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HDLES AXD IlEGULATIOXS. 

r. Tlmt tlw Soci(•ty he M.vled Tm,: Ho.NGKONG GENERAL CHA~BER 
OF ('O:IDfER('~:. 

Il. That the object of the Chamber shall be to watch over and protect 
the f{ flneral interests of Commerce, to collect information on all matt.ers of 
intereM to the .Mercantile Community, and to use every means within its 
P'lWer for the removal of evils, the redress of grievances, and the promotion 
of the c·ommon good; to communicate with Authorities and others th.ereupon; 
In form a <>ode of praetice, whereby the transaction of business may be 
:-implifiud and facilitated ; to receive references, and to arbitrate between 
tli~put.ltnts-the deeisions in such reference to be recorded for future guidance. 

lll. That all .Mcre:tntile Firms and persons enga!\'ed or interested in the 
Trade of Chirm shall be eligible for admi,;sion as Members in the manner 
hereafter desc·ribecl, and on payment of 850 for Firms, and $15 for single 
iuclh·idnals for the current year, and a like Annual Subscription, payable in 
advance OIL 1 E<t ,J an nary . 

I V. That candidates for admission proposed by one Member and seconded 
h.'' another shall be elected at the yearly Meeting by a majoritJ' of votes of 
the Members then present, or in the interval, by the Committee, subject to 
"onfirmatiou at the next ensuing General Meeting. 

V. That voting by Proxy, or by ~Iembers whose Subscriptions are in 
arrear, be not allowed, and tha.t not more than one Member of the same Firm · 
hP allowed to vote on the same occasion. 

VI. That in the absencP from the Colony of v,ll the Partners in a Firm, 
t111•ir Representative by Power of A t torney shaJl be entitled to vote. 

VII. That any Member may be expelled from the Chamber on the 
proposHion of the Committee commnnicated oto all the Members, and consi
df'recl at a G-eneral Meeting, provided that n'bt fewer than two-thirds of those 
pre~cnt vote for the expulsion. "' 

- fof , .. Ill. That anv number of l\!en1bers not less than IO shall be held to 
<·•ms titnte a General :i\ieeting called in conformity with the rules of the 
( 'hamber, whether yearly or special. 

• IX. That the Bnsines~ and Funds of the- Chamber be managed by a 
('ommittee of Nine Members, consisting of Chairman, Vice-Chairman and 
~"''<'n Members, to be elected anm1ally, a t the yearly General Meeting of 
rlw Chamher. Four tD form a quorum, and the Chairman in case of equality 
to h avp the casting vote in addition to his own. ·' 

X. That the Committee shall meet at least once a month, on such day 
u~ may be> fixed for the transaction of business, and at other times when 
'ummmwrl h.v the Chairman, or in his absence by the Vice-Chairman. The 
1"'•> 1·e,•cling~ ~o lw laid on the table for the in spection of M embers, subject to 
-..•••·l• l'<'~ndn11on~ a, thP Committee may deem expedient: In cases of the 

't: >n-at t c>JI(lanN' of tlw Chairm1tn or \'i ce-Chairman, a Chairmnn to be chosen 
h:· the Jl•·Jnhet ~ prP:;ent. 



( 8 ) 

X L Th:Lt in case of tL vac;~uq iu the Committee, it shall he filled up 
pro tempore by the Committee until the nex t General lVIeeting; and that 
they have the power to appoint a Sub-Committee from their own umnber for 
any purpose whatever. 

/1 
XIL That a paid Secretary be elected hy the Commit.tee, such election 

to be subject to confirm11tion at the next ensuing General Meeting. 

XIII. That the Annual General l\lleetinu of the Chamber !>hall be he ld 
· in the month of February (or a s soon thereaft~r aR may he found convenient) 

of each year; and that Special Meetings shall be called by the Chairman, or 
in his absence by the Vice-Chairman, on the requisition of any Five Members 
of the Chamber, to be held within ten days subsequent to the receipt of ~nch 
req u isi tiou. 

XIV. That. all important questions affecting the Trade of the Port, aml 
its Political or· Commercial rela tions with the Empire of China or with other 
States, may be discussed at the Yearly General Meeting or Svecial GenE-ral 
Meeting for that purpose convened, in the manner provided for by Rule XIII. 

XV. That the Committee be empowered to frame By-laws, which shall 
at once come into force, but must be presented for confirmation at tbll next 
ensuing G eneral Meeting of the Chamber; and being so confirmed, shall be 
equally binding with these Rules upon all Members. 

XVI. That the Funds of the Chamber shftll be paid into one of the 
BankR under a.¥ account to be opened by the Committee, and that all Cheqnes 
shall be ~igned by the S~Jcretary to the Chamber, cotwtersigned b~ the 
Chairman or Vice-Chairman, or in their absence by one of the Committee; 
tha t all disbursements shall be sanctioned by the Committee at their ordinary 
::Meetin"'s, and tha t an account shall be audited by two :Members of the 
Chamb~r a nd laid b efore the yearly G eneral Meeting . 

XVII. That a yearly Report of the proceedings, be prepared, and, after 
being approved at a General Meeting, printed and cirenlated. 

XVIII. That the above Rules be Rdded to or altered only by a majority 
of the Members of the Chamber present at a General Meeting , ten day~' 
notice having been given of the proposed alteration. 

XIX. That the foregoing Rules lfu printed, and an authenticated e<ipy , 
subscribed by each Member on admis~ion, be k ept as part of the records of the 

Chamber. 

I. The Office shall be open daily from Noon to 1.30 P.M. , when the 
Seerelary shall, be in attendance, and ready to communicate with any M ember 
requiring information or access to t he R ecords of the Chamber. 

II. The Secretary shall attend all M eotings (including those of the 
Arbitration Committee, if required), keep a journal of all proceedings, take 
charge ·of all documents, k eep the accounts of the Chamber, eollect Statitit,cs~ 
prepa re Sta tements of Trade, conclnei and keep copies of correspondence, a nd J 

a ttend to such other duties a s may be required by the Committc<.:, 

• • 

• 
0 

• • 
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Ill. All CommunictLtions shall be received and answered through the 
Chairman, Vice-Chairman, or Secretary. 

J;V. No documents belo~ging to ~he. Chamb.er shall be removed during 
Office hours, nor shall any mmute of 1ts proceedmgs be made public without 
an order of the Committee. • 

V. Notic.e of any proposi~ion or business to be laid before the yearly 
General Mee.tmg, or any Specml Meetin~, shall be given to the Secretary at 
least forty-mght hours before the Meetmg, who, iu the circular calling such 
Meeting, will state the business or proposition, and by whom to be brought 
forward. 

V~. The. ~eans to provide .a s_uitable Establishment, and to defray ex
penses. m addttlon to the Subscnptwns fixed by Rule 3, shall be raised in the 
f?llowmg manner:-By the sale of St:ttements of Trade, by fees on Arbitra
tiOn and References, by fees for certified copies of the Records and other 
D.ocm.nents .in th? Archives of the Chamber, and by voluntary gifts and con
tnbutl01~S e•.ther 111 money, maps, books, or anything which may be useful to 
the lnstltutwn. 

VII. The Committee ~hall appoint every year five from their number 
three of whom in .regular successi?n s~all be the Acting Committee, to decid~ 
on all cases submttted to the Arb1tratwn of the Chamber, whose functions 
shall continue so long as any business brought before them during their period 
of service is undecided. 

VIII. The Members of the Arbitration Committee shall ne entitled to a 
Fee of not less than $5, and not more than $20 each and the Chamber to a 
Fee (!n addition) of ~ot ~ess that $10, and not more than $100, on every case 
submttted to the arbJtrahon of the Chamber. The amount to be reo·ulated by 
the Arbitration Committee, according to the importance of the ca~e and the 
time occupied therein, subject to an appeal to the General Committee whose 
Jecision on the amount shall he final. ' 

IX. The Disputants in an Arbitration casB shall be held to guarantee 
the fees jointly and severally to the Chamber. •· 

X .. The At:bitration Committ~e ~hall ,:appoint its own Chairman and 
confine tts f~nctwns ~o cases whe~1 tts Intervention or advice is requested, and 
on no occas10n shall 1t proceed w1th ahy ease unless all the parties subscribe 
a Boml making the award a Rule of the Supreme Court. Printed forms of 
such Bonds legally prevared, shall be kept for the information of Members 
~ho m.ay have occasion to resort to the Chamber for Arbitration: and the 
Gommtttee shall not arbitrate up.on, !lo1·. take any cognizance of, any dispute 
whatever, unless one of the pa rties mterested therein be a Member of the 
Chamber. 

. XI. That in the event of any question as to the construction or npplica-. 
hon of these By-Laws, the G eneral Committee shall have power to decide 
tfhe .same, subm!t~ing the matter to the next Generall\lleeting of the Cb'amber 
or 1ts final deClSlOn. ;r 

• 
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SCALE OF COMMISSIONS AND BROKERAGE 
adopted by the Hongkong General Cltamber of Commerce, 

at the half-yearly Meeting held on Ap1·il 80th, 1872. 

COMMISSIONS. 

Purchasing or selling Tea, Raw Silk, and Cotton, ............. 3 per cent, . 
, any of above, if as returns for Goods sold, ............ 2!- , 
, or selling Opium, ...................... .............. .... 2 , 
, or selling all other Goods and Produce, Ships} 

5 anfl Real Estate, . .. . .. ...... .. .. .. . . . . . . .. . . .. . '' 
, and sei!ing Shares or Stocks, ......................... I , 

Inspecting Tea or Silk, ................................. . ............ I , 
Guaranteeing Sales, ................................................... 21- , 

, Remittances, ................................... .... ... I , 
Drawing or endorsing Bills of Exchange, ........... ............. 1 , 

, or negociating Bills of Exchange without recourse,. ! , 
Purchasing or realising Bullion or Bills of Exchange, ......... ! , 
Remitting the Proceeds of Bullion or Bills of Exchange, • .... • f , 
Paying and receiving Money in Current Account, . ... .••••.••. 1 , 

, Ship's Disbursements, .................. ..................... 2! , 
Collecting Freight, ................................................ .... 2! , 
Obtaining Freight or Charter, ............................. .. ..... ... 5 , 

, fJ or , and collecting same Freight, ... 6 , 
Adjusting Insurance Claims on Amount Recovered, ............ 2! , 
Effecting Insurance, on the Insured Amount, . ......... ......... i , 
Prosecuting or defending successfully Claims, either at Law t

5 or by Arbitration, ... . ................... .... ... ............... J '' 
Prosecuting or defending unsuccessfully, ......................... 2! , 
Managing Estates and collecting Rents, ......... ...... .. .......... 5 , 
Transhipping and forwarding Jewellery, and Bullion, ......... ! , 
Forwarding or transhipping C~trgo, .............................. . 1 , 
Transhipping or forwarding Opium, ................... ........ ... $2 per chest. 
Goods withdrawn or re-shipped, ,, .................... ............ ... ! Commission. 
Granting Letters of Credit, ...... ~' ................................... 1 per cent. 
For doing ship's business when no inward or outward Corn-} 20 cents per 

mission is earned, ... .. .. .. .. ......... .... ... . . . .. ....... ...... Register ton. 

The conversion into Hongkong currency of sterling freight inward to Hong· 
kong, payable in Hongkong, shall, unless otherwise stipulated, be made 
at the rate for Bank Bills on London payable on demand; and the rate 
ruling at the close of a mail shall be the rate applicable to such purpose 
during the subsequent week. 

BROKERAGES. 

Bills f'.nd Bullion, . .......... .................... k per cent. Payable 
Produce & General Merchandise, ............ i ,, , 
Fire Arms, .. ..................... .. ............ .. I~ , , 
For negociating and completing Charters} I 

and procuring Freight, . ...... .......... . " " 
Shares i per cent. on the amount of} 

:~~7~!, c.~~:~~i.~~ .~.~~~~. ::l .. t.~~ .. ~~~~~: Payable by both sides. 

by Seller. 
, 
" 

by Ship. 

JfiNUTES of the Yearly General Afeeting of the HoNGKONG 

GENERAL CHAMBER OF CoMMERCE, held on the 18th March, 

1886,for the purpose of 1·eceiving the Report of the Cornrnitee 

and passing the Secretm·y's Ac_countsfm· the yem· ending 31st 

December, 1885. 

Present:-

The Honourable W. KEswrcx (Chairman), Honourable P . RY&JE (Vice

Chairman), Hon. T. JAcxsoN, Messrs. E. H. M. HuNTINGTON, H. HoPPtus, 

A. P. MAcEWEN, H. L. DAL&YMPLE (Committee), G. de CuAMPEAux, L. 
PoESNECKE&, C. STIEBEL, G. SHARP, D. R. CRAWFORD, W. H. F. DARBY, 

H. P. TENNANT, M. GRoTE, H. W. DAVIS, A. McCoNACBIE, J. J. F&ANcrs, 

A. MclvE&, C. P . CuATE&, A. CoxoN, H. A. HERBE&T, an~ H. M. BAILY 

(Secretary). 

THE MINUTES. 

·The minutes of the last annual meeting and of the meetings held since 

were taken as read and were confirmed. 

The CuA.I&MA.N-Gentlemen, the repor~ which your Committee have 

now to submit, together with the printed c~rrespoildence which accompanies 
it, indicates, I think, very clearly the il.nportance of the subjects which 

have engaged the attention of the Vommittee. These matters have been 

probably of greater commercial importance than have usually been brought 

before the Chamber in one year. When we last met a war cloud cast its 

<ia.rk shadows over this part of the East and the feeling of uncertainty 

which prevailed as to what would happen-what would be the issue of the 

blockade of Formosa and of Pakhoi, the right of search exercised by the 

French men-of-war, and the general interruption of business which it was 
feared would be consequent 1>n the threatened e1tension of h-ostilities' to the 

Far North-rendered every one who had commercial relations here anxious 

as to the future. Fortunately before the year had far advanced these fears 
• ,W$'6 dispelled by the treaty of peace, and a war which was commenced, 

I believe, in a great measure through misunderstanding, accidentally, and 
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owing to a considerable amount of ignorance, was happily brought to an 

end. That treaty of peace could not but affect very materially the interests 
of this colony. There is a further treaty now in process of negotiation which 

it will be the duty of the Chamber to watch the terms of with care, and it 
is to be hoped that when that treaty is signed and before us we shall find 
in it much to approve of and that we may consider it will redound to the 
advantage of this Colony by increasing intercourse with the southern 
portion of China, and, let us hope, not in too exclusive a manner providing 
only for the advantages of the French people. Whatever the advantages 
may be that that treaty gives in the way of frontier commerce to France I 
think it should be the effort of this Chamber to· secure that this Colony 

shall also enjoy through the means of the waterways of the neighbouring 
province. Whatever advantages land transit between Tonquin and China 

may possess I think the waterways of the South should also enable us to 
obtain. Before leaving the subject of the war I think it well to remark 

upon what occurs to me as the advantage which China obtained by that war. 
It strikes me that nothing that has occurred during· the last quarter of a 
century has d~ne more to make China a nation, to produce a patriotic 
feeling amongst her people, and to bring into harmony with the ideas of 
the East those of China. We have seen already the development that has 
taken place in telegraphic communication. We must hope that the effect 
of the experience gained by China through the telegraph will be seen by 
and by in the greater enlightenment of the people and the introduction of 

more rapid means of comm'\lnication. Nothing will tend so much to the 
advantage of commerce in HonKkong, to the improvement of Hongkong 

as a city, to the increase of its revenue, now so important, as communication 
throughout the interior of China by ~eans of the opening of the water

ways and the establishment of railways, that our imports may re.a.ch the 
farthest side of China and her exports reach the sea board as cheaply as 
possible. There is also to be considei·ed in connection with the changG'B 
that have taken place since we last met the progress of British power on 

the other side of China. The addition of Burmah to the Indian Empire 
cannot fail, I think, to be productive of good, if only through China, her 
bound~ries bei'llg now those of .Western nations, being obliged to progress 

in concert with them. One of the other subjects that engaged the attention 
of the Chamber was that of direct telegraphic communication between this 
Colony and Singapore. This is a subject of considerable interest at any 
time, but in the event of a war with a European power no subject could 

• 
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possibly be of more interest and no work could possibly ne of more 

importance. I do not think that the suggestion that has been made that 
this Colony should out of its revenue contribute to the cost of-laying a cable 
or should contribute to a subsidy for it can well be entertained. The 
finances of the Colony, from my point of view, do not admit of it. There 
are other very important works requiring money. There is the water 
supply; we know not what it will cost; it will cost an unknown sum, I 
believe; but its advantages when completed we cannot deny. I believe 
when we get that water supply the industries of Hongkong will be largely 
extended, and the Chinese population, if they get a cheap water supply, 

will grow more rapidly than we can form any conceptio,n of. Quarantine 
is also a subject, as I think you are aware from the published statements 
that have appeared, that has engaged the attention of the Committee 
of the Chamber throughout the whole year, and I am sorry to say that 
even now it is not satisfactorily settled. I hope, however, as time goes on, 
if we peg away and keep advancing our own opinions and insist on having 
them attended to, we shall ultimately succeed. The obstruction to vessels 

rea.~hing Canton continues to be a serious hindrance to .~rade, and re
presentations on that subject have been continuous. So far nothing has 

been done towards removing the barriers which were placed in the river 
during the war, but from the latest information we have from Peking on the 

subject, and the constant efforts on the part of Her Majesty's Charge 
d'Affaires, it is hoped that they will be removed'. The other matters re
ferred to in the report I do not think require"any special remark from me, 
unless it be with regard to finance. Uufor~unatoly, gentlemen, the returns 
we obtain for the circular issued by the Onamber are not so complete and 
are not so accurately given as the 'secretary could wish. He has great 
difficulty in compiling the circular, and it is difficult to feel sure that in all 
cases the statistics are as correct as they ought to be. It would add very 
considerably to the value of the report and I think also increase its sale if 

members of the Chamber would try to give information more accurately 
and more fully than has been obt,aiued. On Reuter's telegraphic se1·vice 
about $400 are deficient for the year. The importance of Reuter's tele
grams is considerable, but unfortunately the way in which they are published 
renders the information accessible to a great many people just as readily as 
if they subscribed to the Chamber and obtained it in a legitimate way. 

, ,Tbe consequence is the subscriptions to Reuter's telegrams have fallen off 
and our receipts have suffered. The effect of all that is that our receipts 
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Jo not quite meet om· expenditure, anti though we have a deposit at our 
credit it will only require some five t:Jr six years at the present rate of ex

penditure for that to be absorbed. Gentlemen, I beg to move the adoption 
of the report and accounts. I have omitted to mention that the treaty 

between France and China. in June, 1885, and the correspondence behveen 
the Government and this Chamber on the subject, had not been printed 
when our report was issued, but it will now be published. I have omitted 
also to mention one subject referred to in the report, and that is the 
prorosed memorial to the late Sir HARRY PARKES. The Chamber has been 
addressed by gentlemen at home who have moved in the matter, and the 
Committee has addressed the Chamber of Commerce at Shanghai and als9 
the Chamber of Commerce at Yokohama with a view if possible of concerted 
action, and I hope something worthy of this community and of the commu
nities of Shangai and Yokohama will be done towards showing their appre
ciation of so valuable a public servant as we lost by the death of Sir HARRY 

PARKES. 

Hon. P. RYR.IE-Gentlemen, I beg to second the adoption of. the 
report and a~counts, and I do most cordially echo the sentiments of our 
Chairman with reference to the memorial to the late Sir HaRRY PARKES. 
If ever a man in the history of our intercourse with China deserved a me
morial it is the late lamented Minister, and I feel confident an appeal for 
this object to the commercial community of this Colony will be most libe

rally responded to. I ha;,e ~.lea.sure in seconding the motion. 

Carried unanimously. 

Mr. MAcEWEN-Mr. CHAiRMAN, I would say with reference to the 
remarks you have made regarding the proposed telegraphic communication 

between Hongkong and Singapore that I am somewhat disappointed that 
you were not able to take a more encouraging view of this, to my mind, most 

important matter. I will read a few extracts from the letter received from 
the Secretary of state for the Colonies, dated 13th January. He says-

My predecessor in his despakh No. 115 of lst May last stated that the Lords 
Commissioners of the Treasury were not prepared to recommend Parliament to grant any 
subsid.f for the purpose, and while, after careful consideration, I fully recognise the 
advantage, in a great degree political and commercial as \vell as military, of a. direct 
cable to Hongkong, and am willing that the proposal should be further considered, I am 
not satisfied that the Imperial interests· involved would justify the large annual outlay 
from Imperial funds necessary to provide even the half of the subsidy, amounting to 

£20,000, which the Eastern Extension Telegraph Company would require for laying , 

and maint:tining the proposed cable. 
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1 am not aware whether more favourable terms can be secured from this or any 
other Telegraph Company, but before inviting the Depa1·tments of Her Majesty's Govern· 
ment to consider the scheme afresh, I de~ire to learn whether the Hongkong Government 
would be prepared to contribute a substantial portion, say one-fourth, or one· third of the 

required subsidy. 

Well, sir, after reading that letter I put my~:~elf in communication with 
Mr. Du&RAN, the Agent of the ~ast.em Extension Telegraph Company 

here, who has been most courteous in forwarding the various messages this 
Chamber has recently had to send, and he very kindly said be would com
municate with his Board of Directors at home with a view to see whether 
some further reduction could not be obtained, and a few days later I 

received this let.ter from him, dated the 16th instaut:-

ReferJing to our conversation of last week, I have since been in communication 
with my Board, and I have represented to them the wishes of the Colony, the advantage 
to traffic by having a direct cable, and thP. views of the Colonial Office as indicated in a 
letter recently published here. I have asked them to make the lowest estimate of subsidy 
required to be paid to the Company so that no actual loss should result. The Secretary 
informs me that the matter has been reconsidered, and I am now able to infofln you that 
the Company are prepared to lay a direct cable between Singapore and Hongkon~ if a 
suhsi,dy of fifteen thousand pounds per annum is guaranteed for tweenty years. Please 
take an early opportunity of acquainting the Chamber of Commerce with t1he Board's offer. 

Now, sir, within a v~ry short time you se~ a reduction of 25 per cent is 
made upon the Company being applied to, and I must say I think if the 
Government of Hongkong would take the matter up in a vigorous manner, 
and consider it with the military and naval authorities here, and not allow 
the thing to slip by them in such an easy manner, within a very short 

space of tiwe we should see this most desirable cable laid. With reference 
to what you have said about the inability ~f the Colony to provide a sub
sidy, it is supposed, I think, that only a vet'y small amount would probably 

• be required, say perhaps .£1,000 or .£1,500 per annum, and I have reason 
not only to believe certain members of the Finance Committee would not 
object to this, but I am also certain that the Government· of the Straits 
w•ould also consent to give a small contribution, I think this matter could 
be put through, and I therefore hope that my friend Mr. JACKSON, as 
representing this Chamber's interests in the Legislature, at the next meeting 
of the Council will agitate this matter again and see if something cannot 
he done. Now, sir, with reference to the remarks you have made o~n the 
subject of quarantine, I think it will be admitted on all sides that this 
Chamber has done its utmost in this respect, and I do not see myself that 

,,ny further good will result from the Chamber continuing the correspon
dence. The correspondence speaks for itself, and I think it must be plain 
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to any impartial observer that the Government has a very feeble case, but 

I do most certainly think that the un-official members of the Council ought 

to continue to press the matter on the attention of the Government, more 

partic~larly with regard to the delay in the building of the lazaretto 

for the n'lception of patients on Stonecutters' Island. Upon publication of 

the letter of the Government dated the 4th instant, in reply to one from 

the Chamber dated the 25th January asking for information with reference 

to the building of this la.zeretto, I asked the Chairman of this Chamber 

and Mr. JAcKSON as to what state t.ba.t building was in, and I was inf<,rmed 

by them that they had every reason to believe that the building was almost 

completed. 

The CHAIRMAN-I said it was commenced and was being proceeded with. 

Mr. MAcEwEN-I understood from you it was near completion. 

The CHAIRMAN-It is only about a month ago since the plans were 

passed. 

Mr. MAcEwEN~I have no doubt whatever that the information I 

r eceived from· the Chairman and Mr. JA.cKSON was given on what they 
believed to be good authority. Well, I went over to Stonecutters' Island, 

and I found there were simply t.he bare foundations, laid in 1883, and not 

one stone or piece of wood bad been put in towards its cOtl]-pletion. · About 

a fortni ght ago, about the time this letter was written, a contractor was sent 

over, and I believe I am perfectly correct in sying that the plans were ouly 

submitted for final approval within the last few days. I informed the 
Chairman and Mr. JACKSON of this, and the Chairman very kindly put a 

question in Council yesterday; but ! think that instead of asking the 
Surveyor General when the building would be completed, it would perhaps 

have been more to the point to have asked why it was not completed long 
a.go, because it gave the Surveyor General an opportunity of giving what 

I consider a moet f eeble reply. He thro~s the whole of the responsibility 

of completing this most desirable building on a Chinese contractor. He 

says he feels the great est confidence that this individual will complete the 

buil<ling by the 1st July, because if be does not he is liable to a fine of $10 

a day. W ell now, I would like to know if that contract had been signed 

-w ben it ought to have been, say a year ago, and the buildings had been 

gone on with leisurely, what the difference in cost would have been between 

it and the building which is to be put up rapidly within three months. I tl:inlr 

t his a matter that might be enquired into. I have no hesitat ion whatever 

• • 

• • 

i n saying ibaJ it is <L Lli,~g t';\,ce that this state of affairs should exist and so 

mnch lttxi ty prevail in the Government departments of this Colony. Our 

G-overnors, our official~, bankers, ~tncl merchants, when speaking in public, 

hoast of our shipping aud of th is lieiug the second or third most important 

port in the world, and yet the only provision mitde for sick and dying 

patients sufl'ering- from contagious disease is half a dozen wretched matshed 

,, hanties not fit to put a sick pig into. 

Mr. F RANcts-TLe Health Officer declines to put patients into them. 

M: r. :rvhc EwEN-I was coming to that. As Mr. F RANC IS has said, the 

IT L':tlth Officer declines to lnnd passengers suffering from contagious disease 

iu(() tht,se m'ttsherls, and that was t.hc reason for the delay in the case of 

the Bt>ft,Hw, whiuh w:ts quamntiueu here for 17 days. I think the agents 

or owner;; of th1tt steamer hr.ve <t very fair claim for compensation against 

thtJ Uovernment. Well now, gentlemen, what is t he r emedy for that state 

of thiu;s:' I do uot expeet rnysdf that the building will be completed ·by 

t h·~ 1st July, so I would suggest the Government should charter a ship and 

lit her np as a hospital hulk. There are plenty of them lying idle in the 

summtn· months, and it would not cost very much. I believe t~yself that if 

the t·e were sufficient accommodation for patients the difficulty about this 

•JU.trantine question would be solved immediatf:ly, because I believe both 

th·~ nav<tl anrl mil_itary au thorities would then give way. As it is now, a 

~hip c•mws from Anwy ot· Swatow and may be quarantined for the whole of 

the sum mer aml never get out. I appeal to the common sense of the 
t 

nn-otlieinJ memhrrs, and <tsk them to really agitate this matter, and endeavour, 

it' Jl'Ssil,l.~ , to rid t.hi" Colony of what can ou~~ be regarded as a sentimental 

]'i(·l't' qf legishtion. Now, gentlemer., there is one other matter I would 

lil;,~ I·• (!raw yom· attention to and my only exuuse for doing so is that this 

i., th•' onl.v opporttmit,v <t member of the public has of drawing official 

:nt::ttiuu tu mat ters which are of munici1•al interest in t his Colony, and 
t 1nit is ;;auitatiun autl the Sanitary Board. Of late yea1·s a great amount. of 

,.,"llf'ral llissatisfftction has been expressed with the Sanitary Board. Com. 

Il 1iuts are freqnent.ly made, tLnd they receive I may say but little attention , 

in I It't it i'> not, in some instances, until the vitiated atmosphere of pollflted 

·li ·:id$ lut$ entereLl the hearth ai1d home of many a householder in this 
1 ·! •li,V aJHl eanseLl sad and irretrievahle havoc that this precious Sanitary 

t: ... ::·, l W,lkes up to ~L sense of its responsibili ties and duties and effeets the 
1•r tir.~ nh:<olutely ll('Ct'ssary. This I am sure is no cxaggenttt>d picture. 
1 ;nu :<nrc• tlwr._ arc man,v househol•lers who wottlll hc;u· me out. I l;nuw 

• 
• 

• 
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what the excuse is, that they have no money anu cannot uo anything untii 

Mr. CHADWICK's scheme and the waterworks a.1'e completed, but I am 

advised by medical authority, most competent authority, in this Colony, that 

certain measures might be taken to mitigate this evil, and I certainly think 

it a matter the un-.official members of the Council should inquire into. I 

think the constitution of the Board is radically wrong. The Surveyor 

General's department ought to be subservient to the Boa,rd, and therefore 

I cannot possibly see how the Surveyor General can retain a seat on that 

Board. Major DEMPSTER is also a member of the Board. He resides at 

Kowloon, and I feel perfectly certain that he would be very willing to resign. 

I think a.n experienced officer like Captain DEANE should be put in his 

place, and in addition I would strongly recommend that three entirely in

dependent members of the community, not connected with the Council, 

whether as official or un-official members, should be appointed to assist the 

Government and the Bt,ard. And if the Govemment have called in the aid 

of the military and naval authorities in the matter of quarantine, why not 

call them in the equally important matter of sanitation? I believe if Major

General CAMEROX could Le prevailed upon to accept a seat on that Board 

and were appointed Chairman of it within six moJlths we should see a very 

different state of affairs in this Colony. 
Mr. FRANcrs-I would ask permission, sir, to say a few words to the 

Chamber in support of what has fallen from Mr. 1\'hcEwEN with reference 

t.o the Sanitary Board. It seems to me that the only possible object with 

which the Surveyor Generaf and the mambers of the Police Force can be 

constituted members of thatilloard is to conceal their own neglect. They 

are the executive officers up;n wh<un the responsibility of carrying ont 

sanitary measmes fa lls, and the Sanitary Board ought to be phued in such 

a position and be so c..>nstituted that it could exercise an effective control 

over their action. It may be said that they are valuable members of the 

Bua1·d, beca.use they are in possession of all the information, but they 'tHe 

available as witnesses who might be called before the Board to give informa

tion, to make statements, submit plans, and all that sort of thing. They 

wou.!d be equally valuable to the Board in that way. The Board might 

approve of the recommeuda:tions or not, but the Sanitary Board ought to be 

constituted, as Mr. MAcEwEN has put it, of two or three independent 

members of the community, whether medical or otherwise,-should be so 

constituted as to exercise an effective control over the executive officer<; 

r esponsible for CtLrrying out measUl'es of srbnitation. "With reference to 

• 
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(1\llwantine, I lHtve made no special study of the subject, aud the only 

thing I have to suggest is whether it is not advisable to take into conside

ration what might be the efl'ect on British shipping and shipping generally 

frequenting thi~> port when they went to Spanish or other ports if there 

were no quarantine here. If a short detention here will save ships from a 

mueh longer detention after they have left here it might be worth while to 
<·onsider whether quarantine regulations as they now exist may not be 

henefici!tl. We have not to consider merely the local question; we have 

also to t<tke into consid:cration the fact that there are other ideas prevailing 

with reference to quarantine in otht>r places. There is one other matter 

whicl1, on prPcisely the sttme grounds on which Mr. MAcEWEN put it, I 

would vent.ure to call the attention of the Chamber to, and that is the 

yucstion now pending before the Council of the vote of £60,000 t.owards 

the completion and extension of the present fortificatiom:1. A~ the Council 

is constituted, with this secret Finance Committee, which is thoroughlv 

uuconstitutionai, nobody in the Colony knows at the-p~~seut.moment why the 

Finance Committee passed that vote. What the reasons submitted on behalf 

of the Government which induced them to do so were no one knows. 

Whether any member of Council had any reasons to urge in opposition or 

any su;;;estions to make no one !mows. The public is perfectly in the dark 

on the matter, and considering the history of these fortifications I would 

ventur~ to suggest to the Chamber, -;vhich is really the only representative 

body in Hongkong, that there should be some further consideration before 

the vote is carrieJ. I do not know with what ~bject our Chairman suggested 

the adjournment of the subject in the Cou~cil yesterday; it may have been 

with a view to some expression of op.inion on the point; but I do think the 

matto:>r nug-ht to be more fully considered and discu~sed. The original forti

fil'.utions were designed in 1878 by the Royal Engineers, approved by the 

lnsp.:ctor of Fortifications, and presumably by the military authorities, yet 

thc:~<J original fortifications would have been a "'rcat source of dano-er and t> 0 

wunhl have reqnired the whole of the garrison to protect them. New ones, 

•l.:.>igned in 1882, were substituted for them. There has been no great 

u·luucc in military scienco since that time, no alteration in the sys'!em ~f 
:'··fcn•:•ls, no alteration in the chamcter of the ordnance proposed to be put 

l'ltu them. Yet it is confessed these latter fortifications are absolutely in-
n·h•·tna.te to the · · f h I. d · · requuements o t e p ace an to· a suffit:tently vtgorou!f 
·l··l't•n,•e of the C 1 w 11 h · · . · o ony. e , t e new fort1ficatwns- have also been approved 
••L :111.1 we know qu 't 1 f 1 G · l e enoug 1 o t 10 way ovcrnment affaH'S at·e mana~e,{ 

• 
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to know that the next Officer commanding the Ropl Engineers who comes 

ont, or the next change in the Officer Commanding t he Troops, will intro

duce <t change in t.he consideration of these plans, probably a further change 

in the plans, and there is absolutely no finality in them. Now it may be 

right and proper-it is a question of calculation-it was right a;nd proper 

that the Colony should contribute £35,000, but when t he Colony is called 

upon to contribute another .£60,000 the question arises whether the in

terests at stake as compared wit.h the Imperial interests are worth it. But 
if this amount is to be contributed surely some c011ditions should be imposed 

which would enable the people out of whose pockets the money is to come

to know whether it has been properly and judiciously spent, or, like th~t 
already spent, absolutely wasted. The money alre-a,dy spent on these forti

fications, which have to be enlarged and alterecl, is jm;t as mu•;h thrown 

away as if it had been thrown into the sea. \Ve ma-y therefore fairly ask 

the un-official members of Couucil why they should not insist upon some 

precautions, some conditions, which would enable them to exercise a check 

on this expenditure anil prevent the money being wasted as in the past. 

The plans shoold be submitted to some compet.ent engineer selected by the 

Colony. They are submitted to the authorities !lit home, but we know 

what they are. Their only object is to save money ana got ~• reputat.ion 
for economy; they don't trouble theix heads whether the fortifications (tre 

effective or not. Some person on behalf of the Colony should he RllOwild 

t o investigate and repOl't upon them. And then there should be some 
security that while these fortifications and works are being constructell 

there should not be a change,,in the staff by whom they are ca.rried out, 

that at least the Officer commat{ding the Roy:tl Engineers, or at least the 

principal officer to whom the const;·~1ctiot: is eut.rusted, should not be 

changecl every two or three years, but that some one man should be· 

thoroughly instructed as to what is required and le.ft to- carry out the plans. 

In connection with that I would also ask permissiou to call the attention 

of the Chamber to the question of t-he Finance Committee. Up to 1872 

no such body existed. It was some suggestion of Sir A:&THUR KENNEDY's 

whicq, caused the institution of this secret Finance Committee. Mr. 

0'1\'fALLEY has told me more than once thrut he has stated it as his decided 

opinion that it is thoroughly unconstitutional; it is opposed to the insti'Uc· 

tions and to the charter of the· Colony, and he himself absolutely refused 

to be present at or take part in its discussions, except on one occasiot~r,., 

when hl' felt he was in loy:tlty bound to attend. The result of that Finance 
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Uunuuittec is that tlw community i:; entirely depriveJ of all knowledge of 

the ~ronuJ,; on which their mouey is spent, and the officiu.ls of the Colony 
are enalJlt:,l to cover over all their deficiencies, delinquencies, and mistakes 

mH1er the shallow of the sect·ecy attending the proceedings of that Com
mittee. The whole of the financial business of the Colony is conducted in 

l'CCi'et aml the public is deprived of any means of knowing what is being 

done. I do think one of the very first steps th<1.t ought to be taken by 

this Chamber and the community to make their representatives in the 

J,cgislative Cuun~il powerful fur good would be to get the sect·et Committee 
abolished and return to the old plan by which all questions of money, great 

or small, were discussed in the Council and every person had an opportunity 

of forming his own opinion whether the expenditure was wanted. 

