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Citicers of the Hongkong General Chamber of Commerce.

. PACIFIC MATL STEAMSHIP Co. s '
88 AGENGY | GCCIDENTAL & ORIENTAL £.8. Co e
89 ASIATIC PETROLEUM Co., Lrp, OF LONDON

90 BANQUE DE I’INDO CHINE ; : ,

9l # BANK ” LINE, LIMITED From dute of Formation in 1861 to 1912

92 BRITISI-AMERICAN TOBACCO COMPANY, LIMITED I :

93 CARADIAN PACTEIC RAILWAY COMPANY Yar.|  Chairman | Firm. Vice-Chatrman, | Firm SR

94 QANTON INSURANCE OFFICE, 11 MITED | 1861 | Alexander Percival .| Jardine Matheso ; insha ) - i

95 CHARTERED BANK OF INDLA, AUSTRALIA & CHINA - Bt SeP LR SRy T iy

96 CHINA BORNEQ COMPANY, LIMITED Tooa ) 31 | DR eton 6. | S ko] LyaITSHN & Co. T hatdwin

97 CHINESE ENGINEERING & MINING Co., Lan. ¢ 1885 | KT B Fomenn | Gilman & Go, | B e fransele, g kU BERE

98 QHINA EXPORT, IMPORT AND BANK COMPANY 1867 | 1. Ryvie 5| Raraor & Go. P Ryvie 11| Tarher& (o | Biward Norion

99 CHINA FIRE INSURANCE COMPANY, LIMITED R D do. € T Mol | ¥ e e ol Edward Norton.

100 CHINA & JAPAN TELEPIIONE & ELECTRIC Co,, Lrp. 10| W e et S e s | O o g0 W ook

101 CHINA MERCHANTS STEAM NAVIGATION COMPAXY | e | Turner & o, | G St R, oA Mol Blakaman;

102 CHINA SUGAR REFINING COMPANY, LIMITED 873 | 1) Ryrie do. S Bl

103 CHUX OY FIRE INSURANCE COMPANY, LIMITED & | i omekons oot Ba| A Noel Blrkeman,

104 COMPAGNIE DES MESSAGERIES MARITIMES s 1876 | 1 Ryvie o e o e e

105 DAVID SASSOON & COMPANY, LIMITED R e Jardine, Matheson & Co. N B Donys.

106 DEUTSCHE ASIATISCHE BANK 3570 | W, Koswiokeoorrenn do It L. Dalryuple.) - e B

107 DODWELL & COMPANY, LINMITED B 159 | W, Keswicke [ S W SEess el | G,

108 EASTERN EXTENSION, AUSTRALASIA & CUINA TELEGRAPH : 1592 | BB, Johnson .0 e 1 Brrie. i U rarner & Co LR gt

109 FIRE INSURANCE ASSOCIATION OF HONGKONG  [Co, Lav. B G| B ki i H. L Daliymple. Birley & Co. E. George,

110 GREEN ISLAXD CEMENT COMPANY, LIMITED _ B 5| woxamio . P Ryrlo. " . i 3 Saily

111 HAMBURG-AMERIKA LINE - N | ciee | Turner & Co. A" B MacEwon..| Hollday Wes & ¢ M M, Haily.

112 HOLLAND-CHINA TRADING Co. 4 1858 | . Eyrie’ s 41 Muckaon R Rl

118 HONGKONG, CANTON & MACAO STEAMBOAT COMPARY, LTD. 189 | P Ryrlo : Ao J- ol frving.... | Tardios Matheson & Co.| H . Joffiies

114 HONGKONG & OHINA GAS COMPANY, LIMITED i 1507 | & Muckintorh U putterfield & Swire. | X, b MacEwen. | Foligny Wi & Co | Hondorson

115 HONGKONG ELECTRIC COMPANY, LIMITED L9 Eeduesh D) o T7 Keswiok.....| Jardie bathsson & Co. | F! Hendereon,

116 HONGKONG FIRE INSURANCE COMPANY, LIMITED . B 1873 | 1. J. Keswick 1000 Jurdine Matheson & Co. | &G Wooa I Gy, Livingston & Co | & Hontertm. 0

117 HONGKOXNG & KOWLOON WITARF & GODOWN COMPANY, LTD 1885 | G oo Gibb Livingstori & 0o, | &, MeGomcnrs .| Gatterfield & Swire. | . Henderson.

118 HONGKONG LAND INVESTMENT & AGENCY COMPANY, LTD. 1897 | B 5 Grag e et & o Horbert Smilhi | | Butterfield & Swire. | I 0 fiioon

119 HONGKONG ROPE MANUFACTURING COMPANY, LIMITED 1865 | R Grey 0T T, Horbert Samith an. . . Wileox,

120 HONGKONG & SHANGIIAL BANKING CORPORATION AR do. A MoConachio | Giiman & o o

121 HONGKONG & WHAMPOA DOCK COMPANY, LIMITED L0 | S Thomas Feokiin | Hamskon & St Bk 8 Ky | e 0 R G Wileox.

132 INTERNATIONAL BANKING CORPORATION HIE | 08 b oo e GID, Lislugnton &0, "| B A, Towrth .. P, 60 Ato Moy o | kK

193 JARDINE, MATHERON & Co,, L1, I s e DB Lo Builorfiold & 5wive,. | % B Lowe,

124 JAVA-CHINA-JAPAN LIJN A do. s G Woad oo Gibh, Tirtngon & Ca, | £ 8 T

125 MARINE INSURANCE ASSOCTATION OF HONGKONG 1a08 | 3 A 8. i do. AR

126 MERCANTILE BANK OF INDIA, LIMITED ! R do. 406 Wood do. AR Towe,

127 MITSUI BUSSAN KAISHA, LIMITED r 1910 | . A, 5 4 B sl b Honghon & Kbt Benk | K A7 M Willfams:

128 NEDERLANDSCHE HANDEL-MAATSHAPPI] (NETHERLANDS Lo el do. B eewick e | J050I0E Mathsitn 805 | Bk PR !
TRADING SOCIETY) : 0. M. . Stabb........ | Hongkong & 5'hai Rank | B A. 3, Williams,

199 NEDERLANDSCH INDISCHE HANDELSBANK (NETHERLANDS
INDIA COMMERCIAL BANK)

130 NESTLE'S ANGLO SWI88 MILK Co., LOXDON

181 NIPPON YUSEN KAISHA

152 OSAKA SHOBEN KAISHA

133 PENINSULAR & ORIENTAL STEAM NAVIGATION COMPARY

154 PHILIPPINES STEAMSHIP COMPANY, LIMITED

185 GANDE, PRICE & COMPANY, LIMITED

136 RUSSO-ABIATIC BANK

187 SHIU ON STEAM-SHIP COMPANY, LIMITED

138 STANDARD O1L COMPANY OF NEW YORK

139 TAT SHING PAPER MANUFACTURING COMPANY, LIMITED

140 TOYOQ KISEN KAISHA

141 UNION INSURANCE S8QCIETY OF CANTOXN, LIMITED »

142 VACUUM OIL COMPANY, LIMITED

143 WILKINSON, HEYWO0OD & CLARKE, LIMITED

144 WILLIAM C.JACK & Co, Lrn,

145 YOKOHAMA SPECIE DAXK, LIMITED
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CHAMBER'S REPRESENTATIVES IN LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL.

How Elected.
e ————
Elected 2nd January.

Elected 27th April, Mr Jackson
on leave,

| Elected 17th September, on

retireroent of Mr, Jackson.
Elected 22nd May, Mr. Mae-
Ewen on leave.
Tllected 18th Heptember, on
resignation of Mr. MacEswen

! Elected 9th June, Mr. White-

head on leave.
Re-elected 19th September, on
expiry of term.

| Elected 50th April, Mr. White-

head on leaye,

.| Tlected 18th June, on resigna-

tion of Mr H. Smith
Returned D{rom leave, 12th
July, 1901,
Elected’ 5th June, Mr. White-
head on leave. ’
Elected 3rd October, on expiry
of term.

Elected on 12th Aungust, Mr.
whewan on leave.

Returned from leave, 12th
July, 1904

I_?ﬁzgf Nwne of Represcniative, L,

tian.

1884 | Thomas Jackson . rerevnrinines Hongkong & Hhianghai Bank...
1596 | Alexander Palmer MacEwen .. Holliday, Wise & Co.oviaiinnr

" 1887 | Alexander Palmer MacEwen... Do. do

1588 | DBendyshe Layton ... | Gib, Livingston & €0
1800 | Thomas Henderson Whitehead (hartered Bank of L A, & Chi nd
1604 | Alexander MacCounachie.........| Gilman B 300 vuei vonsiununsvas ennbned
1396 | Thomas Henderson Whitehead Chartered BankofI. A. &China
T B 1) TR 11 L g

1000 | John Thurburml ..o Mercantile Bank.e

190} | Thomas Henderson Whitehead Chartered Bankof L A, &China
1902 | Hobert Gordon Shewat ..o shewan, Tomes & €0 e
1902 | Robert Gordon Shewan ... Do, e
1003 | Henry Edward Pollock, K.C, ... Tarrister ab Law oo
1903 | Robert Gordon Bhewan ......... Shewan, Tomes & €0, s
1906 | Edbert Ansgar Hewetb cocoviere 1 I, & O, Sieam Navigation Co.l
1905 | Murray Stewarb l Btewart DIros. o
1008 | Edbert Ansgar Hewett oo I &0 Stenm Navigation Co..
1912 | Edbert Anggar Hewett, C.MLG.. 1, & O, Steam Navigation Coa,
1912 | Murray Stewart .o 1 Slewart Brog, scooucrenasr

]

y, 1904, .

Tlected 26th  April,  Mr
shewan resigned.

Tlected 17th Mareh, Mr.
Hewett on leave.

| Returned [rom leave, 15th
Octobey, 1808.

! Re-elected 25th April, 1912, on

expiry of term,

Eleoted 25th May, 1912, Mr,

i ewelt on leave,
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RULES AND REGULATIONS,

(CONFIRMED AT THE ANNUAL GENERAL
MeETING HELD 197H May, 1903.)

R

I. The Society shall be styled * The Hongkong wame,
General Chamber of Commerce.”

II. The objects of the Chamber shall be to walch objeot.
over and protect the general interests of Commerce, to
collect information on all matters of interest to the
Mercantile Community, and to use every means within
its power for the removal of evils, the redress of griev-
ances, and the promotion of the common good; to
communicate with Authorities and others thereupon;
to form a code of practice wherechy the transaction of
business may be simplified and facilitated; to receive
references, and to arbitrate between disputants—the
decisions in such references to be recorded for future
uge or guidance.

ITI. All Mercantile Firms, and persons engaged or dewbership
interested in the trade of Hongkong or China, shall be 234510
eligible for admission as Members in the manner here-
after deseribed, and on payment of $50 for Firms, and
$20 for single individuals for the current year of their
election, and a like annual subscription thereafter, pay-
able on lst January.

TV. Candidate for admission must be proposed by
one Member, and seconded by another, and elected at
the Annual General Meetings by a majority of the votes
of the Members there present entitled to vote. They
may also be elected by the Committee in the interval
between such Annual Gemeral Meetings, but subject to
confirmation at the next Annual General Meeting.

_ V. The business and funds of the Chamber shall
ba managed by the Committee.

VI. The Committee shall consist of ten Members, Managemout.
to be elected at the Annual Meeting of the Chamber,
and shall hold Offiee for one year. Vacancies cccurring
during the year shall be filled up by the Committee.

The Committee shall enter upon office as soon as
the Annual Meeting has been held, and shall remain in
office until their report and accounts have heen accepted
u.?fr{ passed by the Chamber and their successors asrume
GIea,




Commitiee
Meetings.

Sph-Cotns
mittees.

By-laws,

Ageonnts.

Annunl
Report,
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At the first meeting the new Committee shall elect
s Chairman and Vice-Chairman, who shall hold office
lor the year.

VIL. In the event of the Representative of the
Chawber of Commerce in the Legislative Council not
being a member of the Committee, he shall, ex officio,
liave a seat on the Comnittee.

VI1I. The Committes shall mest at least once a
month {on such day as may be fixed) for the transaction
of business, and at other times when summoned by the
Chairman, or in his absence by the Viee-Chairman.
The proceedings to be laid on the table for the inspec-
tion of members, subject to such regulations as the
Committee may consider expedicnt. In case of the
non-attendance of the Chairman and Vice-Chairman, a
chairman shall be chosen by the Members of the Com-
mittee present.

“IX. At Meetings of the Committee, four Members
ghall form a guorum, and in case of an equality i
voting the Chairman shall have a casting vote in addi-
tion to his own.

X. The Committec shall have power to appoint
Sub-Committees for such purposes as may be deemed
advisable.

XTI. The Committes shall have power to frame
By-laws, which shall at once come into force, but must
be presented for confirmation at the next ensuing
General Meeting of the Chamber; and after such con-
frmation, such By-laws shall be binding on all Members
equally with these Rules.

RII. The Funds of the Chamber shall be paid into
one of the Banks under an account to be opened by tho
Committee, and may be invested in such manner 4§ may
ko considered advisable.

KITT. All cheques shall be signed by the Secretary
of the Chamber, and countersigned, by the Chairman,
or Viee-Chairman, or in their absence by one of the
Committee. All dishurscments shall be sanctioned by
the Committeo at their ordinary Meetings.

An Account, duly audited by two Members of the
Chamber, shall be laid before the Annunal General
Meeting.

X1V. A Yearly Report of the proceedings shall
be prepared, which, after being approved at the Aunual
Goneral Meeting, shall be printed and circulated.

—\ae
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XV. A paid Secretary shall be appointed by the
Committes, such appointment to be subject to confirma-
tion at the next ensuing Annual General Mesting.

X VI. The Annual General Mceting of the Chamber
shall be held in the month of February (or as scon
thercafter as may be convenient) of each year for the
purpose of receiving the Committee’s Report, of examin-
ing and passing the Accounts of the previous year, of
electing the Committee for the ensuing year, and of
transacting general business.

All important questions affecting the Port, and jte
sommercial relations with the Empire of China, or with
other States, may be discussed at the Annual Meetings
or at Special General Meetings convened for the purpose
in the manner provided for by Rule 17.

Y VIT. The Committee may, whenever they think
fit, or shall upon a requisition made in writing signed
by at least five Members of the Chamber, convene an
Fxtraordinary General Meeting of the Chamber. Any
auch requisition shall state the objects of the Meeting
proposed to be held, and upon roceipt of such red idi-
fion the Committes ghall forthwith call an Extra-
ordinary General Meeting, to be held within ten days
subsequent to the receipt of such requisition.

X VITT. At least five days’ notice, either by Adver-
tisement or printed Circular, shall be given of eacn
Annual or Extraordinary General Meeling, and in the
case of the latter the notice shall state the nature of
the business for which the Meeting is called.

XIX. No business shall be transacted at any
General Meeting unless there be personally present at
the time the Meeting procecds to business ten or more
Members.

XX. Voting by Proxy, or by Members whose anb.
scriptions are in arrear, shall not be allow ed, nor shall
mors than one Member of the same Firm be eutitied fo
vote for such Fimmn cn ilie same occasion.

XXI. In tho absenco from the Colony of all the
partners in a Firm, their representative by Power of
Attorney shall be entitled to vote.

Heoretary.

Annual and
Special
General
Mcetings.

Exiragrdluary

General
Meetinugs,

Quorum

Yoting,

XXII. In case the conduct of any Member shall in Bxpulsion et

the opinion of the Committee be injurious to the char-
acter or interests of the Chamber, the Committee may,
after due enquiry, and after opportunity of making his
defence has been afforded to such Member, pass a Reso-
lution for the expulsion of such Member from the

Member,




Alteration of
Rules,
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Chamber, and such Resolution shall take effect after
it has been communicated to the Members, and been
passed at a Gleneral Meeting by a majority of not less
than two-thirds of those present and qualified to vote
at such Meeting.

XXIII. The Rules of the Chamber shall not be
repealed, added to, or altered except by a majority of
Members present at a General Meeting (called for that
purpose) and after at least ten days’ notice has been
givon of the proposed changes.

XXIV. The Rules and By-laws shall be printed
and a copy thereof shall be furnished to every Member.

[13]
BY-LAWS.

(CONFIRMED AT THE ANNUAL GENERAL
MegTING HELD 1978 MAY, 1903 )

1. The Office shall be open daily from noon to one Ofice hours,
o’clock p.m., when the Seccretary shall be in attendance,
and ready to communciate with any Member requiring
information or access to the Records of the Chamber.

II. The Secretary shall attend all Meetings (includ- secretary’s
ing those of the Arbitration Committee, if required), dutes.
keep a journal of all proceedings, take charge of all
documents, keep the accounts of the Chamber, collect
Subscriptions and obtain Statisties of Trade, prepare
Statements of Trade, conduct and keep coples cf cor-
respondence, and attend to such other duties as may be
required by the Committée.

JIT. A1l communications shall be received and Correspoudisg.

answered through the Chairman, Vice-Chairman, or
Secretary.

TV. No documents belonging to the Chamber shall Duaumonts
be removed during Office hours, nor shall any minute of Removed.
its proceedings be made public without an order of the

Committes.

V. Notice of any proposition or business to be (el
brought by Members before the Yearly General Meeting
shall be given to the Secretary at least five days before
the Meeting, who, in the circular or advertisement
calling such Meeting, will state the business or proposi-
tion, and by whom to be brought forward.

VI, In addition to the Subscriptions as provided levenue
for by Rule IIT., funds for the requirements of the ?):'!{)ﬂ;iﬁ:tnu
Chamber may be raised in the following manner:—By
the sale of statements of trade, by fees on Arbitration
and References, by fees for certified copies of ths
Records and other Documents in the Archives of the
Chamber, or for Certificates for any Commercial

matters, by the issue of telegraphic or other information

of general interest, and by voluntary gifts and contribi

{ioms either in money, maps, bocks or anything which
may be useful to the Society.

Meeting Notice
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and Arbitration

Comimittees,

Appointment

of outeide
Arbitrators,

Arbitration
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Arbitration
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VII. The Committee shall appoint every year from
their number a Corresponding Committes to supervise
all matters connected with the correspondence of the
Chamher, and an Arbitration Committee to conduct
and decide cases submitted to the arbitration of the
Chamber. The functions of the Arbitration Committes
shall continue so long as any business submitted to thex
during their period of service remains undecided.

Tn cases of dispute relating to matters of a technical
nature the Arbitration Committee may appoint one or
more persons other than of their number to examine
and [or arbitrate in the matter at such fee or fees as the
Committes may decide,

VIII. Bach Member of the Arbitration Committee
ghall be entitled to a Fee of not less than $5, and not
more than $10 for each sitting, and the Chamber to a
Fee (in addition) of not less than $10, and not more
than 8100, on every case submitted to the arbitration
of the Chamber. The amount to be regulated by the
Avbitration Committee, according to the importance of
the case and the time cccupied therein, subject to an
appeal to the General Committee, whose decision on the
amonnt shall be final.

IX. The Disputants in an Arbitration case shall
be held to guarantee the fees jointly and severally to
the Chamber,

X. The Arbitration Committee shall appoint
its own Chairman and confine its functions to cases
when its intervention or advice is requested, and on
no oceasion shall it proceed with any case unless all the
perties subseribe a Bond making the award a Rule
of the Supreme Court. Printed forms of such Bonds,
legally prepared, shall be kept for the information
cf Members who may have occasion to resort to the
Chamber for Arbitration: and the Committee shail
not arbitrate upon, nor take any cognisance of, anv
dispute whatever, unless one of the parties interested
therein be a Member of the Chamber.

XT. In the event of any aquestion as to the con-
struction or application of these By-laws, the General
Committee shall have power to decide the same, sub-
mitting the matter to the next General Meeting of {he
Chamber for its final decision.

[15]

RULES TO REGULATE PROCEEDINGS
AT MERTINGS HELD FOR THE
NOMINATION OF REPRESENTATIVES
OF THE CHAMBER IN THE
LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL.

(CONFIRMED AT THE ANNUAL GENERAL
MEETING HELD 1978 May, 1903.)

1. On receipt of a request from the Government te Notice of
nominate a representative of the Chamber in the Legis- Aeghe
lative Council, a General Meeting of the Members shall
be called by the Committee, notice of which ghall be
given by advertisement in the public Press ab least five
days before the holding of such Meeting.

9. Notice in writing of the names of Candidates, p . o1 or
and of their proposers and seconders, to be lodged with Candidaes.
the Secretary at least 48 hours before tho time appointed
for holding the General Meeting.

3. 1f only one Candidate, the Voting to be by shoW ¢oiing.
of hands; if more than one Candidate, the Voting to be '
by Ballot.

4. In the cass of a Ballot, Scrutineers to bo ap-
pointed by the Meeting.

5. In the case of a Ballot, a voting pager to be
handed to each Member entitled to vete attending the
Meeting, and when the Poll takes place, the voting
papers, with the names of the Helected Candidates filled
in, to be placed in a receptacle (to be indicated by the
Chairman of the Meeting) at the place of Ballot; the
Qernfineers (or Secretary) to register the names of the
Voters as the voting papers are so deposited.

6. After a Candidate has been proposed and orderor
seconded, Members may speak to the propesal before the SpEREhoR:
Iseting.

7. When all the Candidates have been proposed and
seconded, the Candidates may address the Meeting in
the order in which their names have been submitted to
tho Meeting.




|

i [16]

8. Thereafter no further addresses may be made,
and the Ballot shall take place.

Result,

ol 9. After the Scrutineers have reported in writing
to the Chairman of the Meeting the result of the Ballot,
the Chairman shall declare the same to the Meeting.

Crsp of qualily 10. In the case of an equality of votes between the

Candidates standing highest in the Poll, the Ballot as
between these Candidates shall be held over again at a
further Meeting to be called on a date to be decided on
by the General Committee, such date to be not later
than ten days after the first Meeting.

e
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SGALE OF COMMISSIONS AND BROKERAGES.

adopted by the Honghkong General Chamber of Commerce,

at the Annual General Meeting held 19k May, 1505

COMMISSIONS.
TPurehasing ot gelling Ten,. o vovwn vmnn v wno s s siss 24 per cent.

'+ - AT BIHo o s s o i s e siesn wiy v 25 i

; i Cotbi 0 e o o o e e e 4 e 23 o

o CIDIIY g 52 50 2 s o oo o vormmse o e e .
; i all other goods and produce,..oo.. 3 .

% 15 Ships and Landed Property ....... .2 o

% e Stocks and ShATERS o vy v e i =5 1 o
T PO R TOm, imir e S w500 wibias o2 2 e v e s s 2021 2 o

i TG s e o et 55 s TGRSR SANSARS S SN e e AR s 1 5
Guaraateering Sales, ....... ... 000 S e el it 21 o
i RO LERTICES, . onims 38 S Sk 55 e a3 o o o
Drawing or endorsing Bills of Exchange,.. .. ... | .

., or negotinting Bills of Exchange without recourse, 1,
Purchasing or realising Bullion or Bills of Exchange, ....: Lo o
Remitting the Proceeds of Bullion or Bills of Exchange, .. 1% ,,
Paying and receiving money in Current Accound, ., ...... 1 5

o Ship's Dishursenments, .. ... .covon e, 24 -,
Collecting Freight, ...... 0, ol o, ] g 3 el B e 2L ™
Obtaining Freight or Charter, .. ...oooaozovivicerioe. ) 1

s 5 5 and collecting same Freight,6 o
Adjusting Insurance Claims on Amount Recovered, ......2} o
Effecting Insurance, on the T BT ATHOMEE, b s srwnse oy = 0 o
Prosecuting or defending successiully Claims, either at | 5

Taw ov By ArDiteationy .. e o6 s o see aon e { i
Proseenting or delending ansuceessiully, v oo von 0w s s 2% "
Managing Estates and collecting Rents (on Gross Receipts),b i
Transhipping or forwarding Jewellery, and Bullion,...... 1 i
Forwarding or transhipping Cargo, ......coooeviironees 1 5
Transhipping or forwarding Opiuny; ...o.ovnnn g8 T, $2 per chest.
(toods withdrawn or re-shipped,. ... ..o ar v 1 2 Commission.
Granting Letters of Oredit, ... . ..ot viv v cnineun 1 per cent.
For doing ship’s business when no inward or outward 20 cents per

Commission is earned, .. .o.onvvienns o e ciaaeed t Register ton.

The conversion into Hongkong currency of sterling freight inward to Hong-
kong, payable in Hongkong, shall, unless otherwise stipulated, be made
at the rate for Bank Bills on London payable on demand ; and the rate
ruling at the close of a mail shall be the rate applicable to such purpose
during the subsequent week.

BROKERAGES.
Billind Bullionh 2 o oo e aimac 4o 80 5 i per cent. Payable by Seller,
Produee and General Merchandise, . ..... p ) 2y e -
Fire AI‘]'HS, ........................... - 1 LB iR 1
For negotiating and completing Charters A
and procuring Freight, . ........... % : & o

ey

For negotiating sale or purchase (’fifl
Landed Property,....... i o AR 5 g 0
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THE STOCKBROKERS' ASSOCIATION OF HONGKONG. ) : ¥ e e k
e 6 ‘ The Stockbrokers' Association of iongkong.
TARIFF OF CHARGES,
To be charged to BUYER and SELLER.
Ba¥ks— Docxs, WizaArvEs & GOoDOWHS— TARIFF OF CHARGES
y Hong?m}g & Shanghal. ... .§2.00 Hougkone & Whampoa Dock$0.35 ON
3’5”“2*-\0"" i New Amoy Dol ........u A RUBBER STOCHS
Cililn:n‘f‘i;-é """""""" '58 Hongkong & Kowloon Wharf .50
ok s Tl B s To be Charged to BUYER and SELLER.
b=y dem L ALT 0 e paee e . AN - FE ¥l e
Wigne oo Ul e o 2.00 : h :
T BOiL OIS e Hongkong Cottons  ....... 10 3 :
Hongkong Tand Investment .00 | REFINERIES— YALUE OF BTOCK. BrokeRrAGE.
‘Humphreys' Estate ....... .10 = & J o ; :
l{()\‘.’l(;(}ll Tand Tnvestment. . 23 China Fuga-l B e | i e :9 Ulldel‘ 2;‘ " ....... e T S B e e e S P S S R g G };’éd-
West Point Building ...... 8l L0zon BOGAE L e wrbmnaivms (4D D/ AN VBT s sunintasenssgronsisns s e sananstaps s ssasogses 3d.
Horeng— e At s DO L gy SRR s e e Lk e Ehes o 6d.
, Hongkong Hotel ....... ) 60 /- St L i Dl L o W o SR TRLTU LR ToR Ol
e £ S ) : Rellls AShEEEORL by crres o3 10 . . : RO~ o 9(,
STEAMSITIPS— t Campbell, Koore & Co. .., 20 TG L L G LTS TRTNS BRI 1/~
Hongkeng, Canton & Macao .29 CRaNA-BOTIEN s ¢ e vr e o o 18 TBOTS 3y gn  oesesss i AR B P R R S A L 1/6
China & Manila ....couoe. 15 China Light & Power 05 ’ '
: 5 ; Hghbode BOWET L im0 DD e e s b s s s R s b s o 2/-
Indo-Chiua, Preferred | g4 China Provident ......... A0 3004 i i 2f"6
Do. * Defe%"red {pl Diadey Fammy .. oo o s snivi 90 g his o it AR e e b e e e /
Ig)tougll%s Steamship Co. .. .. gg Green Islsnd Cements. .. ... 159 ’ R L o e O e TR 3 3/-
BERD FEIIP . cnrue T« Al vu Hongkong Electric | ..... R 2 :
Do. new isgue. .. .. .. A5 é;ﬁ;tgﬂ% Iczccri:‘c T NPy 10 ‘ 2
‘ Union Water Boat Co...... 10 Hongkong ROPE oo s .30
§ [ Mivixg— Hongkoncr Tramway LAY >
‘ o At . g
| | | Charhonnages ..... ...o.. 1.50 e T s et L 10 Undfﬂ B T e s i GRS R R B RS 5 cents,
A UREATENS o et S Py e sl A, Powellln sty an we sk 10 E2 gt OTE s csanbaza wan O TG VR
\ : BT N s v ety RCESEW » T 25 ,
1 | TWhen the prices of Stocks finctuate, the aboye Tariff is subject to alterations as i ' $30 ) e R RO R X B ey 40 13
follows i~ { AR S R e et B B
Dresent Tarifl.  Stock Falue, Brokerage. ook Value: Hrokeruge, $100° 5, R e R O e T 75
‘ $~21:g At or over xﬁ;gg the Brokerage to he qggg When falling tindder f%zg{?, to Le %‘}3[: $300 ? %1 069
] ) 2 24 a 0L 4, < ' %) 43 reneeeees A R e A AT T T et e R e BT P B
oy 500 i £.50 5 300 ., s 4 = |
1' 1_75 = 33(0) e I_é’g z ggg = 5,;3 | $g)00 33 4y merieeseeres aeas I e B ) %200
50 o 2 ) 5 Xy e R
‘| ‘ .gf; 1 0 v .50 i 3§ % _gg ' ' $700 1 g3 Aasasvevsiareeseny Viastenerarraesasassan ceenan _.............$3.00
| s ST T i woooh &
‘ s 250, 15 g sEAL | ¢ By ovder of the Committee.
“ Brokerage on Shanghai Stocks to be eharged at thevate of 1% per cent. on market
value,
" N B.—his scole does not apply to nonlocal stocks, brokeruge for whieh will be f: W. G, WORCERTER,
adjusted from time to timo as peeaxion may demand, | Homn. Secretar
By order of the Commitlec. o : 2 - . Y.
I W, G, WORCLESLER, 1 N B.—This List is to come into force from this date and cancels all previous issues.
Secretary.
| ! N B—This Listis to come lnto force from this date and cancels all previons lssues. HI . Hongkong, 3rd April, 1912,
ttongkong, April 3rd, 1912, I3 | . o
[The above Tariff is published for general information, but is not sanctioned by the Chamber
of Commeree.]
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MINUTES of the Yearly General Mecling of the HONGRONG
GINERAL CHAMBER OF COMMERCE, held inihe old CLLAMBER
oF COMMERCE RoOM, Crty HALL, on Monday, the 2ath Feb.,
1912, at 4 pan., for the purpose of receiving the report of the
Committee and pussing the Secretary’s Accounts for the year
ending 81st December, 1911.

Present :—

Hon. Mr. E. A. Hewett, C.M.G. (Chairman), Messrs., G, H.
Medhurst (Vice-Chairman), F. H. Armstrong, J. W. C. Bounar,
G, 7. Edking, Hon. Mr. C. H. Rosz, Mesgsrs. . Shellim, N. J.__Si‘.al}h
(Committee), B. A. M. Williams (Socretary), A. Forbes, T. F. Hough,
Wm. Dickson, Hedley G. White, A. D. Barvetto, \’}T. A. Dowley,
L. Berindoague, D. Macdonald, Wong Leung Him, €. Bond, K. M.
Cumming, William D. Jupp, F. G Macdonald, M. Stewart, B.
Fuhrmann.

The Secretary read the notice convening the meeting.
The Minutes of the last annual meefing were confirmed.
Tha Chairman (Mr. Hewett) said :—

Gentlemen,—The report and accounts having been in your
hands for some days, I will with your permission take them as read.

Before proposing their adoption, I will as usual make a.!few
remarks on the more important matters which have received the

: : 3 4 v T
attention of the Committee during the past twelve months.

The first question in the report is concerned with _signaﬂing to
vessels which have taken refuge behind Stone Cutters’ Island or in
Junk Bay. The matter was brought forward by a number of the
Commanders of local steamers, and thanks to the action of the
Government and the courtesy of H.E. The General Qfﬁcer Com-
manding and the General Manager of the Standard 0il Company,
arrangements have now been made to signal the latest storm warn-

ings to the vessels.

Another question relating to the signalliing which hab_' e.ngaged
our attention was the advisability or otherwise of retaining the
Red signals. After considerable discussion, ifz has howe'ver heen
decided to continue their use, at all events, until the promised and
much looked for wireless station has been arected on Pratas Island.

YVou will notice that the serious inconvenience, a'ud in some
cases actual loss, entailed on importers through the disastrous
strikes of dock labourers and others which .occurred last year in
Great Britain has been considered by the Committee who, howover,
were of opinion that this was a matter x_vhichl could better be dealt
with by the importing firm communicating (h‘vec:t with his buyers,
rather than as suggested by a joint circular from all the importing

houses.
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A very important point has besn raised, viz: as to whether a
Mate's Receipt could be considered a negotiable document. The
Committee, without pretending to be able to give an authorita-
tive decision on the subject, consider that under ordinary circum-
stancas such a receipt is not necessarily a proof of ownerghip and
could not be considered as a negotiable document, unless the holder
could show he had secured the receipt in exchange for value
recoived. ;

The opium question was very fully dealt with in onr last
report and, as you will have seen, correspondence on the svhiect
up to lga,_v of last year was published in that report, As stated in
my last annual address, the Committes considered it acdvissble not
to lay the correspondence before the Members until matters had
been finally adjusted.

In June, however, as you will gee on reference to our present
report, the matter was again brought forward, as the Canton
Authorities were proposing to adopt another system by which
they hoped to increase their revenuve at the expense of the {rade
and, as usual, in defiance of treaty cobligations.

The disturbance which shortly broke out resulting in a chanee
in the personnel of the provineial Government has left the matter
in abeyance.

The possibility of disinfecting vessels and lighters by a
Clayton machine has again been raised by the Covernment, buf,
as you will notice, the Committee adhere to the view expressed
some years ago by their predecessors that the proposals put
forward are impracticable. z

The erection of a lizcht on Kapsing Island which has for co
many vears been demanded by those interested in the river trade
is, we hope, shortly to be completed, the apparatus for the light
having already arrived in the Colony.

With regard to the new Commranies Crdinance, the Committee
have made svggestions to the Goverrment with a view to the
amendment of the ordinance on certain particulars, chief smong
which was that the books of Chineése Joint Stock Companies should
be kept in English.

The difficulty of a full examination of books kept in Chinese
was pointed out to the Government who, however, were disinelined
to accept the suggestion.

The Committes then proposad that at least the Statutory books
and the Cash Book should be in English, and it would then be
possible in the case of a winding up to trace the receipts and
expenditure on Capital Account and to work up a rough estimate
of the trading, -
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The matter is still the subject of correspondence with the
Government,

The necessity for a properly drawn up form. of bond for use in
arbitrations was referred to in my last annual address. This
matter has now been dealt with, a form of bond having been drawn
up by the Chambers’ Solicitors which has been brought into use.

The Menibership of the Chamher shows a considerable number
of changes, the total however being 145 as against 143 last year.

I have how dealt with all the more important questions set
forth in our report. There are a few more matters which I should
like to touch on.

You will no doubt remember something appeared in the local
press recently as to the necessity for dredging in the harbour.

In the opinion of the Committee there is at the moment no
such necessity particularly bearing in mind the heavy cost which
evan partial dredging would involve.

With the opening of the Panama Canal we will no dopbt see
very great changes in the shipping trade to the East, but it does

not follow that the draught of vessels calling at Hongkong will be

very materially increased.

The matter will require watching, and should it be seen that
vessels are deterred from calling at Hongkong through want of
sufficient depth of water in the anchorage, a new survey will have
t>» be made and a comprehensive scheme for dredging drawn up.
This, T nead hardly add, would bg.a most costly enterprise, but if
found necsssary will have to be undertaken rather than Hongkong
should risk a loss of that trade by which alone she can exist.

Although nothing appears in our report on the important sub-
ject of the erection of a wireless station, it must not be supposed
the question has been neglectad.

We undoerstand that while the Naval Authorities contemplate
eracting their own station, stens are also being taken to set upa
lower power station for commercial purposes.

This may not he quite so powerful as the station asked for, but
it is poasible that it will prove sufficient for ourneeds. The matter
is now under consideration and at the moment I am unable to say
anything further, but the Government will be asked to give publi-
city to the proposed scheme at the earliest possible date.

You will recollect that last year reference was made to the
publication of a business directory for Hongkong. The material has
now been collected and wa understand has been passed on to the
Board of Trade by the Hongkong Government.
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The Committes of the Chamber has recently been approached
by the 8pecial CJommissioner of * The Financial News,” who is now
in the Far East, as to the publication of a special section dealing
with the financial, commercial and industrial development of
Hongkong. This well-known paper has already issued similar
editions dealing with India, Australia, Canada and other places,
and as the Committee belisve the publication of the proposed
edition cannot but prove of graat benafit to this Colony, they would
ask the Members to be good enough to consider the proposals of
Mr. Maitland, the special Commissioner, should that gentleman
call on them.

Since our last meeting, very great and startling changes have
taken place in the Hmpire of China, resulting in a new form of
Government, and wes trust what will shortly prove to bs a more
enlightened, progressive and civilized form of government than the
old order which has so suddenly been swept away.

It iz so recently when most, if not all of us, were listening to
an able address from our friend the Vice-Chairman dealing with
the present situation in China, and giving so far as it was possible
some forecast of what these changes may bring forth, that I feel it
would be a work of supererogation, even if I could find it possible
to attempt any such forecast or to add to what he has already said.

We are I think all agreed that we have as yet hardly done
more than scratch the trade of China. With a reformed and
enlightened Government, able to countrol and fitiingly direct the
forces under them, we should see an enormous increass in the
foreign trade of the Empire which would so greatly benefit all con-
corned, and more particularly the industrious sober-minded people
of that great country.

