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OFFICERS OF THE HONGKONG GENERAL CHAMBER OF COMMERCE.
[ 6] From date of Formation in 1861 to 1905.
| LIST OF MEMBERS,—Continued. Year. Chairman, Vice- Chairman. Secretary.
80 M E8SRS. RAD_ECKER & Co. 88 MESsES. SHEWAN, TOMES & Co. 1861 Alexander Percival......| W. Walkinshaw ... .... J. Johnson
81 T REISS & Co. 89 ! SIEMSSEN & Co, 1862 James Macandrew ......] C. W. Maray ... ....... J. ¢. Baldwin.
82 REUTER, BROCKELMANN | 90 " H. SKOTT & Co. 1863 J. J. Mackenzie ........ L ST AR B ) J. C. Baldwin.
J & Co, 91 s STEWART BROS. 1864 H. B. Gibb o] Sl R I ey U SR 8 J. C. Baldwin,
A | £3  ,  RUMJAHN & Co. 92 . TATA & co. 1865 | H.B.Lemann .... ...| Il.B.Gibb oo | . C. Baldwin
. | 84 v ALEX. ROSS & Co. 93 o VERNON & SMYTH. 1866 Jobn Dent...... .... PoRyrie oo e Edward Norton.
. 36 = ROZARIO & Co. 94 2 WENDT & Co. 1867 P Ryrie.. ... W NI50R cesivvinioninisys Edward Norton.
T 86 oy SANDER, WIELER & Co. 95 HARRY WICKING & Co. 1868 PiRyrie . h Gtk ellands CU e J. W, Woodl.
87 . E. D. SASS00N & Co. 96 K. €. WILKS & Co. 1869 W. J. Bryans GonJselland, =i J. W. Wood.
5 1870 W. Keswick ... ... Jo B Tayior i ...| A. Noel Blakeman.
1871 B ByTIe o aheay ol A. Zimmern ... .... ......] A. Noel Blakeman.
1872 7. Byuie,... NEANCE el M e R Ed. Baker, deting,
PACIFIC MAIT: STRHAMSHIP Co. 1873 P. Ryzvie,. .. Tis Kb pnaaset A Noel Blakemnn,
- | 97 AGENCY ) OUCIDENTAL & ORIENTAIL 8.8 (o, 1874 I Byhidi. James Greig A, Noel Blakeman,
= ol | TOYO KISEN KAISHA. 1875 P. Ryrie.. Janmes Greig ... ... A. Noel Blakeman.
98 BANQUE DE L'INDO-CHINE. 1876 P. Ryuie... vee s ool W Keswick N. B. Dennys.
| 99 BRITISH-AMERICAN TOBACCO COMPANY, LIMITED. 1877 W. Keswick <oooriviecrin. HioH  Nelson | s H. L. Dennys.
| 100 CANADIAN PACIFIC RATLWAY COMPANY, LIMITED. 1878 W Reswick 5. oo | H. L. Dalrymple -....... | . George.
! 101 CANTON INSURANCE OFFICE. LIMITED, 1879 W. Keswick ...ce..........! H. H. Nelson K. George.
: 102 CHARTERED BANK OF INDIA, AUSTRALIA & CHINA, 1880 Vi Keswickcetnanieh H. H. Nelson .... | B George.
103 CHINA COMMERCIAL STEAMSHIP COMPANY, LIMITED. 1881 W. Keswick ...... B s e T SR e E. George.
104 CHINA EXPORT. IMPORT AND BANK Co. 1882 P B Tohnson: e X 1 Dah\mple B E. George.
105 CHINA FIRE INSURANCE COMPANY, LIMITED. 1883 F. B Johason: ... ...... P. Ryrie ol I. George.
106 CHINA & JAPAN TELEPHONE & ELECTRIC Co.. Lb. 1884 W. Keswick . P. Ryrie H. M. Baily.
107 CHINA MERCHANTS' STEAM NAVIGATION COMPANY. 1885 | W. Keswick ... B Bal e ) VR M Baily,
108 CHINA SUGAR REFINING COMPANY, LIMITED. 1886 | P. Ryvie....... A. P. MacKwen .. .| Il M. Baily.
109 CHINA TRADERS' INRURANCE CO\II'A\H LIMITED. 1887 P. Ryrie A P, Maclwen ......... H. U. Jeffries.
110 CHUN ON FIRE INSURANCE COMPANY. L]UITED 1888 P. Ryrie J, Bell Irving: .....: coee]  HOo UL Jeffries.
111 COMPAGNIE DKS MESSAGERIES MARITIMIES. 1889 PoRyric o T Bl Isving: <o oo F. Henderson.
112 DAVID SASSOON & COMPANY, LIMITED. 1880 . Mackintosl'....cceeee. | A- P MacEwen ......... F. Henderson.
113 DEUTSCHE ASIATISCHE DANK. 1891 K. Mackintosh ...... ... J. J. Keswick I’. Henderson.
114 DODWELL & COMPANY. LIMITED. 1892 B, Mackintosh ........... J. J. Reswick oo o] Adam Lind, Aeting.
115 BART ASLATIC TRADING Co. (OSTASIATISCHEH AN DELS-GESELLSCHAFT) 1893 JoaT Beswack ool A G, Waod hnn. (8 !1enderf,on.
116 KASTERN EXTENSION, AUSTRALASIA & CHINA TELEGRAPH Co., Lb. 189:4 JedoKeswick oo e, E. Mackintosh ...... .....| F. Henderson.
117 WIRE INSURANCE ASSOCIATION OF HONGKONG 1895 AL ood wenilsie. e A. McConachie ...... .| I'. Henderson,
118 GREEN ISLAND CEMENT (OMPANY, TLIMITED. 1896 A MeConachie deoresl FTGTDEEL St s R. €. Wilcox.
119 HAMBURG-AMERIKA LINIE. 18497 R M GERF Herbert: Smith ........... R. C. Wilcox.
120 HOLLAX D-CHINA TRADING Co. 1808 R: M. Gray Herbert Smith ........ ...| R.C. Wileox.
121 HONGKONG. CANTON & MACAO STEAMBOAT COMPANY, LIMITED. 1899 R M. Gray A. McConachie ......... 1 R. G Wilcox.
122 HONGEONG & CHINA GAN COMPANY, LIMITED. 1900 Rl_\l Gray sl el KeswWicke oo R. €. Wilcox.
123 HONGKONG FIRE INSURANCE COMPANY, LIMITED. 1901 81 Thomas J:lcl\s-:m . 8. sharp R. C. Wilcox.
124 HONGKONG & KOWLOON WHALE & GODOWN COMPANY, LIMITED. 1902 Sir Thomas Jackson ..... e Shar e A. IL. Lowe.
125 HONGKONG LAND INVESTMENT & AGENCY COMPANY, LIMITED. 1903 | K. A. Hewett ....ocoo.u Dot LaW o saai. A. R. Lowe.
126 HONGEKONG ROPE MANUFACTURING COMPANY, LIMITED. 1904 I R st Hewabh S B lawie g st A. R. Lowe.
127 HONGEONG & SHANGHAT BANKING CORPORATION, 1905 E. A. Hewett .....cccunue. A, G. Wood . A. K. Lowe.
128 HONGRONG & WHAMPOA DOCK COMPANY, LIMITED.
120 IMPERIAL BANK OF CHINA ' CHAMBER’S REPRESENTATIVES IN LEGlSLATlVE COUNCIL.,
130 INTERNATIONAL BANKING CORIPORATION, F
131 JAVA-CHINA-JAPAN LLIN. 4 E’.?a’t"‘: o Nawe of Representative. How Kleeted.
132 MERCANTILE BANK OF INDIA, LIMITED, eotion. 3 |
183 MITSUI BUSSAN KAISHA. 3 . BT S
134 NATIONAL BANK OF CHINA, LIMITED. 1884 Thomas Jackson .| Elected 2nd January.
135 NIPPON YUSEN KAISHA. ; 1886 | Alexander Palmer Mackwen ...| Elected 27th April, Mr. Jackson on leave.
136 OSAKA SHOSEN KAISHA. 1887 | Alexander Palmer MacEwen ... Eleﬁed.]!‘?]:h September, on retirement of
137 PENINS INTAL STEAM NAVIGAT OMP . -Mr. Jackson.
138 R%:ég_[?ﬁlllil;;fhoﬁi}jﬁ?{r& e Batiea LON, COMEANS. ' 1888 | Rendyshe Layton ........cceoces... Ilected 22nd May. Mr. MacEwen on leave.
139 SHELL TRANSPORT AND TRADING COMPANY. 1890 | Thomas Henderson Whitehead j Klected 18th September, on resignation of
140 SHIU ON STEAM-SHIP COMPANY, LIMITED. | Mr. MacKwen, -
141 SPERRY FLOUR COMPANY OF SAN FRANUISCO, 1894 | Alexander McConachie ...... Elected 9th June, Mr. Whitehead on leave.
142 STANDARD OII, COMPANY OF NEW YORK. 1896 | Thomas Hendewon Whitehead .| Re-elected 19th September, on expiry of term,
143 TAI SHING PAPER MANUFACTURING COMPAN Y, LIMITED, 1900 Herbert Smith 1ty .| Elected 30th April, Mr. Whitehead on leave.

1900 talohi i pbnen o ons s Elected 18th June, on resignation of
| Mr. H. Smith.

1901 Thomas Henderson Whitehead ..| Returned from leave, 22nd June, 1901,
Robert Gordon Shewan ......... Elected 5th June, Mr. Whitehead on leave,

144 UNION INSURANCE SOCIETY OF CANTON, LIMITED.
145 WATKINS, LIMITED

116 WILKINSON, HEYWOOD & CLARKE, LIMITED.

147 YOKOHAMA SPECIE BANK, LIMITED , lon2

1902 | Robert Gordon Shewan ... ..... Elected 3rd October, on expiry of term.
Elected on 12th August. Myr. Shewan on leave.
Returned from leave, 12th July, 1904,

1903 ”("ﬂl‘\ Edward Pollock, K.C. ..
1904 ' Robert Gordon Shewan




Nawme,

Objects.

Membership
and Suh-
scription.

Manage=
ment,

RULES AND REGULATIONS,

(CONFIRMED AT THE ANNUAL GENERAL
MegTiNe nELp 19tH MaYy, 1903.)

L. The Society shall be styled Trr HoNaroNe GENERAL
Cusupir oF COMMERCE. ’

IT. The object of the Chamber shall be to wateh over
and protect the general interests of Commerce, to collect
information on .1]1 matters of interest to the Mercantile
Community, and to usze every means within its power for
the removal of evils, the redress of grievances, and the pro-
motion of the conmnon good ; to communicate with Author-
ities and others thereup()n : toform a code of practice where-
by the transaction of business may be =implified and
tacilitated ; to receive 1eterence~s, and to arbitrate between
disputams—the decisions iu such references to be rvecorded
for future nse or guidance.

II1. All Mercantile Firms, and persons engaged or inter-
ested in the trade of Hongkong or China shall be eligible
for admission as Members in the manner hereafter deseribed,
and on payment of $50 for Firms, and $20 for single in-
dividuals for the current vear of their election, and a like
annual subseription thereafter, payable on 1st January.

IV. Candidates for admission munst be proposed by one
Member, and seconded by another, and elected at the Annual
General Meetings by a majority of the votes of the Members
there present entitled to vote. They may alzo he elected
by the Committee in the inferval between such Annual
General Meetings, but subject to confirmation at the next
Annual General Meeting.

V. The bhusiness and funds of the Chamber shall he

- maunaged by the Committee,

VI. The Committee shall congist of nine Members to be
elected at the Annual Meeting of the Chamber and shall
hold Office for one year. Vacancies occurring during the
vear shall be filled np Ly the Committee.

The Committee shall enter upon office as soon as the
Anunnal Meeting has been held and shall remuin in office
until their rep_fil't and acconnts have been accepted and
passed by the Chamber and their suecessors assume office.

At their fivst meeting the new Conmittee shull elect u
Chairman and Vice-Chairman who shall held office for the
year,

[ 9]

VIIL. In the event of the Representative of the Chamber
of Commerce in the Legislative Council not heing a member
of the Committee he shall er officio have a seat on the
Committee.

VIII. The Committee shall meet at least once a month
(on sueh day as may Le fixed) for the transaction of husiness,
and at other times when stmmoned by the Chairman, or in
lis absence by the Viee-Chairman.  The proceedings to be
laid on the table for the inspection of members subject to
such regulations as the Commitree may consider expedient.
In ease of the non-attendance of the Chairman and Viee-
Chairman, a chairman shall be chosen by the Members of
the Commitree present.

IX. At Meetings of the Committee four Members shall
form a quorim, and in ease of an equality in voting the
Chairman shall have a easting vote in addition to his own.

X. The Committee shall have power to appoint Sub-
Committees for such pirposes ax may he deemed advizable,

XI. The Committee shall have power to frame By-laws,
whieh shall at once come into foree, but must be presented for
confirmation at the next ensuing General Meeting of the
Chamber: and after such confirmation, sueh By-laws shall
be binding on all Members equally with these Rules.

XII. The Funds of the Chamber shall he paid into one
of the Banks under an account to be opened by the Com-
mittee, and may be invested in such manner as may be con-
sidered ady hﬂi)le.

XIIL All cheques shall he signed by the Secretary of
the Chamber, and conntersigned h) the C]mnmdn, or Vice-
Chairman, or in their :'t.hseuce by one of the Commitree.
All dishursements shall he sanctioned by the Committee at
their ordinary Meetings

a5,

An Account duly andited by two Members of the Cham-
Lier shall be laid before the Annnal General Meeting.

XIV. A yvearly Report of the proceedings shall he pre-
pared, which, after beine approved at the Annual (eneral
Meeting, shall he plmtul and cireulated,

XV. A paid Seeretary shall be appointed by the Com-
mittee, such appointment to be =ubject to confirmation af
the next ensuing Annunal General Meeting.

XVI. The Aunnal General Mecting of the Chamber shall
be held in the mouth of February (or as soon thereafter as
may be convenient) of each vear for the purpose of receiv-
ing the Committee’s s Report, of examining and passing the
Aueounta of the previous year, of electmg the Committee
for the ensuing year, and of transacting general Tmsiness.

t

Committee
Meetings.

Sub-Com-
N Hees,

By-Taws,

Acconnts,

Annual
Report.

Becretary.

Annual and
Special
General
Meetings,




Extra-
ordinary
General
Meetings.

Quorom.

Voting.

Expulsion of
Member,

Alteration
of Rules.
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All important  questions  affecting the Port, and its
commercial relations with the Empire of China, or
with other States may be discussed, at the Annual Meet-
ings, or at Special General Meetings convened for the
purpose in the manuer provided for by Rule 17.

XVIL The Committee may whenever they think fit, or
shall upon a requizition made in writing signed by at least
five Members of the Chamber, conveue an Extraordinary
Gvenernl Meeting of the Chamber, Any such requisition
shall state the objects of the Meeting proposed to le held,
and upon veceipt of sueh requisition the Committee shall
forthwith eall an Extraordinary General Meeting to he
hell within 10 days subsequent to the veceipt of sueh re-
quisition,

NXVIII. At least five davs’ notice, either hy Advertisement
ar printed Civenlar, shall be given of each Avnual or Tixtra-
ordinary General Meeting, and in the case of the latter the
notice shall state the nature of the business for which the
Meeting ix called.

XIX. No business shall he transacted at any (zeneral
Mecting unless there be personally present at the time the
Meeting proceeds to business ten or more Members.

XX. Voting by Proxy, or by Members whose subscrip-
tions are in arvear, shall not be allowed, nor shall more than
one Member of the same Firm lLe entitled to vote for
such Iirm on the siine oceasion.

NXI In the abgence from the Colony of all the partners
in a Firm, their representative hy Power of Attorney shall
Le entitled to vote.

NXIIL In ease the conduet of any Member shall in the
opinion of the Committee e injurious fo the charaerer ov
interests of the Chamber. the Committee way after due
enguiry, and after opportunity of muking his defence hax
heen atforded to sueh Member, pass a Resolution for the
expulsion of such Member from the Chamber, and such
Resolution shall take effect after it has Lieen communicated
to the Members, and been passed at a General Meeting by
a majority of not less than two-thirds of those present and
qualified to vote at such Meeting.

