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RULES AND REGULATIONS.

I. That the Society be stviel Tne Hoxekoxc GrNEraL CHAMBER
or CoMMERCE.

1I. That the oUject of the Chamber shali be to watch over anl protect
the general interest: of Commerce, to collect information on all matters of
interest to the Mercantile Community, and to use every means within its
power for the removal of evils, the redress of grievances, and the promotion
of the commou good ; to communicate with Aunthorities and others thereupon ;
to form a code of practice, whereby the transaction of business may be
simplified and facilitated; to receive references, and to arbitrate between
disputants—the docisions in such reference to be recorded for future guidance.

III. That all Mercantile Firms and persons engaged or interested in the
Trade of China shall be eligible for admission as Members in the manner
hereafter described, and on payment of $50 for Firms, and %13 for single
individuals for the current year, and a like Annual Subsecription, payable in
advance on Ist Jannary.

IV. That candidates for admission proposed by one Member and seconded
by another shall be elected at the yearly Meeting by a majority of votes of
the Members then present, or in the interval, by the Committee, subject to
cenfirmation at the next ensuing General Meeting.

V. That voting by Proxy, or by Members whose Subscriptions are in
arrear, be not allowed, and that not more than one Member of the same Firm
be allowed to vote on the same occasion.

VI. That in the absence from the Colony of all the Partners in a Firm,
their Representative by Power of Attorney shall be entitled to vote.

VII. That any Member may be expelled from the Chamber on the
proposition of the Committee communicated to all the Members, and consi-
dered at a General Meeting, provided that not fewer than two-thirds of those
present vote for the expulsion.

VIII. That any number of Members not less than 10 shall be held to
constitute a General Meeting called in conformity with the rules of the
Chamber, whether yearly or special.

IX. That the Business and Funds of the Chamber be managed by a
Committee of Nine Members, consisting of Chairman, Vice-Chairman nnd
Seven Members, to be elected annually, at the yearly General Meeting of
the Chamber. Four to form & quorum, and the Chairman in case of equality
to have the casting vote in addition to his own.

X. That the Committee shall meet at least once a month, on such day
as may be fixed for the transaction of business, and at other times when
summoned by the Chairman, or in his absence by the Vice-Chairman. The
proceedings to be laid on the table for the inspection of Members, subject to
such regulations as the Committee may deem expedient. In cases of the
non-attendance of the Chairman or Vice-Chairman, a Chairman to be chosen
by the Members present.
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XI. That in case of a vacancy in the Committee, it shall be filled up
pro tempere by the Committee until the next General Meeting ; and that
they have the power to appoint a Sub-Committee from their own numbe1 for
iny purpose whatever.

XII. That a paid Secretary be elected hy the Committee, snch election
to be subject to confirmation at the next ensuing General Mceting,

XIII. That the Annual General Meeting of the Chamber shall be held
in the month of Fehruary (or as soon thereafter as may be found convenient)
of each year; and that Special Meetings shall lie ealled by the Chairman, or
in his absence by the Vice-Chairmau, on the reqnisition of any Five Members
of the Chambler, to he held within ten days snbseqnent to the receipt of snch
requisition.

XIV. That all important questions affecting the Trade of the Port, and
its Political or Commercial relations with the Empire of China or with other
States, may be discnssed at the Yeurly General Meceting or Special General
Meeting for that purpose convened, in the manner plondcd for by Rule X1II.

XV. That the Committee be empowered to frame By-laws, which shall
at once come into force, hnt must be presented for confirmation at the next
ensuing General Meeting of the Chamber; and being so confirmed, shall be
eqnally binding with these Rules upon all Membersx.

XVI. That the Funds of the Chawmber shall be paid into one of the
Banks under an account to be opened by the Committee, and that all Cheques
shall be signed by the Secretary to the Chamber, conntersigned by the
Chairman or Vice-Chairman, or in their absence by one of the ’Committee;
that all disbursements shall be sanctioned by the Committee at their ordinary
Meetings, and that an account shall be audited by two Members of the
Chamber and laid before the yearly General Meeting.

XVII. That a yearly Report of the proceedings, he prepared, and, after
heing approved at a General Meeting, printed and circulated.

XVIII. That the above Rules be added to or altered only by a majority
of the Members of the Chamber present at a General Meeting, ten days’
notice having been given of the proposed alteration.

XIX. That the foregoing Rules be printe:d, and an anthenticated copy,
subseribed by each Member on admission, be kept as part of the records of the
Chamber.

BY-LAWS.

I. The Officc shall be open daily from Noon to 1 o'clock r.1., when
the Secretary shall be in attendance, and ready to communicate with any
Member reqniring information or access to the Records of the Chamber.
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1I. The Sceretary shall attend all Meetings (inchuling those of the
Arbitration Committee, if required), keep a journal of all proceedings, take
charge of all documents, keep the accounts of the Chamber, collect Statistics,
prepare Statements of Trade, conduct and keep copies of correspondence, aud
attend to such other duties as may be required by the Committee.

III. All Communications shall l:e received and answered through the
Chairman, Vice-Chairman, or Sceretary.

IV. No documents belougiug to the ChambLer shall be removed during
Office hours, nor shall any minute of its proceedings be made public svithout
an order of the Committee.

Y. Notice of any proposition or business to be luid before the yearly
Geueral Meeting, or any Special Meeting, shall be given to the Secretary at
least forty-eight hours before the Meeting, who, in the circulur calling such
Meeting, will state the business or proposition, and by whom to be brought
forward.

VI. The meauns to provide a suitable Establishment, and to defray ex-
penses in addition to the Subscriptions fixed by Rule 3, shall be raised in the
following maunner :—DBy the sale of Statements of Trade, by fees on Arbitra-
tion and References, Ly fees for certified copies of the Records and other
Documents in the Archives of the Chamber, and by voluntary gifts and con-
tributions either in mouney, maps, books, or anything which may be useful to
the Institution.

VII. The Committee shall appoint every year five from their number,
three of whom in regular snccession shall be the Acting Committee, to decide
on all cases submitted to the Arbitration of the Chamber, whose functions
shall continue so long as any business brought before them during their period
of service is undecided.

VIIL. The Mcmbers of the Arbiiration Committee shall be entitled to a
Fee of not less than 3, and not more than $20 each, and the Chamber to a
Iee (in additiou) of not less that $10, and uot more than $100, on every case
submitted to the arbitration of the Chamber. The amount to be regulated by
the Arbitration Committee, according to the importance of the case awl the
time occupied therein, subject to an appeal to the General Committee, whose
decision on the amonut shall be final.

IX. The Disputants in an Arbitration case shall he held to gnarantee
the fees jointly and severally to the Chamber.

X. The .Arbitration Committee shall appoiut its own Chairman and
confine its functions to cases when its intervention or advice is requested, and
on no occasion shall it procced with any case unless all the parties subscribe
a Bond making the award a Rule of the Supreme Court. Printed forms of
such Bonds legally prepared, shall be kept for the information of Members
who may have occasion to resort to the Chamber for Arbitration: and the
Committee shall not arbitrate upon, nor take any cognizance of, any dispute
whatever, unless one of the parties interested therein be a Member of the
Chamber.

XI. That in the event of any question as to the construction or applica-
tion of these By-Laws, the General Committee shall have power to decide

the same, submitting the matter to the next General Meeting of the Chamber
for its final decision,
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SGALE OF COMMISSIONS AND BROKERAGES

adopted by the Jlongkong General Chamber of Commerce,
at the half-yearvly Meeting held on April 80th, 1872.

COMMISSIONS

Purchasing or selling Tea, Raw Silk, and Cotton, ...

..--3 per ecent.

. any of above, if as returns for Goods sold,.........2% 3
" @i e e O 00000 ag oadagadtag sotidltgEna o0t a0 0GCTHE %)
" or selling all other Goods and Prodnce, Ships | - 2
il ] Rl BB o ot Joconoooanooogagons } % 2
’ and sclling Shares or Stoeks, vevceveniiniiinennian.. ]l iy
Inspecting Tea or Silk, .1 -
GuaraitCaI g RNy e R o e e e iiel o e s sole e o 2 P
- DR L HH R Mg coBodt 06800000 0oa00000aaarBo RO donl] X
Drawing or endorsing Bills of Exchange,oevvees coviinnen...l1 .
o or negotiating Bills of Exchange without recourse,. & v
Purchasing or lcfthsmﬂ Bullion or Bills of Exchange, «..o.vo 3 5o
Remmrm«r the Pmceeds of Bullion or Biils of Exc]mng(', { '
Paying and receiving Money in Current Acconnt, v..oeee..l &
5  Ship’s Dl~1ml<ement. 3 .2', o
~Collecting=lercight; oo aoeeveearenenen.. ‘_)]: x
()lpt'umnfr Freight or Charter, ........ 066067 ¥
or and collecting same I'reight,...G @
A«Ijuemm Insmance Claims oo Amonut Pecm ercilyeevecoeene 28 ’
Lftecting Tusnrance, on the Insnred Amount, .....cccoeeviaens }
Prosecuting or defending succexsfnlly Claims, either at Law |
O AT it Guige. L. et R e e e »
Prosecuting or defending unsuccessfully, «..... "
Managing Estates and collecting Rents, . vovveieieiiieieiianans.d o
Transhipping and forwarding dJewellery, and Bullion,ee.c.. 1 P
Forwardiug or transhipping Cargo,.... gt cendl ,,

Transhipping or forwarding Opiun, cueeveveiieeeennnns evnnn 52 per chest.
Goods withdrawn or re-shipped, «.cccc.aevevicvaiiiacinsieeneen... 3 Commission.
Granting Letters of Credit, ..oceciiriiaieness srveecveessaennnen.l o cent.

For doing ship’s business wheu no inward or outward Com- ) 20 cents per
migsion is earned,eececeeiiet cviviiiniiieinsienenninaeee. | Register ton.
The conversion into Hongkeng currency of sterling freight inward to Hong-
kong, payable in Hongkong, shall, unless ctherwise stipulated, bhe made
at the rate for Bank Bills on Lendon payahle on demand; and the rate
ruling at the elose of a mail shall be the rate applicable to such purpose

during the subsequent week.

BROKERAGES.

Bills and Butlion.eeeveiieiiiiianiiiaiiionen.. § per cente. Payable by Seller,

Produce & General Merchandise,. coee.venees

=~

= 3! 1 "

100 AN o doommosatiebtonauobaoaamba o oor?! ' - "

For negotiating and completing Charters =y !
2 g P = ! 1 g - by Ship.

and pmcnring ) FTEH o0 80a00000000%000 51
Shares £ per cent. on the amount of
mouey changing hands in the trans- ; Payable by lLoth sides.

NOTION,), sesnaterssenaasssanssans osessioncss.




MINUTES of the Yearly (iceneral Meeting of the lloxckoxa
GrNERAL CuavMBik or COMMERCE, held on the 20th March,
1891, for the purpose of receiving the Report of the Committee
and passing the Secietary’s Accounts for the year ending 31st
December, 1890.

Dresent : —

Mz. E. Mackinrosu (Chairman), Honourable J. J. Keswick. (Viee-
Chairman) Honourable P. Ryrig, Honourable T. H. WuIiTEREAD, Messrs.
W. H. Forses, R. M. Gray, H. Horrivus, St. C. MicHAELSEN (COMMITTEE),
G. pE CHaMPEAUX, G. Snarr, C. A. TonEes, G. WIELEER, I.. PoEsNECKER,
H. W. Dicx, and F. HENDERSON (Secretary).

The minutes of the last annual meeting aud of the special mee.ting held
for the election of a member of the Legislative Council were taken as rcad
and were confirmed.

The election of the following as mewmbers of the Chamber was con-
firmed : —Messrs. The Bank of China, Japan and the Straits Limited,
CraTEr and VEernoN, W, H. Young, E. and S. CoxoN, CowAsJEE
ParLanNJEE & Co., Mine KEe Hong, Wy Sixe¢ HonG, Yuen Fat Hong,
CoHEN and GEorg, Josepr and Lievy, H. Z. Just, G. H. Porrs, E. C. Ray,
T. I. Rosg, and G. D. Scorr. ;

The CHatrMAN—Gentlemen, we bave met to-day to reccive the reﬁort
of vour Committee for the last twelve moutlis. * It is a document that does
not possess many features of very great interest. Still, there are some
subjects which I think merit attention at your hands, The first subject is
the Convention between the Chinese Government and the Telegraph Com-
panies. This Convention, ! am happy to say, is, I think, not only scotched
but killed. We see from the public prints that it is contemplated a line of
cable should be laid between Awmerica and Japan vi¢ Honolulu. This will
help, I Lope, to cheapen the rates that are charged for tclegraphic messages,
but I bardly think we shall be on an economical platform as regards cost
of messages until we have the land lines between Chinaand Ehrope. With
these I think we should be fairly safe, in consequence of the eompetition
we might expect, and also owing to land lines being less expensive and less
costly to Lecp up. The mext subject we deal with in our rcport is the
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Additional Articles in the Chefoo Convention and the opening of Chung-
king. The ﬁasc.o, as I may call it, that has developed from this Convention
is a matter for the deepest regret. I think, however, it is no use to blame
Her Britannic Majesty’s Minister for the want of success, for no doubt he
has instructions from the home Government and has to follow them. Still,
after the privilege of open trade to Chungking had been granted it seems
very regrettable that it should be whittled down to trade in native boats,
or if in foreign owned boats, still boats of native pattern I do not think
the outcome of their diplomacy redounds at all to the credit of the British
Government. My own opinion is that the special privileges we are supposed
to have acquired by this Convention will amount to very little, and that
they will not tend much to develop the trade of that particular district, of
which we were so hopeful. It also appearsto me that the Impefial Govern-
ment of China have little ability to control Chinese officials at a distance
from Peking,' for owing to obstacles apparently thrown in the way by these
native authorities at a distance the possibility of trade on the Upper
Yangtsze has been destroyed. It strikes me, however, that if the British
Government had shown greater firmness in this matter with the Central
Authorities we should have obtained the rights and concessions that were
originally granted by the Chefvo Convention. I must say I feel strongly
in the matter, and I think you will agree with me that the British trade of
China was not built up by such a vacillating and weak policy as has been
displayed in this instance. However, the matter is finished and we must
just accept the inevitable. The next point the Committee refer to in the
report is the Ordinance to amend the law ‘relating to the registration of
trade marks and the Ordinance relating to fraudulent marks on merchandise.
Notwithstanding the recommendation of your Committee the Government
thought fit to pass a law relating to fraudulent marks on merchandise,
although they have no machiaery to carry out this.particular law; they
have no power whatever to enforce it, and it appears to me a considerable
waste of energy to encumber the statute book of this Colony with laws that
are inoperativ'e. The next subject is the emigration of coolies from Swatow
to British North Borneo. This paragraph touches an explanation due to
the Consul at Swatow. In the correspondence published with the last
report we touched on this subject, and what was said appears to have given
the Consul a certain amount of umbrage, or rather be took exception to it.
I may say that notwithstanding this so-called free emigration from Swatow
not a single native can be despatched to British North Borneo under the
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British flag, though the Dutch Government have secured the privilege,
presumably under some agreement with China, for regular departures to
take place from Swatow to Sumatra. One would think that under the
favoured nation clause Great Britain was entitled to the same privilege,
but apparently it is not given; the officials appear to be unable to obtain
any such facilities for British North Borneo, though the country is cla-
mouring for this particular class of labour, and I think the Government of
British North Borneo would gladly accept any of the restrictions or regula-
tions that have been applied iw the case of the ewigration to Sumatra in
order to obtain similar privileges. We now come to the Lighthouse Board.
‘Chis is a subject that has engaged the attention of your Committee for
some time and has been a matter of representation to several successive
Governors. And now I must trouble you with some statistics that will
present the matter in a practical formn. From returus furnished by the
Government we find that from tbe 1st January last year to the 31st March,
a period of three months, light dues were collected to the amount of
$8,119.99. On the st April the dues were increased on account of the
Gap Rock Light, aud from the ?st April to the 80th November the dues
. collected amounted to 856,117.64 making a total of $64,237.63 fur eleven
months. There is one month more wanted to complete the year, which
may be estimated at §7,000, so that in round numbers we may say the total
collection of light dues for the year amounted to $71,000. On a similar
basis we may take it that each twelve months that these increased dues
are in force a revenue of $85,000 will be collected, so that at the end of
1892, and including last year, the total receipts will amount to about
$241,000. That is in three years. Now if we refer to another report, also
furnished by the Government, we find that the cost of the upkeep of the
present lighthouses is about $6,600 a year. For three years that would
make a disbursement of $19,800. I do not suppose the Gap Rock light-
house will be finished and in working order until February or March next.
If we add to that the expenditure for the upkeep of the Gap Rock Light,
say $4,200 which should be ample, and add further the capital cost of that
light, which is not stated, but put it at $160,000; and add further the cost
of the cable which we recommend, say $70,000; and we have a total
disbursement of $254,000. The whole of that will be recouped to the
Government by the additional levy at the end of February or March 1893.
I think I need hardly point out that the success, prosperity, and well-being
of this colony depends solely upon its shipping ; in fact it is its life-blood.
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Our landed property, our revenues from rent, and everything clse is sub-
servieut to the shipping. Our very hopes of becoming a manufacturing
centre in the futurs depend upon our shipping. Each vessel that passes
through this harbour adds to the income of the commercial community of
this place to an extent that would hardly be credited by a casual observer.
I maintain therefore that it is the first duty of every colonist to attract as
far as he posaibly can and not repel the shipping of this colony. If possible
we should do away with all official charges of every kind, uot ounly light
dues, but dues of every kiud, and make the place so that it should be widcly
known throughout the world as absolutely free. (Applause.) Shipping
then would see this was a useful centre, when we gave all these facilities,
and it would increase beyond what it now is. Our contemplated manu-
faeturing industries would benefit by our capacity to receive raw products
and ship the manufactured avticle to every port in the world at cheap rates.
The amouut received from the levy of these light dues is ear-marked as
distinctly as auy fund can be. The dues are levied for a specific purpose;
10 collect more than is absolutely nccessary for the capital cost of these
lighthouses aud for their upkeep is distinetly bad. Itis not ordinary re-
venue. At home I think I awn right in stating, they have endeavoured as
far as they possibly can to assimilate thie income to the expenditure. In
fact I Lelieve that every year an independent Board makes a calculation of
what the probable income will be, based on the previous year’s receipts,
and if the receipts exceed the expenditure a reduction is made, so as to
Lring about equilibrium. Aud I haveseen it stated that there is a strong
moveinent at home to abolish the collection of light dues altogether and
throw the cost of maintaining the lights on the imperial revenucs of Great
Britain. So we see what the feeling at home is on this subject.

Honourable P. Ryr1e—In America I Lelieve there are no light dues.
The Cuarryman-—That I don’t know. Perbaps Mr. FoRBEs can tell us.

Mr. ForBeEs—T1 don’t know.

The Cuairman—Well, what have we done? We have levied these
dues, and the amount collected from 1875 to 1889 has been not only suf-
{icient to extinguish the capital cost but we have piled up a fund which if
invested would be sufficient to pay for the upkeep of all the lighthouses in
perpetuity. This fund, I am sorry to say, has been merged in the general
revenues of the colony, so that it is lost to the community, lostin the sense
that it cannot now he used to grant to the shipping those facilities for
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which I strongly contend. His Excellency the Gavernor asked that it
should be pointed out to him wherein a Lighthouse Board could do better
thau the Government. -It is berein that the Government bas done ill. A
Board such as your committee propose would have brought forcibly to the
notice of the Government the diversion of the fund that has been going on
for the past sisteen years; they would, more persistently than has been
done in the past, have shown the unwisdom of this proceeding; they would
bave impressed on each successive Governor that the original levy was
wade on the distinet understanding that when the original cost of the
lighthouses was recouped the dues were to be reduced or were to cease.
Recently, ou the imposition of the Gap Rock light dues, the question was
again raised, and His Excellency for bimsclf recognised the justice of a re-
duction in the amount as soon as the lighthouse was paid for. Will bis
successor recognise it ? At whose suggestion were these lighthouses built?
Not at the suggestion of the Government, but that of the commercial

community.
Honourable P. Ryrie—The (‘hamber of Commerce.

The CHAIRMAN—Yes, the commercial community represented Ly the
Chamber of Commerce. The Government if left to itself wonld have done
nothing. Surely the presence of the unofficial members of the Legislative
Council as advisers to His Excellency is a sufficient parallel for the neces-
sity of an advisory Board to aclvise His Excellency on this subject; and I
hope we shall see a further development frem this Board and that it will
take the sbape of a Harbour Board also. @f course we cannot find any
fault with the officials. I have not found any fault with them. How can
'they be expected to know accurately the wants of the Colony? I have dealt
with this subject ut some length and I hope the new committee will take it
up, as I consider it is one of the first importance to the Colony. The next
question mentioned in the report is that of direct cable communication
with Gap Rock. T think it goes without saying that when we get this
valuable lighthouse it will Le absolutely necessary and essential that we
should bave dircct communication with it. Survey of the coast of China.
—This, I think, we may consider iu rather an unsatisfactory state. We
appear to go by fits and starts. At one time the Navy give us vessels, at
another time they take them away, just as seems to suit them, but I think
the community would be glad to see a continuous survey until the survey
of the coast was complete. The Pinnacle Rock I'und follows the question
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I bave just spoken on. This fund, which is a valuable one I think for
belping and assisting the survey, has not been touched upon for want of
any vessels to carry out the survey. VVith regard to local weather signals
we have endeavoured, as you will see, to make them more suitakle to the
Colony, and by the courtesy of Commodore Church we have been enabled
to obtain certain privileges by which warnings are in futnre to be hoisted
on the Victor Emanuel. The redifction of postal rates to Burope,—It
appears this (olony will bave to stand the loss, if there should be one,
consequent on the reduction of postal rates. We tried to see, as far as we
could, on whom the loss should fall, but in the absence of any accounts
that are of any value we were unable to airive at any distinet conclusion,
but in our reply to the Government it was distinctly pointed out that the
Continental countries through which the letters pass should bear their
quota; but no doubt you will bave seen, as I bave seen, that there is a
rumour that the Continental countriaz have declined to give up one single
farthing ef what is paid them for the privilege of passing through their
countries. The action taken by the Government in this matter I think is
rather a leap in the dark. It appearsto bave been forced on them by the
home Government in such a way that they Lad to come to some decision
rapidly. This seems rather regrettable, for if more time bad been allowed
we should bave been able to discuss the matter thoroughly and bave seen,
as regards the revenue of this Colony, where the loss should fall. Asa
matter of benefit for the commerce of this Colony I think there is no doubt
the more we rcduce postage the better. I now come to the Sunday labour
question in the barbour of Hongkong. I think there is very little to add
on this subject; in fact it bas been threshed threadbare. The opinions of
ibe Committee, and I think of ihe members, of this Chamber are well
known; at least, when I say all the members, I meau we took npon our-
selves to consult with those members directly interested to ascertain their
views, and they assented to the position your committee took up. Per-
sonally I may say tbat after that interview we bad with a deputation from
the Mercantile Marine Officers’ Association many firms instructed the capt-
ains of the regular coasting steamers that if at any time any of their officers
should apply to be relieved from the supervision of cargo on Sunday in this
barbour their application was to be granted at once, to be freely accorded,
and if the owners of the other lines of coasting steamers were approached
I do not think they would hesitate in according the same privilege. Bug
as bearing upon the question of bardship to individual employés I wouldq
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like to say a word. I would remind those who are agitating the question
that the men who work on Sunday do not work every Sunday. They are
not residents, and it may and does happen that numbers of them, a large
percentage, of those who pass through this port are not called upon to
work on a single Sunday throughout the year; in fact I doubt if the
number of those officers who do work on Sundays in Hongkong greatly
exceeds, if it exceeds at all, the number of those who are compelled to
labour at home on Sunday on what are considered absolutely necessary
works, taking into account of course the difference in the number of the
population. 1n Hongkong the officers seldom have a chance of being
called upon to work on Sunday, while at home the stationary character of
the employé gives no such relief. My remarks must be taken simply as
touching on the hardship to individuals. As to the whole question, I
thoroughly concur in the statements made by the committee of this
Chamber. We now come to the Merchant Shipping Amendment Act (No.
2) Bl . There is really nothing in this that interests us; it is a subject
that refers more directly to the home trade than to this Colony. The
Sharebrokers’ Association of Honglkong is an institution which I have
reason to believe will be very useful to that part of the community, and I
think we may wish them every success. We have hacl one election to the
Legislative Council, that of Mr. Warrereap; aud I think the Chamber’s
election, if I may be allowed to say so, has been justified by result. One
subject is omitted from the report, and that is the Nwmoa piracy. No
mention is made of this simply because it has never been brought before
the Committee officially, but speaking for 1i1yse1f I think if the powers of
the Executive wereenlarged so that rendition to the Chinese authorities of
native criminals, not politictl, might be made easier and less expensive than
at present we should do much not only to rid the Colony of a class of inha-
bitants that are a danger to the community, but we should also save a very
considerable expense, and I think some system surely could be devised that
would enable us to weed out these bad characters without trenching on the
liberties of bond fide residents and the good and true men of the Colony.
I think if we pursue some such course we should induce the Chinese
authorities to take up more heartily than they have hitherto done the
suppression of piracy in Chinese waters. At present if a man in Hong-
kong is wanted by the Chinese authorities all manner of formalities have
to be gone through and great expense incurred. This disheartens and
disgusts the Chinese authorities and possibly causes them to be more
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lethargic in their action when we place any measure before them required
for the suppression of piracy in their waters. I may say precautions taken
by shipowners are all very well up to a certain point, but there are limits
to such precautions, and whken you get beyond these limits you cannot
depend upon any cffective remedy Leing applied Dy the shipowner. I don’t
know whether it is the custom on these oceasions, but perhaps I may be
allowed to say a few words on what I may call the legitimate trade of this
Colony for the past year. Frcmn the native point of view it has been
exceedingly bad. They have suffered a bad harvest; their tea and silk
industries also have not paid. The tea trade appears likely to become a
thing of the past. Unless some remedy be applied by the Imperial Gov-
ernment of China to stop the decay that is going on the tea trade appears
to me almost a hopeless institution. There is only one remedy, and that
is the abolition of the lekin. If that course were adopted by the Govern-
ment of China no doubt we should see tlie tea trade revive, for although
there is, no doubt, a certain fashion in tea drinking at home stiil the main
question that underlies the whole matter is the question of cost. If we
cannot lay down teas at a price equal to those of the free countries of
Ceylon and India we may as well shut up. With regard to foreigners,
trade I am afraid has partaken very much of the nature of gambling. ‘The
unprecedented and alarming fluctuations of exchange have upset the cal-
culations of the most far-sighted, and I think neither foreigners nor
Chinese would cure to see a repetition of 1890. I think it would be well
for us also to avoid such inflation as we have seen, inflation of ideas T may
say: When we take stock of our status and prospects we are apt during
each sanguine period to mistake the shadow for the substance, which is
not only misleading to those who listen but hurttul to ourselves, for if
taken at our word the consequences are serious. Better therefore for us
not to brag but take the measure of our state from the legitimate buginess
of the Colony and not those questionable ad juncts which really add nothing
to our commercial prosperity. (Gentlemen, that is all I have to say except
that the accounts appear to be satisfactory and call for no remark. I will
now move the adoption of the report and accounts and will ask one of you
to second it, but before putting it to the meeting I will be glad to hear

any remarks you may have to make.

