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COMMITTEES. 1935-1936.

His Late Majesty King George The Fifth.

Report for the Year 1935.

MOIbet"ny probleans arising 'out of thoe United States "ilver
policy, wh'kh forced Chin'a to alter' the basis of her cu..rency and
Hong Kong to Jo.Jlo'w roit, made trading in the C<Jlony peculiarly
difficult during 1935. Newerthele.ss, the tot111 vollllue oJ imports and
expor,ns, recorded in the Governmoot Trade Retu'rns', s'howed a slight
iThcrease~xpfie'sSied in ste'rling-over the figures for 1934.
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Hong Kong General Chamber of Commerce

This Chamber, representing all
sections of the business community of
Hong Kon.g, exp,"esses its profound
regret at the passing of His Late
Majesty King George the Fifth, and its
respectful sympathy with His Majesty
King Edward VIII, Her Majesty Queen
Mary and members of the Royal Family.

The continued rise in the price of sH'Ver eventuaBw .forced
China to albandon silver as her standard o~ currene!)' and adOlPt a
managed currency inmead. A decre:e to this eff"ct wa& issued by
the Nankin,g GO'V<>rnment on Novem.ber 4. Hong Kon,g eocch,mg<l
had faiBen rapidly dUTing the last weed<: in Odt'ber and as a result
of the decree issued bi)' the Chinese Government an emoorgo on the
export O!f s"ilrve'f came into effect on November 7. An OTdinance was
passed empowering the Colonial Treasurer to issue one-dollar notes
pending the provisinn by the three authorised banks of issue of an
adequate supply of one-dollar notes. A proclamation authorised the
issue of 'Cupro-nickel ten and five cent pieces in place of the silver
subsidiary coinage. On December 6 the Legislative Council passed
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an Ordinance providing for the establishment of a managed currency
under the control of the Colonial Treasurer in consultation with an
Advisory Committee.

The remarkable progress made l>y China in recent years in
economic reconstruction, improiVed administration and internal
reforms gives reason to hope that the Government may be ab.le to
maintain its new .currency policy notwithstanding difficulties in
balancing the Budget, the uncertain politica'l and international
situation, douhts as to the future silver policy of the United States,
and inexperien,ce in handling the problem-s involved in a ~ana,ged

currency.

Trade Fall'.

Early in the year a project for holding another British
Empire and Chin,a Trade Fair in December, 1935, WaiS brought to thel
notice of merchants and other possi'ble exhibitors. The Fair was
suggested by private >promoters who had oibtained. from the Hong
Kong Government the promise of a free site and a monetary grant
if sufficient support were forthcoming to give reasonable ,prospects
of success. At the request of members the General Committee of
the Chamber took the subject into consideration and, after very full
discussion, wrote to the promoters urging upon them very seriously
-in their own as well as in the general interest-the desirability
of postponing the Fair for at least another year, or until conditions
were more favourable. The Committee added :-"In the present
chaoUc state of the world's exehanges, merchants are confronted
with increasingly difficult conditions, all operating against a free
flow of trade. In these circumstances, a Trade Fair could not have
any beneficial effect. All the signs point to a further International
effort :being undertaken to re-establish the world's currencies on a
satisfactory basis. and when that has .Ibeen done efforts to increase
the flow of trade are mucb more likely to Ibe successful. To do so
!before, would be to take a dangerous risk".

On June 20 a number of members of the Chamber held a
meeting at which they declared themselves, almost unanimously, to
be opposed to holding a Trade Fair in the n~ar future. In July the
promoters wrote to the Hong Kong Government asking for permission
to postpone the project. In December-although no steps had been
taken publicly in Hong Kong to ascertain current local opinion-
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announcements were made in the London newspapers that the Fair
would be held in December 1936 or February 1937. In some
newspapers it was stated that the project had the support of the
"Hong Kong Chamber of Commerce". The Committee therefore
addressed a communication to the newspapers concerned, and to
others which had given puhlicity to the seheme, explaining that
there are two Chambers of Commerce in Hong Kong-one, the Hong
Kong General Chamber of Commerce whl'ch embraces. firms of all
nationalities but has a predominantly British membership; the other
is the Chinese Gene'l'al Chamber of Commerce, an entir.ely Chine"",
organis:ation. The I'atter hald gi'len the promoters a letter wishing
them well in their ente'rprise, but thi5 Chamber had taken the view
that, as an international Chambe~, it oOUild not ad:vis'€ its memberS'
on the s·ubject. lit was< €lXplained that in response to numerous
reqnests, the Chamber had collected local apinions a·s to the Trada
Fair Iby a canvass made in Fe!bruary, 1936.

In reply to a questionnaire issued, a large majority expressed the
opinion that circumstances had not changed sufficiently to Warrant
holding a Fai'r in the winter of 1936-37. Only fonr firms (Hong
Kong Chinese factories) expressed unqualifi~d willingness to
participate. Four firms said they would participate in a generally
supported Fair. None of the principal merchant firms who hold
important British agencies expres'sed readiness to support the
project. The general question was also asked, "Do you regard a
Trade Fair in Hong Kong as an effective means of developing
export and import trade?" As to this, opinion was fairly evenly

. divided.

Hong Kong Travel Association.

Following the recommendation of the Economic Commissi'on
which reported in February, 1935, the Hong Kong Travel Association
was formed during the year with the help of a grant of $15,000
from the Government and subscriptions from local firms. The
Assooiation, which is a semi-official and non,profit-making
organisation, aims at encouraging tourist traffic both from
neighbouring countries 'and from the ,,,"orld at large.

Wireless! River Steamers & Piracy.

On May 15, the Chamber replied as follows to the Government's
invitation, conveyed under date March 19, to express its views



On September 24 the Chamber wrote to the Chairman of the
Homeward Freight Conference conveying the submission by an
exporter that the high rate of freight on Tsinglee Canes to Europe
(8/- per cwt.) had led to a cessation of orders and to the use of
wire and metal rods as a substitute. In reply, the Chairman of the
Conference attributed the falling off in business to the accumulation

Freight Rate on Tsinglee Canes to Europe.

Rice Containers: Quality of.
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It w"s suggested by a member who wrote to the Chamber
under date March 19, that the scale of charges for Chamber of
Commerce certificati'on of rice shipments was too high and might
with advantage be reduced, The member was informed that with the
present restricted turnover of trade it was considered impracticable
to reduce the charges but if business should increase the matter
would be given further consideration.

Rice Survey Fees.

Complaints having been received that rice covered by Chamber
of Commerce certification had germinated during transit to ChBe,
the Rice Sub-Committee considered the question of the quality of
bags used in packing shipments and, expressed the opinion that the
risk of germination would be considerably lessened by the use of new
or once-used bags. Rice exporters were therefore requested, by
eircular dated July 15, to stipulate in all future contracts with dealers
that only new ,or "once-usedH inner and outer bags be used. The
Chamber's rice surveyor was also instructed to examine bags a day
previous to packing in order to allow time for the replacement of
rejected bags and thus obviate delay.

irom proving irksome, the Watchmen's Ordinance had brought about
.a marked improvement in conditions from the employers' point of
vieW and that Police control of watchmen is a decided advantage.
It was indicated, however, that the Chamber would support
representations directed to simplifying the routine by which private
watchmen obtain endorsement of their licences on entering upon any

.employment.

Watchmen's Ordinance.

On behalf of certain Indi'an watchmen a local firm of
solicitors wrote to the Chamber on July 6 submitting that compliance
with regulations under the Watchmen's Ordinance involves in~

convenience and hardship in the case of registered watchmen who are
not under the direct control of the Police (such watchmen are
defined in the Ordinance as "private wat~chmen"). The Chamber
was asked if the experience of members of the Chamber who had
occasion to employ private watchmen confirmed this submission. The
Chamber's reply conveyed the opini'on of the Oommittee that so far

On January 16, the Government replied to a suggestion
advanced by the Chamber on behalf of shipping companies that the
feasibility be considered of publishing statistics of trade, based
upon the measurement or weight of cargoes handled, and showing
by what vessels goods enter or leave the port, also ports of origin
or destination. The reply stated that the Government was unable
to see its way to undertake the Work as the expenditure appeared
likely to be out of all proportion to the return from sales of such a
publication and to the benefit likely to accrue to the parties interested.
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Statistics of Trade.

regarding application of Article 28 of the International Convention
for the Safety of Life at Sea in the case of vessels plying on certain
routes where they are liable to attack by pirates :-"The Committee
realises that the risk of piracy which still prevails in the neighbour­
hood of Hong Kong and the Canton River Delta may make it desirable
that all ships plying in those waters should be fitted with means
of wireless- communication. But the Committee considers that this
is an entirely separate question in no way connected with the
application of the International Convention for the Safety of Life
at Sea, wh'ich does not include within its scope legislation against piracy
but relates to the construction and navigation of ships for the
protection of life against marine risk. To deal with piracy risks
by withholding from river steamers the exemption from the
requirements of Article 27 permitted by Article 28 would be, in
effect, to make a wide local extension of the provisions of the
International Convention.'"



International Telegraphic Enquiry.

On December 27, the Chamber forwarded to the International
Chamber of Commerce the returns kindly prepared by several local
companies .. .gIVIng partIculars of code and plain language telegrams

Chinese Language School.

The number of students on the roll of the Chinese Language
School during 1935 was 32, the maximum number of attendances
possible being 2,254 and the actual number of attendances, 1,607.
Two students in 1935 successfully passed the Final Certificate
examination in Cantonese. The classes in Mandarin Were better
supported, than in the previous year. Examination papers. for
Mandarin stud"nlt.s are ~"repar"d by the British Chambe,r of
Commerce, Shanghai, and in 1935 three students from the Hong Kong
classes passed the Shanghai Chamber's first course examination and
three students the second course examination. In August 1935, the
General Committee adopted the recommendation of the Chinese
Language Sc·hoo!' that, for financial reasons, it was necessary to
reduce the overhead costs of the School. The Committee therefore
availed i<tself of the willingness of the Rev. H. R. Wells, O.B.& to
retire from the appointment of Director of Studies as from September
30, 1935, Mr. Wells having intimated that he considered the teachers
he had trained were capa:ble of conducting the School with
reasonable efficiency under the control of the Language School Sub­
Committee and the Secretariat of the Chamber. On behalf of the
Chamber, the Committee e"pressed its great sense of obligation to
Mr. Wells for the services he had unstintingly rendered to the
Language School in the ·past three years, in preparing text books for
language study and in training instructors. .
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Government and the Canadian Government Trade Cornmi'ssioner in
Hong Kong, pointing out that the effect of the ruling was to
discriminate unfairly against Hong Klong, particularly as Singapore
and Calcutta are less conveniently situated for the transhipment
of South African goods destined for Canada. On January 7, 1936,
the Canadian Trade Commissioner informed the Ghamber that he
had received advice that an amendment to the Canadian Customs
Tariff now permitted South African produce to be transhipped at
Hong Kong without losing the benefits accorded them by virtue of
the British Preferential Tariff when entering Canada.

Re-Export of Textiles to Singapore.

Canadian Customs Ruling.

Deratisation Certificates.

On the introducti'on of new regulations in Singapore under
the Importations of Textiles (Quotas) Ordinance, 1934, it became
necessary for all importations of textiles into Singapore to be
certified as to their origin by a Chamber of Commerce. As there
i's a regular trade between Hong Kong and Singapore in textiles
(particularly British manufactured goods) imported' into Hong Kong
and sold to dealers for re-export to S,ingapore, arrangements were
made with the Registrar of Textiles Quotas at Singapore whereby
re-exports of this nature from Hong Kong are certified by this
Chamlber on the production of sati'sfactory evidence.

In March, 1935, the attention of the Chamber was drawn to
a rulinJl' by the Canadian Customs authorities providing that South
African fruits and wines were only entitled to preferential rates
of duty on importation into Canada if they Were imported direct
or transhipped at "a port in any British country enjoying the benefits
of the British Preferential Tariff." Under this ruling, South African
goods 'of this nature would lose their Empire status if transhipped
at Hong Kong but not if they were transhipped at Singapore or
Calcutta because India and the Straits Settlements are accorded the
benefits of the Canadian British preferential tariff whereas Hong
Kong is not. The Ohamber took up the matter with the Hong Kong

, 10

F,ollowing representations by the Chamher that the proposed
scale of charges. for fumigating ships and issuing deratisation and
eocemption <lertH1oates was ,con:s;derably !hwll'her than chal"goo forr
similar services at other Far Eastern ports, the G<>vernment notified
a reduction. It was, however, stressed in a further letter from the
Ohamhe'r that it would still be cheaper to fumigate in Shanghai.

of stocks in European markets owing to heavy shipments when the
freight rate was 2/- per cwt. The view was expressed that the
adjustment of the market to higher prices was bound to take some
time and that fluctuations in the rate of freight in the meantime

wouid only make adjustment more difficult.
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despatched by them in October 1935. The returns were prepared at
the request of the International Chamber which is seeking to collect
similar data from other parts of the world with a view to defending
the interests of cable users at th~ next International Telecommunica­
tion Conference in 1938.

The International Chamber's circular on this swbject stated:

HWith the help of such statiSitics, the Chamber's experts
and its delegates at international conferences are able to calculate
immediately the pr.ecise effect any given pr.oposal to c~ange the
regulations or rates will have on the cable costs of busmess as a
whole as well as of each branoh of business taken separately, and
can thus take appr.opriate and timely action to prevent the ado-ption
of measures harmful t-o business and to encourage the adoption of'
measures beneficial to business. Thus for instance, a scheme at
present being studied by the telegraph administrations aims at
establishing a single uniform rate for plain language and code
telegrams. H is obvious that such a scheme, if carried .out, would
be practically bound to increase the cost of code telegrams and.
decrease the cost of p}ain language telegrams, and that the extent,'
of that increase and decrease would depend entirely on the uniform
rate chosen. In other words, in order to estimate the effect on
,business cable costs of any unif.orm rate that may be proposed, it.
will be ahsolutely neceSiSary to have statistics showing the extent
to which each branch of business uses code and plain languRige
res,pectively in their international telegraphic traffic."

In acknOWledging receipt of the details forwarded, biY the
Hong Kong Chamber the International Chamber indicated that the
firms who had replied for October, 1935, would regularly receive
reminders and blank fOrnlS for subsequent months in the enquiry.

Milk Standards: Proposed New Regulations.

At the request of the Chamlber the Government in December
1935, postponed from January 1, 1936, to July 1, 1936, the date
of enforcement of proposed neW regulations requiring mi·lks sold
in Hong Kong to contain certain percentages of milk fats and milk
solids. The Government on January 16, 1936, also replied t<>
representati,ms by the Chamber regarding Clause 16 of the Adulterated
Food & Drug Ordinance, 1935. Apiprehension h"'d been eJqlxes·.ed b~
importers of condensed milk that nnder this clause they might be heM
liable for the act of a dealer in selling milk not complying with the neW
regulations iTresp<!01;ive of the date on which this milk had been
imported. It was submitted that it was impossible for importers t<>
check the accuracy of dealeTs' statements as to stocks and th",t the
responsibility of the importer .should cease if he gave reasonllJble notice
to the dealer that milk not complying with the regulations should

13

either be sold or returned to the importer. The Government's reply
stated that the clause in que.tion was identical with similar legislation
in foroe in the' Federated' Malay States and that there would not
therefore appear to be any grc>und for apprehension. rrhe que'stion
was n<>t further pressed.

Membership.

Depressed trading conditions in the Colony have affected the
membership of the Chamber. During the year there were eleven
withdrawals and the fc>llowing accessions:-

The East Asiatic Co., Ltd.

Ma,ison F. MatMeu, S.A.

Messrs. Utoomal & Assudamal Co.

The election of these membBil"s by the Committee requires
confirmation at the Anuual Meeting.

Finances.

The pnucip\all item of income, mem·ber'·s subscri[)tions:
$31,150 rema,ined at appro,ximately the same amount a's in the
previou'Si yea,r. Net Teceilpts from survey fee,s showed a, deer ~ase
from $1,673.07 to $665.77 due t<> the' fact that lesser qua,ntities
of rice were exported under the ChiaJrn·ber's <leil'tificate. More
certificates of oriigin were issued du,rilIlg the, y€il.!r, re,venue from
this sc>urce increasing from $2,036 to $3,112. The total in'come
on general account amounted to $37,599.38, the surplus of income'
over expenditure being $534.09. The General Reserve Account now
stands at $63,446.29.



$ 37,599.38

2,336.32

$ 34,927.77
315.49

19.80

Income

M,649.90

---- 665.77

Students' Tuition Fees, less
refunded " $4,207.00

Books Sold 10.60
Books in Stock, as per Balance

Sheet "...... 337.30
Examination Fees "............ 95.00

CHINESE L~NGU~GE SCHOOL:

INCOME.

.. Reuters Commercial Telegrams .
" Shanghai Journals .
" Interest Account:

Hong Kong Government 4%
Conversion Loan $2,000.00

Hong Kong Club 5% Deben-
tures 275.00

Hong Kong Bank Current
Account 56.32

Fixed Deposits........................ 5.00

"Certificates of Origin and
Certification of Invoices......... 3.112.00

By Membership Subscriptions $31,150.00
" Survey Fees Collected $5,326.53
" Less paid " 4,660.76

/2.10
847.90

9,66£.16

--

$ 37,51J 98,117./6

1934

$ 1,350.3951 91,8£5.00, -
25,771 1,678.07

1,500
787 £,086.00
200

2/8.00

168
15.68

2,000,00

39~
916.!!5

33( 88.21

991
810

105
6(

15

2
46

---
$ 37,0

5

10.00
362.90
82.69
31.00
60.00

6.58

482.63
86.00

Expenditure

---

Lecturers' Salaries $3,625.93
Printing, Advertising and Sta-

tionery .
Books and Newspapers ..
Examination Fees ·-··· 0< •••••

Chinese New Year Cumshaw .. ,
Lift Boy's Extra W a~es ..
Postages and Petties' .
Surplus of Income over Ex-

penditure............ 470.80

$4,649.90

---

CHINESE L~NGU~GE SCHOOL:

" Books and Newspapers , .
" Printing, Advertising and Stationery,

including Reuters · .. · .. · .. , , .
" Postages and Petties : ,..
" Daily Weather Map-receIpts less pay-

ments " .
\I Telegrams , - .
" Bad Debts: Survey Fees written off
" Subs. to Federation of Chambers of Com-

merce of the British Empire .
" Written off Safes, Furniture, &c ..

EXPENDITURE.

Income and Expenditure Account fhe Year ended 31st December, 1935·

"Annual Report-Cost of
Publication · .. ·· .. ·.. :· .

" Less Sales .

To Employees' Provident Fund Account .
" Office Rent and Telephone .
" Secretarial Expenses-Salaries .. - .
" Leave and Passage Reserve .
" Serv.ants' Wages .
" AudIt Fee ······· ,
" Market Report-Cost of

Publication $ 1,077.82
" Less Sales 909.00-----

866.00

81.00
60.00

8.57
1,781.65
(Deficit!

407.54 " Surplus of Income over Expenditure .........
(Deficit)

28.£0

408.90

894.f!9
/,870.59

740.09
105.00

62.80

500.00

1934

I 4,021.50

----_. ----

='====-=
HONG KONG GENERAbHAMBER OF COMMERCE.

---

$ 5,209.72
83.86

$ 88,117.16

I 38,524.70 TOTAL ·--

I 1,880.60
8,9£7.9£

26,758.87
1,200.00

758.00
£00.00
195.44



402.02

907.08
640.00

728.1()

2,000.00

5,500.00

3,000.0()
1,291.9()

S77,436.78

337.30
40.00
24.72

833.33

68.75
5.00

200.00
284.10
94.00

150.00

3,150.00
892.68

$ 2,000.00
462.00

$ 8,925.00

----- $12,967.68

50,000.00

LOWE. BINGHAM & MATTHEWS,
Chartered Accountants

$ 2,462.00
Less Written off 462.00

HONG KONG GOVERNMENT 4%
CONV1i:RSION LOAN- At Par.........
(Market value less interest accrued

at 31st December, 1935,
$51,666.67).

HONG KONG CLUB 5% DEBENTURES
HONG KONG AND SHANGHAI

BANKING CORPORATION:
Fixed Deposit .
Current Account .

SUNDRY DEBTORS: I
Members'Subscriptions $
Survey Fees ..
Csrtificates of Origin, etc ..
Shroff's Imprest .

ACCRUED INTEREST:
Hong Kong Government 4%

Conversion Loan..................... $
H 0 n g K 0 n g C I u b 5%

Debentures .
Fixed Dsposit ..

STOCK:
Stationery and Pamphlets .........

CHINESE LANGUAGE SCHOOL:
Tuition Books in Stock $
Outstanding Tuition Fees .
Outstanding Examination Fees .

FURNITURE AND FITTINGS:
As per last Account ..
Additions during the year .

[-----

ASSETS.

PROVIDENT FUND: (held hy Trustees)
Authorised Shares at market value:­

350 Hong Kong Telephone
Shares @ $25.50 per share) ...

Hong Kong Government 4%
Conversion Loan @ 5%
premium .

Balance in Current Account .

I

312.

3,574.~

60,581

$ 77,436.
----

$ 12,967.6

63,446.29

62,912.20
534.09

$ 2,863.56

$ 2,074.37
1,500.00

-------

------

CHINESE LANGUAGE SCHOOL:
Deficit as at 1st

January, 1935.. ....$3,334.36
Less Profit for the

year ...... ... ..... 470.80

GENERAL RESERVE:
As at 1st January, 1935 ..
Add Profit for the year ..

PASSAGE AND LEAVE RESERVE:
As at 1st January 1935 .
Add Provision for 1935 ..

PERCY SMITH, SETH & FLEMING,
Incorporated A_ccountants,

Auditors.

HONG KONG GENERA1HAMBER OF COMMERCE.

(INCOBPOBATED IlNDEI "'INANCES OF BONGKONG.)

Balance Sheet as st December, 1935. '

SUNDRY CREDITORS:
Accountancy and Audit Fees ... $ 300.00
Market Report Subscriptions

paid in advance 1-2_.0_0-

J"IABILITIES.

EMPLOYEES' PROVIDENT FUND.

Hong Kong, 4th February, 1936.

We have to report that we have audited the above Balance Sheet with the Boo
Accounts and Vouchers of the Chamber. Such Balance Sheet is, in our opini?ll, PfO,P:
drawn up so as to exhibit a true and correct view of the state of the Chamber s affair,
at 31st December, 1935, according to the best of our information and the explans
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given to us and as shown by the Books of the Chamber.

We have obtained all the information and explanations we have required.



"GOODWILL MISSION" TO CANTON.

When the Provincial Governor of K<wangtung (H.E. Mr. Lim
Yun<koy), accompanied Iby the Mayor of Canton and other officials,
came to Hong Kong to say .good-bye to H.E. Sir WiUiam Pe?l ?n
his retirement from the Governorship of the Colony, the Provmcral
Governor expressed a wish that a deputation of British Ibusiness-men
should visit Canton and its environs to see the reconstruction work
completed ,and in progress. As a result, an invitation to pay a
friendly visit Was received from the Provincial Governor \by the
members of the General Committee of the Chamber and .gladly
accepted by them. The visit was made during the week-end of May
25-26. Saturday Wag devoted' to rnspections of Government works
and manufacturing enterprises, interspersed with a tiffin given by
the ,Canton City Chamber of Commerce and followed by a dinner
given by the Provincial Governor. Sunday forenoon was ~evoted
to visits to places of historical interest, in the course of whIch the
Chairman of the Hong Kong delegation (the Hon. Mr. W. H. Bell)
placed a wreath on the Tomb of the Seventy-two Martyrs. Before
returning to Hong Kong the delegation Were the guests of H.B.M.
Consul-General (Mr. Henbert Phillips, C.M.G., O.B.E.) at lunch.

Government cars '';'ere placed at the disposal, of the visitors
who, as Mr. Bell said' at the official drnner, had "nothing but
admiration for the abi,lity with which the tour had been organised".
The delegation was also very much impressed \by the evidence of
extensive manufacturing development which has taken place in the
Province under Government auspices. In a final, message to the
Press !before leaving Canton, Mr. Bell, on behalf of the delegation,

said:-
"We are amazed to see the splendid progress in Canton. On

leaving your fine city I 'Would like once again to express on behalf
of my fellow members our sincere thanks for the wondedul reception
which we have received during our visit.

"We have all been most impressed by the .great progress
which has .been made in the realm of industrial reconstruction and
modernization during the last few years. In addition we notice
with special interest that the same care has been devoted' to the
education, health and general well-being of the inha!bitants of
Kwangtung."

Min. Bell hoped that this v·i.sit would !be the filrst of many
similar visits to come and that representatives of Canton business
interests would pay a visit to Hong Kong in the near future.

"Our thanks," added Mr. Bell, "are particularly due to His
Excellency the Chairman of the Provincial Government (Mr. Lim
Yun-koy) who invited us to come and to His Honour the Mayor
of Canton (Mr. Liu Chi-wen)."
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On returning to Hong Kong the Chairman wrote to H.B.M.
Consul-General at Canton thanking him for all he had done towards
making the visit a success and addrng:-

"I shall be glad if you wj.jj kindl·y convey to His Excellency
the Chairman of the Kwangtung Provincial Government, to His
Honour the Mayor of Canton, and to the Chinese Chamber of
Commerce an expression of our cordial thanks for their very
generous hospitality and' for the excellence of the arrangements
made on the Committee's behalf.

"We feel sure that the visit has done much to cement the
ties ()f friendship which exist 'between Hong Kong and Canton and
we look forward to renewing at some future occasion the friendly
conta'Cts which Were made during the past few days".

SAND ORDINANCE: PROTECTING
COLONY'S SUPPLIES.

Measures taken by the Government designed to conserve
supplies of sand in the Colony formed the subject of considerati-on
following receipt of representations by a member who wrote under
date October 30.

In the Gazette of September 27, 1935, it was notified that as
from October 1 no permits to collect sand· from beaches and stream
courses in the Colony would be issued to other than Government
vessels and that after that date supplies of sand could be obtained
from the Public Works Department, notificattons to be received not
later than the 14th of the month previous to that in which the sand
is required. In the Gazette of October 25, 1935, appeared the draft
of a Bill entitled the Sand Ordinance the proposed terms of which

. prohibit the removal within the Colony of sand, in exceS8 of one
hundredweight unless the carrier is in receipt of a removal permit
from the Director of Public Works.

It was represented to the ·Chamber that the proposed Govern- .
ment measures would involve considerable trouble and expense to
property owners and others whose business necessitates the continual
movement of small quantities of sand. The first Government
n.otific~tion compelled them to carry stocks of sand at their premises
smc~ It was llsu.ally impossible to give the prescribed notice for any
part.lcuiar reqmrement. Under the terms of the proposed new
O;dl~ance a permit would be required whenever it was necessary to
ea I 10 a contractor, however small the repairs or work might be.

th A~ assurance was ohtained from the Director of Public Works
at specIal arrangements would be made in the case of firms whose

emplo~ee8 are under proper supervision and whose business
necesSltates the continual movement of small quantities of sand.
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Representations by Chamber.

"l have the honQur to refer to correspondence terminating
with the Chamber"s letter of 30th May, 1935 (Government No.
1/6951/1932) on the subject of Imperial Preference and to state that
although more than three months have elapsed since costings based
on the Customs' latest instructions, relating to the products of two
Hong Kong rubber shoe factories, we're air-maned by Messrs Lowe
B' ' ,

mgham & Matthews, Chartered Accountants, to the Customs
Aut~orities in the United Kingdom, no intimation has yet been
received as to whether goods covered by these costings will be
admitted to preference.

conditions to be complied with in respect of importations of Hong
Kong-made goods on and after July 1, 1935. The principal changes
in the requirements affecting rubber shoes were set out in the

follo,wing paragraph:-

"Costings prepared by chartered accountants will in
future be expected to provide the information necessary for
the ascertainment of the Empire content of each type of shoe
shipped' to. the United Kingdom and for this purpose a separate
cost anaiysis form should be completed in respect of each
characteristic type, distinguishing between, for example,
Oxford shoes, sandal bar shoes, oDe bar shoes, Wellington and
canvas, boots, etc., boots and shoes containing widely varying
proportions of canvas, trimming, crepe rubber and composition
rt>bber; ,boots and shoes with and without heels; boots and
shoes with and without toe-caps, etc. In each case typical
men's, ladies.' and chi'1d·ren's sizes should be selected. The
costings should be based on a unit quantity (say, one gross
or 1,000 pairs) and should reflect the differing incidence' of
materials, labour and overhead costs as between articles of
essentially different composition or design."

Costings were prepared by chartered accountauts to fulfil the
requi'rements set forth in the Customs. memorandum above referred
to and these were airmailed from Hong Kong on May 7 and 9.

Representations having been received that the failure of the
Customs to give a ruling as to acceptwbility of these costings Was
utterly disorganising the local rubber shoe industry, the Chamber
of Commerce ou August 21 wrote as follows to the Colonial

Government :-
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Changes Affecting Rubber Shoes.

The explanatory memorandum referred to in the above letter
had been reoeived in Hong Kong some months before and set out the

Uncertainty as to United Kingdom Customs requirements in
regard to Hong Kong manufactured goods, particularly rulJber shoes
and flashJi,ght cases, involved considerable correspondence during the

summer of 1935.
On May 22 the Chamber received from the Colonial Government

the reply by the Board of Customs & Excise, to the representations
(summarised on pages 21 and 22 of the Chamber's Annual Report for
1934) that Customs House delays in admitting Hong Kong­
manufactured goods had involved' merchants in additional storage
and interest charges to an extent which in some cases had converted

profit into loss.

