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RULES AND HEGULATIONS. 

I. That the SocietY be �t�·le•l Tm: H oxG rw:m G F:XERAL CHA�JBER 
OF Commnc£. 

· 

II. That the ouject of the Chamber ,;hall be to watch over anJ protect 
rhe general intere><t� of Commerce, to collect iuformation on all matters of 
interest to the Mercantile Community, and to use every means within its 
power for the removal of evils, the redress of grievances, and the promotion 
of the common good; to communicate with Authorities and others thereupon; 
to form a code of practice, whereby the transaction of business may be 
simplified nod fncilitated; to receive references, and to arbitrate between 
disputants-the decision�> in such reference to be recorded for future guidance. 

III. That all :Mercantile Firms and persons engaged or interested in the 
Trade of China. shall be eligible for admission a.s .Members in the manner 
hereafter described, aml on payment of $50 for Firms, and $15 for single 
individuals for the current year, and a like Annual Subscription, payable in 
ndvnnce on J �>t .Tnnnary. 

IV. That candidates for admission proposed by one Member and seconded 
hy another shall be- electell at the yearly Meeting by a majority of votes of 
the Members then present, or in the interval, by the Committee, subject to 
<'On firmation at the next ensuing Gencrnl :Meeting. 

V. That voting by Proxy, or hy Members whose Subscriptions are in 
nrren,r, be not nllowell, null that not more than one Member of the same Firm 
be allowed to ,·ote on the same occasion. 

VI. That in the absence from the Colo11y of all the Partners in a Firm, 
1 heir Representative by Power of Attorney shall be entitled to vote. 

VII. That any Member may be expelled from the Chamber on the 
proposition of the Committee communicated t<> all the Members, and i!Onsi­
dered ut a General Meeting, provided that not fewer than two-thirds of those 
present vote for the expulsion. 

VIII. That any number of Members not less than 10 shall be held to 
constitute a Genen�l Meeting called in conformity with the rules of the 
Chamber, whether yearly or special. 

IX. That the Business and Funds of the Chamber be managed by a 
Committee of Nine Members, consisting of Chairman, Vice-Chairman and 
Seven Members, to be elected annually, at the yearly General Meeting of 
the Chamber. Four to form a. quorum, and the Chairman in case of equality 
to have t>he casting vote in addition to his own. 

X. That the Committee shall meet at least once a month, ou such day 
as may be fixed for the transaction of business, and nt other times when 
summoned by the Chairman, or in his absence by the Vice-Chnirmau. The 
proceedings to be laid on the table for the inspection of Members, subject to 
such regulations as the Committee may deem expedient. In cases of the 
non-attendance of the Chn,irman or Vice-Chairman, a ·chairman to be chosen 
h�· the Members present. 
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XI. Tt.nr in case of n Yacancy in the Committee, it shall be filleLI up 

pro tcmpm•e by the Committee until the next General :Meeting; and that 
1hcy have the power to appoint a Sub-Committee from their own number for 
n,ny purpose whatever. 

XII. That a paid Secretary be elected hy the Committee, snch election 
to be subject to confirmation at the next ensuing General }lceting. 

XIII. That the Annual Geneml �{eet.ing of the Chamber shall be held 
in the month of Fchnmry (or as soon thereafter as may be found convenient) 
of each yenr; and thnt Special �Ieetings shall he calle,] by the Chairman, or 
in his absence by the Vice-Chairman, on the reqnisition of any Five Members 
of the Chamber, to be held within ten days snh�eqnent to the receipt of such 
requisition. 

XIV. That all importnnt questions affecting t!Je·Trade of t.he Port, nnd 
its Political or Commercial relations with the Empire of China or with other 
States, may be discnssetl at the Yearly General 1fceting or Special Genernl 
:Meeting for that ·purpose convened, in the manner pro\idcLI for by Rule XIII. 

XV. That the Committee be empowere(l to fmmc By-laws, which shall 
at once come into force, hnt must be presented for confirmation at. the next 
ensuing General :Meeting of the Chamber; and being so coufirmccl, shall be 
eq·nally binding with these Rules upon all l\femher�. 

XVI. That the Funds of the Cha.mber shall be paid into one of the 
Eanks under an account to be openecl by the Committee, and that all Cheques 
shall be signed by the Secretary to the Chamber, conntcrsigncd by the 
Chainnan or Yice-Chairman, or in their absence by one of the ·committee; 
that all disbursements shall be sanctioned by the Committee at their ordinary 
:Meeting's, and that an account shall be audited by two Members of the 
Chamber and laid before the yearly General Meeting. 

XVII. That a yearly Report of the proceedings, he preparetl, and, after 
being approved at a Gcnernl Meeting, printed :ll�tl circulated. 

XV Ill. That the above Rnles be added to or altered only hy a majority 
of the Member.:; of the Chamber present at a General Meeting, ten days' 
notice having been given of the proposed alteration. 

XIX. That the foregoing Rules be pl'inte:l, and an anthenticnted copy, 
subscribed hy each :Member on admission, be kept as part of the records of t he 
Chamber. 

I. The Office shall be open daily from Koon to l o'clock r.M., wl1en 
the Sec retary shall be in nttendance, nnd ready to communicate with any 
Member reqnirin�r information or access to the HecordR of the Chamber. 

j _______________________________ ________ � 
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H. The Secretary shall 

'
attcml nil Meetings (inchuling those of the 

ArLitmtion Committee, if required), keep a journal of all proceedings, take 
clutrge of nil documents, keep the accounts of tbe Chmnber, collect Statistics, 
prepare Statements of Tr:ulc, conduct ami keep copies of correEtpomlence, autl 
nttcntl to such other duties as may Le required hy the Committee. 

I I I. All Communications shall l:e rcceh·ed nutl nus�cred through the 
Chainnnn, \'ice-Chairman, Ol' Sccretnry. 

IV. No documents belougiug to the Chamber shall he removed during 
Office hour�, uor shall any minute of its proccedingH he mntlc public without 
n n order of the Committee. 

V. Notice of any propo�ition or lmsine�s to be laid before the yearly 
Geueml Meeting, or any Special Meeting, shall be given to the Secretary at 
least forty-eight hours before the Meetiug, who, in the circular calling such 
Meeting, will state the business or proposition, and by whom to be brought 
forward. 

VI. The means to proYide a suitable EstaLlishment, and to defrn.y ex­
penses in addition to the Subscriptions fixed by Rnle 3, shall Le raised in the 
following manner :-By the sale of �tatcment:; of Trnuc, by fees on ArLitra­
tion nml Hcferences, Ly fees for certified copies of the Heconls nnd other 
Documents in tbe Archives of the Chamber, anu by Yoluntary gifts and con­
tributions either in money, maps, books, or anything which may Le useful to 
the Institution. 

Vli. The Committee shnll appoint every yenr fi,·e from their number, 
three of whom in regular sncce�>sion shall be the Acting Committee, to decide 
on nil cases submitted to the Arbitration of the Chamber, whose functions 
shall continue so long as any Lnsiness hrougilt Lefore them during their period 
of sen•ice is undecided. 

VIII. The McmLers of the Arbiiration Committee shall he entitled to a 
Fee of not less than :5'5, and not more than $:20 each, and the Chamber to a 
.Fee (in additiou) of not less that $10, and uot more than $100, 011 C\'ery case 
suLmitted to the nrLitrntion of the Chamber. The amount to be regulated hy 
the Arbitrntion Committee, according to the importnnce of the case an�l the 
time occupied therein, subject to an appeal to the General Committee, whose 
decision on the amonut shall be final. 

IX. The Disputants in an Arbitration case shall he held to gnnrontee 
the fees jointly and seYerally to the Chamber. 

X. The .Arbitration Committee shall appoiut its own Chairman and 
confiue its functions to cases when its intervcution or ndvice is requested, anJ 
on no occasion shaH it. proceed with any case unless all  the parties subscribe 
a Bond making the award a Hnle of the Supreme Court. Printed forms of 
such Bonds legally prepared, shall be kept for the iuformation of Members 
who may have occasion to resort to the Chamber for Arbitration: 11;11d the 
Committee shall not arbitrate upon, nor take auy cognizance of, tiny dispute 
whntcYer, unless one of the parties interested therein be a }lcmber of the 
Chamber. 

XI. That in the e>ent of any que!"tion as to tbe construction or applica­
tion of these By-L1�ws, the General Committee shall hnve power to decide 
the same, submitting the matter to the next General .Meeting of the Chamber 
for its final decision, 
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SCALE OF COMMISSIONS AND BROKERAGES 

adopted by the Jlo11[Jiwng Ueurml Cltambr1' qf Commrree, 
at tlir lw((-yearly llleeti11g lirld on Ap1·il 30tlt, 1872. 

CO�IMfSRIOXS. 

P111:cbasing ot· selling Ten, Haw �ilk, nnd Cotton, . ........... 3 per cent. 
, nny of above, if as retmn� for Goods sold, ........ . 2* 
, or 'selling Opium, ....................................... 2 • 

, or selling nil othet· Goods nml Prot.lnce, Ship>' } ii 
rmd Real Estate., ..... ...... ......... ........ . 

, and selling Shares m.'foitocks, ................ ........ 1 
Inspecting Tea or Silk, ..................... ........................ 1 
Guaranteeing Sales, . ....... . . . . . ........... . ........................ 2� 

, Remittance�<, . .. ... . ...... . .. .... . .... .... .. ...... ... I 
Drawing or endorsing Bills of E;-.;changc, ........ ............... ] 

, or negotiating Bills of Exchange without recmuRe,. ·.1· 
Purchasing or rcnlisiug Bnllion or BiiiR of Excl�:lngc . ....... [ 
Remitting the Proceeds of Bullion or Bills of Exchnng<', .. . � 
Paying and re('eiYiug Money in Current Accouut, ........ .... } 

, Sllip's Disbursement�, ................. ....... . ..... . . ..... 2� 
_Collecting Freight, .. .................. .. ... . ... ..... ... .-............ 2� 

Obtaining Freight or Charter, . .. . ....... . , ........................ 6 
,, , ot· , nnd collecting same Freight, . . . 6 

A.tjusting Iusurnnce Claims ou Amonut RecoYerc.l, ............ 2� 
Effecting Iusnrance, on the lnsnrcd Amount, . . ... . ............ 4· 

" 

" 

, 

, , 

" 

" 

" 

, 
,. 
" 

" 

" 

)) 

" 

" 

" 

" 

Prosecuting or defending succel'sfnlly Claims, either at Law t , 
or b)' .. Arl)itrntiou, . ............... . .. . ... . . . . ................ . J tJ " 

Prosecuting or defending unsucce�sfully, ......... ... ............ 2-Jr , 
Managing Estates ami collecting Hent:>, . ..... . ............ ...... 5 , 
Tmn�hippiug and forwarding Jewellery, and Bnlliou,........ i , 
Forwardiug or transhipping Cargo, ........ .. .. . .......... .. .. .... 1 , 
Transhipping or forwnnling Opium, ........... ....... ......... . .. $:2 per chest. 
Goods withdrnwn or re-shipped, . . ..... . ... .... ......... . ........ . � Commission. 
Grahting I.etters of Credit, . .... . .. . ......... ...... . .... . ...... . . . 1 per ceut. 
For doiug ship's business wheu 110 inward or outward Com-l !W cents }lCI' 

mission is enrnod, ........... . ..... ....... ..... . ....... . . ...... J Hcgister to11. 
The couYersion into Hongknug eutTen<·y of stcrliug freight inward to Hong­

kong, payable in Hongkon�, :d11dl, uuless c;therwise st.ipulated, be mnde 
at the rate for Bank Bills on Lr.ndon pnyahle on demnml; nnd the rate 
ruling at the close of a mail shall he the rntc a.pplicnLie to such pmpo�e 
durin�r the subsequent week. 

BROKEHAC�EB. 

Rills aud Bullion . ................. ...... ....... . . . � f!Cl' <'Cnt. Pu�·aLic l•y S eller. 
Produce & General Mcrchandi�c, . . .... . ...... ·!, , 
Fire Arm.-, . ... ... . . . ....... ..... ...... .... . . ... . . 1 - , 
For negotiating: and

, 
c?mpletiug Chnrters 11 nnd procur1ng li re1ght, .. .......... ...... f " 

" 

" 

" 

Shares i per cent. on the amoun_t of } . 
:.��?,. ��.�:1.��:1.�.���:1.�� .. i.'�. ���.�.���.���� Payable by l•oth side�. 

" 

,. 

hy Ship. 



JUNUTES of the ready Ueneral Jleeting of the 1-Io�GKO�G 
GENEHAT. CuA:-.rmm OF CoMMEI<CE, held on t!te 20th March, 

1891, fol' t!te J7U1'}_Jose of 1'eceicin,q the Report of the Committee 

and pas�ing t!te ,')'eCI'etary'� Accounts for the year ending 31�t 

Decembe1·, 1 &90. 

p,.esent :-

1\fR. E. 1\iAcKINTOSH (Chairman), Honourable J. J. KESWICK. (Vice· 
Chairman) fionoumble P. RYRIE, Honourable T. H. 'WHITEHEA D, 1\lessrs. 
\V. H. l!'oRDES, R. M. GRAY, H. HoPPIUs, St. C. MICHAELSEN (CoruMIT'rEE), 
G. DE CaAMPEA.Ux, G. SaA&r, C. A. ToMES, G. \VrELER, J,. PoESNECKER, 

H. W. DicK, and F. HENDERSON (Secretary). 
The minutes of the last annual meeting aud of the special meeting held 

for the election of a membe1· of the Legislative Council were taken as rcall 
and were confirmed. 

The election of the following as members of the Chamber wn.s con­

firmed :-Messrs. The Bank of China, Japan and the Straits Limited, 
CnATER and VERNON, \V. H. YouNG, E. and S. Co xoN, CowAsJEE 

PALLANJEE & Co., ·MING KEE HoNG, \Vy SrNG HoNG, YuEN FAT HoNG, 

CoHEN and GEORG, JoSEPH and LEVY, H. Z. JusT, G. H. Po·rTs, E. C. RAY, 

T. I. RosE, and G. D. Sco'rT. 
The CHAIRMAN-Gentlemel;, we haY� met to-clay to receive the report 

of your Cowruittee for the lasL tweh·e moutlis. ·It is a document that does 
ll()t possess many features of very grc:�t iutcrcst. Still , there are some 
subjects which I think merit attention at your hands, The first subject is 
the Convention between the Chinese Government and the Telegraph Com­
panies. 'rh is Co11vent ion, ! am bn.ppy to say, is, I think, not only scotch eel 

but killed. We sec from the public }JI'ints that it is contemplated a line of 

cable shonlu be laid between America and Jap;m vi<Z Honolulu. This will 

help, I hope, to cheapen the rates that are charged for telegraphic messages, 

but I hardly think we shall be on au economical platform as regards cost 
of messages until we have the land lines between China n.nd Europe. With 
these I think we should be faidy safe, in consequence of the competition 
we might expect, and also owing to lanu lines being less expensive and less 
costly to keep up. The next subject we deal with in our report is the 

I 
I 
j 
I 
I 
J 
I 
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Additional Arti

_
cles in the Chefoo Convention and the opening of Cbung· 

king. The fiasco, as I may call it, that has developed from this Convention 
is a matter for the deepest regret. I think, however, it is no use to blame 
Her Britannic Majesty's Minister for the want of success, for no doubt be 
has instruc-tions from the home Government and ba-s to follow them. Still, 
after the privilege of open trade to Chungking had been grantlld it seems 
very regl'ettable that it should be whittled down to tradt� in native boats, 
or if in foreign owned boats, still boats of native pattern I do not think 
the outcome of their diplomacy redounds at all to the credit of the British 
Government. My own opinion is that the special privileges we are supposed 
to have acquired by this Convention will amount to vary little, and that 
they will not tend much to develop the trade of that particular district, of 
which we were so hopeful. It also appears to me that the Imperi:tl Govern­
ment of China have little ability to control Chinese offich�ls at a distance 
from Peking, for owing to obstacles apparently thrown in the way by these 
native authorities at a distance the possibility of trade on the Upper 
Yangtsze has been de11troy.:ed. It strikes me, however, thc\t if the British 
Government had shown greater firmness iu this matter with the Central 
Authorities we should have obtained the rights and concessions th:�t were 
originally granted by the Chefoo Convention. I must say I feel strongly 
in the matter, and I think you will agree with me that the British trade of 
China was not built up by such a vacillating and weak policy as has been 
displayed in  this instance. However, the matter is finished and we must 
just accept the inevitable. The next point the Committee refer to in the 
rep<awt is the OrJinance to amend the law ·relating to the registration of 
trade marks and the Ordinance relating to ft·audulent marks on merchandise. 
Notwithstanding the recommendation of your Committee the Government 
thought fit to pass a law relating to fraudulent m�rks on merchandise, 
although they have no machinery to cany out this particular law; they 
have no power wba.tever to enforce it, and it appears to me a consideralJle 
wast.e of ener¥y to encumber the statute book of this Colony with laws that 
are inoperative. The next subject is the emigration of coolies from Swatow 
to British North Borneo. This para.graph touches an explanation due to 
the Consul at Swatow. In the corresponJence published with the last 
report we touched on this subject, and what was said appears to have given 
the Consul a certain amount of umbrage, or rather be took exception to it. 
I may say that notwithstanding this so-called free emigration from Swatow 
not a single. native can he despatched to British North Borneo under the 
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British flag, though the Dutch Government have secured the privilege, 
presumably under some agreement with China, for regulat· departures to 
take place from Swa.tow to Sumatra. Oue would think that under t.he 
favoured nation clause Great Britain was entitled to the same privilege, 
but app!wently it is not given; the officials apperLr to be unable to obtain 
any such facilities for British North Borneo, though the country is cla­
mouring for this particular class of labom, au{l I think the Government of 
British North Bomeo would gladly accept any of the restrictions or regula· 
tions that have been applied itr the case of the emigration to Sumatra in 
order to obtain similar privileges. We now come to the Lighthouse Board. 
'rhis is a subject that has engaged the attention of yom Committee for 
some time anu has been a matter of representation to several successive 
Governors. And now I must trouble you with some statistics that will 
present the matter in a pmctical form. From returus furnished by the 
Government we find th!l.t from tbe 1st January last year to the 31st March, 
a period uf three months, light dues \Vere collected to the amount of 
�8,119.99. Ou the lst April t.he dues were increased on account of the 
Gap Rock Light, and from the 1st �pril to the 30th November the dues 
collected amounted to S56, 117.64 making a total of $64,287.63 fur eleven 
months. There is one month more wanted to complete the year, which 
may be estimated at $7,000, so that in round numbers we may say the total 
collection of light dues for t be j·ea.r amounted to $71,000. On a similar 
basis we may take it thttt each twelve months that these inct·eased dues 
a1·e in force a revenue of $85,000 will be C(lllectecl, so that at the end of 
1892, and including last year, the total receipts will a.mvunt to a�out 
8241,000. That is in three years. Now if we refer to another report, also 
furnished by the Government, we find that the cost of the upkeep of the 
present lighthouses is about $6,600 a year. For three years that would 
make a disbursement of $19,800. I do uot suppose the Gap Rock light­
house will be finished and in working order until February or March next. 
If we add to that the expenditure for the upkeep of the Gap Rock Light, 
say $4,200 which should be ample, and add further the capital cost of that 
light, which is not stated, but put it at S 160,000; and add furth�r the cost 
of the cable which we recommend, say $70,000; and we have a tot-al 
disbursement of $254,000. The whole of that will be recouped to the 
Government by the additional levy at the end of February or March 1893. · 

I think I need hardly point out that the success, prosperity, and well-being 
of this colony depends solely upou its shipping; iu fact it is its life-blood. 
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Out· lanth:tl propert.y, our revenue,; from rent, auu everything else is sub­

suvieut to the shipping. Our vet·y hopes of becoming a manuf<\cturing 

centre in the futut·a depend upon our shipping. Each vessel that passes 

through this harbout· adds to the income of the commet·cial community of 

this place to an extent that would hardly be crediteu by a. casual observet·. 

I maintain therefore that it is the first duty of every colonist to attl'act as 

far as he possibly can and not repel the shipving of this colony. If possible 

we should do away with all official charges of every kind, uot only light 

dues, but dues of every kiud, and make the place so that it should be widely 

known throughout the worlu as absolutely free. (Applause.) Shipping 

then would see this was a useful centr<.>, when we gave all the<�e facilities, 

and it would increttse beyond what it now is. Our contempla.ted manu­

fn.cturing indnstrios would benefit by out· capacity to receive raw products 

and ship the manufactured at-tide to every pot't in the world at cheap rates. 

The amouut t·eceived from the levy of these light dues is ettr-marked as 

distinctly as auy fund can be. 'l'he dues are levied for a Rpecific purpose ; 

to collect
. 
more than is ausolutely necessary for the ca.r.ital cost of these 

lighthouses aud for their upkeep is distinctly bad. It is not ordinary re­

venue. At home I think I alll right in stating, they have endeavoured as 

far as they possibly ca.n to assimilate tbe income to the expenditnre. In 

fact I believe that every year an independent Board makes a calcuh\tion of 

what the probable income will be, based on the prev ions year's receipLs, 
and if the receipts exceed the expenditure a reduction is m;tde, so as to 

uriug about equilibrium. And I have seen it stated that there is a strong 

move.�nent at home to abolish the collection of light dues altogether and 

throw the cost of maintaining the lights on Lhe imperial revenues of Great 

Britain. So we see what t.he feeling at borne is on this subject. 

Honourable P. RYRIE-In Amet·ica I uc>lieve there are no light dues. 

The CHAIRMAN-That I don't know. Pnrhaps Mr. Fl•RBES can tell us. 

Mr. FoRBEs-I don't know. 

The CHAIRMAN-Well, what have we done? We have levied these 

dues, and the amount collected from 1875 to 1889 
.
has been not only suf­

ficient to extinguish the en pilal cost but we have piled up a fund which if 

invested would be sufficient to pay for the upkeep of all the lighthouses i n  

perpetuit!. This fund, I a m  sorry t o  say, has been merged i n  the general 

rtlvenues of the colony, so that. it is lost to the community, lost i n  the sense 

that it cannot now be used to grant to the shipping those facilities for 
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which I strongly contonl1. His Excellenc.v the Go.vemor asked lhnt it. 

should be pointed out to him wherein n J;ighthouse Board· could do better 
tbnu the Government. ·It is herein that. the Government has done ill. A 
Board such as your committee propose woul<l have brou ght forcibly to the 
notice of the Government the diversion of the fund that has been going on 

for the past sixteen yPars ; thPy would, more persistently than has been 
clone in the past., have shown the unwisclom of this proceeding ; they would 
have impressed on each successive Governor that the original le\·y was 
made on the disti11ct understanding that. wheu th e  original cost of the 

ligh thouses was recouped the clues were to IJe reduced or were to cease. 

Recently, ou the imposition of the Gap Rock ligh t dues, the question was 

a gain raised, and His Excelleucy for himself recognised the justice of a re· 
d uction in the amount as soon r.s the lighthouse was lJaiU for. Will his 
successor recogn ise i t ? At whose suggeslion were these lighthouses built? 
Not at the suggest ion of the Govf'rnmeut, !.Jut that o f  the commercial 
community. 

Honourable P. RYRIE-The Chamber of Commerce. 

The CHAIRMAN-Yes, the commercial community represented hy the 

Chamber of Commerce. The Government if left to itself would have done 

n othing. Surely the presence of the unofficial members of the Legislative 
Qouncil as advisers to His Excellency is a sufficient parallel for the neces. 
sity of an advisory Board to allvise Hit� Excellency ou this subject- ; and I 
hope we shall see a fmther development fr0m this Board and that it will 
take the shape of a H!lrbour Board also. Of course we cannot find t\ny 
fault with the officials. I have not found any fault with them. How can 

they be expected to know accurately the wants of the Colony ?  I have dealt 
with this subject at some length and 1 hope the new committee will take it 

up, os I consider it is one of the first impqrtnnce to the Colony. The next 
quest.ion mentioned in the report is that of direct cable communication 
with Gap Rock. I think it goes without saying that when we get this 
valuable l ighthouse it will IJe absolutely necessary and essential that we 
should have direct communication with it. Survey of the coast of China. 

-This, I t hink, we may com;ider iu rather an unsati!lfactory state. We 

appear to go by fits and starts. At one time the Navy give us  vessels, at 
another time they take them away, just ns seems to suit them, but I think 
the community would be glad to see a continuous survey until the survey 

of the coast was complete. 'l'hc Pinnacle Rock Fund follows the question 
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I have just spoken on. This funu, which is a v;thmble one I think fot· 
helping and assisting the survey, has not been touched upon for want of 
any vessels to carry out the survey. ·with regard to local weather signals 
we have endea.voUI·ed, as you w ill see, to make tLem more suitable to the 
Colony, and by the courtesy of Commodore Church we have been enableu 
to obtain certain privileges by which warnings are in futnre to be hoisted 
on the Victm· Emamtel. The redttction of postal rates to Europe.-It 

appears this Colony will have to stand the loss, if there should be one, 
consequent on the reduction of postal rates. We tried to see, as far as we 
could, on whom the loss should fall, but in the absence of any accounts 
t.hat are of any ,·alue we were unable to arrive a.t any distinct conclusion, 
but in our reply to the Government it was distinctly pointed out that the 
Continental countries through w hich the letters pass should bear their 
quota ; but uo doubt you will have seen, as I have seen, that tbere is a 

rumour that the Continental countri".'s have aeclinecl to give up one single 
farthing of what is r•aid them for the privilege of passing through their 
countries. The action taken by the Government in this matter I think i s  
rather a le1tp i n  the dark. I t  appears t o  have been forced o n  them b y  the 
home Governmeut in such a way that they bad to come to some decision 
rapidly. This seems rather regrettable, for if more time had been allowed 
we should have been able to discuRs the matter thoroughly and have seen, 
as regards the revenue of this Colony, where the loss should fall. As n. 

matter of benefit for the commerce of this Colony I think there is no doubt 
the more we reduce postage the better. I no\V come to the Sunday labour 
question in the harbour of Rongkong. I think there is very little to add 
on this subject; in fact it has been threshed threadbare. The opinions of 
the Committee, tmd I t.hink of the members, of this ChamlJer are well 
known ; at least, when I say all the members, I menu we took npon our­
selves to consult with those members directly interested to ascertain their 

views, aod they assented to the position yout· cvmmittee took up. Per­
sonally I may say that after that interview we had with a deputation from 
the Mercantile Marine Officers' Associativn many firms i nstructed the capt­

ains of the.regular coasting st�amers that if at any time any of their officers 

should apply to be relieved from the supervision of cargo on Sunday in this· 

harbour their application was to be granted at once, to be freely accorded, 
and if the owners of the other lines of coasting steamers were approached 
I do not think they would hesitate in according the same privilege. But 

��os bearing upon the question of hardship to individual employes I woulq 
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like to say a word. I woulu remind those who a.re ngita.ting the question 
that the men who work on Sunday uo not work every Sunday. They are 
not residents, and it may and does happen that numbers of them, a large 
percentage, of those who pass through this port a.re not called upon to 
work on a. single Sunday throughout the year ; in fact I doubt if the 
number of those officers who do work on Sundays in Hongkong greatly 
exceeds, if it exceeds at all, the number of those who are compelled to 
labour at home on Sunday on what are considered absolutely necessary 
works, taking into account of conrse the difference in the number of the 
populati0n. lu Hongkong the officers seldom have a chance of being 
called upon to work on Sunday, while at home the stationary character of 
the employe gives no such relief. My remarks must be taken simply as 
touching on the hardship to individuals. As to the whole question, I 
thoroughly concur in the statements made hy the c�mmittee of this 
Chamber. "We now come to the Merchant Shipping Amendme11t Act (No. 
2) B:Il. There is really nothing in this that interests us ; it is a subject 
that refers more directly to the home trade than to this Colony. The 
Sbarebrokers' Associa.tion of Hongkong is an institution which I have 
reason to believe will be very useful to that part of the community, and I 
think we may wish them every success. We have hacl one election to the 
Legislative Council, ·that of Mr. WHITEHEAD; aud I think .the Chamber's 
election, if I may be allowed to say so, has been justified by result. One 
subject is omitted from the report, and tha.t is the Nmnoa piracy. No 
mention is maue of this simply because it has never been brought before 
the Committee officially, but speaking for myself I think if the powers of 
the Executive were enlarged so that reudition to the Chinese authorities of 
native criminals, not politicn.l, might be made easier and less expensive �ban 
at present we should do much not only to rid the Colony of a class of inha­
bitants that are a danger to the community, but we should also save a very 
considerable expense, and I think some system surely could be devised that 
would enable us to weed out these bad ch!\racters without trenching on the 
liberties of bona. fide residents and the good and true men of the Colony. 
I think if we pursue some such course we should induce the Chinese 
authorities to take up more heartily than they have hitherto done the 
suppression of piracy in Chinese waters. At present if a man in Hong­
kong is wanted by the Chinese authorities all manner of formalities have 
to be gone through and great expense incurred. This disheartens and 
disgusts the Chinese authorit-ies and possibl! cauRes them to be more 
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lethargic i n  their action when we place any measure lJcfore them rcquire<l 
for the suppression of piracy in their waters. I may say precautions taken 

by shipowners are all very well up to a certain point., but there are limits 
to such precautions, and wLon you get ueyond tbrse limits you cannot 
depend upon any effective remeJy Leing applied by the shipowner. I don't 

know whether it is the custom on these occasions, but perhaps I ma.y be 

n.llowed to say a few words on what I may call the legitimate trade of this 
Colony for the past year. Frr.m the native point of view it has been 
exceedingly bad. They have suffered a baJ harvest ; their tea aud silk 
industries also have not paid. The tea trade appears likely to become a 
thing of the past. Unless some t·emedy be applied by the Imperial Gov­
ernment of China to stop the decay that is going on the tea trade a.ppears 
to rue almost a hopeless institution .  There i s  o nly one remedy, and that 
is the abolition of the lekiu. If that (•ourse were adopted hy the Govern­
ment of China no doubt we shoulu see tbe  tea trade reviH•, for although 
there is, no doubt, a certain fashion in tea drinking at home still the main 
question that undel'lies the whole matter is the question of cost. If we 
cannot lay clown teas at a price equal to those of the free countries of 
Ceylon and India we may as "· ell shut up. With regard to foreigners, 
trade I am afraid has partaken very much of the nature of gambling. 'rbe 
unprece dented and alarming fluctuations of exchange have upset the cal­

culations of the most far-sighted, and I think neither foreigners nor 
Chinese woulu care to see a repetition of 1890. I think it 'vould be well 
for us also t? avoid such inflation as we have seen, inflation of ideas I may 

say, Wheu we take stock of otir status and prospects we are apt during 
each sanguine period to mistake the shadow for the substance, which is 
not only misleading to those wlto listen but hurtful to ourseh-es, for if 
taken at our word the consequences are serious. Better therefore for us  
not to brag but take the measnre of  our state from the legitimate uueiness 
of the Colony aml not those queBtionaule adjuncts which really add nothing 
to our commerc!al prosperity. Gentlemen, that is all I have to say except 
that the accounts appear to be satisfacto ry and call for no remark. I will 

now move the adoption of the report and accounts and will ask one of you 
to second it, but before putting it to the meeting I will be glau to bear 
any remarks you may have to make. 

Honourable P. RYRIE--I have much pleasnre in seconding the adop­
tion of the report and accounts. 
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Hououmulc J. J. K!!:SWicK-Gentlemeu, b<:fore the motion for the 

adoption of the report and accounts is submitted to the meeting I should 

like to express my a ppreciation of the very interesting remarks made.by 

the Chairman on this occasion. He has touchetl o n  a g reat many points 

which are of the utm.ost interest to the members of this Chamber antl the 

community at large. I will not follow him through his long address, but 

I think I will be echoing the feeling of the members when I sa.y we all 
agree in the note of warning he gave us to abstain from unuue inflation, 

and to avoid in periods of iu flatiou lllistak iug the shadow for the substance. 
I nm sure then:l has been a great deal of that i n  Hongkong and we would 

do well to husband to the best of om ability those sources of legitimn.te 

tnvle profit that we have. 

Mr. SHARP-Sir, I think we are all of one opinion in reference to the 

concluding words of your address. I th i nk we are now suffering the 

anticipated re<�ctiou to which we have been looking forwa.nl for three years 

past. There has been in this Colony <t sp irit of gambling and inflation 

which has Leen very much ueplored by some, especially those of us who on 

account of our seniority have seen these things again and again in other 

parts of the wol'ld. 'rhere is only one outcome to that spirit of unfair and 

untrutliful, u tterly untruthful, inflation which has marked the last three 

years, and the influence of which I consider has not been l imited in its clisas­

trou;; bearings to the trade of this place, for I think it has had a most 

di sast1·ous influence also upon the cha.racter of a large number of people. 

I think we are responsible for the mad and headlong career of the Chinese 

in the gambliug, the sheer gambl ing, of the last three years. It coulll 'hot 

have taken place if we a.ll had exercise(! proper influence, esr,ecia.lly those 

of us who arc from our years ent it.bl to exercise it, nnd if we had in an 

independent anu truthful manner spoken what we believetl and spoken 

loud enough to be hearJ. 'Ve ha\'e whisperetl it again antl again among 

ourselves, and we have smiled and- pocketed the money ! 'Ye lmve smiled 

and pocketed the Ulonev, and that contritl'y to warning from one and from . . . 
auothcr. I th in k that we have lost character a.t home and throughout 

Europe, and I think the wea-k ness and depression from which we are now 

suffering has been the natural, the legitimatt>, and the rigl1t outcome of 

our doings. I hope anJ trust the young men or . Hongkong will learn a 

lesson fro m  the present state of things to avoid that which has been the. 

ca.use. I have seen these things again and again since l8H, when banks 

were bankrupted i n  Enghtud lJy the railway mania, I l•ave seen these 
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manias in India and here in Hongkoug repeatedly, n.ud I think nothing 

could be more astonishing than the prott·acted period during which this 

gambling was sustained. It lasted for fully three years. I think we must 

not be astonished at the present state of things. But I for one do not 

· doubt the future of Hongkon� by any meal1s. I believe the trade of the 

place exists as it has done from the beginning and it is bound to increase. 