N XIII. The Rules of the Chamber shall not be repealed,
added to, ov altered except by a majority of Members pre-
sent at u General Meeting (called for that purpose) and
after at least ten days notice has been given of the proposed
changes. :

XXIV. The Rules and By-laws shall be printed and a
copy thereof shall be furnished to every Member.

i

.

o e

BY-LAWS.

(CONFIRMED AT THE AXNNCAL (FENERAL
Megrina HELD 191H May, 1903.)
———

I. The Office shall be open daily from noon to 1 o’clock Ofice hours,
P, when the Secretary shall be in atfendance, and ready
to communicate with any Member requiring information or

access to the Records of the Chamber.

1I. The Seeretory shall attend all Meetings (inclnding Seepetary's
those of the Arbitration Committee, if regquired), keep a dutics,
journal of all proceedings. take charge of all documents,
keep the accounts of the Chamber, collect Subseriptions and
obtain Statisties of Trade, prepare Statements of Trade,
conduet and keep copies of correspondence, and attend to
sieh other duties as may be required by the Committee.

I1I. All communications shall he received and answered Covrespond-
through the Chairman, Viee-Chairman, or Secretary. ing.

Ve No (.Envmncnrs belonging to the Chmuher.slmil be re- pocuments
moved during Office hours, nor shall any minute of its not to he
proceedings be made public without an order of the Com- removed.
mittee,

V. Notice of any proposition or business to he brought (jeperal |
by Members before the Yearly General Meeting shall be given Meceting
to the Secretary at least 5 days before the Meeting, who, Notice.
in the civeular or advertisement calling such Meeting, will
state the business or proposition, and by whom to he brought
forward.

VI. In addition to the Subscriptions as provided for by« Revenue
Rule IT1, funds for the requirements of the Chamber may he other than
raised in the following manner : By the sale of statements Subserip-
of trade, by fees on Arbitration and References, by fees for tons.
certified copies of the Records and other Documents in the
Archives of the Chamber or for Certificates for any Com-
mercial matters, by the issue of telegraphic or other inform-
ation of general interest, and hy Voluntary gifts and con-
tributions cither in money, maps, books or anything which
may he useful to the Society. )

VII. The Committee shall appoint every vear from their Clorrespong-
number a Corresponding Committee to supervise all matters ing and
connected with the correspondence of the Chamber, and an Arbitvation
Arbitration Committee to conduct and decide cases sul. Committecs,
mitted to the arbitration of the Chamber. The functions
of the Arbitration Committee shall continue so long as any
business submitted to them during their period of service
remaing undeeided,
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Appuoinit- In eases of dispute relating to matiers of a technical
ment of out- natnre the Arbitration Committee may appoint one or more
:“ii' Arbi- persons other than of their number to examine and or arbi-
Tators, L

trafe in the matter at such fee or fees ax the Committee
may decide,

Arhitration VIII. Each Member of the Arvbitration Committee shall

Fes, he entitled to a Fee of not less than $5, and not more than $10

for each sitting, and the Chamber to a Fee (in addition) of
not less than $10, and not more than 100, on every case
submitred to the arbitration of the Chamber. The amount
to be regulated by the Arvbitration Committee, according to
the importance of the case awd the time oceupied therein,
subject to an appeal to the General Committee, whose
deeision on the amount shall he final.

IX. The Disputants in an Avbitration ease shall he held
to guarantee the fees jointly and severally to the Chamber,

Terms X. The Arbitration Commirtee shall appoint itz own Chair-

E'\."i::-;‘l"‘i,‘t'::“l"' man :u‘ul (f.Ollﬁlw its funetions to cases \}*hen its .i11.‘rer\'entiol'a

Lo enforee. O advice is requested, aud on no oceasion shall it proceed
with any ease unless all the parties subseribe a Bond making
the award a Rule of the Supreme Court.  Priuted forms of
such Bouds, legally prepaved, shall he kept tor the inform-
ation of Members who may have oceasion to resort to the
Chamber for Arbitration: and the Committee shall not
avhitrate upon, nor take any cogunizance of. any dizpute
whatever, unless one of the partics interested therein be o
Member of the Chamber.

Construction XL In the event of any question as to the con-
of By-laws stemetion o application of these By-laws, the General
Committee shall have power to decide the same, submitting
4 ’ ¥ 5 1 o
the matter to (he next General Meeting of the Chamber
Tor itz Ainal decision.

RULES TO REGULATE PROCEEDINGS
AT MEETINGS HELD FOR THE
NOMINATION OF REPRESENTATIVES
OF THE CHAMBER IN THE
LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL.

(CoNFIRMED AT THE ANNUAL (GENERAL
Megrivg HELD 191H May, 1903.)

L Oun receipt of a request from the Government to Notice of
nominate a reprexentative of the Chamber in the Legislative Meeting.
Council, a General Meeting of the Members shall be called
by the Committee, notice of which zhall be given by adver-
tisement in the public Press at least 5 days before the hold-
ing of sueh Meeting. '

2. Notice in writing of the nwwes of Candidates, and Proposal of
of their proposers and seconders, to be lodged with the ¢andidates.
Secretary at least 48 hours before the time appointed for
holding the General Meeting.

3. If only one Candidate, the Voting to be by show of Votin,
hands, if more than one Candidate, the Voting to be Dy -

Ballot.

4. In the case of a Ballot, Scrutineers to be appointed hy
the Meeting.

3. In the case of v Ballot, a voting paper to he haled
to each Member entitled to vote attending the Meeting, and
when the Poll takes place, the voting papers with the name
of the Selected Candidates filled in, to be placed in a
receptacle (to be indicated by the Chairman of the Meeting)
at the place of Ballot ; the Serutineers (or Secretary) to
register the names of the Voters as the voting papers are
=0 depoxited.

6. Afrer a Candidate has heen proposed and  seconded Opder of
Members may speak to the proposal before the Meeting,  speeches.

7. When all the Candidates have been proposed and
seconded the Candidates may address the Meeting in the
order in which their names have been submitted to the
Meeting.

8. Thereafter no further addresses may be made, and
the Ballot shall take place.

9. After the Serutineers have reported in weiting to the Result.
Chairman of the Meeting the vesult of the Ballot, the Chair-
man shall declare the =ame to the Meeting.

10, In the caze of an equality of votes between the Case of
Candidates standing highest in the Poll, the Ballot as equality of
hetween these Candidates shall be held over aguin at a fup- YOS
ther Meeting to he called on a date to be decided on by the
Greneral Committee, such date to be not later than 10 days
after the first Meeting.
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MINUTES of the Yearly (General Meeting of the HONGKONG
GENERAL CHAMBER OF COMMERCE, held i the old CHAMBER
or Coaerce Roowm, Crry Hawnr, on Tuesday, the 28th
Lebruary, 1905, at 4 p.m., for the purpose of receiviny
the Report of the Committee and passing the Secretary's

Accownts for the year ending 31st December, 1904.
Present :—

Mr. E. A. Hewerr, (Chairman), Mr. A. G. Woon, (Vice-Chairman ),
Hon. Mr. W. J. Grrssox, Hon. Mr. R. Suewasx. Messrs. A, Haver,
N. A. Siess, J. R. M. Syrra, E. H. Touxixs, E. S. WazanLer, H, W,
RoprrTson, Hon. Mr. GErsgoM STEWART, Messrs G, W, F. PLayraln,
. R. Scorr, A. M. Essaguoy, E. SooLemaxser, E. W. Rorrrn, J.-J.
Lrria, F. J. V. Joree., A. G. Gorpox, E. SHELLIM, (. PEMBERTOX,
A.J. Ravmonp, A. J. Winniams, W. MrrcEERs, A. Forbus, J. It
Micaarr, H. W. Suapg, G. H, Mepavrsr, E. Ormiston, A, RuMinam,
L. Berixpoacur, (. A, Tomes, T. P. Cocarave, B. W. MitcanLL,
W. Daxey, (', H, Tromrson, W, H. T. Davis, G. (1, Moxox, W. D.
Gramam, J. W, Ross Tavror, F. Sanivarr & A, R, Lows, (Seeretary).

The SecrrTARY read the notice convening the meeting.
The Minutes of the last annual meeting were confirmed.

The CHarrMAN said: The report and accounts of the Chamber of
Commerce for 1904 having been in your hands for some days, we

will with your permission, take them as rvead. Before proposing the

adoption of the report, and the passing of the accounts, there ave a few
matters to which I would like to refer. The past twelve months has
been a particularly anxious period to all engaged in the Far Eastern
trade, and the Committee of the Chamber, in common with the com-
munity at large, has closely followed the varving phases of the political
situation, and has on more than one oceasion, made such representations
as appeared desirable in the proper quarters, with a view if possible to
modifying the restrictions upon our neutral trade which were trom
time to time imposed by one or other of the helligerent powers.
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The question of what is, or ix not contraband of war is, as we know
in a most unsatisfactory position. At one time it appeared as though
an attempt would be made to establizh the principle that might is right.
Fortunately friendly representations made by neutral powers have to a
certain extent relieved neutrals of some causes for anxiety, but it is to
be earnestly desired that at the soonest possible moment aftter peace
has been declared an International Conference be arranged to consider
what further improvements can be effected upon the existing Treaty of
Paris, so that should war again unhappily break out between two great
powers that loss and dislocation to neutral trade, which must inevitably
arige, under such circumstances be reduced to a minimum. As we all
know the broad-minded and capable statesman, who now direets the
policy of our kinsmen on the other side of the Pacific, has already
proposed such a Conference, and we believe his proposal has been
cordially adopted by the majority at all events of the leading powers.

The question of increasing the output of cotton in British territory
in divers parts of the Empire 20 as to render our manufacturers more
independent of those foreign markets on which they have now to rely
for their supplies of raw material has, as we all know, received the
carnest consideration of many private persons as well as officials more
directly interested in the welfare of several of our Colonies, As Hong-
kong can also claim to be one of the cotton manufacturing Colonies,
although, it is true, to a comparatively small extent, it is satisfactory to
tind that the question of encouraging the cultivation of cotton on the
mainland has received the attention of the Government. Seed has heen
imported and steps are being taken with a view to distributing thix to
the local farmers. Tt is to be hoped that by the offer of prizes for the
best results these men may be encouraged to embark in what has proved
in many distriets in China to be one of the most remunerative forms of
agriculture,

The reform of the currency in China as a first step towards the
establishment of a gold basis was specially dealt with at our last annual
meeting. The Committee has since then again addressed the Chambers
of Commerce in Shanghai and Tientsin on the subject. and for a second
time a joint memorial from the three Chambers has been sent to the
members of the Diplomatic Body at Peking.  Although no movement
has as vet been set in motion by the Chinese Government towards
carrying out this much needed reform, the importance of the question
is, we know, fully realized by the foreign ministers in Peking, who
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will, no doubt, lose no fitting opportunity for urging upon the Chinese
the great benefit which must accrue to the Empire by bringing about
the desired change.

In my last annual address T referred to the Fiscal question, which
has so agitated the minds of many of our leading statesmen and traders
in all parts of the Empire.  Much has been said and written on this all-
important subject during the past twelve months, but it is difficult to
forecast what may transpire in the immediate future. Whatever our
personal views may be all must agree that it is one of the most
important questions to British Tmperial trade which has avisen of recent
vears, and ax you will have seen, therefore, it is proposed later on to
ask you to pass a resolution dealing with this matter,

Another qugstion which has engaged the attention of the (‘om-
mittee is that of the construction of 2 new and more spacious harbour
of refuge for the small craft of the port which is =0 urgently needed.
Some correspondence has passed between the Government and the
Chamber on the sabject, and it is satisfactory to learn that the
importance of the speedy construetion of such a leflwe is fully recognised
by the authorities. We understand the Government very rightly

consider that when the work ix undertaken it shall be of sufficient
‘magnitude to meet all 1:on~1ble requirements of the port for many years

to come. Unfortunately in order to effect this a very large sum of
money will have to be expended, and in view of the many public works
now under construction we understand the Government has decided to
postpone for a time constructing the new refuge. Under the cireum-
stances the Committee cannot but conceur with the decision arrived at.

At our last meeting I was glad to be able to state that the Govern-
ment agreeing to the repeated requests of the Chamber, had decided to
introduce a bill for the purpose of regulating the pilots of thix Colony
by licence.  The bill as ultimately passed appeared to be entirely
satisfactory and the Committee trusted that their end would thus be
attained, that ix to say, incompetent men would be prevented from
assuming the post of pilots, and that the old standard of pilots would be
maintained.  This is not the case, for as you will see from the report.
the actual result of the working of the Pilots” Ordinance proved far
different from what had been anticipated, the consequence being that
we are now provided with a too limited pilot service composed almost
entirely of Englishmen, who even with the small number licensed

.
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already, complain that they cannot make a living. and are agitating tor
an increase in the fees. Now the navigable difficulties of Hongkoutr
harbour are small, and the services of a pilot are really only required to
give o the masters of vessels certain local information as to currents,
more pdrtlculazlv when a steamer is being placed at a wharf or dock.
There is no need for a highly paid Eumpean service. Under these
circumstances the existence of a white pilot service is unnecessary, entail-

Aing ax it must an unneeded expense on the shipping trade of the Colony.

Lnder the new system the shipping companies also had reason to
complain that they were deprived of the services of men whom they
know and trust. while a deserving body of men were prevented from
following their avocation. It is, of course. obvious that a Chinaman
of the class which furnishes pilots cannot be expected to pass highly
technical examinations, and it was supposed therefore that the same
consideration would be shown them in passing their respective examin-
ations, as is now extended to the licensed engineers and steersmen of
tugs, who as we know, could not pass the test set to them of the same
class in home waters. Rince the closing of the report the Committee
have addressed the Government on the subject, and it is very satisfactory
to be able to report that the views expressed by the Committee have
been endorsed by the Government. The corr eapondence on the subject
will be published for general information in due course,

With regard to the vexed and discussed question of barriers in the
Canton River it ix gratifying to be able to veport that lately the work
of removal has been vigorously taken in hand by the Coust Inspector
of the Chinese Mdlltll’ll(’ (_.uutmm-, acting on behalf of the Tmperial
(Grovernment, and it is pleasing to learn that the work is progressing as
rapidly as could be expected.  Our thanks are due to these numerous
officials both on the British and Chinese side, whose representations
have at last brought about this satisfactory state of affairs.

In consequence of the views so strongly expressed at our last meeting
with regard to the imperative necessity for an early construction of the
long dreamed of Kowloon to (‘anton railway, the Committee speeially
addressed the Officer Administering the Government and the British
Minister at Peking, from both of whom sympathetic replies were
received.  As youall recollect Sir HEXRY BLAKE in his farewell address
to the Colony specially dwelt on the importance of this question and
after his dep'u'ture the matter was strongly taken up by the Acting
Governor, Mr. May ; while since his arrival in the Colony His
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Excelleney the Governor has given special attention to the matter. The
question of the Kowloon-Canton railway has consequently for some
time past been the subject of negotiations between the Colonial Office
on behalf of the Government of this Colony, and the British-Chinese
Corporation, and it iz understood to have proceeded so far towards
settlement that the discussion with the Chinese Government provided
for by the fifth paragraph of the Convention of 9th June, 1898, will
shortly he opened.  In the meantime the Government here have been
considering the route to be taken by the line within British territory
which, in conjunction with a complete road system, will best develop
that territory.

I have already referred to the dislocation to, and losses entailed
upon, our trade in these waters by the war which still unhappily drags
on. Situated as we are so close to the scene of action and being so
closely interested in every turn of affairs it is perhaps only fitting that
before I close T should refer to the question again. While we must
join with the whole civilized world in deploring the appalling loss of
life and suftering which this war has entailed. we cannot but thrill with
admiration at the intense patriotism and splendid heroism which has
been equally displayed by the forces of both combatants. In this I
think we may look for comfort, for surely we may be permitted to
believe that that respect which all hrave men must earn on the field for
a courngeous and generons foe will in due time form a solid foundation
for a genuine friendship between those who now are ranged against
each other—that the feeling thus engendered will more surely than
anything elze result in a lasting peace in the Far East, bringing in its
train prosperity not only to those now actually engaged in the present
conflict, but to all who for whatever reason desire the peaceful develop-
ment of the trade of this part of the world.