Homourable P, RYrRIE--T have much pleasnre in seconding the adop-
tion of the report and accounts.
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Honourable J. J. Krswick—Gentlemen, before the motion for the
adoption of the report and accounts is submitted to the meeting I should
like to express my appreciation of the very interesting remarks made by
the Chairman on this occasion. He has touched on a great many points
which are of the utmost interest to the members of this Chamber and the
community at large. I will not follow him through his long address, but
I think I will be echoing the feeling of the members when I say we all
agree in the unofe of warning he gave us to abstain from undue inflation,
and to avoid in periods of inflation mistaking the shadow for the substance.
I am sure there bas been a great deal of that in Hongkong and we would
do well to husband to the best of our ability those sources of legitimate
trade profit that we have. ‘

Myr. Suarp—Sir, I think we are all of one opinion in reference to the
concluding words of your address. I think we are now suffering the
anticipated rezctiou to which we bave been looking forward for three years
past. There bas been in this Colony a spirit of gambling and inflation
which bas Leen very much deplored by some, especially those of us who on
account of our seniority have seen these things again and again in other
parts of the world. There is only one outcome to that spirit of unfair and
untrutliful, utterly untrutbful, inflation which has marked the last three
years, and the influence of which I consider has not been limited in its disas-
trous bearings to the trade of this place, for I think it has bad a mosk
disastrous infleence also upon the character of a large number of people.
I think we are responsible for the mad and headlong career of the Chinese
in the gambling, the sheer gambling, of the last threc years. It conkl ‘het
have talen place if we all had exercised proper influence, especially those
of us who are from our years enfitled to exercise it, and if we had in an
independent and truthful maaner spoken what we believed and spoken
loud enough to be heard. We have whispered it again and again amoug
ourselves, and we have smiled a.u-dfpocketed the money! We Lave smiled
and pocketed the money, and that contrary to warning from oue and from
auother. L think that we have lost character at home and throughout
Europe, and I think the weakness and depression from which we are now
suffering has been the natural, the legitimate, and the right outcome of
our doings. I hope and trust the young men of Hongkong will learn a
lesson from the present state of things to avoid that which has been the.
cause. I have seen these things again and again since 1844, when Dbanks
were bankrupted in England by the railway mania, I have seen these
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manias in India and here in Hongkong repeatedly, and I think nothing
could be more astonishing than the protracted period during which this
gambling was sustained. It lasted for fully three years. I think we must
not be astonished at the present state of things. But I for one do not

‘doubt the future of Hongkong by any means. I believe the trade of the

place exists as it has done from the beginning and it is bound to increase.
Our steamer lines are constantly increasing and I look forward with con-
fidence to a large accession of interest in this place from the arrival of
travellers from all parts of the world, which will be beneficial in one way
and another. We have now abundance of hotel accommodation and house
accommodation, and I think it is well for the Colony; in fact that is one
of the consolations we have for the past inflation. Nothing but the past
inflation would have produced such accommodation as we have to offer to
our visitors, whom we are ezpecting in a few days, the first instalment of
170 passengers by the Empress of India, and I hope they will take away a
good account of this place and send 1,700 more. I think we have to thank
you, sir, for having drawn our attention to the wost important point
referred to in the report.

The CraieMax—If there are no further remarls I will now put the
notion for the adoption of the report.

Carried nem. con.

The next business was the election of the Committee.

The CnatrMan—said he was rather diffident about making the sug-
gestion that the Committee should be elected en bloc, because it looked like
presenting a ticket, but it would save a great dcal of time. The old Com-
mittee had cousented to serve, if elected, with the esception of Mr. T.
Jacksow and Mr. A. P. MacEwey, who were absent, aud in their places
Mr. F. bE Bovis and Mr. C. J. HorLripay had consented to serve.

Honourable P. Ryrie—said he thought it would be a good thing to

adopt the suggestion and this course was agreed upou.

The following were then unanimously elected as the new Committee:
—DMessrs. W. H. Forpes, R. M. Gray, H. Horrius, F. pE Bovis, Hon.
J. J. Keswick, C. J. HorrLipay, B. Macxinrosn, St. C. MICHAELSEN,
Hon. P. Ryrik.

Honourable T. H. WxirenEAD---I have great pleasure in proposing
that Mr. MackinTosH be asked to serve as Chairman of this Chamber for
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the ensuing year. He has reudered valua.ble services and we could not do
better than re-elect him.

Carried by acclamation.

The CrairMAN—Gentlemen, I feel very highly gratified by the com-
pliment you have paid me. IfI have succeeded in doing my duty to your
satisfaction it has added very much to my pleasure. I shall have much
pleasure in doing what I can to assist the commerce of this Colony, which
has been a kind of hobby of mine since I have been here.

Mr. Szarp—1 beg to lﬁl'ol)ose that Mr. Keswick be elected Vice-
Chairman.

Honourable P. Ryrie—seconded.
Carried.
Honourable J. J. KeswicE—Gentlemen, I am very much obliged to

vou. There is really verylittle left for any one else to do with Mr. Macg-
1nTOsH in the chair, but what there is I shall be glad to do.

Honourable T. H. Wa1TEREAD—Bcfore we separate, I think perhaps
the Chamber might do something in the way of strengthening the hands of
the unofficial members of the Legislative Council in connection with the
monstrous injustice of the Imperial Government on the subject of the
military contribution. A good deal was said on the subject yesterday, so
I will not trouble you with any more to-day, but I think possibly the
Chamber might call the public meeting which has been suggested by Mr.
Ryrie. . .

The Crairman—I think the question you have brought to our notice
is worthy of every consideration, but as it is a matter that will require a
little thought, I think a meeting of the new Committce had better be held
as soon as possible to consider the whole question, and then they will give
you their views as to what course should be pursued.

The wmeeting then terminated.




Report of the Commuittee of the HoNxgroxe GENERAL CHAMBER
or CoMMERCE, for the Year ending 31st December, 1890,
presented to the Members at the Annual dleeting, held on
riday, the 20tk March, 1891.

Convention between the Chinese Government and
the Telegraph Companies.

The position of affairs as regards the much diseussed action on the part
of the Telegraph Cempanies has not materially ehanged since last year inas-
mitch a5 np to the present time the Convention remains unratified. Your
Committee considered that probably the most effective manner of opposing
the Convention wonl:l be a direct appeal to Her Majesty. A Petition was
accordiugly drawn up, and an invitation to other Chambers in China and
Japan to co-operate met with a ready response. The Petition prayed that
Her Majesty wonld be graciously pleased to withhold her sanction to the
ratification of the Convention, and among other contentions prominence was
given to the fuct that any approacl to granting & monopoly ov exclusive pri-
\-ilegf;s waz calenlated to endanger the rights conveyed by the “most favoured
Nation clause in the existing Treaties hetween Her Majesty and the ISm-
peror of China. The Chambers of Amoy, Foochow, ITankow, Hiogo, Shang-
hai, Tientsin and Yokohama supporte:d the Petition which wus widely eir-
cnlated and, as shewn in annexed copies of correspondence, generally approved
of. The Petition was forwarded through the TLocal Government and duly
acknowledged eliciting the following remarks trom the Right Honourable the
Secretary of State for the C'olonics ax detailed in the Colonial Seeretary’s
letters of 29¢th October, and 22nd November “ That the question of the Con-
* vention hetween China and the Telegraph Companies is now in abeyance,
“and the representations of your Chamber on the subject will he considered
“ Ly Her Majesty’s Government,” and “ That the question of the Convention
“made in 1887 between the Chinese Government and the Telegraph Com-
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“panies is new in abeyance, and that the preresentations of the Petitioners

“will be considered hy Her Majesty's Govermment.”  (Appendix 4.)

Additional Articles ia2 the Chefoo Convention
(Opening of Chungking).

The advantages that might naturally be expected to follow the opening
of another Port to foreign trade promise to be greatly minimized by the res-
trictive conditions with which the trade of Chungking is hampered, the em-
ployment of steamers not being permitted. The Committee when correspond-
ing with London on the subject strongly deprecated relinquishing the right
of tree navigatien of the Upper Yangtsze, and regretted that Her Majesty’s
Minister at P’eking was, apparently, not instructed to oppose the vacillating
and, temporising policy of the Chinese Government whose persistent oh-
structiveness at cvery stage of the proecedings secared them a diplomatic
victory which will certainly not sinooth the way for further negotiations at a
futnre date.  Your Cominittee alzo regret that the invaluable rights which
were conferred Ly the Chinese Government under the Chefoo Convention
that the Port of Chungking should he open to forcign commerce on a steamer
Leing able to euter that Port shonkl have been so lightly abandoned by the

British Government. (Appendix 5.)

Ordinances to amend the Laws relating to the regis-

a

tration of Trade Marks, and to Fraudulent

Marks on Merchandise.

T'he Committee in replying to a request by His Excellency the Governor
10 express their views ou the above Ordinances stated, as regards the first
they were inclined to think increased legislative powers in that direction
“hardly necessary. It appeared to them that to carry out the objects con-
templated in the Ordinance with perfect efliciency would require the maiu-
tenance of a Staff and involve an expenditure incompatible with the trade
requirements of the Colony. An claborate system of registration in the
United Kingdomn gives protection to the owners of Trade Marks who ean
further protect themselves here by registration mnder the existing Ordinance,

and there are at prezent no local praductions that appear likely to seek special
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protection. Ax regards the sceond Owlinance they considered it also aimeil
at an increased scope of legislative power which in the present position of the

trade scemed hardly required. (Appendix C.)

Emigration of Chinese Coolies from Swatow to

British North Borneo.

Ier Britmumic Majesty’s Officiating Consul drew the attention of the
Chamber to an apparent misapprehension that hiad arisen regarding the emigra-
tion of Chinese Coolies from the ahove Port to British North Borneo Dy
British Steamers. He pointed out that at his reqnest official notices had been
posted by the Taotai informing the Natives  “that they were at perfect
“liberty to emigrate to that Country in Steamers employed by any DBritish
“ Merchants in Swatow.” Notwithstanding this permission no emigration

| cau, as vet, take place from Swatow. (Appendix /7).)

Lighthouse Board.

\
! I'he Committec have continued to impress upon the Government the
‘t desirability of the appointment of such a Board, arguing that any proposal
caleulated to promote the interests of Shipping bnsiness in Hongkong was

. deserving of every consideration. The Committce nssnmed that among other
duties devolving upon the Board would be the snpervision of Lighthouses,
the regulation and collection of dues, and their appropriation to the specific
purposes for which they are levied. It was suggested that the Board should
comprise of two Members appointed hy the Government, one of whom should
always be Chairman, and two others appointed by this Chamber. The im-
portance of the figures involved i shewn in the following Returns obrained
from the Government by the ITononrable P’niNeas Rynre on behalf of the

| Chamber.

Between 1875 and 1889 hoth years iuclusive the amount §

of light dues collected was......oeu...... cogooittos] $341,676.17

Against expenditure for original cost of Lighthouses | 161.738.57
and upkeep during that period .....cceveereiinns | el

Leaving a balance of Revenue over Expenditure of......... $179,937.60

e e e




(25)

The question of a Doard was first mooted in the Legislative Council on
12th February, 1890, and favourably commented on by Ilis Iixcellency the
Governor whose opinions, apparently, have since materially alteved as in reply
to a question pnt by the Honourable T. H. WmtEnean (the Chamber’s Re-
presentative) in the Legislative Council on 5th instant His Excellency

stated —

“I will answer that question myself. In reply to the first part I
“may say that no steps have been taken. T Lave also to say that the
“ Government have no proposals and that they have no intention at pre-
“sent of taking any steps in the matter. I ean ouly take up the snhject
¢« when it is clearly shown to me—which has not been shown yet—that
«“some work of the Government i3 ill done which a Lighthouse Board
“could do better. I have only had suggestions made to me, but when
“I am convinced it will be my duty to take the matter up fully. I am
“not yet convinced, and I cannot see that there would be any immediate

“ advantage by doing things in the way yon suggest.” (Appendix F.)

Direct Cable Communication with Gap Rock.

The atteution of the Government was ealted to the desiiability of con-
necting the Gap Rock Lighthouse with IIongkoug either by telegraph, ov if
practicable by telephone. Such a conneetion would possess the double ad-
vantage of f;ecping up communication between the Authorities and their em-
ployés at such times as the weather rendered ordinary intercourse dangerous,
or impossible, and of affording ecarly information of the approach of Vessels
from the South. The expenditure would be considerable hut the Committee
think the ends aimed at would justify a large outlay, the funds for which
might be easily raised if such a course was found desirable. From informa-
tion received from Mr. Jupp, Manager of the Ilastern Extension Australasian
and China Telegraph Company, it appears that the most suitable description
ot Cable would cost £11,550, while one of lighter construction could be ob-
tained for £9,650. (Appe'ndix /7))

Dangers to Navigation close to Gap Rock.

A Notification appeared in the Goverminent Gazette of Gth September

last calling attention to the existence of several dangers close to the Gap
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tock and warning Shipmasters not to approach on citlier side closer than 1L
Cables leugth. T'he Committee addressed Commodore CnurcH en the sub-
ject and were informed that he did not cousider the rocks referred to as

dangerous to navigation.  (Appewlix ()

Survey of the Coast of China.

The Survey was renewed on the retnrn of II M. S, *“Rambler”
September when she resumed operations for a short time in the Chusan
Archipelago.  She hassince left the station, hnt will, it is reported, be réplaccd
liy TTCAT S I'."(/r’r-'i& ? on her remrn from the South.  (Appendix 71.)

Pinnacle Rock Fund.

The short time the Surveying Vesscl remained on the Station during the
past year hardly admitted of any further distributions from the IFund, and no

calls werc made npon it.  (Appendix 1))

Local ‘Weather Signals.

The present system of Typhoon Warnings displayed at Kowloon having
proved inefficient the Committee put themselves in communication with Com-
modore Cutrcir in the hope that he might have it in his power to snpplement
the present system hy a display of Day and Night Signals from I. M. S,
“ Pictor Emanreel” indicating the approach of bad weather.  Commodore
Cuurcit in reply stated that he had no objections to repeating the weather
day signals which might Le made from the Observatory but he could not
andertake to show any night signals from Lis vessel as she is specially charged
with making certain signals at night which together with 1T'vphoon warnings
would lead to confusion. IHis Excellency the Governor has already expressed
to the Chamber his dissatisfaction with the working of the Olservatory as
regards Storm Warning:s, which the Committee think ought to be the Director

of the Observatory’s first care. (A ppendix ./.)

Reduction in Postal Rates to Europe.

The Committee were asked for an expression of opinjon regarding a pro-

poeed reduction in postages to IXurope (which has sinee come into operation)




and stated that they approved of the change, on prineiple, as a benelit to trade
and doing away with the anomaly of heavier rates of postage being charged
by Eunglish mailx than by those of other Countries. With the meagre in-
formation in their posscssion they were not in a position to express any decided
opinion as to the probable etfects of the proposed change on the revenue of
the Colony’s Postal Depariment. It was suggested as 2 means of, in a great
measitre, obviating the loss or profit on exchange to alter the value of the local
stamps for homeward postages from “local curreney ™ to *Sterling,” The
necessity of reduction in the present allowances to other conntrics through

which letfers from Tougkong pass was also referred to.  (Appendix A%)

Sunday Labour in the Harbour of Hongkong.

The question has been carrvied considerably beyvond the limits of discus-
sion arrvived at when first brought to the notice of the Chamber Ly the Rev.
Mr. Gornopsyirn two yewrs ago. A deputation trom the British Mercantile

" Mavine Officers’ Association advocating the total stoppage of Sunday work
in the ITarhowr waited vpoun the Commitece.  They in their reply stated while
fully sympathising with those who were cndeavouring to abolish Sunday
labour they were unable to agree with their conteution that the question under -
existing cirenmstances was one for settlement by legislative enactment. ‘The
interests involved are, in the opinion of the Committee, too varied and ex-
tended to wdmit of the general application of any law abolishing Sunday

labour. (Appendix L.)

Merchant Shipping Amendment Act (No. 2) Bill.

The above Bill having reference to the shipment of Deck-loaids of Timber,
the treatment of live eatile as Cargo, and Bulkheads for Iron Vessels was
referred to the Committece.  As Deck-loads of Timber, and Shipment of live
cattle, in no way affect the trade of the Colony, on thesc poiuts, the Com-
mibtee had no remarks to offer, but ax regards Bulkheads in Iron Vessels
they thought the requircments of the Act would be sufficiently caved for by
the local Surveyors in the onlinary course of their duties when reporting on

the condition of vesscls trading with this port.  (Appeudix J7.)
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Sharebrokers’ Association of Hongkong.

The tentative efforts at organisation referred to in last year's Report have
culminated in the establishment of the above Association. The Committee
have had the opportunity of congratulating the Members on having formed
themselves into a co-operate body, and also of expressing: un opinion regard-
ing the proposed Scale of Brokerages which they eonsider arc equitable and

suitable to the existing share business in Hongkong. (Appendix N.)

Correspondence having reference to the undernoted

Subjects is annexed hereto.

Commercial Convention between Great

Britain and Egypt.
(Appendix 0.)
Provisional Commercial Agreement between the
Governments of Great Britain and Servia.

(Appendix 7°)
Suggested Telegraph Line between Calais and Calcutta.
(Appendix @Q.)

Rights of Commercial Travellers.

(Appeudix 2.)

Legislative Council.

The Honourable A, I’. MaclEwEN having resigned on his leaving the
Colony the IIonourable T. 1I. WilITEHEAD was nominated as his successor
and elected at a General Mecting of Members held on 18th September to re-
present the Chamber in the Legislative Coundil.  (Appendix S.)
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Committee.

Mr. Jackson succeeded Mr. NosLe on the latter’s departure for Europe,

and Mv. Jacicsox on his departire was ‘snceeeded by Mr. Ds: Bovis.

Members.

During the past year Mr. W. G. Brooie resignel, and the names of
Messrs. THE Bavk or Cinrya, Japay & tue Strarrs LivuteEp, CHATER
& VerNON, W. . Young, E. & S. Coxox, CowasJee I’arranJee & Co.,
Mive Kee Hoxe, Wy Sing 1loxg, Yvey Far Hong, ConEn & GEoRre,
JosepH & Levy, H. Z. Just, G. II. PPorrs, E. C. Ray, T. I. Ross,
G. D. Scort, Duxy MELsYE & Co. and IfoNekoxu, Canxtox & Macao
SteavMsosT CoMraxny, Liviten, have been added to the list. of members.

Finance.

The Accounts have been audited by Mr. J. TavrBory and Mr. E. W.
RCTTER.

The Balance at the credit of thie Chamber was $213.48, exclusive of
$3,250 on fixed deposit, and £2,357.25 at credit of the “ Pinnacle Rock
Fund ” also on fixed deposit, hoth amounts bheing in the hands of the Houg-
kong and Shanghai Banking Corporation, and bearing interest at 3 per cent.

per annum,

The usual statistics of ‘I'rade together with the Annunal Reports of the

PPostmaster General and Iarhour Master are appendeid.

A




Dr. Tt HONGKONG GENERAL CHAMBER OF COMMMRCE IN ACCOUNT (JURRENY WITH THE SECRETARY. Cr.
180N 0B en 6 ZEm O NTH Sje eee se SoaumNETI S Tt e $ 600.00 1890. | By Balance from last Account, ................. $ 22621
y, Secretary’s Salary, Oct./Dec. ‘89 and Jau. { | 375 90 » Subs riptions of Members—1890, .... .| $2,235.00
Jan. JAug. *90, ..... AR ST Bt B A § S Jan. | ,. Salcs of Circulars including Postages, ......
to e A8 DRI IS e it R L 575.00 to From 1st Oct. te 31st Dec., 1889, § 285.21
G L S O A 1 T R o G o ea ot o g 104.00 Dec. 1st Jan. to30th Sept., 189¢, § 955.04
., Auditovs” Fees, ... 40.00 — 1,240.28
,, Printing Cirenlars, .. 980.60 h + Sibseriptions to Political Telegrams, ...... +,082.04 0T 32
—_ {30746
» Fixed Deposit—re-deposited, :,..nl) 00 - Fx\:ed Deposit repaid by HK, & $'hai Bank,eecveeenieees|  5,260.00
4y Reater’s Political Telegrams, .. | 3,600.00 » 12 months’ interest on sameat 5 ©/,......... ‘ 262,50
., Printing and Cirenlating same. ...o.oveeeennes 120.00 | |
3.720.00 Interest on Current ACCOUNE, coieeereeiiviieeiimsernsians ci 17.67
» Subscriptions to \L\\xp,lpexa, 10918 .
» Advertiring. (TR 36.40
. Telwmma, .......................................... 37.97
., Postage and Receipt =uunps, Stationery | 172.07
AT LT G e e ay
_ 315.62 ==
5 BRI WSUIT T i EES I i e AT P 0G0, i 100.0v
| $13,100.22
‘ Ralance to New Account, ’ 218.:48 e
‘ $ , 13,313.70 § | 1341300




DEPENDENCIES AT DEBIT :—

By Dalance brought down, ..... 00600 ooad T S 214.48

Seeretary’s Salary, coveecoeocecieiiiiiiieiieneans ST e $ 5U0.00 =
DEPENDENCIES AT CREDIT :—

Tor Circulars fer quarter ending 31sé Dee., 1890,......... $ 345.25

By tixed Deposit with Hongkong and Shanghai B.mkme; 83,250.01)

(s R P s cooooon Abomooo SuoomB0o000
“PINNACLI ROCK” FUND:—
By Fixed Deposit with Hongkong and Shanghbai $2.243.00
Banking Corporation at 5 0]0 Bocet o dadtigiodo i
12 mouths’ interest ousame at 5 /5 ..., 00qgo0000588 v D

L. & 0. E.
Hongkong, 31st December, 18%0.

F. HENDERSON,

Secretary.
Examined and found correct.

JOHN J. THURBURN,] s
E. W. RUTTER, ’-.z nditors,
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lHoxckeNG GeNErRAL CHAMBER OF COMMERCE,
Hoxaxoxg, 24th I'ebrnary, 1890.

Sik,—I have the pleasure to acknowledge reccipt of your esteemcd
favonr of 14th instant, and am directed by my Committee to thank you for
Copy of the interesting letter to which it gave cover addressed to the China
Association and having refereace to the propased Tele graph Convention.
This Chamber has already bean in correspondence with Mr. Wir. Keswick,
Chairman of the Association, andalso with the London Chamber on the same
subject which will not be allowed to drop.  Our Chairman has received, un-
officially, information which comes from a reliable source and confirms the
belief expressed in your fayvcar waler reply that the Convention has not yot

been ratifiel.—I am, &e.,

I, tIENDERSON, Secretary.
Geo. R. Conrver, Es,
Seeretary, Staxciiar GeNeral CioadMseEr or COMMERCE.

Hox6KruNG GENERAL (HaMBLER oF COMMERCE,
Hossxoxg, 14th March, 1890.

Sir,—Reverting to your esteemed favonr of 14th Iebruary, I am now
directed by my Commiittee to ask if your (Chamber would be inclined to take
joint action in presenting a Petition to ITer Majesty against the threatened
‘Felegraph Convention thereiu referred to.

It is proposcd to ask the other Chambers in China to join iu the Petition,
and also the Chambers in Japan.

The Petition presented to Her Majesty in the matter of the extraordinary
privileges grauted to subsidised Foreign Mail Steamers in British Colonial
Waters seems not to have bLeen ineftective, and it is hoped similar results
would follow in the present cusc.

As prompt action is desirable I shall feel much obliged if you will kindly
favour me with an early reply.—I am, &ec.,

. HENDERSON, Secretary.
Gro. R. Corner, Esq.,
Secretery, SHANCHAT GENERAL CHAMBER OF COMMELCE.
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SnANGHAT GENERAL CHAMBER OF COMMERCE,
S1aNGHAIL 24th March, 1890.

Sir,—I am duly in receipt of your letter of 14th March with reference
t0 a proposed Petition from the joint China Chambers of Commerce to Her
Majesty against the threatened Telegraph Convention which has been sub-
mitted to my Committee who desire me to express their entire concurrence
with the views expressed in the proposed Petition but they arc of opinion
that as a General Chamber of Commerce it is not within their province to
join in a Petition to any one Power and that in addressing the Diplomatic
Body in the first instance on the subject and after unsatisfactory replies,
placing the matter before the influential Mercantile Associations at home
asking for their assistance in preventing the completion of the arrangement
they have taken the best means in their power to place the position of affairs
before the constituted authorities.—T am, &e., .

GEO. R. CORNER, Sccretary.
F. HesnERsowN, Esq.,
Secretary, HoxGKoNG GEVERAL CiaMBER OF COMMERCE.

HoNGkoxG GENERAL CuambeRr o COMMERCE,
Hoxgxoxg, 25th March, 1890.

DEAR Sik,—I am directed by my Committee toaddress you in reference
to a proposed Convention between the Telegraph Companies and the Chinese
Government which, as no doubt you are aware, has been in course of negotia-
tion during the past two ycars, but is supposed to be not yet ratified. The
object of the Convention apparently is to obtain a monopoly of telegraph
business in China, which would, in all probability, result in a long continuance
of the present high scale of charges. The Committee propose addressing a
Petition to Her Majesty against the threatened Convention and I am directed
to ask if the question presents sufficient interest or so materially affects the
trade of .Japan as to induce your Chamber to take joint action in petitioning
ITer Majesty. On previous occa'sions petitions have been found to be not
ineffective, and the Committee would be hopeful of similar results in the
present case.

-Awaiting the pleasure of your reply—I remain, &c.,

F. HENDERSON, Secretary.
0. KieL, Esq., i
_ Secretary, GENERAL CHAMDER OF Co:xnxnxc;, Yoxoiiava.
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lHHonGkoNG GENERAL CuHAMBER Or COMMERCE,
Ho~xGxexg, 26th Mareh, 1890.

Di:ar Sire,—My Committee being of opinion that addressing Her Ma-
jesty the Queen woull probably prove effective in opposing the proposed
Convention between the Telegraph Companies and the Chinese Government
I am directed to enquire if your Chamber would be inclined to take part in a
joint Petition from this aud the other Chambers in China and also in Japan.

‘I'he Convention apparently Baving for its object a monopoly of tele-
graph business in China aund which, it sueeessful, would, in all probability,
resalt in a Jong continnance of present extreme rates has been so generally
discussed aund deprecated that it seems unneccssary to further refer to it
herein, and as prompt action seems lesirable I have only to ask that you will

kindly favour me with an early reply.—I remain, &ec.,

I'. HENDERSON, Sceretary.
E. P. W. Skiunsingre, Esg.,
Seeretary, GENERL C1saMBER oF COMMERCE, AMOY.

Similar letters to—Weryer Krony, Esq.,

Seeretary, General Chamber of Commerce, Foochow.

ALEx. Pricg, Esq,

Seeretary, (xeneval Chamber of Commerce, Hankow,

1. M. Mur, Esq.,
Secretary, Hiogo and Osaka, General Chamber of

Commerce.

Jaues WiLsow, Ese.,
Honorary Sceretary, General Chamber of Commerce,
Tientsin.

Aoy GENERAL CusMBER 0F COMMERCE,
Axtoy, drd April, 1890.
Dear Sir,—Your letter of 26th unltimo came safely to hand and has
received the carcful attention of the Chairman and Committee and’I am

instrueted to say that all the Members of this Chamber arc willing to take

-
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part iv any Petition that you may make opposing the Couvention hetween
the Telegraph Companies and the Chinese Government.
Awaiting your further news on this subject with interest,—I remain, &e.,
L. P. W. SKRIMSIIIRE, Secretary.
F. HenbERrSON, Lsq.,
Seeretary, HoNGKONG GENERAL CUAMBER 018 COMMERCE.

FoocHow GENERAL CHAMBER or COMMERCE,
Foocnow, 11th April, 1890.

DEAR Sir,—I beg to acknowlelge receipt of your favour of the 26th
ultimo, and have now pleasure in informing yon that this Chamber will be
much pleased to take part in a joint Petition to Iler Majesty the Queen in
order to oppose the proposed Convention between the Telegraph Companics
and the Chinese Government whicl, as yon remark, would result in a monopoly
* of telegraph business in China, and in a long continuance of present extreme
rates.—I remain, &c.,

WERNER KROIIN, Secretary.
F. HENDERsON, Lsq., ’
Secretary, HoNGRONG GENERAL CHaMBER OF COMMERCEK.

Yorouama GENERAL CHAMuER or COMMERCE,
YoxoHaMa, 26th April, 1890.

DEAR Str,—Your esteemed Communication of 25th ultimo has been duly
received and placed before my Committee, who have dirccted me to inform
you that, although this Chamber is aware that proposals have heen made for
a Convention between the Telegraph Companies and the Chinese Government,
nothing definite has come to its kuowledge to enable it to (alve any action in
the matter.

If you would, however, be good enough to give us some more light on
the subject and let this Chamber kuow how it can join the ITongkong
Chamber in what it proposes to do, this Chamber will be glad to second its
efforts.

Awaiting the pleasure of your repiy,—I am, &c.,

0. KIEL, Secretary.
F. HEN®ERSON, Esq.,
Secretary, HoNGKONG GENERAL COaMBER OF COMMERCE.




HoNnekoNG GENERAL CHAMBER OF COMMERCE,
HoNeroxg, 18th June, 1890.