We can only trust that the work of settling the country and of
bringing in a reformed government will be promptly and efficiently
carried out, and that under the new regime we will no longer have
to complain of the constant breaches of treaty and acts of bad faith
towards the Treaty Powers of which the Chinese Government have
for so many years been guilty.

Although many changes have taken place, and are taking
place, I am afraid my address to you has been rather fragmentary.
I have only one other word to add. .

Several changes have taken place in our Committee during
the past year. Amongst others wea have lost the services of our
Vice-President, Mr, Keswick, who represents an old firm in the
Colony. I am sure you all, as I do, regret deeply his departure
from the Far East, and wish that he were with us still. He was
doing as good work, if not better, than he is doing at home. The
only other change contemplated in the future is the departure of
our present Vice-President, who has been a member of our Com-
mittee for several years, and, as wa all know, has taken a very
prominent part, particularly of late, in the business life of the
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Colony. I am sure- you all sincerely regret, as I do, his
termination with the Far Fast. With these words, gentlemen, 1
wish to propose the adoption of the Report and Accounts.

Mr. DICKSON—Gentlemen,—I rise with much pleasure to
second the adoption of the report and accounts just submitted by
our Chairman. In doing so I am thankful to say it does not
devolve upon me to pass in review order the many and varied
‘ themes dealt with by the Committee during the year: that our

interssts are in reliable and capable hands is obvious, and any en-
largement upon the very interesting speech we have just listened
to would be manifestly out of place. I need hardly remind you of
the trying and critical times our ancient neighbour has passed
through in the last few months. There are still many rapids to
be negotiated and matters of vital importance to this Colony are
bound to arise, but as our Chairman has remarked we look hope-
I {luliy }’go the future. One thing is obvious: that our Committes
(i - as the interests of the Chamber, and, through it, the Colony at ;
“ heart; that a watchful eye is being maintained and that our R E P O R T
‘ | interests may with perfect confidence be entrusted to its vigilance.

“ iHi‘ ' Before sitting down I would venture to remind you that the
|I

position of Chairman is no sinecure and that we are fortunate in
the possession of one who is able and willing te place his services OF THE
|.| . - and W]:ilde experience so freely at our dispogal, and I am qufte sure
MMl | it is the wish of every member that our deep sense of obligation ;
|I ||| 3 to the Chairman, Committee and Secretary should be placed on GENERAL COMMITTEE.
record, (Applause). Gentlemen, I have much pleasure in second- > ‘
ing the adoption of the Raport and Accounts as presented.

The motion was carried nem con.

| Mr. HougH~—I think we cannot do better than mark our appre-
i ciation of the able manner in which our interests have been guard-
{ ed during the past year than by re-electing the committee as it
‘ |‘ "i stands. The committee consists of Hon. Mr. E. A. Hewett, C.M.G.,
. Mz, G. H. Medhurst, Mr. F. H. Armstrong, Mr. J. W. C. Bonnar,
| Mr. G. T. Edkins, Mr. G. Friesland, Hon. Mr. C. H. Ross, Mr. H. A.
| Siebs, Mr. H. Shellim, and Mr. N. J. Stabb: They are gentlemen’
representing leading firms, men of ripe experience. If in order

! I propose that the committee be re-elected en bloc.

i‘“|" Mr. BOLLES seconded, and the motion was agreed to.

‘ I On the motion of the CHAIRMAN, seconded by Mr. MEDHURST,
‘ the following firms were elected members of the Chamber :—Messrs.
i\|- ‘ Arculli Bros., Messrs. Carl Bodiker & Co., Messrs. Garner Quelch
| & Uo., Messrs. The Nestle's & Anglo-Swiss Milk Co,, London, Messrs.
SR Mozxon & Taylor, and Messrs, Thomas Cook & Sons.

The CHAIRMAN—Gentlemen, that concludes the business.
| I have to thank you on behalf of the Committee for ths honour you
‘ ‘ have done us in re-electing us as a mark of appreciation for what
i ;‘;\f“ ‘ we may have done during the year.
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Report of the General Comnnittee of the HONGKONG UGLENERAL
CHAMBER oF CoMMERCE, for the Year ending 31st December
1911, preseuted to the Members at the Annual Meeting,
held in the City Hall, on Thursday, the 29th February, 1912.
Among the questions of interest dealt with by your Committee

~aring the rast vear, were the following:—

DISPLAYING OF THE LOCAL STORM SIGNALS IN KOWLOON
BAY.

The Chamber was spproached by Masters of vessels complaining of
the disadvantage vwhich they suffer when in shelter in Junk Bay, Kow-
locn Bay, and behind Stonceatter’s Island, from the lack of scientific
information regarding storms.

In support, your Committee sugzested to Government that the forts
in the vienity should be suppliad with the nocessary information so that
they could furnish ships *‘speaking ” them.

The Chamber’s letter was sympathetically considered by the
Authorities who have arranged to have day signals displayed on the
Flag Staff near the Field Officer’s quarters at Lyveemun, and by the
courtesy of the Standard O0il Co,, on thelr mast at Lai-Chi-Kok.
(Appendix W.)

BOARDING OF INCOMINC STEAMERS EY ChINESE.

The Chamber, upon being approached by several of the princinal
Agents of the Colony, with 1efazence to the dangerous practice by Chi-
nese Boarding House runners cf meeting, obstructing and boacding
steamers carrying Coolie passengers outside the limits of the Harboar,
presented the cass to Government.

Vour Committee held that the penalty for this illegal action was too
light and no deterrent. Your Commitee suggested special legislation to
empower the Magistrate to inflict heavier punishment. After correspon-
dence had passed a Sub-Committee was appointed to consider pomnts
raised by Government and their report was forwarded to the Colonial

Facretary, (Appendix O) t
RED SIGNALS USED IN THE LOCAL SYSTEM OF STORM
WARNINGS.

Government forwarded for the opinion of your Committec
copies of minutes by the Director of Observatory, the Registrar General
and the Harhour Master, relative to a suggestion Ly the latter that
the ‘‘red symbols by day and the “three green lights » by night were
detrimental to Shippiag and useless to the port.  The Chamber sup-
partad Commandesr Beckwith and suggested that the intermation cop-
veyed by these signals could be disseminated hy a snecial Circular to
the crsb of which the rubliz would subscribe, if dasired by Government.

The (fovernment have now dacided to retain theze signals pending
the erection of a wireless station in the Pratas Tslands. (Appendiz A)
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PUBLIC AND BANK HOLIDAYS.

Correspondence has passed between Government and the Chamber

with o view to the more equitable distribution of holidays (Appendix
B)

SMUGGLING OF SALT INTO CANTON,

At the request of the Hongkong, Canton and Macao Steamboat Ji

Co., Ltd,, and the China MNavigation Co., ILtd., your Commitiee
approached Government with the objezt of obtaining Speeial Legizla-
t'on for the pravention of Salt Smuggling info Canton. Governmaut’s
view was that in the abscnce of treaty oblizations, the matter was one
which must be dealt with by the Authorities at the port of destination.
(Appendix C.) |

EFFECT OF HOME STRIKES ON DELIVERY OF GOOLS IN

HONGEONG.

A suggestion emanated from Messrs. Bradley and Co., that a joint
Circular be s nt to the various Chinese Dealers by European Importing
Houszes, notifying them of the delay in delivery caused by Home strikes.

Your Committee considered that the matter could be better dealt
with by individual repressntation. (Appendix D)

PROPOSED NEW GENERAL (USTCGMS TARIFF OF THJ

i NETHERLANDS,

A transaction of the proposed rew General Customsg Tariff of the
Netharlands was courtscusly forwarded by Government.

Your Committee had ne comment to make thereon., (Appendix
b}

PROCLAMATION BY THE COMMONWEALTH CF AUSTRALIA
UNDER THE QUARANTINZ AND CUSTOMS ACT.

Mr. J. B. Butor, Commercial Commissioner in the East for the
Government of New South Wales, Findly forwarded for the information
of the Chamber copies of two important Proclamations by the Com-
menwesnlth, relative to restricticons on the importation of potatees inte
Austrolia and the prohibition of the imnertation of Goods paciced
in bags or sacks whoss contents excezd two hundred pounds in weight.
and which, in regard to unshipment, must necessavily be carrvied on the
backs of the persons employed in handling the ssme. {Anpendix J)
CONTINUOUS CERTIFICATE OF DISCHARGE TO CHINESL

SEAMEN

The visws of the Chamber on new regulations mads i relation to
th. engagsment and discharge of Seamen were invited by Gevernment.

Your Clommittee approved of the enactment as they understood

tke regulations were not intended to apply to Crinese Seamen on China
{Uvast articles. (Appendix K.}

CONVENTIONS RESPECTING “COLLISIONS *° AND
CEALVAGE AT SEAY
Your Committee, at the invitation of Govermment, considered two
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International Maritime Conventions which had for their objects the
unification of certain rules of law with respect to ‘“ Balvage and assis-
tance at Sea’ and to “‘ollisions.” {(Appendix L.)
SCMATE'S ¥ RECEIPT.
Your Committee were asked by Mesgry., Jardine Matheson and Co.,

Ltd., whether a Mate’s Receint could be considered a negotiable docu-
ment, and replicd that, in their opinion, it could not. (Appendix M.)

IMPERIAL PREFERENTIAL TARIFFE,

The United Planters’ Association of Southern India courteourly
forwarded a cory of a Resolution passed at the Annual General Meet-
ing of the Association, approving of the idea of a Preferential Tariff
throughout the Empire. (AppendizN))

THE OPIUM QUESTION.

Correspendence was received relative to the wrongful restriztione
rlaced upon the Opiumn trade in Foochow. Cons'deratls correspondence
with regard to the cld difficulties in Canfon passed between Messra.
David Sassoon and Co., Ltd., Messrs. E. D. Sassoon and Co., and the
Colonial Secretary, and was f\. rwarded to the Chamber for information.
Correspondence also took placs in earnection with the prohibition of
entry into China of Persion and Turkich Opium,.. (Appendix P.

OLAYTONNISING OF SHIFS AND TRANSFERENCE OF GOODS
BY RAT-FEEE LIGHTERS.

The views of the Chamber on the subject of requiring transference
of Geods to ke made by rat-free lighters to meet the reguirement of the
Philiprines snd Netherlands-India Governments were requssted by (ov-
ernment. Your Committee replied that in their opinion the proposal
was quite vnworkable, as the lighters in use in the Colony were for the
racet part Chinese Cargo boats, which were constantly alongside jetties,
river and coasting steamers, and other craft, receiving and discharging
goods. (Appendix 8.)

LIGHT ON EAPSING ISLAND.

‘t'he Light on Kansing Island, for which your Committee has long
agitated, is now being erscted by Government. (Appendixz T,

ONE BOTITOM LAW.

A copy of an interssting Jespatch by H. B. M. Consul General at
Manila to Sir E. Grey, on the subject of the working of the One
Bottom Law in the Philinpines, was courteously forwarded by Govern-
ment for the information of the Chamber, (Appendix U.)

JURY SERVICE.
Your Committee was apmoached by the Agent of the Compagnie

des AvL,sswgel ies Maritirae with a view to obtaining ihe support of the
Chamber in his request to the Chief Justice, that his Ghipping Clerk ke

exempted from Jury Service on account of his dulies.
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The Chief Justice, in a letter to the Chairman of the Chamber aug-
vested that the Chamber should petition Government in the interests
of the commercial community, and ssek to obtain an order in Council
giving the Chief Justice authority to exempt on good cause shewn,

Your Committee considered it undesirable to make any change in
the existing procedure. (Appendix V.)

LECTURES ON THE RESOURCES OF THE PHILIPPINES,

The Chamber was notifed that a serizs of Tiectuves on the Resources
o the P ilinvines would he ziven by Dr. Paul €. Freer, Dirvector of the
Buress of Ssience, and his Staff at Manila, and deslegates from your
Ckamber were kindly invited to atitend. (Appendix Y.)

LOSSES SUSTAINED BY LOCAL FIRM THROU.;H THE

' CHINESE REVOLUTION.

Messrs. A. 8. Watson snd Co., Ltd, having sustained losses at
Ha}"ko-1r ar}d Ching‘?{onq dﬂ?;nﬂf ﬂ!e R’-V\"_\j_lt,-’)n tomaw]w]_ a statement

nf their losses to the Colonial Sezrctary, and a copy thereof to the
Chamber.

Yeur Committee suesssted that the elaim sliould be made through
H. M’s. Minister at Peking. (Aprendix Al)
QUESTION OF SUGGESTED RESEMBLANCE BETWEEN TWO
TRADE MARKS.
The Chamber’s assistance was invoked by the Registrar of Trade

*arks in cenpn-oetion with a dispute as to a suggested resemblance
between two trade marks.

A Bub-Cemmittce was annocinted to advise the Registrar and therr,
veport was eventually forwarded to him. (Appendiz A2.)

NEW COMPANIES’ ORDINANCE.

Fenrescnbations were mads to your Committee regarding the great
neessxity obtaining for the hatter contrel of Joint Stock Uompanies of
wholly or practically wholly Chinese or Burasian Membersaip.

Your Committee addressed the Government fully on the subject,
and made saveral snggestions which are at the moment receiving atten-
tien. (Appendix A3)

ROND FOR USE IN ARBITRATION.

The form of Bond adorted by your Committee for use in Arbitra
tivns referred to the Chamber is included in this report.

Tt should be rointed out that the $1,000. menticned therein does not

equire to be dencsited.—It begomes payable only upon a breach oithe
Bond (Appendix AS5.)

[31]
MEMBERSHIP.

puring the year under review, The National Bank of China,
Limited, and the Hongkong and China Shoe Factory, L.mited, went
into Liguidation, and Messrs. Dady Burjor and Co., went into bank-
ruptey. 'The firm of Messrs. . 5. hadoorie and Co. was dissolved, and
The Uriental Browery Co., Ltd., resigned.

Messrs Schuldt and Co’s. business was taken over by Messrs. Cazl
Fodiker and (6., and the firm o/ Messrs, Robitsek and Res was acquir-
ed by Messrs. Bume and Reif.

The Committee desive to place on record their great regret at the
death of Sir Hormusjee Mody, whose Mewmbership of the Uhamber dated
back to the year 1893

Mr. Ferd. Bornemann has been placed on the list ot firms, whilst
Messrs. Vernon and Smyth has been plazed on the list of individual
Members, in the name of Mr. Frank Smyth.

During the year, and since the Ist January, 1912, the tollowing firms
were elected Members, and their election requires the usual confirma-
tron at the Annuual Meeting.

Messrs. Arculli Bros.

Messrs. Carl Bodiker and Co.

Messrs, The Nestle’s Anglo Swisz Milk Co., London.
Messrs. Moxen and Taylor.

Messrs. Thomas Cook and Sous.

Messrs, Garner Quelch and Co.

Pne number of Members on the roll stands to-day at 145, consisting
of 126 firms, and 19 individual Members.

COMMITTEE.

Vuring the gear Messis. Henry Keswick and W. Logan. resigned,

' thelr vacancies being filled by Hon. Mr. C. H. Ross, and Mr, E. Shellim.

Barly in the spring, Mr. J. W. C. Bonnar leit the Uocleny on home
leave, his place being taken by Mr. (. G. Mackie. Mr. Tonnar has
rejoined the Committee since his return to the Colony .

The Hon. Mr. E. A, Hewett, C.M.G., Messrs. G. H, Medhurst,
F, H. Armstrong, G. ¥riesland, H. W. Robertson, H. A. Siebs, and
N. J. Btabb, served throughout the year.

FINANCES.
Your Committee are pleased to be able to report that, notwith-
standing increased lxpenditure inBent and Cost of Pmnhnrr Annuoal
Report, the Accounts shew a Surplus of $519.01.




income and Expenditure Account for the Year ended 3Ist December, 18II.

EXPEN DITURE & 3 INCOME. $ §
S i e leriont 1,565.67 By Members® Subscriptions:—
t’arz S ey e ”’fol 00 197 Birmas 85000 . .. ooeeoriss seennsiioriiisints 6,359.00
s Ralary ... 1,200.00 19 Tndividuals at $20.00......ccereeeesinns voees 420.00
nts Wages 281.00 6,770.00
AR e e s S e I A0.00 Tt ] gﬂfbrk%g{eporl Sales £59.93
L = 1 3,106, ., Survey Fees Collected 2,859.00
et Report—Cost of Pablication .....,.ccceenee... 689.66 A 1 ¢
e e e 110.00 :: Ilﬂglr)jst]?fport Boglkebulest ity i, it uaisnags 1.50
al Report 1911—Agreed Cost .....coevviiiicieenn. 640.00 ,_ Hongkong Hotel Debentures . 480.00
Paid to & _750.00 Hongkong Club Debentures.. 480.00
al toT NEVEROPa e . o SRl il B SR 2,369.00 Hongkong and Sh&ﬂghdl e
s and Newspapers ... 180.71 Account . 61.99
ing, Advertising and ‘\mtmne:y . 302.95 3 1,021.99
et and Betiier il i s smen it st 360.01 s Miscellaneots ReceiPs ..vververrseresereessaressnsasees i
SN e R L 81.60
ll*xpensec 3 71.00
eciztion of F urmiuw —‘?( / on ws.;z ...... 135.14
Debts Written offi—
Aarket Report .. 10.79
nnual Report HOOK N8Y68 wivsontarss isanias tones 6 00
T 16.79 |
11,003.53
\NOF—SURPLUS OF INCOME oVER EXPEN-
TURE TRANSFERRED TO BALANCE SHERLT. | 519.01
! $11,582554 ‘ $11,582.54
Balance Sheet at 31st December, I811.
LIABILITIES. \ ¢ 1 : ‘ ASSETS. 3 §
CRETTTO RIS N R T s | 1,248.47 | Pixwacie Rock Founp:—
.E Rocx Fuxp:— 1 7 Hongkong Hotel Debentures .............ccovvune 3,500.00
15t December, 1910 . e e Ly g Hongkong and “hdngha.l Bank—Fixed Deposit
y Interest on 7 Hontrl‘_ong Haotel 6 S S L e T e e e e s e e 2,500.00
) e e RS, ol A B e S 210.00 Hongkong and Shfmghai Bank—Current Account|
Interest on Hongkong and L'h,m,r,ghzn Bank e P e s 424.47
(CUYTEnE A CEOUD S v wias bt e msvsaaanss 1.22 — 6,424.47
Interest on Fixed Deposit of $1,800 at GENERAL Funps:—
Aref 5y : 81.00 16 Hongkong Club Debentures at 6°/, ..o.oovevee.n. 8,000.00
Interest on I‘1xed Depns1t of ‘[.MOO at 4 /“ 16 Hongkong Hotel Debentures at 6 °/° 8,000.00
pa. 4th February to 3lst December, —————|  16,000.00
B e A e S 924.48 FuRNITUTRES, FITTINGS, BETC:— l
6,474.47 AT Doremiber; 10D mr s cereaarn s aeenrereies 657.72
NG AN SHANGHAT BANK:— . Additions during the year w..iccoiainiiiiiiisena 18.00
h overdrawn on Current ACCOUNE .....o.eeeanns 404.78 e — —
I ACCOUNT:— 675.72
MspiDepembertdGI0i o0 e s 15,366.95 LEss Depreciation at 20 %/, P civnreensreieeronesnnss 136.14
p Surplus of Income over Expenditure—As 540.58
T T 5 e L R S 519.01 .
1 15,885.96 | Suxpry DEBTORS :— 1,088.63
\
\
|
| = ; 1,
24,053.68 | 24,053.68
I
e | —

E. A M. WILLIAMS,
¥ 4 S
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1
RED SIGNALS USED IN THE LOCAL SYSTEM OF
STORM WARNINGS,
Colonial Secretary’s Office, Hongkong,
" 15th November, 1911.

Bir,—I am directed to forward for the consideration of your Committes
copy of minutes by the Director of Observatory dated the 21st September,
1610 and the 6th ultimo, by the Registrar General dated the 21st ultimo,
and by the Harbour Master dated the 25th ultime.

2. Commander Beckwith has expressed the opinion that the local
“red symbols” by day and the “green lights”” by night as a typhoon
warning are detrimental to shipping, and useless to this port. On the
other hand Mr. Figg thinks it would be unwise at present to dispense with
the red signals, while the Chinese, whom the Registrar General consult-
ed, were unwilling to talke upon themselves the responsibility of making
any recommendation. Tn these circumstances His Excellency the Gover-
nor will e glad to learn, whether, in the opinicn of your Committee, it is
desirable to make any change in the storm-warnings now in use.—I am,
Sir, your obedient servant,

A, W. BREWIN, Colonial Secretary.
The Secretary,
Hongkong General Chamber of Commerce.

The Colonial Secretary, —The present system of signals was adopted
on the report of a committee appointed by the Government in February,
1907. This report was submitted to the Chamber of (ommerce who
approved it (In 10118/06).

The matter is one of some difficulty and, in my opinion, requires very
careful consideration before the course suggested by ‘“Taxpayer’ is
adopted. I attach some correspondence which passed between the Hon.
Mr. Osborne, Secretary of the Hongkong and Kowloon Godown Co., and

myself in 1807. This shows that the interest of those concerned are not
identical.

My own views are given in a minute dated 21/9/10 paragraphs 1 and 2
(in 10119/06) and ab the present time I see no reason to change the opinion
expressed therein,

It may be of interest to give dates and times when red signals have
been hoisted this year. They are as follows:—

Sunday, July 2, 6.0p—Monday, July 3rd., 510 a,
Saturday, July 15, 9.10a—6.30¢.

Tuesday, Aug. 1, 8.30p—Wednesday, Aug. 2, 5.0p
Saturday, Aug. 26, 6.0p—Sunday, Aug. 27, 8.45a

oo

9, 20,,
22 2] 30 2]
14 E3] 45 Eh]

]

11hrs. 10m., -
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Sunday, Sept, 17, 11.55a—9.40p = 9, 4?,,
Thursday, Sept, 28, 10.0a—4.0p e B g Oy

The total time during which red signals have been 'hoisted is thu‘Bd
734 hours, of which only 404 hours were daylight or working hours, or if
Sundays be excluded, 29 hours.

8d. F. . FIGG, Director of Observatory, 6/10/11,

Hon, Colonial Secretary,—With reference to the discussion before
His Excellency on the 19th instant, I am of an opinion that at _present, 1t
would be unwise to dispense with the Red Signals, more particularly in
view of the typhoons which reach the China Sea via the Biashee and
Balingtang Channels. Such disturbances are usually da.r_xgerous to i}he
south coast of China, and occasionally they move at the hlgh_speed of 15
miles per hour, and increase greatly in depth during their progress.
Provision must be made for such cases. Using the 300 miles limit (Blark
signal) and the above rate of progression the centre of a disturbance,
if moving directly towards the Colony, would arrive in 20 hours, and I am
credibly informed that it takes 12 hours to gef lighters, ete., into s:helter.
Tn this connection the chance of a signal being first hoisted at nightfall
must also be taken into account, as I take it darkness adds considerably
to the difficulty of sheltering.

When wireless apparatus is installed at Pratas we shall know more
about the position, intensity, speed, etc., of such disturbances, and the
question of digpensing with the red signals might then be discusggd.
The government may also be able to induce the Chinese authorities
to install wireless at Chelang Point or connect it with their telegraph
system. Observations from thence would be particularly valuable
when used in conjunction with those made here and at Pratas.

I have heard that the Chinese aunthorities have a scheme for
installing a wireless apparatus at Yu ling-kang, south-west of Hainan,
which I believe is a Custom examination station for native craft reaching
Chinese Serritory from the southward and westward. If observations
could be obtained from thence by this means and the Hoihow observa-
tions be promptly forwarded, the periods of time which it would be
necessary to keep typhoon signals hoisted in Hongkong would be much
reduced.

2. Messages sent out in the evening giving later information with
regard to typhoons (such a message was sent out on the evening of
318t Augush last), than that contained in the C.C. Meteor. Register, are
telegraphed to the Harbour (Office where copies of the message are
made and posted at the various notice boards. I suggest that when
signals are hoisted in the Colony and additional information can be sent
out in the evening, copies of the message should be sent also to the
following places: Hongkong hotel, Hongkong Club, lower Tram terminus
(2 copies) of which one should be forwarded to the Upper Terminus by the
Tramway authorities,

3
A

Messages considered ‘“‘Urgent’”’ are already sent vo the Police for
distribution and such messages, I understand, reach residents at the
Peak.

8d. F. G. FIGG, Director of Observatory, 21/9/10.

‘Hon. Colonial Secretary,—1 was directed to ascertain the views of
bne Ginuese more unmedlately interested in the question whether the red
typhoon signals should be hoisted or not. 1 thought it was no use
consulting the cargo-boat people; it is apparent that ciiey attach their
own value to these gignals, Sometimes if the Iocal weather indications are
not vhreatening, they take no immediate notice of them ; at other times
they seek refuge at once. All they ask for is ample warning, and that 1s
all wney could have told me. I took the opportunity of last District
Watchmen Committes meeting, to invite the opinion of members, among
svhom are comprised three or four immediately and largely interested in
shipping. 'There was some debate, but the unanimous opinion was that
members could not take upon themselves the responsibility of making
any reccismendation on such a technical subject, especially where
buman life was involved ; they understood that the signals were not
hoisted unless the observatory thought Hongkong might be affected, and
that being so they thought the propriety of hoisting the signals or not
should be left to the Director of the Observatory. One member pointed
oub that the signals were repeated in Canton (I do not know if this is so0)
and that the river steamers leaving Canton for Hongkong ought to have
as early notice as possible of any local disturbance.

A. W. BREWIN, Registrar General.
October 21, 1911

Hon, Colenial Secretary,—Although I quite recognise the Director of
Observatory’s long experience, some 29 years of typhoons, my 5 years
in Hongkong has been in close touch with shipping and this gives me
the courage of my opinion.

The highest rate of progression of the centre of a typhoon towards
the Colony is given as 15 miles per hour, so that after a Black Signal has
heen hoisted there would be approximately 20 hours before the arrvival
of the centre; and generally speaking some 16 hours before the roughness
of the sea and force of wind would be such as to interfere with native
erait, lighters, etc., being towed into the various shelters.

I agree with Director of Observatory that 12 hours would be required
for a large firm like the Hongkong and Kowloon Wharf and Godown
Co., to get all their various plant into shelter. But I understand that as
things are to-day, this Company do not depend on the Red Signals, being
themselves in direct communication with Manila, and act on this in
conjunction with the advice given by Mr, Unsworth, Master Mariner,
Chief Berthing Master, who is their technical expert and has had.a leng
experience of Hongkong and its typhoon,
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L quite recognise the value of the information to ships leaving that a
storm is situated in the Bashee or Balingtang Channels, but I submit
that this information could be given from this Office to all Masters
clearing without hoisting a Red Signal, which only alarms the native
craft, and generally delays the work of the Port, although the weather is
then fine and the sea smooth.

T may state that my views on this matter are shared by a number of
practical men who have long experience in this Harbour.

C. W. BECKWITH, Harbour Master.
October 25, 1811.

Hongkong General Chamber of Commerce,
Hongkong, 7th December, 1911,

Bir,—I am in receipt of your letter of 15th November, 1811, (No.
10119/06) enclosing copy of minutes by the Director of the Ubservatory,
the Registrar General and the Harbour Master on the question of the
advisability, or otherwise, of dispensing with the local “red symbols” by
day and “three green lights”’ by night, used in the local system of storm
Warnings.

My Committee have carvefully considered the matter, and are of
opinion that the signals above referred to may be dispensed with 11
the information at present conveyed by them be disseminated by a special
cireular, to the cost of which the public would subscribe if the Govern-
ment so desive. Special arrangements could no doubt be made for
notifying an approaching typhoon, should this information be received
on a Sunday or public holiday.

By this means the work of the Harbour will not be unnecessarily
interfered with, and those to whom the earlier information of the
approach of a typhoon is really valuable, could obtain the circular in
question.

I am directed to ask you to be so good as to convey to His Excellency
the Governor, an expression of their thanks for referring this matter to
the CUhamber.—1 am, ete.,

E. A, M. WILLIAMS, Secretary.
The Honourable, The Colonial Secretary

Colonial Secretary’s Office,
Hongkong, 20th January, 1912.

Sir,—Referring to previous correspondence ending with your letter
of 7th December, I am directed to inform you that His Lixecellency the
Governor-in-Council has decided that pending erection of a wireless
station on the Pratas Islands the red typhoon signals should be con-
tinued.—I am, ete., : :

C. CLEMENTI, Colonial Becretary.

b

PUBLIC AND BANK HOLIDAYS.
Oolonial Secretary’s Office,
Hongkong, 13th October, 1911
Sir,—1 am directed to inform you that public and bank holidays
during 1912 will, under the law now in force, and in accordance with
the precedents of former years, be as follows:—
“1st January, Monday, (New Year’s Day).
18th February, Sunday (Chinese New Year’s Day).
10th February, Monday (Chinese New Year’s Day).

sth April, Friday (Good Friday) Easter
6th ,, Saturday 5
7th ,, Sunday (Easter Sunday). i
8th ., Monday 5

94th May, Friday (Victoria Day)

97th ,, Monday (Whitmonday).

srd June, Monday (King's Birthday)

sth August, Monday (st Monday in August).

o5th December, Wednesday (Christzaas).

26th % ‘Thursday (Boxing Day).
Therefore, excluding Sundays and counting Saturdays as half a day,
it will be seen that there is one holiday in January, one in February,
two ard a half in April, two in May, one in June, one in August and
two in December. In other words during the six months from December
to May both inclusive there are nine and a half holidays, while during
the remaining six months of the year there are only two holidays.

2, The limiting dates for the moveable holidays on the list are as
fal%mws: Ohinese New Year. 2lst January to 19th February, Easter
Sunday, 18th of March to 25th April, and Whit Monday, 11th May to 14th
of June; it will be seen therefore that the above irregularity in the
maidence of holidays during each period of twelve months must remain
constant.

2. His Txeellency the Governor believes that it will be generally
redognised that this uneven distribution of holidays in each year is
unsatisfactory, and would he glad to learn whether such is also the
opinion of vour Chamber, and. if so, whether you have any proposal to
make for the better distribution of holidays throughout the calendar
year.

4. Tt has been suggested that a holiday should be celebrated on
Mrafalear Day, October 19th, in lien of that on Whitmonday.—
I am, &ec.,

WARREN BARNES, Colonial Secretary.
The Hecretary,
The Hongkong General Chamber of Commerece.
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i tett 8t. George’s Building, Hongkong, The question rather is: «In whom should the power to alter

or substitute a Public Holiday for one of those in Section 3 be

i _‘|i|‘
i
il 7th December, 1911, i
REEen, e I should say that it should be vested as proposed in

! | !:l ) vested? ; &
?!:i;!"‘:i\! : 8ir,—I am in receipt of your letter of 13th ultimo. No. 5509/11 asking the Governor, who would never dre?m of exercising the power

i whether my Committee have any proposal to make for the better distri- waithout previously com';ultmg t‘he Community, but others may

i ; \ bution of holidays throughout the Calendar year. think differently, in which case 1t ahoulc%i ig b%r refflo}utmn of‘fh'e

N gislati neil. but tnis might be difficult when Uouncil 1s

H“‘ Hl My Committee have given this matter their careful congideration, i i;{;}g 1:111?&11:; Sr?él is ain any case %umbrous.

i !\|"i and desn'e.to remark, in reference to the suggestion of the Government i I

|;!1W | that a .hohday should be celebrated on Trafalgar Day in lieu of that an, e

LA on V\tfhxtmond_ay, that there is a strongly expressed opinion from some ' C. OLEMENTI, Colonial Becretary.
1A quarters against dropping so old established and typically English a 3 "

it il holiday as Whitmonday, with which view my Committee are in agree- TE_ Secretary, Hongkong Chamber of Commaerce.

I i
il ‘ ment.
I . e m————————.——

advantage be instituted in Qctober, and suggest the 2nd Monday in thi = {
(i month rather than Trafalgar Day , SR i i e
entitled

rovigion for the due observance

‘l‘. The Committee, however, believe that an extra holiday might with
Il

w\l‘_ i The Committee further bewg to snggeSt that the 9th November be
An Ordinance to make p

' |‘i3I | ‘| snbstituted for the 24th M shini :
i ! Q d ay, thus comhining the commemoration of the :
!;.'1.“‘:“ : l};u*thdays of our lat‘e Quee'n and King. With regard to this proposal, of Genera],. Public and Bank I-:Iohdays and to amend _
I i I Ll owever, my Comimittee think it would be preferable if, instead of fixing and consolidate the law relating to the same.
| ( l‘!| f:i;: 1 g;iegihe léiz(émber ag the recognised holiday, the Monday nearest to this Be it enacted by the Governor of Hongkong, with
I (i ‘ ' : islative Council there-
Al il . { the advice and consent of the Legislative
."I ‘ r‘omrIe a{{n gf}‘e&?];‘ce.d by my Committee to ask you to be so good as to ’ of, as follows:— Short title
| .‘g',ll.i‘ t‘ ¢ ¥ f’fn is Excellency the Governor their appreciation of the oppor- 1. This Ordinance may be cited as the Holidays
A -‘i.'l-‘l [ unity afforded them of offering suggestions on this matter.—I am, ete ! Ordinance, 1912
(AR &) - .
N A : N . i
i | h!‘ s N E. A, M. WILLIAMS, Secretary, 2. In this Ordinance:— e s
L 0 ic - : :
“ i I i sl e n B « Public Holiday "’ means a day which (subject
1w I SR to the provisions of section 5) shall be kept
”.'.“i Colonial Secretary’s Office, as a holiday by all educational establish-
| ! fi‘. | Hongkong, 13th January, 1912. ments, x;ublic offices and (Government de-
| ‘il‘llM : blr,_—In continuation of previous correspondence numbered 5,509/11, partments. :
i H| I am dl_rected‘ to forward for the consideration of your Chamber draft « General Holiday”’ means a day which (sub-
i | :l of a Bﬂlwenmtled: A{l Ordinance to make provision for the due obser. ject to the provisions‘of section 5) shall be
Il vance of General Public and Bank Holidays and to amend and consoli- a ‘dies non’ and which shall be kept as a
date the law relating to the same. | holiday by all banks, educational establish-
2. I am to enquire with reference to Section 3 (3) whether your menshe, puklicl Bfistd dnd, UoremmentSe-
Chamber congiders there should be two holidays at Chinese New Year PRitments: General.
ﬁr only one, and whefher, in the event of the Chinese New Year heing 3 The following days shall be general holidays:—  Holidoys
J::‘:::;tter 1;rlfla.de hto ]é:x)];nclde with the solar new year, 1e., the 1st (1.) Every Sunday. .
nuary, there shou iti 3 e $ ’
She e e any additional holiday in lieu ot those which (2.) The 1st day of January, or if that day
3 With ref : should be a Sunday, then the following day.
' eference to Section 7, I am to communicate the following (3.) Chinese New Year’s Day, or if that day

minute of His F ;
¥ TElEnep. - Gorermini; ghould be a Sunday, then the tollowing day.
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li (4.) Good Friday. b
“ : (5.) Easter Monday. ‘
' (6.) Whit Monday. 3
(7.) The first Monday in August.

(8.) The second Monday in October.

: (9.) The Monday which falls on or nearest to
. the 9th day of November.
(10.) Christmas Day.

(11.) The 26th of December, or if that day should ) HONGKONG GENERAL CHAMBER !
i be a Sunday then the following day. 4 MERGE :
a i“ | (12.) The Birthday of His Majesty the King un- OF COM ! '
I less it shall be ordered by the Governor, by -
l‘ | an Order published in the  Gazette,”” that . Hoveroxne, 8th August, 1912.

His Majesty’s Birthday is to be kept on
some other day, and then, such other day.
4, The following ‘day shall be a public holiday:—

11N Public Holi-
days,
I
|

{1 Empire Day, that iy to say, the 24th day of May rin: i,
| I ,‘\! \|“5' or if that day should be a Sunday then the ) swoekueith B
“.I I ‘ | following day. ' T beg to hand you herewith, for your )
(i Power to fudi . i f this
"‘M" ; T b. The Governor may niake regulations excluding ding the ehief proceedings o
|“ i‘ | }310“15;;;%:‘}0%- in whole or in part from the operation of sections 3 and copy of the Report recor g
'f ‘II ih i obuervance 4 any public office or Government department, 1 Ghamber during the year 1911

i i and Publie

Holidays by

i : of General
‘ public offices

. Kindly acknowledge receipt.
! und Govern- :
| ‘ ment Depart.

ments. : 1 am, dear Sir,
bl f{ftﬂeéilﬁffﬁ’lﬁ 6. Subject o the provisions of section 14 of the
!',.’ (il norTepent®  Bills of Exchange Ordinance, 1885, as amended
1"i§! abloso by this Ordinance it shall not be necessary for any E. A. M, WILLIAMS,
h| on & general person to make any payment or to do any
[ telidas: other act, including noting or protesting, relating fo
‘! i.;'l any negotiable instrument on a general holiday, but

I : all obligation to make such payment or to do any such

Yours faithfully,

Secretary.

I other act shall apply to the next following day not being
A | itself a general holiday,
‘ | Power of the

\

|

|

(

Il Goviiaotta 7. It shall be lawful for the Governor by notifica-
| Hiil"| onot tion in the “ Gazette’ to appoint any day to be ob-
i :

served as a general or as a public holiday in addition
to or in substitution for any day mentioned in section

i Definition.
i 3 or in section 4 and thereupon the provisions of this
‘ "“p”\ il Ordinance shall apply to such added or substituted n
|§i‘3w!‘i‘g day and shall cease to apply to any day for wnich
1‘ 'i‘:‘ :W" ‘ Tab b another has been so substituted. 1
‘_'T',Hljf‘!.ir‘ .;\‘E%Zde e 8. (1.) The Public Holidays Ordinance, 1875, (as
| I ]

amended by the Executive Council Relief of Duties
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Ordinance, 1910), and the Victoria Day Ordinance,
1903, are hereby repealed.

