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CHAMBER'S REPRESENTATIVES IN LEGISLATIVE COUNCL

7 Date of
Flec-
tion

188¢
1886
1887
1883
1890
1894
1893
1920
1909
1901
1932
1902
1993

1904 .

1906
19908
1938
1912
1912
1912
1013

Nume of Representative

Firm

How Elected

Thomas Jackson .. -+ «oov veeees

Alexander Palmer MacEwen ..
Alexander Palmer MacEwen .

Bendyshe Layton ..c.ooo coverinnens
Thomas Hendoerson Whitehead
Alexander MacConachie .........
Thomas Henderson Whitehead
Herbert Smith woeee coeeiiennee

John Thurburn e
Thomas Hende-son Whitehexd
Robert Gordon Shewan ..........
Robert Gordon Bhewan ...
Henry Edwsard Pollcek K.C. ..
Robert Gordon Shewan .
Edhert Ansger Hewett ...

Murray Stewart ...

Fdbert Ansgar Hewatt ovoovennn
Edbert Ansuzar Hewett, C.M.C.
Murray Stewart .o e
T W, C. Bonnar e v v
Edbert Ansgar Hewett, C.M.G.

| Shewan, Tomes & Co. .oovvenneen.

1 P. & 0. Steam Navigation Co.

o] Stawart BicB v crevreeresessprensons

Hongkong & Shanghai Bank..
Heliday, Wise & Qo . ..ot
do. doy e
Gibb, Livingston & Co. ......
Chartered Bank of I.A. & China
Gilman & Co. vevvveeiecnnanniiiiiee:
Chartered Bank of I.A. & China
Butterfield & Swire ..
Morcantile Bank ..o cooeeiiiiis
Chartered Bank ¢f LA, & China
Shewan, Tomas & Co, . wuis
do. d6:  sermaries

Barrister at Law....cooooovniens

P. & O. Steam Navigation Co.!

do. da: e s
Stewart Bros ..o oo v v
Gibh, Livingsion & Co. wevvees
P. & 0. Steam Nuvigation Co.

Elected 2nd January.

Tlectad 27th April, Mr. Jackson
on leave. :

Elected 17th September, on
retirement of Mr, Jackson.

Elected 22nd May, Mr. Mac-
Kwen on leave

Elected 18th September, on re-
signation of Mr. MacEwen.

Elected 9th June, Mr. White-
head on leave.

Re-elected 19th September, on
expiry of term

| Elected 30th April, Mr, White-

head on leave.
Elected 18th June. cn resigna-
tion of Mr, H. Smith.
Ret%lbried'from leave, 12th July,
1!

Elected 5th June, Mr. White-
head on leave. )
Flected 3rd October, on expiry
of term.

Elected on 12th August, Mr.
Shewan on leave.

Returned from leave, 12th July,

1904,

Elected 26th April, Mr. Shewan
resigned.

Elected 17th  March, M.
Hewett on leave.

Returned from leave, 15th
October, 1908,

Re-olested 25th April, 1912, on
expiry of term.

Elected 25th May, 1912, Mr.
Hewett on leave.

Elected 10th September, 1912,
Mr.Murray Stewart resigned.

Returned from leave 19th De-
cember, 1912,
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RULES AND REGULATIONR,

(CONFIRMED AT THE ANNUAL GENERAL
MeeTiNG HELD 19TH May, 1903.)

I. The Sociéty shall be styled ““ The Hongkong
GaneraIIChamber of Commerce.”

I1. The objects of the Chamber shall be to watch
over and protect the general interests of Commerce, to
collect information on all matters of interest to the
Mereantile Community, and to use every means within
its power for the removal of evils, the redress of griev-
ances, and the promotion of the common good; to
communicate with Authorities and others thereupon .
to form a code of practice whereby the transaclion of
business may be simplified and facilitated; to receive
seferences, and to arbitrate betwsen disputants—the
decisions in such references to be recorded for future
use or guidance.

ITI. All Mercantile Firms, and persons engaged or
interested in the trade of Hongkong or China, shall be
eligible for admission as Members in the manner here-
after described, and on payment of $50 for Firms, and
$20 for single individuals for the current year of their
election, and a like annual subscription thereafter, pay.
able on 1st January.

IV. Candidate for admission must be proposed by
one Member, and seconded by another, and elected at
the Annual General Meetings by a majority of the votes
of the Members there present entitled to vote. They
may also be elected by the Committee in the interval
between such Annual General Meetings, but subject to
confirmation at the next Annual General Meeting.

V. The business and funds of the Chamber shall
be managed by the Committee.

VI. The Committee shall consist of ten Members,
to be elected at the Annual Meeting of the Chamber,
and shall hold Office for one year. Vacancies occurring
during the year shall ba fiied up by the Committee.

The Committee shall enter upon office as soon as
the Arinual Meeting has been held, and shall remain in
office until their report and accounts have been accepted
and passed by the Chamber and their successors asrume
office.

Name,

Object,

Mewmbership
and sub-
seription,

Managemcuot,



Committes
Meetings.

A : Sub-Con
mittees,

‘ By-laws,

Annual
Report.

Accouits,
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At the first meeting the new Committee shall elect
a Chairman and Vice-Chairman, who shall hold office
for the year.

~ VIL In the event of the Representative of the
Chamber of Commerce in the Legislative Council not
being a member of the Committee, he shall, ex officio,
have a seat on the Committee.

VI1II. The Committee shall meet at least once a
month (on such day as may be fixed) for the transaction
of business, and at other times when summoned by the
Chairman, or in his absence by the Vige-Chairman.
The proceedings to be laid on the table for the inspec-
tion of members, subject to such regulations as the
Committee may consider expedient. In case of the
non-attendance of the Chairman and Vice-Chairman, a
chairman shall be chosen by the Members of the Com-
mittee present.

IX. At Meetings of the Committee, four Members
shall form a quorum, and in case of an equality in
voting the Chairman shall have a casting vote in addi-
tion to his own.

X. The Committee shall have power to appoint
Sub-Committees for such purposes as may be deemed
advisable.

XI. The Committes shall have power to frame
By-laws, which shall at once come into foree, but must

be presented for gonfirmation at the next ensuing

General Meeting of the Chamber; and after such con-
firmation, such By-laws shall be binding on all Members
equally with these Rules. :

% 1I. The Funds of the Chamber shall be paid into
ons of the Banks under an account to be opened by the
Committee, and may be inveated in such manner as may
be considered advisable.

XTTT. All cheques shall be signed by the Secretary
of the Chamber, and countersigned, by the Chairman,
or Viee-Chairman, or in their sbsenco by one of the
Committee. All disbursements shall be sanctioned by
the Committee at their ordinary Meetings.

An Account, duly audited by two Members of the
Chamber, shall be laid before the Annual General
Meeting.

X1V. A Yearly Report of the preceedings shalt
be prepared, which, after being approved at the Annual
Goneral Meeting, shall be printed and ciroulated.

[11]

XV. A paid Secretary shall be appointed by the
Committes, such appointment to be subject to confirma-
tion at the next ensuing Annual General Meeting.

XVI. The Annual General Mceting of the Chamber
shall be held in the month of February (or as socorn
thereafter as may be convenient) of each year for the
purpose of receiving the Committee’s Report, of examin-
ing and passing the Accounts of the previous year, of
electing the Committee for the ensuing year, and of

_transacting general business.

All important questions affecting the Port, and its
commercial relations with the Empire of China, or with
other States, may be discussed at the Annual Meetings
or at Special General Meetings convened for the purpose
in the manner provided for by Rule 17.

XVIIL. The Committee may, whenever they think
fit, or shall upen a requisition made in writing signed
by at least five Members of the Chamber, convene an
Extraordivary General Meeting of the Chamber, Any
such requisition shall state the objects of the Meeting
proposed to be held, and upon receipt of such requisi-
tion the Committee chall forthwith call an Extra-
ordinary General Meeting, to be held within ten days
subsequent to the receipt of such requisition.

XVITT. At least five days’ notice, either by Adver-
tisement or printed Circular, shall be given of each
Annual or Extraordinary General Meeling, and in the
case of the latter the notice shall state the naturs of
the business for which the Mesting is called.

XIX. No husiness shall be transacted at any
General Meeting unless there be personally present at

the time the Mesting proceeds to business ten or mure
Members.

XX. Voting hy Proxy, or by Members whose sub-
scriptions are in arrear, shall not be allowed, nor shall
more than one Member of the same Firm be entitied to
vote for such IMirm ¢n the same occasion.

XXI. In the absence from the Colony of all the
partners in a Firm, their representative by Power of
Attorney shall be entitled to vobe.

XXIJ. In case the conduct of any Membor shall in
the opinion of the Committee be injurious to the chav-
acter or interests of the Chamber, the Committee may,
after due enquiry, and after opportunity of making his
defence has been afforded to such Member, pass a Reso-
lution for the expulsion of such Member from the

Hdecretary.

Annual and
Special
Geueral
Meetings,

Extraordinary
General
DMeetings,

Quorum,

Voting

Expulsion of
Member,



Alteration of

Rules,
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Chamber, and such Resolution shall take effect after
it has been communicated to the Members, and been
passed at a General Meeting by a majonty of not less
than two-thirds of those present and qualified to vote
at such Meeting.

XXIII. The Rules of the Chamber shall not be
repealed, added to, or altered except by a majority of
Members present at a General Meeting (ca}led for that
purpose) and after at least ten days’ notice has been
given of the proposed changes. :

XXIV. The Rules and By-laws shall be printed
and a copy thereof shall be furnished every Member.

18]
BY-LAWS,

(CONFIRMED AT THE ANNUAL (IENERAL
MegTing HELD 191 May, 1903 )

AND AMENDED AT A GENERAL MEETING
HELD 28TH ArriL, 1914.

I. The Office shall be open daily from ncon to ecne Offies houre,
o’clock p.m., when the Secretary shall be in attendance,
and ready to communciate with any Member requiring
information or access to the Records of the Chamber,

TI. The Secretary shall attend all Meetings (inelud. Secretary’s
ing those of the Arbitration Committee, if required), tehee,
keep a journal of all proceedings, take charge of all
documents, keep the accounts of the Chamber, collect
Subscriptions and obtain Statistics of Trade, prepare
Statements of Trade, conduet and keep copies of cor-
respondence, and attend to such other duties as may be
tequired by the Committee.

IT1. All communications shall he received and Correipondence

answered through the Chairman, Vice-Chairman, or
Secretary. '

IV. No documents belonging to the Chamber shall Doouments
be removed during Office hours, nor shall any minute of 20t to be

its proceedings be made public without an order of the Reee
Committee,

V. Notice of any proposition or business to be tenersi
brought by Members before the Yearly General Meeting Meeting Notice.
shall be given to the Secretary at least five days before

the Meeting, who, in the circular or advertisement

calling such Meeting, will state the business or proposi.

tion, and by whom to be brought forward.

VI. In addition to the Subscriptions as provided Reveiue
for by Rule III., funds for the requirements of the gilerthan
Chamber may be raised in the following manner —By fes,
the sale of statements of trade, by fees on Arbitration
and References, by fees for certified copies of the
Records and other Documents in the Archives of the
Chamber, or for Certificates for any Commercial
matters, by the issue of telegraphic or other information
of general interest, and by voluntary gifts and contridu-
tions either in money, maps, bLooks or anything which
may be useful to the Society.
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and arbit ation
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Appointment
of outside
Arbitrators

Arbitration
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Arbitration
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Constructlon
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VIL The Committee shall appoint every year from
their number a Corresponding Committee to supervise
sl matters conneeted with the correspondence of the
Chamber, and an Arbitration Committee to conduct
snd decide cases submitted to the arbitration of the
Chamber. The functions of the Arbitration Committee
shall continue so long as any business submitted to them
during their pericd of service remains undecided.

In cases of dispute relating to matters of a technical
nature the Arbitration Committes may appoint one cr
more persons other than of their number to examine
and/or arbitrate in the matter at such fee or fees as the
Committes may decide.

VIIT. If the dispute be of such a nature as to,
in the opinion of the General Committee, require the
sorvice of the Arbitration Committee, each Member
thereof shall he entitled to a Fee—in additicn to a Fee
for the Chamber.

The amount of such Fees to be regulated by the
Arbitration Committee, according to the importance of
the case and bhe time occupied therein. subject to an
appeal to the General Committee whose decision on the
amount shall be final.

IX. The Disputants in an Arbitration case shall
Ie held to guarantee the fees jointly and severally to
the Chamber.

X. The Arbitration Committee shall appoint its
own Chairman and confine its functions to cases where
jts intervention or advice is requested, and on no
oceasion shall it proceed with any case unless all the
parties subscribe a Bond making the Award a Rule of
the Supreme Court. ‘

Printed forms of such Bonds, leg_a.lly prepared, shall
be kept for the information of Members and other
Members of the Public who may have ocecasion fo resort
to the Chamber for Arbitration.

The parties to an Arbitration or Survey need not
necessarily be Members of the Chamber but in cases
where neither party is a Member of the Chamber the
General Committee may decline to arbitrate or hold a
Survey.

XI. Tn the event of any question as to the con-
struction or application of these By-laws, the General
Clemmittee shall have power to decide the same, sub-
mitting the matter to the next General Meeting of the
(hamber for its final decision.
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RULES TO REGULATE PROCEEDINGS
AT MEETINGS HELD FOR THE

NOMINATION OF REPRESENTATIVES

OF THE CHAMBER IN THE
LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL.

(CONFIRMED AT THE ANNUAL GENERAL
MEETING HELD 191H MAy, 1903.)

1. On receipt of a request from the Government to
rominate a representative of the Chamber in the Legis.
fative Council, a General Meeting of the Members shall
be called by the Committee, notice of which shall be
given by advertisement in the public Press at least five
days before the holding of such Meeting.