DEAR Sir,—I am in receipt of your esteemed favour of 26th April to
which I have delayed replying until in a position to send you copy of the
Petition against the Telegraph Convention which this Chamber has decide
to forward to Her Majesty the ®UEEX, and which I have now the pleusure
to haud you herein. It is hoped that the contenix will meet with the approval
of your Committee, ani they m?xy see their way to endorse the opinions
expressed therein.

My Committee reyret that they are uuable to furnish you with any
positive information regarding the actual terms of the Convention, but though
the facts assumed in the Petition have not officially been made public those
appear to them to be suﬂicieui]y well established to justify the action taken.
Since your letter was written the existence of a Convention, as donbtless
your Committee will have noticed, has been freely admitted and discussed in
the House of Commons.

It may Le even if the etition is found to he in accordance with the views
of your Committee there may still he some objections on their part to sign
(as has been the case in anotber instance) as the representatives of a body
composed of different nationalities a Petition addressed to any one Power, and
shonld such prove to he the case my Committee venture to suggest as an
ulternative that they be good enough to obtain the signatures of the English
Firms in Yokohama who are willing to attest their approval of the action taken.

Convinced of the desivability of opposing in every direction a Convention
aiming at monopoly and # long continuance of high rates my Committee
have little hesitation in soliciting the good offices of your Committee, which
they are hopeful will he vealily accerded, in endeavouring to further the
nims of the Petition.

If your Committee are induced to follow the suggestion herein contained
they will no doubt elect to forward the Petition direct, but should they desire
it this Chamber will be happy to follow the course adopted when petitioning
against the Status accorded to Foreign Mail Steamers, which was to forward
the Petition, in triplicate, through His Excellency the Governor.——I am, &ec.,

F. HENDERSON, Secretary.

0. Kier, Esq.,
Secretary, YorolasA GENERAL CrIaMBER oF CoMMERCE.
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Haxxkow (GENERAL Cuoayviser or COMMERCE,
ITaxkow, 280 April, 1890.

Dear Sir,—1In reply to your favour of 15th instant I have mmeh pleasure
in stating that this Chamber will take part in a joint Petition with your
Chamber and other Chambers in China and Japau in opposing the proposed
Convention between the Telegraph Companies and the Chinese Govern-

ment.—I remain, &ec.,
ALLEN. PRICE, Seeretary.

F. Henxpersen, Esq.,
Secretary, Hoxakoxg GENERAL CiayMeeERr or COMMERCE.

HioGo & Osaka GENERAL CuaMBER ofF COMMERCE,
Hiogo, Ist May, 1890.

Drar Sir,—Your favour of 15th Aprilis athaud, and the Committee of
this Chamber instruct me to say in reply, that all attempts made by your
Chamber and others to defeat the object of the Telegraph Companies referred
to, meet with their entire approval, aud they will give hearty support to all
measures brought forward, having in view the suppression of the monopoly

sought to be established.-~I remain, &e.,
I. M. MUR, Secretary.

F. Hevprrson, Exq.,
Seeretary, HoNGKONG GENERAL CiaMiir or COMMERCE.

TIENTSIN GENERAL CHAMBER 0F COMMERCE,
TreNrsiy, 2nd May, 1890.

Dear Sir,—I beg to acknowledge receipt of your letter dated 15th
ultimo intimating that your Committee heing of opinion that addressing Her
Majesty the Queen would probably prove effective in opposing the proposed
Convention between the Telegraph Companies and the Chinese Goverument;
and enquiring whether this Chamber would co-operate with the other
Chambers in China and Japan in a joint Petitionthaving the above object in

view.
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In reply, I am dirceted to say that a General Meeting of this Chamber
held on the 30th ultimo, yonr letter was laid before the Members, and it was
duly proposel, seconded and unanimously carried, that this Chamber will
give its support to the joint Petition in question and hope their united action

will prove eftective in frustrating the proposed scheme.—I am, &e.,

JAMES WILSON, lon. Sccretary.
¥. HrNpERSON, Isq.,
Seretary, IHoxaroxe GENERAL CHAMBER or COMMERCE,

HoxagkoNG GENERAL CriaMBER Or COMMERCE,
IToxGiiong, 18th June, 1890.

Six,—DBeggiug refercuce to my letter of 14th and to yonr reply to same
of 24th Muarch, both having reference to the Telegraph Convention, I have
now the pleasure to kand you herewith copios of the ’etition aguinst that
movement which the Committee of this Chamber has decided to forward to
Her Majesty the Queen.

Keeping on view the expressed objections of yvour Committee, as the
representatives of a geueral boidy, to take part in a Petition addressed to any
one Posver my Commiitee beg to suggest as an alternative, should the Peti-
tion herewith meet with their approval, that they be good enough to obtain
the signatures of such of the English Firms trading in Shanghai as may be
found willing to attest their approval of the action taken.

Fully convinced of the unanimity of feeling as regands the desirability
of opposing in every direction the threatened compact my Committee have
little hesitation in soliciting the good offices of yonur Committee which they
are hopeful will be readily accorded, in endeavouring to further the aims of
the Petition.

If your Committee are induced to follow the suggestion herein contained

they will probably elect to forward the Petition direct bnt should they desire
it this Chamber will be happy to follow the course adopted when petitioning

against the Status accorded to Foreign Mail Steamers, which was to forward

the petition, in triplicate, through Ilis Excellency the Governor.—I am, &e.,
F. HENDERSON, Sccretary.

Geo. R. CorvEr, Esq.,
Seeretary, Sniaxanal GEXERAL CuadMper oF COMMERCE.
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Hoxcxkone GENERAL CiAMBER Or COMMERCE,
_ Hoxcroxg, 18th June, 1890.
Dear Sik,—Begging reference to my letter of 26th March and to your
esteemed favour of 3rd April in reply both having refevence to the Telegraph
" Convention I have now the pleasure to hand vou, herewith, copies of the
Petition against that movement which this Chamber has decided to forward
to Her Majesty the Queen—aud which it is hoped will securc the approval
and signature of your Committee.

It is not impossible that even if the Petition is found to. be in accordance
with the views of your Committee there may be some objections on their
part to sign (as has been the case in another instance) as the representatives
of a body composed of different nationalities,.a Petition addressed to any one
Power and should such prove to be she case my Committee venture to suggest
as an alternative that they be gooid enough to obtain thre signatares of the
English Firms in Amoy wlroare willing to attest their approval of the action
taken.

Fully convinced of the unanimity of feeling as regards the desirability
of opposing in every direction the threatened compact my Committee have
little hesitation in soliciting the good offices of yvour Committec, which they
are hopeful will be readily accorded, in endeavouring to further the aims of
the Petition,

If your Committee are induced to follow the suggestion herein contained
they will no doult elect to forward the Petition direct but should they desire
it this Chamber will be happy to follow the conrse adopted when petitioning
against the Status accorded to Foreign Mail Steamers, which was to forward
the Petition, in triplicate, through His Excellency the Governor.—I am, &e.,

F. HENDERSON, Secretary.
E. P. W. SxrivsHire, Esq,
Secretury, Axioy GENERAL CriaMBER or COMMERCE.

HoxgkoNG GENERAL CHAMBER OF COMMERCE,
Hoxgrowng, 18th June, 1890.
Dear Sir,—I beg to thank you for your esteemed favour of 1st May,
to which I have delayed replying until in a position to wait upon you with a
copy of the Petition against the Telegraph Convention which this Chamher
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has decided to Forward to 1ler Mujesty the Query, and which 1 have now
the pleasure to hand you herewith.

My Committee hope the contents may meet with the approval of your
Committce that they may be able to endorse the opiniouns therein expressed,
and snpport the DPetition with the signature of your Chamber.

It may be even if the Pctition is found to be in accordance with the
views of your Committee there may still be some objections on their part to
sign (as has been the case in another iustance) as the representatives of a
body composed of different uationalities a Petition addressed to any one
Power, and should snch prove to be the case my Committee venture to
guggest as an alternative that they be good enough to vbtain the signatures
of the English Firms in Hiogo awd Osaka who are willing to attest their
approval of the action taken.

Convinced of the nnanimity of fecling as regards the desivability of
opposing in every direction the threatened eompact my Commniittee have little
hesitation in soliciting the good oftices of your Committee, which they are
hopeful will be readily accorlded, iu endeavouring to further the aims of the
Petition.

Should your Committ:e be inducel to follow the suggestion herein con-
tained they will no doubt elect to forward the Petition direct, but should they
desire it this Chamber will he bappy to follow the cowmrse adopted when
petitioning against the Status accorded to IForcign Mail Steamers, which
was to forward the Detition, in triplicate, through IIis Excellency the

Governor.—1 am, &e.,

)

. HENDERSON, Secrctary.
I M. Mur, Esq.,

Scerctury, 111060 & Osaxs GENERAL CHAMBER OF COMMMERCE.
Similar letters to

TiExTsiy, Havxkow axp Foocnow Cusyuers or COMIMERCE,

Hoxoroxg GENErRAL CnaMpen or COMMERCE,
IoNGroxG, 26th June, 1890.
S1R,—On 18th and 21st October last I had the honour, on behalf of the

Committee of this Chamber, to forward to you, for the information of His

Excellency the then Governor, copy of alctter addressed to IIer Britannic
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Majesty's Minister to China, and also copies of telegrams, having reference to
a rumoured Convention betsveen the Chinese Goverument and the Telegraph
Companies.

The Convention, as Hisx Exccllency the Administrator is no doubt aware,
is still pending aud as the Committee of this Chamber share in the general
opinion that its fulfilment wonld prove highly detrimental to commercial and
other interests in China and Japan they have drawn up o Petition to Her
Most Gracious Majesty the QUEEN praying that Her Majesty, with the advice
of Her Ministers, may he pleased to oppose the ratification of the Convention.
Similar steps are about to be taken by other Chambers of Commercee in China
and Japan. .

I have ehe honour, on bhehalf of the Committee, (o hand you herewith the
the P’etition, in triplicate, with the request that 1lis Excellency the Admi-
nigtrator will he good cnough to forward saume by the outgoing mail.—I have

the honour, &e., &c.,
F. HENDERSON, Seccretory.
The ITon, W. M. Deixe, M.AL, CM.G,

Acting Colonial Scerctury.

To
Iler Most Gracious Majesiy
THE QUELN, EMPRESS OF INDIN,
&e., &e.
May 17 rrease Youw Magsesry,—

We, Your Majesty's most loyal and devotod servants, residing and ear-
rying on business ag Merchants, Shipowners, Bankers, Professional Men and
Traders in Your Majesty’s Colony of Hongkong and in divers ports and
places in the Impires of China and Japan, most humbly represent to Your
Majesty as follows, that is to say :(—

1. We are, individually and as the Agents and Representativey of Mer-
chants, Shipowners and others residing and carrying on husiness in all parts
of Your Majesty’s Dominions, very largely interested in the Foreign Trade

of China and Japau.
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2, That trade is of an enormons and increasing annual value, of which
it may be estimated seventy per cent, or thereabouts, i in the hands of Your
Majesty’s faithful subjects anl carried on under the British flag. A vast
capital is employed therein aml a considerable reveuue accrues to Your Ma-
jesty therefrom. £

3. The Itwicign Trado of China and Japan with Your Majesty’s Do-
minions and with Your Majesty’s subjects is carried on under and is regulated
Ly the provisions of certain I'reatics made between your most Gracious Ma-
jesty and the Emperors of China and Japwn respzetively, and by these
Treaties certain well-defined rights are sceurel to the subjects of Your
Majesty trading in and to China and Japan.

4. Of thesc rights the most valuable are those which sccure to Your
Majesty’s subjects all the benefits and advauntages of any privilege or con-
cession which may be, at auy time, graated by China or Japan, to the sub-
jects of any other nation, and those which forbid the crcation by China or
Japan of any nmnopoly or exclusive privilege in favour cither of their own
subjeets or of any forcign nation to the prejudice of the rights and privileges
granted to Yonr Majesty's subjects. ‘

5. Your Pctitioners are apprehensive for ths reasons hercinalter stated
that their rights ancd privileges under “the most favoured nation” eclauses
in the Treaties between Your Majesty and the Emperor of China are in
danger of being infringed, and that there is about to be created in China a
nionopoly which will operate most iujuriously to their interests, and which
will, at the same timc, inflict on Your Majesty’s ally, the Emperor of China,

amt on his people very heavy losses aud grave inconveniences in the future.

6. Your Petitioners most humbly represent to your Majesty that the
snceessful conduct of their commercial operatious depends in these days, very
largely, on telegraphic communication, and that it is essential that that com-
munication be regular, effective and cheap, and that as many different lines

of communication le opened and kept open as possible.

Your Petitioners arc now in communication with Europe Ly means of
two scparate telegraphic liues, one in the hands of “The Eastern Telegraph
Company ” and “The Eastern Extension Australian and China Telegraph

"

Company Limited,” starting [rom Shangbai in the Empire of China and pass-

ing South by IFoochow, Hongkong, Saigon and Sivgapore {o Australia and
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British India; the other, under the manageinent of a Danisli Corporation,
“The Great Northern Telegraph Company,” going North from Hongkong

via Amoy, Shanghai, Nagasaki (in Japan) and Viadivostock (in Siberia).

Your Petitigners can only commumicate with America, by telegraph,

through Europe.

7. Your Detitioners have not derivet from the oxistence of these two
geparatc and iwlependent lines of. telegraphic eommuuication all the ad-
rantages that they ought to have obtaine I, h2canse since the year 18735, or
thereabouts, the ahove-mentionel companies have, to the great injury of
trade, been working in combination, and have by agrcement between them-
selves established and maintainel a rate of two dollars or over six shillings
a word between Hongkong and Euvope, and a proportionately higher rate
from other ports and places in China and Japan, and have refused to reduce
that rate, in spite of the vast increase in the numher of messages transmitted
over their lines, and of the many improvements in the means of gending and

recording messnges and in telegraphy generally.

8. For many years past Younr Pctitioners have anticipated important
and valnable additions to their means of telegraplic communication with
Luaropz, by the completion and opening of lines in the hands of the Chinese
Government connecting all parts of the Chinese Empire with cach other and
with the lines of the Russian Government at Kiachta on the north-western
frontier of China, and through them with the general IEuropean system, and
by the entrance of Chiua into the Union created by the Interuational Tele-

graphic Convention of the Tenth of July 1875.

Your Petitioners are al=o looking forward to the early connection of the
Chinese lines with the Dritish Indian System through DBurmah, and to the
possibility of a cable from San Frauncisco or from Your Majesty’s Colony of
Vancouver, and secking a landing place on the shores of the Chinese Empire.

9. The comnection of the Chinese lines with the lines of the Russian
Governmeut at Kiachta would open for your Petitioners the most direct line
with Europe, and the éheupest. Telegraphic Rates on the Russian Lines
are phenomenally iow, and the Chinese lines, wherever they come into com-
petition with the lines of the existing cable companics, as in the sonth

through Amnam and Tonking in conncction with the French lincs, charge
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less than one half the rate per word uow charged over the same distauces by

the Great Northcin and Eastern Exteusion Companies.

~10. Your Petitioners arc well assured that if the Chinese lines are con-

nected with those of the Russian Government at Kiachta and are thrown
freely open to the publie, nnhampered by any secret Convention or Agree-
ment with the comnpeting companies already named, the cost of a telegram to
Enrope from China or Japan would be at once considerably reduced, to the
immeunse gain of your Majesty’s snbjects, to the great advantnge of DBritish
Trade in the East, and to the profit and advantage of Your Majesty's friend
and ally the Emperor of China and his subjects.

11. But, unfortunately, as Your Majesty and Your Majesty's Ministers
are aware, a Convention between the Chinese Government, the Great Nor-
thern Telegraph Company and the Eastern Extension Telegraph Company
lhas been entercd into and signed as far back as August 1887, by which the
Chincse Government bound itself, subject to the approval of Your Majesty’s
Government and of the Imperial Government of Russia, to charge, over its
lines to Kiachta, a fixed sum of $2 per word on all messages to Europe, and
not except with the conscut of the Companies to reduce or alter that 1ate.

- The Chinesc Government further bound itself to maintain that rate until the
year 1903, and to apply it over any line whatever that might in the mean-
while be opened, whether through British Burmah, with India and Europe
or through America, by any cable that may be laid.

12. That Convention has not yet been made public, and Your Petitioners
speak with all deference when they submit to Your Majesty, that that Con-
vention is publicly stated and believed to contain a provision establishing a
differential rate largely iu favour of Russian subjects in China, sending mess-
ages over the Chinese lines to Europe, and therefore in violation of the pro-
visions of existing Treaties securing for Your Majesty's subjects in China
rights and privileges equal to those granted to the subjects of any other

nation.

It is further stated and believed publicly that the said Convention secures
to the existing Cémpauies, the Great Northern, and the Eastern Extension,
the monopoly of all messages dcspatched from Shanglmi., Amoy, Foochow
and Hongkong, by far the l.rger and more important portion of the traffic
and that in which Your Majesty’s subjects are most largely interested.
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13. If the Chinese iines, when completed, were thrown open Ireely to
the public unhampered by this or any similar convention, the greater portion
of the traffic from the above-named ports would flow naturally to the Chincse
lines as the most direct, to the very great gain of the Chinese Governmeut.

14. Your Petitioners most humbly thank Your Majesty for having re-
fused your assent to the Convention and to any modification of it, and for
Your Majesty’s most gracious issurance, through Yonr Ministers in the
Commons House of Parliament, tliat no consent will Le given to the Conven-
tion without full consideration of all the interests involveil and without con-
sultation with the representatives of British Commerce.

15. Yonr Petitioners most respectfully represent to Your Majesty that
the ratification of the Convention of the 10th August 1887, between the
Chinese Govemment and the Companies hereinbefore mentioned, would Le
a serious injury to the future of Telegraphic Communication in China amnd
throughout the world, would serionsly hamper trade and especially the trade
of Your Majesty’s subjects in the LEast, and would be, they humlly conceive
and represent, in breach, if not of the precise words, certainly of the spirit
of the International Telegraphic Convention entered into by Your Most
Gracious Majesty at St. Petersburgh the 16/22 of July 1875, and especially
of clause 19 of that convention.

- 16. Your Petitioners beg further most respectinlly to represent that the
continuned existence of the Convention, the suhject of this Petition, and of
the negotiations for its approval or modification, is an impediment to all im-
provement in Telegraphic Communication between the Iast and Europe,
and in particalar prevents the Chinese Government from completing its telo-
graphic system and connecting it with the general nefwork of Telegraphic

communication throughout the world ziZ Kiachta.

Your Petitioners therefore most humbly pray Your Majesty—

1. To refuse your assent tothe Convention or to any modification of it.

2. To represent to the Imperial Chinese Government, through Your
Majesty’s Minister at Peking, that any such Convention
would be in violation of the spirit of existing Treaties.

3. To l"ep'resent, further, to the Chinese Gtovernment that to enter
into any swch Convention would be detrimental to their own
hest. interests.
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4. To move Ilis Imperial Majesty, the Emperor of China, to put
an end definitely to the Convention as having failed to attain
Your Majesty’s Assent.

5. To move ITis Imperial Majesty, to join the International Tele-
graphic Convention and connect the Chinese Lines with the
general Iluropean Svstem.

G. Tomove the Governments, parties to the Intcrnational Tele-
graphic Convention of 1875, having representatives at
Pcking, to instruct their Ministers to co-operate with your
Majesty’s Minister to the same end.

And Your Majesty’s obedient and dutiful servants will ever pray.

Oun behalf of the Committec of the
IToxckoNG GENERAL CHavMBER Or (OMMERCE,

5. MACKINTOSH, Chairman.
2Gth June. 1890.

HorekoNG GENERAL CHAMBER OoF COMMERCE,
Honcroxng, 7th July, 1890.

Sig,—DBy the direction of my Committee I have the pleasure to hand
you herewith copy of a Petition which this and other Chambers in China
and Japan have been induced to present to Her Most Gracious Majesty
the Queen, praying that She may be pleased to oppose the ratification of a
pending Convention between the Chinese Government and The Eastern
Telegraph Company and the Eastern Extension, Australasia and China
Telegraph Company, Limited. »

The Convention, which has for its object the monopoly of telegraph
business between China and the outer world, and the long continunance of
present extreme rates for the transmission of messages, if allowed to Le
successfully carried out, must prove detrimental to Commercial and other
interests generally.

Though more immediately connected with the Lusiness of China and
Japan, the question bas a wider and more general bearing and merits the
attention of all those interested in the .spread of cheap' and universal

telegraph communication.--I am, &c.,

- F. HENDERSON, Secrefary.
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Axiovy GEnerarn Crasicer or COMMERCE,
Aoy, 27th June, 1890.

DEAR Sir,—Your letter of 18th instant and copics of Petition against
the Telegraph Convention werc placed lLefore u general meeting of the
Chamber held on the 25th instant, and contents were thoroughly discussed.

It was unanimously resolved that the Committee should sign the Petition
in triplicate and return same to you, as suggested in your letter, to be for-
warded by your Chamber through His Excellency the Governor.

Herein I beg to hand you three copics of Petition duly signed with
which please do the needful.—I am, &e.,

. . W. SKRIMSHIRE, Secretary.
F. HexbpErsox, Esq., '
Secrciary, IToxorkoNG¢ GENERAL CHAMBER OF CO:MMERCE.

No. 2,208. CorLoNiAL SkCRETARY'S OFrFriICE,
Hoxexoxe, 28th June, 1890.

S1r,—I am directed by Ilis Excellency the @fficer Administering the
Government to acknowledge the receipt of your letter of the 26th instant,
enclosing a Petition to Her Most Gracious Majesty the ®TEEN drawn up by
the Committce of the Hongkong General Chamber of Commerce praying that
Her Majesty may be pleased to oppose the ratification of the Convention
which it is reported is about to be entered into Letween the Chinese Govern-
ment and the Telegraph Companics.

The Petition will be transmitted as requested to the Right Honourable
the Secretary of State for the Colonics to be laid beforc Her Majesty.
I have, &ec.,

W. M. DEANE, Acting Celonial Secretary.

F. HEnbERsoN, Esq.,
Secretary, CuUAMBER oF COMMERCE.

1ToNGKONG GENERAL CHAMBER OF COMMERCE,
IToxgroxe, 2nd July, 1890.
Drar Sir,—I had the pleasure of addressing you on 30th October last
in reference to a reported Convention between the Chinese Government and
Telegraph Companies which this Chamber have every reason to belicve
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would, if ratificd, prove highly detrimental to commereizd and other interests

in China and Japan.

The Convention is still pending and I beg to hand you herewith copies
of a Petition this Chamber has presented to Her Majesty the QUEEN praying
that she may Le pleased to oppose its ratification. The Petition has also been
adopted by other Chambers both in China and Japan.

It has within the last weck been somewhat positively asserted that the
Convention has fallen through, but the report is not sufficiently well sub-
stantiated to justify the Chamber in relaxing its efforts towards opposing the

attempted ratification.—I am, &e.,

I. IIENDERSON, Secretary.
Kenric B. Murray, sy,
Scerctury, Loxpox Ciranser or COMMERCE.

HoxeroNe GENERAL CHAMBER or COMMERCE,
Ioxgsioxa, 2ud July, 1890,

Sir,— I am dircetel by the Committee of this Cbamber to hand you the
accompanying copies of the Petition which they have presented to Iler Most
Gracious Majesty the QUEEN, praying that she may be pleased to oppose the
ratification of the Telegraph Convention,

I am further directed by my Comittee to offer you their best thanks
for the valuable assistance you have given in opposing the Convention, and
also for sundry telegrams containing interesting information which you were
good enough to send to the Chamber throngh Mr. J..J. KEswiIcK,

A statement, perhaps no more reliable than the many vague and con-
tradictory rumours that have preceded if, appeared last weck in the Nortk
China Daily News to the effect that ITis Excellency Lt Huxe Cuaxe bad
positively stated that the Convention is dead.—I1 bave, &e.,

I. HENDERSON, Seccretary.

Wi, Keswrck, Esq.,
1éce-Chairman, THE CuiNa AssociatioN, LONDON.
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IlovakoNG GENERAL CHAMBER OF COMMERCE,
IToxgroxeg, 3rd July, 1890.

DEAR Sir,—I beg to acknowledge, with thanks, receipt of your Chamber’s
Report for 1889, and have much pleasure in reciprocating by now handing

you this Chamber’s Report for the same period.

I have the further pleasure of handing you herewith copy of a Petition
addressed to Her Majesty the QUEEN protesting against the ratifieation of a
pending Convention betwecn the Chinese Government and the Telegraph
Companies having for its object a monopoly of telegraph business between

China and Europe.

The telegraphic tariff is referred to in your Report uow acknowledged,
and it may prove interesting to yon to know what has been done here in
opposing a Convention which, if snceessfully carried out, would no doubt

result in a long contivnance of the present extreme rates.—I am, &e.,

1. HIENDERSON, Secretary.

ALEX, GENTLE, Esq,
Seerctary, SixgaroRE CHAMBER oF COMMERCE.

ItoNGKONG GENERAL CitaMper orF COMMERCE,
IHo~xgroxa, 4th Jnly, 1890.

Drar Sir,—1 am direeted by my Committee to acknowledge receipt of
your esteemed favour of 27th June returning, duly signe.l, three copies of the
Petition against the Telegraph Convention, and further to offer your Chamber
their best thanks for its cordial eo-operation towards opposing the above

Conveuntiou.—1I am, &c.,

F. HENBERSON, Secerctary.

E. P. W. SKRiMSHIRE, Esq.,
Secretary, Ayoy GENERAL CHAMBER OF COMMERCE.

Similar letter to WerRNER KronN, Esq.,
Secretary, ¥oocunow GENERAL CisMBER oF COMMERCE.
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Foecrow GENErRAL CHaMBER or COMMERCE,
I'oocHOw, ath July, 1890.

Dear Sir,—1 beg to thauk you for your valued favour of the 19th
ultimo, and have now the pleasure of returning you enclosed the ctition
against the Telegraph Convention which is to be forwarded to Her Majesty
the QUEEYN, duly signed in triplicate by the Chairman of this Chamber.

Our Commitiee will bs obliged by- vonr kindly forwarding the Petition
to it.s destination.—I am, &e.,

WERNER KROHN, Secretary.
F HeNDERSON, Esq.,
Secretary, 110NcKONG (xENERAL CiTAMBER OF COMSMERCE.

Similar letter from TieNT3IN GENERAL Ci1aMBER or COMMERCE.

Stravgitar GENERAL CHaMBER OoF COMMERCE,
Siraxerar, 14ch July, 1890.

S1r,—1 have to acknowledge your letter of 18th June covering copies
of the Petition to Le presentcl by British residents in China to Her Britannic
Majesty on the subject of the Chinese Telegraph Convention and asking for
the co-oparution of the Committse of this Chamber in furthering the object
m view.

I have now the pleasure to return to you three copies of the Petition
with the signatures, which it has been possible to obtain, regretting that they
arc not more numerous; but the general opinion seems to be that the question
has already been set at rest by Lord Sarispury’s reply to the China As-
sociation of London on the subject and that further action was unnecessary.—
I am, &c.,

GEO. R. CORNER, Secretary.
F. Hexoersov, Esq.,
Sceretary, HoNGKONG GENERAL CHAMBER OF COMMERCE,

CaoaxnseErR orF CoMMERCE,
SiNGAPORE, 17th JoLy, 1890.
Dear Sir,—I beg to acknowledge, with thanks, the receipt of your
. Chamber’s Report for 1889 aud also copy of a Petition to Her Majesty the
QUEEY, against the ratification of a peuding Convention between the Chinese
Government and the Telegraph Companies, which has becn read with interest.
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We liave already been in commiunication with the Government with the
view of strong representations being made at the Telegraph Conference
against a continuance of present Ligh rates to this part of the world.—I am,
&e., :

ALEX. GENTLE, Secretary.
The Secrctary,
GENERAL CHAMRER OF CoMMERCE, ITONGKONG.

IIoNGEONG GENERAL CHAMBER or COMMERCE,
IlonGkoNG, 14th Angnst, 1890.
Sir,—Begging reference to this Chamber’s letter of 26th June request-
ing that Ifis Excellency the @fticer Administering the Government would
be pleased to forward to Iler dost Gracious Majesty n Petition presented by
this Chamber against the Telegraplh Convention I have now the Lonour, by
the direction of my Committee, to hand yon similar Petitious, as noted at foot,
with the request that His Excellency the Officer Administering the Govern-
ment will be good enouzh to forward same by the ontgoing mail.—I have,
&e.,
IF. ITENDERSON, Sceretary.
The Hon. W. M. DEaxe, M.A,, CALG.,
Acting Colonial Secretary.

