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RULES AND REGULATIONS,

TS ot b sieled THE HonowonG. GENERAL CRAMBER
or COMMERCE.

I1. That the object of the Chamber shall be to watch over and protect
the general interests of Commerce, to collect informasion on all matters of
interest to the Mercantile Community, and to use every means within its
power tor the removal of evils, the redress of grievances, and the promotion
of the common good: to communicate with Authorities and others thereupon;
to form a code of practice, whereby the transaction of business may be -
simplified and facilitated ; to receive references, and to arbitrate betwesn
disputants—the decisions in such reference to be recorded for future guidance.

LIL. ‘That all Mercantile Firms and persons engaged or interested in the
Trade of China shall be eligible for admission as Members in the manmner
hereafter described, and on payment of $50 for Firms, and $15 for single
individuals for the cwrrent year, and a like Annual Subseription, payable in
advance on Ist January.

LV. That candidates for admission proposed by one Member and seconded
by another shall be elected at the yearly Mesting by a majorify of votes of
the Members then present, or in the interval, by the Committee, subject to
confirmation at the next ensuing General Meeting.

V. That voting by Proxy, or by Members whose Subscriptions are in
arrear, be not allowed, and that not more than one Member of the same Firm
be allowed to vote on the sane oceasion.

VI. That in the absence from the Colony of sll the Partners in a Firm,
their Representative by Power of Attorney shall be entitled to vote.

VII. That any Member may be expelled from the Chamber on the
proposition of the Committee communicatedato all the Members, and consi-
dered at a General Meeting, provided that nbt fewer than two-thirds of those
present vote for the expulsion. .

VIII. That any number of Members not less than 10 shall be held to
constitute a Greneral Meeting called in conformity with the rules of the
Chamber, whether yearly or special.

® IX. That the Business and Funds of the Chamber be managed by a
Committee of Nine Members, consisting of Chairman, Vice-Chairman and
Seven Members, to be elected annually, at the yearly General Meeting of
the Chamber. Four to form a quorum, and the Chairman in case of equality
to have the casting vote in addition to his own.

X. That the Committee shall meet at least once a month, on such day
as may be fixed for the transaction of business, and at other times when
summoned by the Chairman, or in his absence by the Vice-Chairman. The
procaedings to be laid on the table for the inspection of Members, subject to
Sieh regulations as the Committee may deem expedient. In cases of the
Hon-attendance of the Chairan or Vice-Chairman, a Chairman to be chosen
by the Members present,

o
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I That in case of a vacaney in the Committee, it shall be filled up
pro tempore by the Committes until the next General Meeting; and that
they have the power to appoint a Sub-Committee from their own number for

any purpose whateyer.

XII. That a paid Secretary be elected by the Committee, such election
to be subject to confirmation at the next ensuing General Meeting.

XIII. That the Annual General Meeting of the Chamber shall be held

" in the month of February (or as soon thereafter as may be found convenient)

of each year; and that Special Meetings shall be called by the Chairman, or
in his absence by the Vice-Chairman, on the requisition of any Five Members
of the Chamber, to be held within ten days subsequent to the receipt of such
requisition. .

XIV. That all important questions affecting the Trade of the Port, and
its Political or Commercial relations with the Empire of China or with other
States, may be discussed at the Yearly General Meeting or Special General
Meeting for that purpose convened, in the manner provided for by Rule XIIT.

X V. That the Committee be empowered to frame By-laws, which shall
at once come into force, but must be presented for confirmation at the next
ensuing Goneral Meeting of the Chamber; and being so confirmed, shall be
equally binding with these Rules upon all Members. .

X VI. That the Funds of the Chamber shall be paid into one of the
Banks under an account to be opened by the Committee, and that all Cheques

shall be signed by the Secretary to the Chamber, countersigned by the
Chairman or Vice-Chairman, or in their absence by one of the Committee;
that all disbursements shall be sanctioned by the Committee at their ordinary
Meetings, and that an account shall be audited by two Members of the
Chamber and laid before the yearly General Meeting.

XVIIL That a yearly Report of the proceedings, be prepared, and, after
being approved at a General Meeting, printed and cireulated.

X VIITL. That the above Rules be added to or altered only by a majority
of the Members of the Chamber present at a General Meeting, ter days’
notice having been given of the proposed alteration.

XIX. That the foregoing Rules be printed, and an authentieated copy,
subscribed by each Member on admission, be kept as part of the records of the
Chamber.

Byl W
Ot

1. The Office shall be open daily trom Noon to 1.30 par, when the
Secretary shall be in attendance, and ready to communicate with any Member
requiring information or access to the Records of the Chamber.

II. The Secretary shall attend all Mectings (including those of the
Arbitragion Committee, if required), keep 2 journal of all proceedings, take
charge of all documents, keep the accounts of the Chamber, collect Statistics,
prepare Statements of Trade, condnct and keep copies of correspondence, and”

attend to such other duties as may be required by the Committec,

4t
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1II. All Communications shall be received and answered through
Chairman, Viece-Chairman, or Secretary. Gy e

IV. No documents belonging to the Chamber shall be removed during
Office hours, nor shall any mjnnte of its proceedings be made public withont
an order of the Committee.

V. Notice of any proposition or business to be laid before the yearly
General Meeting, or any Special Mecting, shall be given to the Secretary at
least forty-eight hours before the Meeting, who, in the circular calling such
%/Ieeting, will state the business or proposition, and by whom to be brought

orward.

VI. The means to provide a suitable Establishment, and to defray ex-
penses in addition to the Subscriptions fixed by Rule 3, shall be raised in the
following manner:—By the sale of Statements of Trade, by fees on Arbitra-
tion and References, by fees for certified copies of the Records and other
Dpeux_neuts‘in the Archives of the Chamber, and by voluntary gifts and con-
tributions either in money, maps, books, or anything which may be useful to
thie Institution. :

VII. The Committee shall appoint every year five from their number,

" three of whom in regular succession shall be the Acting Committee, to decide

on all cases submitted to the Arbitration of the Chamber, whose functions
shall continne so long as any business brought before them during their period
of service is undecided.

VIII. The Members of the Arbitration Committee shall Be entitled to a
Fee of not l.egs than $5, and not more than $20 each, and the Chamber to a -
Fee (.m addition) of not less that $10, and not more than $100, on every case
s_uhmlttf%d to the arbitration of the Chamber. The amount to be regulated by
the Arxbitration Comumittee, according to the importance of the case and the
time ?eeupled therein, subject to an appeal to the General Committee, whose
decision on the amount shall be final. . y

IX. The Disputants in an Arbitration casg siia.ll be held to
the fees jointly and severally to the Chamber.s1 3 guaranico

X. The Arbitration Committee shall ‘appoint its own Chairman and
f:onﬁne its f_ﬂnetions to cases when its intervention or advice is requested, and
on no occasion shall it proceed with any case unless all the parties subscribe
a Bond making the award a Rule of the Supreme Court. Printed forms of
such Bonds legally prepared, shall be kept for the information of Members
who may have occasion to resort to the Chamber for Arbitration: and the
Gommittee shall not arbitrate upon, nor take any cognizance of, any dispute
g}l;:te;er, unless one of the parties interested therein be a Member of the

hamber.

XI. That in the event of any i i

= T v question as to the construction or applica-.
:;;): ;:i]ﬂ_mﬁebe-Laws, the Geeneral Committee shall have power to Ii}lzscide
the same, submitting the matter t th i ¥ 1
i 1tsu--ﬁ1;‘£tl<deci‘g5iong r to the next General Meeting of the Chiamber

‘_5 ° o
S Aunite lipefe - aég}«-!’-::a 6@ ¥
. = .A‘r’fl é:’.u I-f- -
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SCALE OF COMMISSIONS AND BROKERAGE

adopted by the Hongkong General Chamber of Commerce,

at the half-yearly Mecting held on April 30th, 1872.

COMMISSIONS.
Purchasing or selling Tea, Raw Silk, and Cotton, .......... ...3 per cent, .
] any of above, if as returns for Goods soldyecaresnena. 28 )
. orselling Opinm, i e

enansnnena
. or selling all other Goods and Produce, Ships 5
AR AN ea R 7 o N SR IS

S and selling Shares or Stocks, . ..coevsveinsvseceseersnal

Tnspecting Leaior Silk, woalion i o s e i
Guaranteeing Sales, .......... “eenessruensieaniannns AR .21

o I T AL (o h ot L f e e T b el

Drawing or endorsing Bills of Exchange, .reveees ceviessvnannee.]
i or negociating Bills of Exchange without recourse, . i

Purchasing or realising Bullion or Bills of Exchange, c.eever..

Remitting the Proceeds of Bullion or Bills of Exchange, rres 1

Paying and receiving Money in Current Account, . ....eeeseses
»s  Ship’s Disbursements, e

Collecting Freight, «..cvvveeeernnns e R sianesennZh
Obtaining Freight or Charter, cvuveeereciivemsseeseeenaenrenseesernsd

s i O and collecting same Freight,...6
Adjusting Insurance Claims on Amount Recovered,......vsses?
Effecting Insurance, on the Insured Amount, . esssssesseseesees
Prosecuting or defending successfully Claims, either at Law} 5

OR by A T ra T ON e
Prosecuting or defending unsuccessfully, Crevesssarrensersasneenendd
Managing Estates and collecting Rents,....cvvesirveensrennnsensd
Transhipping and forwarding Jewellery, and Bullion, .........
Forwarding or transhipping Cargo, ........ SR e il

Transhipping or forwarding Opium, .....ceveveviereesieieerennen.$2 per chest.
Goods withdrawn or resshipped, ieseseiireivsinsecsireserereneeenid Commission.
Granting Letters of Credit, vvvsei®iierssisressasssssseseessssnanninns ] por cent.
For doing ship’s business when no inwazd or outward Com- | 20 cents per
MIBGION 18/ €ATNE, o srxesereprusssasnsnpanerensrinnsunssasess § REZISEET ton.

The conversion into Hongkong curreney of sterling freight inward to Hong-
kong, payable in Hongkong, shall, unless otherwise stipulated, be made
at the rate for Bank Bills on London payable on demand; and the rate
ruling at the close of a mail shall be the rate applieable to such purpose

during the subsequent week.
BROKERAGES.

Bills and Bullion, ...cccvevnuen.
Produce & General Merchandise, ..u..... ven ke i
Hires Arnid e e Ty 53 1
For negocinting and completing Charters} 1

and procuring Freight, . covueseeessenns 2 2t

~Shares } per cent. on the amount of
money changing hands in the trans- - Payable by both sides.

HCATOM, o veiivincsasrenifinsvorts ats s sagas s

2y

T i—per cent. Payable by Seller.

by Ship.

MINUTES of the Yearly General Mecting of the HoNGKONG
GENERAL CHAMBER OF COMMERCE, keld on the 18th March,
1886, for the purpose of receiving the Report of the Commiitee
and passing the Secretary’s Accounts for the year ending 31st
December, 1885. :

Present:—

The Honourable W, Keswick (Chairman), Honourable P, Ryriz (Vice-
Chairman), Hon. T\ Jackson, Messrs, B, H. M. Huxtineron, H. Horrivs,
A. P. MacEwex, H, L. Darrymrre (Committes), G. de Caampmavx, L.
PorsNECKER, C. Srigsrr, G. Smare, D. R. Crawrorp, W, H. F, Darsy,
H. P. Tenvaxt, M. Grore, H. W. Davis, A, McCoxacarg, J. J. Francis,
A. McIveg, C. P. Caater, A, Coxon, H. A. HerserT, and H, M, Bairy

{Secretary).
THE MINUTES.

~The minutes of the last annual meeting and of the meetings held since
were taken as read and were confirmed. '

The Crairman—Gentlemen, the repeﬁ which your Committee have
now to submit, together with the printed correspondence which accompanies
it, indicates, I think, very clearly the iinportance of the subjects which
have engaged the attention of the Uommittee. These matters have been
probably of greater commercial importance than have ugually been brought
before the Chamber in one year. When we last met a war cloud cast its
dark shadows over this part of the East and the feeling of uncertainty
‘which prevailed as to what would happen—what would be the issue of the
‘blockade of Formosa and of Pakhoi, the right of search exercised by the
‘French men-of-war, and the general interruption of business which it was
feared would be consequent on the threatened extension of Lostilities to the
Far North—rendered every one who had commerecial relations here anxzious
a8 to the future. Fortunately before the year had far advanced these fears
,Wwave dispelled by the treaty of peace, and a war which was commenced,

1T believe, in a great measure through misunderstanding, accidentally, and
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owing to a considerable amount of ignorance, was bappily brought to an
end, That treaty of peace could not but affect very materially the interests
of this colony. Thereis a further treaty now in proeess of negotiation which
it will be the duty of the Chamber to watch the terms of with care, and it
is to be hoped that when that treaty is signed and before us we shall find
in it much to approve of and that we may consider it will redound to the
advantage of this Colony by increasing intercourse with the southern
portion of China, and, let us bope, not in too exclusive a manner providing
only for the advantages of the French people. Whatever the advantages
may be that that treaty gives in the way of frontier commerce to France I
think it should be the effort of this Chamber to secure that this Colony
shall also enjoy through the means of the waterways of the neighbouring
province. Whatever advantages land transit between Tonquin and China
may possess I think the waterways of the South ghould also enable us to
obtain., Before leaving the subject of the war I think it well to remark
upon what occurs to me as the advantage which China obtained by that war.
It strikes me that nothing that has occurred during the last quarter of a
century has dene more to make China a nation, to produce a patriotic
feeling amongst her people, and to bring into harmony with the ideas of
the East those of China. We have seen already the development that has
taken place in telegraphic communication. We must hope that the effect
of the experience gained by China through the telegraph will be seen by
and by in the greater enlightenment of the people and the introduction of
more rapid means of communication. Nothing will tend so much to the
advantage of commerce in Hongkong, to the improvement of Hongkong
a8 a city, to the increase of its revenue, now so important, as communication
throughout the interior of China by means of the opening of the water-
ways and the establishment of railways, that our imports may reach the
farthest side of China and her exports reach the sea board as cheaply as
possible, There is also to be considered in connection with the changes
that have taken place since we last met the progress of British power on
the other side of China. The addition of Burmah to the Indian Empire
cannot fail, T think, to be productive of good, if only through Chiua, her
boundaries being now those of Western nations, being obliged to progress
in concert with them. One of the other subjects that engaged the attention
of the Chamber was that of direct telegraphic communication between this
Colony and Singapore. This is a subject of considerable interest at any
time, but in the event of a war with a European power no subject could

aud our receipts have suffered, The effect of all that is that our receipts

i

possibly be of more interest and no work could possibly ne of more
jmportance. I do not think that the suggestion that has been made that
this Colony should out of its revenue contribute to the cost of laying a cable
or should contribute to a subsidy for it can well be entertained. The
finances of the Colony, from my point of view, do not admit of it. There
are other very important works rvequiring money. There is the water
supply ; we know not what it will cost; it will cost an unknown sum, I

believe; but its advantages when completed we cannot deny. I believe
when we get that water supply the industries of Hongkong will be largely
extended, and the Chinese population, if they get a cheap water supply,
will grow more rapidly than we can form any concepticn of. Quarantine
is also a subject, as I think you are aware from the published statements
that have appeared, that has eugaged the attention of the Committee
of the Chamber throughout the whole year, and I am sorry to say that
even now it is nob satisfactorily settled. T hope, however, as time goes on,
if we peg away and keep advancing our own opinions and insist on having
them attended to, we shall ultimately succeed, The obstruction to vessels
rea‘o:hing Canton continues to be a serious hindrance to #frade, and re-
presentations on that subject have been continuous. So far nothing has
been done towards removing the barriers which were placed in the river
during the war, but from the latest information we have from Peking on the
subject, and the constant efforts on the part of Her Majesty’s Chargé
& Affaires, it is hoped that they will be removed. The other matters re-
ferred to in the report I do not think requirerany special remark from me,
unless it be with regard to finance, Unforfunately, gentlemen, the returns
we obtain for the circular issued by the Cnamber are not so complete and
are not so accurately given as the 'Secrata.ry could wish. He has great
difficulty in compiling the circular, and it is difficult to feel sure that in all
cages the statistics are as correct as they ought to be. It would add very
.db_:'isid'erably to the value of the report and I think also increase its sale if
members of the Chamber would try to give information more accurately
and more fully than has been obtained. On Reuter’s telegraphic service
about $400 are deficient for the year. The importance of Reuter’s tele-
grams is considerable, but unfortunately the way in which they are published
renders the information accessible to a great many people jusb as readily as
if they subscribed to the Chamber and obtained it in a legitimate way.
4@ consequence i3 the subscriptions to Reuter’s telegrams have fallen off
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do not quite meet our expenditure, and though we have a deposit at our
credit it will only require some five vr six years at the present rate of es-
penditure for that to be absorbed. Gentlemen, I beg to move the adoption
of the report and accounts. I have omitted to mention that the treaty
between France and China in June, 1885, and the correspondence between
the Government and this Chamber on the subject, had not been printed
when our report was issued, but it will now be published. I have omitted

also to mention one subject referred to in the report, and that is the

proposed memorial to the late Sir Harry Parkes. The Chamber has been
addressed by gentlemen at home who have moved in the matter, and the
Committee has addressed the Chamber of Commerce at Shanghai and also
the Chamber of Commerce at Yokohama with a view if possible of concerted
action, and I hope something worthy of this community and of the commu-
nities of Shangai and Yokohama will be done towards showing their appre-
ciation of so valuable a public servant as we lost by the death of Sir HaArrY
PaARKES.

Hon. P. Ryrie—Gentlemen, I beg to second the adoption of. the
report and accounts, and I do most cordially echo the sentiments of our
Chairman with reference to the memorial to the late Sir Harry ParkEs.
If ever a man in the history of our intercourse with China deserved a me-
morial it is the late lamented Minister, and I feel confident an appeal for
this object to the commercial community of this Colony will be most libe-
rally responded to, I have pleasure in seconding the motion.

Carried unanimously.

Mr. MacEwen—Mr. Cuarrman, I would say with reference to the
remarks you have made regarding the proposed telegraphic communication
between Hongkong and Singapore that I am somewhat disappointed that
you were not able to take a more encouraging view of this, to my mind, most
important matter. I will read a few extracts from the letter received from
the Secretary of state for the Colonies, dated 13th January. He says—

My predecessor in his despatch No. 116 of Ist May last stated that the Lords
Commissioners of the Treasury were not prepared to recommend Parliament to grant any
subsidy for the purpose, and while, after careful consideration, I fully recognise the
advantage, in a great degree political and commercial as well as military, of a direct
cable to Hongkong, and am willing that the proposal should be further considered. I am

not satisfied that the Imperial interests involved would justify the large annual outlay
from Imperial funds necessary to provide even the half of the subsidy, amounting to

£20,000, which the Eastern Extension Telegraph Company would require for laying,
and maintaining the proposed cable,

(15)

I am not aware whether more favourable terms can be secured from this or any
other Telegraph Company, but before inviting the Departments of Her Majesty's Govern-
ment to consider the scheme afresh, I desire to learn whether the Hongkong Government
would be prepared to contribute a substantial portion, say one-fourth, or one-third of the

required subsidy.

Well, sir, after reading that letter I put myself in communication with
Mr. DugraN, the Agent of the Eastern Extension Telegraph Company

‘here, who has been most courteous in forwarding the various messages this

Chamber has recently had to send, and he very kindly said he would com-
municate with his Board of Directors at home with a view to see whether

some further reduction could not be obtained, and a few days later I

received thig letter from him, dated the 16th instant:—

Referring to our conversation of last week, I have since been in communication
with my Board, and I have represented to them the wishes of the Colony, the advantage
to traffic by having a direct cable, and the views of the Colonial Office as indicated in a

Jetter recently published here. Ihave asked them to make the lowest estimate of subsidy

required to he paid to the Company so that no actual loss should result. The Secretary
informs me that the matter has been reconsidered, and I am now able to inform you that
the Company are prepared to lay a direct cable between Singapore and Hongkong if a
subsidy of fifteen thousand pounds per annum is guaranteed for tweenty years. Please
take an early opportunity of acquainting the Chamber of Commerce with fhe Board's offer.

Now, sir, within a very short time you see a reduction of 25 per cent is
‘made upon the Company being applied to, and T must say I think if the

Government of Hongkong would take the matter up in a vigorous manner,
and consider it with the military and naval authorities here, and not allow
the thing to slip by them in such an easy manner, within a very short
space of time we should see this most desirable cable laid. With reference
to what you have said about the inability of the Colony to provide a sub-
sidy, it is supposed, I think, that only a vel’y small amount would probably
be required, say perhaps £1,000 or *£1,500 per annum, and I have reason
not only to believe certain members of the Finance Committee would not
object to this, but T am also certain that the Government of the Straits
would also consent to give a small confribution, I think this matter could
be put through, and I therefore hope that my friend Mr. Jackson, as
representing this Chamber’s interests in the Legislature, at the next meeting
of the Council will agitate this matter again and see if something cannot
he done, Now, sir, with reference to the remarks you have made on the
subject of quarantine, I think it will be admitted on all sides that this

- Chamber has done its utmost in this respect, and I do not see myself that

an¥ further good will result from the Chambor continuing the correspon-
ﬂence The correspondence speaks for itself, and I think it must be plain
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to any impartial observer that the Government has & very feeble case, but
I do most certainly think that the un-official members of the Council ought
to continue to press the matter on the attention of the Government, more
pa.rtlcuiarly with regard to the delay in the building of the lazeretto
for the reception of patients on Stonecntters’ Island. Upon publication of
the letter of the Government dated the 4th instant, in reply to one from
the Chamber dated the 25th January asking for information with reference
to the building of this lazeretto, I asked the Chairman of this Chamber
and Mr. JacksoN as to what state that building was in, and I was informed
by them that they had every reason to believe that the building was almost
completed.

The Crarrman—I said it was commenced and was being proceeded with.
Mr. MacEwex—I understood from you it was near completion.

The Cmarrman—1It is only about a month ago since the plans were
passed.

Mr. MacEwexn—1I have no doubt whatever that the information I
received from the Chairman and Mr. JacksoN was given on what they
believed to be good authority. Well, I went over to Stonecutters’ Island,
and T found there were simply the bare foundations, laid in 1883, and not
one stone or piece of wood had been put in towards its completion.- About
a fortnight ago, about the time this letter was written, a contractor was sent
over, and I believe T am perfectly correct in sying that the plans were only
submitted for final approval within the last few days. I informed the

_ Chairman and Mr. Jackson of this, and the Chairman very kindly put a

question in Council yesterday$ but I think that instead of asking the
Surveyor General when the building would be completed, it would perhaps
have been more to the point to have asked why it was not completed long
ago, because it gave the Surveyor General an opportunity of giving what
1 consider a most feeble reply. He throws the whole of the responsibilivy
of completing this most desirable building on a Chinese contractor. He
says be feels the greatest confidence that this individual will complete the
building by the 1st July, because if he does not he is liable to a fine of $10
a day. Well now, I would like to know if that contract had been signed
when it ought to have been, say a year ago, and the buildings had been
gone on with leisurely, what the difference in cost would have been between
it and the building which is to be put up rapidly within three months. I tkinlk
this a matter that might be enquired into. I have no hesitation whatever

in saying that it is a disgrace that this state of affairs should exist and so
much laxity prevail in the Government departments of this Colony. Our
(Grovernors, our officials, bankers, and merchants, when speaking in publie,
houst of our shipping and of this being the second or third most important
port in the world, and yet the only provision made for sick and dying
patients suffering from contagions disease is half a dozen wretched matshed
<hanties not fit to put a sick pig into.
Mr. Pravcis—The Health Officer declines to put patients into them.
Mir. MacEweN—I was coming to that. As Mr. Francis has said, the
Fealth Officer declines to land passengers suffering from contagious disease
jufo these matsheds, and that was the reason for the delay in the case of
the Bellona, which was quarantined here for 17 days. I think the agents
oF owiiers of that steanmer have a very fair claim for compensation against
the Government. Well now, gentlemen, what is the remedy for that state
of thinzs? I do not expect myself that the building will be completed by
the Ist July, so I would suggest the Government should charter a ship and
it her up as a hospital hulk. There are plenty of them lying idle in the
summer months, and it wounld not cost very much. T believe ﬁlyself that if
there were suilicient accommodation for patients the difficulty about this
quarantine question would be solved immediately, because I believe both
the naval and military anthorities would then give way. As it is now, a
ship comes from Amoy or Swatow and may be quarantined for the whole of
the summer and never get out. I appeal to the common sense of the
itiii.-aﬁic.ial members, and ask then to really agitate this matter, and endeavour,
1f possibls, to rid this Colony of what can oul¥ be regarded as a sentimental
.-;b?':e,ce of legislition. Now, gentlemes, there is one other matter I would

'« ke to draw your attention to and my only excuse for doing so is that this

3& the only opportunity a member of the public has of drawing official
ution to matters which are of municipal interest in this Colony, and
that is sanitation and the Sanitary Board. Of late years a great amount of

] ggaera';l dissatisfaction has been expressed with the Sanitary Board. Com-
: plaints ave frequently made, and they receive I may say but little attention,

ﬁﬁ&,m 18 not, in some instances, until the vitiated atmosphere of pollfited

8 has entered the hearth and home of many a householder in this
'y ﬁ;nﬂ caused sad and irretrievable havoe that this precious Sanitary
walkes up to a sense of its responsibilities and duties and effects the
&{)ﬂolutc,lv necessary. This T am sure is no exaggerated picture.

:tlﬁ- '
h! m Wfﬂ there are many householders whoe would bear wme out. T know
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what the excuse is, that they have no money and cannot do anything anti
Mr. Crapwick’s scheme and the waterworks are completed, but I am
advised by medical authority, most competent authority, in this Colony, that
certain measures might be taken to mitigate this evil, and I certainly think
it 2 matter the un-official members of the Council should inquire into. T
think the comstitution of the Board is radically wrong. The Surveyor
General’s department ought to be subservient to the Board, and therefore
1 cannot possibly see how the Surveyor General can retain a seat ov that
Board. Major DEupsTeR is also a member of the Board. He resides at
Kowloon, and I feel perfectly certain that he would be very willing to resign.
T think an experienced officer like Captain DEaANE should be put in his
place, and in addition I would strongly recommend that three entirely in-
dependent members of the community, not connected with the Council,
whether as official or un-official members, should be appointed to assist the

. Government and the Board. And if the Government have called in the aid

of the military and naval authorities in the matter of quarantine, why not
call them in the equally important matter of sanitation? I believe if Major-
General Camrrox could be prevailed upon to accept a seat on that Board
and were appointed Chairman of it within six months we should see a very
different state of affairs in this Colony.

Mr. Francis—I would ask permission, sir, to say a few words to the
Chamber in support of what has fallen from Mr. MacEwes with reference
to the Sanitary Board. It seems to me that the only possible object with
which the Surveyor General and the members of the Police Force can be
constituted members of thatrBoard is to conceal their own neglect. They
are the executive officers upou whom the responsibility of carrying out
sanitary measures falls, and the Sanitary Board ought to be placed in such
a position and be so constituted that it could exercise an effective control
over their action. It may be said that they are valuable members of the
Board, because they are in possession of all the information, but they are
available as witnesses who might be called before the Board to give informa-
tion, to make statements, submit plans, and all that sort of thing, They
would be equally valuable to the Board in that way. The Board might
approve of the recommendations or not, but the Sanitary Board ought to be
constituted, as Mr. MacEwex has put it, of two or three independent
members of the community, whether medical or otherwise,—should be so
constituted as to exercise an effective control over the executive officers
responsible for carrying out measures of sanitation. With reference te
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quarantine, 1 Im_ve made no special study of the subject, and the enly
thing I have to suggest is whether it is not advisable to take into conside-
_rg.tiou what might be the effect on British shipping and shipping generally
frequenting this port when they went to Spanish or other ports if there
were no guavautine here. If a short detention here will save ships from a
much longer deteution after they have left here it might be worth while to
consider whether quarantine regulations as they now exist may not be
beneficial. We have not to consider merely the local question; we have

also to tuke into consideration the fact that there are other ideas prevailing
with reference to quarantine in other places. There is one other matter
which, on precisely the same grounds on which Mr, MacEweN pﬁ_t. it, I
would venture to call the attention of the Chamber to, and that is the
gnest‘ion now pending before the Council of the vote of £60,000 towards
the completion and extension of the present fortifications. As the Couneil
is constituted, with this secret Finance Committee, which is thoroughly

~ unconstitutional, nobody in the Colony knows at tile'present- motment why the
Finance Committee passed that vote. What the reasons submitted on behalf

: of the Government which induced them to do so were ub one kunows.
Whether any member of Council had any reasons to urge in opposition or

any sugzestions to make no one knows. The public is perfectly in the dark

on the matter, and considering the history of these fortifications T would

. ‘ieq:tnura to suggest to the Chamber, which is really the only representative
body in Hongkong, that there should be some further consideration hefore

| '??Ii&'.vﬁgte,is carried. I do not know with what :)bject our Chairman suggested
3 4 the mdj‘aurnmeut of the subject in the Courrcil yesterday; it may have been
with 4 view to some expression of opinion on the point; but I do think the
: r ought to be more fully considered and discussed. The original forti-
:ﬁ@tftﬁ.ns were designed in 1878 by the Royal Engineers, approved by the
spec .'I Qf thﬁcatmns, and presumably by the military authorities, yet

ﬂb 16 is confessed these latter fortifications are absolutely in-
he requirements of the place and to a sufficiently vigorous




to know that the next Officer commanding the Royal Engincers who coties
out, or the next change in the Officer Commanding the Troops, will intro-
duce a change in the consideration of these plans, probably a further change
in the plans, and thers is absolutely no finality in them. Now it may be
right and proper—it is a question of caleulation—it was right and proper
that the Colony should contribute £35,000, but when the Colony is called
upon to contribute another £60,000 the question arises whether the in-
terests at stake as compared with the Tmperial interests are worth it. Bub
if this amount is to be contributed surely some conditions should be imposed
which would enable the people out of whose pockets the money is to come
to know whether it has been properly and judiciously spent, or, like that
already spent, absolutely wasted. The money already spent on these forti-
fications, which have to be enlarged and altered, is just as much thrown
away as if it had been thrown into the sea. We may therefore fairly ask
the un-official members of Council why they should not insist upon some
precautions, some conditions, which would epable them to exercise a check
on this expenditure and prevent the money being wasted as in the past.
The plans should be submitted to some competent engineer selected by the
Colony. They are submitted to the authorities at home, but we know
what they are. Their only object is to save money and get & reputation
for economy; they don’t trouble their heads whether the fortifications ave

_ effective or not. Some person on behalf of the Colony should be allowed

to investigate and report upon them. And then there should be some
security that while these fortifications and works are being constructed

_ there should not be a change,in the staff by whow they are carried ous,

that at least the Officer commanding the Royal Eugineers, or at least the
principal officer to whom the eons‘t;'uction is entrusted, should not be
changed every two or three years, but that some one man should be
thoroughly instructed as to what is required and left to carry out the plans.
In connection with that I would also ask permissiou fo call the attention
of the Chamber to the question of the Finance Committee. Up to 1872
no such body existed. It was some suggestion of Sir ARTHUR KENNEDY'S
which, caused the iustitution of this secret Finance Committee. DMr.
O'Marzey has told me more than once that he has stated it as his decided
opinion that it is thoroughly unconstitutional; it is opposed to the instruc-
tions and to the charter of the f]olony, and he himself absolutely refused
to be present at or take part in its discussions, except on one 0CCAsION:
when he felt Le was in loyalty bound to attend. The result of that Finance

(Jommittee ig that the community is entively deprived of all knowledge of

{2k )

the gronnds on which their money is spent, and the officials of the Colouny
are enabled to cover over all their deficiencies, delinquencies, and mistakes
ander the shadow of the secrecy a.ttendin'g the proceedings of that Com-
mittee. The whole of the financial business of the Colony is conducted i
secret and the public is deprived of any meang of knowing what is being
done. I do think one of the very first steps that ought to e taken by
this Chamber and the community to make their representatives in the
Legislative Council powerful for good would be to get the secret Committee
aholished and return to the old plan by which all questions of money, great
or small, were discussed in the Council and every person had an opportunity
of forming his own opinion whether the expenditure was wanted.