Our steamet· lines are constantly increasing and I look forward with con­

fidence to n. large accession of interest in this pla.ce from the arrival of 

travellers from all parts of the world, which will be Leneficial in one way 

and another. We have now abundance of l.10tel accommodation and house 

accommodation, and I think it is well for the Colony ; in fact that is one 

of the consolations we have for the past inflation. Nothing Lut the past 

inflation would have produced such a.ccommodation as we have to offer to 

our visitors, whom we are expecting in a few days, the first instu.lment of 

170 passengers by the Empress of India, and I hope they will take away a 

good account of this place and send 1,700 wore. I think we have to thank 

you, sir, for having drawn our attention to the most important point 

referred to in the report. 

The CHAIRMAN-If there are no further remarl\s I will now pnt the 
motion for the adoption of the report. 

Carried nem. con. 
The next business was the election of the Committee. 

The CHAIRMAN-said he was rathet· diffiueut about making the sug­

gestion that the Committee should be elected en bloc, Lecause it looked like 

presenting a. ticket, but it would save a great ucal of time. The old Com­

mittee had cousentt.>d to serve, if elected, with the exception of Mr. T. 

JacKsON and Mr. A. P. 1\fAcEwEN, who were absent, an
'
d in their places 

Mr. F. DE Bovrs and Mr. C. J. HoLLIDAY had consented to serve. 

Honourable P. RY&IE-said he thought it wonlll be a good thing to 

adopt the suggestion and this course was agreed upon. 

The following were then unanimously elected as Lhe new Committee : 

-Messrs. W. H. FoRnEs, R. M. GRAY, H .  HoPPrus, F. DE Bov1s, Hon. 

J. J. KEBWICK, u. J. HOLLIDAY, E. MACKINTOSH, ST. c. lV!ICRAELSEN, 

Hon. P. RYRJE. 

Honoural.Jie T. H. ·WHITEHEAD---I have great pleasure m proposing 

that Mr. MacKINTOSH be asked to serve as Chairman of this Chamber for 
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the ensuing year. He has reuuereu vn.luu.ble services a n\1 we coulu uol do 
better than re-elect him. 

C:�.rried by acclamat.ion. 

The CHAIRltrAN-Gentlemen, I feel very highly gratified by the com. 
pliment you have paid me. If I h<1VO succeeded in doing my duty to your 
sat.isfaction it has added very much to my pleasure. I shall have much 
pleasure in doing what I eau to assist the commerce of t·his Colony, which 
has been a kind of hobby of mine since I have been here. 

Mr. SHARP-I beg to propose that Mt·. KEswicK be elected Vice­
Chairman. 

Honourable P. RYRIE-seconded. 

Carried. 

Honourable J. J. KEswrcK-Gentlemen, I am very much obliged to 
you. There is really very little left for any oue else to do with Mr. AhcK­
INTOSH in the chair, but what there is I shall be glad to do. 

Honourable T. H. WHITEHEAD-Bcfot·e we sepan1.te, I think perhaps 
the Ch11mber might do something in the way of strengthening the bands of 
the unofficial members of the Legislative Council in connection with the 
monstrous injustice of the Imperial Government on the subject of the 
military contribution. A good deal was said on the subject yesterday, so 
I will not trouble you with any more to-day, but I think possibly the 
Chamber might call the public meeting whieh has been suggestr.d by Mr. 
RYRIE. 

The CHAIRliiAN-·I think the quest ion you have brought to our notice 
1s worthy of enwy consideration, bnt as it is a matter that will requit·e a 
little thought, I think a meeting of the new Committee 11au better be held 
as soon as possible to consiuer the whole qucstiou, and then they will give 
you their views as to what course should be pUI:sued. 

The meeting then terminated. 

-t-

• 



Repo·rt of t!te ( 'o111mittee of tlte Ho:\G KO�G GEl\ERAL CriA:\tBlm 
OF CoMMERCE, for tlie Year ending 31st December, 1890, 

presented to the Jfembers at the An11ual Meeting, held on 

F1·iday, the 20th .J!arclt, 1891. 

Convention between the Chinese Government and 

the Telegraph Companies. 

Tltc po�ition of affairs a,; regard,; the much di�cussell action on the part 

of the Telegmph Companic� hns not ma-terially clmngetl since last year inas­

much m; np to the present time the Con ,·oution remai u :;  unmtifietl. Your 

Committee con�itleretl tlmt probably the mo�t effecti ve manner of opposing 

the Convention wonl.l he n. direct appea l to Her Maje:;ty. A Petition was 

nccordiugly llrawn up, ami a.n ill\·itation to ot.hcr Chambers in China anJ 

Japan to co-operate met with a. rca1ly response. The Petition pm yell tltat 
Iler :M!Ljesty wonlu l•c gmc:ionsl,v pleased lo withhoU her sanction to the 

J'(ttificntion of the Convention, allll among other contention:; prom inence was 
�ivcn to the fact thn.t any approach to g ranting n. tnouopoly ot· cxcl ns iYe pri-

.. . 

Y i leges wa:; calcnlatcJ to endanger the right 5 conveyed hy the " most favonretl 

Nation " cl:tnse in t.he cxi�r ing Tre:ttie>< hctween Her :Majesty and the gm­

peror of China. The Chmnbcrs of .Amo,,·, Foochow, llankow, Hiogo, Slmng· 
hai, Tientsin and Yokolmma snpporte•.l the Petition which was widely cir- . 
cnlatetl and, us sltewn in anuexed copies of correspondence, generally approvctl 

of. The Petit ion wns fonnmlc:l through the Local Government nml duly 

ackuowletlgcu el icit ing the following- remark� from the Hight Hononrnble the 
Secretary of State for the Colonic� a:< detailed in the Colonial Secretary's 

letters of 29th October, and 22ml Kovcmbcr " That tlte que:<Lion of the Con­

" vention between China and the Telegraph <.:ompanies is now in abeyance, 
" and the representations of your Chamber on the �ubject will be considered 

" by Her }fajesty's Govemment," and " That the quc:>tiou of the Convention 
" mauc in IH87 bet wceu the Chinese Govemment aml tltc Telegraph Com-
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" pnnies is 11<.'\Y in n.bcy:tuec, am! that the prcrcscnt:itions of the Petitioners 
« will he considered hy Her Majesty's Govemment.' ' (Appendix A.) 

Additional Articles ia the Chefoo Convention 

(Opening of Chungking). 

The ntlnmtages that might nflturally be expeCtetl to follow the opening 

of another Port to fomign tra:lc promise to he greatly minimizc1l by the res­

trictiYc conditions wit.h which the trade of Chungking is hamperetl, t ltc em­
ployment of steame1·:; not being permitted. The Committee when correspond­

i ng with London on the snhject �trongly tleprecntet! relinquishing t.he right 

of free navigation of the Cppcr Yangtsze, and regretted tiw.t Her }Iajest.y';; 

Mini�ter at Peking was, apparently, not i 1�strncted t.o oppose the Yacillnting 

ant! . temporising pol icy of the Chinc:;c GoYcrument who:;e persisteut oh­
strnctivcnef<s at ·c,·ery st.age of the proceedings sccm·e1l them a diplomatic 

victory which will  certainl.v not Hmooth the way for further negotiations at a 

future date. Your Committee also regret that the invaluable rights which 

were confenetl by the Chinese GoYernment under the Chefoo C01n·ention 

that the Port of Chungkiug should he opeu to fore ign commerce 011 a steamer 
beiug able to euter that Port :<honltl lmve Leen so lightly ahamloncd by the 
British GoYernment. (.Appentl ix H.) 

.Ordinances to amend the Laws relating to the regis­

tration of Trade Marks, and to Fraudulent 

Marks on Merchandise. 

The Committee in replying to a request hy Hi:; Excellency the Governor 
t o  express their views on the abo,,e Ortlinauces �tated, as regards the first 

they were inclined to think increased legislath·'e powers in that direction 
· hanlly necc��ary. It appeared to them that to carry out the objects con­

templated in the Ordinnncc with perfect efficiency would require the main­
tenance of a Staff and involve·. an expenditure incompatible with the trade 

requirements of the Colony. An clahorat.e system of registmtion in the 
United Kingdom gives protection to the owners of Trade Marks who eau 

further protect themselves here by registration under the existiug Ordinance, 
n!Jd there are at pre�ent no !Mn.l prod11ctions that �tppP�'lr likely to seek special 
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protection. A" reg:mls the seroml 01'1li nance they consitlered it also aimc•l 

at an increased scope of legislative power which in the present position of th�e 

trade seemed hardly require•!. (Appemlix C.) 

Emigration of Chinese Coolies from Swatow to 

�ritish North Borneo. 

Her Britaunic �lnjesty':s Officiating Consul tlrcw the attention of the 

Chamller to an apparent misapprehen�ion that had arisen regard ing the emigra­

tion of Chine;;e Coolies from the above Port to British 1\orth Bomeo by 

British Steamers. He pointed out that at his reqneM. official notices hau been 

posted by the Taotai informing the NntiYcs " thnt t.hey were at perfect 

" liberty to emigrate to that Coun try in Steamers employed hy any Briti:lh 

" :VIerchnnts in Swatow." Notwithstnnding thi� pel'lni;;:>ion no emigrntion 

eau, as ye�, take plnce from �watow. (Append ix D.) 

Lighthouse Board. 

The Committee hn>e contiuncll to impress upon the Go1·emment the 
uesimbility of the appointment of such a Board, arguing that any proposnl 
calculated to promote the interests of Shipping bnsine:<s in Hongkong was 

deserving of e1·cry consideration . The Committee as>�nmeLI that among other 

duties tle1·ol ving upon the Board would he the �npervision of Lighthouse�, 

the r�gnlation and collection of dues, and their approprintion to the specific 

purposes for which they are levi.cd . l t was suggested t.hat the Board should 

comprise of two )fcmhers appointed hy the GoYernmcnt, one of whom should 

always be Chairrnnn, and two others nppointcd \,y this Chamber. The im­

portance of t.he figures in voh·ed i:l ::;hewn in the following Returns ohtained 

from the Government by the Ilononmble PmxE.\S Hnm,: on Lehalf of the 

Chamber. 

Between 187? aml l889 both years iuclusiYe the amount l 
of l 1ght dues colleeted �m;; . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  j $341,6i6.17 

Against expenditure for original cost of Lighthon�es l 
and upkeep during that period ........ . .. . ... . . .  f 161,738.57 

Lenviug a balance of Revenue 
,
over Expenditure of. . . . . . . . .  $179,937.60 
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The qnc�tion of a lloart! wu� fir:;t mooted in the Lcgi�ln l  i ,·e Council on 

12th February, 1 890, and favourably commented on by His Excellency the 

Govemor whose opinions, apparently, ha,·e since materially altered ns in reply 

to a question pnt by the Honourable T. H. WmTEHEAO (the Chamber's Re­

presentative) in the Lcgitilative Council on 5th in>'tnnt Hi>< Excellency 

state1l-

" l will answer that CJlle�tion myself. In reply to the first part I 

'' may say that no steps have been taken. I lmve al:;o to �ay that the 

" Government l1aYe no proposals ancl tliitt they have no intention at pre­

" sent of tak i ng any steps i n  the matter. I enn only tnke up the snhject 

" when it is clearly shown to me-which has not been shown yet-that 

" some work of the Govcmment is ill done which a Lighthouse Bonrt! 

" could do better . I have only had suggestions made to me, hut when 

" I  am convinced it will be my duty to take the matter up fully. I am 

" not yet convinced, and I cannot see that there would be any immediate 

" a.1lvantage hy doing things in the wny you sugge"t." (Appendix E.) 

Direct Cable Communication with Gap Rock. 

The attention of the Go,·crnment was railed to the de:;irallility of con­

necting the Gnp Rock Lighthouse with Hongkoug either by telegraph, or if 

pro.cticable by telephone. Such a connection would possess the double ad­

vnntage of keeping up communication between the Authorities and their em­

ploycs at such times ns the weather rendered ordinary interconrse dange�ous, 

ot· impossible, and of affording early informntion of the approach of \�cssels 

from the Sonth. The expenditure would be considerable but the Committee 

think the entl s aimed n.t would justify a large outlay, the funds for which 

might be easily rai:;ed if !'uch a course was found desirable. From informa­

tion received from Mr. ,h;Dn, :Manager of the Eo.stern Extension Australasian 

and China Telegraph Company, it appears that the most suitable description 

of Cable would cost £ 1 1 ,550, while one of lighter construction could be ob­

tained for £9,650. (Appendix F.) 

Dangers to Navigation close to Gap Rock. 

A. Xotificat ion appeared in the Gorermnent Gazette of 6th September 

ln.st calling attention to the existence of several dangers close to the Gap 
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Hock ami wal'lling �hipmaste r� not to appro:H•h on eidaer side closer than I i 
Cables leugth. Tbe Committee adtlre�sed Commodore CnuncH an the �ub­

ject and were i nformed that  he did not coHKider the rock� referred to n;; 
dangerOll� to nad!!ation. (.-\ pp!'u t l ix (,'.) 

Survey of the Coast of China. 

The Smrey was reue"·rd on the retnrn of I f. }l. �. •' Ramblf'l· '' in 
September when �;he resumed opcratious for a �l;ort time in the Chu�an 
Archipelago. Sbc has since left the �tat ion, hnt will, it i� reported, he replnccd 
h�· H. ::\I. S. " E,qrrirt " 011 her retnrn from thf' So11th. (Appendix l/.) 

Pinnacle Rock Fund. 

The short time rho �m,·e.Ying Ye><�cl remainro l 011 rho St:u ion during the 
past year hartl l_v admitted of any further tli:;trihnti<ms fmm the Fnncl, mHl no 
l'al ls were m:ule npon it. (Appeaulix I.) 

Local ·weather Sig·nals. 

The prc�ent �ystem of Typhoon \\'arniugs tl i:;pla.l·c,J :lt Kowloou h:wing­
Jli'OI'ed iuefficicnt the Committee put them�elves in commnni<'ation with Com­
modore Cm:ncu i n  t.he hope that he mi1£ht lw. Ye i t  in h i -<  power w "npplemcnt 
the present system hy a di�play of Day nnd �ight :-:iignals from II. M. S.  
" Triclo1· l�'mamtcl" indicating the approaeb of bat! wenthcr. Commotlore 
C u u ncH in reply stated that he had no objeetions to repent i ng- the weather 
day signals which mi�ht I,c made from the Oh�ervatory hut he could uot' 
undertake to show any night ,;ignab from hi� ,·c,.:sel as �he i!> �>pecially charged 
with making certain signals at night which together wirh T.1·phoon warniug� 
would lead to confusion . Ili� Excellency the Go,·cruol' hns nlready expres:;ed 
to the Chnmber hi:; dis�nti�faetiou with the working of the Ol oscrvatory ns 

regards Storm 'Varning:;, which the Committee think ought to be the Director 

of the Ohsernttory':-; firi't rrn·c. ( A ppendix .T.) 

Reduction in Postal Rates to Europe. 

The Committee. were asked fo1· an expre�sion of opinion regarding a pro­
poeed reduction in postage!> to Europe (whi<·h has since come in to operation) 
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a_ml st at-ed tll:�t they appro,·ed of the cbauge, on princ iple, :L:; a benefit to tratlc 

and doing away with the anomaly of h ca,·ier rates of postage being charged 

hy Engl ish mail� than hy tho�e of other Countrie�. 'W ith tile men:;re in­

formation in their po�:;c;:�ion they were not in a po� i t ion to express an·y decided 

opinion as to the prohahle e ffects of the prop•);-;ed ebnnge on the reven ue o f  

the Colony 's Postal _!)epm· iment.  It was suggested a� a means of, in a great 

measmc, oln·iating the lo�s or profit 011 exchange to alter t he value of the local 

stamps for bomcwnn l po�tngcs from ' " local euneu<·y "  to " Sterling." The 

necessity of re,luction iu the pt·e:;en t al lowance� to othei· countries tlmmgh 

which letter:; from l loug-kn11g pa:;� was :tl;-;o rcf'erred to. (A ppendix A-.) 

Sunday Labour in the Harbour of Hongkong·. 

The question ha� hccu ('lltTicd considera.hly be_,·oHd the l imit;; of discu:;­

:>iun arrived at when firat brought to the not ice of the Cuamucr hy the ·ne,·. 

�Ir. GoT.oSmTu -two years ago. A tlcputntion from the 13ritish Mercanti le 
Marine Olllcers' Association ad vocat ing tile total stoppage of Sunuay work 

in the Ilarbom waite1l upon the Connnit tce. Tllcy in their reply stated while 
fully sympnthi:sing with those who were endeavouring to nbolisu Suntlay 

labour they were uuahlc to agree with their conteution that the question under . 

existi ug circum�tnnec� wa� ouc for set tlement hy legislatiYe enactment. The 

interest� iuYoh·ed are, iu t h e  opin ion of the Commi ttee, too Ynricd and ex­

ten<lctl to admit of the general aprlicntion of auy la\\' abol ishing !-'llll(�ay 
labour. (Appcudix L.) 

Merchant Shipping Amendment Act (No.- 2) Bill. 

Tile u!Jo,·e Bill h<w ing reference to the shipment of Deck-loads of Timber, 

the treatment of li ,·c cattle a,s Cargo, and D nlkhcad:; for lron Vessels wad 

referred to the Committee. A::: Deck-loath; of Timber, and Sh ipment of l i  ,-e 

cattle, in no way nffeet the tm<le of the Colony, on these poi ut �, tbe Com­
mittee bad no remarks to offer, but a� regards Bulkhead:; in Iron Vessels 

they though t the requirement:; bf the Aet would be su ffi c ien tly cared for by 

the local Snn·eyors in tl.te ordinary course of 
_
their <l u t ies when report i ng ou 

tbe cond i tion of ,-c�scl:; tn11l ing with t his port .  ( A ppendix J/.) 
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· Share brokers' Association of Hongkong. 

The tentative effort::; at organisation referre,l to i n  lnst year's Report havo 
culminated in the establishment of the above Association. The Committee 
have haJ the opportunity of congrntulating the �I em hers on having formed 

themselves into a co-operate body, nml also of expressing · an opinion regard­

ing the proposed Scale of Brokerages w hicll they consider arc equitable and 

suitable to the exist-ing share business in Hongkong. (Appendix N.) 

Correspondence having reference to the undernoted 
Subjects is annexed hereto. 

Commercial Convention between Great 

Britain and Egypt. 

(AppeUtlix 0.)  

Provisional Commercial Ag·reement between the 

Governments of Great Britain and Servia. 

(Appendix P.) 

Suggested Telegraph Line between Cahtis and Calcutta. 

(Appendi x  Q.) 

Rig·hts of Commercial Travellers. 

(Awcudix H. ) 

Leg·islative Council. 

The Honourable A. P. �l.�cEwEx hn,· iug re,;igned on hi:; lca,·iug the 

Colony the Honourable T. 11. "'tnTEHEAV was nominated as his S11ccessor 

1tntl elected at a General Mcet in_g of )iembcrs held on 18th September to re· 

present the Chamber in the Lcgi:;latiYe Cotmcil. (Appendix S.) 
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Committee. 

Mr. JACKSON succeeded Mr. Nour.g on the latter's departure for Europe, 

and Mr. JAci<SON Oil his. dcpartnre wa� 'sncceeJe.l hy Mr. D.: Bons. 

Members. 

During the past year .Mr. W. G. llrtOIHb: rcsiglleJ, and the names of 

Messrs. THE BANK OF Cm:-<A, JAPAN & Tllb:  S ·rnAITS LD!ITEI>, CnATER 

& VERNON, W. II. YouNG, E. & S. Coxox, Co\\'ASJEE PALLANJEE & Co., 

l\IJNG KEE Ho:w, WY S1:w I fo:w, Y�,;Ex FAT HoNG, COHEN & GEOJw, 

.JosEPH & LEvY, H. Z. JusT, G. H. PoTTs, E. C. R.u, T. I. Ros�:, 

G. D. ScOTT, Dr.:xx }l ELBYE & Co. and Ilox<; KO!W, CANTO:\ & MACAO 

STEAmlO.\.T Com'.\XY, Lmrn�ll, have ucen :ttldcd to the list. of members. 

Finance. 

The Accounts huve ucen audited uy }fr. J. TuuJWl:ltX and 1lr. E. w. 

Rr.:TTER. 

The Balance at the credit of the Chamber W;ts :l:213.41l, cxclu;;ivc of 

$.5,250 Oil fixed deposit, and ::::2,35i.25 at credit of the '• Pinnacle Hock 

Fund " :tlso on fixed deposit, hoth :tmounts being in the hands of the Hong­

kong and Shnughai Banking Corporat ion, and bearing interest nt 5 per ceut.. 

per annum. 

The usual stati:.:tics of TraJe together with the Annual Reports of the 

l'ostmaster General a1Hl Ilaruour �fa�tcr are appendcJ. 
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Tut; HOXC1KONG (lES'J-;RAL CHAliBER OF CmiMJ<:RCE IN ACCOUI\T l:URRE1\'l' WITH TH.E :::iKCRETARY. 

To Rent, 12 months, ........ . . . . . . . . . .. . . . .... . . . . .  . 

, ::;e�����-�ri�����-�:::.��-t."!?��: . :��-���-�� .. �: } 
, Clerk's Salary, . • . . . . . .  

, ServantR' \Va�co-, . ...  . 
, Auditor�' l<'ccs, . . . . . . . . 

, Printing Circnlars, ,\:c .. 

, Fixed Dcpo�it"-rc-depo,itc<l, . .. . . . . . . . . . . .. . .  . 

Rentcr's l'olitieaJ Telegram:-;, 
, Printing and Circulat in!! sarut' . .  . 

Suh;cl'iption" to );cw�papcrs, . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  ! 
, Adverti�ing . .  . 

Tclegrn ms, . . . .  . 

, Postage an1l llcceipt :-.trtmps, 1->tationcr.r } 
and Petties, . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  . 

, Lawyer
·
� Fee, . . .  

s 600.00 

1 ,375.00 

;;n.oo 104.00 
40.00 

!l80.!i0 

10!1.1 8  1 3li.40 1 
37.\17 

1 12.oi I -----, 
. . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  : 

3,1i74.60 ii,:loO.OO 
3.720.00 

s:-,;;.62 
100.00 

$t:l, 100.22 Halancc to Nt'w Acconlll, . . . . . • .  ·· ·· · ···· · · · · · · ! 213..18 
$ i 13,lH3.70 

1890. 
Jan . 

to 
Dec. 

By Balance from last Account, . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . ·· 1 
, Subscripti?us of �cmbel;;- llHJO, . . . . . . . • . . . .  $2,23;;.oo 
,. Sales of C1rcular;; m cludmg Postages, . . . . • .  

From lst Oct. to 31st Dec., 1889, S 2!Hi.2i: 
,. 1st Jan. to 30th Sept., 18!1:.!, $ 95ii.O-li ---, 1 ,240.28 :-\�1�script im�s to P�litical 'J:cleg��m�, : · · · · ·  �l!<!.0-1 

, F1xcd Depos1t repaid by Hh . . & S ha1 bank,········ ··· ··· · ! 
12 mouth�' interest on same at ii o/0 • • • • • • • • •  ! . . . . . . . . . . . . . . •  

I_ _ -
,. Interest on C'uncnt Account, ... . . . . .  . 

� 

$ 

( "r. 

$ 22l;.tt 

-;,.;.;; :�:! 
:;,z;;o.l)() 

:luZ.i\11 
I i.ti7 

13,i!l3.i(l 



DEI'J.<:NDE NCIE8 AT DEBI'l' :- By Balance brought down, . . . . .  : . • • . . . . . . . • . . • . .. . . . . . . • • • • . . . . . . . • .  $ 21:!.4S 
Secretary's Rnlary, . . • . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . . . . . • . . . . . . . . . .  $ r.oo.no 

ogp}l;� u J•:NCIES AT CRE D I T :-

For Circular" for quarter cndiu� iHst Dec., I 89(1, . • . . . . . . .  $ ll4�>.:?;; 

By l•'ixcd Deposit with Hongkong ttll•l Shml)!hai Banking l g· •)'O no 
Corporation at 5 °/0 .... . . . .. .. . . . . . .. . . ... . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  f · ·•·-·' · 

=-

" J'JNNACLJ.; ' ROCK " FUND:-

By Fixe<� Deposit w�th H�ngk< ong and Shanghai } $:!,�4:i.IJIJ 
Bankmg Corpomhon nt a /0 .. .. . . ..... .. ... . . . . . .  . .  

12 mouths' interest on same a t  �. 0,'0 .. . . . . . . .. . . . . . . . . . . . . ..  1 1  :,'.2:> 

$2,:ifii.:!fi 

B. J· 0. B. 
Hongkong, :ilst December, Jil!JO. 

J.;xamincd and found correct. 
JOHN J. THURBCHN l . 
K W. RUTTER, ' j  Audit11rs. 

F. IH:NDERSON, 

&·c1·cta1·y. 



i 
I I 

• 



A P P E N D I X .  



r 



[ :� J 

.A. 
llo:-�GKO:SG GEYERAL CHA�IBER o�· C o)mERCE, 

BoNGKOXG, 24th Febrnnry, 1 890. 

SIR,-1 h:we the pleasu:·e to acknowledge receipt of your esteemed 

fa vonr of 1 4t.h instant, a.n,l am di recte,l hy my Committee to thank you for 

Copy of the interesting letter to w.hich it gave cover addresse�l to the Chimt 

Association and having reference to the proposetl Telegraph Convention. 
This Chamber has n.lrea,Jy bc3n in cort'espondcnce with Mr. WM. KESWICK, 

Chairman of the Association, anti also with the London C hamber on the same 

subject which will not. he allowcJ to drop. Our Cbairmnn has received, un­

officially, inform:�.tiou whi:.:h comes from a reliable source and confirms the 

hc1ief cxpress2d in your ia1 •; :t� u.1 lcr rop!y that the Com·entiou has no� yet 

been mtifieJ.-I am, &c., 
F. H E � DERSO�, Secretary. 

GEo. R. ConYEn, :E�·h 
Secretory, SIL\X<HIAI G IDiJ; IU.L CuAMliER Ok' CoMMERCE. 

lloxGKuxG GENER.\L CHAllBEU OF COMl1ERCE, 

HOXl.iKOxu, Hth March, 1890. 

Sm,-ne,·crting to �·our ecltecmed fa,·onr of 14th February, I am now 

directed hy my Committee to ask if yonr C hamber wonlu be inclined to take 

joint action in prusenting n Petition to Her �injesty :ogninst the threatened 

Telegrap.h Cotwen tion therein referred to. 

I t  is proposed to ask the other Cbamhers in China. to join in the Petition, 

and al�o the Chambers in Japan. 

The Petition presented to Her Majesty in the matter of the extraordinary 

privileges granted to subsidised Foreign Mail Steamers in British Colonial 

W nters seems not to h:.we been ineffecth·e, and it is hoped similar results 

would follow in the present c:\SC. 

As prompt action is desirable I shall feel much obliged if you will kindly 

favonr me with an early reply .-I am, &c., 
F. HEKDERSO.N', Sec1'etmy. 

GEo. R. CoRNER, Esq., 

Secretary, SHANGHAI G ENERAL CuAJIBER OF Co:uMEIWE. 
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SnANGIIAI GENERAL CuA�IBEil OF Co)IMEHCE, 

SHANGHAI, 24th :March, 1890. 

Sm,-I am duly in receipt of your letter of 14th March with reference 
to a. proposed Petition from the joint China Chambers of Commerce to Her 
Majesty against the threatened Telegmph Convention which has been sub­

mitted to my Committee who desire me to express their entire concurrence 
with the views expressed in the proposed Pet.ition hut they arc of opinion 
that as a General Chamber of Commerce it is not wit,hin their province to 
join in a Petition to any one Power and that in addressing the Diplomatic 
Botly in the first instance on the subject and after unsatisfactory replies, 
placing the matter before t.he influential Mercantil"e Associations at home 
asking for their assistance in preventing tbe completion of the arrangement 

they have taken the best means in their power to place the position of affairs 
before the constituted nuthoritics.-I am, &c., 

GEO. R. CORNER, Secretary. 
F. HENI>ERSON, Esq., 

Secretary, Ho:wKo:SG GEXERAL CHA)IBER OF CO)HlERCE. 

HoNGKO�G GENERAL CnAMBEI� o•· CoM�tERCE, 
HoNGKONG, 25th March, 1890. 

DEAR Sm,-1 am directed by my Committee to address you in reference 
to a proposed Convention between the Telegraph Companies and the Chinese 
Government which, as no doubt you are aware, has been in course of negotia� 
tion during the past two years, but is supposed to be not yet rn.tified. The 
object of the Convention apparently is to obtain a monopoly of telegraph 
business in China, which woulcl, in nil probability, result in a long continuance 
of the present high scale of charges. The Committee propose addressing a 
Petition to Her Majesty against the threatened Convention and I am directed 

to ask if the question presents sufficient interest or so materially affects the 
trrule of .Japan as to induce your Chamber to take joint action in petitioning 
Her Majesty. On previous occa�ions petitions have been found to be not 
ineffective, and the Committee would be hopeful of similar results in the 
present case. 

Awaiting the plensure of your reply-! remain, &c., 
F. HENDERSON, Secretary. 

0. KrEL, Esq., 
. Scc1·etctry, GENERAL Cu..I.MDER OF Co3IMERCE, YoKOII.I.l!A. 



lloNGKO.NG GENERAL CHAMBER Ot' ComlERCE, 

HoNGKO�G, 26th March, 1890. 

Dt-.:AR Sm,-)ly Committee being of opinion that addressing Her Mp.­
jesty the Queen wou ld probably prove effective in opposing the proposed 
Convention between the Telegraph Companies antl the Chinese Government 
I am directed to enquire if yonr Chamber would be inclined to take part in a 
joint Petition from this aud the other Chambers in China and also in Japan. 

The Convention apparently irllYing for its object a monopoly of tele­
grnph business in China am! which, if  successful, woultl, in all probability, 
J·csult in a long continuance of present extreme rates has been so generally 
discussed and deprecated t hat it seems unnecessary to further refer to it 
herein, and ;ts prompt action seems desirable 1 have only to ask that you will 
kindly favour me w i th an early replr.-I remain, &e., 

F. H ENDERSON, Sect·etary. 

E. P. W. SKr.mSHIRE, E:Hh 

Secretary, G E:n:n.u, CuAllBER 01' COllllERCE, AMOY. 

Similar letter� to-W EIDit-.:lt KRonx, Esq., 
Sect•etary, General Chamber of Commerce, Foochow. 

ALEX. PRICE, Esq., 
Secretary, General Chamber of Commerce, Hankow. 

I. l\:1. :NI u R, Esq., 
Secretary, Hiogo and Osnka, General Chamber of 

Commerce. 

JAMES WILS0:-1', Esq., 
Honol'a''!J See1·etan;, General Chamber of Commerce, 

Tientsin. 

A)IOY G E NERAL Cu.tliOER o�· Co)!llERCE, 

A)IOY, :{rd April, 1 890. 

D&A.R SIR,-Your letter of 26th ultimo came sufely to hand am! has 
received the careful attention of the Chairman and Committee and· I am 
instrncted to say that all the Members of thi:s Chamber arc willi�g to take 



part iu auy l'ctition that you may nmkc oppo:;ing the Cou rent ion hct.wccu 

the Telegraph Companies aml the Chinese Go,·enJment. 

. Awaiting your further news on tliis ;;ulJject with i n terest.,-! rem:•in, &c·., 

E. P. W. tiKRIMSIIIRE, Secretary. 

F. HENDERSON, Esq., 

Scc1·etm·y, HoNGKONG GENERAL CnA:UBER 01> ComrERCK. 

Foocuow GExE�AL CnA)rBER OF Co)Dt E!tCE, 

FoocHow, 1 1  tb April, 1890. 
DEAR Sm,-1 beg to acknowle·lge receipt of your f:wonr of t.he 26th 

ultimo, and have now plea:;m-e in infol'lning yon that this Chamber will  be 

much pleased to take part i n  a. joint Petition to Her :Majesty the Queen in 

order to oppose the proposed Convention between the Telegmph Companie� 

and the Chinese Government which, as you remark,
_ 

wonld resnlt in a monopol}· 

· of telegraph business in China, and in a long continuance of pretient extreme 

rates.-! remain, &c.; 

WEIU\ER KROII�, Secretary. 

F. HEND,ERSON, Esq., 

Secretary, Ho:mKONG GE�ER.U, CHA�IBER OF ComrERCK. 

YoKOUAlllA GENERAL CHA�tuER OF Co�niERCE, 

YoKOHA�IA, 26th Apri l, 1890. 
DEAR Sm,-Your e�teemed Communicatiou of 25tlt ultimo has been duly 

received and placed before my Committee, who haYe clircctc<l me to inform 
you that, al though this Chamber i s  aware that proposal:> have heen made for 

n. Convention between the Telegm.ph CompaniC$ a!Hl the Chinese Go,·ermncnt, 

nothing definite has come to its knowledge to enable it to take any action in 

the matter. 
If you would, however, be good enough to gi,·e us some more light on 

the subject and let this Charubc1· kuow bow it can join the IIongkong 

Chamber in what it proposes to do, this Chamber will be glad to second its 

efforts. 

Awaiting the pleasure of your reply,-! am, &c., 
0. ICIEL, Secretary. 

F. 'HENDERSON, Esq., 

Secretary, HoNGKONG GEXERAJ, Cnal!BEU or C01tDIERCE. 
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floNG I\P'iC; c; E'i ERAL CHA)fBER OF ColmERCE, 

J-Io:wKo:w, 18th June, 1890. 

DEAR SIR,-1 am in receipt of your esteemed favour of 26th April to 
which I have delayed replyi ug until in u position to send you copy of the 
Petition against t he Telegraph Convention which this Chamber has decide(l 

to forward to Her Majesty the QuEEN, and which I h:we now the pleasure 

to hand you herein. I t  is hoped that the content � will meet with the approval 
• of your Committee, an1l thcx may see their way to endorse tbe opinions 

expre�sed therein .  