Petitions (in triplicate) against the Lelegraph Convention referred to in
the annexcd letter :—
From Tientsin signed by Merchants and others.
» 1lankow signed by the Secretary of the Hankow General Chamber
of Commerce.
» Shanghai signed by Merchauts and others.
» Loochow signed by Chairman of the Foocliow General Chamber
of Commerce.
» Amoy signed by Chairman, Vice-Chairman, Committee and Se-
cretary of the Amoy General Chamber of Commerce.
yy Hiogo signed by Merchants and others.
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No. 3,036. CorLoN1AL SECRETARY's Orricrk,
. 29th October, 1890.

S1r,—With reference to the letter from this Department No. 2,297 of
the 16th of August, I am directed by the Officer Administering' the Govern-
ment to acquaint you, for the information of the Hong'kong General Chamber
of Commerce, that His Excellency is in receipt of a Despatch from the Right
Honourable the Secretary of State for the Colonies to the effect that the
question of the Convention between China and the Telegraph Cempanies is
now in abeyance, but that the representations of your Chamber on the sub-
ject will be considered by [Her Majesty’s Government.

2. Lord KxuTsForD at the same time expresses a desire to be furnished
for purposes of reference with two further copies of the Petition addressed
hy the Chamber to Her Majesty, and I am to recjuest you to be grood enoug'h
to place His Excellency in a position to comply with Lord KNUTSFORD's
wishes.—I have, &ec.,

W. M. DEANE, Acting Colonial Secretary.
F. Iexpirson, Esq,
Secrctary, Hoxakoxa GENERAL CHAMBER OF COMMERCE.

Hoxcrexc GENERAL CHAMBER or COMMERCE,
Hoxeroxe, 30th October, 1890.

Sir,—1I have the honour to own receipt of vour estcemed communica-
tion No. 3,036 of yesterday’s date and am directed by my Committee to thank
you for the information conveyed therein that the representations of this and
other Chambers with reference to a Convention entered into between the
Chinese Government and the Telegraph Companies will be considered by
Her Majesty’s Government.

I have much pleasure in aceeding to your request to be supplied with
two further copies of the Petition against the Convention, and beg to hand

vou these herewith.—1I have, &e.,
F. IEXDERSON, Secretary.

The Hon. W. M. Deaxg, M.A.,, C.M.G,,
Acting Colonial Secretury,
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No. 3,167. Cor.ontan Secaerary's OFFICE,
2 November, 1890.

Srr,—With reference to my letter No. 2,597 of the 16th of August
I am divected by Ilis Bxcellency the Othcer Admiuistering the Government
to acquaint you, for the information of the Chamber of Commerce and of
the Petitioners m ntioned in your letter of the I4th of Angunst, that the
question of the Convention made in 1887 between the Chinese (Government
and the Telegraph Companies is now in abevance, but that the representa-
tions of the Petitioners will be considered by Iler Majesty’s Government.—
I have, &e.,

I. H. MAY, for Acting Colonial Secretary.

F. Hennirson, Esq.,

Seeretary, HoNgkoNGg GENERAL CnaMBER oF CoMMERCE.

B.
Tue LoNpeNy CHaxpeEr or CoMMERCE INCORPORATED,
Lexnox, 17th Janunary, 1890.
Dear Sin,—At the last mecting of the Itust India and China Trade
Section of this Chamber I was directed to send you copy of a letter which

this Chamber has recently addressed to the Foreign Office in response to an
invitation from Lord Salisbury to state its view in regard o the proposed

addition.larticle to the Chefoo Convention,—I am, &e.,

KENRIC B. MURRAY, Secretary.

-The Secretary, CnaAMBER 0F COMMERCE, JIONGKONG.

6th Januvary, 1890.
The Most Noble The Marquis of Sulisbury, K.G., Secretary of State for
Ioreign Affairs, &e., &e.

My Lorp,—Your Lordship’s letier of the 11th December last, relative
to a suggested Additional Article tothe Chefoo Convention of 1876 regulating
the conditions of trade between this country and China, has received the
careful attention of the Chamber and its East India and China Trade Seetion.

In thanking your Lordship for the opportunity afforded this Chamber of

expressing its view in regard to the proposals of the Chinese Government,




B.

and also for the copy of the agrcemeut forwarded for its information, I am (o
point out that subject to certain modifications, the course proposed meets
with the general approval of London merchants concerncd in trade with

China.

In the first place the Secction i3 of opinion that the proposal that the
port of Chungking be opened at once is of immediate importance to British
interests and will very greatly stimulate trade with Western China, It is
therefore hoped that IHer Majesty’s Government will accept this proposal, as
it confers real and tangihle advantages hevond any that navigation of the

. Upper Yangtszc is likely to afford for many years owing to the natursl
obstacles presented by the rviver itself. The Section thercfore regards as
reasonable and acecptable the proposal that DBritish steamers shall have
acecess to Chungking as soon as Chinese steamers are permitted to go there,
and that “during the interval the carrying trade shall be doue by junks, but
“under such o system of facilities and privileges as will as far as possible
‘“assimilate it to that now enjoyed by stecamers at the Treaty Ports on the
“Lower Yangtsze.” While approving of this srrangement, howcver, the
Section desires to lay stress upon the importance of securing the rights of
British traders (#) to charter junks and to generally navigate native vessels
under the British flag, and under the command of DBritish subjects; (4) to
repack piece goods at Hankow or Ichang by halving or quartering the bules
for convenience of the up-river voyage (in view of the special storage
required) without payment of any extra import duties. In counection with
the latter stipulation, I am to point out that under the present Customs Rules
foreign goods imported in China ean be re-exported coastwise or up-river
duty free only if in their original packages with original marks and numbers;
and that these rules would have to be modified, in the event of Chungking
being opened, in such sense as to allow of repacking at Hankow of goods

destined for the new port.

The East India and China Trade Seetion of the Chamber, while appre-
ciating the benefits that must accrue to British trade on the immediate open-
ing of the port of Chungking, are nevertheless strongly of opinion that the
right to navigate the Upper Yangtsze—a right which was only conceded by the
Chinese Government after great diplomatic pres'sure—should not be definitely

abandoned, They would therefore snggest that it should be waived for a
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period of, say, ten years at the expiration of which it =hould revert to Dritish
traders, who might then be able to take advantage of any possible change in
the internal policy of China wherelby a snrvey of the Upper Yangtsze river,
followed by the adoption of measures to remove the present obstacles to
navigation might be permissible ; such measures would be extremely impor-
tant in the event of the Chinese allowing a genernl improvement of the
means of communication by land and water between the inland centres of
population and the sea coast, thus affording incrcased facilities for the dis-
tribution of Dritish goods to the large markets of the iuterior. The willing-
ness of the Chinese Government to grant the concessions involved in the
proposed additional article to the Chefoo Convention should eertainly be
encouraged, but, while securing present advantages, the possibilities of the
future should be carefully weighed and provided for in any re-arangement of
Treaty provisions involving rights already acquired.

I am to express the hope that the considerations herein advanced will
received the favourable attention of Her Majesty’s Government in the con-
duct of the negotiations now prceceding with the Chinese Government.—
Iam, &c.,

KENRIC B. MURRAY, Scecretary.

HoxcikoNe GENELAL CriaMBiER OF COMMERCE,
1Toxgrone, 11th March, 1890.

DEear Sir,—1 bave the pleasure to acknowlecdge receipt of your esteemed
favour of 17th January, and I am directed by my Committee to tender jou
their best thanks for copy of letter addressed to the Secretary of State for
Foreign Affnirs, having refeience to the proposed additional Article to the
Chefoo Convention.

My Committee, while in no way wishing to deprecate the advantages
likely to accrue to British trade by securing another outlet for her manufac-
tures, scarcely think the opening of Chungking will realise the expectations
of those who seem to anticipate a large immediate increase to the volume of
trade.

My Committee entirely agree with you in thinking that the right of
navigating the Upper Yangtsze must not he abandoned. It is to he regretted
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that Her Britannic Majesty's Minister at Peking was, apparently, not in-
structed to oppose the vacillating and temporising policy adopted by the
Chinese Gavernment in reference to this question. Persistent obstructiveness
at every stage of the proceedings has securel them a diplom:atic victory
which will scarcely teud to smooth the way for further negotiation at a
future date.

Trusting that your suggestions will have received a favourable reception
at the hands of the Scerctary of State.—1 remain, &ec.,

IF. HENDERS@N, Seerctary.
Kexseic B. Mukray, Esq.,

Secretary, Tug Loxpox Cuanviser or CoyrMenrce, LoNpox.

C.

No. 2,796. CoLoNIAL SECRETARY'S OFFICE,
HaoxGikoNg, 8rd December, 1889.
Sir,—I am directed by Ilis Excellency the Governor, to transmit to you,
for the early obscrvations of the Chamber of Commerce, the anuncxed copy of
a Bill entitled ?%he Trade Marks Ordinance, 1889.—1 have, &e.,

A. LISTER, Adcting Colonial Sccretary.
F. Hespersey, Exsq,

Sceretary, GexeraLl Citavier or COMMERCE.

No. 2,79;. CoLuNIAL SECRETARY'S OFrFICE,
Hoxcroxg, 3rl December, 1889,
Sin,—1 am divceted by 1lis Excelleney the Governor to transmit toyou,
for the carly observations of the Chamber of Commerce, the anncxed copy of
a Bill entitled Z'%e Merchandise Marks Ordinance, 1889.—1 have, &c..,

A. LISTER, Acting Colonial Secretary.
I*. HexpErson, Iizq.,
Scerctary, GENERAL CiraMper or CoMMERCE,
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HoxeroNg Gexeral Ciayser oF COMMERCE,
HoxaroxNG, 26th April, 1890.
Sir,—I have the honour to acknowledge receipt of your esteemed letter

of 26th instant, requesting to be favoured with a reply to your despatches
Nos. 2,798 and 2,797 of 3rd December, and I am directed hy my Committee

to apologise fov the delay in replying which has, however, heen almost uu-
avoidable.

The two Bills referred to, Frauduleut Marks on  Merchandise, and Re-
gistration of Trade Marks Ordinances, are under the consideration of those
Members of the Committee most interested in the guestions involved and I
lLiope to have the pleasure of forwarding you a reply without much further

delay.—I have, &ec.,
I HENDERSON, Sceretary.

The Hon. W. M. Deaxg, MLA,, CALG,,
Acting Coloniul Secretary.

IloxcoNG GENERAL CuaMBER or COMMERCE,
HoONGKONG, 231 June, 1890.

Sig,—Begging reference to your estecmed communication of 26th April
No. 886 I have now the honour to inform you the two Bills mentioned therein
have had the carcful consideration of the Committee of this Chamber, aud
I am directed to state—

That as regards An Ordirnance to amend the Law relating to the Regis-
tration of Trade Marks the Committee are disposed to think that increased
legislative powers in that dircction are hardly neceessary, aud it sppears to
them that to cawry out the ohjects contemplated by the Orcdinance with perfect
cfficiency would require the maintenance of a staff, and involve an expenditnre,
incompatible with the requirements of the Colony. A complicated and
elaborate system of registration in the United Kingdom gives protection to
the owners of Trade Marks who can further protect themselves here by re-
gistration under the existing Ordinance, and there are no local productions at

present that appcar likely to seck special protection.
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An Ordinance to amend the Law rvelating to Lrandalent Marks on
Merchandise also aims at increased scope of action which my Committee con-
sider is in the present state of the trade hardly required.—I have, &e.,

IF. HEXDERSON, Seccretary.
The Hon. W. M, DEeaxg, M.A., CM.G.,
Acting Colonial Sccretary.

Britisi CONSULATE,
Swartow, 25th March, 1890.

Sir,—In the Daily Press of the 215t instant a doenment appears which
purports to be a copy of a letter, dated 23vd Janwu'y, 1890, from you to the
Honourable N. G. MircHeLL-INNES, Acting Registrar General of Hongkoug
on the subject of a 1)1‘01505011 revision of the Chinese Emigration Act.

The following passage occurs in the letter : —

“ Incidentally it may be mentioned that, at the prcsent/momcnt,
“emigration is permitted from Swatow to the Dutch Straits
 Scttlements by vessels other than British, while coolics for
¢ the Settlements of British North Boruco are not allowed to
“depart from Swatow in ships flying the British flag.”

Permit me to point out to you thit cach of these statements is a mistaken
one. Having learned in 1888 that the then Governor General at Canton had
given forma} permission to German stecamers chartered by a certain hong to
convey passengers from Swatow to Suinatra, I wrote to Ilis Excellency ou
behalf of British vesscls that might wish to engage in the same cmigration
trade, and their right to do so was fully vecognised in & despatch to me of
November 30th, 1888. As regards Dritish North Borneo, official notices
were at my request posted in Swatow last year by direction of the Taotai, in
which the Natives were told that they were at perfeet liberty to emigrate to
that country in steamers employed by any British Merchant in Swatow.

Emigrants going from Swatow to Snmatia or British North Bornco or
elsewhere in a vessel of any nationatity must, as is weli known, be frec pas-

scengers ald not under contracts of service.
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No British vessel has as yet attempte:d to carry emigrants from this Port
to Sumatra or DBritish North Borne)—a fact for which good local reasons
can be given.—I have, &c.,

A. FRATER, Officiating Consul.
F. Hexpersox, Esq.,
Seerctary, 11oxGKONG GENERAL CrraMBeR oF COMMERCE,

IoxcicexG GENErAL CrayMper or COMMERCE,
IToxgroxNG, 19th April, 1890.

Sir,—TI have the pleasuve to acknowledge receipt of yonr estcemed com-
munication of 25th March, and would ask you to be good enough to excuse
the delay—almost unavoidable—which has arisen in replying to same.

I am directed by my Committee to thauk you for having been good
enough to draw their attcntion to some erroneous statements which unfor-
tunately appeared in the Chamber’s letter to the Ilon. N. G. MITCHELL-
INyes of 23] January last, having reference to some supposed restrictions
in the emigration of Chinese coolies from Swatow hy vessels flying the
Euglish flag.

The notices to which you refer were not, as far as I am awarc, made
public in Hongkong and may have in consequence escaped the notice of my
Committee.—I have, &ec.,

F. HIENPERSON, Scerctary.
A. FRATER, Esq.,
H. B. M.s Officiating Consul, Switow.

E.

HoxGkoNG GENERAL CuayBer oF COMMERCE,
IHoxcrone, 24th June, 1890.
Str,—I am directed by my Committee to address you in reference to a
propesal made Jast year in the Legislative Council, and again brought forward
yesterday by the MHon. PHiNEAS Ry®&IiE at the request of this Chamber, for

the establishment of a Lighthouse Board, and I have the hounour to rcequest
that you will be good enough to bring the subject to the notice of His Ex-
cellency the Administrator.
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It may he within the reeolle:ion of His Excellency that the subject was
referred to at a Meeting of the Legislative Council on 12th Iecember last,
when His Excellency Sir Wirriay DeEs V@eux remarking thereon stated—

Tuat as the matter had been somewhat hurriedly introduced it would
hardly be expected that he would then express a final opinion, but that he
had no « priori objection. He presnmel the first object would be to sce
that lighthouse money was devoted to lighthouses, and stated that such
Boards existed in other Colonies. IHHis Jxcellency marked his approval of
the scheme when stating that it would receive his best consideration, and he
dared say would probably form one of those many projects which he hoped
to carry out for the good of the Colony.

The shipping business of Hongkong is of such paramount importance
to the Colony that my Committee cannot but look favourable upon a proposal,
which, if earried out, would tend to foster that branch of its trade.

The Committee have no hesitation in strongly recommending the ad-
option of the proposal to the very favourable consideration of His Excellency
the Administrator.

Among other duties devolving upon the Board would Dbe the super-
vision of lighthouses, the regulation and collection of dues, and the appro-
priation of same to the specific purposes for which they are levied. The
powers of the Board might be increased as circumstances appeared advisable,
and my Committee venture to suggest that tentatively its Members should
comprise : ‘I'wo Mcmbers appointed by the Government, one of whom should
always be Chairman with a casting vote, and two others to he appointed hy
this Chamber.—I have, &c.,

F. HENDERSON, Secretary.
Hon. W. M. Dizaxg, M.A,, C.M.G,,
Acting Colonial Secretary.

No. 2,212, CoLoNMAL SECRETARY'S OFFICE,
Hox~xGkoNG, 30th June, 1890.
Sir, —In reply to your letter of the 24th instant I have the honour, by
direction of the Officer Administering the Government, to inform you that
there was no Meeting lield of the Legislative Couneil on the 12th December

last,
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2. His Excellency has read the account in the Daily Press newspaper
of the Meeting held on the 18th December last and does not find that any-
thing then said Ly Iis Excellency Sir G. Wrrriam Des Va:itx amounts to
what is stated i your letter now nnder answer. Ilis Exceliency would
therefore be glad if the Chamber of Commerce wounld be good enough to
inform him where the proccedings, in which Sit G. Wirriay Des VEux
expressed his approval to establish a Lighthouse Board stating that the sub-
ject should receive his hest consgideration, can be found.—I have, &e.,

W. M. DEANE, Acting Colonial Sceretary.
F. HexDERsoON, Exq.,
Secretary, CitaMBER Or COMMERCE.

Hoxciione GENERAL CHaMBER OF COMMERCE,
IHonG1oxg, 80th Jime, 1890.

Sir,—I have the honour to acknowledge rcceipt of your esteemed com-
munication of this date and in reply to same heg to state 1 very much regret
that in this Chamber's_letter of 2.4th instant on the subject of a proposed
Lighthouse Board the Legislative Meeting therein veferred to was inadver-
tently stated to have taken place ou 12th December, 1889, instead of 12th
February of this year.

For the information of Ilis Excellency the Officer Administering the
Governmeut I beg to hand vou the annexed extract from the Report of the
Legislative Council Meeting of 12th February last taken from ZZongkong
Duaily Press of 13th Febrnaryv.—I have, &c.,

I'. HENDERSON, Secretary.
Hon. W. M. DEaNE, M.A,, C.M.G.,
Acting Colonial Secrctary.

Extract from * Honghong Daily Press ™ 13th February, 1890.
“With reference to the first question put by Mr. MacEwEY I may say
that within the last few days a proposition was made to me with refereénce
to a Lighthonse Board. The matter has come upon me too suddenly, and I
have therefore not considered it sufficiently as yet. The gentleman who pro-
posed it I don’t think I need have any hesitation in saying is Mr. MACEWEN,

and he will hardly expect me to give a final opinion on it now. Suffice it
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to sav I hiave no @ poiori objection to it. I coneeive its first object ix to sec
that lighthouse moucy is devoted to lighthouses. 1 don’t know whether
there are any other objects, althongh there prohably are other objects, and I
know therc wre snch Boards in other Colonies ; all I can say at the preseut
moment is that it will have my best counsideration, and I dare say may form
one of those many projects as yet not carried out which I hope to carry out
for the Lenefi of the Colony. Beyond that I can’t say anything, as I really
have net hud time to consider it. T have also this satisfaction in putting it
off tor six months, that this happens to be the time when there is least reason
to complain about any balance of revenue over expenditure on lighthouses,
becanse I expect that the expenditnre of this year and the end of last year
will cover all the difference hetween revenue and expenditure for a good
many years past. Therefore the present is the time when there is least
grouml on that point for a change. Still I think a Lighthouse Board might
be a very good thing for other reasons, and therefore I shall be happy to give
it my Dbest consideration and I am sure my Zocum tenens on my left (the Co-

fonial Sceretary) will also.do so.

{'01.0N1A1, SECRETARY’s OrFrice,
IToNcrONG, 22nd July, [890.
Sir,—In reply to your letter of the 30th June, and adverting to pre-
vious correspondence, 1 have the honour, by direction of Ilis Excellency the
Officer Administering the Government, to inform you that the Government
will, when next year's estimates are Leing ddealt with, consider how far it is
pessible to scparate the Lighthouse Dues from the General Revenue of the
Colony.—I have, &¢.,
W. M. DEANE, Acting Colonial Secrctary.
F. lIExpERSox, Esq., '
Secretary, HoXtRONG GENERAL CHAMBER 0r COMMERCE.

E.

PeNINsULAR & ORIENTAL STEAM NavIGATION CoMPANY,
ITonGroONG, 22nd Septeinber, 1800.
GAP ROCK.
BEAR S, —T beg' to direct the special attention of the Comnmittee ot
the Chamber cf Commerce to a Notice to Maviners published in the Jong-
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long Government Guazette of the Gth instant, which states that several dan-
gers have been discovered in the vicinity of the Gap Rock and Shipmasters
are warsed not to approach the Rock on either side nearer than one-and-a-
half cables.

I would venture to suggest that the Government be asked to take steps
to ascertain more definitelv the nature and extent of the dongers in ques-
tion, and if practicable, to remove them entirely or adopt such means as
may be considered advisable to render the navig:ation nea1* the rock as safe

as possible.

When the Gap Rock Light is exhibited vessels will doubtless approach
much closer to the rock than they do at present and as the obstructions are
reported to be about a quarter of a mile distant on either side of the rock
a miscalculation by a Commander ot half a cable or so, due to atmospheric
influences, would in all probability cause the loss of Lis vessel.

Theretore unless some precautions are taken to gnard against the dan-
cers referred to, it seems to me that the Lig'ht will produce an element of

risk rather than be a safe guide to Mariners.

Another matter in connection with the Gap Rock also demands the
particular attention of the Chamber, 7 e., the greatimportance of placing the
Lighthouse in telegraphic or telephonic communication with this Colony
and the Government should be requested to earnestly consider the advisa-
Lility of carrying' out such a scheme. The present system of signalling
from the Peak is antiquated and inconvenient and unworthy of this ag'e of

science and advancement.

The completion of Lighthouse would therefore be an opportune time
to introduce a more modern and expeditious method of reporting the arrival
of vessels and it occurs to me that this could be satisfactorily arranged by
placing an office, connected by wire with the Gap Rock in the same build-
ing as the Teleplione Exchange. Agents or owners could then be at once
informed that their vessel has passed the rock. The news could also be
posted outside the office for the information of the public generally.

A telegraphic cable for the purpose above mentioned would probably
cost between £25,000 and £30,000 and this outlay: could he met by a loan




obtained locally and be paid otl in a certain period frrom the surplus light
dues levied at the old rate of one cent per ton.—I am, &e.,

I. L. WOODIN, Superintendent.

F. Hexpenrsox, Esq,,
Sveretary, HoNnakoNG GENERAL CliAMBER oF COMMERCE.

HouxokoNG GeENERAL CHAMBER oF CoMMERCE,
Ho~xGrong, 3rd October, 1890.
Sm,—"l'he Comumittee of this Chamber have on several occasions had
the honour of addressing you in reference to lighting the southern approach
tv the Harbour of Hongkong when it was finally decided to fix on the Gap

Rock as the most suitahle site for a Lig-hthouse.

The Committee consider it would add mmch to the nsefulness of the
Lighthouse if it were put in direct communication with HongXong:, and at
a recent meeting' it was resolved to bring' tu the notice of ITis Iixcellency
the Officerr Administering: the Government the desirability of establishing
connnunication either by electric cable, or, should such a course he feasible,

by telephone.

[t appears to the Committee highly desirable that the Gap Rock should
be connected with Hongkong not only for the purpose of keeping up com-
munication between the Authorities and their employés at the Lighthouse
at such times as the state of the weather renders ordinary intercourse danger-
ous or impossible, but also as a means of afturding' early information of the
approach of vessels.

"T'he expense of laying a Cable would of course be considerable but the
Committee are very strongly of opinion that any undertaking which promises
to encourage and facilitate shipping' business—the mainspring of [fongkong’s
progress—merits liberal expenditure at the hands of the (Government.

Should additional funds, to those already voted, be required to carry

out the suggestion of the Committee the temporary tax on tonnage now
levied could be continued till the additional expenditure was liguiclated.
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Requesting that you will be gwod enong'h to lay the contents of this
letter betore His Excellency the Ofticer Administering the Government for

his favourable consideration,—I Lave, &ec.,
. HENDERSON, Sceretary.

Hou. W. M. Dea~e, ALA, CALG.,
AAeting Colonial Secretary.

No. 2894. CoLoNIAL SECRETARY’s OIFICE,
IToxcroNg, Gth October, 1890.
Siw,—I am divected by the Officer Administering the Government to
acknowledge the receipt of vour letter of the 3rd instant, suggesting that
communication by telegraph and telephone should be established between
the Gap Rock Lighthouse and Hongkong, and to acquaint you for the
inforrmation of the Chamber of Commerce, that although His Excellency is
not at present in a position to muke any promise as regards the matter
referred to, he will nevertheless give it his careful consideration, and will
lese no time in making enquiries as to the cost of effecting the object

desired by the Chamber.—I have, &e.,
W. M. DEANE, Acting Colonial Secretary.
F. Hesversox, Bsq.,
Secreteary, CnamMser oF CoMMERCE.

HonoroNu GENERAL CHaAMBER oF COMMERCE,
ITonakoNG, 22nd October, 1890.

Bear Sir,—I am dirvected to acknowledge receipt of your esteemed
favour ot 22nd ultimo having reterence to the connecting: of the Gap Rock
Light with Hongkong' by Cable, and also to certain dangers to navigation
existing in the neighbourhood of the Light referred to in the Gocernment
Gazette of Gth Septemlser.

Both matters have already had the attention of my Committee and have
formed the subject ot correspondence with the Government and Commodore
CuurcH. His Ixcellency the Officer Administering the Governmeat has
promised that the sngga'ested connection of the Gap Rock would receive his
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caretul consicleration and that no time will be lost in making: encjuiries as
to the cost of effecting the oljcct desived by the Chamber. Commodore
Cuunck in his reply states that the Chamber’s letter will be torwarded to
the Commander-in-Chiet.

My Committee ave entively of your opinion that it is highly desirable
that the Giap Rock Light should be connected with Hongkong' by Cable.—
I am, &ec,,

F. HENDERSON, Secrefary.
E. L. Woobin, Esq.,
Superintendent, Peninsvrar & Onmsxran S, N, Co.

No. 3,172. CoronraL SECRETARY’S OFFICE,
Honcrong, 22nd November, 1890.

Sir,—I am directed by the Ofiicer Administering the Government with
reference to iny letterr No. 2,894 of the 6th ultimo, to transmit to you, for
tle information of the Chamber of Commerce, a copy of a letter from Mr.
Jupp with a memo thereon by the Surveyor General on the subject of the
cost of the proposed cable to the Gap Rock Lighthouse.

His Excellency will be glad to receive any observations the Chamber
may have to malke, but I am to suggest that it should be considered whether
or not it would Le better to defer taking steps with regard to the laying of
a cable until the completion of the ligchthouse.—1I have, &c.,

W. M. BDEANE, Acting Colonial Secretary.
F. HexpErsoy, Esq.,
Secretary, HoNncroxe GESERAL CHAMBER OF COMMERCE.

Copy. Hongkong, 28th October, 1890.
DEear Sie,—I have received the following from my i{ead Office : —
“The Companies are prepared to supply and lay on behalf of the Hong-

kong Government w cable 38 Loots in length between Gap Rock Lighthouse

and Hongkong aud would recommend type E (7-ton cable) being used
. throughout as most suitable, having regard to the shailow water, anchorage
risk, &c., &c.”  ‘The Companies have not sufficient cable of this type in stock
but could send it out from England delivered at Hongkong within aboub
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five (56) mounths from the date of the contract for £11,550 (eleven thousand
five hundred and fifty pounds). The core would be 1301bs. of gutta percha
aud 1301bs. of copper per knot, protected against teredo by a brass ribbon.

If the Government require lighter cable, it could be supplied from stock
in China, eight knots of type E (7 tons) and twenty-five knots type B (3-4
tous), core 200 by 2001bs. per knot, protected with brass ribbon for £10,700
(ten thousand seven hundred pounds), or these could be supplied from
Singapore similar lengths and types, core 130 by 1301bs. protected with
brass ribbon for £9,050 (nine thousand and fifty pounds). The cable ship
would be £100 (one hundred pounds) additional for each day she was em-
ployed upon the work, including the voyage to and from Singapore or
Shanghai, which are the headquarters of the Compiinies’ ship.

The land line between the town and Deep Water Bay would cost £500
(five hundred pounds) extra.

