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RULES AND REGULATIONS,

— T

* L That (he Society he styled Tnk Hoxekoxs Gexeral CHAMBER
or COMMERCE,

L]

IL. That the object of the Chamber shall he to watch over and protect
the general interests of Cominercee, to collect information ou all matters of
interegt to the Mercantile Community, and to use every means within its
powte for the vemoval of evils, the redress of grievances, and the promotion
of the common good; to commmnieate with Anthorities and others therenpon;
to form a cude of practice, whereby the transaction of business may be
simplified and facilitated ; to receive reforences, aud to arbitrate hetween
disputants—the decisions in such reference to he recorded for fnture guidance.

IIf, That all Mercantile Firms and persons engaged or interested i the
Trade of China shall bo eligible for admission as Members in the mauner
hereafter deseribed, and on payment of $50 for Firns, and $15 for single
individuals for the enrrent vear, and a like Annual Subscription, pavable in
advance on st Jannary.

[V, That candidates for adinission proposed by one Member and seconded
by ansther shall be elected at the vearly Mesting by a majority of votes of
the Members then present, or in the interval, by the Combnittee, subject 1o
confirmation at the next ensuing General Meeting.

V. That voting by Proxy, or by Members whose Subscriptions are in
arrear, be not allowed, and that not more than one Member of the =ame Firm
be allowed to vote on the same oceasion.

VI. That in the absence from the Celony of all the Pactners in 2 Firm,
theiv Representative by Power of Attorney shall he entitled to vote.

. "tI. That any Member may be expelled from the Chamber on the

propesition of the Committee communieated to all the Members, and consi-
dered i a (reneral Meeting, provided that not fewer than two-thirds of those
preseit vote for the expulsion.

VIII. That any number of Members nor less than 10 shall be held to
constitute & Greneral Meeting called in conformity with the rules of the
Chamber, whether yearly or special.

IX. That the Bnsiness and I'nnds of the Chamber be managed by a
Comitiee of Nine Members, cousisting of Chainnay, Viee-Chairman and
Seven Members, to be clected annually, at the yéarly General Mecting of
the Chamber  Four to form a quornm, and the Chairman in case of cquality

to Linve the casting vote in addition to his own,

N That the Coinmittee shall meet at least once a mouth, on sueh day
as may be fixed for the transaction of business, aud at other times when
snmmened by the Chairman, or in hig absence by the Vice-Chairman,  The
procoedings to be laid on the table for the inspection of Members, subject to
such regulations as the Committee may deem expedient. In cases of the
non-attendance of the Chairman or Viee-Chairinan, a Cliairman to be cliogen
by the Members present.
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XI. That in case of a vacancy in the Committee, it shall e filled up
pro tempore by the Committec until the next (eneral Meeting: and that
they have the power to appoint a Snb-Committee from their own number for
any purpose whatever,

XII. That a paid Secrctary he elected by the Committee, suel eleetion
to he snbjeet to confirmation at the noxt cusving Geueral Meeting.

- L)

NIIL ‘That the Anunal General Meeting of the Chamber shall be _l)el(l
in the month of Febrnary (or ax soon thereafter as nay be found conveuicnt)
of cach vear; and that Special Meetings shall e called by the Chairman, or
in his absence by the Vice-Chairman, on the requizition of any Fl\'c_: I\Io,l.n-‘hcrs
of the Chamber, to be held within ten days subsequent to the receipt of such
requisition,

XIV. Tbat all importaut questions affecting the Trade of the Port. and
its Loliticul or Commercial relations with the Ewpire of Chiua or with other
States, may be diseussed at the Yearly General Mecting or Special General
Meeting for that purpose convened, in the mimer provided for by Rule XTI

X V. That the Committee be empowered to trame By-laws=, which shall
at once come into foree, hut must be presented for econfirmation at the uexe
cusuing Geueral Meoting of the Chamber; awd beiug so confirmed. <hall be
cqualty binding with these Rules upon all Members,

XVI. That the FFunds of the Chamber zhatl be paid into one of the
Banks under an account to be opened hy the Committee, and that all Chegues
shall be signed by the Seeretary to the Chaumber, conntersigned by the
Chairman or Viee-Chairman, or in their absence by one of the Committees:
that all disbursement= <hall be sanetioied by the Committee at their ovdinary
AMeetings, and that au aceonnt shall be andited by two Members of the
Chamber aud laid before the veurly (eneral Meeting.

XVIIL. That a vearly Report of the procecdiugs, be prepared, aud, after
being approved at a General Mecting, printed and circulated.

X VIIL “That the above Rulex be added to or altered enly by a majority
of the Members of the Chamber present at a General Meeting. ten days
notice having heen given of the proposed alteration.

XIX. That the feregoing Rules be printed, and au authenticated copy,

subscribed by each Member on adinission, be kept s pait of the records of the
Chamber.

B LA

L The Office shall be open daily from Noon to i o’clock r.m., when
the Sceretary shall bhe in attendanee, aud ready to commnnicate with any
Member requiring information or aceess to the Reeords of the Chamlber.

g

o
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II. The Secretary shall attend all Meetings (including those of the
Arbitration Committee, if required), keep a journal of all proceedings, take
charge of all documents, keep the accounts of tlie Chamler, collect Statistics,
preparc Statements of Trade, conduct and keep copiex of corzespoudence, and
attend to such other dnties as may be required by the Committee.

11I. All Communications shall be received and answered through the
Chairman, Vice-Chairman, or Secretary.

IW. No documents belongiug to the Chamber shall be removed during
Office hours, nor shall any mmute of its proceedings he made public without
an order of the Committee.

» Y. Notice of any proposition or business to be laid before the yearly
General Meeting, or any Special Mecting, shall be given to the Secretary at
least forty-eight hours before the Meeting, who, in the circular calling such
Meeting, will state the business or proposition, and by whom to be brought
forward.

VI. The means to provide a suitable Establishment, and to defray ex-
penses iu addition to the Snbscriptions fixed by Rule 3, shall be raised in the
following manner:—By the salc of Statements of Trade, by fees on Arbitra-
tion and References, by fees for certified copies of ihe Records awl other
Docmnents i the Archives of the Chamber, and by voluntary gifts and con-
tributious either in money, maps, hooks, or anyvthing which may be useful to
the Institntion.

VII. The Committec shall appoint every vear tive from their number,
three of whom in regular succession shatl be the Acting Committee, to decide
on all cases submitted to the Arbitration of the Chamber, whose fnuctions
shall continue so long as any bnsiness hrought before them during their period
of service is undecided.

VIII. The Members of the Arbitration Comwittee shall be entitled to a
Fee of not less than $3, aud not more than 20 each, and the Chamber to a
Fee (in addition) of not less that $10, and not more than $100, on every case
submitted to the arbitration of the Chamber. 'The amount to be regulated by
the Arbitration Committee, according to the impartance of the case and the
time oceupied therein, subject to an appeal to the General Committee, whose
decision on the amount shall be final.

IX. The Disputants in an Arbitration case shall be held to guarantee
the fees jointly and severally to the Chamber.

"X. The Arbitration Committee shall appoint its own Chairman and
confine its functions to cases wheu its intervention or advice is requested, and
ou i10 oceasion shall it proceed with any case unless all the parties sithseribe
2 Boud making the award a Rule of the Supreme Court. Printed forns ot
snch Bouds legally prepared, shall be kept for the information of Members
who may have occasion to resort to the Chamber for Arbitration: and the

‘ommittee shall not arbitrate upon, nor take any cognizance of, any dispnte
whateter, unless one of the parties interested therein be a Member of the
Chamber.

. XI, That in the event of any question as to the constrnction or applica-
tam of these By-Laws, the General Committee shall have power to decide
the same, submitting the matter to the next General Meeting of the Chamber
for its final decision.
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SCALE OF COMMISSIONS AND BROKERAGES

adopted by the Honghony General Chamber of Commerce,
at the. half-yearly Meeting held on April 30th, 1872.

COMMISSIONS.

Purchasiug or selling ‘Tea, Raw Silk, and Cotton, ............. SENDEITEEI AN

5 any of above, if as returns for Goods sold,............ 24 x

5 or selling Opinm, .....oooeeiini, e SN 2 5 "

A or selling all other Goods and I’roduce, Slnps]

and Real 1Y o B Ao x0B00000b06) j b

o and selling Shares or Stocks, . ..........cc.oils oiopon!] T
Inspecting Tea or Silk, .................. S T Bt B ko 1 %
Guaranteeing Sales, ......ocoeveiuiiiiieieinieiiiieenenseetrisarens 2L

- Remittances, ......... e e Se e ot el SR Ad o
Drawing or endorsing Bills of I“cclmnoe .......... e PEY e o 1 -

. or negociating Bills of ch]l‘lllae without recourse,. % 5
Purchasiug or realisiug Bullion or Bills of LExchange, ......... & o
Rewitting the Proceeds of Bnllion or Bills of IExchange,...... {2_,- =
Paying and receiving Money in Current Account, . ....v..enen. 1 =

»»  Ship’s Disbursements, «o.ocveveeenene. IR .- 2 T
CalllsainyE 1M reiEN i o nsmnoseddromaittagbredtnaciaardBaiaioadbbtdom 24 -
Obtaining Freight or Charter, ........ o oG PR B b ¢ o5 o

OF and collecting same Freight,...6 i

Ad]ustmg Insmance Claims on Amount Recm @HEllBa0omeocs 2% 5
Effecting Insurance, on the Insured Amount, .......oovuvneen.e. i
Prosecutino or defending successfully Claims, either at Law | 5

or by Albltmtlon ........................ ceusrssusansaonanes ¥
Prosecuting or defcndmo nnsuccc~sful]y, 200G0 00086560 soomooeerod Y )
Managing I‘smtes and collectmo IR 00000000066 0060000 60000000 5 -
Transllipping and forwarding Jewellery, and Bullion, ......... o
Forwarding or transhipping Cargo, ...ccocevveeeiiiiiiiiiiiinn.n. 1 ”
‘Transhipping or forwarding Opium, .....cccveieieiiiiiia... $‘7 per chest.
Goods withdrawn or re-shipped, «.oooiveniiiiiiiiiiinn i, 4 Comnmission.
(v JLGFiems it (OIEIRE, cao pnaniomn0ncosenaaan 000 0sioaasai0: 1 per cent.
IFor doing ship’s business when no inward or outward Com- | 20 cents per

T TSSO NCTT) CUMPIINLl, ot s sioitseles s sale aitls TR T oon § Register ton.

‘The conversion into Hongkong cwrrency of sterling freight inward to Hong-
kong, payable in Hongkong, shall, unless otherwise stipnlated, be made
at the rate for Bank Bills on London payable on demand; and the rate
ruling at the close of a mail shall be the rate applicable to such purpose
du®ing the subsequent week.

BROKERAGES.
160l apd! ISWIBRGTT,, ¢ sgosoocanateoracoadacootodtonn per cent. Payable by Seller.
Produce & General Merchandlse, o i . % s
Fire Arms, ..... S g0hEDGD 0B B BOOOBOGKD oo X ] A B o
For negociating and completmo Charters 1 by Shi
and procuring Freight, ....c.cc...u..0. % i3 y p-

Shares } per cent. on the “amount of
meney changing hands in the trans- - Payable by hoth sides.
ACHIOM, s1vvpestostnoasetaccencsssassonsoen,

-

MINUTES of the Yearly General Meeting of the HoNgkoNG
GENERAL CHAMBER oF COMMERCE, held on the 20th March,
* 1890, for the purpose of receiving the Report of the Committee

qnd passing the Secretary's Accounts for the year ending 81st
December, 1889.

Prosent :—

The Honourable P. Ryrie (Chairman), Honourable A. P. MAcEWEN,
Honourable J. J. Keswick, Messrs. B. Lavron, L. Porsneerer, H.
Horpivs, R. M. Gray, W. H. Forgzs, J.J. Francis, Q.C., E. MACKINTOSH,
C. J. Hirst, S1. C. MicraELsEN, H. W. Dick, G. E. NosrLe, G. de
CHAaMPEAUX, G. S. Coxon, T. WHITEHEAD, and F. HENDERSON (Secretary).

THE MINUTES.

The SecrETARY having read the notice convening the meeting.

The CrAIRMAN proposed the minutes of the last meeting be confirmed.
It has not been the custom to read these minutes. There is a cbpy here
which has been taken from a faithful report and I presume you will -
sanction them.

Mr. Hoppius seconded.

The motion was carried.

The CrarRMAN—Messrs. HEwErT & Co. have joined the Chamber and
their election requires your confirmation.

Mr. Layron proposed that the election be confirmed.

Mr. MicEAELSEN seconded, and the motion was carried unanimously.

Honourable A, P. MacEwkxn proposed Mr. G. STEWART as a membey.

Mr. NosLE seconded and Mr. STEwarT was elected.

On the motion of Honourable A. P. MacEwEen seconded by Mr. Gray,
Mr. W. (. Brobik was elected a member.

The CrarrmaN—Gentlemen, I have now to lay the report of the
Committee before you. As you are well awareit has been published in the
newspapers some time ago so that everyone has had an opportunity
of forming an opinion upon it and whether auy additions or alterations

,should be made. Ifany gentleman present has any alteration or addition

fo suggest the time has now come to do so. The report has already been
published, but of course it is not finally passed until the opinion of the
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members is taken upon it. The matters which your Committee have dealt
with this year Lave not been so numerous as those in previous years.
However; such as they have been, I think I can say your Committee have
devoted every attention to them. I will now just go over shortly the
different matters which Lave occupied the attention of the Chamber during
the year. Statusand Privilegesof Men-of-war granted to Subsidised Fareig,g
Mail Steamers at Bittish Colonial Ports.—You will see by thereport thas these
terminate on the 30th April nezt. I think if the matter had beeun duly
considered, the status and privileges of men-of-war would never have heen
granted to these ships, or if granted they would have been granted in a
modified form. But somehow or other this small Ordinance has been
brought bLefore the Council every year—I don’t think the Ordinance is
more than ten Jines—and pussed. The matter was never brought before
the Chamber of Commerce till within the last few years. How injurious
these powers might become in their exercise has apparently now bheen
considered and when the German mail steamers got their privilege, it was
accompanied by a rider from the Secretary of State, which pledged them
not to interfere with the powers or the laws of this Colony in any way.
This shows that the Government at home have begun to think that perhaps
they have made a mistake in giving the full powers and privileges of a
man-of-war to mail stcamers. Now that they have looked further into the
matter, and seen how detrimental the granting of these privileges may
prove, and in consequence of the line nearly all the Chambers of Commerce
took on the matter, they are to be withdrawn. Probably if the Government
had thought what the consequences of the granting of these privileges
would be, only a portion of the privileges of men-of-war would have been
eonferred. There cau be no question that those who suggested the Ordi-
nance at home and the Officials of this Colony who drafted it and put it
before the Council, did not consider what large powers they were giving to
these steamers. Survey of the Coast of China.—This matter was dealt with
in our previous report. With regard to it I am now informed by the
Admiral that the subject has been re-considered, and I supposc Imperial
interests now are not so much affected by stationing one of Her Majesty’s
vessels on the coast of China as they were before. Not only do I hear that
one ship is to e stationed on the coast but another is to be sent out,
so that it evidently seems that the authorities now think that it isan
advantage to keep up the survey of the coast, Pinnacle Rock Fund.—This

has certainly lbeen rather a disappointing matter after the exertions made
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in getting the fund together. As you will see, what has been done has been
duly appreciated by the Hydrographic Department at Whitehall. Fees to
Special Jurors.—This has been a vexed guestion for a long time, and I am
bound to say that I donot think that the Governor, when he replied as he
did to the Chamber, took the matter fully into his consideration. The
C'hief Justice in his report is against it. I think it a pity that the powers
that hesclid not accede to the request of this Chamber. Non- Fulfilment of
Oontracts.—This has occupied the attention of the Chamber a great deal,
hut if is evidently surrounded by so many difficulties that for the present
nothing canbe done with regard to it. Stmun- Warnings.—The insufliciency
of storm-warnings has occupied the attention of the Executive, and a
Commission has the matter now in hand. There is no doubt the present
system is very unsatisfactory, but I think now we may look to everything
being put right with regard to this matter. Revision of the Chinese Emigra-
tion Act—This I think is a very serious matter. The complaints of owners
and agents of stcamers have been numerous with regard to this Act, and
until there is & radical change in the way emigration business is carried on
in this Colony there wilt Le grievances. This (*hamber has represented
the matter to the Government and has suggested the establishment of an
emigration department distinet from the Harbour Master’s office, which
would be a very great improvement. I think we are all of opinion that
the way in which emigration is carried on now is very unsatisfactory. I do
not say that the Harbour Master’s Department have been remiss in their
duties, but I do think that sufficient attention to detail has not been given,
and that stcamships should not be hampered iu any way by their regulations.
An intelligent gentleman who will devote his entire attention to the Emi-
gration Department is much needed. Sundey Observance in the Harbour.—
This matter has been before us for some time and now the Secretary of
State has taken it up. The Secretary of State may be a very powerful
Official, but I am afraid he will have to introduce drastic measures with
regard to this matter to make them of any avail in Honglkong. Direct
Cable Conumunication between Honghong and Singepore.—This is not the firsb
time that this matter has been boefore the Chamber. We have a gentleman
present who has taken deep interest in it from time to time, and perhaps
he ma?y have something mcre to say about it. Captain’s Lien for Disburse-
ments in Priovity to Mortgagees.—-This isa matter in which a decision has been
recently come to at home, and we can only hope that in this Colony we

may not Nave many cases of the kind. Opium Smuggling on board the River
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Steamers to Canton.—Here again is a very important matter, but so far no
progress has been made with it. An Ordinance was promised months ago,
which was to meet the objections raised as to the carrying out of the
present Ordinance, with regarc to the searching of vessels and the persons
of people of respectable character. I do not know what are the reasons for
the delay in bringing it forward. I have spoken over and over again to
the late Acting Attorney General and his reply was that there werewertain
matters which made the delay necessary in regard to the promised Ordinance.
Rates of Postage between England and the Bast.—This is another important
matter. Mr. Hennixker HeatoN has commuuicated with our 1'espeéte(]
Secretary, and I think the matter should receive the attention of the powers
athome. Itseems to me absurd that the rates by the French and German
steamers should be just one half of those by the English steamers. The
reduction of these rates is, I think, a matter wo should advocate and we
may be sure of getting the assistance of Mr. Hennixker Hearon. The
China Association.—This hasonly been formed a very short time, nt there
is no doubt that it will prove a very useful association I think. I think as
the subscription is very small, some subscription shouid come from this
Colony. Light on the Gep Rock.—-This is a subject which one of the
members present has interested himself in a good deal. That the Gap
Rock is the proper place for the lizht to be on is, I think, the opinion of
everybody except Sir RoBerT HART's Inspector of light houses. Thismatter
was first broached by one of the Admirals at a dinner given to Sir RicEaRD
MacoonnELL but unfortunately a report of that dinner neversaw thelight,

by some mistake of the Committee, otherwise, no doubt, this light on the -

Gap Rock would have engaged the attentien of this Chamber at a much
earlier date than it did. ILicensing Share Brekers.—-This is another matter
of great importance to a number of gentlemen in this Colony engaged in
share-brokiug, and they are desirous that it should be dealt with. Then
comes in the question as to the rules and regulations. Sowe are of opinion
that t he Government should malke these. Ve are not of that opinion, and
we suggest that the brolers should sclve the matter by forming themselves
into an association. I am informed that after seeing this report they have
again become active in the matter, and purpose waiting on the Government
with a view of learning what is the hest course for them to adopt. There
is no doubt they could frame their owu regulations and get means to en-

force them, though there might be difficulties on account of the different

nationalities of the brokers and other matters. Alleged Confemplated Conven-
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tion between the Telegraph Companies and the Chinese Government.— This is a
matter which, as you are aware,not only this Chamber but the Shanghai
Chamber aud other ©hawbers have taken great interest in. At one time
we hear that the convention has been ratified, at another that it has not
een ratified.  From the information this Chamber has in its possession
there is no doubt that so far it has not been ratified. A conference has
been ajipointed to take place in Paris in May, when the matter will be
brought up by the repvesentatives of the cable companies. Let us hope
that gny conveuntion which will tend to keep up the high tariff here will be
strongly oppoesed hy the entire community. I do not think there is any-
thing else for me to remark ou and I now propose that this meeting do
adopt the report furnishe:dl by their Cowmmittee and the accounts attached
thereto.

Mr. PoessecxeEr scconded.

Carried unanimously.

The Casirman—I omitted to ask, before putting the resolutiou to
the meeting, whether any gentleman had any remarks to malke, but it is
not too late now.

Honourable A. P. MacEwen-—Perhaps it may be of interest to the
Chamber of Commerce to know, in reference to the Observatory and the
storm-warnings, that the Governor appointed a Counnigsion to enquire
into the work of the Observatory. That Commission has sat and has taken
an immense amount of evidence, and I am glad to say that they have now

* completed their labours. Doubtless the result will shortly be in the hands

of the Government and of course I shall ask that the report be laid on
the table and so commmnnicated to the Chamber. It would be premature
for me to say what conclusion the Commission has come to, but I may go
so far as to say that a vast improvement will immediately be noticeable in

the working of that impoitant institution. (Applause).

The CHatrmMaN--The next business is toappoint a Committee for the
ensning year.

My, Freancis proposed that the present Committee should be re-clected.

Mr. Herrrus thought it would be desirable to have Mr. MAcEwEN on
the Committee and to do that they must appoint a new Committee.

On the motion of Mr. Kuswick a ballot was taken with the result that

the following gentlemen were elected on the Committee:—Honourable P.
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Ryrig, Honourable A. P. MacEwEeN, Honourable J. J. Keswick, Messrs.
E. MacgintosHa, W. H. ForBEs, R. M. Gray, H. Horpius, St. C. MICHAELSEN,
and G. E. NosLE.

Honourable P. Ryrie—The next business is the election of a Chairman
and Vice-Chairman.

On the motion of Honourable A. P. MacEwen, seconded by Mr.
WHITEREAD, the votes were taken by ballot, with the result that M Mac-

KINTOSH was elected Chairman and Honourable A. P. MacEwen Vice-
Chairman.

Mr. MackintosE-—Gentlemen, I thank you for the honour you have
bestowed upon me and I hope to merit your confidence.

Honourable A. P. MacEweN—I think before we separate, we should
offer a hearty vote of thanks for the great interest Mr. Ryrrm has always
taken in the Chamber dnd the work be has done forit. I am sure be will
be glad of a rest this year, and I think the Chamber is to be congratulated
on the election of Mr. MackiNTOSH as Chairman. I beg to propose a vote
of thanks to Jfr. RYrrE.

Vr. ForsEs seconded, and the vote was carried with loud applause.

The Cmarrman—I appreciate the rewarks that have fallen from Mr.
MacEwen. I do feel perhaps that a younger man than myself should be
head of the Ghamber of Commerce. I have had my day. I have worked
for many years as Chairman and Vice-Chairman of this Chamber, and as
Mr. MacEwen says I shall be glad of a little rest. I may add that I do
not think a better selection could have been made than Mr. MacCEINTOSH.

The meeting then closed.

Report of the Commiitee of the Hongroxg GENeraL CHAMBER
oF GOMMERCE, for the Year ending 31st Decenider, 1889,
presented to the Members at the Annual Meeting, held on
Thursduy, the 20th March, 1890.

The Committee beg to submit to the Chamber the following Report
of their proceedings during the period under notice.

Status and Privileges of Men-of-war granted to Subsidised
Foreign Mail Steamers at British Colonial Ports.

Her Majesty’s Secretary of State for the Colonies having intimated
that the Postal Conventions entered into between Great Britain, and
France and Germany will terminate on 30th April, 1890, the extraordinary
privileges granted to Foreign Mail Steamers in British Colonial Waters
will in consequence also terminate on that date. It is satisfactory to be
able to assume that the united action of this and other Chambers, at home
and abroad, has been mainly instrumental in bringing about this desired
change. (Appendix 4.) '

Survey of the Coast of China.

The withdrawal of H.B.M.s surveying vessel Eambler and the conse-
quent interruption to a swrvey, which had in part been very effectively
carried out, has been the subject of somewhat lengthy correspondence
between the Chamber and the Naval Authorities. In discussing the
question the Committee gave due prominence to the magnitude of the
interests involved in the trade with China, and persistently urged the
pressing necessity for an early resumption of the survey. These arguments
were met with the somewhat unsatisfactory rejoinder ¢ that it is not consi-
dered compatible with other Imperial interests that one of Her Majesty’s
Vessels should be permanently stationed on the Coast of China.”” The
Committee, however, are pleasedtolearnthat these opinions have, apparent-
15, been subsequently modified as they have been given to understand that

a surveying vessel is already under orders for the China Station. (Appen-
dices B. & C.)
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Pinnacle Rock Fund.

This fund organised by the Chamber for the purpose of rewarding

fishermen and others offering information as to the position of obstructions
to navigation along the Coast has been augmented by a further subscription
of 8250, and with the addition of interest now stands at $2,245. The
absence of a surveying vessel has prevented its application to the purposes

for which it was intended, and for the present the fund remains in abeyance. *

Though only one Pinnacle Rock was discovered through information
supplied during the latter part of the Rambler’s stay on the Coast Ler
Captain, Commander Moorx, was confident that such a system of rewards
if persevered in would prove very fruitful of good results. The Hydrogra-
phic Department at Whitehall specially marked its appreciation of the
action of the Chamber by tendering thanks for what had been done.
(Appendices B. & C.)

I'ees to Special Jurors.

The guestion of remuneration to Special Jurors has again claimed the
attention of the Committee and been the subject of further correspondence
with the Government. The proposal of a daily fee of $10, in cases prolong-
ed beyond one day, was advanced rather with the idea that it might under:
certain circumstances tend to deter litig.ants from claiming the services of
Special Jurors in unimportant cases, than that it would in all instances be
an adequate remuneration to Special Jurors. His Excellency the Governor
when replying to the Chamber regretted his inability to meet their views in
regard to fees, but stated that he had given iustructions for the preparation
of an amending Ordinance to the effect, that no Special Jury is to be sum-
moned unless the Judge is satisfied the case will probably present such
difficuities as to render a Special Jury desirable. (Appendix D.)

Non-Fulfilment of Contracts.

With the view of, if possible, finding some remedy for the present un-
satisfactory position of the Import trade as regards Contracts the Chamber
was induced to issue to Importers the annexed Circular. The existence of
the evil complained.of was freely admitted, but the Circular evoked little
or no response from Importers, nor were any remedies suggested. Under
these circumstances the Chamber has not moved further in the matter.

(Appendix E.)

Wich)

Storm-Warnings.

The desirability of the earliest publication of all available information
regarding the probable course of typhoons forming in this neighbourhood,
or at greater distances, was broaght to the notice of the Government.
The sugzgestion was very favourably entertained by His Excellency the
Governor, aud the Chamber informed that he was about taking steps to
give due publicity to all obtainable information. The working of the
Observatory in all its branches has since been referred to a Special Com-
mission at whose hands storm.warnings will no doubt receive full consider-
ration. (Appendix F)

Revision of the Chinese Emigration Act.

Papers drawn up by a Special Commission containing suggestions as
to the revision of the Chinese Emigration Act were laid before the Chamber
for the consideration of the Committee. The Committee suggested the
establishment of an Emigration Department distinet from the Harbour
Master’s Office, and a somewhat less complicated system of supervising
the shipment of emigrants, poiating out that, in their opinion, if ha.mperes
with vexatious conditions the traffic would be driven into other channels to
the detriment of the trade of Hongkong. (Appendix G.)

funday Observance in Hongkong Harbour,

The Secretary of State forr the Colonies has invited the assistance ;)f

merchants and othevs to take voluntary action for the purpose of stopping
f=]

unnecessary labour in the harbour oy Sundays. The subject has already

been brought to the notice of the Chamber, but the same difficulty is still
experienced by the Committee in suggesting any scheme admitting of ~

general and equitable application caleulated to bring about the ends aimed
at. (Appendix H.)

Direct Cable Communication between Hongkong
and Singapore.

The question of telegraphic communication with Singapore has again
been submitted to the Chamber and though the suggested connecting of a
Cable« with British North Borneo has somewhat changed the aspect of
affairs the Committee saw 1o reason to alter the opinions already expressed
which deprecated any appropriation of Colonial funds in support of a
Project the expense of which they considered ought to devolve on the
Tmperial Government, (Appendix 1.)
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Captain’s Lien for Disbursements in
Priority to Mortgagees.

A case iuvolving the above question was brought to the notice of this
Chamber Ly the London Chamber. The case, which is interesting in its
progressive stages, was that of the S. 8. Sara tried before Mr. Justice Burr
who held that the Master had a maritime lien on the vessel in priority to

p
the mortgagees, and gave judgment in his favour. Muy. Justice Bort’s -

decision was upheld by the Court of Appeal, hut when the case was after-
wards carried to the House of Lords the judgment of the Court of Afpeal
was reversed. The difficulties certain to have arisen through this decision
have subsequently been obviated by the passing of an Act on 26th August,
1889, to amend the Shipping Act of 1854. The amending Act confers upon
the Master v maritime lien for disbursements properly made by him.
(Appendix J.)
Opium Smuggling on board the River Steamers to
Canton.

The representatives of the two Steamer Companies have addressed the
Chamber ou the above subject, and the difficulties which more particularly
these two Companies labour under owing to the abuses which have arisen
out of the working of the Opium Ordinance are fully explained in the
annexed correspondence, and reports of trials. The facilities for smuggling
it gives to those for whose benefit the Ordinance was originally framed,
and the evils likely to arise from the unconditional return of all confiscated
Opium to the Farmer are also referred to. The almost nurestricted power
of search which the Ordinance confers admits of general application, and
carried owt as it often is in an arbitrary manner by persons ill-fitted to
e entrusted with such powers is becoming a menace to the integrity of
Honglkong as a perfectly free Port. Anamending Ordinance is in course
of preparation which will doubtless deal with these vexed questions.
(Appendix K

Rates of Postage between England and the East.

The matter of Postal charges has again had the attention of the Com-
mittee and has formed the subject of further correspondence with the
London and other Chambers. The reduction of rates to the East and
elsewhere finds a persistently warm advocate in Mr. J. HExnikER HEATON,
M.P., who, when recently in Hongkong, referred lo his intention of

continuing the agitation on the re-opening of Parliament. (Appendix L.)

(21)
The China Association

Was inaugurated in London this year having for its primary objects
the advancement of commercial interests in China, Honglkong, and Japan,
and as stated in the “Ohjects, Rules and Regulations,” to represent, express,
and give effect to the opinions of the British mercantile community in their
politicial and commercial relations with the Chinese and Japanese. 'To
promo{e and protect the trade, commerce, shipping, and manutactures of
the United Kingdom, India, and the Colonies with, and in, (‘hina, Hong-
kong’ and Japan. The Committee are hopeful that the Association will
become in the future a vatuable coadjutor, increasing as it will the oppor-
tunities of unity in action, in agitating questions affecting trade relations
between Great Britain and the East. (Appeadix 3L

Lig'ht on the Gap Rock.

In reply to the questiou put by the Honourable A. P. MacEwEN, the
Chamber’s Representative in Council, on [3th February last, “ What
progress is being made with the Gap Rock Light House?” the Honourable
S. Brown, Surveyor General, stated : —*“the preparation for the material
forr the tower and Light-lkeepcr’s house is progressing satisfuctorily. All
arrangements have Lcen completed (including the preparation of the
necessary plant, &e.) for cenmuencing and pushing on the work at the Gap
Rock as soon as the weather permits’”” The question of a Light House
Board was also advaunced, and in reference to which His IExccllency the
Governor remarked :-- - The matter bas come upon n:e too suddenly, and T
have therefore not couisidercd it sufficiently as yet. ‘The gentleman who
proposed it, I don’t think I need have avy hesitatlon in saying,is Mr.
MacEwEeN, and he will hardly expect me to give a final opinion ou it now.
Suffice it to say I have no a priorc objoction to it. I conceive its first
object is to see that Light House money is devoted to T.ight houses.”
{Appendix M)

Licensing Share Brokers.

The granting of Licences to Brokers is suggested iu the aunexed letter
from the Colonial Secretary, and the opinion of the Chamber asked as to
the advisability of such a course. The Committee are of opinion that a
system of licensing would be desirable but do not suggest any Government
control over share transactions, as they consider that legislative measures
could not he made applicalle to the many ramifications cf general share
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business. Though tentative effoits towards organisation have, apparently,
been so far unsuccessful the difficulty will probably Le solved by the
Brokers becoming a law unto themselves and framing vegulations on lines
similar to those in force on the London Stock Exchange. (Appeundix N.)

Alleged Contemplated Convention batween the Telegraph
Companies and the Chinese Government. :

The progress of the alleged Convention has been carefully watched by
the Committee during the past two years and at no time have their cfforts
towards offering opposition toa compact detrimental to commercial interests
generally and which has, appareutly, for its object a long monopoly and
the maintenance of a high tariff been relaxed. How far the Couterence
has been successful in accomplishing the ends aimed at is still a matter
of uncertainty, but the Committee have quite recently learned on good
authority that as vet uo Convention has been actnally ratified. (Appen-
dix 0.)

Correspondence having reference to the undernoted
Subjects is annexed hereto.
Burmo-chinese Frontier.

(Appendix £.)

Consular Invoices. °

(Appendix Q.)

Fee and Commissions on vessels under General
Average, &c.
(Appendix R.)

New Zealand Exhibition.
(Appendix S.)

Public Holidays in India,
(Appendix T.)

(23)

Legislative Council.

The Henourable A, P. MacEweN, whose leave of absence had been
extended to Novewmber, resumed his seat at the Council, which during his
absence from the Colony was occupied by Mr. B. Layron. (Appendix T.)

Committee.

