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E. ;'Ila"killlo.h l\lll.l.t,rtiehi & ."II";~'. . F. ffe)Jdf'r~on
II ~I - " F. Henuen,u'n
,.' cConllc.h!e .., (lillll"n & Co. F. H(lI{lerson
Herbert Sllllth .1 BLlt.(crfield & SlVir~
Herbert :-illlith do It, C. Wileo'll::
Herb, rt Smith dl)" R. V. Wilco't
A. ,\lcCouachie .. (:;illllall & ('0. Jt. C. Wilcox
J J K k H. C. Wilcox:

," C.ill'ic Jardine. Matheson & ('0 H. C. Wilcox
t:.~. .sharp ... Gihb, Living~toll& Co.. H. C. Wilcox
E A. Hewett.!'. &, O. :-ite:11" Nav. Co. A. R Lowe
p. It. Law. BlItlerlield & ~lVil'e
U. ,to Law do' A. k. I,01ve
A. G. Wood. Gibh, Uvin'gstoll & Co. A.~. Lowe
". G. Wood .. ,10 A. . !..oWl!
A. fi. Wood .. do' A.a.Lowe
'\. G. Wood ..... ,10' A. R. Low!!
J. U . .\1. S"lilh. Hn"gkfi,," "e, '"'. 'r'.,· E. A. M. \Vil1i;l1JlQ

I

un u, ~,,-.~ '" Ilank E. A. M. \Villill.m~

J. It. :\1. Smith. do. E. A .r-r. Willil\ll>5
H. Keswick.. Jardine. ~allwsoll & Co A. It. I,owe, .deUIO.'1
N .1. 1'ilabb ._. H<)l1g~on" &. o']ud 1111ll1,. E. A.lIl. \Villlam~

" F.. A.M. Willia"",
C. H. RO$s.. Jardine. Matheson & (·0. E. A. /II William~

J. W. C. BOl11lar Glh", LivingsLoIl &; Co t f.' it~iJ~~~:1!~.'1
J. w. n. Bonnar do
J. W. C. Bonnar do: E. A. U. Willi",,,.-

A. R. Lowe, Actinll
~. II. lJodwl'll. Dodl'l'("11 & Co I,td E. A. M. \Vill':'lI"
:-;. H. Dodwel!.. Dodwell & CO:' . E. A. ~I. WilliHll1!>

.-\. R. Lowe, Aetillj/
E. A. M. Willian1'
.!t. R. Lowe, .Acti!lJl
E. A. M. William"
E. A. M. Wil1ialll~

D. K. Blair, .Actin:}
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do.
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do.
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Jllfdioe Mathasou & Co.

BUlh'Ifield & Swire

Hei.~~ & Co.

Reiss & 1'0.

Dowell & Co.
Reiss & Co..

[ 9 1

Officers of the Hongkong General Chamber of Commerce.

From (late qf Formation in 186.1 to. )iJJO.

186! AlexallderPercival.. Jardine :Uathesf}1l & Co.
1862 James MacAndrew.. do.
1863 J. J. MackenZie Dent &: Co.
11164. H. H. Glbo Gibb. Liviujo\:slon &: Co
186.) H. H. Le'l1aull . Gilman &: Co. .
1866 John Dent Dent& Co.
1~67 pP. !!'yr!.e.. '!'urller&Co.
1868 . L~yne... .... do.
18Mt W .•1. Bryans do.
1870 W. Kf>swick . Jardine illathesoll &: Co.
::S7t 1'. Ryrie . Turner & Co.
)872 P. Ryrie . no.
1873 p. ftyrie .. do
:S74 P. Hyrie . do.
;:~~ P. Ryrie .. do.

t-', Ryrie .. ..... do.

~~;~ ~~: ~:::~~~. Jardine l\Iatilesoll <I< Co_

~~;g W Ke~wick 3g:
U'lll ~. *esw~ck tio.

i~~~ r :~:e}~~':::\:i~"."'· }~:
1884 W. KeswiCk ..... do.
198,) W. Keswick. .. dO

\~¥ ::. ~Yl"ie . 'fumer & Co.

~~~~ ::: ~H:: ':.:.:..-:::. ~g:
18~ do.

i~~~, :t n;~~:::~~~i: :::." Bllttcrfiel;~:~ Swire.

lll:l:; IJ ..J. Keswick Jardin~ Mathesoll & Co.
lMl4 J. J. Keswick do.
l!i!:li) A. ,.. , Woud r,.ibh, Livingston &. (;0.
l~~G A. MeColJacllie . GilllllllI,~ Co.
Hi97 !-t. M. (;ray .... Reiss &0 Co.
1!-98 11.. M. Gray... do.
Ib~9 R. M. (jr;IY . 0.')
1;01) R. M. urav do:
POI ~ir ThOmas J;lCbOIl H:'lngkOll~ &: R'llai Bank.
1:1(12 t'. S.."harp Glbb, Lil'in/fSton <I< Co
1911:1 E. 1J.. Hewelt 1 P. & O. Stl'am Nav. Co.
19M E. A. HloWdt I
1!'l[lS K .\. HeweLt :.. :1 ~~.
J!IO(j E A Hewelt
1907 ~; .. i\'. Hewett d·,.

I?og .K A. Hewett ' o.
I~O) I~. A. He" ett . ~~:
1910 Eo t\. Hewett.

1~1 ~ E . .J,. Hewetr.
1.1~ 10:. A. Hewelt.( .~1.(J.,

J913 E.... Hewett.j'.~I.(;.,

1914 EA. Hewettj'.}[.li.,

19lij f E, A.II~w(\tt.c.MG ..
1 1>. LuuJnle

19103 (;. T. Edkin~

1917 P. H. Holy"ak .

19J& P. H. Holyoak .
H,19 S
1!l!O p.~. Dodwel! .

. . Holyoak , .

DIA COMMERCIAL H'K
NEW ZEALAND INSUR-

ANCE Co, LTV.

NEWALL & CLAXTOK
NIPPON YUSlcN KAIS] rA
NORTHWEST TRADl:\U
Co., LTD,

ORIENT TO BA COO
MANUFACTORY

O~AKASHOSENKAISHA
PATELL & 00.
PENTREATH & 00.
PERCY ~ilI!TH, SETH &

]<'LE:I]J 1'1'
REISS & Co.
ROBERT nOl.LA]{, Co.
ROUElnso:\, WILHON

& Co.
ROCHA, .1 •.M DA & Co.
IWSS, ALEX, & Co.
ROYAL l"SURA:\CE 00.,

LTD.
IWDOLF \I'OLFF & KEII',
1/rD.
THE RUSSIA]'( VOLU','

TEKR FLEET.
RnSSO-AHIATIC BANK.
SASSOON, VA\"I D & Co.,

LTD.
SA~~OO:X, E. V. & Co.
SHEWAN, '1'0,\1 E~ & Co.
SH {ll ON S.S. Co., LTD.
~ILVA-NETTO & Co.
:-;KO'! T, H. & Co.
80AB..E,~ &; Co.
DE SOU:-iA & Co.
SOUTH BRITISH l;l/tiUH·

ANCE Co, lIm.
STAND.\RD OJL Co. ov

:'IEII' YORK
STlj:PHE:\S, IJ. & Co.
8TERN, D. ,so Co.
STEW A I,T BlWS.
TAl SHINl: p.\rEl{'

l\lANUFACTl'l{l:\li Co.,
LTD.

THE TEXAS ('0.

TROM ~ S COOK &, ~O~
THOMAS II'. SHIMONH &.

Co.
THORESEN & Co.
TOYO KISEX KArSHA
UNJOX INSUI{AN C'E

SOCIETY OF CANTOX
U'\'1O:'I 1'1,AI.)[:\O Co.
l' N 10]'( \\'ATERBUAT

CO.. J/f]).
IT 1'1 I TED A.SBEST(JS
OHIJ<:NTALAGENOY Lv.

V oCOUM OIL Co.
WARREN, C. E. & Co.
\V A TSOX, A. S. & Co., 1.'1']).

HAHRY \\ rCKINU & 00.
WI LKIl\'SON, HEYWOOj)

&, CLA.H.KE, LTD.
\\'JLKIXSON & GRIST'
XAVIER, r. A. & Co.
YO KO HAM A SPECfI<:

BANK LTD.
VUE!\' HOr HONG
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169
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172

"173
"

174
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176
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145
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"149
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132

) 5:1
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SURANCE Co" LTD.
HO:\GKONG IMPORT &

CHINA PRODUCE EX
PORT CO.

HONGKONG& KOWLOON
WHAltF & GODOWN
Co., LTD.

HONUKONG LAND 11'
VESTME1"T & AGENCY
Co., LTD.

H 0 N GK ON U ~IERCAN

TILE Co., 1.'rD.
H'KOXG ROPE ;\IA1"(1·

FACTURING Co., LTD.

HOXGKONG & SHA}iG:~

HAl BA"KINU COR
POHATION.

HOXGKONU TRAMWAY
CO:\1 PA~Y, I.TD.

HONGKONG & WHAM-
P0A nOCIC Co., LTD.

HUGHES & HOUGH
Hm! PH I,E YR, ,J. D. & SOl\'
HUMPHREYR, W. G. & Co.
HUTCHlti01\, J. D. & Co.
INTEltNATJONA L BAN K-

INU CORPOHATlON
JACK, \V. C. & Co" LTD. I
.JAHDlXE, :llATHEtiON & I

Co" L'1'D,
JAVA CHl~A.TAPANLI.T.i\1

JOHNSON, tiTOIO> &
~I AST 1>:1,

KAILAN I\fINING AD-
MINISTRATION

LAI\E CILI II'FOHD & Co.
IiAPICQUE, .P. A. &. Co.
Llj;IGH &. OI(ANGE
LINSTEAD DAVIS & Co.
THE Ll VERl'OOL AND
I~ONDON AND GLOBE
INSlJRANCE Co., LTD.

LOWE, BlNGHAill & ill AT·
THEI\'~

LOXLl';Y, W. R. & Co.
MACK[ NNON, l\l ACKE?\

ZIE & Co.
MACDONALD & Co.
MAN I' E R S & BACK
HOU~E. LTD.

illAlUNB ] NS II RA N CE
AS'OC]ATION oFHONG·
KONI"

illEROANTILE BANK OF
INDIA LTD.

MICHAEL, J. R. & Ce.
illING KEE HONG
:lIITSUBISHI tiHOJI KAI-

SHA
MITSUI BUSSAN KAISHA

.LTD.
MODY, N, -& Co.
MOSES, N. S.& 00.
MOLLER & Co., LTD,
MUSTARD & Co.
NESTLE ANGLO SWISS
.,-CONllENSED MILK Co.

KETHERLANIlS THAD·
ING SOCIETY

"

"

"

,;

"
"

"

"

"

"

"

"
"

"

"

"

"

125
12fi
127

LIST OF MEMBERS,-Continued

94. MESSRS. HOXGK01"GF IRE IN· 135 MESSRS. NETHElU,ANDS IX·

] 24

9,;

]29
130
13l
13t
133

13i

12l
122

99

U8

119
120

96

98

128

97

J23

11R
114
111)
lin
117

lI2

Il0
III

103
104.
105
106
107

J08
109

100

102

101
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(RAMBER'S REPRESENTATIVES IN LEGISLATiVE (CU!"<UL.

Object.

•

Name.

Membership
and llub
~cription.

Management.

(CONFIRMED AT THE ANNUAL GENERAL
MEETING HELD 19'I:H MAY, 1903.)

[11)

RULES AND REGULATIONS.

1. The Society shall be styled " The Hongkong
General Ohamber of Commerce."

II. The objects of the Chamher shall he to watch
over and protect the general interests of Oommerce, 'to
collect information on all matters of interest to the
Mercantile Oommunity, and to use every means within
its power for the removal of evils, the redress of griev
ances, and the promotion of the common good; to

communicate with Authoritie~ and others thereupon;
to form a code of practice whereby the transaction of
business may be sjmplified and facilitated; to J'eceive
references, and to arbitrate between disputants-the
decisions in such references to be recorded for futuro
use or guidance.

III. All Mercantile Firms, and persons engaged
or interested in the trade of Hongkong or China, shall
be eligible for admission as Members in tbe manner
he\reafter described, alld on payment of $60 for Firms,
and $25 for single individuals for the current year of
their election, and a like a.nnual subscription thereatter,
payable on 1st January.

IV. Candidates for admission must be proposed
by one Member, and ,seconded by another, and elected
at the Annual Genetral Meetings by a majority of the
votes of the Members there present entitled to vote.
'rhey may also be elected by the Oommittce in the
interval between su·eh Annual General Meetings, blit
liubject to confirmation at the Ilext Annual General
Meeting.

V, The business and funds of the Chamber shall
be managed by the Oommittee.

VI. The Committee shall consist of ten "JIembers,
all of whom shall be British or Representatives of
British Firms, to be elected at the Annual Meeting of
the Chamber, and they shall hold Office for one year.
Vacancies occurring during the year shall be filled -.ly
tile Committee.

The Oommittee shall enter upon office as soon as
the Annual Meeting has been held, and shall remain in
office until their report and accounts have been accepted
and passed by the Chamber and their successors assume
office. ~.

llOlQ Elected.

dQ.

do.

Firm

do.

do.

do.

Reiss & Co...

Mercantilo Bank ....

Butterfield & Swire ...

Stewart Bros.

She·wan, T(Jmos & Co.

Gilman &Co..

Chartored Bank of LA. "" Chinll

N(Jm~ oj RtprelefUative

Edward Victor David Parr.

Percy HobsQn Holyoak

Percy Hobson Hulyoak.

Perc~' Hobson Holycak.

Edbert Ansgar Hewett, C.M.G.

Murray Stewart ..

Edbert Ansgar Hewett ...

Alexander MacConachie ...

Robert Gordon Shewan ..

Herbert Smith .

Thomas Jackson ....

A:ex:ander Palme!" MacEwen..

John Thllrburn...... . .

Thomas Henderson Whitehead

Bendyshe Layton ...

Thomas Henderson Whitehead

Thomas Henderson Whitehead

Hongkong & Shanghai Bank. Elected 2nd January

Elected 27th April, Mr. JacksonAle"l:ander Palmer MacEwen Holiday, VIi~ise & Co. . on leave.

........ ,Elected l7th September, on

I
retirement of Mr. Jack!:lOl1.

Gibb Livingston & Co Elec,ted 220d May, Mr. Mac-
, gwenon]O!lve

Chartered Bank of LA. & China. Elected 18th September, on reo
signation of Mr. MacEwen.

Elected 9th June, Mr. White
head on leave.

Re_e1ected 19th September, on
expiry of term.

Elected 30th April, Mr. Wllite
hear! on leav!'.

Elected 18th June, on resigna
tion of Mr. H. Smith.

Chartered Bank of I. A. & China Returned from leave, 12th July

Ele~~l' 5~h June, :Mr. White
head on leave.

Eleeted 3rd October, on f'll:piry
Robert Gordon Shewan ... do. do. of term.

I

Elected on 12th :\ugust, Mr
Henry Edward Pollock. ICC. ", Barrister at Law.. Shewan on leave.

~ C Returned from }('UVf', 12th JulyRobert GonIon Shewan Shewan, Tomes~' o. 1904.

P. & O. St€'um Navigo.tion Co. Elected 26th April, Mr. Sh€'wan
resigned.

Elected 17th March, Mr
Hewett on leave.

P. & O. StealTl NavigatIOn Co. RetllTllcd from leave, 15tl
Edbert Ansgar Hewett. October. 1908.

Re_elected 25th .\ pril. 1912, on
eJl:pir)' of term.

St~w~rt Bros. . Elected 25th May, 1912. Mr.
Murray Stewart,... ...... .... ...... "" Hewett on leave.

.... Gibb. Livingston & Co. . Elected 10th SePtember,. 19[2,J. \V. C. Bonnar ........ ..... Mr.Murra)-StewartreSlgned.
. C Returned from leave 19th De

Edbert Ansgar Hewett, C.M.G. P. & O. Steam Navigatwil o. cember, 1912.

Percy Hobson Holyrak .. Reiss & Co. . Eleii:~'e~~l, ~~:It~.of Mr. E. c\.

J II Dodwell & Co., Ltd Elected 29th May, Mr. P. H.
Stanley Hudson Do we . .. Holyoak on leave.

.......... ..... Returneil froln leave 31st Octo
ber.19l7.

Returned from Ipave 24th Sep
tember.1918.

Ma:kinnoll Mackeuzio iX Co... Elected 13th May. Mr. P. H.
Holyoak on leavo.

Reiss ,\: Co. Returnod from leave 24th
March. 1920.



Committee
Meetings.

Rub-Com
millees.

By·laws.

,ACC(111nts.

[i2J

At the first meeting the new Committee shall ekn..
a Chairman and Vico~Oha~rman, who shaH hold oHlcr'
for the ,year.

VII. In the event of the Repr€sentat.i\-e of the
Chamber of Oommerce in the Legislative Council not
being fL member of the Committee, he shall, ex-officie.
ha\'e a seat on the Committee,

VIII. The Committee shall meet at hmst once ;-1

rnonth (on sc.ch day as may be flxeu) for the tl'unsachun
of bmjness, and at other times whelJ summoned by the
Chairman, or in his absence by the Vice-Chairman.
The proceedings to be laid on the table for the inspec
tion of members, subject to such regulations as tl1r>

Committee may consider £'xpeuient. In case of the
non-attendance of the Chairman and Vice-Chairman, a
chairman shall be chosen by the Member of the Oom

mittee present.

IX. At M0etings of tho Oommittee, foul' Mem·
bel'S shall form a quol'lun, and in case of an cqualit,Y ill
\",oting tho ChaiL'man shall hU\'e a casting vote in adt:i

t inn to his own.

X. The Commit.tee Rhall have pOW€'ll' to appoint
Su b-C'ornmittees fol' ~uch purposes as may be Jcemt'tl

atlvisab~e.

XI. Tile Committc-c shall have power to frame
By-law::;, which sha.ll at once come into force, but m~st

l~c pl'esented for cJnfirmation ~~t the next ensumg
General Meeting of the Chamber; and after such con·
nl'mation, such By-laws !',hall be bin ...ling on all Members

oqually with these BuIes.

XII. The Funds of the C'halllbC'l' Sl1<l11 be paid
into one of the Banks umlor an acconnt to be opened by
the Committee, and lOay be invested in such manher as

may be considered auv:sabk.

XIH. All CillcqUfS Sk1H be :oignetl b,Y the Secre
tary of tl,c Chawber, and countersigned, by the Chair~

Illan or Vice-Chairtnan, 01' in tllFil' ab"'eJ)ce by one oi, .
the Oommittee. All tlisbnn;ements shall be sanctloneo
by the Committ::e at their ord~nary Meetings.

An Account, dll;y RlIdi:od by two Members of the
Chamber, shall be laid befol'e the Annnal General

Meeting.

[ 13 J

XIV. A Yearly Report of the proceedings shall
be prepared, which, after being approved at the Annual
General Meeting, shall be printed and circulated.

XV. A paid Secretary shan be appointed by the
Committee, such appointment to be subject to confirma

tion at the next ensuing Annual General .Meeting.

XVI. 1'he Annual General Meeting of the Oham
bel' shall be held in the month of February (or as soon
thereafter as may be convenient) of each year for the
purpose of receiving the Oommittee's Reporrt, of examin
ing and passing the Accounts of the previous year of
electing the Oommittee for the ensuing year, and of
transacting general business.

All imporhnt questions affecting the Port, and its
commercial relations with the Empire of Ohina or with
other States, may be discussed at the Annual ~1ee.tings
or at Specia.l General Meetings convened for the pur.
pose in the manner provided for by Rule 17.

XVII. The Gommittee may, whenever they think
fit, or shall npon a requisition made in writing signed
b~- at least five Members of tne Chamber, convene an
ExtraOirdinary General Meeting, of the Chamber. Any
such requisition shall state the objects of the Meeting
proposed to be held, and upon receipt of such requisi~

tion the Committee shaH forthwith call an Ext.ra.
ordinary General Meeting, to be held within ten da;~,.--s

subsequent to the receipt of such requisition.

XVIII. At least five days' notice, either by Ad
vertisement 011' printed Oircular, shall be given of each
Annual or I!~xtraordinary General Meeting, and in the
case of the latter the notice shall state the nature of
the business for which the Meeting is called.

XIX. No businesls bhall be transacted at any
General Meeting unless there be personally present ~l t

the time the Meeting proceeds to business ten or more
Members.

AX. Voting by l'roxy, or by l\ilembel's whose sub
scriplion~ are in arrear, shall not be allowed, nor shaH
more tlHin one Member of the same Firm be entitled to
\'ote for such Firm on the same occasion.

XXI. In the absence from thc Colony of all the
partners in a Firm, their representative by Power vf
Attorney shall be entitled to vote.

Annual
Report.

Secretary.

Annual alld".
Speeial
General
Meeting9.

Extraord inar~'
Genornl
Meetings.

• Ql;orum.

Votin;:.



•

KXllulsion of
Member.

Alteratioll of
Rn]!'>!.

[14).

XXII. In case the conduct of any Memher shall
in the opinion of the Committee be injurious to. the
(:iJaracter 0Ir interests of the Chamber, the Commlt~ee

1IIa~" after due enquiry, and after opportunity of maklllg
Lio defence has been affol'ded to such Member, pass a
Jtesolution for the expulsion of such Member from the
Chamher, and such Resolution shall take effect a.fter
it has been communicated to the Mem.bers. and been
passed at a Genaral Meeting by a majorit~ of not less
than two-thirds of those present and qualIfied to vote
at such }ieeting.

XXIII. The Rules of the Ohamber shall not be
repealed, adJed to. or altel'eu. exce~t by a majol'lty of
Members present at a General Meetmg (called fdr that
I'Ul'posc) and after at least ten days' notice has been
given of the proposed changes.

XXIV. The Rules and By-la,ws shall be printeu
and a copy thereof shall be furnished every Member.

XXV. Any Member who is the subject of a na
tion, between which and Great Britain a state of war
exists shall ipso facto cease to be a Member.

(I5]

BYE-LAWS.

(CONFIRMED AT THE ANNUAL GENERAL
MEETING HELD 19TH MAY, 1903.)

AND AMENDED AT A GENERAL MEETING
HELD 28TH APRIL, 1914.

. I. The Office shall be open daily from noon to
one o'clock p.m., when the Secretary shall be in atten
dance, and ready t<> communicate with any Mem bel' :re
quiring information or access to the Recorus of the
Chamber.

II. The Secretary shall attend all Meetings (in.
eluding those of the Arbitration Committee, if requir
ed), keep a journal of an proceedings, take charge of
all documents, keep the accounts of the Chamber,
collect Subscriptions and obtain Statistics of Trade,
prepare Statements of Trade, conduct and keep copies
of correspondence, and attend to such other unties as
may be required by the Oommittee.

III. All communications shall be recei\"cd and
answered through the Chairman, Vice-Chairman, or
Secretary.

IV. So documents belonging to the Chamber
shall be removed, nor shall any minute of its proceed
ings be ronde public without an order of the Committee
and no Member shall be entitled to view any unpub
lished correspondence or records of the Ohambei' except
at the discretion of the Oommittee.

V. Xotice of any proposition or business to be
brought br :Members before the Yea-rly Geneml Meeting
shall be gi,·cn to the Secretary at leas,t five days befotre
the Meeting, who, in the circular Or advertisement call
ing such Afeoting, will sta.te the business or proposition,
and by whom to be brought forward.

VI. In aduition to the Subscriptionf5 as provided
for by RLlle IlL) funds fUl' the requirements of tho
Chamber may be raised in tile following manner :-By
the sale or statements of trade, by fees on Arbitration
and Refen'ncps, by fees foJ' certified copies of the
Records anu uther Docnments in the Archives of the
Chamber, Q'I' for Cmtificates for any Commercial mat
tel'S, by the issue of telegraphic or other information of
general i'nterest, and by voluntary gifts and contribu
tions either in money, maps, books or anJ'thing which
may be useful to the Society.

Offie;> hOllrs

SeCrMftr:l";;,
dllties.

Corre~pond(·]]{·f'.

DOC\IIlll'lltS
not to h",
Relllov~.d.

Genera]
Mel'ting Notire_

Revf'll1'€'

"th"r than
Subscril!tl<lllll.
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Order of
speeches.

Proposal of
CandidatelO.

Voting.

Notic. of
Meeting.

(CONFIRM~ AT THE ANNUAL GENERAL
MEETI~ HELD 19TH MAY, 1903.)

[17]

RULES TO REGULATE
PROCEEDINGS AT MEETINGS

HELD FOR THE NOMINATION OF
REPRESENTATIVES OF THE

CHAMBER IN THE
LEGIRLATIVE COUNCIL.

1.. On receipt of a request from the Government

to ~onll?ate a representative of the thamber in the
LegIslatIve CounclJ, a General i\feeting of the MembClI's

shall. be called by the Committee, notice of which shall
~e gIven by advertisement in the public Press at least
five da;rs before the holding of such Meeting.

2. ~otice in writing of the names of Candidates
and of their proposers and seconders, to be lodged witl~
the Secretary at least 48 hours before the time appoint
ed for holding the Gene.ral Meeting.

3. If onl:.- one Candidate,. the Voting to be by
show of hands j if more than one Candidate, the Voting
to be by Ballot.

.4. In the case of a Ballot, Scrutineers to be
apPolllted by the Meetil1g.

G. In the case of a Ballot, a voting paper to be
handed. to each Member entitled to vote attending the
Meeting, and W!len the Poll takes place, the voting
papers, with the names of the Selected Candidates filled
in to be placed in a receptacle (to be indicated by the
Chairman of the l\1eetmg) at the pbcc of Hallot· tIle
I:lcrutmeers (or Secretary) to (register the name of the
Voters as the voting papers are so tlepoKitcd.

6. After a Candidate has been proposed and
seconded, :Membel's may speak to the pl'Ol)(1sal before
the -'lceting.

/. \V\.len all the Candidates have been proposed
~Ild seconded, the Candidates may uddLress Vie Meeting
lU the order in which their names hayc been submitted
to the Meeting.

In cases of dispute relating to matters of a
technical nature the Arbitration Committee may
appoint one or more persons other than of their unrobe«'
to examine and/or arbitrate in the matter at sneh fee
or fees as the Committee may decide.

VIII. If tbe dispute be of such a nature as to,
in the opinion of the General Committee, require the
service of tbc Arbitration Oommittee, each Member
thereof shall be entitled to a Fee-in addition to a Fee

for tbe Ohamber.
'fhe amount of such Fees to be regulated by the

Arbitration Committee, according to the impmtance of
the case and the time occupied therein, suhject to an
appeal to the General Committee whose decision on the

amount shall be final.
IX. The Disputants in an Arbitration case shall

be held to guarantee the fees jointly and seycl:ally to

the Ohamber.
X. The Arbitration Committee shall appoint its

own Chairman and confine its functions to cases WhClfC

its intervention or advice is requested, and on no, occa.
sion shall it proceed with any case unless all the parties
subscribe a Bond making the Award a Rule of the

:::iupreme Court.
Printed forms of such Bonds, legally preprured,

shall be kept for the information of Members and other
:J'Iembers of the Public who may have occasion to resort

to the Chambel' for Arbitration.
The pall'ties to an Arbitration or Survey need not

lIccessarily be Members of the Chamber, but in cases
where neither party is a Member o[ the Chamber the
General Committee may decline to arbitrate or hold a

Survey.
XI. In the event of any question as to the con-

struction aT application of these By-laws, the General
Committee shall have power to decide the same, sub
mitting the matter to the next General Meeting of tho

Chamber for its -final decision.

VII. The Oommittee shall appoint every year
nrom their number a Corresponding Committee to
supervise all matters connected with the correspondence
of the Chamber, and an Arbitration Committee to con
duct and decide cases submitted to the arbitration of
the Chamber. 'fhe functions of the Arbitration Com
mittee shall continue so long as any business submitted

. to them during their period of service remains undecid

ed.

COllstruction
of By·laws.

Termll of
Arbitration
Committee
to enforct'.

Arbitration
Fees.

Appoiutment
or ouhide
Arbitrators.

Corresponding
and .4. rbitration
Committees.

I

1.1



COMMISSIONS.

"

"

"

.,

"

.,

.,

.,

P'-lyabll' by ~ellcr

"

BROKEH.AGES.
J pl.'r ('('nt.
,;

1

"

Purcha<;illg or selling 'l\~3" 0' 0' 2! per cene.
Ra\V Silk, 2~
Cotton, .. . 2t
OpiuIn, 2
all other Goods and Produce, 3
Ships and Landed Propert,y, 5

., Stocks and ShareR,... . 1
Inspecting 'j't'll" 2

., Silk, , 1
Guaranteeing Sftles .. 2t

RemittanceR, 1
]lrawing or endorsing Bills of Exchange, I

01' 1H>g"otiating' Rills of Exchange without l'~eoul'sc,......... ~
Pur('hasill!{ or realising' Bullion or Bills of Exchange,............ ~
Remitting the Proceeds of Bullion or fiilJs of Exehnnge, !
Pa.,ving and rcceidrJg Ml)lJ~'Y in Cnl'rcnt Acconnt,

" 8.hip·s Di.<;!mrsAment8, , " :?i
Collecting- f'reight,......... . :!~
Obtaining Freight or ('harter.............................................. 5

.' "and eollectill~ sanl/l Freight 6
.\dj"st;ng' In",m"ce Claims "" Amount Reco\'el'pd 21
Effecting- [nsul'ance, 011 the Illsured Amount,.............. t
j'l'osecutinp: ?]' d~fending- successfull,r Claimi-l, either at. Law or t 5

lJ,Y ArIHtrahoIl, I
Prosecuting or uefendinp: unsuccessfully, 2~
l\tauag'iug- E~tatf's and collectillg H.~ntl'l (on Gl"OSS H.e('eipt~), 5
1'1'I'l.IlRhippill;.'." 01' forwnnling- .JPWf>Jlt']·,Y, and Btlllioll, ...• _•.•...... t
}<'onvJlrdillg' 01' transhipping (jarg'o, 1
TranElhippillg 01' forwarding Opi~lm " $~ per che~t
Goods withdrawlI or re-shipped ~. COIllmi~~inn
Granting" Letters of Credit, .. . J per t:Pllt.

Wnl' doing sldp's business whcnllo in \Yaru or ontward Cumllli~,ioll ~ 20 centkl per
iF! Pill'ned , , ) &l:{istel' tOn

.-1 tlol'tnl 11J' the JI01Jr.;k()lI~ (;l'1wl':Jl Chamber ()f('ommerce,

,'It tIll) .-Il/mUll (jenera.! JleMillg held 19th MHy, 1!103.

7'0 /)p c}J:1.rKerl to nil.rCl' and SelieI'.

[19]

SCALE OF COMMISSIONS AND BRDKERAGES.

Tile l;oll\'cr:-;ioll into Hongkong C'.urrene.v of sterlin;;:- freigh t inwl1,~d to Honp;kn l1;,:,",

puyable in Hong-kOlw, shll,ll, unless otherwh:!€ i-ltiptlhlted, be made <d, t,he
I"att' fo]' Ull,nk HiI1s on'"'!..ondon pnyahle on dt"llHIIHl: lind the rat(1 ruling- at
the clot'll' or a mail 81mll he thE' rHt.e lll'plicnblc to sneh purpose during- th~
IOubsPllllent week.

I:ills a Ill! Bullion .
Pr'(l(lllcl:~ nnd ffelH'I'al Merchandisc .
FiJ'e ArIlIR, ....................•..•..............................
['01' neg:oLial.ing fwd complet.ing Charters Ilnlll

pl'ocuring Iff·eight I
Fqr negotiating' 81Llt! or Iltll'chase of L»lldell, 1

Property ' I

•

8. Thereafter no further addresses may be made
and the Ballot shall take place.

9. After the Scrutinecrs have reported in writing
to the Chairman 01 the Meeting the I'csllit of the ~allot,

the ClJalnuan shall declare the same to the Meetmg.

f J't f votes betweell10. In the case 0 an cqua I yo· ,
the OanJidates standing highest in the Poll, the Ballut
as between: these Candidates shall be held. over ag~m

at n fl1lother Meeting to he called on a date to be <1eo1<1
cd on by the GeneI'd Oommittee, sncl~ date to be not
later than tell days after the first Meet- g.

[18]

Result.

Cal'l'l of equality
_OJ vot.es

I

I



UO\:lgkoott. 15th Janusry, In7.

By order of the COlllmittee.

TARIFF OF CHARGES.

Brokerage.

lY,d.
3d.
6d.
9d.
1{-
1{6
2{-
2{6
3{-

.....................
. .

. ' ..

......... '" '" 5 cents .
.......... . 10 ..

... 25 ..

........................... 40 ..

...... '" .... 50 "
........... 75"

............. $1.00 "
. $2.00 "

...... '" $3.00

"..
....

"
"
"
"
"

.,

Value of Stock.

Under 5/-/ .. . .5/- and over .
20 - .

60/-
' .. . '" .
~ ..... ... ... ...

100/- ...
150/
200/
300/
400/-

Hongkong, 15th January, 1917.

By orde1' of the Committee.

ON

TARIFF OF CHARGES

Under $ 2
$ 2 and over
$ 10
$ 30
$ 60
$100
$300
$500
$700

STERLING AND STRAITS DOLLAR STOCKS

To be charged 10 BUYER and SELLER.

[21]

HONGKONG STOCK EXCHANGE.

EDWARD M. RAYMOND,
Secretary.

N.B.-This L' t' t .
II

.,' . 1S IS 0 come tufa force from this date and c"neels'
a p1el tous iSSues.

•

.Jll

.3;)

.75

.2S
.W
.1U
,10

.10

.10

.JO

.10

,GO

B,·n!;er()!/t'.

l:l.OO pH 1'-;1, ,r,'.
·!.OO
l.5ll
1.00

(1.7;-.
0.50
0.3.;
O.2!'i
O.;W
0.1;;
0.10
0.05

Chin:\. Sngar
1\fnlnbons Sugar

l\IISCELLANEOllS

ChilJa.Borne(•....
China Light & Power
China Providl'llt
Dairy F:J,l'lII
GreeD Island ("'lIIonts
Hongkong" Eledric
Hongkong 1('(' ell,
Hongkong J{ope
Hongkong Tnl !I\\\,;lY·

Steel Foundrie:
'\~tl,tson & CII..
'Y'm. p()\\"(' 11

I
DOCKS, \VHARVES & GODOWNS-

I Hongkong & vVhnmpoa Dock :foG.flO
Hongkong & Kowloon \Vharf .50

R.EFIKERIES-

.0;')

.20

.35

.50

.flO

.3G

.20

.50

.50

.50

.tU

.35

.50

1.00
.50

1.UO
3.00

At 01' over .900 Brokerage h, be
700
~..OO
300
'00

60
35
35
15
12.50
3.00

under 3.00

,'flock "I!alue.

Whe>n thf' prices of Stocks fluctuate, tho abo....{' TlH'iff is subjt'I't to alh·rnt;,'n~"~ f"ll"w~:-

ElJ\YARD M. HAYM.OND,
Secretory.

N, B.-This scale do ~ I,c,t apply to nOIl.local stooks, brokeragr for wllil"il will h,' !lllill~i,·J from

Lime to time as occasion m ':' demand.

To be chm'ged to Buyer and Selle1·.

[20)

HONCKONC STOCK EXCHANCE.

,YR.-This List ill to come into force £ro.n thiK datl" and ca.n{'('ls all .re\-:ow~ i!'l!l1cs.

BANKS-
Hongkong & Shanghai .... $2.00

INsuRANcE-
Canton .. , .
China Fire.. .. . ,
Hongkong Fire
U ~lion .....

L.-\ Nll & nUH,lHNGS-

Central Estates ....
HOllgkong Land Investment
Humphreys' Estate ..
Kowloon Land Investment
\Vest Point Building

Ho'rEI,S
Hongkong Hot,f'l

STI~AMHH[PS-

Honglwng, Canton & Macao
ludc\-China, Prefel'l'ed .....

Do. Deferred
nou~la8 Stcamshin Co.
Sttlor~Ferl'Y .
Union 'rater "Boat Co.

:MlNlNf:-

t{a,nbs ...• . .

II



SECTION 3.-GENERAL HOLIDAYS.
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PUBLIC HOLIDAYS, 1920.
Extract from the Holidays Ordinance 1912.

MINUTES of a Special Extraordinary Gene1'al .il.feeting 'of :Alembers c;
the HONG KONG GENERAL OHAi\:1BER OF COMMERCE held in the.
()H.U:1BER OF COMMERCE Rom!, CHARTERED BANK BUILDING, OM

TU'fsday, 15th April, 1919 at 4- p.m. jor the pm'pose of considerin.v'
and, if thought desirable, passinv tlte fotloun'nv Resolution:-

The Chairman of the Chamber, the Hon. Mr. S . .R. DodwelI,
presided and was supportell by the following members of the Com
mittee :-The Hon. Mr. P. H. Holyoak, the Hon. Mr. D. Landale, and
Messrs. E. V. D. Parr, N. J. Stabb, a.B.E., C. S. Gubbay, A. O.
Cang, J. A. Plummer, and R. }{o,,;s Thomson with E. A. W. Williams
(Secretary). The following firms we,re l'epresented: -J. :WI. Alves and
Company (J. M. Alves) ; Arculli Bros. (E. el Arculli) ;
lhiatic Petroleum 00., Ltd. (N. L. vVatson and 'V. H. Bell);
HI'allIey & Co., Ltd. (jJ. A. .Fliummer); Butterfield &; Swire (R. Ross
Thomson); Canadian Pacific Ocean 8er,,~.:;es, Ltd. (.J. H. Wallace);:
Canton Insurance Office, Ltd. (D. G. 1\1. Bernard); China Sugar Refining
Co.! Ltd. (0. "V. Beswick); Oommercial Union Aswranca Co., Ltd. (G.
Vllmharton); Dodwell & 00.. Ltd.' (Hon. MI'. S. H. Dodwell); Donnelly'
'nd Whyte (D. E. Donnelly); Douglas S.S. 00. (H. P. White); Fire
lnsurance Association of Hongkong (D. K. Blair); \Valter Ford &. 00_
(j X. Batalha); Gibb, Livingston &t OD. (A. O. Lang and G. M. Lakin);
Uilman & Co., Ltd. (W. L. Pattenden); W. A. Hannibal & 00. (Jobn
Bobertson); Holland Ohina Twading Co. (A. \V. van Anelel); Hongkong'
and China Gas Co., Ltd., (G-. P. Cnrry); Hongkong Electric Co., Ltd.
(r'. Gmham); Hongkong Mercantile 00., Ltd. (R. H. Kotewall); Hong.
kong and Shanghai Banking Corporation (N. J. Stabb); Hongkong and!
Wharopoa Dock Co., Ltd. (R. M. Dyer); Jardine, Matheson & Co., Ltd.

(1--1 on, ..:.\'11'. David Landale); Java China Japan Lijn (J. Jonckheer); Lane..
Cll'awford & Co, (R. L. Bridger); Leigh and Orange CA. E. Griffin and VV.
L. Leask); Liverpool and London and Globe Insurance Co., Ltd. (J. de
D. Lancaster); W. R. J..Ioxley & Co. (B. Tennant); Mercantile Bank of
lndia, Ltd. (E. L. Sim); Mu&tard & 00. (J. H. Scott); Macdonald & 00.
(Donald Macdonald); Mr. G. O. Moxon; Nestle-Anglo Swiss Condensed
Milk Co. (A. G. Coppin); New Zealand Insurance Co., Ltd. (J. Stack
bouse); Peninsular and Oriental Steam Navigation Co. (E. V. D. Pam);
Hon. Mr. H. E. Pollook, K.C.; Reiss & -00. (Han. Mr. P. H. Holyoak);
~IPX Ross & Co. (D. K. Moss); J. M. da Rocba & 00. (J. M. da Rocha);
Hc:val Insurance Co., Ltd. (B. Tennant); E. D. Sassoon & Co. (C. S.
Gllbbay); David Sassoon & 00., Ltd. (E. Ezra); H. Skott & 00. (G. E.
\I' etton); De Sousa & 00. (E. V. M. R. de Souza); Standard Oil 00. of
Kew York (VV. B. Walker); Stewart Bros. (E. A. Ormiston); Uni.on
Trading Co. (S. M. Ohum and V. Banetto); Wilkinson and Grist (0. F..
1-1. Beavis); Harry Wicking & 00. (A. Forbes).

"That it is the de'Sill'c of the merchants' of Hongkong thai;.
this Oolony adopt the Daylight saving Syste:n to the extent of one
hour, from 1st May next until 30th September next, and that the'
Government be approached with a request to introduce, the system
by putting forward the clock one hour at 12 midnight un 30th
Apri1.':
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l\fondn,y, 2nd August.

Monel;,,)', 11 th Octllber.

Friday, 20th February.

1920.HOLIDAYS.

Thursday, 1st January.

Friday, 2nd April.Good Friday. _. .. . . . . . .. . .

., Saturday, 3rd April.The day followlIlg Good Fnday .. . .. . . . . . . . . . .

Mondn.Yl 5th Apnl.
Easter Monday ' .. . ......•........ 'I :Monday 24th IIIay .
\Vhit Monda\' and EmpJre Day '1 '

The Birthday of His l\h.jesty The Klllg, un-)
less it shall be ordered by the Governor, b.y 1 Thursday, 3rd June.
a.n order published in the G,lzette, that HIS r
MaJesty's Birthday is to lyOl kept on SOrne I
other day, and then, such other day J

The First Monday in A ugnst .. "' .

The Second Monday in October .

The Monday ,vhich fa"lls on 01' nearest to tilel 'Monday, 8th Xovember.
9th November. _ J

Christm!Ls Day, at' if th:l.t day should be :1} Saturchy, 25th December.
Sunday then the following dlty ...•.•....

The 26th day of December. or if that day)
should be a. Sunday then the following d~.y,)- Monday, 27th December.
unless Christma.s Day falls on a Sunda.y,
then the Tuesdlty fvllowing Christmas DayJ

. Co neil by notifi-Section VIII,-It shall b~ lawful for the Govern?r-m- aU eneml or as a
cation in the Gazette to appolllt iU~y day t~ be. obselVed a~a gmentioned in
Public Holiday in addition to or In substitutiOn r?~ any .. ~his Ordinance
Section 3 or in Section 4 aud thereupon the PdrO\IS\~nS or to apply to any
shall apply to such added or substitute~ day an S la cease
day for which another hilS been so SubstItuted.

Every Sunday , -' .

The 1st day o( Jannary, or if that day should l
be a SundllY then the following day J

Chinese New Year's Day, or if t.hltj, (lA.y should 1
be a Sunday then the folloWlrJg day. Pro- I
vided that if the Chinese hereafter adopt}
the Gregorian Calendar then the first two I
week days in Ja.lJultry . .... .. . J
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The Secretary having read the Notice convening the Meeting,
The CHAIRMAN said: -Gentlemen, the calling of this meeting was not

due to any sudden impulse on the part of your committee to thrust a
daylight saving scheme upon the Colony. rfhe matter was blrought up
cecause Shanghai adopted a daylight saving scheme to the extent of
advancing the clock ODe hour, commencing on the 12th of April last and
finishing on the 30th of September. Certain interests approached yoml'
ccmmittee to ask their opinion, stating that for some institutions, such
as the bankoS, it might be somewhat incl<)fivenient if there, was such a
large difference in time between here and Shanghai. Yow committee
felt that an opinion on such an important point could not possibly be
given without calling a full meeting of the Ohamber. Daylight saving,
In spite of serious opposition at first, is, I believe, now popular at Home
and in America, and ·1 believe, also, in India and other places. Perhaps,
therefore, it is as well that we should endeavour: to decide, once and fol!'
aU, whether it is worth while making any representation in this respect
to the Government of this Colony. The resolution before you is in no
\yay the outcome of the consiJered opinion of your committee. It is
merely a /l'eSlolution based on what has been adopted in Slul"nghai and
put forward as a basis for discussion. vVe had vocy short notice of
Shanghai's intention and as their change came int) force on the 12th
vf this month it seemed desirable that this meeting should be held at
the earliest possible moment. The draft of the resolution was, perhaps,
gomewhat hUl1I'iedly made out and I have heard some criticism of the use
of the word merchant. To those of you who are not merchants and do
riot look upon the use of the word as a compliment, I tender my apologies.
(Laughter). Although it may be desirable, for some reasons,
t,) have the same time here as in Shanghai I think it would
be a mistake to aJopt a similar measure if it does not suit .our
amount of day-light and sun-shine because we must bear in mind that in
any extra daylight we should get a good deal of it wot~IJ be ac~o~pani:d
with very hot sunshine. Shanghai would appear to thmk that It IS .qUIte
immaterial whether we are on the sume footing or not for the snnple
reason that they have not taken the trouble to consult UB, but t~is rna!
be due to the fact that they origmally intended only to alter thelf bUSI
ness hour,s and not their clocks. Th~rcfore, I suggest we should not
allow Shanghai's independence in this matter to warp our better judg
IT'cnt. As you are well aware the reasons for -.,.."hich the Daylight Saving
Bill was introduced at home were, firstly, to save artificial light, and.
secondly, tn give workers a longer period of recreation in the eyening.
The first -reason cannot be said to exist to any great extent out here.
it may possibly exist in some de:gree. The second reason, from our point
of view, is hy far the more important one. In fa.ct, I think it is the one
we- have mainly to consider in corning to a decision because out-doo-r
exercise and Irecreation, in a climate such as ours, are particularly
8ssential for the maintenance of fitne,ss and efficiency in work. During
the last few days I have carefully studied all the available data in the
Colony on this subject. I have listened to 1.be views of staunch adherents
of the scheme and also of those of bitter opponents, and at the risk of
appearing to sf't'k popula,rity by trying to plea1e both sides ~ must say
l have come to the conclusion that u. c(lmprorni.;e would SUlt us be:5t.
The extra hour of sum:hine fN' the summer months would undoubtedly
mean starting out in yery hot 'sun-shine for our recreation. An extra
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!Jour in tILe winter would be a great blessing but it would mean that we
should get up in the da.rk alid the docks and indusbries would haye to
st~.rt work. in the dark during too long :1 period. But I believe if we
splIt the' dIfference and made it half an hour all the year round it would
be four:d in prac~ice that this would work out vory well indeed. I have
beard It argued III the Oolony that we do not work by the clock that
we w?rk as the ships and jobs turn up. That ~s so even in th~ best
ol'galllsed concerns and mQre so, of course, in the badly organised ones.
If there are any. But I submit that the larger proportion of th~
J.::uropean population do pay some attention t·o the clock
and that a little longer evening daylight would benefit the
major.~ty, if not on all the days of the week, at any rate on most of
them. There would also be the advantage in the summer of getting
~,o the offi:e at an earlier, and consequently cooler pad of the day, while
III the wlllter months I a~sume that the extra. half hour would just
;mable workers to engage III some out-door recreation instead of ;re
qu~nting billiard rooms and bats and indulging in other indoor pastime:!,
\,,-]ucl"! I am Sl1/re would make for the well-being gener-ally of the Oolony.
(Laughter). In fact the only hardship I can find, from the point of yiew
of recreation if we adopt the scheme all the year round would fall on.
that little band of enthusiasts who run ponies, in the t~aining sef'.son
and _they, I think.•.chiefly consist o.f the much maligned taipan who ba~
no tnne sheet to SIgn when he arl'lves at the officel. There is one other
advantage which may not have occunred to you. In ordinary times when
cables are working norma.lly~Heaven knows, gentlemen. whether that
will ever come again-I rememb61r that cables dispatched in Hongkong
between 5 and 6 o'clock invariably arrived in our London office just tuo
late in the afternoon for them to be attended and replied to the same day.
The advance of the clock, even to the extent of half an hour, would be
,-e1'y useful in that respect. A study of the hours of sun-set and sun-rise
shows that in November the sun would rise, if you add 30 minutes ou
to UUl' present time, at 7.6 a.m., in Decembm at 7.25, in January at 7.36,
in February at 7.25 and in :LVIarch at 7.2. Those are the worst months of the
yeal'. OffiCIal day, dUI'ing the wal', commenced about twelve minutes
before sun-rise, so that I presume about twelve minutes before the times
I have mentioned thetre would be more or less day-light. Sunset in May,
adding 30 minutes, would be at 7.26 p.m., in June 7.38, in July 7.41 and
in August 7.2,5, so that dining at 8 o'clock in the longest. months of the
.rear would hardly be dining in daylight, in fact I do not think it would
be. In December sunset would be at 6.11 p.m' l in January at 6.29, in
February at 6.49 and in March at 7.3. If it is not dark until approxi~

mately 10 minutes after sunset I think these times confirm what I have
sn.id that the half an hour change would just enable out-door reareation
t1 be taken during these months. vVe approached the OhinMI"' Ohamber
of Commerce on the matter and they unanimously decided to support the
draft resolution whi.ch this meeting -.,vas called to consider. Personally,
while I think that a difference of one howl' hetween the tim81 here a,J:),d in
Shanghai might be inconvenient, I do not think haH an hour all round
would matter very much, and I am sure if the "Government adopted any
I'CCollllllendation -"YC might see fit to make that they would do thplr
ntmost to get the neighbouring ports to adopt a similar scheme. 'Ve
haw· -.,vl'itten to the Oanton British Chamber of Oommerce but so far
have had no reply. '"Veil, gentlemen, I do not propose to put 'forward
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the resolution which was advertised. I have another resolution to p.ut
before you, but if any member of the Ch~mb~r.or a?y m~mbt"·: ~If t:l:~
Committee-because the Committee are qUite dlvllded In thelir opmIOns--
'vauld like to propose the original resolution as advertised he has, of
course, perfect liberty to do so.

Mr. BEAVIS said that he was opposed both to the Ifesolution ,as
l,uvertised and to the proposals of the Ohairman and he asked for gUld·
&nce regarding the method of procedure he should adopt.

The OHAIRMAN-As no one wishes to propose tht: resalu tion as
advertised, I will propose my resolution:

{{ That it is the desire of the members of the Hongkong
General Chambe~ of Commerce in this Oolony to give a trial to
the Daylight Saving system to the extent of half an hour from 1st
May next to 30th April, ~920? and that the Government .~e

approached with a request to mtroduce the syste~ by puttJ. g
forward the clock half an hour at mid night on Apnl 30th n'2xt.

Hon. Mr. HOLYOAK-I rise to second,the tresolution which has been
9roposed by the Ohairman and in doing so I mus~ confess to a perfectly
~pen mind on the matter. I second the resolutIOn because, so far a8

my own thought upon the subject goes, I think it will be. to the general
benefit of the Oolony as a whole. It will be of benefit m .the summer
t,'me because during the hottest part of the year the o,ffices wIll kcommjedoce

h· k' . th mmon now e getl'eir wark at an earlier hour, and I t lU It IS e?o .' .t
or. all of us that the best \york is invariably done durmg the ~arher P:\l
of the day. When the cable system becomes normal.onc.e agam we s a
be able to do the important part of the work embodIed III the cables tet
fore the real heat of the day sets in and, af~er o.~ce.no~s ~~oa e:~.~i ~~r
cla ,although it may be perfectly true t at 1 WI e h
ex~~cise owing to the heat of the sun, we shall at any rat~ ce~~~J?t~o~se
~ost part the active opemtion of the brain under very: trymg 1 'n b~
S~ much for the summer. During the au~umn ~~ w~n~~r em~~l~ ~~ left
gained by the Oolony th.rough th;pf~~~ \:\~~o~:e~as;:es which, of
oren for. out-door exe,r~Ise as 0 ta~s and will mean more efficient wor~_
CGurse, wIll be good fOlf the offi~e.s d t that the Committee itself l~
The Ohairman has already exp ame 0 yodu. to force a resolution on

. 'd d thO 1bje"t '¥e have no eSlre .
clIVI e upon IS Sl ..... 'V _ _t tl fullest and freest diSCUSSIOn of
this meetmg. Far from It. . e wa.n le'

d
_d once and for all whether

t.he whole subject so that It may be decI t ' d if so to wh~t extent
it will be wise to make any change or. no , an , ,
For that pmrpose I.second the resolutIOn.

A PLEA FQR THE CHILDREN.

M BEAVIS said he opposed the resolution which had been put .t~
r. . r d t the summer months, for one speCIa

the meeting, so far as It app 1: 0ld robably be new to most of them.
reason. The reason, he tRough ,~ou f! I h had not considered it.
It had bee~ sugge.sted to him an prset:~u~:uld.ein his opinion, be pre
The alterat,lOn whIch had been suggde t' 1 t the comfOlft and con.
'. d' . I possibly 'to the health, an eel' am y 0]U ICla.
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enience, of the European children of this Oolony, He had three smtJlj
children himself so he was in a position to judge in this case: The sum
mer months bore very hardly on the children and·he thought; they would
all wish to avoid, as faT as possible, making: the time harder for them.
During the summer months the children's hours of exercise in the after.
noon were regulated by the sun's heat. The children went out for their
exercise in the afternoon as soon as the weather was cool enough to
allow them to do so and that hour was roughly about 4.45 p.m. or 5
o'clock. Children had to get to bed in order to get them- full night's
rest by 7 or 8 o'clock. It was difficult enough for them to get their
exercise, their evening meal, etc., finished by 7 or 8 o'clock as it was.
If they altered the time by an hour or even half an hour it would make
the task mwe difficult still. If the time was altered the household would
go by the clock and they could mot expect the children to remain an
hour longer in bed in the morning to make up for losing an hour at night
\vhen the members of the household were out a"nd about. He knew that
those members who had children would appreciate these points and he
trusted that all of them would give this matter consideu-ation. There
was another point which was perhaps not so important but it did con.
duce to the comfort of the children. The Ohildren derived a good deal
of amusement, and he imagined hea1thy recreation, from bathing parties.
The children went to those bathing picnics at the e31rliest convenient
hour and that hour was regulated by the heat of the sun. They returned
(,( their houses just in time for bed. Shanghai was in a slightly different
f·osition because the summer was a short Ol1e and a further consideration,
h(, fancied was that most of the people who had a say in the matt6\l' sent
their child'ren away from Shanghai during the hot season. He" did not
v'ish to move any amendment to ,the resohtion proposed. For the
\"easons he had given he was opposed to it.

Subsequently at the suggestion of the Ohairman, Mr. Beavis said
that he would mov~, as an amendment to the resolution, that the altera
tion of time should not be extended to the summer months.

Major Macdonald seconded the amendment. He pointed out that
:il~ the summ~ we had a very even day. Some of them might remember
that their clock was put forward 27 minutes in ord0r to bring them into
:zone time with Peking. When that was done they f~lt that they lost a
.certain amount of daylight in the morning. If they put forward the cl?ck
another hour they would seriously interf8ll'e with the busine~s of t~e
Colony. The working men would not start work in the morm.ng. whIle
it, was dark j they would simply sit down and wait about untIl It was
bright dayligJ1t.

The CHAIRMAN pointed out that if Major Macdonald was in favour
{)f Mr. Beavis' amendment his argument was wrong.. Mr. Beavis' amend
ment suggested that the clock might be put forward in the winter and
no~ in the summer.

NO CHANGE,

Major MACDONALD then remarked that he was against any altera.
tIOn at all and he moved as an amendment that the clock be not touched





[ 30 ]

of the Ohamber that-Mr: Parr be appointed to this position. l\'1r. ParT is
so well known to you that he needs no introduction. He ha:s been
resident in the Colony for a considerable number of yaMs, durmg the
whole of which time he has been connected with the shipping and g~nel'[u
~ommercial interests of the Colony. I confidently recom~end hIm .tn
yO'llr suffrages, being -assured that he will be found to ~e rrnbued With
many of the ideas of his pll'cdecessor, the late M.r. HeWItt, who for so
many years ably l'cpresented this Chamber. (Applause).

Mr. W. M. HUMPHREYS: I feel sure Mr. Parr has the ~onfi.dence of
the members of the Chamber and of the commercial commumty generally.

beg to second the noniin~tion.

Mr. .PARR: Mil'. Chairman and gentlemen, in o~erin~ IDyse.lf ":",S a,
candidate to r,epresent you on the LegIslative Councl1l whIle my fnend
Mr. Holyoak is at Home on leave, I am prepared to d~ my utmostt to
further in every possible way that I can, generally, the mterests of he
C<.1mmerce of this Uolony. I first came to Hong.kong twent'y-~hrree years
ago, and 8lnce that time I have been statIOned III Shangh~-ll Japan, an~
India and on each occasion of my return to Hongkongl I could no"
help being 'Impressed with tbe progress tba~ t?e Colony!s trade had m:ftc"
Its vast and evergrowing importance to ChlI~.a:l to the. world gene:

e
~r

and to the great commercial cham of the Bntish EmpIre. I am 0
, ., H k The late
the many who believe there IS a great future Lor ong o~g. .

Mr l:ie\Uitt whose good work for this Chamber Mr. Coppm very aptly
. ',. .. I h had the

;3ferred tal was, I know, vell'y strongly of th~t opmIOn. ave .
privilege ger.tlemen. of being on your CommIttee for some t~ree to fOUl

years no~v, <-tid in s·ee.king election to the Legislative ?oullClI I have no
ulterior mdtivcs. 1t is an honour I look upon as commg from you, and
1 will do anv best to voice yOUir wishes to that Body, for .the genc~·.:LI
~ood o'f the UColony. (Applause). I til) not pr?pose to detalI~ you \vlth
'~. long ~peechl but I should like to thank my fnend, Mr. C:0PPI~, ~nd my

! .' d Mr Humphreys for the trouble they have tn,ken III brmgmg my
nen.. , k I h th 1 f placna.me 'beft>re you. 'Vith these few remn,r s, ave e p easure 0 •

ing my services at YOUir dispDsai. (Applause).

th t · and carried unani-The proposition \Vas then put to c mee mg

mously.

The OHAIRMAN having intimated to Mr. Parr that he had been

elected:

Mr. P AR.R said: Gentlemen. I thank you very much for the. con·'
fidence you have placed in me. I~, ~s is no. doubt truC', the. credIt or
ot.herwise of a place is Irefled:ted III Its pubhc men I deem It a g~eat
privilege to be amongst that number now in Hongkong, which, I .thmk.
may be considered up to this time to have been very fortunate m the
cho~ice of its publie men. (Applause).

Mr. PARR received the congratulations of. tllOse present, and the

gathering dispersed.
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MINUTES of a General Meeting of Members of the HONG KONG GENERAL
CHAMBER OJ!' COMMERCE held in the OLD OHAMBER OF OOMMERCE

ROOM, CITY HALL, on Tuesday, 3rd February, 1920 at 5 p.m., when
the Commission Organizing the First Aerial Derby Around the:
Worldl consisting of Commodore Louis n. Beaumont, President.
Major Oharles J. Glidden, U.S ..A., P.R.G.S., Executive Sec'reta'ry,
and Mr. Benjamin Hillman, Treasurer, addressed tlie Meeting.

The Han. Mr. S. H. DODWELL, Onaurman of the Chamber, presided.
~nd amongst othe,rs present were: Sir Arthur Whitten Brown. Mr. N. J.
otabb, O.B.E., the Hon. Mr. John Johnstone, the Hon. Mr. E. V. D. Parr,
the Hon. Mr. H. E. Pollock, K.c., CommodoTe Gurnel\ R.N., Mr. R. Ross
TllOmson, Mi. J. \V. O. Bonnarl Mr. O. H. P. Hay, Mr. C. S. Gubbay,
Mr. J. Reid and My. Eo A. M. Williams.

The OHAIRMAN said: -I have much pleasure in introducing to you
to-night the Special Oommlssion organising the :rurst Aerial Derbv round
the world under the rules of the Federration Aeronautiaue Intern;tionale.
The object of the OQlmmission is to create a world-wide interest in
aeronautics with a view to exploiting without undue delay the nossibilities
of aerial transport in !felation to commerce and travel. Duri~g the war
the old adage that necessity is the fie.ther of invention was proved up
tt) the hilt, and extraordinarily rapid strides were mooc in the construc
tIon of aeroplanes and dirigib}e ailr-ships, chiefly, of course, for war
purposes. Now that hostilities have ceased there is a danger that intef
ILational effort and interest in this great question may Hlack off to some
extent. I think, theref.ore, that the heartiest welcome is due to the
Commission, who ane giving freely of theiJr time and of their money
towards an object which cannot but eventually prove of the greatest
benefit to mankind generally.-(Applause.)-He-ngkong as one of the
1r:.I'gest shipping ports in the world-the transhipping centre for the
South of Ohina.----must leave no' stone unturned in the endeavour to
enSll:.re that what she' is to those who go down to the sea in ships she
\'iill become to those who in the' future go up in the air in ships. There
may be difficulties in the way from the practical point of view, but i1
there arc it is up to us to do our utmost to surmount them and so ensure
that the' aerial services of the future throughout the South of Ohina
may Iradiate from this Colony. \Ve .re extremely fortunate to-night in
11a\"ing present with us not only the' commission, who are
dc\"oting their time and money t,o aerial development, but also
many representatives of the other side of the proposition-the
practical side-men who have fought our battles for us in the ·Lir. One
o~ them Sir Arthur Whitten Brown has kindly consented to add,l"ess the
meeting. He is too well-known to you all in his association with the
late gallant Sir John Allcock in their flight across the Atlantir: te need
ll.ny introduction from me.-(Applause.)-The Oommi.ssion ~0nsists at
Commodore Louis D. Beaumont (Pre,sident), Mr. Benjamin Hillman
(Treasure.r), and Major ehas. J. Glidden (Secretary). and I will new can
upon Commodore Beaumont to address the meetjng.-(App~ause.)
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GREAT FLIGHTS ORGANlSED IN AMERICA.

hif·
COMMODORE LOUIS D. BEAUMONT said ;-As President of the Special

~..1ornmission in charge of organizing the :Fil'st Aerial Derby Around the
World, it gives roe the pleasure to greet you in the name of the Aaro
Club of Amc'l'ica and the Aeria1 League of America, and to extend tc.
;you a hearty invitation to participate ill the important and epoch-making
work of opening the airways of the world. You will be glad to know
that your Colony holds the distinction of being 011 the new official wall
map of the world's aill'ways, prepared by the Aeronautic Maps Associa,.·
tioD of New York, which was prepared especially to show the possible
&irways and air routes in relation to the world traffic and commerce,
where aircrafts can solve difficult problems of transportation. The ono
great purpose of the Aerial Derby around the world is to open the world's
airways. It will be an historic event which will rank in importance with
the discovelfy of America by Columbus, the completion of the Panama
Canal and the marvellous flights across the Atlantic of Commander A.
C. Head, Sir J oha M...Alcock and Sir Arthur 'V. Brown, and the double
cruise across the Atlantic of the British dirigible, R.34. In inviting
you to pa.rticipate in organizing the impOIl'ta-nt First Aerial Derby around
the world we are bringing to you an opportunity to become closely can·
nected with the aeronautic movement as a whole, which, as you know, is
a. marvellous movement with tremendous possibilities. The aeronautic
movement is extending its usefulness to every branch of human endeav'
our and every petrson, young or old, man or woman, has much to give
and much to receive from it. 'rhrough the tremendous
strides fOl'ward of aeronautics there are wonderful possibilities for the
employment of ingenuity, genius and skill, and business opportunities
as great as were opened by the railroad, automobile and telegraph in·
dustries. And there are problems of engineering as huge as were solved
b;y Goethels and other builders; problems of transportation to be solved
h~' the application of aircraft as complex as ever have confronted
economists. 'fhe aviators and passengers who will participate in thiB
Aerial Derby around the world atre the forerunners of the millions who
will, in the years to come, travel by the permanent aerial transportation
hnes which are to come in the near future, sooner than we expect. And
the pioneell' countries which have assisted in organizing this event and
have established airports, will be the terminals of scores of air lines and
for hundreds of aircrafts which will come from every part of the world.
To-day your prurticipation in this event will give your Colony world-wide
prominence; in the near future it will bring aerial mail lines, and there
will be followed by aerial commerce and other important developments
which will be valuable assets. Few people could have foreseen or believ~
cd eight months ago that over 1,000 individuals in the United States alone
would pUirchase aeroplanes ranging in price from $3,500 to ~25,OOO each,
to use for sport, pleasure and transportation. :But such is the case and
tne canvass taken among the 10,000 members of the Aero Club of
America and the Aerial League of America shows that we may expect
by next spring that thousands of people will order planes to use for
pleaswre, sport and transportation. Over fifty aerinl transportation. line!
have been established or are being established and hundreds wIll no
doubt he organized in the coming twelve months. The Aero Olub of
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America and the Aerial League of America areevents: _ organizing the following

1.-The Aerial Derby A round th W 'id b . .
auspices of the !Aero Olub of A .. e dO' h' elJ~g orgamzed under the

. h merlca. an t e AeO:Ial League of A .
WIt the assistance of the forty aero .:::lubs affiliated with the Aer:e~~:~

of Ameri~a in the United States for which efforts
secure prIzes amounting to $1,000,000. are being made to

2.-An Aerial Derby Across th A, .:. C' . .
:g~:~zed;: the.rAeria.1 League of Am:rica::~c~;to b:t~'~:l~t n~~tb;~~:
. . y. e prIzes ale expected to amount to $100 000 d th
~ to b~ an international. one and open to aviators holding ~nel piloet ~::~~

l
cate Is~ued by the natIOnal aero clubs of the wOl'ld affiliated 'th th
uternatlOnal Aeronautic Federation. WI e

3.-A prize of $25,000 has been offered by Mr. RayulOnd Orteig a
member of the Aero Club of America, for the first flight made from N'ew
York to Paris.

. 4.~Thel'e are half a uozen additional contests proposed with prize
~n~ll~l 'bromf $5,000. to $25,000 being organized uuder the a.u;piceli of th:
. elo u 0 AmerIca and the Ael'ial League of America.

. All these events and other events taking place in different COllIl tries
~'le held un?er,.the rules. of the International Aeronautic Federation which
1:; ur: orgamzatIOn ~ounded in 1905 ,:nd is composed of the national dub~

of dl.fferent countrIes and makes all the regulations [01' contests and
.portmg events.

AERIAL POST IN AMERICA.

'I The Office of Information. Post Office Depaftrnent, 'Washington.
O:C., on December 2nd, communIcated the following :-All load carrying
ft,Jr~lane recor~s were broken to-day when a twin motor De Havilland
fem: plane de~ised by and manufactured for the Post Office Department
covered the distance between the air mail field at ¥lashington and that
at. Belmont ~ark, Ne:v York, a distance of 218 miles in one hour and
Unrty-four mmutes With a mail load of nearly 30,000 letters weighing
6~O .?ounds. The speed was a.t the rate of 138 miles pel' hour. The best
plevlOUS .recOlrd was on September 19th when a single motor De Havi
land car~ied 300 pounds of mail from Washington to New York at a speed
()f 123 mIles per hour and thel third hest record was on October 1st when
1\Curtis.s plane canried 348 pounds of mail from New York tQ Washington
Roll a speed of U8 miles per hour.

<?ur mission should, and I am sure will, stimulate aviation in all
~~untnes, .as much enthusiasm is shown everywhere. We hope to draw

c countl'lCS of the world into closer communication and association with
anc another and a possibility of wOlrld experience in the horror of four
~r fiy; ~'cars ,)f the recent war, will not again he probable. To contrJl
he all' IS a grand sign of pence.
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THE PLAE OF THE DERBY.

Major CHARLES J. GLIDDEN, the Executive Secretary, made the
following statement of the general plan of the Derby:-

The first Aerial Derby around the world will be in the nature of, a
touring contest in which any person may participate. ~hey may use b.oth
aeroplanes and dirigibles tor air travel and are perml~ted to use ShlP~,
railways, automobiles and other means of transport~tlOn. to ma~e con
nections between countries, but the fastest average alI mIleage wms the

master prizes.

The period of time allotted for the journey will not he less than
51X months and the zone of travel will be between sixty north latitude
and fi£teen south latitude. Contestants living QutGide the zone may fly
by any route into \the zone and continue on their jo~rney. within the
prescibed limits. The contestant may con::.ume the entIre t~~e allotted
to make the trip and fly or engage passage for flight undel~ condItions a61'ee
able to aerial travel. That is he may fly from one P~lllt t.o a~lOther. on
one day, continuing at his pleasure o~ to the ne:-:t pomt hIS tl~t" bemg
officially taken by referees at the pomt of startll~g a~d stoppmg. The
conte.stant will be undell' the absolute control and dlrectlOn of the refere~s
appointed, who must be citizens (nativ.e preferred) of the country m
which the contestant is travelling. It will not be necessary .for ~h~ con
testant to own an aeroplane, flying boat or dirigible, .as he I~ pnvIleged
tu engage passage in any aircraft available, and. it 18 hoped the Co~·
mission may be able to anange aerial transportatiOn acrosS the AtlantH'
and Pacific Oceans whereby several contestants may go tvgether. T.ho
object of the Commission is to create a wor1~-wide interest in .aeronautics
and air travel, the building of safe landmg fields and aIrports, the
establishing of controls and appointment of referees ~o ?heck contestant~
in and out and to collect data to enable the est:1bhshmg of permanen~

aeriat~ lines throughout the world.

The Commission requests all commercial bodies to co-?perate wi.th
the Aero Associations of their City, State or Country (and If .none ex:st.
to organize an association) and to make an entry in the FIrst ~eJ?aJ
Derby -,--\!round The World, and to be foremost to push forward aVIatIOn
so that aerial lines may be speedily established to all parts of the world.
The Oommission travelled 7,300 miles in the United States f~om the
Atlantic to the Pacific, stopping at 24 large cities, and ad~re;;;smg ov.ell'"
t.en thousand members of Chambers of Commerce and busmess aSSOCIa
tions. Delegations from other chambers came as far as 1,000 miles to
'ineet the Commission. The Press of the entire country co-operated by
giving much space to the work of the Commis:::ioD: illustrated by' phot~
gl aphs. Officers stationed at Army and N aval stat~ons ren~ered valuablf'
.ltervice to the Oommission, accompanied by expressIOns,tendmg to encour.
«.<:Fement and inspiration. The Ministers of State, Army, Navy, Gov
e~nors and Governor-Gcne'rals, prominent business and profes:ional m.en
have received the Commission and endorsed their work in all countr~es
visited to date namely: -Japan Korea, China, Philippines, the Colomes
ot" Macao and' Hongkong. The' Press thifoughollt have given unlimited
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space locally and editorially to the work of the Commission, and through
this medium millions have had their attention called to the object of the
Commission's visitation. The notices of progress made by the Commis
SIOn have been, and arc being, sent for distribution to twenty thousand
papers throughout the world, over thirty thousand words having been
forwarded to date, and the Oommission have over forty countries yet to
visit or to receive communications from, in all of which a Commissioner
will be appointed with whom contestant.s or pilots of Mrcraft in thEi
future may communicate for instruction and guidance when flying over
it foreign colony and country. A high compliment was paid to Comma'
dore Bea~mont, the organ~zer an~ leading spirit of the proposed Derby,
by the Directoll' of the Air SerVICe of Japan who said; "Commodore
Perry opened the door of Japan to the World. Commodore Beaumonll
has opened the door of Japan to aviation. I, .

WHAT THE AERIAL DERBY MEANS.

While the OommIssion IS organizing the First Aerial Derby Around
the ·World the aviators of Great Britain have flown from London to
A~stralia and British aviators are flying London to Cape Town; the
aVIators of Italy are flying from Rome to Tokyo; and the aviators of
France are flying from Paris to Saigon. A regularr mail service by the
air route has been established between London and Delhi. A complete
l'oute has been cha,rted from Cairo to Cape Town, and the CommissioJ)
h~s completed its charting of three routes around the wolrld, the minimum
dIstance being 22,207 miles. <lOrientia," the Goddess of Oriental Pro·
gress, from the highest peak in the Himalayas, \ya,ves her wand over all
Asia and Islands of Nle Pacific and ,say;s': "Can ye not discern the signs
of the times." The little Filipino with his bright sparkling eye, says:
"Give me 8J chance a.nd I will fly." His Excellency the, Governor of the
Philippines says: "We will educate two men for the contest, and I will
l.·ec?r.nmend a general aerhl serv~ce for the three thousand islands of the
arclllpelago." General Aguinaldo, the famous Filipino who in the ea.rly
days causeu Uncle Sam considerable annoyance, to say the least as he
lay on his cot in the General Hospital at Manila, said; "Can w'e have
Gnly two Filipinos in the contest," and when told" Yes, the more con~

tcstants the bettetr n a smile went over his face and he said: "The com·
rr:crcial use of aircraft will open up the Philippine country one hundred
ttmes fa.ster than it ig pos::-ible to do it by any other method." Hon. W.
[1. EustIS, formerly Mayor of Minneapolis, Minn, said: "For thou build.
cst better than thou knowest. For the mission means the establishment
~~f, pe1rmanent peace. n M~rq.uis Okuma, formerly Premier of Japan, said:
,.£he success of your miSSlOD rneans perpetual peace to the world."

V~sc?unt. Kaneko, His Majesty's Privy Oouncillor, said: "The Oorn.
mISSIOn IS sowing the seed of international friendship upon the entire
\;orld" .and "You are doing a. nobl81 magnanimous work." Baron
tiakat.au\ formerly Ministelr of Finance: .. I know America. well and that
~n~~nca IS great in many ~hings, but the organization of the First. Aerial

e. y Around the "rarId IS "the greatest of all things as it will bring: the
PEeoples of aU lands closer together and make for perpetual peace." 'Mr

W Fra Cb .. .
.< "fh' zer, mml.SSlOnCl' of the Derhy for Japan and Korea said'
'd .e true dove of peace is the Aeroplane." Dr, John C, Fe;gusoo.:
d VIsor to t.he President of China, and Commissioner ior the Derby for
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(jhina, in accepting the position as Oommissioner, said: a This is the
most important position I have ever held." After consultation with
many of the leading statesmen of Japan, Government Officials, Military
and Oivilian, the Commission sent the following cable to the President of
the clubs in New York: H Universal co-operation assured Jl; and from
Ohina: "Hemrtily endorsed" j from the Philippines:. "Wonderful
reception 11; from Korea: <i Approved.' From the little Portuguese
Uolony : " Aerial Service organized." I read in the issue of the Daily
Press, published in your Oity, on January 30th. a two-column report on
the Impelt'ial Air Routes, the White Paper of the Advisory Oommittee on
Civil Aviation of Great Gritain, the strongest article and recommenda
tions for aviation ever published. And whab message has Britain'~~
great Colony in the Orient, Hongkong, to give the Oommission to send
around the world to assist in the advancement of aviation 1

PROGRESS OF AVIATION IN THE STATES.

Mr. BENJAMIN H!l:LLMAN said :-Flying for sportt, pleasure and
transportation i~ developing by leaps and bounds in the United States.
The following data were gathered by our Oommission during Our visit to
twenty cities on QUI' way to San Francisco. We found that in one section
of the United States alone, since June this year, there had be.en sold
I 000 aeroplanes. 'lhese planes alre all used for passenger-carrymg and
t;ar.sportation, and everywhere the Commission was told that people
ready to buy aeroplanes were held back by inability on the part of IIl~nu

facturers to make prompt deliveries and supply largelr aero~lanes eqUlpp.
eu with several motors to use for long distance tra·nsportatlOn and flymg
boats to use. on waterways. Aeroplane dea-lels in various. cities ~tated

that they could have sold ten times as many :l.eroplanes thIS year If the
manufacturers had be(>u able to supply them. In some places large
r.utomobile dealers have taken up the aeroplane lmsiness and state their
readiness to place' orde,r for 100 machines of each 1.ype next year. One
dealer who be.ught one hundred aeroplanes last yeaJr in. June, sold them
nIl within sixty riays and then bought forty more \~hlC~l he sold,. and
f',ould dispose of two hundred more if he could get del~ver16s. A ChlCa:go
dealer sold $750,OClO worth of air-craft parts and suppheE. ,!,he extenSIve
nse of planes fo~ transportation, surveymg, passenger-carrym~and other
useful purposes in the middle and north-west was a revelatIon even tc
the aeronautic authorities in the party, who, for the past ten years, as
leaders of the a,erollautic movement, have at times been co~sidered ov.er
optimistic. We know that when the Atlantic City AeronautIC ConventIon
fitaD'ted in May, all the aeroplanes were owned by th.e ~rmy and. Navy,
and it t'Jok several months for the inanufacturers to hqu~date theIr Go\'
t.rnment orders and secure release of aeroplanes for pl'lvate use. Now
that the restrictions are removed a great aeronautic boom has started
~"hich has practically no limit, except. a poss~ble failure on the part. of
lIlanufackrers to produce suitable alrcraft III large enough qua~t~ty.

C eat Britain has some of the best air ports in the 'Vorld. In ?eCl·dmg
tit: size of a landing field for Yand aeroplanes it is well .to conSIder the
size requited by the largest aeroplane to.-~ay. ~ fiel~ wIth?, runway of
],500 feet in th.~ direction of the prevalhng wmds. IS suffiCIent fm the
a.verage two large paseenger-carrying aeroplanes .hk.e th~ 20-passenger
Lawson Aerial Pullman which recently flew from CmcmnatI to New York
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and from New York to Ohicago. This pIa.ne, like the large Handley
Page, Caproni and Farman passenger-carrying planes, can land on a field
of less than 2,000 feet runway, ·but it is a risky practiCe. The field should
afford a runway of 3,000 feet in the direction of the preva-iling winds.
You will never /regret having made allowances for large planes. You wilJ
find them landing 'On your field as soon as you have the field, and per
manent ma,il and transportation air lines will be running from your Oity
tu other cities. And seaplanes will land at YOlli' airports. The British
dirigible R-34 e3,me to the United States on the invitation of the Aero
Club of America because we secured a good airport for it. This dirigible
is to be f()llowed by dirlgibles many times larger, one being under con
struction, which has ten million cubic feet h.ydrogen capacity and will rift
303 tons, of which 100 tons will be cal go, and will be capable of navlgating
the air fair 25 days or 36,000 miles without stopping, at a speed of 60
miles an hour, reducing the time from London to Hongkong to about 5
days.

FROM HONGKONG TO LONDOX.

Sir ARTHUR ·WHITTEN BROWN said that, after listening to the
Commission for all round the world Derb.y, he was sure he felt that the
next best thing to do would be to rush off and start the air service right.
away and take a passage to London in five da,Ys. Certainly the time was.
('oming when that could be done. He was as enthusiastic as possible,
but where transport WHS concerned he did not. tlJink that it was a thing
to be rushed. They could start a line. Transport lines 'would be started,
but onlv where theil'e was a sufficient volume of traffic to show a return
on the ~enormous ca.pital whic-h must 17e invested. Now, to ;run a line
fil'om Hongkong to London, the invested capital to carryon an aerial
service would not be less than about £2,000,000 io £2,500,000, and to show
(1, return on that capital the pass.'~ge charged pet' passenger would be
approximately from £]50. to £200. Mails would be carried at from 6d. to 9d.
an ounce. The machines to carryon such it ~ervice would have to take
a minimum lead of 15 tons. That was as fall' as :l. small airship-was con
cf'l'ned, but the airships would be la,rgel' in the future. 'Would there be
15 tons passengers a week to be carried hetween Hongkong and London 1
If there v,rere, then such a servlce woulJ. be carried on. If th€lre were
not, then there was no hope wllatever of having such a service. At the
pJ'esent moment Great Britain had ael'oplatles for short distance and
high speed. wotrk and dirigibles fol' long distance and moderate speed
work. Dnnng the last great railway strike dirigibles were used for the
carrying of maih and aeroplanes for passengers. Here in Hongkong they
had pll'actically no ground available for an aCl'odl·ome, and in the Ne,,~
rrerritories it would be an expensive business to provide an aerodrome
snitabJe for big machines. One of the speakers had just told them that
n 1.500 feet run would be needed for a large machine. He knew of a big
~1andley-Pagemachine which had to struggle along for half a mile before
It got going. Wlth a smallen' machine 500 to 600 feet of a clear run was
a.bsolutely necessary_and more than that, if possible, to allow opportuni_
~Ies for pulling, etc. So that here they would be confined to the fhing

oat.. They were constructing now for the Government two l;rge
madlIn.es of 5,000 horsepow~r and 240 feet span which would not require
n landIng ground but merely a tower' stand.ing at a height sufficient for
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an airship, to swing round. and get clear of any building. That would
suffice as a landing stage. For landing purposes a special pier could be
erected near the town, whereas for aeroplanes an aerodrome would have
tc be built some distance <lway from town. Of coulrse a floating boat
must go near the wharf, so that whilst there was the greatest possible
future for air transport and whilst air transport showed gu'cat advantagcR
ovt,1J' every other means of transport, he asked them to exercise caution
in approaching the subject. They must remember that it was always a
question whether any line instituted was going to have the necessary
number of passengers after the pleasure~seekers had finished with it.
The idea of a race round the world was excellent, but unfortunately
ii he might driticise it-it had been made a race for individuals with
abundance of money, and the prize mentioned, G. $50,000, would not
cover the expense of carrying out that flight. The race would have to be
won by someone who was in a position to spend more money than the
prize or one who had financial backing. If a man had £100,000 at his
disposal he could start in two minutes with a dirigible which could be
constructed in England and which would cover the world with not more

. than three stops. If it were not for the expense he would have liked to
,ompete himsell.- (Applause.)

AVIA1'ION CLUB IN HONGKONG.

The CHAIRMAN then said :-\Ve have all listened with deep interest
to the instructive words spoken by the commIssIon and S~r
Arthur Brown, and on behalf of the Chamber of Oommerce I
would like to express our thanks to them for addressing us to~night. I
think however that our thanks should take (\, more cone'rete form-a form
mol'C likely to appeal to them in that they will feel that their efforts havo
'been l'ewarded. ·Whatever views you held before this meeting, I feel
sure now that you are convinced we ought to take some practical step,
E,S it were, to place oursehes on the map aeronautically, and I am
;ccJUsequer..tly going to propose a resolution committing us to th'3 opinion.
that an avia.tion club shoull! be formed as soon as possible in the Oolony.
_(...'\pplause.)-The Chamber of Commerce can, of course do a great deal
towards the encouragement of aviation, but I am sure that somebody
with practical expell'ience in flying on the Committee' would be able to
co-operate with the Chamber of Commerce, giving advice and assistance
and also co-operate with the Government in any aerial transport question
which affected the interests of the Colony. I, therefore, beg to

propose:-

"That in the opmlOn of this Meeting an Aviation Club be
formed in Hongkong having fOil' its object the encouragement and
l-';nanSlOn of commercial aviation in general, a·od its application to
this port in particular./-(Applause.)

The Hon. Mr. E. V. D. Parr, in seconding, said: I quite agree
with the remarks our Chairman has made and our thanks are due to the
gentlemen who so kindly: came here to-night to speak on this most
interesting subject of aeronautics, which, I think, has vast possibilities
in the future. Nothing has been said about the possibilities of opening
up China and helping her by aeronautics. I believe it is one of those
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I" h "~ I~n~~ t :t w~ll help China to open up, not onl.y for her own benefit b'lt
01 e ene t of the warld, and the results mu t b f h'

(Applause.) s e ar-reac mg.-

The resolution was ea·rried unanimously.

SIR A. W. BROWN'S LECTURE AT THE HOXGKONG UNIVERSITY.

. Sir Arthur Whitten Br,own who took ·t· h
flIght, delivered an interesting le~tur d r pal .I~ t e n~n-st?p AtlantiC'

~:~ ~:e~~k~:~e~~:::~S:Z;eY~~~e:e~:~r~~;~r~FIgn~~~;:~:r:~~t~~:;il~d~i~et~~en s.

The CHAIRMAN, in introducing the di t' . h
was proud to claim. that the 1 t s IngnI~ ed lecturer, said he

h
" 1 ec urer was not merely of th 1
Iillse f but was a fellow townsman of hi. TI ' e same c an as

chester, and for many years work d . s 1.e lectureil' went to Man·
wal' broke out the lecturer joined t~e ~:r ;nOl~nglUeer. In 1914 when the
and successful career on the W t f cel' and after a very thrillinges ern ront lad th . f t
~ade a priso~e1r of war as a result of his machine w~ic~I~v~r ~lD.e to be

cl'many, beIng shot down After tw . ,,' .' .s ymg over
hands of the Germans he 'was re ab~~eals mIse:able. ~xlstence in the
not being killed he took furthet' rIsks in e~, . a,n.~ Ius SPII'lt of adventure
he undertook the extraordinar f t f l? ,HI, and ealYly last summer
in a non-stop flight for the firs[ timeae o( AflYllng ov)er the Atlantic Ocean

.- .'"l.pp allse.

Sir A. WHl'fTEN BROWN who ,\ a' Tl' t J .
no doubt they all knew that th . g ee e WIth applause, said that

J ele was a prIze offered b L d NJ I .
t Ie owner of the Da~ly jJ{ l d tl . j' or .r ort lClIffe,
twe th C· at an 0 leI papers, for a nonstop fl' ht b
com~~te: ato~t~~:~; ~~m11::1'1fcahan:I thed B11tH,h Isles, the fhghIr to bee
looms an Without a t Th h
, l:-;t,mce over the Atlantic was b t N f sop. e S ortesr
that was 1,680 nautical miles or ~ ~~erandew oundland LInd I~'eland, and
tI'ey carried there was suffiCIent ~e'lO"ht fo ,~ilesf iVIth

the mstrument:,
d 2,350 miles. That gave the .:::J I 1e ue to cover a distance
necessary as th had ill all excess of 350 mIles, and this was

for head wmds,e;vhlCh ~o:l~k~n~~~:~~lt~~:"~~~lt:~c:nd~o ~ake ,allowance

::~~e~eJor~~ miles an hour ~vere met on the ocea~ an~n t~e;o~~datto t~~
East It :as :~~~~htA~e~~e ,~m~ a~ ~he s~ason ,'ms blowing from 'Vest to
than the other wa er 0 -:: I om ~ ewfonndland to England rather
\\,IS built by VIcke~~ TI~. ma~lllne. m winch t!~e flight was undertaken,
guns but d l' th l a 1m whICh not only b1ll1t warships and machIne
',\ as a Vim u ~ng. e war, thousands of aeroplanes. The mac1I1ne used
Royce en y, bIplane, 60 feet span, 48 feet in length with two Roll,,

or the Dl:~~e:ndJ~~~t~~c~~l'eI' ~ext g~ve mlll~lte details of the machinel~y
at a speed of 90'1 hat t ere \\ u.s suffiCIent fuel to bst for 25 hour!l
.. illI es an our After trIal flIghts E 1 d I
A as taken to pieces and pa-ck d d h m ng an tIe machllll'
left for Newfoundla d 'I e 'han WIt a ptaff of mechanics the part,·
,ttronnd to build n dW I~re t e.y fUllllU that there was no suitabl~

an aero rome The part of Ne f dl d\\ ('re was very <;:imj] t F!' k W oun an on which they
flat land. They~ ~r dO ong ong and had many hills and very little
dlfficulty rnanag::~~Ir;ur:~~:as~500fjfe

l
e
d
t ofhl~vcl ground, and after some

e ve e s w lCh W0re converted into an



[ 40 ]

af'rodrome. They had no covering fall" the machine except a tarpaulin
and as there was rain at the time they were rather nervous about tLe
magnetos. The machine was completed on the 11th. of June, and they
ntad~ their first trial trip the same day. 'fhe most important thing far
the Journey, of course, was the equipment and means for navigation. In
tlonnection with navigation they had wireless telegraphy fitted on the
plane for the purposes of fir..ding out the direction. Secondly they made
obsell'vations of the sun and the stars, and, thirdly, in conjunction with
the other two, they had a syst<'3~ at d.ead reckoning. When about to
:;tart the rec~iving apparatus was found to be useless, and they determin
ed not to use it. They had to make allowance for the wind' that is to. '
say, If an aeroplane was travelling at lOt} miles an hour and there. was
a pressure against it of 40 miles, they would be ()DIy t1ravelling at the
rate of sixty miles an hour, and ,they would have to make up the lost
speed by increasing it·. "When an aeroplane was travelling at 150 miles
an hour it was difficult for the observer to find out the directions, because
observations by the sun and star3 usually took 25 minutes to make up
d,nd then the plane would be 50 dr 60 miles away from the point where
t·he observations commenced. The direction was also taken by means
of the cQmpass, the speed by the peto-tabe and the height by the
barometer. The second trial was made on June 12th., and they wanted,
if possible, to start on June 13th. They were not able to do that, how
ever, because they found that the petrol filters, which purified the supply
of petrol to thO' engines, were becoming choked with some curious deposit,
which was discoveced to be a sort of sulphur: They determined to
obtain pure petrol a.nd as a result could not start till June 14th.
Allcock and himself turned out at the aerodrome early in the morning
ready to start bUD found the weather so bad, with a wind running at 40
knots an hOulr, that Lhey had to give up the idea. At noon the same day,
'however, they decided to start on the journey. T.h,~ir food consisted of
hot coffee in Thermos flasks, sand,viches and choco~ates. They also
had emergency food in the shape of malted milk and compressed food.
They started at 4.12 p.m. Greenwich time. The wind was blowing strong~

1y, and Allcock had a big problem to face in order to get the machine
into the air. It was Ireally a super-human piece of piloting. Allcock'
was one of the finest pilots England ever had. They started all right,
\.vent up to a height of 800 feet, und then turned in the direction of St.
.John's. They crossed the coa.~t '.and at 4.:;8 p.m., and the lecturer obtain
ed ~!'lfficient data to ascertain what speed they were going at. They had
not left the coast for ten minutes when they encountered a bad fog below
.and a cloud above. The cloud prevented them from making solar obser.
vations and the fog below prevented them from seeing the ocean, therebl
making it difficult to discover the direction in which they were steering.
They climbed up still higher very slowly for fear of straining the engines,
and after going up to a height of 1,500 feet the wi:reles~ went out 01
,order, cutting off communication with all the stations. An hour after
that the inner exhaust pipe burst, and thl~ flames were continually play
ing over the cross-wires making it red hot.. Fortunately the \vires did not
give way. At 8.30 a.m., they passed through the low:el' cloud, only to
fmd a second cloud 7,000 feet high. The're was, lJo\\'ever, a glimpse of the
sun and they were able to find out the direction III which they were flying.
After flying for some distance, they ran into a thick cloud at 3 p.m. and
a,s a result their' senses became somewhat confused. The aeroplane corn-
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menced to swing 3lround and developed a spin, and by means of the
bal'ometer they discovered that the.y were only 3:'::0 feet aboye, the ocean.
Allcock managed to right the aeroplane just about 50 feet above the
water, and then· they commenced climbmg up again and reached a height
of 11,000 feet only to find another cloud which stretched from 300 feet
Rbove the water to 11,000 feet. They gave up trying to get out of that
cloud, and, continuing a straight course, managed after an hour's flight
to reach the' Coast of Ireland. They wanted to land at GaJwa~· where
t.1Iore w<;Ls an aero~rome, but when they reached Clifton, where there
~vas a WIreless statIOn, they found the clouds extremely low. As on leav
ing Cli~ton they had to negotiate a hilly country they decided to land
th.ere, lll~tead of proceeding to Galway. Unfortunately the field they
~~hghted In turned out to be an Irish bog and the machine was tilted.
There might have been a crash if the front part of the fusilage was not
made of steel. The people at the wireless station helped them and they
managed to get off and telegraph their safe arrival.--{Applause).

Dr. G. P. JORDAN, in proposing a vote of thanks to the lccturel'
stated that he thought they were extremely fortunate to have had first:
hand information of the marvellous feat that had been performed.
(Applause).-In a very few words, Sir Arthur Brown had drawn a picture
which would rema.in in their mind for all time,s. Such e'''ents (LSI dle
Atlantic flight had made the history of the world.

•
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JflNUTES of the Aluwal General Meeting of the HO)lGKONG GENERAL

CHAMBER OF COMMERCE held in the OHAMBER OF COMMERCE ROOM,

OlIARTERED BANK BUILDING on Monday, 29th March, 192U, fol' the
pUTpose of receit'1:nfj the report of the COJlllllittee ({Ild pax.~ifl!l the
Secretary's Accounts far the yeal' ended 31st Dt:cemuer lDIU.

The Hon. Mr. E. V. D. Parr, Vice-Chairman, presided
a.n.d there also present the Hon. Mr. P. H. Holyoak, the Hon. Mr. N. J.
Staab, the Hon. Mr. John Johnstone, Messrs. R. Ross Thomson J. A.
Plummer, C. H. P. Hay, J. 'V. C. Bonnar, C. S. Gubbay (Com~ittee),
with E. A. M. Vlilliams (Searet.:"lry), and Messrs. J. M. Alves (Messrs.
J. M. Alves & 00.), B. Monteith Webb (Messrs. Arnhold Bros. & 00..
Ltd.), Lindsay Wood (Messrs. Banker & Co.), L. Berindoague (Messrs:
Banque de l'Indo Ohine), J. A. Plummer (Messrs. Bradley & Co., Ltd.),
R.. Ross Thomson (Messrs. Butterfield and Swire), R. B. Cooper ("Messrs.
Uawasjee F"allanjee & Co.), J. L. Cro~katt (Messrs. Chartered Bank of
India, A. & China), B. W. Tape (Messrs China. Mutual Life Insurance
Co., Ltd.), G. 111. Shaw (Messrs. Ohina Sugar Refining 00., Ltd.), G. H.
~ahott (Messrs. Commercial Union Assurance Co., Ltd.), R. Rodenfuser
(Compagnie des Messageries Maritimes), G. M. Dodwell (Messrs. DodwelJ
and 00., Ltd.), L. M. Whyte (Messrs. Donneny and Whyte), G.
W. Barton (Douglas S. S. Co., Ltd.), T. W. Hill (Messrs. Eastern
Asbestos Co.), C. Bond (Messrs. Gande Price & 00., Ltd.). J. W. O.
Honnar and A. O. Lang (Messrs. Gibb, Livingston & Co.), W. A. Hannibal
(Messrs. ,V. A. Ha';nnibal & Co.), J. Arnold (Messrs. Hongk'ong, Canton
<lInd Macao Stea,roboat Co., Ltd.), F. Graham (Messrs. Hongkong Electric
(J~., Ltd.), L. N. Leefe (Messrs. Hongkong Fire Insurance Co., Ltd.), S.
\\'. Ho (Messrs. Hongkong Mercantile Co., Ltd.), N. J. Stabb (Messrs.
Hongkong and Shanghai Banking Corporation), W. E. Roberts (Messrs.
Hongkong Tramway Co., Ltd.), A. de Sousa (Messrs. Hongkong Import
and China Produce Export Co.) T. F. Hough (Messrs. Hughes and
Hough), H. D. Hutchison (Messrs. Hogg, Karanjia & Co., Ltd.), Johu
Johnstone (Messrs. Jardine, -Matheson & 00., Ltd.), D. K. Blair
(Marine Insurance Association :of Hongkong), O. L. Sandes (MesSifs. Mer
cantile Bank of India, Ltd.), W. Joseph (Messrs. J. R. Michael & 00.), G.
C. Moxon, A. G. Coppin (Messrs. Nestle and Anglo Swiss Condensed
Milk Co.), J. W. Stackhouse (Messrs. New Zealand Insuranc.e 00., Ltd.),
H. P. Smith (Messrs. Percy Smith, Seth and Fleming), P. II. Holyoak
(llressrs. Reiss & 00.). J. M. da Rocha (Messrs. J. M. da Rocha & 00.),
C. H. W. Kew (Messrs. RUdolf Wolff & Kew, Ltd.), A. G. da Rocha, O.
8. Gubbay (Messrs. E. D. Sassoon & 00.), G. E. Wetton (Messrs. II.
Skott & 00.), H. Stephens (Messrs. H. Stephens & Co.), F. P. TaInti, S.
M. Ohurn (Messrs. Union Trading Co.), C. H. P. Hay (Messrs. Union
[ns.urance Society of Canton, Ltd.), W. C. Shiner (Messrs.1 United
Asbestos Oriental Agency, Ltd.), P. A. Xavier (Messrs. P. A. Xavier &
Go.) S. Leung (Messrs. Yuen Hop Hong) and W. Dunbar.

The OHAIRMAN said :-Gentlemen,-The report and accounts have
been in your hands for some days and we will, with your permission
adopt the usual course and take them as read. It will be observed that
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the correspondence during the year hal:' again been exceptionally heavy,
~nd I will now refer to those questions which appear to deserve special
mention as briefly as possible.

THE CABLE DELAYS.

Telegraphic delay has been the subject of .a yoluminous correspon
dence ?Iorc 01' !ess t~rougho~t the year, and the following detailed il1
fo~matlOn ~n thIS subJect, whICh has come to hand since this report was
prmte~, WIll no ~oubt be of interest. The London Chamber of Com
merce mforms us, m reply to our advices, that the question of telegraphic
d.elay has bee~ ~onstantly before the Home Chambers, practically ever
smc~ .the ~rmlstIce. At the outset, efforts were concentrated upon the
abohtlOn of the so-ea.lIed Government messages and the re-establishment
of the unrestricted use of codes, registered telegraphic addresses de
ferred rates, etc. It was anticipated that when this was effected a' con
si~erab:_e amelioration would result, but ill the latter months of the year
thmgs went from bad to worse and continual correspondence both with
the London Post Office and the Cable Companies resulted. The primary
causes of the delay are as follo\vs :-The length and number of the cables
despatched at the present time is largely in excess of normal, the num
b~r .of w?rds dealt with in 1918 was 180 millions, as compared with 64
~llihons lU 19~3.. ()ert~in lines such as the -Indo-European, . interrupted
Hom the begmnmg of the war, are not yet in operation. The Indo~

European and Great Northern, the latter .still interruptel:i, via Russia and
Germany, carried a large proportion of the Far East and Indian traffic
before the War. The whole of the telegraphic business between the East
nnd the U.uited Kingdom has, therefore, to be carried by the Eastern
Ind ~sso~Iated Telegr~ph Comp~nies. Then it has not been possible
to malfitam the cables m a proper state of repair during the War yean:.
c~posed as they were to the full blast of the enemy's submarine and
rmne warfare, although, like all the other brave members of the Mercan
ide Mal'ine, the repairing ships of the Eastern Telegraph Company were
nt, .work, we are informed, practically lllght and day.-(Applause.)
Ow.mg to the en~rmous demand, manufacturers are unable to promise
dehvery of matenal for new cables. In their own interests as well as
th.e Telegraph Company's and ours, the present unsatisfact~ry position
WIll. no doubt be regulated as expeditiously as possible. We are further
a~vIsed that a new cable is being laid between thJ United Kingdom and
Glbr~ltar, and orders are being given for the manufacture of a cable to
~rovlde a new fast speed line to the East, via the Mediterranean Red
Sea,. Bombay, Madras, and Sip.ga.pore. A large quantity of new a~para
tus IS als~ o.u ordeT, which, it is stated, will tend to increase the capacity
of the eXIstIng cables. It is to be hoped, therefore, that the time which
must elapse before the whole of these requirements are met will be a
o:hort ·bl d s~. as ~OSSI e, an that the speed of transmission of telegrams and
l'omparatlve freedom from errors on which the Telegraph Com;anies
Jllstly prided themselves before the War, will be resumed with the least
\loSSlble delay.-(Applause.)---I regret to have to mention however that
In some cases th d It· I - ,~ ,e cays 0 partlcu ar telegrams are mexphcable and it
l.~hdifficult to believe that the local system is not at fault some£where
~:k:n mess~ges fo~ firms. not five minutes walk from the Telegraph Office

45 mlllutes m delIvery, also when a message from Singapore to
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STORM SIGNALS AND TIME BALL.

'l'he q t' fnes IOn 0 storm signals has been hefore Cm prevo your crnrnittee as-

01
IOU, S yea,rs, and alter further m,"tllre dex+- ,~ consi eration. and as a result

vcnSIVe expert enquiry, the Chamber d' da VIse the Government, that

THE PROPOSED SHANGHAI MINT.

l 'l'h~ shortage of dollars in Shanghai in December last caused great
nc(~n.vemcnce to t'rade and at one- time it was not possible to obbin
~~;cl~nt~ for the Paymaster at ;singta4, to meet requirements in conn~c-,

. '1. repatl'lat~d coohes. rhere was strong evidence that tl X
kl~fr .MllOt wa-s holdmg Up' do\llars with the object of keeping the ~~'i~ ant
a _e\e very much above minting c t TI lea
through the British Consu-I-Generaf

s :'t Sh 16' :rc~u t of repre~el!tations
Pekin th . a _angha1 and the Mmlster at
a bra~c~a~f· t~:r~~'::i~;Y~~etOh~n~~ M\ni~ter of Finance t~ establish
endor th .. n a ang la.. YOUl' Oonunlttee full v
hsh a s~ranec~P~~I:hne o~~b~. Sha~l?h:i. C1Slahmber t~~t this proposal to estab-
t

r

, t - < n mg In m anghat IS no more than a mov

f
s rengthen the already powerful hold of the mint interest and to bl k

C

re orm and th t h.. . . < oe
af! the' resoluf: w at dIS l'equhued IS a Oentral Governrnent Mint open
stated t th If n pas~e at t e recent Oonference of Ohambers thcr~·

,0 e ree comage of d 11 .th d - ,maintenance of th fi 0 a~s: WI, a equate guarantees for the-
e ncness and weIght of the coins.

time, will be considerably extended. Moreover it ·n b .
the consideration of your Committee whether l)~ thw~ le.a subJect for
reports and ~rices curr~nt.and in other ways, the sco~::~~~1:~( ~fu~:~k~~
~~~snot be WIdened untl! It becomes more representative of the tradenO[

POlt and we can utIlIse It as the offiCIal journal of this Ohamber.

I would also mention here the Shanghai British Ohamb f C
merce J our~al as mteresting reading for merchants and a use;:l: d?m.
fo.r mercantIle advertisement. The Secretary or the Ohamber in Shaen lt~
wIll be glad to learn of any new developments' of interest to g lal
trade, m connection with firms at this port. ,general
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I would like to refer particularly to this Ohambe'r' S h I f h
study of Chinese, which has done such good work in t~ c 0001' t e
away somewhat as was to be expected with the depleted s~a~as~, but f~ll
war. With the return of our brave defenders to th· f s urmg t c
0\ commercial usefulness we look for full classes, and i:l~S l~:n;,~'a~r~ereR
here wtll encourage III every possible way their e ' I p. . nns
school in their own as well as the firm's interest ffiTPhoYCees ~ttJolnhth("
on . t k . e omlll ee ave

ce a~am 0 ac nowledge the ability, carefulness and zeal with 'h' l'
the DIrector the Rev l' W P , , . \\ IC.l
this work for' the adva~ce~ent'of ~~,:c00t~~;;0 contmues to conduct

:-'1'he UO';IDittee also desiTe to place on record th~~:~;re~cia<;;::l:;'~~,~
o~l v~ces.o the late Mr. N. G: Nolan, Chief Interpreter of the Bu remc
GOUlt of Hongkong as Exammer of the 8"hool and to p.y' th ·th h' f ... v express Sincere-

npa Y WI IS amI1y m theIr recent bereavement. '

THE CHAMBER'S PUBLICATIONS.

The question of the registration of firms, trading under names other
than their own, has been very carefully considered by the Ohambe~'s
Legal Sub-Committee, and legislation to counteract practices often mIS
leading was proposed to the Government. The Committee acknowledge
with grateful thanks the time and trouble taken over the legal aspect
of the matter by Messrs. o. D. \¥ilkinson, H. J. Gedge and J. Scott
Harston, and regret that it has not, up to the present, been found practi.
cable to pass the proposed legislation. Older members may remember
that a Royal Commission sat and reported to the Government on this
subject some years ago. It would appear that merchants must protect
their own interests by making any enqmries concerning their correspon
dents they may deem necessary, through the Ohamber of Oommerce at
the port concerned, the leading banks or other ordinary channels.

REGISTRATION m' FIRMS.
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TIlE OUTWARD :MAILS.

rrhe Committee desire to acknowledge the gratifying support to the
Chamber's" Daily Bulletin 1/ and hopes for your continued assistance to
enable this special issue to subscribers to be carried on without loss to
the IJhamber as hitherto. Apart from the vatue of the cables and the
commercial information the "Daily Bulletin 11 presents in a form very
handy for reference, the existence of this little journal has enabled us
to initiat~ a service of news to the vernacular papers which I hope, in

The delay to the out\vard mails, also referred to in our report, has
bflen curtailed during the year by shipment per Indian mail steamers via
Marseilles, Bombay, Negapatam, and Singapo!'e which, however, neces
sltates a wait at the latter port for a. direct steamer for Ohina. That i.s
the reason, gentlemen, why some mails arnve more quickly than others,
the time in transit necessarily depending upon the wait at Singapore for
the first most expeditious steamer for Hongkong. It will be readily un·
derstood that the first steamer leaYlng may not be the quickest; there
fore discrimination on the part of the Post Office at Singapore may some
times be necessary. I understand the Postmaster-General is making
er.l.quiri.es regarding the possibility of forwarding Homeward mails also
by this route, when a more direct service is not available. Some mer
chants, indeed, already forward letters for Europe, etc. to their friends
111 Singapore to be reposted by the weekly mails thence 'via Negapatam

and Bombay.

tlongkong takes 90 hours one day, and one immediately before or after
is delivered in under 24 hours. Cases of this kind are serious handicaps
to trade and may cause great inconvenIence and the loss of large sums
of money. With reference to the much discussed subject of It urgent"
rates, it is to be hoped the Telegraph Company will soon be able to make
such arrangements as will reduce to normal the too frequent present
necessity of having to pay three times the tariff rate for what, it is feared,
has too 'often proved a doubtful advantage. I mention these matters
In the true interest'> of the Telegraph Co. and of trade generally.