:My Commit tee r egret that they are uunble to  furnish you with any 
positive information rega rding the actual terms of the Convention, but though 
t he facts assumed in the Pet i �ion have uot officially been mnue public those 

:lppear to .them to be sufficiently \veil established to justify the action taken. 
Since your letter was written the existence of a Convention, as (lonbtless 
your Committee will  have no�ice,l, has been freely admitted and discnsscLl in 

the House of Commons. 
It may be e,·en if the Petition is found to be in accordance with the views 

of your Commi ttee there may still be some objections on their part to sign 
(as hall been the case in another instance) as tbe representati,·es of a body 

composed of different nationalities a Petition addressed to any one Ppwer, allll 

,..hon ld �uch provo to he the case my Comm i ttee venture to suggest ns an 

nlternati \'e that they he gootl enough to obtain the signatures of the Engli�h 

Firms in Yokohama who are willing Lo attest their approval of the action taken. 
Convinced of the dC'sirability of opposing in every direction a Convention 

niming at monopoly a,nd a long cont inuance of high rates my Committee 
have little hesi tation in solic iti ng the good offices of your Committee, which 

they are hopeful will he rc:Hlily accorded,. i n  endea,'ouring to fnrtber the 

uims of tbe Petition. 

If yonr Committee are induced to follow the suggestion herein contained 

they will no doubt elect to forward the Petition direct., but should they desire 
i t this Cbarnber wil l  be happy to follow the course adopted when petitioning 
against the Status accorded to Foreign Mail Steamers, which was to forward 

the Petition, in triplicate, through His Excellency the Governor.-I am, &c., 
F. HENDERSON, Secretm·y. 

0. KIEL, Esq., 
Secretm·.1;, Yoxon .-nrA GENERA t C'rr.nrnER or·· Ctnnn:ncE. 
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lLHiKOW (�ExKnAL CnA�t fltm OF l ' o�ntEr:('�;, 

l i A.sK0\\'1 �Hilt April, 1 890. 

DEAn St n,-In reply to your fnvom of 1 5th iustnut I ha 1·e mnelt pleasme 

iu stntiug that this Chamber will tnke pnrt iu a joint Petition with your 

Chamber and other Chambers in China and ,Japnu in opposing the proposed 

Convention between the Telegmph Cornpnuics and the Chinese GoYern­

ment.-I remaiu, &e., 

A LEX. PRI CE, Sec1'etm·!l· 
F. lh:NDF.RSON, Esq ., 

Secl'elm·y, HmmK ONG GENKRAL CnA�IfiEn OF Co�DIERC'F.. 

Hrooo & OsA KA GENERAL CHAlll\EH Ot' Colntt:IH:E, 

H10ao, l "t May, Hmo. 
DEAn Sm,-Your fa,·om· of 15th April is at hnuJ., and the Committee of 

this Chamber instruct me to say in reply, that nil attempts maJ.e hy your 

Chamber unll others to defent the object of the Telegmph Companies referred 

to, meet with their entire approval, aud they will gi 1·e hearty support to nil 

measures brought forward, having in Yiew tho supprc�:<sion of the monopoly 

sought to be establisheJ..--1 remain, &e., 

J. M. M V H ,  S(·(•J·etm·y. 

F. HENDEnsoN, Esq., 
Sec1·etary, IIoNGKONG GENEJ:AT. CnA)tmm m· ComtEnCE. 

Tn:NTSJN, 2ntl ::Vl:ty, 1 890. 

DEAR Sm,-I beg to acknowledge receipt ol' your letter dntctl 15th 

ultimo intimating that your Committee being of opiuion that addressing Her 

Majesty the Queen would probably prove effectiYe in opposing the proposed 

Convention between the Telegraph Companies and the Chiuese GoYerument ;  

and enquiring whether this Chamber wouit.l co-operate with the other 

Chambers in China a nu J apnn in a joint Petition�lwsing the a hove object i n  

Yiew. 
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In reply, I am directed to sny thnt a Gencrnl ::\Iceting of this Chamber 

helJ on the 30th ultimo, yonr letter was laiJ before the Members, and it was 

duly propose:l, f'ccomletl and unanimously cm·ric,l, thnt this Chamber will 

give its support to the joint Petition in  question ami hope their unitcJ action 

will prove effective iu frustmting the proposc1l sehcme.-I mn, &c., 

.TAMES WILSON', Jfon. Sccretm'!J· 
F. UF.XDF.RSOS, E�q., 

Sel'retary, Iloxr.KOXG G F.XF.R.\L C'u.nnn:n OF CO)DIERCE. 

IIoxGKoxo GENERAl. CHAMBER or. ComiERcE, 

IJOXGI\ONG, l!ith ,Jnne, 1890. 

Sm,-lleggiug refercuee to my letter of 1 4th aml to yonr reply to same 

of 24th :Murch, both having reference to the Telegraph Convention, I h:H·e 

now the pleasure to ),and you herewith copies of the Petition ngainst that 

movement which the Committee of this Chamber hns decided to forward to 

Her MnjeRty the Queen. 

Keeping on view the expressed objections of your Committee, as the 

representath·es of a geueral botly, to take pnrf in a Petition atldres�ed to any 

one Pol'rer my Commit tee beg to suggest as an altcmntivc, should the Peti­

tion herewith meet with their npproval, thnt they be good enough to obtain 

the signatures of sueh of the Eugli�h Finns trading in !:ihanghni us may be 

found willing to a t test their approml of the action taken . 

.Fully convinced of the unanimity of feeling ns regards the desirability 

of opposing in every direction the threatened compnct my Commillee have 

little hesitation in soliciting the good offices of yonr Committee which they 

are hopeful will be •·ea1lily aeconlctl, in endeavouring to further the aims of 

the Petition. 

lf your Committee are induced to follow the suggestion herein containel 

they will probably elect to forward the Petition direct bnt shouhl they desire 
it this Chamber will he happy to follow the course adopted when petitioning 

against the Status accorded to Foreign �fail Steamers, which waH to forward 

the petition, in triplicate, through Uis Excellency the Go"l"emor.-I am, &c., 

F. IJENDERSON, Secretary. 

G w. R. Con�n:n, Esq., 

Scartar!J, SnA:>WTTAI GE:-iF.HAL CHA�rnEn OF CO)D!ERCE. 
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Ho�GKONG GENERAL Cn.umER OF Co.miERCE, 

HoNGKONG, lHth June, U:l90. 

DEAR Sin,-Begging reference to my letter of 26th l\fnrch and to your 

esteemed favour of 3nl April in reply both having reference fo the Telegraph 

· Convention I have now the pleasure to hund you, herewith, copies of the 

Petition against that movement which this Chamber has decided to forward 

to Her Majesty the Qneen-aml which it is hopeu will secure the approYtd 

and signature of yolll' Committee. 

It is not impossible that even if the Petition is found to be iu accoruance 

with the views of your Committee there may be some objections on their 

part to sign (as has been the case in nnother instunce) 115 the repre�entatires 

of a body composeu of different nationalitie�, .a Petition nddres;;eu to any one 

Power and should such prove to be the case my Committee Ycnture to suggest 

as an alternative thl\t they he· good euongh to obtain the �ignatnres of the 

English Firms in Amoy wllQ are willing to attest their apprond of the action 

taken. 

Fully convinced of the unanimity of feeling as regards the Llesirubi lity 

of opposing in every direction. the threntene� compnct my Committee haYc 

little hesitation in soliciting the good offices of your Committee, which they 

are hopeful will  be readily accorded, in endeavouring to further the aims of 

the Petition. 

If your Committee are induced to follow the suggestion herein contained 

they will no doubt elect to forward the Petition direct but should they desire 

it this Chamber will  be hnppy to follow the conrFe adopted when petitioning 

against the Status accorded to Forei�n Mail Steamers, which was to forward 

the Petition, in triplicate, through Ilis Excellency the Governor.-! am, &e., 
F. BEXDERSON, Se01·etary. 

E. P. W. SmmrSRIRE, Esq., 

SPcretary, A)IOY GF.XERAL CllA)IBER OF co�mERCE. 

HONGKONG GENERAL CnA)IBER OF CO)DIERCE, 

HONGKONG, 18th June, 1890. 

DEAR Sm,-I beg to thank you for your esteemed favour of 1st :May, 

to which I have delayeu replying until in a position to wait upon you with n 

copy of the Petition ngainst the Telegrnph Convention which this Chamber 
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has u\)eitleLI to forwarcl to ll..:r .Maje.;ty the Qu�I:::s-, and w hich 1 ha\·c uow 

the pleasure to hand you herewith. 

:My Committee hope the contents may meet with the approval of your 

Committee t.hat they may he able to emlor:;e the opiuions therein expressed, 

anu snpport the Petition with the signotnre of your Chamber. 

It may be C\'en if the I>ctition i:s found to he in accordance with the 

views of your Committee there ma.y still he some objections on their part to 

sign (m; has been the case in another in� t ance) as the ropresentati\·es of a. 

body composed of tliffcrent nationalities lt Petit ion addressed to any one 

Power, an(l shoultl sncb prove to be the case my Committee venture to 

suggest as an nlternatil·e that they he good enough to ohtaiu the signatures 
of the English Firm:; in lliogo ami O:;aka who are willing to attest their 

approval of the action taken. 

Convinced of the unanim i ty of feeling a:; regards the desirabili t.y of 

opposing in every direetion the threatened c;m1pact my Committee have little 

hesitation in solieiting the good office:> of your Committee, which they are 

hopeful will be rc<tdily accor,leJ, iu endeavouring to further the aims of the 

Petition . 
Should your Comwitt.!c be induced to follow the suggestion herein con­

tained they will no doubt elect to fonnml the Petition tlirect, but shoulu they 

desire i t  this Chamber will he happy to follow the eourHc mlopteu when 

petitioning against the Status ncconled to Foreign Mnil Steamer:;, which 

wn:; to forward the Petition , m t riplicate, through Ilis Excellency the 

G <n·omor.--I am, &c., 

F. IIENDERSON, Secretary. 

I. M. }ll'n, Esq., 

Srr1·atary, liJOGO & Os.\KA G F.:s-tm.u. CHA:UllER OF CO:U)lERCE. 

Similar letter:; to 

TmxT:::Ix, IL\XKO\\' .\ x u  Foocuow C IIA:UBERS OF CO)DIBRCE. 

HoxGKOXG GEXERAL Cu .. uwER oF Co)D!ERCE, 

liONGKOXG, 26th June, 1890. 
Sm,-On 18th and 2 1 st October last I had the honou r, on behalf of the 

Committee of this Chamber, to forwanl to you, for the information of His 

Excclleucy the then Govcmor, copy of a letter addressed to Her Britannic 
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. Maje�ly's :Mini:;tc�· to China, !W<l also copie� of tulegnuns, having reference to 

a rumoured ConYention hetiYeen the Chinese Go1•erument nut! the Telegrnph 

Compnnie�'<. 

The ConYcntion, as Hi:> Ex eelleuey the At!miui�trator is no doubt a war.:!, 
is still pending autl us the Committee of this Chmnber share in the general 

opiuion thnt its fulfilment would pro\·c high ly detrimental to commercial and 

other inle1·ests in China ant! Jap!lll they hn,·e drawn up 11 Petition to Her 

iVIost G racious �Iajesty the QGEEX praying that Her )lajcsty, with the nLh·ice 

of Het· Minister.;, may be plcnscd to oppoe:e the ratification of the Couventiou. 

Similar ><lop::; arc a Lout to he takeu by other Chambers of Commerce in Chi111\ 

and Japnu .  

I ha1·c rhe honour, on behalf of the Com111i ttec, t o  hand you herewith the 

the Petition, in triplicate, with tuc request that His Exccllen<·y the Admi­

nistrator wi l l  he gootl enough to forward Slime !.y the outgoing mnii.-J LaYc 

the honour, &c., &c., 

F. IIE�DEHl:iO�, Sccrct(Jry. 

The lion. W. �I. 1h:Axt:, :JL.A.,  C.:\l.G., 
.·lctiuy Coloui(l[ Secretary. 

To 
Her :Jlust L: raciou,; :\Iajcsl_r 

TilE QDEEX, E�ll'HESS OF I � D l .\. 

&c., &e. 

)L\Y rr !'LEASE Yont }1.\J E�Tr,-

\\' e, Your }Inje�ty\; most loyal and <lcvolo<l :,;erva u!�, rc:;itl ing nw.l car­

ryi ng on bnsine:;s as :McrchnnLs, l:ihipowncrs, Bauker><, Professional :Men and 

Trader::; in Your Maje�ty'� Colony of IIungkong and in Lli vcrs ports and 

places in the Empire:, of China and Japan, most lnnuhly represent to Your 

Majesty as follow�, lhnl  is to say :-

1 .  We n1·e, imli,·idnnlly and n:i the Agents and Hepre�entati\·es of Mer· 

chauts, Shipowner:; nnll others residing and carryi ng on hn:siness in all pat·ts 

of Yonr Majesty':; Dominions, Yery largely iuterested in the Foreign Trade 

of China ami Japau. 
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2. T hat trmlu is  of an enormous ami iucrca�iug annual value, of which 
it may he estimated �evenly per cent., or thereabouts, i.; in the hands of Your 
l\1ajei!ty's fai thful subject� an i earrietl on l l l lllcr the British flag. A vast 

capital i,- employed therein am! a consitler:tblc revcuue accrues to Your Ma· 
je::;ty t.herefrum. 

3. The Foreigtl Tra,lo of Cllina ant! J n.p:�n witll Your :Majesty's DJ· 

tniuiotts am! wirh Your :Majesty\; wbjcct:; is cnrrietl on unLler ant! is regulntotl 
b.'' the pi'Od::;ions of certain Treaties made · between your most Gracious Mn.­
jesty and the Emperors of China and Jap �n rospJcti vel.'·· ant! by these 

Treaties certain well-tlcfinetl t·igh ts at'3 sceurcl to tho subjeets of Your 
i\fnjest.y trading in and to China antl Japan. 

4. Of these right:> the m?st ,·uluablo are those which scclll'<l to Your 
l\lnjesty's :mhject� all the benefits anti atlnw tages of any pridlegc or con­
cession which.may he, at auy time, gra:ltct! hy China or Japan, to the sub­

jects of any other nnt.ion, nnd those which forbid t.he crcatiou by China or 
Japan of any m·mopoly or oxelu,;i ve privilege in favour either of their own 
�abject� or of any foruign nation to the prcjmlice of the rights anti privileges 

granted to Yonr :Majc�ty'� ,;uhject�. 

5. Your Petitioner:> are apprehensive for th:: rcttsons hercinarter stMc�t 
that their rights ami pri vi leges under " the most favoured nation" clauseH 
i u the Treatie� between Your :Majesty and the Emperor of China at·e in 

danger of being infringctl, and that there i:; about to be created in China a 
monopoly which will  operate most iujmionsly to their interests, und which 
will, at the same time, inflict on Your Majesty's al ly, the Emperor of China, 
ami on hi� people very heavy losses nut! gmve inconveniences in the future. 

6. Your Petitioners most humbly reprc�ent to your :Majesty that the 
sncee�sfnl conduct of their commercial operatious depends i n  these days, very 

largely, on telegraphic communication, and that it is essential that that corn· 
mnnicatioa he regular, effccth·e aml c!Jeap, and that as many different liues 
of commuuication he opened and kept opcu as possible. 

Your Pctitionea·s arc now in communica tion with Europe hy means of 
two sepnrute telegraphic liucs, one in tue hnnds of '' The Easlcm Telegmph 
Compauy " and " The Eastern Extension Australian nnd China Telegraph 

Company Limited," starti ng from Shanghai i n  the Empire of China and pass­
ing So:t t h  hy Foochow, IIougkoug, Saigon and Singapore to Australia nnd 
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Briti::;u lndi:t ; the other, under the m:Lnagcmout of a Daui::;u Corporation, 

" The Great Northem Tclcgmpb Comp:my," goiug North from l-longkong 
via Amoy, Shanghai, Nagasaki (in ,Jap:m) nml Vlatlivostock (in Siberia). 

Yout· PetitiQners can only communicate with America, by telegraph, 

through Europe. 

7. Yom l'etitioucrs ha Ye not ucri\·c I from the oxi::;tence of these two 
separate and illllepenJent line� of. telcgl'•tphic C)llllllttu ieation all the ad­
vantages that they .ought to luwe obt:Linc I, hnan�e l>incc the year 1 87 5, or 

thereabouts, the ahove-mcnt.ione.l com;mnie:; have, to the great injury of 
trade, been working in comuination, au:l hM·e by ngrl.lcmeut between them­

se! vos established and nmintnineJ a r:�te of two doll:u·s or over six shillings 

a woru between Hongkong and Em·opc, mu\ :t proportionately higher rate 

from other ports n.nd place.s in China awl Japan, :u11l have refnoed to re<.luce 

that rn.te, in spite of the ,·ast incre:tse in the numher of messages transmit.ted 
over their lines, and of the many i mprovemen ts in the means of !!ending and 
recording mcssn.ges n.nd in telegraphy genemlly. 

�. For many years past Yonr Petitioner:; hM·e anticipated important 
n.nu valuahle additions to their means of telegra phic communication with 

Europ �, by the completion a!Hl op3niug of lines in the lwnds of the Chi nese 
Government connecting ILII part:-; of the Chine�c Empire with each other n.ml 
w ith the lines of the Russian Go,·emmeat at Kiachta 011 the north-western 

frontier of China, and through them with the general European system, and 

hy the entrance of Chiua iuto the Union created by the Iutematioual Tele­
graphic Convention of the Tenth of July 18i5. 

Yolll' Petitioner:; arc abo looking forward to the en.l'ly connect ion of tho 
Chinese lines wit.h the llritish Indian Hy::;tcm through llurmah, anu to the 

possibility of n cable from Hau Francisco Ol' from Your :Majesty's Colony of 

Vancom·er, and seeking a lmu\iug place on the shores of the Chinese Empire. 

9. The connection of the Chinese lines with the lines of the Russian 

Go,•ernmeut n.t Kiachtn. would open for your Petitioners the most direct line 

with Europe, and the cheape::;t. Telegraphic Rates on the Russian Lines 

are phenomenally iow, and the Chinese lines, wherever they coftle into com­

petition with the lines of the existing cable companies, as in the south 

through Annam ami Tonkiug i u  connection with the French lines, charge 
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less tlmn one half the ratr po1· \l'n:·tl uow charged over the same uistnuces by 

the Great Northom and Eastern Exteusion Companies. 

10. Your Petitioners arc well nssu!eu that if the Chinese linos are con­

nected w.ith those of the Rns::;inn GoYernmeut at Kiachta and are thrown 

freely open to the public, nnhampcre<l lJy any secret Convention or Agree­

ment with the competing companies already named, the cost of a telegrnm to 

Emope from China or Jnpau wou!J be at once consiJerauly reduced, to the 

immense gain of your :Majesty's subjects, to the great au vnnt11ge of Bl'it.ish 

Trade in the East, und to the profit nnd :tlb·antage of Your Mojcsty's friend 

and ally the Emperor of China and his subjects. 

1 1 .  But, unfortunately, as Your Majc::;ty and Your Majesty's Ministers 

are a"mre, a Convention between the Chinese Government, the Great Nor­

thern Telegraph Company nnd the Eastern Extension Telegraph Company 

has been entered into and signed as far Lack as August 1�87, by which the 

Chinese Government bound itself, subject to the approval of Your Majesty's 

Goverument and of the Imperial Government of Russia, to (·barge, over its 

lines to Kinchta, a fixed sum of $2 per woru on all messages to Europe, and 

not except with the conscut of the Companies to reduce or nltcr that rate. 

The Chinese Government further bound illsclf to maintain that rate until the 

year 1903, and to apply it over any line whateYer that might in the mean­

while be opened, whether through British Burmah, with Iodin and Europe 

or through America, by any cable that may be laid. 

12. That Conven tiou has not yet been made public, and Your Petitioners 

speak with all deference when they submit to  Your Majesty, that that Con­

vention is publicly stateu and believed to contain a provision establishing a 

differential rate Jorgely iu  favour of Russian subjects in China, sending mess­

ages over the Chinese lines to Europe, and therefore in violation of the pro­

visions of existing Treaties securing for Your Majesty's -subjects in China 

rights nnd privileges �:qual to those granteu to the subjects of any other 

nation. 

It is further stateu and believed publicly that the said ConYention secures 
to the existing Companies, the Great Northem, and the Eastern Extension, 

the monopoly of all messages dcspntcl�ecl from Shangha� Amoy, Foochow 

and Hongkong, by far the h.rger and more important portion of the traffic 

and that in which Your Maje�>ty's subjects are most largely intere:,:ted. 
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13.  1f the Chinese lines, when completed, were thrown open freely to 
the puhlic unhampered by this or any �;imilnr convention, the greater portion 

of the traffic from the above-named portl; would flow naturally to the Chinrse 

lines as the most direct, to the very gi·eat gnin of the Chinese Govemmeut. 

14. Your Petitioners most humbly thnnk Yonr Majesty for having re­
fused your assent to the Conventiou and to nny modification of it, nnd for 

Your Majesty's most gracious 1issurnncc, through Yonr Ministers in the . 
Common� House of Parliament, tl111.t uo consent will ue gh·en to the Conven­

tion without full consideration of all t lte interests involved nut! without con­
sultation with the representatives of llritish Commerce. 

1.' 5. Yom Petitioners most respectfully represent to Your Majesty that 
the ratification of the Convention of the lOth August 1 88i, between the 
Chinese Govelllment and the Companies bereinbefore ment ioned, would Le 

a serious injury to the future of Telegraphic Communic!\tion in China and 
tl1roughout the world, would seriously hamper trnde and especially the trade 

of Your Majesty's subjects in the East, and would be, they humbly conceive 
and represent, in breach, if not of the precise words, certainly of the spirit 

of the International Telegraphic Convention entered into by Your Most 

Gracious Majesty at St. Petersburgh the 10/22 of July 18i5, and especia!ly 

of clnuse 19 of that convention. 

16. Your Petitioners beg further most respectfully to represent that the 

continued existence of the Convention, the snbject of this Petition, and of 

the negotiations for its approval or modification, is nu impediment to al l  im­
provement i n  Telegraphic Communication between the East and Europe, 

and in particular prevents the Chinese Government from completing its tela­
graphic system and connecting it with the general nerwork of Telegraphic 
communication throughout the world ri� Kiachtn. 

Your Pet.itioners therefore most humbly pray Your Mnjesty-

1 .  To refuse your assent to the Convention or to any modification of it. 

2. To represent to the Imperial Chinese Government, through Your 
:Majesty's Minister at Peking, that any such C011Yention 

would be in violation of the spirit of existing Treaties. 
3. To represent, further, to the Chinese Govcmment that to enter 

into any such Convention would be detrimentnJ to their own 
hest interc.�ts. 
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-1. T0 mo,·e Ilis Imperial :i\Iajest �·, the Emperor of China, ro put 

an eml definitely to the Conven tion as having failed to attain 

Your Majesty 's Assent. 
5. To move His Imperial Majesty, to join the International Tele­

graphic Convention and connect the Chinese Lines with the 

genern,l European System. 

6. To moYe the Go,·ernment;;, parties to the International Tde­

�raphic Con 1·ention of 18i5, having representatives nt 

Peking, to instruct their Mini,;ters to co-operate with your 

}lajesty'� �Iini:>tcr to the samc ·end. 
And Your :VIajesty's oLctlicut nutl dutiful servants will ever prny. 

On behalf of the Committee of tbe 

liol'ir. KOXG G EXER.U. Cn,DIBER OF C'O.ll.ll EHCE, 

26th June. l P90. 
E. MACKI�TOSH, Clwirmrw. 

HoNGKONG GENERAL CHAMBER OF CoMl\IERCE, 

HoNGKONG, (th July, 1890. 

Sm,-lly the Jircction of my Committ ee I have the pleasure to hand 
you herewith copy of a. Petit ion which this and other Chambers in China 
and Jar1nn have been induced to present to Her Most Gracious Majesty 
the Queen, praying that She may be pleased to oppose the rat ification of a. 

pending Convention Let"Wcen the Chinese Government and The Eastern 
Telegraph Company and the Eastem Exteusiou, Australasia and China 
Telegraph Company, Limited. 

The Convention, which has for its oLjed the monopoly of telegraph 
business between China and the outer world, \).nd the long continuance of 
present extreme rates for the transmission of messages, if allowed to lJe 

successfully carried out, must prove detrimental to Commercial m1d other 
interests geuerall y. 

Though more immediately connected with the business of China and 

Japan, the question has a widet· and more general bearing and merits the 

a.ttention of all those interested in the .spread of cheap· and universal 
telegraph eo m muu�c�tion. -I am, &c., 

F. HENDERSON, Sec,retary. 
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A\!OY (J EKF.IU I. CHA)!UER OF CO\DIERCE, 

A)WY, 2ith June, 1!:190. 
DEAR Sm,-Your letter or 18th instant and copies of l'et.ition ngn.inst 

the Telegraph Convoution were plnced before tt general meeting of the 
Chamber held on the 25th instant., and contents were thoroughly discussed. 

It was unanimously resolved that the Committee should sig n  the Petition 
in triplicate and return same to yon, as suggested in your letter, to be for­
war!led by your Chamber through His E�cellency the Governor. 

Herein I beg to hand you three copies of Petition duly signed with 
which please do the needful.-I am, &c., 

F.. 1'. W. SKIUM SHIRE, Secl'eta?"y. 

F. HENDERSOX, Esq., 

SecTetm·y, IJoxoKOXG GENERAL CHAMBER OF Co:mtERCE. 

Ko. 2,203. CoLONIAL SEcRETARY's OFFICE, 

HoJSGKOXG, 28th June, 1 890. 
Sm,-1 nm directed by Il is  E x cellency the Officer Administering the 

Government to ttcknowledge the receipt of your letter of the 26th instant, 
enclosing a Petition to Her Most Grncious Mnje�ty the QcEEN drawn up by 
the Committee of tl}.e Hongkong General Chamber of Commerce praying that 
Her Majest.y may be pleased to oppose the ratification of the Com·ention 
which i t  is reported is about to be en tered iuto between the Chinese Govem­
ment aml the Tclegrnph Compnnie�. 

The Petition will be transmitted as requested to the Right Honourable 
the Secretary of State for the Colonies to be laid before Her Majesty. 

I have, &c., 
W. M. DEANE, A etiug Colonial Secretary. 

F. HENDERSON, Esq., 

Sec,·etaTy, CnA)!BEn O:F ComtERCe. 

J IONGKOKG GENERAL CIIAl\fUER OF CO)D!ERCE, 

liO:XGKOXG1 2nd July, 1890. 
DEAR Sm,-I had the pleasure of addressing you on 30th October last 

in reference to a reported Convention between the Chinese Go>ernment and 
Telegraph Companies which this Chamber hnve every rea�on to believe 
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wotilJ, if mtilicJ, pro1·e highly <letrimeutal to commercia.! and other interests 

in China and Japan . 

The Convention is still pending anti I beg to llantl you herewith copies 

of a Petition thi:; Chamber has presented to Her :;.\fajcsty the Q.uEEX praying 

that she may be pleased to oppose its ratification. The Pe tition hns also been 

adopted by other Chambers both in China anu Japan. 

It has within the last week been somewhat posi tively asserted that the 

Convcntior1 has fallen through, but the rcp:>rt i:; not sufficiently well sub· 

stantiatetl to j tlstify the Chamber in rulaxing its efforts to wnnl:; opposing the 

attempted ratificat ion.-! :till, &c., 

F. llE�DERSOX, Secretary. 

K •:NRIC n. l\I u nr.AY, E::!! t - .  
Secretary, Loxvox Cu.uwEJt OF CO)D!Et:CE. 

llOXGKU:s'G UEXEIL\L C tL\.:UJ3E P. OF CO!DIEHCE, 

I luxmwxo, 2ud Jul_,., l!l90. 

Sm,- I am tlirectc.l by the Committee of thi:; Cbarnuer to hand you the 

accomptlnyiug copie:; of the Peti tion which they have pre�;euted to ller Most 

Gracious :\fajcsty the Q.UJm�, pray in� tha.t 5hc nmy ue pleased to oppose. the 

ra.tification of the Telegraph CouYcutiou. 

I am further directe<l hy my Comruittec to oiTer you their best thanks 

for the valuable assistance you have gi vcn in opposing the Convention, and 

also for sundry telegrams contaiuing interesting information which you were 

good euongh to send to the Chamuer througb
.

11r. J . •  ]. KESWJCK. 
A statemeut, pcrhnps no more rclinble than the many vague aud con· 

tratlictor.v rumours that have preceded it, appeared last week in the �North 
Cl1ina Daily News to the effect that I lis Excellency L1 Ht:�G CnANG bad 

positiYely stated that the ConYcntion is dead.-1 have, &c., 

F. liEXDER!:iOX, Secreta,.y. 

W:u. KEsw·rcr;:, Esq., 

T 'ice-Chairmau, TilE CUIN.t AssoCIATIOX, LoxDox. 



( :W J 
A. 

lioNGKO?\G GE?\ERAL Ca.uwEn 0 1 .. ColmEncE, 

liOXGIWXG, 3rt! July, 1890. 

DEAR Sm,-I bog to ncknowledg0, with thanks, receipt of your Chamber'!! 

Report for 1889, nnu h:we much pleasure in reciprocating by now handing 

you this Chamber's Report for t.he same period. 

I have the further pleasure of la�nding you herewith copy of a Petition 

addressed to Her Majesty the QuEEN protesting against the ratification of a 

pending Convention between the Chinese Government and the Telegraph 

Companies hnving for its object a monopoly of telegmph business between 

China and Europe. 

The telegraphic tariff io referred to in your Report uow acknowledged, 

and it may prove interesting to you to know what has been done here in 

opposing a Convention which, if sncccssfnlly carried out, would no doubt 

result iu a long continuance of the IH'csent extreme ratcs.-I am, &c., 

F. IIE�DERSOX, Secretary. 

ALEX. GE�nu:, Esy., 

Secretary, SI);GAPORE CHAliBER OF Co)DH:I!CE. 

Hoxv KOXG G r::xEn.u. CuuwER oF Co:ummcE, 

liOXGKONG, 41b J nl�·, lR90. 

DEAR SIR,-1 am tlircctod Ly my Committee to aekuowledge receipt of 

your esteemed favour of 27th June returning, duly signe.l, three copies of the 

Petition against the Telegraph Convention, and further to offer yom Chamber 

their besL thank� ft>r it� cor.lial co -opcratio:1 towar,b opposing the above 

Conveutiou.-1 am, &c., 

F. HENDERSO�, Secretary. 

E. P. W. SKnl:IISHIRE, Esq., 

Secretary, A1101 G ENE RAL Cru1IBER OF ColDIERCE. 

Similar letter to W ERNER KnonN, Es<I., 

Secretary, Foocuow GENERAL Cru.liBER OF ComrERCE. 
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FOO(;HOIV GENEHAL CHAM BElt OF CO:U:UEUC E, 

FoocHow, 5th July, 1890 . . 

D�:An Sm,-1 heg to tlmuk you for your valued. favour of the 19th 
nltimo, anJ have n()w the pleasure of returning you enclosed the Petition 

against the Tclcgmph Con veution which is to be forwarded to Her :i\Iajesty 

the QuEEN, duly signed in triplicate Ly the Chairman of this Chamber. 
Our Committee will be oblige.! by- yonr kintlly forw.mling the Petition 

to it.s destination.-I am, &c., 

WER�ER KROHN, Sec1·etary. 

F. 1-IENDF.RSOX, E:>q., 

Secretary, liOXGKONG GENERAL CIIA)fBER. OF ColDIERCE. 

Similar letter from TI E NT5I :i GENJ>RAL CHAliBER OF ComrERCE. 

SllA:)IGII.U GENF.R.,\.L CH.Utn E R OF CO:UllERCE, 

SllA:)IGIIAI, 14th July , 1890. 

Sm,-1 luwc to aeknowleJge ytlur letter of 18th J nne co,·ering copies 

of the Petit.ion to Le presentcJ by British residents in China to Her Britannic 

Majesty on the subject of the Chinese Telegraph Convention and asking for 
the co-op�ration of the CJm:nittJe of this Cl1amber in furthering the object 
in view . 

I have now the pleasure to rettun to you three copies of the Petition 
with the signat.ures, which it has been possible to obtain, regretting that they 

arc not more numerous; but the genern.l opinion seems to be that the question 

ha� already been set at rest by Lort.l SALISBURY's reply to the China As­
�;ociatiou of London on the subject and that further action was unnecessary.­

! am, &c., 

GEO. R. CORNER, Sec1·ctary. 

F. HENDERSO:-<, Esq., 
Secretary, Ho!<GKO:s'G GE:s'ERAL CHA:UBER OF CO)I:UERC}:. 

CnAliBER OF COlDIERCB, 

SJXGAPORE, 17th JuLY, 1890. 

DEAR S1n,-I beg to acknowledge, with thanks, the receipt of your 
. Chamber's Report for 1889 and also copy of a Petition to Her Majesty the 

QUimx, against the ratification of a pending Convention between the Chinese 

Government allll the Telegraph Companies, which has been read with interest. 
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We have al ready been in comnlunic;�tion with the Government with the 
view of strong representations being made at the Telegraph Conference 
agai nst a continuance of present high mtes t.o tuis pnrt of the world.-! am, 

&c., 

ALEX. GEKTLE, See1·etary. 

Tile Secreta1·y, 

GENERAL CnA)InER OF ComtEUCE, HosGKONo . 

lloNGKOXG GE:'\ERAL CuA�WER OF ComrERCE, 

IION<;KONG, 1 4th Angn�t, 1890. 

Sm,-Begging reference to this Chamber's letter of 26th June request­

ing that His Excellency the Officer Atlminbteri ng the Go,·emment would 
be please<! to forward to ller 1Iost Gracious �Injesty n Petition presented uy 

this Chamber against the Telegraph Convention I have now the honom, by 
the direction of my Committee, to baud you <>imilar l'etitiou:<, as noted at foor, 

with the request that His Excellency tue Officer Administering the Govem­

ment will be good enou;h to forward same IJy the ontgoing mail.-! have, 
&c., 

F . . l i EXDEl{�ON, Secretary. 

The Hou. W. }1. DEAN£, }LA ., C.'�I.G., 

Actiny Colonial Secretary. 

Petitions (in triplicate) again,;t the Telegraph ConYention referred to i n  
the annexed letter :-

From Tiontsin signed uy )ferchant:> and orucrs. 