The Houourable J. BeLr-Irvine and Mr. N. A. Sieps retired {rom
the Committee ou their leaving the Colony, wnd were succeeded by the
Hononrable J. J. Xeswick, and Mr. H. Horrrus.

Members.

Duwing the past year Messrs. WorTen & DEacon, and Messrs. The
Borneo Company, Limited, resigned, and the names of Messrs, STOLTERFOHT
& Hizst, and Messrs. W. HewerT & Co., have heen added to the list of
Members.

Finance.

The Accounts have been audited by Mr. H. A. HErBERT and Mr. (. F.
Rowsanp, Mr. J. Tuursurs aud Mr. E. W. RurTER having both left the
Colony.

The balance at credit of the Chamber on 3lst December amountud to
$5226.21 exclusive of £5250, on fixed deposit, and $2,245 at credit of
“Pinnacle Rock Fund,” also on fixed deposit, both amounts being in the
hands of the Hongkong and Shanghai Banking Corporation, and bhearing
interest at 5 per cent. per annum,

e ——
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. Tue Lovpox CuaMBER @ COMMERCE, INCORPORATED,
BotoLru Heusk, EASTCHEAP,
Loxvox, E.C., January 11th, 1889.

DEear Sir,—In reply to your communication, enclosing copy of a
petiti.on to Her Most Gracious Majesty the Qucen {rew the Bankers, Mer-
chants, Traders and others constituting the Hongkong Chamber of Com-
merce, I have to inform you that the memorial in question was under the
consideration of the East India and China Trade Section of this Chamber
at its Lust meeting,  Asa result of its suggestions, the London Chamber
forwarded a letter to Lord Knursrorp, Her Majesty’s Secretary of State
for the Colonies, (copy of which is enclosed) supporting the representa-
tions of your Chamber.—Yours faithfully,

KENRIC BB. MURRAY, Secretary.
T he Secretary,
GENERAL CiaMBER oF CoMMERCE, HONGKONG.

( Copy.)
Tue LonpoN CHAMBER o COMMERCE, INCORPORATED,

BotorLrH House, EAsTcHEAP,
Lonbon, I5.C., December 22nd, 1888.

My Losp,—The East India and China Trade Section of this Chamber
had, at its last meeting, under consideration, a copy of a petition of the
merchants, traders and others of the Chamber of Commerce of the British
Colony at Hongliong, urging that Her Majesty should be graciously pleased
to disallow the Ordinances passed by the Legislative Council at Honglong,
under whicl, privileges and immunities are granted to French and German
Mail steamers which British Mail steamers do not equally enjoy.

My Committee cannot but considerthat the concession of such privi-
lozes to foreign vessels, whose (Governments have no hesitation in applying
duties, bounties, and every other kind of artificial restraint and interfercnce
with the trade of this country, is hardly the best means of facilitating the
development of British trade, either at home or abroad.
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My Committee would therefore beg to support the representations of
the Houngkong Chamber of Commerce, and to respectfully urge your
Lordship, as business men long and fully acquainted with the interests of
British trade in the East, to give the fullest possible and most favomable
consideration to the above representations of the Hongkong Chamber of
Commerce.—1I have, &c.,

KENRIC B. MURRAY, Secretary.

“The Rt. Hon. Lord Knvutsrorp, G.C.M.G

" Secretary of State for the Colonies,

HoNGRONG GENERAL CuaMBER OF COMMERCE:,
Ho~eiong, 27¢th February, 1889.

Dzar Sigr,—I have the pleasure to acknowledge the receipt of your
esteemed favour of 11th January, handing copy of a letter addressed by
your Chamber to the Right Honourable Lord Kw~vursrorp, G.C.M.G.,
Secretary of State for the Colonies, having veference to the Status and
privileges granted to the subsidised Mail steamers of other nations, while
in British Colonial Ports.

I am desired by my Committee to thank you for the above document,
and also to state that they fully appreciate your valnable assistance in
attempting to bring about the withdrawal of regulations so calculated to

prejudicially affect British interests.—I am, &e.,
F. HENDERSON, Secretary.

Kunric B. Murray, Esq.,
Secretary, CHaMBER OF COMMERCE, LONDON.

HoxeEoNG GENERAL CHAMBER oF COMMERCE,
IloveroNG, 27¢h March, 1889.

Dear SIR,—1I am in receipt of your valued communication of 12th
Felruary giving cover to copies of your Memorial in support of this
Chamber’s Petition to Her Majesty praying for the withdrawal of the
above privileges and also Proof Report of the East India and China Section

of your Chamber.

o)
SR

I am directed by my Committee to thank you for these documents,
and to inform you that they very highly appreciate the action you have
talken.

My Committee are pleased to notice, from your Report, that the
question of these privileges had been eongaging the attention of Her
Majesty’s Government.—I am, &c.,

- F. HENDERSON, Secretary.
Tuoyras H. Barker, Esq., Secretary.

Tue IxcorroraTeEp CHAMBER OF CoMMERCE, LIVERPOOL.
No. 932, CoLoNiaL SECRETARY'S OFFICE,

HoNcwoNG, 15tk June, 1889.

Sir,—TIu reference to the letter from this department No. 1,424 of the
1st October last, and to previous correspondence, I am directed by His
Excellency tbe Governor to acquaint you, for the iuformation of the
Chamber of Commerce, that His Excellency is in receipt of a despatch from
the Secretary of State for the Colonies stating that Her Majesty’s Govern-
ment have given to the French Governmeant notice to determine the Postal
Convention with France of the 24th of September, 1856, at the expiration
of one year from the 30th of April last.

I enclose a printed copy of the correspondence with the Secretary of
State in connection with this subject.-—I have, &c.,

FREDERICK STEWART, Colonial Secretary.
ITon. P. RyRiE,

Cleairman, Tiic Hoxckoxe GENERAL CHAMBER OF COMMERCE. _

HoxckoNG GENERAL CuadMBER otr COMMERCE.
HoNGckONG, 19¢h June, 1889.

Sie,—T have the honour to acknowledge receipt of your esteemed
communication of 15th instant informing the Chamber that a despatch had
been received from the Secretary of State for the Colonies stating that
Her Majesty’s Government had notified the Government of France that
the Postal Convention of 24th September, 1856 will determine at the ex-
piration of one year from 30th April last.
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I beg to request that you will have the goodness to convey to IHis
Excellency the Governor the thanks of the Committee of the Chamber for
his courtesy in affording them the above information, and alse to inform
His Escellency, that they very fully appreciate the valuable assistance
received at his hands in their endeavours, which fortunately have proved
successful, to bring about a withdrawal of the extravagaut privileges
granted to Foreign Mail Steamers in British Colonial Ports.—1I have, &c.,

P. RYRIE, Cheirman.

Hon. F. StEwart, LL.B., Celonial Secrctary.

Hoxckoxé GENERAL CHAMBER oF COMMURCE,
HoxNekose, Ist August, 1889.

Dear Sir,—I have been put in possession of your circular letter of
13th May having reference to the withdrawal of certain privileges to Foreign
Mail steamers in British Colonial Waters, for which I beg to thank you.

It is gratifying to know that the united action on the part of the
various Chambers has proved successful, and that these peculiar privileges
will not extend beyond the 30th of April next.—I remain, &e.,

F. HENDERSON, Secretary.

Ki:nric B. Murray Esq,
Necretary, THE Loxpox CiiaAMBER OoF CoMMERCE, Lonpow.

' B. & C.

HongEONG GENERAL CHAMBER or COMMERCE,
HoNGioNG, Is¢ March, 1889.

Sir,—This Chamber has on several oceasions had the pleasure of ad-
dressing yonr predecessor Commodore MAXWELL iu reference to the Survey
of the Coast of China, and more particularly with regard to a Fund, which
the Chamber was instrumentul in organising, to reward (with the assistance
of Officers of H. M, Navy) Fishermen or others who may make known the
position of Pinnacle Rocks or other dangers to navigation in Chinese Waters.

(7]
B. & C.

Fhe Survey of the Chinese Coast is an operation in which the Chamber
naturally takes a decp interest awd it notices with much regrot the with-

drawal ot II.M.S. Rambler from the Swvey and T am directed by my Com-

mittce to state that they shall feel extremely obliged if you can favour them

with any informatiou as to the appointment of another of Ier Majesty’s

Th T
Vessel to snceeed tlie Rambler, and when such an appointment may probably

take place.

Awaiting the favonr of your reply.—I have, &e.,

F. HENDERSON, Secrelary.
Commodore E. .J. Cuurch, R.N.,

HLS. Tietor Emanuel.

H. M. S. “ VicTor EMANUEL,”
HoxckoNne, 4th March, 1889.
Sig,—I am directed Ly the Commodore to acknowledge the receipt of
your letter of the 1st instaut and to inform you that he has submitted it te
the Commander-in-Chief.—I have, &e.,
GEORGE W. WHILLIER, Secretury.

- i
The Secretary, IIoNGRONG GENERAL ClIAMBER oF CorMERCE,

“ ALACRITY,” AT SHANGHAI,
12¢h Mareh, 1889.
Sie,—In reply to yeur letter of the lst instant, addressed to Commodore
Crurch, I have the houowr to acquaint you that I have no information with
regavd 10 the appointment of one of Her Majesty™s Ships to suceeed the
Rambler in the work of surveying on the Chiua Coast, and have forwarded

your letter to the Lords Conunissioners of the Admiralty.—I have, &e.,

NOWELL SALMON, Fice-Admiral.

. HExDERSON, Esq.,

Secretary, HONGKRONG GENERAL CHAMBER 0¥ COMMERCE.
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CoMI'AGNIE DES MESSAGERIES MARITIMES,
Hoxgroxe, 17th April, 1889.

Str, —In reply to your letter of the 8th January last T have the pleasure
to inform you that I have been anthorized Ly the head office of this Com-
pany to contribute for a sum of $230 to the fund raised by the Hongkong
Gencral Chamber of Commerce for rewarding Chinesc sailors or fishermen
for the tliscovery of piunacle rocks in China Sea. =

I have in cousequence the pleasure to enclose Compradore order for the
above sum for which I would feel mneh obliged by your signing the enclosed
receipt in duplicate.—I remain, &c.,

G. v CHAMPEAUX, Agent.

The Sccretary,
~ HongroxNG GHNERAL CHAMBER oF COMMERCE,

HYDROGRAPINIC DEPARTMENT, ADMIRALTY, S. W,
18th Aprit, 1889,

Sik,—I have been informed by Commander W. U. Moorg, R.N., late
of HM.S. Rambler, that the Chamber of Commerce of Hongkong has most
generously provided a sum of money to be devoted to rewards for fishermen
who may give information leading to the discovery and marking on the charts
of nnknown rocks. Permit me, as the heud of the hydrographic service of
the Admiralty, to teuder my warm appreciation of this cfficient aid to the
work in which the surveying ships arc employed. I much regret that cir-
cumstances should, for the present, prevent any usc being made of it, hut 1
am in hopes that before long another vessel will be available to proceed with
the survey of the intricate Coast of China, anlong which so many valuahle
British ships pass.—I am, &e.,

W. J. L. WHARTON, Hydrographer.
T'he Secretary,
CuaMBER oF CoMMERCE, HONGKONG.

_

Horck0ONG GENERAL CHAMBER OF COMMERCE,
HoxGroNG, 15¢h June, 1889.
Str,—IT am directed to acknowledge, with thanks, the receipt of your
csteemed favour of 18th April, and further to state that the Committce of

this Chamber are-much pleased: to leai'n that their action in raising a Fund
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to reward Fishermen or others for iuformation as to Pimacle Rocks and
other dangers to navigation are appreciated, bhut it is with mucli regret they
learn that there is no immediate prospeet of any of Her Mnjest;v’c’s vessels
being commissioned for the purpose of coutinuing the survey of th‘e Ceast of
-China so efficicutly commenced and partially carried towards completion by
Her Majesty’s ship Rambler, in command of Commander W. Ussorne
Moor£.—I am, &ec.,

I, HENDERSON, Secretary.

Capt. Wi, J. L. Wnarrox, R.N,, F.R.S., Hydroyrapher,
Hyprograruic DErarraext, WHitenarr, LoNpon, S.W.

“ IMPERIISUSE,” AT YOKOHAMA,
Sth July, 1889.
Sie,—With reference to yourletter of the 1st of March last, addressed
to Commodore CHURCH, on the subjeet of the Survey of the Coast of China,
the Lords Commissioners of the Admiralty inform me, and I have the
honour to request you will communicate the same to the Chamber, that in
arranging the distribution of Her Majesty’s Surveying Ships, the require-
ments in connection with the Survey of the Chinese Coast are fully con-
sidered, but that their Lordships are unable to undertake to keep a vessel
permanently on that Coast, to the neglect of other Inuperial interests.—I
have, &e.,
NOWELL SALMG®N, Vice-Addmird.
I. HexDERSON, Lsq.,

Sceretary, HoNGkoNG GENERAL CHAMBER or COMMERCE.

. HonGgkoNG GENERAL CuAMBER oF COMMERCE,
Hoxanrone, 2nd Scptember, 1889.
Sir,—1I buve the honour to acknowledge receipt of your estccmed com-

munication of 5th July, and am directed by the Committee of this Chamber

to tender you their thanks for the information contained therein.

The Committce notice that it is not considered compatible with other
Imperial Intcrests that one of Her Majesty’s Surveying vessels should be
permanently stationed on the Coast of China. They cannot but regret to
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learn that the Lords Commissioucrs of the Admiralty hold that opinion, and
they have now the honour to request that you will do them the favonr of
submitting to their Lordships, for their favourable cousideration, the sub-
stance of the following remarks. _

The efficient survey of the Coast of China iz a question in which this
Chamber, as a representative Mercantile body, is naturally deeply interested,
while fully alive to the many all important interests that elsewhere cell for
the services of Her Majesty’s vessels, and without in any way wishing to
question the pressing claims that exist in other directions, the Committee
beg most respectfully to submit that the interests involved in the trade with
China are of sufficicnt magnitude to merit favourable consideration at the
hands of their Lordships.

Weve it necessary to impress upon their Lordships the important and
progressive nature of the trade, their attention might he drawn to the follow-
ing extraet from the Iarbonr Master’s Report of the trade of Hongkong for
the past year which states :—

“The total trade of Hongkong for the vear 1888 is rvepresented by
63,967 vessels, mecasuring 12,996,396 tous. (This is an advance of 174
vessels and 357,702 tons on the average for the previons 3 years, and is 359

vessels more, but 28,939 tons less than in 1887).

This vast amount of trade is apportioned as follows :—

Per Cent.

Number. Tons.

6,474,343 | or 49
2,532,334 | or 19

R cootoooomo006 £X0000000E 00N 5,121
JCSIEN AL, coot0p 0000 J0030A0E00G000] 2,460

Jnnks in Foreign Trade, ..coaenee 47,567 3,703,707 | or 29
55,148 12,710,384 |

Junks in Local Trade, ...vevensens 8,819 286,012 | or 2
5ROt} o van st o 63,967 | 12,996,396 ~

The Committee are perfectly cognizant of the fact that the burden of
conducting a systematic snrvey of the Coast of China has so far devolved

almost entirely on the ships of Her Majesty’s Navy, entailing large expen-

diture, of both labonr and monéy, and they cannot too strongly express their
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high appreciation of the very valnuble services rendered Wy the Flying Fish,
£ambler, and other of Her Majesty’s vesscls involving arduous dnties alike
on Officers and men, often earried eut under diffienlt and tryving cirenm-

sfances.

The Committee desire to bring to the notice of their Lordships that,
acting on a snggestion made by Commander Moers of ILM.S. Rambler,
they twere instramental in obtaining subseriptions to a Fund from which to
reward, with the assistance of Officers of H.M. Navy, Fishermen and others
giving information regarding the position of Pinnacle Rocks and other dan-
gers to uavigation in Chinese Warers.  This fund which was availed of to
a small extent, and promised to he productive of good results cannot, in the
absenee of a surveying vessel, be applied to the purposes for which it was

raised.

Emboldened by the great amonnt of cousideration which the require-
ments of the China Station have already received from their Lordships, the
Committee of this Chamber venture to express i hope that their Lordships
may see fit to direct the resumption of a survey, which so far as it bas gone,
lius been carried ont with extreme care, and the completion of which would
be of incaleulable benefit to shipping interests iu gencral.

The Committee trust that their views, as herein expressed, may meet
with your approval, and logking to yonr conneetion, past and present, with
the China Station and the interest von have evinced in all matters relating
thereto, they venture to hope that yon may he able to endorse their opinions.
Further that yon may e pleased to afford them that assistance, which your
position makes so powerful, in their endeavours to impress npon their Lord-
ships the magnitude of the interests involved, and the pressing necessity for
the completion of a survey so efficiently begnn and partially carried out.—
I have, &ec., 4

F. HENDERSON, Secretary.
Viec-Admiral Sir NowkLL SaLmox, V.C, K.C.B.,
Commander-in-Chicf, &ec., §e., Se.,

H.M.S. Lupérieuse.
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Si1ANGHAI GENERAL CHAMBER oF COMMERCE,
SUANGHAL, 14th September, 1889,

( Copy.) -
No. 784.

Sir,—It has been brought to the notice of the Committee of this
Chamber that the withdrawal of H.M.S. Rambler from the station has put
a stop to the surveying operations by ships of H.B.M.’s Navy before the
survey of the Coasts of the China Seas has been thoroughly carried out.

The Committee who have already been in correspondence with you ou
this subject would be glad to know if your Chamber have taken any steps
to obtain a continuance of the surveys by representations to il.B.M.’s Gov-
ernment as to the advisability of finishing the work which has not yet
been completed, and if so this Chamber will be pleased to second your
endeavours by any meansin their power.—I am, &ec.,

A. G. WOOD, Chairmun.

Hon. P. RyYRIE,
Chairman, HoNGKONG GENERAL ClIAMBER 0o COMMERCE.

(Copy.) HoNckenc GENERAL CHAMBER or COMMERCE,

HoNG1cenG, 24th Scptember, 1889.

Sik,—TI beg to acknowledge receipt of your esteemed communication
of 14th instant having rcference to the withdrawgl from the China Station
of H.B.M.’s surveying vessel Rambler.

The survey of the Coast of China is a matter in which this Chamler
naturally takes a deep interest. It has for some time been the subject of
correspondence between the Chamber and the Naval Authorities in China,
and I have much pleasure in handing you the enclosed copy of a letter re-
cently received from the Commander-in-Chief, Sir NoweLL Sarmon, and
also of the Chamber’s reply to same, urging the importance of a speedy
renewal of the survey, and asking his support to the views of the Chamber,
and his assistance in placing these views before the Lord Commissioners of
the Navy, for their favourable consideration. Copies of the correspondencs
will be forwarded to the London Chamber of Commerce.

I am directed by the Committee to thank you for the offer of assist-
ance contained in your favour under reply, and further to state that it will
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afford them much pleasure to avail themselves of same should further steps
become necessary to conviuce their Lovdships of the pressing necessity for
a continuance of the survey.—I am, &ec.,

F. HENDERSON, Secretary.
A. G. Woop, Esg.,

. Chairman, SHANGHAI GENERAL CHAMBER OF COMMERCE.

“ INMPERIEUSE,” AT YOKOHAMA,
26th September, 1889.

Sir,—I have the honour t aekuowledQc the reccipt of yonr letter of the
2und instant, and hog you will inform the Hongkong General Chamber of
Commerce, that I will forward, with much pleasure, their views, for the
favourable consideration of the Lords Commissioners of the Admiralty ; but
Lefore doing so, in order to complete the statement made in your letter res-
pecting the fund to reward fishermen giviug information as to the position of
pinnacle rocks, &c., I should feel obhliged if yon would supply me with a
report of the nnmber of pinnacle rocks so discovered, and the number of ships
which have struck on nuknown rocks during the past five years.

There is no reason why the fact of not having a surveying vessel on the
Station should interfere with the administration of the fund, as, should pin-
nacle rocks be reported, any of Her Majesty’s Ships under my command are

ax fully capable of fixing their position accurately.—I have, &ec.,

NOWELL SALMON, Vice-Admiral.
The Secretary,

HoNcrkoxc GENERAL CnnaAMBER OF CoadERCE, HONGKONG.

HoNGKONG GENERAL CHAMBER o' COMMERCE,
IloNuxeNG, 26tk September, 1889.

DEeARr S1k,—The withdrawal of H.B.M’s Surveying Vessel Reanbler
from the China Station and the consequent interruption to the Survey of the
Coast has for sometime been the subject of eorrespoudence between fhis

Chamber and the Naval Authorities in China. As the question is ove of
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widesproad iuterest I beg to hand you herein copy of a letter recently
received from Vice Admiral Sir Nowrr.L SALyox, Commander-in-Chief, and
also thiz Chamber’s reply to same, and I have much pleasure in asking your
attention to the contents of these letters.

The ILord Commissioners of the Admiralty have, through the Coum-
mander-in-Chief, expressed the opinion that they did not consider it compat-
ible with other Imperial Interests that onc of H.B.M’s Surveying Vesscls
shonld be permanently stationed on the Coast of China—and from that
opinion the Chamber have ventured to dissent.

While highly appreciatiug the very valuable services already rendered
by H.B.M’s Vessels all hLut entirely unaided, and without wishing to nnduly
advance the claims of those connected with the China Trade, the Chamber
consider the iuterests involved of sufficicnt magnitude to justify its action in
endeavouring to impress upon their Lordships the pressing nccessity for the
early resumption of the Survey of the Coast.

If the opinions of this Chamber—as cxpresscd in the accompanying
correspoudence—meet with your approval and you should see fit to in any way
support these views I need scarcely add that any such assistance will be very
fully appreciated.—I] remain, &e.,

F. HENDERS@®N, Secretary.
Kexric B. Murray, Esq.,
Necretury, LoNpDoN CITANBER o C@3MERCE.

HoNexoNG GENERAL CHAMBER or COMMERCE,
Honagxong, 20th November, 1889.
S1r,—I have the honour to acknowledge receipt of your communication

of 26th September, and I am dirccted to tender you the thanks of the Chamber

_for same.

Iu reply to your request that before communicating the views of the
Chamber, with regard to the continuance of the survey of the Coast of China,
to the Lord Commissioners of the Admiralty, you should like to be furnished
with information as to the PPinnacle Rocks discovered, and the number of
vessels that have struck on unknown Rocks during the past five years, I am
instructed to state that the Chamber would gladly have complied with your
request, but unfortunately the records in its possession do not contain the
particular information asked for.
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So far as the Chamber is aware during the comparatively short time
that any attempt was made to utilise the Pinnacle Rock Fund, only one Rock
was discovered. The circumstances are detailed in the accompanying copy
of a letter from Commander MOORE to the Chairman, to which letter the
Chamber beg leave to call your attention.

Without entering into details, or the exact figures representing the
number of vessels which have struck on unknown rocks during the past five
years it may safely be assumed thatthe casualties have been numerous enough
to conclusively prove the existence of many hidden dangers in Chinese
waters, the exact position of which it is very desirable should be ascertained.

The Pinnacle Rock Fund, having for its object the rewarding of Fisher-
men and others giving valuable information was, as the Chamber has already
had the pleasure of pointing ont, raised at the suggestion of Commander
MooRrE while in command of Her Britaunic Majesty’s Surveying Vessel
Rambler. His correspondence shews that he anticipated good results from
such a system of rewards, and the Chamber think the single discovery made
is, under the circumstances, sufficient evidence that a more extended applica-
tion of the Fund would quickly established its usefulness. The Chamber
still hold to the opinion, and submits it for your reconsideration, that the
Fund would be better distributed by the Officers of a surveyiug ship, who
while slowly cruising become known (together with their ship) to the Fisher-
men along the Coast, than by @fficers of other of Her Britaunic Majesty’s
Vessels not similarly engaged. The question is one, however, which may
safely be left to the diseretion of those who may be good enough to undertake
the distribution of the Fund. The Chamber though fully appreciative of the
benefits likely to arise from rewards judiciously made do not look upon the
Fund as anythiﬁg more than a useful adjunct to the survey,

The point which the Chamber would again desire to bring prominently
to your notice is the urgent necessity for a completed snrvey. You are so
fully cognizant of the position that it is unnecessary to again refer to the
extent of the interests involved, or to adduce fresh arguments with the view
of attempting to still further impress upon you the opinions already advanced
by the Chamber.

In conclusion tho Chamber beg to reitcrate the request already made

that you will be good enough to lay their views before the Lord Commis-
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sioners of the Admiralty and al=o that you may be pleased to bLring to the
notice of their Lordships the very strong elaims the trade with China has

for favourable consideration at their hauds.—I have, &c.,
F. HENDERSON, Secretary.

Vice-Admiral Sir NowertL Sarsown, V.C., K.C.B.,
Commander-in-Chicf, &c., §c., §c.,
H.ML.S. Zmpéricuse.

“Aracrity,” aT HONGEKONG,
20¢h March, 1890,

Sik,—With reference to yvour letter of the 20th November last, and previous
correspundence, on the snbject of the employment of one of Her Majesty's
surveying vessels on the Censt of China, the Lerds Commissioners of the
Admiralty inform me th<t IT.M.S. Rambler has been ovdered to retnrn to the
China Station to resume her surveying duties, but, ax I communicated to you
ist my letter of the 5th July last, M. 273, the requirements of the service will
not admit of the continuous employment of a snrveying vessel in the China
Secas.—I have, &c.,

NOWELL SALMON, Fice-Admiral.
I'. Hexpersoy, Esq.,
Secretary, Hoxeroxe GENERAL CirarBER 0r COMIERCE.

Ho~nexoNG GENERAL CuAMBER o COMMERCE,
Hoxaroxe, 27th November, 1889.

Sik,—I bad the pleasure of addressing you on 26th September last,
with reference to the interruption to the Swurvey of the Coast of China, Ly
the withdrawal of the HL.M. Surveying Vessel Rambler, and at the same
time of asking your attention to the correspondonce that had passed between
the Naval Authorities and this Chamber on the subjeet.

I now beg to hand yon hercin further correspondence to which I beg
reference. The extent of the interests involved in the Trade with China,
and the positive necessity that the Coast should be properly surveyed are

too apparent to require comment. It is true that so far the burden of carry-
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ing on the survey has all but entirely devolved upon the ships of Her
Majesty’s Navy, but the preponderance of the British Trade is such as to
almost justify the burden being thrown exclusively on British Cruisers.
Nothing definite has transpived with reference to the suggested Con-
vention between the Telegraph Companics and the Chinese (Government
referred to in my lctter of 30th ultimo. The question remains in abeyance,
but the Chincse, apparently influenced by pressure from without, seem

inclined to hesitate before committing themsclves further.—I am, &c.,

F. HENDERSON, Secretary.
KEeNRIC B. MURRAY, Esq.,

Secretary, LoxpoN CliAMBER OF COMMERCE.

D.
FEES TO SPECIAL JURORS.

Irees to Special Jurors.
HoxcxonG GENERAL CEAMBER OF COMMERCE,
Hoxcikena, Ist March, 1889.
Six,—Begging reference to this Chamber’s communication of 30th

April, 1887, baving reference to the above subject, and to your reply of 8th
May, No. 583, in which you were pleased to state

“1 am directed by the Governor to acequaint you, for the
information of the Chamber, that their representations will have
His Excellency’s best consideration, and that a decision will be
arrived at on the subject, afterinformation has been obtained asto
the experience gained in India, Ceylon, and the Straits Settle-
ments.”

I now beg to inform you thatI am directed by my Committee to state
that should His Excellency the Governor have arrived at a decision in the
matter of Fees to Special Jurors, they shall esteem it a favour if you will
be good enough to communicate to them the decision arrived at.—I have, &c.,

F. HENDERSON, Secretary.
Hon. F. Stewarr, LL.D., Colonial Sceretary.
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HonckONG GENERAL CHAMBER OF COMMERCE,
Hoxcroxea, 19th June, 1889.

Sir,—The Committee of this Chamber has twice bad the honour of
addressing you on the subject of Fees to Special Jnrors, first on 80th April,
1887, and again on Ist Blarch last.

The former of these letters stated at some length the objections
enfertained by the Committee to what they considered the disproportion
between the remuneration paid and the somewhat onetous nature of the
services requiredof Special Jurors, the latter requested that if His Excellency
the Governor bad arrived at any decision with reference to these Fees that
the result of his deliberations might be communicated to the Chamber.

4s these letters are still unanswered weightier matters have no doubt
occupied the attention of His Excellency, but the question having stood
over so long I now venture to talke the liberty of suggesting that it be taken
into consideration, and that His Excellency at an early date may e pleased
to favour this Chamber with a definite reply.—1I have, &e.,

. RYRILE, Chairman.

Hou. F. StEwart, LL.D., Colouial Secretary.

No. 984, Cornoniar, SEcreTaiy’s OFpICE,
Hewcxoxa, 26th June, 1889.

Sir,— With reference to your letter of the 1st Blarch last and to
subsequent correspondence on the subject of remuneration to Special Jurors,
T am directed by the Governor to inform you that, having at your suggestion
made enquiries from the Governments of Indin, Ceylon, and the Straits
Settlements, His Excellency finds that, in India and the Shraits Settlements,
no fees at all are paid to Jurors, and that in Ceylon such fees are of much
smaller amount than those complained of here.

While the Governor is fully sensible that even the fees which are fixed
by law here, do not, in some cases, compensate for the time expended on
the duty perforined, His Excellency regrets that, after much consideration,
he does not see his way to proposing their increase.—:I have, &c.,

FREDERICK STEWART, Colonial Sccretary.

Ihe FHonourable P. RyrIE,

Chairman, HoNGKONG GENERAL CuHAMBER OF COMMERCE.

_ﬁhe proposition had they felt impending hardship from the change.—I

Hon. F. Stewart, LL.D., Colonial Secretary.
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Hovgkoxg GexerAL CaaMBER or COMMERCE,

Ho~GwroxNg, 9th August, 7889.

Sir,—The Committee direct me to acltaowledge receipt of your letter
of the 26th June, in which they regret to learn that after a considerable
lapse of timne since they first referred the matter to His Excellency, the
Government do not see their way to accede to the request of the Comuuittee.
No reasons are given, but a refcerence to India, asto the practice operating
in that dependency, is stated to confirm the system prevailing in this

Colony.

The Committee do not consider the analogy of Indian Custom has
anything to do with the question here. Apart frow other considerations
that may be urged against such a contention, the (Committee would refer to
the enormous disparity in numbers of the class feom which special jurors
are drawn in India compared with Hongkong. In one place the tax on the
commercial community is light, while in the other it is a positive burden.

The Committee would most strongly urgethat their application is almost
without the pale of the Government to refuse. Tt is not in the nature of a
public tax in which the Government might rightly be heard, but rather has
the character of a voluntary arrangement between the public themselves
who seek to adjust the inequalities of the Special Jury fees. IFf the pro-
posed payment to special jurors, at per diem, instead of per case, formed
an obstacle to litigants the Government would have some ground in public
interests for refusing the application. But as the proposition is based on
the strictest eqnity—it is not a hindrance to Suitors wnd its increased in-
cidence is always commensurate with the importance of the issues to be
decided—the Committce would again urge a reconsideration of the question,
and the passing of a short hill to permit the change which is unanimously
desired by the Special Jurors, and is not, it appears, opposed by the rest of
the community whose voice would certainly have been raised ere this against

have, &c.,

F. HENDERSON, Secretury.
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No. 2,187. Cor.oxiaAL SECRETARY'S OFFICE,
Hoxcxoxe, 13th August, 1889.

Sir,—I am directed hy the Governor to ackuowledge the receipt of
your letter of the 9th instant, in which the Committee of the Hongkonyg
General Chamber of Commerce urge n reconsideratiou of the question,
raised by them in their letter of the 80th of April, 1888, as to an increase
of the allowance made to Special Jurors, and in reply I am to say that His
Excellency sees nothing in your letter which in any way modifies his view
as to the inexpediency of ultering the law in the direction desired.

The reasons for the Governor’s decision (on the absence of which the
Committee make comment) His Excellency had thought would be suffi-
ciently obvious to preclude the necessity of giving them.

The duty of serving on Juries has, from time immemorial, been re-
garded as an obligation attaching to British citizenship, for the fulfilment
of which payment was not contemplated by the Cosmmon Law. Such pay-
ment is, morcover, not now granted in England, nor, as he believes, in
most of the Colonies; nor does His Escellency see any peculiarity in the
circumstances of Hongkong, which justifies an exception from the general
rule.

Special Jurors have, however, by a local law of the Colony been
hitherto allowed a fee of Ten dollars for each case in which they serve,
Common Jurors on the other band Leing allowed nothing, though it must
be supposed that in at least some cases they, relatively to their means, lose
fully as much as Special Jurors by the performance of this duty.

As inclusion in the list ol Special Jurors exempts from service on
Common Juries, and is therefore a privilege which is not unfrequently
solicited, it would seem that payment, if made to only one of the two
classes, should be made rather to Common Jurors; and yet application is
now made which, if granted, would increase what His Excellency regards
as the undue preference in favour of Special Jurors already cxisting. For
the reason above indicated, His Excellency is of opinion that if there were
to be any change in the law, it should be one abolishing fees to Jurors
altogetlier.

His Excellency observes that the Committee regard their application
as “ almost without the pale of the Government to refuse” (1) ¢ because it

is based on the strictest equity,” (2) because it does not involve a charge
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upon the whole community, but only upon litigants,” (3)—because * the
Special Jurors are unanimously in its favour,” (+) because * the silence of

the rest of the community must be taken as approval of the application.”

His Excellency is unabls to concue in this view. For reasous given
above he regards the proposal, instead of being equitable, as wrong in
principle and as increasing an inequality alrcady existing. Moreover,
bearing in mind that litigauts are by no means wholly confined to the class
of Special Jurors, he does not consider it his duty to favonr what would
practically be a tax on a portion of the community, because there is said to
be unanimity in its favour on the part of those who alone benefit by it;
nor does he feel himself bound to accord an application because none but
the very few interested happen to have expressed their opinion on it, and
this especially since the decision of the Government rendered any adverse
expression unnecessary.

