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COMMITTEE, 1912. 

Hox. iUn. E . A . HE"-ETT, C.M.<.:, Cltc~irnwn. 
:\fr;. ;\, .J . STABJl, Vice-Chainnan. IIItt.G. H. l\lEDJ-WRi:-i'l' 
:lfJt. !~'. H . ARMSTJW::OW H ox. MR. C. H. HOi:iS 
i\J1t • .f .\\' . C. BUXXAR 1\In. E . SIIELLUI 
,\ [ ~:. (; . T. E! JJ\.1:'\S .JJt~. H. A. SIEB.-, 
)lR. (:. FUTEi::lL\:'\D 

.JI1~. E. A. l\L WlLLIA~lS, &crelar!J. 

-
ARBITRATION 

liiJ>. F . H .. \HMSTJWX<.: 
COM MITTEE, 1912. 

i\In. J . \\-. c. no~x A u 
:\I n. G. T. EDKIXS I 

liiR. U. FlU ESLA :'\ J) 
l\In. E. SHELLBf 
lliH. H . A. 8lEBS 

CORRESPONDING COMMITTEE, 1912. 
THE CHA I R.\IAX ,. IIIR. G. H. MJ~JlHl: R::iT 
THE VrcE·CIIAlR~LI.x H ox. l\In. C. H . ROHS 

LIST OF 
1 i:iut C. P . CHATER, C'.llr.r.. 

MEMBERS, 1912. 

2 l\In. A .. l\f. ESSABJTOY 
:'! , F Ut-:G \\'A CHUEX 

10 .J[JL E L LIS KADOORIE 
ll , U. r. LA:\li\IERT 
J2, A . B.l\JJ\RT Y 

.t , A. G. uo rmox ]3 , .r. R. ~llCI-1 :\EL 
r, C. L.UUHHA l\1 
fi , GEO. tilUMBLE 

J4 , H. 1\I. rr. X~:l\JAZEE 
lG Dn . . 1. \\- . :-,ronu: 

7 ,, HO }'OOK 
R , HO TUXG 

1 fi Hox. l\I H. H . E. l'O LL OeK, KJ'. 
17 MH. l\I. S. SAf-;800 :'\ 

U DR. G. P . .JORDA..\' 18 ,, F. Si.\l YTH 
19 , F. P. TALA TJ 

20 2.1ESSRS. ALVES . .T. Ilf. & Co. 52 M ESSHS. J. D. H l)TC H£SOX & eo· 
21 ARTHUI(NILSi:iO:X&Co. 53 
22 , ARCULLJ BROi-'. 5J 
23 , A. Y. APCAR & Co., 
21 , ARNHOLD, KARBERG 55 
25 , BANKER & eo. (& Co. fi6 
26 , BARRETTO & Co. 57 
27 , F. BLACKHEAD & Co., 
28 , BRADLEY & Co. 58 

50 20 , BR UTTON & HETT 
30 , DUME & RElF 
31 , BUTTERFJELD & SWJRE 60 
32 , CALDBECK, .MACGRE- 6 l 

33 
34 
35 

36 
37 
38 
39 

-10 
·11 
t2 
-!3 
41· 
.L() 

GOR & Co. 62 
, eARLOWITZ & Co. 63 
, CARL BODIKER & eo. 64 
, CAWASJEE,PALLil .. NJEE 65 

& Co. 66 
, CONNELL BROS. & Co. 67 
, CRUZ BAST O & Co. 68 

S. J . DA VID & Co. 69 
, DEACON, LOOKEI~ & 70 

DEACON 
, D"F:X:'i:YS & BO\YLEY 71 
, EWENS & H ARSTON 72 
, FER!l BORSI•~MAXN & Uo. 73 
., UARNElt QUELC IT & Co. 
, UA RRELS. BOR?\ER & Co . 7J 
, GlBH, LI\Ti'\U:-iTO.:\ & Co. 75 

tULMAX & Co. 7n lfi 
47 
48 
.J9 
50 

c:onn.\RD & Dun:r,\~ 77 
, HEUSER, EBEH ll'S & Co. 78 

H 'CUHES & H O('(Hf 7~l 

.J. J>. l-lU~Il'HRl';n; & SOX 80 
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'MASTER 
, JORGE & Co. 
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, DOUGLAS, LAPRAIK & 
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, L\.NE, CRAWFOR D & Co. 
, LOWE, BINGHAl\1 & 

!11ATTHEWS 
, LINSTEAD & DAVIS 
, W. R LOXLEY & Co. 
, D . l\IACDONALD & Co. 
, McEWEN, FRICKE L & Co. 
, :M:ELC H ERS & Co. 
, WM. IIIEYERINK & Co. 
, MING KEE HONG 
, MOXON & TA YLOR 
, N. MODY & Co. 
, E. P ABA NEY & Co. 
, PERCY SMITH, SETH & 

FLEl\li?\ G 
, R ADECKER & Co. 

R EISS & Co. 
, REUTER . BP..OCKEL· 

IlfANX & Co. 
, . \. LEX. noss & eo. 
, ROZARJO & Cn. 
, fUXDER, \\'I ELEH & Cn. 
,, E. n. SAS;)OUX & Co. 
,, S.HEW"\:I,TOl\H:S&Co, 

SU:;ilSSE:\ & eo . 
, H. 1-if\OTT & Co. 
, , SOAHES & Co . 
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LIST OF MEIVIBERS,-Continued. 

82 :\IEssns. STEW ART BROS. I 85 l\IESSRS. 'YE1\ DT & Co. 
83 , THORESEN & Co. 86 , HARRY WICKIKG & Co. 
'84 , THOMAS COOK & SOXS: 87 , YUEX HOP HONG 

88 AGENCY) l'ACJFJC :\L\IL ~TE.UfSHJl' Co. 
1 OCClDEXTAL & ORTEXTAL t'.S. Co 

8fl ASIATIC PETTI.OLEU.H Co., Vro. OF LOXDOX 
!10 BANQUE DE L'l:XDO CHI.:\E 
\11 " BANK" LIXE, LUil'fBD 
92 BRITISIT-A~lEBICA::\ T OBACCO CO \JPAXY, LDJITED 
93 CANADL\ ::-1" PACIFIC JU.JL\i'AY CQ:\IPA:XY 
!14 CANTOX INSURAXCE OrFJCJ;;, Ll:\HTED 
\J5 CHAl{TEHEn BASK OF J:XlJlA, AGSTHAUA & CIH:'i_\. 
\J6 CHJNA HOUXEO CU~\1 l'AXY, LEiilTED 
G7 CHJXE6E ENGIXI;:E lU X<i & ~ll?\JX'-'l Co., LTJ>. 
98 CHI.X.A EXPORT, DIPORT AXD ILL\'K C0;}1PAXY 
U9 CHI:\~\. FIRE 1::\Sl!IU::.\CE COlllPAX Y, LE\liTED 

100 CIUXA & JAJ>AX TELEI'HOXE & ELECTHIC Co., LTn. 
101 CHJX.\.MEHCHAX'fi3' STKL\f NAVIG.\.TIOX CO:\fPAXY 
J02 CHl.:X A S"CCUR REF1"1\L\G CO:\ll'A:XY, LL\liTlSD 
103 CRCX OX FIRE 1:\Bl'!U:\l;E CO:\JP.AXY, Lli\ll'rED 
101 CO.MPAG::\r:E U!~S :\JESSA(~EHIES ?,JAlUT1l\1E6 
105 DAYID SASt>OOX & Co::\ll'A'XY, LD!ITED 
106 DEUTbCHE ASJATJSCHE BA'SK 
107 DOD\\'ELL & COMPA~Y, J.Ii\JITED 
108 EASTEHX EXTE:\SWX, ATS'rRAL\.SlA & C!ll:\A T8LEGRAPH 
IOU FfHE IXSl1RA'SCE ASSUCJATIO::\ OF IJOXGKOX(; [Co., LTn. 
110 GREEX ToL\ ~\ll CE:\l.E);T C<DI1'A 'SY, LE\JITED 
111 HAl\lBUlW-A \JEHlK A LI :\' E 
ll2 H OLLAXD-CHIXA T1UD1XU Cc>. 
1L3 HOXGKOXG, UA'XTOX & :MAC.\0 t<TEA}lBOAT CO.i\IPAXY, LTD. 
114 HOKCH.:OXG & CHlXA GAS COl\11'.\:\Y, LUliT.IW 
ll 5 HO'XGKONG ELECTRIC CO.Ml'.\.:.\'Y, LDUTI:D 
lLG J-IOXGKUXG FIH8 1XSPHANCE COi\Il'AXY, LHllTED 
117 IIONGKONU & KO\\- LOON WHAHF & GODO\YN COi\lPAXY, LTD 
118 HOXGKO:XG LAND IX\'ES'T}IBXT & AGENCY CO:\ll'ANY, LTD. 
ll9 HONGKOXG ROI'E }lA :'\"C'FACTUlUKG COJ\IPA"?\'Y, LIMITED 
J~O HONGKOXG & SHANGHAI BANKING CORl'OHATIOX 
l H HONGKO.XG & WilA::O.[P<lA DOCK C()l)U'AXY, L1:\IITED 
122 INTERXATlO"faL J:L\SKIXG CURPOlL\.TIOX 
123 JARDINE, .i\1ATHE:30N & Co., LTD. 
tU JAVA-CHINA-JAPAN LJJN 
125 :'11ARINE JNS'l'HANCE ASSOCJATlO)T OF IIOXm::ONG 
126 i\lERCANTrLE BANK OF IXDJA, LBIJTED 
127 :'IIITSUI BUSf3AX KAiSHA, LJl\IITED 
128 NEDERLANDSCJ-m HANDEL-}I AATSHAPPIJ (?\ETIIEHL.\NDS 

TRADIN G SOCIETY) 
129 KEDEHLAN DSCH I::\Dif:lCHE 1L\.XDELSB.\.NK (XETHEHL.\XDS 

I NDIA CO:\Jl\IERCIAL BANK) 
130 XESTLE'S AKGLO SWISS .i\HLK Co., LOXDON 
131 X IPPO)T YUSEN KAI~H,\ 
132 OSAKA SHOSEN KAIRHA 
133 PENINSULAR & OJUENTAL STEA~I NAYIGATION COMPANY 
13J PHILIPPINES STEAllrSHIP CO:Ill'A'NY, LE\liTED 
J35 GAKDE. PRICE & CO:\IPA.NY, Lll\IITED 
186 RUSi:\0-ASlA'fiC RAKK 
13':' SHIU ON STEAl\1-l:iHIP Co::'lll'ANY, LDflTED 
JJ8 STANDAHD OlL CO:.llPAXY Of NE'\V YORK 
lJ9 TAI SHIXG PAPER l\IA:\l'f'ACTUHIKG CO:\IPANY, LIMITED 
l.l.O TOYO K1SEN KAISHA 
141 U:i'\ION I Nl:iURAi\CE 1::\0CIE'l'Y 0F 0.\XTOX, LB[JTED 
142 VACUUM OIL CO:IIPA:XY, LIMITED 
143 WILKINSOJ',, HEY\YOOD & CLARKE, LDliTED 
144 WlLLIA:\I C. JACK & Co., L'tD. 
145 YOKOHA:'I!A SPECIE llA.XK, I.Il\IlTED 
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Officers of the Hongkor.g General Chamber of Commerce. 

FTom dale of Formation in 1861 to 1912. 

~ear. ~~~ai1'ma~ / Finn. I Vic<-Chairma,, I F' I .. 

I 

----.---------·------- tr'tn , Secretary. 
1S6l Alexander Pcrc1val . Jardine Matheson & C / W w 11 · ----------------1~62 J3mes .\lncandrew .. . do. o . , . a u~shaw . . T~lrller &: f"o. J • Jobnson 
1 ,, ~3 .r .. r .l~ackenzie ...... Dent ,~; eo. I g }Y- J~ji'ay .. ... Ruley. ~ Co. , .1 . (J. Bnldwill. 
1'6~ j H. B. G1bh .... ........ Gibb L ivingaton ,t eo ~~· 1; ,~~0)'0"""" Lrall /Still"' C o. J . <'. Rnltlwin 
l~6o

1
H . B.Lemann ....... Gilm~n&l:o. · n'IJ'G' .. b'nu . .. . G.Iimau. &Co. .l.C', H:dd wiu: 

1866 John Don~ . . .. . .. ....... Dent & , :o. P · Ri·ri~o · . ...... C:>l:, Lmn!lston & Co. ,J. c. Rulrt,nn . 
1867 P . Ryne ............... 'l'urner & Co \'f N ' " ............ 1~unet & < o. Edward Nor ton 
1S68 1-' . ltyrie . .. . . .. ....... . .. tlo·. · n;~e_n_ .......... :--1em~sen & Go. Edward Norton. 
1SG9 1 W. J. llrvans d ~ J. Herl.md ..... . J . Bnroh & Co. J w wo ' · 
1870 W. Keswick .. ·. ·.·.'.'.'.'.': : Jnrdine Mat~~•on J: Co (,, ~· Hel./aud..... . . . . do. .1: w: '''o~d 
1M71 l' . .Hyl'ie .................. Turner & l o . JA. lz' T.tylor ...... ~nnth. Archer&: Co. A Noel Blaker 
1872 p 1' . . . 'UI Jucru Rie.ss & < ·o . N nan. ;sn 

1
.- :RY"" ............... do. L. Kahn ..... :::::: :: d ~ . ~ ~el ll ~ ake1uan. 

1874 
p' Ryr:e ............... do, L Kuhn .... ... ...... do. Ed J.aker. Aclinq . 

. yr.c ............... do J ·un G · 0
• A. Noel lllnkeman ~~~g r;. Hv~ie ....... ...... . do.' J~rr.~~ G~j~f:::·: .. Hongkong <~ l-i'hai Bank A Noel Hlakem~n: 

I . Ryue ............... 1 do. W. Keswick . J . do. A Noel I<Jakeman. 
187.7 W. Keswc'k .... . ..... J ardlue Matheson J: Co. H H N J· ........ ~rdtne, Matheson & Co. N. B. D c lliiYS. 
1878 W. KeswJCk .......... do H. 1 · D •

1
,on ... .. . t-barteretl Mercantile JL 1. Deun:i·• 

18~9 W. Ke•wick ........ . .. do: · '· "rylllple. do. [Hank. E. George.' ' · 
~~~0 W Ke,wick d H . H. Nclwu ...... Chartered Marcautilc }' G . 
1881 w'Kesw .ck::::::..... d~· r.·if.Nelson..... do. [flank. E.'G~~:.~~· 
!SS2 F. B . Johnsou ..... .'.:. do: H . LJD~· : ......... Turner & Co. E. Gcoric: 
1SS3 F . B. Johnson ... -... .. do I'· n· ;<II ymp lo. ~trley & Co. E. Gem·ge. 
1o8~ W.Kcmick ............ do: p' R~;~o ............ J urncr & ('o. " · George. 
1S8o W Keswick ............ do p · R) 10 

.......... . do. H . M. Bai]y 
1886 P Ryrie T & (' · · yne .. ......... do H ~~ T1 ' I · 
1887 p . R r i .. ................ nrner o. A l' · il!acT>wen .. . Holiday \Vis~&. Co . · · · a! y. 
1888 · y .. • .............. .. . do. A P. MacEwen .. ,1· · " · M Ba~ly. 

P. Rylle ............. .. do J Bell , , · . o. TT. U. ,Jcfi n es 
1889 P . Rl'rie d . · . nwg .... Jardwe l\latheson & Co H U r ft' ·· . 
189 I P. A.r' k ' .... . ........ 0 · J. Hell !rving d · · • e 11t::s . 

1
"
9

; E'.,ac !nto•h . .. .. . Butterfield&Swire. A . f' . . MacEw~;; .. H l'l Wlo. ~r •:· Henrlerson, 
~ ? . Mctck~ntosh ..... do. J , J Keswick · , 0 1~ ay :;:.e' , o ~ , Henderson. 
189~ 

1 
E. ~Iack1ntosh ........ . do. J . J . Keswick::::: J.lrduie M.t.he•on & Co. F. Hender•on. 

}~JI I ·: · ~· ~csw!ck ......... Jardtoe ~ l at.heson & Co, A. <; Wood G'bb L ' . . <lo. ( ji, (' Arlam l1nd , A cting. 
._ . . . eswick..... . .. .. do . E 1\rack i nto~h"" Pl ' .. lvmg"' _ou. ( o F. Hentlt"r~·on . 

1S9o A . G. Wood ............. Gibb Livingston & Oo A. M<·Con h' ... etttteiheld & :-;wll'e. F. Henderson 
}~~~ ~~- ~c\rachie ..... ... Gilluan &; t '~. · H~rbert ~:~1~ith: B~:~~;fi~~d1 J:.' . 1 F. J~cn<ler~on : 
8' 8 . • . r,ly ........... ... \ HeiS> & (0 Herl>erl Smith d :OSw re. H C. W!lcox. 
~s~g ~·ll· gray............. do. Hcrbert ~mith :: d~· it. (> Wilcox. 
1900 n: M: G~~~..... .. ....... go. I A 1IcCouachie.. Gi lman & I o'. ~- :.· ~~qcox;. 
19,11 !"ir ThomasJa~·k;~;~ · HongkoPg &·s)hai llnnt· f: ~· ~h:;;'~Jck ... .. . l ardinc, 1\I&tl.J.eson & Co. n: c: 'V~~~~~· 
1:102 C. S. ~->harp . .. .. . . .. Gibb, Llvingsto ·: & ( 0 ~ . i ' •.;, 'n ar_J~ t...... CJ,lbh, Li•:ingston & Co. R ('.Wilco~: 
!9U3 E. A. Hewett .. . . .... . i 1'. & 0. ~team Nav Co D R. I 0

" ' t .. .. . I· & 0 "team Nav. ( 'o , A It. Lowo 
190~ E A. Hewett.. ...... ... do. . n' ~~· Law ..... . , ... llutterlield & :-;wire. A K J.vwe: 
190·> E. A. Hcwett........... do · .' aw.... ....... . .. do. ,\. lt. Lo,.·e. 
1906 E. A. H~wett ......... . do. A:· ~ · ~~oo~ ....... . G1bb, Lrvtrgston & C'o. 11. a. Lowe 
1907 E . .A. Hewe1t ....... .. do' A. G. w00 

. ...... . do. A. R. I-owa' 
1908 E A. Hewett d · · · . ood.. ...... do. A R L · 
1909 E. A Hewett .. . .. ..... / · A. G. Wood.. . .... do. E. A. ilt~~·.ll' 
1910 E . A: Hewett ::: ::: :::: d~: ~· ~· ~~ · ~m!t~ · Ilongkong .t :-;'ha! Dank. E. A: M Wlll;~~~;: 
1911 E. A. H ewett ........ ... do H K · .' ~11 

• • do. A. R . Lowe A cli ng 
1912 E . A. H cwett, c.•r.c;,, do: N. J e~wt Ieb._ ......... .Jardme, !<fatheso!l & Co K A. M. W.illiallls.' 

· · ., a .......... Hougkong: &::;'hai fl ank E A ' I ""'Ill ~'-· ·- . . ·' . nl aws. r 
I 
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CH AMBER'S REPRESENTATIVES IN LEGISLHIVE COUNCIL. 

Jlnle~f 
El cc 

Firm .. 
How Elected. 

tion. 

1884 

!SSn 

1887 

1888 

18~0 

lW~ 

18~6 

1900 

1000 

1001 

1002 

1002 

1003 

l~U~ 

1:106 

lOOS 

'11 
lOOS 

!912 

10 12 

Thomas Jackson ··•················· · Hongkong & Shanghai Bank ... Elected 2nd January. 
Elected 27t!J April, ~lr.Jack•on 

Alexander P almer MaCE\VCn .. Holliday, Wise & eo............ ... on lea>C . 
Electe<l 17th Scpt.ember, on 

Alexander Pal mer ~facEwen... Do. do retirement of ~lr . J ackson. 
. G'll L 'v'ngst.on & (:o ........ ... . Elected 22nd May. Mr. Mac· 

Bendyshe J,a) ton ..... .... .. .. ... ... 'J !, 1 1 1 Ewen on leave. 
· k fi A &C!J'na Elected 18th September, on 

Thomas Henderson Whitehead Chartered Ban ° · · ' '1 resignation oOl r. MacE wen 
. . j EJected 9th June, :-1 r . White· 

Al exander MacCouac!Jie ......... Gllman & (.o .. ....... ....... ........ .. head on leave. 
I k fi A &China Re-elected 19th :-;eptember, on 

'fbomas Henderson Whitehearl Chartered Ban ° · · I e:<piry of ter m. . 

Il l
ttterfleld & l:lwirc . ..... . ..... ... Elected oOt h April, Mr. Wh1te· 

Herbort Sn1itb ...................... . head on leave. 
· k Elected 18th Ju ne, on resigna· 

John Tburburn ........... ....... .... ~Jprcalltlle llan ..... ........... ..... \ tiou of .ll r H . l'imith 

eh 
.1 r d Bankofl . A.&ehina RetUl'ned fr om leave, 12th 

Thomas Hcnderson Wbitebea<l nr e e July 1901. 
Elected.' 5th J une, ~l r. White· 

l:obert Gordon Shewan .......... Shewan, Tomes & (o. ........... .. head on l ~.ave . 
Elected 3rd October , on expiry 

Rober t Gordon Shewan .......... Do. of term. • 
Elected on 12th Augllst, Mr. 

Henry Eilward Pollock, K .C .... !Jarrioter at. Law...... ..... ......... :>hewan 011 leave. 

T 
s:; eo Returned from leave, 12th 

Robert Gordon Shc~ran ...... .... Shewan, omes ' · ............. .l uly , !904. . 
I , , .. L) " t Na>igntion Co E lected 26\.b Apnl. Mr. 

Edbert Amgar Hewett ............ ~ 1 · '" · " earn ' .,. :-hcwan res1gued . . I :-;tewart nros ....................... ... Elected 17th March , Mr. 
Murray Stewart .. ........ ........... ~ Hewet.t on leave. • 

\ 

, • Navi"ation eo · Returned fr;' m leave, loth 
Edbert Ansgar Hewett ........... . 1 · &. 0 . Steam o' .. I October . 19nS. . 

, St 
11 

N vi ·1tion eo · Re·electetl 25th Apnl, 1~12 , on 
Edbcrt Amgnr Hcwctt., c.M.G .. . , 1 · & 0. ea• a g, 'J c:xpiry of term. 

I ~ rt Bros ....... ................. E lcctei\ ~5th May, 1912. ~J r. 
Murray Stcwnr t .......... .... ....... ~tewa · [ llewctt on leave. 

I -·- -·--
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Ru LER AND HEGULA'IIO NS. 

(CoNFm~mD A'l' THE AxNUAL GE NF.nAL 

~!EETING HELD 19'l'H MAY, 1903.) 

I. The Society shall be styled " The Hongkong Name, 
General Chamber of Commerce." 

II. The objects of the Chamber shall be to watch Ob;eot, 

over and pr otect the gen~ral interests of Commerce, t0 
collect information on all matters of interest to t.l1e 
Mercantile Community, and to use every means within 
its pow811' for t he r emoval of evils, the r edress of griev
ances, and the promotion of the common good ; to 
communicate with A uthor ities and others ther eupon ; 
to form a code of p r actice whereby the transaction of 
business may be simplified n,nd facilitated; to receive 
references, and to arbit.rat,e between disputants--the 
decisions in such references to be recorded for future 
ugo or guidance. 

Ill. All Mercantile F irms, and persons engaged or Merube•·, t..1p 

interested in the trade of Honglcong or China , shall be :~.t:;:~~. 
eligible for admission as Members iu the ma.nner lH•re-
after descr ibed, and on payment of $50 for Firms, and 
$20 for single individuals for the current year of their 
election, and a like annual subscription thereafter, pay. 
able on 1st January. 

I V. Candidate for admission mus.t. be proposed by 
one Member , and seconded by another, and elected at 
the Annual General Meetings by a majority of the votes 
of the Members there present ent.itled to vote . They 
may also be elected by the Committee in the interval 
between such Annual General Meetings, but subject to 
confirmation at the next Annual General Meeting. 

V . Tbe business and funds of the Chamber shall 
Lo managed by the Committee. 

VI . The Committee shall consist of ten Members , M~r.ageJnent 
to be elected at the Annual Meeting of the Chamber, 
aud shall hold Off.ce for one year. Vacancies occurring 
U.uring the year shall be filled up by the Commit.tee. 

The Committee shall enter upon offi~e as soon as 
the Annual Mcet,]ng ha..'l been held., a11d Rhall remain i11 

office until ihri r report ·n,nd accounts have heen acce>ptrd 
~:~.nrl p:1s:1eJ by tbo Chamber and Utrir st:c•ce':lsors a,<.~umr, 
nffieo. . 
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At the first meet ing the new Committee shall elect 
'l. Chairman and Vice-Chairman who ~hall hold oificc 
" h ' ;or t e year. 

VII. In the event of the Representative of the 
C~amhe:r of Commerce in the LegisJa.t.ive Council not 
bemg a member of the Committee, he shall, ex ofl10io, 
have a se•at on the Committee. 

VIII. The Committee shall meet at least.. once a 
month (on such day as may be fixed) fo:r the transact,ion 
of business, and at other times when semmoncd by the 
Chairman, or in his absence by t.l1e Vice-Chairman . 
~he proceedings to be laid on the table for the inspec
llon of members, subject to such r egulations as the 
Committee may consider expedient·. In case of the 
non-attendance of the Chairman and Vice-Chairman, a 
chairman shall be chosen by t.he Members of the Coltl· 
mittee present. 

' IX. At Meetings of t.he Committee, four Members 
r.hall form a quorum, and in case of an equalitY ill 
voting the Chairman shall have a casting vote in ~ddi
tion to his own. 

X . The Committee sball have power to appoint 
Sub-Committees for such purposes as may be deemed 
advisable. 

XI. The Committee shall have power to frame 
By-laws, which shall at. once come. into for,~e, but mu~;t 
be presented for confirmation at the next ensuing 
General Meeting of the Cha!1:bar; and after such coll
firmation, such l3y·laws shall be binding on all Members 
equally with these Rules. 

XII. 'I D.e l'nnds of the Chamber shall be paid into 
one of the Banks under an account to re opened by t.he 
Commit.tee, aml may be inve:>ted in such manner -.is ma.y 
bo considered adsisable. 

XlTI. All chequez shall be signed by the Secretary 
of the Chamber, and countersigned, by the Chairman, 
or Vice-Chairman, or iu their a;bsence by one of the 
Committee. All disbursements shall be sanctioned by 
the Committee at thEir ordinary Meetings. 

An Account., duly audited by tw·o J\f embers oi thP 
Chamber , shall be laid before the A nnual General 
Meoting . 

XIV. A Yearly Report of the proceedings shall 
be prepared, which, after being approved at thP Annual 
Genoral Meeting, shall be printed and circulated. 

[11] 

XV. A paid Secl'ebry shall be appointad by the Secretnr)'. 

Committee, such appointment to be subject to confirma
tion at the next ensuing Annun.l General Meeting. 

XVI. The Annual General Mcetina of the Chambe1 A"'"'"J a uu • >:> ::;pcmal 
shall be held m the month of Febrnary (or as soon Ge11oral 

thereafter as may be convenient) of each year for the Meetings . 

purpose of receiving the Committee's R eport, of examin-
ing and passing the Accounts of the previous year, of 
electing the Committee for the ensuing year, and of 
transacting ge>neral business. 

All important questions affecting the P ort, and it< 
commercial relations with the E mpire of China, or with 
other St.a.tes, may be discussed at the Annual Me-et ings 
or at Special General Meetings .convened for the purpose 
in the manner provided for by Rule 17. 

XVII . The Committee may, whenever they think ~xtraordlllRry 

£ h 11 
. . . d . . . . d t,eneral 

t, or s a upon a reqms1tlon ma e m wnhng s1gne l\Iceti ug•. 

by at least five Members of the Chamber, convene an 
Extraordinury General Meeting of the Chamber . Any 
such reqniRi t.ion shall state the objects of the Meeting 
proposed to be held, and upon receipt of such req t<;di-
tion the Committee ehall forthwith call a,n Extr~.
ordinary Gcnen:.l Meetin~, to be held within ten days 
subsequent to the r eceipt of such r eqHisition . 

XVIII. At lea8t five days' notice, either by AdYE.r
tisement or printed C·ircu1ar, shall be given of eaci1 
Annual or Extraordinary General Meeting, and in the 
case of the laMer the notice shall state the nature of 
the busincs..; for which the Meeting is called. 

XIX. No business shall be transacted at any Quorum 

General Meeting unless there be personally present at 
the time the Meetin~~ proceeds to business t en or mure 
Members. 

XX. Voting htY Proxy, or by Members whose ~nb· Voting. 

5criptions are in arrear, shall not be allowed, nor shaH 
more tha.n one Member of t he same Firm be entiticd to 
vote for such Finr. u1 the same occasion. 

XXI. I n the absence from the Colonv of all tlw 
partners in a Firm, their r l?pre~.enta.tive bv Power of 
Attorney shall be entitled to vote. • 

X?C!I. In case the ccnduct of any Member shall in ExpuJsioll ol 

the opmwn of the Committee be injurious to the char- :.t,·uJber. 

acter or interesttl of the Chamber, the Committee may, 
aner due enquiry, and after opportunity of making his 
def~nce has been afforded to such Member, pass a R cso-
lutwn for the expulsion of such Member from t.he 
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Chamber, and such Resolution shall take effect afler 
it has been communicated to the .Members, and been 
passed at a General Meeting by a majority of not less 
than two-thirds of those present and qualified to vote 
at such Meeting. 

XXIII. The Rules of the Chamber shall not be 
repealed., added to, or alte·red except by a majority of 
Members present at a General Meet ing (called for that 
purpose) and after at least ten d31Ys' notice has been 
g1von of the proposed changes. 

XXIV. The Rules and By-laws shall be printed 
and a copy thereof shall be furnished to every Member. 

[10] 

BY~LAWS. 

(CoNFIRMED A'l' 'l'HE ANN UAl" Gr~NEnAL 

MEETING HELD 19TII MAY, 1903 ) 

I. The Office shall be open daily from noon to onE Ollicc hou r>. 

o'clock p.m., when the Secretary shall be in a.ttendance, 
and ready to communciate with any Member requiring 
information or access to the Records of the Chamber. 

II. The Secretary shall attend all Meet ings (includ. S•crotnrr'• 
ing thoo.e of the Arbitration Committee, if required). JuLie•. 

keep a journa.l of all proceedings, take charg.e of ali 
documents, keep the accounts of the Chamber, collect 
Subscrip tions and obtain Statist ics of Trade, prepare 
Statements of Trade, conduct and keep copies C·f cor
respondence, and attend to ~uch other duties as may be 
required by the Commit.t~<;e . 

Ill. A1l communicat.ions shall be r eceived and Cono'l' " " 'li ug . 

answered through the Chairman, Vice .. Chairmun , or 
Secretary . 

IV. No documents belonging to the Chamber shall D"''""'""'' . . uu1. 1o be 
be removed durmg Ofl'tce hours, nor shall any mmnt.e of ltolllol'cll. 

its proceedings be made public without au order of the 
Committee. 

V. Notice of any proposition or busines~< t<J h· <:""''"'' ., 
brought by Members before the Yearly General Meet.ing ~1 """ "" :-; .,~ , 0,, 
:>kdl be given t<J the Secretary at least five days before 
the Meeting, who, in the circular or adver tisement 
calling such :Meeting, will state the business or proposi-
tion, and by whom to be brought forward . 

VI. In addition to the Subscriotions as provided Jteve ''"" 
f b R 1 III f d f h 

• . oLiotl' tli! ll 
or y u e ., un s or t e reqmremenis of tlte Sll iJs .. · ' •""" ' 

Chamber mar be raised in the following manner :--B ,· 
the sale of statements of t.racle, by fees on Arbit.rat!oit 
aml References, by fees for certified copies r•f t.h·J 
Records and other Documents in the A rchiveR ol tht' 
Chamber, or for Certificates for any Commerc i:t.l 
111atters, by the issue of telegraphic or ot.l~er inform at ic.n 
uf gener;1l inwrPst-, and hy voluntary gifts and con!r;;>•t · 
tiotls either in money, maps, Looks or anythi1 tg wltir~h 
may bo use,ful to t.he Society. 

I I 
~~. ~ ~~~----~~~~~~~--~====-=~~~ .. -~~--------------------------------------~ 
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! 'orresponcllng VII Tl C • h · f and Ar~itrntion . 1e ommtttee s all appomt every year rom 
committee•. their numb2r a Corresponding Committee t{) supervise 

• \ppointment 
of outside 
Arbitrators. 

A rbil rol ion 
i<'('(' S. 

Terms of 
Arbitration 
I 'ollll!litree 
to enforct!. 

f'on~t.rt 1 c: iou 
of By-law•. 

all mat ters connected with the correspondence of the 
Chamber, and an Arbitration Committee to conduct 
and decide cases submitted to the arbitration of the 
Chamber. The funct.ions of the Arbitration Committee 
shall continue so long as any business submitted to them 
during t heir period oi service remains undecided . 

I n cases of dispute relating t o matter s of a technical 
nature the Arbitration Committee may appoint one or 
mo:·e persons other than of their number to examine 
and/or arbitrate in the matter at such fee or fees as the 
Committc.e may decide. 

VIII. Each Member of the Arbitration Committee 
shall be entitled to a F ee of not less t.han $5, and not 
more than $10 for each sitting, and the Chamber to e. 
Fee (in addition) of not less than ~10 , and not more 
tha"' $100, on every case submit.ted t{) the arbitration 
of the Chamber. i'he amount. to be re.gulated by the 
Arbitr ation Committee, according to the importance of 
the cas.a and the time occupied therein, subject to an 
appeal to the Gooeral Committee, whose decision on the 
amount shall be finaL 

IX. The Disputants in an Arbitration case shall 
be held to guarantee the fees joint ly and severally to 
the Chamber . 

X. The Arbitration Committee shall appoint 
its own Chairman and confine its functions to casee 
when iw intervention or advice is r equested, and on 
no occasion shall it proceed with any case unless all the 
p?.rties subscribe a Bond making t.he award a R ule 
0f the Snpreme Cour t. Print.ed forms of such Bonds, 
lr.gally p repared, shall be kept for the infor mation 
•·f Members who may have occasion to resort to the 
Chamber for Arbitrat ion: and the Committee shall 
,,nt arbitrate upon, nor t ake any cognisance of, any 
d isput-e whatever, unle~s one of the parties interest ed 
therein be a Member of the Chamber. 

XI. Jn the event of any question as to the con· 
struction or application of these By-laws, t.he General 
Committee shaH have power to decide the sa1ne, sub. 
mit.t.ing the matter to the next General Meeting of ~he 
Chamber for its final decision, 

l 
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RULES TO REGUIJATE PROCEED1 NG8 
Arr i\IEI~'ITNGS HELD FOR THE 

NOMINATlOK OF HEPRESE~TATIVES 

OF THE CHAJ\IBER IN THE 

LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL. 

(CONF IRMED AT THE AXNUAL G ENERA L 

MEETING HELD 19'l'H MAY, 1903.) 

1. On receipt of a request from the Government to N"tiee of 

nominate a representative of the Chamber in the Legis· Mcet:ng. 

lative Council, a General Meeting of the Members shall 
be called by the Committee, no tice of which shall be 
given by advertisement in the public Press at least five 
days before tJ1e holding of such Meeting. 

2. No~ice in writing of the names of Candidat~s , Propos::I of 

and of the1r proposers and seconders, to be lodged w1th 1 · a:~<ii<Ia·~·· 
the Secretary at least 48 hours before the tin1e appointed 
for ho_lding the General Meeting. 

3. If only one Candidate, the Voting to be by show l'otin«. 

of hands; if more than one Candid11t e, the Voting to be ' 
by Ballot. 

4. In the case of a Ballot, Scrutineers to br:: ap
pointed by the Meeting. 

5. I n the case of a Ballot, a voting paf!er to be 
handed to each Member entitled to vote at~nding the 
Meeting, :md when the Poll k.kes place, the votin~Z 
papers, with the names of the Selected Candidates filled 
in, to be placed in a receptacle (to be indicn.ted by t he 
Chairman o:f t.he Meeting) at the place of Ballot; the 
Se,.n1.ineers (or Secretary/') to register t.he names of the 
Voters as the voting papers are so depceited. 

6. After a Candidate has been proposed and OrJrr or 
seconded, Members may speak to the proposal before the spoecue;. 

M~eting. 

7. When all the Candidates have been proposed and 
secondPd, the Candidates may address the Meeting in 
the order in which their names have been submitted to 
th{) Meeting. 

~ ~. L-~--------------~--~~~--------==~~~~~~--.. .-----~----------------------------~-------------------
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8. T hereafter no further addresses may be made, 
and the Ballot shall take place. 

9. After the Scrutineers have reported in wr iting 
to the Chairman of the Meeting the result of the Ballot, 
the Chairma!l shall declare the same to the Meet ing . 

C•s• or cqunllly O . ,·ote.. 1 . In the case of an equahty of votes between t.he 
Cand idates standing highest in t he Poll, the Ballot as 
between these Candidates shall be held over again at a 
further Meeting to be called on a date to be decided on 
by the General Committee, such date to be not latrr 
~h an ten days after the first Meeting. 

'' 

I 

[11J 
SCALE OF COMMISSIDNS AND BROKERAGES. 
Cldoptcd by the Hongkon.'J GenCI'al Chamber of Comn~erce , 

al ih'' .inmwl General Meeting heltl 19th Jia y. 1903. 

001\IMISSIONS. 

I'urchn~ing or srlling Ten , . . . . . . . . .. .. . ..... . . ..... .. . 2~ per cent. 
" " H~tW ~ilk, . .... . ...... . ... . .. . . . .. ~.~ 
,. Cut-ton, .... ... ... .. .. . .. . . . ... .... 2~ 

,, Opium, ... . . . . . .. . .. .. . ..... .... 2 
:-dl ut her g;ol)cls a.nd pro(luce, . . . . . . 3 
Ships l~llll Landed l'w perty . . . . . . . ;l 

,. , ~tock~ and Shares, . . .. .. .. .... . . .. L 
Inspecting 'f ca , . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .... . 2 

, Si lk, . . . .. . . . . .. .. . .. . .. ... .. . .. ... .. .. . . . . .. I 
Ciuara .1t-eering Sales , . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . ... . ... . i~ 

, Remit tance::;, . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. 1 
Dmwiu;::- or endorsing Bills o[ Excha nge, .. .. .. . ...... . . 1 

" 

" 
" 

" 

" , or negotiating Bills o[ l£xch:wge without recourr;C', 1,2 
l'nrch:tsing or nalising Bullion or Bills o[ Exchange, . . .. . 1,.'2 , 
I~emithng the Proceeds of Bullion or Bills ,1! 1<--:xchange, . . Vl , 
Payi ug and receiving money in Current Account, ... .. . . . 1 

, Ship's Disbursements , . . . . . . . . ... ... ... .. . . . .. 2! 
Collecting Freight, ...... . . . . .. . .. . . .. .. ........ . . .. . 2,} 
Obtai ning Freight or Ch<l.rter, ... . .. ....... . ... .. . ..... 5 

, , , , <tlld collecting same Freight,6 
Adjusting Ill,;nrance Cl<tim~ un Amount R.ecoyered, . .. ... 2 } 
Effecting Insumnce, un the Insured Amount, .. . . ..... . .. ~ 
r roEecuting or def~n<l!ng Stl.~Ce~~ f ull y Claims, eit-her at I [j 

Law or by .ArbJtra tiOn, . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . ..... f 

" ,. 

" ., 
" 
" 

T'roc:ecuting O i' defending unnl! :crssfully, . . .. . . . . . ... .. .. 2~ 
i\Ianaging .Estates and collect ing Rent.;; (on Gross Rcceipts),5 , 
Transhipping or forwarding Jewellery, and Bullion, . .. ... ± , , 
F orwarding or transhipping Cargo, . . ........ . . . . . .. ... 1 , 
Transhipping or forwa rding Opium, . . . . . . . . . . . . . ... . . . $2 per chest. 
<+oods withdrawn or re-shipped, . .. . . . .. .... .... ...... . . ~ % Commission. 
Granting Letters of Credit, . . . . . . .. . . . ... . . ... . .. . . . .. 1 per cent . 
. For ctoing ship's business "'·hen no in\\'ard or outward 20 ccnt.s per 

Commission is e<trncd, . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. .. • Register t on. 
The converi"ion into H ongkong currency of StNling freight inward t o H ong

kong, payable in H ongkong, shall, unless otherwise stipulated, be made 
a.t t he rate for Ba.nk Bills un London payable on dern,mcl; ~ nd t he ra tr 
ruling a t t he clo~e of H mail sl1all be the rate applicable to such purpose 
during the subsequent week. 

BROKERAGES. 

nil! and Bullion, _. .. . ..... .. . . . . .. . .. A per cen t. 
Produce and General Merchandise, ! . , 
Fire Arms, . .. .. ...... ......... .. ...... 1 , , 
F0r negotiating and com plr:ting Charters ( 1 

and procuring Freigllt, ..... . . .. ... I 

For nrgotia tiug sale or purchase of :- 1 
Landed Propert.y, .. . ... . ... ... . ..... · 

" 

~n~·able by Seller. 

" 
hy sh ip. 

~\..;.--~--~----~~~=-~-~~=-~~~~~===-~~~~ .. ----------------------------------------------------~-~ 
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THE STOCKBROKERS' ASSOCIATION OF HONGKON G. 
---0--

TARIFF OF CHARGES. 
To be charged to BUYER and SELLER. 

.B.\XKS-

H ongkong & Sh:mglJai . .. .. $2.00 
lXfiUR,\:\CI::-

Cantml . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .76 
China Fire . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .50 
J~o~1gkung Fire . . . . . . . . . . l .00 
Un10n ·······- - - - . . , . .... 2.00 

LAND & I3t'lLlHXGH-

Jiongk nJ1g Land Investlllent .fiO 
Hum~1hrcys' Estate . _..... .10 
Koll'loon Lrwd IuvPstm<:'nt .. .2.3 
West Point Hnihling .... _ _ .:l5 

HOTELS-

Hongkong Hotel . . . _ ..... . 
S'l't:AMSHIPS-

Rongkong, Canton & :1Incn.o 
C!Jina&.1\Jnniht . . .. . ... . . 
lndo-Chi t,~t, Prderred l 

Do. Defer red J 
noughts Steamship Co . _ . .. 
St.nr Ferry . . . . . . . . . . . _. 

Do . new issne ..... . . 
Union \Vitter Boat Cv . . _ .. . 

l\1IXIXG -

.50 

.50 

.20 
.25 
.15 
.10 

CharbJ!lll~ges .. .. . _ ..... 1.50 
Rau bs .. _ . . __ ... _ .. ... _. .10 

DocKs, "'nARVES & GonmYxs

Hougkong & Wh<tmpo<t Doc.k$0 :3ii 
X ew An)(ly Do cl~ . . . . . . . . . . .l0 
Hongkong & KO\Yhvn Wharf .50 

CoTTO:-< Mrr.r.s-

Hongkong Cottons .10 

HEFIXERIES-

Chiua Sugar . . . . . . __ . . . . . J 0 
Luzon Sugar _ ... _.. . . . . . . . .25 

:ll'rsCELJ,AJS EOUS-

I3e]J'S Asbestos . .. . . . .10 
C.nnpbell, ~· oore & Co. .20 
China-Borneo.. . _ . . . . .10 
China Light & Powc~ .Oi:i 
China l'roddent . __ .. .. .. _ .10 
llai• y Fa rill ... _ _ . . . . . . . . 20 
Green Tsbnd Cements._... . .10 
1-I c·n~kong Electiic .2fi 
Hongl:ong Ice Cu. . . _.... . .70 
Hon gk on g Rope . ... . ... _. .20 
Hongkong Tntlll\l'f1Y . . . . . . . JO 
"'atson & Co ..... __ . ..... .10 
'\\'m. Po\\'ell .. . .. .. _.. .... .10 

-----------~---------~--~--
When tlw prires of Stocks ilnct.tmte, th3 ~bon 'J'•trlff is subject to ulterutiuns "'' 

follows:-

I'rese~t T<Ll'\ff. Stock Va/1te, Brokemge. Stock Value. Brokemge. 

:t'2 .uO At or oyer $900 the Brokerage to be " :J.OO 
I 50 700 2,00 

" 7hcn f~lling mttlcr ;~700, to Le~ 1.5;1 
50C 1.00 

1.00 500 !.50 
~ ~ 1.00 
.50 200 .75 
.35 eo .50 
.25 35 , 3;3 
,20 25 .25 

31·0 . 75 
200 ,50 

GO .:~5 
35 .25 
2o .20 
15 .15 
10 ,111 .15 15 .20 

,10 12.50 ,15 3 • 5 

llrol<erage on Shanghai Stocks to Le ch;ugetl nL the rate o f\!: per Ct'nl. on tmtrket 
"'falue • 

.Y.B.-'fhi~ scale does not a.ppl.r to non-loc~l stock~ , h rok••rugc for whlch will lJe 
a<ljuHted !rom time to tlmo nA e>rca~ion tnl1Y olemanrl. 

By order of tlte Comn>ittct. 
W. G. WVRCEST ER, 

Secretary. 

• V.Jl.-Th!H List Is to come In to fc•rce fl·o:u t.hls dntc nml cancel.,; a.Jl lll'CYious ls~ue~ . 
Hun.u;kong, April 3rd, 1~12. 
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The Stockbrokers' Association of Hongkono. 

T };;.RIFF OF CHARGES 
ON 

RUBBLR STOCJ:\S 

To be Charged to BUYE:R and SELLER. 

-------·-------~~--------

YALUE OF ~STOCK. BrtOKERAGE. 

UuJer 2/- ..... .... ... ..... .. .... ... ..... ......... .... ....... ... ........ . l~cl. 
2:- and over .......... .. ..... ...... .. .................. _ ...... .. .... .. .... 3d. 

20 / - 11 11 ............ ... .. ..... . .. ........ . ........... .. ............. 6d. 
60 / - " " ........... ............. ... ..................... . .... . .... . 9d. 

lOO t- , ................. .. ............ .............. . ............. . 1; -
1 50 i- !! , ........ .. ................ . ........ . . ............... . ........ . l / 6 
200 /- " !! .......... .. . ........ . .......... .. ............................ 2/-
300 /- , " ... .. . ............ .. · .. ........... .... ... .... .... ...... ... .... 2 /6 
400 / - " " ........ . ........... ..................... ............. .. ... ... 3/-

Undet' $2 
$2 a11d 

:uo " 
$30 '' 
$60 '' 

$100 " 
$300 '' 
$600 " 
$700 " 

.. .. . ........................... ... ... .. ...... .. ...... .... .. 5 cents. 
oYer .............. . .... .. .. ....... .... ............ ...... . ..... 10 ,. 

" ..... .. .......... .... ................... .... ................ 25 " 
" ... .. ..................... ............ ... ................... 40 " 
" ... ...................... .. ........... .................. ... . 50 " 
" ............... ... ... ...... ... ..... ...... .................. 75 " 
" .... .. ................................... ....... ............ $1.00 
, , ......... ..... .. ... ....... ... ............ ..... ... ... ...... $2.00 
" ... ... ............ ..... ...... .. ................... . ....... $3.00 

By order of the Committee. 

\V. G. WORCESTER, 

Hon. Sec1·eta1·y. 

.N.B .- This List is to come into force from this date and cancels all previous issues. 

Hongkong, 3rd April, 1912 . 

---------------------- ------------·----
[1'he above Tariff is publi•hod for general information, bnt is not sanctioned by tho Chamber 

of Commerce.l 
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JliNUtEB o( //1(' Yeurly Gcncm! j'v[el'/iii!J ' if the IJoNUKONi } 
GJ.!;NEI~AL CHAJ'vll3EK. OF COMMElWE, !tdrl in f/lc uitl U lL\M Hl~l{ 
OF COMMERCE ROOM, ClTY HALL, un Monday, tlte :.l!Jfh Jl'eh., 
J.CJJJ, at 4 p .111 .. for till! purpose <~f receirill(f tile reJ.JOrl (!l t!tt' 
Committee awl pussing t!te Seaeto r!f's Accounts for f he yeu r 
ending 31st December, 1911. 

Present:-

Hon. Mr. E. A. Hewett, C.M.G. (Chair man), Mesca·s . G. H. 
Medhurst (Vice-Chairman), F. H. Armstrong, J. W. C. Bonna1·, 
G . T. Edkins, Hon. Mr. C. H. Ross, Messrs. E. Shellim, N. J. 8 Lnhh 
(Committee), E. A. M. Williams (Secretary), A. Forbe", T. F. Hough. 
Wm. Dickson, Hedley G. \Vhite, A. D. Barretto, Vf. A. Dowley, 
L . Berindoague, D. Macdonald, Wong Leung Him, C. Bond, K. M. 
Cmnming, William D. Jupp, F. C. Macclonald. M. 8tewart, R. 
Fnhrmann. 

The Secretary roe1d the notice convening the meeting. 

The Minutef< of the Ja:;t annual meeting were confirmed. 

The Chairman (Mr. Hewett) said:-

Gentlemen,-The report and accounts having heen in your 
hands for some days, I will with your permi!3sion take them as read. 

Before proposing their adoption, I will as usual mak e> a few 
remarks on the more important matters v,rhich have received t h<" 
attention of the Committee during the past twelve month::::. 

The first question in the repor1. is concerned with signalling ~o 
vessels which have taken refuge behind Stone Cutters' Island or 111 

.Junk Bay. The matter was brought forward b~ a nu~ber o~ the 
Commanders of local steamers, and thanks to tne actiOn of the 
Government and the courtesy of H.E. The General Officer Com
manding and the General Manager of the Standard Oil Company, 
arrangements have now been m:1de to signal the late>:t storm warn-
ings to th e vessels. 

Another question relating to Lhe signalling which ha~ c.ngaged 
our attent ion was the advisability or otherwise of t•etammg the 
Red sirrnals. After considerable discussion, it has however been 
decided"' to continue their use, at all events, until the promised ancl 
much looked for wirel<:Jss :-tation has been erected on Pratas Island. 

You will notice that the serious inconvenience, and in som0 
case:-< actual loss, entailed on importers through the disastrou:-; 
strikes of dock labourers and others which .occurred last year in 
G reat Britain ha:-; been eonsiclered hy the Committee who, howover. 
were of opinion that this was a mat~er ':rhich. could hette~· h0 dealt 
with hy the impo rting firm. commumc.atmg rlt.rect wJt,h h~'-' huy~rs, 
rather than a~ suggested by a joint circular from all the llnporhng-

houses. 

• 
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A very important point h as been raised, viz: as to whether a 
Mate's Receipt could be considered a ne!<otiable document. The 
Committee, without pretending to be able to give an authorita
tive decision on the subject, consider that under ordinary cil·cum
stan ces such a receipt is not necessarily a proof of ownership and 
could not be considered as a negotiable document, unless the hol(ler 
cou ld show he had secured the receipt in exchange for value 
received. • 

The opium question was very fully dealt with in 01n l9st 
report and, as you will have soen, correspondPnce on thA S\'biPct 
up to ¥ay of last year was r111blished in that repor+. ./1 s stAted in 
my last annual address, the Oommi.tteA considered it ar1vieable n.ot 
to lay the correspondence before the Members ·until matters had 
been finally adjusted. 

In June, however, as you will see on reference to Olll' presPnt 
report, the matter was again brong;ht forward, as ·tPe 0flntr.n 
Authorities were proposfnrr to aclopt another system by whieh 
they h oped to increase their revemlEI at the expense of the trade 
and, as usual, in defiance of treaty obligations. 

The disturbance which shortly hroke out resulting- in a chanP.'e 
in the personnel of the provincial Government has left the mattei' 
in abeyance. 

The possibility of disinfecting vessels and lighters by a 
Clayton machine has again been raised by the Government, but , 
as you will notice, the Committee aclhere to the vi6w expressed 
some years ago by their predecessors that the proposals put 
forward are impracticable. , 

The erection of a light on Kapsing Islancl which h as for so 
many years been demanded by th ose interestecl in the river trade 
is, we hope, shortly to be completed, the apparatus for the light 
having already arrived in the Colony. 

With regard to the new Comranies Ordinance, the Committee 
have made su~f!estioPs to the Govt=>rPment with a view to the 
amendment of the ordinance on certain n:nticulars, chief 8mong 
which was that the books of Chinese Joint Stock Companies should 
be kept in English. 

The difficulty of a f111l examina tion of books kept in Chh ePe 
was pointed out to the Government who, however, were disinclined 
to accept the suggestion. 

The Committee tren propos3d that at least the Statutory books 
and the Cash Book should be in English, and it would then be 
possible in the case of a winding up to trace the receipts and 
eYpenditure OJ!. Capital Account and to work up a rough estimate 
of the trading. 