The reply stated:-
"In the opinion of the Board the traders concerned

appear to have experienced difficulty in applying to their goods
the preference conditions laid down in the Statutory Regulations
by the Board of Trade. In consequence the Board have not
hitherto had before them the full evidence they should in
strictness require to establish the preference claim. The
Board have, however, waived, the production of certain evidence
where it appeared clear that it could have been obtained, but
as this, concession could, not loe continued indefinitely dates
were fixed, suitable to the circumstances, of the case, after
which the proper evidence w'ould be required. In the instances
referred to in the fifth paragraph of your letter, a further
extension of time was, swbsequently allowed. The accountants
concerned have been interviewed, and various points explained
to them, and in addition an explanatory memorandum has been
drawn up and supplied to the persons concerned.

"It is hoped that the ,position will have been clarified as

the result of the steps which have been taken."

IMPERIAL PREFERENCE: UNITED KINGDOM
CUSTOMS REQUIREMENTS.



"Custom House state they can only be satisfied that rubber
shoes and torches are entitled to preference if main raw material
used is of proved Empire origin. They therefore propose to require
in the case of all ouch goods:-

The receipt of these messages enabled local exporters to place
the long expected orders with local factories but pendiIl!g a more
detailed statement from the Customs, merchmts w~re in some doubt
as t~ what additional evidence, from February 1, 1936, would be
reqUIred In proof of Empire origiu of canvas and rubber used in the
manufacture of the sboes.

The position was clarified in the following circular letter to
importers issued b th Cy e ustoms House, London, under date,
s.,ptember 16.
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Requirements as from February 1.

(ii) Periodical forwarding of certificates of Empire origin of
rubber and in the case of torches, of brass used. Detailsd
costing should not then be required.

"To allow manufacturers a period of grace in which to make
.arrangements neW requirements will not be enforced for goods
arriving up to and including Joouary 31 next. Despatch follows."

Similar information was telegraphed by the China Association,
London.

(i) Suit"ble endors·ement of manufacturers certificate of
origin by firm of chartered accountants of good standing
to establish this point.

The following telegraphic message from the Secretary of State
for the Colonies (despatched on September 11) was forwarded to
the Chamber by the Colonial Government on September 13:-

A telegram was also sent by the Chamber to the China
Assoeiation, London, on August 31, requesting them to bring
pressure to bear with a view to obtaining an answer from the

Customs.

informed 'by telegraph as to the position ill regard to the costings
SU'bmitte? by chartered accountants.
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On September 4 the Chamber was informed that a telegram
had been despatched on September 3, that a copy of the Chamber's
letter of August 21 had been forwarded by airmail to the Secretary
of State for the Oolonies under cover of a despatch dated, August 28,
and that both despatch and telegram requested that Government be

"As the new requirements relating to the preparation of these
cO'Siting" applty to goods imported on and after 1st July (1935), it will
be appreciated that the absence of a ruling places exporters and
factories here in a very difficult position. Orders for large
quantities of rWbber shoes, conditional on their fulfilling Imperial
Preference requirements, have been received here from the United
Kingdom. In order to be delivered in time for the season's trade,
these goods must be shipped during the month of Octdber onwards,
and unless definite instructions are shortly placed with local
manufacturers (which exporters cannot do unti'! word has been
received from the Custems) it will not be possible to manufacture
the goods in time. This would involve a loss to the Colony of business
amounting to several lakhs of dollars-a serious matter ill these
times of depression for manufacturers, exporters, and industrial

workers.

"Following a cable by the Government to the Secretary of
State on 8th January last, a statement was received from the
Customs Authorities in the United Kingdom which explai)led Customs
requirements affecting Hong Kong manufactured goods. The present
situation would appear to warrant similar action. The Ohamber
of Commerce will be grateful if Government will kindly ascertain
by telegraph what is the present position in regard to costings

submitted in May last."

Business Seriously Impeded.

On August 28, the Secretary of the Chamber having been
informed that the Government had not as yet telegraphed ",nd was
contemplating sending an airmail letter to London on the subject,
a further letter was addressed to the Government stating that
merchants were gravely concerned at the thought of delay in
forwarding representations as the settlement of orders and the
manufacturing of the goods for this seasonal trade was being seriously
impeded. The Chamber strongly urged that the Government telegraph

immediately.



Evidence of Rubber Origin.

"

"

"Canton Bros.

Tai Hang

"Oostin",s have been furnished- in respect O\f the !following

factories :-
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Fung Keong Rubber Manufactory,

Hong Kong" "

, S.teps ,~ere also taken to bring to the notice of suppliers of
rubber III IndIa and Ceylon the form of ~vid~nc~ of origin requir~d

by the Customs authorities. Satisfactory certificates wer~ obtained
from official sources there,

.. No difficulty was experienced in obtaining certificates covering
BnlIsh can a - d'b v s use III local factories, thanks to the publicity given
y the Manc-he-ster Chamoor of Commerce to the necessity of a

manufacturer's declaration accompanying each shipment to Hong Kong.

The operations of rubber shoe factories in Hong Kon" are
now under the . . bsuperVISIon of chartered accountants no rubber or
call1Vas 'being delivered lb-' rt ' . 'th' y ,mvo ers untl,1 It has been as,certain'ed that

e cerllficates of ori . I'req . gill comp y wlth the Unit~d Kingdom Customs
ulrements.

In order to ascertain if official certificates in the form required
by the Customs were obtainable in respect O\f past and future
8hipm~nts of ruboor from B~itish Malaya to Hong Kong for use in
local rubber shoe factories, the Secretary of the Chamoor visited
Singapore in December. As a result of his enquiries., Hong Kong
importers were advis~d to limit future purchases to Federated Malay
States rubber, shipped on a through bill of lading, all <If which was
~xport~d und~r offiedal certificates. Arrangements were also mad~

wher<Jby the RegiSllrar of Rubber Control, Singapore and Penang,
undert<lok to certify past shipments made through Singapore and
Penang on the submission of saHsfactory evidence that the ru,bber
~xport~d to Hong Kong was th~ sam~ which was originally import~d

from the Fed~rated Malay States,
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"I am direct~d lby the C<>mmissicmers of Customs and
Excis~ to refer to the importation of rubber shoes, Wellington
boots, plimsolls and bathing shoes manufactured in Hong Kong
and to state that th~ costings furnished in respect of these­
goods by the und~r-mentiQned- factori-es hav~ been examined
and in all the circumstances they are prepared to allow the
admission to Imp~rial Preferenc~ of shipments from these
factori~s imported prior to 1st F~bruary next, provid~d that
such shipments are covered by satisfactory certificat~s of

origin.
"Importations on and afoor the above date will be

admitood to Pref~rence without production of d~tailed costings
in support of each certificate of origin subject to proof being
given to the satisfaction of the Commissioners of the exclusive
use by the factories of rubber certifi~d to b~ the produce of
plantations situated within the British Empire and of canvas
the whole process of manufacture of which has been carried
out within th~ British Empire. Th~ certificat~ giv~n by the
manufacturers in th~ c~rtificates of origin should b~ amplifi~d
to include a deciaration in th~ 3Ibov~ terms and in addition an
~ndorsement should be given on the certificaoo of origin
accompanying each consignm~nt by a firm of chart~r~d
accountants of good standing, testifying that it is possible
to v~rify and has ooen verifi~d from the factory r~cords that
each and ,every -article included in the consignment has be~n
manufactured in Factory from Empire rubber,
which, on entry into the factory was accompanied- by official
certificates given by British Malayan or other Empire authority
stating the name and situation within the Empire, of the
plantation on which the rubber was produced, and that all
canvas us~d iby the factory is on entry into th~ factory
accompanied by a cel1tifioate by th~ manufacturer th~reof
certifying it to be wholly of Empire manufacture. Arrange­
m~nts should 00 made for the dbtaining of the aforementioned
certificat~s which should be filed, at the factory and at the
end of each 6 monthly period should be forwarded to the
Commission~rs accompanied by certifi~d copies of the rel~vant
invoices, and a covering statement by the Accountants c~rtifyi-ng
that the evidence forwarded r~presents the whole of the
purchases of rubber -and canvas by the factory during the

period covered.
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IMPERIAL PREFERENCE: PRECAUTIONS AGAINST ABUSE.

On February 21 the Manchester Chamber of Commerce wrote
asking for advice regarding reports received by them that foreign
goods had been imported into Hong Kong and ~e-marke~ as. of
Hong Kong-manufacture, thus en",bling them on Importahon mt<>
other Colonial markets to obtain exemption from the quota imposed
there on non-Empire goods and admission at preferential rates of

duty.
As the Customs authorities of most Colonial administratrons

require goods shipped from Hong Kong to be certified by the
Superintendent of Imports and Exports before exempting them from
quota restrictions or admitting them to preferentral rates of duty,
the Chamber wrote to the Superintendent of Imports & Exports on
13th June suggesting certain ways in which it was submitted that
applications for certificatron of goods as of Hong Kong-manufacture

might be subject to closer check.

The Chamber's letter stated: "It is appreciated that it would
be impracticable to inspect every shipment of goods in respect of
which an application for certification is received. It is su,bmitted,
however, that frequent checks should be made in view of the fact
that singlets and other goods made in Japan can be imported and
sold here at " price below the cost of local manufacture, and if snch
goods can be re-exported as British it entirely defeats the object
of Imperial Preference. It is also suggested, that before certificates
of Hong Kong manufacture are granted to local factories they should
be required t<> disclose the name of the firm who is actually exporting
the' goods." It was also recommended that an examination be made
of declarations to the Imports & EXjX)rts Department for statistical
purposes, with a view to ascertaining whether there were filrms in
Hong Kong importing goods from Japan and exporting the same
kind of goods as of Hong Kong-manufacture. If there were such
cases it was submitted that close check should be kept to guard
against the possibility of substitutron.

New Regulations Introduced.

On August 21 the Government forwarded for the consideration
of the Chamber copy of regulations proposed by the Superintendent
of Imports & Exports in connection with the certification of Hong
Kong-made goods shipped t<> other parts of the Empire. In order to

27

facilitate inspection by the Imports & Exports Department it was
proposed to require local factories to notify, four clear days before
-export, their desire for a certificate of local manufacture.

The Chamber replied on September 16 that it was not
anticipated difficulty would be experienced in complying with the
proposed regulations provided that the Superintendent of Imports
.and Exports exercised his discretionary powers in exceptional cases.
According to information received by the Chamber it was sometimes
impossible to avoid the manufacture of rubber shoes being carried
()n until very shortly before sailing date.

The Manchester Chamber was informed as to the outcome of
the discussi'ons, also that in cases of doubt, requiring technical
knowledge, the Superintendent of Imports & Exports was consulting
a member of the Piece Goods Committee of the Chamber.

Further Enquiry from Manchester.

On February 27, 1936, the Chamber replied to a further Jetter
from the Manchester Chamber of Commerce enquiring if anything
had been done to ensure in regard to Hong Kong knitted goods
exported under Imperial Preference that British yarn is used in
their manufacture and, in the case of woven goods, that the material
has 'been spun, woven and finished within the Britrsh Empire.

The Chamber's reply stated that in regard to Hong Kong
knitted goods imported into other Colonial markets under Imperial
Preference it is required that at least 25 per cent. of their valne
represents I'aw materials produced in the Empire and/or additions
there in the form of labour and factory overhead charges.
Examination of the Ibooks of local knitting factories by chartered
aceountants showed that labour and factory overhead charges amount
to more than 25 ,per cent. uIt is not therefore necessary," stated
the Chamber's letter, "for British yarn to Ile used although all better
class knitted goods exported from Hong Kong are made from British
yarn". The Manchester Chamber was also informed that Hong
Kong had not as yet developed an overseas export trade in locally
made woven goods. In the event of the Hong Kong Chamber being
called upon to certify woven goods for export to British Colonies
it had been duly noted that satisfactory evidence must be produced
that the yarn used is British spun and that the processes of weaving
and finishing is carried out within the Empire.



SHIPPING SURVEY REGULATIONS.

Draft Instructions for the "Survey and Construction of
Passenger Steamships" and "Life..savdng Appliances Rules" were
referred Iby the Hong Korrg Government to the Chamber of
Commerce for consideration in May, 1935, and examined in detail
by the Technical (Shipping) SU1b-Committee which held a number
of meetings :and conferences with the Government Marine Surveyor
and the Sentor Ship Surveyor. On the recommendation of the
SuIb-Committee, the Chamber wrote to the Government on September
19 recommending that the "Instructions'" and "'Rules" be issued in
printed form; that relaxations be made as regards double !bottoms
in river steamers, and ventilation requirements in ships specially
constructed for the uIl1berthed passenger trade, and that rules, as
to measurement 'be re-considered to bl'ing them Into line with those
of neill'hbou,ring Administrations.Otheir points, of minor importance,

were also mentioned.

:Hospital Accommodation.

With regard to the rules governing hospital accommodation

it Wl>S pointed out that

The majol,ity of Hcoasters'" at present have no hospitals
and it is ,considered that on this trade--where passages only last
for two or three daYS-<lpecial provision for hospitals is
unnecessary. Vessels trading under Hong Kong Government
Rules '\ViiI 'be in competition with others on which-Jt may be
taken for granted-no hospitals wiiI be provided.

It is >lu:bmitted that, for infectious CMes, it would be
sufficient if two remote state-rooms were reserved for use as
infectious hospitals If and when required. The Rule appears to
contemplate a hospital specially built u,pon the poop-to which

there is strong objection.

The Ohamller haB the following submlission to IIUlke on

this part of the subject:-

(a) The requirement that coasting vessels shall have a hospit.l
is entirely new and if it is to apply at all (which the
Chamber questions) it should only affect vessels the keels
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of which are laid after the d'ate on which the Rules are
published, say, 1st January, 1936. It appears' to the
Chamber unreasona,ble to put owners of ships to the expense
of .building a hospital on a ship which was constructed
prior to any noti·ce whatsoever of such new requirements.

(b) If hospitals' are to be required in eoasters, it is submitted
that a clause should be inserted in the Rules to the effect
that the hospital may Ibe used alternatively as passenger
accommodation, s'U'bject to the permisslon of the Port Health
Officer ,being obtained,

Emergency Dynamos and Submersible Pumps.

With regard' to emergency dynamos and submersible pumps.
the Chamber wrote:-

To fit these to an ('existing" sh~p would, in most cases,
require structul1ll1 alterations to an extent which would be
unreasomible and impracticable. It is conceded that an a new
coaster the fitting of an emergency dynamo j,s desir"ble and the
Chamber takes no exception to this.

At the Simla Conference, 1931, the following minute was
placed on record:-

The opinion of aU Delegations, with the exception
of the Government of IndJ'a, was that an emergency pump
was not ne'cessary in vessels on short international voya.ges.

In view of the opinion of the Delegations as expressed above,
~hat such pump was not necessary in vessels on "short
mternational" (i.e. ,Class 5) voy,a'ges, this question should be
~e""onsidered as regards ,Classes 5 to 8 inclusive. The Government
Is urged to exercise its discretion und'er Simla Rule 5 to delete
the requirement mentioned.

Life-Saving Appliances Rules'.

Dealing with the "Life-Saving Appliances Rules" the Chamber
~~7ented as follows on the rule which provides that every ship
o ass II, of 500 tons gross tonnage and upwards, shall carry an
approved type of line-throwing awliance:-
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Ships of Class II are foreign-going ships not certified for
the carria'ge of passengers. Seeing that passenger carrying ships
of Classes 3 to 1(} and of Class 13 are exempt, there would seem
to Ibe no reason for requiring cargo ships to be provided with
line throwing appliances. Ships stranded ,n this part of the
world 'Would have no 'use for a line throwing apparatus-in some
'Countries because the coasts are uninhahited and there would he
nobody to pidki up the oline. In other parts of the Far East it
is more important to keep off the people on shore than to throw
a line to them. It would appear that, ,n this case, the Board
of Trade Rule has 'been adopted based on e",perience in European
countries where there are life·saving stations on the shores.

The Government is asked to take the views of the Board
of Trade as to whether local cargo ships might not reasonably
be exempted from this rule.

The letter concluded:

The Chamber would only remark, in conclus,ion, that the
necessity for Rules for the regulation of shipping is fully
",ppreciated, bu.t the proviso is made that Hong Kong shipping
should not 'be handicapped in those trades in which it competes
with shipping not complying with either the spirit or the letter
of the Safety Convention Rules. In particular, uniformity, in
requirements as ,between the Straits Settlements, the Netherlands
East Indies and Hong Kong appears to the Chamber essential.

This letter has cited points as to '\Vhi'ch the Hong Kong
draft Rules differ from the Straits Settlements Draft !Rules and
a comparison reveals wide divergencies especiaMy in the rules
relating to ships. in the unberthed passenger trades. The
Chamber considers it most essential that there should be one set
of rules for ships in the same trades whether they survey at
Hon'g Kong, Singapore or elsewhere.

The following are some of the items on which ag'reement
is required between Hong Kong and Singapore:-

cDefinition of "Nffi.v" and "Existing'" ships,; Measurement
of Passenger Spaces; Ventilation; Hospitals; Ladderways;
Washplaces; Submersible Pumps; Line Throwing Appliances. The
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only divergencies then would be on matters peculiar to particular

areas.

The Government wrote on December 28 that the Instructions
and Rules were ,being printed and the Government was addressing
other Governments concerned on the question of a standard method
of measurement.

Boat Covers.

Durinl;l the year the quesUon of boat covers under Life
Saving Appliances Rules for ships governed by the Simla Rules and
the Hong Kong Passenger Certificate was considered by the Technical
(Shipping) Committee, in consultation with the Government Marine
Surveyor and the Senior Ship Surveyor. As a result, the Chamber
wrote to the ·Harbour Master on May 1 stating that although the
Board of Trade had' ruled that wooden boat covers would not be
accepted for passenger vessels, the Technical (Shi]Jiping) Committee
8ubmitted that under conditions existing in Far Eastern ,vaters
wooden boat covers· were to be preferred to canvas, covers for v,essels
under Hong Kong passenger Certificate up to Class I or equivalent,
and for cargo vessels in these waters.

Canvas covers quickly peri'shed and failed to protect the
equipment of the hoats. It had been proved by tests carried out
on vessels in port that wooden covers, if of suitahle design, were
no less readily removable in emergency than canvas covers and the
s~ctions had their use when afloat, as an additional means ~f saving
life. The importance of suitable design of wooden boat covers was
fully realised. The Ohamber su'bmitted two copies of a design of
a type considered suitable.

The question having been thoro;ghly considered, the Chamber
8uJilgested that the Board of Trade be asked to approve the use of
wooden boat .covers for vessels speci,fied above, leaving it to the
local Adm' 'st t'. lnI ra ron to approve the precise design, thus permitting
a~oPtlOn of any improvements Which might hereafter be evolved,
WIthout prefatory amendment to the Rules.

th
The Har,bour Master undertook to take up the question with

e Board of T d d. ra e an on Ju,ly 24 wrote that a reply had been
receIved from the Board which expressed' agreement that wood boat
covers as proposed Ib th Cy e hamber might ,be given a trial under
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the
the

12, 1934, that
cons,ideration by

WIRELESS INSTALLATION ON SHIPS.

"It is pointed out by the Board that as matters now stand
the issue of Class A 'Certificates to operators on ships to which
the Safety Convention applies is not in accord with the
International Radiotelegra,ph Regulations and that the wireless
operators of such ships registered in Hong Kong as are required
by the Convention to 'be equipped with wireless should possess at
least second class certifieates of proficiency,

It is, however, considered desiraible that the employment
of ~uch Chinese operators as, after local examination are
conslder~d engi'ble to receive second class certificates und:r the
InternatlOnal Radiotelegraph Convention and Regulations should
not be extended outside the opecified area in the Far 'East in
whIch they are now employed.

The Government would be glad if your Chamber would be
so good as to specify the area in which it is desired to employ
such operators and to which their certificates would be limited,"

wh' h !he Chamber replied on March 16, 1934, that the area in
Ie It Was desired to I Ch'hold emp oY' mese operators who are at present

reeo;:;s 0: Hong Kong Special "A" .class Certifieates is the area
1S€ at present, namely,

The Government wrote on January
Chamber's representations had been under
Board of Trade, and continued:

Special "Class An Certificate for Operators•

Further eOl'respondence has taken place 'between the Hong
Kong Government and the Chamber of Commerce with regard to
the application of the radiotelegraphy provisions of the International
Conveution for the Safety of Life at Sea, 1929, to which reference
was made at page 52 of the Annual Report of the ,Chamber for
1932. The question under discussion was the "Class A" Certifieate
for British,born 'Chinese wireless operators which the Chamlber
urged should be regularised under the Convention Rules.

"Should the covers warp or 'become distorted they will
not engage in the groove of the centre ridge and will proba,bly
have to 'be lashed down; furthermore the hasp pins should
be of either nou""orrodible metal. or a loose fit with drop
nose. otherwise, if tightly driven, it will need a hammer to
disengage them, which is an undesirable eondition on a dark
night. It is also observed that it will be necessary for a
man to go to the outboard'side of the boat to disengage the

hasps."
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With reg,ard to the detailed arrangements, copies of the
.sketches ,prepared for the Chamber were fOl'warded to the Board.
whose surveyors offered the following comments:-

service conditions for a period of 12 months, and that tf after such
time they were found satisfactory, particularly with regard to any
difficulties which might arise on account of wa~ping and d-istortion
.of the wood, the question of final awroval' might be takien up.
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"It is further submitted that to charge from the expected
hour of arrival of a ship would be more equita-ble than the present
practice of charging from the date when the buoy is reserved and
would also lead to earlier notice being given. The present system
of charging from the time the buoy is booked causes agents to put
off to the last minute notifying the Harbour Department when the
buoy will be required. If, under the suggested new system, a ship
arrives later than the hour given when booking the buoy it would
he reasonable to charge from the hour of arrival originally given.

S'tnday eM'go W01'king P,,'mits.

"Shipping Companies are grateful for the relief afforded as
from 1st January by the introduction of a new scale of fees providing
for part-time work. They are, however, still strongly of opinion
that these fees should be entirely ..bolished as the shipping trade
is the only one which is charged for working on Sunday. From the
Government's reply, dated 26th October last, to the Chamber's previous
representations on this subject it is gathered that the only reason
for maintaining these fees was that Government needed the revenue.
If this is still the case, it is submitted that it would be more equitable
COl' the Government to raise the- revenue represented by these £008
by some measure of more general incidence.

Emigration Fees.

liThe fee of 50 cents per head for examination of crews and
through passengers is considered to be an unduly heavy charge on
shipping in view of the fact that it covers re-examination of
passengers who have already been examined under emigration

HARBOUR CHARGES IN HONG KONG.

Following representations by shipping companies the Chamber
wrote to the Government on July 10 asking for a reduction in local
charges affecting shipping. The Chamber's letter was as follows:­

Mooring Buoys.

"As the reason for increasing the fees for use of Government
moorings was the depreciation of local currency in terms of sterling
it is submitted- that the doubling of exchange values since the date
of increase warrants a return to the former daily rate of $8, $6
and $4 for "A", HB" and "e" Class buoys respectively.
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Hong Kong and aId ports in China; Siberia, Japan. Korea,
Formosa, Indo-China, Siam, Straits Settlements, Philippine
Islands, and the East Indies (Java, Borneo, Sumatra, etc.).

The Committee took the opportunity of suggesting, in
.connecti'on with the training' of wireless operators, that the
desira'hility might well he considered of re-est",blishing the
Government wireless school, either as part of the new Junior
Technical School, or as a 'separate organisation.

The Government notified on June 8, 1935, that a
recommendation had -been m"'de to the Board of Trade for the
issue by the Hong Kong Government of a Second Class (Restri'cted)
Certificate of Competency in Radio-telegraphy in lieu of the present
Hong Kong Special "AU Olass Certificate. The new Certificate
would 'be restricted to British shi-ps regi£tered in Hong Kong, and
trading between the pla'ces suggested above.

The Board of Trade has since intimated its approval (in a
letter -addressed to the Under-Secretary of State for the Oolonies,

dated July 26, 1935).

II



The Government replied on February 8 regretting that in
the present financial condition of the Colony it could not see its
way to meeting the wishes of the Chamber in the matter of reducing
lbe light dues and other charges.

"As regards specific requests I am to point out that the fees
for surveys are no more than the fees at present charged by the
Board of Trade converted at £1=$10.00 and that they have remained
unaltered during the period which saw the current value of the
doNal' [all below £1=$20.00, althoug'h during pa,rt oIf this pm'iod the
Board imposed an increase, since withdrawn, of 16.2/3 per cent.
Further, in comparing local charges with those of other ports I am
to invite the attention of the 'Chamber to the fact that the Public
Health Office of Hong Kong provides without extra charge a continuous
service from 7 a.m. to 6 p.m. every day of the year."

Further Representations.

that the position revealed after careful examination of the Colony'.
finances with a view to the budget for 1936 is such as to render
any further concessions to shipping impracticable.
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On January 16, 1936, the Chamber fOl'\varded for the
information of the Government a statement of charges on shipping
at other Far Eastern ports and invited particular attention to the
practice in ,China and Japan ports where a compounded fee covers an
unlimited number of visits over a certain period'. The Chamber
suggested that not more than three payments of light dues should
be called for in Hong Kong from anyone ship Within a period of
twelve months. Reductions were also asked for in the basic rate
of light dues, fees for use of Government moorings and for the
examination of creWs and through passengers. The Chamber's letter
..tated "although the exchange value of local currency has depreciated
since the Chamber addressed' the Government in this matter, shipping
companies still feel th"t these charges are unduly high: as the
Government is aware, freight rates for C'oastal carryings are in
dollars, and receipts from this source are tberefore unaffected by
exc~ange fluctuaHons." As a further concession to shipping com­
pames, Government was ask.ed to waiv,e Sunday Cargo Working fees
When the quantity of cargo worked on that day was less, says, than
twentY-five tons.

Government'. Reply.

On August 16 the Government replied as follows:-

"I am directed to refer to your letter of 10th July, 1935, on
the subject of local charges affecting shipping and to inform yoU

Light Dues.

"Although it is appreciated that owing to their being collected
in sterling, light dues, in terms of local currency, are lower than
they have lbeen for some years, Shipping Companies, nevertheless,
submit that in view of the present very depressed state of trade,
the basic rate should be reduced to 2 cents per ton for Ocean steamers
and 5/6ths of a cent per ton for River steamers.

Engagement and Discha"ge Fees.

"Shipping companies would welcome a reduction in these fees
which they state at present exchange levels are considerably higher
than those ruling elsewhere-Singapore for example.

"The Committee of the Chamber of Commerce trusts, that the
Government will give sympathetic consideration to the representations
of the shipping companies in view of the great desirability of
reducing to a minimum the charges on shipping using the port."

SU"vey Fees.

"These were increased in 1928 and- in the present state of
trade are considered an unduly heavy charge on shipping, especially
the additional charge of $100 per day, (in addition to expenses)
for the attendance of a surveyor when surveys are undertaken outside
the Colony. Shipping companies are of the opinion that a reduction
in survey fees of twenty-five or thi'rty per cent. is warranted by

present conditions.
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regulatilons elsewhere. It is suibmittedthat 20 ce,nts per he'ad would
be adequ&te remunemtion for the amount of work involved.

"Shipping companies also ask that the fee for examination
and vaccination of local passengers be reduced to 50 cents per head
in view of the fact that the present ch'arge of $1.0(} includes an
increase introduced in 1931 to offset the fall in exchange.



The Government having intimated by letter dated July 9 that
the Deputy Harbour Master had been ~equested· .to discuss with
representatives of the Chamber the difficulties they had in mind,
a meeting was held on July 17 and on August 17 the Chamher wrote
a further letter to the Government strongly recommending that as
regards ships not under repair but which had carried petroleum,

·the Regulations should be restricted so as to apply only to petroleum
WIth a flashpoint of 73°F. or lower. It was further sugge'sted that
the application of the Regulations to such v'essels should be subject
to a fb'ed minimum quantity of such petroleum carried as it would
be b' 'o vlously unnecessary to carry Qut tests in a vessel which had
brought in only a few cases, of petr<Yleum with a fl'ashpoint of 73°F.
or lower.

Discussion with Deputy Harbour Master.
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equipped for this work. It was suhmitted that the actual test for
the presence of inflammable vapour does not require special training
in chemistry, and that Marine Surveyors, by reason of their special
knowledge of ships' construction, know where pockets of gas are
likely to occur and from which areas to take samples most effectively.

Strong opposition was expressed by shipping and dock
companies to one of the proposed regulations which provided that
certificates of test must be obtained daily when repairs were being
effected to tanks which had contained oil with a flashpoint below
730F. In conveying this to the Government it was submitted that
experienoe at Hong Kong and Singapore, where a number of such
vessels have been drydocked and repaired in past years, had proved
that once a tank has been found to be free of gas no further tests
should ,be necessary. It was also pointed out that by pumping water,
steaming and draining, the whole pipe-line system was made
thoroughly gas free before such vessels were tested and that the
breaking of a pipe or joint in the tank did not therefore constitute

a hazard.
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Carriage of Bulk Oil.

It was also submitted that petroleum with a fiashpoint ahove
150 0 F. should he exempted from the p~ovisions of the proposed
regulations. In this connection it was pointed out that the ordinary
general cargo steamer was permitted to carry bulk oil of a minimum
fiashpoint of 150 degrees without prejudicing insurance of the vessel
or of other cargo she might be carrying and that this minimum
f1ashpoint would appear to be internationally regarded as safe for

all ordinary purposes.