His Excellency further observes with surprise that the Committee
rezard the case of India (where it appears that Special Jurors are not paid)
as having no analogy with that of Hongkong on the ground of *the enor-
mous disparity in the namber of the class fiom which Special Jurors are
drawn in India compared with Hongkong,” and because for this reason
in India the tax on the commercial community is light while in Hong-
kong it is a positive burden.”

His Excellency presumes that the Committee have statistics to Justify
the statement as to this enormous disparity, but in their absence he should
have been inclined to question its existence, and to believe that the number
of Special Jurors in India (like that of Europeans) bears a rauch lower
and not higher proportion to the total population than it does in Hong-
kong. Inany case the duty devolving upon Special Jurors in Houglkong,
though no douht a * positive burden,” can scarcely be regarded as an
exceptional hardship, seeing that it on the average involvesy to each Juror
service only once in eighteen months. -

But however this may be, His Excellency is especially surprised that
the Committee should now repudiate the existence of any analogy in the
case of India, inasmuch as it wasat their own suggestion (contained in
their letter of 30th April, 1888) that he made enguiries as tothe Indian
practice.
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While mueh regretting that he is unable to grant an application
which is urged with so mueh persistency by a body containicg mauy de-
servedly influential members of the Community, His Escellency is at the
same time glad to remember that there always has been, and to hope that
theve always will be, complete accord betiwveen his views and theirs as to
all matters of real importance to the Colony.—1 have, &c.,

FREDERICK STEWART, Colonial Sccretary.

The IHon. PaiNias RYRIE,
Chairman, Hoxexoxe GENERAL CrasiBER or COMMERCE.

Honekoxe, I5th August, 1889.

Sir,—I think I should address von with reference to the question of
remnneration to Special Jurors, as well to cicar np a misapprehension regard-
ing it, as to point out the wrong analogy that bas been drawn by the Gov-
ernment from certain information said to have been received from Indis. In
the reply from the Government to the Ciiamber the inference arrived at from
what is alleged to be the practice in India is evidently drawn either fromn
informatiou not sufficicutly received owing possibly to a misapprehension of
the question at the source of inquiry, or, us appears to me to be more probal:le
from the equivocal natnre, inevitahle under » misapprehension of the informa-
tion cotveyed to the Government here. Foriu the High Courts of the
principal Presidency Towns of India, ithose who have any knowledge of the
Indian ITigh Courts know full well that, the jury cither Special or Commou
is empanncled for criminal and criminal cases only, and there has not been «
single iustance in which a jury cither Special or Common is empanueled in
civil cases, however vast and important their issues may be. In fact for civil
cascs it is the very learned and able judges who preside are the judges of law
as well as faets, and in cases where questions of assessment are involved, it
is they aud thejr alone who fnlfil the role of assessors, aud no extraneous 2id

is pressed into serviee. So it will be self-cvident that if reference be made

for ranuneration to jurors irrespective of the nature of cases in which they

are calied in India, the reply should be that no remuneration is paid, but if

this reply is applied to civil cases, its cquivocation in a case where distinction

is especially nccessary comes out prominenily, and there can hardly be any
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analogy inasmuch as, as a matter of fact, no juries are at all empanuneled in
civil cases in any of the IHigh Courts of the Chief Presidency towns of India.
I'he jurors no mistake have public duties to perform and Sir GEORGE
PaILLIPPO onee so lectured a Special jury here which started the question
of remuneration after they had been for four days consecutively at a case for
recovery of the amount of a Fire Policy by some Chinese shop-keepers from
Messrs. Pustau & Co., but when cases either incvitably from. thetr very
nature or inordinately from the inefficient mastery thereof by lawyers aro
protracted to unconscionable lengths, I submit, it could never be gainsaid
that the jury in civil cases where theissues iuvolved affect mainly the partics
concerned and not as in criminal cases the publie generally, should, if at all,
be adequately remunerated. I therefore deem it duc to the body of Special
jurors in this Colony to Lring the fact of the analogy from wrong data to
your notice in view of further representation to the Government by the
Chamber in the light of the facts above stated.—1I have, &e.,

H. M. MEIITA.
The Secretary,
IToxaxoNG GENERAL CitayBer or COMMERCE.

HoxckoNG GENERAL CnayxisEr or CeMMERCE,
Hencroxg, 17th Adugust, 1889.

Sie,—If agreeable to His Excellency the Governor my Committee
will feel greatly obliged if you will be good enough to sanction their
obtaining from the Registrar of the Supreme Court the following
information having reference to the duties of Special Jurors. During the
past five years,

How many Special Jury caseshave there been,

The duration of each trial,

How many of them were Criminal cases,

The nature of the Civil cases, the amounts involved,

How many Chinese cases (i.e. plaintiffs and defendants) were
there requiring Special Juries.

Were the remainder European cases? If not particularise.—I have, &c.,

F. HENDERSON, Secretary.
Hon. F. Stewarr, LL.D., Colonial Secretary.
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CoroNniar Seererany’s OFrFicE,
ToncroNG, 26th Awgust, 1889.

Str,—With reference to your letter of the 17th instant, I am
dirccted by Bis Excelleucy the Governor to transmit to vouw, for the use
of the Chamber of Commerce, the information asked for therein respecting
the duties of Special Jurors.—I have, &e.,

FREPERICK STEWART, Colonial Secretary.
F. HexpErson, Esq.,

Secretary, Hovarkoyt GENERAL Ciamsenr oF CoMMERCE.

The Registrar’s return shows that from the 19th August, 1884, to the
19th August, 1889, the number of Special Jury cases trted in the Supreme
Court was 25, and the tine occupied 59 days. Nine of the cases werc
criminal, occupying 15 days, and 16 civil ocenpying 44 days. In nine of
the civil cases occupying 21 days, all the parties were Europeans; in two

pymg 5 1 P
they were Chinese; four were between Europeans and Chinese; and one
between Koreans and Europeans. One of the cases was to vary a decree

and the amount involved in the others was $237,150.

. Honexong GExeraL Criamsir oF COMMERCE,
Hove koxa, 20th November, 18%9.

Str,—I have the henour to acknowledge receipt of your valued com-
mumnication of 13th August, No. 2,187, on the subject of Fees to Special
Jurors and I am directed to state that the Committee regret His Excellency
the Governor still sees no reason to comply with their request.

The Committee have to thank His Excellency for so fully giving
reasons for this refusal but a careful consideration of the above despatch
leads them to infer that he may have been under some misapprehension as
to their contention as no attempts have been made to separate the services
of Jurors in Criminal, from civil cases. In criminal cases the British
Government demands the services of its citizens without remuneration
bLut in Civil Suits the State rccognises the services of Special Jurors
rendered to individuals and sanctious the payuent of a Fee of One Guinea,
and in the event of a prolonged trial this fee is, with the consent of the

suitors, paid per diem,

No. 2,008.
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From the annexed Returns obligingly furnished tothe Chamber, it
appears during five years ending 19th August last, twenty-five cases were
tried by Special Jurors, nine being criminal the remaining sixteen (ono
of which was ¢ to vary a decree” ) being civil. The amountsat issue were
$65,000 to 8150,000 and the cases occupied thirty-four dwys. These
Returns further show that the cases involving the larger amounts most
occupied the time of the Jurors, a fact which the Committee thinks is
somewhat conclusive evidence of the equity of the suggested daily fee.

His Excellency and the Committee scem equally to have been under
a misapprehension as to the practice prevailing in India. From informa-
tion recently received, which the Committee believe is reliable, they learn
that in the Presidency Courts no Jurors are employed in civil cases at all,
whatever the magnitude of the issue involved. The Judgessitting aloncas

Judge and Jury are the sole arbiters of facts and law.

The Committee in persistently urging their contention do not touch
in t‘he adequacy of the Fee, for even if their prayer be adopted the remu-
neration, in the majority of cases, would by no means represent the loss
sustained by the enforced atténdance of Special Jurors.

The Committee are strongly of opinion that the substitution of a daily
fee would in many instances deter litigants from claiming the services of
Special Jurors in cases of comparatively minor importance and not en-
volving questions requiring special investigation.

As an alternative to the scheme proposed by the Committee (though
they should much preferitsadoption) they would suggest that scope should
be given to the presiding Judges to sanction, with the approval of the
litigants, the payment of Fees to Special Jurors of $10 per diem in all
cases where the duration of trials exceeds one day.—I have, &c.,

F. HENDERSON, Secretary.

Hon. A, Lister, deting Colonial Secretary.

CoLeXNIAL SECRETARY'S OFFICE,
Hoxuroxa, 21s¢ December, 1889.

Str,—His Exccllency the Governor has had under careful considera-

tion your further letter of November 20th on the subject of renmuneration
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to Special Jurors. After giving the matter his fullest attention, His Excel-
lency cau only regret his inability to meet the wishes of the Chamber of
Commerce on this question.

The Chamber seems to be of opinion that the services of Special
Jurors have sometimes been claimed “in cases of comparatively minor
“importance, nst involving questions requiring special investigation.”
Whilst unable to discover any instance of this, His Excellency, with the
object of preciuding all ground for such a complaint in the future, has
thought it expedient to give instructions for the preparation of a short
amending @xdinance to the effect that no Special Jury is to be summoned
unless the Judge is satisfied beforehand that the case will probahly present
such difficulties as to vender a Special Jury desirable.—I have, &c.,

A. LISTER, Acting Colonial Secretary.

1. [expERsoON, Esq.
Secretary, HoxaRoNG GENERAL CHAMBER or COMMERCE.

Es.
THE IMPORT TRADE OF HONGKONG.

The following cirenlar has heen issued, uuder the auspices of the Hong-
kong Chamber of Commerce, to importers with the view of bringing about

some joint action in tlie matter complained of :—

CIRCULAR.

The attention of the Committee of this Chamber has been called to the
present uusatisfactory position of the Import Trade of Hongkong as regards
contracts, with the view of inducing them to undertake some initiatory
nicasures towards bringing about a remedy. '

The Committee assume that the evit complained of, namely the trequent
lax, or entive non-fulfilment of contracts by many Chinesze dealers—is genc-
rally admitted, and the question seems to them to be one of sufficient intgrest
and importance to justify its being brought to the notice of Importers, with

the objeet of ascertaining whether some attempt at joint action, would or

would not, mect with their approval.

53
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The difficulties that stand in the way of those who arc endeavouring to
bring about joint action are apparent enough to the Cemmittee, but these
may possibly prove to be not insurmountable—even wheore so many interests,
aml some of them perhaps of a diverging nature, are invol ved—and the Com-
mitcee: will feel obligel if those interested will be good cnough to signify
their approval, or disapproval of some steps being taken.

It is proposed, that if Importers generally are fouad desirous of some
aetion being taken, to hold a mesting for the public discussion of the question,
and meanwhile the Committee will gladly receive proposals or suggestions
i any way ealealated to further the ends aimed at.

P. RYRIL, Chairman.

Honghong Gereral Chamier of Commerce.

B

HonekoMG GENERAL CHAMBER OF COMMERCE,
Hoxcrong, 9th August, 1889.

Sir,—I am directed by the Committee of this Chamber to ask you to be
good enough to bring to the notice of His Excellency the Governor, for his
favourable consideration, the desirability of the earliest publication of all
available information regarding the probable course of Typhoons forming
anvwhere in the neighbourhood, or at greater distances.

The pressing necessity for full and prompt publication of information
bearing on the probable movenients of Typhoous must already be so appa-
rent-to His Excellency that it seems entirely unnecessary on the part of my
Committee to adduce any arguments whatever with the view of more deeply
impressing upon him the vital importance to a Community largely interest-
ed ia Shipping, of early notice of the movements of such destructive
visitants. :

My Committee are aware that it has been customary in the past to
give some publicity to such information, but so far as they know it has not
hieen attempted systematically, and they now venture to suggest that His
Eixcellency will be good enough to give instructions that all information
réaching any of the Departments be at once made public.
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I am further instructed to state that, should His Excellency see fit to
communicate such information to the Chamber, the Committee would gladly
undertalke to distribute it, if such an arrangement would in any way
facilitate its prompt publication.

My Committee beg me to suggest that, should it meet with the
approval of the Government, the Chamber will gladly circulate the intel-
ligence, by ¢ Express,” or otherwise, at their expense, on receipt of the actual
transeript of telegrams or other information directly it reaches my hands.

The near approach of the Typhoon season makes the present time
peculiarly appropriate to bring to the notice of His Excellency a subject
affecting the interests of not only ship-owners, but also the entire com-
munity, and my Committee trust their suggestions may meet with a favour-

able reception.—I have, &e.,

F. HENDERSON, Secretary.

The Iion. F. Stewanrt, LL.D., Coloxial Sccretary.

CorLonIAL SECRETARY'S OFFICE,

tToxnuxoNG, 24th Augrst, 1889,

Sir,—With reference to your letter of the 9th instant, on the subject
of weather telegrams, I am directed by the Governor to acquaint you, for
the information of the Chamber of Commerce, that he has given strict
instructions for the immediate transmission to the Chamber of Commerce
of ull such telegrams received, whether from the Observatory or elsewhere.

His Excellency fully concurs with the Chamber of Commerce in their
view as to the extreme importance of obtaining and publishing the bestand
earliest information with respect to typhoons; and he is by no means
satisfied either with the nature of the information now given or with the
promptuess of its supply to the publie.

His Excellency is now making enquiries with a view to substantial

improvements in these respects, which he 1 determined, if possible, to
effect:; and though this might possibly involve a somewhat large ezpend-
iture, he does not doubt that the importance of the object to be gained will

furnish its complete justification.
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His Excellency hopes to be shortly in a position te make a further
communication to you on this subject.—1I have, &c.,
FREDERICK STEWART, Colonial Secretary.
¥. HEXDERSOX, Esq., Secretary,

HoncxoNG GENERAL CHAMBER oF COMAMERCE.

Hoxexong GENERAL CHAMBER oF COMMERCI,
Honcxrone, 80tk August, 1889,

Siz,—1I have the honour to acknowledge receipt of your valued com-
munication of 24th August, and I aw directed to request that you will be
good enough to convey the thauks of the Committe: to His Excellency the
Governor for his courtesy in so promptly acceling to tbeirr request that
the Chamber might be supplied from the different Departments with all
information calculated to serve as Storm-wirnings.

Tae Committee learn with much pleasure that His Excellency agrees
with them as to the importance of such information and that he has
determined to effect, if possible, substantial improvements in existing
arrangements.

The thanks of the Committee are also due for His Excellency’s pro-
mised further communicationstouching this important matter.—I have, &c.,

F. HENDERSON, Secretary.
Hon. F. StrEwart, LL.D., Coloniul Secretary.
Ho~xcxona, 24th September, 1889.

Sir,—Iu answer to your reyuest for an expression of opinion with
regard to storm-warnings for this port from a seamun’s point of view, I
respeetfully beg to lay the following suggestions hefore the Chamber of
Commercs for their consideration.

It would be desivable to make arrangements with the Spanish Authori-
ties in Manila and also with the Imperial Chinese Maritime Customs to
telegraph from their stations in the north of Luzon and from South Cape
Formosa respactively the bearing of the centre of all typhoons that nass into
the China Sea either to tho north of Luzon wia the Bashee and other chan-
nils, and also of those which pass over the Philippines further south, to the

(tovernment of this Colony.

A T———
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A glance at the chart will show that it is almost a certainty that one or
both of these points will be inelnded in the storm area of any typhoon
coming in from the Pacific, and that both the above mentioned points are
favourably situated for obtaining cross bearings of a sterm passing across the
China Sea, or for that matter Lefore ic has entered it.

These bearings could Le telegraphed to IHongkong before the Colony
itsel{ had come within the influence of the storm winds and when once
within this inflzence the skilied observer here deduces the bearing and uses
it with those alrcady received so that a storm when once past the Bashees
weuld be tracked in its progress across the China Sea by learings taken
from three different places and the public made aware from time to time of

the approximate position of the centre, the course it was travelling on, and
its rate of progression.

If this plan were adopted improvements in the details would no doubt
suggest themselves from time to time. The great valne of the Pratas Shoal
as an observing station cannot fail to be known to the Chamber, but I take
it the time has not. come for auything to be done in the way of utilising it.

The above gives in ontline what the practical nceds of the Colony are
at the preseut moment, and as time goes on, the scope of the plan can be
extended if need be. The details would have to be arranged by the high
authorities of the various 1’owers concerned, and there seems no reason to

doubt that all would take an enlightened and comprehensive view of the

matter.—I have, &ec.,
G. C. ANDERSON, Marine Surveyor.

Frrrarroy HExNpERSON, 1i8q., Sceeretury,

Hovexoxe CHAMBER oF COMMERCE.

Gr.

Hoxarong, 27¢h June, 1889.

Sir,—I am deputed by the body of Licensed Passiige Brokers to hand
you the enclosed copy of correspondence recently exchanged between them

G.

and the Government, on questions therein set forth, as it is probable the
Chamber may be referred to in the matter, for which reason it is thought
desirable that membUers should be familiar with the facts.—I have, &c.,

H. SHEPPARD.

F. Hexoerson, Esq., Secretary,

HoxcxoNG GENERAL CHAMBER OF COMMERCE.

(Copy.)

. 69,
No. 693 HarsourR DEPARTMENT,

Hoxckroxg, Ist June, 1889.

Str,—1 beg to give you notice that for the future the law will be
enforced as regards Contract Passage Tickets, and that the tickets must
therefore be signed by the Passage Broker, and in addition, must be
stamped with his seal or trade mark, otherwise they cannot be accepted by
the Emigration Officer.—1I have, &c.,

R. MURRAY RUMSEY, Emigratien Officer, &c.

To
Caux Kixng Poo, Esq.
JonN A. MestLy, Esq.
C. L. Goruay, Esq.
GEee. H. Wartr, Esq.
M. Bearrt, Esq.
E. SHELLIM, Esq.
H. SHEPPARD, Esq.

HoxGkonG, 17th June, 1889.

S1r,—We, the undersigned Licensed Passage Brokers of this Colony,
have the honour to reply to your circular communication of the Ist instant,
herein you inform us that the law will be enforced, in that we shall in
uture be required to “sign under our band and stamp with our
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respective seals or trade marks,” all Contract Passage Tickets. You have
also verbally informed us that ow presence at the Harbour Office during
the official examination of the passengers is absulute necessary.

It is clear that under sections $1 and- 33 of the * Consolidated
Ordinance of 1889’ we are required to sign and to attend the ezamina-
tion of the passengers before the Iimigration Officer, but we would
point to the increase in emigration duving the past 32 years since the
sections in question were framed. There are now perbaps frequently as
many passengers going to the Straits in one week as went in a whole
twelve month in earlier years, and we ask that, if the letter of the law now
compels the order issued, an amendment be passed as speedily as possible.
that shall afford us some relief from the useless sacrifice of time entailed,
and yet fasten upon ws with equal effect the several obligations of the con-
tract, from which it is not our purpose by any means to escape.

Granted that the form of procedure as directed in sections 383 were
practicable when treating with the very limited number of Chinese pas-
sengers daring the years immediately following the passing of this Ordi-
nauce, it is patent that it would be impracticable in the present day. We
would therefore respectfully submit that, as the nature of the law is such
as to compel its accommodation to circumstances in one respect, its undue
pressure upon Passage Brokers may be so modified as to meet the ex-
igencies of the situation until an amendment can be passed, and that we
shall vot be compeiled, as a hard and fast rule, to attend throughout the
examinations of emigrants at the Harbour Office; an examination in

which we have no voice whatever.

We would petition that, in this particalar, the matter be left at your
discretion, and that wheie we have occasion to ask you to be allowed to
absent ourselves for short periods from the Harbour Office during the
examinations, in order to attend to other necessary business in connection
with the despateh of emigrant vessels, you be allowed power to grant such
request. You will note that wo always leave reliable men to gnard the
interests of the business, and hold oursclves ready to appear in person at a

few minutes notice.

Regarding the signing by band, we would submit that the practice of
the past thirty years, namely, affixing the true and perfect impression of
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o signatures by means of a chop or stamp, possesses a distinet advantage
over the autograph signature iu this particular branch of Lusiness. Tt
malkes every signature alike, and consequently, the slightest variation
would render a forgery i i i :
ty at once liable to detection.. Whereas, with actual
signatures, the varieties nccessarily oceurring in the tiring process of sign-
ing, say, 700 or 800 tickets, as will frequently be the case for one steamer
3
would render it as difficult to deny a falsification as to recognise a true
autograph. Some of us already have, and those who have not can procure
without delay, steel impressed stamps as trade marks, and we beg that this
impress on the contract tickets may be accepted as a countelploof of our

o
obligation, and will admit of the Government again sanctioning the use of
our signature “ chop.”

We trust for a favourable consideration of this petition, and we would
mention, that, as the mercantile firms we serve are concerned in our desire
to avqid waste of time, we are forwarding a copy of this correspondence to
he mber of Commerce that the Chamber, if referred to on the subject,
the Chamber of C that the Chamber, if referred t the subject
may be aware of the facts.—We have, &c.,

GEO. H. WATT.

M. BEART.

CHUN KING POO.

ED. SHELLIM.

H. SHEPPARD.

C. L. GORHAML
Licensed Passage Brokers.

Captain R. Murray Ruwmsey, R.N,,
Lmigration Officer, §c., §c., flonghkong.

{Copy.) : ,
v
No. 78x. HARBOUR DEPARTMENT,
Ho~NeroxG, 20th June, 1889,

GENTLEMEN,—I am in receipt of your joint letter dated 17th instant,

~on the subject of your signing Contract Passage Tickets, and attending

personally at this Officc during the examination of intending Emigrants.
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I note that you desire,—Ist, “relief from the useless sacrifice of time
entailed” in attending the examination atthe Harbour Office; and 2nd,
that the Government will again sanction the use of your signature *“Chop.”

In reply, I can only express my regret at my inability to accede to
your reguests, since it is quite beyond my power to authorise any deviation
from the provisions of the law as it at present stands.—I have, &c.,

R. MURRAY RUMSEY, Emigration Officer, &c.

Geo. H. WarT, Esq.,

& Others Liccused Passage Brokers.

[IoxGxONG, 22nd June, 1889.
Y

Sir,— We have the honour to refer to the following order issucd by
the Emigration Officcr, under date of the Ist instant, viz.—

«“ I beg to give you notice that for the future the law will be
“enforced as regards Contract Passage Tickets, and that the
“tickets must therefore be signed by the Passage Broker, and in
“addition, must be stamped with his seal or trade mark, other-
“wise they cannot be accepted by the Emigration Officer.”

Consequent upon this, we have addressed Capt. Runmsey pointing out
the hardships, which for no useful purpose, the order imposes upon us, but
he has informed us in reply that he can afford us no relief, and we are,
therefore, compelled to bring the matter to your notice, with the view of
having it laid before the Government. We nnderstand that the order is
required under sections 31 and 83 of ““The Chinese Emigration Consoli-
dation Ordinance, 1889,” and for purposes of reference we cite these

sections, viz.:-—

Sec. 31.—“ Every passage broker who shall or may receive money
“from auy person, for or in respect of a passage in any
¢ Chinese passenger ship, shall give to every such person
“a contract ticket, under the hand of such passage broker,

“and stamped with his seal or trade mark,—cach ticket to

—1
k)
(3,

[ —

G.

“De printed ia a plain and legible type, according to the
“form in the Schelule H. hereto, and to be accompaniel
“with a transfation thereof in the Chinese language.”

Scc. 33.—“On every occrsion of thz delivery to any passenger of such
“contract ticket as aforesaid, the passage broker who shall
“have engaged to provide such passenger with a passage
“shall attend with him ab the office of the Ewigration
“Officer, in whosu presence the contracs tick.t shall be
“Jelivered to such passenger, and who shall explain to him

“the true intent and meaning of such contract.”

while to appreciate clearly their meaning and object, and their bearing on
our services in connection with the working of the Ordinance it is perhaps
just as well to cite the forin of * Contract Passage 1'icket” for which said

Ordinance makes provisions as follows: —

“1 hereby cngage that the Chinese named at foot hereof shall
“he provided with a passage to, and shall be Iaunded at the port
‘ of in
¢ called the «

“and 12 superficial feet for berth accommodation (or in case of
“ships under section 46, 54 cubic feet and 9 superficial feet), and
“shall be victualled according to Schedule 4 to ““The Chinese
« Passengers Act, 1855, annexed, during the voyage, and the term

, in the ship or vessel
P with not less them 72 culic feet

“of detention at any place hefore its determination, for the sum
Ly dollars, and I hereby acknowledge to have received

““the sun1 of dollars in full payment.”

It is abundintly clear that the object of the sections in question is to
fasten upon the passage-broker, with no manner of escape, the obligation of
the « Contract Passage Ticket,” and, as the practice of the past thirty years
cannot be suid to have ever frustrated tkis object we ask for a reversion
thereto since the order in question is entailing on our part a terrible and
(we would add with all due respect) a purposeless waste of time. We do
not pretend for a moment to express an opinion one way o1 the other as to
whether or not the altered circutostances of 1889 us compared with 1855
(the date to which these sections owe their origin) are such as to entitle
the Governient to exercise any discretion in administering the law as it
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stands hut we merely point to the fact that the pressing nature of the
altered circumstances has been felt and acted upon by the Government
where they themselves are concerned, for their practice of having the
emigrants brought before the Emigration Officer in a body on a given date
after the issue of the contract passage tickets is as manisfest—{hough
harmless—a departure from the strict letter of the Ordinance as was our
affixing our signatures by means of aun impressed stamp (the custom for
years past) or our going about other business after presenting the passengers
once aud for all for examination, and this being so, we merely ask that the
same clemency which in deference to circumstances the Government can
extend to theirown servants and the work of their departments be equally
exercised in our favour and in the interests of the mercantile firms we serve
which interests are none the less material.  As the Ordinance itself is now
before the Council we beg leave to remark that the occasion is opportune
to amend it in this particular and in a manner that shall just as effectually
fasten upon us the obligutions of the ‘ Contract Passage Ticket'” from
which we, by no means, wish to escape.

It would appear, however, that the motive of the order is a precaution
against kidnapping ; but, we contend that, on closer examination, it will be
scen that it was never intended (as it would be alike impossible) to attain
any such end through the medium of the passage-broker whose position
and services have perhaps never Leen more clearly defined than when a
recent Governor speaking in Council upon the Emigration Ordinance
referred to it as * the means whereby the Government guarantee the con-
veyance to the travelling public” or words to that effect. The Police can
alone Le looked to in the suppression of kidnapping or the pursuit of its
culprits and we beg leave to state that their efforts would alike be wasted
at the examination before the Emigration Officer though their services
would ke useful in the extreme at and after the cxamination on board steamer
where it is plain that the vietim of any kidnappers must Le produced,
however successfully he may have been impersonated up to that stage of

the proceedings. We would not jresume to question the interpretation of
the sections of the Ordinance cited, only us mentioned they owe their origin
to the very first emigratiou Ordinance passed in the Colony (we believe in
1855 or 1857) and it has been quite conspicuous in the cases of kidnapping,
or alleged kidnapping recently before the Police Court that the Magistrate

[

(O

7]
G.

was not at all clear as to the function of the passaga-broker, confounding
. . . . . -
him (most unflatteringly) with what might be called a “ coolie procurer

and we regret to think that some such misconception exists even in higher
o
governmental departments.

In conclusion we beg leave to add that kidnapping where it oceurs is
duc to no imperfection of the Ordinance itself which works perfectly in all
points where Europeans alone are concerned in conforming to its pru;isions.
A proper meaus.of safeguarding the emigrant while applying the Ordi-
nance is alone wanting to render kidnapping undev it an impossibility and
in this matter we are ready to assist the Government with such sugge;tions
as our intimate association with the working of the Ordinance may qualify
us to make. Our own interests and sympathics in tlhe wmatter are one with
the Government, as may be equaily said of the important mercantile firms
we serve. With these remarks we respectfully beg you to bring this our
petition before His Excclleucy the Governor and trusting for its favorable
consideration.—We have, &ec.,

C. L. GORHAM.

M. BEART.

CHUN KING POO.

II. SIIEPPARD.

GEO. H. WATT.

E. SHELLIM.
Licenserd Passage Brolers.

Hon. F. Stewarr, LL.D., Colonial Secrctary.

Hoxaxoxag, 24th June, 1889.

Str,—We have the Lononr to refer to a letter addressed to you under
date of the 22nd instant, liy Messrs. GorHAD, Warr, Suerrmm, Crun Kine
Poo, BearT, and Sueprarp, the Licensed Passage Brokers of Hongkong
copy of which we have scen; and, as it seems to us to make a very reason-,
able request we leg to accord it our support and commend their Petition
to the special notice and consideration of the Government,

As the employers of the brokers in question we 100k to them to attend,
on our behalf, to the many requirements and details of the Chinese
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Emigration Ordinance—apart from the mere issue of the Contract Passage
Tickets—and we are moreover equally desirons with thom that they should

avoid any unnecessary waste of time.—We have, &c,,

JarpIixE, MatHESON & Co.,
General Manragers, Indo-China
Steam Navigation (.,
Agents, ‘Glen’ Line Steamers,
Juva dgency Co., Ld.,
and others.
For the Austro-Ilungarian Lloyds
Steam Navigeation Co.,
0. Buacuracn,
E. L. WoobiN,
Superintendent, P. & 0. Co.
p.p- DotGLas Larraik & Co.,
T. E. DaviEs,
General Managers,
Douglas, 5. &. Co., Ld.
CHss. D. HARMAN,
Agent, Pacific Mail S. . Co.. and
Occidental § Criental S. . Ce.
Davip Sassoon, Soxs & Co,
Agents, Apear Line.
BUTTERFIELD & SWIRE,
Agents, Occan Steam-ship Co.,
Cliina Navigation (o, Ld.
Lux Suixe Ox,
Charterer.
Soy Sixg,
Charterer.
G, LivinustoN & Co.,
Agents, * Ben” and ‘Gibb’ Lincs
Steamers, and others.
Carrowirz & Co.,
Agents of the Navigazioni
Generali Italiana.

Sievnssun & Co.,
Agents, Deutsche Dampfschiff.
Rhederie.
ArvynoLp, Kanrszre & Co.,
" Agents, China Ship pers AWutnual
S\ 2Vt Goly La.
Evuarn ScueLLuass & Co.,
Agents, Suml)'g Lines of Steamers.
Resseun & Co.,
Apents, ¢ Union’ Line Steamers,
E. & A 8.8 Co, Ld,
Clina & Munila 8.8. Co., 1d.,
) and others.
Gro. R. StEv.Ns & Co.
Apaxson, Brrr & Co,
Agents, Canadian Pacific 3.S. Co.,
s8hire’ Line,  Gellatly’ Line,
and others.
Scottish O iental Steam-ship  Co.,
Gro. T. Hopkins, [1d.,
Agent.
Tvxce Kre & Co.,
Charterers,
Wixg Kz & Co.,
Charterers.
Hor Kuz & Co.,
Charterers.
A Yox,
Charterer.
Yven Fat Hoxg,
p- Ciix Hexe.

Hou. F. Stewart, LL.D., Colonial Secretary.

Hexc kong GENiRAL CHAMBER 0F COMMEXCE,
IToNxakoxa, 27¢h June, 1889,

Sir,—I beg to acknowledge receipt of your favonr of this date giving
cover to copies of correspondence between the Emigration Officer and the
Li-cosel Passage Brokers of liongkong in regard to receant enforcemeunt
of regulations which have for years—apparently—been in abeyance. Ishall
biave mach pleasure in laying the correspondence before the Committee of

this Cliamber.—I have, &ec.,

H. Sunerrar», 1isq.

F. HENDERSON, Secretary.
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IoNGrONG, 23rd September, 1889.
Sir,—I have the honour to inform you that on the 22nd of July last
His Excellency was pleased to wppoint Mr. Lavrox, Captain Runsey, Dr.
Ho Ifar and mysclf to be a Committee “for the purpose of formulating
suggestions for the revision of the existiug law relating to Chinese emigra-

tion and for the better suppression of emigration abuses.”

2. After collecting considerable information, and discussing at length
the nature of the various oifences, and the remedies proposed for them,
the Committee at the suggestion of Mr. Iisvron, and with the approval of
Government, have agreed that no satisfactory decision can be arrived at
until an expression of opinion has been obtained from those most interested
in the matter, z.e., the members of the Chamber of Commerce; and I huve
tbrefore to transmit to you the papers mentioned below and to ask that
you will submit them to your Chamber and request the members to con-
sider the various points raised thereiu and oblige the Committee with an

\ expression of their views thereon at as early a dateas possible.—I have, &c.,

N. G. MITCHELL-INNES.

The Secretary, CuadiBER OF COMMERCE.

Hoxarwone GENERAL CHAMBER OF COMMERCE,
Hoxakoxa, 26th November, 1889.

Sir,—I have the pleasure to return you, herewith, documents markep
4 to @ having reference to the Revision of the Chinese Emigration Act,
and beg to thank you on behalf of the Committee for the nse of same.
As owing to the absence of the Hon. J. J. KEswick, and from other
auses, no opportunity has yet occurred of discussing the subject at a Board
e&ting I am asked to state that if agreeable to His Excellency the Gov-
ruor the Committee will feel much obliged if they may again be allowed
o use of the papers now returned to admit of the further consideration

£ the important question to which these refer.—I have, &c.,

F. HENDERSON, Secretary.

fion. N. G. Mircurrr-Inngs,
Acting Registrar General.
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Hoxagoxe GENERAL Cinniekr or COMMERCE,

HoxcroNG, 23rd January, 1890.