,I



THE RICE SITUATlON.

CROWN AGENT5 SYSTKM:.

"TON FOR TON-"

•

noted in the report
through the Crown

and the Committee
taken by the Singa

allowing local firms the

A ('onside-rable correspondence will be
011 the question of indenting for supplies
A~rents referred to previously in 1917
is in entire sympathy with the action
pore Chamber, with a view to Government

"The principle of replacement ton for ton and class for
class of all the merchant Shipping and Fishing Boats lost or damag
ed in the War. She is to cede to the Allies all German merchant
ships of 1,000 tons gross and upwards, one half .of the ships between
1,000 and 1,600 tons gross and one quarter of her steam trawlers
and fishing boats and to build merchant ships for account of the
Allies up to 200)000 tons gross annualljT for five years from May,
1919. "-(AppJause).

This agreeII1ent has been signed by practically every Hongkong
firm interested in the export of rice, and is undoubtedly of great value
in regula-tiug the relations between the merchants of this Colony andl.
the rice importers of Oalifornia. As regards the rice consumed in the
Colony, I can say that the Government are very much alive to the
situation and in the event of a shortage it is hoped it will be possible
tc deal with it in such a manner as will in nowise interfere with the
delicate~~' poised transhipment trade of the Colony.

My speech would not be complete without some reference to the
rice situation so far as this affects Hongkong. The question may be
divided into two parts, namely, the rice sifting and transhipment trade
of Hongkong, and the rice consumed proper of Hongkong. As regards
th~ former, a reference to the report will reveal to members that much
time has been given by this Chamber in collaboration with the Associa
tion of Exporters and Dealers of Hongkong in arriving at an agreement
for grading certain qualities of rice with the Rice Association of Cali
fornia. Copy of the agreement will be found on page 268.
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Gentlemen, whatever ii wait and see" politicians may say about
writing off enemy indemnities as bad debts it will take many years to
expunge th€:- memory of Germany's diabolical and cowardly practices of
firing on defenseless women and children in open boats and leaving help
less men on their submerging submarines to drown. I see no reason to
alter the views this Chamber has expressed in no uncertain manner from
the beginning of the enemy ·submarine frightfulness) views well known to
coincide with the London and other leading Chambers, regarding the
.. Ton £.01' Ton" policy.-(Applause.)

The Chamber's previous representations on the "Ton for Ton"
Policy have been courteously acknowlc,dgcd by the Government. By
the terms of the Peace Treaty Germany has recognised:-

Government N otificatiolls Nos. 399 and 550 regarding Imperial Pre
ference will not have escaped you, and their importance to the trade of
this Colony has doubtless been carefully consIdered.

Probably few) if any of our present exp~rts, owe To ~er cent.. of
their total value to Colonial labour and materIal, but wIth Its gro;vm

g

industries, the Regulations under Notification No. 55\ may prove ot the

utmost importance to the Colony.

With regard to the steps taken to obtain an increased valuation
'On Bills of LauinCT it is understood the leading lines have advanced the
value limit up to o£lO rer foot and £200 per packag~ l'es:J€.ctively. This
arrangement does not apply to all trades but shippera who have ra:-is~d.
this question, chiefly th')!)e interested. in Mancheste~ goods, ~lave, .It IS
understood, been notified that claims will he dealt wIth on thIS baSls.

UNIVERSITY SCHOLARSHIPS.

BILLS OF LADING.

THE COLONY'S ECONOMIC RESOURCES.

During the year your Oommittee llave, in conjunction ~w~th t.he
Government formed the first two scholarships at the Hongkong "CDlyerslty
f.or Yunnan~oo &tudents. The Chamber's committment is $1,000 per
annum for 5 years, and I am sure you will agree with the policy ai~ed
at in this connection of spreading t.he desire for VvesteTn educatIOn
among the Ohinese, so far as may be possible with the limited funds at

our disposa~.-(ApplauseJ.

IMPERIAL PREFERENCE.
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At the request of the Colonial Secretary, your Committee p~op~sed
the names o"f certa.in gentlemen to serve on a Committee of enqm~:y IJnto

Th· C .tt f enqull'y laS
the economic resources of the Colony. IS o~ml ee? .
noW been appointed and is sitting under th~ chalrmansh?p o~ SIr Paul
Chater, C.M.G., and it is hoped the result of Its labours wIll p~o:,e of .the
greatest benefit to this Colony. The Committee has bee~ dIvIded mto
.various Sub-Committees \v1hose reports will be forwarded In due course
to the Government and trom time to time.

'1'he 'rime Ball is also now dropped at 10 a.m. and 4. p.m. ~xcept
Saturdays Sundays, and Holidays, instead of at 1 p.m. a;nd.Tlme Wueless
~ignals fi~shed at 9 p.m. daily. The thanks ~f the Shlppmg are due to
the authorities for carr;ying out these suggestIOns also.

although some Shipping Masters were i~ favour of the Hongkong syste!D:.
aB against the China Ooast system, wInch ?thc:s preferred, they practl~
aally a.ll favoured uniformity, to secure \~hl~h It appear~d nece.Bsary t~
adopt the China Coast system, and t~e 81nppmg C~mmumty ar,e mdebtcu
to the Government for falling in wIth and. adoptl~g these vlew.s. The
China Coast system ,vill, therefore, now be In use m these waters.
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OPPU1'tUnity to compete for. this business, and it is hoped that the matter
which has again been referred to the Secretary of State will receive
favourable consideration. The Government have here a.n opportunity
of ass·isting locaJ British firms which it cannot be said it went out of its
way to dOl before the war. It will be noted it is not suggested that the
rate-payer should suffer, but merely that local British firms should ho
gi,-cn the opportunity to compete for the business, which appeal'S to be
ltl the rate~payers' interests.

TRIB·UTES.

"re have to a{:knowl~Jge the good work of Professor :.\IideJ{eton
Smith while he WCl.S at home in calling attention in the Press and else.
w1he1'e to the, importance of China as a· field fo1' the development of
trade and we do not doubt that \vhat he was able to do in that respect
\\lill be for the advantage of trade of the Colony.

The Oommittee learned with deep regret of the sudden death in
November last of Mr. C. H. Ross in England. Mr. Ross' valued assist
ance to this Chamber, when. he was in Hongkong, will be remembered
by many present members, and his willing and cordial services continued
to be ever at our disposal, after he left China to assume charge of his
tii'm's affairs in London. Only last June, gentlemen, as will be seen from

. the 'report, we were further indebted to him for 80 efficiently represf':!.!t·
ing this Chamber at the Imperial Council of Commerce in London.

As usual there have been changes in our Committee during the
year. We are again indebted to :i\fr. J. W. C. Bonna·r for his valuable
&Jisistance and, as he is retiring and shortly leaving us, we wish him long
life and e\'cr.y happiness in the Old Country. (Applause.)

I would also like to record the masterly man:ler in which the Hon.
Mr. Dodwell has led' and conducted the Chamber's affairs, as its Chairman
during the year, and I can speak for him that he greatly regretted hav·
mg to leave for home before this annual meeting could take place. Our
thanks are also due to him and the Han. Mr. John Johnstone for so
ably representing this Chamber at the first of the proposed Conferences
I-'eld in Shanghai last autumn, when matters of comm(1fi interest to all
merchants in China and Hongkong were fully discusS'cd and have been
I'l'ferred to in the Press. (Applause:) It is intended and hoped thai
this Conference will be held annually at some central Port (Shanghai
\,ould appear to be indicated in this respect), and that such Conferences
will pr')ve of inestimable value to trade and have far-reaching beneficial
effects on the fordgn trade of China.

I cannot close this address without associating this Chamber with
the many good wishes expressed on all sides to the retiring British
Minister to Peking. the Rt. Hon. Silo John Jordan. I explained to SIr
John that we should like to have shown our appreciation 'Of his great
services in China, by entertaining him on his way home, but his brief
.,tay. in the Colony and the day being Sunday rendered this impracti
cable. Our w1shes are none the less sincere for his health and happiness
in his weq-deserved retirement and we hope he may long be spared to
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place his intimate knowledge of affaIrs and vast experience in the Far
East, at the selTice of His Majesty's Government at Home.-(Applause.)

'Vith these remarks I beg to move the adoption of the Report and
Accounts, a.nd when seconded I shall be pleased to answer any question
co thc best of my abiJity.-{Applause.) S

. , Mr. G. .A:IISKEN~ said :-Sil':. It is my pl;~asant dut.y to rise a.nd
:second the m?t1on .before the meetmg. OUI' Chairman haJ'i already Cov~r
ed the prmClpal features of the report .'ery exhau3tively and there is
~Ittle that I can add to the excellent address to which we have just listen~
~·d. I arn sure, h~wever, that I am giving expression to the feelings of
t~le m~mbers of thIS ~l1amber, when I offer our ver~r hearty thanks to thf'
<-:.omnllttee and to theu' extremely energetic Secretariat for the substantial
"ork they have d~ne OIl our behalf during the year under review.
(A. pplause.) One po~ntJ to which our Chairman has ::\.lready given pro.
rnlllenc~ canno.t, I thInk, be too strong';Y emphasized. The greatest draw
back WIth WhICh .merchants have at present to contend is undoubtedl:he extremely poor ?,:,ble service, and until this service is improved ~
g.re-at many opportumtIes and a great deal of good business must of neces
:'ilty be lost. In. the matter .of repairs of cables, the 'relegraph Oompanies
appear to be domg all that 1S possible and it is, of rour~e, unreasonable t.o
expect any immediate speeding up of the time taken by cables in transit
l cannot help thinking, however, that more might be done by tire Tele
graph Companies to prevent mutilation. At prBsent it is the exception
rather than the rule to receive a telegram containing no mutilated word".

On Page 29 of the report before you, you will have read of the adion
taken on Deeember 12th, 1918 by the Oeylon Ohamber of Commerce for
the exclusion of German subjects hom trading in that Colony. You will,
most of you, recall the unanimity which prevailed in this Ohamber when
a similar resoll1tion w(\s ado.pted in 1917. It is extremely gratifying and
3r::couraging to find how \'cry general has been the endoneTl)ent in other
(~olon-jf's of the time!y action taken by the Hongkong British Ohamber of
UOJlun,crce at that t1mp.. Gentlemen, I have pleasure in seconding the
adoptIOn of the report and accounts. (Applause.)

'fhe Report amI Accounts \v'ere adopted.

HO"UKOXG'S TELEPHONE SYSTEM.

Mr. H. PERCY S~UTH: I want to say one word. I want to know
Wllether the Ohamber can take any notice or an.y action as regards th,~
extremely uns<-ttisfactory and ineffieient telephone service of this Colon\'
-(Applause.) I spoke some time ago to one of your officials and I w~~
~ss~red th~t there was general agreement with my view, but he said:

\\ hy don t you go to the Chamber and talk about it?" I fancy Sir
you can as~ the incoming committee to consider the matter, and sec' whe:
ther anythmg can be done possibly to change the system altogethel'. We
have, I kno\v, an old-fashioned system. I have seen two systems at work
l:o?1paratively recently and t.hey were entirely different to ours and in
Itlllt.ely SUpenor.--(Applause.)
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The OHAIRMAN: Mr. Smith, that is a matter which has ~ot beenr ht t d bt that lffipl'OVe
distinct improvement, for there is no~the t~ l~ ;~y a~~ear d~sirable in
committee will take any necessary s ps .; k N es the Director ot
this ma.tter. I may say; however, that Mr. ar er ~ , n this sub' ect
the Oriental Tele.phone Company, ~ : t:~~ol~~~l~P~~l~;: ~isit will bJe a.
at the present tIme, and we trus a e. d bt that im rove-
distinct improvement, for there is ~ot the shghtest ou P
ment is required, as you so justly pomt out.-(Applause.)

THE COMMITTEE.

On the proposition of Mr. J. L. Crockatt, seconded by ~1r. B. M~ntei,th
W bb the following Committee was elected for the ensumg year .-Tne
H:n Mr. P. R. Holyoak, the Hon. Mr. E. V. D. Parr, the Hon. Mr. J.
loh~stone, the Hon. Mr. N. J. Stabb, O.E.E., Messrs. A. O. Lan~, (t. j\~'
Gubbay, U. H. P. Hay, J. A. Plummer, R. Ross Thomson, an . .r.

Do<J.well.
NEW MEMBERS.

The following new members were electe~, on the proposition of the
Chairman s..econded by the Hon. Mr. P. H. Holyoak: Messrs. Brunner
Mand &; Co., Ltd., Messrs. E. A. Beaumont & Co.~ Messrs. CooJ?er &; Co"
Messrs. Vi/alter Ford & Co., Messrs. Getz Bros. & 00., of the <?nent, L~d..
Messrs Hastings Hodge & Co., Ltd., Messrs. Holland PaCIfic TradIng
Co., M'essrs. Hon'gkong Import and China Produce l~xport Co., Messrs.
Mitsubishi Shoji Kaisha, Messrs. Rudolf Wolff and Kew Ltd., ~es~r~.
D. S. Stern &; Co., Messrs. Silva-Netto & 00., ~iessrs. Thomas W. 8m]'
mons & Co., Messrs. P. A. Xavier &- Co.

JiIJ'"CTES of a General Meeting of Members of the HONGKONG GEKERAf.

CHAMBER OF OOMMERCE held in the CHAMBER OF COMMERCE UOO:M,

UHARTERED BANK BUILDING, on Tuesday, 20th April, 1920 at 5 p.m.
for the purpose of fonning a Committee to em'ry on the Proposed
Hongkong Aviation Club.

The 1-ioo. Mr. P. H. Holyoak presided and was 8upported by the
Committee of the Chamber, including Messrs. E. V. D. Parr, A. O. Lang,
J. A. Plummer, C. H. p. Ha,Y, G. M. Dodwell, and E. A. 1\'1. vVilliams·
(Secretary). The attendance was rather poor and chiefly composed of
returned Airmen.

rrhe Secretary having read the Notice convening the Meeting,

The CHAIRMAN said :-that it would be in the recollection of all of
them that on the occasion of the visit of the Amel'ican Aerial Oommission
in :February last, a meeting was held on Jj"'ebruary 3rd in the Oity HaJ!
at which the following resolution was unanimously and enthusiastically
adopted :-" That an Aviation Olub should be formed as I;QOn as pOl,·

Sible,» and in consequence of which the present meeting had been called.

Het was not prepared to say, nor was he qU~lified to do 8:0, what
probability there was in the near future of commercial flying becoming a
paying proposition, not whether the developments would come upon the
lines of " Aircraft 11 or Ii Seaplanes," in these parts, which to the layman
seemed more probable, but he did say,that startling developments wE're
Sol imminent that it behoved them to prepare for them by forming such
a Club as that for which that meeting was called. One had alre:J.dy been
sc, formed in Shanghai and he prophesied that it would not be long before
they were linked all along the coast of China.

I:Il:MENSE C011MERCIAL POSSUHLITIES.

It was ob\'ious, Mr. HOLYOAK said, that in any defence s('heme of
lhc fut<.lTe ~n connection with this Colony, aircraft must play no ·small
oar!., ar,u ill addition to that there would be increasing commercial at
tempts to demonstrate in the ncar future the possibility lof circling the
globe inchding Hongkong en route, One such attempt had already been
organised by America, called the First Aerial Derby Round the ·World,
which, J1e believed, included Hongkong as a port of call. Nor did it need
any considerEble stretch of imagination to realise the immense commer
enl possibilities of flying between here and Canton and between here and
Shanghai. The practical possibility of using aircraft for mail purposes and
fol' the conveyance of fairly heavy material was amply demonstrated dur
mg the recent railway strike in England, and he himself had witnessed a
groat deal of what (vas done. That had brought it not only within the
realm of practical politics but also of imminent realisation. and it seemed
tl.> him that it was quite within reasonable probability~granting that
the~ were prepared to pay what extra cost might be demanded for the
rapId conveyance of mails, between here and Shanghai particularly-to
make the commercial proposition a paying one. The possibility of com-
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IUunication between here and Shanghai by passenger flight in twelve or
fourteen hours made it also a question which was seriously engaging at.
tention. !Because of all this, it was desirable that there should be formed
an Association or Club consisting of IDen in this Oolony who were pilnts
lIJ flight commanders, and who had had practical experience of flying
on the different fronts and were now stationed here or resident here. and
,...-ho, by their association with a Club, would be known and would b~ able
t,\l assist the Government by giving practical advice on flying and who,.
by rcason of the association, would also be able to orglluise such prepara
tions as would be necessary from time to time in connection ,.... ith flights
round the world. For that reason the Ohamber had called the meeting
in the hope that some practical result might follow. It was perfectly
evident to anyone who had followed the labours of the Ohamber and the
work done 'by it that it would be impossible for the Chamber to father
this scheme. The Ohamber was merely a practical means for bringing
the men togetheT with the idea of forming the Clnb, anu if it could render
practical assistance it would be glad to do so. He suggested. tllerefore,
that those present ,should select a committee which would organise a Cluh
as suggested, and from that proceed to practical results. He suggesteel
that they name tram amongst their number, or even from amongst those
not present, but whom they knew of, a number of names to form the
praciical committee, and that committee should elect its own chairman
and so proceed to the formation of the Club. The following names were·
then suggested and were approved. Oapt. T. ·Arthur (Convener). Messrs.
Lamplugh, Turner, G. K. Chatham, FaTrell, A. A. Burnie, and R. ~1.

Smith.

The meeting then terminated.

The CHAIRMAN next suggested that those mentioned be the Oom
mittee with power to add to their number as they found' men who would
bp, useful, and the Committee to elect its own Chairman and Seereta:ry.
He said that he had ,in his possession a copy of the rules of the New York
Aero Club which he would be pleased to ha·nd over for their assistance.
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Report of the General Committee 0/ the HONGKONG GE~E.RAL OHAMBER OF

COMMERCE, for the yea'l' ended 31st December, 1919, presented to the
Members at the Annual Meeting held in the Ohamber Room,
Oharter Bank BUildi11g, on Monday, 29th March! 1920, at 4. p.m.

ICor~espondence dealt with during the year has again been ex
ceptioQually heavy and certain subjects, on account of their confidential
nature, do not appear among the follo\ving which h3·ve eng,aged the
attention of your Committee.

VISIT OF MR. E. F. CROWE COMMERCIAL ATTACHE

FOR JAPAN TO THE COLONY.

Mr. E. F. Orowe, Commercial Attache for Japan, was to liave met
the Committee on his way through to England but owing to delays to his
boat was unable to do ,510. (Appendix A). .

TELEGRAPHIC DELAY TO THE Ll'ITED KINGDOM.

This subject which had the attention of yonI' Committee during 1918
has again been before the Ohamber, Correspondence between the Supcrin.
tendent of the' Eastern Extension Australasia and China Telegraph 00.,
The Government, 1'ientsin Chamber of Commerce, etc., and this Cham
bel' will be found under (Appendix B).,

DEMOBILISATIOX.

-Copy of a telegram from the secretary of State for the Oolonies
dealing with the application for the demobilisation of volunteers from
this Oolony will be found on (Appendix C).

DELAY TO INWARD MAILS.

Oorrespondence between thc Post Mastcr General Hongkong and
this Ohamber whereby representations were _made to the Home AuthOl'i.
ties will be found under (Appendix D).

COMMERCIAL ATTACHE FOR SOUTH CHINA.

The Home Government· approved the creation of til1C post of a
Commercial Attache for South China to which position Mr. H, J. BJ'ett
Was appointed. (Appendix E).

EXCLUSION OF GERMANS FROM CEYLON.

For correspondence and Resolution passed by the Ceylon Ohamber
of Oommerce see (Appendix F).
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SERVICE DOLLAR.

An application was received from the Indian Ranks of the British
Ai'my requesting this Ohamber to bring their case, to be put on an
equality with the British Troops regarding the Service Dollar, befom t·he
propel' authorities. Correspondence with General Officer Commanding.
The Colonial Secretary and D. A. A. Q. M. G. appears under (Appendix G).

SHOR'fAGE OF DOLLARS IX SHANGHAI.

Steps were taken. by tbe Shanghai Chamber of Oommerce to
.alleviate the shortage of Dollars by protesting to H. B. M. Minister in
Peking of the action of the Director of the N auking Mint in wilfully with
holding silver dollars hom Shanghai Your Committee supported the
Shanghai Chamber of Commerce in the action taken by them. (Appendix
H).

DOME WORDS AND STATISTICS ABOUT THE
RUSSIAN CO·OPERATIOK.

Propaganda brochUl'cs on this subject were received [rum 1\11'. .'1..
Petroff. (Appendix I).

YANGTSZE CONSERVANCY.

In conjunction \vith Shanghai Chamber of COIDmel'Ce pre·ssure is
being brought to hear on the River Consel'vancy Bureau and Maritime
Uustoms A.uthorities <co find a solution of the problem of the silting up of
the Yangtsze opposite the British COIlc:.CS~:'Oll at Chinkiang. (~t\ppcndix.

.J).

IXCREASED VALUATIOX OX BILLS OF LADING

Information wa::; received hom ~llanghai Cllambcl· of Commerce
that the hmit of cargo values had been raised to £200 per package or £]0
per cubic foot by the Homeward Freight Conference. YonI' Committee arc
of the opinicn that this arrangement f5ho-uld be general and in conse

...qucnee are pursuing the matter further. (Appendix K).

TRADE STATISTICS OF THE COLONY.

The Superintendent of the lmports and Exports Office requested
this Ohamber through its members to a,ssist his work in preparmg
Statistics of cargo arriving for transhipment on through I3ills of Lading.

(Appendix L).

SPECIFICATION FOR SOUTH CHINA WOOD OLD.

'Information regarding "Browne 'J heat test for wood oil wa::'>
Tequested by the Shangha-i Chamber of Oornm~rce and referred to the
Association of Exporters and Dealers. (AppendIX M).
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THE .. HELlOS" AND .. EL ORIENTE"

CIGAR FACTORIES.

()orre's~ondence and certifica.tes substantiating the fact that tbe
abo~e FactorIes are purely American and have no enemy interests was
receIved from the American Cousul Genera.} Hongkong. (Appendix N).

DUTCH INDUSTRIES FAIR.

Further reading matter with reference to this Fair was receiyelI
from the Dutch Oonsul-GeneraL (Appendix 0).

INTNRRUPTION TO TELEGRAPHIC COMMUNICATION
BETWEEN THIS COLONY AND CANTON.

lIntimation was received in the eady part of April foom the Post
Master General Hongkong that he was willing to arrange for lette/l:s to
be sent to O.anton by the afternoon Express; thus overcoming to a large
degree the mconvenience ea.used by the severance of telegraphic com
munication. (Appendix P).

INCREASE IN FREIGHT ON C.I.F SHIPMENTS.

This Chamber's opinion was sought by Messrs. Fung Tang and
Messrs. Percy Smith Seth and Fleming as to whether increase of freight on
C.I.F. shipments should he borne by the hnyer or shipper. (Appendix Q).

SHANGHAI BRITISh ~HAMBER OF
COMMERCE JOURNAL.

Intimation was received from the above Chamber of its intention 1.i)

issue its Journal to the [uhlic. (Appendix R).

CALCUTTA TRANS·PACIFIC CONFERENCE.

1'he action of the Pacific Mail Steamship 00, in withdra,wing
£l'om the above Conference wa.s hrought before this Chamber. (AppendL'{
S.)

SIR HEKRY MAY, K.C.'I.G.

A tele~am of regret was sent to Bir Henry' May. K.C.:M.G. on hearing
of his illness. (Appendix T).

RESTRICTIONS ON IMPORTATIONS OF LUfSEED
AND CASTOR SEED AND OILS.

A reply was received from the Government to this Chambel"s letter
contained in last year's report, advising that hcenses to export the above
produce will be freely granted. (A ppet:dix U).
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TRADE OF THE SOUTHERN PROVINCES OF SIAM.

'l'he Chamber is indebted to H.B.:M. Oonsul at Senggora for a.
report on the rrrooe of the Southern Provinces of Siam. (Appendix V).

HOLIDAYS.

Your Oommittee supported the application to the Government by
the' Exohange Banks to have the following days gazetted as general
llOiIJays:~3rd February, 1st July, 27th December 1919 and 2nd and 3rd
January 1920. (Appendices W, Dl. Q2. R2).

PROPOSED ALTERATION TO HOURS OF
POSTAL DELIVERIES.

The opimon of this Chamber was sought as to the desirablity of
certain alterations in the hours of mail deliveries in the Colony.
(Appendix X).

COAL SUPPLY FOR THE EAST.

Quotations were received for New South Wales Coal. Your Com
mittee have given publicity to this matter and htl,'l;-e expressed thei\!
readiness to transmit enquiries. (Appendix Y).

SWATOW BRITISH CHAMBER OF COMMEHCE.

Report on the Trade of Swatow for the year 1918 will be founu ill
this Ohamber's library. (Appendix Z),

HEWETT ME1IORIAL SCHOLARSHIPS.

A request was received from the Dean of the Faculty of Arts of
Hongkong University for financial assistance on behal~ of ~ne of tl~('
Students. This application lreceived the favoUl'able consIderatIOn. of tl.llS
Chamber. Further a resolution passed by the Senate of the Unlver.slt~'
deciding to recommend that Mr. Ngan Shai Leung should be deprived of
his scholarship was received and was supported by this Chamber. Sub
sequently the vacant scholarship was awarded to Mil'. Tse Man Lung.
(Appendix AI).

ABOLITION OF TELEGRAPH CENSORSHIP.

On the abolition of the Telegraph Censorship it was found that
certain anomalies existed as regards private codes owing to the regub
tiona in force in certain countries to which messages we're despatched.
Correspondence dealing with this matter ,vill be found under (Appendix

.Bl).
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QUA.RTERLY TRADE RETURNS.

The Trade Return for the First Quarter 1919 was publishe<.l. in
slightly different' form to that of 1918· Tihj,s. Chamber intimated to the
Superinten<.l.ent of Imports and Exports that the new form should be
continued, (Appendix Cl).

ROYAL ENGINEERS OLD COMRADES ASSOCIATION.

The president of the China Command Branch of the above associa·
tioD applied to this Chambel' for assistance in finding employment as
skilled artificers for members of the Corps of Royal Engineers whose
term of service with the colours was nearing completion. An assurance
,vas given that anything that the Ohamber could do would be done.
(Appendix El).

THE BRITISH IMPERIAL OOUNCIL OF COMMERCE.

Intimation was ll"eceived that a Special Business Conference of the
above council would be held in London on the 4th of June 1919 and the
late Mr. C. H. Ross t.he Chamber's representative on the council at the
time was invited by telegraph to represent the Chamber at this meeting.
A letter to Mr. Ross advising him as to the points of special interest tv
the business community of this Colony wiH be found under (Appendix
FI). A full report of the proceedings may be seen in the Chamber's
library.

FEDERATION OF BE.IT£SH INDUSTRIES.

Copies of the above Federation 1s Bulletin '...·ere received and were
distributed amongst those of the Ohamber likely to be interested.
(Appen<.l.is Gl).

FLOUR SHIPMENTS FR.OM AUSTRALIA.

The attitude of the Australian Government in Q'equil'ing Hongkong
importers vf Australian Flour to. give an undertaking that such cargo
should not be transhippeJ to tile Philippines, Straits ~ettlements and
Dutch InJies received the attention of your Committee. ~Appendix HI).

ROYAL COLONIAL INSTI'I'UTE.

The offer of representation at home by the above Institute in mat
ters of Imperial interest affecting this Colony was gratefully accepted.
Also a letter offering agencies for certain Manufactures to Britis.b
:'lerchants was received and details will be found under (Appendix 1I).

OLAIM FOR LOSS IN CONNECTION WITH A BREAOH

OF TIME CHARTER-S. S. "CHOFU MARU."

. Information so far as could be obt.ained of market freight rates on
vanous commodities was supplied to the Mitsui Bussan Kaisha Ltd.
(Appendix Jl).
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CONSTITUTIONAL REFORM.

The Ohamber is indebted to the European Association of Ceylon
for its repc¢t setting out a comprehensive scheme for constitutional
reform in Ceylon. (Appendix KI).

MINISTRY OF LABOUR.

At the request of the above Ministr)f application forms for securing
the services of demobilised soldiers on the ministry's register were
circulated amongst the members of the Chamber. (Appendix Ll).

WAR RISK INSURANCE.

A suggestion that a new War Risk Clause- should be inserted in
Selling Contracts was not supported by your Committee. (Appendix MJ).

REQUISITION OF THE C.P.O. SERVICE SHIPS.
The intervention of this Ohambar was instrumental in alleviating

the disorganisation caused by the Home Government requisitioning the
above Company's ships. (Appendix NI).

THE PUBLIC SERVANTS LIABILITIES ORDINANCE 1917.

Representations to the Government to have the above Ordinance
made applicable to Mercantile as well 31S Public Se·rvants raised practical
objections- which ha·ve not been overcome· (Appendix 01).

TON FOR TON POLICY.

An acknowledgment to the Chamber's representations dealt with
in last year's report was courteously passed to the Chamber by the, Govern.
luent informing us that the matter was one of the subjects being dealt
with at the Peace Conference. (Appendix PI).

PROHIBITION OF EXPORTATION OF
SALTPETRE TO CANTON.

The efforts of this Chamber were instrumental in obtaining pea-mit8
t,) export saltpetre to Canton. (Appendix QI).

ARMED HIGHWAY ROBBERY AT SWATOW.

The attention of the Chamber was ca-lled to the action of the
Chinese Military Authorities under Chan Kwing-ming in seizing by force
0eri..ain cases of unsigned bank notes in coustody of a British firm at
Swatow. What apperored to your Committee as nothing more nor less
than Highway Robbery was brought to the notice of the Government who
took action in the matter. (Appendix RI).
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DAYLIGHT SAVING.

. Daylight Saving having been instituted at Shanghai it was thought.
de.slrable to put the olock forwa·rd in Hongkong so as to maintain a
umform standard time in this zone during the summer months. Canton
was consulted on the subject but did not favour an alterati'0ll and subse
quently at a meeting of members of this Chamber the matter was discuss
ed in aU its aspects and it was finaUy decided to make no change. 001'

reslJondence on the subject will be found under (Appendix 81).

RETURN TO THE COLONY OF LOCAL VOLUNTEERS.
The matter of the return of local volunteels which was the subject

or correspondence in last ycmr's report is closed by the receipt of an
assurance from the London Ohamber of Commerce that everything
possible to obtain the early return of Far Eastern Commercial men was
being l1on('. (Appendix TI).

SAMPLING GODOWNS.

Tho disabilities. under \vhich sampling or export cargo is conducted by
the Government Analyst having been brought to the notice of the Oham
bel' the matter was referred to the Association of Exporters and Dealers
of Hongkong for investigation with the request that that body commllni~

oate its views direct to the Government. Copy of the Association's
letter to the Government which points out the impracticability of the
establishment of a public godown will be founu. under (Appendix VI).

MER,CHANTS ASSOCIATION OF NEW YORK.

Publicity to the advantages heid out by the ab~)ve association w<:s
gi\·cn in a circular issued to all members of the Chamber. (Appendix V1).

CLAIM FOn DAMAGE BY FRESH WATER.

rrhe services of the arbitrat.ion committee were offered to a member
on the question of a claim for damage to ca.rgo by fresh water where
the Steamship Company were offering considerably less than Invoice
value in settlement. (Appendix WI).

TELEGRAPHIC CHARGES.

OOl'lrespondence with regard to telegraphic charge for the prefix
., Urgent" necessary in urgent messages formed the subject of corres~

pondence in (Appendix Xl).

TYPHOON SAFETY MEASURES.

As the result of damage to cargo a.nd cargo lighter,s and the serious
loss of life occasioned by the s,carcity of tugs and launches available for
towage PUlrposes during typhoon weather a Oommittee on which the
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Chamber is represented has bef'''\ formed by the Government to evolve
a. scheme for better protection. This C0mmittee is now at work and it
is hoped that the result of their deliberations will he manifested in some
ooncrete form before the next Typhoon Season sets in. (Appendix Yl).

THE LEAGUE OF THE EMPIRE.

A letter from the GoiVernment covering copie£ of letters from the
Honorary Organiser of the, League of the Empire was considered by your
Committee to come more directly within the sphere of the Director of
Education. (Appendix Zl).

STORM SIGNALS.

This question which has been before your Oommittee in previous
yeaJ."S was again brought up with a view to bringing the Hongk'ong Code
into line with the Ohine. Ooast System. Oorrespondence from the
Colonial Secretary and the Director of the Royal Observatory will he
found under (Appendix A2).

TIME BALL SIGNAL.

Represent~tions from this Ohamber ,resulted in the arrangement
that the Time Ball should be dropped at 10 a.m. daily and 4 p.m. on all
days except Saturdays, Sundays and Eolidays and also that wireless
signals should be flashed at 9 p.m. daily. (Appendix B2).

ECONOMIC RESOURCES OF THE EMPIRE.

As the result of a despatoh received from the Secretary of Stute
:your Committee at the request of the Colonial Secretrury put forward the
names of certain ,gentlemen to fonn a Oommittee of Enquiry into the
Economic Resources of this Colony. (Appendix C2).

IMPERIAL PREFERENCE.

Your Committee brought to the notice of the Colonial Secretary
that. owing to it being impossible to claim that goods manufactured here
owed 75% of their total value to the laboUlr expended upon them in the
Oolony and materials produced by the Oolony Hongkong would not come
within the scheme for Imperial Preference. (Appendix D2),

PILFERAGE CLAIMS.

Two members of the Ohamber brought to the notice of your 00m
'Rlittee the action of certain shipping Companie,s in considerably l'educin-:
claims on the grounds that ad valorem freight should Jlave been paid.
(A ppendix E2).
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REQUEST FOR STEAMSHIP LINES FOR

AUSTRALIA TOUCHING PAPUA.

A. re<1:uest was received f~om Papua that a new freight service to
.A..ustraha VIa Papua should be Inaugurated but this Chamber's ... h . . c- enqmnes
In t at dIrectIOn were not successful. (Appendix F2).

BRITISH EMPIRE EXHIBITION.

, . , No.tice \Va·s -received of ,the intention to hold a Britiah Empire Ex
hibitIon In ,1921. Y,oUjr CommIttee assured the promotors that they won1(1
do everythmg possIble to assist this scheme. (Appendix G2),

AN ORDINANCE TO AMEND FURTHER THE
LAW RELATING T.O COMPANIES.

, As the result .of a copy of the a,bove being put before your Com-
m~~tee ~y the Regl~trar of Companies certain suggestions were made
whIch WIll be found III (Appendix H2).

SOHOLARSHIPS FOR YUNNANESE TO STUDY

. AT HONGKONG UNIVERSrI:Y.
ThIS matter which was under the consideration of the Cha-mbel' last

real' reaulted in a ;cheme being drawn ~lP und two stndents being admitt
ed to S~. Stephen s Ooillege after passlllg the Scholarship Examination ..
(Appendlx I2).

CHAMBER'S LETTER OF APPRECIATION
TO MAJOR CASSEL O.B.E.

?n h,is departure from the Colony a letter of appreciation was senL
to ~Ia'Jol' Cassel, O.B.E. (Appendix J2).

1EGAL SUB·COMMITTEE.

. This Chamber feeling the necessity for a Sub-Oommittee to de:l)'
wIth Legal questions put this matter before oe\rtain membets wht"
flxpl'essf'{l their readiness to serve on such :1. Committee. (Appendix' K2).

DEPOSITS WITH CABLE COMPANIES.

Objection wa,s taken by one of the members' to the action of the:
Cable C~mpanies in demanding a deposit against monthly credit accounts.
(Appcmltx L2).

CIRCULARS ISSUED BY THE IMPORTS'

AND EXPORTS OFFICE.

r Oirculars is~ued from time to~ time by the Superintendent 0f
ll~ports and Exports with reference to Impolf't and Export trade as

~ftectE'd by wa.r con"ditions will be found under (Appendix M2).
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TRADE WITH GERMANY.

Application was made to this Ohamber to define the position of
m~rchants i~ this Colony with regard to Trade with Germa:n~. '£ho
Committee are at present <1owaiting a definite expression of opmlOD fl'o~n

tlhe Local Government (since published in the Local Press.) (AppendIx
)<2),

BRITISH INDUSTRIES' FAIRS.

A letter from the Oommercial Secretary of the Legation was re
ceived offering to supply tickets of admission to the British Industries
Fail's to be held in 1920. (Appendix 02).

ELECTRICAL INSTALLATIONS.

As a result of infolmation put before this Chamber the loral G?\·~

ernment wa'S approached with reference to the necessity for rnakmt;
regulations go,vcrning the iustnllati.ons <of Electric Light Plant:::. (Ap·
pendix P2).

VANCOUVER HARBOUU.

Through the courtesy, of the Colonial Secretary a lett.er from
Vancouver Harbour Commissioners was passed to your CommIttee far
their opinion and suggestions as regards t~le possi~ilitics of Van~onver
Harbour in connection with the Trans~PaClfic ServICe.. At the tIme. of
going to Press this matter is enga.ging the Commlttee's attention.
(Appendix S2).

TESTIKGS OF WOOD OiL.

A report made by the Government Analyst on the testings of ."To.od

O il was passed to the Associatioll of Exporters and Dealers as_l~t ~r\ ,:s
, . I b th (A I,enu'x 2)cOll!Oidored that this matter shoulu be uca,t WIt 1 Y em. p • -

:)YE.S.

co I . I.... t '\; with reference toA letter was addressed to the L,O oma_ .I~ecre arJ

. No. 554 cOllcernmg Dyes and Dye-Stuff!!.Government notificatIOn
{Appendix U2).

PEAK HOSPITAL.
. . ., 1"'"' the Peak Hospital did notA scheme for reorp;amsmg anu en mg, no. t tl t

receive this Chamber's support. as it was conSidered toAbe a ~at.;;) la
was outside the province of a Chamber of Oommerce. ( ppen IX .

REPATRIATION OF ASSYRIANS.
. . f .h urpo5C your

Owing to the fact that funds did not eXIst or. t e p .
Committee were unable to a,ssist in the above matter. (AppendIX 'V2).
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RICE SHIPMENTS TO U.S.A.

The question of staudardisation of foreign rice sold on the San
Francisco Market which was engaging the a-ttention of the Chamber last
:year was brought to a successful issue this year. Oorrespondence- showing
the a.greement arrived at will be found under (Appendix X2).

CROWN AGENTS.

The question of indenting for supplies through the C:rown Agents
l'efcned to in 1917 was aga.in the subject of corre,spondenoo with the
Chambers of - Commerce in Ma-laya and also the authorities here.
(Appendix Y2).

EMBAI\GO ON AND CONFISCATION OF RICE

SHIPMEKT8 FROM HONGKONG.

The qnestIOn of an embargo en Rice Shipments to the U.S.A. dur
mg Jul,y ]019 was the subject of telegraphic. co't'l'espop.denee WitJl the
Eice Association of California. On reference to the loea.l Governl'l"ent it
was found that there was no foundation for this report. Later h was
found necessary by the local authorities to purchase coml'ulsorily a email
stock of rice consigned to the "C. S.A. in order to provide for local needs.
(Appendix Z2). .

HONGKOXG DEFENCE COUPS.

At the request of His Excellency the Governer this Chamber put
fonyaru the name of one of its members to sit on the Uommittee being
formeu to consider the draft.ing of a new ordinance for the regulation of
the Volunteel' Corps. (Appendix 11.3).

CHAMBER'S REPRESENTATIVE ON THE

LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL.

Owing to the depa<ture from the Colony of the Hon. Ml'. P. H.
Holyoak on leave at the beginning of Ma..y, the election of a Member of
the Chamber of Commerce to serve on the Legislative Council became
necessa.ry, and the usual steps were taken to secure nominations. Mr.
Edward Victor David Parr, Vice-Chairman of the Chamber was the only
nomination and at a General Meeting held for the purpose he was unani
mously elected and duly appointed by His Excellency the Officer Admini
stering ~he Government subject to His Majesty's pleasure (Appendix B3).
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MEMBERSHIP.

During the year under review Maison A. R. Marty ceased mem·
bership; while the following new members were elected and the:: election
requii·Js ~h'e usual confirmation:-

Messrs. Brunner Mond & Co., Ltd.
" E. A. Beaumont & 00.
" Oooper & 00.
" Walter Ford &: Co.
" Getz Bros. & 00. of the Orient, Ltd.
" Hastings, Hodge & Co., Ltd.
" Holland Pacific Trading Co.
,~ Hongkong Import and China Produce Export Co.
" Mitsubishi Shoji Kaisha.
" Rudolf Wolff and Kew Ltd.
" D. S. Stern & Co.
" Sillva-Netto & Co.
" ,Thomas W. Simmons &; 00.
" P. A. Xavier & Co.

Mr. A. G. da Rocha.
" J. T. Shaw.
" John Fu;rer.

The Membership at 31st December stood at 186, viz 161 firm~, and 20
individual members.,

FINANCES.

Your Committee ha~s pleasure in recording a very satisfactory year.
Income has more than doubled itself due principally to increased member.
ship and fees fr,om surveys, while there is a corresponding increase in
expenditure chiefly due to fees paid to surveyors and the extraordinalry
expenditure detailed. A surplus of $567.86 has been carried to General
Reserve Account which now stands at $24,853.98.

CHINESE LANGUAGE SOHOOL.

The Accounts of the Chinese Language School show a defiCIt of
$1,978.40 necessitating the absorption of a Fixed Deposit of $2,000 shown
in 1917 Accounts.

This deficit is due to falling off in attendance of students due to war
conditions and the consequent Ireduced income from School Fees.

Towards the end of the year students became more numerous, and
C"'f'l'y hope is entertained that 1920 will again place the School on a sound:
financial basis.

The Director again reports good results of Test Examinations held
from time to time, while the following students have passed the Final'
Examination and secured the Chamber's Cmtificate of Proficiency in'
Cantonese Vernacular:-

Mr. F. Bevington,
" D. K. Moss,
" K. S. Morrison,
" A. Mackenzie,
" A. W. Smith;
.. R. D. Wilks.

.....
o



'Ve have compal'ed the above St:ltelHent with the Books, Vouchers and Securities and find the S;UHe to be in nccord:Lllce therewith.

BALANCE SHEET AT 31st DEOEMBER, 1919.

428.12

913.38

150,00

647.74

$

2,602.43

1,105.27

21,500.00

1,978.40

45.57

$3,425.57

$3,380.00

ChineBe
Language
School.

$ 27,346.94

1,407.68

100.00
20.00
87.80

179.80
:10.00

230.14

$

991.94
17,045.·;2

13.50

845.S8
67.50

425.77
42.57

383.20
44.92

General
Account.

$29,683.641 $5,403.97

$10,225.00

1,057.35
~11.47

10,500.00
8,000.00
3,000.00

'. -
~S
~:t (tI

o 8= .

c
o

Interest onChinese Language
School Fixed Deposit...... 62.74

Le.'ls Interest on Chinese
Lang:uage School Current
Account 17.17

(Iommerce.

CHINESJ<: .LANGUAGE SCHOOL:-
titudents' Fees-Jan~ary $200.00

do. February 200.00
do. March 180.00
do. April 240.00

.do. May 18P.00
do. .lune 240.00
do. July 260.00
do. ~\ ugust 200.00
do. September.. 300.00
do. October ..• 440.00
do. November .. 520.00
do. ."Oecember... 420.00

CHINESE LA.NGUAGE SCHoar,:
Balance-Excess or Expenditure

over Income deducted from
ReBervc Account .

M.F.MBERS'SUBSCRIPl'IONS:-
161) Firms at $60 $9,600.00
~5 Individuals at $25 625.00

.MARKET BEFORT SALES ............•.
SURVEY FEES COLLECTED ..•.••...•••
ANNUAL REPORT SALES .•••••......••...
hTmREST ACCOUNT:-

Interc~ton Hongkong Hotel
Debentures .......•....$630.00

Interest on Hongkong Club
Debentures.................. ... 480.00

Interest on H'kong &. S'hai
Bank Fixed Deposits 135.00

Interest on H'kong & S'hai
Bank Current Account ... 162.68

of

•

Add Purchases

24000
240.00
220.00

520.00
466.00
400.00
360.00
~40.00

~80.00

340.00
360.00

JOO.OO

Add
14.23

762.61

CASH:-
Hongkong & Shangl1ai Ba.nking Corporalion-

GlllNERAL FUNDS: -
Hongkong Hotel 6 per cent. Debentures .
Hongkong Club 6 per cent. Debentures .......••
Hongkong and Shanghai Bank 4~% FjDs ....

E. A. M. WILLIAM,
Secretary.

Add Purchases .

~TOCK STATfONERY:

SUNDRY DEBTORS:
Shroff's Imprest
Office Boy's Imprest
:\1arket Heport Subscriptions ..
Rllrveys .,............. . .
Board of Trade Intelligence Department .
Hongkong&Shanghai Banking Corporation:-

Interest on Hongkong Club Deben
tures for quarter ended ~Ist

Decemher,1919 $ J20.00
Interest Accrued Oil F /Ds.... ] 10.14

ASSETS.

HEWE'IT J"lJ EMORIAJ, ScHOLARSnIPS FUND:
H'kong & S'hai Banking Corporntion Current
Account , .•............................•..

CHINESE LANGUAGE SCHOOJ,:
Furniture and Fittings
Less Det1reciatioll

I
FunNITURE AND FJT',rlNGS:

At 31st December, 19]8
I l,ess Depredation

~
'"0'

630.00

480.00

135.00 I·

128.87

927.39
1,035.00

7.50

$8,880.00
550.00

<Ihamber

600.35
34.45

149.30
44.10

$

959.57

.

428.1~

],105.27

$5,403.97 1$12,773.761 $4,736.84

24,853.98

1$~7,346.94

0;:; .,; P '"
(tIc..~(tI"<

; 5' ~ !3 '<:
"'l ~ O"'(tI
~ '":l ... ,~ ~
_'< ~ ';0:: >-;

12.06

567.86

810.80
513.88
585.77

169.7-5

384.52

43.60

567.86

242.31

$

1,800.00
100.00

$l,337.~0

1,1~5.00

171.00

1,590.00

General
Account.

iJ,962.31

~.362.92

1,978.40

3,720.00

$8,430.62

Ji6M
18.04

640.00
15,203.02

214.35

24,286.1~

:!4,403.12
117.00

Chine~ IChinese
Language General Language
School. Account. School.

----,-----

211.471 42.57--------
$27,356.03 $4,769.17

$29,683.64

$29,115.78 1 $5,403.97

(l;enera[

C. L. SANDES, } I d"
H. B. L. DOWBIGGIN, " U 1ors.

297.95
100.00

o ~

00 '"",8
~ &

-. 0
~ ~

2,40P.00

~

~

o
~

"~

~ ~
ooY'
o
~ ~= ~"""-

1918.

Income and Expenditure Account for the year ended 31st December, 1919~

~ ....... u
~ ~ ~

" "0 00
"< .... '::7'
.... ~ 2.
l:;l ..... Ao

llJonglwng

Interest H ongkong & Shanghai
Bank Fixed Deposit (now retired) 200.00

~1 ARKET REPOR'l'-(Cost of Publication)..
l\IARKET REPoRT-Bad Debts .
.\NNu.n REPORT-(Cost of Publioation)..
F.ffiF.s·l'O SURVEYORS .
BOOKS AND NEWSPAPERS ... ..
DONATION NEWSPAPERS FOR THE FLEET..
PRINTING, :\DVERTISING AND STATIONER.Y
POSTAGES _I,ND PETTIE'S ...•...•....•••
'l'ELEGHAMS ••••.•••
SUBSCRIPTION-BRITISH IMPERIAL COUN-

ClI, OF CoMMERCE .. .
DEPRl':CI,\TION :-

20 rer cent Oil Safe and Furniture..

EXTRAORDINARY EXPENDITURE:
University Prizes etc.
.\lew ~chl)ol Room _.. .. .
Peaee Celebrations ,. .

RENTs-Office'!; & Tel~phones ...$1,432.67
SECRETARY'S SAT.ARY .•.••.•.• 4,200.00
EUROPEA N DIRECTOH .

EXAMINlJR'S FEES
CLERK'S !";AJ,ARY .••
CllfNF..8E DIRECTORS
Sfo:RYA:><TS' \VAGF..s •..•••••...
A lJ))}T FEE .......•......• ' •.•

..
Add Interest Hongkong & Shanghai

Bank Current Account $ 42.31

LIABILITIES.

BALANCE: Surplus or Income over Ex
pendilure transferred to General

~ Reserve Account ..............••

45.78

21i.30
40.86

Hongkong- & Shanghai Banking Corporation
O erdrart .. ., ' ..

GEi\"ERAI, RElERVE ACCOUNT:-
At 31st December, 1918 .
Lpss Extra Cost 1918 Annnal Report

~dd Surplus Income over Expenditure as per
Statement . .

1,175.00
187.50

Less Amount paid University or Hong,
kong for 3 Scholarships 1916/19 $2,850.00

" Po.',tage and Petties 7.C4 I 2,857.04

HEWE'l"L' MF.l\tORI.,\LScHOI,ARSHIPS FuND per contra
1916,94 Subscribers@ $10.00 $940.00
1917,93 " 930.00
1018.93" " ,' 930.00
1919,92., " 920.CO

CHINESE T,ANGUAGE S<;UOOL:-
Ret:erve Account as per contra at 31st Dee.,

1918 , ..
Le88 Exce~f! Expenditure over Illcome as per

Statement.. . .

SUNDRY CrumlToRs (General)

$1,274.40

I,QOO 00

Chinese
Language
School.

: ~----
i~_~-~~/
I
J

1--
$4,736.84

Hongkong, 9th February, 1920.

739.74

250.46

625.00

~71AO

100.00

<i40 PO
7!-J5.00
339.60
54 36

363.67
43014
..592.66

11.93

1918.

704.68

1,200.00

General
Account

$1,455.12
4,200.00

-$12,773.76

$12,034.021 $4,736.84
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A. G. M. FLETCHER,

Oolonial Secretary
The Secretary,

Hongkong General Ohamber of Commerce.

3

VliSIT OF MR. E. F. CROWE, COyDIERCIAL ATTAOHE FOR

JAPAK TO THE COLONY.

Office of H.M. Commercial Attache

British Consulate General,

23rd December, 1918.
811',-1 am shortly proceeding home, partly on furlough and partly

with a view to ca,rrying on my work as Commercial Attache for Japan
at the Department of Overseas Trade (Development and Intelligence)
which is the new combined Department of the Foreign Office and Board
of Trade; I shall also be visiting f,he' Chambe,rs of Commerce in the
United Kingdom in order to discuss with manufacturers and merchants
at home aU sorts of questions connected with trade between Great
Britain and Japan also between pal·ts of the British Empire and Japan~

As the trade between Hongkong and Japan has developed very'
la,rgely uuring the 4 years of war and as many problems connected there-
with, especially questions relating to Trademarks and Import and Export,
rf'strictions may have Ulrisen, I think it is possible that some of the
British firms in your Colony may wish to seize this opportunity of my
passing through to discuss such questions, and I would be glad to have
a chance of Iealming their views. On the other hand, owing to the
shol'tness of the stay of steam.ers in port, I cannot be certain that 1
shall have any length of time at my disposal, and I am writing this.
therefore as a tentative idea in case there should be anybody who \vants
tu see me.

I shall be travelling by' the ~ippon Yusen Kaisha s.s. Ii l\!Iishima
Maru" which is due to arrive in Hongkong on the 7th February, 1919,
and leaves on the 8th February and should there be anyone who would
like to inte,rview me, I would be very much obliged if either you, or the
Chamber of Oommerce would send me a wireless telegram to the steamer
tq that effect, 24 hours or so before she is du·s, saying whether there i~

anybody who wants to see me, and if so at what time, 01' alternativelJ
that there are no questions of importance which need be discussed.

Colonial Secretary's Office,

Hongkong, 9th January, 1919.

Sil',-I am directed to furward, at the request of Mr. E. F. Crowe..
Uommel'cial Attache for Japan, the enclosed letter addressed to you by
him.-1 am, etc.,

•
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A

As my stay will be short and the hours of arrival and depa-rtul'e of
steamers are indefinite, it may be impossible or inconvenient to make
any a,rrungements. and I am most anxious not to cause any trouble to
anyone, bllt I should be Wl'l'y afterwards if I had passed thrcugh and
had missed an opportunity of pel'haps dIscussing some important ques
tion.

I ha1lc sent tbis lettel' to you through the courtesy of the Colonial
Secretary wbo is therefore acquainted wIth Its contents, and I bf'g that
you will be so good as to consult with lum as to whether you wish me
to take any actlOn.-I have, etc.,

E. F. CROWE.
The Secretary t

Hongkong General Chamber of Commerce.

Colonial Secretary's Office,

Hongkong, 8th Februal'j', 1919.

Sir,-ln continuation of my letter numbe,red as above of the 9th
.January, 1 anI directed to enclose for your information a copy of a lett~a'

from .\11'. E. F. Crowe, Coml1lercial Attache for Japan.-1 am, etc.,

J. A. E. BULLOCK,
Colonial Secretary.

The Secretary,
Hongkong General Chamber of Commerce.

Ofliee of H. M. Commercial Attache

British Consulate General,

Yokohama, 22nd January, 1919.

Sir.-With reference to lll~" leiter of the 24th December last in£O,1'111
ing you that 1 would be al',J'iYing on the S.8.•. Mishima Maru/' I haTe
the honOU1' to inform you that the departure vI the vessel has been
postponed and that she will leave from a week to 10 days' behind het°
scheduled time 1 cannot tell you definitely when she will sail, but the
Nippon Yusen Kalsha Agents at .rcml' port will probably have had te]e·
graphic advice by the time this reaches you.

r would be very much obliged if you could kinuly communicate the
above information to the Secretary of the Chamber vf Commerrce at your
port in case the Chamber have decided that any of their Members wish
to see me in connection with business.-I have, etc.,

The Honourable
The Colonial Secretary.

5
A

Hongkong General Chamber of Oommerce,

Hongkong, 18th 'February, ]919.

:-3il',-l have the honour to acknowledge receipt of yonr letters Noso
3555/1919 of 9th ult., and 8th inst., advising the arrival of Mr. E. F.
Crowe, H. B. t.f. Oommel'cial Attache for Japan, by the s.s. "Mishima.
_"Jaru ., which is not now due until the 20th ingt.

I am directed by my Committee to thanJ-: .you for enclosures to
your letters, and to state that a,l'l'angcments are being made to meet Mr.
l'l'mve.-l have, etc.,

E. A. M. WILLIAMS,
Secretary.

The Honourable
The Colonial Secretary.

Hongkong, 18th February, 1919.

Wireless message to Mr. Growe..
"Committee Hongkong Cham bet' Commerce honoured meet

"you tiffin Hongkong Club Thursday discuss conunel'cial matters
"generally. (J-overno,r's Aide will meet Steamer. JI

\1' ILLIAMS,

Secretary.

Hongkong General CJJamber of Commerce,
Hongkong, 19th February, 1910.

8ir,-1 have the honour to confirm my wi,reless message despatched
Y('stel'uay and reading.

"Committee Hongkong Chamber Commerce honolld'ed meet
. :you tiffin Hongkong Club Thursday discu'ss commercia.l matteI's

"generally, Uoyernor's Aide will meet Steamer,

\VILLIA),! S, Secretar:>'. "
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I have been in communication with the Honourable Colonial
tiecretary who informs me that SllOUld your steamc:l' arrive before noon
the Go,'crnment launch "Victoria" will come alongside and take yon
of[,

lt is I understand the intention of His Excellency the Officer
Administering the Government to interview you on arrival after ,vhich
my Commltt~e hope that you will be able to meet them at the Olub about
1 p.m.-I have, etc"

E. A. M. WILLIAMS,

Secretary.
E. F. Crowe, Esq., C.M.G.

H. B. M. Commercial Attache for Japan.

21st February, 1919.

\Villiams
~ecl'etar'y Chamber Commerce

Hongkong.

Many thanks telegram j nst received account accident arrive Sunday
lIlorning owing races Monday, wislt inconvenience nobody will visit com·
miHee at their offices Monday morning.

CROWE.

i\Iishima Maru, 1st March, 1919.

Dear Mr. Holyoak,-I would. like to thank you and the 1\lembeJ's
of your Committee for the kind. hospitality which you would have extend
ed to me had it not been for the vagaries of this boat. She i::; keeping up
her reputation of arriving in port on Saturdays or Sundays. She has
done it in Singapore and will do it again in Colombo.

I had an interesting meeting with the Committee of the Singapore
Chamber who also kindly invited me to lunch and I was much surprised
to find that although they are confronted with the Ja·panese i!fiitation
of trade marks problem they haye no trade marks legislation in the Straits
Stl there is nothing they can do.

I shall be very interested to see if yonr Chamber agrees with the
action proposed by the Shanghai Bl'itish Chambe;r of Commerce.

1 hope we may soon meet at home. Please be so good as to convey
to the .Members of your Committee my appreciation of the courtesy they
sl'owed to me and assure them that I shall always be delighted to work
in co-operation with them in ,regard to any measures which they may
propose with regard to Japanese competition.-Yours, etc"

E. F. CROWE.
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B
TELEGRAl'.IiIO DELAY TO THE L::\'ITED KINGDOM.

Hongkong General Chamber of Commerce,
17th January, 1919.

. Deal' Si:r,~"'Tith reference to previous correspondence on the above
~ubJect, I am dIrected b,Y my ~ommittee to state that so far from any
Improvement to the serVIce havlllg been effeded the condition of a.ffair~

seems to have gone Lrom bad to worse.
. . My ?ommit~ee understand that according to the Telegrllph Con
\'ent~on, CommerCIal Telegrams take precedence over Press Telegml11s,
?ut It d~es not ap~ear from a comparison of dates of telegrams ,receiveJ
JIl the Colony d~rmg the pa~t few months that this priority is being
ob8~,rved, and ~l11le a suspenSlOn of this ruJ.e may have been appreciated
dunu.g the anxIOUS months of the past year, my Committee consider that
the tnne has now come when the priority accorded to non-deferred com
mercial telegrams should be re-established, especially over some of the
feeble press telegrams we receive now-a-days.

My Committee will much appreciate it if you will again take up
the .matte,t' \nth 'your Head Office with a view to obtaining as early as
pOSSIble some relIef from the present unsatisfactory sel'vice.-Yours, etc.,

E. A. M. WILLIAMS,

Secretary.

J. K.enneJy Gibson, Esq.,
Superintendent,

ERstern Extension Australasia and China
Telegraph Company~ Limited,

Hongkong.

The Eastern Extension Australasia and
China Telegraph Co., Ltd.

Hongkong, 20th January, 1919.

Dear Sir,-I have received your letter, dated January 17, on the
subject of teleg,raphic delay to the L'nited Kingdom and shall COIll~

n:unicate to the Head Office your Committee's views respecting Press
Telegrams.
. ! may, however, observe that the number of Press Messages per

them IS insignificant in comparison with thc overwhelming bulk of Com
mCi'~ial traffic, and that the general delay t'J the latter will be pr;teticaJly
unaffected by any treatment which may be accorded to the former.



J. KENNEDY GIBSON,
Superintendent.

The Honourable
The Colonial Secretary.

8

B

1 take thIS opportunity to inform you that three {:a.b~e ste,amers have,
for a long time, been on the scene of the cable interruptIOns In En.ro~)ea~
waters and are still awaiting favourable weather to effect restolatlOn~,

which ~re expected from day to ?ay. Anot~1er cabl~ ship ~asJ f~l;llse~'~'~~~
days, been at work on the repaIl' of the Comme.rcial Pacific Co p .,'

cable. . b . I to
Your Committee may rest assured that no effort IS emg s~a,rel.. J

restore normal communication, and tha~ cye:ry av<:tilable mean,s 18 belIl~
used to maintain a telegraphic serVIce In spIte of unptccedente
difficulties,-Yours, etc.,

The Secretary,
Hongkong General Chamber of Commerce.

Hongkong General Chamber of Commerce,

Hong-kong, 24th Januzry, 1919.

Sir -In view of the continued and very serious ?elay in the. te~e~
graphic ~ervices, I hav3 the honour to enquire if H.ls Excellency, t l~
Officer Administering the Government will ~ak~ up wIth ,the T~legHlPt
Com anies the matter of wireless commUlllcatlon and \\ hethel or ~lO
s('m: arrange~ent cannot be arrIved at whc~'e~y the Stone~uttcl'S \~'l!'e
iess installation could be utilised for transmlttmg commercIal messages
during the present emergency.-I have, etc.,

E. A. M. WILLIAMS,
Secretary.

The Honourable
The Colonial Secretary.

Colonial Secretal'y's Office,

Hongkong, 18th Februa.ry, 19l!1,

Sir ~With reference to your letter of the 24th January, I at?
directed to state that this Government is informed by the Naval

t
Author~

ties that owing to the very full program~~s. at the Sto~~~~ ~~:s c~~
Seletar Wireless Telegraph Stations no facIhties can be g

mercial traffic. d t· f me what
I am to request that you will be so goo as 0 m arm .

d t the Telegraph CompanIesproposals the Chamber wi~h t.o have rna e 0

regarding wireless communIcahon.-I am, etc.,

A. G. M. FLETCHER,
Colonial Secretary.

The Secretary,
Hongkong General Chamber of Commerce.
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Hongkong General Chamber of Commerce,

Hongkong, 10th March, 1919.

Sir,--I have the honour to acknowledge receipt of your letter No.
550/1919 of 18th February having reference to the utilization of wireless
system of telegraphy to relieve the presSt.::.re and consequent del a.}' to.
commercial traffic.

My Committee unders1and tllat the Great Korthern and the Eastern
Extension Telegraph Companies jointly holJ a concession from the
Chinese Government for the installation of the wireless system on the
China Coast, and it is known that the Eastern Extension Telegraph
Company have a wireless station at Singapore.

My Committee is of opinion that the Telegraph Companies have
been rather lax in the matter of the establishment of wireless commerciat
communication, and consider no time should be lost in the establishment
of wireless communications. Any proposal, therefore, which Government
may make to the Telegraph Companies which may tend to secure this,
will be much appre-::iated by my Committee.

I am to add that the heavy delay in the transmission of teiegrams
is still so very serious as to be paralysing business.-I have, etc.,

E. A M. WILLIAMS,
Secretary.

Tientsin General Chamber of Commerce,

Tientsin, 3rtl March, 1919.

Sir,-I beg to inform you that this Ohamber has recently, after'
corresponding wilh the Telegraph Administration, made representations
through the Consular Body to the Diplomatic Corps in Peking, regarding__
the serious delays in telegrams from Europe anu America, which has for
sUll1e months been so grave,l.r hampering the trade of all Foreign mer
chants in the East.

At the suggestion of the Consular Body, I am laying the matter
before you, with a view to securing practical measnres for the elimination
of the inconvenience, and in order to ensure co-ordination and joint
action, which will carry more weight and effect than isolated representa
tions from one Chamber.

From enquiries at the local Telegraph Office it appeavs that the
delays arc not caused at this end of the lines, but some\vhere in Europe
all(! in America respectivel,r, the local offices as· far as they are concerned,
being capable of effecting the despatGh and delivery of messages with
the usual .regularity. It would thus appear that the congestion apparent
J.\. happens at some points in Europe and America.

It appears to the Committee of this Ohamber that the following
n:easures would greatly .reduce the percentage of words in commercial
tt.:legrams, and now that most enemy subjects ha\'e been repatriated
from China, there would seem to be no great danger of the misuse of
the lines:_



W. A. MaRLING,
• Chairman.

The Uhairman,
Hongkong General Chamber of Commerce.

Nestle and A IS' Cng 0- WISS ondensed Milk Co.,

Hongkong, 19th March, 1919!

Dear Sir ~In view of the t d 1 .
fact t.bat hostilities have ceas dgrea e a.y III the Oable Service and the
Chamber to the Censor ma..e b- ~ay we sugges~ that a letter from the
embargo on the use of Priv:te ~o~::tru:e.ntal In getting 'rem~ved the
arrangements being made ",·tt tl 0' s hJect of ~ourse, to satisfactary
Codes, e.g., his being bande1J1.te

l
e.nsor respectmg the use of Private'

'l'his ,vould have the effect ~fot, ~av,~ng ftrlee access to, a copy of such.
t1

1
. b I" _ Ie ueIng 1e number of words c bl d

ete y re levmg the pressure on the S ' . 1 '1 . a e ,.
would be very considerable. - etvtce, w 11 st the savmg to senders.

The suggestion is put forward f .
ha,-ing any information as to I ' 0 . course, 111 the absence of our
by the Chamber in this c

di
.' t'~ mt syteps, If any, have already been taken
lee Ion.~ ours, etc.,

The Secretary,
Hongkong General Chamber of Commerce.

The Hono~rable
The Colonial Secretary.

B
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A. G. COPPIN,
Manager for lIongkong'

and South China.

E. A. M. WILLIAMS,
Secretary.

Hongkong General Chamber of Commerce

Hongkong, 1st April, ~9HJ'..

Sir,~I have the honour to aO" 'dd
heavy Telegraphic delay to the Unit:;l~i: dress you ~n the subject' ot
mUlllCatlOn with which' , . ~ om and e"en to India, com:-:M c . 18 OCCUpylllg somethmg like ten days

. ,y ornmlttee would much app . t . . I .
Admml~~el'ing the Government would ta~:Clt~ e l~ If -I. E: the Officer'"
AuthorItIf's c..lirect and suggest that riv' e matte.r up WIth the Home'
not gene'rally in any case by reuutable ~~t?o~efimes~:i.be~ be. accepted, it
my Committee is of ouinion wO~lld mat :rI1{S rros, whIch If agreed to,
of the lesser number ~f wo.rds l'equirin ertla bY rteduce ~be delay b;y reason'

If th' .. g a e ransmltted
IS suggestIOn IS accept bl th Ch " .

commercial houses will probabl a e ~ ~mber IS adVIsed that local
disposal of the Censo I h Y put theIr pnvate business codes at the'

,r.- ave, etc.,

, "

E. A. M. WILLIAMS,
Secretary.

The Secretary,
Tientsin General Chamber of Commerce,

Tientsin.

Hongkong General Chamber of Commerce,
Hongkong, 2nd April, 1919.

Dear Sir,-Your letter of 3rd March with reference to the grie
yous

-telegraphic delays between Europe, America and the Far East has duly

been laid before my Committee.
'fhis is a question which has seriously occupied the attention of

this Chamber during the past year, and a voluminous correspondence
between the Chambe.r, the Telegraph Companies, and the Government
here is on file, although very little, if any satisfaction has been derived
therefrom. The usual explanation has been that the delay is due to
depleted staffs on account of war conditions, influenza epidemic, and
breakdown of cables which it has been impossible to repair owing to
enemy action, while the Great Northern's Siberian and the Indo

European Routes have so far not been restored.
With regard to your proposed Measure No. 1 regarding code

addresses, no difficulty is experienced In this Colony as such are pe
r


missable to Europe, as well as the United States, while with regard to
Measure No.2 this Chamber is at the moment addressing the Hongkong
Government with the request that. the matter of a.cceptance of p.riyato
codes be referred to the Home Authorities, and it is hoped that if the
Censors will ac.cept copies of these private codes the delay will be much

reduced.I am desired to enclose for your information copies of this Cham-
ber's latest cor.respondence with the Government calling for the utilisa
tion of wireless telegraphy on the China Coast and I shall be glad to
advise you of whatever improvements may result through this Chamber's

effotts.-Yours, etc.,

10

B

1. Permission to use code-addresses to Europe as 1s permitted to

America.2. Permission to send telegrams in private, a·s well as authurised

codes. It would further seem that the inconvenient method of having tele-
grams vised by the respective Consulates might be abolished.

'frnsting that we shall have the cu-operation of your Chamber, if
you have not already made representations on the matter.-I am, etc.,
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Eastern Extension Austl'a.lasia and
China Telegraph Co., Ltd.,

.H'Jhgkong, 2nd April, 1919.

Dear Sir,-As there appea,rs to be R. misconception regarding the
particular cables tha,t are interrupted, if I may judge from the Chair
DIan's speech at the recent General Met>ting, I wish to state that the
interruptions are in cables which land in Cornwall.

I enclose a copy of two recent Expl'esses which relate to the ques-

tion of telegraphic delay.-Yours, etc.,

J. KENNEDY GIBSON,
Superintendent.

The Secretary,
Hongkong General Chamber of Commerce.

13
B

Colonia.l Secretary's Office

Hongkong, 9t,h April,· ~919.

the 1 Dlr,-.... l am directed to ackno\vledge the receipt of our 1 tt

sion ~~ ~1~~;a~~9b:t::~:~~bjeCctlof the dconhtinue~ delay.inYthe t:an~~i~~
I

. 1e 0 any an t e Dmted Kmgdo
t IS understood that the dela is 1 .1 d m. .

are rapidly being corrected, while ~ew ca:~e y .ue to. cable faults Wlll~h
no prospect that the Authorities in Englan~S ~~~ be~ng laId. Th.ere IS

regards the use of private d . f WI. rna e a conceSSIOn astl I co es m avour of thIS Colony al d
Ie . mperial Authorities are fully aware fll th· one ; an. ~s

conSIdered that no useful purpose would ~p a. e clrcumsta~ce8 It 18
further.-I am, etc., ~ served by addressmg them

A. G. M. FLETCHER,

Colonial Secretary.

The Secretary,
Hongkong General Chamber of Commerce.

J KENNEDY GIBSON,
Superintendent.

THE OBFICIAL PRESS BUREAU.

The Secretary,
Hongkong General Chamber of Commerce.

official P.ress Bureau closes on
other functions will cease from

The Press Bureau states:-
A .' Unless an emergency arises, the
. pIll 30th. The censorship and all its

that date.

P. P. ~orthwest Tr~dinO' Co Lt.d.
,E. C. DINGM;N.. ,

Closing Down at End of ApriL

London, April 2nd

Korthwest Trading Co.,

1I0ngkong l 12th April, 1919.

D Q.e.ar olr,-The attached paragraph referring to the P B'
censorshIp appeared i tl H k .ress ill eanI t ~ n 1e ong ong Press of April 5th. Will you kindl .
c~'ns~~sh~now whether or not you have learned whether this applies t~
relaxed i~ t~~sc~~~~~ _and If so whether or n~t .the censorship will be
sian be all d t yon. the same date. If tlns IS the' case will pel'rnis~

owe 0 use prIvate codes.-Yours l etc.,

The Eastern Extension Australasia. &. China Telegraph Co., Ltd.,

Hongkong St.ation,

J. KENNEDY GIBSON'.
S;;pcrintendent.

TELEGRAPHIC DEL-'..Y.

Owing to the interruption of lines between Alexandria and
Suez some additional delay to Telegrams is llna\'oid?~ble. Other means ot
e<.,mmunication between these points is being employed.

1he Eastern Extension Austrah,sia & China Telegraph Co., Ltd.,
Hongkong Station,

TELEGRAPH COUMUNICATlON.

Hongkong, 24th March, 1919.

The heavy pressure of GOVE'rnment traffic continues, and tha
inkrruption of the Commercial Pacific Company's Cable has added to the
,cong,estion on our Cables. 'Ve haye been compelled to post from Gibraltar
to London ordinary telegrams from China, which are now subject to a
delay of about ten da.ys. The delay on def.erred telegrams is proportion-

.ately greater. ..
Five' Cable-Ships are now in the neighbourhood of the broken cables

in European waters, the repair of which is still delayed by bad weather.

Hongkong, 11th March, 1919.
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Hongkong General Chamber of Commerce,
,Ho.ngkong, 14th April, 1919.

Dear 8ir,-1 have for acknowledgment your letter of 12th jnsta~t,
in reply to which I am to inform you that this Chamber ~as no officIal
information that cable censorship will cease on the 30th AprIl.

With regard to the use of private codes, this Chamb~r has recently
requested the Government to take np the matter WIth the Ho~c
Authorities and a reply has just been received f.rom which the followmg

IS an extract: - .
"There is no prospect that the Authorities in England wIll

"make a concession as l'flgards the use of private codes in favour
"of this Colony alone; and as the Imperial Authorities are fully
"aware of all the circumstances it is considered that no useful
"purpose would be served by addressj'1g them further."-Yours,

etc.,
E. A. M. WILLIAMS,

Secretary.

E. C. Dingman, Esq.,
Messrs. Northwest Trading Co., Ltd.,

Hongkong.

Hongkong General Chamber of Commerce,
Hongkong, 14th April, 191G.

Dear Sir,-I have for acknowledgment your letter of 19th ult.,
dealing with the question of telegraphic delay, which h~s so long been
engaging the attention of this Ohamber, a.nd suggestmg the use .)f
private telegraph codes as a. means of reducmg the delay by reason of
a reduction in number of worus necessary to be cabled. .

I am directed to state that the Government was requested by tIns
eba,robor to make represeut3.tions to the Home Authorities w~th a view
to obtaining this concessioE, and a reply 1ms just beeH receIved, from
which the following is an extract: -- .. . .

"There is no prospect that the Authorttles m England WIll
ff make a concession as regards the use of private codes in favour
"of this Colony alone j and as the Imperial Authorities are fully
" aware of all the circumstances it is considered that no useful pur
f( pose would be served by addressing them furthe.r.

J1

-Yours, etc.,

E. A. M. WILLIAMS,
Secretary.

A. G. Coppin, Esq.,
Messrs. Nestle & Anglo-Swiss Condensed Milk Co.,

Hongkong.
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Extract of letter to l\1ess1's. Moxon and Taylor from their London Agents.

CABLE DELAYS :-We would draw your attention to the article
on p~-ge 12 of ".T~e Times" of the 1st April. F.rom the prominence given
to tIllS matter, It IS h.oped that drastic steps will soon be taken to remedy
the present very serIOUS position.

Our Mr. Souter happened to meet a few days ago one of the
Manag.e~·s of the Eastern Telegraph Company, who has just been
demobIhsed and has returned to his old employment. He informed :Mr.
S?uter that the hroken ends of two cables had been found in the Bay of
BIscay, and th~.~ they were already (, buoyed n with the Repair Ships in
attendance waItIng for favourable weather to repair them. He went so
f~' as to ~tate that in all probability something approaching a normal
Cable S.ervice woul~ b~ r~stored by the end of April. as the Company was
now dOlllg everythIng m Its power to repair the broken cables as rapidly
as possible. The damage, too, from depth bombs seems to have bee~
,-ery much more serious than was ,realised at first.

·'Ve would like to congratulate your Chamber of ComlJ1erce on the
yery spirited action they took in regard to this all-important matter j in
fact, we understand that it was entirely due to them that" The Times"
gave so much promineIu:e to this question in their issue of the 1st April.

3.11.]9.

Telegram to
Stanley Dodwell,
Care Dendrite Shanghai

G6neral cable delays WOIse than ever conference adion might alleviate.
WILLIAMS.

Hongkong General Chamber of Commerce,

Hongkong, 26th November, 1919.

. Dear Sir,-It cannot but be the experience of your Members that
Hutwithstanding all the protests that have been lodged the cablel services
continue to be deplora.ble, and very little better than since the signing of
the Armistice.

It seems useless to complain to local Superintendents who can only
repeat. th? excuses se;rved out for public consumption by the Centra,}
Ol'gamsatIOn. <

.Sometimes depth charges have done a lot of damage, on other
occaSIOns the Companies are short staHed and are waiting for demobilis-.
e.d men. It has also been said that Government messages blocked the
hnes and it is well known that many futile and totally unnecessary mes
sages have heen scattered broadcast by Whitehall.

Wha~e,:"er the reason for the disarganisation -may be, my Committee
feels that It IS necessary to keep on registering protests, and to this end
would be glad if each British Chamber will write to tne London Chamber
of Commerce asking it to again bring the state of affairs to the attention
of the Imperial Authorities.



Hongkong
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General Chamber of Oommerce,

Hongkong, 28th November, 1919.

Hongkong

Hungkong, 27th November, 1919,

Dear 8ir,-1 am directed to enclose a copy of a letter this Cllamber
has ,addressed to all British Chambers in China and aho to the principal
ones in the United Kingdom.

I must confess to a feeling of hopelessness as I write. So much has
ah'eady been said without apparent result and it is so impossible to dis~
covel' what really stands in the wa,y of improvement. I attach a recent,
ad\rcl'tisement which appa.rently means that the service is going from bad.
to worse.

of course, the Oa·ble Companies may be doing their best to improYe,
matters but it is difficult to esca,pe the convictQon tJ~a-t, bloated with
profits la;rgely due-at least fO'r some months a.fter the Armistice-to the,
assistance given by a Bureaucratic Government who shu-red in the plunder
in the shape of excess profit Tax, they are rea.lly indifferent to the pressing
neeus of commerce. I

A point to excite cu.riosity as rega.rds the present delay of days in
01'dinary me8sages is the fact that if money IS no object (except to the'
Cable Company) one can get an "urgent II message through in a com
paratively short time by paying three times the ordinary rates.

One wonders what competition would do if such were only possible..
My Commi ttee will appreciate any steps which you may take to.

wards the amelioration of an almost iutolera-hle burden to British Eastern
C'ommerce.-Yours, etc.,

E. A. \Ii. WILLIAMS,
Secretary.

D. de H. FARRANT,.

Superintendent.

The Eastern Extension Australasia & China

Telegr.tuph Co., Ltd.

"£le Company regret that owing to accumulation caused by cable
inter,ruptions, they cannot satisfactorily cope with the increasing traffic,.
:>..nd urge senders in their own interests to reduce the number and limit the.
length of their telegrams. The Company also pa;rticularly ask that Chnst~
nlHs and New Year greeting telegrams should not be sent.

The Secretary,

London Chamb€f of Commerce.

E. A. \Ii. WILLIAMS.
Secretary.

Lptte:r sent to :-

Ma:lchester, Glasgow, Liverpoo?, ber of OommeIc8.
Bradford, Birmingham, Eumgburgh Oham "

General Chamber ()f Commerce,

Hongkor..g, 26th November, 1919.

. of your Members thatI t but be the experience .
Dear Sir,- t canno 'I : b ] dged the cable serVICes

d" II tI protests tInt la\8 een 0 ., f
notwithsta.n mg a lC -l ' ..~. rttle better than since the, slgmng 0continue to be deplorable, nUL "\ 81 J 1

the Armistice. l' t 1 al Supe:rintendents who can only
It seems useless to camp am ,0 o~lic COll-surrIption by the Central
t tIle excuses served out fOI purc:pea

Organisation. . 1 1 a lot of damage, on other .o?ca.
Sometimes depth charges lla\ C (011 e I waitinO" lor dellloblhsed

. hart st3.ffec ane are ~':::J d I rslons the CompanIes are ,s ., \'ernment mess'ages blocke tIe mes
men. It has also been saJu that f(~~'l d totally unneccssary message-a.
. 1 it is well known that many u l.~ at nl]
<lnl b d t b\' "\Yll'te 1& , OttI \'e been scattereu :roa ea,:,;" ~ . t' may be my Coroml . ee
la' f tll" disorO"alll:,;a IOn , I . d

VlThatevcr the l'eason o~' . I..: :iste~in{l" protests, and to t 118 en
feels that; it is necessar;l to keep c~~nl r~Og the state of affairs to the atten.
wot~ld be glad if your Cham.b~l· W1 )l'ln

bon of the Imperial Autho,l'ltles~ St t men concerning the necessity for
The pronouncements 0, a es . ossible obstacle be plae-

incI'eased production are so much \'apo,r l~leve~~s~ seeking to sell British
ed in the way of British Merchants In Ie
Pl'ouuets,-Yours, etc.,

E. A. \Ii. WILLIAMS,
Secretary.
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Letter sent to;-

S·h I· Hankow Tientsin, Newchwang,
' aug laI, J f C rnmerce

Chefoo, Swatow, Canton British Chambers 0 0 '.

en concerning the necessity for in-
The pronouncements of Statesm. ver' ossible obstu.cle ?~ plu.ceJ

creased production ,a.re so much V~PO;llf ~as/s~cking to sell Bl'lttsh Pro-
in the way of British Merchants In Ie I

ducts.-Yours, etc.,



K W. MOUNSEY,
Secretary.

Chamber of Commerce.

Tientsin British Chamber of Commerce

Tientsin, 12th December, ~919.

Dear Sir,-I beg to acknowl d .'
November on the' subject of the c e ge receIpt of .your letter of the 26th
you in the following sensc \\,],,'C!, I able delfia,ys and In. reply telegraphed to"

., . now con I'm: .
In reply to your letter of the 26tl N

approv,es but we think letter not . k 1. hovember my Oommittee full\~'
01 b

qmc enoug sugge t . •
Hlm e,r send at once urgent t I. . ' s , request a..ssocl'ated

I have to*day received e egl am, If you can arrange, we will agree.'"
Chamber and in th . . a copy of your letter from the Shan h.'li
ject be one in whic~lrthc::::I:c1a~:t~eCl~~av~sta~ed that they feel the ~ub
and ask my Chamber's ap ro I ~m er s o~l~ take action by cable
Rhanghai info.rming him ~f ~a.. c./ al~ t~*day wrItmg to the Secretary in
Yours, etc., . ,Ii l~lm er s approval and cCJ-operation.-

B

British Cbamber of Commerce,

Shanghai, 8th December, 1919.

E. M. GULL,

Secretary.
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Vear Sir,-l beo- to endHongkong Chamber. ~ ose a copy of a letter received from the-

. The subject is felt b' m C .'. .
tlOn should take. action b Yca~c on~nllttec to be one In which the Associa*
whether your Chamber Yap an fI S!hOllld accO;rdmgly be glad to know·

hi
proves 0 t 1e s c.> t" f

ca ed home in the name of II C"I ' nggcs IOn 0 a. protest to be
I' a Hunbers If

GlsposlJd also to write independently to t' your _.own Chamber feels
bettel> for you would doubtless be ;bl he ~o?don Ch~mber s~ much the'
vexatlOn and difficulties call db' tie to fUlnlsh looal I1lustratlOns of the
Chamber decides to write \Vi~~YOt; [)l~~ ~)resednt state of things. If your
Yours, etc., ,lSC. sen me a copy of the letter.~

'l'h e Secretary,

British Chamber of Commerce.

The Secretary,

Hongkong General

~IOUNSEY.

Dealf 8i1',-1 beg to acknowledge the receipt of your letter of Novem
ber 26 and to inform you that at the last meeting of my Committee
(held on December 4) it was de(~ided that'the question of the cables was
one which the Associa,tion of Chambers might well take up.. I am, accord
ingly, sending you a copy of a letter addressed to each Chamber and w~n
inform ;you of the result.-Yours, etc.,

B

British \.Ihamber of Commerce,
Shanghai, 8th December, 1919,
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FOR BRITISH C!lAMBER OF COM~IERCE

E. THORNTON.
Hon. Secretary

E. M. GULL,
Secretary.

"E, A. M. \Villiams, Esq.,
Secl'eta:ry,

Hongkong General Chamber of Commerce..

E. A. M. '¥illiams, Esq.,
Secretary,

Hongkong General Chamber of Commerce.

Dear Sir,-Your letter of the 26th nIta 1'e the unsatisfactory comE
tion of the cable services is duly to hand and same will be laid before the
members of this Chamber at the next meeting.

From this port there is H',ry little direct cabling home and some £inns
send their telegrams by post to Hongkong and have them sent from th01'O.

This is caused by the still most uns8.tisfactory condition of the land line
service on which this port is solely dependent, and as you will have seen
from the report of the Conference of British Chambers of Commerce in
China recently held at Shanghai, this Chamber put forward a Resolution
about this matter, which was duly passed, and. from which we hqpe some
satisfactory outcome will materialise and that we shall have this'port link
ed up with the outside \"\'ol'ld by submarine cable in the future. That at;
the moment is our chief c:unsideration here.-1 am, etC.,

'Telegram from Tientsin British
Chamber of Commerce.

In reply to ;your letter of 26th day of November my committee fully
approves but we think letter not quick enough suggest iTequest Associated
Chamber send at once urgent telegram if you can arrange we will agree.

rr.he British Chamber of'Commercc,
Swatow, 2nd December, 1919.



DEMORILIZATION.

To
Date

Translation of Code Telegram.
From HE h. . t e Officer Administering the

Hongkong. Government,

H.E. the Viceroy, India.
16th January, 1919.

. _It is unda.rstood that eight men sent b 1
SerVIce Oommission J.email K' k Y t 18 Hongkollg Military

th n a, 11' ee. I would nrge tl t tl
o e1' members of the contingent 'I d' la ,lese and any
kong at the earliest possible d t nowT~n n I~ may be sent b~ck to Hong-
ests of British Far Eastern trad:.e. ley are urgently reqUIred in inter-

D

Hongkong Genentl Chamber of Commerce

Hongkong, 24th January. W~9.

Sir,-_In view of the fa t th t t1 p
London on the 7th Decembe~ br~u hi: . an~IIO. s.s. "Nore" which left
mail delivered here previous 'to he g. ~o jmabI , to the, Colony, the last
'\ b I r arnva emg dated La d .1
~ a\"em H, am directed b ill Comm' '" non, 22nu
enough to telegraph to the Yp Y

l
t llGtee to lllqUlre If you will be good

'j . os -mas er eneral Lond .mal s crlllght now be sent v' S' " on, suggestmg- t,hat
}'outes.-I am, etc.) la uez, Instead of the Atlantic and Pacific

E. A, M, WILLIAMS, '
Secretary.
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DELAY TO INWARD MAILS.

The Post-master G""neral. ,
Hongkong,

SEVERN.

G'ffi':el'al Post Office.
Hongkong, 7th February, 1919.

I
~it·,---:With reference to your letter of the 24th u~timo I h to

Wnom to Inform y th t I tel ' ave e
the same day and a~~ d ~" egraphed to. the London Post Office on
\~iould be qu'icker thane to ,etill to psen~fiall mmls by Suez, when that route

e rans- aCl c route
I have already informed you of this by t~lephone.

--'" ,

A. G. M. FLETCHER,
Colonial Secretary.

of Code Telcgl'::J.m.
Secretary of State, London.
Governor, Hongkong.
13th January, 1919.

Translation
F,rem

To
Date

rhe Secretary,
Hongkong General Chamber of Commerce:

January 13th Demobilization. Limited numbers of estate owners
and managers and members of commercial firms overseas will be released
as pivotal men. Application should be made only on behalf of men whose
return urgently required within 6 months and where important that busi
ness should be carried on in interests of Colony or of British Trade
o\'erseas. Essential to state rank, name, numbers, unit, and when pos
-sible expeditiona.ry force or command.

LONG

A. G, M, FLETCHER,
Colonial Secretar:;;.

Colonial Secretary's Office,
Hongkong, 17th January, 1919.

c
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Sir,-I am directed to forward for the information of your Chamber
the enclosed copy of a telegram hom the Officer Administering the
Government to the Viceroy, India.-I ani, etc.,

The Secretary,
Hongkong General Chamber of Commerce.

Colonial Secretary's Office,
Hongkong, 17th January, 1919.

8i1',-1 am directed to forward· for your information a copy of a
telegram from the Secretary of State for the Colonies regarding
demobilization.-I aID, etc.,
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.27/2/1919.

Your telegram 24th February mails
13th February. have been sent by Suez since

D

London Post Office
Postmaster, Hongk~ng.

From
To

I~ongkong General Chamber of Commerce

Hongkong, 8th March, ~9I9.

~ Sir,-~I have to acknowledge and to th k
21th ult., covering copies of t I an you for your letter of
Authorities here and at Londo e e!?;lamsf exchanged between the Postal

'.' f n \Vh 1 re erence to the s IunsaLlS actory inward :Mail S' y. . omew lat present
.l. erVLCe.-- ollrs, etc.,

D
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I delayed replying to your letter until I had been able to make
some enquiries as to whether the mails by the" China JJ had been delayed
by the Japanese authorities.

I find that this was not the case. The Ohina left N ag~saki on the
20th Jannal'Y and arrived here on the 1st February.

rrhe Nikko arrived here on February 2nd and brought a Xagasaki
mail dated January 29th.

The Japanese could not have forwarded the China mails by any
quicker vessel. .

I will however report to your Chamber any cases which may occur
in future in which the Japanese are responsible for the delay of ,6ur mails.
-I ha\'e, etc., .

S. B. C. ROSS,

Post~master General.

The Secretary,
Hongkong General Ohamber of Commerce.

The Secretary,
Hongkong General Chamber of Commerce.

General Post Office,

Hongkong, 27th February, 1919.

E. A. }I. WILLIAMS,

Secretary.

S. B. C. ROSS.

Post-master GeneraJ.

Chamber of Commerce.

of Code Telegram.
Governor, Hongkong.
Secretary- of State, London.
10th March, 1910.

Translation
From
To
Date

s. B. C. Ross, Esq.,
Postmaster General.

General Post Office

Hongkong, 26th March, ~819.
Sil',- With further refe,rence'·o' I

have the hOnOll]' to forward f th . 'f YOll~·. etter of the 24th ultimo, r
f t I

or e In ormatIOn of you C . t '.
o e egrams exchanged bet H' E l' om mIt ee caple;;:. th ~ ween IS ~ xcelleltcy the Offi . Ad . .
mg e Government and the Sec t f S eel' lnImster·
etc., re ary 0 tate for the Colonies._I have,

The Secretary,
Hongkong General

Grave inconvenience is b i
generally by the delay in mails e ng cause~ to .Banks and business
January 6th. Should be glad to' le~~st mall receIved here wa·s datt'"d
accurate that mails from J thn by telegraph whether report is
London. annary 6 to January 2.3rd are detained in

24/2/1919•..

25/1/19] 9.

S. B. O. ROSS,
Post-master General.

Postmastel'~ Hongkong.
Post Ofticc, London.

From
To

From Postmaster General, Hongkong,
To Post Office, London;·

Latest London mails received here dated 21st December via Pacific~
.9th January via Suez. \Vill yon act my telegram 25th January.

f:lir,-With reference to yOH1' letter of the 24th January, I llave the
honour to forward for the information of your Oommittee copies of tele
grams exchanged between llIJ"seH and the London Post Office.-I have,
etc.,

Chamber of Oommen'c urges t\'ansmission mails [or Hongkong and
Southern Agencies via Suez by all steamers. Mails by Pacinc rOtlte very
nrc-gular at present and much delayed.
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General Post Oflire,

Hongkong, 6th May, 1919.

E. A. M. WILLIAMS,
Secretary.The Postmaster General.

Sir,-With reference to my letter of 6th May and previous cor
respondence, I have the honour to send for information of your Com
mittee copy of decode of telegram just received 'from Postmaster General,
London.

II Blue Funnel Line providir'6 weekly seryices leaving every
Ii Thursday. I understand that average time to Hongkong 5 weeks.
"Telegraph whether letter mails would arrive earlier if sent direct.
"with parcel post instead of to Bombay as at present."
In view of the fact that there is no regular service between

Negapatam and Singapore and a,s a regwlar service can now be ,supplied
by the Blue F'unnel service I propose to send the following telegram:_

"Your telegram 7th June. Send by Blue Funnel every Thurs_
"day unless you can make certain of regular weekly service via
'I Bombay Negapatam."

My Oommittee would suggest as an alternative route, the weeldy
Marseilles, Bombay, Negapatam, Penang, Singapore service, if connec
tion from, and to Negapatam can be arranged, and would be obliged if
you will communicate by telegraph with London, this suggestion.

The'Te is, as you are of course aware, a frequent service of steam.
ers from Singapore to Hongkong and Shanghai and back.-l have, etc.,

Sir,-vVith reference to your letter of the 1st .May, I have the
honour to info,rm you that I have sent a code telegram to Postmaster
General, London, of whidl the decode is as follo ws :_

"My telegram 17th April. Chamber of Commerce ask me to
i( teMegraph as foFlows. (Begins) Suggest an .alternative route
« weekly service via Marseilles, Bembay, Negapatam, Penang, Singa_
"pore if Controller can release ships so as to make this service a
U weekly service. A regular weekly service via Negapatam would
:' be of greatest value to British trade in South China. n

I trust that this teleg.ram will meet the vimvs of your Committee._
have, etc.,

The Secretary,

Hongkong General Chamber of Commerce.

S. B. O. ROSS,
Postmaster Gene.ral.

General POf::L ORice,

Hongkong, 10th June, 1919.

GeneL'al Post Office,

Hongkong, 22nd April, 1919,

tion which I recently had with
Sir.-With reference t~ a .co;,;::~: the honour to inform you t~at

the Chairman of your CommIttee, tl General Post Office., London.
1 have s-ent the following telegralin \.0 .tIe B. itish Chamber of Oommerce

"Your telegram 14t 1 £'1.prl I' . d mails via Suez and-
" "sk me to telesrraph as follows. dBegllIlS, ~enVan' .,,'ollver if certain" ~ L' Sen a <:0 VIa ~
"include Blue Funnel me.. B~ t ill be made. Do not

. -tl Empress oa wI; that connectIOn WI· 1. an

"send via U.S:A.", ti,e wishes of your' Committee~I have,.I hope that this WIll meet

S. B. C. ROSS,
Postmaster General.

k G al Chamber of Commerce,Hong ang ener .
Hongkong, 24th ApI'll, ]919.

.. . lll' Committee to acknowledge and to thank
Sir.-I am directed by ,Y . I tl r telegraphic correspon-

. I 26tl It covenng ur Ie ' . tlYOU for .... our letteiI' 0 - 1 ~1. II tI, Officer Administermg ,Ie
. d b t en HIS Exec eney e ., I . I cedence exchange e we f St t lor the Colomes WIt 1 ~e cren

d th Secretan' 0 a eGovernment an e ~,t

t(. the mail servicefromllOme.-Iam.e c., LIAMS
E. A. M. WIL ,

Secretary.

S. 13. C. Ross l Esq.,
Postmaster General.

H k General Ghamber of Commerce,ong ong
Hongkong, 1st, May, 1919.

. m Committee to acknowledge and to thank
Sir -1 am dIrected by y t' t copy of a telegram

' I th 22nd nIt set mg au . . Ch'
you for your letter. 0 . h ep t 1 \.utilQrities at Home regardmg, ma
(lesQatched by you to t e os a 1:

Im;ard Mails.

The Secretary, C rce
Hongkong General Chamber of omme .

D

Translation of Code Telegram.
'1...' L'ecl'ctary of State, London.J'.rom 0

To Governor, Hongkong.

Date 19th March, 1919t, that mails were detained in
Your telegram ,loth March. ~e~o:il: were d~spatched via North

LODdon in Jauuary IS not cor.rect2'2 d January' delay is due to present
. I J 18th Jannar" n '. S

AmerIca 7t 1 an~~ry P 'fi. i a.ve siur-Po been sent VIa nez.
irregularity of saIlmgs on aCl C 1<

MILNER.

24
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S. B. C. ROSS,
Postmaster General.

of Commerce!
5th March, 1919.

E

Hongkong General Ohamber

Hongkong,

E. A. M. WILLIAMS,
Secretary.

H. J. BRETT

Commercial Secl:etary.

The Secretary,

Hongkong General Chamber of Commerce.

H J. Brett, Esq.,

Commercial Secretary f Io ...egation,
Hongkong.

Office of H M C .. '. . omme.! CIal Secretary for South China,

Hongkong, 6th March, 1919.

Dear Sir,-l beg' to acknowl d 1
letter of ;yesterday's dat h . e ge WIt.) thanks the receipthn I e, W el'em you mfo 1 of your-
,H' (one me the 1,0no f I' . rm me t lat yonr C .

(' f' '1 C. Ul' 0 e ectmg me an H ommlttee
T new ommIttee Df the Chamber. - onoral'y Member of the

I shall be obliged if 'll
fo\' ~his act of courtesy o~o~h;ill' c~~ve.y my thanks ·to your Committee
placmg the Ohamber R p,alt, and also for their kind .oom at my dIsposal t ness In

I am at the same t,' as a emporary office
. me most grat fIf'

aSSIstance, of which I shall not f '1 t e u. or your personal offe·r of. at 0 avail myself.-Yours, etc.,

Dear Sir,-At a Meetin f .
,yesterday, a letter announcin g 0 the Co~mlttee of this eharobe'l' held.
C.:U.G., Oommercial Co II g your appomtment from Mr H H FCJ . - unse or of Legatio t SI . . . ox, lauman. n a langhai, was read by th~'

I was directed to extend toand to advise you that it h b you a. hearty welcome to the Colony
Honorary Member of th~ Ge': ~e~ una,:nmously decided to elect you a;

The Uha b R era ommIttee of the Ohamber
ill er oom my 00 't .

at your disposal until yo~r perm~n~~tteeffihavemuch pleasure in placing-
shall be glad to give . 0 ce has been arranged d 1. you every aSSIstance in my Y' an. . power.~ ours, etc.,

E. A.M. WILLIAMS,
ljecre·tary.

S. B. C. Hoss, Esq.,
postmaster General.

Hongkong General Ohamber of Commerce,
Hongkong, 12th June, 1919.

Sir,--I have the honour to acknowledge. and to thank you {or your
Jetter No. 3331/19 of loth instant on the subject of DELAY TO INWARD
MAILS, which letter only reached me at 3.35 p.m. yesterday.

My Oommittee is of opinion that the proposals contained in your
letter are the best possible under the circumstances, and approve your
draft telegraphic reply to the Postmaster General's telegram of 7th

instant.-l have) etc.,

E
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COMMERCIAL ATTACHE FOR SOUTH CHINA.

Office of H. B. M. Commercial Attache in China.
Shanghai, 20th January, 1919.

Sir,-I hav,e the honour to inform you that H.M. Principal Secretary
-of State for Foreign Affairs has decided that the designation of the
commercial Attache (First Grade) in China shall be altered to Commercial
Counsellor of Legation. In the same way the t.itle of the Assistant Com
m.ercial Attache for South China, who is about to be appointed, will be
changed to Commercial Sec'retary of Legation.

My headquarters will continue for the present to be at Shanghai
where my Office will henceforth be known a~ Office of the Commercial
Counsello'r to H. M. Legation, Peking.-I have, etc.,

HARRY H. FOX,
Commercial Counsellor o'! Legation.

D

The Chairman,
Hongkong General Chamber of Commerce.

rhe Secretary,
Hongkong General Chamber of Commerce.

1 shall be glad to know the views of your Oommittee. I would of
-course telegraph to London and ask that mails be sent via Marseilles
Bombay Negapatam as soon as a regular service can be guaranteed. In
the mean time I believe that the Blue Funnel will be the more regular

.service.-I have, etc.,



A. DUNCUM,
Secretary.

The Secretary,
Hpngkong General Chamber of Commerce.

Oopy of Resolutions adopted at the Emergency Meeting of
Membel's of the Ohamber of Commerce, held on

Thursday, the 12th,instant, at 3 p.m.

Exhaustive Speech by the Chairman.

IMPORTANT RESOLUTION BY THE CHAMBER OF COMMERCE.

BANISH THE HUN FROM CEYLON.

F

THE CEYLON CHAMBER OF COMMERCE.

CIRCULAR.

TRADING OF ALIENS FR01.-! LATE ENEMY COUNTRIES.

Deal' Sir,-For the information of your Committee I enclose here
with two copies of the resolutions adopted at a Meeting of this Chamber
held on the 12th instant, together with two copies of the complete pro
ceedings of such .JIeeting.-Yours, etc.,

The Oeylon Chamber of Comme'rce,

Colombo, 21st December, 1918.

1. That no subject of any Enemy Oount.ry, nor subject of an
Enemy Country naturalized in any Neutral Oountry, shall, in future, be
allowed to trade in this Colony either as principal or emplo.yee, or to
own 01' lease property.

2. 'l'hat no imports from, or exports to, any Enemy Country shall
be permitted except through subjects of, or firms controlleu by subjecte
of, Great Britain, her Allies, or tbe United States of America.
Colombo, 11th December, 1918.

29

EXOLUSION OF GERMANS FROM CEYLON.

An emergency meeting of the members of the Ceylon Chamber of
Commerce was hellI at their rooms on Thu.rsday the ]2th December, 19]8.
at 3 p.m. Mr. Jas. Lochol'e, Chairman, presided. Members present were:
Messrs. Atkinson, 'V. H.; Bacot, G. R.; Bibby, H. C.; Blande, N. R. j

Bois, Herbert; Boys, Arthur; Brodie, W. C.; Brown, R. J.; Bure, P. De;.

P. H. HOLYOAK,
Chairman.

E

K.C.M.G.

Hongkong

Sir J. Jordan, G.O.I.E., K.C.B.,

H. B. M. Minister,

Peking.

General Chamber of Commerce,

Hcngkong, 15th March, 1919.

k Id and to thank! I have the honoul' to ac now e ge <
Your Excel ency,- d .. (}'" th .appointm.ent of the Com-

au for your letter of 28th ult., a V15111 0 -., ~
.Y . ~ f L gation for South ChIna.
mercIaI Secretary a e .' . ~d d taken up his duties, has been

Mr. Brett who ha-s now a·nne an H l' Member of the Gen-
I d b the Chamber and made an onora ywe come y ,

eral Committee. . ' of the Cham-r nclose for your Excellency's mfonnatlOo, a copy
her's let~er to Mr. Brett, and his l'eply.-I have, etc.,

1.'he Chairman,
Hongkong General Chamber of Commerce.

J. N. JORDAN.

British Legation,

. Peki"ng, 28th February, 1919.

letter of S.eptember 19th last I informed you that Hi8
81r,-In my ,OJ •• Ie the creation of the

!\olajesty's Government had
h

apPtfied ~~ngPn:~ld. that l'ecommendation6
post of CommercIal Attac e a ong, . t t f a
had been telegraphe.d to London in regard to the appom men 0

suitable officer. .., tl t a.rrangements have
I have now pleasure m, l~formlllg Y~~ilitlabe fiiled by Mr. H. J.

been made ,vhereby the post w~ll 1~ all ,pro? Chi~a an officer of whose
Brett, of His M?,jesty'~ Con~u.ar er~lCeh1;se seledtion will, I feel r.on-

.afibdilit[ ~ee:~:rct::e: :;gt~eOP~:lrOc~n~fe c:mmunity at Hongkong
f
.

en , Sh I' where he has or somc
Mr. Brett, who is at prese~t at. a~glal t" with the Tariff

b d on specIal work III connec Ion d
time past een engage H k . a few dRYS time, an
Revision Conference, will leave for t on.~. onf ~:tting himself in touch
will on arrival take an early oppor um y 0

1-yith your Chamber.-I am, etc.,
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Cary, M. J. ; Ohalk, F. VV.; Cla.rk, E. S.; Clayes, L. des; Oollett; ~·FS. ;
Darby, R. F.; Dulling, H. H.; Dwrrant, ~' C.; Evans, R. "., ;a:
,y S' :Forbes O. E.' Gibbs F. C.; GIll, Geo.; Gordon, O. . ,
G~'rd~~J R.; G:iggs, O. 'R. ; Ha~scomb, H .. J. ; Hawkes, F. J.; ~a}l~,
S. P.; Hayward, E. J.; HiU, H. V.; Jolhffe, F. E.; John, E. J 0 ~
Reginald; Jones, S. Oxton; KeelI, W. j Lawre~e,TE . }~ j ~~ef6o~ia~ci:
Leefe, L. 0.; Lubbock, ~~. E.; Macka~, \V. " .; ac ~e,. Mathews'
l\'[ackwood, F. 0.; Magofls, J. A. ; Martm, A: ~" Masters, E. , '

1 . Mathews R. L.. McCallum, W. R. ; McGl1hvray, J. A. ; McIutyre
h
, E

jl
·

,. , , , d M'tel II F S • Mltc e,;: . McLatter P,.· Meaden R.; Mel, H. L. e ; 1 16, . ., '

~,\:., E . Montg'om~ry J. B.'; Parsons, P. J.; Patterson,~. S. M.; ~~tdte_'-
. . , , 'j' '''f P' G R,ce E C . Rl goson, A. F.; Philpott, R. S. ; Plu IpS, \ .; nce, ~o.; "'.'81' i e'

J A . Ross 'V. Sutherland; Saalfield, R. S.; SImpson, O. G. H ~~ n
t

:
~ D'. Southwood R. E.; Spill, L.; Street, F. F:; Tarrant, er er ~
Tatll;~ T. H.; T~rry, A. F. V\Tallace; Trevanion, C. C.; Turnb~ll,~.:
',Vagner: T. E.; \~aldo.ck, A. P. ~ vValdock, F .. W.; Watso;~. ~nd A~
Wellard, O. H.; \Vlttenng, F. 0.; Yeats, F. H., Young, C. ,

Duncum, (Secretary.) . . the meeting afteir whicn
The Secretary read the notIce convenmg

the Chairman addressed the meeting.

THE CHAIRMAN'S ADDRESS.

The Chairman said: After four yeaifs of the greatest and most
bitter struggle the world has ,ever known, hostilities have at l~st ceased,
and we all fervently hope will ne'Ve<r be resu~ed: A mo~tt ago ou;
greatest enemies were compelled to seek an arm~stIcc, b~t e o~~ ~~~l~
inn' their request the Allies imposed terms, t e accep ance he
a~ounted practically to unconditional ~urrender and tdhethcollapsjed °lof,\o

f G hlCh has menace e wor
cursed militarY(Asys~~m 0) .:;~~~y P:ace Conference which will sh.ortly
many years. pp ""use. . . 1 t b ttl d promment
commence its sittings many questlOn~ WI~l lave 0 e se . e '. 1
among which is one that is now forcmg Its~lf before the ~':~~~~rn::::;
the question as to whether ,;e sl!all adm~t Gel'ma~l:Snbeen arranged,
~;ubje·:::ts into India. and o~r Cololl1es~ &fter.ta

t
pedaecec'ided to summon this

d· th uposes Your comml ee
bl' tl'U lllg 01' 0 e1' pli \ .. b ! this Chamber should have an

t" . order that tIe mem el's 0 .