With regard to the Government's proposed intention to
recognise only analysts as competent to issue the certificates called
for under the regulations, the Chamber suggested that Government
recognise competent memhers of the staff of any firm properly

The regulations were considered by sub-committees representing
shipping and other interests which would be affected in the event
of the regulations being introduced and on June 24 the Chamber
wrote to the Government sugg,esting that if it was its intention
to 'bring ships which had carried case oil within the scope of the
regulations a minimum amount should be stated and that holds
which had contained less than this amount should be exempted. It
was pointed out that holds carrying this class of cargo were
ventilated continuously during the voyage and that the further forced
ventilation of the holds after the cargo had been discharged, whic
was ordinary ship's routine, had always been found sufficient t

ensure dissipation of all vapour.

On April 4, the Government forwarded for the consideration
of the Chamher of Comme,'ce draft regulations which it was proposed
to make under the Dangerous Goods Ordinance (previous
correspondence on this. subject is summarised in the 1934 Annual
Report, pages 33 and 34). The proposed regulations provided' that
nntil tanks or holds of a ship which had contained petroleum were
certified free of inflammable vapour, they should not be entered for
other purposes, and that warning notices prohibIting smoking should

be prominently displayed.

GAS FREE CERTIFICATES FOR SHIPS' TANKS.
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That as regards the modern side of the port, present
precautions appear to be adeCluate;

That the Government, in a place like this is
comparatively limited organisation and can only exer~ise th:
most general supervision over the life of the people;

. ~hat great extensions of Government "egulation and
ms~c~lOn ~re impracticable under the 'Colonial s,ystem of
admlmstratlOn and undesirable in an Oriental community from
many points of view;

~hat the most effective plan for the Government to
follow. IS therefore to watch general tendencies as revealed
by aCCIdent statistics, and only to intervene when these reveal
a weak place in the social organisation."

., T~at a Convention drafted to meet European conditions
IS mapphcable to this Colony where native methods and mode
of eXIstence are so entirely different·,

the shore ~long three or four continuous miles of water front and
other landmg places innumerahle. A great deal of friction would
be caused amongst the. Chinese population which derives its living
from. the harbour If Its fixed habits were interfered with. The
ereatlOIT of a large staff of native inspectors would lead to the evil
of demandmg bnbes under threat of prosecution.

"The Chamber suggests that the appropriate "eply to the
Secretary of State's despatch is:-

"In thi's community. with its. small European element, it ca
be taken for granted that Europeans in control have a due sens
of responsibility for ensuring that proper 'safety precautions ar
observed at the principal wharves; steamships: operate with plan
which complies with Board of Trade requh·ements. Subject to an
statistics which the Director of Medical & Sanitary Services ma
be able to furnish, the Chamber's impression (based on such figures
as it has) is that the number of accidents is low in proportion to
the number of persons employed, quantity of cargo and the number

of ships passing through the port.

PREVENTION OF ACCIDENTS IN
WORKING CARGO.

"The multiplicity of Rules framed by the Convention," continued
the Chamber's l-ebter, "is de-signed to govern conditions where
homogeneity in cargo-handling methods prevails, which is not th
case in Hong Kong where, as opposed to the modern methods
employed by steamships and wharves, there exists a multitude of
craft adhering to primitive methods which it would not be possible

to bring to conform to the Rules.

Impracticable to Apply in Hong Kong.

"But in a community in which the Chinese are so greatly in
the majority it would, be impossible for the Government to undertake,
by inspection, to bring small craft up to modern standards, and to
control the methods by which cargo is handled ,between them and

On October 4, the Chamber replied to a letter from the
Government inviting its views as to the possibility of applying in
Hong Kong the draft Convention concerning the protection against
accidents of workers employed in loading and unloading ships adopted
by the International Labour Conference in April, 1932, and ratified ,

by the United Kingdom. ,i
The Chamber's view was conveyed that the cil'cumstances

under which cargo ia handled in Hong Kong are different in so many
important respects from those which prevail in Europe that the
Convention is incapable of application here.

I .

\I



STEAM BOILERS ORDINANCE, 1909.

It having been brought to the notice of the Chamber that
the Secretariat for Chinese Affairs was making enquiries as to the
number of steam -hoi,lers and prime movers in the Colony, other than
those on board ships or boats, on the ground that the question of
their periodical inspection was under consideration, the Chamber
recapitulated its views on the subject in the foUowi'ng letter to the

Government, dated September 17:-

"In 1910 a Committee consisting of the Government Marine
Surveyor and two technical representatives, nominated by the Chamber
of Commerce at the request of the Government, drew up a set of
draft rules under the Steam Boilers Ordinance, 1909, which were
accepted by the Chamber as suitable to form the basis of discussion.

liThe question came up again in 1930 when the Government
asked for the views of the Chamber as to the advisability of similar
Regulations to the Indian Boiler Regulations being enacted in Hong

I(ong.

"In the light of further experience, the Chamber adheres to
the views expressed in its letter of 9th October, 1930 (Government

Reference No. 7454/1908) namely :-

That there is no necessity for setting up a Governmen
organisation for the tnspection of land- boilers or prim
mover.; that the laW should caU for registration of boiler
with the Police Department, periodical certificates of inspection
to be supplied to the Police Department by owners, signed
either by qualified Resident Engineers or by recognised Priva\<
Surveyors possess-ing the necessary qualifications.

Owners of steam boilers faU into three categories, (a
Large establishments with elaborate and expensive pia
maintained under the supervision of Resident Engineers; (b
Others who caU in Private Surveyors, and (c) SmaU concern.
who mayor may not avail themselves of expert supervision.

All that seems to be necessary is to ensure that small
concerns period-icaUy avail themselves of expert advice directed

to proper maintenance of plant.
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"It is submitted that members of the Government Marine
Surveyor's Department. will not be usefully nor economically
employed on the mspectlOn of land boilers, for the reason that on
large plants, their inspeetion wiII be a mere formality, and on pl~nts
whic.h have been inspected by private surveyors it will be only a

duphcatlOn of effort.

"The simpler method which the Chamber advocates will bri'n
backw~rd owners into line with safety requirements most effectivel~
and WIth the least expense to the public--an important considera­
tion .in these days of falling revenues when there is need- for
curtaI1~ent rather than extension of Government inspection and

regulatlQUs."
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Representations to Pacific and New Y k C f.. or on erences.

On behalf of exporters th Ch bon December 10 to the T a 'P e'fi am er also made representations

rellarding the following :Ian:~e ~~i~:~~:~w YOrdkd Fdreight Bureaus
conditions: een a e to Conference

Uln th
wh

o h' he event of war or the existence of conditions
Ie In t e op" f h .i d IDlon 0 t e canlers indicate that there

s anger of war, carrier shall have the right of canc II'
or suspendmg an I e mgin this t'ff y or a I of the obligations expressed
. arI and/or relative contracts and/or booki t
In respect of an ng nO esf y cargo, whether booked 01' not booked S
ar as cal'go actuall h' . 0of tbe Caniers BillYoSf L'PPd~d may be concerned, the provisions

a mg shall apply."

The Cha be'adviaed that in~a: ~h;:t~r stated: "the Export Sub--Committee is
bookings entered p' t la.use .cannot affect contracts for fOl'Ward
out that as export 1'101' 0 Its mstitution, and it desires to point

. ers cannot find b_.ded nature of th uyer.s who would submit to the
~r..ticable unless e clause, busmess is thereby rendered
UIelr ahipme~ts not be~:p°:ters are prepared to assume the risk of

g hfted, or the rates of their freight contracts

This Chamber addressed the Chairman of Th Ch'

J H
'd F . e ma and

apan omewa, relght Conference on D~ b' 10 .. f h _~em e' ,conveymg the
VIew 0 t e Export Sub-Committee that .• . .• . 1'1.. was, mequitable to re .
to shIpowners the sole right of determination whether . se,ve
performance of a contract had been interfered w'th b 0' not the
contingencies set out in the clause It w b' I Y any of the. as su mltted that thO 1
have the effect of depriving the shipper of . d . IS WOU d'f't Id b any ,e ress m law even
I 1 COll . e proved that no interference took lace. '
that the opening words of the clause b PIt d It was suggested

f

e a ere to read "If th
pel' ormance of this contract should b . t f e
occurrence of ... " instead of "If th e In er er~d with by the
this contract should in the opinio / t:or~al busmess working of
with (whether through PhYSiCal

n o~ Ie e t Ipowners be interfe1"ed
increased costs or otherwise) b . th ga dlfficultJes or throughy e occurrence (),f. "

The Chairman of the Homew d F .
that the Clause was introduced on thaI' t relght Conference replied
Principals in London to whom e ms ructIOns of the Conference
been sent. a copy of the Chamber's letter had
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On October 29, the Forei,gn Chamber of Commerce, Canton,
wrote requesting the support of this Cham'ber in representations
already made by them to The China and Japan Homeward Freight
Conference regarding (a) a new clause attached to booking notes,
the effect of which is to reserve the right to increase freight rates
or cancel booking£ if, in the opinion of the shipowners, the workin
of the contract is interfered with by certain eventualities; and (b
a sub£equent notification by the Conference that in the case 0

contracts entered into after the iMtitution of the new clause, firu
quotations for fOl'Ward bookings are abtainaible at tariff rates, plm
a 10 per cent. surcharge which will be levied only in the event of
frei'ght rates being higher at time of shipment than at the time
the contract was made. The Canton Chamber's letter to the Chairman
of the Freight Conference, written under date October 29, stated
"it appears to us that according to Conference rules the rates for
mats, matting and caneS booked bona fide 6 months ahead and general
cargo 3 months ahead before receipt of your Circular No. 140 must
stand, because merchants booked on the basis of freight rates the
ruling with no warning that there might be aTh increase."

Conference Chairman's Reply.

FREIGHT CONFERENCE CONTRACT TERMS.

Whilst the matter was still under consideration by Commit
of this Chamlber, copy was received of the Conference Chairma
reply to the Canton Ohamber's letter. The reply made it clear tl
all forward bookings made before the institution of the new clau
on booking notes were protected, and stated that the precaution
taken by shipowners had world4\'ide application and had not bee
limited only to bookings from China. It was Suggested that prude
exporters all over the world had no doubt taken precaution£ simi!
to those taken 'by shipowners to protect themselves against eircu
stances beyond their control. "There is not and never has bee
.stated. the reply, "any understanding that 3 01' 6 months' noti
should be given of any increase in freight rates. On the contrar
the tariff clearly indicates that rates are subject to alteration withO

previous notice.
u



being raised, which obviously they cannot. In the circumstanc·es, the
Export Sub-C<>mmittee hopes that steps will be taken forthwith to

canc-el t,he cIause."

The Secretary of the New York Freight Bureau replied that
the Clause was brought into effect throughout the East at the
instigation of the various principals and the majority of Member.
required to refer the matter back to their head offices, after whic
he would communicate again with the Chamber.

The reply on behalf of the Trans-Pacific Freight Bureau was
as follows :-"While it is the recognized right and practice of carrier.
to protect themselves by making necessary reservations against "forc
majeure" lQ,r contingencies 'beyond their oontrol, we can assure yo·
it is not our intention to force an increase in rare on shippers wh
will have made bona fide bookiThgs for business which they hav
actually closed, and that carriers are only seeking protection in cas
world events should take such a turn as to sedously interfere wit
the continuity and normal working of their services:'

Amended Clause Accepted.

An alternative clause to take the place of that to whi
e"ception had been taken was proposed by the New York Freig

Bureau 'by letter, dated February 6, 1936.

The suggested clause was as fol1ows:-

"The shipowners sballbe at li~rty to cancel or suspend thei
obligations under thi£ contract if the imminence or existence
any war (whether the shipowner's country is abelli·gerent or nO
the imposition of sanctions or the taking by any Government
measures under .the Covenant of the League of Nations or th
suspension of the normal routes interferes in any way with th
performance by the shipowners of the sa·id obiigations or rende
it impractica'ble for them to fuifil the same. If the shipowners elec
to suspend their obligations the shippers shall be at liberty to can
this contract as regar.ds all future deliveries' hereunder".

On March 9 the Secretary of the New York Freight Burea
was informed that the sUll'gested alternative clause had
circulated to all e"Porting members of the Chamber and no objecti
had been raised to its be'ing embodied illl all existing ana futu

contracts as well as in the booking notes.

FIRECRACKERS: PROPOSED U. S. A.
IMPORT EMBARGO.

FollowiThg the rec'ei,pt of reports that domestic manufacturers
in the 'United States of America were attempting to persuade their
Govern~ent to place an embargo on the import of flashlight crackers,
dISCusSIons took place between representatives of export firms. in
Canton and Hong Kong. On June 13 the following letter was
addressed on behalf of this Chamber and the Foreign Chamber of
Co~merce, Canton, to the Chairman of the C<>mmittee in New York
whl.ch has been formed for the purpose of protecting the interests
of Importers of firecrackers.

"According to information received by exporters here the
American manufacturers: realise that as a result of recent agi{ t'
'A' '1 a Ion
In menca they WI 1 eventually be forced by legislation to discontinue
the manufactu~e of fireworks containing metallic chemicals. Reports
have, been receIved here that they are therefore planning 'voluntarily'
~o gIve up the manufacture of fireworks containing these ingredients
In order that they ~a~ press for an embargo on Chinese flashcrackers
whIch contain alumlUlUm. Their line of argument would apt
be 'if th Ch' fI pear ()e, lUese ashcraeker Is kept out it will pay us to sacrifice
our trade lU fireworks which compete with them because we will be

fi
more than recompensed by increased sales of other types of American

reworks.'

Chinese Crackers Harmless.

. "It would be difficult to counter this argument if the storage
.handlIng or d" h f C . 'lSC arge a hlUese flashcrackers constituted a hazard
even a h' hd' pproac lUg t e hazard involvea in the storage handling or
1180t~arg.. of the type of American firecracker which wi;l be debarred
n . e event of the suggested legislation wming into effect But

as ) ou are aware-a d th A . .aware-th Ch. n as e m€rIcan manufacturers must also be
In length :nd lUes,; .flas~cracker (which does not exceed 13,4 inches
la Inn 5/16 lU dIameter), even though it contains aluminium

ocuous compared' 'th th l' 'metall,'c h. WI e arger American firework containing
c emlcalB.

"Our memb .lriven rise t th er~ are lUformed that the accidents which have
American firo eksagltation in America are entirely attributable to

ewor of the nature referred to. But as it is a popular
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COMMERCIAL MOTOR VEHICLES: POLICE
PROPOSALS RE LICENSED LOAD.
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Tb A sub-committee was appointed to consider the above proposals.
tb e Sub-committee comprised representatives of firms' intere.ted in

e sale of commercial motor vehicles and a meeting was held on

Sub-Committee's Views.

The Department j" of opini~n that any chassis which
weigh. between 3,()00alJd 4,500 lb5. should be allowed to carry
not more than twice its weight. (Vehicles outside this class are
very few and should have their load determined by the
Inspector-General of Police).

Ninety-five per cent. of the commercial vehicles chassis
in Hong Kong weigh between 3,000 and 4,500 lbs.

The weight of a chassis is a fairly good indication of
its strength, and it appears that the fairest way of determining
the carrying capacity of a chassis is upon that weight.

The Police report called attention to special consideration.
in Hong Kong, e.g., steepness of gradients, den.ity of traffic, lack
of attention by Chinese owners to maintenance, all indicating the
necessity for caution in a,ssess'ing maximum loads. The Department
8uggested:-

During the year the Chamber was asked to consider a proposal
by the Inspector-General of Police as to a method of determi'ning
the carrying capacity of commercial motDr vehicles. Under cover
of a letter dated M'ay 1, 1935, the Inspector-General of Police
forwarded copy of a report in whi'ch it was alleged by the Police
Department that the load capacity of the commercial motor vehicle,
as declared by the ma1<oers, is often arbitrary and that claims for the
same vehicle vary considerably as set forth in' trade journals and
advertising pamphlets issued by makers.
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misconception to confuse firecrackers with fireworks the agitation
has apparently been directed against all types.

uEXp<lrters here and in Canton are aware of and fully
appreciate the steps taken by your Committee to counter the
activities of American manufacturers. They realise that the,
al'guments in favour of the Chines'e ftashcracker as opposed to the
American firework will not have escaped your notice. But they are
()f opinion that it may be usefui to you at some later date to have

their collective views on record.
HT'he second' point exporters desire to stress is that ,certai

of the chemicals used in the manufacture of firecrackers and th
fibre cartons in which they are packed are imported from the United
States of America and manufacturers there will be the losers in th
event of an embargo being imposed. The fact that the firecracker
are shipped in American ships and also bring freight to America
trains will not have escaped your notice. We understand' that th
Dollar Steamship Line is actively .upporting the interests of Americar

importers in thi. matter.

Balance of Trade with America.
HAs you are aware, the United States of America exp~l'

considerably more to China than it imports from that oountry and
recent years there has been a tendency for the balance of trade
favour of the United States of America to increase, as will be no
from the Chinese Maritime 'Custom.' Returns, according to whic
in 1934 China imported nearly three times a. much in vaiue fro
the United States of America as she exported to that country.

"In view of this, it would appear most unfortunate to adop
a' policy of further restricting import. from C.hina, since good
pay for goods; and, in particular, to choose an artrele of trade whlc
i. not manufactured in the States (as you are aware, ftashcracker
a. exported from China~because of their smallness--eannot be rna.
by machinery and for this reason they are not manufactured I

America).
"In view of the traditional friendly relations which exi.

between the countries, our Committees feel sure that the Governm~D
of the United States of America will give very careful conslderatl

o

before pa.sing any measure which is likely to increase this adve. I .. throUg
trade Ibalance, particularly in view of the grave finanCla crISIS

which China is at present passing."



POSTAL CHARGES.

The question of postal "harges (reference to which was made
n page 41 of the Annual Report, 1934) formed the subject ofo .

representations on behalf of the Chamber at the Budget Debate m
the Legislative Council on October 3, when the Hon. Mr.
J. J. Paterson s'aid:-"The Chamber of Coonmerce also hopes
to see a reduction in postal charges. High exchange recently
(then over 2/-) has not helped business but it has helped the
Government to meet its liabilities to other Administrations for postal
services. Some readjustment seems to be due."

In reply, the Acting Colonial Secretary said it must be
remembered that three-fifths of the outpayments in respect of carriage
of mails are in local currency and are unaffected by exchange. "The
remaining two-fifths are paid not in sterling but in international
gold francs; the Hong Kong dollar has not duri'ng the past three
years appreciated much in terms· of this currency. Of the domestic
expenditure of the department in wages and salaries only one fifth
is based on sterling, The remainder is in local currency unaffected
by exchange.

"The denominations of stamps used for the Empire and the
Foreign letter rates, namely 10 cents and 20 cents, are specially
designed Jubilee stamps. Throughout the Empire it has been decided
to use these issues until December 31 of this year and any local
alteration of rates would involve a departure from this uniform
policy. The 5 cent rate to China which is, also served by a Jubilee
stamp cannot be altered without reference to the Chinese Administra­
tion as the rate which is the same in both directions has been fixed
by mutual agreement.

"While these considerations affect the possibility of the
reduction asked for, I would invite the Honourable Member's attention
to tbe concession already granted this year in respect of air mail
charges. a concession made at the cost of direct loss to Government,
Inasmuch as the stamp revenue recovered fails to cover the direct
apense of transit charges (these reductions are detailed in the 1934
Beport, page 42). It is proposed, nevertheless, that the question
lball be brought up for further consideration early in 1936 in the
U,ht of the exchange situation as then existing."
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On September 26 the Chamber was informed that a reply ha
been received from one of the principal ca.r manufacturers in thl

United' Kingdom strongly concurring in the opinion that carryin
capacity should be determined entirely upon the basis of th
manufacturers' pU'bli'shed statements, as to the rated capacities 0

the various chassis constituting their range. The reply stated th<
the manufacturers in question had on previous occasions been calle
upon to furnish signed st~tements that their chassis were suitab'
for certain loads and that they would, be only too pleased to ado
a similar procedure in respect of Hong Kong.

The Committee was of the opmiOn that although on account
of its simplicity, there was a good deal to be said from the Police
point of view in favour of deciding carrying capacity according to
the weight of the vehicle, the proposed system would work out quite
unfairly in some cases, and would differentiate against the use 0

lighter materials giving greater tensile strength. It was· submitte
that it would be a comparatively simple matter to obtain from
manufacturers direct, if desired, a signed statement of the carrying
capacity of their complete range of vehicles. rhe majority of the
Committee were strongly of opinion that as importers they mus
accept and uphold the guaranteed statements made by th
manufacturers regarding their products. It was pointed out tha
the consequences of over-statement or misrepresentation were sever
and would not be incurred by reputaNe traders. Nothing could b
more damaging to a manufacturer's business than the failure of hi
products when carrying advertised pay-load.

United Kingdom Manufacturers' Views.
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This question is still under consideration

The Inspector-General of Police Was supplied with a copy. 0

the Minutes of the meeting and informed that some of the member
of the Chamber were taking up the question with manufacturers i
the United Kingdom as it was thought likely that the advice 0

technical experts would thus be obtainable and would be likely to b
helpful in arriving at a solution of the problem.

June 11. Officers of the Traffic Department, Hong Kong Police, also
attended· by invitation.
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o February 16 a Report Was submitted to the Government
b the E:onomic Commission appointed on Jnly 13, 1934 "to enqui;e
. y th canses and effects of the present trade depreSSIOn III
mto e h I' t' f theK ng and make recommendations for t e arne lOra IOn 0
Hong 0 d f th C I "existing position and· for the improvement of the .Ira e 0 e 0 ony.

The Commission comprised the following :-Mor. M. J. Breen
. ) the Hon Mr C Gordon Macloie, the Hon. Mr. T. N. Chau,(Chan'lllan , ., . M G b'

)[essrs. A. Brearley, F. A. Joseph, Stanley H. Dodwell, V. . ray UIn,

G. C. Pelham, Li Koon Chun and W. N. T. Tam.

The Report states that the Commission held 20 meetings,
. d 26 witnesses and considered well over a hundred memoranda,examme . b h

records of evidence, letters and reports snbmltted not 0cnlY :: e
general pubHc but ·also -by varions membel:s of the ~mmlsslOn

itself. "In addition, members of the CommiSSIOn acc~mpamed by ~he

Honourable Colonial Secretary, paid' visits of inspe:tlOn to factones,
<hosen as being fairly representative of the vanons branches of
industrial activity within the Colony."

The falling off in trade in Hong Kong is attribnted in :he
Report to the effect of the world depression on 'China, in whloh
respect there isa decreased demand for China's products and labour
and therefore a decreased purchasing power for Imports.

The Effect of High Tariffs.

Increased taxation on imports. into China i'S also re.ferred .to
·u tending to decrease foreign trade and encourage llldustrIal
development in China. "While there is every likelihood!' states the
Deport, "that the importation of common consumable g?"ds i~to

China will decrease in inverse ratio, to the increase in her llldustl'l,al
-et vlties, there is also every reason to believe that with ~ore stable

ditions imports of capital goods, i.e., plant, machInery and
pment of various kinds necessary for industri'al development,
n<rcase. Were it to 'be possible for China to develop to a much
r extent her fundamental industry of agriculture and thereby

te the necessity of importing large quantities of foodstuffs
development would ensue more rapidly. Sudden change cannot

HONG KONG ECONOMIC COMMISSION REPORT.
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REGISTRATION OF PARTNERSHIPS.

IOn March 8 a member a.ked th",t the Gh",mber once moreJ
c<>nsider the feasiMlity of action being taken with a view t<>j
establishing the liability of partners in relation to the chop <>f '
firm. The Chamber's, views were asked as t<> the possibi'lity o'
legislation <>1' joint action on the part of imp<>rters to en.ur"
documents being signed by a partner of a firm as well as ch<>pped.
In replying on July 6, the Ohamber referred to the fact that thi
difficult question had been engaging the attention of Governments i
Hong Kong and elsewhere for many years but, so far, no solutio
bad been found. The opini<>n of the Committee <>f the Chamlbe
was conveyed that it was undesirable to legislate unless legis!atio
could be enforced and it was pointed out that t<> secure anything
like complete regi'stration would necessitate setting up a large
Government Department at cons·iderable expense. It was indicated,
however, that the Committee thought something might be done alon.
the lines of the suggestion discussed in the rep<>rt of the Hong Kon
Economic Commission, 1934/35, which contained the followin
paragraph :-

Suggestion by Economic Commission.
"Strong representations were made in respect of one deficiency

in the commercial law of the Colony, namely, iack of any provision
for the registration of partnerships. Traders within and without
the Colony constantiy Buffer losses when debtor firms disappear and
their proprietors cannot be legally identified. We are well aware 0

the difficulties compulsory registration would involve in thi
cosmopolitan community and c.onsequentlYJ confine ourselves to urgin
the Government to compel all firms to signify on their letter.heading
or advertisements Whether they are or are not officially registered
although registration should sUlI remain optional as hitherto. Thi
would at any rate indicate the poasibly ephemeral nature of a tradin
firm to its correspondents."

The following views Were expressed on behalf of the Governme
when the matter was taken up pers.onall;- by the Chairman of t
Chamber: "that it would be qUite impl:lssible to inflict a penalty 0
people who are not registered if they did not maJiie a note to this effe
on letterheads, etc., and that if the few Chinese firms that are regiEte
ed 'pu~ it promiinentJj'y 'O'Th their letterrue"dis that they are regli'stered
and the merchants intim",te that they would give them preferenc
whenever they could, this would bring pressure to bear upon athe
Chinese firms to register."

The Legal Sub"Committee of the Chamber were consulted a
expressed themselve. in agreement as to the impracti'cability
inflicting penalties.

No further action has been taken in the matter.



Hong Kong and Imperial Preference.

As to the IPo,sitio.n of HODJg Kong in rega~d to Imperi.al PreDer­
enee, evidence was given to the Commission that there was, a tendenCIY
n BOrne Empire markets to exclude Hong Kong manufacture~ from

preferential rates of duty. HIn view of her services to Empire
Tnde," states the Report, Hand the small measure of preference
abe is able to afford to other parts of the Empire, some latitude
abould be allowed Hong Kong, especially during this time of great

reBSion. It is plain to us that, if the reasonable prosperity of
Colony cannot be maintained, the burden of taxation must become
vier, with a resultant increase in the charges on the trade of

port. We believe that the' Empire will gain more by the
tenance of Hong Kong as one of the cheapest ports in the

Id than by adopting a policy calculated to suppress a reasonable
"A_lopment of her small industries."
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I basis instead of being handicapped by the present vagaries of
mora d "smuggling, a practice abhorrent to all good tra ers.

The 1931 census report is quoted· as showing that a quarter
f th population occupied in pursuits of gain is engaged in some

o. d e
f

anufacture "We are of the opinion.'~ states, the Rep<>rt,
lon am' h' t th t th"and all the evidence which we have heard bears t IS au. ' a e

d t Y
of Hong Kong cannot develop much beyond ItS present

in us I' . t f th h Ie
'Stage except inasmuch as it can form an economrc par 0 e w 0

industrial development of South China and even to some ~x:~nt ?f
North China. While some of tbe factories at present e~ls mg m
Hong Kong are solely Hong Kong Units, some of the more Important
are but sections of industrial concerns, the other part of whIch
operate in Canton or in Shanghai."

"We finally agreed," states the Report, "that it would be a
desirable thing if, without giving up its Free Port status and
without surrendering privileges or authority, this Colony could come
to an understanding with China which would enable it to have free
or preferential entry into China in respect of goods manufactured
within the Colony. Further, we were agreed that the Colony of Hong
Kong should be prepared, actively to co-operate with the Chine.se
Authorities in safeguarding Customs revenue in return for preferential
treatment from China in respect of goods manufactured in Hong

Kong."

be desired nor expected, but while it is generally realised by most
economists that in order to cause the least disturbance during change'
the movement must be gradual, according to plan, and each step!
consolidated, China has hy the rapid imposition of high tariffs;
handicapped the importation of foreign goods while not yet having­
made adequate provision for their replacement by local production."

Co-operation with China.

Representations were made to the Commission that if th
Colony in some way were to come within the tariff wall of Chin
as far as trading with China was concerned, the consequent facilit
of closer contact and co-operllltion would be of ll'reat mutual benefit
The schemes proposed to the Commission "ranged from the tota
inclusion of the Colony within the Tariff Barrier to an inclusion
only the New Territories therein. By the adoption of some such
scheme it was anticipated that the revenues of China would be great!
increased and that both the industrial development started by Canto
under the Three Year Plan and the small industries of Kowloo
would expand into industrialisation of the area between those tw
places.

/ "Subsequently we heard a considerable amount of eviden
from me'rchants and manufacturers on this subject, and with fe
exceptions received the opinion that an inclusion of Hong Kong withi
the Tariff Wall of China would be of material benefit to the trad
of South China hath 'because of the actual moving of the obstructiv
barrier between two parts of the same Economic Entity and becaus
increased confidence would ensure much greater activity and movemen
of goods, while trade would be placed on a full and proper and

The Report refers to a suggestion that Hong Kong should
break from the policy of free trade followed since its foundation,
and adopt a tariff which it can use as a bargaining point with
China and other countries. "We are unanimously of the opinion that
such a step would cause added confusion to an already confused state
of affairs. While we are not sentimentally disposed to regard the
free tr,ade policy of the Colony as unbreakable should circumstances l

demand a moderate measure of protection to Hong Kong products,
we are of the opinion that generally speaking Hong Kong'.
prosperity is still largely due to its free trade status and we do not.
recommend that this should be changed. The evidence that we have
heard on this subject entirely supports this vieW."

