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| | .sfs. ©  RULES AND REGULATIONS.

I. That the Society be styled Tue HoNekoxe GENERAL CHAMBER
il ¥ oF COMMERCE.
| |

IL That the object of the Chamber shall be to wateh over and proteet

the general interests of Commercee, to colleet information on all matters of
' ) interest to the Mercantile Community, and fo use every means within its
f : power for the removal of evils, the redress of grievances, and the promotion
of the common good ; to communieate with Authorities and others thereupon ;
to form a code of practice, whereby the transaction of basiness may be
simplifiel and facilitated : to receive references, and to arbitrate hs‘ztweeu
disputants—the decisions in such reference to be recorded for tuture guidance.

IIL That all Mereantile Firms and persons engaged or interested in the
Trade of China shall be eligible for admission as Members in the manne:
hereafter described, aul on payment of %30 for Ifivms, and $15 for single
individuals for the current year, and a like Annual Subseription, payable in
advanee on ixt Jannary. {

IV. That candidates for admission proposed by one Member and seeonded
7 by another shall be clected at the vearly Meeting by a majority of votes of
« the Members then present, or in the interval, by the Committee, subject to
ol eoﬁin-nnnﬁun at the next ensuing General Meeting.

J V. That voting by Proxy, or by Members whose Stibscriptions are in
A arrear, be not allowed, and that not move than one Member of the same Firm
be allowed to vote on the same oceasion.

VI That in the absenve from the Colony of all the Partners in a Firm,
their Representative by Power of Artorney shall be entitled to vote,

VIL That any Member may be expelled from the Chamber on the
; proposition of the Committee communicated to all the Members, and consi-
' é dered at a Geueral Meeting, provided that not fewer than two-thirds of those
i : present vote for the expulsion, ‘

VIIL. That any number of Members not less than 10 shall be held to

) constitute a General Meeting ealled in conformity with the rules of the
Chamber, whether yoarly or special.

IX. That the Buziness and Funds of the Chamber bo m

| Committee of Nine Mombers, consisting of Chairman, Viee-C

anaged by a

bairman and
Seven Members, to be elected annually, at the vearly General Meeting of

_ . the Chamber. Iour to form a quorum, and the Chairman in case of equality
: - tv have the casting vote in addition to his own.

. - X. That the Committee shall meet at least once 4 mounth, on such day

il g’ . 4 may be fixed for the trausaction of busincss, and at other times when
S ad summoned by the Chairman, or in his absence by the Viee-Chairman, The

Proceedings to be laid on the table for the inspection of Members, subject to

r such regulations as the Committee may deem expedient. In cases of the

l - - Non-attendance of the Chairman or Vice-Chairman, a Chairman to be chosen
"' - « by the Members present.
| D i

-y
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XI. That in case of a vacancy in the Committee, it shall be filled up
pro tempore by the Committee until the next General Mecting ; and that
they have the power to appoint a Sub-Committee from their own number for
any purpose whatever.

XII. That a paid Secretary be eleeted by the Committee, such eleetion
to be subject to confirmation at the next ensuing General Meeting.

XIIT. That the Aunual General Meeting of the Chamber shall be held
in the month of Febrnary (or as soon thereafter as may be found convenient)
of each year; and that Special Meetings shall be called by the Chairman, or
in his absence by the Viee-Chairman, on the requisition of any Five Members
of the Chamber, to be held within ten days subsequent to the receipt of such
requisition.

XIV. That all important questions affecting the Trade of the Port, aul
its Political or Commercial relations with the Empire of China or with other
States, may be discussel at the Yearly General Meeting or Special General
Meeting for that purpose convened, in the manner provided for by Rule XITII.

XV. That the Committee bz empowered to frame By-laws, which shall
at once come into force, but must be presented for confirmation at the next
ensuing General Meeting of the Chamber; awld baing so confirmad, shall be
equally binding with these Rules upon all Members.

XVI. That the Funds of the Chamber shall bz paid into one of the
Banks under an aceount to be opencl by the Committee, and that all Cheques
shall be signed by the Secretary to the Chamber, countersigned by the
Chairman or Vice-Chairman, or in thoir absence by one of the Commitsee;
that all disbursements shall be sanctioned by the Committee at their ordinary
Meetings, and that an account shall be auditel by two Mewbers of the
Chamber and laid before the yearly General Meeting.

XVII That a yearly Report of the proceedings be prepared, and, after
being approved at a General Mecting, printed and circulated.

X VIIL That the above Rul:s be added to or altered only by a majority
of the Members of the Chamber present at a General Meeting, ten days’
notice having been given of the proposed alteration.

XIX. That the foregoing Rules he printed, and an authenticated copy,
subseribed by each Member on admission, be kept as part of the records of the
Chamber.

1B Y=l Adbyis.

—

I. The Office shall be open daily from Noon to 1 o’clock rat., when
the Secretary shall be in attendance, and ready to communicate with any
. Member requiring information or access to the Records of the Chamber.

(9)

IL. The Secretary shall atiend all Mestings (including those of the
Arbitration Committee, it required), keep a jonraal of all proceeldings, take

+ ¢ charge of all documents, keep the accounts of the Chamber, collect Statistics,
L]

prepare Statements of Trade, conduct awd keep copics of eorrespondence, and
attend to such other duties as may be required by the Committee.

III. All Communications shall be reccived and answered through the
Chairman, Vice-Chairman, or Sceretary.

IV. No documents belonging to the Chamber shall be removed during
Office hours, nor shall any minate of its proceedings be made public without
an order of the Committee,

V. Notice of any proposition ov business to be laid before the yearly
General Meeting, or any Special Meeling, shall be given to the Secretary at
least forty-cight hours hefore the Meeting, who, in the cireular ealling such
Meeting, will state the business or proposition, and by whom to be bronght
forward.

VI. The means to provide a suitable Io:tablishment, and to defray ex-
penses in addition to the Subseriptions fixe L by Rule 3, shall be raised in the
following manner :—DBy the sule of Statements of Trade, by fees on Arbitra-
tion and References, by fees for certified copies of the Records and other
Docnments in the Archives of the Chamber, and by voluntary gifts aml con-
tributions either in money, maps, books, or anvthing which may be useful to

. the Institution.

VII. The Committee shall appoint every vear five from their number,
thgee of whom in regular succession shall be the Acting Committee, to decide
omall cases submitted to the Arbitration of the Chamber, whose functions
shall continue so long as any business brought hefore them during their period
of service is undecided.

VIII. The Members of the Arbitration Committee shall be entitled to a
Fee of not less than $5, and not more thau $20 cach, and the Chamber to a
Fee (in a.:lditiml) of not less than $10, and not more than $100, on every case
submitted to the arbitration of the Chamber. The amount to be regulated by
the Arbitration Committee, according to the importance of the case and the
time oceupicd thercin, subject to an appeal to the General Committee, whose
decision on the amount shall be final.

IX. The Disputants in an Arbitration ease shall be bheld to guarantce
the fees jointly and severally to the Chamber.

X. The Arbitration Committee shall appoint its own Chairman and
confine its functions to cases when its interventiou or advice is requested, and
on no ocecasion shall it proceed with any case unless all the parties subscribe
@ Bond making the award a Rule of the Supreme Court. Printed forms of
such Bonds legally prepared, shall be kept for the information of Members
who may have oceasion to resort to the Chamber for Arbitration: and the
Committee shall not arbitrate upon, nor take any cognizance of, any dispute
whatever, unless one of the partics interested therein he a Member of the
Chamber,

XL That in the event of any question as to the eonstruction er applica-
tion of these By-Laws, the General Committee shall have power to decide
the same, submitting the matter to the next General Meeting of the Chamber
for its final decision.
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SCALE OF COMMISSIONS AND BROKEARAGES

adopled by the Honghong General Chambor of Commerce,

“t the half-yearly Mecting held on April 30¢h, 1872,

COMMISSIONS.

ey i
Purchasing or selling Lea, Raw Silk, and Cotton, .. 3

------- L TR Lk (i

o any of above, if as returns for Goods sold,.. ......2—'- b G
% or selling Opiim,...eeen., ..., ....,........, ....... 2° i
5 ov selling all other Goods and Produce, Ships i y
eIV OB -t G raens } ; o

" and selling Shares or Seks e SN

e e o e e e 1 (
Guarantecing Sales, . ........ B e i 2] A
4 Remittances, ................... W .1_2 X
Drawing or endorsing Bills of Exchange,.. ..l Pt
M Wer negotiating Bills of Exchange without rocourse .k '
Iurc_hn'smg or realising Bullion or Bills of Exchangeo, ..... el p
[}en!lttmg the Proceeds of Bullion or Bills of I*]x(:ltmntre, T: 4
aving and recciving Money in Current Account, .......... i i

s Ship’s Dishursements, ...ooee.evveesnnnnnnnn, 4 DT
Collecting TR e R e =T TR ol 4
Obtaining Freight or Charter, .....eeveveeeenn. -';') .,

o, » o or ,, and collecting same Freight, ...6 . 5
ﬂi.djussgmg Tuswrance Claims on Amount Rccovered,....?.......E.-' ‘ :
I';ﬂ'cct.m,g,r Tnsurance, on the Insnred Amount, ........ T R, . i o =
Proseeuting or defending suecessfally Claims, cither at Law | 4 K

or by Avbitration, «............... ORI st T 1
Prosceuting or defending IS e ce: S hitH v RO R 24
'l\"[;umgi.ug Estates and collecting Rents, . ............. .;j A
l‘mushqumg and forwarding Jewellery, al Bullion,........, 1 ?:
Forwarding or transhipping Cargo,........ R ;,

Transhipping or forwarding Opium

Bl
| . #2 per chest.
Goods withdrawn or re-shipped §

... Commission.

B rEssdesinsnntasiesaans

E I I

. : 3
(:rrautl.ng Lc_tt?rs of Brethit; iy sererareiiiciiiiiiieien | per cent

For (lo;-ug. s]np s business when uo inwaxd or outwm'd{‘om-[ 20 cents per

T EIR10TTH eyl ot cas O S oy T s o J Register ton

o 3

The eonversion into Hongkong curreney of sterling froieht fnwar
kong, payable in Hoilskong shall y Ifj%u[mc' h'c'lch-t'm“ e
» payab ghong, shall, unless otherwise stipulated, he made
At the rate for Bauk Bills on London payable on demand ; and the rate
1‘uhlugAat the close of & mail shall be the rate applicable to such purposc
during the subsequent week. iR

BROKERAGES.

Bills and Bullion......uvuveieiiiiiriineerens esens L per cent. Payuble by Seller,

]:‘roduca & General Merchandise, . .ovian.....
L T s i e |
For negotiating and completing Charters [

aud procuring Trcight,.eeeeeseereerens f » » by Ship.

i

" " 3]
13 2 1} 4

¢ 138
FARIEE OF BROKERAGINS

1o be charged to Buyer and Seller,
ADOPTED BY
TIHE STOCKBROKERS' ASSOCIATION O HONGKONG.
23rd March, 1592,

¢ MixiNg—
BaNks— : ] 3
China, Japan, & Straits, Ltd.... 15 Balmoral Gold .....covenaeee e AR
Do. Founders’...3H Charbonnages ....... et Ly
ongkong & Shanghai............ 500, BN i taon cee il
Eati%nnl %nnk of (D‘hina, Ttd,... 25c. G ooiererto vanre e RO
Do. Founders'...8H RDIONT o e S R S Sl ()
OB 1) E N 111 AL o R > Sl
. RN cnordosn o ] ()
SRES— 5 100 e T e 10¢.
D!&l}ﬂ;&e Loan 84 C. ............ i Socict¢ Francaise des Honil-
Chinese Loan '86 L. ...... lives de Tourane ...... AR ok H0e,
Hongkong Hotel Co, 6 °/,
H.K. & Kowloon Wharf 53 ©/, + 19/,
China Merchants 7 °/, ......... { HoreLs— ;
Charbonnages 8 °/o........ e At A TR e ot 200,
e =land 8905 cine - areen] Hongkong Hotel ................. . B0,
Hongkong Hotel, New Tssue ... 20e.
" INSURANCES— R G - - S P 100,
LN et e r AP 50¢.
L dhina Five,... . 50c.
EnAERradera’ .. .ciieinnaasenirs a0¢. | MISCELLANEOUS—
Hongkong Fire.. sl Brown & Co HL G g oes 2000
North China ..... el Camplell, Moore & Co. .. 10,
Singhpm'e T e e Ve K gras be 20e, China Dorneo ......coce.e.. 20,
SR R e T e o ChinuSugnar viu.eessaes H0e.
Straits Marvine ......... 25¢. |©  Cruickshank & Co. ........ S 2D
L e % 0. Bniry Farn Co o e 106,
REHOtRZR I s OUES Dakin & Co., Limited............
Fenwick & Co., Geo 10e.
Laxp & BrinpiNe— Green Island Cement ............ 2.
‘H.K. Land Investment ......... 50c. Hongkong Brick & Cement 100,
Kowloon Lund Tnvestment......  25c. Hongkong & China Bakery ... 50c,
PelBuilding ... e 102 Hongkong & China Gas .........  50¢,
Humphreys’ Estate ... c..........  90c. Hongkong Electric .............. 10¢,
West Point Building Bl Hongkong H.-L. Tramways H0e,
Hongkongelee 1550t S Bk,
STEAMSHIP COMPANIES— Hongkong & K. Wharf & G.... 50,
China Mutuals ........... R 500, Hongkong Rope ......e.. faares L 1504,
China & Manila ..oeeevienenenne. s e Hongkong & Wpoa. Dock ...... 5H0e,
Douglas S.8. Co. .oovvvveeeneenen, 800 Labuk:Bhanting: St o trny 20,
c Hongkong, Canton, & Macao... 2ie. Fi70M SUGAT . esssesenseanesinsarst 100G,
Indo-China 8, Navigation ...... H0c. Wanchai Warehouse & S, Co. DO,
Steailaiment ... 10, Mo R G A e e e e O
e - TANE I b
N.B,—All Stocks Market Value 1 and under as follows :—
S1and not under 50 cents.......c..vve..e..... 10 cents per Share.
<0.50 cents and not under 45 cents......... 5 cents per Shave.
SO2ocentsiandunder ..o, 24 cents per Share.
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MINUTES of the Yearly General Meoting of the Honerone
GENERAT, CraMper oF CoMMERCE, held on the 19th April,
1895, for the purpose of receiving the Report of the Commilttee

and passing the Secretary’s Accounts for the year ending 31st
December, 1894.

Present :—

Honourable J, J. Keswick (Chairman), Honourable A, McConacuie,
Messrs. E. Mackintosm, R, M. Gruay, T. Jacksow, St. C, MICHAELSEN,
N. A. Sieps, Dovaras Joxes (Committee), F. IIENDERsON, (Secretary),
Honourable E. R. BeLiLios, D. GILLIES, A. TiLLET, G. Suare, A, SHELTON
Hoorer, J. Tnorsury, W. R. Loxwiry, C. S. Suare, D. E. Browsy, J. Y.
V. Veryox, IT. Strorrerront, Ho Tunc, G. STEWART, J. J, BeLL-InrviNG,
G. H. WnerLer, A, Coxox, ALy, Woorrey, D. R, Sassoon, A, F. Swmirn,
C. A. Towes, R. Surwax, J. Kraser, J. II. Gargers, Ezexier, B,

Byrayure, A. J. Davip, Pesroxirr, Wy Suing, Lar Hivg, Korewar,
Mixe Ker, and others.

The Cramaay said—Gentlemen,—The report which your Committee
have to-day to submit to you will, I trust, bear cvidence that during the year
we have not been unmindful of those commercial and cognate interests which
it is the province of the Chamber to keep in view. The year 1894 was one
of the most eventful in the history of the East, and in Hongkong it had the
distinetion of witnessing the introduction of plague in our midst, a disaster
which taxed all the energies of Government and the Sanitary authorities to
suppress. Happily it was overcome and the trade of the port and the
inhabitants seemed to return as if by magie, and at the moment there is
evidence of increase in both. Let us hope that the lesson will be Inid to
heart and that in future if pestilence visit this Island it will find no congenial
abode.  Your Committec deemed it desirable to review in a letter which you
will read in the appendix, and which I hope will be regarded as a useful and
a temperate letter, the i-:ﬂnimi'y history of the Colony, and I hope and
believe it will be congidered a fair statement of the past condition of sanitary

“

(13)

affairs and be of some serviee and of public interest. As will be seen from

the report, this Chamber had oceasion to eriticise the gnarantine regulations
3

"ol a neighbouring colony not from any desire on our part to minimise the
£ o

importance of effective quarantine, but to prevent prcc‘autions wl-lich ionlg;
aggravate the situation. The small republic of Sh-m\ghal set an c.axzunp e Gr
enlightened efficient quarantine arrangements which 1'effect credit lllpon ll).
and it was in consequence possible for onr intercourse wn;.h ‘t!mt pnit to .c;
maintained without more than absolutely essential r(fstrurtu.)ns. lo‘uhwll
remember that last year I made reference to the cxclusion wluch‘ the Chinese
sought to impose on the importation of machinery lfm' manufacturing pm'.posfs.s
into China, and I then ventured to say that no eﬂorti on the part of ‘Chm':;‘lm
that direcsion could be sustained once it was seriously (:ha!lengefl. \ FIE.
right to exclude machinery has been challenged, de you may ta-l\e'i.t :)ll
oranted that Treaty privileges in this matter will be fully \'lll'(l:(,.l'tt,(;
';Vithin the last 48 hours it would seem probable that. the new I‘le.ttl_) Iol
Peace with Japan has definitely disposed of this question, a.ml also of L(l;.
long-sustaining likin grievance. A reference to the appendix 1., Engfnu ;
ill show you that the Chamber has had some correspondence .\\1t 1ec:m;
roposed compulsory use of an official code vocnbltlm'y in telegraph
and although the vocabulary will not be applicable to messages
etill the Chamber deemed it desirable to record

w
wiie p
messages,
i i il 1898
ontside of Enrope, unti 3 : - e
its protest, and other Chambers have done likewise. An International Con
its protest, : 2
ference at Rome, held in December 1893, recommended the adoption of such
e ' : . . . e
and T fear there may be little ehance of preventing its compulsory

a Code, S , ! :
: t should be made in this dircetion as the costly codes of

3 rery effor
;;;E?)l:“imz:leliims in the East will perchance be 1‘em}ered valueless. 'I"he
correspondence on this question is worth your nt.tentlve })el llhfll.. IA.:s 301;
are aware this Chamber has always taken great interest in the lighting o
the port, and I should not pass over without notice the sn'gg?festcd 1'fecn‘nst.lr1:v.?
tion of the Gap Rock Lighthouse consequent npon the m.lm.'_y S‘llh[llinel ll_\l
it in the typhoon of October 1593. The correspondence wh-lch is .t.ppcu': P
shows the recommendations which have been made, but with \\'lm-.h.}‘o.n
Committec have not felt themselves able to coneur without flll‘th{’l‘. opinion.

‘Phere seems to be no struetural defects, and your Committee emlsulm" tllmt
. before taking any such costly step it wonld be desirable to imve. the opfu.lnu
of one of the lighthouse cugineers of the Chinese Tmperial Maritime

C‘“stolns z 0 8 O 0 I"l =5 1 secure t 1= h me
s / ; W h 8 services ¢ '|'|’ 1 d 1 [Q‘.,. e Cl11 ‘ll. I miust he bl)ln(’
A
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mind that since 1893 the lighthouse ]n~ exyerienced the full foree of an

even more severe typhoon than that in October of that year, aul it seems

undesirable to incur such a huge expenditure unless absolutely unavoidable.

Your Committee does not consider it unavoidable, and have confidence that
His Excellency the Governor will accord the representations of the Chamber
his usual courteons consideration. We have had no correspondence of an
official natare concerning the West River, but as vou know, the Foreign
Office, in acknowledging the Chamber's letter on the subjeet, intimated that
the British Minister at Peking woull recsive instruetions on the matter, aud
it is to be hopel that we may soon Lear that Mr. O’Coxor has besn able to
arrange for the opening of this fine waterway to foreign trade. 'The im-
portance of direet steam navization belween Hongkong aud its upper reaches
can readily be eonceived. T may here appropriately make reference to the
war which has been waged between China and Japan since July last, and
which everyone will rejoice to sec now ended.  While not withhéhling our
generous word of sympathy for the vanquished, neither shounld we begradge
our meed of praise to the victors, by whose means we hope to see a regenc-
ration in the administrative, social, fiscal and commercial affairs of China,
and a departure on the path of enlightenment and progress which cannot but
increase ten-fold the materinl well-being of her people.  Both nations dmumg
the conflict have to their Lorour placed as few barriers as possible in the
way of trade by ncutrals, and cemmerce, though ecurtailed by a shaking of
confidence among all elasses, has on the whole been less adversely affected
in many respects than might have heen expected. The conditions of peace
I need not here recount, but the acquisition of Formesa by Japan marks a
political change near our Lorders of which the full siguificance will gradually
dawn npon the Western nations. The opening of Peking and Nauking to
trade are of great importance, and T hope that among the other places
opened under Treaty may be ports on the West River, but if not, we must
hope that through the British Legation this will be accomplished. You
will ebserve in the Chamber’s correspondence refercnee to the Treaty entered
into between Great Brituin and Japan, which the Chamber ounly deals with
in so far as the Colony’s interests are touched through its refineries, Qur
astute Japanese friends, in negotiating the new tariff, had the advantage of
knowing to one Lair’s-lreadth just what they wanted, and the result has
Leen the impesitien of a duty on rcfined sugar which, unless we get it altered,

will adversely affect the importations from this Cu]oily. The question will

’
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i 2 new Committeas. And now
doubiless further engage the attention of tha new Committeas.  And now,

Hhavs 1 e g
gentlemon, I have almost exhansted all that I have to say in raference to

“the report, but I mast briefly alinle to what sezms t2 b nniversally ealled

the “silver question.” Tt engages atteation in all esantries, but thus far it
cannot be assertel that any parson, or leazuz, or eomnittee, have baen able
to persuade the world that a solution has baen founl. Let. us hope that a
solution soon will be found—as found it must ba svoner or later—for no ono
will contend that we can do without silver as a monctary melinm. The fact
remains that two-thirds of the world's popiulation count their wealth in silver
and use silver as their only medium of exchangs, anl it caanot he expected
that gold ean ever take its plass.  The uncorfiinty sarrounding the value of
silver is more mischievons than the lowaess of its price in relation to gold,
beeause the continual fluctuations in its quotations rendor the ovdinary con-
duct of business hazardous. I think I muy congratalate the members on the
Chambor’s share in the recommendation of the coinage of a British Dollar,
which a Special Committee appointed by it were unanimously in favour of.
At an early dats we hope to have the coia cirealating with us in ITongkong,
where it is made the only lezal tender, eonenrrautly with ths Mexicin dollar.
In e')nclm.mu, gentlemen, T want to say one word bafore resuming my seat
on the subject of this Chamber itsolf, on which T wish you all, and the publie
at large, to cast a benevolent regard.  The finances are not in such .1.. flourish-
ing statc as I could wish, We huve for some years .bc',(-m encroaching .upon
our capital, owing to a reduced reveaue and slight incrcase of expenditure.
‘The principal loss of rovenue is in the sale of markes 1'61).31‘53, the altered
conditions of business rendering such records less neeessary than formerly.
I believe our Shanghai friends have had the samz experience, anl I am not
sure that they have not had to stop their market reports altogether. I t.hink
1o one will question that this Chamber as an iustitution should be maintained,
for it will not be deaicd that, as it has haen uscful in the past, so will it be
in the futura, and it will be easicr to maintain it than to resuscitate it if onze
vou permit it to collapse. I think an excecdingly moderate increase in the
subseription would equalise income anlexpenditure. I think there is nothing
further that I can uscfully say, but it is satisfactory to sea the conditions of
trade here and in China gradually becoming more satisfactory, and there are
not wanting indications that commerce everywhere is starting on a new era
of prosperity throughout the world at large. (Applause.) DBefore submitting
to you for adoption the report and accounts I shall be glad to hear any
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remarks any gentleman may wish to make upon the year’s operations of (he

Chamber,

No remarks having been made, the Chaivman movel the adoption of the
report and accounts,

The Honourable E. R. BeLiLios seconded.
Agreed unanimously.
The meeting then procceded to the election of the new commitice.

The'fullowing was the vesultof the ballot :—=Mr. A. G. Woop (Chairman),
Honourable A, McCoxacmie (Vice-Chairman), Messrs, J. J. BeLr-Irving,
R. M. Gray, T. Jackson, D. Joxgrs, Sv. C. Micosersey, N. A, Sieps
and Honourable T. 1I. WinTEnELD.

WHAREF ACCOMMODATION.

Mr. D. E. Browx said that while the ballot was going on he wished to
bring before the meeting the subject of the want of more adequate facilities
along the sea front for the numerous steam launches required by the eom-

munity in the transaction of the business of the Colony between shipping and

the shore,  He therefore moved the following resolution :-—

“Inasmuch as the landing accommodation or wharf recently
“provided on the new reclamation is quite inadequate for the
“requircments of the Colony, so many steam launchesbeing necessary
“for the transaction of the business of the shipping community aud
“others between ships and shore, and whereas it will soon be
“impossible to nse old Pedder’s Wharf any longer as a landing
* place, greater inconvenience will be felt and the danger to small
*steam eralt increased if more adequate loading accommodation be
“not provided. Beitresolved that the attention of the Government
*“ be ealled by this Chamber to the pressing need for inereased landing
* faeilities as near the vieinity of the old Pedder’s Wharf as circum-
“stances will permit.”

Mr. Davip Girries--I have mueh pleasure in seconding the motion as
proposed by Mr. Browx, and I think the thanks of the shipping community
are due to Mr. Brown for coming forward and bringing this motion to the
notice of the Chamber. I think we have all more or less felt the inadequacy
of the present accommodation for steam launches. Tt is not only the great

want of accommodation, but there is really an absolute danger in using the
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present wharl, and I have many times bean surprised that accidents have not

ocenrred before this.  The enfrance is so very narrow aud so many launches

" are obliged to use that whart that it is really a wonder collisions have not

taken place hefore this, aud I think it would be better for us fo make further
provision in the way ol a new wharf or by extending the wharf already built
in order that these collisions or dangers may be avoided in the future, I do
not know in what way the (zovernment could best supply the wants of the
community in the way of increased accommodation, hut T think it would be
hLest accomplished by the Government putting up a new wharf,  An extension
of the wharl they have put up will not answer the requirements so well. 1t
would bring too many launches together and thereby ineur the very danger
we would like to avoid. T would therefore suggest in any reeommendation
the Committee may make to the Government that a new wharf should he

erected giving the accommodation we require.

Mr. E. Macisrosii—1 think Mr. Brows's resolution, seconded by
Mp. GinLies, refers more particularly to wharves that may be constructed
in the future vather than to the present accommodation. I would remind
the Chamber that a Committce sought by the Government, of which Com-

mittee I was a member, considered this subjeet of wharves in July of last

vear.  The Comuiittee made a report to the Government, but whether the

Government will aceept it or not I do not know. I may mention that this
Committee recommended that for ordinary accommodation along the praya
there should be ong opposite each new streat. But the Government have

promizsed to the owners of private wharves that they shall reinstate their

wharves opposite the particular places where they are at preseut,  Therefore,

it that is carried ont it will be almost impossible to grant the request you

have preferred.  This is a matter that rests entirely with the Government.

- I have told you the recommendation of the Committee, but whether Govern-

Sment will act upon it or not 1 cannot say.

Me. Brows—My motiou refers to the present necessity for increased

hart accommodation.  We will have to suffer a great deal before the final

© plans anl arrangements between the Government and the owners of the

present whavves ean be carried out ; it is to bridge over the difficulty we are

i 5@®m‘iug under now that I ask the assistance of the Chamber. We want it

¢lp us to get botter landing nceommodation either temporary or permanent.

The resolution was pul to the meeting and upanimonsly agreed to,
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The Chairman—The Committee will bring the matter to the notice of

the Government at the earlicst possible moment.
THE CHOPPING OF DOLLARS.

Me. Jackson—Mr. Chairman and gentlemen, there has been a short
reference in the Chairman’s speech to the British dollar. It is a very
important item indeed in conuection with the future commerce of this
Colony. T think it affords us an opportunity of placing the currency of
the Colony in a sound condition and doing away with the villainous system
of chopping dollars. I believe the Government have been advised at home
by experienced men that it would be impossible to do away with chopping
the British dollars. I do not at all agree with the advice they have acted
upon. From our poiut of view it is highiy desirable that our eurrency
should also be a legal tender in the Straits Settlements. The Banks here
have considerable interest in the Banks in the Straits. Ifthese dollars are
chopped they cegse to be current in the Straits. They are carrent in
Hongkong, but not in the Straits, Itisagreat gricvance, and at the end of
the 19th century we ought not to tolerate chopped eurrency. (Hear, hear.)
It would be in the interests of every single trader m this place, of every
private individual, of none more than the Chinese themselves, if the system
were stopped altogether. This custom of chopping is a very ancient one,
but like other old and bad habits I think the time has now come for it to
be done away with. I think, before this mecting separates, we ought to
liave a strong and united expression of opinion that the Government should
legislate that the British dollar should not be chopped, and if it is chopped
that it should no longer be legal eurrency. (Hear, hear.) Weall know we
had 7.1.7 to the dollar, one of the reasons being that the tael weightis pretty
well the universal one all over China, but the chopped dollar is not accepted
in Shanghai. Surely the Government would not come to the conclusion
that the Shanghai custom would not apply here. The objection must arise
that ten Mexican dollars are worth more by count than by weight. The
weight of the Mexican dollar is a very irregular one. It is supposed to be
417 or 418 grains, whereas the weight of the British dollar is 416, so that
there would be very little difference between ten British dollars paid out

by count, and ten dollars in Mexicans weighed at 7.1.7. The loss in pay-

ing out British dollars by count instead of paying out chopped coin by .
weight would be very small, and would be acquiesced in by the Banks, as-

in no other way can the currency be placed upon a proper footing.
(Applause.)
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Mr. G. Smare—TI am very glad that Mr, Jacksow has said what he has,

T had intended to say a word about chopping dollars, but I was very much
‘afraid that anything which T might say might not be appreciated Ly Mu,
Jacrsow, whois the Chief Manager of the Hongkong and Shanghai Banking
Corporation, because I can imagine that a Bank might think that its
interests were in some way identified with the chopping of dellars; for this
reason, that they can chop as many coing ag they please. I have known
Banks chop a hundred thousand coins, and go through a great deal of labour
overnight before they ave paid out in the morning, in order that the Bank
might secure a premium upon the unchopped dollars which remained in
their treasury. I am delighted tofind that Mr. Jacksow takes a clear view
on this matter, and I think he bases his view upon tbe idea of bettering
‘ the general interests of the Colony. There is no question whatever that
the mutilation of our coins is against the interests of trade. Why
should there always Lea premium upon remittance to Singapore and Japan?
For no earthly reason than that the coins with which we have to pay for
| those bills are at a discount. If you want to send a remittance to Singapore
y you have to send a proper remittance—clean coin. I do not know whether
‘ inea_ple are really aware of the injury which is hereby inflicted. May I call
yoar attention for a minute to relate a little ancedote which occurred more

than thirty years ago? I sold an invoice of clean Mexicans from the Com-

mercial Bank to the Agra Bank. It was then that the proportion of in-

I different low touch coins, which had been habitually rejected by the Banks’

. compradores for some years previously, had been greatly inereasing—

- increasing year by year until it had Lecome quite a formidable matter.
~ O this occasion between six and seven hundred dollars were rejected by
the compradore of the Agra Bank. I asked what they were worth, and
the reply was—<0bh, these coins no good touch, have got tin inside; but
-*I}If!skee, 30 cents.” Thirty cents was all the money that was offered for
Qﬁ_jexe 650 dollars. I was the intermediary employed in the transaction,
and therefore was called upon to do my Dhest to settle an arrangement.
into another Bank close by and said—* Compradore, what are these
Ilmts worth?™ “Oh, very little touch,” was the reply, ““25 or 80 cents.”
ought this was more unsatisfactory. I got into my little pony trap,
' _ rove down to Messrs. Onverant & Co., the American firm, whose
fiess then was next door to the Commissariat Buildings. I went in
S the managing partner, Mr. Pargrx, and said to him—« Will you
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means.” I said to the compmdore—“’I‘hel"c are these 650 Mexican dollars.
They are at five per cent. premium. Please allow your shroff look see.”
He called in his shroff, who shroffed these 650 Mexicans. Ho said-—*They
are all good.” 1 said—*I thinkee perhaps have got some piecee inside no
’long good; more better you call in another shroff.” He then scnt in
next door for the shroff of Frercuer & Co. The shroff came in and carve-
fully examined them a second time. He said—*“They are all good,” but
selected one coin, and said-—¢This piecco b'long old year, vou more better go
Laxe Crawrorp buy one hat.”! (Langhter.)) T said—“You can secure
b’long number one.” He said—*Clean dollar just now 'long five per cent.
premium.” T said —“Maskee, give me the notes.” He gave me the notes,
and I drove off to the Bank, gave them to the manager, and said—* For
goodness snke don’t say anything about these or else there will be a recla-
mation.” Nothing wassaid about it. There was not a bad dollar amongst
them. Both these men are now dead, but the compradore of the late firm
of OrypaanT & Co. 18, I I}elieve, still living, and he will confirm my state-
ment, The attempt of the Agra Bank compradore to put nearly 500 dollars
into his pocket out of this bullion shipment was thus defeated, but this
was only onc ease of a hundred. The chopping Mr, Jacksox has referred
to is supposed by some people to be needful, T venture to say that that is
not so. The Chinese are in no way in favour of chopping dollars. Every
hong occasionally chops a thousand dollars as a sort of demonstration in
order to be able to say—*We always chop our coins, and if you want us to
exchange a bad dollar you must show us our mark upon it.” The practice
is now fast going out, and you may now go into Bonham Strand and that
district without hearing the chopping hammer heing used. There is now
very litile of it, and I feel sure that if Mr. Jackson and other bankers were
to adopt a plan of discouraging this method, we should have a clean
carrency, and save thereby four-fifths of the trouble of shvoffing. There
is five times as much trouble in shroffing a thousand dellars which are
chopped as there is in shroffing o thousand dollars which ave clean.  With
chopped dollars you have to turn over both sides. I think, therefore, thut
this is, as Mr. Jackson has said, a good opportunity for putting our
currency upon a fair basis, and that it should not helost. Imaysay I have
been waiting for this opportunity for forty years, and I am delighted that
we have so powerful an advocate in the matter as Mr. Jacxsow,  (Applause.)
Will you therefore allow me to propoese this resolution: —

“That the Chamber regards the advent of the British dollar
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‘‘as an opportunity for placing the currency of this Colony upon
“a satisfactory footing, that as a first step means should be
" “adopted to protect the new coins from the foolish practice of
“chopping and defacement, and that the Government be requested
“by the Committee to legislate to that effect in this Colony.”
(Applause.)

Mr. Jaceson—I beg to second Mr. SHARP's proposal.

Mr. SearP—1I could tell you a great deal more, but there is a review
on, and I know you want to go there. (Laughter.)

Mr. R. Suewan—The new dollar being a British coin would it not Le
illegal to chop or deface it? '

Mr. Jacgsox—With the Chairman’s permission I will answer Mr:
SeEwan’s question. I understand, to wmeet, as they say at home, the
special requirements of this Colony, the Government is to allow the British
dollar to be chopped and still remain legal tender, the very thing we do
~ not wanbt. As Mr. SHARP has said it will defeat the one opportunity we
- have had since the Colony was founded of putting the currency on a proper
basis.

The resolution was thereupon put to the meeting, and was agreed to

R,
~ unanimously,

VOTE OF TIHANKS.
Mr. G. Snarr—I do not think all of us appreciate the labour which is

~ embraced between the two covers of that report. It is a very easy thing if

werything goes on smoothly, not to take much notice of the machinery by

ch everything is done, but if you will look through the subject matter

liis veport you will see that there is not a single matter which can be

~ treated as routine. They are special, peculiar and most important, and I

th in reading the multiplicity of letters and correspondence that report

, one is struck with the amount of painstaking labour performed by onr

ittee during the past vear. (Applause.) I think, therefore, that we

v very fairly record a vote of thanks to the Committec and to their

etary for the labour which has been so successfully performed. (Applanse.)

- The Chairman—On behalf of the Committee and the Seeretary, I express

ks to Mr. Sitare and the members present for the manner in which

id remarks have been accepted. T should just like to say in reference

‘resolution about the British dollar that the new Committee will no

crnment.  Gentlemen, that eoncludes the business of the meeting.
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Outbreak of Bubonic Plague in Hongkong.

During last summer the Colony suffered from an outbreak of Bubonie
Plague probably the most serious sickness of an epidemic nature with which
Hongkong has heen assailed since its oceupation by the British. The
disease, though known in Haivan and other parts of Southern China, had
never before renched Houngkong, and the terror—which contact with the
unfamiliar, particularly with regard to such a visitation, and among an
ignorant people is apt to produce—led to a pauic vesulting in an exodus
of the inhabitants to neighbouring places, of supposed greater safety, such
as had not before been experienced here. Business was in a great measure
interrupted both on account of the absence of a large portion of the popu-
lation and the preseuce of the plague, and the logs to the Colony was very
serions. The discase was supposed to have been introduced from Canton,
where it bad made its appearance some time previously, and the insanitary
condition of many of the districts in the (lity of Victoria afforded a very
fitting nursery for its propagation, assisted by, perhaps, an abnormal
condition of the atmosphere the result, not unlikely, of a long continued
drought. Whatever the circumstances were which favoured its growth
the disease found an easy footing in our midst. Tt bLroke out in May (or
earlier) and continued until September, when the Plagne Proclamations of
10th May and 9th August were withdrawn by the Anthorities. A band of
volunteers—Naval, Military and Civil—did good service under, perhaps,
not very encouraging circumstances, and with no great show of gratitude
from those whom they desired to benefit, in attempting to ameliorate the
condition of the sufferers. Owing to thelarge numbers who left the Colony
the exact mortality could not be ascertained, and though serious, was
perbaps less than might have been expected under the circumstances. The

L
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disease claimed few victims other than Chinese, but such immunity may
not be again enjoyed should a recurrence of the plague take place, and we
are found unprepared. A report was recently made to the Sauita.r,y Board
that bubonic plague had appeared at Amoy, but, as will be seen from the

accompanying correspondence, its existence there was denied.—(Appendix
A. Page 3.)