Since our last meeting our new Governor has taken office, and has
already given many indications that among other matters engaging his
carnest attention he lias at heart the true progress of the trade of this

Colony. His Excelleney’s recent utterances on that all important

subject, the education of the rizing generation of our population, ave
alone sufficient evidence of this, while the Committee of the Chamber
bave already had evidences in other directions of the interest His
Kixcellency takes in trading matters.  As we know, however, from past
experience, it is not always possible for the officials of a Crown Colony
and the business community to look at ali questions from the same point
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of view. Much however can be done to further those interests for
which after all we are all working in common, viz.. the advancement
and prosperity of our Colony., by a veady interchange of ideas and
opinions. Something to this effect was said by Hix Excellency on his
arrival when taking the oath of office. I trust, therefore, I may be
permitted to take advantage ot this occasion, and in the name of the
Hongkong General Chamber of Commerce to assure His Excelleney
that we will heartily co-operate in any steps taken to advance the pro-
sperity of our Colony. (Applause.) ’

1 fear I have detained you somewhat, hut there are still a few
matters of more personal interest to which I would refer.  Our Vice-
(‘hairman, Mr. D. R. Law, has left us on a visit home. The Chamber
is indebted to Mr. Law for much good work done in spite of the very
great calls upon his time made by his own affaivs.  (Applause.) Another
friend to whom we have had to say farewell is Mr. R, . Wincox. Mr.
Wircox was as vou know for several vears our Secretary, and latter
rendered equally valuable assistance to our Association as a member of
the Committee.  We should all join in thanking Mr. Witcox for services
so willingly rendered in the interests of our Chamber, and T am certain
all hope that he may have many years before him in which to enjoy
with hix family in hiz native land the happy results of his industry and
ability. (Applause.) With Mr. Wincox's departure, I regret to say, the
name of Messrs, Turver & Co. disappears from our list of members—a
name [ would remind you which ix among the oldest on our books and .
one which in past vears has been o frequently connected with the work
of the Chamber.

Ax you will have seen we have been obliged through the altered
conditions of affairs in the Colony to vacate our offices in this building
and seek fresh lodging. Although the change has much facilitated the
work of the Chamber, we must all feel a certain amount of regret at
leaving premises where the Chamber of Commerce has heen located
practically =ince its inception. and where <o much good work has been
done by our predecessors.  With these remarks 1 beg to propose the
adoption of the report and accounts.  (Applause.)

Mr. Mepauksr seconded and suid :—I have great pleasure in
congratulating the Committee on the successful results of their labours
during the past year. The Chairman, in his very able speech, has so
fully covered the ground, that it leaves but little to add. T would,
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however, like to say that I am glad the Government has recognised the
importance of contructing a new Harbour of Refuge, and trust they
will see their way to commence thiz very necessary work at an early
date. The Pilots Ordinance is one that materially affects the shipping
trade of the port and it ix satistactory to note that the further represent-
ations of the Committee have the consideration of the authorities. It
is also gratifying to notice the great interest taken by His Excelleney
the Grovernor in that scheme which is of such vital importance to thix
Colony, namely the construction of a railway from Kowloon to Canton,
and we may now rest satistied that this matter will not be shelved.
With these few words I beg to =econd the adoption of the report and
accounts.

The veport was unanimously adopted.
Fiscar, Rerory.
The CHAIRMAN then proceeded to move the following resolution :—

“That the Committee be authorised to write to the Govern-
*ment requesting that before entering into any arrange-
“ments with the United Kingdom. India. or the Colonies,
“which mayv affect freedom of action in trade matters
“within the limits of this Colony, Hix Execellency the
= Governor will be good enough to direct that details of
“any proposed legislation be forwarded to the Chamber
“of Commerce, as representing the Commereiul Com-
“ munity, in order that the Community at large, or that
“section of it which may be affected by the proposed
“ agreement, or agreements, may be given an opportunity
“of expressing their views on the subject.™

He said :—In bringing the resolution before vou. gentlemen, the
Committee are only asking you to endorse what they have already done
in writing to the (Government. On May 13 a letter was written to the
Colonial Secretary asking if His Excelleney the Governor, ©will give
instructions to forward copies of any communication on the subject so
that, should it ultimately be decided to seriously deal with the whole
question, full opportunity will be available to the Committee for advising
him of their views on the various points which are calenlated to affect
the trade of Hongkong.” In reply to that letter the Colonial Secre-
tary said that copies of such communications as may be sent to the
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Government on the subject will be forwarded trom time to time for the
information of the Chamber. I think it is purely a precautionary
measure.  We know that for some time past the burning question at
Home and in the C‘olonies has heen the fiscal question.  We also know
that our trade in Hongkong is principally transport trade, which is
largely composed of goods coming from ports in the world other than
British territory and going to other ports which are not British territory.
Therefore whatever it might be advisable to do in the interests of Home
manufactures it ix very important to understand that the question cannot
be looked upon from the same point of view here as in other colonies.
Theretore it is important that the business community of Hongkong
should have every facility for expressing it opinion on this subject
before any legislation is made with regard thereto. Tt may be urged
that this resolution is premature at the present moment but the
Opposition has just made an abortive attempt to foree this issue home
upon the Government, and as this Chamber will not meet like thix
until next vear. the dissolution may meantime take place, and in that
case it would be well to have passed this resolution as a precautionary
measure, and have something definite to tell the Government as to
what the business men of Hongkong thought on the subject. By past
experience I might say that we have no reason to suppose that the
Hongkong (Government would bring about any legislation without
consulting the Chamber of Commerce,

Mr. H. W. Spape seconded and said :—T have much pleasure in
seconding the Chairman’s resolution.  As he says. it is purely an endorse-
ment of what the Committee have already done, and T think the Committee
have acted rightly in-approacling the Government in time about this
matter, a most important one for the Colony, und the community in
general as represented by this Chamber. We should have the earliest
opportunity of discussing any proposals brought forward for altering
the Fiscal Policy of the Empire. As the (‘hairman mentioned, the
proposals are not at present contained in concrete form, but no doubt, -
after the dissolution of the present Home Parliament. they will be, and
it is only right that we should ask the Government to put before us
what such proposals may be.

Hon. Mr. Gersnom STEWarT said :—Mr. Chairman and gentlemen.
From the advertisement which has heen in the papers for some time a
special invitation is given, inviting discussion on the resolution which ix
now before the meeting. Tt is in response to that invitation that T
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venture to offer a few remarks on thix interesting subject.  As evineing
a willingness on the part of the Chamber of Commerece to undertake fresh
labour in the public interest, there is nothing but good to be said of it.
As an effort to encourage public dizcussion on matters of general
interest, for from the wording of the resolution the matters treated of
are to be submitted to the members in general, there is much in it which
will appeal to those of us brought up to believe in free discussion as the
soundest prineiple apon which to found all legislation. But there are
other views of it, which upon consideration may lead to doubt ax to
whether the objects aimed at are likely to be hest secured by the proposal
hefore us.  The resolution ix comprehensive as it asks that all legislation
affecting commerce should be submitted to the Chamber for approval.
As nearly all legislation does affect trade in some form or other, it

seems to amount to a claim, that the Government should submit practi-

cally every ordinance they may be called to draw up to the veto or.
approval of this Chamber. What affects commerce more than the
administration of justice and the sacredness of individual liberty ?  But
are laws affecting the constitution of the Supreme Court or the police
foree to be submitted to a cosmopolitan chamber ?  The maintenance ot
public health also is all important. Do we desire to become a reference
committee for the Sanitary Board ? Defence and security oceupy an
exsential feature of sucessful commerce, a review ther et(ne of subjects
affecting naval and military dispositions are included in the comprehen-
sive wording of the resolution we are considering.  If it is put forward
in its present shape, it will certainly cause a searching enquiry on the
part of the Colonial Office as to the constitution of the body making a
claim of such a widespreading nature. It will be found that we are
a cosmopolitan body which ix free to elect or reject its own members,
who in their turn arve free to elect their own officers. As we exist at
present we huve the advantage of having members of all sorts, who
are free to give us the benefit of their knowledge and experience on
every matter. T am one of those who think that the China Trade
is in its infancy. There are some pessimists who think that we
Britishers are decadent and represent o dimninishing trade. T am not
one of those myself, but the pessimists may he right, and there ix there-
fore a possibility that in day= to come the majority of thiz Chamber may
not be Britishers at all. Tz it not a somewhat large order to ask the
(rovernment to mortgage their future so far to promise to submit all
their legislation to a body so constituted ? Has the Chamber any
cause of complaint against the Government? If they can bring a
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Just charge showing want of consideration against the (GGovernment,
they will have the unanimous support of the members in resenting it.
T have always thought that the Government were most anxious
to avail themselves of the ripe experience and matured wisdom of the
senior members of this Chamber. Before asking for fresh powers
it might be well for the Committee to re-consider the proposition, and
mn the meantime avail themselves more systematically of the powers to
influence legislation which thev enjoy at present, Bills ave advertised
freely in the Government Guzette and the public press hefore they are
brought forward, and vet the member for the Chamber had no instruc-
tions wheu the last Sugar Bill eame before the Couneil.  The discussion
raised on that day was raised by Mr. SEEWAY and myself upon onr own

Initiative, and yet the prineiple involved was the freedom of the port.
I think that the evident desire of the Committee would be met if they
formed out of their own members a P arliamentary Committee to report

on all bills brought forward by the Government.. Their energetic
Secretary could }\eep them posted as to all bills advertised. There is also
always the poszibility that the Committee and the members may view cer-
tain matters from different points of view. Tt is fresh in our mﬂemorv that
on the great question of currency the members by a majority voted for
an enquiry into the possibility of a gold standard, whereas the Com-
mittee were opposed to it.  In such a case swhich were the Governnent
to support ?  In its present form I shall vote against the resolution—
firstly, because it asks for a a privilege which cannot be shared by many
of our own countrymen in the Colony who are not members of fhls
Chamber ; and, sccondly, T think the Committee are asking for some-
thing which may entail upon them an answer which wili certainly be
polite, but cannot be entirel v favourable (applanse) : and, tim‘dlv

because this request may he met by some counter proposition affecting
the constitution of this Chamber which might lessen our 11!]}1()1‘f mee as
an all-embracing trading institution. (Loml applause. )

e o ! :
Mr. G. W. F. Praveam said :—I merely rise to say that I tho-
roughly agree with every word Mr. Stewarr has said, and heg to second
his opposition.

Mr. Hewerr replied that Mr. Greesmon Stewarr had misunder-
stood the resolution and what he had said.  Certain legislation might
be brought in which, though it might he of great henefit to certain
Colonies, might have a serious effect on Trade in this Colony. The
resolution was merely asking the Chamber to endorse the request
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which had already been put forward by the Committee in the past
vear and this request had been favourably received by the (overnments
It was simply a request that in the event of any legislation being
brought up on the fiscal question—no other question—the Chamber of
Commerce may be consulted. It was a question of fiscal reform pure
and simple.  The Chamber of Commerce does not wish to arrogate to
itself any unusual power. The resolution was worded very much the
same’ way as was a vesolution adopted by the united Chambers of
Commerce of India and Cevlon, The local Government had invariably
consulted the Chamber of C(fommerce on subjects which interested them
and they had no reason to suppose that they would not do =0 in the
tutare.

Mr. GursHOM STEWART said the resolution was of a very sweeping
nature, though the remarks of the Chairman had toned it down some-
what. He suggested that it be referred to the new C‘ommittee for
consideration.

The CratrMax asked Mr. Stewarr if he wished to propose an
amendmend to the resolution.  On being informed that he did not
intend to do so. but would vore against the motion, the resolution was
put to the meeting by the Chairman and carried with Fonr dissentients.

Membership.

On the motion of Chairman. seconded by Mr., Onmisrox, the
following firms were clected members of the Chamber :— Messes,
Apvooracty Esrammy & Co., Minzusamnis & (o.. AsgasrD, THORESEN
& Co., Joran & Co.. The Fire Insurance Association of Hongkong, and
Ruarany & Co.

Mvr. Scorr proposed that the retiving Committee he re-clected,
Mr. THOMP=ON seconded, and the motion was carried.

The Caareman :—Thank vou for your attendance,

‘IIL'-_Fb-.:I
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Report of the General Committee of the HONGKONG (GENERAL
CraMBER 0¥ COMMERCE, jor the Year ending 31st December,
1904, jor presentation to the Members at the Aniual Meetiig,
to be held in the Old Chamber Room, ity Hall, on
Tuesday, the 28th February, 1505, at 4 p.m.

Satisfactory progress has heen made in matters brought forward
from previous years ax well ax in guestions touehing ﬁpnn the com-
mereial interests of the Colony which have arizen since the last Annual
Meeting.

Cotton Cultivation in the New Territory.

Mr. 8. T. Duxy (Superintendent of the BDotanical and Aftorestation
Department) drew the attention of the Chamber to the possibilities of
cotton cultivation in the New Territory and representations were made
to the Government asking For support in the nature of a small grant of
money to meet the expense of distributing cotton-seed, or plants, to

suitable farmers and for prizes for the three best results obtained in

order to stimulate competition, The great advantage to be gained by

the Colony in finding vaw cotton within its borders was pointed out.
and attention drawn to a similar effort on a large scale now being
made in the Bast African Colonies,  The want of enterprize of the Sun
On native is well known, but the Committee have hopes that the
Governnent will make a determined etfort to induce him to give the

experiment a fair trial.  (Appendix A.)

The Opening of Kongmoon.

Kongmoon was opened to trade on 7th March, 1904, and the
Customs Regulations will he found in the Appendix.  Some difficulty
was at first anticipated on account of the Customs Harbour being a few
wiles from the City. but the Customs Authorities place no difticulties
in the way of river steamers anxious to steam up the Kongmoon creek.
Regular steamers, European and Chinese, now make Kongmoon a port
of call and there ave reagonable grounds for helieving that the trattic

will in time prove a large feeder to the trade of the Colony.
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Lt will be remembered that the Chinese Authorities agreed to open

the port under Article 8, Section 12, of the Shanghai Treaty of 1902,

and the importance of its ecarly opening as o Treaty Port was strongly

urged on His Iixeellency 8Sir Erypst Satow when he met the Com-
mittee in August, 1903, (_Appendiees B and P.)

The Philadélphia. Museum and the 8t. Louis Exposition.

The Philadelphia Commercial Musenm, with which the Chamber
is affiliated, invited the Members to make usc of its hranch office at St.
Louis World's Fair, and attention was drawn to this facility in the local
press.  Members ave reminded that a elussified list of Ameriean traders

is kept in the Chamber Room. (Appendix (')

Lewis and Clark Centennial Exposition at Portland
(Oregon), 1905, Colonial and Indian
Exhibition, 1905,

Following the practice of previous years the Committee replied to
the inquiries from the Government regarding the steps to be taken in
representing the Colony at the Lewis and (lark Centennial Exposition
at Portland (Oregon) and the Colonial and Indian Eshibition at the
Crystal Palace in 1905, that it was not necessary to expend any public
money as the manufactures of the Colony are inconsiderable and its
natural products =o limited that it would be difficult to form a separate
court to adequately represent the trade of the Clolony at any exhibition.
It was suggested that the Registrar-General might represent to the
Chinese manufacturvers of silverware, ivory ornaments, carved blackwood,

ete., the advantage likely to be gained by sending exhibits, (Appendix (')
Currency Question.

Although no definite scheme has bheen adopted by the Chinese
Government as the result of the Shanghai Treaty of 1902, the joint
representations of the Chambers of Commerce of Shanghai, Tientsin
and Hongkong, or the conference between the delegates of the United
States, China, Mexico und Great Britain held in London in 1903, it is
understood that the Chinese Government still have the question of a
uniform National Coinage under consideration, but it iz imposible to
state that any great progress has yet been made.
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In accordance with the desire expressed by the Members at the
last Annual Meeting that this quéstion should not be lost sight of,
correspondence was entered into with the Shanghai and Tientsin
Chambers with the result that a second joint memorial was despatehed
to the Members of the Diplomuatic Body at Peking urging the import-
ance of further representations heing made to the Chinese Government
and showing the urgent necessity of steps heing taken to establish a
uniform National Coinage without further delay. So far however no
definite result has been attained hevond eliciting ackuowledgments of a
sympathetic nature from the Ministers for Great Britain and Spai.n.