54



57

Depression in Property Valnes.

The reasons for the existing depression in property values
e stated in the Report to be due to overbuilding, excessive charges

.1' . d' I t' d
f

r water in the case of ,Chinese property, burl mg regu a IOns ana (.
restrictions and rates. UDuring the period of low exchange I.e.
1930-1932) which correspond with the early years of the world
depression. large sumS! -of money were remitted from abroad for
illVestment in the Colony, which had not yet begun to feel the
depression. The vi'olent and' rapid fall in the exchange value of
the local dollar, from two shillings to under eleven pence within
the brief period of twenty months in 1929-1931, produced in Hong
Kong all the effects of an inflation of currency. A Wave of
excessive optimism swept the Colony, and large a·reas of Crown
land were sold by Government at public auctions at high prices,
ma.tly for the purpose of building Chinese tenement houses. These
..lee an carried with them covenants which have now been or
are being fulfilled, in the shape of a very large number of buildings
fOlf which there is no sufficient demand, even at rentals well below
that which would furnish an economic return on the cost of
e.atruction. Hence the large number of empty Chinese houses and

ta at the present time'."

"An excess of office building in the central portion of the
IIJ is also becoming noticeable, but for quite different reasons.

1nauua the older office buildings in this area seldom exceeded four
in height, the newer ones. which have hoon and are being

___ in their places rise to eight and more· stories, with a
nt doubling of the available accommodation on the same

OnlJ in the case of European flats has the supply not yet
""alum the demand, but when present and pTojected building

llave been completed, there should be sufficient accommodation

As regards property, the Report states that "by reason of
the Colony's security and freedom from undue taxation as comp~red
with the unrest and insecurity existing at :ime.s in South Chma,

roperty for many yea'rs has been a favounte mvestment for the
~hinese in the neighbouring provinces of China. Thrs state of
affairs has undoubtedly tended to create abnormally high values,
bearing little relation to their present economic worth, and in times
of dept'ession these values naturally depreciate rapidly thereby
resulting in the freezing up of large assets and savings of the

community."

Local Factory Regulations.

There are chapters in the Report dealing with Property, Hi
Cost of Living in Hong Kong, The Water Problem in Hong Kon
Financial Matters, Aviation, Tourist Traffic and the charges fo
ontward telegrams from Hong Kong.
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"While many of these complaints may be met with adequat
replies showing that the burdens, are legitimate charges and
unavoidable, and while it is right and fitting that Hong Kong shaul
lreep abreast of the movement towards healthier and better conditions
of labonr, still it should always be remembered that Hong Kon
has to compete with neighbours whose factory standards and
industrial level are not high. For this reason, the introduction a
legislation for the betterment of working conditions should b
cantious and not over ambitions, lest it defeat itself.. The to
stringent enforcement of such laws may cause industries to close
down and to throw their employees out of work. We are of the
opinion that at the present time when all countries are taking
supervi'sory interest in their industries a careful investigation in 0

the conditions of each industry established in the Colony with a
view to affording all possible assistance tbereto would not be ami
In coming to this, conclusion we have had in mind the fact tbJI
industry has during the last few years become a not uuimporta
activity in the Colony and that its welfare must have sam
considerable effect on the general welfare of the Colony. We
not propose that uneconomic activities should be artificially maintain
but, where investigation shows, that some measure of assistance
present times of difficulty may result in the survival of a facto
on a sound bas'is, such assistance should be afforded."

The Report refers to collective representations received from
Ohinese manufacturers "that they suffer under the necessity of
observing stringent factory regulations, restriction of hours of
labour, difficulties at times with regard to the provision of water
and strict rules governing the sinking of wells. Complaints have
also been made regarding the lack of security of tenure of rented
factory premises. There have also been complaints regarding the
necessity of obtaining aud,itors' certificates and government certific!lltes
for which fees have to be paid, thereby imposing an additional
burden on industry."
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for this category to meet the needs of a considerably larger European
population:'

The opinion is expressed in the Report that the charges for
excess water when compared with the return on Chinese tenement
property are unreasonably high and have had a serious effect in
making such property unsaleable. "A further deterring influence
is the increasing number of Government regulations and restricti'ons.
in regard to 'building construction, tending to discourage investmen
in property by Chinese investoTs. Property owners contend that
whHe many such regulations are reasonable and proper there ar
many others which place an undue burden on property andrenden
it impossible to obtain an economic return on cost of construction."
The Report also expresses the Commission's view that it should be
Government's aim to bring about some reduction in rates at th
earli'est possible moment.

Cost of Government.

In the Chapter on High Cost of Living in Hong Kong it i
stated that although Hong Kong is a free port apart from'revenu
duties on liquor, tobacco and petrol, both wages and the cost
living are substantially higher in the Colony than in Ohina, whi
maintains an extensive tariff barrier on imports. "Several reasons"
states the Report, "might be adduced, in theory at any rate,
explain this phenomenon. Taxation, regulations imposed by Gover
ment, currency, rent monopolies" or manipulation of prices', hig
standa,rd of living one or all might be cited as the contributing caUlt
They all have a bearing on the Colony's economic conditions and m '
a measure of analysis." The view is expressed that the cost ~
Government, ultimately represented by taxation, is undoubtedl
primary factor.

"The budget," states the Report, Hshows a balance betw
expenditure and revenue but only by making the approI>riation
Public Works Extraordinary disproportionately small. In ot
words standing charges, largely personal emoluments, leave
ominously small ma,rgin for the development necessary to main
Hong Kong's competitive position. The fact that a I>urely fortui
rise in exchange has come to the rescue of the Government s,ho
not be allowed to obscure the real position or to lull the commun'
into aI>athy in the matter of retrenchment and the restoration
financial equilibrium. This problem obviously requi'res separa
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handling and the Commissioners could only give it cursory study.
We are, however, unanimously of the opinion that the recommenda­
tions of the Retrenchment Commission of 1931 should be seriously
re-considered. In fact, we consider that the Commission did not go
far enough. They would undoubtedly have recommended a more
vigoroUS wielding of the axe had it been possible to foresee what
the coming three years of depression and steadily rising economic
nationalism had in store for the Colony. Nor are we satisfled that
the Government was convinced that cutting down the establishment
was imperative. Vigorous and enthusiastic officials find it easy in a
bureaucratic Government to extend their departmental activities' aa
the financial consequences, are submerged and obscured by the
aggregation in one budget of state and municiI>al eXI>enditure. A
logical prelimi'nary steI> in retrenchment is to curtail services. Only
then can personnel be reduced."

Need for Retrenchment.

In recommending the recruitment locally of a larger contingent
of the Government Service and the employment of tempora,ry officers
for special works, the Report states that "retrenchment on the lines
above indicated would need to be accompanied by measures calculated
to reduce to a minimum the dangers of 'graft", the: common enemy
of all Governments, both East and West. Rumours have long been
current amongst the public that some departments of Government
are not above suspici'on in this respect, We refer to this matter

ith extreme reluctance, appreciating that these rumours: are
Dnsubstantiated by I>roof. They are, however, so persistent that we
feel it to be our duty to bring them to the attention of the
Government, because it is vital to the future I>rosI>erity of the Colony
to leave no stone unturned to ensure that the service is maintained
at the high standard' of integrity and honesty which built up the
Colonial Empire and without which it cannot continue to flourish."

Currency Fluctuations.

In the chapter on "Financral Matters," the Report states:
conclusion given in I>aragraph 81 of the Hong Kong Currency
iIIsion Report 'that Hong Kong is economically part of China

must remain on a silver standard so long as China does' apI>eared
understood and tacitly apI>roved and, in the absence of any

_lIelq to the contrary, the steps taken during the past few years
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to control the premium on Hong Kong currency would seem to have
met with general approval in that the results were satisfactory to
trade as a whole. H

"No criticism can be levelled at the banks of the Colony on
the score of unwillingness to finance trade and industry. Indeed few
places in the world have suffered less from exchange and fi~anc
restrictions. At the same time, the Colony's trade has been sermusl
hampered by fluctuations both in the local currency and in the
currency of South China, but uncertainty in regard to exchange i
a disability by no means peculiar to Hong Kong. It is universa
Rnd presents one of the greatest obstacles to world recovery. Silver,
the basis of the Colony's and of China's Currency, has become
veritable gambling counter for speculators the world over, and .
consequenoe lacks that measure of stability necessary for sou
trading. Undesirable, however, as its: fluctuation on this account
may be, any artificial measure aiming 'at Hpeg,ging" it or severi
its relationship with other world commodities would be even mo
disastrous. Silver's rise and fall in the past has inexorably follow,
the rise and fall of other commodities, and has thereforegrea
facilitated the world's trade with the silver-using countries. T
belief which appears to obtain in America that under any circumstan
a high exchange must increas'e China's purchasing power is a faUa
To accbmplish that admittedly desirable object, high exchange m
be accompanied by an equivalent high world commodity price Ie
otherwise China's products are too dear for the rest of the w
to buy; she cannot export, and if she cannot export she cannot im
however high the purchasing power of her currency. There!
whi'le violent fluctuation due to speculation is· the overseas merch
bugbear, moderate fluctuation in accordance with legitimate t
requirements is desirable. The time may not be ripe for internati
action in regard· to the w.Qrld's exchanges, but when it is, we
only hope that the problem of silver wil! be disposed of with wis
and foresight. So much depends upon thi's in the Far East, that
cannot but view with misgivi'nl\, the many factors of minor import
operating in America to-day tending to confuse the issu,e.

"So far from being unwilling to finance trade and indu
certain of the local native Banks lend money too freely on pro
on insufficient margin albeit at high rates of interest.
practice tends to make credit too readily obtainable. The cap
thus acquired is often mortgaged again to the full and an unsta
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t of credit results which is susceptible to any set-back
struc ure" . .

. mall and which renders a financial collapse mevltable whenhowever s , . '
. depression occurs It may not be practicable to legIslate
a~Jw' .

. t this' danger, but any step tending to the adoptlOn of sounder
ag3111S I ' t bTt Jr'banking methods would increase the Co ony s s a I I y.

Hong Kong and Aviation.

On the subject of Aviati'on, the Report states: "Hong Kong,
being the fifth largest port in the world and a great intermediate
trading station has all the facilities and all the advantag~s to render

de 'rable its devel\lpment as an air port linki'ng China W1th the near
~ I'East and Europe on the one hand and Manila, Americ~ and Austra la

on the other. Already aviation has developed suffiCIently to make
this mechanically possible and all that is needed to make it an
accomplished fact is enterprise and goodwill. In view of the immense
advantages to be gained by all concerned from the facility of world
wide rapid communi'cation We are of the opinion that a vigorous
attempt to co-ordinate the various interests which would gain by
this air-link should be made and that the good-will necessary for
co--opcration and the security for enterpris,e on an economic basi'S
will be forthcoming. "We finally express our opinion," states the
Report "that no time should be lost by the authorities in conjunction
with British air interests in connecting Hong Kong by air to the
air routes already established. We realise that the matter has
already received the attention of both the Hong Kong Government
and the United Kingdom authorities' and that there are a number
of difficulties in the way. We feel, however, that the advantages

.11 concerned are so considerable that a vigorous attempt to
rdinate all interests will not meet with failure."

Encouraging Tonrist Traffic.

The Report states that Government would be well advised
ely to encourage tourists whether from Overseas or from China.

rsuance of their unanimous opinions the Commission propose
Government should designate an official who, with the advice

Commission, would invite representatives of Hotels, Shippi'ng
""lIpani·es. retailers and others interested in the tourist traffic to

th him a preliminary Committee. It is proposed that this
!tee should explore the possibility of and take steps towards

nisation of a Travel Association of Hong Kong, the
'p of which would be open to all interested in developing



TRADE OF HONG KONG IN 1935.

Report on Textiles.
Statistics of imports of textiles land yarn for the past four years

-<leet in tables appearing on a separate slip facing page 64.

CO'M'ONS:-There was still a fair amount of carry-over at
'-inning of 1935-most of this being a legacy f'rom the reckless

"
"

"
"

millions.$108.02
52.67
33.97

32.78

13.01
10.62
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Foodstuffs .

Piece Goods .
Oils & Fats .
Metals .
Chinese Medicines .
Fuels ..

The above are also the largest individual items of export
mce most imports are destined for South China and adjacent
lllari<ets.

Exports of Hong Kong and South China produce and
llaDufactures were well maintained in 1935 and increases are to be
Mted under many headings, particularly wolfl1~am ore and bamboowa.re

Europe), lard (to the United Kingdom) and firecrackers, canes
feathers (to the United States of America).

According to declarations by merchants to the Statistical
Department of the Government, the value of :nerchand.ise imported
into Hong Kong duri'ng 1935 totalled $365 mllhons. ThIS represents
a decrease in terms of local currency of 12.2 and 27.1 per cent. as
compared with 1934 and 1933 respectIvely.

The declared value of exports in 1935 totalled $271 millions.
This represents a decrease of 16.6 per cent. and 32.8 per cent.
as compared with 1934 and 1933.

T.he purchasing capacity of local currency in terms of goods
was however. considerably g.reater in 1935 than in 1933 and 1934
OWi~g to its higher exchange value, and a comparison of quantities
reveals that the volume of goods imported and exported was
approximately the same as in the two previous years.

The largest individual items of import during 1935 were as
follows:-
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"It is recommended that Government should place a sum 01
money at the disposal of the Committee who will decide on a syste
of subscription or membership fees from members of the Trav
Association. With the use of such funds and such aid as. it will
be able to obtain from Government and the larger organisationl
interested in the Tourist Traffic, the Committee of the Associati
will publish and distribute suitable literature regarding Hong Kong.'

Interpretation of Regulations.

the tourist traffic aud the pr·OVlSlOn of amenities for visitors. In
due course such Association might itself elect its own Committee.
The Committee should, however, always have a representative 0

the Government; the Government being considered as a particularly,
interested party.

In its concluding chapter the Report refers to complaints t!ill
onerous conditions are imposed on grants of land' irrespective
the purposes for which they are required. "This applies not mer
to private industrialists, but to public utility companies, who haft
to pay prices, based on bargaining conditions, which of course
public have ultimately to shoulder. Still more do these bargain'
methods apply to the interpretation of the various departmenlll
regulations which control the erection and the subsequent workiJI
of factories. Many of the proprietors are uninfluential ...
inexperienced, and while they have the European Geueral Chamber
of Commerce and the Chinese Chamber of Commerce through wbicl
to make representation to Government, we commend that the Genenl
Chamber should set up a special Committee comprising members rI.
their own Chamber, members of the Chiuese Chambers, members
the Government, His Majesty's Trade Commissioner, and such otb
as they may choose to co-opt, under the Chairmanship of
representative of the General Chamber of Commerce on the Legislatill
Council.

"While not in any way wishing to belittle the good work
the two existing Chambers of Commerce, we feel that such a spec'
committee would facilitate liaison between hoth the Cham
themselves, between industri'aJ interests, tourist traffic interests,
Import and Export Office, the Colonial Secretariat and
Government departments whose activities should include car
consideration of economic factors."
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bookings of 1931 and 1932, plus a small surplus of non-delivered
goods from even the considerably reduC€d arrivals in 1934. MUch
of this was disposed of at heavy loss owing to the steady rise in
exchange during the <learance season Mareh-June whieh made
replacement costs conrespondingly l"wer. It is reported that clothl
originally hooked a,t 23 to 25 cents, a yard were disposed, of as low
as 9 to 11 cents a yard. The .mall quantity of old cargo remaining
at the end of 1935 should at least realise original cost in Hong
Kong dollars, probably more, as a result of the heavy fall in exchange
during November, a,]though at the <lose of the year priees' for stock
cargo were still 10 to 15 per cent. below replacing co.ts.

On account of favour,able exchange, goods booked duori",
August and Septemlber, 1935, for shipment the following December!
January/February should find a read~ sale but the state of the
market at the time of booking was such that orders were easily
the lowest on record for this market.

WOOLLENS :-Although at the end of 1935 there was little, if

any, carry-over this affords little consolation to importers of English
and Continel>tal goods in view of the fact that 1935 bookings and
arrivals were-as in the case of cottan goods-the lowest yet on record
for this market. Local statistics reveal a tremendous inere'ase in
imports of J'apanese woollen goods-2.5 million yards in 1935 as com­
pared with 632,000 yards in 1934 and con"iderably less in previOUl
years. The prospects of 1936 business in English and Conti,,,n
goods aren"t very encouraging in vIew of the heavy 'advance in prictl
necessitated by low exchange values. It remains to be seen whetbet
cheaper Japanese products will continue to find favour with
Chinese ar alternatively whether Japanese manufacturers can rom
with European manufacturers in the rather better class article.

COTTON YARN:-Higher exchange rates during the Y

enabled looal knitting fact"ries to buy imported y'arn more che
in terms of local currency, but 01> the other hand manufacturing c
were increased in terms of sterling and gold currencies. As la
represents a higher percentage of total eost of the finished prod
than the value of the imported materials, the rise in exchange
operated as an adverse f'actor, since the hulk of the trade in kni
good" is for export to conntries other tban China,

Imports of hIgher count yarns from the United Kingdom
however, fairly well maintained. This was due to the fact that
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HONG KONG IMPORTS OF TEXTILES & YARN FOR THE YEARS 1931-35.

$; 1,758,626
14,180,506

580,139
$16,619,270

1935

1,230,571
38,708,344
2,428,741

42,367,656

1934

1933 1934 1935

$ 751,055 $ 774,349 $ 272,424

236,646 262,835 91,010

168,184 125,182 258,861

592,383 376,779 382,642

218,459 299,364 392,585

105,016 .10,004 25,741

$2,071,743 $1,848,418 $1,428,263

1933

1932

$813,976
204,050
257,989
348,557

87,403
50,219

$1,762,194
---'----------'---

WOOLLEN YARN.

COTTON COODS.

WOOLLEN COODS.

1932

lUSI

$1,329,346
401,319
409,276
470,664
595,110

13,349
$3,210,715

BLANKETS, COTTON, WOOL & UNION.

---------
5,244,246 $ 8,385,753 1,231,65,'5 $ 2,182,885 1,330,829 ::; 2,384,868

44,602,4H5 22,746,600 45,796,907 20,711,282 17,671,267 20,036,753

3,494,979 2,124,103 445,182 155,511 122,414 131,897

53,341,720 $33,256,456 47,028,562 $23,049,678 49,124,510 $22,653,518

-----

I
-

1932 1933 1934 1935

UE YARDS VALUE YARDS VALUE YARDS VALUE YARDS VALUE

3,114 2,711,515 $6,196,415 1,495,471 $3,366,788 901,384 $2,123,536 585,403 $1,009,915

3,007 1,397,595 1,821,992 722,633 939,371 253,756 395,309 145,203 167,599

7,369 153,698 420,510 185,167 440,135 245,692 502,248 65,317 78,641

7,727 28,771 15,679 49,584 36,701 475,578 632,021 2,473,481 2,581,719

4,099 289,042 760,087 164,066 409,410 78,541 281,216 74,952 115,226

6,,106 4,580,62.1 $9,217,683 2,616,921 $5,192,405 1,954,951 $3,934,330 3,344,366 $3,952,340

--- ,

'" 8,100,921
19,035,643

1,280,6\!7
$28,417,261

$ 7,50
'1,99
2,43
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'I 3 On
$18:26
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1931 1932 1933 1934 1935

BS. I

I
,

VALUE LBS. VALUE
VALUE Lns. VALUE Las. VALUE Las.

I· --~--

9,876 2,773,366 1,615,137 1$ 3,036,598 831,960 $ 1,534,422 633,131 $ 1,102.713 271,500 Ii 408,254

,293 2,223,066 239,102 I 590,823 60,919

I
148,984 30,275 81,243 55,922 91,042

4,518 42,198 19,065 1 35,551 22,95l 40,239 59,304 112,585 117,015 171,940

2,147 104,659 6,209 i 17,363 34,110 I 54,317 651

1$
4,776 10,266 963

6,884 $ .5,143,289, 1,879,413 949,930 1$ 1,777,982 723,361 1,301,817 454,703 $ 672,199
, I $ 3,679,386

2,933,85l
3,105,808
1,203,147

202,401
1,032,712
9,077,919

1931

L

YARDS VAL

3,499,229
34,171,444

1,566,448
39,237,/21

Tota! ...... "" ....... " ...
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Impo,r'ts of higher count yarns from the United Kingdom
however, fairly well maintained. This was due to the fact th

WOOLLENS :-Although at the end of 1935 there was little, tt
any, car,ry-over this affords little C<Ynsolation to importers of Eng'
and Continental goods in view of the fact that 1935 hookings
arrivals were-,as in the "ase of cottan goods-the lowest yet on
for this market. Local stati'&tics reveal a tremend<>us incre'ase .
imports of J'apanese woollen goods-2.5 million ward" i'll 1935 as c
pared with 632,000 yards in 1934 and cons'iderablw less in previ
years. The prospects of 1936 business in English and Conti.en
goods are ,not very encouraging in view of the heavw 'advance in pr'
necessitated by low exchange values. It remains to be seen whe
cheaper Japanese products will continue to find favour with
Chinese or alternativelw whether J",panese manufacturers can com
with European manufacturers in the rather better class article.

COTTON YARN:-Higher exchange rates during the
enabled looal knitting factories to buy imported w'arn more c
i'n terms of local currency, but on thll other hand manufacturing
were increased in terms of sterling and gold currencies. As
represents a higher percentage of total cost of the /i,nished P
than the value of the imported materials" the rise in exchange
operated as an adverse factor, &inca the hulk of the trade i'll
goods is for export to countries other than China.

bookings of 1931 and 1932, plus a small surplus, of non-deliver,<!
goods from even the considera1>Iy reduced arrivals in 1934. Much
of this was disposed of at heavy loss owing to the stea,dy rise ib

exchange durin,g the dearance season March-June which made
replacement costs conrespondingly lower. It is reported that cloth! FROM YARDS VALUE YARDS i VALUE YARDS VALUE YARDS VALUE YARDS I VALUE

originally booked at 2'3 to 25 cents a yard were disposed of as lot ~ 1_____ 1----- -----1------1------1--------1-----:-----
as 9 to 11 cents a yard. The small quantity of old cargo remaininl 44,567,534 $19,093,367 58,717,712 $19,299,355 23,485,712:> 7,468,360 5,291,350 $ 2,138,322 7,044,659 \ S 2,133,250
at the end of 1935 shonld at least realise original cost in HObl ... ,..... ,...... 35,303,030 u,342,149 42,795,712 I 8,603,867 46,010,112 8,427,227 44,812,711 7,027,342 47,805,364 6,609,317
Kong dollars, pro1>ahly more, as a result of the heavy fall in exchange 78,856,973 19,389,116 27,468,857 1 4,574,370 33,202,576 5,269,439 44,690,602 6,760,815 ll5,404,137 7,206,344
during November, a.]though at the dose of the year prices for stOlt ' 15,417,862 6,713,121 13,883,939 3,951,183 9,812,2,3 2,253,493 5,196,958 1,091,063 3,230,159 2,014,692
cargo were still 10 to 15 per cent. below replacing costs. 174,145,399 $51,537,753 142,866,220 $36,831,9761 11_2_,_5_16_,_6_77_,--$_2_3_,_4_18_,_52_u_'l-_99_,_9_9_1,_6_21_~_$_1_7,_0_17~542 .123,490,319 1 $17,963,608

On account of favourable e"cha.nge, goods, booked dU~inr COTTON YARN.
Augnst and September, 1935, for shipment the following December Il--------,------:-:=----,---~-;:;;;;--- ----------;----------,,-.--------
January/February should find a readw sale but the state of the 1931 1932 1933 1934 i 1935
market at the time of booking was such that ~ders were easi, nOM -c I ----I-----_----I-------.---~-i.:.·------------
the lowest on record for this market. LBS. VALUE LES. V ALUJ:; LES. VALUE LBS. VALUE LBS. VALliE



Japanese imports were pressed more strongly than before,
with prices at the low levels now expeeted for all Japanese products.
'I'1Ila naturally caused a general reduction of prices, which were not
attnetl,e for European and American suppliers.

The manufacturing prognimme of the Kwangtung provincial
I\IftnIDIent did not reach the expected level of development. Various

cal factories erected by the Government are ready for production,
ha ao far actually produced very limited quantities. Never-

, their existence is a threat hanging over the heads of importers.

o marked improvement for 1936 can possi1bly be expected.

Chemical Fertilisers.

The grOSS .sles of chemical fertilisers were better than in
Sulphate of ammonia still accounted for the gre!llt majority

With the excepti<on of pharmaceutical products, the sale of
chemicals depends entirely upon industry. During the year 1935
Industries in South China were not in a flourishing condition, This

as due to a variety of causes, including world depression, taxation
and consequent low purchasing power. In Hong Kong itself, industry
was almost paralysed, and in South China the factories, mostly
amall, were not operating full time. The general volume of chemical
trade was therefore restricted.

WOOLLEN YARN :-Mthough the anticipated competition from
North China consequent on the establishment there of new s,pinning
plants has not yet materialised to any very large extent, there was a
considerably reduced Importation of Yorkshire and Oontinental
spinnings in 1935 owing partly to the weight of bankrupt stocks
(particularly in Canton) carried over from previ10us seasons" also

to increased importations from Japan.
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Industrial Chemicals.

at higher prices there was a g.ood demand from some adjacent markets
for singlets made in Hong Kong. It will be noted from the attached
table that quantities and values of yarn 'imported from North China
are considerably greater than correspondi1ng amounts and values
imported from the United Ki1ngdom. Very little of this, however, is.
used in Hong Kong, the bulk beiu&, re-exported to South China for use

in the weaving industries there.

I I
II
II

I
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From April to May local prices experienced a further drop
due to higher exchange. Clearances were then very poor and sales
practically nil and the market showed a very weak tendency. During
June to July local prices experienced still another decline in spite of
the much weaker exchange, and for no apparent reason, except for
the fact that certain importers must have taken advantage of
exchange, closed at higher rates. The news from Canada at the end
of July that this country might market their wheat freely at lower
p1'lees had a somewhat distu~ing influence on values here, but later
on when Canada decided to peg the price of wheat confidence was
nalored. At the same time reports of consider"ble damage to tbe
crop in U.S.A., Canada and Argentine with consequent flrmer wheat
pricea had a steadying effect on the flour prices here.

From the beginning of the year to the end of March local
'ces steadily declined and practically all flour dealers lost money

prj . C d'
e
very lot of flour they had bought whether AmerIcan, ana Ian

on .or Australian. This was due to the poor demand from upcountry
as well as from other markets taking flour from Hong Kong.
Shanghai flour monopolized the market during this period because
()f its cheapness and its advantage over other foreign flour, as it
was sold on a silver basis, while foreign flour was sold on a gold

basi•.

During August local prices advanced from 5 to 10 cents per
..,. and the market remained firm with a brisk demand for the

oon Cake" festival at the beginning of September. With the
......l&a wheat markets steadily advancing during September and

r. and at the time when the Italo-Abyssinian dispute became
aoute, a fairly active buying demand set in locally and the
of flour was raised on several occasions. From the end of

,~:::~,r to the middle of October flour prices from Australia also
~ oteadily, but reacted later. When the visible supply of

In Canada was reported, wheat prices declined and this had
elreet of bringing down flour prices in all flour exporting

decline of the Hong Kong and Chinese dollars and the re-entry int()
the market of Chinese (Chinwangtao) and Japanese competitors at
prices from 20 to 30 per cent. below the others.

Flour.

Window Glass.

The volume of husiness in window glass during 1935,
compared with previous years, was well maintained, and it is estirn

a

that from 70,000 to 80,000 cases were imported. Prices fluetua
somewhat due to keen competition between German and Be .
manufacturers, the sUght advantage held by the former owing
their barter system being offset by the l>etter known brands aI
competitors. Business in foreign window glass was non-existent
the last four months of the year the principal reasons being the
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Metals.

Conditions in the local matket improved slightly in 1935 aJ

compared with preceding years and although towards the end 01
the year there was a complete cessation of buying, it was felt thal
this cond'ition was only temporary and that given more st,,1:>le exchange
condition\$, ",hich was the main contributor to' the buying stoppagt,
a resumption in purchases could reasonably be expected. Prices lor
steel bars were very well maintained during the year, the fluctualiD'
margin being only 15/--<1. per ton. It is estimated that orders lor
approximately 35,000 tons of steel bars and plates were placed looall7
during the year, all of which with the exception of one or \ItO
thousand tons had arrived before the end of the year. Competiti'"
in price during the year has been to a great extent eliminated dlll
to the formation of a cartel for China which although more or I"
in its infancy has functioned fairly well, mainly due to the absenet
of Japanese competition.

Although, durin,g the earlier part of the year, supplies 01
sulphate of ammonia in Japan were restrictecl, yet a considerable
quantity reached China from Japanese territory, especially Formosa.
The bulk of the trade was, however, secured l>y British and German

factories.

of the consumption. In spite of the efforts of the Kwangtung
government to encourage the sale of complete fertilisers, buyers were
still reluctant, and the trade has not yet reached substantial
proportions. Such success as was achieved came from a demand for
fertilis.ing sugar cane. Sugar growing has received very great
encouragement from the appropriate departments of the Kwangtung
provincial government.