2. Notice in wriling of the names of Candidates,
and of their propusers and seconders, to be lodged with
the Secretary at least 48 hours before the time appointed
for holding the General Meeting.

3. If only one Candidate, the Voting to be by show
of hands ; if more than one Candidate, the Voting to be

by Ballot, . C TE

4. In the case of a Ballot, Scrutineers to be ap-
rointed by the Mesting.

e

5.. In the case of a Ballot, a voting paper to be
handed to each Member entitled to vote attending the
Meeting, and when the Poll takes place, the voting
papers, with the names of the Selscted Candidates fillad
in, to be placed in a receptacle (to be indicated by the
Chairman of the Meeting) at the place of Ballot; the
Scrutineers (or Secretary) to register the name of the
Voters as the voting papers are so deposited.

6. After a Candidate has been proposed and

saconded, Members may speak to the proposal before the
Meeting. ‘

7. When all the Candidates have been proposed and
seconded, the Candidates may address the Meeting in
the order in which their names have been submitted to
the Meating,.

Notice of
Moeeting.

Proposal of

Candidates

Votin

Order of
speeches
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8. Thereafter no further addresses may be made,

and the Ballot skall take place. | $CALE OF COMMISSIONS AND BROKERAGES.

adopted by the Hongkong General Chamber of Comimerce,

Résilt 9. After the Scrutineers have reported in writing
te the Chairman of the Meeting the result of the Ballot, at the Annual General Meeting held 19th May, 1503,
the Chairman shall declare the same to the Meeting. To be charged to Buyer and Seller.
gllgsveoggsequalily 10. In the case of an equ.ality of votes between the . COMMISSIONS.
Candidates standing highest in the Poll, the Ballot as - Puarchasing or selling Tea, .........
Letween these Candidates shall be held over again at a 5 i Raw Bk, o ovmivinies
further Meeting to be called on a date to be decided on » » Cotton,
by the General Committee, such date to be not later » ” Opium,..coveiivin R
than ten days alter the first Meeting. e " all other Goods and Produce,
i ” Ships and Landed Property, ... saw O i
s i Stocks AR BHATET] wevaiivsrirnmsesnnsanvansnpinmenrs S | G
Tnspactific Teh; wonvmpnpasimassum s »”
o Bl s i
Guaranteeing Sales.. ..o cn s i
” Remittances,...... L) . s T T
Drawing or endorsing Bills of Exchange,.....occooveiieiiaiiinns il P | i
i or negotiating Bills of Exchange without recourse, ......... % -
£ PPurchasing or realising Bullion or Bills of Exchange,...... ..o & -
Remitting the Proceeds of Bullion or Bills of Exchange,....ocoocvinne 3 "
Paying and receiving Money in Current Account, .. e 1 »

5 Ship's Disbursement&, G U IS O O ) i
| Collecting Freighit, covveeconivssioniesreiveinnianmeess ies snnres ssasnnssssassosaiaien 2% 5
| Obtaining Freight or Cha,rter, ............................. cveeraeviie D o

< | i3 and collecting same Fre]ght s B 5

: &d;ustmg Insuranue Claims on Amount Recovered,.... . eeeeerinennnn. 2% 5

# i Effecting Insurance, on the Insured Amount, ... .o evvvmeniceinann 1 W
Prosecuting or defendmg successfully Claims, elt,her at Law or { 5

By ArBitTation;: s st 1

- Prosecutmg or defending unsuccessfully, ”

Managing Estates and collecting Rents (on Gross Receipts), ... B s

Transhipping or forwarding Jewellery, and Bullion,.......coveiiiinnnnn 3 5
Forwarding or transhipping Cargo, ........ wessduisonns
Transhipping or forwarding Opium, ..... T — I e Ay $2 per c‘best
Goods withdrawn or re-shipped, vererns % Commigsion

Granting Letters of Credit,....coivivniiiiiiiiiii s 1 per cent.
. For doing ship’s busmess when no mward or outwald Com.tmssmn } 20 cents per
18 EATTI, eversreersinseenieeiin eiras e e e Register ton

‘ The conversion into Hongkong currency of sterling freight inward to Hongkong,
| [ ) payable in Hongkong, shall, unless otherwise stipulated, be made at the
i rate for Bank Bills on London payable on demand; and the rate ruling at
| the cloge of a mail shall be the rate applicable to such purpose during the
gubsequent week.

| .
i _ : BROKERAGLES.

w ' Bills and Bullion, ......... eiiiiiieieenes 1 per cent. Payable by Seller,

‘ Produce and Ceneral Merchandlse 3 . ¥ -

‘ ‘ TS ABIIE,  vsovivssompmomamsonss  rsetm sk g . i 3
For negotiating and completing Charters and i

‘\ procuring Freight, ..o, % A i » by ship.

For negotiating sale or purchage of Landed} 1
Froperty, .o ST ——— h




[18]
THE STOCKBROKERS’ ASSOCIATION OF HONGKONG.

TARIFF OF CHARGES.

To be charged to Buyer and Seller.

Bangs— Docks, WHARVES & GODOWNS—
Horngkong & Shanghai ... §2.00 Hongkong & Whampoa Dock $0.35
Inégftggm_ 75 New Amoy Dock ..... .... .10
an R e o 3 That
e 50 Hongkong & Kowloon Wharf .50
Hongicong Fire .......... 1.00 | Corrox MILLs—
UBION.. oo swin snmnse nies 2.00 Hongkong Cottons ........ .10
LaND & BUILDINGS—
Hongkong Land Investment .50 REFINERLES—
Humphreys' Estate... .... 10 China Sugar . ............. 50
Kowloon Land Investment .25 Luzon SUZAT. ... v vvrunre-- 25
Hgggslltsf’:)mt Building ...... .35 Misonlzantonie—
Hongkong Hotel.......... 50 Bell’s Asbestos ...... a0 sis 110
STEAMSHIPS— Campbell, Moore & Co. .... .20
Hongkong, Canton & Macao .25 China Borneo . .......... 10
China & Manils .......... A5 China Light & Power,...,. .0d
Indo-Cbina, Preferred 50 China Provident .......... .10
Do. Deferred [ """ Dairy Farm ........0....0 .20
Douglas Steamship Co. .... .20 Green Island Cements .... .10
Star Feity. cuses oo swmion v .2b Hongkong Electric ........ .20
Do. new issue ...... 15 Hongkong Ice Co. ........ .75
Union Water Boat Co. .... .10 Hongkoung Rope .......... .20
MiNING— Hongkong Tramway ...... 05
Charbonnages ............ 1.59 Watson & Co. ............ .10
BB wows | bassseses s 10 Wiz, Bowell vovuvas vomaimni 10

When the priees of Stocks fluctuate, the above Tariff is subject to alterations as follows :—

Stock Value, ‘Bv'akarage.

Present Tariff. Stock Value. Brokerage.

$9.00 At or over 8900 the Brokerage to be §.00 When falling under $700 to be $1.50
150 700 5 2.00 " 500, 100
gop ™ 500 i3 1.50 o 300 ., B
W 300 i 100 4 200 ., .50
.50 + 200 W N o 60 " ,35
.35 i 60 Vi .50 " 35 " .25
.25 i 35 7 35 o By, .20
.20 v 25 o .25 " 15 i 15
.15 o 15 5 .20 xy 10 " 10
10 2 - 12,50 e A5 0" 3 " ]

Brokerage on Shanghai Stocks to be charged at the rate of V4 per cent. on market value.

N.B.—This ecale docs not anply to non-local Stocks, brokerage for which will be adjusted from time

to time as occasion may demand.
By Order of the Committee,

W. G, WORCESTER,
Secrelary,

HONGKONG, 7th March, 1913.
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~ THE STOCKBROKERS' ASSOCIATION OF HONGKONG.

TARIFF OF CHARGES

ON

STERLING AND STRAITS DOLLAR STOCKS.

To be charged to BUYER and SELLER.

Value of Stock. Brokerage.
Under 5,"# ........... N 5 s L R, N l%d
e 1 i R T ——— 3d.
zolfﬁ S T AR, 6¢l.
e Ml sl S 9.
100/~ L e, 1/~
150/ & sessessesrsssasas 1/6
DS L L ol 9/-
300/~ 4 s s e o 2/6
400/ .. e I, e 3/~
TnAdor B2 0 iseeresesssresssssneisaysmas 3
$2 andover...... I 13 i
BV o . v %
1 G IR A 0 .
$ 60 . o LA L 50
$A00 5° e s i e .
00 4 ¢ e U v $100
'Y I e $2.00
B0ty cmemsges i $3.00 .,

By Order of the Committee.
W. G. WORCESTER,
Secretary.

N.B.—~This List is to come into foree this date

and cancels all previous issues,

Hongkong, 7th March, 1913.



~ Chinese New Year’s Day, or if that day should ]
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PUBLIC HOLIDAYS 1914.
Extract from the Holidays Ordinance 1912,

SECTION 3.—GENERAL HOLIDAYS.

i914 HOLIDAYS.

Every Sunda‘y ..............................

The 1st day of January, or if that day should

- Thursday, 1st January.
be a Sunday then the [ollowing day .....

be a Sunday then the following day. Pro-

vided that if the Chinese hereaiter adopt | Monday, 26th January,

the Gregorian Calendar then the first two |

week ' days in TanUAEY ¢ 5x oo oo veaman swves J
GOOL FHARY evvvnr s seraee e eeeeanen Friday, 10th April.
The day following Good Friday.............. Saturday, 11th April.
Eater Monday . ou vromues wres o e 2o Monday, 13th April.
WehiE BEONTERE & 5 il o sovmiails Sorsniinil HE Monday, 1st June.

less it shall be ordered by the Governor, by
an order published in the Gazette, that His

The Birthday of His Majesty The King, uu-¥
Majesty’s Birthday is to be kept on some

Wednesday, 3rd June.

other day, and then, sueh other day...... )
The First Monday in August................ Monday, 3rd August.
The Second Monday in Qctober ............. Monday, 12th October,

The Monday which falls on or nearest to tlle}

il Moversbas Monday, 9th Nevember.

Christmag Day, or if that day should be a
Sunday, then the following day

T I T I T T S R

Friday, 25th December.

The 26th day of December, or if that day]
should be a Sunday then the following day, o .
unless Christmas Day falls on a Sunday r | Saturday, 26th December.

then the Tuesday following Christmas Day J

_Bection VIIT.—Tt shall be Jawful for the Governor-in-Council by notifi-
cation in the Gazette to uppoint any day to be observed as a general or as a
Public Holiday in addition to or in substitution for any day mentioned in
Seetion 3 or in Section 4 and thereupon the provisions of this Ordinance
shall apply to such added or substituted day and shall cease to apply to any
day for which another has been so substituted,
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MINUTES of the Awnual General Meeting of the HONGKONG
GENERAL CHAMBER OF COMMERCE /eld in the old CHAMBER
0OF COMMERCE ROOM at the C1TY HALL, on Tuesday, 28th April,
1914, for the purpose of recetving the veport of the Commiitee
and passing the Seceretary's Accounts for the year ending 31st
December, 1913,

- Present :—

THE HoN. MR. E. A. HEWETT, C.M.G., (Chairman), HON.
MR. E. SHELLTM, MESSRS. J. W. . BONNAR, S. H. DopwELL, G. T.
EDKINS, P. H. HOLYOAK, N. J. STABB, H. A. SIEBS, (General
Committee), J. A. YOUNG, N. MORIMOTO, W. A, DowLEY, C. P. H.
Hav, F. GrRaHAM, A. S. D. CousLanD, C. S. GuBBAY, R. D.
HARVEY, J. W. BoLLES, F. LIEB, W. L. PATTENDEN, J. A.
PLUMMER, F. BEVINGTON, J. B. ALVES, W. L. CARTER, (. V.
JORGE, W. BEATTIE, P. THOMAS, F. ESROME.

The SECRETARY read the notice éonvening the Meeting.
The minutes of the last annual general meeting wera confirmed.

The CHARMAN (Mr. Hewett) said:—The report being now in
vour hands for some time, I will with your permission take it as
read., I will now briefly refer to the more important matters dealt
with, taking them in the order in which thev appear, before pro-
posing the passing of the report.

I regret to have to again refer to the irregular manner in
which the Siberian Mails are delivered here. 1t is not very easy
to say where the hlame lies, but we belive that our Government
and the other Powers concerned are equally anxious to see this
servica improved, and that bafore long this cause for complaint
will be removed. 3 !

It is satisfactory to note that the London Chamber of Com-
merc2, realizing the great importanze of our trading interests in
China, have recently created a Far Eastern section under the
Chairmanship of our friend, Mr. Keswick. Wae feel sure that this
will prove a valuable asset in our business relations with China.
Under existing conditions, and with increasingly keen competition
among all nations for a share in the Far Kastern trade, it is
imperative that everything possble should be done to encourage and
assist our own nationals in securing a fair share of what is offering.
Tt is a cause for regret that even now, after all these years of
urging on the part of the business community, our own Govern-
ment still hangs hack and does not give that whole-hearted support
to their nationals that is so readily accorded by their respective
Grovernments to our competitors, ) '
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Vou will notice that a question has arisen as to alleged
interferenca of unlicensed steam launches with the legitimate trade
of licansed vessals. The proposed change was very strongly objected
to by your Committee; the supposed “interference” being based
on an entirely erroneous view of the situation. We trust we shall
hear no more of this, but I feel compelled to refer to the matter, as
this is yet one more instance of the constant attempts on the part
of the pressnt Harbour Department to interfere with, and dictate
to the shipping as to the manner in which their business is be
conducted. i

You will see some very interesting correspondence is published
under the heading of ‘' International Arbitration,” and I am sure
we are all agreed that very effort should be made to encourage
arbitration in its widest sense, not only between individual
disputants, but also betwesn the different nations.