(2) The Bills of Exchange Ordinance, 1885, is
hereby amended as follows:—

(a.) in section 2 thereof by the insertion after
the definition of “ Delivery '’ of the words
“‘General Holiday’ has the same mean-
ing as in the Holidays Ordinance, 1912.”

(b.) in sub-section (2) of section 13 therecf by
the addition after the word ' Sunday ”’ of
the words ““ or any other general holiday.”

(c.) by the deletion of the provisoes (a) and
(b) to section 14 thereof and by the sub-
gtitution therefor of the words:—

“ Provided that when the last day of
grace is a general holiday other than Sun-
day, Christmas Day or Good Friday, or
when the last day of grace and also the
second day of grace are general holidays
the bill is due and payable on the succeed-
ing business day and provided also that
when the last day of grace falls on a Sun-
day, Christmas Day or Good Friday
which is not immediately preceded by
another General Holiday the bill is due
and payable on the preceding business

day.
(d.) in sub-section (4) of section 51 by the
insertion after the word ° Ordinance ™

of the words “and of the Holidays Ordi-
nance, 1912.7 7

(e.) in sub-section (2) of section 92 thereof bv
the deletion of the words ** Sundays and
public holidays and bank holidays within
the meaning of these terms as used in the
Holidays Ordinance, 1875, and by the
substitution thereof of the words ‘‘gen-
eral holidays.”

(8) The Supreme Court (Vacations) Ordinance,
1808, is hereby amended as follows:—

(a.) by the repeal of section 2 thereof and by
the substitution thereof of the following
section :—

‘9. In this Ordinance:—

Definition.
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¢ Public Holiday’ and ‘General

the Bills of Exchange Ordinance. Clause 8 effects
Holiday’ have the meanings the necessary repeals and modifications in other

|
|
| respectively assigned to such Ordinances.
' : C. G. ALABASTER.

ssions by the Holidays
oy . 4 Attorney General.

Ordinance, 1912.”

(b.) in section 5 and also in section 10 thereof
by the insertioniin each case of the words Hongkong General Chamber of Commerce,

“ General Holidays ’’ and after the words 92nd January, 1912.

| ““ 2 .
il [ ' - EREOH o Sir,—Your letter of the 13th inst. (No. 5,509/1910) on the subject of

Il }‘l‘ Objects and Reasons. Public and Bank Holidays has been laid before my Committee, and I
I i - ing observations th :
i Under Ordinance No. @ of 1875 all public holidays am now directed to make the following observations thereon

_ are bank holidays and there are also certain days

With reference to :Pa,ragraph 2, my Committer consider that there
should be two holidays at Chinese New Year.

In the event of the Chinese adopting the Gregorian Calendar, the
first two working days in January should, they think, be holidays.

. which are bank holidays only. It is sometimes desir-
able to have a holiday for public and educational
institutions which is nevertheless not a bank holiday,
Ll ‘i and again it is sometimes desirable to have a holiday
i for educational establishments which is not a holiday
'.“ , for banks or public institutions. Moreover, section 7
‘"{\ ' ' of Ordinance No. 2 of 1875 appears in some measure
([ to conflict with section 14 (1) (a) of Ordinance No. 3
‘g ' of 1885. It has recently been decided with the .
il approval of the Chamber of Commerce, which con- :
'H sulted the Banks, no longer to treat Victoria Day or
- Empire Day as it will in future be called, as a Bank

| Holiday and to have instead two new holidays on g ) ]
Mt \ Mondays in October and November respectively. 1t is within the recollection of the Committee that a Public

It ‘.’ This arrangement distributes the bank holidays more Holiday was declared by a former Governor of the Colony without
{ e evenly throughout the year and provides for the due reference to the Executive Council, and that this created a certain
i recognition of the Birthday (November the 9th) of his amount of dissatisfaction among the commffrcia,l community, as the
| late Majesty King Edward VII. At the same time holiday was found to be unsuitable commercially.
‘: Empire Day will be preserved as a holiday for public ‘l'urning to the Draft Bill:—

and educational institutions. Clause 2 of the Bill .
(1 gives a definition of Public Holidays which excludes, Section 3 (10), Christmas Day.—

With regard, however, to the opinion expressed in the preceding
paragraph, my Committee consider that, before legislating for the
additional holiday, 1t wouldl he advisable to wait until a definite
decision iz arrived at by the Chinese with regard to discontinuing to
observe Chinese New Year.

With regard to Paragraph 8, containing a minute by H.E. the
Governor, the Committee respectfully suggest that, as a matter of
principle, the power to alter or substitute a holiday should be vested
in the Governor in Council.

and a definition of General Holidays which includes,
Bank Holidays. Clauses 3 and 4 set out these holi-
days and Clause 7 which is based on section 8 of
Ordinance No. 2 of 1875 enables the Governor to alter
them by notification in the ‘“Gazette.””  Clause 5
which is based on section 3 of the last mentioned
Ordinance enables the Governor by Regulations to
exclude public offices or Government departments
from enjoying all or any such holidays. Clause 6 is
based on sections 5, 6 and 7 of the said Ordinance
and avoids the apparent conflict with section 14 of

My Committee suggest that the wording should be:  Christmas
Day, or if that day should be a Sunday, then the following day,”” thus
providing against the loss of a holiday, i.e., in the event ot this holiday
faling on a Sunday, Monday would be observed in substitution and
Tuesday in place of Boxing Day.

1 am directed by my Committee to ask you to be good enough to
convey to H.E. theGovernor an expression of their thanks for the
opportunity afforded them of commenting on this subject,—I am, etec.,

E. A. M. WILLIAMS, Secretary.
The Honourable, The Colonial Secretary.




e e o T e e e e e e S

12

| &

SMUGGLING OF SALT INTO CANTON.

4th October, 1911,

Dear Sir,—We beg to draw your Commitee’s attention, with a view
to their addressing the Clovernment on the subject, to the hardships
and difficulties which surround our trade as the owners of steamers
running between this port and Canton, owing to the attitude, not
annaturaily jperbaps, assumed by the Imperial Maritime Custom:s
regarding the smuggling of salt by our vessels to Canton.

For your information we would state all river steamers tradircg
between these two points are granted what are known as Special River
Privileges, entitling steamers to enter and clear from the port of Cavton
between certain hours.

Owing to the prohibitive price levied by the Government Salt Monoe--

polists of the neighbouring Province on salt for some years past, the
question of smuggling by Chinese of this article into Canton by means
of our steamers has assumed serious proportions. In spite of every
precaution taken by us and the preventive staff of the Imperial Mari-
time Custom, smuggling is ever increasing. Towards the end of the
year 1888 we, with the object of endeavouring to put a check to the
smuggling of salt or opiam, instituted and paid for a preventive stalf
of our own, consisting of some seven men, under a foreign supervisor.
This expensive staff boards and searches all our steamers, and takes all
such measures as suggest themselves to prevent or detect smuggling.
During each voyage of our vessels to Canton, a thorough search for
contraband is instituted by the ship’s officers, and any unmanifested or
contraband goods seized are handed over to the Imperial Maritime
Customs. From tinie to time when smuggled salt or other dutiable
goods or contraband have heen digeovered by the Customs at Canton
the withdrawal of the Special River Privileges to the Companies has
been threatened. Besides the withdrawal of these privileges the Com-
panies are exposed to all the penalties in force in the port of Canton
if smuggled goods are found on our vessels. As you may be aware,
these penalties are drastic involving prohibition to trade in Chinese
ports, heavy fines, and even confiscatien of vessgels.

As the law of the Oolony stands at present, if smuggled salt is found
on board our vessels at Hongkong, and the offence traced, the Com-
panies cannot prosecute the offenders for the reason that there is no
regulation for the prevention of such smuggling, or law for punishment
of the cffence. We are aware that the bulk of the salt smuggled is
carried out by Chinese passengers, members of organised bauds of
smugglers, assisted by boat people and members of our steamers’ crew
who place the article on board from native boats as the steamers leave
the Clompanies’ wharf at Hongkong. The attention of the police has
been repeatedly ealled to the matter, but no action has heen taken by
them, nor has any assistance ever heen received from them to stop a
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traffic that is working against our interests, presumably because they
are not empowered to take acbion.

We shall be glad if you will assist us by addressing the Government
with a view of causing such amendments to be made in the Hongkong
jaw as may be thought necessary and effectual, and granting us that
protection in our business which we submit we are justified in asking
for,—We are, &c.,

W. E. OLARKE.
Secretary, Hongkong, Canton and Macao Steamboat Co., Lid.
BUTTERFIELD & SWIRE,
Agents, China Navigation Co., Ltd.
The Secretary, Hongkong General Chamber of Commerce,

Hongkong, l4th December, 1911

Dear Sir,—Referring to your letter of 4th October, 1911, and your
subsequent request, for our opinion as to the measures which it would be
necessary to take in order to effectively protect us, and for which we
feel justified in asking, the following are the steps which the Hongkong
Uovernment might be requested to take:—

(a) To empower the Police to arrest salt gmugglers, and—
() To legislate for punishment of the latter when convicted.—

We are, &ec.,
W. E. CLARKE,

fecretary, Hongkong, Canton and Macao 8.B. Co., Ltd.

BUTTERFIELD AND SWIRE,

Agents, China Navigation Co., Ltd
The Secretary, Hongkong General Chamber of Commerce,
Hongkong General Chamber of Commerce,

Hongkong, 22nd January, 1942,

8ir,—I have the honour to enclose copies of two letters whicin have
heen received by this Chamber from Messrs. Butterfield and Swire,
Agents, China Navigation Co., Ltd., and Capt. W. E. Clarke, Sec,
Hongkong, Canton and Macao Steamboat Co., Ltd., on the subject of
the smuggling of Salt into Canton by vessels trading from this port.

These two letters will place you in full possession of the facts, and
my Committee therefore content themselves with expressing thelr
entire sympathy with owners of such vessels who experience consider-
able hardship and difficulty in plying their trade with Canton, from the
absence of a law empowering the arrest and conviction of persons
caught in the nefarious trade of Salt smuggling.

My Committee commend this subject to the earnest consideration

of H.H. the Governor, and trust that he will see his way to introduce a
Bill m the Legislative Council with the view to removing effectually
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the ground of complaint and affording the necessary provection to
owners of veasels plying to Canton.—I am, ete.,

E. A M. WILLIAMS, Secretary.
The Honourable The Colonial Secretary.

Colonial Secretary’s Office, Hengkong.
1st February, 1512,

Sir,—Your letter of 22nd January on the subject of the smuggling
of salt into Canton by vessels trading from this port has been laia
befare‘the Governor, and I am directed to niorm you that His Excel-
lency is not aware of any instance in which one country makes it an
pffence to break the law of another country by committing an act which
is no offence in the country in which 1t is committed. When a country
desires another to assist it in enforcing the law, the matter is made the
subjeet of a treaty, and reciprocity in some form is demanded unless
such a request is gramted from motfives of morality, as in the

case of Opium Agreement between Hongkong and China. But in the

tase of salt there is no ground for action.

.H.is Excellency, therefore, fails to see why a new offence involving
additional calls on the Police should be created in this Colony in order
to enforce a.  Chinese law of prohibition which is inoperative
het‘_e. The matter iz clearly one which must be dealt with by the
authorities at the port of destination.—I am, ete,

‘ C. CLEMENTI, Colonial Secretary.

The Secretary, Hongkong General Chamber of Commerce.

Liongkong General Chamber of Commerce,
i . , 7th February, 1912.
) L:ear Sirs,—With reference to the two joint letters addressed to
this Uhamber by yourselves and Capt. W. E. Clarke, Secretary of the

Hongkong, Canton and Macao Steamboat Co., Ltd., dated respectively
4th October and 14th December, 1911, I beg to enclose for your informa-

tion & copy of this Chamber’s communication to the Government,
supporting your complaint, and a eccpy of the Colonial Secretary’s re-
ply thereto dated 1st February, 1912,

My Committee will be glad to have any comments you may desire
to offer on the Government’s reply. —I am, etc.,

E. A, M. WILLIAMS, RSecretary

Messrs. Butterfield and Swire, Agents,

China Navigation Co., Ltd.
(A similar letter was forw ardec? _t—o—(;‘;

f 'apt. W. E. Clarke, Secretar

the Hongkong, Canton and Macao Steamboat Co., Litd. e O-f
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RFFECT OF HOME STRIKES ON DELIVERY OF GOODS
IN HONGEONG.
Hongkong, 8th September, 1911.

Dear Sir,—We beg to inquire if we are right in assuming that as
the outcome of Strikes at Home, your various Members have received
advices that shipment of goods has been thereby delayed. If so we beg
to suggest that it will be to the interest of your Members if a joint
civcular be sent to the various Chinese Dealers by the European
Importing Houses, This, we think, will have more effect than individual
representations, regarding the causes of goods arriving late,

Awaiting the favour of your advices,—We are, &e.,

BRADLEY AND CO.

The Secretary, The Hongkong General Chamber of Commerce.

.

Hongkong General Chamher of Commerce,
Hongkong, 7th October, 1911

Dear Sirs,~1 am in receipt of your letter of 7th September, 1911,
on the subject of the delay to shipments consequent upon the recent
strikes at Home, and suggesting that concerted action should be taken
by the FEuropean Importing Houses to inform Chinese dealers of the

causes of such delay.

My Committee have carefully considered your letter, and have come
to the conclusion that the matter is one which can better be dealt with
by individual representations by firms to their Chinese dealers than
by a joint circular from importers,--Yours, &c.,

E. A. M. WILLIAMS, Secretary.
| Messrs Bradley and Company—Present. |

=

PRODUCTS OF HONGKONG EXHIBITED AT THE
I IMPERIAL INSTITUTE.
Colonial Secretary’s Office, Hongkong, 18th March, 1911.

Sir,—I am directed to forward for your information copies of a
memorandum on Products from Hongkong exhibited at the Imperial
Institute, which may prove of interest to your Committee,—I am &c.,

EDW. BULLOCK, p.p. Colonial Secretary.
The Secretary, The Chamber of Commerce.
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Memorandum on products from Hongkong exhibited at the Im-
perial Institute which are, or appecar likely to be, of comumer-
cial value in the United Kingdom.

The products referred to in the following memorandum were for-
warded to the Imperial Institute for exhibition in the Hongkong Court
by the Registrar General in the Colony, and by the Superintendent of
the Botanical and Forestry Department.

LEATHER : It is stated in the nofes accompanying the above
letters that there is a large export of cow and buffalo hides from
Kwangsi province, and that there are seven or eight Chinese tanneries
in Hongkong producing inferior leather by the use of Japanese gall
nuts. Sample No. 69 presumahly represents this leather. A market for
the raw hides, and quite probably for the leather, could be found in the
United Kingdom, where there is a large demand for hides and for cheap
leather. A large quantity of hides is of course already imported to the
United Kingdom from China, but apparently not via Hongkong.

The statements referred to above seem to indicate that there is lack
of good tanning materials in Hongkong. If this is the ecase, and 1if
there is a steady supply of hides, it might be worth while for the local
Botanical and Forestry Department to consider the question of forming
plantations of tannin-yielding plants such as divi-divi, gambier (Uncaria
Gambier) or wattle. The last mentioned tree would yield both timber
for fuel and tanning-bark. Information regarding the cultivation of
wattle is giveén in the “Bulletin of the Imperial Institute,”” Vol VI (1908),
page 157. Divi-divi is dealt with in the same publication, Vol. 1I (1904),
vage 276. Algarobilla (Caesalpinia brevifolia), seeds of which can be
supplied from the Imperial Institute, would also be worth trying in
Hongkong, Wattle and divi-divi seeds can be obtained from seedsmen
such as Messrs J. P. William and Brother, Heneratogoda, Ceylon, and
gambier seeds doubtless from the Singapore Botanic Gardens. If large
samiples of Nos. 66 “Bulfalo leather tanned in Kwangsi” and 69 “Ox
leather tanned in Hongkong’ can be forwarded to the Imperial Insti-
tute, they will be submitted to experts for valuation, and reports fuzr-
nished as to their commercial utility.

TOBACCO: With reference to sample No. 159 “selected leaves of
the best Hokshan tobacco,”” considerahle quantities of this tobacco are
already imported to the United Kingdom from Hongkong, according to
the _United Kingdom Trade Returns but much larger quantities are
recewt_sd direct from Chinese ports so that there would perhaps be some
posstbility of further development of this trade via Hongkong. There is
said to be a large and increasing market for this kind of tobacco in the
United Kingdom.

GINGER . With reference to the specimens of dry ginger Nos.
193 and 193A, no supplies of this product seem to be imported into the

E

United Kingdom from Hongkeng, though there is a large import of
preserved ginger from that Colony. 1f it seems likely that dry ginger
sould be shipped in quantity, a sample of about i4lbs. should be sent to
the [mperial Institute for valuation. The present material exhibits
sertain peculiarities, and information should be furnished as to whether
it is actually the rhizome of ‘“Zingiber officinale.”  This point is of
importance in the case of dry ginger.

RATTANS, ETC : Rattan pith similar to sample No. 194, is pro-
bably already largely imported to the United Kingdom via Hongkong,
but this cannot be definitely ascertained as the imports are not shown
geparately in the United Kingdom Trade Returns. The names of
exporters of this material in Hongkong should be supplied to the
Imperial Institute for the information of inquirers.

IRON ORE : It is stated that iron ore of good quality has been
found in large quantities in Kwangtung, and recently in the Colony ot
Hongkong. A sample of about 14lbs. of this ore should be obtained and
forwarded to the Imperial Institute for examination and exhibition,
together with any available information as to the extent and position ot
the deposits.

DYES: The leaves of ‘ Phyllanhus emblica ’* (sample No. 121), are
stated to be used to dye silk black. A sample of about 28lbs. of these
leaves should be forwarded, together with detailed information as to
the method of using the material lor dyeing silk. About 28lbs. of the
bark should also be supplied, if this product can be used in a similar
way. y

BEANS : Practically all the varieties of beans forwarded to the
Imperial Institute under the above reference would be readily saleable
in the United Kingdom. If it seems likely that any of them could be
exported in quantity via Hongkong, samples of about 14lbs. of each
variety should be forwarded to the Imperial Institute for examination
and valuation. As a guide to those interested, it may be mentioned that
smal} coloured beans suitable for feeding purposes fetch at present
about £6 per ton in the United Kingdom, whilst large white beans of
the “haricot” or “butter bean’’ types are worth up to £14 per ton.
These prices will no doubt serve to indicate whether it is worth while
to devote attention to these products in Hongkong.

~ GROUND NUT-OIL : The samples of ground-nut oil, Nos. 60 and,
938 appear to be of good quality, and if export is possible to the
United Kingdom, further samples of about 1lb. of each should be sent to
the Imperial Institute for valuation. The present value of ground-nut
oil of good quality in the United Kingdom is about £38 to £45 per ton.
The demand, however, is small.

TEA SEED OIL : There might be a market in the United King-
dom for thiz material if it can be exported, but unless the price men-
tioned, viz $15 per picul, can he materially reduced, export is impos-
sible, except perhaps, when vegetable oils are very scarce and dear in
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Burope. lnformation should be supplied as to the quantity of oil Jikely
to be available for export, and the minimum price waich would be
remunerative to shippers.

The samples of tea seed oil Nos. 155 and 1554, are not large enough
for examination and valuation, and if export is possible, further sam-
ples of about 7ibs. of each should be sent for the purpose.

TEA SEED AND CAKE : A market might also be found in the
United Kingdom for tea-seed cake, providad’t‘hey. are ava'ilable in
gnantity. The sample of tea-seed cake No. 1_28‘15 being examined. A
iurther sample of about 7lbs. of tea-seed similar to 'sample No. 259
should he forwarded to the Imperial Institute for examination.

GLUES : There is no doubt that a market can be found in the
United Kingdom for hoth cow glue and fish glue, if they can be shipped
at sufficiently low rates. A Iurther supply of about 7&18. of each of the
sample of cow glue Nos. 102 and 1024, should be forwarded _to the
Tmperial Institute, together with about 7lhs. of fish glue, for trial and
Valuation.

LACQUER : Several enquiries have been received at the Imperial
Institute for the names of firms exporting crude lacquer. It would be
useful if a list of Hongkong firms could be supplied for referenqe,
together with information regarding the prices at which the material
can be offered.

BSpecimens forwarded by the Superintendent of the Boifa.nical and
Forestry Department in which it was stated that specimens of all
the materials sent are preserved in the Colonial Herbarium for
reference under the numbers guoted.

“Amomum’’ (No. 3154). If these fruits are obtainable in quantity,
about 28lbs. should be sent to the Imperial Institute in order
that the oil may be distilled from them and compared with carda-

mom oil.

“Tai Fung Chi Yau’’ (No. 3226 ; “Pok Ho Yau”’ (No. 3227); “Ngai Yau”
(No. 3229); “U I Yau”’ (No. 3232); “Houng Mau” (No. 3236) ;“Tau
Kau Yau” (No. 3237). Information should be supplied as to the
sources of these six products, and as to whether
they can be exported, together with the name of the firm
who can supply them and the prices at which they would be offered.
A further sample of about 1lb. of each should be forwarded to
the Imperial Institute for examination.

“Camphor Oil” (No. 8231): There is a large market in the United King-
dom and Germany for camphor oil, and if the Chinese product can
be exported in any quantity via Hongkong, it would be worth
while to examine it and submit it for valuation. For this purpose
a further sample of 1lb. should be forwarded to the Imperial
Institute, together with information as to prices and the names of
firms who could export the oil.
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“Santalum sp. Oil” (No. 3230.) Particulars should be supplied as to the
source and place of manufacture of this “Sandalwood 0il.” The oil
might be saleable in the United Kingdom, and information as to
prices etc., with a further supply of 1lb., should be furnished to
the Imperial Institute.

“Rose Oil”’ (No. 8235). This oil would probably not be saleable in the
United Kingdom, but information as to its source and manufac-
ture should be sent to the Imperial Institute so that the specimen
exhibited may be properly labelled.

“Hemp Seed” (No. 3058). There is a market in Europe for this product,

and also for the cil expressed from it, and information should be
supplied as to prices, quantities available, and firms able to ex-
port. A further sample of about 7lb. of the seed, and a sample of
7lb. of the oil, should be forwared to the Imperial Institute.
Information is desired as to whether specimen No. 3132 (Agar-
leus sp.) is the same as the Japanese ‘““Shiitaki,” an edible fungus
largely used in Japan and the East.
26th January, 1911.
Hongkong General Chamber of Commerce,
Hongkong, 19th March, .
Bir,—I beg to acknowledge, with thanks the receipt of your letter of
yesterday’s date (No. 655/08) forwarding copies of a memorandum on

Products from Hongkong, exhibited at the Imperial Institute.

My Committee have read the Memorandum with interest,—

I am, &e,.

E. A. M, WILLIAMS, Secretary.

The Honourable, The Colonial Secretary.

E"

EASTER HOLIDAYS.
Secretary’s Memo te the Committee.

An inquiry has been received from the Government asking whether
the Committee have any objection to the declaration of Saturday, the
15th April, the day after Good Friday, as a Public Holiday in the
Colony. The Banks have already been approached in the matter, and
are agreeable to this. Further, an opinion is requested whether, on
general grounds, it might not be convenient to observe the day referred
to as a public holiday in every year.

Hongkong Chamber of Commerce,
: Hongkong, 81st March, 1911.

Sir,—In reply to your telephonic enquiry as to whether or not my
Committee had any objection to the declaration of Saturday, April 15th,
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4¢ a Public Holiday, I am directed to reply that tne Committes,
generally, do not hold; strong views either way, but the Chairman is
nob in favour in that the date clashes with the date of the departure of
the Tnglish Mail and affects the interests of the constituents of the
P. and O. Company.—1 have, etc.,

FE. A. M. WILLIAMS, Secretary.

The Honourable, The Colonial Secretary.

GG

CORONATION HOLIDAYS.
Colonial Secretary’s Office,
Hongkong, 7th April, 1831

Sir,—1I am directed to inform you that His Excellency the Governor
proposes to appoint Thursday, 22nd June, Corenation Day, and the day
following to be observed as Public Holidays, and I am to inquire whether
vou have any objection to offer to the proposal.

‘2. Saturday, 24th June, will be observed as a Government Holiday.
—I am, etec.,
EDW. BULLOCK, for Colonial Secretary.

The Secretary, The Chamber of Commerce.

Hongkong General Chamber of Uommerce,
Hongkong, 15th April, 1911

Sir.—T have now the hepour to reply to your Iletter of the 7th
instant (No. 3127/10) on the subject of the proposed declaration of Thurs-
day the 22nd June, Coronation \Day, andl the day fvllowing to be
observed as Public Holidays in the Colony. /

My Committee have considered the matter, and have no objection
to this proposal.

My Committe note that the 24th June will be recognised as a holiday
in Government Departments only .

I shall be glad if you will be so good as to convey to H. K. The
Governor my Committee’'s appreciation of his courtesy in referring the
matter to the Chamber.—I am, &c.,

b

E. A M. WILLIAMS, Secretary.
Hon. Mr. €. Clementi, Colonial Secretary.
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EIGHTH CONGRESS OF CHAMBERS OF COMMERCE
OF THE EMPIRE,
Oxford Court, Caunon Stréet, London, E.C.
March 31st, 1811

Dear Sir,—I am instructed by the Congress Organising Committee
to advise you that the Eighth Congress of Chambers of Commerce of the
BritishEmpire will take place in London in the summer of 1912 (probably
in June), in accordance with the preliminary announcement to that
effect inserted in the recent Report of action taken upon the resolutions
adopted by the Seventh Congress, already sent you.

From experience gained in the past, and by reason of the fact that
nearly three months are required in order that communications may be
sent out and replies received from the most distant portion of the HEm-
pire, it has been decided that the programme, in its final and dhinite
form, shall be issued from this office not later than March 1st, 1912
Chambers will thus have ample time in which to consider the resolutions
meluded therein and to instruct their delegates as to voting. 1t has
happened in the past that resolutions hiave been received at the last
moment in regard to which no opportunity had been allowed to dele-
gates to consult the organisations they represented. .t Tivws always
been. understood that Chambers have the right to submit additional
sesolutions to the President after the opening of the Congress, when
the delegates present can vote upon their admissibility ; but this rule,
in the opinion of the Committee, is only applicable to resolutions of
obvious importance to Imperial commerce which it was impossible to
include in the Programme as circulated. In other words this rule
should not be taken to apply indiscriminately fo any resolution—
possibly of purely local importance—which a delegate may desire to
move on behalf of the body he represents.

Whilst emphasising the foregoing points, I may be allowed also to
remind you that resolntions submitted to the Congress should, as far as
possible, be such as are of direct interest to the Commerce of tne Empire
as a whole, or to a considerable porticn thereof, and not affecting only
a comparatively limited area.

The Seventh Clongress served to emphasise two points: the first, that
the number of resolutions contained in the programme precluded the
possibility of adequate discussion of each ; and the second, that the time
allocated to the business of the Congress was too short. The Committee
do not put forward any definite recommendations in this direction, but
trust at the same time that these points will be kept in mind, in
conjunection wilh the foregoing remarks as to the character and scope of
the resolutions submitted for discussion.

In conformity with the course which has been followed previously,
it is proposed to circulate, before the close of the present year, a first

draft of the programme, to be followed probably by a second draft at

an interval of a few months.

e
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The Committee, of course, realise the difficulty of deciding upon
resolutions so far ahead, but the extent of the British Empire renders it
absolutely necessary that the organisation should be taken in hand
many moenths in advance, and I am therefore to request that you will
kindly keep the matter before you with a view to submitting resolutions
ag early as you conveniently can do so.

The Committee hope to be in a position, within the next few months,
to communicate to you particulars of the general arrangements which
will be made for the Congress and the reception of the over-seas dele-
gates.—I am, &ec.,

, CHARLES E. MUSGRAVE, Secretary.
The Secretary, Chamber of Commerce. A

X

PROPOSED NEW GENERAL CUSTOMS TARIFEF OF
THE NETHERLANDS.
Colonial Secretary’s Office,
Hongkong, 14th June, 1911.
fHir,—I am directed to enclose translation of the proposed new
general Customs Tariff of the Netherlands, and to request that I may

be favoured at an early date with any observations your Chamber may
desire to make upon it.—I am &e.,

0. CLEMENTI, for Colonial Secretary.
The Secretary, Chamber of Commerce, Hongkong.

Hongkong General Chamber of Commerce,
Hongkong, 7th July, 1911.

Sir,--I am directed to acknowledge the receipt of your letter No.
3326,11 covering translation of the proposed General Customs Tariff of
the Netherlands, and to state that my Committee have ne obsarvations
tc make thereon.

T am to express the thanks of my Committee for the opportunity
afforded them.

As requested, I beg to return you the copy of the translation of the
proposed Tariff. —I am, ete.,

E., A M. WILLIAMS, Secretary.
Hon. Mr. W. D. Barnes, Colonial Secretary.
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PROCLAMATIONS BY THE COMMON WEALTH OF AUSTRALIA
UNDER THE QUARANTINE AND CUSTOMS ACT.
Commercial Commissioner in the East,

Government of the State of New South Wales,
Kobe, 15th May, 1911.

Sir,—I have the honour to submit the tollowing copies of proelamé-
tions by the Government of the Commonwealth of Australia, for the
information of the Members of your Chamber of Commerce.—1 am, &e.

J. B. BUTOR,
The Secretary, Chamber of Commerce, Hongkong. '

PROCLAMATION.

“Whereas by the “Quarantine Act, 1908, it is enacted that the
“Governor-General may, by proclamation, prohibit the importation
“into Australia of any animals or plants, or parts of animals or
“plant, and that the power of prohibition shall extend to prohibition
“generally, or with limitations, as to place and subject matter, and
“either absolutely or subject to any specified conditions ox restric-
“tions :

“And, whereas by a proclamation published in the Gazette of Ist
“October, 1910, the importation into Australia of potatoes from any
“country in which the disease “Chrysophylictis endobiotica’” is known
“to exist was prohibited, and from any other couniry, unless certain
“conditions were complied with:

“And, whereas by a proclamation published in the Gazette of
“31st December, 1910, the importation into Australia of potatoes
“in vespect of the disease caused by “Phytophthora infestans’ was
“prohibited:

“And, whereas. it is desirable to amend and consolidate the said
“proclamations:

“Now, therefore, I, Willlam FHumble, Earl of Dudley, the
“(tovernorCleneral aforesaid, acting with the advice of the Federal
“Executive Counecil, do hereby repeal the Proclamation of 1st
“QOctober, 1910, so far as it relates to the importation of potatoes
“in Australia, and I hereby repeal the Proclamation of 31zt Derem-
“her, 1910, and I do hereby prohibit the importation of potatoes from
“any country unless—

1s ‘They are accompanied by an official certificate, dated and
“signed by a responsible officer of a Government Department
“of the country of origin identifying the potatoes, specifying
“the quantity and certifying—
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(a) “That at the date of the issue of the certificate they were
‘yee from the disease caused by “Phytophthora infestans
“known as Irish Blight), and from the disease “Chrysophylictis
“gndobiotica” (known as potato canker, black scab, warty

- “disease, and cauliflower disease in potatoes);

(b) “That they were grown in the country named ;

{c) “That they were grown at least twenty miles from any place
“known, after due investigation, to be, or to have been, within
“five years infected with either of the said diseases:

(d) “That they were packed in the country of origin in clean,
new packages.

2, “The bags, crates, or other packages containing the
“potatoes are marked on the outside with the name of the
“country of origin, and with other distinguishing mark or
“‘marks. i

3) The potatoes, after being landed, are planted in quar-

“antine in an approved place, and, their cultivation, found,
“on inspection to be free from disease. '

(£)  “The importer enters into a bond in the sum of £50, con-
“ditioned that he will pay the cost of inspection of the
“potatoes and of supervision and that the potatoes and any
“parts thereof, and any crop produced therefrom, shall not be
“dug or removed from the approved place without the written
“permission of the Chief Quarantine Officer, and that he will
“oive written notice of notl less than one week to the Chiel
“Quarantine Officer of his desire to dig the potatoes.”

“Provided that the Minister may permit potatoes which
“are certificd by a Quarantine Officer to be free from disease
“to be imported under, and subject to such conditions as the
“Minister may think fit to impose, for use as food.”

Given under my Hand and the Great Seal of the Common-
wealth, this seventeenth day of March, in the year
One thousand nine hundred and eleven, and in the first
vear of His Majesty’s reign.

By His Excellency’s Command, FRANK G. TUDOR.
GOD SAVE THE KING.

Colonial Secretary.

PROCLAMATION.

: “Whereas by the “Customs Act,’” 1901-1910, it is enacted that all
“goods the importation of which may be prohibited by proclamation
“gre prohibited immnorts, and that the power of prohibiting the
”impo_rtation of goods shall authorise prohibition subject to any
“gpecial condition or restriction, and that goods imported contrary
“to any such condition or restriction shall be prohibited imports,”
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“And, whereas'it is desirable to prohibit the importation into
“the Commonwealth of goods packed in bags or sacks whose con.
¢ients exceed two hundred pounds in weight, and which in regard
“to unshipment must necessarily be carried on the backs of the
“persons employed in handling the same.”

“Now, therefore, I, William Humble, Earl of Dudley, the Gover-
“por-Gleneral aforesaid, acting with the advice of the Federal
“Executive Council, do hereby prohibit from and after the 1st day
“of August, 1911, the importation into the Commonwealth of goods
“packed in bags or sacks whose contents exceed two hundred
“pounds in weight, and which, in regard to unshipment must neces-
“garily be carried on the backs of the persons employed in handhog
“the game.”

Given under my Hand and the Great Seal of the Common-
wealth, at Melbourne, this tenth day of March, One
thousand nine hundred and eleven, and in the first
year of His Majesty’s reign

By His Excellency’s Command,
FRANK G. TUDOR. -
Minister of State for Trade and Customs.

GOD SAVE THE KING.
Hongkong Chamber of Commerce,
Hongkong, 28th May, 1911

Sir,—1 have the honour to acknowledge the receipt of your letter of
115th May, 1911, forwarding, for the information of my Committee,
copies of Proclamations by the Government of the Commonwealth of
Australia, under date of the 10th and 17th March.

These have duly been laid before my Committee who direct me to
thank you for your courtesy in placing the information before them.—I
have, &c.,

E. A M, WILLIAMS, Secretary.

J. B. Sutor, Esq., Commercial Commissioner in the East,
Government of the State of New South Wales, Kobe, Japan.

) S ¢

CONTINTUJOUS CERTIFICATES OF DISCHARGE TO
CHINESE SEAMEN.
Colonial Secretary’s Office,
Hongkong, 3ist March, 1911.

Sir,—I am directed to forward for the views of your Chamber draft
regulations which it iz proposed to make under Section 42 of the Mey-
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chant Shipping Ordinance, 1899, together with a covering m.inute by t}he
Harbour Maser to paragraph 3, of which I am to draw special attention

Chinese seamen on long voyage articles, being introduced, and consider
it would tend greatly to reduce desertions and to generally improve dis-

—1 , Bir, &ec.
pAl g R. CROFTON,
for Colonial Secretary.

The Secretary, Hongkong General Chamber of Commerce.

Regulations made by the Governor-in-Counsil ‘un.der Section 42
of the Merchant Shipping Ordinance, 1899, (Oi‘dmance No. 10 of
1899), in relation to the engr gement and Discharge of Seamen

thHifeansdAy. B s o BFLL,

1. When any Chinese seamen shall be engaged at the Mercantile
Marine Office for service in a ship whose articles of agreement
shall terminate at Hongkong or elsewhere (other than Chm's; Coast
articles) he shall produce to the Superintendent of 'Merca,nm.le Mar-
ine Office, or some person deputed by him a continuous dlscharg:;e
book which shall contain his name, description and photograph in
such form as shall be approved by the Superintendent.

2. In the event of any Chinese seamen not having a continuous
discharge hook, such book shall be issued by the Superintendent
and a charge of fifty cents shall be made for the same .

3. The master of a ship whose articles of agreement terminate
at a port outside the Colony shall, on engaging a Chinese seaman
for service in such ship give an undertaking to the satisfaction of
the Superintendent to be endorsed in the ship’s articles, that the
owner of such shin will bear the cost of hig repatriation.

Hon. Colonial Secretary,

1. Referring to the letter of 18/8/09 irom the Chamber of Commerce
this svstem has been in force for some 11 years with regard to British
seamen, and has proved of great value in maintaining diseipline and
good order in Beritish Merchant Ships, as in most cases the seamen are
not willing to risk an entry of had character in this continuouns dis-
charge hook which is their character record, and is, as a rule search-
ingly inspected by the master who reauires thelr services. T fail to see
how the fact of having, with British seamen, a continuous discharge
can possibly cause any trouble at all to the ship owner.

2. This difficulty with regard to similarity of name with Chinese
and identification will be greatly overcome Ly the proposed scheme which
fs to have two photographs, one profile and one full face.

3. Tt is not intended that these regulations should apply to sea-
men shipved on China Coast articles, but only those on long voyage
articles. '

The various masters and shipping compradores whom I have con-
sulted are in favour of this scheme of having a Continuous Discharge for

cipline
C. W. BECKWITH, Harbour Master, 25/3/11.
Hongkong Chamber of Commerce,
Hongkong, 2nd May, 1911.