, Uankow signed by the Secretary of the Hankow Geneml Cunmber 

of Commerce. 

" 

, 

,, 

,, 

Shanghai signed by Mcrohauts and olhers. 

Foochow signed by Chairman of the Foochow Gcucml Chamber 
of Commerce. 

Amoy signed by Chairman, Vice-Chairman, Committee and Se· 

cretary of the Amoy General Chamber of Commerce. 
Hiogo signed by :\ferchants and others. 
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CoLONIAL SECRETARY's OFFICE, 

20th October, 1800. 

"Sm,-Wi th reference to the letter ft·om this Department No. 2,f;07 of 

the 16th of Aug·nst, I am directed by the Officer Administering· the Govern­

ment to acquaint you, for the information of the Hong-kong· General Chamber 

of Commerce, that His Excellency is in t•eceipt of a Despatch from the Rig·ht 

Honourable the Secretfil·y of State for the Culouies to the effect that
· 

the 

question of the Convention between China and the Telegraph Companies is 

now in abeyance, but that the representations of your Chamber on the sub-

• ject will be considered by Her �Injesty's Government. 

2. Lord K 1\"UTSFORD at the snme time expresses n desire to be furnished 

for purposes of reference with two further copies of the Petition addressed 

hy the Chamber to Her l\Injesty, and I am to refJttest you to be g·ood enoug-h 

to place His Excellency in a position to comply with Lord KN UTSFORn's 
wish('l'.-1 have, &c., 

W. )1 . DEANE, Acting Colonial frN·ctary . 
. F. IIENDIWSON, Esq., 

SeN·ctary, HoNoKo�o GF. ;>; E RA T. CHAMDER OF CoMMERCE. 

Ho:>GKOXG GExERAJ. CnA;\InER OF Co)DIERCE, 

HONGKONG, 30th October, 1890. 

Sm,-1 hnve the honour to own receipt of yot'r esteemed communica­

tion No. 3,036 of yesterday's dnte nntl am directcJ by my Committee to thank 

you for the information cotn-eyeJ therein that the representations of this and 

other Chambers with reference to a Convention entered into between the 

Chinese GoYernment anu the Telegraph Companies will be considered lJy 

Her Majesty's Government. 

I have much pleasure in acceding to your request to be supplied with 

two further copies of the Petition against the ConYent iou, nnd Leg to Iianu 
you theee herewith.-! h:we, &c., 

The Hon. W. 'M. Du;o;r:, ::\I.A., C.l\LG., 

Actinf} Colcmial Srcrefrtr!l• 

F. IIE.NDERSON, Scc1·etar!l· 
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1fo. 3,[(]7. Uor.o.vr..u. S ECitE'l'AR\''s 0 FF!CP., 
:2:2nd November, 18!>0. 

Sr n,-With reference to my letter No. :!/)07 of the lGth of Aug�:st 
I am directed Ly IIis Excellency the Officer Admi ui;;tering· the Government 

to ncqnaiut you, fL'l' the inf(mnatio n llf thll Chamber of Commerce and of 

the Petitioners 111 entioned in your lettPJ' of tlte 1 4th of Ang·nst, that the 

question of the Convention made in 188i between the Chinese Uovernment 

and the Telegraph Companies is now in ah�>yauce, lmt t l tnt the representa­

tions of the Petitioners will  be considcrPd hy Her �l:lj csty';; Government.­

! hnve, &c., 

F. H. l\I AY, .fm· Acting Colouial SPrretary. 

F. H ENmmsoN, Esq., 

ScCI'Cfary, HoNGK0:-10 GENERAL CnAMDJm 0 1' CuM:\IEilCE. 

B. 
TnE LONDON CHA::UHEn 01' CO)DI J:: RCE 1:-;conPOlUTED, 

Lo:�mox, 1 ith .Jann:ny, 1 890. 
DEAR S m,-At the last meeting of the East liHlin nud China Trade 

Section of this Chnmber I waH di recteLl to· scnu you copy of a letter which 

this Chn.mher has recently addressed to the Foreign Office in rcspon�e to a n  
i n vitation from Loru Sali:.:bury to stnte its Yiew i n  rcg: ml lo the proposed 

atldit ion:d article to the Cbefoo CoHYentiou,-I nm, &c., 

I\ EN H IC B. �I ll HHA Y, Secret my. 
· The Secretary, CnA )IBER OF Co)()[ERCE, JJ oxG KO:sG . 

6th January, 1 890. 

The }.lost �oble The Mm·quis of Salisbury, K.G.,  Secretary of 1-itatc for 

Foreign A !fair;;, &c., &c. 
MY LORD,-Y onr Lordshi p's letter of t he 1 1  tb December htst, relative 

to n suggested Additional Article to the Chefoo Co111·eution of 1876 regulating 

the conditions of trade between this country and China, has recei ,-et! the 

careful attention of the Chamber and i ts East India nnu Chinn Trade Section. 

In thanking your Lordship for the opportunity afforded this Chamber of 

expressing i ts  Yiew i n  reg-ard to the propMnls of the Ch i nese GoYernment, 
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alHl nl,.;o for the copy of the agreement fonnmled for its information, I am lo 

point out that subject to certain modifications, tlle course proposed meets 

with the general npproval of London merchants concemcd in trade with 

Ch ina. 

In the first place the Section i,; of opiuion that the propol'al that the 

port of Chungking be opened at once i:> of immedi:�te importance to British 

interests and wil l  ,·ery greatly stimulate trade with Western China. It is 

therefore hoped that Her Mnje�ty's GoYerument will  accept this proposal, as 

it confers real and tangihlc at! vantagcs beyond any that n:wigntion of the 

. Upper Yangtszc is likely to afford for many years owing to the natnrr.l 
obstacle,; prcscuted hy the ri ,·er itself. The Hection therefore regards liS 

reasonable and ncecptable the proposal that British steamers shall have 

access to Chungking as soon as Chine�:;e steamers are permitted to go there, 
ami that " during the in tervnl the cm-ryi ng trade shall be done uy junks, uu t 

" under such :t system of facilities ami. privileges as wil l  as far as possible 

" assimilate it to t.hat now enjoyed by stcnmers at the Treat.y Ports on the 

" Lower Y angtsze." W bile approving of this nrrnngemen t, however, the 

Section desires to lay otre�s upon the importance of securing the rights of 

British traders (n) to charter junks and to generally na,·igatc nnt.i ve vessels 

umler the Briti�h flag, and under the command of British subjects ; (b) to 

re pack piece goods at Hankow or Ichnng by ha! ving or qu::rtering the bales 

for convenience of the up-rh·cr voyage (in view of the special storage 

requireJ) without payment of any extra import duties. In connection with 

th� latter stipulatiou, I am to point out that under the present Customs Rules 

foreign good� imported in China can be re-exported coastwise or up-ri\·er 

duty free only if in their original packages with original marks ami numuers; 

and that these rules would haxe to be modified, in the event of Chungking 

being opened, in such sense as to allow of repnrking at Hankow of goolls 

dest.incd for the new port. 

The East India and China Trade Section of the Chamber, while appre­

ciating the benefits that must nccrne to Briti�h trade on the immeLliate open­

ing of the port of Chungking, are nevertheless strongly of opinion that the 

right to navigate the Upper Y nugtsze-a right w.hi�h was only conceded by the 

Chinese Government after great diplomatic pressure-should not be definitely 

abandoned. Thcr would therefore suggest that i t  should be wah·ed for a 
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period of, sny, ten ye:us a t  tbe expimt ion of which it :<hould rcYert to llritisu 

traders, who might then be able to take :ul vantage of any possible change in 

the internal pol icy of China whereby a snrvey of the Upper Yangtsze rh·er, 

followed by the adoption of measures to ·remove the present obstacles to 

navigation might be permisRible ; such measures would be extremely impor­

tant in the event of the Chinese allowing a geHeml improvement of the 

means of communication by land and water between the iulnnd centres of 

population and the sea coast, thus affonling i �tcrcasetl facilities for the dis­

tribution of llrith;h goods to the large markets of the iuterior. The willing­

ness of the Chinese Government to grant the concessions involved in the 

proposed additiomtl article to the Chefoo Convention should certaiuly be 

encouraged, but, while securiug present advantages, the possibilities of the 

future should be carefully weighed and provided for in any re·nrraugement of 

Treaty provisions involving rights already ncqniretl. 

I am to express the hope that the considerations herein nth·nnced wil l  

received the raYourable attention of Her Majesty's Governmeut i n  the con­

duct of the negotiations now prccceJing with the Chinese Government..­

! am, &c., 

KE.KHIC B. MUHRA Y, Scc1·etary. 

Hoxc1wxc GENERAL CnA)J mm oF Co�DIERCE, 
IIoxGKONE:, l l th March, l S90. 

DEAR Sm,-1 ha Ye tlle pleasure to acknowletlge receipt of your esteemEd 

fayour of lith January, and I am di1 ectetl by my Committee to tender you 

their best thanks for copy of letter addressed to the Secretary of State for 

Foreign Affairs, having rcfetence to the proposed additional Article to the 

Chefoo Convention. 

My Committee, while in no way wishing to deprecate the advantages 

likely to accrue to British trade hy �ecnring another outlet for her manufac­

tures, scarcely think the opening of Chung-king will realise the expectations 

of those who seem to anticipnte a huge immediate increase to the volume of 

trade. 

My Committee entirely agree with you in thinking that the right of 

nnvigating the Upper Yangtsze must not he abandoned . It is to he regretted 
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that Her Britannic Majesty\; .Minister at Peking was, apparently, not in­

structed to oppose the vn.cillating ami temporisi ng policy adopted by the 

Chinese Government in reference to this question. Persistent obstrncti\·eness 

at every stage of the proceedings has secureJ them n. diplom:ttic victory 

which will scarcely tend to smooth the wn.y for further negotiation at a 
future date. 

Trusting that your �uggostions will h:we received n favourable reception 

at the lmnds of the Secretary of State.-! remain, &c .• 

F. IIEXDER�OX, Secretary. 

KEXRIC 13. :Mu �tRAY, Esq., 

Secretary, TuB Lo:.oox C n.umEn or-· ColmEitCE, Lo:-�oox. 

No. 2,796. 

c. 
CoLONIAL SECRETARY's OFFICE, 

HoxGii:OXG, 3rJ. December, 1889. 

SIR,-1 am directed uy Ilis Excellency the Governor, to transmit to you, 

for the early obsern1tions of the Chamuer of Commerce, the n.nncxed copy of 

a Bill entit.led The Trade Jllarks Ordinance, 1889.-J have, &c., 

A. LISTEl{, Acting Colonial Secretary. 

F. I I EXDERSOX, E�q., 

Sccreiary, GEXEHAL C i1.oumn OF CO)DlEHCE. 

�vo. 2,797. CuLox uL SEcHETAnY's OFFICE, 
HoKGKOXG, 3nl December, 1889. 

Su:,-1 am dircctetl l1y His Excellency the Governor to trnnsmit to you, 

for the early observations of the Chamber of Commerce, the annexed C?PY of 

a Bill entided T!tc illerclwndise Jllarl1s 01·dinance, 1889.-1 have, &c., 

A. LISTER, Acting Colonial Secretary. 

F. HENDERSON, E�q., 

Secretary, GENERAL CUA:UJJEH OF CO)I:U EnuE. 
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HoNGKmw GE:->£UAL CuAliBEn OF C OlDIEHCE, 
HoxGKONG, 26til April, 1 890. 

Sm,-I have the honour to acknowledge receipt of your esteemed letter 
of 26th instant, requesting to be favoured with n rrply to your despatches 
Nos. 2,796 :UHl 2,797 of 3nl December, aml I am directed hy my Committee 

to apologise for the delay in replying which has, howe,·er, hcen almost nu­

avoitluble. 

The two llill:; referred to, Fr:mduleut 1Iarks on ,i\Ierchandi�e, and Re­

gistration of Trade Marks Ordinances, are under the cousidcration of those 
:Member;; of the Committee most interested in the questions involved ami I 

hope to ilnve the pleasure of forwarlling you a reply without much further 

dclay.-I have, &c., 

The Hon. W. �I. DEANE, �l.A., C.)I.G . , 

A et ill[/ Colonird Sccretar.'J· 

1�. HEi\DERSO.N, Secretary. 

IloxGKOXG GEXER.\.L C HAliUElt OF Co)DIEncE, 
lloNGKO!\tr, 23nl June, 1890. 

Sm,-Begging reference to your esteemed communication of 26th April 

No. 886 I have now the honour to inform you tile two Bills mentioned therein 
have lutd the careful consideration of the Committee of th is Chamber, aud 
I am directed to state-

That as regards An Ordinance to amend tfte Law relating to tlw Regis­

tration of T1·ade Marks the Committee are di.;posed to think that increased 
legislative power.; i n  that direction are hardly necessary, nml it :tppcars to 
them that to carry out the objects contemplated by the Onlinance with perfect 
efficiency would require the maintenance of n �;taff, ant! in1·olvc an cxpcmlitnrc, 
incomvntiblo with the requirements of tbc Colouy. A complicated nnJ 

elaborate sy�tem of regi�trntion in the Unitetl Kingtlom gives protection to 
the owners of Trade Marks who can further protect themselve::; here hy re­

gistmtiou under the existing Ordinance, and there are uo local protluctions at 
present that appear likely to i:ieck :;peci1tl prolcctiou. 
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An Ordinance to amend lite Law 1·clating tu Fra�tdulcnt Jiarlts on 

,lfercltandise also aim� at i ncrca�ctl scope of action which my Committee cou­
siLlcr is in the present state of the traLie hardly required.-! ha,·e, &c., 

TIJe Hon. W. M. DEAN£, 1I.A., C.}l.G., 
Acting Colonial Sccreta1'y. 

D. 

F. HE.NDERSOK, Secretary. 

Bmnsn CoxsuLATE, 

SwATOW, 2.'5ti.J 1Iarch, 1 890. 

Sm,-In the Drtily Press of the 2 1 M  in stant a docnment appears whici.J 
purports to he !I copy of a letter, uatecl 23nl Janu:u·.v, 1890, fl'Om you to the 
Honourable N. G. MITCHELL-h:on;s, Act ing Registra.r General of Huugkoug 
on the sul,ject of n pro1;os ed revision of the Chinese Emigration Act. 

The following pus�agc occur:; in the letter : -
" Inciuent.nl ly it may he meutioneLl that, at the presen t

1 
moment, 

" emigration is perrnittc:l from l::iwatow to the Dutch Straits 
" Settlements by vessel:; other than Briti�h, while coolies for 

" the Settlements of Briti�h Xorth Borneo are not n,llowed to 
" depart from l::iwatow in ships flying the British flag." 

Permit me to point out to you tlmt each of these statements is a mistaken 
one. H1wing le:tl'lle(l in 1881:! thaL the then Governor G ener:tl at Canton hnd 
given formal permission to Gennn,n steamers chartered by a certain bong to 
convey passengers from Swatow to l::imnalm, I wrote to Ili:; Excellency ou 
Lohalf of Bl'itish vesseh; that might wi:sh to engage in the same emigration 
tmde, and their· right t.o d'l :;o was fully recognised iu n, despatch to me of 
November 30th, 1888. .As reganl::i British North Borneo, official .notices 
were at my request posted in Swatow last year hy direction of the Taotai, in 
which the Natives were told that they were at perfect liberty to emigrate to 
that country in steamers employed by any British Merchant in �watow. 

Emigrants going from S watow to Snmatra or Bri ti�h North Borneo or 
elsewhere in n, vesHel of any nationality must, n,s is well known, be free pns· 
scugers ami not under contracts of �en·ice. 



r I 

[ .�v ] 

D. 

No l3rilish vessel ha:; a:> yet attcn1pteJ to carry cmigraub from thi:; l"ort 
to Snmntra or flritish North Borne >-a fact. for which good local reasons 
can be given.-! have, &c., 

A. FHATER, Officiating Cousul. 
F. HENDERSON, Esq., 

Scc1·ctary, lloxGKOXG GENERAL CrLDI13Eit o�· ComrERCE. 

Hoxcrwxn GENERAL Crr,umr.n OF CO)DIERCE, 

IIoxGKoxG, 19th April, 1890. 
Sm,-I have Lhe pleasure to acknowledge receipt of yonr e3tcemed com­

munication of 25th :&Iurch, anti would ask you to be good enough to excuse 
the delay-almost unavoidable-which has arisen in replying to so.me. 

I am directed hy my Committee to thauk you for h:wing been good 
enough to draw their nttcntion to some et·roneous statements which uufor­
tuno.tely appeared in the Chamber's Letter to thfl lion. N. G. l\'IrTCHELL· 

lNNES of 23nl January last, having reference to some supposed restrictions 
in the emigration of Chinese coolies from �watow hy \'Cssels flying the 
English flag. 

The notice;; t.o which you refer 'Yerc not, as far as I nm aware, made 
public in Ilongkong and may have in consequence escaped the notice of my 
Committee.-! haYe, &c., 

F. IIEXDEHSOX, Secretary. 

A. FRATER, Esq., 

ll. B. M.'s 0{/icirtting Consul, Sw.now. 

E. 
IIoxGKOXG GENERAL Cn.omER OF ComrERCE, 

IIo:wr;:ox<.:, �4th Juue, 1890. 
Srn,-1 am directed by my Com.mittee to addre�:; you in reference to a 

proposal made last year in the Legislati�e Council, and again brought forward 
yestenlny by the Hon. PmxEAS RnnE at the request of thiR Chamber, for 
the establishment of a Lighthouse Bounl, ami I have the houom to request 
that you will be good enough to bring the subject to the notice of His Ex­
cclh�ncy the Administrator. 
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It may he within the rcculle·: � ion of His Excellency that the subject was 

referred to at n Meeting of the Legislative Council on 12th December last, 

when His Excellency Sir W JLLI.ur DEs V <EUX remarking tbereon stated-
Tuat as the matter had been somewhat hmriedly introduced it wou ld 

hardly be expected that he wonltl then express a final opinion, but that he 

had no a p1·iori objection. He presnme1l the first object would be to see 

that l ighthouse money was devoted to lighthouses, aml stated that such 

Boal'lls existed in other Colonies. His Excellency marked his approval of 

the scheme when stating that it would receive hiil best consideration, and h e  

dared say would probably form one of those many projects which h e  hop'eu 
to carry out for tlle good of the Colony, 

The shipping business of Hongkoug is of such paramount importance 

to the Colony that my Committee cannot but look favourable upon a proposal, 

which, if carried out, 'vould tend to foster that brnncli of its trade. 

The Committee have no hesitation in strongly recommending the ad­

option of the proposal to the very f::wourablo consideration of His Excellency 

the A!lmiuistmtor. 

Among other duties devolving upon the Board would be the super­

vision of lighthouses, the regulation and col lection of ·dues, nnd the appro­

priation of snme to the specific purposes for which they nre levied. The 

powers of the Board might he increa�ed ns circumstances appeared advisable, 

and my Committee venture to suggest that tentatively its l\lembers should 

comprise : Two M cm hers appointed by the Government, one of whom should 
al ways be Chairman with n casting vote, and two others to be appointed hy 

this Chamber.-! have, &c., 

F. HENDERSON, Sec1·etmy. 

Hon. W. M. Dr:ANE, M.A., C.:M.G., 

Acting Colonial Secretary . 

. No. 2,212. CoLONIAL SECRETARY'S OFFICE, 

HoNG KONG, 30th June, 1 890. 

�m, -Irt reply to your letter of the 24th instant I bnve the honour, by 

direction of the Officer Administ ering the Government, to inform you that 

there wns no Meeting hol,l uf the Legislative Council on the 12th December 

Inst. 
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2. Ili:> Excellency has read r i l e acc ount in  tlte Daily Press newspaper 

of the Meeting held on the 18th Dcccmb<>r last und doe� uot find that any­
thing then said by His Excellency Sir G. W n.LIA)l D�-:s V rue x amounts to 
what is stated iu your letter uow ntt<ler answer. l1 is Excellency would 

therefore be glad if the Chamber of Commerce wonld he good enough to 
inform h i m  where t he proceeding!', in wh ich Sit· G. Wu.J.IAM DEs V<EUX 

expressed his approval to establi�ll a I.ighthouse Bonrd �tatiug that the suu­
ject should reeeh·e his hest considemtion, can Le foullll.-1 hnYe, &c., 

W. l\1. DEA'l\E, Acth1g Colouinl Ser1·ctary. 

F. HENDERSO�, E:;q., 
SeC?·etw·y, Cu.uiBER OF CMDIERCE. 

H(JN'GJWNG GExEnAL CH.,unn:n OJ,' CoMltEnCE, 

HoNGJWXG, 30th Jnnc, 1890. 

Sm,-I have the honour to acknowledge receipt of your esteemed com­
munication of this da te and in reply to same beg to state I very much regret 
that in this Chnmbet·ls . letter of 2-tth instant on the ;;ubjcct of a proposed 
Lighthouse non.rd the LegislntiYe 'l\leeting therein referred to was ina.dYer­

tently stated to ha\·e taken place 011 12th December, 1889, instenll of 12th 
:February of this year. 

For the information of His Excellency the Officer Administering the 
Governmeut I beg to hand you t he annexell extrnct from the Report of the 

Legislati Ye Council Meet ing of 12th .February la�t taken from llongko11g 

Daily Pt·ess of 13th Fcbrun.ry.-I have, &c., 
F. HENDERSON, Srcretary. 

Hon. W. M. DEANE, �LA., C.M.G., 

Acting Colonial Sec1·etary. · 

E.r:tract from " Ilonglwng "Daily Press "·13t!t Feb1'UOI'!J, 1890. 

" With reference to the fir::;t question put by Mr. :MAcEwEN I may say 

that with in the last few days a proposition was made to me wi th reference 

to a Lightbouse Bonrcl. The matter has come upon me too suddenly, ancl I 

have therefore not consiuered it sufficiently as yet. The gentleman who pro­

posccl it I don't th ink I need have any he.>itation in saying is Mr. MAcE WEN, 

and he will hardly expect me to give a final opinion on it now. Rnffice it 
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tO �a.> [ lta\'C 1:0 a J,1•iori oLjection to it .  1 cOliCCi\'(\ its fir;;t. ohjcct, is to sec 

tho.t lighthouse moucy is ue\·oted to l ighthouse:>. 1 don't know whether 

t here are any other object;:, althongu there prol•ahly are other object�, and I 

know there are f"nch Bonnls in other Colonic� ; all I can say at the present 

moment is thnt it wi l l  have my hest cousitlcmtion, ami I dnre say may form 

one of tho:;e many projects as yet not carrie<l out which I hope to carry out 

for the l1enefit of the Colony. Beyond that I c:w't ss�y nny tl 1 i11g, as I real ly 

have not had time to consider it . I have abo this �atisfnction in putting it 

off for six months, that this happens to he the time when there is least reason 

to complain ahont auy balance of revenue over expenclitme on lighthons�s, 

because I expect that the expenditnre of this yenr and the end of last year 

will cover all the difference hetween revenue and expenditure for a gootl 

many years pa�t. Therefore the pre;;cnt is the time when there is least 

groU111l on t.hnt point for n. change. Still I think a Lighthouse Board might 

be a. very good thing for other rea:<on:-:, and therefore I �hall be happy to gh·e 

it my best consideration allll I am i"nrc my locum te?lcus on my left (the Co­

lonial Secretary) will al�o.do �o. 

C oJ.o.siAL StccHETAnY', OFFICE, 

Ilo.s(;J\O�u, 22nd ,July, 1890. 
�m,-In rt>ply to yom lt>ttcr of the :lOth Jtwc, and adrerting to pre­

vious conesponuencc, 1 hare the honour, hy diroetion of l lis Excellency the 

Officer Admini�tering the Government, to inform you that tLe Gorennnent 

will, when next year'� estimates are l:cing <lealt with, consider how fnr it is · 

poss ible to separate the Lighthouse Dues from the G eneral Hcrenue of tLe 

Colony.-! Ln.,·e, &<'., 

W. }f. DEAJii E, Actiug Colouial SFC1·ctary. 

F. l i E.svEnso.s, Esq., 

Secretary, Hox1:KO::\G G E !\EHAL CHAMBER OF CO)DtEllt:E. 

F. 
PEN I NSULAR & OnrEl'iTAJ. STEAM l'iAVIGATION Co"JPANY, 

Il ONGKONG, 2:?nd Scpte111her, lt-ifiO. 
GAP ROCK. 

DEAR SIH1-I ht>g· to direct the spccial utteution of the Committee ot 

the Chambe1· cf Commerce to a � otice to :Mariners published in the Hung-
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!tong G'ot:(JI'JWtent Gaz[Jtte of the Gth instant, which states that !'everal Jan­
g·ers have been discovered i n  the vicinity of the Gap Rock and Shipmasters 
are warned not to approach the Hock on either side nearer than one-nnd-n­
half cables. 

1 would venture to sng·g·est th::tt the Government be nsked to take steps 
to ascertain more definitely tlte nature and extent of the UDn�;ers in ques­
tion, nnd if practicable, to remove them entirely or adopt such means as 
may be considered advisable to render the nnvig·ation neat· the rock n.s sn.f'o 
as possibl�. 

' 

\Vhen the Gap Rock Lig·ht is exhibitetl vessels will doubtless approach 

much closer to the rock than they do at. present n.nd as the obstructions are 

reported to be about a quarter of a mile distant on either side of the rock 

n miscalculation by a Commanrler of half a cable or so, due to a tmospheric 
influences, would in all probability cause the lo�s ofltis vessel. 

'l'herefore unless some precautions are taken �o guanl ag·ainst the dan­

gers referred to, it seems to me that the Lig·ht w·ill produce an element of 
risk rather than Le a safe g·uide to Mariners. 

Another matter in connection with the Gnp Hock nlso demands the 

particular attention of the Chamber, i e., the grcnt importance of placing· the 

Lig·hthouse in teleg-raphic or telephonic communication with this Colony 
and the Government should he requested to earnestly consider the advisa­

bility of currying· out such a scheme. The present system of signalling 

from the Peak is antiquated and inconvenirnt and unworthy of this 11g·e of 
science and advancement. 

'l'he completion of Lighthouse would therefore be an opportune time 
to introduce a more modern and cxpedit.ious method of reporting the arrival 
of vessels and it occurs to me that this could Le satisfactorily arranged by 

placing an office, connected
. 
by wire with the Gnp Rock in the same build­

ing as the Telephone Exchange. Agents or owners could then be at once 

i nformed that their vessel has passed the rock. The news could also be 

posted outside the office for the information of the public !renerally. 

A telegraphic cable fur the purpose above mentioned would probably 
cost between �'25,000 and £30,000 and this ontln�· could he met b�· a loan 
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obtained locally nnil be paid otf in a certa in period fi·om the �m·plus lig·ht 
dues levied nt the old ra.te of one cent per ton.-I am, &c., 

E. L. WOODIN, Superi1ttendent. 

F. H ENDBusoN, Esq., 
S··crelary, HoNOKONG GE-"ERAr. ClUMUER OF Co�DI E RCE. 

IIuxoKONG GENEIIAL CnAMDEn OF Co:.\IM EHCE, 

HoNGKONo, 3rd October, 1800. 

SIR,....:.The Committee of this Chamber have on several OCCilSions hat! 
the honour of addressing- you in reference to lig·hting· the southern nppronch 

to the Harbour of Hong·kong· when it was finally decided to fix on the Gap 
Rock as the most suitu.hle site for a Lig·hthouse. 

The Committee consider it woul1l ndtl much tu the usefulness of the 
Lighthouse if i t  were put i n  direct communication with Hong·"'<ong-, and a.t 
a t·ecent meeting· it was re>olvr!l to bring· tu the notice of His Excellency 
the Officet· Administering· the Go,·el'llment the dcsiralJility of establishing 
conunuuication either by electric cal.Jle, or, should such a course be feasible, 
by telephone. 

It appears to the Committee hig·hly 1lesirable that the Gap Hock should 
be connected with Hongkong· not only fcn· the purpose of keeping up com­
munication between the Authorities and their e111ployes at the Lig·hthouse 
n.t such times as the state of the weather renders ordinary intercomse dang·er­
ons or impossible, but also as a. means of nffurding· early information of the 
approach of vessels. 

The expensl.l of layiug a Cable \\'Onld of course Le considerable but the 

Committee are very strongly of opiuion that any ntl!!erta.king- which promises 
to encourage and facilitute shipping· business -the mainspring of IIong·kong's 
prog·ress-merits liberal expenditme at the hands of the Government. 

Should additional funds, to those already voted, be requiret! to carry 
out the sug·gestion of the Committee the temporary tax on tonnage now 

levied could be continued till the additional expenditure was licpti{h\ted. 
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Requesting- that you will be g'OOU enoug-h to lay the contents of this 
letter before His Excellency the Officer Administering· the Government for 
his favourable consideration,-! luwe, &c., 

F. HENDERSON, Secretary. 
Ilou. W. �I. DB.\NE, �LA., C.M.G.; 

Acting Colonial Secretary. 

No. 2894. CoLO:SIAL SECRE'l'A!n's OI>FlCE, 
lioNG.Ko�o, lith Octobe1·, 1800. 

S1 u,-I am dit·ecteu by the Ofticer Administering· the Government to 
acknowledge the receipt of your letter of the !Jrd instant, sug·gestiug that 
communication by telegTaph and telephone should be established between 
the Gap Rock Lighthouse and llong·kong·, and to acquaint you for the 
infol·mution of the Uhamher of Commerce, that nlthough His Excellency is 
not at pt·esent in a position to make any promise ns regards the matter 
referred to, he will nevertheless give it his careful consideration, and will 
kse no time in making enquiries as to the cost of effecting the object 
desired b.Y the Chamber.-! have, &c., 

W. )I. DE A ;\I E, Actin.IJ Culoniol Secretru·y. 

F. liE :-iiJER�ox, Esq., 

Secret(li"!J, C n A i\lllE it OF C'oMME HCF. . 

HoNoKosu GEN ERAL CHAMllER OF Co)J M Enn:, 
l loNOKONG, 2::lnd October, 1 800. 

DEAn S1n,-I am dit•ected to acknowledg·e receipt of your est�emed 
favom of 22nd ultimo having· refet·euce to the connecting· of the Gap Hock 
Light with IIong·kong· by Cable, and also to certuiu danget·s to navigation 
existing· iu the neighliourhood of the Lig·ht referred to in · the Gocernment 

Gazette of 6th Septemhet·. 
Doth matters have already had the attention of my Committee and have 

formed the subject of correspondence with the Government and Commodore 
CHURCH. His Excellency the Officet· Administering· the Governm6llt has 
promised that. the sngg·estcd connection of the Gap Uock would recei\'e hi:l 
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careful consitlemtiou ami tlw.r. no time will he lost i u  111akiui-\· encptiries as 
to the cost of effecting· the o!..jcct desired by the Chamber. Commodore 
Cu u nc H in his reply states that the Clw.ntbet:s lettet· will be funvarded to 
the Commander-in-Chief. 

l\ly Committee are entirely of .nJIIr opinion that it is hig·hly desit·able 
that the Gap Hock Lig·ht shouhl be couuectecl wi th Hong-kong· by Caule.­
I am, &c., 

F. IIE.\DEHSON, &tntary. 
E. L. WooDIN, Esq., 

Superintendent, PENINSL'LAn & U H ! E :" 'l'.U S. ?\ .  Co. 

No. 3,1 72. CoLONIAL SECRETARY's 0FFICB, 

HoNGKONG, 22nd November, 1890. 

SrR,-1 am directed by the Officer Administering the Government with 
reference to my lettet· No. 2,894 of the 6th ultimo, to transmit to you, for 
the information of the Chamber of Commerce, a copy of a letter from Mr. 
Junn with a memo tbet·eon by the Surveyor General on the subject of the 
cost of the propose1l cable to the Gap Rock JJigbthouse. 

His Excellency will be glad to receive any observations the Chamber 
may have to make, but. I am to suggest that it should be considered whether 
o r  not it would Le better to defet· taking steps with regard to the laying of 
a cable unLil the completion of the Lighthouse.-! have, &c., 

W. M. DEANE, Acting Colonit.tl Secretary. 
F. HENDERSO�, Esq., 

Secretary, HoNGKONG GENERAL CHAMBER OF UoliiMEl�CE. 

Copy. HoNGKONG, 28th October, 1890. 

DEA& Sm,-I have received the following from my Head Office :-

" The Corupauies are prcparcu to supply and lay on behalf of the Hong. 
kong Government ·� cable 33 knots in length between Gap Rock Lighthouse 
and �ongkong autl would recommend t .• vpe E (7.ton cable) being used 

tht·oughout as most suitable, having regaru to the shallow water, anchorage 
risk, &c., &c." The Companies have not sufficient cable of this type in stock 
hut could scu�1 it out from Engla.ud doli vored at Hongkong within about 



five (5) months from the date of the contract for .£ 1 1 ,550 (eleven thousand 
five hundred and fifty pounds). The core would be 130lbs. of gutta percha 
aud 130 Ius. of copper per knot, protected against ter�do by a brass ribuon. 

If the Government requiru lighter cable, it could be supplied from stock 
in China, eight knots of type E ('1 tons) and twenty-five knots type B (3-4 
tons), core 200 by 200 lbs. per knot, protected with brass ribbon for .£10,700 
(ten thousand seven hundred pounds), or these could be supplied from 
Singapore similar lengths and types, core 130 by 130 lbs. protected with 
brass ribbon for .£!:1,050 (nine thousand and fifty pounds). The cable ship 
would be .£lOO (ono hundmd pounds) additional for each day she was em­
ployed upon the work, including the voyage to and from S\ngapore or 
Shanghai, which are the headquarters of the Comp1tnies' ship. 

The land line between the town and Deep W1tter Bay would cost .£500 
(five hundred pounds) extra. 

The route for the cable would be fmm Deep Water Bay, following the 
course of our cable to Haiphong. 

Little is at present known <1S to the prMtieu.bility o! working telephones 
over such a length of Cltble, and although experiments arc now b�ing carried 
out in England, the Companies are uot n.ble to make any positive statem�nt 
on the subject. 

Should a telephone, however, be p racticable, the cost of the necessary 
apparatus would be .£75 (seventy-five pounds). 

The cost of telegraph apparatus would be .£150 (one hundt•ed and fifty 
pounds). 