I now come to a most important matter, viz., the urgent need
for the erection of a suitable commercial wireless station in
Hongkong. It cannot but be considered a scandal that after three
years’ agitation we are still without such a valuable aid to our
shipping commerce in these seas. It is only quite recently that a
statement was mace in the House of Commons that the Govern-
ment were doing all possible to improve the means of safety of life
at sea, and here, in the second biggest shipping port in the World,
we have bean put off month after month, and year after year, and
even yet are still unable to ascertain when this blot upon our
Colonial Government will be removed. We see all round us our
friends spending large sums in setting up stations, to many of
which we are indebted, and have been for some considerable time
past, for information as to the movements of our vessels at sea,
while we ourselves are unable to communicate with the ships,
except it may be through the courtesy of some other merchant
vessel which happens to be in port at the moment. Until a few
days ago the latest information officially received from the
Hongkong Government on this important matter was dated so long
ago as the 15th September (7}4 months ago), when the Colonial
Secretary, in replying to our complaint that 214 years had then
already passed, during which the Chamber had been pressing for
a speedy erection of a wireless station, and as yet without any
tangible result, stated that, it is reasonable to suppose that there
will be no great delay in carrying out the work.” This, taken in
conjunction with the dates already given, is, I think, in itgelf, a
bstter commentary on the situation than anything I can say.
T am in a position to state that the Hongkong Government has
done all in its power to press the matter; the blame rests with
those at Home. I think I am justified in adding that no third class
shipping port in Great Britain would receive such treatment.
The people there, whose lives or property are risked, have
Parliamentary votes, and thevefore are in a position to force
attention to their needs, which we unhappily do not possess.
During ‘the past few days a letter has been received from the
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Government reading as follows:—"“I am directed to inform you
that steps are now being taken to design the building for the
reception of the plant for the radio-telegraphic station at Cape
D’Aguilar.” This is, of course, a step in the right direction, hut as
only part of the plans have been received and no details are yet to
hand as to the shipment of the equipment, it will probably be the
end of ths year, certainly aftsr the approaching typhoon season
has passed, before we see this proposed station completed and in
full working order, :

With regard to trade generally throughout the year under
review, this may, I think, be described as fair, a not al all satis-
factory condition of affairs in view of the size of China, her varied
resourcss, and her enormous population of industrious and business-
like psople. The disturbances which have, and unhappily still are,
constantly breaking out in one or other part of the country, show
that matters are still very far from what they should be, and give
cause for considerable anxiety as to the future. Many districts
are given over to brigandage, while, as we have only too good
reason to know, piracy is again becoming a serious hindrance to
trade, resulting in loss of life and property, and unless energetically
and effectively dealt with may lead to serious complications.
Want of money and want of a sufficient number of capable and
trained officials is largely responsible for this state of affairs, and
while in time these will no doubt be forthcoming, this, of course, is
largely a question of time, and meanwhile the country suffers.
We believe that the Treaty Powers are honestly endsavouring to
help China towards the goal for which she is working, and we
regret therefors that w2 still have individual cases to com slain of
want of good faith on the part of certain high local officials towards
“foreigners,” and of a continuance of their old policy of indifference
to, and disregard of, treaty obligations.

T must now make brief reference to two other matters of
considerable importance to the trade of this Colony. The firstis
our subsidiary coinage. As you are aware, this coinage was
driven to a heavy and steadily increasing discount, owing to the
importation of large quantities of Chinese subsidiary coin, in
consequence of which many of our local Companies suffered
soverely. The recent action of tha Hongkong Government in
prohibiting the circulation in the Colony of alien subsidiary coins
was a wise and necessary measure which will gradually bring about
the desired object, 7 e., attaining a more or less stationary value in
the neighbourhood of par for this coinage. I may mention that
the legislation dealing with the matter was based on broad lines,
and should not interfers with the Chiness local trade which is
largely financed in Chinese small coin, as the Government, while
prohibiling the actual circulation, have not prohibited the iinport-
ation of these coins, and they can thersfore be dealt with through
the medium of recognised Chinse banks and exchange shops.
The second matter is one of very much greater importance.
I vefer to the question of the Canton note issue. The steady




-
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depreciation in the value of these notes (at present they are quoted
at something like 60 per cent. discount) has hecome a most serious
matter and is having a very disastrous effect on the trade of
South China. In fact, all import business is practically at a
standstill for the tims being. Rumour puts the outstanding
cireulation of Canton notes at some $30 to $35 millions, and until
decisive steps are taken to rehabilitate the issue, trade must suffer.
I understand this matter is engaging the serious attention of the
Central Government, and that there is soms prospect of its being
dealt with in the near future. I would strongly recommend
urgency in dealing with the question, as I am convinced it would
be far cheaper for the Central Government of China to take steps
to have the discredited Canton notes issued replaced by an issue
based on sound lines, which would establish confidence, rather
than let the present unsatisfactory situation continue with all its
contingent dangers to both peacs and trade.

In my address last year I referred to the effect the opening
of the Panama Canal would have in our Colony, and to the
possibility of it being found necessary to consider the question of
dredging the harbour. I have nothing further to add on this point,
as we can only now wait and see if this new route is likely to result
in larger and deeper draught vessels visiting our port. You are,
I presume, all aware that in this connection another point has
arisen, viz., as to whether we may not run the risk of adding
yellow fever to the other ills to which we, who are resident
in this part of the globe, are heir to. It is satisfactory to know
that the Government is keenly alive to the possibility of such a
danger, and has already commenced an investigation as to whether
the yellow fever-bearing mosquito is a fellow resident of ours.
We most sincerely trust not.

This question brings me to another matter which requires prompt
attention. Tn my address at our annual meeting held on 24th
February, 1908, I referred to the need of a permanent quarantine
station, and in support of my argument instanced the case of a
steamer arriving here with a number of coolies on board, among
whom an outbreak of cholera had taken place. There then being
no permanent quarantine station on shore, where so large a
number of psople could be accommodated, the suspects were placed
on junks and treated as best might be uuder the circumstances.
I personally reprasented the matter to the then Governor, and
ultimately it was decided to purchase the Lai-chi-kok coolie station,
which made an ideal quarantine station, where suspects could be
segregated and the sick properly cared for. It is, of course, under-
stood that, happily, the need for such a station does not frequently
arise, but situated as we are, at any moment almost we may have
serious outbreaks of buboine plague, small-pox, cholera and possibly
in the future yellow fever, therefore, the station should be kept
in such a state all the year as to be available, at very short notice,
should it be required. This, however, has not been done, and, as
you are aware, for some time past the place has bee1 rented to the
Military for a barrack for a portion of our Garrison. The result
has been that again recently we have had another case where a.
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coolie vessel arrived with cholera on board, and the suspects and
sick alike were housed in junks, under the same unsatisfactory
conditions as before. Nothing can justify such a state of affairs in
so large a shipping port situated in the tropics, and liable at almost
any time of the year to an outbreak of a serious epidemic. The
small pecuniary gain to the Colony derived by renting the quaran-
tine station is far out-weighed by the disadvantage of thus depriving
ourselves of our station, and the present state of affairs should
therefore be terminated at the earliest possible moment, In order
to strengthen my point, perhaps it would be as well to go somewhat
into detail. A vessel arrived here on the 22nd March with 413
Chinese returned emigrants on board, among whom cholera had
broken out. As there was no suitable place on shore where these
people could be housed, they were placed in 15 junks, and detained
under observation 10 days. During this period there were 13
deaths. The objections to such a system are obvious. Suspected
and possibly infected persons were crowded together without
means for proper care, or even inspection. During the greater part
of the day and night they were entirely without medical supervision,
whereas had they been on shore a resident doctor could have been
in charge. The men had, of course, no place for exercise, while
being exposed to sun, rain, or any inclement weather which might
occur. Should a serious storm have arisen, great difficulty would
have been experienced in supplying them with food and drinking
water, while possibly loss of life might have been caused through
wreckage of one or other of the junks. The junks being anchored
close to Stonecutters’ Island, a favourite bathing place for the
Garrison, and a portion of the civil population, it is conceivable
that infection might thus be conveyed through poisoned excretion
coming in contact with bathers before it had been cleansed by
mixture with sea water. The possibility of infection being carried
by the junks used is also a serious matter, as it cannot be
maintained that junks can be properly fumigated as can an iron or
steel vessel. As this is the second time we have had to complain
of such a stats of offairs, I think it desirable to go somewhat freely
into the matter and trust reference will not have to be again made
in this Chamber to the need of a permanent quarantine station.
I do not wish it understood that I reflect in any way on the Medical
Staff in-the Colony. I believe they did all possible under the
circumstances. Itisthe system, or rather want of system, against
which I am animadverting.

There are a few other matters to which I must refer, which
do not appesr in our report. One is the completion of a direct
ocean cable service from Aden wid Colombo to Hongkong, thus
doing away with the service across India. I am sure we all
thorcughly appreciate this improvement in our telegraph servce,
for as most of us have only too good reason to know the vid India
service was by no means perfect, and this Chamber has, on more
than one occasion in recent times, had to complain to ‘the Indian
Grovernment of mutilations of messages which were clearly proved
to have taken place while the telegrams were in transit over their
land lines.
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Amplifying his remarks in relation to piracy, Mr. Hewett said
that they had now had yet another serious case of piracy, that of
the Tai On. T understand that the loss of life was very consider-
able. Yet over and above all this the most important point was
the serious danger which they realised was menacing the
whole of their shipping; certainly the whole of the river traffic
leaving the port. In the past, the gquestion had been dealt with
very effectively by their Government, and by Parliament, and also
the Chinese Government, and they had no reason to suppose that
liability would be disclaimed in this particular case. However 1l
think, in view of the constant occurrence of very serious piratical
attacks, it is necessary to go even further. We must not overlook
the possibility of serious risk, and the serious responsibility which
rested on our Government and also the Chinese Government. It
is a very serious responsibility, and one which I know is fully
realised by his Excellency the Governor. But more serious
responsibility, I feel rests with the Chinese Government. I have
referred to the question on previous occasions, and it has been
under consideration for a great many years. . I think that some
arrangement should be arrived at between the two Governments
whereby persons should be more thoroughly searched before
embarkation. The Hongkong Government I know, would be
prepared to consider the point and give it all possible assistance.
The matter is becoming a serious one to shipping between Hong-
kong, Canton and Macao, and I am perfestly sure, if additional
expenditure is necessary, no resident in Hongkong would demur
when shipping was guarded in this way. With regard to the
Chinese they know very well that it is absolutely necessary to
give them every possible consideration, and it seems to me that
something more might be done than has been done in the past. I
think T am right in saying that the question has been before
them for many years, and it sesms that these piratical attacks are
organised in different distriets. These districts should I submit be

thoroughly searched, and when the persous responsible for the . -

piracies have been hunted to their lair they should 21l be wiped
out. To gain this I am of opinion that an efficient detective
service should be organised in Hongko~g. That should meet with
the cordial support of all the Chinese officials, and it really should
not be a very diffcult matter. The Childar case has been dealt
with by the Hongkong Government and the Chinese Government
very successfully, but what had been dome in the Childar case
ought, I think, to be more generally done. It is a very serious
question and needs no mealy-mouthed policy when dealing with the
people concerned. If I have spoken stroengly I trust those present
will support me. "

Referring to the demise of Mr. G. Friesland, Mr. Hewett said
he had been a very valuable member of the Committee of the Cham-
ber. Nothing he could say would be more eloguent than what they
saw at Happy Valley when the last sad rites were performed.

With these remarks I propose the adoption of the report and
accounts.
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Mr. W. L. PATTENDEN seconded the adoption of the report
and accounts, and eulogised the Chairman and Secretary for the
able manner in which they had carried out their duties.

The report and accounts were then unanimously passed,

COMMITTEE.
) Mr. W. A. Dowley proposed the re-election of the retiring
General Committee as follows:—Hon. Mr. E. A. Hewitt, C.M.G.,
Mr J. W. C. Bonnar, Mr. S. H. Dodwell, Mr. G. T. Edkins, Mr. P.
H. Holyoak, Hon. Mr. D. Landale, Mr. N. J. Stabb, Hon. Mr, K.
Shellim, Mr. H. A. Siebs and Mr. A. Widmann. -

Mr. F. Graham seconded and the motion was carried.

The election of the following new members was confirmed:
Hugo C. A. Fromm, Esq., Messrs. Robertson Wilson & Co., Messrs.
D. Haskell & Co., on the motion of the Chairman, seconded by
Mr. J. W. C. Bounar. )

The Chairman concluded the Meeting by returning thanks on
behalf of the old Committee for their re-election,

GENERAL MEETING.

A general meeting of the members followed, at which the
following alterations in the bye-laws of the Chamber were on the
proposition of the Chairman, seconded by Mr. Lieb, unanimously
approved :—

In Substitution of VIIL—If the dispute be of such a nature as
to, in the opinion of the General Committee, require the services of
the Arbitration Committee, each member thereof shall be entitled
to a fee—in addition to a fee for the Chamber. The amount of
such fees to be regulated by the Arbitration Committee, according
to the inportance of the case and the time occupied therein,
subject to an appeal to the General Committee, whose decision on
the amount shall be final.

In Substitution of X.—The Arbitration Cemmittee shall
appoint its own Chairman, and confine its functions to cases where
ite intervention or advice is required, and on no oceasion shall it
proceed with any case unless all the parties subscribe a bond
making the award a Rule of the Supreme Court. Printed forms of
such bonds, legally prepared, shall be kept for the information of
members and other members of the public who may have occasion
to resort to the Chamber for arbitration. The parties to an
arbitration or survey need not necessarily be members of the
Chamber, but in cases where neither party is a member of the
Chamber, the General Committee may decline to arbitrate or hold
a survey,
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Report of the General Commitlee of the HONGKONG GENERAL
CHAMBER OF COMMERCE, for the year ended 31st December,
1913, presented to the Members at the Annual Meeting held inthe
City Hall on Tuesday the 28th April, 1914,

Among the questions of interest dealt with during the past year
were the following :—

IRREGULAR ARRIVALS G SIBERIAN MAILS.