Quarantine Regulations imposed in Singapore against
Hongkong.

lthat appeared to be the quite unnecessarily severe nature of the
quarantine regulations imposed against Hongkong during the prevalence
of the plague was brought to Lhe notice of the Governmen: with the view
that, should it unfortunately be again considered desirable to enforce such
rezulations, an endeavour should be made to induce the Straits Government
to frame these with the strictest regard to the very large interests of both
Colonies which are so very adversely affected Ly such onerous restrictions.
The Cm.nmittee, while very fully sympathising with the desire of any
tjﬂlhl‘ﬂllnlt}( to guard against the introduction of dangerous diseases, are
inclined to think that the precautions taken are often the outcome—i’f not
of panic—of, at least, over-hasty action, and are often entirely opposed to
the opinions of experts who now generally contend that quarautine regula-
tions formerly held to have been effective, and now abandoned in England
are caleulated to promote rather than prevent the spread of disease whethe;
of an infectious or contagious nature, and the Singapore Authorvities seem
to have erred iw that direction. Holding the views that Government appa-
rently does, it seems unlikely it will be inclined to entertain the suggestions
made, but the matter has heen referred to the Secretary of State l-)\\?ho may
perhaps be disposed to adopt broader views more consistent with what

ought to be the common interest of two British Colonies.—{Appendix 4
Page 13.) \ .

Restrictions on the Importation of Machinery into China.

g In reply to the Chamber’s enquiries regarding the prolibitory notifi-
:cauon, referred to last year, issued by the Commissioner of Customs
:?ehanghai, Her Britannic Majesty’s Minister at Peking stated that the Doyer:
Qﬁthc Corps Diplomalique had protested against the notification in question
and had informed the Chinese Government that the forcign 1'epresentatives,

~declined to _ecognize its validity as being opposed to the privileges accorded
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by the treaties, and that the question still formed the subject of correspond-

ence between the Corps Diplomatique and the Tsung-li Yamén; adding
that communications to the same effect had been addressed to Her Britaunic .
Majesty’s Consuls at the different treaty ports, The matter was brought
up in the House of Commons on 96th June last by Sir G. Bapex Powert,
when a reply similar to the above statement was elicited.—(Appendix B.
Page 17.)

Indian Import Duty on Silver.

The agitation started last year against a measure so calculated to
still further eomplicate the silver guestion, which is so adversely affecting
the Lrade between India, Hongkong and China, has been widely, but ineffec-
tually, maintained, and there are apparently no present indications that the
Indian Government iutends to abandon the position it has taken up.—
(Appendix C. Page 18.)

The Coinage of a British Dollar.

The Committee Jearned with satisfaction that the Home Authorities
had decided to sanction the above coinage the necessity for which has
at different times throughout the year been keenly felt, emphasizing the
advisability of not being dependent upon outside sources for any porticn
A slight want of unanimity on the part of some of the
mercantile community in Singapore may have caused a little delay, but it
has been decided to begin coining at once. The dollar will be 416 grains
in weight and of 900 millesimal fincness, corresponding with the Japanese
Yeu, and will be constituted a legal tender in Hougkong and the Straifs

of our currency.

Settlements. It will be minted for the public at one per ceut., in exchange

for bullion.—(Appendix D. Page 19.)
Sunday Cargo-Working Ordinance,

The Chamber has had occasion to call the attention of the Govern-
ment to an amendment in the Sunday Labour Ordinance which admits of
all mail steamers, (irrespective of nationality and to the detriment of
British shipping) provided Hongkong is not the terminal port, to discharge
and take in cargo without incurring the fees imposed by the Ordinance,
pointing out that the remission of these fees is an unfair concession to mail
steamers enabling them to obtain quicker despateh and more successfully
to compete against the less fortunate ordinary carriers unsubsidised and
handicapped in addition to the extent of Sunday-workiug fees. The con-

gession is believed to Lave been made unsolicited at the saggestion of the
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Post Office authorities, and was apparently unnecessary, as the mail steamer:

. without acceleration of speed can easily deliver their mails well wit.hi18
contract time. Under the same Ordinance the Government recently pr ¥
socuted the agents of the steamer Hupel for violation of the law by lc{a;)i:;
hunker coal- on-Sund:Ly. The Magistrate decided that Lunlker coal was not
cargo and dismissed the case—thus supporting a previons decision given in
tavour of the steamer Whaimnpoa; adding—I am of opinion the O:dinmn e
overlooked the cxistence of bunlker coal, or else never intended it tc: Ee
regarded as cargo.” A question referred to the Chamber as to whether o

not ballast would be considered cargo under the Ordinance remains u 1:
decided, as in the particular case referred to, which would have been macll.l

a test one, the steamer arrived in time to ballast on Saturday. Tn conne e-!
tion with this the Harbour Master expressed an opinion that as. ballast is ucl‘.
inc!t‘uled in the clause exempting certain things from the provisim;s of tl(:e
Ordinaunce, a permit would be necessary, to which a fee attaches according
to the tonnage of the vessel.—(Appendix E. Page 22.) i

Congratulatory Telegrams exchanged between the
% Telegraph Companies and the Chamber.

The Chamber bas hud the opportunity duriug the past year of
mfchnugiug congratulations with the Telegraph Companies on the com.)letim
of the eable connecting Hongkong with Singapore vid Borneo and Il'l.bu :
and also on the celebration of the twenty-fifth auniversary of the in;‘ti tfm‘
ol telegraphy with the Far East.—(Appendix 7. Page 28.) e

‘Preferential Duties granted by the Hoppo of Canton
on Junk-carried Cargo.
- il‘hlS vexed question has again cropped up on several® occasions
}@gxnnll:.g with a renewed complaint ou the part of the River Stea.mboat’:
qupames that these concessions were again being freely granted, with th
fesplt. 'th_af, ﬂ:le bulk of the season’s tea had been diverted fr:m ’t.heixj steamar:
::;:l;.;)‘vuatlvc ]l:illlIS. The di[‘u‘culty-of adducing positive proof that speeial
. P ‘ ..gllces are made, a matter which Her Britannic Majesty’s Minister at
eklug, who has. taken a keen interest in the question, has made almost
ii;;ii:ﬁ;ff? remains.  Particulars of many instances in‘which these
quad th : fue een gruntcd.are not difficult to obtain, but owing to the
e Chinese have of their own officials, and the fear, however remote,

J

N

any wi romisi ivi

. y-tw'ty compromising themselves by giving evidence in such a matter

s 1t 3 i 1 ’
all Lut impossible to get these particulars substantiated. Hig
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Excellency the Governor has made Limself fully acquainted with the

- question, and will, no doubt, use his iufluence to endeavour to bring about

a reform. Our neighbours in Canton have approached the subject, but
from a different point of view, contending that the granting of such duties
is a positive benefit to the exporters of tea, and other articles of produce.
It may even be admitted that in some instances such benefits do accrue,
but it cannot be gainsaid that these are obtained contrary to the terms of
the treaties, and if a deviation from treaty obligations in one direction is
allowed to pass unnoticed, similar departures in othex directions would be
sure to follow.—(Appendix G. Page 31.)

5 War between China and Japan.

It was brought to the notice of the Government on the 7th August
that though war had been declared between these two countries it had not
been officially made known in the Colony, and that business was being
seriously interfered with owing to the uncertainty that prevailed as to what
treatment neutral vessels and neutral interests might be expected to receive
at the hands of the belligerents. In reply the Colonial Secretary stated
that a telegram had that morning (9th August) been received from the
Secretary of State, advising that the proclamation of neutrality and ~the
rules convected therewith had been despatched by mail to the Colony.
These were ultimately promulgated in a Gazette Eaxlraordinary published
8th September, and dealt chiefly with illegal enlistment, illegal ship-building,
and illegal expeditions. 'The Government very cour teously furnished the
Chamber with a considerable mass of correspondence—attached hereto—
giving information regarding the restrictions placed on mneutrals, the
measures adopted for the protection against attacks by sea, and other
matters. The correspondence shows that Her Britannic Majesty's Govern-
ment refused to treat rice as contraband of war; and that the Japancse
would not consider the commodity generally known as “tea- lead” in that
category pronded it was destined to a port whence tea is ordinarily
exported. —(Appendix H. Page 51.)

Official Telegram Code Vocabulary.

The attention of the Chamber was called to a circular issued last
year, without date, bearing the names of the Eastern Extension, Australasia,
and China Telegraph Co., Ld., and Great Northern Telegraph Co. intimating
that an arrangement had been made at the Paris Conference of 1890 for
the International Bureau at Berne to prepare an official code vocabulary,
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consisting of 200,000 words, the use of which was to become compulsory
for all code messages exchanged between stations in the European system,
after the expiration of three yeurs from the date of its publication,

The proposed enforced use of a code, which would necessitate the
abandonment of all those now in use, many of which have been compiled
at a great expenditure of both time and money, was strongly opposed bhoth
at howe and abroad, and it was hoped, as indicated in the annexed letter
from the General Post Office, London, as regards extra-European messages,
at least, it had been finally scttled that the use of the vocabulary would not
be made compulsory. A subsequent communication from Mr. W. Gricor
Tayrok, General Manager, Eastern Extension Australasia and China
Telearaph Company, to the Secretary of the Singapore Chamber, particulars
of which are only just to hand, makes it now doubtful. if these messages
will be allowed the privilege of cxemption from the proposed arbitrary
rule. He is reported to have said—*“No time has been fixed for the com-"
«pulsory introduction of this code for extra-European telegrams, The”
s«matter will be fully discussed at the next meeting of the International”
“Telegraph Convention to be held at Buda-Pesth in 1896. No reliable”
«information can e given hefore then. The code is not compulsory for"
“Ruropean telegrams until Ist January, 1898. It is suggested that,”
““meanwhile, any protest the Chambers of Commerce may like to make”
#on the subject should he forwarded to the International Telegraph”
“Bureau at Berne in order that they may be laid before the Convention.”
— (Appendix I. Page 60.)

New Treaty between Great Britain and Japan,

The announcement made in July last that a new treaty between Great
Britain and Japan, involving the surrender of extra-territorial privileges,
and other equally important changes, had been entered into without reference
{o those most interested, was naturally received with surprise.  Incarrying
out these negotiations the same indifference seems to have heen manifested
with regard to Colonial inferests, as in dealing with the sugar duties, the

ehange in which will have a very material effect on sugar-refining, the
largest industry in Hongkong, the local Government were, apparently, not

alvised of the impending changes in the Japanese tariff, and were not
¢ ﬁgmuicated with as to the probable effect these alterations would have
’ a}ﬁhe trade of the Culony. The Chamber’s correspondence on the subject,

.'?&'15._11.3 it has gone, has been forwaided to Her Majesty’s Scerctary of

for transmission to the Forcign Office.—(Appendix J. Page 70.}
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Insanitary Condition of Hongkong.

The past and present condition of Honglkong from a sanitary stand-
point is reviewed at comsiderable length in the aceompanying letter.—
(Appendix K. Page 79.)

Suggested Reconstruction of the Gap Rock Lighthouse.

The Government were good enough to place before the Committee
Messrs, Coonk Sons & Marruews’ report on the above lighthonse, asking
for an expression of opinion as to the advisability of adopting the recom-
mendations contained therein. As the report suggests such drastic measurves
as the removal and rebuilding of the lighthouse on another part of the
island, at an expenditure of £139,000, the Committee, with the limited
information in their possession were not prepared to suggest so serious an
undertaking as above referred to, as it appears to them that in the apparent
absence of any structural defect other remedies less costly might be tried.
The question is really of a very important character, and in the opinion of
tlie Committee the Government will do well to secure the expert assistance
of Officers attached to the Imperial Chinese Customs, whose long and varied
experience in the construction of lighthonses along the coast of China,
would render their opinions of the utmost value.—(Appendix L. Page 85.)

Postage Rates to Neighbouring Ports.

A wide discrepaney exists between the rates chargsad to neighbouring
ports, such as Manila, and more distant places, but ou pointing this out to
the Government the Chamber was informed that for such anomalons charges
there is no redress, Hongkong being subject to Postal Union rates. The
inconsistency is the more striking when it is remembered that letters ave
carried Jocally at a mere nominal charge, while the conveyance of mails
to Gireat Britain necessitates the paying of heavy sulisidies, as well as making
very cousiderable returns to the Italim and French Governments.—
(Appendix M. Page 97.)

Storm Warnings from Gap Rock.

Mr. Jorx I. PrumMER, Acting Director of Hongkong Observatory,
when reporting on the typhoon of 23rd Scplember, 1894, and referring to
the inadequate telegraph connection between the Gap Rock and Hongkong,
pointed out that communication was discontinued at 4 p.nr. and not resumed
again until 7 o’clock on the following morning—-an arvangement which he
very justly considered most scriously detracted from the usefulness of the
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station as a point for the despatch of storm warnings. To be effective the

, _ communication should Le made as far as possible continuous, and on this

. being brought to the notice of the Government ITis Excellency the Governor

was good enough to issue instructions for the continuous transmission of

- messages in regard to storms, whenever the authoritics at the Observatory
way consider it necessary.—(Appendix N. Page 99.)

r Transit Passes.
-'_ The attention of the Committee has again been dirccted to this
e ! important question, and a Sub-Committee was appointed to fully investigate
-l it. A considerable amount of correspondence has taken place, hut it does
. L not, at present, seem advisable in the interest of those engaged in the trade
I in Foreign Goods to make the letters public.

Election of the Chamber's Representative in the
Legislative Council.

At a Special General Meeting of the members of the Chamber the
Honourable A. McCoxacHIE was elected to take the place of the Honouralle
T. H. WaIreneap in the Legislative Council during his absence from the
+ Colony.—(Appendix 0. Page 100.)
. Committee.
Mr. H. H. Jostrm retired on his departure from the Colony, and
Mr. A. G. Woop is at present absent on leave. The ITonourable A.
McCovacnrg, the Chamber’s representative in the Legislative Couneil, was
asked to join the Committee.
The Committee deeply regret to have to record the loss of Mr. I,
IHorrivs, & much valued colleagne, who was for many vears associated with
the Chamber.  Mr. N. A. Siees has been invited to join the Committee.

Members.
Duwing the past year Messrs. Conkxy & Georg, and Mr. G. vox
WiLLE resigned, and the following names have been added to the list of

members :—Messrs. A, IL Rexyie, Tar HoNckoxe Laxp INVESTMENT AND
.&'GESC\’ Co., Lv., Braprey & Co., G. II. WHEELER, Attorney New York
Standard Oil Company, Surwax & Co., and Tug Mirsvr Bussax Kaisua.

Finance.
The Accounts for the year ending 31st December were audited by
Mr J. Tuorsers and Mr. J. Y. V. Verxox. The balance at the debit
of the Chamler was £1,876.96 with a Fixed Deposit of £3,250, and n spetziu.[
1 Dgpt}_si't, acconnt ¢ Pinnacle Rock ™ Fund, of £2,878.89, Loth amounts
in the hands of the Hongkong & Shanghai Banking Corporation.
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Cost of a Memorial on Silver Question, 100.00
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GEAMSy oveeranrerannsnase titane 100.08
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{ ]
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> pos ngkong & Shanghai Banking Corporati
e General Account, .:..........f;.‘..............c.’....(it!mm.w“,s 7,250,060

Examined and found correct.
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AR VERNON:} Auditors.
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2.573.84
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§ 2308
2.380.00

040,56

3,768.56
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236.25

287880 .
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Hongkong, 31st December, 1844,

~——=5 Ada

F. HENDERSON,

Secretury,
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_ Bubonic Plague and Quarantine Regulations.
I A.

Through the conrtesy of Iis IExcelleney the Govervor, the Chamber

il :

ol . g - 3 - -

‘ I was furnished with the following information regavding the enforcement, and
I suhsequent withdrawal of quarantine regulations at different ports, agninst

ll 'L' | Honghong :—

il ‘ Colonial Seeretavy, 19th May, 1894 —That a telegram had been

l” received from Singapore to the effeet that ITongkong had been
deelared infected, and that vessels arriving there would e
placed in quarantine.

Colonial Sceretary, Sth June, 1894 —That the Medieal Tnspection
Regulations of 1882 wonld be enforeed in Japan on vessels

arriving from Hongkong.
g

Colonial Sceretary, 14th June, 189 L—That vessels leaving Hong-

- kong for Anstralia ei@ Timor, ou their arrival at Deli; would
be subjeet to twelve days quarantine.  Applicable only in the
ense of Chinese—not foreieners—so long as no cazes of hubanie

plague had broken ont,

Colonial Sceretary, 16th June, 189 L—Government of Straits Set-

tlements had resolved to stop temporarily all importation of
Chinese coolies : that ships leaving the Treaty Ports after 18th

June ran risk of exelosion of coolie passengers.

Coloninl Sceretary, 23vd Juone, 1894 —That measures had heen
adopted at Cheloo for medieal inspeetion of all vessels arviving

from Hongkong or Canton. 1t infected, subject to quarantine,

Colonial Secretary, 27th Juue, 1894 —Telegram from Straits Gov-
crnment in reply to Hongkong Government’s enquiry as to
whether quarantine restrictions conld be modified.  * Delighted
*to hear epidemic abating, regret to say that we eannot ur.der
“our quarantine regulations relax existing arrangements, but

“they shall not be kept np longer than we ean help.”

Mriren: 11,




[1]
A.

Colouinl Secrerary, 25th July, 1894.—Copy of (overnment noti-
fication intimating that quarantine regulations would be im-
posted at ports in the Madras Presidency against all vessels
arriving from Hongkong.

Colonial Seeretary, 24th Angust, 1804, —Sinilar notification from
Bengal Government,

Colonial Seeretary, 29¢h Augusr, 1894 —Eight days’ quarautine at
Saigon.

Colonial Scevetary, 10th August, 189 L —The sanitary regulatious
in force at Amoy withdrawu.
Colonial Sceretary, 14th August, 1894 —Vessels which, without
entering Ilongkong harlour, have merely exchanged mails
outside that harbour may, if provided with a certificate from
Japanese Cousul at ITongkong, communicate with shore, and
land passengers and freight on arvival in Japan if on prelimin-
ary inspection all is found to be in order.

Colonial Secretary, 4th Scptembier, 1804 —Quarautine regulations
at Chefoo rescinded.

Colonial Secrctary, 10th Sepicmler, 1894, —Quarantine regulations
at Macao revoked,

Colonial Scerctary, 14th September, 1894.—Medieal inspection at
Japanese ports ceased yosterday.

(olonial Seerciary, 18th September, 189:L— Quarantinc upon vessels
from Hongkong at Saigon raisad 16th instant.

Colonial Seerctary, 18th September, 1894 --Quarantine against

vessels avriving at Dili from Hongkong and Canton abolished.
Colonial Seerctary, 220 Sepiember, 1894.--Singapore quarantine
removed and proclamation of 18th June eaneelled as vegards
1longkong.
(olonial Seeretary, Gth Oectober, 1894.—Manila.  Vessels leaving
Hongkong from the 2nd instant will be given free pratique.

Colonial Scerctary, 7th October, 1894, —DBangkok plague quaran-
tine removed,

Colonial Seeretary, 16th  October, 18%L—Caleutta quarantine

against plague copsed to have effect on 4th Septemlor.

HoNGRONG GENERAL CHAMBER OF COMMERCE,

=
IToNaroNa, Tst August, 1894,

K . ::m,—l am dirocted by thy Committee of this Chamber to suggest to
His Escellency the Governor, if, in Lis opin
s ! y Governor, if, in hLis opinion, and that of his special ad-
visers, the time has not now arvivel whan it would be quite prudent to term«
inate the declaration of infection under which the Colony rests

ILappily the daily returns for s ims indi
[ ;‘)1 5. ily returns for som> tims past indicate that the plague

g;:‘.‘g.u epidomic has ceasxl.  Isolatel eases avs surs to oceur for some time to
come, but in the opinion of my Committsz sueh cases (o not warrant the
Colony continuing to declare itsclt infeeied,
& De'c!m..umns of iufection appear to by neecssary only in eases where
(disease is cither endemic or epidemic.  Neither of thesa phases exist now, and
= A £ - - ; ] .
th all dne rezard (o pecessary eaution my Committes consider the embargo
1ld be removed with as litile delay as passible,
- Bqﬂa{rh]‘y oM e 3 ' 1

Legging you v be gool enough to bring the contents of this ernmuni-
u fo Ilis Lx.ccllcm:y's carly attention, —I lave, &e.,
1°, I]ENDERSON, Seeretary.

Honourable J. H. Spew e Logkmarr,

Acting Coloninl Seeretary.

COrLoNIAL SECRETARY'S OFriICE,
[oxckoxa, Tih August, 1894,

e -
- Sie,—In reply to your letterof the 1st instant, T am directel (o state

information of the Chamber of Commerce that His Excelleney is

1ous, in the iuterests of the trade of the port, to have the proclama-

3 ng Hongkong 1o be infected, withdrawn as s00u as possible, hut
sed that no such withdeawal ean {ake place at present.—I have, &e
? ]

R STV ART LOCKHART, Acting Colonial Secretary,

tary, CiravseEr or Cosen 3
é%, AS'('" &,
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No. 1,703, (COLONIAL SECRETARY'S UFFICE,
1ToNGRONG, drd Septcmbm‘, 1894.

pasit to you for the information of the Cham-

Stit,—I am directed to t
from the Consul af Canton

ber of Commeree the enclosed copy of a letter
respecting the 1)Inguc.-—-1 have, &e.,

A, M. THOMSON, per Adeting Colonixl Secretary.
The Seerctary, Cranses o8 COMUERCE,

&'l'.. tS'('.. Lq:. ',
—

11. M. CONSULATE,

{ Copy.)
Cantoy, 30th August, 1804,

J\‘ﬂ. 78.
S, —With referenee to

resent outbreak of the plague in these pasts,
asel to be epidemic here by the end of July when
During the

previous correspondence on the subjeet of the
I have the honour to inform

vou that the dizease had ce
ra1 no longer to trouble themselves about it

been sporadie easess but vesterday, in reply to
I was informed that in neither

the people appea
present month thore have
enquiries at the plazue hospitals in thix eity,
of them had there hzen a single vase of plague for several days, and that the
<pital that had beou arested to the west of the ity espeeially

large matshed ho
Further, the Superintcndent

for plague patients was in course of removal.
Hospital here wrote to me vesterday as

Physician of the America Mission
zue has come to my notice

follows : —* T am glad to say that uo ease of pla
« for sevoral wesks."—I lLave, &e.,
JZYRON BRENAN, Consul.
The Honourable Tre CoLoNIAL SECRETARY,
§e., &e.. §e.
II‘?NGI{()N(:.
CoLosiAL Secrerary's OFrICE,
IloxGEONG, 19th September, 1894,
the informafion of the

No. 1,563.

Sip,—I am dirceted to transmit to you for
Chamber of Commaree the enclosed copies of eorrespondence respecting the
cessation of the plague in this (‘olony.—I have, &e.,

J. H. STEWART LOCKHART, decting Colonial Secretary.
The Secretary, Cuaupir or CoMMERCE,

&e., ey &e.

A.

- (Copy) . B. M. CoNsvrark-GENERAT,

Snaxcirat, Gth September, 1894,

- Sir,—1 have the honour t) acknowledge with thaaks the receipt of

your telezram of the 3ud instant informing ms that the plague proclamation

had been withdrawn.

I take t Lt [ oxpressi i
[ 1 he opporluuity ol oxpressing my sincere congratulations to you

and to the Colony on the cessation of the plaguz anl the great sympathy

that we have : 1 O ST« T e iy
1t wiwve all felt for the distrass which its visitation has eausel to

Ilongkonz.—1 have, &e.,

N. J. HANNEN, Consul-General.

Excelleney Sir WirLiax I{numsb.\', K.CALG.
e, Se., ge.

GovernyeNt Hocse,

Hoxeroxa, 14th September, 1894,

t,—1 have the honowr to acknowledge the reeeipt of your letter of

Jinstant in which you congratulate me and the Colony of Hongkong
o =

the cessation of plagne, and express the sympathy which has been felt

whgu I say that we much appreciate this expression of your
and that we also value very highly the attitude which Shanghai
L=

od towards Hongkong throu isi i
7 ghout the erisis which has n i
way.—-I have, &e., g

WILLIAM ROBINSON,

Governor,

ty's Consul-General,

SHANGHAIL
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Evtract from Chamber’s letter to Colunial Seeretary, 10th December, 1894,

The onersus quarantine regulations imposed hy the Straits Government
against [Tongkong in conueetion with the bubonic plaguz followel by the
anusual action taken of refusing to accepl this Grovernment’s telegraphic iu-
timation that this Colony had n clean bill of henlth, (the Governor of the

Straits Settlements having intimated that he would await written advicos
bafore doing so) seewms to eall for some representation and protest,  Neighbour-
ing ports and non-British colonics were, singnlarly enough, more liheral than
the Straits Sottlemeuts in their attitwle, and the port of Shanghai stands

eonspicuous in its moderate, enlightened, but effective measures of quarantine.

The Committee, while fully sympathizing with the desire of any com-

munity to guard against the iuvasion of dangerous diseases, cannot hut think

the measures adopted are at times the outcome of, if not panic, at least too
hasty action and are often entirely opposed to the opinions of experts who
now almost uuaﬁﬂmuusiy cousider the quarantine regulations, formerly held
to be cfficacious, ars ealculated to promote pather than to prevent the spread
of diseases whether of an infeetious or a contugious nature, anl the Singapore

Authorities scem to have erred in that dircetion.

It is to be hopol that it may be long before the supposed necessity [or
the enforecment of stringent quarantine regulations again arises, but completo
exemption from dangerous diseases is not in the natural order of things, and
in view of the possibility of Singapore assuming a similar attitude on somo
future occasions it scems very desiable that the question should be fully
diseusseld between the respective (rovernments and in need be referred to the
Seerctary of State for the Colonies. 1f I1is Excellency shoull see fit to give
his valuable assistance in endeavouring to induee the Singapore Government
to modify its regulations, the Commitice feel confident o change for the better

would result to the mutual benefit of both colonies.

Axoy, 15th December, 1894,
Sir,~-1t has been stated at a meoting of the Hongkong Sanitary Board
that plague had broken ouf in Amov, and ayeport to that effeet sent to 111z

Excelleney the Governor.

9]
A

The probable resule of this report will be thar Awmoy will be quarautinel
Ly the Authorities of Hongkong and the Straits Settlements, such a step
being natural cnongh were there proof, or even well founded suspicions of
the exizstence of plague here.

We helieve the report to be unfounded, and would ask vour kind help,
in the interests of our common trade, in laving before your Government the

reasong on which we fonnd our belief that no plague exists heve.

No doubt a Board of the infelligence of the ITongkong Sanitary Boand
Tias acted on what it considers reliable information.  We have no knowledge
whenee thaf information was derived, hut apparently it does net emanato
from the medical officers of the port, nor from ILB.M.: Consul. Thesce
‘officials declare the port clean, and issue clean bills of health, the subject
comes nnder their official duty and, as far as we are aware, no other sonree of

f

intelligence exists worthy of the least eredence.
- To place you in possession of all the information we have on the subject,
it will sufiice to enclose copics of onr letter of I4dth instaut to Dr. Mac-
'@ﬁuﬂaf.n, the health officer of the port, and of his reply dated this day.

' We helieve I1LB.M.’s Consul makes a report on the snne subject to the
~ Govemor of Hongkong, and we rely ou your invariable conrtesy and zeal for
the gencral interests of frade to make such communicatious to yonr Govern-
ment as yon may consider justified by the information contaived in the

losurex referred to.—-1 have, &e.,

ROBERT H. BRUCE, Chairman,
cinay Chamdber of Commerce.

Honourabic J. .J, Keswrerk,

Chairman, Cnaveer or CoMMERCE,

g, §e., Je.,
IoNaRoNG.

Anoy, 14th Deeember, 1894,
&R Sir,—The Chamber of Commerce here proposes to address the

the Government nx may be ealled for in accordance with the proof wa

e o bring forward that plague does not exist,
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You are no doubt aware that Chinese report a high death rate in the
city just now, and that Roman Catholic missionaries, whose knowledge of
the people entitles their opinions to some weight, express their helief that
the prevalent sickness is bubonic plagne.  On the other hand, you graut
clean bills of health, and we understand that although you have tuken

exceptional pains to discover a eaze of plague, you have, so fav, not been
successtul,

We would, therefore, feel mueh obliged if you could hand us a letier,
which we ean forward to ITongkong and Singapore, stating your opinion s

to this ramour of plague, and your reasons for holding sueh opinion.—Your
&e.,
ROBERT H. BRUCE, Chairman,

Amoy Chamber of Commerce.

Dr. MacDoveaarr, M.D., &e., &e,,
Aoy,

Axtoy, 15th Pecember, 1894,

Dear Sii,—In reply to vour letter of yesterday I beg to state that 1
Dr. WincaTE and the Missionary

have not seen & case of plague in Amoy.
Dr. WinGaTe aud

Doctors inform me that they Lave not seen any cases.

myself have a large native hospital for the treatment of poor Chinese.

We also have some private practice amongst the natives in the city, so that
the existence of any serions cpidemic is hardly likely. to escape our uotiec.
Soon after bulonic plague was known to exist in Hongkong rumours of

its presence here commenced. 1 was very anxious to see a ease, if I conld,

so I offered my native hospital assistants and some nafive doctors a reward
of &5 to the first man who coull shew me a ease. This led to many

invitations to see patients in the city. These were all visited hut no plaguo

found. I may say that my offer is still open. A great deal of fyphoid fever

ling prevailed here for the last two or three months and the death rate

has Leen higher in eonsequence. I cannot, of course, swear thut no case of

plague has eccurred in Amoy, hut I can and do say that with all my

[ 41 ]
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gpportunitics for ohscevation, and after diligent scarch for the same, |1

have failed fo find any. Kuowing the extreme filthiness of the native city
~of Amoy, and the entire absciice of any sanitary regulations it scems to me
very improbable that sueh an epidemic can have exizted all these months
without, by this time, having azcumed sneh alarming proportions as to vender
1rs existence beyvond donlt or question.—I am, &e,,
1. MuwDOUGALL, M.B.

12, I Bruor, Tisg,
Chadrman, Aoy Unansiee or CoMMERCE,

Hoxaroxa GeEvErAL Cnavper or CoMMERCE,
Hoxaroxe, 220d December, 1894,

- Sig,—1 beg (o acknowledge the reeeipt of vour exteemad favour of 15th
ﬁﬁy;mber eiving cover to copics of a letier addressed to Dr. MacDovaarn
nd his veply, from which the Committee of this Chamber is glad to learn
jat the reported outhreak of Tnibonie plague at yvonr pert was. apparently,
nite unfounded.

' [ heve bad mueh pleasuwre in placing the correspondence before the
ment ad recommending it to the careful consideration of His Ix-

oy the Governor.

Cquite unnecessarily sovere guarantine regulations imposed ngninst

kong ainl ncighbouring Chinese ports by the Straits Government. havo

heen the subject of correspondence between this Chamber and the

Govermmnent, and s it may interest you to be informed of the views

¢ this Chamber in roenrd 1o the setion of the Straits Governmenr 1
sk vonr kind attention (o the encloseld copies of letters in which ihe

s dizcnssed.—-1 have, &e,
I'. HENDERSON, Necretary.

» ]‘ 5
L ASsit)a,

Clictiviman, Cusveir or Conriiee,

~lmay.
Avoy Gexepan Coayeer or CoMMERCE,
Aoy, 28th December, 1894,

bee to acknowledge the reecipt of vour favour of 22nd instant

sures from which I note with much pleasine the steps yoir have




A.
taken in bringing to the notice of the Colonial Government the falsity of the
rumours that plagne exists in Amoy.
Thanking you for your kind services, =T am, &e.,

BOBERT 1. BRUCIS, Chuirman.

. Hexperson, Iisq,
Secretary, Hoxagoxa Gpxeran Coauper oF COMMERCE,
IToNcKONG,

Hoxaxoxe Grxerar Cravper or CoOMMERUE,
IToserozg, 24th December, 1894,

Sir,—1 have the honour ta hand you herein eopy of a letter received
from the Chairman of the Amoy Chamber of Commeree and eopies of a
letter addressed to Dr. MacDouvcarr, health officer of the port, and his
reply, and would ask you to he good cnough o bring these fo the notiee of
1lis Excelleney the Gavernor.

The question dealt with in the above eorrespondence iz an, apparenily,
unfounded report which reached the Sanitary Board here to the effect that
an outhreak of bubonie plague hul accurrad at Amoy, aud though this report
has already been contradicted it may he satisfactory to the Government to
have the information confirmed Ly D MacDovaann whose position cnables
him to speak anthoritatively on the subject.

From the remarks contained in the Chaimman's letter the Amoy Cham-
ber evidently viewed with considerable apprehension the aetion the Straits
- Government wonkl probably Lave taken had there been any reasons for sup-
posing that the plague Lad made its appearanee at Amoy, and as thess re-
murks in some measure support the contention put forwarl by this Chamber
when lately commenting on what appemred to be the quite unneeessarily
onerous nature of the quarantine regulaiions imposed against Hougkong by
the above Government, the ('ynmittea venture to hope the accompanying
correspondence will receive Iis Excelleney’s usual carcful considerarion.—

I have, &c.,
1", TTENDERSON, Seeretary.

The Honouralile J. II. €TEwant Lockiarr,
Aeting Coloninl Secretary.

A,

HoxGrose GexeraL CosyMper or CoMMERCE,
lToxgxoxa, 26th December, 1894,

Sin,—The question of the extrems narantine regalations impose.l by the

Straits Government against Hovgkong in connection with the lafe bubonie

plague is a matter so mutually wnd naterially affeeting the trade of hoth

- Colonics that the cuclosed copies o_t eovrespoidlencs, to which I have much

pleasure iu asking your kind attentien, may perbags prove of some intercst
> ¥ :

—1 remain, &,

. HENDERSON, Sceretary.

A_;,::x J. Guxy, B,

Secretary, Crizusin or Covvencs, SINGArons,

i

Ciauser oF CoMMERCE,

SINGAPORE, 3ud Junuary, 1895,

Des S, —TI have the honour to ackiowledge raeeipt of vour letter of

SAry 10 impose against aivaly from your port during the recent pre-

nee of the bubonic pluzue, and the coriespondence accompanying has
ead with wuch interest,

bitructel to state that this Chamber, whilst deeply regretting the

w = i ¥ 4~ - 1
wble interference with the fwportant trade hetween the two ports,

ned it neeessary to support the Government in the course adopted. Tt
impossible to shut owr eves to (he ensrmous loss which would have heen

ALEX. J. GUNN, Scerctury.

U HoNaRoNG Geveran Coavprg oF Coumzrer,

IToNGroxg,
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CoLoNisl SECRETARY's Ovrrice,

No. Lie.
Hoxoroxa, 23rd January, 1895,

Sir,——With reference to your lotter of the 10th ultimo, 1 am directel

by the Governor (o transmit for the information of the Chamber of Com-

merce the enclased copy of a letter from the Aecting Colonial Seeretary of

the Steaiis Settlements and (o enguire whether {he Chamber has any further
representations on the subject which ITis Excelleney proposes to refer to the

NSeeretary of State.——1 have. &eo,

J. 1L STEWART LOCKITART, Aeting Colonial Secrelury.

The Secretary, Cranpii or CoMMERCE,

L).‘f'.. o Y ATy S'f‘.

Colonies 112220, COLONIAL SECRETARY'S OFFICE,

Sixgarone, Sth January, 1895,
St~ am direeted by the Governor of the Straits Settlements to ac-

kuowledwe the veecipt of your letter No. 2,437 of the 17th ultimo forward-
ing for 1is Excelleney’s consideration an extract from a letier from the

Hongkong Chamber of Commeree on the subjeet of the quarantine regula-

tions of this Colony.

2. The eomplaint ol the Hongkong Clinnber of Commerce is that quar-

antine restrietions were not immelintely romoval on the reecips of information
the ongkong Govermment was i=suing ¢

may be elearly sct out, 1 append @ summary

by telegeam that lean hills of health.

5. In order that the matter
of the correspondence which passed between the two Ciovernments.

On the 3rd September, @ telegram wis reecived [rom you stating that
the plague proclamation had heen withdrwn,

On the 4th Seprember a reply was =sa stating that this Govermment
proposed to wait for further information in Writing
quarantine restrictions wud asking for full detailz.  In reply to a further tele-
gram from you, the dotails raquive | were set out in a telegram dated the 6Gth

ackod whether the Hongkong Government wis

Lefore cancelling the

September and you were

issuing clean bills of health.

Your reply, giving the information asked for and stating that clean bills

of health were heing issued, was reecived ou the 7th September,

I

- oy :
vomy letter of the b September, an explanatio: i
1 ery anexplanation was given of the

A reasoi for not at onee reinoving the l|'.l:u'.'i.uli!|(.' precautions, viz  boe wse it
- . : Prees HEN foy SEe 1
© was not ascertained that the diseas ist i
seage had cease Xis
ased to exist in Hougkong.