~~~--------------==~~----~~~-------=~==~~~:~~~~ .... ----------------------------------------------------------. 
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The mattel' is still the subject of coaespondence with the 
Government. 

The necessity for a properly drawn up form. of bond for use in 
arbitrations was referred to in my last annual address. This 
matter has now been dealt w ith, a form of bond having been drawn 
up by t he Chambers' Solicitors which has been brought into use. . 

The Membership of the Chamber shows a considerable number 
of changes, the total however being 145 as against 143 last year. 

I have how dealt with all the more important questions set 
forth in our report. There are a few more m atters which I should 
like to touch on. 

You will no doubt rememher something appeared in the local 
press recently as to the necessity for dredging in the h arbour. 

In the ouinion of the Comm ittee there is at the moment no 
such necessi ty particularly bearing in mind th e heavy cost which 
even partial dredging would involve . 

W ith the opening of the Panama Canal we will no do~bt see 
very great changes in the shipping t rade to the East, but 1t does 
not follow that the draught of vessels calling at Hongkong will be 
very materially increased. 

The matter will require watching, and should it be seen that 
vess els are deterred from calling at H ongkong through want of 
sufficient depth of water in the anchorage, a new survey will have 
t) be ma.de and a comprehensive scheme for dredging .drawn u~. 
This, I ne od h ardly add, would b,EJl. a most costly enterpn;;e, but If 
foun rl necessary will have to be under taken r ather than H.ongkong 
should risk a loss of that trade by which alone she can exist. 

Although nothim; appears in our report on the important sub
ject of the erection of a w ireless station, it must not be supposed 
the question h as been n eglected. 

We un.derstand that while the Naval Authorities contemplate 
erectins- their own station, steps are also being taken to set up a 
lower p::>wer station for commercial purp::>ses. 

This mq,y n')t he quite so powerful as the station asked for, but 
it is possible that it will p1·::>ve suffic1ent for our needs. The matter 
is now u nder c::>nsiderat ion and at the moment I am un able to say 
anything fur ther, but the G overnment will be asked to give publi
city to the proposed scheme at the earliest possible date. 

You will r ecollect that last year reference was made to the 
publication of a business directory for Hongkong. The material has 
now been collected and we u ndersta nd has been passed on to the 
Board of Trade by the H ongkong G overnment. 

.. 

The Committee of the Chamber has recently been approached 
by the Special r)ommissioner of "The Financial News," who is r).ow 
in the Far East, as to the publication of a special section dealing 
with the financial, commercial and industrial development of 
Hongkong. This well-known paper has already issued similar 
editions dealing with India, Australia, Canada and other places, 
and as the Committee believe the publication of the proposed 
edition cannot but prove of great bane:fit to this Colony, they would 
ask the Members to be good enough to consider the proposals of 
Mr. Maitland, the special Commissioner, should that gentleman 
call on them. 

Since our last meeting, very great and startling c.hanges have 
taken place in the Empire of China, resulting in a new form of 
Government, and we trust what will shortly prove to be a more 
enlightened, progressive and civilized form of government than the 
old order which has so suddenly been swept away. 

It is so recently when most, if not all of us, were listening to 
an able address from our friend the Vice-Chair man dealing with 
the present situation in China, and giving so far as it was possible 
some forecast of what these changes may bring forth, that I feel it 
would be a work of supererogation, even if I could find it possible 
to attempt any such forecast or to add to what h e has already said. 

We are I t hink all agreed that we have a s yet hardly done 
more than scratch the trade of China. With a reformed and 
enlightened Government, able to control and fittingly direct the 
forces under them, we should see an enormous increase in the 
foreign trade of the Empire which would so greatly benefit all c on
cerned, and more particularly the industrious sober-minded people 
of that great country. 

We can only trust that the work of settling the country and of 
bringing in a reformed government will be promptly and efficiently 
carried out, and that under the new regime we will no longer have 
to complain of the constant breaches of treaty and acts of bad faith 
towards the Treaty Po.wers of wh ich the Chinese Government h ave 
for so many years been guilty. 

Although many changes have taken place, and a re taking 
place, I am afraid my address to you has been rather fragmentary. 
I have only one other word to add. 

Several changes have taken place in our Committee during 
the past year. Amongst others we have lost the services of our 
Vice-President, Mr. Keswick, who represents an old firm in the 
Colony. I am sure you all, as I do, regret deeply his departure 
from the F ar East, and wish that he were with us st ill. He was 
doing as good work, if n ot better, than he is doing at home. The 
only other change contemplated in the future is the departure of 
our present Vice-President, ·who h as been a member of our Uom
mittee for several years, and, as we all know, has taken a very 
prominent part, particularly of late, in the business life of the 

l 
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Colony. I am sure you all sincerely regret, as I do, his 
termination with the Far East. With these words, gentlemen, I 
wish to propose the adoption of the Report and Accounts. 

Mr. DICKSON-Gentlemen,-I rise with much pleasure to 
second the adoption of the report and accounts just submitted by 
our Chairman. In doing so I am thankful to say it does not 
devolve upon me to pass in review order the many and varied 
themes dealt with by the Committee during the year: that our 
interests are in reliable and capable hands is obvious, and any en
largement upon the very interesting speech we have jmt listened 
to would be manifestly out of place. I need hardly r emind you of 
the trying and critical times our ancient neighbour has passed 
through in the last few months. There are still many rapids to 
be negotiated and matters of vital importance to this Colony are 
bound to arise, but as our Chairman has remarked we look hope
ful ly to the future. One thing is obvious: that our Committee 
has the interests of the Chamber, and, through it, the Colony a t 
heart; that a watchful eye is being maintained and that our 
interests m ay with perfect confidence be entrusted to its vigilance. 
Before sitting down I would venture to rem ind you that the 
position of Chairman is no sinecure and that we are fortunate in 
the possession of one who is able and willing to place his services 
and wide experience so freely at our disposal, and I am quite sure 
it is the wish of every member that our deep sense of obligation 
to the Chairman, Committee and Secretary should be placed on 
record. (Applause). Gentlemen, I have much pleasure in second
ing the adoption of the Report and Accounts as presented. 

The motion was carried nem con. 

Mr. HOUGH-I think we cannot do better than mark our appre
ciation of the able manner in which our interests have been guard
ed during the past year than by re-electing the committee as it 
stands. The committee consists of Hon. Mr. E. A. Hewett, C.M.G., 
Mr. G. H. Medhurst, Mr. F. H. Armstrong, Mr. J. W. C. Bonnar, 
Mr. G. T. Edkins, Mr. G. F r iesland, Hon. Mr. C. H. Ross, Mr. H. A. 
Siebs, Mr. E. Shellim, and Mr. N. J. Stabb: They are gentlemen · 
representing leading firms, men of ripe experience. If in order 
I propose that the committee be re-elected en bloc. 

Mr. BOLLES seeopded, and the motion was agreed to. 

On the motion of the CHAIRMAN, seconded by Mr. MEDHURST, 
th e following firms were elected members of the Chamber :-Messrs. 
Arculli Bros., Messrs. Carl Bodiker & Co., Messrs. Garner Quelch 
& Co., Messrs. TheN estle's & Anglo-Swiss Milk Co., London, Messrs. 
Moxon & Taylor, and Messrs. Thomas Cook & Sons. 

The CHAIRMAN-Gentlemen, that concludes the business. 
I have to thank you on behalf of the Committee for the honour you 
have done us in re-electing us as a mark of appreciation for what 
we may have done during the year. 

l 
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Report of the General Committee ot' the Ho~GKONG G ENEHAL 

CHAMB ER Ol!' r.o~IMtmCE, for the Year ending 3.1st December 
.19 11, presenter/ to tho ,1{qmiJPrs nt the AnrJ1Jnl Mef!tin!!. 
held iu the City H:o~ll, on Tlmlsd;?-y, t be 29th F ebttl<ll:r, Z!J7 :?. 

Among the questions of interest dealt with by your Committee 
: ~r:ng the !' ast year, were the following:-

DISPLAYING OF 'fHE LOCAL RTORM SIGNALS I'N KOWLOO~ 
BAY. 

The Chamber was e.pproa·ched by Masters of ve8sels C-ln:r;:;laining of 
b e disadvantage v. hich they suffer when in shelter in Junk Bay. K ow
locn Bay, and behind Et:·n~c::ttter's Isbnd, irom the lack of s.::ie;Jtilic 
in~~rmation regarding storms. 

In sup porh, your Committee sugQ,"ested to Government that the forts 
in the v~c-nit.y should be suppli2d with the necessary information so t.hat 
tl:ey could furnish ships " speaking· " them. 

The Chamber'!! letter was sympathetically considered by the 
Authorities who have arrang;ed to h::.ve day signals displayed on the 
Flag Staff mar the Field Ofl1cer's quarters at Lyeemun, an ri hv the 
courwsy of the Stand::.rd 0 '.1 C o., on the:r mast r.t T~ai-Chi-Kok. 
(..\prJendix W.) 

BOARDING OF I NCOMING STE AMERS BY Cl.iiNESE. 
The Chamber, upon being appr oached hy se,·eral of the princin?.l 

Agents of the Colony, with 1 ef.;-:.mce to the dangerous practice by Ch:
nese Boarding House rumhll"S cf meeting, obstruct:ng and boa~di;1g 
steamers carrying Coolie passengers outside the limits of the H 3.1•b;ur, 
p:·esented the case to Government. 

)'our Committee held that the penalty for this illegal a~tion was too 
light and no deterrent. Yom Commitee sugge~ted special legislation to 
~>mpower the Magist rate to inflict heavif'r punishment. After correspon
flence had passed a Sub-Committee ''' aS appointed to consider pomts 
mised by Government and their report was fOrwarded to the Colonial 
8o('l'et~ry. (Appendix 0.) 

~ED SIGNALS USED IN THE LO OAL SYSTEM OF STORl\1 

WAmH~GS. 

(Jovernment forwarded for the opinion of your Committee 
copies of minutes by tl1e Director of Observatory, the Registrar General 
and the Ha:·bour Master, re!ative to a snggestion by th~ latter that 
the ' 'red symbols" by day and the "thrM g;rern lights " by nip.;ht were 
rlet:·iment a l i·o Shippin~ and use!P.ss to the port. 'l'bf' Chamber sup
p!rtcd CommandM' l3eckwith and suggested that the in torrnRtion •:on
vPy r· d by th~se signals could be disserninnterl hy a sne~ml Circular t.o 
t he cc·st of which the !-·ubib would ~~~hscribe, i f d~s;rf'd by Government. 

The Government haYe now d<Jcided to retain these signals pendin~ 
thr. erectivi1 of a ·.vit·elc£.s stnti.;n in :hn l.'raU1s Ts1ands. (Appendix A.) 

L~~~--~-~--~-=~~~~~~~==~~==--~~~ .... ------.------------------------------------------, 
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PUBLIC AND BANK HOLIDAYS. 
Correspunden(;e has passed between Government and the Chamber 

\i ii.h 11 v~ew to ti1e wore equitable distribnbm of holid11ys (Appendix 
B.) 

SMUGQL,I~G OF SALT INTO CANTON. 
At the r equest of the Hongkong, C~tnton and Macao Steamboat 

Co., Ltd. , and the Ch1na Kavig·ation Co., Lt d., your Uommittee 
ap_;,roached Govern·nent Ylith the obje ·:t of obtaining Sp::cial Leg12la
t'.on for the prevention of Snlt Smug~ling inf.O Canton. Governm,~nt's 
view was that in t'1e absence of trra•y obligations, the matter was one 
which mnst be d'Jalt with by the Ai.1t ;1orities at the port oi dostinahon. 
(App end~x C.) 

EF l<'ii:CT OF HOME STRI KES ON DELIVERY OF GOODS l N 
HONGKONG. 

. A suggestion emanated from 1viessrs. Bradley and Co., t.hat a joint 
C1rcFlar be s -- nt to the various Chinese Dealers by European Importing 
Ho:12es, r:.otifyi :Jg them of the delay in deEvery cau~ed by H ome strikes. 

Your Co'Umittee considered that the mattt>r could be bette.r dealt 
with by individual representation. (i\J:;tJendix D.) 

P lWPOSED NEW GENERAL CUSTOMS TARIFF OF THJ£ . 
NETH ERLANDS. 

A t1•a.nsact ion of the p roposed P.cw Geirer::>.l Customs Tariff of the 
Neth~rlands was courtecusly forwarded by Government. 

You.:· Committee had no corn ~~ent to ma~~e there on. (Appendix 
I ) 

PROOLAMATION BY THE CO:M:iviONWE'ALTH OF AUSTRAL!:\ 
UNDER THE QUA.RANTINE AND ClTSTOMS ACT. 

Mr. J. B. Sutor, Commcr~ial Commissioner in the East for the 
Gov:>rnment of New South Wales, J.·i::3ly fo~·,~·;:trdcd for thr i.nfonn2.t:on 
of the Chamber copies of two important Proclnmations by the Com
mc·nweQJ.th, relative to re5trictions oa the im11o;·btion of pobt0es into 
Austr.? li.a and 1he pr,,hihi t:.on oi the i.mpo;·tntinn vf Uoorls packed 
in b.?,:rs or sacks whos~ cmot2nts rxce3cl l'wo hnndre.-1. pNmds in weight. 
and which, in regard t o unshipment, must ne::!c,lso.:·i]y he c.~.rried on the 
backs of the per sons employed ip hr! ndling t!l.a s:.-:me. (A')pencEx J .) 

CONTINUOUS GERTIFIC},TE OF DISCHARGE TU CHIXE~E 
SEAME~. 

The views of the Chambe1· on new regubtiu;1s m;Hle m r elation to 
th., engagoment and discharge of Seamen were in.-itcd by Gov<;nl!nent. 

Your Committee approved of the enactment as they understood 
lhe regulations wer e not intended t o i!.prly to Chinese Seamen on China 
Cu:tst articles . (Appendix K.) 

CONVE~'TIONS RESPJ:CTI~G "C'OLLUW.:\S ' AND 
·· S~\LV,HJE i\.'1' icE~\..'' 

¥our Committee, at the im·ita.tion of G0vermuent, consid6rad two 

[ 29 l 
1r!tarnational Maritime Conventions which had for t>he1r objects the 
uni£1cation of certain r ules of llLW with respect to " Salvage and assis
tam·e at Sea" a.nd to " l Jollisions." (Appendix I:,.) 

"MATE'S " RECEIPT. 

Yo11 r Committf·e were nsked by Messrs. J ardine Matbeson and Co., 
Ltd., whether a Mate's Receipt could be considered a n()gotiD.ble docu
ment, and replie•l that, in the:r opinion, it couJ.d 1.ot. (Appendix M.) 

I MPERIAL PRF.F ERENTIAL TA RIFF. 

Th~ U oited P lanters' A sRociation of Southern I ndia r onrt.eoudy 
f·u r.,..·•uded a copy of a Rew lution pa,:sed at the Annual General Meet
ing of the Ass ::>ciation, approvin~ d the idea of a Preferential Tari~ 
th ~·oughout the Empire. (AppendixN.) 

THE OPIUM QUE'STIO~. 

Corresponde;Jce was received rebti•·e to thf'J wrongful restridiont 
rlaced upon th~ Opitcm trade in Fo·". chow. Cons .derai·le corres!)ondencc 
,,·ith reg·a.rd to the old difficulties in Canton passed betweeu' Messrs. 
D avid S:.tssoon and Co., Ltd., Me!:!Rrs. E. D. Sassoon :1nd Co., and t.he 
Colonial 8ecrdary, and was krwarded to the Chamber for information. 
Uonespondence :::.!so took pbce i.n rn•-w•rt;on with ti-Je nrohibition of 
entry into Ch'.na of Pcrsinn and 'l'U!'ki~:h Opium . . (Appendix 1'. 

CL.\.YTONNISING OF Sl1JP S AND 'IR !1.NSFERE~CE OF GOODS 
BY RAT-FREE LIGHTERS. 

The views bf the Chamber on the subject of requiring transferA.nce 
of Gc.od<~ t o b, rrade J:.y rat-free lighters to meet the n••.Flli'I:'Ir.ent d lhe 
P hilippines :>.nd Netherlands-India Govo·nment~ "'el'C l'El'{U31'TE'd by c;.nv
ernment. Your Committee replied that in their opinion the proposal 
was quite unworkable, as the lighters in use in i he Cohny v:ere ;'or the 
m est rart. Chinese C:J.r go boats. w hie'1 were constanily alon~~ide iettiefl, 
r;ver and ron.gting ste:1.mers, and oih('r cmft., receiving and dischar gJDp.; 
g oods. (Appendix l.:l.) -

LIGHT ON E:APSING ISLA~D. 

'l'he Light on Ka~sin~ Island, for whicJ. your Committee has long 
agitated, is now being erected by Govcrnm ;:mt. (Append:x '1'.) 

ONE BOTTOM LAW. 

A copy of an interesting .Jespatch by H. I3. l\1. Consul General CLt 
Ma nila to Sir E. Grey, un ihe sabject of the wo1rking of the One 
Bottom Law in t ile Phili~Jpines, was <:ourteously forwarded by Govern 
ment for t.he informatim1 of the Chaml::-er. (Appendix U.) 

JlTRY SERVICE. 
~our Committee ·was a-pproached by the Agent of the Comp11gnie 

deg Messageries 1Luitime with a view to obtaining the support of the 
Cha,mbtlr in his request to the Chief J ustice, that his f;hipping Clerk !::~ 
exempted from Jury Service on account o~ his dutiea. 
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The Chief J ustice, in a lette r to the Chairman of tlie Chamber ettg• 
gested that the Charaber should petition Government in the interest~ 
of the commercial community, and seek to obtain an order in Council 
giving the Chier Justice authority to ex~mpt on good cause shevm. 

Your Committee consirlereci it t1ntlesirable to make any change in 
the exist:ng · procedure. (Appendix Y.) 

LECTURES ON THE RESOURCE'S OF rr-m PEILIPPINES. 

'l' '1 e Cf'a'lll~ er wros no+.i5ed that a serif'!:' of L(' f'tnn.~ on the Rz:.onrces 
o !! the P · ;iliYine~ ,,-ould be '2'iVE''1 tv n •.. p,w] C. FrE>,..r. Ui'rectnr of t he 
Rnre.~.·t of 80if'r-~e. :> nd b;.:> Staff at M.o.nila. and rleleg:ttes from your 
C'hambe:· were kindly invited to attend. (Appendix Y.) 

LOSSES SUSTAINED BY LOCAL FIRM 7'HROU.tH THE 

CHJ NESE REVOLUTDN. 

l\i'essrs. A. 8. ¥1atson :ond Co., Ltd., 1-oaving sust11.ined losses at 
Harko" ?,nd Ch!ng'wn« d-, .. ;n,o· i ll~ J?,r·vobt.:,m. fon\·aJ•r1<lrl n. Rtnt~mP.nt 

nf iJ1P.ir losses t o the Colonial Se~r('.tary, and a copy thereof to the 
Ulc11~mber. 

y,~nr ("O-'Y'mitt"e SH'!f"~s+.ed t h nt t!Jo rlfl.ir'1 ~Jion!d be made through 
H. M's. Minister at Peking . (Append:x Al.) 

QU!:!:STION OF SUGGESTED RESEMBIJANU~~ BET\VEEN '1.''\VO 

TRADE M.c\RKS. 

T:1e Ch:1mher's :l,ssistance ·was invoked by the Registrar of Trado 
~/ arb in rcnn ~rt.; ,,n with a. di~pute fiS to a suggested r esemblance 
'oetv..-een two trade marks. 

A Sub-Committee was a::mointecl to udvis!>. tb~ Re~igtrar and the!!' 
rr·port was e·•entually forwarded to him. (Appendix A2.) 

KEW OOMP ANIES' ORDINANCE. 

D e ;:>re~~ntati"lns were rn:1.de to Y"llr Oommitt:ee r eg!-1.rdir.g the great 
n<"' ~' 0 ~<ity oLtnininr: ~'0r the h'\tter control of Joint St.ock Companies of 
wholly or practically wholly Chinese or E urasian Membership. 

Your Committee addre~sed the Govei'nment fully on the subject, 
>tnd mnde savE>rv.I n.ggestions which ::ue at the moment receiving atten
t ion . (Appendix A3.) 

DO::.l'D FOR USE I~ ARBITRATION. 

·l'he form of Bond a.do;.ted by your Committee for use in Arbitl'a· 
tiom referred to the Chamber is included in this report. 

It should be ; o'nted ollt that the 8a,ooo. mentioned therein does not 
''<>quire to be dPnosi~P.c!.-It be.;:orues payal;le only upon a breach ot the 
Bond. (Appendix A5.) 

- ·bb .. J 
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:;\IEL\1 BERSHIP. 

During the j eaj' un:_ler review, T be National Bauk of China, 
Lim1ted, and the Hongkong and China Shoe Factory, L.mited, went 
into Liquidation, and Messrs. Dady Bmjor n.nd Co., went into bank
ruptcy. 'f he firm of Messrs. E. S. Kadoorie and Go. was dissolved , and 
Tile Oriental Br~·wery Co., Ltd. , resigned. 

Mes~rs Schuldt and Co's. business wa.s taken over by Messrs. Car! 
Podiker and Co., and the firw o .' 1\le~srs. Tiohih;ek and R e1s was acquir
ed l.ly Me8SI'S. Bume and Reif. 

'l'ne Committee desire to place on record their great regret at the 
dea th of Sir H or musjee Mody, whose Mt>m'fwrship of the c:iw,mber dated 
back to t.he year 1893. 

Mr . Ferd. Bornemann has been placed on the list ot firms, whilst 
Messrs. I cruon and Bmyth ha~< beeu pl;~:·t• d on t.he list of individual 
Members, in the name of Mr. Fru.nk Smyttl. 

Durmg the year, and since the lst January, 1912, the tollowing firms 
WGre ele·:ted Members, and t-heir eleetion requires tne usual eonfirma· 
Lon at lhe Annu:d A\ i ,•ct.ing. 

Messrs. Areulli Bros. 

Messrs. Oar! Bodiker and Uo. 

Messrs. The N estle's Anglo Swis3 Milk Co. , London. 

Messrs. MoxCtn and Taylor. 

Messrs. Thomas Cook and Sor..~. 

Messrs. Garner Quelch and Oo. 

l '.ue number of Members on !Jhe roll stands to-day at 145, con8isting 
of 1~6 .finus, and 19 individual Members. 

COMMiTTEE. 

lJurmg the year .I'ilessrs. Henry Ke;nvick and W. Logan. rFosigncd, 
their vacancies being filled by H on. Mr. C. H. Hoss, and ll'lr. E. Shellim. 
Early in the spring, Mr. J . W. U. Bonnar left the Colony on home 
leave, his place being taken by Mr. (). G. Mackie. Mr. l lonnar has 
rej oined the Committee since his return t o the Colony . 

The Hon. Mr. E. A. Hewett, C.~i.G. , Messrs. G. H. Medhurst, 
F. H . Armstrong, G. l<'riesland, H. W. Hobertson, H. A. Siebs, and 
N. J. Stabb, served throughout the ~ear. 

FI N'ANUES. 
£our Committee are ple;J.sed to be able to repor t that., nutwith

~;ta.uding increased .Expenditure inRent and Oos·t of Printing Annual 
Repor t, the AccountR show a Surplus of $519.01. 



DR. lnc001e and Expenditure Account for the Year ended 31st December, 1911-

To Rent~-Office a~:~~:e:1:o~:E · .. .. .... .. . ... ... .. ... .. . .1 J ,5:.1.6~ I 
i:iecretary s f:ialary .................... ... .. ............ .. ... 1 :J,OOl.UO 
Clerk's t'alar,v .. .. .. ...... ... .... .. .... .. .. .... ... .... .. .. .. .. J ,::oo.uo 

, oorvant.' Wages ....... .............. .. .... .............. ... 291 00 
Audit Fees ................................................. ( .'ili.OO 

, Market Report-Cost of Public;~tion .. ... .... ........ ~----. 
, Annual Report 1910-Cost over E stimate ... ... .. ... 110.00 
, Annual Report 19ll-Agreed Cost ............... ...... 1 640.00 

, Fees Paid to Surveyors ........... . 
,. Books and Newspaperd ................................... . 
, Printing, Advertising and ~tationery ... ........... .. .. 
,. Postages and Pet ties ....... ..... .. . 
, Telegrams .. .... ...... .. .. ...... .. 
, Legal Expenses ............. . ........ .. .. . ............... . 
, Dt>preci:ction of Furniture :-2<:0 j 0 on $G'i5.72 ... .. . 
,, Had Debt; Written oft':-

Market Report ................. . ................. ...... , 10.79 
Annual Repor t liook ~ale.; .. . .. .. .. .. . . .. .. . .. .. .. 6 00 

, BALANCF.-SURPLUS OF JKC0~1E OVER E X PEN
DITUBE TftANSl•'I>RRr:D TO BALANCE 8HEJ·:T ... 

$ 

6,10tJ.67 
689.66 

750.00 
2,36!i.OO 

180.71 
:302.95 
:360.01 
81.60 
71.00 

135.14 

16.79 

Jl,Oo3.53 

519.01 

$1~58;~41 

INCOME. 

By Members' Subscriptions:-
127 Firms nt $ 'io.OO ......... ......... ..... . ........ . 

19 Individuals at $20.00 .. .. .. 

" 

,, Jll iscellaneou' Receipts ......... 

Balance Sheet at 31st December, 1911. 

·- !" ll 

LIABILITIES. 

SUNDRY CREDITORS ................. ...... . ......... ....... .. 
PINNACLE HocK F uND:-

At Hlst December. IHIO ............. .... . .. ... .... ... .. 
ADD Interest on 7 Hongkong 11 otel 6 ° I 0 

Debentures ............ ... ... . . ... .. . ... .... . 
Iotere~t on Hongkong and Shanghai !lank 

Current Account ... ... ........ .. .. ........... . 
Interest on Fixed Deposit of $ 1,800 at 

4~% p.a . .. ........ .. .... ......... ... .. ... .... .. 
Interest on Fixed Deposit of $700 at 4~,"/" 

p a. 4th February to 31st December, 
1911 ......... .. .. .. . ... .. ......... ... .... .. ..... . 

HoNGKONG ANn SHANG:HAI BANK:-
Cash overdrawn on Current Account ...... ....... .. 

REfn;RVE Accous-r:-
At :HAt December, 1910 .............. .................. . 
Ann Snrpln• of Income over Expenditure-A,; 

per St:ltemcnt ................................. .. .. .. 

I 

$ 

6,107.77 

210.00 

1.22 

81.00 

24.48 

15,3t\6.95 

519 01 

$ 
1,248.4i 

6,4:24.47 

494.78 

15,SB5.96 1 

I 

24,053.68 

I 

ASSETS. 

PINNACLE RocK FuNn:-
7 Hongkong Hotel Debentures .......... ............. . 
Hongkong and :-hanghai Bank- Fixed Deposit 

at 4~ 010 p.a . ........................ ............. .. . .. 

Honl~~~To a;~. ~~1-~~~~~~ -~~~~?urrent Account 

FuRNITCRFS, F l 'T'TINGS, ETC :-
At 31st December , 1910 ... ... . 
Additions during the year ... .. ....................... .. 

LESS Depreciation at 20 c I 0 p.a .... .......... ......... .. 

SUNDRY DEBTORS:-

E. A . M . WJLLIAM S, 
Sec1·eta,.y. 

$ 

6,350.00 
420.00 

480.00 
480.00 

61.99 

$ 

3,500.00 

2,500.00 

424.47 

657.72) 
18.00 

675.72 
1:15.14 

W e hal'e compared the above Statement with the Tiuoks, Vouchers :md ~ecurities, and find the same to be in accordance~ therewith. 

R. C. EDW ARDS, l Audit01·s. 
F. SMYTH, I 

Uongkong, 22nd January, 191 2. 

CR . 

$ 

6,770.00 
852.33 

2,859.00 
1.50 

1,021.99 
77.72 

$11,582.51 

$ 

6,424.47 

16,000.00 

540.58 

1,088.63 

24,053.68 
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RED SIGNALS USED I N THE L OCAL SYSi'EM_ OF 

STORM WARNINGS. 

Colonial Secretary's Ofii.ce, Hongkong, 

15th November, 1911. 

Sir,-I am directed to forward for the consideration of your Committee 
copy of minutes by the Director of Observatory dated the 21st September, 
1910 and the 6th ultimo, by t.he R egistrar General dated the 21st ult1mo, 
and by the Harbour Master dated the 25th ultimo. 

2. Commander Beckwith has expressed the opinion that the local 
"red symbols" by day and the "green lights" by night as a typhiQon 
warnmg are detrimental to shipping, and useless to this port. On the 
ot'ner hand Mr. Figg thinks it would be unwise at present to dispense with 
the red signals, while the Chinese, whom the Registrar G-eneral consult
ed, were unwilling to take upoh thems-elves the responsibility of making 
any recomn~endation . In these circ)lm ~tances His Excellency the Gover
nor will be gla d to learn, whether, in the opinion of your Committee, it is 
desirable to make any change in the storm-warnings now in use.-I 'LID, 

Sir, your obedient servant, 

A. W. BREWIN, Colonial Secretary. 

The Secretary, 

H ongkong General Chamber of Commerce. 

The Uolonial Secretary, - The 'present system of signals was adopted 
oq t he re!Jort of a committee appointed by the Government in February, 
1907. This report was submitted to the Chamber of Commerce who 
<~P iJl'OVed it (ln 10119/06). 

The matter is one of some difficulty and, in my opinion, requires very 
careful consideration before the course suggested by "Taxpayer" is 
adopted. I attach some correspondence which p~tssed between the Hon. 
]'.ir. Osborne, Secretary of the H ongkong and Kowloon Godown Co., and 
myself in 1907. This shows that the interest of those concerned are not 
identical. 

My own views are given in a minute dated m/9/10 paragraphs 1 and 2 
(in 10119/00) and at the present time I see no reason to change the opinion 
express:ed therein. 

It may be of interest to give datf\S and times when red signn.Is have 
been hoisted this year. They are as follows: -

Sunday, July 2, 6.0p-Monday, July 3rtl. , 5.10 a . = 
Saturday, July 15, 9. 10a-6.30t:. 
Tuesday, Aug. I, 6.30p-Wednesday, Aug. 2, 5.0p -
Saturday, Aug. 26, 6.0p-Sunday, Aug. 2·7, 8.45a = 

llhrs. 

9 " 
22 " 
14 " 

l Om. 

20 " 
30" 
45" 

il ~--------~--~~~~~==~~~~==~~~~==~~~~!11111~'-----~--------~,~-----------------------------------------w' ~ --

L-
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Sunday, Sept. 17, 11.55 a- 9.40p 
Thursday, Sept. 28, l0.0a--4.0p 

9 " 45" 
6 " 0() " 

The total time during which red signals have been hoisted is thus 
73~ hours, of which only 40~ hours were daylight or working hours, or if 
Sundays be excluded, 29 hours. 

Sd. F. G. FIGG, Director of Observatory, 6/lOjll. 

Hon. Colonial Secretary,-- With reference to the discussion before 
His Excellency on the 19th instant, I am of an opinion that at present, It 
would be unwise to dispense with t;be Red S1gnals, more partiCularly m 
view of tha typhoons which reach the China Sea via the Blashee and 
Bahngtang Channels. Such d"lsturban~es aJ'e usually dangerous to ~he 

south coast of China and QoC•casiona,lly they move at the h1gh speed of 15 
miles per hour, and inc:rease greatly in depth during _ thei~ J?rogress. 
Provision must be made for such cases. Using the 300 m1les hm1t (Bla"k 
signal) and the above rate of progression the centre of a disturbance, 
if moving directly towa-rds the Colony, would arrive in 20 hou;s, and I am 
credibly informed that it takes 12 hours to get hghters, etc., m to shelter. 
In this connection the chance of a signal being first hoisted at nightfall 
must also be taken into account, as I take it darkness adds considerably 
to the difficulty of sheltering. 

When wireless 1.1.-pparatus is installed at Pratas we shall know more 
about the position, intensity, speed, etc., of such disturbances, and the 
question of dispensing with the red signals might th~n be discus~ed. 
The government may also be able to indu-ce the Chmese authont1es 
to install wireless at Che lang Point or connect it with their telegraph 
Rystem. Observations from thence would be particularly valuable 
when used in conjunction with those made here and at Pratas. 

I l1ave heavd that the Chinese authorities have a scheme for 
installing a wireless apparatus at Yu ling-kang, south-west of Hainan, 
which I believe i s a Custom examination station for native craft re::tciP•lg 
ChinN;e ~erritory frum the southward and westward. 1f observatt•)n~ 
could be obtained from thence by this means and the Hoihow observa
tions be promptly forwardf' d, the periods of time which it would be 
necessary to keep typhoon signals hoisted in Hongkong would be much 
reduced. 

2. Messages sent out in the evening giving later information with 
regard to typhoons (such a message was sent out on the evening of 
31st Au-gust last), than that contained in the C.C. Meteor. Register, are 
telegraphed to the Harbour Office where copies of the message are 
made and posted at the various notice boards. I suggest that when 
signals are hoisted in the Colony and additional information can be sent 
out in the evening, copies of the message should be sent also to the 
following pl<~.ces: Hongkong hotel, Hongkong Club, lower Tram terminus 
(2 copies) of which one should be forwarded to the Upper Terminus by the 
Tramway authorities. 
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Messages considered " Urgent'' are already sent to the P olice for 
distribution and such messages, I understand, reac;h residents at the 
Peak. 

Sd. F. G. FIGG, Director of Observatory, 21/9/10. 

Hon. Colonial Secretary,- I was directed to ascertain the views of 
tile vHHlese more Immediately interested in the question whether the red 
typhoon signals should be hoisted ox not.. I thought it was no us& 
consulting the- cargo-boat people; it is apparent that cJ:ey E>ttar:h theJr 
own value to these signals. Soruetim!'s ii the local weather indications are 
not Lnr~atemng, the·y take no immediate notice of them ; at other times 
tlhey seek refuge at once. All they ask fo-r is a.rnple warning, and that 1s 
aH ~aey couiu have told me. I t ool< the opportunity of last District 
Watchmen Committee meeting, to inv1te the opinion of members, among 
~whom are comprised t hree or fon r immediately and largely interested in 
shipptng. '!'here was some debate, but the unanimous opinion was that 
members could not take upon themselves the responsibility of making 
<tny r ecc•mmendation on such a technical subject, espec111lly where 
liumau l1fe was involved; they understood that t he signals were not 
hoisted unless the obst~rvatory thought H ongKong might be affected, a·nd 
that being so they thought the propriety of hoisting the signals or not 
should be left to the D1rector of the Observatory. One member pomted 
uu~ Lllat the Slgnalfl were repeated in Canton (I mo not know if this is !!0) 

and that the river steamers leaving Cant on for Hongkong ought to have 
as early notice as possible of any local disturbance. 

A. W. BRE WIN, Registrar General. 
October 21, 1911. 

Hon. Colonial Secret[l,ry,-Although I quite recognise the Director of 
Observatory's long experience, some 29 years of typhoons, my 5 years 
in Hongkong has been in close touch with shipping and this gives me 
the coumge of my opinion. 

The highest rate of progression of the centre of a typhoon towards 
the Colony is given as 15 miles per hour, so that after a Black Signal h~>.s 
been hoisted there would be approximately 20 hours before the arrival 
of t he centre; and generally speaking some Hi hours before the .roughness 
of the sea and force of wind would be such as to interfere with native 
craft., lighters, etc., being towed into the various shelters. 

I agree with Director of Obser:vatory that 12 hours would be req\llred 
for a large firm like the Hongkong and Kowloon Wharf and Godown 
Oo. , to get all their var~ous plant into shelter. But I understand Vhnt as 
things are to-day, this Company d o not dep_end on tha Red Signals, being 
themselves in direct communication with Manila, and act on this in 
conjunction with the advice given by Mr. Unsworth, Master Mariner, 
Chief Berthing Master, who is their techD;;cal expert and has had a, long 
experience of Hongkong and its typhoon, 
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1 quite recognise the value of the information to ships leaving that a 
storm is situated in the Bashee or .Balingtang Channels, but I submit 
that this information could be given from this Office to all Masters 
clearing without hoisting a Red Signal, which only alarms the native 
craft, and generally delays the work of the Port, although the weather is 
then fine and the sea smooth. 

I may state that my views on this matter are shared by a number of 
practical men who have long experience in this Harbour. 

C. W. BECKWITR, Harbour 1hster. 
October 25, 1911. 

Hongkong General Chamber of Commerce, 
Iiongkong, 7th December, 1911, 

Sir,-I am in receipt of your letter of 15th November, 1911, (.No. 
10118/06). enclosing copy of minutes by the Duector of the Ubseo:vatory, 
the Reg1strar General and the Ha.rbour Master on the .question of the 
advisability, or otherwise, of dispensing with the local " .red symbols" by 
day and "three green lights" by night, used in the local system of storm 
warnlllgs. 

My Committee have carefully considered the matter, and are ot 
opinion that the signals above referred to may be dispensed with li 
the information at present conveyed by them be disseminated by a special 
crrcular, to the cost of which the public would subscribe if the Govern
ment so desire. Special arrangements could no doubt be made for 
notifying an approaching typhoon, should this information be received 
on a Sunday or public holiday. 