Sir,—Reverting to your communication of 23rd September and to the
various docuinents to which it gave cover having refcrence to the proposedA
Revision of the Chinese Emigration Act, and forwarded to me for the con-
sideration of the Committee of this C‘hamber, I have now the honour to
advise vou, for the information of His Excellency the Goveraer, that—

The Committee after careful deliberation unanimously agreed that
the proposals suggested by the Government Commission, which en-
quired into the subject, are too cumbersome to Le adopted, and even if
adopted would not thoroughly eradicate the evils complained of. That in
the conduct of such an enormous exodus asannually occurs from this port—
baving due regard to the difficulties which surround the dealings of Chi-
nese in this business, for it is almost sclely in native hands,—it is nearly
impossible to prevent the occasional dejortation of coolies against their
will, but the genuine cases are believed to be very few. Seeing also that
the Emigration almost solely takes place to British Colonies where the
liberty of the Native is amply safeguarded, the hardship can be redressed

on proper representations being made. Elaborate machinery such as is °

suggested in the Cowmission’s Report would not only be costly which
would presnmably fall on the ship-owner, but it would, in addition, tend
to restrict the Emigration from this port, for if Chinese, or others, found
their operations were trammelled by such expensive methods they would
seek for other sources of supply. The treaty Ports of Swatow and Amoy
which already largely contribute to the Emigration from Southern China,
would receive iun accession of business. Those portsbeing under Consular
jurisdiction would permit the flow of Chinese, by vessels othei* than British,
under far less stringent regulations than this Government would impose.
The result being that not ounly would this port suffer a loss of the trade,
but the British flag would also be supplemented by those of other nations
in these waters. Incidentally it may lie mentioned that, at the present
moment, Emigration is permitted from Swatow to the Dutch Straits Set-
tlements by vessels other than British, while coolies for the Settlement of
British North Botneoare not allowed to depart from Swatow in ships flying
the British flag. The trade is of great value to Honglkong, and its extent
may be gathered from the fees collected for passing emigrants only which
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amounted to, in 1888, $28,472. An improvement in the present system of
conducting emigration is doubtless needed and the Committef; would
strongly urge that any amendments should be framed with a view to
simplify, as much as possible, the methods of working. To this end and
expressing their views generally they believe the best system would be to
organise an independent department to control this branch of the Colony’s
trade. The head should be an Ofticial, with a thorough knowledge of the
Chinese language and the post should be amply remunerated to ensure in
all respects a very reliable man. Under him should be a second with
similar qualifications. The remainder of the staff could be adjusted as the
needs of the oftice demanded. The present system of a preliminary
examination on shore should be abolished. All coolies should be passed on
.board the vessels which should be compelled to sail immediately after the
mspection. The inspection should in all cases be performed by the Head
of the Department or lis second; the vessel being carefully surrounded by
water police while the inspection lasts and until she sails, to prevent con:
tact with outsiders. The Ofticer could, on passing the passengers, who
would file before him, malke it clearly understood to each, where the vessel
was going, and ascertain if they then objected to go there or to accept the
employment they were engaged for. They shouldin such case be informed
they were free, at once, to leave. The objectionists could be there and
then collected, talien ashore and their cases thoroughly investigated, pun-
ishment if necessary inflicted on those who had forced the emigrant on
board. No Chinese but the actual Emigrants should be permitted on the
vessel during the “ Passing.” Such a system is found to answer in Swatow
where Her Britannic Majesty’s Consul performs the functions above indi-
cated. Should any unwilling emigrants escape the scrutiny of this inspec-
tion, the further examination at the British Ports of destinatiou and the
?.bility of the coolie to further represent his case to the Authorities there,
8 a final precaution against malpractices. Other details would suggest
themselves in framing an Ordinance on this simple principle, which would
get at the actual men to ascertain their real wishes uncoerced by any kid.
vappers. These details, the Committee recommend should be submitted

%o the Chamber that they might prevent the introduction of such absur-
dities as exist in the present Ordinance whereby it is compulsory upon the

Passenger Broler to sign with his own hand each ticket that he issues and
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compels his attendanee at the * Shore” examiunation of the Emigrants,
though he has no power to take any part in the proceeding. He is only a
silent spectator.

The principle of a separate Department for Emigration worlk forces,
itself upon the Committec as absolutely necessary. The trade has long
grown beyond the power of the Harbow Master’s Department to pay that
d.ue attention to supervision which its proportions now demand. The cost
of such a Department should be defrayed from the Emigration fecs now
levied and which for 1888 amounted to $26,472, as already stated, this sum
would be more than ample to cover the cost of the new Bepartment. The
Committee deprecate any additional levy of fees on this branch of trade for
they consider that all taxation than can be “ ear marked” for the payment
of particular official services for the proper regulation of any branch of
trade, should not be merged in the general revenues of the Colony, but
applied specifically to the purposes for which they areraised. Thus undue
taxation of Commerce is avoided and the freedom of the Port maintained. —
I have, &c.,

F. HENDERSON, Secretary.
Hon. N. G. MircHELL-INNES,
Acting Registrar General.

X

COLONIAL SEcrRETARY's Orrice,
IHoxcrexc, 6tk December, 1889.

No. 2,810.

Sir,—I am directel by the Governor to inform you that His
Lxcellency is in receipt of a despatch from the Right Honourable the
Secretary of State for the Colonies requesting him to invite the Merchants,
Dock Compaunies, and others to talie voluntary action for the purpose of
stopping unnecessary work in the Harbour of this Colony on Sundays.

His Excellency would be glad if the Chamber over which you preside
would take action towards this very desirable end..—I bhave, &c.,

10, &, NLAGY,
Sor the Acting Colonial Secretary.

The Hon. P. RyrIE,
- Chairman, HoNGKONG GENERAL CirAMBER o COMMERCE.
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HoNGkoNG GENERAL. CHAMBER oF CornIERCE,
Hoxcxexc, 10tk December, 1889.

Sir,—Iam directed by the Chairman, the Honourable Prineas Rynizs,
to acknowledge receipt of your esteemed communication of Gth instant,
and to state that he shall be happy to bring the snbject therein referred to
--the Stoppage of unnecessary worlk in the Harbour of this Colony on
Sundays—again to the notice of the Committee, for further consideration,-—

i I have, &ec.,
F. HTENDERSON, Seeretary,

Hon. A. Lister, Acting Colonial Secretary.

——

Hexcxoxs GENErRAL Ciauper or CoMMERCEH,
IToxckoNG, 16th December, 18889.

Siz,—Reverting to your letter of 6th instant (which I have aircady
had the pleasure of acknowledging) having reference to a despatch from
the Right Honourable the Sccretary of State foi* the Colonies inviting
Merchants and others to take voluntary action for the purpose of stopping
unnecessary work in the Harbour of this Colony on Sundays, I have now
the honour of informing you that your letter has had the careful considera-
tion of the Committee.

The question of Sunday labour has—as you are aware—been the
Subject of a Correspondence in which the Committee while expressing
sympathy with themovement regretted that the peculiar circumstances under
which trade is conducted seemed to render the suppression of Sunday labour
1 the Harbour almost impossible —even though the majority of those
:n:.erested in shipping business are unfavourably disposed towards such
abour,

The Committee though individually opposed to unnecessary Sunday

labour are unable, as a representative body, to suggest any scheme
admitting of equitable and general application calculated to bring about

the ends aimed at.-—I have, &ec.,
]

F. HENDERSON, Sccretary.

-
K

on. A. LisTER, Acting Colonial Secretary.
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Tie EasTErN ExTeNsIoN AUSTRALASIA AND ClINa
Terreraruy Codrany, LIMITED.
Tur Gurear Nortuery TrELEsrarn Conpany or CoPENIIAGEN.
HonusikoxG Starion, March 21st, 1889.
Sir,—1I obscrve from the recently published report of the Chamber
that the question of a Direct Cable between Singapore and Hongkong has
been under consideration, and I shall be very glad, if agreeable to the
Jommittee, to meet them aud give any explanation of the matter that
may be desired, as there may be some points upon which I may be able
to offer further information.—I am, &c.,
WALTER JUDD, Manager in China,
Eastern Extension Australasie & China Lelegraph Company, Limited.
Frrranron ITeNnersen, Iisq., Secretary,
Hoxguone GENERAL CroaMBer ol COMMERCE.
HonGerona, 3rd April, 1889.

Mr. Juww» by appointment appeared before the Cowmmittee of the
Chamber, and 1'eferring to the recently published Report of the Chamber
regarding the proposed Direct Cable to S.ingapore, stated :—

Actuarial Calculation.,

T'hat the acinarial calculation of the Revenue necessary to provide for
Interest, Deprecintion, Repairs and Renewals for such a cable was £30,000
per anuam for 20 years.

188G, Company takes  visk.

That in 1885 and 1886 when the question was first mooted, the
Bastern Extension Company, although their existing cahles were, and arc,
amply sufficient for the traffic, agreed in view of the strategic and political
advantages of the proposed cable, to take % of the risk, and to ask only
for a subsidy of £20,000 per annum from the Governments interested,
viz., Great Britain, Hongkong, and Singapare.

1888, Company takes § risk.

That in 188S further representations having been made to the

Company, the Directors decided to Further aid the project by taking haly

the risk and declared themselves prepared to lay the cable in consideration
of a subsidy of £15,000 per annum.
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Cuble cut in War,

That as to the question of the cable being cut in time of War, it is
practicable to do so near the landing ends, but in that case it could be
casily repaired, and it is not probable that hostile cruisers whuld be
pertmanently allowed to remain at such close quarters.

‘The cable may be grappled in deep water, but not so easily, and
unless the hostile cruisers had command of the seas, the cable cc_);ﬂd Le
repaired by the Company’s steamers under convoy.

In any case the Direct cable would not he cut until war was declared,
t‘hcrcfm'e up to the last moment the Governments of Hongkong and
Singapore would Le in constant communication with each othc: and
Home, enabling all arrangements and combinations to be made by a line
absolutely free from all possibility of Foreign control, which is 1.101: the
ease with the existing line,

. Alternative routes.

l/ XA Ty Lo H
That as to alternative routes there are only two probable o even
possible.
I By a Pacific cable to (‘anada, or the United States. T'his is so far
83 we can see or judge not at all likely to he ecstablished for mauny years
oy - i 3 . .
Lhe objections being great length, deep water, and a stormy @cean, all
N o - .
of which reuder the maincenance of the cable very difficult, uncertain, and
. aln, ¢
expensive.
$IS - .
IL. By Chinese lines. Such a route would in our opinion be neither
reliable nor guick, and many years must elapse before it could be depended
upon in troublous tiwes,

It would certainly not be frce from Foreign Control,
North Borneo.

That it might possibly he arranged that the preposed new cable

‘shoald touch at North Borneo, thus giving direct communication with a
tonutry in which Honglkong has a large and inereasing intevest, in
aldition to the hefore mentioned strategic advantages.

W. JUDD.
Hoxarone, 6th April, 1889.
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CoroxiaAL SEcrETarY’s OFFICE.
Hoxceroxe, 12th April, 1889.

Sir,—Adverting to previous correspondence, I am directed by His
Excelleiicy the Governor to transmit to you, for the consideration of the
Chamber of Commerce, the enclosed copy of a letter from the Manager in
Chins of tbe Eastern Extension Australusia and China Telegraph Com-
pany, Limited, and the Great Northern Telegraph Company of Copenhagen,
on the subject of a proposed direct telegraphic communication with Singa-
pore, and to state that the offer now made differs from the previous one
inasmuch as having all the advantages offered by the latter, it inclucles
also that of communication witi: an island of rapidly growing importance,
in which Hongkong is likely to have special interest.

. Iam toadd that His Excellency Admiral Sir NowsrLn SatnmoN bas,
since the date of the last corvespondence with the Chamber, impressed ou
the Governor the great importance of a second line of communication with
Singapore, being of opinion that, evenif the line were cut after a declaration
of war, the passage over it: of a single message to the effect’that war was
immineuns, might he werth to this Colony move than the whole of any
subsidy that has ever been asked.

Sir NowzeLr Satmos is also of ovinion that in case of war the line vid
Borneo would be of special value as being near the route of the trade
between China and Australia.

Under the circumstances His Excellency the Governor would be
glad to receive the views of the Chamber on Mr. Jupn’s communication,—
I have, &c.,

FREDERICK STEWART, Colonial Secretary,

To the Secretary,

Ilengrong GrNsnal CHsMBER oF COMMERCE.

Hoxcxoxe, 6th Apri, 1889.
Sir,—1I have the honor to state the following for the information

of His Excellency the Governor:—

It will be within His Excellency’s recollection that in 1885, 1885, and
1883, the question of a cable from Hongkong to Singapore, not touching
on Forcign territory was considered by this Government, without however

any definite decision being taken.
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I am now instructed by my Directors to inform His Escellency that
the Authorities of British North Borneo have addressed them with a view
to the estension of our system to that place by wmeans of a cable from
Singapore to British North Boruneo, touching en route at Labuan and
Sarawak.

Should this arrangement be carried out, an opportunity would Le
afforded, by continuing the new cable from North Borneo to Hongkong,
of giving this colony direct communication with that rapidly developing
conntry, and at the same time providing thatalternative route to Singapore, I
touching gllly on British territory, which bas been so generally recognized
as politically and strategically important.

I would point out that the existing cables are amply sufficient to carry
a considerable increase of the present traffic, and as the additional traffic
due to the establishment of the proposed new cable would be entirely in-
significant in proportion to the large outlay, my Directors instruet me to
state that the extension could only be carvied out in consideration of the
uadertaking being subsidised by the Governments interested.

I would mention that the subsidies named in my letter of April 14th,
1888, were for a duration of 20 years, that being the period upon which all
our actuarial calculations are bascd, and I am now instructed to enquire
whethe. the Government of Hongkong would be disposed to grant asubsidy
for 20 years for this purpose, and if so, of what atmount.

As I gather that one of the objections taken by the Chamber of
Commerce to our former proposals was that the a.dvu.ntz-»ges were purely

- political, I would now beg to poiut out that the present proposition, if

curied into effect, would subserve both political and commercial interest.—
I have, &c.,

WALTER JUDD, Manager in Chira,
Luastern Extension Australasia and China Telegraph Co., Ld.

~ I'he Hon. F. Srewart, LL.D., Colonial Sccretury.

HoNGRONG GENERAL CHAMBER Or CoMMERCE,
HoxNeroNe, 17th April, 1889.
S1r,—1I have the honour to acknowledge receipt of your communi.
cation of 12th instant, bauding copy of a letter from Mr. Jupp, Manager

1 China of the Eastern Estension Australasia and China Telegraph

N
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Company, being in continuation of previous correspondence bhaving refer-
cnce to a cable between Hongkong and Singapore, and pointing out that
in the event of the Cable being laid it would now, in all probability, be
made to connect with British North Borneo.

I am directed by my Committee to express their extreme obligation to
His Excellency the Governor for his courtesy in forwarding to them a
copy of Mr. Jupp’s letter, and to state that the guestion to which it refers
will receive their earliest consideration.—I have, &c.,

I. HENBERSON, Secretary.

Ilon. F. Srewarr, LI.D., Colonial Sccrctary.

HoxaroxG GENEraL CradiBer oF COMMERCE,

loNGroN, 11¢h Mary, 1889,

Sir,—On the 17th April I had the honour to acknowledge veceipt of
your couvmmunication of 12th idem handing copy of a letter from Mr.
Warter Juop, Manager in China of the Eastern Extension Australasia and
China Telegraph” Company, bemg in continnation of previcus correspond-
ence from that gentleman and baving reference te a proposed special cable
between this Colony and Singapore.

Since the date of my letter, as above, the subject of telegraphic com-
wunication with Singapore has again received careful consideration at the
haunds of the Committee of this Chamber, and I am directed to state for the
information of His Excelleucy the Governor that though circumstances bave
somewhat altered since the 8lst July, 1888, when they had last the pleasure
of addvessing you on the same subject, they do not consider the changes
are in themselves of sufficient importance to necessitate any modification
of the views then expressed.

The suggested connection of the proposed cable with the promising
territory which British North Borneo has now become is no doubt a factor
of very cousiderable commarcial importance, but the Comittee are not of
opinion that it in any way lessens the obligation attaching to the Imperial
Government to do all in its power to increase the effectiveness of two such
important coaling stations as Singapore and Hongkong.
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These views are strengthened Ly the fact that the Home authoritics
readily admit the necessity for complete effectiveness at Eastern coaling
stations and the Committee of this Chamber therefore still deprecate the
appropriation of any portion of the Colony's revenue to subsidising «
special cable,—I have, &c.,

F. HHIENDERSON, Secretary.
Hon, I, Stewart, LI.D., Colonial Secretary.

Qr.
8.5 SARA, QUESTION OF MARITIME LIEN AS
REGARDS MASTER AND MORTGAGEE.

Cuavprr or COMMERCE,
SINGAYORE, 26th July, 1889.
Dz Sir,—My Committee desire to draw the special attention of your
Chamber to the rvecent decision of the Iouse of Lords, in the case of ihe
S.8. Sara as reported in the London Times of 28th May last, a decision
which in & great measure alters the powxition of ship agents to the owners of

steam vessels, in so far as it deprives the draft of the Master on the owner,

. r . - . .
for necessary disburscaents of the preferential lien on the vessel, which it

has Leen hitherto supposed to possess.

I beg 1o forward a copy of o letter whieh this Chamber has addresscd

to the London Chamber of Commerce on the subject. My Comimittee

would e glad to learn if yow Chamber is disposed to take action oun similar

lines in thiz most important mattcr.— Yours &e.,

ALEX. GENTLE, Secretary.

Tle Secretary,
HoNGkoNG GENERAL CHAMBER or COMMERCE, HONGKONG.

(Copy.)

CHAMBER 01 CONMMERCEF,
SINGATVORE, 23rd July, 1889.

Dear Sir,—The attention of this Chamher has been drawn to the

recent deeision of the House of Lords in the case of the steam-ship Sara, as

reperted in the London Times of 28th May lust, reversing the jndgment cf
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the Admiralty Court and Court of Appeal and upsetting the principle which
has hitherto governed commercial usage, supported by not a few decisionsy
of the Admiralty Court, that the Master of & vessol has a maritime lien on
the ship for necessary disbursements, in priority to a mortgagee.

The judgment has attracted so much attention in mercantile cirecles and
its practical cffects are so obvions that it must be quite unnecessary to
disenss them here; but I am directed to invite your consideration to the
important bearing which this new interpretation of commerecial law has on a

- Colony like that of Singapore—oue of the chief coaling stations in the world
—a port of call for vessels of every class~—where nothing is more common
than for steamers to be coaled and victunled on the credit solely of tle
Masters’ draft. 'The effect of the recent decision will be that steamers will
Lecome liable, in many instances where the owners are of no great repnte, to
be detaincd in port panding paymsut of thedishursemoants incurred, involving
havassing delay, the raising of delicate questions as to the credit of owners
and otherwise expising those who supply the necessaries, without which the
vessel could not procezd, to risks which they canuot in fairness be expected
to undertake. .

My Committee desire to place themselves in communieation with your
Chamber on this impartant subjoet and to join &1 any ectforts that may be
made at home to bring commercial usage in this respect under the proteetion
of the law, or failing this, to promote such a change in the law as may he
required to malke the ship a real security for necessary disbursements.

I am to add that this Chamber has addressed the Chambers of Com-
merce of Tlongkong and Penang, with a iew to joiut action in this most
important maiter.—I am, &e.,

ALEX. GENTLE, Secretary.
To the Seeretary,

()

Loxpox CisasBEr or Comminrcs, LONDON.

Hoxekone GineRAL CHAMBER oF (OMMERCE,
HoxcroNa, 10th Adugust, 1889.
Sir,—I have the pluasuse to own receip: of your esteemed favowrs (tivo)
of 26th ultimo, and beg to thank you for copy of your letter to the London
Chamber regarding the decisicn of the House of Lords in appeal »e the

steamer Sare,
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The question involved in their Lordships’ decision is one of very consid-
erable interest, and I shali have much pleasure in bringing it to the notico
of the Committez, and also of again addressing you later on.—I remain, &e.,

F. HEENDERSON, Secretary.
Arex. GeNrLy, Esq., Seeretary,
CraMBER 017 COMMERCE, SINGAPORE.

Honeroxe GENERAL CiaMBieR or COMMERCE,
HoNGRONG, 8¢k (Jctober, 1889.

Diar Sii,—1I have the pleasure to band you, hercin, copy of a letter to
the Secretary of the London Chamber of this date, having reference to the
above case, which, you will notice, ouly confirms the welt founded opinions
to which you gave expression in your letter of 26th July, also addressed to
the London Chamber. In these views the Committee of this Chamber
eutirely concur.

T'he Committee has reason to Lelieve that steps have alvealy been taken
in London which may perbaps render auny forther action iu the part of
Forcign Chambers nunecessary.

Shpuld further action, however, become nceessary later on this C‘hamber
will gladly join with you in any cndeavours to bring about a change.—
[ am, &c.,

F. HENDERSON, Secretary.
ALEX. GENTLE, Iisq., Secretary,
CHAMBER OF COMMERCE, SINGAPORE.

HoxexoNG GENERAL CHAMBER OF COMMERCE,
Hoxckong, 8tk October, 1889.
Drar Sie,—This Chamber has becn favoured with copy of a letter of
23rd July addressed to you by the Singapore Chamber and having reference

to the dicision of the House of Lords in the above case, ruling that the

Master had no Maritime lien on the Ship for .necessary dishursements, in

priovity to a Mortgagec.

This Chamber fully concurs in the opinions expressed by the Singapore
hamber as to the difficulties certain to arise out of the above dicision, and
the hindrance to shipping business generally involved therein.
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The nhove decision, upsetting as it does, what has long been a supposed
well-cstablished fact in law, has naturally attracted cownsiderable attention,
and it is understood that a movement has already been started in Eungland
with the view of bringing about & change which may pcrhabs render any

further wetion in the part of Forcign Chambers unnecessary.—I am, &c.,
. HENDER SON, Secretary.

Kunric B. Murray, Esq., Seeretary,
CHAMEER OF COoMMERGE, LONDON,

CrAMBER OF COMMERCE,
SINGAPORE, 18th October, 1889.

Dear Sir,—I bez to acknowledge receipt of your letter of 8th instavt,
and 1r.1y Committee have vcad with interest the enclosed copy of yonr letter
to the London Chamber of Commerce re the Sara decision.

Information bas reached this Chamber, and will no donbt reach vou in
due conrse, that an Imperial Act, entitled— An Aet to wmnend the Merchard

1

Shipping Aet, 1854, and tie Acts amending 1he same,” was passed on 26th
August last, which confers a Mavitime lien upon the Master for disbursc-
ments properly made by him on accunt ol the ship and for liabilities pro-
perly ineurred by him on aceount of the ship.

The law and commercial usage are, therefore, once more in aecord on this
point.—Yours, &c.,

ALEX. GENTLE, Secretary.
To the Secretary,
Hoxekoxe Gexeral Cuauser or ConsMerce, Hoxeroxe.

HHoNGKONG GrNERAL Cravpiir OF COMMERCE,
HoxGxoNG, 30th Octeber, 1889.

DeaRr Sir,—1I have the pleasure to own receiﬁt of your esteemed favour
of 18th instaut, and Leg to thank you for the information conveyed therein
that an amended Shippiug Act has been passed in August, conferring upon
the Master of a vessel a Maritime lien for disbursements in priority to the

Mortgagees.

[ 53]
J.

It is satisfactory to know that what was long supposed to be a well-
established fact is now by Imperial enactment a law of the. land, and that
a threatened hindrance to shipping business has been averted.—I remain, &e.,

F. HENDERSON, Secretary.
Avex. GExtLg, Esq., Secretary,
CaaMBER OF (COMMERCL, SINGAPORE.

—_——

From ¢ China Mail.”

20th September, 1889.
The decision of the Honse of Lords in the case of the steamer Sara is
of peculiar interest, npsetting as it docs what was

established fact, that the Master had a mar

long supp:osed to be a well-
itime licu on the vesse! for disburse-
menis, i priority to the Mortgagees. Briefly stated the case is this :

Captain
Baxkr of the S.S.

Sara, while on a voyage from the River Plate to
Autwerp, cailed at St. Vincent for the purpose of coaling, aud nuder instruc-
tions frem his managing owuers, and, in the usual course of business, drew
upon them for cost of coal and ordinary port charges, which bill on presen-
tation was dishonoured, and payment refused. The steamer was morteaced
to Hamirron anl another (Appellants), from whom Captain BAKER ?Rc:.\s-
pondent) sought to recover the amount of his bill (with interest) for disburse-
ments.  The case was tried before Mr. JusticeE Burr, who held that the
Master (Respondent) had a maritime lien on the vessel, for the disbursements
in priority to the Mortgagees (Appellants), and gave judgment in his fuvour.,
Mr. Justice Burr's judgment was afterwards npheld by the Court of
Appezl, consisting of the Master of the Rolls {Lord Esnre) and Lord Justices
Li¥nLEY and Lerrs. In the House of Liords, before the Lord Chancellor,
Lord Watsown, and Lord MacNAGHTON,

the judgment of the Cort of Appeal
Was reversed, with costs.

x=.

OFFICE OF THE Hoveroxeg, Canton & Macao STEAM-BesT Co., Lb.,
Hoxerexe, Sth October, 1889,
- DEAr Srp,—We beg to enclose for the perusal of your Chamber, six
‘topies of a pamphlet we have had printed detailing fully the hardship and
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difficalties with which our trade is surrounded in the ruuning ef river
steamers between this Port and Canton owing to the oppressive legislation
of this Colony.

We need not enlarge here upon the case which is so fully set forth in
the printed matter herewith, bat we do Lope that we may receive the aid of
your Chamber’s support to help us in redressing the trammels to which our

trade is subjected.—We remain, &c.,

Tuos. ARNOLD, Secretary,
Jionghong, Canton & Alccao Steam-boat Co., Ld.

BUTTERFIELD & SWIRE, Agents,
Chine Navigation Company, Limited.

-
FurLrarrony Hexpersoy, Esq.,
Secretary. HoxeRONG GENERAL CHAMBER OF COMMERCE.

Correspondence of the Qonghkong, Canton and Macao Steam-Boat Company,
Limited, and the Chlina Navigation Company, Limited, with the Iloiiy-
kong Government, upin the sulject of" Smuggling by the River

Steamers (o Canton.

Hoxuroxs, 22nd September, 1888.

Sir,—We beg to direet the attention of His Lixcellency the Governor
to the working of the Upium Ordinances of the Colony so far as they affect
our business of ship-owners running aregular service of Steam-Loats between
thix port and Canton.

For some time past we have found a great increase of smuggling Ly owr
steamers into Canton of prepared Opium.

This prepared Opium, we have not the slightest hesitation in stating. is
the property of the Opium Farrer, and that he suborns owr Native employées
on the vessels, to assizt him in ruoning the drug into China witheut payment
of duty.

It is impossible in these vessels, for the personnel most of them in the
puy of the Opium Farmer, to institute a search that shall lead to the disce-

very of the smuggled drug.  When we mention that the vessels are frequently

in the hands of a scientific search party from the Chinese Customs for several
hours, and that they fail tu detect the presence of the Opimn, which they

hnoie to be on bourd, you will readily understand the difficulties that beset ns.

The frequent contraventions of the Chinese Customs regnlations have
causcd the Cnsfoms to hecome very severe npou us, and they 10w threaten to

{ine us heavity for each breawch that occurs, while, if the smuggling continue,

we should not be swrprised if an attempt were made fo withdraw the privi-
lege we enjoy in running these River Steamers, which would most seriously
cripple our trade.

The remedy is not casy to find. If it could be insisted upon that the
Opium Farmer car-marked each package of prepared Opinm that left his
control and Kept a register thereof so that the recipient could betraced, and
that the Ifarmer’s responsibility in respect of this Opium did not cease till it
paid duty at the Chinese Customs, the relief we desire might be obtaived. It
is quite possible for the supposed intermediary to destroy the identity of the
package after it left the Farmer’s premises which would render the precaution

of ear-marking the package nugatory.

It seems to us, therefore, the only method of really meeting the difficulty
would be to make the Farmer respeasible for all the consequences of smuggled

Opicm that is seized by the Chinese Customns. Such n conrse may appear

drastic, bt we feel certnin he has the power and couid take such precautions

as wonld make the liability merely nominal.

We pass over the less of freight that we sustain through this iilieit

walfie, for we do not obtain a cent on the carriage of the drug.

Another point to which we desire to direct atteation is the system

adopted by the Opinm I'armer on arrival of each River Steamer from Canton.

A posse of his native servants invade our private wharves and steamers, and

insist upon searching the baggage, ete. of the passengers as they land. This

aetion is so contrary to the traditions of a “free port” that we are loth to

~ believe it meets the sanction of the Government.

On reference to the Ordinance 1 of 1884, Scction 27, it is lawful for wn

Tnspecter of Police, having reasonable ground {er believing that there is
P 4 s g

boiled or prepared Opium in any ghip within the waters of the Colony to
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take the action which daily oceurs on board our steamers, but the Officer to seizure of this @pinm; called on Loard and demanded that the three tins

lie employed is an Inspector of Police, not the Farmer’s native runners, and zhould be delivered to him ou behal{ of the Opium Farmer. The three tius
he must have a * reasonzble belief.” of Opium were banded to him.
This “belict” ean harldly be *“veasonable’ when it is applied to, say, It cannot he traced accurately whether the implicated stewavd, on the
1000 to 1500 passengers per diem. Opium beiug take: from him, proceeded at once te give notice to the Opivra
Ordinance 22 of 1887, Scction 20, permits of similar search ou board Farmer of what had oceurred, but it is knowu he left the vessel quickly.
vessels, but the Officer must be not under the rank of a Sorgeant for the There cau be no shadow ot a doubt that he at once informed his employer
scarch for «aw Cpium. : of the occurrence hence the visit of the Excise Officer whe demanded, not to
So that unless we have misinterpretod the powers of the Opium Farmer, search the vessel if he had that pewer, but that the three tins taken pesses-
hiss action hitherto has been wlera vires. On the other hand, should he be sion of by the Chicf Officer should be restored to him, shewing he was ac-
within his rights we would suggest that a remady be found to limit the in- anrately informed of what had actually taken place.
convenience to which passengers by the Canton Steamers are subjected.—We The connivance, if not the actual implicatiou, of the Opinm Farmer i
have, &e. * plainly indicated iu this case, and we will be glad if the Government will
Tios. ARNOLD, Secretary, - direct snch steps be takeu as shall prevent our being subjected to the recur-
Honglorg, Canton and Macao Steamn- rence of these initiatory acts of smuggling, which as you are fully aware, are
hoat Company, Lintited. fraught with most serious consequences to the steamerat Canton.—WVe have,
BUTTERFIELD & SWIRE, &e.
Agents, China Navigation Company, Ld. . BUTTERFIELD & SWIRE,
The Hou. F. Stewarr, M.A., LL.D., E Agents, China Navigation Company, Limited.

‘olonial Sceretary.
P R The Hon. ¥. StEwart, M.A., LL.D,,

Coloninl Secretary.

Hoxarong, 23rd Octoder, 1888.

S1R,—As bearing upon the joint letter addressed to you by the Hong-

koug and 2Macso Steam-boat C ny an selves on the 22nd September " .
ig and 2acso Steam-boat Company and ourselves o Septembe No. 1,526. COLONIAL SECRETARY’S O¥FICE,

last, on the diidiculties we enconnter from the smuggling of Opium by our
’ - I I v Hoxckexa, 24th October, 1888.

river steamer tradiug to Canton, with which we believe the Opium Farmer
i intimately conuectel, we beg to bring to vour notice the following incident. Sir,—Iu reply to the joint letter from yoursclf and the Ageuts of the
(1. e PN v P ; . .
On the 19th instant, at about 7.15 i.a1., the Chief Officer of the /fankow China Navigation Company, Limited, dated 22nd ultimo ou the question f

detected oncof the stesvardsof the vessel with two tins of Opinm in oue of the vepared Opium smuggled into Canton by the river steamers, I have tle

A . - 11% 1 o . 3 +H
first-clags state-rooms, which he was about to sceret.  The Chief Ofticer took lotour, by dircetion of the Governor, to state that the suggestion that the

possession of the Opium pending the arvival of the Captain, who was absent, Jpium Farmer should be held responsible, if possible, for all prepared Opium

fc 4 ' p A1 o v ST
for instructions.  Sabsejuently, about 8.30 v, the watchman of the steamer ound on the Canton Steamers, nutil it paicl duty to the Canton Customs, is

discovere:] another tin which was also handed the Chief Officer. At 11 r.ar, impracticable, and would be also recoguisiug a principle which cannst te

' o S e 1 alers in 'piece- s mi - ; ;
a man #amed ALLt Bux who represented himself to be an Exeise Officer and Acceded to.  The dealers in“piece-goods might equally he held responsille

- = g o . Ior 1 3 f , ) 3 S s 4 . Q R ol
produced @ General Wearrant, No. 28, not a Speecific Wurrant, tor the s their payment of duty all along the Chinese Coast; anl, as Opium is
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smuggled from Macao and other places just as mucl as from Hongkong, Ilis
Lxcellency is of opinion that such a course ax that snggested Ly you would
be mauifestly unjust to the Opium Yarmer.—I have, &c.,

FREDERICK STEWART,

Colonial Secretary.

T. ArNoLy, Iisq., Secretary,
HoxGKONG, CANTON AND MACAO STEAMBOAT Coyrany, LIMITED.

q SECRETARY’s OFFICE
No. 1,563. COLONIAL SECRETA ,

HoxGKONG, 3rd November, 1888.

GENTLEMEN,—Adverting to your letter of the 231l ultimo, rexpecting
the recent seizure of Opium on board tho.S. S. Jlankow, I am directed by
the Governor to inform vou that His Iixcelleney is advised that the law
requires that the Excise Officer into whose possession the Opinm was giveu
should hold it subject to adjudication by a Magistrate,

IIis Lixcellency is Further advised that it would be ell if the China
Steam Navigatien Company were represente ] when tho case is brought up
for adjudication at the Magistracy, to sce that the facts stated in your letter
are brought before the Magistrate.—I have, &e.,

FREDERICK STEWART,
Colonial Sccretary.
Messrs. BUTTERFIELD & SWIRE,

Agents, China Stenm Navigation Company, Limited.