O" t]ll' l\“ll -'\‘1‘ len her, v i o
: x e H H + tinat the
[ l ] ‘[I ] Cr, . ot “'f(” n"-“l g h.l ll(, hl.t— fl'(‘h‘h cease oceur-
1 On the 12 1, :1“!] (811 ”N_‘ 2 l"' [il' ; =
1 x al no flll'l]l N case it LCHIC
; 7 ' b s GG ]lxhl oeenr: ‘.l.
! 1€ i[l[ﬂl ANTINEG 1estrictions werg l]l(!“ remoave l
"l [Ii‘* l':‘(f(.‘”(‘,'l{' Ty 3 i = Cl'iL .( e 1 3 t
- > B ey Ia{ L i i b6 J Qi f i
. . [ - R i { H” HHLSL l 1 1011 O t] €@ 1] ]', 3 "U"u].‘l(.. [¢]
Coueur m e view ("I”'G-.""i\'.'d ll\' ”l l I\ iy ( (4] [h) iy
L . . s (¥ [Ul]‘ e ‘Jl‘llllil{}l‘ i L6
H f .
i ” 3 l . 1 5 ) £ ,-‘ : = & {,, mmerce, Elltd
{!‘}pu'-._l.ll 1 that the ]” ceitions “il\'(.,'ll ll Vi tl”ﬁ' (_‘I‘ avermment were not HILC) } (&}
= i 'y cr th

s i g = 3 (g 5 1
?Dm_;ml(.n(.nm tunees of the Colony, otherwise than ueeessary and reasonabl
SEALY 3 oy e,

aul I am to: S b b
anl 1 a idd that, in earrving out (he svstem of guarantine, the Government

was, az Iis Exes res b oo, e T :
was, a3 His Exeefleney believes, in full aceord with the mereantily com

muaily of Singapore and Penane.—I have, &e
; « 1 ) .3
AL P TALBOT, Acting Colowial Seeretary,

Straits Settlements.

L3 &8 S g o
s Tie Acrixe CoLoNivL SECRETARY
TTh
y HoxaroN,

HoxaroNe Gesersn Coavier op CoMMERCE
M) By
Hoxekoxa, Tth Mar 395
Loxurosa, Tth March, 1895,

,—-L have the e C1o acknow i
w hanour 1o acknowledge reeeipt of your exteemod favour

Sanuary ing copy of i
Eid iy handing eopy of a letter, for which the Committee are much

(2o l . 1 . . . . 5
Oy } 1 (. (ll(\lll:ll D K+ % ;. I
i the Al‘i .,’ YCCT' I'”." ".“lg?lp{):e, 1 ex lliulﬂtlou Of

action Lie tli" HHOre !‘U\ erimet I Clidea ne PRt
Lon I)i hie M2 " ( PHCn 1l 11 l ay [[" 1 ) !I (33 Y 4]
. 0 N .
oty = nt tlle

ction of hubonic plague into the Straits Settlements

When addressing you on 10th December, the Committee had the hon
i : Liouonr

ling His Ixee pv’ i
alling His Execlleney’s atiention to the onerous uature of the quarantine

a1

1= ] sC o the Straits i i
5 imposcd by the Straits in connection with the above epidemic
3

ing chat i 2 opini ; i
g to what in the opinion of experts is now considered the in

R rcshielions whic by g

of resivictions w hich were formerly accepteld as wise precauti
g o i : ] a5 wis ons
: tthe spread of infections or contagions dizeasos

Exeelleney conrteously :
ey eonrteously enve the Committee thoe opportunity of

any turther ropre<ciiati : 1
1y further represcutations on the sibjeet of quarantine reeulations
ol ¥

ne | NCeretan P S
g it to IL M. Scerctary of State, bul as it appears from the

b CONTeE siee unlikely )
correspondence unlikely that the Steaits Government will coucur
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L

in the opinions of the Committee of this Chamber, it only remains to express

a hope that I1is Execllency will be pleased to very strougly mge on TSN
Government that quarantine rezulitions being neeessary sueh rvegulations
shoull be framed with due regard to the interests involved, and the serions

loss cause L by even the femporary stoppage of such a trade as exizts hetween
the Steaits and neighbonring ports.

Tt ix also desivable that an uniform practice, if possible, should be in
force between adjacent eolonies such as this and Singapore, in all matters
of common interest.  In the reeent quaraniine against Hongkong, an apparent
doubt was thrown upon the Hongkonz (Governmont’s stafement, by the Sin-
gapore authoritics, that the Colony was free from epidenic, and suggesis a

divergenee that should not rale hetween these Colonial Governments.—1

Lave, &e.,
5. HHENDERSON, Secrctary.
The Honourable J. 11, Srewarr Locknant,
Acting Colonial Secretary,
HoNGRONG.

No, 501. COLONIAL SECRETARY'S OFFICE,
loxGroxe, 14th Mareh, 1895,
Sii,— With refercuce to vour letter of the Tth instant, [ am dirceted to
ctate for the information of the Chamber of Commeres that a copy of the
correspondence noted in the margin relative 1o the native of the quarantine
vezulations recently enforeed against this Colony by the Government of the
Straits Settiements has boen transmitted to the Sccrctary of State for his
consideration.—I have, &c.,
J. 1. STEWART LOCKITART, Acting Colonial Sccretury.
The Secretary, Cinanper oF COMMERCE,
Al &e., Se.

Letters referred to above.

Chamber's letter of 10th December, 1804, and 7eh Mareh, 1895, to Co=

lonial Secretuary.

Acting Colonial Sceretary, Shigapore, Lo Acting Colonial Sceretiny,

Iongkong, el Janunry, 18945

Restrictions on the Importation of Machinery into China,
Trexrsin, April 25th, 1894,

Sin,—I have the honour to acknowledge the reecipt of vour letter of
the 12th instant, enclosing copy of a notification izsued by the Commissioner
 of Customs at Shanghai rezpeeting the importation of miachinery at the

~ Treaty Ports, and requesting information as to the steps that have heen taken

Jin eonsequence of this action of the Chinese Authorities.
1]

T veply I hez to state that the Doyven of the Corps Diplomatique at

Peking has protested against the notification in question, and informed the

hinese Government that the Foreign Representatives deeline {o reeognize

I ‘;rg;\_jalxdn_\' as heing opposed to the privileges and accorded by the Treaties,

“and that the question still forms the suljeet of correspondence hetween the

Corps Diplomatigue and the Teung-li Yanén,

I have to add that & communication to this eifeet has heen addressed to

ler Majestv’s Cousuls at Treaty Ports.—I have, &e.,

> N. R. O’CONOR.

potirable J. J. Keswiek,

v > i "
Chairman, Hoxarosa GENERAL CHaypenr of CoMMERCE.

-

Eatract from @ Daily Press,” 30th July, 1894,

In the Hewse of Commons on the 26th June, Sir (3. Bapex PoweLn

Cthe Under Seerelary of State for Foreigu Affairs whether he was

s that within the last few months the authorities of the Chinese Customs

nahai had for the first time heen prehibiting the importation of any

il machinery by foreign merchants which was worked by steam or

i the opinion of the said anthoritics, endangered the lives or means

il of the Chinese, and imposing a differential ad valorem duty of

on other industrinl machinery if introdueed by forcign as distin-

o A )

m Chinese merchants 3 and whether such action was in accordanee

iy vights in China ; if not what action, if any, had heen or wonld
Jor | e et 1 £ AL A ey v

* Her Majosty’s representative in China to nphold onr treaty rights

said=—=“Tlor Majesty's Geovernament eonsider that the action
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of the Chiness avthorities in thizmatter is inconsistent with the freaty rights
of foreign Powers in China.  The question has formed the subjeet of dix-
cussion between the Tsune-li Yamdn and the diplomatie body at Peking,
who have informed the Chinese Goveriment that they caunot recoguise the
notification of the Shanghai Customs anthorities as in any way Linding on

foreign subjectz.”

.
Indian Import Duty on Silver.

4. Lounaep Stueer, Loxpox, E.C,,

21d Mareh, 1594,
Dear Stg,—1 thask you for your favour of the 24th Jannary and the

subject on whieh it treats T had, as requested, mueh pleasure in giving imme-

diate attention to on receipt of the message,

1 Lave new to own receipt of a telegram on 25th ultimo tansmitted by

Messes. Jarmsg, Matnesox & Co. requesting me o communicate to the

importani Chambers of Commeree, the Bimetallie League and the Press the

views of vour Chamber on (Le intention of the Indian Government 1o linpose

a duty on silver,  ‘The message reqrired words to be repeated, and it was
only to-day that I could act ax desived,

I cnciose copy of the commuuication I am making and I trust the ven-
dering of the meaning ol vour message is in nceordance with what was
interdad. It was necessary, of ecurse, to paraphrase somewhat the disjointed
sentenees transmitted through code worls.

1 skall use every endenvour to give full cfleet to the wishes ol your

Chamler, and a mesting of the Eastern Scetion of the London Chamber of
Commeree is called for iMonday, the Sth instaut, to consider how hest to
praceed.——T am, &e.,

W, KESWICK.

1. Hexpersos, Eaq.,
Seerctary. Crssiver oF CoaERc:, TToNGEONG.

C.

The following telegram has been received from Honzkong with a r(-qllesf
that it should be communicated to the Press :—

* Chamber of Commeree request you to eommunicate with the importnt
Chambers of Commeree of the United Kingdom and with the Bimetallie
League, with a view to profesting against the intention of the Indian Govern-

ment to levy a duty upon silver. A further decline in silver will attend the

imposition of & duty and wonld entail a great sacrifiee of British interests :

¢ closing of the Mints has already been rvuinous and further disastrons
resultz are inevitable in the event of Ingland continuing unfavourable (o
_ﬂ;l;!fel_". If there be delay in re-opening the Mintx to silver-coinage on the

same conditions a= before, the position of e hetween India and Chinn will

me eritienl.

- British wmanufactares arve threatene l dangeronsly and permanently owing

he stimulus given by eh-ap silver to the production of cotton goods in

ina and Japan.

A memorial to the Tlouse of Commons is in course of preparation.”

~ The importance of the subject dealt with in this telegrmn will he scen
it i2 remembered thavthe rotal tade, exports and imports, of China,
, the Staits, and Maniln amounts to £130,000,0€0 annually,  (See
ence before Lord HErscneny's Committee, page 37.)  The total trade of

D.
Coinage of a British Dollar. L

Iloxcroxe Geseral Coaxpsenr or CoMmerer,
Hoxaroxg, 12th Mav, 1894
Sue,—1 heg to wekuowlodge reecipt of vour esteemed favour of

imo, which T had the pleasure of laying before the Committee at its

e cainage of a Rritish dollar,—TI am, &e.,
I, NENDERSON, Secretary.

Al 0 .
, Coavpir oF CoMMERCE, SING ATORE.
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HoxGroxe Geserarn Cuayuer oF COMMERCE,
Hoxaroxe, 11th June, 1894,

Drai Sir,—1 have the pleasure to own receipt of your esteemed favonr
of 2ud Muveh aud heg to apologize for this tardy acknowlelgment somewhat
due to an nnusually long interval hetween the Committee mestings,

T am directed to offer vou the thanks of fie Committee for vour kind-
ness in asgsistivg the Chamber in its endeayours to oppose tha imposition of
an Indian import duty on silver and for the trouble you have taken in con-

neetion therawith, Thougl these have not for the prosent baen suecessful

they may perhaps not b without some effeet in influencing the Indiag

anthorities in rezard to futnre financial legislation,
Tn eonneetion with the suzgested coinaga of a Dritish dollar for use in
Hongkong and tha Straits, whieh you have'bzen gool enonzh ) assist the

Chamber in azitating for, vou may have noticed some diversity of opinion exists

in Singapore as to the desivability of sush coinaze.  The Governor is veport-

el to have deelined to wire a recommendation in its favour to the Secretary

of State, but in justice to Iis Bxeclleney it should be ade ! that he is also

reporfed to have forwarded to the hame authoritics all other recommenda-

tions brought to his notice.  The Singapore Chamber has shown its approval,
but the Straits Association is evidently wndecided, ax Mr. GUNDRY writes on
10th April--«The Stiaits Axsoviation in this ecuntry have deferred action
¢ i1l they had ascertuined the feeling in the Straits Settlements.  There is
“peason to believe, however, that they will, now, shortly he i a pesition to
“support the request of the Tlongkong communiiy,”

" This rather unexjected want of nuanimity on the part of the Singapore

commuunity, which was suppesed to be in much the same position as Iong-
kong in regard to cuirency vequirements and in wishing not fo be in any
measure dependent on a forcign state for its coinage, somewhat changes the
aspeet of affairs in so far hat, however much Hongkong is in want of an
increase to her euvrency, the advocates of a British dollar are not prepared
to suggest its adoption tnless it ix at the snme time made a legal tender in
the Straits Settlement, as this Chamber has all #long insizted npon.

It has been =hown that a dollar specially minted for Hongkong ix not

acceptable in the North of China, and you will probably agree with the Com-

mittee in thinking that the adoption of a coin with no ontlet bevond Tong-

kong would he attended with considerable visk,

a

L21]
D.

Under these eircumstaness it seems desivalile that the Chambar should
~ Joarn the decision of the Straits Scttlements hak i i i
s Straits Scttlements bzfore moving fuvthar in tho
matter—-TI am, &e.,
I HIENDERSON, Secrctary.

aan Keswies, 183,

. } 1

T.oNpox,

1 " 43 N
CoroNian Szererany's Qreice,

Hoxcroxss, 15th October, 1894,

.:"‘- o '.‘l'l . 4 o .
S, —With veference fo provioas corvaon leazs Lam diveelel] to state

e information of the Chambzr of Commercs that a telozeam has been

I from the Seerctary of State for the Cslonizs o the effeet that the

nage of a Britizh dollar for the Straits Sertlem mits and Honokone has
& Lok

! s;mctiou'cd.—l have, &e..
AT, THOMSON, per Acting Colanial Sccretary.
Secrctiary, Ciianper or Coavsnee,

CoroNian Seererapy’s Qrrice,

4 | Hoxaroxa, 6th December, 1894,
Sii,—With reference ro my letter No. 2,026 i3
t, th referencs to my letter No. 2,026 of the 15th October last, T

ed lo state for the information of the Chamber of Commarce that a

Tias been roceived from the Scerctary of State to the effect that the

to eoin o British dollav at the Indinn miuts has heen sanctioned and

new coin will be issned for civeulation in the Straits Settlements

zkong,

R b g 1 a .
has been decided, on the recommendlation of the Honzkone and
S (=]

a, that the dollar shall be of the same weight and fincness as the

yen, and ihe Mongkong Miut dollar (of the sccond issue), viz., of
L “E 1 "y

weizht and 930 miliesimal fineness insiead of beine of the same

id finctess as the Mexican dollar,

e Order ia Conneil making the new dollar legal toader in Hongkongs

Ty Abes f . . . 2
.ﬁm&ﬁllfi and will be issued in due course.——T have, &e., g
1. H.-. STEWART LOCKUART, Acting Colonial Sceretary.
Coaveer or Conmener,

15'1"., ‘S’ o
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g Ty T Lot e 1 The possibility havine occurred of onr havine ) hallast o By steamer
COLONIAL SECRETARY S UFFICE, 1 ] l . &

0. 101. ; 5 i Smiclay, we applied to the Harbour Master now whether i
No. I Hoseroxa, 14th Januaiy, 1893, on st Suclay, we applied t Harlione Master to know whether in the
0 I lireeted (o trans- event of ballast being loaded, it would be neczssary under the Sunduy Cargo-
4 A e R OTEUR nee 1oam dir d .
: i elerence (o previous eorrespoude edl
St — With reference (o

‘ Working Ordinanee for us o obtain a permit, and, if sach permit were
o . .los by of Working ] ,
it for the information of the Chamber of Commerce the enclosed copy 1
it t

. requisite, whether a fee would be charoeahle.
B e $obtlomonts requisite, o
tolezrams which passel between the Governor of the Straits Settlem
¥ G :

1 the Scerctary of State on the sabjeet of the coinage of the British
and the Seerctary St | ]

We have the Harbour Master's renly as follows -+ [ bez to inform you
‘ that I have no spocial instenctions on the sabjeet of ballast, but that as it is

dollar.—I have, &u, i . . v P o
; s 3 not ineluded in the clause exempting certain things from the provisions of

CTEWART LOCKIIART, Aeting Coloninl Secretary. S , B :
J. 1L STEWART LOU : ; - Qudinanee, Leonelule that the Ovdinanee applics to it, in which case a
The Neeretary, L'li.\\l pER oF ConmveiRee, permit will be necessary for which a fee atiches according fto the tonnage
K., Sy ofieie of the =hip.”

We have not found it nes

sury fo test the question further, as the
TELEGRAMS. e referved (o arived in port in iz to be ballasted on a Saturday, but

question is one which will most likely arise again, and, as it is of some

(Sir C. Mitchell to the Marguess of Ripon.)

rest to those connceteil with shipping matters, we think it wonld be desir-
Sth December, 1894,

to have it definitely eleared up if the Sunday Cargo-Working Ordinance

) e de<hatel Now 331, will dollaes by issnel in exehnnge : out the Harbonr Muster's interpretation as given to ws.  Tho wording
Referring to your despateh ~ HElils - Oredinaee i3 very elear-=*No earzo shall be reccived on board,

for bullion only through Uy ks led, worked, or discharged from any vessel, within the waters of this
louy, on Sanday unless o “permit” from the Harbour Master has been
The Marguess of Ripow to Sir €. Mitchell. ) s htu.inm.l," and the permit itself ..amtw: “'pcrmf'r:siuu ix hereby granted to
(The . L ! cry the agenrs and (he consignce to receive on hoard, load, work

Scut 3.15 rat, Sth Decgember, 1394, lischitge curso,

ViR in exchange for bullion
Dollars will Le issued on payment one per cent. m exchangze fo

Tn connection with this matter we would reeall to you the decision of

to auy one. - Magistrate, Mr. Wirsk, at the Magistiaey on 30th Octolier, 1891, in the

i the waster of the <. IFhampoa, who had loaded bunker coals on the

held that bunker coal was not cargo, wnd dismissed the ease, and
< that this must equally apply to hallast,

x:.

Sunday Cargo-Working 0;‘dinance.

1oxGroNG, 16th July, 1591, e the subjeet.—We are, e,

=hould be glad it the Chamber will make a reprosentation to the

Sin,—We bew to bring the following matter lo the notice of the Cham- ST R
i & - i 1

b d’t K its intervontion with a view to getting the question settled

wry and to ask s

for the future.

tieman of the Hoxckoxe GrsEraL Cranser or CoMMERCE,




[25]
E.

For on the Ordinance Ne. 6 of 1891 coming into operation the various mail

farl
E.

kY 1 3 AL
Hoxerose GENERAL CAMBER OF COMMERCE,

IToxGroONG, 17th Jlll}‘} 1891, sleamers of that line did not, ax a l-"lp’ take out p(.‘l'lllit-‘i to allow of their

. v P - . O ‘e ,;!'-.m‘,‘ﬂ‘ =15 G ', i 7. ; o Lasp .
(ENTLEMEN,—I beg to own receipt of your esteemed favour of yester ~ working eargo when arviving in this port on Sundays, but lay over idle till

nes to the hallasting of steamars on Suudays. which
of the Chamber

- Monday. As the mails were always delivered well within the contrnet time

day’s date having refe

. - : NG S en conld bz finally delivered at the terminug, Shanghai, also wirhin the pre-
I shall have much pleasmre in baying before the Committee I conl 2 : ghaly ] 1L

[ 1 Pl o T G seribad time there was plainly no reason for the Peniusular and Oriental 8.
f lor it carly considaration.—- . i, : . A . . )
i i ey, ; : - N. Co, to incur the expenze of the fees for working cargo upon Sndays,
‘ I, IIENDERSON, Seeretitry.
The Cemmitiee of the Chamber desire me to point out that the Penin-
1

| e s ‘ Fgens Q (.”I 4 p /\ 4 v s . .
l Messrs, s, LivINGSTON o ey , and Oviental S, N, C'og and the forcign lines of wmail steamers, the
| 1oONGRONG.

essagerivs Mavitimes aud the Norddentscher Lloyds Steam-ship Company,
liieh benefit by the exemption of the Ovder iz Couneil, thongh subsidized
NaR lakBotr DEPARTMENT, -m.-:]wr-ti\'.{.- Governments I'ol(-m'r‘y the mails compete keenly .f”r CTIRE
E Hoxekosa, 14th August, 1894, ssengers with the non-subsidised, or eargo steamers, of which theie
ly to the en puiry in your lotter jusé received I hog me seven regular lines using this port en route to awld from Great
to inform vou that the Austrian Lloyd S. N. Co. and Navigazione Generale
: payment of fees for Sunday Cargo-

=AR Si,—In rep P A :
SR 4 L vaud Enrope. These non-subsidised steamers are further disadvantaged
. s pgainst the muil lines, by heing obliged to incur the fees imposed nnder

[taliana steamers are xaf exempt from tho SN ! ! . :
: ¥ ) 13 enactments which prevent their working on Sundayvs, or they arve
Working permits.—Yours &c., h ; e e st s ikl
® I to prolong their voyage by Iving idle in port while their competi-

: IMSEY, Harbour Masier, §e. . ;
RLE cu Sundays, thos enusing a natural preferece to he shewn by

I, Ilesprrsox, lisq, s and passengers for the speedier serviees.

Al il &R A
IToxGRONG (FENERAL CraMBER OF COMMERCE,

Secretary, e aceelerated despateh gratuitously given to foreign owned vessels

== of permitted to Britizh ungubgidised tonnage, the Committee ven-

i SRCE think = Jeme \ q ; T i et )
Hoxurove Gexpral Cnasper or CoMMERCE, .* nk, iz an clement that has vot reccived due considerntion from

HoscroNe, 20th Augist, 1894, : cmnpoll.od flw mll‘elullnulﬁ of i.lw Colony’s laws and requires men-
ouly to cause its immedizte rectification.

Sin—1 am instraeted by the Committee of this Chamber to direct the
s 3

. ot o . . L ) . ' 24
attention of the Government to an Ovder in the Executive Council of 3ud Committee of the Chamber desire to suggest that the incidenee of

October, 1893, by which the Suedayiatos QElReS (o, Giot ST rdinance No. 6 upon Sunday lnbour shall be nniform withoat preference to

1891,) has been am

vided Hongkone is not their terminal port,
urriagilhe foss hnpnsetl e i 3 | taking such steps, as may he necessary, to canse the applieation of

ended to the extent that it permits all mail steamers, pro- ny vessels that come under itz provisions, and they put forward the request

to discharge and fake in eargo Excellency the Governor will give the matter hiz favonralle con-

here without ine . :
e sl R e e i ‘¢ to be thoronghly impartial in itz operation. —1 have, &e.,

The Chamber believe
wiven by the Colouial Office, who were movel by the Postmaster General to
13 »

Rover x % ange,
direct the TTongkong Government to make the-change

as if the liome postal authorities wished to expedite |
N, Eo. -~ deting Coloninl Secrotary, Hoxcrox,

I HENDERSON, Seeretary.

wable J. . Stewarr Lockuanr,
It would appear
awes of e mail steamers of the Peninsular and Qriental 5.

the pass

v

- PR SR
o
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COLONIAL SECRETARY's OFFICE,
[ToxGRONG, 22ud August, 1894

oo 1002,

sie,—1 am diveeted o state for the information of the Chamber of Com-
meree that a copy of your letter of the 20th instant on the snbjeet of the
Orvder in Couneil of the 31st Qctoher, 1893, will he transmitted to the Seeret-
ary of State for the Colonies.—I have, &,

Aeting Colonial Scevetary.

J. 1L STEWART LOCKIART,

The Seeretary, Ciramnur or COMMERCE,
Jre., e, Sty

CoLONIAL Secrerany’s OFrice,
Hoxcroxg, 20th November, 1894,

No. 2,261.

Sir,— With reference to your letier of the 27th Augnst lagt, Fam divect-

ed to state for the information of the Chamber of Commeree, that a despatch

has been reecivel from the Sceretary of State in which Ilis Lordship dexires

the Chamber to be informed that Lie secs no suflicient reason for allowing

any further exemptions from the provisions of The Sunday Cargo-1orking

Ordinance, 1891,

iz Lordzhip also requests that it should ba pointed out to the Chamber
of Commeree that the exemption allowed to cortain mail steamers only applies
in eases where they are runuing under fime contracts entered into hefore the
eyming info aperation of that Ordinanee and only for so long as those con-
tracts are in foree.—1 have, &,

J. 1L STEWART LCCKILART, Adeting Colouial Scevetary.

The Scerctary, Cnaniper o8 COMMERCE,

Je., &, ._S'«‘.

HMoxckose Gexeran Cnayser or Conperes,
IToxcroxe, oth January, 18495,

Sti,—I am direeted by my Commitiee to acknowledae veceipt of your

lotter of 20th November last, No. 2,261, and T am to point out that the Cham-

ber in its letter fo you of the 2oth August, not 27th Angust as quoted by

you, did not ask that further exemptions from the provisions of the Sunday

Labour Owdinance honld he granted, as vou indieare was the veply of the

[27]
E.

N Secrelary of State Lo that letter, but that the provisions of that Ordinsnee

should he enforced without favour against all vessels. It is clear from this

that the Secrctary of State eannot have understood the request of my Com-

mittee. I am therefore instrueted to again call vour attehtion to the Com-

mittee’s letter, of the 20th August,and to beg that His Excellency the Governor

will he pleased to again lay the matter before the Seeretary of State for the

And with reference to the reason advaneel by him for the exemp-~

Colonies.
tion of the nuil steamers from the Ordinanee above referred to, Tam to

< mpirmn-e the faet that the British mail stemmners are quite able to, and ds,

m their passages within the gpecified contract time, without the aid of

exemption gratuitonsly granted, which concession, as my Committce

Jerstand, was given them without solicitation. With reference to the

sion of thix relief to foreign owned subsidixed stcamer, 1 am to point

hat, in my Committee’s opinion, the relief <o granted, on the groumds

b forcign mail steamers were under time contracts when the Sunday

nfiom' Onrdinance was passed, present no sufficient reason, for their exemp-

In regulatinz more important imperial considerations, which mny

foreign conuntries, for instance the imposition of Customs duties, it is

il to ke into consideration kow the impost will affect the position

uhjects of these comntries.  If, therefore, in such major matters no

rence is permittel, my Comeittee nrge that none should he shewn in

reaulations, such as this loeal Ordinanee provides, particulwrly when

wated that the ecncession works unfairly againgt. British com-

Further, [ asi to point out that there i< no provision in the Ovder of
mﬁntne Couneil of the 375t October, 1893, that the exemption to all

mers shall cease wpon the termination of rtheir present respective

acts, thus leading to the inference that the privilege ix indefinite

tion.—1I have, &e.,
. HENDERSON, Secretary.

nourable J. I1. StEwany Lcu‘rmmn'r,

AAeting Colonial Secretary.

Coroxiat Secretary’s Orricr,

Hoxaroxa, 7th January, 18945,

t—In veply to vour letter of the 5th instaut, I am directed to stute
information of the Chamber of Commeree that a eapy of vonr Itier




onl z
E.

of the 20th Angust last was duly forwarded to the Secretary of State ; amil
that the roference to your letter of the 27th idemn was’ made beeanze it was
the last reseived from the Chamber on the subject of Thé correspondenes.

I am also to pdint out that pavagraph 2 of ther Order in Council pub-
lished it Notification No. 3935 of the 2nd Novemher, !‘Wa, provides explicitly

for the ces<ation of the privilere in question on the témninacion of existing

miail contracts. ! .
A copy of your letter under reply will bo forwarded to the Seerctary of
State as requeste:d.—1I kave, &e.,
JOIL STEWART LOCKHART, deting Coloninl Scerclary.
The Seercterry, Citaynei or Conmveres,

Ko, . .

x.

Congratulatory Telcgrams exchanged between the
Telegraph Companies and the Chamber.

Tue Basrery Exrtexstoy Avsrra- Thne Grear Norrisd N TELEGRAPH

Lasis & Curva Tenrararn Coyeany
Conraxy, Lnnren, or COrENITAGEN,
IHoxerona Starion, 8th May, 1894,

Sir,-—1 Loz to inform you that I am 1-0:;nc—stcd to communieate the
following feispram revciverd this merning :

II'LHH

Sie Jonx Pexnei,
Chuirman,

The Eastern Ewtension Leleqraph Co.,

The Clocirman,
Hoxcroxe Cusyper oF CoMMERCE.
e avine had 2 long awd intimate eonnection with the Far East during
& o o

my commereial carcer, aid knowing the value and neeessity of thoronghly

reliable telegraphic scrvice to an important business eentro like Hongkong,

it hag afforded me peculiar pleasure in Lieing able to ztrengthen and improve

. [°-_)51 ]
19

your Col. any 3 eable comnunicasion with the mother ¢ untry g

vid the rest of
the world by msans of the altornative eable jast eomaler=d to Labuan, Borneo
LA ?

aad Singapore, anl I bag to offer you my hearty congratulations on this
il Figio1:s cyent.

e e ¥ 2 oy VikE]
I would also express the hope thae this further instance of tho Compa-

s liborality and enterpri - v
v prise, involving as it does an ensrmous expenditnre,

will canvinee the conumercial community -k 2 :
' umiaity of Honzkong of the Company’s

' to miget the public requivem s asfully as przsible, and that the Hong-
o

- oy iye 4 e e ¢: 3
ong Chamber of Commerce will extend to the tompany the same fair and

ool

e fang et i S
treatnzat which Chambers of Comnercz all over the world have

how: CThG
hown themsolves rewly to wecord to other forms of pu\‘m, c=:tupr|ae.

the forexoing lulegr:mu.—l am, &,

WEDSTER, Jor Manager in China.
pnourable J. J, Keswicex,

Cletirman, Hoxcroxa GeNeranL CHAMBER oF Commenee

Il”;\(l'\".\“ (i ENERNL ( HAMBER OF (. OMMERCE
]
Il“\trl\(?\h .-].h ‘1'\ I-j".)l.

—I have the pleasire to own roceipt of vour lotter of Sl instant,

r P b i - ol
ongratulatory messaze to the Chamber from Siv Jony Pennper

sion of the successful co npletion of eable communication hotween

Cand Singapore, eia Bormeo,

iber has much pleasare in reciprocating to Si
i pleasure in veciprocating to Siv Jony PENpeR's

and I would ask vou to kindly e i i
4 vild ask you to kindly communicate to Lim a nessago

ng effect :—

I i (e
The Chamber of Commeree conveysan expression of its thanks

o) b} - i\
0 SirJony Pexper, Chainman of the Eastern Extension Telee

aph Co., for his messaze of cong gratulation on the completion of

ool
egraph cable 1o Hongkong vié Labuan,"—T have, &e.,

JoJ. KESWICK, Chairman,

b, Lisg..

Manager in C hin,

e Extension Australiesic S China l"thpﬁ Co.,
aid
The Great Northern Leleqraph,
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Tie Great NorrHErY TELEGRALIE

Tk Eastery EXTENSION AvuatrA-
Lasia & Cmxa TeELEGRATH (loMrANy
" or COPENITAGEN,

Conraxy, Liviren,

HoxckosG Sratios, 19th July, 1894,

DA Me. ]IEx[,1.;'“5(,_\-,-—'Ifn-nun'ru\\', Friday, the Associntedl Eastern

Telegraph Companies celebrate the 25th anniversary of the catablishment of

submarine telegraphy with the Far East, by a fé
b the Prinee of Wales will take part.

airman of the Chamher of Commeree desire to sand a con-

¢2 at the Tmperial Institute,

in whic
Should the Ch
gratulatory telegram to Qir Joux PENpER, I wonld be plvasu*.l to puss it

through.— Yours, &,

1. WEBSTER.

PR

Moxekost (GENERAL CHAMBER OF COMMERCE,

Ioxuroxa, 20th July, 1394

The Houzkonz General Chamber of Commeree hegs (o offer its cou-

, Companics on the oceasion of their twenty-

gratulations to the Telegrap!
with the Far East, and is pleased to have

fifth anniversary of telegraphy
ishine them a long aml ¢
' . IHENDERSON, Seeretary.

the nppm-tuui[,_v of w ontinuons eareer of presp ity

Tire Iasteny EXTENSION Avstia- Tk Grsar NORTIERN TELEGRATIL

Lasiy & Cinxa TELpGrar:d COoMPANY
COoMPANY, LaMUEED, oF COPENHAGEN,

HoxcKoNG STATION, 26th July, 1894,

Dear Sir,--Will you kinlly communicate the following from—

Sir Joun PENDER,
To the Chairmn,
Cuavpinr oF COMMERCE,

“« Your telegram of conzratulation on the o

our 25th anniversary is pezuliarly gratifying to me coming as it does from
tho merchants of ITongkoug, whom it always has been, and will still be our

desire to serve.’—I am, &e.,
L. WEBSTER, for Manager in Clina.

The Seerctary, 1o5GEONG CHAMBER OF COMMERCE.

cension of the eclebration of

[ 51 ]

_ G.
Preferential Duties granted by the Hoppo of Canton
on Junk carried Cargo.

Orr1ceE or tie Hoseroxs, Caxton & Macao

Stead-soaT Compasy, Lisitep.
. : Hoxgxrona, 19th July, 1894,
Dear Sig,—Adverting to previous correspondence upon the subject of

the illeral eoncessions . | 3
2 3 mude by the Canton Hoppo in regard to duties on

wgo shipped by junk to this pore for transhipment to vessels hound to

ign ports, whereby the trade of the rviver steamers has been for some

ars past and still is materially and prejudicially affected, T recret to report
£ (=] 8

TR e
s e, so Loy having come down by native eraft

1 shall feel obliged if yon will inform wme, for the information of my

n
,

oard, whether your Chamber proposes to take any further steps in this

4

THOS. ARNOLD, Secretury.

AnERsoN, Ly,

Seeretary, Nloxagons Geveran CoAMBER op Cmmﬁnw

Hoxakoza Geveral Caavser or COMMERCE
M2 i
" g oxcroxa, 20th July, 1894,
ear Sik,—1 have the ‘ i :
EAR SIR,—I have the pleasure (o own receipt of your favour of yester-

ite having reference to the continued granting of prefercuntial duties
carvied eargo from Canton to the detriment of the interest of the
teanm=ship Compuuies, -
> Committee of the Chamber wiil be pleased to re-open the corres
formerly entered into, and will at an es=y date addvess I, B, M.’s
i . ‘ 3 ss 0, B, M,
Pekiug on the above subject of complaint.—1I am, &e
am, &e.,
I" HENDERSON, S
‘ ; B SON, Secretary.
rxoLp, Esq., : -
ry, Hoxaxosg, Caxton & Macio
DTEAM-LOAT Covraxy, LiMirep.




HoxcEost GENERAL CHAMEER OF COMMERUCE,
HoxGroNG, 5th September, 1894

Sin,—-1 bave the hoaowr £ wait upoa you with the accompanying letter
al ressed 1o HTer Britannic M
o to the granting of preferential

(in triplicate) [ujesty’s Principal Seerctary of

State for Forcign Affairs having referene
auton officials on junk carrie

ard it toits destination,

ditties by the € d cargo, and would ask vou
to he good cnough to Forw

I further bez to hand youl n:lclilionn.i eopy of above letter and cnelo-
crence if required.—=1 have, &,

1. HHENDERSON, Secretory.

aure for ref

The Honourahde J. L Srewanrt LOUKIART,

Acting Colonial Scerctary. [IoxGRONG.
e

HoveroNG GENERAL CraMpii or COMMERCE,

HoxGRONG, st September, 1891,
Sir,—-It is with considerable regret that this Chamber has to return
to the subject of « Jifferential duties” in favour of the junk trade between

uton and this Port that has oecupied its attention during the last three
Chamber was compelled to bring under the personal

Majesty’s Principal Secrctary of State for Foreign

o
years and which the
notice of Her Britanuic
Affaivs on the 1st December, 1891,

and to put your Lordship in possession

vou will find enclosed a printed
er the notice of this Chamber
ievance of the shipping interests

Py save troullesome vefercnces
of the full facts and listory of the case,
of all the details that have come und

COP¥
ith this long standing gr

in conncetion W

of this Colony.

T Leg to point out that the Chinese Authorities have most distinetly
in August 1892, consequent upon the

adwmitted tleir illegal action, and,
strong representations made, at the instization of Her Britannic Majesty’s
Principal Seerctary of State, by Her Britanuic Majesty’s Envoy Extraor-

dinary at Peking to ihe Tsung-li Yamca the objectionable system was
partially abolished and a return to the normal traffic, as regavds tea, was
established eousequent upou an equal levy of dutigs npon that article

whetlier shipped by junk or steamet.

I_‘ (210
re)
G

Phis relief was, however, of short duration, for oun the 13th Juiv 1893

the old illegal ovder was re-established by the Clinese Autborities in

Canton, and since that date up till now only a few packages of tea hav
kg  haxo

been brought to Hongkong by steamers, with these few trifling exceplions
o LAl

the entire trade has reverted (o junks,

. ; g
Your Lordship will ol:serve this complaint refors to tea only, but
R ¥

her articles of prodnce reccive similar favonred treatment it shipped by
¢ )

and the number thus dealt with has increased, and will no doubt
| 1

er increase, from what it wi 'CC YOATS ¢ i
; it was three years ago owing to the impunity

which the Chinese Authorities are able to break Treaty ollications
A ut S.

s from Honckone to Cantor i
[ L 1 b : ar S LN i
(5 i vy iunk are also veceiving privileged

ment to induce the feaffic to go in Native hottoms.

- It is particalarly seanhilo :
p y noticeable at this second stage of the complaints that

Chinese Autborities both in Peking and Canton most distinetly asse
i ofer 1t 1 ' s
Lat no preferentinl dutics are now granted to juunk earrvied tea from

ton, aud a new se is i ) : '
) phase is imported Ly Her Britannie Majests’s Minister

o who asks for specifie proofs that such is uet the case, by the
ase, by [\

on by the compluinants of actual instances of the differential

As poiuted out Ly the Chamber in the enclosed coriespondence it
- N I

ssible to produce native evidence—the ouly proof that could le
A i )
This must be self-

to any one with hut slight knowledae of the Chinese.

:ed acainst the action of their own officials

: ' Besides, the
way in which the preferential duties may Le levied eithe:- by
. 2

18, @ bﬂ Ny L wances 1n w (,“.UI A ues, or classi (“.1[1[)]1
JoH | l
f}llﬁ(‘f]()l 8 (I] W (,'] 8 1 0 o 3 "LI ) 1 ﬁ i 3

kes it deably difficelt for foreizners to follow the devious methods that

emploved to hoodwink the higher officials who ave assurad, and
ave assured, an

e T ‘ od
> rong light is thrown upon the system when Her DBritaunie
sty’s Minister at Peking informs Her Britanni i it
e ing s Her Britannie Majesty’s Principal
State for Foreign Affairs, as is stated in the Forcien Office

¥ cer © 5‘ 1 N
Ji(} i‘] oy hs‘ld \-l' '1' 1] [
aade l at !f L1l 1 [('}"ll] wIties were Sl]il

(1 Aiee v
‘.‘prar.tu.cd, they wusk Le due to unanthorised action on the
part of tbe Hoppo's subordinates.”