:;;o~~~n~~y of expressing ther.nselv~s.on thhi~cj~i~~; ~~~~tyal~~uq~~s~:~
I .., "n the pubhe opmIOn w 1

am Jom In V01C~ g . t Gentlemen I think I voicl) your
emphatic expresslOn . lt; oth~r t[ua~t~:; members of the mercantile com
opinion and the opml.on 0 l~ h I say that we do not desire the
munity unable to be with.us to- a.Y1 w en ,
Germans back in our midst agam.

WE 'VOULD RESENT THEIR REAPPEARANCE

F f years the rest of mankind
in this Colony most bitterly. or o.ver h~~~ their nation has conducted
has beheld with homor t~e manntrot,,;:rld dominion. l.'heir absolutely
a war aimed at the aclll~vemen all nations their barbarous cruelty
brutal disregard of the ,1'1gh

f
ts of sm d child;en dastardly subma.rine

and cold blooded murder 0 womeD an ,
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atta-eks on hospital ships, causing the death of wounded soldiers a.nd
defenceless women, and the terrible tortures to which wounded and
helpless prisoners of ,~ar have been and arc still being subjected (of
whIch wc read every hme we open a newspaper) constitute a record of
shame impossible for us ever to forget (Hear hear). No indications. of
l'e.pentance have, so fUll' as I am aware, yet appeared, nor regret for the
m~sdeeds which have out·raged humanity, and we must refuse to associate
WIth the members of such a race. To allow them to trade in this Oolony
would be to open the docl' for the introduction of all the old methods
of business with which we are so familiar. Their Ireturn to Ceylon
would be inimical to British trade which they would undoubtedly make
every effort to undermine by all the ingenuity at their command. ""Ve
know how the piece goods trade was built up here by the Germans in
pre-war days, how an eVClr increasing hold was being obtained on the
kc.al plumbago industry whereby the Germans were in a position to pro
vide their country with an article so necessary for the making of munitions
with which they hoped to utterly destroy the British nation. Every
German here in pre-war days •

WAS A POTENTIAL SPY,

and if allowed hack is sure to be one in the future. It is impossible for
UF to consider with equanimity a !return to the old order of things and
cabnl,! look on without protest ,at tDe return of the Germans. None of
them who traded here before war has been missed in the past four years.
01"'_ the contrary, I venture to suggest that ionditions of trade have been
healthier and sounde.r since they departed. The pernicious system of
credit which they encouraged was ,undermining British trade in this
Colony, the bounty system of their counol'y giving them an undoubted
2:dvantagc. All Germany's Oolonies have been wrested from her and
those who have recently spoken lor Great Britain and her Dominions
have declared in most emphatic terms that it is unthinkable that any
one of them will be restored to an enemy who has failed to realise what
honoll.r, justice and mercy mean, and who has deliberately ignored those
princip1es of humanity which civilised nations are expected to
observe and respect in Vlar as well as in Peace. Can one imagine
for a moment that the unfortunate inhabitants of those late
German Colonies would, if the decision ,,'ere left to them, desire to be
again placed under a yoke nrom which they have so recently been deliver
ed 1 Emphatically No! British statesmen have in the last few days said
that all Germans interned in Britain will be repa.tria-ted at the conclusion
of Peace and that no others will be allowed to Cflme in, and that is what
we desire for Ceylon. As a nation, we .Rritish are very ready to forgive
and, perhaps) too prone to forl;et, but, it is to be hoped there will be
no forgiveness by us of the German people for their share in this terrible
war. The crimes they have committed

CAN NEVER BE FORGOTTEN BY THIS GENERATlON.

Doubtless most of you have read thCJ letter addressed to the><
Government of India by the Madras Chamber of Commerce which



32

F

" the 9th of December. The
appeared in the « Times of Ce'ylo~, re~~ a.nxiety amongst the ~e.mbers
M dras Chamber referred to. the very g t of the re-admlsslOll ~{

a . tv at the prospec . "t" th IfDI' the commercIal commUlll oJ I fOol' legislation prohlbl mg. e
b · t nd pressed strong y , I tl perIod of

enemy Stl Jec. sad nditions whatsoever for a eng 1Y. rn-
return to IndIa un e1' any COn d d to the preferential treatment. In fO ..

afte'r the war. They a u e . fi artners of willch lave
~:~r:on with British fir~~ accor~edtfore~gn~ i~~tS~n~es of which had been
been naturalised as BntIsh SU~l;C sh ill They also pointed out that for
, ht to the notice of that am er. d the enemy peoples a5
~~~~gyears the Allied Government.s have h~~e ~tamber maintained that

xample of all that is contcmptlbl~, ~.nd from business throughout
an e .. f nemy m~luence f C m
the complete eradlcatlOn ~ e The Bombay Chamber 0 0,.;
india was of paramou~t I~~t:rt~~c:l~isChamber stating t.iley had ~e~~;
merce .recently addresse a ~ . of the German pnson~rs 0

th -t the commerCIal :o.ectlOn. . I 'T' oy praymg to bea l'umour a . etlhon t 1e lcer , b
inte,rned in indIa .were .about f,Q P tinue their business..Tl.lC Born .ay
allowed to remain ~n In~;o:;dt~~irco~epresentationst~1a~ slmll:\h:~h~~
Ul·ha~:e~e ~:~e~sin

0

I:~ia to tllat .contdemplated :~ p~~~~~~:'W~~10Ut being
S lOU '. d. h uld be ,renatnate as soon
Germans III In 1a so. ", t confinement.
.... nowed to break ~rom thea presen b sUTed they have OUf. f~l~est sup·
a In that I think they can ,~e11 h e a~ made in the adJolDmg Con.

oTt. The emphatic protest whIch . as hoe:l~ be re-echoed in Ceylon and
Pt' nt of India· and in other q uartel s tS command. Gentlemen, I beg
me .th 11 the power a ourir" this Chamber WI a ..
' the f.ollowing resolutlon.-tc p·ropose

THE RESOLUTION.

m "'ountry nor subject of an enem~
(1.) That no subject of any ene y,-, sh;11 ir. future, be alloweo.

country natura~ized lin an~t~el1t~~1 PCI~~~:;;i or e~lployee, or to own or
to trade in tIllS Co ony eI er III

lease property. . ods to, any ,:memy country ~ 13 ,
(2) That no Imports from" or exp fi ceni-rolled by subJeet~

. h I bJects of or rms .
be permitted except t rOI~gl Sil the United States of AmerIca..
0t Great Brita.in, her A le8, or,

THE SECONDER'S REMARKS.

, 'd that afte,r tho.. d· the resolutIOn sal .
Mr. Herbert BOIS m secon mg b the Chai.rman, he dId .not.

exhaustive and forcibled~~mar~l~e::a~ta~ length, but he would h~:..
think it necessary to a less t-h what the effe·et of the r~sho d

. t out to -- em th Chamber ahowever, to POlD d why the Committee of e Th firs1,
tions would be an d rt them in that form. e d

ht it necessary to r.a bing freedom of tra e
~hoUI~tion dealt with two factors, ~~le ~~st re;ards freedom of trade

~~s; the second the ri~~~to~f °t~:e::r',Pth;/extended' to ~dll ~h~Om~nel~:
rior to the commence h arne as were accor e . .

p ld the privileges exactly t e s b d but to theIr bItter
th;~e:orThere was no favour ~hot:vn It~t ::- yOe:r~ that those privileges
s~ .. t nt 'hey had learnt III ne adisappom me ,

33

F

which were accorded so willingly, had in many caseE, been abused and
advantage taken to aim direct at the heart of British trade. As regards.
the question of ownership of propert,y, he thought it must strike them
all that in view of the abominable behaviour of their enemies it was.
highly desirable that the;.\' should not enter into bonds of ownership .)!'"

have any ,right to any property in Oeylon, which should be accorded to
dccent people. (Hear, hear.) The second part of the resolution dealH'
with the question of inter-change of commodities between Ceylon and
enem,y countries. This l'esolution was a ve·ry wise one and the reason
fOl" thinking· so was that unless they safeguarded themselves by a resolu
tion couched in these or similar' terms they w.ere certain to have estab
lished in this City firms who, though neutral on the surface in name,
would really be- nothing less than di,reet representatives of the very
people whom they desired to exclude. (Hear, he'ar.) He, therefore.
thought it most important to take steps to exclude that possibilit.v.
As of ineres£ to those present he read the terms of the resolution whi""!l
had been passed by the Singapore Chamber of Commerce. It was to
the following effect: In view of the fact that the war was indisputably
due to German intrigue, and as a protest against the g.ross barbarity
with which the German Army and Navy had conducted it and the
apparent acquiescence of the German people to such methods the Com
mittee of the Singapoj'c Chamber of Oommerce was of opinion that it
recommend to Government that no German subject should be permitted
fol' ten years a·fter the settlement of peace, to land, ,reside or trado
within the ,Oolony of the Straits Settlements. (Hear, hear.) The,y alI
emphasized very thOrroughly that resolution, but he saw one fault. It
assumed that after ten years the Germans were going to be fit to share
with the Colonials of the Straits Settlements, their rights and privileges,
"Gentlemen, I doubt that and say that Germany is an absolutely unre
puntant, immoral, debased race and I very much doubt that even ten:
years will teach them that it is bette·r to run straight in trade than force
Jright over right. (Hear, hear.) Therefore, I think, that our reso
lution is wiser and better than that proposed and passed by the Singa
pore Chamber ·of Commerce." (Hear, hear.) In conclusion :&-fr. Bois
said tha,t there should be no limitations· as .-egards time. (Hear, hear.)
There was another point he 'wished to touch upon and that was this. It
was hardly possible for the Government at home to formulate exactly
what was going to be uone as regards the general question of wO'rld
trade. But he thought that the members of the Chamber by passing a
resolution ·of this nature could ·indicate what their feelings and sentiments
were and that indication would be of value in helping the higgeT authori~
ties to determine their course of action. He trusted the members of the
Chamber present would pass the resolution unanimously, because by so
doing they would do something towards avoiding contamination if enemy
subjects were allowed to land on these shores. (Hear, hear.) He begged
formall,Y to second the resolution proposed by thA Chairman.

:MR. CARY SUPPORTS.

:Mr. .1\[ J. Cary, in supporting the resolution, saId: In the absence
of the Vice-Ohairman. I have been asked' to support the .resolution on
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behalf of the Committee. We are fortunate in this Colony in haying
entirely eradicated enemy influence in business and the necessitjo' of
gafeguards being taken against the recurrence of this malign influenc·~,

in futu:r~, has not been lost sight of. The resolution is in two parts, the
first which has been dwelt on by the previous speaker prohibits an)
subject of DUX late enemies from ever again trading eithcT as principal
or employee in this Colony and from being allowed to buy or lease land.
Your Committee is strongly of opinion that the first resolution alone is
insufficient. The militarism of Germany to crush which our Empire has
sacrificed its sons has not) as we all kno,v. been limited to the action
of the enemy's armed forces. It has entered into every phase of their
national life, in diplomacy and in commerce. \Ve know that before t.h~
war the policy of peaceful penetration had enabled our enemies to get
an octopus-like grip upon the commerce of the world. "Ve must take
steps in conformity with other parts of the Empire to prevent such re
newed aggression on the part -of the Central Empires and to reduce, or
ehminate, the powers of such aggression at any rate until Elich time a~
the leopard changes his spots, and the Hun and his partners rcalise that
.eommerce cannot again be built up as the result of dishonest competition
.:and trickery, but only by fair uealing with mutual respect and co
oper,ation. On the subject of unfair and dishonest competition, I could
:say a good deal from personal experience. I will gi\'c one instance.
About 5 ye.ars ago, I was discussing business with a partner, in a large
enemy firm and the questi.on came up as to what another firm was quot
ing, "That, of course, we, I said, cannot know 3,S they will not tell yOll,
",,",-hen I got this .reply: "For a few rupees you can always find out what
JS going on any office in Colombo and I make it a point of doing so.·'
"'e must, however, frankly realise that after peace is signed a certain
.amount of trade, I hope strictly limited, with the Ce'ntJ"al Powers must
be resumed, It is obvious that Great Britain and her Allies will not
monopolise the world's supply of those minerals, raw materials and
tropical products which they now control and which are vital to the
,existence ,of our enemies as well as to the Allied nations. 'Ne in t,his
Colony do not desire to prevent. ottr late enemics from getting, in dne
time a share of the Island's produce, neither is it in t,he intel'Cst. of
the Colony itself to prohibit the import from enemy countries of such
goods as they can supply and we neeu foe agriculture and ~,)llSineS8, Further,
if all opportunities of trading with the AllieR are denl~d to t,h~ Cent:al
Empires, it will be impossible for them to meet the mdemmtles, buIld
the shipping or fulfil the other obligations which we confidently expect
to see imposed by the terms of peace, but in renewing trade we mnst
.see that it goes through only such channels as we may be sure are not
likely to come under the influence and domination of enemy intrigue
and it is for this reason that the second part, of the resolution has been
dl'afted limiting trade in future with enemy countries to British. and
Allied firms. In an' interview with Sir L. \Vorthington Evans publtshed
in the papers a week or so ago, he explained how overwhelming was
the temptation of financial profit to those neutral countries near Ger~a?-y
to supply her illicitly with the artic.les of food and other ~o~m~dItles
}yhich she 60 vitally needed and it was this that made the ratlOnmg of
lleutrals neces,sar,Y. 'Ve may be sure that the pressure put upon neutrals

to foster the trade of the Central E .,. .
peace has been signed '1.1 . mpll~S wIll be. not less mestimable when
t d·· <: llu OuI enemIeS are I 't·
ra l.n? WIth outside (:ountrie1;. "rhat i" n a POSl IOn to resume

condItIOns, enemy subject f .. s to prevent, unde,r existing
finn already established al~ rom acqlllnng the control of some neutral
firms and not nayin ong us or even from establishing new neutral

. - g a cappel' of our I ' 1 t .
entirely fol' Germany-'s . " S mpena axatlOIi but working

I
• InLerests. 'uch dan . 1 ' .

¥.. le.n trade must pass through the hand . gel' IS . al~gely ehmmated
'Va know quite well that. .' s .of Great Bntam or her Allies.
tl

. OUJ: enemIes wIll spa' '.
lell' agents under \'arious "UI· t . Ie no mtngue to enable

tl .." ses ,0 agum expl it B ·t· he] .
Ie. pressure on neutral nations to permit G 0 1'1 IS. Oomes and'

easIly naturalised as thei b· t erman born alIens to become
B

. ., ,. r su Jec_e> and -thus enga . .h. d .
ntam s Oololl1es iF! a lact tJ t I ge In Ha e III Greator la las to be fa d N

now controls capit.al or credit in Great B. .ce. 0 e.nemy country
but such an enemy capital and credit . rlt~'Hl and AllIed e~untries,
the seeond part of the resol\,t· . d exfIstS In neutral countrIes, and.

. -lOn IS ra ted to p - t I .
resources beIng used to est bI· I 0 . . re~en sue 1 finanCIal

k
a IS 1 e.rman trade In th C 1 d

Wor up a business fa tl 0 IS 0 ony an thus. . r 1e ermans at t' t' I
rest1'lctlOns against German had . b ne Ime w)oeD the present
ere difficult and critl·ca] t,· e

l
m~~y e lessened or removed. There

mes a leau of th "b' ..
mcrce," but we are confide-nt tl1at h .ll e. arque of Bntish corn~:
adverse currents if the Br,·t,· h 0- s e WI wm through all storms and'

r . . s ovemlnent protect h f h
o. the SInIster and hidden submarine of G ~ c:, rom t e menace
methods. The resolutions arc n t d dc~man mtrIgue, and businesJ3
but they correctly inte.rpre~ed tl~ wor.3 In e.xact leg.al phraseology,
Chamber of Commerce but of a~ conSI er~d ~Iews of not merely the
A copy will be sent to the local G ~e~'cantlle I~terests in this Island.
sent to the Sccretary of Stat' f O\~llll~ent ~lth a request that it be
IJnanimously carried UI'l. I feel ~~re o:;levl~v·'I]ablonbles ah~ter th~y have been

v ley t IS meetmg.

FRE~CH OPI~lON.

Mr. P. de BU1'c risincr amid t I .
speak on the resolutidn itself as is, app ause, s~ld he. did not want to'
pol!tics ~f this country but he mtl~twa:'v~o~ for hlln to, mterfe!'e with ~he
which nllght be useful 'Vh ' 18~1 eot le Chambet some mformatlOn
t p . en In i ermany took f F I
wo rovinces of AI~:lace and Lorraine tl ~ I· rO?1 rance ler

position of choosing whethel. tl 1C popu atlOn were In the difficult
G

' ley were to 'remain Fib
erma.n citizens. Those who cllose' t· renc 1 or ecome

. . . - ,0 remaIn French w t II
remaIn In the countr,Y and they mi rat d . . ere no a owed to
s<:mds. and enlisted in the fa.m~us F~retn ~ t~eI.l' hundreds and thou
AlsatIans, therefore escaped log e~lOn. Many thousands of
tl F

' rom ermany In order t .1
1e ~ rench flag That I· d- tl _ 1 ' . 0 serve unuer

used in the G~l'm pexp ame . 10 latred and the vehement language

L
. - an ress agamst those fine troops 01 tl F .

eglOn The p,>pulat" tl t . Ie orelgn.. IOn In remamed thought that b d' h
"ere there fol' a. u'>eful y so OIng t ey
Yet re . . I pnrpose, that some Fr,ench blood micrht
'. main lTI Lle country. There were. families where th .."
llllgrated and rPlll<1ined French and the old m h . e ~ons had
were thus e:lt awa.y from tl . TI en w 0 remaIned In Alsace
French wnrc not ';'Ilowed ta~el,remO'av,.n., t101se who had chosen to remain

n In 1e country Th t dnot allowed t 1 J . . e ra ers were
o open y lave name bon.rds i.n French the,·, cb'ld, ._ .. ' I ren were



06

F

not permitted to be taught French. And what was worse a· time when
1Il0 passports were used in any part of the world, strict passports were
required of Frenchmen to come over to Alsace and Lo.rraine and no
vexation wa,s spared the population. He had known of instances of
sons being refused to go to the death bed of their father or mother
because they had chosen to rema,in Fr-ench. Of course, they were not
$upposed to imitate German methods. The measures the Allies deemed
fit to impose against Ge1rman invasion of our colonies and countries
would seem to be very light when compared with German methods.
{Applause.)

CEYLON BRITlSHER'S OPJ~IO::\.

M.l'. H. L. de Mel, C.B.E., said he should not like to give a silent
vote on so important a resolution. 'l'he Chairman and the seconder
had so a.bl;}' put their considered thoughts that it needed little support
from him as a Ceylonese Britisher (Cheers.) As a Britisher of Ceylon
.and in Ceylon he felt he was voicing the sentiments of his countrymen
'whether they are engaged in industry or commerce, 01' whether they
looked upon the enemy from a social or moral point of view. Most of
them during the last two decades knew' to their cost what the peaceful
penetration of the enemy was. The generosity of the British allowed
them to share the privilege which was the birth-right of the British-e1's.
llt. was time that they emphasized with .all the power that they could
command that the proposal before the house should go before the
Secretary of ,state and those leaders who wel'e shortly going to the
Councils in France to regulate and reconstruct the destiny of the worlJ
in future. He need say very little more except that the resolution as
.it was submitted to the house was broad in principle, it was just in
<Jonception and was protective in design. He had great pleasure in
associating himself and supporting the resolution, which had been put

forwa.rd from the chair. (Applause.)

A VOTE OIl' WARNING.

Mr. F. J. Hawkes said that they were thankful to the Chairma·ft
.and the Committee for bringing that resolution forward. He was sure
there was not a single man in the mercantile community who would not
welcome this. opportunity of voicing his sentiments about what the enemy
had done for the past fQur and a half years. At the last general meet
ing of the Chamber he ventured to point out the peaceful penetration
of the enemy in their commercial circles. He ventured to warn the
cummunity that, that peac,eful penetration or penetration without peace
was not finished and that it continued. He rea-lly believed that to-day
in their midst there was the foundatlOll laid upon which their enemy
hoped to build a monument of commerce in this centre. They had got
to watch him more, to-day thRill they watched him in the past. They
knew how clever the enemy was, how ambitious, how cunning. Let them
watch' the enemy: and keep him out and defend themseh'es in the future.
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A ve~y clever writer once said that" If there is one thing worse th t.J
"'ar It , tl . H an 1e" ." vas 1e III uenee of the conscientious objection to defend one's
self. He hoped that influence was not found here and that th '_ Id b . e enemy
wou. e properly watched and kept out. There was one weakne~s

possIble. It was the possibility of singling out individuals and sa,yin
,{ wen so a,n,d so was a ver;,' good man thougil he was a German.~
(Lal~ghter.) . fhere was no good German-(laughther)-a.nd as a British
s~ldIel' ~uts It, the only good GeTman was a dead one. (Laughter). They
~vere gOI~g to support that resolution with no idea of kicking a fallen
foe, but III ord:r that they might be doubly careful in the future. Trade
there. must be and will be between them and every countrv in raw
matel'lals and manufactured articles. The object of the resol'u'tl·
tot d' . on was
b. ryan retam the frUlts of victory ,,,l1ich had been gathered itli' them

y the brave army and navy of Great Britain and her AHies and not
throw them away. For the sake of those who had fallen and in their
memory they should all support the motion and stand by it for ever.
(Loud applause.)

A NEli'l'IUL VOICE.

Mi'. T. E. Wagner said that as one of the members who would be
~.ffected advers,el.y by .the passing of the resolution, the second part of
Jt, he thought It. was unfair to neutral nations. As Great Britain ,hall
entered the wa,r In the interest and,for the protection of small States
~I.ld he. belonged to one of th.e small States of Europe, he thought the
I~.solubon would operate unfalrly against them. He suggested the dcle
t!on of the second pa,rt of the resolution.

The Chairman after a pause anllou~ced that there bel·ng .,. t .M. ' no seconu-
e.l 0 r. Wagner ~ ~mendment, it fell through. He then put the resolu-
tlOn to the house WhICh was carried with acclamation.

A TRIBGTE TO THE I<'RENCH.

'],11'. p:-. P .. Waldock desired to propose a. vote of sympathy and
c(,ngr~tulahon WIth the French nation on their re-entry into Alsaee d
Lorrame (Applaus) 'TJ I _I • an.. . . e. "ley lau read m the papers recentl f tl
stIrrmg oee h P . y 0 Je. aSlOn w en reSIdent Poincare enter'ed 1\fetz and Stra b .
and th 'fi '. ss mg

e rnagm cent domgs In. connection therewith. He would there!o ·e
ask the Chbtl" am er a record a vote of sympathy and congratulation with

our ga-1lant Ally France" on her re-entry into the lost ProviD"es of
M. dL . -ce an orrame-(loud and continued applause)-and that the same
bE' forwarded to President Poincare through the French Consul

The vote was carried with acclamation. .
This concluded the meeting.
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A copy of tile letter has also becnI have, etc., forwarded to Governrnent._

Hongkong General Chamber of Co. mmerce.
Hong-kong, 7th February 1919.

:-:;ir,~.l have the honour to encla f . '
letter addressed to His "1.0"> II s~ .c·r yom" mformation copy of a

f
J.:Ixce eocy MaJor Ge I V .

o an enclosure received by thO 01 b nera . entns, and a copy
the question of the Service D IfI ,lg~ ler from Pekmg with reference to

o al.- lave, etc.,

WILLIAMS
Secr~tary.

L. CASSEL.
Major.

Deputy Assistant Adju't.ant and
Quarter Master General

China Cornman"

E. A. M. WILLIA~1S.

Secretary.

•Chamber of Commerce.

E. A. M.

HIS .Excellency,
Major General -r.,"> V t·, L'. en 1'1S,

General o.fficer Commanding
China Command. ' •

Tne Honourable
The Colonial Secretary.

Readqua.rters China Co d.' m:1lan -.
H0ngkong, loth February, ~919.

,sir,-ln reply to your letter DKB/AC .
tv the General Officer Comma d" I, . of 7th February addressed
no objection to informing you t~at;h, am dIrected to sa,r that there is
~trongJy recommended to the G v e case of the ~ndian Troops. has been.
~:bose deCIsion has not Y'et b 0 ernmen~ of IndIa and the \V<lr Office

een commulllcated.-I have, etc.,

fhe Secretary,
Hongkong General

J. SlKGH.

"The Secretary,
Hongkong General Chamber of Commerce.

Peking, 20th January, 1919.

8ERVlCE DOLLAR.
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Dear 811',-1 haye learnt with pleasure that your efforts to help
the soldiers and sailors to get the service dollar fixed by the Government
at two shillings haye crowneu with success and it is gratifying to know
timt you are still trying to get this concession granted hom 1st January
19]8 and 1 am s~re that if you will work as you have lately done the
success is snre and certain and I congratulate YOll for this.

1 think yon are perhaps not aware of the fact that the Indian ranks
stationed at Hongkong which are the part of the British anDy have not
been included in the .concession gl'anted by the war office and they are
still labouring under t.he same difficulties and unless you use your good
offices to help them I think they will not gain much.

The Indian army }~s you are fully aware has done their best to
uphold the dignity of The })l'itisl~ Empire, and the Indian people in India
and abroad have spared neither men nor money to offer for the services
of the Empire at the very trying times and thus they have proved them·
selves equally responsible with their rulers for the safety of mankind. Is
it not, now. un-British like to exclncle them of the concession sanctioned
b~' the war office for all the troops in the Hongkong Brigade 1 I hope
::: uu like true Briton exercise yom influence to see that the InJian troops
are included lTl the concession so kindly granted.

The Indian military men al'C very quiet and submissiye and they
dont know how to voice' their ref;'l~ngs, I therefore on their behalf
approach you with a request that yon will please do your best to get
the service dollar concession made apIJlicable to the Indian as well as an
other troops.~I am, etc.)

c

Hongkong Gp,neral Chamber of Commerce,
Hongkong,.7th Februul',Y, 1919.

"(our Excellency.-l haye the hOI~OUl' ·to enclose for your informa
tion copy of a letter recei"cd b:/ this Chamber from Peking having re

f('rence to the question of the Sen'ice Dollar.
It ·would appear to my Coimnittee that if the Indian troops have

,/ a legItimate grievance, this should haye imml}diate and. serious considera-

tion by the Authorities.

Hongkong General Chamher of Commerce,

Hongkong, loth March, 1919.

1) .~.ear >;11' --I have for k I
bringing to th~ notice of thisa~hnowbedg~lent your letter of 20th January
th.c Chinn Command are not re::iv~~ t e fact that the Indian Troops in
1Z'xchaoge, recently conceded to oth g the rbenefit of. the two shillings

er arms 0 the Servlce.
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SHORTAGE OF DOLLARS IN SHANGHAI.

G

b sympatheti-tations have een .
1 am to auyise you that YOl~r. rePhree~:n and the case for the Indmn

t' d ,th AuthorIties, th Governmen~ally tl'ansmltte to ,e
d

b strongly recommended to e
I I nderstan, een

l'l;OOPS las, U. War Office.-Yours, etc.,
or India, and to tIle

H

On November 28th H: M. Consul-General wrote to this Chamber en
closing a copy of the following telegram received from H. M. Minister:

"Ministe'l' of Finance states that Nanking Mint has been Of

"dered to work from 6.30 a.m. to midnig,ht coining dollars only which
"should result in a coinage of 300,000 a day; that Tientsin and Han.
"kui,v Mints have been also ordered to work to full capacity in coin
" iug dollars; that all mints have been ordered in future to charg-~
" only seigniorage and that immediate steps will be taken to estab
(( lish a, brand] mint in Shanghai."

At a general meeting of this Ohamber held on Thursday, Decem bf'r
4th. this reply was carefully dis-cus.sed and it was decided that while the
steps taken to insure to this community an adequate supply of dollars'
were satisfactory the proposal to establish !L branch of the Nanking Mint
in Shanghai was one which this Chamber, acting in conjunction with all
the other Ohambers, should oppose for the reasons set out in the followin~
letter addressed to H. M. Consul-G'cneral on Deeember 8th:

" I have the honour to acknowledge the receipt of ;your letter
"of December 2rltl and to inform you that it was discussed, in con
"nexion with you~ letters of November 24th and 28th, at a meeting
"of my Committee held last Thursday.

" My Committee has been greatly gratified by the promptitude
"with which H. M. Minister dealt with this subject and feels sure
'I that the situation complained of in my letter of November 21st will
" as .a consequence be remedied.

"In regard, however, to the establishment of a hranch of the
'! Nanking Mint at Shanghai my Committee feels exceedingly dubi
I< ous. W,hat is required here is a Central Government Mint under
" foreign supervision, open, as the resolution passed at the recent
"Conference of Chambers stated, to the free coinage of dollars.
"The establishment of a branch of the Nanking Mint will, it is fear.
"ed, only strengthen the hold of the Mint interest----.an exceedingly
" powerful one-over the currency of the country and make reform

r"on the lines suggested at tho Conference, very difficult. Indeed,
"my Committee goe" so far as to think that the proposal to establish
"a. b~anch of the Nanking Mint is a clever moVe made by the
"Mint interest with a view to safeguarding its position and block
(/ ing reform. vVhile asking .you, accordingly, to convey to H. M.
"Minister the Chamber's .Jeep sense of obligation to him for thf>
"promptitude with which he has assured to this community an
"adequate supply of dollars, I have the honour to request you to
f( represent to Sir ,John Jordan in the strongest possible terms the
"dangers ,attendant'upon the-establishment here ·of a branch of the
"Nanking Mint. 'I

This matter is felt here to be one of vital importance t.o the future
of the whole currency <luestion. The Mint interest is an exceeding-Iy
Powerful one and there can be little doubt that this proposai to establish
~ branch 'of the Nanking Mint herein Shanghai is 'ho -more than 'a move
to strengthen the hold of that interest and to block reform.

. . It is suggested, accmdingly, that further representations in the sense
!.ndloa~ed above should be made by the Association of Chambers and I am

Shanghai,

December, 1919.8th

E. A, M, WILLIAMS,
Secretary.

H

•J. Singh, Esq-,
cio. Bulsara Bros.,

Ratamen Street,
Peking,

atter of consider,able
D S' I am l'nstructed to lay before you amear H- '

. , al~ce which ha-8 arisen here. d Mr J". W. Jamieson, C.M.G.
llnpOJ ~n Xovember 21st thi~ ~ham)h

t
: f~:'~:ard tl~e following telegram to

H 1\1 Consul-General (OffiClatmg,
, " ' , P k ' d lik I to causeH M Minister m .c mg

d, 11' . Shanghai is sedous an e Y
b

, f
.' " Shortage of 0 at's 10 • • banks cannot 0 tam Btl -

k t ( t ) fore1gn , '
« trouble in money mar? .s op issue 'and it is becommg Impos-
({ ficient dollars to cover then' no~e. gtao with sufficient amou~t
,. sible to sUPP,ly Paymaster a~~ated coolies (stop) there. I;
"to meet reqUIrements. of reP

N
k' g Mint is wilfully 1.101dmg

tl t DIrect0'r an m . ce and"strong evidence 1a. , k t with objeCt of forcmg up prl r
" dollars from ShanghaI mar de 11 rs are selling ,a,lre~dy at seve~ p~
" increasing his profit (stop) a a h'gher unless present positIOn. IS

, nd may go 1 N k' g Mmt" cent over cost prIce a G nment to compel _ an In. . 1

" remedied (stop) please urge /]verrnment banks in Shan~hal WIt'
I< pedite coinage and supply ov~. . to Nanking daily (stop)
":l~na.rs for the sycee they 'areh:s~~~:n;eed of public mint recoro
" matter is very urgent ~~d emp

"mended at Con~erenceM C nsul-General wrote to this Chamber
Ol~ November 24th H. . 0 h· d him to make representa~

stating that the Diplomatic Bodl .~a:h:~~n~~z:boveindicated an~ th~I:Ht
t;ons to the Chinese Governmen \. point out that the Nankmg I;t
t:l 11inister would at the same 1me than the usual seigniorage upon Its
~h'onld not be all~weld t~dcha~g~i:~::of its coinage at market rates.
<coinage- and that It s IOU no,
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E. M. GULL,
Secretary.

.E. A. M. WILLIAMS,
Secretary.

E. A. M. WILLIAMS,
Secretary.

Umons,

A. .Petroff, Esq.,

Union of Siberian Co-operative
Vla-divostok.

VI da lvostok, 16th January, 1919.

Dear Sirs,-Yesterday we sent .
~~ the brochure of Our MI'. Arcady N :~~r:f/~~Ples of Chinese translation

o.ut the Russian Oo-operation" ~ d Some Words and Statistics
Ct·pIes of ~nglish translation of the sa~e ~o.w h

we beg to forward J'OU 50
Askmg for your kind' . IOC ure.

(I,1'e.. etc., aSSIstance m propagation of the same.-V\Te

Hongkong General Chamber of Commel'ce
Hongkong, 10th MatiCh ;919

Deal' S' J . ' .
- 11',_ am dll'ected b .

0I)f youI r

1
letters of 15th and 16th YJmanY CommIttee to ,acknowledge receipt

amp 1 et " S W nary and al th .I orne ords and Statistics ab'out so. e 5 copIes of the
distribu:e~ ~o t~ank you for this work and to :~:t R~:s~an O.o~operation."

o embers of my Committ yea COpIes have been
ee.- ours, etc.,

Hongkong General Chamber of Co .R mmerce,
ongkong, 10th March 1919

D S' ' .
. ear 11',-1 am directed b mO'
mformation a copy of "A [ . ? Y ommlttee to' enclose foC. e\\ w ol'ds and St . . r you I"

.0-operatIOn," 06pies of -1' 1 I atlstlcs about the R, .
dLstributed to Committe ,\ 11C 1 lave been received by the Chamb ussladn.. ,e. er an

It IS thought that this Book m
of your early departure for Siberia ay ~e ~f some i~te~est t.o you in view

as ra e Commlssloner._I am etc, .,

A. PETROFF.

The Secretary,

Hongkong General Chamber of Cornmerce.

Porf. W. J. Hinton, M.A.,

lJniversity of Hongkong.

..........
A. PETROFF.

The Secretary,
Hongkong General Chamber of Commerce.

Vladivostok, 15th January, 1919.

Dear Sirs,-We beg to send you under separate cover 5 copies of
the brochure of our Mr. Arcady N. Petroff (l Some Words and Statistics
about the Russian Co-operation" translated in chinese. .

'Ve politely ask for your assistance in propagation ot this pamphlet
among those intsitutions that accol'ding to your opinion may be interested
in the Russia.n Co-operation.

Trusting you will kindly look at the contents of the said brochure.

-We a·re, etc.,

I
tiOME WORDS AND STATISTICS ABOUT THE

RUSSIAN CO-OPERATIOX.

E. M. Gull, Es.,
SecretaTy,

Association of Chambers of Commerce,
Shanghai.

E. A. M. WILLIAMS,
Secret.ary.

Hongkong General Chamber of Commerce.
Hongkong, 15th January, 1919.

Dear 8i1',-1 am directed by my Committee to arcknowledge receipt
Qf your letter of 8th nIt. dea-ling with the question of Shortage of Dollars
in Shanghai.

My Oommittee entirely conour with the steps taken through the
medium of the Consul General and H. B. M. Minister at Peking to obtain
an adequate supply of silver dollars and agree in opposing the establish
ment of a branch of the Nanking Mint at Shanghai.-I am, etc.,.

E. A. M. "\Villiams,. Esq.,
Secretary,

Hongkong General Ohamber of Commerce.

to ask you whether your Chamber is in agreement with this one in the
matter and if so whether it approves of further representations being mad~
-in the name of the Association.-Youl'S, etc·,
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9th December, 1919.

Dear 8ir,-1 beg to thank you for your letter of the 8th iust. advising
me that you are sending copieR of Our letter of the 28th of November to
the other Chambers, with a view to representation being made in the
name of the Associated Chambers.

For your- further information, I am sending a translated copy of
letter from this Oharobsr to the Ohinese Ohamber of Oommerce (Ohinkiang)
and a translated copy of their reply.-1 am, etc.,

For the British Chamber of Commerce

(Chinkiang),

(Sgd.) E. G MASTERS,

Chairman.
The Secretary,

British Chamber of Commerce,
Shanghai.
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YANGTSZE CONSERVANCY.

J

British Chamber of Commerce,
ShanghaI, loth' December, 1919.

. , f a letter rcc,eived from the
Dca·f Sir -I enclose hereWIth copyI Qt' asseci at the Conference

, I' f the re80 U Ion p ., t
·(,hinkiang Chamber. n VIew 0 '-t' thought that thIs IS a rna -

. . ' h Y t, Conservancy, 1 IS
in connectIOn WIt an? z.e d k representations.
tel' on which the ASSOCIatIOn shoul rna de which has taken place be-

l enclose also copies of corr~sp~n ~~c.e kiang Chinese Chamber of
tween the Chinkiau? C~a~ber an t t~at ~~:rel is hop"c of getting some
nommerce from wInch It ~vould seem. tl n"t"~r Kindly let me 'know
v , . . t moves In ]C 1 ~ lJt1 •

,thing done If the ASSOCIa l~n of this being dOD-:l.-Yours, etc.,
whether your Chamber approves GULL

. E. M. ,
Secretary.

:E. A. M. Williams, Esq.,

Secr:rt:~~lWng Geneval Chamber of Commerce.

~h Chamber of Commerce, .
Chinkiang, 28th N~vember, 1919.

. . . h t the following River Notification
Dear Sir,-I beg tOcad;Ise ~o~l:e aChinkiang on the 21st, of Novem-

No. 47 was issued by the. us om 0, ,

her 1919;- . CHINKJANG DISTRICT.

. t ounding of thC"-Harbour
I' Notice is hereby gIven that a. rec.en S h H lk "Shanghai"

Ch J Chow SpIt and t ,e u
." between the eng en kIt ded The least watel-tel ff the Hul 'las ex en. I

"show',,; that the pa 1 0 f t ·tt th~ Chinkiang River Guage
"found on the patch was 9 0e WI 1

H showing 7 feet." . I ide the Hulk" Shah "
"D1REC'f10NS :-Vessels ~~~ng a °d~g: of ?~bout 250 feet.

h H lk "ShanghaI at a IS ance t.
"should pass t, e .n . d h fellowing the above direc IOns

"The least. water fonn y,. h . 7 f et "
. l 1 01' kiang RIver Guage s owmg e.

"was 22 feet WIt 1 t Te nn tl t . 0 very distant
. f th patch referred to means 1a ali n 1

The extenSIOn o.e '. Ch' k" will at any rate during the ow
.J.ate the British Con.ce~SIOntI:ffrr~~nl::~munica.tionby river steamer. A~
water season, be ent~re Y cu -bl If t a good ma,ny of the members IJI

. tt whleh proba y a ec s ' .
this 1$ a rna er. ,b brin it to their attentlOn. .
your Chmber you wI.ll, no. douHtBM ~onsul's a-ttentlon to the matter and

This Chamber IS calhng . .. 'bl b brought to heal' on the
h t st preSsure pOSSI e e ' . t tl

suggesting that ~ .e s ron?e d' t 1 undertake steps to amehora -e 1e
·Ch· AuthOrItIes to ImITle Ia e y
\ weSe t I etc .
condition of the. por.- aID,. ., For the BritiRh Chamber of Commerce

(Ghinkiang),
(Sgd.) E. G. MAW£ERS,

Chairman.

British Ohamber of Oommeu-ce,

Chinkiang, 28th November, 1919.

Dear 8ir,-For many years the people of the port of Chinkiang have
been suffering increasing inconvenience and hinderance to their trade by
the formation of the Chin Jun Chow Spit. The Chin Jun Chow Spit grows
bigger ever.y year and is slowly, but surely, strangling the life of Chinkiang
as a port and unless the matter is dealt with, there is little doubt but that
.t.he spit- will extend along the whole of the port frontage to Consular
Bluff and thus completely kill the port and all its trade. Everryone who
lives in a port is affected by the trade which is done. If Chinkiang ceases
to be a port, it will affect everyone living in Chinkiang: therefore, every
body in Chinkiang should make an effort to keep the port ~live. All this
is, of course, well known to you and we tlrust you will forgive us for calling
yonr attention to' a matter which is obvious. We do so because in asking
)'ou to place the matter before your members, we wish to make it quite
clear that it is a matter which affects everyone, both Chinese and Foreign
ers, who Iredde in or have any interest in Chinkiang as a port. We', the
British Chamber of Commerce, wish to do what we can to bring pressure
to bear on the autaoritief' ~oncerned to take this matter in hand at the
earliest possibl:,e moment and the ob~ect of this lett,er is to ask you, the
Chinese Chamber of Oommerce, to coop.e.rate with us as we fear that with_
out your valuable support we cannot successfully pursue our object.

I am, therefore, instructed to ask you to kindly place this matter
befCire your members at an early date and if they arc of t!Je opinion th~t
the questwn is a serious one and needs immediate attention, I shall be
glad to receive their assurance that they are in sympathy with our opinion
that every means shall' be taken to bring strong pressure to hear on the
authorities to at once undelftake mea-suTes to ameliorate the present con
ditions of the port and prevent It from being entIrely cut off from the
river. .



E. A. M. WILLIAMS,
Secretary.

E. M. Gull, Esq.,
Secretary,

Association of Chambel'S of Commerce,
Shanghai.

This is a matter whie-h, if not at once attended to, w.ould appear tfl
threaten much inconvenience to Ohina Ooast Shivping Oompanies, and I
am to state that this Ohamber gives its whole-hearted support to the
efforts being made to bring pre'SSUl'e to bear on the River Oonservancy
Bureau and Maritime Customs Authorities to immediately take the matter
in hand.-YoUlrs, etc.,
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Assuring you of our desire to ~t all times discuss this matter and all
other matters affecting our mutual mterests.-I an", etc.,

For the British Ohamber of Commerce

(Chinkiang),

(Sgd.) E. G. MASTERS,
Chairman.

The Chairman,
Chamber of Commerce,

Chinkiang.

Manchester, 13th October 1919.

INCREASED VALUATION ON BILLS OF LADING.

E. M. GULL,

Secreta.ry.

British Chamber of Commerce,

Shanghai, 9th December, 1919.
Dear Sir,-In c:onnection with the resolution passed at the recent

Conference :_ ,

"That in view of the world wide increa5e in rates of freight
and cargo va-lues, this Conference is strongly of the opinion that
the utmost pressure should be brought to bear on all Shipping
Companies to' increase the ordinary cargo valuation to something
more commensurate with present day v~lue."

I enclose herewith a letter just received from Mr. K. D. Stewart,
formerly a member of the .PIece Goods 'Sub-Committee of this Chamber,
who on leaving Shanghai la,st July wa& asked to interview Messrs. Alfred
Holt &- Co. on the matter.-Your·s, etc.,

K

E. A. M. Williams, Esq.
Secretary,

Honglmng General Chamber of Oommerce.

Dear Sir,-Before I left Shanghai the Committee requested me to
interview Messrs. Alf.r~d Holt and 00. to see whether anything could be
done to alter the present rule that they do not hold themselves responsi
ble for loss on packages exceeding £100 in value. No doubt the Com-

Sir,--I beg to acknowledge receipt of .YOUI' letter st.ating. that sitnc~
the formation of the Chin Jun Chow Spit, it ha·s been growmg bIgger ~;e~
year and that if it is not attended to, it will extend to ~he Consular ~,

which will a.ffect the commerce and inhabitants of Chmklang and pro~~smg

to request the Authorities to take measures to ameliorate the condltlOlls.
This letteif is deeply appreciated b.y us.. . _

Yesterday we assembled the members of tlus Ohamber and tnoy arc
aI! in sympathy with your opinion. We assure you that we shall be yery
glad to co-operate with you in this rna.tter. .. _

We have written to the River Conservancy Bureau amI the Snpeull
tendent of the Maritime Oustoms on the subject.-I am, etc.,

The Chinese Chamber of Oommerc~

Chinkiang,

WU CHIAO YIN,
Chairman.

The tJhamber of Commerce,
Ohinkiahg, 8th Deoember, the 8th Year

of the Chinese Republic,

Rongkong General Chamber of Comm~rce,

Hongkong, 15th JanuaJry, 1920.

E. G. Masters, Esq.,
Chairman,

The British Chambe'r of Commerce,
Chinkiang-.

d . tDear Sir -I am directed by my Committee to fl.cknowle ge ;recelpf
of yourr letter' of lOth ult. and enclosures dea~i~g with th~ srubJe~~i~_

.the silting up of the Yangtsze opposite the BrItIsh ConceSSIOn at
kiang.
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1 d commencing frommittee know that th~s ~at~r has been c e~re ~~ je or £10. per cubic
tl "Oanfa" the limIt IS ,ral·sed to £200. PCI pac g t

10 't t· f tory Yours e e.foot, which:::: think will prove qUi e sa IS ac .-- 1 ,

(Sgd.) K. D. STEWART.

The Secreta.ry.
British. Ohaber of Commerce,

Shanghai.

of Lading. This decisIOn was subsequent!.;, notified in my Circular No~
60. On further consideration, however, I think it is desirable that this
not unimportant side of the Colony's trade should not pass altogether
out of ,record and I shall be glad if you will consult those likely to be
concerned, as to the possibility of statil,g (In each ~ranshipment applica"
tian the" quantity" of each lot of goods in terms of the basis on which
freight is charged for that article, i.e. actual weight, measurement, value
Or other denomination as the case may be.-YoUl·S, etc.,

v, W, TRATMAN,
Superintendent.

D. W. TRA'fMAN.

SUP!3 rintendent.

.E. A. J\L WILLIAMS,

Secretary.

The Secretary,
Hongkong General Chamber of Commerce,

The Superintendent,
Imparts and Exports,

Hongkong.

Imports and Exports Office,

Hongkong, 28t~ January, 1919.

Bir,-With reference to my lettel" No. 1 Confidential of the 3rd
January, I have the hono.ur to forward the enclosed extract from 1:1..

telegram received from the Secr-etary of State.'
2. You are therefore at liberty to treat as public any information

c0ntained in the returns transmitted in my letter under reference except
that a·ppearing unde,r the head of Ii Treasure, U which must remain Con.
fidential and which will be altogether omitted f1'ol:11 the Annual Returns
now 1ll preparation._I am, etc. ,.

Deal' Sil',-Youl' letter of the lItIt instant dealing with statisties of
1'ranshipmen~ Cargo, has, duly been considered by my Oommittee and
the I:;ub-Uommittee appointed to consider the question of "Trade Stati~
stics of the Colony."

I am directed by my' 'Committee to ~tate that there woul<l appear
to them to he no difficulty in snpplying the information required on each
transhipment. apphcation.--l am, etc.,

Hongkong General Chamber. of Comm~rce,

Hongkong, 27th January, 1919.

The Secretary,

Hongkong General Chamber of Commerce.

'L"
TRADE STATISTICS OF THE COLONY.

;,

Imports and Exports Office,

.. Hongkong, 11 th January, 1919.

E. M. Gull, ESQ.,

Secretary.
Association of Chambers of Commerce,

Shanghai.

E. A. M. WILLIAMS,
Secretary.

STATISTICS OF TRANSHIPMENT CARG-Q.

t erfig of a Sub-Dear Sir ~You'will ,remember t,hat at a recen me 1 d
' "'tt t which I was present, I' agree to

Committee of you,r .C~:HlrOll ee, ~. f t 'an8hipment on through Bills
aband9,:q.the analys~s pf cargo arnvmg or 1; .•

Hongk 'ng General Chamber of Commerce,
Hongkong, 19th Jau!1ary, 1920.

Dear 8i1',-1 am to ackn,)wledge your letter1of De~~~b:~n9::yfne:l~~~
with increase in rate.s ?f, treibght. a~~ C~\go +';~u;~'r package or £10 per
information that the lImIt nas een lalse 0 "'"

"ubic 4~~:' is satisfactory, but it is understood th:~ ~~C~I :r::;~~;enItf~~Ii{
r to the Homeward ,FreIght Conference. a g h

~~~')~~Sit appears to be necessary to pursue the matter, fUl'~~~'rs etc.,
I shall be glad to,lhear from you further as to thIS. ,
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D. W. TRATMAN,
Superintendent.

E. A. M. WILLIAMS
Secr~tary.

M

and Exports.

Chamber of Commerce.

D. ~. Tr.atman, Esq.,
SuperIntendent of Imports

Hongkong.

British Chamber of Commerce,
Shanghai, 30th December 1918

Dear Si,,,-My Committee u d ' .
Jt:lve been supplying tl A . n erstand that exporters in Hongkong
., B Ie mencan market w'th W d O'

rowne" heat test-a 1'0 . . 1 00 11 under the
Browne F. I. C. Ho k p c~ss of aJ:?-alysls maugurated 'by Mr..Frank
. I' . ., ng ong, -ovexnment Ana'!yst

. . am Instructed to ask whether ld··
prmclple upon which this a.nnlys· . YObu COdU enhghten us as to the

I d
IS IS ase· My C" .

p ease to have as full informat' 'b . . ommIttee wIll be
Awaiting the favollI' of YOI~: r~sptyOSSII Ie III regard to this matter.

.~ am, etc.,

ERNEST BURNIP
Secr~tary.

E. A. M. 'Villiams Esq, .,
.tiecretarv

Hon"~kong General

SPECIFICATION FOR SOUTH CHINA WOOD OIL.

My Committee would welcome an t
can take to ensure our inward mail h~ cps the Post Offic~ Authorities.
~hey.would point out that cargo by sfas:l~lgBr:ntFbY th~, qUl.ckest route.
lllvan.ably arrives here many weeks befor d e unnel ShIpS via. Suez
Am~f1ca, and they suggest you he ocuments sent by mall via.
requesting them to suggest to th:p~oac the P?~tal Authorities here~
Funnel." steamers for the mal'ls lome Authontles the use of "Blue

. _ ~ , .~ am, etc.,

Imports and Exports Office.

Hongkong, 14th Febl'uary, 1919.

Hongkong Genera.} Chamber of Commerce,
Hongkong, loth March, 1919.

Dear Sil',-The Statistical Office of this Department is much
hampered in its work by the number of Impo,rt Permits which have to be
endorsed-" .Full particulars to be given when known."

:Even ':if the missing information 15 forwarded immediately OI.l

.arrival, (\vhich is unfortunately not alwa,ys' the c:-Ise), the mouthly and
quwrtel'ly records have to be kept open for its inclusion much longer

than is desirable.
The Ohamber of Commerce will doubtless have realised that the

value of trade returns decreases rapidly with dela.y in publication and I
shall therefore be glad if they would consider whether means cannot be
devised to reduce the number of these "floating" permits.

It appeaTs from an article in a recent issue of the Board of Trade
Juurnal that cargo arriving in the United States must be cleM'ed through
the Customs within 48 hours or be treated as unclaimed. Presumably
therefore the invoices of cargo for the United States usually travel with
the goods. Could not similar arrangements be made fOT goods shipped
from the United Kingdom, which are the chief of~endel's in this matter~-

Yours, etc.,

'The Secretary,
Hongkong General Chamber of Commerce.

Telegram
From Secretary of State, London.
'1'0 Officer Administering the Government, Hongkong..
Date 23rd January, 1919.

You need not maintain any longer ,restrictions on publication of
statistics Imports and Exports trade in respect of any commudities except

.specie and bullion.

of Hongkong.

E. A. M. WILLIAMS
Secr~tary.

The Secretary,
Association of Exporters and Dealers

. Hongkong General Chamber of Commerce

D . ,. Hongkong, 15th Jalluary, ~DlD.

. cal 811',-1 have pleasul'e in e I' h .
receIved from the Shanghai British ClJ:~~:~~g erewlth eop;y of a letter
tCl the specification of Wood Oil issued b of Comn:er?e WIth reference

My Committee \viII be I ", y. your AS~oClatlOn in 1913.
this matter.-Yours etc., g ad If you will de-a] duect with Shanghai in

Dear Sir,-I have for acknowledgment your letter S.I.E. No. 20/19 No.
'6'1 of 14th ultim(). with reference to the delay in the supply of particulaJ's
'Elf Imports, which circumstance is hampel'ing the compilation of Stati~

'sties. .My C.ommittee while agreeing that these II floating" .permits con~
stitute great inconvenience to yOUI' Department and also to Shippers, do
not see how the matter can be remedied so long as the present unsatis-

factory Inwa'rd Mail service exists.
This Chamber has records of instances where cargo has been taken

delivel;y of uOnder "Letter of Guarantee" many weeks ago and shipping

-documents are still not yet to hand. .



I hereby certify to the a.uthenticity of; the signature of Mr.
Douglas nr. Moffat, Managing Director for the Philippine Islands of the
Aiien Property Custodian, on the original of the above-quoted letter
which is on file in this office. I further certify that the records of the
l1ivision of Archives, Patents, Copyl)'ights. and 'rraJe-Ma·rks of the
Philippine Government show that WaIteI' E. Olsen and Company is a
Philippine corporation duly organized unde-x the la.ws of the Philippine
Islands and that all of its stockholders are citizens of the United States
cf America.

By authol'ity of the Goyernor-General,

The Governor-General

Manila, P. I.

(Sg<!.) J. L. IRWIN,

Secre.tary to the Goveror-Gene;ral.
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citizens. The enemy interest should, the.refore, be considered ,as elimin
ated and tile business entitled to the same consideration as other
American businesses.-Yours. etc.,

(Sgd.) DOuGLAS M. MOFFAT,

Managing Director for the Philippine Islands.

Deal' 8i1',-'Ve are enclosing you a letter from the office of The
Governor-G-eneral of the Philippine Islands confirming our purchase of
tile Oriente Ciga,r _Factory and stating that we are an American Firm antI
entitled to the same consideration as arc other finns of a like status.

'Ve acquired by purchase from the Alien Property Custodian two
factories" Helios" and" El Oriente" which before the 'Val' were operat
ed and o\vned by enemy subject-so In some quarters there has been a.
suspicion that we were either being financed or assisted by the late
owners, impressions which are absolutely erroneous and which are cauJIJ-
iog us considerable annoyance and damage. .

This firm was established in February, 1904, and is and alwa;.ys has
been the only purely Arne"rican firm engaged in the tobacco business in
the Philippine Islands. The capital which we secwred to enable us to
finance these purcha,ses is local and there is not a single stockholder in
t.his corporation who is not an American.

We are forwarding you this letter from the Governor-General's
office in the hope that you will use your efforts to acquaint the dealel's
and import~rs in your district with the fact that we are, always have
been, and always will be purely an American firm and that we are in
no way whatsoever connected with Enemy subjects.

Manila, P.I. 27th February, 1919.

GEORGE E. A:-mERSON,
,Consul General

:M:anila, 18th rebruary, 1919.

'TO WHOM IT MAY CONCERN: • d I
The Governo~r"General of the Philippine Islands has reCelve ~le

following self-explanatory letter £i'om Mr. Dou.glas M. Mo~at, Ma~aglOg
Director for the Philippine Islands of the Alren Property Custod1a~ of_
-the United States of America:

Dear Sir -At the request of. 'Va-Iter E. Olsen and <!ompany, I ~e:
'" - t C' Factory and busmess as a gOlllo

to advise you that the EI Onen e 19~:tive of the Alien Property Cus
concern was sold b;X me, ~s represen !V 1 E 01 n Com.
todi:n of th~ Unite~ St"a,tes, ~\ pUbl~h:a~e~I:\~:e b~e~t~~nfirme~e by the
pany, the h1ghest b1dder ~hel~d?r. d the Olsen Company has paid the
'Vashington .office of ~he us~o Ian ansion of a~d operating, the factory
purchase pnce, and 1S now, in posse,s cor~oration organized under the
and business. ~?e ?lsen Compan

d
y 1slla f·t tockholders are American

Iv.w8 of the Ph1lIppme ~slands an a 0 ISS

UNITED STATES OF AMERICA

THE ALIEN PROPERTY CUSTODIAN

Ol<'.FICE OF THE MANAGING DiRECTOR IN THE PHILIPPINES

M.A~lL.-\

N

12th February, 1919.

.'.' '

THE" HELIOS" AND "EL ORIEC'lTE" CIGAIt FACTORIES.

The Secretary,
I... Hongkong General Chamber of Commerce.

American Gonsula~ Service,
Hongkong, 'jth March,' 1919.

Gentlemen,-At the request of Messrs. "\Valter F. ~lsen ~nd C~~~:
an of Manila an American concern) I have pleasure m se~dmg h .

~'itl~ copy of a' letter from that firm with two enclosures whICh explam

themselves. f bl' p 'essian
I trust that these will seryc to remove any un avora e un I b

which may exist in rega.rd to this firm amo?--? members of yo~r cham t~r.
Thanking yon for giving what publICIty'may be poss1ble to 10

information contained therein.-l am, etc.,



President.

The Consul General for the NetheJ'lands,
Hongkong.

E. A. M. WILLIAMS,
Secretary.

Hongkong Gene:ral Chamber of Commerce,

Hongkong, 23rd April, 1919.

Sir,-I have the honoUl' to ackn~wledW) and to thank you fo.r your
letter of 27th ult. togethe)· with reading material rega.rding the Third
Annual Dutch Industries Fail', which has duly been circulated to my
Committee,__I have, etc.,
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WALTER E. OLSEN & CO.,
. (By ......

Ueorge E. Anderson, Esq., .
Consul United States of Amenca,

Hongkong, China.

54

N

..' .' dl' t· ke this matter ~p officially wi~h the
In aUUltlOo, 1£ .you WIll km J' a . . t . ,,,)'11 further aSsIst us,

. A th 't' in YOUI' dlstl'lC you " . fBritish and French U Or! ~es t t bonld the ,questlOll 0
. 't will acquaint them wIth our exact s·a us S

as, 1 h' f these factories be referred to them. . .
0\\ ners Ip 0, . t' . ation for your efforts III our behalf, we

Thankmg you In an lClP

al'c.-Yours, etc.,

D'CTCH IND'CSTRIfS FAIR.

The Secretary,
Hongkong General Chamber of Cominerce.

E. A. M. WILLIAMS,
Secretary.

S. B. C, ROSS,
Postmaster Gene,ral

INTERRUPTION TO TELEGR,\PHIC COMMUNICATION

BETWEEN THIS COLONY AND CANTON.

General Post Office,

Hong'kong, 2nd April, 1919.

p

NOTICE.

Hongkong General Chamber of Commerce.

The Secretary,
Hongkong General Chamber of Commerce,

Sir,-In order to obviate inconvenience as far as possible due to
the severance of telegraphic co:nmunication between this Colony and
Canton, I am ptepared to send letters by the afternoon express. All
such letters sJlOuld 1 each this Office not latcr than 2.30 p.m.
, I do not consider that any convenience would be effected by send
Ing by the morning express, as any letter posted over night would ael'ive
earlier in Canton if despatched by the night boat.

This is however a matter on which I should like the opinion of your
Committee and if it would be any convenience letters can also be sent
by the morning express.-I have, etc.,

The Postmaster General. infurms the Ohamber that during tlv'!
interrupt~on to telegraphic' co;nmuniqation between the Oolony and"

Hongkong

Consulaat-GeneJ'al d'er Nederla.nd-en Vaal" Zu~d-China, .
Hongkong, 27th March, 191 D.

. .

Sir -With reference to your letter of the 7th. December last I ~l~~~
hono'uf' to forward hel'ewith some, more l'eadmg matter concelnl g
Third Annual Dutch Industries FUlr.-I have, etc.,

HAMEL,
Consul General.

the
the

General Ohamber of Commerce,
ILmgkong, 15th "i\farGh: 1919.

1 d dt tl ank you for your
.. S' r I am directed to acknow e ge an 0 1 [ M : .. S

. ' l,~ . . enclosure:; reg:lTCling the firm 0 c~",r .
letter ei 7th mstant, covenng f M 'I th~ infcr,mation contained in
\.\1,_ . . E Olsen and Company 0 am a, .

£l·[tel . '. tIt ' Commlttee.-I am, etc.,
'which has duly been commumca N 0 Ill;)

o

G. E. Anderson, Esq.,
Consnl-General for the U. S. A,

Hongkong.



Hongkong, 26th May, 1919.

E. A. Jlf. WILLIAMS,
Secretary.

PERCY SMITH, SETH & FLEMING.

Messrs. Fung Tang,
Hongkong.

Hongkong General Chamber of ODmmerce,

Hongkong, 29th May, 1919.

Deal' :-5irs,_Your letter of 11th instant with reference to a claim.
against you for increase in Overland :railroad freight from the Pacifif'
Coast to .New York on cargo sold by you c.i.£. to New York last year,
has duly been laid before my Oommittee.

My Committee is awa,re of many similar instances of claims anJ
whilst sympathising with Exporters generally, is of opinion that they
are liable, unless at the time your contract was made a special clause
was introduced protecting seller against rise in freight or rail rates.

My Committee suggest that you should approach your New York
friends with a proposal to shale the increased cost of freight with them,
Having, however, sold C.LF. it is their opinion you are liable unless the
l:1ill of Lading contained wording which protected YOll.-Yours, etc.,
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Dear S~r,-One of alit' clients receiveu an offer to sell to them
·certain goods from Java, c.d. Hongkong which they accepted. When
the goods were actually shipped the freight between Java and this port
bad l'isen and the seller claims for the difference in freight between the
date the offer was accepted and the da-te of shipment. Our clients
contend that any increase in freight must be home by the seller because
the offer and acceptance was C.LF. Hongkong.

We sha» be obliged if you will kindly let us know whethe:r your
Chamber has decided a similar point, and if so, what the ruling was.
Yours, etc.,

Hongkong General Chamber of Commerce,

Rongkong, 22nd March, 1919.

The Secretary,
.Hongkong General Chomber of Commerce.

Dear 8irs,_1 have for acknowledgment your letter of 26th instant
with reference to a claim for difference in east of freight between Java
and this Port On a shipment of goods sold C.I.F. to Hongkong.

This Chamber !lad recently before it an instance of a similar nature
and gave it as its .opinion, that the seller on C.l.F. Oontract is liable.
unless at the time the c,ontract was mJtde, he had protected himself
against a possible rise in freight by the introduction of a special clause
in the Contract.

;":~~, ...

A. M. WILLIAMS,
Secretary.

E

5.6
p

The Secretary,
Hongkong. General Chamber of Commerce,

Hongkong General Chamber of Commerce.

NOTICE.

., . t f intormation that telegraphic
The Chamber IS In .rece1p 0 . now restored.

munication between the Colony and Canton IS

By Order,
E. A. M. WILLIAMS't

Secre ary.

lSCR.EA8E IX FREIGHT ON C.LF. SHIPMENTS.

6, Queen's Road Central,
Hongkong, 11th March, 1919.

. d' f ~'ill please he so goollD S· _ 'Ve shall be much oblIge 1 you \
ear If. . . tl following matter.

as to give us'your opwIOn on 1e 0 a Firm in New York on C.I.F.
Last year we sold some carg.J t .d 11 the freight (both Ocea~

bB.sis. "~hen shipmen~ tuoklpla~fil :t&~in; in the usual course., TIllS
~nd Overland) and obtamed t 1e , in the overland raIlroad
. ·t t claim [rom us au Increase b

Firm now ''''-;1'1 es ,0 1'0:' .r k '''hich increa,£P' ecarne
1 1) 'ft Cast to .l."ew 1.01' • '. ,

freight from t 1e ~C1 C ,0 , t Hon kong1 and could not be pro.Y1ded
effective after our sh.tPffidentbthad t

lefwheth~r we are liable for the payment
. b V{e are In ou as 0 . ade
for y us,, f' . 1t ffective after shIpment was m ,
of the increase m overlandI l~lg 1 ~ :ml we- should the.refore be glad. to
or it should be borne br. t 1e uye1' .
be favoured with ~'onr news..

An early l'eplj' will obhge.-Yours, etc.,

FUNG TANG.

a

Hongkong, 4th April, 1919.

Hongkong, 3rd April, un9.

d t h to CantcntItters for express espa c
Clwton, he is prepared ~,o acce~ e .m. and stamped in the lisua.! way.
uaily, if posted not later than _.30 P ,

By Order,



GULL,
Secretary.

WILLIAMS,
Secretary.

E. M.

"
"

TIs. 200

" 120
" 75
" 20

12.50
7.50

"

Chamber of Commerce.

In conclusion 1 should lik t .
J oumai. In size it will b ..? a gI ve you a. few particulars of tl
will cantaill ~2. pages (01' m~r:l~l :;C:~S::ly"') B?ard of Trade Journal a;~

AdvertISIng "ates are as I II .o Ows:_
.Per page per year

" ~' "
" t "

Pe:r page per issue

" t
~

1...,. "4"
>:lpecm! rates for special ·t·
~ b " . pOSI IOns.

u scnprlOl1S $5 per year.-YoU).,, etc.,'

The Secreta,n
Hongko~~ General

The Secretart.

Shanghai British Chambe.r of Commerce.

British Chamber of Comme.,ree,

Dear I::)il',-'l'he 0 ortun·· ..Shanghai, 23rd June, 1919.
as one of the great ne~~al m~:~\ for trade development which China
elusion of pea,ce aU'point t . CIS of. t~l~ wo,rld will offer at the COn-

H . 0 unusua actiVItIes th, h t tl .
aVIng this in mind th C ." lOUg ou lIS country

merce decided a few month~ aO' e t umlll~ttee of this Chamber of Co~-
P bl" t·· eO ° COI11'ert what wa I· I "

U Ica lOn, CIrculating only. s Olffier y a prIvate
"I . I . among Its memb . 't .

\\ lIC 1 should CIrculate throughout th. E rIel's, I? 0 a publIc. print
world. e ng IS 1 spea.kmg quarters of th~'

I am therefore forwarding to vou und
the first and second issues 01 tl J' I IeI' separate COver cGpies of
I I Ie ourna re erred t ··t .

a so encJose a pamphlet herewith d . t. ' 0 III 1 S PUb~IC form.
of the Journal and containing all es

t
c.I1.P

I
IVe of the aims and, object"!

t . par lCU ars as to b . .
ra es for advertIsements. 10 fu tJ. BU scrlptlOns and
you for distribution amo~g firm l' l~tll' coplIes of this pamphlet will reach

. s WI 1 W 10m you a ' t h
may be lIltcrested My ob· t· d. . re In ouc and who. . .. Jee m omg th . () h
.BntIsh Interests in China (2) t . IS IS 1 t e fu;rtherance of

. 0 Increase the numbe I h
are III touch with China (3) to obtai b . t' r 0 mere ants who

, n sn scnp IOns to the Journal.
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Hongkong G~n;:l CI b Ilam er 0 Commerce
I . '

Dear Sir -I 1 _ I fongkong, 8th May, 1919.

I . .' la \ e or a-cknowledgme t. .
II tHno 11aVlng reference to the cnlal' n . JOur CIrcular letter of 15th.

Copies d YOHr Iette). I _ gement of your J ou:rnal, etc.
1),1 • lave been repro I d d .

r;mbers of this Chamber and I I I (nee an dIstributed to an.
C( " Y ,CI1C Ose 01' "\.'ou . I .

fP) ,- Ours. etc., oJ r III ormatIOn one such

SHANGHAI BRITISH CHAMBER OF COMMERCE JOUR"AL.

,

R

.E. A. M. WILLLDIS,
Secretary.
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British Chamber of Commerce,

Shanghai, 16th .~ prII, 1919.

Dear Sir,-·At a recent meeting of my Committee, as made known
~y the Cha~rma.n at the annual g,eneral meeting held on March 20th,
-it was decided to enlarge the Journal and to throw· it open to public
;subscl'iption. Certain features of the old Journal will be perserved J but
'several new features will be introduced, speciaJ. articles written by
experts, comments on topical commercial subjects and a wider range of
-e<..ntents.

In the past several of the affiliated Chambers lHlse assisted in the
IJublication o[ the Journal by contributing articles, and we would specially
.ask that Y'0ur Chamber gives what assistance it can in this rC!:ipect.
Nothing that is of gener-a-l commercial interest, however brief it may be,
will come amiss, a-nd I should be particularly glad to learn of any ne~....
<levelopments made in connection with firms in .your pOJ't. i' Promotions,
Leaves and Transfers" will be the heading of a column which will provide
persona! news of great interest and we should be glad to receive from
'you as much information about such changes in yonI' pO;J·t as possible. In
fact it is hoped to make the Journal as fully representative of th\:}
aililiated Chambers as hitherto it has been of the Shanghai Chamber.

My Committee would also be pleased to receive advertisements
hom Members of your Chamber. The value of an advertisement in the
Jc.urnal will be bette,r understood when I inform you that we have receiv
ed hundreds of applications from home firms to put in tOllch with agents
here. This work has been done through the medium of the trade enquiry
column, which, now that the Journal is to be made' public will reach a
much wider circle of readers. The Journal will be extensively circulated
at home, and advertisements brought before' home manufactluers, im
porters and exporters, and will certainly tesult in profitable business. I
would call the serious attention of your Members to this, and also to t.he
fact Ulat ~hanghai firms are Teadily availing themseh-es of this new
oppo.rtunity.

Messrs. Percy Smith, Seth and Fleming,
Hongkong-.

In the case my Committee" considered, it was suggested that al·
though the seller was believed to be legally liable, these abnormal cases
fj'equently called for reasonable compromise.-Yours, etc.,



"The Members of the Calcutta Trans-Pacific Conference have
"received with profound surprise and regret the following notice
"from the Paci~c Mail Steamship Co:-

:Hongkong, 31st January, 1919.
., To the Agent,

Ualcutta Trans-Pacific Conference,
Hongkong.

"Dear Sir,-Please note tlmt we are m receipt of the following
"telegram from our San Francisco Office:-

"Serve notice Calcutta Oonference our immediate witIl
(( drawal."

"It will be noted that we are instructed to give notice of
" immediate withdrawal from the Oalcutta Transpacific Oonference
(( from which it is to be understood tbat our membership will cease
"f!om this date, but in order to make sure we have telegraphed
" our prmcipals asking if this is the COl'l'ect interpretation of their
"instructions."_Yours, etc.,

Pacific Mail Steamship Go"
(Sgd.) J. ORAM SHEPPARD,

Acting Agent.

" Assuming that the intention of the Pacific Mail Steamship Com
l( pany is correetly interpreted in the notice! given by its local Agent, the
"members desil'c to place on record their unqualified opinion that tIle
"action of the Pacific Mail S.s. Co. in withdra.wing from the Agreement
« \'litbout due notice as called for thereip. constitutes a deliberate and
"f1agrant breach of the undertaking given by the Company in their letter
"of May 19th, 1916.

II In this connection the following letters Me quoted having re
I( ference to the application of the Pacfic1!\fail S.S. Co. for re-instatement
"as members of the Calcutta Trans-Pacific Conference:_
(Copy of letter from the Pacific Mail 8.S. Co., to the Agent, Calcutta.

'l'rans-Pacific Oonference, dated May 8th, 1916.)

Hongkong, 8th May, 1916.
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J Gram Shepparu, Esq.,
Agent,

Calcutta Trans-Pacific Conference,
Hongkong.

I( Dear Sir,_In view of the contemplated early resumption of
"business by the P;acific Mail Steamship Co., I hereby beg to make
" request for re-instatement to membership in the Calcutta Trans-Pacific
" Conference."

"I will thank you to place this application before the members at
"your earJies~ convenience, in order that I may ca.ble result to my
"principals at San Francisco."-Yours, etc.,

l'acific Mail Steamship Co"
(Sgd.) J. ST. C. HUNT,

Agent.

H. E. HAYWARD,
Secretary.

S · I am directed to hand you herewith a copy of ~ letter
Dear lr,- P 'fi Mail Steamship Co. here m coo-

:addressed to the Agent of ,the t" ael. C WI'tI1d"'awing f.rom this Conference
- - h tl t Company s ac Ion In L t

nectlOn WIt Ia . II d f . tl e Conference Agreemen '.. . notIce as ea e or In 1 1 _
without glvmg proper . h laid before your Committee for t lell'
with the request that same may e
in[ormation.-Yours, etc.,

.fhe Secretary,
Hongkong General Chamber of Commerce.

Calcutta Trans-Pacific Conference,
Hongkong, 5th February, 1919.

Calcutta-Trans-P;tcific Conference,
Hongkong, 4th March, 1919.

J. Oram Sheppard, Esq.,
Acting Agent, .

Pacific Mail S. S. Co.,
Hongkong. 1 A t

f the 31st nIto addressed to t le gen
Dear Sl'r,-Your letter 0 ., b 'tt d at a meeting of

of the Calcutta Trans-Pa?ific COlnfel'~~cef ~~~i~g :~n:te was unanimous
members held on the 4th mst., W len e 0

ly agreed upon:-

CALCUTTA TRANS·PACIFIC CONFERENCE.

E. 1I. GULL,
Secrebry.

s

E. A. M. Williams,
Chartered Bank Building,

Hongkong.

GO
R

1 hI- d if Oll could indicate in your reply"
'Ne would be very mUC'..l 0 Ige Y b prepared to

. f tl JoUl'nal your office may e
what number of copIes. 0 Ie Id 1 t have any suggestions that may

b .b fol' and also If you WOll e us <

~u sent e ". the direction l'efcl'l'cd to above.-I am, etc.,occur 0 you In
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(Copy of letter from the Agent, Calcutta Trans-Pacific Confe:rence, to
Pacific Mail Steamship 00., dated May 18th, 1916.)

Hongkong, 18th May, 1916.

J. St. O. Hunt. Esq.,
Agent,

Pacific Mail S.S. Co.,
Hongkong.

"Dear 8i,1' -Referring to your letter of 8th ir.-st. 1 have pl~aS~~t
" in advisiurr YO~ that your application for the reinstatement of th~ adel.~
"M "I S SO(:0 as a member of this Conference has been app~OV~ • 1
,. be~~g c~~side~'ed that such membership shall date frqm the bjegtnUldngdof

·d' to abide by the I'U es an e-"the current month, provl mg you agree. . ..... die-
"cisions of the Conference on any questIOn commg withm Its lung

l'tiOD." . d fi tl above
"Kindly a'cknowledge l'ccelpt of this lette.r an con I'm 16 .

I' understanding.-Yours, etc.,"

(Sdg.) J. ORAM SHEPPARD,
IAgent.

. M·I S S C to the Agent Calcutta(Copy of letter from the PacIfic al .. 0., ,

Trans-Pacific Conference, dated May 19th, 1916.)
.Hongkong, 19th May, 1916.

J. Oram Sheppard, Esq.,
Agent

Calcntta Trans-Pacific Conference,
Hongkong.

"De'll' Sir ~I beg to acknowledge receipt of your. letter of M
t

a
t
y

< , r t' for re-mstatemen 0
"18th a.nd I1ot-e the approval o~ our app Ica IOU T 'e vel' lad to
"membership in the Trans-PaCl.fi? Conference. "e .:1 nt as Yth~Y may
"accept a-ll the terms and condItIons to t,~e same ex e
H apply to all other members.-Yours, etc.

Pacific :Mail Steamship Co.,

.(Sgd.) J. St. C. HUNT,
Agent.

h P ·fi M ·1 S 8 Co is the more unacn The present action of t e aCl c al ". .

:: ~o~~nf~~~~ec;1~~'i;ogn~;ctto~:i~~ethVee~r:~~e{Oa::in~~tl~~~~a:~o:~~~n~Yfr~~
((Calcutta., as briefly detailed· hereunde~::'- d' th.t it was

(I) "In June/July 1917, on the dlstmct understan mg a 't I.
. I ·t t· b ght about by searel y 0

«" 0 der to relieve a dlfficu t Sl ua Ion rou. . '1 ..m r ..t' pecla permISSIon
"tonnage due to British. Government r~qUl~la~~~~n:fia~ 8.S. Co. to load
" was asked for and rea~lly gdrante~,~o~u:a Jl for one voyage only from
"the 5.S. ,. Santa Cruz -an 8.S. .
"Calcutta to 8an Francisco."
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(2) ',' During the months of July, AUgU8t and September 1917
"numerous enquiries were addressed to the Pacific Mail S.S. Co. 'askin~
. them to define their position as regards their reported regular direct

"service, and the matter was specially and ve:ry fully discussed at the
(, .M~eting of the Conference held on 20th September, 1917, as a result of
'whIch a telegram was -addressed to the Pacific Mail S.S. Co. in San
" Francisco to which no direct reply has been received."

(3) "On 4th October, 1917, a letter was addressed to the Agent of
"the Confelfence by the Indo-China S.N. Co., one of the Calcutta
"Lines who are members of the Conference, drawing attention to in
"formation received from Calcutta~also certain printed data to hand
"all serving ·to show that in spite of the previous understanding come to
"regarding the loadings of the "Santa Gruz n and I' Colusa," a per
" manent service of the Pacific Mail S. S. Co. was anticipated between
,. Calcutta and San Francisco in violation of the terms of the Conference
'. Agreement. JJ

" In the Jetter referred to a strong' protest was lodged against the
"action of the Pacific Mail Steamship Company and their apparent
"disregard of the te-rms and conditions of the Conference Agreement.
"The P,wific Mail were asked try give a defini~c undertaking that they'
,. fli./ly I't'{rlil5ed that pami88ion 'WaI, 01111/ gmJltf'd ta t./le /I Santa Cruz 11

.. and I< Colusa" fm' one trip each, and that they had no '/:ntention of taking
"aduantage of the conee88-ian8, made by the Conine-nee, to ina11gu.rate a
•. 'I'egular service, and tit-at it was the-i-,. intention both in 8pirit and leUp--1"
"to act in accorda-nce with their letter to the Secreta1'!J of tlte. 20th J u.n~,
" 1917."

" In view of the action now taken by the Pacific Mail S.S. Co. the
.. members of the Conference desire to quote in full the letter of June
1I 20th, 1917, just referred to, in order that the intentions of the Pacific
II l\Iail Co., then given In connectIOn with the direct loadings, may be
"placed on record:_

Hongkong, 20th June, 1917.
J. O. Sheppard, Esq.,

Agent,
The CaJcutta Trans-Pa·cific Conference.

S.8. l< SANTA CRUZ."

,. Dear Sil',-This Company bas chartered the 6.S. "Santa
"Cruz" and, in view of the present situation with respect to the
1I Calcutta trade, our P'l'incipals raised the question whetber the
/I Conference will give permission for her to call at Calcutta fOl' one
II tn:p, in order to permit this Company to fulfil its obligation to
"consignees, and in order to assist the trade generally. It is not
"suggested that the I( Santa Cruz" wdl malce I'f'{/v,[ar calls at
"Calcutta, but it is deemed advisable that E.he should call, in
H order to relieve the situation, and. to some extent, counteract
"the present developments in the. ·charter trade from that port.
H We take this opportunity of pointing out that it is in the interests
" of a.1I Lines connected with the Trade, but more especially to the
" Calcutta Lines, to allow steamers operated by Members to call at
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. Calcutta d1/'Ting the present abno1'Jllal s·ituation, 1'ather than hmtt
" competito1'8 lnJ.ild'ing up what may prove to be a pen}/a1U''I1'' Sf'J"rire
" between Calcutta and the Pacilic GO(/,st direct. Ships operated by
" membas 0/ the Confrrence di'l'ect froUt Calcutta, 'would, ,it 1l'o'llld be
"undeTStood, be ope1'ated only dW'ing the prese11t conditions, and
" only 1vith the consent of membeTS-Yours, etc.,"

The Pacific l\fail Stea.-:nship C.,
(Sgd.) R. C. MORTON,

Gener,al Agent.

" Since the letter of 4th October, 19t"7, was written, no satisfactory
.. reply has been forthcoming. On 16th November, 1917, at a Meeting of
,. the Conference, Mr. Morton who represented the P.M.S.S. Co. was
,. again requested to define his Company's intentions regarding the new
,. service, as to keep the members absolutely in tbe dark wa~ not consider
"ed t9 be fair treatmen.t or in any way observing the spirit of the

.. Agreement."
"in reply Mr. Morton stated the new service had been stated 1'/1

,. co-operation w1:th the U.S. Government and '{vas now be£ng ope1>ated 'lt1lder
"thei,' orders, and that it was on that account that the Company had
"been unable to give any information. The U.S. Government were of
., the opinion that cargo from Calcutta and Singapore req'ltt'red for TVar
" 1l1frpoSfs was not coming forward quickly enough a.nd the lille had becrl

,. ;.;tortnl i·n conseq1lence of this,"
"'fhis information was subsequently confirmed, in writing by ~lr,

"Morton, at the request of the Conference Agent. dated 20th Noyember,
"1917, in which it was dil'itinctly indicated that the service of the P.M.
"1S.lS. Co. was' in every way intended purely (/s a W((1' rnel1S'lf1'e and of a
" temporary nature only, inaugurated to relieve the'l congestion in India
"and ports en route of cargo urgently l'equired 1·n connection with the

.. prosf'clItion 0/ the war.
" it is true that in the letter of 20th November, 1917, refened to,

" tile Pacific Mail 00. stated tHat it was "quite possible that the Com
" pany might decide to make the service permanent," but they concluded

;, this sentence with the words-
"in which case the Conference will be duly notified and it \vi

1
1

"then be necessary for members to consider whether they wilt
"C'Onsent to the service being included in the Conference, or that
l'this Company should withdraw from the Conference."
II It is quite dear from the foregoing that the Pacific Mail Co. at:

H that time fully recognised that they, as Members of the Conference,
"were under obligations of a binding nature, and that they also fully
" recognised the unquestionable right of the Conference to give its con
" sent or otherwise to the proposed new service.

"Nothing further in the na.ture of a definite pronouncement ha~
" been made by· the Pacific Mail S. S. Co. despite repeated requests, bot.ll
"w:ritten and verbal, made to them. 'rhe fact remains, however, that
"tbe "Santa Cruz" in the following January 1918 entered into com
l< petition in the established trades of the Indo-China S. N, Co. a~d thl":
" .British India.. S.N. Co. (two of their co-members) as between IndIa awl
"t.he Straits, a fact which was brought to the notic~ of the Pacific Mai~
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"s. S, 00. in a letter to th C f
:: .Fl'om that time until noweth:~o~l~~n~~;~~e::~l~:e~ 2:h January 1918.

led the Members to understand th 1 h .. S. S. Co, has
" notlee of his Principals the term a~ 1e ~~s. repeatedly b.rought to the
,( the urgent necessity of a cl a s ~n 1 con. 1.tlOns of th.e Agreement amI
., P. M. S. S Uo . e l' ec aratlOn of the mtentions of the
"cables 01' letters.·' but wIthout acbnowledgment whatsoever to either

"The Membel's of t.he C f' f
"t.o emphasize their spirit oOfnte'le~ce eel tdhat ~h? foregoing will suffice
". LJ eiance an wJlhngne' t .

opportuntty to the P, :M S S C t b 58 0 gIve every.' t . . . o. 0 0 serve and carl' . t fl
erms and conditions of tl C f Y In 0 e eet, tlw

"desire to lecord their reO'ret
1
:t t~n e:~nced'Agreement. They fUrt!Jr>l·

" P. M. S. S. Co. of the l:tters' u -; ~~ ;.1' ls.r,~gat'd on t~e part of the
"bel'sltip, which has resulteu .t 61 a ~ngs w len readmItted to Mem
"sian being left in th'eil' mi~~s ~l "~ /{.~t, dm

a ~lORt unfavourable impres
." under tile cloak or the F p,s dU

, t.m ue ~ vantage has been taken,
" willingly gi"anted at a time· of· °t\·~l ntment.s demands, of concessions

"Y. I ' grea lH cl'natlOnal emergency
"wish t~l~:aJ~, t~het Mem?ers of the Calcutta Trans-Pacifi,~ 'Conference
"'Iocal At' f' lla pendIng a reply to the tdegram despatched by the

gen 0 t lC P 1[ sse l' H"in liis letter of 31st i . . _. °l· to .11S ead Off:ce "'.od refcl'l'ed to
"b . , anual'y last, t ICy ll1tend taking such steps as ma'"
" see tCO~tsl~e~t:ed necessary to protect their interests in meeting the Pl':-

n 81 u,llOn.-Yours, etc.,"
;tL E. HAYWARD,

~ Acting Sec.retarv.
Calcutta Trans-Pacific Conference.

Hongkong General Chamber of Commerce
~. . Hongkong, 11th April, '1919.