‘Hon. P. Ryrin—With reference to the remarks of Mr. 'rancis, as &
Member of Council I may say I certainly agree with him generally about
the Finance Committee. When that Committee was formed it was not
'ﬁ_jxtended, as far as I recollect, to perform the functions it now does. It
arose oub of a protest of my own addressed to the Governmeent at home.
TPhe then Acting Colonial Secretary violently opposed the'idea. that the
un-official members should meet privately and discuss the Estimates and on
that ground it was sucgested a Finance Committee should be established,
but it was never intended that Finance Committee should sit with closed
doors. The remedy I would suggest is that the reporters of the Press
should be present at its meetings. That the Committee is a good institution
Tﬁ'ﬁ'i%l
votes for money when the heads of deparsments for which the money is to
ted can be present. I think ¥ would be a mistake to abolish the

intain, as it gives to the members a full opportunity of discussing

~ Finance Committee.

‘Mr. Francis—That is the only thing I ask for—publicity—not the




more in its present form thoroughly and minutely to understand the
hearings of matters conuected with the expenditure of the Colony that come
before it than if it met more or less as a public body with reporters present,
and when every remark and évery question, however trivial, but still
important as eliciting information, would be taken down and reported. I
think, however, it is important that the proceedings of the Finance Com-
mittee, which is termed a secret Committee—1I think wrongly—when ity
veport is brought before the Legislative Council, should not be received in si-
lence and simply voted. Of coursethis is not necessary for members who have
sat in private to discuss a question and have more or less settled it, but the
community would obtain more information if a practice were introduced to
have the matter more fully discussed than is the custom at present. As
regards the working, of the Finance Committee as it is at present, however,
T am sure the community is well served, that nothing is allowed to escape
that body, and that no expenditure that can possibly be saved to the Colony
is allowed to be passed.
Hon. T. Jackson—Mr. CHAIRMAN, with reference to what my friend
the learned Queen’s Counsel has said with regard to the fortifications, I
hardly think his remarks ought to be allowed to pass without some com-
ment. I do not think the Chamber of Commerce, as a public body, has
any right to ask for anything impossible to get, and I can imagine no more
ridliculous request on behalf of this Chamber or of the un-official members
of Council than that we should get a man to supervise the work of the
officer commanding the Royal Engineers. T consider it is an insult. Even
making considerable allowances for short-comings, it is a very direct and
grave insult. It ought to be borne in mind that the conditions of things
have been shifting, not merely from year to yearbut from month to month, and
the plans considered suitable in January have to be changed in March., I
remember myself that when the fortifications were being pushed on rapidly
telograms were received which showed that in consequence of a very great
and radical change in quick firing guns a battery which before that change
had been deemed sufficient would by that change in modern quick firing
guns be rendered not nearly so formidable, Changes of that kind have
forced themsslves on the military authorities, and I think they were justified
not only in changing the plans Lut also in taking a reasonable time to
consider them. With reference to the Finance Committee, I must say I
agree with the remarks that fell from the Chairman, and that it would~be.,
impossible to give the same careful consideration to questions in Council

that we give to them in Finance Committee. OQur tongues are loosened
there. We can ask what questions we like, and though perhaps we
have mot very good groundsto go on we can throw out feelers and elicit
*information which it would be impossible to do if we were discussing these
things in Council and reporters were present. I think when the decision
of the Finance Committee on important matters such as this vote of

£60,000 for fortifications has been mentioned in open Council it would be
advisable that some member should make a short statement of the reasons
; ::fh_a.t- actuated it in coming to that decision. I think that would entirely
I ‘meet the case. I think with the Chairman it is perhaps not giving the
- natter the importance it deserves to pass it by without remark, but with

. the Finance Commiftee as now constituted, avd the addition I suggest of
alluding briefly to the reasons which actuate it in coming to ifs decisions,
the machinery of Government as it is ab present works well, With regard

}"' to quarantine I must say I was much disappointed to hear from Mer.

MacEwzx that he had been over to Stonecutters’ Island and had found

f that nothing had been done towards the lazaretto wich is so urgently

~ required and for which a vote was passed some time ago. +I can imagine

ﬁé’ﬁh{ng more fearful than three or four hundred cholera patients lying in

ships and a typhoon coming on and no place where they could be taken in
on shore: And the matsheds that are there, though perhaps adwirably
‘adapted for fine weather, would perhaps not meet the case. 1 was much |
ed to hear the Health Officer would not place patients into those
watsheds. I quite agree with him it was'right not to do so, but I was
; surprised that le, holding those opinions, had not made the proper autho-
ﬁﬁﬁ?ﬂ acquainted with the fact that he was taking up such a strong position
i “on the point, and I feel sure that if he had something would have been
.

Mr. MacEwen—His opinion was never asked.

~ Hon. T. Jackson—As an officer of the Government he ought to have
1 i, whether asked or not.

Fravcis—He absolutely refuses to place patients in the sheds.
L

Jackson—1I would also remark, Mr. Crairaaxy, that T think
hers of this Chamber would do a great deal of public good if they
ime to time avail themselves of their privilege to make sug-
ink, with one or two exceptions, they do not help the Chamber

They come here once or twice a vear, and wish this discussed




and that discussed, and though some remarks made to-day are a Little

wild I cannot help thinking that on the whole they will do good. With

vogard to a telegraphic cable between here and Singapore I am sure you
wonld all like to see a cable Jaid for many reasous.  We would have quicker
communication with Singapore. When the matter came up there was a
universal desire something should be done, but in the present state of the
finances of the Colony it requires a brave man indeed to recommend any
addition to the expenditure. At the same time it for £1,200 or £1,500 a year
we could secure a direct cable to Singapore I would be inclined to vote it.

Hon. P. Ryris—As to proper accommodation for quarantine patients
I may say we lived in matsheds on Shameen for years. I am sorry fo
disagree with my friend as to the danger to matshels from typhoous.
Once when I went to Canton, I passed through a typhoon, and when we
got to Canton, I went to live in a matshed which had withstood the typhoon;
although Canton had suffered, and about twenty fhousand persons weve

drowned on the river. Matsheds can be made to withstand typhoons.

Mr. Suasp—I think a temporary shed micht e made as strong as a
brick house, the way Chinese have of tying timber together with hamboo
laghing. If the timber is of sufficient body the shed might be made as
strong as any ship. Then with regard to contagious diseases the advantage
of a matshed is manifest: the matting can be burned, while the spars can
he passed through a fire and they ave then fit to be used acain, The
advantage of such a structure is that it can De destroyed without much loss
of money.. Then the wet seasou is approaching aud a building which is
put up in May and June will certainly not be fit for occupation by the
Ist July. Therefore there can be no reason why a moderate amount should
not be immediately expended on temporary structures which can be put up
in a month. I shall never forget the suffering I witnessed in the harbour
of Sydney. A Hongkong steamer was quarantined theve for I thinl
between two and three monthe, and the misery which there ensued from
the confinement of sick patients was fearful. There is nothing so valuable
as plenty of space and air and opportunities of locomotion, which cannot
be obtained on board ship. I therefore think with Mv. Ryrim that a tem-
porary structore would be preferable to a hospital ship. We are coming
fast to the belief that hospitals all ought to be temporary. St Thomas’s

Hospitals may be very fine, but the way to cure patients is by cottage

Lospitals—matsheds of a strong character to resist a blow,
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The Crarrsan—I should meution in connection with this question of

a lazaretto on Stonecutters’ Island that I was invited by the Government
to inspect the plans and to be present as a member of the Board when the
plans were under considesation and when they were adopted. T know that
the delay which has taken place has been mainly due to the consideration
of the best form of lazaretto. I do not know when the subject was first
brought ap, probably more than twelve months ago, but I have it on the
best authority the delay was solely in consequence of a difference of opinion
a8 to whether structures of a temporary character such as described by
Mr. SEARP Or & more permanent building should be erected. The decision
arrived at was thata building of a permanent character should be constructed
as early as possible, and that a site fully prepared on which matsheds
‘could quickly be erected should also be provided, and I have no doubt
‘myself there will be suitable matsheds upon a properly prepared site in
‘the event of any emergency. The old matsheds that are there T cannot

_suppose are intended for use again. After the description I have heard of

them and the decision of the Health Officer I do not for & moment suppose
the Executive contemplate putting patients into them. I hive no doubt
the Executive will take care there is ample accommodation and in good time.

‘Hon. P. Ryrre—A matshed is only intended to last for a year.

Mr. Suarp—At Bombay when I was there Sir Barrie FrERE was
a‘lia 'oﬁlj one living in a brick house on Mala,l_j)ar Hill; all the others lived

; m matsheds.

I‘Iﬁn P. Ryriz—They are proper mfﬁsheda You should get them

NEW MEMBERS.

e CEATRMAN—Since our last meeting the Union Insurance Society
n, the Scottish Oriental Steam Navigation Company, and Mr.

s confirmation. T propose that it be confirmed.




ELECTION OF CHAIRMAN AND COMMITTEE.

The CmarrMAN—The next business is to elect the Committee and
appoint a Chairman and Vice-Chairman. It will save trouble if I mention
that my name had better not be put on the list, and Mr. Jaoksox wishes
the same, as we shall both be out of the Celony before long. I may state
that when Mr. Forses left the Colony Mr. HuntingToN Was appointed in
his place on the Committee, and in the same way when Mr. MackInTosk

left Mr. ScorT was appointed in his place.

A ballot was then taken for the Committee, and the resul of the voting
was announced as follows:—Mr, MacEwen, 22; Mr. Hoperus, 21; Hon,
P, Ryrrr, 20; Mr. Scorr, 20; Mr. Hunmivarow, 20; Mr. DALRYMPLE,
12; Mr. Popsveckegr, 11; Mr. Darsy, 11; Mr. Grors 10.

The Crarryman—These are the nine names with the highest number of
votes, and these zentlemen will form the Committee for the present year.

Mr. Fraxers —I heg to propose Mr. Ryrin as Chairman and Mr,

MacEwe~ as Vice-Chairman for the year.

Hon, T. Jackson—I have much pleasure in seconding that.

Carried unanimously.

Hon. P. Ryris—Gentlemen, I thank you for the honour you have
done me, but T would rather have seen my friend Mr. MacEwes in the
chair, but as he is not a member of the Council—though I hope to see him.

g0 some day—perhaps it wotld be better for communication with the
Government that I should take it. o

Mr. MacEwen—With reference to what our new Chairman has said, I
shall be happy to act as his Vice; in fact T would have refused to accept
the other position. After Mr. Ryrie’s many yearé' experience you cannob
have a better Chairman than be. v

A vote of thanks fo the Chairman, accorded on the motioﬁ of Mr.
MacEwex, closed the proceedings.

Ji"epart oj the Committee of the HONGRONG GE\BRAL CHAMBER
oF COMMERCE, for the Year ending 31st December, 1885,
presented to the Members at the General Meeting held on
Thursday, the 18th March, 1886.

Telegraph Convention, Berlin 1885.

A Communication was received by the Committee in the early part of

year, from the Chairman of the Bomlmy Chamber of Commerce, stating

DS upon whmh Code Telegrams were a,ccepr,ed under existing rules,
wding copy of a letter addressed by the Bombay CGhamber to the

: letter supporting the objections raised to the adoption of any new

- Committea’s representations were communicated to the Postmaster
1 in London, who replied that there was no intention, as far as his
was concerned, to materially change the conditions under which

s are accepted. (Appendix A).

The late Sir Harry Parkes.

accordance with the resolution which was unanimously passed by
at the Annual General Meeting held on 27th March ultimo,
1 tlle regret felt by the Members of the Chamber at the death
:‘G’ arkEs, late Iler Majesty’s Envoy Extracrdinary and
y at Peking, and their sense of the loss [Ter Majesty’s
ie Country had sustained thereby, was aldressed to Her
of State for Foreign Affairs. (Appendix 1),
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Chinese Passenger Act, 1853, and Additional
burdens on British Shipping.

It will be remembered that considerable correspondence took place om
this subject last year,

Since presenting their last Report, your Committee have pleasure in
stating that a letter from the Colonial Secretary was received on the 27th
March, in which it is stated that the Secretary of State for the Colonies
approved of the licence fee of 5 being retained, and that he considers that
under Ordinance & of 1876, a further licence is not required, when a ship
provided with a licence at the original port of departure calls on her voyage

at o second port to take in passengers. (Appendix €).

Proposed direct Telegraphic Communication

between Hongkong and Singapore.

The debnabahw of having a dirvect cable under English control connect--
ing this C‘olony and Singapore, was very forcibly urged during the discussion
which took place at the last Annual General Meeting of the Chamber. and
a strong resolution in favour of the scheme was subsequently passed in the
Legislative Council of Hongkong.

By the courtesy of the local Superintendent of the Fastern Lxtension
Australasia and China Telegraph Company, copies of the resolution were
forwarded, free of cost to the Chamber, to the Singapore and London
Chambers of Commerce, the latter being also requested to urge the Imperial
Government to support the scheme of a direct cable, by a subsidy.

The project was warmly supported by the London Chamber, who at
once addressed a letter to Earl Granvires Her Majesty’s Secretary of State
for Foreign Affairs, representing the importance of securing direct telegra-
phie communication under British control between the two Colonies, and
recommending the matter to His Lordship’s consideration.

The matter, your Committee understand, formed the sabject of discussion
in Imperial Parliament, but Her Majesty’s Government were not prepared
to grant any subsidy, and, so far, nothing has been done towards carrying

tie scheme out. Copy of the Telegrams and Correspondence will be found,

in Appendix D,
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Quarantine Regulations.

The Quarantine Regculations of this Colony have again occupied muck

of the attention of your Committee during the past year.

In April last, copy of a Despatch from the Secretary of State for the

Colonies respecting Quarantine was forwarded by His Excellency Governor
. 8ir G. F. Bowsn to the Committee, for the opinion of the Chamber on the
- subject.

Your Committee, in reply, recommended the adoption of certain regu-
lations, which they considered would meet all requirements compatible with
the due protection of the Celony from incursion of disease, the regulations
sugeested being of a similar nature to those prevailing in the United
ﬁiﬂgdmn.

‘Upon the publication, however, in the Government Gazette of the 27th
June, of new Regulations, imposing restrictions similar to those enforced in
the previous year, your Committee addressed a strong remonstrance to the
(olonial Government, pointing out how serious an injury was caused to

uercantile interests by the continuance of these restrictions—the burden of
them falling entirely upon foreign as distinguished from native shipping—
i;he mnt!hty arnd d&noer of the practice of Quarantine, and requestmg the

o ﬁfégwdwith Cholera in this Colony, which was forcibly insisted upon by
J ?ﬁg Chamber in the previons year, has again been repeatedly urged, and it
,erstucd t.he necessary r1cc:oxnnwda.tﬂ&n is now bemg pruwded As,

tary of State for the Colonies for his decision.

‘the correspondence was also forwarded to the London Chamber
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Chinese Emigration Laws of Hongkong
and Singapore.

Considerable correspondence has taken place during the year respecting
the conflicting nature of the Chinese Emigration Laws of Hougkong and
Singapore.

The Legislature of Singapore, which lad hitherto recognised the law of
this Colony, ceased to do so; and several steamers, while carrying no more
passengers than they were entitled to do under the regulations of this Colony
framed under the Authority of the Imperial Act 18 and 19 Viet. C. 104 were,
upon their arrival at Singapore, subjected to penalties for carrying passengers
in excess of the number allowed by the regulations of that Colony.

Upon this anomaly in the state of the law being made uppatent, your
Committee appealed to the local Government for its agsistance towards
obtaining the assimilation of the law of the fwo Colonies, with the result that
an order in Council of the Government of Singapore was subsequently
published, assimilating the Emigration Laws of that Colony with those of
Hongkong.

A clause, however, was embodied in that Order in Couneil recognising
the German regulations, which allowed many more passengers to be carried
by steamers of that nationality than are allowed to De carried in Dritish

vessels of the same measurement, according to Dritish law.

Upon the proclamation of these New Regulations, which placed Dritish
shipping at such great disadvautage, your Committee immediately addressed
Her Majesty’s Secretary of State for the Colonies, pointing out the injustice
done to British interests, and requeatmo a cancellation ov suspension of the
Order in Council.

Copy of their letter was also forwarded to Her Majesty’s Chargé
d’Affaires at Pekmg' and to the Singapore, Amoy, Foochow, and London
Chambers of Commerce.

:l‘he Order has been cancelled and a new Order in Council substituted,
to have effect from the 15th February, 1886. (Appendix 7).

Obstructions to Navigation at the Treaty Ports.

As the entrance to the harbour of Tamsui remained blocked for same

time after the conclusion of the Treaty of Peace hetween France and Chma,

(81)

p telegram was despatched by the Committee to Her Britannic Majesty’s
Chargé & Affaives at Peking on 23cd Jutle pressing for the immediate open«

A ing of the Port.

: _' Mr. 0'Conor, Her Majesty’s Chargé d’Affaires, who had aiready been
B in communication with the Tmperial Chinese Authorities at Peking, respect-
ing the obstructions at the Treaty Ports, again called their attention to the
necessity for their removal, and telegraphic orders for the prompt removal

all obstrctions at the Treaty Ports were issued by the authorities.

1 In August last it was brought to the notice of the Committee that
b "if&i;hmg lLad been done to remove the obstructions which had been plaoed in
~ the Canton River at Whampoa during the Franco-Chinese embroglio, and
it steamers were thereby prevented from proceeding further up the river,
This was a source of considerable loss to steamers through

to Shamecen.
d of risk and expense in the transportation of cargo between

.

§: delay, and
W‘lmmpoa and Canton.

er Britannic Majesty’s Chargé d’ Affaires was again requested by the
mmittee to urge upon the Chinese Authorities greatel expelition in their

. _;Eﬁmom]

Mr. O’Coxor brought the matter to the notice of the Prince and
isters of the Tsungli Yamén, who addressed o further communication to
or-Genersl at Canton, calling upon him to consider the arrange-
removing the obstructions. No practical steps, however, have yet
ﬁaken to remove them; the condltmn of the river remains much the

re, and further representations have been made. (Appendix &)

©

,."

~ Proposed Congress of Chambers of Commerce

of the Empire—18886.

ther has been invited to participate in a Congress of the whole
rs of Commerce of the British Empire to be held in London
conjunction with the Indian and Colonial Exhibition.

r was also invited by the London Chamber of Commerce,
atative, who, when in London, should be at liberty to
ly meetings of the Council of the London Chamber of Com-

ally aceredited representative of this Chamber,
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Upon enqu'ir-y: it was found that a change in the old system was being
inaugurated at other Treaty Ports, and the Committee thereupon entered
into correspondence with the Chambers of Commerce of Shanghai, Foochow
and Amoy, with & view to securing a united protest upon the part of all
e Chambers interested to Her Britannic Majesty’s Chargé 4’ Affaires at Peking.

(32)

Both these invitations have been accepted by your Committee, and the
Honourable W. Keswick, your ‘Chairman, was unanimously elected to
represent this Chamber both at the forthcoming Congress, and at the Council
Meetings of the London Chamber.

The object and scope of the deliberations of the Congress, which it is

proposed should meet in July 1886, will be gathiered from the correspondence. A letter was subsequently addressed to Her Britannic Majesty’s Chargé

d’Affaires by the Committee, copy of which was forwarded to the Chambers
of Commerce of Shanghai, Foochow and Amoy, calling his attention to the
innoyation and begging for a reconsideration of the matter by the Chinese
Authorities. A return to the former regulations has resulted. (AppendixJ).

A considerable number of Chambers of Commerce have signified their
intention to take part in the Congress, among which are: The Boards of
Trade of Montreal and Toronto; the Chamber of Manutactures of Adelaide;
the Chambers of Commerce of Sydney, Wellington, Dunedin, Napier,
Bombay, Madras, Ceylon, Port Elizabeth, Rangoon, Singapore, Barbadoes,
and the British Chamber of Commerce at Paris, (Appendix ).

Extension of Intercourse with South China.

In the last Report you were told that your Committee had addressed a
letter to Her Britannic Majesty’s late Minister at Peking, with respect to
the opening up to trade of the South-western provinces of China.

Permits for landing Cargo at night in Hongkong.

In July last an Advertisement and Circular letter were issued by the
Captain Superintendent of Police in this Colony, in which it was stated that
it was proposed to discontinue the issue of general permits for landing cargo
at night, and that special application for permission to do so should in future
be made, with regard to particular steamers, to the Inspector on Duty at
the Central Police Station.

The importance of this subject has also been represented to the Secre-
tary of State for the Colonies by His Excellency Governor Sir G. F. Bowex,
and the matter is now receiving the careful attention of the Imperial

The Committee, understanding that a British Commission is likely to
b ointed for the purpose of visiting and reporting upon the prospects of
rade in the South-west Provinces of China have suggested that this Cham-
should be permitted to send a delegate to represent on the Commission
rcantile interests of this Colony, and have been informed that the
the Chamber will be communicated to the Secretary of State for
and Her Britannic Majesty’s Chargé d’Affaires at Peking:

The Committee, being of opinion that such a restriction constituted an
interference with the freedom of the Port, and would be productive of serious
inconvenience to Shipping, adcressed the local Goyernment on the subject,
and were informed, in reply, that no permits for landing or shipping cargo
would thereafter be required. (Appendix ).

Permit Fees at the Treaty Ports.

~ In July last a serious change was introduced by the Imperial Chinese
Customs Authorities in the system of collecting fees for Permits for the
discharging of vessels at night, at the Port of Cantoa.

The case of the S.8. “ Galveston” and the
: Port of Honcohe.

Under the new system, Permits, which under the old rules could be
obtained at any time when required, were to be obtained only at certain
hours, and the fees payable in respect of them were payable in advance,
such fees being retained by the Customs Authorities whether the Pertit
was made use of by the steamship owner, or not.

mber last, the British Steam-ship Galveston which was loading

-



Your Committee was informed that Governor Sir G. F. Bowex intended
to lay the matter before the Imperial Government, and degired to know if
the Chamber wished to make any representations on the subject.

Assumin.g that the French Government is exercising sovereign rights
over the territory of Tonquin, the Committee failed to recognise any grounds
upon which a protest against the action of the French Commander could,
with justice, be made.

The circumstances of the case will be found fully detailed in the copy

of correspondence. (Appendix L).

Proposed new regulations for Tug-boats plying

petween Hongkong and Canton.

In July last, a steam-launch was depatched by Messrs. BUTTERFIELD
& Swire to Canton to tow the Hankow down to Hongkong. As the launch
was not provided with special certificates, tonnage dues were levied upon
her by the Customs. '

.» Objection to this being taken by Messrs. BurTERFIELD & SWIRE, the
matter was, at their request, referred by Her Britannic Majesty’s Consul at
Canton to Her Britannic Majesty’s Chargé d’Affaires at Peking, and a similar

‘ reference was made by Mr. HippESLEY, the Commissioner of Customs at
Canton, to the Inspector-General of Customs.

Mr. HippESLEY, in Wis representations, referred to the increasing
frequency with which steam-launches have of late years been plying for
towing purpos
Imperial Chinese Authorities at Canton a set of rules in three articles, which
he proposed should be passed for the purpose of specially dealing with such
The proposed rules were submitted by the Tsungli Yamén

steam-launches.
and met with his approval.

to the Inspector-General of Customs for his report,

The rules were forwarded by Her Majesty's Chargé ' Affaires at Peking
10 Governor Sir G. F. Bowen, intimating that he saw serious objections to
their acceptance, and recommending the matter to the attention of the
Hongkong Government. The Opinion of the Chamber was asked by the
Governor with respect to the adoption of the proposed rules, and your Com-

wittee, concurring in the views of Her Britannic Majesty’s Chargé d’ Affaires,

es between Hongkong and Canton, and submitted to the

;ﬁp‘pﬂsed their acceptance, and recommended a strict adherence to the Treaty
Provisions regulating the course to be taken with respect to Foreign Merchant
vessels. (Appendix M ).

Explorations of Messrs. Hallett and Colquhoun in
Indo-Chinese States.

As members will be aware, extensive explorations and surveys are
gg_gpgrt‘éd ‘to have been recently made by Messrs, Horr 8. HarrerT and
R. CoLquuoUN in the Indo-Chinese States, with a view to promoting
lway Extension to'S. W. China.

The project of a Burmah—Siam—China Railway has been, of late,

r-;gmmine_ntly brought before the-public notice in England and elsewhere ;

d, -Qi_f carried out, can hardly fail to produce results of great commercial
~ importance.

The scheme has received the approval of the principal Chambers of

EE ﬁrimmerce a..t home, and your Committee, at the request of Mr. CoLQUHOUN,
m _a:gcorde_d this Chamber’s support, forwarding a resolution in favour of the

t to the Secretary of State for the Colonies. (Appendix ).

Treaty between France and China, June 1885.

A copy of the Treaty entered into betweea the Government of France

China in June last, was forwarded conﬁdelmially by the Officer Admi-
1g the Government to the Committeé, for their opinion thereupon
Commercial point of view. '

”e request was complied with; and, as the Committee have received
n that there is now no objection on the part of the Government to
ation of the correspondence, copy thereof will be found in

Miscellaneous.
iest has 'been made to this Chamber to publish particulars of -Te‘a
m this Port, Canton, and Macao, to the Australian Colonies.

Iﬁlﬁs have presented themselves, and it has not been found
itherto, to obtain the desired statistics.
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Information was reccived by the Committee in November last that
Steam-Engines, Machinery, &c., will be admitted into Haiphong and Hanoi
free of Customs dues up to lst July, 1886. (Supplementary Appendices
A & B).

Finance.

The accounts of the Chamber show a credit balance of $706.42 to be
carried to the new account. It was found necessary to withdraw the sum
of $1,575 from the fixed deposits of the Chamber to meet current expenses,
thus reducing the amount of fixed deposits to $3,500. Upon the refund of
the amount of £300 granted by this Chamber to Mr. A. R. CoLQUHOUN in
respect of His Exploration Fund, the sum withdrawn will be again placed
on fixed deposit.

Receipts from Subscriptions to the Chamber from all sources show a
slight increase over last year, but have not sufficed to meet the ordinary
expenditure*for the year,

The Subscriptions to Reuters Political Telegrams have nol covered the
cost, and there has been a further falling off in the number of Subseribers.




Tar HONGKONG GENEBAL CHAMBER OF COMMERCE IN ACCOUNT CURRENT WITH THE SECRETARY.

| To Balance brought FOrwWard, .ooceoeearesanas $3,269.44 1885, | By Subscriptions of Members for 1885,.........| $1,725.00

,» Rent, 12 months, at $50 per month,....... . 600.00 ., Sales of Circulars from 1st October, %

., Becretary's Salary, (1 year, 1883), .. ..l 1,600.00 Jan. 1884, to 30th September, 1885, in-
Clerk’s Salary, (1 year, 1885), .... i 340.00 o cluding Postages,

,, Servants’ Wages, (1 year, 1885), ¢ veueenne w0 96.00 Dec. Subscriptions to Political Telegrams,
Auditors’ Fee for 1884, «..oovvvenee ; 40.00 1885, ven weeereessuessanensnassctasssssesssne |

1,522.64

3,184.32
289.08

 Printing Circulars, &c., from st J;xlyi;o} 51851 , Sales of Cir.t;;;iars. and Subscriptions to

" 315t December, 1884, oocoveens ity Political Telegrams for 1884,.......0..cc

Do. do., from 1st January ; 6,721,04
to 30th June, 1885, } 84085 1|58 3012108
$6,909.76 Deposits $3,863.12 with interest
Reuter's Political Telegrams, wevaeiseiasrs 3,400.00 L 1 e
Printing and Circulating Same, ......ovassers 120.00 Dividends on Chamber’s elaim on 859.39
= 3,720.00 Oriental Bank Corporation, .......c.. !
Newspaper Subscriptions, ....ioessessis 116.23 : Interest on Current Account with 2.03
Advertising; «.es..- & 9.75 Hongkong and Shanghai Bank, 22 !
Telegrams, st 37.80 $4,936.58

. Postage and Receipt Stamps, tati L
and Petties, c.o.sicereenss TIE { S RO L |

4,075.16

Hof\gkong and Shanghai Bank. Fixed}

¢ | 10,921.87
Interest on Overdraft, ......co.oee A T BT s o 29.33
Balance 10 New Accounb,..ccoinr corcrivnirenians: 706.42

11,657.62 11,657.62
* L e .
By Balance brought down, . seesmsanssrraeseatas RO $ 70642

,, Fixed Deposit with Hongkong & Shanghai Bank at 5 %o, $3,500.00

e T

DEPENDENCIES AT DEBIT:— DEPENDENCIES AT CREDIT :—

Dne 10 NOromha & Go., «:oiusiasissssansseassoasessasesressnnss§ 3806141 Balance due from Oriental Bank CoTpOTation; .......ce.. $5
i For Circulars and Subscriptions to Political Telegrams
from 1st January to 31st December, 1885, ....ocnceees f :
Subscription for 1884 and 1885, «icveeeeneeccriianassanniasanee 30.00 -
Circulars for quarter ending 31st December, 1885, «oeeens 356.62

—_—

2048.53

—— e

e

Txamined and found correct, ok E & 0. E.

H. L. DALRYMPLE, } p
J. MELVILLE MATSON, : Hongkong, 31st December, 1885,

H. M, BAILY,
Seeretary.
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CHAMBER OF COoMMERCE,
Bomsay, 3vd December, 1884,

: S1g,—1 beg to enclose copy of a letter addressed by the Committee of
this Chamber to the Government of India on the subject of the approach-
i - Telegraph Convention.

The Committee will esteem it a favour 1‘:‘ you will add the weight of

hamber’s influence to the suggestions therein made with a view to

that the interests of the Eastern Mercantile public are not left
otected,—I remain, &e.,

F. FORBES ADAM, Chairman.
Secretary, Cranzsrr or Couuercr, Hovoxoxe.

CraMBER OF COMMERCE,
»
-Bomeay, 29th November, 1884.

S1r,—1I am desired by the Committee of the Chamber of Commerce
o your notice the importance to the commercial public of India
egraph Convention which is to be held at Berlin in the early

t year.
that nearly the whole of the imtense international trade of
s carried on by telegraph in cypher dees that have been prepared
the requirements of the rules pa.ssed at the last Convention, is
sufficient magnitude to Justﬂ:‘y the demand that no proposals to
rules should be allowed to enter into the deliberations of the
' 'I‘he regulations at present in force, when first promulgated,
extremely arbitrary, and caused much inconvenience and
cantile community has gradually adapted itself to their
 they are working satisfactorily. Were they now to be re-
wa.y mter‘fered with, the mterruptlon to, and dlsloca&,,g;on
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vention to watch that no attempts to change the conditions upon which
code telegrams are accepted under existing rules, are permitted to pass
without strenuous opposition.—I have, &e.;

F. FORBES ADAM, Chairman.

The Secretary lo the Government of Tndia,
Public Works Department, CALCUTTA.

ITongEoNG GENERAL CHAMBER OF COMMERCE,

HoNGRONG, 24th January, 1885.