(Appendix D.)
Dating of New York Telegrams,

Representations in sympathy with those made by the Shanghai
General Chamber of Commerce were sent to the New York Chamber
asking for support in obtaining from the American Cable Companies
the insertion of the date and time of despateh on the telegrams
despatched to China. The New York Chamber was unable to obtain
this concession which ix granted by the Euaropean Cable Companies,
and it would appear that the American Companies consider their
customers have the remedy in their own hands by paying for the
additional code word representing time of despatch.  (Appendix E.)

Contraband of War.

The effect of the war between Japan and Russia in Manchuria,
and more expecially the part played by both navies on the high seas,
has been watched with interest and much concern on account of the
numerous seizures made chiefly in one short period by the Russian
Fleet when several liners plying between America and Hongkong were
captured and taken inte Vladivostock. The outward bound vessels
from Europe were also subjected to searvch and capture by the Russian
Fleet us far east as Aden. International law on the subject of contra-

band appeared to be differently construed by neutrals and belligerents

and it was not until the end of 1904 that any reasonable rules could he
said to be held to by the Russians in this respect.
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Tt would seem that the version of the rights of neutral ships bound
for an enemy’s port are now more favourably dealt with by the Russians
than the Japanese as the latter does not recognise that the onus of proof
that the cargo ix not for the use of the troops lies with the captors but
the captured.  The Russians have finally gone <o far as to admit the
reverse, as the telegram from the Secretary of Stute for the Colonies
to the Colonial Secretary dated. Tith November, 1904, would seem
to imply.

In view of the large shipping interests the Colony had at stake in
it< ordinary trade with Japan and Manchuria, the Honglkong Grovernment
are to be thanked for their endeavours to obtain the ameliorization of
the condition surrounding neatral cargoes and the exact conditions under

which it was viewed by both belligerents. (Appendix I
Medical Inspection of Passengers.

The strong recommendations to the Government in 1897, 1901 and
carly in 1904, made with a view to remedying the unsatisfactory work-
ing of the Health Officer of the Port’s Department, were Tenewedl
again in June last. The matter was very fully rveferred to in the
last Report, and the (‘ommittee have again to regret the policy of
non-intervention which His Excellency the Officer Administering the
(Government at that time, still followed. In addition to the want of a
Second Medical Officer ready to cope with the work afloat. the absolute
necessity of placing two fast launches at the disposal of the Port Health
Officer’s Department was urged in order that detention of ships <hould

not occur.  (Appendix G.)

Commercial Education.

The report of the examiners at the first annual examination for the
(‘ommercial Certificates of the Chamber of Commeree at Singapore was
considered by your Committee, but the meagre results shown did not
seem to warrant the adoption of similar examinations in Hongkoeng, at
least for the present. Sixteen candidates aged 1T years and upwards
sat for papers in English, Handwriting, Avithmetic, Typewriting
and Shorthand, of whom 6 only gained certificates of proficiency.

(Appendix H.)
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Fiscal Reform,

The Government furnished the Chamber with particulars of an
inquiry from the Tarift Commission, now sitting in England, regarding
statistical or other information especially relating to  the potentiﬂ
resources of the Uolony. The veply sent dealt with the peculiar position
occupied by Hongkong as a transhipping centre, rather than a produetive
colony, and the Government were asked to keep before the Home
authorities the impossibility of viewing the question of fiscal reform
from a strietly Imperial point of view when the time came for fixing

the part Hongkong is to play in the movement. (Appendix 1.)

Empire Cables,

The Board ot Trade of the City of Ottawa approached the Chamber
\\'1‘fh a view to obtaining svmpathetic action with f-heir policj‘ o =gl
British routes™ on Imperial grounds, as an aid to reduction of the
cost of long distance telegraphy. The Committee were elad to he able
to reply that they sympathised with any scheme having for its object
the extension of telegraphice faciliticx and the r(.’([ucfie'ﬁ] in the (.-os't of
messages, but they were unable to unduly favour “all British routes
but rather preferred © Free Trade in Cables ™ as recommended in the
British Inter-Departmental Committee’s Report on (able Communic-

ations in 1902, (Appendix J.)

New Harbour of Refuge.

A zcheme for the construction of a new harbour of refuge for
small eraft at Mong-kolk-tsui covering 166 acres at a cost of S%(SU-U 000
was forwarded by the Government for consideration. The ;we.d: for
such a harbour has been very apparent for some vears, and in 1895 the
Chamber approached the Government with a view to a harbour of 80
acres being construeted west of the Slaughter House at a cost of
$100.000, but the then Governor was unable to recommend the expén—
diture.  The construction of a harbour on the site under consideration
was strongly welecomed by the Committee on the grounds of greater
accessibility, larger area, and it urgent want hy t-he large (Thimwe

population living on small craft in the Harbour
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Clayton’s Apparatus for Disinfecting Ships.
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by the Government. (Appendix L.)

Quarantine Restrictions at Saigon.
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such was= not the case.  (Appendix M.)
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Metric System of Weights and Measures,

Barly in the year the Decimal Association alled the attention of
the Chamber to the Motrie Weights and Measures Bill then before the
Houses of Parliament and asked that 4 favourable expression of opinion
regarding the objects of the Bill might be represented to the Hongkong
Government. The Committee were glad to be able to reply that the
movement had been strongly supported in 1902 in answer to g request
for an opinion from the Secretary of Stite for the Colonies forwarded
through the Hongkong Government. Later in the year an appeal was
made by the Association for Financial Support to the Parliamentary
Campaign Fund, and a donation of £10 was voted by the Committee,

(Appendix N.y

Pilots Ordinance, 1904.

The Pilots Ordinance of 1904 was brought in Ly the Governmont
ax the result of the strong representations made by the Chamber during

the years 1902-3.

The reason which actuated the Committee in asking that all Pilots
plying for hire in the waters of ilie Colony should be licensed was not
consequent upon any disatisfaction with a large number of the Chinese
engaged in the business, who as a rule have proved themselves fully
competent to carry out the work entrusted to them, but to put q stop
to incompetent men boarding steamers and representing themselves to
the masters as fitted to bring vessels into port, and also to prevent the

service from graduall v deteriorating,*

The result, as at present obtained from this legislation, has however
heen entirely different to that anticipated by the Committee, P]'actic&.]ly
the whole of the Chinese Pilots have been deprived of their worl, while
their places have heen taken by a limited number

of European Pilots.
The number of licensed Pilot: 1

as heen so far reduced, that there are
now, in the opinion of the Committee, not sufficient men to properly
carry on the work, und already a demand has heen informally put
Forward for an increase in the pilotage charges on the ground that the

service, as now constituted, doex not provide a living for those engaged
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{ factory. and representations have now been made to the Government in Zena Time.

in it. The Committee considers the present state of affairs unsatis-

order that the services of the experienced and reliable Chinese Pilots ‘
may be retained and us originally suggested, the attinber of Pilots bo Standard Time was quietly introduced by the Imperial Maritime

(‘ustoms Authorvities in the Eastern part of China from Newchwang
to Swatow, up the Yangtse as far ax Hankow, and at Wei-hai-wei,

and Tsingtau during the carly part of 1904, and their inability to

not limited, also that the serviees rendered do not, in the opinion of the

(fommittee, warrant higher pay.  (Appendix O.)

The River Trade and Hongkong. Opening of extend the system to Canton and the West River Ports, owing to the

Waichow, &e. :

close connection of these places with Hongkong, rendered it necessary
: to induce the local Government to alter the time at Hongkong.

Article VIIL of the Shanghai Treaty of 1902 provided for the '
opening of Waichow ax a Treaty Port, and representations urging for
this being carried out have heen made to Sir ERNEsT SATOW but =o far

On being approached by the Government the C‘ommittee strongly

urged the adoption of Zone time locally, as the only argument able to
without any definite result. The Secretary of the (hamber made the = be brought against the scheme was that it was a change from the existing

journey during the Easter Holidays of 1904 from Mirs Bay to Waichow Bt

order of things. and the advantages, on the other hand, were very real.

and thence to Canton down the East River. In less than eight hours’ .

easy walking from Mirs Bay the town of Tamsui is reached where a ,':l His Excellency the Governor readily consented to adjust the local

comfortable flat-bottomed craft can be hired to sail down stream past 54 time to 8 hours East of Greenwich on Sunday, 30th October, 1904, and

Waichow to Cunton so that the journey from Hongkong presents no : IL it is now possible to travel from Hongkong to all the principal river and

difficultios to the traveller, who ean take with him or buy provisions I - coast ports of China and towns Bast of Hankow without adjusting one’s

on the way and leave out of consideration the doubtful pleasure of | § watech. When the extension of railways in China takes place this

staving in Chinese inns. o advantage of one standard time will be even more appreciated.

| (Appendix Q.)
The two adjoining citiex of Waichow and Kwaishin ave both large | e

and prosperous, providing a market for a large and fertile surrounding I Kowloon-Canton Railway.

country. The swiftness of the current during the wet season and the | S

shallowness of the Iast River in ﬂl‘(’ dry season present a serious obstacle . In view of the strong opinion expressed at the Annual General
1 to a regular service of river craft of any great carrying capacity. e n Meeting of Members in 1904 that representations should be made to

. 1 ; ik ] : et AL tel e i 3
I ’ would however appear that a light railway conld cheaply be constructed - the Government and His Excellency Sir Erxgst Sarow, H.B.M.s

Minister at Peking, with the object of uccelerating, if possible, the

| ' on the level land strefehing from Shan Chung, on Mirs Bay, to Waichow,

or one from Waichow to conneet with the projected Hongkong-Canton
line at Sheklung, also @ city of considerable importanee on the West

River.

When Waichow is opened to foreign trade there is no doubt that

the already large pussenger and cargo trafic will inerease to u great

extent to its own and Hongkong’s material benefit.  (Appendix P.)

construetion of this line in which it is considered the continued prosperity
of the Colony largely depends, letters fully expressing the views of the
Memberz were despatched.

It was suggested that failing an early commencement by the
present concessionaires the Hongkong and Tmperial Governments
should themselves construct or gunarantee the capital necessary to
complete the line as far as Canton,
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TFrom the replies received from both their Excellencies, it would
appear they clearly realized the great importance of the matter and
have not failed to impress its urgency of treatment on the British
(Grovernment, but up to the time of writing no news of a Government

scheme has heen put forward. (Appendix R.)

Quarantine Regulations at Newchwang.

A protest was made through the Hongkong Government to the

ki

subjection by Newchwang on 14th July last of 10 days’ quarantine
dating from time of departure on all <hips arriving from Canton,
Hongkong, Swatow, Amoy and Foochow. The reply of Mr. Consul
Lirrie shows that the regulation was made by the Russian Military
Authorities without objection being raised by the Consular Body, as
it was considered that the fact of the port being in belligerent territory
gave them full powers in the matter. In view of the extraordinary
circumstances in which the aunthorities were placed at that time in

Newchwang the correspondence was not continued.  (Appendix 8.)

Fiece Goods Contracts.

Messrs, Dracox, Lookrr & Dracox drew the attention of Piece
Gloods Merchants to the decision of Mr. Justice Wise in “ WeNDT &
Compaxy and Cror Yik Firm,” and advised, that where local merch-
ants desired lo guard against the Chinese buyers cancelling their
contracts on the ground of unreasonable delay in the shipment of the
goods by the manufacturers in Burope, the practice of inserting such
words in the contract ag *“soomest possible delivery ™ should be
discontinued in favour of “as soon as we receive them,” or a stipulation
inserted that the merchant shall not be responsible for delay by the
manufacturers.  (Appendix T.)

Misuse of Chops by Compradores.

Attention was drawn by Messrs. ALEx. Ross & Compaxy to the
misuse by Compradores in European employ of chops bearing the firms’
name, and they asked for the Committee’s opinion regarding the res-
ponsibility of the Foreign firms in this connection. The Committee
considered the matter was entirely one of a legal nature and outside the

scope of the Committee’s functions. (Appendix U.)
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Sugar Convention.

Further correspondence with the Government took place regarding
the local legislation necessary to give effect in the Colony to the
provisions of the Brussels Convention. (Appendix V.)

Registration of Chinese Partnerships.

The question again engaged the attention of the Committee and
some correspondence ensued with the Singapore Chamber from which
it would appear that the Straits Government are considering the
It has therefore been
decided to await developments from Singapore for the present, as it is

possibilities of legislation in this direction.

thought that by reason of that port’s more distant relations with China
and the Chinese, the possibilities of formulating a scheme are greater
there, and if successful, will therefore pave the way for a measure on

similar lines in Hongkong. (Appendix W.)

Imbecile Persons Introduction Ordinance, 1904.

The onerous conditions imposed on the shipping interests by this
Bill were referred to in the Report for 1903, and it is satisfactory to
note that the passing of an amending Ordinance this year now removes
an objection to the original Ordinance by excluding Chinese from the
scope of the Ordinance. (Appendix X.)

Reuter’s Telegrams.—Prosecution,

Legal proceedings were taken during the year against a Photo-
grapher and a delivery coolie for an infringement of the Act under
which the copy-right of the Reuter’s Telegrams issued by the Chamber
is protected.

The Police Court prosecution was successtul, as the receiver was
fined §10 for publishing the copies of the telegrams in his studio, and
the coolie was sentenced to 2 months’ imprisonment with hard labour

for obtaining money on false pretences by selling copies of the *“ wires ™
which he was not authorised to do. It is hoped that this action by the
Committee will deter others from acting in a similar manner.



surveys.

During the year, 21 (an increase of 13 over 1903) differencex
between buyer and seller were referred to the Chamber by Members,
and the expert survey reports were in all cases accepted by the
applicants.

As one of the objects of the Chamber ix to encourage reference to
arbitration in trade disputes instead of redress in the Law Courts, the
Committee again consider it satisfactory to place on record the inereazed
inclination on the part of manufacturers and merchants in Hurope to
require survevs to he conducted under the auspices of the Chambers of
Commerce,

Membership.

The membership for 1904 was 150, an 1'1101‘eaf~.§3' of 6 firms and

public companies, whe numbered 123, and 27 single individuals.

The resignations received for 19053 were from Messrs. SMITH,
Bern & Compaxy, Terver & Compaxy and A. G. Stoxes, Esq., and
the following have been admitted to membership during 1904, subject

to confirmation at the Annual Meeting :—

Messrs, AppoonanLy Erranmv & Clo.
2 MinzusaiMa & Co.
s Ascasrp, Taoresey & Co.
5 Jorer & Co.
- The Fire Insuraxcon Assocrarion or HoNGRONG,
5 Rumaary & Co., (for 1905).

Representative of the Chamber in the
Legislative Counecil.

On Mr. RosERT SHEWAN'S resuming his seat as representative of
the Chamber in the Legislative Council after home leave on 12th July,
1904, the term of office of Mr. H. B. Porrocx, K.c., thereupon ceased.

The Committee greatly appreciated Mr. PoLLock’s services to the
Chamber, and passed a vote of thanks to him on hix retirement from

office.

b

39 1
The General Committee.

On My, R, Surwax’s return to the Colony in July last, Mr. H. BE.
PorLock’s term of service ax ex-officio member and vepresentative of
the Chamber in the Legislative Council expired. Mr. D. R, Law left
the Colony on home leave in December and Mr. R. (. WiLcox resigned
in January, 1905, on severing his connection with Hongkong, Messrs.
H. W. Roeerrsox and E. 8. WHEALLER were invited to join the
Committee, and they accepted the vacant seats.

New Offices.

The more frequent demands on the City Hall Committee for the
use of the Chamber Room, in the City Hall, during the last few vears
rendered it necessary to seek new offices for the Chamber. The rooms
were therefore obtained in St. George’s Buildings, Chater Road, on a
8 years lease, expiring 30th September, 1907, at a monthly rental of
=100.

Finances.

3 Hanacle Roele 1 A1 2wl mteresg 21018

The Pinmacle Rock Fund amounts with interest to §4,500.89, and
ix separately invested.  Noo demands have been made on the Fund
during the year for the discovery of rocks dangerous to navigation on
the China Coast, but the possible discovery of the * Workfield ™ rock

may eause a claim to be made in the near future.

T (s 1) & : 0 - 0 2 s Jr e L S -

The general Funds show a surplus of 81,868.17, against $694,27
for 1903, asx all sources of income showed inereases whilst the expen-
diture on the whole was stationary. The repayment of the debentures
of the Hongkong and Kowloon Wharf and Godown Coy., Ld., obliged
further investments in Hongkong Hotel and Hongkong Clul Debentures,
hoth yielding 6 per cent. interest per annum.  The Reserve Fund now
stands at $14,715.46. '
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and Expenditure Account for the year ended 31st December, 1904.