G.

Here is an adwission that irregularities may exist without the
knowledge of the higher officials, such irregularities this Chamber main-
For exactly the same set of circumslances produces
the same result. Complaint is made that breaches of Treaty occur, after a
long correspondence and much negociation an admission is made that these

taius now occur.

breaches have happened, orders are given for rectification of these illegal
acts, and the earrying trade reverts for a time to normal channels. The
trade then departs from its usual course into the old preference for junk
carringe. No other conclusion is possible but that the same practices ave
at work now that were admitted to exist hefore.

Buyers of produce in Canten for export to foreign ports from Hong-
kong are able to purchase considerably cheaper if boaght delivered by junk
in Hongkong, thaw if they purchase for delivery in Canton and transferred
the eargo from Canton to Hongkong in foreign steamers, the freight by
stecam to Hongkong bLeing very much below junk carviage. In short, a
seller of produce for delivery in Canton wonld demaud considerally wmore
than would Le accepted, for the same article delivered by junk, at seller’s
expense, in Honglkong,

The whole matter is patent in this Chamber's opiuion, awl it appears
unroasonable to doult the existence of some such methods as are indicated
for the continuance of the illegal Lreaches of Treaty that permanencly
occur, and equally unreasenable to cxpect the complainants to furnish
specific proof of any particular Lreaches, A very fair analogy may be
instanced with what has occnrred again and again with the Gumbling
Houses at Kowloon City which may be within your Lovdship’s cognisance.

Remonstrance after remonstrance is addressed by the Governor of
this Colony, throngh Her Britannic Majesty’s Minister at Peking, to the
Chineso Authorities ngainst (he dangerous unisance that they permit to le
established in such clese proximity to Hongkong--the viee of gambling is
contrary to Chinese law. Tardily orders are transmitted to stop the evil.
The louses are temporarily closed, to open again very shortly afterwards,

just the same as before. How often this has happened is within the

knowledge of Her Britanuic Majesty’s Minister at Peking.
The Chamber fecls diffident to recommend any svstem that shall once
for all put an end to the recurrence of their complaints. For with the

tortuous Native mcthods the Committee feel they may be suggesting

devices that will render the native ways even more seerct and less liahle

to detection. But the Chamber considers, provided the Chinese Authorities

would consent, that if all cargo intended for exportation to foreign ports

shall be passed only through the Imperial Maritime Customs instead of

indiscriminately both through the Native Customs and the Imperial

Maritime Custows, as at preseat, a blow would be struck at the preseut
o ~ irrecalarities, which would probably end all complaints,

It should also be incumbent upon the exporter in Canton to declare

:@'hen passing his goods through the Native Customs, that they are nnt:

- for export to foreign ports from Hengkong.,  False statements on this

'point'could be readily detected and proved in Hongkong when a fine of

_ ftj;_e duty levialle nnder the Tmperial Maritime Customs Tariff should e

levied and paid to the satisfaction of Her Britannic Majesty’'s Consul

in Canton, in addition to what has already been paid on the goods to the
Native Customs.
= % :

2 The many vavious phases of the cntire question are so fully set fortl,

i thg printed correspondence enclosed that the Chamber would only beg
your refercnce to them, -

o 4

- The Chamber legs to acknowledge the wuvarying conrtesy, the keen

nterest and prompt attention which have invariably heen manifested hy

Bt-it:}nuic Majesty's Minister at Peking in the conduct of this troul:lt:-

re'aﬂ'mr, and in addressing your Lovdship personally have no desire
ould be thought they intend to pass over Her Bl‘i],allliic M:z'es;v’

mister, but considering the importance of the interests inmlv:d a.n:

it an unredressed complaint, involving serions Lreaches of MTreatie

Which bas lingered as this has done without a proper settlmnent‘ i‘f’

b dangerous precedent to (he commeree of Great Brilain in th‘v«:

g {'It.l](] it is cousidered most desiralle to Lriug the matter under I]ix;

eﬂmie notice of your Lordship, A copy of this letter, with cllulcwélnx'l :
,_ 6:;{:;2 ‘ger Britannic Majesty’s Minister at Peking that lie miy |u;
: he action that has been taken,—T have, &e,

. 5. MACKINTOSIT, Viee-Chairi.an.
Tur Eart or Roskpery, K.G.,

_ de., de., &,

d Principal Secretary of State Jor Foieign Afiairs,

Foreign Opice, London.
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HoxeEoxG GENERAL CHAMBER OF COMMERCE,
1loxekoxG, Gth September, 1894,

to hand vou herein, by direction of my Com-

Siz,—I have the honour
Prineipal

mittee, copy of a letter addressed to Her Britannie Majesty's
of State for Foreign Affairs ealling his Lordship’s attention to the
os to the owners of junk earried eargo

Secretary
continuned granting of prefevential d uti
by the Canton local officialz.

timate knowledge of the subject matter of the

Your Iixecellency’s in
but the Committee

above lotter renders further reference thereto unneeessary,
are much pleased to have this opportunity of recording their deep obligation

for your untiring cfforts fo pni a stop to the granting of these irregular

duties, and they venfure to express i lope that your Ixeelleney’s exertions

in 1hat divection will not he relaxed.—1I have, &e.,

. HENDERSON., Seerctary.

His Excelleney N. R. O'Conon, @B MG
Her Britannic Majesty’s Favoy Latraordinary and Minister
Plenipotentiury in China, Peking.

- Curroo, 26th September, 189 L

Si,—1 beg you to express to the Committee of the Hongkong General
Chamber of Commeree my thanks for their eourtesy in seuding me a copy

~ of the letter they addressed on the 1st September to Her Majesty’s Secretnry
of State on the subject of * differential duties ™ in favonr of the junk trade

between Canton and Iongkong.

T have no doubt of the existence of this system, but 1 continue to he of

the opinion that however craftily devised and mauaged, it onght to be within

the power of those mainly intereste
at strength to my representations to the

d to procure positive and circumstantial

evidenee which wonld add gre
Tsung-li Yamén and enable me to prove beyond dispute the existence of a
system which I can now only show by inaction.

Were it desirable to do so, I could mention more than one somewhat

similar instanee in which 1 have obtained the proofs I have asked for in this

mattar.

G.

1 In any case the Committee may be assureld that I shall continue my
cfforts, in concert with Her Majesty’s Consul at Canton, to v this abuse to
1.gmund.—1 am, &e.,
e N. R. O'CONOR.
F. lIgxpEnsoy, Iisq.,
Seerctary, Hoxeroxa Gexerar Cusvser or CoMuerce

Hosskoxe GeNgrar Ciravper or COMMERCE,
Hoxexone, 24th Qctober, 1894,
Dear Sig,—I have the pleasure to ask yowr attention to the accompany-

communication addressed to Her Britannic Majesty’s Principal Seeretary

f State for Foreign Affairs, together with copies of correspondence, bring-

his Lordship’s notice the action of the Canton Native Cusloms in con-

inning to apply to junk carvied eargo a seale of duties more favourable than
1 T ; - P ]
is charged on similar cargo when earried on forcign bottoms, with the result

junk owners are placed at an nnfair advantage over the owners of

Is of other natious whose right to participate in the coast earrying trade

early defined in the different treaties hetween China and other Powers

L
It is unnceessary hero to farther enter into the subjeet, which is very

ealt with in the accompanying correspondence, and in asking your kind

-a on to same the Committee venture to hope yon may be able fo give

Chamber the Lenefit of your valuable assistance towards redressing the

uce complained of.—I am, &e.,

| I'. HENDERSON, Sceretary.
NDRY, Esq.,

. Secretary, CHixa Associarion, Loxpox.

P —

 letter of same date addressed to the London Chamber of Commerce.

CriNg ASSOCIATION,
v 81, Loyuparp STREET,
Loxpoy, T4th December, 1894,
: ft-,—-ln reply to your letter of the 24th October, I have the
 forward copy of a letter which has lieen sd Iressed to the Foreign




| taxationin the Kwang Vice-

 of the Chinese Government.

Office asking that the whole practice of ille
royalty may he urged again upon the attention

—Yours, &ce,

R. 8. GUNDRY, Houn. Nec.,

(hina Association.

F. Hesprrsos, Esq.,

Sceretary, TTONGRONG CHAMBER OF

Sl e

Jetter to the Earl of Kimberley.
31, LouBARD STREET,

COMMERCE.

Eatract from Cline s wiation's
Loxpoy, 14t December, 1894,

The Committee of the Chin t to be obliged to lny
1 complaint rezarding the action of the Hoppo

tarifl, on export produce

a Association regre

hefore your Lordship a renewce
of Canton in levying dutics, helow the Treaty
ejudiee of forcign shipping.

Ter Majesty’s Government
ree to Siv Jouy WALSHAM,

carried by native junks, to the pr
brought to the notice of T

The subjeet was
igkong Chamber of Comme

in o letter from the Hm
1891, wherein it was contended that the Ioppo's action

23nd September,
contravened Art. LI of the United States Treaty of 1850, which appears
ened to meet precisely such a eusc. ¥

desig
To charge lower dutics on native vesse

s to impose higher duties on
an agreement which is cqually

to Dritich trade: while to sct

s is, it was urged, obviously the
same, in cffect, a foreign ships, and in conflict

therofore with the obvions purpose of

applicable, ander the favoured nation clause,
d yate in favour of Chivese, as against Britizh earriers, was a

breach of amity and a de age unfair to the foreign trader.

s were, the Committee believe, accepted by IL M. Govern-
¢ by 11 M. Minister at Peking, with the
the gricvance.  The practice

up a prefercati
parture from us

These view
ment, and representations were mad
offect of obtaining temporary yedress for

to have been now revived, to the detriment and incon-

appears, however,
venience of British shipowners

will he good enongh to eause
ding the action of their subordinate.

Lordship « fresh remounstrance to he addressed
to the Chinese Government regar '
To the Right Iononrable

Tue agn or KIMBERLEY,

Her Muajesty's Sceretary of State for Forcign Affuirs,

and merchants ;5 and it is hoped that your o

[[39]
G.
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i ever worthy of eonsideration, and the Chamber will not fail to avail of
: o

portunitics, as they arise sonti itati
voarise, to coutinue agitating for reform,
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! i & very f"” iwpp : i 7
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sociation in the above anl other matters connceted with the

¢ of Chinu, an ‘e
y and Lam askel 6 tender you their thanks for your interesting
o £-]

ter.—1 any, &,
»

I'. HENDERSON, Secrctary.

Gusory, s,

Alonorary Secrvetary, iy 3 5
y Secretary, C1ixy Associariox, Loxvos,

Bororren Housz, Bastcuear
)

Loxpox, E.C.,

Loxpox 2 Or
axpox (mavier 0¥ CoMMERCE INCORPORATED
y 1
30th December, 1894.

Sit,—I beg 1o ack ;i
9 ee 1o acknowledge receipt of yours of the 24th ultimo

fo the Native € i
¢ Canton Native Customs with reference to duties upon

cargo, whic :
reo, which I shall take the opportunity of bringing before
. o

e : (T SR . % - 0.
il (Jlllllﬂu [“li ¢ aee t (_ i e
lllll l!ld l Seefion ()i hix h{llnl}(.‘l. ‘ ur S, (.LC-,

KENRIC B. MURRAY, Seerctary.
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HoxGroxe Geseral CHAMBER OF COMMERCE,

HoxGKoxG, 17th November, 1894

Sir,——1 bez to ask your attention to the annexcd letter from Mr. Kava-
1 in this morning’s issuc of The Hongkong Duily Press

raNA which-appeare
ting of preferential duties by the Canton Native

having refercnce to the graun
Customs on junk carried cargo.

The (uestion is one in which, as you are aware, the Chamber is deeply

interested and I shall esteem it a favour it you will kindly inform me if thore

are in the archives of the Consulate any records of the evidence that is said
to have been tenderad to Mr. WATTERS, and if this evidenee was reported to
Ilis Excellency Mr. N. R. O'Coxog, II. BB. M.’s Minister at Peking.

1 am unaware of whers Mr. WATTERS i3 at present but it might be
ceessary, his evidence could be obtained

wseful to know whether or not, if n
jon, and I shall feel much obliged il

in support of Mr. Kavarana's content
you can afford the Chamber any information on this point.——I have, &e.,

J. J. KESWICK, Chairman.

Byrox Brexay, Esq., CM.G.,
Ier Majesty Consul, Canton.

My I S. Kuvarand's letter published in the Duily Press,” 17th November.

(U axrox, 16th November, 1894,

Sir,—Perusing the short article in your issue of 13th inst. oun junk

seem that positive proofs were difficult to

carried earego at Canton, it would
Now, allow me to say

obtain to establish the existence of this anomaly.
ng had long sinec been given to the proper

that sueh proofs as werc wanti
in their petition to iz Iixcellency the Miniz-

puthorities.  The Parsces here,
ter in Angust last year, when Iekin was fivst introduced ou silk piece goods,
among other things that the duty oun junk carried silk picce goods
wstoms tariff.  When this petition was

cssed his doubt to

poiuted out
was lower than that charged by the C
Landed to Mr. WarTERs, the then acting Cousul, he expr
difference oxisted on silk picee goods, and wanted

me as to whether such
Chinese. silk merchant of

proof in support thereof Ty personally seeing any

[ 1]
' G.

respectability. Such a thing was difficult, for obvious reasons, but fortuna-

tely such a person was found; who, after a great deal of hesitation, at last

consented to go to the Consulate.  This Chinese merchant answered to the

‘numerous queries of the Consul that such difference in duty did exist, and

averred that the duty on junk carried silk picee goods was nine taels for

every picul (the usnal taviff duty being 12 taels for every picnl), and this he

knew as he was alzo one of the shippers.  Mr. WarTers wag (hovonghly
i

nvinead of the truth of this assertion and of the respectability of the silk

shant and  supporled the petition strongly to ITiz Lxeelleney the

ister.—Yours, &e.,

. S. KAVARANA,

the Tonrtonr or TuE “Darny Press)” IlovaroNa,

Eatract from I, M. Consul Mr. Byron Brenai’s letter of
20th November, 1894.

In geply to your letter of the 17th instant, I heg to sav that Mr,
:rs does not appear to have taken down on paper the information

plied by the silk merchant referred to by Mr. Kavaraxa. 1 have no

i to deubt the aceuracy of Mr. IKavarasa's statement respecting the

iﬁj}’éﬁ;gu'eu by the Chinese werchant ; but the matter which was then

upying My, Warrers® attention, and in connection with which the

e merchaut appeared at the Consnlate was the imposition of lekin on

2 woods, and the recovery of the tax from the Chinese seller after

s had heen sold and delivered to the foreign purchazer; and even

j;h%u‘] been exported. The Chinese officials deniel that this was

¢, and it was on this poivt that Mr. Warrens wished to ohtain

or Her Majesty’s Minister at Peking.  The gricvance of ihe foreign

- was not junk g silk h: '
\ that junk borne silk had an advantage over steamer

& up the Chinese seller.

urable J. J. Krswick,

v af the TToxakoxe Gryera: Cnasnir or CoMMERCE,
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Caxrox Cianprr or CoMMERCE,
Caxtox, 26th November, 1894,

Sir,—With regard to the subject of prefereatial dutics at Canton anl
the rccent correspondence relaring thereto, which has been published in the
Honghony Daily Press, T am instracted hy this Chamber to call vour atten-
tion to the fact that the letter of the 1st September last, addressed by the
Hongkong General Chamber of Commoaree to the Prineipal Scerctary ol
State for Foreign Affairs, is ealculate ] to have an effect <mewhat injurions
to the greater portion of the trale from this port to foreien conutrics, inas-
much as it advoeates the pasgsing of all earzo intended for export to foreign
ports through the Tmperial Maritime Custos, which virtnally means an

insistance upon the payment to the Chinese Government of the maximum

rates of imposts allowable hy treaty.

"This Chamber considers that there ix nothing in the treatics making

the lowering of duties by the Chinese Government in any way an infraction

of the treaty obligations.

The shipments henee by junk are not forcign owned but native pro-
perty conveved in native bottoms for delivery to forcign buyers in ITong-
kong; they are not the property of the forcign buyer until the said delivery
is male in ITongkong, and by condueting their business on this basis natives
are enabled to scll at considerably lower rates, thereby benefitting the foreign

buyer at this port or in Hengkong, and ultimately the consumer in Great

Britain and elsewhere.

Merehants at this port and at Hongkong are diztinetly benetitted by such
delivery of goods in Iongkong; such delivery being in no wise s infraction
of anything in the treaty with Great Britain, and it being exceedingly donbt-
ful (as admitted by the late Minister, Sir Jonn Warstay, aud late Consul,
Sir Cioarover Arasaster) whether it could be taken as a contravention of
Axticle 111 of the Commercin] Treaty hetween The United States and China
of 17th November, 1880, Thix Chamber fails to sec why the trade of this
port should rot Le allowed to avail itzelf of the lower duties charged Dy the
Chinese Government to their own subjects, in order fo obtain produce

delivered in ITongkong on more favomahle terms than would otherwise he

possible,

[43 ]
G.

The interests is por < i
terests of this port and Hongkong are doubtless identieal in a

great measure, but the assertion that your Chamber represents 90 % per cent
A mt,

of the trade henee is misleading, and T subjoin statisties of one of the most
important branches of trade from this port, namely, that in tea, which speak
for themselves,

Be the perecntage vepresented by vour Chamber what it may, merehants
here are quite willing to treat all questions of treaty rights 1'1'011; an imperial
:ii?ﬁ_i"‘f of view, and in this spivit they would wrge vour Chamber not to
endeavour to obtain redress for a grievance which, as far as Hongkong ir
‘concerned, afleetz a portion of rhe shipping interest only, in a way cnlcnln-tecl

0 be to the disadvantage of the trade from Canron in general,

The following particulars will demoustrate the proportionate extent of
ie interests involved, the gnin to the tea trade, during season 1%94-1895
{ 3y

the Lasix of the subjoined statisties of export has been, say :——

222,540 boxes at 201bs. each=piculs 33,426, at half a
tacl per pienl=%23,212.50 plus cost of river freight
£5,501.00 rtereserierin s et as e seeaes een e = H28, THELG0
whilst the loxs sustained to the shipping iiterests, cal-

b
culated on the same basix, at 40 boxes to the ton, and at

REUEROG 0N 108 HECH 1psvuvinsmsssninisnismismeviss vonsrmsesslin gL OG0

other words, taking the tea trade only a< an example, the joint

ts of this port and ITongkong would be the losers by the

OW r oener . »rate el i . 1
nw (or general) cargo, the rate chaged being £1.09 as against 30

ton ; it therefore follows that, were the whole volume of the

s exports taken into consideration, the proportionate difference in the
of ihe interests at stake would be more striking.

e ago, a3 von are donbtless aware, attemptz were made to obtain

f the lekin dnes on tea, in onder to enable this trade to compete
lon and Indian growths, and shipment by jook, at lower rate of
< tofuvery appreeinble extent, alleviated the burlen then complained
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suggest that the conrse of action open in the

1 would, in conclusion ) ]
’ : HoveroxG GeNERAL CuaMpiEr or COMMERCE
SR L

matter, which would satisly the shipping interests, and not enrtail the T
' ONGRONG, 12th March, 1895
1d he to prevail upon the S R : £

Sik,—In begging reference to your esteemed communication of 26th

benefits now enjoyed by the export trade, wou
Chinese Government to bring down the duty 1
bottoms to the level of that charged on goods by native eraft.

evied on goods hy foreign o

& : = November, I must express my regrot that the reply to the question of the
granting of preferential duties by the Ioppo of Canton with \vluv it el
should have been allowed to stand over 50 long. L

4

are of the dificulty of the task, but that iz no
Commenting on this Chamber's letter of 1st September to Iler Wili‘;(‘,sty Y

This Chamber is well aw
complishment, and the Chamber would gladly

|
i reason for not attempting its ac

eeure & vesult so much to be desived, which w ould Seeretary of ‘
ol e State for I'orcign Affuirs, you express an opinion that the sug-

co-operate in any cfforts fo 8

1 5 "
' nndoubtedls be for the hest inter B Bcontuined therci ) B
3 & hercin to pass all eargo intended for export to foreign

ests gonerally.~—T am, &e.,
ports through the Imperial Mavitime Customs virtaally means an insistance

HERBERT DENT, Chairman. e :
upon the payment to the Chinese Government of the maximum rates of im

allowed by tre ¥ db oest i is i
) tuat) . J. I]C sng,:(,stmu in this Ill::‘f:l.llc(‘, I mayv ])()illﬁ out
2 ]

To the Chairmain,

|
' IoxckONG GENERAL Ciavmper or COMMERCE.

il
ITONGKRONG,

tended as an indieation of how duties might be eolleeted 1ather than

a ference to the equity or otherwise of preferential dutics which was full
dealt with elsewhere in the letter. /
a
v

The native Customs coneerns itself exelusively with purely Chinese
rgo (to be deal: with solely between natives and in transit to nou-tl'e'tty.
bl‘l AT o § I e . i

t all other eargo, native and forcign, i under the control of the Im-

Exrorr oF TeA (PRINCIPALLY JUNK CARRIED) SHOWING TIE

BT A (o ‘| £
I Mayitime Customs whose tariff is vegnlated by freaiy, and it was only

[ 4 © . AMOUNT -EXPORTED Y CANTON Finrus, 0 comil ler tl i
0 coming under that eategory the Chamber suggzested should e so treated

i 1 .
Tho ; 0 VA e e H
Th ugll there is no cxphut provision male in any of the treaties to

I b R v A0
| |
QIRERIES 11892- IQ‘]a\IR‘H 1894|1894-1895] ToTaL. g : b
it Fimas, 1 1 against the introduetion of lower dduties into the tariff, this CRamEer
________.__' L a0 o e 2 . . . 2 . J
' l 1 b agree with you in considering that so doing is not an infringement of
119,159 lits, because, as has been previously pointed out, to charge lower

\ ;
Deacon & Co. gl A L W i l X P

X T 2 o o | asotr| 85,628 | 56,046 | 230618 Es R ¢ b oty the e, feffcer, ax to- impose

| ies on eargo carried by foreign vesscl
Rowe & Co \ 94,861 i 57,758 54,434 \ 207,058 iv ( i A,

. ves of the Steamboat Companies has

| | g roat Companies has all along been that granting
S e 559 ]l " 10807 | 139,212 ercf,nt-ml duties to eargo in native bottoms places these Companies at a
| tage as public earriers, and i y b
il Reiss & Co. cervenneniusiannonsnane 113,180 \ 51,737 30,225 | 195,142 ich 't};pﬁ pl i e e
l 2 ‘& branied with the view of placing all those frading at the open

w equal footine.

380,382 | 287,062 292,640 | 891,184 Nesit |
i tion of preferential duties was first brought to the notice of the
14 lelter dated 10ch September, 1891, signed by the represent

some of the leading shipping firms in the Colony, pointing out that

‘ - i : Canton Firms,.....................................,.72 7

= = A y
Firms in Hougkong and Ageney in Canton,...28 % ade was heing very lavzely diverted fr i
) zels erted from foreign stenmers to
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untive junks in consequence ol the granting ol these dutics which they cou-
tended was a direct infringement of treaty rights—a contention which the
Committee of the Chamber were asked to support, and in which they fully
concurred.  Subscquent corvespoundence showed that the action taken by the
Chamber in endeavouring to get thesa duties abolishel was approved of by
the Foreign Odics, mwl also elicited the faet that the Ministers of the Tsnng-li
Yaméa had admitted their ivregulaoity.  Mr, T, L SaNpERSON, writing to
the Chairman of thiz Chambzr on 20th May, 1892, by direction of the Man-
QUESE 0F Sarnispury, stated—*I am to request that yvou will inform your
¢ Chamber that ITer Majesty's Minister at Peking brought this subject verb-
“ally before the Ministers of the Tsung-li Yamén at an interview with them
“oun the 18th of March last. Ile represented that this inequality of taxation
“was opposed to the spirit of the treaties between Foreign Powers and China,
“and ecluimed that the native turiff counld not, as regarded produce carvied
* eonstwise between (reaty ports or hetween a trenty port aud a foreign country,
“be so manipulated as to place native vessels on a more favourable footing
“ than foreign vessel=.”

“The Chinese Ministers admitted that the action of the Ioppo had been
“irregular, and stated that they had already written fo the Government of
“ Canton on the subjeet.  Ouly a few days previously they had received a
“telegram from the Yiceroy, stating, on the authority ol the Hoppo, that the

“reduction in the native tariff no longer existed.”

“The Vieeroy had added that if any ivregularities wore still practised,

“they must be due to unanthorized action on the part of the Hoppo's subor-
* dinates.”

The figures put forwavd for which the Chamber begs to thank you
showing a gain of £23,212.08 in the tea trade for 1894-95 ave interesting, but
it scems very doubtful how mueh of this benefited foreigners and how much
natives. While referring to the cubject of statistics T may mention that you
arc undes a misapprehension in supposing the Chamber had advanced the
statement that it represented probably nine-tenths of the commereial interests
of Canton.

If, as you suggest, the Chinese Government could be prevailed upon to
lower the duties on eargo carried by foreign vesscls to the level of that ear-
ried by junks, and providel that the duties by both were permanently the

[ 471
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exed question of prefe

sdme, an casy solution of (L v i
rential duties would be

avrived af :
doubt be demanded at

but as similyy concessions wonld without

. all other ports, it soems unlikely thae the Chinese w,

: ! ould be fou cilli
submit to s0 serions g deduetion from the e By

ir Customs reyv

; ‘ venltie,

L'hz Chamber would vepy willinulv
4 )

avail of vonr off,
. 3 A er of co-operati
. but as vevision of the tariff i, the dire ke

ction of higher duties is reported to

have been already it w %
Y mooted, it would he desivable to aw

complications betweon Ching and Japan before :
tariff—1 remain, & rits (

ait the issuo of present

igitating for a veformed

> JoJ. RESWICK. ¢har

. o ESWICK, Chairman,
i o 1

. Chirman, Cravper o Gu.\umm-t-:, Caxrox.

t' Hoxcroxg Gey
. GRONG GENERAL Citaumprp op Coxyercr,

_ ,S . . IIONGKUI\'G, 19th March, 1893,
- It,—Dbegeing  reference to yvour cste
ﬁ’é’éﬁniber, which [ alveadv 1,

=
emel communication of 138th

; | _ ave hul the pleasure to
0 the action of the Hoppo of (!

] acknowledge, referring
anton in granting to the owners of junk

favourable se: i i
o . seale of duties than is chn.rg o
&0 shipped by foreign vessels, ad reque

S51000 of opinion from the Chambhe

much pleasure i responding,

d cargo from that Port a mor:

=tng fo be furnished with an

roun the subject—g request to which

The question of these preferential

N duties was fiyst by
¢ Committee of the Chambe R

: von the 10th September 1
tives of some of e principal ste: : i

complaining that tes,

uotice
: ¥ the repre-
! unship companies trading with Hong-
which had formerly heen e :

H 10 - H
ongkong almost cutirely hy foreign steamers. wy i i
e i ig % was being diverted to
i : months previous to the date of their letter {]
b port of tea had Leen carried by native craft 5
e inducement offercd ¢, native tr,

arried hetween Canton

The reason alleged
o aders by the Hoppo of Canton to
h“ and pass it throngh the native Custom House, I

:‘.l]tilc lower dut ¥ than would have been imposed by o
Customs haq the tea bee e v
Aave fully justified the trnl
the sy

the Imperial

ncarried by forcign vessel, Subsequent

of this allegation, but the (e

: ' vious wa
stem is ecarried ont renders -

Proof as difficult now as ¢ wias
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The chicf sufierers by this change were, of eourse, the River Steamboat

Companies hy direet loss of freight, but the Qeean Steamship Owners were

also adversely affected by the irregular and uncertain connection between the

tea-laden junks and their steamcrs. 1t the junk arrived some days in
1o homeward bownd steamer (touching at Iongkong for cargo)

advance of t!
aml insured at the expensge of the owners until she

the tea had to be stored
or il the junks made a long passage the steamers were

was realy Lo reecive,
1 sending steam-

aved until their arrivil, or eXpenses wero incurred ir

often del
In the case of mail steamers having

launehes to meet and tow them down.

a fixed date for leaving, the junks on several occeasions arrived after the

departure of the steamers, and the freight on the cargo for which space had
been reserved was eonsequently lost.

“The contention of the steamship owners which the Commistec had been
asked to support, and in which they fully coneur, is that the granting of such
s in oppozitiou to both the text and the spirit of the treatics entered
cign Powers and China, and is a diveet infringement of

articularly as regards

duties i
into hetween the For
the rights of those trading under these treatics, more p
Articles X1V of the French Treaty of 1858 and I1T of the American Traaty
of 1889, which are applicable to all the different treaties under the favoured
The Committee eannot agree with Sir CIALONER ALABASTER,
in the following opinion expressed by him
—“ With refercuce to your

nation elausc.
late Conzul-Gyeneral at Canton,
when in communication with the Foreig'ﬁ Office :
Sappeal to the United States Treaty of 1880, that the United States have
< elaimed the full extent of the third Avticle, which is
letter of the 23rd September to Siv J. WALSILAM, and he
“appears to think that there would be great practical difficulty in carrying
ffeet.”  That the Amerieans should have failed to avail

“pever themselve

“noted in your

“it completely into ¢
{hemselves to the full extent of Article II I. cannol be considercd to have

in any way invalidated that clause or lessencd its effccts either. as regavds

Ameriea herself or other nations who may choose to avail of it.

1t has been contended that because there is no specific provision in any

of the treatics against lowering the seale of duties that, therefore, the Chinese

¢ within their rights in granting preferential duties, but the granting of

ar
iously tantamount in its effects

Jower duties on cargo by native craft is obv

to imposing higher rates on cargo earried by forcign vessels, and it has not
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been suggested that under any circumstances could the treatics be constrned

to admit of higher duties being charged.

Her Majesty’s Minister at Peking, who has evinced great interest in
the question of preferontial duties, has expressed himself anxious to he furn-
ished with positive proof that such concessions are made, but though it is an
casy matter to get particulars of many instances in whieh that has been done,
it is impossible to get any Chinaman to substantiate these particulars, not
only through dread of their own officials, but also through fear that giving
evidence of such a nature might in some way, however remote the éoutin-
geney, work to his disadvantage.  Thix difliculty has not eseaped the notice
of your Excelleney, nor is the absence of positive proof a matter of very
great imporiance when there exists the admission of the Minister of 11113
Tsung-li Yamén before Sir Jouny Warsman “ that the action of the Ioppo
“had been irregular, and stated that they Liad alveady written to the Govern-
s mont of Canton on the subject. Ouly a few days previous they had re-
G gpived a telegram from the Viceroy stating, on the anthority of the Tloppo,

< that-the reduciion in the native taritf no longer existed.”

o g « - o :
“Phe Vieeroy had added that if any irvegularitics were still practised

“they must be due to the unauthorized action on the part of the Hoppo's

~ “gyhordinates.”

I ) . il e N ¢ +

The foregoing remarks deal only with tea, but other articles such as
sin, rattans, feathers, bristles, &e., which are largely dealt in, have also

n diverted from steamers Jo native junks owing to the existenee of pre-

ential duties which continue to be frecly granted.

R 1 1 : 2
The DImperial Government has on more than ene oceasion prohihited the
g of these preferential duties, and though the local authoritics for a

espected its mandates, these were after a while invariably disregarded.

oy - . . .
The subject of preferential dutics is so exhaustively dealt with in the
nying correspondence, to which I beg to ask your kind attention,
it scems unnccessary i
L gsarv to trouble v j ; - dizenssi

A ronble you with any lengthy dizenssion, as I

to think a reference to the correspondence will tend to strengthen
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I am glad to notice that you consider the present erisis will probably
present a favourable opportunity to press the matfer home.—1I have, &e.,
J. J. KESWICK, Chairman.
To Ilis Evxcellency
Stk Winniay Romiysoy, KLCM.G,

e, Se., e

Crixa ASSOCIATION,
21, LouBarp STREET,
10th January, 1895,
Siit,—In pursuance of my letter of the Tdth December last, I beg to
hand you copy of a letter from the Foreign Office saving that the attention of
II. M.'s Minister has heen again drawn to the subject of the preferential
duties in favour of junks levied hy the 1Toppo of Canton: and that the ques-
tien o'f inland taxation is also under consideration in communieation with the

Board of Trade.—=Yours, &e.,

. GUNDRY, Hon. Scerctary, China :dssociation,

1. ITenpERsoN, Esq., -
Seerelary, loxaroxa Cnavper or Comyerci,

Foreicy OrrFicR,
. 2nd Jannary, 1894,

Sik,—-With reference to your letter of the 14th ultimo, I am direeted by
the FaxL or KiMBeRLEY to inform you that the action of the authorities at
Canton in levying duties below the treaty tariff on exports earvied hy unative
junks has been on varicus ocet asions represented to the Chinese Government
by Ier Majesty’s Minister at Peking, and that on the reeent cnmphnnt made
by the Hongkong Chamber of Commeree, his attention was again drawn to
the matter.

_The question of inland taxation has been raised by Mr. O'CoNor in a
deqmtch just received, and the subjeet is under Lord X1MBERLEY'S consider-

ation in communieation with the Beard of Trade.~-T am, Loy

FRANCIS BERTIL,

.
China and Japan War.

HosGroxG GENEERAL CHAMEER oF COMMERCE,
HMoxaroxg, Srd Augnst; 1894,

Sig,—1 am direeted by the Committee to ask you to he good enough to
Dbring to the notice of the Governor that though war has been declared
between China and Japau it has not been officially made known in this
Colony, aud the community is consequently left somewhat in doubt as to the
aetual position of affaivs,

Business is being serionsly interfered with owing fo the nnecreninty that
prevails as to what treatment neutral vessels and neutral interests may be
expected to reecive at the hands of the belligerents, and the Committee will
feel much obliged if iz Excelleney will he pleased to afford any information
whieh it may be in his power to give, and which cireumstances warrant heing.

made publie, as to the actnal position of neutrals in regard to the above twao

Powers.
In, canucerion therewith it weulil be useful to the community to learn
what are and what ave not contraband avticles, more particularly as vegards

snch commodities as eonl and riee in which the Colony is largely interested,
L3 =~ -

- . . A ] o
The Committee heg to request His Ixeelieney's permission to mike

i¢ sneh information ax he may vonehsate on the above points.—I have, &e.,
I'. HENDERSON, Secretary.

Honourable

Jo 1L Svewanr Locknawr, Adeting Coloninl Secrctary.

BT o (CoLoNIAL SECRETARY'S OPFLCE,

Hoxacroxe, Tth Angust, 1894,

S, eply to vonr-letter of the Sud instant, I am dirceted to state
information of the Chamber of Commerce that ITis Excelleney has
phed for inztructions in regard ro the hostiliries between China and
an, but that none have yet been reccived,

am to add that the Chamber will he informed whenever any instroetions
subject are reccived from the Sceretary of State.—1 have, &e.,

Jo L STEWART LOCKHART, Aeting Colonial Seeretary,
ey, Ciianeer oF CoMMERCE,

Sy &




H.

No. 1,490. COLONIAL SECRETARY'S OFFICE,
Hoscroxe, 9th August, 1894
Sin,—With reference to my lebter No. 1,457 of the 7th instant, I am

direeted to state for the information of the Chamber of Commerce that a

telegraphie despatch has heen recoived from the Seerctary of State stating
that the proclamation of Nentrit
been despatched by mail to thiz Colony.

I am to add that in accordance with instiuctions received

lity and Rules in connection therewith have

, a Gazette

Extraordinary is to be issned this afternoon.—1I have, &e.,

J. II. STEWART LOCKITART, Acting Colonial Secretary.

The Secretary, ClIaMBER OF COMMERCE,
ey &c.. §e.

—

No. 1;54-1. CoLoNIAL SECRETARY'S OFFICE,
HoxaroxG, 16th Angust, 1894,

" Sigr,~-I am directed by the (overnor to inform you that in reply to a

Excellency on the subjeet he bas reecived a tele-

communiecation from Ilis
Seerefary of State fo the effect that Ier

gram this morning from the
Majesty’s Government refuses fo freat pico as eontraband of war.—=T have,
&e.,

J. 1. STEWART LOCKHART, -deting Colonial Seerctary.
The Seeretary, CHTAMBER OF COMMERCE,

&, ey &e.

! ’ ( Copy of Telegram.)
Tokto, 17th August, 1894,
ay and Nagasuki Iarbour.

« Torpedoes are being laid down in Tokio B
Signal for pilot three hlasts

« Vessels will be met at enteance by pilot boat.

« with steam whistle and hoist flag M of international eode.  No vessels to

« onter between sunset and gunrise. The above comes into foree at noon,
“ 22nd instant.
“PAGET,”

¢ Goveryon., Hovekona.”
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No. 1,593 ; 5
: No. 1,593, CoOLONIAL SECRETARY'S OFFICE,
: Hoxekroxe, 21st August, 1394,

Si,——I am diveeted tH transmit for thz information of the Chamber

~ of Commerce the enclosed eopy of a letter from the Consul at Canton.—-I

Thave, &e.,

J. 1L STEWART LOCKIUIART, Aecting Colonial Secretary.

s T, e
Lhe Secretary, Ciaxnzr or Convere,

e e, Se.

xe oo N .
No. 76, 1. B. M, CONSULATE,

Canroxn, 18th August, 1894,

Sir,—I have the honour to inform you that I have received a despateh

AT : ok
the Chinase Superintendent of Customs givinz mz notice that the

mese Govornment has issnxl instraetions peohibiting pilots on the coast

A . o
" ootN I s oQnp 2 vy H
p““la their services to JiLi)‘l.llCdC assels.  Auy P2rson ']Ilfl'ill"il’]g this
o X ) X 3

o = T A e . 0 3
will be liable to punishment, and will have his pilotaze ceriificate ean-,

- have, &,

BYRON BRENAN, Consul.