The irregular and over-lapping manner in which the Siberian Mails
have been received since this service was instituted has been the cause
of much inconvenience to the Commercial Community and early in the
year the Chamber was approached with a request to take the matter
up with the Government, which was done.

1t is satisfactory to note that there has been a considerable improve-
ment during the later half of the year. (Appendix A).

FORMATION OF THE FAR EASTERN SECTION OF THE LONDON
CHAMBER OF COMMERCE.
Advice came to hand of the constitution of the Far Eastern Section
of the London Chamber of Commerce, with Mr. Henry Keswick, M, P.
Chalrman.

This section will doubtless be of great assistance in dealing with
matters of common interest between East and West. (Appendix B).

NEW CLAUSE ADOPTED BY THE COTTON GOODS
MANUFACTURERS IN ENGLAND.

Messrs. Garrels, Borner and Co., inquired what was being done in
the interest of importers with regard to this clause, and your Committee
was able to inform them that it was understood the clause has been
withdrawn. (Appendix C).

PROPOSED NEW QUARANTINE REGULATIONS AT
SINGAPORE.
The Government courteously submitted for the consideration of the
Chamber, Draft Quarantine Rules proposed to be instituted at
Singapore,

Your Committee in a lengthy criticism of the Draft made several
suggestions for the improvement thereof and counselled caution in the
exercise of the Powers of the Quarantine Authoritiea, otherwise the
Trade of the Port might possibly be seriously affected. (Appendix D).
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NEW REGULATIONS PROVIDING CERTAIN CHANGES IN THE
" METHOD OF ENTERING GOODS THROUGH THE SIAMESE
CUSTOMS.

Information was received from the Government of a notice issued
by the Director General promulgating new Customs Regulations with
regard to the entering of goods through the Siamese Customs.
(Appendix E).

EXPORTATION OF RICE FROM NETHERLANDS INDIA.

The Acting Consul General for Netherlands India advised ths
Chamber that the order of 22nd July, 1912, prohibiting the Exportation
of Rice from Netherlands India had been withdrawn from the 21st
February, 1913, (Appendix F).

ROYAL AGRICULTURAL SHOW.

The Chamber gave assistance to the Municipality of Bristol in the
way of distributing advertising matter in connection with the Royal
Agricultural Society of England’s exhibition held at Bristel during July,
(Appendix G).

] PRIVATE BUOYS & MOORINGS.

A letter was received from the General Managers, Philippines
Steamship Co. covering correspondence with the Government with
regard to the necessity for removal of Buoys at present in the way
of the Ferries between Victoria and Kowloon.

Your Committee were called upon to mediate and were successful
_in bringing about an amicable settlement of the question between the
Companies concerned. (Appendix H).

COLONIAL EXHIBITION AT SAMARANG.
Puklicity was given to the arrangements made by the eéxecntive
of the Colonial Exhibition to be held at Samarang during 1914.
(Appendix I).
INTERNATIONAL RUBBER EXHIBITICN &
CONGRESS AT BATAVIA. '
The attention of the Chamber was drawn to the Programme for
the International Rubber Exhibition and Congress at Batavia to be
held during 1914, (Appendix J).

INTERNATIONAL CONGRESS RE CONSTRUCTION OF TOWNS &
ORGANIZATION OF MUNICIPAL LIFE AT GAND.,

Through the courtesy of the Government a letter inviting the

participation of the Colony in the Congress held at Gand in July
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lasc was submitted for the consideration of the Chamber. Your
Committee considered that unless some responsible official while on
home leave was able to attend, the expense of sending a special
delegate was unwarranted. (Appendix K).

KING’S BIRTHDAY HOLIDAY.

The Chamber supported the request of the Exchange Banks thay
Monday the 2ad June be substituted for Tuesday the 3rd June for
the observation of the King’s Birthday. In deference to His Majesty's
expressed wish that his birthday should be celebrated on the actual
date of the anniversary, the matter was not pressed. (Appendix L).

RESTRICTIONS IMPOSED ON HONGKONG AS A PLAGUE
INFECTED PORT BY THE NETHERLANDS
INDIAN GOVERNMENT. )

The Consul General for the Netherlands kindly forwarded for the
information of the Chamber, details of the articles temporarily prohibited
from entry inte Netherlands India by reason of this pory being
declured plague infected. (Appendix M).

METRIC SYSTEM OF WEIGHTS, MEASURES AND CURRENCY.

Enquiry from the Far Eastern Section of the London Chamber of
Commerce with reference to a paragraph concerning China’s attitude
in regard to the Metric System, appearing in the Report of the
Decimal Asscciation for 1912 was received, and passed on to Shanghuai
Chamber for reply. The proposals of the Decimal Association have the
continued sympathy and support of your Committee. (Appendix N).

PROPOSED REVISION OF REGULATIONS TO GOVERN THE
TERMS OF SALE OF CASSIA.

Clarrespondence between the Canton Chamber f Commerce and
the Canton Cassia Guild was submitted to the Chamber for their views
and passed on to The Association of Exporters and Dealeig for review
and rcply, but whilst the Association’s Sub-Committee were considering
the 1natter, news reached the (olony that an amizabla settlement
between the buyer and the seller had been arrived at, and copies of

the Amendment to the regulations were subsequently received and are
on file. (Appendix O).

COMPANIES AMENDMENT ORDINANCE 1913,

The opimon of the Chamber was sought on a proposed addition tc
section 3 of section 113 of the Ccmpanies Ordinance, 1911, providing
that an auditor shall not be a Shareholder of the Company of which he
is auditor, and your Committee raised no objection to the suggestion,

The Government however, eventually, decided to delete the proposed
addition. (Appendix P). :
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BRISTOL INTERNATIONAL EXHIBITION.

The Government courteously referred a letter from the Management
of this Exhibition to your Committee who suggested that the Chinese
merchants might be approached on the matter by the Registrar General.

(Appendix Q).

UNLICENSED LAUNCHES PLYING FOR HIRE IN THE
HARBOUR,

The Government being of opinion that these launches occasionally
interfere with the legitimate business of licensed vessels, asked the
Chamber to state if it had any objectlon to their being required to
procure licenses, and your Committee pointed out that to compel such

launches to carry licenses, would most likely interfere still more with

trade, also that Clause 37 (1) of the Merchant Shipping Ordinance
gave the Harbour Authorities their remedy. (Appendix 8).

FORMATION OF THE BANGKOK INTERNATIONAL CHAMBER
OF COMMERCE.

Advice of the opening of the Bangkok International Chamber of
Commerce was received and your Committee when wishing it every
success, agreed to forward copies of all publications issued by th.s
Chamber. (Appendix T). ]

NEW REGULATiIONS GOVERNING THE ADMITTANCE OF
EASTERN ALIENS INTO THE WESTERN RESIDENCY
OF BORNEO.
The Consul General for the Netherlands kindly drew the attention
of the Chamber to the Ordinance regulating admittance of Eastern
Aliens into the Western Residency of Borneo. (Appendix U).

INTERNATIONAL ARBITRATION,

Copies of resolutions on International Arbitration adopted by the
Fifth International Congress of Chambers of Commerce, and also by
the Council of the London (Chamber of Commerce, were received and
considered by your Committee who are in entire sympathy with the
principle involved. (Appendix V).

- TIN TRADE BETWEEN THE STRAITS AND CHINESE PORTS.

Your Committee was in a position to supply the Penang Chamber
of Commerce in response to their inquiry, with a report as to the dis-
position of Straits Tin after its entry into this port. (Appendix W).

[35]
WIRELESS STATION FOR HONGKONG.

This question was again raised by the Chamker who approached
the Government thereon and ycur Committee has to report that no
satisfactory reason for the deplorable delay in equipping Hongkong
with s Commercial Station has heen elicited. (Appendix X).

CLAIMS FOR SHORT-LANDED CARGO FROM UNITED KINGDOM,
CONTINENT, AND UNITED STATES OF AMERICA.

Delay in settlement of claims for Short-landed cargo received the
attention of your Committee at the request of a member of the Chamber,
and after careful consideration it was decided that the question could
not be taken up unless evidence could be produced that a general
{eeling of dissatisfaction existed among merchants. (Appendix Y).

UNIVERSAL EXHIBITION 1914 AT NOTTINGHAM.

After reference to the Association of Exporters and Dealers of
Hongkong it was considered that the Exhibition could not be of any
practical value to Exporters of Chinese Produce.

Every assistance was however offered to the Management to
advertise the Exhibition. (Appendix Z).

PROPOSED SCALE OF WEIGHTS OF ANCHORS AND
LENGTHS OF CABLES TO BE CARRIED BY
NATIVE CRAFT AND LIGHTERS IN THE
WATERS OF THE COLONY.

A minute by the Harbour Master urging the necessity for native
craft and lighters being equipped with cables, and anchors, of an
approved type was submitted by the Government for the Chamber’s
consideration, and received the approval of your Committee, Subse-
quently the Government reconsidered the question and decided that
sufficient ground did not exist for compelling junks cargo boats and
similar vessels to carry such anchors and cables. (Appendix Al).

LIGHTING OF THE PRATAS AND PARACELS REEFS.

A letter was received from the Government covering a despatch
from the Secretary of State for the Colonies pointing out the difficulties
‘n the way of placing lights on the Pratas and Paracels Reefs, also a
minute by the Coast Inspector, Chinese Maritime Customs, shewing
that the establishment of lights would be more of a ~anger that a good
guidance, and that in consequence it had been decid d to let the matter
drop. (Appendix B1).
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LLOYD’S REGISTER OF BRITISH AND FOREIGN SHIPPING.
The thanks of the Chamber is due to the Society for its 1912-1813
Report. (Apendix C1).

PERMANENT SINE-BELGIAN EXHIBITION AT LAEKEN.

Through the kindness of the Consul for Belgium notice of the in.
auguration of this Exhibition was received and transmitted to the
Association of Exporters and Dealers of Hongkong. (Appendix D1).

NEW CQUSTOMS TARIFF FOR BRAZIL.
The new draft Customs Tariff for Brazil was submitted by the
Government for your Committee’s perusal. (Appendix El)

BANK HOLIDAY, 277 DECEMBEL.

Christmas and Boxing Day falling on Thursday and ‘Friday, and
both being gazetted as public Holidays, the Exchange Banks were of
opinion that Saturday the 27th should also be declared a holiday, and at
their request the Chamber successfully approached the Government
(Appendix F1).

FORTNIGHTLY PRICE CURRENT AND MARKET REPORT.

During the year the fortnightly circular was completely revised and
among the improvements and additions will be noted Chinese Produce
Export Current Prices for the supply of which your Committee are
wmuch indebted to members of the Committee of the Association of
Lixporters and Dealers of Hongkong.

Thanks is also due to the Shipping Companies, running Lnes of
steamers between Hongkong and Pacific Coast for so kindly supplying
returns of cargo shipped to Canada and the U.8.A. via Pacific, by
means of which statistics have been compiled for the year, and thus
the statistics of cargo exported to Great Britain, the Continent of
Hurope, and the U.S.A. and Canada (Via Suez) and (Via Pacific) are
complete, Freight rates to these parts of the world also form a
valuable addition, while the Current Import Prices and Trade Heport
has been much improvea.

MEMBERSHIP.

During the year under review the name of Mr. Fung Wa Chuen was
removed from the list of individual members while Mr. J. R. Michael
hecame registered in the list of firms as Messrs. J. R. Michael and Co.

Messrs. Barretto and Co. upon going into Liquidation ceased to be
Members and the name of Messra. Garner, Quelch and Co. became
Messrs. Donnelly and Whyte. '

(371

The following Members were elected and their election requires.the
usual confirmation at the Annual Meeting.
HUGO C. A. FROMM,
Messrs. ROBERTSON, WILSON & CO.,
D. HASKELL & CO,,

The Membership now consists of 128 firms and 18 individual
Members.
COMMITTEE.

A
~ During the year the Hon. Mr. C. H. Ross and Mr. F. H. Armstrong
resigned on leaving the Colony and their places were taken by the Hon.

Mr D. Landale and Mr. P. H. Holvoak,
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IRREGULAR ARRIVALS OF SIBERIAN MAILS.
Hongkong, 5th February, 1913.

Dear sir,—The following paragraphs appear in to-day’s Post Oflice
Notices :—

“The g.5. “Linan” is expected to arrive here on Wednes-
“day, the 5th inst. with the London Mail (via Siberia) of
“ Friday, the 17th January.” )
“The a.5. ‘“ Pembrokeshire’’ is expected to arrive here on
¢ Friday, the 7th inst. with the London Mails (via Siberia)
 5f Wednesday, the 15th and Saturday, the 18th January.”

From the foregoing you will observe that the mail of the 17th January
reaches here before that of the 15th idem.

We have soen this referred to in the Home papers, and understand
it rosults from some irregularity on the part of the officials in London,
which could easily be rectified. :

We consider this is a matter which should be forcibly brought to
the attention of the proper authorities by scme competent body, and
we shall be glad if you will place this letter before the Members of your
Coemmittee, to see if some concerted action cannot be taken with the
view of improving the existing conditions of mail transit via Siberia.

Not only are we suffering Irom irregularity at this end, but our
principals at home advise us of the inconvenience they are meeting in
roceiving some of our correspondence in advance of that which is dated
much earlier and despatched by an earlier mail.

Soliciting your favourable attention.—We are, etc.,

A C. E. HARVEY,
Manager, The Bank Line Limited.

Th: Secretary,
Hongkong General Chamber of Commerce.

‘Hongkong, 18th February, 1913.

8ir,—-My Committee have been approached with regard to the delay
and irregularity in the arrival of the Siberian Mails.
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As an example of what is frequently occurring, I take the following
axtracts from the Post Office Notices:—

February 5th.
;‘The s.5. “Linan” is expected to arrive here on Wednes-
“day, the 5th inst. with the London Mail (Via Siberia) of
“ Friday, the 17th January.”
“The gs. ¢ Pembrokeshire’’ is expected to arrive here on
“Friday, the Tth inst. with the London Mails (via Siberia)
“ of Wednesday, the 15th and Saturday, the 18th January.”