Sir,—In reply to your letter of the 31st March, 1911 (No. 6045/1909)
requesting the views of the Chamber on certain draft regulations which
it is provosed to make under Section 42 of the Merchant Shipnine
Ordinance, 1899, I am directed to state that they approve of the same
being enacted as they understand that the proposed measures are not
intended to apply to Chinese seamen on China Coast articles.—T
&c.,

E. A M. WILLTAMS, Secretarv

Hon, Mr C. Clementi, Colonial Secretary

) @)

CONVENTIONS RESPECTING COLLISIONS AND RALVAGE
AT SEA.
Colonial Secretary’s Office,
Hongkong, 12th April, 1911,
Bir,—I am to forward copy of a circular despatch dated 8th March,
received from the Secretary of State for the Uolonies, and am to inquire

whether your Chamber see any objection to the adherence of this Colony
to the conventions enclogsed.— I am, 8ir, &ec.,

\ EDW. BULLOCK, p.p. Uolonial Secreta-
The Secretary, Chamber of Commerce.

Convention for the Unification of Certain Rules of Law with Respect

Respect to Assistance and Salvage at Sea.

ARTICLE L
Assistance and salvage of sea-going vessels in danger, of any things
on board, of freight and passage woney, and also services of the same
nature rendered by sea-going vessels to vessels of inland navigation or
vice versa, are subject to the following provisions, without any distine-
tion being drawn between the two kinds of service, viz., assistance and
talvage, and in whatever waters the services have been rendered.

ARTICLE 2.
Every act of assistance or salvage which has had a useful result gives
a right to equitable remuneration.
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No remuneration is due if the services rendered have no beneficial

‘result.

In no case shall the sum to be paid exceed the value of the property
galved.

ARTICLE 3.

Persons who have taken part in salvage operations notwithstanding

 the express and reasonable prohibition on the part of the vessel to

which the services were rendered have no right to any remuneration

ARTICLE 4.

A tug hag no right to remuneration for assistance to or salvage of
the vessel she is towing or of the vessel’s cargo, except where she has
rendered exceptional services which cannot be considered as rendered in
fulfilment of the contract of towage

ARTICLE 5.

Remuneration is due notwithstanding that the salvage services have
been rendered by or to vessels belonging to the same owner.

ARTICLE s.
The amount of remuneration is fixed by agreement between the
parties and, failing agreement, by the Court.

The proportion in which the remuneration is to be distributed
amongst the salvors is fixed in the same manner.

The apportionment of the remuneration amongst the owner, master
and other persons in the service of each salving vessel shall be deter-
mined by the law of the vessel’s flag.

ARTICLE 7.

Every agreement as to assistance or salvage entered into at the
moment and under the influence of danger may, at the request of either
party, ke annulled or modified by the Court if it considers that the con-
ditions agreed upon are mot eguitable.

In all cases, when it is proved that the consent of one of the parties

“is vitiated by fraud or concealment or when the remuneration is, in

proportion to the services rendered, in an excessive degree too large or
too small, the agreement may be annulled or modified by the Court at
the request of the party affected.

ARTICLE 8.
The remuneration is fixed by the Court according to the circumstances
of each case on the basis of the following considerations :——(a) firstly,

the measure of suucess obtained, the efforts and deserts of the salvors,
the danger run by the salved vessel, by her pnassengers, erew and cargo,
by the salvors, and by the salving vessel; the time expended, the

iy
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expenges incurred and losses quffered, and the risks of liability and other
risks run by the salvors, and also the value of the properfsy _expo_sed to
such risks, due regard being had to the special appropriation (f ‘a.n_y)
of the salvors’ vessel for salvage purposes; (b) secondly, the value of the
property salved.

The same considerations apply for the purpose of_ fixing the
apportionment provided for by the second paragraph of Article 6.

The Court may deprive the salvors of all remuneration, or may
award a reduced remuneration, if it appears that the salvors have by
their fault rendered the salvage or agsistance necessary, or have been
gulty of theft, fraudulent concealment, or other acts of fraud.

ARTICLE 9.

No remuneration is due from persons whose lives are saved, but
nothing in this Article shall affect the provisions of the national laws on
this subject.

Salvors of human life, who have taken part in the services rendered
on the occasion of the accident giving rise to salvage or assistance, are
entitled to a fair share of the remuneration awarded to the salvors
of the vessel, her cargo, and accessories

ARTICLE 10.

A salvage action is barred after an interval of two years from
the day on which the operations of assistance or salvage terminated.

The grounds upon which the said period of limitation may be sus-
pended or interrupted are determined by the law of the Court where
the case is tvied. P

The High Contracting Parties reserve to themselves the right to
provide, by legislation in their respective countries, that the said period
shall be extended in cases where it has not been possible to arrest
the vessel assisted or salved in the territorial waters of the State in
which the plaintifl has his domicile or principal place of businass

ARTICLE 11.

Every master is bound, so far as he can do without serious darger
to his vessel, her crew and her passengers, to render assistance to every-
bady, even though an enemy, found at sea in danger of being lost.

The owner of a vessel incurs no liability by reason of coatraventicn
of the above provision,

ARTICLE 12.

The High Contracting Parties whose legislation does not }m‘bid
infringements of the preceding Article bind themselves to take or to
propose to their respective legislatures the measures necessary for the
prevention of such infringements. ]
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The High Contracting Parties will communicate to one another
ag soon as possible the laws or regulations which have already been or
may be hereafter promulgated in their States for giving effect to the
abcve undertaking

ARTICLE 13,

The Convention doss not affect the provisions of national laws or
international treaties as regards the organisation of services of assis-
tance and salvage by or under the control of public authorities, nor, in
particular, does it affect such laws or treaties on the subject of the
salvage of fishing gear.

This Convention does not apply to ships of war or to Government
ships appropriated exclusively to a public service.

ARTICLE 15.

The provisions of this Convention shall be applied as regards ail
persons interested when either the assisting or salving vessel or the
vessel assisted or salved belongs to one of the Contracting States, and in
any other cases for which the national laws provide.

Provided always that—

(1) As regard persons interested who belong to a non-contracting
State the application of the above provisions may be made
conditional upon recipreeity.

(2) Where all the persons interested belong to the same State
as the Court trying the case, the provisions of the national
law and not of the Convention are applicable.

(8) Without prejudice to any wider provisions of any national
laws, Article 11 only applies as between vessels belonging
to the States of the High Contracting Parties.

ARTICLE 16. *

Any one of the High Contracting Parties shall have the right, three
years after this Convention comes into foree, to call for a fresh Confer-
ence with a view to possible amendments, and particularly with a view
to extending, if possible, the sphere of 1ts application.

Any Power exercising this right must notify itsintention to the other
Powers through the Belgian Government which will make arrangements
Hor convening the Conferende within six months.

ARTICLE 17.

_ Btates which have not signed this Convention are allowed to adhere
to it on request. Such adhesion shall be notified through the diplomatie
cfh‘a,nnel to the Belgian Government, and by the latter to each of the
other Governments ; it shall become effective one month after the send-
ing ot the notification by the Belgian Government.
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ARTICLE 18

‘[his Convention should be ratified. After an interval of at most one
year from the day on which the CGo nvention is signed the Belgian Gov.
ernment shall place itself in communication with the Governments of the
High Contracting Parties which have declared themselxjes prepared to
ratity the Convention, with a view to deciding whether it should be put
into force:

The ratifications shall, if so decided, be deposited forthwith at Brus-
sels, and the Convention shall come into force a month afterwards.

The protocol shall remain open another year in favour of the States

represented at the Brussels Conference. Af!;e'r this inte.rval they can
only adhere to it on conforming with the provisions of Article 17.

ARTICLE 19.

In the case of one or other of the High Contracting Parties Eienounc-
ing this Convention, such denunciation .2all not take effect until a year
after the day on which it has been rnotified to the Belgian Governm?nt,
and the Convention shall remaiu ia force as between the other Con. .
tracting Parties.

In witness whereof, uhe 2lenipotentiaries of the respective States
have signed this Convention and have aflized their seals thercto,

Drawn np at Brussels, one copy, September 23rd, 1910

Convention for the Unification of Certain Rules of Law with Respect
to Collisions.

ARTICLE 1.

Where a collision oceurs between sea-golng vessels or between sea-
going vessels and vessels of inland navigation the compensation due
for damages caused to the vessels, or to any things or persons on board
thereof, shall be settled in accordance with the following provisions, in
whatever waters the collision takes place,

ARTICLE 2.

If the collision is accidental, if it is caused by force majeure, or if the
cause of the cellision 1s left in doubt, the damages are borne by those
who have suffered thein.

This provision is applicable notwithstanding the fact that the ves-
sels, or any one of them, may be at anchor (or otherwise made fast) at
the time of the casualty.

ARTICLE 3.

If the collision is caused by the fault of one of the vessels, liability
to make good the damages attaches to the one which has committed
the fault,
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ARTICLE 4.

If two or more vessels are in fault the liability of e_aeh vessel is in
«roportion to the degree of the faults respeqti‘fely co-mm@ted, Prowgled
that 1f, having regard to the circumstances, it is not possible to establish
the degree of the respective faults, or if it appears that the faults are
equal, the liability is apportioned equally.

The damages caused, either to the vessels or to their cargoes or to
the ettects or other property of the crews, passengers or other persons on
board, are borne by the vessels in fault in the above proportioms, and
even to third parties a vessel is not liable for more than such propor-
tion of such damages.

In respect of damages caused by death or personal injuries _the
vessels in fault are jointly as well as severally liable to third parties,
without prejudice however to the right of the vessel which has paid a
larger part than that which, in acenrdance with the provisions of the
first paragraph of this article, she ought ultimately to bear, to obtain a
contribution from the other vessel or vessels in fault.

It is left to the law of each country to determine, as regards such
right to obtain contribution, the meaning and effect of any contract or
yrovision ef law which limits the liability of the owners of a vessel
towards persons on board.

ARTICLE 5,

The liability imposed by the preceding Articles attaches in cases
twhere the collision is caused by the fault of a pilot, even when the

' pilot is carried by compulsion of law.

ARTICLE s.

The right of action for the recovery of damages resulting from a
collision is not conditional upon the entering of a protest or the fulfil-
ment of any other special formality.

All legal presumptions of fault in regard to liability for collision
are abolished. ! i

ARTICLE 7.

Actions for the recovery of damages are barred a,ffer an interval
of two years from the date of the casnalty.

’ The period within which an action must be instituted for enforcing the
right to obtain contribution permitted by paragraph 3 of Article 4,
18 one year from the date of payment.

The grounds upon which the said periods of limitation may be
suspended or interrupted are determined by the law of the Court whers
the case is tried.

'Ijhe High Gpntr-a.-c.ting Parties reserve to themselves the right to
!pro.vufe, by legislation in their respective countries, that the said
periods shall be extended in cases where it has not been possible to
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arrest the defendant vessel iu the territorial waters of the State in which
the plaintiff has his domicile or principal place of business.

ARTICLE 8.

After a collision, the master of each of the vessels in collision is
bound, so far as he can do so without serious danger to his vessel, her
crew and her passengers, to render assistance to the other vessel, her
crew and her passengers,

He is likewise bound so far as possible to make known the name of
his vessel and the port to which she belongs, and also the names of the
ports from which she comes and to which she is bound.

A breach of the above provisions does not of itsclf impose any
liability on the owner of a vessel.

ARTICLE o,
The High Contracting Parties whose legislation does not forhid
infringements of the preceding Article bind, themselves to take or to

propose to their respective legislatures the measures necessary for the
prevention of such intringements,

The High Contracting Parties will communicate to one another as
soon as possible the laws or regulations which have already been or may
be hereafter promulgated in their States for giving effect to the above
undertaking,

ARTICLE 10.
Without prejudice to any Conventions which may hereafter be made,
the provisions of this Convention do not affect in any way the law in
force 1n each country with regard to the limitation of shipowners’

hability, nor do they atfect 'ﬁhe legal obligations arising from contracts
ot carriage or from any other contracts,

ARTICLE 11.

This Convention does not apply to ships of war or Government ships
appropriated exclusively to a public service, '

ARTICLE 12, -

The provisions of this Convention shall be applied as regards all
persons interested when all the vessels concerned in any action belong to
contracting States, and in any other. cases for which the national laws
provide.

Provided always that—

(1) As regards persons interested who belong to a non-contract-
ing State the application of the above provisions may be
made conditional upon reciprocity.

(2) Where all the persons interested belong to the same State
as the Cowrt trying the. case, the provisions of the national
law and not of the Convention are applicable.
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ARTICLE 13.

f'his Convention extends to the making good of damages which a
vessel hag caused to another vessel, or to goods Oor persons on hoard
either vessel, either by the execution or non-execution of a manoeuvre
or by the non-observance of the regulations, even if no collision has
actually taken place,

ARTICLE 14,

Any one of the High Contracting Parties shall have t;hfa rigﬁht, three
vears after this Convention comes into force, to call for a iresgl Confer-
ence with a view to possible amendments, and particularly with a view
to extending, if possible, the sphere of its application,

Any Power exercising this right must notify its intention to the
other Powers through the Belgian Government, which will make arrange-
wents for convening the Conference within six months, -

ARTICI: 15,
Btates which have not signed this Convention are allowed fo &.(Iher-e
i it on request Such adhesion shall be notified through the diplomatic
channel to the Belgian Government, and by the latter to each of the
other Governments ; it shall hecome effective one month after the send-
ing of the notification by the Belgian Government,

ARTICLE 18,

This Convention shall be ratified After an interval of at most one
year from the day when the Convention is signed, the Belgian Govern-
ment shall place itself in ecommunication with the Governments of the
High Contracting Parties which have declared themselves prepared to
ratify the Convention, with a view to deciding whether it should be put
into forece. %

The ratifications shall if so decided, be deposited forthwith at
russels, and the Convention shall come into force a month afterwards,

The protocol shall remain open another year in favour of the States
represented at the Brussels Conference After this interval they can only
adhere to it on conforming with the provisions of Article 15.

ARTICLE 17.

In the case of one or other of the High Contracting Parties denounc-
ing this Convention, such denunciation shall not take effect until a year
after the day on which it has been notified to the Belgian Government,
‘and the Convention shall remain in force as between the other Contract.
ing Parties.

ADDITIONAL ARTICLE.

Notwithstanding anything in the provisions of Article 18, it is agreed
that it shall not be obligatory to give effact to the provisions of Article 5,
establishing liability in cases where a collision is caused by the fault of
a pilot carried by compulsion of law, until the High Contracting Parties
shall have arrived at an agreement on the subject of the limitation ot
hability of shipowners.
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In witness whereof, the Plenipotentiaries of the several High Con-
tracting Parties have signed this Convention and have affixed theif
seals hereto.

Drawn up at Bi‘u'ssels, one copy, September 23rd, 1910.

Hongkong General Chamber of Commerce,

Hongkong, April 29th, 1911.

Bir,—1 have the honour to acknowledge the receipt of your letter
of 13th inst. covering copy of a despatch and enclosures from the
RSecretary of State for the Celonies.

My Committee have given the documents their consideration, and
I am now directed to state that they cannot see that objection exists
to" the adherence of this Colony to the two International Maritime Con-
ventions which have for their object the unification of certain rules of

law with respect to “Salvage and Assistance at Sea,”” and to “Colli-
slons.”’

My Committee very much appreciate the courtesy of His Hx-
cellency the Governor in referring the matter to the Chamber.—I
am, etc.,

E. A M. WILLIAMS, Secretary.
Hon. Mr. C. Clementi, Colonial Secretary.

“MATE’S RECEIPT.”
Hongkong, 4th May, 1911.

Sir,—We beg to submit to you below extract of advices we have
received from our Calcutta Agents recently:—

“We shell be obliged if you will kindly inform us if a Mate’s
“Re‘r‘:eipt is accepted as a negotiable document at your port; our
“solicitors here hold that it is not, but we do not teel convinced

“that they are right. The following case has drawn our attention to
‘“the matter:—

“fA’ shipped some goods and was granted a Mate’s Receipt in his
“name ; the steamer Company issued Bills of Lading to ‘A’ under a
“letter of guarantee without Mate’s Receipt—shortly after doing
“so ‘B’ produced the Mate’s Receipt to the sieamer Company duly
“endorsed over to him hy ‘A’ and asked for Bills of Lading to be
“signed—the steamer Company refused, having slready granted
“Bills of Lading to ‘A,” and held that ‘B’ had no right to demand
“same in spite of holding the endorsed Mate's Receipt, as only tiue
“agtual shipper in whose name the Mate’s Receipt had been granted
“could be recognised as having a right to the Mate’s Receipt, it
“not being a negotiable document.
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“The Mills Association here hold that whoever holds a Mate's
“Receipt, even if not in the name of the holder and if not even
“endorsed over to the holder, has a lien on the goods in question.”
We shall esteem it a favour if you will be good enough to lay the

foregoing before your Committee with a view to ascertaining their
views on the point in question, so far as it affects the shipping trade of
Hongkong.—We are, &ec.,
JARDINE MATHESON & CO., LTD,,
General Managers, Indo-China 8.N. Co., Ltd.

The Secretary, Hongkong General Chamber of Commerce,—Present.

Hongkong General Chamber of Commerce,
Hongkeng, 15th May, 198117

* Birg,—In reply to your letter of 4th inst, I am directed to state that

my Committee do not consider a “Mate’s Receipt’” may be regarded as a
negotiable document.
; They do not, of course, know what the legal ruling may be but
consider that although “not negotiable’ in the full sense of the term, a
“Mate’s Receipt’’ is prima facie evidence of ownership and in the case
of your example a court of law would probably rule that ‘B’ was entitled
to the Bills of Lading provided he could prove he was the holder of the
“Mate’s Receipt’”’ “for value received.”—I am, &c.

E. A, M. WILLIAMS, RBecretary
Messrs Jardine Matheson and Co, Ltd., Hongkong.

N

IMPERIAL PREFERENTIAL TARIFF.
Bangalore, January 27, 191L

Dear Sir,—I1 am directed to invite your attention to a Resolution

which was adopted, nem. con., at the last Annual General Meeting of

this Association,
A copy of the Resolution is annexed.—I am, ete.,
HARRY AMHERST, Secretary.
The Secretary, Hong Kong Chamber of Commerce.

Tmperial Preferential Tariff.

That this Association do affirin its complete adherence to the follow-
ing Creed with regard to Imperial Tariff.—
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(a) We believe that the British-grown “Coffee” will be benefited
by a preference in duty, and that it is sufficient in quantity
for the consumption of the Empire.

(b) We believe that a preference in duty in favour of British-grown
“Tea’ will have the effect of displacing inferior teas; and,
by giving the citizens of the Empire a wholesomer and better
beverage, the moral and physical condition of the poorer
clases will he improved.

(¢) We believe that a preferential treatment for “Rubber” will, in

in the near future, prove of inestimable value to an industry

- in which millions of British Capital have been and are being
invested.

(d) We believe that a preferential tariff for “Cinchona Bark’ and
“Quinine’ iz a matter of Imperial importance, and should
receive the attention of every far seeing British Statesman.

(e) We helieve that preference with “Cocoa’” would remove the
possibility of such a pitiful scandal as the one with which the
name of reputable British firms were recently connected.

(f) We believe that attention has not heen sufficiently called to the
danger to Great Britain and the Empire incurred by relying to
such a very great extent on the supply of cotton from the
United States of America, and that a preferential treatment
for British-grown “Cotton,” by encouraging adeqguate pro-
duction within the Empire, is the only way to safeguard the
interests of Lancashire for all time. ‘

g) We believe that British-grown “Wheat’’ is necesary in sufficient
quantities to meet the consumption of the Empire, and to
save any part of it from the possibility of starvation in time
of war, and that the only means to attain this ideal result is
by giving British-grown Wheat a preference.

(hy We believe that a complete Imperial Preference Tariff is essen
tial to the maintenance of the power and prosperity of the
British Empire, and that every effort ought to be made to
render the Empire self-supporting.

(i) We believe that the sentiment that would be engendered by a
Preferential Tariff throughout the Empire would prove to be
an Imperial Asset and a bond of union of even greater value
than the benefits that would arise from its Commercial aspect:

And that this Association do communicate these views to all other
Associations, Public and Private Bodies, Members of Parliament and
Legislative Councillors throughout the Empire, asking for their opinions
an;l for their active cg-operation in furthering the cause of Imperial Taruff
Reform ' ‘
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Hongkong General Chamber of Commerce,
Hongkong, 2ith February, 1911,
Bangalore, India.

Dear Sir,—I beg to acknowledge the receipt of your letter of 27th
January, 1911, covering a copy of a resolution passed by your Members
at the Annual General Meeting on the subject of the “Imperial Prefer-
ential Tariff.”’

I have laid the same before my Committee who direct me to thank
vou for your courtesy in forwarding a copy of the resolution to them.—
I am, &c., : g

E. A, M. WILLIAMS, Secretary.

The Secretary, United Planters’ Association of Southern India

O

BOARDING OF INCOMING: STEAMERS BY CHINESE.
Hongkong Chamber of Commerce,
Hongkong, 8th April, 1911.

Bir,--My Committee have been approached by several of the prin-
eipal shipping agents of the Ciolony with regard to the lack of supervision
aver Sampans and Launches belonging to or hired by Chinese Boarding
House Keepers, which craft meet and ohstruct steamers carrying Coolie
passengers outside the limits of the Harkour.

The following extract from the letter of a Master to his Quwners
will perhaps make the zitauation clearer to you than I can hope to dn.

“I beg to submit to your notice the very serious position in which
“‘we as shipmasters of steamers are placed regarding the forcibly
“hoarding of our ships while yet at sea by runners from the varions
“Chinese Boarding Houses in the Colony touting for passengers a
“long way outside the Harbour Limits, also the grave situation in
“‘which we may at any time find ourselves by sinking any of the
“sampans so employed.

“Their methods are as follows: When a steamer is expected
“from the Straits with Chinese passengers, large sampans manned
“by from eight to ten nimble young men are towed out by launches
“and left in the direct path of steamers inward bound, they at once
“pull across the vessel’s bows trusting to hook on somewhere which
‘is done by using a long bamboo with a hook at the end and long
“towing line. If successful, four or five men out of each boat climh
“on board and the sampan drops astern.

“There are six or eight sampans so employed, having about
143 & .
thirty runners on hoard, who at once create a perfect confusion
o . . . .
among the passengers by shouting at the pitch of their voices and

39
0]

“hustling them about. A much more serious situation is created
“when this boarding is carried out during the hours of darkness
“euch as occurred this trip, five miles outside Lamma Island,
“obout 0.30 a.m., when two sampans without lights suddenly
“appeared, one on either bow close to, one of them managed to heolk
“on while the other missed, but was soon picked up by a launch,
“three others being in attendance.

“Before reaching Green Island four other sampans put runners
¢on board. At 2.0C a.m. anchored off Western Entrance gas b-uo?s,
“the noige continued until daylight came in, when about one-third
tof the passengers had left the vessel. This is repeated on every
“voyag‘e,- and is not so serious when taking place during fiayhghf
“but is quite a different matter on a dark night approaching port
“when the safety of the ship is the first care of the Master. Surele
“these law breakers do wrong at their own peril, and on them
“should rest the consequences.”

“Tarnestly hoping you will bring this matter before .the
«Authorities who have power to deal with it before some seriour

“pecident takes place.”
Again from another Master:—

T believe that the Firm are anxious that every reasonable pre.
“oaution should be taken by myself and Officers, to ensure as far
“‘as practicable, the safe carriage to destination of the valuable
“eargoes the ship has to convey. I therefore consider that should I
“allow, unchecked by authority. hordes of stranger Chinese to
“hoard the ship in the dark, and run riot all over the decks and
“hetween decks carrying inflammable paper lanterns, T should be
“failing in my duty to the Firm by giving such people oppertlmitif?s
“of which they might avail themselves of looting the cargo at their
“will, or of setting the ship on fire by the careless handling of those
“paper lanterns amongst the passengers’ inflammable luggage.”

Tt is pointed out that such boarding of steamers heing illegal, earh
offender is liable to a penalty, which, however, consists of a small fine
imposed at the Magistracy or Harbour Office, and which 1@. undoubtedly
paid by the Boarding House Keeper employing the culprit.

In the case of towing launches aiding and abetting the sampans
and runners, the maximum penalty allowed by the Ordinance does aot
act as any deterrent.

Prosecution iz made more difficult by the fact that sampans and
launches drop sacks and old canvas over their names or numbers so that
such are indistinguishable from the steamer’s deck.

My Committee consider that special legislation is very necessary in
this matter, and a severe term of imprisonment without the option of a
fine seems to them to be the only cure.
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Tor a socond offeice the confiscation of the boat or sampan is sug
gested.

My Commitee fcel confident that this protest will have the sympathy
of H.E. The Governor, and hope that not only will the revision of the
existing Ordinance receive the earl: consideration of Government, kut
active steps be taken to stop the very dangerous practice.—f am, ete.,

E. A M. WILLIAMS, Secretary.
The Honourable The Colonial Secretary.

Colonial Secretary’s Office,
Hongkong, 8th May, 1911.

Sir,—1 am dicected to acknowledge the receipt of your letter of
8th April, on the subject of the obstruction caused to incoming steamers
by sampans and launches belonging to or hired by Chinese Boarding
House keepers, and to inform you that this matter has engaged the
earnest attention of Government for some years past.

(2.) Persons committing this offence are, as you know, liable to a
jpenalty not exceeding $30 or to imprisonment with or without hard
labour for any term not exceeding two months. As regards the first
penalty fines up to the maximum amount have been inflicted, but have
been found useless as a deterrent for the reason stated in your letter
namely, that they are usually, if not invariably, paid by the boarding
house keepers. As regards the second the Acting Harbour Master in
November 1909 gave a boarding hounse runner two months’ imprison-
ment with hard labour, which had an excellent effect for some time but,
the punishments inflicted by the Harbour Master for this and other
offences committed in the waters of the Colony were in the same year
represented through one of the Members of the Legislative Council as
being excessive, and marine cases other than those of a technical nature
were accordingly transferred to the Police Magistrate.

(3) The root of the difficulty, however, lies in the disinclination on
the part of the shipping companies to prosecute offenders. A case only
recently occurred in which, although a number of launches were sum-
moned for obstructing an inward bound vessel, two of the companies
refused to allow their names to appear in the case. In this connection
I am to point out that the onus of proof lies under section 26 (e) of the
Merchant Shipping Ordinance, 1899, upon the Master or Officer in
charge of a ship. :

(4) Under section 37 (13) launches were formerly allowed to leave
any port of the Colony on payment of the prescribed fee of 25 cents
without further formality. The Harbour Master has now stopped this
‘practice and only grants such permits after due inquiry and subject to
the condition that they do not permit holders to tow boats outsidy
harbour limits
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(5) In conclusion I am to inform you that the whole question has
again been represented to the Police Magistrate who states that he 1s
prepared in future on sufficient cause being shown to deal with such
case in exemplary fashion. It remains therefore for the Companies
interested to cooperate with Government to effect the end desired.--
I am, &c.;

C. CLEMENTI, Colonial Secrefary.
The Secretary, Hong Kong Chamber of Commerce.

——— e

Hongkong General Chamber of Commerce,
Hongkong, 15th June, 1911,

8ir,—1 have now the honour to reply to your letter of 8th May on
the subject of the obstruction caused hy incoming steamers hy sampais
and launches helonging to or hired by Chinese Boarding House
keepers.

Your letter has been carefully considered hy members of the Cham
her competent to give a reasoned opinion on the matter, whose report
is set out helow:—

1. *“‘Although the matter has engaged the earnest attention of
“the Government for £nme years past,” no remedy is proposed,
“except that more frequont prosecution should be made by the
“Shipping Companies, a suggestion, which, as we explain later, is
“from their point of view quite unsuitable, and which also in view
“sf the admission made by the Colonial Secretar}r that *‘fines of the
“maximum amount have been inflicted but have been found useless
“as a deterrent’”’—would notin our opinion be of practical benefit

2. The Colonial Secretary points out that the onus of proof of
”iilega,l boarding, by Section 26 of the Merchants’ Shipping Ordi-
‘“nance, 1899, is placed on the Master or Officer-in-Charge of the
shlp concerned and in reply we would say, that to prosecnte, young
““men who, at the peril of their lives, board steamers, going at full
- ‘‘speed, while the Boarding House keepers (their employers) and
“the owners of sampnons and launches who are the real offenders
“remain in absolute security,—serves no useful purpose, moreover,
“as the Government itself admits the maximum fines when in-
“flicted on these youths have been found useless as a deterrent,

“In this connection, and as a possible explanation of fines fail-
“ing to act as a deterrent, we desire to bring to the notice of the
“Chamber the risk of a “taboo’ or “boyentt,” which Shjpping Com.
“panies now-a-days incur, if their officers venture to prosecute
‘(or even if the Police themselves prosecute) launches or owners who
villegally make fast to, or hoard, vessels with which such Shipping
“Companies are concerned.
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“The proposed ‘“‘taboo’” or *boycott” is as a rule anonymously
“notified, (or at all events in such a manner as to prevent possi-
“bility of detection) but so effective is the weapon, that once put
“into effect, the monetary loss, suifered by those it 1s levelled
“against is by dislocation of business almost incalculable,

“We venture to think that the Chamber will agree with us that
“since the Shipping Ordinance in question was framed, conditions
“generally have undergone a distinct change, moreover, owing to
“many causes the Chinaman has in the interval realized the strength
“of a “taboo’ or “boycott,” and while using it as a “means to an
“ond” he altogether ignores the injustice or hardships thereby
“imposed on innocent parties. It is not practicable for individual
“Firms to successfully combat “taboos’ or ‘“‘hoyeotts,” and there-
“fore the time has come when it is up to the Government to aban-
“don its apparent apathetic attitude, and devise effective means
“of inrotecting the Shipping community and of seeing that the laws
“of the Colony are duly respected.

3. “We think the following remedial measures, if instituted,
“would have a salutary effect:--

(a) “Remove the onus of proof from the Master or Officer-in.
“Charge of the ship.

(b) “Register all Boarding House runners, and inflict a severe
“punishment on any unregistered runner who boards a ship.

(¢) “Increase the penalties for illegal boarding, and make it
“possible to confiscate sampans and launches aiding and abetting
“hoarders.

(d) Government to provide a serviceable patrol boat, with
“Headauarters at, say, Llama or Dumbell Tsland, the duty of such
“patrol boat heing to “sneak’” all vessels entering the Port from
“the South, and to afford assistance specially to Steamers with
“Deck nassenzers, and deal with launches and sampans illegally
“placing boarders on such Steamers.

“We are of opinion that it will only require, at most, say, two
“or three sentences of imprisonment with hard labour, inflicted on
“‘Uegal boarders, and one confiscation of a launch or sampan to
“effectnally ston the evil of which we complain. With rezard to
“par (1) it iz probable also that in connection with the suppression
“of this illegal bearding, the suggested patrol launch need not be a
“nermanency, though in our oninion it would serve much wuseful
“purpose in other ways, and enable the Authorities to more effec-
““ively control the Shipping entering this Harbour.

4. “Although the matter is not referred to in the letter sent for
““our perusal, we would draw attention to the violation of the
“Colony’s Quarantine and Excise Laws, by reason of this illegal
“bhoarding, and we beg to enclose for the information of the Cham-
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“her, an extract from a Shipping Paper, published at Shanghai,
“j e.,—“The Leading Light,” from which it will be noted that the
“gbuse complained of is recognised at other Ports in China as
“‘heing not only an excessive hardship on Captains and Officers,
“hat also a nositive danger to the health of the Colony.”

My Committee respectfully submit the above suggestions to the
consideration of Mis Excellency the Governor, and believe that, if
adopted, they wonld lead to the cessation of a very great inconvenience
and danger.—I am, &c.,

E. A M WILLIAMS, Secretary.
The Honourable The Colonial Secretary.

Colonial Secretary’s Office,
Hongkong, 15th Augunst, 1911

Sir,—I am directed to acknowledge your letter of June 13th reporting
to Government the carefully considersd opinion of the members of
your Chamher who are most competent to give a reasoned opinion on
the subject of the boarding of incoming steamers by Chinese.

9. The report complains that no remedy is proposed. The obvious
and prover remedy is that the Owners and their employees who are in
~harge of the ship should arrest and hand over to the Police or prose-
sute persons who illegally board her. As the report frankly admits
that the owners do not take action for fear of incurring a “boycott”
the object of my letter was to invite them to suggest an alternative
course. The Harbour Master has already taken exceptionally streng
measures, and on 17th June the owner of a boat was convicted of the
offence referred to and sentenced to two months’ imprisonment with
hard labour, and no case has oceurrad since then. With regard to the
difficulty the Police have in this matter, the Harbour Master reports as
follows :—“T would point out that the Police have always had great
difficulty in seizing boats which put their runners on board ships under
way, both outside and inside the Harbour. If the Police patrol is on
one side in sight, they board on the other side. The boat shoves .off
at once and is lost amidst sampans, cargo boats, etc., lying about.”
Tt is true that I pointed out that the infliction of fines on persons who
are tound to have illegally boarded a vessel has proved no deterrent,
but I am of opinion that if Masters will arrest and hand over to the
Police or prosecute such persons and the Magistrates impose sentences
of imprizonment instead of fines, they will be found to be deterrent. If
not, the alternative of cancelling the licenses of Boarding Housges which
tout in this way will be considered. It appears, however, from your
letter, that the Owners are afraid of incurring a “boycott’” not only if
they themselves prosecute but even if the Police do =o.

3. With regard to the remedial measure proposed in your third
paragraph:
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fa) I regret that I was in error in stating in my Igtter of_ sth
May 1911, that the onus of proof lies on the Master of a ship. It is an
the person charged; j

(o) I attach a minute by the Assistant Registrar General dated
the 4th July, 1911, on the question of registration of Boarding House
runners., As regards the recommendation “to inflict a very severe pun-
ishment on any unregistered runncr who boards a ship,” 1 may observe
that in the first place this cannot be done unless the man is arrested or
summoned or reported to the Police, and in the second place that the
punishment lies with the Court and not with the Executive Govern-

ment ;
- e

() The penalties for illegal boarding are quite heavy. That they
should have proved inadequate is due not to their want of severity but
rather to the fact that owing to the reluctance of the Shipping Com-
panies to arrest or prosecute, they are not often sufficiently imposed.
To meet this difficulty the drafl Ordinance enclosed hags been prepared :
you will observe that it makes it compulsory upon Masters of vessels
to make a full report to the Harbour Master if they ave illegally
boarded, under venalty for neglect to do so. All Masters being equally
liakle, it is suggested that no particular ship would incur special
liability to “boyeott.’” 1 shall be okliged if you will favour the Govern-
ment with the views of your Committee as to the utility of this sectim
which is strongly advocated by the Harbour Master;

(1) In reference to the fourth remedial measure suggested, I an
directed to quote the following minute by the Harbour Master: “I do
not think that one launch would be able to make an efficient patrol, as
these ships, are reported at times, boarded off Gap Rock and Lingtin
Tsland, which places are 25 miles distant from the proposed Police base.
I am of opinion that if ships coming to this Port with Chinese passen-
gers would stand in close to Gap Bock, and signal through, either, by
day or night, to the Water Police saying what time they would arrive
at Green Island, and, asking the Police to mieet them there, it would
have a deterrent effect. The s.s. “Fock Sang” of Messrs Jardine,
Matheson and Company has done this for the last six months with
success. Should any runner come ¢n board he should be arrested by the
ship and turned over to the Police on arrival.”

4, The Government is fully alive to the dangers referred to in your
4th paragraph.—I am, é&e.,

WARREN BARNES, Colonial Secretary.
The Secretary, Hong Kong Chamber of Commerce.

Draft Sections Amending the Merchant Shipping Ordinance, 1899,

L There shall be added at the end of Section 22 of the Principal
Ordinance the. following additional suhb section:
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{(7) If any person not being in His Majesty’s service makes fast
or causes to make fast to a ship under way within the waters of
the Colony any boat or other vessel unless with the permission
of the Master or Officer in charge of such ship, every such Master
shall, within twenty-four hours after arrival at any Port of the
Colony, report the fact to the Harbour Master or his Deputy, and
shall give such other information in his possession as may be
required of him. Any Master who wilfully disobeys or neglects
to comply with the provisions of this sub-section shall be liable
to a penalty not exceeding twentyfive dollars.

2. Recticn 26 (1) of the Principal Ordinance iz hereby amended"
by the omission of the words “cther person in charge ot any ship to
tuke into custody and deliver up forthwith” and the substitution of
the following “‘any Officer of the ship authorised so to do by the Master
of any ship to take into custody, and detain until it is possible to
deliver up,” &c. =

Minute of 4/7/11, by the Assistant Registrar General.
Re 3b of Chamber of Comamerce’s Letber.

1. T do not see how registering Boarding House runnexs affects the
point at issue, which is primarily to prevent sampans and launches
making fast to a ship underway. Stop the launches and sampans making
fast while under way and no Boarding House rumner can get on board,
till the ship anchors. Looking at the thing from the passengers point
of view it is an advantage to give over the luggage to a Boarding
ouse runner vwho is then responsible for it, then when the ship
reaches the buoy ihe passenger has no trouble fighting to get his
luggage off. It is all in charge cof the Boarding House runner and the
passenger gets in the sampan or launch, and his luggage is brought
to the Boarding House by the Boarding House fokei in a separate
sampan.