Ilonourable Toe CoroNian SEerETARY,

IHoxaroN:,

H. B. M. CoxsurnaTe,
Caxrox, 31st August, 1894,

.—I have the honour to inform you that the Canton Lekin Office has

otice to Chinese merchan(s forbidding them to import merchandize

corigin,  Theobject of thix meagure, it is explained in the proclama«

0 P};ef\'cnt Chinese moacy flowing to Japan. Az contracts mayv have

ﬁ.'-.‘lt ) Javrflo e 1
s ctore the declaration of war, and mouey paid on aceount, a period

days i allywed before the prohibition will come into foree (17th

i but ab the expiration of this time it is announeed that all Japans

mpovted by Chinese merchants, will e confiseatel,




o
R

i

I
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The proclamation does not purport to b published under the authority

of the Peking Government or of the Vieeroy, but appears to have been issuceid
on the responsibility of the Lekin Ottice. _
As the proclamation is addresse:l to Chinese merchants ouly, and has

not Leen communicatel to me officially, T have not taken any notice of it.

The German Consul wrote to eaquire of the Vieeroy whether the proclama-

tion had been publishel by anthority s awl in the reply ITis Exeellency
atated that the prohibition did not a
igners would not he interferel with unless

flect foreign merchants, and that the

importation of merchandize by fore
o1 have, &e.,

BYRON BRENAN, Cousul.

instruetions were reecived [rom PPekin

The Honourable Tue CoLoNial SECRETARY,
IToNGRONG.

11. BB, M., CON=ULATE,
Caxtoy, orl September, 189 L
<t ultimo, I have the honour to inform
ekin Office it iz explained that

Japanesd origin,

Sti,—Referring to my letter of &
vou that in a fnrther nolice issued by the |
the prohibition to import merehandize from Japan, or of
applics only to Chinese dealers.

The prohibition does not
may be imported without restriction,—1 have, &e.,

BYRON BRENAN. Consul.

apply to coal or rice from Japan, both these

The Honowable Tig CoLoNiaL SECRETARY,
IToNGRONG.

No. 82. 11. 13, M. CoNaULATE,
Canrox, 29th September, 1894
Siit,—L have the howure to inform: you that 1 have to-day received

note from the Vieeroy in which Le states that in ¢
cen China and Jupan, Chinese men-of war will

onsequence of the state “of

lLostilitics now exizting betw

e stationed af the Bogne to search vessels passing in, and I an requested to

1o shipmastcrs that they must stop on approaching these vessels

give notice
night.”

of war ©which will flv a flac by day aind show o lantern at

H.

I have replic : Vieeroy
ave replicd to the Viceroy that T must have more precise information

about these signals before T ean comply with his request

B e Pt it

I'he Viceroy further states that if any persons are found on board whom
there 15 veason to suspect, they will he removed and gent to Canton for

- - l : :
examination.

JLVE War : ‘leerov ; 3 i
I have warned the Viceroy of the very serious consequences whicli such

a :]_!l'()c_B(.'liillg will entail.—TI have, &e,,

BYRON BRENAN, Consul.
The Honourable T Conosian SEererany

HHovGRoNG,

No. 83,

o II. B. M. CoNscrate,

: g, Caxroy, Ist October, 1894,
Siz,—Relerving to my letter of the 29th ultimo, T have the honour to

nform you that the Viecroy has = S0 espatell o * MOre
L y i v ohas =ent me a seeo sspate ivi

se finformation respecting the guaed boat which is to be stationed at the

gy o ‘
ned at the Bogue, and that she will show a square red flag at the fore
e

cand three red lights Ly night. Al inward bound vessels on ap-
ronching the clnlan ave rvequirel to stop in order that they mayv be hoarded

consudered neecessury,

The place where the Anlun will lie is oi : :
™ ¢ is given in Chinese as Y
Kok Hau Mun).— I have, &o., ese as d; ﬁ H F‘I

BYRON BRENAN, Consul.

onotable Tiue CoLoNiaL SECRETARY
STARY,

HoNGEONG.

H. B. M. CossuLate,
Caxrox, Ist Qctober, 1894
—Referri i , 5 ,
s—dieterring (o my letter of the 29th uliimo, I have the honour to
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Anfun will be stationeld at the Bogue,

merely stating that the wun-hoat
and that all inward bound vessels should stop in order that they may be
hoarded if necessary.

The Anfar will show a square red flag
ight.—I have, &e.,

BYRON BRENAN, Consul.

at the fore during the day, and

three red lights during the n

Commodore Boves, RN,
E S S e Emanuel.

——

Daxk DBUILDINGS,
1loxGRoNG, Srd October, 1894,
Dear Mr. Keswiek,—May I call your speeial attention to the notifica-
Evtraordinary issued last night and to ils
I have no doubt you bave scen it

al opinion may be of some

tion contained in the Guazette

possible conneetion= and consequences ?
and are taking netion alrendy, but perhaps a leg

help.
anton has notificd that in cousequencs of the existing

The Vieeroy of C
at the Boguetto scarch

Linese men-of-war will he gtationed

slate of hostilities €
masters are warned to stop and submit,

vessels passing in, anl ship-

First—There can he no vight of seaveh (s a war right) except for the

purposc of ascertaining the nationality of the vessel enteving, and that vo
hostile force iz ou bourd.

of *contraband of war,” as even

Second.— There can be no (uestion
OQutward

munitions of war Lowund into Canton could not be contraband.

hound if destined for Jupais then might be.
Third—The object of the senrch is clearly, 1 should think, with a

view to cuferee the fooiish order against the import of merchandize, &e., &e.

wlich in =o far as itis enforecable

from Japan,
y course by the Customs at Canton, iuside,

ships, can be enforced i ovdinar

fustend of by an offensive lostile seareh ontside.

. —Our Government should not permit any scareh, for any pur=

lowrt
ordinary way, except after informa-

pose, other than hy {lie Customs in the

tion 0% to the pregize objoets of the cearch, and in presence of a British officer.:

awainst foreigners and forcign |

Ififth.—\ forei an-of-war (English f i
if foreign man-of-war (English for choice) ought to be siationed
“on {he spot to concur in the search and check abuses,
93 H 1 3 i
I am afraid the Consul and the Governor have accepted and published

ihis Chinese notice without sufficient consideration, and that it will be

neeessary for the Chamber of Commerce to protest and appeat home.

" 3 -
The matter scems to me so important and likely to give rise to so many

complications that T have ventured to send you, as Chairman of the Chamber

of Commeree, this advice a ini . i
. : 1 e and opinion without waiting to be asked.—Yours,

x’

JNO. T, FRANCIS,

[ToNGREONG STaTiox,
9th October, 1894,

Sig,—-1 have just received the [ollowing from our Superintendent at

“Q Sy OTV N
8th.  From to-morrow port of Foochow closed to shipping.”
Ty

This consequently will come in foree to-day., T do not know whether

PR &
the “port” of Foochow ans £
D wochow means the Pagoda Anchovage, but no doubt vou

Qee'i’\'o official advices from there——I am, &o.,
WALTER JUDD, dlanager in China.

Tonourable

14 pia AT A 3 g
Tae Acring Coroxian Seererany, IHHovaroxa,

y, 1,987 COLONIAL SECRETARY'S QFFICE,

Hoxcxroxa, 9th Octobery 1894,

—1In eontinuation of my letter No. 1,982 of to-day’s date, 1 am
] ay's date,

to acquaint yon, for the information of the Chamber of Commerce

further eommunieation has been received from the Manager in China
=

* rjy = i . oo .
oint Telegraph Companies, intimativg that he has rveceived the

: further message from Foochow :—

“ All shipping will he done at Sharp Pealk.”

&e.,

‘J I, STEWART LOCKITART, deting Coloninl Secretary,
retary, CHAMBER oF COMMERCE, :
o &"-n &e., :_S'(.‘.
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Tokio, September 10th, 1594,
Sig,—1 Lave the Lonour to enclose, herewith, for your Lxeellency's
information translation of a wote from the Japanese Minister for Forcign
affairs in reply to an enguiry I made on behalf of the agent at Y okohama
of the Peninsular and Oriental Steam Navigation Company, stating that the
Japanese Crovernment consider lead, nsed in the manufacture of tea-hoxes,
ns contraband of war.—TI have, &e.,
I. L POER TRENCIL
s Execlleney Sir WirLiay Ronixsoy, K.CM.G., -
&e.. 8., de.

Turerian Misistry ror FOREIGN AFFains,
Toxio, September 8th, 1891
Sir,—1 have the honour to acknowledge reccipt of your note of to-day's
date requesting to be informed as soon as possible whether the Tmperial
Japancse Government consider lead for the manufacture of tea-hoxes con-
veyed to Shanghai, in China, on British merchant ships as conhaband of
war. In reply I have the honour to inform you that as this material has a
dircet and important eonnection with war, according to the way in “which it
is used, the Tmperial Government regarded it as contrabamnl of war.—I have,
&(‘.,
MUTSU MUNEMITSU.

Honomable P. Le Porr TreENc

Tokio, 27th Seprember, 1894,
Sii,—~With reference to my despateh of the 10th instaut, I have the
honour to inform your Excelleney that I have now reecived @ communien-
tion from the Japancse Government in whicl it ix gtated that the commodity
generally known ax “{ea-lead,” used for the lining of tea boxes, will not be
regarded as eontraband of war, provided it is destined for a port whence tea
i ordinarily exported,—T have, &,
P. Lr POER TRENCIL
Hix Excelleney Siv WiLnian RoniNsoy, K.CML.G,
§e., &, Je.

>
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COLONIAL SEcRETARY s OFFICE,
Moxawoxa, 16th October, 1894,

No. 2,041.

Sir,——With reference to GGovernment Notifieation No. 8T8 of the 15tk

instant, I am direetel to stat: for the information of the Chamber of Com-

merce that information has been received from Iler Majestv's Consul at

Canton, thut torpedoes have Dheen put down near the Bogue and that pilots

Lave heen appointed to take vessels in and out through the Bogue passage.——
; JLEN

I have, &e.,

Jo L STEWART LOCKILART, Aeting Colonial Secietuary.

Fhe Secretary, Crsvnr or CoMMERCE,

ge., J‘r’., &e.

CANTON DISTRICT.

LOCAL NOTICLE TO MARINERS,
N O A1,

» Torrevors v e Casrox River.

Notice has boen received from [is Excelleney  the Vieeroy  that

does have been laid in the Canton River, and that the buoyvs marking

these will be removed ina day or two.

Li-coming vessels will be required to stop at Chuen Pee and oul-

oing vesscls at the Collinson Reach Bridge or Whampon for examination

men-of-war stationed ar these places and also to obtain pilots.

he pilats e aequaiuted with the torpedo pozitions and are providel

rtificates, but if in spite of the presence of pilor on board any aceident

happen to a vessel, the Government of China will not be responsibl.:,

following are the pilotave fees for the trip up and down thronzh

Lo positions :

mers teading regularly between Canton and ITongkong & 8.0
BRERUTONCT GE DO UOWIIEY 0saveesscistinnasasmivissmsansnnd @300

e - 1= trw vy iy ity o LR 510
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The pilotaze fees are (o be paid to the Hurbour Master on each vessel's

arrival.
J. II. MAY,
HHarbour Master.

APPROVED,
. 5. B. DREW, Commissioner of Custons.
‘ Crsron Hovse, Cavtoy, 13th October, 1894

CANTON DISTRICT.

LOCAL NOTICE TO MARINERS,
(! s No.. 50,

Torrepo Broys axp PILOT STATIONS Caxtox Rivenr.

Notice is lereby given that the buoys marking the Channel through
osition Lave been remsved, and the High Authorities have

the torpedo pos
decided on two pilot stations only ; Sam-pan Chow for vessels

bound inward and the other above the Wauntong Islunds for those bound out.

one below ¢

Masters are required to stop at these places for inspeetion and for pilots,

i and on no account to proeeed after dark.
I
i Every eave should be taken to go at the slowest rate nf speed, eonform-

able with gafety, through the Torpedo position.
J. I1. MAY,

Harvbonr Master.

APPROVED,
' 1. B. DREW,

Crsron Hovss,

Commissioncr of Customs.
(anrax, 16th October, 189 L

E.
Official Telegraph Code Vocabulary.
Hoxcrone, 4th Augnst, 1804,

-i'l Srr,— The undersigned herawith beg leave to call your attention to
L 3 the circalar which has Leen issued by the Eastarn Exteusion and Great
Northern Telegraph Companies to the effect that an official vocabulary is

[.(il ]
1%

being prepared and will be issued shortly, consistivg of about 200,000
words, the employment of which will become obligatory for all code m ess*’wes
~exchanged Letween stations in the Enropean system, z;fl-m- the ex iil"LLiO‘ - £
three years from the date of publication, p g

We are informe i i
B : informed that at home, the introduction of an official code is
megtmg with very strong opposition by the wercantile world, and that
protests are being raised agains s : i ‘
P ; ; g I against the same, through the medium of the
various Chanibers of Commerce,

Aceording to the cireular in question it is to be cxpected that, later on
G ’

this official vecabulary will also become compulsory for messaces exchanged
- D o , : 3 '- ’
‘mth the hzxat- and we beg Lo pomb out that this will cause considemble

odes:,_ comprising up to 300,000 words and more, will thus be 1cudered
actically useless, Not only will the rem.ndeiling of these private codes
very troublesome and expensive, Lut the cost of cabling will also Le
derably incrcascq, owing to the number of words co;luiucd in the
cial vocabulary being altogether insuflicient to fullil the veqnirements of
of the larger Lusiness tivins in the East.

We thmh that no time should be lost in joining the opposition, which
been l‘L!SM] al home against the proceeding of the Tel legraph Cmn’pa.mes
herefore beg leave to solivit the prowpt iatervention of the Ghambe,
 this matter and to snguest that a formal protest should be lodyed with
olonial Office or with the proper anthorities at home.—~We have, &e.,

MELCHERS & Co.,
ARNHOLD KARBERG & Co.

elary, Hoxcroxu Generan Cuasser or Commercy

xls v - v
SASTERN AND S0UTH AVRICAN TELEGRAPI Cosipavy, LiMiTrp
Grear Norrueny TeLEcrarin Coupasy.

n‘g':emcnt. was made at the Paris Conference of 1890 for the
_._B,m'c:m at Berne to prepare an’ official vocubulary of code
work is now approaching completion and it is expected that
havill consist of ahout 200,000 words will be issued shortly, :
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The words will be arranged alpbabetically aud will Le unumbered
cousceutively 000,000 to 200,000,
The employment of words taken from

all code messages exchang
f three years from the date of its

this vocabulary will become
obligatory for o belween stations in th(;
Furopean system alter the expiration ©
publication.

Ttis oexpected that the use of
for messages exchau

the words contained iu this vocabulary will
also Lbecome oblizatory ved with the extra-European
after the uext Conference.

system shovtly
the code vocabulary to the public at

Thege Companics propose to sell
amount to ecover freight.

cost price plus an
swobably be something between 10/~ and 15/- per copy.

The price will |
Orders for this book can be reedived at once.
SpaxcHAT GENeraL CHAMBEE OF CoMMERCE,
Suancuar, Srd August, 1894
ice of this Chawber that the

Sip,—It las been brought to the not
the East, within the next few

oduce to

"Telograph Companies intend to intr
the purpose of enforcing its general

years, their international code, for

v

use.
This Chamber inteuds to protest emphatically against any proceeding

of such a nature ou the part of the Telograph Companics, but before doing
so would like to kuow what steps, it any, your Chamber contemplates
tion in this matter would no doubt carry weight, aud I

ased to hear that your Chamber will co-operate with
appear to be advisable.—I am, &c.,
¢. M. DYCE, Chairman.

tuking as joint ac
shall therefore Le ple
this in any proccedings which may

The Chaivman, Cnayper o CoMMERCE, HoNGKONG.

CiaMBER oF COMMERCE,
SixcArorE, 21st September, 1894,
{he Commitice to forward you the

ast mail to the London
by a

Desx Sie,—1 am instructed by
of a letter which was addressed by 1
ommerce on the subjeet of the proposed introduction,
s, of an official vocabulary of code

cuclosed copy
Chawmber of C
Tederation of Telegraph Companuie

Words.
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I'he use of the words contained in this vocabulary will, to quote from

the circular issued u April last (copy enclosed), “hecome obligatory
for messazes exchanged with the extra-European system shortly after the
3 ‘ a5 T S . o
next Conference,” whi:h we learn is expected to meet in July 1895 : and it
v ¥k

wpears desivable therefor ime 1
appears desirable therefore to lose no time in taking measuves to represent’

the inconvenicuce and heavy expense to which the mereantile and baul ing
H H Y

commuuitics will be put if such a ch i
i put if such a change is allowed to take place.—Yours,
&ty

ALEX. J. GUNN, Secretury.

o Y i . -
B'hz Secretary, Honerons GrNerarn Coaneer or Commerce, HoNGRONG
, Hox z

UnamBer or COMMERCE,
Sincarore, 17th September, 1394.

(érqiy.)

= Sip,— At a mectivg of the Committee of the Chamber of Commerco
el 1 1
%dd on the Lith instaut, the subject of a circular recently issued by the

-!steru.' Telegraph Company, Limited, the Eastern Extension Australasia
o .,qh“m Telegraph Company, Limited, the BEastern and South African
legraph Company, Limited, and the West African Telegraph €

amited, was hrouzht under consideration, S, oA

B | i i
‘_T'l.b_a- imwediate object of the proposed change is nob specified in the
ar, bat it is understood to liave besn made with the view of

ying the transmission of international code telegrams.

The Committce of the Chamber regret that they cannot regard with
L . 3
ur the step meditated by the Telegraph Companies, on the grounds of
} --- . . : 2
he very scrious inconvenience and expense that may be entailed to

eantile, banking aud tradi i

_ g ading corporations by the co

fautil mpulsor

£ the new work., A dte
ﬂ“‘vl -. 3 . .

t]'le first place it will be observed that the code vocabulary contains
words, whereas existing books of a similar nature embrace at least

00 words i
e ;and the various figure codes at present so extensively used
le transactions throughout th i
e East are in wan
cases |
eater number. i e

the id i
.ac ?ccoml place the Committeo foresec that the compulsory
u ol the new system will nob only give rise to palpable incon
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venience but will entail a heavy expenditure upon many connected with
Eastern trade, as it will become necessary to recoustruct and repriut the
codes now in uso to suit the new vocabulary. Upon the existing Codes
an immensé amount of labour bas been spent and expense incurved. Year
by year such codes have been elaborated with the greatest care and
confirmed by the experience of a long period of time ; but by the introduc-
tion of the proposed vocabulary the present private codes will be rendered

to a large extent inoperative and nugatory.

Tt does not appear to the Commwittee that the great inconvenience oeea-

sioned Ly the change will in any way be redvessed by a corresponding
reduction in the cost of messages. On the contrary the suppression of
existing codes will lead, it is feared, to a considerable inerease in the cosb
of telegrams, as it may be difficult to bring the new code vocabulary into
Larmony with the modern exigencies of ordinary commercial transactions.

It appears therefore to the Committee of the Chamber that they
cannot quietly acquiesce in the proposed innovation and that it is their duty
in the interests of the commercial community to forward a strong remons-_
trance on the subject.

Iu their opinion the change is neither a wise nor a timely one, and
they earnestly trust that the London Chamber of Commerce will exert
their influence to vesist the proposed obligatory use of the new vocabulary
as contemplated by the Federation of the Telegraph Companies.—I have,

&e.,
ALEX. J. GUNN, Secietary.

Kexric B. Murray, BEsq,
Secrctary, LoNxpoN CHAMBER OF Commerce, Loxpox.
CuaMper oF COMMERCE,
Siscarons, 16th November, 1894.
Dear Sin,—Referring o my letter of 21st Scptember, on the subject
of the proposed new telegraph vocabulary, I now beg to encloze copy of the
reply, dated 19th ultimo, veecived by last mail from the London Chamber of

Commerce.——Y ours, &c.,

ALEX. J. GUNN, Seerctary.

The Sccretary,

Hoscrose Gexepar Ciravner or Couyzren, Hoxarosa,

>
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Bororen Hovsk, Easrcuear, Loxpoxw, [0,
Loxpox, 19th Oectober, 1891,
Desr Str,—Tam in receipt, by this moruing's mail, of vour letter of the
17eh September in regavd to the proposed new telegraph vocahulary.  This
proposal ix not. as you seem to think, one which emanates from the Telograph

Companies, but it originates with the International Counference of Giovern-

ments who direet their own telegraphie and postal departments, This

o . : X
Tuternational Conference, which met in the last instanee at Berne in Deeeom-

! _bcr 1893, has decided to recommend the adoption of a new voeaholary for

code purposes. The object of this voeahulary is to pravent the cmployment

cither of fictitions words or of sueh as do not exist in the recoenised
CeOgNs

Janguages.  This vocabulary, however, will at first ouly be applicd to Eu-

yopean offices and will not, I understand, entail any alteration of eodes

employed for cxtra-European markets until after a period of 3 vears

Morcover, the decision to make this change has heen adopted b the various

Powers composing the International Offices, and it is, I wnderstand, theretore

too late to entor g . i s
too late to enter any protest aguinst the change of system.  All that ean now

] one is 3 years' experi in I
be is to utilisz the § years' experience in Lurope so as fo ensure that

n the voeabulary eomes to apply to extra-European markets, it shall be

» ; : :
osed of the right kind of words and of a sufficient nnmber of these,

have represented to the Poxt Office that the 240,000 words of the pro-

i e Ty ooy o ik - ’
posed voeabulary is insuflicient for this purpose. We are asking the Post

Office to increase : s of wor 10, 118 i ili
ase that number of words and also, ax far as possible, ro utilise,

crably, sueh words as ar od in well-k “hi
ably, as are emploved in well-known eodes, such as White-

and Agars. I am afraid that it will be no use for vour Chamber to

se the adoption of the vocabulary as foreshadowed in vour letter of the

i September, but it will probably assist the Post Office in coming fo

nination if you now communicate with the postal authorities on the

of the action which we are taking.—Yours, &e.,

1 i 1 W ¥ &

; KENRIC B. MURRAY, Secretary.
Neeretary, ClAMNBER OF COMMERCE, SINGATORE,

Hoxckoxa GrxeEran CoadoeEr or COMMERCE,
Hoxcronag, 5th March, 1895,

! f-_-.—l-beg to hand vou the enclosed letter having reference to the new

teleeraph eodo vocabulary the use of which is to Lis made com-
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The letter was recently retuened after having been gigned o1

.

1 behalb

pulsory.
of various Chambers in China and Japan whose members coneur with this
(hamber in considering the proposal il advized.

The letter was written with the inlention of azking your kind serviees

in protesting against the enforeed wse of a code which will eause congiderable

losx and great inconvenience to many, but the subsequent reccipt of a copy of
vour letter to the Singapore Chamber of 19th October, conrteonsly forwarded
by that Chamber, describes the position different to what it was snpposed to

he and seems now to render it nnneccssary to frespass, N8 was intended, on

your kindness.
The letter is now forwarded only in fulfilment of tiie promise made 9

the other Chambers, but it may serve to illustrate the feeling entertained in

the Toast against what is considered an arhitrary measure.—1I amn, &e.,
I, IENDERSON., Seerctury.

Kexuie B, Murray, Esq.,
Seerctary, CHaypzEr or COMMERCE, Loxpox,
Honerose GENERAL Causer or COMMERCE,

Hoxeroxa, 20th September, 1894
1

tauding that the action of the Associnted Telegraph Com-

Si,— Undders
fituents the use of an official

panies in proposing to foree upon their cons
code voeabulary lias met with the strong disapproval of vour Chamber, and
that it has already taken, or is about to tuke ste
the undersigned ventre to
notice of the proper authoritics
would further ask the favour
opinions expressed.
- Represeuting
Companies we desire most emphatieally to protest a
of these Companies in proposing the enfor
of code words, now in course of pr
in a cirenlar,

Company, Limited, and G.
for all code messages exchanged hetween statio

become ohligatory
the expiration of three years from the date of

European system after

puhlieatiﬂn."

ps to resist such a proposal,

ask vour assistanee in Lringing this letter to the

, and if the contents mect with vour approval

of vour Chamber's yaluable aid in support of the

a large proportion of the eonstituents of the Telegraph

aainst the arbirmary action

cold use of an oflicinl voeabulary

eparation, the use of which, as set forth,

without date, hearing the names of the T L. A, & (. Telegraph
N. Telegraph Compauny of Copenhagen, “will
ns in the
it3

[.(iT ]
1.

The supporters of these Companics have, apparently, not heen eousulted
15 to the desirability or otherwise of the proposed change which secks to
thrust upon them a voeabulary which, so far as ix known, will possess no
speeial feature to reeommend it, and will be defeetive inasmuch as the number
of words is to be limitel to 209,009 aund is not suflicient for the requirements
of many firms whose codes are known to exeeed 300,000 words.

The adoption of the proposed vocabulary will necessitate the abandon-
ment of all eodes now in use, many of which have heen compiled at a great
expenditure of both time and money, and to vender these praclieally useless
would be doing o grave injustice to the owners.  This point does not seam to
have reccived the attention it deserves at the hands of the Telegraph Com-
panies, and it is very desivable it should he brought to their notiee with the
view of impressing upon them the urgent necessity of reconsidering a proposal
the earrying ont of which would canse serions loss and inconvenicnez o all
who avail of eodes for telegraphic communieations.

As the Companics offer no explanation in justification of sueh a drastic

change, and =cem to have eonsulted their own convenienee their motives can

only be conjectured ; Imt if, as has been snggested, they cousider the introduc-

tion of the new voeabulary would tend to lessen the chanees of mutilation, they
are mistaken if they think the mereantile commumity would not willingly
‘ineur the not very serious visk of mutiiation rather than be forced to diseard

their present coles,

B PTET A S . .

) Phe’nking vou in advanee for any assistanee your Chamber may e
pleased to afford ns in thi= matter,-=We remain, &e.,

For the MToxeroxa Gexepan Cuannser oF COMMERCE,
J.d. KESWICK, Chairmean,
Lor the TTaxgow Cioavpenr or CoMMERCE,
A, R, GREAYES, Chairman,
For the Caxtox Coavper or CoMMERCE.
HERBERT DENT, Chairinen.
For the Snaxciar Gexerar Cnauveee or CoMMERCF,
. C. M. DYCE, Chairman,

For the Yoxonanma GENEral CuHayBer oF COMMERCE,
JOIN LINDSLEY, Chairman.

Lor the Hioco axp Osaxa Ciaveer or CoMMEReE,

{1 IT. s, J. BROWNE, Chaivinan.

Lor the Trexrsry, GENERAL CraMper or COMMERCE,
LD. COUSINS, Chairman,
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(Copy.)
Gexeran Post OFFICE,

Loxpox, 14th February, 1895,

Sir,—I beg lenve to acknowledge the receipt of your lotter of the 8th:
ultimo giving the views of the Singapore Chamber of Commerce on the
subject of the official vecabulary fur code telegrams prepared in accord-
ance with the decision of the interuational telegraph conference of Paris,
and in reply to acquaint you, for the information of the Chawmber, that the
voeabulary in question has already been issued by the international telegraph
office at Berne and that its use will become obligatory for European code
telegrams on and from the Ist Janunary, 1898.

As regards extra-European messages, its use, thongh desirable, will he
optional.

The voeabulary contains 256,740 words, of which over 231,000 are

numbered, the remainder being supplementary words which can Le used
equally with the numhered words.  Although there may be codes in existence
containing more than that number of words, there is reason to believe that
the number given will suffice for all practical purposes, As, moreover, the
number of words which the vocabulary should contain was fixed by a decision

of the international telegraph conference, it is uot in the power of auy one
administration to enlarge the number.

I shonld add that, in compiling the code, the international telegraph
office was authorised to use any documents or ecodes which might be of
service to it, and the vocabulary doubtless contains many words to be found
in existing codes, so far as such words are telegraphically suitable.—T am,

&e.,
. G, HALL.

The Secyetuiy, CuAMBER OF ('OMMERCE,
SINGAPORE.

Tne Eastery EXTENSION, AUSTRATASIA AND CiiNa .

Trrecrara CoyMrany, LinMITED.

Sixgarons, 15th Maveh, 1893,
Si1r,—In continuation of our conversation on the subject of the intro-
duetion of the official code vocalulary published st Berne, T have received
reply from the Head Office of this Company to the following effeet ;—

[69 ]

STELEGRAMS.
Brerxe 1894,

N R 1o are g . .
No timz has been fixed for the compulsory introduction of this code
for extra-European telegrams.

The matter wili' he fully discussed at the nexi meeting of the Interna-
tional Telegraph Convention to be held st Bula- Pesth in 1893,

No veliable information can be given lefors then. The code is not

compulsory for Burepean telezrams uutil 1s Janunary, 1893,

Tt e suggested that meanwhile any protest the Chambers of Commerce

may like to make on the subject shonll he forwarded to the Tnternational

ON . T . :
Lelegraph Bureau, at Berae, in order that they may be laid hefore the Con-

aention.-—I am, &,

W. GRIGOR TAYLOR, General Manager,

U Serge .
he Necrctary (o the Cnxuner or Coly ERCE, SINGAPORE.

» —

Ciaseer or Coayencr,

» Nixcavons, dth April, 1893,

Sy, —1 have reccived your letter of 28th wliimo & acknowledging mine of

e
14th idem with enclosure of Lith February from the General Post Ofice
\ 3

E;mulmn, to the cffeet that the use of the voeahular v will be optional for

a-Enropenn messages,

A telegraphic reply on 151h Mareh, from the Telegraph Company

ndon (o their loenl office, states that the compulsory introduetion of the

wlary for extra- -Luropean wessages will he fully discussed at next
i cting of the International T'o legraph Convention at Buda-Pesth in 18985,

Ilu. ‘Tdlegraph Company passeld on the message to their Iougkong

ich, but From your lettor it does not appear to bave been communicated,

@f{n1‘n, enelose copy and leave you to advise Shaaghai, if you think

iy —Yours, &c.,

y Al J. (= LTNN, :S'(‘cr‘etﬂr‘y.
Seerctary, 1

Hoxewoxa Gevepar, Crivueer op Cowveres, Toxagoxa,
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Revigad Treaty between Great Britain and Japan.

HoxeEoNG GENERAL Crampir 0F COMMERCE,

4th December, 1894,

HONGRONG.

o bring to your notice the accompanying

sig,—-1 have the honour
(his Chawmber to the reeently ratified

w of a letter ealling the aitention of
ain and Japan br
¢ of import duiies on sugar which will very prejudicially affect the
Colony, and 1 wonld azk you to Le good enough to lay
in ovder that the question

coj

treaty between Greaf Brit inging into operation @ reviscd
seal
refining trade of this
fore His Excelleney the Governor

the letter be
has such an important he

dealt with, which
v b fully cousidered.

aring on our largest local

industry, m
tion is asked toras tw whether, while the

You will notice that informa
were reccived from Ier

consideration, any enguiries
effeet the new tarifl would likely have

¢ will be mueh obliged for any

azed to atford them.

treaty  was under
Majosty’s Government a3 to the
on the trade of this Colony, and the Committe
information on this point ITix Exeellency may be ple
a question =u intimately
and prospective trade of the Colony will appear
wrging it upon his careful

The Committee hope that the importanee of

coanected with the present

to iz Excellency a sufficient veason for their
ad if he will alopt any measures which he

consideration, and they will he ¢l
modifving the (arift proposals

mav desm most fikely 10 he sueeessful in
complained of.

Committes coneeive to be well worth the
wnment, who, as being interested in the
t ha glad to assist to the

The subjeet iz one which the
eareful consideration of the Gove

progress and prosperity ol Hongkong, will no doub
best of its power a frade which employs  greater amount of Jubour than any
reveaue of the Colony.—

other, and which in various ways contributes to the

1 have, &e.,
. IIENDERSON, Sccretary.

. STEWART LOCKITART,
Aeting Colonial Scerctary.

I'he Honowrable I 1

‘ ToxaxoNG, 30th November, 1894,
Si,—-1t is within the knowledge of your Chamber that a ne'\\' treat
hias |13£‘l.1 ratificd hetween Great Britain and Japan, anl the provisions of tlty*
ne.\\' r{frlll' appenided thereto are so prejudicial to the refined sugar trade n(:f
this Colony that it appears ro us Her Majesty’™s Government (':uld il o
kuowledge of the vast and inereasing int:*resrs’iu\'u]\'cl when eons “}“‘ !
the provisions referred to helow. * e
Up to the year 1883 the export of refined sugar to Japan from Hong-
kong was.ofa very limited nature, hut the geowth of the trade during the s “
cecding deeade has heen of n remarkable character, the expork inathc :2::
1893 probably amounting to somewhere between 7 i i
representing a value of u{:'er £I,0()3,00(:2&:]:::?" o i
Under the taritt which iz =till in foree in Japan this sugar has be

subjected to an import duty of 24 cents per picul or, say, at (.:u'reu;“ t) eril"
exchange, 8/9d4. per ton; under the new tariff an ad ml:):'cm duty « lfalf(})(:
will he imposed, which under Article 1 of the Protocol is within f:i\' ,1 tI/t
to be equverteld into a speeific duty on the basis of the medinm oé '“-:0" "
<hown by the Customs returns during the six ealendar months pr ld' ey
dute of the Protocol, viz,, 16th July, 1894 i
P 1 - ;

¥ That .I-Ier Majesty’s Government should have conceded the prineiple
uf tfl_'l.ll_:ﬂ'lllll\{__‘_‘ a duty base:dl upon the medinm value valing during a revipl
‘Hll‘.'blf.l'ul'_)' ad fixed period, appears to us most unforfunate :ml tl;l-f (:]‘S
Japanese Governmens should offer no ohjection to sueh a p;opowll \\"lill lzz

5!‘,&3“\] ¥ I' reemnt “'ll i thie ]U“ my '. ¢ls are o H Spler =t
A ll a p L (.(41 Cil [l b EUI iy j'l 05 are “II\LU mto eon ]1] atio
k -1l n::

I [l’ i W E 5 . e for r H .
R ﬂl ll 1ns that ”1(.' ]]l'li'(‘ 3 1 ur 1 1€ 31 ¥
1 lll a5 Cﬁ l bllcﬂl dnl'lllr t.l]g SN

onths previous to the date of the Pr i
date of the Protocol were higher than at any time in

¢ history i nd it f
. story of the trade, and it follows therefore that the duty will be caleu
ted upon an abuormally high value, which may probably, as far as we
ln ably, ¢ as we can

imate, veach £9 per pi eani ¥
timate, reach #9 per picul meaning a specifie duty of 90 eents per picul, or
¥ )

carrent rate of exehange, say, £
¢ of exehange, say, £1.12.9 per ton, against the present duty

9d. per i i
. per ton 3 it must e observed that this heavy daty will be absolutely

and wnaltevable for o peri
™ d wmalterable for o period of twelve vears, whatever the market value
ol the sugar nay be in the meantime.
2. Under isfi i
2. Under the existing rarill raw s i
. .custmg tarill raw sngar has been paying an import duty
].ﬂL & per picul or, at curvrent rate of exchange, 4 6d. per ton; a consi
e quantity S s i o o
(anfity of .-'umh sugar iz imported into Japan through Tlongkong
L} (o}



J.
from the Straits Scitlements, also British colonics, vet it is a remarkable fact

that no mention is made in the new tariff of any duty upon raw sugar, S0

that the Japanese Government has a free hand to impose a duty or not as it

pleases.

3 Tt is to be noted that hitherto the manufuctare of re
except for a «mall beet faetory in

has almost exclusively Dbeen

fined sugar in .

Japan hag heen practi ally non-existent,
the Hokkaido, and the supply of refincl sugar
Article 4 of the Protocol reads as follows i—

drawn from ITongkonz,
arties that, if

& Tt is understood Letween the two high contracting I’
an additional duty on the

s Japan think it necessury at any time to levy
n inereased

4 or maunfacture of rvefined sugar in Japan, a
amount may be levied on British refined

so long as such additional excise tax

# produetio
“cnstoms duty equivalent in
¢ gngar when imported into Japan,
¢ or inland duty continues o be raised.”

From the ferms of this article it is evident that the Japancse contem-

plate the introduetion of the manufacture of refined sugar upon an extended

geale, anl hence no Jdoubt the omission of raw sugar from the tariff,

the Japanese factorics will be hountied, as

beeause =0 long as it is free,
to extent of the duty levied upon refined

against those of Hongkong,

sugar imported, viz, €1, 12. 9 per ton.

1. Article 4 might be made also to operate merely as a means of levying

an additional duty on refined sugar from Hongkong, for there is nothing to

prevent the dapanesc (;overnment encouraging refineries under State subsidy

and imposing an excise tax cqual to such subvention, which tax would also

be levied upon the Hongkong sugars already hearing the initial duty of

£1.12. 9 per ton.  Under such conditions the Japanese refineries would be

paying no fax, while their Govermment would obtain the additional revenud

from imported sngars on which a heavy impost has already been laid.

W ihink the above facts make it perfoctiy clear that the interests of

the refinel suzar trade in Hongkong must be seriously affected by the
ad we shall bo greatly obliged if your Chamber
ITis Lxcelleney the Goveranor and ascertain
engiiries were received from
tariff woulil be likely

provisions of the treaty, a
will communieate our views to
whether, whilst it was under consideration, any
Her Majesty's Government as to the effect the new

o have on the trade of (his Colony,

o

[7 )
J.