Orrice or THE HONGKONG, Caxton & Macao
SteAaM-5oAT CoyMPraNy, LisiTED.
HoNGroNG, 24th September, 1889.
Sir,—Referring to our joint letter to you of the 22nd September last
year anl to a letter addressd to you by Messrs. BUTTERFIELD & SWIRE on
the 23rd October last, both dealing with the subject of the smuggling of
Opium on the river steamers plying hetween EHongkong and Cantou; we

bave now the honour to forward for the consideration of His Excellency the
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Governor, roports, ¢cut from recent uumbers of the Daily Fress of two cases
tried in the Police Court, one before the Ilonourable Mr. WopxHoUSE, C.M.G.,
and the other before Mr. Ropixsox, illustrative of the same subjeet and phase
of the subject, to which we last year tovk leave to call His Excelleucy’s
attention.

In our joint letter of 22ud September we mentioned the then quiio
recent increase in the number of the attempts to stouggle preparad Opinm to
Canton by the river stcamers. We stated, unhesitatingly, that frora the in-
formation in onr pogsession, we were satisfied that the licensed Opium Farmer
was the principal otfender.  We pointed our the grave difficultics we buad'in
defending ourselves against these attempts, aud the risk of heavy loss (even
of eonfiscation of our steamers) that we ran in Canton from the growing
irritation of the Cliluese authorities at this great inerease in smuggling.  We
suggested some possible remedies and asked for the cousideration and p o-
tection of the Governmenr,

Iu Messrs. BurrerriaLp & Swire’s letter of the 23rd October tley
reported a case in which prepared Opium found by the Ofiicers of the Hankorw,
on board of that vessel, was claimed within an hour or two by the @pium
Farmer, under the provisions of Scectior 2 of the Opium Ordinauce of 138:L

To ncither of thesc letters did we receive any satisfactory reply : to the
first menticued the auswer was, that one of our proposed remedies was im-
practicable ; to the other that we bad letter attend at the I’olice Court and

get the matter investigated.

We have now the honour to call your attention seriously to the state of
~affairs. Prepured Opium is being coustantly smuggled hence to Canton by
our steamers: our Oftficers (o their best to check it: we employ an ex-
Customs Officer and staff of six men as a private preventive service; we
;inlstantly dismiss from our staff any man against whom thercis even a shadow
I_;f suspicion ; and all without effect, Lecausc the Opium Farmer and Lis
Excise Officers, who ouglit to be our protection, are themselves the smugglers
or in league with them.
~ Consider first that it is absolutely and nadeniably the Farmer’s intercst
at 15 much as possible sheuld be smuggled. He has no trade with China
in prepared Opium unless it is so introduced : the more that can be pasted

China the more he is callel on to supply and the greater his profits.
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Iivev if not actively engaged in the traffic, it is nnreasonable to suppose that
But we arc coufident that hc actively assists in

he will actively oppose it.
First, no onc has ever beard of

tbe smuggling by himself and his officers.
any seizure by his officers of prepared Opium going out of Hongkong, so that
it passes freely iu the streets or in boats and elsewhere: the smallest portion
attempted to be brought in however, is seized remorselessly. Secondly : if
prepared Opium is found on board auy stcamer in this harbour onits way to
China, i¢ is scized by the vessel’s officers iu the performance of their duty :
the Opinm Farmer Lears of it at once; his officers clatm it ; the Opium is
declared forfeited by a Magistrate, and uader the existing Government under-
standing with the Farmer, it is entirely given up to him, so that there is no
loss either to the Farmer or those iuterested in the smuggling.

The first of the two eases sent heresith, tricd before Mr. Roninson o

the 18th and 19th instant is conclusive. Mr. LLosAN, our preventive oflicer

liere had information that Opium was to be pnt on board the Honam for
conveyance to Canton, He searched for it; found it: and gaveit to the Captain,
whosecured it in alocker. Within an hour of the occurrence, the Opium Farmer
himself hal notice, uot of the original conveyance on board, but of the seizure
by the Captain and Officers, and his Chief Excize Officer “went on board, not

to search for Opimm generally, but to demand the delivery to him of that

specific Opium, aetualty knowing where it was locked up.  We retained Mr.

Francis, Q.C,, to assist at the investigation of the case, and the Magistrate

practically declined to hear onr evidence as to where that Opium came from

as irrelevant to the question befors him. IIe held Captain LEFAVOUR’s

possession of the Onium, although found by him on Loard of his steamer and

brought therc under circumstances that might involve the steamer in the
greatest risks, nnlawful. The Opinm, 24 tius, was counfiscated, and althongh
the Magistrate refused to make any order, the Opium I'armer asserted in
open Ceurt that he “ would get it, anyhow.”

We forward you declarations by Mr. Locax, and by three Chinese,
most carefully taken, which will show conclusively whence this Opium came,
and should Jeave no doubt in your mind that it was conveyed from a licensel
dealer and was under the Opinm Farmer’s protection.

The second case we hand you does not directly affect us, but it shows,

in active operafien, exactly the same tactics in regard toraw Opiwm. It
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On the other hand, the Chinese Authorities insist upon holding the ship
and owners respousible for ull breaches of their regulations:.  Thus, between
the two Giovernments, at cach end of the steamers’ route, we arc compelled
to suffer innocently from no fanit of our own.

We send a copy of this letter and of the papers submitted herewith to
the Commissioner of Customs at Kowloon, Mr. MoRGAN, for the information
of the Chinese GGovernment.

We arc also addressing the Right Honourable the Sceretary of State for

the Colouics direet on the subject.—We have, &e.

Tuos. ARNOLD,
Secretary of the Honghong, Canton and Macao
Steam-hoat Company, Limited.

BUTTERFIELD & SWIRE,
Agents of the China Navigation Company, Limited.

The Hon. Tue ConoNian SECrRETARY, [HONGKRONG.

No. 2,452 COLONIAL SECRETARY'S OFFICE,

NP D

[ToxcxoNG, 30th September, 1889.

Siit,—I am directed by the Governor to inform you that the joint letfer
signed by voursclf and Messrs. BUTTERFIELD AND Swirr, dated the 24th
inétam, with its enclosures, regarding certain actious of the Opium Farmer,
was to-day duly laid before Hix Iixeelleney.

I am ro state that your representations appear to establish a case for
redress, and that the cxceedingly diffienlt question us to the mode in which
this can be afforded, is receiving [is Iixcelleuey’s eavetnd attention.—1I have,
&e.

F. II. MAY,

Aeting Assistant Colonial Secretary.

T. Arnorp, Esq., Secretary,
Hoxcicone, CaxTon anp Macao STEAM-BoAT Codraxy, Limirep,

Sy, &c., &e.
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Orvice or tHE Hoxorong, Caxtoxn & Macao Srfav-rosr CoMrany, Lp.
IIO!\'(‘H{?NG, 2nd October, 1889.

Sik,— As further itlnstratiug the evils complained of in my letter of the
24th ultimo, I beg to bring to the notice of His lixcelleuey the Governor an
incident which oceurred last evening.

At 8.30 por the Company’s chief Preventive Ofticer, Mr. J. H. Loagax,
ohserved a licensed sampan (No. 2,844) alongside the stcamer Honam. A
man in the sampan, who was identifie:d as a fireman recently clischarged from
the Company’s service for being concerned iu smuggling, was abont to pass a
package on board the steamer to some member ol the crew. When the
oceupants of the sampan observed our pré\'enlire officer they at once pulled
away from the stcamer to the Praya Wall, a few vards distant.

In the meantime Mr. Locan had sent for Enropean Police Constable
No. 72 who took the Opium (14 Tins) found in the sampan arnd the man who
had it in charge to thie Police Station. Ou the way to the Station, the party
was joined by an Excise Ofticer who stated that he had been sent by the
Opium Farner to look after the drug.

At the Station the Actiig Inspector was unable to take any charge as
the Opium was covercd by a permit from the Farimer in favour of the Min
Fien licensed Opium shop. The tins were therefore restored to the would-
lie smuggler, who will doubtless, encouraged by success, continue his cfforis
to pass them on board one or other of out* steamers until he manages to elude
the vigitance of the Company’s Officers.—I have, &e.,

Tros. ARNOLD,
Secretary, The Honghong, Canton and Macao
Steam-hoat Company, Limited.

¥. H. May, Esq., Acting Assistant Colonial Secretary.

HoncroNG GENERAL CuaMBER OF COMMERCE,
HoxGi<ena, 12th October, 1889,

Deap Sirs,—I bave to thank you for yourr esteemed favour of 5th
instant, and Pamphlet, both baving reference to the vexed question of
Sniuggling on board the River Steamers.
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I had yesterday the pleasure of placing these before the Committee,
when the question was fully discussed and as a preliminary measure the
Hon. Privgas RYrie was'asked to bring the matter before the Legislative
Council, and in a form ihat would admit of open discussion, prominence
to be given to the question, was there any understanding with the Opium
Farmer that all confiscated drug was to be delivered up to him.—TIam, &ec.,

F. HENDERSON, Secretary.
T. Ar~oLp, Esq., Secretary,

Hongtkong, Canton & Macao Steam-boat Co., Ld.
Messrs. BUTTERFIELD & SWIRE, Agends,
China Navigation Company, Limited.

From the * China Mail.’
1T onNg1:0NG, 27th November, 1889.

My, Ryriz.—Your Excellency, I have to move pursuant to notice—Thyt

the Execntive he requested to lay on the table the eXisfing agreement with

the Qpinm Iarmer and all papers relating thereto. I think Mr. MacEw kx

will secowd the motion. I Lelicve it will be apparent from the wording of

the motion what its objects are. It cemes from thie two Steamboat Com-

punies, who wish to be placed in a proper position with regard to the Opiii

Ordinance. At present they are really quite in the dark as to the powers the
Opium Tarmer hax. He cluims certai powers, and these are afterwards
disputed by the Police Magistrate, and altogether the question seems to be in
a very donbtful position in the meantime. Smuggling goes on to a very
large extent, and the Chinese Imperial Customs are complaining of it; they
suffer in the first instance, but tlen they fail back on the Steamboat Coui-
panics aud muke them the scapegoats of the misdemeanours of those wlio
smnggle opium from this port to Canton. The Steamboat Companies lave
done everything in their power; they have a special detectivein their xervice
with a staff of Chinese detectives under him, and they do all in their power,
but il the smugglers manage to pass opium on hoard the steamers, and il:c
compainies are of opinion that regulations might be made to clieck it, to &
certain extent at least. I don’t think there will ever be any regnlations hat

will stop it entirely. In one case we had the other day, where twenty-four
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tins of prepared opimm were scizad on beard one of the steamers, the mutter
came hefore the Police Court, and the Steamboat Companices distinetly traced
this opium to one of the licensed opium shops. They traced it without a
donbt whatever, and there must be something done to prevent the possihle
risks inenrred by potting opium on board the steamers in what are called
‘hides.” I think myself it should be made a eriminal offence in anyone who
can be found to have put opinm on board any of the stcamers in this way,
aud that would pechaps help to stop the evil. At auy rate the m vtter has
heen considered by the Steamboat Companies, by the Imperial Maritime
Customs and the Chamber of Commerce, and they have decided that as a
preliminary step we should ask vour Jxcellency to lay on the table the
papers I have uow requested by my motion. I daresay yonr Iixcellency knows
from communications from other quarters that there has been a good deul of
smuggling, and I think the only thing that can be done is to devise some
means which will to a great extent put a stop to the practice. It is cons-
tantly getting the stewmers into trouble and they have nothing to do with it.
The Steamboat Companies do their utmost to stop it but the law as it now

stands renders futile any exertions they may make.
Mr. MacEwex.—I beg to second the motion.

His Exccllency.—I am qnite willing to lay on the table the existing
agreement with the Opium Farmer, because, in fact, it has alrcady been
published. If it has bean overlooked that it was published it: may be useful
to tay it on the table again so that it may be printed aud that copies may: be
handed to those who arc interested in the matter. I don’t exactly under-
stand, however, what kind of papers connccted with the opium contract the
Hon. member refers to, and I don’t sce how any such papers can throw any
further light on the contract than the coutract does in its own terms. It was
pnblished for some weeks—that is, the form of the contract—Dbefore it was
cntered into, giving due notice to everybody concerned, anil it was only
cntered into afterit had met with due consideration. OF course it is some-
what late in the day now to take it up, the contract having been concluded,
and if we were about to alter its terms now of conrse that could only be done
mnder very large compensation. At the same time the Hon. member asks
for correspondence, and I don’t see, as I said before, how that correspondence

can throw further light on the contract than the contract itself gives. As to
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giving np the confidential earrespondenge which took place previously and
which led the Goveritor in Couneil to iuclude in the contract those terms
which were inusual and which were introduced for the very purpose which
the Hon. member has in view, to prevent opinm smuggling to China, of course
I could not do i, Lecanze most of it is confidential and is written to the
Government by people who certainly wonld not desire their uames to he made
public. I don’t see that any advantage wounld be gained by it at any rate,
because the result is there, either good or bad, and if it is bad it is open to
attack. Therefore I don’t see that the correspondence would help in any way.
If the Hon. member would doseribe to me further either by letter orin an
interview what correspondence hie moans, of cowrse it it is of a kind thar is
not confidential and if it wonld assist his case I wonld be most happy to give
it, but T can’t sce what correspondence we have that could possibly assist
him. The Hon. member knows perfectly well that this subject has given e
a large amonnt of anxicty. I am quite aware there are grounds for com-
plaint, and serious gromuds of complaint from the point of view of the Hon.
member and of the Govermment zlso. 1 think he was made aware Iately
that we have now under consideration an Ordinance intended to meet the very
object which the ITou. member desives, and I think that if that should bs in
any way [ound wanting it will be time then, when the Ordinanece comes up
for consideration, for the Hon. member to propose the necessary amendments.
Beyond that I veally don’t sce at this mement that anything more can he
done. I helieve the Ordinance is quite ready, and probably next week we
shall have the first reading; and if the Hon. member is net satistied his
remedy is close ut hand. Bevond that I don’t sec that T can do anything

further to-day than to request that the contract with the Opium Farmer li¢
laicl on the table.

Mr. Ryrie.—1 shall be quite satisficd with that, after what your Ex-
cellency has said.

The Acting Colonial Secretary.—I have now tolay on the table the
form of contract with the Opium Farmer as passed, #nd in doing so I should
just like to explain one point alluded to Ly the HTon. member. He said the
opiinnin the recent ouse referved to was traced to n lieensed opium shop.
Now, s a metter of fact these opium shops exlst for the purpose of selling

opium to anybody who applies forit, and opium is sold hy them just as opeuly
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and as freely as tobaceo or spirits are sold in ticensed shops in Ingland,
There is nothing to prevent the Hou. member or myself or anybody else
buying as much opinm there as we like, to take it to Macao or Canton or
anywhers else that we may choose. Prepared opinm is freely sold by these
shops, and they exist for no other purpose but to sell it to any person who
may happen to want it. Thercfore the fact that it was traced to a licensed
shop does not mean anything ; if it had been traced to an unlicensed opinm

shop that. wonld be a different matter.

Xae
LEASTERN POSTAL RATES.
Tur Loxpox CitadMBER or CoMDIERCE, INCORPORATED,

Botoren Ilovsg, Esstcuear, Lovoox, E.C.,
6tl. Septeimber, 1889.

Dear Sir,—I am in receipt of yonrs of 1st August and am pleased to
share your gratification thnt united action of the various Chambers has proved
siieeessful in abrogating the privileges of foreign mail steamers in Eastern
Waters. I trust that this cxperience of the value of united action will enable
us to co-operate oftener aml on other matters of mutual interest.

I enclose a circular showing what we have doue in regard to Eastern
Postal Rates, but although my plans were carcfully laid to raise a debate in
Pariiament in regard to the same when the Postal Budget should come under
discussion, they were defeated owing to the sndden and unexpected with-
drawal of the Tithes Bill whieh bronght on the discussion of the Postal Bud-
wet in the small hours of the morning when it was impossible to bring Mem-
bers of Parliament together in any numbers. Next session however I hope
to take measnres early and at least to make the Post Office feel that its ac-
tion is wader surveillance and that we shall continue to annoy the Adminis-
tration at every step and every opportunity until we get the rates reduced.

I trust therefore you will be good enough to communieate with the other
Eastern Chambers on this subject and to continne to agitatc actively from
vour side both through the press and by official communications of all kinds.
I am, &e., ]

KENRIC B. MURRAY, Secretary.
I. HexmErsoN, Esq., Seeretary,
Hoxcrxone ClIAMBER or CeMMERCE.
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Tun LoNpon CHAMBER 018 COMMERCE (INCORPORATED,)
Bororri Housk, Easrcuear, E.C.,
17th August. 1889.

Sie—Roferriug to my cireular letter of the Tth D.cember last, rclating
to a proposed Depntation to the Chancellor of the Iixchequer, and forwarding
copies of correspondence with Easteru Chambers of Commerce (reprint en-
closed ), and also with the Postinaster-General, on the subject of the high
rates of postage levied on British compared with Forcign letters, I now beg
to advise you that, in licu of the Depntation, the guestion of these rates will
be wraised in the House of Commons, on consideration of the Postal Esti-
mates.

In view of the uncertainty of the date when the Postal Iistimates will
come up for discussion, I venture to remind yon of the leading features of
this qnestion, in the hope that you will be able to be present and urge the
reduction of the rates.

At the present moment British letters sent to the Fast are charged post-
age at the rate of 5d. per half-cuuce whether sent by British or Iforeign Mail
vessels. The charge ou letters despatched from Continental competitors to
the same destinations is, in the majority of instances, only £1d. per half-ouuee
whether conveyed by British or Iforeign Mail Vessels.

As an instauce of the anomalous position of the British Poxtal Service
in the Iast, it has Leen admitted as a fact {hat at Shanghai it is possible to
send letters through the French and German Post Offices to the United
Kingdom by the subsidised P. & O. Mail steamers at a lower rate than when
sent throngh the British Post Office in that city.

It is urged on the part of the Jost Office that the prescut cost of earringe
for mail matter—even with the &d. per half-ounce yate—is heavier than the
receipts. Yet, concurrently with this less, the Department, under the Postal
Union, conveys letters of Ccmpetitive Centinental traders on ypayment of
15d. per half-onnce out of the 24d. rate. From this it appears that British
correspondents are called upon not ouly to subsidise vessels for the carriage
of their own letters, but also to bear the hurden of expenditure entailed by

the low rate for their competitors’ letters.

It is also contended that a reduction of the postal surplus, by devoting

a part of it to lowering the rater, would entail new taxation. But, in con-
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nection with the new mail coutract for the Eastern service, a saving of
£95,000 was effected withont any reduction ensuing in the postal rates for
India and the East, it being understood thet this saving was devoted to
lowering the Australasian rates. Further, it would be nufair to eall nupon
the supporters of rednced rates to suggest what should be dona to repair any
breach in the surplus, since the present position has Leen renched through
the Treasnry relying upon the Post Offico as a revenne-producing Depart-
ment, to the detriment of the customers of the Post Office, and it is for the
Treasury to decile what should be the new departure,

On these facts, and others which will donbtless have reached yon, I-am
desired hy my Couneil to express the earnest hope that it may be possible
for yon to attend in the Ifonsa when the Postal Estimates are rcached, and
to speak in snpport of a reduction in the rates to the Eust—u reform which
has been unanimousiy wged by the Association of Chambers of Commerece
of the United Kingdom, by the IEast India and China Trade Section of this
Chamber, and almost the entire commercial community of India, the Chinese

and other far Eastern ports.—1 am, &ec.,

KENRIC B. MURRAY, Secretary.

Hovcroxe¢ GENERAL CiraMBER oF COMMERCE,
Hoxeroxe, 14¢h October, 1889.

Desr Sir,—I have much pleasure in forwarding to you at the resquest
of Mr. MuRRaY, Secretary of the London Chamber, the enclosed copy of his
letter of 6th September having reference to the Iastern Postal Rates, and to
tbe intention of his Chamber to again bring the subject forward on the re-
opening of Parliament.

The question has already been brought to the notice of this Chamber
by Mr. MuRRrRAY, and I venture to ask your attentien to the correspondence
relating thereto published in the Report for 1888.—1 am, &ec.,

F. IIENDIERSON, Secretary.

A. G. Woop, Isq.,

Chairman, GENERAL CHAMBER OF COMMERCE, SHANGHAL
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HoNgx0NG GENERAL CHAMBER oF COMMERCE,
HoNGRONG, 30th October, 1889.

Dear Sin,—1I have the pleasure toackuowledge receipt of your esteemed
favour of 6th September, and beg to thank you for the various interesting
items contained therein.

I am obliged for the information given as regards your intended action
in the matter of Eastern Postal Rates, and hive had mueh pleasure in com-
municating same to the other Chambers.—1 remain, &e.,

I'. HENDERSON, Secretary.
Kexric B. Murray, Esq.,
Secretary, CHaMBER or CoOMMERCE, LoNDoN.
IloNGgkoNG GENERAL CHANBER OoF COMMERCE,
HoneKoNG, 30tk December, 1889.

Dear Sir,—1 had last this pleasure on 10th instaut and now beg to
hand you the enclosed copy of a letter from Mr. HenNIKER HEATON to this
Chamber en the subject of reduced Postal Charges to China and the East.
The subject is one which has already oeccupied much of your attention, and
if the letier has net appeared in the Public Priuts prior to receipt of this sou
will no doubt read it with considerable interest.

1t is now reported that the Cenveution between the Chinese Govern-
ment and the Teclegraph Companies has, conirary to general expectation,
been really ratified. The terms liave not been made public but it is under-
stood that a leugihy monopoly will be established, and high rates main-
tained.—1 remaiu, &ec.,

. IENDERSON, Secretary.
Kenric B. Murray, E:q.,
Secretaiy, LoxnoN CiansEk o COMMERCE.

To the Chairman and Members of the <
HoxGxoNG ChaMBER oF COMMERCE
GENTLEMEN,—Throngh the ceurtesy of your Chairman and Secretary T
have bLeen furnished with copies of yonr correspondence on the question of
the reduction of Postal rates between Euglaud and the Continent on the

one hand, and India, China and the Eust generally on the other.
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I rejoice to find that you have not hesitated to condemn the present
high rates of postage, particularly in the face of the fact that the letter rate
from France, Germany, aul Russia is 25d. to Hongkong, while it is 3.
from the United Kingdom. Considering the maguitude of our interest in
India, the Straits Settlements, and China, it would hardly have been sur-
prising if the differcuce Lad been the etlior way, and our English r te half
the Contineutal rate. The fact was brought forcibly home to me the other
day when my little boy at school in (Germany sent me a letter the
postage ou which was less than 2}d. to Hougkong, and my little daughterin
London had to pay 5d. cut of her pocket money for her letter also adidressed
to Hongkong. In order to strengthen your hands in continuing the agitation
for the removal of this seandal, I venture te place before you the following

views of the position :

In the first place I desire to point out to you that up to the year 1838
the whole charge for the Packet service was borne by the Admiralty. This
department, in the interest of England, found it necessary to keep up swift
and regular mail communication hetween England the West Indies, and
between Eugland and the East Indies. A commission sat in 1836, and
brought up a report that it was preposterous to charge the Post Oflice with
the whole cost of these services, because they were established to support an
auxiliary naval power, and to nphold the commercial supremacy of England
on the seas. The West Indian packets, for instance, were established ata cost
of £240,000 a ycar, though the utmost return that was expected from letters
was £4,000 a year. Therefore, to assume that those packets were really es-
tablished for P’ost Office purposcs is to charge tlie Government with the most,
absurd extravagance. The same argument applied to India. Lord Mox-
TEAGLE, who was then Chancellor of the Exchequer, certainly endorsed the
coneluding ;x'or(ls of the report, ¢that as it was obvious that these packets
do postal work, it was only fair that the Post Office should debit itself with a
charge just cqual to the Ocean Postage received. Why this obviously fair

arrangement was departed from I cannot conceive.

However, the arrangements leinz in force, let us now look at our ac-

counts of receipt and expenditure on the whole packet service of England,

- irrespective of lines that pay and lines that do not pay.

The Postmaster General of England has informed me that the total ex-



' [72]
L.

penditure amounts to £641,000, and the total reccipts amount to £76+4,000.
You will therefore sce that independent of the fact that the surplus Tost
Office revenue of Great Britain amonuts to £3,509,000 annually on the Packet
service, there is o surplus amply snfficient to enable the Postmaster General
of England to re:luce the postage to the Continental rates on letters to India,
China and Japan.

The next thing to Le considered is our trade and social relations. The
tens of millions of money received by Iingland from her colonies and India
ought to be a sufficiently strong inducement to the authorities to reduce the
postal rates, because, as I have often pointed out, letters should be regarded
as a husbandman would seed. One knows that on their being scaitered the
letters will yield a harvest of trade and good feeling throughout the world.
Cheap postage mecans cnormously increasesl busiuess and improved social
relations. That this is the view of the Fronch and German Governments is
abundantly testified by the liberal subventions they are making to steamship
companies of their respective couutries.

France, with a few poky colonies, has voted this year 26,050,000 francs,
or £1,020,000, for her mail steamship subventions, while England, with
whole Continents tor colonies and dependencies, has only voted £641,000.
To Australia, I think £160,000 has been voted by the Frenech Government
for a splendid line of steamships, though the postage receipts only amonnt
to a few thousands a year, while England receives £216,000 a year for
postage receipts to and from that Continent. Germany is also making great
strides in encouragiug ship building.

It is perfeetly weli known that the object of thesc foreign stcamship
subventiens nnd low rates of postage is to cut out British trade with British
possessions. It may be said that in consequence of the enormous sum of
mouey paid for the mail service to Indin and the Iast, the English Govern-
ment cannot afford to reduce the cost of postage, and they are determined to
look upon the miatter as a business transaction, though the authorities admit
that on the total packet and foreign mail service there is a profit.

I am prepared (o prove that even on thix gromwd their position is wu-
tenable. It it is a purely business trausaction I assert that we can convey

the mails for the British Governmeut (or fifty thonsand a year less than they

are now paying ! The Dritish Goveriment know this perfeetly well, and
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they will not dare to defend tha statement that it is to be looked upon as a
business transaction. Though the proposition is outrageous, I msrely bint
that I could get the Germans to give usa mail service to Bombay and China,
as tirey offered to do for Anstralia, for half the mouey now paid. T also
merely hint that the establishment of a national line of mail steamers from
England to Shanghai and Japan, with branches of fast mail hoats from Adou
to Bombay and from Colombo to Australia, would ensure a better mail service
at a saving of £100,000 a year on the total now paid. Of course I only
state this to show that the sooner the British Government acts consistently
and only charges the Post Office with a fair proportion of the cost, the sooner
the wrong will be remedied.

When it was suggested that speed and regularity was required, I replied
the true way to save time and obtain speed was to subsidise the telegraph,
and I would, for the sum now paid for mail services, undertake to telegraph
the contents of the letters gratis.

From every point of view facts prove that cheap postage must be con-
ceded. England cannwot pretend that the service is a business transaction,
and judging Ly the preparatious now being made by foreign powers, it is
quite clear that immediate steps must betakento establish a first-class weekly
service between Japa and England by the I’. & O. Company, or some other
company, with the rates of postage reduced if we wish to hold our own iu
the China seas.

In re-mrranging our mail contracts between Ingland, India, China, and
Australia, the fact should never be lost sight of that the coutracts arc for a
fixed sum irrespective of the quantity of letters and newspapers, and so long
as the P. & O. Company get afairsubsidy they do not care whether they carry
100 or 1,000 letters. No additional charge is made. Somethiug has been
said about no increase of correspondence with the East as a reason for re-
ducing the postage. A more easily refuted statement has rarely beeu put
forward. T am assured by the courteous Acting Postmaster General of Sin-
gapore that that there is an enormous increase of correspoudence with Europe,
amd that twice within the past six mouths has the rccord been exceeded.
EFrem tbe able report of the Hon. H. O’BricN, Postmaster Geueral, I learn
that nearly a quarter of a million more letters were received at the Singaporae
®ffice last vear, 1888, than in I1887.
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Iu conclusion f beg to express my admiration at the evidence atforded
me of the wealth, eivilisation, and marvellons resources everywhere apparent

in this part of the world.—I remain, &e.,

J. HENNIKER HEATON.

S. S. Kaisar-I-Hind,
Hongkong Harbour, December 4th, 1889.

HeoxcroNG GEXERAL CHAMBER OF COMMERCE,
HonexoNG, 31st December, 1889.

Dear Sir,—I am directed by the Chaivman of this Chamber to tender
to you, on behalf of the Committec, his thanks for your letter of 4th De-
cember having reference to Postal charges. Your letter has heen read with
much interest, aud the Committee trust your long continued efforts in the
cause of cheap postages may bhe speedily crowded with success.

I am further divected to state that it will afford the Committce mnch

pleasure if they can at any time be of service to you.—I1 remain, e.
o v v t] b
F. HENDERSON, Seecretary.

J. Hessiker Hearon, Esq., M.D.,
Caxrrony CLUp, LeNDON,

VI

CiNa Asgsocrarion, 122, Lespexuarnr Streer, [E.C.,
81st October, 1889.

DEear Siz,—You are no doubt aware that an Association has been
formed in London for the purpose of promoting intercourse between gentle-
men connected with China-,. Hongkong and Japan, aud of representing
and giving effect to the opinions of the British Mercantile community in

those eountries.
From the copy of the Rules and Regulations which I bave the pleasure

to enclose, you will perceive that a strong Committee, embracing represent-
atives of these several commuanitics, has been formed, and I am desired to
assure you of the willingness of the Association to co-operate with your
Chamber in furthering the objects set forth, whenever it seems likely that
its influence can be usefully exerted.

As that influence must necessarily be more or less commensurate with
the extent of membership, I would ask you to bring the existence and
objects of the Association to the knowledge of your Chamber with a view
to induce gentlemen to become members.

Mem bership is necessarily confined to British subjects for the reason
that, if it became necessary to address the Foreign Office, the latter would
naturally decline to recognise otherthan an exclusively British Association.
But as the interests of all nationalities in the Far Eust are nearly similar,
this will scarcely diminish its representative character. —I am, &e.,

W. KESWICK, Chairman.
The Chairman, CasMBER or Comytrcer, ITONGKONG.

OBJECTS OF THE CHINA ASSOCIATION.
L

To represent, express, and give cffect to the opinion of the British
Mercantile Community in their political and commercial relations with the
Chinese and Japanese.

10y,

T'o promote and protect the trade, comuerce, shipping and maunufactares
of the United Kingdom, India and the Colonies with and in China, ITong-
kong, and Japan.

II1.

To cousiler all questions counected with such trade, commerece, ship-
ping, and manufactures.

- IV,

To promote or oppose legislative and other measures affecting such trade,
commerce, shipping, and manufactures. To colleet statistics and other in-
formution relating to such trade, commeree, shipping, and manufactures.

V.
g

To establish, undertake, superintend, administer and contribute to any

charitable or benevolent fund from whence may be made donations or advan-

: 2] -1 9 1
¢cs to deserving persons who may he or may have been engaged in the

China and Japan trade, or connected with any person engaged therein, and

10 contribute. to or otherwise assist any charitable or henevolent institution
or undertakings.
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V.

To vrovide facilities for social intercourse between the Members of the
i .

Association ; and hold periodical assemblages of a social kind, with a view

to the promotion and cultivation of friendly feelings amongst Mcmbers of

the Association.
VIIL
To do all such things as may be condneive to the extension of trade,

commerce, or manufactures, or incidental (o the attainmeut of the above

objects.

1IoneKONG GENERAL CHAMBER OoF COMMERCE,
HoxGrONG, 11th December, 1889.

DEear Str,—1 am pleased to have the opportunity of acknowledging
receipt of your esteemed letter of 31st October, and I trust this may prove
to be the beginning of a correspondence mutually agreealle and advanta-
geous.

Tt will afford me much pleasure, either by endeavouring to swell the
list of members, or availing of any other opportunities that may occur of
doing all in my power to promote the objects your Association has in view.

I fully appreciate the daily increasing value of co.operative action,
and I venture to hope that many occasions may arise, when the Association
which you represent and this Chamber, may be able to tale common action
;o measures calculated to advance the interests of those connected with the

trade of China.
Thanking you for copy of Rules and Regulations duly to band-

I am, &ec.,
P. RYRIE, Chairman.
Wx. Keswick, Esq., Chairman, Criixa ASsoCIATION, LONDON.

From the « China Muil)’ 18t December, 1389 -
THE GAY ROCK LIGHTIHOUSE AND LIGHT DUES.
His Excellency—The only item of busiuess ix the first reading of a Bill
entitled An Ordinance to amend the Merchant Shipping Consolidation Ordi-
nanee, 1879. You are aware, gentlemen, that considerable expenditure has

for some time been going on in the purchase of a vessel and in the pnrehaszc

-

[
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of other things connected with the Gap Rock Lighthouse. When that
undertaking was tirst taken in hand there was an umderstanding which
received the unanimous approval of the uu-official members that a special
tonnage rate should be levied to pay for that lighthouse. Now the Ordi-
nances of the Colony refer only to lighthouses in the Colony and ouly eunable
tonnage dues to be raised on them. I am given to understand that it would
Le illegal to levy any rate for a lighthonse sitnated on Chinere territory, as
the Gap Rock lighthouse is, witheut a speeial Ordinance.  For that reuason it
has heen necessary to bring in this amending Ordinance in order that we may
commence to levy the rate at the heginning of the new year, provision for
which is made in the estimates. I regret that by an oversight the same
amount was put in the estimates as was put down for last year, 1} cent. 1
do not think it will be necessary to Ievy rhat. I think the ontside that will
be levied will be 1 cent inztead of 1.  The Council anthorised a rate of 1}
cent to be levied, but I think we might well try the one ceut. Ii that turns
out not to be enough it may be increased. I think myself it will be sutficieat,
still I think we onght to begin at once.  Of course it must be remembered
that a lower rate will spread over a larger number of years. I wish in this
matter to leave myself in the hands of members as to how many years it
shonld be spread over. I think that the light will cost us more than we ima-
giued, and that perheps wonld be a reagon to levy the whole amount while
we are comparatively prosperous. However I think 1 cent will be snfficient,
but I do not absolutely pledge myself to that. At zll events 1 want some
measire to enable me to levy anything and, that is the reason I beg you to
pass the first reading of this Bill to-day.