The route for the cable would be from Dcep Water Bay, following the
course of our cable to Haiphong.

Little is at present known as to the practicability of working telephones
over such a length of cable, and although experiments arc now Leing carried
out in Eagland, the Companiss are not able to make any positive statement
on the subject.

Should a telephone, however, be practicable, the cost of the necessary
apparatus would be £75 (seventy-five pounds).

The cost of telegraph apparatus would be £150 (one hundred and fifty
pounds).

SUMMARY. &£
A. 33 knots type E delivered in Hongkong. Core 130/130
. 11,550
Lrass gibbom, = = = - - c 4 - o e o . -
B. 8 knots type E 25 knots B delivered in Hongkong. Core 10,700
200/200 brass ribbon, - - - - - - . . . . . . y
C. 8 knots E 25 knots B delivered in Hongkong. Core s '
130130 brass ribbon, - - - - - - . . . o . o[ 0

Ship £100 per day including voyage to and from headquarters.

Apparatus Telephone, - « - - . . . . . £75
»  Telegraph, - - - - - . . . . £150
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We shall be glad to obtain any further information reguired by the
Government.—1 am, &c.,

WALTER JUDD, Manager in China,
Honourahle S. Brown, Surveyor General. ¥

MiNUTE BY THE SURVEYOR GENERAL,

From the information contained in the letter from Mr, Jupp attached
T estimate ‘the cost of establishing Telegraphic Communication with the
Gap Rock at from £10,000 (£60,000) to £13,000 ($78,000) according to
the type of cable employed. I am of opinion taking all the conditions affect-
ing this case into consideration that it-would probably prove the most
economical course in the long run to lay the heavier and more costly cable.

S. BROWN, Surveyor General.
Honaexona, 80th October, 1890.

G..
( Copy.)
NOTICE TO MARINERS.
Gar Rock.

The operations in connection with the Establishment of the Gap Rock
Lighthouse have disclosed the fact that there are several dangers close to
the Rock.

Shipmasters are therefore advised not to approach the Rock on either
side nearer than 1} cables.

R. MURRAY RUMSEY, Ret. Com., R.N,,
Harbowr Master, &e.
Harbour Department, Hongkong', 2nd September, 1890.
HoNgxong GENERAL CuAMBER OF COMMERCE,
Ifongxong, 3rd October, 1890.
Sir,—T'he attention of t.e Committee of this Chamber has been directed
to a notification which appearcd in the Government Gazefte of September

| . - b T,
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Geh, stating that several dangers had been disclosed in the neighbourhood
of the Gap Rock, and warning Shipmasters not to approach on either side
nearer than 1} cables.

In conncction with this Notification I have been instructed to address
vou on behalt of the Committee who will fiel greatly obliged if vou can
kindly inform them, it'it is in your power to do so, if' any steps will be taken
to cavefully suevey and lay down on the Clarts these dangers which extend-
g as they o to a considerable distance on hoth sides ot the Gap Rock are
a serious menace to shipping and may, if allowed to remain uusurveyed,
render the Lighthouse a danger rather than a safe gmard to vessel travelling

in these waters.—I have, &e.,
I. IIENDERSON, Necretary.

Commodore Lomuxp J. Cuurcn. R.N.

HALS. Vietor Emanwel,
Honokroxa, Gth October, 1890,

Sir,—I am directed by the Commodore to acknowledge the receipt of
your letter of the 8rd instant, stating that several dangers have been te-
ported as existing in the neighbourlood of the Gap Rock.

2. In reply I am to inform you that your letter will be forwarded by
the first opportunity, for the consideration of the Commander-in-Chief.

3 At the same time the Commodore wishes the Committee of the
Chamber of Commerce to observe that the programme of work to be carried
out by the Surveying Vessels, is under the divection of the Iydrographer
of the Navy and that the Zambler is at preseut employed on a survey of the
Chusan Archipelago.

4. I am further to add that before the lighthouse on the Gap Rock is
completed, the position of the Rocks in the neighbourhood will undoubtedly
be fixed.—I am, &e.,

GEORGE . WHILLIER,
Secretary to the Commodore,
I'. HenpErson, Isq.,
Secretary, HoNcroNg GeNiraL CrraMBER oF COMMERCE.
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. Ilongrkoxs GENERAL (nAMBER oF CoMMERCE,
. Hoxgrona, 23rd October, 1890.

Sir,—I am directed to acknowledwe receipt of your estcemed com-
manication of Gth instant, in reply to the Clhamber’s letter of Srd having
reference to a Government Notification of dangers to navigation existing in
thie neighbonrhood of the Gap Rock Lighthouse and further to thank vou
for the information conveyed in thie above favour and also fur your kindness
in promising’ to forward the Chamber’s letter to the Commander-in-Clief.

'I'lie statement on the third paragraph of your letter that the programme
of work to be carried out by the smveying' vessels is under the direction of
the Iydrographer of the Navy and that the Rambler is at present employed
in survey of the Clusan Archipelago suggests possible difficulties in the
way of immediately fisiag tlhe position of the dang-ers above referred to.

In connection with this remark my Committee beg to poiut out that in
the course of correspondence with the Commander-in-Chief with reference
to the discovery of Pinnacle Rocks lie stated when writing: from Yokohama,
2Gth September, 1889, that should Pinnacle Rocks be reported any of 1fer
Majesty’s Vessels under my command are fully capable of fixing' their posi-
tion aceurately.

"Phat the exact position of these dangers, situated as they are in the
direct track of vessels approaching: or leaving Hongkong, should be at once
ascertained seems to my Committee to be of the utmost importance and they
beg to request that you will kindly bring the matter to the carly notice of
Vice-Admiral Sir NowgLr SanMox with the object that should he see fit
to do so one of Her Majesty’s Vessels under his command might be detailed

tor this special service without delay.—I have, {e.,
I. IENDERSON, Secretary.

Commodore Epyuxp J. CHurcn, RN,
11, M. S. Iictor Emmanuel.

HALS. Victor Lmanuel,
Hoxgrong, 27th October, 1890.
S1r,—I am desired by the Commodore to acknowledge the receipt of
youv letter of the 23rd instant which suggests that one of Her Majesty’s
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ships, not being a surveying ship, should fix the position of the rocks in
the vicinity of the Gap Rock, and to inform you that he does not consider
tlie rocks alluded to as being dangerous, in the sense urged in your letter,
for they are situated so close to the Gap Rock as not to be in the track of
vessels approaching or leaving IHongkong.

I am further directed to acquaint you, that the Commodore had already
requested the Commander of the Rambler to fix the position of these rocks
on his arrival lhere.

I am to add with reference to the last paragraph of your letter that the
ships on the South China Division are at the immediate disposal of the
Commodore for any service that lie considers necessary, withm;t reference
to the Commander-in-Chief.—I am, &ec.,

GEORGE W. WHILLIER, Secretary to the Commodore.
I". HexpERrsoN, Esq,
Secretary, IToNGKoxg GeNERrAL CraMBer oF (oMMERCE.

H.
HALS. Tictor Emanuel,

Hongkoxc, 8th September, 1390,
Sir,—TIn reply to your letter of yesterday’s date, I beg' to inform you
that Commander DawsoN intends to leave Shanghai in the LRambler on the
12th instant, for Ting-hae, to carry out surveying duties in the Chussn

Archipelago.—I am, &e.,
GEORGE V. WHILLIER, Secretary to Commodore.

F. HinpERsON, Esq.,
Secretary, lToxockoNg GENERAL CHAMBER oF COMMERCE,

I.

HoxekonG GENERAL CHAMBER oF CoMMERCE,
[Toxexong, Oth September, 1890.
Sir,—I beg to thank you for your communication of yesterday kindly
furnishing me with the information asked for regarding the intended move-
ments of ILM.S. Ramdler.
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I have already had the pleasure of addressing Co:nmodore Cnukcek in
regard to the Pinnacle Rock Fund and for his information now beg to
enclose an open cover for Captain Dawsox having reference to the same
sub ject.

I shall feel much obliged if you wiil bz guod enough to forward the
cover to its destination.~—I remain, &e.,

. HENDERSON, Secretary.

Georae W. Wuirtier, Bsy., R.N., Secoetwry to Commodore.

HonokonG GENERAL CHAMBER or COMMERCE,
Hoxckone, 9th September, 1890.

Sir,—Dnring vour stay in lIongkong I Lad the pleasure of bringing
to your notice the existence of what is known as the Pinnaclc Rock IPund,
aud I now beg' to ask your attention to the accompanying printed copies of
correspondence, &c. having reference to the same. The object of the Ifund
is—as you are aware—to reward fishermen or others supplying information

regarding the position of Pinnacle Rocks and other dangers to navigation.
Having kindly expressed your willingness to assist in the distribution of
the Fund [ have now the pleasure to infurm you that this Chamber has
arranged a credit with the Hongkong and Shanghai Banking Cerporation
Shanghai for $500, which will be available, when opportnnity offers, in pay-
meunt of rewards, defraying: expenses in making' known the existence of the
I'und or auny other expenses that may be incurred in.carrying outthe objects
for which it was instituted. As it is understood the famdler may shortly

be recommissioned the credit has been made out in favour of The (fficer
Commanding 1. M. S. Rambler, and should such a change take place, my

Committee will feel greatly obliged if you will kindly enlist the good
oftices of your successor in carrying out the objects tor which the Fund
was originated.

Orders drawn under the credit above referred to will be eashed in pre-
sentation to the Bank in Shanghai.

I may point out that only one payinent was made trom the Fund before
the Rambler last left the station, but as it had then been only a very short
time in existence the fact does not in any way reflect en the probably future
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usefulness of such a system of remunerations. I'lic amount paid was
only sixteen doliars but the circumstance under which the reward was made
may have rendered a larger remuneration uncalled for.
Thanking' vou in anticipation for any assistance you may be good
enough to render in forwarding' the objects of the Fund—I remain, &e.,
F. HENDERSON, Secretary.
Captain I, S. Dawson, R.N,,
H. M. S. Rambler.
H. M. S. Vietor Emanvuel,
Hoxukong, 10th September, 1890,
Sir,—I beg to ackuowledge the receipt of your letter of yesterday’s
date, enclosing an open cover for transmission to Commander Dawson of
the ZZambler containing information on the subject of the Pinnacle Rock
Fund.
"I'lie contents of the cover have been read by the Commodore, and they
will be forwarded on to Commander Dawson this evening.—I am, &c.,

GLEORGE W. WHILLIER,
Secvetary to the Commodore.
F. Henperson, Esq,
Secretary, HoNGKoNG GENERAL CHAMBER oF CoMMERCE.

g.

Hoxgrong GeNerar CnaMner or CodMMERCE,
Honoxroxa, 4th @ctober, 1890.

Sir,—Learning from the Chairman, Mr. MackixTosH, that on the sub-
ject of Weather Signals having been brought to your notice you had been
good enougli to express your willingness to assist in making such signals
more public than they are at present my Committee have instructed me to
address you in reference to this matter on their behalf.

‘I'he Committee cousider that if some arrangement could be conveniently
arrived at by which Weather Signals would be lLoisted night and day from
Her Majesty’s Slip Fietor Lmanuel such an arrangement would prove a
very great public convenience.
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The present system of signals displayed at Iowloon only is inadequate
to the requirements of the Port and any effurts you may be good enoug'h to
make towards improving the present state of things by additional signals
wonld be much appreciated.

Should the proposal mect with your approval the mode in which it
would be carried out will, I presmme, be referred to by you later.—I have,

&C., .

F. HENDERSON, Scerctary.
Commodore Epymusn J. Ciuren, RN,
H.-ML 8. Vietor Emanuel.

H. M. 8. IMictor B manuel,
Ho~xasone, Stl October, 1390.
Sir,—I am dirccted by the Commodore to acnowledze the receipt of
your letter of the 4th instant, on the subject of Weather Signals, and to in-
form you that a reply to the same shall be forwarded as soun as the Com-
modore is able to give the matter full censideration.—I am, &c.,

GEORGE W. WHILLILR,
Secretary to the Commodore.
F. Hexnerson, Lsq.,

Secretrry, Hongkong GuNERAL UnHAMBER oF CoMMERCE.

Hoxaxkova GENERAL CuwaMBER oF CoMMERCE,
Hoxgxkoxe, 16th Japuary, 1891,
Siw,—The Committee of this Chamber has already had the pleasure of
addressing you in reference to a suggested display of Weather Signals from
Ier Majesty's Ship Vietor Emanuel—a matter which you were good enough
to say wonld receive your atteution, and be further referred to when you
had the opportunity of fully considering the proposal.

I am directed by my Committee to state that they will be much pleased
to learn how far the suggestion met with veur approval, and if it appeared
to you, on further consideration, capable of being carried out.
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It is scarcely necessary to again refer to the rather inadequate systemn
at present in operation at Kowloon, or how very great a boon to the Colony
would be a timely display of storm warnings from your vessel.—I am, &c.,

F. HENDERSON, Secretary.

Commodore Epmu~p J. Cuurcn, RN,
I. M. S. Victor Emanucl.

H. M. S. FVictor Emanuel,
Honekoxag, 19th July, 1891

Sir,—I mn desired by the Commodore to acknowledge the receipt of
your letter of the 16th instant on the subject of Weather Signals.

I regret to inform you that the Commodore is indisposed and unable to
deal with the matter just at present, but that it shall have his early atten-
tion on lis return to duty.—I am, &c.,

GEORGE W. WHILLIER,
Sceretary to the Commodore.
F. Henperson, Esq.,
Secretary, IloNnGEONG GENERAL CHAMBER oF COMMERCE.

H. M. 8. Vietor Lmanuel,
HonGkong, 5th February, 1891.

Sin,—In reply to your letter of 16th January, I am directed by the
CCommodore to inform you that he has no objection to repeating the weather
day signals, which might he made from the Observatory, but ke cannot
undertake to show any night signals from the Vietor Lmanuel as they
mig:ht be misleading. ;

The Victor Lmanuel is specially charged with making: cerfain signals,
at night, which together with typhoon signals would lead to confusion.—I
am, &c.,

GEORGE W. WHILLIER,
Sceretary to the Commodore.
I". HExNpERsonN, Dsq.,
Secretary, IloxgkoN; GENERAL CHAMBER OF COMMERCE.




No. 3,074. ('01.0N1AL SECRETARY'S OFFICE,
Ho~nGgxong, 10th November, 1890.
Sir,—1I have the honour by direction of the Officer Administering the
Government to transmit to ¥ou copy of Despateh received from the Right
Honourable the Secretary of State for the Colonies respecting a proposed
diminution of the Rates of ostage, together with copy of a report thereon
by the Aecting Assistant IPostmaster General. His Excellency would be
obliged if the Members of the Chamber of Commerce would be so good as to

favour him with their views on the subjeet.—I have, &e.,
. H. MAY, for Acting Colonial Secretary.

F. HExbpErsow, Esq.,
Secretary, Honaxoxg GENERAL CiaMBrR OF COMMERCE.

No. 8,266. Cor.oNiAL SECRETARY’S OFFICE.
IToNxGkoONG, 11th December, 1890.

Sir,— With reference to my letter No. 3,074 of the 4th instant I am di-
rected by the Officer Administeriug the Government to acquaint vou, for the
information of the Chamber of Commerce that ITis Excellency has received
4 telegram from the Secretary of State for the Colonies stating that Her
Mujesty’s Government proposed to adopt the reduced postal rate of 2%d. on
the 1st of Jannary and enquiring whether this Colony is prepared to inaugur-
ate a similar arrangement with regard to the homeward mail leaving about
that date. .

Lord KNutsForp having requested a reply by telegraph His Excellency
would be much obliged if the Chamber would favonr him with their views
on the question as soon as possible.—I have, &ec.,

W. M. DEANE, Acting Celonial Secretary.

F. HExDERSON, Lsq.,
Secretary, I1oNG1KONG GENERAL CHAMBER oF COMMERCE.

ITox6koNXG GENERAL CHAMBER OF COMMERCE,
IToNGgKON¢; 13th December, 1890.

Sir,—I have the honour to acknowledge receipt of your esteemed com-

munications of 10th November and 11th December Laving reference to g
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suggested reduetion in postal rates, and requesting Iis Excelteney the Officer
Administering the Government might be furnished with the views of the

Committez of this Chamber with regard to the proposed change.

My Committee desire me to state, with vefereuce to the contemplated
diminution of rates of postage by the mails between this and ISurope, that
in principle, as being u benefit to trade, and doing away with the exisling
anomaly of heavier rates of postage being charged by the English mails than
those of other countries, the alteration is one that commends itself for adop-
tion. At the sawe time my Committee, with the meagre information before
them, are unable to express an opinion upon the policy of the change as it
will affect the finances of the colony. ‘The colony’s postal establishment ap-
pears to leave a small profit, while the ealculations submitted as the result of
the contemplated veduction of postage wounld probably sweep away the profit
and result in loss in this branch of public revenue. Again t(he payments
with which this particular item of postal revenue is saddled, say ¢ Contribu-
tion towards I>. & O. Subsidy’ and ¢Share of other Countries,” would seem
to show that the colony is already more heavily burdened than it should be
for the pecuniary benetits derived from these pacticular mails. It also strikes
my Committee that some rectification should take place in the payments as
stated in the Assistant Postmaster’s Report, paragraph No. 17, which shows
that each letter Ly Emglish mails charged postage at the rate of 5d. per half-
ounce contributes from that amount 3.09d. to the various countries through
which it passes, leaving a positive loss to this colony which it will have to
bear, not for its own mail matter only, but also for that of the Treaty Ports
in China, if rates are reduced. It seems reasonable to expeet that the whole
of the loss cansel by the postage reduction should not attach to this colony,
but that a modification of the sums paid

(i) IO comooonconcomo: e, Bt e ase e 0,227
I (a7 660080060000 000 S 0HB0A00 40000800 A BEABOIOE BT o (DL (1A,
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, 3.09d.
should if possible form part of the sehemnc when the proposed reduction is

dizenssed,  Without some reduetion in the present charge, even if it be
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possible only from the Imperial share, the whole onus of the contemplated
reduced postage.scale will {all upon this colony. The policy of other nations,
who, with far less trade iuterests in China than Great Britain, and who sub-
sidise mails to'the Last, appears to be to hear the entire cost of such mail
commnunications themselves.

My Commitiee would also snggest that the face value of the present
postage stamp could—as n temporary measure-—be altered to accord with any
unit that may be decided upon by simply printing on the stamps at present
i use, in bold black figures, the new value that may he decided.

It may perhaps he worth cousidering whether, in the future, the deno-
mination of the stamps for European mails should e altercd from local cur-
rency to sterling. This would, in a great measure, overcome the loss or
profit from exchange fluctuations falling upon the Government and cause

that incidence to liec with those who are mainly interested.—I have, &c.,

F. HENDERSOXN, Seerctary.
The ITou. W. M. Draxe, M.A., C.M.G.,
Aecting Colonial Sceretary.

L.

Britisn MeRrCANTILE Marixe OFFICERS’ ASSOCTATION.
IToNuKONG, 22ud September, 1890.
SUNDAY LABOUR QUESTION.

Sir,—I am directed to hand yon the enclosed copy of a special resolution
which was adopted at a mectiug of this Association held last Friday night,
and in so doing have to say that this Association trnsts you will be pleased
to accede to its desire for a conference (ecither public or private, the former
preferred) in the hope that some modus vivend:, gs the outcome of our joint
deliberations, may be lappily arrived at in connection with this important
question.

I am further insiructed to assure yvou that this Association desires to
move, in respect to this much-vexed question, in concert with shipowners
and not—as some may counjceturc or aver——in antagonism to emplovers ge-
nerally,
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Hoping yonr honourable Chamber will favonr this reqnest for a confer-
ence with its kind counsideration and assuring you of our deep esteem,—1I have,
&e.,

CHESNEY DUNCAN, IHHonorary Secretary.

E. Macrisrosu, Esq.,
Chairman, CHAMBER oF COMMERCE, I[ONGKONG.

RESOILUTION.

“That in view of thie fact that official and generul opinion sets forth that
“the cessation of labour on board ships on Sunday in Hongkong ean be
“effected only by the Chamber of Commerce, this Association decides that
‘* gpecial representations should be made to the Chamber of Commerce with
“a view to bringing about a conference between delegates of this Association

“and the Chairman of the Chamber of Commerce.”

CHESNEY DUNCAN, ZHonorary Secretary,
B. M. M. O. Association.

HongroNGg GENERAL CHAMBER o COMMERCE,
Hoxcroxa, 11th October, 1890.

Sir,—In aunswer to your favour of 22nd ultimo, which I have not had
the opportunity of replying to earlicr, I am directed to state that the Com-
mittee of the Chamber will be happy to receive a deputation from the British
Merecantile Marine Officers’ Association to consider thie Sunday Labour
Question on Friday, the 17th instant, at fonr p.m. which hour it is hoped will
prove convenient.—I am, &e.,

I’ HENDERSON, Secretary.
Cuesxey Duvcay, Esq,
Hon. Seerctary, Britisin MercaxtiLE MARINE OrricERs’
Assocrartion, Hoxckoxa.

BritrsH MERCANTILE MARINE OFFICERS’ ASSOCIATION,
HoxeroNg, 14th Octoher, 1890.
Sir,—In reply to your esteemed favour of the 11th instant, I have to
sav that the day and hour fixed for the reception of a deputation of this As-
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sociation by the Committee of your howourable Chamber willy as far as 1
kunow at present, suit admirably.

I take this opportunity of tendering to you the thanks of the Association
for the favour of your good offices in respect to the arrangement which you

have so kindly cffected.—I am, &e., .

CHESNLEY DUNCAN, Honorary Sccretary.
F. Henperson, Esq,
Seerctary, GEXERAL Crayper oF CoMMERCE, ITONGKONG.

No. 2,828, CoLoNIAL SECRETARY'S OFrICE,
IToxgroxe, 25th September, 1890.
Str,—I am dirceted by the Officer Adininistering the Government to
transmit to you, to be laid before the Chamber of Commerce, the cnclosed
copy of a Circular Despateh from the Right Uononrable the Seeretary of State
for the Colonies, and to state that His Excetlency would be obligeld if the
Chamber would be good enough to furnish him with any information in their

power regarding queries Nos. 2 and 3 containe.l therein.—I have, &e.,

I8 . MAY, for Acting Colonial Secretary.
F. HenNprrson, Exsq.,
Secretary, GeNeraL Ciaysier or CoyMerce, lloNesox.

Hoxerong Geverarl CuaMBER or COMMERGE,
Iloxgrexa, 7th October, 1890.

Sir,—I bave the honour to acknowladge receipt of your valued com-
munjcation of 25th ultimo, and am directed to statc in reply to certain en-
quiries contained in a Circular Despateh from the Right Ionourable the
‘Secrotary of State for the Colonics, »

To query No. 2—Whether there is iu fact any labour on Sundays in the
docks or on the wharves of the ports of the Colony undor your Govern-
ment 7 Yes.

e
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To query No, 3.—Whether such Snnday labour is practically stopped hy
Rules or LRegulations of public bodics or iy combiuation of workmen against

it 7 No.—I have, &e.,
I'. HENDERSON, Secretary.

The Hon. W. M. DeaNg, M.A,, CALG,
Acting Colonial Secretary.

Hoxcroxeg GexEral Cususer or Comyerce,
HoxeKONG, 31st October, 1890.

Dear Sir,—The Committee of the Hongkong Chamber of Commnierce
have given most careful consideration to the subject of Sunday Labour in
this harbour which yowr deputation brought so forcibly to their notice at the
interview held on the 17¢h instant. To assist them in coming to a conclusion
based on the widest view: the principal Members of the Chamber iuterested
in the Shipping of the Colony, were invited to mect the Committee to discuss
the subject.

The unanimous opinion of those present was it would be impolitic to ask
the Government, as vou desired, to legislate specially to stop Sunnday work
in this harbour, the restriction being applied to vessels of all nationalities.

‘I'he Committee are of opinion that the Government could not legislate
for the complete suppression of Sunday labonr in this harbonr as the questions
involved are very serious and would affect injuriously all the shipping interests
of the Colony, aud particularly the large Chiuese population connceted there-
with. Indeed if such a reccommendation was formulated by the Chamber of
Commerce, the Committee are of opinion the Government would not legislate
in the direction sought by your body.

The Committee look upou the*gnestion as one that rests solely between
ciiployers avdvemployed.  But they are pleased to state that during the dis-
cussion which ensued at the meeting a strong opinion was evinced that all
Euaropean supervision for the loading and discharging of cargo during Sun-
days, by vessels engaged in the local Coast frades, could be dispensed with
if the officers elected. It therefore rests with individual officers on the Coast

trade to scek that privilege from their respective employers,




With regard to Ocean steamers as distinguished from Coast, the matter
appears to the Committee to be somewhat different.  The incidence of Snnday
work on officers in those services is less frequent than with the Coast. They
may, and no doubt frequently do, escape Sunday in this port.  Wlhile on tlhe
average duration of an Occan voyage sy fowr mouths, an occasional Sunday
work in ITongkong does not appear to the Committec to present an intoler-
able burden to officers.  With Occan vessels touching at Ilougkong the work-
ing of cargo in port ou all days must be consideredl one of the incidents of
the voyage. Ilougkoug presents some peculiarities : it is not a terminus,
the bulk of its Ocean traffic cmds at Shanghai where “bar” obstacles are
met and the loss of a day in ITongkong might lead to most serious pecuniary
sacrifice to shipowners.

‘The question therefore appears to the Committee to be reduced to the
smallest proportions.

The Coast trade efficers ¢an obtain witheut douht on individual applica-
tion to their respective cmployers frecdom from supervising cargo work on
Sundays, while officers’ of @cean steamers remedy rests also with their em-
ployers. The latter while considering the officers’ application for relicf will
doubtless bear in mind the infrequency of the incidence of Sunday work oceur-
ring in this port, and the probable great loss they tucur from delays in pro-
seeuting their voyages if they coucede the Sunday in this harbour to their
employees.

The Committee desire me to thank you for having brought the matter
to their notice and hope theiv efforts will result in the seutlement of a gues-
tion that has for some time troubled a section of the community.—I1 remain,

&e.,
L. MACKINTOSIL, Choirman.
Captain S. Asarox, lresident,
Britisit MeErCANTILE MAINE OrriCers’ Assocratiox, ITONGEONG.

Iloxcox:, 10th Novembar, 1890.
Stz,—In acknowledging the receipt of and thanking you for your letter
of the 31st ult., I have to state that this body considers your proposition

quite impracticable, for the following reasons :(—In the first place, no in-

——————— ———
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dividual ofticer is incependent enough 10 make application to individusl
owners for exemption from duty on Sunday. We consider that in doing so
lie would be running o personal risk whicli is nudesirable.  Secondly, some
owners might graciously grant his request, while others might object. For
instance, owners of foreign steamers and DBritish Chinese-owned steamers in
the Straits or other trade might be very likely to object. In case of these
objections, we can only view with alarm Jdifiicnlties between individual officers
and individual owners which we as an Association wish studiously to avoid.
In conclusion, I may add that the British mercantile marine olficer is a man
who would not stand by disinterestedly while foreign interests were gaining
an advantage over those of his employers.  We take pride in our ships and
in our work ; mid we would rather work on Sundays or any other day thau
sce our employers suffer.  But it is not necessarily admitted that either public
or private interests would he prejudiced were labour totally suspended ou

board ships in this port on Snnday.—I have, &e.,

S. ASHTON, President,
B. M. M. O. Association,
To L. M,\cr(:x'rosu, LEsq.,
Chairman, CHAMBER OF COMMERCE.

No. 3,224, CoLoN1AL SecnETany's Orrice,
IToxaroxe, 2nd December, 1891,

Sir,—I have the honour by dircetion of the Officer Administering the
Government with reference to previous correspondence to transmit to you
for the consideration of the Chamber of Commerce a copy of a letter from
Commander Dawsox, R.N., fo the Colonial Office ou the subject of Sunday
Labour in the ITarbour of Ilongkong.

As this commuuication has heen sent to 1is Exccllency for considera-
tion and report, I am to state that His Excellency will be obliged to your
Chamber for any observations thereon which they may desire to make.—lI
have, &c.,

W. M. DEANE, dcting Colonial Secretary.

F. HexbERsos, Lsq.,
Szeretary, IloxexoxGt GENERAL CHAMBER or COMMERCE.
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(Copy.) 11, BUCKINGIIAM STREET, STRAXND,
Loxbox, W.C., 14th October, 1890.
SUNDAY LABOUR IN IIONGKONG HARBOUR.