By this means the wo·rk of "the Harbour will not be unnecessarily 
interfered with, and those to whom the earlier information of the 
approach of a typhoon is really valuable, could obtain the circular in 
question. 

I am directed to ask you to be so good as to convey to His Excellency 
the Governor, an expression of their thanks for referring this matter to 
the Uhamber.-I am. etc .• 

E. A. M. WILLIAMtl, Secretary. 

The H onourable, The Colonial Secretary 

Colonial Secretary's Office, 
Hongkong, 20th January, 1912. 

f:lir,-·Referring to previous correspondence ending ·with your letter 
of 7th December, I am directed to inform you that His l!;xcellency the 
Governor-in-Council has decided that pending erection of a wireless 
stat10n on the Pratas I slands the red typhoon signals should be con· 
tinued.-I am, etc .• 

C. CLEMEN'l'I, Colonial Secretary. 

.. ~ ... 

5 

PUBLIO AND BANK HOLIDAYS. 
Colonial Secretary's Office, 

Hongkong, 13th October, 1911. 

Sir,-I am directed to inform you that public and bank holidays 
during 1912 will, under the law now in force, and in accordance with 
the precedents of former years, be as follows: -

. 1st January, Monday, (New Year's Day). 
18th February, ·Sunday (Chinese New Year's Day). 
19th February, Monday (Chinese New Year's Day). 
5th April, Friday (Good Friday) Easter 
6th , Saturday , 
7th , Sunday (Easter Sunday). , 
8th , Monday , 

24th May, Friday <Victoria Day) 
27th , Monday (Whitmonday). 
~rd June, Mo0nday (King 's Birthday) 
5th August, Monday (1st Monday in August). 

25th December, Wednesday (Christmas). 
26th , ·Thursday (Boxing Day). 

Th:erefore, excluding ·Sundays and counting Saturdays as half a day, 
it will .be seen that there is one holiday in January, one in Februar~. 
two ar,d a half in April, ·two in May, one in June, one in August and 
two in December. In other word s during the six months from December 
to May bot!h incl usive there are nine and a half holidays, while duriny 
the remaining six months of the year there are only two holidays. _, 

2. The limiting dates for the moveable holidays on the list are ns 
fnl1J)ws : Ohin~>«~ N!lw Year. 21st Ja.nun.rv to 19th Febr ua.ry, Easter 
Sunday, 18th of March t.o 25th April. and Whit Monday, 11th May to 14th 
~f June; it will be seen therefore that the above irregularity in t he 
1n0id"·nre of holidays during each period of twelve months must remain 
constant. 

:<. liiR RxceH <>n cy the Governor believes that it will be generally 
rejognised that tJhis uneven distribution of holidays in each year iR 

nnsn.tisf:1dory, ~nd wonl<J· he glad to learn whether such is also the 
opinion of your. Ohamb~, ~nd .. if so, w h~ther ~·on have any proposal to 
make for the better d1stnbutwn of hohdays throughout the calendar 
year. 

4. It h11.s ·been suggeRted that a holiday should be celebrated on 
'T'rll. fl1.l""~.~· Day, October 19th, in lieu of that on Whitmonday.
I am, &c., 

WARREN BARNES, Colonial Secretary. 
The f:lecretary, 

'l'he H on!!kong Genera.} Chamber of Commeree . 
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St. George's Building, Hongkong, 

7th December, 1911. 

Sir, -I am in receipt of your letter of 1:3th ultimo. No. 15509/11 asking 
whether my Committee have any proposal to make for the better distri
bution of holidays throughout the Calendar year . 

My Committee have given this matter their careful consideration, 
and desire to remark, in reference to the suggestion of the Government 
that a holiday should be celebrated on Trafalgar Day in lieu of that 
on Whitmonday, that there is a strongly expressed opinion from some 
quarters against dropping so old established and typically English a 
holiday as Whitmonday, with which view my Committee are in agree
ment. 

The Committee, however, believe that a.n extra holiday might with 
arlvantage be instituted in October, and suggest the 2nd Monday in this 
month rather than Trafalgar Day 

The O'ommit.tee further beg to suggest that the 9th November be 
qnbstituted for the 24th May, thus con:hining the commemoration of the 
birthdays of our late Q.ueen and 1King. With regard to this proposal, 
however, my Committee think it would be pr'eferable if, instead of fixin~ 
t.he 9t.h November as the recognised holiday, the Monday nearest to this 
date be ·fixed. 

1 am directed by my Committee to ask you to be so good as to 
convey to His Excellency the Governor their appreciation of the oppor 
tumty afforded them of offering suggestions on this matter.-! am, etc., 

E. A. M. WILLIAl\1:'.8, Secretary. 

The Honourable The Colonial Secretary. 

Colonial Secretary's Office, 
Hongkong, 13th January, 1912. 

Sir,-In continuation of previous correspondenre numbered 5,509/11, 
I am directed to forward for the consideration of your Uhamber dra;ft 
of a Bill entitled : An Ordinance to make provision for the due obser. 
vance of General Public and Bank Holidays and to amend and consoli
date the law relating to the same. 

2. I am to enquire with reference to Section 3 (3) whether your 
Chamber considers there should be two holidays at Ohinese New 1' ear 
or only olle, and whether, in the event of the Chinese New Year being 
hHeafter made to coincide with the solar new yea.r, 1. e., the 1st 
January, there should be any additional holiday in lieu ot those which 
WJ.ll thus be lost. 

3. With reference to Section 7, I am to communicate the following 
mmute of His Excellency the Governor:-

7 
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The question rather is: " I n whom should th~ power. to alter 
or substitute a Public Holiday for one of those m Sectwn 3 ?e 
VPsted 1 " I should say that it should be vested. a:s proposed m 
th~ Governor, who would never dream of e_xerc1smg the power 
without previously con~ulting t~e Uommumty, but others may 

k d -ff tl ;..., whwh case 1t should be by resolutwn of the thm 1 eren y, ........ . h t;· 'l -
Legislative Council, but t,nis might be dtffi.cult w en ounc1 1s 
not sitting, and is in any case cumbrous. 

I am, etc., 

C. CLEMENT!, Colonial Secretary. 

Th-3 Secretary, Hongkong Chamber of Commerce. 

A BILL 
entitled 

An Ordinance to make provision fo~ the due observance 
of General Public and Bank H olidays and to amend 
and consolidate the law relating to the same. -
Be it enacted by the Governor of Rongkong, wtth 

the advice and consent of the Legislative Council there
of, as follows: -

1. This Ordinance may be cited as the Ifolidays 
Ordinance, 1912. 

2. In this Ordinance:-
"Public Holiday" means a day which, (subject 

to the provisions of section '5) shall be kept 
as a holiday by all educational establish· 
ments, public offices and Government de
partments. 

" General Holiday" means a day which (sub
ject to the provisions of sectwn 5) shall be 
a 'dies non' and which shall be kept as a 
holiday by all banks, educatwnal establish
ments, public offices and Government de
partments. 

3. The following days shall be general holidays:
(1.) Every Sunday. 
(2.) The 1st day of January, or if that day 

should be a Sunday, then the following day. 
(3.) Chinese New Year's Day, or if that day 

should be a Sunday, then the following day. 

Short t i t le 

Detlnitions 

General. 
Holid~>YB· 

I 
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(4.) Good Friday. 
(5.) Easter Monday. 
(6.) Whit Monday. 
(7.) The first Monday in August. 
(8.) The second Monday in Octo ber. 
(9.) The Monday which falls on or nearest to 

the 9th day of November. 
(10.) Christmas Day. 
(11.) The 26th of December, or if tha t day should 

be a Sunday then the followmg day. 
(12.) The Birthday of His Majesty the King un

less it shall be ordered by the Governor, by 
an Order published in the "Gazette,'' t hat 
His Majesty's Birthday is to be kept on 
some other day, and then, such other day. 

4. The ·following ·day shall be a p ubhc holiday:
Empire Day, that is to say, the 24th day of May 

or if that day should be a Sunday then the 
following day. 

5. The Govemor mn,y ~ lake regulat iOns exci:uding 
in whole or in part fr-om the operation of sect ions 3 and 
4 any 1mblic office or Government department, 

6. Subject to the provisions of section 14 of the 
Bills of Exchange Ordinance, 1885, as amended 
by this Ordinance it shall not be necessary for any 
person to make any payment or to do any 
other act, including noting or protest ing, relating to 
any negotiable instrument on a general holiday, but 
all obligat ion to make such payment or to do any sucP 
other act shall apply to the next following day not being 
itself a general holiday, 

7. It shall be lawful £or the Governor by notifica
t ion in the " Gazette " to appoint any day t o be ob
served as a general or as a public holiday in addition 
to or in substitution for any day mentioned in sect ion 
3 or in section 4 and thereupon the provisions of this 
Ordinance shall apply to such added or substituted 
day and shall cease to apply 'to any day for wnich 
another has been so substituted. 

8. (1.) The Public H olidays Ordinance, 1875, (as 
amended by the Executive Council Rehef of Duties 
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HONGKONG GENERAL CHAMBER 
OF COMMERCE, 

H ONGK ONG, 8th August, 1912. 

D EAR SIR, 

T beg to hand you herewith, for your acceptance, a 

copy of the Report recording the chief proceedings of t.his 

Clul.m ber d uring the yeM 19ll. 

Kindly acknowled ge receipt. 

1 am, dear Sir, 

y ours faithfully, 

E . A. M. WILLIAMS, 

Secretary . 

r 

Dcfi nl tiou. 
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Ordinance, 1910), and the Victoria Day Ordinance, 
1903, are hereby repealed. 

(2) The Bills of Exchange Ordinance, 1885, is 
hereby amended as follows :-

(a.) in section 2 thereof by the insertion after 
the definition of " D elivery " of the wor ds 
" 'General Holiday ' has the same mean
ing as in the H olidays Ordinance, 1912." 

(b.) in sub-section (2) of section 13 thereof by 
the addition after the w-ord .. Sunday " of 
the words " or a,ny other general holiday." 

(c.) by the deletion of the provrsoes (a) and 
(b) to section 14 thereof and by the ~ub
stitution therefor of the words :-

" P rovided that when the last day of 
grace is a general holiday other than Sun
day, Christmas Day or Good Friday, or 
when the last day of grace and also the 
second day of grace are general holidays 
'the bill is due and payable on the succeed
ing business day and provided RJso that 
when the last day of grace falls on a Sun
day, Christmas Day or Good Friday 
which is not immediately preceded by 
another General Holiday the bill is due 
and payable on the preceding businesR 
day. 

(d.) in sub-'section (4) of section 51 by tJ1~ 
insertion a•tter the word .. Ordinan~e '' 
of the words "and of the Holidays O!·di
nance, 1912. ' ' 

(e.) in sub-section (2) of section 92 thereof bv 
the deletion of the words ·· S1mdays an d 
public h<>lidays and bank holidays within 
the meaning of these terms as used in the 
Holid'.ays Ordinance, 1875," and b:v the 
substitution thereof of the words "gen
eral holidays." 

(3) The Supreme Court (Vacations) Ordinance, Dcfiultiuu. 

1898, is hereby amended as follows: -

(a .) by the repeal of section 2 thereof and by 
the substitution thereof of the following 
section :-

" 2. In this Ordinance:·-
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' Public Holiday ' and 
Holiday ' have the 
respectively assigned 
expressions by the 
Ordinance, 1912." 

'General 
meanings 
to such 
Holidaya 

(b.) in section 5 and also in section 10 thereof 
by the insertion~ in each case of the words 
" General Holidays " and after the words 

" except on. ' ' 

Objects and Reasons. 

Under Ordinance No. 2 of 1875 all public holiday~ 
are bank holid ays and there are also certain days 
which are bank holidays only. It is sometimes desir
able to have a holiday for public and educational 
institut ions which is nevertheless not a bank holiday, 
and again it is sometimes .desir-able to have a holiday 
for educat ional establishments which is not a holiday 
for banks or public institutions. Moreover, sect ion 7 
of Ordinance No. 2 of 1875 appears in some measure 
to conflict; with section 14 (1) (a) of Ordmance No. 3 
of 1885. It has recently .been decided with the 
app roval o·f the Chamber of Commerce, which con
sulted t he Banks, no longer to treat VICtoria Day or 
E mpire Day a s it will in future be called, a s a Bank 
H oliday and to have instead two new holidays on 
Mondays in October and November respectively. 
This arrangement distributes the bank holidays mor t> 
evenly t hroughout the year and provides for the due 
recognition of the Birthday (November the 9th) of his 
late Maj esty King Edward VII. At the same t ime 
Empire Day will be preserved as a holiday for public 
and educat ional instit utions. Clause 2 of t he Bill 
gives a definition of Public Holidays which excludes, 
and a definition of General H olidays which includes, 
Bank Holidays. Clauses 3 and 4 set out these holi
days and Clause 7 which is based on section 8 of 
Ordinance No. 2 of 1875 enables t he Governor to alter 
them by notification in the "Gazet te." Clause 5 
which is based on section 3 of the last mentioned 
Or dinance enables the Governor by Regulations to 
exclude public offices or Government department! 
from enjoying all or any such holidays. Clause 6 is 
based on sections 5, 6 and 7 of the sa1d Ordinance 
a.nq &voids the apparent conflict with section 14 of 
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the Bills o£ E xchange Ordinance. Clause 8 effects 
t he ~ecessary repeals a nd modifications in other 
Ordina-nces. 

C. G . AL.A!BASTER. 
Attorney General. 

Hongkong General Chamber o£ Commerce, 
22nd J anuary, 1912. 

S ir,-Your letter o£ the 13th inst. (No. 5,509/1910) on the subject of 
Public and Bank Holidays has been la id before my Committee, and I 
am now directed to make the following observations t hereon. 

With r eference to P aragraph 2, my Oommit.teP. consider that ther e 
should be two holidays a t Chinese New Year . 

In t he event of the Chinese adop ting the Greg<>rian Ualendar , the 
n rst two work ing days in J anuary should, they think, be holidays. 

With r egard, however, to the opinion expr essed in the preceding 
paragraph, my Committee consider that, before legislating for t he 
additional holid ay, it would\ he a dvisable to wait until a defi mte 
decision is arrived at by the Chinese with 1·egard to discontinuing to 
observe Chinese New Year. 

With r egard to P aragraph 3, con taining a. minute by H .E. th e 
Governor , the Commit tee respectfully suggGst tJmt. as a matter of 
prmmple, the power to alter or subst itute a holiday sl10uld Ee vested 
in the Governor in Council. 

1t is witlhin the r ecollection of th'e Commitltee that a P ublic 
H oliday was declared by a for mer Governor of the Uolony without 
reference to the Executive Coun::il, and that this crea.ted a certain 
amount of dissatisfaction among the r.ommP.rcial cummunity, as the 
holiday was found to be unsuitable commercially. 

T urning to the Draf t Bill:

Sectwn 3 (10), Christmas Day.-

.My Committee suggest that the wording should be: " Christmas 
Day, or if that day should be a Sunday, then the fo!lowmg clay," t hns 
pr oviding against the loss of a holiday, i.e., in the event ot this holida.v 
falling on a Sunday, Monday would be observed in su bst itution and 
Tuesday in place of Boxing Day. 

1 am directed by my Committee to ask you to be good enough t o 
convey to H. E. theGovernor an expression of their thanks for the 
opportunity affor ded them of commenting on this subject, - ! am, etc., 

E. A. ilL W lLLlAl\1~. Secreta,ry. 
T he H onourable, The Colonial Secretary. 
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SMUGGLING OF SALT INTO CANTON. 

4th October, 11:111. 

Dear Sir, - We beg to draw your Commitee's attent ion, with a view 
to their addressing the Government on the subject, to t he hardships 
and difficulties which surround our trade as the owners of steamers 
running between this port and Canton, owing to the attitude, not 
;unnatltrai;ly lper~aps, ,assumed by the Imperial Maritime Custon>~ 
regarding the smuggling of salt by our vessels to Canton. 

For your information we would state all river st eamers tradirg 
between these two points are gr,anted what are known as Special Rive;. 
~'ri v ll•' g'3~, ent;tling steamers to enter <Hi d clear from th~ p •rt \•f C.u.ton 

between certain hours. 
Owing to the. prohibitive price levied by the Gover nment Salt Mono

polists of the neighbouring Province on salt for some yea,rs past, the 
question of smuggling by Chinese of this article into Uanton by means 
of our steamers has assumed serious proportions. I n spite of every 
precaution taken by us and the preven t ive staff of the Imperial Mari· 
time Custom, smuggling is ever increasing. Towards the end '<'if the 
year 1888 we, witlh the object of endeavouring to put a check to t hP. 
smuggling of salt or opium, instituted and paid for a preventive staff 
of our own, consisting of some seven men, under a fo-reign supervisor. 
This expensive staff boards and searches all our steamers, and takes al l 
such measu-res as suggest themselves to prevent or detect smuggling. 
Dlllring ea~h voyage of ouc vessels to Canton, a thorough search for 
contraband is instituted by the ship's officers, a nd any unm::mifested or 
contraband ~oods seized are handed over to the Impenal Marit ime 
Customs. From tino0 to t ime when smuggled salt or other dutiablf> 
goods or contraband. have been discoverecl by the Customs at Canton 
1ihe withdrawal ·Of the Special River Privileges to the Uompanies has 
been threatened. Besides the withdrawal of these privileges t he Oom 
nanies are exposed to all the penalties in force in the port of Canton 
if smuggled goods a re found on our ve~!'lek As you may be aware, 
these penalties a re drastic involving p rohibition t o trade in Chinese 
ports, heavy fineR, and even confiscation of vessels. 

As t.h e law of the Colony stands at present, if smuggled salt is found 
on board our vessels at H ongkong, ahd the offence traced, the Com
panies cannot pro~ecute the offenclPrs for the reason that there is no 
regulation for the prevention of snoh smuggling, or law for punishment 
of the offence.., We are aware that the bulk of the salt smuggled is 
carried o'ut by Chinese passengers, mem bers of organised bands of 
smugglers, assisted by boat people and members of our steamers' crewQ 
who place the article on board from native boats as the steamers leave 
the Companies' wba rf at Hongkong. The attention of the police has 
been repeatedly called to the mn,t.t.er, bnt no action has been t aken by 
them, nor has any assistance ever been r eceived from them to stop ~ 
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traffic th~tt is working against our interests, presumably because they 
are not empowered to take action. 

We shall be glad if you will assist us by addressing the Government 
with a view of causing su.oh amendments to be made in the H ongkong 
qaw as may be thought necessary and effectual, and granting us that 
protection in our business which we submit we are justified in asking 

for,-IV e are, &c. , 
W. E . CLARKE. 

Secretary, Hongkong, Canton and :Macao Steamboat Co., Ltd. 
BUTTERFI ELD & SWIRE, 

Agents, China Navigation Co., Ltd. 

T he Secretary, Hongkong General Chamber of Commerce, 

Hongkong, l'lth December, 1911. 

Dear Sir,-Referring to your letter of 4th October, 19ll, and :, :mr 
subsequent request, for our opinion as to the measures which it would be 
necessa•ry to take in order to effe~tively protect us, and for which we 
feel j ustified in asking, the following are the steps which the H ongkong 
Gover nment might be .requested to take:-

(a) 'l'o empower the P olice to arrest salt smugglers, and-
(b) To l egislate for punishment of the latter when convicted.-

\Ve a re, &c., 
W. E. ULARKE, 

Secretary, Hongkong, Canton and 1\iaoao S.B. Oo., Ltd. 
BU'fTERFIELD AND SWIRE, 
A gents, C!hina Navigation Co., Ltd 

The Secretary, H ongkong General Chamber of Commerce. 

Hongkong General Chamber of Commerce, 
H ongkoug, 22nd January, l9l:?. 

Sii•,-I have thn honour to enclose copies of two letters which have 
been received by this Chamber from Messrs. Butterfi.eld a.nd S'wne, 
Agents, China Navigation Co., Ltd., and Capt. W. E. Olarke, Sec., 
R ongkong, Canton and Macao St eamboat Co., Ltd., on the subject of 
the smuggling of Salt into Canton by vessels trading from this port. 

These two letters will place you in full possession of the facts, ana 
my Uommittee therefore content themselves with expressing their 
entire sympathy with owners of such vessels who experience consider
able hardship and difficulty in plying their trade w1th Uanton, •from the 
absence of a law empowering the arrest and con viction of persons 
caught in the nefarious trade of Salt smuggling. 

My Committee commend this subject to the earnest consideration 
of R. E. the Governor, and trust t hat he will see his way to intro®ce a 
Bill m the Legislative Council with the view to removmg effectually 
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the ground of complaint and affording the necessary protection to 
owners of veMels plying to Canton.-! am, etc., 

E. A. M. WILLIAMI::l, Secretary. 
The Honourable The Colonial Secretary. 

Colonial Secretary's Office, lh·ngkong. 
1st February, 1912. 

Su,-Your letter of 22nd January on the subject of the smuggling 
of salt into Canton by vessels lrading from this port has been laid 
before the Governor, and I am directed to iniorm you that His E.xcel· 
lency is not aware of any instance in which one country makes it an 
offence to break the law of another country by committing an act wh1Ch 
is no offence in the country in which It is committed. \\<hen a country 
desires another to assist it in enforcing the law, the matt.er is made the 
subject of a treaty, and reciprocity in some form is demanded unless 
such a request is granted f.rom motives of morality, as in the 
case of Opium Agreement between Hongkong and China. IBiut in the 
case of salt there is no ground for action. 

His Excellency, therefore, fails to see why a new offence involving 
additional calls on the Police should be created in this Colony in order 
to enforce a Chinese law of prohibition which is inoperative 
here. The matter is clea1ly one which must be dealt with by the 
authorities at the port of destination.-! am~ etc. 

C. CL,EMENTI, Colonial Secretary. 
The Secretary, Hongkong General Chamber of Commerce. 

Hongkong General Chamber of Commerce, 
7th February, 1912. 

lJear Sirs,-With reterence to .the two joint letters addressed to 
this LJhamber by yourselves and Gapt. W. E. Clarke, Secretary of the 
Hongkong, Canton and Macao Steamboat Co., Ltd., dated respectively 

4th October and 14th December, 1911, I beg to enclose for your informa
tion a copy of this Chambe1•'s communication to the Government, 
supporting your complaint, and a ccpy of the Colonial Secretary's re
ply thereto dated 11\t February, 1912. 

My Committee will be glad to have any comments you may desire 
to offer on the Government's reply.-I. am, etc., 

E. A. M. WILLIAMS, S'ecretary 
Messrs. Butterfield and Swire, Agents, 

China Navigation Uo., Ltd. 

(A similar letter was forwarded to Capt. W. E. Clarke, Secretary of 
the Hongkong, Canton and Macao Steamboat Oo., Lta. 
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J!:FFECT OF HOME STRIKES ON DELIVERY OF GOODS 
IN HONGKONG. 

Hongkong, 8th 'September, 1911. 

Dear Sir,- We beg to inquire if we are right in assuming tha~ as 
the outcome of Strikes at Home, your various Members have r eceived 
advices that shipment <>f goods has been thereby delayed. If ~o we_ ~eg 
to suggest that it will be to the inter~st o·f your Members if a JOmt 
0 iNW.lar be sent to ·the va.rious Ohmese Dealers by the ~u~opean 
I mpor ting Houses. T'his, we think, will have more_ e~ect t hian mdividual 

representations, regarding the cause~ of goods arnvmg late, 
Awaiting the favour of your advwes, -·We are, &c., 

BRADLEY AND CO. 

The Secretary, The Hongkong General Chamber of Commerce. 

Hongkong General Chamber of Commerce, 
Hongkong, 7th October, 1911. 

Dear f:lirs --I am in receipt of your letter of 7th September, l9ll, 
on the subje~t of the delay to shipments conseque~t upon the recent 
strikes at Home, and suggesting that con?erted a?t~on should be t~ken 
by the European I mporting Houses to m[orm Uhmese dealers of the 
causes of such delay. 

My Committee have c.arE~fully considered your letter, and have co~e 
to the ·conclusion that the matter is one whicl, _can h:tter be dealt with 
by individual rf'prE~sentations by firms to their Chmese dealers than 
by a joint circular from importers,--Yours, &c., 

E. A. M. WILLIAMS, Secretary. 

M essrs Bradley and Company-Present. , 

PRODUCTS OF HONGKONG EXHIBITED AT THE 
I MPERIAL INSTITUTF.~ 

Colonial Secretary's Office, Hongkong, 18tlh March, 1911. 
Sir -I an1 directed to fon\ ard for your information copies of_ a 

rncmor:mdum on Products from Hongkong exhibite~ at the Impenal 
Institute, whic;h ma.y prove of interest to your Oomnnttee,-I am O.Cc., 

EDW. ;BULLOCK, p.p. Colonial Secretary. 

The Secretary, The Chamber of Commerce. 
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Memorandum on products from Hor,gkong exhibited at the Im· 

perial Institute which are, or arJpear likely to be, of commer

cial value in the United Kingdom. 

The products referred to in the following memorandum were for
warded to the Imperial Institute for exhibition in the Hongkong Court 
by the Registrar General in the Colony, and by the ·Superintendent of 
the Botanical and Forestry Department .. 

L·EATHER : It is stated in the notes accompanying the above 
letters ~\hat there is a large export of cow and buffalo hides from 
K wangsi province, and that; there are seven or eight Chinese tanneries 
in Hongkong producing inferior leather by the use of Japanese gall 
nuts. Sa.mple No. 69 presumably represents this leather. A market for 
the raw hides, and quite p'robably for the leather, could be found in the 
United Kingdom, where there is a large demand for hides and f.or cheap 
leather. A large quantity of hides is of course already imported to the 
United Kingdom from China, but apparently not via Hongkong. 

The statements referred to above seem to indicate tJhat there is lack 
of good tanning materialis in Hongkong. If this is the caue, and If 
there is a steady supply of hides, it might be worth w:hile for the local 
Botanical and Forestry Depa.rtment to consider the question of forming 
plantations of tannin-yielding plants such as divi-divi, gambier (Uncaria 
Gambier) or wattle. The last. mentioned tree would yield both timber 
for fuel and tanning-bark. Information .regarding the cultivation of 
wattle is given in the "Hulletin ·of the Imperial Institute," Vol. VI (1908), 
page 157. Divi- divi is dealt with in the same publication, Vol. II (1904), 
page 276. Algarobill::L (0Msalpinia brevifolia), seeds of which can be 
supplied from the Imperial Institute, would also be worth trying in 
Hongkong. Wattle and divi-divi seeds can be obtained from seedsmen 
such as Messrs J. P. William and Brother, Heneratogoda, Ceylon, and 
gambier seeds doubtless from the Singapore Botanic Gardens. If large 
samples of Nos. 66 "Buffalo leather tanned in Kwangsi" and 69 "Ox 
leather tanned in Hongkong" can be forwarrled to the Imperial Insti
tute, they will he submitted to experts for valuation, and repo-rts flll"
nished as to tJheir commer.cin.l utility. 

TOBACCO: With reference to sample No. 159 "selected leaves of 
the best Hokshan tobacco," considerable quantities of this tobacco are 
already. impor~ed to the United Kingdom from Hongkong, according to 
the Umted ,Kmgdorn Trade Returns but much larger quantities are 
received direct from Chinese ports so that there would perhaps be some 
po~s!bility of further d~velopn:ent of this trade via Hongkong. There is 
sa1d to be a large and mc!'easmg ma.rket for this kind of tobacco in the 
United Kingdom. 

GINGER : With reference to the specimens of dry ginger Nos. 
193 and 193A, no supplies of this product seem to be imported into the 
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United Kingdom from Hongkong, though there is a large import of 
preserved ginger firom that Colony. If it seems likely that dry ginger 
could be shipped in quantity, a sample of about l4lbs. should be sent to 
the Imperial Institute for valuation. The present 1naterial exhibits 
~ertain pecuLiarities, and information should be flll'nished as to whether 
it is ac,tually the rhizome of "Zingiber officinale." This point is of 
imp-ortance in the case of dry ginger. 

RATTANS. ETC : Rattan pit h similar to sample No. 194, is pro
bably already largely imported to the United ,Kingdom via Hongkung, 
but this cannot be definitely ascertained as the imports are not shown 
separately in the United Kingdom 'J\rade Returns. The na;mes of 
exportens of this material in H ongkong should be supplied to tJhe 

I mperial I nstitute for the information of inquirers. 

IRON ORE : It is stated that iron ore of good quality has been 
found in large quantities in Kwangtung, and recently in the Colony ot 
Hongkong. A sample of about 14lbs. o r this ore should be obtained and 
forwa-rded to the Imperial Institute for examination and exhibition, 
together with any available inform<Lt.ion as to the extent and position ot 
the deposits. 

D tES: The leaves of "Phyllanhus emblica" (sample No. 121), are 
sta.ted to be used to dye silk black. A sample of about 28lbs. of these 
leaves should be forwarded, together with detailed information a.s to 
the method of using ttie material for dyeing silk. About 28lbs. of the 
bark should also be supplied, if this product can be used in a similar 
way. 

BEANS : Practically all the varieties of beans forwarded to the 
1mperial Institute under the above reference would be readily saleable 
in the Unitedl !Kingdom. If it seems likely that any of them could be 
exported in quantity via Hongkong, samples of about 14lbs. of each 
variety S:hould be forwarded to the Imperial Institute for examination 
and valuation. As a guide to those interested, it may be mentioned that 
sma.l~ <>olO'U!red beans suitable for fet'ding purposes fek~ at present 
about £6 per ton in the United Kingdom, whilst large white beans of 
the "haricot" or "butte·r bean" types are wo.rth up to £14 per ton. 
These prices will no doubt serve to indicate whether it is worth while 
\.o devote attention to these products in Hongkong. 

GROUND NUT OTL : The samples of ground-nut oil, Nos. 6D and, 
233 <>;ppear to be of good q uality, and if export is possible to the 
United Kingdom, further samples of a.boutllb. of eaeih should be sent to 
the I mperial Institute for valuation. The present value of ground-nut 
oil of good quality in the United Kingdom is about £38 to £).46 per ton. 
The demand, however, is smalL 

TEA SEED OIL : There might be a market in tlhe United King
dom for this material if it can be exported, but unless the price men
tioned, viz $15 per picul, can be materially reduced, export is impos
sible, except perhaps, when vegetable oils are very sca·rce and dear in 
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Europe. lnformation should be supplied as to the quantity of oil likely 
to be available for export, and the minimum price which would be 
remunerative to sh1ppe.rs. 

'l'he samples of tea seed oil Nos. 155 and 15?A, are. not large enough 
for examination and valuation, and if exvort 1s poss1ble, fUJrther sam
ples of about 'ilbs. of each should be sent for the purpose. 

TEA SEED AND CAKE : A ruarket might also be foun~ in t~e 
United $ingdom for tea·seed ca,ke, provided. they. are ava_1lable m 
q uantity. The sample of tea·seed oake No. 1~8. 1s bemg exammed. A 
~urther sample of about 7lbs. of tea-seed s1m1la.r to .sample No. 259 
sh:ould be forwa.rded t o the Imperial Institute for examma~wn. . 

GLUES : There is .no doubt that a market can be found 1~ the 
United Kingdom for both cow glue and fish glue, if they can be sh1pped 
at sufficiently low rates. A further supply of about 7lb.s. of eaah of the 
sample of cow glue Nos. 102 and 102A, should be forwarded .to the 
Imperial Inst itute, together wit h about 7lbs. of fish glue, for tnal and 
'<aluation. 

LA:CQUEH, : Several enquiries have been received at the Imperial 
Institute fo r the names of firms e::>.porting crude lacquer. It would be 
useful if a 1ist of Hongkong firms could be supplie~ for referen~e, 
together with informrttion regarding the prices at whiCh tJhe matenal 
can be offered. 

l::ipecimens. fo rwarded by the Superintendent of the Bo~anical and 
Forestry Department in which it was stated th~t spec1me~s ot all 
the materials sent are preserved in the Colomal Herbanum for 
refe1•ence under the numbers quoted. 

"Amomum" (No. 3154). If these fruits are obtainable in quantity, 
about 28lbs. should be sent to the Imperial Institute in order 

t hat the oil may be distilled from them and compared with carda
mom Qi]. 

"Tai Fung C'hi Yau" (No. 3226; "Pok Ho Yau" (No. 3227); "Ngai Yau" 
(No. 3229) ; "U I Yau" (NQ. 3232) ; "Houng Mau" (No. 3236) ;'"l'au 

Kau Yau" (No. 3237). Information sho).lld be supplied as to the 
sources of these six 1n·oducts, and as to whether 
they can be exported, t0gether wi th the name of the firm 

who can supply them and the prices at which they dOuld be oif ered. 
A further sample of about lib. of each should be forward ed to 
the Imperial Institute for examination. 

"Camphor Oil" (No. 3231): 'rhere is a large market in the United ~ing
dom and Germany for camphor oil, and if the Chinese product can 
be exported in any quantity via Hongkong, it would be worth 
while to examine it and submit it for valuation. For this purpose 
a further sn.mple of lib. ::;hould be forwarded to the I mperial 
Institute, together with information as to prices and the names of 
firms who could export the oil. 
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" Santalum sp. Oil" (No. 3230.) P art iculars should be supplied as to the 
source and place oi manufacture of t his "Sandalwood oil. " The oil 
might be saleable in t he United Kingdom, and information as to 
prices etc., with a further supply of llb., should be furnished to 
the Imperial Instit ute. 

"Rose OiV' (No. 3235). This oil would probably not be saleable in the 
United Kingdom, but information as t o its source and manufac
ture should be sent to the Imperial I nstitute so that the specimen 
exhibited may be properly labelled. 

"Hemp Seed'' (No. 3058). There is a market in Europe for this p roduct, 
and also for t he oil expressed from it, and information sthould be 

supplied as to prices, quantities ava ilable, and firms able to ex
port. A fur ther sample of about 7lb. of the seed, and a sample of 
7lb. of t:he oil, should be forwared to the Imperial Institut e. 

Information is desir ed as t o whether specimen No. 3132 (Agar
lcus sp.) is the same as the J apanese " Shiitaki," an edible 'fungus 
largely used in J apan and the East. 

26th January, 19'11. 

Hongkong General Chamber of Commerce, 
Hongkong, 19tlh March, . 

Sir,~I beg to acknowledge, with thanks t he receipt of you·r letter of 
yesterday' s date (No. 655/08) forwarding copies of a memorandum on 
Products from Hongkong, exhibited at the I m perial Institut e. 

My Committee have read the Memorandum with interest, 
! am, &c,. 

E. A. M. WILLIAMS, Secretary. 
Th e Honourable, The Colonial Secretary. 

EASTER HOL.lDAY:SL 

Secretary' s Memo to the Committee. 

An inquiry has .beeri r eceived from the Government asking whether 
the Uommittee have any objection t o the declarat ion of l::laturday, the 
l 5t fl Alpril, the day after Good Friday, as a Public Holiday in the 
Colony. The Banks have already been approached in the matter, and 
are agreeable to this. Fur ther , an opinion is request ed whether, on 
general grounds, it might not be convenient to observe the day referred 
to as a public holiday in every year. 

Hongkong Chamber of Uommerce, 
Hongkong, .31st March, Wll. 

Sir,-In reply to your telephonic enquiry as to whether or not my 
Committee had any object ion t o the declaration of Saturday, Apr il 15th, 
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as a Public Holiday, I am directed to reply that tile Uommittee, 
generally, do not holdJ strong views eith·er way, but the Uha1rruan is 
not in favour in that the date clashes with the date of the departure of 
tlw English Mail and affects the intt-rests of the constituents of the 
P. rrncl 0. Compa.ny. - 1 have, etc., 

E. A. :M. WILLIAMS, Secreta·ry. 

The Honourable, The Colonial Seeretary. 

CORONATION HOLIDAYS. 
Colonial Secretary's Office, 

H ongkong, 7th April, 19ll. 

Sir - I am d irected to inform you that His Excellency the Governor 
propos~s to <tppoint Thursday, 22nd June, Cor onation D<J:y, and Lhe clay 
following to be obser ved as Public H olidays, and I am to m qmre whether 
you have any obje~ti on to offer to the proposal. 

2. Saturday, 24th June, will be observed as a Government Holiday. 
- I am, etc., 

EDW. UULLOC'K, for Colonial Secretary. 

The Secretary, The Chamber of Commerce. 

Hongkong General Chamber of Commerce, 
Hongkong, 15th April, 1911. 

Sir,-I have now the honom to reply to your ictter of the 7th 
instant (No . 3127/10) on th,~ subject of the pr oposed declaration i)f Thurs
day the 22nd J une, Cor onation· 1Da:y,. andJ the 'day following to be 
observed as P ublic Holidays in the Colony. 

lVly Committee have considered the matter, and have no object ion 
to th1s proposal. 

Mv Gommitte note that tbe 2.J.th June will be recognised 1ts a holiday 
in Go~·ernment Departments only . 

I shall be glad if you will be so good as to convey to H: K The 
Gove·rnor my Committee's appreciation of his courtesy in r eferring tlhe 
matter to the Ohamber. - I am, &c., 

E. A. M. WILLIAM·S, Secretary. 

lhn . :!\fr. C. Clementi, Culonial SecretaTy. 
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EIGHTH CONGRE83 OF UHAM.BER8 O.F OOMM.E.RC.t:: 

OF THE EMPIRE. 

Oxford Court, Caunon Street, London, E.U. 

March 31st, 1911. 

Dear Sir,-I am instructed by the Congress Organising Committee 
to advise you that the Eighth Congress of Chambers of Commerce of the 
BritishEmpire will t1tke p1ace in London in t.h e summer of 1912 (probably 
in June), in acoordance with the preliminary announcement to that 
effect inserted in the recent Report of action taken upon the resolutions 
adopted by thc~ Sevtnth Congress, already sent you . 

.From experit>nce gained in the pu~t, a.nd by reason of the fact that 
ne:uly three months ~tre required in order that communications may be 
6ent out and replies received from the most distant portion of the J£m-
1Jire, it has be<:ln decided that the programme, in its final .wd d !tin:t •. 
form , shall be issued fwm thir; office not later t-han March 1st, 1912. 
Chambers will thus have ample time in which to consider the resolutwns 
mcluded therein and to instruct their delegates as to voting. lt h<>~ 
happeneJ in the pa.5t that 1 esolution8 have been received at the last 
moment in regard to which no oppo-rtunity had been allowed to dele· 
gu.tes to consult the organisations they representP.d. .t h 'd alwa ys 
been understood that Chambers have the right to submit additio1Hd 
fe solutions. to the President after the opening of the Congress, when 
the delegates present can vote upon their admissibility; but t his rule, 
in the opinion of the Committee, is only applicable to resolutions of 
obvious importance to Imperial commP-rce which it was impossible to 
include in the P rogramme a~ circulated. In other words this rule 
should not be taken to apply indiscriminately to any resolution
possibly of purely local importanc.e- which a delegate may desire to 
move on behalf of the body he represents. 

vVhilst emphasising the foregoing points, I may be allowed also to 
remind you tJhat resolution,; submitted to the Congress should, as far as 
possible, be such as are of direct interest to the Commerce of tue Empire 
as a whole, or to a considerable portion thereof, and not affecting only 
a 0omparatively limited area. 

The S·eventh Congress served to emphasise t wo points : the first, that 
the n umber of resolutions contained in ilhe p rogramme precluded th& 
possibility of adequate discussion of each ; and the second, that the time 
allocated to the business of the Congress was too short. 'l'he Committee 
do not put forward any definite recommendations in this direction, but 
trnst a.t the same time that these points will be kept in mind, in 
conjunction with the foregoing remarks as to the character and scope of 
the resolutions submitted for discussion. 

I n conformity with the course which has been followed previously, 
it is proposed to circulate, before the clos·e of the present year, a first 
dr:dt of the programme, to be followe.-1 "Probably by a second draft "'t 
an interval of a few months. 
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The Oommit:tee, of course, realise the diffict:l ty of deciding upon 
resolutions so far ahead, but the extent of the British Empire r enders it 
absolutely necessary that the organisation s~ould be taken in hand 
man y months in advance, and I am t herefore to request thn.t you will 
kindly keep the matter before you with a view to submitting resolutions 
as early as you conveniently cs,n do so. 

The Committee hope t o be in a position, within the next few months, 
to communicate to yon pa,rticulars of the general a,rrangements which 
will be made for the Congress and the reception of the over-seas dele· 
gates.- ! am, &c., 

CHARLES E. MUSGRA VE, Secretary. 

The Secretary, Ch~mber of Commerce. 

I 
PROPOSED NEW GENERAL UUSTOMS 'l'AIUF.I!' Oli' 

THE NETHERLANDS. 

Colonial Secretary's Office, 

Hongkong, 14th June, 1911. 

·Sir,-I am directed to enclose translation of the proposed new 
general Customs Tariff oE the Netherlands, and to request that I may 
be favoured at an early date with any observations your Chamber may 
desire to make upon it.-I am &c., 

C. OLEMENTI, for Colonial 8;ecretary. 

The Secretary, Chamber of Commerce, Hongkong. 

H ongkong General Chamber of Commerce, 
Hongkong, 7th July, 1911. 

Sir,- -I am di rected to acknowledge the receipt of your letter No. 
332&,11 covering translaLJvu of the proposed General Customs Tariff of 
the :0. etherlands, and to st J tE· that my Committee have IN obs~rvations 
tc make thereon. 

I am to expTess the thanks of my Committee fo1' the opport unity 
afforded t h<,m 

As request ed, I beg to return you the copy of the translation of the 
proposed Tariff.-! am, etc., 

E. ·A. M. WILLIAMS, Secr et a-ry. 

H on. Mr. W. D. Barnes, Oulonial Secretary. 

I . • ..,. ., p • ..t_• ~· :.. ~ 
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PROULAMATIONS BY THE COMMON WEALTH OF AUSTRALlA 

UN DER THE QUARANTINE AND CUSTOMS AUT. 
Commercial Commissioner in the East, 

Government of the State of New South Wales, 

1Kobe, 15th May, 1911. 

Sir,-·l have the honour t o submit the following copies of proclam~
t ions by the Government of the Commonwealth of Australia, for the 
information of the Members of your Ohamber of Commerce. -! am, &c. 

J. B. SvTOR. 

The Secretary, Chamber of Commerce, Hongkong. 

PROCLAMATION. 

"Whereas by the "Quarantine Act, 1908, it is enacted that the 
" Governor-General may, by proclamation, prohibit the impor tation 
"into Australia of any animals or plants, or parts of animals or 
"plant, and that the power of prohibition shall extend to prohibition 
"generally, or with limitations, as tu place and subject matter, and 
"either absolutely or subject to any specifted conditions o:r restric
"tions: 

"And, whereas by a proclamatirm published in the Gazette of 1st 
"Octobe1', 1910, the importation into Australia of potatoes from any 
"country in which ~he disease "Ohrysophylictis endobiotica'' is known 
"to exist was prohibited, and from any other country, unless certain 
"conditions were complied with: 

"And, where~,s by a proclamation published in the Gazette of 
"31st December, 1910, the importation into Australia of potatoes 
"in respect of the dise::tse caused by " P hytophthora. infestans" was 
"prohibited : 

"And, whereas it is desirable to amend and consolidate uhe said 
"proclamations : 

""Now,, there.8ore, I , W.illiam . Humb1A, Earl of Dudley, the 
"Governor-General aforesaid, acting with the advice of the F edem l 
" Executive Council, do hereby repeal the P roclamation of 1st 
"October, uno, so far as it rebtes to the importation of potatoes 
"in Australia, and I hereby repeal the P roclamation of 31st De~em
"ber, 1910, and I do hereby prohibit tJhe importat ion of potatoes from 
"any country unless-· 

1. 'They are accompanied by an official certificate, dated and 
"signed by a responsible officer of a Government Department 
"of the country of origin identifying the potatoes, specifying 
"£he quantity and certifying-
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(n,) "That at the date of the issue of the certificate tJhey were 
"free from the disease caused by "P'hytophtihora infestans 
''(known as Irish Blight), and from the disease "Ohrysophylict.is 
"endobiotica" (known as votato canker, black scab, warty 
"disease, and cauliflower disease in potatoes); 

(b) "'l'hat they were grown in the country named; 

(c) "That they were grown at least twenty miles from any place 
"known, after due investigation, to be, or to have been, within 
"five years infected with either of the said diseases: 

(d) "That they were p-acked in the country of origin in clean, 
new packages. 

2. "The bags, crates, or other packages containing the 
"potatoes are marked on the outside with the name of the 
"country of origin, and wit<h other distinguishing mark or 
"'marks. 

(3) The potatoes, after being landed, are planted in quar-
"antine in an approved place, and, their cultivation, found, 
"on inspection to be free from diRease. 