Sir,—1I have the honour to address you Ly desire of the Committee
of this Chamber, on the subject of the Telegraph Convention about to be
held during the early part of this year at Berlin—an event of considerable
importance o the mercantile community of this Colony, in common with
others interested in commerce in the East.

The notice of this Chamber has bcen drawn to the subject by the
Bombay Chamber of Commeree, and T have the honour to transmit for the
information of H, E. the Governor, copy of a letter addressed by that Chamber
to the Government of India, pointing out the urgent necessity for careful
watch by its representa.tive% over the interests of the Eastern mercantile

community at the forthcominz Convention.

I am desired to state that the Committee fully endorse the sugges-
tions embodied in the letter of the Bombay Chamber of Commerce, and
respectfully solicit the good offices of H. E. the Governor towards im-
pressing upon representatives of this Government at the Convention, thab
vo efforts should:be spared in opposing to the utmost any proposals that
may be brought forward at the forthcoming Convention, to alter the rules
and conditions mnow in force, any departure from which would prove a
vetly serious inconvenience and cause a heavy loss to all mercantile in-
terests.—1L have, &e.,

W. KESWICK, Chairman.

The Honourable W. H. Mazsu, C.M.G.,
Colonial Secretury.

[5]

1Toveroxag GeExeraL Coaveer oF COMMERCE,
Ho~xcroxg, 26tk January, 1885,

Drar Srr,—I have the honour to acknowledge receipt of your lotter

of the 3rd ultimo covering copy of a letter addressed by the Committee of

the Bombay Chamber of Commerce to the Government of India, on the
subject of approaching Telegraph Convention.

T am desired to assure you of the entire concurrence of the Committee
of this Chamber in the suggestions contained in the letter addressed by your
Committee to the Secretary to the Government of India; and I have the
pleasure to transmit herewith copy of a letter addressed by the Committee

i to the Government here on the subject.—I am &e.,

H. M. BAILY, dcting Secretary.
F. Forees Apaw, Esq.,
Chairman, BoxBay CHAMBER OF COMMERCE.

—

CoLONIAL 'S'Ecnmaafs OrricE,
Hoxaxona, 27th January, 1885,
1r,—With reference to your letter of the 24th instant, § am directed
y the Governor to enquire whether it is intended that His Excellency
would _t;mn,sgn'}_t, your letter and its enclosure o the Secretary of State and
ordship to recommend them to the attention of the British Repre-
the proposed Telegraph Convention at Berlin.-—I have, &e.,
; W. H. MARSH, Colonial Secretary.
nourable W, Krswick, .
Chairman, HoxakoNG GENERAL CHAMBER OF CoMMERCE.
Hoxekong GrNErRAL CHAMBER oF COMMERCE,
HoxcroNG, 80tk Junuary, 1885,
reply to your letter of the 27th instant enquiring whether
intended that H, E. the Governor should transmit this Chamber’s
%th instant and its enclosure to the Secretary of State,
ordship to recommend them to the attention of the British
 at the proposed Telegraph Convention at Berlin, I have

mmittee that this should be done.—I have, &e.,

i - _W. KESWICK, Clairman.
W. H. Marsn, C.M.G.,
Colonial Secretary.

I
i

————ema

r— ==  —
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CoLoNIAL SecrETARY’'S OFFICE,

No. 114. HonaEoNG, 2nd February, 1885.

Str,—I am directed by His Escellency the Governor to inform you
that the Secretary of State has been addressed on the subject of the pro-
posed Telegraph Convention at Berlin, as requested in your letters of the
97th and 30th ultimo.—I have, &ec.,

W. H. MARSH, Colonial Secretary.

The Honourable W. Krswick,
Chairman, HoNnekoNe GENERAL CHAMBER OF COMMERCE.

Clononiar SEcrETARY'S OFFICE,

No. 496. Honcekona, 9th May, 1885,

Sir,—In continuasion of my letter of the 9ud February ultimo, I am
directed to inform you that His Excellency the Governor forwarded for the
favourable consideration of the Secretary of State copies of the letters
from the Chamber of Commerce dated the 24th and 30th January ultimo,
on the subject of the International Telegraph Convention at Berlin.

In reply, the Secretary of State has transmitted a letter from the
General Post Office, (March 25th, 1885,) of which I am to send you a copy
for the information of the Chamber.—I have, &e.,

J. H. STEWART LOCKART, pro Colonial Secretary.

The Honourable W, Krswick,
- Chairman, Honagoxa GENERAL CHAMBER OF COMMERCE.

The Post Office to the Colonial Office.

GenEraLl Post OFFICE,

(Copy.)
Loxnox, 25th March, 1885.

Sir,—I am directed by the Postmaster General to acknowledge the
receipt of your letter of the 23rd instant, enclosing a copy of & despatch
{rom the Governor of Hongkong, in which he forwards a memorial from
{he Chamber of that Colony on the subject of the International Telegraph
Conference to be held in Berlin in August next.

(7]

In reply I am to acquaint you, for the information of the Secretary of
State for the Colonies, that the subject of the memorial shall receive care-
ful consideration.

T am to add that there is no intention, so far as this Department is
concerned, to materially change the conditions under which Code Tele-
grams are accepted,—I have, &c.,

C. H. B. PATEY,
The Tnder Secretary of State for the Colonies.

B.

Hoxckong GENERAL CHAMBER oF COMMERCE,
, Hoxerone, 2nd April, 1885.
. Sir,—1 have the honour to enclose a letter, in triplicate, addressed to
-erg M'a,je_sty’s Secretary of State for Foreign affairs with reference to the
death of Sir Harry Parkes, and to request that His Excellency the Governor
be good enough to forward the same by the outgoing mail.—I have,

. 4 W. KESWICK, Chairman.
'_ -:?.[Ii}m;)ﬂ_pnmu'able W. H. Magsu, C.M.G.,
Colonial Secretary.

—
1

. Hovekoxt GENERAL CHAMBER oF COMMERCE,
i Hoxckona, 2nd April, 1885,

My Lorp,—I have the honour to inform you that at the annual Meeting

Hongkong General Chamber of Commerce held on the 27th ultimo,

vas unanimously resolved that a letter should be addressed to Your

g;:rpre_ssing the deep regret with which the members have learned

.a.th at Peking, on 22nd ultimo, of Sir Harry 8. Parxzrs, K.C.B,,

Her Majesty’s Envoy Extraordinary and Minister Plenipoten-

ina, and their sense of the loss which his untimely rer:oval
npt' only to Her Majesty’s Government but to every nation

urse with the Celestial Empire.

iR ntelligence has created a profound feeling of scrrow through-

ommunity, and, at this critical period, a consciousness of national
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Sir Harry Parkes exhibited such a knowledge of the Oriental Charac-

and capacity in dealing with the peoples among whom

ter, and such tact
unded confidence,

so much of his life was passed, that he ingpired unbo

and was regarded as altogether the most influential and practically useful

man that has ever represented his country in the East.
His career in Japan was a long, honourable, and singularly success-
ful one; and the steady advancement and prosperity of that country, and

ion now held by her in the estimation of other nations, are in

the posit
no small degree due to his influence and counsels during a transitional

period of remarkable constitutional change.
The treaty he negotiated with Korea is one of an unusnally eom-
and the recent lamentable events in that

plete and perfect character,
almost inevitably arise friction with

country, out of which there must
intensify, if that were possible, the general feeling

m the consciousness that his great and
will not be available in the interests

neighbouring states,
of sadness at his removal, fro
varied experience and wise counsel

of peace and national progress.
At thistime too, when there is ground for the hope that some basis
orences between France and

of negotiation for the settlement of the diff
China might be arranged, a settlement go much to be desired in the
interests of social and commercial development, the death of Sir HARRY
Parkes is felt to be a calamity the extent of which it is difficult to realize.
No man possessed greater influence with Chinese statesmen, or was better
qualified to promote extended foreign intercourse with China, and at the

came time to advance permancatly the best interests of the Bmpire to the

Government of which he was aceredited.—I have, &c.,

W. KESWICK, Chairman.

The Right Honourable, IiARL GRANVILLE, K.G.,

Her Majesty’s Principal Secretary of State for
Foreign Affairs, LOSDOXN.

CoroNIAL SECRETARY'S OFFICE,
HoNGRONG, 7th April, 1885.

Sir,—1 am directed by His Excellency the Governor to inform you

communication to Her Majesty’s Principal Secretary of State
h of Sir Harry PAREES,

No. 324,

that your
for Foreign Affairs with reference to the deat

L 9]

;ancl'osec'l in your letter of the 2nd instant, has been duly forwarded to Her
_M.ajesty’s 'Pringipal Secretary of State for the Colonies by to-day’s Mail
for transmission to Earl GranvirLe.—1 have, &c.,

~ W. H. MARSH, Colonial Secrelary.

The Honourable W, Keswick,
Chairman, HonggoNG GENERAL CHAMBER oF COMMERCE

ForeieNn OFFICE,

y : 18th May, 1885,
- Sir,—I am directed by Earl GranviLLe to acknowledge the receipt
3 q;fyour letter of the 2nd ultimo, expressing the deep regret with which the
Members of the Hongkong General Chamber of Commerce had learned of

- Jesty’s Envoy Extraordinary and Minister Plenipotentiary at Peking, and
m to request that you will convey to the Council of your Chamber the
L. _Ei?nse;en’l;gr@aiued by Her Majesty’s Government of their sympathy in th
1 loss which Her Majesty’s Service has sustained,—I am, &c., » -
5 : PHILIP W. CURRIE.
Chairman of the Honexoya CramBER oF CoMMERCE.

C.

Coroniar SecrETArRY's OFrics,
92. Hoxcxoxa, 27th March, 1885.
g_f;‘—Wiﬁh reference to Government Notification No. 322 of 1884 on
subject of emigration fees, and to previous correspondence with the
; er of ‘C_o,mmerce on the same subject, I have the honour, by direc-
His Excellency the Governor, to inform you that a despatch has
. rocei ed from the Right Honourable the Secretary of State for the
e, stating that his Lordship approves of the licence fee of five dollars
ﬁgt@med,:'a.nd that he considers that under Ordinance 5 of 1876 a
icence ‘Ii.s not required when a ship provided with a licence at the
_ f-departqre calls on her voyage at a second port to take in
passengers. The Consuls at Amoy and Swatow were informed of
n on 21st nltimo.—T have, &e.,
. W. H. MARSH, Colonial Secretary.
wn, HoNeEoNG (GENERAL Cnampnr oF ComMERCE,

the death on the 22nd of March of Sir Harry S. Parxrs, late Her Ma.
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«That in the opinion of this Council there ought to be direct tele- |
gra.phic communication between Hongkong and Singapore, the nearest ‘
British Settlement, and that immediate steps be taken to supplement the |
Jefences of Honglkong by obtaining with the least possible delay a flotilla ?

!

[1o]
D.
TELEGRAM.

4¢h April, 1885.

|
if | Following resolution passed unanimously at Mecting Legislative Council

| first April. That in opinion this Council there ought be direct telegraphic
kong and Singapore the nearest British

be talken to supplement defences
possible delay a flotilla of torpedo
Urge Government support.

Ww. KESWICK.

gf{[‘prpedo Taunches fully equipped.” Resolution ends
Urge Government support direct cable by contribution to subsidy.

s cmas—

| communication between Hong
. Settlement and that immediate steps
f of Hongkong by obtaining with the least
launches fully equipped. Resolution ends.

: Tgr LonpoNn CmamBeEr oF CoMMERCE, IF
3 Loxpon, 10th April, 1885. i
Drar Sir,—The telegram of your Chamber of the 5th of April was \
con’s_idefed ab the Monthly Council Mecting yesterday, when it was resolved \k
to take action in the divection desired. I beg to enclose you copy of a B
letter which has been addressed to-day to the Secretaries of State for g ¢ ‘
Foreign Affairs and the (Colonies, and also to the Chancellor of the Exche-
_ ‘:’f_jiger. I might add that a mercantile meeting is being organised in the
f@iif-pf,_Lon'dou,- not however under the auspices of this Chamber, to urge
upon Her Majesty’s Government the considerable strengthéning of the

means of maritime defence of this country and its Colonies.—Yours

 faithfully.

To Chairman, CHAMBER OF (OMMERCE, LONDON.

CgameER oF COMMERCE,
SINGAPORE, 7th April, 1885.

By favour of the Telegraph Coy., I received on the 4th
i instant a franked service message from Hongkong, as per €opy herewith,
pass in a similar way to Hongkong any com-

I I
i accompanied by an offer to
'R munication this Chamber might have to make to you on the subject of 2

i | direct cable to your port.
1 took steps at once to m
I here, to the un-Official Members of Council and t

(I Drar SIR,—

KENRIC B. MURRAY, Secrelary.

. The Secretary, CraMBER oF COMMERCE, HoNGEONG.

- ]

ake your message known to the Chamber
o the general public through

| ‘| "I i | the newspapers.
ARl i Owing, however, principaily to the Faster Holidays and partly to mail
1 work, there has heen no meeting of Council here, nor of the Committee of

Il | ‘ the Chamber of Commerce, within the last few days, and it has been im-
it | ‘ il | possible to elicit any official expression of opinion on the subject of your
| ||| i telegram. I hope to address you again on the matter shortly.—T am, &c.,.
| ALEX. GENTLE, Secretary.

~ Copy. -

.~ My Lorp,—I have the honour to inform your Tordship that a tele-

ym the Hongkong Chamber of Commerce (copy of which ig enclose(i)

nsidered at the Monthly Council Meeting of this Chamber yesterday

was decided that the attention of Her Majesty’s Government should
iately called to the fact, that telegraphic communication between
ggiit;-y and the Chinese Treaty Ports, passes on the one hand vid
and Denmark, and on the other through French Territory vid
It was felt to be highly desirable, that telegraphic communiculion
inese Treaty Poits, and especially with the English Colony ab
kong should be entirely under English control, and also in view of the
nb political situation in the East, every possible security in the way of
: and armaments should be provided for the important ports of
mg and Singapore. :

I
\L i l ‘ ]
il To the Secretary, GENERAL CaampER OF COMMERCE, HoNGEONG.

o, e

' \! E il (Copy)
1

to Chamber of Commeree, Singapore.)
2nd April.

‘ (Chamber of Comamerce, Honglkong,
I A |10
! | passed unanimously at Meeting of Legislative

Tollowing resolution
|
Council yesterday.
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The following resolution was unanimously adopted by the Councit for
transmission to your Lordship’s Department, to the consideration of which
1 beg respectfully to direct your Tordship’s best attention:—

«That in view of the great importance of British mercantileinterests:
in the Fast, more particularly as concentrated at Hongkong
——the shipping tonnage of which, entered and cleared in 1883,
amounted to 6,882,000 tons and the yearly imports and ex-
ports of which exceed £4,000,000 sterling—strong representa-
tions be made to the Government as to the imperative neces-
sity of protecting British interests in the China seas by
adequate defensive precautions both at Hongkong and Singa-
pore; and that these two important ports should be, without
delay, united by a direct submarine telegraph cable entirely
in British hands, even if a small Imperial subsidy (as in other

~ cases) be requisite to ensure its being laid.”—Believe me, &c.,

KENRIC B. MURRAY, Secretary.

The Right Honourable The Earn Gravvinie, K.G.,
Her Mugesty's Secvetary of State for Foreign Affairs.
Foreign Office, 8. W.
ITonceroNG GENERAL CHAMBER OF COMMERCE,
HoxcronG, 21st May, 1885.

Dear Six,—T beg to acknowledge receipt of your letter of the 10tk
ultimo, covering copy of a lefter addressed by the London Chamber of
Commerce to the Secretaries of State for Foreign Affairs and the Colonies,
and also to the Chancellor of the Exchequer, on the Subject of direct
telegraphic communication between Hongkong and Singapore, and of the
defences of this Colony. T am to tender the best thanks of my Committee
to the London Chamber of Commerce for its support and prompt action

in the matter.—1 am, &c.,
H. M. BAILY, Secretary.

T]u; Secretary, Tue LonpoN CHAMBER OF (OMMERCE.

Hongkoxe GENERAL CHAMBER OF COMMERCE,
HoNgKONG, 13th July, 1885,
Drar Srr,—I am directed to convey to you the best thanks of the
Committee of the Hongkong General Chamber of Commerce, which wevra
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ananimously voted at a Meeeing of the Committee held on Friday last,
for your prompt and courteous action in forwarding to the Singapore and

‘TLondon Chambers of Commerce, free of cost to this Chamber, telegrams
on the subject of direct telegraphic communication between Hongkong and
'.Si.ng'ﬁpore: g matter of considerable importance to this Colony.—I am, &c.,
! H. M. BAILY, Secretary.
' W. Durrax, Esq., ,
Superintendent, E. B. TeLeerarn Co., Lp.

Tur Eastern ExTENsioN AvusTranasia AND CHINa
Trreeraruic Company, EIMITED,
Hoxcxong, 14th July, 1885,
Dear Si,—1I have done very little to deserve the thanks of you

Committee conveyed to me in your letter of yesterday.

In sending the Chamber’s messages free I only gave effect to what T

_ knew to be our Chairman’s wish; anything which interests the Commercial

Eg;im-i?mnity of Honglong is sure of his sympathy. I have g;ea.t pleasure
y acknowledging your Committee’s note of thanks in this Company’s
-ame.-—'I am, &c.,

W. DURRAN.
Secretary, Honerone CHAMBER oF COMMERCE.

e a2

CuasMBrr or COMMERCE,

4 SINaAPORE, 17th June, 1885.
DrAr Str,—Referring to my letter of 7th April, I have now to inform
t b the question of a direct Telegraph Cable to connect the British
onies in the East has again been brought before this Chamber, by a
from the London Chamber of Commerce forwarding a copy of a
ressed to Her Majesty’s Secretaries of State for Foreign Affairs

olonies, in consequence of your recent telegram.

e replied to the London Chamber, that pending the reply of Her
Government, which does not appear to have been received yet, it
.a-fent-what this Colony can do to further the project, beyond
general support to any well considered scheme that may com.
fto the HEnglish commercial community in China, who are pri-
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1 further suggested, that in the event of a subsidy, whether Imperial
or Colonial, being offered to the Telegraph Companies as an inducement to
lay a direct cable, care should be taken to make some such stipulation as
was made by the Australian Colonies, under similar cireumstances, whereby
messages of a public nature are supplied to these Colonies at greatly re-

duced rates,—I am, &c.,
ALEX. GENTLE, Secretary.

" The Secretary, GENERAL CHAMBER OF CoMMERCE, HONGKONG.

E.

COLONIAL SECRETARY'S OFFICE,

No. 338. Hoxcroxa, 9th April, 1885.

Sir,—TI am directed by Governor Sir GEorGE Bowsex to transmit to
you copies of the enclosed correspondence with the Secretary of State,
respecting the guestion of Quarantine, and to state that His Excellency
will be obliged by an expression of the opinion of the Chamber of Com-
merce on this subject, with t.h\'e view to early action by the Government and
by the Colonial Legislature.—I have, &c.,

J. H. STEWART LOCKHART, pro Colonial Secretary.

I
The Chairman, HONGKONG GENERAL CHaMBER oF COMMERCE,
&e., &c., &c.

Governor Sir G. F. Bowen, G.C.M.G., to the Secretary of State.
GovernMENT HoUsk,
HoxeEoNG, 19tk December, 1884,
My Lonp,—With reference to my despateh of the 9th August ultimo,
and to previous eorrespondence respecting the guestion of quarantine, I
havé the homour to report that, Her Majesty’s Minister at Peking (Bir

Harry Parkes), in a despatch dated on the 5th instant, has written to

me as follows:—
«T should take this opportunity of stating to your Excellency that the

instructions I received last year from the Foreign Office on the subject of
quarantine, and which I have been directed to communicate to the Chinese

overnment, show that Her Majesty’s Government are not in favour of
the adoption of that measure. I take from these instructions the following

passage:—

Cholera, there is a complete agreement among all who have a practical
acquaintanee with the subjact either in India, or in the United Kingdom, :
that the geuerally received theory and practice of quarantine is not only .

" @overnments and Communities, I would request your Lordship to inform
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«Much as scientific men may have differed upon the ‘Contagion’ of

useless, but also hurtful.”

«The custom of imprisoning the healthy with the sick is calculated,
for moral and physical reasons which are easily understood, to increase the |
number of the persons attacked, to intensify the virulence of the disease, ;
and to convert the prison into a nidus of infection; while the unfounded -
belief by the security given by quarantine discourages the adoption of those I|
sanitary measures which alone are proved to check the spread of the |

ng_iﬂ.emie.”
“Tf the above reasoning be applicable to epidemic cholera, it would 4

appear to have greater force in regard to any endemic form of the disease,
such as that which occasionally appears in China during *the summer

‘months,”

2 Personally, T am disposed to agree with the spirit of the instructions |
m the Foreign Office quoted above. But, it will be remembered that H

very conflicting opinions have been held, and very different courses of

ion have been followed, respecting quarantine,” by various Colonial

me,:fm' my future guidance, if you desire that the principle laid down by
reign Office should be followed, in questions relating to Quarantine,
by the Government of Hongkong.—T have, &e.,

G. F. BOWEN.

3 J
‘The Right Honourable Tae Earr or Drrpy, K.G., 1
e e, &e. LM .

%S';ii;rétary of State to Governor Sir G. F. Bowen, G.C.M.G.

DowNING STREET, 13th February, 1885.

—-I have the honour to acknowledge the receipt of your despatch
December last, on the subject of Quarantine regulations.
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i ! 9. The views expressed in the Foreign Office instructions to Her
Majesty’s Minister at Peking, quoted in your despatch, are those entertain-
od by Her Majesty’s Government on the subject of Quarantine against
Cholera, and these views have been put in practice in the United Kingdomn,
where Quarantine is no longer enforced except against plague and yellow
fever.

3. Her Majesty’s Government have not, however, thought it necessary
doption of a similar course in Colonies where public
opinion is strongly in favour of the enforcement of strich Quarantine
' regulations; but, if it is probable that the Legislature of Hongkong would
| be willing to adopt the English practice, I should approve of your intro-
‘ ! ducing the necessary legislation.

4, If Quarantine were abolished, it would be necessary to give the
I Governor in Council power of making regulations similar to that possessed
| by the Local Government Board under Section 130 of the Public Health
i Act, 1875; and it would bo necessary for the Governor in Council to make
regulations for the detention and examination of ships suspected of being
infected with'Cholera, or coming from places infected with Cholera; for the
‘H medical examination of the passengers and crew, and for the removal from
A8 the ship and the detention and treatment in proper isolated places of the
I’ T sick persons on board ; for the disinfection of the ship, and for the disinfec-
R\
Il

to press for the a

tion or destruction of all infected articles on board similar to those made by
the Local Government Board in their Order of 12th July, 1883. A copy of
s of the accompanying
dum by the Medical
—1I have,

that Order is enclosed for your information, with copie
letter to the Sanitary Authorities, and of a Memoran
il Officer of the Board on Precautions against TInfection of Cholera.

&c.y

DERBY.

Governor Sir G. F. Bowey, G.C.M.G.,
- §e., &c., &¢.
Hoxgroxe GENERAL CHAMBER OF COMMERCE,
HoNngEONG, 10th April, 1885.

i &

Str,—In reply to your letter of yesterday's date, transmitting copies
of correspondence with the Secretary of State respecting the question of
Quarantine, and requesting the opinion of this Chamber on the subject, I
\ | | have the honour to state, for the information of His Excellency the Gover-
SR nor, that this Chamber recommends the adoption of the following regulations.

e | iy

Every vessel arriving in the waters of this Colony having at the time of
her arrival any cases of infectious or contagious disease on board, shall
L smmediately on entering the waters of the Colony fly the Quarantine flag,
Bl and shall keep the same flying, and shall be deemed to be in Quarantine
until released by order of the Health Officer, ;
Any vessel arriving in the waters of this Colony having on board any
case of infectious or contagions disease, shall be visited and examined by
3  the Medical Officer of Health, and, if he is of opinion that the ship be
" infected, he shall give a certificate to that effect, and order the vessel to the
‘Quarantine Ground.
The Medical Officer of Health shall, as soon as possible after any such
f -.?gsg'el has been certified to be infected, examine all persons on hoard of
‘her, and all persons who shall not be certified by him as suffering from an
~ infectious disease shall be permitted to land, and any person certified by
‘him to be suffering from an infectious or contagious disease shall be re-
‘moved tosome Hospital or other place previously appointed by the Sanitary
~ Authorities, and detained there. '
The vessel shall then be fumigated and released from detention.—I I
have, &c., '

W. KEESWICK, Chairman.

-. The Honourable W, H. MarsH, C.M.G., Colonial Secretary.

*

HoneroNG GENERAL CHAMBER oF COMMERCE,
Howerone, 15th July, 1885.

‘Sir,—With reference to my letter of 10th April last, and fo previous
spondence on the subject of Quarantine Regulations in this Colony, I
 the honour to again address you respecting the nature of the Quaran-
ﬁegnlations published in the Government Gazette of the 27th ultimo.

I am desired to call your attention to this Chamber’s letter of 10th
t, in which the Committee, upon rezeipt of copies of correspondence
Bgse,d between His Excellency Governor Sir &. F. Bowex and the |
5 of State, recommended the adoption in this Colony of Regulations i
mﬂar q.hara.cter to those prevailing in the United Kingdom, and which
DERBY intimated would be approved of by Her Majesty’s Government.
b was understood by the Chamber that new regulations would
t15 be issued, and it was not until the appearance of the Notifica-




[ 18]
tion that the Committee became aware that restrictions were still to be
continued.
Quarantine has hitherto proved altogether inefficacious to withstand
the introduction of Cholera into any locality, and especially must the prineci-
ple be useless in the case of this Colony, whose natural surroundings present
d so wholly beyond eontrol for the admission of

opportunities so diverse an
cally rendered useless

disease, that the system now in force is practi

neasure.

The Committee would suggest, that a Lazaretto ofa
Cholera, should be erected on

permanent character

for the reception of patients infected with

the Quarantine Ground on Stone Cutters’ Island.
The Committee is aware of the advantages to be derived from lodging

the patients in temporary structures, which can be burnt immediately after
they are free of patients, in order more effectually to destroy all sources of
infection; but, they recognize, in view of the destructive effects of the
typhoons to which the Colony is liable during the summer months, the
advantages of at least possessing & certain amount of permanent accommao-

dation for the reception of patients in case of any emergency.

The Committee of the (hamber earnestly request that the subject of
trictions on Shipping are

ay be reconsidered. The present res
{he introduction of disease, and they are calcu-

th all mercantile interests.—I have, &c.,
W. KESWICK, Chairman.
LL. 1., Acting Colonial Secretary-

Quarantine m
of no practical use against
lated to seriously interfere Wi

i
The Honourable E. STEWART,
Y A

COLONIAL SrcrETARY's OFTICE,

No. 908.
Honcroxa, 18tk July, 1885.

Sip,—In answer to your letter of the

Quarantine Regulations published in the Governme

wltimo, I am directed by the Officer
inform you that His Tixcellency is advise
of the Colony, it would not be pr
nitive precantionary measures whic
Derey's despateh, would be necessary

have, &¢.,
FREDERICK STEWART, Acting Colonial Secvetary.

The Ionourable Wat. KESWICK,

hecirman, Honghony General € hamber of Commerce.

15th instant respecting the
nt Gazette of the 27th
Administering the Government to
d that, in the present circumstances
acticable to apply effectually those alter-
b, according to the terms of Lord
if quarantine were to be abolished.—I

i

Hoxegrone GENERAL Cuayper or COMMERCE,
Hoxgroxe, 4th August, 1885,

Sir,—With reference to this Chamber’s letter of the 15tL ultimo vespect-

ing the Quarantine Regulations published in the Hongliong Governnent

Gazette of the 27th June last, and to your reply thereto, I am desired to

state that the Committee would be glad to be informed of the particular

circumstances which render impracticable the adoption of the regulations

.r§ferred to in paragraph 4 of Lord Dersy's despatch to His Exéellency

@Governor Sir G. F. Bowsn dated 15th February, 1885, n:'a the Committee

would be glad to render such assistance as is in their power with a view to
removing the difficulties that may exist.—I have, &c.,

P. RYRIE, Vice-Chairman.

R The Honourable F. Stewart, LL.D., Acting Colonial Secretary.

- No. 1052, C'oLONTAL SECRETARY'S OFFICE,
= HoncgonG, 8th August, 1885.

L - Sir,—With reference to your letter of the 4th instant ragarding the
. gga}??,ﬁbihe Regulations against Cholera, I have the honour to convey to
. ygju the thanks of His Excellency the Officer Administering the Government
g_for;z;t}ié assistance which you have been good enough to offer, and which, as
well knows, is never wanting on the part of the Chamber, when :che
] S’&ﬁ?,rmfmnt is in need of it. In this case, however, the removal of the
i &iﬁigpl-t;es referved to is rather beyond the pewer of the Chamber, arising
~asth do, in a great measure, from the habits, condition, and nature of th:
~ people we have to deal with, and the diffieulty of making any reliable ins-
»f vessels or tenements, where every endeavour is made to conceal

e,

fx‘g Health Officers would have, in fuct, to board every junk and other
d search it throughout, in order to detect the existence of Cholera or
i€ soase. Under these circumstances, therefore, and seeing that the

maffys-of.g_uarding against theintroduction of Cholera are still surround-
| ﬁm'.l_bt;, th'e Officer Administering the Government and the Exetu-
il are firmly of opinion that it is far better, in a moment of great
] he Governor of this Colony should have the power in 1'e:erve
gy §0‘urse to Quarantine Regulations, rather than that we should
! F&g?,n,t altogether on a system of inspection, which, in the present

1 of the native population could not be properly enforced.
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Gladly would His Excellency be relieved of the responsibility imposed
on him, by clause 2 of the Regulations, of proclaiming certain Ports; but
he would be happy to undertake any responsibility rather than run the risk
of having Cholera in au epidemic form imported into the Colony in its
present incomplete Sanitary condition.

Hitherto His Excellency’s powers have been so exercised as to cause no
more inconvenience to the Mercantile Community than if no Quarantine
Taws existed; and not only that, but as the correspondence in this Office
would show, he has done his very best to free all ships leaving this porb
from any restrictions as regards Quarantine to which they might have been
liable at their respective destinations during the present outbreak of Cho-

lera.—I have, &c.,
FREDERICK STEWART, Acting Colonial Secretary.

The Honourable P. RYRIE,
Vice-Chairman of the HoNGEONG GENERAL CHAMBER OF COMMERCE..

e et

L]
HoxcroNe GENERAL CHAMBER OF COMMERCE,
HoneroNG, 25th August, 1885.

Sir,—1I have the honour to address you with reference to your reply of
the Sth instant to this Chamber’s letter requesting information as to the
circumstances which render impracticable the adoption of the regulations
referred to in paragraph 4 of Lord Drrsy’s despateh to His Excellency
Governor Sir G. F. Bowen of 13th February, 1885, and to previous corres-
pondence on the subject of Quarantine. '

The opinion of this Chamber, as you are aware, was requested by His
Excellency the Governor on the 9th April last, respecting the question of
Quarantive, with a view to early action by the Government and by the
Colonial Legislature; whereupon, the Committee recommended the adoption
of regulations framed entirely on the same basis as those prevailing in the
United Kingdom, .