I

I
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In the latter part of the year the Hong Kong market was
completely disorganised through the heavy drop in exchange,
CUlminating with China's declaration of divorcing her currency from
silver. As a result of the devalu'ation of the Hong Kong dollar, an
announcement regard1ing which was made on December 5, iOQal prices
were raised and the year closed with practically no business, passing.

On the whole year's working the flour business for 1935 can
only be described as most disappointing and unsatisfactory.

Sugar.

Generally speaking 1935 witnessed an upward trend' in world
prices for raw sugar following the reduction in carry-over stocks
and the more approximate balance of output and consumpli'on
following the severely restricted production.

Refined sugar values naturally followed suit, !Jut Hong Kong
and China markets Were slow in coming up to replacement costs. The
severe floods in the Yangtsze valley and Yellow river areas in July
aggra\'ated the economic d'epression and financial stringency, and
refined sugar as a relative luxury in China suffered some reduction
in offtaIre. The extreme fluctuations in exchange rates following
first the unnaturally high value of silver caused by the U.S. Govern·
ment silver programme and, latterly, the divorcing of the Hong Kong
and Ohina dollar from its metallbasis and the considerable nervousne..
engendered illy Japanese military movements in North Ohina,
Manchuria and Mongolia, all tended to restrict trade. While
smuggling into South China has been practically stopped by the
continued operation of the Kwangtung government sugar monopoly,
a serious recrudescence of smuggling occurred in North China, where
owing to the attitude adopted by the Japanese military and' political
authorities the Chinese Maritime Customs are unable to control
smuggling by Koreans and Japanese SUlbjects. The political situatiOD
is somewhat less tense at the time of writing and with the at Ie
relative success achieved b)' the Chinese Government's currencY
measures the financial situation appears to be slightly easier, u4
prospects for the future are .better than they haye been for eoJlll
time past.

Gunny Bags.

Trading in Hong Kong was very restricted during the year.
as the North China markets purchased the bulk of requiremen~
through Dairen, a large proportion lJf which was transacted thro
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Hong Kong in previous years. Calcutta prices fluctuated within
very narrow limits and closed a'bout 10 per cent. lower than opening
rates. The future trend is uncertain as Calcutta MiHs Associations
are finding difficulty in continuing the arrangements for curtailment
of production. The local market has been governed almost entirely
by exchange and the recent drop has permitted stock holders to
clear to advantage.

Cement.

Business in cement continued to be fairly 'brisk throughout
th~ year despite trade conditions. Japanese importers did the bulk
of the business at very low prices.

According to local Government statistics, imports of cement
into Hong Kong in 1935 totalled 1,&37,468 piculs, valued at $1,187,753.
Countries of origin were as foHows:-

From Japan 1,329,319 piculs valued at $742,219

"
Indo-China 280,711 " " "

388,614

"
N. China 26,720 " " "

56,000

"
Other countries 718 " " "

920

Paper.

Business, in paper, on the whole, was better during the year
under review than in previous years. A few bankruptcies occurred
n Hong Kong as w~ll as in Canton, but on the whole, conditions

cannot be considered as unsound.

Dealero have placed more orders with importers than in the
put few years, and stocks, particularly, in the bulk lines, such as

....print, Caps, Woodfree Hardsized P.rinting and Flint Paper,
e increased considerably. This ,could have led to a serious crash
tbe paper market, had not the Dollar depreciated duril1g the last

months of 1935, by almost 50 per cent. in terms of sterling.

All dealers who had cargo on hand for sometime before
exchange f1unctuations occurred, and had booked their exchange

bigher rate, are now in a position to make much better profits
elr stocks than before.

During the second half of 1935, Gemnany took the lead as
supplier of China by quoting, with the assistance of the
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German Government, very competitive prices for almost all lines of
paper, particularly Newsprint Paper on Reels. Assisted by the
favourable import duties on paper on Reels, German Newsprint
Paper was imported in larg<e quantities, and as long as Germany
continues quoting such low prices, and no changes in China's customs
regulati:on", take place, this business is likely to continue.

In all high grades of paper, trading was fairly normal, but
a number of g,rades previously supplied by Scandinavian or English
mills are now coming from Germany.

Fuel Oil Trade.

Prices in terms of Hong Kong currency fluctuated considerably,
mainly owing to the rise and fall in the exchange, but also as a
result of speculative imports of Diesel on by local importers from
the U.S.A.

In the inland market, once again, there have been no notable
developments in the sales of Fuel Oil for the purpose of raising
steam. The price of coal declined still further, so that a comparison
between the costs of the two fuels turned the scales even more
heavily than previously in favour of coal. In spite of this, in
Hong Kong Its'elf, the installation of oil .burning equ'ipment In varj~us

big new buildings of all types was preferred' for the purpose of
central heatin'g and hot water. Economy in supervi'sion, efficiency
in heat control and cleanliness are three of the factors to be con­
sidered, in addition to which it must be remembered that the present
discrepancy between the price of oil and coal is unlikely to be
permanent wUd, although it may not be as cheap to use oil as
coal at the present time, the installation of oil burning equipment
may eventually prove an economy.

The increase in Diesel Fuel trade, which was noted last year,
has been ltIl..intained and, in fact, ha's been acc,elerated in both
Kiwangtung and Kwangsi Provinces, expansion being particularly
marked in and around Canton. Moreover, future prospects are
encouraging, with the Provincial Governments undertaking big
schemes for the' development of native resources and industry, while
private enterprise is providing tin mining and other projects of
this n'ature which have shown promising signs of expansion. AU
this will result in an increased demand for Diesel Fuel.
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Bunker deliveries to ocean-going vessels in Hong Kong, which
have been declining steadily over a period of years, suddenly leapt
up again during the latter part of 1935, mainly owing to the decisi~n

of one of the main steamship lines calling at Hong Kong to 11ft
bunkers here in preference to elsewhere. Bunker deliveries of Diesel
Fuel have dropped <lff, although no special significance need be
attached to this.

Imports of Fuel Oil of all grades from the Duteh East Indies
continued to pred'ominate and there were very few shipments of
genuine fuel from the U.S.A. However, as was the case in 1934,
there was a continuation of heavy imports of Kerosene Dlstrllate
from America, practically all of which has been used by native
distilleries for distilling into Kerosene. The' importation of this
grade of oil, however, has not affected the normal Diesel Fuel
market.

Motor Vehicles.

It was again impossible to obtain an offici'al list of new car
registrations, but dealers are hoping to be in possession of an
official publication early in 1936, when a more accurate report on
the number of registrrutions can Q,e given.

The beginning of 1935 showed no great improvement in the
motor trade as a whole. Dealers were still holding many used high­
horsepowered cars which had lbeen "traded-in" during the previous
year. There is still no market in Canton or up-country towns for
used cars, mainly owing to the high Customs duties, and the local
demand is negligi,ble. Many owners of high-powered American cars
did not re-license them owing to the high cost of fuel, maintenance
and licence f.ees. rhere was, and mill is, a definite demand for
used cars between 7 and 12 h.p. and they are usually only obtainwble
when the mvner leaves the Colony. The rise in the local dollar to
2/~· 2/Gd. increased sales of new cars, British, Canadian and
American makes from March to Septenaber, then with the continued
8uctuations and sudden drop to 1/&'12 in the dollar "alue, sales
of new cars practically stopped. Until the general public are
aecUstomed to the low dollar value, no great increase in s'ales of
Dew cars is anti~ipated.

There are very few straight sales made without having to
"trade-in" a hi,gh'llowered used car. As no demand exists for high-
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powered used cars, five or six years old, dealers have in many
cases sold them to a '\break-up" gang for $40 or $50. Sales for
home leave delivery and subsequent re-€xport compared favourably
wJth last year's figures, but in practicaUy each case it was necessary
for the dealers to "trade-in" a car four or five years old and the
new car was purchased from the dealer who would give the highest
"trade·in" value.

Several new Diesel-motored buses of the 30/3·2 seater types
were added to the fleets of the Companies operating on the island
and in Kowloon. Au increase in the number of Cauadian-American
saloon cars for use as taxicabs and pu/blic vehiicles on the island
was noticed. In Kowloon the taxicabs are the same as last year
and no increases have been made as the present holdings were
considered sufficient to meet the demand.

Tin.

T/he volume of export bus'iness in 1935 was about the same
as in the previous year, namely:-

Exports to Shanghai - approximately 600 tons.

I " .. Swatow, Amoy
& Foochow "

600 "
,I .. .. Europe "

1,700 ".. .. U.S.A,. "
3,600 ".. .. Japan .. 1,600 "

Total "
8,100 ..

The selling price in Hong Kong fluctuated between H.K. $102
per picul (in May-the lowest point in the year) and H.K. $180
(the highest point in the year) towards the end of 1935. The
fluctuations in the price of tin "broad have been kept within narrow
limits by the Inte.rnational Restriction Scheme, and the wide
fluctuations in the local price were brought albout mainly by the
local Exchange.

Wood Oil.

The total exports of Wood Oil from Hong Kong during 1935
were albout 3()% higher than the previous yea·r. The local price
fluduated between H.K. $24'12 1',er picul (which was the price
when the year began) and H.K. $6()-(Wh,!ch was the highest
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point in the year) in September. Towards the latter part of the
year, the business was handicapped by the uncertainty as to the
monopoly restrictions to be imposed by the Government of the
Province of Kwangsi, which is the main source of supply in South

China.

Mats and Matting.

The Notification issued by the China Homeward Freight
Conference at the end of November 1934 t,o the effect that on' and
after 1st June 1935 the rate of freight on Mats & Matting would
be raiS€<! from 2/- to 8/- per cwt. imparted a firmness to the market
during the first few months' of the· year under review. Owing,
howeve'r, to the steady rise in the Hong Kong dollar caused by the
American Treasury's silver buying programme, importers. in Europe
and elsewhere did not buy as heavily as they might have done, had
the exchange rema'ined at a lower level. After the new rate of
freight became effective·, business in Mats & Matting was brought
almost to a standstill. Although first costs sank to such low levels
as prllCtically to off-set the risl> in the freight rate, the high level
of exchange, coupled with the big stocks held by importers and the
comparatively poor off-take deterred them from making commitments
<Ill even the normal scale.

During the latter part of August and. early September first
costs had declined to the lowest level seen for man,y years,. A certain
amount of business was placed at this' time which gave the market
a firmer tone and a tendency to rise. This cOl1tinued until Octo.ber
when the calling-in of all silver coins by the Chinese Government
and the ensuing swift fall in exchange caused. a very rapid advance
in priCES of nearly all Chinese commodities', The refusal of native
weavers to accept Chinese bank notes in neu of sllver coin caused
matting merchants: seriousl losses, since they were bound to concede
higher prices to the makers in order to induce the latter to accept
paper currency, and could not recover even a portion of the dHfer-
enoo from exporters.· on contracts previously placed. The advance

D prices referred to was maintained and, at the end of DeCEmber
1935, the rise in costs of Mats & Matting' was nearly sufficient to
«set the drop in the value of HOl1g Kong dollar in terms· of sterling.

This was a welcome feature from the importers,' point of view,
nee they would have been faced with heavy losses, on their stocks

PU~a.sed at a higher exchange level if Matting values had not
- to counterbalance the fan in the dollar.
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3,400
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800

To The Philippines .

" Canada .
.. U.S.A..............•..
.. Australia .

To Panama . .. .... . 4,800 tons (8,500)

.. S. America ..... 641 .. (5,066)

.. U.S.A. ........ . 300 .. (396)

.. S. Africa ...... 8 (8)

PRESElRVED mNGER :-Local prices fluctuated during the
JUr from $10 to $16 p,er picul for cargo gi,nger and from $15 to $25

r picu! for stem ginger. This represented a decrease in terms of
a1 currency but in terms of other cmrencies Hong Kong ginger

dearer on account of higher exchange values. Increased
nt'ti1 es were, however, exported owi:ng to the more prosperous

Local statistics reveal that in addition to rice certified by the
Chamber, the following ,shiipmenm we~e made:-

During the ye",r 5,750 tons of rice was certified by the Chamber
of Commerce rice su,rveyor for export from Hong Kong as, compared
with 13,900 tons in 1934, the decrease ,being attri'butahle to
lesser demand from Panama and a considerable falling off in
demand from Chile which in the previous year made large purchases
from Hong Kong. T,he amount taken by the varions markets with
1934 figures in brackets are as follows:-

Rice.

Feathers.
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Apart from the eady part of the year when buyers were
renewi'ng stocks, 'business with European countries was below normal
although demand f"om the U"ited States o.f America was fairly
constant and the year's totals show an increase. Local market prices
were low on account of the high exchange value of local currency
and the necessary a<tjustment to world prices-feathers, being
obtainable from countries other than Ohina.

the manufacture of fnrniture whereas the canes shipped to Europe
are for use in tomato growing and other agricultu,ral purposes.

Hides.

Durin.g the filrst six months of the year high exchange
handicapped the sale of China hides in competition with hides from
South America and Afdca. During this peniod exports to most
markets were considerably beloW norm",1 although l'arger quantities
than usual were s,hipped to Turkey. These shipments stopped
abruptly on the coming into effect of the Tu11kish import quota
restrictions which limit business to countries having a clearing
agreement with Turkey based on a balance of trade or payments.
By this time, however, the prospect of supplies no longer being
available from A,byssinia resulted, in large orders being placed by
importers in other European countries and Cldna hides shared in
the increased business which followed for the remaining m<lnths of
the year. Good l'rices were realized during this period.

Canes.

There were heavy shipments, of Tsinglee canes to Europe
d'uring the early part of the year as buyers were anxiou,s to take
full advantage of the low freight ,rate. Very little Was shipped to
Europe after 1st June when the Conference rate was increased from
2/:- to 8/- per cwt. The Conference was later asked to consider a
reduction in the rate of f,reight, it being represented that enquiries
received here indicated that the European market was not over-stocked
and that there was danger of too hi,gh a £reight rate encouraging
the use of wire and metal rods as substitutes. The request was not
acceded to, the Conference lines being of the opinion that the absence
of business was due to the accumulation of stocks when the freight
rate w,as low, that the market would' eventually adjust itself and
that in the meantime fluctuations in the rate' of freight would only
make adjustment more diifficult.

Increased quantities of canes were exported to the United
States of America during the ye",r. These are mostly for use in
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Stocks of Mats & Matti"g in the hands of home buyers are
apparentiy still large, and an increased demand in the near future
is accordingly Iwt to be expected unless a keener demand enables
importers to liquidate a fair proportion of their holdings'. The
lower level' of exchange shouid however, if maintained', lH'ove of
material assistance to export trade as a whole, and the prospects
for Mats & Matting are theTefore rather better than they were
at the, beginning o.f 1935.
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conditions existing in the countries which are the largest purchasers.
Total value of exports amounted to $1,875,778. Of this am<>unt
$783,193 was taken by the United Kingdom. $332,671 by Australia,
$191,454 by Holland and $138,131 by the United States of America.

KNITTED GOODS :-Local knitting factories experienced
another year of very depressed trading. The heavy Chinese imp<>rt
duties have practically closed the South China market to Hong Kong
manufactured goods' and on account of the higher exchange value
of local currency during the greater part of 1935 it was more difficult
to sell competitively in British Malaya, the Philippines, Netherlands
East Indies and Si..m Which are now the biggest m..r,k,ets. Ther
was a welcome increase in business with the British West Indies
particularly in singlets. The yarn used in the manufactuo-e of the
lower grades of cotton knitted goods is imported from North China
and that for the higher grades from the United Kingdom. The
total value of exports of singlets in 1935 was $2,346,360 and thai

of hosiery, $352,942.

FLASHLIGHT TORCHES :-High exchange also handicappea
the sale in other markets of Hong Kong-made flashlight torches and
batteries and there Were large decreases in e"'Ports to the Netherlands
Ea"t Indies, Malaya and India. Exports to Siam and to the United
Kingdom increased but the total volume of business ($1,546,615 worth
of torches and $809,964 worth of batteries) was considerably below
normal. At the close of the year l"wer exchange gave prospects
of better bus,ines8 but it is not thought likely that there will be
much export to the United Kingdom in 1936 owing to the fact that
to qualify for Imperial Preference, the torches are now required to
be made of British-made brass which is dearer than the Continental

brass at present used.

'RUBBER SHOES :-As 'locally manll'f'actu"ed cauyas shoes
with rulblber so,~e'S qualif'y "OT Impe!l1ia:! P"eference, au impetu," has
heen gi,,,en to shl,pments to ,other pa,rts of the British Empire
po..rticul",rly the Umited K;ingclom and the, B"iJtish WeSlt Indi,es, ThO
..ubbe"" U'soo in the manufacture of the'se shoes is ,ce~tlified to be the
produce of British Malaya and other Empire countries aud the canvd
to have 'been made in the British Empire. Until a feW y,ears ago
mo"t of the canvas used originated from the Uuited States 0

,America. The total value of exports of r",bher shoes from Rolli
Kong in 1935 amounted to over $2,000,000.

77

LARD :-The manufacture of lard is an important local
industry. Pigs are slaughtered in Government ..bbatoirs, the
preparation and packing of the manufactured' lard also being
supervised by Government officials. Total exports from Hong Kong
in 1935 amounted to 71,222 picu.Js valued at $1,617,009. Of this
amount 63,158 piculs was taken 'by the United Kingdom.

Other Exports.

Approximately 2,000 tons of wolfram ore, valued at $2,300,000
was e"'Ported fTom Hong Kong in 1935 mostly to Europe. Fi're­
crackers to the total value of $3,500,000 were a:!so exported, the
principal markets heing the United States of America, the
Netherlands East Indies, India and Malaya.
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HONG KONG SHIPPING AND FREIGHT IN 1935.

The Ohamber of Commerce is indebted to Messrs. George
Grimble & Co. for the following report on shipping and freight
in 1935.

The general tone of the freight market in 1935 differed but
slightly from that of the preceding year. Earnings during the three
busy months from February to April did not compensate for owners'
losses incurred- from May to December, which per;Dd may be described
as one of the most trying that has ever existed. Sugar, bean,
'coal and salt freights, which in former years provided tramp steamers
with employment when there were no rice cargoes to be had, were
either carried by liners or almost ceased to exist, so with the heavy
volume of tonnage avaimble and with only the rice trade left to
owners, it was obvious that they were destined for a lean year.
The numerous adverse factors described in our report for 1934,
together with constant fluctuations in the value of the HDng Kong
dollar as well as the snrtaxes impesed by the Canton Government
on agricultural products and coal from fDreign countries, have made
business exceedingly difficult.

New Survey Requirements.

The new scheme of reconditioning and re--equipping Hexisting
ships" with Hong KDng Government Passenger Licences to enwble
them to comply with rules drawn np at the Simla Conference for
the Safety Df Life at Sea, if enforced by the Hong Kong GDvernment
in July 1936, will lJe a d-isquieting problem Df expenditure to
ahipoweTs whose resources throurgh adverse tradting conditions year
arter year have Ibeen taxed to the extreme. Although several
steamers have been reconstructed in accordance with the proposed
new requirements, there are still a number carrying passengers under
present licenses, some owners of which are hesitating between selling
their vessels and reconstructing them.

A d"pleted rice stock in Canton and a rise in the value of
the Hong Kong dollar once more placed rice merchants in a favoumbJe
JIOBition to embark upen trip and timechartering tonnage tD lDad
before the Chinese New Year Holidays in Saigon. Several small
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From the middle of May to the end of December, the freight
market remained dull and inactive. Anthracite coals from Tonkin,
on account of import duty being increased to Gold Unit 2.89, were
un~hle to compete successfully against Chinese coals. The cool,ie
traffic hom South China to Stmits Settlements slackened down.
Shipments of rice from Rangoon to Hong Kong and Swatow practically
ceased with the exception of small parcels to Penang and Singapore
at Rs. 4.- per ton. In June, several Ohinese and British steamers
returned to Sh"!n'gha,J, in ballastaftelr hatVirrg waited here ",or weeks
without ·employment. Sixteen steamers of all sizes, with a total
deadweight of 55,100 tons, were lying in the Harbour at the end of
June.

Effect of Currency Decision.

til The market in Novem'ber was in a disorganised state through
• DatlonalJiSa>tion of silver by the Chinese Governnwn!t. Tills was
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Franco-Chinese Commercial Treaty.

The Sino-Francaise Commercial treaty came into force on the
22nd Angust, when the Hong Kong dollar had already decli'ned in
value. Although the new treaty has a stimulating effect on exports
from China to Tonlkin and Cochin-China, yet on account of the
unfavourable exchange, importation of anthracite coals to China is
impracticable unless Tonkin coalmine owners care to accept payments
in Hong Kong dollars. The very few coal cargoes for Canton and
Swatow nnder contraci to local merchants were taken by Ohinese
steamers, which were in dire need of return cargoes for North China.

Barren as was the market in October, a few rice cargoes from
Bangkok to India were as yet available for Novemlber loading. London
owners demanded higher rates. Shippers again applied to Hong Kong
for tonnage, paying £950 per month for 4,700 tonners, £900 per
month for 4,200 tanners and $7,500 per month for 3,500 tonners,
d.elivery at Bangkok and redelivery at Singapore or Hong Kong, on
timecharter basis.

Sale of rice to Manila and Shanghai by local merchants resulted
In the fixtures of several small sized steamers 'Hong Kong/Bangko]V
Hong Kong on lumpsnm brusis. A few coal cargoes from Tonkin
to North China and Japan, and parcels of salt from Hainan Island
to Whampoa, assisted owners to recommission their unemployed
tonnage, whi'ch by the end of October, was reduced to a single Chinese
&teamer of 2,300 tons deadweight.

After a temvorary halt in business due to the Chinese NffiV
Year Holidays in the early days of February, numerous enquiries
were received from Saigon for large s,ized steamers with good ctLbic
measurement for light cargoes. Local owners held out for higher
rates. The Hong Kong dollar rose fnrther in value. Charterers
seized this opportunity of filling their requirements by fixing tonnage
controlled in London and North China. Fnrther enquiries were later
received from Saigon for large sized steamers for March and April
loading and local OWners were forced to oontent themselves with
figures in line with those accepted by owners in North China.

Competition From North China.
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sized steamers oontrolled locally were taken up by charterers. With
exch,ange in their faNour, .Chinese OWDler.s lin Shalllgh;ali ser,ioosly
competed with their second-hand tonnage for the Saigon/Hong Kong
business, and in vi'ew of their willingness to entertain rates which
no local owner would think of accepting, a fairly large number of
Chinese steamers were fixed on trip and short period' timecharters.
Meanwhile the price of bunkercoal had declined to $9.50 Hong Kong
Currency, per ton f.o,b., t.i~b., and this materially assi'sted owners
and timecharterers to operate their vessels.

Rates firmed slightly in April and early May for rice trips only.
Extra steamers thrown upon this market by Shanghai owners, unable
to procure rice cargoes, had to be content with coal freights at $2.30.
for Honllay/Swatow and $2.10/$2.60. for Hongay/Hong Kong and
Canton. Additional Chinese and British steamers of 70,000/90,000
pieuls, controlled in S'hanghai, were chartered for paddy from Sai'gon
in April, at low rates which defied competition from steamers under
the management of Hong Kong owners. The rice season, by the
end of April, Was far advanced. Pnrchases of paddy had been so
heavy that arrivals in the middle of May from Saigon could not be
accommodated in wa1'eho'Uses. 80m" 50,000 bags of KwangtuIlii
rice which had been exported from Canton to Shanghai in the previous
December were re-shipped to the original loading port, and this brought
"bout a rapi'd declirre ,n !the looal "ke mrurket. Proposa1ls for tho
cancella1Jifon of steiamers fixed f{)r end of May loading we'"
rejected by owners. In one instance charterers chose to lay up
a timecharaotered ,steamer till the termination of her charter,
pa'yinrg fullI hire to her owners..
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immediately followed by the depreciation of the Hong Kong dollar.
Chartering business was oompletely at a standstill. The situation
became more acute on account of 'higher prices demanded for bunker
coals, and on account of the Siamese Government enforcing a law,
making pilotage compulsory at Bangkok.

With the value of the Hong Kong dollar equivalent to 1/3'12d.
or 47'/0 Piastre cents and with the shortage of Government Bank
Notes in circulation in Canton, Hoihow, Pakhoi and Swatow, aU of
which is detrimental to the import trade, merchants at the end of
1935 were awaiting developments and showing no inclination to charter
tonnage.

ANNUAL MEETING OF THE CHAMBER,
MARCH 25, 1935.

The annual meeting was held in the offices of the Chamber
on March 25, 1935, when the Hon. Mr. C. Gordon Mackie (Chairman)

presided.
In moving the adoption of the report and accounts the

Ohairman' referred to the decline in the volume of practically all
classes of imports into Hong Kong and China owing to the growing
industrialisation of rChina and the low prices for China's exports
which obtain in world markets. As regards the former there were
numerous classes of goods which he thought it was most improbable
that China's industries would be able to supply in sufficient quantities
for many years to come, if at alI. He was therefore decidedly not
at one with those who feared that China"s natural and inevitable
industrial growth had sounded the death kneU of the import trade
either here or in China. It was however certain that there would
be no appreciable growth in the volume of imports from other
countries until better prices were realised for the commodities which
China exported.

America's Silver Policy.

During the year under review the silver producing interests
in the United States of America, known as the Silver Bloc, convinced
the American Government that a higher value for silver would
improve China's purchasing power and consequently greatly benefit
American export trade to China. So far America's silver purchasing
policy was having just the opposite effect in that it was paralyzing
China's export trade and depriving her of the wherewithal to purchase
foreign goods. Neither had it had the anticipated effect of increasing
world commodity prices, which were lower than they were when
America commenced to buy silver. So far as one could see, the only
benefit derived by anyone from this artificial interference with
economic laws had gone to the comparatively smaU portion of the
world's population engaged in the production of silver.

The benefit of downward revisions of the Chinese Customs
tariff in certain instances had been more than discounted by the
levying in others of additional provincial taxation. Apart from the
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reduced the charges for airmail correspondence. Merchants were
grateful for this assistance more particu,larly as all revenue
(including receipts on account of airmail and ordinary correspondence)
was subject to a levy for the purposes of the contribution made by
this Colony for Military defence. The latest reductions in airmail
charges involved the Government in a considerable loss on this service.

Mr. Mackie's Retirement.

Mr. Bell referred to the impendIng departure of Mr. Mackie
on retirement and expressed the thanks of members for his work
on their behalf as Chairman of the Chamber during the past two
:aro, also as the Chamber's representative on the Legislative Council.

r. Bell's tribute to Mr. Mackie was- received with loud applause.

Other Business.

Messrs. Percy Smith, Seth & Fleming were re-appointed

auditors to the Chamber.

The election of the folloWing members by the Committee was
confirmed :-Mr. D. G. Glenn AUen and Messrs. Petersen & Co.

The following were elected the General Committee for the
ensuing year :-The Hon. Mr. C. Gordon Mackie, the Hon. Mr. J. J.
Paterson, Mr. W. H. Bell, Mr. Stanley H. Dodwell, Mr. V. M. Grayburn,
Mr. A. W. Hugh~s, Mr. C. C. Knight, Mr. G. Miskin, Mr. K. S.
Morrison, Mr. T. E. Pearce and Mr. A. L. Shields.
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Seconder's Speech.

In seconding the adopti,m of the report and accounts,
Mr. P. S. Cassidy referred to the deplorable state of the local share
market and said he thought the time had come when some notice
should be taken by the authorities of the losses being sustained

. by genuine investors'. The seri'Ou8 depreciation in share values had
not only been 'borought about by professional speculators but had been
intensified by the forced sale of margins by outside organisations
which profited through gambles- in commodities. The pepper gamble
in London raised a storm of protest which was receiving the attention
of the Imperi..1 Government. A wider and more insidious gamble
in Hong Kong appeared' to leave hoth the oommunity and the

Government unmoved.

The report and accounts were adopted.

VI

Questions Atreding Shipping.

The Chairman then reviewed various questions which had been
the subject of correspondence between the Chamber and the
Government and said that as the result of representations- by the
Chamber, a scale of part-day fees for Sunday Cargo Working Permits
had been instituted. Under the old system the cost of a permit was
often out of all proportion to the amount of Sunday labour involved.
Shipping Compani€s were grateful for this- relief, but they were
still of the opinion that it was unfair that shipping should be the
one industry differentiated against in regard to Sunday Working
and that there was much to be said for the abolition of the Ordinance.
The Chamber had indicated to Government that it concurred in the

views of shipping companies.
Another matter atrecting shipping Which had formed the

subject of correspondence between the Chamber and Government
related to the qualifications of Chinese wireless operators who obtain
certificates in Hong Kong, authorising them to operate in certain
Far Eastern wate,rs. Until Chinese operators attained the standard
of proficiency laid down by either the Washington or Madrid Radio
Telegraphic Conventions Hong Kong could not ratify the Radio
Telegraphy provisions of the International Convention for the Safety
of Life at Sea. It was sati'sfactory to note that, following a
recommendation by the Chamber of Commerce, the Hong Kong
Government had started, a school for the instruction of wirelese
operators in order to qualify them for the necessary certificates.

In conclu:sion, the Chairman referred to the reduction in
postal rates for correspondence to the United Kingdom via SUeJ
and Pacific routes which had followed representations by the Chamber
and said that on present exchange values postal charges were stiD
substantially higher from here to the United Kingdom than in tbe
reverse direction. The ditre,repce Was more marked in the case of
correspondence despatched via Siberia. The Chamber was maJciJII
further representations in this matter. The Government had twic'

questionable legality of such taxes under existing treaties, certain
of them applied to necessities which China was only producing in
very small quantities. Consumers and merchants alike had therefore
been very hard hit. The matter bad been the subject of
correspondence between the Chamber and H.B.M. 'Consul General in

Canton.