SUMJIIARY. .£ 
A. 33 knots type E delivered in Hongkong. Core 130/130 } 

1 1 ,550 Lrass ribbon, -

B. 8 knots type E 25 knots B delivered in Hougkonz. 
200/200 brass ribbon, - - - - • - • - - • 

Core } - - f 10,700 

C. 8 knots E 25 knots B delivered in Hongkong. 
l30j l30 brass ribbon, - - • • • • •  - - -

c
_
ore

_
} 

Ship .£100 per day inclmling voyage to and from headqua1·Lcrs. 

Apparatus Telephone, • - • • .£ '75 
" Telegraph, • • • • • • • .£150 

9,050 
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We shall Le glad to obtain any further information required by the 
Government.-! am, &c., 

W ALTER JUDD, Manage1· in Ohinlt. 
Honourable S. BROWN, SU1·veycw Geneml. 

MINUTE BY THE SuRVEYOR GENERAL, 

From the information contained in the letter ft·om Mr. J UDD attached 
I estimate 'the cost of establishing Telegraphic Communication with the 
Gap Rock at ft·om £10,000 ($60,000) to £13,000 ($'78,000) according to 
the type of cable employed. I am of opinion taking all t.he conditions affect­
ing this case into considemtion that it · would probably prove the most 
economical course in the long run to lay the heavier and more costly cahle. 

S. BROWN, Surveyo1· Geneml. 
HoNGKONG, 30th October, 1890. 

G. 
( Copy.) 

NOTICE TO l\IARI�ERS. 

GAP HocK. 
The operations in connection with the Establishment of the Gap Rock 

Lighthouse have disclosed the fact that there are several dangers close to 
the Rock. 

Shipmasters a.re therefore advised not to approach the Rock on either 
side nearer than It cables. 

R. l\IuRRAY RUMSEY, Ret. Com., R.N., 
Ilm·bom· Master, g·c. 

Harbour Department, H ongkong·, 2nd September, 1890. 

HoNoKoNo GENERAL CnAMBER oF CoMMERCE, 

IIoNOKONO, 3rd October, 1890. 

Sm,-'l'he attention of t�.e Committee of this Chamber has been directed 
to a notification which nppearPd in  the Got'el'nment Gazette of SPptembcr 
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Gth, st:tting th<lt sl'veral thngers hutl been dist:loscd in the neighbourhood 

of the Gap Hock, and warni ng Shipmusters not to approach on ei ther side 

nearer than 1 & caLles. 

In connection with this �otification I have been i nstructed to address 

you on behalf of the Com mi ttee who will  f�el g·1·ent l.r obliged if you can 

kiutl ly i nf(mn them, if it is in you1· powet· tu do so, if any steps will be taken 

to carefully snrvey· and lay down on the Chnt'ts these dnng·ers which extend­

ing ns thE>y do tu a considerable d isra nce on hoth �ides of the Gap Hock are 

n serions menace to shipping· and may, if allo wed to remain unsurveyed, 

render the Lighthouse a danget· rather than a safe g·nard to vessel travelling 

i n  these wnters.-1 have, &c., 
F. I I BS DEHSOX_, Sw·etn,.y. 

Commodore E n M U N D  J. C n uncu. H.N . 

11.:'\I.S. Viclo1· Bmnnuel, 

HONGKONO, Gt.h October, 1890. 
Sxn,-1 am directed Ly tlu� Commodore to ncknowledg·e the receipt of 

your lt:tter of the 3rd instant, stating that se1•ernl cinng·ers !Jave been �;e­

ported as existing in the neig·hbourhood of the Gap Rock. 

2. In reply I am to i n form you that your lettet• will be forwarded by 

the fi rst opportunity, for the c onsideration of the Commander-in-Chief: 

3. At the same time the Commodore wishes the Committee of the 

Chamber of Commerce to observe that the progmmme of wot·k to be carried 

out by the Surveying Vessels, is under the direct ion of the Hydrographer 

of the Navy and thn.t the Rambler is at preseut employed on a survey of the 

Clms3n Archipel3go. 

4. I am fhrther t o  add that before the lig·hthouse on the Gap Rock is 

completed, th e position of the Hocks i n  the neig·hbonrhood will undoubtedly 

be fixed.-! mu, &c., 

F. HE NDEnsoN, Esq., 

GEORGE W. \\' HILLIER, 

Secretary to the Commodo1·e. 

8ec1·etnry, Ho�oKoNa G E � E IL\ L Cr!.unmn OF CoMMEncE. 
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fJoNGKONo G ENIHIAL C'n A M nEn OF CoMMIWC'E, 

HoNG.KOJ:\01 23rd October, 1800 . 

S I R,-! am directe<l to nc�nowledg·e receipt of your esteemed cmn­

m n nicatiou of Oth instant, in reply to the Chamber's letter of 3rrl hnriug 

reference to a Government Notification of dnng·ers to navig·ation existing i n  

tl1e neig-hbourhood of the Gap Ruck Lighthouse and further to thank you 

for the iuformntion conveyed in the above favour nnd also fur· your kindness 

in promising· to fi 1rwnrd the Chamber's lrtter to the Commander-in-Chief. 

The statement on the third rmragmph of your lett.er that the programme 

of work to _he carried out by the Slll'\'eying· vessels is under the direction of 
the H yclt·og·mphet· of the l'i avy aml that the Rambler is at pt·esent employed 

in survey of the Chn,.un Archipelago sugg·ests possihle dilliculties iti the 

way of immediately fixing the position of the dang·ers above referred to. 

In connection with this remark my Committee beg to poiut out that i n  

the course o f  correspondence with the Commander-in- Chief with reference 

to the discovery of .Pinnacle Rocks he stated wh.en writi ng· from Yokohama, 

2Gth September, 1880, that should Pinnacle Rocks be reported any of Her 

�fl\jest.y's V esse Is undet• rny command arc fully capable of fixing· their posi­

tion accurate!.'·· 

'l'hnt the exact position of these dangers, situated ns they arc iu the 

direct track of vet<sels approaching· or leaving- Hong·kong, should be at once 

ascertained seems to my Committee to be of the utmost i111portnnce and thry 

beg to request that yon will kindly bring the mattet· to the ('arly notice of 

Vice-Admiral Sir NowELL SALMON with the object that �;hould he sec fit 

to do so one of Her :\Injesty's Vessels under his command migl1t be detailed 

for this special service without (lelay.-I have, &c., 

Commodore EoMtrND J. CHu ncn, R.;\1., 

!I. :\I. S.  T'ictor Emmanuel. 

F. IIB:\"DI.mSOiX, Secretary. 

IL:\I.S. Yictm· Emmwel, 

IT ONG1WNG1 :!7th October, 1800. 

SI n,-I -nm dosircd by the Commodore to ack nowledge the receipt of 

yout· letter· of the ::3nl instant w!Jich sugg·est� that one of Her :Mnje!;ty's 
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ships, not being· a sur·veying- ship, should fix the pos1t1on of the rocks . in 

the vicinity of the Gap Rock, and to inform you that he does not consider 
• 

the rocks alluded to as being· dang·erous< in the sense urg·ed in your letter, 

for they are $ituated so close to the Gap Rock ns not to he i n  the track of 

vessels appronching or leaving IIongkong. 

I am further directed to accpto.in t you, tll'lt the Commodore had o.lreacly 

requested the Commander of the Rambler to fix the position of these rocks 

on his arrival here. 

I am to add with reference to the bst paragro.ph of your letter that the 

ships on the South China Division arc at the immediate disp.osal of the 

Commodore fin· any service that he considers necessary, without reference 
to the Commander-in-Chief.-! am, &c., 

GEORGE W .  W H ILLIER, Secretwy to tl1r Commodore. 

F. IIENDERSON, EsfJ., 
Secretmy, IIo:-�oKoxo G E N F.RAT. CnAMn rm or Co�numc r.. 

�-
1L\I.S. rictor Emnmrel, 

HoNoKuNo, 8th September, 13PO. 
Srn,-Jn reply to your letter of yesterday 's date, I beg· to inform you 

that Commander DAWSON intends to leave Shanghai in the Rmnble1· on the 

1 2th instant, for 'l'ing-hac, to carry out surveying duties in the Clmsau 

Archipelago.-! am, &c., 

GEORGE W. W II ILLIER; Secretm·y to Commodore. 

F. HuNDE RSoN, Esq., 
Secretmy, Ilo�oKoxo GENERAL CHAMBER OF ColiiMEHCE . 

x. 
H o�GKONO GENERAL CHAMBER OF CoMJIIERCE, 

IIoNOKONo, Dth September, 1800. 

Sm,-1 beg to thnnk you fi>r your communication of yesterday kindly 

furnishing me with the information nsked for r<>gnrding the intended move­
ments of TI.l\LS. Rnmlilrr. 
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I have o.lreaJy haJ the pleasure of atlJt·e3sing· Uo:nmouore C u u  ItCH i n  

regard to  the Pinno.cle B.•Jck Ftwd ant! for his information n o w  beg t o  

enclose an open covet· for Captain D.tw.�o� htwing· reference t.:> the same 

subject. 

I shall feel nmch obliguJ if you will b'! g·oJd enOitg·!t to forwarcl .the 

cover to its destinati•m.-1 remain, &c., 

F. HEXDERSON, Sec,.etai'!J. 
GEonG& W. WHIL LIEn, Esq., H.�., Sec.·etwy to Commo£lo,·e. 

HoNoKO.\!O GEN ERAL CHAMBER O F  Co�DI EHCE, 
HoNGKONG, Otb September, 1800. 

Sm,-Dnring· your stay in !Iongkong· I had the p leasure of bring·ing 

to your iwtice the existence of what is kno,vn as the Pinnac!e Rock Fund, 

and I now beg- to ask yout· attention to the accompanying· printed copies of 
correspondence, &c. having reference to the same. The object of the FunJ 

is-as JOU nre aware-to rewttrll fishermen ot· others supplying infot·mation 

regard ing· t.he position of Pinnacle Hocks and other dangers to navig·ation. 

Having· kindly expressed your willing·ncss to assist in the distribution of 

the Fund f have now the pleasme to i nfurm you that this Chamber has 

arranged a credit with the Hongkong· and Shang-hai Dnnking· Ctilrporation 

S1tanghai fin· $:') 00, which will he available, when opportunity ofi'ers, in pay­

ment of rewarrls, defraying· expenses in making· known the existence of the 

Pund or any ot.hL•r expenses that may be ipenrred in. carrying- out the o�jects 

for which it was instituted. As it is uuderstood the Rnmble1· may shortly 

Ll' recommis�ionet! the credit hns been made out in favour of Tlte Officer 
Commanding H. l\L S. Rambler, nnd should such a chang-e take place, my 

Committ-ee will feel gTeatly oblig-ed if you will kindly enli�t the g·ood 

offices of your successor i n  carrying out the objects for which the Fund 

was orig·inated. 

Orders drawn under the creLlit above referred to will Le cashed in pre­

sentation to the Dank i n  Shanghai . 

I may point out that only one payment was matle from the Fund before 

the Rambler last left the station, lmt as it had then been only a very short 

time in existence the fact doe:; not in any way reflect en the probably future 
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nsefitlnecis of such a sy:stem of remunerations. The amount paid was 

only sixteen dollars Lut the circmnst�nce undet• which the t·ewm·d was made 

may l1n\·e rendered n larc;·er remuneration uncalled for. 

Thanking· you in anticipation for any assistan<:e you may be g·ood 

enough to rendm· in forwarding· the objects of the Fund-I remain, &c., 

Captain L S. DAwsoN, H. l\".,  

H . .31 . S. Rambler. 

F. IIENDERSON, Secretary. 

I I. �I. S. Victor Emmwel, 
Ho:wKnNo, lOth Septembe1·, 18()0. 

S1 n,-f beg to nckuowledg·e the receipt of yolll' let.ter of yesterday's 

date, enclosing· an open cover for transmission to Commander DAwsoN tlf 

the Rambler containing· information on the suhject of the Pinnacle Rock 

Pun d. 

The contents of the cover ha,·e been rend by the Commodore, and they 

will be forwarded on to Commander DAWSON this evening·.-! am, &c., 

F. IlENDEHSoN, E!;q., 

GEORGB \V. W H I LLI ER, 

Sec1·etary to the Commodore. 

Srcrelrtry, IIoNOKO:'>IG G ENEnAL CHAMBEH oF CoM M E HCE. 

J. 
Ho.xoKoNo GExEnAr. CIIAMBEH o F  Co)TM EHCE, 

lioNOKON01 4th October, lSDO. 

S1n,-Le::u-ning· from the Chairman, :\Ir . .MACKI N' l'05H ,  that on the sub­

ject of \Veathcr Signals baviug· been brought to yom notice you had been 

good enoug·h to express your willingness to assist in making· such sig-nals 

more public than they are at present my Committee ltave i nstructed me to . 

address you in reference to this matter on their behalf. 

The Committee consider that if some arrangement could be conveniently 

nrrived at by which Weather Sig·nals would be hoisted n ight and day from 

Her :\lajesty's Ship Victm· Emmzuel such an arrang·ement would prove a 

very gTeat public convenience. 
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The present systelll of sig·nals displayed at Kowloon only is inadequate 

to the requirements of the Port and any efforts you �nay be good enoug·h to 

make towards impl'Oving the present state of thing·s by additional signals 

would be much appreciated. 

Should the lH'oposal meot. 'Yith your approval the mode in which it 

would be canieJ ont will, I presume, be referretl to by you later.-I have, 

&c., . 

F. HENDERSO;\" , Sccrctm·y. 
C<)mmodorc E u � ru � u  J .  C n u ucH, lL ;\ ., 

II. -�I. S. l'ictvr Emanucl. 

1 1 .  :\I. S. T'ictor Emanucl, 

H o x O I\ONo, 8th October, 18VO. 

S1u,-I am directed by the Corn !lJ OdOI'e to acnowledgc the receipt of 

your letter of the 4th instant, on the su�ject of Weather Signals, nnd to in­

form you that a reply to the same shnll be forwarded as soon ns the Com­

modore is able to gi ve the matter full considemtion.-J nm, &c.> 

l�. HE�JJEnsox, Esq.,  

C:EOHGB W. W I-fll..LIBH, 

St:cntftl'y to the Commodore. 

Serretm·y, HoNGKoNo GEX ERAJ. C H A M B E R  OF Co)DJ EIICE. 

HoliOKO:'<O G E �EHAL C.:n A:\lllE U  oF C.:o)DJ EHcE, 
JloNGKUXO, l Gth ,January, 1 ti0 1 .  

S1 n,-The Committee of this Chamhm· has already had the pleasure of 

addressing you in reference to a sug·gested tl isplay of Weathel' Signals f1·om 

Her Majesty's Ship Victor Em�m uel-a matter which you were g·ood enough 

to say would receive your atteution, and be fnrth.er referred to when you 

had the opportunity of fully considering· the proposal. 

I am directed by my Committee to state tha.t they will be much pleased 

to learn how far the sug·g·estion met with yom approval, and if it appeared 

to you, on further consideration, caj'able of being· cuniell out. 
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It is scarcely necessary to ag·ain refet· to the rather inadequate system 
at present in operation at Kowloon, or how vet·y g·reat a boon to the Colony 
would be a timely display of storm warnings from your vessel.-I am, &c., 

F. HENDERSON, Secretmy. 

Commodllre EDMU ND J. C n  u R?H, R.N . , 
II. M. S. Victor Emanuel. 

H. M. S. Victor Emnnuel, 
HoNoKoxo, ll.lth July, 1 80 1 .  

S t  n,-I 11111 desired by the Commodore to acknowledg·e the receipt of 
your letter of the 16th instant on the subject of Weather Signals. 

I regret to inform you that the Commodore is indisposed and unable to 
deal with the matter just at present, but that it shall have his early atten­
tion on his return to duty.-! am, &c., 

1<'. IIENDERSO�, E:>q., 

G EORGE W. WHILLIER, 
Secretary to tlte Commodore. 

Sec1·etm·y, IIoNOKONO UE N JWAL CHAMUER oi<' CoMMERCE. 

H. M. S. Victor .I::manuel, 
IloNGKoNo, [Jth February, 1801. 

Stn,-In reply to yom· lettct· of l Gth J an nary, I am directed by the 
Commodore to intimn you that he has no objection to repeating· the weather 
day sig·nul::;, which mig·ht be made from the Observatory, but he cannot 
undertake to show any nig-ht signals from the Yicto1· Emmwel ns they 
mig·ht be misleading·. 

'l'he Victo1' Emanuel i,; specially charg·eJ with making· certain signals, 
at nig·ht, which together with tj'phoon signals would lead to conlusion.-I 
am, &c., 

F. HENDERSoN, Esq., 

GEORGE W. W HILLIER, 
Elcretary to tlte Commodore. 

Secretary, HoNOKO::-<c; GE.NEIIAL CHAMBER OF CollllllEUCE. 
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C'or.oxu.r. SECRETARY's OFFICE, 

HoNGKONG, lOth November, 1890. 
Sm,-I have the honour by direction of the Officer Administering the • 

Government to transmit to you copy of Despatch rccei,·ed from the Right 
Honourable the Secretary of Rtate for the Colonies respecting a proposed 
u iminution of the Hnte:> of Postage, together with copy of n. report thereon 
by the Acting As$i$tant Postmaster General. His Excellency would be 
obliged i f  the Memher� of the Chamber of Commerce_ would he so good as to 
favom him with their ,·icws Oil the suuject .-I luwe, &c., 

F. H. MAY, for Acting Colonial Secretary. 

F. HENDERSO:-<, E�q., 
ScCI'elary, HoNn KOXG G E:on;nAL CnAmn:n OF Co)D!ERCE. 

l'.�o. 8,266. Cor.OXIAL SECRETARY's OFFICE. 

IIo:-<GKOxu, 1 1th December, 1890. 
Sm,-With reference to my letter No. 3,0i4 of the 4th instant I a.m di· 

rectetl uy the Officer Administering the Government to acquaint you, for the 
information of the Chamuer of Commerce that llis Excellency has received 
a telegram from the Secretary of State for the Colonies stating that Her 
Majesty's Govcnnnent proposeJ to adopt the reduced postal rate of 2!d. on 
the ht of Junnary ami enquiring whether this Colony is prepared to inaugur­
ate a similar arrn;ngement with regard to the homeward mail leaving about 
that date. 

Lord KNUTSFORD having requested n. reply by telegraph His Excellency 
would be much obliged if the Chamber would f;wonr him with their views 
ou the question as soon as possible.-! have, &c., 

F. HE�DERSON, Esq., 
W. M. DEANE, Acting Colonial Srcretm·y. 

Secretary, HoNGlWXG GEx�:RAL CuA�rBER OF ComrERC�:. 

IIONGKOXG GENERAL CHA::IIBER OF CO::If::llERCE, 

IIoNGKO:'ir.; 1 3th December, 1890. 
Sm,-I have the hou:mr to acknowledge receipt of your esteemed com­

rrmnications of lOth NowmhN rmrl 1 I t.b Drccmher haYing reference to a 
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suggested retlnr· t ion in po,;tal rates, ancl requc:<t iu.!!' I I is Excclleney r hc Officer 
Administering the Go,·eJ'Illnent mi)!ht Le furni�hed witl1 the Yiews of the 
CommitteJ of this Chamber with regard to the propo!<ed chauge. . 

My Committee des ire me to state, with n:fer·eucc to the contemplutctl 

dimiuntion of rates of pos t age by the mails between t h i� ami Europe, that 

in pri nc ip le, as being a benefit to tnide, and doing away w ith the existing 

anomaly e f heavier rates of postage being charged by the English mails than 

tlwsc of other couutl'ie�, the alteratio:J is one t ha t commends itself for adop­

tion . .At the same time my Comm i t tee, wirh the meagre information before 

them, nre mmhle to expre�s an opin ion upon the pol icy of tbe dmnge as it  

will  affect t.hc finances of the colony . The colony',; postal establishment ap· 

pears to lea 1•c a smal l profit, while the c:Llculations submitted as the result of 
the contemplatc•l reduction of po,.tnge would prol>a bly s weep a way the profit 

and result in loss in thi:< branch of publ ic revenue. Again the payments 

with which this particular i tem of postal revenue is satltllell, �ay ' Contribu­

tion towards P. & 0. t:inbsidy ' anrl ' Share of other Countries,' would seem 
to show that the colony is already more heal'ily bnnlenetl tban it should be 

for the pecuniary benefits deri l·ed from thcoc particular mails. It also strikes 
my Commi ttee that some rectification should take place in the payments as 

stated in the Asi;istant Postmaster':> Rep•)rt, parngmph K o. 1 i, which shows 
that each letter by Engli�L mails  charged postage at. the rate of 5d. per half­

ounce contri bu tes from that amount 3.09d. to the Yarions cotii.Jtries through 

which it passes, leavi ng a poll it i ve loss to this colony which i t  will have to 

bear, not for its own mail matter only, hut also for that of ti.Jc Treaty Ports 

in Ch ina, if rates are redncell. It seems reasonable to expect that the whole 

of the Ios:> canse.l hy the postage retlnctiou shon hl not attach to this colony, 

but that a modifica.tion of the sums paid 

to Egypt . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  0.22d. 

ltaly . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  0.53d. 

France . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  0.3i d. 

LTnited IGng•lom . . . . . . .. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1 .6id. 

3.09d. 

should if possihle form part of the scbemc when the proposC\l reduction is 
di$CtJ�scd. Without :<ome reduction in the prese11 t charge, eYen if it be 
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possible only from the Imperial share, the whole on11;; of the contemplated 

reduced postage .sealo will fall upon this colony. The policy of other nations, 

who, with far le�s trn.de iuterests in Chinn than G rent Britain, and who sub­

sidise mails to··tlte Ea;;t, appears to bo_ to hear the entire cost of such mail 

communications thcm�el 1·es. 

1fy Committee would also :;ngge;;t that the face mlue of the present 

postage stamp conhl-as a temporary measure-be altered ! n accord with any 

unit thnt may be doci(led upon by simply printing on the �tamp� at present 

iu use, in buld hluck figure,., the new mine that may he decided. 

lt may perhaps be worth considering whether, in the future, the deno­

mination of the stamps for European mails should be altered from local cur­

rency to sterl ing. This would, in a gr�at measure, overcome the loss or 

profit from exchange flnctuntions falling upon the GoYernmeut n.nJ cause 

t h n t  incidence to lie with thoFe who are mainly intcrestell .-1 have, &c., 

The Iron. W. 1!. Dr:AXE, l\f.A., C.:\l.G. , 
Arting Colouial 8rl'1·etw·!l· 

L. 

F. HEi\DERSOX, ��·ecrctm·!l· 

Bmnsu :\h:nc.\:>TILE �LuuxE 0FFICF.r.s' Assocu.TIO!\. 

IIONt:KONG, 2211\l SeptcmLcr, 1 8!>0. 
SUXDAY LAB O U H  QUESTION. 

St n,-1 am tlircctoll to hand yon the enclosed copy of a special resolution 
which w11s ntlopted at a meetiug of this A ssociation held last Frit!ny night, 

and in so doing hn.1·c to !'ay that this Association trn�ts you will  he pleased 

to accede to its desire for a conference (either public or primte, the former 

preferred) in the hope that some modus 1·h·endi, as the outcome of our joint 

JeliLerationf', mny be happily arrin'd at in connection with this important 

question. 
I am further instructed to assme you that this Association desires to 

moYe, in respect to this much-Yexcd quest ion, in concert with shipowners 

and not-as some mny conjcctnrc or :wcr-in antagonism to employers ge­

nern.lJ,,·. 
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Hoping yonr honourable Chamber will fa\"Onr this rcqne�t for n confer· 

ence with its kind consideration and assming you of our deep esteem,-I have, 

&c., 

CHESNEY DU.KCAN, Ho1101 w'y Secretary. 

E. MACKINTOSH, Esq., 
Chai1•num, CH.HIBER OF Co:�mERCF., IIoNm;:oxa. 

RESOI .. UTION. 

" That in view of t:1e fact that official and general opinion sets forth that 

" the cessation of labour on board ships on Sunday in Hongkong eau be 

" effected only by the Chamber of Commerce, this Association decides that 
" special representations should be made to the Chamber of Commerce with 
" a  view to bringing about a conference bet'l'l"eeu delegates of this Associa.tiou 

" and the Chairman of the Chamber of Commerce." 

CHESNEY DUNCAN, Honorary Secretary, 

B. M. M. 0. Association. 

HoNGKONG GENERAL CHA>IBER o�· Co>DJERCE, 

H ONGKO;\G, 1 1  tb October, 1 890. 
Sm,-In tmswer to your favour of 22nd ultimo, which I have not had 

tl1e opportunity of replying to earlier, I am diJ'ccted to state that the Com ­

mittee of the Chamber will be happy to receive a deputation from the Briti:>h 

Mercantile Marine Officers' Association to consider the Sunday Labour 

Question on Friday, the lith in�tant, n t  four p.m. which hour it is hoped will 

prove convenient.-! am, &c., 

F. HENDERio;ON, •''ecrefw'JI· 
CHESNF.T D uNCAN, Esq., 

!loll. Secretary, llmTJSH �l£IWA�TTI.E :i\fAnJXE o�TI('F.RS' 
AssocLniO�, HoxcKoxG. 

BmTISH MERCANTH.E :MAm�E 0FFicrms' AssocrA'floN. 

lloNGKONG, 1 4th October, 1890. 

FiiR,-In reply to your esteemed favom of the l l  th instant, I have to 

!"ay thnt the (ln�· a.nd hour fixed for the reception of a depntntion of this As· 
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sociation by the Uowmittec of your hououraule Chamber will, as .far ns 1 

know at present, suit ndmirauly. 

I take this opportunity of tendering to you the thanks of the A�sociation 

for the favom of your good offices in respect to the armngement which you 

hn"e so kind ly effected.-1 am, &c., 

CIIEtiNEY DUNCAN, llonOJ·m:lf Sccreta1y. 

F. Ih:NDF.RSON, Esq., 

Secrctar!J, GEXERAL CrrA)WER OF ComtEJtCE, HoxGKOXG. 

J.Yo. 2,828. COL<J�I.\L tit::cnET.\In:':; OFFICE, 

lfu:-<GKOX<:, 25d.l September, 1 890. 

Sm,-I am (lircctc:l fly the Officer Admini;;tering tlte GoYcrnment to 
transmit to you, to he laid before the Chamber of Commerce, the cnclosel 

copy of l\ Circu lar Despatch from the Hight liononmhle the Secretary of State 

for the Colonie:<, anLI to ;;tale that His Execllcnq would he oblige.! if the 

Chamber would be goocl enough to fumish him w i th any information iu their 

power regarding qnoric� Ko�. 2 and 3 contniuc.l thcrein.-I luwc, &c., 

F. H. }lA Y, .fiJI· Acting Colonial Secrctw·!J : 
F. 1-IENDEH.SO:", Es<J., 

,C:,'ecrctar!J, GE:n:nAL Cu . .uwt::It OF Co)IUEitCE, UuxGKuxc:. 

HoxGJi.OXG G Ex�: nAr. CJJ.UIBE !l OF C\notERCE, 
lloxGrwxc;, 7th October, 1890. 

Sm,-l luwe the houour to ackuo\\'lt:tlgc receipt of your value:l com­

munication of 25th ultimo, anti am directed to state iu reply to certniu en­

quiries coutainccl in a Circular Dc�patch from the Hight Honourable the 

Secretary of l:itate for the Colouic,;. 

To query No. 2-\Yhethcr there i::> in fact any lahour ou Sunday::l i n  the 

docks or on the whmTes of the ports of the Colony under your Govern­

ment ? Y c�. 
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To qnery No. 3.-Whetl.ter such Snndrty labour i:; practical ly stopped hy 

Rules or llcgula.tions of public uotlics or 1y comhiuntion of workmen against 

it. ? No.-I have, &c., 

F. IIEKDERSON, Sec1·etar!J. 

The Hon. W. M. DE.\XE, l\LA.,  c.:\I.G., 
.AI'ling Colonial Ser1·etai'!J. 

liOXG KOXG G EXEHAL CH.UIHJ::It OF CO)D!ERCI':, 
n ()!\G KOX<<, 3 1 st October, 1890. 

DEAR SJR,-The Commil tee of the Ilongkong Chamber of Commerce 

have gh·en most careful con�>idemtion to the subject of Sunday Lnuour in 
this harbour which yonr deputation brought so forcibly to their notice nt the 

interview held on the 1 'ith in;;tant. To assist them in coming to a conclusion 

hased on the widest view,; the principal :\Iemhers of the Chamber iuterestctl 

in the Shipping of the Colony, were inritell to meet. the Committee to discuss 

the suuject. 

The unanimous opinion of tho�e present wn:; i t  would be impolitic to ask 

the Government, as you desiretl , to legislnte specially to stop Snmlay work 

in this harbour, the restrictioit being applied to vessels of all  nntionalities. 

The Committee are of opiuion thnt the Govemment could not legislate 
for the complete suppression of !3untlay lnbonr in this hnrbonr as the questions 

involved are very serious and would affect injuriously all the shipping interests 

of the Colony, aud particularly the large Chiuese population connocfetl there­

with. Indeed if such n rccommentlntion wa;; formulnted by the Chamber of 
Commerce, the Committee arc of opinion the Govemmcnt would not legislate 

in the direction sought hy your body. 

The Committee look upou the'q ne�tion as one that rc�ts solely between 

e1,1ployers autl'cmployhl.  But they nrc pleased to stafe that during the dis· 

cus:;ion which ensued at the meeting a strong opinion was evinced that all 

Europemt supervision for the loading and di,;cbarging of cargo during Sun· 

days, by vessel:; engaged in the local Coast tnule�, could be dispensed with 

if the officers elected. It therefore rests with inui vidual officers on the Coast 

trade to seek that privilege from their rcRpecti,·e employer�. 
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With regnn.l. to Oeean steamers as di�>tinguishell from Coast, the matter 

appears to the Committee to be somewhat differen t. The inci<lence of Snnuay 

work on officer s in those sen icc� is less frequeu t. than with the Coast. They 

may, and no doubt frequen tly do, escape !:iuntlay in this port. While on the 

average duration of an Ocean 1·oyagc �ay four mouth�, an occ:tsional Sunday 

work in I longkong does not appenr to the Committee to pt·esent an intoler­

ahle burden to officers. W ith Ocean ,·estieb touching at llougkong the work­

ing of cargo in port ou all tla.''s must [J(J considcrct ! one . of the i ncidents of 

the voyage. Ilougkoug presents some peculiarities : i t  is uot a terminus, 

the bulk of i ts  Ocean traffic cnt!s a t  �han ghai where " bar "  obstac les are 

met and the loss of tli <lay in Ilongkong migltt  lea<l to most serious pecun iary 

sacrifice to shipowners. 

The question therefore appenr;; to the Committee to l,e reduced to the 

smallest proportion;; . 

The Coast tmdc offi.cers cnn obtain without doubt on imli,·idual applica­
tion to their respective employer.; frcetlom from supcn·i sing c:wgo work on 

Sundays, while officers' of Ocean steamers remedy rc�t� a lso with their em· 

ployers. The latter while considcrinz the officers' appl ication for relief will  

doubtless bear in mind the infrequency of the incidence of Sunday work occur­

ring i n this port, and the probable great lo..;,; t hey iucur from delays in pro· 

secuting their voyage8 if they couceLie the Snnt!ay in this harbour to their 

employee�. 

Tlte Committee desire me to thank you for having brought the matter 

to their notice nnJ hope thei r efforts wil l  resul t  in the setllement of a ques­
tion that has for some time troublcll a �ection of the community.-! remain, 

&c., 

E. M A.CKIKTOSII, Cltuirman. 

C'nptain S. AsBTO:\, Prcsidl'nt, 

llnn' ISU �I ERCA:oiTILE NL-I.HINE Onncr:Rs' AssocuTIOX, IfoNGKONt: . 

llONGKO�w, lOth Kovemb�r, 1 890. 
Sut,-In acknowledging the receipt of mid thanking you for yonr letter 

of the 3 1st ult., I have to state that this body considers your proposition 

quite impracticable, for the followin� rcnson::. :-In the fir�t pln�c, no iu-
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tliviunal oHicer is intlependen_t euough t o  n1:�ke applicatiou to imli vidual 

owners for exemption fro to tlnty on �u lu.lay . \\' e consider that i u  doing so 
he woulu be rnnn!ng a personal risk which is n11tlesiraLlc. Secondly, some 
owners might gmciously grunt h is reque:;t, while others might object. For 

i nstanee, owners of foreign steamers and British Chinese-ownetl steamers i n  
the Straits o r  other trade m�gbt b e  very l i kely to object. In case of these 

objection:;, we can only view with 1�lnrm tli fficn l tics between indivi,[ual officers 
and individual owner;; which we as an A�soc.iat ion wi:;h studiously to avoitl. 

In conclusion, I ma.y atltl that the Briti,;h mercantile marine olllcer is a man 

who would not :;tmlll by disinterestedly while foreign i n terests were gaining 
nu advantage over those of his employers. \\. c take pride iu our ships and 

in our werk ; ant! w·e would rather work 011 l:iuwlays or any other day thau 
see our employers suffer. But i t is not ueee�;;ari ly ntlmitted that either public 
or pri vate in terests woultl he prejud iced were lahom totally suspended on 
board ships in this port on Snutln.y.-I have, &c., 

S. ASHTO.N, President, 
B .  M. �1. 0. A��:�ociation . 

. 
To E. :\LACKI�TOSII, E,;q., 

Chairman, Cn.uumn OF Co3DIERC'£ . . 

. No. 8,2.'2/!. CoLO�LAL �ECP.ETAnY'i< OFFICI,, 

lloxc KO�r;, 2ntl December, 189 1 .  

Sm,-I hnYo the honom b,,- direetiou o f  the Officer Administering tile 
Government with refereuce to pre,-iou� cone:>pontlcncc to t'rausmit to you 
for the consideration of the Chamber of Commc1'ce a copy of n. letter from 
Commander DAwsox, H.K., to the C9lonial Office ou the subject of Sunday 

Labour in the IInrbom of I Iougkong. 
As t.his commuuication has been sc11t to I lis E xcellency for considera­

tion and report., I am to state that His Excellency wi l l be obliged to your 
Chamber for any observati on:; thercon which they may desire to make.-1 
lla\·e, &c., 

W. ilL DEA�E, Acting Colouial Secretar!l. 

F. 1-IENDEnsox, Esq., 
S::crctm'!}, IIoXGKOXG GEXEHAL CnAmJEr. OF COlt:ll lmct:. 



L. 
( Co]Jy.) 1 1 ,  Bt·C'KiXGJIA)! STREET, STRA?\D, 

LONDON, W.C., 14th October, 1890. 