I am desired by the Committee to state that they deeply regret that,
after their representations upon the subject, and the hopes which were
beld out that the Quarantine Regulations of this Colony would be placed
upon a footing similar to that which exists in the United Kingdom, no

o the present, been taken to attain so desirable an object.

steps have, up b
f at once

The Committee would again point out the urgent necessity o
taking steps to carry out the regulations referred to in paragraph 4 of Lord
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Derpy’s despatch to His Excellency Governor Sir G. F, Bowex dated 13tk
February, 1885, which is ag follows:—

«If Quarantine were abolished, it would be necessary to give the
Governor in Council the power of making regulations similar to thaf
Possessed by the Local Government Board under Section 180 of the Public
Health Act 1875, and it would be necessary for the Governor in Couneil to
!ﬁ_ake regulations for the detention and examination of ships suspected of.
‘being infected with Cholera, or coming from places infected with Cholera;
for the medical examination of the passengersand crew, and for the remova.;
from the ship and the detention and treatment in proper isolated places
of the sick persons on board; for the disinfection of the ship, and, for the
disinfection or destruction of all infected articles on board similar to those
xnﬁmde by the Local Giovernment Board in their Order of 12th July, 1883.
A copy of that Order is enclosed for your information, with copies of the
‘accompanying letter to the Sanitary Authorities, and of a Memorandum by
the Medical Officer of the Board on Precautions against the Infection of
‘Cholera.”

; The Committee desire, also, to eall the attention of His Excellency
the Governox to his despatch of the 19th December, 1884, to the Secretary
of State, from which the Commiltee gathers that Her Majesty’s Govern-
‘ment are not in favour of the adoption of the system of Quarantine, and in

~ which it is stated that—“there is a complete agreement among all who have

&pmcﬁlcal acquaintance with the subject either in India or in the United
Kingdom, that the generally received theory and practice of Quarantine is
not only useless, but also hurtful.” ’

B -:’.I.'h'e Committee are unable to gather from the reasons alleged in your
letter, in what manner or measure this Colony is to be more effectually

- protected from the introduetion of Cholera or other infectious disease from

other Ports, by a continuance of the present system of Quarantine, than by
adoption of such regulations as are considered quite sufficient for the

‘ _;;mtection of the United Kingdom.—The Committee, moreover, entirely fail

nderstand how the detention of Foreign ships or steamers—from which

there -is“ far less danger of introduction of disease to be apprehénded than

Giy native vessels—can be efficacious in preventing the spread of disease,
Vﬁh'e': Execntive expresses its inability to exercise adequate supervision

v thg..-hrge number of native junks which enter the harbour from nearly

he Ports on this Coast. .

~ If the Executive of this Colony is unable to exercise complete supervi-
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sion over all vessels, native or foreign, that enter the waters of this Colony,
then it is hardly necessary to poinb out that the system of Quarantine insist-
ed upon by the Colonial Government is wholly inefficient and utterly
useless, and that foreign vessels will be submitted to the injustice of
detention and loss thereby entailed, while native vessels ‘where every
endeavour is made to conceal disease’ are to be allowed fo escape, in eonse-
quence of the inadequacy of the staff of the Executive to enforce a proper
system of inspection. it

With respect to the concluding paragraph of your letter in which refer-
made to ‘the present outbreak of Cholera,” I am desired to state
leaving this port have been provided
the Committee presumes would not be

ence is
that, up to the present time vessels
with clean Bills of Health, which
Port infected with Cholera; though the Committee is aware

done were the
diarrheea has been prevalent in this

that a sporadic form of choleraic
Colony during the summer months.
The Committee desire, also, to call attention to that portion of their

lotter of the 15th July referring to the erection of a permanent Lazaretto

on Stone Cutters’ Island which has apparently been overlooked, and which

runs as follows:—
«The Comumittee would suggest that a Tazaretto of a permanent
character, for the reception of patients infected with Cholera, should be
e Ground on Stone Cutters’ Island. The (Jom-

erected on the Quarantin
mittee is aware of the advantages to be derived from lodging the patients,

which can be burnt immediately they are free of

in temporary structures,
roy all sources of infection, bub

patients, in order more effectuaily to dest
w of the destructive effects of the typhoons to which

 months, the advantage of at least
ent accommodation for the reception

they recognize, in vie
the Colony is liable during the summe
possessing a certain amount of perman
of patients in case of emergency.”’
The construction of the above,
mat-sheds, the Committee recommends as
imittee is unable to understand why the carry
be delayed, having regard to the absence of any such accommodation in the

Colony, and considering the strenuous recommendations thab have been
made with a view to obtaining the completion of the necessary buildings.—L

have, &c.,

as well as the erection of commodious
urgent necessities; and the Com-
ing out of these objects should

P. BYRIE, Vice-Chairman.

The Honourakle F. Stuwart, LL.D., Acting Colonial Secretary.
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CoroniAL SEecretarY’s OFFICE,
HMoncroxG, 28tk August, 1885,

No. 1191,

Srr,—1I am directed by His Excellency the Officer Administering the
Government to acknowledge the receipt of your letter of the 25th in:ta.nt
on the subject of Quarantine Regulations, and in reply I am to convey
to you the following resolution of the Esecutive Council in the matter:—

«The Council advise that the Vice-Chairman of the Chamber of Com-
merce be informed that the TExecutive Council has carefully considered his
letter, and that it sees no reason to alter its previous decision.””—I have, &ec.,

FTREDERICE STEWART, Acting Colonial Secretary.

The Honourable P, RyriE,

o L ;
Vice-Chairman, Hoxeroxe GeENeraL CusMper oF CoMMERCE.

HoxgEoNG GENERAL CHAMBER oF COMMERCE,
b ]
Howeroxe, 15th September, 1885, |

S1r,—By desire of the Committee of this Chamber T have the honour
;gt')jl_'}a.y before you the enclosed correspondence which has taken place
between this Chamber and the Executive of this Colony, on the important
subject of Quarantine Regulations.

_ The Regulations, as you will gather from the correspondence, press
most gnduly and unfairly on Foreign Shipping frequenting the Port,
;'ﬂ@hﬂue:s.,(}hinese vessels, from which infinitely greater danger of dissemination
~ of disease is to be apprehended, practically escape.

The Committee desire me particularly to call your attention to the
s of Tiord Drrsy’s despatch of the 13th February, 1885—copy of which
_-f@_l_‘_'s‘_tar&_éd to this Chamber by Governor Sir Grorcr F. Bowexn—and
state that, after the confident expectation which this Chamber was led
r—_tg.in,- that the Quarantine Regulations of this Colony would at last
-“1?'.t§ed upon a rational and satisfactory basis, similar to the system
mI_n_lg;_in the United Kingdom, the Committee feel they bave no other
; ,?le'ft open to them, in justice to the interests of this Colony, but
t the whole question for your consideration and final decision.
‘1?]13 Cblf!lmittee cannot help stating, also, that the action of the Exe-
has given rise to a very gemeral opinion in the Colony, that the
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present regulations have been framed owing to the fact that no adequate
provision has yet been made to meet any incursion of cholera or other
epidemic disease into the Colony, a neglect to which, as will be gathered

from the correspondence, this Chamber has repeatedly, but without effect
or reply, called the attention of the Exzecutive.—I have, &c.y

Pr. RYRIE, Vice-Chairman.

Colonel the Right Honourable F. STANLEY,
Her Mujesty’s Principal Secretary of State for the Celonies.

HoxegoNG GexgralL CHAMBER OF Co:ummcia,
HoneroNG, 15th September, 1885,

Sig,—I have the honour to acknowledge receipt of your letter of the
98th ultimo, communicating, for the information of this Chamber, a reso-
lution of the Executive Council on the subject of Quarantine Regulations
in this Colony.

Taking into consideration the importance of the question of “Quaran-
tine,” respecting which the opinion of this Chamber was requested on the
9th April last, and how deeply it affects this Colony, I am desired to state
that the Committee regret that their letter of the 25th ultimo should have
met with so curt and unsatisfactory a reply.

The Committee now feel compelled to submit the whole of the corres-
pondence, which has taken place between the Colonial Government and
this Chamber on the subject, to the Secretary of State for the Colonies,
and to appeal to him for his final decision in the matter.

I have the honour, therefore, to enclose & letter addressed to Her
Majesty’s Principal Secretary of State for the Colonies, in triplicate, and
to request that His Excellency the Governor will be good enough to for-
ward the same to the Secretary of State.

The Committea has also addressed the London Chamber of Commerce,
invoking its support towards the attainment of the object desired by this
Chamber.—1 have, &c.,

Pu, RYRIE, Vice-Chairman.

The Honourable F. StewarT, LL.D.,
Acting Colonial Secretary.
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HoneroNG GENERAL CHAMBER oF COMMERCE,
Hoxckoxng, 15th September, 1885.

- S1r,—I have the honour to forward to you enclosed copy of a letter
gddressed by this Chamber to Her Majesty’s Principal Secretary of State
for the Colonies, covering copies of correspondence that has taken place
between this Chamber and the Colonial Government here on the subject
of “Quarantine” in this Colony.

I am desired by the Committee of the Chamber to state that they
earnestly trust that their representations to the Secrefary of State may be
strengthened by the support of the London Chamber of Commerce.—I
have, &c.,

Pu. RYRIE, Vice-Chairman.

The President, Lonpon CHAMBER oF COMMERCE.

(oronIaL SECRETARY'S OFFIGE,
Hoxnerona, 16th September, 1885.

No. 1278.

, S1r,—I am divected by the Governor to acknowledge the receipt of
E your lettP:r of yesterday, and to state that His Excellency will have much
' j'p;l‘ea,sufe in transmitting the letter addressed by the Chamber of Commerce

to the Secretary of State for the Colonies on the Quarantine question.—I

~ have, &c., =

FREDERICK STEWART, Acting Colonial Secretary.

 The Honourable P. Ryrig,
Vice-Chairman, HoxéxkoNe GENERAL CHAMBER OF COMMERCE,

o ConoNIAL SECrETARY'S OFFICE,
1806. Hownexong, 28th December, 1885,

Ste,—Adverting to my letter No. 1278 of the 16th September last
arding the transmission to the Secretary of State for the Colonies of the
;‘-’s letter of the 15th September, on the subject of the Quarantine
ions of the Colony, I have the honour, by direction of His Excel-
'y the Officer Administering the Government, to inform you that Colonel

Y, while adhering to the opinion that the system of precaution




[26]

on of infectious diseases from abroad which is adopted
at of Quarantine, is not prepared,
ongkong and other local circum-
al Government to retain for
died in the existing

against the introdueti
in England is generally preferable to th
in view of the insanitary condition of H
stances, to overrule the decision of the Coloni
the present the modified system of Quarantine embo
Regulations.—I have, &c.,

FREDERICK STEWART, Acting Colonial Secretary.

The Honourable W. Kreswick,

Chairman, HoNGEoONG GENERAL (CgaMBER 0F COMMERCE.

F.

HongroNGg GENERAL CHAMBER -OF COMMERCE,
HongRoNG, 8th May, 18835,

Sir,—1I have the honour to address you, by desire of the Committee
the subject of the Chinese Emigration laws of
Hongkong and Singapore, the present conflicting nature of which is
4 source of considerable inconvenience, especially having regard to the
variance in the number of passengers allowed to be carried in each
Chinese Passenger ship, by the geveral regulations of the two Colonies,
a greater number of passengers being allowed by the laws of this Colony
to be carried on one voyage, than is sanctioned by the regulations of
Singapore.

The law of this Colony, ‘vhich has been for some time in foree, and
found to work well, has until recently been recognized by the authorities
at Singapore, and the Committee is unaware of any reason for the recent
alteration in the regulations of that Colony.

The Committee would be glad of the good offices of His Excellency
the Governor, towards bringing about an assimilation of the Chinese
Emigration laws of the two Colonies; and they desire, also, respectfully
to suggest that representatious be made to the Government of Singapore,
recommending the adoption of the Hongkong Emigration Ordinances,
hitherto enforced, as the recognized law of both Colonies—IL have, &c.,

of this Chamber, on

Pu. RYRIE, Vice-Chairman.

The Honourable W. IT: MarsH, CM.G.,

Colonial Secretary,
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Coron1AL SECRETARY'S OFFICE,

No. 53L. Ho~exroxe, 18th May, 1885.

Sir,—In reply to your letter of the 8th instant, I am directed by the
'(}overnor to inform you that the question of the conflict of the Emigration
Taws of the Straits Settlements and Hongkong is already under the con-
sideration of the Secretary of State for the Colonies, His Excellency having
_?ﬂdi‘essed his Lordship on the subject on the 13th ultimo.—I have, &c.,

W. H. MARSH, Colonial Secretary.

 The Honourable P. Ryr1E,
Vice-Chairman, HoNexone GENERAL CHaMBER oF CoMMERCE.

HoxekoNG GENERAL CHAMBER OF COMMERCE,
Honcrong, 4th August, 1885.
] Sir,—With reference to this Chamber’s letter of 8th May last, addressed
, to ‘t?x.e'.-ColoniaI Secretary, respecting the inconvenience experie'nced by the
'~ conflict between the Emigration Laws of this Colony and those of Singapore,
A 1 am desired further to state that, in the opinion of the Committes, the
Legislature of Singapore in framing regulations overruling the law of Hong-

\g, is acting beyond its powers, for the following reasons:—

The Regulations governing this Colony and the Coast Ports, as to the
L0 r of passengers allowed to be carried on Chinese Passenger ships, are
*. fi‘ﬁmed by the Governor of Hongkong under\'powers conferred upon him by
the Passengers Act, 1855, (18 and 19 Vic. c. 104) an Tmperial Act, which,
 opinion of the Committee, the Legislature of Singapore has no power
ule by an Ordinance passed in that Colony, the provisions of which
t is submitted, affect an Imperial Act in such a way as to render it

tically of no effect, which in fact proves to be the case, so long as the
s framed by the Governor of Hongkong are rendered nugatory by
‘action of the Legislature of Singapore.

Under these circumstances, the Committee would respectfully suggest

opinion of the Legal Advisers of the Government should he obtained

n this important point.—I have, &c.,

Pa. RYRIE, Vice-Chairman.
Honourable F, Stuwarr, LL.D., Acting Colonial Secretary.
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COTONIAL SECRETARY'S QFFICE,
HoneroNa, 8th August, 1885.

No. 1053,
he 4th instant respecting the conflict

S1ir,—In reply to your letter of t
between the Emigration Laws of this Colony and those of Singapore, I am

directed by His Excellency the Officer Administering the Government to
inform you that, in the opinion of the Attorney General the guestion
geems to be which Government shall regulate the terms and conditions
under which passenger ships sailing from China shall be allowed to carry
passengers from China and Hongkong. The authority to regulate such
traffic is specially conferred upon the Hongkong Legislature by the Tm-
perial Act 18 and 19 Vic. Cap. 104, Sees. 2 and 3; and if the local Ordi-
nance of Singapore conflicted with the laws made by the Hongkong
Legislature under the above authority, the obvious way to adjust the differ-

ence would seem to be for the local Government at Singapore to amend

their law.-—1 have, &c.,
o FREDERICK STEWART, Acting Colonial Secretary.

Honourable P. RYRIE,

Vice-Chairman, HONGKONG @enEraL CHAMBER OF CoMMERCE.

ConLoNIAL SECRETARY'S OFFICE,

No. 1098. Honarone, 14th August, 1885.

81r,—Adverting to my letter No. 1053 of the 8th instant, and to pre-
vious correspondence, I am directed by His Excellency the Officer Adminis-
toring the Government to transmit to you the annexed copy of an Order in
Council issued by the Glovernment of the Straits Settlements assimilating

the Emigration Laws of that Colony with those of Hongkong.—I have, &c.,

FREDERICK STEWART, Acting Colonial Secretary.

The Chairman of the HONGEONG GexeraL CHAMBER OF COMMERCE.
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£ GOVERNMENT NOTIFICATION—No. 426.

The following Order by His Excellency the Officer Administering the
:Government in Council, under “The Passenger Ships Ordinance, 1874,
‘ 18 publ_is.hed for general information.
<S8 o
3 By His Excellency’s Command,

A. M. SKINNER,
w Acting Colonial Secretary.
(oroNIAL SECRETARY'S OFFICE, '
Singapore, 4th August, 1885.

ORDER
BY

HIS EXCELLENCY THE OFFICER ADMINISTERING THE
GOVERNMENT IN COUNCIL, d

UNDER

“The Passenger Ships Ordinance, 1874.”

-8 Whereas it is expedient to make provision for the carriage of deck
- passengers to and from places without the limits of the Straits of Malacea:

- Now it is hereby ordered by His Excellency the Officer Administering
3 *;;he Government of the Straits Settlements,\.by and with the advice of the
i -"?‘rxegutive Council thereof, under the powers in that behalf given by Sec-
_ tion 10 of “The Passenger Ships Ordinance, 1874, as follows =

1. Ships of whatever nationality arriving at any port of the Colony

“any port or place to which the legislation of the legislature of Hongkong
‘The Chinese Passenger Act, 1855,” for the time being extends,

islative authority.

| . g&ny German Ship arriving at any port of the Colony from any of
b g@f&&ty Ports in China may bring deck passengers in such number as
be allowed and prescribed by any certificate or licence issued by the
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proper German Consular authority at the Treaty Port from which she has

cleared in accordance with the German Consular Law for the time being

applicable to such ships.
A. P. TALBOT,

Clerk of Councils.

Covuvcit CHAMBER,
Singapore, 4th August, 1885.

HoneroNe GENERAL CuampErR 0F COMMERCE,
Hoxarones, 4th September, 1885.

Sir,—I have the honour to address you, by desire of the Committee
of this Chamber, with reference to an Order by His Excellency the Officer
Administering the Government of the Straits Settlements in Council under
the Passenger Ships Ordinance, 1874, published in Simgapore on the 4th
ultimo, the provisions of which are as follows:—

1. Ships of whatever nationality arriving at any port of the Colony
from Hongkong, and British ships arriving at any port of the
Colony from any port or place to which the legislation of the
legislature of Hongkong under the « Chinese Passenger Act,
1855, for the time being extends, may bring deck passengers in
such number as may, in each particular case, be allowed by any

certificate or licence issued by the proper officer under such legis-

lative authority. «

9. Any German ship arriving at any port of the Colony from any
of the Treaty Ports in China may bring deck passengers in such
aumber as may be allowed and prescribed by any certificate or
licence issued by the proper German Consular Authority at the
Treaty Port from which she has cleared in accordance with the
German Consular Law for the time being applicable to such ships.

Tt is with considerable surprise, and with feelings of the deepest

at the Committee of this Chamber have read this Notification,

regret th
direct instructions received

which, it would appear, has been issued under
from the Colonial Office; for, as far as the Committee 1s aware, 10 diseus-
sion took place upon the subject in the Legislative Council at Singapore,
where, had such an jmportant alteration of the existing regulations been
submitted for consideration the whole question would undoubtedly have
been thoroughly discussed; the advantages conferred upon vessels of

German nationality, to the detriment of British vessels together with
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those of all other countries, would have been strenuously opposed, and the
‘Order in Council above referred to would never have been.passed : B
: You, Sir, will be aware of the large, valuable and increasir.lg Native
Passengers traffic that exists between the open Treaty Ports of Swatow
and Amoy, and the Straits Settlements, This trade has for some time past
been carried on by vessels chiefly under the British and German ﬂi rg
Recently, however, it was discovered that a decided preference was sh;*%v .
N by the native charterers for those vessels which bear the German flag; thI;
reason being that these vessels cleared from China under the more fig;:rour
able conditions of the Regulations of the German Government whicl;
control their passenger traffic in these waters, while British vessels were
zngnfg ?i;)‘bzizrzg 4‘3}..19 Regulations of the Chinese Passenger Act, 1855.

The attention of the authorities at Singapore was called to the matter
and they, presumably with a view to earrying oub an equitable regula.tim;
of this traffic, thenceforward compelled all vessels of whatever nationalit
%ﬁatryiag Chinese Passengers that entered the Port, to comply with thye
local regulations framed under the Passenger Ships Ordinance, 1874.

Under these local regulations several vessels, both British and German
.,-,Eg,re ﬁned for carrying passengers in excess of the numbers allowed b ,
1 {,hem, British vessels, which had strictly complied with the directions 05;

{»,he Passenger Act, 1855, being thus subjected to the injustice of a fine
d j_;a_mfx\_ an Tmperial Act being thus practically annulled and overridden b th;
~ provisions of an Ordinance of the Legislature of the Straits Settlemenis
Under these circumstances, representations on the subject were mz;de
he .CCEI{_}I'Iia.l Government here by this Chamber, and shortly afterwards
_ez{)r‘der in Council at Singapore, above set out, was published.
] i’I‘_l?e German Government, the Committee ‘is informed, have taken
: n in this matter, and have obtained coneessions which have placed their
mrga'ntile Marine in a position of most distinct advantage, vis-a-vis
. and all other shipping; and the exercise of a special I:N; has been
itted to another mation in a British Colony to the detriment of Her

k.

tyds subjects, who are debarred from sharing the privileges thus
- For ﬂ;e TR of illustrating in the clearest manner the actual
.- _0. the trade under German in contrast with British regulations,

&tzft‘tee have sclected two German vessels, now trading in these
5, which present a fair type of stoamers engaged in the traffic.
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The result is as follows:— Phe difference between the German and British rules for measurement

o S is first, that the regulations of the former Government allow Weather
% j%”us 5 %‘é’, 88 ‘Deck Passengers throughout the year, while under British rules they are
S ﬁ‘s 2 Hai ) ‘only permitted to be carried between the 16th October, and the 31st May;

ST 2 =2 secondly, the German rules allow one Deck Passenger for every twelve feet

g%g“&‘ % % §“ superficial of deck space, while British rules pérmit one for every sixteen

:: : _ feet; superficial of deck space.

DI En !f‘; E- 1 These facts show so conclusively the great disadvantage under which

g% ??:Hq: c; E British shipping is placed by these new Regulations of the Government of

gfi 4 % = 2 ‘the Straits Settlements in favour of vessels under the German flag, that

=g % % further comment would seem unnecessary, and the Committee of this

T T s 2 Chamber cannot urge too strongly the necessity for their immediate with-
éé gﬁg 5| S "% drawal.

; e —-f:——o—— The Committee would, also, respectfully suggest that, in order to d
% é gnl%-% %’ E“ render the evil effects wrought by the new regulations of as short a duration
% mEeg | & & as possible, instructions be at the earliest opportunity forwarded, by telegraph,
l%" sdupjooN| © ° the authorities at Singapore, cancelling, or, at least suspendlng, uuntil

" % ﬁ full consideration has been given to this subject, the recent regulatwnb.

G :"322%2 S Considering the enormous disadvantages under which British shipping ' '
2 Oﬂd o ' Jabonrs, having regard to the fact that British vessels receive no assistance

E EE g5 '-3 ‘i: imilar to the subsidies and bounties which are granted by foreign nations

gl £ s | & & their Mercantile Marine, it is obvious that a gratuitoustax to the extent
;% o =e o 8 per cent. or 9 per cent. on capital value, & handsome return in these

f shipping depression, must have the mosh disastrous effects in its
eration upon British vessels engaged in this special traffic.—T have, &c.,
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ernment of the Straits Scttlements, and to the Chinese Passenger Laws,
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forward the same by the outgoing mail.—I have,
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Excellency the Governor will be good enovg
&e.,

Pu. RYRIE, Vice- Chairman.
Acting Colonial Secretary.

and to roguest that His li to

The Honourable F. SreEwART, LL.D.;

p—

HoxgkoNG GENERAL Ciamper OF COMMERCE, =
HoxeroxG, 9th September, 1885,

your information, copy of a letter

ncipal Secretary of State for
Excellency

T have the honour to enclose for
Chamber to Her Majesty’s Bri
ence to a recent Order in Council of His
£ the Straits Settlements, and to

SIR,
addreszed by this
the Clolonies with refer

the Officer Administering the Governmént 0
s.—1 have, &c.,

the Chinese Passenger Law
Pu. RYRIE, Vice-Chairman..

N. R. 0'Conor, Esquire,

Her Majesty's Chargé d' A ffaires, PERING.

PR

& Hoxckoxe GexpraL CIAMBER OF COMMERCE,
HoxaxoxG, 9th September, 1885.

Dear Sir,—1I am desired by the Committee of this Chamber to trans-
for the information of the Singapore General Chamber of
dressed by this Chamber to Her Majesty’s
Principal Secretary of State for the Colomies, with veference to a recent
Order in Council of His Tucellency the Officer Administering the Govern-
ment of the Straits Settlements and to the Chinese Passenger Laws.—1

mit to you,
Commerce, copy of a letter ad

am, &c.,
1. M. BAILY, Secretary.

e GENErRAL CHAMBER OF CoMMERCE.

The Seeretary, SINGAPO
MERCE.

The Seeretary, AMoY GENERAL Cuayser oF Cox
The Secretary, FOOCHOW GENErAL CHAMBER OF COMMERCE.

LongKONG GENERAL (IIAMBER OF COMMERCE,
HoxGEONG, 11th September, 1885.

e honour to enclose copy of a letter addressed by

grr,—I have th
ry of State for the Colo-

this Chamber to Her Majesty’s Principal Secreta
nies with reference to a rece
Officer Administering the Government o
{he Chincse Passenger Laws.—

f the Straits Settlements, and t0

ot Order in Council of His Excellency the
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4 The ‘Committee earnestly trust that they may meet with the cordial
¢o-operation of the Tiondon Chamber of Commerce in support of the views
' ._.e'xpres;ed in their letter to the Secretary of State on this subject, which
s one of paramount importance to British Shippi i
hipping Interest
ﬂtera.fI i ping ests in these
i Pu. RYRIE, Vice-Chairman.

T President, Loxpoy CHAMNBER OF COMMERCE

- e CoroNIAL SECRETARY'S OFFICE,

- No. 1260. Hoxarone, 11th September, 1885

3 Str,—I am directed by Governor Sir G. Bowex to acknowledge f;he-
; eceipt of your lefter covering a letter addressed by the Ohamljer of
~ Commerce to the Secretary of State for the Colonies on the 4th instant
His Excellency entirely agrees with the views of the Chamber on 'the
tant subject in question, and has strongly recommended them to
ourable consideration by the outgoing mail.—TI have, &ec.,
FREDERICK STEWART, Acting Colonial Searetary
'-E_,ojnourable P. Ryrig, ' .
Vice-Chairman, HoNnekoNe GENERAL CHAMBER oF COMMERCE.

CuamBer OoF CoMMERCE,

. SINGAPORE, 7ih September, 1885,
Sie,—1 beg to forward for your information copy of an Order in

in .E.ereceptly issued by the Straits Government relative to the importa-

passengers from places beyond this Colony.

.'u.z-,w-.ill'notice that British and German vessels arriving from the

.' orts of China are put on a different footing thereby; and no

: seems to have been taken. that the distinction will not operate to

ntage of the former.

mater is likely to prove of serious importance to the'numerous

. steamers engaged in the Chinese coolie trade and this Chamber

dress a remonstrance to the Straits Government as soon as it;-

affected by the new rule.

) erefore to ask the favour of your kindly forwarding to me any

?s:n: r.emrns.wfhmh may be in your possession or which you may
obtain, showing the difference in ships’ measurement allowed by

sion of full information as to how British and German vessels

=
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the German Consular Authorities at Swatow, Amoy and the other China
as against these sanctioned by our own Consular Officers. I have

ports,
nformation you can give bearing on the subject,

only to add that for any i
this Chamber will be much obliged.—I am, &e.,
ALEX. GENTLE, Secretary-

The Secretary, CHAMBER OF CoMMERCE, HONGEONG.

CuamBER OF COMMERCE,
SINGAPORE, 29th September, 1885.

ure in owing receipt of your letter of’

" Desr Sir,—I have much pleas
9th instant, transmitting two copies of a letter recently addressed by your
£ State for the Colonies, on the sub-

Chamber to Her Majesty’s Secretary o
i1 of date 4th August, issued by the.

ject of the recent Order in Counc
Covernor of the Straits Settlements by order of the Home Government.
es precisely the information

The able letter from your Chamber suppl
7th inst., and this Chamber

 asked for in my letter addressed to you on the
arding a copy of it to the Straits Government. I

has lost no time in forw
orrespondence which has,

now forward for your information col_Jies of the ¢

ensued.—I am, &c.,

ALEX. GENTLE, Secretory.

The Secretary, GENERAL CnaMBER OF COMMERCE, HoNGEONG..

Cuamper oF COMMERCE,
v SINGAPORE, 22nd September, 1885.
Srr,—I have the honour by direction of the Chamber of Commerce,
respectfully to beg the attention of the Government to the working of the

cil of date 4th August, 1835, regarding ships engaged

recent Order in Coun:
in the Passenger Trade between Hongkong or the Treaty Ports of China,

and this Colony, and to forward for the information of the Government,
copy of a letter of remonstrance on the subject, addressed by the Hongkong

Chamber of Commerce to. the Secretary of State for the Colonies.
When the Order in question was published, this Chamber viewed it

with anxiety and distrust, but, believing that it emanated from the Colonial
jonal arrangement

Office and thinking 1t unlikely that such an internat
would be concluded, by the British Government, without its full scope and

effect being foreseen and a,ppreciated,-»resolved to make sure of the facts

before addressing the Government on the subject.

(Copy.)
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The letter which I have now the honour to enlose, and which has
anticipated the inquiries of this Chamber, supplies exactly the information
that was wanted and fully confirms the fear of this Chamber, that the
offect of the Order in Council is to place vessels under the Germ;.n flag at
anba.dva:ntaf: over our own ships in our own Colonies and actually to give
a bounty of from 8 to 10 per ¢ i i i
g cOOIyire di per cent. to vessels of ti-xa.t nationality engaged in
1 \ The letter from the Hongkong Chamber of Commerce places the
L gr:eva.nce in 8o clear a light that further elucidation seems superfluous ;
and it only remains for this Chamber to indorse the earnest remonstl;a.nc;
and protest which that letter contains and to appeal to His Excellency the
Officer Administering the Government to do what he can to abate the
1 ;ganifest injustice if not by revoking or suspending the obnoxious order:

~ a least by laying the whole facts before Her Majesty’s Grovernment, wiﬂ;
a yiew to procure an equitable settlement with as little delay as possible
gither by inducing the German Government to conform its seale of passen:
ger 1jcences to ours, or by extending our Consular and Colonial Scale to
‘the German limit, which if a safe and humane one under a’foreign flag
‘must be equally so for our own ships.—TI have, &c., ,

ALEX. GENTLE, Secrelary.

The Honourable TeE CoLoNIAL SECRETARY, Strails Seftlements.

it s e,

b (loLONIAL SECRETARY'S OFFICE,
{ Copy.) SINGAPORE, 25th September, 1885.

& Sir,—I am directed by the Acting Governor to acknowledge the receipt
?_ff;gour letter of the 22nd instant, with regard to the working of the Order
;n}Ceuncﬂ of the 4th August, with regard to the Passenger Trade between
;Ig_r;xjgkong and Treaty Ports of China and the Straits Settlements, and
4 ‘@ﬁl‘o‘ﬁing a printed copy of a letter from the Hongkong Chamber {:o the
- Secretary of State upon the same subject.

5 2 In .reply 1 am directed to state that His Excellency prior to the

: ?ﬁ%ﬂ_;—of your letter, had some time back taken the first opportunity of
wmg the attention of Her Majesty’s Government to the same objection
h has been now urged by the Chambers of Commerce here and in
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9. T am to add that His Excellency will forward your letter by the
mail $o the Secretary of State with an intimation that the subject

outgoing
e.—1I have, &c.,

is one of great and pressing importanc
A. M. SKINNER, Acting Colonial Secretary.

The Secretary to the CHAMBEER OF COMMERCE, Singapore.

CuaMBeER OF COMMERCE,
SINGAPORE, 28tk September, 1885.