9. I have snoken to several of Doarding Houses and they did not
seem to lay any stress om having their fokeis board before the ship is
tind up. DBub as long as one does, ail will; the assisted Boarding
Houses do not meet ships from Singapore. The system iz that the
sampan gets 30 cents a head for every passenger brought to the Board-
ing Houge, the Boarding Houses engage the sampans, but they only
get paid according to the number of passengers brought to the Board-
ing House, a fokei goes in the sampan. 1f there are a large number of
passengers expected, a launch will be engaged, and be paid on the
same system.

3 . T have seen myself while sailing through the Harbour, a crowd
of launches towing empty cargo hoats waiting to make fast to a
Singapore steamer. 1f such empty cargo boats make fast inside it is
extremely diflicult for passengers to reach sampans which are so much
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lower than an empty cargo hoat, and there is every reason for passen-
ger boats to make fast first.

4. Fach Boarding House fokei could wear a badge (like Assisted
Boarding Houses on ships leaving for Bingapore) and each Boarding
House cculd be allowed so many badges according to the number their
Boarding Houss accommodates, but L do not think the Shipping people
object to the presence of fokeis on board alter the ship is tied up.
The aim of the Shipping people is to get off the passengers as zoon as
possible in order to work cargo.

5. The whole matter lies in the hands of the Shipping people, the
Harbour Master, and Water Police. If the Shipping people would
make use of the present law they would soon put an end to the trouble,
but the other day Sassoon’s begged that the law might be not enforced
as it was important to get their ships away quickly.

JOHN D. LLOYD.
The Honourable,
The Colonial Secretary,

Colonial Secretary’s Cffice,
Hongkong, 26th Septemer, 1911.

Sir,—I am directed to draw your attention to the letter from this
department No, 1986/11 of the 15th unitimo, and to inform you that His
Legislative Clouncil the enclosed draft of a bill amending sections 22 and
26 (1) of the Merchant Snipping Ordinance.—I am, Sir, your cbedient
servant,

WARREN BARNES, Colonial Secretary.

The Secretary, Hongkong General Chamber of Commerce,

Draft Section Amending the Merchant Shipping Ordinance,

1. There shall be added at the end of section 22 of the Principal
Ordinance the following additional sub-section, ]

(7.) If any person not being in His Majesty’s service makes fast
or causes to be made fast to a ship under way within the waters
of the Colony any boat or other vessel unless with the permission
of the master or officer in charge of such ship, every such master
ghall, within twenty-four hours after arrival at any port of the
Colony, report the fact to the Harbour Master or his Deputy.
and shall give such other information in his posession as may
be required of him. Any master who wilfully disobeys or neglects
to comply with the provisions of this sub-secticn shall be liable
to a penalty not exceeding twenty-five dollars.
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2, Bection 26/1 of the Principal Ordinance is hereby amended by the
omission of the words “other person in charge of any ship to take into
custody and deliver up forthwith’’ and the substitution of the following
“any officer of the ship authorised so to do by the master of any ship to
take into custody, and detain until 1t is possible to deliver up’’ &c.

Hongkong Chamber of Commerce,
Hongkong, 9th October, 1911

Sir,—1 have now the honour to reply to your letter of the 1.‘?'5}1
August, 1911, (No. 1986/L1) on the subject of the boarding of incoming
sivawmers by Chinese.

I'he maiter has been carefully considered by a Committee of Ship-
ping experts whose report is here set forth:~—

1. Generally speaking the Yovernment’s reply is very disappoint-
ing, masmuch as notwithstanding the careful and clear manner in
which the case has been laid before them practically no progress what-
ever, appears to have been made towards the end in view, and much of
what the Colonial Secretary writes is more or less merely a reiteration
of previous correspondence on the subject.

9. With regard to paragraph 2 of the letter in guestion, we have
airendy explained that to prosecute the actual boarders of vessels is
useless, as the real offenders, viz , their employers, the Boarding House
proprietors, are not affected thereby, and it is certain that such prose-
cutton would not i any way act as a deterrent. We still admit
the fear of a “boycott,” and we submit it is not for us but for the
Government to suggest means whereby the laws of the Colony can be
enforced without the trade being paralysed. As regards the Harbour
Master’'s Minute, stating, that the boats which put runners on board a
vessel immediately mix with other craft, thus making it extremely
difficult for the Police to effect any seizure, this no doubt is perfectly
correct 5o far as boarding in the Harbour is concerned, but it does not
apply when tne boarding talkes rlace well outside, as 1t would be impos-
sible for the boats to escape detection in the manner described, say,
rear Lamma Island. It isthis boarding outside the Harbour Limits which
ig our principal cause for eomplaint, little trouble as a rule being
experienced in the Harbour itself.

3  We note from paragraph 3 (a) that the onus of proof lies on the
person charged, not on the Master of a ship, but we would point out
that the sub-seciion (b) merely again raises the point regarding the
prosecution of runners which has been fully dealt with already. As
regarde the question of a patrol launch we do not agree with the views
of the Harbowr Master as set forth in (d). 1t is true that boarding
might take place within a large radius of the Police base, but it must
not he cverlooked that to get to any spot, say within twenty-five miles
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uf the Colony in the direct track of vessels coming from Smgapqre,
launches with sampans in tow would have to pass the Patrol
boat, as it is hardly likely tney would take the troublq
to proceed out through Lyeemun and around ‘the back .ot
Lamma lIsland to attain their object. It would be the duty of ths
Patrot hoat ol course to stop and question any launches or sampans,
whoge movements were suspicious, and we think ‘aat a serviceable
Foiics launch stationed between the West side oi_.‘ Lamma Is:la,nd _ani
the Fast side of Dumbell Island would afford sufficient protection of the
kind required not only for ships carrying coo'he passengers but for all
vesseis entering the Colony from that direction. 'It must be remem-
bered that all launches leaving the Harbour Limits are supposed to
obtamy permits from the Harbour Office, and the suggested Patrol
launen could see that this regulation in common with many others was
vemng complied with.

4 'The proposed amendment of the Shipping Ordingnce, 1899,
would i our opinion merely mean the compulsory prosecution ?f the
ranuers actually boarding vessels, and, as has appeared clearly in the
correspondence which has passed ou the subject, such prosecution
has proved abortive. Besides, it is nol at all certain that phe srmple
reporting by the Master of a vessel, of a case of boarding, would
necessarily lead to even the apprehension of the runners concerned. As
alveady explained in cur nrevious letters, owing to launches and sam.
pans having their numbers, &c., covered up the Master would usually
not be able to give any particulars of the craft, and it is very doubtful
whether the fact of such reporting being compulsory would prevent
the possibility of a “hoycott.” Very probably the Chinese concerned
would not understand the position, and we fear that trouble would
be extremely likely to result. In addition we might point out that
whereas outside whe Harbour the Officers are always aware whe’n ﬁﬁ_e]r
vessel is hoarded, it is a different mattsr mside, when the navigation
of the ship 18 claiming the attention of all concerned, and cases of
boarding might then easily be overlooked and not reported.

5. The (lolonial Secref:zl'y-stfbtes {(Para. 4) that the Government
are fully alive to the dangers referred to in paragraph 4 of your letter
of Juneldth, and we strongly recommend that your Chamber should
enquire as to what steps the Government intend taking to meef thege
dangers which we need hardly mention, in view of the present position
of the opium trade, are all the time becoming more acute. It is quite
obvious that the practice of boarding steamers outside the Harbour
Limits allows unlimited scope for opium smuggling, and renders inoper-
ative the Quarantine Regulations of the Colony when they are in
force. These questions are of course apart from that now being dealt
with, viz., the inconveniences and hardship to  Shipmasters and
Owners, but they are of considerable importance to the commercial
interests of the Colony.
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In view of the above opinion, which as been arrived at after care-
ful deliberation, my Committee do not consider that the proposed legis-
lation will be productive of the benefit which it has for its object to
secure, but on the contrary may adversely affect the ghipping interests
of this Port.

They therefore support the suggestion of the institution of a Patrol
boat service on the lines set out in the foregoing report, as being, so far

as the Committee can see, the only practical solution of a pressing
difficulty.—1I am, &e.,

E. A. M. WILLIAMS, Secretary.
The Honourable The Colonial Secretary.

Colonial Secretary’s Office,
" 218t October, 1911.

8ir,—In reply to your letter of the 9th instant I am directed to
inform you that, in view of the adverse opinion expressed by your Com-
mittee, His Excellency the Governor does not propose to proceed with
the dratt bill enclosed in my letter No. 1986/11, of the 26th ultimo,

2. The Harbour Masler reports that (probably owing to the exem-
plary sentences lately passed on offenders who wers caught boarding
mcoming steamers before anchoring) there have been no cases reported
ot boarding steamers under weigh outside the Harbour Limits, and uvhis
has recently been confirmed by the Honcurable Mr. Ross, who states that
Messrs Jardine Matheson & Co., Litd., have had no cause of complamt
in this matter for the last four or five months. In these circumstances
His Excellency proposes to take no further action, pending any further
reference from your Committee, —I am, &ec.,

WARREN BARNES, Colonial Secretary.
The Secretary, The Chamber of Commerce.

i

i o

RESTRICTIONS PLACED UPON THE OPIUM TRADE IN
FOOUHOW,

Hongkong, 9th April, 1911.
Dear Sir,—We beg to enclose for the information of your Chamber
copies of our letters of 10th and 18th instant to the Colonial Secretary,
and 18th instant to H.M's. Consul-General at Canton on the Opium
question,—I am, &e.,
DAVID SASSOON & CO. LTD.
_ _ E. D, SASS00N & CO,
The Secretary, Hongkong General Chamber ¢f Commerce.
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Hongkong, lwbh April, 19il.

Sir,—We enclose for your information copy of a pmcla.mgtmn issued
by the Taotai of the Constabulary of LIoochow, together with a trans-
lation thereof. s

According to the Proclamation, the Opium tra:de in that district
must come to an end, in three stages, by th‘e end of the sun moon. We
must strongly protest against this Proclamation.

Last December certain regulations were pub_lished in _the _”Man 1’9”
newspaper at Foochow re the suppression of opium smoking m' that dis-
trict, and on the 30th of that month we addressed you as tollows:—

“As the time for such suppression has been fixed by agreement
“bhetween Great Britain and China, we subm;t that tlwl latt.er has
“no right to shorten that period in so far_ as foreign Upium is con-
~cerned. We do not know whal view H M's Govtn_'nment will take
“on this point, but should it ke willing to allow China to go be_ayond
“that agreement, the British merchants who ha\i’e a very large 1rnter-
“‘est at stake are entitled to be first considered in the matter. They
“should be notified and given suilicient time to sell their st'ocl_{s and
“obtair their money from the purchascrs. The interdiction pf
“smoking would mean the entire stoppage of the trade—there will
“be no demand for opium and the stocks in hand would be unsale-
“able. Would China or H. M’s Government compensate the mer-
“chants for any losses incurred }”’

As the principle involved is far-reaching and the matter is of great
importance, we shall be much obliged if His Excellefmy the Goxrernor
wiil be good enough to wire H. . the Minister at Pekmg to take -
diate steps to secure the withdrawal of the Proclamation 1n question.—
We have, &c.,

DAVID SASSOON & CO., LTD.
E. D. SASSOON & CO.

Hon. Mr. C. Clementi, Colonial Secretary,

Lui, director of the Opium Suppression' Pureau of the El{kien Pro-
vince and Taotai of Police issues a notification for ger}eral 1gt0rmat10n.
Whereas an Imperial Edict has now been Iecleive.d urging rapid Progress
to be made in the matter of the suppression of Opl'um by paymng attention
to the suppression both of growing and smoking of_ Opium, I, the
Taotai have established this Bureau, in accordance with my orders, to
direct generally the suppression. It is on reco_rd thgt sice the com-
mencement of its operations, the officials of various districts have been
directed to co operate with the honest and uprlght gentry of the com-
munity in forming, first the Opium_Sgpprassmn Bur{?au tq carfy ln‘_oo
effect without delay the various resolutions of the Deliberative Council.
Subsequently in conjunction with the member's a,nd' geniry of the
Poison-Eradication General Association, regulations 4 in numjr)er, have
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been satisfactorily decided on and submitted to H. E. the Viceroy for
directions, H. E’s. approval of same has now been received, directing
steps to be taken as suggested. In addition to sending out despatches
to various officials, it is my duty to issue a notification for general infor-
mation. The raw-opium and prepared opium shops and all classes of the
population-~both civil and military—in the whole district are hereby
notified that after the issue of this notification, you must all observe
the regulations set forth in the attached list. Lf any intentionally
commits a breach of these prohibitions, he shall, on discovery and arrest)
be pumshed according to the regulations and severely dealt with with-
out leniency. Do not say that you have not been fore-warned. All
must respectfully obey this special notification.

Notificationy issued on the day, 2nd moon of the 3rd year
Suen ‘l'ung.

1. The prepared-opium shops shall be forced Lo close at 3 respec-
tive periods. 1t is fixed that those shops that undertake the payment
of prepared opium tax of under 1 tael a day shall give up business
within the 3rd moon of the 3rd year of Suen Tung; those undertaking
the payment of prepared opium tax of under 2 taets a day shall give up
business within the 6th moon of the drd year of Suen Lung, and those
undertaking the payment of prepared opium tax of over s taels a day
shall give up business within the 9th moon of the 2rd year of Buen
Tung. In the svent of delay in giving up business at the appointed
tune,: a fine not less than $100, and not exceeding $500, shall he imposed
and the shop and heuse shall be attached, sold and confiscated.

1. It is fixed that within 10 days after the issue of this notification
all sales (of raw opium) shall be prohibited n raw opium shops retail-
ing raw opium and in other shops selling raw opium in addition to carry-
ing on other lines of business. Any cpposition or infringement shall
be punished as in the preceding clause. Raw Opium shops with a capi-
tal of over 10,000 shall be allowed, within 10 days after the issue of this
notification, to apply at the Bureau for a certificate for carrying on
busmess to sell only raw Opium ; carrying on another line of business
m addition shall not be allowed. Those certificated raw opium shops
siall also give up business within the 9th moon of the 3rd year of Suen
Tung. Any upposition or infringement shall be punished as in the pre-
ceding clause. k

Raw Opium shops—purchasing foreign Opium at this port or out-
side ports—shall apply to the Poison Eradication Association for a
triple ducument. No charge will be made in applying for these triple
documents. Raw Opium purchased without a {riple document shall be
treated as smuggled raw Opium. As soon as reported and discovered,
one half the smuggled raw Opium shall be appropriated as reward, and
the other half confiscated. The Raw Opium confiscated shall be destroyed
by fire in accordance with the regulations, and the raw Upium appro-
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priated as reward shall be sold only to the prepar_cd Opium shops and
chall not he allowed to be sold to other people m order to prevent
private preparation of the Opiam.

1. The smoker’s certificate shall be renewed once every 3 months.

All smokers shall, in accordance with the regulations of the Board,
actually reduce the degree of their craving; far_examp_ie, g man 'who
smokes one mace of Opium a day, shall reduce his craving successively
at 3 respective periods of 3 months each ; he should smoke' 3 candareens
of Opium less in each period, until he is cured of the craving of smoking
Opium in the 11th moon of the 8id year of Sueun ‘Lung. Red1_1ct10ns
in the quantity of Opium smoked, whether it be more or les.s, shall b'e
in the same ratio. Curing oneself of the craving beforehand is a happi-
ness in itself, while failing to do so at the a,ppointedrtime snall be
visited with condign punishments according to the regulations.

Hongkong, 18th April, 1911

Sir— We are informed by the Kiangsi Opium dealers that on Sunday
the 16th inst. four shops were closed in Canton by the Nam Hoi Magis-
trate These shops are forwarding agents for the Kiangsi dealers, and
are only engaged 1n the wholesale raw Opium trade. 'I'he names of the
shops are as follows:—

Chung Hop, established for over 30 years.

Yau Lee, 2] 1 e 20 33

Fook Loong, o +e o ST LG

Shun Ye Shui, ,, in Namhung over 50 years.
; and in Canton 10 years.

The Samshui Magistrate has also closed the Fook On Loong hong
at Samshui. This hong does not deal in Opium, butis _merely an agency
tor the above hongs tor forwarding Opiun to Kiangsi.

'he closure of the above shops is due to a petition by the Kwangtung
Opium Farmers to the Anti-Opium Bureau alleging vhat smuggling 18
carried on, and asking the Buveau to punish the dealers, so that there
may be no losgs in the collection of tax: In the petition, a copy of
which is in our possession, it is also stated that they (the Farmers)
approached you on the matter and that you informed them that should
there be any smuggling you will not interfere, ag it is wiilin the rights
of the Chinese to deal with such cases as they think fit, so, “we, the
petitioners, assure the Bureau that the foreigners will not protect
these people.” 'The Bureau accordingly ordered the peremptory closing
of the shops. :

We must strongly protest against the high handed action on the
part of the I{wangtupg officials. The Kiangsi dealers agsure us that
all the Opium going to Kiangsi vian Kwangtung receive at destination
oificial cortificates from the local avthorities. These oceortificates are

53
B

sent to Kwangtung to satisfy the farmers that the shipments are
bona-fide, and we understand that this arrangement originated with
the Farmers themselves.

Now, without the least proof that any of the above shops have in
any way smuggled Opium back to Kwangtung, apart from the fact that
H., M’s. Government do not recognise the tax, the Bureau have arbi-
trarily orvdered the closing of all the shops. By the closure of these
hongs Opium cannot go to Kiangsi fromr Hongkong, and the object of the
farmers is to force the Kiangsi dealers to buy their Opium in Canton,
on which the Kwangtung tax has been paid.

We shall therefore be much obliged if you will take such steps as
will enable the above shops to continue their business as hitherto.—We
huve, &ec., 7

DAVID SASSOON & CO., LT,
E. D. SASSOON & CO.
J. W. Jamieson, Esq., H. M’s. Consul-General, Canton.

Hongkong, 18th April, 1911.
Sir,—We have the honour to enclose for your information copy of
a letter we have addressed the Consul General at Canton, re the closure
of certain Opium shops at Canton and Samshui.

In this connection we would refer you to our letter of the Sth inst.,in
which we commented on Mr. Jamieson’s remark to the Viceroy that *‘in

the event of such irregularity being proved, I have no objections to offer
to condign punishment keing inflicted.”

As you will see from the enclosed letter, this attitude of the Consul-
General has had the effect of ecncouraging the Canton Farmers to take
drastic steps in regard to the shops trading with Kiangsi.—We have,
&e.,

L
DAVID SASBOON & CO.. LTD.
E. D. SASS00N & CO

Hou. Mr. C. Clementi, Colonial Secretary

His Majesty’s Consulate, ¥oochow,
April 24th, 1911
8ir,-~I am in receipt of your despatch of the 13th inst., forwarding
copy of a joint letter from Messrs D. Sassoon and Co., and E. D.
Sassoon and Co., enclosing translation of a Proclamation 1ssued by the

Taotai of Police at Foochow, and asking if I can supply you with any
further information on the subject,

Both the regmnlations of which you enclose a translation, and the
ragulations previously issued have formed the subject of written and
telegraphic communications from me to His Majesty’s Minister at
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Peking. I pointed out the evils which would result from their enforce-
ment, the unfairness to traders, the risk of large claims for undelivered
stock, and the breach (as I regard it) of the agreement between the two
Governments to trade in Opium until the year 1917.

T have as yeb received no information from His Majesty’s Minister,
but it is generally rumoured, and a statement appears in thiz sense in
the local native newspapers, that my representations have resulted in
telegraphic instructions having been sent by the Wai-Wu-Pu to the
Viceroy to withdraw or modify the objectionable regulations.

I have, however, no official confirmation of this report, and regret
that I am not as yet in a position to give you any further information
regarding it.—1 am, &c., d

E. 0. WERNER, H. M. Consul,
The Honourable, The Colonial Secretary

Hongkong, 7th June, 1911.
Sir,—We have the honour to enclose for your information copy of a
letter of to-day's date addressed by us to the Colonial Becretary with
teference to the Opinm question.—We have, &c.,
DAVID SASSOON & CO., LTD.
Hon. Mr. E. A. Hewett, Chairman.
Hongkong General Chamber of Commerce,

Hongkong, 7th June, 1911.

Sir,—Since we had the honour to address you last on the 1st inst.,
we have received further particulars from cur Agent at Foochow relat-
ing to the position there, to the effect that the restrictions are still
in force and business remaing at a standstill.

The principal districts affected are Ku Tien Hsien, Tstung, An
Hsien., Yang K, Chen Sha, Hsien (Saryune) Yu Chil Hsien, Chien Ping,
and Yien Ping Fu, which you will observe cover a very considerable
area.

We are further informed that H. M’s. Consul has received instruc-
tions trom H. M's.Minister to insist upon the withdrawal of all local
restrictions which interfere with the wholesale trade and although this
may 1n a measure be considered satisfactory, the most important point
involved, viz., that of the aholishment of all restrictions both local
and 1n the interior on the retail trade has been overlooked, or is being
purposely avoided. The interior trade is practically all retail, and, with
that abolished, there can be no wholesale business and the new agree-
ment is rendered nugatory and farcical.

We trust to receive early information of the steps you have taken
in fthis matter.—We are, &c.,

DAVID SASSOON & CO., LTD.
: . D. SASSO0ON & CO.
Hon. Mr. C. Clement:, Colonial Secretary

]

Hongkong, 14th June, 1911

Bir,—We beg to enclose for your information copy of a letter of
to-day’s date addressed by us to the Colonial Secretary on the Opwum
question.—We have, &e.,

DAVID SASSOON & CO., LTD,,
The Hon. Mr. E. A. Hewett,
Chairman, Chamber of Commerce,

Honzkong, l4th June, 1911

Sir,—Since we last had the honour of addressing you we have
received a letter from our Agents at Foochow as follows:—

“The condition of Article VII. of the new treaty to which you
‘“refer, appears *o us to have a loop-hole for subterfuge on the part
“of the Chinese Government, as it merely alludes to the withdrawal
“onf all restrictions on the wholesale trade, whereas, to have been
“more explicit, and to have done away with any doubt as to the
“meaning it was meant to convey; it should no doubt have read
“all restrictions interfering with the wholesale trade.

“Althcugh you addressed the Colonial Secretary on the 1st inst.
“and the matter was referred by him to H. M. Minister by tele-
* gram, the restrictions still remain 1 force and business continues
“‘at a standstill The triplicate licence has not been withdrawn and
“the Opium Boilers’ Tax now amounts to $700. per picul, it having
“peen increased from $420.to that figure just four days prior to the
“gigning of the new agreement on the 8th ulto.”

QOur Agents alsc add that from the 16th May to the 10th of June
deliveries of Opium ex Customs Bonded Godown amount to 4 chests
only. The extent of loss to our business will be apvarent to you from
this tact.

We trust that our Minister at Peking has given formal notice to the
Chinese (Government that the merchants intend claiming for any losses
that they may incur owing to this unwarranted interference with our
trade.—We have, &c.,

DAVID SASSOON & CO, LT1.
L. D. SASSOON & CO.

The Hon. Mr. W. D. Barnes, Colonial Secretary.
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UANTON OPIUM QUESTION
Hongkong, 16th June, 181]
Sir,—We beg to enclose copy of a letter we have addressed to the
Colonral Secretary on the Opium question.

We would request the Chamber to be so good as to take the matter
up, We fegl sure that all British Merchants must feel keenly the
humilating position of the British Government in finding an agreement
only recently entered into with the Chinese Government being deliber-
ately broken and that the protests made by the merchants engaged
in the trade have been so far without effect. —We have, &c.

' DAVID SASSOON & (0., LTD.
E. D. SASSOON & CO,
Hon, Mr. E. A. Hewett, Chairman,
Hiughong Chamber of Commerce,

Hongkong, 16th June, 1911.

Sir,—Persistent rumours of a reliable nature have reached us
recently to the effect that the Canton Authorities are considering the
question of establishing an Opium Farm there, in other words, they
intend to institute an Opium Menopoly in a new form. This will be
detrimental to our trade.

Although the scheme has not yet taken definite shape, we do not
think it premature to bring this matter forward now, as it is well to
enter our protest at once in order to prevent the wholesale trade from
being thrown into confusion, which will be the case if the establish-
ment of a farm is persisted in.

In Foochow our trade continues to be at a standstill owing to the
action of the Provincial Authorities, regarding which we have at various
times addressed you.

Owing to the recent heavy increase in Duty and Likin from Haikwan
Tls. 119 .to Tls. 250, agreed to by H. M. Government, 1t was hoped that
the coudition contained in Paragtaph VII. of the Agreement wou.d
be strictly adhered to by the Chinese, and insisted upon by the British
Govermnent. Thig Paragraph was practically a dead letter from the
moment, the Agrecment was signed and ocur trade ccntinues to be
harassed by th» old obstructicns an restrictions. It is stipulated in the
clause above referred to that the ‘ Chinese will at once cause to be
withdrawn all restrictions placed by the Provincial Authorities on the
wholesale trade in Indian Opium, ete.” and that should the conditions
not be duly observed “His Majesty’s Government shall be at liberty
to suspend or terminate this Agreement at any time.” In view of this
arrangement we would inguirepwhat steps the British Government
intend to take to insist upon the agreement being respected.

At Foochow we hold a heavy stock of Opium which 1s unzaleable
owing to restrictive measures, and our losses are accumulating, As
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vreviously requested we trust you have advised the British Minister to
formally notify the Chinese Government that the British Merchants
will claim for all losses they may sustain. —We have, &c.,
DAVID SASSOON & CO., LTD.
E. D. SASSOON & CO.
Hon. My .W. D. Barnes, Colomal Secretary,

Hongkong, z6ta J'l-me, 1911.
Sir,— We beg to enclose for your information copy of a letter of ta

day’s date with the enclosures referred to tiherein, addressed by us to
tiie Colonial Secretary on the Opium question—We have, &c.,

DAVID SASSOON & CO., LTD.
Hon. Mr. E. A. Hewett, Chairman,

Honglong Chamber of Commerce,

Hongkong, 26th June, 1911.

Bir,—We beg to enclose a copy of a letter we have addressed .
B. M’s. Consul-General at Canton re a reported establishment of a
monopoly and increase in the taxation of Opium at Canton.

The translation referred to in our letter to the Consul General iz
also enclosed for your information.

We shall be much obliged if H. E. the Governor will also make
representations on the matter to the Consul-General as well as to H.B.
M. Minister in the hope that the scheme will be frustrated in time.—
We have, &c., :

DAVID BASSOON & CO., LTD.
E. D. BASSOON & CO.
The Hon. Mr, W. D. Barnes, Colonial Secretary,

Hongkong, 24th June, 1911.
Sir,—We beg to enclose for your infomation a cutting which has
appeared in all the local Chinese papers together with a translation of
same, regarding a suggestion to establish a monopoly for the sale of
prepared Opium. You will find pariiculars of the scheme fiom the
enclosed copy of the translation.

Our dealers inform us that the scheme has been approved of by
the Viceroy, and that it is to come into force on Monday, the 26th inst.
They further inform us that all the prepared Opium shops must take out
licences from the new Farmer, and only those holding the Farmer’s
licence can boil and sell only to the licencees, and the old system of
triplicate permits for the purchase and sale of raw Opium will again
be entorced.
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The charge of 40 cents per tael for the go-called Anti-Opium medi-
cine which is to be mixed at the time of boiling, is simply an ingenious
method of taxing Opium. It will amount to $10. per ball, or $400. pex
chest. 3

We submit that the above scheme is a violation of the New Treaty,
and we shall be obliged if you will kindly enter a strong protest with
the Viceroy.

We are sending a eopy of this letter to the local Uovernment.—
We have, &e.,

DAVID SASSOON & CO., LTD.
E. D. SBASS0O0ON & CO.
J. W. Jamieson Esq., C. M. &, H. B, M. Consul-General, Canton.

A merchant has suggested to the Canton Viceroy an effective way
of helping Opium smokers to rid themselves of the hahit. The prepared
Opium dealers should ke required to add four candareens of Anti-Opium
medicine to each tael of prepared Opium.

Tor each candareen of this medicine the charge is 10 cents. That is,
for every tael of prepared Opium, an extra charge of 40 cents.

‘the compound in the Opium will have the gradual effect of lessening
the tendency to indulgence of Opium smokers. The sale of the Anti-
Opium medicine is to be monopolised.

As regards the preparation of Opium, only the prepared Opium
dealers will have the privilege, while the consuming public will be strictly
forbidden to turn raw into preparved Opiuwm. All the labourers employed
to prepare Opium must be registered and photographed.

They are required to report daily on the quantity of Opium they have
prepared and they must give the names of the owners of shops for whom
they have prepared the Opium.

The suggestion of the merchant, it is reported, has been acted on.

Iiongkong, 28th June, 1911.
Sir,—We beg to enclose for your information copy of a letter received
froin H.M. Consul-Gleneral at Canton in reply to our communication
reterred to in our letter to you of 25th June re Onium. - We lLave, ete.,
: DAVID SASS0O0N & CO., LTD.
Hon, Mr. E. A, Hewett, Chairman,
Hongkong Chamber of Commerce,
H.13.M. Consulate General, Canton,
Canton, 27th June, 1911.

CGentlemen,—I am in receipt of your letter of the 24th instant on the
subject of a proposed new tax on prepared Opium, which you hold te
be a violaticn of the agreement of May 28th last.
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In reply I beg to state that I have so far no information of such a
levy being enforced here. The Provincial Authorities, it is true, are
considering ways and means of taxing prepared Opium which shall not
conflict with the recent Agreement, but until their plans are matured
one cannot form an opinion as to whether or not they constitute an
infraction thereof.

T am exnlicitiy instructed by His Majesty’s Minister that immunity
from taxation in port of import applies to raw Opium only, farther, that
T am to take special care to see that no provincial restrictions or taxation
are introduced.

On the other hand, the Immnerial Edict of May 9th, the terms of
which have been approved by His Majesty’s Government, directs that
the Provinces are to redouble their efforts effectively to carry out the
prohibition of production, the smoking and the transport of Opium.
Accordingly, any steps taken to increase the charges on the prepared
form of the drug, to render smoking irksome cr expensive, to regulate
the izsne of Licences, ete,, would not appear to form subject of legiti-
mate protest.—I am, etc.,

(Signed) J. W. JAMIESUN, H

Consul-General.
Messrs. David Sassoon and Co,, Ltd., and E. D. Sasscon and Co.

Hongkong, 20th June, 1911.
Sir,—We beg to enclose for your information cepy of a letter of
vesterday’s date addressed by us to H.B.M. Consul-General at Canton
on the Opium question.—We have, ete.,
DAVID SASB00N & CO., LTD.
Hon. Mr. E. A. Hewett, Chairman,
Hongkong Chamber of Commerce.

Hongkong, 28th June, 1911.

Sir,—We have the honour to acknowledge the receipt of your letter
of the 27th inst., informing us that so far no information has been
received by you of a proposed new tax being enforced at Canton.

Verv stronz renorts continue to be received by us to the effect tuat
a scheme for the taxation of Opium is being devised in a form caleu-
lated to interfere with the wholesale trade, and we are anxious that
the Chinese authorities should be reminded at this stage and before
their plans are matured that no interference with the wholesals trade
will be permitted, and that the terms of the new agreement must be
respected. With the duty and likin increased from Tls.110 to Tls.359,
any attempts to interfere with the wholesale trade would involve us in

L]
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heavy losses. We would therefore request you to be so kind as to
take such steps as you may think best to protect the interests of
British trade.—We have, etc.,

DAVID SASSOON & CO., LTu.
E. D. SASSOON & CO.
J. W. Jamieson, Esq., C.}M.G.,

H.B.M. Consul-General, Canton.

Hongkong, 20th July, 1911.
Dear Sir,—We beg to enclose for the information of your Chamber
copy of our letter of the 28th inst addressed to H.B. M, Consul-General
at Canton re Opium.—We are, etc.,

DAVID SASSOON & CO., LTD,
E. A, M. Williams, Fsq., Secretary,
Hongkong Chamber of Commerce.

Hongkong, 28th July, 1911.

Sir,—With reference to the new medicine tax, we have the honour
to inform vou that the following telegram, dated Peking, the 25th inst.,
was published in the “Hongkong Daily Press,” as well as in the
native papers:—

““An Imperial Edict has been issued which enjoins strict
compliance with the Ownium agreement in vhe Provinces, par-
ticularly in Kuangtung, and holds the Viceroys responsible
for the suppression of illegal taxation.”

It was expected that the withdrawal of the proclamation would
follow immediately on its wake, so far this has not been the case, and
in consequence the trade continues at a standstill.

Though this medicine tax has not yet been enforced, and we under-
stand an application by a dealer has been refused and it may be there-
fore considered virtually withdrawn, yet as long as the proclamation
is allowed to stand confidence cannot be restored.

For the week ending vesterday the total deliveries of Bengal Opinm
from this port amounted to 12 chests only. This figure will indicate to
you how demoralised the trade is mow.

We shall therefore be much obliged if you will take such steps as
will secure the immediate withdrawal of the proclamation.—We have,
o

DAVID SASSOON & CO., LTD,
J. W. Jamieson, Ezq., C.M.G.,
H.B.M. Consul-General, Canton.
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PROHIBITION OF IMPORT INTO CHINA OF PERSIAN
AND TURKISH OPIUM.
Colonial Secretary’'s Office,
Hongkong, 25th July, 1911.

Sir,—I am directed to inform you that Sir J. Jordan has been
officially netified by the Chinese Government that they have decided to
profizbit entry into, and transit between ports in, China of Persian
and Turkish opium as from the 1st January, 1912.—I am, etec.,

WARREN BARNES,
Colonial Secretary.
The Secretary, The Hongkong General Chamber of Commerce.

(Customs Notification.
Importation of Non-Indian Opium Into China.

The British Indian Government has already made an agreement
by which the export of the Indian drug from the ports ot that country
to China will be annually diminished at a rate which will secure the
extinetion of the trade in 10 years from 1908.

To secure that the importation of other Upium shall be diminished
pari passu with the Indian drug up to extinction pomnt the appended
three rules governing the imporiation of non-indian Opium in to China
will come into force on the Ist January, 1909, in accordance with
instructions received through the Inspector General:— i

(1) From the 1st January, 1609, Peysian and Turkish Opium
may only be imported into Chinese treaty ports under special permits
tc be obtained from the Commissioner of Customs at Kowloon, one
permit for every chest. These permits to state that the Opium
covered by them may be transported to any treaty port in Chins,
paying, after arrival, duty and likin in accordance with regulations.
Persian and Turkish Opium imported into any part of China without
permits will be confiscated.

(2.) Taking 1,125 piculs as an average figure of recent annual 1m
portation into China of Persian and Turkish Opium, beginning from
the year 1009, the amount for which Special Permits will be issued will
be decreased every year by one-ninth, ie., by 125 piculs. In 1909
permits will therefore only be issued for 1,000 piculs, and this figure
will be decreased similarly in each of the seven following years. After
1916 no more permits will be issued, and the importation inte China
will cease like that of Indian Opium,

(3.) Buch special permits will only be 1ssued to merchants known
by the Maritime Customs to have been engaged in the Persian and
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Turkish Opium trade, and will be distributed among them in propor-
{ion to the average number of piculs imported by each of them into
China during the years 1905 and 1807.
Customn House, Kowloon, 30th June, 1908.
W. R. M. D. PARR,

Acting Commissioner of Customs for Kowloon and District.

Hongkong, 27th July, 1911
Dear Bir,—We beg to acknowledge receipt ot your iavour ef the
27th inst. in regard to the decision of the Chinese Government to
prohipit entry into and transit between ports :n China of Persian and
Turkish Onium as from 1st January, 1912,
We have already addressed a letter to the Colonial Secretary, and
have requested him to telegraph to Sir John Jordan on the matter.
We have much pleasure in sending vou enzlosed a copy of the
above letter, and trust your Committece will support the views ex-
pressed therein.—We are, etc.,
DAVID SASSOON & CO., LTD.
The Secretary, Hongkong Chamber of Commerce.

Hongkong, 27th July, 1911.
Sir,~We have the honour to acknowledge receipt of your letter of
the Zist inst., informing us that Sir John Jordan has been officially
notified by the Chinese Government that they have decided to pro-

" hibit entry into and transit between ports in China of Persian and

Turkish Opium as from Ist January, 1912.

A Customs notification was issued on the 30th June, 1907 (as per
your letter of the 21st August, 1908), a copy of which we beg to enclose.
You will observe that this notification has for its object “to secure
that the impovtation of other Opium will be duninished pari passu with
the Indian drug np to extinction point, ete.”

Clause 2 of the notification reads as follows:—

““Taking 1,125 piculs as an average figure of recent annual
importation into China of Persian and Turkish Opium, begin-
ning from the year 1909, the amount for which Special Permits
will be issued will be decreased every year by one.nminth, ie.,
by 125 piculs. In 1909 permits will therefore only be 1ssued for
1,000 piculs, and this figure will be decreaged similarly in each
of the seven following years. After 1916 no move permits wilt
be issued, and the importation into China will cease hike that of
indian Opium.”

Un the strength of this notification we have been carrying on our
business in Persian Opium, and it is hardly credible that five months
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should be considered sufficient time to bring an important trade, ih
wnicn we are still largely involved, to an end. As you will ohserve
from the notification, the China market is restricted to the number of
permits issued in diminishing number each year, we have not therefore
a free hand to liquidate our Persian business within the period of five
months, as all our permits for this year are nearly exhausted.