Iu a letcer dated 16th August last, addressed to the China Association

by direction of Lord KIMBERLEY, it is stated that the commerecial eclanses

of the treaty had been dizcussed in concert with the Doard of Trade and

ihat no effort had been spared to seewre the interests of British trade. The

‘eapacity of the refineries here is not less than 325,000 tons of raw sngar
o

annnally of a vidue of £3,500,000; this, however, hy no means represents the

trade involved, as larg antitios ik : . ;
. as large quantities of coals, stores, &e. are imported in

conneetion with the business, which with the sugar imported aml exported
ageregate between 800,000 and 900,000 tons annually, while large sums ave

paid in wages to the Juropean and native workmen cmployed at the respeel-

ive factorics. It has been shown above that this most important industry

will be seriously prejudiced when the revised tariff comes into foree, and

the statement therefore that no efforts have been sparad fo secure the

interests of British trade appears to he irreconcilizble with the mainfest

indifference displayved towards the most important manunfacturing interests

of Hongkong,
We therefore Leg that your Chamber will take such steps as it may

deem most desivable to represcut in the proper guarter the discriminating

effect of the new freaty against the chiet industry of the Colony.—We

lave, &c.,

JARDINE, MATHESON & Co,

IexpERRON, Esq.,
A Secretary, IToxckonG GENERAL ('HAMBER or COMMERCE,

-' el 1 )
No. 2.362, COoLONIAL SECRETARY’s OFFICE,

L]
B 2 Hoxaroxe, 7th Decomber, 1894,
: 1r,~—1In reply to vour letter of the 4¢h instant, I am directed to
%‘iafe for the information of the Chamber of Commerce that no communi-
~eation was received from Her Majesty’s Government on the subject of the
:tariﬁ in the recently ratified treaty between Great Britaiu and Japan.
I am to add that His Excellency will forward copies of your letter and
enclosure to the Secretary of State by next mail for communication
Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs.—I have, &e.,
3 J. H, STEWART LOCKHART, Acting Colonial Secrefuiy.
Secrelary, CRAMBER 0or COMMERCE, ‘

_Ef.c'a c"'l".. (.S"r‘,
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Crrxa Svoanr Remmaya Coveasy, Livicen,
HoxckoxaG, 8th Mareh, 1893,

Drar Sie,—With relerence to onr letter of 30th November last, vegard-
ing the revised tariff on sngar appended t the treaty between Great Britain
and Japan, and to the Colonial Seeretary’s letter to yon of 7th December
last upon this sulbject, we ghall he glad to know if yon have received any
further eommunication from hin.

We understand that i Exeelleney the Governor communicated with
the Sceretary of State by the mail of the 12th December, so that theie has
heen time for a reply, and if none has heen reecived we shall he obliged hy
vour asking ITis Excelleney to he good enongh to telegraph for information,
as the questions involved are of the most vital importanee fo the principal
industry of the Colony —We arve, &e.,

JARDINE, MATIESON & Co., Geaeral Agents.
E. Ilexprrsox, Esq.,

Seerctary, Hoxakoxa GENERAL Coavoer or CoMMERCE,

Hovngxong GENERAL CHAMBER or COMMERCE,
Honakona, i1th March, 1895,

Str,—The Chamber addressel you on 4th December last handing copy
of a letter from Messrs, Jarping, Maruesox & Co., under date of 30th
November, with regard to the increased duly on refined sugar imported
into Japan, called for Ly the tariftf attached 1o the vevised treaty hetween
that country and Great Britain, and pointing out how adversels it would
affect one of the most important industries of the Colony.

In your reply of 7th December you were good enough to inform the
Chamber of His Excellency’s intention to forward the above letter, and ifs
cnelosure, by the next mail, to the Secretary of State for transmission to
the Foreign Office, and the Committee will feel much obliged if vou will
inform them whether any reply has been received.

If no reply has Leen received the Committes venture to suggest that
His Excellency should telegraph to enguire what is being done, and that he «
should reiterate the request that the subject shonld have earnest attention.
—1I have, &e,

I, HENDERSON, Secretaiy.
The Hono?rah]e J. H. Stewart ToCKHART,
Acting Cloloninl Secretayy.

=t
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CoLONIAL SECRETARY'S QFFICE,
[Moxeroxa, 11th March, 1595,
S, —=With referenec to my letter No, 2,362 of the Tth December Tast,
I am directed to transmit for the information of the Chamher of Commerece
the enclosed copies of eovrespondence which has passed between the Colonial
amd Foreign Office awthorities on the subject of the revised senle of duties

on sugar in the recently ratified treaty with Japan.
: 3

I am to request that you will b2 goold enongh to return the enclosures

to this letter at your convenience.—I have, &e.,
Jo L STEWART LOCKHART, Acting Colonial Sceretary.

The Scerctary, ToxakoxG GENERAL CHaMBER oF CoMMERCE.

Foreiay Orrice,
28th June, 1894,
Sip,—In continuation of the volume of confidentinl print already  com-

mnieated to you, containing the Japanese proposals for a revision of cur

treaties with Japan, I am directed by the Eanr or KiuseRLEY (o transmit

g J - - . 3
to you further papers, as marked in the margin, showing the progress which

8 been made in the negotiation, and to request the special attention of your

department to a question arizing cut of the tariff proposals of the Japancse

Clovernment.

It will e seen that the Japanese Government desire to exclude tle

importint item of sugar from the conventional tariff, the duties of which are

to be fixed by (reaty, and inelude it in the general or autonomous fariff.

L4 . . .
~ The retention of a free hand in respeet of sugar is a fundamental part

he Jﬂpal}'ese proposals, as explained in Visconnt Aoxi’s memorandum of
he 27th of December, 1893, (sce page 60 of confidential print volume already

ommunicated): but Lord KimMperLey is anxious, if possible, to safegnard

he interests of the Iongkong sugar refinervies, which are wuderstood to

their produce to Japan to the value of one million pounds a year, and

Lordship is prepared, should Lord Rirox so desire, to press for the inclu-

Esugar in the conventional tariff, or for some other arrangement in the
nierest of Iloﬂg’km]g, .




J.

Lord Komsrrey would wish, therefore, to ascertuin in the first instanee
what is the highest duty on refined sugar to which, in Lord Rirox's opinion,
it would be safe to assent.

Tu considering thix point it must be remembered that, in the Treaty

Revision Conference of 1882, at ‘Tokio, Sie H, ParkEs, representing Ier

Mujesty’s Government, eonsented (o a Japanese duty of 20 per ecnt. on re-

fined sugar: and that in the course of the later Conference of 1836 fo 1887,

1his rate of dufv was confirmad by the € fommereial Commiitee of the Confer-

cnee. The eonelusions reached by the two Conferenees, in vespeet of the pro-

posed dapanese fariff, were acecpred by Her Majesty's Government and sub-

sequently constituted Lonl SALIssuRy’s tarill proposals of 1890,

An alternative proposal might be made il Lord Rivox should  prefer

that course, by requesting the insertion of an article in the treaty in the sense

of Article IX, paragraph 1, of the Treaty of Commerce hetween Great Britain

and France of January 25rd of 1860, namely, to the effeet thai a minimum

duty of ten per eent. he aoveed fo in respeet of refined sugar, on the nmlm-

standing that, il it should become neeessary 1o esty ablizl an exeise (ax m in=-

land duty npon refined sugar, an additional duty equivalent to the exeize may
he immediately leviable on the imported article. ;

Lord Kisserney would be glad to learn the views of your deparvtment
on these points with the least poszible delay.——1 am, &e,,

FRANCIS DERTILL

Secrclory QI' Ntale,

‘The Uinder
Cornoxi OrFFice,

DowNING STREET,
20¢h June, 188944

Sii,—] i diveeted by the Manguess oF Rirox 1o acknowledge the
receipt of your letier of the 28¢h instant regarding the negotintions for a re-
vision of the Japanese treatics, and the possible elfeet on the interests of the
Iongkong sugar refinerics, if sugar were omitted from the conventional tarift
under the new treaty as proposed hy the Japanese Giovernment.

J.

In veply T am (9 requzst you to inform the Eave or Kierrey that

Loed Rivox would he glad if it were foundl passible to obfain the insertion
of an article in the treaty, to the eficet that an import duty not execeeding
ten per cent, shonld be charged on refined sugar, on the understanding  that
if it should heeome necessary to establish an excise tax or inlamd duty upon
refined suwzar a further import duty equivalent to sneh exeize duty may e

Jevied in addition to the normal ten per cout.—1T am, &e.,
EDWARD FAIRFIELD.

The Cuder Seeretuary,
Foreix Ovries,

Dowxsineg Strect,
15th January, 18935,

Sie,—With refercnce to your letter of the 21st ultimo forwarding copics

of the treaty with Japan, I am direeted h;v Marovess or Rivox (o transmit

fo voup to he Luid belore the Earn or Kowerney, the enelosedl copy ol a

~despateh from the Governor of [Tongkong, respecting the duty fo he levied

‘Qﬂ"l?t_’:ﬁl]tﬁ{[ sugar under that treaty.

Lord Riroy proposes, with Lovd KivperLey's concurrenee, (o forward

the Governor for communication to Messr<, Jarmise, Marnesox & o,

s of vour letter of 28th June Tast, and of the letrer rom (his departiment

of 20th June, on the subject of the propozed inelusion of refined sngar in the

ff; at the same time pointing out tlml' the letter of 29t June was written
cr eonsultation with Mr. War, Keswick, a pariner of the firm of Javdine,
atheson and Company.

1 am, however, to engnire whether the supplementary convention referred
1o in Clause T of the Protocol to the treaty has vet been coneluded, and what,

wer should, in Lord KiMBERLEY s opinion, be returned (o thie eriticism,

ontained in the enelosed docnments, as to the special aud probably unforescen

ct of that clanse, owing to the abnormally high prices that raled during the

il of six months prior to July last.—I am, &e..

. JOIN BRAMSTON,
v Seeretury of State,
Forpiax Orece,
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Foreicy OrrIce,
4th February, 1895,
Sii,—1 laid before the Eann or KiMBERLEY your letter of the 15th
nltimo forwarding & despateh and enclosures from the Governor of ITong-

konz with regard to the duty on refined sugar speeificd in the it attached

to the treaty recently coneluded with Japan.

I am diveeted by his Lordship to siate that he concurs in the MarQUEss

or Itirox’s proposal to fransmit to the Governor, for eommunication to
Messrs, Jarping, Matiesox & Co,, the letters on the subject which passed
between thix department and the Colonial Office on the 28th and 29th of

June lust, pointing out at the same time that the latter was written after

consultation with Mr. Wirtian Keswick, a partuer in Messrs. JARDINE'S

firm.

I am to suggest that Sic WiLLiasr Ropinsox should also be informed

that the duties on sugar to he levied under the new tariff will he subject to

the most favourad nation article of the treaty. Moreover, if the Japancse

Government should levy an excise tax on refined sngar, and give it Back by
way of bounty, it would be open to Her Majesty’s Government to contend
that it was not levied at all, aud so that extra import duties could not be
imposed.  The Japanese Government liave, however, by the new treaty a
right, as they have by the old treatics, to give a bounty if no exeise is levied.

The supplementary convention yeferred to in Article 1 of the Protocol
has not ver beea coneluded, the Timit of time for negotinting having been

extended by agreement with the Japanese Govermment for =ix months, {hat

is, until the 16th of July next.

As regards the question raised by Messvs, JARDINE, Miaruesox & Co.
relative to the price of ngar having heen execeptionally high during the six
months preceding the treaty, Lam to cneloze a statement showing that Ing-
lich prices, which mainly govern the world's prices, so far from heing high

were abnormally Tow, only two years ont of the sixtecu quoted having been

below those of the fivst half of 1894, It is true that for the last six months

of 1894, (i.e., after the treaty was signed) the prices were still lower, but
that does not affeet the argument. It iy also true that the silver prices of
sugar were higher owing to the low price of silver, but this is a scparate

question.

[’Tfl ]
dJ.

With reference to the ealenlation that the vate of ten per cent. ad valorem

on refined sugar would mean a speeific duty of ninety conts per pieul, T am
to forward the eneclosed tables of Cus o diitics i S
CR el i (£ l-latom.‘: dities on sugar in European
conntrics and the United States, and in Rritish passessions.  These tables
> 255 S 5 i
show that the Japanesc duty i
; f ] ancsc duty on rvetined suzar so far fr i i
. i 3] A 1zar so far from being exorbitant
as compare | with the rates levied in forcign countries is quite the contrary
Even if the duty of ten per cent. ad valorem hecomos ninety cents per picul
o 2l | The 1 4
or about one and sixpenes per hundred weight, this rate may bhe countrasted
with dutics of frequently ten timzs that amount.  Takine the Colonies al 0
.. . 4 o S0y
it will be seen that considerably more than half those enumarated have rates
much higher than the Japanese duty,
A provizion for preventing Japan from taking off the duties from raw
sugar unless the refined sugar daties were also reduced would have been most

amsual, and it would have been necessary to press for provisions in regard
(=}

{o proportionate dutie= hetween var issues, pig i 1
prop: cen yarns and tissues, pie ivon and iron wares,

‘and any other hall made and fully manufactured artieles.—I am, &e
eyt 1)
| 2 FRANCIS BERTIE
The Under Secrctary of State, :
Foreiax OrrIce.

>

=K.
Insanitary Condition of Hongkong.

IloxaroNG GENERAL CHAMBER OF CouMERCE,
IHoxGroNG, 19th October, 1894,
Sti,—The Committec of this Chamber, in their capacity as represent

es of the commercial interests of this Colony, deem it their duty as well as

privilege to address to your Excelleney some observations on the recent

Il Sa g . . 3 .
le visitation of disease, which had such alarmingly fatal results, and
& A !

ich for some months so extensively disorganized the normal trade of the

’1]15- Comittee gladly recognize the promptitude and the cnergy with

¢ Government, when the presence of the epidemic had onee heen

1'.f:em0113tmtetl, set to work to ropress the ontbreak, and guatefully nek-
iedee thie devotion and sclf-sacrifice of the Military, Navy and Volun-
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this important work.

< their belief that these gallant efforts
in stamping out the

teers, who lent their valuable aid in 1t s with no
little satisfaction the Commitlee expre
at length been erowned with a complete suceess
whieh they sineerely hope may not appear agaiu.
the ufter derangement

have
plague,
Tn view,

of the husiness of the port, involving
ot sot-hack to the prosperity of the

ial blowa dealt it by the

however, of the Tamentable loss of life,
cnormois loss and inconvenicnie 10

those engaged thercin, and the se
Colony not yet recovered from the severe finane
disloeation of exchange, aud the long period of depression following the
unsound speenlative poliey of a few yeurs ngo, it now hegomes important (0o

engquire how far thie last and erowning disaster was due fo preventible canzes,
to whom should be apportioned the Dlame

v the Committee are actuated by adesire

and, if so, anid the responsibility.

Tn cmbarking on such an engir
otiee and attention some Faets wd suggestions
petiation of o faulty and prefunctory

ast crrors or possible perseverance in at policy of “drift™

to bring to your Toxeclleney ™

thereon that may serve to prevent the per

system, repetition of p
. g

tation ol the City of Vieloria was far from sntis-

aro. iz only just fo

and proc:'astinutiun. _

The fact that the sani
factory was officially recognized some fifteen years
ntion had heen earncstly called

say that, long prior to sueh 1
by the Colonial Surgcon, Dr. Avnes, Lo the ever-inereasing gaturation of the

ceognition, ntto

soil by sewagze, owing (o bad deainage, and he predicted the calamity which
ace, if the evil were not abated,
1g danger took any conerete

has now taken pl It was not, however, nutil
1881 that the official recognition of the impendi
form, when Mr. OspERT CILADWICK Wi commissioned {o make a report on
Colony, and in the following vear the conclusions of thix

the sanitation of the
tary of State for the Colonics in some €X-

espert were given to the Seere
Lord KiuperLEY, when forwarding these re
W. 11, Marsn)

Laustive reports. ports caly
" in 1883 to the Officer
th puragraph of his covering despateh =
is that immediate

Administering the Government (1Ton.

yemarked in the four
« \What appears to me 9 be most urgent

s gteps should be taken to organize and eunforce a thorough house

1o house and sireet to street ervico for the removal of night-zoil,

« garbage, ashes, liouse sweepings, anil rubbish of every sort.”
Soon after the receipt of Mr. CIADWICK s reports Me. Marsu appointed

a permancnt Sanitary Doard 1o supervise and control the practical san-

el

[s1]
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ution of y v h ]
tation of the Colony. I'he Board eonsizted of ihe Surveyor CGencral, the
Regiztrar General ! inl S i : i
A nﬁ ; o and the Colonial Snrgeon, with a sanitary inspeetor and
Stalt, y .

Amendment Oedinanee ’

Three months laier a Bill entitlel “ The Order and Cleanliness

Y
Section

. was passed by the Legixlative Council
i1 of this Ordinane ; :
; wee empowerad the Governor sonsii
e e .] ' rovernor to constitute « permancnt
. Y i, consisting of the offieial members above named, and two

other wcnofliciul meomhers appoint
i (dmembers to he appointed by the Governor.  Scetion 111

o ‘; Y 1 Qauy . a b e {
oave powers to fueh Sanitary Board to abate overcrowding or filth, while
o ] 4

section [V, confern Jonr i
red on the Board aunthority to enter and inspeet houses

In 1886 Mr. AL P AMaceBEwex and Dre. P Mavsox were appoinied by the

.(\“l)\"i.'l'llﬂl' the firs el " i -
N =t unoflicial memberz of the ;'EHIH{II'.\_' Board. The mecetings
S L.

of the Board as then ecnsritutel were held in private, and little was known

of their work and progress, hut it ix cevtain they were usefully emploved
and made recommenidations coneerning the Pablic ITealth Ui‘(!illlﬂ.ll('(’ \\'I.;icl,
avas el a fivst time in the Legislative Couneil on the Geh May, 1887 'l'hi:
Tiighly important and greatly needed enactiment, which after a long disenssion
Awas daly passed, seni to the Seevetary of State and approved by Hir Ma"e‘«\t
contating all the powers neeessary (o sceure the proper uminimlinnl olf hllfr:
y. . i ) - . z ;
:(_)t\ ’B‘\ it 1the Sanitary Board is authorized to make hye-laws respeet-
) Proper constenetion, trapping, ventilating sl maintaining of
private honse drains, s
. (/) Cleansing, lime washing, and proper sanitary maiutenance of
all premizes in the Colony,
(¢} Clasing of premizes unfit for hmman habitation and the prohi-
bition of their use as sneh. :
() Preveution of overcrowding in premises, &, Nuizanec
(e} Defecrive deains, want of light and \'enlil:zt‘inu, and acenmula-
‘ tion of house refuse, dirt or any imwholezome matter.
£4) Any act, omission, or thing which is or may be dangerons to
life or injurious to hiealth or properiy. '

The Board may adthovize any officer to enter and inspect pre-
mises on rensonable presumption of the existence of a nuis-
ance, after lapso of six hours from giving notice to oceupier,

I nuisance is not abated proviso is made for punishment by

Magistrate.
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Drains.—The Board may require rveconstraction ol deleetive house

drains and may inspeet premises if they believe drains to be defeetive.

Overcrowding.—Less than 300 cubie feet of elear internal space for
cach adalt shall he eonsidered a nuisance, and proceedings for its abatement
he taken.

In order the hetter to give effcet to the Public ITealth Ordinance, the
Governor (Sir G, Wrtrtam Des Vaerx) reconstituted the Sdnitary Board,
materially inereasing the nnofficial element, andl giving the ratepayers the
privilege of electing two gentlemen as their own immediate representatives.
Unoflicial members appointed and elected on the T1ih June, 1888, were as

follows :—

Messrs, Wona Suise, \
Janes CANTLIE, {
N.J. Eve, \
IIo Kar, )
J. J. Fraxcs,
J. D, Ih'.urum:r.c.}

Appointed,

Fleeted.,

On the reconstruction of the Board it was provided that its meetings
should be held in publie, and the proceedings have accordingly heen regularly
reported in the press.

Irom what is above stated it will be apparent that the newly formed
Sanitary Board was armed with very ample powers, and that it entered upon
its period of office with the full knowledge of the urgent importance of
effectively scavenging the City.  Although this was the ease it would <cem
that this department of the Boards work was mever performed in the
thorongh manner which was absolutely nceessary, for the state of Taiping-
shan at the outhreak of the plague, so far as the accumulation of garbage
and filth iz coneerned, eould not have marked an improvement on the eon-

dition deseribed by Mr. Cianpwick in 1881,

The wuch needed hye-laws for regulating the sanitary coudition of com-
mon lodging honses were not made by the Board until 1891, and when these
were approved by the Legislotive Couneil in May of that year, the date of
their coming into operation was, at the instance of the Board, deferred 1o

e following vear, It is alleged that representations on behalf of the

(‘hincse in opposition 1o the provisions of the Publie Health Ordinance
against overcrowding and the possible interference with trade which would
be cansed by more active interference on their part, mainly influenced both
the Board and the Government in this postponement of the operation of the
bye-laws in questioi.  Nor, on the expiration of the stipulated period of
suspension, was the Board fonnd less averse to the assumption of the
_l'esponsihi]it-_\" of delaying the cuforcement of it owu regulations agnipst
overcrowding, for at itx vequest the date of the operation of these hye-laws
was again deferved by the Legiziative Conneil with what vesult this policy
has heen attended youwr Excelleney is, unhappily, ouly too well acquainted,
The responsibility for this failure to earry out one of the most essential
requivements of the Publie Iealth Ordinanee scems to he divided hetween

the Sanitary Board and the Government.

The legislative steps would seem to have heen wisely taken but they
were allowed (o [all into abevance by a lack of prompt adminiztrative and

subordinate action.

It bas generally been understood aud there is good reason for believing
the statement, that the Sanitary Board has been well served hy its inspectors
who hase not failed to report npon the insanitary condition of the Cliry, and
therefore the Committee do not wish it 1o be supposed that they imply any
censure of these inspectors.  Indeed, it has been frequently stated—and the
Commitice pray vour Excelleney to investigale the statement—that the
Sanitary Bourd Lad numerous reports and complaints in reference to sanitary
matters.  In the interests of the publie this allegation ghonld, in the opinion
of the Chamber, be thoroughly sifted, aud information be afforded to the

public as to what action was taken by the Board in eanch case hronght to

itz notiee,

- With r]vg:wd to the deainage of the City, there iz a wide-spread helicf—
but the Chamber has no means of verifving it——that the scheme, as drawn
up by Mr. Osperr Coapwics, endorsed by Mr. J. M. Price, the late
',ln'-\"e}'or Geneval, and approved by the Governmeut, has not been earried
on the original lines, and that the separate sysiem har been more gene-
¥ applied than was intended : npon this point it is desirable that the
should be thoronghly enlightened. In December, 1890, the unofficial

of the Legislative Couneil, in a memorandum regarding the esti-
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mates for Public Works Extrwordinary for 1891, sounded a note of warning

on this subject to the following effect i——

«We do not feel satisfied that the enormons expenditure of

2982 500, already voted, on the sewerage of Victoria was a desir-

«able one to ineur, but as the work has heen commenced and has

¢ therefore to be gone on with, we do not disapprove of the deeision

“ of Government to sanetion and earry out Mr, OSBERT CHADWICK S

“ proposals and plansg, bnt we are now of opinion that it wounld

“lave been betrer when sueh decision was approved of hy the

¢ Council that it should have been arvived af in such & manner as

“ would have gunarded against any pos<ibility of any changes in and

# departures from these plans by a change of offieers.™

In the opinion of the Committee, before adopting the separate system
of drainage for the Chinese town, the views of experienced resident engineers,
familiar with the habits of the Chinese, onght to have heen aseertained. Tt
is a very debatable question whether the system ¢an be satizfaetorily availed
of for the densely packe:d distriets of the native town, and however execllent
it may be in an Turopean, it iz al least, open to scrions doubt whether it is

safely applieable to n Chinese city,

Having rvegard to the foregoing the Committee of this Chamber are
unhesitatingly of opinion that, whilst it ix almost certain the plague was
introduced from the neighbouring provinee, it was only in consequence of the

insanitary coudition of thix City that it was able to germinate and to hecome

an unparalleled disasicr, and thar, therefore, it was due to preventible eanses.
The neglect of all effective sanitary measuves throughout a period of years,
and in the face of econtinnons and repeated protest, makes it abuudantly

manifest that there has been no effective alministrative sanitary system

in this Colony.

"The Committec's exense for addressing yomr Fxeclleney at sueh length

is the vast importanee of the subjeet.—1 have, &e..

JoJd. KESWICK, Chaivman,

To iz Execlleney St Witnia Ropixsoy, K.CM.G,
&, Wy Lo,

[ ]
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Ao, 2.094. CoLoxian SEcrErary’s Orrice,
Hoxerosa, 24th October, 1894,
Si——L am direeteld to acknowledge the reecipt of your letier of the
19¢h instant, and in reply to inform vou that ihe matier of the constitution
of the Sanitary Board is uwder the consideiation of (e Government,—-
I have, &e.,

JLSTEWART LOCKUART. deting Colonial Secretary.

The Honouralle J. J. Krswics,
Chairmen, Cnansir or CoMyeRc,

‘_\‘L'., .\'f’., J’f'_

..

Suggested reconstruction of the Gap Rock
5 Lighthouse.

Hoxarkong Greseran Coavicer or CoMVERCE,
’ HoxaroxeG, 16th Mareh, 1895,
Str,—I am dirceted (o acknowleldge the reecipt of your despaich of the
sud nltimo addressed to Mr. McCoxaenie enclosing eopies of o report hy

g, Coone Sox and Marrirews ou the Gap Rock Lighthouse,

As requested ihe report has been submitted to the Commitiee of the

£ ” u ‘4 - - g "
imber of Commerce who will at an carly date transmit to vou their views
. ¥ *

thercon, but ia the meanwhile T am requestel to ask you to he goold enongh

furnish me for theiv infornmtion with the eirenmstanees under which Mr.
WS was inyited (o come to TTongkong Tor the specific purpose of

ing Gu the lizhthouse,

TR 9 7 : 0
Fhe face of it having been considered neeessaty o summon  Mr
LEWs at great expensc implics that there was an opinion obtained locally
b the lighthouse was inseeure, and as there iz nothing whatever in M.

Ma CNOrT S i i
report suggcsting that there is any structural weakness in the

fice, the Committce of the Chamber would be glad to be farnished with

st opinion, or report, proyieusls obitained,
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[ have been instrueted to make a préces ol the correspondence with the
Government on the subjeet of the lighthouse for some years past =0 a3
clearly to define the position, and as the condemuation of the work is mainly

e to the site on which the am to ask

lizhthousc Lias been crected, T

coultin
eted by Mr. Price who, it i3 understood,

whether it is thoe same ds Wis sele
tor a lighthouse to Lo erected thereon.

Joft complete plans
asked for, the Committee

When in possession of the full information wow

of this Chamber will lose no time in going fully into the whole subject, and
will furnish you with their views w
I am dirceted to say thae the ¢
ommittee appointed by His

ithout loss of time.

Iu conclusion, ommittes of the Chamber
would have been pleased had the Permanent G
Exeelleney last year (to consult with the IHarbour M
ters) been invited to confer with Mr. MATTHEWS, ds all eXpre
en of value to the Chamber in considering the very

and T am reguested to point out

aster in important mat-
ssion of their

views would have be
important question now submitted to them,

ineies whicl have avisen iu the Committee have not yet heen

that the vaes
filled up.

Awaiting the reccipt of the informa
. &(!.,

1. HENDERSON, Secretary.

tion above solieited, alter reeciving

whieh I will again address }'nu.-—l have

The Honourable

J.TL Srewart Lovknae, Adeting Colonial Secrctary.

No.
HONGRONG,
Reront 5y Missgs. COODE Sox & MAortnews oN THE

Gar Rock Licurinorse.
e

Laid before the Legisladie: Council by Command of

Iis Eveelleney the (Forernor.

Hoxcroxa, 10t January, 1805,

\ GAP ROUK LIGHTIOUSE,

91st November last, Mr. MarTHEWS, who was ab that
ssional business at Colombo, was informed by the
the CGtovernor of thav

Sir,—Oun the

time engaged on profe
Colonial Seerctary of Ceylon that His Lxcellency

,_.
les
L R
=

.

= b5
Colony had reccived a cablegram from His Excelleucy the Governor of
4N i 1 '. ¥ 1 ; :
I-'Imubkong, enquiring if he (Mr. Marraews) could visit the last named
- 2 Ay e . y ¥
Colony for the purpose of inspecting the Gap Rock Lichthouse
a ;

2. Upon subsequently ascertaining that snch an investigation would |
practicable, having regavd to other cngagements 1}1'cviuu:1‘v ﬁ'“10f‘ b
Cape Colony, Mr. Marruews left Colombo on 19t Hhi:im ;QL ) i
HQDgROUg on lIst instant, where he was met by the ])irect,or“;v;]% E?h
Works, who Lindly furnished plans and veports vgivinrr full nrt‘i)= I,u,fh‘;
the Gap Rock Lighthouse and the works in conunection c;hcre':';th Tl o

3. Iuspection of Gap Rock.--After perusing the last named papers
Mr. Marruews, accompanied by the Dirvector of Public Works mll'llthb
Havbour Master, visited the Gap Rock ou 8rd instaut, and very ¢ ':f llc
_gxmniued the existing Tower with its lantern and il-l.'p’zu‘ntn‘s 'uzd “'11" u]y
Buropean and Chinese Quarters, The peculiar conﬁoura.[:i(‘):l‘of tla’b:\',t llj
with the Gap on the cast and on the west faces was ;m-bicul-u'l lLt loc
also the spur on the south-cast end of the Rock and the effccl: olj’( :;Jo e
considered tn the concentration of the sea and the diversion .of th 'e e
into the eastern gap during tvpheou periods, T
R 4, Fu'sh'm't-iuuajbr Report,—On 5th instant we received from you defini
:;.1'.nstructmns relative to the peints upon which our opini j L-L i 3
Aicularly requested.  Theso are-- ke ok S

(i) As to the establishment of a per i
e ment of a permaneat lighthouse on the Gap
ock, having due regud tu the practicability of vetaining
- . i i
as far ax possilile, the existivg buildings ’
s
(ii) As to efficiently maintaining such buildings and the lieht
’ ‘ = o
. p T H E ;
including staff and service between Hovnokono and the
Gap Rock. i

1 “i 3(:;'@;::;‘;:}1’8(2;33:?:1!‘4::; Lfg/) f{ﬂ;;l.:, L]:'yhtkouse and Buildings.-—Gap Rock is
o Bl soubil-wesl ¢ longkonz, The centre

Y '[e‘nf)rth-cast and soulh-west :m?l is ;40 fve: i(; ;:;ﬁtﬁfxlf[:iRgLL l.'uns

About midway there is a gap on cither side of the c:z::! re tb.elsiuli:ae'cmog.

I convlerge until at the connecting ridge Letween t,lac nori.he: 10ll ;

& portions the Rock is only 10 fect, or thereabicuts, in width 1 ;T
be southern pateh estends north-west and sout};-east a.ud.is 4-8)3

oL . . li SR 1y, ' [ a > ¥y l. v o
CIrUss 11y t;l.lls wirectionl. .[. ]ll-‘:‘ seelion o . i
! t LeLIO thL ]N(}U!\ CONBISLY Uf i 10E
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rising to a height of 94 teet 6 inches above mean sca level, fauked on the
south-east side by a spur of 220 feet in length. The north-east fice of this
spur is practically vertical for a heighi of 85 feet, whilst the adjacent face

of the gap rises 75 feet, in a “horizontal width of 50 feet. It follows from

this extremely unfavourable configuration of the castern gap and spur of -

rock that any seas from north-cast around to south-cast ave concentrated
into a funnel-shaped cavity, thereby intensifying cven the abunormally
severe waves which ave associated with the occurrence of typhoous.

6. The northern portion of the Rock is of wuch more favouralle
shape, heing practically civeular and of 980 feet in diamecter at its base.
Tt vises to 74 fect 6 inches above muean sea level, where there is a flat arce
of 100 fect Ly 80 feet. A small seetion of this Rock, at the northern
portion of the platean, risvs tu a further height of 10 feet.

7. The cap on the western face bebween the two sections of the Rock
is less exposed than that on the castern side aud is of & much mors favour-
able shape. We do ot therefore apprehend that any damage would arise
to the Lighthouse and Duildings in consequence of the existence of

this gap.

8. The landing place has been rightly fixed on the western face which
iy generally the side on which most shelter is to be found,

9. The Lighthouss and Quarters for the Keepers, both European and
Chinese, have been erected on the crest of the southern portion of the
Rock, the Tower being about 60 feet from the eastern gap, to the exposure
of which we have alluded.

10. The whole of the buildings are of brickwork faced with granite.
They consist mainly of a Light Tower 32 feet 6 inches in height flanked
Ly the European Quarters. This last nawed structure is of oblong form
38 feet in length, 18 feet in breadth, and 30 feet in Licicht. It contains a
basement having store and water tank, these being surmounted by two
floors for the accommodation of the Keepers. Northward of this last
named Dlock and conneeled therewith by a short passage, a farther build-
ing has Leen crected for use by the Chinese Assistant Keepers and by
the Telegrapl Clerk. This structure is also of rectangular shape and
measures 43 feet 6 inches in length, 20 feet 9 inches in width, and 22 feet

in height,

[.Rn ]
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1L The lantern and apparatus werve prepared by Messis. Cuaxce

Brorrees, the former has flab glass and is not, in our opinion, of so wocd
o

a form as the helical frame lantern with cirenlar glazing, which has been

adopted by the Trinity House. We may, however, observe, in this con-

nection, that had the civenlar glazing been adopted, we are of opinion that

the damage which was caused Ly the Typhoon of October 1893 would not

have been averted.  The apparatus is of the usual form for a light of this

»
character. It is of the first order, dioptrie, giving a flashing light at balf

minute intervals.  The foeal plune is 141 feet 8 inches above mean sea

levol and the light is visible, in clear weather, about 20 miles,

12. The light was first shown in the early part of April 1892, and has
since bean continuously exhibited with the exception of one night, viz., on
2ud October, 1893, aftor the typhoon which caused the damage.

13. T'he cost of the Liighthouse, Luildings, apparatus, cte., complete,

exclusive of the expenditure ineurred in the purchase of the altendant tug
Fume, was =145,000,
1t s Linpartaace of Light—'The light on the Gap Rock is an extremely

important one in the interests of navigation. Tt is “made” by vessels

approaching Hongkong from the South, and also indicates the position of

the islands and rocks to vessels leaving the Port southward. Tt is evident

frovt a perusal of the papers that Gap Roek was decided upon as the hest

position for i v : e deliberati
position for the light only after the most mature deliberation, strong reasons

fur fixing on this Rock for the then proposed lighthouse will he found in

the letters from Commodore Morant, R.N., and the Surveyor General,
dated respectively 30th September, and 20th November, 1886. Although
- therefore the Gap is unguestionably a most exposed site for a lighthouse

anid the configuration of the Rock, as we have pointed out, is unfavourable,

still it wonld appear highly undesirable to remorve the light to a less exposed

ition, in view of the strong reasons which were given in favour of erection

- on its present site, putting aside the prolonged negotiations which had to

¢ conducted with the Chinese (lovernment before the present position was
i tely fixed, and which would have to be re-opencd were it decided to
remove the light to one of the larger adjacent islands.

15, Damage caused by typhoon of October 1893, —The Director of the

»
¥
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of 2ud Octobor, until the e
typhoon was one of exce
was greatly intevsified by th

lasted. Tt wonld also appear from this letter that the Gap 1
of the worst typhoous that have been feit in the Colony.

near the track

arly morning houwrs on the 3rd, also that the
tional severity at the Gap and that the disaster
¢ unnsually great length of time the Llow

2ock lies very

16. We have been informed by Mr. CHARLES NicHoras, the Senior

Keeper, who was on the Rock
per,

damage was caused about noon on 9nd Outober;
lass, 1 inch in thickness, on the east

the breaking of four pancs of lantern ¢
side, three centre panels of the app

upper panel of prisms broken and others slightly
Sundry damage was occasioned to the

panels of prisms slightly fractuved.

doors, windows and other details connected with the )

when the typhaoon acenreed, that the chicf

this consistod mainly in

aratus destroyed and one damaged; ono

dawmaged, three bottom

mildings as deseribed

in the report Ly the Dircetor of Pullic Werks dated 16th October, 1893.

17. In consequence
light was exhibited, as we
3vd three lamyps were vigaed te

partially shown;

of the damage to the lantern and apparatus no
Lave previously pamed, on 2nd October.  On

mporarily by the Keepers and the light was

it was only, Lowever, on two or three davs after the

Jigaster, that the flashes could Le exhibited with approsimate regularity.

18. Upon reference to the log kept at the Rock, it would appear that

from 6 am to 6 pan.
damage ocenrred, the w

ite'height, the gap and spur must have a
quenee of the latter directing the seas into the

and shot on to the Lighthouse and

produce the disaster, in couse
funnel, which were then concentrated

buildings.

19. Although it is patent now from experience, what
ap, we cau fully realize the disadvantages

can be produced by the spur and g

ander which the original designers of the Lizhthouse and buils

from the limited knowledoe of the Rock which was

available.

20. Upon the oceurrence of the disasier,
, with the least possible delay, such

Werks and the Harhour Masler adopted

measures as were necessary for the reinstating

an eficient manner, strong iron shutters
exposed of the windows in the quarters.

on 2nd October, which cavers the period when the
ind was from east, thus, when the typhoon was at

ssisted in a material degree to

sovions resulis

lings laboured
all that was then

Loth the Director of Public

and service of the light in
have also been fitted to the most

4

[91]
ib,.