Hon. P. RY:&IR-With ref1~1·ence to the remarks of Mr. F:&ANCIS, as a 

)1eml•er of Council I may stty I certainly agree with him generally about 

the Fina,uce Committee. When that Committee was formed it was not 

intended, as far as I recollect, to perform the functions it now does. It 

arose out of a protest of my own addressed to the Government at home. 
' The t.heu Aetiug Colouia.I Secretary violently opposed the idea that the 

un-official members should meet privately and discuss the Estimates and on 

t h:1t ground it was suggested a Finance Committee should be established, 

hnl it was nm'er intenued that Finance Committee should sit with closed 

,J,lOrs. 'l'he remt·l1y I would suggest is that the rep01·ters of the Press 

should Le presPnt at its meetings. That the C1ommittee is a good institution 

I nmintaiu, as it gives to the members a full opportunity of discussing· 

\"olt':> for money when the heads of depar~uents for which the money is to 

l,e voterl eau be present. I think !t would be a mistake to abolish the 

l!inan•··· CommiLtee . 

:Mr. FRA.NCis-That is the only thing I ask for-publicity-not the 

,.holition of the Finance Committee as such. 

1\:Ir. MAcEwEN-Have the un-official members expressed the opinion 
yun mcntiour 

H•m. P. RYRIE-I have proposed it more than once. 

'l'hl• Cu.uR:.tAN-Gentlemen, as a member of the Legislative Council 

llll<la,; a memhe1· of the Finance Committee I think I should make a remark 

•"1'"1 wo in connection with this interest in(}' discussion and the valuable remarks 
" wl.!.·lt h:wc l>l'On made. I certainly think that the Finance Committee does 
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more in its pt·esent form thoroughly and minutely to understand the 

bearings of matters conuecteJ with the expenditure of the Colony that come 

before it than if it met more or less as a public bo<ly with reporters pres~nt, 

and when every remark and ~very question, however trivial, but still 

important as eliciting inform:ttion, woulu be taken down and reported. I 

think, however, it is importltnt that the proceedings of the Finance Com

mittee, which is termed a secret Committee- -! think wrongly-when its 

report is bronght before the Legislative Council, should not be received in si

lence and si m ply voted. Of course this is not necessary for ti.tembers who have 

sat in private to discuss a question and have more o1· less settled it, but the 

community would obtain more information if a pmctice were introduced to 

have the matter more fully discussed than is the custom at present. As 

regards the working, of the Finance Committee as it is at p1·eseut, however, 

I a~n sure the comlllunity is well served, that nothing is allowed to escape 

that body, ;tnd that no expenditure that can possibly be saved to the Colony 

is allowed to be passed. 
Hon. T. JA.cKSON- Mr. CUA.IRMAN, with reference to what my friend 

the learned Queen's Counsel has said with regard to the fort.ifications, I 

hardly think his remarks ought to be allowed to pass without some com

ment. I do not think tbe Chamber of Commerce, as a public body, has 

any right to ask for anything impossible to get, and I can imagine no more 

ridiculous request on behalf of this Chamber 01· of the uu-oflicial members 

of Council tlian that we should get a man to supervise the work of the 

officer commanding the Royal' Engineers. I t:!Onsider it is an insult. Even 

making consideral,le allowance,;; for short-comings, it i s a very direct and 

grave insult. It ought to be borne in mind that the conditions of things 

have been shifting, not merely from year to year but from month to mon th, and 

the plans considered suitable in J !tnuary have to be changed in March. I 
remember myself that when the fortifications were being pushed on rapidly 

telegrams were received which showed tha.t in consequence of a very great 

and radical change in quick firing guns a ba.ttery which before that change 

had been deemed sufficient would by that change in modern quick firing 

guns be rendered not nearly so formidable. Changes of that kind have 

forced themselves on the military authorities, and I think they were justified 

not only in changing the plans 1ut also in taking a reasonable time to 

consider them. "With reference to the Finance Committee, I must say I 
agree with the r emarks that fell from the Chairman, and that it would "be., 

impossible to give the same careful consideration to questions in Council 
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tlu~t we give to them in Finance Committee. Our tongues ftl'e loosened 

there. We can ask what questions we like, and though perhaps we 

have not very good grounds to go ou we can throw out feelers and elicit 

information which it would be impossible to do if we were discussing these 

things iu Conneil ;~nd reportPrs were present. I think when the decision 

<)f the Finance Committee on important matters such as .this vote of 

£60;000 for fort.ifieatious has been mentioned in open Council it would be 

advisable that some member should make a short statement of the reasons 

that adua.ted it in coming to that decision. I think that woulu entirely 

meet the case. I think with the Chairman it is perhaps not giving the 

matter the importance it deserves to pass it by without remark, but with 

th!-! Finance Committee as now constituted, and the addition I suggest of 

alluding briefly to the reasons which actuate it in coming to its deci!lions, 

the machinery of Govet•nment as it is at present works well. With regard 

to quarantine I must say I was much disiLppointed to hear from Mr. 
MacEwEN that he had been over to Stonecutters' Island and had found 

that nothing had been done towards the lazaretto wich is so urgently 

required :~nd for which a vote was passed some time ago. ol eau imagine 

nothing more fe1wful than tht·ee or four hundred cholera patients lying in 

ships and a typhoon coming on and no place where they could be taken in 

on shore: And the matsht>ds that are there, thol1gh perhaJ'S admirably 

adapted for fine weather, would perhaps not meet the case. I was much 

surprised to hear the H ealth Officer would not place patients iuto th,se 

matl;heds. I quite agree with him it was 'right not to do so, but I was 

o;nrprised t.hat he, holding those opinions, j.lad not made the proper autho

riti<>s acquainted with the fact that }le wa; taking up such a strong position 

nn the point, and I feel sure that if he had something would have been 

•lom• snonf'r. 

Mr. MAcEWEN-His opinion was never asked. 

Hon. T. JACKSON-As an officer of the Government he ought to have 

~i\'t'll it, whet•her asked or not. 

1\lr. FltANcis-He absolu tely refuses to place pa tients in the sheds. 
• 

Hon. T .• L'o.CKSON- I would also remark, Mr. CHA.IRMAN, that I think 

tit•• lllt-ml,,~rs of this Chamber would do a great deal of public good if they 

wonlol frnm tim e to time avail themselves of their privilege. to make sug

.. • ~··~tinn~. I think, wit.h one or two exceptions, they do not help the Chamber 
Ill lh··l · · · · ~ t Thun . l . l . h h" a· ' · ··.• come 10re once or tw tee a year, an( w1s t 1s 11scussed 
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~~ml tbat J.iscussed, and though S<Jme remarks nm<le t o-thy are a l ittle 

wild I can not help thinking that on the whole thl'y vrill do good . ·wit.h 

tef{arJ to a teleg raphic ea,hle between here an tl Sing<tpore I <tm stue yon 

wonld all like t•J see a eahle laitl for many rcas .1ns. \V e would hftve quicker 

communicat ion with Singapore. When thr matter came up there was a 

un iversal desire something should he done, hm in the presen t state of the 

fiua.nce:> of the Colony it r equ ires a brave man intlre.l to reeommen,1 a.ny 

:ad<lition t o tbe expenditure. At the same time if for£ l ,200 or £ 1 ,.SDO a yea!' 

we <:ould secnre a dit·ect ca.hle to Singapore I would he inclineJ to vote it. 

Hon. P . RYRIE-As to pro1'er accommo<htion fnr quarantine pati<>nts 

I may s:ty we lived in matf'he.ls on Shameen for years. I am sorry ln 

(li~:tgree with my friend as to the <huger t.o matshe.ls from ty['hnons. 

Once when I went to Canton, I passed through a typhoon, a111l whe:u wo 

got to Canton, I went to live in a matshed which bad withstood the typhonn; 

;t[tbough Canton bad suffered, and about twenty tlwuscttHl pl.'r:>ons were 

d rowned on the l'iver. Matsheds c:tn he nuule to withst1tnd typhoons. 

Mr. SHARP-I think a temporary shed mighL l,e ma•le as strong as a 

hrid> house, the way Chinese have of tying timber together with haml,oo 

lashing. If the timber is of sufficient lH11ly the shed might \le made as 

strong as any ship. T hen with regard t o conhtgious tlist'ases the all vantage 

of a matshed is manifest : the 1111ttting can be burned, while the ,;p;trs ean 

he passed tbro11gh a fire and they are then fit to be uscrl r.gain. 'l'hP. 

advantage of such a strnct ure is that it mtn he destroyed withont much los~ 

of money. · Then the wet season is approaching aU\l <t building wlJich is 

put up in May and June will certai1~ly not he fit fur occupation by the 

lst July, Therefore there can be no reason why a moderate ltiDOtlllt should. 

not he immediately expended on temporn,ry structures which can be put up 

iu a month. I shall never forget the suffering I witnessed in the ha1·bour 

of Sydney. A Hongkong steall)er was quarantined tbe1·e for I think 

l•etwE'en t.wo and three months, and t.he misery which there ensnerl from 

th1l eoufiuement of sick patients was fearful. There is nothing so valuablu 

as pleut.y of space and air and opportunities of locomotion, which cannot 

he obhtincd on bo:u·d sh ip. I therefore Lhink with M t-. RYRIE that a tem· 

l'orury structur.e would be preferable to a hospital ship. W c are coming 

fast to the belief tlHLt hospita.ls an ought to be temporary. St. Thomas's 

Hospitals may be very fine, but the way to cure patients is by cottage · 

hospitah;-llmtshcJ~ of a ::;trPug character to r<l:lis t <L blow. 

• .. 

,· ') :-) ) 
' - · 

The CSAIRMAN- 1 should mention in connection with this yuestion of 

a lazaretto on Stonecutters' Island that I was invited by the Government 

to inspect the plans and to be present as a. member of the Board when the 

plans were under conside:ation and when they were adopted. I know that 

the delay which has taken place has been mainly due to the consideration 

of the best form of laza.retto. I do not know when the subject was first 

brought up, probably more than twelve months ago, but I have it on the 

best a.uthority the delay was solely in consequence of a difference of opinion 

as to whether struct.ures of a temporary character such as described by 

Mr. SHARP or a more permanent building should be erected. The decision 

arrived at was that a building of a permanent character should be constructed 

as early as possible, and that a site fully prepared on which matsheds 

eould quickly be erected should also be provided, and I have no doubt 

myself there will be suitable matsheds upon a properly prepared site in 

the event of any emergency. The old matsheds that are there I cannot 

suppose are intended for use again. After the description I have heard of 

them and the decision of the Health Officer I do not for a moment suppose 

the Executive contemplate putting patients into them. I hll.ve no doubt 

the Executive will take care there is ample accommodation and in good time. 

Hon. P . RYRIE-A matshed is only intended to last for a year. 

Mr. SH.!.RP- At Bombay when I was there Sir BARTLE FRERE was 

the only one living in a brick house on Malabar Hill; all the others lived 
1 

in ma.tsheds. 
l 

Hon. P. RYltn~-They are proper mah heds. 
" 

You should get them 

from Gant tm. 

NE W :M EMDERS. 

The CHAIRMAN-Since our last meeting the Union Insurance Society 

of Canton, the Scottish Oriental Steam Navigation Company, and , Mr. 

I.nuts l\hNDEL have been elected members of the Chamber, but their 

••h•c•ticln requires confirmation. I propose that it be confirmed. 

• • 
• Hon. P. RYR.IE i'leeonded . 

CarriP.d un;mimousl.v. 

• 
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ELECTION OF CHAIRMAN AND COl\LVIITTEE. 

The CaAIRlliA.N-The next business is to elect the Committee and 

a,ppoint a Chairman and Vice-Chairman. It will save tt·ouble if I mention 

Umt my name h ad better not be put on the list, and Mr. JAcKSON wishes 

the same, as we shall both be out of the Colony before long. I may state 

that when Mr. FoitnEs left the Colony Mr. H u NTINGTON was appointed in 

his place on the Committee, and in the same way when Mr. MACKINTOSH 

left Mr. ScoTT was appointed in his place. 

A ballot was then taken for the Committee, and the result of the voting 

was announced as follows :-Mr. MAcEwEN, 22; Mr. HoPPius, 21; Hon. 

P. RYRIE, 20; Mr. ScoTT, 20; Mr. HuNTINGTON, 20; Mr. DALRYMPLE, 

12; Mr. PoESNECKER, 11; Mr. DARBY, ll; M1-. G&oTE 10. 

The CHA.IRMAN - These are the nine names with the highest number of 

votes, aud these gentlemen will form the Committee for the present year. 

Mr. FRANCIS - I lwg to prop0se Mr. RY.R.IE as Chairman and Mr. 

MAcEwEN ad Vice-Chairman fm the year. 

Hon. 'l'. JACKSON- I have much pleasure in seconding that. 

Carried unanimously. 

Hon. P . RYRIE-Gentlemen, I tha nk you for the honour you have 

done me, but I would rather ha.ve seen my friend Mr. MAcEwEN in· the 
> 

chair, but as he is not a rr:.ember of the Council-though I hope to see him 

so some day- perhaps it wo\\ld be better for communication with the 

Government that I should take it. 

Mr. MAcEwEN-With reference to what our new Chairma n has said, I 

shall be happy to act as his Vice ; in fact I would have refused to accP-pt 

the other position. After Mr. RYRIE's ma ny years' experience you cannot 

have a bettet· Chairman than be. 

A vote of tb~nks to the Chairman, ac:corded on the motion of Mr. 

MAv iEII"EN, d,>se,1 the proeeedin~s. 

Rep01·t vj the Committee ~f t!te HnNGKOXG GE~rmAL CHA:\rBER 

OF CoMMERCE, fm· the Yea1· ending 31st Decembe1·, 1885, 

presented to the M embers at the General }Jeeting held on 

Thursday, the 18th March, 1886. 

Telegraph Convention, Berlin 1885. 

A Communication wa' rrceived hy the Committee in tiH' early part uf 

tl1e year, from the Chairman of the Bombay Chamber of Commerce, stating· 

that it was apprehended t,hat an at tempt would be maue at the forthcoming· 

Convention- subsequently h eld at Berlin in Aug·ust last--to chang-e the 

conditions upon which Code Teleg-rams were accep-ted under existing· ru les, 

and forwarding· copy of a letter addressed by the BomlJay C!Jhamber to the 

<lovernmeut of India, protesting· ag-ainst any alteration in the regulations. 

The Uon.bay Chamber was informed that your Committee entirely 

t·oncurred in the views expressed in their letter, copy of which was forwarded 

l.y your ( 'ommittee to His Excellency Governor Sir G. F. BowEN with a 

c·t~vr riug· lettPr supporting· the objections rais~d to the atloption of any new 

rniPs. 

Your Committee's representations ""ere' communicated to the Postmaster 

C IPnrral in London, who replied t:nat there was no intention, as far as his 

ll••partment. wa~ concerned, to materially change the condi tions under which 

t 'ode T,·h·g·rams are accepted. (Appendix A). 

The late Sir Harry Parkes. 

In :wcordance with the resolution which was unanimously passed by 

th•• ~l 1•mher;; at the Annual General ~feeting· held on ~7th 1\lat·ch ultimo, a 

j,.,,,,r E'XJH'f·~sing· the reg-ret felt by the 1\Iembers of the Chamber at th~ death 

•·t :'ir liA tUt\" PAnKES, late Her Maj~.>sty's Envoy Extraordi~ary and 

'litli<!••r Plenipotentiary at Peking-, and their sense ofthe loss H et• M~esty';; 
• 

1 :.,r··rnm•' nt ami the Country had sustained thereb\', W<lS a ·idressed to Her 
'l.·i··-· ··~ ~.. . . . . . . . . . . : · d)cret,u-' of State for Forrtg·n Afl:1trs. (Appeud1x IJ). 
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Chinese Passenger Act, 1855, and Additional 

burdens on British Shipping. 

It will be remembered that considerable corre~pondence took place on 

this subject last year. 

Since presenting· their last Report, your Committee have pleasure in 

stating· that a letter from the Colonial Secretary was received on the :?7th 

March, in which it is stated that tbe Secretary of State for the Colonies 

approved of the licence fee of \!i5 being retained, and that he consid-ers that 

under Ordinance 5 of 1876, a further licence is not required, when a ship 

provided with a licence ut the orig·inal port of departure calls on her voyag·e 

at a s~cond port to take in passengers. (Appendix C). 

Proposed direct Telegraphic Communication 

between Hongkong· and Singapore. 

The desirabilitY of having a dit•ect cable under Eno:lish control connect·· 
1 • c• 

ing this Colony and Singapore, was very forcibly urg·ed during· the discussion 

which took place at the last Annual General Meeting of thr Chambet•. and 

a strong resolution in favour of the scheme was subsequent!~, passed i.n the 

J,eg·islative Council of Hongkong. 

By the courtesy of the local Superintrndent of the Rlstrrn Extension 

Australasia und China 'l'elegt·aph Company, copies of tbe resolution were 

forwarded, free of cost to the,. Chamber, to the Sing·a:pore nod London 

Chambers of Commerce, the latt~r beinr· also rt>questecl to urge the Imperial 

Government to support the scheme of a direct cable, by a subsidy. 

The project was warmly snppol'ted by the London Chamber, who at 

once addressed a letter to Earl GRANVILLB H er M~jesty's Secretury of State 

for Foreig·n Affairs, representing· the importance of securing direct telegra

phic communication under British control between the two Colonies, and 

recommending the matt-er to His Lordship's consideration. 

'l"he matter, your Committee understand, formed the subject of discussion 

in Imperial Parliament, but Her Mnje&ty's Government were not prepared 

to grant any ~ubsidy, and, so far, nothing has been done towards carrying· 

the scheme out. Copy of t.he Telegrams and Conespondence will be fou.'ld, 

in Appendix JJ. 

( :W ) 

Quarantine Regulations. 

The Quarantine Regulations of this Colony have ag·ain occupied much 

of the attention of your Committee during the past year. 

In April last, copy of a Despatch from the Secretary of St~te for the 

Colonies respecting Quarantine was forwarded by His Excellency Governor 

Sir G. F. Bow EN to the Committee, for the opinion of the Chamher on the 

subject. 

Your Committee, in t;eply, recommend('d the adoption of certain reg·u;

lations, which they considert:d would meet all requirements compatible with 

the due protection of the Colony from incursion of disease, the reg·ulations 

suggested being· of a similar nature to those prevailing in the United 

King·dom. 

Upon the publication, howeviJr, in the Government Gazette of the 27th 

.June, of new Reg·ulations, imposing· restrictions similar to those enforced in 

the previous year, your Committee addressed a strong· remonstrance to the 

Colonial Government, pointing· out how serious an injury ~vas caused to 

mercantile interests by the continuance of these restrictions-the burden of 

tlwm fa.lling entirely upon foreig·n as distinguished from native shipping~ 

tlte inntility and dang·er of the prnctice of Quarantine, and requesting the 

rpc•onsi,tm-ation of the mutter by the Colonial Government. The imperative 

Hec·cs~ity of providing· a permanent Lazaretto for the reception of Patients 

info>eted with Cholera in this Colony, which was forcibly insisted upon by 

the Chmnher in the previous yeat·, has ag·uin been repeatedly urged, and it 
' is understood the necessary accommodati8n is now being· provided. Ast 

nfter considerllble correspondence, t'he Executive declined to reconsider its 

dt>eision in the matter, your Committee deemed it necessary to appeal to. 

the :;rcretary of State for the Colonies for his decision. 

Copy of the correspondence was also forwarded to the London Chamber 

uf Commerce, with a request for its support. 

'l11e Committee reg·ret, however, that, notwithstanding· their strong 

r••presentations, and the fact that the theory and practice of Quarantine is 

l•inu•st universally condemned by the hig·hest medical authorities, the Secre

tnry of State has decided not to overrule the decision of the Colonial 
1-:-,.,.,,ntin•. . . 

f'up.v of the corrc~pondence will be found in Appendix E. 
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Chinese Emigration Laws of Hong·kong· 
and Singapo:re. 

Considet·able correspondence has taken place during· the year respecting 

the conflicting nature of the Chinese Emigt·at ion Laws of HorJg·kong· and 

Singapore. 

The Leg·islature of Sing·apore, which had hitherto recog·nised the law of 

th is Colony, ceased to do so; and several steamers, while carrying· no mm·e 

passeng·ers t han they were entitled to do under the reg·ubtions of this Colony 

fi·amed under the Authority of the Imperial Act 18 and l!) Vict. C. 10-i were, 

upon their arrival at Sing·npore, subjected to penalties for carrying passeugP.rs 

in excess of the number allowed by the reg·ulations c,f that Colony. 

Fpon this anomaly in the state of the law being made apparent, your 

Committee appealed to the local Government fur its a:;sistance towards 

obtaining the assimilation of the law of the two Colonies, with the result that 

an order in Council of tl1e Government of Siug·u.pore was suusequently 

published, assimilating· the Emigration Laws of that Colony with those of 

Hongkong. 

A clause, however, was embodied in that Order in Council recognising· 

the Gerrnan t·eg;ulations, which allowed many more passeuge1·s to be canied 

by steamers of that n ationality than are allowed to h e carried tn :British 

vessels of the same measurement, according to British law. 

Upon the proclamation ~f these New Regulations, which placed Dritisl1 

shipping· at such great disadvantage, your Committee immedia tely addressed 

H er ~1ajesty's Secretary of State for the Colonies, pointing· out the injust ice 

done to British interests, and requesting· a cancellation or suspension of tl1e 

Order in Council. 

Copy of their letter was also fin·warded to H er :Maj esty's Charg·e 

d'Affaires at P eking, and to the Singapore, Amoy, Foochow, and London 

Chambers of Commerce. 

The Order has been cancelled and a new Ot·der in Council substituted, 
~ 

to have effect fl'Om the 15th February, 188G. (Appendix Ji'). 

Obstructions to Navigation at the Treaty Ports .. 

As the entrance to the haruour of Tamsui remained blocked fer some 
'" 

time after the conclusion of the Treaty of Peuce betwe·en France and China, 

(M ) 

11 
tel<:'g'l'am was despatched by the Committee to H er Brittmnic Uajesty'H 

Charg·e d' Atfaires at Peking· on 23rd June pressing· fot· the immediate opend 

ing- of the Port. 

Mr. O'CoNoR, H er Majesty's Charge d' Atfaires, who had already been 

in communication with the Imperial Chinese Auth01•ities at Peking·, respect

ing· the obstructions at the Treaty Ports, again called their attention to the 

necessity fill' their removal, and telegTaphic orders for the prompt removal 

of all obstt·,~c tions at the Treaty Ports were i_ssued by the authorities. 

In Aug-nst !:1st it was brought to the notice of the Committee that 

nothing· had been done to remove the obstructions which h ad been placed in 

tlw Canton lliver at Whampoa during the Franco-Chinese embt·oglio; and 

that stenmers wete thereby prevented from proceeding further up the river, 

to Shnmeen. This was a source of considerable loss to steamers throug·h 

1
\elny, :md of risk and expense in the transportation of cargo betweeu 

Whampoa and Canton. 

H er Britannic i\J ajesty's Charg·e d' Atfaires was ag·ain requested h,v the 

Committee to urg·e upon the Chinese Authorities g·reater expet'lition in their 

rt'lllOVal. 

:\lr. O'CoNoR broug·ht the matter to the notice of the Prince aud 

?.1 iuisters of' the Tsnng·li Yamen, who adrlressed a further communication to 

tlw Governor-Generr.l at Canton, calling upon him to con~ider the arrang·~>

ments for removing the obstructions. No prac~ical steps, however, have yet 

hPf'n takl'n to r~>move them; the condition of the river remains much the 

QUill!' as before, a.nrl nn·ther representations }l~ve been made. (Appendix G) 

Proposed Congress of Cham be1•s of Commerce 

of the Empire-1886. 

'l'hi8 Chamber has been invited to participate in a Cong-re-Ss of the whole 

,fth•' C'haml)f'rs of Commerce of the Brit.ish Empire to be held in London 

1:1 1 ~"li, in •·onjunction with the Indian and Colonial Exhibition. 

'l'h•• Chamher was also inviterl by the London Chamber of Commerce, 

1" l: .. :nillU!P a rPprcsentative, who, when in London, should be at liberty to 

'' ''·t . .! tilt> lll •mt hly meeting·s of the Council of the London Chamber ofCom-

1 • •c• · ''' 'h .. 'J'"•·ial l,,- accr<•ditc<l reurc~<>ntative of this Chamber. 
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Both 'these invitations have been accepted by your Committee, and the 

tlonourable W. KESWICK, your Chairman, was unanimously elected to 

represent this Chamber both at the forthcoming Congress, and at the Council 

Meetings of the London Chamber. 

The o~ject anci scope of the deliberations of the Congress, which it is 

:proposed should meet in July 1886, will be gathered from the correspondence. 

A considerable number of Chambers of Commerce have sig·nified their 

intention to take part in the Congress, among which are: The Boa1·ds of 

"'l'rade of Montreal and Toronto; the Chamber of Manuta~tHres of Adelaide, 
' ' 

the Chambers of Commerce of Sydney, Wellington, Dunedin, Napier, 

Bombay, Madras, Ceylon, Port Elizabeth, Rangoon, Singapore, Barbadoes, 

.and the British Chamber of Commerce at Paris. (Appendix H). 

Permits for landing Cargo at night in Hongkong. 

In July last an Advertisement and Circular letter wl:lre issued by the 

Captain Supe~intendent of Police in this Colony, in which it was stnted that 

it was proposed to discontinue the issue of general permits for landing cargo 

at night, and that special application for permission to do so should in future 

be made, with regard to particular steamers, to the I uspector on Duty tl.t 

the Central Police Station. 

The Committee, being of opinion that such a restriction constituted art 

interference with the.freedom.ofthe Port, and would be productive of serious 

inconvenience to Shipping, adcR:essed the local Government on the !'uhject, 

and were informed, in reply, that no p~rmits for landing or shipping carg·o 

would thereafter be required. (Appendix I). 

Permit Fees at the Treaty Ports. 

. In July last a serious change was introduced by the Imperial Chinese 

Customs Aut.horities in the system of collecting fees for Permits for the 

discharg·ing· of vessels at night, at the Port of Cantoa. 

Under the new system, Permits, which under the old rules could be 

obtained at any time when required, were to be obtained only at certain 

hours, and the fees payable in respect of them were payable in advance, 

such fees being retained by the Customs Authorities whether the Permit

was made use of by t.he steamship owner1 or not. 

( 33 ) 

Upon enquiry it was found that a change in the old system was being 

inaugurated at other Treaty Ports, and the Committee thereupon entered 

into correspondence with the Chambers of Commerce of Shanghai, Foochow 
and Amoy, with a view to securing a united protest upon the part of all 

Chambers interested to Her Britannic Majesty's Charge d'Affaires at Peking. 

A letter was subsequently addressed to Her Britannic Majesty's Charge 

d'Affaires by the Committee, copy of which was forwarded to the Chambers 
of Commerce of Shanghai, Foochow and Amoy, calling his attention to the 

innovation and begging for a reconsideration of the matter by the Chinese 

Authorities. A return to the former regulations has resulted. (Appendix J). 

Extension of Intercourse with South China . 

In the last Report you were told that your Committee bad a'ddressed a 

letter to Her Britannic Majesty's late Minister at Peking, with 1·espect to 

the opening up to trade of tile South-\vestern provinces of China. 

The importance of this subject has also been represented to the Secre

tary of State for the Colonies by His Excellency Governor Sir G. F. BowEN, 

and the matter is now receiving; the careful attention of the Imperial 

flovernment. 

The Committee, understanding that a British Commission is likely to 

he appointed for the purpose of visiting and reporting upon the prospects of 

trnde in the South-west Provinces of China have sugg·ested that this Cham

llf·r should be pe11mitted to send a delegate to mpresent on the Commission 

tile mercantile interests of this ColonJ, and have been informed that the 
wishes of the Chamber will be communicated to the Secret9ry of State fot· 

the Colonies, and Her Britannic Majesty's Charge d'Affaires at Peking· 

, Appendix K). 

The case of the s.s. "Galveston" and the 

Port of Honcohe. 

In September last, the British Steam-ship Galveston which was loadin~ 
a cargo of salt at Honcohe in Tonquin, was ordered to leave that port by the 

Commander of the French gun~boat Lionne on the ground that Honcohe is 

not an open port . 

• 
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Your Committee was informed that Governor Sir G. F. BowEN intended 

to lay the matter before the Imperial Government, and desired to know if 

the Chamber wished to make any representations on t~e subject. 

Assumin.g that the French Government is exercising sovereign rights 

over the territory ofTonquin, the Committee failed to recognise any grounds 

upon which a protest against the action of the French Commander could, 

with justice, be made. 

The circumstancE's of the case will be found fully detailed in the copy 

of correspondence. (Appendix L). 

Proposed new regulations for Tug-boats plying 

between Hongkong and Canton. 

In July last, a steam-launch >vas depatched by Messrs. BuTTE~FIELD 
& Swr nB to Canton to tow the Hankow down to Hongkong. As the launch 

was not .~rovided with special certificates, tonnage dues were levied upon 

her by the Customs. 

, .. _Objection to this being taken by Messrs. BuTTERFIELD & SwrRE, the 

matt::lr was, at their request, referred by Her Britannic Majesty's Consul at 

Canton to Her Britannic M a;jesty's Charge d'Affaires at Peking·, and a similar 

reference was ~ade by Mr. HtPPESI.EY, the Commissioner of Customs at 

Canton, to the Inspector-General of Customs. 

Mr. HrPPESLEY, in l.'lis representations, referred to the increasing· 

frequency with which steam-laun<:hes have of late years been plying for 

towing purposes between Hong·kong and Canton, and submitted to the, 
1 mperial Chinese Authorities at Canton a set of rules in three articles, which 

he proposed should be passed for the purpose of specially dealing with such 

steam-launches. The proposed rules were submitted by the Tsungli Yam~n 
to the Inspt>ctor-General of Customs for his report, and met with his approval. 

The rules were forwarded by Her Majesty's Charge d'Affaires at Peking 

to Governor Sir G. F. BowEN, intimating that he saw serious objections to 

their acce1itnnce, and recommending the matter to the attention of the 
Hongkong Government. The Opinion of the Chamber was asked by the 

Governor with respect to the adoption of the proposed rules, and you.r Com
mittee, concurring· in the views of Her Britannic Majesty's Charged' Affaires, 

( 3!) ) 

oppo~ed their acceptance, and recommended a strict adherence to the Treaty 

Provisions regulating· the course to be taken with respect to Foreign Merchant 

vessels. (Appendix J1 ). 

Explorations of Messrs. Hallett and Colquhou~ in 
Indo-Chinese States. 

As members will be aware, extensive explorations and surveys are 

reported to have been recently made by Messrs. HaLT S. HALLETT and 

A. R. CoLQUHOUN in the Indo-Ohinese States, with a view to promoting 

Railway Extensi~n to·S. W. China. 

'l'he project of a Bm·mah-Siam-China Railwa.}' has been of late 
' ' 

prominently broug·ht before the public notice in Eng·land nnd elsewhere; 

and, if carried out, can hardly fail to produce results of g·reat commercial 

importance. 

The scheme has received the approval of the principal Chambers of 

Commerce at home, and your Committee, at the request of Mr. CoLQUHOUN', 

accorded this Chamber's support, forwarding· a resolution in favour of the 

project to the Secretary of State for the Colonies. (Appendix. N). 

Treaty between France and China, June 1885. 

A copy of the Treaty entered into betwee.1 the Government of France 

and China in June last, was forwarded confid~ntially by the Officer Admi
~istering the Government to the Committee, for their opinion thereupon 
trom a Commercial point of view. ' 

The rE>quest was complied with; and, as the Committee have received 

intimation that there is now no objection on the part of the Gov~rnment to 

thP publication of the correspondence, copy thereof will be found in 
Appendix 0. 

Miscellaneous. 

. Request has been made to this Chamber to publish particulars of Te-a 
~lupmeuts from this Port, Canton, and Macao, to the Australian Colonies. 

Difficulties have presented themselves and it has not been found 
1 1 ~:~.·tit" ll 1 · h ' " a 1 ~, ut. erto, to obtain the desired statistics . 

• 
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Information was received by the Committee in November last that 

Steam-Engines, Machinery, &c., will be admitted into Haiphong and Hanoi 

free of Customs dues up to 1st July, 1886. (Supplementary Appendices 

A & B). 

Finance. 

The accounts of the Chamber show a credit balance of $i06.4Z to be 

carried to the new account. It was found necessary to withdraw the sum 
of $1,575 from the fixed deposits of the Chamber to meet current expenses, 

thus reducing the amount of fixed deposits to $3,500. Upon the refund of 

the amount of £300 granted by this Chamber to Mr. A. R. CoLQUHOUN in 
respect of His Exploration Fund, the sum withdrawn will be again placed 

on fixed deposit. 

Receipts from Subscriptions to the Chamber from all sources show a 

slight increase over last year, but have not sufficed to meet the ordinary 

expenditure'llfor the year. 

The Subscriptions to Reuters Political Telegrams have not covered the 

cost, and there has been a further falling off in the number of Subscribers. 



D•·· 
TRE HONGKONG GENERAL CHAMBER OF COMMERCE IN ACCOUNT CURRENT WITR TRE SECRETARY. 

Cr. 

1885. 

Jan. 
to 

Dec. 

To Balance brought forward, ............. .. ...... \ $3,269.44 
,. Rent, 12 months, at $50 per month,......... 600.00 
, Secretary's Salary, (1 year, 1885), .......... 1,500.00 

~ 

, Clerk's Salary, (I year, 1885), ............... 340.00 
,. Servants' Wages, (1 year, 1885), . ........ ... 96.00 
, Auditors' Fee for 1884, ... ............. ......... 40.00 
, Printing Circulars, &.c., from 1st July to} 518 S1 

31st December, 1884, ..................... · 
Do. do., from 1st January } 

to 30th June, 1885, ..... .................. . " 
545.81 

, Reuter's Political Telegrams, .................. 1 3,'\00.00 
, Printing and Circulating same, ............ _... 120.00 

,. Newspaper Subscriptions, .. .................. . 
, Advertising, ...................................... . 
, Telegrams, ........ . ........................ .- . .... .. 
, Postage and Receipt Stamps, Stationery l. 

116.23 
9.75 

37.80 

128.33 

$6,909.76 \' 

3,720.00 i 
292.11 I 

, Interest on Overdraft, ................... .................... ~. 10•9g:~~ I 
Balance to New Account, .. ... :.: .. ................. 706.42 \' 

and Pet ties, .......................... ....... ! 

-----
$ i 11,657.62 

DEPENDENCIES AT DEBIT:-

1885. 

Jan. 
ttJ 

Dec. 

Due to Noronha & Co., ...... .......... .... ........... ... ...... .. $ :!R!l.41 

J~xamined and found correct, 

H. L. ))AT.-RYMPLE, } . • 
J. MELVILLE MAT::lON, Autlttor.~. 

' 

By Subscriptions of Members for 1885, ........ . 
Sales of Circulars from 1st October, } 

~f:Jin~ P!~!~~~~-~~~~: --~~-~~:. -~~: 
, Su~;~~:p~~~~~ ... ~ .. . ~~-~:.~i~~-~ --~~~~~-~~:} 
, Sales of Circulars and Subscriptions to } 

Political Telegrams for 1884, . .......... . 

., Hongkong and Shanghai Bank. Fixed L 

$1,725.00 

1,522.64 

3,184.32 

289.08 

4,075.16 
f:f2~~i~ ... ~~·-~~~:~~ - .. ~~~~ ... ~~~.~~-~-~ 

, Divi~ends on Chamber:s claim on} \ 859 39 
Onental Bank Corpora tion, .. .... ..... . · 

, Interest on Current Ac~ount with l 2 03 
Hongkong and Sbangha1 Bank, ...... I · 

$6,721.04 

$4,936.58 

:::::.___ _________ , __ _ 
$ I 11 ,657.62 

By Balance brought down, . ..... .. .......... ........................ $ 706.+2 

, F ixed Deposit with Hongkong & Shanghai Bank at 5 °/0 , $.'!,500.00 

DEPENDENCIES AT CREPIT:-
Halance due from Oriental Bank Corporation, ....... ........ $516.ll9 • 
For Circulars and Subscriptions to Political Telegrams } 46_;;2 

from 1st January to 31st December, 1885, ............. .. 
Subscription for 1884 and 1885, ................................. 30.00 
Circulars for quarter ending 31st December, 1885, ........ 31\5,62 

E • .S· 0. E. 