SUNDAY LABOUR lX IIOXGKONG HARBOUR. 

MY LORD,-! h:we the honour to enclose n copy of the China 11-Jail of 
September 8th, 1890, containing a very temperate nchlress by the President 
of the Mercantile Marine Officers' Association on the working of cargoes on 
Sundays in Hongkoug Ilarhonr, which cliscretlits the Briti:;h flag nnd the 
Government of a Crown Colouy, and by which the officers of ship�, who pre­
sented a numerously �ignetl petition to the Governor, nre the ·chief sufferers. 

The Gltina M((il from time to time states that the pnhlic opinion of the 
Colony is in favour of reasonable restriction on compulsory Sunday work 
afloat. The Chamber of Commerce, who arc said to be opposed to snch re­
str ictions as exist in the Australian am! other Colonies, do not represent in 
any wny either the general public of Hongkong or their own personal opinions 
on this matter ; but act as the agents and consignees of nbsentee shipowners 
and merchants in England am! Scotlancl, who w0ttltl not dare to do at home 
whnt they compel their officers to clo at HoHgkong. 

The · restrictious prnyetl for by seamen could do no harm to the trade of 
Hongkong, as there is no other port iu the China seas to which ships could resort. 

Nor could such re,:trictious injure shipowners or merchant�:<, as they would 
simply do ar; in Anstralin, Yiz., time their �tcam-�hips, which :uc the chief 
offenders, to arrive at Hougk<.ng in the beginning of the week instead of on 
Saturday or Sunday. 

Seamen ask your Lordship to enact ut Hongkong whn.t has worked well 

at Bombay for eight years, where the c6olies are heathen a� at Hongkong, 
the Bombay Standing Orcler .Ko. l ,802 of 23nl August, 1882, m.erely alt.eriug 
the word " rn  pees " into " clollars." 

The Order runs thus :-

" Snndny working on bonnl steamers iu the harbour shall be 
" permitted on payment, in nd<lition to the onliunry fees at present 
" levied, of a fee equal to one day's tlemurrngc, subject to a minimum 
" charge of 50 rupees a111l a maximum charge of 200 mpees, for 
" each ship on board of which work is carried on. ·  Demurrage for 
" this purpose to I ·C' calculated at the rate of 6! annas per ton of 
" registcre.l tonnage." 
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Yolnntar_l' nction on tbe pan of s ome �ltipowncr;; wonl�l place them nt 

n. disaJvunt{lge in competing with ri1·al� in trnJc whether foreigners or 

Englillh, I'O that a genei·al measure wonld be fait· to nil alike. 

·with Ycry cordial ti.nnks to yonr Lonl�hip for the very kind attention 

you have so freely given to this great grieYnnce of seamen,-! hn1·c, &c., 

w�r. DA WSON, Commander, R. N. 

Ho�GKo:-�o GE!\F.tuL CnA)!BER OF Co)nuwcE, 

IIoNGKOXG, 1 5th December, 1 890. 

::lm,-1 h:we the honour to ncknowletlge receipt of your letter No. 3,222· 

of 2nd instnnt, hnndiug cop,v of a communication from Commntuler D.HVSON, 

R . .N:, on the :mbject of Snt1day labour in this harbour on which you desire 

my Committee's Yiews. 

It may be within your knowledge that this matter has recently been the 

subject of careful consideration by thh; Chamher. The 1:\bomsitle of the 

question havi11g been forcibly put before the l\1emLer>J of the Committee at 

an interview with the delegates of British Mercanti le Marine Officers' As­

so<:iation held on the I 'ith OctoLer. 

After <:nreful consideration of the case in all its hearings the enclosed 

letter dated 31st October was aJLiresscd by the Chairman of tl 1 i;. Clmmber to 

the President of the British :\Iercantilc Mariue Officers' A:>sociation. !fo that 

letter the reply attached dated lOth Novemher wns receive(!. From these 

communicn.tions you have i n  full dctn.il the opinions of the Committee and the 

present position of the matter. 

I am to add that Commander DA wsox aml those who take the labour­

side of the question-from the way in which they discuss the subject-would 

appear to suggest that t.he alleged griemnce of Sunday labour is one that 

affects such members of a particular hDLly continuously every Sunday in the 

year the same u.s if that section of the community were resident in Hougkong 

and on them fell each seventh day the labour of which they complain. Such 

is not the case ancl it  is questionable if  the :Members of the British Mercantile 

Marine Officers' Association, who are chiefly, if  not solely, engaged in the 

Coast trade of the China seas, do not in a majority of instances escape all  

Snnclay work while tho�e on whom it has fallen in the pn1<t are only called 

' . 
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upon to super vise cargo on a \'ery small percentage of t.he Sundays in the 

year. l\fy Committee, you will see, have suggested means by which the local 

trade officers could entirely escape- the labour to which they object, and I am 

informed that one line of Coast steamers has -volnntarily instructed their Corn� 

mantlcrs to release their officers from supervision of cargo on Sundays on 

board its vessels. But the Committee's suggestions do not appear to suit the 

views of the Bdti:<h i\Iercantile Marir.e Offieer::J' A ssociation . 

Commander J)A wsox's recommendation that deprntures should Le timed 

by �hipowner:;; and agents to avoid the ftecessity for the arrival in IIongkong 

on Sundays is not practicable in the :z:reat majorit y  of c·nses, for weather con­

siderations ou lung routes prevent the adoption of such measures becoming 

operative. I wonltl further add there is n consitlemble hotly of local share­

holders interested in the Coast trade fleets nud that home interests do not 

predominate to the extent Commander DAwso� intimates.-! hnvc, &c., 

The Hon. vY. M. DEANE, l\I.A., c . :M.G., 

Acting Colonial Sccrefm?J· 

1\1..1[. 
C l RC U L A H . 

F. HENDERSON, Secretary. 

DowNING STnEET, 

Gth Scptrmber, 1800. 

S r n,- I have the honour to transmit to you, for any obsenations your 
G overnment may have to offer, an extract from a letter ti·om the Doard of 

Trade, enclosing a copy of the Merchant Shipping· Act Amendment (No. :J) 
Dill, which was i ntroduced into the House of Commons lust Session, and 

which proposes to amend the law in respect of timbeJ' deck loads in winter, 

bulkheads in iron vessels, and the landing· of li,·e cattle in the United 

:Ki n g·dom. 
As the measure may possibly he re-introduced next Session, I have to 

request that I mny be favoured with the observations of your Government 

at their early convenience.-! have, &c., 

KNUTSFORD. 

The Officer A tlmill'i�tering the Gom·nment of llonyll(lng. 
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A B I LL 
TO 

Restrict the Deck-loading of Timber and LiYe Cattle, 

and to provide Water-tig·ht Bulkheads. 

B
E it enacted by the Queen's most Excellent 1\fltjesty, by and with the 

advice and consent of the Lords Spiritual and Temporal, and Com. 
mons, in this present Parliament a.ssembled, and by the authority of the 
same, ns follows : 

1· From and after the thirty-first day of October one thousand eight 

hundred and nitzety the twonty.fourth section of the Merchant Shipping 
.Act, 1876 (which relates to timber deck-loa-ds in winter), sha-ll be amended 
as follows ,::..__ 

(i.) In sub-section (c) the words " to a height exceeding. three feet 
above the deck " shall be repealed ; 

(ii.) �ny wood goods carried in contravention of the said section 
as l1ereby amended shall be treated as smuggled goods, and 
be forfeitrd to Her Majesty, and may be seized and detained 
by any officer of Customs or officer of the Boa1d of Trade 
without prejudice to any prosecution or other proceedi11g for 
a penalty. 

2. It shall be lawful for the Board of Trade f1·om time to time by 
notice published in the London Gazette and otherwise as they think fit to 
declare that the regulations as to water-tight bulkheads for the time being 
required by the Committee of Lloyd's Rcgi,-ter of Merchant Shipping to 
be observed in the construction of iron 'l'essels shall (with or without any 
general or special exceptions or modifications) be applied in the construction 
or alteration of iron vessels to be registered as Br:tish ships after such date 
or dates as may be specified in any such notice. 

If a British ship to · wltich any such regulations are so applied, and 
which is not constructed and maintained in acco1·danee with the same, pro. 
ceeds to sea from any British or foreign port, and is lost or wrecked, the 
master and every owner thereof shall be jointly and severally liable to pay 
to the Board of Trade on demand the sum of tllree hundred pounds for 
every person on boo.rd such 'l'cssel, unless the master or owner proves as 
regards any such person that he is alive, or that the contravention of t}l(l 
said regulations did not contribute to the loss o1• wreck of the ship, 
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Any sum s o  paid shall be applied � the lloa.rd of 'frntltJ direct for 
the benefit of the family or relations of pet·aons on baard the ship whose 

lives arc lost. 
For the purposes of this section a cel'titlcate of the Bon.rd of Trade 

that a ship is prc>nmed lost shall be ovidonco of the loss. 

3. Live cattle shall not after the first dag of Ja11uar!/ one tl•o11sand. �������:.r 
eight lHwd.red. a11d ni11elg-one bJ 1:\ml�d at any port in the U nitcd Kingd:>.m 

from any ship, whether Bt·itish Ol' foreign, ft·om any 1nrt or place wc.>t of 

the t\vclfth parallel of west lo:-.gitud�. Any e11ttle so landed in contra. 

'l'ention of this section slull b� forfeited to Her �hjesty, and may be seized 

and dcta.inctl by any offieJr of C'u;tom; or of the Board of Trade. 

The Board of Trade ma.'l' horn time to t.imo m tke rcgttla.tions exempt. 

ing from this section any dc3Cription of e.lttle not imported for the purposes 

of sale for food. 

4. This Act may be cited as the U.ftJrchant Ship;•ing (�o. 2) Act, 1800. Short title. 

(Copy.) 
No. 5()7. 

lTAHBOUR DEPAUTi\fEN'J', 

Hoxa Ko:-<G, 15th November, 18()0. 
SI R,-With reference to your lettct· of 8th instant transmitting· for my 

observations documents received fl·om the Secretary of State refet·ring to the 
amendment of the law respecting- Deck-loading of Timber, and Live Cattle, 
and ·water-tig-ht Bulkheads, I have the honour to report that I have no 
observations to offer with reference to the two former snhjects, but with 
reference to Bulkheads I forward a minute by the Government 1\Inrine 
Surveyor on the suhject, ,;. ith which I concut·.--I have, &c.1 

H. MUHHAY RUl\ISEY, Harbour illaste1·. 
lion. W. :\I. DEANE, C .. M.G., 

(Copy.) 

Acting Colonial Secretary. 
GovERNMENT ·MARINE S u RVEYon.'s OFF ICE, 

lioNGKONo, 14th November, 11-l()O. 
" Re B u LKHEADs." 

SI It,-The instructions say that Surveyors are to see tlw.t all sea-going­
vessels are fitted with a collision bulkhend ahd a water-tig-ht compartment 
over the stern tube, and not to refuse a declaration if other bulkheads are 
not fitted unless he thinks the ship is not seaworthy. I think it should be 
distinctly understood that DulkheaJ:, should be fitted at the fore part of 
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boiler room and after part of eng·iue ruom at least, these l.JUlkhcads are fitted 
as a rule, al�houg·h the instructions do not enforce them.-I have, &c., 

G. P.E E OLES, G01:ernment j!farine Su1'VC.'IJOI'. 
'l'HB HARBOUR MASTER. 

HoNGKONo G F. S ERAL CHA3IUEn oF Co)IMEJWE, 

HoNGKoNo, 30t.h December, 1800. 

Sm,--1 have the honour to ncknowlcdg·e receipt of your esteemed com­
munication, No. 3,Hl0, of ::lOth November handing· copy of Merchant Shipping 
Amendment Act (No. :!) Bi ll and asking an expression of opinion from the 

Chamber as to the requirements of the Act in respect to Deck-loads of 

Timber in winter, the la.nding of Live Cattle in the United Kingdom, and . . 
Bulkheads for Iron V esse Is. 

I have now the pleasure to inform you that the above letter wac; laid 
before the Committee nt

. 
their last monthly meeting when I was directed to 

thank you for having broug·ht the Act to their notice, anti to state in reply 

to yonr request, that as shipments of Deck-loads of Timber, and the treat­
ment of Live Cattle do in no way affect the trade of rhe Colony my Com­

mitt.ee, on these points, have no observations to offer. 
With regard to Bulkheads in Iron Vessels my Committee are ()f opinion 

that the requirements of the Act will be sufficiently cat•ed for b,r the local 
SurvP.yors in the ordinary course of their duties when called upon to report 
'on the condition of vessels trading with this Port.-! have, &c., 

lion. F. FLE)fll\0, C.l\I.G., 
Colonial &cretnry. 

F. HENDERSON, Secretm:;. 

N. 
SIIARERROKERs' AssociATION oF Ho.xt.;; KONG, 

1 2th January, 1891. 
Sm,-1 am desire.! hy the Committee to hring to your notice, for the 

information of the Chamber, thu.t the SharelJrokcrs of Uongkong have 

formed themseh·es into " The Stockbrokers' Association of Hongkong." 

In this connection I haxe the honour to enclose a copy of a scale of 

charges for broht•ages which has been agrectl upon by the General Corn-
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mittee of the Association, who trust that the same will  meet with the support 

of the Chamber.-! have, &c., 

W. H. YOUNG, Honorary Secretm·y. 
F. H ENDERSO:S, Esq., 

Secretary, HONGKONG GE:sERAL C HAM B E R  OF Co:ID!ERCE. 

THE STOCKBROKERS' ASSOCIATION OF HONGKONG. 

TARIFF OF BROKERAGES 

To be charged to Buyer and Sellel'. 

Banks, . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  . .  

Do. New Issue, 
New Oriental, . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  . 

Brown & Co., H. G .. . . . . . . . .  . 
Camp bell, :Moore & Co., .. . 
China Borneo, . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  . 

China Sugar, . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  . . 
Chinese Loan '84 C, . . . . . . } 
Chinese Loan '86 E, . . . .  . .  

Cruickshank & Co., .. . . . . . . . 

Dairy Farm, . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  . .  

Fenwick & Co., Geo. 
Gonion & Co., A. G. . . .. .. 
Green Island Cement, . . . .  . . 
Hongkong Brick & Cement, 
Hongkong & China Bakery, 
Hongkong & China Gas, . .  . 
IIongkong Electric, . . . . . . .  . . 

Hongkong IL-L. Tramways, 
Hongkoug Ice, . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  

Hongkong & lC. Wharf & G., 
Hongkong Rope, . . . . . . . . . .  . . 
II'kong & Whampon. Dock., 

HoTELS. 

.50 cents. 
50 do. 
50 do. 
50 do. 
10 uo. 
25 do. 
50 do. 

1 18 °/ , 0 
25 do. 
2.') do. 
25 do. 
25 do. 
50 do. 
2.') do. 
50 do. 
50 do. 
10 do. 
.SO do. 
50 do. 
50 do. 
50 do. 
50 do. 

Straits Fire, . . . . . . . . . . . . .  . . 
Straits Marine, . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  . 
Union, . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  . 
Yangtsze, . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  . . 

25 cent� . 

25 do. 
50 do. 
50 do. 

LAND & BUILDING. 
Ilongkong L. Investment., .. 50 
Kowiooi1 L. Investment, . . . 25 
Peak l3nilding, . . . . .. . . .. .. . . . 25 
Hmnphreys' Estate, 50 
West Point Building, .. .. .. 50 

· Lnzon Sugar, . . . .. . .  . .  . .. .. . 50 

MINING. 
Balmor-.tl Gold, . . . . . . . . . . . . 25 
Charbonnnges, . . . . . . . . . . . .  $2.50 
Imnris, . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1 0  
Jelebn, . . . . . . .. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  1 0  
Pnnjom, . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 10 
Raub�, .. .. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 10 
Sclan1a, . .  . . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . . .  . .  . .  l 0 

Do . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  1 0  
PLANTI:SG. 

do. 
do. 
do. 
do. 
do. 
do. 

do. 

do. 
do. 
do. 
do. 
do. 
do. 

E1�st Borneo, . . . . . . . . . . . . ... I 0 · clo. 
Lahuk Planting, . . . . . . . . . . . .  25 do. 

Austin Arms, . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. 25 . do. Lamag Planting, . . . . . . . . . . . .  10 do. 
Ilongkong Hotel, . . . . . . . . . . . . 50 do. Songei Koyah, . . . . . . .. . . . . . . . 1 0  do. 
Penk Hotel, . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 25 do. STEA)ISUIP CO)IPA.sn:s. 
Shameen, . . . .. .. . . . .  " . . . . . . . .  25 do. 

China & Manila, . . . . . . . . . . . . 50 do. 
lNSURA:SCES. D I s s c 50 d oug as . . o., . . . . . .  . . .  o. 

Canton, . . . . . . . .. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 50 do. H'kong, Canton & ?.1acao, . .  25 do. 
China Fire, . . . . . . : . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  50 do. · Indo-Chin.'"b S. Navigation, 50 do. 
China Traders', . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 50 do. Steam Launch, . . . . .. .. . . . .  25 do. 
Hongkong Fire, . . . . . . . . . . . . $1 .00 Trust & Loan Co., . . . . . . . . .  1 5  do. 
North China, . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  $2.50 Do. Founders', . . . .. . . . . $5.00 
Singapore, . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . . . . . . . 2.5 do. \Yatson & Co., A. S . . . . . .. 15 do. 

For the Committee, 
W. H. YOrNG, Honorary Sec1·etary. 

12th January, 1891. 
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Ho:\"GKoxG GENERAL CHA:UJ.u::n Of' Co�mERCE, 

HONGKONG, 30th January, 1891. 

Sm,-I have the honour to acknowledge receipt of your esteemed com­

munication of 12th instant to which I haYe debyed replying to admit of its 

being laid before the Committee at the usual monthly meeting. 

Your letter and the scale for brokerages by which it was accompanied 

have had the careful attention of my Committee nnd as it was brought to their 

notice -presumably with tbe object of eliciting some expression of opinion 

on their part-they venture to snggest some alterations, indicated in the list 

returned herein, which i n  their opinion might perhaps be more a(lvantageously 

adopted than those named by tbe Sharcbrokcrs' Associat ion. 

l\ly Committee are much pleased to have tho opportuui �y of congratulat­

ing the l\Icmbcrs in having formed thcmsel ves into a co-opm-.\te body, and they 
hope the Sbarcbrokers' Association will ue found to fully answer the ends 

for which it was establishctl.-I have, &c., 

F. IIE:'\DERSO.X, Secretary. 
W. H .  YouNG, Esq., 

Honomry Sec1·ctary, 

SRAUEBROKERS' ASSOCIATION OF HONGROXG. 

ubnutlcd 
"-' b C S 

. l l'roposeJ by 

0 oll - 0111-

Sharebr.okers': 
mittee of 

.A . . 1 Chum ber ssocmt10n. f C --------------''------------- I o ommcrcc. 

Korth China Insurance Cci., Ltd., . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  . 
Straits ln�urauce Co., Ltd., . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. ....  . .  
Straits Fire Insumnce Co., Ltd., . . . . . . .. . . .. . . . . . . 

Singapore Insnrance Co., Ltd., . . .. . . .. . . . . . . . . . . . . . 
Ge:>. Fenwick Co., Ltd., . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  . .  

A .  G .  Gonion Co., Ltd., . . . . . . . . .. . . ... . . . . . . . . . .  . . 
lndo-Chiua S team Kavigatiou Co., . . . . . . . . . . . . .  . .  

$:2.50 
25 CC!ItS. 
25 do. 
25 do. 
25 do. 
2.5 do. 
50 do. 

8 1 .00 
10 cents. 
10 do. 
10 do. 
10 do. 
10 do. 
25 do. 
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Douglas Steam-ship Co., Ltd., . .. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1 
Steam Launch Co., I.ttl., . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  : 
Kowloon Laud Jnve�tment., .. . . . . . .. . .. . . . . . . . . . . . . ! 
..Austin Arms, . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  1 
Peak Bniluing, . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1 
·west Point Building, . . . . . . . . . . . . ... . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  1 
Shnmeen Hotel, . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . : . . . . . . .  ! 
Bnhnoral Gold M ining Co., .. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  1 
China Borneo Co., . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 
Lnbuk Plantiug Co., . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  � 
H. G. Brown & Co., . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 
A. S. \-Yatson & Co., . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . · · • · • ·  · . . . . . 1 
Hongkong Brick & Cement, . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . "i 
G reen Island Cemeut Co., . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 
Dn.iry Farm, . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. 

I 

Submitted 
. hy 

Share brokers' 
As><ocin.tion. 

50 cents. 
2.5 do. 
25 do. 
2 "  i) do. 
25 do. 
50 do. 
25 do. 
25 do. 
2.'5 (]0. 
2li do. 
iiO do. 
1 5  do. 
2;} do. 
50 do. 
25 do. 

Proposed 'by 
Sub-Com­
mittee of 
Chamber 

of Commerce. 

25 cent�. 
10 do. 
1 0  do. 
1 0  do. 
1 0  do. 
25 do. 
1 0  do. 
1 0  do. 
1 0  do. 
1 0  do. 
!!5 do. 
1 0  do. 
1 0  do. 
1 0  do. 
10 do. 

SHAREBROI\EHS' ASSOCIATION OF HONCKOXG, 

4th Febrnary, 189 1 .  
Sm,-I a m  desired by. my Commit tee to express t o  the Chamber of 

Commerce their appreciation of the good wishes for the success of the Stock­
brokers' Association, conveyed in your esteemed letter of the 30th ultimo. 

The. alterations suggested in the scale of IJrokernges will Le submitted 
to my Sub-Committee for their careful cousidemtion, and in this conncctio11 
I shall ha \'C pleasure in writing you later 011.-l have, &c., 

W . H. YOPNG, Ilonomry Secrcfa1'!f. 

F. liENDEnsox, Esq., 

Sec1·etm·y, HoNGKONC Gr:sF.RAL CnAlfBEn OF CO)L\IERCE. 

SuAnEBROKEns' AssociATION OF HoxGKoxo, 

February, 1891. 
Sm,-Iu further reference to ronr esteemed letter of 30th ultimo, I now 

ttave the honom to inform you that my Genernl Committee hnYe, with a few 
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exceptions, altere,) their ,;cale of charges ·for hrokcm,gcs in acconl;wce with 

the suggestions of the Chamber of Commerce. 

I now beg to enclose for the information of the Chamber the revised 

scale of cl tn.rgcs.-1 ba I'C, &c., 

W. H. Y OUNG, lfonorm y Secrclal'y. 
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Femnck & Co., Geo. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  25 do. 1 0  do. 
Gortlon & Co., A. G .  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  . . . . . . . . .  25 do. 10 Jo. 
Green lRiand Cement Co., . . . . .  . .. . . . .  . . .  . . .  . . . .  . .  5 0  do. 25 do. 
Hongkong Brick & Cement,. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  25 do. 10 d o. 

· Shnmeen Hotel, . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  2.5 do. 1 0  do. 
North China Insurance Co., . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  . . . . . . . . .  $2.50 $ 1 .00 
Peak I�uihling, . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 2.'> do. 10 do. 
Steam Lnunch Co., . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  . • . 25 do. 10 do. 

�Yo. 1,090. 

o. 
Cor.oxTAL SECRETARY's OFFicE, 

1-IoxGKOxc:, 30th May, I H!JO. 

Sm,-I am d i rected by His Excellency the Acting GoYernor to transmit 

to you for tbe information of the Chamber of Commerce the documents 
�pccificd in the nnnexed schedule.-! have, &c., 

F. H. MAY, .for Acting Colouial Sccretm·y. 
Tltc Chairman, I IoxGKOXG GENERAL CHAMBER OF ComiEnCF.. 

No. Date. 

1 889-1 890 

Description of. Documents. 

Copy of correspondence respecting n new Com­
mercinl Connmtion with Egypt. 
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Commariul Con1·ention between Great Britain and Eyypt. ­

Signed at Cai1·o, Oetober 29th, 1889. 

The Uutlersignell, Sir E \•clyn Baring, G.C.:\1.G., K.C.n., K.C.S.T., 
C.J.E., :Miu i�ter Plenipotentiary, Agent and Consul-General of Her Britannic 
Majesty in Egypt, ami His Excellency Zoulfikar Pasha, Minister for Foreign 
AffaiJ·s of the Government of His Highnes;; the Khellive of Egypt ; 

Duly autuorizet! by their respective Governments, and so far as Egypt 
i;; concerned within the limit:> of the powers conferred by the Imperial 
Firm:ws, have agreed to the following :-

ARTICLE I. 

Tuere sha.ll be reciprocal freedom of commerce nntl mwigntion between 
the Unit Cl! Kingdom of Great Britain and Ireland aml Egypt. British sub­
jects in Egypt, and Egyptians in the United Kingdom of Great Britain and 
helanll, shall hase l iu01ty freely to come, with their ships and cargoes, to all 
places and ports in the other country to which natives are or may be per­
mitted to come, and shall enjoy respectively the same rights, privileges, 
Hborties, favours, immnnities and exemptions in matters of commerce and 
na\·igation as are or may be enjoyed by nati\'CS, without having to pay any 
tux Ol' impost great.er than those pail! hy the same. 

ARTICLE l i. 
No other or hig-�1e1· duties shall he imposed on the importntion into the 

United Kingdom of Great Britain and Irela.nd of any article, the produce or 
manufacture of Egypt, from whatever place arriving, anti no other or higher 
duties sball be imposell on the importation into Egypt of any article, the 
produce or manufacture of the United Kingdom of G reat Britain and Ireland, 

from whate,·er place arriving, than on the like article produced or manufac­
tured in any other foreign country ; nor shall any prohibition be maintained 
or imposetl on the importation of any article, the proLl nce or manufacture of 
either of the Contracting Countries, into the other, from whatever place 
arriving, which shall not equally extend to the importation of the like article 

being the produce or manufacture of auy other foreign country. 
This last provision is not applicable to the sanitary aut! other prohibi· 

tio:.1s occasionctl hy the necessity of protecting the :safety of persons or of 
cattle, or of plants uscfnl to agriculture. 
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Tobacco of all kind�, tomb:<c, salt, saltpetre, natron, h asheesh, n rms of 

every description, ammunition, gunpowder, and explo:::iblc material, are 

excluded from the stipulations of the present Convention. 

ARTICLE TII. 

No other or higher duties or charges shall be imposed in the United 

Kingdom of Great Britain a11d Ireland or in Egypt resp·ectively on the 
exportation of any article to the other Contracting Country than snch as are 

or may be payable on the exportation of the like mticle to any other foreigt� 

country ; nor shall any prohibition Le imposed on the exportation of any 

article from either of the two Contracting Countries to the other which shall 

not equally extend to the exportation of the like article to any other foreign 

country. 

ARTICLE IV. 

The Contracting Governmeuts agree that in all matters relating to com­

merce ant! nnvigution, any pri\"i lcge, favour, or immunity wbate\'Cr whicl� 

one Contracting Party has actually granted, or may hereafter grant, to the 

natives of any other SttLte shall, on the demand of the other Contrncting 
Government, be immediately and unconditionally extended to the natiYcs of 

the other Contracting Party, which shall, by the simple fact of such demallll ,  

assume, as rcgnrds Admini,;trntive Regulations of Customs, Coast-Guard, 

and Police, all the obligations incumbent on the State with which it demands 

assimilation. 

ARTICLE V. 

British ships shall, in Egypt, and Egyptian \'essels shall, in the United 
ICingJom of Great JJritain aml IrclauJ, from whatcwr place arriving, and 

whatever may be tl1e place of origin or destinn l ion of their cargoes, be treated 

in every respect ns national ships. 

The preceding stipulation applies to ]oral treatment, dues anti charges 

i n  the ports, basins, d oc h, romlstends, :md harbours of the two countries, pilot­

age, and generally to all matters connected wit h navigation. 

A l l  >essels which, according to Briti�h Jaw, are to be de<med British 

vessels, and all Yessels which, nrcording to Egyptian Jaw, are to be deemed 

Egyptian ves�el�, shall, for tl:e puri:oses of this Con
.
YCntion, he respectively 

deemed British or Egyptinn yes�els. 
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The coa:;t ing U'.t�lc ami i!tterior na >igation, however, arc cxccptctl from 

the preceLling stipulations, and rema.in sul,ject to the respective laws of the 

two conntrie�. 

All artic les, from whatever place arriving, ant! whatever may be their 

place of origi n, may be imported or cxpot'tcd in the vcsseb of the Contracting 

Part ies without being l iab le to :wy other restriction or higher duties in the 

other country than if the artidcs were ex portecl or importcJ in uati vc vessels, 

or in tlwsc of any other � tale. 

ARTICLE VI. 

'l'hc untlermcntioned g0otb, the produce Ot' mn nn fact urc of the U n itetl 

Kingdom of Great Britain and Irelmnl, shall pay, on im portation into Egyi>t, 
duty not exceeding 10 per cent. ad �·.1/orem, Yir..  : --

1 .  Metals, raw, partially nmnufacturc.l an:l wl10lly manufactured, in-
• 

eluding ma.chiuct)' nnd parts thereof, agricultural machines ami implements, 

railwn,y and tramway carriages aml e!lginc,.:, hanlw:tre, and a l l  articles of 

which moral:; (except gold or sih·er) m·c the princip!ll component. 

2. Cut lery, ordinary, that i -< to �ay, with lmnd lc:; of any material except 

gold, sih·er, pearl, or tortoiseshell. 

3. Y nm:;, thread�, conlag-c, ami cables, ucb, Ye! vets, and all other fabrics, 

p lai n , open-work, or fauc_v, nuhlcachc.l, hleachcd, priutcd or dyed, manufac­

t ured from any vegetable fibre, Fnch as cotton, jute, flax, hemp, rhea, palm, 

a loe, or the like. 
4. Yams and fabrics as ennmcratetl in Clas:; 3 m;�nufacturcd from wool, 

wor�ted, mohair, dcuua, ca:ncl-hair, or any an ima l fibre except silk. 

5. M ixed fabrics of the material� enumerated in Classes 3 a nil 4, allll 

also with an admixture of silk or waste ;:ilk not exceed ing 20 per cCJ.it. in 

weight of the wl10lc fabric. · 

6. Coal .  
i. Judigo. 

�. H icc . 
9. Oi l-:;ccd�. 

The Egyptian Government prcscncs an absolute right respecting the 

taxation of all ot her articles. The Regulations and taril1c:�t ions of such 

other articles shall be applicable to British subjects under the same conditions 

as to nati ,·es or to foreigner.'l the most fayourcd in tha� re�pect. 
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The tlutic:; ad l'ttlorem le\'icll in Egypt on good:; the produce or manu­

facture of the Un ited King•lom of Great Britain nml Ireland shall bo calcu­

lated on the value at the place of shipmeut or purchase of the object imported, 

with the addition of the cost of transport, inclmling insurance, necessary for 

the importation into Egypt as far as t.he port of discharge. 

For the levying of the:se duties the importer shall make a written 

declaration at the Cu:;tom-house, stating the de;;cription of the goods import­

ed and t.heir value at the port of di:;cbarge. 

The Customs may further, iu coutci)ted cases, in�ist on the production 
of Rll t.be documents which should accompany consignments of merchandize, 

such as invoices, policies of insurance, correspondence, &c. 

If the Custom-house authorities s-hall be of opinion that the declnrct! 
Vitlue i:s insufficient, they shall be at liberty t.o take the goods on paying to 

the importer the price declared by him, with an addition of 5 per ceut. This 

payment, together with the restit.ution of :my duty which may have been 
levied upon such goods, shall be made within the fifteen days following the 

decln ration. 

· The said authorities shall also have the right of taking the duties in 
kind. Iu order to take the duties iu kind the Customs shall  have the right 

of selecting the articles according to their decbred l'alue until the amount 
due to them shall be reached. 

ARTICLE VII. 

In order to establish for a fi xe<! period the Yn.lue at. the port of eut ry of 

the principal nrticles taxed acl t:alorem, the Administration of the Egyptian 
Customs shall invite the principal merchants interested in the trade of the 

said articles to proceed in common with them to establish a Tariff for a 

period not exceeding twelve months. 

The Tariff thus fixed ,;hall, until a Chamber of Con)merce representing 

the cutire tradtl of Alexandria shall have been crentetl, be communicatcll by 

the Egyptian Customs to the British Consulate of Alexandria, noll shall be 

considercll as officially recoguized, as regards British produce an1l subjects, 

if tho Consulate makes no form:tl oppo�ition during the fortnigh t  foll01Ying 

this communication, 
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ARTICLE Ylli . 

Export duties may be levied i n  Egypt at the rate not exceeding 1 per 

cent. ad t•alorem. 
The value of articles exported shall be dcterrnineJ by the Custom>, who 

will, as far as possible, cause periollic Tariffs to be established. 

The Egyptian Government reserves the right to insist on the exporter 

of the articles produoiug proof of the payment of the special internal tnxes 

to which tbe a rticles in question may be liable ; i f  tho said proof is not 

fun1ished, the exportation of the articles may be prohibitetl . 

Merchandize to be tratBhipped, whether directly or :�fter baving been 

conveyed by mil across Egyptinn territory, or phtced in bou,led stores, is 

free from all import or export duty. Bnt articles iutel\lled for the uso of 

the vessels which ship them are lialJlc to a duty equivalent to the export 

duty, i. e., 1 per cent. ad valorem. 

ARTICLE IX. 

If one of the Contracti ng Parties shall impose an excise tax, that is to 

say, an inland duty, npou any article of home production or ma.nufactnre, 

an equivalent compensatory tlnty may be imposcll on . n.rticles of the same 

description on their importation from the territories of th e other country, 

provided that the said equivalent duty i:; levied on like article.;; on their im­

portatioti from all foreign countries. 