ull,-l have the honou to ~l f . .

~~~~:;'in~ec;~;::sp~~~':n~:ew~t~~r~;~~~-a~i~c~~flo~'i~~!:c~conc;;?~~edO~c~
t.hat Lme's withdrawal from the Co f ' .,. elC !.g:u mgI n elence.

iv. t would ~~pear t.hat the Pacific Mail 8.8. Co. withdrew ""'thout
~ha~n~hthe 1_·e~Ulslt.e notice require.d by the Agreement, and it is ~tated
withdr e e",,:p anatIOn Y~e:l now glve, after a long delay is, t.hat their
I b aw

d
al hIS .uue to llmted States Government's action and c(,n"cn.llent-

y eyon t ell' control. l

~y Committee will be glad if the Government can .; .. ">

take thIS matter up with the Consul General for the U S lee ~t~ \., Y to
of the utmost importance to British Sh' . , ., (IS :1 is one
t) my C.ommittee that American Steamsh:~~~~:~Sl'::~i~:I~~'d~t H:,pe,ars,
ment WIth British Lines should abide b ' . e1 an.,1.g1e8
ment, terminating it as 'provided b h y the condltlOns of ~1;:lf. flgl',ec~
the fact tha.t (11e' .' G y t e terms thereof, notwltn<..t:l!ldlllg

£lmellcan ovel'nment may fit t d" . ,
policy for the future I I . ( see 0 lctate a. t1Jr~l~rent

.-. 1ave, e -c"
E. A. M. WILLIAMS.

Secret~1 c'~

The Honourable
The Colonial Secretary.



P. H. HOLYOAK,
Chairman.

A. Go M. FLETOHER,
Co'lonia,} Secretary.

Chamber of Commerce.

Chamber of Commerce.

To,
The Committee of
Hongkong General

Hongkong G'eneral Chamber of C{lmmerce,
Hongkong, 19th March, 1919.

.Sir,-I hav:e the honour to re ue t tl .
submIt to His Excellency th Ofli q s :a~ you WIll be good enough to-
f II . e eel' Admm1stering tI G
o OWIng telegram, which it is th d " 1e .ovel'nment the

forwarded to Sir Henry Ma e eSll e of my CommIt-tee should be
this Chamber. YJ R.C.M.G., and the cost thereof debited to

" Cham bel' of 00 II
"KJJ.:M.G. The Chambe:.uomfeCr~e, ongkong to Sir Henry May
"d - ommel'ce on hea" f . '

eSlte to express theil' slonce"" -lIng 0 your Inness" " ~,e regret and d ,.
yourself and Lady May with be t . 1 f sen greetingf:i to'

Yours, etc., S WIS les or a speedy recovery. ".-

E. A. M. WILLlA1fS
Secretary.

The Honourable

The Colonial Secretary.
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K A. M. Williams· Esq
SecretarYJ' . J

Hongkong General

H Chamber of Commerce H k .
"K.C.M.G. The Chamber of C ' ong ong to. 811' Henry May
"d . ommerce on hearmg f 011'

eSIre to express thel' .,' 0 your 1 ness" r SIncere regret d dO'
yourself and Lady Mav with b t . h :n. sen greetlng's to-

Please Oomment on prop~08al dest IW1S
es or a speedy recovery."

an e egram.-Yours, etc' J .

T

Colonial Secretary's Office.

Hongkong, 21st March 1919.

81rJ-1 am directed to acknowled h' '
the 20th M.arch, 19]9 asking th t t IgC t e receIpt of your letter of
()f the Chamb8l' of C~mmerce toaS.a11e egram should be sent on behalf
His E II . 11' enry May a d to 0 fxoe ene,Y the Officer Administ i .,:n In Orm you th:tt
the telegraJ~ to be sent as requeste~~ng the Govern:nent has <.aused

sh Id
Tdhe Uovernment does not desire th t I 0ou efra tJ a t 10 hamber of Comy ·1e cost.-I amJ etc' J . ' merce-

A. G. M. FLETOHER,
,Colonial Secretary.

The Honourable
The Colonial Secretary.

(Sd.) GEORGE E. ANDERSOii",
Consul General.

T

Hongkong, 19th March) 1919.

Uentlemen,-It has been suggested that it would be a' graceful
thing to telegraph to Sir Henry May our dl':ep regret on hearing of his
illness and since're wishes for a speedy recovery.

I enclose the following telegram for your consideration to be for~
warded through tile conrtesy of the Government here :---

SIR HENIW MAY, K.C.M.Go
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American Consular Service,
Hongkong, 23rd April, 1919.

Sir,-l have the honour to acknowledge receipt of your No. 2212/1919
of 17th April, ]919, with respect to the withdrawal of the Pacific Mail
Steamship Oompa·ny from the Calcutta Trans-Pacific Oonference.

I can repul't that I have taken this matter up with the government
at Washington as far back a.s the sth March, 1919, but have received no
iuformation bearing upon the subject. Until I receive instructions from
the Depaxtment of State in the premises it is hardly seemly for me to
pass an opinion upon the matter but I have full confidence that when the
instructions are finally received they will afford full satisfaction to all

concerned.I shall be glad to communicate with you further when instruetiops

are receiveu.-I have, etc.,

The Secretary,
Hongkong General Cljamber of Commerce.

Colonial Secretary's Office,
,Hongkong, 26th April, 1919.

Sil',_Vlithreference to your letter of the 11th April, I am directed
to enclose for your information a copy of a lette:r from the Consul-General
for the United States of America, regarding the withdrawal of the Pacific
M.ail Btea,mship Company from the Calcutta Trans-Pacific Conference.-

I am, etc.,



The Honourable
The Colonial Secretary.

A. G. ~L FLETCHER,
Colonial Secretary.

u
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Chamber of Commerce.

•
RESTRICTlOXS ox IMPORTATIOXS OF LIXSEim

CASTOR SEED AND OILS.

The Secretary,
Hongkong General

Bongkong General Chamber of Commel'ce

Hongknng, 2·1th April, ']919.

Sir,-l have the henoul' to u/·kllowleuO" ' '15th instant . " < ~ • be lecelpt of your letter of
. cmellng COPY of a telegram tI ' . b·

Lmseed etc from Iud,·" . dId' < on 1e sn Jed of export of
" "an am lrecteu to 'C t tl .

good enough to convey to His ExcelJenc'. t' 1 .qnes In..t .,Yon wlil be
(Jovern'uent my C 'tt' I'k y L~e Officer Adolllllstering the
in.-I have, etc., omIDl ce s t 1tlll -s foJ' the mformation contained therc-

Colonial ,Secretary's Office,

Hongkong, 15th April, 1919,

cir,-\Vith reference to' yonr letter of the 1-3th J .., 1 t·
to tlle export of ] i d t f J.. anuaty Ie a 109. f' . -" usee e .C· 1 rom .mha, I am directed to f6nvard f ..
~o~r..1J1

d
OrmatlOll a copy of a telegram on tIllS subject whIch has be~l;

lccenc from the Secretary of State fo.r the Colonies.-.I am etc.,

MILNER.

~~:~~:~lation of, Code Telegram
, ~ecletary of State, London,
To Governor, Ifungkong.

. DE:.te 5th April, HH9.
ot ole~n i:~:w of, altered cil'cUms.tal:ce~ while p1ollibition oL expol'tati'll1
grantedg f : ploduce f.ront InJw. IS to be maintained licenses will be
throuo-1t t~:'~~ia~6~t;l.t.lOn culonies applications need not be submitted

1
;;:': . J .' . ce IJ1lporto's can IlO\\' mak0 own al'l'angements obt ;

"lUpp tes lU oLdmary course uf trade. an

The Honourable
T"!1e Colonial Se'.'retary.

E. A. ~f. WILLIA:\IS,
Secretary.

,.

MAY.

29/4/19.

F. H. MAY.

E. A. M. WILLIAMS,
Secretary.
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E. A. M. Williams, Esq.,
Secretary,

Hongkong General Chamber of Commerce.

etc.,

Buenn Vista Hotel,

Cowichan Bay B.C., 8th April, 1919.

Dear Sir,-I was much distressed to find to-day in my coat pocket
a telegram which I had never answered, apparently sent from Hongkong
on the 24th March to the following eft,eet:-

"rrhe Chamber of Commerce on hearing of your illness desire to'
(( express their sincere regret and send greetings to yourself and Lady
"May with best wishes for a speedy recovery."

This telegram I found in an envelope containing another telegram,
and the only explanation of my oversight seer:ns' to he that I :read the
second telegram which I well remember reeeiving, and that I omitted to
notice the first telegram which \Va,s signed by you.

I very much regret my oversight and I would ask you to accept my
apologies and to tender them also to the Oommittce of the Ohamber of

Uommerce.
I am to·day cabling to you as fol1ows
"Chamber of Commerce, Hongkong.
Warmest thanks for kind message.

May."
And I trust that you will now umlerstand why your telegram was

not acknowledged earlier, and that in thanking the Chamber of Commerce
on my behalf for their very kind messa·ge which I greatly appreciate, you
will explain to them the delay in answering it.

I am starting with my family for England on the 15th inst.
With kindest remembrances from Lady May and myself.-Yours,

Hongkong Gene,ral Chamber of Commerce,
Hongkong, 2nd May, 1919.

Sir,-I have the honour to enclose for your information copy of a
telegram of thanks received trom Sir Henry Ma.y in reply to the tele
graOJ- which H. E. the Officer Administering the Government was kind
enough to despatch at the r,equest of the Chamber on the 20th ult.-I

have, etc.)

Chamber Oommerce Hongkong.
Warmest thanks yourselves and Governors.

Telegram from Sir F. H. May, K.C.~r.G.



The Secretary,
Hongkong General Chamber of Commerce.

,yay. The servicCl has only been interrupted for 2 days slilce its.
inauguration and haB been run with commendable punctuality.
'The restaurant service which runs from Bangkok to the front.icr and
back aga-in once a week seems to be quite satisfactory though at the
beginning it came in for a lot of criticism which was possibly unneces.
sari]y harsh.

There al e many inconveniences attached to travelling by rail in
Siam and amongst them one may cite the following, closing of tile first
class bDoking offices, difficulty of access to the platforms until about five
minutes before t.ne tra.in starts, total absence of any porter service or
luggage vans, great danger of loss of luggage by theft, lack of any

..system of notifying consignees of the <.uTi,"al of the goods,

Before the opening of through railway communication with TI-le
~\1_aJay States a lal'ge vojuJlle of trade passed through this sllJall port on
its way to Penang etc. The port has howe\-er reacheu and pa.ssed the
Jley-J-ay of its prosperity, Signs are not wa.nting that thc railway: in
addition to the expOl't of tin are, is attracting more and more tl'ade
away from the steamers calling at Kantaug. As rolling stock bec\llllC's
more plentIful and the Railway Auministrations are able to offer their
clients better facilities, the amount of traue that goes to Kantang for
-sbipment to Penang will become less and less. The port 'must, howcYer,
retain a certain amount of importance as being the mainland terminus
of the Puket Feny service and as the only port of the \¥est Coast with
.any railway communications behind it.
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Before the era of railways the commercial centres of the SOllthel'n
.I:~royinces natlll'ally gravitated to the Sea coast e.g. Qhumporn, Bandon.
l'ak.awn Sritammarat (Ligor), Senggol'a (SoJlgkbls) Patani ami Bangnara.
in the two Northern Monthons there is a marked tendency to mvve
away from the coast and concentrate nearer the .Railway Line: In

Monthon Patani littJe change is noticeable thuugh Jala is growing l'apiJly
io importance. Most of the above are described as ports, though strictly
the term can only be applied to Senggol'a, where steamers actually
anchor tn sight of the to\Yn. TUNGSONG

1
the junction fol" the Trang

branch, has sprung up rapidly into a market town of SOlUe importance.
it occupies a central position on the railway system and :til tnwellers
llave to spend a night there. It is a YE'ry convenient centre fo1' the
Mining CDmmunity. The Eastern Smelting Co, of Pe-nang and the
};traits Trading Co. of Sillgapore have openeu ore-buying agenciGS there.
The Hailway A.dminisb*;ltion have given these firms cel'tain loading and
storing iacilities in the station ~'ard. The Siam Cornrnel'cial Bank. jf
it has nut actually opened a bnmch at, Tungsong, ,,-ill shortly do .so.
'l'ungsong thus seems likely to increase ill importance especially for the
necessities of the Mining Labolll' ,Fol'ce. ~1~-ka\Vn Sl'ibllnmal'at, hitherto
the most prosperdlls town in Snllthel'll Siam: hlU, snfferf'd most fl'clm this
tlansition.

Changes in the Commercial Centres of Gra\·ity.

Tlte Po.rt of Kantang.
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V
SO'CTHE~N PROVINOES OF SIAM.

\

TRADE OF THE

A. G. M FLETOHER,
Colonial Secretary.

SENGGORA CONSULAft DISTRICT.

T . d . th ,., Southern PI'ovinces JI of Siam dnrin?, 1918.
IU e III e _j S th r Provllloes are con-

These remarks on the tl'~Je of t;e . _~~ ~i;~mmarat and Patani.
fined. to the three Monthons of buraht. N~k~\\ t S in the Trang distrid
A Sh-Ol~ note is also added on the PpOd? an aDjg

d
be complete withont

f n t·· f these rOVlllces wou
£l,S no resume a _t e r.auet1o

t
tl

J

'Vest coast of the Peninsula.
reference to theIr only all e on Ie -

Railway Matters.

The most important date in the Commercial Hist?l'Y of t~e Pen~n-
t· July 1 1918 the day on winch regu ar trams

sula for many ~e:l's pasSi:~ at~tl the Federated Mtday States. At pre
began t~ run e ween f . d the service is run on the mlxell
sent trams run every other day ani . s=> a week there is a through
passengers and g?ods .syst;m tl~U~~ko~l~~ the fro~tiel'. There is also
goods trai~ carrylOg n~e ,r~m f - .3 nning fish cars from Chumporn to the
talk of trymg the expenmen a ]n

Malay l::itates. _ vV d·t" ns and the consequent shortage of rolling
Mainly owmg to rur con 1.

10
.' t lar e The shortage of rolling

stock, the volume ~r trad~tlca~rledt~Smn~are~gt~ allow its truck to cr?ss
stock is so great tna~ nel leI sys fore to be transshipped, a pr()ceedmg
the frontier. Everythmg has there 0 o· to lOts repu"ation as unhealthy

! . d money wmg "
involving loss 0 tllne a~ . . fficient Labour force to reside at
there is some difficulty m securing a sn

the frontie~ station. " r for some time and it is to be hopell
'1'he Ime has now been 1 un 0\ e I t' 0 £ the p".sseno'er

. d f ·bI. to speed up t Ie IffiIng 0 , ..' n
that it wIll soon be foun eaSSI e t Ponang is about 140 1))11e,s bnt·
:'lervice. 'fhe distanct' from enggol'a 0 _ 'd J·ust tinder 11 the other
'. takes J·ust over 13 hours olle "ay anthe Journey

Cotonial Secr:etary's Office,
Hongkong, 11th April, 1919.

. , '<1 f . Ul' 'information the enclosedSir __I am dIrected to fOlWUl _ or yo . f S'arn for the-
, tl ~ trade of the Doutbern P.rovmces 0 1

copy of a report on Ie. . . '111[.' ty's Consnl at Senggora.-
year 1918, compiled by lils Bntanmc l~ uJes
I am, etc.,



Mining,

7il
V

It is astonishing to see the quantities of Pigs, Chickens, Dueksand
Eggs etc. that are exported from the district purtly by rail to Penang
and partly by sea to Singapore. This draining of the reSOurces of the
(;ountry has oaused the cost of living to rise about one hundrea per cent
during the last two years. For some years pa.st Singapore has steadily
drained the coast· districts of these commodities. With the opening of
the railway system, Penang has commenced to draw upon the resources.
ot the areas touched by the railway.

The, export trade in cattle and buffaloes is one of the main sources
of revenue of the natives of the whole Peninsula. The cattle are either
shipped to Singapore from the East Coast or else to Penang from the
West coast mainly from Kantang. Th~ greater proportion howevel' are
driven overland to Kedah and Perlis.' A certain number are driven
across the peninsula to Setul whence they are transferred into
sailing lighters to Penang and Klang. A certain number also cross over
land into Upper Perak from Patani via Jala, B-etong and Kroh.

The trade is practically confined to Indians, the Mohammedan
Southern Indians specialising in the buffalo trade and the Pathans from
Northern India in the cattle trade. The traders generally Own to hav.
ing experienced a profitable year but one and all lament the depl'ed.:l
tions of thieves along the roads. For some months the road from Hat
Yai to Kedah via SOOao ,vas practically abandoned owing to the number
of cattle lost by thefts. A favourite device of these mara.uders seems
to be let off squibs and crackers amongst the tethered herds at night.
In the resultant confusion it is comparatively easy for the thieves to
collect one Or two of those that have broken loose and drive them off
along some little known side-path. One often begins to wonder whether
the Government is alive to the numbers being exported and whether one
day in the near futu,re the country will not have to face ill. serious shortage
in the breeding stock.

The Dutchman who represented the Insurance Company maue a
tour ~hrough the PeninouJa a·nd is reported to have received many
applications for insurance, mainly from the Chinese Community.

The two big Oil Companies (Mess'rs. The Asiatic P.etroleum ana
'1.'he Standard Oil Co. of New York) possess agencies in most of the biggC!'
towns in charge of Chinese Compradores and periodically send round
Europeans to inspect them. The agent for the Sewing Machine,s is
believed to have sold more machines than he eveI' thought possible.

The Anglo-Siam Corporation have gone further than any of the
other firms as they hav,e decided to open a hranch in Pata-ni under
Europe.an supervision. It is understood that they hope to interest them
selves in Mining, the Timber trade and General Agency Business.

Cattle and Live Stock Trade.

'rho mineral wealth ~f "the Southern Provinces' is at present hrJTAlv
unknown. Many prospectors of varying qualifications have visited the
district and made cursory examinations. There are but few i'1sto::mces of
large areas being applied for on lease as distinct from Prosp'ecting

"

"
"

",.

.', f the two big Smelting Companies
'file advent to Southern Slam 0 t' d above During the

. 1 B k has been men lOne ' ..
nnd th~ Biam CommerCl:1 an

E
. Representatives to enqUIre mto

year the following fil'lns sent ~ Ulopean
the possibilities of trade. G'lfill

Messrs. Adamson :(1, an
Sandllanus Buttery .
The AngJo~Siam C(WporatlOn
1'h Great Eastern Lifp 1nsurance
1'11: Anglo-Swiss 1\1i!~ Cl)mpany
~inger Sewing Maclnneb

Industries.

" (Danish) have large timber con-
1\ t Bandon the East ASIatIC Co. .t J to be doinO' well
~ . ill They arc r,epOl eo.

cessions anu a stealll saw m :1 d their expected. output, The vanous
though lack .of f.reight has cur~a~:ndon, N?.kawn SritamDla~'at, Patalung
mall I'i('e \lulls m the towns 0 " . t t. de A ccrtmn amo.llllt of

S . d thea expor la . , t
and oOllgkhla have ll1crea.se . K dah and the Federated Malay Sta es.
1'1C0 ·has h~(-'n sent .to Estates III lIT ed ·bv sea tJ Kelantan, Tr~ngganH
'l'lIe gl'eater quantJty has been s pp h • tl 'can cxpr,nd then' trade
..L • IT ff" It to see ow ley ,
awl ~ingapol'e. It IS 1 leu, !", n'e~ of labour in the hinterland to open
much more as they have no Je~e

up land now lying [allow.

New Developments,
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. . . t t ersons including the Director
In the opmIOll of many compe en P

t
t /'1- . F H. Giles), Tung-

l' ' '\ Revenue Depa.r men \.;.. 1. . h
General of the rovmCla . \ ital of the Sout ern

I tl futme commerCIa cap ~.
seng is not lo\Vev~r Ie Y' This opinion I fully share.
.Provinces but the vIllage of Hat 1 a1. 'n with a la.rge weekly market

H'\.T YAI is at present mere y a VI agel '. £ the' principal
' 1)" . . . 1 Office-r t IS one 0 I

and lteauqmH'ters of a IVI8101.la. t d' broad a.bout 22 miles from
cent!'es of the cattle t.nule. It IS s~t~.a e ab~~lt n miles South of lJtapa?
Kenggol'a. It is a statIOn on tlJedm~.mtl,neactual J'-unetion of the Patanl~

, I ~ ggOl'a) an IS Ie h 'I .(the junctIOn or, "en " L' to Bangkok. T e ral wa)
Kch~n~an, .~('da.h.Pe~~ng and thfa~:I~'es~~,:e \vith many buildings for
fH.lmlnIstl'atJOn IS laymg out a c g] t and its streets haye' been
' tlve site 01 t Ie own . nc
officials. The prospec : 1 ']1 b" te the difficulty so often expeTle -

dl'Tlg wille 1 WI 0 ,'m . b I'ead)'planned, a procee . . d after the land has een a I
fo.d in f)ialll of havmg to layout lOa s .

~'l"omiscuously bnlIt O\~er., n. im ortan~c as the AdministratIVe
l;-ienggora must Ietam s,:mc Pd tl only safe anchorage on

I C' tI . Provlllces ,an Ie .' I'k 1C'apital or tIe oOll ,1Cln .' 'tl N' E Monsoon but It IS un 1 e'y
d ,. o· the height Ol Ie . . . I 't 'htthe whole eoast 111 Inn. Tl· one way in wIne 1 1 Img

.' lInportancc lere IS d I thetl' increase In SIze or . d' ance in the tra e 0
, e of its old pre omlll . . team

possibly I'cgam SOI~ tr develops some enterprlslll.g s -
Peninsula namely: If as the coun y. b t en Hongkong 01' Swatow amI

, . d·' t steame l ' e we ,t d
sbip hllC were to lun a. nee I 'I' and the numeroUs assOl e

. Coolies fol' tIe .n mes ' d Cl ina:--;enggol'," canymg, It' I t even be possible to sen 1
I ' I tl e consume Imgl ,goods \\'lIC I 1.y . . b'] and land route.

' t l'enanrr bv tIns COlli mel sea, .(argo u I:' v
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Your letter with enclosure was d 1 l'd b f
its last monthly Meeting whe I ~ y al e ore my Commit-::'ee at
good enough to convey t~ HiQnExc~~s Instructed to request you to be
Government their thanks for ~ubmitti~;C[hth~ O~~er Administering the
to state that printed' . c epa. t to the Chamber and
ed to Hritisl fi hcopJes are bemg prepared and will be duly distribut-

1 rms w 0 are members of the Chamber I hit.- , lave, e c.,

Ct-.artered Bank of Indiot Australia and China.
Hongkong, 14th January, 181H.

Dear Sir,-The Exchange Bank " .
~onday, the 3rd February, be- declar~dar: ~na~lmou~ l~ s~ggestl?? H.ilt
caturday, the 1st idem .and h . d,an Hohday, m addltIOIl to

_ f ' we ave accor mgly applied to th G
~ent or their sanction. We shall feel IJbli pd'f 1 e .ove.rn
Its support to our application Y t g - 1 t Ie Chamber- WIll gnre.- ours, e c.,

•

T. O. DOWNING,
Manager.

E. A. M. WILLIAMS,
Secretary.

w

Chamber of Commerce.

CHINESE NEW YEAR BANK HOLIDAY.

The Honourable
The Colonial Secretary.

The Secretary,
Hongkon go, General

'14.

The cost of clothes has increased enormously during the past thre~
years. Markets that used to be gay with many multicoloured cloths are
now very bare. Japanese piece goods are beginning to predominate but
complaints as to their quality are rife. Theil" cost is also quite equal
to t,he pre War prices of much better European piece goods.

Singapore practically monopolises the export and import trade of

Patani.
Trade in Monthon N akawn Sritammarat is in a state of flux.

'1'ractel's still obtain many of their supplies from Singapore but the trade
with .Penang is l'apidly increasing and that with Bangkok falling off.

The Monthon of Suraht continues to do most of its trade with
Bangkok though the Bandon traders are commencing to import small
quantities of goods by rail from Penang.

Piece Goods.

Direction of Trade.

Licenses. G ambling on properties and options thereon has been
rampant. A great deal of ground has been taken up in sma1l areas, to
which the owners attach fabulous values though their only claims to
value often consist in the remark that someone d is sa.id to have found
tin quite clos-e." Attempts to work or prospect these areas are only
mad.e in rare instances. Tin and Wolfram are the main mine'rals knowll
te exist. A find -of oil is recently reported. Owing to the drop in
prices at the end of the year many of the mines are either closing down
or reducing their staffs. There is reported to be no market at all for
wolfram. Reports are continually being heard that rich finds are being
made in the Ronglek and Sichawn areas N. of Nakawn Sritammarat.
While there .is little doubt that tin and wolfram are found the:re in pay
able quantities, one must not accept too readily the optimistic statements
that they are second" Kinta Valleys." While the country is open to
European enterprise, practical experience in the Peninsula does not show
that Europeans are given any encouragement or assistance in prospecting

their business.

v

(Sd.) K. G. GORTON.

H.B.M. Consulate, Senggora,
Februa-ry 20, 1919.

Hongkong General Ohamber of Oommerce,
Hongk0ng, 24th April, 1919.

Rongkong General Ohamber of Commerce,
Rongkong, I-Uh January, 1919.

Sir,--.In connection w;th th r' '
have 3rd Februar decla:red 'a e app l?atlon of the Exchange Banks to
that this Chamb::' supports tl~ank HI'oht~ay, 1

I
have the honour to state.

c app tea lOn.- have, etc.,

Sir,-1 have the honour to acknowledge receipt of your letter of
11th instant covering a report on. the trade of the Southern Provinces of
~iam for the year 1918, compiled by His Blfitannic Majesty's Consul at

Senggora.

The Honourable
The Colonial Secretary.

E. A. M. WILLIAMS,
Secretary.



'\-Vale".

;T. B. SUTTOR.

M. WILLIAMS,
Secretary.

E. A.

The SecretaJ'Y,
Ghambel' of CDmmerce

Hongkong.
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Commercial Commissioner in the East G, oVClfnment
of the State of New South Wales

Kobe, 22nd December, .;91ft

Sir,-I have the honour to' advise in " fl' _ .
for coal ill the East tlmt I took the mat ',lew 0 .. t 1e IugJ~ prIces ruling
onler to aSCCl'taill if ~ew South W I tel . IIII) WIth In,Y Government in
the E t ., b' - a es coa owners wOlllJ cate,' for

aE anu esta lish depots.
I ,am n0W in receiot f . I f_ 0 a lep y as ollows'
I( SUP~I'V~~g'it~~~~ E(Ne~vcastle) cloni owners are ~repal'CU to negotiate

~ Jt <1 as ,ern mal' \:ets present pri f b ,~
<l arc as follows '-Best l\.f·tl ~J' _I B" ' ces .0.• l'icwcastle
"jOs g.' T' . a1 anu anu archaIc larO'(' 178 ad 'traIl,) u· 01"11ba (word t'l t d) ;::, -.. ... J

"and sn~dll 11~. 3d. mu I a·e 13s. 3u.; UIlSl.:l'eelWd 125. tid.,

" Southern owners U bl t "
« kong but COllI.' k d nl~ e 0 quote for coal tf dehYC-l'cd I-Ion<:r_

, u mu_ e e I\'-cry Port Kembl P . ~
"Jetty C'1l t b' a. resent prIces ex·
I . j·U ('s elllg 17s. Gu. pel' ton best screened ('o'd "
n VIeW of the undoubted exceHe t l·t f ',.' ,

I commend the above t f·' n
bl

qua 1 y 0 tJle Newcastle coajs
I ° your avoura e notice dIll b '
:ave your views on the matter as also r .' a~ S 1a e glad 1.(1
twns generally I h t P obable reqUll'ements and condi..- ave, e c.,

OOAL SUPPLY FOR THE EAST.

y

Hongkong General Chamber of Commerce,

Hongkong, 21st January, lD20.

~ir,_I !la.ve the ,honour to a k I u .
.22nd nIt. with l'efel'en T c now e ge l'~Celpt of .r~llJ' letter of
Committee at its last ';o~~)hlNeMwcatS~le Coals wluch wn,s laid before my

. y .L ee Illg.
The Pl'lCes quoted are low but th d·ffi 1

sca.rcity of tJonna,ge. 'l',he lDatt~r has I be 1 .ell t.~ wonld. <1ppear to be the
.last Monthly Report, cony of whicl I ~n 1efe~led t~ In the ~hamber;s

I shall be glad t -... . 1 ene.ose fOt your IfJfonnabon.
O

0 vlansmlt to you III due co ..
hamber may rcceive._I have, etc., ' urse nn.y CIHlllIncs t,ho

J, B. Su t tor, Esq.,

Commercial Commissioner in the East,
Government of t.he State of New ·South

Kobe.

E. A. M. WILLIAMS,
Secretary.

Sir,':""-I have the honour to acknowledge receipt of your letter of
1st instant. advising the Chamber of pending alterations to the Limes of
local postal deliveries.

.My Committee is of opinion that with the exception of the 4 p.m.
delivery of registered matter, which delivery they prefer should be con
tinued, the other alterations would not materially affe('t the Commercial
Community.-I have, etc.,

S. B. O. ltOSS,
Postmaster General.
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811',-1 have the honour to inform you that, I am considering the
question of some rearrangement of the hours of delivery and should be
much 0bliged if your Committee would give me their advice as to the
times which would be most useful to the mercantile community.-

lIhe present hours of delivery are as follows:-
Ordinary Letters Registered Letters.

8.30 a.m. 9.00 a.m.
10.00 a.m. 10.30 a.m.
12.00 noon 12.00 noon
2.00 p.m. 2.00 p.m.
4.00 p.m. 4.CO p.m.
5.30 p.m.

I propose to make the first delivery of ordinary letters at 8.00
instead of at 8.30, this latter hour was decided upon aftci' war hl'oke out
£l.,-; ships were detained by the Examination SC'l'vice and an earlier deli~
very was not possible. I am doubtful if the delivery at 5.30 is of much
use in the \:Iusiness portion of the town.

I am also doubtful if the 4.00 p.m. delivery of registered letters i~

of much use.
I shall hcwever be glad if you win give me the opinion of your

Committee on the question.-I have etc.,

General Post Office,
Hongkong, 1st May, 1919.

Hongkong General Chamber of Commerce,

Hongkong, 8th May, 1919.

1'1tOJ>OSED ALTERATION TO HOURS OF POSTAL DELIVERIES.

rhe Postmaster General,
Hongkong.

x

The Secretary,
Hongkong General Chamber of Commerce.



The University,

Hongkong, lOth J unc, ]919.

. - - ' .. ,"'" '. -~,'79

HEWETT MEMORIAL SCHOLARSHIPS.

Dear 8ir,_1 wish to bring to your notice the position of Mr. Wong
To On who holds one of the Hewett Memorial Scholarships generously
founded by your Chamber. This student is greatly handicapped by
pecuniary difficulties. Since entering tIle University he has supplemented
his 8chola;rship by teaching. In term time he has taught for four hours a
"leek for the sum of $10 petf month, and in the vacations for ten hours a.
week for $20 per month. Even so he has been in want of money. He
informs me that it will be very diffcult for him to continue at the
University next year unless he can secure: some financial assistance,
and he is at present seeking commercial employment during the vacation.
I therefore venture to ask on his behalf whether it would be possible for
your Chamber to grant him an additional $150 in oJ'der to facilitate his
~tudies at the University until he obtains his degree.

tl~his student ,has been in the Faculty of Arts for 2! years, and has an
excellent record. He is intelligent and a hard worker, and is in every
way worthy of assistance.-Yours, etc.,

8WATOW BRITIi:>H OHAMBER OF OOMMERCE.

GEORGE THORNTON,
Hon. Secretary.

The British Chamber of Commerce,

Swatow, 12th May, 1919.

7S

z

"D . S·· -I now have the pleasure to enclose herewith .for your
eal Il, . t' db thIS Cham-

perusal and reference the following publications JUS Issue y

ber:-
Heport on the Trade of Swatow for the year 1918. . ril _
Committee! Report of the Chamber for the year endlllg 30th Ap .

I am, etc.,

J. D. WRIGHT,
Dean, Faculty of Arts.'l'he Secretary,

Hongkong General Chamber of Commerce. E. A. M. Williams, Esq"
Secretary,

Rongkong, British Chamber of Commerce.

I
L._.

Rongkong General Chamber of Commerce,

Hongkong, 20th ~1ay, 19]9.

Dear SIl' _1 have to acknowledge with thanks your letter 'of 12th
, h t d f Swatow for the year 191&instant covering copy of Report on t e fa e 0 d d ~oth

nd your Committee's Repo,rt of the Chamber for the ~eal' en e ~
a . t" I been CIrculated to myApril 1919, both of whl~h commumca IOns lave
()ommittee.-Yours. etc.,

WILLIAMS,
Secretary.

E. A. M.

Hongkong General Chamber of Commerce,

Hongkong, 19th June, 1919.

Prof. J. D. Wright,
Dean, Faculty of Arts,

lJniversity of Hongkong.

Dear Sir,-Your letter of 10th instant regarding the Schola.rship
held by Mr. ",Vong To On <;a-mc up for consideration by my Committee at
a Meeting held on Monday, 16th instant.

My Uomrnittee sympathise with this student in the circumstances in
which he finds himself, and 1 am instructed to enclose a cheque for $151)
to enable him to tide over his difficulties and pursue his studies until
the expiration of the Scholarship.

I am to add that this contributi~n is to be considered as special
and is to be in no way taken as a precedent for similar cases that may
arise._Yours, etc.,E A. M. WILLIAMS.

Secretary.

i

Chamber of Commerce.'i '
The Secretary,

Swatow British



N. TEESDALE MACKINTOSH,
Registrar.

The Secretary,
. Hongkong General Chamber of Commerce.
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E. A. M. WILLIAMS,
Secretary.

Hongkc.ng General Chamber of Commerce.

Hangkong, 18th October, 1919.

"The Senate deGided to 1'2 commend to the Hongkong Generai
If Chamber of Oommerce that the Hewe'tt Scholar Mr. Ngan Shut
"Leung, be deprived of his Scholarship in view of t'he unsatisfa-ctory"
H nature of his work, and in view of the fact that he could not nol,~
'I qualify for his degree in the period of 4 years for which the
(( Scholarship was awarded."
In cxplaua,tion of thIs resolution, I am. directed to inform you that

this student entered the Up.ive;rsity in January 1917 as a Hewett Memorial
Scholar. He took the Intermediate Examination in May and again in
September 1918, and on both occasions failed. As under these circum
stances, the Scholarship which was only tenable for 4 years would not
enable him to complete the full Arts Course, and as the Faculty of Arts
considered his work to be so unsatisfactory, he was instructed to take
the Commercial Oourse; at the sam.e ti'=l1c, he was warned that if he did
not pass in the Sessional Examination in May 1919 the Faculty would
recommend the withdrawal of his Scholarship. Notwithstanding this.
warning, Mr. K gall Shai Leung did not sit for his exa.-:nination in May of
this year.

The "rarden of his Hostel also reports that this student has been
able to raise sufficient money to pay his own fees and as the Scholarship·
is awarded only to POOl' students who would otherwise be unable to entel'
the University. the Senate feels this to be an additional reason to recom..
mend the withdrawal of his Scholarship.

I shall be grateful if you will kindly iof.arm me whether the Hong
kong General Chamber or Commerce will agree to this recommendation
f.rcm the Scnate.-I am, etc.,

The Registrar,
University of Hongkong.

Sir,-I have the honour to acknowledge receipt of your letter of tlw
3rd instant conveying to this Chamber a Resolution made by the Senate
of the University with reference to the Hewett Memorial Scholarship

. awarded to Ngan Shai Leung in 1917.
My CO':nmittee ag.ree with the action taken by the Senate anrI

very much regrrt that the student in question was not deprived of his-.
Scholarship earlier in his University cal'ee:r.-I am, etc.,

J. D. WRIGHT.
Dean, Fac~ulty of Arts.

The Hegistrar,
University of Hongkong.

"Cniversity of Hongkong,
Hongkong, 31'd October, 1919.

Sir -I h'ave the honour to ask you to bring the fo~l~wing' feso]utilln
made by 'the Senate of this University at its ?9th Meetmg h-e1J nn Tl1Cs~
day. September 30th, before the notice of the Hongkong General Chamber

of Commerce:-

The Secretary,
Hongkong General Chamber of Commerf~e.

University of Hongkong,
Hongkong, 4th July, 1919.

8i1',-1 beg to apply for the sum of $900 in pa:; l~lent of the ~Ie\Vett
:Memorial ~chola~rship for 1919 in respect of the followmg scholars.

Wong To On .
Ngan Shai Leung
Chan Kwan Po

with many thanks,-1 am, etc" f=l.HN. TEESDALE MACKIN'rO~ ,
Registrar.

E. A. M. vVilliams, Esq..
Secretary,

Hungkong General Uhamber of Commerce.

Hongkong General Ohamber of Commerce,
Hongkong, 8th July, 1919.

D '.tr ~'Witb r,eference to your letter of the 4th insta~~! I beg
lilaJ. If,' . TI . u Y ar's TUItIOn fees

herewith to enclose ClJeque for $900.-covenng nr e 'p'
for Messrs. Wong 1'0 On, Ngan Shai Leur:g and Chan Kwan o.

Kindly acknowledge receipt and obhge.-Yours, etc.,

E. A. M. WILLIAMS,
Secretary.
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University of Hongkong,
Hongkong, 27th June, 1919.

Deal' Sir -I beer to acknowledge the receipt ot your letter of tjhe
,0 f $1"'0 tl 'p . '11 grant from tIe19th inst and the enclosed cheque or ;), 1C S eCh 1 l'

Hewett Scholarship Fund. _ I wish t~ thank you fol' tl:e tro~b e you ~:~':
taken 111 ttle matter, and your commIttee for the consIderatwn they
sbown to :Mr. \¥ong To Un.-Yours, etc.,

I

,.
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H. E. POLLOCK,
Attorney GeneraJ-

of Commerce.

of Commerce.

E. A. M. Williams, Esq.,
Secretary,
Hongkong General Cham bel'

,\BOLITION OF TELEGRAPH CENSORSHIP.

Attorney General's Chambers,
Courts of Justice

Hongkong, 22nd July, ;919.

My dear Williams,-As there seem to b . .
as to the meaning of the t N 'fisea lIttle mIsapprehension
censorship of international ~e~en. otl cation to the effect that I'The
will be abolished as from ,; ~g:~ms ~hethel' by cable Or by wireless
I. am writing to let youm~n:l~1 th:.~r t~24th July, 1919 ;'J '
\':111 be abolished at th ·d t' IS means that all oensorship
b . e sal lme and that from that t·

USlness community are at libert' to k' Ime onwards the'
whether to foreign countries or ,)the ;a:

t
Cduse. of Codes foJ' telegrams

territory in the same way as the d'd b ~1 e hKmgdom or other Britishy I e or03 t e wal'.~Yours, etc.,

Nestle & Anglo-8wi'ss Oondensed Milk Co.,

Hongkong, 22nd July, 1919.

RE ABOLITION OF TELEGRAPH CENSOR.

Dear Sir,-Upon enquiry at tl T I h
that they have received no offi . I ~~ ,eegrap O~ce we are advised'
Codes, and are the.refore at ;~a at~' onty to permIt the use of Private
of Private Codes will ·be immed\:~:? 'arl~~l~ to ~ell ~s ;vhether the" use
they are "officially" ad' dye. T ey mtlmate that whel!
stating that the regulatio~~se., ~~'~sum~bIY, they wd~ soud a cilcular"
withdrawn. lcqulling t Ie use of specrfic Codes, w-ill be

~e .suggest that steps be taken to have them" officially 'J d· d
so as 0 prevent any unnecessal'. deja . th P . a Vise .
we suggest therefore that you ~ke t~eI:ece:s::~°sfte;:~at~~u~~~s~tc~a.y-

Nestle & AngJo-Swiss·CondenseJ
Milk Co., London

Hongkong Office,
A. G. COPPIN.

Manager for Hongkong & South Chin,_
The Secretary,

Hongkong General Chamber

Dear 8ir,-1 am directed by my Committee to acknowledge receipt
of your letter of 8th ult., containing reasons for the recommendation that
Mr. Tse Man Lung be awarded the Hewett Memorial Scholarship render
ed vacant through the deprivation of Mr, Ngan 8.hai Leung.

My Committee have carefully considereJ the recommendation nml
approve the award, which information can be conveyed to Mr. Tse Man

Lung.-Yours, etc.,

E. A. M. WILLIAMS,
Secrebtry.

The Secretary,
Hongkong General Chamber of Commerce.

The Registrar,
University of Hongkong.

A 1

Hongkong General Chamber of Commerce~
Hongkong, 15th January, 1920.

N. TEESDALE MACKINTOSH.
Registrar.

University of Ituugb-QJ.1g,
8th December, 1919.

Sir,-I have the honour to ask you to place before the Hongkong
-Chamber of Comm€Il'ce a l'ecommendation from the Senate of this Univel'
sity that the Hongkong Uhamber of Commerce Scholarship which is now
vacant through the depriva.tion of Mr. Ngan Shai Leung shall be awarded

to Mr. Tse Man Lung.
This student entered the University in September, 1918, in the

Faculty of Arts, and is thus due to ,spend two years and two terms
more at the University. The Scholarship held by Mr. Ngall Shai Leung
was awarded in January, 1917, tenable for four years, and therefore would
naturally expire in January, 1921; so that in its present state it would
only carry Mr. rrse Man Lung through half of the time still in front of

him here.
The Senate, however, begs to call your kind attention and generosity

to the case of the student, who is exceedingly well spoken of by the
Dean of his Faculty, by his Tutors and by the ""Vanlen of hi.s Hospital.

Hitherto he has been supported by a brother in Australia but now
owing to the financial difficulties connected with f.arming, and owing to
the present high rate of exchange, his brother has been ooliged to with
draw his support. In consequence, Mr. Tse Man Lung will have to leave
tIle University, unless some help is forthcoming.

The Scholarship which the ChambCll' of Commerce has generously
founded is specially awarded to poor students, who are otherwise unable
to enter the University, and this therefore seems a C(l"SC which ,tho
Chamber of Ccmmerce may be specially willing to he]p,~I am, etc.,



WILLIAMS,
Secretary.

E. A. M.

B 1

Hongkong G~neral Chamber of Commerce,
Hongkong, 11th September! 1919.

Deal' Sir,---In cOllllection with the llS~ of "Private Telegraphic
Codes, JJ this Chamber is reliably informed that there exists betwee)"j
Bangkok and Hongkong and also between the Argentine and Rongkong
?,n an?malous condition of aJl'airs which would seem to require some
1mmedla.te explanation.

It J:tppears that while J3angkok amI Buenos Ayres can make use
of "Priyate Codes." to Hongkong, this Cohny is debarred from the
privilege of using these codes to ,Bangkok and Buenos AV1'es "Public
Codes" and plain language only being accepted for Bangkok' while for
Buenos Ayres only plain English iR accepted.

My Committee has now before it two cases in one of which pl'iYate
code was refused to Bangkok with the expla.nation Hmt only publ~C"
codes could be used, and the sender's name must be inserted and in
the ?thcr, the i'erusal to accept private code to the AJ'gentin~ on the
'2nd mstant was a(,coll1:~J1:lDied by.the explanation that only plain English
may be used, whereas In May tIllS year Bentley's Code has aJready been
used to Bueno!,? Ayres, and during July and A.ugust code messages had
been received from the same place.

Hongkong, in matters of this kind, a.ppeat's to he placeu at art
("xt:aordinary. disad\,antage! and my. Commltt.ee will be glad to learn, as
earlY as pOSSIble, the reason for tius state of affairs, and if uniformity

Hongkong General Chamber of Oommerce,
Hongkong, ~4th July, 19U).

Dear Sir,-Your letter of 22nd iost. with reference to the abolition
of Telegraph Censorship has.: duly been laid before my Committee and I
am now desireu to draw your attention to two advertisements"by the
Telegrap.h Cos. appearing in this mor~ing's issue of the" Daily Press,"
from wi11eh you will learn that censorship has been re"moved to countries
i,vithin the British Empire with the exception of Egypt, and also to certair:.
other countries.

It would appear that the Honourable the Attorney GenelarS an
nouncement l'efers to the censorship from the point of view of the station
of despatch, and if telegrams in private codes are refused, it is apparent
ly the case t.hat the censon:ihip regulations of the addressees' count,ry haye
not been lifted.

If, too wide. a "significa~1ce has been attached to the Attorney
General s commumca,tlO~ to th1s Chamber, m"y Committee much regret it,
but the letter was publIshed a.s received, with the "-.ole object of putting
the members of this Chamber in full possessitSn of the latest official pro
nouncement upon a point of high importance to the Mercantile Commuui
ty.-Yours, etc.,

The Manager,
Messrs. The Nestle and Anglo Swiss

Condensed Milk Co. (London)
Hongkong Branch.
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E. A. lll. WILLIAMS,

Hongkong General Chamber of Commerce,
Hongkong, 24th July, 1!.Jl9.

De'ar Sir,-I have for acknowledgment your letter of daLe with

reference to the Cable Censorship restrictions. . '
1'hi'3 morning's « Daily Press" contains ~wo advertlse.ment~ by

the Telegraph Cos. having reference to the withdrawal of censor:;hlp to
certain countries in which Holland is not included.

It would appear that the Honourable the Attorney General's ~n
nouncement refers to the censorship from the point of view of. the ~tatlOn
I,~ despatch, and if telegrams in Private ~odes are refused, it IS apparent
ly the case that the censorship regulatIOns of Holland herself.. haye ~ot
been lifted. My Committee would suggest that ;you communiCate wIth

your Consul on this point. .
If too wide a significance has been attach~.d to the Attun~y

General's communication to this Chamber, my CommIttee much regret.lt..
b;t the lette.r was published as lcceived, with the sale object of pUt.tl?g
the members of this Chamber in full possession of thel lates~ o~c13,l
pronouncementj upon a point of high importance to the MercantIle (,OIll-

munity.--Yours, etc.,

Secretary.

The Secretary J

Hongkong GeIH~ral Chamber of Commerce.

BI.

Messrs. The Holland Pacific Trading Co.,
Hongkong.
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Honand Pacine Trading 00.
Hongkong;· 2~th July, 1919.

GCJJtlf.;men -V,le understood from a letter addressed to yourselves
by the Hon. Attorney General, which appeared in the Public Press
recentl,Y, that all restrictions en international telegrams had been 1'e·

moved as from midnight 23-24 July.
This morning eady a code telegram was pl'csentcll to the Eastern

Extensu.on Telegraphs for Holland and refused, the Company's clerk
stating that his current instructions were as follows :---.

, From Midnight 23rd Censorship restrictions withdrawn on
all telegrams for all places in British 'ferritol'y (except Egypt).

To aH other countries present restrictions continue (except
China Philippines, Dutch Indie€>l U.S.A' l Brazil, Bolivia, and

Sr>ain). .
Further it was stated that telegrams must still be SIgned.

N~w, Gentlemen, it is needless to point out the very striking dis~
Cl'cpancy between the two statements; we take leave to tIfi.nk that the
position merits yOllr immediate attention in view of the c(Jntmu~nce of a.
very serious position if the Company is right and the A.G. IS wrong.
May we hope to hear from you on the subj ect to-uny 1-Yours, etc.,

VAN GENNEP LUHRS,
:Managing Partner.



J. L. CROCKATT.
Manager.

E. A. M. WILLIAMS,
Secretary.

Chamber of Commerce.

Chartered Bank of Ihdia, Australia and Ohina,

. Hongkong, loth June, 1919.

~~ar Slr,-As on former occasions, the Exchange Banks .are desiroua
of ma~lDg Tuesday, the 1st July, 1919 a Bank Holiday and' w b n

~tCCOrdl~gly .applied to· the Governme~t for their sanct'ion W ~ 'i'~~
.eel obliged If the Ch.tJrlber 'will give its suport to our application e IS 1.
etc., .-- am.

'rhe Superintendent
Impolrts ;nd Exports,

Hongkon",.

BANK HOLIDAY, 1st JULY, 1919.

C 1

The Secretary,
Hongkong General

Hongkong General Chamber of Commerce,

Hongkong, 24th June. 1919.

S.i.)',~I have ~he I,1OIlOUf. to a.cknowledge receipt of your letter

fi
~f 13th Instant COVOl'lDg five copIes of 'Trade Returns of the Port for the
rst quarter of 19] 9. '

hI' R~plying to your enquiry, ,my Committee is of opinion that the
pu lcatlOu as ~ow p~oduce-d by your Department is better than that of
1918

t
,. and consIder It most dsirahle that the new form should be

con lllued.-I have, etc.,
E. A. M. WILLIAMS,

Secretary.

Hongkung General Ohamber of Commerce,
. Hongkong, 11th June, 1919.

to LheSI;-:With l'eference to the appli'cation of the Exchancre Bank'"
Jay, I a::vJ[;e~;:~t ~o l~l~ve""1 Tue~day, 1st July, declared a B~nk Holi:
the support of this chY hY comIffijlttee to state that the application has

am er._ lave, etc.,

The Colonial Secretary,
The Honourable

D. de H. FARRANT,
Superintendent.

E. A. M. WILLIAMS,
Secretary.

Imports and Exports Office,
Hongkong, 13th June, 1919.

8ior,-1 sent you yesterday five copies of Trade Returns for the First
Quarter of 1919. You will obs'erve that the publication is in slightly
different form to t.hat of 1918. I should be glad to have your views as
to which form is the most desirable.-I have, etc.,

C. W. BECKWITH,
Super:ntcndent.
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The Secretary,
HO:lgkong General Chamber of Commel'~~.

The Ea;s,tern Extension .:\..ustralasia & Ohina TelegraphOo", Ld.,
Hongkong, 13th September, 1919.

Dear Sir,-Iu reply to your letter dated 11th inst., with reference
to telegrams t.o Siam and the Argentine, I would beg to point out that
telegrams !vr Bangkok, via the Normal route, i.e. Saigon, owing to
traversing French territory, come under that Country's Oensorship
l'estrictioll:'\ and would be required to COliform to the regulations hitherto
in fl;H'l;e. Inquiries maLie concerning these, elicited the reply, from the
Saigon Authorities, that the restrictions concerning codes, languages, and
signatures of s-endcrs, were maintained. rrhe contention that "private
codes II are in use from Bangkok would point to a lenient view being
taken by the French Authorities but there can be no question but that
such a view is in direct cantraventron to their own regulations. It is
our dut~r olearly to point out to clients just what regulations remain in
foroe _but we are quite willing to take" private," or any other codes,
strictly at the risk of the sender. With regard to the Argentine, I much
regret that anyone should have been told that telegrams could only
be written in I' plain English." The authorized codes ha,ve been accepted
since October, 1915, and are still ac,ceptable, although, owing to that
country's Censorshlp restrictions being still in force, "Private Codes"
are not.--Yours. etc.,

B 1

QUARTERLY TRADE RETURNS.

'The Secretary,
Hongkong General Chamber of Commerc.

in the .use of Codes to and from the places mentioned ma.y be expected
in the near future.-Yours, etc.,

The Superintendent.
Eastern E:xtension Australa.sia & China Telegraph Co.,

H"ngkong.



Remarks.

Suitable for employment as :_
Clerks of Works, Estate Manager>'!
(upkeep and management of property),
Estimating Clerks, Surveyors Clerks,
General Foremen, Experts In Sanita~
tion.

J. R. YOUNG,

Colonel,
President, China Command Bra-nch, R.E. a.C.A.
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been regularly employed at their trades during their service. A great
many of them have received special training in the most technical details
of their trades.

A list showing the classes of men this Association is desirous of
assisting, together with their trades and special qua'lifications, is attached.

Capable and reliable men of good character only will be recom
mended for employm.ent. o It is, therefore, hoped that in the event of
vacancies occurring in your estahlishment you will be good enough to
give this Association an opportunity of submitting candidates.

Candidates would, if possible, be selected from men serving in the
Ohina Station who are about to return to civil life, but there are not,
many here now and should none be available, any application receiveu.
would, if desired, be immediately submitted to Head Quarters in London.

'The Secretary of the China Command Branch would be glad to
render every assistance to :Employers of Labour to find suitable can
didates, \vho, we feel sure, if given a place, would prove their worth and'
give satisfa.ction, as many ex-Royal Engineers are now doing where firms
hAve been good enough to give them an opening.-I am, etc

o

,
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The Secretary,

Hongkong General Chamber of Commerce.

SPECIALISTS, who have been:_
Military. Foremen of Works.

Military Machinists.

j

V

I

The ~~~ll~~~~::iBank of India., Australia and eh ~na.
lIongkong.

aLl) COMIlADES' ASEoOCJATIO:'ioROYAL EXGJ"EERS

D 1

Colonial Secreta.ry's Offica,
Hongkong, 19th June, 1819.

_. . of the 11th June, I am directed
Sir -'With reference to Jom l~tte~ffi, . !i..dministering the Govern

to in{om: you that His E.xcellency ~1-e _ tIl ce~st Julv, 1919, to be observed
meut-in-Council has appomted Tues uy. e ,

as a. General Holiday. . bI' I d III the Hongkong Government
A notification Wlll be pu 181e

Gazett,e to this effect.--I arnJ etc., A. D. BAVL,

p. Colonial Secretary.

The Secretary, b of Commerce.
Hongkong General Cham er

G I Ch mbc" of Commerce,Hnngkong cnera u- 1

HOl1gkong, 20th June, 1819.

1 tt . f the loth instant, I am direct..
Sir -\Vith rcfcl'cllce to your e ClOt d tile application to t.he

, J' Oh rober has fOuppor ,e 1 d
ed to inform you that t liS. a k . h· l'uesda'\: 1st July, dec arc
• . E - 1 Ban s to ave ~ J '. 1.Government of the xo lange . . t ox informahon that t 1e le-

oOd . 1 I now am 111 reeelp d . 0 tOnga General Hon a~r, an( '. E _ , 11 the Ofhcer A mmlS en
quest has been approve~ by HIS xce eney

the Goyernment-in-Conncil. E. A. M. WILLIAMS,

Secretary.

llo~'al Engineers Old Comntdes' Assoc:ation,
R. E. Office,

Hongkong, 4th June, 1910.

- " tour noti-ce that, in connecti.on
Gentlemen,-\\ (' beg to bung ~tY t l'as been formed to aSsIst

o t' Labour Depal men .~ "I 10[with this ASSOCla I~n. a., 1 ment on t.heir retum to civile
(.·ood men to obt-tHll smtable erop oy f e,'vice 01' when tl'ans{erreu
~ ltd 12 01' 21 years 0 s "' .. fter they IHl\-e comp e e "f.
Lt ft short penods 0 serVIce.
l·,) the J\rmy Re.scl."YC ~ ~r I ne dealing soldly with members of t,hc

TIns AssoCla.tlCll IS t 10 °dn Y\ 0 ,;J"re in a different category to
[ [1 1 E O"neers' an t lese men. t

corps 0 oya ~nol ' '. 0 f . 01 • ature as a large pel'cen _
. d b tl 'institutwns 0 a SImI a1 n, d h

Ihose oflerl: yo It'J. 1 C' vere qualified tradesmen-an avC'age of them upon en termg t 1e 01 ps \

Engineer Storekeepers.

Engineer Clerks. (*)

These men are expel'ts in :_
Mechanical Engineering, Steam and
Hydraulics, Electricity, (telephone,
telegraph, wireless and electric light
insta~Jations), Instrument Repairing_

Men who have had long experience in
connection with the proper care of
large stocks of valuable stores, and of
store accounts.

Estimating, Quantities, Finance,
Secretarial Duties, Typewriting and
Shorthand.
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THE BRITISH IMPERIAL OOUNCIL OF COMMERCE.

The British Imperial Oouncil of GO'Jllmerce~
1, 2 &. 3, Oxford Court, & 87, Oannon Street,

London, E.C. 4.

London, 7th Februar.y, 1919.

BUSINESS CONFERENCE. JUNE 4TH, 1919.

. Dear Sir,--I am desired to inform, you that the Executive Com-
mltte~ of lthe C?uncil have recently met to consider the question of
resummg tne serles of Congresses interrupted by the War.

. The. Committee were unanimously of opinion that from practical
co?slderatlOns it would not be possible to organise a succ€8sful Congress.
thIS year, _~hether in England or abroad, and they, therefore, propose
that the ~mth Congress should take pla<:e in Toronto about September,
1920, subJect, of course, to this being eonvenient to our friends there.

In the meantime there are certain matters, which call for considera-.
tion and diEcussion and the Commit.t.ee have therefore decided, following
the precedent of last year, to hoM a special] Business Conference on the
day of th: Annual Meeting, viz., June 4th, 1919. ffhis Conference will
not be strIctly confined to the appointed members of the Council, but wilI
be qpen to any properly accredited representatives of Empire Chambers
whether resident he1'e or on vi&it. '

In these circumstances I beg 'that you will send me as soon as
possible, and by, cable if necessary, any notices of motion which YOUI'"

Chamber (or Board) may desire discussed at the Conference and inform
-?1 e whether you wish to have any additional representatives, beyond, that
18 to say, your permanent nominee on the Oouncil.

. I take this opportunity of informing you that the Executive Oom
~lttee recentlly adopted £01' publicaion in the Press the following rcsolu
tlOllS:_

League of :Nations.

"That the Executive Committee takes cognisance of the
statements made ,by responsi.b1e Authorities in regard to the
establishment of a League of Nations as an outcome of the Peace
Conference, and is of opinion that the ultimate, settlement should"
provide for the admission of all nations, including the Overseas.
Dominions on such terms as will allow of their present independ
ence subject to effective guarantees being furnished by all the
nations participating in the proposed League."

Restitution and .Reparation by the Enemy.

1/ That in the opinion of this Committee no peace terms will'
be satisfa,ctory which do not provide for the payment by enemy
countries of a:ll costs incurred as a direct or indirect consequence
of the War by Great Britain, the Dominions, and the Allies."

Secretary.

Architectural, Mechanical, Skilled in
use of Surveying Instruments, Theodo
lit.es, Levels, etc.

Experts in Explosin~s, Organising and
Supervising large gangs of men.
Spe-cia'lists ;n temporary Engineering
Expedients, und suitable for positions
of responsiLility in large .institutions.

Engineer Draughtsmen. (*)

Instruetors in Field Works.

Col J. R. Young,
President,

China Command Branch,
Royal Engineers Old Comrades' Association,

Hongkong.

Surveyors (Land and Quantity).

H. E. Office,
Hongkong. 21st June, 1919.

Dear Sir,-I am directed by the President, China Commanu Branch,
Royal Engineers Old Comrades' Association, to express the thanks of the
association for the promise of assistance conveyed in your 'letter of 19th
June, 1919.-Yours, etc. ,.

C. E. LINTOTT, Q.r.r.s., R.E. ,

Hon. Secretary.
The Secretary,

Hongkong General Chamber of Commerce.

Men who have had considerable ex
perience in Survey work both at home
and abroad.

(*) In ~ome cases these qualifications :tre combined. ._
Besides the above there arc men of all branches of the bUlldlllg,

engineering, printing and mo,st oth~r recognised hades who would be
suitable as forBillen, overseers, or other positions of tJ·ust.

Hongkong- General Ohamber of Commerce,

Hongkong, J9th June. 1919.

Dear Sir,-Your letter of 4th instant with reference ~o the Lab.our
Department of your Association, which has been forJlled wlth .the o~Ject

of ohtaining suitable employment for trade-smen and aLiter. slo'lled t1me
expired m.en of the Royal Engineers, has been duly laId before my
Committee. .

I am directell to state that my Committee \yill l'enUCl' e\'cry assist
ar~ce to youx Association in its endeavours to obtain positions for recom
mended men should reference be made to the Chamber by emplqyers of
labour in this district._I am, etc.,

E. A. M. WILLIAMS,



Dear Sir,-At a Meeting of my Committee held to~da.y, a Oircular
letter from the British Imperial Council of Commerce dated 7th February,
copy of which is ·cnclosed, advising the deci.sion of the Council to hold
~ Special Business Conference on June 4th next, was discussed, when
It was decided in view of the near approach of the, date of tl1e Meeting
to despatch to you the following te~egram :

"Greatly appreciate your representing n~ Imperial Council
(, Commerce June 4th reiterating desirability Our remaining free
" Port also pressing Trl8.de Marks Oonvention between Britain China
"after consulting Crowe Oommercia.] Attache Japan now home."
My Committee is ;strongly of the opinion that Hongkong should

remain a Free Port and think it desirable to again press this point. The
answers given to questions regarding preferential tariff contained in the
Ohamber's letter to you of 21st March, ]916, copy of which I enclose,
fully conyey the reasons, of which you are well itwal'e, wllv this should
be so. .

Another important mattel' wl1ich requil'f's serious attention is the
growing competition of Japanese and AJn·erican Shipping ami the Ct-,ast
\vise shipping of the United Kingdom, India, etc., wlwre tlle Japanese
and American Shipowner can use his' vessels ,vitltout alIo'\"ing British
owned vessels a similar privHege in Japan and A;llcrica.

The Indian Coastal trade has undoubtedly assistf'd the Japanese
mercI-Jant to establish himself and penetrate to all parts of the interior
of India.

Recent flagrant infringements' of British Trade ~Iarks bv the
Japanese, which have been submitted to this Chamber show the nf'cvessity
for a recognised registration of all Trade Marks in China and Japan on
the basis o~ priority of usage.

Mr. E. F. Crowe, C.M.G" British Oommercial Attaehe in Japa,D,
writing to this Ch:unb.er from Singapore 1)11 his way home appears to
have discussed this important subject \vith the Chamber of Commerce
there. He states:_

" ..... I was sUrprised to find that althongh they are confronted
with the Japanese imitation of tri:de mark."- probiem they have
no> trade marks legislation in the Stra~~'5 so tl1E're is nothing they
can do."

.. I shall always be delighted to work in co-operation with
the Hongkoug Chamber in regard to any measures thcy may prQ
pose with regard to Japanese competition."
I enclose copy of some very interesting cfll'l'esponc1ence on the

Trade Marks question, received from Mr. H. J. Brett, Commercial
SC\cretary of Legation here, all of which is, in the possession of Mr.
Crowe, who is familiar with this subject from all its different aspects.
My Committee hope that you may be able to meet Mr. Crowe, as they
feel that a short discussion with him wou7d 'enable you to strongly re
present to the Council the urgent necessity for immediate action by the
Imperial Authorities in the manner indicated as a protection to British
Trade Marks on the China. Market.

F 1

Hongkong General Chamoer of Commerce,

Hongkong, 22nd April, 1919.

23.4.19.

MC:SGltAVE,
Secretary.

Hongkong General Ohamber of Oommerce,

Hongkong, 28th April, 1919.

DODWELL,
Chairman.

CHARLES E.

The Secretary,

British Imperial o.ouncil of Commerce,

I.ondon.

Freedom of the Seas.

U That this Executive Commit.tee having regard to the un
doubted fact that the power of the British Navy has been .a .~os~

potent factor in securing the safety and freedom of the CI.Vl ISO

world strongly urges His :Majesty's Government thro~~h Its ro·
prese~tatives at the Peace Conference, to accept no deflmt~on of the
term" Freedom of the seas," which will w.caken the ~e~a:tlve po,":er
of the British Navy, upon which the secllrJty of the Bl'1tlSh EmpLf6
depends. J'~Yours~ etc.,

Telegram to Mr. C. H. Ross.
Ross care Matheson

3, Lombard Street London,

F 1

Dear Sir --I am direded by my Committee to acknO\:l~dge receipt
of your circul~r letter of 7th Fehruary advising the deCISIOn of )'our
Council to hold a Spedal Business Conference on 4th June next. .

A telegram has been despatched to this Chambei"s representatIve,
Mr. C. H. Ross, who, it is hoped, will be able to attend..

My Committee cordially approve the resolutIOns adopted. for
publication in the Pre&s by your Executive Committee, more especm1ly
the third, having regard to the uFreedom of the Seas."·-I am, etc.,

E. A. M. WILLIAMS,
Secre~ary.

Greatly appreciate your r,epr~s~nting us l~perial Council Comme:c~

June Fourth reiterating desll'ablhty_ o~r ~emalJ:llng free port als.o pressmg
Trade Marks Convention between BrItam Chma after consulhng Crowe
Commercial Attache Japan now home.
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RESOLUTIONS CONSIDERED BY: THE EIGHTH CONGRESS, 19] 2.

All Red Route
A.ssimilation of Mmcantile Laws
Association of British Oommercial Empbyees
B?,lance Sheets of Guvernment or Municipal Underbkings
Bllls of Lading
BrItish Empire 'rrade' Mark
Commercial Arbitration
Oommercial Education
Commercial Relations between the Mother Country~ her

Colonies and Dependencies
Company Law
Co-ordination on Oommercial Objects
Date of Easter and Oulendar Reform
D.J.ylight Saving
Declaration of London
Emigration

CHARLES E. MUSGRAVE,
Secretary.

F 1

~:~:g:te~ as t~ ;.oting. In accordance with this rule will you please note
th na reso u Ions must reach me say three months before the date of

f et~ongress. It has been the practice, however, to circulate a first daft
o e program~e some months earlier, and it is intended to follow ~hil
custom and to Issue a first draft in February or early MaTch, 1920.

In order that there may be no misunderstanding I \"ould also refe
.you to Oongress Rule. 13 which allows of emergency'resolutions which
do ~o~ figure on the prmted prograinme, being admitted on a three.'folltl'ths
llIaJonty of the delegates present.

Rcsol.ution~ for the programme should, as far as possible be such
a.s are of dl.rect mterest to the Empiore as a whole! or a considel:able por
tion thereof.

· The Committee l'.ealise the difficulty of EubmittinO' resolutions Sf' far
~n ad.vanc~ of the meetmg, but it is necessary that this ~arly notic-e should
·~ glven 1ll ~rd~r that .the ~10S~ distant .points of the, Empire ma.y be

leached and lephes !l'eceived In hme to pnnt and circulate the first Jraft
of the programme.

· It is usual,. as a reminder, to append to the first formal notice of
the Oongres.s a h~t of the subjects dealt with. a.t the previolls Con ress
I am folloWlO~ tIllS coulr~e, althrlUgh, owmg to the -vVal', so mUll\' ~'ear~
have. elapsed smce the EIghth Uongress that many of the questio;ls'then
~on~ldere~ may be out of d~te: I am a,dding, also, a. reference t .... the
subJ~cts dlscmsed at the Busmess Conference held in 1916 and th ' <.: • 1
meetmgs in 1918 and 1919. ' C ,pecUl

I would. expr~ss tIle hope that you will bring this notice forward
for early consld~ra~lOn by your Chaf!lbcr, and that I may hea,l' from you

. by, say, the begmnIng of February, 1920.

.No doubt the appointment of delegates will have your attentir...n in
due tlme.-Yours, etc.,

The British Imperial Council of Commerce,
1, 2 & 3 Oxford Court, & 97, Cannon Street,

London, E.C. 4, 14th June, 1919.

Dear Sir,-I have only to~day received your letter of Ap.ril 28th In

regard to the Special Business Conference which took place on June 4th.
I would only say at the moment that Mr. C. H. Ross was present on

yOUl' behalf and that a full report of the proceedings is to be printed, and
copies will, of COUI'se, be fOirwarded to all 'the Chambers concerned in due
course,-I hope within the course of the next week or two.--YOUl'S, etc.:

CHARLES E. Ml:SGRAVE,
Secretary.

ROSS.

NINTH CONGRESS OF CHAMBERS 0[," COMMERCE OF

THE BRITISH EMPIRE, TOROXTO, 1920.

Dear .8ir,-1 am instructed by the 'Executive Committee to inform
you that Jetillltc arrange~llents have now been made to haIti t.lle Ninth
Congress of Ohambers of Commerce of the British Empi're, tho fil'st since
that held in London in 1912, at Toronto, commencing on Tuesday, August
24th, 192D. This date, however, is pro\·isional.

I enclose herewith a copy of the Congress Rules, adopted by thn
Council in 1914, which govern the Congress antI which, iutf'J' alia, deal
with tbe question of repreRcntation, voting power, and res-olutions for the
programme.

Your special attention. at the moment, however, ]S called to the
last point only. namely, resolutions for the programme. The Rules. yfl1.1
will ~ee, provide thut copies of the final progl'nmme. in the actual form,
that is to sa~r, in which it will be laid before the Congress, must be
circulated at lea-st eight weeks before the day on which the Congress
opens, in order that all Chambers, including th~se sit.uated ~n the remo~e
portions of the Empire, may have ample tl'.ne In which to mstruct thell·

17/5/19.

C. I-I. Ross, Esq.,
Messrs. Matheson and Co., Ltd.,

3, Lombard Street,
London.

E. A. M. WILLIAMo.
Secretary.

The Secretary,
Hongkong General Chamber of Commerce.

Oxford Ceurt, and 97, Oannon Street,
London, E.O. 4, 22nd October, 1919.

Thanking you in anticipation for the trouble the Chamber is putting
you to.-Yours, etc.,

Telegraphic reply from Mr. O. H. Ros~.

Dodwell, Hongkong.
Will act as requested.
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Excise Duty on Cotton Cloth Manufactured by 'indian Powe:-
Looms

Gibraltar Coaling Trade
Imperial Consulfilf Service
Importation of Canadian Cattle
Income Tax
Jail Mallufactures (India)
Merchandise Marks
Merchant Shipping-
Kational Defence
Xaturalisation of Aliens
Ottoman Lights
Ottoman Sanitary Dues
Panama Canal
Parcel Post
Penny Postage
Reciprocity between the 'Vest Indies and Canada
ncmcuics for La.bour Disputes
Sea Carriage of Goods
Sbamlard Gauges
Taxation of CQmmerrcial Travellers
Ta...xation of COTporations
Teiegraphic CommUIllcation
Trade :J.Iisrepresentation and Misdescription
Validity of Arbitration Aw·ards and Judgment3
Vene7.u~elan Import Duties
'Veights, Measures and Currency
West Indian Telegraphic Communication

THE BUSINESS CONFERENOE. 1916:

(Members of the Council and Others.)

Arbitration Awards, Enforcement. of
l)anking Facilities, Increasl:l of
Capital, New Issues of
Commercial Law, Assimila,tion of
Decimal System of Voleights, Measures l)'!ld Currency
Double Ine-ome Tax
Fiscal Questions
Inter-Imperial Co-operation
Licences to Trade, &c.
Naturalisation
Patents. Designs and Trade Marks
Prohibition of Contracts in Uestraint of Trade
Registration of Aliens
Scientific ReseaJrch and'Industrial Deyelopment
Shipping
Trade Commissioners
Trade Exhibition~
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SPE(,)AL MEETING HELD IN CONJUNCTION WITH ANNUAL

MEETING OF THE COUNCIL, 1918.

Empire Resources Devejopment Committee
Committee on Commercial and Industrial Policy
Changes of Narne by Aliens ~
Enemy Tl~ading After the War
N aturalisation of Aliens
Double Income Tax
Enemy Shipping
Date of Easter

EPECIAI, MEETING HELD IN CONJUNCTION WITH ANNUAL

MEETING OF THE COUNCIL, 1919.

Export Restrictions and Cable Delays
Empire Raw Materials: Pence Terms
Shipping
Imperia.! Preference
Postal and Telegraphic Rates
Imperial Wir,eless Service
Trading of Subjects of Enemy Origin
Enemy Aliens·
Double Income Tax
P,assports
Unificatior.. or Laws within the Empire

CONGRESS RULES

(Adopted by the Gotmeil on 137th April, 1914)'

GerelraI Ocnditions.

1. The Cong'!'ess shall, ~s heretofore, be known as I' The Congress
of ChIDmbers of Commerce of the British Empire."

2. The object of the Congress shall be to give expression to Im
perial commercial opinion on matters directly or in,lirectly
affecting commercial a·nd industrial affa,irs.

3. The Congress shall be held triennially. alternately in London
and the overseas Domini.ons, and in .the latter case the Congress
itself shall. at the preceding meeting. decide upon the p'recise
Ioe-ality. If circumstances. however, do not permit of this. the
decision shall rest with the British imperial Council of Com'
merce.



Rewlutions.

13. The Agenda paper containing the Resolutions to be proposed.
at the Congress shall be despatched to all Chambel'iS of Com
merce, Borurds of Trade, and Associations thereof, within a.nd
without the Empire, at least eight weeks before the date of the
Congress, in order that every facility may be given to Chambers,.
jjoard~ and Associations to instruct ~heir delegates in regard
to votmg.

14. A definite date by which resolutions must .re.ach the Organising"
Committee shall be fixed by that body, which date shall be at
lea·st twelve weeks before the date of the Congress.

15· In order to allow of emergency matters being discussed, the
Congress may itself, by a three-fourths majorit.y of those pre
sent, tempora.rily suspend Rules 13 and 14.

16. The O['ganising Committee shall have full power to refuse to
include any resolution which, in their opinion, does not come
within the scope of the Congress.

17. The order of the discussion of the resolutions shall be provi
~.ionaU'y fixed by the Organising Committee, but it shall be in
the power of the Congress itself to modify such order by vote
subject to the provisions otherwise laid down.

18. In -the e\'ent of Iresolutions of a similar nature being placed
upon the Agenda. paper, the delegates from the various Cham
bers proposing them shall ~rrange amongst themselves to'
amalga.mate such resolutions; failing such arrangement, the'
matter shall be left in the hands of the President.

19. Proposers of Ifesolutions shall be allowed not more than fifteen
minutes, and subsequent -speakers ten minutes. The President.
ma.y, however, permit a speaker to continue, if in accordance
with the evident desire of the Congress.

20. It shall be permissible for ,any Chamber of Commerce ()lI' Board
of Trade or Associati.on thereof or delegate to issue, at their'
own cost, through the Secretary of the Oouncil, any statement,.
which it may be desired to submit, bearing upon any Ifesolution
on the Congress programme.

21. A 'verbatim Report, of the proceedings shan be taken for sub
sequent publication.

22. Any points not provided for in the foregoing Rules shall be
determined by the Organising Committee.

23. The foregoing Rules shall not be modified except at the Annual
Meeting of the British Imperial Council 'of Commerce, and not,
less than three months' notice shall be given of any proposed
~I)dification.
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By Order,

CHARLES E. MUSGRAVE,
Secretary.

October. 1919.

"

F 1

The Organisation of each succe-ssive Congress shal~ becentru.slted
f. . hI' 1 aunel 0to a Committee appointed by the Bntis mpcua b I'

Commer,ee, which may Olf may not coincide. as to mem ers up
with the Executive Oommitte'B of the CouncIl. . 11 b
The Officers and Organising Committee of t~e Congress sha e
appointed by the British Imperial CouncIl of Commerce a~

provided in Hules 10, 11 and 23 of that body. The Secre::;rat~
the British Imperial CouDcil of Oommerce shall. act as Se Y

of the Congress. d ' A Deia
All British Chambers of Commerce, Boards ~f Tra e, ana s.s -
tions thereof throughout the world, reco~lllsed by re~lu~o.~. o~
the Organising Oommittee, whether affilIated wIth t e rId'S t

. C t may be represente aImperial Coun'::ll of ;omrnerce or no., . ' .
the Congress and may forw~l'd res~lutIOns for dISCUSSIOn thereat
within the limitations herem provIded.

Vt,ting.

Voting shall be taken in the first instance by a show of hands
and each deleg.ate present shall be entitled to o~e .vote, but a
vote- by Chambers, Bonrds of Trade and Assoctatwns there1~
ohall be taken at the request of not less than 25 de,legates.
a vote by Chambers, except as oth~rwi.se deter.ml~ed by the
Uouncil in any pEtl'ticular case, org,amsatlOlls havmg.

Not exceeding 250 members shall be entitled to ~ votes.
500 " 3 .,

"](JOO " 4"
" 2' 500 " 1) ",. , 6

~xceeding 2,500 " B "d f T de
Associations of Chambers of Commerce' and/o!r oar s tJ 1'30

shall be entitled to 3 votes."' .
12. The Chairman shall have an origmal and also a oastmg vote.

11.
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10.

Delegates.

Representation at the Congress, except as otherwise defteolrjmi,:ed
7. . . . 1 j 11 bl:>' on the OWIngby the CouncIl In any partlcu a·r case, S 1a v . •

scale, viz., Chambers of Commerce and Boards of Trade havlllg.
Not exceeding 250 membeTS 2 delegates.

500" 3"
1,000" 4 >l

" 2,500" 5"
Exceeding 2 500 ., 6 "

Ass~ciations of Ch~mbers of Commerce ftl}d/ot Boards of Trade
shall be entitled to 3 delegates.
The Organising Gommittee shall have absolute power. to refl~~d

8. to accept the nomination of any delegate without bemg ca e
upon to give a reason for such refusal. . .

9. Each duly nomiJ).,ated delega.te shall pay, III advance, a, regIstra
tion lee of One Guinea (£1 Is. od.). . .
The members of the Organising CommIttee shall be ex offictO
delep;ates at the Congress.

6.

5

4.

~l



E. A. M. WILbIAMS,
Secretary.

The Secretary, .
Federation of British Industries

O,'eJ'seas Trade '
China Section

39, St. Ju.~es's Stl'eet
London, S. vV. 1.'

FLOVR SHIPMENTS FROM AC;STHALIA.

Hl
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Hongkong, 14th July, 191.9.

Dear Sil',-\Ve recently booked t . .
our' Agents in Sydney and tl t a./er am quantIty of Flour through
sides. On the 11 ti, J?nstant Ie r.an.sa,? IOn was duly confirmed from both

, , we receIVed a t 1 f
Agents dated the lOth inst. reading as follows .~gram rom Our Sydney

((, ..~uthoJ'iti~s.l·e~Flire undertaking ;our order Flout will
" tJ anshIpped ~lllhppmes, Strait Settlements Dutch Indi nCotbbje

us you agree.. ' ,es. a e

Naturally, havino- sold the d . I d .
we are really unable t .. ,=> goo s, we 1~ . to wac that we agree, but
ultimately does with tOheeXCICIds.) suMch superVISIOn over what our customer
. goo s. oreover we c .d thO .

SImply wrung from us by force. ,0nSl er IS a promIse

. \Ve do not know what the circum stan I d'
Ian authorities adopting such arbitl'ar m c~s are ea ~ng to the AustraJ
another case of the Labour G y .et ods, b~t It looks to us like

f
. overnment In AustralIa. ood . .

tel ere In the usefulness of Hongkong as a tr I'. eavormg to m
be gla~ ,if you could do anything to st~p suc~nSllPPl~?ce~tre. We wo~ld
a.re wntmg this more in the general interest or~~~e; l~gt~m ~uture, ~,s we
tlOn of the inconvenience we are put to. We sugges:~h t ~~.m. consldera
that Mr. Brett might care to delve into i h'- ffi' 1a 1S.

18
a matter

would be WIlling to give him full partic~l;s ~~ ~hecl~a capat~Ity, aylld we
etc" nsac lOn.- ours,

I am to state that your name, h b dd
l'l:'cipients of this Cha.mber's "Fortni h~s pe~n a ed to the list of
R,eport," and an othe .. g y. rice Cunent and Market
b . f . Y. r p~bhcatlOns of trade mterest issued b th OJ

te~ rom tIme to tJme w111 in due course be forwairded to y~u.~ymm-
e c., ours,

The Secretary, ALEX. ROSS &, CO.

Hongkong General Chamber of Commerce.

The Secretary,
Hongkong General Chamber of Commerce.

Dear 8i1',-1 am forwarding to you, under separate cover, six copies
of the CUl'l'ent issue of the Bulletin published by this Federation, and
propose sending subsequent issues, in the hope that this journal may prove
of interest to the members of your Chamber. In the event of your desir
ing to reciprocate I need hardly say that the -Federation will be extremely
glad to receive a copy of ,you'r Journal, and any other literature you may
publish for distribution.

Under the same covel' I am including six copies of the most recently
compiled list of the me:nbers of the Federation of British Industries, from
which yuu will be able to form an idea of the comprehensive character and
the genel'al aims of the Federation.

I would like to take this opportnnity of saying that in view of the
VEry great importance of China as a market for the products of British
industry the Federation are making a close study of the conditions of that
market, and will, wherever possible, bring theil' influence to bear in the
propel' quarters on questions in. which British inter,ests are vitally con·
cCl'ned. May I venture, therefore, to suggest that YOlLr Chamber, in the
ch)se watch tJ1ey are able to exercise over trade developments, may care
to take note of the Federation's policy in this respect.

The Federation is ah,,-ays glad to bring to the notice of its members,
through the medium of a confidential supplement which is published
weekly with the Bulletin, information l'egarding reliable firms abroad who
are desirous of undertaking agencies for British goods. Communications
from any of your members who may wish to take advantage of this service
will therefore be welcomed.-I am, etc.,

HENRY HOBDE?',
Overseas Tirade China Section

Federation of British Industries,
London, S.W. 1, 8th May, 1919.

Hongkong General Chamber of Commerce.
Hongkong, 3lst July, 1919.

Dear Sir,-I have for acknowledgment your letter of 8th 1'Iay advis
ing the despatch of copies of the Feder,ation's Bulletin, which have since
arrived, and have been distributed to members of the Chamber to whom
your publication is likely to prove of interest,

FEDERATION OF BRITISH INDUSTRIES.
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E. A. M. WILLIAMS,

Secretary.

The Secretary,

Hongkong General Chamber of Commerce.

. Competition for the world's trade will undoubtedl call for a much
h~g\\er standard o! organisation in production and dist;'ibution and we
s a enor.mollsly mcrease the economic efficiency of the Empire if w
~~~ e~tab~lsh a c?mmon ~oli.cy that will regulate the flow of raw material:.t. ustIY? eqUl.tably dIstnbute our shipping tonnage and always give
pIe elence In finance and trade to Empire interests. '

I sho.ul~ be. glad to receive a statement of the questions in which
your AssocIatI,on IS part.icularly interested, and I am authorised to stat...
on ~ehalf of my Oommlttee that they will welcome the opportunity to
cO~SI~el' a~y m~tter submitted t·:) them with a view to rendering any
aSSIstance In theIr powe'l'.-I am, etc.,

Hongkong General ClJa.mber of Cornmerce,
Hongkong, 2Rth April, ] 919.

t tl Ddeal'ISir,-Your undated circluar lettel' inviting questions rel~ting
t~e ,~~ eve opment a.nd regulation of: industrY

l
trade anll shipping after

ar, was d~ly laId. before my Oommittee at its la·st monthly m~etin
th M~ Comn:lttee dIrect me to thank you lor the offer of assistance ~~
w.~hifePl.e~:ntatlOn through pr?per channels matters of Empire interests

I paltkular reference to tIllS Qut-post of the British E .,
At the sa M t" 1 mpHe.

Cd' r:1e . ee m~ ':' etter from the British Imperial Council of
>0r:;.merce ~, vIsmg ItS. deCISIon to hold a Business Oonference in London

~.n une 4t , ~as conslde:ed, and a tel~graphic request was sent to Mr.
t . ~t R~ssh' thMIs O~an:ber s ~'epl'eSentatlVe on the Council requesting him
o a en t e eetmg III the mterests of this Ohamber

tor I enclose for yoW' i~fonnatjon, a copy of this Ohamber's confirm a
t"t Yd let~er to Mr. R:0ss, WIth e~closures. which will convey to you tile at
I u eo my Commlttee regardIng Post War Trade._Yours, etc.,

BEN. H. ~lORGAX,
Chairman.

Trade and Industry Committee.

The Chairman,

Trade and Industry Committee
Royal Colonial Institute '

Northumberland Av~nue.
London, W. C. 2.

ROYAL COLONIAL INSTITUTE.

'E. A. M. WILLIAMS,
Secretary.

Royal Colonial Institute, Northumbe.rland Avenue,

Deal' Sir,-My Committee have under' consideration a number of the
questions relating to the development and 'regulation of industry, trade
and shipping, after the war, and as these matters are doubtless being
considered by your Chamber of Commerce so far as they affect the special
interests of those of your Dominion, I shall be glad to learn whether there
is any matter in which this Committee can he of assistance to your organi
sation.

My Committee, as you are probably aware, have for many years
striven to promote Empire Unity by the development of the Empire's
leSOlll'Ces and trade, and to bring about 'a closer community of interest,
and it is nO\v more than ever necessary that their energies as a central body
should be devoted to the promotion of a definite economic policy for tlw
Empire in reglanl to the treatment of industrial l commercial, shipping and
financial mattel s or common concern.

An examination of the Reconstruction proposals bearing on post-war
irJdustry and comme.rce now being considered by such 'bodies show re
markably divergent views on questions of the greatest importance, and it
is thought that the examination of such views by a representative Com~
mittee such as this, seeking a,s it does for the greatest measure of agree
ment on questions of vital importance, might result in reducing the con
flict of ideas that prevails and assist in the evolution of some common
policy.

Messrs. Alex. Ross & Co.,
Hongkong.

II I

Hongkong General Chamber of Commerce~

Hongkong, 31st July, 1919.

Dear Sirs,-Your letter of 14th instant with reference to the attitu~e
of the Australian Authorities regarding the importation of flour to thIs
Colony has duly be~n laid before my Committee.. .

Mr. H. J. Brett, Commercial Seciretary of LegatIOn, has WrItten to
the Commercial Commissioner for New South Wales in Tokio asking fut·
further information in connection with this required guarantee by.the
Australian Government as to ultimate destination of flour imported mto

this Colony.
I hope to be able to communicate to you the result or Mr. Brett'R

investigations at an early date.__Yours, etc.,
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Royal Colonial In;titute, Northumberland Avenue,

L d W 0 2 27th June, 1919.on on, .. ,

d. t the Chairman
. Dear 8i1',-1 am obliged b~lYO~l' :t~:rm:::~~::;ing°with Mr. C. H.
of my Committee dated 28th AP~l . a t. d·n your letter with him)

. I twns men lOne 1 .
Ross and will dU:lcUSS t 16 ques . h' 1 seem advisable. I wIll
with a view to considering a,ny actlO~ W Ie lIIThaY tc

t CommItt.ee - am. e .,then submit the matter ,0 my '.

HAROLD T. POOLEY,
Secretary.

Trade a-nd Industry Committee.

The Secretary,
Hongkong General Chamber of Commerce.

Hongkong, 9th January, 1920.

b f the Chamber d. \n ld t kindly lay e ore
Dear Dll',- 'v ou yOI . _ [tl 25th October from the

·tt tl, enclosed lett-er 0 Ie
Commerce COmlnI eo 'leo . I f tl Royal Oolonial Inslltutc.

f 1 M dl nd Bmne 1 0 18 .
Hon. Secl'etm'y 0 t 18 1 a , Committee would wish me to senu
and let me, know what answer Y?Ul. tI1is Colony.-Yours, etc.,
to that letter, re suggested agenCIes III

H. E. POLLOCK.

E. A. M. \VilJiams Esq.,

Secretary.
Chamber of CommercE.:.

P. oyal Colonial Institute,

Birmingham, October 25th, 1919.

. bel' of go('d. the 0 Ol'tunity of placIng n nurn -'
ncar Rlf,---I have . pp II00vin manufactures:-
. . tl Colonies They cover the fo gagencles In Ie .

Railway Ca,rriages and 'Vagons.
General Rolling stock. . .
H.ailway Equipment of a!l deSCl'IptIons.

Forgings.
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Smiths' work.
Oast Steel Castings.
Cast Iron Castings.
Oils, Lubricants, Paints and Varnishes.
Springs for Motors and Road Vehicles of all descriptions.
Springs for Railway Rolling Stock.
Mining Equipmellt and over-head gear.
Light Railway Rolling ~tock and equipment.
Relting Leather, Balata, etc., and transmission supplies.
Steel Sections and Bars.
General Constructional Engineering.

It ~tl'uck me that an agency for one or mOTe of these lint:s migllt
interest you, or there may be a member of the Institute to whom such
an agency would be useful. 'Vould you be good enough to drop file a line.

The whole of the firms concerned a.rc firms of the highest re.t,Jutation,
and the work they carry out is of an important nature, and uuder the
severest tests and inspection.-_Yours, etc.,

E. P. BOOTH,
Hon. Sec. of the Midland Branch of the RO.I.

and Member of Council.

II. E.. Pollock, Esq.,
Hongkong.

Hongkong General Chamber ,of Commerce,

Hongkong, 21st .Ja~uary, 1920.

Dear Sir,-Your letter of 9th instant covering copy of a letter
from the Royal Colonial Institute having reference to certain a.gencies of
which the Institute ·has the disposal was duly laid before my Committee
at its last Monthly Meeting.

The Manufactures enumerated in the enclosure to your letter have
be'en reproduced in the Chamber's Monthly Report, copy of which I
enclose herewith, and I shall be glad to transmit to you any en.quiries
which the Chamber may receive._Yours., etc'

J

E. A. M. WILLIAMS.

Secretary.

Hon. Mr. H. E. Pollock, K.C.•

Hongkong.
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Chamber of Commerce.

Ceo. Grimble & Co
Hongkong. .,

Dear Sir Ack 1 d . Hongkong, 21st August, 1919.
. ,- now e gmg the receipt of 1
lOst., we beg to state that W bI . your ette.r dated the 19th·
in OUr letter of the 11th iust e d3;'re ~ f e to obtam the .certificate referred to
ed ~ut a certifieate issued by I:~\h:~: ~he brokers as y~u ~ave suggest
<larrIes more weight tha th g such an organISatIOn as vours,
greatly obliged if you w~l k:n~~e made by the br.~kers and we' sh~ll be
tifieate, which we mean to b ~ts~e ~our way to Issue us the said cer~
t-) us by your ~oodself.' e 0 ame from different brokers and given

Thanking in anticipation for your kindness"11 t. .-vve a,re e c.,

per pro. Mitsui Bussan Kaisha L d, t.
T. SUMII,

Sub--Manager.
The Secretary,

Hongkong General

Hongkong General Chamber of Commerce

". Hongkong, '22nd August, i,919.
D~ar "lrs,-1 should be glad if ou will "

your freIght circulars for 22nd A ril y supply me WIth copIes ot
Jnne, 27th Jnne, 9th July and IOtK J~llI;~I~ay~, 30th May, 4th June, 13th

y, .-~ours, etc.,

E. A. M. WILLIAMS, ,
~ecretary.Messrs.

Hongkong General Chamber of Commerce.

Dr. Hongkong, 22nd August, 1919.
ear Slfs,-I should be I d .f .

YOWl' freight circulars for 22 d 1a '1 1 you WIll supply me with copies o_~
June, 27th June, lith July an~ IOthr~~llylt~9~aY'y30thMay, 4th June, 13th

, .- ours, etc.,

E. A. M. WILLIAMS
Secr~tary.

Messrs. Ray and Falconer
Hongkong. I

Hongkong General Chamber of Commeree,

Dear Sirs,-I should be glad 'f Hong~~ng, 22nd August, 1919.
your freight circulars for 22nd A '1

1
1Y~U -;1 supply me with copies of

June, 27th June, 9th July and 10thr~~I/\~19aY'y30th May, 4th June, 13tl>
, .- ,ours, etc.,

E. A. M. WILLIAMS

Messrs: Snowman &. Co., Secretary.
Hongkong.

"
"

"

"Coal

E. A. M. WILLIAMS,
Secretary.

Cargo. Rate of Freight
General cargo $6.00 per ton.

{

45 PCI" picul (out-

Rice side bar)
55 per picul (in

side bar)
55 per picul

4.75 per ton.
4.50 "
3.50 "
3.50 "

General catgo. 6.00 "
Rice 1.00 per picul

per p,ro, Mitsui Bussan Kaisha Ltd.

T. SUMII,
Sub-Manager.

"
"

vVuhuiCanton.
Hongay/Hongkong.

llangkok,Hongkong.
"

Hongkong General Chamber of Commerce,
Hongkong, 19th August, 19]9.

Dear Sir,-I have circularised your letter of the 11th instant among
the members of my General Committee, who d.il eet me to reply that, it
if' not considered that the matter referred to comes rightly within the
province of this Chamber. . . .

My Committee could. only express an opinion based upon informa
tion obtained from ship-brokers, and it is considered that you can equally
w~1l obtain such information direct from either Mess'rs. Ray, Grimble or
Edgecumbe.-Yours, etc.,

CLAIM FOR LOSS IN CONNECTION WITH A BREACH

OF TIME CHARTER-S.S. "CHOFU MARU."

Hongkong, 11th August, 1919.

CURRENT RATE OF FREIGHT.

Messrs. Mitsui Bussan Kaisha, Ltd.,
Hongkong.

The Secretary,
Hongkong General Chamber of Commerce.

11th May, 1919
30th "
4th June, 1919

13th "
27th " "

9th July, " Hongkong/Bangkok.
lOth " Saigon/Kobe.

vVe are etc.,

Dear Sir,_\Ve beg to inform you that we are claiming the loss
which incur \vith us in connection with the breach Df the time charter of
B.S. d ChaIu Marti" to the charterer at Bangkok and have to prove the
actual loss of the following voyages. Vie shall be greatly obliged if you
will kindly certify that the under mentioned rates of freight were the
rates ruling at the time of the fixture:-

Date of Fixture Voyage
22nd April, 1919. Hongkong/Bangkok.
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'rHE EcnOPEAN ASSOCIATION OF CEYLO~.

Constitutional Reforms in Ceylon.

THE: REPORT of the Committee appointed by the Council of 'the
Em·opean Associat'ion on th.e 15th. of October, 1918, to collect
information a,nd to fonnulate a stheme lor stlbm1"ssion to the
Council

1. The Proceedings of the Committee.-l'n accorda.nce with sug
gestions made at the Meeting of the Council which appointed the Oom
mittee, we originally contemplated the ascertainment of the opinions of
.Europeans in general, and possibly of leading members of other communi_
ties, by personal interviews. 'Ne soon realized, however, from the
amount of time required for our own deliberations, that such a course
would greatly delay the completion of this l'eport and thereby diminish
its usefulness in the present circumstances. We considered it preferable,
therefore, to content ourselves with the i"nfonnation afforded by published
reports of speeches, newspaper articles, memorials arid conversations
·which individual members had chanced to have with persons interested in
Ithe subject of reform. The views expressed in this report are accolrdingly
"those of the Committee alone. They may, however, be taken as represen
tative of several different lines of thought, not only because our conclu
sions are the re'sult of long argument and interchange of idea:s, but also
because individual mem'ber"s held, a,t the outset, considenibly divergent
opinions and the concurrence of all was ntlt obtained without a careful
examination of different points of view. A bare statement of our pro
posal's would be of comparatively little value without an explanation of
the reasoning which led us to adopt them; \\Te have, therefore, indicated
the chief difficulties which we encountered in deciding the principles to
be followed and have also outlined the present constitution of the Govern
ment of the Colony, although by so doing we may have touched upon
matters of common knowlellge. We have directed our attention chiefly
to the devising of a constructive scheme, in ol'der to provide a basis for
any action which the Association may at any time consider necessary.
No complete review of the situation, however, can ignore the proposals
put forward by others and notably those contained in a memorial dated
the 15th December, 1917, sent by the Ceylon Reform League and the
Oeylon National Association to the Secretary of State for the Colonie'3.
We have subjected these proposals to a careful scrutiny unaffected b."
the extrav,agance of language or argument with which they are from tim'3
to time supported.

2. The present system of Government._Oolonial affairs have al
ways been under the supervision of the Sovereign, who still retains, in
most cases, the power of legislating directl." by Orders in Oouncil.
Since 1854 they have been in the sole charge of a principal Secreta,ry of
State who in accordanct3 with constitution'al practice. l'elinquishes his
uffice 'on the ,resignation of the Government of which he forms a part"
To the Colonial Office are ,assigned one parliamentary under-Secretary,
one permanent under-Secretary, three assistant under-Secretaries, a chid
clerk, a legal adviser and a clerioal staff. This Office has to supervise the

,'I
___ L,

The Secretary,
Hongkonl: General Chamber of Commerce.

The European Association of Ceylon,
Colombo, 8th March, 1919.

Dear Sir -As we understand there is no European AS~OCfi~tiontl'oinn
' C °1 t nd for your In armaHongkong, I am instructed by my oun.Cl a se the Oommittee of this

two copies of a Report, recentl
G
y submllti:d tby of that Body on tho>

Associa.tion and adopted by a enera ee mg ,

que'stion of Oonstitutional Reforms. . £ only of interest to this
The greater part of t~e Repor~:s:i~l ~~~rs:f interest to you. Our

Colony, although perhap~ Its peru~ . t direct yOUiI' a.ttention to
main intention, however, m addressmg y~u IS 1~ ~ge 12 Para 16, with
the remarks on Page 1 Para 2, Page 8 ara ,

reference to the Colonial Offic~. 'I th t .t is more than likely that the
It is the opm.lOll of my OU~Cl ali case that may be so with

other Crown Colomes share our VIews, and np 'd t the Hon'ble 1\fr.
't I h to intimate that our reSI en ,

yeur Oommum y, ~ve th H Dunera JJ on his way
W. H. Figg is travelhng to ~on~kong byA r~l si~'th and 17th, and should
to Europe, an.d hopes to arr~~e eft~~:nRe;ortwith him, he will be very
you care to dISCUSS that por IOn 0

happy to do so, dd d ·are of the Chartered Bank, Hongkoug, willA letter a resse c
reach him on arrival.-I am, etc., A. DUNCUM,

Secretary.

......~-

Hongkong General Chamber of Commerce,
Hongkong, 27th August, 1919.

t'h 21 t' tant I now tako>Dear Sir -In reply to your lettelr of e. 5 ms 'M G
) . ,..... h C' I plied to me by eesrs. eo.pleasure in enclosmg .!CreIg t trou arB sup h" h the dates

Grimble & Co. and Messrs. Rar and Falconer, W Ie' eover
quoted in your letter of the 11th m,s~ant. ., f G al Cargo and

The do not appear to contam quotatIOns 0.1' en~ th
R· andYr understand that the Freight Rate for RIce durmg the mon s
u~~~r review have very considerably fluctuated.-Yours, etc.,

E. A. M. WILLIAMS,
Secretary. ft.

~he Manager, .
Messrs. Mitsui Bllssan Kalsha, Ltd.,

Hougkong.

CONSTITUTIONAL REFORMS.



the Go:vernor may propose or permit the proposa,! of any ordinance, vote,
resolutIOn or quc'stlOn, the object OIl' effect of which may.be to dispose of
or charge any of the revenue.
. It will be seen tha.t any similarities betwe,en the re3pective func

tlOns of the Governor, the Executive Council and the LegIslative Council
~nd th?se ,of the King, the Cabinet and Parliament, are f:uper:fi.cial.
l'here IS no real analogy between the Ceylon constitution and that of
Great Britain. The Unofficial Members of the Legislative Council can only
advise; being in a minority they have no power in competition with the
~ffi.cials, whose vote is at the com:nand of Hi~ Excellency. The Execu
tIVe Oouncil is not responsible to the Legislative Body nor can it resign.
The Governor is not bound to follow the advice of the Executive Oouncil
nor is he (if his position be regarded as analogous to that of the Prim~
Minister) responsible to the Legislative CounciL He is responsible im
mediately to the Secretary of State who in turn is responsible to Parlia
ment, which is controlled by the British electors. Ultimately theref.ore
t~le administrative Government jn Ceylon is controlled by the British
electorate and not by the inhabitants of the Colony.

. Th~ method .of conducting the affairs of the Oolony, as above de
F.icnbed, IS the typlca1 and usua.I form of ('I'own Oolony Govern;nent. In
some of the older Oolonies, the Bahamas. Barbados and Bermuda there
still exist legislatures compose-.d of two houses, the lower of which consist
wholly of elected members. This form of Government, resembling more
closely the British <?onstitution. appears to have been set up OIriginally in
several other Oolomes, such as Jamaica, Blitish ,Honduras Grenada and
St. Vincent, in all of which it was apparently so unsatisf~ctory that the
lc('al legislatures abolished themselves and requested the Orown to frame
::e,,:" co~stitutions on such lines as should seem to it most desirable. As
mdIcative of the position of Ceylon in comparison with other Grown
~olon~es, it. rna! be noted th_at, with the exception of the large African
Uolomes, NI@el'la, Uganda, ::\!yasaland Protectorate, and the East Africa.
Protectorate, no other Oolony has a population amounting to one million
ad against a population of over four millions in Ceylon.

3. Is any change desirable 1-Europeans will naturflllIy ask them
selves, in the first pla.ce, whether they, as a Oommunity, admit the neces
sity for any alterat.ion of the Constitution. There can be no d,:JUb't that
We have, from time to time, reason to be dissa,tisfied with the administra
tion of the Colony and the causes of Jissatisafction may be cla::;aified
under three main headings;~

(a) Official mismanagement- ("If Government enterprises.
(b) Official apat.hy to the neeos of the puhlic.
(c) Official indifference to the point of view of the public and

neglect to enquire how new proposals will be received.
Many of the subjects of complaint arise from the attitude of this

Or that OfficiaL In so far as the system may be to blame, the defects
noted above probably have their origin in the lack of responsibility to
the public on the part of vermanent officials who caunot be controlled
by any -adverse vote· or censure, and .are ordinarily supported in their
acts by t,he Colonial Office, which has no fh:st-hand knowledge of the
Tsland. .
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1 The members so appointed are at the present time the Government
Agents of the ·Western and Southern Pnovb::ces.

2 One Mohamedan, two Tamils, one Kandyan Smhalese· and two Low~

Country Sinhalese. ,
J One European urban member, one European rural member, one

Burgher mp,mber and one Oeylonese member.

affairs of all the Oolonies. It is divided into three departments: -The
Dominions Deplfrtment, the Crown Colonies Department a?d the ~eneral
Department, which deals with the legal and general routme bus~ness of.
the office, with all personal questions rurising in th~ Crown ColOnIes, and
with such matters common to all as currency, bankmg, the post and tele
graph services, education, medical and sanita.ry qu?stions, pensions,
patronage, etc. Each department is under the ImmedIate control of an
a,ssistant under-Secretary. The Crown Colonies Department, entrus~ed

with all the administrative and political business of the Crown ColOnIes
and Protect~!'ates, divides its work according to groups of Colonies, ~f
which there are several, Oe~ylon, Mauritius, Seychelles, Hongkong, Wel
haiwei Straits Settlements the Federated Mal,ay States and the Protect
ed St~tes of Sarawak and'North Borneo, forming one group, in the im
mediate ch<llrge of one principal clerk, one first class clerk and two second
class clerks. It will be seen therefore that, so far as concerns the per
manent officials who alone can have a detailed and oontinuous knowledge
in matters ad~inistrative and Folitical, the group of which this Oolony
forms a part has a fractional share of the attention of an a:ssistant u~d.er
Secretary and the whole attention of four cle.rks. There IS no prOVISIOn
for the presence of any person who has a dir,ect personal knowledg~ of
the Island or any other Oolony. The authority of the Orown, .exerc~sed
through the Secretary of State is (subject to the right of PaJrh~ment .to
legislate) absolute. A large part of the control of all the Oolony s affall:S
IS in fact kept in the hands of the Secretary. of ,State. The Governor ~s
F.trictly bound by the directio,ns f~rmul'ated I.t.t the letters pat~~t of .Ins
appointment and the instruc~IOns .Issued to .111m. I~ the adm.mIstratIO~
of local affairs the Governor IS aSSIsted by an Execut.lve OouncII, co~pos
cd of five c,x officio members and such other pe:sons as he ~ay app~mt on
instructions from the Orown. l He alone is entItled to. submIt. questIOns to
the Executive Oouncil. He is not bound to follow 1ts ,~dvlce, although
when he acts in opposition to the Oouncil he must state h13 reasons for so
doing. ..,

The Legilslative Oouncil. as now 'constItuted, c,onS.lstsl 'Df the
Governor, who presides, seven t·y, officio members, fOUlf o~cIal memben.
nominated by the Crown, six unofficial members nomI?-ated by the
Governor2 and four elected unofficial members. 3 Thef1e IS therefore a
permanent official majority. The Governo.r has n~ po:ver to ma~e laws

. t with the advice and consent of the LegIslatIve OOUnCIl. The
excep L . I t' C 'J JCrown may veto any ordinance passed by the egIS a Ive . ounCI, an·
ordinances affectIng certain matter's may not take effe.ct lmtll the ~s~ent
of His Majesty is signified. Such rna,tters include. the mcrease or dimmu
tion in the number, salary or allowances of publ~c office.rs; th~ cunrency
or issue of bank notes; and the imposition of differentIal duties. Only
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Nmv an increase in the responsibility of the Government and its
servants means an increase in their responsibility to> the public at large.
"Ve must recognize it as an axiom that whatever enhancement in the
power of the public may be effected, it will involve ar diminution rathe:.
than an increase in the power of Europeans. Bearing this fact in mind,
and regarding the matter for the moment entirely from the point of view
of our own interests, can we say that a change of the Constitution.
directed t,owards an increase in the control of the Government by the
poople, is likely to benefit us 1 To the question in this simple form many
will return a negative answer. There is however a wider point of view.
We have encouraged the education of the Oeylonese on Western lines.
Yea.r by year numbers of the young mw go to England and acquire
'Western habits of thought an1 political ideas. On' their return to the
Island they find few openings for their activities outside the professions
of Law and Medicine which are alrea-dy crowded.. It is inevitable that
some should turn to Politics a,nd should realize the defects in the ad,~ini
strahon which are patent to us. That r,ealization has led to a desire to
have a shalre in the Government of the Island ,and the desire, once con
ceived, has spread to a considerable portion of the thinking classes, has
been encoura.ged by the Government, and has drawn a stimulus from the
wave of democratic feeling which haH passed over the world during the
'Val'. The desire to take part in the administration of the affairs of
thei,r own country is a natural one and, even should the admission of
Ceylonese to.a substantial share in the Government lead to some diminu·
tion 1il the efficiency of the administration, yet, if such admission will
m ....ke them more contented without substantially prejmli·:::ing th0
prosperity of the Island, we should be preparred to support their demands
to whatever extent may be safe and reasonable. There is moreover an
important factor which must not be overlooked. On August 20th, 1917,
the Se~retarY' of State for India announced that it was the policy of His
Majesty's Government to promote the increasing association of Indians
in ev,ery br,anch of the administration and the gradual d·evelopment of
self-governing institutions, with a view to the progressive realization of
responsible Government in India as an integral part of the British
Empire. In pursuance of this policy Mr. Montagu visited India and,
after enquiry, he with the Viceroy issued a report, recommending im
mediate reforms on a large scale, which, if adopted, will provide for the
representation of the natives to an extent far in advance of the system
prevailing in Ceylon. No such announcement has been made with 'regard
to Ceylon and it may well be doubted whether an identical policy is
possible in the case of a small Colony, but events in India are closely'
followed by the Ceylonese and have given an immense impetus to their
aspirations. The importance attached to the proposed reforms on the
neighbouring continent is well illustrated by the fact that Dr. Fernando,
First Low Country Sinhalese Memb.er (if correctly reported) speaking in
t~le Legislative Council on December 11th, put the words of the Secretary
of State for India into the mouth of the Secretary of State for the
Q~lonies. The policy ~f the British Government with r.egard to India
roay b~ righ.t or it may be wrong: it may meet with 'our, approval or our

j " "

d~sapPFovat: but it has been made and it will' be put into effect: and its
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inevit.able result is to cause a persistent deman .
of a lIke nature, a demand with who h 't' d.ftf d m Ceylon for progress,

~. The attitude of Euro;~a;s IS T~ cult not. to sympathize.
what IS to be the attitude of th E .-? questIOn then -arises
for :reform which are now b' e ;ur~deans With regard to the proposal~
some of us may be of opi:~~~ Ct~:~;' ~red by th~ Governor 1 Although'
demand any dr'astic alteration of th .ur?pean m~ere~ts alone do not
that the matter should b. d defcXlstmg ConstItutIOn, yet we think
d . e 1 egar e rom a broader . t f .

lIe recogmtion of the legitimat . t' pom 0 VIew with
tc a larger share in its Govern~ aStlr~ons of the peo~le of the island
general principle that cI . en. e should accordmgly accept the

h
lange IS necessary ende t f .

Own se erne and adml·t . ·11' ,av,our a ormulate our
, OUI WI lllgness to t tJ C

extent as we ar,e able. while at th ~uppor:e eylonese to such
demands. e same tIme opposmg any extravagant

5. The Memorial of the C I R f
National Association Befor ey °dn. e orm League ana the Ceylon

t' .- e procee mg to the d' . f
~ugges lOllS,. it may be well to indicat . lSCUSSlOtt 0 our Own
I!l the Memorial of December 15th l;l;horil.y the demands p?-t forward
from the claims made b ,.' ' , w ncIl do not matenally differ
('(nee in Colombo. Y \ allOUS speakers at the recent Reform Canfer-

. . T.he sehe:ne formulated deserve' "
It IS supported by fictions s I t~ seflOUS conSIderatIon even when
records ' testify that~~~das e stateme?t .t~at the I, historical
and years the Island enjo 'cd a. er her own ~atl~e kmgs for two thous
sentative basis. Jl The foliowi~ populalr Oo~stltutlOn resting on a repre-

(a) THE LEGISLATI;Ea~~~~I~~lCf features of the scheme

12 Official Members.
21 Elected Member,s distributed as follow .

Western Province (excluding Colombs).-
Colombo 0 ... 3

Southern p'I~~~'i~~~ 1
Central PlOvince.. 2

Northern Province 2
Easte.rll Province 3
Uva 1

Sabaragamu~~· .. ~::· 1

North 'Western Pr'~~;i~~~ 1
North Central Pll'ovince ... 2

To represent racial minorities:_ 1
Europeans .
Burghers 2

. :Mohammedans ::::............ 1
The C(obu)nCTII to have an elected Presid~~t..i~~t~·~·d.. ~f.. t·h·.. 1

HE ELECTORATE to consist of' . e Governor~
Colom bo, all races. .-

The P;;,ovinces, all except Burghers, Mohammedans a d
T~::ii)ans (i. e. in effect only Sinhalese' a:d-

(c) THE FRANCHISE. Qualification t b' .
Sinhalese or Tamil with a oJ] e lIteracy In Eng-lish,

. ,sma property qualifi t'
varyIng according to the d·t· f ca IOn,.can I IOns 0 each provinc.e_

•
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The Memori.al1ists do notfur.'thel" particularize the
franchise but a Memorandum by the Oeylon Reform
League ~nd the Ce~/lon National Associatio~, dated th.c
£9th Odobel', ]917, gives the foI:owing detaIls of qualt
fications for electors:-

1. Male British Subject of not less than 2l
years.

II. Able to read and write English, Sinhalese ec
Tamil.

III. Resident for not less th01D one ycar in the
electoral nrea.

IV. (0) Annual income or saJary of not less than
R,. coo.

ur (b) Occupation, leither as proprietor or
tenant of a house in the electoral area
of the' annual value or rent of Rs. 200
(if in a rural area) or Rs. 400 (if in an
urban area).

Of (c) Ownership of landed propert~ in. tl~e
electv,:al a.rea in his own or hIS WIfe'S

rIght of t..he value of Us. 1,000.
V. The owner of landed property of the value

of not less than Rs. 6,000 to have a vote
in the electoral area in which such pro
perty is sitmited though he may not be
resident therein.

~d) THE EXECUTIVE OOUNCIL.

2 Cfnci~.Lls, exc1usiYB ef the Gov:rn-;r.
'2 Unofficials, to be elected by the members of the

Legislative Council. .
As ete Y<1eious question':> l'J.ised by the:"e suggestions arc dlF':;USSf:(1

at length below we need not pause to examine the proposals. here, but
Wf' may state that the Memorialist~ ma~e no attempt to explaIn how the
<lIlhculties to which their ,scheme gIves rIse may be ove.rc;ome.

6, The Main l'roblems.-The elaboration of detaIls for any scheme,
",uch a.s tilt' one just descril:,ed, is a comparatively easy m.at~er when ont·~
the principles t~ be followed ha~e ?ecn made ~l_~ar.. It I~.lll ,t~~ ~~~~ec
nppl'eC1atlOn and definition of pnn.:lples that dlttlclllt.:es allse .d.110 h IS. to
tllem tkl.t. we devoted most of au; Lllbours. The ChIef g~est~ons are' l(a) Whether unofficial members of the LegIslatIve Counci

should be nominated or elected.
(b) Whether there can be an unofficial majority' lU the

Legislative Council.
(c) The constitution of the electorates.
(d) The nature of the franchise.
(e) Whether there can be elected members on the Executive

Uouncil. .
(j) Whether any improvement in the constitution of the

Colonial Office is possible.

115

K 1

We prop~se to deal with each 0'£ these topics in turn.
7.. 1£~ectIOn or .Nomination.-It is easy to advance arguments in

favour ~f eIther. system. In a .c?untry in which a large proportion of the
pop~latIOn IS WIthout any pohtlcal e.xpe~jence and perhaps incapable of
makmg the best use. .of a vote, nOJlllnatlOn provides for the elimination
o,f. the mere'ly self-mterested professional politician and enables the
Uover~or to ,select counCIllors: who may be expected to support the claimb
of agflcul~ure and co~merce 'and other interests which will otherwise
}~ave ?-o dIrect mouthpIece. Nomination is the practioe in most CrowJl
Uolomes and al! .unofficial members were nominated in Ceylon prior to
1910, when prOVIsIOn was made fox the election of a Ceylonese a Burgher
a~ld t\~o l£uropean ~embers, with th~ result that there is 'not in the
CouncIl to-day a smgle member with special commercial knowledg'~
The .Oeylon.ese however assert that the nomination of me"JlbeI~~
has from tIme to time beena-bused by the Government and th3t
Jl'.'.~n have been s,elected with a. view to their subselrvienc'e to
otticlal WIshes, or as a reward for past services, and without reference t.o
theIr capaCIty to represent the people on whose behalf they are supposed
t,) adVIse. There may be truth In this assertion. Whether that is so
or not, 1t IS beyond question that the I::iinhalese and Tamils, at all events
arc strenuously opposed to nomina.tioD and regard its continuation as on~
of then most serious grievances. Whatever doubts may be entertained
concermng the capacity of the population as a whole to exercise the vote
mtelllgently (and we do not believe that there is any sort of general
deman~ for the. franchise) a considerable number of e'ducated Oeylonese
are qUite capable of dec.iding bj' whom they wish to be represented. \Ve
consider that, if only for the purpose of removing the grievance which 1S
now . fel~ and to avoid the offence which IS continually given, when new
nOffilllatlOns are ,announced, the principle of el,ection should be conceded
in all cases, unless a particular community prefers nomination.

8. The Official Majority in the Legislative Council.-We devoted
much time to ,a consideration of this subject and were to some extent
divided at first in opinion. It is beyond question that the automatic
out-voting of the unofficials by official members who often take no part
in the discussion, and may not even approve of the policy which they
are requir.ed to support, is open to objection. The unofficial member;;;
may express their views, but the free expression of opinions must be
continually hampered by the feeling that, in the end, the automatic vote
of the officials renders argument of little avail. The Urban EllrOpe:'l.n
member strongly expressed to the Committee his own objection to the
s.ystem. When however thc suggestion that there should be an unofficia:l
majol'ity is examined carefully it appears to be an impossibility_at all
m'ents in a form of government such as ours now is. The objection may
be explained in a few words. In Parliamentary government, such as
that obtaining in England, the administration which is responsible for
the actual governing of the country, i!'l alway~ supported by a majority
1•. the popular chamber. Legislation which it requires it can obtain and
IlCi legislation to which it olljt,(·ts can be pa<;sed. V/ben it ceases tl}

have the necessary majority, it must resign. In Ceylon the 3drninistm
hon consists of a fixed body of officials who cannot be allowed to resign.
'!'hey must therefore have control of the legislative machine for the
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a contrivance for foment" d' ,We ca Ing IssenSlOns and making them er .
. n see no prospect whatever h dIP petual.. .

lllvlted by the Congress-Lea u'" a ea , a ong t~le road which we are
tie-ad-Iock; to be resolved gl" ttO take but embIttered and dangerouo

1. , w len I arose only by I f
par Iamen-tary government at one' a p.unge orward into
methods." Again the repa t c, or by reverSIOn to a·utocratic
f r ~ays (par 170)' U If I
,IVe to carry out inst ructions from th~ I _ . ~l. we co~npc the execu·

ment to a~ end by destroying its l'i ht e~Is ~t?l'e we~ frrmg the govern~
consen t to remain in oBi dig. 0 actlOU. .N 0 government can
d
. ' ce an 0 put into eff t d
lsapproves If it is to be held ' . ec or ers of which it

govern: and if it is not t : Iespol1~;Ible for Government it must
Now the Oe 10 a g~vern It must give way to those who can"

that the Oeylot1 <kv~~~::;~I~~er~happea.r .to have lost sight of the' fact
but of ~he supreme government nWit~ pOSItIon not of a s.ubordinate hody
responsIble to the Secretary of S't t ~ p.ermane~t nommated executive
ment. Any analogy which can e~.et ~lO m turn IS' responsible to Parha
an analogy betwe{!n the- Ceylon G:~:rn etween Ceylon and India· must be
not the Pnwincial Governments H me?-t and the- Government of India
the Colony to be carried on if tl~ I o~v IS, the- executive government of
Hl'e. ?onsidered essential, ma~r be l':fl~:~~I~tlO~~lant vot~s of. supply, which
or H. that council enacts measures wllich ~l e e eet'e. Ieglsla~lve council
possIble to enforce '1 Th G 1e executIve consIders it im-
I

. . e overnment can t .
ormedlate body to which 't no reSIgn. There is no in

ment, or His Majesty in C~u~aenl eappealL . Tho Se?retary of State Par1ia~
tJ I anno In practIce b '

1e necessary knowledge of d 1 'I I' ' ,e expected to have
a d 'f e al ,0 enable one- of th .
. n ~ven 1 -any of them could such . em to mtervene,
madvIsa.ble. Tc these questio~ h a proce.du.re would necessarily he
them they do not even make s t e lllemo~Jahs~s offer no reply: 'Jl
~rogress{ve purpose which Mr ~en ;on : band If, WIth all the liberal and
Ie. India, he could find no rea~onao~ agu

I
;:ought to bear upon the subject

none is forthcoming. <, e so u lOn, we may safely assume tha.t

. It is of course th,e Government b th I .
pOInt out constitutional object' . 10 lere and m England that will
fOr t.he Europeans to approve ~osnc~ sue) ~~s. ihefse, h~t it would be futile
pOSSIble of fulfilment. - erne '\' HC 1 rom ItS very nature is im-

, 'Ve have carefully considered whethe' b .
the necessary power" of th t' 1, y any satIsfactory meane

Bi
. e execu lye can be mai t' d h' '

an uno clal majority in Ih L 'I I' n aIDe w Ile allowing
d

e egIS a ·lve Council Th fi
:mggeste was the creation of an u . . erst expedient
lower chamber would b . . d pper house by whIch the acts of the
would have control Tt Ie'l'tl~e '1 Inffthe upper house the government

. 1e u Ima e e ect of such I"
COUrse to vest the final anth r't . . . a cons ItutlOn is of
has the advantage of givingOf;e:dagm~ l~~he government, but the system
i,: discussion but in the actual re;;di~ ~ -popul~r.assembly not merely
slderable importance U d th g 0 Its opmLOn, a matter of COll-

. . n er e present SYstem th '1
reJect a measure which the execu t .' I .d' e COUUCl can never
chamber government the 10 h ~lve las eCIded to pass. In a two
a proceeding which would I:~:s~aa~b~r cou..ld ~ctual1y throw out a bill.
the executive even if the bill couldr~y a:et ""n

d
Influence on. the policy of

ed. For the creation of such e r~-lD ro uced and ultImately carri
find a sufficient number of :n uPfer tousel' however, ~t is necessary to

en 0 no on y outstandmg position and

purpose of enforcing their decisions. Now if the elected unofficial mem
bers have a ma.j(}rity in the legislative body, they may at any time refuse
to provide the legislation and funds which the Government requires, or
may themselv~s pass ordinanoes which the Government cannot or will
not enforce. The whole machine of GoveTument is in danger of finding:
itbeIf reduced to impot-ence. The experiment of an unofficial majority was
tried in Malta, with the result that the legislature refused to vote supplies
and a dead-lock resulted to remove which the British Government was
forced to intervene by reinstating the official majority-a fact which has
caused continuous illfeeling and friction.

The memorial to which we have referred furnishes no evidence of
reasoned thought concerning the .constitutional results of such a govern
ment nor any ,suggestion as to the marlller in which it can be conducted.
'The chief argument in its favour appears to be one drawn from analogy
with the Provincial governments in India. The apparent resemblance
between the position of the Ceylon legislature and that of the Indial1
Provincial governments is however superficial and the ana-logy is a false
one. The Provincial governments are subolrdinate bodies, under the
control of the Government of India, the chief officer of which, tht1
Viceroy, is responsible to the Seeretary of State, who in turn is respon
bible to Parliament. W'hile it is possible to grant to subordinate legisla
tnres a great measure of freedolT'., subject to safeguards which provide for
the passing of essential legislatiun notwithstanding the opposition of the
legislative chambers, it is constitntionally impossible for the supl'eme
government of a country to be carried on if the executive cannot compel
the enactment of legislation which it considers necessary. This fact is
clearly recogniz,ed in the Montagu-Chelmsford' report as the reason which
made it impossible to grant an unofficial majority in the supreme Indian
Legislative Council, without the establishment of a second chamber
(which the report recommends) in which the Governor General shall have
a majority at his command.

Commenting on a si'.nilar proposal by the Indian National Congress
the report says (par. 167): "\"e find then in these proposals no con
necting rod between the executive and legislative wheels of the machine
which will ensure that they will work in unison.... .. ...We must anticipate
dive,__ ;spnce ::wd the only questien is whethe0 that diverg€llCf> wiE be fatal
to good Government.. ..Legislation is a necessary attribute of Gov
ernment, because it is the means by which Government secures fresh
powers, when it feels the need of them, for attaining its ends. But in
the hands of theass,cmbly it may become a weapon to paralyse the
Government "This is a pusition into which no parliamentary gov

4

crnment ever allows itselt to be forced; and it would be an impossible
position for a 'nominated Government of India Wherever, as in
Cana,d~ or Malta, attempts have been made to set up an ll'J'wTIl"ntblc
executive and a popular assembly, acute conflict has ensued and has
resulted in either an advance to popular government or a return to
autocracy. Parliamentary Government avoids dead-locks by making the
executive responsible to the leg.islatm'e. Presidential government limits
dead-locks because all the organs of the State must ultimately submit to
a- superior tribunal, the electorate of the nation. But a legislatnre elected
by the people, coupled with a Governor appointed by a distant power, is

Kl

116



119
K 1

tion of the country by one sectIOn of its inhabitants. 'Ve are supported
I~ thi~ view, by the J\fohamme~an member who saId in the Legislative
CounCIl, on December 11th, dunng the debate on the I eform. proposaJs:
~~ Let there be no doubt~ Sir, that we are in favour of a large increase
1Il the. numbe~ of representatives, provided the territorial representative
ba,sls IS electIOn and not dependent on nomination and provided also
th.at the electorates are not confined to the Sinhalese and Tamil con
stIkents only, but embrace Europeans, Burghers. Molammedans and
o.the~s of ey·ery ele?toral area. If this is not done, the principle of ter
l'ltonal representatIOn would reduce the form to all absurdity ·and would
result. in the unjust preponderance of voting power in the hands of
the Smhalese and Tamil communities." We regard it as essential to
real territorial representation that all persons within any electoral a.rea
shol7l~ have the right of voting, nor do we considcl' that the separate
addItIOnal representation of Illlllorit,ies shou~d in any way affect thi!:!
fundamental requil'ement.

10. The Nature of the Franchise.~T:he extent of the franchise is
~rom the poi~t of view of the various religions, a matter of peculiar
Importance III Ceylon, where so many of the eJllca.ted classes are
Christians while the majority of the peasantry are Buddhists or
might result in the return chiefly of Christians while a wide franchise
would probably secure a council composed of Buddhists and Hindus. We
ha~e. :not.? howev~r, con::.idercd the matter from the point of view. of~

rehglOus. mtere~ts but merely from that of the general capacity of electors
to ,exerCIse a WIse 'Choice i.tnd escape the influence of.possible corruption.
O.n the o?e hand it may be argued that the peasantry is not yet capable
UHf not mclude a milita-ry adviser, a ,legal adviser, a financial adviser
and a generaj administrati,'e and revenue &dviser. 'We think that there
should be two unofficial rnembers of the Executive Council bllt consider
th.at the proposal to vest the choice of them in the LegislatI~e Councillors
Hllldus. .A .narrow franchise, pra.ctically confined to educated persons,
~)f appreCIatmg the value of a vote and may be subjected to improper
mfluenccs. On the other hand tJle view may be entertained that the
~verag.e villager is by no means \vithout common sense where his own
mt-erests are concerned and will soon learn the importance of a secret
ballot, .while from. the point of view of possi.bk corrnption there may be
1\afety m large numbers. As a compromis-e between these two views we
suggest that t?e propo-sals of the Reform League in this respect should
he adopted wlth such modifica,tions as will be mentioned bebw when
we discuss our scheme in detail. '

]1. The ExecuLi'·e Council.--We agree with the rnemol"ialists that
the present Executive Council is too large and that the presence of
Governn~ent Agents of Provinces, whose official a.dministrative acts may
at an~ t;me b~come the suhject of comment or investigation by the
CounCIl of whIch they are themselves members, is undesirable. We
cannot however approve of the: re·duction of tJhe official members to two.
!t seems to us that there would be no practica.l value in a Council which
18 based on a failure to appreciate the constitutional difficulties involved.
The suggestion \vas made in India and is discussed in the Montagu
Ohelmsford report whic.h exposes its impra.cticability. Whether 01' not
the members of the Executive are officials or un officials, Europeans or

mature views but also of politica.l or administrative experience. 'Ve ,do
not think it would be possibl,e; to find such men in a small Colony l~ke
this at the present time, and that our opinion is e~dors~d by a sectIOn
uf the Press associated with the Reform League IS eVIdenced. by the
fcllowing qaotation: "Ceylon is much too young to have definite, per
manent esta<blished and accepted leaders. Many take up the role and
are gaily confirmed in it-f.or a. season: They pl~y their ~art and are
forgotten leaving no permanent ImpressIOn or lastmg mark.

It ~as suggested, a,s an alternativ,e, that some syst~m. should be
devised by, which the Governor 'c.Quld ha,ve the .powc: of c-ertlf~-mg before
hand that a bill was ap es'sential measure, m whICh case It woul~ be
pass-ed into law even if the majority voted against! it. The C?mmltt~e
however is of the opinion that great difficulty would. be ~xpeflenced.m
defining the nature of the measures which the Gove~nor mlgh~ so cert~fy
and that if, aBl is probable, a large num1?er of bIlls wme In practIce
certified the helplessness of the unofficials would appear greater than
it is ev~n now and continual exasperation. ,":ould. result. ':'e ~re
therefore of opinion that an unofficial maJorIty In the ~egl.slative
Council, without a second chamber or other safegua.rds, is constItutIOnally
impossible and we do not believe that a second chamber can at the present
time be constituted 50 as to be both efficient and valuable, or that
satisfactory safeguards can be devised. .. .