Str,—1I have the honour to own receipt of your letter of date 25th
instant, Misc. 7905 of 1885 and to thank you for the prompt attention which
has been given to the subject of the unequal operation of the recent Order
in Couneil in regard to British and German vessels engaged in the China

{Copy-)

coolie trade.

Referring again to the let
a copy of which T had the h
able to instance a case in point,
of by British ships.

The British steamer Harter arrive
where she was allowed to ship only 579 passengers.
state, that if under German colours she could have brought 850.—1I have, &c.,

ALEX. GENTLE, Secretary.

rY, Straits Settloments.

ter of the Hongkong Chamber of Commerce,
onour to forward to you recently, I am now
which illustrates the grievance complained

d on the 26th instant from Swatow,
Her Agents in China

The Honourable THE CoLONIAL SECRETA

e

Axoy GENerAL CHAMBER OF COMMERCE,

Aoy, 24th September, 1885.
edge receipt of your despatch of the 9th inst.,
etter addressed by your Chamber to Herx
State for the Colonies, with reference to
Excellency the Officer Administering the

S1r,—1 have to acknowl
handing this Chamber copy of a 1
Majesty’s Principal Secretary of
a recent Order in Couneil of His
Government of the Straits Settlements and to
for which this Chamber begs to thank you.—I am, &e.,

ROBERT H. BRUCE, Vice-Chairman,

The Secretary, HoNGEONG GENERAL CaAMBER OF COMMERCE.

the Chinese Passengers Laws,
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| CoLONTAL SECRETARY'S OFFICE,
No. 178. _ Hoxe10NG, 30th January, 1886.

Sir,—Adverting to my letter No. 1098 ofithe 14th August, and to
previous correspondence, I am directed by His Excellency the Officer
Administering the Government to transmit to you the annexed copy of &
further Order in Council issued by the Government of the Straits Settlements,
which supersedes the former order, dated the 4th August, 1885, and assimi-
lates the Emigration Laws of that Colony to those of Hongkong.—1I have, &ec.,

FREDERICK STEWART, Acting Colonial Secretary.

The Honourable W. KESWICK, Chairman,
" Honcroxe GrenNeraL CHAMBER OF COMMERCE.

ORDER
BY
HIS EXCELLENCY THE GOVERNOR IN COUXNCIL,
 UNDER

The Passenger Ships Ordinance, 1874,

Whereas it is expedient to make provision for the carriage of deck
passengers to and from places without the limits of the Straits of Malacea :

Now it is hereby Ordered by His Excellency the Governor of the
Straits Settlements, by and with the advice of the Executive Council thereof,

~ under the powers in that behalf given by Section 10 of “ The Passenger
L s r - - -
b §h1ps Ordinance, 1874, as follows :—

R 1. The Order in Council made under the gaid Ordinance on the 4th day
_of August, 1885, is hereby cancelled.
5 2. Ships of whatever nationality arriving between the 20th day of
ctober and the 5th day of June both inclusive atany port of the Colony
m Hongkong, and British Ships arriving during such period as aforesaid
: port of the Colony from any port or place to which the legislation of
legislature of Hongkong under ““The Chinese Passenger Act, 1855, for
Im.a. being extends, may bring deck passengers in such number as may
articular case, be allowed by any certificate or license issued by the

o1 officer under such legislative anthority.




4. Ships arriving duri

mentioned

and not being British Shipsmay brin

would be allowed if such ships

port or place as in the last prec

provided always that every such
fhicient for the protection of the deck passen-:

suitable awning and screens Si

g

4. No ship ariving between the

October both inclusive at any port o
o as in this Order is mentioned or referre

plac
cumstances be allowed to bring

5. This Order in Council shall have e

February, 1886.

CoUNCIL CHAMBER,
Singapore, 11¢th January, 188

ng the period in the 1
at any port of the Colony from any of the

ers from the sun and from rain.
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ast preceeding clause
Treaty Ports in China
g deck passengers in such number a8
were British Ships arriving from any snch
eding clause is mentioned or referred to,
ship shall be furnished on deck with a

6th day of June and the 19th day of
£ the Colony from any guch port or
d to shall under any cir-

deck passengers.
ffoct from the 15th day of

A. P. TALBOT,
Clerk of Councils.

6.

« Entrance Tamsui” ha

We beg that port may be opened.

To British Minister, Peking.

Yamén state telegraphi
at all ports immediately.

Chairmon, CHAMBER OF C

G.

TELEGRADL
~ 93pd June, 1885.

rbour blocked. Steamers forbidden to enter.

- RYRIE.

TELEGRAM.
9Ath June, 1885.

o orders issued to clear obstructions navigation

" 0’CONOR.
OMMERCE, HONGEONG.
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. CoOLONTAL SECRETARY'S OFFICE,
0,
3 % Hoxerong, 15¢h Jul
- . ' : 1y, 1885.

. Sir,—I am directed by His Excellency the Officer Administ;ring the
Go;ern;iuent to transmit to you the enclosed letter to your address, received
under flying seal, from Her Britannic Majesty’ ' Affai
e e jesty’s Chargé d’Affaires ab

FREDERICK STEWART, Actin i !
Col
The Honourable P. Ryrig, ’ AN
Vice- Chairman, HoNeRONG GENERAL CHAMBER OF COMMERCE

PEKING, 25th Ji

] Sm‘,-—l'. beg to acknowledge the receipt of your telegr;mu:: ’tltzsj?; d
instant informing me that the entrance of the Tamsui Harbour was blo krél
?;n,il'thﬂ:t steamers were forbidden to enter; and requesting me on beh ff :
B the C.hamber to obtain the opening of the Port. i
5 In reply I have to state that some days before the receipt of
: ~ telegram, I had pointed out to the Chinese Government the nelj:e s'tyou;
A :Tr?mqving all obstructions to navigation at the Treaty Port nov: ::]f to
‘El!}%é'a.ty of Peace had been concluded between France and Cl%ina I& :
:i-fiirrit.‘ormedﬂ, however, that the evacuation of Formosa by the Frent;h W?;.
(’ﬁaj,vg to be completed before full freedom of navigation could be res::(r)i'ud

the only modification of this decision I could obtain was aprom? '
gt,?e}egraphic orders should be sent to the various authorities cOncern:;a
ke m.mh preparations for the removal of the obstacles at the entra,nce:
1}6" .VBI'J.DL:IS ports as would enable them to be opened at short notice
On ?ecelpt of your telegram which arrived almost simultaneousl ;vith
?o’ the same effect from the Chamber of Commerce at Amoy Iya ain
Vhed“to t%l& Yamén, and was then informed that the evacu’atiof of
__asr-hav.mg been completed on the 21Ist of June, a Decree was issued
the 2:3rd instant, ordering the immediate removal of obstructions at all
rts. Orders in this sense had accordingly been circulated by tele-

T therefore sent you on the eveni

vening of the 24th i i
gn i g o 24th instant a telegram in
Zigmég sta.teaf telegraphic orders issued to clear obstructions to navi-
at all ports immediately,”—1I have, &c.,

N ’. s, N' R. O’
Honourable P. Ryrir, CONOR.
Vice-Chairman, CHAMBER oF CoMMERCE, HoNGEONG.




[42]
Honaxona, 1dth August, 1885.

Sir,—We beg to request that you will direct the attention of the
Committee of the Chamber of Commerce to the serious injury which con-
tinues to be inflicted upon Shipping, by the delay which has oceurred in
the removal of the obstructions which were placed in the Canton River
during the recent Franco-Chinese Ewmbroglio. You are aware that owing
to the existence of these obstructions, Coast steamers, instead of being able
to proceed to the accustomed anchorage off Shameen, have to remain ab
W hampoa, causing an extra delay of two days and sometimes more each
trip, in addition to which much risk and expense is incurred in transporting
cargo from Whampoa to Canton. This was markedly experienced during

the recent floods.
The Chamber of Commerce ab Foochow lately moved energetically

with reference to the obstructions in the River Min, and we learn with
pleasure that both there and at Woosung all hindrances to customary
navigation have been removed. We are not aware of any reason Why the
port of Canton ghould be in a less gatisfactory position than those above

t the Chamber may promptly take such steps as

named, and we trust tha
al of all obstacles to free access

may be needful, to ensure immediate remov

to the usual anchorage at Canton.
We further beg to draw the atten
injury which we gather from the Local N

posed upon British Steamers trading hetwe
the Straits Settlements. That privileges should be accorded, in the waters

of an English Colony, to steamers of other nationalities, denied to those

under the British flag, seems to us such a fla
your Chamber will abt once make such representations, as will render

inoperative, legislation which would place British ships under disability

vis-a-vis other flags.—We are, &e.,

tion of the Chamber to the grave
ewspapers is intended to be im-

JARDINE, MATHESON & Co.

H, M. Bamy, Esq.,

Secretary, HONGEONG GENERAL CHAMEER OF COMMERCE.

TELEGRAM
15th August, 1885.
To British Minister, Peking.

Obstructions Canton River cauging serious loss shipping. Chamber
authoritics oxcrcise greater oxpedition their removal.

requests Minister urge
CHAMBER COMMERCE.

en the open Ports of China and -

grant injustice that we hope
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IHoxcronG GENERAL CrAMerR or COMMERCE
A2 . o ’
Honcxong, 18tk Au
6 ¢, 1885
GrNTL — } i .
i EMF:N, I beg to acknowledge receipt of your letter of the 14th
instant, requesting me to direct the attention of my Committee to the seri
e e - serious
¢ j é’ inflicted upon Shipping by the delay in the removal of obstructions in
he Canton river; and, also, calli i :
. ing attention to the grave inj ich i
% : : ' jury which is
.;g_p.:rer}ﬂc}; to be imposed upon British Steamers trading between the open
kS r S > E o
too 9 hina and the Straits Settlements, by the accordance of privileges
ste}ajners of other nationalities denied to those under the British flag X
1 tMout" letter received the careful consideration of the Committee.' at its
.:-Iz:sk' eeting on the 15th instant. Her Britannic Majesty’s representative at
. e ing has been communicated with both by telegram and by letter, with
e (s -3 ! 3 . a
\I:ew to securing the immediate removal of the obstructions in the’Cant
iver, icati v
f t;, a.gdl a communication to Her Majesty’s Principal Secretary of State
for the Colonies on the subject referred to in tf
: o in the second portion of you
: . r lette
will be despatched by an early opportunity.—I have, &c s ;
84 Y

. H. M. BAILY, Sécreta :
- ] - ri.
Messes. Jarping, Marneson & Co., HoNGRONG i 3

HoneronG GENERAL CoaMBER oF COMMERCE
308 2
Hoxcroxa, 18tk August, 1885.

. Str,—I have the honour to inform you that, on the 15th instant, a tel
S . ; _ ant, o
: ‘ggﬁm in the following words was addressed to you by this Chamber

¢ Obstructt y . ¥
. Obstructions Canton river causing serious loss shipping—Chamb

- requests Minis : i ; e L Liusl
i leter urge authorities exercise greater expedition their r

- —Chamber Commerce. emoval.

.v v
The Committee of this Chamber having learned with satisfaction fi
; 'om

le .
etter of 25th June last, that telegraphic instructions had been issued

it 1 Cl . a, . . . . A
e 11nese A“thol 1f1es Oldellng the llﬂﬂledlate relnoiﬂl ()f Obﬁtl uctions

all the Treaty Ports, understood that immediate compliance with tl
> : i 108¢
s would be shown by the authorities at the port of Canton

~ Tam reque
. t,:% Ejltc:ﬁ, however, by the Committee, to state that serious loss
U © o s los
- lm icted upon shipping by the delay in the removal of the
ms in the Canton River, no attempt having been made, as far as th
LIl ¥ as the
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Committee is aware, lo remove the harriers which were
at Whampoa during the recent hostilities between France and China.

Gireat inconvenience is experienced by the inability of steamers to pro-

ceed beyond Whampoa, considerable expense being necessarily incurred in
o in boats between that place and Canton, and serious loss

formed in the river

conveying carg
occasioned to the steamers by the consequent delay.

Under these circumstances, I am desired by the Committee to request
to the Imperial Government as
i to obtain the restoration of the
that the work be earried on with
which, in the interests of

that you would make such representations
may secure the necessary steps being take
river to its former condition, and to ensure
greater expedition than has been hitherto displayed,
foreign shipping and of the port itself is earnestly to be desired.—T have, &ec.,
Pu. RYRIE, Vice-Chairman.

N. R. O’Coxor, Esq.,
Her Majesty's Chargé &’ Affaires, PEEING.

CoLONIAL SECRETARY'S OFFICE,
HoxcroNG, Tth September, 1885.

Srr,—I am directed by His Excellency the Governor to transmit to
you the annexed copy of a letter from Her Britannic Majesty’s Chargé
' Affaires at Peking on the subject of the removal of the obstructions to

navigation in the Canton River.—I have, &c.,
FREDERICK STEWART, Acting Colonial Secretary.

No. 1240. .

The Honourable W. KESWICE,
Chairman, HoNGKONG GENERAL CuaMBER OF COMMERCE.

I B. M.s Chargé &' Affaires, Pehing, to the Governor of .Hozigkoné.

No. 195.
PexiNGg, 20tk Auwugust, 1885,

S1g,—1I have the honor to inform your Excellency that having recently
received o telegram from the Chamber of Commerce at Hongkong com-
plaining that the obstructions to navigation in the Canton River were
causing serious loss to shipping, and requesting me to urge the Chinese
Government to cause expedition to be oxercised in their removal, I at once
brought the matter to the notice of the Prince and Ministers of the Tsungli

Yoamén,

[45]

I am now informed by His Highness and Their Excellencies that the
had already written to the Governor Gteneral at Canton calling upon hiri
to consider the arrangements to be made for removing the obstiuetions
complained of, but that they would again request His Excellency in ex
plicit terms to act in this matter with expedition. ; ;

.I venture to ask your Excellency to cauge this information to be com«
municated to the Chamber of Commerce.—I have, &e.,

N. R. O'CONOR.

His Excellency Sir Georee Bowen, G.C.M.G.,
Governor of Hongkong,
&c., &c., &e.

sl

PROPOSED CONGRESS OF THE CHAMBERS OF COMMERICE
OF THE EMPIRE.—1886.

LoxpoN CHAMBER oF COMMERCE,
. B4-85, King William Street,

Loxoon, E.C., 16tk June, 1885,
3 Sir,—I am desired, on behalf of the Council of the London Chamber of
. .F}f):?lmgrce, ta enquire whether your Chamber will be disposed to participate
in & Congress or Conference of the whole of the Chambers of Commerce or

: .Mercantilq Associations of the British Empire; to be held in London, probabl
iil July, 1886—in conjunction with the Indian and Colonial Exhibit’ion whiclyl
is hging organised for that year. I need hardly state that this idea of a
‘:g'reas is not founded upon any preconceived basis, other than bringing
iﬁ)gﬁt:hel‘- for the first time, not only the Mercantile Associations of the entire
b .}}mp_xr_e, but also the leading men representing those particular associations,

X fmt:za view of facilitating a more intimate intercourse between those who
_pr.oljab-iy be called upon to promote the solution of questions of public

Perlal'lnterest which will arise within the next few years.

In order that there may be no misapprehension as to the economies of

__O?fad Conference, it is thought preferable (subject to general approval)

uestions of tariffs or duties should not be discussed.

Tl;:s Chamber is not desirous, at this juncture, of laying down any
cular programme for the proposed Congress, but it thinks that the
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bost means of arranging 4 progmmmé of questions to be considered by INVITATION TO DULY AUTHORISED REPRESENTATIVES
representatives attending it would be by asking each Chamber disposed to { OF :BRITISII AND FOREIGN CHAMBERS OF COMMERCE
take part, to suggest (in their reply to thig circalar) the topics which they TO MELETINGS OF THE LONDON CHAMBER.

sither consider to be of the greatest public interest or of the greatest import- : w :

ance to the DBritigh mereantile community. Amongst these questions will
probably be found Tmperial Federation, Emigmtién, the desirability of the
Colonies joining the International Postal Union (or even in 2 British Postal
Union of a much closer character), State Guarantes of War Risks, the Codi-
foation of Commercial Law, Dills of Lading Reform, advantages of the
Metric System of weights, measures and currency, Railway Development,

Means of Communication, and the opening up of new markets for goods.
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Lonpoy Cuanper or COMMERCE,
84-85, King William Street,
Loxpow, E.C., June, 1853.

Sig,—The London Chamber of Commerce, desirous of entering into
Jirect relations with similar Associations throughout the World, has passed &
Rc:cr-olutwu in favour of admitting to its Meetings, duly authorised Represen-
tatives of Chambors of Commerce of @ll Nutionalities, who may be present
e e -t unbrammellod and broadest - in London, and may intimatc their desiro to attend the Mectings of the Council
: of this Chamber, which are held on the second Thursday of cach month

(except August and September), at 4 p.m.
I heg, therefore, that you will Kindly inform the Officers and Members
of the Council of your Chamber, that any gentleman nominated Represen-

form—is sufficiently supported to ensare the meeting being both influential
and representative, it is intended ou receipt of the necessary adhesions, to
form a Committee of Organisation in London, composed of the Colonial 3
Agents-General, and of one commercial representative resident in London, R

nominated by each Chamber of Commerce OF Commercial Association taking ] tative of your Association, and furnished with & letter signed by one of its
part in the Congress. This Committee will select a programme-of questions
from those suggested by the Chambers or Associations themselves, as ahove

requested, and will draw up the regulations under which the business of the

‘Officers confirming the nomination, will possess the right of atterding any of

the Council or other Meetings of this Chamber which may oceur during his

presence in the Metropolis.

Congress will be ¢ ondueted Trusting that this arrangement may, a8 occasion offers, be a means of

It is confidently believed, in the United Kingdom, that if some such

meeting as that which we have, intentionally, projeeted on broad lines—in

‘ order that its ultimate composition may be more that of the participating
' parties than of the London Chamber of Commerce—(which desires to be
. recognised simply as the originator of the suggestion)-—could be carried out
[ in the same friendly and serious spirit with which it is proposed, it may lead
to effects upon the inter-colonial trade of this Empire, the importance of

~ hringing our respeetive Associations into closer and more regular communi-

eation,—1I am, &c.

KENRIC B, MURRAY, Secretary. }
The Secretary, HONGRONG CraMBER OF COMMERCE.

HoxckoNG GENERAL CHAMBER OF COMMERCE,
HoNgkoNG, 28th December, 1885,
Sir,—In reply to the invitation of the Council of the London Chamber

which cannot be over-estimated.

Trusting your Chamber will give this proposal its serious, and favourable " of Commerce, embodied in your ltter of the 16th July last, I am dirccted by
- .

jl}iy\'CDmmittee to state that this Chamber will be glad to take part in the

il || consideration, and awaiting your reply,—1I am, &e.

i KENRIC B. MURRAY, Secretary.

“gri}posed Congress of Chambers of Commerce or Mercantile Associations of

~_.%ﬁ¥i§’B.riti‘s’h Empire, to be held in London in 1886 in conjunction with the

P.8.—Chambers or Associations intending to take part in the Congress

an and Colonial Exhibition now being organised for that year, and to

are requested to nominate their representative in London on the Committee
rm you that the Honourable W. KrswiCk, M.L.C., Chairman of this

of Organisation without delay. N
! ?@ﬁﬂmhél‘, has been unanimously elected to reprosent this Chamber at the

ﬁ{mg TCEE.

The Secretary, ITITONGEONG CaameER oF COMMERCE.
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My, Kuswick has also been nominated Representative of this Chamber
{0 attend the Council or other Mectings of the London Chamber of Commeree,
in accordance with the invitation enclosed in your letter of the above date.—

I am, &c.,
H. M. BAILY, Secrctary.

The Secretary, LoxpoN CHOAMBER OF COMMERCE.

Jlg
POLICE NOTIFICATION.
The Applications for Pormission to ship or land cargo at night having
recently become unusually numerous the undersigned will be prepared to
receive before the lst July 1885, on the one side any statement in writing

setting forth the supposed necessity of this work being done at night, or on
the other side any objeetions to this course from Insurance Companies, Officers

of Ships, or other parties interested.
Full frecdom of action is reserved on the part of the Government.

W. M. DEANE, Capt. Supt. of Police.

CenTrRAL Porice OFFICE, 25¢h June, 1885.

e et

( Circular.) ; CEeNTRAL PoLicE BARRACKS,
HoNGKONG, 30tk June, 1885,

Drar Sir,—As in answer to the advertisement that has recently
appeared in the newspapers concerning the landing and taking off cargo at
night, no letter has been received in favour of such a course, T must during
the present season hold that the objections against that course, viz., the
noise, the increased chance of theft, and the injustice done to the officers
of steamers by keeping them up all night, and thereby tending to diminish
the chance of the safe navigation of the vessel, must be considered,

T do not, therefore, for the present propose to grant general permits ;

but applications with regard to any gpecial steamer on any special date

will, if addressed to the Tnspector on Duty ab the Central Police Station,

be duly attended to.—Yours faithfully,
: W. M. DEANE, Capt. Supt. of Police.

[ 4]

HongxoNG GENERAL CHAMBER OF COMMERCE,
Hoxexoxa, 146k July, 1883.

Sie,—I have the honowr to call to your atteution au advertisement
which appeared in the local newspapers on the 25th ultimo and subsequent
dates, aud, also, to a Civeular letter dated 30th idem, both issued by the
Captain Superintendent of Police in this Colony, copies of which I enclose,
for the information of His Excellency the Administrator. I am desired to
state that the Committee of this Chamber would be glad to be informed
whether the Advertisement and Circular letter above referred to have been
authorized by the Grovernment, as no intimation of this is given by the docu-
onts themselves ; and to mention that it appears to the Committee that the
action of the Captain Superintendent of Police has been unauthorized and
irregular.

The Committce would respectfully submit that the Captain Superin-
tendent of Police has no power fo impose any such regulation as he has
notified upon the trade of this Colony, and would most earnestly deprecate
any interference with the freedom of this Port by such Restrictions.

The Committee would suggest, moreover, that in matbters of such im-
Pa_r_tmlce to the Mereantile Community, it would be conducive to counvenicnce
1'.:57(_31'0 reference made to this Chamber, before any definite course of action is
decided upon.—1 have, &e., *

W. KESWICK, Chairman,
The Honourable F. Stewart, LL.D., Acting Colonial Sccretary.

(OLONIAL SECRETARY'S OFFICE,

- No. 906. Honcxoxa, 18th July, 1885,

Sig,~In reply to your letter of the 14th instant, T am directed by His

' ‘Esxcellency the Officer Administering the Governwent, to inform you that
‘the Captain Superintendent of Police has been instructed to the effect that

no permits for landing or shipping cargo should be hereafter required.—I

 lave, &c.,

FREDERICK STEWART, Acting Colonial Seoretary.

pnourable, W. Keswick,
Chairman, GENERAL CuAMBER OF COMMERCE, HONGKONG.
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= 1oxGEONG GENERAL CHAMBER OF COMMERCE,
HoxeKONG, 5th August, 1885,

Sir,—It has come to the knowledge of this Chamber, that a new system
of collecting fees for Permits for the discharging of vessels at night has re-
cently been innugurated by the Imperial Chinese Customs Authorities at the
port of Canton, and that under the new regulations, Permits, whielr could
formerly be applied for and obtained at any time when they were required by
those dexirous of loading and despatching vessels at night, must now be pro-
cured before the hour of 4 rat, or hetween the hours of 10 AL, and 4 P,
irrespective of the fact that a steamship for which such Termit may be desired
may not have arrived in port, and that the Permit may eventually uot be
required.

According to the regulations, the fees, which are heavy, must be paid
previously to the issue of these Permits, and in the event of a Permit not
heing used, either on account of the non-arrival of the steamer or from any
other cause, the amount of the fee is retained by the Customs authoritics,
though the Permit h{h of necessity not been availed of by the steamship
OWILCT.

"This, in the opinion of the Committee of this Chamber, is an extremely
arbitrary and umca.sonable innovation, which calls for immediate redress.

The Committee is unaware whether this system prevails at the other
Treaty Ports, but from information indirectly received, there is reason to
believe that this is the ease; and the Committee would suggest that, under
the cireumstances, a vigorous protest should simultancously be made by the
Chambers of Commeree at all the Treaty Ports where this system is in force
¢ Britannie Majesty's Minister at Peking, ealling his attention to this

favourable intervention towards oblmnmtr it

to He
inmovation and soliciting his
reconsideration.

A stnrlar commuumatmu has been made by this Chamber to the Cham-

Lors of Commerce at the other Treaty Ports, with a view to securing, if

po_rssible, united action in this matter —T have, &c.,

Pir. RYRILE, Viee-Chairman.

The Chairman
SHANGIAT GENERAL Cravper oF COMMERCE.
Avoy GeNERAL CHAMBER OF COMMERCE.
Tooctow (rexeraL CHAMBER OF COMMERCE:
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Axoy GENERAL CroAMEBER oF COMMERCE,

| Aoy, 8th August, 1885.

E | Srr,—The Committee of this Chamber has so far, no information of
any contemplated change in the custom of granting night permits at this

port,
| If any such change as that described by your Committee be contem-
E: plated, the Committee of this Chamber willat once join in a protest to

‘H. B. M’s Minister as suggested.—T have, &e.,

The Chai ROBERT H. BRUCE, Viece-Chairimun.
he Chairman, HongRONG GENERAL CrnaupeEr or CouMMERCE.

Foocnmow GENERAL CuaMBER or COMMERCE,
Foocuow, 14ih August, 1885,

. Sir,—I have the honour to acknowledge your despatch of the 5th
‘instant having reference to a proposed new system on the part of the Im
perial Chinese Customs Authorities as regards issue and payment for s aciaI-
permits, for steamers working at night and on Sundays. A :

On the 18th ultimo, & letter bearing on this subject, was addressed t
:‘“t;_he Commisgioner of Customs by the Agents of Steamers which are in thz
x_Izlia-bit Qf calling at this port, pointing out that the privilege of granting
i“..s.pecial permits”’ at the anchorage, to work over hours had given 1'9'1:
satigfaction, and had proved of great convenience, seeing the :listanf .
are from the shipping. i o

A very courteous reply was received fro’m Mr. Hawney, the Commis-
',s}'qner of Customs, stating, that the matter had been referred to the
?[jn’"‘s‘pec}tor Gteneral, and pending receipt of his veply, he had taken th
responsibility of suspending the operation of the new rules. :

“._As the old system seemed to work quite smoothly and has not, so far
:_lﬁ_ﬁhis‘ Chamber is aware, been subject to abuse, it would seem t’haf :
Bﬂforced pa-yment, whether permits he used or not, is hoth m'bit::ary ,a;g

B Howeyer, as an answer is promised bv Mr, Haxwnew, this Chamber,
W lstt. v;xslmng in every way to co-operate with yours, would mea.nwhil;
eg to delay joining in a protest to H. B. M.’s Mi
: nister at P

_ Ifhe subject.—I have, &c., i

=

- : H. P, TENNANT, Chairman.
To the Chairman of the Cuavrer oF CodMvercE, HONGEONG
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SuaNcHAT CHAMBER OF COMMERCE,

No, 681, SaNcHAL 218t August, 1885.

S1r,—1 have the honour to acknowledge the receipt of your letter“oi
5th August with regard to the mew Regulations made by the Impmz\,
Customs in respect to permits to load and discharge v-essels out of t ]i
usual working hours and suggesting the co-operation of this Chamber th.
others, in the efforts to obtain an alteration in what cannot but be con?:.
dered o serious interference with the facilitics hitherto allowed for the
prompt despateh of vessels at this as well as the other open Ports. th

The Chamber fully concurs in the views you have .-expressed on e
subject, and I am ingtructed to say it will bring the 'questaou to hhé 'notu_e
of the proper authorities with as little delay as possible.—T have, &c.,

J. J. KESWICK, Chairman.

The Honourable Pr. RYRIE, \
Vice- Chairman, CHAMBER OF CoMMERCE, HOXGRONG.

e et

HoxeroNG GENERAL CHAMBER OF COMMERCE,
HoxeroNG, 9th September, 1885.

S1r,—I have the honour to address you, on behalf of the Committee of .
ik il :

thig Chamber, with refercnce to an innovation in the syst‘em of colleetion‘ of
fees for Permits for the discharge of vessels ont of the ordinary hours, w%u‘ch
has recently been inaugurated by the Imperial Chiufas;e Cugtoms Authorities
at the Port of Canton, and which, the Committee is informed, has been gene-
other open Treaty Ports.
= :Tt:f:: it[h{:; old .systllm, Permits could be applied for and obtained at ﬁf“y
time when they were required by those desirons of loading and d.espatchmg
vessels at night. Under the new regulations, hosvever, all Permifs must b:
applied for and obtained before the hour (?f 4 par, or betfveen the %mms 3
10 A.M., and 4 POL; irrespective of the fact that a steamship for wInc}.: S\.‘l(,.l
Permit may be desired may not bave arrived in Port, and that the Permit
t he required.
& ;‘::tfl;zg,yn:;eov@r, c!harged for those Permits, must be‘paid previously
to their issue; and in the event of a Permit not being uged, either on aceount
of the non-arrival of the steamer or from any otler cause, the. amonnt of the
- fee is retained by the Customs Authorities, though the Permit has not been

availed of by the steamship osvner.
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This, in the opinion of the Committee, is an extremely arbitrary and
unreasonable inovation, against which they desire most earnestly to protest,
and the Committec would respectfully solicic your favourable intervention
and assistance towards obtaining, if possible, a reconsideration and revision
of these new regulations by the Chinese Impevial Customs Authorities.—1
have, &e.,

Pr. RYRIE, FVice-Chairman.
N. R. O'Coxozr, Esq.,

Her Britannic Majesty’s Chargé d’ A ffaires, PERING.

Hoxeroxg GENERAL CroaMpenr oF CoOMMERCE,
9th September, 1885.
Dear Sir,—I am directed to transmit to you, for the information of
your Committee, copy of a letter addressed by this Chamber to Her Britannic
Majesty’s Chargé I’ Affaires at Peking, on the subject of the recent innova-
tion in the system of collecting fees for Permits for the dizcharge of vessels
at night at the Treaty Ports, with reference to which subjeet a letter was
receutly addressed to you by this Chamber.—I am, &e.,
H. M. BAILY, Secretary.
The Seeretary,
SHANGHAT GENERAL CHAMBER orF COMMERCE.
Axmoy Gexeran CoaMper or COMMERCE.
IFoocow GENERAL CHAMBER oF COMMERGE.

Foocrrow GENERAL Chanper oF COMMERCE,
Foocuow, 22nd September, 18835,
Sir,—I have the honour to acknowledge, and thank you, for your
~ letter of the 9th instaut, accompanied by a despatch, addressed by your

Chamber, to the Secretary of State for the Colonies, having reference to
the Chinese Passengers Laws.

- Your further communication of the 10th instant is also before me with
. copy of despateh to H. B. M.’s Charg¢ d’Affaires regarding an innovation
~ in the system of collecting fees for the use of Special Permits for the dis-
charge and loading of vessels. :

Referring to my letter of the 14th August last, in which this Chamber
clined joining in a joint protest in the matter of these permits to H. B.
’s Minister at Peking, pending receipt of a reply from the Commissioner
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i

Port, to a protest which had been sent him, signed by
1 have now the pleasure to state, that an
x to the effect, thatb it is not 1n
in regard to issue of

of Cugtoms at this
the various shipping firms,
answer has Deen received by Mr. Hanxe
contemplation to depart from “the existing practice,
these special permits.”

I beg to enclose, copy of d
Chamber.—I have, &c.,

espatch, for the information of your

. P. TENNANT, Chairman.