In t.he event of the reJnction or suppression of exci�e taxes, that is to 

say, inland duties, a correspon ,ling rednclion or snpjJression �hall at the same 

time be m:t•.le in the equivalent compensatory import duty on the produce or 

manufnctures of British or Egyptian origin, a.:; the case may he. 
The Hegulations conceming speci:tl taxes and accessory customs dntie!<, 

snob as, dues for port.cr,;, warehousing, deposit, dues for quays, crane:;, slit ices, 

" tn.mkin," lenoling, permit:; to p t.��. declamtions, weighing, measul'ing, and 

all other, shall be npplied by the Custom;; of the two Contracting Countries 

to the nati,·es and merchandize of the other as to their own natives nllll 
merchn.ndize. 

The preceding stipulations in nowise . affect the . right of �inuicipalities 

and Communes to levy, for their profit, octroi and excise duties on beverages 

:tll<l l i1JIIi,]s, proYi:<ion;:; aml fod(ler, rombnstihle!'> and building materials on 



[ 70 ] 
0. 

their introduction into the JinniciiJality ur Commune for c:msumptiou therein 

even in case article� of a simihu- description should not exi:;t in Egypt. 

ARTICLE :X .  

Articles lial,le t o  duty, sel·,·ing as patterns or samples, which shall be 

introduced into the United Kingllom by Egyptian commercial tm,·cllers, or 

into Egypt by commercial travellers of the Uuitetl Kingdom, shrtll Le admit­

ted free of duty, subject to the followi-ng formalities rertnisite to insure their 

heiog re.cxported or placed in bond : -
1 .  The officers of Customs at any port or place at which the patterus 

and samples may be imported shall n�certain the amount of duty chargeable 

thereon. That amount mn,.t either be depositctL hy the commercinl travel ler 

at the Cnstom·honse in money, or ample securit y  must be gi,·en for it. 

2. For the pnrposc of identification, each scpai·nte pattern 01-' sample 

shall, as far ns possible, be marked by the atlixing of a stamp, or by means 

of :\ s�al being attached to it. 

3. A permit or certificate shall Le given to the importer, which shall 

contain :-

(a.) A list of the patterns or samples imported, specifying the nature of 

the goods, and also such particular marks 11s may be proper for the purpose 

of itlentificatiop ; 

(b.) A statement of the duty c!Jargeal)lc on the patterns or samp les, as 

also whether the amoun t was t!epo�itcd i n  money, or whether security was 

given for it;  

(c.) A statement :;howing the manner iu which the patterns or samples 

were ma.rket! ; 

(d.) The appointment of a period which, nt the utmost, must not exceed 

tweh:e month�, ut the ex pimtion of which, nnlo�s it is proved that the pat­

terns or samples have been previously re-exported or placed i o  bond, the 

amount of duty deposited will be carried to the public accoun t, or the amount 

recovered under the security gi ,·en. :X o charge �ball he made to the importer 

for the abo,·e permit or certificate, or for nmrkiug for iucntificntion. 

4. Pattems or samples· muy be re-exported through tlte Custom-house 

through which they were importe�, or through ttny other. 

5. If before the expiration of the appointed time (pamgrn.ph 3 (d) ) the 

p:1.ttems or samples 8houlu be pre;;entcd at the C ustom-house of any port or 
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place for the pmpo:;c of re-exportation or being placed in bond, the officers 

at such port or place mu:;t sat isfy themselves by examination whether the 

articles which arc brought to them are the same as those for which the per­

mit of entry was granted. If so sati�fietl , the officers will certify the re-ex­

portation or deposit in L<m1l, mul wi l l  refund the duty which had been de­

po�ited, or will  take the necessary steps for discharging the security. 

ARTICLE X L  

Are alone exempt from all  coutrol in Egypt inn Custom-houses o n  impor­

tation ao1l exportation, as well us from the payment of duties, articles, and 

personal effects belonging to Consuls-General, and Consuls in the regular 

Consular Service ( " Consuls de cn.rricre " ), ha,·ing no other Lusiness, engaged 

ne:thcr in trade nor in· lustr.v, and neither possessing nor working real pro­

perty in Egypt . 

ARTICLE Xll. 

Each of the two Contract ing Governments has the right to put into 

fort.le any Hegulations required for the working of their Services and for the 

suppression of fraud, as well as any measures dictated by reasons of public 

health or sccmity, on condition that such Regnlations are equal ly applied to 

the ships nncl subjects of al l  other nations. 

Such Regulations, incl uding the snperYision of ships and the searching 

for, or pursu it of, contraband goods, as well as the fines and other penalties 

thereiu ma•le applicable in case of false declaration; smuggling, or attempt­

ing to smuggle, fr:tml, or attempts to defraud, or any infringement of the 

Re.�ulations, shall, together with the me�snres that may be tnken in regard 

to public heal t.h or securit.y, be applicable in either of the two countries to 
· the natives of the other under the same conditions as to natives of the country 

itself. 

If, however, the Egyptian authorities shoultl desire to search the dwell­

ing-house of a British subject, or a Brit.ish ship anchored in an Egyptian 

port, a duplicate of the search-warrant shall he �cnt to the Bri tish Consul:lr 

authority, who may at once take pnrt if he thinks proper to do so, without 

the formality in question delaying the search, and no such search shall be 

nude cxrept hchreen sunri�e n ml sunset. 
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I t  is  nntlcr:;wocl, lJOwever, that rhe preceLl ing stipulation shall not apply 

to cases in wh ich the search is to be made in a W•Hahonse or depot, or on 
board a ship which may have 1\JmaineJ in an Egyptian port, for any reason 

whatsoever, more than twenty-one days. In sucb caseH notification to the 

British Consul:tr :u.1thority wi l l not be uece�sary. 

It is further nmlerstoot.l that tbe Egyptian Government may, without 

notification to the British Consular authorities, put guard on 11onrJ any 

British ship in an Egyptian port or tnwcrsing the Suez Canal. 

In cases of suspicion of smuggling, the Egyptian Customs officers may 

board and seize any British ship of less than 200 ton!! burthen at anchor out­

siue an Egyptian port, or sailing within 10 ki lom. of the shore. Sh ips of 

less than 200 tons lmrthen may, moreover, be hoarded and seized beyond the 

10 kitom. limit, if the pursuit shall haYe been commenced within snch limit. 

Except in the cases provided for in paragraphs 3 and 4 of this Artic!e, 

no British ship exceeding 200 tons bnrthen shall be boarded or seizet.l by the 

Egyptian Customs o�cers . 

ARTICLE XIII. 

The provision8 of the preceding Articles llo not apply-
• 

1. To the specin.t arrangement existing, or which may 111 the fntnre 
exist, between E)!ypt anJ the other parts of the Ottoman Empire, under the 

direct a,lministration of the Porte, or between Egypt ami Persia. 

2. To the arrangements which the Egyptian Government may make for 

the exchange of nath·e or foreign merchandize with the �oudan. 

ARTICLE :X.lV. 

The effect of the alterations of the present Tariff of duties, provided 

under Article VI, remains suspended until the alterations in question are 

al:;o npplicable to all other interc�ted Powers. 

ARTICLE :X.V. 

The dipnlations of the pre�ent Convention shall he npplirahle, as far as 
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the law� pcm1ir,  to all  the Colonies ::tll!l for·eign possessions of Her Britannic 
Majesty, excepting to those hereinafter nnmeu, that is to say, except to­

The Dominion of Cnnada. 

Newfoundland. 

The Cape. 

"Natal. 
New South Wa les. 
Yietorin. 
Queeuslantl. 

Tasmania. 
�outh Australia. 

'V"estern Australia. 

New Zeal:tnJ . 

Provided alwa�· s, that the stipulations of the present Convention shall 
he made applicahle to any of the above-named Colonie:; or foreign possessions 

on whose behalf notice to that effect shall have been given to the Egyptian 
Government by Her Britannic Majesty':; Representative at Cairo, within one 

year from the date of the signature of the present Convention . 

ARTICLE XVI. 

The present Convention �<lta l l  come into force ou the l st January, 1 890, 
and shall remain in force for ten years from the Jate. And in case neither 

of the two Contracting Parties shall have notified twelve mouths before the 

expiration of the said period of ten years it:; intention of put tiug an end to 

the present Convention, it shall remain bintliug nnt.il the expiration of one 

year from the Jay on which either of the Contracting Parties shall have given 
such not ice. 

In w i t ness whereof the Under8ignetl ha>e signed the present Convention, 

and have affixed thereto their seak 

Done in duplicate, at Cairo, the twenty-ninth day of October, one thou­

sand eight hundred and eighty-nine. 

. (L.S.) 

(L.S.) 

EVELYN BARING . 

7-0ULFII{AR. 
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COLO:-IlAL SECRETAitY'S OFFICE, 

HONGKONG, 30th May, 1890. 

Sm,-I am directed by His Excellency the Acting Govemor to transmit 

to you for the information of the Chamber of Commerce the documents speci-

fied i n  the annexed schednle.-I have, &c., 

F. H. MAY, for Acting Colonial SrC?·etmy. 

Tlie C!tairman, HoxGKOXG GENERAL CHAMBER Olf CommncE. 

No. Date. Description of Documents. 

(0. 5,9 17.) Feb. 2 (14) 1 890. Copy of a Provisional Commercial Agree-
ment between the Governments of Great 
Britain and Scrvia. 

PROVISIO:NAL COMMERCIAL AGREEMENT BETWEEN 

THE GOVERNi\fE�TS OF G REAT BRITAIN 

AND SERVIA. 

Signed at Belg1·ade, Februa1·y 2 (14), 1890. 

(Translation.) 

-

The Governri1ent of Her Majesty the Qnecn of Great Britain and Ireland, 

Empress of India, and the Government of the Regency of His Majesty the 

King of Serv ia, both desiring to provisionally regulate from the 6th (18th) 

May, 1 890, the date of the expiration of the Commercial Convention which 

has been denounced, until the corH·lusion of :� new definitive Commercial 

Convention, the position of their respective suLjects residing in the dominions 

and possessions of the other party, as well as the commercial relations be­

tween the two States, have agreed upon ant.l concltH.led the following pro,·i­

sions :-

Briti::;h subjects resit.ling i n  Servia, :mu Scrvian subjects residing in the 

territories, colonies, and foreign possessions of Her Britannic Majesty, shall 

enjoy, as in the past, all the rights accorded to the subjects or natives of the 

most fnyoured nation ; nnd merchandize of every kind the produce of the 
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U niletl Kingdom of G-reat Britain and Ireland, or of it:; colvnics or posses­

sions, imported into Sen·ia, nnd all merchandize the produce of Scrviu which 

may be imported into the dominions of Ilcr Britannic Majesty, including the 

colonies and foreign possession�, shall be reciprocally subjected to the same 

cu stoms duties of import 01' export., to the same accessory duties of re-export, 
of commission, or of w:wehousing, to the same lomtl duties, and duties relative 

to all Customs formalitie�, as the merchandize of the most favoured nation. 

lt is nevertheless UIH.Ierstood that the provi:>ions of the present Act shall 

not apply to those colonies and foreign possessions of Her Britannic Majesty 

to which the provisions of the original Treaty of the 26th January (7th 

February), 1H80, did not apply, that is to say, to the Dominion of Canada., 
and to Her :Majesty's colouies in South A[ricn . · 

Tile present Agreement will 'remain in force from the 6th (18th) May, 

1890, until the 1 st (lath) Jnuuary, 1893. 

The two Govemments engage, if necessary, to obt.ain assent to the pre­

sent Agreement by the Legi�>lati ve Assemblies of their respecti\·e States. 

In witness whereof the Un,lersigned hn.ve drawn up the present Agree­
ment, and have affixed thereto the �cal of their arms. 

Done at Belgrade, the 2ntl (14th) FehnJftry, I �90. 

The Envoy Extraonl inal-_1" anti Minister Plenipotentiary 

of Her Brit..'Lnnic Majesty at Bolgratle, 

( L.S.) F. H. :-iT. JOHX. 

The Miui�ter of Foreign A ITairs for Scrv i:t, Pre::;ident 

of the Council of �Iin isters, 

(L.t;.) Le Gcm!ral �- GROUITCH. 

IIONGI\ONG GENERAL CHA.\IllER OF CO.\I.\IERCE, 
IIoxGKO�G, 4th June, 1890. 

Sm,-1 have the honour to o·Nn receipt of your esteemed commuuica­

t ion of 30th May addressed to the Chairman n nd gi \'ing cover to copies of the 

u ndernoted documents, and I am directed when acknowledging smne to re­

quest you to he good enough to com·cy to I l i,.; Excellency tho Ac ting Gov-
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cmor the th:�nk� o f  my Committee for his courtesy in pbciug t!Jc,;o docu­
ments at their disposal.-I haYc, &c., 

Hou. W. :\1. DEA�E, M.A., C.:M.G., 

Acting Colonial Secrclwy. 

F. HE�DEW:)O�, Sccrclar!J. 

Provi,;ional Commercial Agreement between the G overnments of Great 

Britain aml Scn·ia. 

Correspondence re:;:pccting a new Commercial Con rcution w ith Egypt. 

Q. 
Loxno:-�, H!th April, 18!!0. 

DEAR Sm,-I have to apolog-ise for the length of time which has 

elapsed before replying· to your note. 

Please convey to your Chamber my thanks for the kind offer of assist­

ance made to me. I send by this post a pamphlet which I have recently 

issued, and with reference to the section on " Teleg· rnphs " in the paper 

read before the Society of Arts, I would point out that a resolution by the 

Hong·kong Chamber in fnvonr of establishing· telegTophic communication 

by land fi·om Calais to Calcutta would have great weight here, and would 

also further commercial interests in the East g·enerally.-1 am, &c., 

J. HE�N fKER HEATO.i\. 

F. HENDERSON1 Eslh Bccretar�', 
Ho:"'OKONO G ENl::llA L CnAMBEH OF COMM EncE. 

.... Yo. 840. 

R. 
CoLOXIAL SECRE'rAnv's 0FI'lCE1 

3rd �larch, 1800. 

SI n,-I am directed by His Excellency the Officer Administering the 

Government to transmit to you, for the considet·ation of the Hongkong 

General Chamber of Commerce, the enclosed copy of a despatch ft·om the 

Secretary of State for the Colonies, accompan ied J,y a letter from the Editor 
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of the lJriti.y/t Trade Journal, en<purwg· as to the laws and reg·ulations 
affecting British Commercial Travellers in this Colony. 

His Excellency is aware that no reg·ulations of the nature referred to 
exist in Hong·kong·, but would be glad to . learn if the Chamber over which 
you pa·eside have any observations to offer on the subject, which mig·ht be 
of f:ervice to the Editor of t.he jomnal quoted above.-I have, &c.,  

W. l\1. DEANE, Acting Colonial Secretary. 

Hon. P. Rvn iE, Clwi,·man, 

HoNOKONO GENERAL CnAMBBn oF CoMM E llCE. 

CIRCULAR. 

DowN I N G  STHEET, 
Gth January, 1890. 

S � n,-I have the honour to transmit herewith a copy of a letter from 
the Editor of Tlte JJriti.�h Trade Journal to the Secretary of State for For­
eig·n Affairs, desiring information as to the laws and regulations affecting 
Commercial Travellers in foreig·n countries. The Editor addressed to me a 
similar request, as reg·ards the Dritish Colonies, which I caused to be re­
ferred to the Board of 'l'rade, and I transmit a copy of the reply received. 

I should be glad if you would supply direct to the Board of Trade for 
the purpose of publication in the official Bom·d of Tmde Jozmwl, such in­
formation as may be procurable respecting any reg·ulations affecting British 
Commercial Travellers in the Colony under your Government, and respecting 
any Customs Regulations in force ns to the introduction of 'l'rnvellers' pat­
terns or samples.-! have, &c .. , 

KNUT.SFORD. 
Tlte Olficer Administering 

the Govern ment qf Ilonglwng. 

'l'o the Most HonomaLle 
THE MARQUIS OF SALISBURY, K.G., 

Secretary of State for Foreign Affait•s. 
THE FoRE IGN OFFICE, 

DowNING STREET, S.W. 

)1Y Lonn MAnQurs,-Inquirics have reached us at various times from 
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readers of this jomual for information as to the laws anJ rep;nlutions espe­
cially affecting Commercial Travellers in foreign countrie:;. 

1 t appears, from letters we have received, that certain countries levy 
fees, or insist upon Commercial Travellers from abroad taking out licenses. 
It also appears that, throug·h ignorance or misinterpretation of these regu­
lations, British Commercial Trnvellers have been subjected to much incon­
venience and-in one i nstance brought to our notice-arrested and fined. 

I f, therefore; British Consuls abroad could be instructP.d to send copies 
of th(l regulations affecting· such Trnvellers.in theit· respective countries, and 
if these could be published in a small Dlue book, they would, we venture to 
think, be of great interest and of much pt·actical v�lue to the increasing· 
numbers of gentlemen t1·nvelling for business purposes, as representatives 
of British manufacturers and merchants.-I have, &c., 

The Editor of The Bril'ish Trade Journal. 

1 ' The British Trade Journal " Office, 

c. 4,644. 

Cannon Street, E.C. 
October 9th, 188\J. 

Boanl of 1'rade to Colonial 0/fice. 
BOARD OF TRADE, 

COl\IMERCIAL DEPAR'l'l\IENT, 
LONDON, s. w. 

23rd December, 1 88!J. 

Sm,-I nm directed by the Board of Trade to acknowledg·e the receipt 
of your letter of the 6th instant, transmitting, by the direction of Lord 
KN UTSFonn, a copy of a letter from the Editor of Tlte British Tmrle 

Jounud, in which application is made for information as to regulations 
affecting· British Commercial Travellers in force in the Colonies, and en­
quirinp; whether the Board are aware of the existence of any such reg·ula­
tions, o.t the same time f:tating· that none such are known to the Colonial 
Offic3, but that. lt is proposed to address a Circular enquiry on the subject 
to the Governments of the several Colonies. 
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In reply, I nm to state, f; ,r t'te information of Lord KN UTSFoun, that 

the llonrd understand that '' Agents of foreign firms " i n  the Cape Colony 
are required to take out an annual license (costing £25) and that this term 
i s  interpreted to mean " any person other than an importer who sells or 

offers for sale, by sample or o.therwise, goods of a fir·m whose place of busi­
ness is not in the Colony." Annual licenses ·are nlso, it is believed, re­

quired by " Broke:s or Agents " in Nntnl, and by " Commission Agents " 

i n  Fiji and Jamaica (King·ston), but it is not known whether these terms are 
so interpreted as to cover Commercial Tr·avellers. 

The information in the possession of the Board being of this frngmen­
tary and uncertain chnracter, .they agTee with Lord KN UTSFORD in think­
i ng· that n request for complete and definite information mig·ht desirably be 

addressed to the Governments of the various Colonies. 

The Board would at the same time sug·gest for his Lordship's consider­
ation that the opportunity mig·l:t be taken of enqniring· as to the Customs 

Regulations in force in the several Colonies as to tbe introduction of Tra­
vellers' patterns or samples. These are known to be free from import duty 
in British Guiana and (when " of no intrinsic value ") in Barbados, but the 

Board are unaware how they are dealt with in other Colon ies.-I have, &c., 

The Undt1'-Sec1·etm:v qj' Stnte, 
Colonial Office. 

HENRY E. CALCRAFT. 

HoNOKoNo GENERAL CHAMBER oF CoMMERCE, 

HoNGKONo, 10th March, 1890. 

81 n,-I ltav� the honour to acknow lcdg·e receipt of your esteemed com­

munication of 3rd instant, and h<'g to thank you for the letters to which it 

gave cover having reference to laws and regulations affecting Commercial 
Travellers. 

As Commercial 'frnveller�, in common with all other Travellers, while 
in Hong·kong· enjoy perfect fl'eetlom of legitimate action as reg·ards them­
seh·es p<'rsonally and nlso n" r<'gards the transaction of busincss In)' Com-
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mittee m·e unable to offc1· any obscrnJ.tions on the subject. that could, in any 

way, be of service to the Editor of 'l'lte British Tmtle Jounwl.-I have, &c., 

F. H ENDEHSON, Secretm·y. 

Hon. W. l\1 . DEA NE, l\LA., 

No. 2,710. 

A r.ting Colcnial Secrefm71· 

s. 
Uor.osJAL SEcR ETARY's OFFICE, 

HoNOKoxo, !"Jth September, 1 890. 
Sm,-I have the honour by directi on nf His Excellency the Officer 

Administ.ering the Government to inform you that �h. A. P. MAcEwEN, 

the Un-official Member of the J,eg·islative Council who was appoint�d on the· 

nomination of the Chamber of Commerce, has resigned his seat, and I nm to 

request thnt the Chamber will  nominate another Jlembcr to fill his place. 

The same course should be pursued as in the case of previous nomina­

tions.-I have, &c., 

W. l\I. DEA N E, .Atti11.fJ Colouial SecretMy. 

E. 1\IACKlNTosu, Esq., 

Cluri1·mnn, CHAMnER oF CoMMERCE. 

HoNGKONO GENJWAL CHAMBER OF CoMllfEHCE, 

HoNOKONO, 5th Sc•ptcmber, 1 890. 
Si n,-! lmve the honour to acknowledge receipt of your communication 

of this date informing· me of the resig·nation of 1\lr. A. P. MAcEwEN and re­

q:.xesting the Chamber to nominate another )!ember to fill his place iu the 

Leg·islntive Council. 

Your request that the same course should be pursued as in the case of 

previous nominations will receive every attention.-! have, &c., 

E. MA CKJl'\ 'IOHJ, Cl ninnnn. 
Hon. W. l\I. DEANE, C.l\I.G., 

.A rtin{J Colonial SecrefWJ/· 
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HoNOKO:<Jo GENERA r. CHA:IfBJm oF Co�niERCE, 

HoNOKONO, 1 9th September, 1890. 

S I R,-Adverting to your esteemed communication of uth instant, I 
hnve the honour to advise you, for the information of His Excellency the 

Officer Administering the Government that, ut o. Special General Meeting 

of the Cho.mber held yesterdo.y at 4 o'clock p.m., Mr. T. H. WHITEHEAD, 
Manager of the Chartered Dank of I ndin, Australia. and China, was selected 

as their nominee for a seat in the Legislative Council of this Colony, in 

place of Mr. A. P. MAcEwEN retired. 

I now har.d yon the following papers in conn<>ction with the election:-

1 .  A copy of the notice convening the meetiug·. 

2. A list of the Members present at the meeting. 

3. 'rhe names of the Candidates witl1 nnmes of th<>i1· proposers and 

aeconders.-I have, &c . 

K MACKHiTOSH, Cl1aimum. 
Hon. W. M. DEANE, C.M.G., 

Ar.ting Colonial Secretnry. 

�OTWE. 

H oNO KOXG GENERAL CnAMBlW oF Co)tMEttCE, 
A 1:5pecinl General Meeting of the M embers of the Hongkong· General 

Chamber of Commerce will be held on Tlmr�da.y, the 18th instant, at the City 

Hall, at 4 o'clock p.m., to nominate a l\Icmher of the Chamber for election 

to the Legislative Council. 

Ry Order, 

F. IIEN DERSON, Sw·etnry. 

HoNoKoxa, 8th September, 1890. 

List of Candidates p1•oposed at a Special General .Meeting of tlte Cl1amber 

l1eld on tlte 18th Septemhe1·, 1890, to nominate a .lJiember to i/1e 

Legislative Council, to talte tile plnce of lite Hon. A. P. 
J11acEwen resigned. 

:ain. T. H .  WHITEHEAD, 

Proposed by Hon. P. RYRIE. 
Seconded by Mr. E. :MACKINTOSJ�, 
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Mn: H. L. DALRYMPLE, 

Proposed by Hon. J. J. KESWICK. 

Seconded by Mr. T. JACKSON. 

F. HENDERSON, Secretary. 

Li�·t of Members p1•esent at tlte Special Ge11eral Meetittg cif tile C!lamber of 
Commerce lteld on tlte 18tlt September, 1890, 

The Hon. P. RYRIE. 

" " c. P. CHATER. 

" " J. ·J. KESWICK. 

Messrs. E. R. BELILIOS. 

G. S. CoxoN. 

S. CoxoN. 

D. CRAWFORD. 

G. DE CHAMPEAUX, 

CHOW PING. 

T. E. DAVIES. 

H. L. DALRYlltPLE. 

H. W. DICK. 

N. P. DHALLA, 

DE WESTLEY LAYTOX. 

F. DoDWKLL. 

N. J. EDE. 

M. D. Ez&KIEL, 

F. T. P. FOSTER. 

w. H. FORBES. 

J. J. l<'RANCIS. 

M. GRon:. 

H. HOPPIUS. 

G. T. HOPKINS. 

li6NGKONG, 19th September, 1890, 

Messrs. 0. J. HxnsT. 

Ho AMEI. 

T. JACKSON. 

E. MACKINTOSH. 

.A. McCoNNACHIE. 

ST. c. MtCHAELSEN. 

D. MUNCHERJE:&. 

F. E. NICHOL. 

L. POESNECKER. 

M. PAQt'IN. 

PooN PoNG. 

c. F. ROWBAND. 

E. w. RUTTER. 

G. STEWART. 

c. s. SHAltP. 
G. SHARP. 

G. STERN. 

lo'. SEIP. 

T. H. WHITEHEAD. 

E. L. WooDIN. 

W. H. YOUNG. 

MING KEE. 

F. HENDERSON, Secretqry. 
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FORTNIGHTLY CURRENT QUOTATIONS 

QUOTATION::i. 

-----------------

Fortnight, ending 1st January, . . .. .. .  

Do., 

Do., 

Do., 

Do., 

Do., 

Do., 
Do., 
Do., 
Do., 
Do., 

Do .. 

l>o., 
Do., 

Do., 

Do., 

Do., 

Do., 
Do., 

Do., 

Do., 
Do., 

Do., 

Do., 

Do., 

Do., 

---

do. 14th January, . . .. . . .  

do. 28th January, . ......  

do. 11th February, .. . . .. 

do. 25th February, .. .. .. 

do. 11th Marcl1, . . .. . . . .. 
do. 25th i\Iarcb, .. . . . ... . 

tlo. 8th April, ..... ..... 

do. 22nu April, . . .  · · · · · · · · 

do. Hth ;\Iay, . . . . . . ...... 

do. 28th l'rlny, · · · · · · · · · · ·  

do. 11 tb June, . . ....... . . .  

do . 25th June, . ... . . .. ... . 

do. 9th July, . ............  

do. 23rd July, . .. .. ....... 
do. Gth Auguat, . . . . . . . . .  

do. 20th August, . . . . . . . .. 

do. 3rd Sept-ember, . • • .  

do. 17th September, . . . .  

do. 1st October, .. . . . . . . .  

th). 1 5th October, . . . . . .. . . 

do. 29th October, ......... 

do. 12th November, ......  

tlo. 26th Xovembcr, ...... 

do. lOth December, ...... 

do. 24th December, .. ... . 

-� .  ---· - - -

On London Private Docu-
Bank, Telegraphic Credits, meutary, 

4 months' Tmnsf�1·s. ,! months' 4 months' 
sight. sight. sight. 

- --- -----

3}2 3/1 � 3/2! 3j2i 

3}2:{- 3/11} 3/2� 3/2i 

3f2� 3/2k 3j3 3f3k 
3/1� s;q s•·l l ; - 8 3f2t 

3/1� 3 J.l.. . H 3 •) , �  3f2i 
3jl � 3/0� 3/1 � 3jl l 
3/1 � ·a:ot 3,'1� llfl f 
:J"H s- • ati � 3fl?� 3i2� 

3 ' •} ·1 J-·1 3/2� il;il a,'3i 
3/-1 � 3/3t 3.'4:· il:H 

3/4 � s;:�� 3,'4# 3,"·12 

3f5� 3,'4i Si:>� 3/o� 

3, ·1� 3/41 3fn�· 3;5t 

3/i;; 3/-lt 3/;}� 3,5g 
3f7! 3J6t 3/i� 3t7i 
3f7t 3i7 . 3;8l 3/tlt 
3fl0-� 3/9� 3/10� 3,'10� 
ajio� 3:9: 3jl0·� 3fiO; 

3/9�· 3.9 3)0k a;1ot 

i!fliC 3/5� 3iGk 3, 7 

3/5� 3j5 3/6A s;G�· 
3j5� 3{ 1 �  3/5� 3,'1i 

3/5 3;'3� 3/&t 3,'5£ 

3j5 3/il� 3/ot 3;'5i 

. 3/ii� 3/4k 3;'5: 3f5t 

3/U� 3;�! 3/51 3J5� 

- · 



DURING THE YEAR 1890 . . 

Ott 
Fmnee, 

4 months' 
tiight. 

On 
Bombay, 
Demand. 

On 
Calcutta. 
Dcmaml: 

Bar 
Rih·cr. �ycce. 

Clean 
Me:s:ican 
Dollars. 

Goltl 
Bar.s, 

!IS 
toucu. 

llt>!tl 
I�enf, 
lOO 

touch. 

Fcs. 4.0:� �s- 223 9� % pm. 8� 0/o pm. I:: 0/o pm. �32.05 $33.00 

Fcs. 4.05 R& 221 .}to;- 221 

Fcs. 4.09 �., 221 . .Rs- 2:!1 

l!'cs. 4.02 -R,._ 220 �... 220 

I•'cs. 'J.Ol Us- 2:W -Rs- 220 IO.t ,, 81 
Fcs. 3.97 Rs- 220 .n., 220 to " ., 8� 
Fcs. :3.97 Rs· 218 

Fcs. ·1.0·1 
l<'cs. 4.09 

Fcs. ·1.26 

Fcs. 4.27 

Fcs. 4.32 

l''cs. 4.39 

Rs- 220 

Rs- 222 

.}{>;.. 22ii! 

� 223 

Rs- 221 

Ro;- 223 

.n ... 21s 

.&& 220 

Rs- 222 

�<;· 225� 

-�� 223 

�S· 221 

�s 221� 

Rs- 223 

9@ " .. 

8� ., ,. 
9� " " 8t\- " " 

10! " " R� '' " 
10� " " 

10� " " 8� " " 

10� " ,, 

Fcs. J.li1 Rs- 223 9§ ,  ., st ., .. 
Fcs. 4.66 Rt;;. 221 Rs-· 221 9!; ,. , 
Fes. 4.92 .ns- 220� .n,... 220� 9� , , 
�·cs. ·1.89 .fur 220� .ns-- 220! 10 , ., 
Fcs. 1.86 �,;. 221 R..- 221 9·� , , 

l<'cs. ·1.52 � 221 Rs- 221 9� , , 
Fcs. 4.H Rs· 221 ·R& 221 9� , 

Fcs. 4.41 R& 221 Rs- 221 !lt} , ., 
Fcs. 4.36 �s- 220,\ Rs- 220t I!� , , 

l''cs. 4.36 Rs- 220� Rs- 220! 10 , ,, 

H� , ,. 
9'· ·• 

8�- · - .. 

8{ " ,. 

8� •. ,. 

1!\:s. 4.36 R& 222 Rs- 222 10 , , 9: ,. , 

Fcs. -!.39 � 222t � 222! 10 �' " 9� " " 

,, " 
·- ,, • 

a 

.( , . .. 
" 4 !f ., 

. � " 

1� ., , 

2 

1:! ., 

• H �' ., 

�-
s "B" , • • • 

� ,. ,. 
i ., .. 

g -�· .. 

� 8 .. ., 

�32.65 ::;33.liU 

$32.6:) $33.GU 

�32.65 �33.60 

�32.8!'i $33.80 

::;32.85 $33.80 

$3:?. j;; 833.80 

$32.30 $33,JU 

$31.30 $32.50 

$31 .60 �32.60 

$31.20 $32.30 

$31.10 �3:?,20 

$31.00 S32.00 

:';30.!)0 $31.90 

�2!!.20 $30.50 

S2!JAO $30.4.0 

�28.90 $29.70 

828.:10 $29.2\1 

;:;28.7u 829.-!5 

$29.20 $3U.il0 

$2!l.:>O ;:;30.20 

�ao.oo $30.l'o 

$30.10 (-;30.:;.; 

�<10.60 �3 !.50 
� , " $30.30 $31.:!0 

�29.80 $30.80 
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THE POSTMASTER GENEltAL'S l{i!:POR'l' . 

GENERAL PosT 0l'.i''ICE, 

HONGKONG, ],fruch 6th, 1891. 

SIR,-ln presenting my reJ_Jvrt ou the British Postal Service in Hong­
kong u.ml China during the year 1890, I ftlel compelled to aclv�rt at the 
beginning to th.:l heavy loss sustaineu tht·ough the clP.ttth of the late Post­
m!l.ster General, Mr. LIBTER, who, fl'om the date of his appointment i n  
April 1875 till the day he left Hongkong upon his last and f1ttal voyage i n  
July, devoted a largo portion o f  his expet·ieuce and energy to the conduct 
of Postal matte�·s. By his staff, he will always be remembered for hili 
urbanity, insistence ou details and personal capacity for work: whilst the 
public found in him the embodiment of civility and an officer always ready 
to redress legitim1�to grievances, and carry out practical popular reforms 
and proposals. 

2. The Department has lost another ze11.lous servant i n  tile person of 
Mr. A. J. RoDRIGUES, the second clerk, who joined the staff in February 
1870. 

3. During tile JtllU', the pel'sounel of the Department has undergone 
considerable change. When I went on leave in April l890, Mr .. T. SERCOMBE· 

SMxTn supplieu my place and proveu of valuable assistance to Mr. LxsTER, 

who was for the next few months mostly confined to his room and bed. 
Upon Mt·. LISTER's decease, I was appointecl Acting Postmaster Genel'al 
with M1'. SliUTH as second in command. On the 22nd March the withdrawal 
from the Colony of Z. M. BARRADAS, the Superintendent of tile Money Ordet· 
Department, led to an investigation of his accounts which shewed heavy 
defalcations on his part. This officer was latel' on brought back to Hong­

kong aud at the June Criminal Sessions sentenced to three years hard 
labour. His successor Mt•. II. W. DrxoN who was appointcJ on the 1st 
May has hitherto satisfactorily perfot•med his duties. The adoption of a 
new system of cbecks upon the administration of the Money Order Depart· 
ment has placed the recurrence of frauds similar to tilose lately enacted 
beyond tile pale of likeliilood. 
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4. 'l'he Staff con!lists of 45 persons comprising:­

! Postmaster General. 
1 Assistant Postmaster General. 
1 Acc'JUntant. 
2 Money Order Clerks. 
3 Marine Officers. 
2 Chinese Assistants for Marine Officers. 