Hongkong, 31st December, 1885. 

$948.i>.'l 

H. M. JlAUtY, 
Secretary. 
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CHaMBER OF CoMMERCE, 

BoMBAY, 3nl DecembeY, 1884. 

SIR,-1 beg to enclose copy of a letter addressed by the Committee of 

this Chamber to the Government of India on the subject of the approach

ing Telegraph Convention. 

The Committee will esteem it a favour if you will add the weight of 

vour Chamber's influence to the suggestions therein made with a view t c 

insuring that the interests of the Eastern Mercantile public are not left 

unprotected,-! remain, &c., 

F. FORBES ADAM, Chairman, 

The Sec1•etary, CHAMBER OF CoMMERCE, HoNGKOXG. 

CHAMBER oF CoMMERCE, .. 
-BoMBAY, 29th No'Vember, 1884. 

SIR,-! am desired by the Committee of the Chamber of Commerce 

to draw to yom notice the importance to the commercial public of India 

of the Telegraph Convention which is to be held at Berlin in the early 

part of next year. 

The fact that nearly the whole of the imthense international trade of 

India is carried on by telegraph in cypher <\Odes that have been p1·epared .. 
to meet the requirements of the l'U)es passed at the last Convention, is 

itself of sufficient magnitude to justify the dtlmand that no proposals to 

alter these rules should be allowed to enter into the deliberations of the 

Convention. The regulations at present in force, when fil'St promulgated, 

were considered extremely arbitm.ry, and caused much inconvenience and 
loss. But the mercantile community has gradually adapted itself to their 

pro;isions and they are working satisfactorily. Were they now to be re

arranged, or in any way interfered with, the interruption to, and dislocayon 

of t1·ade, and the loss to the commercial public, would be indescribably 
serious. 

I am, therefore, directed by the Committee of the Chamber of Com
merce respectfully to urge that Governmeut should take vigorous steps t() 

t•rolt!ct mercantile interests and instruct their representatives at the Con-
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vention to watch that no attempts to change the conditions upon which 

code telegrams are accepted under existing rules, are permittecl t.o pass 

without strenuous opposition.-! have, &c., 

F. FORBES ADAM, Chai1·man. 

The Sec•reta1·y to the Gove1·nment of India, 

Public Wo1'ks Department, CALCU'rTA. 

Jio:-~GKONG Gt:NERAL CHAJIBER OF CmnmR<.:E, 

IloNGKONG, 24th January, 1885. 

Sm,-I have the honour to address you Ly desire of tbe Committee 

of this Chamber, on the subject of tbe Telegraph Convention about to Le 

held during the early part of this year at Berlin-an event of considerable 

importance 1io the mercantile community of this Colony, in common with 

others interested in commerce iu tbe East. 

The notice of this Chamber has be'en drawn to the suLject by the 

Bombay Chamber of Commerce, and I have the honour to t ransmit for the 

information of H. E. the Governor, copy of a letter addressed by that Chamber 

to the Govemment of India, pointing out the urgent necessity for careful 

watch by its representative~ over the interests of the Eastern mercantile 

community at the forthcomm~ Convention. 

I am desired to st ate that the Committee fully endorse the sugges. 

tions embodied in the lettet· of the Bombay Chamber of Commerce, and -' 

respectfully solicit the good offices of H. E. the Govemor towards im. 

pressing upon representatives of this Government at the Convention, that 

no efforts should· be spared in opposing to the utmost any proposals that 

may be brought forward at the forthcoming Convention, to alter the rules 

and conditions now in force, any departure from which would prove a 

very serious inconvenience and cause a. heavy loss to all mercantile in-

terests.-! have, &c., 

W. KESWICK, Cltai1:ma~, 

The Honourable W. H . :MARSH, C.M.G., 
Coloniul Secrelt11'Jf· 

• 

[ .1 J 

IIo~o-Ko~r• (iE:-<ERAL CILDIBEH oF C<nnmncE, 

Ho:>~<TKON<;, 26tlt January, 188,-5. 

DEAR SIR,-I have the honour to acknowledge receipt of your letter 

of the 3rd ultimo covering copy of a let ter addressed by the Committee of 

the Bombay Chamber of Commerce to the Government of India, on the 

subject of approaching Telegraph Convention. 
I am desired to assure you of the entire concurrence oft he Committee 

of this Chamber in the suggestions contained in the letter addre~ sed by your 

Committee to the Secretat•y to the Government of India; and I have the 

pleasure to transmit herewith copy of a letter addressed by the Committee 

to the Government here on the subject.-1 am &c., 
H. M. BAILY, Acting Sl'rrctory. 

F. FoRHES ADA)r, Esq., 
Chairman, Bo:uBAY CnA~lHER OF CO)D!BitCE. 

CoLONIAL .SEcRETARY's OFFICE, 

No. 95. HoNGKONG, 27th Jamwry, 1885. 

Sr&,-With reference to your letter of the 24th instant,! am directeu 

l•y the Governor to enquire whether it is intended that His Excellency 

shodd transmit your letter and its enclosure to the Secretary of State and 

ask His Lordship to recommend them to the attention of the British Repre

suutative at the proposed Telegraph Convention at Berlin.--! have, &c., 
W . H. MARSH, Colonial Secreta·ry. 

'l'he Honourable \V. KEswicK, ' 
Chairman, HoNGKONG GENERAL CHAli[BER OF CoMllrERCE. 

• - - --
HoNGKONG GENEHAL CnAliBER OF ColD!JWCE, 

Hoxca\:ONG, 30tlt Januarp, 188;). 

Sm,-In reply to your letter of the 27th instant enquiring whether 

it is intended that H . E. the Governor should transmit this Chamber's 

l•'tter of the 24th instant and its enclosure to the Secretary of State, 

nu•l ask His Lordship to recommend them to the attention of the British 

H•!l•t·e:;,,utative at the rroposed Telegraph Convention at Berlin, I qave 

th··. hnnour to state, fo t· the information of His Excellency, that it i~ the 

tl•·,;n·e of the Committee that this should be done.-I have, &c., 

. W. KESWICK, C!tairman. 

Th .. ll•lnourahlc \V. H. ~I CM G ~ ~ ARSH, . .c •• , 

Colonial Secrctw·y, 
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No. 114. 
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CoLoNIAL SECRETARY's OFFICE, 
HoNGKONG, 2nd Febr1tary, 1885. 

Sm,-1 nm directed by His E xcellency the Governor to inform you 

that the Secretary of S~ate has been addressed on the subject of the pro
posed T elegraph Convention at Berlin, as requested in your letters of the 

27th and 30th ultimo.-! have, &c., 

W. H. MARSH, Colonial Secreta1·y. 

The Honourable W. KEswrcK, 
Chairman, HoNGKO!iiG GENERAL CHAMBER OF Co11nrERCE. 

No. 496. 

CoLONIAL SEcRETARY's OFFICE, 
HoNaKoNa, 9th May, 188; .. 

Sm,-In contiuua~ion of my letter of the 2nd February ultimo, I am 
directed to inform you that His Excellency the Govemor forwarded for the 
favourable consideration of the Secretary of State copies of the letters 
from the Chamber of Commerce dated the 24th and 30th January ultimo, 

on the subject of the International Telegraph Convention at Berlin. 

In reply, the Secretary of State has transmitted a letter from the 

General Post Office, (March 25th, 1885,) of which I am to send you a. copy 

for the information of the Ohamber.- 1 have, &c., 

J. H. STEW ART LOCKART, p1·o Colonial Secreta1'y. 
J 

The H onourable "\V. KEswrcK, 
Chairman, HoNaKONG GENERAL CHAMBER OF ColiU1ERCE. 

The Post Office to the Coloni(ll Office. 

GEN ER.1.L PosT OFFICE, 
LoNDON, 25th March, 1885. 

(Copy .) 

SIR,- 1 am directed by the Postmaster General to acknowledge the 

receipt of your letter of the 23rd instant, e~closing a copy of a despatch 
from the Governor of Hongkong, in which he forwards a memorial from 

the Chamber of that Colony on the subject of the International Telegraph 

Conference to be held in Berlin in August next. 

[ i l 

Iu reply I am to acquaint you, for the information of the Secretary of 

State for the Colonies, that the subject of the memorial shall receive care

ful consideration. 
I am to add that there is no intention, so far as this Department is 

concerned, to materially change the conditions under which Code Tele
grams are accepted.-! have, &c., 

C. H. B. PATEY. 
The Under Sec1'etcwy of State far the Colonies. 

B. 
IIoxGKONG GENERAL CHA:UBER oF Co)UIERCE, 

HoNGKONG, 2nd April, 1885. 

Sxa,-1 have the honour to enclose a letter, in triplicate, addressed to 

Her Majesty's Secretary of State for F oreign aff1~irs with reference to the 
death of Sir Harry Parkes, and to request that His Excellency the Governor 

will be good enough to forward the same by the outgoing mail.-! have, 

&c., 

The Hononrah!e W. H. MARSH, C.1f.G., 

Colonial Secretary. 

W. KESWICK, Chairman. 

IIoNGKONt;. GENERAL CH:.~IBER OF ColiMERCE, 

HoNGKON G, 2nd Ap1'il, 1885. 

MY LoRD,-I have the honour to infonn you that at the annual Meetin~ 1:> 

of the Hongkong General Chamber of Commerce held on the 27th ultimo, 
it was unanimously resolved that a letter should be addressed to Your 
Lordship expressing the deep regret with which the members have learned 
of the death at Peking, on 22nd ultimo, of Sir HARRY S. PA.RKES, K .C.B., 

~.C.M.G., Her Majesty's Envoy Extraordinary and Minister Plenipoten
~Iary to China, and their sense of the loss which his untimely rer ,;<:.Jval · 

mv~lves.' not only to Her Majesty's Government but to every nation 
havmg mtercourse with the Celestial Empire. 

The sad intelligence has c1·eated a profound £eeling of sorrow through
out tbo community, and, a.t this critical period, a consciousness of national 
hl!roaYo:>mrnt. 



I. 

Sir HARRY P ARKES exhibited such a knowleugo of the Oriental Chamc

ter, and such tact and capacity in dealing with the peoples among whom 
so much of his life was passed, that he inspired unbounded confidence, 

and was regarded as altogether the most influential and practically useful 

man that has ever represented his country in the East. 
His cn.reer in Japan was a long, honoumble, and singularly success

ful one; a.nd the steady advancement and prosperity of that country, and 

the position now held by her in the estimation of other nations, are in 
no small degree due to his influence and counsels during a transitional 

period of remarkable constitutional change. 
The treaty he negotiated with Korea is one of an unusually com-

plete and perfect character, and the recent lamentable events in that 
country, out of which there must almost inevitably arise friction with 

neighbouring states, intensify, if that were possible, the general feeling 
of sadness at his removal, from the consciousness that his great and 

varied experience and wise counsel will not be available in the interests 

of peace and national progress. 
At this 'time too, when there is ground for the hope that some basis 

of negotiation for the settlement of the differences between France and 

China might be arranged, a settlement so much to be desired in the 

interests of social and commercial development, the death of Sir HARRY 

PAI~KES is felt to be a calamity the extent of which it is difficult to realize. 

No man possessed greater influence with Chinese statesmen, or was better 

qnalifieu to promote extend~d foreign intercourse with China, and at the 
same time t o advance permanmtly. t he best interests of the Empire to the 

Government of which he was accredited.-! have, &c., 

W. KESWI CK, Chairman. 

The Right Honom·u.blc, EARL GRANVILLE, K.G., 

ll er N aj esty' s Principal Sec1·etary of State joT 
Foreign Affairs, LoNDON. 

CoLONIAL SEcRETARY's OFFICE, 

No. 324. HoNGKONG, ~th April, 1885. 

Sm,- I am directed ·by Hi<> Excellency the Governor to inform you 

that yom communication to H er Majesty's Principal Secretat·y of State 

for Foreign Affairs with reference to the death of Sir H ARRY PARKEB, 

• 

~nclosed in your lcttet· of the 2nd instant, has been duly forwar<led to He1' 

Majesty's Principal Secretary of State for the Colonies by to-d<ty's Mail 

for transmission to Earl GRANVI~LE.-I have, &c ., 

W . H. MARSH, 'Oolonial Secretary. 

The Honourable W . KESWICK, 
Chainnan, HoNGKONG GENERAL CHAMBER oF CoMMERCE. 

FoREIGN OFFicE, 
18th May, 1885. 

Sm,-I am directed by Earl GRANVILLE to acknowledge the receipt 

of your letter of the 2nd ultimo, expressing the deep regret with which the 

Members of the Hongkong General Chamber of Commerce had learned of 

the death on the 22nd of March of Sir HARRY S. PARKES, late Her Ma

jesty's Envoy Extraordinary and Minister Plenipotentiary at Peking, and 

I am to request that you will convey to the Council of your Chamber the 

sense entertained by Het· Ma.jesty's Government of their sympathy in the 

loss which Her Majesty's Service has sustained -I am ·&c , , ., 

PHILIP W. CURRIE. 

The Cltai·rman of the HoNGKONG CHAMBER oF Co~rMERcE. 

c. 
CoLONIAL SEcRETARY's OFFicE 

No 292 n• ' · · ,ONGKONG, 27th March, 1885. 

Sm,-With reference to Govemment Notification No. 322 of 1884 on 

the subject of emigration fees, and to previous correspondence with the 

~lmmber ~f Commerce on the same subject, I have the honour, by direc

ttou of Hr~ Excellency the Governor, to inform you that a despatch has 

l>een ~eeerve~ from the Right Honourable the Secretary of State for the 

C~loml'i!, statmg that his Lordship approves of the licence fee of five dolla.rs 
l •t:' tng retained, and that he considers that under Ordinance 5 of 1876 a 

fu~I~Jcr licence is not required when a ship provided with a licence at· the 
o 1 ure ea s on er voyage at a second port to take in t~rJ<•mal port of depa -t 11 h 

fu~lhcr !'nssengers. The Consuls at Amoy and S\vatow were informed of 

tlu!:t <leclsion on 21st ultimo.- ! have, &c., 
W. H. MARSH, Colonial Semtary. 

T.~. ('i•<~irman, HoNGKONG GEN C 0 ERAL llAMilER OF OMll:IERCE. 



! 
I 
I 

I I 
I 

I I 

I 
I 
I , 

[ 10 ] 

D. 
TELEGRA1l. 

4tlt Ap1·il, 1885. 

:E'ollowinrr resolution passed unanimously at Meeting Legislative Council 

first April. T~at in opinion this Council there ought be direct telegra:~ic 
communication between Hongkong and Singapore the nearest Bnt1sh 
Settlement and that immediate steps be taken to supplement defences 
of Hongkong by obtaining with the least possible delay a flotilla of torpedo 

launches fully equipped. Resolution ends. Urge Government support. 

W. KESWICK. 

To Chainnan, CHAMBER o~· Co)UIERCE, LONDON. 

CHAMBER oF CoMMERCE, 
SINGAPORE, 7th Ap1il, 1885. 

DEAR SIR -By favour of the Telegraph Coy., I received on the 4th 
, ' h 'th 

instant a fra'nked service message from Hongkong, as per copy erew1 , 
accompanied by an offet· to pass in a similar way to Hongkong a~1y com
munication this Chamber might have to mal~:e to you on the subJeCt of a 

direct cable to your port. 
I took steps at once to make your message known to the Chamber 

here, to the un-Official Mem?ers of Council and to the general public through 

the newspapers. . 
Owing, however, principally to the Easter Holidays and partly to matl 

work the
1
·e has been no meeting of Council here, nor of the Committee of 

the ~hamher of Commerce, within the last few days, and it has been im

possible to elicit any official expression of opinion on the subject of your 
telegram. I hope to address you again on the matter shortly.-I am, &c., 

ALEX. GENTLE, See1·etary. 

S GEN ERAL CHAlllBE D OF CoMMERCE, HoNGKONG. 
To the ecretary, •• --

(Ccpy.) 

(Chamber of Commerce, Hongkong, to Chamber of Commerce, Singapo1·e.) 
2nd .April. 

Following resolution passed unanimously at Meeting of Legislative 

Council Jl'St t>r<lay. 

[ 11 ] 

"That in the opinion of this Council there ought to be direct tele

graphic communication between Hongkong and Singapore, the nearest 
Briti~:~h Settlement, and that immediate steps be taken to supplement the 
defences of Hongkoug by obtaining with the least possible delay a fl.otillll. 

of Torpedo Launches fully equipped." Resolution ends · 
Urge Government support direct cable by contribution to subsidy. 

THE LoNDON CHAMBER OF CoMMERCE, 
LoNDON, lOth .April, 1885. 

DEAR Srn,-The telegram of your Chamber of the 5th of April was 

considered at the 1\fonthly Council Meeting yesterday, when it was resolved 

to take action in the direction desired. I beg to enclose you copy of a 
letter which has been addressed to-day to the Secretaries of State for 
Foreign Affairs and the Colonies, and also to the Chancellor of the Ex:che· 

quer. I might adu that a mercantile meeting is being organised in the 
City of London, not however under the auspices of this Chambe1·, to urge • 
upon Her Majesty's Government the considerable strengthening of the 

means of maritime defence of this country and its Colonies.-Yours 

fa.ithfull y. 
KENRIC B. MURRAY, Secnta1'Y· 

The Sec·reta'I"'J, CHAMBER OF CoMli1ERCE, HoNG KONG. 

Copy. 
.. 

MY LoRD,-I have the honour to inform your Lordship that a tele

gram from the Hongkong Chamber of Commerce (copy of which is enclosed) 

v;as considered at the Monthly Council Meeting of this Chamber yesterday 

and it was decided that the attention of Her Majesty's Government should 
he immediately called to the fact, that telegraphic communication between 
this country and the Chinese Treaty Ports, passes on the one hand via 

l{ussia and Denmark, and on the other through French Territory vi£1-
Saigon. It was felt to be highly desirable, that telegraphic communim.dion 

with the Chinese Treaty Ports, and especially with the English Colony at 
llongkong should be entirely under English control, and also in vie\V of the 
present political situation in the Eist, every possible security in the way of 

•lefcuces and a1·maments should be provided for the important ports of 

lion;rl:ong ruvl Singapore. 
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The following resolution was unanimously adopted by the Council for 

transmission to your Lordship's Department, to the consideration of which 

I beg respectfully to direct your Lordship's best attention:-
"That in view of the great importance of B1·itish mercantile interests· 

in the East, more particularly as concentrated at Hongkong 

-the shipping tomHl.ge of which, entered and cleared in 1883, 
amounted to 6,882,000 tons and the yearly imports and ex
ports of which exceed £4,000,000 sterling-strong representa
tions be made to the Government as to the imperative neces

sity of protecting British interests in the China seas by 
adequate defensive precautions both at Hongkong and Singa
pore; and that these two important ports should be, without 
delay, united l;y a direct submarine telegraph cable enti1·ely 
in British bands, even if a small Imperial subsidy (as in other 
cases) be requisite to ensure its being laid."-Believe rue, &c.~ 

KENRIC B. :MURRAY, Secretary .. 

The Ri"ht uonourable The EARL Gn.ANVILLE, K.G., 
0 .J.t 

H er ]J[ajesty's Secreta1·y of State fo1' I!'01·eign A.faiis •. 

I!'o1·eign Office, S. W. 

HoNGKONG GE)I'ERAL CnA)tBER oF CoMMERCE, 

HoNGKONG, 21st ]Jay, 1885. 

DEAR SIR,-I beg to aciknowledge receipt of your letter of the lOth 

ultimo, covering copy of a let,ter addressed by the London Chamber of 
Commerce to the Secretaries of 'state for Foreign Affairs and the Colonies, 
and also _to the Chancellor of the Exchequer, on the Subject of direct 

t elegraphic communication between Hongkong and Singapore, and of the 
defences of this Colony. I am to tender the best thanks of my Committee· 
to the London Chamber of Commerce for its support and prompt action 

in the matter.-! am, &c., 
H . .M. BAILY, Secreta1·y. 

Tltc Secretary, THE LoNDON CHAMBER 0~' ColUIERCE. .. 
HoNGKONG GENERAL CnA~IBER OF CoMMERCE, 

HoNGKONG, 13th July, 1885. 

DEAR SIR,-! am directed to convey to you the best thanks of the 

Committee of the Hongkong Genera,! Chamber of Commerce~ which we1·e. 

[ 13 J 

unanimously voteJ at a :Meeeing of the Committee hdd on Friday last7 

for your prompt and courteous action in forwarding to the Singapore and 
London Chambers of Commerce, free of cost to this Chamber, telegrams 

on the subject of direct telegraphic communication between Hongkong and 
Singapore, a matter of considerable importance to this Colony.- ! am, &c .• 

H. M. BAIL Y, Sec1·etary. 

W. DuRRAN, Esq., 
Superintendent, E. E. TELEGRAPH Co., Lo. 

THE EAsTERN ExTENSION AusTRALASIA AND CHINAi 
TELEGRAPHIC CoMPANY, LIMITED, 

HoNGKONG, 14th July, 1885. 

DEAR SIR,-1 have done very little to deserve the thanks of your

Committee conveyed to me in your letter of yesterday. 
In sending the Chamber's messages free I only gave effect to w:hat I 

knew to be our Chairman's wish~ anything which interests the Commercial 
Community of Hongkong is sure of his sympathy. I have g~·eat pleasure 

in acknowledging your Committee's note of thanks in this Company's 

name.-1 am, &c., 
W. DURR.AN. 

Tile Sec'l'eta?·y, HoNGKONG CHAMBER OF CoMMERCE. 

Cn*"'MBER OF CoMMERCE, 
SINGAPORE, 17th June, 1885. 

DEAR StR,-Refcrring to my letter of 7th April, I have now to inform 

you that the question of a direct Telegraph Cable to connect the British 
Colonies in the East has again been b1·ought before this Chamber, by a 
reference from the London Chamber of Commerce forwarding a copy of a 

letter addressed to Her Majesty's Secretaries of State for Foreign Affairs 
and the Colonies, in consequence of your recent telegram. 

I have replied to the London Chamber, that pending the reply of .t'tel!' 
~Iajcsty's Government, which does not appear to have been received yet, it 
as not apparent what this Colony can do to further the project; beyond 

I•r(•ntising general support to any well considered scheme that may com, 
menu itself to the English commercial comm~nity in Chinv,1 who are pri ... 
Ularily interested. 

i 
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I 
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I further suggested, that in the event of a subsidy, whether Imperial 

or Colonial, being· offered to the Telegraph Companies as an inducement to 
lay a direct cable, care should be taken to make some such stipulation as 

was made by the Australian Colonies, under similar circumstances, whereby 
messages of a public nature are supplied to these Colonies at greatly re-

duced rates,-I am, &c., 
ALEX. GENTLE, Sec:tetary. 

The Secretary, GENERAL CHAMBER OF CoMMERCE, HoNGKONG. 

No. 338. 

E. 
COLONIAL SECRETARY'S OFFICE, 

HoNGKONG, 9tlt April, 1885. 

Sm,-I am directed by Governor Sir GEoRGE BowEN to transmit to 

you copies 9f the enclosed correspondence with the Secretary of State, 

respecting the question of Quarantine, and to state that His Excellency 
will be obliged by an expression of the opinion of the Chambe1· of Com

merce on this subject, with the view to early action by the Government and 
\ 

by the Colonial Legislature.-! have, &c., 

J. H. STEW ART LOCKHART, pro Colonial Secretary. 
I 

Tlte Chairman, IloNGKONG GENERAL CHAMBER Oio' Co:uMERCE, 

o/C., &-c., o/c. 

Governor Sir G. F. Bowen, G.C.JJ!.G., to tlze Sec1•etary of State. 

GovERNMENT HousE, 
HONGKONG, 19t/t ·Decemba, 1884. 

~h LoRD,-With reference to my despatch of the 9tb August ultimo, 

and to previous correspondence respecting the question of quaraptine, I 
ha~e the honour to report that, Her Majesty's Minister at Peking (Sir 

HARRY PARKES), in a despatch dated on the 5th instant, has written t o 

me as follows:-
"I should take this opportunity of stating to your Excellency that the 

instructions I received last year from the Foreign Office on the subject of 

quarantine, and which I have been tlirected to communicate to the Chinese 

[ 1:) j 

tiovernment, show that Her Majesty's Government are not in favour of 
the adoption of that measure. I take from these instructions the following 

passage:-
"l\1uch as scientific men may have differed upon the 'Contagion' of 

Cholera, there is a complete agreement among all who have a practical 
acquaintance with the subject either in India, or in the United Kingdom, 
that the generally received theory and practice of quarantine is not only 

useless, but also hurtful." 
"The custom of imprisoning the healthy with the sick is calculated, 

for moral and physical reasons which are easily understood, to increase the 
number of the persons attacked, to intensify the virulence of the disease, 
and to convert the prison into a nidus of infection; while the unfounded 

belief by the security given by quarantine discourages the adoption of those 
!lanitary measures which alone are proved to check the spread of the 

epidemic." 
"If the above reasoning be applicable to epidemic cholera, it would 

appear to have greater force in regard to any endemic form of the disease, 

such as that which occasionally appears in China during' the summer 

months." 
2. Personally, I am disposed to agree with the spirit of the instructions 

from the Foreign Office quoted above. But, it will be t·emembered that 
very conflicting opinion~:~ have been held, and very different courses of 
action have bee.n follo?led, respecting quarantine,· by various Colonial 
Governments and Communities. I would request your Lordship to inform 
me, for my future guidance, if you desire that the principle laid down by 

the Foreign Office should be followed, in questions relating to Quarantine, 

by the Government of Hongkong.-I have, &c., 

G. F. BOWEN. 

The Right. Honourable THE EARL OF DERBY, K.G., 
o/c., o/c., ~·c. 

Secretary of State to Governor Sir G. F. Bowen, G.C.Jf.G. 

DoWNING STREET, 13tlt Februmy, 1885. 

Su~,-1 have the honour to acknowledge the receipt of your despatch 
•·t•lwl9thD b 1 1 · · ecem er ttst, on t 1e subJect of Quarantine regulations. 

~~------~--------------~0~~~~~--~~----------------J I _....;..,_ 
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2. The views expressed in the Foreign Office instructions to Het' 

Il'l:a.jesty's Minister at Peking, quoted in your despatch, at·e those entertain
ed by Her Majesty's Govemment on the subject of Quarantine against 

Cholera, and these views have been put in practice in the United Kingdom, 
where Quamutine is no longer enforceu except against plague and yellow 

fever. 
3. Her Majesty's Government have not, however, thought it necessary 

to press for the adoption of a similar course in Colonies where public 
opinion is strongly in favom· of the enforcement of strict Quarantine 

regulations; but, if it is probable that the Legislature of Hongkong would 
be willing to adopt the English practice, I should approve of your intro-

ducing the necessary legislation. 
4. If Quarantine were abolished, it would be necessary to give the 

Governor in Coun,!il power of making regulations similar to that possessed 
by the Local Government Board under Section 130 of the Public Health 
Act, 1875; and it would be necessary for the Governor in Council to make 

regulations for the detention and examination of ships suspected of being 
infected with'.Cholera, or coming from places infected with Cholera; for the 
medical examination of the passengers and crew, and for the removal from 
the ship . and the detention and treatment in proper isolated places of the 
sick persons on board; for the dis~nfection of the ship, and for the disinfec

tion or destruction of all infected articles on board similu.r to those made by 

the Local Government Board in their Order of 12th July, 1883. A copy of 
that Order is enclosed for you:· information, with copies ofthe accompanying 

letter to the Sanitary AuthoritLes, and of a Memorandum by the Medical 
Officer of the Board on Precautions against Infection of Cholera.-! have, 

&c., 
DERBY. 

Governor Sir G. F. BowEN, G.C.M.G., 

~c., ~c., ~c. 

HoNGKONG GENERAL CnAliiBER OF CoMMERCE, 
HONGKONG, lOtlt April, 1885. 

Sm,-ln reply to your letter of yesterday'!! date, transmitting copies 

of correspondence with the Secretary of State respecting the question of 
Quarantine, and requesting the opinion of this Chamber on the subject, I 
have the honour to state, for the information of His Excellency the Gover· 

nor, th<tt this Chttmber recommends the adoption of the following regulations. 
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:Every vessel arriving in the waters of this Colony having at the time of 

her arrival any cases of infectious or contagious disease on board, E?hall 
immediately on entering the waters of the Colony fly the Quarantine flag, 

and shall keep the same flying, and shall be deemed to be in Quarantine 

until released by order of the Health Officer. 

Any vessel arriving in the waters of this Colony having on board any 
~e of infectious or contagious disease, shall be visited and examined by 
the Medical Officer of Health, and, if he is of opinion that the ship be 

infected, he shall give a certificate to that effect, and order the yessel to the 

Quarantine Ground. 

The :Medical Officer of Health shall, as soon as possible after any such 

vessel has been certified to be infected, examine all persons on board of 
her, and all persons who shall not be certified by him as suffering from an 
infectious di.<mase shall be permitted to land, and any person certified by 
hitn. to be suffering from an infectious or contagious disease shall be re
moved to some Hospital or other place previously appointed by the Sanitary 

Authorities, and detained there. 

The vessel shall then be fumigated and released from detention.-! 

have, &c., 
W. KESWICK, Chairman. 

The Honourable W. H. MARSH, C;M.G., Colonial Secreta1y. 

HoNGKONG GENERAL CnA?tiBER oF CoMMERCE, 
HoNGKONG, 15tlt July, 1885. 

StR,-With reference to my letter of lOth April last, and to previous 

correspondence on the subject of Quarantine Regulations in this Colony, I 
hllive the honour to again address you respecting the nature of the Quaran
tine Regulations published in the Government Gazette of the 27th ultimo. 

I am desired to call your attention to this Chamber's letter of lOth 

Aprilld.St, in which the Committee, upon re~eipt of copies of conespondence 
that had passed between His E xcellency Governor Sir G. F. BowEN and the 
Secretary of State, recommended the adoption in this Colony of Regulations 

of a. similar character to those prevailing in the United Kingdom, and which 
Lord DERBY intimated would be approved of by Her Majesty's Government. 

It was understood by the Chamber that new regulations would 
('unflequently he issued1 and it \Vas not until the appearance of the N otifica-
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tion that the Committee l!ecame aware that restrictions were still to be 

cont inued. 
Quarantine has hitherto proved altogether inefficacious to withstand 

the int roduction of Cholera into any locality, and especially must the princi

ple be useless in the case of this Colony, whose natural surrounding~ p~esent 
opportunities so diverse ~nd so wholly beyond control for the adrotsswn of 
disease, that the system now in force is practically r endered a useless 

meR.sure. 
The Committee would suggest , that a Lazaretto of a permanent character 

for the reception of patients infected wi~h Cholera, should be erected on 

the Qm~rantine Ground on Stone Cutters' I sland. 
The Committee is aware of the advantages to be derived from lodging 

the patients in tempora1·y stntctures, which ca.n be burnt immediately after 
they are free of pat ients, in order more effectually to destroy all sources of 

inf~ction ; but, they recognize, in view of the destructive effects of the 

ty phoons to which the Colony is liable during the summer months, the 

a•lvantages of at least possessing a certain amount of permanent accommo

dation for tile reception of patients in case of any emergency· 
The Committee of the Chamber earnestly request that the subject of 

Quarantine ma.y be· reconsidered. The present restrictions on Shipping are 

of no 
1
wactical use against the introduction of disease, and they are calcu

lated to seriously in.terfere with all merca.ntile interests.-! have, &c., 
W. KESWICK, Chainnan. 

The Honourable F. STEWAR.T, LL. D., Acting Colonial Secretary. 
() 

CoLoNUL SECRETARY's 0FFICK, 

HoNGKONO, 18th July , 1885. X n. !>01-i . 

Sm,- In answer to your letter of the 15th instant 1·cspecting the 

Quarantine R egulations published in the Govermnent Gazette of the 27th 

ult imo, 1 am directed by the Officer Administering the Government to 

inform you that His Excellency is advised that, in the present circumstances 

of the Colony, it would not be practicable to apply effectually those alter

uative precaut ionary measures which, according to the terms of. Lord 

DERBY' s despatch , woulu he necessary if quarantine were to be abolished.-! 

have, &c., 
Fl:~EDElUCK STEW ART, .Acting Col!>nial Sec1·eta?-y. 

T l11• Ilonnnmble \\')t. KESWH"J{, 

( 'hairman. 1/oi'[Jkony Uencral Chamber nf Commerce. 
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HoNGKONG- GENERAL Cu,unmn OF CtnnmRCF., 

HoxGKONG, 4tlt A u.qust, 188.). 

SIR,-With reference to this Chamber's letter of the 15th ul timo respect

ing the Quarantine Regulations published in the Honglwng Government 

Gazette of the 27th June last, and to your reply thereto, I am desired to 

state that the Committee would be glad to be informed of the pa1·ticnlar 

circumstances which render impracticable the adoption of the regn.lations 

r eferred to in paragraph 4 of Lord DERBY's despatch t? His E xcellency 
Governor Sir G. F. BowEN dated 13th February, 1885, as the Committee 

would be glad to render such assistance as is in their power with a view to 

removing the difficulties that may exist.- I have, &c., 

P. RYRIE, Vice-Chai·nnan. 

'l'he Honourable F . STEWART, LL.D., Acting Colonial Secretary. 

,~.Yo . 1052. COLONIAL SECRETARY's OFFICE, 
lloNGKONG, 8th August, 1885. 

Sm,- With reference to your letter of the 4th instant r'lgarding the 

Quarantine Regulations against Cholera, I have the honour to convey to 

you the thanks of His Excellency the Officer Administering the Government 

for the assistance which you have been good enough to offer, and which, as 

he well knows, is never wanting on the part of the Chamber, when the 

Government is in need of it. In this case, however, the removal of the 

difficulties referred to is rather beyond the power of the Chamber, arising 

as they do, in a great measure, from the habit~, condition, and nature of the 
people we have to deal with, and the difficulty of making any reliable ins

}l·~ction of vessels or tenements, where every endeavour is made to conceal 

disease. 

The Health Officers would have, in fact, to board every junk and other 

vessel and search it throughout, in order to detect the existence of Cholera or 

other diseu,se. Under these circumstances, therefore, and seeing that the 
l•est means of guarding against the introduction of Cholera are still snr round

t.>•l with doubt, the Officer Administering the Government and the Exe~n 
tive Council are firmly of opinion that it is far better, in a moment of grettt 

•iangcr, that the Govemor of this· Colony should hav.e the power in reserve 

of having recourse to Quarantine Regulations, rather than that we should. 

l•t.' clt•pendent altogether on a system of inspection, which, in tbe present 

~l·uditiou of the native population could not be properly enforced, 
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Gladly would His Excellency be relieved of the responsibility imposed 

on him, by clause 2 of the Regulations, of proclaiming certain Ports; but 

he would be happy to undertake any responsibility rather than run the risk 
of having Cholera in an epidemic form imported into the Colony in its 

present incomplete Sanitary condition. 
Hitherto His Excellency's powers have been so exercised as to cause no 

more inconvenience to the Mercantile Community than if no Quarantine 
Laws existed; and not only that, but as the correspondence in this Office
would show, he has done his very best to free all shi!JS leaving this port 
from any restrictions as regards Quarantine to which they might have been 

liable at their respective destinations during the present outbreak of Cho-

lera.-! have, &c., 

FREDERICK STEW ART, Acting Colonial Secreta1-y. 

The Honourable P. RYRIE, 
Vice-Cltairman ()ftlte HoNGKONG GENERAL CRAMBER OF CoMMERCE. 

(l 
HoNGKONG GEN.ERAL CHAMBER OF CoMMERCE, 

HoNGKONG, 25th Augu.~t, 1885. 