My Lorp,—I have the honour to enclose a copy of the China Mail of
September 8th, 1890, containing a very temperate address by the President
of the Mercantile Marine Ofticers’ Association on the working of cargoes on
Sundays in Hongkong ITarlionr, which discredits the British flug and the
(zovernment of a Crown Colony, and by which the ofticers of ships, who pre-
sented a numeronsly sigued petition to the Governor, are the chief sufferers.

The China Mail from time to time states that the public opinion of the
Colony is iu favour of reasonable restriction on compulsory Sunday work
afloat. The Chamber of Commerce, who arc said to be opposed to snch re-
strictions as exist in the Australian and other Colonies, do not represent in
any way either the general public of Hongkong or their own personal opinions
on this matter ; but act as the agents and consignees of absentee shipowners
and merchants in England and Scotland, who would not dare to do at home
what they compel their officers to do at Hongkong.

The  restrictions prayed for by seamen conld do no harm to the trade of
Hongkong, as there is no other port in the China seas to which ships could resort.

Nor could such restrictions injure shipowners or merchants, as they would
simply do as in Anstralia, viz., time their steam-ships, which are the chief
offenders, to arrive at Hongkcng in the beginning of the week instead of on
Saturday or Sunday.

Seamen ask your Lordship to enact at Hongkong what has worked well
at Bombay for eight vears, where the coolies are heathen as at Hongkong,
the Bombay Standing Order No. 1,802 of 23rd August, 1882, merely altering
the word “rupees” into ““dollars.”

The Order runs thus :—

“ Snnday working on board stenmers in the harbour shall be
“ permitted on payment, in addition to the prdinary fees at present
“levied, of a fee equal to one day’s Jdemurrage, subject to a minimum
“charge of 50 rupces and a maximum charge of 200 rupees, for
“each ship on board of which work is carried on.” Demurrage for
“this purpose to lc calculated at the rate of 64 annas per ton of

¢ registered tonnage.”




Volnntary action on the part of some shipowners wonld place them at
a disadvantage in competing with rivals in trade whether foreigners or
English, so that a genei'al measure wonld be faiv to all alike.

With very cordial tiranks to yonr Lowrdship for the very kind attention

vou have so freely given to this great grievance of seamen,—I have, &e,,

Wir. DAWSON, Commander, R. N,

HoxeroNe GENERAL CiaMBEr or COMMERCE,
IToNGroNG, 15th December, 1890.

Sir,—1 have the honour to acknowledge receipt of your letter No. 3,222
of 2nd instant, handing cepy of a communication from Commander Dawson,
R.N., on the subject of Sunday labour in this harbour on which you desire
my Committee’s views. l

It may be within your knowledge that this matter has recently been the
subject of careful consideration by this Chamber. The labourside of the
question haviyg been forcibly put before the Members of the Committee at
an interview with the delezates of British Mercantile Marine Officers’ As-
sociation held on the 17th October.

After careful consideration of the case in all its hearings the enclosed
letter dated 31st October was adiressed Ly the Chairman of this Chamber fo
the President of the British Mercantile Marine Oticers’ Association. ‘To that
letter the reply attached dated 10th November was rcceived. From these
communications you have in full detail the opinions of the Committee and the
present position of the matter.

I am to add that Commander Dawsox amd those who take the labour-
side of the question—from the way in which they discuss the subject—would
appear to suggest that the alleged grievance of Sunday labour is one that
affects such members of a particular hody continuously every Sunday in the
year the same us if that section of the community were resident in Hongkong
and on them fell each seventh day the labour of which they complain. Such
is not the case and it is questionable if the Members of the British Mercantile
Marine Officers’ Association, who are chiefly, if not solely, engaged in the
Coast trade of the China seas, do not in a majority of instances escape all

Sunday work while those on whom it has fallen in the past are only called
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upon 1o supervisec cargo on a very small percentage of the Sundays in the
year. My Committce, you will see, have suggested means by which the local
trade officers could entirely escape the labour to which they object, and I am
informed that one line of Coast steamers has volnntarily instructed their Com-
manders to release their officers from supervision of cargo on Sundays on
Loard its vessels. DBut the Committee’s suggestions do not appear to suit the
views of the Britixh Mercantile Marine Officers’ Association.

Commander DDawsox's recommendation that departures should be timed
by shipowners and agents to avoid the necessity for the arrival in ITongkong
on Sundays is not practicable in the great majority of cases, for weather con-
siderations on long routes prevent the adoption of such measures becoming
operative, I would further add there is a considerable hody of local share-
holders interested in the Coast trade fleets and that home interests do not

predominate to the extent Commander Dawsox intimates.—1I have, &c.,

I'. HENDERSON, Secretary.
The Hon. W. M. Drang, ML.A,, CM.G.,
Acting Colonial Secretary. .

CIRCULAR. DowNING STREET,
Gth September, 1890.

Sin,—1I have the honour to transmit to you, for any observations your
Guvernment may have to offer, an extract from a letter from the Board of
‘Trade, enclosing a copy of the Merchant Shipping Act Amendment (No. 2)
Bill, which was introduced into the House of Commons last Session, and
which proposes to amend the law in respect of timber deck loads in winter,
Lulkheads in iron vessels, and the landing of live cattle in the United
Kingdom.

As the measure may possibly be re-introduced next Session, I have to
request that I may be favoured with the observations of vour Government
at their early convenience.—I have, &e.,

KNUTSIFORD.
The Officer Administering the Government of Honglhong.
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A BILL

TO
Restrict the Deck-loading of Timber and Live Cattle,
and to provide Water-tight Bulkheads,

E it cnacted by the Quecen’s most Excellent Majesty, by and with the
B advice and consent of the Lords Spiritnal and Temporal, and Com.
mons, in this present Parliament assembled, and by the authority of the
same, as follows :

1. From and after the thirty-first day of October one thousand eight
hundred and minely the twenty.fourth section of the Merchant Shipping
Act, 1876 (which relates to timber deck-loads in winter), shall be amended
as follows:—

(i.) In sub-section {c) the words < to a height excceding. three feet
above the deck ”’ shall be repealed ;

(ii.) Any wood goods carried in cortravention of the said section
as lhereby amended shall be treated as smuggled goods, and
be forfeitcd to Her Majesty, and may be seized and detained
by any officer of Customs or officer of the Boaid of Trade
without prejudice to any prosecution or other proceeding for
a penalty.

2. It shall be lawful for the Board of Trade from time to time by
notice published in the London Gazette and otherwise as they think fit to
declare that the regulations as to water.tight bulkheads for the time being
required by the Committee of Lloyd's Register of Merchant Shipping to
be observed in the construction of iron vessels shall (with or without any
general or special exceptions or modifications) be applied in the construction
or alteration of iron vessels to be registered as British ships after such date
or dates as may be specified in any such notice.

1f a British ship to which any such regulations are so applicd, and
which is not constructed and maintained in accordance with the same, pro-
ceeds to sea from any British or foreign port, and is lost or wrecked, the
master and every owner thereof shall be jointly and severally liable to pay
to the Board of Trade on demand the sum of ZAire¢ hundred pounds for
every person on board such vessel, unless the master or owner proves as
regards any such person that he is alive, or that the contravention of the

gaid regulations did not contribute to the loss or wreck of the ship.
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Any sum so paid shall be applied as the oard of Trade direct for
the benefit of the family or relations of persons on board the ship whose
lives ave lost.

For the purposes of this section a certificate of the Board of Trade
that & ship is presiumed lost shall be evidenco of the loss.

3. Live cattle shall not after the first day of January one thousand 11{::(15;\&;(
el gkt hundred and ninety-one by landed at any port in the United Kingdom
from any ship, whether Buritish oi* foreign, from any port or place west of
the twelfth parallel of west longituds. Any cattle co landed in contra.
vention of this section shall be forfeited to Her Majesty, and may be seized
and detained by any offiecr of Customs or of the Board of Trade.

The Board of Trade may from time to timo mke regulations exempt.-
ing from this section any description of eattle not imported for the purposes

of sale for food.

4, This Act may be cited as the Merchanl Shipning (No. 2) Act, 1890. Short title.

(Copy.) HHarBotr DEPARTMENT,
No. 597. Hosgroxag, 15th November, 1899.
S1r,—With reference to vour letter of 3th instant transmitting for my
observations documents received from the Sccretary of State referring to the
amendment of the law respecting Deck-loading of Timber, and Live Cattle,
and Water-tight DBulkheads, I have tlie hLonour to report that I have no
observations to offer with reference to the two former subjects, but with
reterence to Bulklieads I forward a minute by the Government Marine
Surveyor on the subject, with whick I concur.—-I lave, &e.,

R. MURRAY RUMSEY, Hurbowr dMaster.
Hon. W. M. Deax~g, C.M.G.,

Acting Colonial Secretary.

(Copy.) GOoVERNMENT MARINE SURVEYOR's OFFICE,
Hoxgkonag, 14th November, 1590.
“ Re BULKHEADS.”

Sin,—The instructions say that Surveyors are to see that all sea-going
vessels are fitted with a collision bulkhead and a water-tig'ht compartment
over the stern tube, and not to refuse u declaration if otlier bulklieads are
not fitted unless e thinks the ship is not seaworthy. I think it sheuld be
distinctly understood that Bulkheads should be fitted at the fore part of
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boiler room and after part of engine room at least, these bulkheads are fitted
as a rule, although the instructions do not enforce them.—I have, e,
G. PEEBLES, Gocernment Marine Surveyor.
Tug HarBour MasTER.
Hoxckong GENERAL Cuarsen oF COMMERCE,
Honcxrona, 30th December, 1890. ,
S1r,~-I have the honour to acknowledge receipt of your esteemed com-
munication, No. 3,160, of 20th November handing copy of Merchant Shipping
Amendment Act (No. 2) Bill and asking an expression of opinion from the
Chamber as to the requirements of the Act in respect to Deck-loads of
Timber in winter, the landing of Live Cattle in the United Kingdom, and
Bulkheads for Iron Vessels. '

I have now the pleasure to inform you that the above letter was laid
befure the Committee at their last monthly meeting when I was directed to
thank you for having brought the Act to their natice, and to state in reply
to your request, that as shipments of Deck-loads of Timber, and the treat-
ment of Live Cattle do in no way affect the trade of the Colony my Com-
mittee, on these points, have no observations to offer. :

With regard to Bulkheads in Iron Vessels my Committee are of opinion
that the requirements of the Act will be sufficiently cared for by the local
Surveyors in the ordinary course of their duties when cailed upon to report
‘on the condition of vessels trading with this Port.—I have, &ec.,

. HENDLRSON, Secrctary.
Ion. I. F'reMiNe, C.M.G.,,
Colonial Secretary.

nr.

SHARERROKERS' AssoctarioN oF HoNcKONG,
12th January, 1891.

S1r,—1 am desired by the Committee to hring to your notice, for the
information of the Chamber, that the Sharebrokers of Hongkong have
formed themselves into * The Stockbrokers’ Association of Hongkong."”

In this connection I have the honour to enclose a copy of a scale of

charges for brokarages which has heen agrecd upon by the General Com-
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mittee of the Association, who trust that the sume will meet with the support
of the Chamber.—1I have, &ec.,
W. H. YOUNG, Honorary Secretary.
F. Henpersox, Esq,
Secretary, HonGKoNG GENERAL CHAMBER OF CO.NMERCE.

THE STOCKBROKERS' ASSOCIATION OF HONGKONG.
TARIFF OF BROKERAGES
To be charged to Buyer and Seller.

18BN 5800100069000000000 ses el 0LCents PStraTt STFHTE; s e s e e 25 cents.
Do. New Issue, ...... 50 do. | Straits Marine, ....coeeeeenees 25  do.
New Oriental, ............... 50 do. | Union, .veceveivviieacuinnnnnn,s 50 do.
Brown & Co., H. G......... rr ) dby | YRR A A eese.svenrees 00 do.
Campbell, Moore & Co., ... 10 do. LAND & BUILDING.
8}1!11:; I?orneo, """""""" .‘?a g ITongkong L. Investment,.. 50 do.
hina Sugar, ...coeveeeeenene. 50 do. K ‘f a7t £
FITeL Y Ly T e e ow oou.L: Investment, ... 2? do.
3 = 1/8°/ Peak Building, .¢ccvvceeees... 25 do.
Chinese Loan ’86 I3, ...... } R = =
- 2 o Humplreys' Istate, ...... 80 do.
Cruickshank & Co., w....... 25 do. W DSy Pk g X
Dairy Farm, v.oveeveevereenees 25 do. || o S0 P?mt il o Gl 1
Y, ) 5 Lnzon Sugar, ...c.....ceeee. 30 do
Fenwick & Co., Geo. ...... 25 do. S z
Gordon & Co., A. G. ...... 25 do. MiNING.
Green Island Cement, ...... 50 do. | Balmoral Gold, ...... vons ol 20MM('0*
Hongkong Brick & Cement, 25 do. | Charbonnages, ........... .$2.50
Hongkong & China Bakery, 50 do. | Imnris, oo.oveeiviiinenennnnen. 10 do.
Hongkong & China Gas, ... 50 do. | Jelebn, ...... 000080 0G5 oo IO ki
ITongkong Efectric, ........ o 1O iy, | MR e cocenstbonoEt oot 10 do.
Hongkong FH.-L. Tramways, 60 do. | Raubs, .c.coeeeciiiiiiinnnne.e. 10 do.
Hongkong Ice, ..cocvennints 30 do. | Selama, ... .... sogogrioaaggo 1KY | dle),
Hongkong & IX. Wharf & G, 50 do. BT, o AR, s oot 10 do.
Hongkong Rope, ............ 530 do. PLANTING.
I ha Dy Dot ;8o igo: Last Borueo, ..c.cooeeceesn 10 " do.
HorELs. Labuk Planting, ............ 25 do.
Austin Arms, ..ccoiieennnnn « 25 .do. | Lamag Planting, ............ 10 do.
Hongkong Hotel, ............ 50 do. | Songei Koyah, ....c..e0ne... 10 do.
I"eak Hotel, .covveeervininnnns %e do. b TR P T
R R e Ragie: China & Manila, ....... veeee 80 do.
INSURANCES. Douglas S. S. Co., ......... 50 do.
(CARHTTY, ao0o00600 000000 50 do. | H’kong, Canton & Macao,.. 25 do.
China Fire,...... 000N 600000 50 do. | Indo-China S. Navigation, 50 do.
China Traders',......ocevuennen 50 do. | Steam Launch, ..... o000t 25 do.
Hongkong Tire, ............ $1.00 Trust & Loan Co., ......... 15 do.
North China, cecvuenninnens $£2.50 Do. Founders),.........$5.00
SINZAPOTE; «sersesisssonaassses 25 do. | Watson & Co,, A. S. ...... 15 do.

IFor the Committee,
W. H. YOUNG, Honorary Secretary.
12th January, 1891.
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HoxckoNg GENERAL CHAMBLER OF COMMERCE,

Hoxekoxg, 30th January, 1891.

Sir,—I have the honour to acknowledge receipt of your esteemed com-
munication of 12th instant to which I have delayed replying to admit of its

being laid before the Committee at the usual monthly meeting.

Your letter and the scale for brokerages by which it was accompanie:
have had the careful attention of my Committee and as it was brought to their
notice —presumably with the object of eliciting some expression of opinion
on their part—thcy venturc to suggest some alteratious, indicated in the list
returned herein, which in their opinion might perhaps be more advantageously

adopted than those named by the Sharcbrokers’ Association.

My Committee are much pleased to have the opportunity of congratulat-
ing the Mcmbers in having formed themselves into a co-operate body, and they
hope the Sharcbrokers' Association will be found to fully answer the ends

for which it was established.—I have, &c.,

IF. IENDERSON, Secretary.

W. H. Youw~s, Esq.,

Honorury Secretary,

SHAREBROKERS  AssocratioNn oF Hoxaxoxa.

g g Proposed by
Sub{:::tl(,d Sub-Coni-
Sharebrokers; Mittee of

e ’hamber
Association. [ C| ¢
I of Conimerce.

North China Insurance Co, Ltd.y.cceee..... §2.50 £1.00
Straits Insurance Co., Ltd., ....... 25 ceuts. ' 10 cents.
Straits Fire Insurance Co., Ltd., cceeeivenervennnens 25 do. 10 do.
Singapore Insnrance Co., Ltdiyeeearieiirininnnen, 25 do. 10 do.

Ges. Fenwick Co., Ltd., «ceececeriviin oo 25808 10 do.
Ao (e Cromtiam (Clars 1M ks Sopaun xmmoac dsotada g 25 do. 10 do.
Indo-China Steam Navigation Co.y vevseersrennnss 50 do. 25 Jdo.




Proposed by

Sublmltted Siicom:
S1 oy miitee of
warebrokers’ i
| Association, o, =
i of Commerce.
Douglas Steam-ship Co., Ltd., eervereeeureenenn.) 50 conts. 25 cents.
st ILamneh Cay; 1AL, cossmonooooansradoionssstn B iy, 10 do.
Kowloon Land Investment,, ...... — 25 do. 10 do.
AT AP 00000006060000600008 080000850 8BEABo0 I i 25 do. 10 do.
Peak Building, ....... 1} 25 do. 10 do.
W tefs 1B TN, soasosoanooons aooooasooos veeel 30 do. 25 do.
Shameen Hotel, ......... i 25 do. 10 do.
Balmoral Gold Mining Co, coda000aa000000 ) 25 do. 10 do.
China Borneo Co. 200000000066000000000a0aHb00AE | 25 do. 10 do.
Labuk Planting (,n, e ; 2§ do. 10 do.
H. G. Brown & (@7 &00000 o56e 50 do. 25 do.
AN SIS G R O, Jo o es e cefe e e e alvasl-lecneissanes 15 do. 10 do.
Hongkong Brick & Cement,............. ' 25 do. 10 do.
Green Island Cement Co, ' 50 do. 10 do.
Dairy Farm, ..........ceoen. ‘ 25 do. 10 do.
|

SHAREBROKERS’ AssociaTioN oF HONGKONG,

4th February, 1891.

Sir,—I am desired by my Committec to express to the Chamber of

Commerce their appreciation of the good wishes for the success of the Stock-

brokers’ Association, conveved in your estecred letter of the 30th nltimo.

The alterations suggested in the scale of brokerages will Le snbmitted

to my Sub-Committee for their carcful cousideration, and in this connection

I shall have pleasure in writing you later an.—1I have, &e.,

W. H. YOUNG, [Zonorary Secretary.

F. ITexpErsow, Esq.,

Secretary, HoNGKONG GENERAL CHAMBER OF COMMERCE.

SIIAREBROKERS' AssociatieNy ofF Hoxekoxa,

February, 1891.

Sir,—Iu further reference to yonr csteemed letter of 30th ultimo, I now

have the honour to inform you that my General Committee have, with a few
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exceptions, altered their sicale of charges for Lrokerages in accordance with
the suggestions of the Chamber of Commerce. ‘

I now beg to enclose for the information of the Chamber the revised
scale of charges.—I have, &c.,

W. II. YOUNG, flonorery Secrctary.

Altered from To

Dairy Farm, ..... ey cssressaneceransanes| + 25 cents, 10 cents.
Fenwick & Co., Geo. ............ e Vil S Aoty 25 do. 10 do.
Gordon & Co.,; A. G, ceoveernenninns T e 25 do. 10 do.
Green Island Cement Co., coveveeeieneionnennnns 50 do. 25 do.
Hongkong Brick & Cement,.....cevveeiaininnenen. 25 do. 10 do.
‘Shameen Hotel,.............. oo T T 25 do. 10 do.
North China Insurance Co., ........ e aecee I IS CON5 QR £1.00
JHeaf e TRTHINYS)  onooooionondbananosasaodeAo00sanaas 25 do. 10 do.
Steam Launch Co., ..covvvirineereeiiiiniiiinrennie. 25 do. 10 do.

O.
No. 1,090. CoI.ONTAL SECRETARY's OFFICE,
HoxGroNG, 30th May, 1890.
Sir,—1I am directed by His Excellency the Acting Governor to transmit
to vou for the information of the Chamber of Commerce the documents

specified in the annexed schedule.—I have, &c.,

F. II. MAY, for Acting Colonial Sccretary.
The Chairman, 116NGKONG GENERAL CHAMBER OF COMMERCE.

No. Date. Description of Documents.

1889-1890 Copy of correspondence respecting a new Com-
mercial Convention with Egypt.
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Commereial Convention between Great Britain and Lyypt. —
Signed at Caivo, October 29th, 1889,

The Uudersigned, Sir Evelyn Baring, G.C.M.G., K.C.B., K.C.S.I,,
C.I.E., Minister Plenipotentiary, Agent and Consul-General of Her Britannic
Majesty in Egypt, and His Excellency Zoulfikar Pasha, Minister for Foreign
Affairs of the Government of [1is Highness the Khedive of Egypt ;

Duly authiorized by their respective Governments, and so far as Egypt
is concerned within the limits of the powers (_:onferred by the Imperial

Firmans, have agreed ¢o the following :—
ARTICLE I

There shall be reciprocal freedom of commerce and navigation between
the United Kingdom of Great DBritain and Ireland and Egypt.  British sub-
jects in Egypt, and Egyptians in the United Kingdom of Great Britain and
Ireland, shall have liberty freely to come, with their ships and cargoes, to all
places and ports iun the other country to which natives are or may be per-
mitted to come, aud shall enjoy respectively the same rights, privileges,
lihorties, favours, immunities and exemptions in matters of commerce and
navigation as are or may be enjoyed by natives, withont having to pay any
tax or impost greater than those paicd by the same.

ARTICLY II.

No other or higher duties shall he imposed on the importation into the
United Kingdom of Great Britain and Ireland of any article, the produce or
manufacture of Egypt, from whatever place arriving, and no other or higher
duties shall be imposed on the importation into Egypt of any article, the
proctuce or manufacture of the United Kingdom of Great Britain and Ireland,
from whatever place arriving, than on the like article produced or manufac-
tured in any other foreign country ; nor shall any prohibition be maintained
or imposed on the importation of any article, the produce or manufacture of
either of the Contracting Countries, into the other, from whatever place
arriving, which shall not equally extend to the importation of the like article
being the produce or manufacture of any other foreign country.

This last provision is not applicable to the sanitary and other prohibi-
tions oceasioned hy the necessity of protecting the safety of persons or of

cattle, or of plants useful to agriculture.

e — B ——
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Tobaceo of all kinds, tombac, salt, saltpetre, natron, hasheesh, arms of
every deseription, ammunition, gunpowder, and explosible material, are

excluded from the stipulations of the present Convention.
ARTICLE TIIL

No other or higher duties or charges shall be imposed in the United
Kingdom of Great Britain and Ireland or in Egypt respectively on the
exportation of any article to the other Contracting Country than such as are
or may be payable on the exportation of the like article to any other foreigu.
country ; nor shall any prohibition Le imposed on the exportation of any
article from either of the two Contracting Countries to the other which shall
not equally extend to the exportation of the like article to any other foreign
country.

ARTICLE 1V.

The Contracting Governmeuts agree that in all matters relating to com-
merce and navigation, any privilege, favour, or immunity whatever shich
one Contracting Party has actually granted, or may hereafter grant, to the
natives of any other Stute shall, on the demand of the other Contracting
Government, be immediately and unconditionally extended to the natives of
the other Contracting Party, which shall, by the simple fact of such demand,
assume, as rcgards Administrative Regulations of Customs, Coast-Guard,
and Police, all the obligations ineumbent on the State with which it demands
assimilation,

ARTICLE V.

British ships shall, in Egypt, and Egyptian vessels shall, in the United
I{ingdom of Great Dritain and Ircland, from whatever place arriving, and
whatever may be the place of origin or destination of their cargoes, be treated
in every respect as national ships.

The preceding stipulation applies to local treatment, dues and charges
in the ports, basins, d ocks, roadsteads, and harbours of the two countries, pilot-
age, and generally to all matters connected with navigation.

All vessels which, according to Rritish law, are to be deamed DBritish
vessels, and all vessels whieh, according to Egyptian law, are to be decmed
Egyptian vessels, shall, for tl:e purposes of this Convention, be respectively

deemed British or Egyptian vessels,
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T'he cousting trade and interior navigation, however, are excepted from
the precediug stipulations, and remain subject to the respective laws of the
two countries.

All articles, from whatever place arriving, and whatever may be their
place of origin, may be imported or exported in the vessels of the Contracting
Partics without being liable to any other restriction or higher duties in the
other country than if the articles were exported or imported in native vessels,
or in those of any other Stale.

ARTICLE VI

The undermentioned goods, the produce or manufaciure of the United
Kingdom of Great Britain and Ireland, shall pay, on importation info Egypt,
duty not exceeding 10 per ceut. ad elorem, viz. :--

1. Metals, raw, partially manufacturel and wholly manufactured, in-
clujing machiuery and parts therzof, agricultural machines and implements,
railway and tramway carriages and engines, havdware, and all articles of
which merals (except gold or silver) are the principal component.

2. Cutlery, ordinary, that i< to say, with handles of any material except
gold, silver, pearl, or tortoiseshell.

3. Yarns, threads, cordage, and eables, nets, velvets, aud all other fabrics,
plain, open-work, or fancy, nubleache.l, bleached, printed or dyed, manufac-
tured from any vegetable fibre, such as cotton, jute, flax, hemp, rlien, palm,
aloc, or the like.

4. Yarns and fabrics as enumerated in Class 3 manufactured from wool,
worsted, mohair, vicuna, camel-hair, or any animal fibre except silk,

5. Mixed fabrics of the materials enumerated in Classes 3 and 4, and
also with an admixture of silk or waste silk not exceeding 20 per cent. in

weight of the whole fabric.-

6. Coal.
7. Indigo.
8. Rice.

9. Oil-sceds.

The Egyptian Government preserves an absolute right respecting the
taxation of all other articles. The Regulations and tuarilications of such
other articles shall be applicable to British subjects under the same eonditions

as to natives or to foreigners the most favoured in that respeet.
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The duties ad valorem levied in Egypt on goods the produce or manu-
facture of the United Kingdom of Great Britain and Ireland shall bo calcu-
lated on the valuc at the place of shipmeut or purchase of the obhject imported,
with the addition of the cost of transport, including insurance, necessary for

the importation into Egypt as far as the port of discharge.

For the levying of these duties the importer shall make a written
declaration at the Custom-house, stating the description of the goods import-

ed and their value at the port of discharge.

The Customs may further, in coutested cases, insist on the production
of all the documents which should accompany consignments of melclmndlzc,

such as invoices, policics of insurance, correspondence, &e.

If the Custom-house authorities shall be of opinion that the declared
value is insufficient, they shall be at liberty to take the goods on paying to
the importer the price declared by him, with an addition of 5 per ceut. This
payment, together with the restitution of any duty which may have been
levied upon such goods, shall be made within the fifteen days following the

declaration.

The said auvthovities shail also have the right of taking the duties in
kind. Iu order to take the dutics in kind the Customs shall have the right
of selecting the articles according to their declared value until the amount
due to them shalf be reached.

) ARTICLE VII.

In order to establish for a fixed period the value al the portof e;m'y of
the principal articles taxed ad valorem, the Administration of the Egyptian
Customs shall invite the principal merchants interested in the trade of the
said articles to proceed in common with them to cstablish a Tariff for a
period not exceeding twelve months.

The Tariff thus fixed :hall, until a Chamber of Commerce representing
the cutire trade of Alexandrin shall have been created, be communicated by
the Egyptian Customs to the Dritish Consulite of Alexandria, and shall he
considercd as officially recoguized, as regards British produce and subjects,
if the Consulate makes no formul opposition during the fortnight following

this communication,
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ARTICLE VIIL

Export duties may be levied in Egypt at the ratc not excecding 1 per
ceut. ad valorein.

The value of articles exported shall be determined by the Customs, who
will, as far as possible, cause periodic Tariffs to be established.

The Ilgyptian Government reserves the right to insist on the exporter
of the articles produciug proof of the payment of the special internal taxes
to which the articles in question may be liable; if the said proof is not
furnished, the exportation of the articles may be prohibited.

Merchandize to be transhipped, whether directly or after having been
conveyed by rail across ISgyptian territory, or placed in bonded stores, is
free from all import or export duty. DBnt articles intended for the use of
the vessels which ship them are liable to a duty equivalent to the export

duty, 7. e., 1 per cceut. ad valorem.
ARTICLE IX.