21, Whilst cn this point we may observe, that it is not, in our opinion,
practicable to adopt efficient measures for protecting the lantern glass
during typhoous. Any protection of this kind which might be provided
could not ke fixed with snch readiness and certainty as is imperative under
the estremely adverse conditions which would prevail; aud woreover if it
were possible so toshicld the lantern, the efficiency of the light to the mariner
must mevitab'Iy be impaired therely at a time when it is most required,

22, Typhoon of October Tast.—A typhooun, also of exceptional severity,
oceurred on 5th October last. :
during the height of the tvphoon varied from cast to south-sonth-west. The

On this occasion the direction of the wind

full force of the seas therefore fell on the southern face of the Rock when

the spur would act as a protection to the castern gap. Mr. Nicuornas, who

wag on the Rock during hoth typhoons, confirms, by his observations of the

diroction of the seas, the views we have above expressed.  In consequence
of the full foree of the fyphoon being more southerly in October last than
during the previons typhoon, the circumstanee is centirely due that
p’fﬂ.ctic-'tliy no damage was produced by the former whilst the latter was
peculiarly disastrous,

23, Previonz Reports,-—Two reports have been prepaved by the Director
ijf Public"Works bearing on the foregoing subject, these tiocmuents are
dated 16th and 25th October, 1893, vespectively, aund show clearly the
extent of the damage eaused Ly the typhoon and the econditions ;vhich
attended the disaster.

b 24, On 8th August last the Kogincer to the Trinity Corporation, to
jwfhom the matter had been referred, reported, infer alia, that the Buildings
offer great resistance to the sca and that in his opinion they are ina.dcqmt-!o

' for such an exceptionally exposed position.  The report concludes with the
- fellowing paragraphs:-—

#T am of opinion it wonld have bean preferable had the Tighthonse
. “been crected at the north end of the Roek, as it will be seen
“from the formation of this site that it is well protected and
“only broken water, to a harmless extent, could, at any time,
“have surrounded a building so placed.  The Tower shoulil
“algo, I cousider, have been treated as a Rock Lighthouse,
“constructed of eylindrical form and having a exlipdvical

@ : - - .
Iantern as nsed in the Corporaticn serviee.”
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¢ A repetition of the damage veccutly experienced might .nnt._
“improbably Le averted by filling the gully on the cast side,
¢ proviously referred to, and thé removal of the causeway. at
 the end of the gully which would have the effect of easing
“tho sea over the Rock. I regret to state, however, that
«oven if this were successfully carried ont, which would
involve considerable expenditare, the safety of the existing
“ Lighthouse and premises wonld still remain a souvee of

“anxiety.”
RECOMMENDATIONS,

95, Accompasiying Diawings.—This veport is accompanicd by two
drawings * marked No. 1 and No. 2 respectivels.

96, Drawing No. 1 shows a plan of the Gap Rock with contour lines
at each 10 feet in beight. "These bring out the configuration of the Rock, as
far as it is practicable to do so, although without an inspection, it s (’liﬁ‘lcullt
to grasp the effect whieh the sea would bave on the gaps and more parti-

cularly that on the castern face. The shoet also shows by red colour the

o, . . " . - H v, ﬁ
new position whieh we propose for the Tighthonse and the Furopean

(Quarters,
e oy ar-
27, Drawing No. 2 shows general views of the New Tower and Quar

{ers, from which their scope and chavacter and the mode of construction

proposed {o be adopted will be readily understood. The details indicated
on this shect ave, of course, subject to modification Ly the Director of
Public Works upon prepuring the larger seale drawings from which the

structures wonld be esecuted.  This sheet also shows a longitudinal section
whereon the new Lighthouse and works are coloured red, whereas those

portions of the existing buildings which we consider should be removed

are crossed by red lines.

98, New Toirer.—Upon referring to the drawings it will be observed,
{hat we propose to build a new Tower on the northern portion of the Rock.
It would be a cylindrical structure, generally of 14 feet internal diameter,
the walls being of massive proportions and consisting of brickwork faced
with granite. It would rest en a heavy Dbase and sub-base of granite and

# Nof prinied,

concrele, coming well within the edge of the plateau at the crest of the

Rock to which reference has been mado. The Tower would carry a new
i lantern of cylindrical form, furnished with helical {framing and cireular
glazing, all of the most recent type as adopted by the Trinity Corporation.
The existing apparatus would be ve-fixed in the new Tower, so that the
charaeter of the light would remain uvuchanged. Tflicient arrangements
would have to be adopted for the exhibition of a temporary light during
the carrying out of the modifications, The foeal plane of the apparatus,
when re-fised, wonld be 150 feet above mean sea level, as compared with
141 feet 8 inches as at present, a modification, which whilst necessary tfor
construction purposes, would not exercise any material effect on the light.

29. New Quarters for Enropeans.—To the north-west of the new Tower
and abutting thereon, we propose o evech quarters tor three Kuropean
Keepers. The building would be one story only in height and would rest
on a lower base corvesponding with that which earries the Tower, Under-
neath the floors a large tank wonld be provided for the storagz of fresh
waler caught feom the roofs. The accommodation afforded by the new
quartess would be practically the same as that now provided with regard
to space and airv, Lub the walls would be much heavier and tho block of
buildings placed on the lee side of the Tower facing Ladrone Islands and
the mainland, where they would be in shelter.

30. Having regard to the heat during the summey season, when the
day temperature within the existing buildings is from 86° to 88° we are of
opinion that external quarters for the Keepers ave in this case imperative,
as distinguished from quarters within Rock Towers as provided at home,
where the Leat is less severe.  Moreover, in this case no disadvantage will
arise, or sonrce of weakness result, from the adoption of external quarters
vl the character suggested and shown on the drawings.

3l. Reworal of Existing Buildings.
s also the block of buildings abutting thereou, would be removed to the
level of the ground floor, at which level a new and substantial flat roof
would be provided, so that water may be collected thevefrom anud from the
other Llock of buildings, and discharged iuto the existing Tanl, which lies
wnder the preseunt quarters of the European Keepers. It will be observed

from the section on drawicg No. 2, that when the buildings have been

The existing Lighthouse Tower,

oved as proposed, no obstacle will be presented to the free exhibition of
e new light,
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52, The contecting passage between the European aind Chinese quarters
would also Le removed, but not the block of buildings constituting the last
pamed quarters and the telegraph roow. We propose that these buildings,
the roof of which is at such a level as not to obstruct the new light sea-
ward, should remaiu intact. During typhoovs, ghe Chinese Assistants
would, when nccessary, for the two ov three days when storms prevail, be

Loused in one of the rooms of the Tower itself,

33. New Landiiy Place.—As censiderable ditliculty and not a little
danger sometimes attends landing on and departure from the Rock, we are
of opinion that a second landing place, furnished with a derrick, wight with
advantage be provided to the southward of the existing landing, in the
position suggested by Captain Rumsey. From this new landing a zig-zag
path would bave to be formed up the face of the Rock, leading to the
present causeway.

34, General remarks with veqard to the proposal.-—TIt is to us a subject of
extreme regret, that we have been unable to put forward any project for
tion which involves the maintenance of the existing Tower and the

adop
We coneur in the views expressed by the Engiucer to

Buropean Quarters.
the Trinity Corporation, that the north end of the Rock is the preper sito
for the Tower and that as long as the Lighthouse and Luildings remain in
Lheiv present position, they will prove a source of anxicty and expense. In
A matter of such moment theve ought, in our view, to be no uncertainty
with regard to the satisfictory and continnous exhibition of the light. If
it sometimes fails when most required, viz., during storms, instead of beirg
a weans of safetv, it might Lecome a positive source of danger to the
mariner.  This is so well recoguized at howe, that no expense is spaved fo
remedy proved defects in the lighthouse service around the coasts of Great
Britain, and we would urge that a similar policy is the only satisfactory

one to pursue in the present instance.

35. We bave carvefully considered botli on the Rock, and subsequently,
if the difficulties attendant on this case could be removed, to the requisite
extent, by filling up the eastern gap, so as Lo ease the run of the sea therein.
We are of opinion, after an inspection of the site und an examination of the
configuration aud character of the rocks, that the difficulties attendant upon
the execulion of such a slope would he exceptionally great, partienfarly at

[ 95 ]
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the f,uc where svme work below low watar level wonld ba required.  We
cousider that the cost of such a slope, inclading the i’orm."t-tiou. of the t .
would exceed that of the execution of the proposals which we have fe;
forward for adoption. We also catertain considecable doubt, as to \Lvhel;.lu !
t!:et ]if)e coul(ll be permanently executed in such an exposed posi’tion, the roclf;
ab this spot being watcrworn to a glassy sarf: pi rards

foregoing reasons we much rcgt‘eubtlmt}:: i-:;ci:t;m% m:ﬁit“fldh‘ i t'ho
factory form” of trcatnwnt.fbr the dissipation of t[e 0 U"lse' an:y o
o 1 seas falling into the

. 36. Estinale~1t is not practicable to arvive at more than an appro
Ximate estimate of the cost of the proposed works in cousequenc =‘olt‘1th.
difficultics attcudant upon the landing of the men and :na.tcri{ﬂs ;1 1 t;he
exteut to which the operations will be goverued by the seasons “,fe bul' ; *B
however, that an expenditure of 139,000 will l:e found suﬂ.icient f e'let‘hbj
satisfactory cxeention of the works proposed. g

37, s to the maintennce of the Buildings and the Light —With reforence
to the Second head in your letter of 5th instaut, we would 1'90011111191:1 :ECZ
ﬂle services of the prescut Buropean Keepers be retained, or that othz'
experienged men from the Trinity service be engaged in liel: of them on thl
cxpiration of their agrecwents, provided suitable arrangement cannot bc
: n?ude with the existing Ieepers or that they may be u:williurr t; remai .
X ,Ll such an exposed position, where as in the case of the Lv[nhoo: of Oct z:”:
| 1893, the Keepers may be required to act on themr own l'L:SPOllSibﬂit : '(:. ?1

.'mp:«*,t important that only experienced Europeans should be in char 3‘: 1’I‘l.:S
Chinese Assistants would, we take it, continue {o be emploved as; hé-‘i't]'.lertoe

38. With regard to the services of a Tug for the relief and provisi

- ug of the Keepers, the conveyance of stores, and the makine of iul; ect'wu-
. i:ef:c, although, of course, it is a matter of considerable il?)porta.l?co ]:l:lsl:
m‘l qmte provision in. these respeets should be made, it appears to u; t,h:t
this is = question which can be better dealt with by the Harbour Master
'xlmtl with reference to which he will, no doubt 'Le glad to furni e
mation as may be desired, i Ol

-6 ! . 2 H ;
39, onclusion.—In conclusion, we have to cxpress our thanks to tho
S . ;
e 01‘ of Public Works and the Harbour Master for the assistance they
€ourteously rendered in the making of aur inspection and subsequent
¢ ; S nb

3
»
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thereto,  Our thanks are especially duo to Mr. Goorkr for the readiness
with which e has at all times aided us and for the assislance rendered by
bis staff in the preparation of the accompanying drawings and the Bill of
Quantities upou which the foregoing estimate is based.-~We have, &c,

COODE SON & MATTHEWS.

The Honourable Tus ActiNg COLONIAL SECRETARY.

No. 651, COLONIAL SECRETARY'S OFFICE,
HoxeroNG, 21st March, 1895,

E Sin,—In reply to your letter of the 16th instant, 1 am directed by Iis
Excelleney to inform vou that the Director of Publie Works after consulting
with M. :l‘. Marriews, Euginecr-in-Chicf of the Trinity Iouse Brethren,
reported that in his opinion, if the Lighthouse was to be effectually main-

fained, it was neeessary to rebuild it.-

Jefore incurring so heavy an expenditure 1Tis Exeellency was desirons

of obtaining a report after personal inspeetion from an engineer of consider-

able expericnce in this Draneh of the profession, and, understanding that Mr.
W. Macrirws was at Ceylon, requested that geatleman to visit the Colony

and inspeet the Gap Rock Lighthouse aud report thereon.

I am further divected to inform you that the site on which the Light-
house has been erected is that selected by M Price in 1887, and with
reference to the penuliimate paragraph of your letter under reply I am to
add that the neeessary steps are heing taken for filling up the vacancies on

the Committee referred to.—I have, &e.;
J. II. STEWART LOCKIIART, Aecting Colonial Secrctary.

Lhe Secretary, CriaMBER or COMMERCE,

B0 IS (A e

Postage Rates to Neighbouring Ports.

[ToxekoNG GENERAL CHAMBER OF COMMERCE,
IHoxcroxa, 6th March, 18935.

Str,—I am directed by the Committee of the Chamber to beg your
attention to Notification No. 468 appearing in the Governmeut Gazette of 7th
December last, and to point out that the postage therein stated of 10 cents
per half ounde to Manila and other neighbouring ports is as heavy as that
charged to Great Britain, an anomaly which appears the more striking when
it is borne in mind that letters are carried locally at a very trifling expense
while the conveyance of letters to Great Britain involves a heavy subsidy
as well as a considerable tax to the French and Ttalian Governments.

The anomalous nature of the rates charged by the British Post Offices
in China and Hongkong has already been referred to by the China Associ-

.ation, Shanghai, and brought to the notice of the FPostmaster General here,
who in his reply stated that the question of postage rates was under the
consideration of the Government, and the Comuwittee will feel mueh obliged
if you Will Kindly inform the Chamber if any modification of the present
rates is contemplated.—I have, &e.,.

) . F. HENDERSON, Secretary.

The Honourable J. H. Stewarr LocgHART,
Aeting Colonial Secretary.

No, 480. CoLoNIAL SECRETARY's OFFICE,
Hoxaxoxg, 13th March, 1895.
Sir,~~In reply t your letter of the Gth instant, relative to Government
Notification No. 468 published in the Goverament Gazetle of the Tth Decom-
her last, I amp directed to transmit (o you for the information of the Chamber
of Commerce the enclosed copy ol a report by the Postmaster General on the

+ subject, and of the letter from the Londen Postal authoritics therein referred
.~ have, &e.,

J. 1L STEWART LOCKHART, Acting Colonial Seeretary.

M . . .
The Secretary, Criavier or CoMMERCE,

&e & Se.
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Copy of Report by the Postmuster General of 12th March, 1855,

The postage to Union eountries is fixedd by the Convention at 25 centi-
moas (=10 cents) per & oz., and there is no provision for modifying those rates.
The smaller rates in force previously appear to have been eontrary to article
3 of the Convention and they were raised on atiention being called to the
matter by the director of the Tnternational Bureau,  (See London letter copy
of whieh is attached to €.8.0. 2441 There is nothing more “anomulous”
in charging 10 cents from here to Manila than 254, from London to (say)
Calais,

ARTHUR K. TRAVERS. Postinaster (General.

No. 358, 331, Gryenatl Post Orrice,

Loxpox, 10th October, 1894,

Sir,—The Director of the International Bureau of the Postal Union has
enquired of this department how it is that while the English Post Offices in
China charge 10 cents per § oz, now cquivalent to 25 eentimes, the normal
Postal Union rafe on letters for the majority of Union countries, an ex-
ception is made in favour of « few places in the Union, namely, Cochin-
China, Japan, North Borneo, Philippine Tslands, Siam, Straits Scttlements,
Tonquin, the letter rate for which ias beea fixed at only 5 cents per § oz
It is also observed here that aceording to the Hongkong Postal Guide for

1894, the rate on letters for Maeao is even lower, namely, 2 eents,

I shall be glad if vou will he good enough to lct me kuow under what
circumstances these exceptions to the normal Postal Union rate of 25 centimes.
per 15 grammes, fixed by article 5, § 10, of the Convention of Vienna have
heen made.—~I am, &e.,

IT. BUNTON FORMAN,

[ 99]
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Storm Warnings from Gap Rock.

Latract from Chamber's Letter of 10th December, 1894, to

Colouial Seerctary.

The Committee of the Chamber desire to bring to the notice of
His Excellengy the Governor two questions which though more imme-
diately connected with shipping affect also the general interests of the
Colony, viz., the inadequate telegraph-communication with the Gap Rock,and
the severity of the quarantine regulations imposed against Hongkong by
the Straits anthorities. ‘

Mr. Joux L Prumyer, Acting Director Hongkong Observatory, when
veporting on the typhoon of 24th September last referred to the inade-

_qnate telegraph communication between the Gap Rock and the Observa-

tory, pointed out that the connection ceases at 4 p.ar. ad is not resumed
antil 7 A.m. on the following day. He made the following guotation from
the anitual report of the Observatory for 1893:— Victoria Peak aund Gap
# Rock are not yet iu direct communication with the Observatory, but it
“is expected this improvement will Le effected shortly. The important
“messages from these two stations on which local warnings mainly depend

“Care often too late,” adding that this much needed improvement has not
- yet Tieen effected hy the Government.

The Committee of the Chamber fully concur in thinking the efficiency
of the Gap Rock as o station for the despateh of storm warnings is serious-
iy interfered with owing to telegraph commuuication being discontinued
at such unrcasonalle hours, and in bringing the matter to the notice of
the Government Leg to suggest that the present interrupted service should
be abandoned aud a continuous one substituted.

»
Taking iuto account the interests involved and the large annual

.+ ecllections direct from shipping in the shape of light dues, the. Commit-

e consider it shonld be the policy of the Government to increase to the
st the usefulness of the Gap Rock Ly placing it in the highest state
efficiency as a station for the despateh at all Lours of storm warnings
id other informations the early receipt of which is alike impoitant Lo
shipping and the Colony generally.
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The Committee in waking this recommendation, to which they beg to
invite His Excelleney the Governor’s very favourable consideration,
believe that the requisite efficiency ean probably be attained without any
considerable outlay, but even if increased expenditure be necessary tlie
importance of prompt and regular communication would, in their epinion,
fully justify the adoption of such a course

('oroxian SECRETARY's OFFICE,
Hoxexroxa, 17th December, 1894,
Sir,—I am directed Lo acknowledge the receipt of your letter of the
10th instant, and in reply to state for the information of the Chamber of
Commerce that arrangements are to be made with a view to improving com-
munication with the Gap Rock by the continnous trausmission of telegrams
in regard to storms whenever the authorities at the Observatory may consider
it necessary.—1I have, &e.,
J. 0. STEWART LOCKHART, Aeting Colonial Secretary.
The Secretary, CHAMBER 0F COMMERCE,

d&e., P &e,

O.

Election of the Chamber’s Representative in the
Legislative Council.

(ovERNMENT IToUst,
Hoxckoxa, 28th May, 1894,
Sin,—You are aware that I have granted six months leave ol absence
to the ITon. T. II, WniTEneap who represents the tnterests of the Chamber
of Commerce in the Legislative Council, and that there is therefere a vacauey
in that Body.
I am anxious that this temporary vacaney should be at once filled, and

that the interestz of the Chamber should not suffer in any way by the alizence

cf the honourable member,

T shonld therefore be glad if you would eall a meeting of the Chamber
of Coummerce, and would submit to me the name of the gentleman whom the

[ 101 ]
0,

1 ar ol (L ' e ; s 1
Chamber ol Commerce moay desire to be appoiuted to the vacaney in question.
—I have, &e..

WILLIAM ROBINSON,

The Hounurable J. . Keswick,

Chairman, Cosnper or Cox MERCE, ITONGRONG.

—
Hoxskoxe GENERAL ClaMBER or COMMERCE,
IToxaxova, 4th June, 1894,
St —1 have the honour to inform vou for the information of Iis Ex-
celleney the Goyernor that a meeting of the members of (his Chamber has

i ]

heen called for Saturd vy, 9th June, to nominate a member to tuke the place
of the Honowrable I H, Winteirzan in the Legizlative Council, during his

< (=}
absenee from the Colony,

The forms obsery O GO S
us observed on previous ocensions will be adhered to, and I shall

have the pleasure ol « icati ‘ol | i i

- 1 «.3; ure ol commuuieating to you, immeldiately after the meeting,
the name of the member nominated,——1 have, &e., :

3 e n AT

L I IIENDERSON, Sceretury.
A 4 L
Ile Houourable J. 1L Stewanr Lockiagr,

eting Coloniul Sceretary.

el
HoxaroNg GuNeran Cliayeen or Coymore,
Ioxexoxa, 9th June, 1894
Si,—1 have the honour to inform you for the information of IHis Ex-

cellency the Goveror that at a Speeinl General Meuting of the Chamber

held to-day at noon, Mr, A, McCoxactug, of Messrs, (inaay & Co,, was

animously scleeted as their nominee for a scat in the Legizlative Couneil
izl !

during the absence from the Colony of the Honourable T, 11, Winreizan,

Tu conneetion with the above clection | beg to hand vou the following
papers i — '

»

LA copy of the notice convening the mecting.

20 A dist of members present at the mecting,
A

ol ;
. I'he nime of the eandidate, aud the names of the proposer and ses
conder,—1 lave, &,

JooJe KESWICK, Chairman,
¢ Hononrable J. M. Srewart Lockmant,
Acting Coluninl Scorctanry.
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Hoscroxt GENeraL Cladser or COMMERCE, Candidate proposed at a Special General Mecting of the Chamber held

HoxGronG, 9th June, 1594, on the 9th June, 1894, at noon, to wominate 2 member to the Legislative
A Special General Meeting of the members will be held this day (Sa- Couneil to take the place of the Honourable T. 1L Wnitsusan during hix
turday), the 9th instant, at noon, at the City Iall, to nominate a member of absence from the Coluny.
the Chamber to take the place of the Hononrable T. H. WiirEnEaD, in the - A, A, MeCoNACHIE,:
Legislative Couneil, dming hi< abence from the Colony.—~By Order.,
1. HENDERSON. Secrclary. _ 3
" Seconded by Mr. A, G, Woon,

Proposed by M. o], Turrscy.

List of members prescut af the Special General Mecting of the Cluunber

of Commerce held on the Sth June, 15910, ot nocn. R
Honourable 1. R Brritios, CALG.
B. Byravsee, Fsg. - Vo des. CoLoNiaL SECRETARY'S OFFICE,

Honouralile €. P. Cuaree. Toscroxe, 12th June, 1594,

ArwELL CONON, sy Sir,—-1 am directed 1o acknowledge the reeeipt of your lecter of the 9ih
J. J. Fraxers, Esq., Q.. . instant, and in reply to statc for the information of the Chamber of BH i
11, Tlorrius, s, that ITis Exeelleney has heen pleased to appoint Mr. A. McCoxacnie to
J. D, Heseneeys, Faq. be provisionally « member of the Legislative Couneil during he absence of
J. DL Hurenmsos, Tosq. Mr. 1. I'I. Wurreiean or wntil further notice.—~1 have, &e.,

Dovaras Joses, Iisq. ' A

11, H. Joseri, 1. _ Jo ML STEWART LOCKHART, Aeting Colonial Secretary.
[oneurable J, J. Keswicr, The Secretury, Moxekone GeNeraL Coavsen or CoyMMER s,

S Al Levyy Esq,

W, R, Loxwney, B

I Mlacraisrosu, Esqy,

AL McCoxaciie, Esq. | a

S U Miciannsey, Fsg.
IT. N. Mony, Exq.

G W I Prayeae, Esq.
AL I ResNiE, Esq.

T. E. Saxsou, Tisq.

A, Iispray Saern, .

11, Srovrerront, s,

J. Toursuns, Isq.
J, Y. V. VERNON, Iisq.
A, G Woon, By
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FORTNIGHTLY CURRENT EXCHANGE AND BULLION QUOTATIONS DURING THE YEAR 1894,

- R — — =Te2 --.—'—_ e e e !A—f - ——
On London Private Doen- On Gold | @
AU : g = a On On Cles ! old
s Bank, I'elecraphic| Credifs, mentary. I'rance e ; an e
QUOTATIOR=. 4 months’ | Transfers. | 4 months” | 1 months’ 1 months’ g‘:ﬂ:hﬁ;' l(_.‘,:(l\%cutt:;, -'"i[’\'(‘]‘. bRECE: Mexican I!:;s, Iic;:,f'
sielit. cight, sight. sight. CIRMNG S AN, Dollars. = San Douoh:

Ty T et

Fortnieht, ending Srd January. ... CPes 290 | Rs 170 | Rs 179} | 936 pm.| 9306 pm.| 2% pm. | $43.90 | $45.00

Doy, do. 13l Januarys el 23§ 24 G 2 Fos. 291 | Re 1813 | Re 1818 [ 05, | 000 w |1 o . |84410] 84520

Do, dn, 3Lt January, coee. 284 2024 2135 23]

Fes, 287 | Rs 1871 | Re 1871 | 9% ., P I, . |40 84520

§ Do, do.  LHh Febraary, ... Pes, 238 | Rs 1874 | Rs 1878 | 04, o | RY,, o | Z . o, | 54400 $46.00 |
1 o, do. 28k Febrnary, ... 2103 1113 20% 2,03 Fes. 259 | Re 177) | Bs 1773 | 00, o |9 o o (1 . . | 84990 85100
Do, do.  Hth Mareh. oo Fes. 255 | Re- 1697 | Rs 1607 (100, . | 9. .. 11E . . | 23030 $52.00

Da.. du, 28ih March, ... Fex, 2056 Re 171 Rs 171 DA .0 & Db I3t £530.40 | §51.70 [

| | tho & Ao, D ARETSAosRAE 203 213 213 f e v Rl e MR LR ok, 2 G, SIS0 35010 |
Do, do. 25th Aprdl e | 200 =1 218 2% Fes. 2.70 | Rs 1811 | Re IS4} 03, ,, | 93, . (2 . .. |%47.30 84020
Do, do. Oth May.....ceeeeens 2113 il 213 2113 Fes. 269 | Re 1014 | R 1091 (104 . | 93 ., 33 . . | 847.15 | $48.80

1., o 23rd .‘Iﬂ'_\'_— aaseneanens < “; .!n.: 2'1‘ 24’.{} Fer, 287 Rs- 1971. Rs- ]”7;‘ E"]'i?,- w 9; o :“l ; $47.80 319_20
Do, do. Gl e e 20 208 218 21 “Fes. 266 | Re- 1902 | Re- 1905 | 93, .. | 8%, ,. (28 $48.30 | $40.50

Do, o Z00INIC. s Fosz269 | Re 1924 [ Re o2y | 93, . |9 2 . o |sas20| ei9s0
o do.  chle Il e el it ol g o Fes, 271 | Rs 195 Re- 105 [0, . IR, o l1d ., . L#ind0] g4820

o, don TSIy | 2 21 214 11 Fes. 269 | Re 106 | Rs 106} [ BY . o | 7). o 13, . [S47.20] 84850

Isb SuBpit e Fes. 269 | Rs 1903 | Re 0043 [ 8f . o | 75 o |14 L L 84002 | gi800 !
b, deo 15T ANEnst, v 21 211 IR Fes. 270 | Rs 1911 | Re 191 ..‘?, (s e “ e
1., Ao, 20th August, e 225 223 25 ; 234 Frs, 284 | Re 1911 | Rs 2002 [ 83 . @73, 21 $45.30 | $16.80
o do. 12th September.o..| 220 | 214 2as |2y Fos, 281 | Re 192 | Reo 192 | #1. o | 75,00 |12 Tk
Bies o, ﬂﬂl.h September, ... Zi ! 20, i A E 225 Fes, 220 | Rs 196 Re 196 AT 61, i o | S45.60 | 846,50
101k Qetober.cic.. 1 ' Fee. 277 | Rs- 1035 | Re 1981 | 74, . | 61, 1o, | ®45.90 | $47.00
| 24th October.caee i i Fes. 271 | Rs 1911 ! Rs 101 | 8 i e [ e 10600 T
b Fos, Go. Tt November e 214 \ 24 248 2% ]  Fes. 271 | Re 1902 | Re 1008 | 81, sl T B . %1660 | $47.70
sk Noremberue .| 24 Fos, 2.66 | Re 1871 | Re 1878 | b, , |81, o |14, ., |$47.60 84845
1. do, ot Tecembior,..... 20k 241 palbly 208 Fes, 250 | Rs 187 Rs 187 R 28 g CEREE i . | s48.90 | g50.00 I
.. do. 1610 December.. ... 204 1 2104 ] 2104 2105 Fes. 260 | Re 1882 | Re 1883 | 32, o | 78w » |1 . . [s4031|85020 :
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THE HARBOUR MASTER'S REPORT. 4. The 1,646 British ships, exclusive of river stenmoars, that entered the
- port in 1894, carried 11,402 British officers and 197 foreigners as follows :——

ITarBOUR DEPARTMENT,

IloNerosa, 11th February, 1895. ' British, coovveirviiiiniiininiennn 11,402

Str,—-1 have the honour fo forward the Annual Retarns for this Depart- ATTTERIL, s g A 83
ment for the year ending 31st Dezember, 1894, .

SR e el o i e gt 15
SuieriNa,

2. The total of arrivals and sailings amounted 1o 14,243,670 tons, or a ‘ R e e e e h e T 12
decrease on 1893 of 100,452 tons. There were 31,470 amdvals with a ton- ; e 55
nage of 7,123,748 rous, and 31,321 departures of 7,121,922 tons, ) MRSttt ke =

The decrease in tonnage in European construeted vessels is 66,677 tons, Bortustiest, vt satisamns | ool
the numerical deerease is 306; and although 108 of these latter are British, Seaga B i o1
still British shipping on the whole shows an actual increase of 46,201 tons, %
the increase in the size of ships as indicated last vear, having Leen continued,

The forsign junk trade shows a decrease of 1,336 vessels measuring ‘ 11,599
5,883 tons, here also an increase in individual hulk is indieated. If the ey

decrease was fairly apportioned, tonnage to numbers, the decrease of 1,336 . s : i
Japp ’ 5 e : 10D of the British officers helonged to the toyal Naval Reserve 14 of them

ould ¢ ge slight ‘e ong a-picce ils 43,861 actua oWl 5 ;
would average slightly over 4 tons a-pie L_,,- w.lul-.t the 45,861 ‘wt.tmlly sh Dotit cneineess,
averages a trifle under 76 tons a-piece. Similarly the decreasa in the local
junk rrade (1,408 vessels measuring 27,802 tons) scems to indieate the 1etive- The 1,214 forcign ships, exclusive of river steamars, that enterel in
ment of the smaller eraft, the decrease averaging slightly over 19 tons a-piece, 1894, carried 836 British officers :—

and the vessels engaged averaging over 33 tong a-piece, presumably there-

d ; h i 18 In American shins, ... 1
fore increased size means increased economy even with Chinese eraft, =L s¥esainecacens 10
3. The following statement shows how the amounnt of shipping is » Chinese i g e o ey

apportioned :— :
) e . : » (rerman R T e ),
Comparative Shipping Return for the Yecrs 1895 and 1894,
sl esel B e T
1303, 1844, INCREASE, DECRFASE,

: . K s i
“Ships.| Tonnage. | Ships.| Tonnage. |Ships. [Tonnage. Ships. | Tonnage, 3 y beEr i}
British, oo 6128 7,782,195 | 6,022| T775306] ... | 46,201 105 ... m—

PRI, Lsrbtr oo 2,630 | 2.803.664 | 2,430

Junk in lou,wni 47,197| 8,485.007 45,861
B e e )

26')0 a5 I 200 112,878

=
o. The number of European constructed vessels e .
34821241 ... v ipaER R AN structed vessels, exelusive of

river
steamers, thiit entered the port during the year iz show

‘nin the following
ables, distinetion heing drawn between (i) those that entered cicht times

|
|
|
=

....... 53,955 | 14,028,866 51,318 13,951,506

Ty l | ud less, or on an av erage at intervals of six weeks . (ii : e
Junks in Toeal} | g ggq 25,250 | 8,478, 297.3G4, ... 3 27,892 3 (1) those that entered
1

e, «vesaehe ! i uine to twelve times, Z.¢., o an av erage once a month, and (i) those

| 1 {h s
Grand Total,...l65,841 | 14,340,192 (62,701 | 14,248,670 ... | 46,201| 3,050 146,633 at entered thirtcen times aud oftener, or more fiequently than once a month,

b

100,452 . r.l. he seeond hlhh, divides the steamers into nationalities, and gives the

15 of ships and nuwbers of entries for each.
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TFotal et :t:‘..‘.|1,1"e‘1 1

Tessels with cargo.

Tons
British, ...1,108,500
Foreign, ... 522,100

i

[1111]

Vesseis in hallust,
Tous

3,850
6,817

Total, ...1,630,600
3

Vesscls with cargo.
Tons
Brit’sh, ...2671,713

Forcign, ... 736,345

10,676

P .

Vewsels in ballust,
Tins
105,780
78,032

Total, ...3,408,058

—

>

‘adjacent countries :—

Lons

Btiritish, ... 681,373

Foreign, ... 839,879

183,512

Vewsels with cargo.  Vessels in ballast.

Lons
99,115
7,243

Total, ...1,021,257

e

b ¢ donz
Rritish, ...2,934,937
eign, ... 784,67

3,719,610

T

176,688

PN i

Vessels with cargo. Vesscls in bullast,

Tons
172,781
145,697

318,481

e L

other than China and adjucent conntries was as follows 1 —

Cetiogo diselarged.

Tons
987,017
152,667

1,459,714

trom places fn and aljaceni to China the iImpores were t—

Carge discharged,
T
514,573
192,998

1,306,571

§ S

Cargo shipped,
Lons
528,172

271,102

6. In Edropean construciel vessels the geacral import trade from pliecs

Carjo fransit.

Lonx
378,254

227,285

805,541

—_—

Lurgo transit,
Tuns
501,310
302,990

664,300

T

The general export trade was as follows, to places other than China and

Runker Coal,
Tone
51,673

39,502

01,177

o places in and adjacent to China the CXPOLES WCIQ im—

Curgo shipacd.
Lois
474,962
324,352
799,314

——

Bunker Coul,
Qous
162,842
99,436

R e —

262,278
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Comparing tonnage of the above with 1893, wa got as follows : — It is difficult, if not impossible, yet to upportion the respective “spheres
omparing t ge

Tnerease. "' Decrease.
10,014
23,189

of influence™ of these two events, for some time they ran concurrently,

rt tonnage. . h
g i though perhaps with contrary results. There ean, however, be no doubt as

1 o ) L hi &‘, srarss cmraay verens v . =
From places other than China, &e., to which influence made itzelf most felt.

From China and adjacent countrics, v e
The port was proclaimed infected with bubonic plague on 10th May,
Total Deercasc, e 33,205 and the shipping returns for that quarter showed a decrease in arvivals of 51

E Turopean vessels and 251 junks. It was not, however, nntil later that the

full effect on shipping was made apparent, and the September quarter showed
Faport tonnage. Iucrease, . Decrease, :

100.499 an additional lx’nlling off of 375 European vessels and 1,824 junks. During
X

To places other than Cling, & woumeesneaeee this quarter both influences were at work, and, until the 12th September,

To China and adjacent places, cvuenscere 67,016 Y, our shipping trade remained under a han.  With the raising of the “quaran-

tine blockade,” however, things began to improve, and at the end of Decem-

Nett Deerease, veeenns 93,474 o ; s
Nett Decronne, ’ ber we had reduced our deficit in arrivals for the year to 305 European

- vessels and 1,336 junks.
JUNKS, 12, The river steamers, during the second half of the year, show a

O Avith O £ the pust three yours, the foreign junk deerease of 27 entries aggregating 10,036 tons, owing in a great measure to
7. Compared with the average o Y ; o ‘

trade shows an iucrease of 167,724 tous and a deerease of 69 vessels, the
inereased size of all the newer craft has already been noted, The loeal trade
for the same period Las decreased 187,774 tons with 4,066 vessels.

the restriction on thisx branch of trade nnavoidably made by the method
adopted 'of examining all vessels, as far as practicable, arriving from the

Canton River and its neighbourhood.

] Thest river steamers, on the other hand, had the henefit of the general
8. Tlic forcign junk trade for 1894 shows a decrense from the previous

; exodus of Chinese from Ilongkong and their subsequent return, and though
vear of 1,836 vessels and 5,883 tons, doubtless more or less direetly duc to

the pazsenger returns were not so good as in the previous vear, they yet
the Plague. ~ reached the very respectable total of 941,958 carried.  Some of these vessels

9. The decrease in the local trade for 1894 helow 1893, of 1,408 vessels alyo minimised their losses by a special mode of retrenchment, as remarkable

with 27.892 tons, is the result also of the Plague, and partly of the decrease for its ingenuity as for the small result attained. The- “night boats™ (which
ks L o

Mtworkiouthe Prava Reclamation. j}r& the only ones which pay light dues and that at very reduced rate) finding
i 1 that they would not he permitted to enter the harbour until the passengers
TRADE. ~had Deen medieally inspeeted, remained in Chinese waters until daylight
: absolved them by law from paying their small contribution to the revenue of

10. 4,132 steamers, 93 sailing vessels and 23,023 junks arrived during the Colony, the saving thus effected aggregated £1,204.44. The report
the year, giving a daily average of 75 vessels arriving as against 90 the would not he complete withont my mentioning that there was one “night
previous year. For European construeted-vessels the average duily entrics boat” which did not adopt this plan and she was the Chinese owned Zai On.
would be 11.57 as against in 1893, 11.97. Of the steamers 71.97 were
British, and 33 were River craft, all of which latter were also British, piss » * * * * #
IT."The Trade of the Colony in 1894 was influenced by two special and Trade of the Port of Iongkong for the Year ending 31st December,

memorable events, viz, the Plagne and the War.
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14, Following up the attempt which was made in my last report to
gauge the trade of the Colony by means of Import and Lxport Returns, I
am enabled by meauns of somewlat elaborate statistics, compiled by the
Assistant Harbour Master, to give more complete voturns for 1894, As
before stated these do not profess absolute correctness, and they are ohtained
through the courtesy of the agents and masters. g

In Returns Nos. I and II, and V and VI will e found, in addition to
the customary information as to registered tounage, &e., the amount of cargo
reported as *shipped,” *discharged,” and “and in teansit” to and from
cach country with which trade relations exist, and I hope that the information

will be valued in proportion to the amount of time and tronhle expended in
its compilation.

During the year, 8,452 European construeted vessels aggregating
10,469,182 tons, carried 1,384,706 passengers, and 6,168,172 tons, the latier

made up as follows : —

Tmport cargo, e eesane e 2,746,283 tons,

Expore ernereaseinneen e 398,588

Transic ,, ersnnaene e 1,469,844
Bunker coal <hipped,e....uveeeeeiieniennn.... 353,455
0 Totaly woserinanncGIIeR 1T 4

Tarorts (ExcLupiNG River TRaDE).
Steamers, .....oooes 102,767 measuring 3,491,518 tons.
Sailing vessels, .....veee... 93 5 104,486,

——

w 3,396,004 ,,

Total, ......2,860

imported 2,625,610 tons made up as follows :—

3 TR st 3,995
I S o e A e 2,040
Cloals, e 062,909
(VTR ik i s e v b e Bhpir 10
L G e e L Ca r e (), 2 5

JEDsine i S i searnnee LODBGT

Carried forward,...... 729,571

2




[ 116 ] ' (117 ] |

. J 15. 2,729 river sicamers, measurine 3,275,927 <, impor 20.673
Drought forward,..... 29 ; 2 2 : g 9,279,827 tous, imported 120,675

tous of cargo, exported 93,778 tons, shipped 20,204 tons of buuker conl, and
conveyed 1,041,938, passengers, i e, imported less than last vear 21,291

Ol st

Opiam, «ceevececnsenias o oy

Rattang.toab i tons, exported 34,709 tons less, and enried fewer PASSCHECLS by 135,673

......... 619,075 16, Junks in local trade discharged, in various parts of the Colony,
S s e oL 50 99,964 tons, of which 85,413 were carth and stones, clearing from Victoria

SR AN e e b 1,625 with 9,597 tous of general cargo, of which 987 tons were earth and stones.