While fully realizing the disadvantages o~ the offiCIal maJonty we
are unable to recommend that it should be abohshed.. . .

9. T.he Constitution of the Elector:l,tes.-Two mam questIOns. arls~
in connection with this subject, namely, whether the representatlOll IS

to prooeed upon a racial or a territorial basis and, if the latt.er, whether
prQlvis,ion is to be made for the special repre~entation of raclal or .oth~r
minorities. Vie think that -so far as is practIcable true pi'ogre-es hes In
the direction of eliminating racial distinctions in public: matters and that
the territorial basis should be adopted. In view of the fac~ however. t~at
the several races have still very distinct intere!'ts. and feelmgs, :p~ovision
must be mad.e for the special representation of those communltl~s, ~he
European, the Burgher and the Mohamm.edan, which being in a ml~or.~ty
are not likely to have any representatIve returne~ for the terr~tollal
divisions. It will be remembered tha.t the memorml above-mentIOned,
after approving of the territo-rial s.yst.em, excludes Europeans, Burghers
and Mohammeda.ns from the provIncIal electorates on the ground that
they are to have a separate representation. ~he committe~ m?st strongly
opposes the acceptance of this suggestion whIch on .exa.mmatIOn appears
to result in pure racial representation. The franchIse In such a scheme
is confined to the Sinhalese and Tamils and, as the two races are gro~ped
In well defined areas, Tamils will ordinarily be ret.urned for two provmces
and Sinhalese for all the others; that is -to say that, out of the twenty~one
elected members at least twelve are to be Sinhalese elected only by the
Sinhalese witho;t the possibility of any influence 01' interference by .0t~ler
rae-es. When, in addition to this. it irs rememberf>d that the memo'rJahsts
ask for two unofficials on the Executive Council, t? be eleete~ bY

1
the

Leg-islative Councillors. and therefore in all probabIlIty als~ Sm~a.e8-e,
it is diffi.cult to avoid thE" suspicion that the scheme ?uthned .u~ the
memorial may be a definite attempt to acquire the practIcal admmistra·
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13. Summary of General Pr' ('. 1 II'
problems which presented themsel III t e8·-

1
- .avmg explained the chief

we approached them we think ·th ves or so utlO.n and the manner in which
Our proposals, \ve ~hould summ at~. be~ol:eflsett.Ilng out the. particulars of
we have arriveu for anze l'l? y tie cOllClU'SlOllS at whioh
~etailed below rdust n:~::~r;lho~e·lc~ncl.uslOns.arc a-ecepted, the scheme
lines of policy on whi 1 Y al 0 meet wIth approval. The general
acceptance by the Cou~~ilwe ar~ a1rce~ ~Jld whic.h ~e put forward for

(a) S f ~ay e s n·te 1ll ~he folIowmg propositions :-
?me re Oim of our Oonstltution directed towards ~
mcrease of popular con trol is desirable i!

(b) Europeans should be prepared. to suppo;t such demand

t
als <,tre reasonable and should be ready with proposals oSf

1elr own.

(c) T~e C:lo~ihal Office should be brought more closely into
ouc WIt the Colony which it controls.

(d) T~ere ~hould be. unofficial members of the Executive
~ouncI1, .the offiCIal members of which should be reduced

O
lll OJ umbRer! but not to the extent suggested by the

ey on e orm League.
(e) The u~official members of the Executive Council must be

nommated and not elected. .
(j) Tl~e unofficial membel's of the Legislative Council should

. e elected, except those required t-J represent particula'"
mterests. ...

(g) The official majoll'ity in the Legislative Oouncil mu.st
be maintained.

(11) Th.e ~istribution of s~tJ.,ts should be based on full ter-
ntorIal representation.

( i) Special provision .r:n;-tst be ~ade for the representation

(J
.) of small ~ommumtI-es and Important interests.

The franclllse should be wide enough to include all those
who can reasonably be expected to appreciate the value
?f a vote and the responsibility involved in exercisino'
It. 0

14. Suggested refol'lUs.-
(a) THE COLONIAL OFFICE

We have ~lready indica~ed the lines on which we think
an Improvement m the efficiency of this office
should be effected.

(b) THE EXECUTIVE COUNCIL.
This sh~uld consist of the following members:

HIS Excellency the Governor.
The Officer Commanding the Troops
The Colonial Secretary. .
The Attorney General.
The Treasurer.
Two unofficial members nominated by the Gov

ernor of whom one should be a European
.and the other a Ceylones'e.

(e) .THE LEGISLATIVE COUNcn.
~he size of the Counpil iR necei'R<t.rily dependent upon the number

of offiCIals who can be spared from theIr duties to attend its meetingfl.
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Ceylonese, the,y must stand together as one government and ,take collec
tive responsibility. If some of them are responsible to a.n mdependent
eleoto,rate, how are they to act in a conflict of views between the per
manent government and that electorat.e Per~;onally they might no doubt
resign j but that course would offer no solution when their successors
would be chosen by the same body and, presumably, be expected to voice
the same views. Ultimately, therefore either the Legislative Councillors
are to govern the country aga~nst the will of the Governor, who neverthe
less is responsible to the Secretary of State, or else the Governor is to
be in the position of having to rule in conjunction with Executive Coun
cillors whose wishes, he may be continually forced to over-ride. Dealing
with the suggestion of elected Executive Councillors the i\iontagu-Chelms
ford report says (par. 161); '''Election would depri\'e the Governor of
all discretion in making recommendations as to his coleagues .
When ability in administration ought, generally speaking, to be the
t8St, nomination by those who are in the best position to judge must
be far more satisfactory ,... . Further, the scheme involves the
association of individuals in the government who, while shn.ring in
the same degree the same responsibilities, yet derive their authority
from different sources, being responsible to the Secretary of State in
the one case and the Legisla,tive Council in the other; and hence, in
the event of ell divergence of view, there is no way of securing the unity
of action required." vVe therefore advise that the unofficial members of
the Executive Council should be nominated by the Governor.

12. The Colonial Office.-As stated bef.ore, the constitution of this
Office does not make any provision for the association with the officials
in England, of anyone having a personal knowledge of the Colony and
we believe that in practice no such person is consulted. It appears on
the face of it ;impossible for the affairs of any country to be controlled
satisfactorily by men living six thou,sand miles away who have never
seen either the country or the people whom they control. V.,Tc are of
opinion that the blunders which are made from time to time, in import
ant matters, might be avoided, if there were associated with the Secretary
of State persons having long personal acquaintance with the Colony.
'rhe Secr~tary of Stat-e for India has a council of which nine members
must have had long and recent service or residence in British India.
We are further strongly of ,opinion that tit is necessary to press for a
reform of the sy.stem under which Colonial affairs are handled in Landou
and in particular that the affairs of this Colony should be directed by
a Council, presided over by the Secretary of State for the Colonies.
if:0mor,t=f"d of officials and un{'·ffici~l~ with pxperif'nce of Ceylon. vVe .'11'9

not at present in possession ,of sufficient info'rmation to enable us to make
detailed proposals. They may be fra:ned at a later date, after consulta
tion with persons more intimately acquainted with the affairs. of tIle
Colonial Omce. Vle would however suggest that subordinate officials in
London should he dra\vn from the vari.ous Colonies and that such senior
officers as may be recalled from Ceylon for service in England should,
after five YWlTS' service there, retire on full colonial ppnsion and so make
way for new men. In this manner the Secretary of State would be 8UP~
pl.ied wit.h a stnff of officers haying an intimate knowledge of the Colony's.
affairs and needs.
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Total 01 Unofficial Members 16
Official. 17

Total of the whole Council 33
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realized it will satisfactorily safe uard tl ..races, each of which has at t g l~ specIal VIews of the various
terests and prejudices to igno~: \~~~:~nt tl~ebstrongly differentiated in
Chamber of Commerce and th WOllP1 e m~re folly.. T~e Ceylon
~e certain 10 return Europeans eIt n:~~ersn t A;S0clatlon will

a~y p::~::dec~ur:~.at Soth~~~g is
as

'a~~e ~~bability0 hof Ort~:ir mt':~~~
Oeylon a . It d rop~ans ave mvested in
the prese~;c~aure an commerce the: vast capital which they contr.ol at
their . y, they are clearly entItled to representation in excess of

Europ~:~p~:t:::~er:si:~~f~dw~rh m:re popu
l
lation. The reduction of the

alwa b ' I ou any re erence to the Oommunity has
haveY~adeen regardet as a serious grievance and one which appea~s to
of s stem no more va Id ca~se than a weak attempt to give an appearance
Th y to a. reform WhICh had in reality no logical system whatever
no es:~~e;e wIuch we suggest is logical in this respect, for while we mak~
PI ' t' e of th: fact that three Europeans will he elected in all yet the

Eu~~~~~n;~~t":. :~n t~;ec~~me~~\~l member will not be elected as
mercial interests. Should th Y

E
q fled to protect plantu~g and com

maintain the lead which they :0 ~~<lpea~s, t:t any future tIme, fail to
the Chamber of Co \\ ave In esc spheres of activity then

nominate CeYIOnese.mm;~~eisa~i~h:~eoi:~;er~ ~ssociation will pro~ably
European. Each of them ha 0 leo les even now exclUSIvely
ed to take part in' the sele~t~~:eI e

t
Y
h onese robembers who w.ill be entitl.

h foe mem er to be nommated W
e:t:e ~~i ~r made provisio~ lor the protection of oommunities and 'inter~
foresee \~he~~;~o~~~er:~~r::fec~alrepre~entati~n. It is impossible to

separ~te body ",hich is without' : v:i~:~ntl;;::, ~:~~ci~o;:~ i~o:lmsl~~ty: o~
::1'kor ance to have a member to speak lor it. We think it advisab~~e~0
two :e~~OvlslOn for such ·an eventuality and accordingly rec-ommend that
by him shshT~ld be placed at the disposal of thEJ Governor, to be filled

Ths ~u . ~cc~slOn anse., Wlt~ the sanction of the Secretary of State
of the fQe

l1
e.gls atlvebCounCll whIch we propose will then be composed

owmg mem ers:-
Elected by the provincial area·s .

" Colombo Municipal area . ...
" Europeans. .. .. . .
" B~hers -
"Mohammedans .

Nominated by the Ceylon Cha~b·~~··~·i·d~~~~~~~.. ··
" Oeylon Planters' Association
" Lo~ Country Products Ass~~i~

tlDn .. 1
Govern-or with the sanction of

the Secretary of State if
occasion arises 2

Kandyan Sinhalese.

PREDOMINATING RACE.

Low Countrv Sinhalese.
Kandyan Si~halese.
Tamil.
UJw' Country Sinhalese.
Tamil.

520,392

ELECTORAL AREAS.
Western Province
Oentral Province
NOIthern Province
Southern Province
Eastern Province
N orth-Centr-al {

Province
·North·Western

Province

¥::aragamuwa { 625,213 .-. Kandyan Sinhalese.

This division of the conntry gives a fa-irly even distribution of seats.
The Northern and E,astern Provinces have sufficiently distinct interests
to warrant sepa<rate representation in spite of their smaller populations
and the under representation of the Western Province will be corrected
by providing 31 separate member for Colombo. If, as is highly probable,
the predominating race in each electoral area secures the r.eturn of one
of its own members, there will be two Tamil members, three Kandyan
Sinhalese ,and two Low Country Sinhalese, but all -races will be included
in the elect.Jrates. There is no means of foretelling to what race the
Colombo meml:>er will belong. As it is highly improbable that a Eur·
opean, or BUlI'gher or Mohammedan will be r,eturned for any of the pro·
vincial sea.ts, we recommend that each of these communities should have
one membe'r, to be returned by its own electorate for the whole Island.
or nominated if any community so desires. There still remain the special
claims of commel ce and agriculture. We regard it as a serious defect in
the present constitution of th~ Council, and one fraught with real danger
to the prosperity of the Island, that there should be no commercial mem
ber and that agriculture should be dependent upon the return .of a planter
for the rural European seat. Interests of this nature should be represent
ed by members selected by bodies which have acknowledged authority.
\Ve recommend therefore that there should be thl'ee extra members to be
nominated respectively; by the Ceylon Chamber of Commerce, the Ceylon
Planters' Association, and the Low-Country .Products Assooiation. A
Oouncil so constituted will provide a substantial beginning for territo'rial
representation thereby leading to a diminution of racial distinctions
which may in the distant futrure permit of the total disregard of race and
the mutual acceptance of each other by all classes of persons as citizens
with the same political needs, in the meanwhile and until tha.t ideal is
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A~ it is improbable that government will be able to spare twenty-two
officials, the number of unofficials suggested by the Reform League must
lY.1 reduced. '\Ill e can see no necessity for the election of several members
to represent the views of anyone area. We suggest that there should be
one member for each of the following provinces, namely the 'Vestern
Province, the Central Province, the Northern Province, the Southern
P:rovince and the Eastern Province, while "the North-Oentral and North
Western Provinces should together return one member, a·nd Uva and
Rabaragamuwa "another. The following table shows the population, at
the last censuS, of each of these electoral ar,cas and the, race which l~
in numerical preponderance:-

TOTAL.

POPULATION.

1,106,321
672,258
369,651
628,817
183,698

K1
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If the Governor has not exercised his powe'f of nomination to either
of the extra. seats, the numbers will be, Unofficials 14, Officials 15-total

29.
rrhe question then arises whether the Governor should preside at

~he meetings of the Council. In favour of a continuation of the present
~~ stem, it may be argued that, although His Excellency represents His
l\.tajesty the King, his position afl the chief executive officer of the ad
ministlration in Ceylon, ultimately responsible for ·the Government of the
Island, is analogous rather to .tha.t of the English Prime Minister and
therefore demands his presence in the Legislative Council. On the other
hand it has been contended that it is morc in accordance with the dignity
of his office that the Gov.ernor should be above and apart from the neces
sity of keeping order in debate and further that his presence may tend
towards a restriction of the freedom of discussion. After a consideration
of both these vi,ews, we l'ecommend tha,t His Excellency should not pre
side, but that the President should be an official member nominated

by him.
Before leaving the subject of the Legislative Council we wish to

refer to a matter which at the present time is a frequent source of public
irritation, namely the sudden launching of Government measures, with
out any previous wu'rning, and in m3,ny cases without any attempt to
SGund public opinion on the principles of the proposed enactments. We
believe that the Government frequently courts opposition by its failure to
take the unofficial members into its confidence, when previous discussion
and explanation of its views would a,void the indignation which a surpris
ed public sometimes exhibits. We think that this mistaken 'procedure
could be prevented by the appointment of standing committees of the
Legislative Council, of an advisory natl1l'e, to assist the executive on
questions relating to various important branches of the administration,
and that bills should be discussed in such committees before being sub

mitted to the Council.
(d) THE FnANcTuSE.

As stated before we think that the qu."l.,lificatic.ns for electors sug
gested by the Reform League are, with slight modifications, acceptable.
We suggest that the ownership qualification should be Rs. 5,000'00 instead
of Rs. ) ,000·00, which latter sum bears no logical relation either to the
income qua1ification of Rs. 6GO.OG per ailll11m or to the occupation qualifica.
tion of Rs. 200.00 annual value i~ the country 01' Rs. 400.00 in a town.
We also think that the plural voting provided for in quaJification V. of
the Ueform League's memo'randum should be greatly restricted. 'While
tbere is good reason in allowing a person who has substantial proprietary
interests, in an area other than that in which he resides, to have an
extra vote in respect of that property, we cannot accept an interest to
the value of Rs. 6,000.00 as being sufficiently substantial to justify plurali
ty of voting, which is always l'ecognized as a somewhat undemocratic
institution. \iVith a qualification of only Rs. 6,000.000, a moderately
wealthy Iresident of C.olombo might ohain a vote in every province and
it is not impossible that, with a re.stricted electorate, the richer classes
in Colombo or in the \Vestern pl''Ovince, might in effect control the
p,lections th~oughout the whole Island-a pr,oceeding which would ob
viously he highly undesirable. We think therefore that the amount

should be at the least Rs. 30,000.
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We recommend therefore that every elector for "should be: _ a terntonal area.

1 A lB'" I .S!: rna e ntiS 1 subJect, not less than 21 years old
3. Able to read and ~vrite .English, Sinhalese or Ta~il.

On~ w~o ha·s reSided m the electoi'ul area f'JI' not lW5
~ ~an cne year, unless he owns property in the elector~l
~ lea of the value of not 1e<::s than Rs 'jO COO' I " 1

h d
~'.. ,oJ, ,HI W llC.L

case e nee not have so reslded
4. (a) In receipt of an annual incpm~ or salary of not Ie s

than Rs. 600. s
or (b) In o~cupation either as proprietor or tenant of a

house In t~e electoral area of the annual value or rent
of Rs. 200 III a rural aTiea 01' Rs. 400 in an nrb

or ( ) Th f' an area.
c . e ow~er 0 landed property in the electoral area in

t
hhlS own nght or that of his wife of the value of not le

an Rs. 5,000. ss
(e) QUALIFICATIONS OF CANDIDATES.

Jibould"Vbe
e
~ecommend that a candidate for election for a territorial area

~l~ A male British subject not less than 25 years old
2 On h~h~ list. of vot~rs for the territorial area to l:epresent

w 10 1 he IS nO~Illa~ed as a candidate, provided that he
must have reSIded III such are'a for not less than three
years, whether or not he owns property therein f th
valne of Rs. 30,000. 0 e

(3) Able. to read, write and speak English.

Q
. (4) .Not In the service. of the Crown.

ualdicatlOns numb€,red (1) (3) d ( \
gested in the memorandum to i· h an 4.. are tho sa::ne a.s those sug-
memorandum proposes the f II w ~lC . we have referred. For No. (2) the

" a oWIng.~

On the list of voteT· I .
strongly deprecate the adopSt· III afny ehectoral area III the Island." 'Ve
· lOn 0 sue a propo 1 h· I .
It possible for every seat to b . d b sa, w 10 I would render
would have no special know]eed~~c~t:rl y m~mbe1's o~ some clique, who
posed to represent. The authors of th: prOVInces WhICh they were sup
aI' argument in its favour If·t· . t mdem

d
· orandum offer no comment

t
. 1 IS In en e to repro"' tl E I'

:-:ys em, according to which P I· . uuce Ie ng ish· a ar mmentary candidate c b t
~y a constituency with which he has n . ar: e.1'e umed
tram a failure to appreciate the d·ff at per~o.nal connedlOn, it results
who casts his vote for the repre<:en~~:en losItlOn of the English elector
who is to advocate j" I I - d a lve 0 a party ra.ther than fo!' a nelTson

us oca nee s In C I th .
p.arties other than perhaps the offi~ials eyhon ere are at present no
eml members on the other. The f on Leone hand and ~he ~moffi-
elect~on. The Ceylon elector ther~::::r ~r~ ~ent to the. CouncIl WIthout
candIdates of the S),lli •. WI . ~ve a ChOlCC only between
til represent his views

e
o~a~~~~lw::~u~~:~e~::msI:o;,e spec~allY qualified

have no knowledge of th . .. e rnem ers returned
t'epresentation is of little :1 provl.ll;e~ ~hdlCh they represent, territorial
· v lie, anu is m anger of deg t".
Instrument for furthering the e d f If k· en era lllg mto an
~'oho e~mpjain of the present sys~e~ ~f ~~m-i~e:ti~:ga~~m::':;;~~"a ~hose

unCl urge as one of. their main contentions that a member who resi~~::



(Sgd.) A. DUXCUM,

Secretary.

•

(Sgd.) W. H. FIGG,

Ohairman.

(Sgd.) A ntT~('r·M,

Sc('reLuy.

(Sgd.) V. A. JULIUS,

ell.airman.

The abm'C RepOTt was d 1 . J
Annu~1 General Meeting held o~ Yth

a
opteJ by the Association at the

followmg Resolution was pa.ssed '_ e 8th February, 1919, at which the

"That this A . t··
<i th I SSOCla IOn approves of tl "
;. e sc Ierne of reform outlined in th le. prmclples stated, and

23rd January 1919 and th' . e Repolt of the Council dated
I.' ". au Ol'Izes tJ e C '1
.. as It may. d~em necessary for ~ivin 1 ounel. to. take SUC~1 steps

the ASSOCIatIOn in accord g ·tl g, expreSSlOn to the VIews of
<. ,1.fi . . ance WI 1 taat R p t b·maul ca.tIon III matters of .1 t ·1 e or , su Ject to such
.. t tl {1 ue 11,1 as may at an t"a Ie vouneil but in so f . Y Ime seem desirable
:1, s~ntat_~on of the Sinhalese a:n~s~~:::'ilR~port de~l,s w.ith the Repre"ttve I Uouncil, the question as to whe~~~unIt\es In the Legisla,
" S.lOU d be on a Tcnitol'ial or C el ,sue l Representation
" Sion of the Oouneil after consu~;:~::a\~i~~SlShbe lef~ to the deci-

of the other Oommunit!·es .1 h . t e leadmg Members
" ,I W 10 ave more t' t "anu who are more vit"l] . In Ima c knmvieJge at" E . n' y concerned In tl.. •

urope-an Community," lIS questIOn than the

COlombo, 23rd January, 19]9.
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(Signed) V. A. hUGS m .
W H I

"" . ,- latrman
" .. ~ lOG.

l) J. GRA,EME SINCLAIR.

" HERBERT BOIS.

" J. THOMSON BROOM.

\) F. A. HAYLEY.

" R. HUYSHE-}<;LIOT

" B. VI. LEEt·E •

" A. J. MARTI;.
" E. It. WILLIAMS.

" A. DrNCUi\f,-Sf'cref.al'y.

. The above Report was duly auo t d
tlOn at a meeting held on the 23".. ' J p e by the Council of the Associa-

lu anuary, 1919. .

Colombo, 8th FebruarJr: 1910.
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say, in Colombo cannot be expected to know the desires of the inhabit~
ants of distant provinces. The mere fact that a Colombo man has per
s~ade~ the voters of some distant province to elect him will not equip
him with any greater knowledge of the conditions of life in that province
than he would have if nominated by the Governor.

15. Municipal Councils and Local Boards.-We have hitherto made
no mention of local government inasmuch as it did not directly affect the
genera.l reforms which we have been considering. We think that great
importance should be placed upon the political education of the people
by entrusting them with a large amount of self-government in local areas.
We recommend that, subi ect to such safeguards as the government may
think requisite for protecting its financial interests, Municipal Councils
should be wholly elected and should elect their own chairman. A com
mission was appointed in 1916 to consider the question of local govern
ment generally exclusive of the areas dealt with by the Municipal Councils.
We -support the recommendations made by the commission in its report
(see Sessional Paper No. VII of 1917) and consider that steps should be

taken to give effect to them.
16. General Remarks.-It did not fall within the scope of the

matters submitted to us to make suggestions as to the course which the
I Councilor the Association should take with regard to the expression of

views or the part to be played in the political ar,ena of the present day.
We would like to suggest, however, that if the reorganization of the
<.Jolonial Office which we have reoommended is approved, steps should be
taken to communicate with other Crown Colonies with a view to obtaining
co-operation in pressing our demand for reform. Should other Colonies
be willing to join with us, the advisory board which we wish to see con
stituted might be enlarged into a general council of members from all the
Colonies with separate Committees to deal with the affairs of each several

Golonv .·We wish to make it clear that in framing, a scheme which involves
the approv~l of many of the demands of the Ceylon Reform League, we
must not be thougHt ·'£0 associate ourselves in any way with the extrava
gant language in which some of the local reformers indulge. from time to
time. We have not overlooked the fact that pr.oposals, which in them~
selves seein accepta01e, may be supported by persons who are actuated
only by motives of self-interest or who obtain satisfaction frOID any
opportunity to gird at the Bl'itis·h, We have ende.avou,red not to aHo'\\'
the realization of that £,act to over~cloud our outlook. That the mass of
the people are yearning for, (11' have any understanding of self-government
we do not for a moment believe. 'Ve are firmly oonvinced that the pro~
sperity of the Island can be maintained only by a preservation of British
"l."llie and by the rostering of the noti.ons of integrity and efficiency, which
ii) connoted by the participation of the British in the a·ffairs of the coun
try, and which constitutes a more vital factor in the capacity of a people
to rule either itself 01' others than mere intellectual progress. Where
we have advised reforms which do not specifically affect the interests of
our own community. we have done 00 on the assumption that they are
desired by loyal subjects genuinely anxious to further the welfare of the
()olony. We believe that there are many such men and that co-operation
with therrt in r~moving the grievances of which they complain will be for

the benefit of all.
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E, A, M, WILLIAMS,
Secretary-

District XII. Appointments Department,

(Ministry of Labour)

Gresham House, London, E. C.

MINISTRY OF LABOUR

POST SCRIPT.

In ol'der to save time I beg to enclose oop~es of t.he fOfms re
ferred to, and request that, if approved, they may be distrihuted among
the principal firms on your membership.

Should yo:u require more I shall he pleased tQ send them.

Sir,-The Appointments Department has been recently formed
under the Ministry of Labour mainly for the purpose of giving to officers
and educated men every possible facility for finding employment on
their demobilisation.

No. XII District of the Appoin"tments Department deals solely with
appointments in the British Empire overseas; and it is plrobable that the
number of office'rs will be large who will prefer or be obliged to seek
openings ahroad.

It wiN be impossible for the Appointments Department to fulfil its
purpose withO'ut the co-operation of individual firms- who have employ
ment to offer. With this objecti in view I should be glad if you would
be so kind as to supply me with a list of the firms on your membership,
with their addresses. For your information I beg to enclose a draft
copy 'of a form I intend asking employer,s to fill in.__I am, etc.,

C, R. BATHURST,
Major,

Director District XII.,
for the Comptroller General

-'--'

The Secretary;

British Chamber of Commerce,

Hongkong,

The Appointments Department has 'been formed for the purpose
of finding employment for officers and men of go-ad education on their
Demobilization, and employers- a.re invited to fill in the attached form
ehCJWing particulars of any posts they may be dispnsed to offer.

It should be not-ed that many of these men have high technical
<!1.lalifications and commercirul experience.

A, DUNCUM,
Secretary.

•

Chamber of Commerce.
The Secretary,

Hong-kong General

Hongkong General Chamber of Com:ne
rce

,
Hongkong, 28th April, 1919.

. Committee to acknowledge and to
Dear Sir -I am (hl'ected by my . . f a. Report of your

, I tt . f 9th ult. enclosmg CopIes 0 . .
tIl auk you far your e 81 0 . f ConstitutlOnal Reforms.
Association with reference to Ithe :u~s:lOCh~'lril'fnanof this Chamber, and

The Hon. Mr. P. R,' Ho yoa , a e Ch~ '. au have since had the
S H D dwell our new aulU . , d d' '

the Hon. Mr. . . 0 .J tl H Ml' 'V. H. Figgan lSCUSSmg.

plea-sure of meeting ~"0ur Pres1den,t f l.~ ~~. the' Colonial Office, an~ more
with him the neces~lty .f?l· som~.Ie~~n always having in its serVIce .one
particularly the desllrabl~lty of ~ ~s the ~~nditions obtaining in the vanoU""
official personally acqua.mted WIt d 'tl view to this much neeJecl

ntations ma e WI 1 a .
Colonies- Any represe < • d art of my CommIttee.
reform would have ~he wholehei'te ~l:PHolyoak is also on his waj~ to

Our late Chauman, the on. 1 I. time as the Han. Mr. FIgg.
II b t home about t 1e same . Y tc

Europe and \VI ea. l' th early Auturnn.- ours, e ., .
whom he hopes to meet III Lone on In e

The European Association of Ceylon.
Colombo, 7th June, 1919.

f l' 'our letter of the 28th April,
Dear 811',-1 have .to tha~k yo~ 0 h~.t an representations made

Rnd my Council note with sa~tSf~C~lOnal
t

office ~hich would pro,:i~e {~r
with a view to the l'~f.orm or t e . o,ont -th the conditions obtalDtng 111

one official ba,ving pers~_nal ac~~ta~~ta~~o~:t_.hearted supp·-:;rt of your Curn
the various Colonies. wd recel\·e e
lnittee.-Yours, etc.,

The Secretary,
European Association of Ceylon,

COlombo.
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ALEX ROSS & 00.

Chamber of Commerce.

The Secretary,
Hongkong General

WAR RISK INSURANCE.

Hongkong General Chamber of Commerce,

Hongkong, 28th April, 1919.

WAR mSK INSURANCE.

Dear Sirs,-Your letter at 31st ult. ha.ving reference to the above
subject, was duly laid on the table and considered by my Committee
at its last monthly meeting.

My Committee take the view a,t pres.:-lnt that your submission is.
not rea.lly a matter which calls. for a Chamber of Commerce Olause but
one which should be dealt with by individual firms. '
. They are assisted to this opinion by a belief that any attempt to'
Introduce such a clause would lead no a considerable amount of fricHon
~ith the Chinese Dealers, and that unless a general desire exists for it~

It would be better to leave each firm to make their own arrangement in
accordance with their views on the war risk situation.

Hongkong 31st March, 1919.
Dear Sir,-Although this has at present fallen to an almost

nominal rate, there is still the risk of Mines, and if a ship \Yere lost in
this manner, the, rate would go up. Not only this, but there might be
other vVars at any time which would !-orce the rates up, and importers
here would again have to faoo the same difficulti.es that were apparent
in the early stages of the Great War.

To avoid this, we wonder whether your Committee would consider
formulating S<Xffie >such clause as the following:-

II War Risk based on current rate of day on which sale i~

II made; if, when goods are shipped, the rate exceeds that on
I (date of sale by more than 1%, such difference over and above
" I % shall be paid by buyer. In the same manner if the rate· is
II more than 1% less than that on date of sale, then anything
"beyond such rate (less 1%) shall be credited to buyer."
Th-e a,bove could be placed on aJI contract's with Chinese or other'S.

and would protect both buyer and seller to some extent. "
If your Chamber ga.-ve approval to some such clause, it would be

come sta.lldard, and we have to point out that the world still seems to
be in a very topsy-turvy condition, and we can hardly expect Ghina to
?e without it~ own little wars in the future, so that it appears to us,
If we are to Jearn the lessons of the Great War, eV(~rything should be·
done to take advantage of them, and importers here would then not
he left (as they were in 1914) with contracts for which they had to pay
the entire increase in War Insurance out of their own pockets.~We are,.
ute.,

L I

.Appointments Available.

APPLICATION BY EMPLOYER.

Character of Appointment available. .
~: Locality (name of town and district or. provmce.)
3. Nearest point of access by sea. and raIl.
4. Nature of Climate. .
5. Approximate age m~st SUltabl,,~.
6. If suitable for IDafrIed man. .

D isabilities disqualifying for appomtment.7.
8. Qualifications essential
9. Approximate:- .

(1) Immediate remuneratIOn.
(2) Future prospects.
(3) Other conditions, payment of passage, etc.

When required. . .
Agent in England to mterV16W applicant.
Employers' references. .
Personal and Oommerciai.
Signature of Employer.
Postal Address.

10.
II.
12.

Hongkong General Chamber of Commerce,

Hongkong, 28th April, 1919.

E. A. M. WILLIAMS,
Secretary.

The Comptroller General,
District XII,

Appoints Department,
(Ministry a.f Labour),

Gresham Hous~,

London, E.C.

Sir -I have the honour to acknowledge receipt of your ci.rcnlar un
dated letter enclosing forms of application for me:cantlle asslstanc~ t~
be drawn from demobilized officers who are anXIOUS to seek emp oy

ment abroad. I' h 1 duly
I have to thank you for the supp~y of .these fOfms w 11~ l~~e

been distributed to commercial houses m thIS Colony.-1 ha"e, e .,

13.
14.

District VII.,
Appointments Department,

(Ministry of Labour)
Gresham House,

London, E.C.
England.

•
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Hongkong.

HOllgkong.

~rans]ation of Code Telegram.
Fl'om Officer Administe;ring the G-oycrnment
To Secretary of State, London. '
Date 31st March, 1919.

The Chairman
Hongkong 'General Chamber of COlllmt'r~·e.

Colonial Secretary's Office,

HO[jgkong, 1st. 4pril, 1919.

Sir,-"'ith reference to your I tt ' rf I ..
to forward the enclosed copies of tw: t ~l 0 t 18 lIS~ Aprll, I am dire-cted
cd to the SecretaI' of S e egr<:uDs w)lch have been address
ing of the Canadia~ PaciJ'~tOe for thsc ,C.olo~les ,regarding the I'cquisitioB-

cean eIVlces' ShlpS.-I am teJ e .,

." Translation of Code Telegram.
~ rom Officer Administering the Government

o Secretary of State, Lonuon. '
Date 1st April, 1918.

My telegram 31 st Ma.rch A.n '
certainly locally to provid 1 ~ -. ang~mell1 s c~uld be made almost
Pacific Ocean Services' ve:s:ll1PP~~g}UI t:r,)Ops ,m place of Canadian
days here and Lowther C~stl s. , ,av~c, ~rlI~ce WIll ~e ready in a few
delayed for cargo {or some w~el~s lea J III .,_.ha,nghal both likely to he
doubt chartered he'·gI,t s·,t t" ,a,nd addItIOnal tonnage could be no
I ,ua·lon Is very d 11 d rk I

would urge strongly that tl .'t n an, J e y to remain so.
charter suitable vessels in E aUt lOll y ma;\~ be gIven to requisition or

O S
as ern waters l11 plae f 0 d· P .

cean ervices.' vessel th t k' . _ e 0 ana lan acrfic
f

" sea mg of WhlCh WlJl d··
o passenger and business t fli cause grave1s}ocatlOnra c.

SEVERN.

'. Canadian Pacific Ocean Services' a. 'nt·... 'saIlmgs worn Far East tV' . ge, repOJ l'S that theIr four
. , ,0 ancouver dUrIng Api'll < M . .

OWIng to requisition for troo 1 ~ and a~ bemg cancelled
passengers travelling for reasoPs. £TbIes: \:cSWJls are fully booked' by
~ept in the East during the w~ n:.u 0 l~.s:n~s~_ or health who bave been
hnes. Approximately 1000 E' d no,~\al]a.ble accommodation by other
that steps should be ·ta.k~n t uroP,ed",nst,:nvolved. I most strongly urge

( 0 prOVl e 0 ',IN' y('::"\seJs for troops.

SEVERN.

A. G. M. FLETCHER,

Colcnia~ Secretary.

E. A. M. WILLIAMS,
Secretary.

(Sgd.) S. H. DODWELL,
Chairman.

The Honourable
The Oolonial Secretary.

N1
REQUISITIONING OF THE CANADIAN PACIFIC

OOEAN SERVICES SHIPS.

Hongkong General Chamber of Commerce.
Hongkong, 1st April, 1919.

Sir,_I have the honour to confirm our conversation this morning
with reference to the withdrawal of the « EMPRESS n steamers, and to
express the satisfaction of the Committee of the Chamber of Oommerce
that the Government have already telegraphed to the Secretary of State
protesting against what will undoubtedly prove a very great hardship to
the residents of this Oolony and others for reasons with which you are

familiar.
My Oommittee further feel that the present tonnage situation does

not warrant this wholesale withdrawal of passenger ships, and that, by the
use of fi'rst class cargo steamers for the transport of the Oanadi:l,n troops
[rom Vladivostock, some, if not all, of the" Empress" boatf'l could be allow
ed to fulfil the passenger arrangements already made. Perhaps you may
not be aware that the freight situation at the present moment is anything
hut good; merchant steamers are having great difficulty in getting cargoes
in many directions, and my Committee are of the opinion that this state
of affairs will continue for some months. My Committee therefore re~
spectfnlly request you to telegraph again tv the Secretary of State, urging
upon him the use of first class cargo steamers. for the troops so far as)9
-possible, and it might assist matter8 if you mentioned the name of two
steamers that I ha.ve every reason to believe would be available for the
purpose; the <i SLAVIC PRINCE" {'eady in a day _or two in this port,
and the « LOWTHER CASTLE" ready in Shanghai. Both these steam·
ers, my Committee are given to understand will have to wait some weeks
at any rate for a cargo, so that their owners a-re not likely to put obstacles
in the way, if it should be found that they can relieve the' situation.-

"\. have, etc.,

Messrs. Alex Ross and Co.•
Hongkong.

It is admitted that there is sound reasoning in your suggested
Clause and if a general desire manHe-sts itself among importers for the
innovation, the Committee would be quite willing to re-open the questi-on
and endeavour to carry out the wishes of the general body of the mem

bers of the Chamber. I aID, etc.,



E. A. M. WILLIAMS,
Secretary.

135
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Actions not to lie
against publIc
servants in certain
evpnts.

(a) upon any promise express or implied
t~ repay money paid or advanced to
hlIll or to another person at his request·. ,

II Public servant," means any person holdin
any permanent appointment the emolu~
~ents of w}lich are wholly or in part
dIrectly denved from the revenues of
the Colony.

3.-(1.) No action shall be ma-intained against
a public servant:_

(b) upon any promise express 01' implied to
be answerable for the debt or default of
another person; or

134
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The Honourable
The Colonial Secretary.

Hongkong General Chamber of Commerce,

Hongkong, 28lh April) 1919.

8il',~-l haye the honour to ackn0wledge receipt of your letter of
1st instant covering copies of telegrams despatched to the Secretary
of State for the Oolonies urging the continuance of the Canadian Paoli!.:
Ocea,n Services sailings between the Far East and Vancouver.

My Oommittee desire me to request that you will be good enough
to convey to His Excellency the Officer Administering the Government
their appreciation of the prompt and productive measures he has taken
to relieve the situation created by the requisitioning of this service for
conveyance of troops when other suitable steamers were available on the
berth.-I have, etc.,

Proceedings in
contravention of
this Ordinance
to he void.

the

CLAUD SEVER.",

Colonial Secretary.

A. G. M. FLETCHER,
Clerk of Councils.

Assented to by HiH Excellency the Governor
day of March, 1917. '

(c). u!?on any bond, bill of excha.nge, pJO
mIssory note, Ot other lIke instrument
~ade, drawn, accepted, endorsed, or
gIven by him.

(2.) This section shall not apply to any public
s.erv.a~t whose substa-ntive pay, at the date \;hen the
habIhty sought'to be enforced, exceeds two hundred
dollars a month, exclUf,ive of any allowances.

(3.) This section sha.ll not apply to a.ny lia.bility
contracted before the commencement of this Ordinance.

'<4.) Nothing in this section contained shall affect
the nght of the holder of any security to realize the
same by sale or foreclosure.

. . 4. All proceedIngs and documents! In Ot.

mmdental to an action in contravention of tIllS Ordm
ance shall be abs.olutely null and void for all purposes,
whether the OrdInance be raised as a defence or not.

Passed the Legislative Council of Hongkong, this
day of March, 1917.29th

30th

HONGKONG.

No 10 of 1917.
I assent to this Ordinance.

F. H. MAY,
Governor.

8
30th March, 1917.

An Otdinance to protect cedain Public Servants from
Legal Proceedings in respect of certain Liabilities.

[30th March, 1917.J

BE it enacted by the Goyel'nol' of Hongkong, with
the advice and consent of the Leg.islative Council there
of, as follows:-

1. This Ordinance may be cited. as the Public
Servants Liabilities Ordinance, 1917.

2. In this Ordinance:-
" Action" includes legal proceedings and

process of every description other than
criminal and includes proceedings in
bankruptcy.

Short title

:Interpretation.

THE PUBLIC SERVANTS LIABILITIES ORDINANCE 1917.



LIABILITIES OF PUBLIC SERVANTS.

The Atto'rney-General moved the second reading of the Bill intituled'
"An Ordina.noe to protect certain Public Servants from Legal Proceed
ings in respect of certain Liabilities."

The Colonial Secretary-Sir. As I have been in a measurtt
responsible for initiating the proposal to enact in this Colony the some
what unusual legislation embodied in this Bill, I should like to explain
briefly to the Council the principle involved. In the rules of the Public
Bervice it is laid down that serious pecuniary embarrassment, from what
ever cause, will be regarded as a circumsta.nce which necessarily has the
e~'ect of impairing the efficiency of a Public Servant, and of rendering.
hun less valuable than he would otherwise be, and that the mere fa.ct.
under whatever plea, of becoming a party to accommodation bills, whe
ther for his own pUL'pose, or for another person, will subject a Civil
Servant to cutain disciplinary measures. Thes8 rules have not proved
sufficient in practice to prevent Government O.ffict~rs borrowing monBy
and signing promissory notes, and a good many years ago, in the F.M.S.,
htws were enacted on much the same lines as the Bill now before you.
My experience of the working of those laws in the F.M.S, was entirely
satisf.actory. The need for a similar law is just as urgent, or even more
urgent in Hongkong. The records oJ the Courts show that the rate d
interest charged in this Colony in money lending tra·nsactions is, to say
the least, unconscionable, and it often happens that the original transae
bon does not come to light in the course of the proceedings. I have saiLi
that this legislation is unusual in its character, and it is so particularly
ill that it has as its object the protecting of a particular class of th~

community, namely, officers on the permanent establishment of the public·
fiel'vice in the Colony. At first sight it may seem unreasonable that the
same protection should not be accorded to other persons whose salaries
are limited and who are equally liable to become the prey of rapacious
money lenders. The borrowing of money by means of promissory notes,
with or without security, is, however, often necessary in commercial life,.
and it would be a matter of great difficulty to devise a law which would
lay down exactly in what circumstances money borrowed on a promissory
note should be irrecoverable by the ordinary process' of law. In the case
of public servants the same difficulty does not arise, Colonial Regula
tion 4-0 is as follows :-q Salaried public officers whose remuneration is.
axed on the assumption that their whole time is at the disposal of the
Government are prohibited from engaging in trade, or employing them~.

selves in any commercial 01' agricultural undertaking." Another point to
which I desire to draw attention in discussing the principle .of the Bill'
IS that it does not make it an offence for a subordinate public servant to·
borrow money on a promissory note. He may do so and the fact may
OE'Ver come to light. It may also be urged as an objection that the
money·lender may hold over the bo·rrower the fear of discovery in order'
to extort a. high rate of interest.· All this. was thoroughly gone into in

137

a 1

(Extract Hongkong Hansard Report of Legislative Council

proceedillgs held 29th March 1919).

The Honourable
The Colonial Secretary.

o 1
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A. G. M. FLETCHEIt,
Colonial Se·cretary.

E. A. M. WILLIAMS,
Secretary~

Colonial Secretary's Office,

Hongkong, 28th Ap~n, 1919.

Hongkor.g General Chamber of Commerce,

Hongkong, lOth April, 1919.

bir -vVith reference to ',lour letter of the 10th April, I am directed
to enclos~ for your informatio~ a copy of the Hongkong Hansard report
-of the Legislative Council proceedings held on the 29th March, 1~17, relat
mg to the Pl1bli~ Servants Liabilities Oi'~inanc~, 1917. and to cluect Y~Ul'

attention in particular to the speech of HIS E?,cellency th~ Officer AdmuH-
etering the Government on the Second Readmg of the BIll.. .

I am to state that, if the Chamber of Commerce can deVIse l~glsla

tion which will bar certain money lending contracts and not otheTs III the
general community, this Government will be gTad to consider it.

Civil r:lervants form a body Qf persons who are not allowed to engage
in business, and therefore have no need to borrow rnone.y und~r leg~l

cC'ntracts and it was a comparatively simple matter to legIslate In theIr,
case.-I am, et-{l"

The Secretary,
Hongkonr: General Chamber of Commerce.

811',-1 have the honour by direction of my Co~mittee to approach
you with reference to Ordinance No. 10 of 1917, .w~lCI.l was enacted t~
protect, certain public servants fr-om legal proceedmgs In respect of eel'
taill liabilities. ..

My Committee have noted with m~ch concern cases III recent years
of young local mercantile assistants cor:nmg before the Bankruptcy Court~
having been forced there by the :xtortJ?DS of money-lenders.. .

'1'0 give a junior mercantile aSSIstant the same protectIOn as, l,S
alTorded to junior public servants wou!d a.ct as .a d:t~lfent .t? the activI
ties of money-lending sharks, and aSSIst III malI~tammg a· ?lgher stand
ard of efficiency amung such assistants, and to thIs end Ordmance. ~o. 10

. of 1917 might usefully be extended to include all persons l'eCelVlflg a
salary of less than $200 per montIl. . ,

My Committee will be g~ad to le~rn the Government s views re
garding the practicability of thIs suggesbon.-I have, etc.,
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the F.M.S., and in actual practice it was found that the threat of dis
covery had no substantial basis, with the obvious result that money...
lenders ceased to lend to the protected cIa,ss of Government servants.
It would hardly be wise for me to indicate how this result was brought
about, but I can assure Hon. Members that it is a problem easy of solu
tion, or I should never have advocated the adoption of this BilL Lastly,
[ would point out that the Bill is not retrospective in its action, but, in
.n-ddition to approving of the introduction of this measure, the Secretary
of State has also approved of advances being made to subordinate officers
to enable them to payoff existing debts.. It is proposed to appoint a
small committee to investigate the circumstances of each case of debt
brought to its notice, and make such offers to creditors as appeal' just. I
do not 'anticipate that in any case a reasonable offer in cash down will be
refused in favour of a judgment- of the Court involving repayment of an
inflated sum by small monthly instalments spread over a series of years.
I feel, SIr, that if the Council wiII pass this bill a great blow will be struck
at the unconscionable bargains made by many money-lenders in thil;
:'-:olony. 1 have littIe doubt that the cases which come before the Oourts
are only ,a small fraction of their number, and I commend the Bill td

YGur favour in the full assurance that it will have the effect of relieving
many members of the subord,inate brunch of the public service from wh~t
has hitherto constituted a very serious drawb-ack to their efficienc;y and
-self-respect.

Han. Mr. Pollock-I think, Sir, that we are all agreed, Or we
-shall be agreed, that a good case has heen made nut
for pl'otecting Government servants in the way indicated. But, Sir, my
point is this: I do not see why equal protection should not be extended
to other members of the community who are not public servants. If
money-lenders take adva-ntage of public servants earning a comparatively
small salary and charge usurious rates of interest, it seems to me that it
is only right that people who are not Government servants, and who are
also charged considerable rates of interest, also require a measure of pro
tection in addition to public servants. It seems to me that a measure of
this sort should be extended to others besides public servants.

Hon. Mr. Holyoak-I desire to support my colleague's remarks in
that respect. In the first place I object to the Bill because it is a distinct
form of class legislation which cannot but have an unfortunate effect on
the Colony. In tbe second place, if the argument be true that Il~lHic
servants whose salaries are limited are likely to get into debt, it is equally
true of the small salaried commercial assistant. And if the object of the
Bill is to prevent money being lent to such people as are classed, it is
surely equally desirable that it should be made applicable to the Colony
as ,a whole, and so prevent the system of money-lending, which is ac
knowledged to be an universal curse.

His Excellency,-I am sorry I cannet accept the suggestions of
han. members. It is very necessary to protect public s-ervants in this
manner, for the success of the whole Government administration depends
on the integrity of its public servants. It is a very serious matter for
public servants to owe money and it ought to be prevented by all possible
means. 1t might be argued that it is un-desirable for cle'1'ks in mercantile
£trms to owe money, but that does not affect the administration of public
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affairs, a,g it would in the f hI"
difficult thing, I think to c~se 0 a pu. Ie se~van~ owing money. It is It

think the Oouncil will 'be j~st~~e~c:n~l~ehleglS~~tlOn a~ ~uggested, and I
take that view in at any rate t 'k" ope e uno CIal members will
important section' of ~he ~om~u:itlyn~~~ehfi.rs~step to 'protect the most
a k H U ffi

· C IS' In OUf mIdst I th f
•.g on.. no cial Members to pass this Bill . ere o~e
l~ not a BIll that one would like to see pa d' 't~ needhhardly say that It
of the unofficial members. ,sse WI out t e full concurrence-

it wasTph:ssCeod'onial Secdret~ary seconded the second reading of the Bill
, . a secon Ime.' ' and

Council then went into Committee tclause. 0 consider the Bill clause by"

On sub·section 10., of Clause 3
Hon. Mr. Pollock moved that the word II like" sh ld b .

80 as to make it clear as to h t ou e Inserted
thought the insertion of th: ~' ~as real1dl! meant by the section. He

b' 't . Jor wou remove any possih;lit f
am IgUl y In construction' :the word "l"k JJ t - y 0
., instruments" which had ~a 'd Ie. 0 come after the word', ' very WI e meaulllg.

_ Th~ ame?dment was accepted, and the Bill
tmttee WIth thIS amendment. passed through Com·

On Council resuming
The Attorney-Generai moved that the Bill be read tl . d t'
1'1 C I - 1 S ' a nr 'Ime

d
1e ooma ecretary seconded, and the Bill was then read a th',' ..,

time an passed. I Ul

TON FOR TON POLICY.

Colonial Secretary's Office.

Hongkong, 26th MaTch, 1919.

Sir,-With reference to my letter of the 13th D b
7:f~~es,s~? to the Acting Secretary, I am directed to fo~~=~ ~~r ~:~8;
Secre~~;o~fas~~f: f~f ~te ~esra~ch ~hich has been re~eived from the
in my letter d ; -,e 0 °Imes

III answer to the telegram quoted-
un er re erence.- am, etc.,

A. G. M. FLETCHER,
Oolonial Secretary.

The Secretary,

Hongkong General Chamber of Commerce.



E. A. M. WILLIAMS,
Sccretar;y.

• '1 vVe have ~btained Permit dated the 26th instant from Civil G
0'- Canton (whIch we enel h' 'th f . overnor

~ ose eleWI Or your gUIdance) and "t .
approved and endorsed by Mr. Jamieson the British Consul in Canton~ IS

As we have made forward ·contract "]J h
loss if we will fail to give delivery in til~e' wte t"h'l Cavet tobsustain a heavy

W h h ~ a e an on uyers
eave t erefore to request 0 t I -1-' •

H_onollrable Colonial SecretarY -whos~ U 0 t? ac~ ~ne matter before the
the recontinuance of our busi~~ss. e sane 1011. IS now only required for

HonOl~=b~~r~;.r~J~tSc~~~~~i~l s~I~c'UI~~so~"F~J'e Cl'a~k~rs, we hope t!lat the
cargo to Canton. . b III permISSIon for exportIng our

Thanking you much in Ilnticipation_\Ve remain etc, .,

The Secretary, N. MODY & CO

Hongkong General Chamber of Commerce.
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Hongkong 'General Uhamber of Commerce

~. Hongkong, Tth April: ;919.
Sn,-I have the han all' t 1 f "

le.tt.el.' received from Messrs. I)J~ -:r.~~~se or YO,~r Information copy of a
IllbttlOn of export of Salt t t C,) & Co. \\-Ith reference to the pro-

1>" . f pe re·o anton as from 1st M ' h 9 I
,[l e!'Imt for Importation at Canton si .," alC , 1 19, a so
endorsed by the British Consul General. gned by the Clnl Governor and

.Messrs. )[. lVlody & Co do a luI' b' .

i~~:oer~~Sa~~f~;dCt~~n~:)t~~ ~~:~ \:~:~ s11~~~a;~~~~t1~~ :b'~~ ~~~~~~~l:tl~'~a~~::
III question. 1e ana fides of the firm

l'orward Contracts }HlVP. been mad f th d .
Canton buyers and should th: . bear ,e clIvery of Saltpetrc ~,)
ton l~emain in force, this fi;n~~vj~rg~~~n exp~IT~ f,rom Hongkull?" to Ca~
thel'do~c be glad if His Excelkncy tbe o%c~:~~l~'jni~~~ri~~rr::lt~ee, WIll
mcnt WIll take steps tlO have th l' tl'i t' e 0' ern
exportations wbidl have the a;pr~~alc~;nI-~ ;;~o~'edCso far aas con('f'rns
have, etc., . . . s onsu leneral._I

E. A. M. WILLIAMS,
Secretary.

The Honourable
The Colonial Secretary.

Hongkong General Chamber of Commerce,

Hongkong, 28th April, 1919.

Sir,-I am directed by my Committee to acknowledge and to thank
you for your letter No. 3738!H:l16 of 26th ult., covering copy of a despatch
from the Secretary of State for the Colonies in answer to Government's
telegram of 12th December last on the s.ubjed of Ton for Ton Policy.-I
have, etc.,

PROHIBITION OF EXPORTATION OF SALTPETRE TO CANTON.

(Sd.) MILNER.

The Officcr Administering the Government of Hongkong.

Downing Street,
London) 23rd January, 1919.

Sir,---I have the honour t.o acknowledge the receipt of your telegram
of the 12th of December, embodying a message from the Hongkong
General Chamber of Commerce on the question of obtaining reparation
from the Central Powers for submarine outrages, and to ask you to be
so good as to inform the Chamber that their views on the subject urc
being submitted to the Economic Section of the British Delegation to
the Peace Uonference, and that the question of the confiscation of enemy
mercantile tonnage is under consideration, but that no fina,} decision hal:>
yet been rea.ched.

It will of course be reailsed that the immediate replacement of
the whole of the British shipping sunk by submarines is not possible.-I
have, etc.,

The Honourable
The Colonial Secretary.

PI
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Chamler of Ccmmel'cq.

Colonial Secretary's Office,

. Hongkong, 15th Ap t·iJ , 19J9.

!\.p "1 ~~r{--I ~m d~rected to acknowleJge the receipt of your letter of 'ith
~f ~Il't t 9, an Cto lllfonn you that a permit has been issued for the export

sa pe re to anton by Messrs. ~. Mody and Company._I am, etc.,
A. G. M. FLETCHER,

Colonial Secretary.
The Secretary,

H:mgkong General

Hongkong, 29th March, 1919.

Dear Sir,-We shall feel highly obliged if y-ou will be good enough
to give your kind consideration to the following matter which is com
mercially of great importance.

We were oontinually exporting SALTPETRE from Hongkong to
Canton [or the only use .of making F1ire Crackers. BUL from the end of
last month, the export of this article to Canton is· prohibited by the Hong
kong Government as it is used for Gunpowder also.



R 1

143

FOR BRADLEY & CO. LTD

JOHN A. P~UM~ER ,
Director.

Chamber of Commerce.
'fhe Secretary.

Hongkong General

Hongkong, 8th April, 1919..

SWATQW MILITARY BANK NOTES.

?ear Sir,-Referring to our 1 tt
h,erewlth for information of your C:m 6\0£ 28th March, we beg to enclose
~:g~ed by practically all the ForeiO'll ;~ tee .copy of a Public Notification
1 se f.-We arc, etc., p Inns In Swatow, which speaks for

N. MODY &: CO.
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The Secretary,
Hongkong General Chamber of Commerce.

I-hmgkong, 15th April, UllD.

Dear ~ir,----::Vith much pleasure we ?cg to inf.orm you that, through
,your very kmd efforts, we have succeeded in obtaining Permit from tht;.
Hon. Oolonial Secretary to export Saltpetre to Canton.

Please accept OUl' sincere thanks for the trouble you have taken to
pClsllade the" Government for the resumption of our business.-\Ve are,

.etc.,

. 8ir,-1 have the honour to I
~"tted to this Chamber hy MessrsP ~ce d~efore you conespondence snb-
u ~he Iecent robbery of 26 ea e ..Ja ey & ~o., Ltd., with Ieference.;:"Z; were being handled by ~:~S::l B;~df:n~l~ unsigned Bank Note,.

saka Shosen Kaisha. at Swatow. yo., Ltd., as Agents for

General Chamber of Commerce

Hongkong, 10th April, ~919.

as a warning.

Swatow 1 t A '1,s prI , 1919.

Asiatic Petroleum Co. J Ltd.
Bank of Taiwan Ltd
Bradley & Co. Ltd. .
British Arneric~n Tobacco Co, Ltd
Butterfield & Swire. ,.
W. G. Humphreys &. Co.
Ja.rdl~e:. Matheson & Co., Ltd.
Mltsm Bussan Kaisha, Ltd.
Alex. Ross & Co.
Standard Oil Co. of "ew Y k
Suzuki & Co. or .

Hongkortg

PUBLIC NOTICE.

~h.e lJndersigned Forei n B . .
th~t MIlItary Bank Notes are 1ik Iusmess .Hoilses haVIng reason to believe.
thIS market hereby give due no~i~et°tl~:tIssued a~d put into circulation in
afccepted by us under any considerat' ,~allle wII.l not be recognised or
o any a~connt. IOn" atever If tendered in payment

TIllS announcement is made in advance
Hongkong, 28th MarcIl, 1919.

Dear 8i1',-"Ve beg to enclose for information of the Chamber copy
of Correspondence recei\'cd from om Swatow Office relating to the forcible
seizure by Chan Kwing Ming of 26 ca.ses said to contain unsigned Bank
Notes, which were in our cnstody as agents for the Messrs The Osaka

Shosen Kaisha.
Apart from the indignity and insult .offered to our Mr. Robinson for

which we seek redress, you will fully realize what the flooding of Swato\,,'"
and surrounding districts with thousands of worthless Military notes wilT
mean to the tl'ade and commercial welfare of the Port.

Swatow has for months past been systematically pillaged by the
a.fch-robber Chan Kwing M<i.ng. who has even gone so far as to attempt to
extort money from European firms, and if this state of affairs is allowed
to contiune British firms and British trade will be made to suffer to an
extent which it is impossible to calculate, while life and property are

equally i'fl jeopardy.If y{)ur Committee can take any steps to strengthen the protest
which our Swatow office has already lodged with the British Consul in
Swatow, we shall feel much obliged.-We are, etc.,

The Secretary,
Hongkong General Chamber of Commerce.

ARMED HIGHW~H ROBBERY AT SWATOW.

FOR BRADLEY & CO.) LTD.,

JOHN A. PLUMMER,
Director.
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E. A. iVI. WILLIAMS,
Secretary.

The Honourable
The Colonial Secretary.

E. A. M. WILLIAMS,
Secretary.

The Honourable
The Oolonial Secretary.

From information received, it would appear that the Shanghai
British Ohamber of Oommerce, the Muni,cipal Oouncil and the Public
generally of Shanghai; have agreed that it would be desirable to intl'loduce
the Daylight Saving System in this Zone dUTing the summer months,
and have approached the Commissioner of Oustoms with a request that
the Custom's Ulock in Shanghai be put forward one hour, a,s from 1st May.

A telegram received in the Colony this morning states that the
Comm.-issioner of '.Customs has agreed and referred the matter to
Peking for authority Lo carry out the wishes of the Shanghai Oommunity.

Should the syst-em be introduced in Shanghai, my Committee is.
of opinion that similar stepS' should be taken in Hongkong, and would
be glad therefore, if you will he so good as to submit the proposal to
His Excellency the Officer Administering the Government so that the
Ohamber may know the Government's views on the subject as soon as
possrible.-I have, etc.,

H ongkong General Ohamber of Oommerce,

Hongkong, 8th April, 1919.
M. FLETOHER,

Coloulal Secretary,
A. G.

Cclonial Secretary's Office,
Hongkong, 14th April, 1919.

d e COUI' letter of the 10th A,pril
Sir -I am directed to, :1ck~owlc -: kNotes by Chan Kwing~mmg:

reporting'the seizu.re of certau~ cat,eds O~ltllaHn'is Britannic Majesty's ConsUl
I nmunlca·e WThis Government laS Cal 1 etc

d· the matter.- am, .,at Swato\\' regal' m~

. d' te v ry high handed action on
. The enclosures would seem to m. l~a e d Swatow and my Com-

the part of the Ohinese Military AutlJ~ntlesharhouHn. Excel1e~cy the Officer
h .'ate any actIon W Ie IS

mittee .wou~d mue appu~Cl '. ake towards representing. the mat
Admimstenng the Govel nr;n?nt m,lgl.ht t. t having such a dIsgraceful

h P k ' A thontIes WitI a VIew 0 . d I h •
tel' to tee mg : u . . 'I J. tl guilty parties pnmshe.~ a, c,
outrage thoroughly lllvesbgatcc an )e .

etc.,

The Secretary, b f Commerce.
Hongkong General Cham er 0 .

Dear Sir,-~For the information of your Chamber, I enclose here
with copy of a letter to the Government here with reference to
the introduction of the Daylight Saving System at Shanghai and Hong
kong, regarding which m.r Committee wiiI be glad to have your views.
Yours, etc.,

DAYLIGHT SAVl:\G.

The Secretary,
British Ohamber of Commerce,

Oanton.

E. A. M. WILLIAMS.

Secretary.

k G' eral Chambcl' of Commerce,
Hong'tmg en " 1919

Hcngkong, 8th Aplll, .

, -, notice the following-
I t "bnng to vou, d'S' I have the 10DaHl' ,0 f'~ 'Sp<>cial Extraor mary

'- If '--'. ., roposed to put be Ole a ~ tl instant:
ltesolution wInch It IS P f tl' Chan1ber on Tuesuay, 15 I tl t
General Meeting of ~tIe:m~~eS ~esi~~s of the merchants or Htongtron~xt~~t

"That I 1S _ r' ht Savi.ng System a 1e _
U th;s Colony adopt the Da~ l;g, fl 'lot'J Se')~embcl' nc-xt. a'1(1 tho t
(. of ·(.ne han": from 1st Ma;.' n:;X" Ijlll l't'll-' , reql1es t to introduce ,th. e

I Proudw.( W1 • ,~ , 'd" ,ht"the Government )e ap I" IT on'J. honr at 12 Inl u.g .
. . t bv w1tting f01'\varJ tIe (,OC .....,. sys em . .' ,;

" un ;;oth Apl'1l.

Hongkong General Chamber of Commerce,

Hongkong, lOth April, 1919.

Dear Sir,-T enclose a copy of a Resolution which it is proposed
to put before a Meeting of the Members of my Ohamber on 15th April.

My Oommittee would welcome an expresStl0n of opinion of your
Committee as to the advantages and -disadvantages of the proposed
soheme, and whether it would not be a greater advantage in the winter
months than in the summer months.

So far as my Committee is able· to judge, those who wish to w.ork,
those who do not wish to be bound by any particular time, will not
he prevented from working to any hour which suits them, whilst those
whose daily occupation is embraced between the hours of 9 to 5 wiII



E. M. GULL,
Secretary.

E. A. M. WILLIAMS,

Secretary.

of Commerce,
The Secretary,

Hongkong Genera! Chamber

The Honourable
The Colonial Sec,retary,

Hongkong.

Britiflh Chamber of Commerce

Shanghai, 10th September, ~919.

Dear Sir,-I am directed t . fall the Chambers of Co 010 orm.you that after consultation with·
Municipal C-ouncil it h:sm~rce ih;re; WIth the Consular Body and the·
September 30th ~hen the Ceen eCided to, revert to "old II time on
midnight.-you~'s, etc. ustoms clock wIll be put back one hour at:,

Hnngkong General Chambel' of Commerce

Hongkong, 13th May, ~919.

Sir,-I have the honour to acknowled e
and I am directed to state that C .g your letter of 9th instant
His Excellency the Offic",..·Ad . m

te
y . ommlttec will be pleased to meet

Ch b
"'-' mlOlS nng the G- .

. am er on Thursday, the 15th Instant at 1 ' uvernment III t?e Council
hIm ~he ;Iuestion of adopting the 130tl' .~ ..30 p.m., and to dISCUSS with
keepIng In Hongkong I h 1 men tan for the purpose of time-

.- ave, etc., .
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Colonial Secretary's Office

Hongkong, 9th May, ~919.

Sir,-vVith reference to your lett f h .
to state that His Excellency the Offic:

r
0 t.e .8th ~pl'll, I am directed.

has under consideration th t' / Adm.Ims~ermg the Government
purposes of time-keeping i e qHues Ikon .o adopting the l3oth. meridian for'

H
. . n oog oog.
IS Excellency will be lad t d'

of your Committee in the C~uoc.tC~scu~s the n;-atter with the members
12.30 p.m.-I am, etc., I am er on Thur.sday, 15th May, at.

A. G. M. FLETOHER,
Colonial Secretarv.

H 1

E. A. M. Williams Esq.,
Secretary,

Hongkong Cha~her of Commerce
Hongkong. '

IP LAN CHUEN.
Secretary.

The Secretary,
Hon,ll;kon~ General Chamber of Commerce,

Hongkong.

British Chamber of Commerce,
Canton, 15th April, 1919.

I

Dear Sir,-I beg to thank you for your letter of 8th inst. on the
subject of Daylight Saving which has been perused with interest by the
Domm.ittee of this CJ1ambel'. They are unaniml)usly of the opinion, how
,e.'Wer, that such a Rystem would not be practicable or desirable in.Canton.
_Yours, etc.) .

G. H. BOWK·Eh.
Honorary Secretary.

The Secretary,
Hongkong General Chamber of Oommerce,

Hongkong.

E. A. M. WILLIAMS,
Secretary.

Dear Sir,-Your lettor of the lOth ApJ'i1 on the subject of the
adoption of the Day Light System in tbis Colony was considered by my

Executive Committee on the 12th April.
After having carefully considered the advantages and disadvantages

of .the proposed soheme, as well as the questlOn ~£ having it extended
to the winter months! or having it .adopted fClr the winter months instea.d
of the summer months, the;y twa.nimously decided to support the scheme
as embodied in the draft Resolution encloseu in your letter under

,acknowledgment.-I am, etc.,

S 1

Chinese General Ohamber of Commerce,
Hongkong, 14th Aprll, 1919.
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The Secretary,
CIu~neBe Chamber of Oommerce.

.have the advantage of a.n additional hour tor their own private pursuits.
My Committee would be greatly helped in assisting the Members

-of this Chamber to come to· a conclusion by having before them any
objections which can be advanced against the scheme from the point
<If view of the Chinese members of the Community.

An early reply will be apprecia~ed:-Yours,etc.,



A. G. M. FLETCHER,

Colonial Secmtary.
The Secretary,

Hongkong General Chamber of Oommerce.

Sil',-l am directed to forwaI'd for the consideration of your Cllam
bel' the enclosed copy of a report by the Government Analyst regarding
the sampling done in hia Department.

It is suggested that the Hongkong and Kowloon Wharf and Godown
Company or the China Provident Oompany might be asked to provide the
necessary godown space, as proposed by the Analyst, and the goods would
be treated in bond in the same way as Iiquor and tobacco are treated.
[f it could be arranged that the shipping should be done by the Godown
Company concerned, wiring and scaling would perhaps be unnecessar,Y.
This arrangement should not prevent the analysis of goods stored else
where. The certificates in such cases could be marked" Provisional not
to be used for exported goods" or somB' such cautionary phrase,

I shall be glad to learn the opinion of your Ohamber regarding this
·pl'oposal.-I am, etc.,
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Colonial Secretary's Office,

Hongkong, 19th March, 19] 9.

Principal Civil Medical DiEcel'.

The present mE'thod of sampling is very unsatisfactory for two 'rea
sons: first (A) on account of the unsuitable accommodation in the places
where the sampling is performed and second (B) for the fact that the
goods after sampling are not protected aga,inst tampering.

(A) The sampling takes place in small Chinese ·shops in which the
matel'ial is closely stacked in several layers against the walls. The Sam
pler is hindered from the effective accomplishment of his duties by the
impossibility of shifting the goods. So that he has to take samples from
the bags (in case' of ores) or vats (in case of oil) more at hand, and leave
untouched the goods which are in remote parts, of the stacks.

A representative sample cannot be obtained in this way, and the
fraudulent dealer has the possibility of collecting in the more accessible
places goods Df much better quality than tne rest of the shipment.

(B) After sampling the mateTials are left in the hands of the dealer,
while the analysis is accomplished in this Laboratory. During this time
(sometimes a week) the dealer can at his leisure change partially or totally
the quality of his goods. It has sometimes happened that goods which
were found unsatisfactol'Y at the first analysis could be passed on the
results of the second sampling and analysis undertaken at the expenses
of the dealer.

SAMPLING GODOWNS.

The

The Secretary, e
Hongkong General Chamber of Commerc ,

London Chamber of Commerce, Inc.,

London, E.C. 4, 31st January, 1919.

d . t of ,your cablegram asDear 8i1',-1 write to acknowle ge reCClp .

follows:- k Government's representatIOns
"Please support Hong on~ ~ C Jorries mging early retlirH

if telegraphically despatched Secre a:y 0 II

. F E t rn commercIa.! men. t" from serVIce ar as e . d nee with you)' reques
d' t ly took steps In aceor a . .

and to say that we imme Ia eo , t t of OVRrseas Trade actmg m
o.nd are now informed that the Dep~r men

k
· er'y effort for the release

• C 1 . 1 Office IS rna mg ev . t
co-operation with the 0 oma . I F East The Department pom
of all commercial men reside~t In 'fit ,ed . adr. 'dua'lly it is impractieable to

I t b Identl e III IVI , . I erthat as every man las 0 edt" You will appreCIate, IOwev ,
comply with a g~nera~ reC?IDmen ea IOn. .. . .
that what is pOSSIble, IS bemg don t' ,t has been in communIcatIOn witn

I understa~d. tha~ ~h: De~a~cI~:~ cases.-Yours, etc.,
the China ASSOCiatIOn Ie a Ive . .

H S E MUSGRAVE,o A. '.
Secretary,

RETURN '1'0 THE OOLONY OF LOOAL VOLUNTEERS.

The Secretary,
British Chamber of Commerce,

Shanghai.

148
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Hongkong Gene.ral Cha..mber of Commerce,
Hongkong, 18th October, 1919.

for OUI' letter of 10th ult.
Dear 8i1',-1 am directed. to th?,nk YO~in J~hemc adopted by t,he

advising that on 1st October ~he ~tYh~l~~:l' rri~nths will be abandoned'
Authorities ~,t your Portlddtrl~gt~:;l:ce.-Yours, etc.,
and a reverSIOn to the 0 Ime

E. A. M. WILLIA,lS,
Secretary.
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CIRCULAR NO. 36.

Association of Exporter.s & Dealers of HOllgkong.

By Order,

E. A. M. WILLIAMS,

Secretary.
Hongkong, 3rd April, 1919.

At the Annual General Meeting of Members of this Associa
tion held <on 26th March, the following letter and enclosures from the
Chamber of Commerce was read by the Chairman, and it was decided that
the correspondence s.hould be oirculated to all Members of the Assooiation
for an expression of their views.

Members are particularly requested to state whether or not they
are in favour of a public god{)wn for the purpose of Government sampling
anll analysing, and should the se-heme find fav0ur, the Oommlttee will be
most pleased to give careful consideration to any suggestions that may be
forthcoming.

Members are requested to communicate, with me before the 30th iust,

Sil',-'VVith reference to your letter No. 3139/1914 of 19th March
addressed to the Hongkong General Chamber ·of Commerce and enclosing
a report by the Government Analyst dealing with the question of
establishing a Public Godown for the purpose,'of sampling and analysing
exports from this Colony, and which ,subject was referred by the Chamber
to this Association, I have now the honour to a,dvis:J you of the action
taken by t,his Associa.tiron in the matter.

The subject is one which has engaged {,he attention of my Com
mittee for the past three years, and at the Annual G-enei'ill Meeting held
on 26th March last, the matter was aga.in brought to the notice of Mem
bers, while a Circular, copy of which I enclose, was issued upon thE;
receipt of your letter.

The concensus of opinion does not favour the establishment of such
a Godown which, although most desirable, is not considered practicable,
and in support of bhis view, I gttuC'h for the information of rlis Excellency
the Officer Administering tne Government 'extracts from two of the
replies.

A copy of this reply has. been sent to the Hongkong General Chnm
bel' of Commerce.-I have, etc.,

Association of Exporters & Dealers of Hongkong,

Hongkong, 22nd May, 1919.

The Honourable
The Colonial Secretary.

E. A. M. WILLIAMS,
Secretary.

E. A. M. WILLIA~,S,

Secretary.

The Secretary,
Hongkong General Chamber of Commeree,

Hongkong.

The Secretary,
Association of Exporters and Dealers of Hongkong.

Association of Exporters & Dealers of Hongkong..
Hongkong, 22nd :May, 1919.

Dear Sir,-\Vith reference to yom letter and en~losures of 20th
March dealing with the question of a Public Godown for the purp?se
of sampling and analysing exports, I have now pleasure. III atta.ch~ng
[or your information, a copy of. a letter addressed by thIS ASSociatIOu
to the Hongkong Goyermnent WIth enclosmcs.-y,ours, etc.,

Hongkong Genera.} Chamber of Commerce,
Hongkong, 20th March, 1919.

Dear Sir,--I am (lirected by my CommiUee to enclo~~ for you~
information copy of a letter received from the Government WIth a report

( , , .' I I t' r Governmenby the Government Analyst dealIng Wlt 1 t le ques'IOn 0

analysi8 of exports. .
As this is a, matter which comes morc dir~ctly u~dE"l' yO,ur provInce,

I shall be glad if yOUI' Committee will commulllcate dueat w:th the Gov
ernment on this subject.-Yours, et.c., '

E. A. M. WILLIAMS,
Secretary.

The remedies suggested are :-
A. The Government ought to provide a godown of ample area to

which the goods could be taken a-nd spread out on the floor for a complete
examination and sampling. d .

B. Pending the Analyst's certificate the goods ought to be store l,n

this godown under the supervision of the Laboratory Staff, and .befOlc
being shipped every case or barrel ought to be wired and sealed wIth the

Government Seal. 1
To allow a suitable and durable wiring the cases and ~arrels aug It

to be provided with grooves to protect the wire from tampermg and f~om
brea.kage. No loose material or bags ought to be accepted for samphng.
This scheme does not apply to Tin and Essential Oils.. These on account
of the high value arc shipped in small amounts, :V~lch can. be sa~pled
and sealed in satisfactury manner under the superVlswn of thIS staff.

(Sgd.) O. F. LUBATTI,
for Government Analyst.

19.2.1919.
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EXTRACT (1). from letter of Messrs. Wing Cheong & Co. dated 23/4/1!}
In response to tdle invitation contained in the above Oircular Wtj

beg to state that, although it would be very desirable, in our opinion, it.
would not be practicable to sample and analyse produce in a Public'
Godown for the following reasons:_

In the case of Wood Oil and Lard, for insta.nce, the goods
would have to be removed from sellers' godown to the Public'
Godown, and, in the event of their not being found to satisfy
standard requirements, the sellers would have to retransfer them
to their own godowns to recondition them. This would involve
extra expense for coolie hire as well as double handling which w-Ould.
result in breakages. These commodities are dealt with in such
large quantities that these objections would prove a serious obstacle
to the proposed establishment of a Pub-lie Godown.

(Sgd.) O. F. LUBATTI,

for Government Analyst.
Hongkong 19th February, 1919.

(A.) The sampling takes place in small Ohinese shops in which the
material is closely stacked in several layers against the walls. The Sam
pler is hindered from the effective accomplishment of his duties by the
impossibility of shifting the goods. So that he has to take samples from.
the bags (in case of ores) or vats (in case of oil) more at hand, and leavfr
untouched the goods which are in remote parts of the stacks.

A representative sample cannot be obtained in this way, and the'
fraudulent dealer ha-s the possibility of collecting in the more accessible
places goods of much better quality than the rest of the shipment.

(B.) After sampling the materials are left in the hands of the
dealer, while the analysis is accomplished in this Laboratory. During'
this time (sometimes a week) the dealer can at his leisure change partially
or totally the quality of his goods. It has sometimes happened that goods
which were found unsatisfactory at the first analysis could be passed on
the results of the second sampling and analysis undertaken at the
expenses of the dealer.

The remedies suggested are:-
A. The Government ought to provide a godown of ample area to.

which the goods could be taken and spread out on the floor for a complete·
examination and sampling.

B. Pending the Analyst's certificate the goods o.u.ght to be stored
in this godown under the supervision of the Laboratory Staff, and before'
being shipped every case or barrel ought to be wired and sealed with the
Government Seal.

To allow a suitable and durable wiring the cases and barrels ought
to be provided with grooves to pr,otect the wire from tamp-ering and from:
breakage. No loose material or bags ought to be accepted for sampling.
This soheme does not apply to Tin and Essential Oils. Theee on 3Jccount
of the high value are shipped in small ·amounts, which can be sampled.
and sealed in satisfactory manner under the supe.rvision of this staff.

GOVERNMENT ANALYST'S REPORT.

Principal Civil Medical Officer, _ r . very unsatisfactory for two
The present method of sam

th
mg 1s'table accommodation in the

reasons: fil'st (A-) on <~cco~mt off e dunsnu~ second (B) for the fact that
h tl mphng IS per o,rme a .

places were ·1e sa . - t rotected against tamperIng.
the I}.;oods after sampltng are no P

The Secretary,
Hongkong General Chamber of Commerce.

E. A. M. WILLIAMS,
Secretary.

A. G. M. FLETCHER,
Colonial Secretary.

Hongkong, 19th March, 19l9.

. ·d . f Cham-
S' I am directed to forward for the conSI eratIOn 0 your d'

her thelr~nclo~ed copy of a report by the Government Analyst regal' lDg

the sampling done in his Dep~tme~t. d Kowloon Wharf and Godown
It is suggeste~ that th~ ong onga:

n
mi ht be asked to provide the

Company or the OhIna ProvIdent Com: t~ Agalyst and the goods would
necessary godown space, as proposed r e annd tobacco are treated. ] f
be treated in bond In the same wa! a~ Iqu~r Id b done by the Godo,vn
it could be arranged t1.1~t the ~h~~;.~?; sW~~ld p~rhaps be unnecessary.
Company concerned, WlllDg an t t~ nalysis of goods stored else
rrhis al'1'angement shoul~ not preven elda b k d "Provisional not

.fi t ch cases cou e ma,r e
where. The certl. ca es In SU n. such cautionary phrase.
to be used for exported goods 01. s.ome i. your Chambp.r regarding this

I shall be glad to learn the OpInIOn ,0 J

proposa1.-1 am, etc.,

The Secretary,
Association of Exporters and Dealers of Hongkong.

Hongkong General Chamber of Commerce,
Hongkong, 20th March, 1919.

Deal' Sir,-I am directed by ~y Committee to enclo~e for y,Qur in
formation, copy of a letter received from the G~vernmentwIth a, repof1t h{
the Government Analyst dealing with the questIOn of Government ana ys B

of exports. . d· tl d u province
As this is a matter which comes more nec y un er yo r ,

, ·Jl· t d· ct with the Govern-I shall be glad if your Committee WI COIDffiumca eIre
ment on this subject.-YoU\'s, etc.,



•

154
U 1

155
U 1

UMNEY,

Editor.

JOHN O.

of Commerce.
The Secretary,

Hongkong General Ohamber

Hongkong General Chamber of Commerce,
Hongkong, 8th September, 1919.

Dear Sir,-I attach for . f . .
of a letter from Mr A C F y~~~ III o.rmat~on and consideration copv
of a Sampling Godo'wn: . ran In, F.I.C. WIth reference to the s~bject

. My Committee will be glad to have in
garding Mr. Franklin's scheme.-Yours etc due course your views re-, .,

The Secr~tary, A. O. FRANKLIN.

Hongkong General Ohamber of Oommerce.

lA, Percival Street

Hongkong, 2nd Septembe-r, '1919.

Sirt-With reference to our recent c . .
that I have oonsidered the question f t~nVersatIOn I beg to mform you
the land leased by me at th· dd fur er and that I haye spa.ce on

W h
IS a ress or the er t" f·C .. .

are ouse where goods could b.. . r d ec IOn 0 a onditIOnmg
shipped. e recen e , analysed and sealed and then

I am willing to proceed with th h
assured of some financial assistance a de sc erne at once provided I am
Commerce and of the principa' I n

t
of thIe support of the Chamber of'

expor ers.- am, etc.,

per cent only of the total amou t f ..
shipped with. the Government O:rti~ca~:~entIal OIls leaving Hongkong is

We understood that arrange t h d b
wo~ld be shipped under ce-rtifica:

en
a~d af t~en mhade that all such oil

eqmpped the Hongkong Laboratory'f th tUil'. er t at the Government.

W
.ll or a purpose
I you please look into thi n tte .

Anise Oil from Hongkong is caus~n lad' f, ~~ th~ export of adulterated
~ould not Government Control be m

g
Issatis act~on to London buyers.

In question might be allowed to b ~~e m;re stnngent so that the oils,
bonded wallehouse ~-Your t e s Ippe only after examination in a-

s, e c.,

E. A. M. WILLIAMS,

The Secretary, • Secretary.

Association of Exporters & Dealers of
Hongkong.

Dear Sir,-It has been reported to u,s by the Acting Government
Analyst '0-£ Hongkong in a letter of May 9 last, that the export of Ani~e
Oil and Cassia Oil is not under Government Control, and that about 10

As regards sampling (as distinct from analysis) of ores, even
if a Public Godown. be provided [or the purp.ose, we are credibly
informed that the Government Analyst does not possess the pwper
facilities to sample ores as they should be sampled.

The mere fact of having such a Public Godown might induce
sellers. to exercise more care in the first instance to obviate the
possible incurrence of extra coolie hire and double handling in
retransferring rejected parcels to their own godowns. But we are
not. sanguine that it W\O'UJd have such a desirable effect.

Inasmuch as the above three items would form the bulk of
the pr.oduce requiring such circumspect tr,eatment, we are of the
opinion that the advantages arising out of" the adoption of such a
system would be out-\veighed by tne disadvantages. 'Moreover,
unless buyers abroad would be prepared to accept such sampling
andlor analysis regarding quality, etc., as final, it would, we think,

be a waste of time and money.

EXTRAC1' (2). from letter of Messrs. Harry Wicking &. 00. dated 17.'4119.
Referring to your Circular No. 36, -our opinion is that a godown is

Dot necessary for ,the following reasons:-
a. The principal lines exported frDm here are Tin, Wdfram,

Antimony, Molybdenum, Essential Oil, Wood Oil and Lard only.
b. Tin a.nd Essential Oil do not come under the proposed Godown

Scheme.
D. Wood Oil the bulk of the business is done in Ha_nkow/Shanghai.

During the \Var, owing to tonnage difficulties, in Sha.nghai
freight space was far more difficult to obtain, hence the big
demand for \Vuchow Oil which -is exported from Hongkong. As
the tonnage question is now ahout norma.!, Shanghai will again
enj oy her full share of the business and Hongkong share will
not therefore be sufficiently great that would warrant a special
godown for the purpose of accurate analysis.

d. Lard, shipments to S. America as far as we know, the Analysis
Certificate is not demanded by buyers. As regards shipments
to United K,ingdom and Continent it is clearly a War Business
and it may continue only for a little time more, until U.S. arc
again -able to meet fully the demands for consumption there as

before.
t. Wolfram, Antimony and Molybdenum, these are practically con~

fined to a couple of. firms here specialized in the lines and it
rests on them, whether or not to have a godown for the purpose
of Analysis and to bea,r themselves the cost of its upkeep.

Perfumery and Essential Oil Record,
London, W.O., 5th July, 1919.
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H.ongkong General Chamber of Commerce,
Hongkong 13th September, 1919.

Dear Sir,-Your letter of 5th July on the subject of analysis of Anise
Oil and Cassia Oil h~s duly been laid before my Committee.

The export of these oils has never been under the control of Gov·
ernment, except in the sense of prevention of trading with the enemy,
and the question of analysis is entirely one for buyers who should, and
in many cases do, stipulate for a qualified Analyst's Ceortificate which,

when required, is always supplied.
The question of a conditioning warehouse into which such oils should

be turned, analysed and sealed before shipment, the later taking place
direct from the warehouse, has, and is still occupying the attention of
this Chamber, and J shall be pleased to keep you posted regarding develop
ments in this connection.-Yours, etc.,

E. A. M. WILLIAMS,
Secretary.

The Editor,
Perfumery and Essential Oil Record,

8, Serle Street,

London, W.C.

Btritish Chamber of Commerce,

Cantonl 23.rd June,. 1919.

Dear Sirs,-My Committee has been approached by Messrs. T. E.
Griffith Limited with regard to the matter of Tests by the Hongkong
Uovernment Laboratory.

It appears that the above member of our Chamber made a shipment
of Aniseed Oil on the 14th November 19]3, and the Hongkong Govern
ment Analyst examined samples and found the Oil in every way satisfa~
tory, and the goods were shipped on the strength of the Ana.lytical report.

On ,arrival in London, the Oil was again tested with the result that
out of 20 cases, 8 cases were found to be pure Aniseed Oil and 12 were
not genuine Oil, the test being conducted by Messrs. Sala:non and Seaber

(repOirt herewith).
Messrs. T. E. Griffith Limited inform us that they have written to

the Government Analyst and complained about the discrepency.
I enclose copy of the reply from the Government Analyst (also copy

of Analytical ~report) fwm which it would seem that tests are conducted
in Hongkong in a manner different to the \ests in London, also, that the
Analytical Department is not able to examine separately all the cases of

a shipment.

U 1

.~hilst fully appreciating the difficulties, with a moderate staff of
e:am~mng the contents of every case, it would seem to be in the inte;est
(),. shlpper~ that the tests made by the Government Analyst should b
conducted ,m such a manner as to satisfy the requirements of the Londo~
~arket, wnere the tests appear to be of a highea- figure for refractive
mdex.
. .My Oommittee do not know if you are able to interest yourselves
[I'. thIS mattetr~ ~ut they would appreciate any steps you can take to
~emedy the eXIstmg conditions, \vhleh do not appeal' to be who]]y sati 
factory. S

~:nclosing correspondence which kindly return in due course and
thankmg you in anticipation.-I am, etc.,

H. S. SMITH,
£0\' Secretary.

The Committee,

Hongkong General Chamber of Commerce.

Britrsh Chambpl' of CO':nrnerce,

Canton, 22nd July, ]919.

ANISEED OIL.

d Dear Sir,-Referring to our Jetter or the 23rd June re a shipment
~a e to London ~n the 14th November 1918 by Messrs. T. E. Griffith Ltd

should. be glad If you would kindly Jet me have a reply as early a' .
tnble.-I am, etc., s pos-

,T. S. MATHESON,
Secretary.

The Secretary,

Hongkong General Chamber of Commerce.

Hongkong General Chamber of Commerce,
Hongkong, 30th July, 1919.

231'd J~::~ Sirl-I regret I have not before answered your letter of the

.atte '~he questio~ of ~he better examination of Exports has engaged the
Ex ntlOn of my CommIttee ~nd also the Committee of the Association of
tTl porters to whom I was ~lrected to refer a suggestion by the Govern-

ent Analyst for the e~tabhshment of a public godown.
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The Merchants' Association of New York.

S. C. MEAD,

A. R. LOWE, Secretary.

Acting Secretary,
Hongkong General Chamber of Commerce.

WILLIAMS,
Secretary,

York,

Ho·ngkong 'J-eneral Chamber of Commerce

Hongkong, 17th June:'1919.

Dear Sir,-I have {rn' ack ' -I d .
March, and as requested bI' ~t" Ie gment y.our cIl'cular letter of 17th
of,.. reproductbn of th'e l'e~~r I~Ih:Y J1~S beben gI:en to contents by mean ...
in this Colony.-Your t'" V Ie 1 las een CIrculated to all merchani.r~

s, e c.,

" 1

Th.e supreme positi,on which N~'~ Y k C' .
to AmerIcan trade is well kn _ lor, Ity occupIes as the gateway
and leaving the United S't~~~' a m~st one-half of. all the goods entering
chants' Association of New Y k 'pa:~lllg through Its harbor. The Mer
to aid such trade and it ff OrtIS e~efol'e most advantageously located

o ers I ,s serVICes to any of b
any responsible firm in our 10 r .. your mem ers, or to
country. This Associatkn h ca lty, WblshIn~ to buy or sell goods in our
prominent merchants and rnaas fa ill

t
em ershlP. of over 5700 of the most

I
nu ac urers of all class f d

pays a permanent staff of se t es a goo s. It em
ail their time to fosteri 'thvenfy-s~ven persons, eleven of whom devote

. . ng .e orelgn trade of th U't d S
aSslstmg foreign firms to get' t h _ e m e tates and
h

. . III ouc WIth American h .
tell' hne of commodities ouses mterested in

We furnish lists of' houses in th U' d
quirers who write us- "e d' '. e mte' States. to responsible in-
detail the commodities tog~r ~ng theIr plans and deSIres. describing in
fer to deal with manufa.ctue oughht 011' sold, and state whether thev pre-

\v
reI'S W 0 esale"R or co '. ] ,

. e will gladly furnish this '. t ~, mmlSSlOn lOuses. etc.
. serVIce 0 your m<>mber' db' Im your country. '-' s an USlness 10uses

Our serVIces are imparti I t b' ]..
charge is made to any pe' a

f
, no emg. mllted to our members. No

. Ison or an" aSSI t .
bem.g supported by its annual dues. Ou', s ~nce gIven, .the As.sociation
foreIgn business of the Un'ted St t I reward comes lU the Increased

Pl' I aes.
ease gIve whateyer publicity of these fact.s yOll .,able. Ueelli to be desir-

With cordial thanks and renew d
cooperate successfully with yo d e ~ssUl'ances of our desire to

u an y-Our members, we are ~Yours etc, ,.J

The Secretary,
The Merchants' Association of New

233 Broadway,
W{wlworth Building,

New York.

E. A. M.

The Merchants' Association of New York,
New York, 17th March, 1919.

1] 1

GenUemen,-The Merchant's Association of New York, which is the
larges~ and most prominent general commercial organization in the
United States. desires to offer its full cooperation to your association in
reinstating and enlarging trade between the United States and China.

The Government of the United States is fast r,emoving the tempor
ary obstacles to international business which were necessary during the
war. This action. together with the incrp,asing number of vessels availablp
for commercial cargoes, the declining freight rates. the rapid abrogation
of restrictions and needs which diverted raw materials from their normal
~md pre-war channels and uses, all forecast a vigorous resumption of
normal trade. Houses in the United States are again anxious to purchase
and sell merchandise abroad and the falling of prices to a firm basis daily
encourages such business.

ENCLB.-CircuJar No. 36 of tbe Association of Exporters.
2 opinions with reference to the proposed godown.
Government Ana.lYRt's letter to Messrs. T. E. Griffit:1, Ltd.
Government Analyst's triplicate certificate.
Report by Messrs. Salaman & Seaber, London.

MERCHANTS ASSOCIATION OF NEW YORK.

E. A. M. WILLIAMS,
Secretary.

The ~ecretary,

Canton British Cllamber of Commerce.

The matter was referred to Members of the Association some of
whose opinions I enclose. It will be observed that while the pros were
in favour of such a godown merely as a good idea., the cons gave well
considered reasons against, which my Committee could not ignore.

They were forwarded to Government and apparently the matter
was dropped.

1£ upon reading the objections raised by members of the Associa
tion you can suggest g;ronnds upon which the matter should be re-opened
my Committee iSI quite prepared to reconsider their attitude in this
mattel'.-Yours, etc.,



E. A. M. WILLIAMS,
Secretary.

Messrs. Cooper & Co
Hongkong. .,

TELEGRAPHIC CHARGES.

H\Qngkong General Chamber of C..'ommerce

D . Hongkong, 4th September, ~919.
ear Slr,-Your letter f h .

conrespondence between you' 0 ~6t 1 ult. covenng Bill of Lading and
on the subject of a claim fo~ ~~ se yes and the Nippon Yusen Kaisha'
been duly considered b C a?1age to Cmrgo by Fresh Water" h

I. Y my ommIttee a,s.

. am dIrected to inform .you th t h .
questIon which in the opinion of mat e s~bJect matter involves a large.
appeal to law or arbitration. Y OommIttee ca-n only be decided by

Should you so d . 't h .will be most happy t eSlre I t e ArbItration Committee of the Chamber
a SeTve you.-I am, etc.,

WI

The Secretary, COOPER & CO.

Hongkong General Ch,amber of Commerce.

Dear Si",-In reply to 0 I t Hongkong, 26th August, 1919.
h d' Y ur e ter of 22 d· t
han lng you herewith Bill of Lading d h n IllS. we have pleasure in.

as passed between us and the Steamst:l ~ e whole correspondence that
p ompany.-Yours, etc.,

161

Hongkong, 16th September 1919
D S' ' .

ear 11',-1 enclose herewith f
the Eastern Extension Australasia C~p~,~ m~morandum received fnom
On receipt of this I called th' an nma elegraph Company, Ltd.
asked him if it was neces e manager of the telegraph company and
ed me that th d sary to pa.y for the word II Urgent." He' f

,e wor, Urgent would be ch ' III orm-
sent" Urgent" take p d - arged for. As you know cables
. . rece ence of oth hI
s:-nder paying three times the ordinar er ca es ~n the condition of the
hIgh charge. On top ()f this thi c bl y rate. Thl·S makes an extremely
pa.y for a wordl to indicat t' th ~ a e company demands that we &hould
passes, that this is urgen~. 0 elf operators, through whom this messageMess.rs. Cooper & Co:,

Hongkong.

E. A. M. WILLIAMS,
Secretary.

Dear Sirs,-Your letter of. 14th instant with reference to your claim
from Steamship Company for full value of cargo damaged by fresh water,

has duly been laid before my Committee.
I am directed to request that you will be good enough to submit

your Bill of Lading and the whole correspondence on the subject to the
Chamber for examination, after which it may be possible to express an.

opinion.-Youl's, etc.,

I{,ongkong General Chambel' of Commerce,
Hongkong, 22nd August, 1919.

COOPER & CO.

CLAIM FOR 'DAMAGE BY FRESH WATER.

The Secretary,
Hongkong General Chamber of Commerce.

Dear 8i1',-ln 1918 we had a shipment of Laces from our London.
Agents pel'S. S. "Kaga Maru. n The shipment arrived here in a per·
fectly damaged and unmerchantable condition the damage being caused
by fresh water for which when we presented -our claim to the Steamship
Co. J for the full value of the cargo they expressed their willingness ttl
ITleet it only in part, alleging that the case containing the goods was not
tin lined and advalorem freight was not paid thereon. A lot of COl'l'es

spondence was exchanged and finally the Steamship Co., agreed to pay
only £7o/~ in full satisfaction of our claim, which a.ccording to the invoice
\-aIue of the goods amounted to £127 3s. 3d. They further insisted upon
the whole case of goods being handed over to the'm against payment of
the agreed amount. To this we object, on the ground that they are pay'
ing u~ for the assessed damage to the goods, and are not buying back the
goods, which we ha"ve already paid for in f.ull.

The above facts we place with you \vith the object of having your
opinion on the mattel" as to whether uhe Steamship Co" is justified in
l'educing the amount of our claim it·om £]27 3s. 3d. to £701- and in the
event aLum finally agreeing to accept the £70/- offered by them, whether
they are right in claiming that the case of goods should be handed to

them.-Yours, etc.,

160

Hougkong
l

14th August, 1919.



WILLIAMS,
Secretary.

A. G. M. FLETCHER
Colonial Sec~etary.

General Chamber of Commerce.

E. A. M.

Messrs. The NO'rthwest Trading C
H

0., Ltd.,
ongkong.

The Secretary,
Hongkong
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The Telegraph Convention prov"d f~f telegram prefixed with the word ~'~r or tt~,e acceptance of this class
een charged f.or, and this has, ge-? whIch word has alwa &

all over the world with bdeen the ulllvC\I'sal custom of accePtan~e
St t f " we un erstand the t·a es 0 America, the Telegraph C l.. ex~p l'on of the United
take the responsibility of handli ~~~ames III whICh country decline to

It is believed that th, . ng "rgent Messages."
"Urgent." as there is fair t~r: \~ol~d~~;;~~: te~~,raph sign~l for the word
a~e reqmred for the transmission 0 . fre , bu.t as tIme and labour
Compames contend that the word: ~~:~1dPbvate SIgnals, the ~elegraph
reasonable.-Yours, etc., e charged for whIch seems

Colonial SeClretary's Office.

Hongkong, 29th Angust, 1919.

. Sir,-I am directed to forward f h . .
mlttee the enclosed copies of a I tt or/, e conslderatl'On of your Com-
question asked in Legislative Oou:ci~rb r: t~e GCornmodore and of a
answer thereto.-I am etc y r. . . Alabaster and the, "

(, Tama..r" at Hongkong,

Hongkong, 22nd August, 1919.

. Slir,-I have the honour to inform Y E 11 .
mght of 21st-22nd AuguEt I had no I t~ur fxce ency that during the
for the loan {)f a tug to d . tess an our separate applications

P t
ren er asSIS ance to craft' di t' .

a1' s of the harbour The r t' In s ress In various
Une f th R" app lea Ions were as under"

rom e ICe Commission in the name f th C i-.
One from the Oaptain Supe-rintendent of P~lice~ 0 omal Secretary.

gue from Messrs. Dodw~ll and Company
ne from Messrs. Grimble. .

TYPHOON SAFETY MEASURES.
P. P. Northwe3t Trading Co., Ltd.

E. G. DINGMAN.

(Incorporated in England).

The Eastern Extension Australasia & China Telegraph Co., Ltd.

In Urgent telegrams (at treble rates) the word URGENT should
appear as the first word of the address whether written elsewhere or not.

Your kind attention is drawn to thiR.

(Enc1osure~,

It does seem to me that triple rates ar,e quite a sufficient charge
for this service, and I submit that yOUIr Chamber' of Commerce should
take a stand a.gainst this additional charge, which appears to me to be
qUIte unjustifiable. It seems to me that the cable oompa..ny should find
it an easy matter by means of some signal or other to indicate the kind
of mes,sage that is being transmitted without imposing upon their clients

the necessity of paying for a word to do so.
This charge is pretty annoying because in the United States and

in Canada, countries of which the writer is familieur, the practice of
publlC corporatiolls giving preference to whoever will pay the highest.

rate is strictly prohibited.As y.ou know, however, merchants here are compelled to take G.d-
ya,ntage of their neighboUirs by sending messages at urgent rates \vhen
it is necess.\,ry to save time, but a. company of this sort should not be
permitted to allow their facilitie~ for transmitting messages to become
:so inefficient that their regular service is not sufficiently spee'..1y for all

purposes.I beg you to bring this matter before the proper committee of the
Chamber and see H this charge for this extra word cannot be eliminated.

-Yours, etc.,

The Secretary,
Hongkong General Chamber of Commerce,

X 1

~ongkong General Chamber of Commerce,
Hongkong, 1st October, 1919.

Dear Sirs,-Your letter of the 16th ult. with refe;rence to the
acceptance of and charge for urgent cablegrams by the Eastern Extensiou
Australasia and Ohina Telegraph 00., Ltd., has duly been laid before

my Committee.Much as my Committee might prefer the abolishment of (, Urgent
Messages" because of the unfair advantages conferred thereby on
capital, they are quite certain that any represeutations this Chamber.
may make to the Associated Telegraph Companies would meet with

little success.

162
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It has been suggested to me that the best way of avoiding
tnese extortionate charges is for the Government to ta.ke charge, and
employ suitable launches for towage work in the early stages of typhoons.
paying them some specific sum per hour. In view of Insurance risks,
which the Government should not undertake, it should not be a question
of "oommandeering," but only SUell launches as volunteer for the job
~hould be employed. I do not a.nticipate that there will be any difficulty
in getting sufficient volunteers, especially If they are given distinctly
to understand that launches towing" on their own" will not be allowed
tn charge higher fees than those laid down in Table E. The procedure
! suggest is this :-The volunteering launches to be permanently warned
to -assemble at some pre-arranged spot as soon a.f3 the No. 1 Typhoon
Signal is h Jisted, when each will be told off by an o~cer from this
Department for a celftain "beat" which it will' be her busmess to patrol
and tow thence all craft requiring it to shelter. They :tre to make no

Hon. Colonial Se.cretary:

I see a sugg.estion in the local press which, though it is not
new (it has been mooted in years gone by), strikes me as most pertinent
and useful. The suggestion is that one or mO>re lifeboats be acquired
for service in the Harbour during typhoons for life-saving purposes.

2. There can be no doubt that every typho.on which visits the Colony
{'xacts its toll of loss of life in the Harbour (though I think that the
numbers of the vic-tims are generally exaggerated), and thiB is largely
due to the fact· that there is no refuge to lee\vard. But even were there
such a refuge, there would still be the loss of life from belated native
craft consequent on swamping, capsizal, and c.oIlision.

3. A pulling or sailing lifeboat would be of little use, if a.ny. I
sugKest one, or more, on the lines of the new pattern motor lifeboat in
use au the coasts of the 'United Kingdom. rrhe first one of this design
was stationed at Harwick, and commenced work at that port in 1890.
In 1891 I had rna.ny oppo-rtunities of seeing her at work, and went fOir
several trips in her diu ring storms. She is propelled by steam, (later
models have a motor instead), and has no propeller or rudder, so that,
there is nothing to get foul of ropes or wreckage. The method of PI'O

puls~on is a powerful Qentrifugal pump, which draws water from the
Fea th\I'ough an intake in the keel, and discharges above water through
a system of curved pipes on either side, by means of which the boat
is not only ·steered but is propelled, attaining a speed of 13 knots. She
ie, of course, self-righting and self-clearing.

4. This first boat proved such a success tha.t the National Life
boat Institution have since built several others, which are operating
at various points on the British coast. To the best of mj.,' recollection,
she cost ahout £3,000, but this high price was due to her being largely
experimental. Later models cost considerably less.

5. It has occurred to me that at a "Cly small additional cost such
a boat could be fitted to work as an additional FiTe Float.

Harbonr Master, etc:
26th August, 1919.

His Excellency
The Officer Administering the Government,

Hongkong.

C G. A:LABASTER'S QUESTIO!~.ANSWER TO THE HONOURABLE MR. .

. . d t the Chamber of Commerce.
~'he question Will be refene .0 . . tion with the loss

.d d fo mer occaSIOns In connec
It. has been conSI ere. on r , 'Il t a rule risk their v,essels
of life in typhoons. Launch o\rners ;; ~o ;:ospect of substc.ntial re
at sea in typhoo~ v:eather un ess .WI ~ t: resort to any form of co.m
muneration; and It IS ha:rdly Ip~actlC:b; shelter the O'r,eater is the rIsk
pulsion as the longer a .~aunc 1 .IS ou ~eventu~n' toI:lenter the typhoon
to itself and the more dIfficult It finds It ,-dl fi'l~ng up The powerful
shelter ~vhich has in the meanti~e b::~e~3ii~ei;charge v~luable propelTty
tugs are owne~ by cron~~r~St~:~~~:sare necessary in typhoon weather.
fo·r the protectIon 0 w IC 1

Hongkong, 25th August, 1919.

Sir -1 beg to give notice of the following question for the next
meeting ~f the Legislative Coullcil :-1 am, etc.:

(Sd.) C. G. ALABASTER.

In order to lessen the loss of life in typhoons and to obviat~
ssible the explo,itation of poo,r sampan people ?y ex

as far as po '11 b Government arrange WIth the
cessive launch towage ch~rg~sl:~nch:s to render gratuitous towage
owners of powerful tugsdall

tl
ft in difficulties whenever the

se.rvice to sampan& an a ~er era. . 'l
black signals are hoisted durIng a flood tIde.

The Honourable
The Colonial Secretary.

At the present time I have only one vessel capable of pel'~r~
ing th~ duties of a tug and she is of low power and therefore not t 0

handle h~:~~ ves~:l(the "CHERUB 11) during typhoon weather must be
3. IS era . f H l\'I 8h' in distress. I con-

retained in the Yard ready to a~slst any 0 .... IpS he Hongkong and
.elude the; same condit~ons' PDert~m dore ort~es~~~~~:~stof these establish
Whampao and the Talkoo oc yar S, as e f . t nee
ments are hardly likely to deplete the~selves of all means 0 aSSIS a

to craft of theIr own or .in their immeldl~te ch~~:ehODour to suggest to
4 Undcr these cll'cumstances ave . -"1 bl for

YOUlf Excellency that it wou!d be advisa~le to ~a~:a~st~r a~~a~o:tseand
harbour work to reu]d'er. aSSlsltatn~\ ~heSyhl~:e ~~capable of helping them
sizes when the weat ler IS suc 1 a

selves.·-I have, etc., (Sd.) V. G. GURNER,

Commodore.



R A. M. WILLIAMS
Secr~t"ry.

Chamber of Commerce.

Colonial Secretary's Office,
Hongkong, 13th August, 1919.

. Sir,-I am directed to forward for the considera
tlO~ of the Hongkong General Ohamber of Commerce
copIes of two letters from the Honorary OrganiseI' of
the League of the ~mpil'e, as noted in the margin
. I shall be glad if these enclosures may be retu~'ned
In due course.-I am, etc.,

A. G. M. FLETCHER
Oolonial Sec~e~ary.

The Honourable
The Colonial Secretary.

Letter of 30.L19.
Letter of 28.2.19.

THE LEAGUE OF THE EMPIRE.

• 1·

COlon~\~St~:g~::~e1u:~;:j~i;her~~e~~n~ Harhour Master is to leave the
continuity. ,p a e successor be appomted to secure

As regards the nominati f tl t
ber, my Committee beg to pu~nf~rw~:d ;~ rep.resentatives of this Chan:-
and Mr. T. Arthur.-I have etc e names of Mr. O. H. P. Hay, .,

Enclosures retu.:ned.

Th~ Seoretary,
Hongkong General
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Hongkong General Chamber of Commerce
Hongkong, 8th September '1919.