To the Chairman of the

‘HoxcroNG GENERAL CaupeER OF COMMERCE,

(Copy-)
Custoy IHoUSE,

Foocuow, 15th September, 1885.
(ENTLEMEN,—Referring to my Jetter of the 21st July last, in which
T informed you that I had roferred the matter of new rules relating to issue
of “Special Permits” to tlie Inspector General for his re-consideration,
and that I awaited his reply Lefore putting them in force, I now beg to
inform you that I have received his reply, torthe effect, that the Commis-
sioner of Customs at this port is anthorized to act in the matter, according
to what the circumstances of the trade of the port, would appear to call for.
No change, therefore, will be made for the present in the existing
practice in regard fo issue of these * Special Permits.”~I am, &e.,
(. HANNEN, Commissioncr of Customs.

No. T2.

To Messrs, JARDINE MATTESON & Co.,
Agents  Glen™ Line, TIndo-China S. N. Co.,

and Douglas Steam Ship Co., Foochow,
and others.

Ayoy GewEraL CIIAMDER OF (COMMERCE,
Aoy, 24th September, 1885.

. 8mr,—1I have fo acknowledg
instant, handing copy of a letter addresse
tannic Majesty’s Chargé A’Affaires at Pekin
innovation in the system of collecting
vessels at night at the Treaty Ports,

thanks.—I am, &c., \ :
ROBERT H. BRUCE, Vice-Chairman.

The Secretary, HONGKONG GENERAL CHAMBER OF COMMERCE.

e receipt of your despatch of the 19th
A by your Chamber to Her Bri-
g, on the subject of the recent
fees for permits for the discharge of
for which this Chamber begs to tender
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Pexing, 28th September, 1885,

SI‘R,—I beg to acknowledge receipt of your letter of the 9th instant
regarding a change in the system of collecting fees for Special Perni =
e _ pecial Pernits at
. The 'inconvenience and expense caused to British Shipping by th
introduction of the new regulations had already been brought to m ! i .
and I am glad to be able to inform you that si;lce then th:new rnrit;;?me’
have been altered, and those substituted ought to prove much lesson .
The matter, however, is still engaging my best attention.—I am, &c Wt

A am, &c.,

| N. R, O’CONOR.
The Honourable Pu. Rynrik,

Vice-Chuirman, HoxGRoNG CIAMBER oF COMMERCE

K.

-\' e L COLONIAL SECRETARY'S UFFICE

No, 1321, : :

_ ; Hoxaroxe, 28rd September, 1885.

; (I}R,-—-I am directed to acquaint you, for the information of the Hong-

n;).r.t.g lhgmbe!.: of Commerce, that, so far back as in a Despatch of the 21st

_.na_.y; 884, His Excellency the Governor addressed the Imperial Govern

m i3 . q

w::te:n t;xe n:nporta,tflce of opening up to commerce the neighbouring South-

western Provinees of China, and especiall | : i

g y the affluents of th 91

the Pearl, or Canton River. R
2. In that and in subsequent despatches, Sir GrorgeE Bowex further

1 z;yresaed a hope, in the interest of the Mercantile Community of Hong-

| f:n;g; that the I‘Srmsh Minister at Pelking, when conducting the negotiatiogs |
for the completion of the Chefoo Convention between England and Chit:m
3

woul i
ould be empowered to urge the Chinese Government to grant this Con-

- cession.

The Governor's representations were forwarded to the Secretary of

s o
A - .
State for Foreign Affairs; and there ensued a long correspondence hetween

ﬁn%?::;giogﬁce 'au& the B1:itish Legation at Peking, of which the sub-
Pl ume;a;ted to His E:Eeelle_ncy by the last mail from England.

) rests of English commerce in this quarter arve engaging the careful
ion of Her Majesty’s Government; fresh representations on the sub-




jeet have becn made to the Chinese Government;

to benefit the trade and general interests of this

[a6]
and My. BaBEgr, the
Chinese Secretary of the English Legation at Peking, has been sent to
he trade of the South-western Provinces.

1 times, glaa to receive representations
this and on other subjects, and to pro-
g, of all measures calculated
Colony.—1 have, &e.,

investigate and report upon t

4. The Governor will be at al
from the Chamber of Commerce on
mote the success, both at London and at Pekin

FREDERICK STEWART, Aeting Colonial Secretary.

The Chairman, ITONGEONG Ge~eraL CHAMBER OF COMMERCE,

S

HoxeroxG GESERAL CHAMBER OF COMMERCE,
HoNGRONG, 2nd October, 18835.

acknowledge receipt of your letter of the

Sig,—1I have the honour to
s Lixcellency

informing this Chamber of the action taken by Hi

23rd ultimo,
t of opening up to commerce

the Governor with regard to the important subjee

of the South-western provinees of China.

On behalf of the Committee, I beg to requ
the thanks of the Chamber to His Excellency for the action Lie has taken in
concerns the commercial interests of this Colony.
entations to His Ixeellency

est that you would convey

the matter which so nearly
The Committee will be glad to make such repres

ppear to be called for by the future development of events relative

a5 May a
to this qucstiou.-—l- have, &
Pu.” RYRIE, Viee-Chairman.

"Phe Honourable I'. STEWART, LL.D., Acting Colonial Secretary.

Grseran CHAMBER OF COMMERCE,
HoxGRONG, 28tk October, 1885.

HoNGRONG

Sir,—With reference to your letter of the 23rd ultimo relative to the

1z up to commerce of the South-western provinces of China, I
have the honour to state that the Committee of this Chamber have since
learned that Mr. Baser, Chinesc Seeretary of the Dritish Legation at
for the purpose of investigating and

as intimated in your

proposed openii

Tonquin has not proceeded gouthwards

1 the trade of the South-western provinees,

reporting upor
letter, but that he has succecdad to another appointment clsewhere,

3
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The Committee also understand that a British Commission has not, a
g E ;
ye ‘,‘been -despa.tched for the purpose of assisting in determining the hound -
of quqxlin, as was understood to be the case e
3 In connection with this subject, I am desired by the Committee to state
that, i i ‘ i
at, hs.vmg.regard to the important corsiderations which cannot fail to arise
:b:[pt:n the deliberations of the Commission in relation to the future commereial
interests of Hongkong, which will, i | 3
, in all probability, be aff
e . : . ¥, be affected by the
BS-'&-. hof those deliberations in a greater degree than those of a,ny}:)ther
. sl
: itis! bc;omm&mty in the Far East, they would venture to suggest, for the
v - - . %
;1 ourable consideration of His Excellency the Governor, that, when th
ime arrives for the despatch of such i : ;
a Commission, the Ch
e : pat ) amber should
ave the option of appointing a representative to accompany it, speciall
¥
commissioned to watch over the mercantile interests of this Col :
w olony.—I have,
Pu. RYRIE, Vice-Chai
y arrman.
The Honourable F. Szewarrt, LL.D., dcting Colonial Secretary

N'g.- 1496. CoLoNIAL SECRETARY'S OFFICE,
: Sir,—I am directed by Governor S.H;NGKONG, 29¢th October, 1885.
the receipt of your letter of the 28th insl:an :' orGE BowEN to acknowledge

2. Hi :
from the Secretary of State, which was shown t: ;ou:e?fic::} :: iﬁ::;:

:be ient t; investigate and report on the prospects of trade in the South.
~ western Provinces of China;—a subj i .
R ; ject to which (as you are alread

5 ; _ awar
:xr GE;RGE Bowey, in the interest of the Mercantile Community oi Houe)
- kong, drew the attention of Her Majesty’ i
B ajesty’s Government so far back as in

3, The Governer will enquire of Her Majesty’s Chargé d’Affaires at

Peking what arrangement will be made to supply the place of Mr, Bap
3 : ER.

4. Sir Georar Bowen believes that Mr. James Harr who was lately

it Hongl i I i
g ngkong, is a member of the Commission appointed to assist in deter.

; eg_- ::e bou:;iaries of Tonquin. His Excellency will at once recommend

e favourable consideration of the Imperial Go

it « . peria vernment and also of
harg¢é d’Affaires at Deking, the snggestion of the Chamber of Com-



B J“ I\.\H‘I;I ‘I

R{EH) |
i “‘Iu i

| rl

|

[ 5% ]

merce that it should have the option of appoin
accompany the Commission, and specially empowere
mercantile interests of this Colony.

5. T am to add that the Governor wi
merce forthwith, when he learns the resu
will always be glad to receive suggestions

ting a representative to
d to watch over the

1l acquaint the Chamber of Com-

from that body.—I have, &,
FREDERICK STEWART, Aeting Colonial Secretary.

The Honourable P. RYRIE,

Iice-Chuirman, HONGRONG GeNERAL CHAMBER OF (OMMERCE.

]

(COLONIAL SECRETAR v's OQFFICE,

‘No. 1542. TIONGKONG, 9th November, 1885.

Sir,—With reference to previous correspondence on the same subject,

1 am now directed by Governor Sir Grorer Bowex to aequaint yon, for
the information of the Chamber of (Commnierce, that His Excelloncy has
been informed, in veply to his cnquiries, that it has Leen found necessary
4o send Mr. BaBpE, to take the place of Mr. AsToN as Consul General in
1orea, The Governor, however, has been assured that nothing will be lost
by this change, and that Her Majesty’s Legation ab Peking fully recognizes
the importance of opening the Canton River to trade as soon as possible.—

I have, &c.,
FREDERICK STEWART, Acting Colonial Secretery.

Lhe Vice Chairman of the

Hoxcroxa GENERAL Cuamper 0F COMMERCE.

————

(OLONIAL SperpTARY’S OrFIceE,
TloNGEONG, 18t December, 1885.

1t of his representations; and he
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9. His Excellency has now received a reply from My, O'CoNor to th
following effect:—“With regard to the proposal, supjored b oui
: Excellency, tlmb. a British representative should be a.ppoinieg to
TR S the Mixzed Commission,Ibeg to say that both the Yunnan and
“ Kwangsi Commissions are composed solely of Chinese Officials, though
«“gome of the members are Europeans in the Chinese Maritime ,Serv'ct:a-
“and that they started from Canton some weeks ago, Even if this v: r;
“not so, I question very much whether your Excellency’s proposal woil’d
“have been acceptable to the Chinese Government, from whom. ermigsi
“would necessarily have to be obtained.” ’ g
?. With reference to the opening up to trade of the South-western

Pz'(?v1§ces of China, the importance of which the Governor has frequently
il‘es::.d on the ‘f.Lttention o‘f the Impfrrial Government and of the British

egation at Peking, Mr. O’Coxor writes:—*“In reply to your Excellency’s
‘-i desPa.tch, I have the honour to inform you that therexigencies of Hyer
:‘ Majesty's Consular Service as well as other important considerations
‘ prevented Mr. Baser from ultimately starting oun the proposed 'ourné’
& through the South-western Provinces of China. The import:mce olfr
"f‘obtaining full and reliable information on the ommereial capabilities of .
“those regions, with a view to the development of British Trade, is full
::»present to my mind, and I would have been very reluctant to aiter Mf
.,gf:;jn,s ln;rigirtx.a.l instructions, had it not seemed possible to make ot.hel:
‘“.eﬂzectgzla fy lsa. :sfa.ctobry a.rra.n.gements, which I have no doubt will he

(411_ | ox ‘t.be objects which your Xxcellency and the Hongkong
,, - hamber of Commerce have so justly at heart.”—T have, &c.,

| FREDERICK STEWART, Acling Colonial Secretary..
The Honourable P. Ryrig, Fice-Chairman of the

I. N ol 3 giae
Toxaroxe GENERAL CHAMBER OF COMMERCE..

Hoxcrkong Gexeral (ngauMper oF COMMERCE,

bl No. 1683.

‘ 1|‘ Sir,—In continuation of my lette
i divected by Governor Sir (Grorcn BowEN

tion of the Chamber of Commerce, that he did not fail to recommend to the
favourable consideration of Her Majesty’s Chargé d'Affaires ab Pelking the
suggestion of the Chamber that it <hould have the option of sending a

Commission appointed to assist 1o

g i Hoxcroxg, 29th December, 18835.
IR,—Witli refercnce to your letter of the Ist instant and to previous

¢ of the 29th October ultimo, I am
to acquaint you, for the informa-

e s : :
orrespondence, on the subjects of the Commission appointed to assist in

~ determining the boundaries of Tonquin, and of the opening up to trade of the

South-w >rovi i i
S0 estern Provinces of China, I am requested to point out that there

Il 1
Representative to accompany the jlzcn on ' :
e : s beel apparent misunderstand i i i
Pl mderstanding of the suggestion eontained in the

' determining the houndaries of Tonguin.

mitiee’ :
‘ommittee’s letter of the 28th October last, and to state that the desire-of
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the Committee was, not that this Chamber should be at liberty to send &
gpecial representative to accompany the Chinese Commission appointed for
the delimitation of the Tonquin frontier, but, to accompany such British
Commission as might be appointed in the future to report upon the prospects
of Trade in the South-western Provinces of China.—1I have, &c., ;

W. KESWICK, Chairman..
The Honourable F. STEWART, LL.D., Acting Colonial Secretary-.

—— et

CorLoNIAL SECRETARY'S QFFICE,
No. 1816. HoncKONG, 30th December; 1885.

Srr,— With reference to your letter of yesterday, on the gubject of the
correspondence respecting the Commission appointed to assist in determin-
ing the boundaries of Tonquin, and of the opening up o trade of the
South-western Provinces of China, 1 am directed by His Excellency the
Officer Administering the Government to inform you that both the
Secretary of State for the Colonies and Her Britannic Majesty’s Chargé
& Affaires at Peking will be made acquainted with the wishes of the
Chamber,—]I have, &c.,

FREDERICK STEWART, Acting Colonial Secretary..

The Honourable WILLIAM Keswick, Chairman,
HoxeronG GENERAL CHAMBER OF COMMERCE.

by

COLONEAL SreRETARY'S OFFICE,

No. 1455, : HoNGEONG, 20th October, 1885.

Six,—I have the honour by direction of the Governor to inform you
that it has been brought to His Excellency’s motice that the British
steamer Galveston which arrived at Hon-cohe in Cochin-China, on the 26th
altimo, and proceeded to load salt, was ordered away on the 7th instant, by
the Commander of the French Gunboat Lion, on the ground that Hon-cohe

is not an open port.

[ 6F]

2.. As Sir Groree BoweN intends to ITay this matter before the
Tmperial Government by the next mail, I am to enquire whether the Hong-
kong General Chamber of Commerce would desire to make any representa-

tions on thig subject as affecting the commercial interests of the Colony,—
I bave, &c., %

FR_EDERICK STEWART, Acting Colonial Secretary.

The Honourable P. Ryrie, Fice-Chairman,

AT r o v SR
Hoxaekong GENERAL CHAMBER 0OF COMMERCE.

HoxcroxaG, 23rd October, 1885.

: Dear Sir,—We beg to bring to your notice the following facts show-
ing how thetrade onthe coast of Tonkin is8 interfered with by the French
Authorities :

‘ The British steamer Gulveston which has been under charter to a well-
known Chinese hong of Hongkong arrived at Hon-cohe in ballast on the
26th September, and after being visited by a Mandarin, commenced to shi
& cargo of Salt, this she continued doing wuntil the evening of the 7t]1:
October, when the French Gunboat Lion entered the bay and anchored
near; Shortly after bringing up, a boat from the Lion came alongside and
the Officer in charge enquired, where the steamer came from, what they

were doing, and how long they had been there, which information was given
to him.

On the following morning the boat agaih visited the Galveston and the -

‘Officer informed the Captain that Hon-cohe was not an open port, and that
he had orders from the Commander of the Gunboat to inform th,é- Captain
i:s_:l.la.t he must positively leave the port at twelve o’clock (noon) that da

The Captain pleaded, that he was ignorant of the port not being an opeyr;
one, and as he only required about 10,000 piculs to complete his lading

‘ wouid the Officer grant him three days further to do so. As he said he
3 had no authority to grant the request, the Captain went to the Lion and

aaw the Commander, who also declined to grant him any further time than
g;\t:_.;_l-;four o’clock in the afternoon it being impossible to have the engines
ready by noon. He also made an entry in French in the official log-book

~ as follows:—

“Le Commandant de la Cannonitre Francaise le Lion a signifié le 8

1 P
R Octobre 1885 au Capitaine du vapewr Anglais Galveston, que le port do
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¢« Hon-cohe n’étant pas ouvert au commerce dtr
« de cette baie dansla journée. Ce Capitaine & déclavé qu'il n'avait aucune

«qavarie qui empéehib de partir et le temps était trés hean.
Te Commandant du Lion.

anger, il devrait appareiller

Hon-cohe 8 Octobre 1885.

At 4 p.ar, the Galveston left and proceeded to
Captain waited on the authorities to try and get their permission to return
to Hon-cohe to complete; as they, however, declined doing so the steamer
jeft that port on the 10th iastant, and arrived here on the morning of
the 14th instant, where she is now discharging.

The total cargo should have been 40,000 piculs,
brought about 99,000,—We are, &c.,

ARNHOLD, EARBERG & Co.

Quinhon, where the

and the steamer

The Honourable P. RYRIE, FVice- Chairman,
IHoxgroNe GENERAL CraMBER 0F COMMERCE.

7
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A considerab 5
rable trade has, for many years, been carried on between the

ort i
ports of Tonquin and Hongkong, and the closing of them to foreion trade
=

would, undoubtedly, be st injuri
; most injurious to the commercial i
creia ; i
- al interests of this
2 Should, however, any such restriction be at present contemplated, the
. o 3 f

omn.utfee trust, and eonfidently expect that, by means of friendly diplomatic
negot.mtlons between the French and Imperial Governments such dithculties
SE,E:' exist may be removed, and that the continuance of the privileges of trade

X - . =
with these ports of Tonquin, hitherto enjoyed by foreign ships, may b
ensurcd.—I have, &e., i iy
i B Pu. RYRIE, Viee-Chairman.
The Ilonourable . Stewant, LL.D., Acting Colonial Secretary

- COLONIAL SECrRETARY's OFFICE,
Vo, 1GUZ,
Vo. 15( Hoxgroxg, 306k October, 1885.

Sir,—Adverting to your letter of 26th instant and to previous corres-

—

Hoxckoxe GENERAL CHAMBER OF (' OMMERCE,

HoxcKoNG, 26th October, 18835.

Sir,—] have the honour to acknowledge receipt of your letter of the
90th instant, stating that it has been hrought to the notice of His Excellency
the Governor that the British Steamer Galveston was ordered away from the
Port of Hon-cohe on the Tth instant by the Commander of the Ifrench gun-
boat Lion, on the ground that ITon-cohe is not an open Port.

A letter has also been addressed to this Chamber by the Agents of the
steamer Galveston setting out the facts relative to this incident, copy of
which I have the honour to enclose, for the information of His Excellency
the Governor. '

1 am desirel to state that the Committee are no
renell Government over the

t informed whether

are being exercised by the ¥
territory of Tonquin, in which this port is situated, or not.

Assuming this to be the case, and that the French Gevernment is
the Committee fail to recognize any grounds
be made against the aetion of the

sovereign rights

exercising its just prerogatives,

upon which a protest can, with pmpriety,
doubtless, acted under instruetions from his

his procedure cannot, in the opinion of the
of an unfriendly act on

Commander of the Lion, who,
Superiors, but, at the same time,
Committee, be regarded otherwise than in the light
the part of the French Authorities. .

pondence, I am directed by His Excellency the Governor to transmit to yo
?he annexed copy of a letter to the Consul for France, respecting the seidu
 ing away of the British Steawer Galveston from the port of Hon.cohe b -
French Gunboat, and his reply thereto.—I have, &c., ez
FREDERICK STEWART, Acting Colonial Secretury.
The Honourable P. Ryrig, Vice-Chuirman,

HoxeroNG GENERAL CHAMBER OF COMMERGE.

3

The Acting Colonial Secretary to the Consul for France

~ (Copy.)

4 COLONIAL SEC Z
ES e ) RETARY S FRICE
'NO.' 1483. 0 B i

HoxcroNG, 27th October, 18835,
i Sir,—1 a.,m directed by the Governor to inform yon that it has been
i@ported to His Excellency that the British Steamer Qulveston was directed
y ‘a,_.Frenfzh Gunboat on the 7th instant to leave the Port of Hon-cohe in
- _go_gl.;?n-f_,hma., on the ground that it was not an open Port

4 The Gov?mor acting in the interest of the mercantile community of
R ,Qngfong, will feel obliged it you will have the goodness to inform him if
tnow what regulations are in force on thi ject i

- . 1 this subject in t
chin-China.—T have, &c., - : J e
g FREDERICK STEWART, Acting Colonial Secretary.

"A'.~ o B ¥, < v .
oy Droarms, LEsq., Consul for France,

A
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 CoxsurAr DE FRANCE:

IloxGRONG, LE 28 Ociobre, 1885

Moxsigor LE SecrETAIRE COLONIAL,

Le Steamer anglais Galveston ayant 44 invité, d'aprés les rapports
parvenus au Gouvernement Colonial, & quitter le 7 de ce mois le monillage
4 Hon-cohe sur la cote d’Aunam, vous aves bien voulu exprimer hier au
aom de Son Excellence le Gouverneur, ot dans Dintéret du commerce de
Hongkong, le désir de connaitre les réglements en vigueur sur la dite cote
en ce qui concerne le commerce étranger.

J’ai Phonneur de vous informer, en péponse, que les points de la cote

&'Annam ou le commerce étranger peut faire des operations régulieres sont
Yes ports ouverts designés au Traité conclu le 6 Juin 1884 entre I, France
ot 'Annam, (art 4) & savoiri—Quinhon, Tourane et Xuanday. J'ailieu
de croire que, les services du port de Xuanday p’étant pas encore organises,
Quinhon et Tourane sont, pour le moment, les deus ports ouverts dé PAn-

négociants de Hongkong connaissent les dispositions du Traité

nam. Les
le Chronicle et Directory de

de Hué par la traduction qui eu figure dans
1885.

Ancun renseignement particulier ne m’est parvenue sur le cas du Gal-

e Commandant de la Lionne semble avoir traité avec beaucoup de
e maritime qui était de nature a

Le Capitaine du Galveston

weston. Li
menagements une contravention douanier

compromettre le navire et le chargement.
appréciait probablement dailleurs les risques de son operation, d’aprés les
journaux de Hongkong des 21 et 99, Septembre, le navire aurait été expe-
die pour Hankow, tandis que s destination réelle était ‘Hon-cohe, localité
rolativement eloignée de Quinhon et placée en dehors des limites de ce port
de commerce.

Veuillez agréer les assurances de la trés haute consideration avec
laquelle j'ai honneux d’étre, &e.

.

LEON DEJARDIN,

1 Honourable T, STEWART, LL.D,

Seerdtaire Colonial.

e COLONIAL SECRETARY'S OFFICE,
0. S‘ il : HonckoNG, 16tk December, 1885,
1x,—1I am directed by the Governor to transmit to you the annexed
copy of. s.ome correspondence on the subject of a proposal by the Chinese
guthomtles to regulate the plying of vessels used as tug-boats between
n oK
b : onTl:long z;;nd Canton; and I am to state that His Excellency would
e glad to be favoured with the opini
pinion of the Ch s of C
‘thereon.—1I have, &ec., el
FREDERICK STEWART, Acting Colonial Secretary.
The Honourable W. Kuswick,
Chairman, HonexoxG GENERAL CHAMBER OF Cdmmncr:

e e

IL. B. M.'s Chargé d Affwires to Ilis Excellency Sir G. F. Bowen, G.C.M.G

PerixG, 27¢h November, 1883,

Sir,~I have the honour to enclose herewith to your Excellency a co

‘of a mote which I have received from the Prince and Ministers of tiy
‘.Tsung'li- Yamén, enclosing copy of Regulations which the Chinese Gover: ;
'ménb desire to put into force with regard to vessels plying between H e
kong and Canton, and used at times as Tug-Doats. A
. I see serious objections in the acceptance of these Rules, inasmuch as

they seek to withdraw from Consular supervision vessels belonging t
British subjects while placing them directly under the Chinese (;g tg :
Authorities like native owned ships. : B
E Morcover, the proposal to charge for the certificate an annual fee of
:me 20 to 50 taels would in point of fact be tantamount to the levy of

tonnage dues, and in some cases less advanta.geéus to the owners 1%
E In t.ransmit,tiug a copy of these Regulations for your Ex.cellenc 'a

~ information, I fecl it is not necessary for me to enter into a full eonsidefa

Government, and on which your Excellency will no doubt be good enough
- to favour me with your views with as little delay as possible.
» thL bt;i to say that I have forwarded a copy of the Yamén’s Letter and
~ of the Regulations to Her Majesty’s
! 1 ajesty’s Consul at Canton for his repor
. nton for his report

.- . N. B. O'CONOL.
ITis Excelloney Sir G, I, Bowny, G.CALG. : v

o
B

;!;15’)1,1 of a subject which will receive the careful attention of the Hongkong '
o
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TUGS PLYING BETWEEN IHIONGKONG AND CANTON.
PROPOSED RULES FOR.
The Prince and Ministers of the Tsungli Vamén to Mr. O'Conor.
‘ 15th November, 1885.

The Prince and Ministers of the Tsungli Yamén have the honour to
inform Her Britannic Majesty's Chargé &’ Affaires that on the 95th day of
September last, the Superintendent of Customs at Canton wrote to say
that he was in receipt of & despatch from My, HipPISLEY, Commissioner
of Customs at that Port to the following effect:—

«Tn the month of July a steam-launch eame to Canton to tow a

steamer called the Hankow, belonging to Messrs. Burrerriend & SWIRE.

As she had no special certificates tonnage dues were levied upon the launch

by the Customs, to which levy the Foreign Firm objected, and requested

the Consul to submit the ease to the Minister at Peking for consideration,

which accordingly necessitated a similar reference on the parb of Mr.

HippsLey to the Inspeetor.(:‘reneral of Customs.”
«He had further to observe that of late years this deseription of steam

launch had been plying Lotween Hongkong and Canton for towing pur-
poses with increaging frequency, and, as the owners of these vessels were
not invariably men of respectability 1t was evidently
advantage of the opportunity now afforded to effect a ve-adjustment. He
had now, therefore, drafted a set of mew rules in three articles by which
ervision could be exercisgd for the prevention of smuggling and like

necessary to take

sup
irvegnlarities.”

« Upon roceipt of the foregoing repres
nicated a copy of the rules to the Tuspecto
nsideration, and he has now submitted a

entation, the Yamén commu-
r-General of Customs, with

instructions to give them his co

. report to the following effect :—

¢« Phere are distinct Treaty provisions regulating the management of

vegsels frequenting the Treaty Ports, which serve asa guide for the action

to be taken in the case of foreign vessels of any description entering or
The action to be taken in the case of a steam-tug belonging

leaving a port.
to any port, which tows vesscls within the jurisdiction of the Customs of

the port to which such tug belongs, is further governed Dby the rules of
1867 drawn up in consultation, while the action to be taken in the case of
Chinese-owned gteam-launches plying in 2 port is again provided for in
the new regul:itions for Chinese-owned steam-launches laid down in the

@

present year. There ave no explicit documentary provisions which can be
applied, with the exception of the three sets of regulations above referred
to. In the present case, as the steam-launch indicated by the Superin-
tendent of Customs at Canton is neither a Chinese-owned launch plying
within the limits of the port, nor a tug belonging to the port, but is:,
vessel coming to China from Hongkong, the action to be taken s’houlc] as
a matter of fact, be that provided in the Treaty, that is to say, the ve;sel
shmfld be reported by the Consul upon entry into the port’, and upon
leaving should be supplied by the Customs with a Port clearance, when the
Consul would return the vessel’s papers. She should further pa,.y tonnage
dues every four months. Inasmuch, however, as this course of action
would occasion delay in the movements of such vessels and also to the
mf.n'cha?t_s making use of them, if it is practicable, as provided in the draft
_1'eguiz.1.t10us drawn up by the Canton Customs, to make such vessels obtain
a towing permit from the Customs, they would not be obliged to be reported
through the Consul, bat could report direct to the Customs, an arrange-
ment that could not but be convenient for the vessel, and i:he merchant
'fa'oneerned, while the Customs would not be hampered in the action which
it would be required to tale.”

. « Ag the arrangements proposed appear to be of econvenience both to
Customs and Mercantile interests, the Inspector-General has to request
.tha;t. the three rules be communicated to the British Representative in
Peking, to be sent by him to the high authorities of Hongkong, that orders
may be given for action to be taken in accordance therewith for all vessels
of this description frequenting the port of Canton. The Inspector-General

“would add that, not only should the tug-boat of Messrs. BUTTERFIELD &

S}V:RE legally pay tonnage dues in accordance with Treaty, but the levy of
tonn-age dues is also obligatory on the Customs under the provisions of the
EBB_CI&I rules for steam-tugs. There was, therefore, nothing incorrect in
the levy of tonnage dues to the amount of taels 11. 6.”

g The Yamén have to observe that there is a set of rules in three articles
for the control of steam-tugs plying in their own port, which were deter-

- _.@m@d on after consultation and communicated to Her Majesty’s Govern-
’ :.m,ent-upon the 18th of April 1867, as well as to other Governments, while

iew rules affecting Chinese-owned steam-launches plying in the port
¥ ich they belong have also been officially communicated to Her Majesty’s
rnment as well as to other Governments, both of these documents

‘being on record.
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As the clags of small steam-vessels now under consideration are neither

Chinese-owned steam-launches plying in the port to which they belong,
port, it is, in effect, necessary that

nor steam-tugs plying in their own
action be taken in regard to them in the manner laid down by the Treaty.
the Inspector-General

The representations above quoted now submitted by
of Customs being undoubtedly made in the interests of the merchant, and,
further, being of a fair and equitable nature, & COPY of the new rules in
three articles as drafted by the Superintendent of (ustoms at Canton is
now forwarded to Her Britannic Majesty’s Chargé A’ Affaives with a reguest
that he will communicate them to the Governor of Hongkong, that orders
may be given for action to be taken in conformity therewith in the case of
all vessels of the class in question.
The favour of a reply is further requested, in order that the Customs
establishment concerned may be directed to act accordingly.
With regard to the levy of tonnage dues to the amount of taels 11.6
upon the steam-tug belonging to Messrs, BurTERFIELD & SWIRE, as there
was nothing improper in such levy, the matter need not be considered.

A necessary communication addressed to My, O'Coxox, H. B. Ms

Chargé &’ Affaires. -

Enclosure in the foregoing Note.

Copy of the new regulations, proposed by Mr. HippistEy, Commis-

sioner of Customs at Canton.
1. All steam-tugs and vessels of a similar class plying between Canton
apply to the Cus-

and Honglkong shall, upon their first arrival at Canton,

toms for a steam-tug certificate in which it shall be distinctly stated that

the said vessel is only pe_rmit.ted to frequent the
foreign vessels have always been permitted to ply,
to carry cargo, or to go to any pl
these prohibitions subjecting the vessel and
Upon taking out this certificate a fee of taels 2
the cost of which is taels 5,000 and under,
cosb of which is upwards of taels 5,000.

9. Any such vessel plying to and from

use the Whampoa passage, and upo
temporarily at Whampoa where she will be inspe

>

waters upon which large
and that she is forbidden
ace not open to trade, infringement of

her cargo to confiscation.
0 will be charged for vessels,
and of taels 50 for vessels the

C'anton will only be allowed to
n entering the port, she will anchor
cted hy the Customs.
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Sl § :
dnl{.mld ;he be found to have no cargo on board, her certificate must be
e Y, o o - h
ivered to the Harbour Master, who will retain it and return the s
when the vessel leaves the port. o

Should the vessel not pass Whampoa, but go to Canton by some other
pagsage, or should she leave the port without gotting back her certificate
fine of taels 100 Haikwan will be levied, =

en to 5 Chl se €58 !.S Sh 10 t P 8 Iﬂ‘, h 1 tlﬁ @ or
1 ‘w wing ne V' e € Mus rese er cen cate ’
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dues once every four months.