(4) "The importer enters into a bond in the sum of £50, con-
"ditioned tha.t he will pay the cost of inspection of the 
' 1potatoes and of supervision and that the potatoes and any 
"parts thereof, and any crop produ,ced therefrom, shall not be 
'rdug or removed from tJhe approved place without the written 
crpermission of the Chief Quarantine Officer, and that he will 
"give w1•itten notice of not less than one week to the Chief 
"Quarantine Officer of his desire to dig t he potatoes." 

"Provided that the Minister may permit potatoes which 
"are certifif)d by a Quarantine Officer to be free from disease 
"to be imported undeT, and subject to such conditions as the 
"Minister may think f1t to impose, for use as food." 

Given under my Hand and the Great Seal of the Common
wealth, this seventeenth day of March, in the year 
One thou~and nine hundred and eleven, and in the first 
year of His Majesty's reign. 

By His Excellency's Command, FRANK G. TUDOR. 

GOD SAVE THE KING. 

Colonial Secretary. 

PROCLAMATION. 

"Whereas by the "Customs Act," 1901-1910, it is enacted that all 
"goods the impor tation of which may be prohibited by proclamation 
"are prohibited imports, and that the power of prohibiting the 
"importation of good~ shall a.uthorise prohibition subject to any 
"special condition or restriction, and that goods imported contrary 
"to any such condition or restriction shall be p1•ohibited importR." 

. . -. >=':-..- .. 
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"And whereas ·it is desirable to prohibit the importat.ion into 
"the Co~monwealth of goods packed in bags or sacks whose con. 
" tents exceed two hundr ed pounds in weight, and which in regard 
"to unshipment ~ust necessarily be carried on the backs of the 
"persons employed in handling the same. " 

"Now, therefore, I, William Humble, Earl of Dudley, the Gover
"nor-General af<Oresaid, acting with the advice of the Federal 
"Executive Council, do ihereby p1·ohibit fl'OID and after the 1st day 
"of August, 1911, the importation into the Commonwealth of go·ods 
"oa·cked in bags or ~acks wihose cont ents exceed two hundred 
"pounds in weight, and whic.h, in regard to unshipment ~ust neces
"sarily be carried on the hacks of the persons employed m handlwg 
'" the same." 

Given under my Hand and the Great Seal of the Common
wealth, at Melbourne, this tenth day of Ma11ch, One 
thousand nine hundred and eleven, and in the first 
year of His Majesty's reign 

By His Excellency's Command, 
FRANK G. TUDOR. 

Minister of State for Trade and Customs . 

GOD SAVE THE KING. 

H ongkong Chamber of Commerce, 
Honglwng, 28th May, 1911. 

Sirr-I have the honour to acknowledge the receipt of your letter o f 
!15th May, 1911, forwar ding, for the information of my Committee, 
ClO'pies of Proclamations by !Jhe Government of the Commonwealth of 
Australia, under date of the lOth and 17th Mat'ch. 

These have duly been laid before my Commit tee who di:·ect me to 
tJhank you for your courteRy in placing the information before them.-1 
have, &c., 

E. A. M. WI LLIAMS, Secreta1·y. 

J . B. Sutor, Esq., Oommercial Commissioner in the East, 
Government of the 8tate of New South Wales, Kobe, J apan. 

CONTINUOUS CERTIFIOATES OF DISCHARGE TO 
CHINESE SEAMEN. 

Colonial S.ecr etary's Office, 
Hongkong, 31st March, 191 1. 

Sir,-I am directed to forward for the views of your Chamber draft 
r egulations which it is proposed t o wake under Section 42 of t he Mel'· 
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chant Shipping Ordinance, 1899, t ogether with a covering m_inute by the 
Harbour Mas<"r to par agraph 3, of which I am to draw spec1al attention 
- I am, Sir, &c., 

R. CROFTON, 
for Colonial Secretary. 

The Secretm·y, H ongkong General Chamber of Commerce. 

Regulations made by the Governor-in-Council un.der Section 42 
of the Mer chant Shipping Ordinance, 1899, (Ordmance No. 10 of 
1899), in relation to the engr gernent 11.nd D1scharge of Seamen 
this ... .... ..... day of.. .......... ... 1911. 

1. Wihen any Ohinese seamen shall be engaged at the Mercant ile 
Marine Offec·e for service in a ship whose articles of a:greement 
shall terminat e at Hongkong or elsewhere (other than Ch1~a Coast 
a r ticles) he shall produce t o the Superintendent of Mercant:le Ma.r
ine Office, or some peTson deputed by him a continuous d1schar~e 
book which shnJl cont ain his name, description and photograph m 
such fo·rm as shall be appr oved b y the Superintendent. 

2 I n the event of a.nv Ohinese se!tmen not ha-:·ing a continuous 
disc:harge book, such bo~k shall be issued by the .S!!perintendent 
and a charge of fifty cents shall be made for the sa:rr..e . 
3. The master of a ship whose articles of afr-·eement terminate 
at a port outside the Colony sb ;tll, on engaging a Chinese searn<'.n 
for ~eTVice in snC'h ship give an undertaking; to the satisfaction of 
the Smlel".intendent to be endorsed i.n the ship's articles, that the 
owner ;f su.c:h ship will bear the cost of his repatriation. 

Hon. Colonial Secret ary, 
1. Referring to the letter of 18/8{09 irom the Chamber of Commerre 

this ~ystem has been in force for some 11 years with regard to British 
seamen, a,nd h~.s proved of great vn.lue in maintaining discipline and 
good order in Bn·itish 1\IIPrdhant Ships, as in most cases the seamen ~.re 
not willing to risk an ent ry of bad character in tJhis continuous dis
dharge book whic.h is their char act.<;)r record, and is, as a rule search
ingly inspPcted by the master who r e(}uires the:r sec·vi0eq. I fail to see 
how the fact oE having, with British seamen, " continuous discharge 
can possibly cause any trouble at all to the ship owner. 

2. This difficulty with regard to similarity of name with Chinese 
and identifi.~ation will be greatly overcome Ly the proposed scheme wlrch 
fs to have two photographs, one pro:ile and one full face. 

3. ft is not intended that these regulations should apply to sea
men shinned on China C0ast articles, but only those on long voyage 
art icles . - - · 

The various masters and shipping compradores whom I ·hava con
sulted are in favour of this scheme of having a Continuous Discharge fo;· 

_""!: 
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Chinese seamen on long voyage articles, being introduced, and consider 
it would tend greatly to reduce desertions and to generally improve dis
cipline 

C. W . BEGKWITH, Harbour Master, 25/3{11. 
H ongkong Chamber of Commerce, 

H ongkong, 2nd May, 1911. 

Sir,-I n reply to your letter of th<" 31st March, 1911 (No. 6043/1909) 
requ{lsting the views of the Chamber on certain draft regulations which 
it is proposed t o make under Section 42 of the Merchant ShipniY1 rr 
Ordinance, 1899, I am di1·ected to £tate that they approve of the same 
being enacted as they nnderstand t.hat the proposed measures are not 
intended to apply to Chinese seitmen on China Ooast articles.-I 
&c., 

E. A. M. WILLIAMS, Secreta.)"'' 
Hon. Mr C. Clementi, Colonial Secretary 

L 
CONVENTIONS RESPECTI NG COLLISIONS AND SALVAGF 

AT SEA. 

Colonial Secretary's Office, 

Hongkong, 12th April, 1911 . 

Sir,-I am to forward copy of a circular despatch dated 8th March, 
received from the Secretary of State for the Colonies, and am to inquire 
whether your Chamber see any objection to the adherence of this Colony 
to the conventions enclosed.- I am, Sir, &c., 

EDW. BULLOCK, p.p. Colonial Secreta-

The Secret ary, Chamber of Commerce. 

Convention for the Unification of Certain Rules of Law witb Respect 

Respect to Assistance and Salvage at Sea. 
ARTICLE I. 

Assistance and salvage of sea-going vessels in danger, of any things 
on board, of freight and passage money, and also services of the same 
nature rende.red by sea-going vessels to vessels of inland navigation or 
vice versa, are subject to the following provisions, without any distinc
tion bein g dra.wn between the two kinds of service, viz., assistance and 
J;alvag,e,~ and in whateve>r waters the servicE:s hav'l been rendered. 

ARTICLE 2. 
Every act of assistance or salvage which has had a useful result gives 

a right to equitable remuneration. 

I 
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No remuneration is due if the services rendered have no beneficial 
' result. 

In no case shall the sum to be paid exceed the value of the property 
salved. 

ARTICLE 3. 

· Persons who have taken part in salvage operations notwithsta.nding 
the express and reasonable prohibition on the part of the vessel to 
which the services were rendered have no r ight t.o any remuneration 

ARTICLE 4. 

A tug has no right to remunera tion for assistance to or salvage of 
the vessel she is towing or of the vessel's cargo, except where she has 
rendered exceptional services which cannot be considered as rendered in 
fulfilment of the contract of tow age 

ARTICLE 5. 

Remuneration is due notwithstanding that the salvage services hav€ 
been rendered by or to vessels belonging to the same owner. 

ARTICLE 6. 

'l'he amount of remuneration is fixed by agreement between the 
parties and, failing agreemt>nt, by the Court. 

The proportion in which the remuneration is to be distributed 
amongst the salvors is fixed in the same manner. 

The apportionment of the remun eration amongst the owner, master 
and other persons in the service of each salving vessel shall be deter
mmed by the law of the vessel's flag. 

ARTICLF. 7. 

Every agrpement as to assistance or salvage entered into at the 
moment and under the influence of danger may, at the requegt of either 
party, be annulled or modified by 'the Court if it c.ons1ders that the con
ditions agreed upon are not. equitable. 

In all cases, when it is pToved that the con~ent of one of the parties 
is vitiated by fraud or concealment or whe.n the r emuneration is, in 
proportion to the services renderAd, in an excessive degree too large or 
too small, the agreement may be annulled or modified by the Court at 
the request of the 'Party affected. 

ARTICLE 8. 

The remuneration is fixed by the Court according to the circumstances 
of each case on the basis of the following considerations :--(a) firstly, 
the measure of r;u(,ces& obtained, the efforts and deserts of the &:olvors, 
the danger run by the salved vessel, by her p~.ssengers, crew and ca.rgo, 
b;v the salvors, u.nd hy the salving vessel; the t ime expended, the 
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expenses incurred and losses suffered, and the risks of liability and other 
risks run by the salvor s, and also t·he value of the property exposed to 
such risks, due regard being ,had to the special appropriation (if _a.ny) 
of the salvors' vessel for salvage purposes; (b) secondly, the value ot roe 
property sahed. 

'rhe same considerations apply [or the purpose of fixing tlhe 
apportionment provided for by the second paragraph of Article 6. 

The Court may deprive the salvors of all remuneration, or may 
award a reduced remuneration, if it appears that tihe salvors have by 
their fau1t rendered the salvage c.r as~;;istance necessary, c.r have bPen 
gml ty of theft, fraudul•mL concealment, or other acts of fraud. 

ARTICLE 9. 

No l'emunemtion is due from persons whose lives are saved, but 
nothing in this Artde shall affect the provisions of the national laws on 
this subject. 

Salvors of human life, who have taken part in the services rendered 
on the occasion of the accident giving rise to salvage or assistance, are 
entitled to a fair share of the remuneration awarded to the salvors 
of the vessel, her cargo, and accessories 

ARTICLE 10. 

A salv-age !IIC/tion is barred after an interval of two year s from 
the day on which tihe operations of assistance or salvage terminated. 

'Dhe .grounds upon which the said period of limitation may be sus
pended or interrupted are determined by the law of the Court where 
the case is tried . · 

The High Contracting Parties reserve to themselves the right to 
provide, by legislation in their respective countries, that the said period 
shall be extended in cases where it has not been possible to arrest 
the vessel assisted or salved in the territorial waters of the State in 
which the plaintiff has his domicile or principal place of busin>~~s 

ARTIOLE 11. 

~very master is bound, so far as he can do without s'lriocts dar.gH 
to h1s vessel, her crew and her passengers, to render assistance to every
body, even though an enemy, found at sea in danger of being lost . 

The owner of a vessel incurs no liability by reason of co<Jtr~> v1mtl..;n 
of the above provision. 

ARTICLE 12. 

. . The High Contracting Parties whose legislation does no~ C[)rbid 
mfrmgements of the preceding Article bind themselves to take or to 
J,>ropose. to their re~pe:::_tive legi~latures the measures necessary for the 
preventwn of ~uch mfrm~ements. · 
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'fhe High Contract ing Parties will communicate to one another 
as soon as possible the laws or regulations which have already been or 
may be hereafter promulgated in t heir States for g1ving effect to the 
abcvt· undertaking). 

ARTICLE 13. 

The Convention does not affect the provisions of national laws or 
international treaties ::ts regards the organisation of services of assis
tance and salvage by or under the cont rol of public authorities, nor, in 
particular, does it affect s·uch laws or treaties on the subject of the 
salvage of fishing gear. 

This Convention does not apply to ships of war or to Governmeiti 
sh1ps appropriated exclusively to a public ser vice. 

ARTIULE 15. 

The provisions of this Convention shall be applied as regards all 
persons interested when either t he assisting or salvmg vessel or the 
vessel assisted or salved belongs to one of the Contractmg States, and in 
any other cases for which the national laws provide. 

Provided always that-

(1) As regard persons interestE",i who belong to a non-contracting 
State t he applicat ion of the above proviswns may be made 
conditional upon ·reciprc,city. 

(2) Where all the persons interested belong to the same State 
as the Court trying the case, the provisions of the national 
law and not of the Uon ven tion are applicable. 

(3) Without prE>judice to any wider provisions of any national 
laws, Article 11 only applies as between vtBsels belonging 
to the States of the High Uontracting Part ies. 

:ARTICLE 16 .. 

Any one of the High Contracting Parties shall have the right, three 
years after this Convention comes into force, to call for a fresh Confer
ence with a view to possible amendments, and par ticul!l,r!y with a v1ew 
to extending, if possible, the sphere of its applicat ion. 

Any Power exercising this right must notify its intention t c, tlie other 
Pow ers through the Belgian Government which will make arrangetments 
iloo convening the Conference within six months. 

ARTICLE 17. 

l:ltates which h&ve not signed this c.mvention are allowed to adhere 
to it on request. Such u,dhesion sha ll be notified through the dip lomatic 
dhannel to the Belgian Government, and by the latter to each of the 
ot her Governments ; it shall become effective one mont h after the send
ing of the notification by the Belgian Government. 
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ARTICLE 18. 

'f his Convention should be ratified. After an int erval of at most one 
year from the day on which the Uo nvention is signed the Belgian Gov. 
ernment shall place itself in communicat ion with the Governments of the 
High· Contracting P arties which have decl~red themselves prepared to 
rat:iiy the Convention, with a v1ew to de-::1dmg whether 1t should be put 
into force: 

The r atific:ttions shall, if so decided, be deposited forthwith at Brus
sels, and the Uonvention shall come into force a month aft erwa rds. 

1'he protocol shall remain open another year in favour of the States 
l'epresented at the Brussels Conference. Af~e.r this inte_rval they can 
only adhere to :t on conforming with the provlt>Wns of Article 17. 

ARTICLE 19. 

In the case of one or other of the H igh Contracting Par ties denounc
ing th1s Uonvention, such denunciation ,_~all not take effect until a year 
after t he d;ty on which it has been 12otified to the Belgian G overnment, 
and the Convention shall r sm.'t:.U in force as between the other Uon· . 
tnwting P arties. 

I n witness whereof, ·Lhe .t>lenipotentiaries of the r espective States 
have signed this Convent.ion and have afiixed their seals thereto. 

Dnt'Nn ap at Brussels, one copy, September 23rd, 1910. 

Convention for the U nification of Certain Rules of Law with Respect 
t o Collisions. 

ARTICLE 1. 

Where a collision occurs between sea-· going vessels or between sea
going vessels and vessels of inland navigation the compensation due 
for damages caused to the vessels, or t o any things or persons on board 
thereof, shnll be settled in accordance with the following provisionR, in 
whatevet· waters the collision takes place. 

: .. 1-R TICLE 2. 

If the collision is ncciJenta.l, if it is caused by force majeure, or if the 
cn.use of the cdlision is left in doubt, the damages are borne by those 
who have suffered thern. 

This provision is applicable not.withstlmding the fact that the ves
sels, or any one of them, may be at anchor (or otherwise made fast) at 
the time of the casualty. 

AHTICLE 3. 

If the collision is cnused by thl' fault of cme of the vessels, liability 
to make good the damages attaches to the one which has com mitted 
t he fa.ult. 
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ARTICLE 4. 

If two or more vessels are in fa ult the liability of ~ach vessel ~s in 
t"ropmtion to the degree of th.e fa.ults respe~ti~ely comm~tted. ProvH_led 
t hat 1r, having regard to the cucumstances, 1t 1s not p<>ss1ble to estabhsh 
the degree of the respective faults, or if it appear s that the faults are 
equal, the liability is apportioned equally. 

'J'he damages caused, either to tbe vesse1s or to their cargoes or to 
the ettects or other property of the crews, passengers or other persons on 
board, are borne by the vessels in fault in the above proportions, and 
even to third parties a vessel is not liable for more than such propor
tion of such damages. 

In respect of damages causPcl hy death or personal InJuries the 
vessels in . fault are jointly as well as severally liable to third r,arties, 
without prejud ice however to the right of the vessel which has paid a 
larger part than tha.t which, in accnrdance with the provisions of the 
first paragraph of this ar ticle, she ought ultimately to bea.r, to obtain a 
contribution from t he other vessel or vessels in fault. 

It is left to tbe law of each country to determine, as r egards such 
right to obtain contribution, the meaning· and effec·t of any contract or 
provision e£ law which limits the liability of the owners of a vessel 
towards persons on board. 

ARTICLE IS. 

The liability imposed by the preceding Articles attaches in cases 
'Where rthe collision is caused by tbe fault of a ;pilot, even when the 
pilot is c?'rried by compulsion of law. 

ARTICLE 6. 

The right of action for the recovery of damages resulting from a 
collision is not conditional upon the entering of a protest or the fulf il
ment of any other special formality. 

All legal presumptions of fault in regard to liability for collision 
are abolished. 

ARTICLE 7. 
Act ions for the recOYf'ry of damages are barred after an interval 

of two years from the date of the casualty. 

The period within which an action must be instituted for enforcing the 
right to obtain contribution permitted by varagraph 3 of Article 4, 
Is one year from the date of payment. 

The ground~ upon which the said periods of limitation may be 
suspended or interrupted are determined by the law of the Court where 
the case is tried. 

rr:he High Contracting Parties reserve to themselves tJhe rigiht to 
!I)ro.vHfe, by legislation in their respective countries, that the said 
penods shall be extended in cases where it hae not been possible to 
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arrest the defendant vessel iu the terr·itorial waters of the State in which 
the plaintiff has his domicile or principal place of business. 

ARTIOLE 8. 

After a collision, the master of each of the vessels in collision is 
bound, so far as he can do so without serious danger to his vessel, her 
cr0w and her passengers, tu render assistance to the other ve~sel, her 
crew and her passengers. 

He is likew ise bound so far as possihle to make known the name of 
his vessel and the port to which she belongs, and also the names of the 
ports from which she comes and to which she is bound. 

A breach of the above provisiOns does not of itself impose any 
liability on the owner of a vessel. 

AR'l'lOLE 9. 

The High Contracting Parties whose legislation does not forbid 
infringements of the preceding Article bind, themselves to t a-ke or to 
vropose to their respective legislatures t.he measures necessa,ry for the 
prevention of such inrringements. 

'l'he H igh Contracting P arties will communicate to one another as 
soon as possible the laws or regulations which have already been or may 
be hereafter promulgated in their States for giving effect to the above 
undertaking. 

ARTICLE 10. 

Without prejudice to any Conventions which may hereafter be made, 
the provisions of this Convention do not affect m any way t he law in 
force in e;tch country with reg·ard to the limitation cf shipowners' 
liability, nor do they aifect the legal obhgations arising from contracts 
ut carnage or from any other contracts. 

ARTICLE 11. 

'l'his Convention does not apply to ships of war or Government ships 
appropriated exclusively to a public service. 

ARTICLE 12. 
The provisions of this Convention shall be applied as regards all 

persons interested when all the vessels concerned in any action belong to 
contra.oting States, and in any other cases for whiCh the nn.ti(lnf1.1 laws 
provide. 

Provided always that-
(1) As regards persons interested who belong to a non-contract

ing State the application of the a.bove provisions may be 
made conditional upon reciprocity. 

(2) Where all the persons interested belong to the same State 
as the Court trying the c.ase, the provisions of the national 
law and not of the Convention are applicable. 
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ARTICLE 13. 

'l'his Convention extends to the making good of damages which a 
vessel has caused to anothe.r vessel, or to goods or persons on board 
either vessel either by the execution or non-r,xecution of a manoeuvre 
or by the n~n-observance of the regulations, even if no collision has 
actually t aken place, 

ARTICL·E H. 

Any one of the High Contra.cting P ?,rties Ahall have the rig'ht, three 
years after this Convention comes into force, to call for a fresh Confer
~nce with a view to possible amend ments, and particularly with a view 
to extending, if possible, the sphere of it.s application, 

Any Power exercising this right must notify its intention to the 
other Powers through the Belgian Government, whi~h will make arrange
ments for convening the Conference within six months. 

~· RTICT · 15. 

St:>t.es which have not signed this Convention are allowed to r..:Ihere 
\c it on request Such adhesion shall be notified through the diplomatic 

channel to the Belgian Government, and by the latter to each of the 
ot.her Governments; it shall become effectiv-e one month after the send
ing of the not ification by the Belgian Government, 

ARTICLE 16. 

This Convention shall be ratified After an interval of at most one 
year from the day when the Convention is signed, the Belgian Govern
ment shall place itself in communication with the Governments of the 
High Contracting Parties which have declared themselves prepared to 
ratify the Convention, with a view to deciding whether it should be put 
into force. 

The ratifications shall if so decided, be deposited forthwith at 
Brussels, and the Con vention shall come into for ce a month aft~.rwards, 

The protocol shall r emain open another year in favour of the States 
represented at the Br ussels Conference After this interval they can only 
adhere to it on conforming with the provisions of Article 15. 

AR'fiOLE 17. 

In the oase of one or other of the High Contracting Parties d enounc
ing this Convention , such denunciation shall not take effect unti.l a year 
after the day on which it has been notified to the Belgian Goverr.ment, 
'and the Uonvention shall remain in force as between the other Contract. 
ing P a.rt.ies. 

ADDITIONAL ARTICLE. 
Notwithstanding anything in the provisions of Article 16, it is agreed 

that it shall not be ohligatory to give effect to the provisions of Article 6, 
establishing liability in cases where a collision is caused by the fault of 
a pilot carried by compulsion of law, u!ltil the High Contracting Parties 
shall have arrived at au agreement on the subject of the limitation oi 
liability of shipownsrs. 

35 

L 

In witness whereof, the Plenipotentianes of the several High Con
tracting .Parties have s1gned this Uonventiou and have affixed theit 
seals hereto. 

Drawn t:p at Bi·tissels, one copy, September 23rd, 1910. 

H ongkong General Chamber of Commerce, 

Hongkong, April 29th, 1911. 
Sir, -1 have the honour to a-cknowledge the r eceipt of your letter 

of 13th inst. covering copy of a despatch and enclosures fr.om the 
Secretary of State for the Colonies. 

My Com1nitter. have given the documents their consideration, and 
I am now directed to state that they ca.nnut see that objection exists 
to• the adherence of this Colony to the two I nternational Maritime Oon
ventions which have for their obj ect the unification of certain rules of 
law with respect to "Salvage and Assistance at Sea," and to " Colli· 
sions." 

'My Committee very much appreciate the courtesy of His Ex· 
cellency the Governor in referring the matter to the Chamber.-! 
am, etc., 

E. A. M. WILLIAM'S, Secretary. 
Hon. Mr. 0. Clementi, Colonial Secretary. 

:Dii 
"MATE'S RECEIPT." 

Hongkong, 4th May, 1911. 
Sir,-We beg to submit to you below extract of ad:vices we have 

received from our Calcutta Agents recently:-

"We shr..ll be obliged if you will kindly inform us if a Mate's 
"Receipt is accepted as a negotiable document at your port· our 
''solicitors bere hold that it is not, but we do not feel convi~ced 
"that they are right. The following ca~c has drawn our attention to 
"the matter:-

"'A' shipped some goods and was gmnted a Mate's Receipt in his 
"name; the steamer Company issued Bills of Lading to 'A' under a 
"letter of guarantee without Mate's Receipt- shortly after doing 
"so 'B' produced the Mate's Receipt to the ~~P.'tmer Company duly 
::e~dorsed over to him by 'if' and asked for Bills of Lading to b~ 
signed-the steamer Company refused, having already granted 

"Bills of Lading to 'A,' and held that 'B' had no ri.,.ht to demand 
;;same in ~pite o_f holding the endorsed Mate's RPcei;t, as only tne 

act ual shipper m whose name the Mate's Receipt had beAn granted 
"could be recognised as ·having a right to the Mate's Receipt it 
"not being a negotiable document. ' 
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' "rhe Mills Association here hold that whoever holds a Mate's 
<~Receipt even if not. in the name of the holder and if not even 
"endorsed over to the holder, ha s a lien on the goods in question." 
We shall esteem it a favour if you will be good enough to lay ~he 

forego.i,ng before your Committee with a view to ascertaining their. 
views on the point in question, so far as it affects the shipping trade of 
Hongkong.-We are, &c., 

JARDINE MATHESON & CO., LTD., 
General Managers, Indo-China S . .N. Co., Ltd. 

The Secretary, Hongkong General Chamber of Commerce,-Present. 

Hongkong General Chamber of COmmerce, 
Hongkong, 15th May, 1911.• 

· Sirs,-In reply to your letter of 4th inst, I am directed to state tJhat 
my Committee do not consider a " Mate's Receipt" may be regarded as a 
negotiable document. 

, They do not, of course, know what the legal r uling may be b ut 
consider that although "not negotiable" in the full sense of the term, a 
"Mate's Receipt" is prima facie evidence of ownership and in the case 
of your example a court of law would probably rule that 'B' was entitled 
to the Bills of Lading provided he could prove be was the holder of the 
"Mate'a Receipt" " for value received."-! am, &c. 

E. A. M. WILLIA:MS, Secretary 

Messrs Jardine Matheson and Co, Ltd., Hongkong. 

IMPERIAL PREFERENTIAL TARIFF. 
Bangalore, January 27, 1911. 

Dear s ·ir,-I am directed to invite your attent ion to a Resolution 
which was adopted, nem. con., at the last Annual General Meeting of 
this Associa tion. 

A copy of the Resolution is annexed.-! am, etc., 
HARRY AMHERS'l', Secretary. 

The Secreta ry, Hong )Kong Chamber of Commerce. 

· I mper ial Preferential Tariff. 

'rhat this Associat ion do affinn its complete adherence to the follow· 
ing Creed with regard to Imperial Tariff.-

-. ,x_~.,.,. ... 
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(a) We believe tha t the •British-grown "Coffee" will be benefited 
b y a preference in duty, and t hat it is sufficient in quant ity 
for the consumption of the E mpire. 

(b) We believe that a preference in duty in favour of Br itish-grown 
"Tea" will have the effect of displacing inferim teas ; and, 
by giving the citizens of the Empire a wholesomer and better 
beverage, the moral and physical condition of the poorer 
clases will be impr oved. 

(c) We believe that a p referential treatment for " R ubber" will, in 
in the· near future, prove of inestimable value to an industry 
in which millions of British Capital have been and are being 
invested. 

· (d) We believe that a preferential t ariff for "Cinc'hona Bark" and 
"Quinine" i s a matter of I mperial importance, and should 
receive the a ttention of every far seeing British Statesman. 

(e) We believe that preference with "Cocoa" would remove the 
pogsibility of such a pitiful scandal as the one with which thf' 
name of reputable British firms were recently connected. 

(f) We believe that attention has not; been sufficiently called to the 
danger to Great Brita in and the Empire incurred by relying tt> 
such a very great extent on the supply of cotton from the 
United States of America, and that a p referential treatment 
for British·grown "Cotton," by encouraging adequate pro
duction within the Empire, is the only way to safeguard t he 
inter est s of Lancas'hire for all time. 

(g) We believe that British-grown "Wheat" is necesar y in sufficient 
quantities to meet the consumption of the Empire, and to 
save nny part of it fr:om the possibility of starva tion in time 
of war, and that the only means to attain this ideal result is 
by giving S!ritish-grown Wheat a pr efer ence. 

(h) We believe that a complete I mperial P reference Tariff is essen 
tial t o the maintenance of the power and prosperity of the 
British Empire, and that every effort ought t o be made to 
render the Empire sel£-supportitJg. 

(i) We hPlieve that the sentiment that would . be engendered by 11. . 

Preferential T.arif£ throughout the Empire would pr ove to be 
an Imperial Asset and a bond of union of even greater value 
t,han the benefits that would arise from its Commercial aspect : 

And that t.his Association d0 commnnicatP. these views to all other 
Associations, P ublic and P rivate Bodies, Members of P arliamen t and 
Legtslat ive Councillors throughout the Empire, asking for their opinions 
and for t heir artive cp-opemtiop in furthering the cause of Imperial Tariff 
Eefonu 
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Ilong·kong General Chamber of Commerce, 

Hongkung, 2-1th February, 1911. 

Ban ga.lore, India. 

Dear Sir,- I beg to acknow ledge the receipt of your letter of 27th 
January, 1911, covering a copy of a resolution passed by your Members 
at the Annual General Meeting on the subject of t he "Imperial Prefer
ential 'I a riff." 

I hflve laid the same before my Cnmmittee who direct me to thank 
you for your courtesy in forward1ng a copy of the res0lution to them.
! am, &c., 

E. A. M. WILLIA MS, Secretary. 

The Secretary, United Planters' Association of Southern India 

BOARDING OF INCOMIN<i STEAMERS BY CHINE·SE. 

Hongkong Chamber of Commerce, 

Hongkong, 8th April, 1911. 

Sir, --My Commit tee have been approac·hed b y several of the prin
cipal shipping agents of the Colony with regard to the lack of supervision 
over Sampans and Launches belonging to or hired by Chinese B oarding 
House K eepers, which cr aft. meet and obstruct steamers car rying Coolie 
passengers outside the limits of tbe Harbour. 

The foll owing extract from t he letter of a Master to his O wners 
will perhaps mak£> the ;,ituat i.on cleare r to you than I can h ope to do. 

"I beg to submit to your notice the very serious position in whwb 
"we as ship masters of Fteamers are placed regarding the forcibly 
''hoardin g of our ~ lnp.> Vl hile :vet at sea by t'unner s from the van:> 't9 
"Chinese Boarding Houses in the Colony touting for passengers a 
" long way outside the Harbour Limits, also t he grave sit uation in 
"which we ma.y at any time find O"urselves by sinking any of the 
"sampans so employed. 

"Their methods are as follows : When a steamer is expected 
"from the Straits with Chinese passengers, lar,ge sampans manned 
'' by from eight. to ten n imble young men are towed out by launches 
"and left in the direct path of steamers inward bound, they at once 
"pull across the vessel's bows trusting to h ook on somewhere whicb 
'is done by using a long bamboo with a hook at the end and lonll' 
"towing line. If successful, four or five men out of each boat climr 
"on board and the sampan drops astern. 

"There are six or eight sampans so employed, having abont 
"thirty runners on board, who at on ce create a p erfect con fu sion 
" a,mong the passengers by shout ing at the pitcp of their voices an~ 
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''hustlin c:r them about. A much more serious situation is created 
"when this boarding is carried out dur ing the. hours of d arkness. 
"such as occurred this trip, five miles outs1de ~amma Island, 
" a bout 0.30 a.m. , when two sampans without hghts suddenly 
''appeared, one on either bow close to, one of ~hem managed to hook 
"on while the other missed, but was soon :rncked up by a launch, 
"three others being in attendance. 

"Before reaching Green I sland four other sampans put runners 
"on board. At 2.00 a.m. anchored off \Veste·rn Entrance gas buo!8• 
"the noise continued until daylight came in, when about one-thutl 
"of the uass~mgers had left the vesseL This is r epeated on e:rery 
"voyage,· and is not so ser ious when taking place during ~ayhght 
"but is quite a different matter on a dark mght a p proac'hmg port 
"when the safety of the ship is the first care of the Mast er. Surel~ 
" these law br eaker s do wrong a t their own peril, and on thell' 
"should rest the consequences." 

" E arnestlv 'hoping you will bring tJhis matter before tlH· 
"Authorities :.Vh o have power to d eal with it b efore some seriour 
"accid ent takes place." 
Again from another Master:-

" I believe that the Firm are anxious th~t every reasonable pre
"caution Rhould be taken by myself and Offic ers, to ensure a,s far 
" as p racticable, the safe carriage to destinatio~ of the valuable 
' 'ca rgoes the ship 'has w convey. I therefore cons1der that should 1 
"allow unchecked by authority. hordes of stran ger Chinese to 
"board the ship in the dark, and run r iot all over the deckg a ~\ :1 

" between decks carr ying inflammable paper lanterns, I should be 

"failing in my d uty to the Firm by giving sue~ people opportuniti ~s 
" of which they migh t avail themselves of lootmg bhe cargo at then' 
"will or of set ting t he ship on .fir e by the carel ess h'andling of thos•~ 
" pa.;er lanterns amongst the passenge.rs' inflammable luggage." 

It is pointed out that such boarding of st eamers being illegal, ear.h 
offender is liable to a penalty, which, however, consists of a small fine 
im posed at the Magistracy or H arbour Office, and which is undoubtedly 
paid by the Boarding H ouse Keeper employing the culpr it. 

In the case of t owing launches aiding and abetting the sampans 
and runners, 1Jhe maximum penalty a llowed by the Ordinance does not 
ad as any deterrent. 

P rosecution is madE> more difficult by the fact that sampans and 
launches drop sacks and old canvas over their n ames or n umbers so t hat 
such a re indiRtinguishable fr om the steamer ' s deck. 

My Committee consider t hat special l egislat ion is very necesRary in 
this matter , and a severe te rm of imprisonment without the option of a 
fi.ne seems to thena to be t he only cure. 
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For a e.ut:ond offet:lle tile confiscation of the boat or sampan is c;ug 
gested. 

My Oommitee feel confident that this prote.;t will have the sympathy 
of H.E. 'l'he Governor, and hope that not only will the revision or the 
existing Ordinar,c~ receive the earl~ consideration of Government, 1ut 
active steps be taken to stop tbe very dangerous pract.1ce. -I am, etc., 

R A. M. WIL:::..IA,MS, Secretary. 

The Honourable The Colonial Secretary. 

Colonial Secretary's Office, 

l::l.ongkong, 8th May, 1911. 

t:!ir,-1 am di,·e<.,ted to acknowledge t..he receipt of your letter of 
8th April, on the subject of the obstruction caused to incoming steamers 
by sampans and launches belonging to or hired by Chinese Boarding 
House keepers, and to inform you that this matter has engaged the 
earnest attention of Government for some years past. 

(2.) Persons committing this offence are, as you know, liable to a 
fpenalty not exceeding $50 or to imprisonment with or without hard 
labour for any term not exceeding two months. As regards the first 
penalty fines up to the maximum amount have been inflicted, but have 
been found useless as a deterrent for the reason stated m your letter 
namely, that they are usually, if not il;tvariably, paid by the boarding 
house keepers. As regards the second the Acting H arbour Master m 
November 1909 gave a boarding house runner two months' imprison
ment with hard labour, which had an excellent effect 'for some time but, 
the punishments inflicted by the Harbour Master for this and other 
offences committed in the waters of the Colony were in the same year 
represented through one of the Members of the Legislative Uouncil as 
being excessive, and ma.rine cases other than those of a techmcal nature 
were acoordingly tran"!ferred to the Police Magistrate. ' 

(3) The root of the difficulty, however, lies in the disinclmation on 
the part of the shipping companies to prosecute offenders. A case only 
r ecently occurred in which, although a number of launchee were sum
moned for obstructing an inward hound vessel, two of the companies 
refused to allow t.heir names to appear in the case. In th1s connection 
I am to point out t.hat. thP. onn£1 of proof lies under section 26 (e) of the 
Merchant Slhipping Ordinance, 1899, upon the Master or Officer in 
charge of a ship. 

(4) Under section 37 (13) launches were formerly allowed to leave 
any port of the Colony on payment of the prescribed ree of 25 cents 
without further formality. The Harbour Master has now stopped thiS 
'practice and only grants sudh perrroit.s after due inquiry and subject to 
the condition t:hat they do not permit holrlers to tow boats outsl<tu 
harbour limits. 

__ •_.:_~ _ · • • D ... i.i'. - 1 
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(5) In conclusion I am t.o inform you that the whole question has 
again been rep1·esented to the Police Magistrate who states that he 1s 
prepared in future on sufficient cause being sho>l n to deal with such 
case in exemplary fashion. It remains therefore for the Uompames 
in tf)rested to co operate with Government to effect the end desired.-
! am, &c., 

C. CLEMENT!, Colonial l::lecretary. 

The Secretary, Hong J{ong Chamber of Commerce. 

Hongkong General Charnner of Comm<:tce, 

H ongkong, 15th J une, 1911. 

Sir,-I have now the honour to rP-ply to your letter of 8th Ma.v 011 

the subject of the obstruction caused hy incommg steamers hy sampans 
and launchea belonging to or hired by Chinese Roardmg !:Louse 
keepers. 

Your letter ha s been carefully comirlerr.<l hy roP.mhers of the Cham 
ber competent to give a reasoned opinion on the m:1tter, whose report 
is set out helow :-

1. ' 'Although the matter has engaged the earnest attention of 
' 'the Government for t'lme years past," no remedy is proposed, 
''except that more freqt.:-nt prosecution should be made by tht> 
"Shipping Companies, :t suggestion, which, as we expbin later. i~ 
"from their point of view quite unsuit.able, and whieh. also in Yiew 
"of the admission made by the Colonial Secretn.ry t.h~~.t. "fines of the 
"maximum amount h aV"e been inflicted but have been found usele:<~ 
"as a deterrent"-would not in our opinion be of p·ractical benefit . 

2. The Colonial Secretary points ont that the onus of proof of 
"illegal boarding, by Section 26 of the Me1-chant.s' S•h ipping Urdt· 
'"nance, 1899, is placed on the :\faster or Officer-in-Charge of the 
''ship concerned and in r eply we would say, that to prosecnte yotmg 
"men who, at the peril of their lives, board steamers, .going at full 
"stJeed , while the Boarding H onse keepers (their employers) :tnd 
"the owne~s of s::unp.·ms and la.nnches who are the real offenders 
"remain in absolute security,-serves no useful purpose, 1noreover, 
"as the Government itself admits the maximum fines when in· 
"flicted on these youths have been found useless a s a deterrent. 

"In this connection, and as :t possible explanation of fines fai l
"ing oo act a.s a deterrent, we desire to bring to the notice of the 
" Chamber the risk of a "taboo" or "boycott," which Shi,pping Uom. 
"panies now-a· days incm·, if their officers venture to proRecnte 
'(or even if the Police themselves prosecute) launches or owners who 
"illegally make fast to, ot· board, vessels with which such Shipping 
' 'Companies are concerned. 
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"The proposed "taboo" or "boycott" is as a rule anonymously 
"notified, (or at all events in such a manner as to prevent posst
"bility of detection) but so effective is the weapon, that once put 
"into effect, the monetary loss, sufiered by those it is levelled 
"against is by dislocation of business almost incalculable. 

"We venture to think that the Chamber will agree with us that 
"since the Shipping Ordinance in question was framed, c0nditions 
"generally have undergone a distinct change, moreover, owing t0 
"many causes the Chinaman has in the interval realized the strengt:b 
''of a "taboo" or "boycott," and while using it as a "means to an 
·"end" he altogether ignores the injustice <lr :hardships fhereby 
"imposed on innocent parties. It is not practicable for mil.iviclual 
"'Firms to successfully combat "taboos" or "'boyc-otts,'' and there
" fore the time has come when it is up to the Government to aban
"don its apparent apathetic attitude, and devise effeclive means 
"of brotecting the Shipping community and of seeing that the laws 
"of t:he Colony are duly respected .. 

3. "We think the following remedial measures, if instituted, 
"would have a salutary effect:-

(a) "Remove the onus of proof from the Master or Officer-in. 
"Charge of the ship. 

(b) "Re~ister all Boarding H ouse runners, and inflict a severe 
"punishment on any unregistered runner w'ho boards a ship. 

(c) "Increase the penalt•ies for illegal bonrdir1g, and mn,ke it 
"IY'ssible to confiscate sampans and launches aiding and abetting 
"hn:uders. 

(d) Government to provide a serviceable patrol b oat. with 
"B:eadouJLrters at , sa.y, Ll~tma 0r Dumh~ll Island, the d nt.y ~f s~ch 
"patrol boat being to "s!)eak" all vessels entering the P ort from 
''t.he S···uth, anrl to afford aHRistancP. S!Jecially to Steamers with 
''Deck !)aRsAnR"ers, n.nd deal with l11tmches and sampans illegallv 
"placing boarders on such Rteamers. ' . 

"We are of opinion that it will only require, at most, say, two 
' '..,r three ~;entences of imprisonment with hard labour, inflicted on 
"iJ!Pgal b()arrlf>rs, and one confiscation of a launch or samnan to 
"ef1ect.ual1y ~to~1 the evil of which we complain. With reg-ard to 
"nar {d) it is vrobable also that in connection with the suppression 
"of this illegal POarflir.,g', the suggRsted patrol launch need ntlt be a. 
"nermanePcy, thoug:h in our opinion it wodd serve much useful 
"purpose in other ways, and enable the Authorities to more effec
"•;vely cnntrol t.he Shipping •mtrTing t:his H~trbour. 

4. "Although the matt.er is not referred m in the letter sent for 
"our perusal, we would draw attention to the violation of the 
::colon(s Qu:trantinP and Excise Laws, by reason of this illegal 

boardmg, and we beg to enclo~e for tJhe information of the Cham-
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"ber, an extract from a Shipping Paper, published at Shanghai, 
"i.e., ·-·" The Leading Light,'' from which it will be noted that the 
"abuse complained of is recognised at other P orts in China as 
"being not only an excessive harcl~bip on Captains and Officers, 
"cut also a positive clanger to the he11lt.h of t'he Colony." 

Mv Committee respectfully submit tht> above suggestions to the 
consid.eration of His Excellency tht> GovRrnor, and believe that, if 
adopted, they would lead to t.he ces~at.ion of a vf'ry great inconvenience 
and danger.-, I am, &c., 

E. A M. WILLIAMS, Secretary. 

The Honourable The Colonial Secretary. 

Colonial Secretary's Office, 
H ongkong, 15th August, 1911. 

Sir,-I am directed to aeknowledge your letter of June 13bh reporting 
to Government the ca.refully considered opinion of the members of 
ynur Chamber who are most competent to give a reasoned opinion on 
the subject of the boarding of incoming steamers by Ohmese. 

2. The report com~lains that no remedy is proposed. The obvious 
and proper remedy is that the Owners and their employees who are in 
:-harge of the ship should arrest and hand over to the Police or prose
~ute persons who illegally board her. A,s the report frankly admits 
t hat the owners do not take action for fear of incurring a "boycott" 
the object of my letter was t o invite them to suggest an alternative 
course. The Harbour Master has already taken exceptionally strong 
measures, and on 17th June fue owner of a boat was convicted of the 
offence referred to and sentenced to two months' imprisonment with 
hard labour, and no case has occurred since then. With regard to the 
difficulty the Police have in this matter, t he Harbour Master reports as 
follows :-"I would point out that the Police have always had great 
difficulty in seizing boats which put their runners on board ships under 
way, both outside and inside the H arbour. H the Police patrol is on 
one side in sight, they board on the other side. The boat s'hoves off 
at once and is lost amidst sampans, cargo boats, etc., lying about." 
It is true that I pointed out that t.he infliction of fines on persons who 
are tound to have illegally boarded a vessel has proved no deterrent, 
but I am of opinion th~tt if Masters will :trre~t and 'hand over to the 
Police or prosecute such persons and the Magistrates impose sentences 
of im!Jrisonment instead of fines, they will be found to be deterrent.. If 
not, the ~~lternative (JI c~Lncelling 1Jht~ licenses of Boarding Houses which 
tout in this way will be consirlered. It appears, however, from yom· 
letter, t;hat the Owners are afraid of incurring a "boy<'ott" not only if 
they themselves prosecute but ewm if the P olice do so. 