SIR,-1 have the honour to address you with reference to your reply of 

the 8th instant to this Chamber's letter requesting information as to the 
circumstances which render impracticable the adoption of the regulations 
referred to in paragraph f of Lord DERBY's despatch to His Excellency 
Governor Sir G. F. BowEN of 13th February, 1885, and to previous corres-

pondence on the subject of Quarantine. 
The opinion of this Chamber, as you are aware, was requested by Ris: 

Excellency the Governor on the 9th April last, respecting the question of 

Quarantine, with a view to early action by the Government and by the 
Colonial I.egislature; whereupon, the Committee recommended the adoption 

of regulations framed enth·ely on the same basis as those prevailing in the-

U uited Kingdom. 
I am desired by the Committee to state that they deeply regret that~ 

atier their representations upon the subject, and the hopes "hich wer& 
held out that the Quarantine Regulations of this Colony would be placed 
upon a footing similar to that which exists in the United Kingdom, n& 

steps have, up to the present, been taken to attain so desirable an object. 
The Committee would again point out the urgent necessity of at once 

taking steps to carry out the regulations referred to in paragraph 4 of Lord 

[ :H] 

DERBY's despatch to His Excellency Governor Sir G. F. BoWEN dated 13th 
Februa.ry, 1885, which is as follows~-

" If Quarantine were abolished, it would be necessary to give the· 
Governor in Council the power of making regulations similar to that 
possessed by the Local Government Board under Section 130 of the Public 
Health Act 1875, and it would be necessary for the Governor in Council to 
make regulations for the detention and examination of ships suspected of 

being infected with Cholera, or coming from places infected with Cholera; 
for the medical examination of the passengers aud crew, and for the removal 
from the ship and the detention a.nd treatment in proper isolated places 

of the sick persons on board; for the disinfection of the ship, and. for the 
disinfection or destruction of all infected articles on board similar to those 
made by the Local Government Board in their Order of 12th July, 1883. 
A copy of that Order is enclosed for your information, with copies of the 
accompanying letter to the Sanitary Authorities, and of a Memorandum by 

the Medical Officer of the Board on Precautions against the Infection of 

Cholera." 

The Committee desire, also, to call the attention of His Excellency 
the Governor to his despatch of the 19th December, 1884, to the Secretary 
of State, from which the Committee- gathers that Her Majesty's Govern· 

n:.ent are not in favour of the adoption of the system of Quarantine, and in 
which it is stated that-" there is a complete agreement among all who have 
a. practical acquaintance with the subject either in India or in the United 
Kingdom, that the generally received theory ~nd practice of Quarantine is 

not only useless, but also hurtful." 

The Committee are unable to gathe-r from the reasons alleged in your 
letter, in what manner or measure this Colony is to be more effectually 

protected from the- introduction of Cholera or other infectious disease from 
other Ports, by a continuance of the present system of Quarantine, than by 

the a.doption of such regulations as are considered quite- sufficient for the 
protection of the United Kingdom.-The Committee-, mol'eover, entirely fail 
to understand how the detention of Foreign ships or steamers-from which 
there is far less danger of introduction of disease to be apprehended tll.an 
from nativ.e vessels-can be efficacious in pre-venting the spread of disease, 

when the Executive expresses its. inability to exercise adequate supervision 
over the large number of native junks which enter the harbour from nearly 
all the Ports on this Coast. 

If the Executive of this Colony is unable to exercise complete supervi-
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sion over all vessels, native or foreign, that ente1· the waters of this Colony, 
then it is hardly necessary to point out that the system of Quara.ntine insist

ed upon by the Colonial Government is wholly inefficient and utterly 

useless, and that foreign vessels will be submitted to the injustice of 
detention and loss thereby entailed, while native vessels 'where every 

endea.vour is made to conceal disease' are to be allowed to escape, in conse
quence of the inadequacy of the staff of the Executive to enforce a proper 

system of inspection. 
With respect to the concluding paragraph of your letter in which refer-

ence is made to 'the present outbreak of Cholera,' I am desired to state 

that, up to the present time vessels leaving this port have been provided 
with clean Bills of Health, which the Committee presumes would not be 

done were the Port infected with Cholera; though the CommitttJe is aware 
that a. sporadic ·form of choleraic diarrhrea has been prevalent in this 

Colony during the summer months. 
The Committee desire, also, to call attention to that portion of their 

letter of the 15th July referring to the erection of a permanent Lazaretto 

on Stone Cut~ers' Island which has apparently been overlooked, and which 

runs as follows:-
"The Committee would suggest that a Lazaretto of a permanent 

character, for the reception of patients infected with Cholera, ·should be 
erected on the Quarantine Ground on Stone Cutters' Island. The Com

mittee is aware of the advantages to be derived from lodging the patients, 
in temporary structures, which can be burnt immediately they are free of 
patients, in order more effectuaf.ly to destroy all sources of infection, but 
they recognize, in view of the destructive effects of the typhoons to which 
the Colony is liable during the summer months, the advanta,ge of at least 

possessing a certain amount of permanent accommodation for the reception 

of patients in case of emergency." 
The constt·uction of the above, as well as the erection of commodious 

mat-sheds, the Committee recommends as urgent necessities; and the Com
mittee is unable to understand why the carrying out of these objects should 

be «.elayed, having regard to the absence of any such accommodation in the 
Colony, aud considering the strenuous recommendations that have been 

made with a view to obtaining the completion of the necessary buildings.-1 

have, &c., 
P. RYRIE, Vice-Chairman. 

The Honouraele F. STEWART, LL.D., Acting Cotonial Secretm·y, 
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No. 1191. COLONIAL SECRET.~RY's OFFICE, 

liONGKONG, 28th A ngust, 1885. 

Sm,-1 am directed by His Excellency the Officer Administe1·in(l' the 0 

Government to acknowledge the receipt of your letter of the 25th instant 
on the subject of Quarantine Regulations, and in reply I am to convey 

to you the following resolution of the Executive Council in the matter:-

"The Council advise that the Vice-Chairman of the Chamber of Com

merce be informed that the Executive Council has carefully considered bis 
letter, and that it sees no reason to alter its previous decision." - I have, &c., 

FREDERICK STEW ART, Acting Colonial Sec?·eta1·y. 

The Honourable P. RYRIE, 

Vice-Chairman, Ho~GKOXG GEXERAL CuA:'IlllEU oF Co)!MER\'F. . 

Ho:-<GKON'G GEx~:RAL CHAMBER OF Co:'IDIERCE, • 
l-IONGKONG, 15t!t Septemba, 1885. 

Sm,-By desire of the Committee of this Chamber I have the honour 
to lay before you the enclosed correspondence which has taken place 

between this Chamber and the Executive of this Colony, on the important 

subject of Quarantine Regulations. 

The Regulations, as you will gather frbm the correspondence, press 
most unduly and unfairly on Foreign Shipping frequenting the Port, 
while Chinese vessels, from which infinitely greater danger of dissemination 

of disease is to be apprehended, practically escape. 

The Committee desire me particularly to call your attention to the 

terms of Lord DERBY's despatch of the 13th February, 18811-copy of which 
\Vjj.S forwarded to this Chamber by Governor Sir GEoRGE F. BowEN-and 
to state that, after the confident expectation which this Chamber was led 
to entertain, that the Quara.ntine Regulations of this Colony would at last 
be placed upon a rational and satisfactory basis, similar to the system 

preva.iling iu the United Kingdom, the Committee feel they have no other 
course left open to them, in justice to the interests of this Colony, but 
to submit the whole question for your consid~ration and final decision. 

The Committee cannot help stating, also, that the action of the Exe

tutive has given rise to a vory general opinion in the Colony, that the 
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present regulations have been framed owing to the fact that no adequate 
provision has yet been made to meet any incursion of cholera or other 
epidemic disease into the Colony, a neglect to which, as will be gathered 
from the correspondence, this Chamber has repeatedly, but without effect 

or reply, called the attention of the Executive.-! have, &c., 

PH. RYRIE, Vice-Chairman. 

Colonel the Right Honourable F. STANLEY, 
ller Majesty's PrincipalBecretary of State for the Colonies. 

llu:i!GKO~G GE:\ERAL CHA~IBER Ol!' Co)mERCE, 

HoNGKONG, 15th September, 1885. 

Sm -I have the honour to acknowledge receipt of your letter of the , 
28th ultimo, communicating, for the information of this Chamber, a reso-
lution of the Executive Council on the subject of Quarantine Regulations 

) 

in this Colony. 
Taking into consideration the importance of the question of "Quaran

tine," respecting which the opinion of this Chamber was requested on the 
9th April last, and how deeply it affects this Colony, I am desired to state 
that the Committee regret that their letter of the 25th ultimo should have 

met with so curt and unsat'sfactory a reply. 
The Committee now feel (\Ompelled to submit the whole of the corres· 

ponden$!e, which has taken place between the Colonial Government ~nd 
this Chamber on the subject, to the Secretary of State for the Colorues, 

and to appeal to him for his final decision in the matter. 

I have the honour, therefore, to enclose a letter addressed to Her 
Majesty's Principal Secretary of State for the Colonies, in triplicate, and 

to request that His Excellency the Governor will be good enough to for

ward the same to the Secretary of State. 
, The Committee ha.s also addr-essed the London Chamber of Commerce, 

invoking its support towards the attainment of the object desired by this 

Chamber.-! have, &c., 

The Honourable F. STEWART, LL.D., 
Acting Colonial Sec1·etary. 

PH. RYRIE, Vice-Chairman. 

..... -
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HoNGKONG G:~o~NERAL CHAMBER OF co~BIERCE, 
HoNGKONG, 15tlt September, 1885. 

Sm,-1 have the honour to forward to you enclosed copy of a lette~· 
addressed by this Chamber to Her Majesty's Principal Secretary of State 
for the Colonies, covering copies of correspondence that has taken place 
between this Chamber and the Colonial Government here on the subject 
of "Quarantine" in this Colony. 

I am desired by the Committee of the Chamber to state that they 
eamestly trust that their representations to the Secretary of State may be 
strengthened by the support of the London Chamber of Commerce.-! 

have, &c., 
Pn. RYRIE, Vice- Clwi1·man. 

Tlte President, LoNDON CHAMBER oF CoMMERCE. 

No. 1278. 

CoLONIAL SECRETARY's 0FFHjEt 
HoNGKONG, 16th September, 1885. 

Sm,-I am directed by the Govemor to acknowledge t he receipt of 
your letter of yesterday, and to state that His Excellency will have much 
pleasure hi transmitting the letter addressed by t he Chamber of Commerce 
to the 'Secretary of State for the Colonies on the Quarantine question.-! 

have, &c., 

FREDERICK STEW ART;• Acting Colonial Secretary. 

The Honoumble P. RYRIE, 
Vice-Chairman, HoNGKONG GENERAL CHA:r.mER OF CoMMERCE. 

No. 1806. 

CoLONIAL SECRETARY's OFFicE, 
HoNGKONG1 28th Decembm·, 1885. 

St&,-Adverting to my letter No. 1278 of the 16th September last 
regarding the transmission to the Secreta1·y of State for the Colonies of the 
Chamber's letter of the 15th September, on the subject of the Quarantine 
Regulations of the Colony, I have the honour, by direction of His Excel
lency the Officer Administering the Government, to inform you that Colonel 
SrANLEY, while adhering to the opinion that the system of precaution 
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aaainst the introduction of infectious diseases from abroad which is adopted 
i= England is generally preferable to that of Quarantine, is not prepa1·ed, 
in view of the insanitary condition of Hongkong and other local circum
stances, to overrule the decision of the Colonial Government to retain for 
the present the modified system of Quarantine embodied in the existing 

Regulations.-! have, &c., 

FREDERICK STEW ART, Acting Colonial Secretary. 

The Honourable W. K ESWICK1 

Chainnan, HoNGKONG GENERAL CHAMBER oF CoMMERCE. 

F. 
lf.JoNGKONG GENERAL CuAMm:n -OF ColnlERCE, 

HoNGKONG, 8tlt 111ay, 1885. 

Sm,-I have the honour to address you, by desire of the Committee 

of this Chamber on the subJ. ect of the Chinese Emigration laws of 
" ' Hongkong and Singapore, the present conflicting nature of which is 

a source of considerable inconvenience, especially thaving regard to the 
variance in the number of passengers allowed to be carried in each 
Chinese Passenger ship, by the several regulations of the two Colonies, 
a greater number of passengers being allowed by the laws of this Colony 

to be carried on one_ voyage, than is sanctioned by the regulations of 

Singapore. 
The law of this Colony, ~vhich has been for some time in force, and 

found to work well, has until recently been recognized by the authorities 
at Singapore, and the Committee is unaware of any reason for the recent 

alteration in the regulations of that Colony. 
The Committee would be glad of the good offices of His Excellency 

the Governor, towards bringing about an assimilation of the Chinese 
Emigration laws of the two Colonies; and they desire, also, respectfully 
to suggest that representations be made to the Government of Singapore, 
recommending the adoption of the Hongkong Emigration Ordinances, 

hitherto enforced, as the recognized law of both Colonies.-! have, &c., 

The Hnnonrahle W. IL MARSH, C.M.G., 

Colonial Sccrctartt• 

Pu. RYRIE, Vice-Chairman. 

r 

No. 531. 
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CoLoNIAL SEcRETARY's OFFICE, 
HoNGKONG, 18th May, 1885. 

SIR,-In reply to your letter of the 8th instant, I am directeu by the 
Governor to inform you that the question of the conflict of the Emigration 
Laws of the Straits Settlements and Hongkong is already under the con

sideration of the Secretary of State for the Colonies, His Excellency having 
addressed his Lordship on the subject on the 13th ultimo.- ! have, &c., 

W . H. MARSH, Colonial Secretary. 

The Honourable P. RYRIE, 
Vice-Chairntant HoNGKONG GENERAL CHaMBER OF CoMMERCE. 

HoNGKONG GENERAL CHAMBER oF Cor.fll-mRcE, 

HoNGKONG, 4tlt August, 1885. 

Sm,-With reference to this Chamber's letter of 8th May last, addressed 

to the Colonial Secretary, respecting the inconvenience experiJnced. by the 

conflict between the Emigration Laws of this Colony and those of Singapore, 

I am desired further to state that, in the opinion of the Committee, the 

Legislature of Singapore in framing regulations overruling the law of Hong

kong, is acting beyond its powers, for the following reasons:-

The Regulations governing this Colony a11,d the Coast Ports, as to the 

numher of passengers allowed. to be carried on Chinese Passenger ships, are 

framed by the Governor of Hongkong umler"powers conferred upon him by 

, the Passengers A ct, 1855, (18 and 19 Vie. c. 104) an Imperial Act, which, 

iu the opinion of the Committee, the Legislature of Singapore has no power 

to overrule by an Ordinance passed in that Colony, the provi~ions of which 

cannot, it is submitted, affect an Imperial Act in such a way as to render it 

practically of no effect, which in fact proves to be the case, so long n:s the 

r<'gnlations framed by the Governor of I-Iongkong are rendered nugatory by 

the action of the Legislature of Singapore. 

Under these circumstances, the Committee would respectfully Sll"'"'est <>>=> 

that the 011inion of the Legal Advisers of the Government shoulu be obtained. 

upon this important point.-I have, &c., 

Pa. RYRIE, Vice-Clwinnan. 

The Houourahle F . STEWART, LL.D., A ctin{; Colonial SecTctary. 