I'ebruary 11th.
“The (oldenfels is expected to arrive here to-morrow,
“ Wednesday, with the London Mail (via Siberia) of Friday,
““ the 24th ult.”

February I2th.
“The Bohemia is expected to arrive here to-morrow, Thurs-
“day with the London Mails (via Siberia) of Wednesday,
“the 22nd and Saturday, the 25th ult.'

February 17th. _
“The Bremen with the Siberian Mail from London of 21st
““ult., is due to arrive here to-morrow (i8th) (5 days later
“than we receive the mail of the 25th January, cent off
“4 days earlier).”

It will thus be seen that the mails do not arrive in order of date
of despatch.

The matter has been the subject of press comment both here and
at home and it is suggested that the fault is with London and could
probably be rectified by official representations from this end.

The experience of merchants is that the Mails from the North
of I'ngland are much more regular than those from London.

A possible explanation of the general irregularity is that the Post
Office Authorities ignore the existence of special Express trains such
as the International Wagon Lits and Russian State trains, and certain
mails catch slow trains which are side-tracked to permit of the passing
of the expresses.

5
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A further delay oceurs in Shanghai as regards the Continental Mails
stated to be due to International jealousy, i.e., the German Mail must
come (if at all possible, even with a little delay) by a German Ship and
French Mail by a French Ship.

I am also credibly informed that the same irregularity in delivery
ceeurs in the Homeward, Mail,

My Committee feel assured that if any action on the part of His
Fixcellency the Governor can smooth the path of commerce, such action
will be promptly forthcoming. ‘ ‘

A copy of this letter has been despatched to the London Chamber
of Commerce (Far Eastern Section).—I have, ete.,
E. A, M. WILLIAMS, Secretary.

The Honourable, The Colonial Secretary,
Hongkong.

s

FORMATION OF THE FAR EASTERN SECTION OF THE LONDON
CHAMBER OF COMMERCE.

London Chamber of Commerce.
17th January, 1913.

FAR EASTERN SECTION.,
Dear Sir,—We are writing to inform you that a Far Eastern Section
of this Chamber has recently been constituted, comprising members
interested in China, Japan, the Malay Peninsula, ete.

The Section will deal in general with matters affecting British com-
merce with those parts and we need hardly say that it will willingly
taks into consideration any matters of common interest which may be
referred to it by your Chamber and in regard to which possible assistance
may be given.—7Yours, ete., :

HENRY KESWICK, Chairman,
CHARLES E. MUSGRAVE, Secretary.

The Secretary,
Hongkong General Chamber of Commerce.
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Hongkong, 24th February, 1913.

Sir,~—I am directed to acknowledge the receipt of your letter of 17th
Jonuary, 1913, announcing the constitution of the Far Eastern Section

n.
4

of your Chamber.

My Committee very much appreciate your offer of kindly considera-
tion of any matter in which this Chamber may seek your assistance, and
in {his connection, I have the honour to bring to your attention the
following matter :—

SIBERIAN MAILS, I enclose copy of a letter addressed to the
Colonial Government complaining of the irregularity of the arrivals of
the Siberian Mails.

My Commitiee will be thankful for any assistance you can render
this Chamber in securing a more business-like administration of this
mail service.—I have, etc.,

E. A. M. WILLIAMS, Secretary.
Henry Keswick, Esq., M.P,
Chairman of the Far Eastern Section of the
London Chamber of Commerce, London.

| &)

NEW CLAUSE ADOPTED BY THE COTTON GOODS
MANUFACTURERS IN ENGLAND.
Hongkong, 11th February, 1913.
Sir,—With reference to the ‘ Manchester Cloth Delivery Clause ”
recerntly adopted by Cotton-Goods-Manufacturers in England we shall bg
glad to hear from you what steps are going to be taken in order to
safeguard importers’ interests.

Waiting your news in this connection.—Yours, etc.,
GARRELS BORNER & CO., Hongkong.

The Secretary,
The Hongkong General Chamber of Commerce.

Hongkong, 25th March, 1913.
Dear Sirs,—I am directed by my Committee to acknowledge receipt
of your letter of 11th ult. re. ‘“New Clause adopted by Manchester
Cotten Goods Manufacturers,” and to inform you that it is understood,
ths clause has now been witharawn.—Yours, ete.,
A. R. LOWE, Acting Secretary.
Messrs. Garrels Borner & Co., Hongkong. ‘

7
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PROPOSED NEW QUARANTINE REGULATIONS AT SINGAPORE.

Colonial Secretary’s Office,
Hongkong, 11th December, 1912.
Sir,—I am directed to forward for the consideration of your Chamber
a copy of quaiantine rules which it is proposed to institute at Singa-
pore, together with a copy of criticisms made thereon by the Health
Officer of the Dort and the Harbour Master, S

I shall be glad if you will kindly return the copy of the rules when

done with.—I am, ste.,
A. M. THOMSON, Colonial Secretary.

The Secretary,
Hongkong General Chamber of Commerce.

4th December, 1912.

Rule 6 (2). While a very useful one will hardly hold in this Colony
to be effective. Canton would be completely shut off and trade com-
pletely dislocated by the river steamers,

Rule 9 (a) 2. The Government have no 8.0.2 apparatus and the
private one is expensive to use, $200 each time. Besides ships would
prefer to go without this as it is cheaper worked in Singapore.

Rule 9 (a) 3. This vaccination again for steamers beiore departure
would give trouble, even the Pacific Mail 8.8, Co, don’t attempt any
vaccination till the ship has gone out to sea.

Rule 9 (2) 5. Extremely difficult to carry out here under present
conditions, unless organised on the plan of the American Mail steamers,

Rule 9 (c) 2. If the steﬂ,ms;hip companies consented this could be
carried out with $,0.2 but it is ordinarily done by us with Formalin
for Plague as well as for Small-pox and Cholera.

~ Rule 16. This is done by the Police only in cases of Leprosy,
but for the other diseases named in margin, it is a tall crder for
Hongkong and can only apply for such places as Singapore.

G. P. JORDAN,
Health Officer of the Port.

Principal Civil Medical Officer,
Hongkong.
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10th December, 1912,

Rule 6 (2). This seems quite unnecessary. I cannot see that there
is any more risk of infection being conveyed by passengers carried on
deck than by those carried below—in fact, rather the roverse. If this
rule is enforced at any time, it will sadly cripple our emigration trade,
for during that part of the year when deck passengers are allowed to
be carried from here, very large numbers are so carried. It seems
tor me that the present practice of so adjusting the speed of the ship
a3 to make ths voyage last longer than the period of incubation of
the disease is all that can possibly be desired.

2. Rule 9 (a), (2), (3), (6). I quite agree with the Health Officer of
Pcrt's remarks on this subject: and would add that (i) The fumigation
of holds, as suggested, would in many cases destroy the cargo.

“(i1). I fear the numbers of emigrants carried from here to Singapore
would maks it impossible to carry out these provisions. Tt is possible
to do it in the case of the Pacific Mail ships, who ecarry but few
cmigrants (never mors than 300 and generally many less); but when
it comes to a ship carrying more than 1,000, which is not unusual in
those going to Singapore, and when, as frequently happens, there are
two or more such ships in one day, I dv not think it could possibly
be done here.

3. Rules 60, 61, 62 and 63. It is not ciear whether these rules refer
to cargo in transit. If so, I cannot but consider the provisions to be
vexatious and unnecessary and te form a serious menace to trade.

BASIL TAYLOR, Harbour Master.
The Honourable, The Colonial Secretary,
Hongkong.

Hongkong, 21st February, 1913.
Bir,—I am directed to reply to your letter of 11th December, 1912,
No 5325/1912, on the subject of the proposed, quarantine regulations
for Singapore. :

My Committee recognise that the powers conferred upon Quarantine
Authorities must necessarily ke wide, but the exercise of thege powers
should be most judiciously exercised if trade is not to be seriously
handicapped to an extent which will affect the prosperity of a port.

I am to lay the following comments before you:—

tule 6 (2) appears capable of becoming a great hardship to shipping
and seems unnecessary in the case of a port which possesses a quaran-
tine station as does Singapore. :

]
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The Harbour Master’s statement that it is the custom to make
tha voyage last longsr than the period of incubation can hardly apply
to voyages from Hongkong to Singapore, and he appears 130 ha.,ve over-
looked Rule 26 wherein the arbitrary period of incubation is stated

as from seven to twenty days.

Rule 9 (a). With the present fumigation facilities it is impossible
tn fumigats cargo-laden stoamers without damage to cargo but all
properly equipped ports possess either the 8.0.2 process called forrby
this rule (or the U.8.2)—a process whieh leaves cargo undamaged.

My Committee strongly urge the Government to make such arrange-
ments‘a,s will rendor the 8.0.2 treatment available o ships in Hongkong

and thus modernise the port.

As rogards the disInfection of native passengers, and the vacc-ina.ti'on
of deck passengers in the opinion of those engaged in the ]?.ml‘gr‘atzon
traffic the Chinese will not submit to the treatment. They will ?hlp to
Singapore from other ports where the regulations are less stringent,
as they have done on more than one occasion in the past.

For example, how will it benefit the health of Singapore if the
regulations be nob applied to all Coolie traffic ports at one and the
game time, and coolies are allowed to arrive from Swatow, Amoy or
Hoihow, at which places plague and other infectious diseases arse
frequently more rampant and less advertised than in Hongkong!? lA.nd
it the regulations are equally applied to all such ports, in the opinion
of my Committee the Coolie traffic will be seriously restricted and the
7 .M.S. labour problem will then beccme acute.

Rule 60/63. These rules deal with prohibited imports and are
customary at most well organised quarantine stations.

The U.S. representatives here issue Certificates to Shippers regard-
ing the origin of goods intended for entry in the U.S.A. and, where
nocessary, certify that the goods have been properly disinfected. If
these rules are adopted, some similar arrangement must be established
and there appears fo be no reason why things should not be worked
smouthly.

1 have now dealt with the points raised by the Harbour Master
and Health Officer. Other points which have occurred to my Committee
ars -— )

Rule 5 (1). My Committee suggest that this should be made to
read. “ May use all lawful means of ascertaining the health condition,
etc"l
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Rule 8. The provisions of this rule are not sufficiently clear and
may lead to confusion. The definition of an “infected’’ ship does not
seern to differ from that of a “‘suspected ” ship, and, as the master of
an ““infected ship’’ is required to fly a certain signal entirely different
from that to be flown by a ‘‘suspected’” vessel (Rules 11 and-12) a
clearer distinction appears to be necessary in fairness to the master.

Rules 17/18. While these rules demand immediate action on the
parfi of the master, thoy do mot provide that similarly prompt action
will be forthcoming on the part of the Health Authorities. My Com-
mittee consider that Shipowners should be protected in this connection.

Rule 23 (12). My Committee consider that the privilege of working
cargo in quarantine should be made mere accessible in the case of
steamers calling at Singapore for a short stay only—say not exceeding
24 hours.

Rule 23 (14). The words ‘“doubtful sanitary state” appear to be
too indefinite and may convey an erronecus idea to the Health Officer
of the next port. My Committee consider that the Health Officer should
state clearly wherein the vessel has failed to satisfy local requirements.

TRule 58. My Committes consider that the following words should
ba added to the regulation.

“With the exception of such vessels whose cargo consists only of

iron, steel, hardware, timber, 0il, coal! or other minerals, and crocker

"on, s ) Y
including stoneware.”’

To be compelled to hand to the H. O. 4 complete manifest of cargo
In every case appears to be useless and unnecessary work.

My Committee do not notfice special provision for steamers calling
at Singapore for bunkering purpose only.

As the Schedules referred to in the Regulations were not enclosed,
it is impossible for my Committee to decide whether these contain
anything of a vexatious nature.

I return the Regulations as requested, and am directed to ask you
to be good enough to express my Tommittee’s appreciation of His
Excellency the Governor’s action in allowing them to express an opinion
on the subject.—I am, ete.,

E. A, M, WILLIAMS, Secretary.

The Honourable, The Colonial Secratary,
Hongkoeng.
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Colonial Secretary’s Office, Hongkong,
96th March, 1913.

ir,—With reference to your letter of 21st February, I am directed
to transmit for the mnformation of your Committee the enclosed copy of
a lotter to the Government of the Straits Sfettlements on the subject
of the proposed Quarantine Regulations at Singapore.—L am, ete.,

A. M. THOMSON, Colonial Secretary.

Ths: Secretary,
Hongkong General Chamber of Commerce.

——n

Colonial Secretary’s Office, Hongkong,
25th March, 1913.

§ir,—With reference to a letter of the 29th Octo_ber last addressed
by the Principal Civil Medical Officer of. foh.e Straits Settlements to
ths Health Officer here enclosing for criticism a copy of proposed
Quarantine Rules for Singapore, I have the hqnour to tkra:nsmlt for
$he consideration of your Government the following observations :—

Rule 6 (2). This appears to be capable of causihg ha..rdship'to
ghipping and seems UNNeCcessary in the case of a port pr0v1d.ed wﬂig
a (uarantine station; while ag far as this port is concerned it wou
gericusly interfere with the trade with Canton.

Rule 9 (a) (2). The fumigaticn of hol::ls would in the 'ma.jority of
cases damage the cargo which in the majority of vess'els passing through
this port contain Chinese food stuffs aud. merch{?.ndls-e ?’VhIChL would be
damaéed by Carbonic acid gas. It is impracticable in this port te
detain vessels passing through it in order to unload them for purposes
of disinfection.

