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4.-Steam-launches. 

18. On the 31st December, there were 303 Steam-launches 
(including MotorBoats) employed in the Harbour. Of these 129 
were licensed fo r conveyance of passengers, &c., 134 were 
owned, 18 were the property of the Government and 22 belonged 
to the Imperial Government, comprising 4 Military and 18 Naval. 

Nine Masters' Cer Wicates were suspended for incompetency 
or negligence in the performance of their duties; 3 were suspended 
for 3 months, and were required to be re-examined before their 
certificates were returned; 1 was suspended for six month s ; 2 were 
suspended for 1 month a nd were required to come up for instruction 
at the expiration of that t ime; 2 were suspended for 1 month and 
2 :nonths respsctively and were required to come up for 'examin
ation at the expiration of those times and 1 was ordered to re-pass 
the examina tion before his certificate was returned. 

Five hundred an d fifteen (515) engagements and four hundred 
and sixty-six (466) discharges of masters and engineers were made 
during th e year. 

As in 1910,·seven (7) steam-launches were permitted to carry 
A rms, &c., for their protection against pirate·s. These were all 
previously a llowed. 

5.-Emigration and Immigrat ion. 

19. One hundred and thirty-five thousand five hundred a nd 
sixty-five (135,565) Emigrants left Hongkong for various places 
during the year 1911 (111,058 in 1910). 

Of these, 98,691 were carried in British Ships, and 42,874 iu 
Foreign Ships. 

These figures show a substantial increase over 1910 of 24 507 
(or which can be accounted for in th e same way as last 
prondmg labour for rubber plantations in the Federated M a lay 
States. 

One hundred an d forty-nine thousand eight hund red and ninety
four (149,894) ret urning emigrants are reported to have been 
brought to H ongkong from the several places to which they had 
emigrated, either from this Colony, or from Coast Ports as aO'ainst 
149,564 in 191.0. Of these 112,328 arrived in British 'ship; and 
37,566 in Foreign Ships. ' 

• .. 
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6.- Registry, &c., of Shipping. 

20. During the year, 20 shipf; were registered under the prc,
visions of the Imperial Merchant Shipping Act and 4 Certificates 
of Registry were cancelled. 111. Documents, &c., were dealt with 
in connection with the Act, the fees on which amounted to $846 as 
compared with $1,458 in 1910. 

7.-Marine Magistrate's Court 

21. Two hundred and thirty-five cases were heard in the Marine 
Magistrate's Court (95 in 1910) . . Breach of the Harbour Regula
tions, Disobeying the L awful Orders of the H arbour Maste-r, 
Neglecting to exhibit lights, Failing to observe the Rule of the 
Road, and carrying passengers in exce:->s were the princiral 
offences. 

8.-Marine Court. 

( Unclm· SecNon 1.9 of 01'dinance 10 nf 180{}.) 

22. During the year only one Comt was held:-

On the 11th December, inquiry into the circumstances 
attending the piracy on November 23rd on the Briti>'h 
S.S. "Shui On," Official No. 12(),987 of Hongkong, of 
which Robert Alexa nder Johnson, number of whose 
Certificate of Compe tency is 191 Singapore, was 
Maswr. 

The Court found that sh ortly after the Ship had taken the 
ground on a spit N.E. of Staunch I sland, W est River, a number of 
armed Chinese pirates attacked the ship firing volleys at the Euro
pean Quarters an d afterwards ransacker! her, taking away valuables 
to the amount of $10,000, of which $9,500 belonged to 1he passen
gers and crew; and that the Chief Officer, Mr. Nicholson, lost his 
life in gallantly endeavouring to prevent the pirates from boarding 
the ship. 

9.-Examination of Masters, Mates and Engineers. 

23. The following Tables show the numc0r of Candidates 
examined under Ordinance 10 of 1899, for Cntificates of Cc,m
peteney, distinguishing those wr.o pa:,;sed from thoi'e who fa iled:-



122 

(Under Bow·d of TJ'((df RC'qu.lafions.) 

Grade. P assed. Failed. 

------------ 1----------

Master, ... . ..... ........... ....... ... ... .. .. .. .. ... .. .. .. . 
Master, (Provisional Certificate), .. .. .. .. ..... . . 
First Mate, ........ .. .. ... ....... ... ...... ........ .... .. 
Second Mate, ........... · .... . .. ...... ... .. . ........... . 
Mate, ........ . .......... .. ... .. . .. .... ........ ... .... ..... . 
Mate, River St0ctmer, ............ . .................... \ 

Total, .......... ...... ... ,. 

9 
1 
8 
1 

19 

1 
1 
1 
2 

5 

F irst Class E ngineer, ... .. ................ .. .......... 21 5 
Second Class Engineer,...... .. .............. ..... ... 30 1 

Total, ... ...... ............ ~--Sl--6---

F or Steamship<; not exc3eding 60 tons, under Section 37 of Or· 
dinance No, 10 of 1899:--

Candidates. 