i ~ 

~~~~~~~------------------~----------------------~~~~~~~~~--~ ~------~~----------------------------~------------------~ 
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Cor.ONIAL SECRETARY's OFFICE, 

HoNGKONG, 8th .August, 1885. 

Sm,:_In reply to your letter of the 4th instant respecting the conflict 

between the Emigration Laws of this Colony and those of Singapore, I am 
directed by His Excellency the Officer Administering the Government to 
inform you that, in the opinion of the Attorney General the question 
seems to be which Government shall 1·egulate the terms and conditions 

under which passenger ships sailing from China shall be allowed to carry 
passengers n·om China and Hongkong. The authority to regulate such 
traffic is specially conferred upon the Hongkong Legislature by the Im
perial Act 13 and 19 Vie. Cap. 104, Secs. 2 and 3; and if the local Ordi
nance of Singapore conflicted with the laws made by the Hongkong 
Le~islature under the above authority, the obvious way to adjust the differ-

"' ence would seem to be for the local Government at Singapore to amend 

their law.--1 have, &c., 

FREDERICK STEW ART, .Acting Colonial Secretary. 
,, 

Honourable P . RYRIE, 
Vice- Chainnan, HoNGKONG GENER.t\L C~AMBER o~ CoM;MERCE. 

No. 1098. 

--

CoLoNIAL SEcRETARY's OFFICE, 

HoNGKONG, 14th .August, 1885. 

SxR,-Adverting to my letter No. 1053 of the 8th instant, and to pre-. 

vious correspondence, I am directed by His Excellency the Officer Adminis
tering the Government to transmit to you the annexed copy of an Order in 
Council issued by the Government of the Straits Settlements assimilating 

the Emig1·ation Laws of that Co~ony with those of Rongkong.-1; have, &c.~ 

~RED 'BRICK STEW ART, .Acting Colonial Secretary. 

The Chairma?~ of the HoNGKONG GENERAL CHAMBER Oli' CoMMERCE. 

..... 
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GOVERNMENT NOTIFICATION-No. 426. 

The following Oruer by His Excellency the Officer Administering the 

Government in Council, under (<The Passenger Ships Ordinance, 1874," 

is published for general information. 

By His ExceUency's Command, 

CoLoNIAL SEcRETARY's OFFICE, 
Singapore, 4th .August, 1885. 

ORDER 

BY 

A. M. SKINNER, 
Acting Colonial Secreta1-y. 

HIS EXCELLENCY THE OFFICE:~ ADMINISTERING THE 

GOVERNMENT IN COUNCIL. 

UNDER 

"The Passenger Ships Ordinance, 1874.') 

Wherea~ it is expedient to make provision for tlte carriage of deck 
passengers to and from places without the limjts of tlte Straits of Malacca: 

Now it is hereby ordered by His Ex.cellency the Officer AuministerinO' ~ 0 

the Government of the Straits Settlements, by and with the advice of the 
Executive Council thereof, under the powers in that behalf givet' by Sec

tion 10 of ·~The Passenger Ships Ordinance, 1874,"' as foUows ~_:_ 
1. Ships of whatever- nationality arriv.ing at any port of the Colony 

from Hongkong, and British Ships arriving at any port of the Colony from 
any port or-place to which the legislation of the le~islature of Hon~kon("l 

"' 0 "' 

under "The Chinese Passenger Act, 1855,'' for the time l1eing ex.tends, 
n1ay bring deck passengers in such·number as may, in, each particular case, 

be allowed by auy certi~cate or licence issued by the pro:pm· officer under 

such legislative authority .. 

2. Any German Ship arriving at any port of the Colony from any of 
the Treaty Ports in China may bring deck passengers in such number as 

way be allowed &nd J?rescdbed by any certificate or licence issued by the 

~ ·._~~--~~~----------------------------------------~----~ 
~~._~------------------------------------------~~~~~~----~ ~ L" --3· 
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h T t Port from which she hn.s 
proper Germn.n Cons\Jlar authority at t e rea Y . . 
cleared in accordance with the German Consular Law for the time bemg 

applicable to such ships. 

CouNCIL CHAMBER, 

Singapore, 4th Aug1tst, 1885. 

A. P. TALBOT, 
Clerk of Councils. 

HoNGKONG GENERAL CHAMBER OF CoMMERCE, 

HoNGKONG, 4th September, 1885. 

SIR -I have the honour to address you, by desire of the Committee 

of this ~hamber, with refel·ence to an Order by His Exce~lency th~ Officer 

Ad 
. . t . the Government of the Straits Settlements m Council under 

m1ms ermg . h 
the Passenger Ships Ordinance, 1874, published in Smgapore on the 4t 

ultimo the provisions of which are as follows=--:-
,1. Ships of whatever nationality arriving at any port of the Colony 

from Hongkong, and Bl'itish ships arriving at a~y p~rt of the 
Colony from any port Ol' place to which the legislatiOn of the 
legislature of Hongkong under the " Chinese Passenger Ac.t, 
1855," for the time being extends, may bring deck passengers m 
such number as may, in each pal'ticular case, be allowed hy a~y 
certificate or licence issued by tbe proper o:fficel' under such legiS• 

lative authority. " 
h

. . . g at any port of the Colony from any 
2. Any German s 1p arrivm . 

of the Treaty Ports in China may bring deck passenger~ m sue~ 
number as may be allowed and pl'escribed by any certificate or 

1
. . d by the proper German Consular Authority at the 
10ence Issue . 

Treaty Port from which she has cleared in accordance with ~he 
German Consular Law for the time being applicable to such ships. 

It is with considerable surprise, and with feelings .of the. dee~est 
re ret that the C~mmittee of this Chamber hll.ve read this .Nottfica~wn, 

h
g. h it would appear, has been issued under direct instructwns re~elved 

W lC > .., • t · no diSCUS· 

h C 1 . l Office. for as far aB the (~ommlt ee lS aware, 
from t e ·O on1a , ' . . a . 

. took place upon the subject in the Legislative CounCll at S~noapote, 
st~n. had such an important alteration of the existing regulatwns been 

:u:::tted for consideration the whole question would undoubtedly hav~ 
been thoroughly discussed; the advantages conferred upon vessels. o 

G t
. l'ty to the detriment of British vessels together wJth 

el'man na Iona. 1 , · 
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those of all other countries, would have been strenuously opposed, and the 

Order in Council above referred to would never have been passed. 
You, Sir, will be aware of the lll.rge, valuable and increasing Native 

Passengers traffic that exists between the open Treaty Ports of Swatow 
and Amoy, and the Straits Settlements. This tl'ade has for some time past 

been carried on by vessels chiefly under the British and German flags. 
Recently, however, it wa.s discovered that a decided preference was shown 
by the native charterers for those vessels which bear the German flag; the 

reason being that these vessels cleared from China under the more favour
able conditions of the Regulations of the German Government which 
control their passenger traffic in these waters, while . British vessels were 
compelled to observe the Regulations of the Chinese Passengel' Act, 1855. 

(18 & 19 Vie. c. 104). 
The attention of the authorities at Singapore was called to the matter, 

and they, presumably with a view to carrying out an equitable regulation 
of this traffic, thenceforward compelled all vessels of whatever nationality 
carrying Chinese Passengers that entered the Port, to comply with the 
local regulations framed under the Passenger Ships Ordinance,' 1874. 

Under these local regulations several vessels, both British and German, 

were fined for carrying passengers in excess of the numbers allowed by 

them; British vessels, which had strictly complied with the directions of 
the Passenger Act, 1855, being thus subjected to the injustice of a fine, 
and an Imperial Act being thus practically annulled and oveiTidden by the 

provisions of an Ordinance of the Legislature ~f the Straits Settlements. 
Under these circumstances, representations on the subject were made 

to the Colonial Government here by this Chamber, and shortly afterwards 

the Order in Council at Singapore, above set out, was published. 
The German Government, the Committee 'is informed, have taken 

action in this matter, and have obtained concessions which have placed their 
Mercantile Marine in a position of most distinct advantage, vis-a-vis 
British and all other shipping; and the exercise of a special law has been 
}lermitted to another nation in a British Colony to the detriment of Her 

Majesty's subjects, who are debarred from sharing the privileges thus 

eonferred. 

For the purpose of illustrating in the clearest manner the actual 
working of the trade under German in contrast with British regulations, 
the Committee have selected two German vessels, now trading in these 

wat~r;:;, which present a fair type of stoamers engaged in the tra.ffic. 
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The difference between the German and British rules for measurement 

is first, that the regulations of the former Government allow vV eat her 
Deck Passengers throughout the year, while under British rules they are 
only permitted to be carried between the 16th October, and the 3] st J.Vlay ; 

secondly, the German rules allow one Deck Passenger for every twelve feet 
superficial of deck space, while British rules permit one for every sixteen 

feet superficial of deck space. 

These facts show so conclusively the great disadvantage under wh ich 

British shipping is placed by these new Regulations of the Government of 
t he Straits Settlements in favour of vessels under the German flag, that 
further comment would seem unnecessary, and the Committee of this 
Chamber cannot urge too st,rongly the necessity for their immediate with• 

drawal. 
The Committee would, also, respectfully suggest that, in order to 

render the evil effects wrought by the new regulations of as short a duration 

as possible, instructions be at the earliest opportunity forwarded, by t elegraph, 
to the authorities at Singapore, cancelling, or, at least suspending, until 

' full consideration has been given to this subject, the recent regulations. 

Considering the enormous disadvantages under which B ritish shipping 

htbours, having regard to the fact that British vessels receive no assistance 
~imilar to the subsidies and bounties which are granted by fo1·eign nations 
to their Mercantile Marine, it is obvious that a gratuitous tax to the extent 
of 8 per cent. or 9 per cent. on capital value, :> handsome return in t.hese 
da,ys of shipping depression, must have the most disastrous effects in its 

) 

operation upon British vessels engaged in this special traffic.- I have, &c., 

P. RYRIE, Vice- Cliai1·man. 

Colonel The Right Honourable F. STANLEY, 
H er Majesty's Pl'incipal St!c1·eta1·y of State fm· the Colonies, 

,s:c., q·c., ,S·c. 

HoNGKONG GENERAL CHA~mER oF CoMMERCE, 

HoNGKONG, 4tlt Scptembe1·, 188.'5. 

Sm,-I have the honour to enclose a letter addressed to Her Majesty's 

Principal Secretary of State for the Colonies, in triplicate, with reference to 

a l'IWCnt Order in Council of His Excellency tlm Officer Administering the 

f:tl\'Crnment of the Straits Settlements, and to the Chinese Pas~cugcr Laws, 
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and to request that His Excellency the Governor will be good enough to 

forward the same by the outgoing ruail.-1 have, &c., 
Pu. RYRIE, Vice-Chai1'tnan. 

The Honourable F. STEWART, LL.D., Acting Colonial Secreta1-y. 

--
HoNGKONG GENERAL CilAMBER OF CoMMERCE, 

HoNGKONG, 9th September, 1885. 

Sm,-1 have the honour to enclose for your information, copy of a letter 

alldressed by this Chamber to Her :Majesty's Principal Secreta? of State for 

the Colonies with reference to a recent Order in Council of Hts Excellency 

the Officer Administering the Governm~nt of the Straits Settlements, and to 

the Chinese Passenger Laws.-1 have, &c., 
PH. RYRIE, Vice-Chairman. 

N. R. O'Coxoa, Esquire, 
1Je1· Majesty 's Chm·ge d'Ajfttires, PEIUNG. 

HoNGKONG GENERAL CHAMm~R OF Co::o.nmttcE, 
lloNGKONG, 9th September, 1885. 

DEAR Sxn,-1 am desired by the Committee of this Chamber to trans-

't to yon for the information of the Singapore General Chamber of nu , . , 
Commerce, copy of a letter addressed by this Chamber to Her :M:a]esty s 

Principal Secretary of State for the Colonies, with reference to a recent 
Order in Council of His E~cellency the Officer Administering the Govern

ment of the Straits Settlem~nts and to the Chinese Passenger Laws.-1 

am, &c., II. M. BAILY, Secreta1·y. 

1'/w Secreta?·y, SINGAPORE G ENERAL CIIAliBER OF co~lMERCE. 
The See1·etary, A:\lOY GENERAL CHAMBER OF CoMMERCE. 

T!te Secretary, Foocnow GENERAL CHAlllBER OF CoMMERCE. 

--
HoNGKONG GENI<:RAL CHAMBER OF Co~umRCE, 

HoNGKONG, llth September, 1885. 

SrR - I have the honour to enclose copy of a letter addressed by 

this Cb~mber to Her :Majesty's Principal Secretary of State for the Colo· 

nies with reference to a recent Order in Council of His E xcellency the 

Officer Administering the Govemment of the ~traits Settlements, and to 

the Chiurse Passenger L <tWS.-
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The Committee eat•nestly trust that they may meet with the cordial 

co-operation of the London Chamber of Commerce in support of the views 
expressed in their letter to the Secretary of State on this subject, which 

is one of paramount importance to British Shipping Interests in these 

waters.-! have, &c., .. PH. RYRIE, Vice-Ciwirman. 

The President, LoNDON CrrAMRER OF CoMMERCE. 

CoLoNIAL SECRETARY's OFFICE, 

No. 1260. HoNGKONG, 11th Septembe1·, 1885. 
SIR,...:...1 am directed by Governor Sir G. BowEN to acknowledge the 

receipt of your letter covering a letter addressed by the Chamber of 

Commerce to the Secretary of State for the Colonies on the 4th instant. 

His Excellency entirely agrees with the views of the Chamber on the 

important subject in question, and has strongly recommended them to 

favourable consideration by the outgoing mail.- ! have, &c., 

FREDERICK STEW .A.R,T, Acting Oolonicd SeCII'etary. 

The Honourable P. RYRIE, 
Vice-Ohai1·man, HoNGKONG GENERAL CHAMBER OF ·COMIIIERCE. 

CHAMBER oF CoMMERcE, 
SINGAPORE, 7th Septe1nber, 1885. 

SIR,-1 beg to forward f or your inform~tion copy of an Order in 

Council recently issued by the Straits Govern.nent r elative to the importa

tion of deck passengers from places beyond this Colony. 
You will notice that British and German vessels arriving from the 

Treaty P01·ts of China are put on a different footing thereby; and no 

security seems to have been ta.ken . that the distinction will not operate to 

the disadvantage of the former. 
The matter is likely to prove of serious importance to the numerous 

British steamers engaged in the Chinese coolie trade and this Chamber 

inttJnds to address a remonstrance to the Straits Government as soon as it 
is in possession of full information as to how British and German vessels 

will be affected by the new rule. 
I am therefore to ask the favom· of your kindly forwarding t o me any 

statements or returns which may be in your possession or which you may 

bo: able to obtain, showing the difference in ship~' measurement o1lowcd by 

..... 
-~~~-~~ ---------------~------------~~~~m?~~-~--~~~----------------------------------
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the German Consular Authorities at Swatow, Amoy and the other Chin:b 

ports, as against these sanctioned by our own Consular Officers. I hav& 
only to add that for any information you can give bearing on the subject, 

this Chamber will be much obliged.-! am, &c.~ 
A.LEX. GENTLE, Se&l'etalry .. 

The SeMetary, CHAMBER OF CoMMERCE, HoNGKONG .. 

--
CHAMBER. OF CoMMERCE, 

SINGAPORE, 29th September, 1885". 

DEAR Sm,-1 have much pleasure in owing receipt of your letter of' 

9th instant, transmitting two copies of a letter recently addressed by your 
Chamber to Her Majesty's Secretary of State for the Colonies, on the sub
ject of the recent Order in Council of date 4th August, issued by the. 

Governor of the Straits Settlements by order of the Rome Government. 
The able letter from your Chamber supplies precisely the information 

. asked for in my letter address.ed to you on the 7th inst., and this Chamber 
has lost no ~~me in forwarding a copy of it to the Straits Government. I 
now forward for your informati.on co~ies of the correspon~ence which has. 

ensued.-! am, &c., ALEX. GENTLE, SeC'I'etalry_. 

The Sec1·etary, GEN.ERAL CHAMBER oF CoMMERCE, HoNGKONG .. 

--
CHAMBER OF CoMMERCE, 

(Copy.) , SINGAPORE, 22-nd S~tember, 1885-. 

Sm,-1 haV{l the honour by direction of the Chamber of Commerce,., 

respectfully to beg the attention of the Government to the working of tha 
recent Order in Council of date 4th August, 1885, regarding ships engaged 
in the Passenger Trade between Hongkong or the Treaty Ports of China. 
and this Colony, and to forward for the information of the Government, 
copy of a lette1· of remonstral\.ce on the subject, addressed by the Hongkong 

Chamber of Commerce to. the. Secretary of State for the Colonies. 
When. the Order in question was published, this Chamber viewed it 

with anxiety and distrust, but, believing that it emanated from the Colonial 
Office and thinking it unlikely that such an international arrangement 
would be concluded, by the British Government, without its full scope and; 
effect being foreseen and appreciated, .resolved to make S\lre of the f~cts, 
be~m·e addressing the Government on the subject. 

r 
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'rhe letter which I have now the honour to enlose, and which has 
anticipated the inquiries of this Chamber, supplies exactly the informa.tion 
that was wanted and fully confirms the fear of this Chamber, that the 
effect of the Order in Council is to place vessels under the German flag at 
an advantage over our own ships in our own Colonies and actually to give 
a bounty of from 8 to 10 per cent. to vessels of that nationality engaged in 

the coolie trade. 
The letter from the Hongkong Chamber of Commerce places the 

grievance in ~o clear a light that further elucidation seems superfluous; 
and it only remains for this Chamber to indorse the earnest remonstrance 
11-nd protest which that letter contains and to appeal to His Excellency the 
Officer Administering the Government to do what he can to abate the 
manifest injustice if not by revoking or suspending the obnoxious order, 
at least by laying the whole facts before Her Majesty's Government, with 
a. view to procure an equitable settlement with as little delay as possible, 
either by inducing the German Government to conform its scale of passen
ger licences to ours, or by extending our Consular and Colonial Scale to 
the German limit, which if a safe and humane one under a 'forei"'n flag t:> , 

must be equally so for our own ships.-! have, &c., 

ALEX. GENTLE, Secretary. 

The Honourable THE CoLONIAL SECRE;'J;ARY, Straits Settlements. 

CoLONIAL SECRETARY's OFFICE, 
(Copy.) SINGAPORE, 25th Septembe1·, 1885. 

Sxn,- I am directed by the Acting Governor to acknowledge the receipt 
of your letter of the 22nd instant, with regard to the working of the Order 
in Council of the 4th August, with regard to the Passenger Trade between 
Hongkong and Treaty Ports of China and the Straits Settlements, and 

enclosing a printed copy of a letter from the Hongkong Chamber to the 

Secretary of State upon the same subject. 

2. In reply l am directed to state that His Excellency prior to the 
receipt of your letter, had s.ome time back taken the first opportunity of 
drawing the attention of Her Majesty's Government to the same objection 
which has been now urged by the Ch~mbers of Commerce here and in. 

Hongkong. 
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3. I am to add that His Excellency will forward your letter by the 

outgoing mail to the Secretary of State with an intimation that the suuject 

is one of great and pt·essing importance.-! have, &c., 

A. 1\'1:. SKINNER, Acting Colonial Sec1·etary. 

The Sec1·etary to the CHAMBER OF CoMMERCE, Singapm·e. 

CHAlHlER OF CoMMERCE, 

SINGAPORE, 28th Septembe1·, 1885. 
(Copy.) 

Sm,-I have the honour to own receipt of your letter of date 25th 

instant, Mise. 7905 of 1885 and to thank you for the prompt attention which 

has been given to the subject of the unequal operation of the recent Order 

in Council in regard to British and German vessels engaged in the China 

coolie trade. 
Referring again to the letter of the :S:ongkong Chamber of Commerce, 

a copy of which I had the honour to forward to you recently, I am now 

able to insta~ce a case in point, which illustrates the grieva.nce complained 

of by British ships. 
The British steamer Ha1·tm· arrived on the 26th instant from Swatow, 

where she was allowed to ship only 579 passengers. Her Agents in China 

state, that if under German colours she could have brought 850.-I have, &c., 

ALEX. GENTLE, Sem·eta.1·y. 

The Honoura.ble THE CoLONI.&L SECRETARY, Straits Settlements. 

--
AMoY GENERAL CHAMBER OF CollrMERCE, 

AllOY, 24th September, 1885. 

Sm,-1 have to acknowledge receipt of your despatch of the 9th inst., 

handing this Chamber copy of a letter addressed by your Chamber to Her 

Majesty's Principal Secretary of State for the Colonies, with reference to 

a 1·ecent Order in Council of His Excellency the Officer Administering the 

Government of the Straits Settlements and to the Chinese Passengers Laws, 

for which this Chamber begs to thank you.-! am, &c., 

ROBER'£ H. BRUCE, Vice-Chairman. 

Tlte Sccl'etary, Ho~GltO::-IG GENERAL CHAMBER oF COMMERCE. 

.... 

No. 178. 
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CoLONIAL SECRETARY's OPFICE, 

HoNGKONG, 30th Janumy, 1886, 

SIR,-AJverting to my letter No. 1098 of~ the 14th August, n.nJ to 

previous correspondence, I am directed by His Excellency the Officer 

Administering the Government to transmit to you the annexed copy of a 

fnrther Order in Council issued by the Government of the Straits Settlements, 

which supersedes the former order, dated the 4th August, 1885, and assimi

lates th&Emigration Laws of that Colony to those of Hongkong.-I have, &c., 

FREDERICK STEW ART, Acting Colonial Secretary. 

The Honourable W. KESWICK, Clwirmftn, 

· HoNGKONG G ENERAL CHAMBER oF Cor.DIERCE. 

ORDER 

BY 

HlS EXCELLENCY THE GOVERXOR IN COUNCIL, 

UNDER 

The Passenger Sltips 01·dinance, 1874. 

Whereas it is expedient to make provision for the · carriage of deck 

passengers to and from places without the limits of the Straits of Malacca : 

Now it is hereby Ordered by His E xcellency the Governor of the 

Straits Settlements, by and with the advice o"f the Executive Council thereof, 

umler the powers in that beh?'l£ given by Section 10 of "The Passen"'er 

Ships Ordinance, 1874," as follows:- "' 

1. The Order in Council maue uncler the said Ordinance on the 4th day 

of Augu:;t, 1885, is hereby cancelled. 

2. Ships of whatever nationality arriving between the 20th day of 

~)ctoher and the 5th day of June both inclusive at any port of the Colony 

from Hongkong, and British Ships arriving during such period as aforesaid 

at any port of the Colony from any port or place to which the legislation of 

t~e legislature of I-Iongkong under "The Chinese P assenger Act, 1855," for 

~ 0 time being extends, may bring deck passengers in such number as may 

m each particular case, be allowed by any certificate or license issued by the 

prnpcr officer under such legislative authority. 
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3 Shi ps arnvmg durmg the peno . Ch' 
. . . . , . t of the Colony from any of the Treaty Ports m ma 

meutwued at any por . b . deck passen"'ers in such number as 
. ·' t being British Shrps may rmg , o . h 

anu no B 't' h Sh'ps arriving from any snc 
ll d 'f such ships were n IS r 

would be a owe 1 d' lause is mentioned or referred to, 
lace as in the last prece mg c . 

port or p h hip shall be furnished on deck wrth a 
vided always that every sue s 

!:~table awning and screens sufficient for the protection of the deck passen• 

gers from the sun and from rain, of 
1 d of June a.nd the 19th day 

4. No ship arriving between the 6t 1 ay . 
. . . t of the Colony from any such port or 

October both mclusrve at any por . 
. th' Order is mentioned or referred to shall under any err-

place as m 1s 

b 11 wed to brincr deck passengers. 
cumstances e a o o f 

l
·n . Courlcil shall have effect from the 15th day o 

5. This Order 

February, 1886. 

CouNCIL CHAl\1BEit, 

Singapore, i ll!t January , 1886. 

G. 

TELEGRAM. 

"Entrance Tamsui" harbour blocked. 

We beg that port may be opened. 

To British Minister, Peking. 

TELEGRAM. 

A. P. TALBOT, 

Cte1·k of Councils. 

23rd June, 1885. 

Steamers forbidden to enter. 

RYRIE. 

24th June, 1885. 

Yamen state telegraphic orders issued to clear obstructions navigation 

at all ports immediately. 
O'CONOR. 

Cltairman, CllA.lllBER OF ColDIERCE, HONGKONG. 
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C oLONIAL SECRETARY's O FFI CE, 

No, 877; HONGIWNG, 15th July, 1885. 

Sm,-I am directed by His Excellency the Officer Administering the 

Government to transmit to you the enclosed letter to your address, received 

under flying seal, from Her Britannic Majesty's Charge d'Affaires af; 

Peking.-! have, &c., 
FREDERICK STEW ART, .Acting Colonial SeCi•etary. 

The Honourable P. RYRIE, 
VicP- Ohai1'man, HONGKONG GENERAL CHAMBER OF CoMMERCE. 

PEKING, 25tlt June, 1885. 

Sm,-I beg to acknowledge the receipt of your telegram of the 23rd 

instant informing rue that the entrance of the Tamsui Hat·bour was blocked 

and that steamers were forbidden to enter; and requesting me on behalf of 

the Chamber to obtain the opening of the Port. 
In reply I have to state that some days before the receipt of your 

telegram, I had pointed out to the Chinese Government the necessity of 

removing all obstructions to navigation at the Treaty Port~ now that a 

Treaty of Peace had been concluded between France and China. I was 

informed, however, that the evacuati0n of Formosa by the French would 

have to be completed before full freedom of navigation could be restored, 

and the only modification of this decision I could obtain was a promise 

that telegraphic orders should be sent to the various authorities concerned, 

to make such preparations for the removal of the obstacles at the entrance 

of the various ports as would enable them to be opened at short notice. 

On receipt of your telegram which arriv~d almost simultaneously with 

one to the same effect from the Chamber of Commerce at Amoy, I again 

applied to the Yamen, and was then informed that the evacuation of 

Formosa having been completed on the 21st of June, a Decree was issued 

on the 23rd instant, ordering the immediate removal of obstructions at all 

the ports. Orders in this sense had accordingly been circulated by tele

graph. 

I therefore sent you on the evening of the 24th instant a telegram in 

the following words:-
"Yamen states telegr~phic orders issued to clear obstructions to navi

gation at all ports immediately."-! have, &c., 
N. R. O'CONOR. 

The Honourable P . RYRIE, 

Vice-Chairman, CHAMBER OF CoMMERCE, HONGKONG. 
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HoNGKONG, 14th Aity·u.st, 1885. 

Sm,- We beg t o request that you will <lirect the attention of the 

Committee of the Chamber of Commerce to the serious injury which con

tinues to be inflicted upon Shipping, by the delay which has occurred in 

the 1·emoval of the obstructions which were placed in the Canton River 

during the recent Franco-Chinese Embroglio. You arc aware tlmt owing 

to the existence of these obstructions, Coast steamers, instead of being able 

to proceed to the accustomed anchorage off Shameen, have to remain at 

Whampoa, causing an extra delay of two days and sometimes more each 

trip, in ad<lition to which mut:h risk aml expense is iucurre<l in transporting 

ca.rgo from 'Vbampoa to. Cltntou. Thi::. was markedly experienced during 

th\3 recent floods. 
The Chamber of Commerce at Foochow lately moved energetically 

with reference to the obstructions in the River Min, and we learn with 

pleasure that both there and at W oosung all himlrances to customary 

navigation have been removed. We are not aware of any reason why the 

port of Canton should be in a less satisfactory position than those above 

named, and we trust that the Chamber may promptly take such steps as 

may be needful, to ensme immediate remova.l of all obstacles to free access 

to the usual anchorage at Canton. 
We furthe1· beg to draw the attention of the Chamber to the grave 

injury which we gather from the Local Newspapers is intended to be im

posed upon British Steamers trading between the open Ports of China and 

the Straits Settlements. That privileges should be accorded, in the waters 
of an English Colony, to st'~amers of other nationalities, denied to those 

under the British flag, seems to us such a flagrant injustice that we hope 

your Chamber will at once make such 1·epresentations, as will render 

inoperative, legislation which would place British ships under disability 

vis-a-vis other flags.-We are, &c., 
JARDINE, MATHESON & Co. 

H. M. BAir.Y, E sq., 
Sec1·etary, HoNGKO!'i'G GENERAL CHA:'tlBER OF Co~DIERCE. 

TELEGRAM 15tl~ August, 1885. 

To B1·itish Jlliniste1·, Felling. 
Obstructions Canton River causing serious loss shipping. Chamber 

rcqnests .Minister urge authorities exercise greater expedition their removal. 
CHAMBER COMMERCE. 
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HoNGKONG G c ENERAL IIAMBER OF COlL'I[ERCE, 

HoNGKONG, 18t/t Auyust 1885. 

GENTLEMEN -1 b t k ' • ' eg o ac nowledge receipt of your letter f 
insta.nt, requesting me to direct the att t' f . o the 14th en wn ° my Committee t tl · 
injury inflictecltipon Shipping by the d 1 . h . o Ie serwus e ay m t e removal of obstru f · 
the Canton river ; and, also, calling attention to the . . c wns m 
appare tl t b · grave lllJUry which is 

n y o e Imposed upon British Stea t l' . mers rac mg between th 
Ports of Clnna and the Straits Settl t. b e open emeu s, Y the accordance of · 'I 
to steamers of other nationalities denied to th d . . pnvi eges · ose un er the Bntish fla 

Your letter received the careful consideration of the . g. . 
last Meeting on the 15th instant H . B . . Committee at rts . . er ntanmc :Majesty's representative at 

Pekmg has been communicated with both b t l 

vi~w to securing the immediate removal oi t:ee:~::u:~~o:: i~tt~:· ~i~~o: 
River, and a communication to Her MaJ'esty's p . . l S f l C l . rmCipa ecretary of State 
or tIe o omes on the subject referred t . tl . will be d l . o m te second portwn of yom letter 

espatc ted by an early opportunity I l & .- 1ave, c., 

H. M. BAILY, Secretary. 

Messrs .• JARDINE, MATUESON & Co., HoNGKONG. 

HoNG KONG GENERAL Cn D">E C '.,., R OF <UDrEHCE 

, HoNGKONG, 18tlt Augus,t, 188.5. 

Sm,-1 have the honour to inform you that on the 1 "th . t · l f ' 0 IllS aut ·t telc 
gram lU t le ollowing words was audressed t 1 . ' ' -' · 0 you )y this Chamber. 

"OLstructions Canton river causin.,. . 1 o serwus oss shipping- Chamber 

l'C<JUC~ I s :Minister mge authorities exercise t , grea er expedition their removal. 

-Chamber Commeree. 

The Committee of this Chamber havin.,. learned " n l tt f 25 "' with satisfaction from 
. \ Ir .e er o. th June last, that telegraphic instructions had b . . .1 

hy th Cl · ' een Issueu 
e Hnese Authorities ordering the immediate . l f . 

at nil the Treaty p t .
1 

remova o obstructwns 
' or s, unucrstood that immediate r . 

orders would be sh b l . . eomp Iallce With those 
. own y t IC authonhes at the port of C t I an on. 

nm requested, however by the C . t •·ontinues to be . fl' t d . , . ommtt .ce, to state that serious loss 
Ill lC e upon shrpping by th d l . nh~lructions in th C• t R' . e e ay m the removal of the 
e ,Ill on 1\' Cr, no attempt h:wing hcen made, a:- far Hf< llt\' 
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Committee is aware, to remove the barriers which were formeu in the river 

at Whampoa during the recent hostilities between France and China. 
· Great inconvenience is experienceu by the inability of steamers to pro-

ceed beyond Whampoa, considera.ble expense being necessarily incurred in 

conveying cargo in boats between that place and Canton, and serious loss 

occasioned to the steamers by the consequent delay. 
Under these circumstances, I am desired by the Committee to request 

that you would make such representations to the Imperial Government as 
may secure the necessal'y steps being taken to obtain ·the restoration of the 

river to its former condition, and to ensure that the work be carried on with 
greater expedition than has been hitherto displayed, which, in the interests of 

foreign shipping and of the port itself is earnestly to be desired.-I have, &c., 
:Pn. RYRIE, Vice-Cltaimwn. 

N. R. O'CoNon, Esq., 
Her Majesty's Chm·ge d'Ajfai1·es, PEKING. 

No. 1240. 
CoLONIAL SECRETARY's OFFICE, 

HoNGKONG, 7th Septembe1·, 1885. 

Sm,-1 am directed by His Excellency the Governor to transmit to 

you the annexed copy of a letter from Her Britannic Majesty's ~harge 
d'Affaires at Peking on the subject of the removal of the obstructwns to 

llavigation in the Canton River.-1 have, &c., 

FREDER1CK STEW ART, Acting Colonial Secretary. 

The Honourable W. KEsWIOK~ 
Cl

1
ai1-man, HoNGKONG GENERAL CnA.MBER OF ColliMERCE. 

H. B. M.'s Charge d'Ajfai1·es, Peking, to the Gove1·n01· of IIonglwng. 

No. 195. PEKING, 20tlt August, 1885. 

Sm,-I have the honor to inform your Excellency that having recently 

received a telegram from the Chamber of Commerce at Hongko~g com· 
plainitlg that the obstructions to navigation in the Canton River were 

causing serious loss to shipping, and requesting me to urge the Chinese 
Government to cause expedition to be exerciseq. in their removal, I at once 

brought the mat tor to the notice of the Prince and Ministers of tl.le Tsungli 

Yr.mcu . 

.... 

[ 45 ] 

I am now informed by His Highness and Their Excellencies that they 
had already written to the Governor General at Canton calling upon him 
to consider the arrangements to be made for removing the obstructions 
complained of, but that they would again request His Excellency in ex
plicit tel'ms to act in this matter with expedition. 

I venture to ask your Excellency to cause this information to be com~ 
municated to the Chamber of COJillllerce.-I have, &c., 

His Excellency Sir G.moROE BowEN, G.C.M.G., 
Gove·nwr of Hongkong, 

N. R O'CONOR. 

&c., &c., &c. 

H. 
PROPOSED CONGRESS OF THE CHAMBERS OF COMMERCE 

OF THE EMPIRE.-1886. 

LONDON CHAMBER Of COM:IlERCE, 
, 84-85, King William Street, 

LoNDON, E.C., 16tlt June, 1885. 

Sm,-1 mu desired, on behalf of the Cou·ncil of the London Chamber of 

Commerce, k• enq_uire whether your Chamber will be disposed to participate 

in a Congress or Conference of the whole of the Chambers of Commerce or 

Mercantile Associations of the British Empiretto be helu in London, probably 
in July, 1886-in conjunction with the Indian and Colo~ial E:x;hibition which 

is being organised for that year. I need hardly sta,te that this idea of a. 

Congress is not founded upon any preconceived basis, other than bringing 

together for the first time, not only the Mercantile Associations of the entire 

Empire, but also the leading men representing those particular associo.tions, 

with a view of facilitating a more intimate intercourse between those who 

will probably be calleu upon to promote the solution of questions of public 

or imperial interest which will arise within the next few years. 
In order that there. may be no misapprehension as to the economies of 

the proposetl Conference, it is thought prefero.ble (subject to general approval) 

that questions of tariffs or duties should not be discussed. 

This Chamber is not desirous, at this juncture, of laying down any 

pnrt,icular programme for the proposed Congress, but it thinks that the 
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he,;t means ·<,f arranging a progrmninc of qne:;tious to uc con~iJereJ by 

representatives attending it would be by asking each Chamber disposetl to 

take part, to suggest (in their reply to this circular) the topics which they 

either consider to be of the greatest public interest or of the greatest import

ance to the British mercantile community. Amongst these questions will 

probably be found Imperial Federation, Emigration, the desirability of the 

Colonies joining the International Postal Union (or even in a Briti:>h Postal 

Union of a much closer character), State Guarantee of W a.r Risks, the Cotli

fication of Commercial Law, llills of Lading Reform, advantages of the 

Metric System of weights, measures and currency, Railway D evelopment, 

Means of Communication, and the opening up of new markets for goods. 

If it is found that the above proposal-in its untrammelled an<l broadest 

form-is sufficiently supportecl to ensure the meeting being both influential 

a nd representative, it is intendetl on receipt of the necessary adhesions, to 

form a. Committee of Organisation in London, composed of the Colonial 

A gents-General, and of one commercial representative resident in L ondon, 

nomiuatecl l~y each Chamber of Commerce or Commercial Association taking 

part in the Congress. This Committee will select a programme of questions 

from those suggested by the Chambers or Associations themselves, as above 

requested, and will draw up the regulations umler which the business of the 

Congress will be conducted. 
I t is confidently believed, in th e United Kingdom, that if some snch 

meeting as that w hich we hav e, intentionally, projected ou broad lines-in 

order that its ultimate composition may be more that of the participating 

p ar ties than of the London Chamber of Commerce-(which desires to be 

recognised simply as the originator of the suggestion) - could be carried out 

in the same friendly and serious spirit with which it is proposed, it may lead 

to effects upon the inter-colonial trade of this Empire, the importance of 

which cannot be over-estimated. 
Trus ting your Chamber will give this proposal its serious, and favourable 

consideration, and awaiting your reply,-I am, &c. 

KENRIC B. MURRAY, &cretm·y. 

P.S.-Chmnbers or Associations intending to take part in the Congress 

arc requested to nominate their representative in Lomlon on the Committee 

of Organisation without delay. 

The Sec1·eta1"!f, IlONGKONG Cn.urnER OF Co)IMERCE. 

,.. 

....... 
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. AUTHOIUSED REPRESENTATIVE::\ I~VITATION 'fO DUJ .Y 

OF..:;BlUTISII AND l''OREIGN CHAMBERS OF CONl.MERCE 

TO MEETIXGS OF THE LOXDOX CHAMBEH. 

LONDON CHAMllER OF C01DIERCl;, 

84-85, King Willia m Street, 

LoNDON, E.C., June, 1885. 

ommerce, es1rous of enterin"' into Sm,-The London Chamber of C d · 