THE COLONY AND PORT OF HONG KONG.

The Col<>ny consists of the isl:md of ~hat name, s,ituate near
~he mouth ,of the Canton River, a tract of the mainland' of Kwang­
tung P'rovince. South China, and a number of nei,ghbouring islands,
the whole Col<>ny havin'g an area of about 300 square-miles. It is
distantaJbout 40 miles from Macao and 90 f,rom Canton, the principal
city of Sou,th China, wh'ich contains a population O!f upwards of
two million people. Hong Kong may fairly be described as the
commereial gatewllY of South China, an area inhabited by ove,r
eighty millions ,of China's dense population.

The Ifollowing notes regarding the Colony are adapted' from
the admirable digest puiJlisihed in the Hong Kong SecHon of the
"Directory and Chronicle of the Far East."

The harbour of Hong Kong is one of tfue finest and most
beautiful in the world, having an area of seventeen square-mHes.
sind with Its d'ivers'ified' scenery and varied shipping, it presents
an animated' and imp<Ysing spectacle. The har,bou,r OOU8'ists of the
s1heet of w..ter between the island and the msinland, and on both
sides are lofty hiJls, formerly destitute of foliage, Ibut uow
clothed, espeoially on the ,island, with young forests, the result of
continuous afforestation work by the Government. The city of
Vi'Cltoria is magnificen'tly situated, the houses, many of them large
and handsome, rising, tier upon ti,er, !from the water edge t'O a
height of over filve hundred feet on the face of the Peak, while
many houses are visiible on the ""ry summits of the hills. Seen
from the water ,.t niglht, when liglhts twinkle among the trees and
houses, Hong Kong is a sight not readily to be f,orgotten.

The central areas of the city are well buUt, the roads and
streets are for the most part admiraJbly made and kept, and many
of 'bhe 'I>huroughfares delightfully slhaded with well-grown trees.
The EUrDJ)<!an Ibusiness quarters, u,ccUlpies the middle of the city,
bnt with the exception uf this limited area almum all the lawer
levels, especially the Western District, are covered by a dense mass
O!f Chinese shops and tenements. On the mainland extensive
subuuban and industrJ'al areas have developed since 1920.
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Population.

A census taken in March, 1931, showed that total population
O!f the Colony to be 849,751. On the island O!f Hong Kong the,re
wore 410,921; ,on the Kowloon Peninsula 264,675; in the New
Territories 98,905, and afloat 75,250. Of the boat population, 38.854
were in Viotoria ohanbour. The non--Qhinese popu1'a'tion, cons·isted
of 44 n..tionalities, of which the following were the principal in
point of nurnbers:-British civilians, 6,684 (3,756 males. and 2,928
females); British Defence Forces, 7,682; Indian Civilians, 3,475;
Indian s'oldiers, 1,270; Por,tuguese (!born in Hon.g K<>ng, Macao,
or 'China), 3,198; Japanese, 1,833; American, 494; Filipino, 338;
French, 260 and German. 179.

Trade and Industry.

Hong Kong is vhe centre upon which converges for distribu­
twn the mer.chand,ise of the rich and denwly inh..bited te'rritories
of South China, and \w>ene<l radiates a v.ery la~ge proporti'on of
the products 'of the Western World, destined far Oriental consumers,
of whom the neighlbouring province of KJWangtung alone haa forty
millions to provide for. The varied products of the provinces' and
countries adjacent to Hong Kong find their way to the outside
world 1Jhrouglh the well-estabUshed Ibusiness "hangs" of the British
Colony.

The total value of imports in 1935 "mounted to $365 millions
and exports to $271 lUillions.

The largest individua.l items of import are Foods.tuffs, Piece
Goods, Oils and Fats, Metals, Chinese Medicine,s. and Fuels.

These are also the largest individual items of eX'port s,inee
most imports ,are demined for South China and ad·j...ent markets.
South -China produce and manufactures are also exported through
HO!l1! Kong, the prin,ciple items being wolfram and othe,r ores, wood
oil, cassia and other essential oBs, cassia lignea, canes, mats and
mstting, hides and feathers.

The Colony possesses a large sugar refinery, a cement we>rks,
• rope works, a coal briquetting factory, many OMnese knitting
factories, soap and pel1fumery factories, glas~lowing emabHshments,
tipr and e1garette f...tories af modern type, numerous native



Finances.

There are no duties, upon Imports or Exports with the
exception of Liquors, and Preparati'ons C'ontaining more than ten
per cent. of pure Alcohol .by weiglht, Tobaccos and Light Hydro­
ca11bon Oils (Motor Spirit) on which an Imporl Duty is imposed
on local consumption only and not on ExpOQ'ts or on ships' stores.
Under the Ottawa Conference Agreemenlt a preference', consisting
of a rebate of one-fualf the duty, is extended to ErrupiTe' brandy and
a preference of approximately ten per cent. to Emp,ire tobacoos;
motor vehicles not of British Empire origin are subject to a licence
fee of 20 pel' cent. of their value DO first registration in the Colony.

The Government is administered by a Governor, aided by
an Executive Council of Six official and, three unofficial memiJerB.
The Legislative Council is- presided over by the Governor, and is
eomposed of the Officer commanding the Troops, the Colonial

eeretary, the Attorney-General, the Treasurer, the Secretary for
bin... Affairs, the Director of Public Works, the Inspector
onera! of Police, the Harfuour Master. the Director of Medical

Sanitary Services, and eight unofficial members, one of whom
leeted by the Chamber of Commerce and another by the J uBtices
the Peace. The remaining six, three of whom are of Chinese

but Briti.h nationality, are appointed' by the Government.

Method of Government.
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Revenue for the y·ear 1936 is estimated at $26,671,845 and
expenditure at $29,598,148, leaving an estimated deficit of $2,926,303
to be met out of surplus halances which at <the end of 1935 were
estimated to total $12,095,789.

A series of .six ""Perimental flights to and from Penang
and Hong Kong with a view to the eventual linking of Hong Kong
to the Imperial air route were carried out Iby Imperial Airways
in Octdber, 1935. The first tMlo flights were for the purpose of
surveying the route, which involves two long sea crossings of 400
miles from P>enang ~o Sa';'gon and 600 from Tourane to Hong Kong.
The other four f1i,ght,s succffisfuUy dJemoll's~rated the feas~bility <>If
a day and a half sdhedule each way. When a regular Bervice is
instituted, Hong Kong will !be brought within nine and a half days'
journey of England.

In shiPbuHding, local y.ards bave a world-wide reputation for
excellence <>f workmanship and, With general engineering and reliail'll,
they nOl'lllally g'ive employment to aIbo~ thi'rly th<>usand· workmen.
In 1921, Hong Kon,g shiPbuilding yards launched a greater numlber
of vessels than the rest of the British Empire, outside the United
Kingdom, put together.

Shipbuilding Facilities.

x

Airport Facilities.

fa~orie. manufacturing rubher Sihoes, f1ashliglh,t torches, fireilrackers.
vermHlion, .oy, !baskets and raktan ware, nakive boat building yards,
brick and .tile manuf~uring induatries and granite quarries, etc.
The manufaoture <>f ,lard Is also an important local industry. A
Dairy Farm Company, under 'European supervision, supplies fresh
milk and meat and also contl'Ols an extensive ice factory.' The
Dolonial Government owns the British Section of a single line
railway to Canton.

Since ,the cession of bhe Colony, the British Navy has played
an important part in the h'istory of Hon'g Kong. The well equipped
Doc'kyard (now employing 2,500 hand,,) 'is the main storing and
repairing !base for the ,China Squadron, whi<lh is generally in
Hong Kong, in foroe, durirug tfue winter months. The 'Oolony is
tfue· penmanent base for the flotilla of gulliboats maintained on the
West River (between Hong Kong and Canton). Its commercial
im'portanee makes the Col,my the natuTal centre from which Far
Eastern trade ro~es may 00 patrolled, and for several years a
fleet including six b",ttle ships was maintained in Hong Kong
waters.

The Hong Kong Government, with the approval and financial
supp{)lrl of H.M. Government, ;It"", oonstructed an aerodrome at Rai
Tack" on the mainland of Kowloon. In addHion to the present
Hangar (250'-120 ft.) which is used for the housing of flying
machines of the Royal Air Force, f<>r commercial machines and
machines <Jf the Hong Kong Flying Club, a large hanger and
other improvements .a're in .course of construction, with a view to
making Hong Kong a fully equipped airport capable of dealing
with an air mail service.



The building yard is 500 feet long, and 500 feet wide, and
... been equipped with a view to the construction of passenger
IDd cargO vessels, tu~bine ste"mers, steam yoohts, torpedo-destroyers,
Iteam launches, tugS and lighters. The engine shops are most
GIloeDaive and complete, cap..ble of undertaking the building of all
dMIea of steam engines, including geared turbine.. The esta,blish-

There are three slipways:-

No. 1 Slipway is 1,030 -feet long and 80 feet wide, capalble
of taking steamers up to 335 feet long having a displooement of
3,000 tons.

No. 2 Slipway is 1,0531/2 feet long and 60 feet wide, capa1ble
of taking steaomers up to 370 feet long having a displooement of
4,000 tons.
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No.3 Slipway is 993% feet long and 60 feet Wide, capable
of taking steamers up to 300 feet long' having, a displacement of
2,000 tons.

Lamont Dock-Length on !«leI blocks, 333 feet; OJreadth at
entrance, 64 feet; depth of water over sill at ordinary Spring

tides, 16 feet. .

The Shears at Hung Hom are cap..ble of lifting 100 tons
d the depth of water alongside is 24' 0" at low tide. There

ane nine building berths at Hung Hom ranging from 450' 0" to
:~()' 0" and the Dock is cap..ble of building vessels up to 700'

in length.

Taikoo:-In 1908 docks constructed by the Taikoo Dockyard
and Engineering 'Co., Ltd., at Quarry Bay, just insi'de Lyeemun
PaSll, Were completed. The dock has OJeen built to British :'-dmir~lty
requirements and 'has been designed to permit of further .mcreasmg

its lenj!'th should it become necessary a,tsome futu,re tnne to do
80. The dimensions of the dock are: 797 feet extreme length;
750 feet on the blocks; 120 feet wide at coping; 77 feet 6 inches
wide at ,bottom; 88 feet width of en,trance at top; 82 feet width
of entrance at bottom; 34 feet 6 inches depth over centre of sill
at high Spring tides; 31 feet depvh over sides of sill at H.W.O.S.T.
A feature of the dock is the caisson, of the box-sHding type,

weighing 400 tons and electrically controlled.No. 2 Dock-Length on :l<;eel blocks, 371 feet; bTeadth a
entrance, 74 feet; depth of wa,ter over sill at ordinary Spring tides
14 feet.

Kowloon Docks, Hung Hom.

No. 1 (Admiralty) Dock-700 feet in length, 95 feet I
breadth at entrance at top and 88 Ifeet at bottom, and 30 fee
depth of water over sill at ordinary Spring tides.

Dock and Shipbuilding Yards.
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Excellent dock accommodation and shipbuilding facilities

exist in the Colony. The Hong Kong & Whampoa Dock Co., W.,
a British Company, incorporated under the Hong Kong Companies
Ordinance, 1865, on the 11t<h Octob€r, 1866, has three extensive
establishments. The principal establishment and' Head Office is
situated at Kowloon Docks, Hung Hom, <me, known as Oosmopolitan
Dock at' Tai Kok Toui, and two Docks at Alberd'een, on the south
side of H<mg Kong Island. The establishments of this Comj>any
aTe' fitted with all the best and latest aj>pliances for engineerin"
and shipbuilding work. No. 1 Dock at Kowloon can accommodate
the largest vessel in H.M. Navy on the Chinese Station, and also
the largest merohant vessel calling at Hong Kong. The Docks an
Sli]>S are of the following dimensions:-

Patent Slips, No.1-Length on keel blocks 240 feet; breadt
at entrance 60 feet; depth on the blocks 14 feet.

No.2-Length on keel blocks 230 feet; Ibr,eactth ,at entrance
60 feet; depth of water on the ,blocks at ordinary Spring tides,
12 feet.

Tai Kok Tsui.

Cosmopolitan Dock-Length On keel [blocks, 466 feet; breadth
at entrance, 85 feet 6 inahes; depth of wa,ter over sill at ordinary
Spring tides, 20 feet.

Aberdeen.

Hope Dock-Length on keel blocks, 435 feet; breadth at
entrance, 84 feet; depth of water over sill at ordinary Spring tides,
23 feet.

l



There are daily saHings by coasting Companies' ships carry­
-'0 and passen.gers to all river and coast ports of Southern

During the ty.phoon season there are special moorings and
Mchorages to which vessels can move with immunity from danger.
A Rescue Tug operated by the Hanbour Department is always
nallable to assist shipping daring typhoon rweather. Steam fire"ta are also available and the harbour is efficien.tly patrolled day

Bight by water police launches. Competent pilots are available
IIleet vessels at either entr<ll1Ce of the 'harbour by day or night.

Other Port Facilities.

The Hanbour has 'a depth ranging from 24 to 78 feet
L.W.O.S.T. The .rise of tide is wbout 8 feet O.S.T.
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In Hong Kong itself, adjoining the Chinese business quarter,
h' Provident Loan & Mortgage Co., Ltd., own and operate

the C ma f 23 !!,odowns covering a water iirontage of some 2,000
a range 0 'd which ~here is s<Ufficient water at all tides, to
feet aiOngsl e ' f th'sand

' d te Ohinese junks and lighters. By reason 0 I , ,
aoc:molo:e proximity of ,the coastal and river steamers and their
of e c fh godowns are almost exclusively utilised, for the
wharves, eae . d f r whichof sugar flour dee· and- 'general Chma prQ uce, 0

stor:~: diScharg~ frem'ships in the stream is particularly favoured.
earg , h o~,t" a& general bonded warehouae-keepers
The Company w 0 ~.- , t 'd I

I· b,n the Hong Kong Government, have se aSI e amp e
under leence J , f 'l't' f

for the storage of dutiable goods, and proVIde aCl I 1<>9 or
space . t' f ds'n bondthe landing, shipping and transh.pmen 0 goo I .

With oaIrgo delivered from transit godown, !the .syst~m is
. s to obtain Agents' countersignature to thelT BIlls offor ConSlgnee ' ''. ff f

Lading, a<fter which the Bills of Ladmg are stamped 0 or
del"very at th" ·Godown Office, and consignees go to the godowns
wh:re their cargo is delivered to them, seven days' ~ree stor~ge
(not counting date of arrival) being allowed, after whIch over~lme

is charged. Only a portion of a steamer's cargo i'S taken d.r.ect
b:f consignees from transit godowns, ~he bal~nce usually bemg
transferred to storage godowns <under mstruchons from the ~n­

a181lees, the greater part of the merchandise being held under hen
to the various banks. Warrants are issued from such cargo and
the merchants issue Delivery Orders as and when required.

The Hong Kong & Kowloon mar! & Godown Compan~

Limited owns a Water frontage 2,000 feet in length at Kowloo
the total area of its property being 1,201,350 sq. ft. It has nin
berths cap..ble of berthing steamers 650 feet in length with
draught of 32 feet at lowest spring tides. A new wharf, 800 fee
in length, and 60 feet in breadth, !Was completed in 1!l32. Ligh
railwa,:! lines facilitate the transfer of cargo to or from transit
godowns or from steamer to steamer at the wharves. A railway
siding connects the premises with the Kowloon-Canton Railway.
The Company maintains a fleet o<f eleven steam and motor tugs
and l"unches and 114 lighters of from 50 to 200 tons capacity
its godowns (including separate 'buildings for extra hazardou
hazardous and non.hazardous goods and b<>nded warehouse fo
storage of dutiSJble g,oods) have a total capacity of aIb<>ut 300,00
measurement tons. An open space (343,34<1 sq. ft.) is als
provided for storage of timber and other cargoes not requiring
cover. The newer gOdowns are equipped with electric conveyors
and electric cranes. Sixteen cargo cranes are operated on ghor.
and five afloat, with a lifting capacity u,p to 25 tons. There is
additional accommodation at West Point, the principal Ohinese
business quarter. A large staff o<f Swatow cooli"s, trained to
handle car,go, is employed and hous"d by the ,Company, which also
maintains an effective force of detectives and' watchmen to prevent
robberies and pilferage.

Cargo is handled !both in midstream and at wharves. In
the former case transit 'by means of lighter or native junk is the
rule. Steamers surrounded five deep on either side by native craft
are consequently a normal feature of Hong Kong Harbour.
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Wharves and Godowns.

ment thrl>ughout has been fitted with the latest time-saving
appliances procurable. The el<>etric crane situated on the sea-wall
lifts 100 tons at a radius of 70 feet, and· waggon and crane roads
run the full length from end to end.

Holt's Wharf has a frontag·e of 1,600. ft. and an area of
108,000 sq. ft. The storage accommodation comprises five, four
and two-storey warehouses with a capacity o<f 25.000 measurement
tons. A large fleet of tugs and lighters is also maintained. Both
thes" wharves are connected by special siding with the railway.

II
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Work on the Shing Mun Valley ""heme began in December,
11132. It is e.timated that its total cost will be in the neighbour­
~ of nine miUion 'doll"rs.

I te k reservoirs is as fol'1ows:-The capacity of loca Wa rwor s

384.80 million gallons.Tytam .
" By_ash. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 22.40 "

" Intermediate. . . . . . . . . . . . . 195.90 "

" Tuk 1,419.00 "

Aberdeen (Upper) 173.23 ..

" (Lower). . . . . . . . . . . . . . 80.00 "
. h 30.34 "WongnelC ong .

pokfulam 66.DO" "

Kowloon (M,ain) 352.50" 01

" (Byewash). . . . . • . . . . . . 185.50" "

Shek Li Pui 116.10" "

Shing Mun Reception 33.15" "

B the Spring of 1937 it is antioipated that work o~ the
Gorge gam and Ju,bilee Reservoir at Shing Mun :Valley WIll be
completed. Use i. already being made of the partlal~y completed
Dam which at its presel>t height of 160 feet prOVIdes storage
capacity for some 500 million gallons of water. When th~ full
height of 275 feet i's reached it is estimated that there WIll be
capacity for storage of 3,000 million gallons.

As the Shing Mun Valley is on the mainland, water from
the reservoir is made av,ailable to Hong Kong by means of two
CI'Oss-ha.z,bour pipe lines which connect with a service reservoir on
the lower levels of the island.

Capacity of Local Reservoirs.

XVI

The Government maintains, a Commercial Wi'reIess Telegrap
Station at Cape D'Aguilar which has an average day range of 3
miles, and a night range of 700 miles. Continnous watch is kepl

Buoys in the Harbour are owned by the Government as follows
18 "A''' Class for vessels 450 to 600 feet long, 28 "B" Class for vessel
300 to 450 feet long and 5 ".0" Class for vessels less than 300 fee
long. The charges are $16, $12 and $8 per day respectively.

Harbour Charges.

China, and to ports in the Far Eastern trade, as well as almost
daily departures !by ocean ste'amers to overseas ports.

Ample ,bunkering facilities are provided by private stocks
of Coal averaging 60,000 tons., of which about one third i's North
China coal, and the remainder Japanese and Formos'an.

A Watel'boat Camllany, dr,awing its water from the Govern
ment reservoirs, has a fleet of 8 vessels carrying from 230 to 27
tons each.

The average &tock of F1uel Oil for commercial 'bunkering
55,000 tons. One Oil Company ,has berthing facilities for
vessels, and another company for 1 vessel alongside the 0;
installation, With a water depth of 28 feet and 23 feet L.W.O.S.
respectively. Delivery can be given up to 600 tons an hour fro
wJu.rf and 350 tons an hour from lighters.

The Government imposes Light Dues of Two and four-tenths
cent. per ton on all Ocean ships, an<! nine-tenth. of a cent per to.
on all River steamers which enter the waters of the Colony. The
sterling value of the a'bove rates at $1 equals Is. 8d'. is converted baa
into dollars at the average opening selling rate on London for lhe
previous month.

A charge of $75 to $350 for ships of 400 to 5,000
over, is made for permission to work car,go on Sundays.

I
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The following reports, Government papers and w<>rks of
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WORKS OF REFERENCE ON HONG KONG

Association of Exporters & Dealers Reports (1912-1923)
British Trade with Hong Kong, Report on, (1896). •
Census Report, (1931).
Contagdous Diseases, Report on (1881).
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Government Gazettes (1891-1935).
Harbour, Hong Kong, Fitzmaurice Report, (1922).
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Hong Kong Recorder" (185Q-59).
HHong Kong Regi:ster" (1844-1858).
Hong Kong, Report on, by Mr. R. Montgomery Martin (1857),
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uAffairs in China", Correspondence re (1859-60 1864 1885 1899

1902, 1912). ' , ,
Agreement between Great Britain and China (1876)
Attacks 'On H.~,S. "Coekchafer" (1869). ' •
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re, (1876). '
.British Trade in China, Report on by Board of
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Jianton, Evacuation of: Papers reo (1862).
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Chma, Papers relating to (J 840)
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Chmese Characteristics'" (Smith)
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Ch~nese Em~g;ation Mortality, Correspondence reo (1857).
Chmese JudICIary, A Gen-eral Statement 'Of Present ConditioDJ

(1925),
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Chronology of Events in China 1911-27 (by Association 01

International Understanding).
Commerce: "Principal Articles of Chinese Commeree" (Watson)

(1930). . ""Commercial & Industrial Handbook of Chma (1926).
eommer.cial Relations with China, Repol't on, (1847).
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History: Modern Chinese History (McNair).
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Kwangtung 'Conservancy Reports (1919-27).
Kwangtung River Conservancy Commission Report, (1929).
Labour Conditions in China, Papers respecting, (1925).
Labour: "Humanity & Labour in China" (Dame Adelaide

Anderson) .Laws &; Documents of China, Constitution of, ,<1924).
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Lancashire & The Far East (Utley).
League of Nations Statistical Yearbook.
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London Post Office Directory.
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UShanghai", A Short History of.
Shanghai Conference Reports, British Chambers of Commerce

(1919-24).
HShanghai", The Hon. Mr. Justice Feetham's Report on, (1931).
Sino-Foreign Treaties. .
Smuggling in China, 'Correspondence re Preventlo-n of, (1857).
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Sunglung Flood Prevention Report, (1928).
Tientsin Massacre, Report on, (1870).
Trade & Economic Conditions in China (H.B.M. Commercial
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Trade Marks in China (Chamber of Commerce and China

Association Negotiations) (1919).
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"Unequal Treaties" (Gilbert).
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"What's Wrong with China?" (Gilbert).
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[VESSELS EN'rERED AND CLEARED.]

HONG KONG SHIPPING IN 1934 AND 1~35.

1934 I 1935 Decrease Increase

lass of Vassels. No. Tonnage No. Tonnage No. Tonnage No. Tonnage,
-----i-----------~---------------

British Ocean· 1 4,824 12,035,087 5,092 12,510,99R 268 475,911
going ......... J ...

Foreign Ocean- 1 6,25S 16.870,439 6,802 18.195,573 ... 549 1,325,134
going ......... f

British River 1 7.669 7,438,173 7,606 7,504,180 63 66,007
S~eamers ... J ... .. .

Foreign River 11
i

Steamers ... J 1,759 730,579 2,006 1 779,925 ... 247 49,346
,

!Heamship 9 1 6,547 167,038 6,101 158,638 446 8,400under 60 tons J ... ...

JQDks, Foreign I
16.991 2,812,717 17,946 2.338,163 474,554 955Trade ......... f ... ...
------- ---- ----1------- --- ----

Tot I, 'Ii"oraigu }
44,043 40,054,033 45,553 41,487.477 509 482,954 2,019 1,916,398Trade .........

- -- ---- ---- ---~------1---- _.-- .
~-'--

'''m LaUD_} I I
Tt;:~. ~~~~~ 21,:l60 727,900 21,601

759'
884

1

I
... 241 31.984

'. Loca~ }
i ,

28,351
,

Trade 1,132,089 27,501 1,226,618 850 ' ... 94,529

------------------ -----------
d TotaL .. 93,754 41,914.022 4,655 43,473,979 1;359 482,954 2,260 2,042,911

------------

Nct~ ....... ....... ... ... 901 1,559,957

c
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PERIODICALS.
Finance & 'Commerce, Shanghai.
North China Herald.
Far Eastern Review.
Chinese Economic Bulletin.
Chinese Economic Journal.
Shanghai Market Prices.
Shanghai Realty Market Report!.
Nanking Monthly Price Statistics.
"Crown Colonist."
"British Industries" (F.B.I. Journal).
Mercantile Guardian.
British Expor.t Gazette.
British Trade Review.
Export Trader.
British Empire Review.
Stock Exchange Gazette.
Australian Manufacturer.
Port of London Authority Monthly.
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Commerce Reports by U.S.A. Department of Commerce.
Manila Weather Bureau Reports.
Bulletin of International News.
International Institute of Ag..·iculture Publications.
Netherlands Indies Review.
CHAMBER OF COMMERCE JOURNALS:-Argentine,
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chester, Northampton, Shanghai, Sydney, Tokyo, U.S.A. (British
Empire Chamber of Commerce in).

OHAMBER OF COMMERCE MARKET REPORTS:-Bang­
kok, Bengal, Bombay, Brazil, Callao, Calcutta, Oeylon, Foochow,
Hank-ow, Madras, Makassar, Penang, P.ondichery, Saigon, Singapore.

CHAMBER OF COMMERCE ANNUAL REPORTS:-Am­
sterdam, Bengal, Birmingham, Bombay, Brazil, Cardiff, Ceylon,
Djibouti, Edinburgh, Freemantle, Hamburg, Hankow, Lourenco
Marques, Madras, Malta, Manch-e5ter, Manila, Melbourne, Newcastle,
New York, Newport, Penang, Shanghai, Siam, Singapore, Sydne1.
Tientsin, Tokyo, Townsville, Wellington.

Ports: UWorld Ports."
Pretoria: Descriptive Booklet.
Sell's National Dil'ectory (Great Britain & Ireland',.
Siam, Commercial Directory.
Silv-er Question, by E. M. Gull. .
Steamship Subsidies: Report of ParlIamentary Committee on

(1902).
Swansea, Metal Exchange Report.
Tariffs': A Study in Method (Gregory)-Presented by T. H. R.

. Shaw, Esq.
Treaty between U.S.A. and Japan, 1860.
United Kingdom: Reports on Revenue, Population and Commerce

of United Kingdom (1937-1844).
United Kingdom, Trade of, 190"3.
U.S. Customs Tariff Act, 1930.
Wireless Telegraphy (Imperial) Report (1919-20).
Whitaker's Almanack.
Yokohama, Foreign Trade Directory.



Exporta 'rom Hong Kong and Canton to Continent 0' Europe 'rom 1923-1935.

Winenl, I Oil E_ntla\ I 011 Wood

~
~
<

~

~.
<

3,248
1,220
1,284
2,842
4,466
4,650
3,655

Tin

slabs
7,605
3,500

30,663
8,000
2,500
2,788

500

384
13,000

3,967
20,870
42,814

bags.
17,129
16,876

4,517
2,744
9,834

18,642
23,368
10,581
16,119

9,617
11,748
9,495

17.174-

2,652
548
697

1,711
3,199
1,369

93

drums

drums

Tobacco

Oll., Other

2,885
2,598
3,492

cases

6,419
3,026
3,416
6,716
8,861

12,610
6,473

drums

2,797
1,865

954
1,851
2,053
1,607
3,767
3,028
2,271
1,400
1,123
1,476
1,889

'I'ea Mall

cases

Tin

300

slabs
2,400
1,108

500
83
40

8,099
155,374
130,386

85.

2,317
3,165
1,388
1,147
1,752
2,222
1,877
1,107
1,608
1,989
2,092
1,883
1,925

cases

Oil I Oil Wood
E8Iential

T••

pkgs.

605
44
75
,12

118
115
162
128
384
152

52
245
125

pkgs.
13,594
11,170

6,513
19,451

8,101
6,435

13,982
19,018

8,348
4,124
5,264
7,697

21,340

pkgs.
618
755

38
27

395
300
184
291
472
131
177
876

r.

To.

Minerala

pkgs.
25,434
13,139
12,810
10,866
42,385
33,051
69,070
94,940
91,870
70,996
85,083
81,752

133,07H

pkgs.
78,868
47,826
31,880
16,505
55,685
38,129
38,251
64,C:l04
69,922
15,483
14,528
28,517
29,829

Sundriel

Mat. ...d
Wall'''.

rolls
.75,512

97,088
49,267
10,'Z60
92,499
94,989
93,965

109,500
195,804
105,754
171,756
210,096
99,560

Sundries

pkgs.
14,458
24,318
14,392
11,183
43,Hl4
32,286
31,222
46,100
18,676

9,236
8,074

12,855

Mati and
Matting

rolls
99,991

134,555
66,891
18,373

157,672
135,573
110,379
139,309
125,539
139,029
151,163
151,652
132,629

SoY

casks
3,929
3,696
3,750
8,809
3,689
4,051
3,835
1,999
3,057
2,080
1,790
2,782
2,605

~,.

8,022
35,055
35,500

117,982

2,995
2,900

500
650

1,493
1,642

753
495
455

1,140
970

l.fj20

cases

Human
Hair

cases
1,867
a,53a
1,163

458
430
363
392
191
522
314
306
528
537

Star Ani.eed

balcl'l

H,."