3. With Tegard to th~ remevirtl measure proposed in your t hird 
para~r!J.Ph: 
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(a) I regret that I was in error in stating in my letter of 8th 
May 1911, tha t the onus of proof lies on the Ma~ter of a ship. It is on 
the person charged ; 

(b) I attach a minut e hy the A~sistant Regist rar General dated 
the 4th July, 1911, on the question of r egistration of ;Boarding House 
runners. As regards the recommendation "to inflict a very severe pun
ishment on any unregistered r unner '<~'ho boards a ship," I may observe 
that. in the first plac·e this cannot be done unless \he man is arrested or 
summoned or r ep or t ed to tlhe Police, and in the second place that the 
punishment lies with t!he Court and not with the ExecutJive Govern-
ment; · ---

(c) The penal~ies for illeg~l boarding !tre ~uite heavy. That they 
should have proved madequate 1s due not to the1r want of. severity hut 
rat~er to the faC't that owing to t he reluctance of the Shipping Com
pamcs to an-est or prosecute, they are not often sufficiently imposed. 
To me~t this difficnlty the drafL Ordinallce enclosed has been prepar ed : 
you w1ll observe that it makes it compulsory upon Masters of vessels 
to make a full report to the Harbour M;tster if they are illegally 
~oarded_, nt~der l1enalty for neglect t o do so. All Masters being equally 
l ~ahl_e! 1t Ill suggcF. t •.:d that no part icular Rhip would incur special 
hatnbty to "boyeott '' I shall be ohlived it' you will favour the Govern
me~t ".·it.h the views of your Oommitt~e as to the utilit~· oi thiR scct i.m 
\'ihtch 1s strongly advoca t ed by the Harbour Master ; 

. (d) In reference to the fourtih remedi:d measure suggested, I an. 
d !rcctcd tn quot.e the following minute by the H a rbour Master: "1 do 
not thin~ tha.t one launch would be able to make an efficient patrol, as 
thm'~e slnp~, are r epor t f'd :tt _time;;, boarded off Gap Rock and Lingtin 
I sland, wh1ch places are 25 m1bs dista.nt from the pr oposed Police base. 
I am of opinion t.~at if ships coming to this Port wit h Chinese passen

. gers wou~d stand 1n close to Gap I-\;'"lck, and signnl through, either, by 
day or mght, tD the Wa.ter PolicE; l'a.ying wh~t time thev would arrive 
at Green I sland, ami, asking the Police to meet th em thNe, it would 
have a deterrent effect. The s. s. "Fock 8Jtng" of JM:essr s J ardine 
Matheson :md Company has done t,his hr tl1e lnst six months with 
sn?cess. Should any runner come on board he should be arrested by the 
sh1p and turned over to the Police on anival." 

4. The Government is fully alive to the dangers referred to i n your 
otth paragrnph.-I am, &c. , 

WtARREN" 13AR.NES, Colonial Secretary. 
The Secretary, Hong ,Kong Chamber of Commr.rce. 

Draft Sections Amending the Mer ch ant Shipping Ordinance, 1899. 

.1. There shall be. added ~~ the end of Section 22 o£ the Principal 
Ordmance the . followm~ additwmd snh section: 
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ll) If any person not being in H is Majesty 's service makes fast 
or causes to make fa,t>t to a ship under way within the waters of 
the Uolony any boat or other vessel unless with the permission 
of the Master or Officer in charge of such ship, every such Master 
~:;hall, within twenty-four hours after arrival at any P ort of the 
Colony, rep•Jrt t he fact to the H n-rbour Master or his .Deputy, and 
shall give sueh other information m his possession as may be 
required of him. Any Mastl~r who wiltully di~obeys or neglects 
t o comply "·ith the provisions of thi~ snb-ser:tion shall be liab le 
to a penalty not exceecling t,w enty -five dollars. 

2. Section 26 (l) of the Principal Ordinance is hereby amended · 
by the omission of the words "other P<~rson in chr,rge or any ship to 
Lake into custody and deliver up forthwith" and the substitution oi 
t.he following "any Ofl1cer of the ship authorised so to d o by t..l-Je :Master 
of any ship to take into custody, 1\Hd detain until i t is p ossible to 
deliver up," &c. 

Minute of 4/7/ 11, by the AsRistant R cgistra.r General. 

R e 3b of Chamber of CorumercP's Letter . 

1. I do not see how regist ering Hoarding House runners affects the 
point at issue, "Which is primarily to vrevent sampans and launches 
making fast t-o a ship umlerway. Stop the launche:1 and sampans making 
fast while under way and no Boarding House :runner can get on board, 
till the ship anchors. Looking at the thing from tht. passengers point 
of v1ew it is an adva.ntage to give over t.he luggage to a Boarding 
H-ouse runner who is then responsible for it, t:Jhen when the ship 
reaches t he buoy t he passenger has no trouble fi.glhting to get his 
luggage off. It is all in charge of the Boarding H ouse r unner and the 
passenger gets in the sampan or launch, and his luggage is brought 
t.o the ~Boarding House by the Bo;J.rdin g H ouse fokei in a separate 
sampan. 

2. I have S!'JOken to several of 1Boardiug Houses and thev did not 
;;:-em to lay any streHs on h aving their fokeis board before the ship is 
t.u'ld up. But as long _ns one do~s, all will; the a~.gisted Boarding 
Houses do not meet sh1ps from Smgapore. The system is that the 
sampan gets 30 cents a head for every passenger brought to the Board
ing H?use, the _Honrding H ouses engage the sa.mpans, but they only 
~et pa1d accordm~ to th~ number of passengers brought to the Board
mg House, a foke1 goes m the sampan. lf there are a large number of 
passenger!~ expected, a launch will be engaged, and be paid on the 
snme system. 

3 . I have se~n myself while sailing through t he Harbour, a crowd 
~~ launches towmg em_pty cargo boat.'! waiting· to make fast to a 
Smgapore s~e~mer. lf such empty cargo boats make fast inside it is 
extremely dlflicult for passengers to r each sampans which are so much 
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lo·wer than an empty cargo boat, and there is every reason for passen
ger boats to make fast first .. 

4. Each Boarding House fokei could wear a badge (like Assisted 
Boarding Houses on ships leaving for Singapore) and each £oarding 
House ccnld .be allowed so many badges according to the number their 
Boardmg House accommodates, but 1 do not think the Shippmg people 
object to the presence nf fokeis on board a fter the ship is tied up. 
'l'he aim of tihe Shipping people is to get off the passengers as soon as 
possible in order to work cargo. 

n. 'rhe whole matter lies in the hands of the Shipping people, the 
Harbour Master, and Water Police. If the Shipping people would 
make use of the pr~sent law they would soon put an end to the trouble, 
but the other day Bassoon's begged that the law might be not enforced 
as it was important to get their ships away quickly. 

JOHN D. LLOYD. 
The Honourable, 

The Coloni:Ll Secretary, 

Colonial Secretary's Office, 

Hongkong, 26th Septemer, 1911. 

Sir, -I am directed to draw your attention to the letter from this 
rlepartment No. 1986/11 of the 15th ultimo, and to inform you that His 
Legislative Council the enclosed draft of a bill amending sections 22 a-nd 
26 (1) of the Merchant Snippmg Ordinance.-! am, ~hr, your obedient 
servant, 

WARREN BARNES, Colonial Secretary. 

The Secretary, Hongkong General Chamber of Commerce. 

Draft Section Amending the Merchant Shipping Ordinance. 

l. There shall be added at the end of section 22 of the Principal 
Ordinance the following additional sub-section. 

(7.) If any person not being in His Ivlajesty'~ service makes fast 
or causes to be made fast tn a ship under way within the waters 
of thll Colony any boat or other vessel unless with the permission 
of the maRter or officer in charge of such ship, every such rna.ster 
shall, within twenty-four hours after arrival at any port of the 
Colony, report tbe fact to the Harbour Master or his Deput:v. 
and shall give such other information in his posesswn as may 
be requir ed of him. Any macter who wilfully disobeys or neglects 
to comply with the provisions of this sub-section shall be Jiabl!l 
to a pena.lty noi; exceeding twenty-five dollars. 
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2. Section 2Gj l of the Principal Ordinance is hereby amended by the 
omission of the words "other nerson in charge of any ship to take into 
custody and deliver up for thwith" and t he substitution of the followinz 
.. any officer of the ship authorised so to do by the m11ster of any ship to 
take into custody, and d et ain until it is possible to deliver up'' &c. 

H ongkong Chamber of Commerce, 

Hongkong, 9th October, 1911. 

Sir,·-1 have now the honour to reply to your letter of ilhe 15th 
August, 1911, (No. 1986/ tl) on the subject l'f the boarding of incoming 
s ;·.uuner~ by Chinese. 

'l'he matter has been carefully considered by a Committee of Ship· 
ping experts whose revort is here set for th :-

1. Generally speaking the Government's reply is very disappoint
mg, mas:nuch as notw1thstanding the careful and clear manner in 
which the case has been laid before them practically no progress what
t'ver, appears t o havt> been made towards the end in view, and muoh of 
what the Colonial Secretary writes is more or less merely a reiteration 
of p revious correspondence on tJhe subject. 

2. With regard to paragraph 2 of iJhe letter in question, we have 
<tlready exp lained that to prosecut.e the actual boarders -of vessels is 
useless, as the real offE'nders, viz , tj 1Pir employ~rs, the Boarding House 
proprietors, are not affected thereby, and it is certain that such pr->se
cnt.wn would not in any way act as a deterrent. We still admit 
the fear of a "boycott," and we submit it is not for us but for the 
Government to suggest meaiH! whereby the laws of the Colony can be 
enforced without the trade being paralysed. As regards the Harbour 
Master 's Minute, sta~ing, that the boats which put runners on board a 
vessel immediately mix with other craft, thus making it extremely 
difficult for the Police to effect any seizure, this no doubt is perfectly 
correct so far as boarding in the Harbour is concerned, but it does not 
npply when tne bc>ardin g ta l;:es ]•lace wet! outsid e, as It would be impos
sible for the boats to eRcape detection in tbe manner described, say, 
near L :w nn a. I sland. It is this hoardin g outside the Harbour Limits whir;h 
]s our principal cause for complaint, little trouble as a rule being 
experienced in the Harbour itself. 

J We note from paragrap~ 1 (a) that the onus of proof lies on the 
pers,m r:harged, not on the Master of a ship, but we would point out 
that the sub-sectwn (b) merely again raises the point regarding the 
prvsf~cution of runners which has been fully dealt with already. A.s 
regard~ the question of a patrol launch we do not agree with the views 
of the H v,rbonr Master as set forth in (d). lt is true t1hat bDardmg 
might take place within a, Ia:::ge radius of the P olice base, but it must 
not be cverJooked that to get to any spot, say within twenty-five miles 

• 
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of the Colony in the direct track of vc;ssels coming from Singapore, 
launches \lith sampans in tow would have to pass the Pat r ol 
boat, as it IS hardly likely tney would take the troubl~ 
to proceed out through Lyeemuu and around the back .or 
Lamma Island to attain their object. It would be t'he duty of th ~ 
l'atrot boat of cour~e to stop and question an~ launches or sai?pans, 
whose movements were Ruspiciou~, and we thmk -,I:Ja.t a serviceable 
t ol1c9 launch statwned between the West side of Lamma Island anr: 
the East side of Dumbdl I sland would afford sufficient protection of the 
kmd 1 equir ed not only for ships carrying coolie passengers but for ·tll 
ve~seis entering the Colony from that direction. It must be remem
bt rec! that all launehes leaving the Harbour Limits :tre supposed to 
obta.h1 permits from the Harbour Office, and the suggested .Patrol 
l~uncn could see that this regulation in common with many others w<ts 
t·.em~. (")rr>plied with. 

o(l The proposed amendment of the Shipping Ordinance, 1899, 
would in our opmion merely mean the compulsory prosecution Df tl •e 
runuers actually boaruing vessels, and, as has appeared clearly in .t,he 
correspondence which has passed ou the subject, sucll prosecutiOn 
has proved abortive. Besides, it is not at all certain that the s~mple 
reporting by the Master of a vessel, of a. case of boarding, would 
necessartl,y lead to even the apprehension of the runners concerned. As 
a lready explained in our !Jrevious letters, owing to launches aDd sam
pans 'having their numbers, &c., covered up the Master would usually 
not be able to give any particulars of the cra.It, and it is very doubtful 
whether the fact of such reporting being compulsory would prevent 
the possibility of a ; 'boycott." Very probably the Ohinese concerned 
\would not understand the position, and we fear that trouble would 
be extremely likP.ly to result. In addition we might point out that 
whereas outside ~~\C Harbour th.o Officers are always aware when their 
vessel is hoarcled: it is a different matter inside, when the navigation 
of t.he ship is c laiming the attention of all c.onc·erned, and cases of 
boarding might th,en easily be overlooked and not reported. 

5. The Colonial Secretar y states (Para. 4) that t.he Govemment 
are fully alive to the dangerR r eferred to in paragr:.ph 4 of your letter 
of .JunE'l ~th , and we sh·0ngly recommend that yonr Chamber should 
enquire as to wb11,t :;t.eps the Government intend taking to mr:ef; these 
d;~ngers which we need hardly ment.ion, in view of the present position 
of the opium trade, are all the time becoming more acute. It is quite 
obvious that the practice of boarding steamnr s outside the H arbour 
Limits allows unlimited scope for opium smuggling, and renders inoper-

. ative the Quarantine Regulations of t he Colony when they are in 
force. 11hese questions are of course apart from that now being dealt 
with, viz., the in<'onveniences :=tnd h:trdship to Shipma,sters aud 
Qv.:ners, ·but they are of considerable importance to the commerci:~,l 
interests of the Colony. 
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In view of the above opmwn, which as been arrived at after care
ful de liber ation, my Committee do not consider that the p roposed le.gls
laLion will be Droductive of the benefit which il:l has for its object to 
secure, but on the contrary may adversely affe~t the s·hippmg interests 
of this P ort. 

They therefore support the suggestion of the institution of a P atrol 
boat service on the lines ~et out in the foregoing report, as being, so far 
as the C'ommittee can see, the only p ractical: solution of a pressing 
diJficulty.-1 am, &c. , 

E. A. M. WILLIA.MS, Secretary. 
The H onourable The Colonial Secretary. 

Colonial Secretary's Office, 

· 21st October, 1911. 

Sir,-In reply to your letter of the 9th instant I am direct ed to 
inform you that, in view o£ the adverse opinion expressed by your Com
mittee, His Excell~ncy the Governor does not propose to proceed with 
the draft bill enclosed in my letter No. 19oG/ll, of t he 26th ultimo. 

2. The Harbour l'.faster reports that (probably owing to the exem
pla.ry sentence& la.tely :passed on offenders who were caught boarding 
rncoming steamers before anchoring) there have been no cases reported 
ot boarding stenmers unrler weigh outside the Harbour Limits, and 1>i1is 

has recently been confirmed by the Honc.urable Mr. Ross, who states that 
Messrs Jardine 1\1\J.theson & C:o., L~d. , have had no cause of complaint 
in this matter for the last four or five months. I n these circumstances 
His Excellency proposes to take no further action, pending any further 
reference from your Committee. ·- I am. &c., 

WARREN BARNES, Colonial Secretary. 
The Seoretary, The Ohamber of Commerce. 

RES'rRICTIONS PLACED UPON THE OPIUM TRADE IN 
FOOCHOW. 

Hongkong, 9th April, 1911. 
Dear Sir,-We h~g to enclose for the inforruaLion of your Chamber 

copies o£ our letter s <Jf l{lt,h and 18th instant to the Colonial Secretary, 
and lSth instant to H.M's. Consul-General at Canton on . the Opium 
question,-1 am, &c., 

DA VID SAS SOON & CO. LTD. 
E. D. SASSOON & CO. 

The Secretary, Hongkong General Chamber of Commerce. 

• 
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.Hongkon g, lvtJh April, 19il. 

tiu:,- We enclose for your informa tion copy of a proclam~tion issued 
by the Taotai of the O'onstabulary of Foochow, together w1th a trans
lat10n thereof. 

According to the Proclamation, the Opium tra:de in that district 
mu~t come to an end, in three stages, by the end of the <>llll moon. We 
must strongly protest a,gainst this Proclamation. 

Last DecembE'r certain regnla tions were published in the " Man .Po" 
newspap3 r a t Foochow re the suppression of opium smoking in that dis
t rict, and ·on the 30th of that month_ we addressed you as loHows :-

"As the time for such suppression has been fixed by agreement 
''between Grea t Britain and Uhina, we suh1mt that the latter has 
· n o nght to shot' ten that period in ~o far as rore1gn Upium is con
"cerned. We do not know what VlCW H . M's Government will take 
"on tnis p oint, but should it be w1lling to allow China to go beyond 
" that agreement, the British merchants who have a very large l,nter
"est at s take are entitled to be firs t cons1dered m the ·matter. They 
''should be n nt.ified and given sufhciE:nt tnne to sell t ilell' stocks ana 
''obtain their money from the purchasers. The mterdiction ?f 
"smoking would mean the en!Jire s t(Jppa-ge of tl~ e t1·ade- there wlll 
" be no d emand for opium and the stocks in 'hand would be unsale
"able. Would China or H. M's Government compensate the mer
"chants for any losses incurred 1" 
As the principle involved is fa.r-r eaching and the matter is of great 

importance, we shall be much obliged if His Excelle~cy the Go~ernor 
will be good enough to wire H . E. the Minister at .Pekmg to take l:UIDf1· 

diate steps to secure t he withdrawal of the Proclamat10n m quest1on.
We have, &c., 

DA VID SIAS~OON & 0 0 ., LTD. 
E. D . SASSOO.N & 00. . . 

Hon. Mr. C. Clement.i, Colonial Secretary, 

Lui, director of the Opium Suppression_ Bureau of the F~kien Pro
vince and Taotai of Police issues a not1ficat-10n for general mformatwn. 
Whereas an Imperial Edict has now been reeeived urging rapid progress 
to be made in the matter of the suppression of Opium by paymg attent10n 
to the suppression both of growing and smoking of Opium, I, the 
Taotai have established this Bureau, in accordance With my orders, to 
direct genera lly the suppression. It .is on reco.rd th~t smce the com
mencement of its operations, the officials of Vll,nous d1stncts have been 
direct ed to co.operate wit;h the honest and upright gentr y of the com
munity in forming, first th: Opium.-Suppression Bur~au to car~y m~o 
effect \v ithout delay the var10us r esolUtiOns of tht> Dehberahve Uoun01l. 
Subsequently in conjunction with the 111embers and geRiry of the 
Poison-Emdication General Ass<?ciation, regulations 4 in number, have 
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been satisfactorily decided on and submiLted to H. E. t he Viceroy for 
directwns, H. E 's. approval c,f same h<>s nuw been rece1ved, direc tmg 
steps to be taken as suggested. In add1tion to sending out despatches 
to various officials, it is my d uty to issue a notification for genera l infor
mation. The raw-opmm and prepared opium shops and all classes of the 
population -- both civil and mihtary- in the whole d1stnct are hereby 
notified that after the issue of this notification, you must all observt 
the l'egulations set iorth in the attached list. lf any intentionally 
commits a breaC'h of these prohibitions, he shall , on discovery and arrest) 
be pumshed according to the regulations and severely d ealt with with
out leniency. Do not say that you have not been for e-warned. All 
must respectfully obey this special notification. 

Notifications issued on the 
Suen 'l'ung. 

day, 2nd moon of the 3rd year 

1. The prepared-opmm shops sha: l be forced to close at 3 respec· 
tive periods. lt is fixed that those shop~ that undertake the payment 
of prepared opium tax of under 1 tael a day shall give up business 
within the 3rd moon of the 3rd year o[ 8unn Tung; those undertakmg 
the payment of prepared opium tax of under 2 taels a day shall give up 
business Vl·ithiu the 6th moon of the 3rd year of Suen 'l'un g, and those 
undertaking the pa,yment of pl'epared opium tax o.f over <l taels a day 
shall give up business within the 9th moon of the 3rd year of l::)uen 
Tung. l n t.he event o£ delay in givmg up business at the appointed 
tnne,. a fine not less tihan $100, and not exceeding $500, shall he imposed 
and the ~hop and house shall be attached, sold and coniiscated. 

I. It is fixed that within 10 rbys altAr the i<>sue of this notification 
all Bales (of ra.w opwm) shall be prohibited in raw opium shops retall
i.og raw opium and in other shops selling raw opium in add1t10n to carr.v· 
ing on uther lines of business. Any cpposition or infringement shaH 
be punished as in the preceding cbuse. Haw Opium shops with a ca,pi. 
tal of over $10,000 shaJl be allowed, within 10 days a.fter the issue of this 
n otliication, to apply at the Bu reau for a certificate for carrying on 
busmess to sell only raw Opium; carrying on another line O'f business 
m additicn sh.all not be allowed. TIJoR!.' certificated raw opium shops 
siiall also give up business within the 9th moon of the 3rd year of Suen 
Tung. Any opposition or infr ingement shall be punished as in the pra
cedmg clause. 

Raw Opium &hops-purchasing foreign Opium at this port or out-
side ports- shall apply to the Poison Eradieation Association for a 
triple document. N o charge will he made in applying for these tnple 
d ocuments. l{aw Op ium purchased without a triple document shall be 
treated as smuggled raw Opiwn. AH soon as reported ;1nd discovered, 
one half the smuggled raw Opium shall be a.pjlropriatcd as J'eward, and 
the other half confiscated. The R aw Opium confiscated shall be destroyed 
by fire in accordance w1th the regu1atw!l..;, and the raw Opium appro-
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p ria ted as reward shall be sold only to the prepared Opmm shops and 
shall not he allowed to be sold to vthcr people m order to prevent 
p rinte p reparation of the Opium. 

1. Th e smoker's certificate shall be l'enewed once every 3 months. 

All smokers shall, in accordance with the regulations of the Boa.rd, 
actually reduce the degr ee of the1r craving; i,n exam~le, a man _who 
smokes one mace of Opium a day, shall reduce Ius cravmg successively 
at 3 r e!:>pective periods of 3 months each ; he should smok~ 3 candareens 
of Opmm less in each period, until he is cured of the cravmg of smoking 
Opi·um in the nth moon of the 3rd year o_f Sneu 'l·ung. Red1~ctwns 
in the quantity of Opium smoked, whether 1~ be m?re or les_s, snnl1 b_e 
in t h e same ratio. Curing oneself of the cr~tvmg beforehand 1s a h appi
ness in itself, while failing to do so at the appointed time shall be 
visited with oondign punishments according tu the regulatiOns. 

Hongkong, 18th April, 1911. 

Sir-We are informed by the Kiangsi Opium dealers that on Sun<iay 
t he 16th inst. [our sihops were closed in Uanton by the Nam Hoi Magis
trate These shops are forwa.rding agents for the Kiangsi dealers, and 
are only engaged m the wholesale raw Opium trade. '!'he names of the 
shops a re as follows:-

established for ove1· 30 years. Chung Hop, 
Yau Lee, 
Fook Loong, 
8-hun Ye Shui, 

" " " 20 " 

" " " 10 " 

" 
iu Namhun~ over 50 years. 

and in Canton 10 years. 

'l'he Samshui Magistrate has also closed the Fook On Loong hong 
at !:lamshui. This hong does not deal in Opium, out Is merely an agency 
[or the above hongs for forwarding Opium to K1angsi. 

'l'he closure of the above shops is due to a petition by the Kwangtung 
Op ium Far mers to the Anti-Opium Bureau alleging that smuggling 1s 
earned on, and asking the Burea u to punish the dealers, so that there 
m;J,y b e no l0ss in thP cnllection of tu.x: In the petition, a copy of 
wh1ch is in our possession, it IS a lso stated that they ltlhe Farmers) 
approached you on the matter and that you informed them that should 
there b e any smuggling. you will not interfere, as it is wllt~lin the rights 
of t he Chinese to cleal with such cases as they think fit, so, "we, the 
petition ers, assure the Bureau that the foreigners will not prot~ct 
Lhese people. '' The Bureau accordingly ordered the ,peremptory closmg 
of the shops. 

W e must strongly protest ag.amst the higll.handed action on the 
par t of the JC wauglung ofEcml::;. The Kiangsi dealers ao::;ure U3 that 
dl t he Opiam going 1.o Kiangsi vi a K wangtung recove at destinatiOn 
official cortificab~s fruw the lvcal a.u tlwrities. 1'he~e cert-ificates are 
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sent to K wangtung to sntisfy the fanners that the shipments are 
bona -fide, and we understand that this arrangement onginated with 
the Farmers themselves. 

Now, without the least proof that any of the above shops have in 
any way smuggled Opium back to Kwangtung, apart from the fact that 
H. M's. Govemment do not recognise tJhe tax, the Bureau have arbi
trarily ordered the closing of all the shops. By the closure of t hese 
hongs Opium cannot go to <IGangsi from Hongkong, and the object of the 
farmers is to force the •Kiangsi dealers to buy their Opium in Canton, 
on which the Kwangtung t ax has been paid. 

We shall therefore be much obliged if you will take such steps as 
will enable t he above shop:> to· continue t heir business as hitherto.- We 
k u·e, &c. , 

D.AVJD SASSOON & 00., LTlJ, 
E. D. S'ASSOON & CO. 

J . W. Jamieson, Esq., H. M's. Consul-Gen eral, Canton. 

H ongkong, 18th A,pril, 1911. 

Sir,-We have the honour to enclose for your information copy of 
3, letter we have addressed the ConRul General at Canton, re the closure 
of certain Opium shops at Canton and Samshui. 

. In this connection we would refer you to our letter of the 8th inst.,in 
which we commented on Mr. Jamieson 's remark to the Viceroy that "in 
the event of such irregularity being proved, I have no objections to offer 
to condign p unishment b~in~ inflicted." 

As you will see from t he enclosed letter, this attitude o.f the C'onsul
General has had the effect of encouraging the Cnnton Farmers to t ake 
drastic steps in reg:ard to the shops trading with Kiangsi.-We 'have, 
&c., • 

DA VID SAS!:lOON & CO .. LTD. 
E. D. SASSOON & CO 

Hou. Mr. C. Clcmenti, Colonial Secretary 

His Majesty's Consulate, .l!'oochow, 

April 24th, 1911. 

Sir,-···1 am in receipt of your despatch of the 13th inst., forwarding 
copy of a joint letter From Messrs D . Sassoon and Co., and E. D. 
Sassoon and Co., enclosing translation of a Proclamation Issued by the 
Taotai of Police at Foochow, and asking if I can supply you wit h any 
further information on the subject, 

Both the regulations of which you enclose a translation, and the 
r;>.gulations previouely issued have formed the subject of written and 
t elegmphic communications from me t.o H is Majesty's Minister at 
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Peking. I pointed out the evils which would result from their enforce
ment, the unfairness to traders, the risk of large claims for undehvered 
stock, and the breach (as I regard it) of the agreement between the two 
Governments to tlrade in Opium until the year 1917. 

I have as yet re,ceived no information from His Majesty's Minister, 
but it is generally rumoured, and a statement appears in this sense in 
t1he local native newspapers, that my representations have resulted in 
telegraphic instructions having been sent by the W ai-W n-Pu to the 
Viceroy to withdraw or modify the objectionable regulations. 

I have however no official confirmation of this report, and rer;ret 
that I am 'not as yet in a position to give you any fur~her information 
regarding it.-I am, &c., 

E. 0. WERNER, H . M. Consul, 
The Honourable, The Colonial Secret,ary 

Hongkong, 7tJh June, 1911. 

Sir,-We have the honour to enclose for your information copy of a 
let.ter of to-day's date addressed bv us to the Colonial Secretary with 
rderence to the Opium question. - \Ve have, &c., 

DAVID SASSOON & CO., LTD. 
Hon. Mr. E. A. Hewett, Chairman. 

Hongkong General Chamber of Commerce, 

Hongkong, 7th June, 1911. 

Sir,-Since we had the honour to address you last on t1he 1st inst., 
we have rece.ived further particulars from our Agent at .B'oochow relat 
inp; to the position there, to the effect that the restnctions are still 
in force and busineRs remains at a ~tandstill. 

The principal districts affected are Ku Tien Hsien, Tstung, An 
Hsien. Yang .Kw. C'hen Sba, Hsien l8nryune) Yu Chil Hsien, Ohien Ping, 
and Yien Ping Fu, which you will observe cover a very considerable 
area. 

We are further informed that H. M:'s. Consul has r eceived instruc
tion s from H. M's. Ministe1r to insist upon the wit,hdrawal of all local 
restnctions which interfere with the w holesalf' trade and although this 
may m a measure bf' considered ~atisfactory, t.he most important point 
involved. vi:>:., that of the aholi!;hment of all restrictions both looal 
and m the in terior on the retail trade has been overlooked, or is bein~ 
purposely avoided. The interior trade is practically all ret ail, and, with 
that abobshed, there ran be no wholesa le business and the new agree
ment is rendered nugatory and farcical. 

We trust to rPceive early information of the steps you have taken 
in th1s matter.-We are, &c., 

DAVID SASSOON & CO., LTD. 
E. . D. S'ASSOON & CO 

Hon. Mr. 0. Clementi, Colonial Secretar·y 
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Hongkong, 14t,b J une, 1911. 

l:hr,-We beg to enclose for your information ropy of a letter of 
t o-day's date addr<>ssed by us t o the Colonial Secretary on the Opmm 
question.-We have\ &c., 

DA VID SASSOON & CO., LTD., 

The .Hon. Mr. E. A. Hewett, 

Chairman, Chamber of Commerce, 

Hon gknng, 14th June, 1911. 

Sir,-Since we last had tJhe honour of addressing you we have 
received a letter from our Agents at Foochow as follows :-

" The condit ion o.f Article VII. of the new treaty to which y ou 
" r efer, appears fo us to have a. loop-hole f·n subteduge on the part 
"of the Chinese Government, as it merely alludes t o the withdraw al 
"of all restrictions on the wholesale trade, whereas, to 'have been 
" more explicit, and to have done away with any doubt as to the 
"meaning it was meant to convey; it should no doubt have read 
··all restrictious interfering with the wholesale trade. 

"Although you addressed the Colonial Secretary on the 1st inst. 
" and the matter wa~ referred by him to H. M. Mimster by tele
. gl'am, the restrictions still remain in force and busmess continues 
" at a standstill The triplicate licence has not b een withdrawn and 
''the Onium Boilers' Tax now amounts to $700. per piCul, it having 
"been increased from $420. to that figure just four days prior to the 
"s1gning of the new agreeme111.t on the 8th ulto." 

Our Agents also add that from the 16t h May to the lOth of June 
dPliveries of Or)ium ex Customs Bonded Godown amount to 4 chests 
only. The extent of loss to our business will be a1-~arent t o you from 
tln~ f:wt. 

We trust that our Minister at Peking has given formal noticP. to t,he 
Chinese Government that the merchants intend claiming for any ln~ses 
that they may incur owing to this unwarranted interference wi th our 
traue.-We have, &c., 

DAVID BASSOON & CO., LTl!. 

E. D. SASSOON & CO. 

The H<:m. Mr. W. D. Barnes, Colonial Secretary. 
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UANTON OPIUM QUESTION. 
Hongkong, 16th June, 1911 

Sir,-We beg to enclose copy of a letter we have addressed to the 
Colomal St>cretary_ on the Opium question. 

We would request the Chamber to be so good as to take the matter 
up. .We fe.el sure tJhat all British Merchants must feel keenly the 
humilating position of the British Government in finding an agreement 
only rec·ently entered into with the Ohinese Government being deliber
ately broken and that the protests made by the merchants engaged 
in the trade have been so far without effect.-We have, &c. 

DA.VID SASHOON & UO., LTD. 
K D. SAS'SOON & CU. 

Hon. Mr. E. A. Hewett, Chairman, 
.ri ~ 11gii vng Cham'ber of Commerce, 

Hongkong, 16t'h June, 1911. 

Sir,-Persistent rumours of a reliable nature have reached us 
recently to the effect that the Canton Authorities are consider ing the 
questwn of establishing an Opium Farm there, in other words, they 
intend to institute an Opium Monopoly in a new form. T'his will be 
detrimental to our trade. 

Although the scheme bas not yet taken definite shape, we do not 
think it premature to bring t'his matter forward now, as it is well to 
enter our p rotest. at once in order to prevent the wholesale trade from 
being thrown into confusion, w'hich will be the case if the est.abhsh
ment of a farm is persisted in. 

In F oochow our trade continues to be at a standstill owing to the 
action of the Provincial Authorities, reganling which we have at varwus 
times addressed you. 

Owing to the l'ecent. heavy increase in Duty and Likin from Haikwan 
Tls. llO . to Tls. 350, agreed to by H. M. Government, it was hoped that 
Lh~ condition conta1ned in ParaghLph! VII. of the Agreement woL·,d 
bt> str1ct.ly adhered to by the Chinese, and insisted upon by the British 
Goverm:1ent. 'I'11 is Paragraph Wi'"S practically a de·ad letter fi·om tht> 
J.ll0ment. the Agrtcment was signe::l and our trade continues to be 
hara~.~ed lly th.~ old obstrucLi(.ns an·: restrictions. It is stipulated in the 
clause above referred to that the " Chinese will at once cause to be 
\vithdra·.vn all restrictions placed by the Provincial Authorities on the 
wholesale trade in Indian Opium, etc." and that should the condition~ 
not be duly observed "His Majesty's Government shall be at liberty 
to suspend or terminate this Agreement at any time. " ln 1·iew of thi~ 
arrangeme!lt we would inquiretwhat steps the Brit.is1h Govern.ment 
intend to take to insist upon the agreement being ·respected. 

At Foochow we hold a heavy stock of Opium which is unsaleable 
owing to restrictive measures, and our losses are accumulating. As (: 
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previOusly requested we trust you have atlvised the BI'itish Minister to 
formally notify the Chinese Government that tJJ.e British Merchants 
will claim for all losses they m11,y sustain.-We have, &c. , 

DAVID BASSOON & CO., LTD. 
E. D. SASSOON & CO. 

Hon. Mr . W. D. Barnes, Colomal Secretary, 

Hongkong, :<6th June, 1911 . 

Sir,-We beg to enclose for your information copy of a letter of w 
day's date with the enclosures referred to therein, addressed by us to 
tile Uolonial Secretary on the Opium question-We have, &c. , 

DAVID SASSOON & CO., LTD. 
Hon. Mr. E. A. Hewett, Chairman, 

liongkong Chamber of Commerce, 

Hongkong, 26th Jun e, 1911. 

f:hr,-We beg to enclose a copy ·Of a letter we have addressed .H. 
B. M's. Consul-General at Canton re a reported establishment of a 
monopoly and increase in the taxation of Opium at Canton. 

The translation referred to in our letter to the Uonsul-Gene,·al 18 

also enclosed for your information. 

We shall be much obliged if H . E. the Governor will also make 
representations on the matter to the Consul-General as well as to li.B. 
:M. Minister in t•he hope that the scherue will be frustrated in time.
We have, &c., 

DAVID MSSOON & CO., LTD. 
E. D. SAS'SOON & CO. 

'I'he Hon. Mr. W. D. Barnes, Colonial Secreta1·y, 

Hongkong, 24th June, 1911. 
Sir,- We beg to enclosf' for your iufomation a cutting which has 

aJ)peared in all t he local Chinese papers together with a translation of 
same, rega.rding a suggestion to establish a monopoly for the sale of 
prepared Opium. Yuu will find partirulars of the scheme horn the 
enclosed copy of the +,ranslation. 

Our dealers inform us that the s~heme has been approved of by 
the Viceroy, and that it is to come into force on Monday, the 26th mst. 
They further inhrm us that all the prepared Opium shops must take out 
licences from the new Farmer, and only those holding the Farmer's 
lwence can boil and sell only t.o the li.cencees, and the old system of 
tl'iphcate 'Permits for the purchase and sale of raw Opium will again 
be entorced. 

, 



58 

Q 

'l'he charge of 40 cents per tael for the scHalled Anti-Opium medi
cine which is to be mixed at the time of boiling, is simply an ingenious 
method of taxmg Opium. It will amount to $10. per ball, or $400. peJ.' 
chest. 

We submit that t he above scht'me is a violation of the New Treaty, 
and we shall be obliged if you will kindly enter a strong protest with 
the Viceroy. 

We are sending a C"PY of this lettor to the local Government.
We have, &c., 

DAVID SASSOO~ & CO., LTD. 
E. D. SASSOON & CO. 

J . W. Jamies(>n Esq., C. M. G. , H. B. M. Consul-Gener al, Uanton. 

A merchant has suggested to the Canton Vic8roy an effective way 
of helping Opium smokers to r id themsdves of the habit. The prepared 
Opmm dealers ~hould he required t o add four candareens of Anti-Opmm 
medicine to each tael of prepared Opium. 

For each canda.reen of this rnedi<:ine the charge is 10 cents. That is, 
for every tael of prepared Opium, an extra charge of 40 cen ts. 

'!'he compound in Lhe Opium will have t he gradual effect of lessening 
the tendency to indulgence of Opium arnokers. The sale of the Ant i
Opium medicine is to be monopolised. 

As regards t he preparation of Opium, only the prepared Opium 
dealers will have the privilege, while the consuming public will be strictly 
forbidden to turn n ow in ln prepareu 0 11iutr. . All the labour ers emiJloyed 
to prepare Opium must be reg ister ed and p hoi:.ograp hed. 

They a re required to report daily on Lhc quantity of Opium they have 
pt·e;}a recl and t h"'Y must gi ve the uar;1es of the owner s of ~hops for whom 
they hav6 mepared Lhe Opium. 

The suggestion of the merchant, it is r eported, has been acted on . 

Il:ongkong, 28th June, 1911. 
Sir,--W c beg to enclose fo r your inform;t tion copy of a lett er received 

fl·om H. M. Uonsui-Geueral at Canton in reply to onr communicat ion 
re lerrcd to in our lette r to you o£ 26th J nne re O;jiurn. -- \\' e have, etc., 

DAV LD SASSOO~~ & CO., LTlJ. 
Hon. Mr. E. A. Hewett, Chnirn1an, 

.i:lor,gkong Chamber of Curr.:.merc~. 

H. B. M. Consulate- General, Canton, 
Canton, 27th June, 1911. 

Gentlemen,-! am in receint of your letter or the 24.th instant on the 
subject of a proposed new t,}~X on prP-pared Opium, which you hold to 
be a violaticn of the agreement of May 28th last. 
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In reply I beg to state that I have so far oo information of such a 
levy being enforced here. The P rovincial Authorities, it is t rue, are 
considering ways and means of taxing prepared Opium which shall not 
conflict with the recent Agreement, but until their plans arc matu.red 
one cannot form an opinion as to whether or not they constitute an 
infraction thereof. 

I am exrlicitly instructed by His Majesty's Minister t hat immunity 
from taxation in port of import a.ppli·~s to raw Opium only, farther, th a t 
I am to take special care to see that no provincial restrictions or taxation 
are introd uced. 

On the other hand, the I mperial Edict of :May 9th, the terms of 
which nave been app£oved by His Majesty's Govern:nent, directs that 
the Provinces are to redouble their efforts effectively to carry out the 
p rohibition of prounction, the smoking and the transport of Opium. 
Accordingly, any steps taken to increase the charges on th A prepared 
form of t he drug, to render smoking irksome or expensive, to regulate 
t he issne of Licenre~, e t r ., would not appear to form snbjP.ct of legiti
:na,te protest.-! am, etc., 

(Signed) J . W. J AMIESUN, 
Consul-Genera l. 

Messrs. David Bassoon and Co., Ltd., and E. D. Sassoon and Co. 

H ongkong, 29th June, 1911. 

Sir,-We beg to enclose for your information copy of a letter of 
yesterday's date addressed by us to H .B . .M. Consul-General at Canton 
on the Opium question.-We have, etc., 

DA vm sAssoo~'f & eo .• L'l'D. 
H on. M:r. E. A. Hewett, Chairma,n, 

H ongkong Chamber of Commerce. 

H ongkong, 28th J une, 1911. 

Sir,-We have the honour to acknowledge the receipt. of your letter 
of the 27th inst. , informing us th ::;,t so far no informat ion has been 
received by you of a proposed new tax being enforced at Canton. 

V~>rv ~t.rnn~ r t>11nrt s continue t o be received by us to 1.J1e pffect t.l;at 
a scheme for the taxatien of Opium is being devised in a form ca lcu
lated to interfere with the wholesale trade, and we are anxious that 
the Chinese authorities should be reminded a t this s tage and before 
their plans are matured that no intet'~erence with the wholesale tra c!e 
will be permitted, and that the terms of the new agreement must be 
respected. With the duty and likin increased from Tls. llO to Tls.350, 
any attempts to i!lterfere with th1;1 wholesale trade would involve us in 

i 
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heavy losses. We would therefore request you to be so kind as to 
take such steps as you may think best to protect the interests of 
~iritish trade.-We have, etc., 

J. W. Jamieson, Esq. , C.M.G., 

h.B.M. Consul-General, Canton. 

DAVID SAS.SOON & CO., LTD. 
E. D. SASSUON"'Ci CO. 

H ungkong, 29th July, 1911. 

Dear Sir,-We beg to enclose for the information of your Cham'ber 
copy of our letter of the 28th inst addressed to IJ. B. M. Uonsul-General 
a t Canton re Opium.-We are, etc. , 

DAVID SASSOON & CO., LTD. 
E. A. M. Williams, Esq., Secretary, 

Hongkong Chamber of Commerce. 

Hongkong, 28th July, 1911. 

Sir,-With reference to the now medicine tax, we have the honour 
to inform you that the following telegram, dated Peking, the 25th inst., 
was published in the " Hongkong Daily Press,'' a s well as in 1Jhe 
native papers:-

"An Imperial Edict has been issued wh ich enjoms shict 
compliance with the 0!1ium agreement in the Provinces, par
ticula rly in Kuangtung, and holds the Viceroys responsible 
for the suppression of illegal taxation." 

It was exnected tJhat the withdraw-al of the proclamation would 
follow immediately on its wake, s-o far this has not been the case, and 
in consequence the trade continues at a standstill. 

Though this medicine tax has not yet been enforced, and we under
stand an application by a dealer has been refused and it may be t here
fore considered virtually withdmwn, yet as long as tlhe pToclamation 
is allowed to stand confidence cannot be rest ored. 

For the week ending yesterday the total deliveries of .Bengal Opmm 
from this port amounted to 12 chests only. This figure will indicate to 
you how demoralised the trade is now. 

We shall therefore be much obliged if you will take such steps as 
will secure the immediate withdr awal of the proclamation. - We have, 
etc., 

DA YID SASSOON & CO., T~TV, 
J. W. J amieson, E sq., C.M.G., 

ll. B. M. Consul-General, Canton. 

-
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PROHIBI'l' ION OF IMPOR'l' INTO CH INA OF PERSIAN 

AND 'f URKISH OPIUM. 

Colonial Secretary· s Office, 

H ongkong, 25th July, 1911. 

l::lJr,-I am directed to inform you that Sir J . J ordan has been 
ofticially not.ified by Lh e Chinese Govemment that tney have decided to 
prohibit entry into, and transit between ports in, China of Persia.u 
and 'l'urklsh opium as from the 1st Janua,ry, 1912.-I am, etc., 

WARltEN HARN.ES, 
Colonial Secretary. 

The Secretary, The H ongkong General Uhamber of Commerce. 

Customs N oti:fication. 
Importation of Non-Indian Opium Into China. 

The British Indian Government has already made an agreement, 
by which the export of the Indian drug from the ports of that country 
to Ohina will be annually diminished at a rate which wrll secure t hB 
extinction of the trade in 10 years from 1908. 

To secure that the importation of other Opium shall be diminished 
pari passu with the Indian drug up to extinction point the appended 
three rules goreming the imporw.tion of non-lndian O:oium in to China 
will come into force on the lst January, 1909, in accordance with 
instructions received through the inspector General:-

\1) From the 1st January, 1G09, .Persian and Turkish Opmm 
may only be imported into Ohinese treaty ports under special permits 
to be obtained from the Commissioner of Customs at .Kowloon, one 
permit for evci'Y chest . These permits to state th~t the Opium 
covered by them may be transported to any treaty port in Ohina, 
paymg, after arrival, duty and likin in accordance with regulations. 
P ersian and 'l'urkish Opium imported into any part of Ghina without 
pem.its will be confiscated. 

(2.) Taking 1,123 piouls as an aV•lrage figure of recent annual un 
portation into China of Persian and Turkish Opium, beginning fr ,Jm 
the year Hl09, the amount for which Specia,l P ermits will be issued will 
be decreased every year by one-ninth, i. e., by 125 piculs. In 1909 
permits will therefore only be issued for 1,000 piculs, and this figure 
will be decreased similarly in each of the seven following years. After 
1916 no more permits will be issued, and the importation into China 
will cease like that of Indian Opium. 

(3.) Such special iJermits will only be issued to merchants known 
by the :Maritime Customs to have been engaged in the P ersian and 
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'1;urklsh Opium trade, and will be distributed among them in p ropor
tiOn to the averu,ge number of piculs imported by each of th~m mto 
Chma dming the yeMs 190'3 and 1907. 

Uudom House, Kowloou, 30th June, 1&08. 
W. R. M. D. PAHR, 

Acting Commissioner of Customs for Kowloon and District. 

Hongkong, 27th. J uly, 1911. 

Dear Sir,-'Ve beg to acknowledge receipt. of your tavour of thlcl 
~7th mst. in regard to the decision ut the Chinese Government io 
prohibit entry into and transit between ports m China of Persian anct 
Turkish 011ium us from 1st J an nary, 1912. 

We have already addressed a lett~r to the Colonial l:lecretary, and 
have requested him to telegraph to Sir John J ordan on the matter. 