direct relations with s imilar Associations throughout the vV orld, has pa:ged a 

Re:;olution in favour of admitting to its Meetings, duly authorised Represen

tatives of Chamber~ of Commerce of all N ationalities, who mny be present 

iu London, aml mltY intimate their desire to attend the Meetings of the Council 

of this Chamber, which are heltl on the second Thursday of each mouth 

(except August and September) , at 4 p.m. 
I beg, therefore, that you will Kindly inform the Officers and Members 

of tbe Council of your Chamber, that au_y gentleman nominated Represen

tative of your Association, and fnmishcd with n letter signed by one of its 

Officers confirming the nomination, will possess the right of attedding any of 

the Council or other Meetings of this Chamber which may occur during his 

presence in the Metropolis. 
T rusting that this arrangement may, as occasion offers, be a means of 

bringing our respect ive Associations into closer and more regular communi-

cation,-I am, &c. 
ICENRIC B. M U RRAY, Secretary. 

T_!te Sec1·etwy, liONGKONG CnA~Il3ER OF C0'miERCE. 

HoNGKONG GENERAL CHAl iBER oF CoMMERCE ' 
HoNGKONG, 28th December, 1885. 

Sm,-In reply to the invitation of the Council of the Lomlon Chamber 

of Commerce, embodie<l in your letter of the 16th July last, I am directed by 

my Committee to state that this Chamber will be g latl to take part in the 

proposed Congress of Chambers of Commerce or Mercantile A ssociations of 

the British Empire, to be held in London in 1886 in conjunction with th e 

Indian and Colonial Exhibition now being organised for that year, an<l to 

inform you tha t the Honourable W. KESWICI{, M.L.C., Chairman of this 

< 'hmuhcr, ha:; been unanimously elected to represent thi:o Chamber at th e 

Congress. 
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· l R t t've of this Chamber ~h. KRsWICK has also been nouunatel c.cpresen a l 

to attend the Council or other Meetings of the London Chamber of Commerce, 

in accordance with the invitation enclosed in your letter of the above date.-

1 am, &c., 
H. M. BAILY, Secretary . 

T!te Secretm·y, LoNDON CnAMBER m' Co~ntERCE. 

I. 

POLICE NOTIFICATION. 

The Applications for Permission to ship o1· la.ud cargo at night having 

recently become unusually numerous the undersigned will be p~epar~•: to 

receive before the 1st July 1885, on the one side any statement m wntmg 

setting forth the supposed necessity of this work being done at night, or on 

the other side any objections t~ this comse from Insurance Companies, Officers 

of Ships, or other parties interested. 
Full freedom of action is reserved on the part of the Government. 

W. M. DEANE, Capt. Supt. of Police. 

CENTRAL PoLICE OFFICE, 25tlt June, 1885. 

( Circula1·.) 

---
CENTRAL PoLICE BARRACKS, 

HoNGKONG, 30tlt June, 1885. 

DEAR SIR,-As in answer to the advertisement that has recently 

appeared in the newspapers concerning the landing and taking off cargo. at 

night, no letter has been received in favour of such a course., I must ~urmg 
the present season hold that the objections against that course, VIz., the 

noise the increased chance of theft, and the injustice done to the officers 

of st;amers by keeping them up all night, and thereby tending to diminish 

the chance of the safe navigation of the vessel, must be considered. 
I do not, therefore, for the present propose to grant general permits; 

but applications with regard to any special steamer on any ~pecial ~ate 
will, if addressed to the Inspector on Duty at the Central Pohce StatiOn, 

be duly attended to. - Yours faithfully, 
W. M. DEANE, C(I,J't. Supt. of Police. 

... 
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HoNGKONG GENERAL CHA3IBER oF CoMMERCE, 

H<,X(HWXG, 14tlt July, 1885. 

Sm,-1 have the honour to call to your at teulion an ad verti~ement 

which appeared in the local new~p:tpers on the 25th ultimo and subsequent 

date~, and, also, to a Circular letter dated 30th idem, both i~:>Uetl by the 

C:tptain Superintendent .of Police in this Colony, copie;; of which I enclose, 

for the information of His Excellency the A(lministrator. I am desired to 

state that the Committee of this Chamber would be glad to be informell 

whether the Atlverti~ement mul Circular letter above referreu to have beeu 

authorized by the Government, as no intimation of this is given by the docu

ment,; themselves; and to mention that it appears to the Committee that the 

action of the Captniu Supcriutemlent of Police has been unauthorized and 

irregular. 

The Committee would respectfully submit that the Captain Superin

tendent of Police has no power t~ impose any such regulation as he has 

notified upon rhe trade of this Colony, and woulll most enrnestly deprecate 

any interference with the freedom of this Port by such Restrictions. 

The Committee wouhl suggest, moreover, that in matters of such im· 

portance to the Mercantile Community, it would be condnciYC to convenience 

were reference malle to this Chamber, before any dcfiuitc eour:;c of action is 

tlecided npon.-1 have, &c., • 

W. KESWICK, C!tairmau. 

The Honomable F. 8TEWAltT, LL.D., Actinp Colonial Secretary. 

No. 906. 

CoLoxrAL SECRETAR.Y's OFFICE, 

HoNGKONG, 18th July, 1885. 

SIR.,- In l'cply to your letter of the 14th instant, I am directed by His 

Excellency the Officer Administering the Government, to inform you that 

the Captain Superintendent of Police has been instructed to the effect that 

no permits for landing or shipping cargo should be hereafter required.·-! 

have, &c., 

FREDERICK STEW ART, Acting Colonial Sec1·eta1·y. 

The Honourable, W. KEswrcK, 

Clwirman, GENERAL Cru.:u:nER o~· Co:mrERCB, HoNGKONG. 
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llo:o;<;KOXG (~ENEltAI. Cn.oru~<:I~ or Cmnu:n.ct:, 

lloNGKONG, 5t!t August, 11:!8.). 

f I · Cl ber that a new svstcm 8IH,-lt has come to the knowledge o t liS Jam • ' ' . J 

of collectiug fees for P ermits fo;. the di~clmrging of ves,;eb at lllght has re-

1 l tile Im}JCrial Chinese Customs Authorities at the cently been inaugurat.el 'Y 
port of Canton, and that umler the new regulations, Permit~, whiel~ could 

· 1 tl ey were reqmrc1l hv formerly he applie1l for and obtained n.t any tunc w tell 
1 

" 

tho~e de~irou~ of loading n.IHI de~pntching vc~scl ,; at night, mn:;t now he pro· 

cured before the honr of 4 l'.)r., or between the hours of 10 A..)f., ami 4 P:1L,l 
. f 1 · 1 1 Permit tn:w be destret i rrespecti vc of the f:tct rhnt a steam~lup or w HI' t sue l , J 

may not have arri\·ed iu port, and that the Permit may eventually uot be 

req11ired. · l 
. . 1 f ·I · ·I ·e heavY must he patl According to the regulatwn:<, t te ees, " uc. t Ill • , > • • 

. l . . . f these Permits null Ill the event of a I eumt not prenously to t te ~~~ue 0 · ' • 

. l t of the non··trri vnl of the steamer or from any heitw u:<cd, 01t tor on accoun . ' . . . . 
o t f tlte fee is retained hv the Custom~ authortttc~, other e:w,;e, the amoun, o · ' · 

1 a,·ailctl of l•y the stcmn.;;hip ·though the Permit ha~ of necessity not. >een 

owner. . 
'I' I .. J.lt the O}Jinion of the Committee of this Chamber, t:; an extremely 

ll~, • l 
arhitmrv an<l ~mreasonable innovMion, which c;alls for imme<lt~tc rot rcss. . 

Tl;c Conuuit.tec is unaware whether this system pn:mtl :; _at the othot 

Treaty Ports, hut from informn.tion indirectly received, there tH reason to 

I ll ·,~.~ J·s tllc c,··~e ·, :mC: the Committee would suggest that, under bclie,·e thnt ., ,., 
the <·il'<'um~t:lllCl'~, a vigorous protest should simultaneo_n~ly be m~ll~ hy the 

r< '. • t . 11 the Treaty Ports where tlus system IS Ill force Chamher:< of ~c otnmct cc ,i ,1 · • • , 

~I.··J·"~. · t}' '.~ -;\lini~tet · at Peking, calling Ius :tttentwt.t t_o th.I;; to Her Britauu ic ~' • ~ . " • 
Ill.~ .. · fM·onrai.Jic intervention toward:; obtanuug tt:; innovation nud :;o]ieitin)!: 

recout<idemt ion. ~' ' 1 
· . . 1 . d. 1 , thb Chamber to the v tam-A si milar cotnllllllliC:ltloll ha:-; ICCll nM e ') . . . 

I he other Treaty l'ort,;, with tt ,·iew t{) :-;ecmmg, tf 
her~ of Commerce :Lt 

pol;sihle, uuitcd action in thi~ mntter.- I haYc, &c., 

l'n. H YIUB, J 'ice-C!tairman. 

The Clwirman 
SuA::><GIIAI GEx~:RAL Cna)rmm OF Co~nn:RCE. 

• C' "N"n \L Cu BlllFit OI-' Cmnn:IteE. < ~o.)!OY $.-. r. ,, ' · ' 

Foocuow Gt:)."EUAL CHA.)lBEit OF CO)DIEitCE. 

" 

...... 

[ i) 1 ] 

A~roY GENF.RAT. CnAl!Blm OF Co)B!ERCE, 

A~roY, 8t!t August, 188;3. 

Sm,-The Committee of this Chamber has so far, no information of 

any contemplated change in the custom of granting night J>ermits at this 

port. 

If any such change as that described by your Committee be contem

plated, the Committee of this Chamber will at once join in a protest to 

H. B. M.'s Minister as suggested.-I have, &c., 

ROBERT H. llRUCE, VicP-Choi,·,wn. 
The C!tai1'1nan, HoNGKONG GENERAl. CIIA)IllF.R OF Co~DIEBCE. 

Foocnow GF.XERAL CuAMBEn Ol' ColDIETICE, 

Foocnow, 14th Aug1tst, 1885. 

Sm,-I have the honour to arknowledge your despatch of the 5th 

instant h~~ving reference to a proposed new system on the part of the Im

perial Chinese Customs Authorities as regards issue and payment for special 

permits, for steamers working at night and on Sundays. 

On the 18th ultimo, a letter bearing on this subjeet, was addressed to 

the Commissioner of Customs by the Agents of Steamel·s which are in the 

habit of calling at this port, pointing out that the privilege of granting 

"special permits" at the anchorage, to work over hours had given great 

satisfaction, and had proved of great convenience, seeing the distance we 

are from the shipping. , 

A very courteous r eply was received from Mr. HANNEN, the Commis

sioner of Customs, stating, that · the matter had been referred to the 

Inspector General, and pending receipt of his reply, he had taken the 

responsibility of saspending the operation of the new rult,s . 

As the old system seemed to work quite smoothly and has not, so far 

as this Chamber is aware, been subject to abuse, it would seem, that, an 

enforced payment, whether permits be used or not , is both arbitrary and 

uncalled for. 

However, as an answer is promised by Mr. HANNEN, this Chamber, 

whilst wishing in every way to co-operate with yours, would meanwhile 

beg to delay joining in a protest to H. B. M.'s Minister at Peking on 

the subject.-! have, &c., 

H. P. TENNANT, Oltai1"lltan. 

To tlte Clf(/i1'man of tlw Cru~rmm oF Comumm<:. HoNGKONG. 
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SHANGHAI CHAMBER OF COMMERCE, 

SHANGHAI, 21st Au_qltsi, 1885. 
No. 681. 

Sm,-I have the honour to acknowledge the receipt of your letter of 

5th August with regard to the new R egulations made by the Imperial 

Customs in respect to permits to load and discharge vessels out of the 

usual working hours and suggesting the co-operation of this ChamlJer with 

others, in the efforts to obtain an alteration in what cannot but be consi

dered a serious interference with the facilities hitherto allowed for the 

prompt despatch of vessels at this as well as the ot.ber open Ports. 
The Chamber fully concurs in the views you hltvC cxpress(:d on the 

subject, and I am instructed to say it will bring the question to the notice 

of the proper autho1·ities with as little delay as possible.-I ha>e, &e., 

J. J . KESWICK, Ohai11nan. 

The Honourable PH. RYRIE, 

Vice-Cltai1·man, -CHA:\InEJ~ OF Co)£METICE, HoNGKO:-.G. 

--
HoNGKONG GENERAJ, CHA~IBER OF Co)BIRRCE, 

HoNGKONG, 9th Septembe1·, 1885. 

Sm,-1 have the honour to address you, on behalf of the Committee of . 

this Chamber, with reference to an innovation in the system of collection of 

fees for P ermits for the discharge of vessels ont of the ·ordinary honrs, which 

has recently been inaugnrateil by the Imperial Chinese Customs Authorities 

at the Port of Canton, and which, the Committee is informeLl, has been gene-

rally auoptetl at other open Treaty Ports. 
Under the o!Ll system, Permits could be applied for and obtained at any 

time when they were require(! by thofiC desirous of lo:uling ~tnd despatching 

vessels 1tt night. Under the new regulations, however, all Permits mu~t be 

applied for an<l obtained before the hour of 4 P.M., or between the hours of 

10 A.l\r., mul 4 P.)l.; irrespective of the fact that a steamship for which such 

Permit may be Llesired may nol have arrin•J in Port, and that the Permit 

may eventually not lw r<·quire<l. 
The fee~, moreover, charg-ed fur those Permits, must be paid previously 

to their issue; and in the event of a Permit not being nsml, either on account 

of the non-arrival of the steamer or from any other cause, the amount of the 

fee is retained by the Customs Authorities, though the Permit has not bePn 

availed of hy the steamship owner. 

\) 
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This, in the opinion of the Committee, is n.n extremely arbitrary aml 

unreasonable innovation, ngainst wlli<~h they dc~iro moRt earnestly to protest·, 

and the Committee wonl<l respectfnlly solicit yom fa vomaLle intervention 

and assistance towards obtaining, if pos~ible, a reconsideration and reYision 

of the~e new regu lations by the Chinese Imperial CnstoiM Anthoritie~.-1 

have, &c., 
Pn. RYRIE, Vice-Chairman. 

"N. R. O'Co:-<on, Esq., 
Her Britannic Jllajesty's Charge d'Aff'aires, PEKING . 

HONGKOXG GEXER.\.1- CILUlnEit OF CO)DIF.RCE, 

9tlt SeptembCJ', 1885. 

DEAR Sm,-I am directed to transmit to you, for the information of 

your Committee, copy of a letter addresseLl hy this Chamber to Her Britannic 

Maje~ty's Charge Ll'Affaires nt Peking, on the subject of the recent innova

tion in the system of collecting fees for Permits for the di~elmrge of Yessels 

at night at the Treaty Ports, with reference to which snhject a letter was 

recently addressed to you hy this Chamber.-! am, &c., 

H. M. DAILY, St•cretw·il· 

17,,. Secretm·y, 

SHANGHAI GENERAL CuA:~rmm oF Co3nmncE. 

A~roY Gr:xJWAL CnA)!llER oP Co)DIEHCE. 

Foocuow GE~ERAL CnA)InER oF CmtMEitCE. 

Foocuow GEXERAL CJJA)IBEn OF co~nmRCE, 

Foocnow, 21.nd September, 188:; . . 

SIR,·-I have the honour to acknowledge, and thank you, for your 

letter of the 9th instant, accompanied by a despatch, addressed by vour 

Chamber, to the Secretary of State for the Colonies, having refer<.'n~e to 

the Chinese Passengers Laws. 

Your further communication of the lOth instant is also before me ;ith 

~opy of despatch to H . B. M.'s Charge d' A:ffaires regarding an innovation 
111 the system of collecting fees for the use of Special P ermits for the dis

charge and loading of vessels. 

Referring to my letter of the 14th August last, in which this Chamber 

de~line~ ~oining in a joint protest in the matter of these permits to H. B. 
M. s Munster at Pel•ing, pending receipt of a r eply from the Commissioner 
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. 1 1 11 en sent him signed by 
tlll·s Por·t, to a protest wluc I la( )e . ' 

of Customs at t th t an 
. . I h now the pleasure to sta e, a 

the various sh•ppmg firms, avc h ili ··t that it is not in 
. 1 l v Mr H~NNEN to t c e e~ ' 

answer has been receive( >. · . . . t" · re<>ard to issue of 
contemplation to depart from "the ecostmg pute JCe, 111 " 

these special permits." of _, tch for t.llC information of yonr 
I beg to enclose, copy uespa ' 

Chamber.-! have, &c., H. P. TEN:NA:NT, Chai1·nwn. 

To tlte Chairman of the 
( '•I"''t:TtAL CnAliRER Ol!' Co:'tDIERCE. 

Ho"GKO:-<G --' 

(Copy.) 
Cusnnr HousF., 

FooCHOW, l~th September, 1885. 

No. 72. Referrinoo to my letter of the 21st July last, in which 
GENTLEJIIEN,- o 1 1 t' to issue 

. . t I had referred the matter of new l'U es re a mg . 
I mformed you tha . G . 1 for his re-consideratton, 
of "S )ecial Permits" to the Inspector en era . e to 

I •t d b' eply before putting them m fot·ce, !now b g 
and that I awal e IS r . d h' s reply to the effect, that the Commis-
. f u that I have recerve 1 • d' 
m orm yo • . )ort is authorized t~ act in the matter, accor mg 
sioncr of Cus~oms a~t this Iof the trade of the port, would appear to call for. 
t h t the cn·cums .ances . t' 
o w a f . ·n be made for the present in the exrs mg 

No change, there ore, w1 • , _ 
. . ·1 t .. le of these "Special Permtts. -I am, &c., rn.cttce m regaH o rsst 

p C. HANNEN, Commissioner of Customs. 

To Messrs. JAIWI~E MATTIEl>ON & Co.,. ' 
Agents" Glen" Line, Indo-Clana S. N. Co., 

and Douglas Steam Ship Co., Fooclww, 
and others. 

A)HoY Gr:NF.UAI. CIIAliRRR OF ('o)DlERCE, -

A~wr, 2-!tlt Scptembe~·, 188•>. 

acknowleugo receipt of your despatch of the 19t~ 
Sm,- 1 have to Cl ber to Her Bn-

. f letter addressed by your Jam 
instant, bandmg copy ~ ~ ·. ' p k' a 

11 
the subject of the recent 

· M · ·t ' Chal'"'l' d Affaues at e lll o , o 
tanmc a]es y s "' f ll t' fees for permits for the discharge of 
. t' · 1 the system o co ec mg 
m nova wn n p f . h. h this Chamber be(1s to tender 
vessels at night a.t the Treaty orts, oi w IC " 

thanks.--! am, &c., IWRERT H. RRUCE, Vire-Cltairman. 

The Secrcfa1',1J, HoNGKONG 
GRNF.RA.L CliA)!RRR OF CO)DlF.RClo:. 

• 

.... 
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PEKI~G, 2'1:3tlt $cptemba, 1885 • 

SIR,- I beg to acknowled~je receipt of your lett0r of the 9th instant, 
regarding a cllange in the system, of collectiug fees for Special Permits u,t 

Canton. 

The inconvenience and expense caused to British Shipping by the 
introduction of the new regulations had already been brought to my notice, 
and I am glad to be able to inform you that since then the new regulations 

have been altered, and those substituted ought to prove much less onerous. 
The matter, however, is still engaging my best attention.- ! mn, &c., 

N. R. O'CONOH. 

The Honoumble J>u. Rum-., 

Vice-Chairman, IImiGKOXG CIIAllBBlt OF ColBIERCE. 

K. 

COLU~IAL :j~o:cra;TAICY's OFFICE, 

No. 1321. HoxGKO~t>, 23rd Srptember, 188J. 

Sm,-I am directed to acquaint you, for the information of the Hong
kong Chamber of Commerce, that, so fa1· back as in a Despatch of the 21st 

May, 1884, His Excellency the Governor addressed the Imperial Govern
ment on the importance of opening up to comn~erce the neighbouring South

western Provinces of China, and especially the affl.uents of the Chinkiang, 
the Pearl, ot· Canton River. 

2. In that and in subsequent despatches, Sir GEoRGE BoWEN further 
expressed a hope, in the interest of the Mercantile Community of Hong- . 

kong, that the British Minister at Peking, when conducting the negotiations 

for the completion of the Chefoo Convention between England and China, 
would be empowered to urge the Chinese Govemment to grant this Con
cession. 

3. The Governor's representations were forwarded to the Secretary of 

State for Foreign Affairs ; and th,we ensued a long correspondence between 
the Foreign Office and the Britisll Legation at Peking, of which the sub

stance was communicated to His Excellency by the last mail from England. 
The interests of English commerce in this quarter are engttging the careful 

attention of Her Majesty's Government; fresh representations on the sub-
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'ect have been maue to the Chinese Government; and Mr. bBABER, tthte 

· t p k' er has een sen o 
Chinese Secretary of the English Legation a e m.,, p . 

h 1 f the South western rovmces. . r ate and report upon t e tral e 0 - . 
mves 1g, . 1 1 to receive representatwns 

4 T l e Governor will be at all tunes, g ac . 
• 

1 h b' ts andtopro-
f. the Chamber of Commerce on this and on ot er su JCC ' 1 _, 
rom L d d, t Pekincr of all measures calcu ateu 

t the success both at . on on an a "'' 
mo e , . f tl. C lony -I have &c., 
to benefit the trade and general mterests o us o . ' 

FREDERICK STEW ART, Acting Colonird Secretary. 

C mm or Co:\l~lEI~cr:. 
T!te Chairman, lloNGKO!\G GI<:!!o:RAL HA>l • . 

GE~····R,\.L CHA)lnER oF Co~DlERCE, 
HoNGKO!\G -·'"' 

HoNGKONG, 2nd 0fJtober, 1885. 

1 1 · t of vom letter of the 
c I h·tvc the hononr to acknow ~L ge recc•p • 
.::>IR,- - • . 1 b His Excellency 

. f . tl is Chamuer of the actiOn ta 'en y . 
23nl ultimo, 1 11 ·ornung 1 • · ' • mcrce 
the Governor with reganl to the important subject of opcnmg up to com 

f tl Sonth-wc:;tcrn proYinccs of China. . ' 
o ~~. b I If of the Committee, I beg to reqncst thal you would com ~y 

n cm 11' . Fxcellency for the action he has taken llt 

the thanks of the Chamh:r to .,. -'~he commercial interests of t.his Colony. 
the matter which so near y conce•ns . . t IIi·· J.'xcellenc'' 

I l l• · ·h rel)I'CSellt:ttiOI1:> 0 " -'· • 'fl C mittce will 'hc er Ill to ma ,c ~uc . 
le om 0 

1 t f e •ents rclu.hve '- lle l for hv tltc fntnre Llevc opmcu o . ' , 
as may appear to uc en 1 • 

to thio question.-! haYc, &~:., , 
Pu. · RYHlE, Vice-Chairman. 

LL D 1.cting Colonial Secretary. The Honourable F. STX, WART, • ., .. • 

' ' t ... " ... l,AL CllA)WEit Ol•' Co)nn:RCE, 
l!O~lHW~U u ·"'· · 

Iloxmw~G, 28th October, 1885. 

• . 1 'tter of the 23rd ultimo rclati vc to the 
SI \Vith reference to ) ont e . I 
• n,- f tl e South-wc~t ern l)rovhJCes of Chum, 

· t commerce o I .. 
proposed opcntug np . o Committee of thi>l Chamber luwe since 
lm,·e the honour to ~ tate that. t.hc . . , f tl c Briti~h Le~ration nt 

"I. I' ·r Chmet>c Sectctary o I o 
learned that ~• 1· >Allt. t, f · . ·t' ting and 
'f . lla~ Ilot I•roceeLled south wan~>! for the pnrpo~c o nn es Jga . ' 

ouq tun ' ,, · t' t d m vour 
f 1 S th-wcstcrn proYiuce:;, as m una c " reportino· upon the trmle o t te ' ou . 

e l 1 to "Ulothcr appointment elsewhere. 
letter, lmt that he has succem Cl ' 

.... 
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'rhe Committee also understand that a British Commission has not, as 

yet., been despatched for the purpose of assisting in determining the boundaries 

<~f Tonquin, ns was understood to be the case. 

In connection with this subject, I am desired by the Committee to state 

that, having regard to tile important coi<sideration.s which cam10t fail to arise 

~pon the deliberations of the Com1nission in relation to the future commercial 

interests of Hongkong, which will, in all probability, be affected by the 

~·esult of those d.eliberationg ia a greater degree than those of any other 

British comm~nity in the Far East, they would venture to suggest, for the 

favourable consideratien of His Excellency the Governor, that, when the 

time '2.rrives for the despatch of such a Commission, the Chamber should 

have the option of appointing a representative to accompany it, specially 

commissioned to watch over the merca.ntile interests of tb.is Colony.-! have, 

&c., 

PH. RYRIE, Vice--Cltairman. 

The Honourable F. STEW ART, LL.D., A.ctin.g Colonial Secreta1y • 

No. 1496. 

C<>LONIAL SECRETARY's 0Fl<'I"CE, 

I-IONGKONG, 29tlt October, 1885. 

SIR,-! am directed by Governor Sir GEORGE BowEN to acknowledge 
the receipt of your letter of the 28th instant. 

2. His Excellency was surprised to learn that Mr. CoLBORNE BABER 
·~ 

had been appointed to another post, for it was stated in a recent despatch 

from the Secretary of Sta.te, which was shown to yourself, that he would 

be sent to investigate and report on the prospects of trade in the South

western Provinces of China;-a subject to which (as you are already aware) 

Sir GRORGE BowEN, in the interest of the Mercantile Community of Hong

kong, drew the attention of Her Ma.jesty's Government so far back as iu 

May, 1884. 

3. The Governor will enquire of Her Majesty's Charge d' A:ffaires at 

Peking what arrangement will be made to supply the place of Mr. BABER. 

4. Sir GEORGE BowEN believes that Mr. Jums HART who was lately 

a.t Hongkong, is a me.inber of the Commission appointed to assist in detet·

miniug the boundaries of Tonquin. His Excellency will at once recommend 

to the favourable consideration of the Imperia.l Government and also of 

lllO Charge d'Affaires at Peking, the suggestion of the Chamber of Com-



I 

I 

; 

I 

[ 58 J 
. · t' representative to 

merce th t 't should have the optiOn of appom ll1g a . 
a 1 . 11 , ·etl to watch over the 

the Commission, and spee1a Y empower 
accompany 
mercantile interests of this Colony. · t th Chamter of Corn· 

5. I am to add that the Governor will acqua.m e . . .. 
. forthwith when he learns the result of his representatwns, a.ud he 

merce • . b d - 1 have &c., 
will always be glad to receive suggestlOUS ftom that o y. ' 

I~REDERICK STEW ART, Actinrt Colonial Secretai'!J. 

'l'he Honourable P. RYRIE, 
(~E:-:ERAL CuAMBEJt OF Co:u~n:ncE. 

Vice-C!tairman, Ho:-:GKO~G • 

. .1"' ' . ()t·· ~· l(' l·:, 
CuLo~r.~L SEC BI':TA • ' " 

• " ~ Ho:s-GKO:S'G, 91ft ..,\'ocember, 1SR.'5. 
~o. l.JL. b' t 

SIR ~With reference to previous correspondence on the s~me su JeC '. 
' s· ' GEORGE BoWEN to :tcquamt you, for 

I am now uirectcll bv Governor H . 11 h 
t~e information of .the Chamber of Commerce, that His . Exce ency as 

. . . that it has Lcen found necessary 
been informed, in reply to his cuqmnes, C 1 G etal in 

. k th >lace of Mr. AsTON as onsu en 
to send 1\'lr. BAB:j!]R, to ta e e I . . thin~ will be lost 
(' . The Governor however, has been assured that no o . 

,oreha..' h d th~t Her l\'laJ' esty's Legtttion at Peking fully r.·ecogmzes 
by t 1s c ange, an 'blc 

. th C·1nton H,iver to traJc as soon as possl .-
the importance of opcnmg e ' · 

I have, &c., 
FREDERICK. STEWAR'l' , Acting Colonial 8ccreta,ry. 

CoLO:'\ l A L SI·:nn:T AH'l' :<. On'I Cic, 

Ho:-:t:Ko XG, 1st December, 1885. 
No. 1683. I 

f th 29th October ultimo, am 
SIR - In ~:ontinuation of my letter o e . . 

' B t uaint you for the mfouna-a·. ·t ·d by Governor Sir GEORGE OWEN 0 acq ' 
nee e b d 'd t fail to recommend to the 

tion of the Chamber of Commerce, that e 1 no . . p V th 
H Ivl . t ' . Char"'c d' .A.ffan·cs at e , mg e 

favourable consideration of er a]es y s "' . f . ' Jin"' a 

t
. . f t l , Chamber thtLt it shouhl h ave the option o sen o . 

su"gcs Jon o 1 0 ' . · . J t · · ·t u1 "' . Y th<' Conunisl> ion appomlc o assis 
H,epresentatJ vc to accompan. . , . 

c1etunuiniug tlll' IH>IlU Ll a r ics o[ Ton<i lU!l. 

" 

2. His Excellency has now r eceived a rel'IY ft•om Mr. O'CoNOR to the 

following effect:- " With regard to the proposal, sup1 or ed by your 

"Excellency, that a British representative should be appointed to 

"accompany the Mixed Commission, I beg to say that both the Yunnan and 

"K wangsi Commissions are composeu solely of Chinese Officials, though 

"some of the members are Europeans in the Chinese Mm·itime Service; 

"and that they started from Canton some weeks ago. Even if this were 

"not so, I question very much whether your Excellency's proposal would 

"ha,·e been acceptable to the Chinese Government, from whom permission 

"would necessarily have to be obtained." 

3. With refet·ence to the opening up to trade of the South-western 

Provinces of China, the importance of which the Governor has frequentLy 

pressed on the attention of the Imperial Government and of the British 

Legation at Peking, Mr. O'CoNOR writes:-"In reply to your Excellency's 

"despatch, I have the honour to inform you that the exigencies of Her 

"Majesty's Consular Service as well. as other impol'tant considerations, 

"prevented Mr. BABER from ultimately starting on the proposed journey 

"through the South-western Provinces of China. The importance of 

"obtaining full and reliable information on the ommercial capabilities of 

"t.hose regions, with a view to the development of British T1:ade, is fully 

"present to my mind, and I would have been very reluctant to alter Mr. 

"BABER's original instructions, had it not seemed possible to make other 

"and equally satisfactory arrangements, which I have no doubt will be 

"effectual for the objects which your J!lxcellency and the Hongkong 

, '- hamlJer of Commerce have so justly at h·~art."-I have, &c., 

FREDERICK STEW .A.RT, Aoling Colonial Sec1·etm·y .. 

The Honourable P . RYRIF. , Vice-Clutirman ofthe 

llOXGKOXG GE :-." EUAt. CHA~InF.R OF C'O lDIJW CE •. 

HoxGI<ONG GFXF.RAL CHAllBER OF co~DIERC ~:. 

HoxGKO NG, 29t!t December, I 885. 

Sm,-Witli reference to your letter of the l's t ii1stant awl to previou s· 

l'orrespondence, on the subjects of the Commission appointed· to assist ih 

determining the boundaries of Tonquin, and of the opening np to tracle of th1:l 

South-western Provinces of China, I am reqnestcJ to point out that there· 

ha.s been an apparent misunderstanding of the suggestion contained in the 

C'ommittcc' s letter of tlH' ~8th Odoher la."t, aJHl to starf' that t.he dr<>il'!J.tlf 
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h C 
mittee was not that this Chamber should be at liberty ~o semi a 

t e om ' · · nted for 
special representative to accompany the Chinese Commtsslon appohl B 't' h 

. f t' b t to accom-pany sue n lS 
the delimitation of the Tonqum ron ler. u ' 
Commission as might be appointed in the future to report upon the prospects 

of Trade in the Sotlth-wf}Stern Provinces of China.-1 have, &c., 

W. KESW!CK, Cltairman .. 

The Honourable F. STEWART, LL.D., Acting Colonial Secretary .. 

--
CoLO..'IlJAL SECRETARY'::; 0FFfCI•:, 

HoNG KONG, 30th Decemlum 188 5. 
No. !816. b" t £ th 

Snt.,-With reference to your letter of yesterday' on th~ s~ lee o . e· 

correspondence respecting the Commission appointed to assist In determf lhn-
. d f th pening up to trade o t e-

ing the boundaries of Tonqum, an o e o . 11 th 
Oh. I m directed by Hts Exce ency e 

South.,vestern Provinces of ma, a . . b th the-
Officer Administering too Government to mform ~ou. t~at ' o . 
Secretary of State for the Colonies and Her Britanme MaJes.ty s Chatg.e 
d'Affaires ~t Peking will be made acquainted with the wishes. of the-

Chamber,-! have, &e .• 

FREDERICK STEW ART, Acting Coibnial' SeG'I·eti.wy •. 

The Honoumble ·wiLLIA)1 KESWICK, Cltairnutu, 
Ho.NGKONG GENERAL CRAMBER OF co~BIERCE. 

No. 1455. 

L. 

Coi.O:'HAI. SF.cRETArtY's OFFICE, 

Ho.s;;KONG, 20th October, 1885. 

SIR,-1 have the honour by direction of the Governor to inform .y.ou 
. b b b ought to His Excellency's notice that the Bntlsb 

that 1t as een r . . 

G l t hl'ch arrived at Hon-cobe in Cochm-Chma, on the 26th 
steamer a ves on w . b 

. d d t l ad salt was ordered away on the 7th mstant, y ult1mo and procee e o o • 
the c:mmander of the French Gunboat Lion. on the ground that Hon-cohe 

is not an. open port. 

.... 
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2. As Sir GEORGE BowEN intends to lay this matter l>efore thf} 
Imperial Government by the next mail. I am to enquire whether the Hong

kong General Chamber of Commerce would desire to make any representa
tions on this subject as affecting the commercial interests of the Colony,

! have, &c., 

FREDERICK STEW ART, Acting Colowial 8em·eta1·y. 

'fhe Ilonoumole P. Rrnu:, Vice-Clwi,·ma.n, 

lloXGKO:s'l~ GEXEHAI. CHA'\IIIER OF CmDIEHCK. 

I-IoNI;J\o!'H;, 23rd October, ]l';8S. 

DEAR SrR,-We beg to bring to your notice the following facts show

ing how the trade on the coast of Tonkin is interfered with by the French 

Authorities ~ 

The British steamer Galveston which has been under cha1'ter to a well
known Chinese hong of Hongkong arrivtJd at Hon-cohe in ballast on the-

26th September. and a.fter being visited by a Mandarin. commenced to ship 
a cargo of Salt, this she continued doing until the evening of the 7th 

October. when the French Gunboat Lion entered the bay and anchored:. 
near; Shortly after bringing up, a boat from the Lion came alongside and 
the Officer in charge enquired, where the steamer came from, what they 

were doing, and how long they had been there, which information was given 

to him. 

On the following morning the boat agaih visited the Galveston and the 

Officer informed the Captain that Hon-cohe was not an open port,. and that 
he had orders from the Commander of the Gunboat to inform the Captain 

that he must positively leave the port at twelve o'clock (noon} that day. 
'l'he Captain pleaded, that he was ignoramt of the port not being an open 
one, and as he only required about 10,000 piculs to complete his .lading 
would the Officer grant him three days further to do so. As he said he 

had no authority to grant the request, the- Captain weut to the Lion and 
saw the Commander, who also declined to grant him any further time than 
until four o'clock in the afternoon it being impossible to have the engines 

ready by noon. He also made an entry in French in the official log-book 
as follows:-

" Le Commandant de la Cannoniere Fran~aise le Lion a signifie le B_ 

" Octobre 1885 au Capitaine du va.peur Angbis Galveston, r1ue le tJOrt do 
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"IIon-cohe u'ct<tnt pas ouvert au commerce Ctrangcr, il devrait appare"iller 

"de cette baie dans la journec. Ce Capitaine a declare qu'iln'avait aucune 

"avarie qui l'empcchat de )artir et le temps etait tres beau. 
Le Commandant du Lion. 

Hon-cohe 8 Octobre 1885. 
At 4 P.M., the Galveston left and proceeded to Quinbon, where the 

Captain waited on the authoriti~s to try and get their permission to return 

to Hon-cohe to complete; as they, however, declined doing so the steamer 

left that port on the lOth instant, and arrived here on the morning of 

t he 14th instant., where she is now discharging. 
The total cargo should have been 40,000 piculs, anu the stc:.tmer 

brought about 29,000,-We are, &c., 
ARNHOLD, KARBERG & Co. 

The Honourable P . RYRU:, Vice-Citail'man, 
IInxGKOXG GF.Xl.:RAL CIIA)IBER OF CmniERCE. 

IIo:<~GJ<OxG GEXF.RAL CHA~IRER OF CmnrF.RCE, 
Ho:.GKONG, 26th October, 1885. 

Sm,-1 have t.he honour to acknowledge receipt of your letter of the 

20th instant, stating that it has been brought to the notice of His Excellency 

the Governor that the British Steamer Galveston was ordered away from the 

Port of Hon-cohe on the 7th instant by the Commander of the French gun

boat Lion, on the ground that Hon-cohe is not an open Port. 
A letter has also been addressed to this Chamber by the Agents of the 

steamer Galveston setting out the facts ·relative to this incident, copy of 

which I have the honour to enclose, for the information of H is Excellency 

the Governor. 
I am desired to state that the Committee are not informed whether 

sovereign rights are being exercisell by the French Go\'ernment over the 

territory of Tonquin, in which this port is situated, or not. 
A ssuming this to be the case, and that the French Government is 

exercising its jnst prerogatives, the Committee fail to recognize any grounds 

upon which a prote~t can, with propriety, be made against the nctlon of the 

Commander of the L ion, who, doubtless, acted under instructions from his 

Superiors, but, at the same time, his procedure cannot, in the opinion of the 

Committee, be r egarded otherwise tban in the light of rm unfriendly act on 

the part of the French Anthori tie~ . 

r 

' 

[ ():) J 

A con~idcrable trade has for 1 . , ' . , nany ) curs, been carried on between the 
ports of Tonqum and Hongkong and the clos· . f I . ' mg 0 t wm to fOl'cwn trade 
would, undoubtedly, he most injurious to tl . . . 

0 

C 1 
le commcrcml mterests of this 

o ony. 

Should, however, any such restriction be at . t 

C 

. ' p1esen eontemplutcd the 
omnuttee trust, and confidently expect that l ' . f f.· . ' . . . ' J) means o 11endly tl!plomatiC 

negottattons between the French an 1 I .· I G ' . t mpCJla overnments such ditlicnlties 

as exist may he removed, and that the continuaucP of tll .. I f · 
1 

' · e pn v1 CO'es o trade 
wtt ' these ports of Tonquin, hitherto enJ·oreJ by f . . h'"" . Oletgn s 1ps muy be 
ensured.-! have, &c., ' 

, , . , , PH. RYRIE, Vice- Cltairman. 
I he Ilouourable I•. ~TEWAttT LL D A t' C l . , ' · ., c mg o onwl :iccretary. 

CoLOXIAL SEcRETARY's Or··ncE, 

Ho:o~GKO:SG, 30tlt October 1885 

Sm,-Adver~ing to your letter of 26th instant and to previo~s corr~s
pondence~ I am directed by His Excellency the Govemor to transmit to ou 

J.Yo. 1502. 

the annexed copy of a letter to the Consul f . F.. . y . . . or • mnce, rcspectmg the send-

In~ away of the Bntish _Steamer Galvcston from the port of Hon-cohe by a 
French Gunboat, and h 1s reply thereto.- I h & · ave, c., 

FREDERICK STEWA · , RT, Acltng Colonial Secrelury. 

The Honourable P. HYmE, Vice-C!tairman 
' 

IloNGKONG GE:'IERAL CHA)IBEl~ m • CmD[EJtCR. 

, 
The Acting Coloni(tl S ecreta,·y to the Consul f01· Fmnce. 

(Copy.) COLONIAL SECRETARY's OF~'ICE ,, 
:So. 1483. IIONGKONG, 27t!t October, 1885. 

Sm,-I am directed by the Governor to inform you that it has b 

reported to His Excellency that the British Steamer Galveston was direc~:: 
by a French Gunboat on the 7th instant to leave the Por·t of H h . . c h. eh· on-eo e lU 

oc m- ma, on the ground that it was not an open Port. 

The Governor acting in the interest of the . t.l . H _ . . . mCican 1 e commumty of 
ongkong, wrll feel obhged It you will have the goodness to iuf r h . .f 

you kn h t 1 . o m nn 1 
• . o~ .w a regu atwns are in force ou this subject iu the Ports of 

Cochm.Chma.- I have, &c., 

FREDERICK STEW ART, Acting Colonial Semtm·u. 

l.wx D E " EJ AIWIX, ' ~q., Consul for France. 
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Cox~tLA'I' J>E 1-'HA:S'(' .• :, 

}hl~(il{O~G, J.E 28 0ctflbt·e, 188.), 

t 't' · ·u u'apr~s les rapports 
Le Steamer a.nglaiH Gnlveston aynn e e mvi ' . . 

, . 1 , 'tt , le 7 de ce mo1s le momllage 
Gouvet·nement Coloma >a qm er . . 

~a.rvenus au b' 1 ·nner h1er au 
~ Hon-coh.e sur la cote d'Aunam, vous avez ten vou u expr d r· t' t du commerce e 
nom de Son :mxcellence le G;ouvernenr, et uans m ere . • 

, 1 t vigueur sur la dtte cote 
Hongkong, le desir de connaitre les rcg em en s en 

-en ce qui coucerne le commerce ctranger. 
. ' que les points de la cote 

J'ai l'honneur de vous mformer, en reponse, . , . . 
d' Annam ou le commerce ctranger peut fa ire des operations reguheres sont 

, . , 1 1 6 J in 1884 entre la France 
les ports ouverts designcs au Tratte cone u e u J'ai lieu 
et l' Annam, (art 4) a savoir:-Quinhon, Tom·ane et Xuanday. . , 

. 1 . . du nort de Xuanday n'ctant pas encore orgamses, 
de croue que, es sernces "' ts dL l' A 

1 t les deux ports ouver e 11
• 

Quinhon et Tourane sont, pour e momen ' . . . d T ·aitc 
nam Les uco·ociants de Hongkong connaissent les dlspositlOUS u l d 
de ~ue par 1: traduction qui eu figure clans le Chronicle et Directory c 

1885. 
. 1. • st parvenue sur le cas du Gal-

Aucun rcnscio-nement partlcu Ier ne me 

L C 
., dant de la Lionne semble avoir traite avec beauconp de 

vest.on. e .omman . d t ' 
menagements une contravention douaniere maritime ~ui. etait eGnal m·;o:: 

1 
. t l€ chargement. Le Capttame du a ves 

~ompromettre e nav1re e . , , 1 
apprcciait probablement d'ailleurs les risques de son o~eratiOn: d aprcs es 
. ·H . d 21 et 22 Septembre, le navll'e auralt ete expe