SrpapTeooUl ER R S 1,300

. o 17. , Passexarn Travene, 1894,
DUZALY) cueuneiesiasionnrsiassans 0, 4% y g
Tea 350 British vessels arriving carried «oo.oveeeivs e, 130,767
IR e sihoat siressie e ssres ITGIOS0 " departing - (excluding  Chinese
Vermeailli, .eeeoreeesseeseanes 1570 puassenger ships) earvied ....... 80,801
,, 96 Chiuese passengershipscarried 37,222
1,543,934
Gieneritl, Cooiiinnn.- 1,079,676 248,880
2,625,610
PEANRIE, i 1,469,544 Foreign vessels arviving carried covvvveiiiniinns 51,544
e e % departing  (cxcluding  Chinese
Fota] N et TR 1,095,454 ! e .
passcuger ships) carried . ...... 30,523
e . 1 SO0 1IN et P10
Compareld with last year this gives 132 ships less, measuring 61,072 2 4 Chinese passenger ships carried 11,801
tons carrying 42,280 tons more. u
: 93,868
Lxrorrs (ExcLupineg RIVER TRADE). i
Steamers, «.ooeeenennn 2,769 measuring 3,494,360 tonz.
i rer Tl U ) i 104,491 River steamers arviving carried ....... senreaenennene 416,176
) GETHURITD o it e e o 92382
Total, vereenn 2,863 3,508,851 ., . _ ——
. A ! : 941,958
exported 1,504,810 tons of eargo amongst which were 16,743 tons of kerosine —_—

and 2,583 tons of opium. These 2,769 steamers shipped also 333,231 tons

Macao launches ariving carvied . ovveeiiiinnen.... 12,524

of bunker conl. Compared with last year, this gives 137 ships less, measur- " T e o b e s e 13176
ing 64,825 less carryving 19,655 tons more, and shipping 53,350 tons less of 4
bunker coal. £ 25,650
European vessels imported 1,147,697 tons in excess of expor(z. Junks 4 —_—
exported an excess of 381,604 tons, thus the total excess of imports is Lawnches other places arriving carvied .oovvvveres. 198,229
reduced to 766,093 tons. IFrom this must be deducted 353,455 tons of ' departing 4, .evevereren. 203,885
bunker coul shipped—exelusive of that supplied to Her Majesty’s ships and ey
foreign men-of-war—leaving a balance of 412,638 tons consumed, manufact- 402,114
ured, and in stock in the Colony or unaccounted for, S—e——




Juuks in foreign trade arriving earvicd....oooseesr 108,387

i departing 5, caene H2561

220,948
Total arvivalsy ceeennenen. 917,627

.
. departures, oo 966,768

1,884,395
by CHLGTANES, voceweeen 49,023

1,933,418

Junks in loeal trade arriving earried......oooeis 6,064
5 departing 5 iiieiiiinin 4,829

e ——

10,893

.. . P78 Gt

Launches in waters of Colony ariving carried...1,969,307
o departing ,, 1,930,597

3,599,904

Total loeal arrivals,......1,975,37

5 departures, v......1,935,426

3,910,797

Grand total arrivals, oo e e e e e O]

W departures inelnding emigrants,......2,

5,944,215
Differcnce,...ovveneene.. 58,219

REVENUE,
18. The total revenue collected by the Harbour Department during the
year was £195,175.62, o decrease of $6435.40 on the previous year. Com-
paved with the average of the last five years it shows an increase of $39,086.44.
The details are as follows :——
L o T o e e S G 9 O (10331]
ii. Lieences and Internal Revenue, v viviiiveien,, 29,418.30
ili. Fees of Court and Office, virvinriiainiiianniny, 72,848,01

————————

$195,175.62

[Eenas——————)
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S1EAM LauNcnes.
19. Ou the 81st December, there were 131 steam launches employed in

the harbour, of these 60 were licensed for the conv eyance of passengers, 55

were privately owned, 11 were the proper ty of the Colonial Government,

also a floating fire engine, and 35 belonged to the Imperial Government in

charge of the military authorities,

All these launches, except those which belonged to Her Majesty or any

Foreign Government, arc required to have a certificatod master and enginecr
whose certifieates are liable to suspension or cancellation should they prove

negligent or incompetent. l)mmg the year one master was reprimanded and

The generally seamanlike manuer in which these launches are

handled deserves a word of commendation. I regret to say they don’t always
observe the “rule of the road 7 ;

; but this very fact, taken together with their

absence from aceident, to a great extent points towards good judgment, and
“results ”

cautioned.

are, after all, not an unfair eriterion,

Exigrarion.

20. There has been, as might be expecte.d, a greai fulling off in emigra-
tion.  For the three monihs June, July and Augunst, emigration was practi-
cally st'u ed ; the last three months of the vear, however, made some amends,
and finally the numbers amounted to 49,023 as against 82,336 in 1898, o
decrease of 33,313 ; but it was not mueh under 1892, and it was better than
the three years immediately preceding that one.

During the year, 451 ships reported having brought to ITongkong 96,095

Chinese passengers from various places to which they hal emigrated,

REGisTRY OF SHIPPING.
21. Dwing the year 6 vesscls, of 1,742 tons, were registered under the
provisions of Lhe Merchant Shipping Act, 1854, and 8 Certificates of Re-

gistry, with a total of 2,661 tons, were cancelled, Return No. XVIII shows
the remainder of the work done in this hranch.

22. * * * » * #*
2

23 * * * * »

2_1_ £ ) * #* * *

Suxpay Carco-WorkiNG ORDINANCE, 1891,
25. During the year, 110 “permits™ were issued, 20 were not availed
of, owing to its being found unnecessary for the ship to work eargo on the

Suuday, and the fee paid for the “permit” was refunded in each of these
cases,
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: R T et o Hie
were granted fres of charge, in accordance with the 1

50 “permits”
Hongkong as

structions received that certain muail steamers, not having

terminal port, should be exempt from pryment of the fee. ) :
26. Thoe question of “bunker conl™ was once more to the frout. We
have now on record the opinion of two Police Magistrates that * bllll%{f.‘,l‘
conl™ is not “cargo.” The legislature, however, remains sﬂeut“on the peint.
97, Another, and rather novel, expericnce was gained during the y-e:u‘
in conneetion with these Sunday permits. A “compradore order,” having

i ment of the fee, was on presautation by
been tendered and aceepted in payment of the fee, was 1

. e e o (45 B
the Bank to the drawers refused acceptance, and the reason given was “ First
1 (b
" The order was afterwards passed on to tae Crown

J 1 e
“Compradore orlers,’ however,

already paid. Solicitor,
and, 1 believe, with satizfactory results.

are not now reecived in paymeut of these fees.
28, "T'he amount collected in fees during the year was §18,379, nearly
double what it was in 1893, The intentiou of the Ordinance was, I believe,
unday work on board European vessels in the

to put a stop, or ncarly o, to 8 G
igi ¢ lix il : g prohibitive one.
harbour, and the feo originally fived was thought to be a

1t is evident that it is not so, however, and,
I think the fec should be doubled.

if 1 am correct in my surmise
as to the intention of the Ordinance,
SEAMEN.
29, 14,670 scamen were shipped and 15,585 diseharged at the Shipping

Ofice and on board ships during the year. i

30. 239 distressed seamen were received during the year; of these 78
were sent to the United Kingdom, 1 to Sydney, 2 to San Francizeo, 5 to
Bombay, 7 to Caleutta, 1 to Singapore, 4 died and 131 obtained employ-
i 1 at the Government Civil Hospital on the 31st Decem-

ment, and 7 remaine :
the relief of

ber, 1894, 56,798.00 were expended by the Boand of Trade in
H A

-

these men.

Manmise Sunvevonr's Sun-DEPARTMENT.

s

1. Return No. NXIII shows the work performed in this branch of the
I desire to record my appre-

Harbour Department, and in forwarding this,
ciation of the mauner in which the work of

32. It is necessary that I
that although the number of veszels surveyed during
some previous years, th
excecded any forwcer reeond s

this sub-departinent is carried out.
should explain with referénce to this return,
1891 was less than in

e tonnage and horse power represented by these vessels

Rl
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33. I would further like to reproduce in this report extracts from a
report made by me on the subject of the Government Marvine Survevers in
a lelter dated 14th June, 1892,

* * » * » T

#The duties of these surveyors, I am convineed, are very onerous, the
“inspection of boilers and engines, expecially during the hot weather, being
“most trying,

#The conditions also under which these surveys ave held at Ilongkong
“are peculiar; owing to the short time that vessels as a rnle remain in port.
“In order to save time, applications for survey are constantly received before
“the vessel’s arrival, and it frequently happens that the completion of the
“survey is the final act before she again leaves. ‘I'hey eannot even afford
“to wait for their passenger certificates, elearances being frequently granted
“them by me on reeeipt of a report from the survevor that the requirements
“of the law have been complied with,

“Tt is, therefore, most important that the work of surveying vessels
“should be carried on ax expeditiously as possible, and the importance of
 these surveys renders it imperative that the examination shonld be thorough ;
“in order to insure these conditions it is necessary that there should be an
“adequate and efficient staff, Tt will be seen from the report of Mr. Dixox
“attached hereto that the survey of a vessel for passenger certificate ocenpies
“himself and his assistant 8 hours, spread over a number of visits, about
“four. The time consumed, however, on this work is often considerably in
“excess of this 8 hours, as the ships may be anywhere between the Hung-
“hom Docks and Aberdeen. Other surveys thongh not occupying so much
“qime, in cach ease, are made under zomewhat similar cireumstances,

¢ There are four local Marine Smiveyors carrying on business in ITong-
“kong: in addition to these, some of the steamship ecompanies employ speeial
“surveyors for their vessels.  The Government Marine Surveyors practieally
“do a very large proportion of the amalgamated work of all these, having
“at the sume time to so mrange that if possible there should be no delay or
‘“inconvenience to any one. No casy matter in a place where, as may be
“expeeted, each owner or agent eongiders his own interest as paramount.”

These opinions expressed by me in 1892 I have to reiterate in 18935 ;
the work of the Government Marine Surveyors goes on increasing, and
gﬁoverﬁme " and Sunday work are Lecoming more and more common, In 1890
. ji]iﬁ;_grnss tonnage surveved amounted to 168,098, in 1894 it wa= 204,623 tons,
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Statistics issued by the Board of Trade show that, at Liverpool, during
the cleven months January-November, 1894, there were 423 vessels surveyed
for passenger certificate, with an approximate gross tounage of 1,015,200
and indicated horse power of about 846,000, In the performance of this
work T am informed there are no less than eleven engineer and shipwright
surveyors employed.

During the same period at Cardiff the numbers were 160, the gross
tonnage surveyed for passenger certificate was about 320,000 tous, and the
horse power 140,000. At this port there are 6 surveyors. 3

At Hongkong for the same period, the number of vessels for survey was
112, with a gross tonnage of 201,600 tons, and indicated horse power of
140,000. For this work we have one surveyor and onc assistant surveyor.

"Thus at Liverpool there are about 40 vessels of 92,000 tons per surveyor,
at Cardiff 27 vessels of 53,000 tons, while at ITongkong, with all its dis-
advantages of climate, &e., we have 56 vessels of over 100,000 tons to ecach
SULVEYOr.

A consideration of these facts can, I think, only lead to an improve-

ment in the pay of onr Surveyors or an inerease in the staff,

LIGHTHOUSES,

24, The amount of dues colleeted was as follows :—

Total
Tonnage.  fees
collected.

Rate | No.,of

¥ 55 Tes S .
Class of Vessels, per ton. | ships.

Sl

Qeean vessels paying full dues, vouieeel| 2, conts, 513,572,535/89.313.46
Launches paying full dues, coovvverienennsl don 45.07
River Steamers (Night Boats), v.coceeeul § cont. ' 525,647 3,506.49
Launches plying exclusively to Maeao,. do, 32 6,622 44.29

diver Steamers (Day Boats), cosveasannd| Free. 1,111,495

Launches plying to Macno by day,...... do.

4,988 5,245,282192,909.31

e R ——

*
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35. Under this heading I desive to make a few remarks, the gist of
which have already heen put forward by me in previous reports.

The subject of the tax on shipping is one that, I think, deserves atten-
tion. In my opinion the present tax of “light dues” is an “ill-conditioned ”
one, and an even larger amount of revenue than at present could be collected
on a more equitable basis.

The principle advoeated by me presents itself more and more foreibly
as exchange gets lower and lower, and it means the amelioration of “local
traders.™

At present all European vessels, excepting river steamers, pay a tax of
2} cents a ton, which tax is called “light dues.” The revenue derived from
this tax is one of the important items of the income of the Colony. It is
larger than its name implies, and, “extraordinary works” excepted, it is
considerably in excess of what is required for the maintenance of the light-
houses for which the Colony is respounsible.

A larger revenue, for general purposes, might be raised, and, at the

<ame time, a, to my mind, more equitable tax levied, by the substitution of
s dy ¥ 1 | > D}

. a periodieal payment, based, as light dues are, on “tonnage,” but on an

entirely different principle.

At the present time the local fraders, whose earnings are in local cwr-
reney, whose shares are held locally, and most of whom purchase their stores
and supplies in the Colony, are on the same curreney footing as the “trunk
liners ™ some of whom lie bere for lengthened periods paying “per entry ™
the same as the local traders, while the bulk of their earnings are in gold,
thieir stores purchased in Europe or America, and probably most important
consideration of all, whose owners or, sbareholders are not eoncerned with the
prosperity of the trade of Hongkong beyond the extent to which for the time
being it offers them a remunerative field as eavriers.

“Comparisons are odions,” but for purposes of illustration are never-
theless at times necessary. I hope, therefore, T will be exeused for making
use of them in the present ease.

A P. & O. mail stenmer enfers this port and pays 2} cents a ton for
‘that one entry, she proceeds to Shanghai and pays 66 cents a ton, this would

“¢lear her for 4 months in all Chinese treaty ports, but, as she does not go to

these, it practically amounts to her cutry at Shanghai, and she ean only

retarn once during the 4 months for which the “chop™ holds good.
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A Canadian Pacific Railway steamer enters Shanghai, pays 66 cents a
ton for a few hours, and proceeding to ITongkong, lics here thrce wecks at a
cost of 2} cents a ton. The entry at Shanghai on the return voyage rednees
the cost of the “Grand Chop” to 83 cents, but only by making 2 complete
trips in 4 months can she reduee her payment to China to about 30 per cent.

more than for these trips she has paid in thiz British port.
So much for the “trunk lincrs.”

On the other hand, a “Douglas” or *Indo-China™ steamer enters, pays
the same 2% cents a ton, remains herve for 12 or 24 hours, aud, returning again

in threz days from Canton or the Coast, Las to again pay light dues,

A quarterly or half-vearly port tax, scems, therefore, to be the fairest.

Vessels could then go in and out continually, availing themselves of the

lights, or lie in harbour ocenpying space, as may scem best for the peenlinr
circumstances of each braneh of trade.  DBut, of conrse, that tax could not

remain at 2% cents a tou.

Then again as to the present dues paid by river steamers. - Twenty
years ago or thereabouts when light dues were first imposed on European
shipping, (junks had contributed to the revenue for & vears pré\‘ious to this,)
these river steamers were given cxceptional rates in order to foster a paxti-
cular trade. That trade has now arrived at a position quite eapable of pay-
ing a fair share of the expenses of a Government under the meis of which

it was created.

At the present rate of light dues these vessels, under the special privi-
lege of paying only cne-thind of the fixed rate, and that only for those of
them which arrive at night, (all the other heing free of the port,) paid last
year £3,506 for a total tonnage arviving, amounting to counsiderably over a
million and a half of tons, er at the rate of less than J of a cent per ton, and
side by side with this they have been paying, it my information is corrcet,
about $17,000 at Canton for the same period.

They thus contribute to the Chinese revenue about 5 times more than
to the revenue of the Colony whose flags they fly and the protection of
whose laws they erave.

I am not advoeating the cause of the Chinese methods of obtaining

revenue, I merely with to illustrate (o ihese, who are aceustemed to hear a

sort of “comminaticn service” read, having the “frecdom of the port™ for

its {heme, how very mild cur metheds ave in Hongkong,
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36. The lighthouses were mintainel as wsual during the year. The
new leuses for Gap Rock, to replaze those injurel by the typhoon in October
1893, arrived from Eagland anl the light was restorel to its original condi-
tion of efliciency in, May.

37. Telegraphic anl telephonic communieation, with some few breaks,
has also been kept up with the Gap Rock and Cape D’Aguilar during the
year. From the former station, 373 vessels have been reported as passing,
and in addition 233 messages were recaived and 1,915 sent, including the
daily weathtr report for the Obsorvatory,

' R L B e e e : e
From Cape D’Aguilar 953 vosscls weie raported, and in addition 81
messages were sant and 106 received,

38. The meaus of communication with Gap Rock are uot, in my opinion,
satisfactory. In 1893 severe damaze was sustainel by the Light and build-
ings, and the kecpers were in a position of no little danger. Telegraphie
communieation being broken by the typhoon, inforaation of the state of things
only reached Hongkong through the courtesy of the captain of the P. & 0.
stenmer Clyde, who, in answer to a signal, sent a boat to communicate with
the Rock.  With considerable difficulty the immediate wants of the keepers

were relieved the following day,

Now, the station is in more or less danger from every typhoon which
affects Hongkong, and we ought to be in the best possible position to satisfy
ourselves as to their condition at any time during a typhoon, and to send
suceour to them if necessary immeliately the weather permits, Suach a
position we are not in at the present time, the more severe the ty phoon and
thus the greater the danger to the keopers, the more likelihood is there that
the telegraphic eommunication will ba interrupted, and, with that condition
of things, the people may be in the greatest peril withont our knowledge, and
if, as happened on one oceasion, the Fame could not be sparel by the Dock
Company until 24 honrs after the weather had moderated, the knowledge
mizht evertually eome {oo late,

The Lizht has been established at considerable expeuse, no reasonable

e\pemhtme should be grudged to ensure its efficicney and the safety of those
in whose charge it is.

The station was not damaged to a great extent by the typhoons of 1894,
though in the one of 4th to 5th October the sea was washing up to the build-

ings, the derrick wak carried away, and other minor damage was sustained,
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; . thought would be merely temnorary but which has now lasted for nearly ¢
(roveErxMENT GuxprowDER DEPOT. 2 i : ." 3. g o
vears.  The arrangement is unsatisfactory, Captain ITastivgs by workine
. Liec vear 1894 there has been stored in the Government s ; i 3 g ) > =
89. During the year out of hours is able to perform those dutics which ars independent of the
azine Stone Cutters’ Island :—
Magazine Stone Cutters’ Island :

Harbour Master, such as the compilation of statistie
i i ment of the huoys in the Larhour {nearly
and s0 on;

al records, the arrange-

No. of Approximate

all of swhich were relaid last year)
Cuses, &e. Weight.

but, as he is generally ubsent from the Harbour Office for half
of the usual office hours, he is unable to ¢

ake up the gencral management of

e i e

s the details of the Department, which I take to be the nieaning of the words
O © 519.98¢ “to assist the Harbour Master in the crformance of his various duties,” and
= Gunpowder, privately owned, o, 18,920 519,983 F i : p : ; , .
{ Do., Government owned,... . ‘-_{-;‘_3 : 49";'91_) which is the first of the Assistant Harhour Master’s duties as laid down.
‘artridges, privately owned,.ccoun..s l’”: Y asa S > . o
bl l‘t NENE OWHEH, eeesssenscnrsnanee 72 5,958 Opinions have from time to time heen expressed as to the abolition of '
Do, {zovermmen o . 5098 320.380
Explosive Compounds, privately owned,......... 2 0;3 "]"7r9 the post of Assistant Harboaur Master, and at times even those who have not
Do., Government owned, ... B g

suflicicnt knowledge of the subject to entitle their opinion tu serious con-

sideration, have nevertheless not refrnined from expressing it.

IR e e 27,791 1,340,992

Whatever opinion, however, may
is certain, uamelv, that an Assist

be held on that point one thing I think
ant Harbowr Master who is not in & position

L
to fully assisi in duties connceted with the Iarbour

anomaly, and plaees the Iarbour Master in u false

i g Department, is an
On the 31st Deeember, 1894, there remained as under:—

position. ;

S— Sy

N Bf Approximate The following opinion expressed by me to the Retrenchment Commis-
aNO, | A
Cages. | Weight. sion appears in their report.  As these opinious are sometimes lost sight of, .

soHig oan N and s I holil this one strongly still, it may I think well find a place of record

in this annnal report.

i 3,568 ) # # #* * # #
Gunpowder, privately owned, v, 6,563 164,868 # .
bl -y ) . ssssssana Vs savaa ‘e e : ) : .
o ('ﬂ“ i akangel 2,866 377,931 “1 cousider that with much advantage botl to the public and the Go-
Cartridges, privately owned, vvviveensieueniniinn, 866 5 | - | - iz
Do, ~ Goverument owned, «..vvescevesenss 2 Ql,igg “vernment service the Water Police might be made a hranch of the Harbour
Ixplosive Co ., privately ow A N 95 minde s b
ERpReamroisa ity onels - i 12 “Department and the Iarbour Master a winted Superintendent and the
. 24 1,120 I i p
Do., Government owned, ... 3 ,12

* Asgistant Harbour Master Deputy Superintende

ntand practical head there-
0

ul.

640,595

) o e e

*The duties of the Water Police ave

primarily the proper discipline of
“the harbour and the vessels thercin and the prevention of disorder and
ST “confusion ; this embraces suel matters as (i) regulation of f

““supervision of passenger traflic; (iii) overloading ; (iv)
- “ment and discharge of dangerous goods; (v) illeg

airways; (i)
shipment, tranship-

40, There has been no change in the staff of ITarbour Department

. Bl | g - -
: uepircRols 3 itcipd al boarding of vessels
during the year under review. T'he first Boarding Officer and the Princip " ;

(¥i) improperly erowding ships or buoys and all the other ¢offences in the
waters of the Colony® embracel in scetion 28 of the Merchant Shipping
linance,

il
Lightkeeper have been granted leave of absence to England.

The Assistant ITarbour Master has continued to perform the duties .of
the Secoud Magistrate, an arrgngement which when assented to by me was

.
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« ALl these dutics conuceted with offences against the Ordinanee are
“ywithin the purview of the Harbour Department, but that Departnent has
%o executive authority in most cases and no machinery to enforce the pro-
« visions of the Ordinauce which it is specially designed to carry ouf, viz.,
“&the control and management of the waters of the Colony and the regnla-
“<ttion of vessels navigating the same.’  When breaches occur which this
“ Department desires to take action on, applications have to be made through
% the heads of the departments concerned.  Delay ensues on such commutni-
“ontions, two sets of orders have to be given, and in uine cases ent of ten the
“ opportunity has passed hefore action can be taken, and the public only
“knows of the laches and condemus, being ignoraut of the well-mcant but

% cumbrous cfforts made by the two Government Departments concerned.

*That is one argament in favour of placing the Water Police under the
“ Harbonr Master. A sccond and perhaps more cogent one is that the ad-
“ visability of placing a body of men under an officer who is practically
« familiar with the duties which his subordinates have to perform must be
¢ the best method of obtaining the most favourable results. * # b L
“and it is only reasonable to suppose that the Harbour Master, a specially
“ qualified man constantly requiring the Water Police to assist him in the
“ Jue discharge of his duties and who hag an assistant in daily personal and
% petive intercourse with the shipping aad craft amongst which the Water

& Police have to do duty, would be the most fitting head for that force.”

The Committes in their report stated, with reference to my suggestion
—¢ We beg to state that we have no hesitation in recording our docisions
« that no change should be made in the existing system ™ (Police) ; yet not
one word of explanation was askel of me, nor one (uestion on the subject
put to either myself or the Assistant Harbour Master when our evidence was
taken, while a reference to the pablishel evidence of the Captain Super-
intendent of Police and the Deputy Superintendent, will show that a con-
siderable number of questions, some of which, I think, might be almost termed
“Jending " were put to these officers, with the apparent objeet of proving how
puerile and nnsupportable my suggestion was.  To my mind, the answers to
these, however, only showed how frail was the argument advaneed against my
suggestion, the real meaning of which, apparently, both the Retrenchment Com-
mission and the Police officers entirely failed to grasp.  And, it may be observed,
the ovidences of myself and of Captain Hastisas were taken more than 2

wonths after the Captain Superiutendent had given his views oy pro hosal,
1 g 3
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There ix, in my opinion, necessity for continuing the post of Assistunt
ITarbour Master, and I am further of opinion that, by placing the Iarbour
Police under the control of the Iarbour Master and making the Assistaut
Harbour Master thus-practical ITead, efficiency would be inercased, anomalies

removed, and, very probably, cconomy effected.

Inronrrs axn Exrorrs (Orrey) Orrice.

]
41. The Retun shows that during the year the amount of Opium

rejorted was as follows :—

1893, 1804, Inevease, [ eerease,

Imported, oveiiiine.... 89,0081 41,578 2474

Exparted it Sl n 43,5495 98,978) 4,571

Through cargoreported |
NI ol o S T
but vot landed, ...... | 160001 = S0

19,156 permits were issued from this Office, being a deerense of 2,382

as compared with 1893, -
A daily memo. of exports to Chinese ports was during the veur supplied ~ |
1 s . .o ’
to the Commissioner of Imperial Maritime Customs at Kowloon.
Surprise visits were pail to 95 godowns during the vear, °

=

I have the honour to Le,

Sir,

Your most ohedient Servant,

R. Muerray Remsey, Retd, Comd. RN,

Tlavhour Master, Se.

The ITonourable J. 11, Stewart Lockmant,

J Aeting Colonial Scerctary,
Sy S o
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THE POSTMASTER GENERAL’S REPORT FOR 1894

No. 37. = Gexkral Post Orrvicr,

HoNeroNG, 6th June, 1895.

Str,—T have the Lonour to forward the following report on the British
Postal Sexviec in Hongkong and China during the year 18947

2. The approximate statistics of corres pondence received and despatehed
during the year are given in fable A. These figures are arrived at by
taking statistics during a period of 28 days and multiplying the results by
18; no very exact conclusions can therefore be deduced from them. But
in so far as they may be relied upon they point to a considerable inerease
in Tnternational Postal business as compared with 1893, while the local
Lusiness appears to have suffered a slight decrease. The heads of

International business under which the largest 1ncreases appear are—

Ordinary letters despatched, ... 362/ .
(BTt TBRIGEY | oontmast s b b s s 55 O/q J
NOWSPAPOEY, &0k, <.t iuratoncnesmnrsnsnsonsnsBL
TEEATINEL  soom i e i et e a7 S 15 °/O :
Registered Artieles, ... 1z

3. Tt should be mentioned, Lowever, that two thirds or more of this
apparently large increase is attributable to the fact that the statistical
period in 1894 included the date of despatch of the New Year’s Mail for
Europe, which is always about 50 per cent. beavier than an average
homeward mail. The despatch of the Christmas homeward mail is always
included in the statistical period (the first 28 days in November) so that
the estimate of the yearly amount of correspondence despatclied is always
somewhat too high, although the fact docs not gveatly affect the comparison
from year to year.

4. A very fair index to the variations in the amount of correspondence
despatchied is furnished by the value of the stamps sold from month to
wonth, Table H shows these values (for Hongkong only) for 1893 and
1894. The comparison of the amount sold during the first seven months
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of 1894 with the amount for the corresponding months of 1893 shows an
increase of a little over 6 per cent. which is perhaps a fair estimate of the
annual rate of increase of the business of the Office. The reason for taking
seven months only for the purpose of the comparison will be inferred
from paragraph 16 below,

5. There is a decrease of 50 per cent. in patterns received and a small
deerease in newspapers received, the other heads of correspondence received
showing slight increases.

6. The I]‘ocal correspondence despatched shows a slight decrease in the
number of lotters, post cards, newspapers and registercd articles. In the
local correspondence received there is a decrease of 18 per cent. in
newspapers and registered articles, and a small decrease in ordinary
correspondence.

7. Table B gives the statistics of parcels received and despatched, and
table C gives the comparison with 1893. The figures shown for parcels to
and from the Coast Ports are estimated from statistics taken during 28

a

days in November; the other figures are exact.

8. A revised tariff for parcels post came into force on the 1st Oclober,
the most important alteration Dbeing the raising of the postage on parcels
to the United Kingdom from 25 cents per first Ib. and 20 cents for each
succeeding 1h. to 40 cents and 25 ceuts respectively. In spite of this
measure, which was rendered necessary by the fall in exchange, the
popularity of the parcels post appears to be steadily increasing.

‘able D shows th2 number of parcels posted in Hongkong despatched
to Burope by the Euglish mail, with the amount of postage and the
insurance fees collected. A reference to this table shows that 8,088 parcels
(an average of 152 per mail) were despatched previous to the 1st October,
while tlie mails of the 10th and 25th October and 6th and 20th December
carricd an average of 203 parcels each. The Christimas and New Year's
Mails are alvays exceptionally heavy and arve, therefore, not taken into
account in this comparison,

9. The new regulations for insured parcels also took effect from the
15t October, It is now compulsory to insure gold and silver articles for at
least part of their value.

10. A parcels post service belween Victoria and the Peak was
inaugurated on the same day, but the public showed no disposition to make
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use of it, only two parcels being posted in as many mouths. It was,
therefore, discontinued from the 1st December.

11. The insurance of parcels to India was discontinued in January. I
am, however, again in correspondence with the Postmaster General of
Bengal on the subject, and bope that a satistactory arrangement will Le
shortly completed.

12. Table E gives the number of messages received at the Telezraph
Room. There is an increase in the number of siguals of approaching
vessels from Cape D'Aguilar and a decrease ander each of the remaining
heads,

13. Table F shows the dates and causes of juterruptions in the
communication with Gap Rock and Cape D’Aguilar. The former number
six as against eleven in 1893, and the latter ten as against eighteen in 1893.

14. Table & shows the revenue and expenditure of the departmont
during 1893 and 1894, There is an increase under all heads of rvevenue
cxcept fees for private boxes in which there is a trifling deerease. The
most important increase is one of nearly 10 per cent. in the value of stamps
sold, which is attributalle partly to the increased postal taviff, which came
into force on the 1st August, and partly to a general increase in coriespond-
ence despatched. The largest relative increase is nnder the head of profit
on exchange on Money Order transactions, This is, however, deceptive,
The amount shown fur 1894 is the sum paid into the Treasury in that year
and represents approximately the profit on the transactions of 1892 and
1893. The profit on the 1892 transactions was not paid into the Treasury
in 1893 because it was feared that the heavy loss caused by the closing of
the Indian Mints, referred to in paragraph 12 of the Acting Postmaster
General’s report for 1893, would swamp both that and the profit on the
1893 transactions with other countries, and possibly render necessary
a vote to meet the deficiency. Fortunately, this fear was not réalized, and
but for the loss referred to, amounting to $4,092.00, the bnsiness of 1893
would have shown a profit of 87,922.74 as against 52,374.41 for 1892, the
lavge increase being due principally to increased transactions with Australia
consequent on the failure of several Anstralia banks.

15. The increase under the various heads of expenditure ave for the
most part attributable to the full in exchange.
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16. Ou the Ist August the postage to the United Kingdom was rdised
from 7 cents to 10 cents per § oz, for letters, with correspondiny inereases
for other deseriptions of correspondence. The effect of this change has
been to inerease by some 10 per cent. the average value of the ﬁmnthly
sale of stamps, allowance Leing made for the usual estra lavrge sale in

November.

17. The value of stamps sold at Shanghai jumped suddenly from
$1,976 in July to 82,753 in August anl maintained, from Auzust to
Dacember tuclusive, an average of $2,938 2 month as azainst $1,681 for the
preceding seven months, an increase of more than 70 per cent.  This large
increase was caused almost entively by tha closing of the Jupaness Post
Office at Shanghai, by which a great deal of extra work fell to the lot of
the British Office. It is an ill wind that blows nobody any good, aud one
cffect of the China-Japan War was to put some $1,200 a month into the
pockets of the Honglkong ratepavers.

18. Table I shows the Money @rder busiuess for 1894,

19, T vegret to state that during the year it was*found that more than
50 registered letters, originating for the most part from the Straiis
Settlements, had been during the previous year lost or misappropriated in
travsit through this Office. No prosecution was instituted, and the greater
part of*the indemuities claimed Ly the senders was paid by the father of
the clerk 'to whom the losses were traced, and who was permitted to resign
from the service. I am pleased to add that I bave complete confidence in
the staft at present under my coutrol in this Office, who have one and all
pertormed their duties conscientiously and satisfactorily.

20. Mr. J. Prer joined the department as janior clerk in April,
21. Mr. J. Cosra resigned in May,

22. Mr. A, M. Sruva, the senior clerk, retired on pensiou in November,
and was succeeded by Mr. W. J. Sorry, who was transferred from the
Police Foree. '

23. The Post Office shroff Fu N died in July, and was succeeded by
Cuine Kan Leusg.  The Money Order shroff also died, and was succeeded
by Na Luw.

24, T returned from leave of absence on the 8rd October, and the

‘Assistaut Postwaster General, Mr. Norrircore, left for England the same

0
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MONEY ORDER BUSINESS, 189L,— Continued.
(o LRSS Number Colonial Total
of Amount. Com- Commis-
Orders. mission. sion.
In Dollars. A % 1 SN
DBrought forward,.....cocovenie o ,4.)4 5 48 & 1,920.45
Tlonckong on Shangl};)ni, P e O v L S e e 13] s ’(-108;'} 4:60
Do. 00 Const POTtE, seeeesrireesoniaresrasianrosriarormanescsrsnssnsserestsns o 5 T2
G . . ‘ i meel Ist -, 1894) 55 397.49 11.81
Iongkone, S'hai. & Agencies on United States, (commeneed st July, 1594), s 2
e Do, on Canada, ".‘"...-...]...-.-.l...(:)-‘.l...'-‘;"'..... 43 (38.03 1061
Japan, (including through Orders from iy o y
12 s l}ﬁ.llﬁ’tl‘:lli:l, &c.)t ...... h ...... e 1,127 l -)"3,0%*1-4(: ]‘)’(;-ig —
e . = 7 2 225.52 oLy —_—
Do. on ﬁfr:ms R eLtIOMENTS, tersrersantsmsnrmearaakese 1(7)22) i 1,35{’) g() o0 =
Do. on Siam, .eeee.- St A e TR el \ ""#l.GS 119 =
Do. on British North Borneo, ...... Tt cens 37 ! (3h. 8 i
—_—
Total Outward Orders in Dollavs, «oooe.a. 1,535 s 59,111.77 249.50 244,50
- ' 8‘ B .
i q 'ts o GV a4.26 20.00
Shanghai on Hougkong and (",’ouslat Ports, Siaraceesernasiissessa it it e h S e
e Srtoson Hongkon, S, & Agonis Gommercel s 100) | 6 55088 |35
S Tro ARs. o NS I B TR ) B 1.20
eapAn - 511 12,208.83 17.99
Struits Settlenents ber i o Fe) ‘ oo | 6o
am " 5 018484 10.18
Sritish North Borneo Do., LR o e 58 1,0183
Total Inward Orders in Dollars, .« oviee vneee 1,138 26,487.87 84.67 3467
Cuarvied foriward,........... e B2,254.65
S
= -
ped
MONEY _ORDER BUSINESS, 1894,— Continued.
Nnmber Colonial Total
. < of Amount. Com- Commis-
Orders. o° mission. sion,
In Rupees.
P Rs. as. 8 o 5 e
. ) Brought forwerd,................ Y s 2,254.65
Hongkong, Shanghai & Agencies on India, (resumed on Istuly, 1894). ... 132 20,909, 4 160.32 g
Do. ONPBCRION,: ireneveiiicserenssvaresonistonreaen 15 66Y.14 1.61
Total Ontward Orders in Rupees, oo, 447 30,579, 2 161.93 161.93
I‘mlin on Hongkong, Shanghai & Agencies, (resumed on Ist July, 1894), ...... 69 5,182, 1 13.58 :’.’
Ceylon Do., 9 107. 6 28 = e
Total Inward Ovders in Rupecs, ....oovveiianns 78 5,289. T 13.86 13,860 =
Imperial Postal Orders payable in the United |
Kingdom. ‘ £ v d
10 Orders, ..... A 9G8 18. 8. 0
! ; _ T o e b e 69.16. 6 |
Sold at Hongkong, Shanghai and Agencies, ...... c4 B0 783 195.15. 0 ! o H82.25
W e e P Lo71 335.10. 0 s
200 s 2,385 2.385. 0. 0 [
Total Sterling Orders, ; 6,138 | 3,284, 9. 6 ; 582.925 582.25
|

Carried forward,....c........e0a0n$3,012.69




MONEY ORDER BUSINESS, 1894, — Continued.

Local Postal Notes payable in Hongkong, Shanghai
and Agencies.

Do it forerd sy

f; 25-Cent Notes,eeeeaee.-

a0 o, A o .

5 1.00 S i il

Sokl at Honekone, Shanehai and Agencies {I £:00 H gl 5 5
el Al 2 kg s b A g HH .,....F 3‘00 e
4.00 e Eve

3.00 2 Bk R

10.00 i,

SRatalBoIIm Ol o s Tl

Number Colonial Total
of Amount. Com- Commis-
Orders. mission, sion,
s e SRt e 5 c
L A TR S 2 3,612.69
[
i 134 33.50 1.34
' 225 112.50 2,95
237 237.00 4.74
190 380.00 7.60
: 266 798.00 15.96
319 1,276.00 25.52
472 2.360.00 47.20
TAT 7,470.00 149.40
2,590 12,667.00 254.01 254.01
Nl e e s 3,266.70

3 GO et e R OO

Arruur K. Travens,
Lostmaster tieneral.
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