Report by the Acting Larbour Master.

16th December, 1885.

It hs
L .t hf‘z‘s not been customary for steam-launches employed as Tugs to
. DRI 5l » 3
obtain a “clearance”” when leaving Hongkong, and therefore theve is no
means of knowing how often they are to be employed

If the Chinese Authorities consider it necessary to have some check
on these vessels when they go to Canton, then I think that one or 0(:.113 facf
the two courscs referred to in these papers must be adopted. Eithe(:tlo
vessel must be treated as an ordinary British Merchant Ship, report h;i

arrival through the Consul, and pay her tonnage dues as provided by Treaty
A

or She mus to Such spec I G(’ﬂlaj 0 S b Ch]lle (0} es
u i Sublﬂlt p Cclal I 1008 & th
& c se Auth ritu

a Ajta. .mz’m,ttér of economy and convenience to the merchants who employ
.the ef : :;g ﬁt}he proposed rules appear to have an advantage, especially if
t ee for the certificate is to cover a peri ’

; _ period of 12 months as implied in
the letter of H. M.’s Chargé d’Affaires, though the Rule No. 1 dees not

appear to me to read in that sense
" and Rule No. 31 : k
tion.—T have, &e., ’ ule No. 8 imposes dues in addi-

R. MURRAY RUMSEY, Rt. Commiander R.N.,
Aeting Tarbour Master, de.
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HoxcgoxGe Gryeral CHAMBER OF COMMERCE,
Hoverone, 31st December, 18835.

Sir,—I have the honor to acknowledge receipt of your letter of the

pondence on the subject of a proposal

16th instant transmitting copies of corres
assels used as Tug-

by the Chiuese Authorities to regulate the plying of v
boats between Hongkong and Canton, for the opinion of the Cham

The subject has reccived the careful consideration of the
state that the Committee coneur in the opi
Affaires, that the new rules proposed by the

ber thereon.
Committec,

and I am desived to nion of Her

Lritannic Majesty’s Chargé &
Commissioner of Customs at Canton ghould not

A striet adherence to the Treaty provigions which regnlate the conrse
oreign merchant vessels at the Treaty Ports

be aecepted.

{0 be taken with respect to f
f the Committee, be too strenuouzly insisted upon;

15 at the open Ports, in

should be vigorous[y

cannot, in the opinion o

and any regulations proposing to deal with such vesse

o manner nhot in stric accordance with the Trealy,
opposed.

With respect to the Tonnage Dues propos
régulations now under consideration, the Committee would eall attention to
Art. XXX of the Treaty of Tientsin (26th June 1838), whiel clearly defines
all classes of vessels

od to be levied under the new

what dues are to be levied upon merchant vessels, é.e.

Tugs, or others.
The Committee desire, also, to record their a,ppreeia.t
mber for its opinion, before

ion of the manner

in which this matter has been referred to the Cha
definite action has been decided upon, & course whieh ecannot fail to promote

a satisfactory understanding upon all such questions closely affecting mer-

cantile interests and the Committee would be glad if their sense of the con-

sideration which has been shown could be conveyed by His Excellency the

Administrator to ITer_ Majesty’s Chargé &’ Affaires at Peking.—1I have, &c.,
W. KESWICK, Chairman.

The Honowable F. Stewart, LL.D., dAeting Colonial Secretary.

N.
45, PaLL MaLr,
Lonpox, W., 27th August, 1885.
S1r,—1I have the honour to submit copy of the address delivered to
the London Chamber of Commerce in May last by Me, Horr 8. Havierr,

L)
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my Colleague, upon the progress
' s 0g made by the Colquhe cplorati .
Railway Extension to S.W. China. " i MY

.2. In November next, I hope to be able to lay before you a full
deta,l.led report with maps, when Mr. Harnerr will have co:ir ol t‘l 1111
plotting of his extensive surveys now being proceeded with . ('3( Ey
Geographical Society. ; o} 8

3. On my way home through India T had the honour of rcporting
upon the project to His Excellency Lord Durrerin, and since mvp"urr' nbl
at home to Lord Sarissury, the Minister for Foreion Affiirs 'I:ll(‘l LW('III
Rawporer CuurcHIiLL, the Secretary of State for fndia. - i

‘ 4. The cf)mmemia.l community in England and the press are deeply
;;nprcssgd with the necessity for a vigorous commercial policy in tl;e

ast and that the Barma—Siam—China railway project should he at once
undertaken as the initial step of such a policy

5. Early in October I am to address the Chambers of Commerce of
Tondon, Manchester, Liverpool and Glasgow on this subject .a.nd 11 ;
reason to believe that in very strong resolutions these Ch!a.mbers.mf;
urge upon Government the urgency of the question, and be warml i
ported by the mercantile community and press of tl’le country e

E 6. I woulg ask ;y.rou to support the movement of the Home Chambers
by p?x,ss111g a resolution in favour of the project, and addressing Govern
ment on the subject, at as early a date as possible.—I have, &¢

3

A. R. COLQUIIOUN.

A ey | -
The President, Criiavper oF Comyerce, HoxeroNg

Hoxckone GENERAL CHAMBER oF COMMERCE
R 2
Hoxeroxe, 4¢h January, 1886,

FR— ' : g : :
Sir,—T bave the honour to forward eopy of a resolution of the Com

mittee of the Hongkong General Chamber of Commerce with relation to the
)

recent Explorations of Messieurs Honrt 8. Harperr and Arcuisato R

Corquuoun,

Resolved.—That this Chamber bring to the notice of the Sceretary of

- Stale for the Colonies the i i
he Colonies the importance attaching ro the explorations of

» :i,:.
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Messienrs Hort S. Harrerr and A, R. CoLQuuouy in Burmah and the Indo-

4 pl [8]
(/ 1 3 p S & h pe thﬂt the G“U ernm 1
h“ b f:td.t.es ﬂlld expres {0} WY I ent w [l support ”10

rith a view
construction of a Railway as recommended by these gentlemen, w

g i v i ich would prove of
to opening np communication with Western China, which p
t=]

great commercixl value to both countries.—I have, &e.,
WwW. RESWICK, Chairman.

af i able F. STANLEY,
Colonel The Right Honourab : .
Her ﬂ;r{jesf_.y’s Principal Sceretary of State for the Colonies.

0o
Confidential.
No. 902. St
S1r,—1I have the honour, by direction of the Officer Admmlstenng t:‘le
Goverm;ent to forward to you confidentially the accompanying copy O z
Treaty between France and China, and to request you to‘ be g?od efno?Ig
to favour him with your opinion thereon from a commercial })omt o :’)IE“T,
as the Secrotary of State has telegraphed for His Excellency’s early obser-

CoLoNIAL SECRETARY'S OFFICE,
HoxgroNe, 18th July, 1885,

vations on it.—I have, &c.,
FREDERICK STEWART, Acting Colonial Secretary.

The Honourable W. Kgeswicx, :
Chairian, Hongrong GENERAL CHAMBER OF CoMMERCE.

Translation of Chinese Text of France-Chinese Treaty.

June, 1885.

His Majesty the Emperor of China, and t..he Presidenf, of tﬁ:a fr::)r:;
Republie, being desirous to terminate the‘ mlsundersia.ndn;g:vanzin e
from the fact of the two countries beinil mmglta.ns:;i gszxsiagormer -

jons) with Annam, and wishing to re-estal
:‘;:fo:z?: :mit; and commerce by the conclusion of. a 'new Treaty :iz :l:;
advantage of both Powers, on the basis of the prelnimna.l;iy' zonvet);le o
Tientsin, of the 17th May 1884, approved by Imperial Edict on

April 1885,

[73]

Have appointed as their Plenipotentiaries, that is t6 say :—His Majesty
the Emperor of China, L1, Imperial Commissioner with plenipotentiary
powers, Grand Secretary of the Wen-Hua Throne Hall, Grand Tutor of
the Heir Apparent, Minister Superintendent of Trade for the Northern
Sea-board, Governor General of Chih.li, and a member of the 1st rank of
the third grade of hereditary nobility with the laudatory appellation Sv-1,
and Hsz, Imperial Commissioner, Minister of the Tsung-li Yamén, Presi-
dent of the Board of Punishments, Superintendent of the Three Treasuries
of the Board of Revenue, Director of the studies of the hereditary officials
of the left wing of the Banner Forces, and Licutenant-General of the
Bordered Yellow Havenin Banner Corps,—and Texg, Imperial Commis-
sioner, Minister of the Tsung-li Yamén, and Director of the Court of State
Ceremonial,—and the President of the Fremch Republic, M. ParenbTrE,
Officer of the Legion of Honour, bearer of the first class of the Swedish
Order of the Star of the North, Minister Plenipotentiary residing in
Peking for the conduct of French Affairs—who, after having communicated
‘to each other their respective full powers, and found them to he in due
form, have concluded the following Treaty :—

Arr. I. The Government of France engages to repress disturbance
and to maintain order throughout those parts of Annam which are con.
terminous with the Chinese frontier. With respect to the banditti who
maltreat the people, and persons of bad character who follow no occupation,
it rests wholly with the French Government to take due measures to dis-
perse them or to expel them from the Country, and to keep watch against
their reassembling for purposes of disorder.

But under no circumstances shall French Troops ever cross the
frontier of Tongking into Chinese Territory.

The French Government, moreover, while distinctly engaging, on its
own part, not to encroach upon the frontier in question, also guarantees it
against violation from other quarters.

In all cases of banditti escaping across the frontier into the border
provinces of China, it will rest with the Chinese Government to take
~ measures to disperse them, or to éxpel them from the Country. If banditti
consort together in Chinese territory and conspire to attack people under
- the protection of France, it will also rest with the Chinese Government to
~ disperse them. The French Government having assumed the responsibility
of securing the poace of the frontier, the Government of China, on its part,

»




‘l J | : -: P
LT | (751
| Tongking. With reference to the mutual 3 The number and situation of the places which are to be assigned as

noages not to send troops into . : .
i criminals, o sopaate and commereial depéts will be subsequently determined after a careful consi-

{{0iR rendition by China and Annam of absconding

special article will be drawn up by the Governments of France and China. deration of the trade returns and the lines of communication, in general
. i ;, ' All residents of Chinese nationality including deabaa‘nded tf'oops, p.ea.cebly . act.:or(.i inroiti bt the oalatione WFlich S s
| .i\l‘ ' pursuing their avocations in Annam, whether as agriculburists, artisans ox : e T

1 ‘ traders, against whom no charge lies, will be entitled to the same sccurity 3 Chinege frontier as depdts of trade, one above Pao.shéng, and another to
‘ g
i of person and property as those who are unde

i' i Axr, II. The Government of China, having expressly agreed not to
| : he repression of disturbance .

il i France may take for t
‘ oppose such action as : 3
; l‘}lli‘ | and the maintenance of order, now and henceforward recognizes the vali
i1
{l

i dity of all treaties and regulations, existing or forthcoming, betw.een France
‘I | g with Annam, it is expressly

| and Annam, As regards the relations of Chi

¢ the protection of France. » I - the north of Langson, in which French merchants will be free to reside
E with the same privileges and responsibilities as obtain in the Treaty Ports. |
The Chinese Government will establish customs at these places for the
levy of duties; and at those places the French Government may appoint |
Consuls, whose powers and privileges will be identical with those which 1
are exercised by French Consuls at Treaty Ports. The Chinese Govern-
ment will also be free to arrange with the Government of France for the

(i . .
il atd : diced, nor
A1 d dignity of China shall not be prejudiced, B 5 :
L declared that the honour an A : appointment of Chinese Consuls in th inei iti .
|, 'r L ' on the other hand shall the present Treaty be infringed. A Tongking. 3 ;rrmelpal cities and towns of
L . n ; ionature of the
i 1 . TII. Within a period of six months from the signa = ;
F. | ART ]Iij’owers will severally appoint Commissioners to Art, VI. Regulations for the conduet of overland trade Dbetween .

ty, the two ! . . ' ‘ .
l‘ N Tongking, and jointly determine its Tongking and the Chinese provinces of Yunnan and Kwangsi will, within

i ! : .
I d to the frontier of China and i : |
|| e 31-;’5: e(-atation Tn places where the border line is not well defined, they will ] o iane of the preent Trestys bejoitls Hisoaseed
| \q I etum sbati(;n marks to form a conspicuous boundary. If, with reference ¥, and concluded by Commissioners appointed by the two Powers, and will |
| | | S u - - ~ - v : ‘

‘ ‘ 1 I"i I {1 ta thz osition of such marks, or with reference to such slight rectification \ form T e AR I Y SR

[ \q IS !;th 5 gent frontier of Tongking as may be advisable in the interest of }mported or cpiostad surtas tho ioitisF of Winkas and Kangsswilile

{8 bt Pon should arise (between the Comuis- 1 lower than under the existing Commercial Tariff; but such reduction of

I both Powers, a difference of opinion

f ions to their respective Government.

| “I# i sioners) they will zefer fornstiisy duties is not to apply to the case of overland trade across the border between
L

Tongking and Kwangtung, nor again does it affect th T

bl , Bk ! ’ e : ’ K e present Treaty Ports.
UL _ Agr. IV. The delimitation of the frontier ha‘:’mg beﬁfll' dete:::;;i; . The sale and transport of firearms, military weapons, munitions of war and
all French subjects or persons ander French protection, or aliens B explosive materials, will be treated in accordance with the regulations

{ (1 : i %
:I i ‘ H in Tongking, who desire to cross the frontier into C%mla, will, 'nefore.pl‘o- i which are in force in the territory of both countries. The import and
1 ‘| 1 ceeding upon their journey, obtain a passport, to be u?syed by the Chinese ‘ export of opium will form the subject of a special clause of the Trade Re-
']' ‘ frontier officials on the request of the French Aut_?lonhes. I-n the case -of . gulations, and a special clause will also determine the question of the
qi Chinese subjects crossing from Tongking to China the Chinese frontier : coasting trade between China and Annam, pending which the existing

officials may issue passes at their own discretion. rules will remain in force.

d, when Chinese subjects desire to enter Tongking
application for the necessary passports
als to the French Authorities.

Arr. VII. The present Treaty is drawn up by China and France with |
the purpose of improving friendly relations and extending commercial
intercourse between conterminous countries. The Government of France,
in full sympathy with such purpose, will open roads in the Tongking region,
and will encourage the construction of railways. It is distinetly declared
by the two Powers that if at some future time China shall decide to con-

On the other han
”" | overland from Chinese territory,
i } will be made by the Chinese Offici

Agt. V. Merchants of French nationality, or under French protection,
llowed to convey goods to and fro,

il il or of Chinese mationality shall be a :
ross the border of China and Tongking.

overland, ac
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struct railways, the Chinese Government shall have recourse to the co-
operation of French Experts, and the Government of France shall afford
the fullest assistance in the matter of engaging workmen. Itis distinctly
declared by the two Powers that this clause is not to be regarded as con-
ferring exclusive advantages upon France.

Axr, VIIL, The Commercial Articles of the present Treaty and the
several Regulations which are to be drawn up, may be revised at the end
of ten years from the Exchange of Treaty. If no notice of a desire to
revise the Treaty be given by either side six months before the expiry of

that term, then the Commercial Articles and regulations shall retain their

force for ten years more, and so it shall be, after this manner.

Art. TX. Tmmediately upon the signature of the present Treaty by
the two Powers, the French forces will be directed to withdraw from Kelung,
and the search (of vessels) off the coast and other such like measures will
be discontinued. Within one month from the date of signature, Formosa
and the Pescadores Islands shall be completely evacuated by the French
troops.

Art. X. The provisions of former Treaties between China and France
except in 5o far as they are modified by the present agreement will retain
their original validity.

The ratifications of the present Treaty, under the hand of His Majesty
the Emperor of China, and under the hand of the President of the French
Republic, shall be forthwith ezchanged at the capital of China.

Hoxorong GGENERAL CHAMBER OF CoMMERCE,
HoxakoNe, 22nd July, 1885.

Sir,—I have the honour to acknowledge receipt of your letter of the
18th instant forwarding confidentially a copy of the Treaty between France
and China recently entered into, and requesting the opinion of the Chamber
upon the document from a Commercial point of view.

The Committee are obliged to His Excellency the Administrator for
the opportunity of expressing the views of the Chamber, but without

77 ]

knowing something of the nature of the regulations, &c., which are to be
drawn up by special Commissioners under Article VI, it is difficult to say

more than, that the Commercial clauses of th ‘
: e Treaty appear to ha ]
framed in a liberal and progressive spirit, A e

.There are special privileges to the French implied by a reduction of
duties, bel'o.w those paid at the Treaty ports of China, on the frontier trade
between Tongkipg, Yunnan and Quangsi, and the right to appoint Consular
officers at certain places in these Provinces is important.

: .'I‘h'e latter right will, under the favoured nation clause, becon.{e the
p.mvllege also of other nations having Treaties with China, but the differen
tial rate between maritime and frontier duties will hardly become ap lica.bl;.
under these clauses unless the Chinese, as has been urged by this Cll:amber
open up the water communications of Kwangtung into western China’
where directly conveyed merchandize should become subject to no 're&telj
duty than is borne by goods crossing the frontier by land. 7 '

‘ This frontier trade and the occupation of Tongking by France, again
Pmng to the front very forcibly the question of representing to China the
importance of nolonger hesitating to open to foreign enterprise the naviga-

ble waters of China generally, but more especially the views of the southern
provinees.

e On the 8rd July of last year the Chamber addressed the late Sir
PAF:M PARK‘ES, H_er Britannic Majesty’s Minister Plenipotentiary at
eking on this subject, when the Fourni¢r Convention was announced
]

and the Committee enclose a copy of the letter, as it bears directly on the
Treaty now under consideration.

The concluding portion of Article VI, touching the coasting trade
bef;we‘en China and Annam, is of special importance to this Colony, the
shipping interests of which are so great, and Her Majesty’s Govern;nent
should watch with jealous care that the Colony is no less favourably placed

thal? it 'a.lwafys has been in regard to Coast traffic and intercourse with the
territories now under French protection.—I have, &c
2

W. KESWICK, Chairman,

The Honowrable ¥, Stewarr, LL.D., Acting Colonial Secretary.

»
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Supplementary Appendix.

Toocuow GENERAL CHAMBER OF COMMERCE,
Foocmow, 18th November, 1885.

S1r,—As the export of Tea from China to the Australian Colonies
is of considerable importance, I would ask your kind co-operation in
trying to arrive at the actual figures as accurately as possible. In your
valued Market Report of the 9th instant, I see, the export from China
to Australia and New Zealand is put down at 20,847,817 1bs, whereas
this amount represents only the direct export from Foochow alone, as
per our circular dated the 93:d ultimo; and the whole export from Canton
and Macao, as well as all shipments from this vii Hongkong, have not
been taken into consideration. The former is roughly estimated at 4 to
500,0001bs. and the latter naturally vary a good deal. To mention one
instance, at the very beginning of this season the Tannadice carried quite
a quantity of Foochow teas from your port to the Colonies which has
never appeared in the statistics, except that it is included in the export
from here to Hongkong.

Referring to your Secretary’s remarks of the 6th September, 1884,
about the difficulty in obtaining any reliable information as to the ship-
ments from Canton and Macao, I take leave to suggest that the Agents
of the various steamers leaving yours for Australia, might be asked to
furnish the required figures to the best of their knowledge, and even if

those figures should not always be accurate, they probably would answer

the purpose, and give an approximate idea of the total export.—IL have, &c.,
H. P. TENNANT, Chairman.

To the Chairman of the HoxGEONG GENERAL CzAMBER OF COMMERCE.

HoxckoxGg (GENERAL CHAMBER OF COMMERCE,
HoxgkONG, 8th December, 1885.

Sir,—I beg to acknowledge receipt of your letter of the 18th ultimo,
requesting the co-operation of this Chamber in trying to arrive at the actual

)
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figures as accurately as possible in the “Export of Tea from China to the
Australian Colonies.”

In accordance with your suggestion, application has been made to the
Agents of the various steamers leaving this port for' Australia, requestin
them fo furnish particulars of the weight of teas shipped by their’ steamers ’f}
Australia, but the same difficulty exists as was the case last year ﬁhen a
similar attempt was made to obtain the figures desired. :

The Shipping Agents state that no particulars of such shipments to
Australia are supplied to them and that they have no knowledge of the
species of Tea contained in, or the weight of, the packages. The weight of
the packages varies considerably, and their number is practically no index to
the number of pounds contained in them,

With regard to the shipments of Tea from Foochow to Australia vid
Hongkong, the situation is the same. The Shipping Agents huave no parti-
?ulars furnished to them of the weight of those tea shipments, and any
lmformation as regards them would have to be obtained from Foochow, which
information your Chamber would probably be in a better position to obtain
on the spot than the Agents here.—I have, &c.,

Pu. RYRIE, FVice-Chairnan,

The Chairman, FoocHow GENERAL CHAMBER oF COMMERCE.

CoLONIAL SECRETARY's OFFICE,
No. 1553. Hoxcroxg, 10tk November, 1885,
Bir,—I am directed by His Excellency the Governor to transmit to
you the‘&n'nexed copy of a letter from the Consul for France in this
Colony intimating that Steam Engines Machinery, &c., will be admitted

n?to Haiphong and Hanoi free of Customs dues up to 1st July, 1886.—
I have, &ec., ’ .

FREDERICK STEWART, Acting Colonial Secretary,
The Honowable P. RYRIE,

e ¥ . : )
Fice-Chairman, Hoyxekoxe GuNERAL CHAMBER 0F COMMERCE,
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I ‘ Hoxcroxg, le 7 Novembre, 1885,

Mounsienr LE SEcrATAIRE COLONIAL,

Te Général de Courcy, Commandant en Chef au Tonkin, m’informe

que les machines et mécaniques, les appareils complets & vapeur et autres,
) e 2

fixes ou mobiles, et les embarcations 4 vapeur seront admis en franchise
de dovane dans les ports ’Haiphong et de Hanoi jusquau ler. Juillet
1886.

J’ai Phonneur de vous faire part de cette décision, qui peut intérésser
le commerce de Hongkong. .

Veuillez agréer les assurances de la haute considération avec laquelle
j'ai I'honneur d’étre, ete.

MONTHL -
LEON DEJARDIN. NTHLY SALES

: SV e et e P o e e COMPILED
L’Honorable IY, STEWART, LL.D., Secretaire Colonial. B

CHAMBER OF COMMERCE,

DURING THE YEAR 1885.
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MONTHLY SALES COMPILED BY CHAMBER OF BT
COMMERCE DURING THE YEAR 1885.

z
DESCRIPTION OF GOODS, g % 4 = y E . § 5
g | B | & | < <o SR S e B
= S = i oy 3 ;5 3 for 1885.
COTTON YARN. 2 P
BOMBAY,—N0S, 10 @ 208, -vsrmsessesssnnsrieccbbles | 70071 12,024) 16,561 12,421
T T S Vs e 65|  sos| 1862| 1613 LHO0GE| 13,5411 21,228 22,175| 15959 | 14,624 11,395 7.448( 168,582
‘ N8 281@ B2y snevesssi T 50 gs| 1,039] 286 1985 1612| 3313|  98Q| 600 55| 817] 1,200 15,496
AT RRER M T iy oo - 110 275| 1,260 50 S 510 135 350| ... e ol BEARE L 3,563
‘ 8351  545| 1,079| 787 35 1 2 4,974
COTTON PIECE GOODS. ! | | :
‘ GREY SHIRTINGS,—6 8., o oovreeriiniaininnenees .pieces 9,950 5,750 1,400
| ) 21 +eroersmmmereee | 13,480  #750| 12,5001 2,700 6,550 | 3,825\ 10,900| 1,976 2,175| 2000 22,800 7,025 74,350
PR VR e o . | soz2s0| 39.650| 28450| 44,180 50001 700 5,650| 8,800 2,650) 3,650 1,400| 5,400 66,580
G100,y ccersreermsseimeeee | 4300|  6,900| 5,850 4,430 16,200 24,050/ 40,2201 18,050 55250 18,650 9,700 26,250 325,900
e FTRER G s ot e (R EOIO N BEOLEERAD TG RAR 28D 3,900 4,250 12450| 4,000| 1,750| 6,560| 2,600 10,200 67,210
! T.CLOTHS,—6 1hs. 32 in., Ordinary,. .oceeases 0 2,900 2,000 200 900 42,397 | 20468 | 35536| 16,013 15432 18,918| 38,132| 42,845 405,261
| 71b9, 32/in., OFAINATYysnerrverss = 2 2000 ... 1,900 800/ 11,0000 3250| 2550  560| 2,350 2,500 13,000 32,710 :
| A 6165, 82 in., MCXICANS, covrarsesses w | wee | e | 1,800 4850| 4350 .. | 2175 .. | 5200 7300 27,173
71bs. 32 in,, Mexicant) aesenes 5 | 19,720| 85,650 | 18,439 38,260 L7501 ... 200 750 4,000
6@ 8 4O B it i pee s o o | 12850| 1R080| 9050| 1,550 20000| 4600| 27,000| 45,20| 19,220| 35,586| 4550| 19,400 296,675
DrivLs,—English, 40 yards, 13§ @ 141bs,,... 2050 1,300 1,620 2295 ® P800 500( 17.850) 12,750 15,250( 13,600 10,300| 19,400 137,860
1420| 1645| 1315 3150 1845 1,785 2,105| 1,000 21,580
FANCY COTTONS,
TURKEY RED SHIRTINGS,—2.4 @ 3 ths., ......pieces
= BN OCADED Ty e s tosarerseatronspriestramsortet i) 1848 .. 950 2,250 e 7,4001  1,8201 6,500| 2,450 67,847
DIAMASES, ceverscesersonsssessesassarstsnssssassisnasns 3 eLI Al 900 750 700 ... 9,678
CHINTZES,—A8S0Tted, «.uovveencassnnss e T 500 670| 1,467 : = -
VELVETS,—Black, 22 il yieesecusesssesns " 300| 1,080 300 150 pil S0 100 100 1,640 .. 5,657
A T oy L e e ) 480 o 60| ... Y I g s it ST Ve 1107 S L el 1 e 5,798
HANDKERCHIFES, ,ovsaeesessssscseneanss e 90| L2 T44 240| 1704| 1632 1286 7,100




[ 84 ]

MONTHLY SALES COMPILED BY CHAMBER OF

: B ]
DESCRIPTION OF GOODS, g g g =
3 & 5 <
WOOLLENS. -
SPANISH BTRIPES,eeieeeeearseeemseeeianrasensaans: PIECES 720 1,872 636 3005
HABIT, MEDIUM & BROAD CLOTHS, ccovvnerees 5 72 124 124 36
Loxag ErLs,—Scarlet and Assorted, .c.voeevsses 2 4,995 7,260 1,580 920
CAMLETE,—ASS0TERA, 4 eanerseeeirenearomanns woses 3y 1,620 3,890 1,000| 3,300
LASTINGS,—30 yards, 31 ill,..ccovmereisncsienins  p 1,760 760 420
OBRLEANS, —Plain, .cvccevisensaieerenmsnssiesivenss gy
BLANEETS,—10 @ 12 1h8., wvvaeecvveseuminssanes: pairs 350 750 260

RAW COTTON..

BoMBAY & KURRACHEE, ....ouvvs 250 650 783 800

3,500 5,700 13,179 4,420

BENGAL & RANGOON, vesvesssarsrsssiancasanss

SHANGHAIL TUNGCHOW, & NINGPO, . coocasnee. i 2,625 800 925 100

MIADRAR - o sisy v s aeresppeansenss e - 40 106 ...

METALS.