JOurnaux de ongKong es h 1 l't' 

d
. . H kow tandis que sa destination reelle etait Hon-co e, oca 1 e 
1e pout an , · · d t 

. t 1 . , d Quinhon et placce en dehors des hmltes e ce por 
relatlvemen e mguee e 

de commerce. 
de la trcs haute consideration avec 

y euillez a.greer les assurances 

laquelle j'a.i l'honncux d'etrc, &c. 

L'lionouraiJlC P. S'l'EWART, r,L.D., 
l:)ecrCia ire Colonial. 

LEON DEJA.RDIN. 

r G!l J 

M. 
CoLONIAL SECRETARY' s On·rcE, 

No. 1762. HoNGKONG, 16th December, 1885. 

Sm,- I am directed hy the Govemor to transmit to you the annexed 

copy of some correspondence on the subject of a proposal by the Chinese 
Authorities to regulate the plying of vessels used as tug-boats between 
Hongkoug and Canton; and I am to state that His Excellency would 
be glad to be favoured with the opinion of the Chamber of Commerce 

thereon.-I have, &c., 

I<'REDERICK STEW ART, Acting Colonial Sec1'eta1·y. 

The Honourable .w. KESWICK, 

Chairman, Ilo:s-GKONG GENERAL CuA11BI<:R OF CoJDIERCE. 

11. B. M.'s Clwrge d 'Affaires to Ilis E .rcellency Sh· G. F. JJowen, G.C.L1I.G. 
PEKING, 27t!t 1Yovember, 1885. 

Sm,-I have the honour to enclose herewith to your Excellency a copy 
of a note which I have received fl'om the Prince and Ministers of the 

Tsungli Yamen, enclosing copy of Regulations which the Chinese Govern
ment desire to put into force with regard to vessels plying between Hong. 

kong and Canton, and used at times as Tug-boats. 
I see serious objections in the acceptance of these Rules, inasmuch as 

th ey seek to withdraw from Consular supervision vessels belonging to 
British subjects while placing them uirectly under the Chinese Customs 

Authorities like native owned ships. 
Moreover, the proposal to charge for the ct>riificate an annual fee of 

from 20 to 50 taels would in point of fact be tantamount to the levy of 

tonna.ge dues, and in some cases less advantageous to the owners. 
In transmitting a copy of these Regulations for your Excellency's 

information, I feel it is not necessary for me to enter into a full considera. 
tion of a subject which will receive the careful <tttention of the Hougkong 
Government, and on which your Excellency will no doubt be good enough 

to favour me with your views· with as little delay :ts possible. 
I beg to say that I httvc forwarded a copy of the Yamcn's Letter and 

of the Regula.tions to H er M<tjesty's Consul at Canton for his report 

thereon.-I have, &c., 
N . R. O'CONOK 

His Excclhn<'y Sir 0 . F . lln '\\' EN, G.C.::H.G. 
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TUGS PLYG\G BETWEEN IIO~GKO~G AND CANTON. 

PROPOSED RlTLES FOR 

The Prince and J1'liniste1's of the Tsungli Yamen to Jl{,·. 0' Conm·. 
13th Novembe~·, 1885. 

The Prince and Ministers of the Tsungli Yamcn have the hqnour to 

inform Her Britannic Majesty's Charge d'Affaires that on the 25th day of 

September last, the Superintendent of Customs at Canton wrote to say 

that he was in receipt of a despatch from Mr. HIPPISLEY, Commissioner 

of Customs at that Port to the following effect:-
"In the month of July a steam-launch came to Canton to tow a 

steamer called the Hanlww, belonging to Messrs. BuTl'ERFIELD & SwiRE. 
As she bad no special certificates tonnage dues were levied upon the la,unch 
by the Customs, to which levy the Foreign "Firm objected, and requested 

the Consul to submit the case to the Minister at Peking for consiJemtion, 

which accordingly necessitatcrl a similar reference on the part of Mr. 

I·liPPISLEY to the Inspector-General of Customs." 
"He h~\d fnrther to ohscrve that of la.te years this description of steam 

launch bad been plying uetween Hongkong ancl Canton for towing pur
Jloses with increasing frequency, twd, as the owne1·s of these vessels were 

not invarialJly men of respectability it was evidently necessary to tt~ke 
advantage of the opportunity now affordeu to effeet a re-adjustment. He 

hau now, therefore, drafted a set of new rules in three articles by wbieh 

supervision could be exercis~d for the prevm1tion of smuggling n,nd like 

irregularities." 
"Upon receipt of the foregoing representation, the Yam en commu-

nicated a copy of the rules to the Iuspector-Gent-ral of Unstoms, with 

instructions to give them his conSilleration, auu he has now submitted a 

l'eport to the following effect:-
"There are distinct Trea,ty provisions regulating the mana.gement of 

vessels frequenting the Treaty Ports, which serve as a guide for the action 
to be tn,ken in the case of foreign vessels of any description entering or 

leaving a port. The action to be tal~en in the case of a steam-tug belonging 

to any port, which tows vessels within the jurisdiction of the Customs of 

the port to which such tug belongs, is further governed by the rules of 

1867 t1rawn up in consultation, while the action to be talwn in the case of 

Cbinese-owued steam-launches plying in a port is again provided for in 
the new rPNnl<~lions for Chineoc-ownctl steam-launches htill clown in the 

0 
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pl'csent year. There are no explicit documenhti'Y provi:;ious which c~\11 be 
applied, with the exception of the three sets of regulations above referrecl 

to. In the present case, as the steam-la.uucb iUllicated by the Sllperin

te.nd~nt of ~us.toms at Canton is neither a Chinese-owned lannch plying 
w1thtn the lumts of the port, nor a tug belonging to the port, but is a 

vess~l coming to China from Hongkong, the action to be taken should, as 

a matter of fact, be that pr()vided in the Treaty, that is to say, the vessel 

sho~lJ be reported by the Consul upon entry into the port, and upon 

leavlllg should be supplied by the Customs with a Port clearance, when the 

Consul would return the vessel's papers. She should further pay tonnage 

dues every four months. Inasmuch, however, as this course of action 

would occasion delay in the movements of such vessels and also to the 
merchants making use of them, if it is practicable, as provided in the draft 

regulations drawn up by the Canton Custorns, to make such vessels obtain 

a towing permit from the Customs, they would not be obliged to be reported 

through the Consul, but . could report direct to the Customs, an arrange

ment that could not but be convenient for the vessel, and the mm·chant 

concerned, while the Customs would not be hampered in the action which 

it would be required to take." 

"As the arrangements proposed appear to be of convenience both to 

Customs and Mercantile intcre:sts , the Inspector-General has to request 

that the three rules be communicated to the British Representative in 

Peking, to be sent by him to the high ~•utborities of Honglwng, that orders 

may be given for action to be taken in accordance therewith for all vessels 

of this description frequenting the port of Ca'nton. The Inspector-General 

would add that, not only should the tug-boat of Messrs. BuTTERFIELD & 

SwmE legally pay tonnage dues in accordance with Treaty, but the levy of 

tonn.age dues is also oBligatory on the Customs under the provisions of the 

special rules for steam-tugs. There was, therefore, nothing incorrect in 

the levy of tonmtge dues to the amount of taels 11. 6." 

The Yamtm have to observe tha,t there is a set of rules in three articles 

fo~· the control of steam-tugs plying in t.heir own port, which were deter

mmed on after consqltation and communicated to Her Majesty's Goveru

mcnt upon the 18th of April 1867, as well as to other Governments, while 

the new rules affecting Chinese-owned steam-launches ply in<> in the port 

t~ which they belong have also been officially communicated to ;er Majesty's 

Gt~vermnent as well as to other Governments, both of these documents 

loeJng on record. 
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As the class of small steam-vessels now under consiJem.tion ::we neithet' 

ChiMse-owned steam-launches I>lying in the port to which they belong, 
nor steam-tugs plying in theit· own port, it is, in effect, necessary tha.t 

action be taken in regard to them in the manner laid down by the Treaty. 

The representations above quoted now submitted by the Inspector-General 
of Customs being undoubtedly made in the interests of the merchant, and, 

further, being of a fair and equitable nature, a C)py of the new rules in 

three m·ticles as drafted by the Superintendent of Customs at Canton is 
now forwarded to Her Brita.nnic Majesty's Charg~ d'Affaires with a request 
that he will communicate them to the Governor of Hongkong, that orders 

may be given for action to be taken in conformity therewith in the case of 

all vessels of the class in question. 
The favour of a reply is further requested, in order that the Customs 

establishment concerned may be directed to act accordingly. 
With regard to the levy of tonnage dues to the amount of taels ll.G 

upon the stea.m-tug belonging to Messrs. Bt1TTERFIEJ.D & SwmE, as there 

was nothing improper in such levy, the matter need not be considered. 

A necessary communication addressed to Mr. O'CoNOR, H. B. M.'s 

Charg~ d'Affaires. 

--
Enclosure in the fm·e,qoiuy Xote. 

Copy of the new regula.tions, proposed by Mr. HrPPIST, EY, Commis

sioner of Customs at Canton: 
1. All steam-tugs and vessels of a similar class plying between Ca.nton 

and Hongkong shall, upon their first anival at Canton, apply to the Cus

toms for a steam-tug certificate in which it shall be distinctly stated tha.t 

the said vessel is only permitted to frequent the waters upon which large 

foreign vessels have always been permitted to ply, and that she is forbidden 

to carry cargo, or to go to any place not open to trade, infringement of 

these prohibitions subjecting the vessel and her cargo to confiscation. 
Upon taking out this certificate a fee of taels 20 will be charged for vessels, 

the cost of which is taels 5,000 and under, and of taels 50 for vessels the 

cost of which is upwards of taels 5,000. 
2. Any such vessel plying to and from Canton will only be allowed to 

use the Whampoa passage, and upon entering the port, she will an!:hor 

temporarily at Wh:nnpoa. where sht• will be in~pf~c te<l h y tlw Customs. 
.) 0 

• 

. 
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ShoulJ she be found to h:we no . . tiel' . J t th H ' cargo oa Lo~u·d, her certificate must Le 
h tvet~ o e arbour Master, who will retain it anJ retum the same 

w en t e vessel leaves the port. 

SltOuld the vessel not pass Whampoa but "'0 to C t b ' o an on y some other 
passage, or should she leave the port without "Cttin(l' Lack hei· t"fi fi f o o cer 1 c·tte a 

ne o taels 100 Haikwan will be levied. ' ' ' 

When towinO' Chinese 1 h • • o vesse s s e must present her certificate f . 
mspectron at every Cu t • b · · 

01 

s oms arl'ler pa.ssecl, and it will be for the Off' . 

at any Customs' barrier who m, d •t . . lCel . . ay c ect the vessel m can·ymg cargo or the 
commrsstOn of other irregularity to report the det· 'l· t I . . for action. U.l 

8 0 us supenor officer 

3. Steam-tuO's and other sm ll 't . . 

1 

, o a ~ earners of a lJlw chss will pay l'.t1ntmge 

r ues once every four months. 

H eport by tlte Acting ]]arbour lllaster. 

16th Decembe-~·, 1885. 

_It h~s not been customary for stea.m-launches emplo ed as Tttc.s to 
ol,tam a 'clearance" when lea . F I y .1 . . VIng 10ng wng, and therefore there is no 

means of knowmg how often they are to Le employed. 

If the Chinese Authorities consider it necessary to have some check 

on these vessels when they "'0 to Canton tl' en I th" k th· t. h 0 ' .... lD o\ one or other of 
t e two comses referred to in these papers must be adopted. Eithel' the 

ves~ellmhust be treated as an ordinary British Merchant Ship report her 
arnva t rou"'h the Consul a d h ' 

h 

o ' n pay er tonnage dues as provide<l by Treaty 
or s e must submit to such ape · 1 1 t' ' · ' . cm regu a lOllS as the Chinese Auth ··t' , 
thmk fit to make. • . ou 1es 

th 

As a matter of economy and convenience to the merchants who enlp.loy 

ese "tll" S" th J. the fee f " e p~o.pose ~~ules appear to have an advantage, especi<tlly if 

the lett .orf ~e ce,rtificate J,s t'o cover a period of 12 months as implied in 
er o . M. s Charge d Affaires, though the Rule No 1 does t 

appear to me to r ead in that sense and Rule No 3 . _, · . n~ tion -I h & ' . Imposes unes m addt-
. ave, c., 

R. MURRAY RUM:SEY, Rt. Omnmandm· R.N., 

Acling lfa1·how · J.[a sley, &c • 
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ITo~GKO~G UEXEJUL CnA)ICUt OF Co1DIF.RCF., 

HoxGKONG, 31st December, 1885. 

Sm,-1 have the honor to acknowledge receipt of your letter of the 

16th instant transmitting copies of correspondence on the subject of a. proposal 

by the Chinese Authorities to regulate the plying of vessels used as Tng

hoats between Hongkoug allll Canton, for the opinion of the Chamber thereon. 

The subject has receiveLl the careful consiueration of the Committee, 

a nd I am dc~ircLl to state tha t Lhe Committee concur in the opinion of Her 

Britannic 11ttje,;ty', Charge d'Affaires, that the new rules proposed by the 

Conuni~siouer of Cu$toms at Canton should ~ot be acceptetl. 
A ~trict adherence to the Treaty provisions which regnlatc the course 

to l>e takcu with re:;pcct to foreign merchant ·vessels at the Treaty Ports 

cannot, in the opinion of the Committee, be too strenuously insi:;tcd upon ; 

~wu any regulations propo$ing to deal with such vessels at the open Ports, in 

a manner not m strict accordance with the Treaty, should be vigorou~ly 

opposed. 
\IVith respect to the Tonnage Dues proposed to be levietluuder the new 

regulations now nmlcr consiucmtion, the Committee would call attention to 

Art. XXX of the Treaty of Tientsin (26th June 1858), which clearly defines 

wha t Jues are to he le\· ied upon merchant vessels, i.e. all classes of vessel,; 

Tugs, or others. 
The Committee desire, also, to record their appreciation of the manner 

in which this matter ltas been referreLl to the Chamber for its opinion, before 

definite action h:1s been decideG upon, a courile which c:tnnot fail to promote 

a. satisfactory uuderstanding upon nil such qnestions closely affecting mcr

eantilc interest s allll the Committee would be glad if their sen se of the con

sitlcration which has been shown coulu be convcycu by His Excellency the 

Administrator to Her. :Majesty's Charge d' AITaires at Peking.--! have, &c., 
W. KESWJCK, Clwh·man. 

The Ilonomable F. STEWART, LL.D., Acting Colonial Secretm·y. 

N. 
45, PALL MALL, 

LoNI>O~, W., 27th August, 1885. 

SIR,-1 have the honour to submit copy of the address delivered to 

the London Cha.mb~r of Commerce in l\f:ty l ast by Mr. HoLT S. HALLETT1 

" " 

" 

[ i 1 1 
my Colleague, ur>on the ) lrogress made by the Colquhonn E:-:ploration for 
Railway Extension to s.·w. China. 

2. In November next, I hope to be ·tule to la 1 f det ·r l . ' y Je ore you a full 
ai ec report wtth maps, when Mr. HALLE'rT ·u h 1 tf f · WI ave completecl the 

p o mg o. hJs extensive surveys now being proceeded with at the R I 
GeographiCal Societv oya 

• 0 

3. On my way home throu«h India I had the h f . h . 0 · ' onour o · rcportlll<7 
upon t e proJect to His Excellency Lord DuFFERIN' and s ince m V a .· -~ 
at home to Lm cl S . 'rl!v,t 
RAN 0 ALISBURY, the Minister for Foreign Aff<tirs, ana Lord 

nor.PH CHURCHILL, the Secretary of State for Ind ia. 

. 4. The commercial community m England and the 

d 
. press am deepl_v 

nnpresse w1th the necessity for a · . 

E d 
' vigot·ous commercml poliey in the 

ast au that the Burma-Siam Ch · ·1 ' - tna rattway project shonld be at once 
undertaken as the initial step of such a policy. ' 

5. E.trly in October I am to address the Chamber·s of Commerce of 
London, Manchester, Liverpool aml Glasa- l th · · o' w on IS subject, and I .ha.ve 

re.ason to believe that in very strong resolutions these Cham bel"s will 

lll ge upon Government the ur<Tency of th t " • , . 0 e ques wn, and be wa rmlv sup-
ported by the mercantile community and press of tl t • te coun rv. 

6. r_ would ask you to support the movement of the . 1 Home Cha.mhers 
lJ pa.ssmg a resolution in favour of the l)rOJ. ect d dd . . • an a resstng Govern-

ment on the subJeCt, at as early a. date as "bl I h poss1 c.- ave, &e., 

A. R. COLQUIIOU~. 

Tlte President, CnA1mc:H OF Co'.J'IERC···. , II ·• ·' • e 0:-/HKO:-.< G. 

IToxoKO :o<G Gt:XEIUI. Cu .. ~~I ll".' J' .• r • ()f' ColDf ERC E, 

Ho:'\GK O N<J, 4t!t January, 1886, 

Sm,-I have the honour to f 1 . orwnn copy of a re~olnt ion of the Com-

lllltlee of lho Hongkong G eneral Chamber of C . · 1 . · _ ommel ce w 1 t 1 l'elatton to tl e 

re<:cnt Explorations of Mc~~ieurs Jior T S I-I . .. 

1 

• · .U.LF.1 r awl AitClllBALD R. 

CoLQt:uouN. 

0 

RPsol v!l<l.-" That thi" Cha mber hring to th e noti<·e of llle S t f Secretary of 
'lac or the ('ninnies the imrlor!anec a ltw·h·lll " ' " to the explorations of 
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, .. . . I A R CoL(~Unous in Burmah and the lmlo-

Mestiienrs HoLT S. liALLEr r .Utl • . t will suprJort the 
l that the Governmen Chinn, ~tates, and express a wpe ' . 

1 
. 

' . u d b these uentlemen, wtt l a vtew construction of n, R:ulway n,s recommen e y o f 
· . ., . Cl· which wouhl prove o · p communic·ttion w1th '• estem una, to ope111ng n . ' 

O'reat commerciul value to bo th eountries.-I luwe, &c., 
b 

W. KES\>VICK, Chairman. 

Colonel The Hight llooourahlc F . ~TASLEY, . 
., f ')tate fi'r t!te Colontes. llt'r Jiajesty's Prim,ipal &ereta,·y ~ ' 

0 

/ 

CoLONIAL SECRETARY's OF~'ICE, 
Confidential. HoNGKONG, 18th July, 1885. 
No. 902. d · · t · the 

Sm -I have the honour, by direction of the Officer A. m~ms ermg 

G ' t to f•)J'ward to you confidentially the accompanymg copy of a 
overmnen , ' b d U"'h 

t between France and China, and to request you to. e g~o eno."' 
Trea. y . . . . thereon from a commercml pomt of vrew, 
to favour hrm wrth your opmron ' 1 b . 

f State has telem:aphed for His Excellency s ear y o ser-as the Secretary o " 
vations ou it. - 1 ha,ve, &c., 

FREDERICK STEW ART, Acting Cownial Secretcwy. 

The Honourable 'vV. KEsWICK, 
G · CH A1IIJJ ER oF CoMMERCE. C, · n HoNGKO NG ENERAL , · tba1'1'111Cl , 

T l'(tnslalion of Chinese 'lhet of Franco-Chinese Trea-ty. 

Jtme, 1885. 

President of the French . M . t the Emperor of China., and the 
Hrs aJCS Y · h' h · e 

Republic beinu desirous to terminate the misunderstandmg WdlC' ai~l~ 
' 

0 
• • It sly enua•7e (rn mr t· the fact of the two countries bemg sunu aneou . o "' • 

from . ) 'th Annam and wishing to re-establish the fotmer con-
u~? operatr:r;: :~d commerc~ by the conclusion of a new Treaty t_o the 
ditwns of a y p the basis of the preliminary conventiOn of 
advantage of both owers, on . . 1 13th 

. . f th l"th May 1884· <tpprovcll by !m penal Edtct on t le Ttents1n, o e 1 ' ' 

April 1885, 

0 

• 

0 .. 
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Have appointed as their Plenipotentiaries, that is t6 say :-His Majesty 

the Emperor of China, Lr, Imperial Commissioner with plenipotentiary 
powers, Grand Secretary of the W en.Hua Throne Hall, Grand Tutor of 

the Heir Apparent, Minister Superintendent of Trade for the Northern 

Sea-board, Governor General of Chih-li, and a member of the 1st rank of 

the third grade of hereditary nobility with the laudatory appellation Su.z, 

and Hsr, Imperial Commissioner, Minister of the Tsung-li Yamen, P~esi
dent of the Board of Punishments, Superintendent of the Three Treasuries 

of the Board of Revenue, Director of the studies of the hereditary officials 

of the left wing of the Banner Forces, and Lieutenant-General of the 

Bordered Yellow HAUCHUN Banner Corps,-and TENG, Imperial Commis

sioner, Minister of the Tsung-li Yamen, and Director of the Com't of State 

Ceremonial,-and the President of the French Republic, M. PATENoTRE, 

Officer of the Legion of Honour, bearer of the first class of the Swedish 

Order of the Star of the North, Minister Plenipotentiary residing in 

Peking for the conduct of French Affairs-who, after having communicated 
to each other their respective full powers, and found them to be in due 
form, have concluded the following Treaty:-

ART. I. The Government of France engages to repress disturbance 
and to maintain order throughout those parts of Annam which are con

tcrminous with the Chinese frontier. With respect to the banditti who 
maltreat the people, and persons of bad character who follow no occupation, 

it rests wholly with the French Government to take due measures to dis

perse them or to expel them from the Countnr, and to keep watch against 
J 

their reassembling for pnt•poses of disorder. 

But under no circumstances shall French Troops ever cross the 
frontier of Tong king into Chinese Territory. 

The French Government, moreover, while distinctly engaging, on its 

own part, not to encroach upon the frontier in question, also guarantees it 
against violation from other quarters. 

In all cases of banditti escaping across the frontier into the border 
provinces of China, it will rest with the Chinese Government to take 

nteasures to disperse them, or to expel them from the Country. If banditti 

consort together in Chinese territory and conspire to attack people under 
the protection of France, it will also rest with the Chinese Government to 

disperse them. The French Government having assumed the responsibility 

of securing the peace of the frontier, the Government of China., on its part, 

. . 
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' k With reference to the mutual 
engages not to send troops into :rong bmg. d' criminals a separate and 

. . b Oh' · d Annam of a aeon mg ' 
rendttlon Y ma an G ts of France and China . 

. l ·u b d ·awn up by the overnmen 
special artlc e Wl e I • . . . desba.nded troops, peacebly 
All residents of Chinese natwnahty mcludhmg riculturists artisans or 

h . t' sin Annam whet er as ag ' 
pursuing t etr avoca ton . ' '11 b t'tled to the same security 

. t h no charge bes Wl e en 1 
traders, agams w om ' der the protection of France. 
of person and property as those :who are un 

. h . expressly agreed not to 
A II The Government of Chma, aVlng . b 

RT. . . ma take for the repression of dtstur ance 
oppose such action as France y d h f rward recognizes the vali-

. . f order now an ence o 
and the mamtenance o .' . t' forthcoming between France 

11 t. d re"'ulatlons ex1s mg or ' 
dity of a trea Ies an o '. f Oh' . th Annam it is expressly 

A gards the relatxons o ma w1 
' 

and Annam. s re . . f China shall not be prejudiced, nor 
declared that the honour and dxgmty o . . 
on the other hand shall the present Treaty be mfrmged. 

. d f . months from the signature of the Ill W'th' a per10 o SIX . 
ART. . 1 tn '11 verally appoint Commissioners to 

t T t the two Powers Wl se . . 
presen rea y, . d T k' and J'ointly determme 1ts 

d th f t' er of Chma an ong mg, 
procee to e ron 1 d 1' . ot well defined, they will 

. I 1 s where the bor er me IS n 
delimitatxon. n P ace . b d If with reference 

. ·k f m a consptcuous oun ary. ' 
set up station mat s to or k 'th reference to such slight rectification 

. . f uch mar s or Wl 
to the posttlon o s ' . ma be advisable in the interest of 
of the present frontier of Tongk~n~ as h ~d arise (between the Commis
b th Powers a difference of opmton s o 
~ ) they' Wl·n refer for instructions to their respective Government. 

s10ners · 
IV Th delimitation of the frontier having been. determ.in.ed, 

ART. . e d French protection, or ahens restdmg 
all French subjects or persons un er . . t China will before pl·o-

. h d 're to cross the frontter m o ' ' 
in Tongkmg, w 0 est . t to be issued by the Chinese 

h . · ey obtam a passpor , 
ceeding upon t eir JOUrn ' f th F ench Authorities. In the case of 

· ffi · 1 the request o e r 
frontier o Cla 

8 on T k' t China the Chinese frontier 
Chinese subjects crossing from ong _mg ~ 
officials may issue passes at their own dxscretxon. 

When Chinese subjects desire to enter Tongking 
On the other hand, t 

1 d f Chinese territory, application for the necessary passpor s 
over an rom A th 't' . Oh' Officials to the French u ort les. 
will be made by the mese . 

A V :Merchants of French nationality, or under Ft·ench protection, 
RT.. . t' rty shall be allowed to convey goods to and fro, 

or of Chmese na lOna 1 . 

overland, across the borcler of China and Tongklng. 

• • 
• 

" 

[ 7!) J 

The number and situation of the places which are to be assigned as 
commercial depots will be subsequently dete-rmined after a careful consi
deration of the trade returns and the lines of communication, in general 
accordance with the regulations which now prevail in Chinese territory, the 
principle (of the arrangement) being the selection of two points on the 
Chinese frontier as depots of trade, one above Pa.o-sheng, and another to 
the north of Langson, in which French merchants will be free to reside 
with the same privileges and responsibilities as obtain in the Treaty Ports. 
The ChinesE" Government will establish customs at these places for the 
levy of duties; and at those places the French Government may appoint 

Consuls, whose powers and privileges will be identical with those which 
are exet·cised by French Consuls at Treaty Ports. The Chinese Govern
ment will also be free to arrange with the Government of France for the 
appointment of Chinese Consuls in the principal cities and towns of 
Tongking . 

ART. VI .. Regulations for the conduct of overland trade between 
Tongking and the Chinese provinces of Yunnan and Kwangsi will, within 

three months of the signature of the present Treaty, be jointly di~cussed 
and concluded by Commissioners appointed by the two Powers, and will 

form a supplement to the present Treaty. The duties to be levied on good's 
imported or exported across the frontier of Yunnan and K wangsi will be 

lower than under the existing Commercial Tariff; but such reduction of 
duties is not to apply to the case of overland trade across the border between 
Tongking and Kwangtung, nor again does HfL:ffect the present Treaty Ports. 
The sale and transport of firearms, military weapons, munitions of war and 
explosive materials, will be treated in accordance with the regulations 
which are in force in the territory of both countries. The import and 
export of opium will form the subject of a special clause of the- Trade Re
gulations, and a special clause will also determine the question of the 
coasting trade between China and Annam, pending which the existing 
rules will remain in force. 

ART. VII. The present Treaty is drawn up by China and France with 
the purpose of improving friendly relations and extending commercial 
intercourse between conterminous countries. The Government of France. 

in full sympathy with such purpose, will open roads in the Tongking region, 
and will encourage the construction of railways. It is distinctly declared 
l)y the two Powers that if at some future time China shall decide to col!l-

' . 
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struct railways, the Chinese Government shall have recourse to the co

operation of French Experts, and the Go:vernment of France shall afford 
the fullest assistance in the matter of engaging workmen. It is distinctly 
declared by the two Powers that this clause is not to be regarded as con

ferring exclusive advantages upon France. 

ART. VIII. The Commercial Articles of the present Treaty and the 

several Regulations which are to be drawn up, may be revised at the end 
of ten years from the Exchange of Treaty. If no notice of a desire to 
revise the Treaty be given by either side six months before the expiry of 

' that term, then the Commercial Articles and regulations shall retain their 

force for ten years more, and so it shall be, after this manner. 

ART. IX. Immediately upon the signatme of the present Treaty by 
the two Powers, the French forces will be directed to withdraw· from Kelung, 
and the search (of vessels) off the coast and other such like measures will 
be discontinued. Within one month from the date of signature, Formosa 
and the Pescadores Islands shall be completely evacuated by the French 

troops. 

ART. X. The provisions of former Treaties between China and France 

except in so far as they are modified by the present agreement will retain 

their original validity. 

The ratifications of the present Treaty, under the hand of His Majesty 
the Emperor of China, and under the hand of the President of the French 

Republic, shall be forthwith e:rchanged at the capital of China. 

HoNGKONG GENERAL CHAMBER OF CoMlltERCE, 

HoNGKONG, 22nd July, 1885. 

SIR,-1 have the honour to acknowledge receipt of your letter of the 
18th instant fo1·warding confidentially a copy of the Treaty between France 

and China recently entered into, and requesting tbe opinion of the Chamber 

upon the document from a Commercial point of view. 

The Committee are obliged to His Excellency the Administrator for 

the opportunity of PXpressing the views of th e Chamber, hut without 

• 
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knowing something of the nature of the regulations, &c., which are to be 
drawn up by special Commissioners under .Article VI, it is difficult to say 
more than, that the Commercial clauses of the Treaty appear to have been 
framed in a liberal and progressive spirit. 

There are special privileges to the F1·ench implied by a reduction of 
duties, below those paid at the Treaty ports of China, on the frontier trade 
between Tongking, Yunnan and Quangsi, and the right to appoint Consular 
officers at certain places in these Provinces is important. 

The latter right will, under the favoured nation clause, becoU:e the 
privilege also of other nations having Treaties with China, but the differen
tial rate between maritime and frontier duties will hardly become applicable 
under these clauses unless the Chinese, as has been urged by this Chamber, 

open up the water communications of Kwangtung into western China, 
where directly conveyed merchandize should become subject to no greater 
duty than is borne by goods crossing the frontier by lanu. 

This frontier trade and the occupation of Tongldng by France, again 
bring to the front very forcibly the question of representing to China the 
importance of no longer hesitating to open to foreign enterprise the naviga. 
ble waiers of China generally, but more especially the views of the southern 
provinces. 

On the 3rd July of last year the Chamber addressed the late Sir 

HARRY PARKEs, He1· Britannic Majesty's Minister Plenipotentiary at 
Peking on this subject, when the F ournith' Convention was announced 

' and the Committee enclose a copy of the letter, as it bears directly on the 
Treaty now under consideration. 

The concluding portion of Article VI, touching the coasting trade 
between China and Annam, is of special importance to this Colony, the 
shipping interests of which are so great, and Her Majesty's Government 
should watch with jealous care that the Colony is no less favourably placed 
than it always has been in regard to Coast traffic and intercourse with the 
territories now under French protection.- ! have, &c., 

W. KESWICK, Chai?·man. 

The Honourable F. STEWART1 LL.D., Acting Colonial Sec1·etm·y . 

• • 
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Supplementary Appendix. 

Foocnow GE~ERAL CHAMBER OF Co~mERCE, 
FoocHow, 18th November, 1885. 

SIR,-As the export of Tea from China to the Australian Colonies 

1s of considerable importance, I would ask your kind co-operation in 

trying to arrive at the actual figures as accurately as possible. In your 
valued Market Report of the 9th instant, I see, the export from China. 
to Australia and New Zealand is put down at 20,847,817lbs. whereas 

this amount represents only the direct export from Foochow alone, as 

per our circular dated the 23rd ultimo; and the whole export from Canton 

and Macao, as well as all shipments from this viA Hongkong, have not 

been taken into consideration. The former is roughly estimated at 4 to 

500,000 lbs. and the latter naturally vary a good deal. To mention one 
instance, at the very beginning of this season the Tannadice carried quite 

a quantity of Foochow teas from your port to the Colonies which has 

never appeared in the statistics, except that it is included in the export 

from here to Hongkong. 
Referring to your Secretary's remarks of the 6th September, 1884, 

about the difficulty in obtaining any reliable information as to the ship

ments from Canton and Mac.·w, I take leave to suggest that the Agents 

of the various steamers leaving yours for Australia, might be asked to 

furnish the required figures to the best of their knowledge, and even if 
those figures should not always be accurate, they probably would answer 

the purpose, and give an approximate idea of the total export.-! have, &c., 

H. P. TENNANT, Chairman. 

To the Chairman of tlte HoNGKONG GENERAL CHAMB-ER OF CoMMERCE~ 

HoXGKOKG GENERAL CHAMBER OF CoMMERCE, 

HoNGI<ONG, 8th December, 1885. 

Sm,-1 beg to acknowledge receipt of your letter of the 18th ultimo, 

requesting the co-operation of this Chamber in trying to arrive at the act~ul 

, , u 
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figures as accurately as possible in the "Ex port of Tea from China to the 

Australian Colonies." 

In accordance· with your suggestion, application has been made to the 

Agents of the various steamers leaving this port for · Au·t · ·1· · . . ~ Ia 1a, requestmg 
them to furmsh partiCulars of the weight of tens shipped by th · t . · etr s earners to 
Australia, but the same difficulty exists as was the c ~ 1 t 1 . . a~e as year, w wn a 
similar attempt was made to obtain the figures desired. 

. Th.e Shipping Agents state that no particulars of such shipments to 

Aus~raha are supplied to them and that they have 110 knowledge of the 

speCies of Tea c~ntained. in, or the weight of, the packages. The weight of 

the packages vanes constderably, and their number is practically no index to 

the number of pounds contained in them. 

With regard to the shipments of Tea from Foochow to Australia via 

Hongkong, _the situation is the same. The Shipping Agents have no parti-

culars furmshed to them of the weight of those tea sh' t . d • • . 1~00~~ ~ 
mformatwn as regards them would have to be obtained from Foochow whif'h 

information your Chamber would probably be in a better position 1~ obtain 

on the spot than the Agents here.-I have, &c., 

PH. RYRIE, Vice-C/,airman. 

The Cltai.rman, Foocnow G~·:-~ERAL C'liA."BER oF · ... .u . Co~tMEw;r,; . 

CoLO:SlAL SECRETARY' s 0l''FICE 
' 

No. 1553. HONGKONG, lOth .November, 1885. 

SIR,-1 am directed by His Excellency the Governor to transmit to 
you the annexed copy of a letter from the Consul for France in this 

?olony ~ntimating that Steam Engines Machinery, &c., will be admitted 

mto Ha1phong and Hanoi free of Customs dues up to lst July, 1886.
I have, &c., 

FREDERICK STEW ART, Acting Colonial Secretm'!f. 

The Honourable P. RTRIE, 

Vice-Citairman, IloXGKOKG GEx~:RAL CHA~BER O.lf ComiERCE, 
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Copy. 

Ho~GKOXG, le 7 1Vovembre, 1885. 

Monsieur LE SEcRETAmE CoLONIAL, 

Le General de Courcy, Commandant en Chef au Tonkin, m'informe 

que le~ ·machines et mecaniqnes, les appareils complets a vapeur et autres, 
fixes ou mobiles, et les embarcations a vapeur seront admis en franchise 

0 ' 

de douane dans les ports d'Ha'iphong et de Hanoi jusqu'au ler. Juillet 

1886. 

J'ai l'honneur de vous faire part de cette decision, qui pent interesser I 

le commerce de Hongkong. 

Veuillez agreer les assurances de la haute consideration avec laquelle 

j'ai l'honneur d'etre, etc. MONTHLY SALES 
- LEON DEJARDIN. 

CtHIPIL:ED BY 

L'Honomllle F. STEWART, LL.D., Secretaire Colonial. 

CHAMBER OF COMMERCE 
' 

. 
I 

DURING THE YEAR 1885. 

I 
' 

l 

• 

I 
i 

i I 

. 
I 

• 

i 

• • ' ' 

• • 
J 
' 

~ ...... ..... 

. 



,.. 

[ 8·) 1 [ 83 ] 
i 

t -

MONTHLY SALES COMPILED BY CHAMBER OF 
COMMERCE DURING THE YEAR 1885 . 

>. ... ..: ..: & .... .g $ ..; ] $ "' ... Total DESCRIP'fiON OF GOODS. "' "' :;:: 
"' s ] s s "' 

... .... .... 
~ :::> ~ "' 

,!:> "' a.. ~ ~ bl) .B 
., ., 

for 1885. "' "' ~ ~ .. l'l '3 "' 
a.. > C) 

~ :;:l "' 
C) 0 "' ,..., --- - ::01 ,.., ,..., ~ en 0 z ,:::l - --------------------- --- - --------- --------- --- ---.. ' 

' 
COT'l'ON YARN. 

I 
BmrBAY,- Nos. 10@ 20s., .. . .••. •. .•.••..• . .• .. . . ba les 7,097 12,024 16,561 12,421 

14,064 13,541 21,223 22,175 15,959 14,624 11,395 7,448 168,532 

ENGLISH,-!Sos. 16 @ 248., .......... . ........ ... .. 625 805 1,862 1,643 
l ,ll35 1,612 3,ll13 98~ 600 55 817 1,240 15,496 " 

50 88 1,039 286 

I 
N os. 28@ 32s., .. ........... .. .. .. .. ... " I 1,074 510 155 350 ... I ... .. . 3,553 

11 5 275 1,260 60 I 
Nos. 38 @ 42s., .... ... ............... .. " 835 (;.!;) I 1,079 787 35 i 

1 1 2 ... I 4,974 
I 

I 
I I 

COTTON PIECE GOODS. i i I I 

I 

2,175 1 GREY SHIRTINGS,- 6lbs., , ..... .. ......... .. ... .. . pieces 9,950 5,750 1,400 ... 
6,550 3,825 10,900 1,975 2.000 22,800 7,02ii H,350 

71bs., .... .. ...... .. .. .. ...... . " 
13,480 4,7ii0 12,500 2,700 

5,000 700 5,650 8,800 2,650 3,550 1,400 5,400 66,580 

8.4 Its., ...... .. .... .. ........ .. " 
30,250 39,650 28,450 44,180 

16,200 24,050 40,220 18,050 35,250 13,650 9,700 26,250 32ii,900 

9.10 lbs., ... .. ...... .. .. .. .... . " 
4,300 6,900 5,850 4,4:>0 

3,900 4,250 12,450 4,000 1,750 6,560 2,600 10,200 67,210 

'\VHITR SHIRTINGA, .. .. ...... . ....... ..... .... ...... " 
30,-1-30 u3,614 40,196 48,280 

42,397 20,468 31':,536 16,01ll 15,432 18,918 38,1 32 42,845 405,261 

T -CLOTBB,-6lbs. 32 in., Ordinary, .......... .. . 2,900 2,000 900 900 
11 800 1,000 3,250 2,550 560 2,350 2,500 13,000 32,710 

7 1bs. 32 in., Ord inary, .... ...... .. " 
2,000 .. . 1,900 .. . 

4,850 4,350 2,175 5,200 7,300 27,775 ... .. . .. . 
6 lbs. 32 in., Mnrican s, ....... .. .. . .. . ... 1,300 ... 

1,750 200 750 4,000 " .. . ... ... . .. .. . 
~ 

19,720 35,650 18,439 38,260 • 
! 7lbs. 32 in ., Mexican~; .. . .. .. .. ... 11 2!1,000 4,600 27,000 45,250 19,220 35,586 4,550 19,400 296,675 

8 @ 8.4 oz. 36 in., ··········· ······· " 
12,850 18,050 9,050 1,550 

6,600 500 17,850 12,750 15,350 13,GOO 10,300 19,400 137,850 
2,295 

. 
DlltLLS,-Englisb, 40 yards, 13~ @ H 1bs., .. · " 

2,050 1,300 1,620 
1,420 1,645 1,315 3,150 1,845 1,785 2,105 1,050 21,580 I 

I 
FANCY COTTON S. 

I 

I TURKEY RED SHIRTI NGS,-2.4@ 3lbs., .. .... pieces 7,067 6,370 2,170 1,400 
5,710 17,330 9,630 7,400 1,820 6,500 2,460 67,84:7 ... 

I 
BnocA.DJ::S,-Dyed, . .. ... ...... .. ..... ........ .. .. · .. 1,848 ... !)50 2,250 

9,678 11 ... 250 2,030 ... 900 750 700 ... 