1t may be suggested that Persian Opiuin is not entirely confined to
the Unina market. This is so to a certain extent, but for some qualities
of Persian Opium the demand is praclically limited to the China
market. Furthermore, it would manifestly "‘be extremely unfair to
close China against us without reasonable notice and place us at the
mercy of the limited outlets available which have already become very
difticult to deal with in consequence of the large quantity of uncertified
Bengal thrown ou the market at very cheap prices.

We would request you to cable to Sir John Jordan, laying these
important facts before him and impressing upon him the necessity of
negotiating with the Chinese Authorities for more liberal terms, so as
to enable us to withdraw from the Persian trade without incurring
heavy losses.—We have, etc.,

DAVID SASSOON & CO., LTD.
L. D. SASSOON & Co.
The Hon. Colonial Secretary,

J Hongkong General Chamber of Commerce,
Hongkong, 20th July, 1911.

Sir,--1 beg to inform you that Messrs. Sassoon and Co. hava for-
warded to the Chamber of Commerce copy of their letter of the %7th
inst. dealing with the importation of Persian Opium. ‘'he facts as
set forth in their letter are clearly stated and explain themselves.

Auter full consideration, the Committee of the Hongkong Chamber
of Commerce ave agreed that the protest made by Messrs, Sassoons
18 a reasonable one,

Eritish Merchants engaged In ihe Oplum trade were justified in
belizving that they could continue to deal in Persian Opium on the
same terme as the Indian drug as no notice to the contrary has heen
given by the British Government, nor did China make any pronounce.
ment as to its future policy on the question during the recent nego-
tiations.

In the opinion of this Chamber, the merchants are justified in
asking that sufficient time and facilities be given them to dispose
of their present stocks and that a like treatment in this respect be
granted as was accorded to the Indian Opium,

Under these circumstances, I trust that His Excellency will agree
to Messrs. Sassoons’ request and telegraph to Sir John Jordan on the
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subject, and that at the same time he will see his way to supporting
their application.—-I have, etc.,

EDBERT A, HEWETT, Chairman.
“The Honorahle, The Colonial Secretary.

Hongkong, 8th August, 1911.
Dear Sir,—We beg to enclose for the information of your Oh_amber
copy of a letter addressed by us to the Celonial Secretary re Opium, —
We are, ete., ;
TAVID SASSOON & CO., LTL.
The Secretary, Hongkong General Chamber of Commerce,

Hongkong, 7th August, 1911

Sir,—With reference to our recent interview we have the honour
to draw vour attention to the note at foot giving our gtock qf_ Persmfn
in excess of the amount permitted to be imported into China this
year.

“With respect to your inquiries about the Formosa market, we beg‘ to
point out that this is an outlet on which we cannot wholly rely . ‘I'he
requirements of Formosa are for a grade of Persian yleldl'ng over _8
per cent. of morphia and the bulk of our stock does not consist of this
~ standard of qualty. Formosa draws its supplies from various sources.
The Japanese have frequently purchased large lines of Tgrklsh, .Pat-na,
Benares, and even Chinese Opium. At the present time owing to
the market being well stocked with cheap uncertified Benggl Oplum,
the lormosa market will doubtless give its attention to th1's descrip-
tion of dvug. Furthermore, it would place us in a very uncn_\ﬁa.ble posi-
tion to be compelled to depend entirely upon Formosa in the event ol
China being closed against us, as this marcket would obviously be able
to dictate terms which we would be powerless to resist.

We beg you to transmit the following cable to H. E. 8ir John
Jordan, Peking, and we trust same will have your strongest support.

“Have heen conducting Persian trade on strength Customs
notification 1808, which states definitely, importation cease 1916,
(stop) summary notice prohibiting imports end 1911, e:f_;_tr.emely
arbitrary measure. Kindly take urgent steps, negotiate Waiwupu
obtain permits cover our stock, and extension of time two years,
enable us ship China gradually, according regquirements of trade,
as if we accumulate unsold stock at outports, dealers will com-
bine, result detrimental to our interests.--We have, ete.,

DAVID SASSOON & CO., LTD.
E. D. BABSOON & CO.
The Hon. Colonial Secretary, Precent.
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Btock above referred to:—

David Sassoon and Co., Ltd., 219 chests.
K. D. Bassoon and Co., 299 ,,

Colonial Secretary’s Office,
Hongkong, 14th August, 1911
Persian Opium Permita,

Sir,—In your letter of the 20th ultimo, I am directed to inform
you that His Excellency the Governor, is in telegraphic correspondence
on the above subject with His Majesty’s Minister at Peking, to whom
a copy of your letter has been forwarded.—I am, etc.,

C. CLEMENTI, Colonial Secretary.
The Chairman, Hongkong Chamber of Commerce

‘olonial Secretary’s Office,
23rd August, 1911.

Bir,—With reference to the letter from this department No. 5125-08
of the 4th inst., I am directed to inform you that Sir John Jordan fears
that to obtain any extension of time is impossible, but that, if he
can be supplied witn full particulars of stocks in excess of import fox
1911, he will use his utmost endeavour with the Chinese Government
to induce them to authorise its import into China during the present
year.

2. I am, therefore, to suggest that you should consult the Opium
merchants coacerned with a view of forwarding to Sir John Jordan by
telegram or otherwise, as soon as possible, the required particulars
of stocks—I am, etec.,

C. CLEMENTI, Colonial Secretary,
The Chairman, The Chamber of Commerce,

Hongkong, 31st August, 1911.
Dear Sir,—Enclosed we beg to hand you copy of a letter we have
addressed to the Colonial Secretary, in reply to their letter to you
of the 23rd August, No. 5125-08.

We shall thank you to circulate same amongst the members of your
Committee, and we trust you will again write to the Colonial Secretary
in support of same.—We are, ete.,

DAVID SASSOON & CO., LTD.
The Secretary, Hongkong General Chamber of Commerce,
: 31st August, 1911,

Sir,—We have the honour to inform you that the Chamber of Com-
merce have handed us your letter of the 25rd inst., No. 512508, which
states that Sir John Jordan fears that to obtain woy extension of time
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ig i i ; i ¥ lied with full particulars
is impossible, but that if he can be supplie - :

ot stol;iis in zxcess of import for 1911, he will use his utmost ejnde‘a,-
vour with the Chinese Government to induce them rto authorise its
import into China during the present year.

You turther suggest to the Chamber that we should be consulted
with a view to forwarding to Sir John Jogdan by telegrf;«tm or other-
wise, as soon as possible, the required particulars of stocic.

We beg to tender our thanks to H. B. M’s. Minister for assuring
us of his assistance.

/ i illi f the Chinese Gov-
We beg to point out that the unw;llmgnesg 0 _
ernment togextend the period within which the Oprum may be importea
into China appears to us to be extremely unreasonable.

As the number of chests that may be imported into (i'\mr;a
will be clearly defined, and a permit issued for ea'clf c(_iesb,
there seems no reasen whatever, why our ?rade should be ;nj;llre v
our being compelled to rush stocks into C‘hn‘}a by the end of the year,
instead of, without any disadvantage to China, as far as we can Sf}f,
being permitted to dispose of stocks without ;sl?.cmg ourselv;,ls Btfxtexi
mercy of the dealers at the outports by beg given a reasapg e( e
sion of time. We must here explain that, unhke_Bengai .01nulm ‘_x; ic
is manufactured by the G‘overnmeny of Ilndia ‘a.nd 18 OtT];?l t;rn;
weight and quality), Persian Opium varics very considerably. Ji ae
makes it extremely inconvenient to ship stogks to the outports, das
the demand at each port varies from time to time for particular grﬁ des
of the drug. Furthermore, as we have p{e'kusly pomted' out, China
is not the only outlet for Persian Oplum, thiz market supplies Formo;!a.
and sSingapore, and at times even Londo'n, therefore, apart from the
trade with China, Hongkong is a .distrzbu_tmg ﬁce_ntra, g0 the verg
Opium that we may be compelled to import into Uhina may be wante
for the other markets.

The object of the Chinese Governme_:nt 'is gecured 'by limiting
imports to a fixed number of chests and'lssumg a permit for e:very
single chest imported, therefore, by conceding to us a.reeysone_Lble exten-
sion of time, we shall be enabled to close our _trade in Persian O_plum
with China without undue detriment to our interests, or any inter-
ference with the object China has in view.

On the strength of a Customs Notification of Sune, 1908, we hla;ve
been conducting our trade, ‘The object 'of the_ notlﬁcgm.on was tq
secure that the importation of other Opium W}ﬂ E),e dlmn.nshed pari
passu, with the Indian drug up to extinction point. The 1mgorﬂat10n
of Indian drug is not to cease by the end of this year. Persw,, hovcr-
ever, not heing a Treaty Power, China a.ppm'ent'ly hag th‘e right to m_alue
any condition she pleases with regard tol thellmportatlon of Persfl@u,
The trade, however, in this Opium is mainly in the hands of British
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merchants, and if the notification of 1908 is. to be cancelled, the least
we can expect 18 a reasonable period within which to withdraw from
thg trade.

Stocks: The number of chests in which we are interested is 521
chests.—We have, etc.,

DAVID SASSCON & CO., LTD.
E. D. SASSOON & (0,
The Hou. Colonial Secretary, Present, '

203 chests, David Sassoon and Co.
318 ,, E. D. Basgoon and Co.

521 chests.

gt e e

Hongkong, 14th September, 1911

Dear Sir,—With reference to our previous correspondence on this
aubject, we beg to submit that owing to factors which have now arigen,
there will now be no material advantage to us in the concession you so
heartily supported us to obtain from the Chinese Government in regard
to the available stocks of Persian.

The Japanese Government have called for a tender for 250 chests,
the supply of which will considerably diminish our stocks, Further-
more, in consequence of reports now coming in of bad crop in Persia
and l'urkey, estimated at a shortage of 50 per cent., tresh supplies
will be smail, and ths Lerdor market in consequence is very strong.
With a demand arising from that quarter, and the prospect of further
tenders from Formosa between now and the end of the year, the stock
that will be left in our hands does not make it worth our while to press
the matter any further. e

Thanking you for the support you have given us.—We are, etc.,

DAVID SASSOON & CO., LTD.
E. D. SASSOON & CO.

Hon. Mr, E. A. Hewett, Chairman,
Hongkong General Chamber of Commerce,

CLAYTONNISING OF SHIPS AND TRANSFVERENCE OF
GOODS BY RAT-FREE LIGHTERS.
Colonial Secrstary’s Office, Hongkeng.
Hongkong, %7th September, 1911.
Sir,—I am directed to forward for the consideration of your Com-
mittee the enclosed copy of a'letter from the Consul-General for the
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Netherlands, dated the 26th of last July, together with cppies of miit-
utes dated the 26th idem, and the 1st ultimo, by the Medical Oﬁ.icervof
Health, and the Health Officer of Port respectively., and I am to inquire
whether you can give this Government an approximate estimate of the
number of vessels which would have to be ‘“‘claytonnised’” to meet the
requirements of the Philippines and Netherlands-india Governments.
His Excellency the Governor would also be glad to learn what are
the views of your Committee on the subject of requiring transference
of goods to be made by rat-free lighters.—I am, ete.,
WARREN BARNES, Colonial Secretary.

The Chairman, The Hongkong General Chamber of Commerce.
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The Medical Officer of the United Siates Marine Hospital Service
informs me that the American Government in Manila contemplate
requiring goods to be transferved by rat-free lighters when consigned
to the Philippines from Plague infected Ports, so that there is
evidently a strong tendency for Plague free Ports to impose such a con-
dition, and it would be advisable, therefore, for the Hongkong Author-
ities to make arrangements for realising this sanitary precaution, eo
that the Health Officer of the Port may be in a position to grant
the required certificate in those cases in which it is deemed neces-
gary.

FRANCIS CLARK, Medical Officer of Health.

— ———

Hon. Colonial Secretary,

e

| Hongkong, 26th July, 1811 ey _
i Sir,—The Netherland-Indian Quarantine Ordinance of 1911 pro- hI thmé‘ 113 1;3}11“31{{"361’15‘3%;19“91' ?etgd‘greg to the Hon. P.OM.O,
I 1 ik vides that plague-free ships not having on board any traceable signs of BisrLEREO LML AR Ca T (H{ERReEEgn 120 JEdRR g
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il plague and neither an extraordinary mortality among rats, having lef 2. 1 attach letter dated 26th July, 1911, from the Dutch Consul-
| jess than 21 days before a plague infected port, shall only be admitted General.

Hil 'I to 1st class Netherland-Indian Ports. If certain conditions are, how-
R ever, fulfilled, they may enter also 2nd class Ports.

| {4“ i - In order now to be in a position to consider, whether the favor of

il el |

E. D. C. WOLFE, H. 8. D. 26.7.11

Minute of 1st August, 1911, by the Health Officer of Port, Hongkong.
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admitting the above ships in a 2nd class Port, might be gra,pted in
certain cases, the Chief Inspector of the Netherland-Indiwn Cavil Sani-
tary Department should like to know if there exists in the qu‘f:. of
Hongkong an installation for the claytonnising of ships, and, 1.£. HO,
whether there is possibility to load those claytonnised stups from _nqht-
ers, in which all the rats have been destroyed, so that there is no
danger of the entry of rats from ashore into those ships taking in
cargo.

I have now been requested to inform the Sanitary Department
at Batavia, whether i1t is possible in Hongkong to realise the pre.
ceding sanitary measures, and, if so, whether in each ctncerned case,
and on application by the interested shipping, the Hongkong Sanitary
Department would be willing to grant a certificate, that the abovs sani-
tary conditions have been fulfilled. On presentation of this certificate
there iz a possibility for a more liberal treatment in the Netherland-
India for ships coming from plague infected Ports as Hongkong is.

You will oblige me very much if you would enable me to give an
answer to the preceding questions put to me by he fanitary Autheor.
ities of Batavia.—I am, ete.,

DE REUS, Consul-General
To the Head of the Sanitary Department, Hongkong.

Duplicate, 8. B. 0., 5463-11,, H. 8. D.

In the first place I doubt very much whether the transference of
cargo, destined for the Philippines, into rat-free lighters is wholly
practicable, and for this reason. A large amount, wrobably 9-10ths,
of the cargo so transterred goes into Chinese cargo boats and not into
lighters in the ordinary sense. By the term lighter I mean the proper
Euccpem des'g® boats, which can be completely covered (ver. Ruch
lighters alone can be properly made rat-free, and it is obvious that it
is impossible to do so with the ordinary open Chinese cargo boab, as
they cannot be made airtight. Under the circumstances, the only way
to carry out the plan desired by the Manila authorities would be to
approach the shippers and merchants in this Colony, pointing out the
anvantages which would accrue if they adopted the systam of using only
proper lighters after they had been made rat-free. A letter to the
Chamber of Commerce would be the best means of ascertaining this.
Unless they come in with the scheme, of course it cannot be done, or
unless the Manila Government were to pass a law that, unless cargo
was borne right through from the shippers to its destination on rat-
free lighters and vessels, it would not be admitted to Manila. Such a
course would, of course, simplify matters, and the merchants would
have to conform to the laws. Assuming that the merchants are agree-
able to do this, the rest of the matter is quite simple enough. ‘I'he
Clayton 502 apparatus is still in the Colony, and would be available
to go alongside a ship for disinfection. The agreement with the Fumi-
gatin;' and Disinfecting Bureau still holds good for this purpose, the

PN p— )

charge being $200 per ship. As to the fumigating of highters, I have
ascertained from the above Company that they are prepared to under-
take this at the rate of $75.00 each for the largest size lighters, with
a reduced sliding scale for smaller ones and special terms when a

The Government of Hongkong have an agreement with the
Disinfecting Bureau for the use of their Clayten machine—on pay-
| ment—Ifor the disinfection of Plague infected ships.

i

e i

o |

| -
UL ||



70
S

number of lighters are fumigated in one day. When ughters are to
be fumigated it would be necessary for these to te moorad alongside
the Company’s barge at Causeway Bay.

Hongkong Chamber of Commerce,
Hongkong, 9th December, 1911.

Sir,—I am now directed to reply to your letter of the 7th Septem-
bar, 1911 (No. 4,125’11), with enclosures enquiring whether wy Com-
mittee could give the approximate number of vessels which would have
to be ““claytonnised ”’ to meet the requirements of the Philippines and
Netherlands-India Governments, and also requesting toeir views on
the subject of the transference of goods by rat-free lighters.

With regard to the first question, my Committee would refer the
Government to the Chamber’s Reports for 1902 and 19804, where the
objections to the * claytonnising”’ of ships with part cargoes on board
are tully dealt with.

In regard to the transference of goods by rat-free lighters my Com-
mittee consider that with the present class of lighters in use in tae
Colony this 1s an absolute impossibility.

Asg is well-known, all the so-called lighters are in reality Chinese
cargo boats, and there are pactically no lighters , in the proper sense
of the word, outside the few owned by private Companies,

It is obviously impossible to make these cargo boats rat-free, as
they are constantly alongside jetties, river and coasting steamers and
other craft receiving and discharging goods. Rats may tioerefore come
on board at any moment or be concealed in many eclasses of cargo
without anyone being aware of their presence. 1t will thus be seen
that the value of a fumigation may be rendered nugatory even a few
hours after it had been effected.

In the above circumstances, the question naturally arises as to the
period for which a rat-free certificate will hold good, and as to whether
the cargo boat holding the certificate is really rat-iree at any time
during such period. To relieve this uncertainty trequent fumigation
will have to be made, and the expense of doing this would be more
than Chmese shippers and cargo boat owners could or would be willing
to submit to.

Further, a large proportion of the trade to the Philippines and the
Netherlands India is in rice, fresh goods, ete., which cannot well be
handled in fumigated lighters.

In conclusion, my Committee are of the opmion that if the
American Government were to pass such a law, as 1s suggested in the
Health Officer’s report, and which no doubt the U.S. Medical Officer
at this port would like to see adopted, the local trade to the Philippines
would be seriously hampered, if not stopned altogether.
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For the same reascn set forth above, my Committee consider that
the proposal contained in Llhie communication of the Consul-General
for the Netherlands is unworkable.—I am, ete.,

E. A, M. WILLIAMS, Secretary
The Honourable the Colonial Secretary,

S A8
LIGHT ON KAPSING ISLAND.

Colonial Secretary’s Office, Hongkong,
20th September, 1911,

Bir,—With reference to your letter of the 2nd February, 1910, and
to previous correspondence, 1 am directed to inform you that it is
proposed to erect on the southern zummit of Kap Sing lsland, which
is 95ft. 6in, above gea-level, a tower measuring 24ft. 6in. in height
(from base to centre of light) for a fifth crder double flashing white
light. The centre or focal plane of such light would be 120ft. above
ordnance datum; and I am to inquire whether your Committee concur
in thinking that this will be the most advantageous manner of erect-
ing the light.

2. I enclose copies of minutes by the Director of Public Works
and the Harbour Master, dated the 30th ultimo and the 5th inst.,
and I may add that it would not be practicable to reduce the height
of the tower, as the iron skeleton tower was sent out complete for that
height, with the clock-work winding arrangement to work the revolving
apparatus. There is a fog-bell to this light, and the Harbour Master
thinks that the altitude of 120 feet, at which the centre of the light wiil
be, instead of the altitude of 80 feet suggested in a letter from My.
W. E. Clarke to the Chamber of Commerce dated the 14th May, 1999,
will make no appreciable difference to the fog-line.—I am, ete.,

WARREN BARNES, Colonial Secretary.
Th. Secretary, Hongkong General Chamber of (lommerce,

(Minute dated the 30th August, 1911, by D.P.W.)

1 attach a drawing of the light and quarters. It was originaiiy
intended to so fix the position of the light tower that the light would -
nct be visible from the north—that is to say, to keep the light below the
top of the island.

Owing to the configuration of the ground, that is not possible,
except at great expense.

In the plan now forwarded the tower is sk)wn in the only position
on the side of the island that was practicable at a reasonable cost,
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but it will be seen that the light is above the top of the island, and
theretore vigible from the north.

It will, therefore, be necessary to obscure it on that side by a dark
shade.

This being so, it will be still cheaper to put the tower and quarters
on the very top of the island, and so save the cutting into the hill side.
[t will also make the quarters cooler.

The Harbour Magster concurs.

(Signed) A. CHURCHILL, per D.P.W.

P.S.—It is a technical point whether it is necessary to screen the light
at all from the north. I will see the Harbour Master.

(Minute by the Harbour Master dated 5th September, 1911.)

Ma Wan light lies N'W. 8 cables from the proposed Kap Sing
Light, and forms the necessary leading light for vessels bound West
from, or coming East towards, Kap Sing Mun.

The highland on Lantau (N.E.) and also on Ma Wan would block
out the Kap Sing Light to the northward.

I am of opinion that Kap Sing light should show from N.80 degrees
W. through South to N.27 degrees I.; these bearings are from the
light. I have altered the eastern bearing so as to take in a larger
section of water between Cheung Hue and Ma Wan. The light on this
bearing, i.e., N,27 degees E., would cut clear of the shoals and broken
water.

(Signed) C. W. BECKWITH, 5/9/11.

Hongkong Chamber of Commerce,
8th October, 1811.

Sir,—Your letter of the 20th September, 1911 (No. 8,824/04) on the
subject of the erection of a light on Kapsing Island has now been
considered by my Committee, and I am directed to reply as follows:—

The Committee note that the centre of the light will be at an alti-
tude of 120ft. instead of 30ft. The opinicn of shipmasters ‘s that the
light should be erected as low down as possible, but as the delay and
expense of preparing a site for this purpose would be great, and as the
matter is an urgent one, the Committee will welcome the early erection,
in the manner proposed by the Government, of the Kapsing Laght
which will be so important a factor in the safe navigation of the
Capsnimun Pass.

The Committee trust, however, that the Government will see its
way to adopt the two follawing recommendations:—
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1.—That the light be R=d from N.84 W, to 8.18 E. This will
cover the Bunsansiah Rock. This is the proper daylight
bearing of the marks for clearing the rock. Kau I Chau,
just open of the West end of Lamma Island.

9. —That the rocks down below the lighthouse be whitewashed,
and the keepers be instructed to keep them so. This will
be a distinctive mark for hazy days when the fog 1s lying
well down over the land but it is quite clear on the water.

My Committee understand that the Harbour Master has already
been approached unofficially with regard to these two proposals, and
that he has no objection to their adoption.—I am, ete.,

E. A, M. WILLIAMS, Secretary.

The Honourable the Colonial Secretary.
P.8.—I beg to return herewith the drawing of the Kapsing Island
Light.

L et , Colonial Secretary’s Office,
11th October, 1911.
Sir,—Referring to your letter of the 5th October on the subject of
the Kapsing Light, I am directed to inform you that the Gevernment
is prepared to adopt the suggestions contained in paragraph 3, and that
the erection of the light will be undertaken forthwith.—I am, efc.,
WARREN BARNES, Colonial Secretary.
The Secretary, Hongkong General Chamber of Commerce.

Lo}

SHIPMENT OF GOODS IN ONE BOTTOM, UNDER THE
PAYNE TARIFF LAW, 1909.
Cclonial Secretary’s Office, Hongkong.
20th September, 1911,

sir,—With reference to Gazette Notice No. 180 of the 16th of last
June, I am directed to enclose for the information of your Chamber
copy of a despatch dated 2nd September, which has been received from
the Secretary of State for the Colonies.—I am, ete.,

C. CLEMENTI, for Colonial Secretary.
The Secretary, Rongkong General Chamber of Commerce,
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Downing Street, 2nd September, 1911.

Sir,—I have the honour to transmit to you the paper noted below
on the subject of the shipment of goods in ** one bettom.”—T have, ete.,
(Signed) L. HARCOURT.
The Officer Administering the Government of Hongkong.

British Consulate-General, Manila,
3rd July, 1911.

Sir,~With reference to my despatch No. 9 Commercial of May 31st
last and to Customs Administrative Circular No. 575 forwarded in My.
Layard’s despatch No. 23 Commercial of September 25th, 19809, I have
the honour to enclose a newspaper cutting dealing with the ‘ Une
bottom law.” In view of the recent decision, reported in the above
despatch, of the High Court of Customs Appeals in America, that
goods shipped from the Philippines to America on a through Bill of
Lading would be entitled to free entry, even though they had not actu-
ally been shipped in one bottom, a local importer approached the
Jollector of Customs some few days ago with a request that the same
ruling might be applied to goods shipped from the United States to
the Philippines. Colonel McCoy, Insular Collector, however, stated
that he adhered to his previous ruling namely, that, in order to ensure
free entry of goods into the Islands under the Payne Tariff Law ot
1903, such goeds must be shipped in one bottom.

It would, therefore, appear that it is still the intention of the local
authorities to enforce this ruling, dand it will be interesting to observe
whether local importers will attempt to obtan any decision on this
point from ihe local courts.—-I hava, etc.,

(Signed) A, E. WILEMAN.
Sir E. Gray, Bart.,, M.P., ete., Foreign Office.

b Y4

EXEMPTING OF JURYMEN.
Hongkong, 18th April, 1911.

Bir,—My shipping clerk, Mr. F. M. X. Souza, has been summoned
to appear as a juror at the Supreme Courl on and after the 24th inst.
(next Monday).

This day and the next onz are the most busy for him, three
steamers calling here at the same time, and I cannot have the urgent
work secured without his help, owing to the reduced staff in my office.

In this circumstance I beg to request the support of the Chamber
of Commerce in order to obtain from His Excellency the Governor that
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he will authorizse His Hon. Sir Francis Piggott, Chief Justice, to grant
an exemption in favour of this man, who would be able to appear at
the Court on and aiter the 26th inst. should the session not be closed
at that time,

I shall feel obliged if you would kindly take the matter into con
sideration, and I thank you in advance,—I have, ete.,
P. THOMAS, Agent M.M.

To the Clléirman of the Chamber of Commerce, Hongkong.

Chambers, 18th April, 1911

Sir,—The agent of the Messageries Maritime came to see me thiy
morning to ask me to excuse his shipping clerk from attending the
jury next Monday. I referred him to you in order that, as I bope_d,
the Chamber -would take up the question of the Executive Council
giving me power to grant exemption on good cause shewn. T gather
that my reason for asking the Chamber to act in the matter, as I have
done in Court, is not fully understood. I therefore take this oppor
tunity of laying my views before the Committes.

Hardly an assize passes without my receiving applications for
exemption. I have no power to grant them; but I have stretched a
pomt in the case of persons who have public or quasi-public duties to
perform ; but even then only when the application is made in Court
on the day of the Assize. But fhere are many cases in which exemp-
tion should be granted wher® there is likely to be a hardship caused to
the individual, or to the firm in which he works. But I cannot act,
and have invariably refused, for if I granted one application and re-
fused another, for however good cause, I should lay myself open to a
charge of favouritism. Tt is for this reason thab, for the general good
of the community, I should like the Chambker to act, and request the
(Governor in Executive Council to pass a resolution giving me authority
to exempt, on good cause shown, 'in cases where I am satisfied that
there is a case of real hardship, and before the assize day. The case
of the Messageries is a good one, and is typical of many that have
come before me. It occurred to me therefore that this was a favour-
able oppertunity for asking the Chamber to move,

The resofution could, if H.E. approve, be passed this week, and
the new procedure come into force at omece.—1 have, ete.,
F. T. PIGAOTT, Chief Justice
The Chairman, The Chamber of Commerce, \

Hongkong Chamber of Commerce,
Hongkong, 27tn April, 1911.
Sir,—I.am directed to reply to your letter of April 18th that my
Cominittee think it very undesirable that any change should be made in
the existing procedure. i
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They are aware of many instances where service on a jury is
attended by serious personal inconvenience, but they consider that cur
present scheme of government demands, in this connection, the per-
formance of publie duty whenever called upon, and that any discrimina-

tion would give rise to attempted evasions without shadow of veason .

and to endless trouble.—I have, etec.,
E. A, M. WILLIAMS, Secretary.
P. Thomas, Esq., Agent,
Compagnie des Messageries Maritime, Hongkong.

Hongkong Chamber of Commerce,
27th April, 1011.

8ir,—I have now the honour to reply to your letter of 18th April as
follows : —

My Committee have carefully considered your communication, but
do not consider it desirable that any alteration should be made in the
existing procedure.

They desire me to convey to you their appreciation of your sym-
rathy with memhbers of the commercial community called upon to give
public service at inconvenient moments, but they consider that our
present scheme of governmeni demands, in this connection, the per-
[ormance of public duty witenever called upon, and that any dis-
erimination would give rise fo attempted evasions without shadow of
reasocn and to endless trouble.—I have, etc.,

E. A, M. WILLIAMS, Secretary.
His Honour, Sir Francis T. Piggott, Kt.,
Chief Justice, Hongkeng,.

Chambers, 28th April, 1911.

Sir,—I am much obliged by your letter conveying the opinion of
the Chamber on the guestion of exempting jurymen.

1 desire, in order that there should be no misapprehension on the
subject, that the Committee should know that the clerk of the Mes-
sageries Maritime was in fact excused, becanse I came to the conclusion
that the public is sufliciently interested in the work of a shipping clerk,
more especially when there is cargo in transit, to bring him within the
rule I had laid down. At the time of writing I was not very clear as to
what the duties of a shipping clerk were.—I am, ete.,

F. T. PIGGOTT, Chief Justice.
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Hongkong Chamber of Commerce,

1st May, 1911
8ir,—I have the honour to forward, for the information of His
Excellency the Governor, the enclosed copy of correspondence which
has passed between Sir Francis Piggott, C.J., and this Chamber upon
the question of the exemption of jurymen.—I am, etc.,
H. A, M. WILLIAMS, Secretary.
Hon, Mr. C. Clementi, Colonal Secretary.

W

DISPLAYING OF LOCAL STORM SIGNALS IN KOWLOON BAY.
September 27th, 1911.

Dear Sir,—Last typhoon seazon a letter was sent you from various
masters of merchant vessels, in regard to the displaying of the local
storm signals in Kowloon Bay for the information of vessels weather-
bound.

His Excellency the Governor stated as a reply that he considered
the shipmaster’s barometer should be a sufficient guide, and that con-
sequently any further displaying of signals was unnecessary. Without
being accurate to words, that was the gist of His Excellency’s answes.

Now that the typhoon season is with us and, in spite of His Excel
lency’s opinion, still experiencing the same disadvantage when in
shelter consequent on lack of scientific information of the storm, we
desire to offer an alternate suggestion, first commenting on His Excel-
lency’s reply to the previous request. |

We consider the mere fact of the establishment of an Observatory
nere and at other places a sufficient rebuttal of the contention that a
barometrical observation at one place will give that information which
may be considered to be a sufficient guide to the shipmaster. That the
Hongkong Observatory wags instituted and staffed with the idea of re-
ceiving those numerous observations from a chain of stations which
alone will give reliable news of the storm, and that consequently a
single observation is only valuable in conjunction with others from
different stations.

The Colony being put to considerable expense in acquiring this
information, it 18 only reasonable that it should be freely imparted to
the shipping when they most require it, viz., during the passing of a
storm.

The waters of the Colony chicfly used as harbours of refuge are
Junk and Kowloon Bays and behind Stonecutters, and in the vicinity
of these are the forts at Lyeemun and on Stonecutters Island.

We suggest that during the passing of a storm the officer com-
manding these forts be supplied from the Observatery with all informa-
tion 1t is possible to give regarding the weatRer, both by night as weli
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us Ly day, and although the experience of merchant vessels in the past
1s that they have received a prompt reply from thess torts when called
up, the information at their disposal was meagre, and that His
Majesty’s Government requast the Officer Commanding to pass on his
more complete information to any vessel on demand by semaphore or
Morse.

May we request you to put this maticr before your Committee.—
We are, ete.,

G. 8. Weigall, ss * Namsang ’; T. H. Canstie, Canton
Ri\'er Pilot; J. Liddell, s.5. ‘ Cheongshing’ ; R. Lake, B, Bradley,

* Kutsang;” 8. J. Payne, s.s. “ Yatshing ;" G. Mattock, s.s. ““ Chun-
sang ;7 P. H. Bolfe, s.s. ‘“ Yuensang;’ T. Mooney, s.s. “ Chipsing ;"
T. A. Mitchell, s.s. ‘‘Fooksang;’” L. Hussey, s.s. ' Tungshing;”’
Spencer Wilde, s.5. “ Hangsang;”’ W. F. Richards, s.s, “Tungshing ;"
W. Leask, s.s. “Loongsang;”’ M. Picknell, s.s. * Suisang;”

The Secretary, Hongkong General Chamber of Commerce,

Letters were sent to the following firmis asking for their views on
the subject:—Messrs. Buterfield and Swire, Jardine Matheson and Co.,
Litd,, Jebsen and Co., Shewan Tomes and Co., Douglas Lapraik and Co.,
Melchers and Co.

Hongkong, 1st November, 1911,

Sir,--We acknowledge receipt of your letter of the 13th October
enclosing a letter signed by certain Captains of merchants steamers in
sonnection with the displaying of storm signals for the mformation of
weatherbound vessels.

The position, as we understand it, is as follows:—

At the present time, and since the system of signals on Blackhead’s
T'oint was started on the 8th September last, steamers lying in Kowloon
Bay can obtain, by day, the same information as is obtanable by ali
ships in the harbour. It is true that they are unable to obtain paz-
ticulars during the night, bat in typhoon weather, with unfavourable
signals flying in the late afternoon or evening, we do not think that
shipmasters would in any case, whether they could obtain informatiox
during the night or not, consider it prudent to leave their anchorage
hefore the following morning.

Steamers lying behind Stonecutter’s Island have at least two, pos-
kibly three, sources of day information, the signals flown on Green
Island, Signal Hill, and the Hongkong and Kowloon
Wharf and  Godown Co’s premises. The lastnamed is,
however, perhaps not so easily discernable as the others
Night signals are exhibited on the Hongkong 2nd XKowloon
Wharf and Godown Co.’s buildings, and, according to the position of
vessel behind Stonecutter’s Island may, or may not, be visible from the
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anchorage there. If, however, they can be read by any vessel lying
at ite eastern end, the information could be easily passed cn to other

vessels in the anchorage.

Steamers lying in Junk Bay can communicate by semaphore and
Morse with Cape Collinson Lighthouse, and, although there is only one
Ecropean stationed there, he has definite instructions to give all avail-
able information during typhoon weather and we understand there is
no pactical or appreciable difficulty in obtaining it except perhaps at
mght.

1f the Obgervatory had to supply to the Forts named, as suggested,
“g]l mformation it is possible to give regarding the weather,” ‘both
by might as well as by day,” for the benefit of vessels behind Stone-
cutter’s Island, in Kowloon Bay and Junk Bay, similar information
would, we presrume, also be required by ships lying in the Harbour
DIOper.

While we quite agree with the general principle that the more
information that can be obtained, the better the position from the
pomt of view of both shipmasters and owners, and appreciate the
desire for further facilities for obtaining same, cur own opinion, and
that of our Experts also, is that the existing arrangements for pro-
viding weather information are sufficient for all practical purposes. We
do not consider, therefore, that the suggestion for additional informa-
tion 18 at present of such importance as to warrant the Chamber of

Commerce taking it up with the Government.—We are, etc.,

BUTTERFIELD AND SWIRE
The Secretary, Hongkong General Chamber of Commerce.

Hongkong General Chamber of Commerce,
Hongkong, 5th December, 1911,

Sir, I am directed by my Committee to refer you to the correspon-
dence which took place between the Government and this Chamber, com-
mencing with your letter of the 10th November, 1809, on the subject of the
erection of a Typhoon Signal Station at Tsat Tsze Mui,

My Committee have now received a communication from Masters of
vessels complaining of the disadvantage which they suffer when in shelter
fromn the lack of scientific information regarding storms.

The waters of the Colony chiefly used as Harbours of refuge are
Junk Bay, Kowloon Bay, and behind Stonecutters’ Island, and in the
vicinity of these places are situated the Forts at Lyeemun and on Stone-
cutters’ Island,

Tt appears that Masters of vessels have on occasions, when sheltering
during the passing of a storm called up these forts with a view to obtain-
ing information regarding the weather, and, whilst their experience is
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that they have invariably received a prompt reply, the information at the
disposal of the forts was meagre and inadequate.

The Committee beg to suggest thab instructions be is_sued to the
Director of Observatory to supply the (Commanding Officers of the
forts in question during the passing of a storm both by day and by night,
twhth all the information it is possible to give concerning the weather, so
that vessels “speaking’’ the forts may obtain more complete information
than they have hitherto received.

The Committee trust that this suggestion will have the approval of
His Excellency the Governor, and that he will request the c_o—operajuon
of His Excellency the (General Officer Commanding, as it will, 1f given
effect to, confer great benefit on the seafaring community.—1 am, ete.,

E. A. M, WILLIAMS, Secretary

The Honourable the Colonial Secretary.

Hongkong Ceneral Chamber of Commerce,
7th December, 1911.