The Colonial Seeretary—In the absence of the Attorney General, I heg

to move the first reading of a Bill to amend the Merchant Shipping Consolida-

tion Ordinance, 1879.

Mr. Mackiwex—The discussion generally takes place on the seeond
reading of Bills, but in a matter of this kind it would be satisfactory to know

the length of time it is intended to levy this increase, because, if I recolleet

~ corveetly, it was nnderstoad that the tax would only be levied in order to puy

for the actual cost of the lighthonse and thep be withdrawn, Is that the

uudertaking ?

His Excellency—Most distinetly. The cent will not raise $30,000, and
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I think  we will be very lncky if we got off for %120,000. It will be called
the Gap Rock lighthouse rate, and it will involve the special sanction of the
Legisiative Council, and it will naturally cense when the Gap Rock light-
house is paid off. As it is very inconvenient to levy for a broken period of
the year, I think, nnless there is strong reason to the contrary, it would be
advisable to have a meeting again before the 1st of Jaauary to pass this Bill.
If vou prefer a meeting at a later date I am qnite willing to agree to that.
However, as the Council has already practically agreed to this matter, there
may be no objection to suspend the Standiug Orders and pass the Bill through
all the stages to-divy.

This was agreed to, and the Standing Orders were snspéended.

The Colonial Seeretary—I beg to move the sccond reading of the Bill.
I may perhaps explain to my Iou. friend that I saw the poiut to which his
remurks tended. Although the light is not yet in existence the expeuse has
already commenced. 1le is probably not aware that the Colony has spent
very large sums in preparing works and in the acquisition of a tug for service
at the Rock, and of course this expenditure will go on all the year and until
the lighthonse is completed.

His Excelleney—1I think as a matter of fact the Hon. Colonial Secretary
mistakes Mr. MacISwen’s question. VWhat he asked waz whether tbis rate
would be levied after the lighthonse is finished. That is what I understand
you (Mr. MacIiweu) to mean.

Mr. MacEwEN said that was what he asked.

His Excellency—You referred not to the beginning but to the cud.

Mr. MacEweN—I understand the increase is merely. levied to pay off
the lizht.  As soon as it is paid off the tax will be withdrawn. T nuderstand
that is the intention of the Government.

The scecnd reading was passed and the Couneil went into committee.

Mr. Ryrie—I think it would be well to have Mr. MacEwix's question
and the reply given to it noted down very particularly, beeanse I reeolleet
when the first l[rghthouse was procecded with here there was an understanding
that when the lighthouse was paid oft cither the rate would be considerably
reduced or withdrawn altogether. That understandiug was not carried out
and it had been a snbject of complaint. Many people herce think that light-

houses were uever iutended to form a source of revenne to this Colony.

They bave been used as a source of revenue since their cost was paid off.
Thercfore, I think in this case it ought to be noled down that there ix a

distinet agreement that when thiz lighthouse is paid off there shonld he no

more dues levied for the light, that the rate is for this special object.
The Colonial Sceretary—I1Iuve they heen paid off 7

Mr. Ryrie—The old lighthouses were paild oft long ago.

The Colonial Scerctary—I am not prepared to say that they have not,

but I do not knos that they have.

His Excelleney—Of course this will be vecorded, and I think it will be
just as well to mention in the minntes that Mr. MacEwes drew attention to
the matter, and that I said that this extra rate was intended by me to he
distinetly a paymeut for the Gap Rock lighthonse aud nothing else. Of
course, when Mr. Rymit talks of a promise, I must say it is absolntely im-
possible for me to bind my suecessor ahout anything. Al T can say is thai
I have not the slightest iutentiou to apply the rate for any other purpose.
If a uccessity arose for doing so I should come to this Board and inform it
of the fact. By some curious arrangement in this Colony—I do-uot quite
understand why it should he—this lev ying of rates is placed in the hauds of
the Goveruor in Council. It would be a much better plan if for every rate
At this
moment I ean say positively there is not the slightest intention on my part
to apply the rate for any other pwrpose than the Gap Rock lighthouse. If
I am lere, unless we were in financial straits, which is not likely, I shonld

levied the Goveruor had to come o the Legislative Council for it.

nol do that withont getting the assent of the Legislative Council.

Mr. MACEWEN—While we are on the subject of lights may I allude to

the matter of the D'Aguilar light. I have no donbt you are aware that it

has for many years been considered not altogether o good light for the

approach to the island for ships coming from the North, and there was con-

siderablg discussion some years ago with reference to a light on the island ot

T . . , . 1 H
Waglan. I am not aware whethel auy further uegotiations have taken place

witlr reference to that.  The Colony has, thauks to the able mamer in which

your Excellency condneted the negotiations, got permission for a ligcht on

Gap Rock, and I hope we may be equally sucecssful in getting this very

neecssary light on Waglan,
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His Tixcellency—I may answer at ouce. I was given to nnderstand
last year that, in consideration of our having undertaken the work of the
G.'Lp Rock light, the Imperial Customs wonld undertake the lighthcuse on
Waglan. In fact I went out in a Chiuese vessel to inspect the site with the
immediate ohject of beginning work. Whether any further steps have heen
taken I do not know. T had the strongest impression it was contemplated
to begin at once, sut I have unever heard anything more of the matter and
have seen no evidence of the work being started. As far as T am aware
they bave Jdctermined to ercet that lighthouse. Yractically the two light-
ho wses were obtamedl at the same time.

The Colonial Secrctm:y—-i zhould like to point out that this light will
alwayvs be an expensive one. We have to keep a steam tender and the
expense will always be great as compared with lighthouses here, so that in
giving this pledge that the rate shall not be used for any other purpose it
must alwayvs be borne in miud the considerable extra expeuse in conncetion
with this lighthonse.

Mr. Ryrie—Do uot the Chinese pay for the npkeep ?

The Colonial Seeretary—No.

Mr. Ryrie—You already have u considerable eredit balance arising ont
of the profit vou make in light dues.

His Excelleney—This is looking a good deal in the future. At the
present moment, suppose L levy 1 eent iustead of 13 cents it will take certainly
four years, 1 suspect. Of ecourse we have no means of estimating jnst now
what it will actually cosi. There is, for example, a heavy charge for insu-
ring the Fume. It is 10 per cent., is it not ?

The Surveyor General—It is abont 10 per cent.

ilis Excelleney—In various ways it it going to cost more than we ex-
pected.  Ido not think that this cent will pay off the actual cost of construction
under fonr years. Then it will vemuin to bz considered whether the amount
for the lights without this will pay the cost of the maintenance of that light-
housc ax well as the others. It will be a matter for the Council to ;onsirler.

Mr. Ryvnie—The old lights ar2 already paid for, as is well known to
cvery ono.  Some of the leading representatives of the stcamer traffic were
in cemmnuication with the Government—at any vate the Chamber of Com-

werce—and I recolleet distinctly it was arranged that a certain fund was to
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Le set aside for paying these lighthouses and that the light dnes were to be
reduced. My colleague in Council at the time, Me. WairaLL, spoke very
strongly on that point. Every culightened country is reducing iis light
dues. TIn Americu—and a better lighted coast than the American coast
there docs not exist—no dues are charged. I can give it from my recollection
that those who arc lnrgely interested in shipping fecl strongly with regard to
these dues. Although they are only eent a ton the people who have a great
many steamers find it a heavy charge.

His Execllency —The Hon. member speaks with some warmth. The
matter was not raised in my time and my attention was never dirceted to it.
In fact it was entirely new to me that tounage ducs had more than paid for
what they are intended. 1 am only sorry that this matter came up at this
time of the year. It would have been wecll perhaps had the matter heen
brought to my uotice before we had the estimates for the year. The Hon.
member is wrong so far, at all events for this year, for we have spent pro-
bably threc or four times whit we have got from lighthouses.

Mr. RYyrie—1I am referring to old lights.

His Excellenecy—When I say threc or four times, I am only guessing.;,
but I am certain a great deal more has been spent on this Gap Roek light-
honse already.

The Bill was read a third time and passed, and the Couneil adjourned

to next yvear.

NI.

Ao. 132. Cor.ox1aL SECRETARY's OFFICE,
Hoxckoxe, 27¢h January, 1890.
Sir,—1I am dirccted by the Governor to inform you that His Excellency
has under contemplaiion a measure for the licensing of brokers-—not for the
purpose of raising the revenne, but =imply as a security for the conduct of
those who act in that capacity.
is Excellency would prefer that the desived object were gained by an
‘organisation among the brokers themselves similar to that of the English

Stock Exchange, but as the movement in that divection which began some-

bime ago, appears to have ceased, and as it is morcover probable that in this
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Colony any such orgauisation would, in any case, have to be aided Ly a
spacial Law, he is disposed to think that resort should e Lad to legislation.

Though the subject is not one specially affecting the Chamber of Com-
merce, the Governor does not doubt that it is one which interests them, and
trusts therefore that yon will have the goodness to bring the matter to the
potice of the Chamber over which you preside with a view to furnishing the
Government with suggestions which the business relations of the Chamber
with brokers of good standing, will render of great practical value, (1) as
regards the geueral question of licence, and (2) if a licence be desirable, as
to the conditions on which it should be obtainable, such as the amount of

the fec to Le imposed, the security to Le given, &e.—1 have, &ec.,
. FLEMING, Colonial Secrctury.

Hon. . Ryrig, Chairiai,
Hoxexoxt Genenal Cuavsenr oF COMMERCE.

HoxeRoNG GENERAL CAAMBER OF C'OMMERCE,
Ilovcroxng, {s¢ March, 1890.

Str,—1 have the honour to acknowledge receipt of your valued comn- .

munication of 27th January having reference to a proposal from His
Excellency the Governor for licensing Brokers (presumably Sharebrolkers),
and requesting an expression of opinion from the Chamber as to the advisa-
bLility of such a measure.

As His Lxcellency justly remarls the subject is not one that specially
affects the Chamber, still the Committee are plezsed to be allowed the
opportunity of referring to a matter which is of somewhat gencral interest.
They think a Fee such as Las been suggestedd might be imposed with
advantage on perhaps somewhat similar terms to those granted to Passenger
Brokers, and’ Auctioneers. The immediate result of levying a Tax would
probably he to considerably thin the already overcrowded rank of the
profession, anid would be a step in the direction of orgamisation. The
Committee would strongly deprecate any ‘movement on the part of the
Government towards enlervouring to interfere with or contiol the conduct
of private business such as sharebroking even if legislative enactment could
be wade sufliciently elastic, of which they are very doubtful, to accommodate

itself to thie very varied requirements of such transactions.
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Though so far the attempts at organisation have apparently been
unsucevssfnl, the Committee think the necessity of becoming somewhat of
a corporate body will force itself upou the more prominent sharebrekers
and that some arrangement will ultimately be arrived at by which business
in Honglkong will be conducted under rules similar to the solf-imposed
regulations of the London Stock Exchange.—I have, &ec.,

F. HENDERSON, Secretary.
Houn. W. M. DraNg, a.a.,

Actiny Celonial Secretary.

O.
TELEGRAM.
15¢h October, 1889.
Cuayiser COMMERCE
to
Sir Joun Warnsuayw, PEKiNG.

Strongly protest against rumoured convention Letween telegraph Coui-
panies and Chinese Government See Chambers Despatch ninth December
eighty seven.

TELEGRAM.
Hoxcrena, 15¢/: @ctober, 1889.
HoxckoNG CHAMBER

to
Suangnar CHAMBER.

Have wired Warsnam Strongly protest against rumoured convention
between telegraph Companies and Chinese Government See Chambers
despatch ninth December eight sy seven.

Hovgrone GENERAL CuHAMBER OF COMMEKCE,
Ho~xcxoxg, 15th October, 1889,

Dear Sir,—Instructed by my Committee I to-day tclegraphed you a-
follows : —
“ Have wired WarLsuan strongly protest against rumoured cons
¢ vention between telegraph Companiesand Chinese Govern-
“ menti3ee Chambers despatch ninth December eighty seven.”
and hope the message reached you in an intelligible form.
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The report that negotiations have been renewed between the Telegraph
Companies and the Chinese Government with the view of carrying out the
convention unsuccessfully attempted in 1887 renders prompt action in the
part of the mercantile community necessary to protect themselves against
the hurtful monopoly that would of necessity follow the ratification of any
agreement between the Government iufid the Companies. Action seems all
the more imperative as it is reported, and probably correctly, that Her
Britauic Majesty’s Minister at Peking is preparecl to support the Russian
Minister in his endeavours to back up the Convention.

As the opinions of your Chamber, as regards the convention are not
Jikely to have materially changed siuce 1887 I doubt not you will be ready
to commence again the joint agitation which was then, apparently success-
ful.

I shall again have the pleasure of addressing you later on as the
question developes itself, meanwhile.—I remain, &c.

F. HENDERSON, Secretary.

A. G. Woop, Esq., Chairman,

GENERAL CHaMBER 0F COMMERCE, SHANGHAL

HoxcroNG GENERraL CHAMBER Or COMMERCE,
1lonGKONG, 18th October, 1889.

S1r,—This Chamber nadthe houour offorwarding to Your Escellency
on 15th ivstant the following telegram,

“ Strongly protest against rumoured convention between Telegraph
* Companies and Chinese Government see Chambers despatch
“ninth December eighty-seven.”

Since the despatch «f the above message a report has come to hand
authoritatively stating that the rumoured convention, having for its object
a combined monopely of telegraphic business in Cbina, bas Leen ratified.

Under these circumstances it is unnecessary to recapitulate the argu-
ments already adduced by this Cbamber against a combination which
cannot but. prove detrimental to Comumerce.

| | S5
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As Your Excellency was fully apprized of the unfavourable opinions
. eutertained by this and other Chambers representing Commercial interests
in China towards the proposed convention doubtless it was not allowed to

reach a successful issue without protest on your part.—I have, &c.,

) d F. HENDERSON, Secretary.
Sir Joun Warsnay, Bart,

Herz Brirassie Maassry’s Manvister 18 CHiva, PEKING.

Hoxaroxe GExERAL CxaMBER OF COMMERCE,
IToxaroNG, 18¢th Qctober, 1889.

Sir,—Adverting to your letter dated the 15th July, 1887, and by
direction of the Committee of this Chamber, I have the honour to forward,
for the information of His Excellency the Guverner, copy of this Chamber’s
lctter of the 18th instant addressed to Her Britannic Majesty’s Minister at
Peking on the subject of the reporte:d ratification of the convention between

the existing Cable Companies and the Chinese Governmeut.—I have, &c.,

F. HENDERSON, Secretary.

Hon. A. Lister, Acting Colonial Secretary.

TELEGRAM.
To “ Caayer oF CoMMERCE, HONGKONG.
Your telegram of fifteenth I am unable to entertain protest which I

believe based on erroneous information and relates at all events to a matter
still under consideration of foreign Governmeuts whose absolute right to
independent action cannot possibly be questioned this right is general and
impartial in its application not only to the special interests of the Chamber
but also to many other equally important interests.” Y

WaLsHAM.
19th October.

HonGcroNG GENERAL CnauMBER Or COMMERCE,
HoxGkoxe, 21st October, 1889.
Sir,—Begging reference to my letter of 18th instant I have now tho
honour to hand you, for the information of His Excellency the Governor -
the annexed copy of a telegram received from Her Britannic Majesty’s
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Minister at Peldng in reply to a message from this Chamber protesting
against a rumoured Convention between the Telsgraph Compauies and
the Chinese Government, having for its object a monopoly of telegraph
business in China.—I have, &c.,

F. HENDERSON, Seerctary.

Hon. A. ListEr, Acting Colonial Secretary.

-

SHaNGHAI GENERAL CHAMBER OF COMMERCE,
SnaNGHAL 18th October, 1889.

Sir,—I am requested by the Committee of this Chamber to aclinow-
ledge receipt of your telegram of the 15th October, of which I enclose our
reading on the subject of the rumoured new Chinese Telegraph Convention,
viz.:—* Have wired WarLsaam strongly protest against rumoured conven-
tion between Telegraph Companies and Chinese Government see Chambers
despatch ninth December eighty-seven,” and to inform you that they have
at once telegraphed the Doyen of the Diplomatic Body at Peking in the
following terms:—‘ Shanghai, 16th October, 1889. Minister DEnsY
Doyen, Diplomatic Body, Peking, may this Chamber ask for information
about positi‘ou of Telegraph Convention, this Chamber desires to protest
strongly against its adoption if that likely to bhappen, Hongkong Chamber
has telegraphed British Minister also protesting strongly against.”

The Committee will be glad to know the result of your efforts and will
let you know in due course the response to their enquiries.—I have, &e.,

Gero. R. CORNER, Secretary.

F. Hexprrson, Esg.,

Secretary, HoNnc1ioNG GrneRaL CHHaMBER 0F CodDERCE, ITONGRONG.

Traunslation of Cede Message forwarded by
Messrs. JARDINE, MATHESON & Co.
To Wirrian Keswick, Esq., Loxsox,
Chamber of Comimerce at Hongkong at Shanghaiforwarded protest
to our Minister in China against Telegraph Companies attempting coerce
Chinese Government into Telegraph Convention. Our Minister in China
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will not entertain protest at the request of Hongkong Chamber of Com.-
merce will you ask London Chamber of Commerce move Minister for
Foreign Affuirs give instructions to our Minister in China take steps protect

British interest. Convention ratified equivalent to costly telegrams for
fourteen years.

Honglkong, 28th October, 1839.

» TELEGRAM.

2o CrnadMpeEr COMMERCE, SHANGITAL

Have wired London Chamber get foreign office instruct Warsman
©oppose convention.
HoxGronGg Crasnpeg.
97th October, 1889.

Hoxoxoxe GENERAL CiraMBER or COMMERCE,
Hoxcroxa, 28th October, 1889.

Dear Sir,—I have the pleasure to acknowledge receiptof your esteemed
favour of 18th instant, and beg to thank you for copies of telegrams con-
tained therein having reference to threatened (‘onvention between Tele-
graph Companies and Chinese Government.

To keep you advised of to the movements of this Chamber towards
opposiug the above Convention I yesterday wired. I have wired London
Chamber get Foreign Office instruct Walsham oppose couvention.

I beg to enclose herein copy of the London message in full—it was
sent to Mr. WrLrian Keswick who will place himself in communication
with the London Chamber. I further enclose copy of Sir Joun WaLsman’s
reply to this Chamber protesting against the Convention, and from the

tenor of same it may be safely assumed that no voluntary assistance will
e forthcoming at bis bande.—-I have, &c.,

F. HENDERSON, Secretary.
Gro. R Conxner, Lsq.,

Seerctary, GEXERAL CriaMBER or COMMERCE, SIIANGHAL
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SiaxGHAI GEXNERAL CHAMBER or COMMERCE,
Sitancral, 25tk October, 1889.

Dzar Sir,—I am instructed to acknowledge receipt of your two letters
of 14th and 15th October, the former on the subject of Eastern Postal
Rates and covering copy of a letter from the Seciretary of the London
Chamber of Commerce reporting the steps that have been taken in the
matter, and the latter advising the despateh of your telegram of 15th Oc-
tober, with reference to the rumoured Chinese Telegraph Convention the
receipt of which has already been acknowledged with a report of the steps
taken by the Chamber with the view of endorsing the protest of your body
with the Ministerial party at Peking. I enclosea copy of Minister DENBY’s
reply, and thanking you for your information.—I have, &c.,

Gro. R. CORNLER, Secretary.
I°. He~NDERSON, lisq., L
Secretary, HoxckroyG GENERAL Cnayisgr 0F CoMMERCE, IIoNGIRoNG,

TELEGR AM.
PrsiNe, 178 Octeber, 1889.

To
Chamber of Commerce Shaughai.
I have circulated vour telegram for the information of my colleagues
understand Telegreph Cons-ention net yet ratified as Minister of the United

States have nsked Yamen to await protest.
LNBY.

Hovaront GExerAL Craymsrr of COMMERCE,
HoxcxroxG, 30tk Octeber, 1889.

Dear Sir,—The Committee of this Chamber had the pleasure of for-
warding to you on 27th instant, through Mr. Wrirzranr Keswick, of
Messrs. JArDINE, Mararson & Co., now in London, the enclosed telegrem
having reference to a threatened Convention between the Great Northern,
and Eastern Extcusion Australasia and China Telegraph Companics and
the Chinese Government, the object of the Convention being to secure a
monopoly of telegraphic business in Clina, and a continuance of the pie-
sent high tarif rates.
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The gnestion is really one of great public interest and the Committece
felt justified in asking your assistance, which it is certain you will willingly
accord, in an endeavour to prevent the completion of negotiations which, if
successfnl, would prove detrimental not only to resident merchants but
also to all others directly or indirectly connected with the trade of China.

In explanation of the request that you would be good enough to move
the Minister of Foreign Affairs to cause Sir JorN WALsHAM to oppose the
ratificaion of the telegraph convention, it may be stated, that this Chamber
telegraphed to the Minister in Peking protesting against the proposed
agreement.

The Chamber telegraphed Her Britannic Majesty’s Minister at Peking
as follows:—

Strongly protest against rumonred Convention between Telegraph Com-
panics and Chinesc Government, see Chambers despatch Ninth December
Eighty-seven.

To which Sir Jorn WaLsHAM replied :—

# Chamber of Commerce Hougkong
Your telegram of fiftcen T am unable to entertain protest which I believe
based on erroneouns infermation and relates at all events to a matter still under
consideration of foreign Governments whose absolute right to iudependent
action cannot possibly be questioned this right is general and impartial in its
application not only to the special interests of the Chamber but also te many
other equally important interests.”

The British Minister the Chamber assumes, is imperfectly informed of

~ the facts, or he would not have committed himself to the above opinion.

As a matter of fact the Chamber is under the impression that the
Chinese Government are anzious to escape from some promise, the exact
nature of which is not known to the Chamber, made about three years ago
by a Provincial Officer, that the then suggested Convention would e
officially entered into.

The Chamber bas reason for supposing that the Chinese Government

‘ever since have been anxiously trying to escape from obligations hastily

entered into, and which on more deﬁiberate cousideration they discovere:l
would be detrimental to their own interests.
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The negotiations have been pending since 1887, Lut the efforts of this
and the Shanghai Chamber (backed by public opinion in ('hina) have been
so far successful as to, at least, delay the ratification. The Telegraph Com-
panies have lately made strenuous efforts to bring fresh pressure to bear
upon the Chinese Government, and this calls for renewed endeavours on
the part of those interested in opposing the C'onvention.

The action of the two Chambers is fuily detailed in the accom-
panying report of this Chamber for 1887, to which the Committee beg to
ask your kind attention.

The circumstances have not materially altered since 1887, with the

' exception that the Telegraph Companies have now obtained the advocacy

of Mr. Coumany, the Russian Minister; whose nationals would obtain a
distinct advantage under the contemplated Conventiou, and the Chinese
Government have considerably extended their land lines. The extension
of these lines brings them to within reasonable distance of the froutier of
India making an early connection with the Indian system of telegraphs a
perhaps not improbable contingency. This would establish an additional
link between China and Europe, and make it all the more desirable that
the former Country should be left free to avail of the increased facilities for
intercourse with the outside world.

The enclosed letter signed ‘ Equity” ptiblished in the N. C. Daily
News very fully and fairly depicts the present position, and the Committee
beg to request your kind attention to same, as they consider any further
statement of facts en their part would only lead to wearisome repetition.—
Iam, &e.,

F. HENDERSON, &eereimry.
Kenric B. Murnay, Esq,

Scerctary, Loxvos CHAMBER 0¥ COMMERCE.

Suaxcrar GENERAL CHASIBER or COMMERCE,

_ SHANGHAL 6th Nevember, 1889.

Dear Sir,—I have to acknowledge your letter of 28th October, with
reference to the Chinese Telegraph Convention accompanied by copies of
Ministcr Warsuas’s reply to the Hongkong Chamber’s telegram and of
that to Mr. W. Kgswick for communication to the London Chamber of
Commerce. Your telegram of 27th October, was duly received and Taid
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before Committee, when the question of this Chamber’s also wiring to the
Tondon Chamber of Commerce was discussed by them and it was decided
that having placed the matter in the hands of the Mmisters at Peking it
was better to await their reply which has not yet come to hand before
taking any further steps.

With thanks for your information. —I am, &e.,

Geo. R. CORNER, Secretary.

F. llenDpERSON, Esq., Secrctary,

[ToNgkONG GENERAL CHAMBER oF COMMERCE, HONGKONG.

TELEGRAM.

HoNneEONG Cnasmier or COMMERCE.
to
His Excellency M. von Braxpr Doyen, Diplomatic Corp Peking
Hongkong Chamber is taking steps through Tiondon Chamber in re-
ferencs to Telegraph Convention can the diplomatic authorities courteously

inform this Chamber what the present position is.

30th November, 1889,

"HonGkONG GENERAL CHAMBER oF COMMERCE,
HoNGkoONG, 2nd December, 1889.

Str,—1I have the honour to acknowledge receipt of Your Excellency’s
telegram of Istinstant in answer to this Chamber’s message requesting to
be informed as to the present position of the rumoured Convention
between the Chinese Government and the Telegraph Companies.

Having been in communication with the London Chamber with the
view of taking joint action in opposing the Convention, and asked to obtain
information as to how far negotiations had been carried this Chamber was
mduced to apply to Your Excellency for the information sought for.

T am directed to offer Your Excellency the thanks of the Chamber for

the information so promptly and courteously tendered that, as far as per-
sonally known Convention not yet ratified by Yamén.
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The Chamber will be pleased if it may be allowed to disburse the cost
' of the telegram which it bas now the pleasure of acknowledging.—I have,

{ &e.,
i F. HHENDERSQON, Secretary.

His Excellency M. vox BranpT Dayen,

Diplomatic Corp, Peking.

TELEGRAM.
I |“| Hoxcxexa, 3rd December, 1889.
it To W. Keswick, Esq.,

c;0 Mcssrs. Jarping, Marnesox & Co., Loxpox.

Chamber of Commerce after due enquiry have reason to believe the

it Telegraph Convention has not yet been ratified.

| IHoxGcKkoxG GENERAL Cad BER OF COMMERCE,
Hoxexoxg, 10tk December, 1889.

Deaxr Sir,—I had last this pleasure on 30th October and now beg to
ask your attention to the subjoined telegram forwarded to Mr. WrrLran
Keswick and having reference to the threatened Convention between the
Chinese Government and the Telegraph Companies. The information that
the Convention had not been ratified was received from a member of the
Diplomatic Body in Peking, and so far as this Chamber is aware negotia-

|‘ tions are still in abeyance.

Mr. Hennicker Hearox returned to England by last mail armed
with recently acquired facts regarding Postal arrangements in the East,
and prepﬁred to renew the crusade against dear Postages in the re-opening

of Parliament.—I have, &e.,
I F. HENDERSON, Secretary.

Kwnric B. Murray, Esq,

Secretary, Loxpox CHAMBER OF COMMERCE,

. SHANGHAI GENERAL ChAMBER or COMMERCE,
S1ianaual, 14th February, 1890.

Sir,-- I am desired by the Committee of this Chamber to hand you the
enclosed copy of a letter to the Secretary of the China Association on the

subjeet of the proposed Chinese Telegraph Couvention, it heing reported on
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reliable authority that this Couvention is still unvatified and that the parties
interested arc unable to coms to an understanding nader which ecivcimstances
the Committec deem it advisalle to coutinue their efforts to prevent the
completion of an arrangement prejudicial to the interests of the trading
communuity in China.—I am, &ec.,

GEO. R. CORNER, Secretary.
on. P. Ryrie, Chairman,

GexERAL CHAVRER OF Coaxvere:, Hovoxkova.

Copy. SHaNGlIal GryEraL CHAMBER or CoOMMERCE,
Suaxauar, 11th February, 1890.

Sir,—The attention of this Chamber has bocn dirceted to persistent
rumonrs of a proposed Convention between the existing ‘Felegraph Companies
and the Chiuese Authoritics having for its object the maintenance of the
present telegraphic rates charged for messages to Kurope and virtually giving
to these Companies the monopoly of all telegraphic communication between
Foreign Countries ana China.

Application was made in the first. instance tothe Doyen of the Ministerial
Body at Peking in November 1887, when the rumour first gained gronnd but
uo satisfactory reply wus received and the matter remained in abeyauce until
Mareh 1888, wheu the rumonr recurred and in aceordance with the suggestion
contained in the Doyen’s Despateh the Chairman of this Chamber wrote
un-ofticially to His Excellency asking as to the truth of the rumours, who
replicd, that he was not sufficiently informed of the point reached in the
uegotiatious befween the Chinese Authorities and the amalgamated Cable
Companies to be able to give reliable information on the subject.

The rumour was again repeated in October, last year, when the Cham-
ber addresscd the then Doyeun of the Biplomatic Body, Colonel Dxvpy, at
Peking on the subject and received for reply that the Chamber’s communica-
tioit had Leen laid before the Ministers but that he had not Leen authorised
by them to take any action in the matter,

The Committee of this Chamber, from reliable information, have now
very good reason to believe that owing to the protests that have been made:
by some of the IForeign Ministers at Peking to the Tsungli Yamén, the rati-
fication of the Convention with the the two Telegraphic Companies has not
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been made by the Chinese Government, and that the negotiations for the pre-
sent are suspended, though it is not unlikely they may be resumed.

The Committee therefore deem this an opportunc time to again do all in
their power to prevent any snch monopoly being established, as they consider
it would be most detrimental to all commercial interests counected with
China.

China Association trusting that they will use auy means that may ocenr to

With this end in view 1 am requested to lay these facts before the

them as the most suitable, to assist the Chamber in their endeavour to pre-
vent the ratification by the Chinese Goverament of the Convention with the
Telegraphic Companies.—I have, &c.,

J. G. PURDON, Chairman.
R. S. GuNDRY, Esq., Hororary Secretary,
CHiNA AssOCIATION, Loxbox.

.

‘COLONIAL SECRETARY’S OFFICE,
HoNc xoxa, 4¢h March, 1889.
Sir,—With refercuce to the letter from this Department of the 29th

of November, No. 1,696, I am directed by His BExcellency the Gevernor to

No. 298.

inforez you that he is in receipt of a despatch frous the Sccretary of State
for the Colonies, in which Lord Knursror» states that the recommenda-
tion of the Chamber over which you preside, with reference to the appoint-
ment of Mr. A. R. CoLquuouxn to be one of the Commissioners for the
delimitation of the Burmo-Chinese Frontier, bas heen communicated to
the Secretary of State for India.—I have, &e.,
F. II. MAY, per Colonial Secretary.

‘The Honourable . RYRIE,

Cluirmnan, HoxGroNG GENERAY. CHAMBER 01 COMMRRCE.

Q- -

TELEGRAM. .

HoNGKoNG GENERAL CnaMBER oF COMMERCE,
HoxaxoNg I8¢ April, 1889.
Dear Sie,—I was yesterday afternoon put in possession of your
telegram reading.
““Send copy petition coasular invoices KurrL Secrctary,” I am somewhat
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at a loss to understand to what this message refers as so far as I can
discover the attention of this Chamber has never been directed to the
subject of Consular Invoices—presumably for America. Should further
research prove that I am in error I shall be happy to again address you on
the subject.—TI am, &c.,

F. HENDERSON, Secretary.
0. Kru., Isq.,

Secretary, CHAMBER 01 COMMERCIE, YOKOHAMA.

YoroHAMA GENERAL CHAMBER OF COMMERCE,
Yexonana, 26tk April, 1889.

DEAR Sir,—On the 17th instant, several of our members told me that
your Chamber bad sent a Memorial to Washington regarding the vexa-
tions and troubles caused ULy the necessity of having to make Consular
Invoices, &c., &c., and suggested that I might get a copy of your address
for circulation here with a view to do a similar thing on our part.

As I was just on the point of leaving Yokohama for a week’s trip in
the interior I had to make matters short and telegraphed you my request
to send me a copy.

I trust you will not find it inconvenient to grant this request and send
me the desired copy,which no doubt will incite the members of this Chamber
to act in a similar manner.

Always ready for reciprocity.—I remain, &e.,

O. KEIL, Seeretary.
The Secretary,

CHaMBER oF CoyaErce, HoNGgEONG.

R.
FEES AND COMMISSIONS CHARGEABLE TO SHIPS IN
DISTRESS AND ON DAMAGED CARGOES.

CuAMBER OF COMMERCE, SINGAPORE,
: 20th February, 1889.
D:2ar Siz—I leg to forward a copy of a Cireular letter of date 17th
December last addresscd by the Cemmittee of Lloyds to this Chamber, and

uo doubt to the other Cliambers at British Colenies, complaiuing of the high



[ 96 ]
R.

rates for ships business sanctioned by many Chambers of Commerce and
proposing a greatly reduced scale.

The matter secrns to my Committes to bz one in which joint action, or
at least an inter-change of views, on the part of the Chambers of Commerce
in the East is to he desired, so that, if any change is made, it may be on
some principle clearly defined and generally accepted and adhered to.