Rule 9 (a) (3). It is urged that the Chinese Wi.ll not su!omit to
this ; that tuey will rather embark at other ports .for Singapore in ordtlar
to evade these regulations, For example, Chl‘nese passengers will
arvive at Singapore from Swatow, Amoy or Hoihow, at which places
plague and other infectious diseases are frequently more prevalent and

less advertised than in Hongkong.

Apart from the objections which the passengers themselves' might
raise to this procedure, it would be very difficult to carry out vaccmfmon
smongst the large number of emigrants who leave this port fo.r Singa-
pore. It frequently occurs that two or three vessels carrying over
1,000 emigrants each leave this port for Singapore on one ‘and tha. same
day. In any case it does not seem necessary to vaccinate without
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exception. Those with marks of several previous vaccinations or with
the sears of small-pox should be exempted.

-

Rule 9 () (5). This would also be very difficult to carry out here
under present conditions; and in the case of plague it hardly seems
called foe.

Rule 9 (b) (2). It is not known exactly what may be meant by the
terms “thorough disinfection of perscn.” Probably, it is intended io
convey the thorough washing with soap and water. Also, even re-
vaccination may prove unsucesssful and the remarks made on this point
in dealing with rule 9 (a) (3) may apply here too.

Tule 16. This seems too stringent. In the case of persons suffering
from leprosy it is carried out by the police here. In cases of syphilis,
phthisls and trachoma it is thought t> be impracticable.

Rules 17 and 18. Similarly, prompt action should be taken by the
health authorities,

Rule 23 (8). Tho maximum length of time for which the crew may
be detained should be stated in the same principle as that laid down
in the succesding paragraph (9) of this rule in the case of cabin pas-
scngers. Tha length of time should have a specified limit according
tn the particular kind of infactions disease.

Rule 23 (12). It is submitted that facilities for working cargo in
guarantine should be arranged in the case of steamers calling at Singa-
pore for a short stay (not exceeding 24 hours).

Rule 23 (i4). Exception is taken to the words ‘ doubtful sanitary
state” on the ground tha! they may convey an erroneous impresgion.
It would be proferable that the Health Officer should state exactly in
what respect the vessel has failed to satisfy local requirements.

Rule 26. Ten days is longer than is now congidered neceszary for
the surveillance of all suspects or contacts ete. in the case of plague.

Lule 58, It is held that to be compelled to hand to the Health
Officer a complete manifest of cargo in every case appzars to be useless
and unnecessary ; and that the following words should be added to the
regulation :—

“With the exception of such vessels whose cargo consists oniy
“of iron, steel, hardware, timber, oil, coal or other minerals, and
*ereckery, including stoneware.’”

i3
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It is suggested that special provision for steamers calling at Singa-
pore for ' bunkering ” purposes only, should be made.

Rulos 60 to 63. If these are to be understood as applying to cargo
in transit, they are considered unnecessary and likely to form a serious
menace to trade.—I am, ete., !

A. M. THOMSON, (lolonial Secretary.

The Honourable, The Colonial Secretary,
Singapore,
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Colonial Secrotary’s Office, Hongkong,
13th May, 1913.
Sir,—Referring to my letter of 26th March, I am directed to transmib
for information of your Committee the enclosed copy of a letter received
from the Colonial Secretary, Singapore.—I am, etc.,

EDWARD BULLOCK, for Colonial Secretary.

The Secretary, :
Hongkong General Chamber of Commerce.

Colonial Secreftary’s Office, Singapore,

20th April, 1913.
Sir,—I have the honour to acknowledge with thanks the receipf of
your letter No. 5325/1912 of 25th March, 1913, on the subject of the
prepesed Quarantine Rules for Singapore and to inform you that the
observations set out in your letter will be considered with other

criticisms,—I have, etc.,
R. J. WILKINSON, Colonial Secretary,
Straits Settlements.

Tha Honourable, The Colonial Secretary,
Hongkong.

2

NEW REGULATIONS PROVIDING CERTAIN CHANGES IN THE
METHOD OF ENTERING GOODS THROUGH THE
SIAMESE CUBTOMS.

Colonial Secretary’s Office, Hongkong,
20th February, 1913.
Bir,—I am directed to forward herewith for the information ot your
CommMtes a copy of a notice promulgating a new regulation providing
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cortain changes in the method of entering goods through the Siamese
Customs. You will observe that the regulation is to come into force on
the 1st of next April.

His Majesty’s Minister at Bangkok has been informed by the Siamese
CGovernment that the new Regulation will apply to all the ports of Siam
and not to Bangkok only. The Import and Export list may be seen at
this office.—I am, ete.,

EDWARD BULLOCK, for Colonial Secretary.

~The Secretary,

Hongkong General Chamber of Commerce.

NOTICE.
DEPARTMENT OF CUSTOMS AND EXCISE

Notice is hereby given that the following Regulations with regard
to the Entry of goods for Importation and Exportation will come into
force on 1st April, 1913.

1. The Entries must be made in the form prescribed by the De-
partment. :

2. The goods must be denominated in strict accordance with the
classification shown in the official Import and Export List.

3. Particulars of quantity and value must be furnished for each
geparate kind or class of goods: and quantities must be given in the
terms of the Import and Export List. :

4. The Country from which the goods are consigned, in the case
of imports, and the country to which they are consigned, in the case
of exports, must be declared for each separate kind or class.

The Department will not accept entries which are not in accordance
with these regulations.

Copies of the Import and Export List may be obtained at the Cus-
tom House. In enforcing these regulations the Director-General looks
confidently for the assistance and collaboration of all merchants con-
cerned. The changes have been made solely with a view to providing
more complete and accurate statistical information, a matter of no less
importance to the commereial community than to the Customs
Department.

PROM PHONGSE ATHIRAJ,
Director-General.
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Hongkong, 25th March, 1913.
Sir,—I have for acknowledgment your letter of 20th ult. enclosing
copy of a notice concerning a new regulation providing certain changes
in the method of entering goods through the Siamese Customs.

This communication has been laid before my Committee, and I am
directed to thank you for th: information.—I am, etc.,

A. R. LOWE, Acting Secretary.

The Honourable, The Colonial Secretary,
Hongkong.

=

EXPORTATION OF RICE FROM NETHERLANDS INDIA.

Hongkong, 24th February, 1913.
Sir,—With reference to my letter of the 22nd July, 1912, No. 802,
I have the honour to inform you that the order prohibiting the exporta-
tion of rice from Netherlands-India, has been withdrawn on the 21st
inst.—I have, etc.,
P. R, BORGER, Acting Consul-General.

The Secretary,
Hongkong General Chamber of Commerce.

: Hongkong, 25th March, 1913.
Sir,—I beg to acknowiedge receipt of your letter of 24th ult. re,
“ Exportation of Rice from Netherlands-India,” and have to thank you
foi the information contained therein.—Yours, etc.,

A. R. LOWE, Acting Secrata;ry.

P. R. Borger Esq., Acting Consul General,
for the Netherlands.

G

ROYAI, AGRICULTURAL SHOW,
Bristol, 8rd February, 1913.

Dear Sir,—On behalf of the Citizens of Bristol, as well as represent-
ing the Chamber of Commerce and Shipping, of whose Council T am a
member, I desire to direct your attention to the visit of the Royal
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Agricultural Society of England to this City during the first week of
July next for the purpose of holding its Annual Exhibition on the lovely
Downs adjacent.

In addition to its usual attractions it is desired to draw to the Show,
Exhibitors and visitors from the Overseas Dominions of Great Britain as
well as from other Countries, and in extending a cordial invitation to my
kinsfolk and friends to exhibit the natural products and industries of the
Countries they represent, it is hoped to render an Imperial Service of
great value in bringing together in the bonds of comradeship the peoples
pow living under the British Flag and inducing sympathy and good
fellowship amongst men of all nations.

With, this object an Overseas Committee has been formed and an
Advance Programme is being issued by them, containing particulars of
arrangements of the Show, instructions to Exhibitors and information
for Visitors which should ensure their comfort and enjoyment during
their sojourn in our Ancient City, which is full of historic interest and
surroundings of unsurpassed beauty, whilst as a Port it is absolutely
up-to-date—a distributing centre second to none, and for the expeditious
handling of sea-borne commerce it holds a leading position as compared
with others. This Programme contains 64 pages—a quarter of a million
copies are to be issued almost immediately—the Overseas Committee
desire to avail themselves of the best methods of obtaining a wide
circulation—and on my part I would ask my friends, the Members of
the Chambers of Commerce and Boards of Trade in various parts of the
Empire at Home and Overseas, not forgetting those in the United States
of America, to accord me their hearty co-operation in securing a success-
ful distribution in the area controlled by them.

In anticipation of your kindness 1 am sending you a supply of
pamphlets which I trust it may be your pleasure to distribute in the
District covered by your Chamber.

Could you arrange for a favourable notice in your Newspaper Press
of the pamphlet and of Bristol’s efforts, it would greatly help in obtain-
ing the Publicity we desire.

The attractions of Bristol and its beautiful suburbs are well known,
and I offer a hearty welcome to those who visit our City during my year
of office.—I am, etc.,

C. J. LOWE, Lord Mayor,
The Secretary,
Hongkong General Chamber of Commerce,
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THE *“ROYAL.”
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BRISTOL’'S SPLECIAL PROGRAMME.

Reprinted from the
¢ Bristol Times and Mirror,” Saturday, Nov. 9th, 1912,

If the people of Bristol at large support the Loeal Committee as
they deserve, the Royal Agricultural Show here next year will be a
record one. The entries, it may be taken for granted, will be of the
usual high standard asseciated with the premier society ; and this time
there is to be an important special secticn of two acres devoted exclu-
sively to exhibits from all parts of the British Empire and from forcign
countries. This feature has been adopted by the Council of the Socioty
on the suggestion of the Bristol Committee, who from the firstsmoment
of their appointment have been working to make known in Canada,
Australia, South Africa, New Zealand, and India the onportunity pre-
sented by the Bristol mceting of the “ Royal” to bring their natural
products and manufactures more prominently before the old country,
and so demonstrate what can be done by them to maintain the world’s
food supplies, and to find work and wealth for the surplus population
of 0ld England. There is a long-standing and intimate trade connection
between most of those countries and Bristol, and particularly is Canada
in close relationship with this old port.

The Council of the Royal Agricultural Society have taken up this
Colonial and Foreign Section with great heartiness, and they arc sending
t» the High Commissioners and Agents-General a cordial invitation to
take space ab the Bristol meeting. These invitations will go even as fai
as China, and, of course, the United States will be asked. This is
following up the work of the Bristoi Committee in a most encouraging
marner, and has given the greatest possible impetus to that committee.
They, on their part, are proparing a 60 page illustrated booklet, of
which 250,000 copies are to be sent over-seas and throughout this coun-
try telling all about the show and describing the attractions of Bristol,
Bath, and the West England generally. It is described as an “Ad-
vanee Programme of the Royal Agicultural Society’s Show 2t Bristol,
England (‘ The Western Gateway of the Old Country’), July 1st to 5th,
1913.”” The Lord Mayor (Alderman C. J. Lowe) will write a letter of
welcome to all “ kinsfolk and friends in Great Britain and overseas,”
pointing out the desire of the Society and of Bristol to attract exhibitors
and visitors from all nations, so that the show may be both Imperial
and International in its character, Thus it will come to pass that &
great service will be rendered to the peace of the nations by promoting
and increasing sympathy and good fellowship. The hospitality of Bristol
will be offered whole-heartedly by his lordship in the name of the citizens,
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Then will come several pages devoted to each day’s programme 1int
the showyard, together with pictures and letter-press describing the
city and the country around, with details of the quickest way to famous
ghrines and beauty spots, and of the cost of getting to them. With this
advancs guide in hand the Canadian, the American, or the Australian
may judge what is to be seen and what it will cost him to spend the
Royal Show week in Bristol. Of course, Colonial exhibits are not un-
known in the showyard of the Royal Society, but they have been few
in number, and spread over the whole yard. This devoting of one entire
section of the ground to overseas exhibits and making the two acres a
real show by itself is a departure which is being anticipated with the
greatest interest. In some of the British Dominions they have been
talking about it since the year before last. The advance programme
is to be-circulated in those Dominions with special care so that it shall
fall into the right hands. The Canadian Northern Railway Company
wiil gend it right through their system, and other Canadian Railways
will join in the movement. Mr. Henry Riseley has much influence in
Cauada and the United States, and can secure speclal publicity.

Another departure which will distinguish the Bristol meeting is the
cxtension of the hours of opening, the popularising of prices, and the
provision for special entertainments. Hitherto the Council have felt
that they were going as far as they were justified when they made
arrangements for a working dairy, a flower show, a forestry exhibition,
a dog show, and military bands. It was feared that Bristol was almost
too bold in asking for such things as a Fire Brigade drill, a Scouts’
parade. a parade of Imperial cadets, ambulance demonstrations, musical
rides, and other attractions for the extra hours in the evening. They
even went so far, did the Bristol Committee, as to propose an extension
of the number of days. The Council could not exceed the five-day show,
but they accepted the novelties in the entertainment programme, and
agreed to keep the yard open an hour longer that the usual seven
o’cleck on three days, and to extend the closing time to nine o’clock
on the Wednesday and Thursday. This move will undoubtedly bring
many thousands of extra visitors to the showyard, particularly on the
Wednesday and Thursday, when the evening admission is to be a shilling.
These entertainments will in o way detract from the solid educational

value of the exhibition.

Up to now there is every sign of a most prosperous meeting. The
retiring Lord Mayor, who is Chairman of the Bristol Committee, is
delighted with the prospect. The Reception Fund of £8,000 is being
well subscribed, the hon. secrstary (Mr. George Nichols) reports, ana
all suggestions made to the Council with a view to popularising the
show amongst local exhibitors and drawing big gates have been sym-
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pathetically received. When the week comes it is hoped that the whole
city will rise to the occasion, as the phrase is, find the best of accom-
modation for the visitors, and receive them with that friendliness which
is characteristic of Bristol. We do not anticipate any failure there.
But if the city’s hotel and lodging-house room should prove inadequats,
there i3 Bath close at hand. It will have been noticed that there is
great competition for the honour of receiving the ‘“Royal”” among the
big cities. Cardili and Manchester are preparing welcomes several
years ahead

Hongkong, 28th April, 1913.