Dear Sirs,—With reference to your letter ot the 26th Be_ptembe_r,
1911, on the subject of the displaying of the local Storm Signals in
Kowloon Bay for the information of vessels weatherbound, I beg to
enclose for your information a copy of this Chamber’s communication
to the Government dated 5th December, 1911, from which you will note
that the Chamber has supported the suggestion contamned in the
penultimate paragraph of your letter under reply.—I am, etc.,

E. A. M. WILLIAMS, Secretary.
Capt. P. H. Rolfe and Co., Signatories, Hongkong. E

Colonial Secretary’s Office, Hongkong.
97th January, 1912

Sir,—In reply to your letter of 5th December on fuhe subject of the
supply of information to masters of vessels regard_mg storms, 1 z}tm
directed to inform you that arrangements are being ma.cie: by the
courtesy of the military authorities for the hoisting of day signals on
the flagstalf near the Field Officer’s quarters at Lyeemoon, where they
will be visible to ships both in Junk Bay and Kowloon Bay, and that
the Standard Oil Company has kindly consented to hoist day signa_lspn
their mast at Lai-Chi-Kok on being supplied with the necessary intor-
mation by the Observatory through the public telephone exchange.
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9. Night signals cannot be arranged for efliciently, as the only
means of communicating them would be by oi lamps, which would

require constant attention, and would be very liable to be extinguished
in strong winds.—I am, etc.,

C. CLEMENTI, Colonial Becretary.

Hongkong General Chamber of Uommerce,
9th February, 1912.
Dear Sirs,—In continuation of my letter to you of 7th December
last, I now take pleasure in enclosing a copy of the Government’s reply
on the subject of the arrangements made towardsamoreadequate supply
of information regarding weather conditions, for the benefit of vessels
sheltering in certain vicinities during the passing of a storm.

I shall be glad if you will circulate the Government’s reply among
your co-signatories for their information.—Yours, etc.,

E. A, M. WILLIAMS, Becretary.
Captain P. H. Rolfe and Co., Signatories, Hongkong.

D 4

CALCUTTA ¢ ALL BRITISH?” EXHIBITION.
St. Stephen’s House, Victoria Embankment, Westminster,
July 31st, 1911.

Dear Sir,—I have the honour to enclose a dratt ot Preliminary
Prospectus for the Calcutta ‘° All British ”’ Exhibition, and would ask
if you would kindly place it before the President and members of your
Council by way of information only.

-Thanking you in anticipation.—I am, ete.,
FRANK W. HART, Secretary, pro tem.
The Secreta.y, Hongkong General Chamber of Commerce.

Hongkong General Chamber of Commerce,
: 6th September, 1811,

Dear Rir,—1 beg to acknowledge the receipt of your letter of £lst
July, 1911, and of a copy of a draft preliminary Prospectus of the
Galcutta *° Al British > Exhibition
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I much appreciate your courtesy in forwarding to thiz Chamber
the copy of the Prospectus which I have duly laid betore the Members
~ of my Committee.—I am, ete.,

E. A M. WILLIAMS, Secretary.
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We await your reply in the hope that we shall hear of a whole
steamer-load of China Coast business men on its way from your Port

to visit the Philipines, to which we will bid you most heartily welcome.
—Yours, ete.,

MULOW E. SPRING£R, President.

;:Hl Frank W. Hart, Esq., Secretary pro. tem. The Calcutta '‘Ail
Mr. E. A M. Williams, Secretary, Hongkong Chamber of Commerce,

British *’ Exhibition, St. Stephen’s House, Westminster.

A series of ten lectures, given by members of the staff of the Bureau
of Science, under the auspices of the Manila Merchants’ Association, at
ihe Majestic Theatre. '

L
‘|‘ LECTURES ON THE RESOURCES OF THE PHILIPPINES.
|

iR Manila Merchants’ Association (incorporated),

1 i Manila, Philippine Islands, ; 3
September 19th, 1911,

I )
il T . i
| August 18th, 1911 1. The Bureau of Science, its meaning to the Commercial Public

St St et el Honouteto invite the officers and members and 1ts work, by Paul C. Freer, Director of the Bureau.

of your Chamber to attend a series of lectures on the Resources of the
Philippines, to be given during the next ten months by Dr. Paul C.
Freer, Director of the Bureau of Science, and his staff, under the
auspices of this Association.

The lectures will be illustrated to the fullest possible extent with
lantern slides and as the Bureau of Ssience has vast stores of informa-
tion of a commercial nature, we believe that your members would reap
advantages worth many times the cost of the trip to Manila.

We have endeavoured, as far as possible, to arrange the lecture
schedule to correspond with that of the larger passenger steamers
and to accommodate the China lines as well, for the convenience of
gour members and the business men of the China coast generally. We
encloge schedule of lectures and dates to February, 1912, for your
iniormation.

Many of your members. probably never have visited Manila, and,
as we believe we have something worth showing in the way of a city,
we hope the added inducement of these lectures will lead your mem-
bers to make the trip to the Philippines.

These Islands have passed the experimentai stage in development,
and the accurate commercial information to be given by the Bureau
of Science in these lectures, we helieve, would point out many open-
ings and opportunities in which your business men could share.

We also hope to see many of your members here to attend these
lectures hecause of the opportunity that would be afforded yourselves
and our Association to get together and co-operate in whatever ways
presented themselves, for the betterment of business conditions in the
Orient.

October 17th, 1911.

2 'l_‘he_Philippine" Alcohol Industries, by H. D. Gibbs, Chief oi
the Division of Organic Chemistry. ;

Degember 5th, 1011,

3. Sugar' production in the Philippine IsHands, by Walter B.
Gonder, Iloilo Sugar Laboratory of the Bureau of Science.

January 15th, 1912,

4. Roads and road materials, by Warren D. Smith, Chief of the
Divigion of Mines.

February 23rd 1912

5. The‘ s_a,_It prodL}ction of the Philippines, by Alvin J. Cox, Chief
of the Division of General, Inorganic and Physical Chemistry.

March, 1912

6. Gold Milling and Mills, by Frapk T. Eddingfield, Division of
Mines.

April, 1912.

7. The Cocoanut Produciion of the Philippi ia: Yaui
: Co ppine Islands, by Paui
(., Freer, Director of the Burean. g o

May, 1012

8. Bilk Production in the Philippines, by Charles 8. Baunks Ento
mologist, Bureaun of Science. {

June, 1912

9. IDconomic Plants, and Plants diseases, by Elmer D Mirril
Botanist, Bureau of Science. ‘
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July, 1812,

10, The Sampling of Mines and Assaying, by Paul R. Fannng,
Divigion of Mines.
The lectures begin at 5.30 p.m. The individual lectures are subject
to changes.

Hongkong General Chamber of Commerce,
Hongkong, 6th September, 1911

Dear Sir,--I beg to acknowledge the receipt _of your letter of 18th
Augush, inviting the Officers and Members of t_,h_m~ Chamber to attend
a seriss of lectures on the Resources of the Philippines, -to be giver
under the auspices of your Association.

My Committee very much appreciate your kind invitation, and are
bringing the matter before the Members.

‘'he Commiteee have no doubt Members who have pccasion to
journey to the Philippines will make a point of attgndmg the l_ectures,
and also avail themselves of the opportunity of discussing with you
topics of mutual interest.—I1 am, etc., .

E, A, M. WILLIAMS, Becretary.
The President, Manila Merchants® Association, Manila, P.L.

Manila Merchants’ Association (Incorporated),

Manila, Philippine Islands,
September 11, 1911,

Dear Sir,—Your letter of Septembher 6th, stating that some of your
members would avail themselves of our invitation to a,tte_nd the lec-
ture course by the Bureau of Science Staff was most gratifying to us,
and we have the honour to send you, under separate cover, 50 copies
of the programme of the lectures whose dates you will note accommo-
date not only the Trans-Pacific liners, but the Hongkong-Manila lines

also as far as poseible.

Hoping to see many of your Members present at the lectures,--1
am, ete.,

MULOW E. SPRINGER, Preesident,

Mr. E. A. M. Williams, Secretary, Hongkong General Chamber
of Clommerce, Hongkong, China.
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PROSECUTION OF THE BANCO NATIONAL ULTRAMARINO
OF MACAU.

9, Queen’s Road, Hongkong,
18th September, 1511.

Dear Sir,—We are instructed by Mr. A. V. Apear, to write you
with reference to the charge recently brought against him at the Magis-
tracy of issuing and circulating in this Colony bank notes of the Banco
Nacional Ultramarino of Macau, without having been authorised to do
so by His Majesty’s Secretary of State, on which charge he was
convicted upon evidence being given of the fact that, on a tew occasions,
he had, at the request of an applicant therefor, given such notes in
exchange for other notes of local banks.

1t is our Client’s desire, as he understands it to be that of other
members, that the matter should be brought fully to the notice of the
Chamber of Commerce, with a view to some steps being taken to
prevent the serious inconvenience which must be felt by the merchants
and bankers of this Colony, if the decision of the Magisrate is left
unchallenged. The course which our Client would naturally be expected
to pursue is to appeal to the Supreme Court against the decision, buf,
inasmuch as such a procedure would entail expense, and he is in no
way personally affected or prejudiced by it in the future, otherwise
than as a general merchant, he is unwilling to incur such expense. He
is not so prejudiced or affected, because it is no part of his business to
exchange Macao notes for others, whatever he has done 1 this respect
having been done solely for the purpose of obliging an applicant for

_ the notes, and with no benefit whatever to himself. Henceforth, unless

it is declared by Authority that his conviction was absolutely unjusti-
fiable, he will save himself the trouble of complying with any request
to be supplied with Macau notes.

The facts of the matter are briefly as follows:—QOur Client is the
agent here for the Macau Bank, for the very limited purpose of receiving
from the local banks, and others, notes issued by the Macau Bank,
giving his cheque for the amount thereof, so long as he fs supplied
with funds for the purpose, and forwarding the notes to Macau. OUn a
few occasions, as already stated, he has, on the request of persens
who he understood were about to visit Macau, exchanged Macau nctes
for loeal notes. In so doing he has been held by the Magistrate, Mr.
Hazeland, to be guilty of an indictable offence under Ordinance No. 2
of 1895, which prohibits any person carrylng on thebusimmess of bank-
ing from making, issuing, or circulating, bank-notes with out the sanc.
tion cof the Becretary of State.

'I'he Ordinance in question prescribes no penalty for non-ohservance
of its provisions, but Mr. Hazeland held, in effect, that where an Ordi-
nance prohibits the doing of any act, if such act iz committed, it is
an indictable offence, punishable by a maximum fine of $100—and such
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maximum fine he inflicted upon our Client. In so holding the Magis-
trate was, in our opinion, entirely incorrect, for the Authorities on the
subject go to show that it is only where a Statute or Ordinance pro-
hibits the doing of an act which is mala in se, or is a public nuisance,
that such act amounts to an indictable offence. The propsr methed eof
preventing such an act as is prohibited by Ordinance 2 cf 1685, i3 by
preceeding in a civil Court, and obtaining an injunction.

However the question of whether or not the crimwal court bad
jurisdiction in this instance is not of such importance to consider as
are the grounds upon which the Magistrate convicted cur Client; with
which greunds we will now deal:—

With regard to the first part of Mr. Hazeland’s d.cision in wlich
he helds that Mr. Apcar is “carrying on the business of banking”
w.thin the meaning of the Ordinance because he 18 £ccustymed to do
one or two, only, of the very numerous things which appertain to the
busiress of banking, we have to point out—first, that in every {lext
bovk on the subject it is stated that the most essential part of the bus-
iness of a banker is the constituticn of himself as a debtor to his cus-
tomer. In Lord Halsbury’s book on the laws of England a banker’s
busincss i1s thus defined :—* The business of banking, strictly ¢peaking,
1s the receipt of money from, or on account of a customaz, to be repaid
on demand or when drawn by cheque. In the case of Banks Jawfully
1ssuing bank notes such issue is a part of banking business.”

It would be the height of absurdity to hold that, because of the
above definition, any person who received money for or on account
of a customer, which he undertook to repay on demand, carried on vhe
business of banking. But it is submitted that it would, 1t possible, be
still more absurd to hold that a person carries on the business of bank-
mg who does not do the particularly essential part of the business
of a banker, which is to receive money from a customer, and to incur a
liability to repay it on demand, or when drawn on by cheque. Never-
theless this is what Mr. Hazeland has held, and the natural inference
to be drawn from his decision is that whosoever does anything which is
ordinarily done by a banker in his business carries on the business
of banking!”

In this connection it might be useful to refer to the authority
cited by Mr. Hazeland in support of his second decision—the case of
Attorney-General v. Birkbeck (12 Q:B.D. 605). In the latter part of
the judgment of Lord Coleridge in this case he refers to the interpre.
tation of the word “ bankers’” in the Bank Charter Act, which word
is applicable to every person ‘‘carrying on the business of banking
whether by the issue of bank-notes or otherwise,” and he says “it is
not impossible that this expression may mean °carrying on the busi-
ness of a banker whether he issues notes or not,”’”’ because in the
earlier statutes ”” the word ‘bank’ and the expression ¢ exclusive privi-
lege of banking’ is used to mean a bank of issue “ distinguished from a
bank of deposit’” It is apparent from this, to the meanest capacity,
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that the possibility could not have occurred to the learned Juuype
to construe the expression ‘‘carrying on the business of banking,” as
meaning anything else than what is universally understood by it
which is carrying on by a person of a business in which he receives
money which he undertakes to repay when drawn on by cheque, and
in which, if there is nothing to prevent it, he issues his own bank
notes, -

In the case cited, although as stated in Lord Halsbury’s Laws of
England the issue of banknotes is * part of banking business,” it was
held that where the business of a bank was solely that of issuing bank-
notes it was not carrying cn a banking business—thus showing clearly
that 1t was considered by Lord Coleridge that the carrying on of part
only of a bankers business, though it might be a most important part,
and one which could only be carried on by a banker, is not '‘ carrying
on the business of banking.’’

As to the second ground for the Magistrate’s decision, according
to his definition of the word f‘‘issue’ in the Ordinance, every bank
in the Colony (whether or not empowered to make and 1ssue its own
notes) is committing an offence in handing over, in payment of a cus-
tomer’s cheque, banknotes of any bank but its own, and, of course,
its own if not authorised by the Secretary of State. Mr. Hazeland
reads the words of the judgment of Lord Coleridge in the case of
Attorney-General v. Birkbeck “the person who delivers them being
prepared to take them up when they are presented for payment”
as meaning that such person is, as evidenced by his past conduct,
ready and willing to give cash or other notes in exchange for those
he delivers, if the latter are presented to himi for payment. ‘The
Yokohama Specie Bank, the German Bank, and numerous other
banks in the Colony, possessing no sanction of the Secretary of State
to issue notes, are all ready and willing to take up Flongkong Bank
notes, Bank of England notes or well know foreign banknotes, and to
pay cash or other notes for them ; and all are ready and willing to give
such notes to customers who ask for them, in exchange for the cus-
tomer’s cheque. Mr. Hazeland either omitted to read the rest of
the judgment in the case cited, or entirely failed to grasp the sense
of it. To any ordinary person, and certainly to one who has had a
legal traininig, the meaning of the werds ‘ prepared ta take them
up’”’ is made abundantly clear by Lord Coleridge in his judgmert whnen
he says “ the Craven Bank Ltd., are under a contract with B’rkteck
and Co., to cash the notes on presentment—when they give sach nctes
aganst value received, they make themselves liable to the person to
whm they give them if he presents in due course to Birkbeck and Co.

and they dishonour them., Hence they fall within the definition of 1ssu-
ing jnst given. They give out the notes o the public, and they are

boand to the makers of the notes, and also to the persons to whow the
notes are given, to give cash for them.”” The words ‘' prepared to take
them 1up " are thus explained to mean “‘under g legal liahility to give

(13
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¢ash for the noles.” The issue by a person o? a bill or note necessarily
imparts a liability on the part of such person to the holder of the bill
or r.cte to pay the amount thereof.

In this instance, although Mr, Apcar was prepared to take vp
any Macao Bank notes presented to him, in the sense that he was
reads and willing to do so if he were provided by that Bank with
funds for the purpose, he was under no legal liability whatsoever to
tuke them up. No man in his senses could ever Lave dreamt ot suing
Mr Ajcar to recover the amount, in ‘ocal curr:icy, of any Macao
DBank notes any more than a sane person vould dresm of sving the
the Chartered Bank to recover the value of a Hongkong and Shanghai
Banic cote. Therefore in the proper, and full explained mcinng ot
Lord Coleridge,s words “prepared to take them wup” he cannot
possibly Le said to have been so prepared. This being so, it would
s3:m t be a gross miscarriage of justice to hsld that he * 1esued * ihe
notes—a far greater injustice than it would be to hold that the Hong-
kong Bank by giving its customers on request Yen notes or Bank of
England notes are issuing such notes because they are doubtless ready
and willing to receive back those notes, and give cash, or credit a
customer’s account in exchange,.

Ordinance No. 2 of 1895 is taken from the Bank Charter Act,
and 1ts object undoubtedly was to prevent small banks, with but a
small reserve of capital, from making, issuing, and circulating their
own notes, to the prejudice of the persons receiving them in the
event of such banks failing to meet their liabilities. To construe
the Cvdinance as it has been construed by Mr. Hazeland, is to reduce
1t to an utter absurdity, for it would render it a criminal offence for
all merchants and others in the Colony, who issue bills, lend money,
or do any thing at all which it is part of the business of a bank to do,
to pay, and so (according to Mr. Hazeland) issue and circulate banh
notes of any description unless they are expressly authorised to do se
by the Secretary of State.

It is hard to believe that, by the express instructions of some high
authority in the (overnment, our client was singled out for prosecution.
under the Ordinance, and that, a conviction having been obtaines,
it is not proposed to proceed against other persons i the Colony who
cannot plead that they do not carry on the business of banking, e.g.,
the Managers of the various banks, and who undoubtedly every day
do that which our client was charged with, and convicted of, doing—
that 1s to say, who invariably supply their customers, and others apply-
ing with banknotes which they are not expressly sanctioned by the
Secretary of State to issue. This being so it may be expected that
information will be laid against such persons, and thus endeavours will
be made, greatly to the inconvenience of the public, to put a stop to
business which has ever heen regarded in the United Kingdom, and all
other parts of the world, as perfectly lawful. For this reason it seems
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to our client that the Chamber of Commeree may consider it advisable
to make representaticns in the matter to the Government.—Yours, ete.,

WILKINSON AND GRISLI.

E. A. M. Williams, Isq. Secretary, Chamber of Commerce.
9 Queen’s Road, Hongkong,

19th September, 1911.

Dear Sir—In continuation of our letter to you of this morning with
reference to the Macao Bank case we think it may be useful to refer
to the Companies Acts and Ordinances as regards the meaning of the
expression * carrying on the business of banking.”

A precisely similar provision is mads by Section 1 of the Companies
(Consolidation) Act, 1908.

By section 4 of the Companies Act, 1862, it is provided that ''no
company, association, or partnership consisting of more than ten
persons shall be formed after the commencement of this Act, for the
purpose of carrying on the business of banking unless it 1s registered

under this Act—and no company association or partnership consisting
of more than twenty persons shall be formed—ifor the purpose of carry-
ing on any other business,” etec.

By Section 4 of the Companies’ Ordinance 1865 (Hongkong), it
is provided that ‘ nothing in this Ordinance shall apply to or attect
any Company, Associatién or Partnership, formed tor the purpose
“of carrying on the business of banking,”” but partnerships, etc.,

formed for other business purposes and consisting of more than twanty
persons, are declared to be illegal

(Could it, for one moment, be contended that, if the firm of Arra-
toon V. Apcar and Co. consisted of more than twenty persons it was
not an illegal partnership, because the firm were agents for limited
purposes for a foreign bank, and therefore ‘‘ carried on the business of
banking,”’ notwithstanding the fact that the main business of the firm
was that of general merchants !| The suggestion seems to us to be
absurd in the extreme. v

T'here is no authority, either in the text books or in the reported
cases, a Company law, defining the meaning of the expression ‘ carry-
ing on the business of banking.” This is left to the common sense of
the public and the Courts, and can only possibly be construed as mean-
ing what is universally understood by the expression—that is to say,
carrying on a business in which all the ordinary duties and responsi-
bilities of a banker are performed and incurred.—Yours, etc.,

WILKINSON AND GRIST.
E. A. M. Williams, Secretary, Chamber of Commerce.
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Hongkong General Chamber of Uommerce,
Hongkong, 7th October, 1911.

Dear Sirs,—My Committee are in receipt of a letter from your
Solicitors, Messrs. Wilkinson and Grist, on the subject of the recent
prosecution against you of issuing and circulating in this Colony bank-
notes of the Banco Nacional Ultramarino of Macao.

In reply thereto, I am directed to state that the matter, containing
a8 it does many legal points, is not one upon which my Committee teel
they can give a reasoned opinion.—I am ete.,

E. A. M. WILLIAMS, Secretary.
Messrs. A. V. Apcar and Company, Hongkong. .

A |

LOSSES SUSTAINED BY LOCAL FIRM THROUGH THE
CHINESE REVOLUTION. ‘

Hongkong, 29th November, 1911.
Dear Sir,—We bheg to forward you herewith copy of a letter we
have this day addressed to the Honourable the Colonial Secretary,
with reference to our native branch at Hankow which was set on
fire and destroyed during the fighting between Imperial troops and
Revolutionaries, and our native branczh at Chinkong, which was
ransacked by Chinese troops.—Yours,ete.

A. 8. WATSON AND CO., LTu.
The Secretary, Hongkong General Chamber of Commerce.

Alexandra DBuildings,
\ Hongkong, 29th November, 1911.
Sir,-- We respectfully beg to bring the following matter to your
notice :—
~ Unor about the 3rd Novemher our business premises in the native
city of Hankow were set on fire during the fight between the Revol-
utionaries and the Imperial troops, and totally destroyed.

The loss we sustained thereby was as follows:—

Stock in Trade i $ 5295.02
Cash in hand 140.00
Furniture and Fittings 1000 .00
Personal effects of Staff ... 1600.00

$8135.02
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On the night of the 5th November, our native branch at Chingkong
was plundered and ransacked by Chinese troops. The loss we sustained
being as follows—:

Staock in Trade e P $1406.09
Cash in hand 98.00
Furmture and TFittings 1000.00
Personal effects of Staff 1000.00

$3504.00

We shall feel very much obliged if you can advise us as to the best
course to pursue in order that we may obtain compensation for our
losses as set forth above.—We have, ete,,

A. 8. WATSON & CO., LTD.

Hongkong General Chamber of (‘ommerce,
Hongkong, 22nd January, 1911,

Dear Birg,—1 beg to acknowledge the reccipt of your letter of
99th November last, enclosing copy of a letter addressed by you to
the Honourable The Colonial Secretary, on the subject of the losses
sustained by you in Hankow and Chingkong during the fighting
between the Imperial trcops and the Revolutionaries.

I have laid your letter before the Committee, who suggest that
your Claim should be made through H. M’s. Minister at Peking.—1
am, ete.,

E. A M. WILLTAMS, Secretary.
Messrs. A. 8. Watson and Co., Ltd., Hongkong.

A 2

QUESTION OF SUGGESTED RESEMBLANCE BETWEEN
TWO TRADE MARKS.
Office of Registrar of Trade Marks.
Hongkong, 30th August, 1911

No. 108-11 T.M,

Sir,—I have the honour to invoke the kind assistance of the
Committee of your Chamber with respect to a question of a suggested
resemblance between two trade marks, the details of which metter
are set out in the file of papers which accompanies thig letter.

2. Unde: the trade marks law the Registrar, upon receipt «f an
application for registrailon, must cause a search to be made smong
the registered marks for the purpose of ascertaining whetasr there
are on record any marks for the same goods or description of goods
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1deaticul with the mark applied for or so nearly resembling 1t as to be
caloulated to deceive. When this search was made in the present case
the reg rtraticn of Messrs. Loxley and Company’s "_Star” mark wag
not bioughs to my notice, and Mr. TFromm was permitted to edvertise
his appication; with the result that Messrs. Loxley aud Ccmpany
have given n.tice «f opposition.

3. With regard to the words “ caleulated to deceive’’ (Kerly on
Tr.de Marks states that no definite rule as to ‘he amount of Tesem-
blance required can be formulated a priori, but the net impression
produced and the main idea left on the mind, not merely of a careful
or intelligent person, but of an ordinary unwary purchaser by one mark
must be compared with that left by another ; for marks may well
be confused by purchasers who see one party’s mark Yvhen they have
present in their memories only an indefinite recollection of the other
party’s mark. The marks must also be compared as they are seen

in actual ordinary use on the goods they are used for.

4. 1 may quote from a report by Lord Herschell’s Committee on the
principle of comparison:—*Two marks, when placec:l st.de by side, may
exhibit many and various differences, yet the main idea left on the
mind by both, may be the same; so that a person acqualnted with the
mark first registered, and not having the two side by side for com-
parison, might well be deceived, if the goods were allowed to be
impressed with the second mark, into a belief that he was dealing
with goods which bore the same mark as that with which "he was
acquainted. It would he too much to expect that persons dealing with
trade mark goods, and relying, as they frequently do, upon marks,
should be able to remember the exact details of the marks upon the
goods with which they are in the habit of dealing. When the question
arises whether a mark applied for bears such resemblance to one on the
register as to be calculated to deceive, it should be determined by
considering what is the leading characteristic of each.”

5. With respect to Messrs. Loxley and Company’s reference to
the sale of goods to Chinese, I may quote an extract from a judgment
given by Lord Selborne, ¢ Although the mere appearance of these
two tickets could not lead anyone to mistake one of them for the other,
it might easily happen that they might both be taken by natives of
Aden or India, unable to read and understand the English language,
as equally symbolical of the plaintiff’s goods. To such persons, or at
least to many of them, even if they took notice of  the difference
between the two labels, it might probably appear that they were only
differences of ornamentation, posture, and other accessories, leaving
the distinctive and characteristic symbol substantially unchanged.
Such variations might not unreasonably be supposed to have been
made by the owners of the plaintiff’s trade mark themselves for reasons
of their own.” ; |
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6. The onus of proving that there is no reasonable probability of
deception is casi on the applicant. The question of colour is imma-
terial, as registration covers all colours, unless a particular colour is
specified. Further, it must be assumed, until the contrary is shown,
that the applicant will make an honest use of his mark.

7. The question of the resemblance between the two marks under
review is one which your Committee, in view of their knowledge of
Chinese trade, are peculiarly competent to decide, and I shall be
much obliged if they will be so good as to favour me with their advice.
It should be borne in mind that the Registrar has power to impose
limitations, such for instance as the restriction of the registration of
Mr. Fromm’s mark to the colours—gold and white—shown, and he may
also require modifications, as for instance the omission of one ring
of the double circie.—I have, etc.,

M. FLETCHER, Registrar of Trade Marks.
The Secretary, Chamber of Commerce.

Hongkong General Chamber of Commerse,
Hongkong, 13th September, 1911.

Sir,— Yourletter, together withthe details set out in the file accom-
panying it were circulated amongst my Committee who, at a meeting
held recently, decided to submit the matter to a Special Sub-Com-
mittee for consideration,

A report by the Special Committee has now been received, and I
beg to hand you a copy thereof for your information.—I have, ete.,

E. A, M. WILLIAMS, Secretary.

A. G. M. Fletcher; Esq., Registrar of Trade Marks, Houngkong.

Hongkong, 11th Beptember, 1911.

We, the undersigned, appointed as a Sub-Committee to consider
the question of a suggested resemblance between a mark (Japanese
seal) as per sketch attached to Circular No. 314, dated 31st August,
1911, to the General Committee, for which Mr. Huge €. A. Fromm, of
Hongkong, has made application for registration in Class 38 1in
respect of Articles of Clothing, and Messrs. W. R. Loxley and Co.’s
‘ Star’’ mavk, Registration No. 17 of 1905, after carefully considering
the matter are of opinion that the Registrar of Trade Marks should
be advised to uphold Messrs W. R. Loxley and Co’s. opposition to the
registration of Mr. Hugo C. A. Fromm’s proposed mark as, amongst
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Chinese buyers, the use of the latter mark on artitles of clothing would

be ' Calculated to deceive.”
F. H. ARMSTRONG.

C. H. ROSS.
H. A, SBIEBS.
To the Secretary,
The Hongkong General Chamber of Commerce.

Office of Registrar of Trade Marks.
No. 106-11 T.M.

Sir,—I have the honour to acknowledge the receipt of your lgtter
of the 13th inst., enclosing a copy of a report by a Special Committee
of your Chamber on the suggested resemblance between Messrs.
Loxley and Company’s and Mr. Fromm’s trade marks. I shall be
glad it you will be so good as to convey to your Committee an expres-
sion of thanks for their kind assistance in this matter.

The parties concerned have been informed that the registration of
Mr. Fromm’s mark will not be permitted.—I have, etc.

M. FLETCHER, Registrar of U'rade Marks.
The Secretary, Chamber of Commerce.

A3

NEW COMPANIES ORDINANCE,
Hongkong General Chamber of Commerce,
Hongkong, 9th November, 1911.

Bir,—My Committee have been approgched by_ c‘ertam British Mer-
chants with regard to the great necessity obtaining ifor the better
control of Joint Stock Companies of wholly, or prac‘mcally wholly,
Chinese or Eurasian Membership, and with a Chinese or Eurasian
Directorate.

Chinese members of the community clearly recognise the advant&lg'e
of working under the Hongkong Ordinances, for 52 Chinese Companies
have been registered since 1907 to the end of September, 1911.

As the law is at present, and as it promis:_as to be under _th_e New
Companies’ Ordinance now before the Legislative Cou'ncﬂ, Bntlshwand
Foreign Merchants have no real protection when dealing with a Com-
pany whose Directors and Members may be here to-day and in the
interior to-morrow.
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To reasonably protect Commerce, my Gommittee suggest as essen-
tial the following additions to the New Companies’ Ordinance.

1. (a) The Books and Accounts of all Companies registered under
the Hungkong Ovdinances, must be kept in YFnghsh.

(b) The auditors of Chinese Companies n'ust be rcsponsible persons
approved by the Registrar of Companis:s.

Obs. (a) This is surely a very reasonable requirzment trom a ccrcern
which becomes “British’’ immediately upon registration. Thereseemsno
hardship from the point of view of expense, for Chinese Clerks with
a sufficient knowledge of English for book-keeping purposes are plenti-
ful and increasing,

Obs. (b) Under the new proposed Ucmpanies’ Ordinance, every Limited
Company must file an annual summary of its Assets and Liabilities
with the Registrar of Companies, but unless the Accounts are audited
by responsible persons this summary will be a mere farce and should
the Court or other proper authority consider an investigation by a
competent person desirable, it would be a most costly affair, as a
certified translation of every bock would have to be made before inves-
tigation.

2. In addition to the requiremsnts of Clause 66, 1t is desirable
that every Company formed for the purpose of taking over a busi-
ness as a going concern, should file, ag a part of their ¢ Statutory
Heport,” a Statement of the Assets and Liabilities acquired and

(1) What parts of such Assets have been realised from
date of incorporation to date of Statutory Report.

(2) What parts of such Liahilities have been discharged
from date of incorporation to date of Statutory Report.

Obs.~-1f the law could be mwade to require the appointment of Auditors
(pro. tem. by the Directors) before the first Annual Meeting, it would
be very desirable, for in that case the above Statement would be
audited as would the whole Statutory Report.

The effect oi such Legislation would be to discourage bogus flota-
tions, but not to hinder bona fide ones.

(3) The Capital of Chinese Companies should he paid
up, as regards the Capital issued.

Obs.—There does not seem to be any particular hardship 1 this. If g
Chinese Conipany with a Nominal Capital of $100,000. requires only
$50,000., it can sell and issue half its shares instead of issuing the
whole half paid up.

1t seems very necessary that some law of this kind, or some form
of security as regards un-called Capital, should obtain,
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At the moment, Chinese use this apparent reserve to obta:in credit,
and 1t is the unfortunate experience of liqu_lda.tors that this reserve
is seldom, if ever, forthcoming upon a winding-up.

1n fact, my Committee understand that the imposs_ibility _of qollec't-
ing the uncalled part of the Capital of a Company in hguidation is
within the experience of the Court itself.

1t is so perfectly simple for a Chinaman to disappear to Gapbon or

furtner afield when required to pay up, and so difficult, 1f not impossi-

ble, tor a European to do likewise, that differential treatment 1s surely
rgently necessary.

Another matter which has engaged the a.ttenti(?n of my Uommit‘tee i8
the position of Companies enjoying the protection of tae Hongkong
Ordinances whose chief or only place of business 18 situated outside
the Colony, say for example, Shanghal :

1t seems exéraordinary, and may lead, if it has not already done -

0, to considerable abuse that it is possible, at the present moment,
for a Company to form itself in Shanghai, whose Members may all be
of a nationality other than British, likewise its Directors, Soh‘cltqrs,
Bankers and Auditors, its registered office in this Colony with a toreign
firm, and yet it may possess the proud privilege of calling 1ts§h_a.
** Britash /' Company. A concrete example of this state of @tf:.nra
nay be found in the enclosed copy of a letter from a Shanghai firm
)t practising Accountants.

My Committee are aware that the same thing may happen in
England or, indeed, in the Colony itself, but in those cases the assets
-of the Company would be under the control of the British Court, and
the Directors would be on the spot.

Presumably if redress were sought against defaulting Directors the
action would have to be brought in a Consular Court where the law
is probably totally different to that of thig Colony.

Of what use the pains and penalties of the new, or any other
Hongkong Ordinance, thent?

Using my example, it might be said that the Sharcholders may
be of a nationality not needing British protection, but, taking the
concrete example from Messrs. Lowe, Bingham and Matthews’s letter,
some of the Shareholders are British induced to take shares by the
existerice of a then Inrgely British Directorate. How are these
protected by the new Ordinance ¥

My Committee venture to suggest that in the case of a Company
enjoying the privilege of working under the Hongkong Ordinance
whose sole place of business is not within the Colony, the law should
require that -
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(1) Half, at least, of the Directors shall be British.

(2) The Auditor, or Auditors, shall he responsible Britighiers,
approved by the Brilish Coasul of the port or place at which
the Company’s Head Office is situate.

() ‘l‘hel Registered Cflice of the Company in Hongkong shall
be with a British firm.

‘Lhese conditions appear to be aimost essential to emable a Uom-
pany to properiy understand and carry out the elaborate and neces-
sary) requirements of the proposed New Companies’ Ordmance.

No loss of Hevenue would result to the Coleny by reason of these
restrictions, for it may be taken for granted that no Company is formed
outside the Colony which dees not consider it worth while to pay the
consequent fees for the advantages oifered.

My Committee trust that the suggestions contained i this letéer
which are advanced solely for the proiection of Commerse will receive
the sympataetic consideration of His Ezcellency the Governor.— |
have, ete,

E., A M. WILLIAMS, Secretay.
The Honourable The CUolonial Secretary.
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DEBATE ON THE OPIUM OQORDINANCE IN 1HE
LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL,
Hongkong, 18th October, 191l.
Dear Bir—Enclosed we beg to hand you copy of a letter addressed
to the Colonial Secretary on the 6th ultc, and his reply. Will you
kindly circulate same for the information of your Committee. Kindly
return the Colonial Secretary’s letter after it has been cireulated.--
We are, ete.,
DAVID SASSOON & (0., LTD.
The Secretary, Hongkong General Chamber of Commerce.

Hongkong, 6th September, 1911.
ir,—We have the honour to draw your attention to the fact that
during a debate on the Opium Ordinance at a meeting of the Legs-
lative _Cquncil held on the 30th ulto, you are reported to have (Hong-
kong Daily Press report) made the following statements:—

1. “Prior to the last sale three of the leading merchants
came to my oflice and asked what the intentions of the
Government were. I told themw that it was extremely pro
bable that any Opium hought would be shut out.”
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§lr. Gubbay, of Messys. k. D. Sassoon and Co., and the
writer called at your office together as representing the
regular importers of Opinm, and if any other gentleman
called he was not entitied to act on behalf of the regular
Opium merchants. :

9. “ Now I have figures showing that of the 1005 chests
imported between 24th July and 29th August, 760 chests
were imported by the gentlemen who came to see me.”’

We beg to inform you that we purchased at the July sale, which
was neld i Caleutta on Tuesday, 4bu, 200 chests of uncertified Opium,
out or which 175 chests were purchased forjajc and on behalf of the
rtongkong and Macao Opium Yarmers, as per contracts, Mr. Shellim
had the pleasure of presenting to you for your inspection. These
purchases were made Drior Lo any steps being taken to prohibit the
unport of uncertified Cpium into Hongkong. Hince the 4th July, we dia
not purchase nor were we intercsted in a single chest of uncertified
Opwum for the Hongkong mariket. At the August sale we made Do
purchase for the Hongkong market. 1t is a fact that at the Import
and Lxport Office we appear as lmporters of a much larger gquantity
than 200 chests. This is accounted for by the fact that the Opium was
taken delivery of by us and stored in our Godown on behalf of other
tirms and Banks, and as the B/Lading is endorsed by us we appear as
the nmporters. Mr. Hutchison, at your request called at our office
and mspected our godown and books, and we think, thoroughly satis-
fieq himself that we were the actual importers of 200 chests of uncerti-
fied Upium only. Will you kindly verify these statements. The above
explanation also disposes of the Hon. M. Hewett’s remark on the
same occasion, as follows:—

[ went to see them the day I saw you, or the day afterwards,

“ put they weve still buying, as they did not know whether the

“ pill was coming forward this week or next month. Therefore at

* the last sale they * had to buy,” and the reply of H. E. Lhe

“ (jovernor, 1 think their position is a little thin. After protest-

* ing against the importation of uncertificated Opinm, and asking us

" to introduce this Bill, they go on importing subsequent to the

“ date on which they knew the Bill would be introduced.”—We

* have, etc.,

DAVID SASSOON & (O, LTD.
The Hon, Colenial Secretary, Present,

Colonial Secretary’s Office, Hongkong.
16th Uctober, 1911.