1,921
1,146
2,135
1,941
1,724
1,025
1,964

bales
4,579

11,444
1,687

50
1,359

837
1,279

575
756
970

1,213
606
607

Hides

bales

2,263
2,171
2,H7
1,151
3,052
3,546
4,212

Silk
Waite

bales
5,563

11,769
960
187

5,661
10,337
10,039

5,247
8,194

896
2,798
4,033

baleB
1,475

636
125

281
1,206

440
258
320
382
171
175
177

Silk Raw I Silk Walltll

17,038
17,838
11,065

7,220
Hl,f)\j7
23,725
19,572
17,612
18,655
21,304
10,458
15,692
13,438

779
633
250

24
1,136

674
90P
937

1,478
514
688
996
791

cases

bales
14,560
37,523
13,548

562
35,187
39,578
27,791
18,674
11,184

6,318
8,291

'05

Silk: Raw

pkgs
176
2G6
157
12
80
71
87
72
68
30
25
16
10

Silk P.
Goodl

3,261
7,632
1,982
1,935
2,059
2,55l
2,728
2,431
1,646
1,278
1,900
2,222
1,971

Feathers IFireCraokerl

bales
4,009
9,034
8,859
3,256

10,989
12,506
17,053
11,858
12,181
10,713
17,374
15,387
12,811

pkgs.
1,393

530
441
128
530
560
602
407
276
231
267
3·

Silk P. Gooda

2,085
3,244
3,612

2,641
2,867
2,367

520
1,220
1,500
1,719
1,325
1,348

278
318
341
339

cases

5,285
3,953
2,663

820
3,088
2,535
3,247
3,669
3,455
1,650
1,525
1,002

760

cases

Seagull

4,900
5,389
1,810
3,835
8,033
4,811
4,370
3,970
4,575

1,712
3,099
2,360

bales

Cassia
Lignea .\; I Chin. war.

Bud. & M'obdile

cases
43,648
39,428
21,595

1,150
53,287
46,826
35,496
42,749
47,082
41,352
49,698
49,280
56,121

pkgs. I oases

1,380
43
71
20

696
1,124

948
1,561
1,386
2,749
5,122
2.517

Rattancore 4:
Rattanwar e

Canel

bales
8,546

10,887
12,175

4,554
17,555
13,570
13,582
14,949
25,959
18,829
28,368
31,934
32,101

pkgs.
53,458
59,011
28,955
63,310
58,474
37,345
62,847
54,259
94,966
99,043
97,329
75,1.'57
90,160

18,005
14,476
13,495

876
15,125
25,423
21,078
29,012
49,135
41,997
57,055
86,178
84,356

pkgs.
10,335
17,251

6,529
13,976
13,354
10,164
15,253
15,801
14,098
14,764
22,257
13,09(\

Pruenel

bales

7,939
9,490
1,560

500
200
500
630
757

1,605
1,871
5,282
5,657
7,521

Bamboo

1,829
137

1,568
1,729

853
3,126
'2,721

drums

5,557
7,066
8,016

10,687
Rattanoore

Oill, Other I Preservel I and I Seagraas
RattanwI're

1923
1924
1926
1926
1927
1928
1929
1930
1931
1932
1938
19M

1923
1924
1925
1926
1927
1928
1929
1930
1931
1932
1933
1934
1935

11124
lln~

1926
11127
1928
1929
1930
1931
1932
1933
1934
1935

1923
1924
1~25

1926
1927
1928
1929
1930
1931
1932
1933
1934
1935
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c.,.. ,P.....,,,,,.,,.t Hon.lton. I.r P.clflc •••".ard 0' u. So and Canada vI. Pac'flc lor 1927-1935.
(Measurement is in tODS.)

Loc.' Exports trom HonlllConll 1o P.cltlc •••"o.rd at U. S .•nd C.n.d. ",. P.cltlc tor 1927-1935.
(Measurement is in tons.)

Fibre J
Oondl· Oeuicl.vd (Malt",.. Lumber Mat. and Oil in

Bon.,nul CJnn8mon Ooffe. mllnt. Cotton Cocoonut Coif Gums Gunniea Hidu Iron, Pig Jute Kapok and LOi' Mattini' ContainerPalm,.rah
Stalh.Le.)

---- -' ---- --- ---- --_.- ---- ---- ------- ---- ---- ---- -------- --- ._--
1927 2.352 29\ 2.265 61 3.334 399 59.691 8,697 3,664 527 1.305 554
1928 81 378 698 76 ... 937 132 403 55.699 247 1.139 1.784 501 1.340 284
1929 2.499 292 161 48 ... 733 1.745 514 24.123 24 220 1.459 1.055 1.011 1.199 66
1930 44b !98 207 38 ... 456 1.370 237 20.641 ... 99 424 1.042 704 1.027 32
19'1 ... 239 226 31 ... 738 1.023 148 26.206 159 207 182 308 348 1,103 113
1932 ... 166 55 9 ... 293 936 62 23.977 ... .. . 122 69 91 554 118
1933 ... 144 2.192 14 ... 381 923 268 23.488 582 220 333 78 76 135 27
193. ... 160 4,216 15 ... 306 699 1.328 31.387 168 256 2.734 15 863 194 255
1935 500 I 116 2.481 13 24 302 1.022 317 32.470 55 386 3.275 82 160 799 95

RllttRn Sago Sundry Sundry
Tea T.. T•• TrenUl

Paraffin Tapioca (other
Pepper PinMppl•• R.thn- Rice Rubb~r tlearl SheliRO CarlO Cargo than from hom from 'rin "dWox eon Canet flour M...'ure- Weight. (all Kind.l

Foochow Fooohow Java Bullion
men' and J ••,,)---- ---- ~------- --~----- ---- -------- --~------ ---- --_. -------- ----- ----

1927 3.319 917 3,300 130 978 11.677 '" 3.131 828 2.165 10.642 1.121 ...
1928 1.085 456 6.438 229 277 18.606 42 ... 1.745

1
819 2.412 13,228 1,447 ...

1929 477 312 6.462 599 20 19,178 24 '" 1.288 290 699 13.592 1.365 ...
1930 2.188 266 7.899 13 1.050 6.359 141 ... 1,273 219 748 11,769 269 46 1.241 ...
1931 462 354 7.841 ... 15.524 10 .. 996 114 653 13.759 166 ... 1,249 ...
1932 ... 406 2,225 816 40 8.643 ... ... 1.714 186 169 15.258 79 ... 810 ...
1933 5[ 219 4.707 5 82 7.248 ... ... 2,505 313 380 11,454 56 ... 847 ...
1934 ... 470 3.817 1 2.378 10.302 22 ... 2.193 1,534 520 9.460 83 ... 780 ...
1935 ... 325 5.861 1 78 14.116 ... .. . 5.161 2,171 319 10.674 39 13 832 ...

Hamboo- I Itire- . I Human
ware Fans crackt'U Furniture

Raw Silk
Waite Basket-

Bun. BrilltlOii Canell a_ni. Chin......r. Fan. Bamboo Feather. Fibre UneilldiJlg n.ttan,
Silt """re, Bamboo Palm Leaf ond JOIiStich I:)llagrall

Olol'er Hair
Rattan- raper, etc. &; Punk) and Reed.

ware---- ---- ._--- ---- --_.- -------- ---- ----------------------
1927 2.437 446 885 102 1,353 734 481 ... 3.129 25.036 1.182
1928 2.563 1.422 2.510 912 41 127 1.556 935 193 16 373 .. 2.180 22.259 1.159 170
1929 3.897 1.476 2,924 928 2 203 1.236 885 230 3 250 ... 2.012 19.611 1,261 93
1930 4.420 1.137 3.582 803 4 258 1,243 938 241 20 73 141 ~.384 19.649 1,474 %67
1931 2.785 748 2.836 906 ... 112 1.682 791 179 21 112 107 2.374 26.617 1.281 200
1932 986 371 2.246 535 5 214 1,476 485 237 2 41 101 2.266 14.255 1.358 189
1933 478 2.423 1.725 731 1 87 1.932 357 318 37 551 91 1,751 10.163 1.059 147
1934 254 I 329 2.453

1

894 ... 258 I 1.460 401 1'0

~ I 501 1 84 2.807

1

9.465

1

996 101
1935 327 854 2.692 988 ... 583 2.176 338 304 571 98 3.778 7.813 1.012 105

MattLnIt OIl, Wood Oil, other Rattan Bundry
Sundry Sundry

Trealur.C.rgo Carlo
"d MInerals, in than wood Oil Peanub ond Rice SOT Cara:o other other Ilugar T.o Tin "d

Mo" Ores Oontainou [n in Bulk: Rattan. & Sauee Chinen Bullion
Cootainan core Oeneral General

Weight MUlt.
---- ---- ---- -------- -------------------------- ----,- ---- ---- ---- ----

1927 2.754 23 3.721 ... 2.806 62 2.381 21.837 1,649 21,030 176 3.383 292 1,809 340
1928 1.609 33 3.444 ... 2.368 239 3,853 19.672 2.334 15,134 1,070 3.237 319 1.897 969 ...
1929 1.598 298 4.091 ... 2,112 712 2.040 21.173 2.436 18.752 397 !.354 191 2.049 532 ...
1930 1.295 347 [,617 ... 922 170 1.287 18.632 2.573 17,459 505 1.470 329 1.936 697 ...
1931

\

1.200 2 1.750 893 477 895 17.275 1.873 15.859 485 2.652 444 1.576 610 ...
1932 1.349 1 994 769 29 441 424 8,258 1,636 12.402 537 2.126 278 1.292 485 ...
1933 767 29 834 818 750 148 1.188 8.603 1.811 12.403 508 2.826 340 1.458 943 ...
1934 '/00 114 2.117 1,082 1.532 161 730 9.050 2.282 14.1;00 1,143 3.347 267 1.284 956 ...
1935 807 29 4.177 1.125 314 181 862 9.778 2.423 13.494 1.369 4.430 271 1.300 1.188 ...



i>1
i>1
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Under" Miscellaneous" is included the following, each of which moved in small quantities; Bristles, GalAngal,
Human Hair, Seagrass, Sugar & Sundries.

....,.,. Ire. H.... Ita"" '0 U.S. 8nd Cana"a ,,'a Suez&: Panama Cana'. for 1928-1935 (New Series).

Export. from Hong Kong to U.S. and Canada lila Suez a Panama Canal from 19'3-1928.Silk Pi~e
Waste Bilk Human Essential Mata and

Pre1l81ves Ohinese Chinaware Rattan and

C,,,,, I Oil 1--'=
Goods

Hair Oil Mattina-
M'chdis8 &•• Rattan ware

- pkgs. bales cases cases rolls pkgs. cases cases pkgs. cases drums bags

1913 135
'" 1,384 2,215 118,744 2,702 74,240 890 7,445 46,983

1914 5 ... 166 2,165 74,112 4,266 72,949 1,245 3,496 36,355

1915 6
'" 1,187 6,068 17,911 2,078 53,260 845 17,766 30,599

1916
'" '" 1,152 4,970 11,553 2,408 50,745 566 5,362 35,864 400 9,030

1917 8 275 1,724 5,160 2,757 4,101 37,665 685 3,105 45,274 ... 33,870

1918
'" 364 975 2,107 6,127 1,670 6,496 3'79 13,758 18,985 .. 12,320

1919 6 1,407 2,299 6,881 1,310 6,6'74 34,391 2'74 8,299 34,665
'" 317,843

1920 7 2,668 2,436 4,715 9,165 3,799 50,994 4,195 16,338 18,530
'" 321,393

1921 12 15,561 393 3,545 3,614 5,986 132,121 380 6,783 58,949
'" 610,477

1022 27 12,226 1,670 2,724 10,638 6,758 67, \.165 1,008 14,058 67,569 4J.,044

1923 4 13,581 1,416 2,438 9,014 6,235 71,077 2,004 13,442 32,088 225 32,000

1924 26 10,321 913 686 10,272 4,149 90,266 778 11,445 6,906 1,489 85,584

1925
'" 5,182 328 ... 6,244 6,862 56,387 1,521 20,569 20,456 59,735

1926 ... 2,202 61 ... 10,907 7,494 50,040 1,242 15,118 14,623 9,503 269,976

1927
'" 12,999 164

'" 5,842 7,954 81,602 2,309 20,633 34,455 10,807 113,464
i>1

1928 14,953 431
'" 6,315 6,759 59,865 1,242 14,838 38,765 12,366 144,232 i>1

-<
~.

Gunnies Canes Sugar Fans Fire Oracken Nut Oil Kapok Hemp Miscalls. r.. Brilltles Tin ~.

~.

- bales bales bags pkgs. cases b'rels pkgs. bales pkgs. pkgs. cases slabs

1913
'" 2,535

'" 449 49,124 ...
'" ... 16,843 432 590 123,125

1914 ... 2,983 ... ... 15,025
'" ...

'" 15,952
'" 189 20,401

1915
'" 1,078

'" '" 4,651
'" .., ... 40,307 11 44H 3,833

1916
'" 1,120 ... 6 7,851 ... 13,2'79 110 611 1,600

Hl17 ... 1,426 ... 40 7,342 183 ... 826 36,592 1,075 670 2,000

1918 ... 9,294
'" 400 750 35 ... 300 18,151 ... 817 1,500

1919
'" 3,886 1,300 58,961 500

'" 372 60,781 132 1,000

1920
'" 8,185 75,431 1,090 81,015 40 ...

'" 50,675 856 467 55,113

1921
'" 7,536 379 596 82,702 50

'" ... 44,976 299 563 12,000

1922
'" 8,270 10,000 8,821 110,588 240 ... 33,353 355 703 62,986

1923
8,166

'" 8,566 78.768
-~: 39,637 186 820 69.872

"" - . .. ...
7~6 "20 6..1..fi49

Bl.ck. C.Hia Chitlswnrll Chinese Sundry Other Fans Feathers Fire Cracken Hides Mate and
••boo..,.,. ..... WO(IdWAre CanN ¥'chdiB8 )4'chdile Matting

_.
pkgs. bales bales rollspkg•. pkg•. bales buies eases cases cases cases

1928 3,001 ... 8~5 ·5,301 38,705 1,242 54,989 33,027 644 2,956 35,113 827 6,315
1029 12,001 ... 724 10,796 43,833 2,596 80,204 11,017 1,005 3,543 61,461 779 4,590
1930 19,056 ... 446 10,588 36,538 1,730 81,504 10,368 1,008 3,407 30,209 208 6,397
1931 9,720 509 6,435 39,230 2,259 51,668 4,857 1,368 2,898 25,780 187 5,777
1932 6,095 14,839 771 2,634 32,U30 1,197 51,997 7,653 1,428 2,569 22,366 358 4,698
1933 6,4,58 1~,225 4~6 4,696 43,285 1,095 52,566 2,734 1,350 4,055 27,410 402 3,109
1934 7,203 21,881 294

1

7,197 I 42,186 995
1

68,008 \ 7,447\1,036 2,013 16,760 536 3,627
1935 10,294 22,563 1,044 12,242 45,585 730 54,435 16,069 1,339 4,494 30,741 946 5,629

Minerale Oils Ginger and Rattaneore & Rice Silk Raw Silk Waste SoY & Sauce T.. Tin Tobacco MiscellaneousPreserves Rattanware

pkgs. drums pkgs. pkgs. bags bales bales casks pkgs. slabs bags pkgs. ...
1928 4,321 12,H66 6,759 14,838 144,232 125 14,953 17,979 4,555 31,120 1,3fJI 16,305 ...
1929 23,730 7,615 8,208 18,414 67,541 4,568 11,043 21,H76 4,184 66,897 1,494 12,726 ...
1930 24,952 4,661 8,304 13,532 16,317 5,006 8,720 26,165 1,657 49,003 8,492 29,443 ...
1931 11,969 9,929 1,490 12,833 64,166 9,~53 7,229 27,393 4,191 39,670 1,750 5,058 ...
1932 9,537 9,746 8,774 118,280 4,776 975 24,195 7,584 65,834 4,449 9,389 ...
1933 9,334 14,639 10,960 8,920 88,099 3,~50 2,216 20,487 9,131 32,535 837 6,649 ...
1934 22,706 15,107 3,303 6,212 155,412 1,237 1,322 23,948 10,946 32,373 892 36,596 ...
1935 18,211 25.007 12,216 14,282 113,207 1,005 334 19,257 8,808 54,743 2,066 43,206-
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CURRENT EXCHANOE AND aULLloN OPENINO QUOTATiONS.

BANK'S SELLING. I BANK'S BUYING. I ~ ~..d ....,.ci" .Q
~ (';l e ~ 0 ~ 0

.?: Q "1935. I ~o~ "'" HO
" ~ . " . Q • .,; ~ ,; en Ql ..... - ",0 ",E-<o .

~~ .~ E-i ~E-i " . Q •

~~ .g~ . o· 6 ~o _E-<",E-<
"~ ~~ ~E-<

~S
~- ~~ ~ 0"" og" . ..

:.a~ ° . l:::lsq Q S ::;lQ0E-< fE-< SE-< ..oE-< ~E-< PoE-< ~E-< 0 .... '"' ~ .. .0 • ,,~ ,,~

" il:: .... :..:'" '"H '" ~ '" ~ .... '" .... H------------------------------- ------
Fortnight ending 4th Jan. 1/8l 632l 42k 121 113} 1461 72i 61i 1/9} 6621 43{ Nom. 24% INo ~uot.1 No ~uot.1 No ~aot.

do 18th
"

1/9 650 42i 122 115~ 150} 74} 63 1/9t 680 441
" "do 1st Feb. 1/9k 655 42~ 118i 116g 150t 75 63i 119~ 685 441
"

24ft
do 15th

" 1/9i 660 43~
"

1171 1521 75t 64 1/10* 690 45
"

24%
do 1st Mar. 1/10! 690 45~

"
125 162 SOi 67} l1 1O1 720 47!

"
25t!-

do 15th
" 1/11~ 715 47i 121 131t 168t 85 69} 2H 745 49

"
27%

do 29th
" 2/- 730 48 125 132·~ 17O} 85~ 71 2/-t 760 49t "

28% " " "do 12th April 2/1} 772l 50t 132 139} 179l 89t 75t 2/ 2 8021 521
"

29t!- " " "do 26th 2/5 8821 58~ 143 160 205 103i 86i 2/6 9221 601 34Ys i'<
" " " " .,

i'<
do lOth May 2/4 857l 561 139 IMl 197{ 99~ 83il 2/51 9071 59! "

32~
" " " i'<

do 24th
" 2/ 5 900 591 142 160 205} lO3t 87} 2/61 950 62~ "

34fa- " " "do 7th June 2/ 31 860 56{ 140 15H 1941 98 83i 2/5 910 59~ " 32~ " "do 21st
" 2/ Si 8571 " "

152} 1951 98i 83 2/4~ 900 59·i " 32fo- "do 5th July 2/2} 815 54 137 144t 185t 93t 781 2/ 3! 860 56i "
31

" I " I "do 19th
" 21 I} 7871 52t 133 139} 178t 90} 76 2j2! ti321 54t "

30fa- " "do 2nd Aug. 2H 775 51i 137 137t 175t 88~ 75} 2/2i 820 54
" "do 16th " 2/1H 735 48t 133 J29i 165} 84 711 2/-~ 780 51i! "

29 I " I "do 30th
" " " 48i l31 1291

" 83~ 71~ " " 51}
" "do 13th Sept. 2/- 7471 49j! 132 132i 1691 85~ 72i 2/ 1} 7921 52
"

29% " "do 27th " 2/- 745 49i 131i 132~ 170} 85}
" "

790 51t " 29U " "do 11th Oct.
"

742l 49 132 132} 1701 85t 72}
"

787i 51i " 29% " " "do 25th
" Jill 715 47t 141 126t 1631 81i 69} 1/11! 742i 48i " 29fo- " " "do 8th Nov . 1{5 530 341 112 93~ 121 60i! 51 1/ 5t 557! 36}

" " " " "do 2.2.nd ,. 1/5t 540 35_~ 118 "6 123~ 61' ~!~- ~!~. 56?! 36~,e. ]"14.~ M " " " " "-.O).p; a4.'"



"

"

"

"
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....
..
..
..

....

..

VIVIAN BENJAMIN,
Secretary.
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By Order of the Committee,

The above cancels the Scale dated 20th August, 1934.

BOIl8 Kong, 18th October. 1935.

SCALE OF BROKERAGE.

HONGKONG STOCK EXCHANGE.

N.B.-This scale does not apply to Straits, Shanghai and
Sterling Stocks, brokerage for which will be
adjusted from time to time as occasion may
demand.

TO BE CHARGED TO BUYER AND SELLER.

The scale of brokerage for Loans and debentures is
i% to be charged to buyer and seller and ~% on all
Manila Stocks.

Minimum Brokerage $5.00

PRICE DEALT AT BROKERAGE

Under 50 cents $0.01 per Share.
Over 50 0.01! "

At or over $ 1.00 · 0.02 "
2.00 0.03
3.00 0.04
4.00 0.05
7.50 0.07! "

10.00 0.10
20.00 0.15
30.00 0.20
40.00 to/<>

On Straits Dolla.r Stocks

All the above are Straits currency.

Price Dealt at Brokerag
UptoS 3! ,,21ot1.
Over S3! and under S7! ·.5in and over 10
S 20.00 and over 20
S 35.00" " 25
S 60.00" " 35
$100.00.. .. 50
$150.00" .. .. 75
$200.00.. .. .. , $1.00
$300.00.. .. ... $1.50
Over $300.00......$0.50 more f

each complete $100.00

--

Brokerafle.

On Sterling Stocks

Price Dealt at

TARIFF OF CHARGES

TO BE CHARGED TO BUYER AND SELLER.

W. JACKSON,
Secretary.

By order of the Committee,

--

xxxii

HONG KONG STOCK EXCHANGE

Hong Kong, lst January, 1932.

N.B.-This List cancels all previous issues.

Under 5/- Hd.
5/- and over 3d.

20/- .. . 6d.

60/-" 9d.
100/- .. .. 1/-

150/- " 1/6

200/- 2/-

Over 200/- .........! %



1

""t. S~C.FirmVic I-Ohair man

do D. R. Law......... do. A. R Lowe

,Firm

From date of Formation in 1861 to 1995.

xxxv

Jardine, Mathe.on&CO. W. Walkinshaw 'rutner & Co. J. John.on
do. C. W. Murray ... Birley & CG J. C. naldwln

..... Dent.t Co. C. F. Stm '._. LinlJ, 8\111 & Co, J. C. Baldwin
....... Gibb, Lh'Ingsfon 4 Co. H. B. Lemann Gilman d: Co. J. C. Baldwin

Gllman.t Co. H. B. Glbb Gibb, LiTlng.ton 4. Co. J. C. Baldwin
Dent & Co. P. Ryrlll 'I'urner &. Co. Edward Norton
Turner & Co. W. Niuen . ::llenulen .I; Co. Edward Norton

do. G. J. Helland.. J. Burch.l; Co. J. W. Wood
do. O. J. Helland..... do. J. W. Wood

JardIne Matbelon '" Co. J. B. 1'a,.lor Smith, Archer a. Co. A. NOel Dlabmu
Turner.l; CO. A. Zimmern _ Rein & Co. A. NOel Blakemall

do. L. Kahn do. Ed. Baker, A.ling
do. L. Kahn do. A. Noel Blakeman
do. Jamel Grleg .... Hongkong.l; S'hal Bank A. Noel BlakelllaD
do. James GrJeg deo. A. NOel Blak.maD
do. W• .Keswick ..... Jardine, Matheaon <\ Co. N. B. Dennn

Jardine Matheson 1.\ Co. H. H. Nelson Chartered MeroRntlle H. L. Dennn
do. H. L. Dalrymple. Birley & Co. [Bank E. Georie
do. H. H. Nelson Chartered M'tile Bank E. George
do. H. H. Nelson.... do. E.OeOJ'l{e
do. P. Ryde Turner.l; Co. E. Georee
do. H. L. Dalrymple. Birley & Co. E.Oeorl{e
do. P. Ryrie Turner II Co. E.O.orl"&
do. P. Rrrie.. do. H. M. Baily
do. P.Ryrle............ do. H. M. Baily

Turn., 4:; Co. A. P. MacEwen Holiday Wise.l; Co. H. M. Baily
do. A. P. MacEwen do. H. U. Jeffriea
do. J. B.-II IrVing... Jardine, Matheson &Co. H. U. Jetrriell
do. J. Bell Irving... do. F. HenderJlOD

Butterfield &: Swire. A. P. MacEwen Holiday Wille &. Co. F. RendenoD
do. J. J. Keswick Jardine, Matheson & Co. F. Henderson
do. J. J. Kellwick do. Adam Lind, Acting

h.rdineMathe80n& Co. A. G. Wood Gibb, Livingston &; Co. F. Henderson
do. E. Mackintosh Butterfield & Swire. F. Henderson

Gibb, Li't"ingston &> Co. A. ncConachie Gilman & Co. F. Henderson
Gilman &; Co. Herbert Smith Butterfield & Swire. R. C. Wilcol.:
Rei .. 6; Co.' Herbert Smith do. R. C. Wilcol.:

do. Herbert Smith. do. R. C. Wilcox
do. A.McConachie Oilman & Co. R. C. Wilcox
do. J.J.Keswick Jardine,MatheMn&Co. R.C.Wilcox

B'kong & S'hai Bank. C. S. Sh.arp Gibb, Livingllton &; Co. R. C. Wilcox
Gibb, LI't"ing8ton & Co. E. A. Hewett P. & O. Steam Nav. Co. A. R. Lowe
P. &:. O. Steam Nav. Co. D. R. Law Buttp.rfield & Swire. A. R. Lowe

Officers of the Hon&kong Ceneral Chamber of Commerce.

Friday, 24th January

WednesdaYl 1st January

Mond'ay, 25th May

1936 HOLIDAYS.

Saturday, 25th January
Friday, 10th April
Saturd'ay, 11th April
Monday, 13th Apri'J
Monday, 1st June

Frid~y, 25th December

Wednesd~y, 3rd June
Wednesday, 1st July
Monday, 3rd August
Monday, 7th September

Wednesd·ay, 11th Nove

PUBLIC HOLIDAY:
(not a Bank Holiday)

Empire Day, or if toot d·ay should be
a Sund·ay then the following day

CENERAL HOLIDAYS:

Every Sunday .
The first wook-day in January .
Chinese New Year's Day, or jj' that day

should be a Sunday then the following
day .

The first week-day following Chinese New
Year'. Day, or if Chinese New Year's
Day should be a Sunday then the Tues­
d'ay following Chinese New Year'. Day

Good Friday .
The day following Good Friday .
Easter Monday .
Whit Monday .
The Birthday of His Majesty The King,

unless it shall be ordered by the
Governor, by an order published in the
Gazette, that His Majesty's Birthday
is to be kept on some other day. and
then, such other day .

The first week-day in July .
The first Monday in August .
The first Monday in September .
The tenth day of Oct<>ber, or if that day

should be a Sunday then the following
day .

Armistice Day, or if that day should be
a Sunday then the f<>llowing day ....

Christmas Day, or if that day should be
a Sunday then the following day

The 26th day <>f December, <>r if that
day should be a Sunday then the
following day, or if Ohristmas Day
should be a Sunday then the Tuesday
f<>ll<>wing Christmas Day .

HONCKONC PUBLIC HOLIDAYS. 1936.

xxxiv

Extract from the Holidays Ordinance 1912.

I
I



How Elected.

do .

do .

Firm

do.

do.

do.

Gibb, Living.ton & Co .........

Reis8& Co .

Dodwell &: ,Co.. Ltd.

Stewart Bros.

P. & O. Steam Navigation Co.

P. & O. Steam Navigation Co...

Barristl'f a.t Law " ..

Shew an, Tornes & Co .

Oibb, I.ivingston & ·Co..........

Chartered Bank ofI.A.& Chins

Name of Represtentative

Perey Hobatln Holyoak .

S~anley HudaonDodweli .

Ed!Jut Anl'gar Hewett, C.H.G P. & O. StE'am Navigation Co.

Edbert Ansgar Hewett .

EdbartAn.gar Hewett, C.M.G.

Murray Stewart ..

J. w.e. Bonnar

Murray Stewart ". stewart Bros. .. .

Robert Gordon Shewnn .

Henry Edward PoUcck, R.C.

Robert Gordon Shewan .

Edbtn Ansgar Hewdt .

Elected 2nd January
Elected 27th April, nr.

Jackson on leave.
Fleeted 17th September, on

retirement cf Mr. Jackson
Elected 22nd Msy, Mr. Uac­

Ewen on leave.
Elected 18th ~eptember, on

resignation of Mr. Mac­
Ewen

Eleoted 9th June, Mr. White·
h'cad on leave.

R~-~I:~~ei~Yl:ft~er~.Ptember,
Eleoted 30t,b April, Me.

Whitehead on lea~e.

'E!~cted 18th June, on reo
signation of ~rr. H. Smith

Returned form leavi, 12th
July. 1901.

Robert Oordon Shewan Sbewan, Tomes &; Co Elected 5th June, Mr. White-
head on leave.

do ..... .... .... Elected 3rd October, on ex·
pir)" of term.

Elected on 21th August, IIfr.
Shewan on leave.

Returned frllm leave, 12th
July, 1904.

Elected 20th April, ~fr.
Shewan re~igned.

Elected 17th March, &Ir.
Hewett on leavf.'.