Sir -I have the ho . t kId . 'S78/1919 ~f . ?our .0 ac nowe ge receIpt of your letter No.
bst from t1;th~lt. covermg cO~les of two letters of January and February
as request de I onoral'y Orgamser .of the League of· the Empi,re which

e, now return herewIth ' ,
t.he m~ t~m ?il'ected to st~te that m; .Oommittee is of the opinion that
it sho a er lS r.at~er outSIde th~ provlOce of thel Ohamber and su e:,t
fon u1d be subml~ted to the Dll'cctorr of Education for practical f,Ugg e3
. s towards securIng what is undoubtedly a worthy object.-I have,ge~c.,

K A M. WILLIAMS,

The Honourable Secretary.

The Coloniai Secretary.

The Honourable
The Colonial Secretary.

Y 1

K A. M. WILLIAMS,
Secretary.

Hongkong General Chamber of Commerce,
HOIJgkong, 5th December, W19.
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Sir,.,-Referring to our interview in the matter of the constitution
~~ a, Committee "to consider and report upon the question of making
provision for the protection of life and property in the Ha;rbour durin.~
typhoon weather," my Oommittee approve of the Government's suggestion
thRt the Committee should CODMst of the following:-

A Senior Officer of the Civil Service,
A Member of the Royal Navy,
The Harbour Master, .
2 Representatives of the Hongkong General Chamber of

Comme,rce, ,
.• nd prohably one Chinese.

Hongkong General Chamber of Commerce,
Hongkong, 13th September, 1919.

Sir,-I hav.e the honour to a,cknowledge "receipt of your Jetter No.
3646{1919 ot 29th ult. covering copies of a l,etter from the Co-:nmodorCl
and a question asked in Legislative Council by the Hon. ],'[1'. C. G
Alabas~er and the answer thereto on the subject of foreign assistance
to crafts in distress during typhoon weather.

My Committee is also in receipt of extracts of a letter from the
.Harbour Master to the Government containing certain sugg,estions as to
towage under typhoon conditions.

As these: are questions which require expert consideration, my
Committee would suggest that a Committee composed of: _.Messrs. C. H.
P. Hay, R. M. Dyer, and a representative from Messrs. Butterfield and
Swire and Messrs. Jwrdine, Matheson and Company, Ltd., be asked to
assist the Hon. Mr. A. G. M. Fletcher and the Naval and Harbour
Authorities in evolving some workable sehE-mei for the protection of life
and property in the Harbour, and for the regulation of a scale of cha,rges
for launch towage during the Typhoon Season.-I have, etc.,

charge, hut shaH make a list of the licence numbers of all v,essels towed.
The list~ to be handed in to this office subsequently, and fair towage
~harges, graduated according to the respective li0.ence fees and the dis
tance towed, will be collected from the vessels concerned, to .reimburse
the Government for the expense to which they have been put. The pay
ment to be made by the Government to the launches will, of cOU'rse, be
higher than those permitted in Table E.



STORM SIGNALS.

(Sd.) T. F. CLAXTON.

Meaning.

(Red) A typhoon exists which may possibly cause a gale at
Hongkong within 24 hours.

Gale expected from the North (N.W. to N.E.)

South (S.E. to S.W.)

East (N.E. to S.E.)

West (N.W.toS.W.)
Gale expected to increase.

Wind of typhoon· force expected (any direction).

Signal. Symbol.

1 •2 ....
3 ....
4 •5 •6 X
7 +

The Rev.
Father B. Gauthier, S. .T.

DAY SIGNALS.

Royal Observatory.

No. 283.-It is hereby notified that new Loca.l and Non~Local Storm
Signal Codes will he introduced at Hongkong on 1st July, 1917, in place
of the old Local Code, and the China Coast Oode.

The principal change in the Local Oode is that the new Signals
will show the direction ftWill which the gale is, expected, whereas the
old signals showed the position of the typhoon. The latter will be in
dicated, as heretofore, by the Non-Local Signals. The new Local Oode
is given below:_
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I hope that on your part you will have no objection to substituting
the velocity signa.} fo'r the radius signal

The notes on the two codes would have to be recast.
If you will meet me half way in this matter you will be conferring

a lasting benefit on the shipping and the meteorological services of the
Far East.

If you oonsider that further conversation is de:sirable, I should
be gla,d to discuss the matter with you and the Ooast Inspector either
at Shanghai or Hongkong.

I should also be glad to know if you consider the attached Local
code to be suitable for Sha.nghai It is the natural complement of the
Non-local Gode and ha·s been found very satisfactory in Hongkong.-Yours~
etc.>

A2

Signal No.7 will he accompanied by! three -explosive bombs, fired
at intervals of 10 seconds at the Water Police Station and repeated at
the Harbour Office.

'1'he signals will be lowered when it is considered that all danger is
over.

The Day Signals will be displayed at' the masthead of the storm
signal mast on Blackhead Hill, the Harbour Office, H.M S. (( Tamar;"
(J reen Island signal rna-st, the flagstaff on the premi.ses of the Hongkoag
and Kowloon Wharf and Godown Oompany at Kowloon, the flagstaff on
the premises of the Standard Oil Crnpany at Lai-chi-kok, and the flag~ta.Jf
near the Field Officer's Quarters at Lyemun.

4

2 p.m.
to-day.

9

2 p.m.
to-day·'

6 a,m.
to-day.

8

6 a.m.
to-day.

00

3

~u
1

~
6 a,m. 2 p.m.

yesterday. yesterday.

6 7

L V
6 a.m. 2 p.m.

yesterday. yesterday.

Intensity
unknown.

s~vere.

HiS

Royal Observatory,
Hongkong, 31st March, 19]9.

.. 1 been very generally ex-
Dear Father Gauthier,--The opmlOll ~as tl t it is desirable to

pressed both here in Hongkong, and e:lhs~w ere, la
'f t 'ill signal code for 0 mao . t

adopt a um (Jrm s 01 - . t t"l II attempts at comIng 0
You will remember that It was no un Id a

dl
k that this Observa-

J d f "I d nd matteTs were at ea DC , han agreement la at e a, _ H k code in the hope t at
tory felt obliged to a~opt ~he present d ODtg .~n;lso For reasons which
those who desired umfurmity w-ould\ a °fP 'm\ty w~s not reached, but in

to refer to sue 1 um 01 'h CJ'jl- is unnecessal'Y now d and that in use at t e una
' I dOff' nces between our eo e d

order that t 1e I ele t- I am willing to alter our' co e
Coast t;tations may no longer con lIlue,

as follows:- "NE" to "NE. orE.N,E. p

(1) Alter Direction signal No. 3 ~rom -'-.( s' 'IT "V' S 1'!{"_. f" V{ S W " to ( . . or '. . ~ .
and signal No.5 rom. .:. 1· T' hIe III thus;

(2) IncOIrpOl'ate an intenSity SIgna III ~ S· 'I
Table No. 3.-Time and Intenslty 19na s.

Lowest Symbol of Hoist.

2

The Secretary,
I Ch ber of Commerce.Hongkong GerJera am

Colonial Secretaris Office.
Hongkong, 9th May, 1919.

. d f rward fOT the consideration of your Cham-
Sir,-I am dlf~cte to 0 d d'ng the typhoon signals.

ber the enclosed COpIeS o~ correspon ence \regar 1

-I am, etc., A. G. M. FLETCHER,
Colonial Secretary.



SUPPLEMENTARY WARNINGS.

T. F. CLAXTON,
Director~

OBSERVATOIRE MAGNETIQUE, :M,ETEOROLOGI~UE ET SISMOLOGIQUE.

Zi-kar-wei Ie 28 Avril, 1919.'

Uher Monsieur Claxton,-Le courTier du 22 Avril m'apporte votre
lettre, datee du 31 Mars et expediee de Kowloon Ie 16 Avril. Je regrette
Ie retard qui semble mettre un rno: s de ddai a rna reponse, et je vais
m'efforcer de ne pas prolonger votre attente.

2. Vous entrevoyez, pour 131 Chambre de Commerce et Ie Gouvel'ne*
ment de Hongkong, la possibilite d'adrnettre certa,ines modifications dang.
Ie code de signaux de tempetes actuellement en usage aux sernaphorch
de la Colonie. Vous etes disposf'" me dites-vous, en vue du bien de la
Marine, a faire quelques eacrifice;s pour .realIser l'uniformite des signaux
desiree par tous.

3. Oe sera la, en .effet, un grand bienfait pOUT la navigation, et je
~er:ais tres heureux de pouvoir vous faciliter l'a~complissement de ce
projet. U'est meme da.ns ce but que nous n'avons pas hesite, vous Ie
savez, des 1913, a elabore-r nous-memes une convention semaphorique
supprimant totalement l'ancien "Code de Zikawei.l>

Malheureusement,-en depit de mon tres sincere desir de vous etre
agTeable,-je ne vois aucunement pour moi 131 possibilite de .souscrire b,

quelque modification' que ce soit dans le Code des signaux des Mel'S de
Chine.

4. Mais, independamment de mes vues person nelles, fondeef'l sur
Ie,.: necessites de nos cotes et sur leis exig.ences d'une oonvention de
caractere universel, je suis convainc~ que ni Ie Gouverne:!llent de l'Indo
Chine francaise, ni l'Administr.ation des Douanes Ohinoises n,'adrnet""
traient,-apres les decisions prises et les depenses faites. recemmen't, en
connaissance de cause,-que nous osions r-emettre iei en discussion la
chose jugee.

5. Les Marins, comme les Compagnies de Telegraphes, se disenti
fatigues des frequents changements autant que de I.a diversite des codes:
et on VOllS saura tres grand gre du sacrifice qu'e vous ferez pour adopt.er
purement et simplement une convention en vigueur sur la longue ligne
d\~ littoral comprise entre Saigon et New.chwang, tandis que tou't 1e
monde nous reprooherait severement des tergiversations inexpJicables.

6. En ce qui concerne vot.re question relative .aux signaux locaux;
je ne refuserais pas, a 1'0cc3ision, de .considerer en queUe facon nous
[.ourrions adapter votre code local a notre service. Veuillez seulement
'l'emttrquer qu'il n'est point en pl'ojet, pour Ie moment, de mettre en
vigueur ici un systeme de signaux locaux.

7. Nous avions tout un code de signaux locaux existant deja en
1908 et encore parrfaitement utilisa~le. L'Administration des Douanes,
experience faite, et sans critiquer Ie code en lui-m~me a juge prefer~ble

de ne pas multiplier les semaphores et sigrmux en ve.rtu de cette raIson
particulierement valable en Chine que Ie une faisaient tort aux ,autres et
que 1a multiplicite engendl'aits la confusion. Elle a done supprime les
signaux looaux. Une' tentative qui a de nouveau ete faite en 1916 a ete
abandonnee en 1917. ,.

8. U'est vous dire que,' ici eilcore, independamment de rna volonte,
je crois que de nouvelles modifications ne seraient pas accueillies favo~~

ablement par les autorites competentes.

A2
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Sau Ki'Van
Sai Kunz
Sha Tau Kok
Tai Po\

Gap Rock
Waglan
Stanley
Aberdeen

to notify the fact t? native CJlraf,~ a~d ~a:=~~o~ec:::e:::~:is,on demand,
Further detaIls can a waJ S e 0-

by signal from lighthouses. . f
. . at least 24 hours warnmg 0 a

The object of the code IS to gIVe h mea-n velocity by Dines
gale (Force 8 by Beaufort S~ale, ~r 4O-4\:P~h~~ges in the direction and
Anemometer) and also wa.r.mnghs 0 expeCt the une-ertain movements of
f f th wind Owmg owever 0 . 11
orce 0 e : '. a hic observations, it will occaSlOna Y

t;yphoons and .to msuffiClent teler ~is layed withoutt a gale occurring at
happen that sIgnals 2, to 5Rm~ b:t tt~e reverse is not likely to happ~n,
Hongkong, or even Gap oc, f . i the vicinity and travellmg

"th e of typhoons ormmg n . 't texcept m e cas f 1 ted typhoon increasmg 1 s ra e
ra,pidly towards Hongkong, or 0 a oca

(,f progression a-bnorma11y. " d t hto "Stand By" an wa c
Signal No. 1 is intend.e:d ~s a waruI:fter a black SIgnal has been

for the next signal. When It IS hOlst~d f changeJ in the track of the
displayed it will mean that, on MCoun 10

. a longer expected from the
t hOOll, or for some other reasoll ,. a ga ea~dn~hat another black signal
(iJ~ection indicated by the last SIgnal,
may possibly be hoisted later.
12th June, 1917.

" "h H b a Co:-m will be
When local signals are d~splayed m tear OWl' ~

exhibited at the following statHms:-

" d" I d t et on the to·wer of
The Night Signals WIll be lSP aye ,a suns 'h H b Office

. H M S "Tamar IJ and on tear our
the Railway StatIOn, on . ~ ., ..'. h d. ignals
"f! . t ff T' ey will have the same slgmficatlOll as t e ay s .

ags a. n . l' b robs as above, m
. S' 1 N 7 "'ill be accompamed by exp OSlve ? hI; h d
the eve~;n~f th~' inf~rmation conveyed by this signal hClDg first pu ..8 e

at night.
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NIGHT SIGNALS. (Lamps).

4 5 6 7
1 2 3

r-~ ~

~ ~ ~ GREEN RED
r-~

r-~ GREEN WHI1'E
WHITE WHITE GREEN

GREEN WHITE GREEN RED
WHITE GREEN WHITE GREEN GREEN RED
WHITE GREEN WHITE WHITN
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8th August, ]919.

Hou. Col. Sec.,
* .. * * ..

(
D t d As rel!Mds para=aph 4 f th ..

a e J1. 7.19.) Secretary Chamber °i CD 0 e letter from the
which tY~hoon war . 0 mbmerce, observations on

d
'1 nmgs are ased air . . d

al y. N<Jminally the th e receIve twice

b
. yare e 6 a mad 2

o servatlO'l1S from 40 stat' h' h"· n p.m.
9 d

Ions, W Ie should .
.a.m. an 5 p.m. respective]' . . arrIVe at

tIOns Me received from aboY ' but In I?raetlce, observa-
between 11 a.ill and 2 ut d

20 sta:tlOns at any time
and 8 p. m. . p. m. an agaIn between 5 p. m.

All available information r 'd· .
conveyed to the Public b th H egal mg typhoons IE
Local sto,rm signals Th t ongk~Ilg Non-Local and
position of the typh~on a: o~mer g~ve the estimated
the direction and velocit : S a~ed tIme, together with
the probable winds, whi~l°thffiOttIOn, and t.he latter give
Hongkong Wh . f . e yphoon WIll produce at
. I .' en In ormatIOn justifying h <

SIgna s IS received th . 1 a c ange of
Information broadcast:d ~~nat~' ar

C
e

chall!5ed ,. and the
sta,tion. y e ape d AgUIlar \VIT

If the Chamber of Commerce would b .
O~servato.ry prompt and l.eliabl 0 t~In for the
sUltable stations fou t" de observatIOns from

~oo glad to issu~ wir:les~m:t~r% \::~fn::~Uld ~e only

d
ay, and ISsue a bulletin three times a da our Imes ae . y as l'equest-

. If the present 6 a. Ill. and 2 b .
publIshed separately the secondP

.
m

. ~ se~vatlOns were
tin) would not be r~ad ber pubhcatlOll (or bulle-

. y .ore 8 p III as a rul d
sometimes a good deal la.ter. . . e, an

a buU;l:i: ~:::t;a:~oq~irprill.ting and distr~buting such
e aIrangement winch it

unnecessary to go into until ·t· k' seems
Chamber of Co . I 18 nown whether the

t b f
mmeree conSIder publication at thi h

o e 0 any use. sour

(Sd.) T. F. CLAXTON,
Director.

Hongkong General Chamber of Commerce

Hongkong, 8th September; '19]9.

. Sir,-I have the honour to kId .
2 In 10119/1906 on the subJ'ect £ Satac. nO\Sv.e ge receIpt of your letter No.

M C. 0 I'm Ignals
. y Qmmlttee note that owin t h .

being well advanced, it is no . ~ 0 t e fact or. the typhoon season
t~le Storm Signals and thatt i~oposed to .make any Immediate change in
Governor. ' e matter IS to be referred to H. E. the

A. G. M. FLETCHER,
Colonial Seoretary.

Votre tres humble scrviteur,
(Sd.) H. GAUTHIER,

Dire-otenr.

Colonial Secretary's Office,

Hongkong, 1st September, 1919.

Sir,-With ,reference to your letter of the llth/ July, 1919, I am
directed to state that, as the typhoon season is well advanced, it is not
proposed to make any immediate change in the Storm Signals. The
matter will be referred to the Governor.

I a.ttach a copy of a. report by the Director, Royai Observatory,
regarding the proposals in the fourth paragraph of your letter under

reply.-I 'aJh, ew.,
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'I'he Secretary,
Hongkong General Chamber of Commerce.

The Honourable
The Colonial Secretary.

H.ongkong General Chamber of Commerce,
Hongkong, 11th July, 1919.

Sir,-I have the honour to acknowledge receipt of your letter No.
10119/1906 of 9th May, with enclosures on the subj-ect of Storm Signals.

This vexed question was again fully conside,red at the last Monthly
Meeting of the Chamber, when it was ascertained that although much
might be said for the present system, China Coast Skippers, for the
sake of uniformity, were of opinion that Hongkong should adopt the
6ystem of warnings common to Shanghai, Haiphong and Manila.

My Commit'tee desire to express the opinion that in a case like this,
where the points of difference arc of minor importance when c,ompared
with the probable result <Jf unifol'\."'!lity, the Director of the Royal Obser
vatory, however strongly he may hold opinions to the contra.ry, should

faU into line with the majority.
In connection with this question of Storm Signals, considerable

inconvenience is experienced in having tQ visit the Observatory for re·
quisite information, and my Committee understand that Captains of
ocean-going steamers would much appreciate a service of wireless typhoon
warnings four times daily, and the issuance of the Observatory Bulletin
three times daily, with its immediate posting at the Harbour Ofl;ice,
instead of the present daily issue and posting. .

My Committee will be glad to learn that these suggested innova-
tions will Teceive the support of His ExceUency.-I have, etc.,

E. A. M. WILLIAMS,
Secretary.

Veuillez agreer, cher Monsieur Ie Directeur, l'expression des senti
ments de protond r.espond et de sincere devouement a.vec lesquels j'ai

l'honneur de demeurer.



A. G. M. FLETOHER,
Colonial Secretary.

The Honourable
Mr. S. H. Dodwel!.

PROPOSED ALTERATlON OF THE HOURS FOR

DROPPING THE THolE BALL.

~t is not clear why the saili~'lecessltate a time signal at 4 ng of vessels befol'e! 1 p.m. should

At Shanghai a ball i dr p. m. dat 9 p.m. s oppe at noon and electric lights are flashed

If an 8 am signal' --'
that hoUl'; but' it' should ~es:~~~~~~ desir~d,.th~ ball ean be dropped at
~I0r"k perfectly corrected as early ~I that It IS not po,."Ue to get the

€' ccts, which of late have been dl~:re 11.S, ~o; to remedy any electrical
-f Also, dropping the ball at 8 am ssmg y reque?t.0ffi a European Assistant Irom 7 30' a' woulddnecessItate the attendance

o ce hours of the computers. . < .m., an a re-arrangement of the

TIME BALL SIGNAL.

Colonial Secretary' B Offi ce,
Hongkong, 4th July, 1919.

Si,r,-With reference to 0
of the dropping. of the Time i'alrr /e,cen~. representations on the subject
C?py of a minute by the Direeto; am meoted to fO'rward the enclosed
two of the Chamber of C . ' Royal Observatory, fot the considommerce._.I am, etc., era-

•
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It is LJuite possible that man 8hi . .
Hongkong-system as again t th Jh~ ppmg Masters are in favour of the
Committee is that uniformtt ise mor

ma
C?ast system, but the view of my

one system, and to secure Yuniform~tdesIr.able th~n the. adoption of any
appears to be neoessary to wopt th 6h· wlthout mtermma-ble delays, It. e ma Coast System.-I am, etc.,

E. A. M. WILLIAMS,
Secretary.

The Honourable
The Colonial Secretary.

A. G. M. FLETCHER,
Colonial Secretary.

E. A. M. WILLIAMS,
Secretary.

Hongkong General Chamber of Commerce,
Hongkong-, 19th Januall'y, 1920.

Sir,-My Oommittee attach' great importance to this matter being
~ettled before the commencement of the Typhoon Season.

It is understood that the Governraent is noW in favour of the adop
tion of the Cbina Coast Code, but that there is a difficulty with regard
to the space l'equurcJ for the erection of a mast for the necessary signals.

I am to suggest that the Government appoint a small Committee
consisting of the Vice-Ohairman of my Chamber, the Hon. Mr. E. V. D.
Parr. and the Marine Superintendents of MessrA. Jardine, Matheson and
Co.. I,td. and Messrs. Butterfield and Swire, whose duties will be to in~
spect the available ground and make recommendations to GovernIl)cnt "'fith
a view to the overcoming of such difficulties as arc stated to exist.

The: Secretary,
Hongkong General Chamber of Commerce.

rhe Honourable
The Colonial Secretary.

Sir,-"With reference to your letter of the 8th September, 1919, I am
directed to inform you that anangements have been IlUlide a.t Cape
d'Aguilar Wireless Telegraph Station to repea.t storm warnings every two
hours throughout the day and until mid-night. In the event of later
warnings being issued during the day such warnings would be substituted.
The daily weather forecasts arc repeated at 5 p.m.-I MIl, etc.,

Colonial Secretary's Office,

Hongkong, 18th September, 1919.

A 2.
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With regard to Paragraph 3 of the report by the Direc'tor of the
Hoyal Observatory which- is enclosed in the letter under reply, my Com
mittee 'Rsked that the available infol'.JI13Jtion should be wireless

ed
to Ocean

going ships 4 times a day instead of twice as a.t pl'esent. Vessels will
then be reached more promptly which may have been outside the wireless

range of previously issued warnings.
As r,egards the obtaining of further prompt and reliable observa-

tions from suitable stations which may be necess,a"ry to improve the ser
vice, that appears to my Committee to be a matter for the Government
to deal with and if the Director of the Royal Observatory cannot procure
the necessary information to enable him to carry out his duties satisfac~
torily, it is obviously impossible fO'r the Chamber of Commerce to do so.-

I bave, etc.,
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If a 4 p.m. signal is seriously desired the baU can be dropped at
that hour except on Saturday'S, Sundays, and Public Holidays. In the
absence of the reasons, for selecting 8 a.m and 4 p.m., I would suggest
that the ball b~ dropped at 10 a.m. and that the wireless signals sent out
every night at 9 p.m. be flashed by the proposed typhoon lights on the
Observatory wireless Ulast. 'The lamp signals would be of considerable
interest to the general public, who would have several opportunities of
c(.rrecting their clocks, between 8.56 and 9.00 p.m., as shown by the
attached programme. '£he additional cost would be trifling.

(Sd) T. F. CLAXTON,
Director, Royal Observatory.

30. 6. 19.
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Hongkong General Chamber of Commerce,
Hongkong, 6th August, 1919.

8ir,-1 have the honour to a kId .2512/1919 l)f 4th ult enclosl' . c nobw e ge receIpt of your letter N
o

. ng a mmute y th D' t R .
on the subject of the droppi g f th T' e Ifec Of, oyal0bservatol'Y

M . . n 0 e Ime Ball. .
y CommIttee, lU consulta.tion with th h' f S· .

the port, has given this matter d 'd e c .Ie hIPl?lllg Companies in
the ~ropping of the Time Ball at 9ue eonSl de[RtlOn ~nd IS .o! opinion that
of wIreless signals at 9 I a.m. an ~4 p.m. In addltlOD to flashing
most beneficial to the ~r:~:bu7;ufdt:ee~. wl~h ge~eral alJproval, and be

I am directed to point out ~ e s Ipp~ng usmg the p.ort.
the ball occasionally fails t d hat complamts have been received that

d
·0 rOD, as on 23rd Ju 8th °7 h

an my Committee request that th G' ne,. ' ., t to 31st July,
regularity- in this important matt ~ IOVjeIlllnent WIll take steps to ensuree1.- lave, etc.,

S. H. DODWELL,
Chairman.

M. FLETCHER
Colonial Sec~eta.ry.

A. G.

Hongkong General Chamber of Commerce,

Hongkong, 8th September} 1919.

fo Sir,-I have the honour to ,acknowled .

B

r yo';!r letter No. 2512{1919 of 27th A ge .recelpt of. and to thank you
all SIgnal." ugust on the subJect of the "Time

The Honourable
Mr. S. H. Dodwell

Cha.irman '
Hongkong General Ohamber of Commerce.

~ir,-"Vith reference to 1 tdirected to state that in viewYO~\het er of the 6th ~ugustJ 1919, I am
necessitates a prelim;nary t t of e I fac~ that droppmg the Time Ball
occasion, which take~ un coe:sid~l~~:lect:lcal ~d other faults on each
that the Ball should b d de. tIme, thIS Government suggests
be dropped at 4 p; rOPP~1 ~t 10 a.m. daily, and that it should also
Holidays. . . on a ays, except Saturdays, Sundays and

I should be gl",d to know whethe ..
'Vireless signals would be flashe~you concur In .thls suggestion.

I am, etc., at 9 p.m. dally, as suggested.-

Colonial Secretary's Office

Hongkong, 27th August, ~919.

The Honourable
The Colonial Secretary.

T. F. CLAXTON,
Director.

Hongkong, 30th August. 1918.

Radioteleqraph1'c T1'/lte S'igna1s.

No. 339_Radiotelegraphic land-and ship-sta,tions within .range of
Cape d' Aguilar, Hongkong, .are hereby notinea that, beginning with 1st
:::;eptember, 1918, Time Signals hom the Royal Observatory, Hongkong,
will be transmittell by the Cape d'Aguilar Radio Station between 11.56
;>I. Ill. and noon, and between 8.56 p.m. and 9.0 p.lll. (l20th meridian Time)
at the even seconds. The 2nd, 28th, 50th, 52nd, and 54th second of each
of the above minutes will be omitted, for the purpose of identifying the

signals.The Time Signals will be preceded by the following wa.rning-signals
from Oape d'Aguilar between 11.54 and 11.55 a.m. and between 8.54 and

8_55 p.m.:-

Both \i\Tarning-and Time Signals will be sent out on a wave length of
1,000 metres from a. 5 kw. spark set. The Time Signals will be dots uf

about 0.2 second duration.
Radiotelegraphic land- a.nd ship-stations within range of Cape

d'Aguilar arc required to keep silent between 11.54 a.m. and noon, and
8.54 p.m. and 9.0 p.m. (l20th meridian Time) in accordance with Artide·
45(3) of the Service RegulaHons appended to the International Radiotele
graph Convention of 1912. Operators are also required to keep themselves
provideJ with the most accurate time available, in order to know when

t,o shut down.

CQ DE VPS HK TIME WAIT

ROYAL OBSERVATORY, HONGKONG.
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Downing Street,

11th June, 1919.

Sir,-At the close of the prolonged struggle of the last four years~

and having regard to the depletion of raw materials which has been caused
and to the vast financial responsibilities which have been ieft behind, it is
evidently more than ever necessary that the economic. resources of the
Empire in general should be developed to the uttermost, and I wish to
suggest to you that the time is particularly opportune for a review of the
activities carried on by Or on behalf of your Government in 8cientjti.~

research and. economic exploration, and fo1' consideration of all p,romising
schemes, either f.or new work of this description or for adding to the
efficiency or widening the scope of work already in progress.

. 2. Apart froID activities of a primarily scientific nature, such as
research in oceanography and meteorology, the field to be reviewed. may
be very wide and should not be regarded as entirely economic in character.
The main portion of the possible field of research may broadly be divided
into enquiries .relating to sources of mechanical power, agriculture and
forestry, geology and minerals, and marine products. In most of these
provinces the desirable enquiries may be classified, it is true, without any
precise line of dema:rcation, into enquiries directed to an economic 01'

other practical end which is in sight from the first, and enquiries where
the practical a,im, though real, is less immediately obvious. I am deci
dedly of opinion that the latter class of enqui1ries ought by no means to
he neglected, and that if they arc well chosen it may be expected that
in the long run they will be even more'fruitful in results of practical value
than enquiries of the former class. The latter class of enquiry, however,
demands a scientific oStaff with higher qualifications, and can scareely be
attacked effectually by a small Colony acting by itself. In such cases
possible combination with other Colonies similady situated should be
considered.

3. It is becoming more and more clear that there is &Carcely any
industry which can develoOp or even maintain its position without the aid
of scientific research, and that it is sound policy that such research should
be liberally provided for in the budgets of the f;rms ,engaged, although it
iR frequently nece%ary that those firms should combine to finance a central
research association, or at least closely co¥operate in research work in
order to cover the whole ground and avoid overlapp-ing. With some
assistance from the Imperial Trea.sury a good deal is being done in this
country on these voluntalY lines. There will no doubt be certain Colonial
firms who can best pa.rticipate by contributing to the research associationfJ.
of their industries in this country. .But the usual method in the Colonies
IF' for research to be carried on by the scientific departments of the Gov¥
ernment, and financed out of the ordinary revenue and out of taxes on.
particular industries, while a subsidiary but important method is that of
contribution to institutions for research and! the like, usually situated for
convenience in this country, some officia.}, such as the Bureau of Entomo
logy and the new Bureau of Mycology, and some unofficial, such as the
research associations refened to above which are organised under the
a.uspices of the Department of Scientific and Industrial Resea,rch.
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A. G. M. FLETOHER,
Colonial Secreta·ry.

The Secretary,
. Hongkong General Chamber of Commerce.

EOONOMIC RESOUROES OF THE EMPIRE.

1::2

f the Djrector Royal Observatory, that it
In view of the statement 0 , ted as. early as 6 a.m" my

is not possible to ge~ the cl~k perfec~['sC~~~~Cestionthat the B.aJl should
Ccmmittee concur wIth the over~u:t t S'undays and HolIdays, but
be dropped at 10 a.m. and 4 p,ro

d
, al ~t' ehxooIPd' also be dropped at 1 p.m.,

.. h t Satu.r ays 1 S OU C • b d. f the opmlOll t a on k d that thIS may e one..
IS 0 d .f angements can be rna e .' 1 wIll
and would be gl~ 1 ar1' 'th t" faction that wireless tIme sIgna s

M Commlttee note WI sa IS

fl h Yd t 9 P m daily.-I have, etc.,bease a .'

The Honourable
The Colonial 15ecretary.

E. A. M. WILLIAMS,
Secretary.

Colonial Secretary's Office,
Hongkong, 13th August, 1919.

d f t' the consideration of your Chamber
Sir -I am directed to fOIWal' o. d ' om the Secretary of State

, f d patch receIve i1' . f
the enclosed copy 0 a es I t of the economIC resources 0

d· the question of the deve opmen.ega-r mg
the Empire. , ·n b good as to advise as to

I am to request·t~at t~e.Cham~~\:~va~t~~eousIY be taken in this
tihe steps which, i~ theIr oPIU1on

in
c
the

despatch. It is very possible t~)at
Colony along the hnes s~ggested .' industries such as glass¥makmg
"""uch could be done to Improve. eX.lstmg

11
orth considering whether the

...., f h·d and It 18 we w
or the treatment o. II es, ld be riracticable.--I am, ew.,
introduction of seriCU ture wou

178



180
C 2

4. Broadly, I would ask you to conside.r the positi{.'D of any impor·
tant industries in the Colony, on who-5e behalf no research work is at
present car,ried ou, and whethe'f this state of affairs does not call for action
on the part of the Colonial Government. I would particularly direct
your attention to those raw materials required for Imperial tI'3Jde or
defence which a,re produced within the Empire either in inadequate
quantities or not at all, such as flax, hemp, medium stapled cotton, the
lighter timbers, ores of aluminium and copper, phosphate rock, pota-sh and
mineral oil. The question of the possible establishment or extension of
fishing industries for export is also worth attention.

5. The Oommittee on Commercial and Industrial Policy after the
War drew special attention to this question of raw materials in paragraph
122 of their final report [Cd. 9035]. Much ,of the existing deficiency can
be supplied by the tropical Oolonies and Protectorates if their great
potential resources /lire adequately developed, and one of the most sure
and speedy agents in such development is undoubtedly scientific investiga
tion. The VIar has furnished a striking instance of the cor,rectness of
this view. One of the conspicuous examples of material produced to an
insufficient extent within the Empire to which the Committee called at
tention, was bauxite, the ore of alumi~ium. At the present time this coun·
try is almost entirely dependent on foreign sources of supply, a.nd there
1'3 reason to apprehend that these will remain both costly and insufficient.
Aluminium is essential to a number of British industries, and the position
would be serious if alternative sources of supply had not been found within
the Empire. The scientific investigations ()f the Director of the Geological
Survey of the Gold Coast have recently resulted in the discovery of a very
large deposit of the mineral in that Colony, and it is hoped that arrange
ments can be made which will enable it to be worked on a paying basis.
Valuable deposits of bauxite have also been found in British Guiana, and
are now being developed. Other deposits in the .game Colony are noW
under investigation. If these enterprises are successful, the position of
the British industries in question will be greatly strengthened.

This is a solitary instance, but it is typical, and could, if necessary,
be supported by others drawn· trom different parts of the Empire. There
can indeed be no doubt that a sound and adequate scheme of scientific
investigation would be of the utmost value in developing the resources of

the Colonies.
6. Another example of the need of reseaTch is furnished by the

destructive agencies of various kinds, such as animal and plant diseases,
insect pests, etc., which are responsible at the present time for an enor- .
mous amount of dama-ge in the Colonies. Such damage can literally be
assessed in millions of pounds. Valuable work in this sphere has already
been done and continues to be done in many parts of the Empire, but
there is undoubtedly great ·scope for extended research. Such wo'rk is
likely to prove exceptionally fruitful, sincO! many of these destructive
agencies are widely distrib-uted, and scientific discoveries which have
been made in one Oolony can often be utilised elsewhere. The scale on
which this destruction takes place is well illustrated by a recent despatch
from the Acting Governor of the East Aftica Protectorate reporting t,hRt
"more scientific and progressive methods must be adopted in dealing
with stock dise,ases in native reserves if the future welfare of the stock
industry is to be secured. It would be difficult to estimate the annual
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loss from the ravages of stock d· ~. .
placed at the low estimate of t Ise

1
a.,es In natIve reserves, but if it were

a f we ve per cent it wo ld ·1
sum 0 approximately one million . u eaSI y represent

7. In Colonies and P,rotectorat pounds per ~nnum."
smaller scale than in the one undcor '8~ whose finanClall'esources are on a
o.ften .heen great difficulty in find-in y t~ government, there has hitherto
hons In themselves very desirabl ~ ,e means to ca,rry out investiga_
that,. for the benefit mainly of s~~h O~~ ~lad to be able to inform you
obtamed the consent of the L d a ~m~s and Protectorates I hay
pt .. or s ommiSSIO f th T ' e

·o.vlsIOn of a liberal grant of £20 (X)() ners 0 e r-easury to the
:Ulll~d Kin.gdom for 1919-20 and th~ fo ~ rear f:offi the) Estimates of the
m stIffiulatmg scientific .research with Ul .ollowmg years~ to be expended
resources. of the Colonies and PI' a ~Iew to de.velopmg the economjc
v1oted,. WIll be administered by ~ ~~e:liol~tes.. ThIS grant, if it is duly
Colomal Research Uommittee \ h· I . Commlt~ee, to be known as t.he
Department of Scientific and' I "d IC ~ .w:ll work In co-operation with the
Resources Bureau the U· ~It· us na ~esearch, the Imperial Mineral
t . t ,mverSI Ies partl I 1 •
nc s, and othe,r existing institutio~s I c~art tn.ose of industri~J dis-

of ~he Committee will be M H i Mil ~ rst mstance the members
ASSIstant Under Secretaries roof St" t" 'f a.ckmder, M.P. (Chairman) two
H th ~ a e or th C I . '. ea , the Secretary of the·n t e o.onJ~i"5, and Sir Frank
Research. The grant, liberal the:Ua~lmi~n~ f~l' S('~entIflC ~nd Industrial
~. large number of researches and gih ~IS, IS. eVIdently Insufficient for
Itse~f with selecting fOI' investig;tio e f com~lttee will have to content
subjects which may be brought t ':It ae,,: 0 the most promising of the
case that a research may bal. ~ notIC~. , It may sometimes be the
collective interests of the Erne i~:q~:.l,~d 7hI~h would be chiefly in tho;
other than the pa.rt in whicl P

tl
III t le lIlt-erests of some part of it

\~ere convenient that such a rlesel:r~es~arch would be ca.lTied out. If it
Government, the fact that th t G1 s'lOuld be unde.rtaken by a Colonial

d b
" f a overnment is pre ar It rom participating ," th ,osperous would not

~ n e grant. •
. 8. To the whole question of I' h . ..

thlS despatch I attach the r t _ escarc. an~ InVestIgatIOn raised by
that you will give it yon.r p;r::n:ft pos.slble .Impo.l'tance, and I tru;t
you,r scientific and economic officers c~n~Ide~'ahon! lU consultation with
unofficial community and tho t ' nIl 'h

Vlth sUlt~ble members of the
. ,a, you WI t en furlll h . I

reVIew of the present position of afta·' . s me WIt 1 a brief
further steps' which in your judgmen~ sts'ld&rbld wklth ~n account of the

9 'l'h _ . lOU e ta en In the nea f t
. ere IS no objection to the bI'. . l' U ure.

have, etc., pu watlOn of thIS despatch.-J

The Officer MILNER.

Administe.ring the Government of Hongkong.

Hongkong General Chambcr of Commerce

~. Hongkong, 28th August, '19]9.

Slf,_I have the honour to k ] d .
::l527/1919 of 13th ,"nstant . ac nowe ge receIpt of YOUI' letter No
. covermg copy of d t h f " "
c~. the subject of t.he develo . a espa c. rom Lord MIlneI'
~mpire. pment of the EconomIC Resoul'ces of the



A. G. M. FLETCHER,
Colonial Secretary.
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To be able to intelligently reply to the second paragraph of your
lcttex one would haNe to collect much expert evidence. It would appear
to my Committee that Government might appoint a Committee of En
quiry to go thoroughly into the whole que,stion or the development of
the New 'rerritories, the encouragement of present loe,al industries ,and

the possibility of establishing new industries.
If the appointment of such a Oommittee does not appeal to Gov-

ernment it might be considered within the province of the Commercial
Secretary of Legation to conduct an investigation with the assistance

of the Ohinese Chamber of Commerce.
As regards the mineral development or the New Territories proba-

bly DO indlVidual knows more of the commercial possibilities of this than

the Hon. ~ir Paul Chatel', C.M.G.
My Committee feel very strongly that what will prove of the

greatest benefit to this Colony is the utmost support of the British
Government to British enterprise in opening up mineral resources in
the neighbouring provinces of China, which is a commercial proposition

of the first importance.-I am, etc.,

E. A. 1\1. WILLIAMS,
Secretary.

The Honourable
The Colonial Secretary.

Colonial Secretary's Office,

Hongkong, 5th September, 1919.

Sir,-\Vith reference to your letter of the 28th August, 1919, I
am directed. to state that this Government concurs in your Committee's
suggestion that a Committee of EnqlliTy should be appointed in con
nection with the question of the development of economic resources of

liongkong.I am to .request tha.t you will be so good ,as to suggest names of
suitable persons who would be ,.... illing to ·sene upon the Committee.-

I aID, etc.,

The Secretary,
Hongkong General Chamber of Commerce.

Hongkong General Chamber of Com:nerce,
Hongkong, loth October, 1919.

8i1',-1 have ,the honour to acknowledge receipt of your letter. No.
3572/1919 of 5th ult. with reference to the appointment of a. Committee
of EnquiTy in connection with the question of the development of the

Economic Resources of the Colony.
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My Committee has sought to bt' .
the Community who might assi t G 0 am' t~e serv~~es.of members of
ment of the Oolony's resourcess an~vhe:nm~nt m consldefl~g the develop
acceptance of those gentleme ' h. ve een successful In securing the
which is now submitted as th: ~h~:bna~es a~pea~ on the attached list.
of His Excellency th G er s nommatwn for the acceptance

e overnor.
My Committee consider that Ch' .ed on the . d . ~nese mterests should be represent-

enqulJ'y an not necessarIly by th Ch' . '
on the Legislative Council. A ric It . I' e me~e l'eprese~tatives
consulted.-I have, etc., g u lila mterests mIght espeCIally be

E. A. M. WILLIAMS,
Secretary.

The Honourable
The Colonial Secretary.

DEVELOPMENT OF RESOURCES COl\[MTTEE.

SUGGESTED MEMB.ERS.

}5HIPPING :-Hon. Mr. E. V. D. Pa.rr and Mr R Ross'I'lloURI . . mson.
~ PBUILDING :-R. M. Dyer and Mr. J. Reid.

DOAL (IONDUSTRIES :-Messl"s. Jardine, Matheson &. Co Ltd]
LD). representative. ., . 5

LOOAL l:snUSTRIES : -Messrs. A. Beattie and A ]) HI'(NEW). . . ump lleys.

MINERALS :--8i1' C. P. Olutter,' Kt., C.M.. G., and adviser MI'. BalT

(Messrs. W. R. Loxley & Co.) and Mr. A. d. Franklin,
F.LC.

GENERAL '-~"r C P OJ t K. u. . . 1a e1', t., C.M.G. and advis€l.f, MeSSI·S. T. A.
.l lummer, ,T. Owen Hughes and D. K. Moss.

I}f?ERIAL PR.EFERENCE.

Hongkong General Chamber of COlll:-:nerce,
Hongkong, 9th September, 1919.

8i1',-1 am directed by my Cnmmitt
t.o Government Notification Nos. 152 and e2e7;0 t~f:roach you. with .reg:trd
the 20th June, 1919. 0 e 4th April and 399 vi

It may be said th tt'lColony could claim t a tprac loa ly nothing man'ufactul'ed in this
expended upon it in ~how~ ~ east

d
75% of .its total value to the labour

eo 0 ony an materIals produced by the Colony.



A. DUNCUM,
Secretary.

E. A. M. WILLIAMS,
Secretary.

The Ceylon Chamber of Commerce,
Colombo, 8th November, 1919.
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PREFERENTIAL DUTIES.
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Hongkong General Ohamber of Commerce,

Hongkong, 18th October, 1919.

Dear Sir,-Your letter of 13th ult. on the subject of preferential
·tarjff was duly considered at the last monthly meeting of the Oommittee
of this Chambe'r.

My Committee cannot approach this subject from the same stand
point as your Ohamber, as business conditions here are entirely different
from those' pertaining to Oeylon. Hongkong is unique in that, while
in itself it consumes only a very small proportion of its imports, the
port contrQls a large import and export business for the Southe,rn
Provinces of Ohina, which therefor'e must be ma.intained if Hongkong is
to exist. It is merely a large transit warehouse.

Other Colonies or Protectorate such as the F.M.S. and Ceylon
are by reason of the fact that they are backed by large tracts of country
(and their imports are largely for home consumption) may support the
Jmposition of Preferential Tariff.

Tbe position thiS Chamb8'I' takes up on the subject is, therefore,
vne of "wait and see" and will be subject to the action of the Imperial
Authorities. Should it be decided that Hongkong is to remain an open
Port to enemy importations, my Conunittee will urge that whatever
business is done with former enemy countries shall be transacted througJ1
British Agents here, and they will strongly oppose the returil of enemy
subjects to the Colony to carryon business on equal footing with British
and Allied business houses.-Yours, etc.,

The Secretary,
Ceylon Chamber of Oommerce,

Oolombo.

The Secretary,

Hongkong General Chamber of Commerce.

Dear Sir,-I am duly in receipt of your letter of ihe 18th ultimo
and note the position which your Chamber intend to take up on th!"
subject.

From the replies that have been received, -it is apparent that Cham
bers of Oommerce throughout the East are not at all unanimous on th~
question of imposing preferenhal duties in favour of imports from thp
Brit.ish Empire, and are apparently awaiting a lead from the Imperial
Authoritie-s._Yours, e.tc.,

,

of Commerce,General ChamlJer
Hongkong.

The He.cl'eta.ry.
Hongkong

The Secretary, f Commerce.
Hongkong General Chamber 0

E. A. M. WILLIAMS,
Secretary.
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k Id find itself in the nn-.. "1 f Hong ong won I' 1therefore this Bntlsh vO on~ 0 . the privilege,s of mpcnR
fortunate position of not bemg able to enJoy

. I h" h ~orm thepreference. h t all the rna tena s w' Ie L

It is known to Gove.rn~lenlt ( a 1 industries aft' developed, ~ome
basis upon which our prmc1pa oCl:fore instructed by my CommIttee
from outside the ColonY'- I am t~~ it is of the highest importanccrto urge upon ~he Government ~nterests of the Colony t~at the qua l~
indeed of vital Importanc;-t°tl~'::i\ will not exclude anythmg mlanuf~~l
fi at)'on should be altere so. Id fo" OUl' industries mpen

c, J ThIS wou secure ... 1 nh nee
tUl'cd within the Co ony. d' tt. ct new industries and great y e . a

d hI ten to a J a
preference; an wo.u r f the Colony.-I am, etc.,
the future pl'OSperItJ 0

Colonial Secretary' B Office,

Hongkong, 21th September, 1919.

letter ot the 9~h Septerobebr, 19
0
1:;.

:Sir --vVitn reference to yOUl' ntatlOns made y y
, . f you that the represe . [ State for

1 am directed to m arm to His :Majesty's Secretary a
UO~1l1llttee have been conveyed

the Colonies.-I am, etc., A. G. M. FLETCHER,

Colonial Secreta,ry

The Honourable
The Colonial. Secretary.

The Ceylon Chamber of Commerce,
Colombo, 13th September, ]919.

. b u ht forward in this Co~o.ny
Dear Sir,~'l~he qu~stlOn. has b~:~ere~Oti~1 tariff in favour of Bntl&11

<'1!l, to the desirabIlIty of Imposlll~at 1 t enemy countries, but before
a~u Allied goods as a!?ainst goo s .rom ~o~mittee are anxious to k,ll?W

ressing Government In the mait~l my being taken by other Bntish
~·hether any step" in this di~e~tlO~0:1:;' be much obliged if you wou~d
l) pendencies in the East, an s 1 • b '. taken in this matter Y

de. ",e as to wbether any steps ale el11ga vIse t
your Chambe,L-YoufS, e C., A. DUNCU.M,

Secretary.
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(Sgd.) C. D. WILKINSON,

Chamber we attach cOP." of one of our
to us for amendment by the shipping

,V. M. Humphreys, E. sq.

Hongkong General Chamber of Commerce

Deal' IS Hongkong, 18th July, ~919.
- . lr::.,-Your letter of 4th in t .
Ject of PIlferage claims has d 1 b s ·a-?t WIth enclosures on the sub-

O
,u y een consIdered by m C .

pinion as to liabil't Y ommlttee.
fore becomes difficult tal y.appears t? be about equaJIy divided it there_
Y 1 gIve a ruhnO' on th· ,

ourse \les and the Royal Mail "St pO e pomt at issue between
Mr. Wilkinson's opinion o·eam aeket Company.

has taken the liberty of t·.f th~ case, copy of which the Chambel"
be s tfi . re aIDIng would appear to C -

_ u Clent grounds upon which t~ b . my ommittee to
claIm. ase an actIOn for payment of your

. My Committee will be glod to b k .
actIOn you m&,y take in this m:ttcl' ,:h' ~~ advflsed of whatever further
merchants at tbi<; port..-I am, etc., IC IS 0 so much impo.rtance to

E. A. M. WILLIAMS,

Secretary.11 essrs. Vl. "H b
u~ limp teys & 00".
Hongkong.

Hongkong, 3rd October, 1919.
RE CLAIMS ON Sl'EAMERS NEW YORK SERVICE.

Dear Sirs,-We- enclose heTewith'
Messrs. Butterfield and S . copy of letter received from
1· ·t ) Wire agents for Oce St h·.1mI ed, and The Ohina M tIS . a:n earns lp Company

Th
u ua team NaVJgatlOn Co Ltd b'

e attitude adopted b th b . ., ., re a ave.
attitude taken up by th tIY e a ov~ compames is similar to the

d e 0 leI' compames on th N Y k
an we think such proced.ure sho Id be b h e P,W or service
Uhamber. u roug t to the notice of the

. For the infonnation of the
claims which has been .returned
Company concerned.

E 2

. Bovill O.J. certainly said that i<.

mIght by thei1r sta.tement have b It Tay be that the plaintiffs
greater damages than if the p 1~e~ prec ~ded from recovering any
was not argued, Or raised' \Vh arce a contamed linen," but this oin·t
were not liable at all, and th~st ::: ~ontetndhed was that the shipo:ners

The case seems to b~' , hour eId against them
. . " very muc 11 f' .
I~ no suggestIOn in the present i~stanoc:~ ours WIt~ your own. There
twn .as to the contents and value of the at ~ny wd~ul misrepresenta_
mad~ ~Y the shippers, with a view to . goo s consIgned to you was
~~l' IS It suggested that any questions belll~ ~harge~ a.. smaller freight.
smpow?e:r.s or their agents. were as ed :].8 to the goods by tIle

Consequently they cannot in ..
non-delivery of that whi h tl ' my OpInIOn, repudiate liability for

c ley contr,acted to carry.-Yours, te c.,

PILFERAGE CLAIMS.

Hongkong, 4th July, 1919.

Dear Sir,-\iVe shall thank you to put the enclosed file of corres~

pondence between ourselves and the Royal Mail Steam Packet Company
bef,c,re th~ General Committee of the Ohamber as a matter of consider
abl~ moment to the Merchants of Hongkong, and would appreciate a
ruhng whether in their opinion they uphold the action of the, Royal
l\fail's Agents in refusing to pay either in full or pro rata a pilferage 0.1'

total loss on ca-rgo ex their steamer under a clean Bill of Lading because
their clause 12 in their contract of Affreightment acco.rding to their read
ing exone.'ates them.

They contend that a package exceeding in value £100 should pay
advalorem freight therefore they are absolved from payment of any
:::lairn whatsoever.

\Ve also enclose a legal opinion by Mr. Wilkinson w,hich may be
of some interest to the Committee.-We are. etc.,

W. G. HUMPHREYS &. CO.

Hongkong, 26th June, 1919.

Dear Humphreys,-With regard to the question you discussed
with me this a.fternoon as to whethei' or not shipowllNs, as carriers,
are liable for non-delivery of goods contr:acted to be canied by. them,
if such goods are of greater vaJue than impliedly represented to be-that
is to say, of such value that, if thei.r real value had been disclosed at
the time of shipment, higher l',ate of freight would have been charged
than actually was charged, my opinion is that, notwithstanding the clause
in the Bill of Lading to which you i'eferred me, the ·shipowners are liable.

I ba,se my opinion largely (Ill tJ1e case of Lebean v. G. S.N. Co. L.R. 8

C.P. 88 in which Brett J. (afterwards Lo·rd Esher) referred to the ruling
of Lord Wensleydale that II if anything is delivered to a person to be
carried, it is the duty of the person receiving it to ask such questions
about it as may be necessary j if he asks nD questions, and there is no
fraud to give the case a false complexion on the delivery of the pa.rcel,
ne is bcund to carry it as it is. Jl

In the case cited a .package was shipped which contained valuable
eilk stuffs j but, by mistake of the shippers, innocently, and not wilfully,
made, the contents were described as linen goods, and a less freight
was paid than would have been charged for silk goods. The pa.ckage
was tampered with during the voyage, and certain pieces of silk abstract
ed. Thn Court held the shipowners, as carriers, to be :iable:
aJthough it was strenuously argued for them that II the e,ffect of the
untrue representation was to tl'eceive thp, carriers and to induce theIn
not to bestow on the goods the care and diligence which their value

required. "

The Secretary,
Hongkong General Chamber of Commerce.



E. E. AUCOTT,
Ja,rdine, Matheson &. Co.. Ltd.

GOllt::\ral Managers.
M. Williams, Esq.,
Secretary,

Hongkong General Ohamber of Oommer~e.

E. A.
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Indo-China Steam Navigation Company, Limited.,

Hongkong, 24th September, 1919.

Dear Sir,~We beg to ~nclose fo'1' your perusal a letter we have
r~eived from Port Moresby, Papua, which speaks for itself. We are not
in a position to do: anythitlg in the matter, but wish to place this applica.
bon before you, in the hope that you may be able to recommend the case
to wme Firm who are willing to avail themselves of the offer.-We are.
etc.,

Messrs. J. D. Hutchison & Co.,
Hongkong.

Total allowance on Cases Nos. 46 and 47 w{iUld thus be G. $103.13
per case, and for your loss G. $8.23 and G. $5.16 respectively.

Please amend your claim accordingly and return.-Yours, etc.,

A. D. GALLOWAY,
.Fer B. & S.

Agents.
O. S. Ltd. &; C. M. S. N. Co., Ltd.

Uessrs. John D. Hutchison & Co.,
Present.

R.EQUEST FOR. STEAMSHIP LINES FOR.

AUSTR.ALTA TOUCHING PAPUA.

Hongkong General Chamber of Commerce,

Hongkong, 18th October, 1919.

Dear Sirs,-You,r Jetter of 3rd instant with reference to pilferage
claims wa,s duly laid before my Committee at its last Monthly Meeting.

This is a matter whi.ch has f.or some time past been engaging the
attention of the Chamber, and, although as matters at present stand,
Shipping Companie,s would appear to be within their rights, your views
hayc the sympathet.ic support of all Importers who ajre similarly suffering,
~md the question of increased valuation un Bills of Lading is to be brought
u.p for tliscussion <:tt the forthcoming Conference of British Chambers of
Commerce to be held at Shanghai.~Your.g, etc.,

E. A. M. WILLIAMS,
Secretary.

• 5.04
37.20

2.00
39.90

2.00

$ 87.89

= $1.75

E. &, O. E.
JOHN D. HUTCHISON & CO.

Vions soap 1ge. size " 1.55 "
Cashmere extractno.25" 10.63 "

15" 7.98 "
" 35~, 14.62 "
" 15 ~l 7.98 "
"

Hongkong, 24th September, 1919.

s. s. "ELPENOR."

Dental pder. sml. glass @ $1.62 doz

,,31: "
,,3t l'

" 1:: ",,2i )l

,; t "

EX.

32
46
46
47
47

Hongkong, 26th Septemher , 1919.

s. S. ELPENOR NEW YORK SERVICE.

. I ote that liability 01
Dea.r 8i1S _Reference attached clalm, p eas~dn 0 is limited

"ad' valorem" freight has not been pal' on carg l

f:t.eamer, as .
in the proportion of G. $500 per freIght tOll.

W 32464 H No. 17 To 11 do,z.
Hongkong

John D. Hutchison & Co.

C. J. HIGGINBOTHAM,

G I Ch mber of Commerce.
'fhe Hongkong enera a
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You will notice that in our claim dated 24th September against :l~~
" Elpenor 11 the shipping company IS prepare~ to allow u~ Gi .al

~~s; loss in case No. 46 when we are really entItled to $39....J() DC

currency. d . d hi ped 48 doz
The case measured approx. 8 eft. an contame wne? s P f d t~

• ('\ashme~e Extract Perfume, and on arrival of case NIt w
5
as. Dun

- _ N 25' d ! doz short of ..l: O. 1 SIze.
ccutam 3~ doz. short of 0.. sl~e an '. h following manner.

The shipping company arflves at G$8.23 l~ t e h r' bi f
Measurement of case 8 c.ft. =1/5 of 1 ton WhlC~x:~~e~;v:mc~~ta~n~d

G$100.00 for loss of whole case. ~8Jse No. 4.6.8
0 rox GS8.00.

48 doz," but 3! doz. weTe pihlferejd
l

makmg ~:~:ei:h:t~~~l~ori:~Sequate and
We <:ontend that tea owance

grosslfr~~f~~r~nly one of many simi.lar cases wi~h ~~~c~a:eh;~=it~~:o~~
tend and we presume other conslgnees are m

ourselves.. . th t the value of the case in question Web
We ffi1ght mentlOn a

G$336. F.O.B. New York
l
· BIT f the shipment we submit that the.

As we receIved a c ean .. or
steamship company is liable.-Yurs, etc.,



E. A. M. WILLIAMS,
Secretary.

." '., .

WILLIAMS,
Secretar)' .

E A. M.
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P. V. Carpentier, Esq.,

H. C. S. Ovet'seas Club for Papua,
Port .i\feresby,

Papua,.

Hongkong Genernl Chamber of Commerce

Hongko~g, 18th Octobe-r, ~919.

Dear SiT Yo r I tt d& .. ,- u e ce a· dressed t M .
• C~., Ltd. seeking to procure inter island 0 d essrs. ~arJl!le. Matheson

nectIOn from this Po:rt ha b an AustralIan steamship Con~
'rh s cen passed on to tl' or b

.. e E.astern and Australian Steamsh. lIS lam e1' for enquiry.
LIvmgston &. 00 Hongkon) b Ip 00., Agents Messrs (., ih)., g lave een.a I d ' . .C )

vol~m: of business to be obtained from tl~Pfoac1C , but ,state that the
deVIatIOn of their steamers. e Islands does not wa'lTant a

. . The only other Steamshi 0 .
BrItish Firm in Hongkong . ~J o\~pany to Austl:aha operated by a
hom Singapore whose Age~tlSh 1e este,rn Austrahan Steamship Line
whom a copy of your letter' s erebul:e Mess'fs. Butterfield and Swire to

. . IS now emg passed. '
. WIth regard to the necessities f th .

\1,'hrch you state you are pre d to. e natIVes and other residents
are light compared with . pare). 0 Import, the prices quoted by yo~
J

'ffi I pl'lces ru mg elsewheee tl dI eu t to improve upon Y . . lese ays, and might be.- ours, etc.,

Messrs. Butterfield and Swire.
Agents, .

The \Vestern Australian SteamsIIip Co.,

Hongk-ong.

Hongkong Generd Chamber of ClImmcrce

Hongkong, 21st October, ']919.

b Dear Sirs,-I enclose fot' your informati n
:-" Messrs. Jardine, Matheson & Co. Ltd f (I copy ~~ a lett?r )'eceived

and passed on tc this Cha.mbe' f .' .' rom P. V. CarpentIer, Papua,
reply. 1 01 enqUIry, also a copY' of the Chamber's

My Committee will be glad to learn . .
establishment of stearr ). .. your VIews WIth regard to the
1 1 IS IIp commUllicatlOn f·o H k .s ands.-Yours, etc., .1 m Dng ong WIth the~e

(Sgd.) P. V. CARPENTIER,
H. C. S. Overseas Club for Papua.

'1'0 the Manager,
Jardine, Matheson & Co., Ltd.,

General Managers,
.lndo-China Steam Navigation Co., Ltd.,

Hongk0ng-.
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Port Moresby,

Papua, 16th July, 1919.

Dear Sir.-Noticing sever:r or your officials arc members of the
{}I;erseas Club, '1 considered I could nut do better than bring the following
information under your notice.

V.,Te the r,esidents of Papua, are in the unfortunate position of only
having one line of steamers calling at our Ports, that is the B. P. & Co.,
I.Jtd. Sydne,Y. consequently they having the full monopoly t.O make us pay
charges, freights, costs etc. out of all proportion. so much so, that we
are gradually drifting into be~ng their slaves.

As instance some of our wholesale prices of goods :-Rice £1 28. 6tl.
per 50 lb. bag. Sugar 70 lb. bag 26/-. rrea Inferior quaiity i/3 .P~; lb.
Tin Meats 24/- pel~ doz. Trade Fish Tin 18/- per doz. Sardines 12/- per
doz. Poorest and inferior quality prints, calicoes from 1/~ to 2/6 per ;yd.
Kerosine £1 Is. od. pe~r case. Matches 2/6 per doz. Yet we only get for
local prices Coprah £28 per ton, Sandlewood £48 per ton.

\Ve employ throughout the Territory on the Plantations 10,000
( ) la.bor, each hoy',s allowance is one 50 lh. bag .rice per month,
4 tins meat, consequently an average of 10,000 bags of rice are consumed
throughout the Possession pel' month. Normal price rice 6/3 per bag but
it means now to pay £1 2s. 6d. pcr bag.

H yon think there would be an opening for your Company we would
do all in our powe,r to further your interests, and I will be only too willing
ttl give any information you require.

There is certainly a good opening for a new line of steamer to open
up a trade with the East in produce, furniture &c. and we could give
back freight rubber, hemp and coprah, sandlewood t.imber tanning bark
h .

Yon could secme the settlers Coprah at nabanl come round to
Papua. and on to Australia all in your route.

If you should consider the proposition favourably, cable me Port
Moresby to secure o:rders for rice &c. I would cable you amounts.

If your Company would not be disposed to take the trade, I would
f">steem it a favour if you would recommend some firm that would like to
cnter into negotiations with us.

'rhanking you in anticipation.-Yours, etc.,



THE LAW

E. A. M. WILLIAMS,

Secretary.

HUGH A. NISBET

Registrar of Com~anies.

Chamber of Commerce.

AN ORDINANCE TO AMEND FURTHER

RELATING TO COMPANIES.

S. W. Bradbury, Esq..
Director,

British Empire Exhibition
London, E. C. )

The Secretary,

Hongkong General

The Registry, Supreme Court
H 'ongkong, 3rd October 1919

Sirl-I enclose a print of a b'll ' ,. ,.
tIle, near future and shall be glad t 1 Wb,ldch

It IS proposed' to intr;duce in
ovhlCh m b f 0 conSI e1' any sugg t'em CIS 0 your Society m h es IOns concerning it·ay ave to make.

Hongkono~ G··neral Cl~ w..mbe.r of Commerce

Hongkong, 8th October 1919
De . S' ' .

al ;.,:l·r,-The General a 'tt .
~d~~ce concerning the attached 0;:1 eedwAill be glad of your Committee's

r mance 1911/15 r pose mendments to the 00 .
So far' .' , mpames-

the as my CommIttee can <:ee ~
an;e

i6
th(be) only ones to which reason~blel.~~mJ'ec~i cursory examination o"f

. on may be taken are 1~
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Hongkong General Chamber of Oommerce,

Hongkong, 21st October, 1919.

Dear Sir,-In reply to your corom ' .
have pleasure in distributing ad t" umcatlOn of 4th August I shaH
0010' vel' Ismg matter t h', ny, or m ,serving you in an oth . 0 mere ants in this·
Interest in the Exhibition to takY 1 e1' way WIth a view to creating an.

e p ace next yea-r.-I am etc, .,

British Empire Exhibition,

25.• Ironmonger Lane.

London, E.C. 4th August, 1919.

BRITISH EMPIRE EXHIBITION.

for Butterfield & Swire.

J. M· McHUTCHEON,
Agents.

E. A. M. vVilliams, Esq.,

Secretary,
Hongkong Genera.l Chamber of .Commerce.

Dear Sir,-Your name has been mentioned to me as having influence

in Southern China.
I beg to bring to your notice this Great Exhibition and to enquire

if yOIl can co-operate with us in bringing buyers to England in 1.921, to
see the vast trade and resources ('If the British Empire.

I shall be glad to hear from you when we can go fully into the mat-

wr.-Yours, etc.,

S. W. l\ltADBURY,
Director.
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The Ocean Steamship Company, Limited,

The China Mutual Steam Navigation Co., Ltd"
Hongkong, ~3rd October, 1;1:;.

The Chairman,
Hongkong General Chamber of Commerce.

Dear Sir,-\Vith -reference to your letter of 21st instant, we return
herewith copies of correspondence which you sent us from P. V. Carpen
tier, and would inform you that Messrs. Ja.rdinc, Matheson &. 00. arc, we
believe, the Agents for the 'Western Australian Steamship Co._Yours,

etc.,



A BILL

.Amendment of
Soction 18.

Amendment of
Section 35.

AmepdmBnt of
Section 64.

(2.) In section 9-

(a) by the addition at the end of sub-section
(1) ther~of of the words" Provided that ~~:i~~9~ntof
the. Relpstrar may require that the year
uf Its Incorporation shall form part of
the name of the last incorporated com-
pany."

(b) by the repeal in sub-section (2) thereof
of the w.ords I' may with the sanction of
the RegIstrar" and by the substitution
therefor of the words "shall, within 14
days, after ~he sending by the Registrar
to It~. reg.lstered address of a notice
reqUIrmg It so to do "

(c) by the insertion in su~-section (3) thereof
of the words II or, in the case of a China.
co~npanY'1J with the approval of the
MInIster after the word "Governor."

tb (f3.) f I'hl section 10 by the repeal in sub-section r:,p

tl
el'efo '), t e words q An office IJ anJ the substitution Amendment of

Jere or of the words" A sealed. ,. Section 10.

(4.) In section ]8 by the insertion in sub-section
(2) thereof of the words" and shall register" £t th
won] "accept." a er e
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" (5.) In section 27 by the insertion of the \"ordsand 1 I '. Amendment of
h a .so any etter or oommunication subject to whic1

] Section 27.
~ e audIto~sJ report is maue JJ after the figures "114;'.
lU sub-sectIOn (4) the.reof.

(6.) In section 35-

«(I.) by the insertion of the words "for the
~rst time" after the word "applying"
In the first paragraph of sub~scction (1)
thereof.

(b) ?y the repeal of the words I< a licence H

10 the 4th line of the second paragraph
of. su?-section (1) thereof and the sub
stItutIOn therefor of the ,vords "thE
first annual licence to a company." .

(c) by the insertion of the words "by the
transferor" after the word "executed"
in subsection (8) (a) thereof.

I (7.) In section 64 by tbe repeal of the Obinese
:~aracters 1jl\lt!il;l!!!I~j'ij appea,ring at the end of
fo~-s~tlOn(1) (d) tbereof and by tbe substitution tbere-

o the Obmese characters ~f!liI1Hl/;~j'ij.

INTITULED

An Ordinance to amend further the law relating to

Companies.
Be it enacted by the Governor of HongkolJg, with

the advice and consent of the Legislative Council there·

of, as rollows ;--
1. This Ordinance may be cited as the Com~

panies Amendment Ordinance, 1919, and ,shall be read
and construed as one with the Companies Ordinances,
1911 1913 and 1915 and the said Ordinances and this
OrJinanc~ may be' cited together as the CO:llpanies

Ordinances, 1911-1919.
2. Section 4 (2) (b) of the Companies OrclinanccJ

1915, is hereby amended as rollows:-
(i) by the insertion or the words :, pl'omoter

or an intended" arter the word i' every J'
which appears twice in the fir~t linp,

thereof.
(ii) by the insertion at the end thereof

of the words Il Any promoter who makes
default In the sending of any such notice
in writing shall be liable to a fine not
exceeding fifty dollars for each day dur~
iug which the default continues."

3. The Companies Ordinance, 1911, as amended
by the Companies Ordiu3Jnces 1913 and 1915, is hereby

amended as follows:
(1.) In section 3 by the insertion of the word

i( printed" after the WOlds "must be II

Amendment of
No. 58 of 1911, as
amended by No 22
of 1913, and No. 31
ofl9J5. .
Amendment of
Section 3.

Short title and
Construe.tion.

C. D. Wilkinson, Esq.,
Ilongkong.

As rega.rds 12, it does not seem nesessa-ry to deprive a creditor or
ccntributory of a separate COP)" of the Liquidators' receipts and Payments,
:and oblige him to pay a visit to the Official ReceiverJs Office, which is
not always convenient. Also it mar be that the creditor or contributory

is resident out of the Colony.
As rega-rds 16 (b), my Committee considers that the proposed

amendment would be an unnecessary weakness in the Ordinance, and
considers it no hardship for a foreign corpo'ration to be obliged to file
a Bala.nce Sheet whether practically a private Company or not. My
Committee is of opinion that British hospitality to foreign corporations is
already too generous, and if a :British private company not registered in
Hongkong desires to do business in ~he Oolony, it is no hardship to be
asked to file a Bala.nce Sheet.-Yours, etc.,

E. A. M. WILLIAMS,
Secretary.
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10
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10
2.00
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(14.) In section 214-,
(a.) by the repeal in sub-section (4) thereof Amendment of

of all the words after the word Section 124.
I, Account."

(b) by the repeal of the words "into the
bank JJ in sub-see-tions (5) and (6) there
of."

(15.) In section 217 by the repeal of the words Amendment ()f
"at such bank as the Colonial Treasurer may direct" Section 217.
in sub~section (1) thereof and by the substitution therefol'
of the words" with the Oolonial Treasurer or, in the
case of a China Company, at a bank."

(16.) In section 252--
(a) by the repeal of the words "the pl'e~ Amendment of

scribed" in'sub-section (1) thereof and Section 252.
by the substitution therefoI' of the
words" a reasonable."

(b) by the addition of the following words
at the end of sub-sect·ion (3) thereof
"Provided that it shall be lawful for the
registrar of companies. by notice in writ~

ing to the Company, to dispense with the
filing of such statement, if, in his opin
ion, the Company is s~bstantially a
private company, although not a private
company as defined by the Ordinance."

(c) by the repeal of the words" in the pre·
scribed manner" in slib-section (6) thcre~

of and the substitution therefor of the
words ({ to the satisfaction of the regis
trar of companies.'1

(17.) In the First Schedule' by the insertion at·
the end of Part I. and algO of I-a.rt II. of Table B OJ
the following fe08: ---

For registering a mortgage or charge creat~

ed by'a company............ $10.00
For registering the particulars of a series

of debentures created by a Company lO.CO
(~ote: ---These Iees inchd.e the filing of

particulars and the icsue to the Com-
pany of a Certificate of Registration)

For inspecting the Register of Mortgages
and Oharges-For each inspection ...

For collating a copy required to be certi
fied~per folio of 72 words

For in'itialling altera.tions in such copy
per alteration

For certifyinK a collated COP~I .....

For inspecting the ::oegister Or a, company's
file ...

1"01' filing any document not hereinbefore
referred to '.' " .
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wo,rds

(12.) In section
(5) thereof.

(13.) In section 180 by the repeal of the
II by the Governor" in sub~sectlOn (1) thereof.

(8.) In section 89--
by renumbering sub-section (6) as su,?-section

(7) and by inserting the followmg sub
section: -

(6) If a company shall have fail
ed to obtain a certiE cate to
commence business within
one year of the date of its
incorporation the name of
the company shall be struck
of the register and the com
pany shall be dissolved.

(9.) In section 90 by the insertion of the words
Ii and in the the ;case of Chinese allottees' other than
aJlott~es in a China oompany, their names, addresses
and description both in English and in Chinese charact
ers " after the word I' allottees" in the 3rd line of sub
section (1) (0) thereof.

(10.) In ,section 95 by the repeal of the words" in
the prescribed manner" in proviso (1) thel'eta an.d by
the substitution therefor o~ the words" to the satlsfac~
tion of the registrar of companies.'"

(11.) In Section 141-
(0) by the repeal of the words "by the

Court" in sub-section (1) thereof.
(b) by the repe",l of sub-section (2) thered

and by the substitution therefor of the
following:- . '

"(2) For the pu.rpose of thIS Ordm~
« ance so far as it relates to
« the ~inding up of China C~m~
iI panies or Hongkong Cluna.
It Companies by or under the
'" supervision of the Supreme
"Court f,or Ohina, and so far
" a.s it relates to the Voluntary
"winding up of China C~m~
"panics Or' HongkOl?g. Chm.'l.
" Companies by hqmdators
"appointed to act within t~"'
«'limits of the China Orders~m~

"Council, the term 'Officin.! RR
14 ceiver' shall mean the person
"appointed in that behalf bv
"the Judge of the Supreme
"Court for China." .

150 by the repeal of sub-sectIOJi

HZ
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Amelldment of
Section 180.

Amendment of
Section 150.

Amendment of
Section 141.

Amendment of
.Section 95.

Amen dmentof
Section 90.

Allle ndment of
Section 89.



Limited.

.............. .........

........................

N,o.

Payable $

Paid S

!late pel' cent.....

r .

I
I
l

•

•

(Pursuant to section 91 (1) (b»

Kame of Company

Particulars of amount pa.id or pay
able as commission for sub
scr~~ing, or agreeing to sub
SCrIbe, or procuring 01' agrec
lllg to procure, subscriptions
foQl' anj-~ shareSl in the com-
pany j or ..

Articles of Associa.tion authorising
commission ...

-,

Date of Circular or Notice if any
(~o.t being a prospec~us), i~
vltmg subscriptions for thb
shares and disclosing the
amount or rate of the com
mission .................. Date ......
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Date
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Rate of such commiss~on ..... ........ ,.,

Statement by a Company f tlo 1e amount 01' rate paid or agreed to

be paid by way of commission in respect of shares.

FORM H

Signature of the Directors or

of their age t th· d·n s an OrIse In writing

$

FORM G

Particulars prescribed under section 90 sub~section (2) filed

Total

P,resented for filing by .

The number of shu'res, in whole or in part, allotted
for a consideration other than cash.
If the considel1ation fOlr the allotment of any
shares is services, or any consideration other than
that mentioned below in (3), state what such con- \
sideration consists of.
If the cons.ideration for the allotment of any shares
is a sale of property, 01" the agreement for the sale
of property, state fully the considera.tion fOf, and
other terms of, such sale or agreement for sale.
Give full particulars, in the form of the following
table, ,of the property which is the subject ot the
sale, showing in detail how the total consideration
is apportioned between the respective beads.
Legal anu equitable estates, 01' interest in free-

holds ano leaseholds, whether in China, Hong
kong, the United Kingdom or abroad (which
includes hereditaments subject to a legal
1iortgage.)

Patents
J

Licences, :rrade Marks and Copyrights .,.

GoouwiJJ
Fixtures and fittings .
Benefit Ot contracts ..

Books and other debts (including money on deposit
at Bank or elsewhere) •

Other property, 'VIZ:-

.J

(5.) If the consideration payable is partly in respect of
a sale of property or agreement £'01' a sale of pro-
perty, and partly in respect of some other consi-
deration, state fairly how much of the amount or
the consideration is attributable to each of the
heads of the property sold or agreed to be sold,
and how much to other consideration. .

(6.) If the consideration payable consists in the assump
tion by the purchaser of liaoilities to third persons,
~pecify the total amount of such liabilities.

,!'otal $

(Signature) ,.......... . I===~==·
(Designation of positicn iv relation to the Com-

p.ny)
D,te .

(3.)

(4.)

(1.)

(2.)

by
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(18.) By the insertiQn at the end of the Third Schedule of the

following forms:-
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(5)

Amount or rate per cent.
of the commission allow
ance or discount tif any)
paid or made either
directly or indirectly by
the company to any per
son in consideration of
his subscribing or agrec*
iug to subscribe, whether
absolutely or conditional
ly, or procuring or agree
ing to procure subscrip
tions, whether absolute or
conditional, for any of
the debentures included
in this return.

Names (with
addresses
lind des
criptions) of
the mort·
gagees or
persons en
titled to the
charge.

\ (4\

......................................................

(3)

Short parti
culars of
the pro
perty mort
gaged or
charged.

Amount
secured by
the mort
gage or
charge.

(2)

HZ

(1)
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Fo_ I

Date of the
instrument
creating 01'

evidencing
the mort
gage or
charge and
description
thereof.

Particulars to be supplied to the Registra.r pursuant to section 95 of
... mortgage '0:1' c.harge created by .

Limited.
Presented for filing

by····· ..



Notice 0/ Appoint1l1,ent of Liquidator.

PU1'suant to Section 180.

Objects and Reasons.
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1. The object of this Bill is to introduce into the
Oompanies Ordinances, ]911-1915, some amendments,
which experience has shown to be advi~able.

2. The company is not in existence at the time
that this notice has to be ·sent. The promoters are,
therefore, the proper persons to send it.

3.-(1.) Articles of Association must be print-ell
and it is more convenient that the Memorandum of
Association should also be printed.

(2.}-(a.) In the case of a corbpany taking
exactly the same name as that of a company, which has
been dissolved ox is in COUI se of being wound up, the
inclusion of the .year of its incorporation in the name
of the new company will distinguish it from the old
company.

(b.) At present a company, after registering witll
a name too nearly resembling that of au existing com~

pany~ cannot b,e compelled to change its name. The
amendment gives the registrar of companies power to
compel such change.

(c.) In the case of a Ohina Company the British
Minister, as defined by section 2 of Ordinance No. 31
of 1915, is the proper persor: to approve of the change
of name.

(3.) Sealed copies are used in this Colony in the
place of office copi~s.

(4.) The law at present does not provide for the
registration of the Statutory Declaration, although it
should form part of the records of the company.

(5.) For the protection of shareholders and the
public it is advisflble that any such document should
be filed with the registrar of companies so that it may
be available for inspection.

(6.)-(a.) The amendment obviates the necessity
for a statutory declaration being filed each year.

(b.) The amendment removes any doubt as to
what is intended.

(c.) The amendment removes any doubt as to the
meaning to be attached to the word" executed.))

(7.) The re-arrangement of the Ohinese charact
ers conveys the intended meaning more correctly.

(8.) The amendment prevents a. comp.any, which
has never been capable of doing any business, from'
remaining on the register for more than one year. It
is considered that no useful purpose is served by keep~
ing on the register a company which fails to commence
business within a ye'ar of its incorporation.

. .

.................

•

.................
......................

...................................

... , ........................
.................................Signature

Date

Signature .

R~s~~t·i·~~··~·f··th~ ·c~~~any ·~~..h~;

H2
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FORM L.

FORM K.

Statement ,pursuant to section 97.

.. BSTRACT.

Receipts. Payments.

$ c.$ c.

--- ----- - I
.......

*State how appointed, whether by
otherwise.

.................................

Presented for filing by : .

To the Registrar o~ Compames. . , .
I, the undersIgned hereby give notice..................of . .

tha~···by* : : ,....................... . .
, "~ d LlqUldator of the 'L " :t""dI have been appolm,e Company Imi e .......................

Date of taking possession - " .

Perio~~~~::: by the { ~~om : ~ ~ : .

Presented for filing by . .
'I.

..... ,_, Limited.Nalue of Company .

Name anddAdd~est~ of ~e::;:~;:n~~~~~~r~i;ich R"~·~i~~~·~~··M~~~~~;··i~
Date and escnp lOll 0 ........•

appointed .
.........., . . ................. .•••...•.........
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Hongkcng General eha.mber of Commerce,

Hongkong, 29th October, 1919.

Sir,-I am now directed to reply to your memo of the 3rd October
covering a Proposed Bill to amend further the Law relating to Companieb.

The Proposed Bill has receiv,ed the very careful consideration of
beth the Gene.ral Oommittee and the Legal Sub-Committee of the Cham
ber, and I enclose for .your perusal and consideration copies of the fcdlow
iug letters:_

1. Letter dated 8th OCtOb8r from the Secretary to the Chair
man of the Legal Sub-Oommittee, after approval of the
Gencl'al Oommittee.

2. Lette,r dated 9th October from the Ohairman of the Legal
Sub-Committee expressing his persona.l opinions.

3. Letter dated 16th October from Mr.. Gedge, Member cI
the Legal Sub-Committee expressing his personal opinions.

4. Letter dated 18th October from Mr. J. Scott Harston,
Member of the Legal Sub-Comm.ittee exp;ressing Ins pei~
sonal opinions.

I commend to your special attention the final paragraph of letter
(1) and paragraph -1 of Mr. Harston's letter.

Since considering this matter a fu:rther point has arinen in con~
oection with a proposal which has been submitted to the Government to
introduce an Ordinance for the Registration of Business names. Suell
proposal has received the support of both the General and Legal Sub-
Committees. -

It is, that in the new amending Ordinance the names of two of t.he
principal officers of the Oompany, one of whom shall be the General
Manager shall be printed on all trade catalogues, tirade circulars, show
cards, and business letters on or in which the business names appear, in
legible characters.

Cases have recently occurred which demonstrate beyond question
t,1 my Committee how very essential it is that there should be 8'orne
indication on the letter pape,r, etc. of a Joint Stock Company (Jf the
person who is largely responsible for the management thereof.

This is no hardship, which is evidenced by th~ fact that practically
every American Joint StiOck Concern adopts this method of announcing
to the public the names of the immediate executive, although not so far
ll!'= I can ascertain, required to do so by, Law.

There is 00 reason however, why Hongkong should not lead "the
way in improved Legislation, as they were said' to have done by a respon
sible London Jou,rnal in several particulars in the .()riginal Oldinance.

The wording II two responsible officers" is better than l( two of Ow
Directors IJ as the formm ar'e more or less pf'll11anent, whilst the lattl::'r
might change annually involving a concern in .considerable expense III

u.lterations to letter -headings, ·etc.--....:.I am" etc., '

(9.) In the absence of these. p~rticulars it i~
practically impossible to trace Chmese owners of
shares' the result being that they escape fr'Om any
liabilit~ which may attach to their. shares. The sh~~e.s
of China Oompanies incorpo>rated sU:lCe. t.he 1st Jan,ua. y,
1916 a.re all. fully paid up and no ha.blhty for cal~s at
tach'es to them. . 1 .

(10.) A prescribed form IS unnecessary. t .IS

more convenient that the verification s~lOuld be to the
£atisfaction of the registrail' of compa.mes,. -'1

(11) In the winding up of Ohma Compames 1
. . th onemight become necessary to appomt more ~n th'.

official receiver in China. The amendment enab es IS

to be done. .
(12.) Local conditions rend~r the. sub-sectIOn un

necessary. Creditors and oon.trlbuto~IeS!,can always
inspect the account in the officl~l recel~er s offic~. he

(13.) A prescribed form IS !lOW mcluded In t
~S~~k .

(14.) This amendment is rendered necessa,ry by
the amendment of section 217. . .

(15.) It is more convenient that all mOnIes In the
Companies Liquidation Account at Hongkong should be
in the hands of the Colonial Treasurer. . . .

(16.Ha) It is unnecessary to preSCrIbe a ~Ime.

. t· are practIcally(b) Many foreIO"n corpora IOns d.
. . Ith h not strictly so accor mg

private compames, a ou.g 0 d' The filing of
to the Hongkong Oompames r mance~. .
balance sheets is somewhat of a h<llrdshlp on sUrJh com4

pa,nies. '.
) A prescribed form of certification IS unneces(c.

sary_ 'd d asonable(17.) 'rhese fees are conSI ere re .
Some of them were not provided for, because, a~parent

1 the documents and work in respect of wlllc~ t~e.1
y, d WClre not contemplated. The. on y ee
:r:iCI~h::~~s explanation is that for initialhng .altera~
tiofi.s. Its object is to ensure t~at. correct cOPI:~ta~f
submitted for collating and certIfymg. .In one f _