Z ‘

Add Excess of Tneome over Rxpel _Iture for vcat
ended  Bist D c-e.mheh 1904, per above

Statement, S e S SR RN

1471546

10 Hongkong Club 6 per cent.  Debenturcs
(R e UV

5,000.00
Hmwkm;; and *-sh-mg ai Ba

2%0 LN

accordance

| $
|
ToDftice Rent,. i svias «8 YT5.00 By Members' Subscriptions :—
1 Secretary’s Salary, .. 83.000.00
. Clerk's Salary, ... . . 1,120.00 | TS B eSS AGIERA e en e e e £5,900.60
» Servants’ Wagces, .. $22.50 3 Do. 4 year, 75.00
. Audit Fees,... 50,00 5 1 Do 2 months, .., o 8.33
5,567 50 28 Bingle Tndividuals &t $20. v i HEO00 |
.. Market Report, Cost of Publieation, ......... cccooer veoeenn . 654,00 — ey
, Beuter’s Telegram 0, L., Subscription e BO0DLGO ‘ |
. Printing and ()uculatm" TeleoPamE et coomne:  TE245 T L e P e L 788.33
» Liegal EXpE nses, Ilusecuhon foﬂlleg | supplying . Heuter's Political J‘le_gl al])h—-SI‘{h“'-G]I[)tlfl[l“ 8,384.50
uf fplesrama, e i i s T, 65,00 - . Burvey Fees collected, e AL el I et 2.077.00
—— 6.837 . Annual Report Book, 5 |1es. 400
. Fees to Surveyoers appointed by the Chamber. i 1L86T7.00
» Annual Reports, 1903, Cost over Estimate, ... 162.17 I o Interest :—
. Annual Report, 1904, Estimated Cost. ... .. ... ... 400,00 I Hongkong and Kowloon Whart and Godown
— 562.1 | Co: Lited, 00 DEBENtNTes; -<iv.c o o osarsmniuiay 412.50
. Books and Newspapers, s | | Hongkong Hotel Co. Ltd., Debentures 195.00
.. Printing, Stationery and Ju‘lvt_ztlsmg ; ! Hongkony Club Debentures, vovooveneneennnenn... .. 75.00
. Donation to Decimal Association, Parliamentar \f | Hongkong & Shanghai Bank (Fixed Deposit<) .. 187.99
Eund; e i 1:)5.84 Do. (turrent Aceount,) ... 24.89
Postages and Pettics. 261.97 | > 845.38
) | 1,256.12
. Balance—Excess of Income over BExpenditure, i |
—Transtferred to Reserve und. 1,868 17 |
$ ; 18,642.54 § | 18,642.54
BALANCE SHEET, 3ist December, 904,
LIABILITIES. $ ‘ ASSETS.
i Pryvacni Roek Fusp—
HENDRY AR BRI S b o i e e et i o T s 859,70 7 Hongkeng Hotel Co, LdJs 6 per eent. Deben-
‘ D R ) et e £3,500.00
FINNACLE Bock FOxD. at 3lst Dec, 1903, ... ........ 84025680 Hongkong & Shanghai Banking Corpo-
" ration Deposit at 41 per cent. pe1
Aded interest on 7 Hongkong Hotel 6 per | annum. . $756.84 ’
cent. Bebonturest b on Dh s oo R0L00) A Currsnt Acconnt at 2"} ............. 24405
Adid interest on Fixed Deposit of §756.81 ‘ 1.000.89 l
with Hongkong and Shanghai Bank . | 4,500,849
s S R e e 34,05 _ | ”
24405 ] GENERAL I'UNDS— A
£,500.80 [ 14 Hongkong Hotel Co., Ld.s 6 per eent, Deben-
Reserve PUND, s at 31st Dec., 1905, 2 320 fures (ab par), £7.000 00
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Cotton Cultivation in the New Territory.
‘ E ' : \ BoraNicar AND AFFORESTATION DEPARTMENT,
(IS || ‘ Hoxeroxa, March 25, 1904.

j ' Stk,—I am instructed to draw your attention to the subject of
Cotton (‘ultivation in the New Territory. I have therefore collected

the following short summary from all the information which I have
I! before me upon the agricultural aspect.

| ' . " The most iml;ortant question bearing upon the possibility of success-
' il ! ful cotton cultivation in Kwangtung is the question of climate. The
seasons of the district are so peculiar that it would not be safe to assume
that any plant would be successful until it has been tried.

The experiment in the case of cotton seems to be worth making,
. for in the cotton-growing districts both in Central China -and in
Northern India the conditions approach those of Kwangtung. One of
the best cotton-growing districts in the United Provinces (North-West

. | \ Provinces) of India has a climate very similar to that of Hongkong.

The cotton crop would only be in the ground from the first rains

in April and May until the autumn, and would therefore be independ-
ent of the North-East Monsoon. There is some doubt whether the dry

(§ winds of late autumn would check the ripening of the capsules, but it
|l 1s probable that the more rapid growth of the crop during our hot sum-

, : mer would ensure their perfection in time. Bven if this were found
[ LIl _ not to be the case, irrigation might be economieal if the crop proved a
. | ! 3

' ' e : valuable one.

The land now under cultivation in the New Territory is probably
. about ten thousand acres, and a large proportion of this would be suita-
‘ ble for cotton cultivation. There is also u vast area in other parts of
| | Kwangtung equally suitable.
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If the crop is found to succeed, the small farmers would probably
take it up. They have already seen and made use of the advantage of
growm some produets of foreign origin for which a market exists in
Hongkong, and they might take especially quickly to this industry,
because it is widely spread in other parts of China and has therefore
been moulded upon lines suitable to the conditions of small tenements.—

T have, ete.,

3. T DUNN,
Superintendent, Botanical and Afforestation Depurtment.

The Becretary, CHAMBER OF ('OMMERCE, Hongkong.

HoxskoNe GENERAL (‘HAMBER oF COMMERCE,

Hoxexrone, 21st April, 1904,
Sig,—I am directed to inform you that the (‘ommittee of this
Chamber have read vour letter of the 23th ultimo on the subject of

Clotton Cultivation in the New Territory with much interest.

Hongkong having enteved into the manufacture of Cotton Yarn

the availability of a good supply of the raw material grown within the
- g H " e i -

limits of the Colony is of great importance, and the Committee are

anxious that all reasonable means should be taken to further the project.

Tt has therefore been suggested to the Government that cotton
seed or plants should be distributed amongst the farmers in the New
Territory and prizes offered for successful ecultivation to stimulate
interest in the experiment. In this way it would be possible to prove
at @ small expense whether the theories advanced by you are likely to
have a practical side. . .

Indian raw cotton now costs locally 28 to 324 dollars and Chinese
and Japanese 31} to 32} dollars per picul.  An inferior cotton to that
grown in Shanghai district could be readily sold locally and the pos-
sibility of a large production at a reagonable cost in the New Territory
and Kwangtung Province would undoubtedly lead to the greater
prosperity of the local industry and a desirable extension of cotton

manufacture in this Colony.

In conclusion T am to state that any efforts you may make with
the above object in view will always have the warm support of my -
Committee, and they will be pleased to be kept informed of the experi-

mental steps which doubtless will e taken to prove your contention.—
I have, &e..

Al LOW"E, Secretary.

N.T. Dusx, Esq., Superintendent. Botanieal and Afforestation Depart-
ment, Hongkong,

HoxcroNs GENERAL CHAMBER OF COMMERCE,

Hoxeroxg, 21st April, 1904,

Sir,— 1 am direeted to enclose, for the information of His Excellency
the Officer Administering the Government, copy of letter on the subject
of cotton growing in the New Territory from Mr. S. T. Duxx, the
Superintendent of the Botanical and Afforestation Department, and my
reply thereto, )

It appears to my Committee that no reasonable means should be
left undone to prove whether the growing of raw cotton within the
bounds of the Colony is practicable or not, as, in'the event of successful
production, the possibilities of extending the cotton manufacturing
industry of this Colony will be very great, and thus materially add to
the wealth of the community, while a ready sale elsewhere conld he
found for any surplus,

Hix Excellency ix doul;tlew aware of the attempt by the Lancashire
m(mufa(-iurera to further the cultivation of raw cotton on British soil
in Bast Africa. This experiment will undoubtedly incroase the value
of the East African Clolony, and, by proi*iding a British competitor,
check the violent fluctuations in the cost of the raw material now caused

by the bulk of the world’s crop being in American hands.

If the proposed cultivation can be guecessfully prosceuted within
the Colony’s territory the local attempt will not only emulate what ix
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now being done at home, but mills in Hongkong would have the addi-

tional advantage of finding the raw material practically at their own

doors.

My Committee heg to suggest for His Excell-f‘n'cy’s consideration
that a small vote should be provided in the next Budget to meet the
expense of distributing cotton sced, or plants, to suitable farmers, and
prizes for the three hest results obtained. The proving of the experi-
ment would thus cost little money, and if successful results are obtained
other farmers will readily realise the advantage to be gained by turning

their attention to the production of cotton.—I have, &e..

A. R. LOWE, Secretary.

Hon. A. M. Tmomsox, Acting Colonial Seeretary.

Customs Regulations at the Port of Kongmoon.

The following rules, issued by the L. M. Customs on 23rd Mareh last,
were kindly furnished the Chamber by the Hon. Colonial Secretary.

Customs Legulations jor the Port of Kongmaoon, 1904.

1. All vessels trading at Kongmoon are subject to, and will be
the West River Regulations 1904, and

treated in accordance with,
(fustoms regulations and exist-

where these do not apply with ordinary
ing Treaties. Inland Water steamers will comply with the Inland

Water Steam Navigation Regulations.

2. For shipment and discharge of cargo, vessels, including inland
must take up the berths in the harbour assigned by the

water steamers,
om without his permission.

Harbour Master, and may not move therefr
The harbour limits of the port are S.-W. of Kongmoon town:

Within a line drawn East and West through the Wen Wau
Temple. -

"y

In the West River, East of the Kongmoon Creek :
Within a line drawn N.-E. through Li Yu Hill.
In the West River, West of the Kongmoon Creek :
Within a line drawn S.-W, through Chih Shan Village jetty.

Steamer Anchorage: In West River opposite I. M. Customs

adjoining the mouth of the Kongmoon Creek.

e T el e : L5 :
Cargo-boats, sampans, &e., are forbidden to approach incoming

vessels hefore they are properly moored.

3. Cargo-boats must be registered at the Custom House and their

numbers conspicuously painted on them in Chinese and English.

4. The landing shi  carg:
he landing and shipment of cargo and hallast, and passengers
and their luggage, may only take place between 6 a.m. and 8 p.m., and
cannot go on either at night or on Sundays and holidays without special
. |-.. B I, ; . - “-
permission.  (argo landed, shipped, or transhipped without a permit is
liable to confiscation. '

i ; .

5. The manifest must contain an account of the marks, numbers,
and contents of every package on board. For exhibiting a false man-
ifest the Master is liable to fine. (ioods found on board not specified

on the manifest are lable to confiscation.

6. On entry and on receipt of Conzular Report or River Pass
together with the manifest of the import cargo accompanied by tonnage
dues and, if from a treaty port, cargo certificate: and on consignees
applying specifying on their application in Chinese and English the
nature of the goods, the marks and numbers, weight, value, &c.r5 permits
will be issued authorising the discharge of consignments («) into regis-
tered cargo-hoats which must repair direct to the Custom House for
examinationl, after which duty memos. will be issued and, on payment of
duty, the goods will be released ; or (/) under approved guarantee into
godowns or hulks approved of by the Customs, where they will be
examined after which duty memos. will be issued, and on p;Lyment of
duty the goods will be released. .
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7. Goods for export must be sent to the Customs jetty for examina-
tion accompanied by the shipper’s application, giving the required
particulars as to the nature of the goods, the marks and numbers, weight
and value, &c., for a shipping permit. After examination duty memos.
will be issued and on payment of duty, shipment permits will be issued.

8. The landing and shipment of cargo having been completed and
all dues and duties having been paid, the Customs clearance will be
issued and the vessel will be entitled to the return of her papers, and
may then proceed. The Customs will be at liberty to seal the hatches
and place a Customs Officer on board to accompany vessels up and
down the River.

9. (fargo for which shipment permit has been issued hut which
3 2 i - ¢
cannot be received on board must be reported and await ( ‘ustoms

examination before being reloaded.

10. Munitions of war may not be landed until a Munitions Special
Permit from the (‘ustoms has been obtained. Vessels arriving at this
port and having on board as cargo any explosive or the specially prre—
pared constituent of such, shall anchor East of Li Yu Hill, in the West
River outside the Harbour limits, shall fly a Red Flag and shall abide
by ‘the instructions received from the Clustoms concerning the discharge

of the same.

11. Tn the case of foreign goods from abroad to pay duty the
importer may produce his bona jide inveice: it the invoice does not
include freight and insurance, 10 per cent. will be added to the invoice

] 3 1 2 i1 B <
value in the case of goods paying ad wvalorem duty, but the Customs

reserve the right not to accept invoice as a statement.

12. Chartered junks are only available for carrying foreign owned
cargo from treaty port to treaty port, and must take out special papers

at the Customs in exchange for properly executed and approved bonds.

13. Masters of vessels shall not pérmit ballast or ashes to be thrown

overboard in the harbour.

U RACER

14. No buoy may be laid down without the sanction of the Harbour
Master and his approval of the mooring by which it is to be held in
position. The Harbour Master will be at liberty to moor such vessels at
unoccupied buoys as he may see fit.

15. Steamers on entering the harbour must go slow.

16. The blowing of steam whistles or syrens except for the purpose
of signalling in accordance with the regulations for preventing collisions

at sea or for the purpose of warning vessels of danger, is forbidden.

17. Masters of vessels are requested to furnizh the Harbour Master’s
office with any information they may possess relative to any new danger
such as rocks, shoals, &e., or any changes in the channel of the River
that they may have dizcovered.

18. The Custom Houge will be open for the transaction of general
business from 10 a.m. to 4 p.m., Sundays and holidays excepted. All
export manifests and applications for eargo to be shipped the same day
should be in the office not later than 3 p.m. All communications
regarding Customs husiness should be addressed to the (ommissioner of
Customs.

The above Regulations are open to revision when and if necessary.

F. W. Mazg,
Aeting Commissioner.
Custom House, Kongmoon, March 23rd, 1904.
True Copy.
B. H. Fox.

C

Philadelphia Commercial Museum and St. Louis Exposition.

Tur PriLapELPHIA CoMMERCIAL MusmUM,
PuiLaprLpaIs, Pa., U. 8. A.,
March 22nd, 1904,
S1r,—As the result of the honor conferred upon me in electing me
an honorary member of your esteemed association, I have naturally had
more than ordinary interest in the commerce of yvour Island,
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The Museum of which I am Director, has, through its Bureaun of
Tnformation, frequently called the attention of merchants, importers and
manufactarers in the United States, to the commercial opportunities of

Hongkong.

T am anxious to do what T can to bring about still closer and more
cordial relations between the business men of your country and my own.
In furtherance of this aim the Commercial Museum will maintain a
special branch office in the Manufacturers Building at the St. Louis
World’s Fair, for the convenience of visiting merchants and manufac-

turers from abroad.

T wish to extend a cordial, personal invitation to all members and
friends of the Hongkong Chamber of C‘ommerce to avail themselves
freely of this branch and of the services of the Commercial Mugeum in
Philadelphia as well. You will place me under still greater obligations
to you if you will take means of making thix known as widely as pos-

sible in commercial circles generally in Hongkong.—T am, &e.,
W. P. WILSON, Director.

The Secretary, CHAMBER 0F ComMERCE, Hongkong, China.

Executive Offices,
Philadelphia Commercial Museum,

Philadelphia, Penna., U. 8. A.

Believing that it may be your intention to visit the Exposition to
be held at St. Louis, Missoury, U. 8. A., from April to December of
this year. and that while in this country you'may wish to extend your
business relations with American firms, we beg to inform you that we
propose to maintain a branch office in the Manufacturers Building dur-
ing the continuance of the Exposition, and to conduet a Bureau of In-

formation for the convenience of visiting merchants.

At this office we shall keep u classified list of American manufac-
turers, catalogues, trade journals, trade directories and other publications

likely to he of use to visitors.