For Master, .. .... .. , ... ..... . .. ...... . ...... ....... ... . . 
For EngineeJ', .. ... , .. ...... , .. , .............. . ...... . .. 

Passed. 

62 
50 

Failed. 

3 
1 

------. ----
Total,... .. .. ...... ... ... .. 112 

10.- Examination of Pilots. 

(Under OrdiiiMU'r No. 3 of 1904.) 

4 

24. Only one candidate was examined during the year and 
passed. One Licence was issued, and 13 Licences were. renewed. 

I t.-Sunday Cargo Working. 

25. D uring the y ear 319 Permits were issued u nder Ordinance 
No. 1 of 1891 as compared with 267 in 1910. Of these 107 were 
not used as it was found unnece;:;sary to work cargo on the Sunday 
and the fees in such cases were refunded. 

The Revenue collected u nder this head amounted to $36,975 l.\S 
again st $30,475 in 1910. 

123 

12.-New Territories. 

Thirteenth year of British Adminl.sti'atl.on . 

26. The OutRtations attached to the Harbour Department, now 
seven in numbel', have continued to perform the work allotted to 
them, and during the year Licences, Port Clearances, Permits, &c., 
have been issued by them as follows:-

l fJl (). 1911. 
Cheung Chau opened 1899 ...... 13,484 13,780 
Tai 0 

" 
1899 ...... . 6,258 7,494 

Tai Po 
" 

1900 .. .. .. 9,022 8,928 
Sa.i Kung 

" 
1902 ..... . 2,683 :3,504 

Long Ket 1905 . ... .. 8,260 6,473 
Dsep Bay 1901 

clo:-:ed July 1909, re-
opened December, 1911 ...... 560 

Ping Shan opened 1,:t Sep-
tembe r, 1911, ...... . .... . .. . .. ....... 42 

39,707 
FT- iii 

40,781 
~ 

'I' he Reve nue collected by thi.,: Department from the New 
Territories during 1911 was $29,054 a~ compared with $28,141,90 in 
1910. 

13. -lighthouses 

GAP ROCK LIGHTHOUSE. 

27. During 1911, 899 vessels pasf'ed this station, all of which 
were reported to the Harbour Office by telegraph. Of this number 
144 were signalled by Morse lamp. 

Three thousand seven hundred and seventeen (3,717) telegraphic 
messages were sent, including mete(Jl'ological observations for the 
Observatory, and 557 messages were received. 

Telegraphic communication was maintained throughout the 
·year except for a few interruptions of short duration, caused by 
the land lines being in contact. 

There were fifty-five hours and thirty minutes (55 h. 30 m.) of 
fog and the fog signal was fired 352 times. 

On three occasions the relief was delayed by rough weather. 

WAG LA.N l8L1\ N I) LIGHT H 0 US E. 

During 1911, 2,281 messages were f'ent and 663 received; 2,063 
vessels were reported, and owing to interruption of telegraphic 
communic.ation 140 vessels were not reported. 

' 
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There were 183 hours and forty-eight minutes (183 h. 48 m.) of 
fog and the fog gun s were fired 1,928 times. 

On two occasions the relief was delayed by rough weather. 

GREEN ISLAND LIGHTHOUSE. 

During 1911, 1,582 vessels were signalled and reported. 536 
messages were sent and 477 received. 

Owing to telephonic communication being interrupted at ten 
different times during the year, 67 vessels were not reported. 

In the · lat ter part . of the y8ar Matthews Trinity House 
vapourising oil burner, on the "Kitson" system, was installed at 
Gap Rock, Waglan Island and Green I sland Lighthouses, r eplacing 
the Trinity House wick burners. 

It is the latest Trinity House improvement in L ighthouse 
illumination, thus bringing our three leading lights up to a high 
state of efficiency, and comparing favourably with any modern 
light. The intensity of the light is greatly increased, a t th e 
same time an approximate saving of 51% on oil consumption 
has been effected. 

A satisfactory tes t h as been carried out with White Rose 
Paraffin Oil, supplied locally by the Standard Oil Company. This 
oil will be universally adopted and being cheaper in price as 
compared with the oil formerly sent out from Home affects a 
fur ther saving in cost of maintenance. ,.-

The light was first exhibited at Green I sland on lOth August, 
at Gap Rock on the 1st September, and at Waglan Island on the 
5th October. 

14.-Commerclal Intelligence, Board of Trade. 

28. Fifty-six (56) let ters were received during the year from 
fi rms and individuals, principally in Gr3at Britain, asking for 
information upon various points in connection with their busine.ss, 
requesting me to place them in communication with local firms, 
or to obtain local agents for the sale of their goods, or submit ting 
samples or price lists. 

My replies h ave been as full as the information and time at 
my disposal permitted, and my negotiations ha ve, I understand, 
been productive, in many cases, o£ desired effects. 

HARBOUR OFFICE, 
13th February, 1912. 

C. W. BECKWITH, Uommander, R.N., 
Harbonr Master. 