{#entlemen,—{ have the honour to reply to your letter of the 6th
ult, on the subject of certain statements made in the Legislative Coun
cil on the 30th of August during the debate upon the Opium Ordinance
and to express my great regret that, owing to an unfortunate ovez
sight, no reply has previously been sent to you.
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2. You arve correct in assuming that i was referring to yonr firm
when I stated that the Opium merchants who came to see me (and who
had previously protested against the importation of uncertificated
opium) had themselves imported between the 24th of July and the 2uth
of August 760 chests out of a total import of 1,005 chests, I made this
statement on the strength of official reports of mportation signed by
your firm, in which the opium in question was described as “imported
by us.” You have since informed me that this opium was nof, as
stated, imported by you, bubt by other persons, and that your only
interegt in it was that you acted as warehousemen in respect of it. I
have caused inquiry to be made, and find that the nformation given
by your firm in the official reports was incorrect, and that the facts
are as stated in your letter under reply.

A, —The Governor desires me to say that the words quoted by you
as having been used by him were intended merely as a comment upon
the disclosures made during the debate, and their significance so far as
your firm is concerned ceases with the explanation you have now
afforded.

4. You are at liberty to make any use of this letter you may think
fAt.—1 have, ete.,

WARREN BARNES, Colonial Secretary.
Messrs. D. Sassoon and Co., Ltd.

A A A

A D

BOND FKFOR USE IN ARBITRATIONS.

The following is the Form of Bond adopted by tie OCesinittee
under clause X of the Bye-Laws in reference to arbitrations:—

KNOW ALL MEN that We

of
and
of
are jointly and severally bound to
the Chairman for the time heing of the General Committee of the
Hongkong General Chamber of Commerce in the sum oI One thousand
Dcllars to be paid to the said Chairman or to his Attorney executors
administrators or assigns for which payment we bind ourselves and
each of us by these presents.
SEALED with our seals.

Dated tois day of
THE CONDITION of the above written Bond is such that if the said

and

and each of them their respective heirs exeeutors and administrators
ghall in all things well and truly obey abide by and perform the award
and final det>rmination of the Arbitrators appointed by the Hongkong

.




100
A5

General Chamber of Commerce and/or of their Umpire and shall pay
the fees of the Arbitrators and/or Umpire and of the Hongkong General
Chamber of Commerce relating to the arbitration and/or Umpire
named as well on behalf of the above bounden

as of the above bounden _

to arbitrate award and determine of and concerning all and all manner
of actions causes of action claims quarrels controversies trespasses
damages and demands whatsoever which at any time or times hereto-
fore have been had been made moved brought commenced sued prose-
cuted done suffered committed or depending by and between the parties
arismng out of a Contract dated the day of

for the sale of

8o as the said award be made in writing under the hands of the Arbi-
trators and/or the Umpive then the above written Bond shall be void
and of no effect AND the parties hereby agree that this submission
shall be a submission within the weaning of Chapter 24 of the Hong-
kong Uode of (livil Procedure and of any statutory modification thereof

and that the Arbitrators and/or Umpire shall for the purpose of

enapung them or any of them to make the award or decision be at
liberty to go into parol as well as written evidence and to examius
the parties or either of them and such other witnesses as they or any
of them shall think proper on cath and that this submission shall not
he revoked by the death of the parties or either of them before the
making of the said award and all costs and charges attending the
arbitration and award of decision following thereon shall be in the
discretion of the Arbitrators and/or Umpire and shall be paid and
natisfied as they or he may pronounce and the Arbitrators and/or
Umpire may direct such costs to he paid as between party and party
ur as between solicitor and client as they cr he shall think fit

SIGNED SBEALED AND DELIVERED

n the presence of:—
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FORTNIGHTLY CURRENT EXCHANGE AND BULLION QUOTATIONS DURING THE YEAR

Fortnight ending
Do.
Do.
Do.
Do.
Do.
Do.
Do.
Do.
Do.
Do.
Do.
Do.
Do.
Do.
Do.
Do.
Do.
Do.
Do.
Do.
Do.
Do.
Do.
Do.
Do.

QUOTATIONS.

BANK'S SELLING.

Loxpon | Fraxor | G'MANY
TR, T4, T
6th Jan. ...... 1/10% | 2,83 | 1.38%
20th Jan. ...... 1/91L7) 2.28% | 1.85
3rd eb. ...... 1/94% | 2.26 | 1.88
Licth Beb ... 195 | 2.23 | 1.80%
grd Mar....... 1/94 | 2.26% | 1.83
L7ty Mar:.,..... 1/97% | 2.26 | 1.825
31at Mar...... Toz. 29 o 1820
13th April .. IfQ% 2.28 1.84
28th April ,’9,§ 2.30% | 1.86%
12th May...... 119% | 2.20% | 1.85%
26th May.. 1/9% | 2.28 | 1.84
10th June...... 1/911 | 2281 | 1 84%
23rd June...... 1,914 | 2.28% | 1.844
Tl July...... 1/98: 227 | 1,834
218t July...... 1/98 | 227 | 1.838%
4th Aug.... .. 1;9% 225 | 1.82%
18th Aug. 1/9% | 2254 | 1.82%
1st Sept 1/9% | 226 | 183
15th Sept. 1/9% | 2.26 | 1.83%
20th Sept. 1/9¢& | 2.26 | 1,84
13th Oct. ...... 14916 2.26% | 1.84Y%
27th Oct 1:10-1-1‘;- 2.31%, 1.88%
LOtH -Nov s 171045 2.83 | 1.89%
24th Nov, 1/10-3, 3 2.33% | 1.89
8th Dec. el 1f 10}/ 23 190
29nd Dec, ......| 1/10% | 2.34 | 1.89%

AMER,
iz

11y
43%
43Y%
43
43%,
4.8Y
48%
43%
44
11y
187%
44
4l
13%
43%
43y
43y
43%
431
41y
43%,
44%
45
44%
45
45

S HAL
REE:

L%
T4
r&/

A,é

Ixpra
THF:

137Y
134%
133%
181%
1334
1334
1334
13
1364
1355
bl
1354
1354
134y
134
133Y
1334
131

134

1

134y
1387Y
138

1384
138%
1381

| JaTAN
S

907
90%
90%
90!

S'PORE
B

%

] =] ] =] =] ] =] o] =) =] =] =]
DGy =l =1 =1 =1 =1=00=~1

1

=1 =]
c:o*

fbA
{()/}\
T8%
79K
F()]/
79%
T9%

‘ JAva
dEDT

1.10%
108%
GG
106Y
107H
1074
10%%
1084
1.09%
109

108H
108%
108%
1084
1084
107Y
107Y
108

168

1054
108Y%
110%
1A
Tk

111%

{ 111%

|

Lonpon

dmfsne,

1A

110%
1/9%
1 9%
l')%
1913
1913
11n
10/
1/104
1/10
1O
1710
1/918
]()1,
F()}/

BANKS LUYING

S

Fraxce | G'MANY
4 m/s. 4 m/s.
2871 | 193%
233 | 190
2304 }JSR
2R 186
231 |187%
o800k | 187
2304 | 187
2321 | 18348
230 1930
284 190
2391 | 1881
233 189
233 189
i e N e
Yol | 188
2205 | 187
2244 | 187
226 187
980y | 188
231 189
231% | 189
236% | 193Y%
238 1947
238% | 194
239 e
239 194%

R

ABMER.

4(),%
453 |
45%
Ll
45Y
45%
Ly
4579
464
45

45%
45%
45%
451
45l
441
45}

45%
i
45%
45%
16%
46%
464
46%
46%

4 mfs,

1911,
CLEAN GorLp (oL
= QHA'" | Mpxzeax | Bawr, 98 | Lear 100
AlnAnra, |BEVER. porraxs. | Tovcw. | ToucH.
30 d’l'a

1/1018 | 253, | 1 % p.m. | 5450 | 56.60
1/10% | 244 - 5560 | 57.70
1105 [ 242 | Par 5610 | 58,20
1ots | 231: ] % dis | 56.60 | 58.70
10 [F2d e T 50. 70! 57.80
17103 74/ T 56.00 | 5810
1ok | 240 | Parv 1 56,00 | 5810
Ti0s | 24 g % dig | 9560 hT.T0
1104 24/§ LN 5610 57.20
1/1075 | 24% L Bo40 | 57.50
1/10% 24% e 55.70 | 5T7.80
BATE e S R L L R 55,60/ 8T.50
11075 | 244 i 55.60 | 57570
1103 | 24% R 55.95 | 57.95
Llos | 245 % o | 5585 | 5795
1104 | 24% % 56.30. | 58,40
Iligesiea g 20 ‘7 dl%, 58.10 | 58.20
1105, | 24% i 55.90 | 58.00
1/10% | 24% e, [ 55,200 58 .00
107 2Ly R 55.80 | 57.90
1105 | 2kd [ 1 55.80 | 57.90
11103z | 24% 1/ P m 556,00 [ 5710
1tz | 26 .. b BLOG | 56.90
1Ll ¢ 26% J/ o L0 56120
AyLlae 260 | 4 . | 5440 | 56.60
T11% | 258 | 4% ., | 5440 | 5640
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TABLE SHOWING THE HIGHEST AND LOWEST

Prices of Bar Silver in London,
Rates of Exchange in Honghong, and Bank of

1877 to 1911

England rate of Discount, for the years

ExcnAnar 1N

Baxk Rarr of

Bar SiLvenr N HoxekonG. DISCOUNT Ix

Yean. Loxpox. - Loxpox.
Winz.
Highest| Lowest l-ligh(--st! Lowest | Highest Lowest

1877 58Y% 53Y 4(8Y - 3|94 B- 2
1878 55Y, 491 3|11 3|5 6 2
1879 | 5213 | 48% | 41y | 38|5% 5 2
1880 5% 51% 4|0% 3|TH 3 2y
1881 b3 50% 3194 3|7% 5 2y
1882 521 50 3|9% 3|6% (6] 3
1883 51Y 5041 3|8% 317 B 3
1884 51% 49 3|8% 3|6Y% 5 2
1~85 50 46% 3|7 3|3% 1 2
1886 47 42 3|4% 2111% o i3
1887 47Y% 43Y 34y 310% 5] 2
1888 | 4498 | 41% | 31% | 2]11%| 5 2
1889 44% 4118 3|2% 2|11% 6 2y
1890 | 54% | 43% | 3104 | 3l0% 6 3
1891 | 48% | 434 | 35 30% 5 2y
1892 48% 37T% 310% 2|8% 3% 2
1893 | 381z | 380% 2187 | 2(2% 5 2
1894 | 81% | 27 218 | M11% | 3 2
1895 1% 278 2(2% 111y 2 o
1896 | 81% | 29% | 2028 | 2% 4 2
1897 2913 23% 2|1% 119% 4 £
1898 28% 2 1[13% [ 1|9% 4 2y
1899 29 26% 1111% | 1|10% 6 3
1900 30% 27 2|11 1|11y 6 3
1901 298 25 2|11 119% 6 3
1802 26 2111 1/10% | 1|6% 4 3
1903 284 211k 111033 1|6% 4 2%
1904 | 289 | 247 | 1|11 1(8% 4 3
1905 302 254% 211% 11918 4 2y
1906 334 29 2311 | 2|04 G 3%
1907 327 243 2|35 | 1|94 7 4
1908 | 274 | 22 111% | 1|8 6 2%
1909 24% 231 1|19% 1{8% 5 2y
1910 26Y 23+% 0y 1 S4% 51 2
1911 26% 2313 1]10% | 19% 4% 3
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{.—Shipping.

~ The total of the Shipping entering and clearing at Ports in the
Colony during the year 1911 amounted to 543,570 vessels of
36,179,152 tons, which, compared with figures for 1910, shows a
decrease in numbers of 3,594 vessels, with a decrease of 355,209
tons.

Of the above, 44,978 vessels of 23,063,108 tons were engaged in
Foreign Trade, as against 40,714 of 23,160,256 tons in 1910, and
were distributed as follows i —

1911. 1910, i811. 1810.
Numbers. Numbers.l Tonnage. Tonnage.
British Ocean-
going  ships, 87 % 10357 329 % 350 %
Foreign Ocean-
going ships, 9°3 10E 65 © 343 35°0
British  River
Steamers, ... 153 1670 17°8 173
Foreign River
Steamers ... 31 343 32 30
Steam-launches
(under 60
tons), ..o TR T 06 06
Trading Junks, 564 519 112 91
100°0 100°0 100°0 10070

The movements of fishing Junks are not included in the above
figures.

9. Of ships of European construction, 4,042 Ocean Steamers,
% Sailing Ships, 4,147 River Steamers, and 1,617 Steamships not
exceoding 60 tons entered during the year, giving a daily average
entry of 269 ships, as compared with 26'7 in 1910 and 25°6 in 1909.

3. The average tonnage of individual Ocean Vessels entering
the port has once more increased—from 2,457°3 tons to 2,495°1 tons.
That of British ships has increased (2,633'5 tons as against 2,594°5
tons) while that of Foreign ships has increased from 2,324'1 tons
to 2,365 tons.

During the past 20 years, the average tonnage of Ocean Vessels
has increased from 1,181°1 tons to 1,915°5 tons,

The average tonnage of River Steamers entered during the
year has again decreased from 602'1 tons to 5849 tons. That of
British River Steamers has decrsased from 617 tons to 599 tons,
and that of Foreign River Steamers from 529 tons to 518 tons.
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4. A comparison between the years 1910 41 F 00T Satatrse
the following table :— and 1911 ‘s given in

Class of Vessels. 1910. I911. Tnerease. Decreass,

: e
No. |I‘omm3e: No. | Tonnaze.| No. | Tonage. | No. |Tonnage.

British Ocean-}
EOIME .itw
ForsignOcean-
Lanil e, oidhoes
British River}
Steamers, ...
F' reign River }
Steamers, ..
Steamships un- l

4,262 | 8,111,946 | 3,907 | 7,589,505 ... 335| 511,951
4312 | 8,108,969 | 4,130 | 7,917,640 ... 132| 180,329
6,483 | 4,000,073 | 6,371 | 4,116,736 | 388 | 116,663
1,334] 706,616| 1,423 | 736,057 sy | 29441
der 60 tons

(Foreign ‘ 3,153 136,765 |3,263| 130,092 | 110 ok 5,678

JT{ade.) ...... !
unks Forei
Trade. ooy J|21,170] 2,100,887 | 25,324/ 2,572,588 | 4,148 | 471,701

Total Foreign
Trade, ... J|40,714|23,160,256 44,978 23,063,108 | 4,751 617,805 | 487 | 714,953

fteam-launches e
Plyingin Wa- »| 466,014 10,986,234 | 461,984110,981,990{ ... 4030 § 4,244
3 tez]"fsofc‘olony ¢ i
unks Loeal 0
}R.:de,___ff‘f_} 40,436 | ¥2,887,871| 130,608 |12,184,054| ... g s0g| 53,817

Grand Total,...| 547,164 36,534,361 543,570136,179,152 4751 | 617,805 [8,345 973,014

Net i . |80 855,209

* Including %’8&58 Ccnservancy and Dust Boats of 1,540,984 tons.
Y 98 4 of 818992 |
1 Decrease owing to & number of emalldr sized laune hes being ,emp]oyed.
§ fmall decrease in tonnage owing to larger sized launches beirg
employed.
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5 This table shows a decrease in British Shipping of 355
ships of 521,951 tons, or of 83 per cent. in numbers and of 6'4
per cent. in tonnage. This large falling off, which occurred in the
latter half of the year, is principally due to a stagnation in trade
occasioned by the unrest in China, failure of the Rice Crops,
strikes in the United Kingdom, and to the turnover of the China
Manila Steamship Company’s fleet to the United States flag.

British River Steamers have increased from 6,483 ships of .

4,000,073 tons to 6,871 ships of 4,116,736 tons, or, 2'3 per cent. in
ships and 2°9 per cent. in tonnage. This is explained by ‘the new
steamer Wing On contribuiing 295 trips, also, to the increased
number of trips made by the Canton Steamers, particularly, at the
time of the unrest in Canton.

Foreign Ocean Vessels have decreased by 132 ships or 3°0 per
cent. in numbers, and of 2'3 per cent. in tonnage. This result is
due to increases of 66, 47, 26, 20, 15 and 4 ships under United
States, Dutch, Portuguese, Russian, French and Japaness flags
respectively, which are counterbalanced by decreases of 141, 121,
27, 18, 2, and 1ships under German, Chinese, Swedish, Norwegian,
Italian and Danish flags respectively. The increase shown under
the United States flag is explained by the steamers Rubi and Zafiro
being transferred from British colours: also the increase shown
under the Dutch flag is explained by four steamers that did not
call at the port in the previous year. The decrease under the
German flag is chiefly accounted for by the falling off in trade from
Bankok: similarly, the decrease under the Chinese flag is due to
the fact of the loss of the Meefoo and the stoppage of two steamers
which previously traded to the port.

Foreign River Steamers have increased by 89 ships (or 6'6 per
cent.) of 29,441 tons (or 4'1 per cent). This is mainly accounted
for by the new steamers Shing Ping and Licorne conlribuzing 72
ifslrips. and to an increase in trips of vessels under the Portuguese

ag.

As in former years, I here insert a comparison between the
shipping of the port twenty years ago and to-day. In 1891, 2,856
British ships, of 3,593,223 net register tons entered the port,
against 10,778 ships, of 11,706,731 net register tons in 1911; an
increaso of 277'3 per cent. in numbers and 223 per cent. in tornage.
These figures include Ocean and River Steamers and Ocean-
going Sailing Ships (not junks). In the same way, Foreign
Shipping, during the same period, has increased from 1,495 ships
of 1,545,404 net register tons in 1891, to 5,603 ships of 8,653,697 net
register tons; an increase of 9757 per cent. in numbers and of
459'9 per cent. in tonnage.

8. The actual number of individual Ocean Vessels of European
type of construction entering during 1911 was 720, being 348
British and 372 Foreign. The corresponding figures for 1910 were
734, 365, and 369, respectively.

L 'I'._'. -

111

These 720 ships aggregated 1,796,498 tons. They entered 4,049
times, giving a collective tonnage of 7,756,033 tons. Thus, com-
pared with 1910, 14 less ships with a tonnage decreased by 8,177
tons, entered 235 less times, and gave a collective tonnage less by
356,952 tons. ;

Thas i—
: No. of Times
A Steamers. dnpeis Total Tonnage.
1910.| 1911.| 1910.| 1911.| 1910. 91,

A Steamers 360 | 344 | 2,124 11,952 [4,041,557| 3,781,622
British i g iing .| 5| 4| 7| 6| 17683| 16534
Georman,..coo . vavieee | 113 111 | 722 | 657 | 1,206,757 | 1,133,786
Japanese { Et‘??'mem ‘101 106 | 507 | 509 (1,341,083 | 1,354,362

~ Sailing Tl i) e 138
Norwgglan, 34 36 223 210 | 236,334 221,039
Au§tr1an, ............ i 6 24 24 95,062 96,380
Chinese,....ccc..onvon 22 20 250 | 192 | 314,879| 241,362
amiiahy (e et 6 8 20 20 33,165 45,928
SR et 16 16 | 108 | 130 214737 235881
French, .............. 35 9% | 144 | 152 | 262,6%0| 249469
TEalidn,s ot i 8 2 13 12 34,496 31,188
Portuguese, ......... 3| 4 66 79 29,478 32,842
Russilan, ............ ot AT 10 20 28,803 53.080
Swedish,......oovininn. 5 6 21 14 45,398 25,778
o {Steamers 15 18 3 71 | 210466| 243619
Sailing...| ... i AL 1 163

N orlag ey, 0ol 1! 5 Toifies b, - 299 g
Total,. ... 734 YoL 4,284 [4,049 18,112,985 | 7,756,033

7. The 348 British Ships carried 3,445 British Officers and 12,
Foreign Officers, the latter consisting of 7 U.8.A., 2 Norwegians,
2 Dutch, and 1 German.

r Thus, thfa Eroportion of Foreign Cfficers serving in British
Ships was 0354, comprising 4 nationalities, a deerease of 00197
with a decrease in number of officers and of ships.

8. The 372 Foreign Ships carvied 2,600 officers, of whom 90
were British, as follows i(— '

1911 1910.
In Chinese Ships : s - = 90
siHrench G, = A o ! 6
,, Japanese ., - - B - 12 42
» United States Ships - = =0 6
90 144
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Thus, 3'3% of the officers serving in Foreign Vessels were of
British nationality, a decrsase in the number of officers and
ghips.

9. The Nationality of the Crews in British and Foreign Ships
was as follows :— 1 '

| |
| Vyissm BriTisH |U.S. A. AND
i YESSHLE: | Tapws, EUROPEANS.

!

1910.| 1911. 1910.‘ 1911, 1910.‘ 1911.| FS107 191,

ASTATICS,

British, | 365 | 248 ‘24,610

22,652 | 449 431 131,635] 119,463
1,165 28,216 127,181 113,050 112,584

Foreign,| 369 | 372 | 1,352
i
Total, ...; 734 | 720 25,962 (23,847 {28,665 27,612 | 244,685 | 232,047

!

Hence in British Ships:— And in Foreign Ships :—
I910. 1911, 1910. 1817,

150 % 15'89 % of the crews | 0'95 %
were British.

0:29 7 0°30 7 of the crews ; 1978 7,

085 % of the crews
wera British.

19°28 7 of the crews

were other were other

Furopeans. Europeans,
84'01 % 8381 % of the crews | 7927 % 7987 % of thz crews

were Asiaiics. were Asiatics.

2.—Trade

10. As pointed out in previous reports. the figures which used
to appear under this heading were misleading, being inaccurate in
some cases. However, in the few items of Import Trade of which
substantially accurate details can be given, and as to these, the
following remarls may be of interest:— :

Coul.—1,046,290 tons were imported during the year. This
quautity, compared with the imports for 1910, shows a decrease of
68,839 tons or 6'6/. This decrease may be ascribed to greater
quantities of coal passing through Hongkong to Canton than here-
tofore, principally, Japanese, North China and Hongay coals; also
to the falling off in Ocean Tonnage,
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Of the many varisties of coal imported, Japanese heads the list,
Next comes North China and Hongay. The importation from Pulo
Laut is increasing. There was only one cargo of Cardiff coal
commercially imported. No Australian coal was discharged
throughout the year,

Kerosene 0Oil shows a big increase in Bulk Oil of 62,367 tons or
111'17, and in Case Oil an increase of 4,112 tons or 82%, while
Liquid Fuel has increased by 7,759 tons or 82'3%. The huge
inerease in Bulk Oil ean be attribuied to a great extent to the cut-
ting of rates between the Standard Qil and Asiatic Petroleum
Companies, and as the stocks were left short in 1910 it further
enhanced the importation of the commodity during the year, and,
also, to shipments hitherto shipped direct to coast ports, but now
transhipped here. Owing to the Revolution in China sales in the
Interior have now become restricted. Similarly, the increase in
Liquid Fuel tends to show that this class of fuel is now becoming
popular in steamers which hitherto exclusively consumed coal.

Cotton and Cutton Yarn.—Here is shown a large decrease
amounting to 34,730 tons or 87'5% chiefly due to high prices ruling
for cotton during the year, which made it prohibitive to the poorer
Chinese and so checked business. The last two or three months of
the year were particularly bad for business owing to the Revolution.

Flour~—Here our returns show a great increase of 49,679 tons
or 153'8%, due to the poor rice and wheat corps in China thoughout
the year. Districts which were supplied last year from the abun-
dant crops of China have this year been compelled to fall back on
the American product. The price of rice has also enhanced the
demand for American flour, this being used as a substitute for rice
and rice flour. The prices of rice throughout the vear have practi-
cally stood at about 407, over normal prices, possibly, the high prices
of flour in Australia have to some extent inflated our imports here,
inasmuch, as such high prices have curtailed that country's ship-
ments to ports south of Hongkong, which are large consumers
(Java, Straits, Burmah, &e¢.), and the southern ports have come to
us for their supplies; this port being the distributing centre of thoze
districts for American flour.

Rice—Here our returns show a falling off of 152,224 tons or
26'67. The failure of the southern crops in general, as evidenced
by the high prices which have ruled on the markets for the last
half year, has, of course, been the reason of the decline.

11. The total reported Imports during the year amounted to
3,995,793 tons as against 4,292,194 tons in 1910, a decrease of
296,401 tons or 7'47,. Exports show an increase of 71,672 tons or
3'1%. Transit cargo shows an increase of 66,109 tons or 16%.
These figures are not, however, reliable, there being no means of
collecting accurate information in the absence of any Customs Staff.




Exported 2,263,000 tons including River Trade as compared with 2,240,000

tons in 1910.
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12. The corresponding figures relating to ships of European type of construection exporting
“eargo, and c;hlppmn' bunker coal, follow :—
EXPORTS.
1910. 1911. Increase. Decrease.
No. | Tonnage.| No. | Tonnage. | No. | Tonnage. | No. | Tonnage.
SRREERa et R R 4,282 | 8,082,780 | 4,029 | 7,732,115 f 253 350,665
River Steamers, ............ 3,907 | 2,352,421 | 4,147 | 2,426,925 | 240 74,504
Bailing Vessels, ............ 8 20,150 9 19,487 i 663
TLatal, o 8,197 110,455,351 | 8,185 10,178,527 | 241 74,504 | 253 351,328
' —
Nt iDeersase; |t v svadaame 12 276,824 ere



15. A summary of the Shipping and Trade of the Port for the year 1911.
to the nearest 1,000 tons only :—
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The trade return is given

Brltish Ocean-going,......
Foreign Ocean-going, .
British River Ste-.;.mers
Toreign River Steamers,
Fotal i
Steam-launches, Fore- }
ign Trade, ....
Junks, Foreign Trs.de,
Total Foreign Trade,
'%tenm-launchw, Local !
L |
J unks Local Trade, ......

ol Tanal Trada

Toxs. Pasgengers.
No. of Emi-
Ships. Dis Ta Regi grants.
o 1 gistered <
charged. Shipped. | q. o (Bu nker Coal.| Total. Toprage: Arrived. | Departed.
3,907 | 1,503,000 | 1,092,000 | 2,157,000 221,000 | 4,973,000 | 7,589,995 169,708 137,207 | 92,691
£180 | 2,156,000 | 934,000 | 1,888,000 205,000 | 5273,000 | 7.917.640 | 108,253 | 100,003 | 42,874
6,871 | 243000 | 221,000 | =~ ... 51000 | 515,000 | 4,116,756 | 1,097,685 | 1,038,374
1423 | 94000 | 88,000 14000 | 196,000 | 736,057 | 118693 | 88,662 | ...
16,381 | 5,996,000 | 2,325,500 | 4,045,000 581,000 {10,957,000 (20,360,428 | 1,494,939 | 1,364,336 | 135,565
3,263 8,000 10,000 i 6,000 24,000 130,092 19,635 26,837 =
25,334 | 476,000 | 680,000 1,155.000 | 2,572,588 | 81,845 | 26994
44978 | 4,479,000 | 3,025,000 | 4,045,000 587,000 12,136,000 (23,063,108 | 1,546,414 | 1418167 | ...
461,984 .1,000 1,000 s 36,000 38,000 (10,981,990 | 2,866,617 | 2,847,703 -
36,608 | 115,000 | 100,000 215,000 | 2,134,054 | 24153 | 28282
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3.—Revenue and Expenditure,

16. The gross Revenue coliscted by the Harbour Department
during the year was $506,964.85 as against $494,234.84 collected in
the preku% year, showing an increase of $12,730.01 or 247 :—

= 1910. 1911, Tncrease. Decrease.
Light Dues, . =% 86,157.20 $§ 8257800 § $ 3,570.11
Light Dues Specml As&%ment 95 810.85 92, ,802.14 3,008.69
Licences and Tnternal Revenne 13!,288.6.' ]37,358.56 79.8%
Fees of Court and Office, ......... 174,811.89 194,023.86 19,211.97
Miscellaneous Receipts, ......... 166.25 192.20 25.95
Foeall, S § 49493484 § 506,964.85 8 19,217.81 § 6,687.80
Deduct Decreass,...... 8 6,687.80
Net Increase ...coeo... $ 12,730.01

The principal increases are under Medical Examination of
Emigrants, $16,533; Sunday Cargo Working Permits, $6,500;
Fines, $868.88; Steam-launch Licences, &c., $569.50; Boat Licences,

$339.06; Fees for storage of gunpowder, &c., $399.62; Junk

Licences, $255.80; Chinese Passenger Ship Licances, $105;
Survey of Steam- launches $90 and Message Fees for no‘ufyzng

ships signalled $31.20.

There has been falling off in Revenue under the headings:—

Light Dues, $3,579.11 ; Light Dues, Special Assessment, $3,008.69;
Engagement and Discharge of Seamen, $2,269.80; Survey of Steam-
ships, $778.60; Registry HFees, $612; HExamination of Masters,
Mates, &c., $577.50; Fishing Stakes and Station Licences, $483;
Emigration Brokers’ Licences, $200; Pilots’ licences, $90; and
Sale of Printed Forms, $41.75.

17. The expenditure of the Harbour Department (exclusive of
the Imports and Exports Office) for 1911 was $161,149.32 as against
$160,035.89 expended in 1910. The expenditure stated above for
1911 includes $507.90 paid for coal remaining in stock at the end
of December but does not include $2,500 and $12,372.11 specially
expended respectively for recoppering the Government Steam
Tender Stanley and for the installation of Matthews Incandescent
Oil Burners in Gap Rock, Waglan and Green Island Lighthouses.

The Amount of Light Dues collected was as follows ==
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4.—Steam-launches.

18. On the 31st December, there were 303 Steam-launches
(including MotorBoats) employed in the Harbour. Of these, 129
were licensed for conveyance of passengers, &c., 134 were privately
owned, 18 were the property of the Government and 22 belonged
to the Imperial Government, comprising 4 Military and 18 Naval.

Nine Masters’ Certificates were suspended for incompstency
or negligence in the performance of their duties; 3 were suspended
for 3 months, and were required to be re-sxamined bafore their
certificates were returned; 1 was suspended for six months; 2 were
suspended for 1 month and wera required to come up for instruction
at the expiration of that tims; 2 were suspsnded for 1 month and
2 months respectively and were required to come up for examin
ation at the expiration of those times and 1 was ordered to ve-pass
the examination before his certificate was returned.

Five hundred and fifteen (515) engagements and four hundred
and sixty-six (466) discharges of masters and engineers were made
during the year.

As in 1910, seven (7) steam-launches were permitted to carry
Arms, &c., for their protection against pirates. These were all
previously allowed.

5.—Emigration and immigration.

19. One hundred and thirty-five thousand five hundred and
sixty-five (135,565) Emigrants left Hongkong for various places
during the year 1911 (111,058 in 1910).

Of these, 98,691 were carried in British Ships, and 42,874 in
Foreign Ships. -

These figures show a substantial increase over 1910 of 24,507

(or 22°/,) which can be accounted for in the same way as last year;

Iéroviding labour for rubber plantations in the Federated Malay
tates.

One hundred and forty-nine thousand eight hundred and ninety-

' four (149,894) returning emigrants are reported to have been

brought to Hongkong from the several places to which they had
emigrated, either from this Colony, or from Coast Ports, as against
149,564 in 1910. Of these 112,328 arrived in British Ships, and
37,566 in Foreign Ships,
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6.—Registry, &c., of Shipping.

20, During the year, 20 ships were registered under the pro-
visions of the Imperial Merchant Shipping Act, and 4 Cerﬁﬁca*::es
of Registry were cancelled. 111 Documents, &c., were dealt with
in connection with the Act, the fees on which amounted to $846 as
compared with $1,458 in 1910,

7.—Marine Magistrate’s Court

21. Two hundred and thirty-five cases were heard in the Marine
Magistrate’s Court {95 in 1910). Breach of the Harbour Regula-
tions, Disobeying the Lawful Orders of the Harbour Master,
Neglecting to exhibit lights, Failing to observe the Rule of the
Road, and carrying passengers in excess were the principal
offences,

8.—Marine Court.
(Under Section 19 of Ordinance 10 of 1899.)
22. During the year only one Court was held :(—

On the 11th December, inguiry into the circumstances
attending the piracy on November 23rd on the British
S.8. “Shui On,” Official No. 125,987 of Honzkong, of
which Robert Alexander Johnson, number of whose
Certificate of Competency is 191 Singapore, was
Master. :

The Court found that shortly after the Ship had taken the
ground on a spit N.E. of Staunch Island, West River, a number of
armed Chinese pirates attacked the ship firing volleys at the Euro-
pean Quarters and afterwards ransacked her, taking away valuables
to the amount of 10,000, of which 9,500 belonged to {he passen-
gers and crew; and that the Chief Officer, Mr. Nicholson, lost his
life in gallantly endeavouring to prevent the pirates frem hoarding
the ship.

8.—Examination of iMasters, Mates and Engineers.

23. The following Tables show the number of Candidates |
examined under Ordinance 10 of 1899, for Certificates of Com-
petency, distinguishing those who passed irom those who failed :—
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(Under Board of Trade Regulations.)

Grrade. Passed. Failed.

e e e o L WL s N VO RRNE IR 9 o
Master, (Provisional Certificate), ........oocoves ol
Heiis AV toamal e N Ll L e iy SRR I R o 8 i1,
Second Mate, ........... e m s MR e i il
NG PRt et Fowc o S Lol 4 poe b 1
Miate, BRAVEr Bis ariio s e sy sn sy o 2

ST e by 19 5
CHETE T U e £ oo AN SR A 21 5]
Second Class BUGINSOT .. .vwvvsis ey cosiawnpiias 30 1.

Total, 51 6

For Steamships not excseding 60 tons, under Ssction 37 of Or-

dinance No, 10 of 1839 :—

Passed.

Candidates. Failed.
For Master, ........ s i e R S 62 3
el e e el e e e it e 50 1
Pofaiiied (sl (. 112 4

10.—Examination of Pilots.
(Under Ordinance No. 8 of 1904.)

24. Only one candidate was examined during the year and
passed. One Licence was issued, and 13 Licences were renewed.

{1.—Sunday Cargo Working.

25. During the year 319 Permits were issued under Ordinance
Of these 107 were

not used as it was found unnecessary to work cargo on the Sunday

No. 1 of 1891 as comparad with 267 in 1910.

and the fees in such cases were refunded.

The Revenue collected under this head amounted to $36,375 as

against $30,475 in 1910,
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{2.—New Territories,

Thirteenth year of British Administration.

26. The Outstations attached to the Harbour Department, now
seven in number, have continued to perform the work allotted to
them, and during the year Licences, Port Clearances, Permits, &c.,
have been issued by them as follows :—

1810, 1911,
Cheung Chau opened  1899...... 13,484 13,780
Tai G Is 1899...... . 6,258 7,494
Tai Po Y eenR..... 9,029 8,928
Sai Kung 3 19020 .. 2,683 3,004
Long Ket o Tagamn. 8,260 6,473
Deep Bay - 1901
closed July 1909, re-
opened December, 1911...... T 560
Ping Shan opened 1st Sep-
ternber; 19T, e P — 432

39,707 40,781

The Revenue collected by this Department from the New
Territories during 1911 was $29,054 as compared with $28,141,90 in
1910,

i3.—Lighthouses
GaP ROCK LIGHTHOUSE.

27, During 1911, 899 vessels passed this station, all of which
were reported to the Harbour Office by telegraph. Of this number
144 were signalled by Morse lamp.

Three thousand seven hundred and seventeen (3,717) telegraphic
messages were sent, ineluding meteorological observations for the
Observatory, and 557 messages were received.

Telegraphic communication was maintained throughout the

-year except for a few interruptions of short duration, caused by

the land lines being in contact.

There were fifty-five hours and thirty minutes (55 h. 30 m.) of
fog and the fog signal was fired 352 times.

On three occasions the relief was delayed by rough weather.

WAGLAN IsnAND LIGHTHOUSE,

During 1911, 2,281 messages were sent and 663 received; 2,063
vessels were reported, and owing to interruption of telegraphic
communication 140 vessels were not reported.
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There wore 183 hours and forty-eight minutes (183 h. 48 m.) of
fog and the fog guns were fired 1,928 times.
On two occasions the relief was delayed by rough weather.

" GREEN ISLAND LIGHTHOUSE.

During 1911, 1,582 vessels were signalled and reported. 536
messages were sent and 477 received.

Owing to telephonic communication being interruptéd atl ten

different times during the year, 67 vessels were not reported.

In the. latter part  of the year Matthews Trinity House
vapourising oil burner, on the “Kitson” system, was installed at
Gap Rock, Waglan Island and Green Island Lighthouses, replacing
the Trinity Heuse wick burners.

It is the latest Trinity House improvement in Lighthouse
illumination, thus bringing our three leading lights up to a high
state of efficiency, and comparing favourably with any modern
light. The intensity of the light is greatly increased, at the
same time an approximate saving of 517, on oil consumption
has been effected. i

A‘satisfactory test has been carried out with White Rose
Paraffin Oil, supplied locally by the Standard Oil Company. This
oil will be universally adopted and being cheaper in price as

compared with the oil formerly sent out from Home affects a

further saving in cost of maintenance.

The light was first exhibited at Green Island on 10th August,
at Gap Rock on the 1st September, and at Waglan Island on the
5th Qctober.

|4.—Commercial Intelligence, Board of Trade.

98. Fifty-six (56) letters were received during the year from

firms and individuals, principally in Great Britain, asking for
information upon various points in connection with their business,
requesting me to place them in communication with local firms,
or to obtain local agents for the sale of their goods, or submitting
samples or price lists.

My replies have been as full as the information and time at
my disposal permitted, and my negotiations have, [ understand,
been productive, in many cases, of desired effects.

C. W. BECkwITH, Commander, R.N.,
Harbour Master.

HARBOUR OTTFICE,
13th February, 1912.
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