Dear Sir,—I have for acknowledgment your letter of the 3rd Febru-
ary. also the parcel containing Programmes for the Royal Agricultural
Show which has been given prcminence to in the local Newspapers, and
programmes issued to all members of this Chamber.—Yours, ete.,

A. R. LOWE, Acting Becretary,
Henry L, Riseley, Esq., 33 Corn Street, Bristol.

) = &

PRIVATE BUOYS AND MOORINGS.
Hongkong, 27th March, 1913,

Dear Sir,—We beg to enclose herewith copies of letters exchanged
between the Government and ourselves to date relating to this Company's
Moorings, and we shall be much obliged if you will lay this correspon-
dence before your Committee with- a view to their mediation in the
matter.—We are, etc.,

SHEWAN, TOMES & Co.,
General Managers, Philippines Steamship Co.

The Secretary,
IHongkong General Chamber of Commerce.

Tnclosures :—
Copy Letter from Harbour Master, 4th March.
o ,» from Hon. Colonial Secretary, 15th March.
y» Letters from General Managers, Philippines Steam-
ship Co. 6th and 27th March,
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Harbour Department,
Hongkong, 4th March, 1913.

Gentlemen,—It having been decided by the Giovernment that it is
necossary to provide a clear passage across the Harbour for the ferry
running in connection with the Kowloon-Canton Railway, and the moor-
ings occupied by your vessels lying divectly on the line between the
two ferry wharves, I am instructed to inform you tbat under the cir-
cumstances the Government has 1o alternative but to call upon you
to raise Those moorings and move them to a position further west,
opposite the Government Civil Hospital, where the P. & O. Company’s
buoy at present lies.

2. I may add that you will be put to no expense in the matter,
as the cost of raising and relaying wiil be paid.—I have, ete.,

BASIL TAYLOR, Commander, R.N.
Harbour Master, &c.
The Philippines Steamship Co.
Hongkeng, 6th March, 1913,
Sir,—We have the honour to address you on the subject of a com-

muvication in regard to the Philippines Steamship Company’s moorings

which we have received from the Hon. The Harbour Master of this Port,
whs has verbally requested us to address our reply to you.

In this communication we are infcrmed that the Government has
no alternative but to call upon this Company to remove its moorings
to a position further West and opposite the Government Civil Hospital.

We beg to respectfully record our protest against this intended
action of the Government upon the following grounds:—

(1) That the Company has very strong claims for special
consideration owing to the circumstances of its long establish-
ment, and that if changed conditions in the Harbour necessitate
a ra-adjustment in regard to tha location of any of the moorings
therein it is the later comers and those who last put their moor-
ings in position who should be asked to make the removal
necessary to give effect to such re-adjustment.

~ (2) This Uompany’s positicn in the portion of the Harbour
which its moorings at present occupy was taken up and estab-
lished many years before positions were taken up in respect
of the neighbouring m-orings.
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(3) This Company obtained its moorings when it was formed
in 1883 at which time it took over the moorings that had been
used in the same trade by the Company’s immediate predeces-
sors, Messrs, Russell & Co., who must have taken up the mooringg
utilised by them in the early seventies. The position of the
moorings was of course then further in share and opposite the
old Clock Tower, but from time to time as the exigencies of
the oceasion required the moorings have been removed outward,
and in the early days there were no moorings on the outer side
of this Company’s moorings.’

We subiit that if it is now found necessary that a move
should be made for Government purposes this Company should
be entitled to the position cccupied by the moorings of its
outside neighbours and that they, and not this Company, should
ba the ones required to find accommodation elsewhere if in fact
the portion of the Harbour where the moorings are at present
gituated is fully taken up.

(4) In the early days when this Company was first estab-
lished it was the sole line running to Manila and the particular
portion of the Harbour where its moorings are located became
identified as the berthing plsce for steamers in the Manila
irade. As other steamers came on to the run they seem to
have recognised the importance of having a loading berth ad-
jacent to that occupied by this Company, and within the last
fow years two Companies have installed themselves in adjoining
positions. Should this Company be now compelled to vacate
its present loading position that fact will not only be to the
Company’s detriment in consequence of the considerable loss of
trade and earnings which will be certain to ensue, but such
fact will also have taken place under circumstances which we
think demand more equitable treatment.

(5) We would therefore rezpectfully suggest that the proper
and most equitable way to arrive at the clearing of a fairway
for the Kowloon Ferry boats is that this Company’s moorings
should b moved to that occupied by its nearest neighbours and
that these in turn (if there remains no further room for them
in Fhat particular portion of the Harbour) should be requested
to find moorings elsewhere.

In conclusion we would submit that as this Company established
its present loading site as the Manila Joading berth in priority in point
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of time to all other comers, it should be the last fo be asked to remove
therefrom.—We have, etc.,
SHEWAN, TOMES & Co.,
General Managers, Philippines Steamship Co.
The Honourable, The Colonial Secretary.
Hongkong.

Colonjal Secretary’s Office, Hongkong,
© 15th March, 1913.

 Gentlemen,—In reply to your letter of the 6th instant, I am directed
to point out to you that the bucy site in question was lsased to the
China, and Manila Steamship Co. which no longer runs vessels between
Hongkong and Manila the buoy being now used by the vessels of the
Philippines Steamship Co. to which this buoy site has never been
allotted.

I am to add that this Glovernment cannot recognise the claim of
any lessee o the user of any particular buoy site.

The Government regrets therefore that it cannot vary the decision
arrived at in this matter which was come to after due consideration,—
I am, ete.,

A. M. THOMSON, Colonial Secretary.
The General Managers, 3
Philippines Steamship Co.

—_———

Hongkong, 27th March, 1913

Sir,—We have the honour to acknowledge the receipt of your letter
of the 15th instant. i

In reply to your statement that the China & Manila Steamship Co.,
Ltd no longer runs vessels hetween Hongkong and Manila and that
the buoy is now being used by the vessels of the Philippines Sfeamship
Co., we would point out that the China & Manila Steamship Co., Ltd.
. naintains its existence and identity as before and that the only change
in regard to such Company is that it has become the holding Company
in respect of the shares or stock issued by the Philippines Steamship
Co., and that thus the ownership interests of the two Companies are
identical, -

We strongly submit, therefore, that due regard should be paid to
the arguments which we ventured to put forward in our letter to you
of the 6th inst. more especially so as all that we ask for iz equitable
treatment in regard to our undoubted paramount claims for considera-
tion in the 1ight of the facts detailed in such letter.
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In conclusion we would respectully request that the Government
should further consider the position with a view to our securing reason-
able recognition and not being made to suffer as we should do if the
steps apparently in contemplation were actually taken—which steps we,
with all deference to the Government’s present views upon the subjeet,
would urge should most certainly not be taken owing to their partaking
of an unduly harsh and confiscatory nature.—We have, ete.,

SHEWAN, TOMES & Co.,
General Managers, Philippines Steamship Co.
The Honourable, The Colonial Secretary.
Hongkong.

[The disposition of moorings was amicably settled by the throe
{lumpanies concerned.) )

X

COLONIAL EXHIBITION AT SAMARANG.
Samarang, 25th February, 1913.

Tear Sir,—We have the honour to call the attention of your Chamber
&f Qommerce to the following:—

An Exhibition, which will have the officiel title of “The Colonial
Exhibition Samarang,” will be held here from the month of August,
1914, till the month of November, 1914.

The Exhibition will consist of six divisions, viz:—

Clolonial administration, Agriculture and Horticulture, Native Industry,
TForeign Industry, Commerce & Traffic.

The Exhibition is under the direct patronage of His Excellency
the Governor General of Netherlands India and the Director of the
Department of Agriculture,- Commerce and Industry has consented to
fill ihe office of Honorary Chairman.

There are a large number of Hovorary members, including many
high placed Governmant Officials and Officers of the Army and
Navy, Dutch Consul-Generals, the leading bankers and merchants, and
gthers holding Important positions.

The sim of the Exhibition is to show the development of the Dutch
‘colonies in Asia, as is proved by the increase of imports and exports,
which have augmented during the last ten years by respectively 77%
and 75% and now amount to f. 800.000,000 p.a.
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The Exhibition will show what has been done by Netherlands India
in all matters of Colonial activity, and what can still be attained, as
well as what is necessary to augment the commercial relations with
foreigu countries and colonies.

It intends having an intercolonial character in order to enable the
people of Netherlands India—by comparing their own, with the results
obtained clsewhere—to reorganize their mode of development, where
necessary, and to have the opportunity of seeing the most up-to-date
scientific and practical inventions.

The Government of Netherlands India having already brought this
Iixhibition to the notice of the Diplomatic and Consular representatives
and asked for their co-operation in acquainting the Governments to
which they are accredited with the purposes of the Exhibition, our
Chamber wishes to bring the question before your notice, with the

request that you will pass same on to the Commercial community in

your sphere, and we would request you to give your valued co-operation
by the fullest publicity to the various pamphlets, we hand you herewith,
which give full details regarding this project.

The secretary of the Colonial Exhibition, Samarang, will always be
pleased to supply any further information required.—We have, ote,,

5. Van HOUTEN, Chairman,
W. A. Van EMDEN, Eecretary.
The Secretary,
The Chamber of Commerce, Hongkong.

Hongkong, 1st April, 1913.

Sir,—I have the honour to acknowledge receipt of your circular
letter dated 25th February announcing that an Agricultural and Horti-
cultus=l Exhibition will be held at Samarang during 1914.

My Jommittee desire me to wish every success to the Exhibition,
and I shall be pleased to distribute amongst the Members of this Cham-

ber the Pamphlets referred to in your letter when these arrive.—I
am, etc.,

A. R. LOWE, Acting Secretary.
The Chairman,
The Colonial Exhibition Samarang.

2%

HONGKONG GENERAL CHAMBER
OF COMMERGCE.,

HONGEONG, 30TH JUNE, 1914.

DEAR SIR,

1 beg to hand you herewith, for your acceptance,
a copy of the Report recording the chief proceedings
of this Chamber during the year 1913.

Kindly acknowledge receipt.

I am, Dear Sir,
Yours faithfully,
E. A. M. WILLIAMS,

Secretary

-_Donsul-Genera.l, for Netherlands India,

1 May, 1913,

‘e now to inform
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Hongkong, 16th May, 1913,

Sir,—With reference to my letter of 1st ult., I have now to inform
you that the pamphlets referred to in your letter of 25th February,
1913, have come to hand and been distributed as desired.—I am, etc.,

A. R. LOWE, Acting Secretary.

The Chairman,
The Tolonial Exhibition, Samarang.

™

INTERNATIONAL RUBBER EXIIBITION AND CONGRESS AT
BATAVIA.
Hongkong, 12th April, 1913.

Sir,—Allow me to hand to you herewith five copies of the Pro-
gramme of the International Rubber Exhibition and Congress, which
is to be held in Batavia in September/October 1914, and which has the -
active support of the Netherland-Tndian Government,

The objects to be exhibited in the exhibition and the conferences
held in the Congress will be of the utmost interest to all who have
something to do with rubberplanting, especially as it is the first exhibi-
tion snd congress of that kind, which takes place in one of the centres
of rubber cultivation in Asia. You will please direct the attention of
those who may have an interest in the matter on the contents of the
programme. For further particulars about the congress, interested per-
sons may direct themselves to this Consulate-General.—I have, ete.,

de REUS, Consul-General.

The Secretary,
Hongkong General Chamber of Commerce.

Hongkong, 16th May, 1913

Sis,—I have the honour to acknowledge receipt and to thauk you
for your letter of 12th ult., together with Programme of the International
Rubber Exhibition to be held during 1914 at Batavia.

My Committee have carefully perused these and desire me to express
their best wishes for the success of the undertaking.—I have, etc.,

A. B. LOWE, Acting Secratafy.
Consul-General, for Netherlands India,
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Colonial Secretary’s Office,
Hongkong, 17th April, 1913
Sir,—I am directed te forward for the information of your Committee

a copy of a letter received from the Consul-General for Netherlands
together with a programme of the forthcoming Exhibition.

I shall be glad if the enclosute may be returned in due course.—

I am, ete.,
EDWARD BULLOCK, for Colonial Secretary.

Th= Secretary,
Tiongkong General Chamber of Commerce.

Hongkong, 18th April, 1913.

Sir,—I beg to acknowledge the receipt of yonr lettor of 17th inst.,
enclosing copy of a letter received from the Consul-Gleneral for Nether-
lands together with a programme of the forthcoming Exbibition, for
which please accept my best thanks.

I have to inform you that a copy of the letter and programme has
already been forwarded to the Chamber by the Consul-General for
Netherlands, and is now circulating among the Members of the
Committee.

I return herewith enclosure to your letter as requested.—I am, etc.,

A. R. LOWE, Acting Secretary.
Ths Honourable, The Colonial Secretary,

) 5

INTERNATIONAL CONGRESS re CONSTRUCTION OF TOWNS
AND ORGANIZATION OF MUNICIPAL LIFE AT GAND.

Colonial Seeretary’s Office,
Hongkong, 22nd April, 1913.

Sir,—I am directed to transmit for the consideration of your Cham-
bar the enclosed letter from the Burgomaster of Gand inviting the
participation of the Clolony in an International Congress relative to the
gonstruction of towns and organization of municipal life to be held in
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next July and to enquire whether your Chamber has any suggestion to
offer with regard to the representation of this Colony at the Congress.—
I am, etc.,

EDWARD BULLOCK, for Colonial Secretary.

The Secretary, _
Hongkong General Chamber of Commerce.

Hongkong, 16th May, 1913.