NAIL ROD, «rcinssnmrasisssaniansessnssassesasssonesans: Piculs pelaginien plon
SQUARE, FLAT ROUND BAR, «..ccoivnninnnniness . 700| 3,360
SWEDIBHIBAT, - sv:0ssnssves ot strioniasgsasioes coninks 13y 2,100 8,276| .. [tons 75

SMALL ROUND RODjcvtirsrssssrscinssusuarsorsearss sy 1,000
HEOIOP, ovrsiastrsvaserisaiatisnunnsurssesnnnn s siat ducmoiliiay 500| . e
VAR s v e T Tty iy

OLD WIBE BOPE, ....vocuermremreressesmnesesininss on o [ eonsasa |

LEAD, wicieniieirsasisvassraninsssmmonisnnsiiorsosssatass 9y 6,640 ggghtm

pels. 16,940
toms 5§00

YeLLow METAL—Muntz, 16 @ 28 0%,......cases 1,330 ...
Vivian's, 16 @ 28 02.,....c. HE

Elliots, 16 @ 28 0z.)......piculs A ver vos

COMPOSITION NATES, - ceerereeriomsaresringnsniasine gy

pols. 17,132
tons 920

COMMERCE DURING THE YEAR 1885,—( Continued.

g = %
:‘_ g = é) 'g ,g 'g 'E Total
840 600| 1,026 1212 768| 2020 1098| 1279 12,364
814 84| 1374)  384| 1748 1,056] 44| g8 7,248
200) 1,500\ 2,780| 11720\ 3880 2400| 1,650 720 39,405
ZIgHe 600| 250/ 40| 87| 2380| 1,150 15.690
1L720| 520|400 360 00| 1,780| 3,060| 2140 13,520

2000 200 ... 80 . 480
174 780| 32| 500|850 | 8,629
250 127!  320| 1,100 50 8ol .. 4,390
6.307| 5085 5,370 5430| 3379| 3617| 5750 1360 62,007
a5l ... 550| 700+ 300{ 900{ 800| 520 8,576
S sol 26| g0z 75 748

: i
ozl T00) 7560 pmiaml 5020| 3360] 8440 5,880 {E‘g‘z ¥ ‘1323‘
B ) e e e i
pleuls 80| 1 640 840/ 1,000 .. ” 490 { Eocls 10,116
pealslef] 80| 500 840 00| 1,680 {g‘}: Gégg
5000 - . 420 420 .. 1840
e leasks100]  332]  s0| ... fojj et ite
tens 1001l e 820 ... 720 {%EES “1’2?‘
S Bk PR | 32,400 pesterien o o eweszie| 0815 | 23,290 {525"3233
80. i 88 1:518
72 270 120 462
y93i . 192




! 1
i | |
[ 86 ] [ 87 ] ;
, COMMERCE DURIN -
MONTHLY SALES COMPILED BY CHAMBER OF G THE YEAR 1885,—( Continued).
: 3 R
\ 2 ] . % £ 5 = = y
DESCRIPTION OF GOODS. g 5 4 = S & s g g = = g i
. g 2 B 2 = = & 2 2 g 5 g for 1885.
= = = < “ o
| '’ o 5
| METALS,— (ontinued. S il
plouts g0 | 7200 .. T
|| TJAPAN COPPER,—S1abs, oorimriainiss convanens piculs | . (AR Sl e 208 - Hlabe:s 200 k.. | 500 {SI?EQ S.igi |
i T s e o o S 200| ... o 500 1,550
: 280 5 :
TIN, ovnrnceesans P Bl pels. 250 ... . 1,000 .. Wb e 8ol 200 .. : ;13125 ]ggg
3 s 100] 1,800 5 = o 9] 7
T TR e AT S e e AL 1,000| 2,500 700 ; : 210 570|  3,150] 1,000 [toxes 20 {5?;‘;)-821,_;58
. cer | oxes 2300 i 1000 60 3 ;
N | : 2 i bs 200 4 0 | boxes 1,000 4y bxs. 7,500
N e, SR e tubs | e [WEPEE 1,300} bexsa 0 s el BL00O| . 0N 8700
| : SUNDRIES & COALS. , ‘ ,
I ' 200 1,100 1,250 1,5
QUICKEILVER, «sasessisuersen sass sarsernspasasesn f1A8KS 600 300| - 200 ! _ i i ol 400 530| 2,260 350 8,680 |
A (n Dol = it eeed 0o I 5000 SR 060 IN2000 { bxs, 20,750 ‘
; s e S tiorer | LoBS0DI R 22 i L e o O [ L e , ) 1000| 5,500 § o3& 000
] : i 1,000 ... 10,000 15.000 K
K EROSENE OIL;ieveerrecenasaessnsa: PEL 10 gallon cases : 5 * 26,000 :
' 5,400| 2,001 2,300 3
CoArs,—Cardiff, ..... ey e e tons. 4,168 .. 400 i AU T ) 2,200 €50 19,803
. 0| 2459| 6,640
e L L 00 B89 300) AR 8 8 i : 9,0001 4350 18480| 8,200| 4,700 97,679
KEBLUDE, v cvarerererernsrsnsssnsianesacuss a1 ] i = “
anw .'.. ae 1‘5
T R R et e 6200 3,600 5,700 ettt L e ST 21,740
1 i | |
: ' ' ' 1 i
CHINA, INDIA & STRAITS PRODUCE. ‘ ' = |
" | |
RICE,—SAIZOM, . rreeessemranissnsrensnisanesssnisers piculs ] ST ! X
. 55,800 | 208,300 | 238,000 | 180 : e
e e b o . I\ssa00| 92,700| 324,700 193,000 ’ 1200 | 153,000 245,700 | 189,300 | 122,400( 2,289,400
T Rre L SN b . i o
SUGAR,—Brown & White (Canton, Hoihow, 4,800 |
; 8,000 12,980 4,7 2 :
And PRIlipPines,s s szss 5500| 4,050| 47.250 ’ ! 720|590 10,100 6730| 7,950 125,200 |
Sugar Canady, «e.ecommmesssnrininna: e :
CAMPHOR,—TIOTINO8R, L o oioreerareionisnnssensnias T 2000 ... plouls 300 ' e 2ol
CRACHLG pleuls 500 | piculs 300 | pi
ATORRTY o e o . ?i%ulsfjg niculs 50| plels, 720} 1,100 Vo l_’:m fabs 1,700 | Pavs 2,00 | rava® 6o | pama 00|  1:000| 1,400 jne1,200 {f c})s. 1;’g§g
R i u : 703| 720 515 420 390 piiss 1280
PEPPER, +rvoereeessssessesrsanasssssassssrsisssasaness 3 50 165 955| 860 Y. v ags 60 { e
2,000 4,100 3,059| 2,263| 1,988 P
ATTPETEE, s oetannaneassassssesarsssarascaninans s DALS 3200| 7,600 4800| 3,800 [ B ¢ ' 4,196 37,006
. . - B 4.500( 6,000] ... 1
BARDATWOOD « voataut it tousseencrasarar e piouls 500 ... e |toms 270 . ' L3001 s 2,500 {%ﬁi‘ls’ggg
#* The
- The total salez for the year but not reported to the Chamber, may be estimated at 600,000 cases
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FORTNIGHTLY CURRENT QUOTATIONS

On London,| Private
quonaTIONs ol e
sight. sight.
Fortnight, ending 5th January, ....... 3/7% 374
Do,  do. 19th Janvary,....| 8/ 37}
Do., do. 2ndFebruary, .....- 361 37
Do., do. 16th February, .....|  3[6% 3/6§
Do., do.  2nd March, ......... 3/64 3/6%
Do,  do. 16th March, wo.|  8/68 3/63
Do, do. 30th March, ......... 3/6% 3/63
Do., do. 18th Aprilyeccuseuss | 363 868
Do,  do. 23rd April..co| 363 3/63
Do.,. do.  6th May,....oseeveens 3/7 3/7}
Do,  do. 20thMay .ol 3/68 3/64
Do., do.  3rd June, ....oererene 3/6% 3/63
Do, do. 17th June, woverienee|  3(63 3/6%
Do, do. st July,..ceccvneenn 3/6% 3/7
Do., do. 16th July,.ceceecnren 37 3/7%
Doy dor 59 File el BT 313
Do, do. 12th August, Sl 373
Do., do. 26th Angust, ..ol 3/63 37
Do., do. 10th SBeptember, ... 3(6% 363
Do., do. 24th September,.... 3/6% 3/63
Do,  do. 12th Octoberyme.....l  3/5% 3/5%
. Do, do. 26th Octoberyew... |  3J63 3/6
Do., do,  9th November,.....| 35§ 353
Do., do. 23rd November,......|  8/5} 3/6%
Do., do.  7th December,......  3/4F 3/5%
Do,  do. 2lst December,...... 3[4} 3/4}

Docu- On
e
sight, sight.
3178 Fes. 4.56
3/78 Fes. 4.58
373 Fes. 4.54
3/63 Fes. 4.51
~ 3/6% Fos. 451
3/63 Fes. 4.51
3/63 Fes. 461
3/6% Fes, 4.50
3/7 Fes, 4.52
374 Fos. .54
- 3/63 Fes., 4.51
37 Fcs. 4.52
37 Fes. 4.51
3/74 Fes. 4.52
373 | Fes. 454
3/7} Fes. 455
37} “Fes. 4.55
37} Fos. 452
/64 | Fos 447
3/6} Fos, 447
3/52 Fes, 4.42
3/6% Fos. 4.44
3/6 Fes. 4.43
8/58 Fes. 4.38
/54 Fes, 4.35
3/4% Fos. 4.31

DURING THE YEAR 1885.
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S

On On Gold
Bombay Caleutts Syce e Lext,
Demand: I)cmaﬁc;. R %{c)ﬁfgn Bg‘;s, Ii%%f’
* | touch. | touch.
2204 | Rs- 2201 8% 06 prem. | £ 94 prem. | $28.15 | $29.10
Rs- 2208 | Rs ¢
0} | Res 2201 B 0 ow | 82R15]$20.10
Res 2204 | Rs 2201 82 2 w1 $28.30 | §29.25
? 5 = -
Rs 220 :
: 4| Rs 220 I oo RS r $29.40 |,
Rs 220) | s 2201 81 i
s b £, , |$2868 ‘ $29.60 |-
¥ 2224 | Rs 2221 s & ow | 52870 J $29.60
2921 | Rs 2221 '
& 1 | Re 2221 8}, Ui ERERO) | $29.65
222 Rs- 2 7
5 29 73 SR | S HIT5 20 S U o
221 | Rs 221 -
‘R& : L 7.60., . o | 92980 |$29.85
Rs 220
cu Rs- 220 2.10,, T . 8290082995,
Be 223} | Rs- 2231 7.60., T . |$2855 32950
s W Lol |-
Re 220 | Rs 294 7.50 it 828 40"
50, Yo 40 | §29.35
e ol | B |
770, S NEIRE '329.40 .
Rs 225% | Re 2251 73 " !
R ! 3 . . |$28.40)$29350 61
B 99T 973 J
5 297¢ | Rs 227% i3 e B.v » 52825 82920
Rs. 2287 | Rs 228% 73, $28.15 | §29 ml
a1 LD . =
Re 2278 | Hs 2278 2 | |
. 070, ,, |$28.15 szg.mj-
Bs 2281 | Rs 2281 3 2. . %2815 [eng4g
Rs 2281 - 2281 7 . el
1| Bs 2284 7 1o . | $2835 | $29.50
- 3 1
Rg 2230 | Be 298§ Ta 1., . 32860 $2955!
Rs 928 | Rs 228 il 3 5| $29.95 |
5 3. . |828.85 %2995 .
228 Rs- 2238
e _ o o oo 82905 s2085
228 ; o
R; Rs 228 T T w8280 82090 -
295 5
5 | Bs 225 6.70,, 5 o [$28.90]%30.00!
Re 2221 | Rs 2221 : o
k- L Tar s P w 82910 $30.20 1
Rs 223 | Rs 223 8.20,, 11 529,91 331.00’




The International clearing house,
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THE POSTMASTER GENERAL'S REPORT,

‘Jevnral Post OFrIcE,

Hoxexoxa, January lst, 1886.

S1r,—I have the honour to report on the British Postal service in
Hongkong and China during 1885.

9. For several years past the Annual Report of this Department has

the absence of anything of importatce

been commenced with a remark on
been somewhat eventful.

to record. The year under review has, however,

3. The Money Order relations of this Colony have undergone a Very

marked extension. In the Postal R8port for 1878 the following passage

will be found :—

received for Money Orders on Continernital
Countries, the United States, &c., and though it would certainly not be worth while to
keep accounts with those countries for the sake of, perhaps, one order every three months
exchanged with each, yet such applications are always refused with regret.  1f there were
a sort of Intzrnational clearing-house, say at Berne, and it were understood that each
Tost Office shonld keep accounts with that clearing-house, and with that only, it would
then be not only possible, but also easy for every Union country to exchange Money

‘Orders with every other Union country.”

« Applications are not infrequently

4. To a very great extent the above sugwestion has been realised.
however, is not at Berne, but in London,

and the system of Through Money Orders (as they ave called) adopted

there has admitted this Colony to money order relations with nearly the
whole of the Continent of Europe, the United States, Canada, Bermuda,
the South and West African Colonies, Cyprus, Egypt, the Falkland Islands,
Honduras, the West Indies, Tceland, Madeira, Mauritius, Newfoundland,
Q. Helena, the Seychelles, and New Zealand. Chinese in New Zealand
gend mouney orders here ghrough London rather than not send them at all.
A money order exchange with France has been arranged by way of India,

adopted for the oxchange of money orders

and the same means has been
nge of

with Goa. In addition to these, conventions for the direct excha
orders have been entered into with Hawaii and North Borneo.

5. The following table shews the number of Through Money Orders

which have been forwarded by way of T.ondon since the system was com-

menced a year ago. It will he scen how impracticable it would be to

[ L
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1 . - - v b "
.nmntmn. a separate system with each country whilst the amount of business
is so small, and yet that the total amount remitted is not iﬁcons&démble

| Country, No. of Orders drawn.  Total amount of Orders.
Bl S eSS £ 15 1.1 5 |
BT e ok i 6 "9. 1‘ .
Penmark, e 6 ;?- - ;
(H v L e 1 2t 0. 0
CernTany SRRl 46 176. ]. 9
Holland e 2 8. 1 7' 11
JEENSTE o e A e o 1, 19‘ 11
Mauritios, ...ooooooennnns 1 4 O- 3
L e 1 2‘ 1?. 1
New Brunswick, ......... 1 5. 0‘ 0
e 2 2. 10’ 0
Bortueal s r 9. 18. 0
T T e o 5 24. 13‘ 3
United States of America, 22 . 83: 14:. 0
West Indies (British),... 1 5. O' 0

POTRL oo - 106 SERS0A NS S

6. The s.a,le of Postal Notes has kept up during the year. They are a
E;;a-t convenience at the smaller Ports, where Money Orders are not to b
. The steady decline in the ilve! :
3 value of silver has, however, i
some difficulty into the s i ‘ e
ystem. It is absolutely necess
notes for sale at a fixed rate of exchang i e a
xchange, which of course

2 : : must not b
Iﬁnm:le than a trifle above the rate of the day. But, whatever rate has be )
xed, exchange has always sli s ‘ e

i 3 pped down lower, thus necessitating £

re-adjustment of accounts and leading to mucl,l trouble ER

Ofﬁcz.h S;:l:e;;is ;r:;#etd ];he Postal Union, and a properly organised Post
Sk Nonp o a.Th angkok under the direction of H. R. H. Somdet
et Iimduw o Chow Fa.. Bha!.ntlrangse Swangwongse Krom
L . ongse Woradej, .Mmisrer of Posts and Telegraphs.
maint&ize ;?;e:;gnclsed f;gency of the Hongkong Post Office used to be

e Consulate General a cok .
were sold, and where a letter could be :':zr?;i:;" WThl?:e i:rniio:? St‘."ml?s
every way an improvement, and completes the chain of Pﬁ.st Oi;icjec: v::i:z

2




may now be said to encircle Asia, at least from Aden to Hakodate.© The
gra.élual opening of Corea has of course Jed to a considerable increase of

correspondence for that country. . i
8. Perhaps the event of the year most interesting to the public has
been the establishment of a Parcel Post with the United Kingdom and

several West Indian islands. This service is as yet in its infancy, but the

following figures will show that it is to be largely availed of :—

Qutward Parcels.

- ] ) e
: Numb Net Total declared | Postage aceruing
Date of Mail.i| ¢ Il?lz.l:egfs. weight. value, to _Colony.,
October 13, 42 74, | £ 54. 5. 0. £ 9.00
27 46 995, ] 91.19. 5. 10.90:
3 < 1
November 10,* 150 B 21087 | 292, 2. 6. 28.90
i 24, 109 156 5, A 105. 7.10. 21.60
December 8, 88 158 108.16. 6. 19.10
- 0 9L 15.90
5 22 68 EORET FOZ09
ToTAL,....| 503 827 1b, | £754.19. 2. £105.40

b Christ)ams_ and New Year Mail

Tnward Parcels.

Number Net Total declared Postage aceruing
London Date, | ¢ };:::'cels. weight. value. to Colony.
October 6, 102 208 th. £.92, 0. 0. $25.50
' Lo v 2k 21.90
s 20 106 176 104, 2. 2 -

Novembher 3 102 206 ,, 184. 9. 7. 24,70
. jirf e SR el 1418 607 48.30
PGy AT 502 936 Ib. £521.17. 4 £115.40

® Cliistmas and New Year Mail,

s

9. The contents of the parcels sent home have chiefly been these —
Bamboo-ware, beads, bronzes, cards, carvings, chinese ink, cigars, clothing,
curios, drapery, dolls, d’Oyleys, fans, ferns, fruit, handkerchiefs, insects,
jewellery, lace, lacquered-ware, manuscript, mats, needlework, patterns,
peppermint oil, photographs, pictures, pipes, porcelain, rugs, seeds, shells,
silks and gauze, silver, skins, sticks, tea, toys, watches,

The contents of parcels sent from home have been :—Accoutrements,
arms, books, cake, cards, clothing, cosmetics, cutlery, electro-plate, feathers,
flags, flowers, fruit, haberdashery, instraments, jewellery, labels, lace, lamps,
lamp-wick, leather, medals, medicine, millinery, musie, needlework, pat-
terns, perfumery, photographs, pictures, price lists, silk and velvet, sta-
tionery, table linen, telescopes, tops, watches.

10. The following table shows the number of Parcels despatched to

and from the various ports of China, all the rest were to and from
Hongkong:—

Outward Pareels. Inward Paireels.

S HE O H 99 192
Hoihow, .................
(CENARITY, snods sty 29 22
MIACT e T Jo
Bwatiow, e 8 3
NGyl e e 15 11
Eoochow, —o 0 ] 15 7
N 5> 0 SR —— 6 8
ETALE Do A0 10 11
Ho M. Bleot i oo, 26
Cataleme st s 182 280

11. This opportunity may perbaps be taken of explaining that a parcel
for China can be posted at any Post Office in the United Kingdom, at the
rate of 10d. a 1, au&.that it will be conveyed under Registration to, and
delivered free at any of the Ports named in the last paragraph, or that it can

be forwarded, at the sender’s risk, to any other place in China to which
there is communication.
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12. Tt is already evident that the inward Parcel system will lead to a
smmber of those false alarms about losses which are always being raised
from time to time about every kind of correspondence. The Parcel mail
leaves London only fortnightly, and even then comes out by way of Gibraltar.
Tt is quite possible therefore that a letter may arrive here nearly three
weeks before a parcel posted about the same time. Theaddressoe meanwhile
is convinced his parcel is lost. Except however by some casualty, such as
fire or shipwreck, there is no probability that any parcel will be lost.

18. The Money Order cxtensions and the Parcel Post system reviewed
above have of course added very considerably to the work of this De-
partment. On the other hand a proposal has been submitted to the
Imperial Post Office to lighten that work by the abolition of the present
complicated system of accounts kept between this Office and Tondon, The
Postal Union regulations have practically swept away all Postal Accounts
with other countries, but the old-fashioned system of accounts with London
has been retained. It has been pointed out that the difference between the
total balances for one year and another, even tuking extreme cases, does not
amount to £150, and that it would be cheaper for the Colony to pay that
sum annually than to keep elaborate accounts of a charge of twopence-half-
penny on this letter and sixpence on that. The question will, it is hoped,
be settled by the entire adoption of Union principles between the two offices.

14, The series of Postage Stamps in use has been re-arranged so as to
consist entirely of decimal values. The desirability of -having only one
issue of Stamps for both Postal and Revenue purposes has not been lost
sight of, but cerfain difficulties must be overcome before this can be

brought about.

15. Mr. Leiris, the senior clerk in this Office, retired on pension
after thirty-two years good service. Mr. Horeaison, Acting Assistant
Postmaster General, obtained an appointment in Corea before the return
from leave of absence of Mr. Travers, whom he had replaced, and the
Department was again left without Assistant. It is impossible to speak too
highly of the way in which the work was carried on during the interim by
Messrs. Rocma and Macmapo, who were entrugfed with the duty of
supervising the routine of the service. During this time a period of In-
ternational Statistics occurred (the month of May) the complicated details
of which were dealt with satisfactorily.

{

.16. An International Congress assembled at Lisbon in February last
for the purpose of revising, extending and perfecting what are now 4 ti
cally the postal arrangements of the world. It is impossible to Ia P::c .
the two ponderous volumes which record the proceedings of this cojfrerenW:
or even the revised Convention which formed its principal worl withou: ;
feeling of disappointment. Regulations are left that would ’Imve b j:
better abolished, whilst, of tho few changes that have been made, some ee'
of questionable utility. The entry of the Australian and Sou;h Afri:;z
Colonies into the Union seems little nearer than it was five years ago. The
?exatious and needless distinction between Printed and Commerci;I Pa ers
1s retained, as is a frivolous regulation for a compulsory exchange of s I;:i-
men Postage Stamps. The period of Statistics has been made to rI;cur
every three instead of two years, and this is a real boon. Moreover th
mtipnal system of multiplication advocated from the first by tﬁis Ofﬁc:
has l.)een adopted. The resalts of 28 days’ observations are to be multiplied
by 13, instead of wmultiplying a montl’s totals by 12. When five :Er)xa.ils
leave within the month it is obvious that on the latter system this Colon
would pay as for sixty mails in the year, whereas there ave but fiftv-two. i

17. The fee for Registry of Local correspondence has been reduced to
& cents, which, at present rates of exchange, is the same as the fee (;f 2d
charged at home for Registration. It is hoped that this increased facilit :
will tend to check the habit of forwarding bank notes in unregistered leizi:er;;y
Some years ago the Postal system of the United Kingdoino was serious!‘
deranged on account of the thousands of letters which arrived in Londoryl
ev:ary worning containing Postage Stamps. People advertised, Send
thirteen stamps for this; Send five shillings’ worth of stamps for tI;a.b A
sorter or postman who stole a bundle of letters at random ﬁas cerbai;l to
find several of them containing stamps. This Office has had to struggle
hard not to suffer in the same way from the persistence with which resid;glts
at the Ports, chiefly Canton and Swatow, will, in spite of all remonatra.ncéf;
pay their small bills here by means of bank notes sent in unrefristere;;
covers. Chinese do not steal bundles of letters at haphazard, the; select
those that feel tempting, and nufortunately it is not only or even chiefl
the people that enclose bank notes in letters who suffer, the correspondenci
of others is taken. At one time it seemed to be vapidly becorﬁing thé rule
that even a sample of calico or cloth put into a letter marked it for imme
diate theft, -
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18. The whole work of a Post Office is organised on the supposition
that ordinary letters will contain nothing of intrinsic or immediately con-
vertible value. If it were certain that every letter would contain & bank
note, each letier as posted would have to be entered on a list, and to be
recorded throughout its entire transit, just as a registered article is. The
number of officers employed would grow to that of a standing army. If
therefore a portion of the public will persist in throwing on the Post
Office a responsibility which it notifies on every oppottunity its organisation
Jdoes not enable it to accept, they must be left to take the consequences.

19. An endeavour has been made to establish three regular deliveries,
at 9,12, and 8. As steamers arrive here at any hours, a system of this
kind cannot be carried out very strictly, at least without a greatly increased
staff, but it answers fairly well for the slacker days when no eontract mails
arrive. It is unfortunate that, as a general rule, the postmen have to leave
for their afternoon rounds before the Canton steamer is in. They are not
back till late, and the half-dozen letters from Canton may not be distri-
buted till after dark. It is really impossible to make the whole arrange-
mentg of the Office depend 0'n this tiny handful of correspondence. Those
who may have felt aggrieved about Canton letters will perhaps accept this
explanation. During the war the inconvenience was particularly marked,
as it was never known whether the steamer was to be expected or not.

90). The Franco-chinese war was not a happy period in Postal matters.
The regular packet service to Shanghai was suspended, the mails being
carried by private ships which often started after a very short interval.
On one oceasion the Shanghai mail had to be sent up unsorted. Correspon-
Jdence for Formosa was forwarded with difficulty, and for considerable
periods not at all.  Pakhoi suffered from the same difficulties, but only for
o short while. The alarm of a blockade was raised at Swatow, and arran-
gements were in readiness to transport the mails overland. Fortunately
they were not called into requisition. Ningpo was blokaded during several

weeks.

91, The French packets now call at Kobé hoth on their upward and
downward passages, which much simplifies the conveyance of mails to that
Port. The mails for Japan were sent on with fair regularity throughout
the year, no serious detention for want of connecting steamers having

taken place.
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22. The attention of both the British and French Post Offices has
\bee.n-called to the inconvenience caused by the English and French m;ails
arx.-wmg, as they did during all the first half of the year, almost together
’l‘h.e remedy lay in the hands of the French Post Office, As the re grese :
tation to it was made by its own Ageunts, not by this office, it .is notpkum:rll;

what view has been taken of the subj :
: & ject, but the evil ! :
disappeared. ¢ il has for the present

23. Perhaps a more serious inconvenience to the community is the
frequent departure of the American mail on the same day as the mail for
Europe. This is a most unfortunate arrangement, and one that surel
ca,n.noi; be absolutely necessary. In the Post Office its results are very
trying. The verandahs and the windows are blocked up with Chines.z
Purchasing stamps and posting their letters, Europeans find it almost
impossible to get what they want, and, two days’ work being compres::d

(0] n‘e, ther [e]
]ll.j 0O nei h mal] can b desp&tch@d Wlth the de Ilab}e care 3:11(1
. !

24. The trans-Pacific steamers ceased for some weeks to bring mails
from S'a.n Francisco. The effect on the outward mails to that poi was
very marked; as far as the Chinese community is concerned corres 01:
de1.1ee almost ceased to be posted. It would seom to be certain 11);11&1-:
f}hmese have again discovered some way of smuggling tﬁeir correspondénc
into the United States, or else the vigilance of Cu.toms Officers has b. ;
relaxed. The outward mails for Sun Francisco are nothing like wha,t t:zn
‘.vere a year ago, No doubt the same numb@r of letters are sent, but théy
are sent othorwise than throngh the Post Office. The inward r,uails frori

San Francisco are at present being brought by the steamers of the 0. & O
Uo. only, the Pacific Mail steamer not bringing any. .

I have the honour to be,
Sir,
Your obedient Servant,

Arrrep LisTER,

Postmaster General.

The Honourable Freperick Stewart, LIL.D.,

Aeting Colanial Secretary.
&Cuy &, &,
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4. In the following Table, the total amount of tonnage arriving from

THE HARBOUR MASTER’S REPORT. Ports other than United Kingdom is compared for the two years 1884 and

1885.
Harpour DEPARTMENT,
' ‘ - Honeronag, 29th January, 1886. 1884. 1885. |Increase. Decrease.
Sir,—1 have the homour fo ‘forward the Annual Returns of this Foros:
\ Department for the year ending the 31st December, 1885. 3 Tons. Tons. Tons. TR
\ = .
‘ SHIPPING. i
| ‘
{ 9. There has been an increase under this hea,dmg over the previous - Australia and New Zealand, .. 92,345 107,347 15,002
| senting 496,700 tons; R British Columbig,eeeseereersvmvens|  oen 2918 | 2913
‘ year amounting in the aggr‘egate.to 339 vessels, repre g g i British North America, ......e. 884 3,133 2,249
1 this is shown by the following Table:— British North Borneo, -..cevvaees ; 3,891 3,933 42
! e Cape of Good Hope, +............ 1,418 162 1,256
} : o S Arlin R Coast of China and Formosa, ...| 8,357,805 | 3,490,112 | 132,307
; Years. Junks. Tons, |Steamers. Tons. i o ot e 170,948 259.8.0 88,572
I Continent of Euwpe. cotrererceo| L ATASAT 193,582 | 14,067
) 3,259,234 314 | 220,403 India and Singapore, . .....ccees 150,670 170‘,%31 20,161
1884, cooeo 23,473 {Eg';gﬁ’i e | wibian | haa | /=aviess oy e S el 214,067 | 238,529 | 19,462
1885, ecees | 23,674 | 1,797,225 s AR Javy and other Islands in the 23399 23 805 476
Indian Arclupe!ago,. ey 2 .
| 2 : 30 | 14,255 Macao, hesioeanntnesronrenn| 8551101 542,082 | 18es7al L.
| Trdronse: Dbji s 0N 1006284 PR SL08RIERaTE 5L : THTE Ko Ty 2,013 fossai L 378
i NOTEIRAG fico et e s 545 351 oo 194
' _ There has been a slight decrease m the total number of vessels and ghﬂ;ppmg Islands, dthG If 78,748 70,323 8,425
: orts in Hainan, and the Gu :
5 the a,mount of tonnage arviving from United Kingdom, though there hag of Bonquin, b A A } 82,004 98,401 | 16,397 ...
; ) ‘tish vessels under this heading. BugetiSound, ittt 1,193 o 1,193
| been an increase of British v Russia in Asia, .... s 4,682 4,682
i Sandwich Islands, . ;s 5,718 4 4,965 753
| b o Total. S e 84,789 | 94,559 | 9770| ...
South America, 461 801 340
! Years. United States, P T R PR P 91,542 10:}:,498 12,956
. Vessels.| Tons. | Vessels.| Tons. | Vessels. Tons.
‘; I ) Lotalcvsess.- 4,900,677 | 5,407,182 | 523,386 16 éSl
1884 148 | 213617 42 | 52,987 | 190 | 266,554 it G g i ’
#i
Ra s ey 155 | 223,808| 26 | 83,351 | 181 | 256,749 2
Increase, ...ooevnersnnianens 923,386
e 9,781 Deduct Docrease, «suiersesssssennsesiasencss 16,881
D ' 16 19,586 9 9,805 Total INCrease, -.i.scesesrrersenss-.. 506,505
BCIEASE, renarrsve oty .

A B
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l 5. There was a daily average arrival (leaving out decimals) of 65 Junks EXAMINATIONS FOR THE Posts oF MaSTERs, Mar T
\ ; L ] ' , Margs, avp Ex-
“ n:;’ezigr:ng 4,924 tons, 8 Steamers measuring 9,950 tons, and 1 Sailing vessel GINEERS UNDER SecrioN 15 oF Orbinance 8 op 1879.

o Xy _ or 1879

. ; 12. The following Table will show the number ot Candidntes who
‘ - Hl passed, and who failed in obtaining Certificates of Competenc
Junxks. ¥

_ i Rank. P
6. In arrivals and departures of Junks compared with 1884, there is g ASSED. | FATLED.
an increase of 371 Junks and 218,055 tons. o ORI RN | =
T Sy R N e v - N c
% : Onlyd e T i . 4
StEAM-LAUNCHES. . oG O S s S lg 5
7. On 3lst December 1885, there were 78 steam-launches with an
: approximate gross tonnage of 1,896 employed within the Harbour Limits. 33 12
7 These figures include private launches ?wned by individuals or Firms, as First Class Engineers, ...ccvuervunnen.
‘ well as the Government launches and licensed ferry boats. Second Class Engineers, e s s gg 3
| . R e 00 5
' EMIGRATION. ; o 5

8. 57,517 Chinese Emigrants left Hongkong during the year. This is
an increase of 6,270 on the previous year. The total number of ships em-

. s 3 :
ployed in this trade was 194, with a total tonnage of 804,068. rive Counts, TNpER Srerion 13 or OrpiNaNcE 8 ox 1879.

9. The a_.vera,ger number of ships per week leaving with Chinese 13. The following Courts have been held during the year:—
Emigrants was 3.73. The gieatest number of ships in any one week was
7. The average mumber of passengers in each ship was 296.47. The

greatest number of passengers in any one ship was 1,204, o

1. On the Qm_i March, 1885,—Inq:ziry as to the loss of the British '
Steam-ship Castello, Official No. 77,042 of London, on Flat |
Island, in the Tathong Channel near Hongkong, on the 16th
February, 1885. The Master’s (Jouny Epwin CHANDLER)

REGISTRY OF SHIPPING. Certificate of Competency was suspended for six months.

2. On the 22nd April, 1885,—Inquiry into certain .cha;;:ges of
Drunkenness and Refusal of Duty which Joszpr Jouyx Lrm
Master of the British Steam-ship De Bay, Official No. 82,900’
of London, preferred against Wirriam Cowens, First Engi-
neer and Henry OrAvEN, Second Engineer of the said ship.
The Certificate of Competency of Wirriam CowrNs was
suspended for six months and that of HENrY CRAVEN wWas
suspended for three months.

10. 10 vessels were registered during the year, and 16 Certificates of

Registry were cancelled.

Maring MagisTraTe’s CourT.

11. 111 Cases were heard in the Marine Magistrate's Court. Refusal
of duty and assault being the chief Offences.
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8. On the 11th June, 1885,—Inquiry into certa.m cha.rges of Tn- i
solence, Insubordma,tmn and Misconduct preferred against
Wirniam Dick, First Engineer of the British Steam—ship
Welcombe, Official No. 89,524 of London, by Wrrriam Rzer-
warp CorrizLp, the Master of said ship. The Certificate of
Competency of Winniam DicE, was suspended for three
months. »

4. On the 25th June, 1885,—Inquiry as to the stranding of the
British Steam-ship, Zafiro, Official No. 88,829 of Hougkong,
on Simplicia Rock, Rees Island, on the 5th April, 1885. The
Master’s (Roperr Tarsor) Certificate of Competency was
returned to him,

5. On the 17th July, 1885,—Inquiry as to the stranding of the |
British'Steam.-sﬁip- Welcombe, Official No. 89,524 of London, J|
on a rock near Fisher TIslands, _l?esca.dores,-on_ the 1st May, i
1885. The Master’s (WirLiam Rearvanp Corrienp) Certi- ‘
ficate of Competency was returned to him.

6. On the 12th November, 1885,—Inquiry into the assassination |
of Wineiay CATHERALL SYDER, the Master, and plundering
by Pirates, of the British Steam-ship Greyhound, Official
‘No. 81,647 of London, while on a voyage from Hongkong to
Ho;how, on the 17th October, 1885. No blame was attributa~
ble to any of the Officers of the ship. :

SEAMEN.

14. 8,328 Seamen were shipped at the Shipping Office during the
s year, and 8,910 digcharged. —I have, &c., %

R. MURRAY RUMSHY, Ret. Com., B.N.,
Aeting Harbour Master Je.

The Honourable F. Srewart, LL.D.,
Acting Colonial Secretary.
de., &y &e.