N T
C

In bringing this matter to vour attention we wish to cordially
invite you to visit the Commercial Museam in Philadelphia and the
branch office at St. Louis.

If you have not already done so it may be to your advantage to
file with us a statement giving your line of business and references so
that you may refer to this Institution when communicating with or
visiting firms in this country. Owing to our wide acquaintance and
familiavity with the manufacturing interests of this country vou may
be able to make use of our services, which we take pleasure in placing
at your disposal.

The Philadelphia Commerical Museum.

Lewis and Clark Centennial Exposition at Portland,
(Oregon).

CoLoNIAL SECRETARY'S OFFICE,
Hoxugoxa, 29th March, 1904,
Sir,—T am directed to transmit for your information the enclosed
copy of a Circular Dezpatch from the Secretary of State for the ('olonies
regarding the proposed Lewis and Clark Centennial Exposition and to
request you to be good enough to inform me whether in the opinion of
the Chamber any steps should be taken by the Government with a view

to a representation of this Colony at that Exposition.—I have, etc.,
A. M. THOMSON, Acting (‘olonial Secretary.

The Secretary, CHAMBER OF ('OMMERCE.

Downing Street,
ith February, 1904.
Sir,—I have the honour to transmit to you a copy of a letter which
the American Ambassador has addreszed to the Marquess of Lansdowne
covering an invitation from the management of Lewis and Clark (fen-
tennial Exposition (which is to be held at Portland, Oregon, United
States of America, from May 1st to November 1st, 1905,) to your Gov-

ernment to take part in the Exhibition. Tt will be seen that, while the
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Exposition is not under the auspices or patronage of the Government of
the United States of America, this invitation hax been delivered on its
behalf by the American Ambassador in this country.—I have, ete.,

ALFRED LyYrrELTON.

The Officer Administering the Government of Hongkong.

Fnelosure in Civenlar dated §th February, 1904,

American Embassv, London,
January 22nd, 1904,

My Lord,—T have the honour to enclose herewith a commaunica-
tion addressed by the Management of the Lewis and (‘lark Centennial
Exposition which is to be held at Portland, Oregon, from May 1st to
November 1st, 1903, to Your Lordship as His Majesty's Secretary of
State for Foreign Affairs inviting the participation of His Majesty’s
Government in the Exposition in question.

I am instructed by my Government to deliver this invitation to
Your Lordship unofficially, on behalf of the Exposition, and at the same
time to state that while the Exposition ix not under the auspices or pa-
tronage of my Government, at the same time the latter would be gratifi-
ed if Hisx Majesty’s Government could find it of advantage to participate
therein.

I venture also to enclose herewith similar invitations addressed to
the Governor of Cape Colony, the Viceroy of India, the Governor of
Hongkong, the Governor of Ceylon, the Governor of New Zealand, the
Governor of West Australia, the Governor of “Auxtralia, the (Governor
of South Australia,.the Governor of Queensland, the Governor of New
South Wales, the Governor General of Canada, and the tovernor of the
Transvaal, with the request that they may be communicated to the
British Possessions named through the Colonial Office. 4

Full information regarding the Exposition and its objects is in-
cluded in the printed matter accompanying the invitation,—{ have, ete.,

Joseen H. (‘HOATE.

The Marquess of Lansdowne, K.G., ete., ete., ete.
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HoxeronGg GeENERAL CHAMBER 0F COMMERCE,
Hoxeroxa, 21st April, 1904,

Sir,—T am instructed to acknowledge the receipt of vour letter of
90 . ) : o Y
ﬂ,m ZJth- ultimo, d-]].il enclosures regarding the proposed Lewis and (lark
Centennial Exposition at Portland (Oregon) in 1905.

‘ The question whether the Government should tuke any steps with

i]t view to this Colony being officially represented at the Exhibition has

v P - - 1 1 H int .
heen (}m :.1T.se:ad b:‘, my Committee and they desive me to inform vou thut
in their epinion it is not necessary for the Government to go to any ex-
wens . . o Pens whie a1 1 1
1}( .nw] in ’r'he nmtttlu. The reasons which have guided the Committee to

his decision are the » manufacturers < = 4 i
il it the lllgl]llltd(:.tll.l.{fl.-,- of E'{ong]\ong are inconsider-
able and its natural products so limited that it would be diffieult to form
a separate court to adequately represent the trade of the Colony.

T am to suggest that it would be sufficient if the Registrar General
represent to the Chinese manufacturers of silver ware. ivory ornaments,
carved blackwood, ete., the advantage likely to be gained by sending
e . - . - . - b = - . 3 V y ) 2
exhibits. This. T believe, was the practice followed when the St. Louis
BExhibition Authorities approached the Government two vears ago.—I
have, ete.. : 4

' A. R. LOWE, Secretary.
A ¥ U b iy e . . C
Hon. A. M. Tuoasos, Acting Colonial Seeretary.

Proposed Colonial and Indian Exhibition.
COLONIAL  SECRETARY's  OFFICE,
Hoxaroxg, 20th June, 1904,

S, —TI am directed to forward for the information of your (ham-
h:er 1']1'0 enclosed copy of a letter from the Commissioner of the proposed
f.plomul and Indian Exhibition together with a syllabus broadly sketch-
ing the objects for which it ix proposed to hold the Exhibition.

I shall be glad to he favoured with any remarks which your Cham-
her may be good enough to make with vegard to the scheme.—T have
&e.. :

A. M. THOMSON, Colonial Sceretary.
The Secretary, Cnamser or Commercr. Hongkong.



(Copy.) Crystal Palace Company,
14, Vietoria Street, Westminster,
23rd April, 1904.

Sir,—1I am desived by the Directors of the Crystal Palace to for-
ward you two copies of a Scheme for a Colonial and Indian Exhibition,
swhich will be held at the Crystal Palace during the Summer of 1903,
and to ask that you will he good enough to bring it before your Gov-
ernment with a view to their taking part in the Exhibition.

The objects of the proposed Bxhibition are fully detailed in the

enclosed prospectus, and T am to ask you to impress upon your Govern- |

ment the many advantages direct and indirect likely to result from
their sending to the Crystal Palace a representative collection of such

of the products and manufactures of your Colony which will bring

hefore the people of the United Kingdom the resources and capabilities
of yvour Colony, and are at the same time likely to obtain a remuner-
ative market in this Country.

Tn the event of your Government accepting in principle the policy
of being represented at this Pan-Britannic Bxhibition, the question of
expenditure would next have to be considered, and T am glad to be able
to point out that the architectural <urroundings of the Crystal Palace
render it unnccessary to make any considerable disbursements in the
way of decoration, and that little forther expense is necessary beyond
payment for the space, the freight and insurance of the exhibits, their
installation. and a moderate sum for keeping them clean. The heavy
outlay made at Paris, (‘hicago, and St. Louis, as well as the Colonial
and Tndian Bxhibition of 1886 is quite unnecessary.

Tt is proposed to appoint juries which will submit the various
objects exhibited to an exhaustive examination, and will award to them
diplomas commensurate with their merit.

As the Exhibition will open in little more than twelve months from
the present date, my Directors are desirous of obtaining the decision of
your Government as speedily as possible.—Yours, &e.,

Groree CorLINs LEVEY.

The Officer Administering the Government of Honglkong.

Proprosed SCHEME For A (COLONIAL AND INDIAN ExHisiTion, 1905.

Honorary Committee of Adwvice :

The Most Noble the Duke of Argyll, K. T. (Late Governor Gene-
ral of Clanada).

The Most Noble the Duke of Westminster.

His Highness Sir Agar Sultan Muhammad Agar Khan, G. C. I. E.
(Member of the Governor General’s Council).

The Most Honourable the Marquis of Salisbury.

The Most Honourable the Marquis of Linlithgow, G. C. M. G.
(Late Governor General of Australia).

The Right Honourable the Barl Grey (Administrator of the Char-
tered Company of South Afriea).

The Right Honourable the Earl of Jersey, . C. B., G. C. M. G.
(Late Governor of New South Walex).

The Right Honourable Lord Alverstone, Gt. (!, M. G, (Lord Chief
Justice).

The Right Honourable the Earl of Kintore, G. €, M. G. (Late
Governor of South Australia).

The Right Honourable the Earl Donraven, K. P. (Late Under
Secretary for the Colonies). :

The Right Honourable Lord Brassey, K. (. B. (Late Governor of
Vietoria ).

The Right Honourable Lord Strathcona and Mount Royal,
G. C. M. G.

Field Marshal Sir Henry Norman, G. (! B,, G. (. M. G., C. L. E.
(Late Member of Council for the Secretary of State for
India and Governor of Queensland).

Sir Charles Tupper, Bart.,, G. C. M. G. (Late High Commissioner
for Canada).
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Sir (. W. Cayzer, M. P.

Sir Thomas Sutherland, G. C. M. G.

Sir William Abney. K. C. B., D. C. L. D. Se., F. R. S.

Sir R. D. Moor, K. C. M. G.

Lieut.-General Sir Bevan Edwards, K. ¢. M. G, (! B, M. P.

Rt. Hon. Sir Herbert Eustace Maxwell, M. P., F. R. 8.

Rt. Hon. Sir & D. Taubman-Goldie, K. €. M. G.

Colonel Sir George Sydenham (larke, K. . M. G. (Late Govern-
or of Victoria).

(‘olonel Sir T. Hungerford Holdich, K. C. M. G R (R GO B

Sir H. . H. Jerningham, K. ('. M. G. (Late Governor of Mauri-
tius and Trinidad).

Siv Nevile Lubbock, K. (. M. G. (Chairman of the West India
Committee).

Sir Charles H. Metealfe (Chartered Company of South Afriea).

Sir Westhy Brook Perceval, K. (. M. G.

Sir Gilbert Parker, M. P.

Sir Mancherjerwanjee Bhownaggree, I, (. 1. B, M. .

Qir Horace Tozer, K. C. M. G. (Agent General for Queensland).

Sir William Lee-Warner, K. (U8, L

Sir T. Wrightson, M. P.

siv H. T. Wood.

Sir Henry K. Davson (Deputy Chairman of the West India Com-
mittee). .

Clolonel Frank Rhodes, (. B., D. 8. O.

The Hon. H. Lefroy, (. M. G. (Agent General for Western
Australia). :

The Hon. Alfred Dobson (Agent General for Tasmania, and Acting
Agent General for Victoria). :

A. 8. T. Griffith Boscawen, Esq., M. P.

Dr. Rutherfoord Harris, M. P.

T. .J. Bennett, Exq., (. . E.

J. G. Colmer, Esq., C. M. (. (Late Secretary High Commissioner
for Canada).

Algernon E, Aspinall, Esq., (Secretary of the West India Com-
mittee).

R. Bendwell Carter, Bsq., F. R. (. 8.

Dr. Wrancix Elgar, L. L. D., F. R. 8.

A. B. Loftus, Exq.

F. G. Medhurst, Exq.

G. Neville Peel, Esq.

(‘armichael Thomas, Esq.

Dr. Alfred Hillier,
Directors of the Crystal Palace Company :

Ernest Schenk, Esq. (Chairman); Capt. Hon. Arthur (. E.
Somerset ; W. B. Keen, Esq.: Charles Howard Tripp, Bsq.

Secvetary and Acting Manager :
J. H. Cozens, BExq.

Commissioner :
Greorge Collins Levey, (. M. G.

Offices :
14, Victoria Street, London, S. W.

-The Directors of the Crystal Palace propose to hold during the
Summer of 1905 an Exhibition at which all the Dominions, Common-
wealths, States, Colonies, and Chartered Companies of the British Em-
pire will be invited to take part, with the view of offering to the people
of the United Kingdom an object lesson which would demonstrate that
the British Empire produces all the necessaries and luxuries of life in
quantities large enough to supply the wants of all its inhabitants, while
their quality is at least equal to those produced in any other portion of
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the globe. The proposed Exhibition would show that this Nation can
be entirely self-sustained, and that in this respeet it differs from any
other, however lurge may be its avea and varied its resources.  Such an
Exhibition should certainly obtain the countenance and support of the
Governments of the constitutional Colonies, all of which are desirous of
encouraging commercial interconrse hetween the various sections of the
BEmpire, and some of which are prepared to make consziderable sacrifices
in order to obtain that object. It is hoped that the Empire of India and
the various Crown Coldnies will adopt a similar policy, -.md show an

equal desire to be present on such an occasion.

It is now eighteen years since an Imperial Exhibition of the magni-
tude of that proposed by the Crystal Palace Company was held in any
portion of the United Kingdom. The Colonial and Indian Exhibition
of 1886 was visited by 5,550,745 persons, although at that date the
advantages, political, commereial and social, to the Mother Country, of
the outlying parts of the Empire, and their vast importance to its power
and prestige were only partially understood. Since 1886 the population
of the Colonies and their trade with the United Kingdom, haye largely
increased, the Commercial Treaties between the United Kingdom, Bel-
gium and Germany (which prevented preferential trading) have been
denounced ; favourable tariffs have in some instances been adopted :
and the armed forces of the various Colonies and Dependencies have
fought side by side with those of the United Kingdom in South Africa
and China. At the present moment the food of this Country ix largely
obtained from the Colonies, although in 1886 such imports were almost
unknown. It is only necessary to allude to the large increase since 1886
in the shipments from Canada. Australia, and India, of wheat, meat,
butter, cheese, game, and poultry; to the movement now on foot for
obtaining cotton from British sources, and to the inercased trade between

the West Indies and the Mother Country.

Abont the commercial advantages of the proposed Exhibition there
is no room for difference of opinion since it will show the Merchants
and Manufacturers of this country that although in the past it has been

o
Cc

the practice to rely for supplies upon foreign countries, there is no
necessity to continue this policy for the future,

The Directors of the Crystal Palace Company will, in the first
instance, appeal to the Governments of the various British Colonies,
because at all Exhibitions previously held in Europe and the United
States the arrangements for the representation of the various Colonial
products and manufactures have been made by the Local Governments,

and not by private firms or individuals,

The Divectors of the (‘rystal Palace Company are in a pozition to
offer to the Colonial Governments, in the magnificent huilding which has
a world-wide fume, a space quite as large as was occupied by them at
South Kensington in 1886. An inclusive charge will be made of 2/- per
square foot for large spaces (5,000 square feet or over) taken en bloc by
the Government of any British Colony, or 4 - per square foot for the
space actually occupied whatever may he the avea taken, Twenty-five
per cent. of the space money must be paid at the time of making the
application, and the balance prior to the opening of the Exhibition in
May, 1905. Any available space not applied for by the Colonial Gov-
ernments by February Ist, 1905, may be taken by British Exhibitors
of Colonial Produce and Manufactures,

Terms may be made with the Refreshment Contractors to the
Crystal Palace for the sale of Colonial Wines, Ales, Liqueurs, Cigars,
and for the establishment of Colonial Restaurants under regulations to
be subsequently issued.

The situation of the (rystal Palace is specially convenient of access
for Exhibitors, as by means of two lines of railway heavy goods can be
delivered at a minimum cost, and with the least possible risk. Com-
munication is established with all parts of the Metropolis and with the
rest of the United Kingdom by these two lines of railway, and by the
tram lines to London and Croydon which are expected to he completed
prior to the opening of the C'olonial and Indian Exhibition, and will no
doubt largely increase the number of visitors to the Crystal Palace,
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Hoxcekoxe GENERAL (HAMBER OF COMMERCE.
Hoxeroxa, 23rd July, 1904,

Str,—I am instructed to acknowledge the receipt of your letter of
the 20th ultimo, and enclosures, regarding the proposed Coloniul and
Indian Exhibition to be held at Crystal Palace next year under the

auspices of the Crystal Palace Company.

The question whether the Government should take any steps with a
view to the Colony being officially represented at the Exhibition has
been discussed by my Committee and they desire me to inform you that
in their opinion, it is not necessary for the Government to go to any ex-
pense in the matter. The reasons which have guided my Committee to
this decision are that the manufactures of Hongkong are so limited that
it would be difficult to form a separate court to adequately represent the
trade of the Colony.

T am to suggest that it would be sufficient if the Registrar General
represents to the Chinese manufacturers of silver ware, ivory ornaments,
carved blackwood, ete., the advantages likely to be gained by sending
exhibits.

This T believe was the practice followed when the St. Louix Exhi-
bition Authorities approuched the Government two years ago.——I have,
ete.,

i A. R. LOWE, Secretary.