1 1  Clerks. 
3 Senior Chinese. 
7 Postmen. 
3 Peak nnd Kaulung Postmen. 
G Messengers. 
5 Launch Crew. 

45 

To every officer my tbnnks are due, but e�pecially to Messrs. RocHA and 
MACHADO whose thorough intimacy with the whole range of postal concerns 
has proved invaluab�e. 

5. The Consular Postal Agents in the various Coast and Riverine Ports 

have sustained their character for ability an� zeal, and it was the most 
pleasing act of my last year's tenure of office to announce to them that the 

Secretary of State for the Colonies had yielded to their reiterated requests 
for an increase of salary. 

6. Iu the course of 1890, the honorary Agency at Hoihow was con­
vel'ted into a salari�d Agency, whilst the Agency at Tientsin, on the recom­
mendation of the late Mr. LISTER, was discontinued. The postal matter 
vnssing through the hands of the Agent at that Port was inconsiderable, 
most of the correspondence being transmitted through the Chinese Customs 

Channels. 
'1. I had occasion to address the Government upon the often men­

tioned topic of illicit Chinese Post Offices which flourish in .the Chinese 

parts of Victoria. It will be remembered that I recommended that the 
right to establish such Post Offices should be farmed out and that I ex­
pressed an opinion that no other way of bringing the Chinese under a 
Postal System approximating to that to which the European Colonists are 
subject was possible so long as China possessed no Postal Administration 
of her own. The plan proposed will in no way interfere with the peculiar 

postal facilities hitherto enjoyed by the sons of Hnn, but will secure to 
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Govommcnt n portion of the takings which formP-dy enriched privato 
individuals. 

8. Thet•e is another subject to which report after report from this 
Department has called attention. To no other Department of the Public 
Service, I presume, is room of more importance than to the Postal Depart­
ment, yet there is no Department i n  which there is less space in propor­
tion to requirements. It is only necessary to point to the extensive postal 
premises at Sydney, with a population of 225,000, at Singapore, with a 
population of 180,000, and at Dm·ban, with a population of 25,000, to de­
monstrate that Hongkong with a population of 200,000 is not marching 
with the times in the matter of a commodious Post Office. The Assistant 
Postmaster General has to be content wilh a. high stool and a desk in a 
recess which overlooks a stand frequented by cacophonous chair bearers. 
'When the European and American Mails are despatched on the same 
morning, the throng of people attempting to lmy stamps and post letters 
has necessitated the stationing of  <tn officer to divert the stream of Chinese 
to the back of the Post Office where a counter for the sale of stamps has 
been extemporised. The internal dimensions of the Post Office, which may 
have sufficed for the necessities of a quarter of a century ago, are now 

wholly inadequate, as may be seen by any one, who likes to spend an hour 
contemplating the sorting and disposal of a French Mail. 

9. 'l'he uumber of Dead Letters which have to be opened in the De­
partment to discover the sender is consideraule. In many cases there is 
neither an address nor a signature: it then becomes necessary to peruse 
the body of the communication in ·search of some indication of the source 
of the letter. In this way no little time is consumed and much that was 

intended for a private view comes under the official gaze. "Where the let.ters 
emanate from mercantile houses, their origin can almost always be traced 
by the presence of initials stamped on thQ envelope, and if private indivi­
duals would only put their names on the cover of every letter they wrote, 
they 'vould have the satisfaction of receiving back their undelivered cor­
respondence in an unmutilated condition. Soldiers' and sailors' letters 
alway� bear the name of the sender on the envelore with the result that 
the members of Her Majesty's land and sea forces have their dead letters 
restored to them intact. 

10. I have to chronicle the reduction in rates of Postage to the Cape 
Colony which began on the 23rd of August and by which letters are now 
!,'arried for 20 cents instead of 30 cents the half ounce. 
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11. Negotiations are now iu progress with the ol•jcct of est.�Llishiug a 

system of Parcels Poat Insurance between Hongkong and the United 
Kingdom, and of instituting a direct exchange of Money Orders and closed 
Parcels between this Colony and the Dominion of Canada. The Insurance 
scheme is sure to command public favour whilst the advantages of a direct 
exchange with Canada. by means of the new· " Empress " Steamers over 
the tlevious route vHt London are palp'.!.Lle. 

12. For the benefit of the Peak residents, a ne\v mail signal station 
has been inaugurated at the Mount Gough Police Ba.nacks, which are in a 
central position and visiLle to all houses on the southern slopes, even to 
those situated at Magazine Gap. 

13. Another familiar topic is that of the French Mail and the Marine 
Sorters. In my report for 1889 I said " a  settlement of the question in 
the direction desired may be expected very shortly." I was guided by a 
letter from the French Consul dated the 22nd May 1889 to His Excellency 
the Governor (copy attached). Since then, however, a further letter (copy 
attached) has been received withdrawing this concession. 

14. As I pointed out in my report for 1889, it. would accelerate the 

delivery of mails very much if this Department were placed in direct com. 
munication with Cape Collinson and Green Island. The arrivals of sten.mers 
could thtJn be t�lephoned or telegraphed and the launch would at once be 
despatched to convey the mails on shore. 

15. International Stat.istics to regulate the payments for sea and terri­
torial c onveyance of mails during three years were tal�en during the month 

of May. 
16. The early period of the year at which this report is submitted pre. 

eludes the possibility ofgiving a detailed statement of the finances of the 

Department for 1890. 
The Revenue for 1889 was as follows:-

Gross Revenue 1 889, . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . ......... $142,309.1'1 
Deficit, .... . . .. . . . . .. . .. .. .. .. . . . ... : . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  20,818. 1 5  

----·- -----

$163.127.26 

Share of United Kingdom, . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  $12, 136.83 
Contribnt.ion towards P. & 0. snbsidv, . . . . . . . . .  45,870.31 
Share of other Countries, • . . . . . . . . . . .  : . .  .. .. . . . . . .  54,041.89 
Conveyance of Mails, . ... . . . . . . .. . . . . . .  . . . . . . . . . . . .  7,9 13.37 
Working Expenses, . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  43,164.8(:) 

---------
$163,1 27.26 

• .ali,65G.2!l pai,l l�rance for 2� yenrs from Arril 18!1� to December 1888, 
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17. The number of Parcels received and despatched dul'ing the year is 

as follows :-
btu·m·d. Outwm·d. Total. 

By P. & 0. Packet, . . . . . .  9,219 5,125 1 4,344 

B.'' German Packet, . .. . . . .  349 1 5 1  500 

9,568 5,2i6 14,844 
----

The total number despatched and received in 1889 was 13,i73. The 
heaviest outward mail was despatched at Christmas and consisted of 51<) 
parcels, whilst the beM·iest inward mail was the New Year Mail by which 
772 parcels were received. 

18. The amount of Peak and Ka.ulung correspondence carried during 
1890 is shown by the subjoined figures :-

Sent to 
Peak, . . . . . ....  . .  . .  . .  .. . .  . .  . . .  4,802 

Kanlung, . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  1,813 

Received from 

8 

128 

I have pleasure in thanking the Manager of the High Level Tramwiy Com­
pany for the facilities granted to the Peak Postmen. 

19. App1·oximate Statistics for 1890 are annexed and are conspicuous 
for the gratifying decrease i n  the number of unpaid and short paid articles. 
They also point to a large increase of ordinary correspondence, postcards 
newspapers, registered articles and parcels. 

I have the honour to be, 

Sir, 

Yom� obedient Serv:tnt, 

The Honourable W. M. DEANE, C.M.G., 

ARTH UR K. TRA VERS, 

Postmaster General, 

Acting Colonial Secreta1·y, 
&c., &c., &c. 



APPROXIMATE STATISTICS 'l"OR THE YEAR 1890. 

l!\TERNATIONAL. ' LOCAL. C031l'ARISON WITll 1889. 

I •-----
DESCRIPTIO� OF ConnESPO�DF.!\CE. TOTAl • •  

Des- IR 
. ,, I Del>- I I> . cd t I I CJCOIVCu. t I d •CCel \· • pa c 1 e< . pa c 1 e . I 

Total 
in 1889. Incrense. IDecrease. 

--------1----1----1--,-- 1---- -----1-----1 I I 
Ordinary pai<l Letters, . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  6-1 1 ,000 526,'700 76,700 

I 
8 1 ,350 1 1,325,'750 I 1 ,283,700 

Unpaid and i:ihort paid Article�, . . . . . . . . . . . .  6,000 15,7;)0 900 1 5o 22,8oo I 39,180 

42,050 I 
Letter;; oH Postal llusiness, . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  1 ,.550 3,250 1 ,800 I J ,.:mo 

I 
8,1oo 1 8,3.50 

Post Cards, . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1 1,100 6,800 4,.500 I 1 ,900 24,300 1 1 3,700 1 0,600 

Ncwspapero:, Periodical;:, Book!:, Circulnrs, I I I 
&c., . . . . . . . . . . . .  . .  . . . . . . . . . . . . .  . .  . . . . . . . . . . .. . 308,500 565,550 46,500 28,800 94-9,350 

I 
920,000 

Pattern�, . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1 4,250 15,650 ;)() 50 20,000 23,700 

29,350 
I 

Registered Articles, . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  3ii,OOO 60,400 9,:?00 6,000 I 1 10,600 96,400 1 4,200 

" with Return Receipt�, 150 1 ,200 50 50 1 ,450 2,200 

Parcels, . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  6,200 10,000 .'5, 1 50 3,700 25,050 17,030 

. . .  I 
8,020 

--

. . . 

1 6,380 

250 

3,700 

750· 

r-; 
� 
........ 

'--...! 
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(Tm ns;l(ltimt.) 

FRENCH CONSULATE, 

VICTORIA, HoNGKONG, 22nd May, 1889. 

Sm,-The French Government have been pleased, in response to �he 
expressed wishes of the Colony of Hongkong, to entertain with favour the 
delicate proposal made to them of placing a British Mail Agent on board 

the packet boats of the :M"essageries Maritimes for the purpose of sorting, 
between Saigon and Hongkong, correspondence intended for the latter 
Colony or for transmission to North· China. 

Such officer would be taken on hoara on the fullowiug conditions:-

The u pper mail room in the " batteric " wquld be placed at 
his disposal, and would be fitted up for use as an office, but only 
between Saigon and Hongkong. The agent would besides have 
the free enjoyment of a first class cabin from Singapore to Hong-. . 
kong and vice ve1'S£t, and would be admitted to the same table as 
first class passengers upon payment of one half of the usual tariff. 

Instructions have been sent by the Messagel'ies Maritimes Co. to its 
a.gency nt Marseilles to effect the necessa.ry alteration on board the packets 

of the ludo-China line. 

I shall be obliged if His Excellency will inform me whether the CoJo. 
nial Government consents to these terms, and, if it does, from what dato 

they may come iuto ope rat ion. 

I h:wc Lhe honour to be, 

Sir, 

Your oLedirut Scnant, 

DEZAURE. 

His Excellency 

Sir G EO. W. DEs V \EUX, ::K.C:M.lt, 
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(Translation.) 

F&ENCH REPUBLIC, 
P A&rs, 5th Felmu:t1'!J, 1890. 

SIR,-This Admiuist.ration has just learned that the Colonial Autho. 

rities of Hongkong in the name of your office, ' have recently taken fresh 

steps to secure the admission on board the packet boats of the Messageries 

Maritimes of a Bl'itish Agent who would start from Singapore 
i
md sort 

correspondence intended for Hongkong. 

In its great desire to contribute as much as lay in its power to tho 

improvement of the Postal Service of Hougkong, this Administnl.tion had 
actually taken the scheme into con8idera.tion, notwithstanding the very 

serious inconveniences whicb might result to the French Service from its 

adoption. 

In consequence however of the abandonm ent (dcnoncin.tion) of the 
Anglo-French Postal Convention of the 24th September, 1856, it has seemed 

proper to postpone the carrying out of the works contemplated on board 

our mail packets till the conditions of the favoured regime which shall be 

applicable in the future to mail packets touching at the ports of the two 

countries, shall have been settled by mutual agreement between the 
Governments of France and Great Britain. 

I have the honour to be, 

Sir, 

Yom· obcJicut Servant, 
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�lO�EY ORDER BUSINEti::>. 

In Sterling. 

I No. of 
1 onlcrs. 

I 
Hongkong & Shanghai on United Kingdom, I 2,641 

Do. Queensland. . . . ...  1 2  
Do. NewSouthW�les, I 32 
Do. South Australia, ... , 3 
Do. \\'est ern Australia 3 
Do. Victoria, .. . ... . . .  28 

Amount. 

£ 8. d. 
1 1,470. !I, !l 

45.l0. 3 
165 ll. G 

HU!l. 0 
:;0.12.1 0 

1:H.l0.11 

Colonial 
Corn-

mission. 

$ ctJI. 
452.6;; 

1.75 
6.30 

.68 
5.00 
3.10 

Do. Tasmania, ..... . ... I 1 

Total Outward Orders in sterling, . . .  ,
-

-2-,7-2-0- I ----

Unitcd Kingdom on Hongkong & Shanghai, �� 

16. 0.11 .68 

1 1 ,8!18.15. 2 470.16 

Queensland Do. / 19! 
New South Wale� Do. 448 
Houth Australia Do. 66 
'Western Ati stralia Do. 9 
Victoria Do. 22-l 
Tasmania Do. 2 1 1  

Total Inward Orders in sterling, . . . ! 
In Dollal's. I 

Hongkong on Coast Ports, . . . . . .. . . . .. . .. . . . · . .  j 
Do. Shanghai , .. . .. ... .. .. ... ..... . .. 

Hongkong and Sha1�ghai on Jap.m, .........  , 
Do. Strmts Sett lemcnt,, ........ . 
Do. Siam, ..........................  . 
Do. British North Borneo, . . . . .  . 

1,834 

40 
1 H  3ii!l 

84 
(j ,) 

I 

2,489. 6. 8 H5.70 
!l59. 8. !) 56.17 

·2,1 78. 9. 6 127.31 
509. 1. 4 29.80 

·13. 7. 8 · · · · · ·  

1,396.10. 3 81.73 
1,441. 0. 0 84.36 ----
9,01 7. 4. 2 1 525.07 

S rts. 
492.21 8.00 

2.9 t a.56 46.80 
8,369.68 1;34.20 
1,684.06 27.20 

4o.OO .3.� 
80.10 .60 --------------

Total Outward Ordcra in dollars, . . .  

Shanghai o n  Hongkong, . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  . 
Japan on Hongkong an< I Shanghai, . . . . . . . . . 
Straits Settlement�� Do. . . . .. . . . . 
Siam Do. . . . . .. .  . . 
British � orth Borneo Do. . . . . . . .. . 
Honolulu Du. .. .... . . . 

Total Iuwanl Orders in dollar.;, . . .  

638 I 
Rll I l llli 

2:!fl 
27 I u 

1 

i:iOO I 

13,5�4.61 217.15 

1.78:i.2!l 28.60 
2,:;;;6.7/i 1.10 
il,l20.1i4 3.61 

�25.70 8.26 
495.9ii 4.96 

2.50 .03 

8,786.73 46.56 

In Rupees and Annas. ----·1---- J 

Hongkong and Shanghai on lndin, 
11 ns. 11�. $ cts. , . . . . . . . . . � Gl,i99. 1 3  340.27 

-
=..J_t o,-ts1�!__:a·72 J India. on Hougkong an<l Shanghai, 

In Rupees and Cents. I R$. et�. I I 
Hongkong anti Shanghai on Ceylon, . .. . . .. . . 1 

__
_ 1_3

_ 
H!.H 2.00 I 

12 1----;;�,-�, Ccylon on Hongkong aml Shnnghai, . . . . . . .. 

Total 
Commis-

si on. 

$ cts. 
otooo• 

. .. .. . 

. .. . . .  
· · · · · ·  

· · · · · ·  

. . . ... 

470.16 

.... . . 

. . . . . . 

. ... . .  

.. ... . 

.... .. 
· · · · · ·  

. . .. .. 

525.07 

!ll7.Jo 

46.56 

340.27 

23.72 

2.00 

.51 

TOTAL C'OM�ll:-;:31.0�, . . .. ..... . . . . ... . .. . . . .  : . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  8l,fl25.H 
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THE HARBOUR . MASTER'S REPORT. 

No. 53. HARBOUR DEPARTMENT, 

H oNGKONG, 5th February, 1891. 

Sm,-I have the honour to forward the Annual Returns for this De­

partment for the year ending 31st December, 1890. 

SHIPPING. 

2. The Shipping Returns show a marked advancement in the trade of 

the Colony, the total tonnage of Arrivals and Sa.ilings amounting to · 13! 
million tons, the highest figures yet . reached a.ud over a million wore than 

iu the previous year. There were 32,132 Arrivals with a tonnage of 6,852,588 

tons, and 3 1 ,855 Departures of 6,823,'705 tons, making a graml total of 
63,98'7 vessels, and 13,676,293 tons. 

3. The following statement shows bo\v this amount of shipping is 
apportioned :- ' 

I 
1�R9. 1890. lDCl'CI\Se. 

Ships. Tonnage. Ships. Tonnage. Ships. Tonnage. 

-------- ---- --- --- ---- --- --

British, .. . ... . . . . . . . . . 5,212 6,500,869 5,524 6,994,919 3 1 2  49-1,050 
Foreign, ... . . . .. . .. .. . .  2,376 2,-171,121 2,695 2,776,822 3 1 9  305,701 ' 
Junks in Foreign} 

Trade, ......... . . .  45,568 3,417,331 16,686 3,572,079 1,118 154,748 
-- -- -- - -- - ---

53,156 12,389,321 54,905 13,3·13,820 1,749 954,499 

Ju�:de:�� . . .  �.��} 8,232 283,370 9,082 332,473 850 49,103 
--- --- --- � 

Gmn<l Total, ... 61,388 12,672,691 63,987 13,676,293 2,!'i!l9 1,003,602 

4. Compared with 1889, there has been a general increase of British 
tonnage amounting to 494,050 tons and an increase of Foreign tonnage of 
365,'701 tons. A comparison also with the average of the last three years 
shows an increase in 1890 of 136 British ships representing 397,499 tons, 
and of vessels unde1· Foreign flags an increase of 30'7 ships and 224,842 

tons. 

5. The general trade as represented by the amount of shipping from . 
n.11d to the va�ious countries does not show on the whole much alteration, 



though thct•e is n. general increase in British bottoms most marked with 
regard to Cochin-China, Japan, The Philippines and Siam. In:the case of 
Foreign vessels, the increase is still greater with Cochin-China and Siam. 

There is also a considerable revival of the Junk �tt·acle. 
. . 

6. Wit.h Gt·ea.t Britain and the Continent of Europe, the amount of 
trade does not differ materially ft·om 1889, being indeed nearly stationary. 
There is a slight inct·ease in  arrivals under the British flag and a decrease 
under Foreign flags. 

JUNKS. 

7. As shown in the foregoing tables, the Junk trade for 1890 amounted 
to 3,904,552 tons being an increase over the previous year of 1,968 Junks 
and 203,851 tons. The trade with Maca.o shows n. falling off from 1889, 

but with this exception, the Foreign Junk trade has increased. The chief 
increase in Junks, however, is in the Local t..ade (by which is to be under­
stood, the trade between places within the Waters of the Colony) in which 
the Returns show that it amounts to 850 vessels and 49,103 tons. Com­
pared also with the average of the past tht·ee years, the Junk trade of 1890 

still shows an increase of 11,758 tons in the Foreign trade ancl 44,054 tons 

in the Local trade. 

8. The subject of tlie interference of Chinese Revenue Crnizers with 
the Junk trade of the Colony was brought somewhat prominently forward 
during the past year, and more than one report was made from the Out­
stations of visits paid by these Cruizers or their boats to the Jnuk Anchor­
ages on the south side of the Island, also of Junks having been stopped 
and boarded. In one case from the evidence of the Junk people and the 
Officer-in-Charge of the Station, it would seem that the interference took 
place in Stanley Bay, but in others, the exact positions of the vessels being 

subject to the conflicting evidence of the interested parties, the question of 
within or outside of British Waters was uot provable. During the greater 
part of the year, a Chinese Cruizer has been anchored off Lamma. Island. 

9. In September, t'vo armed Junks were found anchoreu in a small 

bay on the south side, just out of sight of Aberdeen ; they stated that they 
were on the look-out for 11mugglers. Acting under my orders, the Officer­

in-Charge at Aberdeen seized them and I had them towed round to Victoria 
where after taking from them certain flags and other articles to be used for 

· the purpose of future identificn.tion, they were released and the matter re­

ported, 
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10. I should be glall to soo a rag-uhr n.ntl s.,·�tcma.tic p:ttl'ol of the south 

eoa.st Ly armed Government vessels establishoJ. 
1 1 .  3,989 steamers, 125 sailing vessels nnc1 28,018 Junks arrivcJ during 

the ye:�.r, giving an average vf 88 vessels daily arriving in the Waters of 
the Colony. Of the stonmet·s 68 per cent.. were Bt·it.ish, ana of those, 54 

per cent. were " Or.en.n going," of the Foreigners, !1 per cent. wet·e river 

craft. 
STEA3I-LAUNCH ES. 

1�. On the 31st D�cember, there wer� 1 1 0  Ste,\m-lauuches in the Har­

bour, of thes�, 4i were liceusetl for the conveyance vf p<\Silengers, 53 · were 

privn.tcly owned, 10 were the property of tl1o Colonial Govomment. There 

WCI'O in audition 5 htnnches, the property of the 'Var D�partmcnt . . 

EMIGRATION. 

13. There has been a further falling off i·n the number of Chi nese lcax­

ing the Colony for Ports other than thoRo in China and Japan. 

l8HG. • lHRi. I 1 88H. . , • 188�). I ·  1 X90. I 
--li�;--:--x�;--,--;u,w:;_ : "·"'" �--��:--� 
Chinese Exclusion Acts in America, Australia and the S;tndwicb Islands, 

reduced wages, and i nability to procme e m ploymen t. in the Straits Sett.le­

munts, and probably the want of confidence alln(Jed to in m.v bst RC'port, 

n re the principal ca.nsell of the falling off. 

14. Direct cmigt·n.tion to Dcli is now cstahlishcll anu as well Hnd<.'r­

stood as to any ot.her port ancl there has been no repetit-ion of the ou�hreaks 

which occm'l'ell on board these vessels in 1889. 

REGISTRY OF SHIPPING. 

15. During the year, 7 vessels of 4,071 tons weru registorl!d nntler the 

provisions of 'l'he J.feJ·cliant Shipping .A.ct, Js.;.;, an•1 8 Certificn.t.};; of H.cgistry 

, were cancelled. Return No. XVIII shows the t•cmainller of the wot·k done 

in this branch. 

MARINE MAGISTRaTE's Co'C'RT. 

16. 81 cases n·ore heard i n  this Court dlll'ing the yea.t·. l�efus:Ll · of 

1luty (13), and Assault ( 1 1 ), were the principal oft'euces in the case of ships, 

n.nd IJeaving without Cletwance (15), and Breach of Hc\l'bour Regulations 

-" Anchoring in lH'Ohibitell places " in t h e  cn�e of Jnnks. 
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ExAMINATIONS FOR THE rosT OF MASTERS, ]\fATES AND ENGINEERS 

UNDER SECTION 15 oF ORDINANCE No. 8 oF 1870. 

17. The following table will show t.he number of candiJates examined 

for Certificates of Competency, distinguishing those who were successful, 

ancl those who failed :--

GRADE. r _PA!:SED. 1 FAILETl. 

-------
--

-
- - -

,

- -
-

--
1\Insters, . . .  . . .  . .  .. . .  .. . . .  . . . .  . .  . . . . .  .. . .. . .. . .. . .  . .  . .  .. .. .. . . . 3H 
First �fate:<, . . . .  . . . .  . . . . .  . .  . . . . . . . .  . . .  ... .... . .  . .  . . .  . .  . .  . .  . . 2!1 .I 

1 Only J\In.te!:', .  . . . . . .  . . . . . .  . . . . . .  . . .  . . . . . .  . . .  . . . . . .  . . . . . .  . ... . .  3 
Second ?lf: lt<'�. . . . . . .. ... . . . . . .  .. . . . . . . .. . . . . . . . . . .  . . . .  • . .  . . .  9 

-- - -- ·

-
-

---

Total, . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . ! 80 j ::! 

----- ---
-

-
•'irsl Cl:l�;s Engi neer,., . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  i J H  1 :3 

Second l'lass :Engineers, . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  , 
_

_ 38 
_

_ �--_2 __ 
Tot11l, . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 5 1  i 1 0  

I 
18. Since 1st January, 1884, when under the Order in Conncil of 31st 

December, 1883, Certificates of Competency issued at Hongkong were made 

of equal value to those issued by the Board 
·
of T1-acle, <HO Certificates of all 

grades have been issued. The details are shown in tLe following ta'Lle :-

G n.wE. h 884. , 1885. : 1886. ! 18R7. , 1 888. i 1889. 1890. �-:'l'.n. 

-
-

---- '--

-
- -- ---- -

-
----1:fastcr, . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  . 2 1  1 0  ( , i 'N ) -- 1 I , 20 25 39 1 43 

Fir�t Mntc, . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . i 1 4  1 0  1 7  ! 12 J .J :n 29 1 1 2 7  

Only )In.te, . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  5 1  3 1 1 0 1 0 2 1 � 1 7  

-�' �·-5 _ _ __!_1__� _1_1__9 � 
50 1 33 : 29 1 38 1 47 59 1 80 336 

Second Mnte, . . .  

Tot:ll, . . . .  

First Clns;: Engineer, . . . ! 1 9  22 1 1  H 2 1  1 1 1  1 8 1 1 1 6  

Second Clnss Engineer, 23 20 20 li i  19 ! 2s 33 I · 1 5fl 

Totnl, . . . . . . . . . . . .  42 -�42�31-j 2 9  j«iT39�12U 
G rnnd Total, . . . 

-
92 �- 75 /- 6o �67-1-87/ Hs -wT(m) 

I 

.I 
I 

.I 
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MARINE Cou&·rs uNDER. SEcTION 13 OF ORDINANCE No. 8 oF 1879. 

19. The following Courts having been held during the yea.r :-
1 .  On the 30th May, 189;). Inquiry a<> to the stranding of the 

British Steamship Felbl'iclge, Official No. 95,455 of London, o u  
the No1·th Shoa.l, Parn.cd Group, o n  the morning o f  the 3rd 
May. 't'he Master's (JoHN RoTHEN) Certificate of Compe­
tency wrts snspenued for three months. 'fhe time of suspen­
sion was shortened by His Excellency the Officer A.dmi"uister­
ing the Government by a. few duys, the Certificate being re­
tumecl on 13th August, 1890. 

�. On the 5th November, 1890. Inquiry tts to the loss of the 
British Yacht Nyanza, Official No. 56,809 of Glasgow, ou the 
reef, on the North side of the Island of P�na.pc, Oaroline 
G1·oup, ou the morning of the 29th July. The Master's (JoHN 

0ARRINGTox) Certificate of Competency was returnecl to him. 
3. On the 8th December, 1890. Inquiry as to the stranding of 

the British Steamship Pembl'okeshire, O:Ji<:ial No. 85,171 of 
London, on the ShMI off t.he Itilancl of vVung Cum uea.r 1\facao, 
on the night ol' the 15th Novembe1·. The Master's (J AMI!:S 
DANCASTER) Certificrtte of Coml'etency was suspended for six 
months. 

S.BAMBN. 

20. 10,830 seamen were shipped and 1 1 ,022 discharged at the Shipping 

Office and on boo.t·d ships dmiug the year, the discrepancy is owing to the 
number of sea.rnen shipped at the various l'ousuhttes of w1liC;h we have no 
record. 

21. 314 distresseJ. seamen were received during the yea.r. Of these, 
n were sent to the United Kingdom, 37 elsewhere, and 192 obtained employ­
ment. On the 31st December, 1890, 10 were in the Government Civil 
Hvspital and 2 in the Lunatic Asylum. 84,8DO.D9 were expended by tho 
Board of Tmde in the relief of these men, a.ud $42.69 by this Colo tiy. The 
Colony also paid 8542.54 f •. ir the relief at Honolulu of the shipwrecked crew 
of the Barque Wa1uleriny �Minstrel. 

MARINE S uRVEYOR' s Sun-DEPAR'fMENT. 
22. Dmiug the past year the Colony ha.s losL the valuable services of 

Mr. BuEWER, Marine Surveyor and 1\11·. W AGNER, Assista.nt Mtwine Sur­
veyot·. Mr. BREWER weut Home in very bad health in August, 1888, aud 
tlietl i n  England iu December, 1889 ; and a. few months later Mr. \VAGNER, 



!I 

1,, 

t 1 uo J 
who hatl Leen performing the duties of Marine Surv

.
eyor, dietl in Hong­

kong. Previous to the anival from England of the Offieers there appointed 
to fill the vaca,ncies, the duties were performed . first by Mr. AN DREW 

JoHNS'rON, and on his lcaviug for England, by Mr. JoHN ·w. KrsGHO&N. 

In September, the Officers appointed from Englaml anived : Mr. GEORGE 

PEEBLES anJ Mr. RonERT DixoN. J�eturn No. XXIII shows the work 

perft)rmell in this bmnch of the HarboUl' Departwent. 

LIGH'l'HOUSES. 

23. The three Lighthouse Stations have Leeu lll<\iutained as usunJ 
during the year. The Light-vessel on Kellett's Bank was removed on lst 

June, the result of an e1amination of the bank showing that no silt had 

taken place over the stone-laden junks su nk as au experiment, and that thu 

Junks had broken up ancl disappeare1l in the soft deposit at the bottow. 

24. The third Light-keeper's services were dispensetl with on account 
of miscondnct, the post is uow flllt!d by an Officer on probation. An in­

creased rate of pay ha viug been sanctioned for t he Ob incse Assistant Light­

keepers, I hope to IJC able for the future to secure a LeHer class of men 

with iucrcased efficiency t.o the 3ervice. 

BoKHARA Hocx. 
25. The suggested opC'rations at the Bokhara I:.ock proviug too costly 

were abandoned, and the danger is still marked with a buoy. It was found 

necessary during Lhe year to renew the moorings, nccordingly two anchors 

and 61) fatl!otus of chain were purchased and t h e  moorings relaid at a total 
cost of :';945.87. 

UovERNMEN'l' GuNPOWDER DEPCI·r. 

2o. During the year 1890, tl!ere has been store!l i n  tl!o Government 

Magazine at Stone Cutters' Isla.nu. 

I Approx imate 
&c. · c1g 1!,  

lbs. I i\ v. of Ca,;c�, \\' . 1 

-· -------- ------:--
Gunpowder, l'ri nttcly Oll'ucd, . . .  . . . . . . .  . . . . .  U, 13!1 289,1 i.'i 

,, nm·cmmcn t  owned, . . . . . . . . . . . .  li;5 3,500 
Cartridge�, Pri nttcl.v owucd, . . . . . . . . . . .  .. . .  237 6:?,346 

, Uovcmmcnt owned , . . . . . . . . . . . .  64 4,800 
Explo>'i,·c } l> .  1 1  1 -, 6.-, , .,9 l'ompo111HI� 1'1\'01 c y OWIIC! ' . . . . . . . . . . . . . , .. �,lu 

, liuYel'lllllCilt 0\\' llcd, . . . . . . . . . . . . __ ___ 1 2  '---·--,j-8_,3_ 
Total, . . . . .  . 1 5,394 1 404,.)4.3 

• 
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On the 31st DtJcemuer, 1890, there remaiueJ. as uudet· :-

No. of Cn�e:;, 
&c. 

A pproximntc 
Weight, 

1b�. 

-- -- ---:--- ____ , ___ _ __ _ 
Gunpowder, Printtely ownc<l, . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . : 3,53i i 4,214 

, GuYcrnmcnt ownetl,. . . . . .  .. .. . . 682 ()3,323 
Cartriclge:::, Privately owned, . . . . . . . . . . . .. . .  ; 24il ;i6,314 

, Go,·ernmeut. owned,. . . . . .  . . . . . 1 47 1 1 ,39() 
ExplosiYe } . C l l'nnttcly ownc•l, . . . . . . . . . .. . . · i55 40,800 ompoUIH s 

,, G overnment ownctl, . . . . . . .. . . .  . ' 1 2  585 . 
'1' I 

�
---:-:;--2" - '>46-6-3'> ota , . . . . . .  , i.l,., o - , > -
I 

27. The condition of the M:tgaziue is much improved, extensive repairs 

have been carried out making good rnvages of white-ants, &c., but the tiled 

roof requires to be replaced . 

A new Whal'f is being built n.nd is nearly completed. 

1'he subject of excluding the public from the precincts of the Magazine 

is one which, I submit, should receive consideration. At present, this is 

the only portion of Stone Cutters' Island where the public can land without 

special " Permit " and when it is considered with what care such like pre­

mises are ·generally guarded, the omission in this Cltse seems to call for 

remark. 

hrPOin·s AND ExPOR'rS (�PIUM) OFFICE. 

28. 1'he Hetum sho,vs tlmt during the year the amount of Opium 
reported was as follows :-

Imported, . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  62,4631 �.g clw�t�. 
. . 

Exported, . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  58,02:1� {-�· 

Through cargo rcportell uut uot landed, . . . . . .  16,004 

" 

" 

20,444 Permits were issued fro ill this Office being an increase of 1 , 1 1 7  

over lust yeat·, this i s  chiefly attributable t o  removers being now required 

to state the hour of removal, so that if two chests arc to be reUlovcd at 

different hours, two Permits arc now r�;>quircd. 

• 
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A U<\ily Memo. of Expot't Permits was during the yen.t· sent to the 

Kowloou Customs Office. By this meaus, we n.re able to verify that every 
chest for which an Export Permit is issuctl h.ts really been esporteu. 

I have the honour to Le, 

Sit·, 

Yom most obcllieut Scrl'ltnt, 

R. MURRAY RUMSEY, H.ct. Com., R.N., 

Harbl)ltl' 1Jfasfe1·, &c. 

'rhe Houont·able F&ANCTS FLEMING, O.M.G., 
Colonial Secretary, 

&e., &c., &c. 
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