If one of the Contracting Parties shall impose an excise tax, that is to
say, an inland duty, upou any article of home production or manufacture,
an equivalent compensatory duty may be imposcd on. articles of the same
description on their importation from the territories of the other country,
provided that the said equivalent duty is levied oun like articles on their im-
portation from all foreign countrics.

In the event of the relnction or suppression of excise taxes, that is to
say, inland duties, & corresponding reduction or suppression shall at the same
time be mule in the cquivalent compensatory import duty on the produce or
manufactures of British or ISgyptian origin, as the case may be.

‘The Regulations concerning speeial taxes and accessory customs duties,
such as, dues for porters, warehousing, deposit, dues for quags, cranes, sliices,
“tamkin,” leading, permits to puss, declarations, weighing, measwing, and
all other, shall be applied by the Custowms of the two Coutracting Countries
to the natives and merchandize of the other as to their own natives aud
merchandize.

The preceding stipulatious in nowise affect the right of Muuicipalities
aund Communes to levy, for their profit, octroi and excise dutics on beverages

and Liquids, provisions amd fodder, combustibles and building materials on

e —_— R ——
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their introduction into the Municipality or Commune for consumption therein
even in case articles of a similar description should not exist in Egvpt.
ARTICLE X.

Articles lialde to duty, serving as patterns or samples, which shall be
introduced into the United Kingdom by Tgyptian commercial travellers, or
into Egypt by commereial travellers of the Uited Kingdom, shall be admit-
ted free of duty, subject to the following formalities reqnisite to insure their
heing re-exporied or placed in bond :—

1. The officers of Customs at any port or place at which the patterus
and samples may be imported shall ascertain the amount of duty chargeable
thereon. That amount must either be deposited by the commercial traveller
at the Cnstom-honse in money, or ample security must be given for it.

2. For the purpose of identification, each scparate pattern or’ sample
shall, as far as possible, be marked by the atfxing of a stamp, or by means
of & seal being attached to it.

3. A permit or certificate shall be given to the importer, which shall
contain :—

(a.) A list of the patterns or samples imported, specil ying the natare of
the goods, and also such particular marks as may be proper for the purpose
of identification;

(6.) A statement of the duty ehargeable on the patterns or samples, as
also whether the amount was deposited in money, or whether secarity was
given for it;

(c.) A statement showing the manner in which the patterns or samples
were marked;

(d.) The appointment of a period which, at the utmost, must not excecd
twelve aonths, at the expiration of which, wnless it is proved that the pat-
terns or samples have been previously re-cxported or placed io bond, the
amount of duty deposited will be carried to the public account, or the ameunt
recovered under the security given. No charge shall be made to the importer
for the above permit or certificate, or for marking for identification.

4. Patterns or samples may be re-exported through the Custom-house
through which they were imported, or through suy other.

5. If before the expiration of the appointed time (paragraph 3 (d) ) the

patterns or samples should be presented at the Custom-house of any port or




place for the purposc of re-exportation or being placed in bond, the officers
at such port or place mu:st satisfy themselves by examination whether the
articles which are bronght to them are the same as those for which the per-
mit of entry was granted. If so satizfied, the officers will certify the re-ex-
portation or deposit in bond, and will refund the duty whieh had been de-

posited, or will take the necessary steps for discharging the seenrity.
ARTICLE XI.

Are alone exempt from all coutrol in Egyptian Custom-houses on impor-
tation and exportation, as well as from the payment of duties, articles, and
personal effects Lelonging to Consuls-General, and Consuls in the regular
Consular Service (¢ Consuls de carricre ), having no other business, engaged

ne'ther in trade nor in-lustry, and neither possessing nor working real pro-
perty in Egypt.
ARTICLE XIL

Each of the two Contracting Governments has the right to put into
force any Regulations required for the working of their Services and for the
suppression of fraud, as well as any measures dictated by reasons of public
healtl or security, on condition that snch Regnlations are equally applied to

the ships and subjects of all other nations,

Such Regulations, including the supervision of ships and the searching
for, or pursuit of, contraband goods, as well as the fines and other penalties
thereiu made applicable in case of false declaration; smuggling, or attempt-
ing to smuggle, fraud, or attempts to defraud, or any infringement of the
Re zulations, shall, together with the measures that may be taken in regard
to public health or security, be applicabl‘e in either of the two countries to
“the natives of the other under the same conditions as to natives of the country

itself,

If, however, the Egyptian authorities should desire to search the dwell-
ing-house of a British subject, or a British ship anchored in an Egyptian
port, a duplicate of the search-warrant shall be scnt to the British Consular
authority, who may at once take part if he thinks proper to do so, without
the formality in question dclaying the seareh, and no such search shall be

made exeept between sunrise and sunset,
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It is understood, bowever, that the preceding stipulation shall not apply
to cases in which the search is to be made in a warzhouse or depdt, or on
board a ship which may have remained in an Egyptian port, for any rcason
whatsoever, more than twenty-one days. In such cases notification to the

British Consular aunthority will not be necessary.

It is further nnderstood that the Egyptian Government may, without
notification to the British Consular authorities, put guard on board any

British ship in an Egyptian port or traversing the Snez Canal.

In cases of suspicion of smuggling, the Egyptian Customs officers may
Loard and seize any British ship of less than 200 tons burthen at anchor out-
side an Egyptian port, or sailing within 10 kilom. of the shore. Ships of
less than 200 tons burthen may, moreover, be boarded and seized beyond the

10 kilom. limit, if the pursunit shall have been commenced within sach limit.

Except in the cases provided for in paragraphs 3 and 4 ef this Article,
no British ship execeding 200 tons burthen shall be boarded or seized by the
Egyptian Customs officers.

ARTICLE XTII.

The provisions of the preceding Articles do not apply—

*
1. To the special arrangement existing, or which may in the fature
exist, between Egypt and the other parts of the Ottoman Empire, under the

direct administration of the Porte, or between Egypt and Persia.

2. To the arrangements which the IEgyptian Government may make for

the exchange of native or foreign merchandize with the Soudan,
ARTICLE XI1V.

The cfiect of the alterations of the present Tariff of duties, provided
under Article VI, remains suspended until the alterations in guestion are

also applicable to all other interested Powers.
ARTICLE XV.

The stipulations of the present Convention shall he applicalle, as far as
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the laws permit, to all the Colonies and foreign possessions of Her Britannic

]

Majesty, excepting to those hereinafter named, that is to say, except to—
The Dominion of Canada.
Newfoundland.

The Cape.

Natal.

New South Wales.
Victoria.
Queensland.
Tusmania,

South Anstralia.
Western Australia.
New Zealand.

Provided always, that the stipulations of the present Convention shall
Le made applicable to any of the above-named Colonies or foreign possessions
on whose behalf notice to that effect shall have been given to the Egyptian
Government by Her Britannie Majesty’s Representative at Cairo, within one
year from the date of the signature of the present Convention.

ARTICLE XVI.

The present Convention shall come into force on the 1st January, 1890,
and shall remain i force for ten years from the date. And in case neither
of the two Contracting Parties shall have notified twelve months before the
expiration of the said period of ten years it:s intention of putting an end to
the present Convention, it shall remain binding nntil the expiration of one
vear from the day on which either of the Contracting Parties shall have given

such notice.

In witness whereof the Undersigned have signed the present Convention,

and have aftixed thereto their seuls.

Done in duplicate, at Cairo, the twenty-ninth day of October, one thou-

sand eight hundred and eighty-nine.
(L.S.) EVELYN BARING.

(I..S.) ZOULFIIKAR.
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No. 1,091. COLONIAL SECRETARY'S OFFICE,
HongkoNG, 30th May, 1890.

Sir,—I am directed by His Excellency the Acting Governor to transmit
to you for the information of the Chamber of Commerce the documents speci-
fied in the annexed schedule.—I have, &ec.,

F. H. MAY, for Acting Colonial Seeretary.

The Chairman, HONGRONG GENERAL CHAMBER OF COMMERCE,

No. | Date. Description of Documents.

(C. 5,917.) | Feb. 2 (14) 1890. Copy of a Provisional Commercial Agree-
ment between the Governments of Great

Britain and Servia.

PROVISIONAL COMMERCIAL AGREEMENT BETWEEN
THE GOVERNMENTS OF GREAT BRITAIN
AND SERVIA.
Signed at Belgrade, February 2 (14), 1890,

(Translation.)

The Government of [{er Majesty the Queen of Great Britain and Ireland,
Empress of India, and the Government of the Regency of His Majesty the
King of Servia, both desiring to provisionally regulate from the 6th (18th)
May, 1890, the date of the expiration of the Commercial Convention which
has been denounced, nutil the conclusion of & new definitive Commercial
Convention, the position of their respective subjects residing in the dominions
and possessions of the other party, as well as the commercial relations be-
tween the two States, have agreed upon and concluded the following provi-
sions :— .

British subjects residing in Servia, and Servian subjects residing in the
territories, colonies, and foreign possessions of Her Britannic Majesty, shall
enjoy, as in the past, all the rights accorded to the subjects or natives of the
most favoured nation; and merchandize of every kind the produce of the




United Kingdom of Greal Britain and Irclawd, or of its colonics or posses-
sions, imported into Servia, and all merchandize the produce of Servie which
may be imported into the dominions of Iler Britannic Majesty, including the
colonies and foreign pessesstons, shall he reciprocally subjected to the same
customs duties of import or expori, to the same accessory duties of re-export,
of commission, or of warehousing, to the same local duties, and duties relative
to all Customs formalities, as the merchandize of the most favoured nation.
It is nevertheless understood that the provisions of the present Act shall

not apply to those colonies and foreign posscssions of IHer Britannic Majesty
to which the provisions of the original Treaty of the 26th January (7th
IPebruary), 1880, did not apply, that is to say, to the Dominion of Canada,
and to Her Majesty's colonies in South Afriea.-

The present Agreement will remain in {orce from the 6th (18th) May,
1890, until the 1st (13th) Jauuary, 1893,

The two Governments engage, if necessary, to ebtain assent to the pre-
sent Agreement by the Legislative Assemblies of their respective States.

In witness whereof the Undersigned have drawn up the present Agree-
meut, and have aflixed thereto the seal of their arms.,

Bone at Belgrade, the 2nd (14th) February, 1890.

The Envoy Extraovdinary and Minister Plenipotentiary

of Her Britannic Majesty at Belgrade,
(L.S.) L. R.ST. JOHN.

‘The Minister of Forcign Affairs for Servia, ’resident

of the Council of Ministers,

(L.S.) Le Général 5. GROUITCH.

IloNGKONG GENERAL CHAMBER oF COMMERCE,
: IIoxgroxG, 4th June, 1890.
Sir,—1I have the honour to o-~n receipt of your esteemed communica-
tion of 30th May addressed to the Chairman and giving cover to copiesof the
undernoted documents, and I am directed when acknowledging sane to re-

quest you to be goo:d enough to convey to Ilix Iixcellency the Acting Gov-

| |



ernor the thanks of my Committee lor his courtesy in placing these docu-

ments at their disposal.—I have, &e.,

. HENDERSON, Scerctary.
Hou. W. M. Deaxe, M.A,, C.M.G.,,
Acting Colonial Scerctiry.

Provisional Commercial Agreement between the Governments of Great
Britain and Servii.

Correspondence respecting a new Commercial Conveuntion with Ligypt.

Q.
Loxpox, 12th April, 1840.

DeARr Sir,—I have to apologise for the length of time which has
elapsed before replying' to your note.

Please convey to your Chamber my thanks for the kind offer of assist-
ance made to me. I send Dy this posta pamphlet which I have recently
issued, and with reference to the section on “‘Telegraphs” in the paper
read betore the Society of Arts, 1 would point out that a resolution by the
Hong'kong Chamber in favour of establishing' telegraphic communication
by land from Calais to Calcutta would have great weight here, and would
also further commercial interests in the Last generally.—I am, &c.,

J. HENNIKER HEATON.
I". Hexperson, Esy., Secretary,
HovakoNe GeEN:RAL CiraAMBER oOF COMMERCE.

R.

No. 340. CoLoNiAL SecRETARY's OFFICE,
3rd March, 1890.

Sir,—I am directed by His Excellency the Officer Administering the
Government to transmit to you, for the consideration of the Honglkong
General Chamber of Commerce, the enclosed copy of a despatch from the
Secretary of State for the Colonies, accompanied by a letter from the Editor
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of the British Trade Jownal, enquiring as to the laws and regulations
affecting British Commercial Travellers in this Colony.

]

His Lixcellency is aware that no regulations of the nature referred to
exist in Honglkong', but would be glad to learn if the Chamber over which
you preside have any observations to ofter on the subject, which might be
of service to the Iditor of the journal quoted above.—I have, &c.,

W. M. DEANE, Acting Colonial Secretary.
Hon. I'. Rynig, Chairman,
Honaxone (ENERAL CinaMBER oF CoMMERCE.

CIRCULAR.
DowNING STREET,
Gth January, 1890.

Sir,—I have the honour to transmit herewith a copy of a letter from
the Editor of The Britisk Trade Jowrnal to the Secretary of State for For-
eig'n Affairs, desiring information as to the laws and regulations affecting
Commercial T'ravellers in foreign countries. The Editor addressed to e a
similar request, as regards the British Colonies, which I caused to be re-
ferred to the Board of 'I'rade, and I transmit a copy of the reply received.

I should be glad if you would supply direct to the Board of Trade fur
the purpose of publication in the official Board of Trade Journal, such in-
formation as may be procurable respecting any regulations affecting British
Commercial Travellers in the Colony under your Government, and respecting
any Customs Regulations in force as to the introduction of Uravellers’ pat-
terns or samples.—I have, &c.,

KNUTSFORD.
The Officer Administering
the Government of Honghony.

To the Most Honourable
THE MARQUIS OF SALISBURY, K.G.,
Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs.
The ForereN OFFICE,
DownNiNG STREET, S.W.

My Lonp Marquis,—Inquirics have reached us at various times from
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readers of this journal for information as to the laws and regulations espe-
cially affecting Commercial Travellers in foreign countries.

1t appears, from letters we have received, that certain countries levy
fees, or insist upon Commercial Travellers from abroad taking out licenses.
It also appears that, through ignorance or misinterpretation of these regu-
lations, British Commercial Travellers have been subjected to much incon-
venience and—in one instance brought to our notice—arrested and fined.

If, therefore, British Consuls abroad could be instructed to send copies
of the regulations affecting' such Travellers.in their respective countries, and
if these could be published in a small Blue book, they would, we venture to
think, be of great interest and of much practical value to the increasing
numbers of gentlemen travelling for business purposes, as representatives
of British manufacturers and merchants.—I have, &c.,

) The Editor of The Dritish Trade Jowrnal.
““The British Trade Journal” Office,
Cannon Street, E.C.
October 9th, 188Y.

Doard of Lrade to Colonial @ffice.
C. 4,044, Boarp oF TraDE,
CoMMERCIAL DEPARTMENT,
Lonpon, S.W.
23rd December, 188).

Sir,—I am directed by the Board of Trade to acknowledge the receipt
of your letter of the Gth instant, transmitting, by the direction of Lord
K~xutrsromrDp, a copy of & letter from the Editor of Tle Dritish Trade
Journal, in which application is made for information as to regulations
affecting British Commercial Travellers in force in the Colonies, and en-
quiring: whether the Board are aware of the existence of any such regula-
tions, at the same time stating that none such are known to the Colonial
Officz, but that.it is proposed to address a Circular enquiry on the subject
to the Governments of the several Colonies.
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In reply, [ am to state, fur the information of Lord Knursrorp, that
the Board understand that “ Agents of foreign firms” in the Cape Colony
are required to take out an annual license (costing £25) and that this term
is interpreted to mean ‘“any person other than an importer who sells or
offers for sale, by sample or otherwise, goods of a firm whose place of Dbusi-
ness is not in the Colony.” Annual licenses are also, it is believed, re-
quired by “ Brokers or Agents” in Natal, and by “Commission Agents”
in Fiji and Jamaica (Kingston), but it is not known whether these terms are

so interpreted as to cover Commercial Travellers.

The information in the possession of the Board being of this fragmen-
tary and uncertain character, they agvee with Lord KNuTsFoRD in think-
ing that a request for complete and definite information mig-ht desirably be
addressed to the Governments of the various Colonies.

The Board would at the same time sug'gest for his Lordship’s consider-
ation that the opportunity miglt be taken of enquiring: as to the Customs
Regulations in force in the several Colonies as to the introduction of Tra-
vellers’ patterns or samples. These are known to be free from import duty
in British Guiana and (when “of no intrinsic value”) in Barbados, but the
Board are unaware how they are dealt with in other Colonies.—I have, &e.,

HENRY E. CALCRAFT.

The Under-Secretary of State,
Colonial Oftice.

HoxakoNg GENERAL CHAMBER OF COMMERCE,
Honokong, 10th March, 1890.
Sir,—I lLave the honour to acknowledpe receipt of your esteemed com-
munication of 3rd instant, and beg to thank you for the letters to which it
gave cover having reference to laws and regulations affecting Commercial

Travellers.

As Commercial Travellers, in common with all other Travellers, while
in Hongkong enjoy perfect freedom of legitimate action as regards them-
selves personally and also as regards the transaction ef busincss my Com-
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mittee are unable to offer any ohscrvations on the subject that could, in any
way, be of service to the Editor of Lhe British Trude Jownal.—1 have, &c.,

F. HENDERSON, Secretary.
Hon. W. M. Deaxg, M.A,
Acting Colenial Secretary.

sS.

No. 2,710. CorLeNIAL SECRETARY'S OFFICE,
HonGroxg, 5th September, 1890,
Sir,—I hLave the hLonour by direction of Iis Exceilency the Officer
Administering the Government to inform you that Mr. A. P. MacEweN,
thie Un-ofticial Member of the Legislative Council who was appointed on the-
nomination of the Chamber of Commerce, has resigned Lis seat, and I am to
request that the Chamber will nominate anotlier Member to fill Lis place.

The same course should be pursued as in the case of previous nomina-
tions.—I lave, &c.,

W. M. DEANE, Acting Colonial Secretary.
E. Mackintosm, Esq.,
Chairman, CHAMBER oF CoMMERCE.

HonxcrkoNg GEN:RAL CHAMBER OF COMMERCE,
Hoxckona, th September, 1890.

Sir,—I have thie Lionour to acknowledge receipt of your communication
of this date informing me of the resignation of Mr. A. P. MacEw&en and re-
qaesting the Chamber to nominate anothier Member to fill Lis place in thie
Legislative Council.

Your request that the same course shiould be pursued as in the case of
previous nominations will receive every attention.—I have, &c.,
E, MACKINTOSH, Clairman.
Hon. W. M. Draxg, CM.G,,
Acting Colonial Secreiary.
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HongkoNe GENERAL CHaMBIR OF COMMERCE,
Ho~nagroxg, 19th September, 1890.
Str,—Adverting to your esteemed communication of &Gth instant, I
have the honour to advise you, for the information of His Excellency the
Officer Administering the Government that, at & Special General Meeting
of the Chamber held yesterday at 4 o’clock p.m., Mr. I'. H. WHITEHEAD,
Manager of the Chartered Bank of India, Australia and China, was selected
a8 their nominee for a seat in the Legislative Council of this Colony, in
place of Mr. A. P. MacEwEN retired.
I now hard you the following papers in connection with the election:—
1. A copy of the notice convening the meeting.
2. A list of the Members present at the meeting.
3. 'The names of the Candidates with names of their proposers and
seconders.—I have, &c.
E. MACKINTOSH, Chairnum,
Hon. W. M. Deang, C.M.G,, '
Acting Colonial Secretawry.

NOTICE.
HonekoNe GENERAL CHaMBER oF COMMERCE,

A BSpecial General Meeting of the Members of the Hongkong General
Chamber of Commerce will be held on Thursday, the 18th instant, at the City
Hall, at ¢ o’clock p.m., to nominate a Member of the Chamber for election
to the Legislative Council.

By Order,
I. IIENDERSON, €ecretary.

HHo~akoxa, &th September, 1890.

List of Candidates proposed at a Special General Mceting of the Chamber
held on the 18th September, 1890, to nominate a Member to the
Legislative Council, to take the place of the Hon. A. P.
MacEwen resigned.

Mr. T. H. WHITEHEAD,

Proposed by Hon. P. RYRIE.
Seconded by Mr, E. MackiNTos,
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Mzr. H. L. DALRYMPLE,

Proposed by Hon. J. J. KESWICE.

Seconded by Mr. T. JACESON.

List of Members present al the Special General Meeting of the Chamber of

I, HENDERSON, Secretury.

Commerce held on the 18th September, 1890,

The Hon. P. RYRIE.

"

1"

”n

»

C. P. CHATER.
d. J. KEswick.

Mesars. E. R. BELILIOS.

HoN@EONG, 19th September, 1890,

G. S. Coxon.

S. Coxon.

D. CRAWFORD.

G. pE CHANPEAUX.
Crow PinG.

T. E. DaviEs.

H. L. DALRYMPLE.
H. W. Dick.

N. P. DHALLA,

DE WESTLEY LAYTON.
F. DopwkLL.

N. J. EpE.

M. D. Ezeg1EL,

F. T. P. FosTEr.
W. H. ForgEs.

J. J. I'rancis.

M. GRroOTE.

H. Horpr1us.

G. T. Hopkins.

Messrs, C. J. HirsT.

Ho AxElL

T. JACKSON.

E. MAcCKINTOSH.
A. McCoNNACHIE.
St. C. MICHEAELSEN.
D. MUNCHERJEE.
F. E. NicHOL.

L. POESNECKER.
M. PaqQuin.

Poon Pone.

C. F. RowBaAND.
E. W. RUTTER.
G. STEWART.

C. S. Smane.

G. SHARP.

G. STERN.

F. Serr.

T. H. WHITEEEAD.
E. L. WooDIn.
W. H. Youna.
Ming KEE.

F. HENDERSON, Secretary.
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FORTNIGHTLY
CRRREEIC NN O @ AR AEIBONNS

DURING THE YEAR 1890.
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FORTNIGHTLY CURRENT QUOTATIONS

On London - I"riva_\te Docu-
QuoraTions. AL B X e

sight. sight. sight.
Fortnight, ending 1st January, ....... 3/2 3/13 323 323
Do, do. 14th January, ....... 3124 3/1% 3/2 32§
Do, do. 28th January, ....... 3/2% 324 3,3 3/3§
Do., do. 11th Febmary, ...... 312 3:1}% 324 3/2%
Do., do. 23th February, -.. 3/13 31 32 324
Do,  do. 1lth Maredy weeen| 313 3/02 313 3,13
Do.  du.  25th March, .o  3f13 3,03 313 31§
Da.. do.  8th April,.eve weuee 328 814 3:24 3725
Do, do.  22nd Aprily... ceeoee. 3,23 3,24 33 334
Do., do.’ T4th May, ce.ceeaene 3/43 3/33% 344 348
Do.. GOSN SThEN e e W 1. 343 333 34§ 3,47
Do.. do. 11th June,............ 35, 3,4 3,53 35k
Do., do. 25th June,............ 345 344 35y 3,53
Do., do.  Sth July,...eeeeeene. 3/54 3[4 3,53 3,5
Do, A0 23AITNT, e 37} 3/6% 3,74 373
-Do., do.  Gth August, ......... 373 3,7 3.8% 3/81

Do., do. 20th August, ......... 31103 3/9% 3/10% 3103

Do., do.  3rd September, ....|  3/10; 393 3/10% 3/10%

Do., do. 17th September,.... 3,9¢ 39 3104 310}

Do., do. 1st October,......... 364 315§ 3,6} 37
Do., (Qo.  15th Octobery.........|  3(5] 35 3,6} 36}
Do., do. 29th October,...... 35} 3/1% 35} 35

Do, do. 12th November,..... 305 33} 3,54 353
Do., do. 26th November,...... 35 331 354 3,53
Do., do. 10th December,...... 3/5% 3/48 3/53 3i5%
Do., do. 24th December,..... 3,53 344 3,53 3/53




DURING THE YEAR 1890.

On
*FI:; tﬁi;‘b Bur‘;’iga_\', C;ll?lllltta, Sil f:ll,l
sight. Pemand, | Demand.

Fes, 03 | Rs- 223 | Rs 223 | 95 % pn.
Fes. 4.05 | Re 221 Rs- 221 GEire e
Fes, 409 | Rs 221 | Rs 22] M
Yes, 4.02 | -Rs- 220 Rs 220 (10%,
Fes, 4.01 | Rs 220 Rs 220 |10},
Fes. 3.97 | Rs- 220 Rs 220 |10 ,, .
Fes. 897 | Re- 218 | Rs. 218 | 9%.. |
Fes, 401 | Rs- 220 Rs 220 93

Fes. 4.0? Rs- 222 Rs 222 dE
Fes. 426 | Re 225% —R‘a 2255 | 93,
Fes, 4.27 | Rs 223 RN 223 (10},
Fes. 435 | Rs 221 Rs- 22] B
Fes. 432 | Re 2211 | Rs 2214 [10%,, .
Fes. 439 | Rs 223 Rs- 223 |10¢,,
Fes, £.61 | Ra 223 Rs- 223 92 s
Feos. 66 | Re 221 | Rs 221 | 9%, .
Fos, 4.92 | Rs 2205 | Rs 2208 | 9%, .,
Fes. 41.89 | Rs 2204 | Rs 2205 (10 4,
Fes, 1.86 | Rs 221 Rs- 221 9%,
Fes. £.52 | Rs 221 Rs 221 Qs n
Fes, 441 | Rs. 221 Re- 221 B33 m
Fes. 4.41 | Rs- 221 Rs- 221 9. .
Fes. 436 | Rs 2204 | Rs- 2205 | 9%,
Fes. 436 | Rs 2205 | Rs 220} {10 ,,
Fes, 436 | Rse 222 Rs- 222 (10 ,, .,
Fes. 439 | Res 2221 | Rs 2221 |10 ,, ,,

a0
o

i)

"

|
- Gold

! Gold
Moviouu | Bus | Teaf
Boliars. touch. | touch.
1} % pm. | $32.05 | $33.00
L, 5, | 382,65 | $33.60
4 $32.65 | $33.60
§ . o | N32.65 | ¥33.60
- o |%32.85|333.80
1 §32.85 | §33.80
3 §3:2.75 | R33.80
1. , |%§3230]|¢33.40
12 ., 331.30 | $32.50
11 ,, , | §31.60 | $32.60
21 .. . |8$31.20 | $32.30
1r » | $3110 | $32.20
2 331.00 | $32.00
11 £30.90 | £31.90
3 $29.20 | $30.50
&, o | %29.40 | §30.40
3 . . | 32890 $29.7v
2, §28.40 | $29.20
£ . . | &28.70 | 82945
35, §29.20 | §30.30
i $29.50 | $30.20
& $30.00 | §30.81)
3 5 | $30.10 | §30.35
. 830.60 | $31.50
3., $30.30 | $31.20
ik o $29.80 | §30.80
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THE POSTMASTER GENERAL'S REPORT.

GENERAL Post OFFICE,

How~aekona, March 6th, 1891.

S1z,—In prosenting my report ou the British Postal Service in Hong-
kong and China during the year 1890, I fuel compelled to advert at the
beginning to the heavy loss sustained thiough the death of the late Post-
master General, Mr. Lister, who, frrom the date of his appointment in
April 1875 till the day he left Honglkong upon his last and fatal voyage in
July, devoted a large portion of his experieuce and energy to the conduct
of Postal matters. By bhis staff, he will always be remembered for his
urbanity, insistence ou details and personal capacity for work: whilst the
public found in him the embodiment of civility and an officer always ready
to redress legitimato grievances, and carry out practical popular reforms
and proposals.

2. The Department has lost another zealous servant in the person of
Mr. A. J. Robrigugs, the second clerk, who joined the staff in February
1870.