We have much pleasure in sending you enclosed a copy of the 
above letter, and trust your Committee will support the views ex
pressed therein.-We are, etc., 

DAVID BASSOON & UO., LTD. 
The Secretary, Hongkong Chamber of Commerce. 

Hongkong, 27th July, 1911. 

Sir,-We have the honour to acknowledge receipt of your letter of 
the 21st inst., informing us that Sir John J 01·dan has been officially 

- notified by the Chinese Government that they have decided to pro
. hibit entry into and transit between ports in China of P ersian and 
Turkish Opium as from 1st January, 1912. 

A Customs notification was issued on the 30th June, 1907 (as per 
your letter of tlhe 21st August, 1908), a copy of which we beg to enclose. 
You will observe that this notification has for its objed "to secure 
that the impor~ation uf oLher Opium will be tlimmished p:tri p1tssu with 
the Indian drug llll to extinction point, etc." 

Ulause 2 of tlw notification reads as follows:-

"Taking 1,125 piculs as an avera.ge figure of rt'cent annual 
1mporta.tion into China o·i Persia.n &nd Turkish Opium, begin
ning from the ye-ar 1909, the amount for which Special Permits 
w1ll be issued will be decreased every year by one-mnth, i.e., 
by 125 piculs. In 1909 permits will therefore only be Issued for 
1,000 piculs, and this figure will be Jecreased similarly in each 
or ~he seven following ye:1rs. After 1916 no more permits will 
be Issued, and the importation into China will cease hke that of 
lndia!! Opi mn." 

Un the strength of this notification we have .been carrying on our 
business in Persian Opium, and it is h<udly credible that five mouth~ 
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should be considered sufficient time t.o bring au important trade, ib 
w men we are still largely invoh ed, to an end. As you will observe 
from the notification, the China market is restricted to the number of 
permits issued in diminishing number each year, we have not there~ore 
a free hand to liquidate our Persian business within the period of five 
months, as all our permits for this year R.re nearly exhausted. 

lt may be sug.gested that Persian Opium is not entirely confined t o 
the Unina market. 'l'his is so to a certain extent, but for some qualities 
of Persian Opium the demand is practically limited to the Chma 
market. Furthermore, it would manifestly ·be extremely unfair to 
close China against us without rea3•)rtable notice and place us at tlhe 
mercy of the limited outlets available which have already become very 
difiicult to deal with in consequence of the large quantity of uncertified 
Bengal thrown on the market at very cheap prices. 

We would request you to cable to Sir J ohn J 01·dan, laying these 
importaat facts before him and impressing upon him the necessity of 
negotiating with the Chinese Authorities for more liberal terms, so a11 
to enable u~; to withdraw fro:n the Persian trade without incurring 
heavy losses.-We have, etc., 

DAVID SASSOON & CO., LTD. 
E. D. SASSUON & CU. 

The Hon. Colonial Secretary, 

Hongkong G eneral Chamber of Commerce, 
Hongkong, 29th J uly, 1911. 

Su·,-- I beg to inform you that Messrs. Sassoon and Uo. hava for
warded to the Chamber of Commerce copy of their letter ot£ the 27th 
inst. dealing with the importation of Persian Opium. 'l'he facts as 
set forth in their letter are clearly stated and explain themselves. 

A1ter full consideration, the Committee of the H ongkon,. Ch!amber 
f ( ' b o .ommercu are ag:·~ed t.hat the prc,test made by :M:essrf1. Sassoons 

1s a J'enson :,.lJ]e one. 

t ritish Merchants engaged in the Opium trade were justified in. 
believing that t.hey could. continue to deal in Persian Upinm on the 
same terms as the InJian drug as no notice to the contrary has been 
given. by the British Government, nor did China make any pronounce-
1~1ent as to its future· policy on the question during; the recent nego· 
tiatwns. 

. In the opinion of this Chamber, the merchants are justified in 
askmg. that suffi ~ient time and tac:ilities be given them to dispose 
of theu pres;ont stocks and that a like treatment in th1s resnect be 
granted r.s was accorded to the Indian Opium. -

Under these cir;;umstances, I trust t hat Hi;:; Excellency will agree 
to .Messrs. Sassoons' request and telegraph to Sir J ohn Jordan on the 
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subject, and that at the same time he will see his way to supportmg 
their application.-· I have, etc., 

EDBERT A. HEWET'l', Chairman. 
· The Honorable, The Colonial Secretary. 

Hongkong, 8th August, 1911. 

Dear Sir -We beg to enclose for the information of your Chamber 
copy of a letter addressed by us to the Colonial Secretary re Opium.-
We are, etc., · 

DAVID SASSOON & CO., LTlJ. 
The Secretary, Hongkong General Chamber of Commerce, 

Hongkong, 7th August, 1911. 

Sir -With reference to our recent interview we have the honour 
to dra; vour attention to the note at foot giving our stock of Persian 
in exces; of the amount p ermitted to be imported into China this 
year. 

·With i'esnect to your inquirie3 a.bout the Formosa market, we beg to 
point out th~t this is an outlet on which we cannot wholly :ely . 'l'he 
requirements of F ormosa are for a grade of Persian yieldi_ng cvpr .s 
per cent. of morphia and the bulk of our stock does not c~nsist of tlus 
standard of quality. Formosa draws its supplies from variOus sources. 
'l'he Japanese have frequently purchased large lines of T~rkish, ~atna, 
Benares and even Chinese Opium. At the present time owmg to 
the mar'ket being well stocked with cheap uncertified Bengal Opium, 
the .Formosa market will doubtless give its attention to this descnp· 
t i; n of drug. Furthermore, it would 1;lace us in a very unenviable pos:
tion to be compelled to depend ent irely upon Formosa in t'he event of 
China being closed against us, as this market would obvwusly be able 
to dictate terms which we would be powerless to reswt. 

We beg you to transmit the following cable to H. E. Sir John 
Jordan, P eking, and we trust same will have your strongest support. 

"Have been conducting P ersian trade on ~<trength Cust oms 
notification 1908, which states de.finitely, importatiOn cease UH6, 
(stop) summary not ice prohibiting imports end 1911, ex:~r~mely 
ar bitrary measure. :Kindly take urgent steps, negotiate W aiwnpu 
obtain per mits cover our stock, and extension of tinie two years, 
enable us ship China gradually, according reqUirements o£ t rade, 
as if we accumulate unsold stock at outports, dealers will com
bme, result U:etrimcntnJ to our interests.-·-'i.Ye have, etc., 

DAVID SASSOON & CO. , LTD. 
E. D. SASI:JuON & CO. 

The Hon . Colonial Secretary, P rcl ent. 
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Btock above referred to:

David Sassoon and Co., Ltd., 
K D. Sassoon and Co.,. 

219 chests. 
299 " 

Colonial Secretary's Office, 
llongkong, 14th !August, 191L 

Persian Opium Permits. 

Sir,-In your letter of the 29th ult imo, I am directed to inform 
you that His E xcellency the Governor, is in telegiaphic correspondence 
on the above subject with His Majesty's Minister at P eking, to whom 
a copy of your letter has been forwarded.-! am, etc., 

0. CLEMENT!, Colomal Sec·ret ary. 
The Chairman. Honp;konp; Chamber of Commerce. 

Col.onial Secretary's Office, 
23rd August, 1911. 

Sir,-With reference to t'he letter from this department No. 5125-08 
of the 4th inst., I am directed to inform you that Sir John J ordan fears 
that to obtain any extension of t ime is impossible, but that, if he 
can be supplied wi tn full particulars of stocks in excess of import fm· 
1911, he will use his utmost endeavour with the Chinese Government 
to induce them to authorise i ts import into China during the present 
year. 

2. I am, therefore, to suggest that you should consult the Opnun 
merchants co acerned with a view of forwarding to Sir J ohn J ordan by 
telegra m or otherwise, as soon as possible, the required particulars 
of stocks-1 am •. etc .• 

C. CLEMENT!, Colonial Secretary. 
The Chairman, The Chamber of Commerce. 

Hongkong, 31st Augus-t, 19ll. 
Dear Sir,-Enclosed we beg to hand you copy of a letter we have 

addressed to the Colonial Secretary, in reply to their letter to you 
of the 23rd August, No. 5125-08. 

We shall thank Y.OU to circulate same amongst the members of your 
Committee, and we t rust ;Y-OU will again write to the Colonial Secretary 
in supp.ort of same.-We are. etc ... 

DA VlD SASSOON & 00., LTD. 
The Secretary, Hongkong General Chamber of Commerce, 

31st August, 1911. 
Sir,-We have the honour to inform you that the Chamber of Corn· 

mercc have handed us your letter of the 2::lr d in&t., Ko. 5125-08, which 
states tha l; Sir John Jordan fears that to obtain llllY e:s:tcnsio:1 ot t ime 



I "I J 

: 

' 
! 

.1 

'" 11: 

111 

,, 

,, 

.. , 

I 

1
11 

,, 
I 

'11 

:: 
ii 

.. I 

' I• 

11 

lr '" 

I 

lli 

I 

.L 

• 

66 

R 

is impossible~ but that if he can be supplied with full part iculars 
ot stocks in excess of import for 1911, he will use his u tmost endea
vour with the Chinese Government to induce them to authorise its 
import into. China during the present year. 

You turther sugg·est to the Chamber that we should be consult ed 
with a view to forwarding to Sir J ohn Jordan by telegram or other
wise, as >;Oon as possible, the required :r:mrticular s of stock. 

We be~ to tender our thanks to H. B. M's. Minister for assunng 
us of his assistance. 

We beg to point out that the unwillingness of the Chinese Gov
ernment to extend the period within which the Op1um may be importea 
into Lhina appears to us t o be extremely unreasonable. 

As the number o~ chests that may be imported int o Ohm a. 
will be clearly defined, and a permit issut·d ior each chest, 
there seems no reason whatever, why our t rade should be injured by 
our being compelled to rush stocks into China by the end of the year, 
instead of, without any disadvantage to China, as far as we can see, 
being permitted to dispose of stocks without placing our~elves at the 
mercy of the dealers a t the outports by b:o~ug given 11 reasonable ex ten
sion of t ime. We must here explain that, unlike Bengal Opium (which 
is manufactured by the Government of India and is of uniform 
weight and quality), Persian Opium varies very considerably. This fact 
makes it extremely inconvenient to ship stocks to the outports, as 
the demand at each port varies from Lime to time for particular grades 
of the drug:. Furthermore, as we ·have previously pointed out, China 
is not the only outlet for Persian Opium, this market supplies Formosa 
and ciingapore, and at times even London, therefore, a part from the. 
t-rade with China, Hongkong is a distributing cent.re, so the very 
Opium that we may be compelled to import into China may be wanted 
for the other mark~ts. 

The object (Jf the Chinese Government is secured by limiting 
in ports to a fixed number of chests and issuing a permit for every 
single chest imported, therefore, by conceding to us a r easonable ext en
sion of time, we shall be enabled to close our t r ade in P ersian Opium 
with China >Vit.hout undue de triment to our interests, or any inter
ference with the object China has in view. 

On the strength of a Customs Notification oi June, 1908, we baye 
been conducting our t r ade. The obj ect of the notification waR "to 
secure that the importation of other Opium win be dimimshed pari 
passu, with the Indian drug up to extinction point." The importat ion 
of Indian drug is not to cease by the end of this year. Persia., how
ever, not being a Treaty Power , Ch ina apparentl y has the r ight t o make 
any condit ion she pleases with r egard t o the impor tation of Persian. 
The trade, however, in th is Opium is mainly in the hands of British 
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merchants, an d if the notification of 1908 is- to be cuncelled tl 
we can expect IS a. r easonable period within which to wit·h'd 

16 

the trade. r aw 

least 
from 

St ocks : The number of chests r'n h' h w Ic we are interested is 521 
chests.-We have, etc., 

DAVlD BASSOON & 00., LTD. 

The Hon. Colon i11l Secretary, Present, 
203 chests, Dav id Bassoon and Co. 
318 ., E. D. Sassoon and Oo. 

521 chests. 

"'-----

E. D. BASSOON & C'O. 

,. . . Hongkong, 14th September, 1911. 
_Dear Sir ,- With reference to ou·r p revious cor respondence on thi 

~~tbJect, . we beg to submit that owing to factors which have now arisen 
8 

!. 1ere Will now be no material advantage to us in the concession ou s~ 
heart tly SUl?POrted us to obta.in from the Chinese Government in [egard 
t.o the available stocks of Persian. 