I am, therefore, to invite yon to inform my Committee, whether in yonr
opinion there is any ground for the complaint made in the letter a copy of
which I enclose and if your Chamber is disposed to make any change in the
direction indicated.~—1I have, &c., '

ALEX. GENTLE, Secretary.
To the Secretary,
Cuamser or CoMMERCE, HONGKONG.

ITonckoNg GENERAL ('naMBER oF COMMERCE,
Hoxuwone, 25th April, 1889.

Dzar Sir,—I have the pleasuro to acknowledge receipt of your esteemed
favour of 20th Febrnary handing copy of a Circular Letter from the Com-
mittee of Llovd having reference to Fecs and Commissions chargeible to
ships in distress, and on damagel goods—for which tbe Committee desire me
to thank yon—=n copy of the docttment had already reached this Chamber
dircet.

I deiayed replying to ahove favonr expecting to have been able by wait—
ing to place hefore yon something approaching a general expression of opinion
regarding the changes suggested by Lloyds Committee, but though thess
have been brought to the notice of Insurance Companies and others interested
the question has apparently atteacted little attention and so far the Chamber
has not received any commnnications on the subject.

Under these cirenmstances the Commnittee regret that they do not, at
present, see their way to move in the maiter, hut should oceasion arise later
on calling for action on their part, they will very gladly avail themselves of
it, and also of any opportunity that permits of their again having the pleasnre
of correspondling with yon on the snbject.—I have, &c., _

I'. HENDERSON, Secretary.
Thle Sccretary,
Curayeen or COMMERCE, SINGAPORE.

Lroyv’s 17¢h December, 1888.

Sik, —I am instructed by the Committee of Lloyd’s to inform you that
complaints have been made to them of certain fees charged in some Dritish
Colonies under the sanction of the Chambers of Commerce of those colonies.
I am in couseqneuce directed to beg that you will be so good as to point out
to the Committee of the Chamber of Commerce in Hongkong that the large
increase in tie tonuage of vessels has within late years caused a correspond-
ing increasc in the size aud value of cargoes, and that rates of commissions
levied on the basis of the values of cargoes, which were reasonable in former
days, when small sailing vessels were chicfly employel, would rise to un-
reasonable sums at the preseut time when cargoes are of comparatively enor-
mous value,

My Committec would also wish to remind you, that on account of the
extension of telegraphic communication througlut the world, agents can
relieve themselves of considerable responsibility by requesting instructions
by telegraph, and that this greatly reduced responsibility should be taken
into consideration in estimating remuneration.

My Committee would therefore venture to suggest to the Committee of
vour Chamber of Commerce that in case commissions sanctioned by that
body have uot been revised within the last few years, it might be desirable to
allow the same 1o be considered and my Committee consider with regard to

commissions on disbursements, the charges should now be as follows :—

(«.) When a banker’s or other approved credit is provided, 1 per

cent.

(h.) When funds are found by the Agent, and the amount is drawn

for without recourse to bottomry, 2% per cent.

They would also wish to bring under the notice of your Chamber of
Commerce the scale of fees which after mature consideration has been adopted
Ly the Committee of Lloyd's as a basis for charges to be made by Lloyd’s
Agents, which appears to my Committce might be reasonably adopted by
vonr Chamber of Commerce.—I am, &e.,

II. M. [IOZIER, Secretary.

The Seeretary,
CiiaMBER oF CoMMERCE, ITONGKONG.
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1. For attending survey and valuation of gools, if
under £200 in value, including graunting certifi-
cate and attesting doCumMents, . ..ecovveriiaiaaiienn.

2. For attending survey and valuation of goods, if
£200 or upwards i value, for every day’s at-
tendance during which the valuation or survey
continues, including granting certificates aund

attesting doeuments, .....o.ociiiiaiiiiiiiiian,

o]

. For attending sale of goods, if the purchase money

e e 200, ooocsoa0000000e0060a0aE00aa GER0E00R0 SEaE0G
4. For atteading the sale of gouds, it the purchase
money is £200 or upwards, for every day duving

which the sale continues, .io.occivvieiiiiiinneinnne.

[<]]

. For supplying bottomry, respondentia, or arbitra-
@D HDFLD, c0go000000000000000000069IVOCIDOD EECACAVEOE0G

6. For attesting bottomry, respondentis, cach copy,...
7. For certificate of report relating to the condition of
a ship, her machinery, or cquipment, or any
portion thercof, or to the condition or stowage

of her cargo, or any portion thereof, or relating

to the sale of a damaged hull, or her cargo, or

any portion thereof, in adiditiou to expenses, if

DIRY5 omm00mmS SBo0 60060 o000 600t OaE0AERCOC0HOBEHOCOHEEE

8. For filing a request for survey and issuing order of
SERFERY,, oomatodocnagoo an0000 cono BRI 0a0000aa0 000

9. For making out and registering a copy of any do-
cunent, if not exceeding 100 words,..o.oo.veviiees

10. For making out and registering a copy of any

deeuwment, if exceeding 100 words, for every

additional 100 words, or fraction thereof, .........

Agents’ I'ees not.

to exceed.
Beyond
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HoNvgkonG GeNeErAL CHAMBER 0oF COMMERCE,
YoxakoNG, 9/ Hay, 1889.

Dear Sir,—The Committee of this Chamber are desirous of obtaining
some general expression of opinion regarding certain changes in the Scale of
Commissions and Fees, chargeable at British Colonial Ports, to vessels in
distress and en Damaged Goods suggested in the accompanying Circular Letter
from the Sceretary of Lloyds, and I shall fsel greatly obliged if you can make
it convenient t» take the matter into consideration and favour me with a
reply expressing your views.

The question is interesting alike to shippers and Insurers, and the Com-
mittec proposc to direct enquiry in both dircctions.

The expression of your opiuien, for which I venture to ask, will be
valuable as that of a local underwriter.—I am, &ec.,

F. HENDERSON, Secretary.
W. J. SaunbpERrs, Isq., Aeting Secretary,
Ux~ioy Ixsuranck Sociery o Caxrox, Loitep.
Similar letters to—North China Insurance Company.
China Traders’ Insurance Company.
Canton Insurance Oifice, Limited.

Yangtsze Insurance Association.

USI0N INSURANCE SeCIETY or CANTON, LIMITES,
ileap Orrice, HoxNsiong, 18th May, 1889.
AR Six,—I have the pleasure to acknowledge the receipt of your
letterdated the ninth Instant asking for my views as to the reduction in the
feces charged for commission on disbursements suggested by the circular letter
dated the I7th December, 1838, from the Comaiittce of Lloyds.

[t woulld s:em that Erom the point of view of underwriters all reductions
of fees ars to Lz recommended, providzd the fee is notreduced to such a point
that good Agents would b2 unwilling to anlertake the services required at
the remaunsration provided. The reduction submitted is, as I understand,
that the Commission charge ble for making disbursemants, when a banker’s
or approved erelit is provided, be fixed at 1 per cent. instead of 2% per cent.,
and I should think that in such cases Agents wonld usually be willing to

provide fundss at the lower Commission.
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Regarding the scale of fees fixed for Lloyds Agents, the liasis seems a
fair one but the services mentioned not such as would be often required in
the case of this port.—I have, &ec.,

W. J. SAUNDERS, .tcting Secretary.
The Secretary,
HoNcERONG GENERAL CIIAMBER OF COMMERCE.

Y ANGTSZE INSURANCE Ass0oCIATION, LIMITED,
HongroNG AGENCY, 25th May, 1889.

DEARz SIR,—We are in receipt of your favour dated the 9th instant ask-
ing us for our views regarding certain changes in the scale of commissions
aud fees charged at British Colonial Ports to vessols in distress and on
damaged goods; aud in reply would state that we consider the scale of
charges suggested by Mr. H. M. Hozier, Secretary of Lloyd’s, to be very
fair, and by no means unreasonable, and we quite agree with him that the
large increase in the tonnage of vessels, the more valuable cargoes and the
extension of telegraphic communication all tend to a large reduction and
revision in the scale of charges and we do not see why the tarif of charges
suggested by him should not be adopted.—We remain, &c.,

RUSSELL & Co., Agents.
I*'. HexpERrsoN, Esq., Secretary,
HonGkONG GENERAL CriaMSER or COMMERCE, HHONGKONG.

CHiNA TrRADERS’ INsURANCE Cedrany, Liatep,
HonGrong, 25th May, 1889.

BDEAR Sik,—IT am in receipt of your favour of 9th instant enclosing copy
of a communication received by you from the Sceretary of Lloyds regarding
the scale of commission and fees charged at this port in connection with
damaged goods and vessels in distress, and asking for an expression ol my
views therecn.

The charges now sanctioned by your Chamber were drawn up many
years ago, I believe when sailing vessels composed the principal “portion of
the shipping which visited the port, and, with the Secretary of Lloyds, I am
of opinion it would be an advantage to all parties if your tarif were revised

and hrought in conformity with the present conditions of trade.
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The Commissiou on dishursements suggested by the Secrctary of Lloyds
aud the fees allowed to Lloyd’s Agents, mentioned in the same letter, I con-

sider fair and equitable.—I am, &e.,

W. H. RAY, Secretary.

F. HENDERsSON, lisq., Secretury,

HoxeroNe CnadBER or COMMERCE.

Nortn Criva InsuraxcE Company, LinitTen,
HoxckoNG, 27th May, 1889.

Drar Sir,—I{aving now considered your letter dated 9th May enclos-
ing a Circular letter from the Secretary of Lloyds, I am iu a position to
reply to it.

Comuniissions on isbursements—Referring to the scale of commissions
adopted by the Chamber which appears on Page 205 of the Hongkong
Directory for this year, I ohserve that the rate allowed for “Paying and
receiving money in Cnrrent Account” is 1 per cent., and it seems only
reasonable that the Commission on Disbursements when a Banker’s or other
approved credit is provided should be the same. The rate for paying ship’s
disbursements appears in the sume scale as 2L per cent. and is probably
intended to apply to cases where the Agent finds the funds aud draws for
the amount.

A slight amendment in the wording of the Chamber’s present scale is
therefore ail that appears to be necessary if the recommendation of Lloyd’s
Commiittee is approved,

Agents’ Fees.—I am strongly opposed to the adoption of any such
scale which bas evideutly been drawn up by persons nnacquainted with the
cinstoms of this yort.

A far more serious question, however, than either of those alluded to
above is that of the “ Agency ” fee for attending to the business of vessels
under average, which in several recent cases has appeared to me out of
proportion to the amount of trouble incurred. It would of course be impos-
sible fo draw up auny scale for snch fees, but if the Committee are taking the

whole snhjeet into consideration, I' thinl it is a point which might well be
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brought to their notice with the view of some provision heiug wmade for the
re-opzning of the **Agency” fee wnder appaal to the Committee of the
Chamber, or some other compeient tribunal, when Underwriters ov other
parties interested consider the charge made to be cxcessive.—! am, &e.,
B. C. T. GRAY, dcting /lger.
FForrarroxy HeNDERSON, ¥sq., Secretury,
HoxGKONG GENERAL CHAMBER OF CCOMMERCE.

CaNtoN INSUGRANCE OrrICE, LIdMITED,
Hoxuxoxag, 28th Mlay, 1889.

BEAR Sir,—We are in receipt of your favour of the 9th instant, enclos-
ing a Circular Letter from the Secretary of Lloyds suggestiug certain
changes in the Scale of Commissions aud Fees chargeable at British Coionixl
Ports, to vessels in distiess aud on damaged goods and the same has had our
attention.

In reply we Leg 1o state that with regard to Commissions on Disburse-
wents, as the present Seale of Iees sanctioned Ly your Chamber is ideutical
with that suggested by the Seeretary of Lloyds, no revision is called for,

Agents’ Fees as at present charged iu this Colony Leing somewhat less
than those suggested, and in our opinion quite high enough, we sec no necees-
sity for alteration.-—We are, &e.,

JARDINE, MATHESON & Co,,
General Agents, Canton Insurance Office, I.d.
¥. HENDERSON, Esq., Secretary,
HoNGrenxG GENERAL CHAMBER OF COMMERCE.

HonNGgrONG GENERAL CrausER OF COMMERCE,
HoNGKrONG, 28tk June, 1889.

Sii,—I must apologise for this very fardy acknowledgment of your
csteemed favour of 17th December. ‘The delay in replying has in some
measure been with the hope of arriving at somethiug like the collective
opinion of those interested, regarding the changes suggested in above favour,
in certain Fees and Commissions charged in British Colonial Ports on Goods
and Ship’s Disbursements, but the subjeet has attracted little attention out-
side the representatives of the different Iusurance Companies, who seem to

be all pretty well agreed as to the equity of the proposed alterations.
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Tle ratz of Commissiou on Ship's Disbursements as approved by this
“hamber when funds are provided by the Agents is the same as proposed by
you 2% per cent. lut there is ne provision in the tarif fixing the rate when
funds are provided by means of Bank or other approved Credlits, It was
suggested at o recent Meesting of the Committee of the Chamber that a fair
commisztiou under the latter cirenmstances would be 1} per cent., but that was
mercly suggcestive as alterations in the tarif can only be sanctioned at a Gen-
eral Meeting of Members.

The remuncration to Agents attending to the husiness of vessels under
average occasionally gives rise to discussion Letween parties interested, hut
that gencrally arises wheu the services rendered are, or supposed to be, of an
exceptional nature, and where fixed rules become somewhat diffienlt of aps

plication.—1 have, &,
. F. HENDERSON, Secretary.

H. M. HoziER, kEsq., Neeretary,

L1ioyps, LoNnox.

HoxeKkONG GENERAL CHAMBER 0 COMMERCE,

IHoNGrONG, 18th July, 1889,

DEAR Sir,—Axking reference to my letter of 25th April, T now beg to
hawd you herein copy of this Chamber’s reply to Mr. Hozikr, Secretary,
Lloyds letter of 17th December, proposing changes in certain Fees and
Commissions charged iu British Colonial Poris.

You will notice from sy letter that the discussion of the question raised
has not made very much progress here.  The Commissions in ordinary dis-
bursements, approved of hy this Chamber, are much the same as those
suggesied by Mr. HoziER, and searcely stand in need of revision.

The remuneration due to Ageuts attending to the business of vessels
under average not unfrequently gives risc to discussion, but this point Mr.

Hozier does uot make prominent.—I am, &e.,

F. HENDERSON, Secretary.

The Seeretury, CuaMBER 0r COMMERCE, SINGAPORE.
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CaAMBER oF¥ COMMERCE,
SINGAPORE, 26th July, 1889.

DEar Sir,—I beg to own receipt of your letter of 13th instunt, with
inclosure, relative to the question of Commissions recently raised hy Lloyds.
The subject is still under the counsideration of my Committee who are also
in correspondence with Bombay on the matter.—I am, &c,

Arex. GENTLE, Secretary.

Tle Secretary,
HoxcgoNG GENERAL CraMeer or CoyMMERCE, HONGKONG.

Lroyv’s, 25¢h October, 1889.

DEAR S1R,—I amn directed to express to yon the hest thauks, of the
Committee of Lloyd’s: for vour letter of the 28th Jnne in reply to mine of the
17th December npon the snhject of the fees charged under the sanction of
the Chamber of Commerce, and shall be very glad to hear from yon in due
course the decision which may be arvived at by a general meeting of your
members.

I may add that various Chambers of Commerce with whom my Comn-
mittee have been in communication with regard to this matter have adopted
the scale of feecs which I ventured to submit for your consideration in my
previous letter.—I am, &ec.,

H. M. HOZIER, Seeretary.

The Secretary,

Hoxcron GENERAL CrayieER or CovvenrcE, HoxagrnNg.

=.
No. 700. - CoroviaL SecreTary’s Orricy,
HoxcroxG, 4th May, 1889.

Sir,—I am directed by His Tixcellency the Governor to transmit to you,

for the consideration of the Chamber of Commerce, the annexed copy of a
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letter and its enclosures respecting an Exhibition to be held in New Zealand
in November next, and to enquire whether the Chamber is disposed to take
any part in it.—I have, &e.,
FREDERICK STEWART, Colonial Secretary.
F. HENDERsoN, Esq., Secretary,
Hoxuroxe GENERAL CiAMBER oF COMMERCE,
&e., &e., &e.

Dux~EDIN, 222d March, 1889.
"Sir,~—I have the honowr by request of the Executive Commissioner to
inform yon that & New Zealand and South Seas Exhibition will be held here
extending from the 26th November, 1889 to the end of April, 1890, to the

success of which support in the shape of exhibits is respectfully requested.

Should you care to ssend any from Hongkong it will be necessary that
the freight Le paid on them to Dnnedin but on arrival they will be lauded
free of duty and space will be given to them.

Enclosed you will find a few copies of the prospectus of the Exhibition
and forms of applications for space for exhibits, in wbich doenments full in-
formatien is given.

By post I send you a newspaper giviug an account of the cercmony two
dags ago of laying the foundation stone.

Should yon desire auyone here to look after such exhibits as you send
it will give me great pleasure it you will avail yourself of my services which
arc at your disposal.—1 have, &c.,

*J. C. MACKENZIE.
The flonawurable,

TuE CorLoNiaL StCRETARY, HONGILONG.

IONGKONG GENERAL CHAMBER OF COMMERCE,
Ho~NGxoxe, 8th May, 1889.
Sir,—I have the honour to acknowledge receipt of your valned commu-
nication of 4th May handing various papers having reference to an Ixhi-

bition to be held in New Zealand during the present year, and engniring if

this Chamber would be disposed to take any puart in it,
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I am directed by my Committee to request you to convey to His Ixeel-
lency the Goveror their tianks for his cxtreme courtesy in placing these
doeuments betore the Chamber, and to state in reply to the above cuguiry
that while fully appreeiating the general usefulness of such Iixhibitioas, any
active participation in the movement nppears to them to be almost heyvond
the scope of this Chamber's operations.—I have, &e.,

. HENDE {SON, .\'e(-r(-tnr‘,-/_

[on. F. Srewart, LL.D., Colonial S.ceetary.

T,

Bexcar CHAMBER oF COMIIERCE.
CaLcutrTa, 27th December, 1889.

Circular No. 214-'89.

Mesro:—The following is circulated by order of the Committee for the

information of XMembers of the Chamber. L

S. E. J. CLARKE, Secrctary.

HOLIDAYS.

BENGAL.
Holidays under the Indian Negotiable Instruments Act, XX VI of 1881.

[ Bxtract from page 1010 of Past I. of the “ Calcutta Gazetie”
of December 11th, 1889.]
NOTIFICATIOX,

The Oth December, 1889.— Under section 25 of Act XXVI of 1881
entitled “The Negotiable Iustrumeunts Act, 1831,” the Lieutenant-Governor
hereby declares the following days to be public holidays during the year
1890 :—

25t IR anuanyse e te B L Sripanchami.

6th Mawch........ - a3 18 o S p A iog P ORICE AR Dolejatra.

ShA pua R E R o S e Baster Saturday. 4
BT A o i o2 L 9 - e ki pgOC0=RRd 2 s Sk Ohaitsankranti.

DY EN IR Fy S O S P R R e Empress’ Birthday.
9.0 & 11 I N et e . e B L S Dashiabara.

7 EPAT TS L S e e Janmashtami.

[3HIRE ctol e ————\] 2] )] e y 2

18th, 20th to 25th and 27th to 29th October... Durga and Lukhi
Pujahs.

11th and 12th November .................ccooon .. Kali Pujah.

20th and 21st A » N P ek B P L om o Jagadhatri Pujah.

24th, 26th and 27th December ...... 2 I The day preceding

and two days fol-
lowing Christmas
Day.
Sundays, New Year’s Day, Good Friday, and Christmas Day are public
holidays under the Act.

H. J. 8. COTTON, Ofy. Secy. to the Gout. of Bengal.

Horipays UNDER CHARTER-PARTIES AND SH1PPING ORDERS.

With reference to the above Notification, the Committee of the Bengal
Chamber of Commerce, empowered in that behalf by the Resolution passed
at a Special General Meeting of the Chamber, held on 5th December, 1888,
do hereby declare that the holidays specified below shall be the holidays
during the year 1890, recognised by the Chamber uuder Shipping Orders
and Charter Parties as holidays according to the custom of the Port:—

Holiday. Bate. Number of days to be
observed as holidays.
New Year's Doy, «ccooeeccieens Wednesday, 1st January, 1890,. 1 day.
Suipanchiami, ool Saturday, 25th " ol 1 day.
Good Briday, . ota... oot Friday, 4th April, 1890,............ 1 day.
Empress’ Birthday, ... ....... Saturday, 24th May, 1890,......... 1 day.
Durga Pujah, 20th, 21st and
23 rd RO 0 e Monday, Tuesday and Thursday, 3 days.
EnlemEPojaty ooy e . 2 Monday, 27th October, 1890,...... 1 day.
183y M SN, sk e oo oqprobamonp oot Wednpesday, 12th November, 1890, 1 day.
¥ aaadhatiifRaiahyss . Friday, 21st November, 1890,.... 1 day.
Christinas, ..........o.ceeee.iao| Thursday and Friday, 25th and
26th December, 1890, ......... 2 days.

All Sundays are Holidays.

e =

MAHOMEDAN HOLIDAYS.
The following Notification affecting public offices appeared at page
1062 of Part L. of the Calcutta Gazeite of December 25th, 1889:—

NoOTIFICATION.
The 24th December, 1889.—1It is hereby notified for general information
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that on the following Mahomed'a holidays during the year 1890 all public
offices und Revenue and Magisterial Courts in Bengal, with the exception
of the offices of C'ollector of Customs, Shipping Master, the Registrar of
Assurances, Calcutta, the Collector of Stamp Revenue, Calcutta, the
Stamping Department of the Office of the Superintendent of Stamps, Cal-
cutta, and the Salt Rowannah and Opium Sale Departments of the Board
of Revenue, shall be closed:—

Eed-ul-fitr, which falls oun the 215t May, or, if the moon be not visible
on the 20th May, on the 22ud May.

Eed-uz-zoha, which falls on the 28th July, or, if the moon be not
visible on the 18th July, on the 29th July.

Mohurrum, the last two.days of which fall on the 26th and 27th
August, or, if the moon be visible on the 16th August, on the
25th and 26th August.

Fatialb-doaz-dahum, which falls on the 27th October, or, if the moon
be not visible on the 15th Qctober, on the 28th October.

H. J. S. COTTON, Offg. Secy. te the Govt. of Bengal.

BOMBAY.

Pusric Horipays For THE YErAR 1890.

Sanctioned by Government under Section 25 of Act XXVI. of 1881,
entitled the *“Negotiable Instruments Act, 1881”7 :—

NewaY cor . i e 204 January....c.ceeeieenenee ITIIT S5y s e, o . 1 Day.
LT e e 6th March, ..... e [LEN TR QR e ——————— ) S
Jamshedi Naoroz ...21st March .....c..ooooeeiiien. IR N o srmooarontioe - o sosaaio TR
Rampavami ............ 296hE 3 o nCTime - Saturdn yRescee e S U
TASE e e s 5th and 7th April .... Saturday and Monday ......... 2 Days.
Queen's Birthday .....24th May' ............ % ooo0men Saturday.ceee.e oveen. e S I Day.
Cocoanut Day, ......... DISERL i Ty e, . e [IEhiarScla yAoeeee. oo ol o8 acB¥ G LN,
Gokul Ashtami......... 8th August . .ecoeveericnniians TP WA coooeaosasamsoBioaaongoraaaadl | o
ROHUTT u s 27th August ........cooveennns \Vednesday 5. T soomons B v
Parsi Ncw Year.......I6th and 17th September... Tuesday and Wednesday...... 2 Days.
Ganesh Chaturthi ...18th September ........ ...... Thursday ..cccceevernrennieenne 1 Day.
DUSKETFA. .0 v verennns oe 23rd October .......coceeeennes (L1 1 Sl I L S, SN T
1157 so00ec cosnasonmos 12th and 13th November ... Wednesday and Thursday ... 2 Days.

Ghristning Fee.cett & oe 24th and 26th December ... Wednesday and Friday ...... 2 .
New Year...............31st December........covceunee Wednesday....c.eeeeevereeeenneene 1 Day.

Note.—GOOD-FRIDAY, CHRISTMAS DAY avo NEW YEAR’'S DAY
are holidays under the Negotiable Instruments Act.
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HOLIDAYS UNDER CHARTER-PARTIES

For THE YEAR 1890.

In accordance with the Resolution passed at a General Meecting of
the Chamber of Cominerce, heldl on the 22ud July, 1881, the Committee
of the Chamber beg to inform the Public that the following days have
been fixed by them to be holidays under Charter-Parties for the year
1890:—

ch:' MERR oonomoommancioctost Ist and 2nd Javuary ...... Wednesday & Thursday ...2 Days
e e 6th March .....ccoo oo Thursday ... .......... '
LT o e o e £ (AT 1 TR I'riday
Qucen's Birthday ............ 24 UL Ly Saturday s A
Cocoanut Day ............... 3lst July ............ ........Thm‘sda:y ...........

Gokul Ashtami .. - 8th August ............ ... Friday ... .. ..o .
Mohurram............c......27th August............0.... . Wednesday ... ... -
Parsi New Year's Day...... 17th September ............. chncsda} .... 1 4
Dm‘selia ........................ 23rd October ............ -... Thursday 1 ”
De“"u]z ........................ 12th and 13th November,Wednesday & Thursday ...2 Days.
Christmas ..................... 24th and 25th December,. Wednesday & Thursday ...2 A

By order of the Committee,

JOHN MARSHALL, Secretary.

BomBsy CrAMBER or COMMERCE,
21st December, 1889.

MADRAS.

The following arc the holidays which have been fised by the Mudras
(‘hamber of Commerce for the year 1890 :—

COMMERCIAL HOLIDAYS, 1890.

MEMORANDURM.

Pongul, 1 day—DMonday the 13th J anuary.

Easter, 4 days—Friday to Tuesday, 4th to Sth April, both days in-
clusive. '

Queen’s Birthday, I day—Saturday 24th May.

Whitsuntide, 2 days—Monday and Tuesday, 26th and 27th May.

Avani Avutum, 1 day—Thursday, 31st July.
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Mabalaya Amavassa¥, 1 day—13th October.

Dusserah, 1 day—Wednesday, the 22nd October.

Prince of Wales’ Birthday, 1 day—Monday, 10th November.
Deepavali, I day—Tuesday, the 11th November.

Christmas, 5 days—Thursday, 25th December to Tuesday the 30th

December.
New Year, 3 days—Thursday to Saturday, Ist to 3rd January, 1891,

both days inclusive.
CHARLES LAWSON. Seciretary,

Mapras CHaMBER OF COBMMERCE,
20th December, 1889.

U.

No. 813. CoLONIAL SECRETARY’S OFFICE,
HoNekoNG, 28th May, 1889.

Sir,—TIam directed by the Governor to inform you that, on the appli-
cation of Mr. A. P. MacEwew, His Excellency has been pleased to extend,
until November next, the leave of absence granted to him as a Member of

the Legislative Council.—I have, &e.,

FREDERICK STEWART, Colonial Sccretary.

I. HExDERsoxN, Esq.,

Sccretary, HoNGKONG GENERAL CRAMBER OF COMMERCE.
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MONTHLY SALES

COMI'ILED BY

CHAMBER OF COMMERCE,

DURING THE YEAR 1889.
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MONTHLY SALES COMPILED BY CHAMBER OF 'a-:- COMMERCE DURING THE YEAR 1889,

‘ b 5 ' . g 3 | g E Total
DESCRIPTION OF GOODS, g E = = . ! - -1 2 | E g
' £ 2 £ £ B z & & 2 s : g for 1889.
4 tw = < = 3 " < o o 2 /A
COTTON YARN. - il
BOMBAY,—Nos. 10 @ 208, .ovevs vevinecennnnn. *..bales 7577 1,782 4,926 3754 5,044 6,054 4,322 3,470 2,543 6,703| 2,912 1.703 50,790
ENGLISH,—N08 16 @ 2485 veeeovenrorennioecnens o 933 187 I IR 475 920 375 180 130 100 240 553 799 5,491
NG S @RD B ) e v e < Sz ol e ety 80 210 234 7 10 5 10 70 329 5 1,360
Nos. 38 @ 425.; voevecoemeeeniininenes 1 621 175 104 650 63 & 150 160 35 132 305 3 2,550
COTTON PIECE GOODS.
GREY SHIRTINGS,—061Ibs., . ..o picces 2,800 3,200 400 6,400
AT o qr Boctnes - B P o 5,250 5,570 1.370 - 280 1,050 8,200 5,310 27,030
B 1D om00cgngos T v 38,9201 17,100 | 15,890 9.36( 4,200 3,200| 11,810| 12,540| 16,650| 22,050 16,080| 40,420 ' 228,220
Y@ 10Is, ooy 16,600 8.250( 2550 5,100 1,800  2,050| 2,000] 6,550 2,000 1500 6,700 7,250 56,350
WHITE SHIRTINGS, 54 @ #6 veed. ......... ..... 4,250 300 750 500 . - . 2,250 8,050
BN@LGO i rvevn s . 8075 ... ) 5,075 '
GL@ 66 o ey 7,223] 6,000 5270| 2,750 ! 1200 1,100| 15350 1,950 250 250 3.250| +,800 35,593
Book-folds & Fine,......... ., 623201 29,200 | 48595 37,250 9.100| 21,150| 16,850| 16,900| 16,120 9,241| 25,860| 34,250 326,836
T-CLoTHS,—6 Tbs. (32 in.), Ordinary, . ......... » 110 600 400 1,410
7 s, (32 in.), Ordinary. . cococeee 1,350 900| 2,000 373 1 90| ... o 3,000 £,525
#ibs. (32 in.), Mexicans, ......... 5 300 3,150 3,450
7 ths. (32 in.), Mexicans, ......... 47,765 14,800| 26,173 9,150 5,875 4,600| 10,375| 22,475| 13,870 ) 23,585 | 13.300| 23,077 215,045
8 @ 8.4 0z., (86 L), ceviiverre.... o b 97,620 3.120| 7,570| 12,720 5960 1,395| 3,900| 16,560| 12,560 18,840 25,940| 12,100 150,485
DRrILLS,—English, 40 yards. 133 @ 14D, ..., 525 315 1,800 150 L 295 295 300 1,680 170 75 285 1.425 7475
. FANCY COTTONS.
TURREY RED SHIRTINGE—2.4 @ 3 1bs., ...... pieces 1,240 B 80| 13,800 ) 1,400 1,011 450 1,600 2130 4.215| 11,200 41,706
BROCADYS, —Dyed, ............. 500, §O0505080 oo . 200 2.05G 200 1,700 300 600 100 1.350 7306
DAMABKS, . cvvvneivvenneeennrenenns - s . . . = .
CHINTZES,—Assorted, .....ocooiv coiiicieiaaiais 0 . = - . 250 90 == 340
VELVETS,—Black, 22 in.. ... oo Qcna 1 1,260 670 690 | 500 120 390 3,930
VELVETEENS,—18 IN.. tevvviues vovetiivininancneen ,' : 230 170 120 2,252 4,258
HANDKERCHIEFS, Initation Silk, ...............dozen 3,400 ... 1400, 1,000| ... 10,411
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MONTHLY SALES COMPILED BY CHAMBER OF

LxAD, L. B. & (o. and Hole Chop, ... ......

YeELLow METAL,—Muntz, 16 @ 28 oz,,......

Vivian's, 16 @ 28 07.,....s.

Elliots, 16 @ 28 oz,...... 5

COMPOSITION NAILS, +eveevvnrenineerennnes .......piculs

27,610

. >
DESCRICTION OF GOODS. g :‘Qj 4 =
WOOLLENS.
SPANISH STRIPXS,—Sundry chops, «-ooooooee pieees
GeTman ey o St 300 240 240
HanbIT, MEDIUM & BROAD CLOTHS,............ 48 120 144
T.0NG KLLE,—UGentiilng, .coccveiiois coicavenoies iga =
Assorted, ..o o richts 1,020 600 80 1
CAMLET'S,—Assorted, . &.....coooen Lol o5 ok + 2.810 2,620 2,710 4,480
LASTINGS,—30 yards, 31 in., Assorted,......... s 700 160 820 2
ORT EANSN= a1 nessusn s 8ot St o et 4 1
BLANKITS.—8 @ 12105 ...coviiiveneeeecnne. .. paIrS 80
RAW COTTON.
 BOMBAY & KURRACHEE, ...cocvv <oeee weee.. oo bales 161 373 266 126
BENGAL, RANGOON & DACCA, . ... ceovvieven 2,100 3,200 3,600 2,300
SHANGHAL JAPANESE, I'UNGCHOW &NINGPS, |, 1,300 700 350 400
A RAS s s oo Ir ST T R T Yo
METALS.
R ORI A IRI{O e e o le o o= tae = figwel obaeh piculs 4,400 3,780 2,000
Square, Flat- Round Bar, ... ....c.... 4 1,000 2,980
S, S8 ¢ baomooon o (3 cO00PQ0 BakE I 1,840
Small Round Rod, ....coevceevnnnnnnnn. b0 Tt 2,100 | tdis. 3,000 840
Hoop,...... oA AT [, ! i) o T o 420 )
N raoos e Tk i T o 5 | creks 630
MRV TCERO ) CH e e e S 3 700 280
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COMMERCE DURINSG THE YEAR 1889,—Continued.

5 g =
’ o F § 2 2 Total
£ 2 = ) = £ 2 3 for 1889,
= 3 - < £ S Z A
120 s e 720 840
180 240| ... 204  120]  120| ... 1,734
" 18 41 gl 449
: 20 20
(0 500 100{ 1340 5300( .. 1.360 10,400
50 70| 290] 160| 1,00] e70| 1320| 330 16,820
20| s60| .. 20|  2%0| ... 500 15 3,365
500| .. 220| 100 1,120
g : 80|  500| .. . : 660
102 27| 2s3| er6| 1m 30 2,405
3300 1260| 1500 soo| 913 3350| 55| 3400 26,258
2000 220| 250 so| 60| 20| 200] 350 5,130
10| ... 1,680 | 6280 4000| 3360 30,340
300| 1200 80| ... 6,320
L) 1,008 ... 2,648
1a.