Returned from leave, 15th
October, 1908.

Re_elected 25th April, 1912,
on expiry of term,

Elected 25th May, 1912, Mr.
Hewett on If.'ave.

Eleded 10th Septf'mber, 1912.
Mr. MutrayStewartrelli~ned.

Ret.urned from leave 19th
DeCf.'mber.1912

Ehlctod on death ot Mr. E. A.
Howett, C. M.\1.10th Oeo.,1915

Elected 29th May, Mr. P. H.
Holyoak on leave.

John TtJurburn Mercantile Bank

Thomas Henderson Whitehead Chartered Bank of LA ,& China
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Herbert Smith Butterfield & Swire .

Alexander MacConachie Gilman & Co .

Thomas Hendenon Whitehead Chartered BankofLA. & China

Alelfander Palmer MacEwen.

BcDdyshe Layton ..

Thomas Hendenon Whitehead

Thomas Jackson ........ ...... Hong-kong & Shangh1ai Bank
Alexander Palmer MacEwen. Holiday, Wise & Co .

CHAMBER'S REPRESENTATIVES ON THE LEGISLATIVE COUN(Il

Of HONG KONG,

M. F. Key
M.F.Key

Dat, of
Elec·
tion

Stcreta.ry -
1884

A. R. Lowe 1886

A. R. LOWll t887
.'\. R. Lowe
E. A. M. WilIi__ 18B8

E. A. M, WIII~. 1690
E. A. M. Wllll...
A. R. Lowe, .dc/itt

1894
E. A. M. WUlil1II
E. A. M. WUIl_ '89'E. A. M. Willi_III
A. R. Lowe, AtU., 1900
E. A. M. Willi••
E. A. M. Willi,. 1100
A, R. LOl'6, .de/ilf
E. A.M. Willi.. 1901
E. A. M. Willi...
A. R. Lowe, .04-., 1102
E. A. M,WtlJi.-,

J902.",. R. Lowe. I..,
E. A. M. Willi•• ,..,
E. A. M. WHU..
D. K. Blair, AeIhI 1104
D. K. Blair, .htftf
E. A. M. Willi... '"''D. K. Blair

'108
D. K. Blair
D. K. Blair 1808
M. F. Key. Aeli.,

1012
M. F. Key

1112
M. F. Key

1113M. F. KeY

M. F. Key
1.13

M. il'.Key III'

M. F. Key 1111
E. R. Price J.c""
M,n'. Key

Firm

Gibb. Livingston &: Co.,
Ltd .

Gibb, Livingston & Co.,
Ltd. . _ ..

Dodwall & Co., Ltd .

Gibb, Living:ston & Co.,
Ltd .

Aeia-tic Petroleum Co.
(South China) Ltd....

Butterfield &. Swire

Butterflelrl & Swire ......

Glhb, Livinpton & Co.

do.

do.

do.
HongKong & S'hal Hank

do.
Jardine, Matheson & Co.
'Hong1cong & S'hal Bank

Jardine, Matbee:OD & Co.
Gibb, Livingston & Co.

do.
do.

Dodwell & Co., Ltd.

Dodwell & Co.

Dodwell & Co,

P.&O.S.N.Co.

T. H. R. Shaw Butterfield & Swire

W. H. Bell Aaiatic Petroleum Co.
(South China) Ltd. _.

A. O. Lang
T. G. Wea1l

C. G. B. Mackie

W. H. Bell .

T. H. R. Shaw .

T. H. R. Shaw

.4. O. Lang

T. H. R. Shaw... Butterfield & Swire ...... M. F. Key

A. G. Wood ..
A. G. Wood .
A. G. Wood ..

A. G. Wood ..
J. It. M. Smith .
J. R. M. Smith ..

H. Keswick ..
N. J. Stabb

e. H. Ross ..
J. W. C. Bonnar
J. w.e. Bonnar
J. w. e. Bonnar
l"l. H. Dodwell
S. H. Dodwell ...

S. H. Dodwell
E. V. D. Parr
E. V. D. Parr .. Mackinnon Mackenzie

& Co.. , .....•.....•.•

A. O. Lang ........ Gibb, Livingston & Co...
D. G. M. Bernard Jardine, Matheson & Co.

{
E. V. D. Parr Mackinnon Mackenzie4Co
A. O. Lani" Gibb, Livingston & Co .

G. M. Young Butterfield & Swire .

P. & O. Steam NaT. Co.
do.

do.

do.

"0.
do.
do.

do.

do.

do.
do.

Jl\rdlne ~bt,hellolJ & Co.
Bntterfield & S1't"lre

Uehs .t Co.

Rebs & Co.

DodwelJ & Co.

Reiss & Co.

Mackinnon Mackenzie
&00 .

Mackinnon Mackenzie
&-. Co .

Reiss.t Co.

Gibb, Livingston, & Co.

Jardine Matheson & Co.
Harry Wickini & Co.

Holyoak, Massey & Co.,
Ltd ..

Jardine Matheson & Co.,
Ltd ..

do.
DodwelJ &: Co., Ltd.

J arrline Matheson & Co.,
Ltd .

Mackinnon, Ma<:k:enzie,
&Co .

The Asiatic I'etrol&um Co.
(South China), Ltd ....

Bradley &: Co"
Butterfield &- Swirl!

Asiatic Petroleum Co.
(South Ohina.) Ltd... B. H. Dodwell .. Dodwell & Co.• Ltd..... M. F. Key .. ·•

Officers 01 the Hongkong Ceneral Chamber 01 Commerce.
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P. H. Holyoak .

D. G. M Bernard .

D. G. M. Bernard .
T. G. Weall ..

B. D. F. Beith ..

C, Gordon Mackie .•.

W. H. Bell ..

J. A. Plummer .
T. H. R. Shaw, (Aet­

ing from Dec. 13)
C. Gordon Mackie .

C. Gordon Mackie .

W. H. Bell .

From date of Formation in 1861 to 1935.

P. H. Holyoak ..
A. O. Lang .

D. G. M. Bernard ..
J. Owen Hughes ......

E. A. Hewett
E. A. Hewett .

E. A. Hewett .
E. A. Hewett ..
E.A.Hewett
E. A. Hewett' :..
E. A. Hewett .
E. A. Hewett,O.M.G.,
E. A. Hewett,C.M.G.
R A. Hewett,c.M.G.,
E..~. Hewett,c.M.e.,
D. Laodale .
G. T. Edkins
p. H. Holyoak

P. B. Holyoak , .

S. H. :Ood well ..
P. H. Holyoak .

1921

1922
1923
1924

1925

HI26

1927
1928

1929

1930

1931

J932

1'132

1933

""

I
Year

1935

1905,,..
1507
1IOS

'''''1910
1911

1912
1913

1914

1915 {
191G

J911

1918
1919

1920



1

6 Mr. J. E. Joseph .1929
7 Dr. R. H. Kotewall, C.M.G.••• 1927
8 Mr. M. Nemazee 1903
9 Han. Sir H. E. Pollock, K.c 1903

10 Mr. M. P. Talati 1908
11 Capt. W. C. Weston 11'134

34 Central Agency Ltd .1924
35 Central Trading Cc. . 1934
36 Chartered Bank of India,

Australia & China .1861
37 Chau Yue Teng 1920
38 China Fire Insurance Co.,

Ud 1895
39 China Light & Power Co., Ltd. 11115
40 China Provident Loan &

Mortgage Co., Ltd..... . .... .1915
41 China Products Export Co., .. .1933
42 China Underwriters, Ltd .1927
43 Chun On Fire Insurance Co"

Ud 1903
44 Connell Brothers Co 1910
45 Cook & Son, Thos., Ltd 1911
46 Dairy Farm Ice & Cold Storage

Co., Ltd 1916
47 Davie, Boag & Co., Ltd 1923
48 David, S. J. & Co 1932
49 Deacons 1904
50 Dodwell & Co., Ltd 1903
51 Dollar Steamship Line 1918
52 Douglas Steamship Co., Ltd. 1861
53 Dunlop Rubber Co. (China)

Ltd 1932
54 East Asiatic Co., Ltd. . 1035
55 Feld, F. & Co .1932

xxxix

Hongkong General Chamber of Commerce
[ESTABLISHED 1861.]

1 Mr. D. G. Glenn Allen 1934
2 Mr. G. K. Hall Brutton 1915
8 Mr. L. Dunbar 1915
• Sir Robert Ho Tung. Rt .1893
5 Mr. J. Jack 1908

Firms.

With the rlate oj Election to Membership.

LIST OF MEMBERS 1935

Individual Members.

12 Advertising & Publicity Bureau
Ltd 1929

18 Alves, J. M. & Co., Ltd 1910
I. American Express Co. Inc 1929
15 Anderson & Ashe 1929
18 Andersen, Meyer & Co., Ltd. 1921
17 Asiatic Petroleum Co. (South

China), Ltd 1908
18 Backhouse, J. H., Ltd 1926
111 Bank Line, (China) Ud 1910
10 Bank of East Asia, Ltd. . 1020

1 Bank of Taiwan Ltd. 1912
It Banque de I'Ind~.Chin"······· ·1895
II Banque Franco-Chinojs~··i;~~;

Ie Commerce et L'Industrie 1923
Bodiker & Co. 1911

II Bornemano & ij~ '··1903
Bradl .

17 B ,. hey & Co., Ltd 1903
n ..11 -American Tobacco Co.

B (f~~a:d Ltd. : .1903
C:ldh ke & SwIre .1908Lutc , Macgregor & Co.,

~.Ia;;pa~;fi~·i3t~a·~~hip~:1895

c..."'n. i;;·~~·;a~~~ ·offi~·~· itd:· i~~~
)owlh & Co '

c.n...ch I&:· .1876
ae Clarke .1915

•
How Elected

Returned from leave 311t Octo­
ber, 191'1'.

Returned 'from leave 24th SeD­
tember, 1918.

Elected 13th May, Mr. P, H.
Holyoak on leave.

Returned from leave 24th
March. 1920.

Elected 21st Avril. 1911. Mr. P,
H. Holyoak on leave.

Returned from leave, 18th
June, 1921.

Re·eleeted 25th October. 1921.
Mooted 24th November, 1921,

Mr. P. H. Holyoak on leave,
Roturned from leave, 3d.

January, 1923.

Elected 16th 'pri!. 1926, Mr.
Holyoak on leave.

Elected 14th June, 1926, 011
death of Mr. P. H. Holyoak.

Elected 16th May, 1927, on Jlr.
Bernard', appointment to
the Counlllil on the nomina.
tion of H.E. the Governor

Elected 19th Avril. Mr. J,
Owen Hugh~8 on leave.

Returned from leave 22nd No'.
1929.

Firm

do.

flolyoak, Mauey &:; Co., Ltd.

Harry Wicking & Co .

Harry Wicking & Co ..

Harry Wicking & Co ,.

Mackinnon Mackenzie& Co.... Elected 4th May, 1931. onretir..
ffiellt of Mr. Owen Hugh.

The Aliatic Petroleum Co., Elf'cted 29th March, 1932, Mr.
(South China) Ltd. C. G. S. Mllckie on leave,

Mackinnon Ml'Lckeuzie & Co Returned from leave,
8th February, 1933.

Mackinnon Mackenzie A Co.... -

Nam, of R'p1'eBlntalive

Percy Hobaon Holyoak .

Percy Hoblon Holyoak.. .. .. Reilll & 00 .

Archibald Orr Lang Gibb Livingstondr Co .

Parey Hoblon Holyoak Holyoak. Mal~ey & Co., Ltd.

Percy Hobson Helyoak Holyoak, Mas!ey &: Co., Ltd.

Edward Victor DaTid Parr... Mackinnon Mackenzie & Co•.•

Percy HobBon Holyoak. . Rein & Co. . .

Archibald Orr Lana Gibb Livingston &: Co .

Percy Hob.on lIQlyoak Reiu &:; Co .

Percy Hoblon Holyoak

Dallal Gerald Mercer Bernard. Jardine, Matheson &:; Co.• Ltd.

Dallas Gerald Me~er Bernard Jardine. Matheson &:; Co., Ltd.

John Owen Hughee ..

John Owen Hugh~1 Harry Wicking & Co .
Benjamin David Fleming Beith Jardine, Matheson & Co., Ltd.

John Owen Hug-het ..

Charlet Gordon Stewart
Mackie .

William Henry BClll '" .

Charlet Gordoa St,wlt.rt
Mackie , .

Charlee Gordon Stewart
Mackie .

John Owen Hughes ....

William Henry Bel], The ABi.tic Petroleum Co., Elected 5th .April, on r&llign.. ~
(80uth China) Ltd............. tion of Mr. Mackie.

I:RAMBER'S REPRESENTATIVES ON TRE LEGISLATIVE I:OUNI:IL

OF RONG lONG.

1917

1918

1919

1920

1921

1921

xxxviii

It:Jl

lU3

1924

1925

1926

1926

192'1

1935

]928
1929

1929

1930

1931

1932

1983

]934

Date oj
Elec­
tion



xlixl

56 Fire Insurance Association of
Hongkong , 1915

57 Fung Tang ,1916
58 Furness (Far East) Ltd 1933
59 General Electric Co. of China,

Ltd. . 1915
00 Gibb, Livingston & Co., Ltd. 1861
61 Gilman & Co., Ltd 1861
62 Goddard & Douglas... . 1\103
03 Goeke, A &Co., (1935) Export 1928
64 Green Island Cement Co., Ltd. 1900
65 Gregory, T. M, & Co 1918
66 Himly, Ltd 1920
67 Holland China Trading Co.

Successors to Hotz, 8'Jacob
& Co 1899

68 Hongkong, Canton & Macao
Steamboat Co., Ltd 1903

69 Hongkong Canton EXpOl·t
Co., Ltd 1933

70 Hongkong &ChinaGasCo.,Ltd,1896
71 Hongkong Electric Co., Ltd. 1909
r/2 Hongkong Fire Insurance Co. J

Ltd 1895
73 Hongkong & Kowloon Wharf &

Godown Co., Ltd. : 1903
74 Hongkong Land Investment &

Agency Co., Ltd 1903
75 Hongkong &Shanghai Banking

Corporal,ion 1865
76 Hongkong & Shanghai Hotels,

Ltd. .. 1921
77 Hongkong Telephone Co., Ltd. 1925

Successors to the China &
Japan Telephone & Electric
Co., Ltd. . 1904

79 Hongkong Tramways, Ltd 1915
79 Hongkong & Whampoa Dock

Co., Ltd .1895
80 Hutchison, J. D., & Co 1903
81 Huygen, G. E .1924
82 Imperial Chemical Industries

(China), Ltd 1919
83 Indo China Steam Navigation

Co., Ltd 1921
84 Ip Tak & Co 1921
85 Jardine Engineering Corpora-

tion, Ltd 1922
86 Jardine, Mathe.on &Co., Ltd. 1861
87 Java.China.Japan Lijn 1904
88 Jebsen & Co 1896

89 Johnson, Stokes & Master ...... 11lfc
90 Kailan Mining Administration 19~

91 Keller Ed. A., & Co., Ltd. ...l~

92 Lammert Brothers 191
93 Lane, Crawford, Ltd .lll:l
94 Lowe, Bingham & Matthews lill
95 Loxley, W. R. & Co. (China),

Ltd. .. .till
96 Macao Electric Lighting Co.,

Ltd. . .I1il1
97 Mackinnon, Mackenzie & Co. 18'1
98 Maison F. Mathieu, Ste. Ame.,11IIi
99 Manners, John, & Co., Ltd ... .I9~

100 Marconi International Marine
Communication Co., Ltd ... .I1ll

101 Marine Insurance Association
of Hongkong and Canton HIIl

102 Maxim & Co. .. 19lI
103 Melchers & Co 181
104 Mercantile Bank of India, Ltd.lQl
105 Messageries Maritimes, Com.

pagnie de8, successors to the
Compagnie des Messageriea
Imperiales" ,., 1111

106 Ming Kee Hong ,1111
107 Mitsllbishi Shoji Kaisha .. "..1911
108 Mitsui Bussan Kaisha, Ltd, ".1
109 Moulder, A. B., & Co., Ltd, ...!1lI
110 Mustard & Co., Ltd ",,1
111 Nestle & Anglo-SwissCondensed

Milk Co " ..1
112 Netherlands.India Commercial

Bank "..1
113 Netherlands Trading Society 1
114 Nippon Yusen Kaisha ..1
115 Osaka Shosen Kaisha "..\
116 Pentreath & Co "..1
117 Percy Smith, Seth & Fleming I
118 Petersen & Co " .
119 P. & O. Banking Corporation 1
120 Pure Cane Molasses Co. (Han,

Kong), Ltd .
121 Reiss, Massey & Co., Ltd. ..
122 Reuter, Brockelmann &Co, ..
123 Robertson, Wilson & Co., Ltd.
124 Ross, Alex., & Co. (China),

Ltd .
125 Royal Insurance Co., Ltd .
126 Roza Bros ,,·
127 Sander Wieler & Co., · ·

128 Sa8soon, David, & Co., Ltd 1861
129 Shewan, Tomes & Co. .. 1903
130 Shiu On Steamshlp Co" Ltd. 1904
131 Siemssen & Co. .. 1861
132 Standard-Vacuum Oil Co 1903
133 South British Insurance Co.,

Ltd. .. 1917
134 Stewart Bros 1903
135 Sui Heong Yuen 1927
136 Swedisb.Chinese Export and

Import Co 1929
137 Tat Kuan & Co. . 1983
138 Thoresen & Co. .. 1915
139 Toyo Menka Kaisha, Ltd 1934

140 Union Insurance Society of
Canton, Ltd. .. 1885

141 Union Trading Co., Ltd 1915
142 Union Waterboat Co., Ltd 1915
143 Utoomal & Assudamal Co. . .. 1936
144 Wallem & Co 1933
145 Watson, A. S. & Co., Ltd 1915
146 Wicking, Harry, & Co., Ltd 1903
147 Wilkinson & Grist 1915
148 Williamson, S. T. & Co 1922
149 Xavier Bros. Ltd 1928
150 Yau, James & Co 1929
151 Yokohama Specie Bank, Ltd. 1896
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IMPORT & EXPORT

MERCHANTS & COMMISSION
AGENTS:

Unless otherwise atated it m<IfI
be taken that the firms in this
list handle all articles of general
Tmport & Export:
•I' signiji.., that a firm is tn­

terested in Import onll/;
• E' signifies that a firm is ,n­

terested in Elxport onll/.
No inddcation signifies that II

firm is interested in both import
and export.

Alex Ross & Co. (China), Ltd.
J. M. Alves & Co., Ltd.
Andersen Meyer & Co., Ltd.
J. H. Ba'ckhouse Ltd.
Bodiker & 00.
Bornemann & Co.
Bradley & Co., Ltd.
Carlowitz & Co.
Central Agency, Limited.
Central Trading Co.
Chau Yue Teng.
(E) China Products Export

Co.
Connell Brothers Co.
Davie, Boag & Co., Ltd.
Dodwell & Co., Ltd.
F Feld & Co., Ltd.
Fung Tang.
Gibb, Livingston & Co., Ltd.
Gilman & Co., Ltd.
A. Goe'ke & 00. (1935) EXlPo·rt
T. M. Gregory & Co.
Himly Ltd.
Holland China Trading Co.
Hong Kong Canton Export

Co., Ltd.
J. D. Hutchison & Co.
G. E. Huygen.
Ip Tak & Co.
Jardine, Matheson & Co., Ltd.
Jebsen & Co.
Ed. A. Keller Co., Ltd.
R. H. Kotewall.
(' I ') Lane Crawford, Ltd.

xliii

ENGINEERS AND
SHIPHUILDERS:

Hongkong & Whampoa Dock
Co., Ltd.

Jardine Engineering Corpora­
tion, Ltd.

Taikoo Dockyard & Engineer·
ing ,Co., of Hongkon'g Ltd.

ENGINEERS, CONSULTING
'Carmichae.J & 'Clarke

ESTATE AGENTS:
China Provident Loan &

Mortgage Co., Ltd.
Hongkong Land Investment &

Agency Co., Ltd.
S. J. David & Co.

FIRE LOSS ASSESSORS:
Carmichael & Clarke.

FLOUR BROKER:
L. Dunbar.

FLOUR MERCHANTS:
Dodwell & Co., Ltd.

FORWARDING AGENTS:
Thos. Cook & Son, Ltd.
The American Express Co.,

Inc.

GAS COMPANIES:
Hongkong & China Gas Co.,

Ltd.

HOTELS:
Hongkong & Shanghai Hotels,

Ltd.

GODOWN COMPANIES:
China Provident Loan &

Mortgage Co., Ltd.
Hongkong & Kowloon Wharf

& Godown Co., Ltd.

ICE WORKS & COLD
STORAGE:

Dairy Farm Ice & Cold
Storage Co., Ltd.

BROKERS:
J. E. J,oseph.
Roza Bros.
Stewart Bros.

CEMENT MANUFACTURERS:
Green Island Cement Co., Ltd.

CHEMISTS & DRUGGISTS:
A. S. Watson & Co., Ltd.

CHEMICAL
MANUFACTURERS:

'!Ihe Imperial Chemical Indus­
tri"" (China), Ltd.

COAL CONTRACTORS:
Bradley & Co., Ltd.
Jardine, Matheson & Co., Ltt!.
KaHan Mining Administration.
Mitsubishi Shoji Kaisha, Ltd.
Mitsui Bussan Kaisha, Ltd.
Wallem & Co.
S. T. WiI\iamson & Co.

DAIRIES:
Dairy Farm Ice & Cold

Storage Co., Ltd.
DOCK COMPANIES:

Hongkong & Whampoa Dock
Co., Ltd.

Taikoo Dockyard & Engineer­
ing Co., of Hongkon,g Ltd.

DRAPERS:
Lane Crawford, Ltd.
ELECTRIC COMPANIES:
Hongkong Telephone Co., Ltd.
China Light & power Co

(1918), Ltd.
General Electric Co. of China,

Ltd.
Hongkong Electric Co., Ltd.
Hongkong Tramways, Ltd.
Macao Electric Lighting Co.

Ltd.

ACCOUNTANTS AND
AUDITORS:

Lowe, Bingham & Matthews.
(Ohartered Acc<>untantS).
Percy Smith, Seth & Fleming.
(Incorporated Accountants).
ADVERTISING AGENTS:
T.he Advertising and P,ublicity

BUTe·au.
AERATED WATER
MANUFACTURERS:

A. S. Watson & Co., Ltd.
ANALYSTS:

D. G. Glenn Allen·.
AUCTIONEERS:

Lammert Bros.
BANKS:

The American Ex!>ress Go.,
Inc.

Bank of East Asia, Lta.
Bank of Taiwan, Ltd.
Banque De L'Indo Chine.
Banque Franco-Chinoise !>our

Ie Commerce et L'Indus­
trie.

Chartered Bank of India,
Australia & China.

Hongkong & Shanghai Bank­
ing Corporation.

Mercantile Bank of India, Ltd.
Netherland. India Commer­

cial Bank.
Netherlands Trading Society.
P. & O. Banking Corporation,

Ltd.
Thos. Cook & Son (Bank), Ltd.
Yokohama S!>ecie Bank, Ltd.

BARRISTERS-AT-LAW:
The Hon. Sir Henry Pollock.

KT., K.C.

A BUSINESS DffiECTORY.

The following is a classified list of Members of the Chamber.

In each case" Hong Kong" is a sufficient address.
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Mackinnon, Mackenzie &; Co.
Melchers & Co.
Messageries Maritimes.
Mitsui Bussan Kaisha, Ltd.
Nippon Yusen Kaishil.
Osaka Shosen Kaisha.
Peninsular & Oriental S. 1'11,

Co.. Ltd.
Reuter, Brockelmann & Co.
Robert Dollar Co.
Shewan Tomes & Co.
Shui On S.S. Co., Ltd.
Thoresen & Co.
Thos. Cook & Son, La.
Wallem & Co.
S. T. Williamson & Co.

SHIPBUILDERS:
(see Engineers and Shipbu,1der6J

SOLICITORS & NOTARIES.
Deacons.
G. K. Hall-Brutton.
Johnson, Stokes & Master,
Wilkinson & Grist.

SUGAR IMPORTERS:
Pentreath & Co.

SUGAR REFINERIES:
The Tai-Koo Sugar lte,finlng

Co., Ltd.
TOBACCO MANUFACTURERS:

British American Tobacco Co.
(China), Ltd.

WATERBOAT COMPANIES:
Union Waterboat Co., Iotd.

WINE & SPIRIT
MERCHANTS:

Bradley & Co., Ltd.
Cald'beck Macgregor & Co.,

Ltd.
Dodwe,],] & Co., Ltd.

Gilman & Co., Ltd.
Jardine, Matheson & Co., Ltd.

Lane Crawford, Ltd.
A. S. Watson & Co., Ltd.
WIRELESS COMPANIES:
Marconi International Marine

Communication Co.• Ltd.

OIL COMPANIES:
The Asiatic Petroleum Co.

(South China), Ltd.
The Standard Vacuum Oil Co.

PUBLIC UTILITY
COMPANIES:

Hongkong Telephone Co., Ltd.
China Light & Power Co., Ltd.
Dairy Farm Ice & Cold

Storage Co., Ltd.
General Electric Co. of China,

Ltd.
Hongkong Electric Co., Ltd.
Hongkong & China Gas Co.,

Ltd.
Hongkong Tramways, Ltd.
Macao Electric Lighting Co.,

Ltd.
MOLASSES IMPORTERS.
The Pure Cane Molasses Co.,

(Hong Kong) Ltd.

RUBBER COMPANY:
The Dunlop Rubber Co.

(China) Ltd.
SHIPPING OF}'ICES:

Bank Line, QChina) Ltd.
Banker & Co., Ltd.
British India Steam Naviga­

tion Co., Ltd.
Butterfield & Swire.
Canadian Pacific Steamships,

Ltd.
Chau Yue Teng.
China Navigation Co., Ltd.
Dodwell & Co., Ltd.
Douglas Steamship Co., Ltd.
East A.iatic 'Co'" Ltd,.
F?rness (Far East) Ltd.
Glbb, Livingston & Co Ltd.
Gilman & Co., Ltd. .,
Hongkong, Canton & Macao

Steamboat Co., Ltd.
IndO-China Steam Navigation

Co., Ltd.
Jardine,. Matheson & Co., Ltd.
Java-ChIna_Japan Line
Jebsen & Co. .
John Manners & Co., Ltd.

Marine Insurance Association
of Hongkong & Canton.

Royal Insnrance Co., Ltd.
South British Insurance Co.,

Ltd.
Union Insurance Society of

Canton, Ltd.
MACHINERY AGENTS &

CONTRACTOR~:

Andersen, Meyer & Co., Ltd.
Bodiker & Co.
Bradley & Co., Ltd.
Carmichael & Clarke.
Dodwell & Co., Ltd.
General Electric Co. of China,

Ltd.
J. Jack.
Jardine Engineering Corpora-

tion, Ltd.
Jebsen & Co.
R. H. Kotewall
Mitsubishi Shoji Kaisha, Ltd.
Mitsui Bussan Kaisha, Ltd.
Reiss, Massey & Co., Ltd.
Reuter, Brockelmann & Co.
Alex. Ross & Co. (China), Ltd.
Shewan Tomes & Co.
Siemssen & Co.

MARINE SURVEYORS:
Anderson & Ashe.
Carmichael & Clarke.
Goddard & Douglas.
Walter C. Weston.

MINING COMPANIES:
Kailan Mining- Administration.

MOTOR VEHICLE
DEALERS.

Alex. Ross & 00. (China), Ltd
Dodwell & Co. Ltd.
Gilman & Co., litd. .
Hong Kong & Shanghai

Hotel,s, Ltd.

NAVAL ARCHITECTS.
Carmich'ael & Clarke

OIL: BULK OIL CARGO
SURVEYORS.

Carmiciha'el & Clarke

xliv

Maison F. Mathieu, Ste., Arne.,
W. R. Loxley & 00. (Ch'n'a) Ltd.
John Manners & Co., Ltd.
Maxim & Co.
Melchers & Co.
Wm. Meyerink & Co.
Ming Kee Hong.
Mitsui Bussan Kaisha, Ltd.
A. B. Moulder & Co., Ltd.
(' I ') Mustard & Co.
H. M. H. Nemazee.
Nestle Anglo-Swiss Condensed

Milk Co.
Petersen & Co.
Reiss, Massey & Co., Ltd.
Reuter, Brockelmann & Co.
Robertson, Wilson & Co., Ltd.
Sander, Wieler & .00.
David Sassoon & Co., Ltd.
Shewan Tomes & Co.
Siemssen & Co.
Sui Heong Yuen.
The Swedi,sh Ohinese E"llort

and Imllort Co., Ltd.
B. M. Taiati.
Tat Kuan & Co.
Thoresen & 00.
Toyo Menka Kaisha, Ltd.
Union Trading Co., Ltd.
Utoomal & Assudamal Co.
Wallem & Co.
Har,ry Wicking & Co.
S. T. Williamson & Co.
Xavier Bros. litd.
('E') James Y"n & Co.

INSPECTORS OF PETROLEUM:
Carmichael & Clarke.

INSURANCE COMPANTES
& ASSOCIATIONS:

Canton Insurance Office, Ltd.
China Fire Insurance Co., Ltd.
China Undel'Wl'iters, Ltd.
Chun On Fire Insurance Co.,

Ltd.
Fire Insurance Association of

!iongkong.
Hongkong FJore Insurance Co.,

Ltd.