The J apanese _Gove~nment have called for a tender for 250 chests, 
the suJ?ply of whrch w~l considerably diminish our st ocks. Further· 
more.', m conseq~ence of reports now coming in of bad crop in P ersb 
and ~ urkey,, est imated at a shortage of 50 per cent., fresh supplies 
WI!l e 'lnu1l, and_ ~h'l Lcz:dor: market in consequence is very strong. 
~~~ a temand arrsmg frorri that quarter, and the prospect of fu rther 
en er~ rom Fo:mosa between now and the end of the year , the stock 

thhat Will be left 1_n our hands does not make it worth our while to p~Ass 
t e matter any further. • • ' 

Thanking you for the support you have given us._ We are, etc., 

DAVID SAS SOON & 00., LTD. 
E. D. S'AS.SOO N & CO. 

Hon. Mr. E. A. Hewett, Chairman, 
.tiongkong General Chamber of Commerce, 

ULAYTONNISING OF SHIPS AND TRANSFERENCE OF 
GOODS BY RAT-FRE E LIGHTERS. 

Colonial Secretary's Office, Hongkung. 
. . Hongkong, 7th l::iept.ember, 1911. 

SH,-1 am dtrected to forward for the considet•ation of your C.om
mit tee the enclosed copy of a · letter from the Consul-General for t he 

• 

l 



68 

s 
Netherlands dated the 26th of last July, together with copies of min
utes dated the 26th idem and the 1st ultimo. by the Medical Officer of 
Health and the HeaTth Officer of Port respectively, and I am to inquire 
whethe'r you can give this Government an approximate estimate of the 
numh'er of vessels which would have to be " claytonnio;ed' ' to meet the 
requirements of the Philippines and Netherlands-India Governments. 
His .Excellency the Governor would also be glad t o lcnm what are 
the views of your Committee on the subject of requiring transference 
of goods to be made by rat-free light ers.-! am, etc., 

WARREN BARNES. Colonial Secretary. 
The Chairman, The IIongkong General Chamber of C'ommerce. 

Hongkong, 26th .ltrly, Hlll. 

Sir,-'l'h"' Net herland-Indian Quarant ine Ordinance of 191~ pro
vides that plag.ue-free ships not. having on ~oard any traceab~e -~1gns ~f 
plague and neither an extraordmary mortality among r<l.ts, hav mg_ le.t 
less than 21 days before a plague infected port, shall only be admitted 
to 1st class Netherland-Indian P or ts. If certain conditiOns IJI' t- , how
ever, fulfilled, theY. may: enter also 2nd class Ports. 

In order now to be in a position to consider, whether the favor of 
admit t ing tile a bove ships in a 2nd class Port, might be granted in 
certa1n cases t he Chief Inspector of the Netherland-Indmn Crvil ~ani· 
tary Uepart~ent should like t o know if there exists in the Port of 
Hongkong an installation for the claytonnising of ships, . and, if so, 
whether there is possibility to load those claytonnised s•nps fr om iight
ers, in which all t he rats have been destroyed, so that there is no 
danger of the entr.}' of rats from ashore into those ships taking in 
cargo. 

I have now bet~n requested to inform the Sanitary Department 
at Batav1a, whether 1t is possible in Hongkong to realise the pre
ceding sanitary measures, and, if so, whether in each c.r: ncerned i. a se, 
and on applicat ion b y the int erested shipping, t he Hongkong Sanitary 
DPpartment would be willing t o grant a certificate, that t he :Lbov·~ !'ani
Lary conditions have been fulfilled. On present ation of this certificatE' 
there is a possibi lity for a more liberal treatment in the Netherland
India for ~h ips coming from plague infected P orts as Hongkl)ng is. 

You will oblige me very much i·f you would enable me to give ,an 
answer to t he preceding questions put to me by ,.he hmitary A ~1t't.t(.r · 
iti~s of Batavia. - 1 am, etc. , 

DE REUS, OonsulrGeneral. 
To the Head of the Sanitary Depar tment, llongkong. 

Duplicate, S. B. 0., 54.63-11., H. S. D. 
The Government of Hongkong have an agr eement with the 

Disinfecting Bureau for t he use of their Clayton machintl-on pay
ment-for t he disinfect i0n of P lague infected ships. 

• 
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The Medical Officer of the United S i.ntes Marine Hospital Service 
informs me that t he American Govemment in Manila contemplate 
reqmring goods to be t r ansferred by rat -free lighters when consigned 
t o the P hilippines from P lague infected P orts, so that there is 
evidently a strong tendency for P lague free P orts to impose suc:h a con-. 
clition, and it would be advisable, t herefore, for the Hongkong Author · 
ities to make arrangements for realising this sanitary precaut ion, so 
that the Health Offic er of the P ort may be in a position to grant 
the required certilicate in t'hose cases in which it is deemed neces-
sary. 

FRANOIS CLARJ{, Medical Officer of Health. 

Hon. Colonial Secretary, 
I think this matter had bet ter be .referred to the Hon. P.O.M.O, 

as he controls the H ealth Officers of fhe Port. 

2. I attach letter dated 26th July, 1911~ from the Dutch Consul
General. 

E. D. 0 . WOLFE, H. S. D. 26.7.11 

Minute of 1st August, 1911, bY- t he Health Officer of P ort, Hongkong. 

Tu the first place I doubt very much whether t he t ransference of 
cargo, destined for the P hilippines, into rat-free lighters is wholly 
pract icable, and for this reason. A large nmount, wobahly 9-lOths, 
of the cargo so transferred goes into Chinese car.go boats and not in to 
light ers in the ordinary sense. By the term lighter I mean the proper 
ErJ!'Dp~ i\'l des'g' boats, which can be completely cove:,,d ( n r . ~ur'h 
lighters alone can be properly made rat-·fr ee, and it is obvious that it 
is impossible to do so with t he ordinary open Chinese ca rgo boat , as 
t'hey cannot be ma.de airtight. Under t he circumstances, the only way 
to carry out the plan desired by the Manila aut horities would be to 
approach the shippers anrl merchants in this Colony, pointing out t he 
atlvantl)..ges which would accr ue if they adopted the syst:,:m of u sing <•nly 

proper lighters after they had been made rat-free. A lett er to the 
Ohamber of Commerce would be the best means of ascertaining this. 
Unless they come in wit h the scheme, of course it cannot be done, or 
unless the Manila Government were to pass a law that, unless cargo 
was borne right through from t he shippers to its destination on rat
free lighters and vessels, it would not be admitted to Manila. Such a 
course would, of course, simp1ify matters, and t he merchants would 
have to conform t o the laws. Assuming t h'at the merchants are agree
able to do t his, the rest of t'he matter is quite simple enough. '!'he 
Clayton S02 apparatus is still in the Colony, and would be available 
to go alongside a ship for disinfection. 'l'he agreement with the F umi
gatrn: · and Disinfecting Bureau stil l holds good for t1~is purpo ;;e, t ne 
c'harge being $200 per ship. As t u the fumigating of lighters, I have 
ascertained from the above Oompany that they are prepared to under·
t ake this a t t he rate of $75. 00 each for the largest size lighters, with 
Q. reduced sliding scale for smaller ones and special tcrro.9 when ~ 
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number of lighters are fumigated in one tlay. When ught~rs a.r<o to 
be fumigated it would be necessary for these to le moor ~d tdong~1de 
the Company's barge at Causeway B&J.. 

Hongkong Chamber of Commerce, 
Hongkong, 9th December, 1911. 

Sir,-I am now directed to reply to your letter of the 7th clcptem
b C~r, 1911 (No. 4,125'11), with enclosures enquiring 'I h~t-her rr y Com
mittee could give the approximate number of vessels whiCh would have 
to be " claytonnised " to meet the requirements of the Philippines and 
Netherlands-India Governments, a.nd also r equesting tneir views on 
the subject of the transference of goods by rat-free lighters. 

With regard to the firs t question, my Committee would refer the 
Government to the Chamber 's Reports for 1902 and 1904, where £ne 
objections to the •· claytonnising" of ships with part cargoes on board 
o.re tully dealt with. 

In regard t o the transference of goods by rat-free lighters my Com
mittee consider that with the present class of lighters in use in the 
Colony this 1s an absolute impossibility. 

As is well-known, all the so-called lighters are in reality Chinese 
cargo boats, and there are pactically no lighters , in the proper sense 
of the word, outside the few owned by private Compames. 

It is obviously impossible to make these cargo boats rat-free, as 
thP.y are constantly alongsidcl jetties, river and coastmg steamers and 
other craft receiv10g and discharging .goods. Rats may therefore come 
on board at any moment or br. concealed in many ciasses of cargo 
without anyone being aware of their presence. lt will thus be seen 
that the value of a fumigat ion may be rendered nugatory even a few 

hours after it had been effected. 

In the above circumstances, the question naturally anses as to the 
period for which a rat-free certificate will hold good, and as to whether 
the cargo boat holding the certificate is r eally r at-free at any time 
durmg such penod. To relieve this uncertainty frequent fumigatiOn 
fiill have to be made, and the expense of doing tb1s would be more 
than Chmese shippers and cargo boat owners could or would be willmg 
to submit to. 

Further, a large proportion of the trade to the P hilippines and the 
Netherlands I ndia is in rice, fresh goods, etc., which cannot well be 
handled in fumigated lighters. 

In conc11Usion, my Committee are of the opm10n that if the 
American Government were to pass such a law, as 1s suggested in the 
Health Officer's report, and which no doubt the U.S. Medical Officer 
at this port would like to see adopted, the local t rade to the Philippines 
would be seriously hampered, if not stopned altogether. 
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For the same reason set forth above, my Committee consider that 

the proposal contained in t!Je communication of the Consul-General 
for the Netherlands is unworkable.-! am, etc. , 

K !. M. WILLIAMti, Secreta ry 
The Honourable the Colonial Secretary. 

LIGHT ON KAPSING ISLAND. 

Colonial Secretary's Office, Hongkong, 
20th September, 1911. 

Sir,-With reference to your letter of the 2nd February, 1910, and 
to previous correspondence, l ,m directed to inform you that it is 
proposed to erect on the southern t!ummit of Kap Sing lsland, which 
is 95ft. 6in. above sea-level, a tower measuring 24ft. Gm. in height 
(from base to centre of light) for a fifth o:;~der double-Jiashing white 
light. The centre or focal plane of such light would be 120ft. auove 
ordnance datum; and I am to inquire whether you; Committee concur 
in thinking that this will be the most advantageous m:>nner of erect

ing the light. 

2. I enclose copies of minutes by the Director of P ublic W:>rks 
and the Harbour Master, dated the 30th ultimo and the 5th inst., 
and I may add that it would not be practicable to r educe the height 
of the tower, as the iron skeleton tower was sent out complete for that 
height, with the clock-work winding arrangement to work the revolvmg 
apparatus. There is a fog-bell to this tight, and the Harbour Mastor 
thinks that the altitude of 120 feet, at which the centre of the light wi:! 
be, instead of the altitude of 30 feet suggested in a letter from Mr. 
W. E. Clarke t o the O'hamber of Commerce dated the 14th May, 1909, 
will make no a,ppreciable difference to the fog-line.-! am, etc., 

WARREN BARNES, Colonial SecretarJ. 
Tth. Secretary, Hongkong General Chamber of Commerce, 

(Minute dated the' 30th August, 191 I, by D.P. W.) 
1 attach a drawing of the light and quarters. It was ongmai.i;v 

intended to so fix the position of the light tower that the light would 
net be visible from the north-that is to say, to keep the light below the 
top of t he island. 

Owing to fhe configuration of the ground, that is not possible, 
except at great expense. 

In the plan now forwarded the tower is sh )Wn in the only position 
on the side of the island that was .Practicable at a. reasonable cost., 

I 



72 

T 

but it will be seen that the light is above the top of the isiand, and 
therefore visible from the north. 

It will, therefore, be necessary to obscure it on that side by a dark 
shade. 

This being so, it will be still cheaper to put the tower· and quarters 
on the very top of the island, and so save the cutting into the hill side. 
It will also make the quarters cooler. 

The Harbour Master concurs. 

(SigncJ) A. CHURCHILL, per D.P. W. 

P.S.-It is a. technical point whether it is necessary to screen the light 
at all from the north. I will see the Harbour Master. 

(Minute by the Harbour Master dated 5th September, 1911.) 

Ma Wan light lies N.W. 8 cables from the proposed Kap Sing 
Light, and forms the necessary leading light for vessels bound West 
from, or coming East towards, ;Kap Sing M un. 

The highland on Lantau (N.E.) and also on Ma Wan would block 
out the Kap Sing Light to the northward. 

I am of opinion that lKap Sing light s'110uld show from N.SO degrees 
W. through South to N.27 degrees K; tlH•se bearings are from the 
light. I have altered the eastern bearing so as to take in a larger 
sectwn of water between Cheung Hue and Ma Wan. The light on this 
bearing, i.e., N.27 deg~ees E., would cut dear of the shoals and broken 
water. 

(Signed) C. W. BEO;KWITH, 5/9/11. 

Hongkong Chamber of Commerce, 

8th Oct<Jber, 1911. 

Sir,-Yonr letter of tbe 20th September, 1911 (No. 8,824/04) on the 
subject of the erection of a light on Kapsing Island has now been 
considered by m;y Committee, and I am directed to reply as follows:-

Tlle Committee note that the centre of the light will be at an alti
tude of 120ft. instead of 30ft. The opinion of shipmasters ~ t'hat the 
lirrbt should be erected as low down as possible, but as the delay and 
e;pensc of preparing a site for this purpose would be great, and as the 
:natter is an urgent one, the Committee will welcome the early erection, 
in the manner proposed by the Government, of the Kapsing Light 
which will be so important a factor in the safe navigation of the 
Capsuimun Pass. 

The Committee trust, however, that the Government will see it.s 
""a;v tn adopt th' tl"o f0Uowi.ny rP<:PIPmer.d~ti<'UB:-
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1.-That the lig'ht be R~d from N.84 W. to 8.18 E. This will 
cover the Bun;;ansiah Rock. This is the proper daylight 
bearing of the marks for clearing the rock. Kau I Chau, 
just open of t'he West end of Lam m a Island. 

2.-That the rocks down below the lighthouse be whitewashed, 
and the keepers be instructed to keep them so. This will 
be a distinct ive mark for hazy days when the fog is lying 
well down over the land but it is quite clear on the water. 

My Committee understand that the Harbour Master has already 
been approached unofficially wit h regard to these ho pt·oposals, and 
that he has no objection to their adoption.-! am, etc., 

E. A. M. WILLIAMS, Secretary. 

The Honourable the Colonial Secretary. 
P.S.-1 beg to return herewith the drawing of the .Kapuing Isla.nd 

Light. 

Colonial Secretary's Office, 

11th October, 1911. 

Sir,-Referring to your letter of the 5th October on the sub ject of 
the 1Kapsing Light, I am directed to inform you that the Gcvernmen~ 
is prepa'.'ed to adopt the sug.gestions contained in paragraph 3, an(l that 
the erection of the light will be umlertaken for thwith.-! am, etc. , 

WARREN BARNES, Colonial Secretary. 
The Secretary, Ifongkong General Chamber of Commerce. 

SHIPMENT OF GOODS I N ONE BOTTOM, UND.L<.:R THE 

PAYNE TARIFF LAW, 1909. 

Colonial Secretary's Office, Hongkong. 

29th September, 191 1. 

Bir ,- With reference to Gazette Notice No. 180 of the 16th of las!. 
J une, I am directed to enclose for the information of you1· Chamber 
r•.opy of a despatch dated 2nd September, which has been received h orn 
the Secretary of .11tate for the Colonies.-! am,. etc., 

C. CLEMENT!, for Colonial Secretary. 

The Secretary, ft:ongkong General Ch<~-mber of Commerce1 
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Downing S tr eet, 2nd September, 1911. 

Sir, - I have the honour to transmit to you the paper noted below 
on the subject of the shipJ,Uent of goods in'' one bottom.' '-! have, etc., 

(Signed) L . HARCOUR'£. 
The Officer Administering the Government of Hongkong. 

British Consu!ate-General, Manil-a, 
3rd July, 1911. 

Sir,-With reference to my despatch No. 9 Commercial of May 31st 
last and to Customs Administrative Ciroular No. 575 forwarded in. Mr. 
Layard's despatch No. 2-3 Commercial of September 26th, 1009, I have 
tne honour to enclose a newspaper cutting dealing with the "One 
bot tom law." In view of the recent decision, reported in the above 
despatch, of the High Court of Customs Appeals iu America, that 
goods shipped from the P hilippines to America on a through Bill of 
Lading would be entitled to free entry, even though they had not actu
ally been shipped in one bottom, a local importer approached the 
Collector of Customs some few days ago with a r equest that the same 
ruling might be applied to goods shipped from the United States to 
the Phillppines. Colonel McCoy, Insular Collector, however, stated 
~hat he adhered to his previous ruling namely, that, in order to ensurt> 
free ent.ry of goods into the I slands under the Payne Tariff Law ot 
190iJ, such goods must be shipped in one bottom. 

It would, therefore, appear that it is still the intention of the local 
author ities to enforce this r uling, and it will be interesting to observe 
whether local impor ters will attempt to obta;n any decision on t his 
point from thB local courts. --! havA, etc., 

(Signerl) A. E. WILEMAN. 
Sir E. Gray, Bart., M.P., et-c., Foreign Office. 

EXEMPT iNG OF JURYMEN. 

.· Hongkong, 18th April, 1911. 
Sir,-My shipping clerk, Mr. F. M. X. Souza, has been summoned 

to appear as a juror a t t he Supreme Court on and a ft.er the 24th inst. 
(next Monday). 

'l'his day and the next on;? are the most busy for him t hree 
steamers calling here at t he sam.e time, and I cannot have the' urgent 
work secured without his help, owing to the reduced staff in my office. 

In this circumstance I beg to request the support of the Chamber 
of Commerce in order to obtain from His Excellency the Governor that 

75 

V 

he will authorise His Hon. Sir Francis P iggott, Chief Justice, to grant 
an exemption in ·favour of this man, who would be able to appear at 
the Court on and aiter the 26th inst. should the sess~on not he closed 
at that time. 

I shall feel obliged if you would kindly take the matter into con 
sideration, and I thank you in advance.-! have, etc., 

P. THOMAS, Agent M.M. 

To the Chairman of the Chamber of Commerce, Hongkong. 

Chambers, 18th April, 1911. 

Sir,-The agent of the Messageries Maritime came to see me thi~ 
morning to ask me to excuse his shipping clerk from attending the 
jury next Monday. I referred him to you in order that, as I hoped, 
the Chamber . would take up the question of the Executive Council 
givmg me power to grant exemption on good caus~ shewn. I gather 
that my reason for asking the Chamber to act in the matter, as I have 
done in Court, is not fully understood. I therefore t ake this oppor 
tunity of laying my views before the Committee. 

Hardly an assize passes without my receiving applications for 
exemption. I have no power to grant them; but I have stretched a 
pomt in the case of persons who have public or quasi-public duties to 
perform; but even then only when the appl ication is made in Court 
on the day of the Assize. But there are many cases in which ex em p· 
tion should be granted where there is likely to be a hardship ~aused to 
the individual, or to the firm in which h~ works. B'llt I cannot act, 
and have invariably refused, for if I granted one application and :re
fused another, for however good cause, I should lay myself open to a 
charge of favouritism. It is for this reasrm that, ior the general good 
of the community, I should like the Chamber to act, and request the 
Governor in Executive Council to pass a resolution givmg me authority 
to exempt, on good cause shown, "in cases where I am satisfied that 
there is a case of real hardship, and before the assize day. The case 
of the Messageries is a good one, and is typical of many that have 
come before me. It occurred to me therefore that this was a favour
able opportunity for asking the Chamber to move. 

The resolution could, if H.E. approve, be passed this week, and 
the new pr-acedure come into force at once.-1 have, etc., , 

F . T. P IGGOTT, Chief Justice 

'l'he Chairman, The Chamber of Commerce. 

Hongkong Chamber of Commerce, 
H ongkong, 27tn April, 1911. 

Sir,--J am directed to reply to your lett er of April 18th that my 
Committee think it very nndesirable that any change shonld be ma.rle in 
the existing procedure. 
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They are aware of many instances where service on a jury is 
attended by serious personal inconvenience, but they consider that cur 
present scheme of government demands, in this connection, the per
formance of public duty whenever called upon, and that any discrimina· 
tion would give rise to attempted evasions without shadow of .-eason 
and to endless trouble. - ! have, etc., 

E. A. M. WILLIA.!Yll:l, Secretary. 
P. Thomas, Esq., Agent, 

Oompagnie des Messageries Maritime, Hongkong. 

Hon~kong Chamber of Commerce, 

27th April, 1911. 

Sir,-1 have now the honour to reply to your letter of 18th April as 
follows:-

My Uommittee have carefully considered your communication, but 
do not consider it desirable that any alteration should be made in the 
existing procedure. 

They desire me to convey to you their appreciation of your sym
r:athy with members of the commercial community called upon to give 
public service at inconven if\ nt moments, but they consider tha.t our 
present scheme of gtwernmf nt demands, in this connection, the per
formance of public duty \\ henever called upon, and that any dis
crimination would give rise f.o attempted evasions w1thout shadow of 
reason and to endless t rouble.-! have, etc., 

E. A. M. WILLIAM~, Secretary. 

His Honour, Sir l<'rancis T. Piggott, Kt., 

Ch)ef Justice, Hongkcng. 

• 
Chambers, 28th April, 1911. 

Sir,-! am much obliged by your letter conveying the opinion of 
the L:hamber on the question of exempting j urymen. 

l desire, in order that there should be no misapprehension on the 
subject, that the Committee should know t ha.t the clerk of the -Mes

sa.gerJes Ma.r itime was in fact excused, becanse I came to the conclusiOn 
that the public is sufficiently interested in the work of a shipping clerk, 
mure espeeially when t here is cargo in transit, to bring him within the 

rule I had laid down. At the time of writmg I was not very clear as to 
what the duties of a shipping clerk were.-! am, etc., 

F. T. PIGGOTT, Chiei Justice. 

71 

V 

H ongkong Chamber of C<Jmmerce, 
1st May, 1911. 

Sir,-I 'have the honour to forward, for the information of .His 
Excellency the Governor, the enclosed copy of correspondence whiCh 
has passed between Sir Francis Piggott, U. J·., and this \Jhambe.r upon 
the g_uestion of the exemption of jurymen.-! am, etc., 

E. A. M. WI.LLlAM:::l, Secretary. 
Hon. Mr. 0. Clementi, Oolomal Secretary. 

~ 
DIS.PLAYING OF LOCAL STORM SIGNALS IN KOWLOON BAY. 

September 27th, 1911. 

Dear Sir, - Last typhoon season a letter was sent you from van ous 
masters of merchant vessels, in regard to the displaying of the local 
storm signals in Kowloon Bay for the information of vessels weather· 
bound. 

His Excellenq the Governor stated as a reply that he considered 
the shipmaster's barometer should be a sufficient guide, and that con
sequently any further displaying of signals was unnecessary. Without 
being accurate to words, that was the gist of Hia Excellency' s answei'. 

Now that the typhoon season is with us and, in spit e of His Excel
lency's opinion, still experiencing the same disadvantage when in 
shelter consequent on lack of scient ific information of the storm, we 
desire to offer an alt ernate suggestion, first commenting on His Excel
lency's reply t o the previous request. 

We consider the mere fact of t he establishment of an Observatory 
nere and at other places a sufficient rebuttal of the contention that a 
barometrical observation at one place will give t"hat mformation wh1ch 
may be considered to be a sufficient guide to the shipmaster. That the 
Hongkong Observa tory was instituted and staffed with the idea of re· 
ceiving those numerous observations from a chain of stations which 
alone will give reliable ne ws of the storm, and that consequently a 
single observa tion is only valuable in conjunction with others from 
different stations. 

The Colony being put t o considerable expense in acquiring this 
information, it 1s only reasonable that it should he freely imparted to 
the shipping when they most require it, viz., during t"he passing of a 
storm. 

Th e waters of the Colony chic fly used as harbours of refuge are 
Junk and tKowloon Bays and behind Stonecutters, and m t he vicinity 
of these are the forts at LY.:eemun and on Stonecutters Island. 

We suggest that during the passing of a storm the officer corn· 
manding these forts be supplied from the Observatory with all informa
tion it is possible to giv.e regarding t he weatlter, both by night as well 
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11.s L.v day, and although t.hc experience of merchant vessels in the past 
is that they have received a prompt reply from these tor ts when called 
up, the information at their disposal was meagre, and that His 
Majesty's Government requ~st the Officer Commanding to pass on his 
more complete information to any vessel on demand by semaphore or 
Morse. 

May we request you to put this mv,tter before your Committee. -
We. are, etc. , · 

G. S. Weigall, s.s " Namsang "; T. H. Ohristie, Canton 
ki,·cr P ilot ; J. Liddell, s.s. "Ch eongshing "; R. Lake, B. Bradley, 
s.s ... .Kutsang ;" S. J. Payne, s.s. " Ya tshing ;"G. Mattock, s.s. "Chun
sang ;" P . H . Rolfe, s.s. " Yuensang ;" T. Mooney, s .s. "Chipsing ;" 
T. A. Mitchell, s.s. "Fooksang ;'' L. Hussey, s.s. " Tungshing ;" 
Bpnncer Wilde, s.s. 11 Hangsang ;" ·w. F. Richards, s .s. "'l'ungshing ; " 
\V. Leask, s.s. 11 Loongsang ;" M. Picknell, s.s . " Suisang ; " 

The Secreta1~y, Hongkong General Chamber of Commerce, 

Letters were sent to the following firms asking for t heir views un 
the subject :-Messrs. Buterfield and Swire, Jardine Matheson and Uo., 
Ltd., Jebsen and Co., Shewan Tomes and Co., Douglas Lapraik and Uo., 
Melchers and Co. 

H ongkong, 1st November, 1911. 
Sir,--We acknowledge receipt of your letter of the 13th October 

enclosmg a letter signed by certain Captains of merchants steamers in 
!lonnection with the displaying of stonn signals for the mformation o f 
weatherbound veesels. 

The position, as we understand it,_ is as follows:-

At the pr esent time, and since the system of signals on Blackhead's 
P oint was started on the 8th Septem her last, steamers lying in K owloon 
Hay can obtain. by day, the same information as is obtamable by all 
ships i n the harbour. lt is true that they are unable to obtain par
ticulars during the niett, but in typhoon weather, with unfavoura.ble 
signals flying in the late afternoon or evening, we do not think that 
shipmasters would in any case, whether they could obtain informa£io11. 
during the night or not, consider it prudent to leave their anchorage 
l:>efore the following morning. 

Steamers lying behind Stonecutter's I sland have at least two, pos
kibl? thn~.e. sources of da,r information, the signals flown on Green 
l sln.nd, Signal Hill, and t he H ongkong and Kowloon 
Wharf and Godown Co.'s premises. The last-named i~:;, 
ho\< ever, perhaps not so easily discernable as the others. 
\' i,!l:ht ~ngnals are exhibited on the H ongkong and Kowloon 
\.Vharf and Godown Uo. 'a buildings, and, according to the position of 
ver,sel behind Stonecutter's Island may, or may not, be visrble from thb 
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anchorage the1·e. If, however, they_ can be read by any Vessel lylil!s 
at its eaetcrn end, the informatwu could i.Je eas1ly QLlSsed on to other 
vessels in the anchorage. 

Steamers iying in J unk Bay eau commumcate by semaphore and 
Morse w1th Cape Uollinson Lighthouse, and, although there is only one 
Et.:rope:J.n stationed theie, he has definite instr uctions to give all avail
able mformation during typhoon weather and we understand there is 
no pactical or appreciable difficulty in obtaining it except perhaps at 
mght. 

I£ the Observatory had to supply to the Forts named, as suggested, 
" &11 mformation it is possible to give regarding the weather," "both 
hy mght as well as by day,'' for the benefit of vessels behind Stone
r a tter's I sland, in K owloon Bay and Junk Bay, s1milar information 
would, we prc.•ume, also be required by ships lying in the Harbour 
proper. 

While we quite agree with t he general principle that the more 
information that can be obtained, the better the posit10n from tho 
romt of view of both shipmasters and owners, and appreciate the 
desire for further facilities for obtaining same, our own opinion, ancl 
t.hat of our Experts also, is that the existing arrangements for pro· 
viding weather infol'mation are suffi cicnt for all practical purposes. W t' 
do not consider, therefore, that the suggestion for additional informa
tion 'ut at present of such importance as to warrant the Chamber of 
Commerce taking it up with tbe Government.--We are, etc., 

BU'l'TERFlELD AND SWIRl!; 

The Secretary, Hongkong General Chamber of Commerce. 

Hongkong General Chamber of Commerce, 

H ongkong, 5th December, 1911. 

Sir, --I am directed by my Committee to refer you to the correspon
dence which took place between the Government and this Chamber, com
mencing with your letter of the lOth November, 1909, on the subject of the 
erection of a Typhoon Signal Station at Tsat Tsze Mni. 

My Committee have now received a communication from Masters of 
vessels complaming of the disadvantage which they suffer when in shelter 
from the lack of scientific information regarding storms. 

The waters of the Colony chiefly used as Harbours of refuge are 
Junk Bay, Kowloon ·Bay, and behind Stonecutters' Island, and in the 
vicinity of these pla.ces are situated the Fo'l.'ts at Lyeemun and on Stone
cutters' I sland. 

It appears that ~fasters of vess~ls have on occasions, when sheltering 
during the passing of a st.orm called up these forts with a view to obtain
ing information regarding the weather, aud, w'hilst their experience is 
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that they have invar]ably received a prompt reply, the information at the 
disposal of the forts was meagre and inadequate. 

The Committee beg to suggest that instructions be issued to the 
Director of Observatory to supply the Commanding Officer;:~ ot. th.
forts in question during the passing of a storm both by day and by mght, 
lw1th all the information it is possible to give concerning the weather, so 
that. vessels "speaking" the forts may obtain more complete information 
than they have hitherto received. 

The Committee trust that this suggestion will have the approval CJf 
His Excellency the Governor, and that ~he will r~quest t.he c.o-op~ra~ion 
of His Excellency the General Officer Commandmg, as 1t w1ll, 1t g1ven 
effect to, confer gn•at benefit on the senfaring commnnity.-l am, etc., 

E. A. M. WILLIAMS, Secretary 

The Honourable the Colonial Secretary. 

Hongkong General Chamber of Commerce, 
7th December, 1911. 

Dear Sirs -With reference to your letter ot the 29th September, 
1911, on the 'subject oi the displaying of the loca.l Storm Signals in 
Kov·loon Ba,Y for ~he information of vess~ls weather~ound, I ?eg. to 
enclose for your information a copy of th1s Chamber~ commu~1Catwn 
to the Government d11ted 5th December, 1911, from whiCh you w1ll note 
that the Chamber has ~pported the suggestion contamoed in the 
penultimate paragraph of your letter under reply.-! am, etc., 

E. A. M. WILLlAMI::l, Secretary. 

Capt. P. H. Rolfe and Co., Signatories, Hongkong. 

Colonial Secretary's Office, Hongkong. 

27th January, 1912. 

Sir,-In reply to your letter of 5th D-ecember on the subject of the 
supply of informat ion to masters of vessels regar~mg storms, I ~m 
direct ed to inform you that arrangements a<'e bemg made by tne 
courtesy of the military authorities for the hoisting of day signals on 
the flagstaff near the F ield Officer's qu:1rters at Lyeemoon, where they 
will be visible to ships both in Junk Hay and Kowloon Bay, and that 
the Standard Oil Co~pany has kindly consented t o hoist day sign~ls on 
theil· mast at Lai-Chi-Kok on being supplied with ihe ncccs~:try mfor
mation by the Observatory thr')ugh the public telephone exchange. 
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2. N igbt signals cannot be arranged for eiliciently, as the only 
means of communicating them would be by oil lamps, which would 
require constant attention, and would be very liable to be exting;uished 
in strong winds.-! am, etc., 

0. OLEMENTI, Colonial Secretary. 

Hongkong General Chamber of Uommerce, 
9th February, 1912. 

Dear Sirs,-In continuation of my letter to you of 7th December 
last, I now take pleasu-re in enclosi ng a copy of the Government's reply 
on the ;,ubject of the arrangementsmade towarcl->amoreadequatesupply 
of information regarding weather conditions, for the benefit of vessels 
sheltering in certain vicinities during the passing of a storm. 

I shall be glad if you will circulate the Government's reply among 
your co-signatories for their information.-Yours, etc., 

E. A. M. WILLIAl\18, Secretary. 

Captain P. H. Rolfe and Co., Signatories, Hongkong. 

(JALCU'I'TA " ALL BRITISH " EXHIBITION. 

St. Stephen's House, Victoria Embankment, Westminster, 

July 31st, 1911. 

Dear Sir,.-! have the honour to enclose a draft of Preliminary 
!'rospectus for the Calcutta " All British " Exhibition, and would ask 
if you would kindly place it before the President and members of your 
Council by way of information only. 

· Thanking you in anticipation.-! am, etc., 

FRANK W. RART, Secretary, pro tern. 

The Secreta..y, Hongkong General Chamber of C-ommerce. 

Hongkong General Chamber of Uommerce, 
6th l::leptember, 1911. 

lJear Sir,-1 beg to acknowledge the receipt of your letter of 8lst 
July, 1911, and of a copy of a draft preliminary Prospectus of the 
Galcutta '' All British " Exhibition 
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I much apprecia te your courtesy in forwarding to this Chamber 
1 he copy of the Prospectus which I have d uly laid betore the Members 
of my Committee.-! am, etc .• 

E. A. M. WILLlAMS, Secretary. 

Frank W. Hart, Esq., Secretary pro. tcm. The Calcutta "All 
liritish" Exhibition, St. Stephen's House, Westminster. 

L.J£0TURES ON THE RESOUROES OF THE P HlLlPPINES. 

Manila Merchant~= Association (incorporated), 

Manila, Philippine I»lands, 

August 18th, 1911. 

Dear Sir,-1 have the honour to invite the officers and members 
of ,1''1:1r Chamber t o attend a series of le,~tures on the .Resonrces of tbl:l 
Phihpy,ines, to be given during the next ten months by Dr. Paul C. 
Freer, Director of the Bureau of Science, and his staff, under the 
auspices of this Association. 

The lectures will be illustrated to the fullest possible extent with 
lantern slides and as the Bureau of Ssicnce has vast stores of informa· 
tion of a commercial nature, we believe that your members would reap 
advantages worth many times the cost of the trip to Manila. 

We have endeavoured, as far as possible, _to arrange the lecture 
schedule to correspond with that of the larger passenger steamers 
and to accommodate the China lines as well, for the convenience of 
your members and the busines~ men of t he Uhiua coast .generally. We 
enclose schedule of lectures and dates to February, 1912, for your 
mtormahon. 

Many of your members probably never have visrted Manila, and, 
as we believe we have something worth showing in the way of a c1ty, 
we hope t he added indu0ement ol these lectures will lead your mem
bers to make the trip to the Philippines. 

These Islands have passed the experimenta~ stage in development, 
and the accurate commercial informatiOn to be given by the Bureau 
of Science i.n these lecture-s, we believe, wouhl point out many open
ings and opportunities in which your business men could share. 

We also hope t'o see many of your members here to attend these 
lectures because of the opportunity that would be afforded yourselves 
and our Association to get together and co·operate m whatever ways 
presented themselves, for the betterment of business conditions in the 
Unerrt. 

sa 
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We await your reply in the hope that we shall hear of a whole 
ateai?~r-load o~ U~una Uoast. business_ men on its way from your rort 
to VlBit the Phrhpmes, to which we will bid you most heartily welcome. 
-Yours, etc., 

MULOW K SPRI.NG.t£1\, President. 
Mr. E. A. M. Williams, Secretary,Hongkong Uhamber of Oommerce, 

A series of ten lectures, given by members of the staff ofthe Burea u 
of Scre~ce, _under the auspices of th e Manila Merehants' Association · at 
the MaJ esttc Theatre. ' 

September 19th, 1911. 

1. 'l'he Bureau of Science, its meaniug to the Uommercia.J Public 
and Its work, by Paul U. Freer, Director of the Bureau. 

October 17th, 1911. 

2. The P hilippine•' Alcohol I ndust ries by H. D. Gibbs, Chief of 
the Division of Organic Chemistry. ' 

December 5th, 1911. 

3. l::lugar production in the Philippine Isllands by Waiter .B 
Gander, lloilo Sugar Laborat:>ry of the Bureau of' Science. · 

January 15th, 1912. 
4. Roads and road materials, by Warren D. Smith, Chief of the 

Division of Mines. 
February 23rd 1912. 

5. The salt production of the Philippines, by Alvin J. Cox, Chief 
of the Division of General Inorganic and Physical Chemistry. 

March, 1912. 

6. Gold Milling and Mills, by Frank T. EddingfieJd, Division of 
Mines. 

Apnl, 1912. 

7. 'l'he Cocoanut ProLluction of the Phihppine Isla:1ds, by l'aui 
0. .Freer, Director of the llurea.u. 

May, 2912. 

8. Silk Pr0J udion in t he Philippines, by Charles S. Hil.nk;;_ Ento 
mologi:Jt, Bu:·ea u of Science. 

J une, 1912. 

9. Economic P lants, and Plants diseases, by Elmer D !br i t 
Botanist, Bureau of Science. 
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July, 191~. 

10. 'l'he Sampling of Mines and Assaying, by Paul R. Fannmg, 
Division of Mines. 

The lectures begin at 5.30 p .m. The individual lectures are subject 
to changes. 

Hongkong GeiJ.eral Chamber O'f Uommerc.e, 

Hongkong, 6th September, 1911. 

Dear Sir,- .r beg to acknowledge the receipt ?f ~our letter of :i8th 
August, mviting the Officers and Members of th~~ Chamber to attend 
a s ,~rBs of lectures on the Resources of the Pblhppl1WS, ·to bt gnen 
under the auspices of your Association. 

My Uommittee very much appreciate your kind invitation, and are 
bringing the matter before tbe Members. 

'l'he Commiteee have no doubt Members who have oooasion to 
journey to the Philippines will make a poin~ of a.tt~nding the l~ctures, 
and also avail themselves of the opportumty of d1sCU8S1ng w1th you 
topics of mutual interest.--! am, etc., 

E. A. M. WILLJAMS, Secretary. 

The President. Manila Merchants' Association, Mamla. t>.l. 

Manila Merchants' Association (Incorporated), 

Manila, Philippine Islands, 
8eptember 11, 1911. 

Dear Sir -Your letter of Septemher 6th, stating that some of your 
members wo~ld avail themselves of our invitation to atte_nd. the lec
ture course by the Bureau of Science ·Staff was most grat1fymg to ';Is, 
and we have the honour to send you, under separate cover, 50 cop1es 
of the programme of the lectures whose dates you will note a?commo
da.te not onl.:; the Trans-Pacific liners, but the Hongkong-Mamla hnes 
also as far as possible. 

Hoping to see many of y<lur Members present at the lectures,--1 
am, etc., 

M'CLOW E. SPRINGER, Preesident. 
Mr. E. A. M. Williams, Secretary, Hongkong General Chamber 

of Commerce, Hongkong, China. 
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PROSECUTION OF THE BANCO NA'l'IONAL UL'l'RAMARIN O 

OF MAUAU. 

9, Queen's Road, Hongkong, 

18th t:i.eptember, 1911. 

Dear Sir,-We are instructed b~ Mr. A. V. Apcar, to write you 
with reference to t he charge recently brought against him at the Magis
tracy of issuing and circulating in this Uolony bank notes of · the Banco 
Nac10nal Ultramarino of Macau, without having been authorised to do 
so by His Majesty's Secretary of Stat.e, on which charge he was 
conviCted· upon evidence being given of the fad that, on a tew occasions, 
he had, at the request of an applicant therefor, given such notes in 
exchange for other notes of local banks. 

It is our Client's desire, a3 he understands it to be that of other 
members, that the matter should be brought fully to the notice of t he 
Chamber of Commerce, with a view to some steps being t aken to 
prevent the serious inconvenience which must be felt by the merchants 
and bankers of this Colony, if the decision of the Magisrate is left 
unchallenged. The course which our Client would naturally be expected 
to pursue is to appeal to the Supreme Court against the decision, but, 
inasmuch as such a procedure would entail expense, and he is in no 
way personally affected or prejudiced by it in t he future, otherwise 
than as a general mercha.nt, he is unwilling to incur such expense. H e 
is not so prejudiced or affected, because it is no part of his business to 
exchange Macao notes for others, wha.Lever be has done m this respect 
havmg been done solely for the purpose of obliging an applicant- for 
the notes, and with no benefit whatever to himself. Henceforth , unless 
it is declared by Authority that his conviction was absolutely un justi
fiable, he will save himself the t rouble of complying with any requP.st 
to be supplied with Macau notes. 

The facts of the matter are briefly as follows :-Our Client is the 
agent here for the ~facau Bank, for the very limited purpose of receiving 
from the local banks, and others, notes issued by the :M acau Bank, 
giving his chegue for the amount thereof, so long as he is supplied 
with funds for the purpose, and forwarding the notes to Macau. On a 
few occasions, as already stated, he has, on the request of perscns 
who he understood were about to visit Macau, exchanged Macau ncteB 
for local notes. In so doing he has been held by the Magistrate, l\fr. 
Hazeland, to be guilty of an indictable offence under Ordmance No. 2 
of 1895, which prohibits any person carrying on thebusmess of bank
ing from making, issuing, or circulating, bank-notes with out the sane_ 
tion of the Secretary of State. 

'l'he Ordinance in question prescribes no penalty for non-observance 
of its provisions, but Mr. Hazeland held, in effect, that where an Ordi
nance prohibits the doing of any act, if such act is committed, it is 
1\P. ipqictable offence, puni11hable b~ a maximum fine of $100·-and auch 
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maximum fine he inflicted upon our Client. In so holdmg the Magis
trate was, in our opinion, entirely incorrect, for the Authorities on the 
subject go to show that it is only where a Statute or Ordinance pro
hlbtts the doing of an act which is mala in se, or is a public nuisance, 
that surh act amounts to an indictable offence. The proper method or 
preventing such an act as is prohibited by Ordinance 2 d lbS:i, jg by 
prcceedmg in a civil Court, and obtaining an injunction. 

However the question of whether or not the rrimw.al court had 
jurisdiction in this instance is not of such importance to consider as 
are the grounds upon which the Magistrate convioted our Client; v;ith 
whtt:ll grcunds we will now deal:-

'\\•ith regard to the first part of Mr. Hazeland's d· ctsion in "'l icb 
he hC'lds that Mr. Apcar is "carrying on the businells of b11.nl iLg" 
w:th~n th., meaning of the Ordinance because h~ J!i Hcusomed to do 
one or two, only, of the very numerous things which appertain to the 
bunr.e~s o; banking, we have to point out-first, that m Pv.>ry text 
bovk on the· subject it is stated that the most t dSMtial part of the bus
iness of a banker is the constitution of himself as a debtor to his cus
tomer. In Lord Ha.lsbury's book on the laws of Engla.nd a banker's 
bus.nc..ss 1~ thus defined:-" The business of banking, strictly ~peaking, 
id the receipt of money from, or on account of a custom<O:r, to be repaid 
on demand or when drawn by cheque. In the case of Banks lawful!! 
tssumg bank notes such issue is a part of banking busine:;s." 

It would be the height of absurdity to hold that, because of the 
above definition, any [person who received money for or on account 
of a customer, which he undertook to repay on demand, carried on ~he 
business of banking. But it is submitted that it would, i.t possible, be 
atill more absurd to hold that a person carries on the business of bank· 
mg who does not do the particularly essential part of the business 
of a banker, which is to receive money from a customer, and to incur a 
liability to repay it on demand, or when drawn on by cheque. Never
theless this is what Mr. Hazeland has held, and the natural inference 
to be drawn from his decision is that whosoever does anything which is 
ordinarily done by a banker in his business carries on the business 
of bankmg I" · 

In this connection it might be useful to refer to the authority 
cited by Mr. Hazeland in support of his second dectsion-the case of 
Attorney-GenP.ral v. BirkLeck (12 Q :B. D. 605). In the latter part of 
the judgment of Lord Coleridge in this case he refers to th·e interpre
t;ation of the word " bankers " in the Bank Charter Act, which word 
is applicable to every person " carrying on the h!usiness of banking 
whether by the issue of bank-notes or otherwise," and he says " it is 
n ot Impossible that this expression may mean 'carrying on the busi
ness of a banker whether he issues notes or not,' " because in the 
earlier statutes " the word 'bank' and the expression ' exclusive privi
lege of banking' is used to mean a bank of issue " distinguished from a 
bank of qeposit" It is a.pparent from this, to the meanest capf!mty, 
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tba.t the possibility_ could not have occurred to the learned Ju<1g~ 
to construe the expression "carrying on Lhe business of banking,'' il.S 

meaning anything else than what is :universally understood by it 
which is carrying on by a person of a business in which he rece1ves 
money ·which he undertakes to repay when drawn on by cheque, and 
in which, if there Is nothing to prevent it, he issues liis own bank 
notes .. 

In the case cited, although as stated in Lord Halsbury's Laws of 
England the issue of banknotes is " part of banking business," it was 
held that where the business of a bank was solely that of issuing bank
notes it was not carrying on a banking busmess-thus showmg clearly 
that It was considered by Lord Coleridge that the carrying on of part 
only of a bankers business, though it might be a most important part, 
and one which could only be carried on by a banlrer, is not '' carrymg 
on the business of banking." 

As to the second ground for the Magistrate's decision, according 
to his definition of the word "issue " in the Ordinance, every bank 
in the Colony (whether or not empowered to make and issue Its own 
notes) is committing an offence in handing over, in payment of a cus
tomer's cheque, banknotes of any bank but its own, and, of course, 
its own if not authorised by the Secretary of State. Mr. Hazeland 
r~ads the words of the judgment of Lord Colendge in the case of 
Attorney-General v. Birkbeck "the person who delivers them bmng 
prepared to take them up when they are presented for payment " 
as meaning that such person is, as evidenced by his past conduct, 
ready and willing to give cash or other notes in exchange for those 
he delivers, if the latter are presented. ~to hi!1i for payment. 1'he 
Yokohama Specie Bank, the German Bank, and numerous other 
banks in the Colony, posses'ling no sanrtion of the Secretary of State 
to issue notes, are all ready and willing to take up Tiongkong Bank 
notes, Bank of England notes or well know foreign ba.nknotes, and to 
pay cash or other notes for them; and all are ready and willing to give 
such notes t o customers w'ho ask for them, in exchange for the cus
tomer's cheque. Mr. Hazeland either omitted to read the r1·~t of 
the judgment in the case cited, or entirely failed to g:-3sp the St?Dse 
ot it To any: ordinary person, and certainly to one wbo has had a 
legal traininig, the meaning of the w0rds " prepared t o take them 
up" is made abundantly clear by Lord Coleridge in bis judgmetlt wMn 
he says "the Craven Bank Ltd., are under a contr~tct with B:'tkhck 
a.nd Uo., to cash the notes on presentment-when they give such nett~> 
ag!11'1•1t value received, they make themselves liable t.1 the perEon to 
wh Jm they give them if he presents in due course to Birkbec\. and Co. 
an::l the; dishonour them. Hence they fall within thP- definitior. of iHu
ing j•t<>t given. They give out the notes -.:o ffie puhhc, and thAy are 
bo•md t; th:-~akers of the notes, and also to the persons to whou' the 
notes are given, to give cash for them." The words " prepared to take 
t.Jwm t!p ' ' af~ tQUS ~:x;plai~ecl to lJ161loD "UJ1{fer ~ legal babilit~ to ~!Vtl 
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cao;·n fc~t tile notes." The issue by a person of :1. bill or note necessarily 
imparts a liability on the part of such person to the holder of the bill 
or Il<. te to pay the amount thereof. 

In thi s instance, although Mr. Apcar was pr91lared to take t;p 
any Macao Bank notes presented to him, in the sense that he was 
rell.•J" and willing to do so if he were provided by that Bank wttb 
ft:nd~ for the purpose, he was under no legal lia b1hty whatsoevt:>r to 
tt~ke them up. No man in his senses could ~ <·er loava tht>aJDt ot t.u;ng 
Mr. A1 car to recover the amount, in 1ocal curr) 1cy, of ally Macao 
D.mk note!! any more than a sane person ~ ou!d drt>,.m of slling th~ 
the lJhartered Bank to recover the value of a Hongkong and Shanghai 
Hanit .c.utu. Therefore in the proper, nnd full r·xpls:tiued Jr.c ~ mng Ol 

Lord Coler idge,s words "prepared to take them up" he cannot 
possibly l:e said to have been so prepar~=Jd. 'This being so, it would 
s~ :m t., b.:. a gross miscarriage of justice t·.> h 1ld t! ..... t h~ "lt>tolll'd " <he 
notes- a far greater injustice than it would be to hold that the Hong
kong Bank by giving its customers on request Yen .notes or Bank of 
England notes are issuing such notes because they are doubtless ready 
and willing to receive back those notes, and give cash, or credit a 
customer's account in exchange,. 

Ordinance No. 2 of 1895 is taken from the Bank Uhar te1 Act, 
and 1ts object undoubt edly was to prevent small banks, with but a 
small reserve of capital, from making, issuing, and circulating their 
own notes, to the prej udice of the persons receiving them in the 
event of such banks tailing to meet their liabilities. To construe 
the O:t:dinance as it has been construed by Mr. Hazeland, is to reduce 
1t t o an utter absurdity, for it would render it a criminal offence for 
all merchants and others in the "Colony, who issue bills, lend money, 
or do any thing at all which it is par t of the business of a bank to do, 
to pay, and so (according to Mr. Hazeland) issue and c1rculate banh 
notes of any description unless they are expressly autbonsed to do so 
by the Secretary of State. 

It is hard to believe that, by the express instructions of some h1gh 
authority in the Government, our client was singled out for prosecutiol!. 
under the Ordinance, and that, a conviction having been obtainea, 
it is not proposed to proceed against other persons m toe Colony who 
cannot plead that they do not carry on the business of banking, e.g. , 
the Managers of the various banks, and who undoubtedly every day 
do that which our client was charged with, and conviCted of, doing
that is to say, who invariably supply their customers, and others apply
ing with banknotes which they are not expressly sanct10ned by the 
Secretary of Sta.t.e to issue. This being so it may be expected that. 
information will be laid against such persons, and thus endeavours will 
be made, greatly to the inconvenience of the public, to put a stop to 
business which has ever been regarded in the United Kingdom, and all 
other parts of the world, !J-S perfectly lawful. For this reason it seems 
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to our client that the Chamber of Commerce may consider it advisable 
to make representations in the matter to the Government.-Yours, etc., 

WILKINSON Al\iD GRIST. 

E. A. M. Williams, Esq. Secretary, Chamber of Commerce. 
9 Queen's Hoad, Hongkong, 

19th September, 1911. 

Dear Sir-In continuation of our letter to you of this morning with 
reference to the Macao Bank case we think it may be useful to refer 
to tue Companies Acts and Ordinances as regards the meaning of tLe 
expression "' carrying on the business of banking.~· 

A precisely similar prov1sion is made by Section 1 of the Companies 
(Consolidation) Act, 1908. 

By section 4 of the Companies Act, 1862, it is provided that .. no 
company, association, or partnership consisting of more than ten 
persons shall be formed after the commencement of this Act, for the 
purpose of carrying on the business of banking unless it IS registered 

under this Act-and no company association or partnership consistmg 
of more than twenty persons shall be formed-for the purpose of carry
ing on any other business," etc. 

By Section 4 of the Companies' Ordinance 1865 (Hongkong), it 
is provided that " nothing in this Ordinance shall apply to or attect 
any Company, Association or Partnership, formed tor the purpose 
"of carrying on the businesa of banking," but ~artners.hips, etc., 

for~~d for other business purposes and consisting of more than tw ~'lty 
persons, are declared to be .illegal 

Could it . for one moment. be contended that, if the firm of Ami
toon V. Apcar and Co. consisted of more than twenty persons it waR 
not an illegal partnership, because ·the firm were agents for limited 
purposes for a foreign bank, and therefore "carried on the business of 
bankmg," notwithstanding the fact that the main business of the firm 
was that of general merchants I The sug-gestion seems to us to be 
absurd in the extreme. 

'l'here is no authority, either in the text books or in the reportPd 
cases, a Uompany law, defining the meaning of the expression " carry
ing on the business of banking. " 'l'h1s is left to the common sense of 
the public and the Courts, and can only possibly be construed as mean
ing what is universa.lly understood by the expression-that is to say, 
carrymg on a business in which all the ordinary duties and responsi
bilities of a banker are performed and incurred.-Yours, etc., 

WILKINSON AND GRIS'l'. 
E. A. M. Wi!Uams, Secretary, Chamber of Commerce. 
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Hongkong General Chamber of Uommerce, 

H ongli:ong, 7th October, 1911. 

Dear Sirs,-My Committee are in receipt of a letter from your 
Solicitors, Messrs. Wilkinson and Grist, on the subject of the recent 
prosecution against you of issuing and circulating in this Colony bank
notes of the Banco N acional Ul tramarino of Macao. 

In reply t hereto, I am directed to s tate that the matter, containing 
as it does many legal points, is not one upon which my ()bmmittee tee] 
they can give a reasoned opin ion.-! am etc., 

E. A. M. WILLIAMS, Secretary. 
Mesgrs. A. V. Apcar· and Compa ny, Hongkong .. 

AI 
LO SSES SUSTAINED BY LOCAL FIRM THRO UGH THE 

CHINESE REVOLUTION. 

Hongkong, 29th November, 1911. 

Dear Sir, - We beg to forwa.rd you her ewith copy of a letter we 
have this day addressed to the H onourable the Colonial Secretary, 
with reference to our native branch a.t Hankow ·which was set on 
fi re and destroyed during t.he fighting bet ween I mperial t roops and 
Revolutionaries, and our native branch at Chinkong, which was 
ransacked by Chinese troops.- Yours,etc. 

A. S. WATSON AND CO., LTlJ. 

'l'he Secretary, Hongkong Genera l Chamber of Commer ce. 

Alexandra Buildings, 

Hongkong, 29th .November, 1911. 

Sir,- We respectfully beg to bring the following matter to your 
not ice:-

Un or about the 3rd November our business pre:n~ ses m the native 
city of H ankow were set on fire during the fight between the Revol· 
ntionaries and the Imperial troops, and totally destroyeu. 

The loss we susta ined thereby was as follows :-

Stock in Trade $ 5995.02 
Cash in hand ... 140.UO 
F urniture and Fittings 1000 .00 
Person ~tl effects of Staff 1000.00 

$8135.02 
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On the night of the 5th November, our nat ive branch a t Chingkong 

was plundered and ransacked by Chinese troops. 'l'he loss we sustamed 
being as follows- : 

Stock in Trade 
Cash in hand 
F urmture and Fitt ings 
P ersonal effects of Staff 

$1400.09 
98.00 

1000.00 
1000.00 

$3504.00 

We shall feel very much obliged if you can advise us as to the best 
course to pursue in order. that we may obta in compensation for our 
losses as set forth above.-We have, etc., 

A. S. W ltTSON & CO., LTD. 

Hongkong General Chamber of L'ommerr e, 
H ongkong, 22nd January, 1911. 

Dear Sirs,-I beg to acknowledge the receipt of your letter of 
29th N ovember last, enclosing copy of a letter addressed by you to 
the Honourable The Colonial Secretary, on the subject of the losses 
mstainedr by you in Hankow and Uhingkong during the fightmg 
between the I mperial t roops and the Revolutionaries. 

I have laid your letter be fore t he Commit tee, who suggest that 