t which was sent to the regIstrar 0 com
~~~~:e:osbe certified, over 1,500 alte.rations had to be

initialled. . in
(18.) These fOll'ms a.re similar to those III u~e

England.

H. E. POLLOCK,

Attorney General.

September. 1919.
The Registrar of Oompanie~,

Hongkong.

E'. A.M. WILLIAMS,
Secretary.



E. A. M. WILLIAMS,

Secretary.

_ Dear Bir,-My Committee hav b
gardmg the conditions upon whicl ~ Be.:; ~sked to can fell' with you re-
propos~s" to offer the Scholarships1 at' tl' 'H onsk'ul Gene:al at Yunnanfu
competltlOD. 1e ong ong UnJversity to open

I enclose a cop' f GJ 0 overnment' I tt
COpy of the enclosure tile d"t- s e" er to the Cha.mher with a
Com -t ,can 1 IOns con tal .d' I .

,lUI tee sound, and I shall be 1 d ne m. w Hch appear to my
P(Jsslble that the [.tlroposaIs a.re accepgta bI tOt learn from you as early at

a e 0 you.-Ynurs, etc.,

I-Iongkc..n~ General Chamber of Oommerce,

Hongkong, 3rd April, 1919.

•

H. A. OTTEWILL,
Acting Consul General.

I 2

" (The object of the conditi -
~~ndldates have a real interest °i~ It~ topens~re that the successful
IIDe to provide that a tern oral' 1e rO.VInce, and at the same

for the examination.) P y absence IS not a bar to entering

6. Examination papers will b
tl~e St. Stephen's College t H k e prep'al'ed "by the "Varden of
hun for adjudication. a ong ,ong, and wllI be forwarded to

(The reason for selectin S
known here. For years past gstu~e~ttephen'8 College is that it is well
The [.OUl' _ students having scholarshi s f~om Yunnan have gune there.
th8: t mstltutian. Precedent b' ~s gl anteJ last year have gone to
Chmese, it is thought that theel~~c~ssf~eat v~lue in the eyes of tlH~
prepare for ?TIe year before actuall u c~ndldates_ s~loul~ go there to
the preparatIOn of ti,e y enterIllg the l'nlvennty and tl t
h d papers can with ',la

an 8 ~f the Warden. I understand great advantage be left in tho
the subJect, and has been good en ~hat he l:as beer~ approached ')0

I have, etc., aug to a'C1.-.lU1esce in the proposaI.)_

His Excellency,
Ulaud Severn Esq., C.M.G.

Administering the Govetn"ment of Hongkon
etc., etc., etc. g,
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The Registra.
"

University of Hongkong,
Hongkong.
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SCHOLARSHIPS FOR YCNNANESE TO STUDY AT
HONGKO"G UNIVERSITY.

H. B. M. Consulate General,

Yunnanfu, 12th 1\fa.rch, 1919.

Sir.-"\Vith reference to Sir H.cury May's despatch Number 831, of
the 30th July last, stating that the I-longkong General Chamber of Com
fuerce have agreed to the extension of their grant of $1,000 a year towa,rds
a Yunnanese t3cholarship Fund for the Hongkong University to five
yca.rs, and to Your Excellency's despatch, Number 831, of the 20th. De
cember last, stating that the Secretary of State for the Colonies hau
given his approval to a similar grant by the Hongkong Government.. I
have the hunout' to inform you that I propose. subject to any remarks
which you may desire to make, to vffer these two scholarships to open
competition at Yunnanfll undel' the following conditions:-

1. The examination \vill be held in the month of June.
2_ Arrangements for the examination will be made by the

British 'Consul General wIlo will select a local Committee which ",;11
include the local Commissioner for FOl'eign Affairs andJor other suitable

Chines,e offioers
;1. Candidates must be flf .good moral character.
4. tichoJars.bips will only be granted after a medical examina-

tion as to physical fitness.
(Dr. H, G. Thompson has been good enough to agree to

eX.amme the successful candidates.)
5. The examination will be open to all ChinesL students who

have studied and resided in Yunnan Province for &, pelfiod of at
least iive out of the seven years preceding the date c.f the examina-

tion.

A. G. M. FLETCHER,
Oo1onial Scc.reiaTj'.

The Sec.retal'y.
Hongkong General Chamber of Commerce.

Colonial Secretary's Office,
Hongkong, 26th March, W19.

Sir,~vVith reference to my letter No. 831/1918 of the 20th December,
I am directed to enclose a letter from His Britannic Majesty's Consul
General at Ynnnanfu setting out the conditions on which he proposes te
offer the schola.l'ships at the University to open competition. ,

I am to l'cquest that the Cha-mber will confer with the university
Authorities amI infol'll1 me at an early date whether the proposals made
by :l\h. Ottewill a,rc agreed to.-I am, eti:.,



H. A. OTTEWILL,

Acting Consul General.

H. M. Consulate General,

Yunnanfu, 10th July, 1919.

E. A. JIoI. WILLIAJIoIS,

Secretary.

12
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1/ The Senate approves of these proposals but recommends
,. that the Examination be conducted by the University. Though
"the University always takes upon itself to be ;responsible for the
"Prematriculation tuition of Government students, in view of the
"a.rrangements already made with St. Stephen's College, the
"Senate is willing that the Warden be co-opted as an Exa.minej~
"in the Examination to be held for the award of these scholarships.
'I this year.)J-I have, etc.,

.>

The Honourable
The Colonial Secretary.

(Copy)

H. B. M. Consulate General,

Yunnanfu, 10th July, 1919.

.8il',_vVith reference to your letter of the 28th April last to the
Colonial Secretary, I beg to inform you that I duly received from the
\Varden of St. Stephen's College the papers for the examination of can~
didates for the scholarships which the Government of Hongkong and
the Hongkong General Chamber of Commerce have been good enough to
otIer to Yunnan Students.

I now beg to enclose to you copy of a letter which I IHwe audressej'
to the 'Varden forwarding the answers given by the candidates to the
papers, and requesting him to submit to His Excellency the Governor his
recommendations as to the result of the examination and the granting
of one or both scholarships._1 am, etc.,

E. A. JIoI. Williams, Esq.,
Seoretary,

Hongkong General Chamber of Corn:nerce.

Sir,_With reference to your letter of the 6th ultimo, forwarding
examina'tion 'papers for the Yunnan Scholarships offered by the G.Ql'en!-,
IDent of Rongkong 'and the HongJwp.g Chamber of Commerce, the rc~eipt
of which I have alread;y acknowledged, and for which I take this oppor
tunity of again expressing my thanks, I beg to inform you that the
examination took place on the four d~yS, Monday 7th July to ThursdaYr
10th July, as in the schedule enclosed herewith.

E. A. M. 'Villiams, Esq.,

Secretary, Ch b of CO'11Ulerce.
Hongkong General am er

Hongkong General Chamber of Com:ne~ee,
H0I!gkong, 28th Apnl, 1919.

I dO' receipt of your letter No.
Sir -I have the honou: to acknow e Ole tt from B.B.M.. Consul

, 1 ng cony of :1 e er , to
8?-1/1918 of 26th uIt., en~ OSIo~t th-e conditions on which he proposes
General at Yunnanfu settlOg k U iVNS:ty
offer t,he scholarships at t~e Hong, ong ~Pt of ~o~;r letter put the m.'ltt"l'

The Chafnber. immedlate.h: upondre::~ay I am in receipt of a reply
f ~ Ih University AuthontlCs an d 'th vhich proposals my

~leo:ewhi~h th_-3 following i~ an extr:lct an WI \

Committee is III agreement.-

University of Hongkong,

Hongkong, 25th April, 1919.

o I tt f 8 4 19 I have to inform you
DH -1n continuatlOu of my e or

f
°th . U·niversity considered the

' . th Senate 0 e 1 t
t.hat yesterday evenIng e G neral at Yunnanfu regarding t?C wo
proposals of H,.B.M. Oonsul- e, b' ef't matter of the enclosure III yonr
Scholarships wluch fo-rmed the BU J -

letter to me dated 3.4,19. 'h osals but recommends that the
The Senate approved 01 t esc I2r~p 't Though the Universit:1

. d ted by the Umversl y. ,,' t 't:on.l!.:xaminatlOn be can liC 'bl 1 ,the PrematnculatlOn Ul 1. .

al'ways takes upon itself t? b~ir~sPo~1?':~eear~~ngements already maJle WIth
of Government students, III 'V e , '11' that the Warden be co-opted
St. Stephen's College, the Sen.ate,.ls w~ l~g held for the award of these

Examiner in the ExawmatlOn 0 e
as an I I etc
Scholarships this year.-- lave, ., S. P. de. MARTIN,

Deputy Registrar.

I 2

E. A. M. \Villiams, Esq.,

Secretary, f C pre'
General Chamber 0 om:n _ c.Hongkong
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Univer&ity of H\)ugKong,

Hongkong, tltn April, 1919.

h nks our letter of April 3rd
~:hr -I have to acknowledge, w;l:~tt t~'e p;o~osals contained in the

and hav~ the honour to mform y.ou submitted for the approval of the
enclosures to your letter alro bemg

:::5enate.-I have, etc., S. P. de MARTIN,

Depl\ty Registrar.
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R v W. H. Hewitt,
e Warden of St. Stephen's College,

5. Bonham :Road, Hongkong.

College•.

the Government,

Government Rouse
J

Hongkong, 14th August, 1919.
Si1',-1 have the honour to acknowledge the receipt of your letter

of the 10th July, relative to the examination for the award of two
scholarships to Yunnan students at the University of Hongkong.

2~' The results of the examination have now been communicated
to me by the \Varden of St. St.ephen's College in a lettelf of which I
enclose a copy for your information.

3. I have much pleasure in awarding the two scholarships to the
two candidates whom the War·den llas recommended. Messrs. 'Wang Wei
( :£ll'(;) and Li Tang ( *'ilf )and I should be glad if you would inform
them accordingly and convey to them my congratulations on the success,
that they have achieved.

4. Copies' of this letter and of the letter from the \V-aTden, St.
Stephen's College, have been forwarded to the Hongkong General Oham
bel' of Oommerce, and I ha,ve informed the University Authorities of my
decision in the award of the scholarships._I have, etc.,

(Sd.) CLA{;D SEVERY,
Officer Administei,j"ng the GoveTnment..

His Britannic Majesty's Acting Consul-General,
Yllnnanfu.

St. Stephen's College,

Hongkong, 31st July, 1919.

Your Excellency,_I have t.he honour to submit to you at the re
quest of the Consul-General at Yunnan-Fu the results of the Scholarship-
Examination held in Yunnan-Fu on' the 7th inst. .

You will see from the marksheet submitted herewith t.hat only two
out of '~he eight candidates have qualified for a pass on the standa.rd fixed
by the Hongkong University Junior Loca,} Examinations. But it should
be noticed that the questions in Chinese Litc-rature and Essay were set
and ma;rked (by Mr. Lai Tsai Hei) to the Standard of the University
Matriculation J so that successful competitors for the Scholarship might
be able to devote most of their time in their prepara,tory year to the
English side of their work.

The two candidates who have qualified for a pass, Messrs. Wang'
Wei ( :£ l'i1; ) and Li Tang ( * 'ilf )as judged by their showing in the
examination ought to be able by steady application to pa-ss the University
1tlatriculation Examination after another year' of study. Mr. 'Wang has
the better knowledge of English and ha,s done the better in Chinese,
I,iterature but I should not be surprised if Mr. Li provesl himself the'
more thoughtful and scholarly of the two men.

I have the honour to recoiIIlmend these two narn~~ as worthy to be.
granted the two S"chola;rships which are offered.-I am, ~tc.,

(Sd.) Wm. H. HEWITT,
Warden of St. Stepen'sTo Hi~ Excellency,

The OfficeI Administering
. Hongkollg., -.': ..' .

.,

': j,j

'. _ I

.,; .

r t, .~•• ;. ."

Language
do.
do.
do.
do.

/' ..

English

to the examinarapplications for extrance

Association.

The Secrelary, .,' .1 '. f C 'ce
. Hongkong General C~'!!'!ger 0 ,i. omIIle,., '.

Colonial Secretary's Office,

Hongkong
J

' 14th August, 1919.

f the 28th April, ]919, I am
Sir -:-'With reference to you,r Ietro.r 0 C mmittee a copy of a.

directed 'to f~)l'ward: f~r the inform~~i~nO~c:rO~[dm7nisteringthe Gove~n
letter addressed by HIS Excellency Y f (with enclosure) regatdmg
ment to the Acting Consul-Gen~ral, unn~fn~ersity to Yunnan stud~nts..
the alvard of the t,vo scholarshIps at the, ',. ", ~.

~I am, etc., . A. G: M. FLETCHE~,

. . 'COlil~i~l Se~~.e~~Y.

Eight candidates sent in
tion in due order, namely. .

Leigh Byng,
1...<1 Tang,
Li Chee- J rD,
HSll Ch'ien-kwang,
Siu Si~ch:mg, (Hsll Sai Chhng),

W · YMC.~ f
Wang e

l
,' 120 Erh Tu Kai Yunnan u.

Wang Ssn-shun, E 1· 1· L nguag'e Association.
.:Jug IS 1 a - . d

Hua Kung, dOd t e of three students who apphe
I refused to accept tl:e. can 1 a. ul'. namel 1st July.

afteif the date fixed tor 'reC~lVlng aPI?h~at~~iI the ~x:aminati<on was, h~ld
The number of candIdates hem", sh E I r I Language AssocIatwn

G al and not at t e ng IS 1 d that this Con suIate ener , . .. r which the latter an e
in the Office of the. Financial Ct~m~slOn~~od enough to place at my
Head of the EducatIOn Bureau la een

dispf)sal. . d.d t tIl first six in the &.bove list cocnpleted theOf the eight can 1 a, es ~

examination, the last t,vo dr?ppmg o~~,. d' t" n the papers as handed in
J beg to enclose herewIth fo~' a J~f I:a 10 "U be good enough to for-

I I 11 be obhg'ed 1 JOU WI d t· sby the candidates. s 1<1" f 1::1' kong )'our Irecommen a Ion. 11 the Governor 0 ~.Long "
ward to HIS Exce ency' , . of one or both schola-rshlps. ., T

as to the result, and the glantlll~ "n forwa-rd me a copy, WIth a~J
I shall esteem. it a favour I;~~Ui:lthe event of your making a. lIst·

remarks you m.ay WIsh to make" f the list
d d f · h paper a copy 0 . I C _

of marks awal' e 0,1 eac J examination papers to tle" 0r:t
I have sent complete. sets of the Offi . charge of educatIOn III

missioner for Foreign Affaus and thde pan;~;. lI~hree history papers are
" I beg to return unuse ~ t

the ProvIDce. t been opened,-I am
J

e c.,
in the original covers, and. have no

H. A. OTTEWILL,
Acting Consul General.
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This Government has agreed to pay $330 from the sum voted and
$60 fOl" travelling expenses._I am, etc.,

(Sd.) W. H. HEWITT..

'Val-den.

12

St, Stephen's College,

, Hongkong, 16th October, 1919.

Sir._I am directed to forward your informatiun a copy of a.
letter received from the 'Varden, St. Stephen's College, and to enquire
whether the Chamber of Oommerce are willing to contribu te a portion of
the Scholarship award as ,requested.

8ir,-In confirmation of Illy verbal request of the 14th instant, I
Leg to 'apply for the payment 0f a moiety (say one tlJird) of the Scholar
ships awarded by the Hongkong Government and the Ohamber of Com
merce to Messrs. Li Tung ( 2}~~f;) and \Yang \-Yui ( 3: $ ) of Yunnan.
They have entered St. Stephen's College for their preparatory year before
illatriculation.

Oolomal Secretary's Office,

Hongkong, 23rd October, 1919.

The Secretary~

Hongkong General Chamber of Commerce.

J. A. E. BULLOOK,

.for Colonial Secretary.

I beg also to bring to your notice that other students holding schob\'.
ships from Yunnan have received in addition to their scholarships a grallt
of $60. towards travelling expenses from Yunnan to Hongkong, and ttl
request that Messrs_ Li and Wong be granted the same allowance._l
am, etc_,

The Assistailt Oolonial Secretary,
H')ngkong.
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YUNNAN SCHOLARSHIP JULY 1919.
T

Result

Total

Geometry

Trigonometry

Algebra

A Marks for particular papers.
B Group Marks-Max: 100.
o No paper received. 1- S d d
F Failed in qualifying for Junior Loca tan ar .
P Qualified for Juniar Local St~ndard.
T Recommended for ScholarshIps.

25 241 252 II_~~~~~I_~I~
3.1 --;o~ --;;;::;- 30.1 60.6 32.2 114_.5 _62.0Per Cent

--------1-;--5--4--6--2- --3--7 _1_
Position .1 _

!FFFFPFFP

I~
5 2 60 '::f

24 0 32 _11'-
36 -19 --0' 51 I--------- - -----

--------- 0 38 20 38
7 PHYSlCS,-

O 38 18 38 35 28 0 54 IElectricity and Mag.

O yay R ro 0 ~Light, Heat and (1 1

--------1--
0
--;I---;-~-~ --;---;;---34 )

8 CHEMISTRY

1 ENGLlSH,-

Grammar

Composition

Dictation

2 CHINESE,-

Essay

Literature

3 HISTORY

4 GEOGRAPHY

5 ARITHMETIC

------1----
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L. CASSEL.

No. 107, The Peak,

Hongkong, 4th September, 19]9.

CHAMBER'S LETTER OF APPRECIATION TO

MAJOR CASSEL, O.RE.

Dear Major Cassel,-The Committee of tlle Hongkong General
Chamber of Commerce desire to express to you their appreciatio::. of the
assistance and courtesy that the commercial, and particnlarly the shipping
community of the Colony have ahvays Ieceived from you during your
tenure of the office of D.A.A. Q.:;LG.

Many a difficult situation has been rendered less difficult by your
tact and willingness to meet the business interests wherever possible.
and I feel sure that this expression of appreciation on the part of the
Committee is heartily endorsed by an members of the Ohamber who havE!
had dealings with your department.

The Oommittee regret your impending departure, and take this
opportunity of wishing you (I bon voyage "-Yours, etc.,

Hongkong General Chamber of Commerce,

Hongkong, 2nd September, 1919.

~Iajor Cassel O.B.E. D.A.A. Q.xLG.
Heauquarter Office,

Present.

(Sgd.) S. H. DODWELL,

Chairman.

Dear Mr. Dodwcll,-In acknowledging receipt of and thanking .you
for your letter of September 2nd, I would ask Y0U to convey to the Mem
bers of your Committee my sincere thanks for their letter of appreciation
and the kindly thought which prompted it. I assure you that Illy tenure
of office as D.A.A. and Q.M.G. of the Ohina Command was maue a pleas
ant oue by the cordial assista;nce and loyal co~opera.tion which I at all
times experienced from the leaders of the Oommercial and Shipping
Community in Horigkong; a, Oolo,!y' 1 'leave temporarily with much regret.
-Yours, etc., '. " , .

Ron. Mr. S. H. Dodwell,
Chairman,

Hongkong Genera] ChamBer of O()mnl'crce.;

E. A. M.. WIl.LIAMS,
Secretary.

E. A. M. WILLIAMS,
Secretary.

Hongkong

Rev. W. H. He~'itt,

'Varden, St. Stephen's College.
Hongkong.

Hongkong General Chamber of Oommerce,
Hongkong, 30th October, 1919.

Dear Sir,-Your letter add,ressed to th~ COlonia~ ~C:eL~~J~i:~\~
h Y Scholai's Messrs. Ll Tang an 0 g .

reference to t e unnanese 11 f tl University MatriculatIOn
. S St 1 's Co ege or 18 ~

pl'epa~'lllg. a~ ,t. ep len d on to this Cbambe.r by the Government.
ExammatlOn has been passe 11 'th the Gov-

My Committee have pleasure in contTibuti~g equa Y IWI enclose. a f thlS purpose now
ernment a third ot the Sch~larsll1f\t~ ~rd t~ receive a l'eceip't in dne
a. cheque for $390.00, for whICh I s 1a ega

course..-Yours, etc.,

The Honourable
The Colonial Secretary.

214

General Chamber of Commerce,

Hongkong, 30th October, 1919.

k i dO' . t of your letter ~0,Sir -I have the honour to a,c now e 0 8 . recelp ":T d f St
'. . communication from the -V, ar en 0 I •

831/1918 of 23rd ms~tJ OOfvermg ~\ S holarships for Yunnanese to stuJy
Stephen's Col.lege wlth 1'8 erence 0 C .

at the HOllgkong Unlversit,Y· t d),,'ng 'tt
L' d Wang are now S u ,

My Oommittee note that Messrs.. ~.an th Matriculation examina-
St. Stephen's Oollege prepa,rat?ry ~o ta m~. eof the Scholarship award
tiOD. and have pleasure in contnbutmg a por IOn

: 1 t to the sum provided by the Gove.rnment.
eqmva en : . '-d d to the Rev. Mr.

CJ f "3ru'\ 00 is therefore bemg fO! war eA 1equ2 ot' "1' ;;nJ.

Hewitt.-Yours, etc.,
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Hongkong 2 d S
Dear Sir,-I have th h ,n eptember, 1919.

letter of th 2 e onour to ackno 1 d ILegal S b ~ 9thAugust and shall be happy t
we

ge tle rcceipt of your
etc. U - ommlttee proposed to be formed'~serve aSCa membe,r of the-

J y your hamber.-Yours.·

Hongkong, 4th September, 1919.

Lette.rs to Messrs. C. D. 'Wilkinson,
H. J: GeJge and J. Scott Harston.

~~. Williams, Esq., H. J. GEDGE,

Secretary,

Hongkong General Chamber of Commerce.

E. A.

Dear Slir -I I Hongkong, 2nd September 1919
, lave to ackn -I d h ' .

~a~Jhe 28th ultImo, InformIng ~: ~/t~ t e receipt of your letter under
u _ ommlttee to the Ohamber of C e proposed formation of a Legal

am wIllIng to serve on such Sub-C ommerce, and enqmrmg whether 1
In reply I h ommlttee

ave to say that I shall be pieased to do so.-Yours et...

E A. ~. Williams, Esq., J. SCOTT HARSTON. ,"

Secretary,
Hongkong General CIlumber of Commerce

DEPOSITS ,WITH CABLE COMPANIES.

Northwest Trading C

Gent! Hongkong, 15th Decembero';919
. emell,-We attach her . th ' .

receIved from our New York Offi
ew1

COfY of letter dated October 27tl
lead offiee in Seattle has. reportedc: '~ re erence to cable depa·sits. Ou:

n le same terms.-Yours, etc.,

p.p. Northwest Trading C0., Ltd.

Hongkong General Chamber E. C. DINGMANof Commerce. .

Northwest Trading Co. Lt'
NY' U.,

ew ork, Oct. 27th 1919
R Ref. H.K. 4157 ' ,

onzkon" Office: Subject. Cab'le Deposit.

Replymg torequired b tl your letter of the 2nd tIlt .
is ever r.e:uir~edCa~b~:;:i~~n[~~~,yo~r~twdoSuld sta~ tl~=:~rod~:~h ~:~~::~

e m e tates. The cable companies

C. D. WILKINSON.

E. A. M. WILLIAMS
Secretary.

Hongkong General Chamber of Commerce,
Hongkong, 29th August, 1919.

Veal' Sir,-ln reply to your letter of last week I beg to state thRt
I shall be pleased t.] act as a member oE a, legal Sub_Committee of the

Cha;:nbcr of C'ommerce.-Yours, etc.,

< .,

Dear Sir,-From time to time my Committee, impressed by certain
changing conditiofi1'. of commercial life in the Colony, have made sugges~
tions to Government that legislation should take place with the object
of stabilizing commerce. The suggestion of the Chamber is sometimes
met with a reply that although the proposed enactment might be Jesir~
able: the Law Officetr~ of the Crown, having in mind the peculiar constitu
tion of the poplllalion of the Colony, do not see how present conditions

may be altered.It is probably that in most cases the IJaw Officers of the Crown
are correct, but it is pos~ible that in some cases, had my Gommittee the
necessary qnalifications, legal ways and mea-ns could be pointed out to
Government whereby the desired effect could be obtained.

My Committee feel that the usefulness or the Chamber to Com
merce, which they uatural1y desire should rest on as broad a base as is
possible, is hampered hy the nOll-e~istcnce of. a· Legl'tl Sub_Committee to
the C.hamber, and it is proposed. if possible. to form such a Sub~Com-
mittee.I am djrected to ask you if you will be good enough to give the
Chamber the benefit of your vn..lnablc experience by serving on the pro~
posed Committee.I might mention that the first question whi~h would be Teferred
to the Committee. if formed, would be the important one of Chinese

trading under ftll'eign names.--Yonrs. etc.,

'F.. A. 11. "~illiams, Esq.,

Secretary.
Hongkong General Chamber of Commerce.
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W. R. ROBINSON.

here look up a concern's responsibility, just as does any other person
selling goods, and if their reputation is sufficiently good credit is extend·
cd. without question. As a matter of fact, the telegraph companies will
extend to almost anyone and it certainly appears as though the action
on the part of the ca,ble company at yours is most unusual and very short·

sighted.-Yours, etc.,

and this is paid by us at tn d
~omp~ny when we have a c:bfe

ll
reoa1d the dmohnth. 'We telephone to til>

SIgnS In b < Y an t ev s d t~b Our oak for ercry cable t k ~ en a messenger who
num er r of cables sent out. a en; we can therefore check the

,,\ e sympathise with you over I .
pany and hope that something ca b t ~e arbItrary action of the cabl

• n e o~e to rectify this. < e COill-
(Slgned.)

E. A. M. WILLIAMS.
Secretary.

CIRCULARS ISSUED BY THE I
~ . MPORTS

AND EXPORTS OFFICE.

WILLIAMS
Sec;etar.r.

Co., Ltd.,

Hongkoug General Chamber of Oom
H k meree,

Dear Sir -I I ang ong, 23rd JaUllary, 1920.
reg d' d ' n rep y to your lett f.taa~ ~~g epo~its with the Cable C er? 5th instant with enclosure;. If mt the mformation you have ~mpames, I am now given to under-
la y correct. rom your London House' bTl . . IS su stan-

. 1eI Innovation, however h
~::~:~7:sou~~~n~ 01 ;he str~ng~~o~n~~ti~~~~ ~~:~:~te~l in recent years,
privilege extended ~:~ ICe IS by no means general n a~e v.arl?US CabJ.::~·
may be vrithdrawn at y to approved firms of indisPl:tab1d .IS ill. fact a

any tlme._ -Yours etc _e Integnty and, .,
E. A. M.

E. 0. Dingman Esq
Messrs. N o:tlnves't Trading

Hongkong.

Imports and Exports Offi
H k ee,

ong ong, 10th January, 1919.

CIRCULAR NO. 1.

The nublic is . d
necessary f~r an 0 remm ed that no Import Or
any Countries ex~ep: ~he JolJowing articles, arriving ~xport Perm.its are

wFe en, Norway, Denmark d !:r.0m or destined to
resh Milk and Cre an oHand :-

Fresh Fish am,
Fresh Fruit and Vegetabl .
Ice. es,

Live Fish
Live Poultry
Live Stock. '

(Sgd.) D. W. TRATMAN
Superinte'udentI .mports and Exports",

M2

Northwe,st Trading Co., Ltd.,
Ref. N·o. 50D42.

From London Office
To Hongkong Office
Subject' Cables.

'Ve ihave your letter 4157, of the 22nd September. We have neV'''
been asked by a cable company to deposit money with our bankers.

It is the custom in this country, Doth with the Western Union Cable
Com,pany and' the Eastern Telegraph Co. to send in a r.1onthly accO\lllt,

The Secretary,
Hongkong General Chamber of Commerce.

Northwest Trading Co.,
Hongkong, 5th January, 1020.

Dear Sir,-In reply to your letter of December 30th on the subject
of deposit of cable company, we enclose herewith copy of letter dated
November 14th just received from our London Office. This letter is rather
contrary to the information given in, your own letter.-Yours, etc.,

p.p. Northwest Trading Co., Ltu..,

E. c. DINGMAl'l.

E. C. Dingman, Esq.,
Messrs. Northwest. Trading' Co., Ltd.,

Hongkong.

Hongkong General Chamber of Commerce,
Hongkong, 30th December, 1919.

Dear 8i1',-1 have to acknowledge receipt of your letter of 15th iost.
covering copy of a letter from your New York Office on the subject vf

Deposi ts with Cable COIDpftoies.
The information containeu in the enclosure is indeed startling, and

displays a simple confidence which is rarely met with elsewhere. All
over the Continent of Europe and the United Kingdom the Government
rrelegraphs and Cable Companies accept for transmission, messages en

Cash payment only.
So far as Hongkong is concerned I think the system of Deposits

with the Cable Companies is. generally looked upon as a great conven~
ience, especially to large firms where telegraphic correspondence is bulky.
This Deposit is an item under Assets! in the IBalanco Sheets of all large

local concerns.-Yours, etc.,
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Imports and Exports Office,

Hongkong, 13th January, 1919.

(Sgd.) D. W. TRATMAN,

Superintendent,

Tmports and Exports.

Prohibited Imports into the Vnited Kingdom.
following telegram has been recel·ved f h Srom t e eCl'etc;.ry of

CIRCULAR ~o. 5.

" I/I • . ...... : .mport prohibitiolls ha';e not been withJI'a.wn,
".but smc~ ArmIstICe general licences have been issued allowing

ImportatIon of any quantity of numerous art·l·cl . I d·"f II . .es me u mg"
o mvmg:_

"Aerated mineral and table waters,
" Almonds,
" Apparel not waterproofed,
"'Vorks of arts
., Ba-skets,
"Metal bathsJ

"Live Birds,
., Bladders, casings and sausage skins,
"Brooms and brushes,
., Cement,

/I Fresh flowers,
H Leather gloves, '
I: Hats and bonnets,
/I Horns and hoofs,
" Vegetable,
<i Ivory,
., Linen, yarns,
" Mops,
O'Nuts,
(( Oilclot,h,
., Perfumery,
., Pictures,

., Prints and engravings,
" Phot.ographs,
I< Manufactured skins and furs
"C'db 'anne·, ottleu and preser\'cd fmit,
" Soap,
If Gum kauri.'}

The
State :-

(Sgd.) D. W. TRATMAN,
Superintendent.

Imports and Exports.

(Sgd.) D. W. TRATMAN,
Superintendent,

.Imports and Exports.

(Sd.) S. Hamer.
(Sd.) C. J. Roe.

Imports and Exports Office.

Hongkong, 13th January, 1919.

CIRCULAR No.4.

Firms are requested to note that Messrs. S. Hamer and C. J. Roe
have been empowered to sign all permits for the Superintendent fro:n
the 4th December, 1918. Their signatures are shown below.

Imports and Exports Office,

,Hongkong, 13th Jauuary, 1919.

CIRCULAR NO.3.

Firms are requested to note that the Staff of the Imports ann
Exports Department is strictly forbidden to give any information regard
ing imports and exports without the consent of the Superintendent unleb8
such information directly concerns some definite shipment hanelled 01' to
be handled by the enquirer's OWTl firm.

Imports and Exports Office,
Hongkong, 13th January, 1919.

CIRCULAR NC. 2.

List of Readings £01' Classification of Imports and Exports.
The following Government Notification is circulated for information.

of Merchants:-
" A revised and enlarged edition of the List of Headings fo'

" Olassification of Imports and Exports, containing an index and ~
<l Chinese version, has now been compiled. Copies of the former
"List will be exchanged free of charge on presentation at the
"General Office of this Department. Additional copies can be
II purchased from the Goyernment Printers at 50 cents each. II

(Sgd.) D. W. TRATMAN,
,Superintendent,

,Imports and Exports.



CONDITIONS.

lIfipOl'ts and Expw·ts· Office,

Hongkong, 30th Janual'y' 1919.

CIRCULAR No.8.

Importation of Tin hom tl S .Numerous en .. . 1e traIts Settlements.
qUlfles are bemg 'a,ddre d t h'

regard to the importation a db' sse 0 t IS Department with
and Penang Tin. The positionn i:Uth~:~uent re-expo.l'tation of Singa.pore

Importation.

.. ~~i1 import permit will be i,· "
arJ'Ivmg from Singapore . P g en, on applIcatIon. fo1' any 'fin
from those places TI' 0.1 euan!?, as for any otiler goods ar6ving

. . lIS IS a l'outme matter 'wd' I·
.sanctlOn or approval of th' .' < Imp Ies no special
kong Government. e importatIOn on tile pal't of the Hong·

Re-exportation.

No Tin of any kind can b T •

Hongkong to <tn d t' .' ,e expo Lted or re-expnrted from
of State and in ~hp-e:~natI~nT~ntl,lOut the cousent of the Secretary
ments it aopea,rs impro~:~l eI

.
n tJmp~rted from t.he Straits SettJe-

'l'hi -D 't Y ua sue 1 consent WIll be giyen.
. sepal ment J'cserves the right t t k .

c?nslder necessary to prevent Sin ., a a e any. steps lt may
disguised as Yunnan-or oth . d gaP?le. anL! Peuang Tlll frO'll being

. It must be understood th~telthi~scnP.tI.ono.f non-~;l'itish Tin.
WIthout notice should fresh inst. t'':' PfosltlOn IS subJect to nll'i~tj(ln
require.' " IHC IOn<;:; ,rom the SpCl'etal'.v of I-:ltrrte so

Hongkong, ........ 1919.

I, the undersigned, certif that h .
ed for the Netherland~ 0 Y T t e go.ods speCIfied below are uestin

,~ verseas rust WhICh I . d . -
c~"'tes for them and guarantee the' . d' I .. 1<\S grante Import certifi~
twns. 11 Isposa In accordance with its regula-

(Sd.) D. 'v. THAT)fA:<.
Superintendent

lmp,J t.s and Expo~ts.

(Sgd.)
Consul-General for the

Consignee. NetherJauds.
Nature of Goods .~ .
Quantity of Goods .. . .
Marks and Numbers '" ..

*~.O.T. Import Certificate No.:_

*When known to be stated.
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(Sd.) D. W. TRATMAN,
Superintendent\

Imports and Exports.

A, rrhe goods must be covered at the time of shipment by import
certificates from the Netherlands Oversea-s T,rust and evidence to this
etlect must be furnished to the Superintendent of Imports and Export::;
before an export or transhipment pel'JIlit win be granted. Such evidence
may take any of the fan owing forms :-

(1) Production of the actual certificates.
(Il) Telegraphic advices from some British representative

in Holland or from the British Oolonial Office a-ddress
ed to the Cobnial Government.

(III) A certificate in the annexed form which in the case of
consignments originating in Hongkong, must be sign.ed
by the Consul Generd for the Netherlands in Hong·
kong, and in the case of consignments originating else.
where. must be signed either by the British Consul or
the Consul for the Netherlands at the place of origin.

B. The goods must be consigned to the Netherlands Oversea~
Trust fOl' the accounrt of the ultimate consignees and Bills of Lading so
made out mnst be produced to and visaed bv this Denartment.

C. All applications for export permits -must be made JT}

TRlPUCAl'lo'.

Imports and Exports Office,

Hongkong, 17th January, 19]9.

CIRCULAR No.6.

(Rd.) D. W. TRAT}{A",
Superintendent,

Imports and Exports

222

1moorts and Exports Office,

Hongkong, 28th Jannar,)', 1919.

CIRCULAR No.7.

Exports to Holland.

Subject "to the conditions stated below the following articles may
co,...· oe exported to satisfactory consignees in HoHand viz:-

Hides, Vegetable Oils, Ginger, Cassia, Matting, Feathers, Galangal,
Tea. Shipment may.be either direct or via the United Kingdom with or
without transhipment there.

This year's sLuddakings at the Licenneu \VarellOuses have revealed
in almost cycry case shortages which can ool.r be attributed to removal::
without permits. Strong comment has been made by the Audit Depart
ment and a recurrence of such irregularities may oblige this Department
to adopt a system of st.rict Bond, allowing Licenceu Warehouses to be
open only when an Officer of the Department can be present.
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CIRCULAR NO. 12.

r. Owing to altered conditions transhipment facilities Gnited
., Kingdom are now granted freely for goods from British Oversea.
.. Dominions destined countries excepted from operations United
"Kingdom List C., provided it is shewn to the satisfaction of the'
H War Trade Department that the goods were, actually sent to this
" country with a view to such transhipment.

r< Existence of import restrictions in France and Italy must
<j be borne in mind.

"Import licences into Belgium no longer needed except for
.: sugar, cereals for breadmaking, malt, barley, oats and coal.

"Transhipment facilities cannot be guaranteed for export to
"countries to which List O. applies unless His Majesty'S Govern
H ment consulted in advance ·as to classes of goods in question.

II vVith regard to goods from foreign countries in Europe to
.. Oversea Dominions transhipment fadlities are freely granted
II United Kingdom except in case of essential foodstuffs. 11

2. This Department will therefore grant export permits for Goods-
to be transhipped in the United' Kingdom to t,he following countries:_

.France ,and French Possessions,
Italy and Italian Possessions,
Portugual,
Belgium,
Greece,
~pa-in and Morocco,

provided such goods are not prohibited for exportation to the country in
question.

3. It is advisable that the Bills. of LI>ding for Goods destined for
transhipment in the United Kingdom should be marked <I In transit
tc. . (country of ultimate destination).'T

(Sgd.) D. W. TRATMAN,

Supe,rintendent,

Imports and Exports.

Imports and Exports Office,

Hongkong, 26th March, 1919.

Transhipment of B.ritish Goods to non-British destinations.
With reference to Oircular No. 38 of the 31st August, 1918, mer

chants and shipping companies are adVIsed that Oustoms Form S. 73 is'
now required, only in the case to destinations to which such goods are
prohibited from exportation from Hongkong for the time being.

- 2. The export prohibitions now in force in Hongkong will be found
tn the Gazettes of the 31st January and 14th February, 1919.

and Exports Office,

11th March, 1019.

ltaly.

shipped or transh~pped to
t · m thosefor C0JlSUll1P Ion

W. TRAT:V1AN,
Superintendent.

Imports and Exports.

cf Chinese Origin.

}

I
I

1mpDrts

Hongkong,

CIRCULAR No.1:).

.l£xports to France and

. Class B may be
The following goOC~8' m d Ital)'

. n F r ':mce ansatisfactory consIgnees 1 <

countries: --
Lard,
'fallow,
Vegetable Fibre8

and
Manila Hemp.

(S d) D. W. TRATJ\IAN,
g . Supe,rilltendent,

Imports and Export!!o.

Impo.rts and Exports atflce,
Hongknng, 8th March, 191£1.
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Impol'ts and Exports Office,
Hongkong, 4th February, 1919.
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CIRCULATI NO. n.
. the United Kingdom.

Tra~tshipment of Goods 10 ' . d from the Secretary of
1 has bef.'H receIveThe following te egram ,oJ

~tate {or the Colonies:-

CIRCULAR No.9.

Transbipment Cargo. . .

. . - 60 of the 27th December, 1918, It 18
'With reference to Clr.cula~ N of ' Transhipment PermIts ~hall state

requested that all appncatlOlls 01 th QU 4 Y7'ITY of the goods

~:waddltlOn to the 7:~~e~a~;s~~c~~~~~'frei~ht 1; to be cha~ge~l:i~ilt~~~
concerned III terms 0 1 01' any other measure Y

... tons va ue, '. es
weight. measmcmen v t 'b calculated for freIght putpos. t lars
quantlt~ of the goods IS b~ Cit IS not essentIal that these ptal' IT~i~ be

Q Though desira e, 1 t on 18 ffi::l..de Pelll11 S \"Ii
~ tl time the app lea. 1 b e-.L w]wu

shOUld be gn ell at Ie d t on ,( Full partlculals to e glV l" tare
SIgned s,":bject to Ithe telonf~r~\' ard freight charges on a conslgnm~n

, ''In cases W 1E'U 1e
kno\\ n t the tIme of apphcatlOnnot kuo"\vu a

(Sd) D.
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2'2!l

(Sd.) D. W. TRATMAN,
Superintendent

Imports and Expo'rts.

.......---

Applications to imnort or ex 0 tgoods whatever th -. p r any of. the followin~
. e OrIgm or destmatlOn t 'J1

receIve the s-ignature of th S . mus stl
Assistants:- . e upenntendent or his

1. GOOns.

(Sd.) B, W. Cormack.

Imports and Exports Office

Hongkong, 26th May, ;919.

CIRCULAR NO. 16.

Import and Export Permits.

Un and after the 29th Ma .~pproval of Import and ExpoI'l'a191~" :~th the. exceptions stated below
l~'t,:ad of by signatnre, tbe obje:t"beli~agl~n, ';;111 behsig~ified by Starn;
o talDlDg such approval. 0 1'e uce t e tlme required for

Exceptions.

Imports and Exports Office

Hongkong, 1st April, ~919.

ClaCULAR NO. 14.

Firms are requested to note that .
empowered to sign all pef'mits for th Ml:. B. W. Cormack has been
1&19, His signature is shown below', e Supermtendent from the 1st April,

Imports and Exports Office

Hongkong, 13th May, ;919.

CIRCULAR NO. 15.

S Exportation of Sugar to B I '
ugar may now be e t d . e glUm.

:he , United Kingdom pro~fcJ:rde thto Bl~IglUm freely eitber direct or via
errrto~y: . e U lmate destination is in Allied

. ShIppers should, however .
hcences required for the d . '. satIsfy themselves that the' t
obtained. a mISSIOn of Sugar into Belgium ha 1mb

P
o,rII • ,ve een

(Sd.) D. W. TRATMAN,
Supe.rintendent,

Imports and Exports.

(Sgd,) D. W. TRATMAN,
Superintendent.

Imports and Exports.

Imports and Exports Office,
Hongkong, 27th March, 1919.

CIRCULAR NO. 13.

3. The following are examples of the working of this rule:-
(a) Copper is in Class B. and therefore pr.ohibited for exp·ort

to any non-British destination. Consequently a consign
IDent of Copper arriving from the United Kingdom could
not be transhipped to Canton unless accompanied by

fONIl S. 73.
(b) Rubber, jute manufactures (as distinct hom raw jute)

and all articles nClt specifically mentioned in the Gazettes
referred to are in Class C. and ma;y therefore be tran
shipped without forID S. 73 to any country except Russia
and certain countries in Europe (see definition of Class

C.)
4. It should ,be borne in mind that the export prohibitions publish.

ed in the Gazette have in many cases been made subject to extensive
relaxations and that these ,relaxations remailIJ unimpaired by the new
list. of prohibitions. On the other hand, these relaxations have never
been extended to the articles in question when imported from the United

Kingdom.

Exporta.tion of Tin.

(Sgd.) D. W. TRATMAN,
Superintendent,

Imports and Exports,

M2

This may now be exported to satisfactory consignees in any country
which is not prohibited under Class C. in the Export Prohibition List.
The Countries so prohibited are European and Asiatic Russia and foreign
countries in Europe and on the Mediten a.nea.D except:-

France and French PosseSSIOns,
Italy a.nd Italian P0ssessions,
Portugal,
Belgium,
G.reece,
Spain,
MoroccO,

Reference. to London is no longer necessary.

226
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Aircr,aft,
Asphalt (Raw),
Bitumen (Raw),
Bauxite (Raw),
Butter-over 50 lbs.,
Cheese-over 50 lbs.,
Chrome Ore,
Coal and Coke,
Cotton, ,
Jute (Raw),
Lead-over 100 piculs,
Lead-Ore,
Mica, .
Oils and Fats, Animal and Vegetab~e (not m~

eluding essential oils)-over 10 plCuls,
Oleaginous Kernels, Nuta Seeds and Products

-over 10 piculs,
Rice-over 10 piculs,
Silver Coin and Bullion,
Spelter,
Tungsten (Wolfram),
Tungsten Ore (Wolframite),
Whalebone,
Wheat,
Wool (Raw),
Zinc Ore and Concentrates,
Arms,
Ammunition,

. (. I d' Sulphur and Saltpetre),ExplosIves mc u mg
Intoxicating Liquors,
Tobacco,
Opium,
Cocaine,
Morphine,

ORIGINS <I: DESTINATIONS. Applicatio~s to import from
or export to the following Coun~nesl wh~tever the
nature of the goods must still receIve the stgnature of
the Superintendent or his Assistants:-

Russia in Europe,
Norway,
Sweden,
Denmark,
Holland
Switzerland,
Turkey,
Bulgaria, .
and all Ports in those Countries

229

3. TR_1NSHIPlIlENT. All transhipment permits will be signed
as heretofore.

Spechoen applications, showing method of approval by stamp, are
annexed.

Note 1. All trade with Germany and Austria is still prohibited
except for those portions now occupied by the Armies of
the Associated Governments.

Note 2. The attention of merchants is drawn to the revised noti~
fication regarding Black Lists aprearing in the Gazette
of 16th May.

ll{ote 3. Import restrictions are in force in the United Kingdom,
France, Belgium, Italy and elsewhere and the approv·al of
an export application for any of those destinations implies
no guarantee that the gauds are not prohibited under
such restrictions.

(Sd.) D. W. TRATMAN,

Superintendent,

Imports and Exports.

1m ports and Exports Office,

Hongkong, 29th May, 1919.

CIRCULAR NO. Ii.

Expert of Rice to Australia.

Australia appears to be calling for Rice from Hong-kong in quantI
ties out of proportion to her purcbases here in 19]8 and it is necessary in
the interests of the Oolony at large that any abnormal movement of Rice
should be prevented.

'Total prohibition of exportation to Australia is not contemplated
but it may be necessary to refuse permission for large shipments.

lvferchants proposing to make shipments exceeding 30 tons by any
lolle stea..."Ile.r are therefore advised to consult this Department before
closing business.

(Sd.) D. W. TRATMAN,

Superintendent,

Imports and Exports.

I~pOl ts and Exports Office,

Hongkong, 31st May, 1919.

CIRCULAR NO. ]8.

-Exports to Norway, Sweden, Denmark,

Holland and S\vitzerland.

Any goods, except those in the Schedule below, may now be export
ed from Hongkong to the above Countries provided the goods are in
~\"e~y .case consigned to the appropriate importing association (e.g. S.S.S.
lr, SWltzerland._N.o.T. in Bolland) for acCfJunt of the actual consignee.



Firms are requested to note that Mr. J. A. O. V. RIBEIRO ha~
been empowered to sign all Import and Export Permits for the Superin
tendent from the 20th June, 1919. His signature is shown below.

Firms are requested to note that all rice intended for transhipment
at this port for destinations other than China, Japan, U nitcd States ~f

}\merica, Oentral and South America and the Philippine Islands Dlust for
the pl'esent be accompanied by a Consular Certificate from the purt of
shipment, stating the ultimate destination.

(Sgd.) C. W. BECKWITH,
Supel'inten-: ... nt,

Imports and Exports.

(Sgd.) D. W. TRATMAN,

Su~erintendent~

Imports and Exports.

CIRCULAR NO. 20.

Imports ana Exports Office,

Hongkong, 19th June, ]919.

(Sgd.) C. W. BECKWITH,
Sl.lperintendent,

Imports and Exports.

Imports and Exports Office,

Hongkong, 6th June, 1919.
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Tapioca,
Tin,
Tin Ore,
Tungsten,
Tungsten Ore,
\Vhalebone,
""~heat,

vVool,
Zinc Ore and concentrates,

M2

CIRCULAR NO. 19.

Transhipment of Rice.

(~U.) J. A. C. V. Ribeiro

Schedu.lr,.

Aircraft,
Ammun ition,
Asbestos,
Asphalt, raw,
Eitumen, raw,
Bauxite, fa"..",
Butter,
Cheese,
Ohr,orne Ore,
Ooal,
Coke.
Cocaine,·
Copper,
Copper Ore,
Ootton,
Explosives,
Ferro alloys,
Firearms of all kinds,
Gambier,
Hemp,
Jute,
Lead,
Lead Ore,
Manganese Ore,

Mica,
Oils and fats, animal and vegetable.
Oleaginous kernels, nuts, seeds and products.

Opium,
Paraffin wax,
Rattans,
Rice,
Rubber,
Sago,
Silve.l' coin and silveT bullion,

Spelter,
Sugar,

230
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. tha.t these associations refuse! to
1f it is found by the co~slgnbee . d to the inter-allied Trade

. . t the goods may e conslgne . d
Accept conslgnmen C I Stockholm and ChristianIa an
Oomroitte~.at the ~ague, Be~~~ni:~~l~ case of Switzetland.
to the BrItIsh ~egatlO~ at d t 1 to European Russia and the
Note :_This dispensatIOn oes no a·pp y

.Haltic Provinces.



CIRCUI,AR NO. 22.

232

CIltCULAR NO. 23.

CIRCULAR NO. 25.

Certificates of Origin are no Ion .
shipped from the United Kingdo d B

ger
] ~eqUIred fol' Belgium goo(ls-

rn an e glU:n ports.

Imports and Exports Office,

Hongkong, 2nd July, 19]9.

CIRCULAR NO. 24.

(Sgd.) C. W. BECKWITH
Superint:ndent,

Imports and Exports.

. ·With reference to shipment of goods to S d
I I we on and Denmark it

l
;h?-o onj!?er necessa.ry to consign to Inter A.Ilied Trad,'ng Ass()c,·at,.'on.

IS ,app les to goods not prohibited._see
May, 1919. C~rcular No. 18 of the 31st.

(Sgd.) C. W. BECKWITH.
Superin-kndent

Imports and Exp~rts.

Imports and Exports Office

Hongkong, 2nd JulYJ ~9·19.

(Sgd.) C. W. BECKWITH
Superint.e'ndent.

Imports and Exports.

I!)lport;.; and Exports Office

Hongkong, 30th July, ~919.

CIRC(~LAR KO. 26.

All firms 11o-lding stocks of R'
Office as Soon as possible a state Ice are r:quested to forward to this-
by them, the quality and dat r?nt sh0v.:mg the amount of rice held.
any forward conha.ct~ ente d c. ~ 1.mportatlOn, together with details of

re 100 m respect to such rice.

233

Imports and Exports Office,

Hongkong, loth September, 1919.

CIRCUI,AR ~o" 27.

On and after the lJth S t b
~xport applications '11 b . e~fiem er the approval of all l:nport ancr
signatu . WI e slgm ed bv a Rubber Rt .

re, wIth the exceptions noted b~low:_ .. am? mstead of by-

(Sgd.) C. W. BECKWITH,
Superintendent,

Imports and Exports.

Witb reference to shipments to Norway. it is no longer necessary
t,rJ consign to Importing Association or Official Consignees, but Export
ers should .s,atisfy themselv,es that goods arc not subject to ~orwegian
i:nport Restrictions. . .

In the case of Switzerland. consignees should proture certIficate
from Societe Surveillance Suisse in respect of goods consignable to such
body before arrival of goods in order to avoid dAIay. in delivery, but all
ot,he'f goods not prohibited may now be forwanle'l dIrect to purchasers.

Imports a.nd Exports Office,
Hongkong, 23rd J line. 1919.

Imports and Exports Office,

Hongkong, 24th June, 1919.

(Sgd.) C. W. BECKWITH,
Superintendent,

Imports and Exports.

(Sgd.) C. W. BECKWITH,
Superintendent,

Imports and Exports.

CIRCULAR NO. 21.

Exports to Black Sea Ports and Odessa..

M2

Imports amI Exports Office,

Hongkong, 20th June, 1919

Bills of Laaing and shipping manifests, except those covering ship
nlcnt of prohibited goods fOf Norway, Sweden, Denmark, Finland, Hol
land, No.rth l'tussia,' .and Switzerland, maJ: now be made ont <I TO
:.JRDER."

Shippers are requested to note that goods exported to Black Sea
Perts and destined for places inland may be liable to detention and that
shipments of cargo to Odessa will not be allowed.



Including Ore~ ahd
Conc~ntr.:ttes.

have been empowe.red to sign all permits.

TRADE W1l'H GERMANY.

Fums are requested t.o note that:-
Mr. O. J. Roe
Mr. H. A. Taylor

Mr. B. W. Cormack has been empowered to sign all permits other
than Rice.

Mr. F. Place da Silva. has been empowered to sign Liquor and
Tobacco Pernnits.

Specimens of the signa.ture of each of the above gentlemen are
in your possession. This cancels all previous advices, except Circular
No. 27 of 10/9/19 which will not be affected.

(Sgd.) H. ALAN TAYLOR,

Superintendent.
Imports and Export.s.

Imports and Exports Office,

Hongkong, 14th November, 1919.

CIRCULAR NO. 29.

.M2

(Sgd.) C. W. BECKWITH,

Superintendent.
Imports and Export~_

Hongkong, 12th January, 1920.
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Imports and Exports Office,

HongkongJ 18th December, 1919.
CIRCULAR NO. 30.

LiQUOR AND TOBACCO PERMITS.

On and after the 22nd December, 1919, the approval o~
all Liquor and Tobacco permit.s will be signified by an embossed impres
sion ()f the seal 0f this Department as shown below.

Dear Si:-._""Ve beg to ·advise having received letten:; from our pr~:
War ~orresoondents in Germany, but so far, such letters 'have been
immediately consigned to the waste paper basket.

. . . . ort any of the followi~g\.1) GOODS. ApplicatIOn to lmpolt o~ ~xP destination must still
Goods \vhatever the onglll

h
or S rintendent or his

receive the signature of t e upe
Assistants :-

Aircraft,
Chrome Ore,
Rice,
Silver Coin and Bullion.
Spelter.
AlumiulUm, I
Bismuth, II,

Copper,
LeaG. \
Nickel. (
rrin, \
Tungsten,
Zinc, J
Arms,

Ammunition, . Sulphul a.nd Saltpetre.
'I~xplosives, inc~lldml!

'Intoxicating LIquor:.",
Tobacco,
Opium,
Cocaine,

MOl'nhine. . . t import from
DE 'T/I' [1'IOJ·S. ApphcatlOns. 0 . the(2) ORIGIN &; '" .• 11' CountrIes whatevel

or export to the fo OWl~g fll receiv~ the signature.
nature of the Goods mus ~ 1 ista-nts:-
of the Superintendent or hIS Ass

Anstl'ia,
Bulgaria,
Germany,
Russia in Europe,

Turkey, Countries.
and all Ports in those

(s d) C W. BECKWITH,
.. g.. Superintendent:

Imports and Exports.

Imports 'lnd Exports Office,
Hongkong, 20th September, 1919.

CIRCULAR NO. 28 . placed
C nveniion Ordinance, Sugar IS . m

By the repeal of th~ Sugar, '0 th r cargo not oovered .by OPlU
b

,
t' for Import as 0 e . It must e

01~ the sa~eTf~~a~~~ Ordinances. An oJl'dinadry Im~o:ft t~;r~lassiflcation
Llquor an t be declared un cr on
taken out and the Sugar mus

List Headings. (Sgd.) R. ALLAN TAYLOR, d t
Supe.rmten en ,

Imports and Export!
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H. J. BRETT,
Commercial Secretary of Legation.

The Secretary,
HOIlgkong General Chamber of Commerce.

Office of the Commercial Secretary
to H. M. Legation, Peking,

New Government Building,
Hongkong, 18th October, 1919.

Dear I:lir,-I beg to inform you that I am in receipt of a Despatch
fro...'ll the Department of Overseas Trade on the subject of the British
Industries Fairs to be held in London, Birmingham and Glasgow during
the period February 23 l to Malrch 5, 1920. These Fairs have received very
strong support from British manufacturers and the products exhibited
should be of gl~eat interest to overseas buyers.

The Fairs are not Exhibitions in the ordinary sense of the word,
admission being by invitation only and being restricted to persons se:rious~
l.y interested in the participating trades. A supply of tickets of admission
is being fo,rwarded to me by the Department 0f Overseas Trade, anu I
shall be glad to furnish one to any me'nber of yonI' Chamber, whether of
British 81' other nationality, who ma.y be contemplating a trip to England
ip.. the spring of next year, and would like to visit these Fairs, or who may
desire to secure a card of invitation for the finn's representative in the
United Kingdom.-Yours. etc.,

BRITISH INDUSTRU<:S FAIRS.

ELECTRICAL INSTALLATIONS.

Fire Insurance Association of Hongkong,

Hongkong, 231'd December, 1919.

Dear Sir,-At a meeting of the Committee of this Association held
.resteJday a copy of a. lett€r addres:'lcd by Mr. B. L. Frost to the Govern
ment on the subject of electric installation ot tIle }(am Ling Hotel, 'Vest
Point was submitted.

The whole situation both from the lire insul'ance and pubUc interests
points of view was discussed, and it was resolved that the Association
should approach the Chamber of Commerce with a view to legislation
being enacted and enforced having for its object the protection of the
public against electrical work installed by unqualj'fied persons.

It appears to our Committee that no insta.llation work should hn
undertaken by individuals or firms who have not passed some form of test,

Stephens & Co., Ltd.,
Hongkong.

Messrs. H.

Hongkong General Ch'aIllber of Commerce,
Hongkong, 19th January, 1920.

h t B 'tish Merchants arc uncertain
Sir _-You a,re probably a\~are t a .1'1 business with Germany and

whether ~r not they can prope!~! enga¥e ~~rial pronouncement as to the
Austria. and appear to be awaI mg an ill

exact situation. t definite expression of opinion
. My Committee direct n~eh.t~ rt~que~vil~be obliged.-I am, etc.,

from your Government, for" IC ley

E. A. M. WILLIAMS,
Secretary.

The Secretary,
Hong Kuug General Chambel' of Commerce.

Hongkong General Oha:.~~ber of Commerce,
Hongkong, 19th January, 1920.

ur lettor of the 12th inst., sO far as my
~ear S~.rs,-In reply to yo is n~w nothing to prevent any

CommIttee IS' aware, there . relations with Germany or
British Merchant entering into bbusmes~t' a lead from the Imperial
Austria but Merchants appear to e awal mg

Authorities, "'tl the loca1 Government for a definite
I am cornmu~llcatmg WI

h
1

, 1 hen received.-Yours, etc.,
ruling and will advIse you of t elf rep y w

E. A. M. WILLIAMS,
Secretary.

The Honourable
'The Colonial Secretary.

N 2

. . th t some Hong Kong firms have
We have receive~ mfor~atlOn m:n and Austria, but as we wish

already opened up busmes~ wlt~ hGe~ Ymembers of the Chamber, we
to act strictly in .conf~rmtty w~~l k~ndrr inform us what action (if any)
shall be much oblIged If you w . ~ r fig with the above named
has been taken by our members III ea 1

countries. .,. t' f yonI' kind reply.-We are, etc.)Thanking you III antIclpa lOll or

H. StephenB & Co., Ltd.
H. STEPHENS,

Managing Director.

I

I



Enclosure.

OLAUD SEVERN,
B. L. Frost, Esq., Colonial Secretary,

c/o 'rh~ ~a.stern Extension, Australasia
anu ChmH, Telepraph Co., Ltd.,

Hongkong.

Colonial Secretary's Office

. Hongkong, 11th December, ~919
SIr. - 1 am directeu to acknowleJ tl . .

f?r YOUl' lett~1' of the 28tll Novembe ge 1: lecelpt of an.d to thank you
I\..am Lin" Hotel at West _> • t : re~ardlllg the ElectrIC plant at the
takcn to improve matt. ~ °lm ,an to mform you that action has been

en:.- am, etc.,

B. L. FROST.
C.::If. G.,To the Hon. :J.Ir. Claud Severn

Colonial Secretary. '

}' 2

. .At the time of illy visit I :N
LIghting of the building was be'· as~ .l-{od~daj- afternoon, the whole of the
b

n
. mg Iun lrect from th t I

....mg no low tension switchbo ' d '. e rans ormers there
The ends of the circuits leadin~t~ :0 ma.m SWItches ~nd. no main fuses.
up on the ,raJI the bare wir b l;> 1 fll parts of the bmldmg were joined
bamboo o\"e1' his shoulder c~uI~I~l~Ve t e~posed so that a coolie carrying a
ther and PItt such a load on th e easily shorted severa,} of them toge
have broken down with disast ,e transformers tha.t they would probably
would probably he plunged i~~~s dconsequences. Most of the building
place thronged with Ol,,'n arkness the result 0.£ which in Q.

b
. . esc men ""-omen and I ·Id

etter Imagined than described. ' C II ren as I f:aw them, is

No not.ices \varning employes or otl -
results of tou~hing any of the live wires . l~rs as to. the very dangerous
waR displayed and the generator l' 01 W at to do l.ll the event of shock
food on it" which is also against allo~m h1atd. three beds and a table with

'1'1 1,r 1egu a IOns
Ie ~'1anager of the General Ele t' ..,'

plan~, told me that permission to iustaIl
C
t~~ Cfmp~ny, who s1!pplied the

Publlc "'orks Department \"1 I IS P ant ad. been gIven by the
•. • .. • '¥ lOever t 1e person th t

mISSIOn IS, I have not the least J,e 't t·· . a gave the per.
I l

SI a Ion m sayIng t d . .
ance 0 t Ie Rules regulating electric Ii ht. ' .ac e In gross Ignor~
the ver~T senons consequences wh· ...1 gl.klUIg and WIthout understanding

P 'd I" 1 Ule 1 e y to occur
_leSl cs thes,e faults in the e ' t" .

gal'll en lights which are carried' g nelfa I,mg pla~t I f~)Und th~t the roof

I
,manvo t1cm onlronp, t d d

connectec. IIp with ordinary fte 'bl ~. I' pe s an ar s, were
no support. ""Vhete the wire :~t:r:v~r~h:un.g bet~een the standards with
at tapIng but there were no bu!':l f . pIpes. t ere was some -attempt
l~cen. This class of wire is totaU;1~~fi;~0~~sula~IOn.as ~here sh?uld have
SOurce ?E uangcr to the building. outSIde lIghtmg and IS another

. Tllel'c could not possibly have b
Hlsnhtinll of the systeIu d h . een .any proper test ta·ken of the

an ow an unfimsheJ I t I h .
one eould ha n"1 been allO\ved t b dIP an 0 t e 8Ize of this

I trust, Sir that "ou ,v,'lo] ~ ustel' . cannot understand.
. ' ,y gIve 11S matter y . d·

nus cOllslClcl'at,ion as,. although no trouble has' cur Imme late. and seri~
have a spell of wet weather it is impo'bl t occurred so far, should we
I have, etc., ' SSI e 0 say! what ma.y happen.---..;

Hongkong
J

28th November, 1919.

Deell' Sil',-A short time ago there was- published in the local press.
an account vI tbe opening of a new Chinese Hotel at \Vest Po,int and in
that account particulars were given of the electric lighting plant for the

building.
It was stated that the plant was an alternating one of 2290 volts

(educed by three transformers to no volts and that the load consisted of
more than l~OOO lamps, two lifts arid H, number -at fans.

Those of the engineering profession who read that acoount were
very much astonished tha.t such a plant should have heen allowed in a
bujlding and even doubted the accul'U'cy of it as it is against all Board or
Trade, Institution of Electrical Engineer and Fire Insurance. Rules.

Besides the a.uthorities mentioned a.bove the Local Ordinance ex·
pressly lay;.; down that the pressure of a· supply shall not exceed the limit
of low pressme (250 volts) except for special purposes, for which a medium
pl'essure may be given on the consumer undertaking to comply with the
following conditions: This is followed by a series of very stringent re
gulations which apply to a voltage not exceeding 650. Not one of these
regula.tions have been carried out in this plant although of 2200 volts.

From enquiries which 1 made I found that the acoount was correct,
I. also found out who had supplied the installation and by the courtesy of
it gentleman connected with the work on the building I was shewn over

the Hotel.
I did not expect to find anything very elaborate in the plant bl't

was quite unpreJPa-red to fhid the truly scandalous way in which it had

been installed.
I will confine my remarks to the electrical plant. The Generator

which is a belt driven one is loCtated in a small room in the basement and
h3ld an iron rail round it. The three transformers stood on the floor
within a few inches of the rail without anythin~ to protect anyone from
touching their cas,es as should have been. The switchboard extended
partly across the room the back of it quite open so that anyone C011ld tOll"h
the high tension terminals, and a regulator was put up without any pre-·
tf'nce ~t insulation whatever.

The hig-h and low tension wires are carried on the 8':ime board. the
f-:-.'v tp:m:ion from the transformers below the H. T. This would not be
toler$l,ted in any other place in the world.

J'hp. Secretary,
Hongkong General Chamber of Commerce.
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either administered by an electrical expert of the P.W.D· (whom they at
present do not possess) or by a Board of Electrical Engineers constituteu

b,Y Government.
Installations using the current of the Hongkong Electric Co. or the

China Light and Power Co. art' already or could be approved by the~e
Companies before joining up, but private installations, which afC Oll the
increase, should be subject to stringent regulations.-Yours, etc..

LOWE, BINGHAM & MATHEWS,
Secretarie,s.
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WILLIAMS,

Secretary.

A. G. M. FLETOHER
Colonial s.ec~etary.

Chamber of Commerce.

Chamher of Commerce.

The Secretary,
Hongkong General

Hongkong General Ohamber of Commerce,

D '.' Hongkong, 8th November, 1919
ear 81r,-"W lth reference to the l' . . --

the Exchange Banks to ha S t d ap~ lCahon to the Government by
Ho~iday, which applicationv:~sas~r ~~t ~7th De?embe-r declared a Bank
to ~nfo~ you that the GovernmeI~thave by thIS ,chamber, I have now
notl.ficatlOn to this effect will be pub!' h d~ccehded to the request, and a
Yours, etc.. IS e In t e Government Gazette.~

E. A. M.

The M,anaper,

Chartered ~ank of India, Australia and China
IIongkon~. .
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Chartered Bank of India, Australia & China

D . Hongkong, 12th Novemb",r '1919
ear Slf,-The Exchan e B k' ,.

2J.d and Saturdav the 3rd J g ,an s are deSIrous of making Friday thE>'
closi?g of their B10aks at th:neu:~y~/:~Bank Holidays to facilitat~ the
applIed to the Government f . th . y~ar, and we have acc-ordinglv
the Ohamber will give its supO;ort: sanctIonI: "Ye shall feel obliged i~

our app lOa-tlOil.-Yours, etc.,

J. L. CROOKATT,
Manager.

BANK HOLIDAYS, 2ND AND 3RD JA~UARY, 1920.

Colani,a,} Secret.ary's Office

S'. Hongkong, 6th November ~919
lr,-With reference to your 1 tt . ,.

ed to inform you that His Excellenc e her of the 31s~ October, I am direct.
ed .Saturday, the 27th Decemb . y t e Governor-m-Council has appoint.
HolIday. el, 1919, to be observed as a Genelral

A notification will be published in
Gazette to this effect -T t the Hongkong Governmenta.m e a·~ .

The Secretary,
Hongkong General

J. L. CROCKATT,
Manager.

K A. M. WILLIAMS,
Secretary.

Charfered Bank of India AustJralia & China,
Hongkong, 31st October, 1919.

Dear Sir,-'rhe Exchange Banks ale unanimous in suggesting that
Ratul'day, the 27th December, ]919, be declared a· Bank Holiday. in
addition to the usual general holidays on rrhursday, the 25th and Friday.
the 26th December, and we have accordingly applied to the Government
f01' their sanction. We shaH feel obliged if the Chamber will give it~~
support to our application.-Yours, etc.,

The Honourable
The Colonial Secretary.

Hongkong General Chamber of Commerce.,
Hongkong, 31st October, 1919.

Sil',-vVith reference to the application of the Exchange Banks to
t.he Government to have Saturday, 27th December, 19191 declared a Bank
Holiday, I am directed by my Committee to state that the applicati3Pli
~as the slID!lOrt of this Chamber.-I have, etc.,

E. A. M. WILLIAMS,
The Honourable Secretary.

The Colonial Secretary.

BAKK HOLIDAY, 27th DECEMBER, 1919.

Hongkong General Chamber of Commerce~
Hongkong, 19th January. 1920.

8i1',--1 am directed to approa<:h you with regard to the danger aris
mg from Electrical Installation work undertaken by indiviuals or firms
possessing little or no qualification for this class of work.

It appears to my Committee that legisl,a.tion IS necessar,y to prevent
a considerable and increasing danger to the community.

It is suggested by my Committee that if the P.W.D. do not already
possess the services of a first class electrioal expert, such should be secur
ed, and legislation enacted obliging individuals or firms undertaking in
stallation work, and not possessing recognised qualifications, to pass an
3,vproved form of test a-dministered by such expert.

Tile. legislation could enact that installations proposing to use the
cunent of the Hongkong Electric Co. or the China Light and Power Co.
must. be approved by those Companies before being joined- up, but private
installations, which are on the increa-se, should be subject to most stringent

regulations.-I am, etc.,

ThE" Secretary,
Hongkong General Chamber of Commerce.
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VANCOUVER HARBOUR.

Yancollver HMbo'lr Commissioners,
Vancouver, B.C:. 20th October, 1919.

Office of the Commercial Secretary
tv H. M. Legation, Peking,

New Government Building,
Hongkong, 28th November, 1919.

Dear Sir,-I beg to enclose herewith copy of a letter addressed bv
the Vancouver Harbour Commissioners to His Majesty's Consul Genera}
at Oanton and transmitted to me by him.

It is not improbable that a similar Communication may have reacherI
you direct from the Harbour Commissioners, but if the matter has not
already been dealt with I would suggest that it mig.ht be considered by
your Committee, and 1 shaH he glad to tr.ansmit any recommendations.
which they may consider !!dvi~'1ble.-iours,etc.,

H. J. BRETT,
Commercial Secretary of Legation.The Secretary,

Hongkong General Chamber of Commerce.

(Sd.) W. D. HARNE,
Secretary.

British Consul~

Canton, China.

Sir,-The Vancouver Harbour Commissioners are deeply concerned
with the futuIe potentialities of the Port of Vancouver in relation to
trans-Pacific commerce and the requirements of business communities ill'
the Orient.

You Ita.ve, no ·doubt. a:read.y formed impressions of the significance
of the present circumstances, or it may be) deficiencies, of this
Port, in considering the service required of it by the commercial
interests within your sphere of influence, I am instructed to expreds the
hope that J'OU can kindly see your way to favour the Commissioners witt
your views on this subject at early convenience. Any criticism, sugges-.
tions or advice from you, or through you from importing or expvrting
corporations of your acquaintance, will be warmly welcomed by the
Commissioners as it is their earnest desire to energetically mould future'
development in line with intelligent appreciation of every consideration
tending towards expansion of business between the Port of Vancouver
and Oriental shipping points.

It is hoped that the Commissioners can count on your sympathetic
and helpful interest in the welfare of tIteir responsibility alld I am
Instructed to assure you that your reply to this communication will be
highly valued._I :lm, etc.,

J\.. G. 1<1. FLETCHER,
Colonial Secretary.

R2

Colonial Secretary's Offic~

Hongk~mg, 13th November, 1919.

f th 12th November, I a.m
SirI-With reference to ,your le~ter 0 the eGovern~r_in_Oouncilhas

directed to inform yo~ thFatodHlS ~xc:~~n~~d Saturday the 31'd January,
been pleased to appomt r1 aye. •

1920, to be observed as. General bH10lhld~Ys: the Hongkong Government
A notification wIll be pu IS e m

Gazette to this effect.-I am, etc.,

24~

Hongkong General Chamber of Commerce,

Hongkong, 13th November, lO~n.

. . t' t th Government lJy
Dear Sir.-With reference .to th:h~p~~J~;a~~o; S~turday the 3rd Jan~

the Exchange Banks to have ~rIday hich a lication was supported ,
uary, 1920, declared Bank Hohd~y~, ~ ou PJ.at the Government .have
this Chamber, I have now to lf~fio17 Y to this effect will be publIshed
acceded to the request, and a notI ca IOn
in the Government Gazette.-Yours, ere.,

E. A. M. WILLIAMS,

fhe Secretary,
General Chamber of Commerce.Hongkong

The Honourable
The Colonial Secretary.

The Manager, . d Cl .
Chartereu Bank of India, Aus(raha an nna,

I10ngkcTl ~.

Hon'gkong General Chamber of Commerce,
Hongkong, 12th N ovembe'r ~ 1919.

. . f the Exchange Banks to
. Sir,-'With reference to the apphcat101 ~ tm,day the 3rd January,
the Government to have..Friday, ~: ~~~:~d b~ my o'ommittee to state
1920 declared Bank Ho!udhays, I t f this Charrnber -I have, etc.,
that the appLication has t e suppar 0 .,

E. A. M. WILLIAMS,
Secretary.



Hongkong DYES.

E. A. M. WILLIAMS,
Secretary.

Chamber of Commerce.

The Secretary,
Hongkong General

Colonial Secretary's Office,
Hongkong, 10th October, 1919.

Sir,-I am directed to fonval'd for the considerawoI1 of your Cham
ber a copy of a report with enclosure'S on ~he subject of the testing of
wood oil, which has been received from Ole Government Analyst.

Dr. Lubatti has been instructed to communicate direct with you.
I am, etc.,

CLAUD SEVERN,
Colonial Seoreta.ry.

TESTING OF WOOD OIL.

The Secretary,
Associntion of ExpJrters and Dealers of Hongkong.

HOllgkong General Chambeil' of Commerce
1

Hongkong, 15th October, 1919.

Dear Sir,-I enclo1:ie herewith copy of a letter received from tbe
Government covering a report by the Government Analyst all the subject
of the testing of Wood Oil.

This is a matter which comes more directly under your pruvince,
and my Committee will be glad if your Association will deal direct with
the Government on the subject.--Yours, et,..,

Hongkong General Chamber of Comme.rce,
Hongkong, 11th December, 1919.

8i1',-1 am directed to address you with reference to Government
Kotification No. 554 concerning the importation of Dyes and Dj'e-stuffs.

My Committee understand from the Commercial Secretary of Lega
tion that Government appreciates the fact that fully 95% of the Dyes and
Dye-stuffs imported into this Colony are for sale to Ohina Proper and
that to interfere with this trade would not oblige the consumer to use the
British produce but merely drive the business away to Oanton and else
where.

Generai Chamber of Commerce,
Bvngkong, 16th January. 1920.

r to acknowledge receipt of your letter of
Si1',-1 have the hon~u ·tl~ V nCOliver Harbour improvements.

2nd ult. with e.nclosure deahn~ WI, d ~ the Marine Superintendent (Jf
The subJect has been lefer:e °Ltd and n.lso publici tv givcn to

the Canadian Pacific Ocean ScrvlCes. ., <d· t 'd 12th ])ece~\ber 191~.
. h ('h b ' Monthly R.eoort a e '·1 bthe matter In t e J am er s., -. d b th Ch'l.ffiber Wl) e

Wh;1tever suggestions may be reC81ve Y e <

transmitted to you in due course.-Yours, etc.,

Capt. Davies, .
Marine Supermtendent, .
- Ca.nadian Pa.cific Ocean ServIces, Ltd.,

Hongkong.

G I Ohamber of Commerce,Hongkong eneTa <

. Hongkong, 16th January, 1920.

.. . r information copies of letters
Dear' Sir -I enclose herewIth fOI youL ,f for South Ohina and

received frOID the Oommercial ~ecret~'Yv~;n;::tl~~th enclosure dealing
the Colonial Secretary, Hong ang 0

H b r improvements. Ch b rwith Vancouver ar o~ d of ' . n possibl" assist the am e
My Committee ,..rIU be gia 1 you ca fIt th~ Vancouver Harbour

b' offering any suggestions that may be use u 0

O~mmissioners. . tl t the matter has been referred to
I am advising the Government la· <

you.-Yours, etc., E. A.. M. \VILL1AMS't
Secre ary.

E.•~. M. WILLIAMR,
Secretary.

fhe Secretary, C e
Hongkong General Chamber of ommerc.

The HOPI)urable
The Colcnial Secretary.

S 2

Colonial Secretary's Office,
Hongkong, 2nd December, 1919.

·d t" of ,,'our Chu·n·. I d" t d to forward for the cons! era lOll J •

81r,- am lree e tt f m the Vancouver Harbour C0mmHi·
ber the enclosed copy of a. Ie e1' ~o f ' . h d with an expression of the
sioners and to request that I ma.y .e mnlS aero etc.

.. f th (~haIDber on the subject. I J J
OpInIOn 0 e

CLAUD SEVER~.

Colonial Secretary.
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d h t Government would welcome
My Committee further under~tan t a . t be observed with the

I t h Impenal Decree IS 0 ..
8. suggestion as to lowe. h' the Imperial Anthontlcs
least interference with T.rade .untll s~c tt,mtehas emoval of an enactment

. d "th th a VIew 0 e r h'can be communlcate WI WI . '. tically useless so far as t 1:-;
which in the opinion of my Committee 18 prae

Colony is concerned. d l' dyes and dye-stuffR shouJ(l
It is suggested that licc,:ces Ito tela lllupvn such firms JOC1klng or

II i1.. • applymg o.r 1cm . t
be oTunted to a ulffiS h' tat'on IS for re-expor .-
signing a declarat-ion to the effect that t e Impor .

I have, etc., E. A. M. WILLIAMS,
Secretary.

The Honour"ble
The' Colonial Secretary.

------

PEAK HOSPITAL.

Hongkong. 2r:ith November. 1919.

. . brinO' before the notice of the Ch~mber the
Dear Srr,-We d~s~re tO

I
th 0 Colony with reference to pnvate hos'

present and future POSltlOu 0 e
pital accommodation at the Peak.

History. ag"
, .. l' was erected some twenty yea,:s .

The present Peak Hosplta R .,' d it has been malO tam.
I 'II t'O' n Stedman and enme an . I

by the firm 0 ar loa . H t d Marriott a minonty a
"d mainIv by Drs. Stedman, Renm.e. I arslon,. an For some considerah1f:
., .1. • d tl adlea pro eSSlOll. •
shares being held OutSl e 1C hIll ... ent building ir. utterly inadequate t."
time past we< ~ave felt th.at ~ t~ P;~lOny for private hospital accommoda-
meet the growIng demands 0 e .

tion. . nt rivate company which owns the
It is suggested that the prese H p 't 1 Ltd should be wound up

Peak llospital, known as The P
d

eakt1 OSPs'na,'ces or' t,he Chamber of Com-
.' f cd un er ne au. . d tl tand a new company arm 'Id' h Id be pulled down an HI. .

I cnt bm lUg s OU . IDlcrce; fmtller that t1.e p~es. H hould be erected in Its pace.
s. mod~Tn fully equipped Nursmg orne s

Site.
site which is unrivalled for the

Tile ' nresent building occupies a h P k Tram
vicinity to t e ea ... th Colony Its near It POSlpurpose III e . h to visit01 s and patients. s -

st.ation renders it easy of access bot.: hillside, ensures a cool breeM
tion on a plateau, with no surrounding
t.hroughout the Summer months.
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Acoommodation.

We suggest that there should be accommoda.tion for 20 first class and
10 second class beds, the former entailing separate rooms the la'tter two
wards of 5 beds each. Sep,arate quarters should be provided for thA
nursing staff and in these quarters there should also be accommodation for
:2 priv.ate nurses for outside v.i.siting; these nurses would be employed on
specin.l duty for critical cases in the Home and would only be employed
(Juts ide when their presence in the Home is not required.

Style and Designation.

We would suggest that the Institution should be known as 'The
Peak Nursing Home' thus eliminating the word I Hospital' to which many
people have an a,version, and more accurately d~scl'ibing the nature of
the Institution.

Administr,ation.

The HOlllfj should be conducted on self supporting lines under a.
Committee of management composed of Bwdness men and registered
medical practitioners. A medical superintendent would reside close t

the Home, to ensure immediate attendance in critical cases at night time
but cases should be admitted under the ca,re of any medical pl'actitione,r
duly registered in the Colony.

Under such a scheme continuity of treatment would be ensured.
the same doctor being Tesponsib)e £or the patient's admission to the
Home, his trea,tment in the Home and Ilis ~u.pel'vision during convale
stence, such continuity of treatment bp.ing of the utmost importance tu
n:'IT:.s from an economical point of view.

Fmar~ciaL

It is roughly estimated that the cost of such a scheme would
be in the neighbourhood or $300:000. The initiat outlay for pur.
chase of site, rebuilding, including quarters for the nursing staff.
would in a hospital of 30 beds be about $280,000 amI' any' sum .;n
excess of this would be for equipment.

One of Us (G.M.H.) has approached the Government fvr
support in the scheme. such supPo,rt to be in the nature of a
subsidy in return for the privilege of admission of Government.
Officials and Servants. It is hoped that the Government will on
the representation of the Chambe'r of Commerce recognise the
urgent necessity of such a' scheme. At the present time there is
no male hosnita,l accommodation on the Peak for Government
Serv.ants it i~ therefo,re in the interests of the Government to
render substantial assistance towards any rebuilding scheme in
addition to an annual grant in aid of maintenance.
We would be ready to attend any Committee meeting of the OhR.m

bel' to discuss matters in fuller detail. The matter which has been held
over during war conditions, is of some urgency. A large number of shares
in the present institution are in the hands of shareholders outs<ide the
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M. G. DANIEL.

Archdeacon.

of Commerce.

The Secretary,

Hongkong General Chamber

E. A. M. WILLIAMS,
Secretary.

, I hope that the Chamber of Com ..
tc reach Our destination which i ' d m;rce WIll gIVe us a helping hand
Yours, etc., ,s rna e ree from the Turkish slavery._

REPATRIATION OF ARSYRIANS.

Astor House Rotel

Rongkong, 26th N ovember, ~919.

pear Sir~-I have some of our Ass ria R f
to ~he1l' homes in Mesopotamia and thY. n e ugees who are returning
theIr Pussage and I shall be pleased if ehneed some money to pay for
be able to help us for som P t .e Ohamber of Commerce could
Me.sopotamia.. I have alreadye sen~s~ciieR~oney to H.1~. 's new Col'Ony,
Chma. e ugees from SIberia and N ort:l

Archdeacon M G D . I. • aIlle ,

Astor House Rotel,
Hongkong.

Hongkong Gene,ral Chamber of Comme,rce,

Hongkong, 11th December 1919.

V . '
~ enerable 811',--1 am directed t k

2"th November seeking help from m 0 ac nowledge your letter of t~le
of your nationals from Siberia and N~r~hh~~~ne: towards the repat··j:ltion

h' I 'aim to state that no funds exist who h .i IS. pu.r~ose and that in the opinion of t~C C
the

O.ommlttee cuuld use for
Or mdividual action.-Yours tc e ommIttce the matter js one,e .,

Dear Sirs,-Your'lette,r or 25th November relative to ~,he Peak
Hospital was discussed and fully consiucl'eu at the monthly meeting o[ my
Committee held on Tuesday the 9th in-st.

The unanimous oDinion of the Committee was that this question is
one entirely outside the province of a Ohamber of Oommerce.

As regards further or improved Hospital accommodation, my Com
mittee conside.r this is to be a matter for Government tOI undertake, but
there is no doubt that a private Nur·sing Home fulfills a real need and
c(.uld probably be considered as a commerclal proposition.

A concrete scheme in the shape of a, prospectus aaking for public
support would undoubtedly bring forth applications for shares from most
firms desiring to secure accommodation for their staffs in case of sickness
nnd Olltport firms could also be approached.

At first s~ght it would appear that the initial cost mentioned by you
would be t()O high to permit of a ,reasonable yield! and presumably you
have appreciated this possibility as you write of a Government subsidy.

Perhaps mo'st rums would not expect a return on such an invest·
ment hut they would expect such an institution to be self supporting.

. The ~itc is, as you say, eicellent, but the cost seem~ very large and
to obtain support you would have to convince the business man that a
suitable sit,e could not be obtained elsewhere, and the requisite building
(.-q'ected at a much less cost.-Yours, etc.,

E. A. M WILLIAMS,
Secretary,
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Hongkong General Chamber of Commerce.
Hongkong, 11th December, 1919.

Drs. G. Moniague lIarston &. O'swald Mn;oriott,

Rongkong.

G. MONTAGU HARSTON,
OSWALD MARRIOTT.

V 2

E. A. M. Willis-ms, Esq.,

Secretary,
Hongkong General Ohamber of Commerce.

Uo]ony who have no further interest in the institution, and who may be
desirous oE withdrawing their ca.-pital; in this case we as the remaining
a.ctive participato.rs, would be unable to carryon the pre-sent state of
affairs and would be reluct~ntly forced to close down.-We are, etc.,
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RICE SHIPMENTS TO THE U.S.A.

Hongkong General Chamber of Oommerce, 919
Hongkong, 25th January, 1 .

. I in herewith telegraphic replyDear 8ir,-1 have pl.easure m. e~c OSt gthis Chamber's telegram of
from the San Franc.isco R~ce Asso~loa:;~tteOe await your further instruc
10th instant, .regardmg whIch my
tions.-Yours, etc.,

E. A. M. WILLIAMS,

Secretary.

The Secretary,

. t' f EXDorters and Dealers ofAssocla IOn 0 •

Hongkong.

. f th San FranciscoTranslation of telegram receJved rom e

Rice Association on 25/1/19.

d ision one surveyor aloDe Suggest t~at
Rice-cannot agree to l.e~ve t~hamber of Commerce San FrauClsco. ht of appeal be left to decIsIOn 0 I .

rIg . . t necessary calms. d' .
not final merely to ehroma e un . ht tificate final only on con It.lon

We agree to Hongkong v:eIg
s ~r , will necessitate sellers

that entire ,shipme~ts. are ,,;elghed ot erWlse

guaranteeing full shIppmg w~lghts. . ht certificate.
Suggest Cap't. Branch Issues WClg

RICE ASSOCIATION.

Hongkong General Chambe,i' of Commerce.

Hongkong, 12th February, 1919.

. d b 1 m Committee to pass on for you~ in-
Dear Sir ~I am duecte j y d t d 2 d January receIved' 'd t' n copy ofa letter a e n

formation and consl. e~a 10 C'l".[ . San F.rancisco.-Yours, etc.,from the Rice ASSOCIatIOn of a 1 orma, .

E. A. M.WILLIAMS,
SecrestaJ'y.

The Secretary, k n
Association of Exporters and Dealers of Hong 0 g.

/
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San Francisco. 2nd January, 1919.
Gentlemen,_This will acknowledge receipt November 2nd, of yourcablegram as follows;_

"Reference to your cablegram of September 28th and October
9th. Association Exporters, Hongkong, decided all half grains be.
considered broken. Agree adopt for percentages broken grains;

Your Sample 1 _ 5%

" 2 - 8 to 10%
" 3 - 20 to 30%
" 4 -. 15 to 20%
JJ 5 - 25 to 30%

" '6 - I-A, Saigon Long 15 to 20%
JJ 7 - I-B, Saigon Long 22 to 25%
" 8 - I-A, Saigon Round 15 to 20%
., 9 - I-B, Saigon Round 22 to 25%
" 10 - 35 to 40%

" All foregoing conditional upon acceptance Rongkong Cham_
ber of Oommerce certificates 'as final."

Immediately upon receipt of this message, a meeting of the com
mittee appointed by this Association to handle th~ matter was called, and
after considerable discussion it was decided that all members of the
Association should be advised of your suggestions, and an individual ex
pression from each member invited. In this manner the views of practi
cally all members were expressed, and another meeting of the committee
was called at which time we replied to your ca.-hIe on December 18th, asfollows:

"Replying to your telegram of November 2nd, we agree to
percentages of broken. We agree to your certificate quality condi
tion stowage to be final on condition, that importci' has the right to
appeal to you in event of this Association deciding claims justifiable.
This will eliminate unjust cl<:ums however after your review of cer
tificate your decision fina.!. We agree to Hongkong weights final,
but we insist upon your shippers furnishing app.roved public weigh_
master's certificate showing detailed' uniform weights; no short
wejght bags to be Shipped. Kindly reply as promptly as possible.
Oompliments of the .season."

The foregoing represents the views of Our largest rice importers, as
well as practically all members of thi.s association.

It is the opinion of our committee that the better designation for'
OUr samples Nos. 7 and 9 (Saigon T..Jong 22 to 25% and Saigon Round 22'
to 25%, respectively), would be Grade « I JJ instead of "I-B ", inasmuch
as the designation "I-B JJ might be taken to mean an inferior grade.
In other words, it is the opinion of Our committee that Our samples NOS~
6, 7, 8 and 9 s'hrlUld be designated as follows:

Sample 6 - I-A, Saigon Long 15 to 20%
JJ 7 - 1 Saigon Long 22 to 25%
" 8 - I-A, Saigon, Round 15 to 20%
" 9 - 1 ,Saigon Round 22 to 25%

It is also the opinjon of Our committee that it will be to the advant..
'l.g'e of our importers to have both their buying and selling contracts con_
~itionaJ upon acceptance of Hongkong Chamber of Commerce certificates



Co.,

Rosenberg Bros & C (~IM. J. Brancienst~i~- 10 I~~orters) 334 California. St.) .8 Ii'.
~ Importers) ., (Also _ .

Natoma Milling 00., 660 Thud St., San Francisco.
Gold~n West Rice Milling Co- ~2Nato~a Street, 8. Francisco.
Kanesan Oompanv ('Iso I 't) oth & KIrkham St., Oakland CalN . ~, a mpor ers 416 J k S ,.

atlOnal Rice Mills (Also 1mport) ac son t., S. Francisco.
Americ,an Import & Export OO.ers(AI 112 Market St., S. Francisco.

Importers) , so ,

B
. k 433 Clay St., San Francisco
1'0 ~eJrs .

230 California St S Fra .2 .,. nClseo.
14 Front St., S. Francisco.
1 Drumm St., S. Francisco

230 California St S I' a ...' .,. r nCISCO
320 Ca~fornia St., S. Francisco'
311 CalIfornia St. S. Francisc .
24 California St., 'So Francisco

o
.

214 Front St., S. Francisco .
149 Oalifornia St., S. F. .
Kohl Bldg., San Francisco
24 California St., S. Franc'isco
255 California St., S. Francisc~.
21'1 Front St., San :Firancisco

I
16 CahfOl·nia. St., S. FJ'ancis~o

mporters. .
350 California St., S. Francisco.
209 Oalifornia St., S. Francisco.
244 Cal~fornia St., S. Fmnciooo.
160 California St., S. Francisco.
310 Sansome St., S. Francisco
311 California St SF· .332 p' ., .' r3onClseo.

1TI~ St., San Francisco.
149 Cal~fornia St., S. Francisco.
244 CalIfornia St., S. Fra.ncisco
230 Oalifornia St., S. Francisco'
)12 Ca.lifornia St., S. Francisco'
310 California. St., S. Francisco·
519 California St., S. Francisco·
244 Oali!ornia St., S. Francisco:
427 DaVIS St., San Fr,ancisco.
Merchants Exchange Bldg. S F
~1 <?alifornia St., S. Fra~ci~co:
Clume Bldg., Sap Francisco.
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Association of Exporters ana Dc I f Ha ers 0 ongkong
H 'ongkong, 18th February, ]9]9.

Dear Sit,-I have to thank f
copy of a reply from the San Fran~~s~ ~.yo~ ]et~r .of 25th ult. covering
~f loth January with reference to R'c 0 h

l
•
ce

SsocIatlOn to your telegram
I e s Ipmen ts to America.

A· A.. Brown & 00.,
M. S. Cowen & Co
Johnson Locke Me;~antile
W. T. Welisch & Co
P,anrott & Co., .,
Mr. J. M. Tees,
Mr. B. C. Ireland
Cbas. H. Welch &' Co
E. S. Swann & (Jo., .,
\Vestern Oereal Co
C. B. Jennings & do
Bernhardt Fest & C~'
D. H. McClure & Co·'
Harry Hall & Co .,.,

X2

Balfour-Guthrie & 00
S. L. Jones & Co .)
.'\. O. Andelrsen &'Co
Dodwell & Co., Ltd., .,
Schwartz Bros.
F. W. Peters & Co
W. R. Gr,ace & Co"
Ham~erger-Polhem~~ Co.,
A~Clf1Can Trading Co.,
Hmd Rolph & Co
Leon Lewin .,
Gtis, McAlli~ter &. 00.
"h' 'l ~ Ina Agency and Tradillg C I
Erame-Leaycraft Co 0., nc.,

Lewis Simas Jones do
:.\fitsui Co., .,
Karanj ia &. Co. .
{r . . J-,mt-ed States Trading Corporation

B. H. QARMICHAEL,
Acting Secret,af)·.

Eongkong General Ch:\mber of Commerce..

MEMBERS OF RICE ASSOCIATION or CALIFOP.NIA.

Millers.

"Pacific Rice Mills, 24 Bluxome St., San Francisco.
Uni0lliRice Mills, Inc., (Als,o Imp(.ders) 707 Battery St" San Francisco.

C. E. Grosjean Rice Milling Co. (Also
Importers) 321O-20th St., San Francisco.

M. Phillips & Co., (Also Importers) 1098 Sansome St., S. Franoisco.
Globe Grain and Milling Co., Merchants Exchange Bldg., S. f.
Growers Rice Milling Co. Inc., Merchants Exchange Bldg., S. F.

final as to quality, condition and stowage, but in view of the posSIbility
of obvious errors in such certificates, it was considered only fair that -if
an importer considers that he has a cl.um, he should first present same
to 'a committee of this Association fo,r investigation, and after investi
gating the matter if our committee considers the claim meritorious, it
should then be submitted to your organization by our committee, with
request that your certificate be reviewed and iE you find the claim to be
in order

l
proper a·djustment should be made.

If this 'ciuggestion is adopted, the findings of your org.aniz,ation after
review of certificates would be accepted as final, and by having all claims
first submitted and passed upon by our committee, you would not be
called upon to review certifica.tes where importers have petty claims of
little or no merit, but should our committee, after reviewing all facts,
~onsider that the importer had sufficient cause f·or review of certificate,
we believe you will agree that a review should be granted.

Our importers are willing to accept Hongkong weights as final,
p.rovided all shipments are actually weighed and certificates issued by a
reliable weigh master, showing detailed weights and provided further

that only uniform packages are shipped.
Some difficulty in weights has been experienced by our irnpol'tel'~

heretofore, which was apparently due to the fact that only a few bags of
each lot wel'e weighed, and the average weight applied to the entire COll

signment. Therefore, we believe it will be more satisfactory to have all
bags weighed and detailed weight certificates furnished.

When a consignment is received here by ·an impo,rter, he very fre
quently has it sold to several buyers, and it is distributed and shipped
to the various destinations directly from the dock. Therefore. unlesl:;
the rice is packed in uniform containers, it is nece;ssary lor the importer
to have the entire lot reweighed before making distribution. This causes
considerable expense, as well as congestion on the docks, which will be
avoided if only uniform packages are shipped.

For your information we are enclosing a list of the membei's of our

association.Trusting that our recommendations will meet with the approval of

your exporters,-We are, etc.,

X2
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K A. M. WILLIAMS,
Secretary.

of date l and as
California, San

of Hong-kong.

E. A. M. WILLIAMS,
Secretary.

E. A. M. WILLIAMS,
Secretary.

Chamber of Commerce.

The Secretary,
Hongkong Gene:al

Association of Exporters 11 d D .]n . ea ers of Hongkong,

-Hongkong, 10th March, 1919.

Dear Sir,-I have to thank you for our I .
copy of a telegram from the Ric A . y, etter of 1st mst. covering

" T " ,e ssocmtolOn o.f Califomia reading:_
" ' erms and condItIOns referred t . ~

satIsfactory. Notify expo te 0 ,m your telegram quite
" '11' r 1'8 cost of wClghi t b .

In a quotatIOns. Advise u 'f 11 f h ng mus e meluded
"agreed as to terms and 0 d~/ a 0 ~ e exporters unanimously
At a ti c n I IOns provIded £01' in Agreement"

S b mee ng of the Committee f tl' A . '
u -Oommittee held to-da it w o. us ssocfation and of the Rice

despatch the following te~gram a:nddeClde,d. to request your Ohamber to
has been done: _ J I Sl.1<l1l be glad to leal'n tha.t this

" " Referring to our telegram 18 h F .
~,ed weIghing on your side required

t
onlebru.a.r

y
) me~~ng of detail-

costs. vVe cannot es-'-imat thY case of chums at buyers
"d l e cos s ere Suggest th t b

yours a d our quotation ,. -t' a uyers a.t" s. .-.\.wal your rep] b f .
agreement "-Yours, etc., y e ore confirmIng
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Telegrapnic reply from San Francisco Eice Asso . t·
to Oha b' I Cla lOllm er s te egram of 18/2/19.

Terms and conditions referred t .tory. 0 In your teleg,ram quite satisfac-

. Notify exp ttWIlS. , or ers cost of weighing mmt be included in all quota-

AdVlse us if all of th
and conditions nrovid d f e. exporters unanimously agl'eed as to terms

_ e or m agreement,

Hongkong General eharob.". of Commerce
_ Hongkong, lOth Ma.rch, ;919_

Dear' Sir -I have for k
requested, hav'e despatcl d ac nowle~gment your letter
Francisco the telegram 1: tt

O
h
the ~Ice Association of

se ou· t erem,-Yoursl etc.,

The Secretat:y,
As ..SoclatlOn of Exporters and Dealers

Dear \Sir,-1 have pleasure in enclosing herewith a telegram from
the Rice Association of Oalifornia in reply to ours of 18th ult.-Yours t

etc.,

Hongkong General Ohamber of Oommerce,
Hongkong, 1st MarchI 1919.

The Secreta.ry,
Assodatlion of, Exporters and De31ers of· Hongkong.

Dear 8ir,-1 have for acknowledgment your letter of date, and as
requested, have despatched to the Rice Association of California, San
Francisco the telegram set out therein and reading:-

"We agree to method of appeaJ. We have not asked for
"surveyor on your side in case of claims, We only require our per
"manent sampler appointed by San Francisco Ohamber besides
"your sampler. Shippers agree guaranteeing full shipping weights
"provi<1ed detailed weights certificate furnished and weighing costs
" buye'rs account. All claims must be cabled this Chamber 'within
"fourteen days aftey steamer's arriva1.-Yours, etc"

Hongkong General OhambCll' of Commerce,
Hongkong, 18th February, 1919.

The Secretary,
Hongkong General Chamber of Commerce.

E. A. M. WILLIAMS,
Secretary.

254

E. A. M. WILLIAMS,
Secretary.

The Secretary,
Association of ExporwrlS and Dealers of Hongkong,

X2

My Oommittee met and discuss~d with the Rice Sub-Oommittee the
reply, and I am now directed to request that you will be good enough to
despatch the following telegram to San Francisco:-

"We -agree to method of appeal. We have not asked fOl
"sill'veyOl' on your side in case of claims. We only require our
"permanent sampler appointed by San Francisco Chamber besides
"j'our sampler. Shippers agree guaranteeing full shipping weights
" provided detailed weights certificate furnished and weighing costs
« buyers account. All claims must be cabled this Chamber within
"fourteen days after steamer's arrival."-Yours, etc.,
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ASSOCIATION OF CALIFORNIA

B. H. OARMIOH~EL,
Acting Secretary.

RICE

Hongkcng Chamber of 0 ommerce
Hongkong Chin ', a.

Hongkong General Ohamber of 0., ommerce

Dear 811',-1 Hongkong, 24th March '
received to d enclose for y , f ' 1919.

to
, . ay from the R' our In ormation cop f

R1?C Shipments to th Ice Asoociation of C 1·f '.Y 0 a telegram

Btr t
e USA ' a I orma with f

uc IOns thereon Y " " and I shall be . d re erence._ ours, etc., • gJ a to ta,ke your m-

E. A. M. WILLIAMS

The Secretary ,Associatio~ of E ' Secretary.
xporters and DealBrs of H kong ong.

Telegram from the ·R'F' ICe Association San
R f ' . ranCISCo received on 24/3/19 '

e errmg to t .
weighing as per ;our elegram 12th-We acce
weights-telegrap~u~::legram of. 11th *Januar

pt
l~?r proposal r~lative

*This telegra:BU confirm':l'tlOn of agreem~nt Ipp.ers guaranteeing
Over and 10% f . ggests weIghing 5% f h' .
Capt. Brancho a~ ~~:~~nts) of under 1O,~ b~~~(~rit~ of 10,000 .b~gs org ng. n er superVISIOn of

X 2

In discussing th ' '
weight certificates c e matter of weights, our com .
are actually wei ould not be accepted as final mittee c~ncluded that.
the certificates w~:~~ al~dhsworn detailed weight~ni~sse~t~e shipments.

Some of 0 no e accepted as fiaa..l b rlllS e ; otherwise

to furmsh detail~~~:mbers sllg~ested that OaPt~i:ur bqyers.
m Ollr cablegram eIght certificates, therefore h· Branch was equipped
H' IS name was

. oping that Our su e' . suggested
tum, we rernain.-Yours, gegtcS.,tIons wIH be acceptable to your organiza-

Hongkong General Oh ham er of Commerce

celvedDear 8ir,-I enclose for . Hongkong, 27th March 1919
Rice . to-day from the Rice your '.nformation cop of ' .

ShIpments to the U ASSOCIatIOn of Oaliforni~ . a telegram r€!-
tions thereon._Your t,S,A., and I shall be glad t WIth reference to'

. s, e c., . 0 take your instruc-

The S E. A. M. WILLIAMS
ecretary . . I ' ,

Associatio~' of E ' ,. ',' '. Secretary.
xporters,.a'nd Dealers of H 'ongkong.
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Sun Francisco, California, 31st January, 1919.

Gentlemen,-Referring to our previous correspondence relative to'
standal'di:r.ation of rices, we beg to acknowledge receipt of your cablegram

dated JanuaJ'J' 11-1919, as follows:-
. "Replying to your telegram receiv,ed Decembel' 26th agree

nght to appeal quality condition stowage we a.ppoint ~ndependent
your port (Stop) Official weigh master states impracticable if not
impossible weigh. whole cargo suggest weighing 5 per cent of ship
ments of 10,000 bags or over and 10 per cent shipments of under
10,000 bags (Stop) Oertificate accordingly (Stop) He anticipates
minimum trouble short weights (Stop) Reply promptl~T."
The committee appointed by this Association to handle this mat

ter met immediately after receipt of your cablegram, and after consider
able discussion decided that the oontents of your message should be
considered a few days when anothe'r meeting should be held to draft a
reply to your cablegram, This was done, and the committee met again
on January 17th and the secretary was instructed to transmit the follow
ing in reply to you, which was sent on January 18-1919.

"Rice cannot agree to leave decision one Surveyor alone
suggest that right of appeal be left to decision of Ohamber of Oom
merce San Francisco not final merely to eliminate unnecessary
claims full (Stop) We agree to Hongkong weight certificate only on
condition that entire shipments are weighed otherwise will neces
sitate sellers guaranteeing full shipping: weights suggest Captain

Br:anch issue weight certificates,"
From your cab.legram of January 11th, we understand that you

a.g
ree

to right of our importers to appeal to your organizn,tion in case
obvious errors in your certificates are claimed, but that you prefer to
appoint an independc~lt survf~yor here to make a. preliminary examina:
tion of all such claims hefore having the.m submitted to you, instead of
having ,n, committee of this Association make this preliminary examina~
tion. This point was diRcussed by our committee, and it was considered
unwise to entrust questions of this character to the judgment of one
man. Therefore, as the San Francisco Ohamber of Commerce would be
disinterested, and will establish a committee or board of arbitration.
oonsisting of three members, to pass upon such claims. we su~gest tha.t
you allow that orgauization to pass upon s.uch claims, inasmuch as the

final decision would rest with you.

The Secretary,
Association of Exporters and Dealers of Hongkong.

Hongkong General Chamber of Commerce,
Hongkong, 15th March, 1919.

. Dear 8i1',-1 enclose for your information and consideration a letter
dated 31st January fr0ffi the Rice Association of Oa.lifornia confirming
certain telegrams which have passed between this Ohamber and San
Franciscu on the subject of Rice Shipments to the U. S. A._Yours, etc.,

E. A. M. WILLIAMS,
Secretary.
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The Secretary, 1 f Hongkong.
. t' f ·Exporters and De.a ers 0AS80Cla 1011 0 ,

X2

Hongkong General Cha.mber of Commerce,
Hongkong, China.

25:1

RICE ASSOCIATION OF CALIFORNIA,

B. H. CARMICHAEL.
Acting Secretary.

We are advising our Chamber of CommeTce of the st:tndards agreed
upon, also the terms and conditions as we understand them, as per copy
of letter enclosed. Upon receipt of this letter, we would suggest that
you cable your concurrence in the grades and conditions as outlined in
our letter to the San Francisco Chamber of Commerce, at the same time
requesting them to appoint a sampler to act in your behalf, if you have
not already done so.

In your cablegram received by us February 20th, you state that all
claims must be cabled to you within fourteen days after arrival of
steamer. This feature was discussed at considerable length by Our .eam
mittee, and while we appreciate the importance of advising you of all
claims at the earlie·st possible date, we do not think it will be possible for
our importers to cable claim within fourteen days after arrival of steamer
ill all cases. We were anxious, however, to get this matter finished up;
therefore, rather than delay the matter any longer, we cabled Our accep.
tance. .

Some of our importers receive shipments through 'Seattle, Van
ccuver and other P,acific coast ports. In such cases deliveries arc fre
quently delayed several days before clearance papers can be procured,
and surrendered to the proper agent. Furthermore, it is usually three
or four days a.fter a vessel a.rrives before all cargo is discharged. After
the cargo is discharged at port of entry, customs papers surrendered and
the rice examined by the imporler. it will then be necessary for him to
&ubmit a sample \vith you·r certificate to this As:&ociation, if he believes
your certificate to be in error. Our committee will then review claim of
the importer, and if in its judgment the importer has a just claim, we
will cable the particulars and notify your sampler.

We a,i'e confident that your certificates will be correct, and do not
anticipate that our importers will have cause to question them, but should
an error OCCur you can realize that it will not always be possible to com
plete the preliminary proceedings as outlined above in time to cable
claim within fourteen days from date of arrival of vessel, therefore we
think it would be only fair for our importers to have fourteen days after
all cargo has been discharged from the steamer in which to cable claim,
instead of fourteen days from date of arrival of steamer, and trust that.
this change will meet with the approval of your exporters.

Our committee is now preparing a standard form of contract based
on the standards and conditions agreed upon, which will be submitted to
you for approval within the next few days; in the meantime please cable
U~ as SOon after receipt of this letter as possible. if it will be agreeable
with your exporters to base the fourteen day period within which claims
are to be ca.bled from the date cargo is discharged, rather than from
the date the vessel arrives.-Yours, etc.,

Rice

WILLIAMr:i,
Secretary.

E. A. M.

Rice Association of California..
San Francisco, California, 28th February, 1919,

. t F b uary 20th of your
Gentlemen,-This will acknowledge recelp c r ,

cablegram reading as follows:- d f I We have not asked for
"We ag,ree to ~etho or ~p~ea. We only require our per

. surveyor on your side .m case 0 c ;l~mber of Commerce besi?es
manent Sampler appomted by you aranteeing full shippmg
your sampler. Shipp~rs her~ agreet,t:tes furnished and weigh~
weights provided detaIled weIght. cer 1 c t b bled this Chamber

t All claIms mus e ca "
iug costs buyers aCCoun . fter arrival of steamer.
of Commerce within four~een ~aysd~ this matter was called ~m~
A meeting of our commIttee an mg the following cable-

mediately, and after consider~.tion of your x:;ss;~:t:_ ,
gram was drafted and transm~~t.ed on ~::rre~ lo in your telegram qU1~

"Terms and con ItlOns re , h' must be included m

satisfactory notify, exp or.te:1 :~s~h~fe:;~~~~;unanimoul31y dec~?ed
all quotati<ons adVIse us If d'ti provided for in agreement. f
(agreed) as to term.s an~ con Ions Sa.n Francisco Chamber 0

If our understandmg IS correct, tthe ler who will draw a~d
'11 . tone permanen samp, f soc13~

Commerce WI appom . hen the committee 0 our a~
transmit samples to you of .shiPments; been made in your certIfi.cate,
tion considers that an ObVl.OUS. :rb~r c:~se for review of certificate.
l\Dd that our importer has Justl a e

Hongkong General Chamber of. Comme~ce,
Hongkong, 9th AprIl, 1919.

I for our information 09PY of a
Dear 8ir,-1 am directed to .en~ ase f CaiIrornia with enclosure, and

letter receved from the Rice ASSOclatlO~°between this Chamber and San
fi ming telegrams whIch have pa~se. . th USA. and I shall be

con r .. t of Rioe ShIpment to e ., ,
Francisco on the sU

f
b't

8
h

C
• structions·.-Yours, etc.,

glad to take your ur er In

Telegram received on 27th March from
Association San Francisco.

. us as early as possible subject to our
Request Y.Qn to submIt to embod iug standard terms and

.pprov·1 stMldard form of sales contract I' Y I d Chamber of Oom-
o. ow • nt recent':i rcae 16 1
conditions provided for m agreeme t Await instructions from you Te a-

h Advise us of argeemen .merce ere. t t"
tive appointing sampling represen a lVf'<.
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of Hongkong.

E. A. M. WILLIAMS,
Secretary,

The Secretary, .
Association of Exporters and Dealers
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Hongkong General Chamber of Commerce

HQngkong, 20th April, 1919.

Dear Sir.-I am directed to 1 f . .
further letter from San }'"'rancisco e~c ~~e orb,,:,our mfor?1atlO~ copy of a
the U. S. A.-Yours, etc., n e su Ject of RICe ShIpments to

Rice Association of California

San Francisco, California, 10th M,arch, ~919.
Gentlemen -This will c fito-day as follow~: on rm Our cablegram transmitted to you

Ii Request you submit to us as ea 1 ·bI·
approval standard form of 1 () r y as pOSSI e subject to our
terms and conditions provia~~e

f
S . contract embodying standards

Chamber of Commerce h d ?r In agreement reoently reached.
. ere a VIsed by us of ag t ..

structlOns from you l' 1- t' _. reemen awaIt In-
In orde t r· e a Ive app~mtmg sampling representative."

roe Immate the neceSSIty of Ie gth hI
porters think it advisable to ad t . t d n y ca egrams, our im·
all purchases of rice from our op a s an ard form of contraet to govern
adopted should be embodi~d in e~orte·r~ The st:andards and conditions
adopted, can be briefly designate~Sicon rba1ct, whICh w~en, approved and
Terms." n ca egrams as RIce Association

In accordance with the last p~ra h f
our cO,mmittee met for the ,~rap ~ our letter of Februar,y 28th
tract, but after discussin r~:pose of draftmg a. standard form of con~
8hould be drafted b g matter, they dec>ded that the contract
for approv'al. y your exporters, and submitted to this Association

It is our understanding th t" th .
are to be determined b _.. 'h~ ,: t: ~ercentagp-s of broken agreed upon
udvise just wh'a:.t meth Xwelg '\'1.- o~~v:r,.we wo~ld like to have'y01~

o you WI. ~mp oy In separatmg and grading rice.

Hongkong sworn weight certificat . db'
:)ther reliable Public Weigher ·n b es Issue y Oaptam Branch or
standing that detailed certific~;:~ 801': ~ce.pted as final) with. the under
ages are shipped the cost of w . h· b r.lllshed and only ulllform pack-

C I F
' eig lllg emg for buyer's ac t b

. . . quotations are to include cost of . h· Y· coun) ut allwelg mg.- ours, etc.,

RICE ASSOClATION O'F CALIFORNIA,

B. H. CARMICHAEL,

San Franclsoo Chamber of Oommerce Acting Secretary..

San Francisco, California. J

"

Sa.mple 1 _ No. 1 Siam Garden - 5% broken
2 __ No.1 Siam Straight - 8% to 10%
3 _ No. 2 Siam Strai£ht - 20 to 30%
4 _ No. 1 Siam Usual- 15 to 20% con-

sisting of No. 1 Siam Straight and
No. 1 Saigon Long, i each.

o _ No.2 Siam Usua·l - 25 to 30%
consisting of No. 2 Siam Straight
and No. 2 Saigon Long, i each.

" 6 _ No. I-A Saigon Long - 15 to 20%
" 'i _ No.1 Saigon Long - 22 to 25%
" 8 _ No. I-A Saigon Round - 15 to 20%
n 9 - N-D. 1 Saigon Round - 22 to 25%
" 10 __ No. 2 Saigon Round - 35 to 40%

The sample numbers shown above have been adopted as a brief
method of designating the grades indicated when they are referred to in

CZlJblegrams.
Hongkong Chamber or" Commerce certificates as to quality, con-

dition ;and stowage are to be accepted as final, with the elXception that
it an importer considers Hongkong certificate to be in error, he will bring
the matter to the attention of a committee of this Association to be
appointed for that purpose, whereupon this committee will investigate
t.he importer's claim, and if it considers the claim to be justifiable, it will
then be transmitted to Hongkong Chamber of Commerce by our com
mittee. The Hongkong Chamber will then review its certificate, and our
iruporter will abide by its decision. In the opera.tion of this arrangement
the Hong-kong Chamber advises us that they will require an independent
sampler, ·who will draw samples of such shipments :,!,S our committee may
decide are not up to sta;ndard, said ~amples to be transmitted to Hong
kong direct by the sampler they appoint. The Hongkong Chamber has
signified its desire to have its sampler ,appointed by the San Francisco
Chamb~r of Oommerce, therefore you will probably be requested by said
Chamber of Commerce to make such an appointment within the next few

days.
Notice of all claims based on erroneous certificates, must be cabled

to Hongkong within fourteen days after arrival of vessel. However, we
have requested Hongkong to modify this reqvirement by allowing our
importers fourteen days from the date cargo of the vessel is discharged,
instead of f'ourteen days from date of arriv,al of the vessel. We hope to
receive their concurrence in this modification within the next two or three

weeks.

~: 2

STANDARDS
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Rice Association of California,
San Francisco, Oalifornia, 28th February, 1919.

Uentlemen -After negotiating with the Hongkong Chamber of
Oommerce for s~veral months, the following standards and conditions to
govern rice imported from Hongkong have been agreed upon between
Hongkong Chamber and members of this A~sociation;-
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21.5.10.

OARMICHAEL.
Acting Secretary.

B.H.

Telegram

IIongkong peneral Ohamber of Commerce,
Hongkong, China.

Rice Association,
San Francisco.

Rice .Agreement prepared and approved by Rice Sub-Committee now
being signed will mail copy to~day and telegraph names of signatories
thereto aD. first Jnne.

understanding that in case of claims of short weight our Importen; will
have shipments reweighed here by a sworn Public Weigh-Master and de
tailed weight certificates furnished to your exporters at the expense of
our importers, also that notice of all claims for short weight or errors in
YOUr certificates must be cabled within fourteen days.

We believe that our understanding is now in accordance with .yours,
and have advised all of Our importers of standards and conditions agreed
upon, which we trust will b~' confirmed by cablegram before this letter
reaches y()U, as our importers are anxious to have these standards con
firmed and made effective at the earliest possible date.-Yours, etc.,

Hongkong Chamber Commerce.

Dear Sir,-'With reference to the Chamber's letter of 3rd Septem
ber, 1918, I am instructed by my Committee to inform you that they
have now drawn up an Agreement, purporting to regulate the grades
of Rice liold by the Exporters of Hongkong to Members of the Rice
Association of California.

'This Agreement is the outcome of protracted deliberations of a
Special Rice Sub-Committee of the Associati,on and joint Meetings of
the General Committee and Sub-Committee.

I have now pleasure in handing you herewith complete file of the
Committee's and Sub-Committee's deliberations when dealing with the
Agreement, copy of which is attached. The original will be handed to
you and, I suggest, should be retained in your office till 31st inst. 'for
~ignat.uro by those members <,>f 'your Ghambcr and this Association who
Me willing to sell in accordance \vith the terms of the Agreement.

My Committee suggest that:-
(1) A cable be sent to the Rice Association of California inf.orming

them that the Agreement has been completed and will be $igned not
later than 31st inst. by aU member~ who are williJlg to be bound by same.

Association ,of Exporters and Dealers of Hongkong.

Hongkong, 22nd Ma.y, 1919.

RICE ASSOCIATION OF CALIFORNIA,

-.--

The Secretary, ' d Dealers of Hongkong.
Association of Exporters !on

Ri6e Association of California,
. . 22nd March, 1919.San Francisco, Cahforma,

. t March 13th of you t•

I This will acknowledge recelpGent emeu,- . .
cablegram as follow~: I, 18th meaning detailed welghmg

{. ReferrIng to our te egram . t b yer's cost. W fJ can-
. . d ly cases of claims .a u d dd f'on your sIde reqUlre on t th t buyer at your en a ou

not estimate cost. here. SuggeSefor: confirming agreement.".
quotations.. Awalt your reply bethel' immediately upon receIpt of
Our Oommlttee was called

h
tog cabled you as foUows: ,

our cablegram a.nd on March 18t we 12th we accept your proposal re--
Y " Ref.erring to your telegram 11 th shippers guaran-

. . our telegram January, t "
lative welghmg -as per Y fi ation of agreemen .
teeing weights. Telegraph 'YOl,~r con

F
r;::'uary 19th as meaning that

We understood your cablegra~ of ,e . hed and furnish sworn
our exporters would ~avc al~ slllP~e~~s ~e~ft shipments provided our

~eight certifica.tes showmg detal~:d w~~we~er, since receipt of your .ca.ble;.
importers would stand the expen . d that 5% of shipment cons~stl.ng of

of March 12th, we unde:stan % of shipments conslstll:lg 0

~~~ bags or more will be Welg~e~,d
and ~o weight certificates furmshed

I 10 OCJO ba.gs will be welg e , an ·U be shipped YOUI'"
~:a;~i~~IY,' aJso that o~ly .uniforr:n h~z~dnd~~g~h;:~ conditions ~ith the

h· will gua.ra.ntee mVOlce ....elge dppers

G . 1 Ohamber of Commerce,Hongkong enel a
Hongkong, 2nd May, 1919.

. t· copy or ::tf r our mforma IOn
Dear 8ir,-1 a·m d~rected t~ e~c1os~ O:lJornia confirming telegrams

further letter from the RIce AthS~OCOl~~:b~r and San Francisco on the sub-
o d between IS '

whICh have paB~ t t the U.S.A.-Yours, etc.,
ject of Rice ShIpmen s 0

E. A. M. WILLIAMS.
Secretary.

):, 2
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Hongkong General Cham~~r of Commerce,
Hongkong, Chma.

. ., e ui ment for the use of. our mem-
If .possible, we wa~t to m~tal1dSl~~la:s '~stwhat kind of screcllllJ:g appa~f
bers.- Ther·efore, If yo~ wIll a VIS '11 ~dcavor to get similar eqUIpment 1

dIu wIll usc, we WI e
~t~: ::undc~oe~:~atisfactory-Yours, etc.,

RICE ASSOCIATION OF CALIFORNIA,

.B. Ii. OARMICHAEL.
Acting Secretary.
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(2) A letter confIrming the above cable be addressed to the Rice
association of CalifO'rnia, together with a copy of the Agreement. My
Committee suggest that in this letter it should be clearly stated:

(a) that these conditions apply only to sales made under Hong
kong Chamber of Commerce Rules, and that where buyers or
sellers wish to trade Ul::dcr .special tenns agreed to between
themselves, they shall not be prejudiced by so doing.

(b) that special reference shall be made to the word <I both" in
sub-section C. of Clause 8. In case the meaning of this word
is not clear to the Rice Association it is intended that the
sample submitted to the San Francisco Chamber of Commerce
by the buyers shall be sealed by them in the event of their
considering the claim a. justifiable one, and sent together with
the sample drawn and sealed by the appointed sampler of the
Hongkong General Chamber of Commerce at San Francisco,

to y,ou.
(3) All Merohant Members of your Chamber and this Association

be supplied with a copy of the Agreement, and those interested re
quested to sign original of same, in your office before 31st iost.

(4) On or about 1st PJ'ox. a telegram be address-cd to the Rice
Association of California. naming all the signatories to the Agreement
and that ~e San Francisco Chamber of Commerce be asked to appoint
a, sampler on behalf of your Chamber.

(5) A oopy of the Agreement be sent to the Chinese Chamber of
Commerce who shall be requested to make it readily accessible to aU

members of that Chamber.-Yours, etc.,

E. A. M. WILLIAMS,
Secretary.

The Secretary.

Hongkong General Chamber of Commerce,

RICE AGREE'MENT.

1. The terms and conditions hereinaf~r. specified -shall be known
as the (( Hongkong General Ohamber of Commerc.£ rules."

2. All shipments from HongkJong shall be supervised, surveyed
and reported upon by the a.ppointed agents or surveyors 9f the
Hongkong General Ohamber of Commerce. Certificates of

surveys will show:-
(a) Q,uality and condition of g)oods at time of shipment.
(b) Percentage of broken grains in shipment.
(c) Stowage of shipment.

3. Samples shall be drawn at time -0£ shipment from Hongkong
by, the agentso,r surveyors ot the Hongkong General Chamber
of Oommerce and sealed by them... Oue sample to be retained
by the HOD.'tkong General Chamber of Commerce and one ~O"
he sent to the buyers by the sellers.
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4. 10°1 of all h'/0 S Ipments under 10 0Cl0 b d)/
me!lts over 10,000 bags shall be' wei ,h:gS

an 5~0 of all .ship
of Hongkong and weight certific g d by the swo.rn w€lgher
be furnished by the sellers. ate of the bags wezghed shall

,s. For th€ purpose of standardizm 8i "
maXImum percentage of bIg . am and SaIgon RICes the.

· d ro cen grams permlSS bl t b
mme by weIght shall b f II leo e deter-

1 () G c as 0 ows·
· or:l arden SIam not to ex ·d Of

2. " (bo) No. I Slam StraIght cee
S

t 5~~ Broken grains.
3 (c) N <) S' 010/0

Jl

4· "(d) N~0.... lam Stral3"ht 20 to 30a~
· " o. I Slam Usual 1- t' "5 (e) . ~ ;) 0 20%
· " No.2 Slam Usual 2W t 30 / "

6. ,,(f) No. I-A SaIgon Long 1~ to ~o "
7 () N' D 0 20°/
· "g o. I SaIgon LOTIO' 22 t -bo "

:. ,,(h) No. I-A Saigon Roound 15 t~ :~: "
10' " (~) NO.1 SaIgon Round 22 to 25: Jl

· " (J.) No. 2 SaIgon Round 35 to 40: "
6. Half graIns and under shall b . 10 "
7. In the event of I . e consIdered broken grains.

d
e alms al'ISIng out of I t

an /01' pel'centuO'e of br k qua 1 y and/or condItion
ferred to a Com~Ittec a;~~I~It:~a~ns tIthe matter s~all be re~
her of Commerce. Such clai . y 1e San FlallCISCO Oham
CommIttee and if found . mt~fiw~v be consIdered by the saId
Hongkong General Ohamb JUS / a e WIll be referred to the
'fhe deciSIOn of the Hongk~~ 0 GOommerce for final settlement.
or such Oommittee as rna .; ene~al Chamber of Commerce,
cases h<;l final and bindIng y e

b
atppomted by them shall In all

8 I as e ween the p ·t. n case of claIms the f 11 al les concerned
() Al ' 0_ owmg sllaJI be tl d .
a .J claims ~haU be notIfied t 1e mo 8 of procedure:_

rmttee within 14 da,y f ~ the San Francisco Com
charge from ocean ste~m:rom ate lof com'tletion of dis

(0) Samples shal] be submittod' b tb
CISCO Committee for tb ..... Y·d e h~ycrs to the San Fran-

(c) If the San F . ell' conSI eratwn
1 . ranC1SCO Committee fi I ti .

kley wIll,forthwith instruct the ~~ .le dclalIll justifiable
.ongkong General Ghamb"l' ~i a~ onse sampler of the

CISCO to draw and seal rch ~iv ommerCe in San Fran
hoth samples duly sealed \t ~ s£!'n~p]es and shall dispatch
of Commerce. 0 ongKong General Chamber

(d) The Hongkong G I Ctt enera hamber of C
illI ee appomted by them on r' . ,ommerce or the Com_
culars of claim, will then . ec~Pt of samples and parti
mat~er. They will as pro:l~7 ue consIderation to the

. find1ng which shall bn ab~ I pyas possible report their
~lalms. for short weight shall bO utely final and bindmg.

ommlttee within 14 days fro~notIfied to the San Francisco
charge from ocean steamer. Suchda\e. of completion of dis
must ?e supported by detaIled w c alms as may be lodged
recogmsed weighers appoint d b eIght certificates issued b
~f Cbommeroe. Cost of weig;in rr y tthe. San Francisco Chambe~

Y uyers. 0 a pomt of arrival to b be orne
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. . _ shall be notified to the sellers
o All claIms In excess 0.£ G$25<J.. in clauses 8 and 9. .

1. by cable within the tIme pr~scr:~ed the cargo has been trans-
11. No claim shall bDe rekCOgUtlSeorta o~rdischarge.

fer red from the oc sap

2/6/19.

Telegram
Rice Association,

San Francisco. Hongkong Mercantile
. R' A""'reement thirtyfirst May UnIon Tradmg Com-Signatones ICe I;> H hre s Company, .

Company, Soares Compa~ uffilom:any RUIUJahn Company, WlC~~n1
any Maxim Company, opel' V· ~ Cheong Company, Hanm a

~om~any, David Sassoon C...o~panYB:a~~ont Oompany.. Dodwell Com
Company Mitsui Bussan Kalsha, .- T 'adin<:r Company, Fung Tang.
Pany Gilman Company, Holland K9hma.. 1 Com~anv Rudolf Wolff and

' C any Hoger aran]la' ~ . Ip TakShewan Tomes amp , db., P ciuce Export Company,
Kew Hongkong Import and ma ro 0 mp~ny Pentreath Oompany,
Company, Moulder Company,GreJ~:~ h °Brothe~s, Thore~en Company,
David Company, PateH Oomp~ny, h~son Company, ReISS Company,
\Valter Ford Company, Jar~~ne Mat

and
Backhouse, Bl"adley Company,

Arnhold Brothers Com,J?a~y.i:;'" .ann:~~ Companj', Alves Company, Trans-
De Sousa Company, Glb lil~gS \ Sanfranclsco Chamber Commerce
marina Trading Company. equcs
appoint sampler our behalf.

k Cilamber Commerce.Hong-ong

Hongkong General Chamber of Commerce, 19
• Hongkong, 3rd June, 19 .

. f rmation copy of a telegram
Dear Sir,-I beg to en.close for ?'°t~r mo~ California, and I shall be

d f m the RICe Assocla wn
received to- ay 1'0. t t' S thereon.--Yours, etc.,
lad to take your lUS ruc Ion . S

g . E. A. M. WILLIAM ,
Secretary.

T}.e Secretary, d Dealers of Hongkong.
. Association of Exporters an

h "'" F anciscoTelegram received from t e f:)an r

Rice Association on 3/6/19. ..,

. . . our port becommg mferlOr
vYe are informed quah~les of rIce y that qualities must strictly

\.mporters request you t~ ~OhfY lS~r;:;n~:~ weights ccrti.ficat~s referre~
comply with agreed descnp lOn~.a s. diately 1 ton each fmr averag
to our letter of 22nd MarCt1. s lp 1mme
gtandards agreed upon.
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Hongkong General Ohamber of Commerce,

Hongkong, 11th ,June, 1919.

RICE SHIPMENTS TO UNITED STATES.

Dear Sir,-vVith reference to your telegram of 2nd September last.
and subsequent interchange of telegrams on the subject of standardiza
tion of rices shipped to the American market from this Port, my com
mittee is now in receipt of a final report from the Association of Export
ers of Hongkong and a Special Rice Sub-Oommittee which has been deajng.
with the matter.

At the outflet I beg to tender my apologies for any apparent neglect
in confirming by letter the telegrams which ha.ve passed, a circumstance
due to the fact that this Chamber's letter of 7th November last was re
turned by the Sa.n Francisco Postal AuthoritIes .endorsed "unknown"
and which letter with cover I now enclose for your information. I also
have pleasure in now enclosing a complete file of telegraphic and letter
correspondence which has passed between ,your Association rand this
Ohamber, and which will serve to confirm all.

An Agreement purporting to regulate the grades of rice sold by
f'xporter.s of Hf.ngkong to the members of the Rice Association of Oali
fornia was open for signature in this Oh.a,mber from 21st to 31st May. I
now enclose duplicate copy of this Agreement with the signatures attach_
eLI for the purpose of ratification at your end, and it is the intention of
this Chamber to notify you by letter frbm time to time of any addition_
al signatures. I also enclose, for your irtformation an approved form of
Survey Oertificate. .

The conditions set out in the Agreement, it mus.t be clearly under
stood, -a.pply only to sales made under the" Hongkong General Chamber
of Oommerce Rules," so that, whOle buyers oj' sellers wish to trade under
special terms agreed to between themselves they shall not be prevented
from so doing.