20| .. 1260 1680 ss0| .. [{™* ;:‘]}ég
20| .. 800| ... 1,640
a . L) TR e
210| ... 78| .. 720 750 3,405
3190 8348| 2520 100 2,770| 20940| 32,286 116,980

aea| 765  538| 4sa| mss| L 63| 112 3,567
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Il MONTHLY SALES COMPILED BY CHAMBER OF " COMMERCE DURING THE YEAR 18839,— Continned.

| ‘ g 5 ] § ‘é 2 Total
| . = 3 + =] ) £ ota
DESCRIPTION OF GOODS. g 5 = : : i 2 8
| g % E £ [ 5 g = £ 2 2 g g for 1889.
= & = = | = = 2 = 2 S & =1
] | = s
| .
: METALS,— Continued. .
| | JAPAN COPPER,—Slabs, .........ceooees coeneens. piculs g
! | (i [e P s oc0odio o » 720 720
I ‘ iy . TIN, oo O Pl "N - slabs U 500 350 1,000 1,080 430 480 3.890
il II | PIN-PLATES, +.v.ovveceveeeeerersereeerererensens e boxes |  500| 1u00| 30| 150 1000 ... 7901||== 300 | 1700 o700
| .
¥ s - - cases 1,800
| ‘ STEEL, ..vvverennns o000 a cono R N B cases |z L e i S001 ... LIS ke ![bztl)xes 2,070
\ SUNDRIES & COALS. |
. k- flasks 500
I | QUICKSILVER, «-cecer coveeees oo ceeveeeneneneeno flASKS . 100 e A 150 Sf:‘i‘fs i’goﬂ oee e %pc]s. 400
| WINDOW GLASS, . ersvevseeorssessessrnnes coosoronboxos | 2,000 10001 500|600 1,000 .. 50| 2500 ... 2,980 | ... 11,080
I | 1
KEROSENE OIL, . ....ovv.oeeeeerennnr... 10-galion cases | 120,000 60,0001 ... | 165.060 42,000 ... | 79000 17,000 16,000 .. 499,000
CoaLs,—Cardiff, ......... | oo P Boo R, tons 900 fj=ezs 1 4100 ... o 0o 300| 2,000 ... 14 7,614
l " . i K
. ! AUSETAIAD. cvvoeeeeiaeeereererecernrens 00| 2,100 450 5,000 10,000 2,000( 5260( 17,500] 13000 6000 3000 1,200 66,000
'1I I Checkutzen, ...... R0 50 " =z 1,505 300 2,305
| \
‘ Japan, Takasima, (Large & Dust),... ,, £000| 3,000 1,000 13,000 46,0001 17,000| 9,000 7,000| 9000[ 8000| 20,000| 20,000 157.000
l CHINA, INDIA & STRAITS PRODUCE.
- Rics,—Saigon, Japan, and Siam, ...............pictls | 99,500 [ 110,000] 154,500 | 88,000 | 155,900 | 61,300| 109,800 | 77,800| 164,000| $5,000| 184,000 1,289,800
SuGAR,—White & Brown (Sheklung. Swatow, } 2,300/ 1,400 1,600 500 3300| 1,975 720| 76910| 4500 4000 4,600 101,805
, and Hotlow, . ............. e J ’
| .
5 : 5 E - L bags 2,450
| SUGAR CANDY, veerreneniriiirinenns s PR bags -av 150 300 ! ; 650 |pcls. 450 300 50 300 700 ‘:p;cgsls 4%0
f , AMOY,. 1+ eoveeeeereecene s baskets|  170| e 500| 800 500| L 200 300 .. 200| 600 ... 3,270
I ¥ LTS 7 - pele. 250, boxes
CAMPHOR,—Formosa, (packed),........ocunuve.n. piculs : Dexex 200 hoxes 200 eatex 130 woxes 70 250 { 470, oanes 30 &
] -~
: ; ) i . . r N :1s. 3,47
T o S (aicals Loy bnday iy | peaaieyeadf e 28 . G00| 50|  B00[nima mo)tubs250| Fgte 18 \tubs 255 [tubs 150 4 AL 5565
PEPPER,—WHIte, vovvverenreeeeeeniieriesnns el ¥ 20 30 75 ) ‘ . X s go .. 80 48] .. . 483
BIACICHE = e 0 et " 600| ... 0 ... 170 50| .. 1,260
SATITPETRE Wk [T, cor tuumns SR 02 vereeeenern Dags 2,900 2,000 3,237 8137
° '] e J . |
I SANDALWOOD~—SyANey, .. .cccoveerrrninnianne.. Piculs . : 25 = . 572 o 507
West Australianu...ccoieereien. 4 -us 500 800 1,140 2,444
[ ]
| ]
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FORTNIGHTLY CURRENT QUOTATIONS

®n London Private Docu-
aueraTIONS o i o b e
sight. sight. sight.
Fortnight, ending 1st Janmary, ....... 31k 3,0} 314 314
Do, do. Ihth January, ....... 31 308 3/1% 313
Do., do. 29th January, ....... 3/0 3i0% 3,04 314
Do., do. 12th Febraary, ... 3,04 3,07 B 3%
Do., do. 26th February, ... 30§ 3.0 3.0% 31
Do, do. 12th March, ......... 304 2/11% 3,03 3/0%
Do., do.  26th March, .essisvss 504 2/11% 3/0% 305
Do., do.  9th April,.e. ... 3/03 2113 303 304
Do, do. 23rd April,....... ... 30} 2/11§ 3,01 3.0
Do, Gk GIML R o o 3/03 2113 3,08 3.0%
' Do., QN T M g 2o e 3.0% 304 31 31}
Do., SO St e e LU 304 2,113 3,03 3/07
Do, do. 14th June,........ ... 3:0% 304 31 3}
Dot A0, e2Sthe e Saes ooy, 3% 304 313 313
Do., do. 12th July,. ..o........ 314 3103 EHE 31}
Do,  do. 26th July,..c.i..... 3/1 304 34 3j13
Do., do.  9th August,......... 311 3/0% 314 3,1
Do,, do. 23rd August,......... 302 3/0% 31} 311
Do., do. 16th September, .... 31 3,03 313 312
Do., do. 24th September, .... 314 304 31 314
Do., do.  8th October,........ 313 a3l | 803 313 3i1%
Do,  do. 22nd October,......... 3/13 3114 372 32}
Do., do.  5th November....... 323 31% 3/24 321
Do., do. 19th November,...... 3/23 3.:21 3.3 331
Do,, do.  3rd December,......|  3/33 323 333 333
Do., do. 17th December,...... 33 3/2% 3/31 3/33

]
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DURING THE YEAR 1889.

On ) Gold Go

sight. L 218 touch. | toneh.
Fes. .95 | Re 2234 | Rs- 2234 110296 pm.[9 9 pm.| 13 9 pm. | $32.95 | $33.90
Fes. 3.94 | Re- 222 | Rs 222 (10 , , |83, . | &, $32.85 | $83.80
Fes. 3.92 | Res 2204 | R 220§ |10 ,, , (83 . ,, |12, . |%3315]83410
Fes. 390 | Re- 220 | Re 220 | 9§,, ,, (82, , [ 2, . |$3330]s342;
Fes. 389 | Re- 220 | Re 220 (10 ,, ,, 83, , | 2., . |s33.45| 83840
Fes, 3.88 | Rs 2208 | Rs 220} 110 ,, ,, (8}, . (1, . |s3355 £84.50
Fes. 8.88 | Rs- 2203 | Rs 2201 (10 .. . (83, . |1} . . |s3350 $34.45
Fes. 385 | Re 2204 | Re- 2208 | 97, , [8%, ., |14, . |$3360%3155
Fes. 385 | Re 2214 | Re- 2213 [ 92, ,, |84, . [28 . . |$33.55/¢83140
Fes. 3.88 | Rs- 2224 | Rs- 222} 10 ,, , 8%, . [2}, . |$33.50|83¢45
Fes. 3.91 | Rs. 224 Rs- 224 (94, , |9 ,, , |1} . ., |$3325]8$3420
Fes. 3.87 | Re 224 | Rs. 224 | 93 e ) e SRR E S
Fes. 3.88 | Re 2254 | Re 2253 |10 ,, ,, |94 , . |23 s | $33.05 | §34.00
Fes, 3.92 | Rs 227 | Bs 227 | 93, , |92, . 13, . | $32.05 | $33.90
Fes. 392 | Rs 226 | Rs- 226 | 93, . [83 ., 13 ., . [$32.90($35.85
Tes. 3.91 | Bs 225 Re 225 [ 9%, ,, |8 , ,, |13, , |$32.95]&33.90
Fes. 391 | Rs- 225 | Re 225 | 93, ., 8%, . [1}. . |$8295]¢&33.00
Fes. 390 | Rs- 225 | Rs 225 [ 92, , |84, . [13 . . |s38.03s31.00
Fes, 3.94 | Rs 225 Rs- 225 935 o I8f i ) WLE G L [S33.05:15834. 00
Fes. 394 | Re- 225} [ Re 2253 | 94, o, (84, . |12, ,. |$32.95|¢33.99
Fes. 3.96 | Re- 226 | Re- 226 | 93, .. (83, . |12, . |s3285! 8380
Fes, 3.99 | Bs 226) | Re 2264 | 03, , |82 ., ., |22, $32.65 | $33.60
Fes. 4.07 | Re 2285 | -Rs 2284 | 923, ,, (84, o |1} . . |25 83800
Fes. £11 | Rs- 230 | Re- 230 | 95, ,, [8% . . |18, . |$3L75/83270
Fes. 414 | Re 220 | Re 229 | 94, ,, |8 ., ., |13, . [s31.65]¢3260

Fes. 4.13

Rs

S$31.65
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THE ACTING POSTMASTER GENERAL’S REPORT.

—_—

GENERAL Post OFFICE,

Hovaxone, February 6th, 1890.

Sir,—1I have the honour to forward herewith a Report on the work
of this Department during 1889, prepared by Mr. Travers, who was in
charge of the Department during that year.

2. Having been absent from the Post Office throughout the whole
period under report, I am not in a position to add anything to the facts
submitted by Mr. Travers. I would ask permission, however, to urge
upon the Government the importance of his representations as to the
necessity for a new building. The existing premises were apparently
as closely packed as possible when I left for Europe in 1888, but they are
even worse now. The bad air which pervades the whole building, and
which no doult arises mainly from the shockingly overcrowded servants’
quarters attached, males service here a severe trial to all except those
in the most robust health, whilst the facilities with which the publicmight
reasonably expect to be provided are seriously curtailed from the want of
the smallest margin in the way of room. Several important improvements
are standing over, as they have been for years, from mere lack of space.

3. The site for the new lnuiidiug should, I think, be that at present

occupied, with the sites of the Supreme Court and Land Office. I trust

that the mistake will not be made of cuttiflg down the accommodation
provided to what will just, and only just, suffice for the service as it is. It
would be well worth while to include several suites of extra rooms, and to
let them as offices. As, in the course of years, they came to be required,
the tenants could be got rid of and the rooms gradually converted to
Government purposes.

4. Tt gives me much pleasure to testify to the ability with which the
work of the Department has been carried on by Mr. Travers during my
long absence, and to the state of efficiency in which I {find it on my return.
I know from past experience how heavy a task is imposed on any one who
attempts to conduct this Department as the only English officer in it. The

mere strain on endurance and physical strength in this exhausting climate
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is often very severe, and Mr. TRAVERs is to be congratulated on having
(I fear at some sacrifice of health) conducted the Department alone for
eighteen months without occasion for serious complaint of any kind.

| I have the honour to be,

| Sir,

Your most obedient Servant,

| A. LiSTER,

| Postmaster General.
The Honourable F. Freming, C.M.G.,

Colonial Secrefary,
dec., &e., dec.,

GENERAL Post OFFICE,
Hoxcrong, 31st January, 1890.

| Str,—I have the honour to report on the British Postal Service in
f Honglkong and China during the year 1889.

| 2. The date on which this report has to be sent in malkes it impossible

1 to detail the Revenue of the Department for 1889, which will not Ule
}| definitely ascertained for some months to come.
] The Revenue for 1888 was as follows:—

| GrossER exeniiel 886 NN -——— $148,106.89
IZIHATY, . 50 hoaamocan 0s g5 M acoDTECAGRERSEEc6A L0 S s augor 16,34.5.81
' §164,452.70
B Share of United Kingdom, ................ f.......846,782.26
Contribution towards P. & O. subsidy,*......... 69,041.09
| Share of other Countries,.............ccceevivenn.en 5,502.91
' Conveyance of Mails, ................cc. oeenn. 6,718.30
Working Expenses, ............ T N ... 36,408.14
$164,452.70

. 3. Approximate Statistics for the year 1889 are appeuded. They

-show a general increase of correspondence.

* 1% years at 316,000 a year.
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4. A Steam.Launch has been provided, and by its means the landing
and delivery of mails has ULeen accelerated. It has also enabled me to
establish :L-KOW10011 delivery which, judging by the growing requirements
of that place, appeared to me necessary. At the same time a Harbour

delivery was introduced.

5. I am glad to see that at last the necessity for a new P(-st.Oﬂice h.as
been recognised, but I would venture to suggest that a more suitable site
than North Barracks be selected. It appears to me that the Post Office
should be somewhere in the vicinity of Pedder’s Wharf, which is uot, only
central but the most convenient spot so far as the general publ.ic are
concerned. In my last report I remarked very strongly on the questnotl of
accommodation, and now that a new building has been, I hope, decided
upon, I would urge that the work be put in hand with as little delay'a.s
possible. Rough plans of the rooms more essentially necessary, s.howm.g
their best arraugement and grouping, have been prepared in this

Department.

6. In Mav last the French Government consented to our. request to
allow Marine bfﬁcers to travel on the Messageries Maritimes Packets with
a view of sorting the French Mails, and all arrangements to cairy out this
Service were completed in June,but a dificulty thenarosefrom the fact that
the Agents des Postes were without authority to hand the mail over to our
Officers before arvival in Hongkong. The matter was again referred to the
French Post Office, but up to the present time no reply has been received,
though a settlement of the question in the direction desired. may be
expected very shortly. The Colony is much indebted to the V\cm'nte d'e
Brzauvrg, French Consul, for the warm interest he has taken in this
Scheme and for his constant efforts to bring it to a successful issue.

» In Marchlast the Postmaster General (Hon. ALFRED LISTER)
during his absence on leave worked out the details of a scheme for. Local
Delivery, and recommended that a certain sum be placed on th-e Estm:ates
of this year to defray the expenses in connection with it. This was ucfue,
and if it is approved by thehome Authoritics* along felt want will besupplied.
By Local Delivery must be understood the distribution, not on.ly c?f
correspondence originating in the Colony, but also of that which is

* Approval has now been received, 11.3.90.

(T —
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constantly arriving by Local Steamers from China, Japan, Manila, the
Straits, &. The Colony will receive the following advantages :—

(a) In the town régular deliveries of Local Correspondence quite
independent of either the arrival or departure of Contract
Mails. These deliveries will take place every hour from
8.30 s.M. to 8 P.M.

(b) In the Suburbs there will be three deliveries each day.
(c) All local correspondence will be delivered exactly as addressed.
8. It was suggested to me during the year by several members of
this C'ommunity that it would Le a great convenience to the public if
something could be done to notify as early as possible the arrival of
steamers, so that mails could be sent for a6 once. I accordingly placed a
notice board 1 a conspicuous place outside the Office for this purpose, and
endeavoured to obtam the earliest notice of the arrival of steamers. This
system, however, does not work at all satisfactorily. The launch men of
this Department, engaged in other duties, freqnently fail to report arrivals,
and tle consequence is that the mails are kept on board until it is
convenient for the Agent or Captain to land them, which is very often
hours after arrival. The only way really to meet the difficulty would be by

efficient electric communication with Officers stationed at the Hastern and
Western entrances to the Harbour.

9. In my Report for 1888 I rccommended that the Salaries of our
Postal Agents shounld be raised to such sums in dollars as will fairly
represent the amount of £100 per annum, the original pay of the larger
Agencies, or £50 in the case of the smaller @ffices. I am glad to see that
His Exceliency the Governor has, subject to the approval of the Secretary
of State for the Colonies, decided upon this increase.

10. Nothing forther has been done, so far as I know, with regard to
handing over our Agencies in China to the Custons, and it secms ounly too
probable that they will continue in the bands of the Assistants at the
Cohsulates for sonie time to come. This is much to be regretted, as it
perpetuates a crippled and make-shift service which can never, by any
diligence or care on the part of the Officers employed, develope into a
properly organised Postal Systeni. T am bound to say, however, that, Lad

¢ as the existing organisation is (and I hope this vear will see it a litt.le better)

the Agents at the ports have done the Lest work possible under existing
cirenmstances.
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11. Arrangements were made in May last for the exchange of parcels
between this Colony and Cochin-China, Cambodia, Tongking and Anuam.

12. The uumber of Parcels received and déespatched during the year
is as follows: — :
Tuward. Outward. Total.

By P. & O. Packet, ............. ... 8,203 4,529 12,732
By German Packet,.................. 174 267 441
Total ........... 8,377 4,796 13,173

—— T ae— -

The total number despatched and received in 1888 was 10,593. There

is therefore an increase of 2,580.

13. By the Christmas Mail from Europe we received 527 parcels,and Ly
the New Year's Mail 576. These are the heaviest mails that have set come

under my notice.

14. Money Orders may now be exchanged with France and Algeria

through the medium of the Imperial Post Office.

15. The Peak Delivery has proved, as I expected, a great convenience

The number of letters despatched and received is 3,711 and

to the public.
d my thanks to themanager of the High

288 respectively. Imust again recor
Level Tramway Company for allowing our postmen to travel free.

16. Among the many instances of fraudulent enclosures in newspapers

&e., the following may be mentioned : —

Mrs.-- ., China posted a newspaper prepaid as a single

paper, but containing a dogzen silk haudkerchiefs.

Mr—————, China addressed a newspaper to a lady, containiug

six pairs of gloves and three letters.

ly forwarded, letter rate being charged, and I have no

These were du
n sent.

doubt the addressees would much rather they had not bee

Unfortunately the senders could not be discovered.

i?. Several Parcels falsely declared were confiscated by the Customs

Authorities.

18. The late Compradore CHING TsUx, after
I cannot speak too highly of his services.

03 years service, retired

on pension.
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19. In conclusion I have to express my thanks to all the Officers
employed in this Department for the very efficient manner in which they
have performed their duties. .

I have the Lonour to be,
Sir, ,
Your obedient Servant,
ArrrUr K. TravERrs,
Assistant Postmaster (teneral.
The Honourable A. ListeR,
Postmuster Generdl,
&e., dc., de. \

THE HARBOUR MASTER’S REPOR'I.

No. 106. HarBeur DEPARTMENT,
Honcrena, 8th March, 1890.

Sir,—I have the honour to forward the following Annual Returns for
this Department for the year ending 31st December, 1889.

SHIPPING.

2', The Sbipping Returns show 30,777 Arrivals with a tonnage of
6,371,087 tons, and 30,611 Departures of 6,301,604 tons, making a grand
total of 61,388 vessels and 12,672,691 tons. ‘ 2

3. The following statement shows how this amount of shipping is

apportioned : —
' Ships. . Tonnage,
British 5 ! i
British, e 5,212 300,869
Foreign, R R T E SRR PP EE T EPPPROPS 2,376 f)3’47.1’151
Juuks in Foreign Trade, .0 oo 45,568 5’417,?§>I
8 |
) 53,156 ‘ 2,389,
Junksin Loeal Tradel. ...coo.oooonnnnees 8,232 ‘ : ’gg?,g‘?'(l)
GrandvTotal) sisiinenaa e sevee 61,388 ‘J 12,672,691
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4. ZJompared with 1888, there has been au iucrease of British tonnago
amounting to 26,626 tons, and a decrease of foreign tonnage of 61,213 tons,
There has also been a decrease in the Junk trade of 289,018 tons.

5. Compared with the average of the past 3 years, there is a decrease
under the British flag of 416 ships and 167,053 tons, of Foreign ships, there
is an increase of 53,510 tous.

6. The general trade as represented by the amount of shipping from
and to the various countries does not show on the whole any very marked
alteration. Cochin.-China, Siam, and the Gulf of Tonguin show a falling
off while the Coast of China and Formosa (in British Ships) and India and
Singapore show the cbief increasc. There is however'a considerable falling
off in the Junk trade between Honglong and Coast of China and Formosa.

7. The trade with Great Britain and Continent of Europe does not
differ materially frow that of 1888.

8. 3.669 steamers, 151 sailing vessels and 26,967 Junks arrived during
the year, giving ar average of over 84 vessels daily arriving in the Waters

of the Colony. Of the steamers, over 69 per cent. were British and of -

B 3
these, more than 50 per cent. were ““Ocean going.’
Srean-LAUNCHES.

9. On the 31st December, there were 101 Steam-launches in the
Harbour, of these, 50 were licensed for the conveyance of passengers, 41
were privately owned, 10 were the property of the Colonial Government.
There were, in addition, 6 launches, the property of the War Department.

EMIgrATION.

10. There has been a falling off iu the number of Chinese leaving the
Colony for Ports other than those in China or Japan. One cause of this
falling off is said to be a reduction in the rate of wages paid to coolies in
the Straits Settlements. I am inclined to the Dbelief, however, that the
principal cause is that the Coolie Brokers or ¢ Calchers” who go into the
interior to procure emigrants, are not just now as successful as they have
heen hitherto in securing clients. The fact of fraudulent practices on‘the
part of these ¢ Catchers’’ has become known in the interior, and the Man-
darins have consequently put a check on the people, who are already rather
chary of placing themselves in the hands of the *“ Catchers.”” This is not

an unmized benefit. On the one hand, the number of coolies who are

cajoled into emigrating is reduced, but on the other hand, those on whom

no decept.ion is being practised are distrustful and thus deterred from going,

} Flibzr- ]

11. Tu my Aunu:il Report for 1888 I alluded to the abuses connected
with Chinese Emigration, I have since had no cause to alter the opinion
which I then expressed. An abuse which I did uot therein refer to was

“~tbat of “impersonation” at the examination before the Emigration Officer.
‘Ihis is sometimes detected at the final examination on board, when the
coolie, having plucked up courage, declares that he docs not want to go,
and it is then discovered that although he has a “contract ticket’ which
has been passed Ly the Emigration Officer, be himself has never been
subject to exawination. It also frequently occurs that coolies are found
ou board the vessel with tickets similar in all respects to those issued by
the Passenger Brolker, but which have not received the Emigration Offcer’s
stamp, thus shewing that the holders of these tickets have never been
examined as to their willinguess to emigrate. Enquiry as to the origin of

these tickets is always unsuccesstul, the coolie has always received it from

“a friend”” who, he cannot or will not give up.

« 12, During 1889, direct emigration to Deli (or Medan) in Sumatra
was introduced, previous to this, it used to be done through Singapore.
The first ship that left here direct was the China with 272 emigrants.
When somewhere near Singapore, there was a revolt of the coolies and the
Captain was forced to take the vessel into Singapore. The reason given
for the outbreak was that, the coolies were told at Hongkong that they
were going to Singupore, and they did not want to go any where else. A
similar incident occurred on board the S.S. Kiellater on in the year, and
there has been one more case reported in 1890. 'These “ outbreals”™ are to
my mind easily accounted for, I am of opinion that they are brought about
Ly the Chinese Brokers at Singapore, who desire to re-establish what was
to them a lucrative business, and in order to accomplish this they endeavour
to bring direct emigration into disrepute. They have their emissaries on
Loard the ship, and these succeed in stiring up the coolies to revolt by
telling them that they are being deceived.

13, W hntcver'safeguards are adopted for the protection of the emigrat-
ing Chincse coolies, it will I thinlk always be possible for them to be to
some extent. circumvented by the wily and unscrupulous Chinese Brokers.
I think, however, that if the proposed system of Licensed Boarding Houses,

cand an Emigration Wharf is established, a severe blow will be dealt to
_these rascals, and I have hope that when the system is adopted, we shall
bear little about rel Emigration abuses.
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REGISTRY OF SHIPPING.

14. During the vear, six vessels of 1,694 tons were registered under
the provisions of The Merchant Slipping Act, 1854, and seveun Certificates
of Registry were cancelled. Return No. XVIIT * shows the remaindey 6f
the worlk lone in this Branch.

MArINE MAGISTRATE'S ('OURT.

15. Fifty-three cases were heard in this Counrt during the year.
Refusal of duty (17), and Assault (11) were the principal offences in the
case of ships, and Throwing Ballast into the Harbour (%), and T.caving
without Clearance (6) in the case of Junks. ‘

ExAMINATIONS FOR THE PosT oF MASTERS, MATES AND ENGINEERS

UNDER SECTION 15 oF OrpINanceE No. 8 or 1879,

16. The following table will shew the number of candidates examined
for Certificates of Competency, distinguishing those who were successful,
and those who failed:—

e = -
(x1ADE. | PAssED. I"aiED.

LOMISEOTR, wevuerneeentoncunenasnanensnesosossensomionesse aobens % '?,.5 !
Fipst Nlntes, . .veeeiveienivnnnmacetaneences weype— o~ 32 | 1
Only Mates, «oevereerereeneiiinnnmnniinannnrerinie. ' 2 '
SOl MIEES, .+ evveunenrunrnarsrineecaooiraienaeenans - 1 1

1 57 3
First Class Lngincers, ..., L ST TSP O | 11
Second Class 10GINEEIS, «reeveirivar it e 1| 28 3
L 3 BN =

39 3

MariNg CourTs USDER SEcTION 13 0F OrDINaANCE No. 8 or 1879.
17. The following Courts having been held during the year:- -

1. On the 5th February, 1889, a Miwine Court sitting as a Court
of survey to inquire into the seaworthiness or otherwise “of
the British Steamship Pasig, Official No. 58,335 of Honglkong.
The vessol was found to be seaworthy.

2. On the 26th April, 1889. Inquiry as to the stranding of the
British Steamship Afyhan, Ofticial No. 78,572 of Rochester, '

* Sec Honglong Government Guzctte of 1890, page 502.

g
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on N.E. Head of Lema Island, on the morning of 12th April,
1889. The Master’s (THOMAS Gorpixag) Certificate of Com-
petency was returned to him.

" 3. On the 18th June, 1889
of misconduct brought agaiust Davip LoNewiLr, First Mate
of the British Barque Sir William Wallace, Official No. 63,245
of Newcastle, N.S.W., by Timoruy Ricuarp Browy, Master

Inquiry respecting certain charges

of the said ship. The First Mate’s Certificate of Competency
was returned to him.
4. On the 15th Angust, 1889. Inquiry as to the loss of the
British Steamship Altracraig, Official No. 84,361 of Aberdeen,
on areef off Paragua, on the morning of the 14th July, 1889.
The Master’s (WirLLiam Buyers) Certificate of Competency
was returned to him.
5. On the 9th September, 1889.
oA charges of miseonduct brought against ALEXANDER Cox,
First Mate of the British Barque Mawuna Loa, Official No.
72,640 of Maitland, Nova. Scotia, by Lewis Erris, able
seaman of the said ship. The First Mate’s Certificate of

Inquiry respecting certain

Comypetency was suspended for two years.

6. On the I6th September, 1889.
charges of misconduct brought against CLEMENT YoUNG,
First Mate of the British Barque Omega, Official No. 63,881
of Shanghai, by ArTHUR VERE Broww, Master of the said

Inquiry respecting certain

ship. The First Mate’s Certificate of Competency was re-
turned to him.

7. On the 12th November, 1889. Inquiry as to the loss of the
British Barque Hattie Iv. Tapley, Official No. 83,663 of
Sydney, N.S.W., on the N.E. extreme of Chek Wan in the
Samoun Group, on the night of the Ist Nevember, 1889.

¥ » The Master’s (RoBer:e S. MaLcoar) Certificate of Conipetency
S . was returned to him.

8. On the 14th December, 1889. Inquiry as to the loss of the

- British Ship Nylghaw, Official No. 80,617 of Yarmouth, Nova

s Scotia, on the Pratas Shoal, on the evening of the 25th
November, 1883. The Master's (Warsoy Baxer BuTLER)

Certificate of Competency was returned to him.
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“ [ 130 ] . [151 ]
:I

18. 9,822 seamen were shipped and 10,069 were discharged u«t the

- 1| 23. During the past year, experiments have been made by the Rogal
“ Shipping @ffice and on board ships during the year. - Engineer::, with the object of determining the practicability or otherwise of
It 19. 238 distressed seamen were received during the year. @f thes. blasting a portion of the Bokhara Rocks, so as to obtain a minimum depth
| > Y ’ =] 1
|' ! 44 were sent to United Kingdom, 21 were sent elsewhere and 173 obtained over the Rocks of 5 fathoms.  These experiments have shewn that without
L ¥ . . .
I employment.  $4,390.40 were expended by the Board of Trade in the relief special appliances the operation cannot be successfully carried out. The
\ I| of these men aud $223.13 by this Colony. matter is, however, still receiving attention.
‘ | i s S @overNMENT @uNrowDER DEPOT.
I {ARiNE SurvEYOR'S Sug-DrrarTarent. 2 : :
I 24. During the year there has been stored in the Government Magazine
l- I 20. Return No. XXITI * shews a continued increase in the work of this at Stone Cutters’ Island,
| Bepartment. 1,127 visits were maudle by the Government Marine Surveyor I
. ressels S ' : 5 | Approximate
! ‘ to vessels under snrver. Ko, afiGhos, | pproximate
Ik : o Weight,
| LicnTHOUSES l & .
' : B ——
. e |
i i ati have bLeen maintained as usual 3 =
| 21. The three Lighthouse Stations bh: 1 d Gunpowder, Privately owned, 18,200 | 449,370
during the year. In May, an alteration was made in the nature of the s Gouvernment owned, 632 | 63,200
. . " R TR D e ] 3,23
Green Island Light, the ved shades were dispensed with, and a bright lwht Cariirlens, %‘“‘ ately owncd, ¥ . 11‘22 | l(l)b’ﬁ(-;
| A roverinent owned, ........... o . | a,1¢
1! is now exhibited all vound except over the Kellett’s Bank. A light vessel Fplasive ' e gy . o
| has also been kept up on Kellett’s Bank to mark the spot where eight (Crmmpebs (| 5 R et +Or ,
| { . g . o Government owned, cooovavennn. 9 750
‘ | Junks Iaden with stones have heen sunk as an experiment with the object o
i | l of finding out if the obstruction thus caused will resnlt in a “silting up” . Tl o codh : 21,308 ‘ 25,623
l il \ on the Bank. I do not anticipate much resalt from the experiment. 1 i .
4 |‘ 22, Some little difficulty has been experienced with the Chinese Staff Ou the 31st December, 1889, there remained as und er:—
. l'” ' of the Lighthouses. After being trained to their work of watch-keeping F o : A = =%
. : - ¢ h HYOXimate
|. \ in the lantern, they frequently find the duty too irksome and laborious, No. of Cases, p\}'\'eiz-ll?rl Ve
L - | q i cht,
it| and leave, with or without permission, as most convenient to themselves. & e
il A new man Fas then to he obtained and his training taken in hand, and e - = — - S )|l
-I ‘ with a temperature in the lantern 0f 83% as it often is in the Summer nights * Guupowder, Privately owned, «oooeveiiiin. 4,849 98,810
: _ T e 3 - {(Goverament owned, .. 632 63,200
. ; h £ i T.ight-keeper - ’ = L
the duty of training these men, which falls on the European T.ight-k .I ) Cartridges, Privately owned, ......... 299 33,789
! is a very trying one, seeing that he has Lis own watch to keep bhesides. .- Creverunent owned, 116 17,000
i ) : 5 5T s ] o R . Iixplosive . a2y
‘ Notwithstanding this, the lights have been efficiently maintained. I pro- (,“wil'):mul"} Privately owned,...oo oo, 707 | 36,8322
. A Sl 2 . o . r i i
! : pose, however, recommendiny that & hetier class of Chinese shall in fuvire o i ¥ - Government owned,............ 9 J 750
ul ! De ebtained for the posts of Light-kecpers, these to receive higher rates of -y -
i ; . ; o £ Y EQral s 6,612 252,381
I i wages than at present, and to give secnrity for the proper performance o i 3 :
3
' their duty, and entering into an agrecment to serve for a certain length of 3 -
. : ’ ' 25. The condition of the Magazine is not such as might he desired.
time. = =
| - .S - For several years, white.ants have been at work iu the r fters of the roof,
* See Houg long Goverament Gazette of 1890, page 517, - and although their depredations hivve from tine to time been restored the
=]
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pests themselves have not been got rid of. The eastern euter wall is
cracked owing apparently to the subsideuce of the fonndation. The whaxf
also 1s in a state bordering on the ‘ unsafe.”

The subject also of excluding the public from the precints of the Ma-
gazine is one which, I subwmit, should rececive comsideration. At present,
this is the only portion of Stone Cutters’ Island where the public can land
without special “Permit”’ and when it is cousidered with what care such
like premises are generally guarded, the omission in this case scems to call
for remark.

Inports aND Exporrs (Ortunm) OFFICE.

26. The Return shows that during the ycar the amount of opium

reported was as follows:-—

IS DOT bedsam s o e o L e e ) 5 67,4293 il chests.
T XSO TE e 0 A b o 3 s e v - 61,808; 32 .,
Through cargo reported but not landed,...12,3063 o

19,327 Permits weve issned and a daily memo. of exports was sent to
the Kowloon Customs Office.
I have the honour to be,
Sir,
Your most obedient Servant,

R. MurraY Rumsey, Ret. Com., RN,

Harbowr Master, S

The Honourable W. M. DeaNE,
Acting Colonial Srerctary.

&Le.. Nt &e.