3. During the year, the persounel of the Department has undergone
considerable change. When I went on leavein April 1890, Mr, T. SERCOMBE-
Smrra supplied my place and proved of valuable assistance to Mr. Listek,
who was for the next few months mostly confined to his room and bed.
Upon Mr, ListEr’s decease, I was appointed Acting Postmaster General
with M. Sm1TH as secondin command. On the 22nd March the withdrawal
from the Colony of Z. M. Barrapas, the Superintendent of the Money Order
Department, led to an investigation of his accounts which shewed heavy
defalcations on his part. This officer was later on brought back to Hong-
Lkong aud at the June Criminal Sessions sentenced to three years hard
labour. His successor Mr. II. W. Dixon who was appointed on the lst
May has hitherto satisfactorily performed his duties. The adoption of a
new system of checks upon the administration of the Money Order Depart-
ment has placed the recurrence of frauds similar to those lately enacted
beyond the pale of likeliliood.
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4. The Staff consists of 45 persons comprising:;

1 Postmaster General.

1 Assistant Postmaster General.
1 Accountant.

2 Money Order Clerks.

3 Marine Officers.

2 Chinese Assistants for Marine Officers.
11 Clerks.

3 Senior Chinese.

7 Postmen. .

3 Peak and Kaulung Postmen.

G Messengers.

5 Launch Crew.

45

To every officer my thanks are due, but especially to Messrs. Rocra and
Maceapo whose thorough intimacy with the whole range of postal concerns
bas proved invaluable. '

5. The Consular Postal Agentsin the various Coast and Riverine Ports
have sustained their character for ability and zeal, and it was the most
pleasing act of my last year’s tenure of office to announce Lo them that the
Secretary of State for the Colonies had yielded to their reiterated requests
for an increase of salary.

6. In the course of 1890, the honorary Agency at Hoihow was con-
verted into a salaried Agency, whilst the Agency at Tientsin, on the recom-
mendation of the late Mr. LisTER, was discontinued. The postal matter
passing through the hands of the Agent at that Port was inconsiderable,
most of the correspondence being transmitted through the Chinese Customs
Channels.

7. I had occasion to address the Government upon the often men-
tioned topic of illicit Chinese Post Offices which flourish in the Chinese
parts of Victoria. It will be remembered that I recommended that the
right Lo establish such Post Offices should be farmed out and that I ex-
pressed an opinion that no other way of bringing the Chinese under a
Postal System approximating to that to which the European Colonists are
subject was possible so long as China possessed no Postal Administration
of her own. The plan proposed will in no way interfere with the peculiar
postal facilities hitherto enjoyed by the sons of Hin, but will secure to
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Government a portion of the takings which formerly onviched private
individuals.

8. Theve is another subject to which report after report from this
Department has called attention. To no other Department of the Public
Service, I presume, is room of more importance than to the Postal Depart-
ment, yet there is no Department in which there is less space in propor-
tion to requirements. It is only necessary to point to the extensive postal
premises at Sydney, with a population of 225,000, at Singapore, with a
population of 180,000, and at Dui-ban, with a population of 25,000, to de-
monstrate that Hongkong with a population of 200,000 is not marching
with the times in the matter of a commodious Post Office. The Assistant
Postmaster General has to be content with a high stool and a desk in a
recess which overlooks a stand frequented by cacophonous chair bearers.
When the European and American Mails are despatched on the same
morning, the throng of people attempting to buy stamps and post letters
has necessitated the stationing of an officer to divert the stream of Chinese
to the back of the Post Office where a counter for the sale of stamps has
been extemporised. The internal dimensions of the Post Office, which may
have sufficed for the necessities of a quarter of a centuryago, are now
wholly inadequate, as may be seen by any one, who likes to spend an hour
contemplating the sorting and disposal of a French Mail.

9. T'he number of Dead Letters which have to be opened in the De-
partment to discover the sender is considerable. In many cases there is
neither an address nor a signature: it then becomes necessary to peruse
the body of the communication in-search of some indication of the source
of the letter. In this way no little time is consumed and much that was
intended for a private view comes under the official gaze. "Where the letters
emanate from mercantile houses, their origin can almost always be traced
by the presence of initials stamped on the envelope, and if private indivi-
duals would only put their names on the cover of every letter they wrote,
they would have the satisfaction of receiving back their undelivered cor-
respondence in an unmutilated condition. Soldiers’ and sailors’ letters
always bear the name of the sender on the envelope with the result that
the members of Her Majesty’s land and sea forces have their dead letters
restored to them intact.

10. I have to chronicle the reduction in rates of Postage to the Cape

Colony which began on the 23rd of August and by which letters are now
carried for 20 cents instead of 30 cents the half ounce.
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11. Negotiations are now in progress with the object of estublishing a
system of Parcels Post Insurance between Honglkong and the United
Kingdom, and of instituting a direct exchange of Money Orders and closed
Parcels between this Colony and the Dominion of Canada. The Insurance
scheme is sure to command public favour whilst the advantages of a direct
exchange with Canada by means of the new “ Empress’ Steamers over
the devious route vii London are palpable.

12. For the benefit of the Peak residents, a new mail signal station
bas been inaugurated at the Mount Gough Police Barracks, which are in a
central position and visible to all houses on the southern slopes, even to
those situated at Magazine Gap.

13. Another familiar topic is that of the French Mail and the Marine
Sorters. In my report for 1889 I said “a settlement of the question in
the direction desired may be expected very shortly.” I was guided by a
letter from the French Consul dated the 22nd May 1889 to His Excellency
the Governor (copy attached). Since then, however, a further letter (copy
attached) has been received withdrawing this concession.

14. As I pointed out in my report for 1889, if, would accelerate the
delivery of mails very much if this Department were placed in direct com-
munication with Cape Collinson and Green Island. The arrivals of steamers
could then be telephoned or telegraphed and the launch would at once be
despatched to convey the mails on shore.

15. International Statistics to regulate the payments for sea and terri-
torial conveyance of mails during three years were taken during the month
of May.

16. The early period of the year at which this report is submited pre.
cludes the possibility of giving a detailed statement of the finances of the
Department for 1890.

The Revenue for 1889 was as follows:—

Gross Revenue 1889, teeeierecnnrinsecrnesrennenes $142,309.11
B e, coon0foasn0000e00000a0006008 E000E00000m00a0000 = & 04l G5 {16]

£163.127.26

Share of United Kingdom, .......cccovenininnn.n. $12,136.83
Contribution towards P. & O. subsidy, ......... 45,870.31
Share of other Countries,® ..........cccoeewvvnnees 54,041.89
Conveyance of Mails, «coecvrernneriininnninnnnin. 7,913.37
Working EXDenses, «cvecireieeiinisecinrnincanennees 43,164.86

2163,127.26

* $36,650.29 paid France for 23 years from April 1888 to December 1888,
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17. The number of Parcels received and despatched during the year is
as follows: —
Lucard. Outward. Total.

By P. & O. Packet, -..... 9,219 5,125 14,344
By German Packet, ...... 349 151 500
9,568 5,276 14,844

The total number despatched and received in 1889 was 13,173, The
heaviest outward mail was despatched at Christmas and consisted of 510
parcels, whilst the heaviest inward mail was the New Year Mail by which
772 parcels were received.

18. The amount of Peak and Kaulung correspondence carried during
1890 is shown by the subjoined figures:—

Sent to Received from
YRR cood00s ABH0000EI000000 <M 82 8
IS booocoooooseooomns 1,813 128

I have pleasure in thanking the Manager of the High Level Tramwé.y Com-
pany for the facilities granted to the Peak Postmen. '

19. Approximate Statistics for 1890 are annexed and are conspicueus
for the gratifying decrease in the number of unpaid and short paid articles.
They also point to a large increase of ordinary ccrrespondence, postcards
newspapers, registered articles and parcels.

I have the honour to be,
Sir,

Your obedient Servant,

ARTHUR K. TRAVERS,

Postmaster General.

The Honourable W. M. DEaNE, C.M.G.,
Acting Colonial Secretary,
&e., de., de.




APPROXIMATE STATISTICS FOR THE YEAR 1890.

INTERNATIONAL. " LocAL. Cosyrarison wirm 1889.
DEescrirTioN OoF CORRESCONDENCE. B B = 1F | Wlorad .
Des- lpeccived] P |Reeeived, O e
patehed. patched. ‘ in 1889. |7
p = =
Ordinary paid Letters, .ooooooooviiiiiiin, 6-t1,000 | 526,700 | 76,700 | 81,350 | 1,325,750 | 1,283,700 | 42,050
Unpaid and short paid Articles, ............ 6,000 | 15,750 900 150 22,800 39,180 16,380
Letters on Postal Dusiness, .................. 1,550 3,250 1,800 1,500 8,]0'0 8,350 250
[T%t? (B3 o oo a06 agpoaaEnar T ooaooondBbonaoag .. 11,100 6,800 4,500 1,900 24,300 13,700 | 10,600
Newspapers, Periodicals, Books, Circulars, '
(HOrrising & St R ARt o cantcocs) 308,500 | 565,550 | 46,500 | 28,800 949,350 | 920,000 | 29,350
PAtterns, «eoereerrerseresseresseennnene] 4250 | 15,650 50 50 | 20,000 | 23700 3,700
Registered Avticles, .ovvevvniiveiniiiinninane, 35,000 | 60,400 9,200 6,000 110,600 96,400 | 14,200
. with Return Receipts, 150 1,200 50 50 1,450 2,200 750
1ed a0 h e AT EE R PR T O 6,200 | 10,000 5,150 3,700 26,050 17,030 8,020

[16]
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(Transtation,)

FrENCK CONSULATE,

Vicreria, HoneroNg, 22nd May, 1889.

Sir,—The French Government have been pleased, in response to the
expressed wishes of the Colony of Hongkong, to entertain with favour the
delicate proposal made to them of placing a British Mail Agent on board
the packet boats of the Messageries Maritimes for the purpose of sorting,
between Saigon and Hongkong, correspondence intended for the latter
Colony or for transmission to North- China.

Such officer would be taken on board on the followiug conditions:—

The upper mail room in the “batteric” would be placed at
his disposal, and would be fitted up for use as an office, but only
between Saigon and Hongkong. The agent would besides bave
the free enjoyment of a first class cabin from Singapore to Hong-
kong and vice versd, and would be admitted to the same table as
first class passengers upon payment of one half of the usual tariff.

Instructions have been sent by the Messagevies Maritimes Co. to its
agency at Marseilles to effect the necessary alteration on board the packets
of the Indo-China line.

I shall be obliged if His Excellency will inform me whether the Colo-
nial Government consents to these terms, and, if it does, from what date
they may come into operation.

I Lave the honour to Le,
Sir,

Your obedicnt Servant, -«

BEZAURE.

His Excellency
Sir Geo. W. Dus Vaeux, X.C/M.G.,

Governor of Honglony, de., de., e
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(Translation.)

Frexcu REpunLIc,

Parts, 5th February, 1890,

Sie,—This Admiunistration has just learned that the Colonial Autho.
rities of Hongkong in the name of your office, have recently taken fresh
steps to secure the admission on board the packet boats of the Messageries
Maritimes of a British Agent who would start from Singabore and sort
correspondence intended for Hongkong.

In its great desire to contribute as much as lay in its power to the
improvement of the Postal Service of Hongkong, this Administration bad
actually taken the scheme into consideration, notwithstanding the very
serious inconveniences which might result to the French Service from its
adoption.

In consequence however of the abandonment (dénoncintion) of the
Anglo-French Postal Convention of the 24th September, 1856, it has seemed
proper to postpone the carrying ont of the works contewnplated on board
our mail packets till the conditions of the favonred régime which shall be
applicable in the future to mail packets touching at the ports of the two
countries, shall have been settled by mutual agreement between tihe
Governments of France and Great Britain.

I have the honour to lLe,
Sir,

Your obedient Servant,

Director Gencral of Posts and Telegrapis.

T ————
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MONEY ORDER BUSINES>

e Colonial Total
;:'?lc?sf Amount. Com- Commis-
. mission. sion.
In Sterling. i
| i £ s.d. $ cte. 8 cts.
Hongkong & Shanghaion United Kingdom, | 2,641 |11,470. 9. @ 452.65 ot
Queensland. ...... 12 45.10. 3 175 5
Do. NewSouth Wales, 32 165 11. 6 B0 oo
Do. South Australia,... ‘ 3 15.19. 0 .68 oo
Do, Western Australia 3 50.12.10 5.00
Do. Victoria, S 28" 134.10.11 3.10 A1
Do. Tasmania, ......... ! 1 16. 0.11 .68 e
Total Qutward Ordersin sterling,...| 2,720 [11,898.15. 2 470.16 470.16
|
United Kingdom on Hongkong & Shanghai, ! 682 | 2,189, 6. 8 145.70
Queensland Do. 194 9359. 8. 9 00 LTNINE ot
New South Wales Do. 448 | 2,178. 9. 6 127.31
Sonth Australia Do. 66 509. 1. 4 29.80 3
Western Australia Do. 9 43. 7.8
Vietoria Do. 224 | 1,396.10. 3 81.73
Tasmania Do. & 211 | 1,441. 0. 0 84.36 i
Total Inward Orders in sterling,... | 1,834 | 9017, 4. 2 525.07 625.07
In Dollavs.
S rts.
Honzkong on Coast Ports, .veveeevereeieeneenes 40 492.21 8.00
Do. Shanghaiy........cte. e 144 2.913.56 46.80
Hongkong and Shanglmi on Japan, 359 8,369.68 134.20
Do. traits Settlements, sS4 1,684.06 27.20
Do. Q1'urn .......................... G 45.00 35
Do. Bri ish \Yorth Boraco, ...... 5 80.10 .60
Total Qutsward Orders in dollars,... 638 | 13,584.61 217.15 217.15
Shangh.ai on Hongkong, ....eveceeuveeriarieinns 8K 1.785.20 28.60 |
Japan on Hongkong and Shanghai, - 136 2,536.75 1.10
Straits Scttlements.  Do. 226 3,120.54 3.61 |
Siam Do. 2% 825.70 8.26
British North Borneo Do. bendboco 24 ‘ 495.95 1.96
Honolulu Do. 1| 2.50 .03
Total Inward Orders in dollars.... 500 | 8,786.73 16.56 46,56
In Rupees and Annas. |
Rs. ae. 8 ets.
Hongkong and Shanghai on India, ......... 730 61,799.13 340.27 340.27
India on Hongkong and Shanghai, ......... 128 10,451.13 23.72 23.72
In Rupees and Cents. !
Ra. etx,
Hongkong and Shanghai on Ceylon,......... 13 41444 2.00 | 2.00
Ceylon on Hongkong and Shanghai, ........ 12 231.00 Sl .81
HRETAN L, (ORI RSO o o o cxiogapbt cbogerohone nodbactina dhnonho o) RERSE4!
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THE HARBOUR MASTER’'S REPORT.

No. 53, HarBour DEPARTMENT,
H ongEoxg, 5th February, 1891.
Sir,—I have the honour to forward the Annual Returns for this De-
partment for the year ending 3lst December, 1890.

SHIPPING,

2. The Shipping Returns show a marked advancement in the trade of
the Colony, the total tonnage of Arrivals and Sailings amounting to 13%
- million tons, the highest figures yet.reached aud over a million more than
in the previous year. There were 32,132 Arrivals with a tonnage of 6,852,588
tons, and 31,855 Departures of 6,823,705 tons, making a grand total of
63,987 vessels, and 13,676,293 tons.

3. The following statement shows hoiv this amount of shipping is
apportioned : —

1889, 1890. I Increase.

Ships. | Tonnage. Ships. | Tonnage. Ships. | Tonnage.
TVl gt o 5,212| 6,500,869 5,524 | 6,994,919 319| 494,050
ROTeioTi o 2.376 | 2,471,12) 2,695 | 2,776,322 319| 305,701
J“;};dgj"‘om‘gn} 15,568| 3417,331|  46,686| 8,572,079 1,118 154,748
53,156 12,389,321 54,905 | 13,343,820 1,749 954,499

Junks in Local - e
“;r:de”" 8.232| 283,370 9,082| 332,473 850|. 49,103
Grand Total,... 61,388 [12,672,691 63,987 | 13,676,293 2,599 1,003,602

4. Compared with 1889, there has been a general increase of British
tonnage amounting to 494,050 tons and an increase of Foreign tonnage of
365,701 tons. A comparison also with the average of the last three years
shows an increase in 1890 of 136 British ships representing 397,499 tons,
and of vessels under Foreign flags an increase of 307 ships and 224,842
tons.

5. The general trade as represented by the amount of shipping from.
and to the various countries does not show on the whole much alteration,
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though there is o general increase in British bottoms most marked with
regard to Cochin-China, Japan, The Philippines and Siam. In:the case of
Foreign vessels, the increase is still greater with Cochin-China and Siam.
There is also a considerable revival of the J unk;trade.

6. With Great Britain and the Continent of Europe, the amount of
trade does not differ materially fiom 1889, being indeed nearly stationary.
There is a slight increase in arrivals under the British flag and a decrease
under Foreign flags.

JUNKS.

7. As shown in the foregoing tables, the Junk trade for 1890 amounted
to 3,904,552 tons being an increase over the previous year of 1,968 Junks
and 203,851 tons. The trade with Macao shows a falling off from 1889,
but with this exception, the Foreign Junk trade has increased. The chief
increase in Junks, however, is in the Local trade (by which is to be under-
stood, the trade between places within the Waters of the Colony) in which
the Returns show that it amounts to 850 vessels and 49,103 tons. Com-
pared also with the average of the past three years, the Junk trade of 1890
still shows an increase of 11,758 tons in the Foreign trade and 44,054 tons
in the Local trade.

8. The subject of the interference of Chinese Revenue Cruizers with
the Junk trade of the Colony was brought somewhat prominently forward
during the past year, and more than one report was made from the Out.
stations of visits paid by these Cruizers or their boats to the Juuk Anchor-
ages on the south side of the Island, also of Junks having been stopped
and boarded. In one case from the evidence of the Junk people and the
Officer-in-Charge of the Station, it would seem that the interference took
place in Stanley Bay, but in others, the exact positions of the vessels being
subject to the conflicting evidence of the interested parties, the question of
within or outside of British Waters was not provable. During the greater
part of the year, a Chinese Cruizer has been anchored off Lamma Island.

9. In September, tivo armed Junks were found anchored in a small
bay on the south side, just out of sight of Aberdeen ; they stated that they
were on the look-out for smugglers.  Acting under my orders, the Officer-
in-Charge at Aberdeen seized them and I had them towed round to Victoria
where after taking from them certain flags and other articles to be used for

-the purpose of future identification, they were released and the matter re-
ported,



B
10. I should lie glad to see a regular and systematie patrol of the south
coast by armed Government vessels established.
11. 3,989 steamers, 125 sailing vessels and 28,018 Junks arrvived during
the year, giving an average of 88 vessels daily arriving in the Waters of
the Colony. Of the steamers 68 per cent. were DBritish, and of these, 54

I3

per cent. were ‘“Ocean going,” of the Foreigners, 9 per cent. were river
craft.
Steay-LauNcags.

12. On the 3lst December, therc were 110 Steam-launches in the Har-
bour, of these, 47 were licensed for the conveyance of passengers, 53 were
privately owned, 10 were the property of the Colonial Government. There
were in addition 5 lannches, the property of the Wayr Department.

Emigrarion.

13. There has been a further falling off in the number of Chinese leav-

ing the Colony for Ports other than those in China and Japan.

|

18860 e {1887

|

1888. " 1889). - 1890.

64,522 82,807 | 96,195 17,849 12,0656

Chbinese Exclusion Acts in Ameriea, Australia and the Sandwich Islands,
reduced wages, and inability to procure employment in the Straits Settle-
ments, and probably the want of confidence allnded to in my last Rop(ﬁt,
are the principal causes of the falling off.

14. Dircct emigration to Deli is now established and as well under-
stood as to any ot-her port and there has heen no repetition of the outhreaks
which oceurred on board these vessels in 1839.

‘ REecisTRY OF SHIPPING.

15. During the year, 7 vessels of 4,071 tons were registered nnder the
provisions of The Merchant Siipping Act, 1854, and 8 Certificates of Registry
were cancelled. Return No. XVIIT shows the remainder of the work done
in this branch.

MARINE MAGISTRATE'S COTRT.

16. 81 cases weve heard in this Court during the year. MRefusal of
duaty (13), and Assault (11), were the principal offences in the case of ships,
nnd Leaving without Clearance (15), and Breach of Harbour Regulations
—** Anchoring in prohibited places” in the case of Junks.
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ExXAMINATIONS FOR THE ['ost or MasTErs, MATEs AND ENGINEERS
UNDER SECTION 15 oF OrbINaANcE No. 8 or 1879.

17. The following table will show the number of candidates examined

for Certificates of Competency, distinguishing those who were successful,

and. those who failed :-—

(GRADE. PassEp. | FaiLen.

TR conuomaam JIPSEE00000008 B00 e IGEE ot D 39
15 Lkpitery, sooocteatatotdoaEainatu aadioano 2¢ 1
Oy AN GES, e ve st ee el tene ononnsesinassabonsionsnsshaanes 3 1
Pt @il BYRNE B o ancocotro o ncs: rtintorai 9

ikl oooooosopooss coaooomtces 80 2
Iirst Class En@ineers, «..ocvvvivivriniiarinininias vovere | 18 ‘ &)
Seeond Class lngineers,...ooven... S608000GAAAN > 0GAOCC 33 ‘ 7

Total,eeeneeernnreeens vl 31 10

18. Since 1st January, 1884, when under the Order in Conncil of 21st
December, 1883, Certificates of Competency issued at Hongkong were made
of equal value to those issued by the Board of Trade, 610 Certificates of all

grades have been issued. The details are shown in the following table:—

|

[

T | 1884, 1885, 1886.! 1887. ‘ 188 \’ 1889.|1890.| Torar.
| — \
Master, «veeeienen. i 211 10| 6| 22| 20| 25| 39| 143
First Mate, ceeveerennennns BT 10 | 17 12 l 14 31 29 . 127
Only Maie, -..... soafaochll LK 3 [0 | 3 2 3 17
Second Mate, ...... Sae! | ] R RS ) | 5 4 | 10 I ‘ 9 49
R e R R = 38i 47| 59| 80| 336
First Clas: Engineer,...: 19 | 22 [ 11 14| 21 | 1 18 | 116
Second Class Iingineer, | 23 [ 20| 20| 15| 19| 28| 33 [ 158
PO o L B OB R I TSSO 04| 40‘ 39| 51| 274
Grand Total, ...| 92| 75| 60 67| s 4 98 | 131 | 610
|
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Marive Courrs UNDER SECTION 13 OF OrpINANCE No. 8 oF 1879.

19. The following Courts having been held during the year:—

1. On the 30th May, 189). Inquiry as to the stranding of the
British Steamship Felbridge, Official No. 95,455 of London, ou
the North Shoal, Paracel Group, on the morning of the 3rd
May. 'The Master's (JorN Ruruen) Certificate of Compe-
tency was suspended for three months. The time of suspen-
sion was shortened by His Excellency the Officer Admiuister-
ing the Government by a few days, the Certificate being re-
turned on 13th August, 1890.

2. On the 5th November, 1890. Inquiry us to the loss of the
British Yacht Nyanzq, Official No. 56,809 of Glasgow, on the
reef, on the North side of the Island of Ponapé, Caroline
Guoup, on the morning of the 29th July. The Master’s (JorN
CarriNagTOXN) Certificate of Competency was returned to him.

3. On the 8th December, 1890. Inquiry as to the stranding of
the British Steamship Peubrokeskire, Odicial No. 85,171 of
Londou, on the Shwal oft the Island of YWung Cum near Macao,
on the night of the 15th Novemher. The Master’s (James
DancastEr) Certificate of Competency was suspended for six
months,
SeAMEN.

20. 10,830 seamen were shipped and 11,022 discharged at the Shipping
Office and on board ships duriug the vear, the discrepancy is owing to the
number of seaumen shipped at the various (‘onsulates of which we have no
record.

21. 314 distressed scamen were received during the year. Of these,
73 were sent to the United Kingdom, 37 elsewbhere, and 192 ohtained employ-
ment. On the 31st December, 1890, 10 were in the Government Civil
Hospital and 2 in the Lunatic Asylum. $4,890.99 were expended by tho
Board of Trade in the relicf of thesc men, and $42.69 by this Colony. The
Celony also paid $542.54 for the relicf at Honolulu of the shipwrecked crew
of the Barque Wandering Minstrel,

MARINE SURVEYOR'S SuB-DEPARTMENT.
22, Duriug the past year the Colony has lost the valuable services of
Mr. Brewer, Marine Surveyor and Mr. WaeNER, Assistant Marine Sur-
veyor. Mr. BREWER weat Home in very bad health in August, 1888, and
died in England in Deeember, 18895 and a few months tater Mr. WaeNER,
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who bacl Leen performing the duties of Marine Surveyor, died in Hong.
kong. YPrevious to thearrivalfrom England of the Officers there appointed
to fill the vacancies, the duties were performed first by Mr. ANDREW
Jounsron, and on his leaviug for England, by Mr. Joun W. KiNeHORN.
In September, the Officers appointed from England arrived : Mr. GEORGE
Peesres and Mr. Roserr Dixos. Return No. XXTIT shows the work
performed in this branch of the Harbour Department.
LIGH YHOUSES.

23. The three Lighthouse Stations have Leen maiutained as usual
during the year. The Light-vessel on Kellett’s Bank was removed on lst
June, the result of an ezamination of the bank showing that no silt bad
taken place over the stone-laden junks sunk as an experiment, and that the
Junks bad broken up and disappeared in the soft deposit at the Lottown.

24. The third Light-keeper's services were dispensecd with on account
of misconduct, the post is uow filled by an Officer on probation. An in-
creased rate of pay baving been sanctioned for the Chinese Assistant Light-
keepers, I hope to be able for the future to secure a letter class of men
with iucreased efticiency to the service. -

Boxnars Rock.

25. The suggested operations at the Bokhara Lock proving too costly
were abandoned, and the danger is still marked with a buoy. It was found
necessary during the year to renew the moorings, accordingly two anchors
and 6V fathoius of chain were purchased and the moorings relaid at a total
cost ol $945.87.

(GOVERNMENT GUNPOWDER DEp(rr.

20. During the year 1890, there bas been stored in the (tovernment

Magazine at Stone Cutters’ Island.

L \ | 3 Bk Approximate
No. of Cuses, I Pl

\Vciu]n
o ghty
i 1hs.
Gunpowder, Privately owned, v, - 14,139 289,175
” Govervment owiedyeveaneenn.n. 175 3,500
Cartridges, Privately owned, v 2377 62,346
% Government owned, . eeeeeeennns 64 | 4.800
Lxplosive .0 -
(A S Privately owned, ..o, a6 1Y 44,189
e Goverument owned, v 12 i o83
IR0 v 15,394 404,543




0T 1)

On the 3lst December, 1890, there remained as under :—

No. of Cases, I Appn'qxlnlulc
ok . Weight,
S
= |
Gunpowder, Privately owned, «.coeearerenee. j 3,037 74,214
) Government owned,evesse. 632 63,323
Cartridges, DPrivately owned, ovevnievense. 245 56,314
- Governmeut owned,.uovee vauen 147 | 11,396
I‘TXPIOSI"e }1’1‘iva‘t-te]y owned, +.oveerieeans 755 | 40,800
Compounds
» Government ownedy oo .. 12 I 585 |
Total,...... 5,328 | 246,6 2
| |

27. The coundition of the Magazine is much improved, extensive repairs
have been carried out making good ravages of white-ants, &c., but the tiled
roof requires to be replaced.

A new Whatf is being buily and is nearly completed,

The subject of escluding the public from the precinets of the Magazine
is one which, T subwit, should receive consideration. At present, this is
the only portion of Stone Cutters’ Island where the public can land without
special “ Permit”” and when it is considered with what care such like pre-
mises are geuerally guarded, the omission in this case seems to call for
remark.

Isponts anp Exporrs (Orivm) OFFICE.

28. The Return shows that during the year the amount of Opium
reported was as follows : —

T ool cocos00000080000ABA000009AEOAIOO 000000 62,4634 24 chests,
Ixported, ..... 5000 COOO0E 000 00HB5006000000000 88,0234 12
Through ewrgo reported but aot landed,......16,004 -

20,444 Permits were issued frowm this Office being an increase of 1,117
over last year, this is chiefly attributable to removers being now required
to state the hour of removal, so that if two chests arc to be reumoved at
different hours, two Permits are now required.
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A daily Memo. of Export Permits was during the year sent to the
Kowloon Customs Office. By this means, we areable to verify that every
chest for which an Export Permit is issucil has really been exported.

I have the honour to be,
Sit

3

Your most obedient Serviant,

R. MURRAY RUMSEY, Rect. Cow., R.N,,
Huwrbowr Master, &c.

The Honoutahle Francrs Freming, C.M.G.,
Colonial Secretary,
(Eh dc., de.