W~th reference to sub-section 0 of Clau'8e 8 of the Agreement I am
to point out that in case ·the meaning of the word If -both IJ is not quite
clear, it is intended that the sa.mple submitted to the San Francisco
Chamber of Commerce by the buyers shall be sealed by the San Francisco
Chamber, in the event of their considering the claim a justifiable one,
and dispatched to Hongkong together with the sa,mple drawn .and sealed
by the appointeJ sampler of the Hongkong General Ohamber of Oom
merce at San Francisco.

In Our oable of June 2nd, I asked you to requ8Is.t the San Francisco
Chamber of Commerce to appoint a Sampler on ,our behalf....You will see
from the file attached to this letten-' that I have had an. application from
Messrs. Falkenburg & CD. of Seattle.. and there have also been some other
aoplic'ations, but it is preferred to leave the matter in the hands of the
San Francisco Chamber of Commerce, as my Oommittee are sUre they
will appoint a ·suitable individual or Oompany.

The object of appointing a special sampler on behalf of this Cham.
ber is to enable us to have two absolutely different samples, one of which
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has been drawn by an entirely disinterested party- The saroples sub
mitted will then be compared with that retained by us, and in this man
ner it is hoped to eliminate any possibi1i.ty of roi~take. I trust that you
hav,c communicated our mes-sage to the San Francisco Chamber of Com-

merce.As you are a.ware, all rice sh~pped. from Hongkong is hand-sieved,
and to asoerta.in the percentage of broken grains, it would be necessary
to test in this manner, and I am therefore sending you a sieve-would it
be possible for you to test in this manner at yellT end ~_If not, I.sugg

est

that you send us all data, prices, etc. in connection with a. machine such
as used by :your goodselves, and I wilf s'ubmit it to my committee with
the _suggestion that a similar machine be bought by yon for our account,
and in this manner uniform results should be obtained.

My Oommittee appreciate that theTe ma.y be miner differences of
opinion on your side as to the exact wording of the Agreement under
coyer, but consider that the preRent form which is the outcome of pro
tracted and c'areful deliberation. is the best possible basis from which to
work with any assurance ~f sati~faction and they hope to learn at an early
date that the Agrcement has been ratificd.-Yours, etc"

E. A, M, WILLIAMS,
Secretary,

The Secretary,
Rice Associa1jon of California,

San Francisco, California.

HONGKoNG GENERAL CHAMBER OF COMMERCE RULES GOVERNING

'THE SALE OF RICE TO MEMBERS OF THE RICE

ASSOCIATION OF CALIFORNIA, SAN FRANCISCO.

l.--The terms and conditions hereinafter specifled s11all be known
as the" Hongkong General Ohamber of Commerce rules."

2.-All shipments from Hongkong shall be supervised, surveyed and
reported upon by the appointed agents or surveyors of the

Hongkong Gene,ral Chamber of Commerce. Certificate of sur-

veys will show:-
(a) Quality and condition of goods at time of shipment.
(b) Percentage of broken grains in shipment.
(c) Stow-age of shipment.

3._Sarnples shall be drawn at time of shipment from Hongkong by
tIle agents or surveyors of the Hongkong General Chamber (If
Commerce and sealed by them· One sample to be retained by
the Hongkong General Chamber of Commerce and one to be
sent to the buyers by thc' sc11er;5.

4,-10% of all shipments under 10,000 bags and 5% of all shipments
over 10,000 bags shall be weighed by the sworn weigher of HonA:
kon~ and \veight certificate of the bags weighed shall be furnish

ed by the sellers.

2G!J

5.-For ~he purpose of standardisin Siam .
m,axImum percentage of broken g and. SaIgon Rices the
mmed by weig;ht shall b f 11 grams permIssIble to be deter

I ( ) e as 0 ows;-

2,
' or ba. Garden ,Siam not to exceed

" () N,o. 1 Slam Stl'ai ht 5% Broken grains,
3. " (c) No 2 Si S ' g 8 to 10% "
4, (d) N' "am tralght 20 to 30%

" ~ o. 1 SIalll Usual ]5 t I "

5. ,,(e) No.2 Sianl UOll"1 ~_ 0 20/,0 "
6 (I) N " ~ zo to 30%
7' " ~ o. I-A SaIgon Long ]5 to 200~ "
. ,,(g) No, 1 SaIgon LOTIO' <)2 t _ 10

~. "«Ih» NNo, I-AS Saigon Round -15 ~o2~J~1 "
.• , I 0 1 algo R d /010 (J') N ' noun::2 to "5°1 "" a 2 Sm R .. /0

6.-Half grams and unde~o~hallo~:d :35 to 40% ::
7,-In the event of clam ,considered broken grain«

dj 1S allsmg out of l't 'an or percentage of broken" qua I y and/or condItion.
~o a CommIttee appointed b~~a~~s ~Ie m;tte,' shall be ~eferred

ommerce. Such c]milll" will~ bOo e an nm('lSCO Chambcr of
~Ittee and if found Jllsl1fiable willc~nslLlred by the sald C011l-
.:;renera] Chamber of Comm e re erred to the Hcngkor.
~on of the Hongkong GCI1":'~le6~r fit"] settlement, The de~i~

ommittee as may be a '"', ' am )er of Commerce' or sud
R ~nal and binding as bet:~~t~~cby t£~C1I1 shall in all' eases b~
._ n oasCi of claims the f 11 . Pttl Ies concerned.

cedure :_ 0 o\vmg shall be the mode of Pl'O-

(a,) All claims shall be 11 t'fi d'tt' 0 I e to the Sa F 'nu e.e WIthin 14 days from d n ran?ISCO COll1-
charge from ocean 'st ate of completIOn of dis-

(b) Sa 1 ,earner. .
, mp es shall be submitted b

FranCISCO Committee fo tl . y th~ buyers to the San
(c) 1£ the San Francisc C r ~elr conSIderation.

th'l 0 ommlttee find th l' . .
ey WI I forthwith instruct th I e.c aIm JustIfiable

the Hongkong General Cl. e aut10nsed sampler of
Francisco to draw and seJamber .of Commcu'ce in San
dispatch both samples duJ al r~la~lve samples and shall
Chamber of Commerce y sea e to Hongkong General

(d.) The Hongkong Gener~l Chamber f
CommIttee appointed by th 0 ,Cl)mmerce or the
particnlalfs of claIm wII 'them on receIpt of samples anJ
the matter. They ~lll en gIve due consideratIOn to
th ' fi d' ' as promptly a 'bl. ell' n mg whICh shall b ,s POSSI e report

9,-ClaIm~ for ShOl t weight shall be en a~~olutely final and bmdmg
CommIttee wlthm 14 days from otl ed to the San Francisco
from ocean steamer Such clai~:t:of completion of dischalge
su~ported by detailed \yeight ce.rtifi s ma~ be lodged must be
weIghers lappointed by the Sa . F cat~s Issued by recognised
"bmerce. Cost of weighting at P:' /a~clsc~ Chamber of Com-

uyers. In 0 ::lrrIval to be borne b

lO-All I' , Y. c aIms In excess .of G$°50
11 b~ cable within the 'time ~r~s~Zs~all b~ notified to the sellers
._ 0 claIm shall be reeo ' d e In e auses Sand 9

ferred from the Doc.ks ;;IpS~rt a;ftedr. thhe cargo has b~en trans~
o lSC arge.
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. At Mr..Lammert's suggestion a Committee was appointed to haye a
~Ultable gradlllg. or screening device manufactured, to be used in extl'act.
mg !broken grams. When a suitable machine is found, we will have
several made so that we 9an furnish ,Yi0u with one or two machines
of the same type that wiII be in use here, unless you have already adoptcd
11. suitable machine, duplicates of which can be procured by us. We would
JIke ~o ,have you advise us immediately' if you have adopted such a
machme, and if so, give us full particulars as to the type of machinE'
and where we may procure one.

. The matter ()f weighing conditions in your city was also discussed
WIth Mr. Lammert. He explained that it would he impossible for a
Public Weigher to weigh ea.ch and every sack of a large consignment
~)f Ri?e in view of the present methods of loading and shipping. How
ever In response to Our inquiry he stated that it would be practicable to
have a reliable Weigh Master from the firm of some recognised Public
\Veigher, such as Mr. Lammert, Captain Branch, or Messrs. Goddard a.nd
Douglas, at each Rice Shop, where he could remain on duty all the time
that rice is being sacked. This 'Veigh Master would then be able to
verify the accuracy ().f the scales several times a day, and could see
m-el'y bag weighed as well as watch the quality and condition of rice
while it is being sacked. It is Our understanding that your exporters
do not sack rice until it is sold and ready for shipment, thereforo by
assigning a Weigh Master to each shop while the rice is being sacked,
sworn detailed 'Veight Oertificates could be furnished at a minimum
cost. Arrangements might be made whereby the rice after It is sacked
and weighed would remain under the oObservation of the Weigh Mastel'
until it is delivered to the carrier.

As stated in our previous correspondence, it would be quite desir
able for us t() have sworn Weight Certificates showing the detailed weight
of each entire shipment if such certificates can be furnished without too
great a cost, therefore we will be pleased to have you consider .adoption
of the methods suggested above, and advise us your conclusions at tho
oarliest possible date.--Yours, etc.,

RICE ASSOCIATION OF CALIFORNIA,

B. H. OARMICHAEL,
Acting Secretary,

X2

Hongkong Cbamber of Commerce,
Hongkong.

Hongkong General Chamber of Oommerce,

Hongkong, 19th June, 1919.

Dear Sir,-I beg to enclose for your information copy of a telegram
received to-day from the Rice Assocition of California with reference to
the standardization of Pakling and Tonkin R.ices, your reply to which 1
'5hnlI be glad to transmit in due course.-Yours, etc..

E. A. M. WILLIAMS,
SecretaI}'.The SeCiretary,

Association of Exp{)rters and Dealers of Hongkong.

Chamber of Commerce,

Hongkong, 12th June, 1919.

Dear Sir -I enclose herewith a letter received fro~ Ule .Rice A:s~~

ciation of California with referencte to t~~ ~ub~~.c~ ~fr~I~i:c~h;~~:n;epIY
the U.S.A., rand will be glad to ranSilll 0 <l-

in due course.-Yours, etc., E. A. M. '\VILLIAMS,

Secretary.

X2

The Secretary, k
Association of Exporters and Dealers of Hong <mg.

. .. h Id S.tur·. Gentlemen,-At a general meeting of thIS ASsorCr,JatAlOn
r

e ;t R
1 d 'th a guest 1\11' . ...amrne .

nay, April I 26th, \~\ ~1a an~lwe u~is~~ssed with hi~l tile standards and
Surveyor 0 your I j, - ", '1 vour orgflnizrttion n.'1d ourselvf>p
r.onditions rflcent1:v ll!!;re.ed uno~ b .twCf' h "u 't _d Statn!!. fro~ Hongkon,g-.
to govern thp. importatIOn of nee mto t e m c ~ -"

~larks :-
We now rerrort as follows: - . f hi ment.-

(a) Quality and condition of goods at t~mc 0 s ~ .

r;o··'l:ce"'n',t'a''g'e',' '~f' 'b~~k'~~' '~~~i~'~' d~t~~:~~i~·~d· 'b;' weigh t :- .
(") ~ . .. .

• DER " HONOKONG GENERAL CHA~fUER OFSURVEY ON RICE lfELD UN

COMMERCE RULE~" GOVERNING THE SALE OF RICE TO

:ME:MBERS OF THE RICE ASSOCIATION Oli'

CALIFORNIA, SAN FRANCISCO.

Oh b f Commerce we
At the request of the Hongkong General am er..~ .

the undersigned . .
dd ' th atatten e sInce e...... .. . . .

and afterwards on board the S.~ 'd" t',~~.. ~~~~~~t~~~' '~'f' 'broken grain
to survey and report on the qualIty, con 1 1 'd f d Consignment
{determined by wei@ht)andStdo'l",ugch?f the tU~o ermen lOne, .

f Rice intende or s Ipmen ···· .. ··h .
o. Sailing on 01' about t e
per S.S. .. .

Rice Association of California.
California, 1st :May, 1919.
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di.rect by the sampler, the Chief Ins
wIll b~ 'r~ady to handle the matter f pe~;or of our InspeCtIOn Department
ASSOCIatIOn of Oalifornia a.ccordingl

or
y
em

and we have notified the Rice,y.- ours, etc.,

SAN FRANCISCO CHAMBER OF COMMERCE:

D. M. KING,

Hongkong General Chamber of Commerce Secretary.

HOlllgkong, China. '

General Cha b fm er 0 Commerce
~he Secretary,

Hongkong

Association of ExpQlrters and Dealers of H .ongKong,

_,' Hongkong, 9th July, 1919.

Dt3,\f SIr,--With referen' t
of.a l~ter from the Rice A.ss~:i 0, your lett~r of 12th June encIosin c
slnpmeu'sto the United States o~tlOn o! C",hfornia on the subject ~! :i~~
at a SpeCIal Joint M' AmerIca, I have now to in for e
",nd the Rice SUb-Co:::~~e~!"'~; ~e~~ra1 C~mmitteeof this :S;;'~~a~\'::
present by mVItation San F . , IC 1 a so the RICe Surve or
31'0 and 19th J :-anClsco s letter of 1st M d y s wereI une were con,Idered. ay an telegrams o!

. t was deCIded to leave the .
RIce t? the Rice Sub+Committee :::~r °i gradmg of Pa.kling and Tonkin
p:r(lcur_m~.and shipment of samples to ~e w,o fir~s of surveyors, -also the

Wiva 'regard to th d' an FranCISco,
lltll ." e gra lUg and screeni .

1l1"G. to Sar:. Francisco which will h ng questIOn your letter of
n~w, sets out the views of ~y Com 'tt ave rea~hed San Francisco ere
purpose. ' fil ee regardmg the machine for this

. . The question of wei hin ..
,;>nsldered impracticable ~t b~in~s ~huthned III San Francisco's letter was
t tat the agreed aM"ange~ent for . e ~m3.mmol1s opinion of the Me~tin
or over and 10% of shipm t dweIghmg 5% of shipments of 10000 b g

It en s un er 10 000 bag h ld b ' ags
"" was considered unnece " - s, S ou e adhered to
~ rancisco and I was instruct.ed to ~:ar~es~o reply b.v telegraph to S'an
eply to San Francisco by letter i t~ that you wIll be good enough t .

-Yours, etc., n e sense o! the foregoing conclusions~
E. A. M. WILLIAMS,

Secretary.

Hongkong General Chamber of Commerce
H 'ongkong, 10th July 1919

D S· ' .
w. hear Ir,-I beg to acknowled .
ti~~ r;ference to the grading o! Pa:;~n;:el~\?! ~~ur I~tter o! 9th instant

o weIghmg at thii Port. n on m RICes, and the queg-
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San Francisco Ohamber of Commerce,
San Francisco, Hh June, 1919.

.E. A. M. WILLIAMI',
Secretal'y.

X 2

Dear 8i1',-1 am directed to enclose fO'l' your information copy of a
letter from the San Francisco Chamber of Commerce with reference tn
the appointment o! an independent sampler at San Francisco !Of rice ship-

ments.-Yours, etc.,

Gentlemen,-The San Francisco Chamber 01 COl'nmercc received
last February a communication from the Rice Association of California
giving the standards and conditions to govern rice imported from Hong
kong which have been agreed upon between the Hongkong Chamber of
Commerce and the members of the }tice Association of CaliEornht,.

They also adviseJ. us that your Chamber had notified them that yon
would require an independent sampler who \vi11 draw samples of such
shipments as a Committee of Ute Hice Association of California may de
cide are not up to standard according to the certificates issued by tlv.~
Hongkong Chamber and that you had. signified your desi1re to have this
sampler appointed by the San Francisco Chamber of Commerce and that
we would probably hear from your ehambe;' regarding this matter within

a short time.We have never received any communication from you asking for t,}w

appointment of such a sampler, but for your information we beg to advi8~
you that such an a,ppointment is net necessary as the San Francisco
Chamber of Commerce already has a thoroughly equipped Grain Inspec
tion and Sampling Department and our inspectors are fully qualified to
draw samples of rice and other commndities and are doing so regular1~'.
Thetrefore, if the Rice Association of California or any individua.l import.
ers here desire drawn samples of rice about which there is a dispute. wit

l

l

the understanding that such samples are to be transmitted to Hongkong

Hongkong General Chamber of Commerce,
Hongkong, 8th July) 1919.

The Secretarr·
AssC?ciation of Expol'ters anu Dealers of Hongkcng.

Telegram
From Rice Association, San Francisco.
To Ohamher Commerce, Hongkong.

Received 19/'3119.
Importers here request your exporters adopt standard lor Pakling an"
Tongking Rice suggest three Pakling "nd two T<mgking grades !orward
us 5l) pounds sample fair average quality each type as soon as possible.
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X2

RICE ASSOCIATION OF CALIFORNIA,

B. H. CARMICHAEL,

Acting Secretary.

'Assoriatiton of Exporters and Dealers of Hongkong,
Hongkong, 29th August, 1919.

Chamber of Commerce,
Hongkong.

Gentlemen,__This will acknowledge receipt, June 7th of your cable
gram as follows:-

"Signatories Rice Agreement Thirtyfirst May (stop) Hong
kong Mercantile Company; Soares Company j Humphreys Com
pany j Union Trading Company; Maxim Company; Cooper Com
pany j Rumjahn Company; \Vicking Oompany; David Sassoon Com
pany; 'Ving Oheong Company j Hannibal Company j Mitsui Bussan
Kaisha; Beaumont Company; Dodwell Oompany; Gilman Com
pany; Holland China Trading Oompany; Fungtang j Shewan Tomes.
Company; Hogg Karanjia Company j Rudolf \Volf and Kew ; Hong
kong Import and China Produce Export Company j Iptak Company;
Moulder Company; Gregory Company; Pentreath Company; David
Company; Patell Company j Joseph Brot.hers; Thoresen Company;
'Valter Ford Company j Jardine Matheson Company j Reiss Com
pany j Arnhold Brothers Company; Manners and Backhouse; Brad
ley Company; de Sousa Company; Gibb Livingston Company;
Alves Company; Transmarina Trading Company (stop) Request
San Francisco Chamber Oommerce appoint samp:er our behalf."
The San Francisco Chamber of Commerce advises that they wrote

you on June tJth to the effect :·hat they maintain a thoroughly equipped
grain inspection and sampling department which is fully qualified to
draw samples of rice as \y.ell as other commodities. This department if'
in charge of Ml'. H. C. Bunker, whose ability and integrity are recognised
thl'oughout this country, therefore we have advised Our Chamber of
Commerce of your request, and we will consider Mr. Bunker the official
sampler for your organization.-y'ours, etc.,

Hongkong

Rice Association of California,
San Francisco, Ca!., 21st June, 1919.

Dear Sir,-With reference to this Association's letter of 9th uIt.
on the subject of grading of Rice as agreed upon between the Rice Ex
porters of Hong-kong and the Rice Association .of California, San Fran
cisco, I now .submit for the information of your Committee copy of a
letter received from the Special Sub-Oommitt.ee appointed to pnlCllre
5amples for shipment, as requested, to San Francisco.

My Committee will be glad if you will advise the Rice Association
of California of the inability at present of this Association's Sub-Com
mittee to procure fair average standards of the different grades, including
Pakling and Tonkin Rice.

•
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The Secretary, t d Dealers of Hongkong.
Association of Expor ers an _

Hongkong General Chamber of Cohmm
J
~rce~919.

lIongkong, lot u y,
. 1 r ro'" received here on 3rd

Dear Sir,-With referen.ce to youre~e :~:t~ your letter of the. 1st
d 19th June as per transcnpts enclos, "t to you the ccncluSlODS

an , 0 mittee to tranSIDl . t' ..
May I am directe.d by D?Y om G 1 Oommittee of thel ASSOCla lOll

l'cactled at a Joint Meetmg of the k ener~e Rice Sub_Committee and t~e
of Exporters land Dealers of Ho~gD~:gias and :Mr. Geo. L. Lammert, 10
Eurveyolfs Messrs. Goddard an h ~
regard to'the matters dealt withht e~em. requested to secure, under the

The Rice Sub-Oommittee as een tioned one ton each of
supervision of the two Finns of Survey~~: ~:~h of P~kling and Tonkin
the standards agreed upon, as ~vell ~sa~OoPti;lg standards for the two Ja:-t
rice and to oonsider the questIOn 0 les and t,he result of the e 1

meritioned qualities. As soon as't~le saro~ved they will be forwarded tv
berations of the Rice SUb-Com~~ tee or:~ill b~ar the cost of the samplr"

au. My Oommittee presumes a y Ma the Trade here has so ~r
y . As 'regards your· letter of ~he 1st h' Y~ and should you succeed m
not adopted a grading 0: screenmg macCu:~ittee would be pleased, as

. d' a sUltable onc, my 0 . 1
fmdmg or .eVlsmg It t have full partlcu ars..
explained in my letter.of 11~h u ., IOtter for deta.iled weighmg was con-

The method outlmed m ~our e. h' -1 was unanimously of the
·d d ,·mpracticable by the Jomt Meetmg W .lebl. S0/ of shipments of

SI ere d 0' ent for welg .llllg /0 ld b". ' that the agree arrant:>cm. d 10 COO bags shou -I,
opmlOu d 100' of ShIpments un er, '
10.000 bags or over, an /0

adhered to.--Yours, etc., E. A. M. WILLIAMS,
Secretary.

The Secretary, and Dealers of Hongkong.
Association of Exporters

The Secretary, .'
Rice Association of Oa:hforma,

San Francisco.

Hongkong General Ohamber of Commerce, Cl

Hongkong, 5th August, 19L.

. . formation copy of a letter from
Dear Slr,-I endose f?r y~ur 10 firmin this Ohamber's telegram

the RICe ASSOCiatIOn of Cahforma c~n_ S'gn~tories to the Rice Agree
of 2nd June setting out the names 01 1

ment.-Yours, etc., (S d.) E. A. M. WILLIAMS,
g Secretary-

1 to the Rice Association
The Chamber has to ·day despatched a repJ I noVl enclose fOf your

f California. on the lines indiooted by YOUt" an
o f th letter _Yours e c.,
information a copy 0 e .• E: A. M. WILLIAMS,

Secretary.
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The Secretary.
Hongkong General Chamber of Commerce,

Hongkong.

The Secretary,
Rice Association of Oalifornia.

127, Montgomery Street,
San Francisco, California. RICE ASSOCIATION OF CALIFORNIA

L. R. BISHOP,
Secretary,

•

Hcngkong General Ohamber of Commerce,

Hongkong, 25th November, ]9]9.

Dealr 8ir,-1 beg tn enclose for your information copies of letters (2)
dated dated 23rd ult. fr0m the Rice Association of California with re.
fel'ence to Rice Shipments to the U,S.A.-Yours, etc.,

E. A. M. WILLIAMS,
Secretary.

The Secretary,
Association of Exporters and Dealers of Hongkong.

Telegram from the San Francisco Rice Association received
by the Oharober of Commerce on 18/11/19.

Referring your Rules governing Rice we suggest under Artr.
ele 5 Item 6 be changed to read No.1 Saigon Long, Item 7 to read No.
1 B Saigon Long, No.8 to read NO.1 Saigon Round, No.9 NO.1 B
Saigon R-ound thh~ we believe necessary advise.

Rice Association of California,

San Francisco, Oalifornia, 23rd October, 1919.

Gentlemen,-We have for acknowJedgment your valued fa-yoI' of
September 9th in which you advise that it is considel1'ed advisable to
await the new rice crops which will be available at the end of November
01' the first half of December before. sending us the samples requested by
us some time ago.' /"

We appreciate the conditions which have surrounded the rice in
dustry in the Orient during the past year and feel sure that the action of
yeur special sub-committee is perfectly proper.

Awaiting your further valued favors in the premises, we beg to
remain,-Yours, etc.,
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Hongkong General Chamber of Commerce,
Rongkong, China.

X2

RICE ASSOCIATION.

Rice Association of California,
San Francisco, California, 23rd October, 19]9.

ATTENTION ME. E, A. M. WILLIAMS SECRETARY.

Gentlemen,_We received at this office several days ago a package
containing ?o small hand rice screener which we believe was sent by you
althoug-h we have received no advice from you as to why it was sent.

We assume that .you have .written to us, and believing that your
communication has gone astray, we would ask that you furnish us with a
copy of your letter.

Eo A. M. WILLIAMS"
Secretary.

and Dealers of Hongkong,
'The Secretary,

AS8'o~iation of Exporters

Hongkong General Ohamber of Commerce,
Hongkong, 18th November, 1919.

. f.ormation copy of a telegram
Dear Sir,-I beg to enclose f~r yo~r m estin certain alterations

from the Rice Association ?f Cahforma ;u~g to t;ke your instructions
to the Rice Agreement, anu 1 shall be g a ,
thereon.-Yours, etc.,

Hongkong General Chamher of Commerce,
Hongkong, 9th September, 1919.

letter of 10th July on the subject
Dear Sir,_With reference to my v the A'ssociati,on of Expor.ters

of Rioe Samples,_ I am noW r~~~::t~f~ubihat the special Sub.Commlttee
.and Dealers of HOll?kong. to a ,) furnished its report.
appointed to deal wl~h thIS l1lat:~r /~~se arc unable at present to procure

The Sub-CommIttee state ~.' Y d; eluding Paklinp-" and
fair average standards of the dlff:renS~ gra ~ S~iO"on have prohibited

th t th authorities III lam an <: b 'd 't
T,onkin Rioc,s, a e d the circumstances they conSl er 1

the exportation of Rice, and un er
h

, 'h 'n be available at the end of
advisable to await the new crops w IC ':;Vl e~c
N ovembel' or first half of December.- ours, .,

E. A. M. WILLIAMS,
Se.cretary.

X2

. . S· n have prohibited the exportatio~
'fhe Authorities in Sl8.:ID and algo the Sub-Committee consider It

of Rice and under the clrcumst.an~~sh '11 be available at the end of
.advisable to await the new crops, W HC WI t
November or first half of December.-Yours, e c.,

E. A: M. WILLIAMS,
Secretary.
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Hong1-ong G-eneral Chamber of Commerce,
Hongkong, Ohina.

WILLIAMS,

Secretary..

E. A. M. WILLIAMS,
Secretary.

E" A. M.

The Secl'etarv
Asrwciatia"~ of E . .xporters and Dealers 01 II 1ong congo

The Secretary.
Associatio~ of Exporters and D-calers of H 1ang.cong.

Translation {)f T 1f ,c egram received by the Ch
. rom t 'C Rice Association f C. ~mber of Commerce

. Slam Usual buyer' 0 ahfOlrnra on 24!12/19
dOIng certificates in vie: carnnotbaccept substitutions what do 'YO •o em argo. u pIopose

27D

X2

Hongkong G 1 0cnera hambel' of Commerce
Hongkon 2 d D '. g, n eeember, 1919.

Dear 81r,-1 have for aeknowl d .
~equested, have despatched to San F ~ g~ent your letter of date and il

('lH'S, etc., lanClSCO the telegram set out'tl ' s1ere:n.

Hongkong General Chamber of 0H ommerce,
" ongkong, 24th December" 191D

. Dear 81r,-1 enclo~ef' ' .
C('l\reu from the R· A or your Information C f
tions for Siam UR1;e

1
Rs.sociation of California withO;;f a a telegram. re-

M C .' a ICe. crence to subSt1to.l-

. y ommIttee will be 1 d 'f '.
adVIse me at once 01 the "tt? a 1 you WIll mvestigate tl'POSl lOu.-¥ours etc lIS mattcr and, .,

Association 1 Eo xporters and D Iea ers of Hongkong
Rongkon 0' 30th D 'D . 0' ecember 1919

ear S11',-1 have to th k ' .
copy of a telegram fro h a~' ,you' fo~ your letter of d h . .
to substitutions f S. m t e RIce AssocIation of Carf 2:t I~st. covenng

Th or lam Usual Rice. I orma WIth reference

G
e matter has b .eneral C· een conSIdered bv th R·

Chamber t~~m1ttee of this Association ~ and
e

I ,Ice ~';lb-Committee and tile
,,~spatch the following tele'o-ram t a; Irecte~ to request tJH"

i/ • . Our teleglram Siam Ric eo 0 an FrancIsco:-
I~'3hltutlOlns will not knowingly beeis~~~~ ,?ertificates covering sub-

S. Jas urther bee d . .
• 19natories to the R' 01. n eClded to issue the folIo· O·ICC n.greement :__ . WIng Ircular to

nICE ASSDCIATION OF CALIFORNIA

L. R. BISHOP,
Secretary.

E. A. M. WILLIAMS,
SecretaIY.

E. A. M. WILLIAMS,
Secretary.

Association of Exporters and Derders of Hongkong,
Hongkong, 2nd December, 1919.

Dear Sir,-1 have to thank you [or your letter of 18th ult. covering
copy of a telegram received from the Rice Association of California with

reference to alterations to the Agreement.
At a Meeting of my Committee held to-day, it was agreed to alter

the wording of the Agreement in the manner suggested by San Francisc0.
lLnd my Committee will be glad if you \vi11 kindly tra!lsmit to, San

Francisco the following telegram :-
"'You'r telegram rererring rules we agree yJur suggestion"."

Yours, etc.,

'fhe Secretary,
Rice Association of California,

San Francisco, Ca1.

The S(l~retarY.
Hongkong General Chamber of Commerce.

Hongkong General Chamber of C )mroerce,
Hongkong, loth Dec3mbel', 1919.

Dear Sir,~I have for acknowledgment your letters (2) of 23rd

Octabel".
Rice Samples.-rrhese have still not yet been procured.
Rice Sieve.-This was despatch.ed by parcel post in .ar£ordancc with

the penultimate paragraph of my letter of 11th June to which I wouM

'again direct your attention.
Alterat.ion to Article 5 of AYl'eement.-I hM'C noW pleasllre to cr'll-

firm telegrams which have 'l'ecently pass,ed on the above subject, as per
attached circular letter to Signatories with altered Agreement.

/3 ignato1'ies to Agl'ccment.- I attaeh herewith a list of additional
Signatories to, the Agreement which please affix to your cOPy·-YOUl's:

etc.,

•

etc.,

We are now haying the Rice Importers ·)f this association affix their.
signatures to the ,agreement covering established standards, etc., similar
to the ones signed by the various Rice Expurters of Hongkong, and ,ve
will arrange to send you a duplicate of the d:)cument as soon as all of the

signatures have been obtained.
Assuring you of our hearty co~operationJ we beg to rema.in,--Yours,

. I



WILLIAMS,

Secretary.
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SIGNATORIES TO AGREEMENT TO DATE.

HONGKONG SIGNATORIES.

S
The Hongkong Mercantile

oares and Co. Co., Ltd.

'y. G. Humphreys and Co
U mo.n Trading 00. .
MaXIm. and Co.
Cooper and Co.
U. Rumjahn and Co.
Harry Wicking and Co
D~vid Sassoon and O~. Ltd.
'Vlllg Oheong Co. . <l

,~: A.. Hannibal and 00.
}.utSUl Bussan Kaisha Ltd
.E. A. Beaumont and Co .
Dodwell and Co., Ltd.'
Gllman and Co., Ltd
Rolland Ghina Tradin' C
Fun5' Tang. g o.

Shewan, Tomes and C
Hogg K" o., aranJla and Co Ltd
Rudolf Wolff and Kew Ltd .
Hongkong Import and Ch:Iv Tak and Co. Ina Produce Export (:0.

A. B. Moulder and 00., Ltd.
T. M. Gregory and C
Pentreath and Co o.
S. J. David and 00'., Ltd
Patell and Co .
Joseph Bros..
Thoresen and 0
Walter Ford anto
Ta d' M o.
R
• : me, atheson and Co Ltd.

elSS and Co. .,
Arnhold Bros. and Co. LW
Manner d B k ' .B dl s an ae house Ltd

ra ey and 00., Ltd' .
De Sonsa and 00. .
J. M. Alves and Co
Glbb. Livingston a~d Co.

X2

I am directed to :re u .Agreement is strictI dh q est your aSSIstance in seein
tificate granted by Y 31. ered to, and that the cargo g tdhat the Riceyou IS exactly what it cOvere by the eel'-purports to be.-Yours et, C"

E. A. M.

Messrs.. Goddard and D I
H

aug as
ongkong. '

E. A. M. WILLIAMS,
Secretary.

The Secretary,
Hongkong General Chamber of Commerce.

Rice Shipments to U. S.A.

TIte Hongkong General Chamber of Oommerce is m receipt of the
following telegram from the Rice Association of Californi.a;-

" Siam Usual bUyeJrs cannot accept substitutio;lS what do you
"propose doing certificates "in view of embargo"

to which the Chamber has replied as follows;-
"Your telegram Sia.m Rice Stop Certificates covering sub

" stitutions will not knowingly be issued."
"The Ohamber has officially notified the Association of Exporters

and Dealers of Hongkong that it will not knowingly certify any substitute
{ar the cargo which the surveyor's certificate purports to cover, and tlw
Ohamber's Surveyors have been requested to exercise the greatest oare."

"The view of the Ohamber with which my Association concurs, is
that contracts fOf {orwaJrd sales of Siam Usual are a matter for individual
compromise between the parties to the Contract."-Yours, etc.,

Hongkong GenB'fal Chamber of -Commerce,
Hongkong, 31st December, 1919.

. Dear S~r,-My Chamber is in receipt of the following telegram from

the Rice Association of California:-
"Siam Usual buyers ca.nnot accept substitutions what do you

"propose doing certificates in view of embargo."
My Committee have replied that no certificates will be issued by

.this Chamber covering a substitution for Siam Usual.

Dear Sir,-My Chamber is in Ireceipt of the following telegram from

the Rice Association of California:-. " Siam Usual buyers cannot aceept substitutions what do you

II propose doing certificates in view of embargo."
My Committee have replied that no certificates win be issued by

this Chamber covering a substitution for Siam Usual.
I am directed to request your assistance in seeing that the Rice

Agreement is strictly adhered to, and' that,. the cargo covered by the cer
tificate granted by you is exa-ctly what it purports to be._Yours, etc.,

G. P. Lammert, Esq.,
Hongkong.

X2

E. A. M. WILLIAMS,
Secretary.

Hongkong General Chamber of Commerce,
Hongkcng, 31st December, 1919.
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GATTEY & BATEMAN,.

Secretaries.
l'he Secretary,

Hongkong General Chamber of Commerce.

Dear Sirs,_At the Annual General Meeting of this Chamber held
on the 23rdMarch. the following Resolution was unanimously passed:-

,; Reso"lved that this meeting protests against the system
whereby the local Government mUcit indent for its supplies tlll'ougl,
the Crown Agents, and requests the Gene·ral Commit.tee to take
such action as they rna,}' think proper to remedy thIS state of
affairs, so that local firms mny, in future. be given the opportunity
of competing for the business. "
At the present time the F.M.S. Government is placing as mudl of

its business locally as possible, and presumably the same applies in the
Colony, but this is entirely on account of existing conditions as regards.
shipping space and manufacture, a-r.ld is in nowise due to any recognition
nn the part of Government of the right of bocal firms to compete for the
business. It is thought that when conditions revert to normal, the busi
ness community here will !be unable to get redress in this matter unless
some action be taken presently to establish Our point of view.

In certain lines, Government departments are of course big con
sumers: and it is thou~ht that, if loca.l merchants had thf' opportunity of
competing fOT this business, it might he of assistance (indirectly) to us in
Our efforts to estahliSlh Our trade after the Wall' in competition with
foreign finns.

I am now instrur.ted by the Genera,l Committee of this Oh:lmber
to approach your Chamber as to whether YQU would he willing to unite
with us in a protest to be laid before the new1.v appointed Trade Com
missioner to Singapore at some earI.v date. It is considered that this
official would be the propelI' individual to address, a,s he wiII be in direct
touch with the new Department of Overseas Trade; also in view of the
fa.ct that the local Government has no power in the matter, but merely
acts nnder instructions from Home.

CR01,YN AGENTS.

Kuala Lumpur, 18th April, 1918.
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The Oommittee of our Chamber arc in sym.pathy with the sugges
tions made by the F. M. S. Chamber, and at a recent me~ting we ~ere
instructed to write to VOll stating that our COIDIDlttee beheve
that the practice in your Col~ny is similar' to that in Singapore, and
enquiring whether, if yOU' also are in sympathy with the s~gges~~ons, you
would be willing to make a joint protest to Government wIth thIS Colony
against the oresent practice.

A similar letter has been sent to the Chamber of Commell'ce in
(Jeylon.-Yours, pte.,

y g

"Transmarina>l rrrading Co.
Suzuki and Uo.
Silva-Netto and Co,.
Mit~ubishi Shoji Kals~a) Ltd·
J M da Rocha and Co.
Ha-stings~ Hodge and Co.
Carvalho and Go·
IJaciftc Rice Mills.
Hontsz and Co., Ltd.
Botelho Bros.

SAN FRANCISCO SlGNATORlESo

W. Phillips and Co.
A. O. Andersen and Co.
Leon Israel and Bros.
S. L. Jones and Co.
Mitsui and CO" Ltd.
Pacific Rice Mills. Co
American Finance and Comme~~~ .
American Import and Export
F. W. Peters a.nd 0,0,
American Tradmg Co.
\V R. Grace and Co.
F;ame~ Leaycraft and Co.
Hind, Holph and Co.

Leon Lewin. . C Inc.
r:hina Agonev and Tradmg 0.,.
lJnited Statd's Trading CorporatIOn,
·Pacific Trading Co., Inc.
Rosenberg Bros. and Co....
M. J. Brandenstein and Co.
Balfour, Guthrie ?,ud Co.
National Rice MIl\!;.

----

CROWN AGENTS.

of Commerce and Exchange.Singapore Ohamber b 1919
Singapore, 31'd Octo cr, .

'1.' f lettei' elated 18th Apn ,
D Sir -We enclose herewIth a copy °Ch<1 bel' of Commerce, to-ear ~, . d f tho F M. S. am

1918 which we receIve rom . t' ~th

geth~r with a. copy of our reply :he~~r~iler letter on thi~ subject dated 0
We also enclose a copy 0 a

Reptembcr.

Xi

~82
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E. A. M. WILLIAMS,

Secretary.

Hongkong General Chamber of Commerce,

Hongkong, 11 th November, .1910.

HOIlgkong General Chamber of Commerce,

Hongkong, . 11th November, 1919.

Secretaries.

(Sd.) BROWN, PHILIPS AND
STEWART,

Penang, 9th May, 1918.

Dear Sir,-With reference to your letter of tho 18th ultimo and our
reply of 23ro ultimo, we beg to inform you that the question of the "Crown
Agents" was discussed at a meeting of the Committee held on 7th inst.
,,,-hen it- was decided that it sh·ould be left OVer for further discussion when
the Trade Commissioner for the Straite Settlements arrives in the Colony.
-Yours. etc.,

Dear Sir,-I am directed to acknowledge receipt of your letter of
3rd ult. covering correspondence between the F.M.S. Chamber of Oom
merce and your Chamber on the subject of the Crown Agents S.ystem.

This is a matter w·hich has been the subject of previous correspon
dence between this Chamber and the Hongkong Government, and I now
enclose for your information copies of such correspondence from which
you will learn that in 1917 the Go.vernmer.t here announce its complete
satisfaction with the Crown Agents System.

The view point of Government may now be somewhat different and
the' subject will be re-opened, for the purpose of which, copies of y.our
enclosures will be made use of.

In the meantime I am to assure you that fhi,s Cfiamber is in entire
sympathy with your suggested action and will support whatever step!
may he taken to have the Crown Agents System entirely abolished._
Yours, etc"

The Secretaries,
Singapore Chfl.mber of Com::nerce and Excbango,

Singapore.

Sir,-I have the honour to enclose for the information of His
Excellency the Governor copy of oorrespondence received from the
Singapore Ohamber of Commerce with reference to the System obtaining
in the F. M. S. as 'lere, whereby Government must indent for supplies
through the Crown Agents.

5th September, 1919.Kuala Lumpur,

of m letter to you dated 18th A~ril
Dear Sirs,.-I encl~~ a o~~rest ag~inst the arrangement by whICh

1918 on the subJect of a Jomt P t throu h the Crown Agents. _ .
all Government orders must be ~en b an;e for over a year awalt:ng _the

The matter has now ?e~n 10 a ey m Committee think tha~ m VleW
. 1 f the Trade CommIssIOner, and Y -II . e l't is undesuable toarrIva o. h n this officer W1 arnvof the uncertamty as to w e

delay action any 10n~e_r. th t a .oint representation to the local Gdoier:
They a,re of oplDlOn .a ] dealin with the matter, an a

ment will he the most effectIv~ way of hi gsu gesti-o:n. .
to enquire if your Cham?ehr wIll ~grt~e~~ ~et~er ~bove mentioned receIved

I enclose a copy ot t e rep y
from the Penang Chamber,-I aID, etc.,

(Sd.) P. W. GLEESON,
General Secretary.

'The Secretary, .
F. M. S. Chamber of Cammel ee,

Kua1a Lumper.

(Sd.) GATTEY & BATEMAN, .
Secretanes.

CROWN .AGENTS·

f lettor of 18th instdut,
Dear Sir,-We have to ~hank y.on ordy~~rthe n~xt meeting of our

d . f you that same wIll be dlscusse aan to In Ofm
Committee.-'Ve arc, etc.,

(Sd.) P. W. GLEESON,
General Secretary,

F. M. S. Chamber of Commerce.
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The Secretaries,
Singapore Ohambff of Commerce,

Singapore.

'l'he Secretaries, d Exchange.
Singf\pore Chamber of Commerce an

Singapore.

Singapore, 23rd April, 1918.

Y 2

. d d that Government be obliged to
You will note it is not recommeu

h
ell British merchants shall be

I II but merely t at cca
place its indents oca Yl . f r the business. f
given the opportunity of competlll~d0 cd to the Penang Chamber 0

A similar letter has been a ress
-Commerce.-I am, etc.,



E. A. M. Wrr.T,IA~IS,

Secretary.

RIOE ASSOCIATION.

Hong~:cng General Chamber of Commer~e,

Hongkong, 12th July, ]9]9.

EMK\.RGO ON AND OONFISCATION OF RIOE

8HIPMENTS FROM HONGKONG.

Translation of telegram received by the Chamber of Commerce
from the Ilice Assoc.~ation of California on 3/7/19.

San Francisco, 25th June, 1919.

Hongkong- General Chamber of Commerce,
Hongkong, 4th J"Iy, 1819.
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Please ascertain and telegraph us pre:mptly if theiI'e will be embargo
upon Rice effective 7th July. If there will be advise us to what countries
applicable, also state what is the reason for embargo. Importers strong.
ly urge you to make strong effort to have existing contracts for June/Jul:,..,
July/August shipments. Expenditure on importers here have resold 10

various parts of world and mURt fulfil contracts.

Dear Sir,-I enclose [all' your information copy of a telegram which
has been received from the Rice Association of California dealing with
the question of an embargo on Rice shipments to America [for'll this
port.

The Chamber has taken the matter up with the Government, and
.vill advise you in due course of the Governm0nt's decision, which will be
immediatel,Y cahled to San Francisc.,.-Yours, ct.:::.,

Thc Secreta.ry,
Association of Exporters and Dealers of Hongkong,

8i1',-I have the honollr to enclose for your information, a. C/:Jpy d
n telegram lfeceived by this Cha.mber from the Hice Associ;1tior. of Cali.
fornia with reference to Rice 8hipmenb to the· United States of America.

The question of gULding of Rice Shipments to San Francisco h:i·s
for nearly a year been engaging the attentioli of this Ch3mbor and the
Association. of Exporters and Dealers of Honbkong, and only r~c'~ntly has
an Agreement been ar..rived at. with the Rice Association of C'-aliforni.'l
\vith regard to standards. copy of which Agreement which came into [orc'c
from 1st June, I now enclose for ~"mlr mf;)rmation.

Hon...-kong General Ghamber of Commerce,
o Hongkong, 9th December, ]919.

he 11th Novcmo·m and your repl.Y
Sir,_Reverting to my.letter o.t t, me tllat. the Secretary of ~tate

of the ]5th November, in wl~lch y~~~ll~~:~:: expressAd in my lett~r ot ~\l:
llad not made any coromen. on "rc"t that the matter e ag
- ICll'" I am dlrected to s~go '. tl t he has noW haclloth Ja.nuary, ~ I I, . of State m the hope lR

brought before tile Sec~'etary pinion thcreon.-I am, ('tc_,
sufficient time to [ormu ate an 0

E. A. ,,1. WILLIA)IS,
i:iecl'ctarj' -

Colonial Secretary's Office,

lIongkong, 16th December, 1919.

tt f the 9th December, I am
S:r __\\Titll rdf'TCnee to your Ie} er b °en referred to the Sccretf~ry

I, t d- to inform yuu that the ffi:t.ttCl' laS e
( 1rc(' e . I '11 etc
of Stntc for the Cdomes.- a~ l " CLAlTD SEVERK\

Colonial oecreta:·y.

The Honourabl€
Tne Colonial Sp.cretarY.

The Honourahle
The Colonial Secretary.

The Secretary, I Chamber of Commerce.
Hongkong Genera

l: '2

b'ect of correspcn-
hioh has previously been the su J nd my Com-

This is a matter W b d tIle Government here, a . d l'n
h' Cham er an' . J " w· expresse

denee between t IS t nity of connrmmg tIe \ Ie S t of State

mitt:leett~ro:f;~~~ ~~:~u~;.~~r19~7, and ,to eno~~;~'~c~f :~:~~~~t:~ ~~~lim three
my e. . 'deration to the COlfCSP
has gIven hIS consl
, ago,-I have, etc., E A. M. WILLIAMS.

J eafS . . Secretary.

"The ~ecretaYy~ f C-cmmerc6"enera] Chamber 0IIongkoll1.. 'J_

Colonial Secretary's Ofllce,
Hongkong, 15th November, 1919.

o of the nth November, 1919.
Sir _With reference to .y?,:! ~ette~r Government supplies through

dealing ~ith the system of 'reqUl~ltlO~l:~f directed 'to inf~rm you that. the
the Crown Agents for the Col~mesJ comment on the sub.lect.-I am. etc.,

S . t"ry of State haR not rna e a.ny
eele - "R~

CLAUD SEV,o '"
Colonial Secretary.
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E. A. M. WILLIAMS,

Secretary.

----

The Honourable
The Colonial Secretary.

289

Translation of Telegram received from thfl. Rice

Association of Oalifornia on 5/8/19

Replying to your telegram just· received 25th .Tuly hav~ received ad
VIce of your Government confiscating stocks telegraph partIculars.

Sir,-With reference to your letter of 14th alt. concerning the ex
[Jo'tt of Rice from this Colony, on the strength of whi(:h, the following tele
gram was despatched to San Francisco:_

"Hongkong Government no intention embargo RiCE" export"
this Chamber is now in receipt of a telegram from the Rice Association of.
California reading:-

"Replying to your telegram just received 25th Jul,r 11 ave re
"ceived advice of yOUtf Government confiscating stocks telegraph
" particulars."
My Committee will be glad if you \vill be good enough to supply

them ,vith information regarding the position of the Rice export trade as
a.ffecting exports to the Pacific Coast so that a telegflaphic reply may be.
despatched to San Francisco.-I have, etc.,

Translation of telegram received from Messrs. Frame

Leaycraft & 00., San Francisco on 8/8/19.

Hong-kong Genernl Chamber of C0mmene,

Hongkong, 6th August, 1919.

Z 2

Translation of telegram ,received from Messrs.

Brandenstein on 15/8/19.

·We wish to strongly protest action Hongkong Government con
fiscating 1,100 tons Rice bought through Da Rocha. Rice booked for
Haiwaiian Maru June, vessel delayed by repairs. We liable to purchasers
as vessel specified fol'. In any event Rice coated and therefore is not suited.
for Chinese consumption. We liable very hea.vy damages unless contract
fUlfilled.

Beaumont cables your Government seized 1,600 tons our Rice with-.
out redress heavy loss are entitled to just compensation based on re
cognii5ed laws international justice cable what do you recommend

Telegram to f· 0
. t' San ranCISC ,

Rice Assocla lOU, l- .' barg" ~;r'.D ex-vort.. tentlOn em ~.- .
Go~..ernment no m OMMERCE.

HO','GKOXG OHA~1BER 0 ,- .
Hongkong

Colonial Secretary's Office,
Hongkong, 14th July, 1919.

ter of the 12th July, I am directeJ
Sir _With reference ~o yo~r let

f
this Government to place an em-

, -' t the mtentlOn 0 '
to state that It IS no _ f . tl is Colony.-I am, etc.,
barO"o on the export of nce rnm 1

o A. G. 111. FLETOHER,
Colonial Seer::: ~ary-

The Honourable
The Colonial Secretary.

, ~ ~ n I Chamber o~ Cotnl~!('t';·e,
Hongb-Oag _...enera . J I 1919

Hongkong, 15th U Y, .

f 4th July I have noW
Dear Sir,-\Vith reference to n~y l.e,tt~rbOy the Cha~bC!r from th.e

of a reply looene , of Cham-
Pleasure to enclose copy. (; t t' s to America, also copy

d' RlCe expor a Ion
Government regar mg . . Yours c1N.,
ber's telegram to San Fl'anClsco.- "

E. A. M. WILLIAMS,
Secretary.

The ~rcrctary, .' 1 Dealers of Hon~~;;:ong.
i\~so('ia.tion of Exporters am

The Secretary, Chamber of Commerce.
Hongkong General

Z2
. f the Gove tro 4

1 "ssurance rom
My Committee wi~l ~e ;~~o~ft~np~:~: :n embargo on neef:~P~l~:~

ment that it is not theIr mt r San Francisco Importers. Thelin would
from this Colony as f:a~~da~8!re of the effect suc~ t pro:e

d
t;at it is

the Governmen~t~re m~st valuable trade~ of the 0 o~~~voiding an em-
have on one at e t phasize the Importance 0

f them 0 em ~ .
unnecessary or b rOr.1ptlv put In

bargo ;r~ ~~~:~:teewill be ~lad i~:h:h~;·~~~;rf~:~w~tl~ re~ard to cur-

" position to wire San ~r:~t~S~O;y be al1ayed.-I have, etc.:
rent commitments at an:,:

E. A. M. WILLIAMS,
Secretary.
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.:<IENRY A OASTRO

The Secreta_ry per pro. E "B ', ..."1. eaumont & 0

Hongkong Gene'ral Cha.mher of C 0_. - ommerce.

WILLIAMS,

Secretary.

WILLIAMS,
Secretary,

J. M. Ja Rocha & Co
Hongkong. "

E. A. Beaumont & (;
Hcmgkong. ~.,

Hongkong G Ienera Chamber 01 Commerce
. Hongkong, 16th AuguHt, ~919.

Dear SIrS-I be t I
gram :received from I.:i -0 enc ose for your information
relative to the pu h essrs. Frame Leaycraft & Cc ~ ~opy of a tele
ffieut, which undel~c a~e of 1,100 tons of Rice by th:-H

o
:n Francis'Jo

I .11 can ract you had arran, d } . ong ong Govern-
Associa;i:: ~~cb~efa copy 01 this Chambe~'~ t:fe;:~~tOI ~an Fraucisco.
the HongkOTw G I orma, San Francisco, which e I? ~te to ~he Rice:
~hall be glad if y::~:~rtenlt on thhe Rice sjtu<ltionX~~~o~lCk attItude of
the tIeegrao to yo S F gong and I

. m -ore er to the Ri A •.. ur an 'rancisco f' . d ' " ~
Yours etc ce SSOclatwn of Oalifornia f Iem s advlsmg-"'. or an explanation._.

E. A.. M.

Messrs.

Messr~.

HongkonO'b c 1 C~enera 'hamber of CoI-I k mmerce,
Dca' S'. ang ong, 16th Auo-lIst 1919

I 11 S.-I beg to 1 0, .
g,'am received from M _ enc ose for your informaJion
purchase of 1 600 t eSSIs: Brandenstcin of San F ~ . a copy _of a tele·
contract you i d' ons of RICe by the Hongkong G I aneISCO relatIve to the

I I la arranged to ship to San F. . overnment, which under
a. so enclose a. f IanCISCo

~iC:h:S;I~~~~on~ol Cali~~Za~ S~~i1·~~~~~~r'~htel~gram of Jate to the
1 shall be gla~~f Government on the Rice ~itu:~~ explams the attitude
ing them . 1 you wilJ telegraph to our S < lOn a:t Hongkong and

Y
to refer to th0 Rice ~s . t' y an FrancBco friend 'J'

_ Ours etc '... SOCIa lOn of Oaliforn' f s a VIS-
, " Ja, or an explanation.

E. A. M.

E. A. Beaumont & C
H

0.,

D
" ongkung 21 t A

ear Sir 1tT,'th f ' s. ugust. J919,-vv re erent: t . ,. .

:,~n~o::'t~:n~t~egra,:, receiv:J ~:o~'~u~et6~~:b~he/6th instant enclo,-
of Rice we h 0., of San Francisco relativ r lorn. Messrs. M.•T.
have, as yo:dinus~~~; c~ntract to them and se7z:~ ty~~:~~ty of 1600 tons.
pleasure to hand te telegraphed reply to the 'J overnment, we

you a-copy of such reply _y m. an enclosed have
_' _ . ours, etc.,

Copy of Chambe,r's telegram to the Rice Association

01 Oalifornia dated 16/8/19.

Replying to your telegram confiscation Government states in order
provide rice immediate needs local population powers compulsory pur~
chase exercised bought 7,500 piculs destined New York 32,250 piculs destin~
ed San Fl'anc,sco. Government's policy has been to buy firstly from
stocks consigned countries where Rice not staple food of population but
purchases been distributed over stocks generally and large quantity for
Japan taken over Government state aR far as can be foreseen will not be
necessary further interfere rice consignments United States. Govern
ment repeat no intention embargo export.

Hongkong Genera.l Chamber of Commerce,
Hongkong, 16th August, 1919.

Dear Sir,-In connection with telegrams received from the Rice
_J\ssociation of California on the subject of emb3..rgo on Rice Shlpmcnts
from Hongkong, I have noW pleasure in enclosing herewith for your in
fOirmation, copy of the Ohambees telegraphic reply despatched to-day,
which explains the position taken up by the Government here in rega.rd
to rice exportations from the Colony to the Pacific Coast.-Yours, etc.,

The Secretary,
Hongkong General Chamber of Commerce.

E. A. M. WILLIAMS,
Secretary.

Colonial Secretary's Office,
Hongkong, 14th August, 1919.

The Secretary,
Association of Exporters and Dealers of Hon;rkong.

Z~
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Sir,-With refe,rence to your lettel' of the 6th August, I am directed
t" inform you that this Government recently found it necessary, in order
to provide rice for the immediate needs of the local population, to
exercise its powers of compulsory purchase, and it bought 7,500 plcnls
destined for New York and 32,250 piculs destined for San Francisco. This
Government's policy in buying has been to buy in the first instance from
stocks consigned to countries where rice is not the staple food of the
population; but its purchase!' have been distributed over stocks general
ly, and a considerable quantity of rice bound for Ja,pan has been taken

over.
As far as can be foreseen, it will not be necessary to inte.rfere fur-

ther with rice conslgned to the United States of America.-I am, etc.,

A. G. M. FLETOHER,
Colonial Secretary.



-.---

E. A. M. WILLIAMS,
decretary.

I am directed by my Committee to request that you will be good
enough to convey to His Excellency the Governor their appreciation
of the opportunity he gives the Ohamber of being represented on this
Committee and to inform him that the Chamber has pleasure in
Rubmitting the name of Mr. G. M. Young for his approval.-I have etc.,

E. A. M, WILLIAMS,
Secretary.

'The Honourable
The Colonial Secretary.

G. M. Young, Esq.,
Hongkong.

Butterfield and Swire,
Hongkong, 29th December, ]919.

Dear 8ir,--1 a!ll in l'eceivt of your letter of even date, and shall be
pleased to act as the representative of the Hongkong General Chamber
of Commerce on the Committee to consider the drafting of a new
Ordina·nce for the regulation of the Volunteer Corps, from the view
point of employers of men who may be expected to join.-YouJ's, etc.,

G. M. YOUNG.

A 3

E. A. M. Williams, Esq.,
Secretary,

Hongkong General Chamber of Commerce.

Hongkong Genera.! Ohamber of Commercc,
Hongkong, 29th Decemher, 1919.

Dear Sir,-His Excellency the Govcl'llor has requested the
Chamber to nominate a representati\'e on the Committee to be appointed
to consider t.he drafting of a new Ordinance for the regulaticn of the
Volunteer CorDS.

My Committee has put your name forward as the Chamber's
nominee and will be glad to learn that you will ~:.;present the view point.
of employers of men who may be expected to join the Corps.-Yours,
etc.,

Ooloni,al Secretary's Office,
Hongkollg, 12th January, 1920.

Sir, -With reference to your letter of t.he '29't11 "December, I am
directed to inform you that His Excellency the Governor approves of the
appointment of Mr. G. M. Young to be a member of the Committee to
consider the drafting of a. new Volunteer Ordinance. Mr. Young has
already at'tended the meetings of the Committtee.-I am

l
etc.,

CLAUD SEVERN,
Colonial Se'..~retary.

The Secrehr,.
Hongkong General Chamber of Commerce.

G . I Chamber of Commerce,Hongkong enera '
Hongkong, 29th December, 1~19.

1 d e receipt of your letter of
S' -I have the honour to .acknow ~ g tl at His Excellency the

II', ing the mformatlOn I . d y of the
the 19th instant convey. 00 mittee under the presl enc. f a
Governor proposes to apP?mt &h TID ps to consider the draftmg 0

C mmandmg t e .roo , C
lIeneral Officer 0 1 t' f. the Volunteer orps.
u~w Ordinance for the regu a lOU 0 .

------

A. G. M. FLETCHER,
Colonial SecretaIY·

The Secretary,
Hongkong General Chamber of C)mmerce.
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Colonial Secretary's Office,
£Iongkong, 19th December, 1910.

H" Excellency the Governor
Sir -I am directed to iD:form yo~ th~~1e ~sre~'idency of the (Jeneral

1 • t a Oommlttee un er. d ftiuO" of a new
pr~poses to app~~n the 'froops, t,) consIder the r~ th:t' he wishes
Officer Cornman mg ] t' n 0'[ the Volunteer Corps an f . '" .. f the

. f th regu a 1'0 h' t 0 VIC ,> vOrdmance or e h NiH represent t e pam

to appoi.n\~th~~e:e~v:o~a~ be expected to ~t:~~:rC~~fI~' suggest a
ernployeis t therefore that your 't' desired that

I am to reque~ ittec at an early date as 1 IS
suitable person for thIS Co~rn 0('0 as possible,_I am etc.,
the Committee should IDee as s

Translation of Telegram de~patched to

M
", J Branocnstem & Co,)

eSRl'S• .:.n· .

San FrancIsco. •

Hongkong, 21st August, 1919.

f C mel ce hereto) Chamber 0 om .
Vvith reference to your tele~r~m ( r port for full eX'Plauatio~ In

f you to aSSOcIatIOn you
they instruct us re er .

. 'th Government seIzure.connectIon WI

HONGKONG DEFENCE CORPS.



WILLIAMS,
,Secretary.

E. A. M. WILLIAMS
Sec:etar,y.

The Honourable
The Colonial See,;'etary,

The HonoUl'alIe
The Colonial Secretary.

Hongkong General C'llumber of Commerce,

Sir,-I have th h Hongkong, 13th May 1919
"' II e onour t ' ...l'.xce ency the Offi. .. 0 announce for th' .
Meeting of the C~e, i,"'dnnDlstering the Goyernmeet m~ormatlOn Jf Hi,
Victor David pamer, held at 4 o'clock - n, mt at a General
f ,arr was una . p. m. to·day Mr Ed
or the seat th . nllMllsly elected a th Ch' . wal·d

absence from t~: C ~ Leg,·slahve CouQcil. ren~ere~ amber's nominee
In con t" 0 O?Y on leave of the Hon M·· H vacant during the

f II nec IOn Wlth tl b . 1. olvoak
o owing papers: _ 1e a @lye nomination I b . t i1 ' eg 0 land you t.he

, A copy of the n t'. .2. A list of membeo, Ice. convelUng the Meeting.
3, Th IS Olesent

e name of the ca~ltlid . . '
seconde.r.-I have, etc.,ate and those of the proposer and

NOTICE .

Hongkong Gene""l Cl ba lam er of Commeree

S

" HOllo-kono- - t M '
, lr,_'With refe' ~ 0' is 1: ay, 1919.

have the hon .lenee to your letter N
the Chamber °hu~. t~o mform you that a. Gene:;1 2:2/~918 oE 29th ult., I
of nominat,'n sR .~en called for Tuesday 13tl . ee IDg of j).icmbel's f,f

, g a epl'ese t t" ,1 lnstant f· th
t,ve Council.during thO ~ a "'e of this Chamber tu sen: or e pm'poso
-I have, etc., e a senee on leave of the Hon Mr

c
~n the Leglsl".. .. H. Holyoa.l;

E. A. 11.

B3

HONGKONG GENERAL CHAMBER
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A GENERAL MEETINGDAY), May 13th at •. of :\Iembers will be he
BANK BUILDING .4 p.m.,."" the CHAMBEU uo6d

TO~DAY (Tl'ES·
mg a Represe t· t' ' 3, Queen's Road Central f tl M, CHAUTERED
dill'ing the ab naIve of thc Cham her to sen:e or t;e purp?se of nominat.

sence on leave of the Hon, Ml' pon
H

le Leglsl~tive Connell
. . . Holyoak.

By Order,

E. A. 111. WILLIA MS,
t:iecl'etary.

P. H. HOLYOAK.

P. H. HOLYOAK.

A. G. M. FLETCHER.
Colonial Secretary.

Sir,-I am directed to request that the necessary. steps may be
taken to nominate a memher of the Chamber of Commerce to serve on the
J.egislativc Council during the absence from the Colony of the Honourable
M,r. P. H. Holyoak, with effect from the 2nd May.-I am, etc.,

Sir,-I have the honour to apply for leave of absence from the
Legislative Council for about eight months, dating from the second of
May. It is impossible to give thc precise time that I shall be away be·
cause so much depends upon conditions which I may find at home.

On receipt of your Excellency's instrnctions the Chamber of Com·
merce will proceed to elect a representative to serva upon the LegtslatlVo

OOHDcil during my absence.With sincerest thanks for your many courtesies and with best

wishes,-I have, etc.,

Hongkong, 29th April, 1919.

H ~s Excellency,The OfliceJ' Administering the Government.

The S('~retary.Hongkong General Chamher of Comm
clCC

•

Hongkcng, 29th Aprii, 1919.
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,

Colonial Secretary's OffLee.
.l:Iongkong, 29th April, 1919.

E. A. M. Williams, Esq.,
Secretary,Hongkong General Chamber of CommeTce.

Dear 8il',-1 have pleasure in hunding you copy of my letter to hi~
Excellency, the Officer Administering the Government applying for leave
of absence for some eight months and you will no doubt receive, in due
c('urse,the usual official intimation from the Government asking the
Chamber to elect a. representative during my a.bsence.

I trOW beg to formally apply to the Oommittee for leave of. absence

from the Committee during the same period.
With best wishes for the increasing prosperity aud usefulness of thQ

Chamber.-Yours, etc.,

CHA11BER'S REPRESENTATIVE 0); THE LEGISLATIVE COliNCli.

I,
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EDWARD VICTOR DAVID PARR, ESQ.

Chamber d Commerce.
Secretan
H()ngk(;~g General

,197

B 3

Colonial Bccl'etarv'~ Offi~ b ce

Si. " Hongkong, 19th May, ;919

, l,-V\'lth reference t .
d,lredeJ to inform Oll th 0 . your letter of the 13th M
(,ove,rnment has beY 1 at HIS Excellency the Offi Ada~, 1919, I am
and subject to Hise';l ea~e,q to appoint Mr. E. V. ~r P n:mistering the
Member of. t\, ~ La . J a:.Je:nj s pleasure to be t . ~n, provlswnallv
Mr. P. H. H;I~'o,:I~~ibve C~uncil duri;lg the ab:::coralf'llYI- an Unoffici;\am, elC., (' 0 t 1e Honourable

A. G. M. FLETCHER,

Colonial Secretary.

•

The

J. J\.. PIUlnme~·.

R. Ross Th(lm~on.

R. B. Cooper.
G. M. Lakin.'
B. W. Tare.
Oha". Beswick.
S. H. Dodwell.
K. S. Morrison.
D. K. Blair.
A. O. Lang.
W. L. Pattenden.
C. Bond.
F. Gra.ham.
Henry Humphreys.
T. E. Pearce.
W. M. Humrhreys.
J. Johnstune.
F. Maitland.
E. A. M. Williams.
N. Mady.
A. G. Coppin.
E. V. D. Parr and

P. L. Knigbt.
H. Stephens.
s. G. Newall.
C. H. P. Hay.
.T. O...ven Hughes.

Representat~\'e.

\v. M. "Humphrpys. BSQ ..
Partner, 'V. G. HumphreYf> & Co.

A. G. Coppin, Esq.,
Manage.r for Hongkcng and South China.

:\"estk and Anglo-Swiss Condensed Milk Co., Lc;::.d:m.

Seconded by:-

rroposed by:-

Narne of Firm.

Bradley & Co., Ltd.
Butterfield & Swire
Cawasjee Pallanjee &. Co.
China Borneo Co., Ltd.
China Nlntual Life Insurance Co" Ltd.
China Sugar Refining Co., Ltd.
Dodwell & Co., Ltd.
Eastern Asbesto~ Co.
Fire Insurance Association of Hongkong.
Gibb Livingston & Co., Ltd.
Gilman & Co., Ltd.
Ga,nde Price -& Co., Ltd.
Hongkong Electric Co., Ltd.
J. D. Humphreys &; Son
J. D. Hutohison & Co.
W. G. Humphreys & Co.
Jardine, Matheson & Co., Ltd.
Linstead & Davis
'Lowe, Bingham & Matthews
·N. Mody & Co.
Nestle Anglo-Swiss Condepsed Milk Co.
Mackinnon Mackenzie &: Co.

H. Stephens & Co.
South British Insurance 00.. LtJ.
lInicn Insurance Societ)' of Cant0n. Ltd.
Harry \Vicking & Co.

13th May, 1919.

Election of Chamber';.; );ominee. for reprcs':'nbtion
on the Legislative Council.

J,IST OF MEMBERS PRESENT AT THE EXTRAORDINAltY GENERAL MEET::'NG

OF THE HONGKONG GENEItAL CHAMBER OF CO)DIERCE.
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FORTNIGHTLY

CU~~ENT EXCHANGE QUOTATIONS
FOR THE YEAR 1919.



'"CURRENT EXCHANCE AND BULLION OPENINC QUOTATIONS DURINC THE YEAR 1919.
"O~THIOHTL Y

BANK'S SELLING. BANK'S BUYING.
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'"--

---- ----------------------------"ortnight ending loth .Jan. .. .. 3/ili I 430 78~ Nom. Nom. 151 141 185 3/51, 447t 81g 3/ 5~ 48in- Nom. 40.00 42.40do ~4th" ...... 3/3 [422 77~
" " 149 138~ 182~ 3/4J 439~ 80t 3/4i 48i~ " 41.00 43.40do 7th J'eb. .. .. 3/2l 419~ 7()~
" " 149 137~ 184 3/4* 437 79~ 3/4~ 481

7
" "

42.00 44.40do 21st" .... 3/1~ 406 74J
" " 143t 132~ 179~ 3/2~ . 4~3J 77t 3/3t 47j

"
42.40 44.80

do 7th March ... 3/1 400J 73~
" " 143 131f 177i 3/2~ 418 70i 3/2i 47£

" 4~.~0 44.60
do 21st

" .... 3/lJ 408J 7(i~
" " 140k 134t 180~ 3/2! 426 77; 3/3t 47i

" 4~.00 44.40
do 4th April <I/2i. 443 75

" " 147rr 138t 188J 3/4 46°ir 77'1 3/4ir 49-h
" 41.00 43.40

db ] 7th ..... 3/3! 465 77i
" " 151 14]t ]90J 3/5 4824 80J 3/51 48t~

"
39.00 41.40

oci 2nd May 3/4i '182 79t
" " ]54J 154t 195 3/6 49U~ 82J 3j6ir 48#

"
38.60 41.00

do 16th
" ..... · 316t 510ir 82t

" " 160 150 200 3/7ir 528 85J 3/8 54
"

38.80 41.20
do aOth

" ... · 3/6t 530 81~
" " ]:39 ]50 ~02 3j7~ 547-~ 84J 3i 8 52J

" 39.60 42.00
do 13th J line ..... · 3/ tit 534 82i.

" " 160 152 206 8/8 55lt 85-k 3i8J 541
" 39.00 41.40

do 27th
" ..... · 8/6t , 523 8]t

" " 160 150 ~03k 3/'i"! 540J 84 3/ 8 54T'b- " 85.00 87.40
do lIth July ..... · 3/6;; 540 79ir

" " 156 150 203 3/7J 55'ii 82t 3/8 53i
" 85.80 38.20

do 25th
" ..... · 8/7 5.,')8 79i

" "
r 158 152i 205 3/8t 575! 79f 3/8t 54~

" 83.40 35.60
do 7th Aug ...... · 3/8 590 8°ir " " 102 15G! 208ir 3j9i 610 83t 3/9t 57

" 34.20 36.40
do 22nd ..... · 3;'Di 525 78~

" " 161 162 213 3( 11 645 . 8.li 3/11~ oOt
"

84.80 37.00
do ,3th Sept...... 4/-ir /676 84i

" " Hill 172 ~20 4/1t nD6 87 4/21 61
" 32.80 35.00

do ]9th " 4j1ir 780 85
" " lG9rr 175 222 4/2£ 750 87f 4j8i 61t

"
82.20 34.40

do 3rd Oct. 4/2t 59;j 87
" 200 .171 177~ 2~3 4/3ir 715 89i 4/4 64t

" 31.20 33.40
do 17th'" 4/3t I 758 89k

" 210 177 181~ 229 4/4t '782 92t 4/5], 6<1t
" Bl.OO 33.40

do 31st" .... 4/5ir /808 93t
" 223~ 185 190 ~30 . 4/7 882 go! 4/7J G6ir

" 29.80 32.00
do 14th Nov. .. .... 4/8 887 got

" 225 198 J081 ~50 4/9t 917 99i 4/1°ir 6\J
" 27.00 ~9.80

do 28th " ...... 4/11 1 962 99t
" 222 ]95~ 209 258 5/1 996 lOa 5j1i' 74

" ~0.20 28.40
do 12th Dec. ..... 51 2 1149 101

" 224 208 220~ 253 5/4 1189 1041 5/4t 75t
" 2(J.80 ~9.l)0

do 24th " ..... 4/111
1

095 94i
" 204 187 21J 250 5/1~ 1035 98 5/21 77t

" 2!l.60 31.80I
Note.-dj_ means demand no T.T. Quotations on that date.

Nom. means Nominal and refers to the quotations undorneath.



UBlE SHOWING THE HIGHEST AND LOWEST
Priees or Bar Silver in London.

Rates or Exchange in Hongkong, and Bank or England rate
or Discount. ror the years 1877 to 1919.

,
BANK RAT~ OFBAR SILVER IN

I
EXCHANGE IN Dlscouwr 11'\

YEAR. LONDON. HONGKONG.
LONDON.

Highest Lowest Highest Lowest Highest Lowest
------------1877 58);; 53);;

I 4/3);; 3/9)j " 21878 55);; 49~ I 3/11 3/5 6 21879 53ll 48% 4/1);; 3/5Jll 5 21880 52% 51)\(
I 4/0Jll 3/7,% 3 '"JJ/

-i!!1881 53 50% 3(9)( 3/7% 5 2~11>82 52)j 50 ! 3/9)\( 3/6% 6 3IS83 51)( 50 r1
"6" 3/S,% a/7 5 31RR-lo 51)\( 49)j 3/S,% 3;6)( 5 21885 50 46% 3'- 3/3,% 5 2i I1886 47 42 3/-lo,% 2/11)j 5 21887 47Jll -lo3)( 3/4);; 3/°)j 5 21888 4-lo1'. 41% 3/1 % 2/11)\( 5 21889 44% 41H 3/2% 2/11)j 6 2~1890 54% 43% ! 3/10)( 3/0% 6 31891 4S,% -lo3)j 3/5 3/0% 5 2~1892 43,% ,17% 3/0% I 2/8% 3~ 2,

189a 3SH 30~ 2/8Ji;
,

2/2% 5 2"1894 31% 27 , 2/3)k 1/11)k 3 21895 311'. 271', 2/2% 1/11);; 2 2lS96 311'. 29,% 2/2,% 2/lJll 4 21897 I 29+~ 23% 2jl ;I; 1/9)\( 4 21898 28)\( 25 1/l1~ 1/9% 4 2"1899 29 26% 1/11,% 1/10,% 6 31900 30!k 27 2/1 );; 1/11);; 6 31901 291'. 25 2jl I 1/9,% 6 31902 26 21ti 1jlO% 1/6~ 4 31903 28~ 21H 1/10H I 1/6,% 4 2Ji;1904 281', 24i1f 1/111'. 1/8% ± 31905 3°1', 25,.ltr 2/1Jll 1/9H ± 2~1906 33Jll 29 2/3H 2/0Jll 6 3~1907 321', 24.,\ 2/3,'., 1/9~ 7 41908 27 ,'. 22 1/11)( 1/8 4 2~1909 24% 231'. 1/9% 1/8% 5 2~1910 26);; 23llr 1/10,% 1/8,'.. 5 31911 26Jll 23H 1/10% 1/91'. 4~ 31912 29H 25Jll 2/1r-., 111O,', 5 31913 29)\( 25H 210H 1/11 5 4~1914 27);; 22Jll 1/11~ 1/8);; 10 . 31915 27'% 22,'. 1/11% 1/9 5 51916 37Jll 26)( 2/4,% 1/111'. 6 51917 55 35H 3/2% 2/3~ 6 51918 49)j 42~ 3/8 2/11);; 5 5
1919 79)k 471'., 5/2 3/-,% 6 5
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E1ICporl.S Irom Honglcong to Great Britain lor 1913--1919.

" " I "I 0 III I' I 01 I~ ... - III ... '".,,::: 03 - Oil _ _ "'... '" '" ~ _ ....~... '" Ol '" <ll 'l::l .. 0 _ .... ::> ., _'" "'~ ~Jfj ~ o:l ;::I:I;;-= ~ :£~ 2: ..=: PI. ~ I ~ ;; Z ~ Vi

~ ~:s..§ .; ~ ; I ~ 0 ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ I § ~ ; 0 ~ : ~
u :s (.) 10 {.);I; ~ III (.) ""' o:z: :s en E-< ~ 0 n. ~

J)kgs rolls pkgs boxes boxes boxes boxea bales boxes pkga boxes b~Je8 pkge pkgs pkgs Ca8t18 pkgs. casss boxes
2R.t4Cl 30,542 4,499 20 4.730 3.214 717 319 4,5t9 8,957 25 2:?,560 6ti9 31,\112 12.332 11,577 200 9,362
26,895 33582 3917 .. 2,885 1,472 1,551 1,398 1,640 4,369 3,335 70,008 2,470 33,442 5,919 12,863 150 9,478
19.955 63,463 1,613 268 37,950 2,071 4,715 4,620 2.244 8.6S9 665 19 lL9 14,919 68,062 15,171 1,8.8 265 62,gga
6,245 68,180 518 200 36,271 2,434 2,720 2,544 J,5~O 18.123/ 6/27.829 5,168 102,4118 5,237 [ .. 705046,9,4
2,8iS9 23,860 .. 279 28,905 2,272 6,752 3,830 2,272 7,254 .. 5,31l0 !5,441 200,030 39.. 1,235 50,

375
1 3,3fl9

560 630 348 400 I
H

,769 1.001 8,445 2,423 3,705 4,500 27 1,014 17,941.\ R57,161 220 .. 1,672. 500 1,679
16.607 40,183 2,510 803 104,957 821 8,044 2,OM 2,412 15.1557 644 43 6,140 419,168 2,

942
1 4,897 15 40,695

>
as

Exports trom Hongkong to Continent 01 Europe tor 1913-1919.

eases
5,864
3,744
4,670
4,312
J,65G

'00
7,:::76

,;

~
J;~

Exports trom Hongkong to U.S. and Canada Ilia Suez" Panama Canal lor 1913-1919.

.
;;

~

bales slabs i pkgs
9,441 8,047 65,8:!9

W,732 9,644 49.396
10,330 ;l 7,992 311,449
9,475 22,473 35,68.J

17,252 17,420 19,927
5,.'}71 1,549 19,OO;l
4.442 2 043 lOO,093

. / ~.8 ~

""~iZ
pk~s

'"23t
190

"213
"6
235

1913
1914
19I.i
19Hi
1917
J918
1919

I . ~ I 1 "I "I ~ I ~ • .', .~ 0 0

'g ~ ~ I ~ o. %' 0 , '- .' 0 I =~ •• I . "0 I I~o rn ~ .,,, '.0; """ '" 0 ~ I 0 ... -"1;' ... _ bII"'::.,_~"' "' ... It> ..:; Ol ~ iZ:: ~ Ol'" ~'" 0.0;_ ,,:::. g ~ ~'5 ~ ~ l:l, E -; ~= ';:: -; <.i5
.... -" q> q> .... '" - - q>.,..."'l0 .D::: '" 0; - "»:"1;' q> ... l:l,..... E :::-- ~_J IJ J__~ ~__~I ~_ (IH~ ~__~U 45

" ~ IJ J Ie~ ~_ ~ 3 IJ } 3 8_J J j
"" b.,., ,kg. b.,,, ,kg. "II, b"" bm, boro, h"" h,'" 'b'<e' ",b. b"" 'h",,1 ,kg, ',k., '"''' ,k.. I b,l" ,kg. ... ... .. "',.! b.1"

1913 '" 26,637 10,87' 31.375 7,632 119.808 13,"6 2,300 8"'27 l,70a 15,615' 6.567 32,575 793 16.043 23.7.7 7,'81 10,'04 29.446;22 636 1.353 16,62357,7" 120 24.663,
1914 270 f1.104 6,18324,1134,264 88.102 5,6352,392 62,616 50 l2,609

1
' 4,04723,992 64 10,25314.307 3,498 2,004 J2,8l3120,572 817 4,04851,:17 20 20,159

1915 169 2,018 2,942 3,237 1,173 17,044 1,982 1,235 25,15~ 5,815 3,104 18.043 16 8.370ls.6i3 114 4SO 16.
051

1 5,693 746 500 1,666 9.680
':'916

137

1
11

'175 500 365 992 2.232 2,069 2,015 24,678 .. 2'50815.021 4,800 32 2 825 6.4~7 235 .. 23'
955

1
2
'320 23.1 1,924 . 2,454.

1917 m ',491 .. 319 3.977 725 425 1,"0 .. 1,709 21,800 .. 3.947 519 161 .. 5Q.O:l<1 2.931 1" 4026 l' .. 19,180
1918 l' .... .... 50.. '0.. .. .. "'10 . 1,"'.. .. .. 5,48' " 20" .. l.226 ','54
1919 237 ',1317,418 3,949 "'00 42,064 714 656 54,731 425 3,437,],36' "" 106 191<;71 42911',766 .. 15,886 2091,413 3,329 7,13726.9<'8

. I I I I I '
" 'g~' ~'.I"g§ ~!.~I~. 1 .1 ,_. 0 o1iIJ~ "2: , ~ ~51:~ ~ I ~ :0 I~"I § I ~ I . I § 1 • I. . ;~ 5 ~ ~ II ~ ~ ~ H
'" ~ c>::: : "iii ~:.c:;:g:.= ~ ~ ~ ;; I; ~ ;; ~ E Z 0; ~ :l ;:: !': ~ rn ~;:J

0:: rn ::::::r: 'il ~ p.,::) 0 0:: 0 0:: c:"o rn r:r. ° z ::r: ;:g F-< ~ F-< p., p.,--1------------1--------1---- -------- --------- -._------------ -------
bales pkgll bales boxes caSElS rolls pkga pkgs pkgs b'dles caselli bags bales pkgs bags pl,gs boxel\ b'relll llkgs pkgs pkga cases 1Iiabs ball"" bags

1913 9,162 1,097 ~,354 50! 338 150,1331,933357,701 1.6254-' 237 18 U3 948,97! 27.358 31 47,28110,992 64,106 17,624 20212,750 7,196 15/14,100
1914 ll,872 653 1l,7!1l 102 346 119,336 559 361,120 1,290 54.099 13,178 1,ll8 039 27 060 47,09512022 70,398 15,487 50 167.802 58,482 290 14,908
1915 19,178 299 10,80! 7t 63,715 1,416 286,357 1,864 66,273 27,693 1554,84522940 40,70916,571 63,059 12,258 15 75,283 30,938 135 45.9i7 17474 2,476
1916 15,070 1,327 10.854 115 143 95,731 919 223,924 2,322 23,457 41505 1,04-1,18124,8101 508 19,365 9689 83677 7,161 l,aOI 268030 5,304 1,093 173.515 14,355 10,270
1917 14,342 492 13,050 693 :1[6 50,2261,100 247,088 1,537 17,559 22,7731,292,79913,U1014,251 4,059 4,00984,706 13,385 935 382,232 10,367 681 973,479 52,834 e7,S\:O
1918/18.

301
1 241 32,782 [.471 276 9.678 1,062 146,43':; 4,OH 12.652/165,804 1,695,758 9.25216.295 6,37613,250 6.974/17,976 5,4511361,240 8 ~5812 43() 182,530 [67.300 4.360

1919 32.144 469 8,21U 824 7;1'; 4~ 273 537333,077 :1,873 33589 396351,026017 9.11631 28.494 (i,016 7,509 77,64'l 13,505292,541 3758 204 35521 20,828 2,~02
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I.-Shipping.

1. The total of the Shipping entering and clearing at Ports in
the Colony during the year 1919 amounted to 649,168 vessels of
35,615,169 tons, which, compared with the liguTes for 1918, shows an
increase of 69,627 vessels, with an increase of 6,096,980 tons.

Of the above, 41,985 ve&sels of 21,072,129 tons were engaged
in Foreign Trade, as compared with 43,436 vessels of 16,955,332 tons
in 1918, and were distributed as follows:_

1918. 1919. 1fU8. 1919.

Nllmbers. Numbers. rronnage. 'l1onnage.
British Oceang. o.

ing Ships, ..... 5'6% 0'2 % 21'4 % 3:2 '4 %
:Foreign Ocean-go_

ing Ships, 9'8 11'0 :Jr) 'I :':0' :2
B I'i tish Ri vcr

Steamers, ..... 13'3 13'~ 20'3 15'4
Poreign River

t)teamers, ..... 3'5 3'8 30 ~'0
SteaHl Launcheg

(under 60 tons), 13'8 [HI 1-1 O'B
'l'l'ading Junks, ... 54'0 49'j ] 7· ti

1~3

100'0 lOO-O lOO-O 100'0

= = = =
N.B.-The movements of Fishing Junks are not included in thisTable.

2. Of vessels of European construction, 4,571 Ocean Steamers,
4 Sailing Ships, 3,550 River Steamers, and 2,509 Steamships not
exceeriing CO tons entered during the year, giving a daily average of
29.1 ships, as compared with 27.3 in'1918, and 29.9 in 1917.

3. The average tonnage of individual Ocean Vessels entering
the Port has increased from 1,459.2 tons to 1,583.1 tons, that of
B;ritish ships has increased from 1,482.6 tons to 1,772.6 tons while
that of Foreign ships has also increased from 1,445.7 tons to 1,449.2tons.

The average tonnage of individual River Steamers entering
during the year has decreased from 484.7 tons to 448.8 tons.



Junks in Foreign Trade show a decrease -of 2,729 vessels or
275,333 tons or 11.6 per cent. in numbers and 12.6 per cent. in tonnage..
This decrease is but apparent. It is due to the abolition of war time
regulations, under which the movements oJf all junks were reported.
Now many of them fail to report 4rrival or departure.

-- 311 -

British River Steamers have decreased by 305 ships and 190,664
tons Or 5.2 per cent. in numbers and 5.5 per cent. in tonnage. This is
due to tw.o ships formerly British having been transferred to the
Chinese .flag, to one ship having been taken off the rUn for three months
and another having been laid up.

Foreign River Steamers show an increase of 89 ships and a'.
decrease of 20,638 tons or 5.2 per cent. in numbers and 3.3 per cent.
in tonnage. This is due to the transfer of two ships formerly British
to Chinese flag and tv;o large ships having been taken off the run.

In Local Trade (.i.e, between places within the waters of the
Colony) there is an increase in Steam-launches of 87,086 vess-els with
an increase in tonnage of 2,631,944 or 17.5 per cent. in numbers and
24.5 per cent. in tonnage. This increase is due t.o mOre shipping
frequenting the Port. the employment of Launches towing having
considerably increased.

In Steamships not exceeding 60 tons employed in Foreign Trade'
there is a decrease of 967 ships and a decrease of 19,049 tons Or 16.1
per cent. in numbers and 10.5 per cent. in tonnage. This decrease
is due to a number of Steam-launches being laid up part of the year
mving chiefly to the expense of coal and t,) two vessels formerly run
as Steam-launches haYing been re-measured and run as vessels Over60 tons.

Foreign Ocean·going Vessels have increased by 1,040 ships with
an increase of 1,507,930 tons or 24.5 per cent. in numbers and 24.6 per
cent. in tonnage, This is due to partial return to pre-war conditions~

Junks in Local Trade 2how a decrease of 16,008 vessels and
G51,761 tons or 43.2 per cent. in numbers and 35.6 per cent. in tonnage.
This decrease is due to abolition of war time restrictions, under which
the movements of all Junks irrespective of size were reported, whereas
many of them now fail to report their movements.

6. The actual num.ber of individual Ocean-going Vessels of'
European construction dnring the year 1919 was 957 of which 301
were British and 656 Foreign. In 1918 the corresponding figures were.
675 of which 162 were British and 513 Foreign.

These 957 ships measnred 2,230,105 tons. They entered 4,575,
times and gave a collective tonnage of 7,242,689. Thus 282 more

190,664

20,638

Decrease.

11,486t

t Bo', ts of 638,884 tons.and Dus, . ,I d ' 11 686 Conservancy* Inc u tug ,

" 758,634 "

B ·t· h Ocean-going Ship-. in n IS
5 This table shows an Increased an increase of 3,214,448 tons

. . 58 1 per cent., an Sh' ping after. g of 1421 shIps or . tial recovery of lp . I
pm , t That is due to a par h 'ps for commerCiaor 88.6 per cen , . to release of many s 1
the war conditions owmg
purposes.
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d f 511 6 tons. rs has increase rom .
That of l;British RIver Stearne St amers has decreased from

h t f FOreIgn RIver eto 529.8 tons, and t a a
439.9 tons to 336.6 tons.

1918 and 1919 is given in. between the years4. A comparIson
the following tab1e:-

\ Increase.
1918. 1919. i ., ----

Class of Vessels. -- ! ' Tonnage. ~ No.ITonnage
No. ITonnage. I_No. _, . .__No. Tonnage. _

---\-- I II
3.865 6,842,0241 I,H1 ! 3,2.14,448 : .British Ocean- 1 2,444 3,627,576

going, ) 7 625 823' 1 040! 1,507,930
ForeignOccan-1 4,234 6,11'7,893 5,274 , , I' I I; 305

. going, ....: .... ) 5,502 3,253,781 I
British River} 5807 3,444,445 .

Steamers•... ~ I 591,679 89 i \ .
Foreign River j 1,150 612,314 1,599 I 1

967
Steamers. ... I If' ,049

SteamshiPs1 5.035 161,689 Iunder60tons 6002 180,738 I I
( F 0 \' e i g n • \ 1~,7l9 375,233
Trade), ..:... 0 2,597,133 \ I _

Junks.Fore.gnt 23,439 2,972,36620,71 --1-------
1

--

Tr
ade

,- ) --- -- ---- -- I 4 722,378 I.LOOl 605,584
41 985 21 072 129 2,350 , _

Tot:rI;I;:,eign} 43,43~ 16,955.332 , -'-'-\ \'1

'Steam-laun-1 "\70'6 ",631,944'\'" ...
ches plying 9102 10734,658 586,188 13,366,60... 8 , ~ \ .
in Waters of 49. , . \ l~,':'~ 651,761
Colony, ...... t 1176 438 '\ ... I ... I _

.Jnnks. Loca1l -37.003 *1,828,199 t20,995I ' , 1 1__ 345

Tcade ) - --\-615169 '\89,636\ 7,354,322 ,~"~' 1,257,
29518 189 "',168 35" ! ' _Grand Total,. 379,541 , , __~ __ : , _ \ \

.... 69 627 II 6,096,977 ... . ..
Nett Increase ······ [_='=~==~===='"



- 312 -

ships entered 1,232 more times and gave a collective tonnage greater
by 2,364,580 tons, an average of 1,919.3 tons per entry.

Thus:-

- 31:1 -

h' 9. The Nationality of the Crew."
S IpS was as follows' ., in British and in

Steamers.
~o. of times

entered.
Total rronnage.

VESSELS. BRITISH

CREW.

AMERICANS

AND

EUHOPBANS.

Foreign

A~nAl'ICS.

57 78

Thus 1.6 per cent, of the officers serving in F.oreign ships were
of British nationality, with an increase in the number of officers and
;an \ncrease in the number of ships.

1919
---------

641 674 80,386134,307

9,11311,725122,479130,.517

1918 1919 1H18

And in Foreign ships :_

1918. 1919.

0'58 % 0'83 0/ f th/0 o. e e)'ew~

\"'"ere British.

6'88 °/6 7-17)/~o of the crews
were other
European:--..

!J2'54 % 92-00 % of the ete\VS

!-------- ------'-------
957 10,05721,076 \1 754 l', 2,399 208,865 284,824

675

1919.

12-74 % of the crews
were British.

0-45 0/ f th/0 0 e crews
were other
Europeans.

SO'81 % of the crews
were Asiatics.

f)-50 %

Hil8 1919 1918 191\1
------------

British, -.,- 102 301 9,306 1 H, 717

Foreign, 513 656 751 1,35\1

O'6G %

~l'otal,

Hence in British ships:

1918.

2.-Trade
10. Detailed and .

now collected and PubliS~~~u~~t~hstatisticsof imports and eXp<lrts

ri~~or;t~~~e~tatements hitherto inctu~~J'~::~h~~~~xportts Departme~t~. epor s are therefore

11. The number and t
struction carrying car~o f{)r .onnafe of ships of European type con-
were as follows' lmpor and transit compared ·th 1-

, WI 918,

)918. 1919. Increase.

No. Tonnage.
Decrease.

No. Tonnage. No. Tonnage.

Steamers
--------

No. Tonnage

River St~a~'~~~"
3,337 4,864,643

------- --
4,571 7,237,333

-

Sailing Vessels,'
3,660 2,028.674 3,550 1,917,236

1,234 2,372,690

6 13,466 4 5,356
... ... 110 111438

2 8,110

Total, ...... 7:003T'6;906,783 8:125-;;,159,925
--
1,234 2,372,690 112

_.
119,548

Nett Increase .. .... +,122 2,253,142
-~----

_.

1919.
34

2
1

26
15

19/8.
45

2
1
9

In Chinese ships 
" Japanese ships
" French ships -
" United States ships 
"Greek ships

7. The 301 British ships carried 2,408 British officers and 32
I"oreign officers, the latter consisting of 5 Norwegians, 18 Americans,
2 Danish, 2 Swedish, 1 Roumanian, 3 Russians, and 1 Greek.

Thus, the proportion of Foreign officers in British ships was
1.33 per cent., comprising 7 nationalities, a decrease of 1.40 per cent.,
with a decrease in number of officers and an increase in ships.

8. The 656 Foreign ships carried 4,659 officers, of whom 78

,vere British, as follows:-

Flag.

Im8 1m9 1918 ' 1mg 1Dl8 \ 1919

:~~~:ea:: 158 - 2H;\~21H' 1,938 -~()3,~;;;- 3,436,016
11 IS 1ST 4 2 4 .) 10 121 ') ')67

r s~~~:~·~~ :!91 37n ~Hl 1,1.J8 1,744:888 :3 1111:2:"d
Japanese ~l. S . . ~ 1 - 1 - 80

aIling ...
Norwegian, .. 25 IS 108 96 128,157 99,652
Chinese,.. li6 84 (\20 854 424,965 585,\172
Danish, . 5 {) I 7 6 18,915 17,720
Dutch, .. 58 3\1 133 113 334,347 262,213
:I<'renoh, 20 17 153 15U 154,4H 204,494
Portuguese, 4 ;) 80 85 43,063 51 ,45~
Hussian, .. 5 9 I to 8 15,244 n,98D
Siamese, .. 3 3 \ 2 7 1,801 7,910
Swedish, 2 \ 1 8 1 8,304 2,217
US f Steamers I 82 \10 88 150 187,30n 41'i,85~1
..A., 'l Sailing ... \. l \ I: 1 I 1 1,271 3,0

0
0

B J
. f Steamers - - - - - -

eglaD,' 0-\-. l. Sailing... 1 \ - 1 - 2, I". -

Intel' Allied,:",__ '_= ~\_= ~_--- 31,f)74

'1'otal,. 117" \ n.:7 3,3~3 4,3'i5 4,878,10\1 7,2'12,08\1

I



189
498

545,641
12,181

Tons.
1,248,389

206,326
----
1,454,715

Tons.
68,710

142,262
192,869
390,765

794,566

Trms.
1,349,744

211,488
----
1,561,232

1919.
Junks.
10,353
4,686

15,039

1919.
.11111/.;..".

10,357
4,823

15,180

Total, 558,509

Tons.
1,501,757
1,561,890

3,063,647

TUIl8.

1,470,609
627,425

2,098,034

IMPORTS·

1918.
Junks.
11,698
12,290

Total, ..... 23,988

EXPORTS.

191R.

.

Total, ..... 24,768

Exported 794,566 tons a, under:_
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13. The River Trade, compared with 1918, is shown in thefollowing Table:_

Year. Imports. Exports. Passengers.

-------
1918, ............ 362,146 399,458 ],410,400
1919, ... .. ............ 323,536 328,369 1,373,947

Foreign Trade, .
Local Trade, .

14. The following Table shows the Junk Trade of the Colony
for the years 1918 and 1919 :_.

Imported 558,509 tons as under:-

Cattle, 1,608 head, .
Swine, 8,460 head, .
General, .
Earth and Stones, '.' .

Junk::s.
Foreign Trade, 11,741
Local Trade, 13,027

Total, .

Kerosine, 2,385,000 cases, _ " .
Rice and Padi, _ .
Coal, .
General, ~ .
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3.-Revenue and Expenditure.

16. The gross Revenue collected by the Harbour Department
during the year was $633,794.25 as against $594,728.91 collected in.
!"he previous year showing an increase of $39,065.34 or 6'16 :_

1918. JOl!}, Increase. Decreuse.
Light. Dues, ..

$ 52,816.92 $ 74,545.18 $ 21.728.26

Light Dues, Special Assessment,. 63,105.94 83,97a.ll 20,867.17

Licences and Internal Revenue, .. 168,829.34 150,3,1)3.24 ! $ 12,476.10
FpC's of Court and Office, .. 309,426.71 318.632.72 9.206.01

Miscellaneous Service, .. 100.00 29000 190.00

---- ---- ---- ---
$594,2i8.91 $633.794.25 $ 51,991.44 $ 12,476.10'

The principal increases are under Light Dues $21,728.26, Light
Dues Special Assessment $20,R67.17, Engagement and Discharge of
Seamen $11,969.80, Survey of Steam-shjps $8,907.50, Fees for use
of Government Buoys $9,842.00 (d!,e to increase of shipping after
war), Medical Examination of Emigrants $9,605.00 (due to removal
of quarantine restrictions agr.inst Hongkong by Straits Settlements),
Examination of Masters $667.50, and Gunpowder Storage Fees
$329.46.

The pr.incipal decrease, are under Boat Licences $1,405.80,
Junk Licences $6,241.75, F'nes $4,705.32, Official Signatures
$6,100.00 (due to relaxation of war restrictions), Registry Fee
$1,219, Sunday Cargo Working Permits $24,900.00 (due to inereuse
of tonnage, hence no necessity to work on Sundays.)

The Expenditure of tne Harbour Department for 1919 was
I $191,850.96 as against $173,527.64 expended in 1918 showing an

increase of $18,323.32. This increase is due to more expenditure in
curred on new moorings for ocean Steam-ships and salaries for'
ryfficers returned from active service.

Under Special Ex;penditure a sum of $337.50 was expended in
buying new furniture for Marine Surveyor's Office and Green Island
Lighthouse; a sum of $569.10 for anchor for Bockara Rock Buoy;
a sum of $7,500 for the purchase of the Steam-launch Blackhead;
a Sum of $163.52 for a typewriter, and a sum of $34,990 on acquisition
and re-arrangement of moorings in Victoria Harbour.



G.-Registry, etc., of Shipping.

20. During the year, 12 ships were regiEitered under the provi
sions of the Imperial Merchant Shipping Act, and 25 Certificates of
Registry cancelled. 155 documents, etc., were dealt with in connec
tion with the Act, the fees on which amounted to $1,351.00 as Com
pared with $2,568.00 in 1918.

5.-Emigration and Immigration.

19. Fifty nine thousand nine hundred and sixty-nine (59,969)'
emigrants l.eft Hongkong for various places during the year 1919,
(43,830 in 1918). Of these, 25,203 were carried in British ships, and
34,666 in Foreign ships.

One hundred and thirty-six thousand and twenty (136.020)
returning emigr"ants were reported to have been brought to Hong
kong from the several places to which they had emigrated either from
this Colony or from Coast Ports, as against 74,109 in 1918. Of these,
92,385 arrived in British ships and 43,635 in Foreign ships.

4.-Steam.launches.

- 319-

18. On the 31st December, 1919, there were 350 steam-launches.
(including licensed motor boats) employed in the harbour. Of these,
B04 were licensed for the conveyance of passangers, etc. 24 were the
property of the Colonial Goverprnent, and 22 belonged to the Imperial
Government, comprising 4 Mili-t;ary and 18 NavaJ. In addition to the
above there wer·e 31 motor bo:.,:-~ts privately owned for pleasure and
private purposes.

Five coxswains' certificates were suspended for incompetence
or negligence in the performa~ce of their duties; one of which was
suspended for three months, two for two months each, and two for"
one month each; the holders, besides, being required to pass a further
examination, on expiration of their suspensions before their certi
f.cates were returned.

Five hundred and twenty (520) engagements and five hundred
and five (505) dis,charges of Masters and Engineers were made during
the year.

Sev~n (7) stearn-launches were permitted to carry arms for
their protection against pirates.

7.-Marine Magistrate's Court.

21. One hundred and sixty-seven (167) cases were heard in
the Marine Magistrate's Court (261 in 1918). Breach ,)f Harbour'
RegUlations, Boarding ships without permission, Failing to observe
the Rules of the Road, Making f.a.st to steamers while under way,
Neglecting to exhibit the Regulation Lights, Being in Causeway Bay.
without permit, Dredging in the Harbour without permit, and Carry
ing passengers in "excess were the principal offences.
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IO.-Examination of Pilots.

7!!19
2,532
2,177
2,330

808
1,455
1,114
1,515

11,931-

1918
2,667
2,509
2,882

914
1,288
1,078
1,719

13,057

73 16

I 91 2" ./
Total,,,. "I 164 18,

1899 , ..
1899 , ..
1900 .
1902, .
1905. , , , . ,
1911. .
1912, , .

"
"
"
"
"
"

Candidates,

Cheung Chau, opened
Tai 0,
Tai Po,
Sai Kung,
Long Ket,
Deep Bay,
Lantao,

For Mastel', ...

Passed, !Failed.
---------------I---! _

(TII/rlr'/' ()l'dilfOJ/C(' XI!, .'] of ['004,).

24. There were no candidates examined during the year.
Nineteen (19) licences were renewed.

11.-Sunday Cargo-Working.

25. There were 1,122 permits issued during the year under
Ordinance No, 1 of 1891, as compared with 1,247 in 1918. Of these,
440 were not used as the ships did not arrive up to time, and in some
cases it was found unnecessary to work cargo on the Sunday.

The Revenue collected und~r this head amounted to $108,900 as
against $133,800 in 1918.

The decrease is due to the increase of tonnage after the war,
hence no necessity to work cargo on Sundays generally.

12.-New Territories.

(Twenty-first year of British Administration.)

26, The Out-stations attached to the Harbour Department con
tinued to perform the work aJ.lotted to them and during t~e year
Licences, etc., were issued by them as follows:_

For Steamships not exceeding 60 tons, under Section 37 of
Ordinance 10 of 1899:_

For Eogi leers,

The Revenue collected by this Department from the New
Territories during the year was $30,625.30 as compared with $34,273.45in 1918.

First Mate,
12 15

Second Mate,,,.
1 0

aM te Temporary, ,"
5 4Secon a,

'--M t River Steamers,
52 41a e,

Total,,, ,
512

\~~-F' 5t Class Engineer,
23!f.

d Class 'Engineer,
35

\
14Secon

Total,,, .

8._~arine Court.

10 of 18.9,'1).. u of Ordinance .( Undm' 8eelwJI 1 , h ld viz:-
rts were e ,1919 three cou

22 During the year 're' into the

. f Aprii. 1919, to ~niukigh, Second
(1) On the 2nd

l
day oOn duty on the part a .. . b ' g as eep .

ci:;;:um&~~nt~e: ~;iti~l; Steamship Chun Sang. "nto the circum

o cer . of June, 1919, to enqUl~':tl of W. Hudson,
(2) On the 10th day d kenness on the p

. misconduct a.TI? ru,,-~ ship Chun Sang.
ctances Ofm of the Bntlsh S,am , 'to the
S nd 0 ceT t nqUlre m

eco t September, 1919, a e Third Officer
(3) One the 22nd d~[ 0 1"e part of F. Twomey,

. o,f misconduc on
circumstances ship Jason.
of the British Steam d Engineers.

Mates, an. tion of Masters,
9_Examma , )

• . Trade Re(lulatw1/.S .
(llnder Bow d of f Candidates

h umber a Cbleg show ten 'ficates of om-
23 The following T~a '10 of 1899 for hcertlwhO failed:- ,

. Ordmance. d from t ose-examined under . hing those who passe
p'etency, distingUls \ .

\

p""ed " Falled,
Gn.(h'. ,

--- 5 2
·-~-f-l\-S-le-r-,----- 1 \ 0

R 'ver Stel\mel'S, ~8 I ~O"Nl<\.!"ter, 1

- 3lO-



R.N.,

was $69,440.
" $59,594.·

$61,156."

R. H. 'l'AYLOUR, Captain
lfal'!lour }}fnster, &c.
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l4.-Government Harbou
28. The dema d f r Moorings.

necessitated th I . n or mOre Moorin B

::~ ~2~, ~ 2~asc: 4aa6;~nfh~:;~3~fCfi~~a~~~ ne,~ m:oo~~g:tco',;;~~~tt~:~'t
, , C 47, and C 48. These moorings are kno,,;,';~

. A further demand .
prOVIded for later IS also anticipated and w'lI h. I 'ave to be

During therelaid ft year 1919, forty-four (44) .
Buoys ~ere:s~=~eessary re?airs had been eff:~:rIngS were lifted and
l>ew C Class Bu d and pamted, and two (2) ne dB c~wenty-two (22)

oys were built by contract w ass and two (2)

The total expend·t .
Buoys fo th I ure for upkeep f GT r e year was $36,286.46. 0 overnment Moorings and

he total Revenue fOr the year 1919
1918
1917

HARBOUR Dr';)'ARTMENT

28,.d .J,f(fl'Ch, to'!O. '

BASIL

I3._Lighthouses.

GRlIEN ISLAND.

W AGLAN LIGHTHOUSE.

During the year 1919, one thousand four hundred and eighty
eight (1,488) vessels were signalled and reported. In addition three
hundred (300) messages were sent and forty-seven (47) were

received.
Owing to telephone cotr.munications being interrupted during

the year sixty-eight (68) vessels were not reported.
Kap Sing Lighthouse has been regularly inspected and except

through a mechani.cal breakd(lwn, when the light was exhibited as
a fixed light for eight days, it has been working satisfactory.

The ten (10) Aga Flat'h Lights have been attended to from
this station, namely, Cape ColEnson, Mawal1 Island, Signal Hill Light
house, the Fairway and Cust Rock Buoys, and Harbour of Refuge.

These have been burning continuous.ly, accurately, and satis

factorily during the year.

During the year 1919, one thousand nine hundred and ninety
eight (1,998) vessols were reported. One thousand six hundred and
thirty-seven (1,637) messages were sent and four hundred and twenty

(420) received.
Owing to telegraphic communication being interrupted three

hundred and fifteen (315) vessols were not reported.
There were four hundred and six (406) hours of fog, and the

fog-signal was fired four thousand one hundred and seventy (4,170)

times.
The reliefs were regular throughout the year.
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GAP ROCK LIGHTHOUSE.

27. During the year 1919, eight hundred and forty-three (843)
vessels were reported by telegraph as passing this station and ten (10)
'were not reported, owing to communication being interrupted.

Three thousand and sixty (3,060) telegraphic messages, includ
ing meteorological reports for the Observatory, were sent and four
hundred and ninety-four (494) were received.

• Telegraphic communications were maintained throughout the
. year with the exception of six (6) complete days, and fourteen other

short interruptionR.
There were two hundred and eight (208) hours and ten (10)

minutes of fog, during the year and the fog-signal was fired one
thousand three hundred and nine (1,309) times.

On nine (9) occasions the relief was delayed by rough weather.