DAMASKS, ...... .. .... ........ . .. ... ......... .. . ...... .. 11 ... ... ... .. . 

.. . .. . ... ... ... ... ... .. . .. . 
CBINTZES,- Assorted, .... ....... ..... · · .... . .. . · ... " 

500 670 1,4H7 ... 
120 GO 1,000 100 l ,6l0 5,55 7 .. . ... ... 

VELVETS,-Black, 22 in., .. .. ................. .... .. 300 1,080 300 150 
198 3GO I 5,."i!)8 " 150 300 210 1,950 601• ... 

! 

VELVE'I'EENS,- 18 in., .... ..... .... ..... ... ...... ... 11 480 ... 360 ... 
72 90 1,112 744 240 1,704 l ,n!lZ 1.266 7,70() 

H ANDKERCHI RFS, .. ... . ..... .. . ... .... ..... ....... .. . dozen .. . ... 6,000 ... 
2,000 1,000 1,600 10,600 ... ... .. . .. . .. . 

- . ! 
I - - -

" • I 
' 

• ' . ~ ...... 
-----
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MONTHLY SALES COMPILED BY CHAMBER oF· COMMERCE DURING THE YEAR 1885,-( Continued). 

t- I ,.; ..: "' ..: 
~ ..; .0 ,.; $ "' ~ .d E .0 Total DESCRIPTION OF GOODS. ] ~ 

U) il a a c.> 1>. 4i .e. "' i ~ ~ § t1) 0 "' "' "' l'l. c: 
::;$ "' 

.... ;. c.> for 1885. ::a <1 ::>! "' <.> 0 Q) ..., r;.. ..., ..., < r.Q 0 z A ---- --- - --------------- - ---
Q 

WOOLLENS. 

SPANISH STRIPES, .•. : ........ . ....... ...... .... _ .. .. pieces 720 1,812 636 300· 8-10 600 1,026 1,212' 768 2,020 I,Q98 1,27.2 12,364, 

HABIT, MEDIUM & BROAD CLOTHS, ............ " 72 124 12i 36 844 84 1,374 38-! 1,748 1,05ti i44 658 7,248 

LONG FlLLS,-Scarlet and Assorted, ••• ••••••••• " 4,995 7,260 1,580 92() 
I 200 1,300 2,780 ll,720, 3,880 2,400 1,650 720 39,405. 

CAMLETS,-Assorted, ....... . ................ .. .. .. " 
1,620 3,890 1,000 3,300> 210 .. . 600 250 420 870 2,380 1,150 15.690 

LASTINGS,-30 yards. 31 in., ....................... " ... 1,7.60 760 420 1,720 520 400 360 600 1,780 3,o.J60 2.,140 13,520 

ORLEANS,-Pla.in, .... ................................ . " 
... ... ... ... ... . .. 200 200 . .. 80 480 ... ... 

BLANKETS,-10@ 12 tbs., . ........... ... .......... pairs .... 350 . 750 250 ... 174 780 3,625. 500! 350 I 1,500 350 8,629 
I 

I 
I RAW COTTON. . 

127 1 
i 

BoMBAY & KURRACHEE, .......................... . bales 250 650 783 800• 250 320 1,100 50 60 4,390· 

5,085 1 

... ... 
BENGAL & RANGOON, ............... · • ............. · , . 3,500 5,700 13,179 4,420. 0.,307 5,370 5,430. 3,379 3,617 5,750 1,360 62,097 

SHANGHAI, TUNGCHOW, & NINGPO, ............ " 
2,625 800 925 100 3;30 ... 

I 
550 700 • 300 900 800 520 8,570 

MADRAS, ..... . .. ........ ....... ......................... " 
... 40 1il6 .,~_ ... ... 149 ... I 50 26 302 75 748 

' i i 
I I 

! I I I METALS. I I I I 
I rcls. 68,10(). b:l8. 15,560 p lcnltJ 2,000 1,680. 1 

NAIL RoD, ..................... .. . ........ ........ . .... piculs 10,080 plettll -41HO 7,100 7,560 ~cub 4,200 3,020 3,360 3,440 tons 85()-. Us. 14,000 t.ODI 100 ton• t60 111'1. 2,000 5,880 
3,360· 

wua 300 bdls.16,000· 
SQUARE, FLAT ROUND BAR, . ................... • " 

... ... 700 ... ... plcula 2,5!0 840 500 { pcls. 7,920· • tona lOO ... ... . .. tons lOO 
SWEDISH BAR, ... ............. ....................... 2,100 3,276 . .. tons 75 ptcula 840 1,640 840 1,000 { pcls. 10,116 " i:ODI 60 ... . ... ... 420 tons 135 
SMALL ROUND ROD, ........ ......... . ............... " 

... 1,000 ... ... ... ... pteull l,GM 480 500 840 500 1,680 {pcls. 6,680 «>n• liO tons 50 
HooP, .................................................. . " 

500 ... ... ... ... ... ... 500 ... 420 420 1,840 . .. 
WIRE, ..... ...................... ...................... .. 384 480 ... casks 100 352 240 

. 
{ pcls. I ,546. I " 

... ... ... 90 ... ... casks lOO 
OLD 'Vll~E ROPE, ........... .. ....... .. ... ........... » ... tons 150 ... ... tons lOO ... ... ... 320 720 { pcls. 1,04() ... ... 

250 • tons 
LEAD, ............................ _ .............. . ...... 6,640 ptcut. f /J70 pcb. 16,94.0 P<Jlo. 17,131' ptcuJa 9,MIO pob. 33,270 32,400 piculs 7,000 pclo. 10,700 pieub 6,740 { pls.179,007 " ton"' l~ tons 600 tona 92Q. tons 1 7~ tons 340 9,815 23c,230 tons 130 tona 4M tons 1150 tons 2,890 

: 
! YELLOW 1\lETAL,-Muntz, 16 @ 28 oz., ...... cases ... ... 1,330 ... . .. 8~ 80 ... 88 1,578 .. . ... ... 

I Vivian's, 16@ 28 oz., .... , . " 
... ... ... ... 72 270 120 ... 46Z I ... ... ... ... 

Elliots, 16@ 28 oz., ...... piculs ... ... ... ... 192 . .. ... . .. 192 ... ... . .. . .. 
: COMPOSITION NAILS, ......................... ... . .. " 

... ... ... ... . .. .. . . .. . .. ... ... . .. ... . .. 
• 

• • 
• 

.J 
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MONTHLY SA LES COMPILED BY CHAMBER OF 

----------------------------------------------------------- --~------

DESCRIPTION OF GOODS. ·c 
p.. 
< 

---- - - - - --------------
METALS,- (imtinued. 

JAPAN COPPER,-Slahs, ....... ........ .. ......... piculs 

• Tiles, . .. ....................... .. 

T IN, ............................ ......... ................ shths 

TIN PLATES, ...... ... ..... ................ .. .. ... ...... boxes 

pcls.250 

2.700 

slab~; 22·t 
piculs 100 

200 

1,900 

208 

iOO 

STEEL, ......... .. ....................... ................ tubs 
l>OXC!I 2 ,500 
tUb!'l 3,400 

1,000 

2,500 

L300 boxe'l M>O 
tub:l 400 

SUNDR IES & COALS. 
I 

QUICKSILVER, ......................... ... . . ....... . flasks I 600 

WINDOW GLASS, .... ................ .. .............. boxes 4,500 

KEROSENE 0 IL, .......... . ....... .. . per 10 gallon cases 

COALS,-Cardifl', .. ........ .. .. .. . . .......... . ...... l.ons 

Australian... ... .. ...................... .... , 5,100 

Kee1ung, ............. ........ .. .............. , 

Japar1, ... ..... ......... ........ . ...... ..... . , \ . . . 

CHINA, I NDIA & -STRAITS PRODUCE. I 
RICE,-Saigon, .................... .. ... .. ...... . ...... picnls I l 

Siam, .. .. . .......... ... .. .. .... . . .. .. ...... .. .. ,. ~ ~ 86,300 

SUGAR,::::,~~-~-~~~~ -~~~~~~~-.-~-~~~~~~·. ·}·· :: I\ 
and Philippines,.... ...... ........ · 5,500 

Sugar Candy, .. .... .. ....... .. .. ........ . , 

CAMPHOR,-Formosa, ......... . .... .. .............. : , 

300 

2.250 

9,300 

6,200 

200 

boxes 1,000 boxes 2,500 
cac.:es :-,()() C:l.~CI .'J()() 

4,153 

11,150 

3,690 

9,900 

5,701} 

92,700 au,1oo 193,ooo 

4,950 47,250 6,30(), 

200 

Japan, ............... . .... .. ... .. ..... . 
p iculM 4!'"..0 picula • 500, picnb t50 
tubd 1,450 tulJs J ,500 mbs 1,007 

1,1 00 

PEPPER, . ........ .... . ..... ..................... ...... .. " 
SALTPETRE, .... .. ... . ....... .. ......... .. . . . . ..... .... bags 

SANDALWOOD, ........... .. ... ......... .. ............. piculs 

50 

3,200 

500 

165 

7,600 

955 

4,800 

360 

3,800 

tons 270 

-------------------------------------~---- -- -------~-----L------
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COMMERCE DURING THE YEAR 1885 -(C , . d) , on 1nue . 

~ 
_.i ,.0 ~ 

' . ~ E ., 
~ ~ ~ M ~ ~ 
~ ~ E = s ., 

___ _ _ • • _ _ _ _ • • __ --. -~-- __ rz_o ___ o _ _ 

800 

no 

3,250 

200 

8,400 

p lculs 600 
SlRba 200 

1,100 

1,100 

·1,000 

5,400 

2,459 

I 

1,!!00 

800 

280 85 I 

1,800 2,150 

~b:' ~:~ bxo. 1,000 

1,250 

2,100 I 

6,640 1 

1,5oo I 
3,500 

2,300 

9,000 

... I 
I 

570 3,150 I 
600 boxc• 1.000 

tubo 1,000 I 

400 

4,000 

10,000 

3,000 

4,350 

I I 

530 !' 

2,000 
I 

... I 

... 

1~_'~8o I 
I 

Total 

for 1885. 

- -- - -- - ----

200 

1,000 

1,000 

2,250 

1,000 

15,000 

2,200 

8,200 

500 f pcls. 3,408 
I slabs 44-1. 

500 

hoXf'~ 900 
slabs 370 

I 
I 
I 

1,550 

(slabs 5fl5 
i pcls . 1 ,!l50 
J bxs. 21,720 
(slabs 370 
1 bxs. 7,500 
I tubs 9,700 

350 8,680 

5 500 
I bxs. 29,750 

' I cases 7,000 

650 

4,700 

.. 26,000 

19,803 

97,679 

••• I 1,· 

I 
... 

I 
1.5oo I 1,ooo 

I 

1 ,5oo 1 350 1,800 21 ,741) 

I 
I I 

I : 
208,300 

1

238,000 I 

I 1 

I 

m,1oo J ~,;,,oo 
1 

122,400 
I 

255,800 180,200 153,000 2,289,400 

4,800 8,000 I 12,980 I 4,720 

! 

5,900 10,100 6,750 7,950 125,200 

I 
! 

plculs 300 plcul& :,00 tJiculs 300 plcull9 MO plcula 200 
tubs 1,3CO tub~ 1,700 tubs 2,085 tubs 600 tubs 500 

705 720 

2,000 4,100 

3,000 4,500 

515 

3,059 

6,000 

420 390 

2,263 1,988 

1,500 

50 

1,000 1,400 tub•1,200 { 
pcls. 7,050 
tubs 12,3n2 

60 J pcls. 4,280 
bags l bags 60 

4,196 37,006 

2,500 { pcls. 18,000 
tons 270 

• The total sales for the year but not reported to the Cl b . . tnm er, ma) be est.tmated at 600,000 cases . 
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FORTNIGHTLY CURRENT QUOTATIONS 

QUOTATIONS. 

On London, 
Bank, 

4 months' 
sight. 

Private 
Credits, 

! months' 
sight. 

Docu
mentary, 
4 months' 

sight. 

On 
France, 

-l months' 
sight. 

----------------- --- ------------------

Fortnight, ending 5th January, ...... . 

Do., do. 19th January, ...... . 

Do., do. 2nd February, ..... . 

Do., do. 16th February, ..... . 

Do., do. 2nd March, . . ..... .. 

Do., do. 16th March, ........ . 

Do., do. 30th March, .. ...... . 

Do., do. 13th April, .•..•.••..• 

Do., ~o. 23rd April, .. .. ....... . 

do. 6th May, ............ . 

Do., do. 20th May, . .... ...•.. . . 

Do., do. 3rd June, .......... . · 

Do., do. 17th June, .......... . . 

Do., do. 1st July, .... ........ . 

Do., do. 15th July, ........... .. 

Do., do. 29th July, ............ . 

Do., do. 12th August, .. .... .. . 

Do., do. 26th August, ..... ... . 

Do., do. lOth September, • .. . 

Do., do. 24th September, .. . . 

Do., do. 12th October,. ....... . 

• Do., do. 26th October, ...... .. 

Do., do. 9th November, .. ..•. 

Do., do. 23rd November, .... .. 

Do., do. 7th December, .... .. 

Do., do. 21st December, .... .. 

3/7t 

3f7t 

3/6t 

3/6~ 

3/6! 

3/6i 

3/6i 

3/6! 

3/6! 

3/7 

3/6i 

3/6£ 

3/6! 

3/61 

3/7 

3f7i 

3J7i 

3/61 

3/61 

3/61 

3/5! 

3/51 

3f5t 

3/5! 

S/41 

3/4i 

3/7t 

3/7!· 
3/7 

3/6i 

3/6i 

3/61 

S/6~ 

3/6i 

3/61 

3f7l 

3f6i 

S/6} 

3/6} 

3/7 

3f7t 

3f7t 

3f7i 

3/1 

3/61 

3/61-

3/5! 

3/6 

3/51 

3/5! 

3/5t 

3/4! 

3/7fi 

3/7l 

3/7i 

3J6l 

S/6l 

3/st 

3/Sf 

3/61 

3/7 

3/7! 

3/61 

3/7 

3/7 

3/71 

3/7i 

3/1! 

3/7! 

3/7! 

3/6!' 

3/6! 

3/5k 

3/6k 

3/6 

3/5i 

3/5! 

3f4i 

Fcs. 4.5tl 

Fcs. 4.51) 

Fcs. 4.54 

Fcs. 4.51 

Fcs. 4.51 

Fcs. 4.51 

Fcs. 4.51 

Fcs. 4.50 

Fcs. 4.52 

Fcs. 4.54 

Fcs. 4.51 

Fcs. 4.52 

Fcs. 4.51 

Fcs. 4.52 

Fcs. 4.5<l 

Fcs. 4.55 

F cs. 4.55 

Fcs. 4.52 

Fcs: 4.-17 

Fcs. 4.47 

Fcs. 4.42 

Fcs. 4.44 

Fcs. 4.43 

Fcs. 4.38 

Fcs. 4.35 

Fcs. 4.31 

• • 
• 

!) 
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DURING THE YEAR 1885. 

On 
Bomhay, 
Demand. 

On 
Ualcutb~, 
Dcmaild. 

Bat Silver. Sycee. 
Ckan 

Mcs.ican 
Dollars. 

Gold 
B~us, 
98 

touch. 

Gold / Tele
Leaf, gmphic 
lOO l 'rans· 

touch. fer. 
- - ---- ------ --------- _ __ I ___ ---

&- 220;\

Rs- 220k 

Its- 220J 

Rs- 220~ 

& 220~ 

.P.s- 222.} 

.ns- 22~~ 

}{..,. 222 

R& 221 

-Rs- 220 

R:;.. 225§ 

-Rs- 228 ~ 

-R& 227~ 

-Rs- 228.! 

.Jls- 228} 

-RH 22!l~ 

Rs- 228 

-R.o;. 228 

R s - 228 

Rs- 225 

Rs- 222!, 

-Rs- 223 

-R& 220~-

Rs- 220~ 

R& 220~ 

-Rs- 222J 

Rs- 222 

R&- 221 

-Rs- 220 

Rs- 2231 

I Rs- ~24 

I 
-Rs- 227:; 

Hs- 22((~ 

R s- 2273 

Rs- 228 

Rs- 228 

Rs- 221! 

Rs- 225 

Rs- 222f 

-R& 223 

9f% prem. 8k% prcm. i% prcm. $28.1 5 $21!.10 3f6:i-

3/6t 

3j6 

3f5i 

9~ 11 

I 
1 10~ " 
I 9~ H 

8.60 " 

9.25 " 

R 7fi, 

K.75 H 

I ~~- , 
9 " 

9 ., 

8~- ., 

S} " 

8 ~ ., 

s " 

8~ " 

::! " 

7.70" 

8 " 

" 
" 

" 
" 
" 

" 

" 

,. 

" 

" 
" 
" 

8 ,, 

R~ ,, 

9 " 

73. 
4 ~~ 

R~ " 

7~ " 

7.GO , 

8.10, 

7.61) ., 

7.50 ., 

7.70,. 

n ,, 

7~· ,, 

s " 

7~ " 

7~ , 

7 " 

7f I' 

7 " 

6.70 , 

7 ., 

H.20 ,. 

" 

" 

" 
., 

" 

a 8 ,. 

~ 8 , , 

t ,. 

1 
8 " 

7 H ., 

, 
4 " 

7 
8 ~~ 

3 . " 
~ ., 

7 " 

0.70., 

' 2 ~ , 

~- .. 
} ,. 

I } " 

" 

" 

" 

,. 

$2~. 1 5 $29.10 

$28.-SG $29.25 
I 

$28.4:) ' $29.-10 
I 

$28.68 $29.60 

$28.70 $29.60 

$28.70 $29.65 

3/5-f; 

$28.75 $29.70 3/:i~ 

$29.80 $29.85 3j6 

$29.00 $29.95 ilfG 

S2S.55 , $29.50 3/5~ 
I 

$28.40 • $29.35 • 31> 

$2SAr3 i $29.40 ! · 3,6 
I . 

$28.'!0 I $29.35 ! · 3/GJ. . I 8 

s 2s.25 · $29.20 
1
-, s16{ 

$28.15 : $29.10 3, i } 
I 

$2S.l5 $29.10 3 ti ~ 

$28 .15 $29.30 3,.fif 

$28.35 $29.50 3fi\~ 

S28.60 $29.55 si~! 

828.85 , $29.95 
1
• R, ,; 

$28.7!5 s~9.85 I_ 3,'5} 

$28.80 $29.90 3, 5~ 

$28.90 $30.(!0 3,4* 

$29.10 $30.20 3;'4~ 

~29.91 S3I.oo a;:q 

I 

~------~------------~--~--------- '-------------------------------------
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'l'II:ffi POSTMASTEJ{ GENERAI/S REPOR'r. 

----
GENERAl. PosT OFFICE, 

HoNGIWNG, J£mua1·y 1st, 1886. 

Su~,-1 have the houour to report on the British Postal sel'Vi<'e in 

Hongkoug and China during 1885. 

2. For several years past the Annual Report of this Department has 

been commenced with a remark on the absence of anything of importance 

to record. The year under review has, however, been somewhat eventful. 

3. The Money Ordet• relations of this Uolony ha-ve undergone a very 

marked extension. In the Postal R~port for 1878 the following passage 

will be found:-
"Applications arc not infrequently received for Money Orders on Continental 

Countries, the Unitetl States, &c., and though it would certainly not be worlh while to 
keep accounts with those countries for the sake of, perhaps, one order every three months 
exchanged with each, yet such >~pplications m·e always refused with regret. lf there were 
a sort of lnt.;rnational cleat·ing-house, say at Berne, a-nd it were understood that each 
Post Office should keep a-ccounts with that clearing-house, and with that only, it would 
then b e not only possible, but also easy for every Union country to exchange i\1ntwy 

Orders with every other Union country." 

4. To a very great extent the above suggestion has been realised. 

The Int~rnatiomLl clearing house, however, is not at Berne, but in London, 

and the system of Through Money Orders (as they are called) 1tdopted 

there has admitted this Colony to money order relations wit-h nearly the 

whole of the Coutineut of Europe, the United States, Canad:l, Bermuda, 

the South and West African Colonies, Cyprus, Egypt, the Falkland Islands, 

Honduras, the West Indies, Iceland, Madeira, Mauritius, Newfoundland, 

S. Helena, the Seychelles, and New Zealand. Chinese in New Zealand 

send money orders here through London rather than not send them at all. 

A money order exchange with France has been arranged by wa,y of India, 

and the same means has been adopted for the exchange of money orders 

with Goa. In addition to these, conventions for the direct exchange of 

orders have been entered into with Hawaii and North Borneo. 

5. The following table sbews the number of Through Money Ot·ders 

which have been forwarded by way of London since the system was com

mcn<'0Ll a ymtr ago. H will be seen huw im1•mctic<thlc it would he t o . .. 

" 

'~~----------~------------------------------------~-----

[ 91 J 

maintain a separate system with ea ~. t ('u coun ry whilst the t f b . 
is so small and yet th t th t t 1 amoun o- -usmess 

' a e o a amount remitted is not inconsidemble. 

Co-untry. Ko. of 01·ders dra1vn. Total amou-nt of 01•tlc1·s. 

Belgium,........... . . . .... .. 3 

Canada, --···· · ·· · ·· .. ... ... . 
Denmark ' ...... .. ..... .. .. . 
Egypt, ................. . .. . 

Germany, ........... . .... .. 

Holland, ......... .......... .. 

Italy, ..................... . .. 

Mauritius, ... ...... ... . .. .. . 

Natal, ............... ........ . 

New Brunswick, ........ . 

Norway, .............. .. ... .. 

Purtu"'al 
0 ' •••·• •···••• ··· • ·• 

Sweden, .................... . 

United States of America , 
West Indies (British), ... 

6 

6 

1 

46 

2 

2 

1 

1 
1 

2 

7 
5 

22 

1 

TOTAL, .................. 106 

£ 15. 

29. 

27. 

2. 

176. 

8. 
I. 

4. 

2. 
5. 
2. 

9. 
24. 

83. 

5. 

£ 398. 

11. 
1. 

0. 
0. 
]. 

17. 
19. 

0. 

17. 

0. 
10. 

18. 

13. 

14. 

0. 

5. 

.') 

7 

3 

0 

9 

11 

11 
3 

1 

0 

0 

0 

3 

0 

0 

5 

6. The sale of Postal Notes has kept up durin th . 
great convenience at the smaller Port h . M g e yeat. They are a 
bad. The st eadv d 1' . b s, w ete oney Orders are not to be 
some difficult intoect~:e m t e vain~ of rilver has, however, introduced 
not f . I y system. It IS absolutely necessary to offer these 

es Ol sa e at a fixed rate of exchano-e which f th . " ' o course must not b 
more a.n a tnfle above the rate of the d B t h e fi d h ay. u , w atever rate has been 

xe ' ~xc ange has always slipped down lower th . . d . , us necessttatm o- freq ue t 
re-a JUstment of accounts and leading to much trouble. " n 

7. Siam has entered the p tal U · Offi os mon, and a properly organised Post 

P 
ce has been opened at Bangkok under the direction of H R H S d 

hra Chow N ong Ya Tho Chow F . . . oro et 
Hluang Bha h· d a Bhanurangse Swangwongse Kroro 

nup an uwongse WoradeJ· M' . t f p A k' d f . , Ims er o osts and Tele"'t'aphs 
m o unrecogmsed agency of the Hono-kong Post Offi a" . 

· t · d · " ce use to b 
roam ame m the Consulate General at Bangkok where H 1- e 
were sold, and where a letter could be re;.istered, 'l'h ong .on~ st~mps 
ever . " . e new servtee ts in 

y way an un~)rovement, and completes the chain of Post Offices which 

I 
I 
I 
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[ 92 1 
may now be said to encircle Asia, at least ft·om Aden to H akodate. · The 
oTadual openina of Corea has of comse led to a considerable increase of 
t:> t:> 

correspondence fo1· that country. 
8. Perhaps the evBnt of the yeat· most interest ing to the public has 

been the establishment of a Parcel Post with the United Kingdom and 

several West Indian islands. This service- is as yet in its infancy, but the· 

following figures wil1 show that it is to be largely availed of :-

Outward Pm·cels. 

Net 
I Total declared Postage accruing Number 

I Date of Mail. of Parcels. weight. value. to Colony .. . 

October 13, 42 74 lb . £ 54. 3. 0. $ 9.00 

, 27, 46 92 " I 91.19. 5. 10.90· 

November 10,* 150 219 292. 2. fi . 28.90 
" 

24, 109 ! 156 " 105. 7.10. 21.60 
" ' 

' 19.10 
December 8, 88 158 

\ 

108.16. 6 . 

I 
" 

22 68 128 102. 9.1 I. 1;5.90 

" " - -

ToTAL, ... . 503 827 lb. £754.19. 2. l $ 105.40 

* Christmas and New Year Mail. 
• 

Inward Par·cels. 

Number Net T otal declared Postage accruing 
London Date. of Parcels. weight. value. to Colony. 

October 6, 102 208 lb. £.92. 0. 0. $25.50 

20 106 176 " 104. 2. 2. 21.90 , 

November 3 102 I 206 " 184. 9. 7. I 24.70 

17 • 192 I 346 " 141. 5. 7. 43.30 
" 

TOTAL, .~ .. 502 936 lb. £521.17. 4 $115.40· 

"" Cl11 istmas and New Year :\fa il. 

f) • 

• . 

~ . 

f I 

[ ~J3 ] 

9. The contents of the parcels sent home have chiefly been these ~

Bamboo-ware, beads, bronzes, cards, carvings, chinese ink, cigars, clothingr 

curios, drapery, dolls, d'Oyleys, fans, ferns, ft·uit, handkerchiefs, insects~ 

j,ewellery, lace, lacquered-ware, manuscript, mats, needlework, patterns,. 

peppermint oil, photographs, pictures, pipes, porcelain, rugs, seeds, shells, 
silks and gati.ze, silver, skins, sticks, tea, toys, watches. 

The contents of parcels sent from home have been :-Accoutrements, 

arms, books, cake,. cards, clothing, cosmetics, cutlery, electro-plate, feathers, 

flags, flowers, fruit, haberdashery, instrtlments, j ewellery, labels, lace, 1<\mps, 

lamp-wick, leather, ~edals, medicine, millinery, music, needlework, pat. 

terns, perfumery, photographs, pictures, price lists, silk and velvet, sta
tionery, table linen, telescopes, tops, watches. 

10. The following table shows the number of Parcels despatched to 

and from the various ports of China, all the rest were to and from 
Hongkoug :-

Outn·a.•d Pm·e~ls. l n111a1·d Parcds. 

Shanghai, ... ... . ..... .. . 99 192 
Hoihow, .. .. . ... .. ... . . .. ... ... 
Canton, . .... . ......... . .. 29 22 

~{acao, .... .. ........ ..... . ... ... 
Swatow, ... ..... .. .. ..... . 8 3 

Amoy, .... ... . ... ... ... .. . 15 11 . 
15 7 Foochow, ... . ... ....... . . 

Ningpo, ..... ... . . .. .. .. .. 6 8 

Hankow, ... ....... ....... . 10 11 

H. M . Fleet, .... ... .. .. . .. . 26 
-- --

Total, .. .... ... .. 182 280 
==- ~ 

11. This opportunity may perhaps be taken of explaining that a parcel 

for China can be posted at any Post Office in the United Kingdom, at the 

rate of lOd. a lb, and. that it will be conveyed under Registration to, and 

delivered free at any of the Ports named in the last paragraph, or that it can 

be forwarded, at the sender's risk, to any other place in China to which 
there is communication. 

' ' 

~--------------~------------------------------~- ~~------------------------------------------------J 
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12. It is already evident that the inwa1·d Parcel system will lead to a 

number of those false alarms about losses which are always being raised 

from time to time about every kind of correspondence. The Parcel mail 

leaves };ondon only fortnightly, and even then comes out by way of Oibl'altar. 

It is quite possible therefore that a letter may arrive here nearly thr_ee 

weeks before a parcel posted about the same time. The addressee> meanwhile 

is convinced his parcel is lost. Except however by some ca.sualty, such as 

fire or shipwreck, there is no probability that any parcel will be lost. 

13. The Money Order extensio~s and the P<trcel Post system reviewed 

above have of course added very considerably to the work of this De

partment. On the other hand a proposal has been submitted to the 

Imperial Post Office to lighten that work by the abolition of the present 

complic.'l.ted system of accounts kept between this Office and London. The 

Postal Union regulations have practically swept away all Postal Accounts 

with other countries, but the old-fashioned system of accounts with London 

has been retained. It has been pointed out that the cliffe1·ence between the 

total balances for one year and another, even taking extreme cases, does not 

amount to .£150, and that it would be cheaper for the Colony to pay that 
sum annually than to keep elaborate accounts of a charge of twopence-half

penny on this letter and sixpence on that. The question will, it is hoped, 

be settled by the entire adoption of Union principles between the two offices. 

14. The series of Postage Stamps in use has been re-arranged so as t<T 

consist entit·ely of decimal values. The desirability of· having only one 

issue of Stamps for both Postal and Revenue purposes has not been lost 

sight of, but certain difficulties must be overcome before this can be 

brought about. 

M L the Senior clerk in this Office, retired on pension 15. r. EI&U., 

after thirty-two years good service. Mr. HuTcnxsoN, Acting Assistant 

Postmaster General, obtained an appointment in Corea before the return 
from leave of absence of Mr. T&A.VERS, whom he had replaced, and the 

Department was again left without Assistant. !t is itnpossible to speak too 

highly of the way in which the work was carried on during the interim by 

Messrs. R ocHA. and MA.CHA.DO, who were entruflt.ed with the duty of 

supervising the routine of the service. During this time a period of In
ternational Statistics occurred (the month of May) the complicated details 

of which were dealt with satisfactorily. 

~ . 
• 

• 

~L------------------------------------------

• 

l !);) J 

16. An International Congress assembled at Lisbon in F ebruary la,st 

for the purpose of revising, extending and perfectin g what a1·e now practi

cally the postal arrangements of the world. It is impossible to lay down 

the two ponder'ous volumes which record the proceedings of this conference, 

or el'en the revised Convention which formed its principal work, without a 

feeling of disappointment. Regulations are left that would have been 
hetter abolished, whilst, of the few changes that have been made, some are 

of questionable nt,ili ty . The entry of the Australian and South African 

Colonies into the Union seems little nearer than it was five years ago. The 

vexatious and needless distinction between Printed and Commercial Papers 

is retained, as is a fl:ivolous regulation for a compulsory exchange of speci

men Post<tge Stamps. The period of Statistics has been made to recur 

every tLree instead of two years, and this is n. real boon. Moreover the 

rational system of mult.iplica.tion advocateJ from the first by this Office 

has been adopteJ . 'l'he results of 28 days' observations are to be multiplied 

by 13, instead of multiplying a month's totals by 12. When five mails 

leave within the month it is obvious that on the lat.ter system this Colony 

would pay a~ for sixty nmils in the year, whereas there are hut fifty-two. 

17. The fee for Registry of Local correspondence has been redueed to 

5 cents, which, at present rates of exchange, is the same u.s the fee of 2d. 

charged at home for Registration. It is hoped that this increased facility 

will tend to check the habit of forwardiJ1g bank notes in unregistered letters. 

Some years ago the P ost<tl system of the United Kingdo~n was seriously 

deranged on account of the thousands of 1etters which arrived in Londo~ 
every morning containi ng Postage Stamps. People advertised, Send 
thirteen stamps for this; Send five shillings' worth of stamps for that. A 

sorter or postman who stole a bundle of letters a t random was certain to 

find several of them containing stamps. This Office has had to struggle 

h<trd not to suffer in the same way from the persistence with which residents 

at the Ports, chiefly Canton and Swatow, will, in spite of all remonstrances, 

pay their small bills here by means of bank notes sent in unreO"istere1l 
0 

covers. Chinese do not steal Lmudles of letters at haphazard, they select 

t hose that feel tempting, and unfortunat-ely it is not only or even chiefly 

the people that enclose bank notes in letters who suffer, the correspondence 

of others is taken. At one time it seemed to be rapidly becoming the rule 

that even a sample of calico or cloth put into a letter m;uked it for imme
di[L( c theft. 
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I 
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18. The whole work of a Post Office is organised on the supposition 

that ordinary letters will contain nothing of intrinsic or immediately con· 
vertible value. If it were certain that every letter would cont<tin a bank 

note, each letLe1· as posted would have to be entere(l on a list, and te be 

recorded throughout its entire transit, just as a r egistered article is. The 

number of officers employed would grow to that of a standing army. If 

therefore a portion of the public will persist in throwing on the Po<>t 
·Office a responsibility which it notifies on every opportunity its organisation 

does not enable it to accept, they must be left to take the consequences. 

19. An endeavour has been made to establish three regular deliveries, 

at 9, 12, and 3. As steamers arrive here at any hours, a systenl of th is 

l{ind cannot be carried out very strictly, at least without a greatly increaseu 

:s~aff, but it <tnswers fairly well for the slacker days when no contract mails 

arrive. It is unfortunate that, as a general rule, the postmen have to le<tve 

for their afternoon rounds before the Canton steamer is in. They are not 
back till late, and the half-dozen letters from Canton may not be distri

buted till after dark. It i~ rea.lly impossible to make the whole arrange

ments of the Office depend on this tiny handfuL of correspondence. Those 

who may have felt aggrieved about Canton letters will perhaps accept this 

explanation. During the war the inconvenience was particularly marked, 

as it was never known whether the steamer was to be expected or not. 

20. The Franco-chinese war was not a happy period in Postal matters. 

The regular packet service to Shanghai was suspended, the mails being 

carried by private ships which often started after a very short interval. 

On one occasion the Shanghai mail. had to be sent up unsorted. Correspon

dence for F ormosa was forwarded with difficulty, and for considerable 

periods not at all. P akhoi suffered from the same difficulties, but only for 

a short while. The alarm of a blockade was raised at Swatow, and an·an
gements were in readiness to transport the mails overlaml. Fortunately 

they were not callecl into requisition. Ningpo was blokadeil during several 

weeks. 

21. The French packets now call at Kobe both on their upward and 

<lownward passages, which much simplifies the conveyance of mails to that 
Port. The mails for J apan were sent on with fair regularity throughout 

the year, no serious detention for want of connecting steamers ha.ving 

taken pla~.:c. 
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22. The att.cut,ion of both the British and French P ost Offices has 
been called to the inconvenience cause(l by the En~lt'sh d F h · . • " b an renc ma1ls 
arnvmg, as they din during all the first half of the yea. 1 t t h Th . I, a mos oget er. 

e remedy lay m the hands of the French Post Office A th t · . · s e represen-
abon .to 1t was made by its own Agehts, not by this office, it is not known 

w~at view has been taken of the subject, but the evil has for the r.esent 
lhsappeared. P 

. 23. Perhaps a more serio~s inconvenience to the community is the 
ft equeut ueparture of the Amerwan mail on the same day as th ·1 f E Th. . ' ' e ma1 or 

m·ope. 1s 1s a most unfortunate arrangement, and one that ~urely 
cannot be absolutely necessary. In the Post Offi 't . 1 
t 

. . ce 1 s 1esu ts are very 
rJ'lllO' 'fh d h ,. . e veran a s and the windows are blocked up with Chinese 
~urcha~mg stamps and posting their letters, Europeans find it almost 

~mpossible t~ get what t hey want, and, two days' work being compressed 
mto one, neJther mail can be despatched with the d .. bl esna e care and 
accuracy. 

24. The trans-Pacific steamers ceased for some weeks to b . "l 
ft·om San Francisco. T rmg mal s . he effect on the outwn.rd mails to that port was 
very marked; as far as the Chinese community is concerned correspon-
dence almost ceased to be I>Osted It wo ld t b · . · u seem o e certam that 
?hmese hav~ again uiscovered some way of smuggling their correspondence 

l.nto the U mted States, or else the vigilance of Customs Officers has been 

Ielaxed. The outward mails for San Francisco are nothing like what th 
were a year ago. No doubt the same numbt!r of letters are sent hut they 
are sent otherwise than through the Post Offi e Th · d ' . ey . c · e mwar ma1ls from 
San Fmnc~sco are n.t present being brought by the steamers of the 0. & 0 . 
Co. only, the P acific Mail steamer not bringing any. 

I have the honour to be 
' 

Your obedient Servant, 

ALFRED LISTER, 
Pwtma.<fr•r Gcno·al. 

The H onourable Fn.EDERICK STEWA.RT, LL.D., 
Al'ling OJ/onial &-crdo.ry. 

~·c., 

!I 



I 

' 

I 

I 

l 

THE HARBOUR MASTER'S HEPOR'I'. 

HARBOUR DEPARTMEN'f j 

HoNGKONG, 29th JamtCM'y, 1886. 

Sm,-1 have the honour to forward the Anuual Returns 

Department for the year ending the 31st December, 1885. 

SHIPPING. 

of this 

2. There has been an increase undet this heading over the previous 

t . a in the ago-reo-ate to 339 vessels, representing 496,700 tons ; year amoun 1n, " o' 

this is shown by the following Table:-

Sailing T ons. 
Vessels. Tons. Steamers. Tons. Junks. Years. 

----------------------------
l fl84, ..... . 
1885, ..... . 

23,473 
23,67 4 

1,687,594 
1,797,222 

2,976 
3,084 

3,259,2H4 
H,632,051 

314 
344 

220,403 
234,658 

---------------------------
Increa~e, ... 201 109,628 108 372,817 30 14,255 

3. There has been a slight decrease in the total number of vessels and 

U "t d K' dom thouo-h there h·ts the amount of tonnage arriving from m e mg ' " • 
been an increase of British vessels under this heading. 

i 
I Foreign. 

- ------
Total. 

Years. \

1 
-----::_s_e_Is_. _T_o_ns_. _ _ '_r e_ss_e_ls_. _T_o_ns_. __ v_e_ss-·e-ls_. _T_o:_ 

1884, 148 213,617 42 52,937 190 266,554 
···· ········ 

1885, 155 223,398 26 33,351 181 256,'749 
············ 

-----------------------
Increase, ... ...... 7 9,781 ... ... ... 

-
::==1~-- 9 ... 16 19,586 9,805 

• 

• 

• 
• 
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4. In the · following Table, the total amount of tonnage arriving from 

Ports other than United Kingdom is compared for the two years 1884 and 
1885. . 

1885. I Increase.:Decreasc. 1884. 

Ports. 

Tons. Tons. I Ton~. I Toua . 

Australia and New Zealand, .. . 
British Columbia, ................ . . 
British North America, ........ . 
British North Borneo, ..... . .... .. 
Cape of Good Hope, ............ . 
Coast of China and Formosa, .. . 
Cochin China, ............ .... .... . 
Continent of Europe, . .......... .. 
India and Singapore, ... ......... . 
Japan, .. ... .... . ................... . 
Java and other Islands in the} 

Indian Archipelago, ....... .. 
1.<Iacao, ............ .. ............. .. . 
~1nuritius, ......................... .. 
North J>acific, ........... ........ .. 
}>hilippine Islands, ............. .. 
Ports in Hainan, and the Gulf } 

of Tonquin, ................ .. 
Puget Sound, ........ .......... . .. 
Russia in A~ia, ....... ............ .. 
Sandwich hlands, .............. .. 
Siam, ............. ..... ..... .. ...... .. 
South America, ........ .... .. ...... . 
United States, . ................... . 

92,34.5 

884 
3,891 
1,418 

3,357,80;) 
170,948 
179,515 
150,670 
214,067 

23,329 

354,110 
2,013 

545 
78,748 

82,004 

1,193 
4,682 
.'i,718 

84,789 
461 

91,542 

107,347 
2,913 
3,133 
3,933 

162 
3,490,112 

259,3_0 
] 93,:582 
170,831 
233,529 

23,805 

542,982 
1,635 

351 
70,323 

98,401 

4,965 
94,559 

801 
104,498 

15,002 
2,913 
2,249 

42 

132,307 
88,372 
14,067 
20,161 
19,462 

476 

188,872. 

16,397 

9,770 
340 

12,956 

1,256 

378 
194 

8,425 

1,193 
4,682 

753 

- --------·--- ----------------
Total,......... 4,900,677 5,407,182 523,386 16,881 

Increase, .. ..................................... . 523,386 

Deduct Decrease, ........................... 16,881 

Total Inrrease, .. .. ................... . 506,.'.i0S 
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5. There was a daily average arrival (leaving out decimals) of 65 Junks 

measuring 4,924 tons, 8 Steamers measuring 9,950 tons, and 1 Sailing vessel 

of 643 tons. 

J UNKS. 

6. In arrivals and departures of J nnks compared with 1884, th(;}re is 

an increase of 371 Junks and 218,055 tons. 

STEAM-LAUNCHES. 

7. On 31st December 1885, there were '78 steam-launches with an 

approximate gross tonnage of 1,896 employed within the Harbour Limits. 

These figures include private launches owned by individuals or Firms, as 

well as the Government launches and licensed ferry boats. 

EMIGRATION. 

8. 57,51'7 Chinese Emigrants left Hongkong during the year. This is 

an increase of 6,270 on the previous year. The total number of ships em

ployed in this trade was 194, with a total tonnage of 304.068. 

9. The average number of sl1ips per week leaving with Chinese 

Emiarants was 3. 73. The gi:eatest n umber of ships in any on~ week was 

7. ;he average number of passengers in each ship was 296.47. The 

greatest number of passengers in any one ship was 1,204. 

REGISTRY OF SHIPPING. 

10. 10 vessels were registered .during the year, and 16 Certificates of" 

R egistry were cancelled. 

MARINE MAGISTRA.TE•s CouRT. 

11. 111 Cases were beard in the Marine Magistrate's Court. R efusal 

of duty and as~ault being the chief Offences. 

0 
,. 

,, ' 
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ExAMINATIONS FOR THE PosTs OF 1\<fASTERs, MATES, AND EN

GINEERS UNDER SECTION 15 OF ORDINANCE 8 OF 1879. 

12. The following Table will show the number of Candidates who 
passed, and who failed in obtaining Certificates of Competency. 

Ra~K. PASSED. FAILED. 

-----------------------------------l--------1--------
]\fasters, ........ . . ..... .. .... ......... ........... .... ........ 10 
First ~fa tes, ......... ........ . ..... .... .... .. ...... .. . ...... 10 
Only 1\1ate~, · ...... ... ... .. . .. .. .. .... ........... ........ .. .. 3 
Second 1\1ates, .. .... ..... .... .. .. .. ...... . ........ ......... 10 

Fin;t Class Engineers, .. ..... .............. ......... ..... . 
t:>ecoud Class Engineers, .... , ................ •oo 00 ..... 00 

33 

22 
20 

42 

7 
4 

1 

1~ 

3 
5 

8 

MaRINE CouRTs, UNDER SECTION 13 OF ORDINANCE 8 oF 18'79. 

13. The following Courts have been held. during the year :-

] . On the .2nd Mar ch, 1885,-Inq~iry as to the loss of the British 

Steam-ship Castello, Official No. '7'7,042 of London, on Flat 

I sland, in the Tathong Channel near Hongkong, on the 16th 

February, 1885. 'l'he Master's (JoHN EDWIN CHANDLER) 

Certificate of Competency was suspended for six months. 

2. On the 22nd April, 1885,-Inquiry into certain .charges of 

Drunkenness and Refusal of Duty which JosEPH JoHN LEE, 

Master of the British Steam-ship De Bay, Official No. 82,900 

of London, preferred against WILLIAM CowENs, First Engi

neer and HENRY CRAVEN, Second Engineer of the said ship. 

The Certificate of Competency of WILLIA.M CowENs was 

suspended for six months and that of HENRY CRAVEN was 
suspended for three months. 

• • 
• 
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3. On the lltb June, 1885,-Inquiry into certain charges of In

solence, Insubordination and Misconduct preferred against 
WILLIAM DICK, First Engineer of the British Steam-ship 

Welcombe, Official No. 89,524 of London, by WILLIAM REGI
NALD CoRFIELD, the Master of said ship. The Certificate of 

Competency of Wn"LIAM DICK, was suspended for three 

months. 

4. On the 25Lh June, 1885,-Inquiry as to the stranding of the

British Steam-ship, Zaflro, Official No. 88,829 of Hongkong, 

on Simplicia Rock, Rees Island, on the 5th April, 1885. The 
Master's (RoBERT TALBOT) Certificate of Competency was 

returned to him. 

b. On the 17th July, 1885,- Inquiry as to the stranding of the 

British Steam-ship Welcombe, Official No. 89,524 of London, 
on a rock near Fisher Islands, Pescadores, on the lst May, 

1885. The Master's (WrLLIAM REGINALD Co:&FIELD) Certi~ 

ficate of Competency was returned to him .. 

6. On the 12th November, 1885,-Inquiry into the assassination 
of WrLLIAM CATHERALL SYDER, the Master, and plundering 

by Pirates, of the British Steam-ship GrfflJMU1~d, Official 

No. 81,647 of London, while on a voyage from Hongkong to 
Hoihow, on the 17th October, 1885. No blame was attributa, 

ble to any of the Officers of the ship. 

SEAMEN. 

14. 8,328 Seamen were shipped at the Shipping Office dnring the 

year, and 8,910 discharged.-! have, &c., 

R. MURRAY RUMSEY, Ret. Corn., R.N. , 

The Honom-able F. STEWART, LL.D., 

Acting Colm~ial Sec•·etary. 

~·c., <5·c., ~'c. 
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