The Hon. CoLoNIAL SECRETARY, Hongkong.

D

Currency Question.

HoxagoNG GENERAL CHAMBER OF COMMERCE,

_ Hoxeroxag, 28th May, 1904,
Sir,—I have the honour to refer you to the correspondence which
pasgsed last year between your (‘hamber and the Hongkong Chamber in

Jorps at

relation to the presentation of a petition to the Diplomatic C
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Peking requesting that Body to urge on the Chinese Governme

- ) g nese¢ (rovernment the
mmperative necessity of taking steps to establish a uniform National
[ g . .
Comage throughout China as a first step towards the institution of
cwrrency arrangements of a less fluctuating character than those at
present in use,

S

The importance of not allowing this matter to pass into oblivion was
referred to by the Members of this Chamber at their recent Annual
Meeting and my Committee are anxious to know whether your Chamber
is willing to make further joint representations to the Dil;llomatic Body
at Peking with the object of urging it to a course of action of a more
determined nature than a mere expression of sympathy as was the case

last year.

Awaiting the favour of an carly reply.—T have, &e.,

Ao R LOWE, Secretary.

. e parepoe : x 5
LESLI}: J. Cuowrer, Bsq., Secretary, GENERAL CHAMBER 0F ('OMMERCE,
Shanghai.

No. 1298,
o o 3 - 1
SHANGHAT GENERAL (HAMBER oF ('OMMERCE,
SHANGHAL 23rd June, 1904.

Dran Sin,—T regret, th i :
i »— I regret, that owing to my absence from Shanghui,
your letter of 28th May has remained so long unanswered,

My Committee are fully in accord with vours in thinking that it is
d-e-,-sirab]c to keep the question of currency reform constantly before the
Diplomatic Body at Peking, and I am to say that in the cm“n'se of a few
days they hope to send, for your consideration, a draft of letter, having
for its object the awakening of the Diplomatic Body to the necessity fo:j
definite action.—1I have, &e., ~ &

LESLIE J. CUBITT, Sceretary.

r .
The Secretary, HoNGKoxG GENERAL (HAMBER OF Comyeren, Hono-
kong. i



il ientsin Chamber for their consideration.—I . e ] i
L am sending to the Tie In the Memorial setting forth our views, we ventured to emphasize

H am, &e., : the importance of the Diplomatic Corps urging upon the Chinese Gov-
‘l
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I | : Frnelosure.
i H ’ No. 1310. _ (Bgeionne.) |
.j I SHANGHAT GENERAL (HAMBER OF COMMERCE, (Also sent to all Members of Diplomatic Body at Peking.) f
‘:I . |‘ SmaNGHAT, 5th July, 1904, . Sir,—In September of last year, we, the undersigned Chambers of
j i ) | (ommerce, had the honour to address Your Ixcellency on the subject
| Dpar Sir, - In continuation of my letter of 23rd ultimo, I now | 5 of the instability of Exchange and the pressing need for the prompt in-
1 i ‘ heg to hand your draft of letter rveferred to therein, a copy of which troduction into China of remedial measures.
|

ernment the imperative necessity of their taking in hand without delay
the establishment of a uniform thwndl (m)umge as provided for by !
Treaty. »

LESLIE J. CUBITT, Secretary.

The Secretary, HoNGKONG GENERAL (HAMBER OF COMMERCE, Hong- ,
| kong. ' The acknowledgment of the receipt of the Memorial which we had
I the honour to receive from Your Excellency in the following October
il was all that could be desired as an expression of appreciation of, and
jf ‘ svmpathy with, the object we had in view, hut nearly a vear having
F | elapsed without it being apparent that any material result may be look-
l

t

( ; ed for, we are constrained again to broach the subject with the object
Hoxeroxe Grxpral (HAMBER or (COMMERCE, e g i j

| . ' of finding out whether further representations on the strength of this
) - ponl o i ( - ) £ : s y
| | ' Hoxgroxe, 12th August, 1904 , letter from the Foreign Commercial Bodies in China, made through

Your Excellency to the Chinese Government, will enable some assurance
_ { e . of a more tangible nature than that at present received being readily
| ) i - A Rl & § e 3 < nﬂ'— 3 2 ! )
‘ all letter from the Chambers of Commerce of Shanghai, Tientsin and Ho ‘ available in reply.

| kong to the Doyen of the Diplomatic Corps at Peking rvegarding the
. S (o i A o
!\ Currency Question in China, I have now the pleasure of returning to
|
|

I | ” Sir,—In reply to vour lotter of the Hth ultimo enclosing draft

; It would appear to us that the Chinese Government are not tully
alive to the necessity of carrving out their Tl(flts obligations in this
matter, and that the Tr eaty Powers are justified in bringing some press-
ure to bear in order to ensure the due observance of the same.— We
have, ete.,

" you the signed letter <lightly amended to meet their views.

I am to suggest that a copy of the above mentioned letter should
be forwarded to cach Member of the Diplomatic Body for similar *
reasons to those stated in the last paragraph of my letter of 15th August,
J 1903, and for this purpose I am sending you, under separate cover, 19. A
J copies which merely require the signatories’ names and the date printed ' Epserr A. Hewerr, Chairman,
]
|
|

W. D. Lrrree, Chairman,
Shanghai General Chamber of Commerce,

I 2 J \

| in. Doubtless the Tientsin Chamber will kindly attend to this.—T Hongkong General Chamber of Commerce. .

| e, & J. M. Dickivsos. Chairman, ;‘
Ay by Cubey

. LOWE, Secretary. : S .
A, Tt LOW KRR To His Excellency Baron Czikann, Minister for Austria-Hungary and

Doyen of the Diplomatic Corps, Peking.

The Secretary, GENERAL CHAMBER OF ComMeror, Shanghai.

I
|
il - - - :
il ! Tientsin General Chamber of Commerce.
| l
|
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SuANGHAT GENERAL CHaMBER OF (COMMERCE,
SuaxaHAL 27th August, 1904
Currency Ieform.

Sir,—1I beg to acknowledge receipt of your letter of 12th instant,
handing twa signed and twelve unsigned printed copies of letter address-
ed to the Doyen of the Diplomatic Body at Peking by the (hambers of
Shanghai, ,Hontrkoug and Tientsin.

My Committee acquiesces in the slight amendments made by your

(hamber, and the letter having been signed here is being forwarded,

v > E nr
with the additional copies, to Tientsin with a request to carry out yo

Chamber’s suggestions relating thereto.—I1 am, ete.,
LESLLE J. CUBITT, Secretary.

The Scerctary, GENERAT, CHAMBER 0F COMMERCE, Hongkong.

Tiexrsix GeNEral CHAMBER 0F COMMERCE,
TiextsiN, 19th September, 1904,

Diar Sin,—I send you herein copies of letters received from

: i Ly . . o - o . -

Peking on the subject of a uniform National (‘oinage for China to

3 3 i Atel - .

gether with copies of my reply to His Excellency Sir ErRNgsT SaTOW,
and His Excellency Monsieur pr CARCER.

This Chamber is prepared at all times to co-operate with yours in
«uch matters and T can only express the hope that some practical
remedy will, in the near future, be found to ameliorate the grievance.—
I am, etec.,

J. M. DICKINSON, Chairman.

The Chairman, CHAMBER 0F COMMERCE, Hongkong.

Peking, September 15th, 1904.

Sir,—I have received your communication of the 12th instant,
enclosing copy of a Memorial from the (hambers of Commerce of

ol g )
D

Shanghai, Hongkong and Tientsin to the Doyen of the Diplomatic Body
on the subject of the pressing need for the establishment of a uniform
National Coinage in China.

In rveply I beg to inform you that correspondence has already
passed between the Hongkong Chamber of Commerce and myself on
this subject.

In view of the scheme for the adoption of the gold standard laid
before the Chinese Government by Professor J. W. Jrxks of the United
States’ Commisszion on International Exchange. which iz now under the
consideration of the Chinese Government, I do not see my way at
present to do more than give it my general support by taking such

opportunities ax may present themselves of urging its adoption.

I'would, however, take the liberty of pointing out to the Chairman
of the respective Chambers that the reference in paragraph 2 of the
Memorial to *the establishment of a uniform national coinage as provi-
ded by Treaty™ is not likely to have the same weight with all the
members of the Diplomatic Body, sinee the majority of the Government
represented at Peking have not thought it necessary to enter into treaty

stipulations with China in regard to this question,-—1 am, &e.,

ErNEsT SaTOw.

J. M. Dickinson, Esq., Chairman of the Tientsin General C(hamber
of Commerce.

Legation of the United States of Ameriea,
Peking, China, September 14th, 1904,
Sir,—I have the honour to acknowledge the receipt of your
communication of September 12th enclosing a copy of a memorial to
the Doyen of the Diplomatic Corps at Peking, from the Chambers of
Commerce of Shanghai, Hongkong and Tient«in, on the subject of the
instability of Exchange.—I have, &c.,

A
E. H. Coxggr,
J. M. Dickinson, Esq., Chairman, Tientsin  General Chamber of
Commerce, Tientsin.



Tientsin General Chamber of Commerce,

Tientsin, 19th September, 1904.

Your Excellency,—I beg leave to acknowledge receipt of your
communication of the 15th instant having reference to a Memorial sub-
mitted to the Doyen of the Diplomatic Body at Peking by the ('-I.laml)ers
of Commerce of Shanghai, Hongkong and Tientsin on the subject of a
uniform National Coinage in China.

A copy of your letter has, to-day, been forwarded to Hongkmjg
and Shanghai where 1 am confident the Chambers of Commerce \\'1-”
view with much gratification the assurance that Your Excellency will

! 1 FE O — o efe.
give general support to turthering the end we gerve.—1 have ete.,
J. M. Drckixsoy, Chairman.

His Excellency

Sir Ernest Satow, ¢.c.m.6., H. B. M.'s Minister, Peking.

Tientsin General Chamber of Commerce,

Tientsin, 19th September, 1904,

Your Excellency,—1 have the honour to acknowledge receipt of
your letter under date of the 15th instant having reference to a Memoriull
<ubmitted to the Doyen of the Diplomatic Corps by the Chambers ‘ot
(‘ommerce of Mongkong, Shanghai and Tientsin on the subject of a

; Figs S
uniform National Coinage for China.

On hehalf of the Mercantile Bodies concerned [ express to Your
xeellency the satisfaction with which we learn that your support will
: y 1 ] ar \r
be accorded when the subject comes up for dizcussion.—1I have, &e..

4 J. M. Diekixsow, Chairman.

1 B SOV e el Tn ¢ A 3 -‘<t()11
H. B. Monsienr de Carcer, Envoy Extraordinary and Minix

Plenipotentiary for Spain, Peking.

Dating of New York Telegrams,

Hoxarose GENErRAL (CHAMBRER OF COMMERCE,
Hoxekoxg, 23vd February. 1904,

Sir,—T am instrueted to inform you that a copy of the represent-
ations recently made by the Shanghai General GChamber of (‘ommerce
to your President on the subject of the omission by the Commereial
Cable Company of the hour of despateh in messages passing over
their lines has been received and considered by my Committee, and

that these representations meet with their entire approval,

Previous to the opening of the Pacific Cable, messages arrived
from New York v/« London, and the Cable Companies in Hongkong
stated on the telegram form the date of despatch from London only, as
they were unable to obtain the time of despatch from New York. Now,
as the majority of the American cables come by the Pacific route vin
San Francisco and Manila, receivers at this end find great inconvenience
in having no guide as to time of despateh of the wire from New York.
It would be some assistance if the time of despatch from San Franeisco

were even giveu,

Your Committee will readily recognise that as long distance ca-
blegrams occupy some hours in transmission it follows that receivers of
messages are often at a loss to know whether such were sent before
or after the receipt at the sender’s end of messages from the receiver's
end.  The Cable Companies to and from Eiwrope always give without
charge the time of despateh on the telegram. Thisx information is
found of much use to Merchants, Bankers and others who are continue
ally in cable communication with far distant ports, and my Committee
trust that your Chamber will see its way to approach the Commercial
Cable Company with a view to similar privileges being conferred on

users of its cables.—I am, &e.,

A. R, LOWE, Secretary.

The Secretary, CHAMBER oF ('oMMERCE of the State of New York.




CHAMBER OF COMMERCE OF THE STATE OF Nrw YORK.
New York, March 29th, 1904.

Dear Sik,—Your valued favor of 23rd ultimo, addressed to the
Secretary of the‘Chamber of Commerce of the State of New York, has
been referred to this Committee.

Tn reply T would say that we have received a similar letter from
the Chamber of Commerce of Shanghai and veferred the complaint
with regard to dating of telegrams to the (‘ommercial Pacific Cable
Company. In reply the Commercial Pacific (fable Company informed
us that they saw no valid reason for departing from their present custom
and I regret, therefore, to state that our efforts in this divection have

been unavailing.—I am, &e.,

GUSTAV H. SUHWAB,
(hairman, Committee on Foreign Commerce
and the Revenue Lawx,
A. R. Lowe, Esq.. Secretary, HoNGKoNG GENERAL ('HAMBER OF

Commerce, Hongkong, China.

Chamber of Commerce of the State of New York,
New York, 5th February, 1904.

Sir,—Your valued favour of December 23rd, with regard to the
omission of the date and time of dispatch of the cables passing over the
Pacific Cable Company’s lines, addressed to the President of the Cham-
ber of Commerce of New York, has been referred to this Committee.

In reply T beg leave to state that we have communicated the contents
of your letter to the Commercial Cable Company, and have received
from them a reply under date of 4th instant, copy of which I enclose
for your information. \

T doubt if anything further can be done in this matter at this end,

and T am, my dear sir,—Yours &e.,

Gusrav H. Scawas, Chairman,
Committee on Foreign Commerce and the Revenue Laws,
Vr. W. D. Little, Chairman, Shanghai General Chamber of Commerce,

Shanghai.

A e
E

The Commercial Cable Company.,
Executive Offices, 253, Broadway,
New York, 4th February, 1904,
Sir,—In reply to your letter of January 29th, I beg leave to say that
there must be some misapprehension in the minds of your Shanghai
friends in regard to the practice of transmitting the dates and hours of
the dispatch of cablegrams. Thix information has never been trans-

ni',. » free narts of cal O : 1
ntted in the free parts of cablegrams from or to America.

Until the Commercial Pacific Cable was laid, cablegrams for China
and Japan were sent by the Atlantic cables. The dates and hours of
dispatch were not transmitted. If dates have appeared on cablegrams
delivered in China and Japan, they must have been the dates and hours
of arrival at, or dispateh from, some intermediate point, and no doubt
this was the case, as we are aware that Administrations operating tele-
graph systems between Europe and China find it necessary, for their
own purposes, to transmit dates and times. We are nmier no such
necessity. It will be seen that such dates and times were not the true
times of dispatch from America, which, not being transmitted, could not
%mve ]Jet‘fl known. It is clear that the information so given was false
information, which we should judge was more dangerous than no infor-
mation, and thix points to the conclusion that the dates and hours of dis-

pateh cannot be so important as your friends at Shanghai seem to think

The Commercial Cable Company in connection with the Commercial
Yortfio (% N % 1 et e :
Pacifie Cable Company is transmitting cablegrams now exactly as they

have always been transmitted.

The business day at New York closes atxay 6 p.m., which corresponds
to 7 a.m. at Shanghai, therefore the New York business day is closing
ax the Shanghai business day is opening. The New York messagez
intended for the opening of the business day at Shanghai are usually
filed in the afternoon, about 4 p.m., which corresponds to 5 a.m. of the
next day at Shanghai.  Messages filed in the afternoon or evening of
the New York day are always delivered in the morning of the Shan;hai
day. ‘ 7
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We cannot admit that under these circumstances, and in view of
the important reduction made in the rates, and of the regularity of the
service furnished by the Commercial Pacific Cable Company, that there
is good reason for requiring the Company to transmit this extra free
information.—I have, &e.,

Grorer (. Wanrn, Vice-Pres. and General Manager.
Gustay H. Schwab, Isq., Chirman, Committee on Foreign Commmerce
and the Revenue Laws, Chamber of Comuwerce of the State of

New Yorlk,

x
Contraband of War,
('OLONIAL SECRETARY'S OFFICE.
Hoxeroxa, 9th March, 1904,
Siz,—1 am directed to transmit for the Chamber’s information a
copy of a telegram received from the Seeretary of State for the Colonies
relating to contraband of war in conneetion with the present hostilities
between Russia and Japun.—T have &e..
A. M. THOMSON, Acting Colonial Secretary.
The Sceretary, CHAMBER 01 COMMERCE, Hongkong.
Telegram received from the Secretary of State for the ( ‘olonies.
Your telegram of 2nd March: Russian declaration as to contraband
states as follows:—

BEn général tous les objets destinés a la guerre sur mer ou sur
la terre de méme que le riz, les vivres, et les chevaux, bétes
de sommes, et outres pouvant servir dans un but de guerre
et i elles sont transportés pour le compte ou & destination
de I'ennemi.