your Cla im should be made through H. M's. Minister a t Peking.-! 
am, etc ., 

E. A. M. WILLIAMS, Secretary. 

Messrs. A. S. Watson and Co. , Ltd ., H ongkong. 

A2 
QUESTION OF SUGGESTED RE SEMBLANCE BETWEEN 

TWO TRADE MAR-J{S'. 

Office of Registrar of Trade Marks. 

H ongkong, 30th August, 1911. 

No. 106-l l T.M. 

Sir,-1 have the bono11r to invoke the kind assistance of t he 
Committee of your Chamber with respect to a question of a suggested 
resembl;mce between t wo trade marks, t he d etails of which mdter 
ar e set out in the file of papers which accompanies thl.s lett er. 

2. U nde1 the t rade marks law the Registrar, upon r eceipt l f an 
a1.p1,( ~.iion for regist ration, must cause a search to be made a.uwng 
th0 regJstNed marks for the purpose of ascertaining whet.!nr ttu(• 
are on r ecord any marks for 1he same goods or description oE goodR 
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tde.1tic11t with the mark applied for or so nearly res~mbling 1t Ill\ to be 
calculated to deceive. When this search was made m the present case 
the r~g. 1 t:-aticn oE Messrs. Loxlt>Y. and Company's ., Star " mnrk wa!.' 
not biough~ to my notice,. and Mr. Fromm was permttted to c.dvPitlse 
his a:rp( cation ; with the result that Messrs. Loxl.,y aud Ccmy;any 
hava giv.~n n .. t1c·e d opposition. 

3. With regard to the words "calculated to deceive" (Kerly on 
Tr ·.d~ Marks st-ates tha.t no definit e r ule as to '.he nm::nmt. of resem
blanoe required can be formulated a prio.ri, but the net 1mpre~swn 
produced and the main idea left o~ the mmd, not merely of a careful 
or intelligent person, but of an 0rdmary unwary purchaser by one mark 
must be compared with that left by another; for marks may well 
be confused by purchasers who see one party's mark when they have 
present in their memories only an indefinite recollection of the other 
party's mark. The mar ks must also be compared as they are seen 
in actual ordinar y use on the goods they are used for. 

4. 1 may quote from a rep.)r t by Lord Herschell's C?ornmitt~e on the 
principle of comparison:-" Two marks, when place~ st.de by side, may 
exhibit many and various differences, yet the mam Idea left on the 
mind by both, may be the same ; so that a person. acquainted with the 
mark first registered, and not having the two side by side for com
parison, might well be deceived, i.f the goo?s were allowed to be 
impressed with the second mar k, mto a behef th~t he ;vas dealmg 
with goods which bore the same mark as that w1th whiCh . he w_as 
acquainted. It would be too muc'h to expect that persons dealing With 
t rade ·mark goods, and relying, as they frequently do, upon marks, 
should be able to remember the exact details of the marks upon the 
goods with which they are in the habit of dealing. When the question 
arises whether a mark ap·plied for bears such resemblance to one on the 
register as to be calculated to deceive, it should be determined by 
considering what is the leading characteristic of each.'' 

5. With respect to Messrs. Loxley and Company's reE~rence to 
the sale of goods to Chinese, I may quote an extract from a JUdgment 
given by Lord Selborne, "Although the mere appearance of these 
two tickets could not lead anyone to mistake one of them for the other, 
it might easily happen that they might both be t aken by natives of 
Aden or India, unable to read and understand the Enghsh language, 
as equally symbolical of the plaintiff's goods. To Huch persons, or at 
least to many of them, even if they took notice of the difference 
between the two labels, it might probably appear that they were only 
d ifferences of ornamentation, posture, and other accessories, leaving 
the distinct ive and characteristic symbol substantially unch!mged. 
Such variations might not unreasonably be supposed to 'h ave been 
made by the owners of the plaintiff's tra,de mark themselves for reasons 
of their own." · 
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6. The onus of p!'oving that there is no reasonable probability . of 
deception is cast on the applicant. The question of colour is imma
terial, as registration covers all colours, unless a particular colour is 
specified. Further, it must be assumed, until the contrary is shown, 
that the applicant will make an honest use of his mark. 

7. The question of the resemblance between the two marks under 
review is one which your Committee, in view of their knowledge of 
Chinese trade, are peculiarly competent to decide, and I shall be 
much obliged if they will be so good as to favour me with their advice. 
It should be borne in mind that the Registrar has power to impose 
limitations, such for instance as the restriction of the registration of 
Mr. Fromm's mark t o the colours-gold and white- shown, and he may 
also require modifications, as for instance the omission of one rmg 
of the double circle.-! have, etc., 

M. FLETCHER, Registrar of 'l'rade Marks. 

The Secretary, Chamber of Commerce. 

Hongkong General Chamber ot Uomme:rce, 

Hongkong, 13th Sept ember, 1911. 

Sir,- Yourletter, togethet with the details set out in the file accom
panying it were circulated amongst my Committee who, at a meetmg 
held recently, decided to submit the matter to a Special Sub-Com
mittee for considera.tion. 

A report by the Special Committee has now been received, and I 
beg to hand you a copy thereof for your information,-! have, etc. , 

E. A. M. WILLIAM~, 8ecretary. 

A. G. M. F letcher, Esq., Registrar of Trade Marks, R oliekong. 

Hongkong, 11th September, 1911. 

We, the undersigned, appointed as a Sub-Committee to consider 
the question of a suggested resemblance between a mark (Japanese 
seal) as per sketch attached to Circular No. 314, dated 31st August, 
1911, to the General Committee, for which Mr. H ugo CJ . A. Fromm, of 
Hongkong, has made application for r egistration m Class 38 m 
respect of Articles of Clothing, and Messrs. W. R. Loxley and Co.'s 
' 'Star" mark, Registration N{l. 17 of i905, after carefully considermg 
t he matter are of opinion that. the Registrar of Trade Marks should 
be ~dv1sed to uphold Messrs W. R. Loxley and Co's. opposition to the 
registration of Mr. Hugo C. A. Fromm's proposed mark as, amongst 
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Chinese buyers, the use of the latter mark on artit:les of clothing would 
be " Ualculated to deceive." 

To the Secretary, 

F. H. ARM STRONG. 
C. H. R088. 
H. A. SIEBS. 

The Hongkong General Chamber of Commerce. 

Office of Registrar of Trade Marks. 

No. 106-11 T.M. 

Sir,-I have the honour to acknowledge thE' receipt of your letter 
of the 13th inst ., enclosing a copy of a report by a l:lpeClal Committt)e 
of your Chamber on the suggested resemblance between Messrs. 
Loxley and Company's and Mr. Fromm's trade marks. I shaH be 
g lad it you will be so .good as to convey to your Committee an exp res
sion of thanks tor their kind assistance in this matter. 

The parties concerned have been informed that the registration of 
Mr. ~·romm's mark will not be permitted.-! have, etc. 

M. FLETCHER, Registrar of 'l 'rade Marks. 
The Secretary, Chamber of Commerce. 

A3 
NE W OOM.PIA.rNIES ORDINANCE. 

Hongkong General Chamber of Oommerce, 

Hongkong, 9th November, 1911. 

Sir, - My Committee have been app roached by certain British Mer· 
chants with regar.d to the great necessity obtaining for the better 
control of Joint Stock Comnanies oi wholly, or practlcalls wholly, 
Chinese or Eurasian Membe~ship, and with a Chinese or Euras1an 
Directorate. 

Chinese members of t.he community dearly recognise the advantage 
of working under t he H ongkong Ordinances, for 52 Uhinese Companies 
have been registered since HJ07 to the end of Septembe~ 1911. 

As the law is at present, and as it promises to be under the New 
Companies' Ordinance now before the Legislative Councll, IB·ritish and 
Foreign Met·chants have no real protection when dealing with a Com
pany whose Directors and Members may be here to-day and in the 
intertor to-morrow. 
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. To reasonably protect Commerce, my Oommittee suggest as essen· 
t1al the following additions to the New Companies' Ordinance. 

1. (a) The Books and Aceounts of all Companies registered under 
the Ht·ngkong Ordinances, must be kapt in J·:nghsh. 

(b) 'l'he auditors of Chinese Companies rr ust be r esponsible [Gs·ons 
approved by the Registrar of Gom11ani·~s. 

Obs. (a) This is surely a very reasonable requinrnent 1 rom a ccr,cern 
~ hich becomes ''British'' immediately upon registration. 'l'here seems no 
hardship from the point of view of expense, for Chinese Clerks with 

11 sufficient knowledge of English for book-keeping purposes are plent i
ful and incr easing. 

Obs. (b) U nde1· the new p roposed Uc.mpanie~' Ordinance, every Limited 
Company must file an annual summary of its Assets and Liabilities 
with the Registrar or Companies, but unless the Accounts are audited 
by respon8ible persons this summary will be a mere farce and should 
the Court or other proper authori ty consider an investigation by a 
comp~tent person de~irable, it would be a most costly affair, a s a 
cettlfi.ed translatiOn of every book would have to be made before inves
t tgatwn. 

2. In addit ion to the requirements of Clause &3, 1t is desir able 
that every Company formed for the purpose of taking over a busi
ness as a going concern, should file, as a part of their " Statutory 
iteport, " a S ta tement of the Assets and Liab~~ities acquired and 

(1) What narts of such Assets have been r ealised from 
date of incorporation to date of Statutory Report. 

(2) What parts of such Liabilities have been discharged 
from date of incorporation to date of Statutory Report. 

Obs.--If the law could be nmde to require the appointment of Auditon; 
(pro. tom. oy the Directors) before the first Annual Meet mg it would 
be very desirable, for in that case the above Statement 'would be 
aud1ted as would the whole Statutory Report. 

. The effect of such Legisla t ion would be to discourage bogus flota
twns, but not to hinder bona fide ones. 

(3) 'rho Uapital of Chinese Companies should he paid 
up, as regards t he Capital issued. 

O~s.-· There does not . seem to be any particular ha r<bhip m this. 1f a 
Chmese .c ompany with a. Nominal ~apital of $100,000. requires only 
$50,000., It can sell and Issue half Its shares instead of issuing the 
whole half paid up. 

1t seems very necessary t hat some law of this kind or some form 
of security as regards un-called Capi tal, should obtain. ' 
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At the moment, Chinese use this apparent reaerve to obtain credit, 
and It is the unfortunate experience of liquidators that this reserve 
IS seldom, if ever, forthcoming upon a winding-up. 

ln fact my Committ ee understand that the impossibility of collect
ing the un~alled part of the Capital of a Company in liquidation is 
Wlunm the experience of the Court itself. 

1t is so pe1~fectly simple for a Chinaman to disappear to Canton or 
further afield when required to pay up, and so difficult, If not impossi
ble, tor a European to do likewise, that differential treatment is surely 

rgently necessary. 

Another matter which has engaged the attention of my Committee is 
the positwn of Companies enjoying the protection oi the Hongkong 
Ordmances whose chief or only p lace of business Is situat ed outside 
the Uolony, saJ:: for example, Shanghai. 

1t seems extraordinary, and may lead, if it has not already done 
so, to considei·able abuse that it is ~ possible, at the present moment, 
for a Company to form itself in Shanghai, whose Members may all be 
of a nationality other than British, likewise its Directors, Solicitors, 
Bankers and Auditors, its registered office in this Colony with a iore1gn 
firm, and yet it may possess the proud privilegtl of calling itselt a. 
·• Bntish " Company. A concrete example of this state of affans 
nay be found in the enclosed copy of a letter from a l::lnanghai firm 
H practising Accountants. 

My Committee are aware that the same thing may happen in 
England or, indeed, in the Colony itself, but in those cases the assets 
of the Company would be under the control of the British Court, and 
the Duectors would be on the spot. 

Presumably if redress were sought against defaulting Directors the 
,action would have to be brought in a Consular Uo urt where the law 
is probably totally different to that of this Colony. 

Of what use the pains and penalties of the new, or any other 
Rongkong Ordinance, then 1 

Using my example, it might be said that the Shareholders may 
be of a nationality not needing British protection, but , taking the 
concl'ete example from Messrs. Lo we, B ingham and Matthews's letter, 
some of the Shareholders are British induced to take shares by the 
existence of a then J:1.1rgel!y British Directorate. Ho·W are these 
protected by the new Ordinance 1 

My Committee venture t o suggest that in the case of a Company 
enjoymg the privilege of working under the Hongkong Ordinance 
whose sole place of business is not wit hin the Colony, the law should 
reqmre that 
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(J) Half, at least, of tl-.e Directors shall be British. 

(2) The Auditor, or Auditors, shall he respomible ilritJ 6:u~rs, 
approved by the British Consul of the port or place at which 
the Company's Head Office is situate. 

(3) 'l'he Registered Ollice of the Company m Hongkoug t:.Uall 
be with a British firm. 

These conditions appear to be a lmost el:lsential to enable a \Jom" 
parry to properly understand ami cany out the elaborate and nece~ ~ 

s[lry) requirement~ vf the proposed ~i ew Companies ' Orctmance. 

.No ~oss of Reven ue would result to the Colouy by reason of these 
restl:ICtwns, for It may be taken for granted that no Company is formed 
outside the Colony which does not consider it worth wh1le to pay t l1c 
consequent fees for the advantages offered. 

.My Committee trust that the sngg<"stions contained 1n this leller 
which are advanced solely for the protection of Comruerue will rece1vo 
the sympathetic consideration oi H is Excellency the Govern0r.- J 
have, etc., 

E. A. Ivi. WlLLIAMS, Senetwy. 
The Honourable The Uolonial Secretary. 

A4 
DEBATE O N THE OPIUM ORDINANCE IN THE 

:WEGH:lLATI VE CO UNCIL. 

Hougkong, I8t.l1 October, 1911. 

Dear Si1·-Enclosed we beg to hand you copy of a letter addressed 
to the ~·olonial SecTetary on the 6th ulto, and .bis reply. Will yo·.1 

kmdly Circulate same for the information of your Committee. K indly 
return the Colomal Secretary's letter after 1t has been circulated.-
We are, etc. , 

DA VID SASSOON & UO., L'l'.U. 
'l'he Secretary, Hongkong General Chamber of Commerce. 

Hongkong, 6th September, 1911. 

)5lr,-We have the honour to draw your attention to the fact ths.t 
durmg a de~ate on the Opium Ordinance at a meeting of the Leg1;;

lative ~Co.nncll held on the 30th ulto, you are repol'ted t o have (Hong
kong D a1ly P ress report) made the following statements :-

1. " P rior to the last sale three of the leading merchants 
came to my oilice and asked what tr1e intentions of the 
Government were. I told them that it was extren1e!y pro 
bable that any Opium bought would be shut out. " 

11 lr 11 

~~----------------~----~~~~~~~ 1 
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Mr. Gul.,bay, cf Mes5rs. K D. Sassoon and Uo., and th& 
writer called at your office together as representing the 
reaular importers of Opinm, and if any other gent leman 
called he was not entitled to act on behalf Qf the regular 
Opium mercbants. 

2. "Now I . have figures showing that of the 100'5 chests 
imported between 24th July :tnd 29th August, 760 chests 
were import ed by the gentlemen who came to see me. " 

We beg to inform you that ·we purchased a·~ the Jul~ sale, wluch 
was neld m Ualcutta ou Tuesday, 4th, 20\J chests of uncertified Op1um, 
out or which 175 chests were p urchased for\a{c and on oehalf oi the 
nongKong and Macao Opium .t'arrut;rs, as per contracts, Mr. Shelll!u 
had t ne pleasure of presenting to you for your inspectwn. The:;e 
purchases were umde privr to any ~:;teps being taken to prohibit the 
1mport of.uncertified Opnun into liongkong. Since the 4th July, we dicl 
not purchase nor were \\-e interested m a single chest of uncert ified 
Opmm fo1· the Hongkong market. At the August sale we made rw 
purchase for the Hongkong mat·ket. lt is a fact that at the Import 
c:.nd ~xport Office we appear as importers of a much larger quantlty 
than 200 chests. This is accounted for by the fact that the Opium was 
taken dehvery of by us and stored in our Godown on be1u1.lf of othe r 

firms and Banks, and as the B/Lading is endorsed by us we appear as 
the importers. Mr. Hutchison, at your request called at our ottice 
and mspected our god own and books, and we think, t horoughly sa.tis

fiea himself that we were the actual importers of 200 chests of uncerti· 
fied Upiurn only. Will you kindly verify these statements. The abov11 
explanation also disposes of the Hon. Mr. Hewett's remark on the 
same occasion, as follows:-

" I went to see them the day I saw you, 01· the day afterward&, 
··but they were still buying, as they did not know whether the 
·· :uill was· coming forward this week or next month. Therefore at 
.. the last sale they "had to buy," and the reply of H. E. The 
'' Governor, I think their position is a little thin. After protest
.. ing against t he importation 'Of uncertifi::ated Opium, and asking us 
.. to mtroduce this Hill, they go on importing subsequent to the 
·· date on which they knew the Bill would be int roduced."-We 
··have, etc., 

DAV ID SASSOON & CO., LTD. 

The lion. Colonial Se~retary, l'resent, 

Colonial Secret<try's Office, Hongkon0. 
16th October, 1911. 

Uentlemen,--1 have the honour to reply to your letter of the 6th 
ult. on the subject of certain statements made in the Legislative Uoun
cil on the 30th of Augu!lt during the debate upon the Opmm Ordinanc~ 
and to express my gl'e<Lt regret that, owing to an unfortunate ovez.· 
sight, no rep ly hns previously been sent to you. 

F ,, 
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.l. You are correct in assuming that I was referring to your firm 
.>Jhen I stated that the Opium merchants who came to see me (and who 
had previcwsly protested against the importation of uncertifica ted 
orium} had themselves imported be1;;veen the 24th of July and t b,, 20·th 

of August 760 chests out of a total impor t of 1,005 chests. I made this 
statement on the strength of oflicial reports of Jmportr~twn signed b.v 

your firm, in which the opium in q uestion was described as "imported 
by us. '' You have since informed me that this opium was not, as 
stated, imported by you, but by other persons, and that your on ly 
interest in it was that you acted as warehousemen in respect of it. 1 
have caused inquiry oo be made, and find that the mformation giv€::1 
by your firm in the official reports was incorrect, and that the facti! 
u.re as stated in your letter under reply. 

3.-The Governor desires me to say t hat the words quoted by you 
as having been used by him were intendeJ merely as a comment upon 
the disclosures made dur ing the debate, and their significance so far a.> 
your firm is concerned ceases with the explanat10n you have now 
afforded. 

4. You are at liberty to make any use of this le tter you may think 
ti.t.-1 have, etc., -

W ARR:EN BARNES, Uolonial Secretary 
Messrs. D. Bassoon and U'o., Ltd. 

---~---

I\ 5 
BOND !<'OR USE IN ARl3ITRATlON S. 

The following i& the F orm oi Bond adopted by t~le Co,.:::n: lt r;e 
nnuer clause X of the Bye-Laws in refert>nce to arbitrations:-

ot 
and 
of 

KNOW ALL · MEN that. We 

are JOintly and severally bound to 
the Chairman for the time being of the General Committee of the 
Hongkon~ General Chamber of Commerce in tbe sum ,,[ One thousand 
Dcllars t o be paid to the said Chairman or to his Attorney executors 
adn11mstrators <lr assigns for which payment we bind ourselves and 
each of us by these presentr.s. 
S.EAL.b:D with our seals. 

Dated this day of 
T H I<.; CONDITION of the above written Bond is such that if the said 

and 
und ea~h c>f them their respective heirs l!lXt'cutors aud administrD.tors 
shall m all things well and t ruly obey abide by and perform the award 
a.nr! final det"-rmination of the Arbitrators appointed by the H ougkong 
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General Chamber of Commerce and/or of t.heie Umpii·e and shall pay 
the fees of the t\.rbitra.tors and/or Umpire and of the Hongkong General 
Chamber of Commerce relating to the arbitration and/or Umpue 
named as well on behalf of the above bounden 
as of the above bounden 
to arbitrate award and determine of and concel'ning all and all manner 
of actwns causes of action claims quarrels controversies trespasses 
damages and demands wha.tsoever which at any time or times hereto
fore have been had been made moved brought commenced sued prose
cuted done suffered committed or depending by and between the parties 
ansmg out of a Contract dated the day ot 
for the sale of 
:so as the said award be made in wr iting under the hands of the Arbi
trators and/or the Umoire then the above written Bond shall be void 
and of no effect AND- the parties hereby agree that thrs submisswn 
shall be a submission within the weaning of Chapter 24 of the H ong
kong Uode of Civil Procedure and oftany s1;atutory modification thereof 
and t hat the Arbitrators and/or Umvire shall for the purpose of 
enau1~ng them or any of them to make the award or decision be at 
liberty to go into parol as well as written eYidcnce and to examuH' 
the parties or either of them and such other witnesses as they or any 
of them shall think proper on oath and tlutt this submission shall not 
he revoked by the death of the parties or either of them before the 
making of the s~.tid a"·a,rd and all costs and charges attending the 
arbitr ation and award of decision following thereon shall be m the 
discretion of the Arbitrators and/or Umpire and shall be paid and 
natisfied as they or he may pronou.nce and the Arbitrators and/or 
Umpne may direct snch rosts to be paid as between party and party 
ur as between solicitor and client as they or he shall 1;hink fit 
3IGNlm SEALED AND DELIVERED 
m the presence o.f :·-
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CURRENT EXCHANGE QUOTA liONS 
FOR THE YEAR 191 I. 
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FORTNIGHTLY CURRENT EXCHANGE AND BULLION QUOTATIONS DUR1NG THE YEAR J91t. 

-
BANK'S SELLING. 

I 
H \:\K'S lt:Yl:\G CLF..\N GoLJ) GoLn 

QUOTATIO:-<S. /--.;;:;;;,. -;;; .. , .. :- '"""' I A'"'" I A' ,;;".~ l!An I liiEXICAN TIAR, ()8 L~~A:F 100 

I,ONDON FJUNCE G'MANY I AMER.I S'HA! I INDIA JAPAN I S'PORJ<; I JA\',\ 
SIL\" ER. DoLJ,AHS. TOL'("JI. TOUf"ll. 

T.T. T.T. T.T. 1'. 1. T.'l'. T.T. 'l'.'l'. T.T. T.T. 4 m , 1 , • ·I 111 4 m/~. 4 J11fs. 30 !lfs. 

----·-· -- ~---- --~--- -- · -- - ---- _ _ _ I 
--·- - ·----

I I l ,lOl i Fort night ending 6th Jan . ...... 1 /10~ 2.33 1 _1)8~ -±-±% 74~ 137Xj 90~ 78~ 11 0;il 1 1 0 l''o :!:~71:.! 1 !!6~2 4H% 2513(\ 1 /~ p . m. 5-±.50 G6.GO 

Do. 20 th Jan ....... l /9H 2.28~ 1.85 43% 74% 13-±~ 88~ 77 10/:l~ 1 1()1~ :! :~:~ 1!)(} 45% l 1/10% 2-±~ I ;)5JW G7.70 1 1r .. 

Do. 3rd Feb ....... 1/9Ti6 2.2G l.H0 43~ 74~ 133~ 87% 76%1: 101% 1 w~ :!:w~~ J ~ii 4G% 1,'10)1:; 2-b!-;G P at· 5G.10 5~.20 

Do. 17th Feb ... .... l /9ll) 2.23 1 .80!{ 43 HX 131"1 86% 7G% 10GX 1 !) ., :!:!T~~ 10;1 -±-lJ~ 1 /!1 l il :w l<i :.; dis 5G.GO fiR.70 !R 

Do. 3rd Ma1· .... . .. 1/9~ 2.26~ 1.83 -±3~ 7-±J,k 13i~:4 88 76~ lOTYt 
' .. 

187% -±5M 1,10)1:; :2-±176 55.70 G7.HO 
- 1 ~)<, :2:n I I 

I 1 u ,, 
Do. 17th Mar ..... .. 1/9T7<;· 2.26 1.82:4 43~ 7-±% li:Hl~ 87% 7G}) 107X 11 fl 1 1 :2iW!4, JR7 -±t)% 1/10/6 2-±~ X " 

5G.OO 0R.l0 
·, Do. 31st l\lar ....... 1f9T7n· 2.~w 1.8:2~ 43~ 74% 133~ 87% 76~ 107}~ ] !) :2:WJ~ 1Nl 4t% ] ! 1 ().tlu 2Jfi<i Pnr 56.00 5ti.l 0 

: 
Do. 13th April ... 1/9% 2.2H 1.8-± -±3)); 7-±M 13-±)'2 88~ 77 J08}1 1 10 2:1:2~ 188~ -!5% ) /107..1: 2-± 196 ){; dif-l. 55.GO G7.70 

I>o. 28t.h April ... 1/9% 2.30~ 1.8G:4 -±-±% I 7-!% 136~ 89~ 78 10GM 1 1 () 11 20:; 1!)1 -±G)i 1'10!4. 2-±~ X 5G.l0 G7.:W 
" 

Do. 12th May ...... 1/D% 2.29~ 1.85)~ 4:-J.~ 74% 1B?i~ 8D 77 ;~ 10 ~) 1 10 I 6 
:!;1-l 1!)0 45 1/10 {5G u;~ X " 

;):'1.40 G7.GO 

Do. 26th May ... ... 1/9% 2.28 1.8-J. -±3% 7-±M la-±% 88M 77)1:; 108}( 1 10 2:1:!!4. I 1t'8!4. 45~ ] /10% 24% X 55.70 57.1--10 
-

l.H-±7 1 +-± 
I " 

Do. lOth ,June ... ... 1/9 H 2.28~ 7-t t "13::>% 88% 77% ] 08~ 1 1 () .~ .. :2il:l 1sn 45% 1,'101-;G 2J19U X " 
.Ji5.GO 37.70 

Do. 2~rd Juue ...... l J ,9t~ 2.28:4 1.8-!X -±-t 7-±% lBG~ 88% 77% lOt:! X 1 I 0 1\ :2il3 1 HD I -±3~ 1!10176. 2-±~ X " 
55.GO 57.70 

no. ] /91
9
6· 1 2.27 1.8B}:; 43% 74% 13-1)4 88X 77 108X I 1 !) t ,: ;.:!:ll !4. ] Hi:) 

1

4.3M 11101\ 24X ] ' 5G.HG 57.95 
I th .J ll Jy ..... XI " 

Do. 2l~t .J nly ...... 1 /9 ,9
6 2.27 1.83~ 43~ 74)); 1 ~~+~ 88)i 77 10H,li; 1 n lt: :!:n~ lHH ±:iM 1!1 0 lu 24 ilG. ~ " 

5->.8G ;)7_ !):) 

Do. -Hh Ang ...... 1;9% 2.25 1.82~ -±3X i4% 13::H{ 87M 7G}) 107}( 1 fF1; 2:29)~ 1H7 H~ 1!10]1(\" I 2-±)1:; ~ " 
56.30 08.-W 

l>n. 18th Aug .. .... 1/9% 2 25~ ].82~ J;l)i 7:i ).f; 133Ji Hi~ 76)i 107~ 1 !l\ ~ 22\1~ 187 -±5)1:; 1110)1:; 2J.(G· M% dis. 56.10 fiR.20 

Do. 1st Sept .... 1 j9~ 2.26 1.83 -±3~ 75~ 13-± tl8 76M 108 1 !J: ~ 220 1871:; +?i% 1 1101·~6 I 2±J,k l 'G" n I G5.90 G8.00 

Do. 15th Sept. 1/9:4 2.26 1.8€3% 4B~ 75~ 13± 88 76:4 10H I 1 10 2ilOM lt-IH -±5% 1/10% 2-±~ ] / i)5.90 5f-\.OO ... 1'2 " 
l>o. 29th Sept. ... 1/9ls 2.26 1.8± 4B%' 75J,k 18-± 8H~ 7G% J o.~Jt I 101', 

I 
~:n 18D 45% 1 i1 0 17

1r 2-±~~ _5 G5.80 57.!)0 1 ij " 
Do. 13th Oct ..... .. 1j9lll6. 2.26~ 1.8-1]1 4i~~ 75~ 131?-i 88X 7G~ 10HX 1 1011tl 2:11 M 18D 45M 1/10/rr ~-1,5,;. ~ " 

55.80 G7.!JO 

Do. 27th Oct ....... 1/lOiu 2.31~ 1.88~ 44:% 7:>~ 137){ 

I 
89 78% I 

110?( 1 1 () ~··,, 2:sG~ 11)3~ 4G~ 

I 
1 '10U 2-±~ 1){ p.m. f1G.OO G7.10 

Do. lOth Nov . ...... 1/1 Ol6 2.33 1.89)f 45 75~ 138 90~ 7D~ 
I 
111 1~ 1 1 () i ,'; :J;18 

I 
Hl-±~ -±6~ :1 .'11 1\ · 2() 2 

" 
5-J..DO G(U.lO 

Do. 2Jth Nov ..... .. l j10.f6· 2.33~ 1.89 4-±% 7fi~ 138)i 90)i 79)1:; 

I 
111 1 10\.1 :238M Hl± 46% llJTll) 

I 

26~ H!4. . 5-!.70 56.70 
" 

Do. 8th Dec. ...... 1/10}4 2.3-! 1.90 40 75~ 1B8% 90% 79){ 111% 1 10\ :23!) 1!)5 -±6?~ llll~il 25 196 4 
" 

54.40 56.60 

Do. 22nd Dec . .... .. 1/10~ 2.34 1.89% 45 7-±% 138~ DO~ 70% I 11H 1 1 (I'll 2i}!) 194:4 46% l /11~ 25 i\r <1% 
" 

54.4:0 5ti.40 

I I I 
i --· ·----

• 

___ ...... 
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TABLE SHOWING THE HIGHEST AND LOWEST 
P rices o f Bar S i lver in London, 

Rates of E x c h ange in lionghong. an d B o nh o f 
England r ate of Discount, for the y e ar.s 

1877 to 1911. 

E x cHANGE J:-< 11 B M\K R~T E of 
BA n SILVEH I N H o .\ GKCJ l'iU. D1scnt:l\'l' 1~ 

Lol'iDuN. - ----- L u;o;uu:-.r. 
' YJH E. I 

Y EAH. 

------.- - ----·---- - - - ---
Highest Lowes t HiglH·st l L owt>st H iglle:<t L ·J \'e::> L 

---- --------'- - - - - - - - - ---

1877 
1878 
1879 
1880 
1F381 
1882 
1883 
1884 
11'(85 
1886 
1887 
1888 
1889 
1890 
1891 
1892 
18H3 
18~4 
1895 
1896 
1897 
1tl98 
1899 
1900 
190 1 
Hl02 
1903 
190± 
] 905 
] 906 
1907 
] 908 
1909 
1910 
1911 

BJ9U 

g l ~~ 
317% 
3J7% 
HJ6% 
317 
3 6X 
3 M~ 
211~ 

3 10~ 
211% 
2 J l1~ 
3JO% 
3 JO~ 
2i8X 
2J2% 
l j ll ~ 
l J ll~ 
2 1 1 ~ 
1 !J% 
l j9% 
l JIU% 
1 1 11~ 
] 19% 
1 ()~ 
.1 1 ()% 
118% 
1 \:I H 
210)k 
19% 
] 18 ] 8% 
l JH-r\-
1 91)- I 

5· 
6 
5 
3 
5 
6 
5 
5 
;:; 
a 
5 
v 
() 
() 

5 
3% 
!) 

3 
2 
4 
4 
4 
() 

6 
6 
4 
4 
4 
4 
6 
7 
6 
5 
5 
4~ 

-

2 
2 
2 
2~ 
2% 
3 
3 
2 
2 
:J 
2 
2 
2~ 
3 
2~ 
2 
2~ 
2 
2 
2 
2 
2~ 
3 
3 
3 
3 
2% 
3 
2~ 
3~ 
4 
2~ 
2% 
3 
3 

-..:._ ' -i 
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I. - Shipping. 

. 'rhe total of th e Shipping entering and clearing at P orts in the 
Colony during the year 1911 amounted to 543,570 vessels of 
36,179,152 tons, which , compared with figures for 1910, shows a 
decrease in numbers of 3,594 vessels, with a decrease of 355,209 
tons. 

Of the above, 44,978 vessels of 23,063,108 ton s were engaged in 
Foreign Trade, as against 40,714 of 23,160,256 tons in 1910, and 
were distributed as follows :-

1911. 1910. [911. 1910. 
Numbers. Numbers.! Ton nage. Tonnage. 

British Ocean- I going ships, 8'7 ~~ H1'5 % 32'9 % 35'0 % 
Foreign Ocean-

I going ships, 9'3 10'6 . 34'3 35'0 
British River 

St eamers, ... 15'3 16'0 

I 
17'8 17'3 

Foreign River 
Steamers .. . 3'1 3'3 I 

3'2 3'0 
Steam-lau nches 

(under 60 
tons), ······ ·· · 7'2 7'7 0'6 0'6 

Trading J unks, 56'4 51'9 11'2 9'1 

--~ --- --- ---
100'0 100'0 100'0 100'0 

- - · 

The movements of fishing Junks a re not included in the above 
:figures. 

2. Of sh ips of E uropean construction, 4,042 Ocean Steamers, 
7 Sailing Ships, 4,147 River Steamers, an d 1,617 Steamships n ot 
exceeding 60 tons entered during the year, giving a daily average 
entry of 26'9 ships, as compared with 26'7 in 1910 and 25'6 in 1909. 

3. The average tonnage of individual Ocean Vessels entering 
the port has once more increased-from 2,457'3 tons to 2,495"1 tons. 
That of British ship3 has increased (2,633'5 tons as against 2,594'5 
tons) while that of Foreign ships h as increased from 2,324'1 tons 
to 2,365'7 ton s. 

During the past 20 years, the average tonnage of Ocean Vessels 
has increased from 1,181'1 tons to 1,915'5 tons. 

The averaga t::mnage of River Steamers entered during the 
year has again decreased from 602'1 tons to 58-!'9 tons. That of 
British R iver Steamers has decreased from 617 tons to 599 tons, 
:1.nd thAt of Foreign River Steamel's from 529 tons to 518 tons. 

r--'"-
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4. A compal'ison between the yeal'.~ 1910 a11d 1911 's given in 
the following table:-

1910. 1911. 
I 

Class of Vessels. I 
Jncrea,e. DecreM~. 

No. I Tonna.;e: No. 1 _2'onna ~e. 
·-

No. Tonnge. N·>. Tonnage. 

Briti;•h Ocean·} 1 4 262 
I - -

ttotng, . ... .. ' 8,111,946 3,907 , 7,589/HJ5 ... . .. 335 5: l ,!J51 

For?_igriOcean· ! 4 31 ~ 8,103,969 4,130 7,917,640 132 186,329 gomg, ........ • - ... ... 
British R iver} 6,4.83 4.,000,073 6,371 4,116,i36 Steamers, ... 388 116,653 ... ... 
F · r~ ign R iver } 

1,334 7(;6 ,616 1,423 736,057 f' leamers, ... 89 29,441 ... .. . 
SteamshipR un- t 

der 60 tons 
3,153 136,765 3,~63 rForeign I 130,C92 110 ... ... + 6,673 

Trade,) .... .. 
J unks Foreign} 

Trade, .. .... 21,170 2,100,887 25,384 2,572,588 4,146 471 ,701 ... ... 
-- - -

Total Foreign } 
4,751 1 

-

Trade, ... 40,714. 23,160,256 4.4,978 23,063,108 617,805 487 714.,953 

f'team-lnu nches l ------------

I 
-

plying in vVa-J 4GG,OI4 10,986,234 461,98> 10,()8 1,990 ... 4,030 § 4,244 
tersofColony 

... 
J unks Local t *2,387 ,871 t2,134,054 Trade, ........ . j •40,436 t3G,6 08 ... ... 3,8~S Hi3,817 

-- -- -
Grana Total, ... 54~,I64IS6,534. ,361 543,570 36 119 15<0 4,751 617,805 I s, 345 973,014 I ' , -

--
13,594 Net, .. . .... .. ... ... ... 355,2G9 

* I ncluding 21,0~6 CcnseJ·vanry and Dust Boats of1,540,!l84 tons. 
t '' 13!(),0 , ,. of 818,~92 ., 
t ~ecrease owmg to. a number ofem~ll~r ~ized launches being. ernr·loyed. 
§ "mall decrease m tonnage ow mg to larger sized launches being 

employed. 

. 
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5. This table shows a decrease in British Shipping of 355 
ships of 521,951 tons, or of 8'3 per cent. in numbers and of 6'4 
per cent. in tonnaga. This large falling off, which occurred in the 
latter half of the year, is principally due to a stagnation in trade 
occasioned by the unrest in China, failure of the Rice Crops, 
strikes in t.he United Kingdom, and to the turnover of the China 
Manila Steamship Company's fleet to the United States flag. 

British Rivel' Steamers have increased from 6,483 ships of 
4,000,073 tons to 6,871 ships of 4.116,736 tons, or, 2'3 per cent. in 
ships and 2'9 per cent. in ton nage. This is explained by 'the new 
steamer l:Vinu On contributing 295 trips, also, to the increased 
number of trips made by the Canton Steamers, partieulariy, at the 
time of the unrest in Canton. 

Foreign Ocean Vessels have decreased by 132 ships or 3'0 per 
cent. in numbers, and of 2'3 per cent. in tonnage. This result is 
due to increase:; of 66, 47, 26, 20, 15 and 4 ships under United 
States, Dutch, Portuguese, Russian, French and Japanese flags 
respectively, which are counterbalanced by decreases of 141, 121, 
27, 18, 2, and 1 ships under German, Chinese, Swedish, Norwegian, 
Italian and Danish flags respectively. The increase shown under 
the United States flag is explained by the steamers Rubi andZafiro 
being transferred from British colours: also the increase shown 
under the Dutch flag is explained by four steamers that did not 
call at the port in the previous year. The decraase under the 
German flag is chiefly accounted for by the falling off in trade from 
Bankok: s imilarly, the decrease under the Chinese flag is due to 
the fact of the loss of the lYJeefoo and the stoppage of two s teamers 
which previously traded to the port. 

Foreign River Steamers have increased by 89 ship~ (or 6'6 per 
cent.) of 29,441 tons (or 4'1 per cent). This is mainly accounted 
for by the new steamers Shing Ping and Licorne contribming 72 
trips, and to an increase in trips of Yessels under the Portuguese 
flag. 

As in former years , I here insert a comparison between the 
shipping of the port twenty years ago and to-day. In 1891, 2,856 
British ships, of 3,593,223 net register tons entered the port, 
against 10,778 ships, of 11,706,731 net register tons in 1911; an 
increase of 277'3 per cent. in numbers and 223 per cent. in toPnage. 
These figures include Ocean and River Steamers and Ocean
going Sailing Shjps (not junks). In the same way, Foreign 
Shjpping, during the same period, has incl'eased from 1.495 ships 
of 1,545,404 net register tons in 1891, to 5,603 ships of 8,653,697 net 
register tons; an increase of 275'7 per cent. in numbers and of 
459'9 per cent. in tonnage. 

6. The actual number of individual Ocean Vessels ot European 
type of construction entering during 1911 was 720, being 348 
British and 372 Foreign. The corresponding figures for 1910 were 
734, 365, and 369, respectively. 
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These 720 ships aggregated 1,796,498 tons. They entered 4 049 
times, giving a collective tonnage of 7,756,033 tons. Thus, c~m
pared with 1910, 14 less. ships with a tonnage decreased by 8,177 
tons, entered 235 less times, and gave a collective tonnage less by 
356,952 tons. · 

Thus:- · 
----------~------.-----~-----------

1 

No. of Times Steamers. t d Total Tonnage. 
Flag. en ere . 

_______ 11910. 1911. 1910. 11911. -1-9-10-. --.--1-9_1_1._ 

British {St~a:mers 360 344 2,124 1,952 4,041,557 
Sa1lmg .. . 5 4 7 6 17,663 

German,............... 113 111 722 657 1,206,757 

3,781,622 
16,534 

1,133,78G 
1,354,362 

J 
f Steamers 101 106 507 509 1,341,083 

apanese t 8 T 1 a.1 mg .. . 1 .. . 138 ... 
Norwegian, .. .. .. ... 34 36 223 210 236,334 221,039 
Austrian, . . . . . . . . . . . . 7 6 24 24 95,062 96,380 
Chinese,............... 22 20 250 192 314,879 241,362 
Danish, .... .. .... .. ... 6 8 20 20 33,165 45,928 
Dutch, .. .. .. .... .. .. . 16 16 108 130 214,737 235,881 
French, .. .. .. .. .. .. .. . 35 27 144 152 262,670 242,469 
Italian, .. .. .. .. .. .. .. . 3 2 13 12 34,496 31,188 
Portuguese, .... .. ... 3 I 4 66 79 29,478 32,842 
Russian, . .. . . .. .. .. . 7 I 11 10 20 28,803 53.080 
Swedish,............... 5 6 27 14 45,398 25;778 
u. s. A. {St~a:mers 15 18 37 J 71 210,466 243,619 

Sallmg... ... 1 I .. . I 1 ... 163 
No Flag, .. .. .. . .. .. . 1 . .. 1 .. . 299 ... 

Total, ...... ~-~~-;;-~~~~ 8,112,985[--;;;~~ 
7. The 348 British Ship<s carried 3,445 British Officers and 12 

Foreign Officers, the latter consisting of 7 U .S.A., 2 Norwegian< 
2 Dutch , and 1 German. 

Thus, the proportion of Foreign Officers serving in British 
Ships was 0'35%, comprising 4 nationalities, a decrease of 0'19% 
with a decrease in number of officers and of ships. 

8. The 372 Foreign Ships carded 2 600 officers of whom 90 
were British, as follows :- ' ' 

1911. 1910. 
Tn Chinese Ship!'l - - - - 70 90 

.. French 
" 

- - - - 4 6 
, J apa.nese ., - - - - 12 ,12 
.. United States Ships - - - 4 G 

-- -
\)1) l4J -- --
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Thus, 3'5% of the officer.; serving in Foreign Vessels were of 
British nationality, a decrease in the number of officers and 
ship3. 

9. The Nationality of the Crews in British and Foreign Ships 
was as follows :-

------.-----·----~~--------~-------------------·-----
1 I I 

1
1 V ESSELS. BRITISH jU. S. A. AND 

CRE\VS. · E "C'ROPEANS., 

1------.,,----- --- - ! ··- - ----

ASIATICS. 

1911. 1 1910. 1911. 1 1910. , 1911. 1910. , 1911. 1 1910. 

British, I 36~ 348 124,61~~22,652 ~--=~---:-3~ -1-3-1,-63_5_

1

_1_1-9,-46-3 

Fo<e;gn, 369 372 1,352 1 1,195 :28,216 127,181 1 113,050 112,584 

·----- ----- - , 
Total, ... 1 734 
___ I 720 i25,962 l23,847 l28,665 127,612 l 244,685 232,047 

Hence in B t'itish Ships :-
I 

And in Foreign Ship·.; :-

T910. 1911. 1910. 1911. 

15'70 % 15'89 ~~ of the crews 0'95 % 0'85 % of the crews 
were British. were British. 

0'29 % 0'30 % of the crews 19'78 % 19'28 % of the crews 
were other "liVe re other 
Europeans. Eur·opeans. 

84'01 % 83'81 % of t~1e crews 1 79·21 % 79'87 % of the crews 
we1e Asia iics. I were Asiatics. 

2.-Trade 

10. As pointed out in previous reports . the figures which used 
to appear under this heading were misleading, being inaccurate in 
some cases. However, in the few items of Import Trade of which 
substantially accurate detal!s can be given, a nd as to these, the 
following remarh may b€' of in terest :-

Ooal.- 1,046,290 tons were imported during the year·. This 
quantity, compared with the imports for 1910, shows a decrease of 
68,83) tons or 6' 6~{ Thi.s decrea ~e may be ascl'ihecl to greater 
quantili-3s of coal passing th rough Hongkong to Canton than here
tofore, pdncipally, Japanese, Nor th China anLl H ongay coals; also 
to the falling off in Ocean Tonnage. 

/ 

/ 

I• 
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Of the many varieties of coal imported, Japanese heads the list. 
Next comes North China and Hongay. The importation from Pulo 
Laut is increasing. There was only one cargo of Cardiff coal 
commercially imported. No Australian coal was discharged 
throughout the year. 

Kerosene Oil shows a big increase in Bulk Oil of 62,367 tons or 
111'1%, and in Case Oil an increase of 4,112 tons or 8'2%, while 
Liquid Fuel has increased by 7,759 tons or 82'3%. The huge 
increase in Bulk Oil can be attributed to a great extent to the cut
ting of rates between the Standard Oil and Asiatic P etroleum 
Companies, and as the stocks were left short in 1910 it further 
enhanced the importation of the commodity during the year, and, 
also, to shipments hitherto shipped direct to coast ports, but now 
transhipped here. Owing to the Revolution in China sales in the 
Interior have now become restricted. Similarly, the increase in 
Liquid Fuel tends to show that this class of fuel is now becoming 
popular in steamers which hitherto exclusively consumed coal. 

Cotton and Cutton Yat·n .. -Here is shown a large decrease 
amounting to 34,730 tons or 87'5% chiefly due to high prices ruling 
for cotton during the year, which made it prohibitive t o the poorer 
Chinese and so checked business. The las t two or three months of 
the year were particularly bad for busine~s owing to the Revolution. 

Flour.-Here our returns show a great increase of 4.9,679 tons 
or 153'8%, due to the poor rice and wheat corps in China thoughout 
the year. Districts which were supplied last year from the abun
dant crops of China have this year been compelled to fa ll back on 
the American product. The price of rice has also enhanced the 
demand for American flour, this being used as a subs titute for rice 
a nd rice flour. The prices of rice throughout the year have practi
cally stood at about 40% over normal prices, possibly, the high prices 
of flour in Australia have to some extent inflated our imports here, 
inasmuch, as such high prices have curtailed that country's ship
ments to ports south of Hongkong, which are large consumers 
(Java, Straits, Burmah, &c.), and the southern ports have come to 
us for their supplies; this port being the distributing centre of those 
districts tor American flour. 

Rice.-Here our returns show a falling off of 152,224 tons or 
26'6%. The failure of the southern crops in general, as evidenced 
by the high prices which have ruled on the markets for the last 
half year, has, of course, been the reason of the decline. 

11. The total reported Imports during the year amounted to 
3,995,793 tons as against 4,292,194 tons in 1910, a decrease of 
296,401 tons or 7'4%. Exports show an increa fOe of 71,672 tons m· 
~-n%. Transit cargo shows an increase of 66,109 tons or 1'6~~ . 
These figures are not, however, reliable, there being no means of 
collecting accurate information in the absence of any Customs Staff. 
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12. The corresponding figures rela ting to ships of European type of cons truction exporting
cargo, and shipping bunker coal, follow:-

EXPORTS. 

1910. 1911. Increase. Decrease. 
1--~---i----:----

N o. I Tonnage. No. Tonnage. j No. 

Steamers, .... ......... ... . .. .. ! 4,282 8,082,780 4,029 7,732,115 J- .. -. 
Riy~r Steamers, ... ......... , 3,907 2,352,421 4,147 2,426,9251 240 
Sa1lmg Vessels, .. . .. . ... ... 8 20,150 9 19,487 1 

I 

Total, ·· · ····: ·········· 18,197110,455,35118,185 10,178,527 1 241 I 74,50~ 
Net Decrease, ........ . .... ... ..... j .. . 

No. Tonnage. 
--

253 350,665 
... . .. 
... 663 
- -
253 I 351,328 

12 I 276,824 

E xported 2,263,000 tons including River Trade as compared w ith 2,240,000 tons in 1910. 

-, St . - Bunker -~~t I Bunke; St . I Bunker 
~ rs. Coal. rs. Coal. " rs. Coal. 

I ---------- - -
St_eamers, ..... .. ....... . .... .. ll 4,282 · 579,841 1

1 

4,029 j · 516,232 . . . 'I ·.;· 

RIVer Steamers, . .. .. . .. . ... 3,907 61,286 4,147 1 65,075 , 240 ... ,789 

Tota l, ....... . . -.. .... .. ,18,189641:127!8.176!----;sl,so7 i 240 ~-- 3,7s9' 

Net Decrease, . ... ... .. .. . .. . ... ~ - .. -. -~--~--

SI"· I Bu nke< CoaL 

253 63,609 
... ... 
------
253 63,609 

-
13 I 59,820 

- ------------·-

~ ~--· ~~- -

I-' 
I-' 
11=>--

....... 
I-'' 
c . .n 

- -

~ 

-:;..." ::-=~ 

--



I· 

I' 
:-< 

li 

-

1-3 
0 .,... 
s:.:>_ 

t-"1-:I:j 
oo 
C> .., 
"'Cl> 
-c~Q· 

t:?~ 
~5 ~--~ 
0., .... t 
CI>I" 
:P.. 

<t> 

11 
w l >-'~-'-
0 -..:ll'IJ 

tl 
i...:> I c.o ·~ 
i?51 6i:3 ....... 

<0 

-

~t_:I:j 
l-:1 
~ 
<:J1 
....... 
0> 
l'-0 
>1""-

{\ ~ 

I
' !'/) 

1.~ , ...... 
l ~ 
!.~ 

.............. 
o"i-.o 
0":- CO 
'-'' <:J1 c.o-:....1 
..,.._CO 
Wi-' 

I l-:1,.... 

I ?? 
!'/)..,... 

l i-'W 
~ fl>.. ....... 

<0 

.............. 
;.....o 
COW 
CO l'IJ 
eo""....:! 
fl>.. 1-' 
-.:!0 

1-' 
~ 

:>< 
'""0 
0 
~ 
>-3 
?-' 

\ 

----

f-3 
<-
IX -

t""':rj 
00 
C> '""' 
"'Cl> 

~~-
i;lt-3 
~~ 
CI>»' 
- ~~ 

11~ 1
1-'i-'~ 
oo~:;:: 

':...:zOo;;: 
(.0 0";> ?:'"" 
00 c.'\!.> :r. ,........ 

c.o 

I 
}'-0 I 

~""' c.n 
<:J1 
0 
1-' 
C/:) 

1· I 
!'/) 

i.'-0 
0> 
....:! 
i.'-0 
0 
1-' 

I-' ....... 

0 -1.'-? ':3 
0:• CO C 
C/:) C">-
~c.o&; 
1-'-0' 
...... -.:! 

I NI-'~ 
1
??';: 
~ -.1 ~ 

1-'H 
t""' ~ ..., 

0 
:,.0 
8 
?-' 

1
1'1)<:..:>?::-
fl>.. 0"> rJ ....... 

<0 
I-' 

1-',..... 
;.....0'-" 
c.o 0"> c,:. 
c.o 00-
0~~ 
!'/) -:l 

""" -:l 

? 

0' ...., 
1-' c.ol-' 
1-' fl>o · 

~8 
o...P"' 
!-' Cl> 

c.oQ' 
!-',_. 
I-'
•. 0 

I~
&g 
8 
g. 
;:; 
m 
::r 
0 

~ 
~ 
(]) 

:? 
~ 
l='i"' 
1-3 ...., 
~ g. 
0 ..... 
~ 
Cl> 

0 
0 

0 
~ 

....... I-' 
c.o c.o 
...... 1--' 
I-' ? 

: 

C..:> w 
W CO 
-.:! 0> 
~!'/) ~00 

0 I-' 
....:! w 

<:>:> <:.:> 
0 1-' 
00 00 

"".....:! ~ 
-.:! ....... 
<::.<> ~"" 

~ !""""' 
c.:.:> <0 
,;:.. CO 
w fl>.. 

-;.:,.. "".....:! 
1-' <0 
fl>.. <:..:> 

'-

-

~ 
(]) 

"' ;. 

H 

3 
'd 
0 ..., 
c+ 
m 

t:rJ 
.a 
0 .., 
~ 

00 

~ 

"' m 
00 
(]) 

~ 
(JQ 
(]) .., 
~ 

----

·-·---

..... 
0 

01-' 
~(...) s·· 
U'Qf-3 
8;:;
~CI> 
ro-~ ...... • • <; 
I(]) ...., 

1-3 
~ 
0... 
~CI> 

() 

0 
:::; ...., 
'd 

"' ..., 
(]) 

0... 

~ 

~ 
1-' 
<0 
....... 
~0 

-· rr. 

~ 
0 

~ 
:;::; 

:; 
CI> 

15. A summary of the Shipping a nd Trade of the Port for th e year 191J. The trade retum is given 
to the nearest 1,000 tons only :-

No. of 
Ships. Dis

charged. Shipped. 

P:u;sengers. 
Emi-

TONS. 

1 I Reaistered I I grant.'!. 
BunkerCoal. Total. 'I'oo Arrived. Departed. nnage. 

·,ooo j 221,000 ,4,973,oou 17,589,995 169,708 1 137,207 1' 92,691 
!,ooo 295,ooo 5,273,ooo 19 17,640 108,~<53 1 1oo,o93 42,874. 

~riti~h Riyer 8~eamers, I 6,8il I 243,000 I 221,000 I ... • •ovv• , - . - · -· - , -·--- ..... , ••• . . . , • • • , .,. • • , • . - • • .. 
1• h~o•gn R1ver l:lteamers, 1,423 94,000 88,000 ... , ~ ~.vvv • -v-• .-vv , • vv. vv • , ~-v.vuv , ""·v"- • • .. 

Total Fc·reign TradP, 

--·----; :----~----·-·--
' ,381 3,996,000 !!,335,:JOO~ 4,045,000 581,000 ~10,957,000 20,36(l,428 , 1,494,9:19 I 1,364,336 1135,565 

s~;:i~~~~~~~: .. ~~~~~} I 3,263 8,000 1o,ooo ... 6,ooo I :N,OOfj 13o,on2 19,630 1 26,837 .. . 
Junks, Foreign Trade,.. . 25,334 476,000 . 680,000 ... ... 1,1.>5.000 I :l,:J72,588 :n,S45 1 26,9941 .. . ---------- ----- , __________________ _ 

44,9i8 4,479,ooo I 3,o25,ooo 4,o4.5,ooo I 5s1,ooo 12,136,ooo 23,o63,to8 1,546,4t4 I 1,418,167 

36,000 I 38,000 110,981,990 ,2,866,617 , 2,847,703 I .. . Steam-la.unches, Local ! 
'frade, .................. i 

.Junks, Local Trade, ..... . 
4.61,984 

36,608 

Total, Local Trade, .. . / 4.98,592 

\hand Total, ... .. . ... ... 1 543,570 

• 

.1,000 
115,000 

1,000 

100,000 ... 215,ooo 2,134,o5t 24,153 1 28,282 . . . 

·------- ·----------,---
116,000 I 101,000 I ... I . .:~~1 _ _:'>3,000 ~,116,0~ 2,890,~~~,875,~~--··_· -

4,695,000 1 3,126,000 4,045.000 I 623,600 
1
12,389,000 36,179,152 4,437,184 4,294,152 J 135,565 

1-' 
" I--' 
0"> 

...,. 

1--' 
!--"· 
-:I 

----, 

~ 
:~ 
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3.-Revenue and Expenditure. 

16. The gross Revenue collected by the Harbour Department 
during the year was $506,964.85 as against $494,234.84 collected in 
t,he previous year, showing an increase of $12,730.01 or 2'4% :-

1910. 
Light Dnes, .. ......................... $ 86,157.20 
Light Dues, Special Assessment, !J5,810.83 
Licences and Internal Revenue, lHi ,288.67 
Fees of Court and Office,......... 174,811.89 
Mi~cellaneous Receipts, ......... 166.25 

1911. 
s 8~,578 09 

' 92,802.14 
137,368,56 
1~14,023.86 

192.:!0 

Increase. 

79.89 
J 9,211.97 

2.5.95 

Dect·eaM. 
$ :3,57!J.lt 

3,008.69 

TotaL .............. $ 494,234.84 $ 506,964.85 S 19,317.81 $ 6,587.80 

Deduct Decrease,.... .. $ 6,587.80 

Net IncreMe ............ $ 12,730.01 

The principal increases are under Medical Examination of 
Emigrants, $16,533; Sunday Cargo Working Permits, $6,500; 
F ines, $868.88; Steam-launch Licences, &c., $569.50; Boat Licences, 
$339.06; Fees for storage of gunpowder, &c., $399.62; Junk 
Licences, $255.80; Chinese Passenger Ship Licences, $105; 
Survey of Steam-launches, $90 and Message Fees for notifying 
ships signalled $31.20. ' 

There has been falling off in Revenue under the headings:
Light Dues , $3,579.11 ; Light Dues, Special Asse!>sment, $3,008.69; 
Engagement and Discharge of Seamen, $2,269.80; Survey of Steam
ships, $778.60; Registry Fees, $612 ; Examination of Masters, 
Mates, &c., $577.50; Fishing Stakes and Station Licences, $483; 
Emigration Brokers' Licences, $200 ; Pilots' licences, $90; and 
Sale of P rinted Forms, $41.75. 

17. The expenditure of the Harbour Department (exclusive of 
the Imports and Exports Office) for 1911 was $161,149.32 as against 
$160,035.89 expended in 1910. The expenditure i'tated above for 
1911 includes $507.90 paid for coal remaining in stock at the end 
of December but does not include $2,500 and $12,372.11 specially 
expended respectively for recoppering the Government Steam 
Tender Stanley and for the installation of Matthews Incandescent 
Oil Burners in Gap Rock, Waglan and Green Island Lighthouses. 
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4.-Steam-launches. 

18. On the 31st December, there were 303 Steam-launches 
(including MotorBoats) employed in the Harbour. Of these 129 
were licensed fo r conveyance of passengers, &c., 134 were priv~tely 
owned, 18 were the property of the Government and 22 belonged 
to the Imperial Government, comprising 4 Military and 18 Naval. 

Nine Masters' Cer Wicates were suspended for incompetency 
or negligence in the performance of their duties; 3 were suspended 
for 3 months, and were required to be re-examined before their 
certificates were returned; 1 was suspended for six month s ; 2 were 
suspended for 1 month a nd were required to come up for instruction 
at the expiration of that t ime; 2 were suspended for 1 month and 
2 :nonths respsctively and were required to come up for 'examin
ation at the expiration of those times and 1 was ordered to re-pass 
the examina tion before his certificate was returned. 

Five hundred an d fifteen (515) engagements and four hundred 
and sixty-six (466) discharges of masters and engineers were made 
during th e year. 

As in 1910,·seven (7) steam-launches were permitted to carry 
A rms, &c., for their protection against pirate·s. These were all 
previously a llowed. 

5.-Emigration and Immigrat ion. 

19. One hundred and thirty-five thousand five hundred a nd 
sixty-five (135,565) Emigrants left Hongkong for various places 
during the year 1911 (111,058 in 1910). 

Of these, 98,691 were carried in British Ships, and 42,874 iu 
Foreign Ships. 

These figures show a substantial increase over 1910 of 24 507 
(or 2~0/o) which can be accounted for in th e same way as last y~ar; 
prondmg labour for rubber plantations in the Federated M a lay 
States. 

One hundred an d forty-nine thousand eight hund red and ninety
four (149,894) ret urning emigrants are reported to have been 
brought to H ongkong from the several places to which they had 
emigrated, either from this Colony, or from Coast Ports as aO'ainst 
149,564 in 191.0. Of these 112,328 arrived in British 'ship; and 
37,566 in Foreign Ships. ' 

• .. 
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6.- Registry, &c., of Shipping. 

20. During the year, 20 shipf; were registered under the prc,
visions of the Imperial Merchant Shipping Act and 4 Certificates 
of Registry were cancelled. 111. Documents, &c., were dealt with 
in connection with the Act, the fees on which amounted to $846 as 
compared with $1,458 in 1910. 

7.-Marine Magistrate's Court 

21. Two hundred and thirty-five cases were heard in the Marine 
Magistrate's Court (95 in 1910) . . Breach of the Harbour Regula
tions, Disobeying the L awful Orders of the H arbour Maste-r, 
Neglecting to exhibit lights, Failing to observe the Rule of the 
Road, and carrying passengers in exce:->s were the princiral 
offences. 

8.-Marine Court. 

( Unclm· SecNon 1.9 of 01'dinance 10 nf 180{}.) 

22. During the year only one Comt was held:-

On the 11th December, inquiry into the circumstances 
attending the piracy on November 23rd on the Briti>'h 
S.S. "Shui On," Official No. 12(),987 of Hongkong, of 
which Robert Alexa nder Johnson, number of whose 
Certificate of Compe tency is 191 Singapore, was 
Maswr. 

The Court found that sh ortly after the Ship had taken the 
ground on a spit N.E. of Staunch I sland, W est River, a number of 
armed Chinese pirates attacked the ship firing volleys at the Euro
pean Quarters an d afterwards ransacker! her, taking away valuables 
to the amount of $10,000, of which $9,500 belonged to 1he passen
gers and crew; and that the Chief Officer, Mr. Nicholson, lost his 
life in gallantly endeavouring to prevent the pirates from boarding 
the ship. 

9.-Examination of Masters, Mates and Engineers. 

23. The following Tables show the numc0r of Candidates 
examined under Ordinance 10 of 1899, for Cntificates of Cc,m
peteney, distinguishing those wr.o pa:,;sed from thoi'e who fa iled:-
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(Under Bow·d of TJ'((df RC'qu.lafions.) 

Grade. P assed. Failed. 

------------ 1----------

Master, ... . ..... ........... ....... ... ... .. .. .. .. ... .. .. .. . 
Master, (Provisional Certificate), .. .. .. .. ..... . . 
First Mate, ........ .. .. ... ....... ... ...... ........ .... .. 
Second Mate, ........... · .... . .. ...... ... .. . ........... . 
Mate, ........ . .......... .. ... .. . .. .... ........ ... .... ..... . 
Mate, River St0ctmer, ............ . .................... \ 

Total, .......... ...... ... ,. 

9 
1 
8 
1 

19 

1 
1 
1 
2 

5 

F irst Class E ngineer, ... .. ................ .. .......... 21 5 
Second Class Engineer,...... .. .............. ..... ... 30 1 

Total, ... ...... ............ ~--Sl--6---

F or Steamship<; not exc3eding 60 tons, under Section 37 of Or· 
dinance No, 10 of 1899:--

Candidates. 

For Master, .. .... .. , ... ..... . .. ...... . ...... ....... ... . . 
For EngineeJ', .. ... , .. ...... , .. , .............. . ...... . .. 

Passed. 

62 
50 

Failed. 

3 
1 

------. ----
Total,... .. .. ...... ... ... .. 112 

10.- Examination of Pilots. 

(Under OrdiiiMU'r No. 3 of 1904.) 

4 

24. Only one candidate was examined during the year and 
passed. One Licence was issued, and 13 Licences were. renewed. 

I t.-Sunday Cargo Working. 

25. D uring the y ear 319 Permits were issued u nder Ordinance 
No. 1 of 1891 as compared with 267 in 1910. Of these 107 were 
not used as it was found unnece;:;sary to work cargo on the Sunday 
and the fees in such cases were refunded. 

The Revenue collected u nder this head amounted to $36,975 l.\S 
again st $30,475 in 1910. 
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12.-New Territories. 

Thirteenth year of British Adminl.sti'atl.on . 

26. The OutRtations attached to the Harbour Department, now 
seven in numbel', have continued to perform the work allotted to 
them, and during the year Licences, Port Clearances, Permits, &c., 
have been issued by them as follows:-

l fJl (). 1911. 
Cheung Chau opened 1899 ...... 13,484 13,780 
Tai 0 

" 
1899 ...... . 6,258 7,494 

Tai Po 
" 

1900 .. .. .. 9,022 8,928 
Sa.i Kung 

" 
1902 ..... . 2,683 :3,504 

Long Ket 1905 . ... .. 8,260 6,473 
Dsep Bay 1901 

clo:-:ed July 1909, re-
opened December, 1911 ...... 560 

Ping Shan opened 1,:t Sep-
tembe r, 1911, ...... . .... . .. . .. ....... 42 

39,707 
FT- iii 

40,781 
~ 

'I' he Reve nue collected by thi.,: Department from the New 
Territories during 1911 was $29,054 a~ compared with $28,141,90 in 
1910. 

13. -lighthouses 

GAP ROCK LIGHTHOUSE. 

27. During 1911, 899 vessels pasf'ed this station, all of which 
were reported to the Harbour Office by telegraph. Of this number 
144 were signalled by Morse lamp. 

Three thousand seven hundred and seventeen (3,717) telegraphic 
messages were sent, including mete(Jl'ological observations for the 
Observatory, and 557 messages were received. 

Telegraphic communication was maintained throughout the 
·year except for a few interruptions of short duration, caused by 
the land lines being in contact. 

There were fifty-five hours and thirty minutes (55 h. 30 m.) of 
fog and the fog signal was fired 352 times. 

On three occasions the relief was delayed by rough weather. 

WAG LA.N l8L1\ N I) LIGHT H 0 US E. 

During 1911, 2,281 messages were f'ent and 663 received; 2,063 
vessels were reported, and owing to interruption of telegraphic 
communic.ation 140 vessels were not reported. 

' 
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There were 183 hours and forty-eight minutes (183 h. 48 m.) of 
fog and the fog gun s were fired 1,928 times. 

On two occasions the relief was delayed by rough weather. 

GREEN ISLAND LIGHTHOUSE. 

During 1911, 1,582 vessels were signalled and reported. 536 
messages were sent and 477 received. 

Owing to telephonic communication being interrupted at ten 
different times during the year, 67 vessels were not reported. 

In the · lat ter part . of the y8ar Matthews Trinity House 
vapourising oil burner, on the "Kitson" system, was installed at 
Gap Rock, Waglan Island and Green I sland Lighthouses, r eplacing 
the Trinity House wick burners. 

It is the latest Trinity House improvement in L ighthouse 
illumination, thus bringing our three leading lights up to a high 
state of efficiency, and comparing favourably with any modern 
light. The intensity of the light is greatly increased, a t th e 
same time an approximate saving of 51% on oil consumption 
has been effected. 

A satisfactory tes t h as been carried out with White Rose 
Paraffin Oil, supplied locally by the Standard Oil Company. This 
oil will be universally adopted and being cheaper in price as 
compared with the oil formerly sent out from Home affects a 
fur ther saving in cost of maintenance. ,.-

The light was first exhibited at Green I sland on lOth August, 
at Gap Rock on the 1st September, and at Waglan Island on the 
5th October. 

14.-Commerclal Intelligence, Board of Trade. 

28. Fifty-six (56) let ters were received during the year from 
fi rms and individuals, principally in Gr3at Britain, asking for 
information upon various points in connection with their busine.ss, 
requesting me to place them in communication with local firms, 
or to obtain local agents for the sale of their goods, or submit ting 
samples or price lists. 

My replies h ave been as full as the information and time at 
my disposal permitted, and my negotiations ha ve, I understand, 
been productive, in many cases, o£ desired effects. 

HARBOUR OFFICE, 
13th February, 1912. 

C. W. BECKWITH, Uommander, R.N., 
Harbonr Master. 