Japan regards provisions ux contraband of war when destined
for the enemy’s army or navy or in cases where being
goods arrived at enemy’s territory there is reason to
believe they are intended for use of hiz army or navy.

Sy
F -
CoLONIAL SECRETARY's OFFICE,
Hoxeroxa, 15th November, 1904,
Si, -1 am directed to transmit for vour information a copy of a
telegram which His Excellency the Governor addressed to the Secretary
of State for the Colonies with the reply received thereto respecting the
. = ]

attitude of the Russian Government as regards the treatment of food
supplies as contraband of war.—T have, etc..

M. J. DRAYSO_N, for Colonial Secretary.

Al . &
The Secretary, CuaMBER of (fomMEercE, Hongkong.

Telegram to the Secretwry of State, London, from (Governor
Honghong, dated the 4th November, 1904,
Mercantile community wish to know whether Russian (Govern-
ment recognise that food supplies consigned to private parties at bellige

rent ports are not contraband goods.  Reply anxiously expected

Leleqram from the Secretary of Stuate, London, to Governor,
Honghony, dated 14th November, 1904.

In answer of your telegram of 4th November Russian Government
have admitted the principle that food supplies are only conditional con-
traband.  Onus of proof in such cases will lie witix the captor but
owners should be prepared with evidence sufficient to disprove any

prima facie case which might be made against them.,

Hoxerove GENERAL (HAMBER OF (‘OMMERCE,
Hoxeroxg, 23rd November, 1904,
'%IH,-—I am directed to acknowledge the receipt of your letter of
the 15th instant enclosing copies of telegrams respecting the attitude
of the Russian Government with regard to the treatment of food
supplies as contraband of war.



i l ¥
The Committee appreciate the courtesy of the Government in
affording them this information, and I am to suggest that it would,
in their opinion, be advisable to publish the copies of the telegrams in
the local press as the matter is one in which the business community

is much interested.-—I have, ete.,
A. R. LOWE, Secretary.

Hon. F. H. May, c.M.G., (oloniul Secretary.

HoxckoxGe GENERAL CHAMBER oF COMMERCE,
Ho~eRoONG, 16th January, 1905.

Sir,—I have the honour to remind you of the interview the Chair-

man of this Chamber had with vou early last month at which he under-

stood you to say that whereas both the Japanese and Russian Govern-
ments had ngreed that rice and foodstuffs are only conditional contraband,
you were under the impression that in the event of a neutral ship,
bound for a port on the enemy’s coast-line (which had not been
declared to be a port in a state of blockade), being stopped by a Japan-
ese Warship and foodstutts forming part of her cargo, it was the
Japanese contention that the onus of proof that the goods were not for
the use of the troops rested with the captured and not the captors.

The Russian Government as you are doubtless aware have given
way on this point, and my Committec will be glad to know whether you
are now able to give them any information tending to show that the
Japanese Government are adopting a similar attitude.—1 have, etc.,

A. R. LOWE, Secretary.

M. Noma, Esq., Consul for Japan.
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Jaraneseg (CoNSULATE,

Hoxcroxg, 16th January, 1905.

J
_ SIr,—I have the honour to acknowledge the receipt of vour des-
]:iatch of even date regarding that rice and foodstuffs are only condi-
tional contraband. In reply I have the honour to inform you that the
5 al o 4 - 3 - - 1 .
Japanese Government are adopting the same principle which I have
assured in the interview with the Chairman of your Chamber early last
month.—T have, ete.. .

MASANIC'HI NOMA, Consul for Japan.

A. R. Lowr, Esq., Secretary, HoNGKONG GENERAL ('HAMBER oF
('OMMERCE,

G
Health Officer of the Port.

Hongrove GENErRAL (‘HAMBER oF ((OMMERCE.
Hoxgrong, 14th May, 1904.

Sik, I have the honour to refer you to my letter of the 29th
January, and vour reply of the 24th February last with regard to the
question of the medical inspection of steamers under the prese_ut system
and I now beg to convey to you, for the information of His Exce“]lenc_\;
the Officer Administering the Government, the (‘ommittee’s extreme
regret at the decision arrived at by the Government in this matter.

They desire me to point out that as Far back as three vears ago the
Chamber represented to the Government the necessity ’éhat exi:ted of
employing two medical Port Officers whose whole time v:‘oulc] be devoted
to the inspection of vessels, unless the right of private practice amongst
the shipping be conceded to them, and also that an additional qunc-h"
should be placed at the disposal of the Department. His Excelleney
Sir Henry Blake recognised the need for further assistance to the esisti
ing staff and implied that a more radical change in the Officers would

have been made had i 3 i
had it not been for the long service of the present
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Health Ofticer of the Port, and it wax understood that the recommenda-
tions of this Chamber would be approved if the system then brought

into force still proved ineffectual.

With regard to your defence of the present officers my Clommittee
do not dispute the fact that cases arise when it ix impossible tor Dr.
Keyt to diagnose a case at first dght, but they are strongly of opinion
that needless delay of steamers should not he oceasioned by the necessity
of awaiting the convenience of the private practice ashore of the Health
Officer or his partner. This point was fully touched upon in the Hth
paragraph of my previous lotter, and with rveference to Dr. Keyts
powers it may be remarked that however wide they are he would
naturally be diffident in exercising them, in consequence of the position

he holds vis-a-vis his superior.

During the summer and autamn sessions the work of the Health
Officer of the Port it much increased, and there is often necessity for
two Officers on duty in the Harbour at the same time, especially in the
forenoon. In addition to this when emjgrant <hips have to be passed
the servieces of one Officer are required for a considerable time.  The
consequence is that other vesselx are kept waiting for an unreasonable
period, which could be avoided were another Officer always available

for this work.:

The work of the Officer ix also delayed by the slowness of the
present launch employed. Tt has been deseribed as one of the =lowest
launches in the Harbour, and, ax many anchorages in the Harbour are
a considerable distance from one another, much valuable time is lost to
the Health Officer, and money to shipowners, through the consequent
detention of the ships. Hix Excellency the Officer Administering the
“overnment will doubtless readily recognise that this stute of affairs

should not exist in such an important port as Hongkone, and the (lom-
& o] o

mittee will be glad to learn that two faster launches will be placed at

the dizposal of the Health Officer of the Port’s Department to remedy

this matter.

S
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.The Committee of the Chamber has always heen of opinion that the
(:onfmued prosperity of the Colony depends on the increasing facilities
available to shipping, and it is probable that only so long as i‘t remaim;
a cheap port will its pre-eminence last, Quickness in despatch is a
gf'eat factor in producing this result, and Hongkong <hould not lag i)e-
hmt.‘l any other port in the arrangements made hy the Government to
m—'o.ld delays.  In my previous letter it was pointed out that the funds
derived from the shipping were more than ample to meet the cost of the
establishment of & Health Officer of the Port Department, whose staff
would be solely available for the Government work amongst the shi
ping.—T have, &ec., | ey

A. R. LOWE, Secretary.

Hon. A, M. Tromsox, Acting Colonial Secretary.

C'OLONTAL SECRETARY'S OFFICE,
- Hoxgroxa. 6th June, 1904,
Sire,—With reference to vour letter of [4th May, T am divected to
s_tuf‘:e for the information of vour Chamber that I:iis Excellency the
thce;r Administering the Government has carefully considered t.he
question, but regrets that he does not see his way to carry ou’t the

o il : eI s
ccommendations  made  with reference to medical inspection of

stoamers.—I have. &e.,

S. B. (L ROSS, for Colonial Secretary.

I e ary ( HAMBEF IMMERCE ] l “01 QN
e (& 1 P AMBER OF ( O MERC iy 0] A i
!lt‘ yecreta : | s

Hoxncroxe GrNERAL CHAMBER OF COMMERCE,

Hoxaroxe, 20th June, 1904, |
Sik,—T am directed to acknowledge the receipt of your letter of
the Gt-h- instant (No. 583 04 (*.8.0.) conveying an e.\;pn;ssion of'rocrrvt
from His Excellency the Officer Administering the Government tlm: he
cannot see his way to carry out the recommendations of this (‘h-;ml)m;
with reference to the Medical Inspection of Steamers, | |



The Committee of this Chamber desire me to reply that they have
noted His Excellency’s decision in thiz matter with regret.—I have, etc..

A. R. LOWE, Secretary.

The Honourable The CoLoNIAL SECRETARY.

b =8
Commercial Education.
(JHAMBER OF (k)MMEﬁUE,
SINGAPORE, 21st June, 1904,
Drar Sir,—The Chamber has recently taken up the subject of

Commercial Bducation and as it may be of interest, I beg to enclose

Report as to rvesult of the Examination (the first) which it is proposed

to hold annually.—Yours, &c.,
ALEX. GUNN, Secretary.

The Secretary, GEXERAL (‘HAMBER OF COMMERCE, Hongkong.

Commereiel Fdueation.

C‘hamber of Commerce,
Singapore, 10th June, 1904.
The Examination for the Chamber of Commerce Certificates was
held upon Saturday, the 4th June, 1904, in the following subjects :—
(1.) English.-
| a. Conversation.
b. Transeribing a draft letter.
e. Writing a letter from rough outline.
(2.) Handwriting.
(3.) Arithmetic.
and upon Monday, the 6th June, in—
(4.) Typewriting.
(5.) Shorthand.

Twenty-five Candidates sent in their names, of whom only sixteen
were able to produce satistactory evidence that they were 17 years of
age. Candidates under that age were purposely excluded in accordance
with the principlex laid down for the Examination. It may be con-
venient to point out that the requirements of business firms for hoys
below that age are easily filled, and that the object of the Chamber in
granting the Certificate is to encourage efficiency in young men entering

on & Mercantile career.

The following were the suecessful Candidates :—

IR RO ORI e it Messrs. Guthrie & Co.
(First Prize.)

AR VT L R e AR St. Joseph's Institution.
(Second Prize.)

H. J. ESPECEERMAN, ...cocuvenn -w-wuStraits Steamship Company.

On Gt KoBY, crismieen LN 11, South C'anal Road.

Yro CHOON SENG, « vt Rafes Clommercial (lass.

Low Pow Liu,.......... e e Do.

Certificates will be given to these Candidates, and the subjects in
which they passed endorsed thereon. Those who failed in English or in
Arithmetic were not granted a Certificate.  On the whole, the Examin-
ation wax attended with a fair measure of success, and the result may

be regarded as u satisfactory test of Commereial Education. though still

“far from the high water mark aimed at by the (‘hamber.

1. English.
(«.) Clonversation,
Each Candidate was subject to conversation lasting about 5 minutes.
During that time one or other of the following subjects was discussed :—
What ix the object of reading ?
Why do people accept Bank Notes ?
Why are pearls valuable ?
What are the disadvantages of barter ?
The purposeiof the Government.

The value of the newspaper.
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The Examiners can testify to the intelligence of the (‘andidates, as

well as to the fair knowledge displayed in colloquial Engli<h.
(b.) Transcribing a draft letter.

This is a good test of intelligence. There were several instances of
Candidates hazarding o guess at the less legible words, and where such
were intelligent attempts to supply the context, the papers were leniently
treated, but naturally correctness in transeribing was the chief test, and
obtained most marks. The aim of the Examiners was to pass letters
that could be despatched from a Mercantile office. and npeatness was
considered an essential condition.

(¢.) Writing a letter from rough outline.

In this paper a knowledge of English was required, that is to xay
a clear comprehension of the question.  Marks were also given for
clearness of expression, and punctuation. The first question wax too
easy, and upon another oceasion the outline <hould be rougher, or a
business letter might be given in full, and Candidates required to reply
thereto.

A paper on general knowledge might in future be added,

2. Handwriting.—This subject <hould in future be marked with
the foregoing, and not separately.  Itis difficult to discriminate hetween
the unformed writing of a hoy, and the formed writing of a man, as both

in their way may be good. Examiners passed all those before them.

3. Arithmetic.—The paper was not t0o hard, and the standard
<hould be well maintained.  The leading feature apparent to the Exam-
the failure by the Schoolx to teach the decimal system. The

od efforts by the (andidates to work out. ealculation by con-

iners is
complicat
verting decimals into vulgar fractions broke down continually. It
was manifest that the Candidatex could see their way through most of
the questions, hut the time occupied in working out the fractions
prevented the completion of many of the papers: This is the fault of
an antiquated method of tuition. In futare the marks should not be so

leniently given.

S8y
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It appears advisable that the Examiners should continue to be
chosen from the members of the Chamber. The requirements are‘those

of business men, and are therefore best gauged by business men:

o) . .

Fourteen Candidates presented themselves for Examination in
Typewriting ; six attempted the Higher Standard (90 words) in Short=
hand s and eleven the Lower Standard (60 words).

Mr. Warrer MaREPEACE, to whom the cordial thanks of the

. .
Chamber arve due, kindly undertook thix portion of the Examination
and reports as follows :— ’

“Typewriting. —The Standard of 30 words per minute for
*plain transeribing proved too much for all except two of
“the Candidates. The question of speed is mainly depend-
“ent on («) Practice, (5) Familiarity with, and excellence
*of Machine.  While 20 words per minute is not a high
“rate of transeribing —rather the contrary—it is, in my
“opinion, suflicient, considering that in some cases thue
* Candidates were unfamiliar with the machine, and in ulll
“eases with the handwriting of the deed set to be copied
“to justify a pass. [ recommend that this he taken u.:

“the minimum.  Failurve to reach it cut out two Candi-
*dates whose aceuracy and neatness certainly deserved
some eredit, and who would prove useful iu‘ any Mer-

= chant’s office. .

** The 100 possible marks were allocated, 30 each for aceuracy
“display and neatness ; and 40 for speed. In the ﬁrs“t-,-
“ mentioned respects, two Candidates showed conspicuous
“merit, one, however, failing to qualify in speed.  Seve-
“ral Candidates were lamentably deficient in accuracy,
“even in the Account Sales and Invoice, in which ampwlt;.
“time was given.  The plain transeription of a legal do-

66 gy 01 s
cument was not sufficiently accurate, but it may be
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“horne in mind that this was the speed test, and there-

“fore under conditions that do not often arise in legal .

= offices,

« Shorthand.—The Candidate passed in the 90 speed did an

==l

o It.

¢ pxcellent paper. both as to shorthand note and type-

“written transeript.  No other Candidate attained any-

* thing near the standard of accuracy needed for a pass.

the 60 speed, T recommend seven Candidates tor a pfmﬁ.
“The piece dictated was a speech of the Premier, only just
“received by the mail, and therefore quite unknown to
* the Uandi(iates. It contained several phrases and in-
“volved sentences not likely to be met with in ordinary
< commereial life, and I therefore felt justified in allowing
“more errors in transeription than would be allowed in,

“say, a dictated letter.

i« somewhat curious that nearly all the Candidates took
“ the note correctly, and failed to read it. This points to
“a lack of practice in transeribing. The shorthand cha-
“racters were fairly accurate, but in most cases were

“ written much too large for taking a verbatim note.

T feel bound to add that both the Typewriter and Shorthand

“ confirm my view, that what is wanted in the Candidates
s a mor(; thorough knowledge of Englizh. Some of
“the attempts at transcribing the speech dietated were
“ Judicrous, and the phrase ‘he would be a bold prophet,’

" “hecame, in the majority of cases, something very

“ different.”

3. H. Frizenn.
W. H. SugLrorD.
J. M. ALLINSON.

— 4L —
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Fiscal Reform.

(COLONIAL SECRETARY's OFFICE,
HoxerowNa, 27th April, 1904.

| Str,—I am direeted to transmit for the information of vour (fom-
: mittee the enclosed copy of a letter from the Secretary to the Tariff