8ir,—I have to acknowledge the receipt of your letter of 22nd ult.,
No. 68 in 12/13 enclosing copy of a letter from the Burgomaster of Gand
inviting the participation of this Colony in an International Congress
relative to the construction of Towns and organisation of Municipal
life which it is proposed to hold next July and enquiring whether or
rot this Chamber has any suggestion to offer with regard to the Colony’s
representation at the Congress. .

My Committee have given the matter their consideration and I am
directed to state that unless some responsible Government Official is
able to attend the Congress while on leave with the object of gaining
information as to the construction of Towns they see no reason for
ineurring the expense of a special delegate particularly as this Colony
is not governed by a Municipality.

I am to ask you to be good enoﬁgh to thank His Excellency The
Governor for referring the matter to them.—I have, etc.,

A. R. LOWE, Acting Secretary.
The Honourable The Colonial Secretary.

) @

KING’S BIRTHDAY HOLIDAY,

Hongkong and Shanghai Bank, -
I;Iongkong, 19th May, 1913.

Dear Sir,—With regard to the King’s Birthday holiday listed for
Tuesday, 3rd June, all the Banks approve of asking the Government to
change the day to Monday, 2nd June, as being of more value so far as the
boliday iz concerned and less disturbing to business. The Banks have
requested me to approach the Chamber of Commerce on the subject,
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and [ suggest that the Chamber ask the Government to make the
change. T am sure it is in the interests of the business ecommunity.—
Yours, ete.,

The Secreta,ry N. J. STADBB.

Hongkong General Champer of Commerce.

iy

Hongkong, 22nd May, 1913.

Sir,—I ha.Ve the honour to inform you that the Exchange Banks

bemg of opinion that Monday the 2nd June would be much more suitable
a holiday and would interfere less with business than Tuesday, the

3rd June (King’s Birthday) have requested this Chamber to suggest the
alteration to the Government.

My Committee entirely agree with the Banks and believing the
change of date to be in the interests of the business Community trust
the suggestion will have the approval of His Excellency the G’ovemor —
I have, ete.,

A. R. LOWE, Acting Secretary.

Tue Honourable The Oolomal Secretary.

Colonial Secretary’s Office,
Hongkong, 23rd May, 1913.
Sir,—~In reply to your letter of the 22nd instant, I am directed to
state for the information of the Chamber of Commerce Committee that
His Excellency regrets his inability to comply with the request of the
E{cchange Bauks in regard to the alteration of date inasmuch as it is
His Majesty the King's express wish that his birthday should be cele-
brated on the actual date of the anniversary.

This information was published in Gazette Notification No. 69 of
the 24th March, 1911.—I am, ete,,

A. M. THOMSON, Colonial Secretary.
The Secretary,

Hongkong General Chamber of Commerce.

"

RESTRICTIONS IMPOSED ON HONGKONG AS A PLAGUE
INFECTED PORT BY THE NETHERLANDS INDIAN
GOVERNMENT.
Hongkong, 19th May, 1913,
Sir,—The port of Hongkong having been declared infected with
plague by the Netherland-Indian Government, the following measur: -
of the Netherland-Indian (ivil Medical Service have become applicable.
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The importation of the following articles from Hongkong ot tran

" shipped at this port is temporarily prohibited :—

(1) wearing’ apparel, old and worn clothes, household effects Ior

daily use, used bedding, unless these goods are transported as personal
luggage or in consequence of removal,

(2) rags.

Refuse of new goods coming direct from the weaving-mills, from
workshops, where apparel is made or from bleaching-establishments,
artificial wool, and cuttings of new paper, are not considered as rags.

All goods, of which the importation is not prohibited, shall be
disinfected on arrival, if in the opinion of the Health Officer of the
port they have been infected.

Particulars about the medical inspection of the ship on arrival in a
Netherland-Indian port, and of passengers and baggage, and about the
formalities to be complied with by the masters of ships arriving in
Netherlands-India within 21 days after their departure from a plague-
infected port, ete. will be given on application at the Netherlands
Consulate-General at Hongkong, where an English version of the
Netherland-Indian Quara.ntine Ordinance is at the disposal of those
concerned.

I beg however to draw the attention of the shipping to the fact
that the guarantine in Netherlands-India against ships coming from
Hongkong will be up to 21 days according to the state of health on
board the ships, but subject to exemption on production of certificates
legalised by the Netherlands Consul-General at Hongkong.

I take the liberty o suggest to your Chamber to bring the preced-
ing to the notice of the trade and navigation of the colony.—I have, etc.,

de REUS, Consul-General.
The Secretary,
Hongkong General Chamber of Commerce.
Hongkong, 23rd May, 1913.
Sir,—I have the honour to acknowledge receipt of your letter of
19th inst., informing this Chamber that the Netherlands Indian Govern-
ment have declared Hongkong to be a plague infected Port.

My Committee desire me to thank you for the information contained
therein with respect to the temporary prohibition of certain articles
of importation.—I have, etc.,

A. R. LOWE, Acting Secretary.
The Consul-General, for Nstherlands India.
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METRIC SYSTEM OF WEIGHTS, MEASURES AND CURRENCY.

The London Chamber of Commerce,
30th April, 1913.

Dear Bir,—1I beg tu enclosc copy of a letter which I have received
from the Decimal Association, and also copy of the paragraph relating
to China to which reference is made in the letter. If you can assist
me in replying to this enquiry,—so far, of course, as China is concein-
ed,—I shall be much obliged.

I may add that the Far Hastern Section passed a resolution in
favour of the adoption of the Metric System of Weights Measures and
Cuirency.—Yours, ete.,

C. E. MUSGRAVE, Secretary.
Tha Secretary, :
Hongkong General Chamber of Commerce,
Hongkong.

The Decimal Association,
Finsbury Ct., Finsbury Pavement,
London, E. C.

21st April, 1913.

Dear Sir,—In enclosing a copy of this Association’s report for the
year 1912, I desire to draw your attention to two paragraphs which 1
think will interest your Committee, viz: those referring to China and
Siam. With regard to the former, the information contained therein
waus obtained from " The National Review”’ of Shanghai and confirmed
by the Chinese Consul here. Perhaps you will be able to give me some
further information on this matter. -

With regard to Siam, I have the news direct from the Ministry of

Agriculture at Bangkok.

I was extremely pleased to read that you have recently passed a

resclution favouring the introduction of the metric weights and measures
throughout the Empire. I should be much obliged if you would forward
to me a formal extract from your Minutes showing this Resolution for
my record.—I am, etc.,

G I M. JOHNSON, Secretary.

The Secretary,

(Far Eastern Section),
London Chamber of Commerce,
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Extract referred fo et

A Bill for the complete introduction of the Metric Wt?ighta and
Measures has passed its first reading in the Advisory Council and has
been referred to a Committes for expert advice. The Government
proposed to send delegates to all the Provinces _to arrange ta,byas for
the conversion of the old weights and measures '1111:0 those of the new
gystem. These tables will be made knowx} umversa.Hy. 'Ijhen_ three
years after the promulgation of the Metric System, it w'111 become
necessary for all shops to uss weights and measures ac‘cqrdmg to that
system, and six years later the Government will pl‘OhlbIEt the sale of
goods by the old weights aud measures. One of the chief arguments

~ which led to the rejection of our Bill in the House of Commons in 1907

was that the Lancashire cotton manufacturers and merchants would
suffer if they were forced to adopt metric measures, because, such
was the innate conservatism of their customers in the Far East, the
latter would regard any change in the dimensions of the fabrics offered
to them with extreme suspicion, and would prefer to continue to buy
on the old standards which would be supplied to them by our com-
petitors. In view of the introduction of this Bill by the Chinese Govern-
nﬁant, it would appear that this argument can no longer be used by our
opponents, and this was specially urged before the Dominions Royal
Commission,

Hongkong, 16th June, 1913.

Sir,—1 am in receipt of your letter of 30th April last with reference
to the Metric System of Weights Measures and Currency and am
directed to inform you that this Chamber is not in a position to give
you the information now desired by the Decimal Association but the
letter is being passed on to the Secretary of the Shanghai Chamber
who may be in a position to do so and is being asked to reply direct.

I am to add that the Committee of this Chamber have supported
the Decimal Association’s proposals from time to time and are still
in full sympathy with its objects.—Yours, ete.,

A. R, LOWE, Acting Secretary.

The Secretary, J . ‘
Far Eastern Section, Chamber of Commerce, Londen.

Hongkong, 17th June, 1913.
Dear Sir,—I beg to enclose copies of correspondence received from
the Secretary Far Eastern Section, London Chawmber of Commerce,
with reference to the Metric System of Weights and Measures
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In this connection I have replied that this Chamber being unable
to give the desired information is passing the lstter on to you and 1
trust you will be able to supply the information.—Yours, etc,

A. R. LOWE, Acting Secrctary.
The Secretary, :
Chamber of Commerce, Shanghai.

London, 4th June, 1912.

Dear Sir,—In forwarding for the information of your Chamber a
copy of our report for the year 1912, I wish particularly to draw your
attention to the steady progress which the metric system is making.
The movement for the introduction of the metric weights and measures
was inaugurated by Chambers of Commerce, and it must be gratifyng
to them to see the advances that are being made. Further copics of
the report are available for distribution if required.

Should your Chamber or your members at any time be in need
of assistance in any matter regarding weights and measures, I hope that
they will regard the resources of this office and my services as entirely
at their disposal.—Yours, ete.,

G. E, M. JOHNSON, BSecretary.
The Secretary,
Hongkong General Chamber of Commerce,
Hongkong.

REPORT.

In reporting recent progress we deal first with the results obtained
within the British Empire, and separately with the advances made in
Foreign Countries.

BRITISH EMPIRE.
British Pharmacopoeia.

Following the announcement in our Prospectus, the (feneral Medical
Council has announced that all measures and weights in the new British
Pharmacopoeia, including those referring to dosage, will be in the
Metric System, and that in order to facilitate the use of the Pharmaco-
poeia by medical men, the equivalents for dosage will also be given
in the Imperial system. This will be the only use of the Imperial system
throughout the work, and in itself this is a very great advance. The
issuz of the new Pharmacopoeia will of necessity be followed by a
considerable increase in the use of the Metric Weights and Measures
in medical practice.
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Metric Carat.

In consequence of a successful agitation on the part of the jewellers
of the United States for the adoption of the Metiic Carat of 200 milli-
grams, prominent jewellers and gem merchants in London have recently
approached the Deputy Warden of the Standards through the medium
of the London Wholesale Jewellers and Allied Trades Association with
a request that the new carat e made compulsory throughout the
Jewsllery Trade, Major MacMahon in reply assured the deputat.on
that he would use his very best efforts to bring about the change sug-
gested ; he thought it would simplify methods, and thus enable foreign
dealers to trade in a system identical with their own.*

South Africa.

Early last year a Bill to consolidate and amend the laws of the
Union of South Africa regarding weights and measures was introducea
in the House of Assembly by the Minister of Comrnerce and Industiizs.
In the Schedules detailing the weights and measures to be permitted
for use in the Union, the standards mentioned afé metric only, but
Imperial equivalsnts are also given. Pressure of other business un-
fortunately prevented the Bill from going forward to secoad reading,
but its terms are interesting as showing the attitude of the Union
Government in relation to the weights and measures question. The-
Bill appears to have been ragarded with favour generally and it is to
be regretted that there was not time for its passage. Howover it
remains on recerd as a serious manifsstation of the favourable attitude
of the Union Governinent towards the Metric Weights and Measures.

Dominions Royal Commission,

This Royal Commission was appointed to enguire mto the trade
of the British Empire and sittings commenced in Qctober last.

In view of thig important C'ommission the Chambers of Uommercs
of the British Empire at their Eighth Congress held in Londen in June
1912, passed the following resolution unanimously :(—

*“That whereas, with the progress of industry and the deve-
lopment of trade throughout the world, the establi:hment
of uniform systems of weights, measures and currency
becomes more and mere’ desirable and necessary, therefore
be it resolved that this Eighth Congress of Chambers of
Commeorce of the British Empire recommends that the Dri-
tish Imperial Council of Commerce be roquestsd to take
steps to bring this guestion before the Imperial Trade Com-
mission which 1s now about to sit.”

*(Bee also reference to Russian legislation)
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Mr. Charles Charleton, the Chairman of the British Imperial Council
of Commerce, attended the Royal Commission on their behalf and
personally urged the adoption of the Metric Weights and Mea.ures.
He stated further that his Council supported the Decimal Association.

The Decimal Assosiation was also specially invited to submis its
case, and a statemsnt was carefully prepared and forwarded to the
Commissioners. This statement is printed in the second Blue Book
issued by the Commission (Cd.6517); it sets forth the reasons why the
adoption of the Metric Weights and Measures would be beneficial both
to the internal trade of the Empire, and to the tiade of each portion
of the Empire with the rest of the world. The attitude of the Colonies
towards metric reform is also fully shown, and details are given of recent
progress in metric legislation. The Association was algo invited to send
three witnesses to give evidence bafore the Commission. Lord Belhaven,
our President, Mr. Alex. Siemens and Mr. Aldred Barker, (Prolessor
" of Textiles at Bradford Technica! College), were chosen to repres-nt
the Association, and they attended the sitting of the 6th November,
Their evidence was very ably given and appeared to create a favourable
impression on the Commissioners. The Commission is now visiting the
Dominions, commencing with New Zealand, and proceeding thence to
Australia, South Africa and Canada. It is expected that its report will
be presented in time for consideration at the Imperial Conference of
1915. Steps have been taken to organise pro-metric feeling in the
Dominions to be visited by the Commissioners, and it is believed that
they will receive ample evidence during their travels of the favourable
attitude of these communities towards the reform we advocate,

Australia.

Mr. Edward C. Barton of Brisbane has done splendid work in arous-
ing public interest in the metric system. He has arranged public
mestings aé which he has delivered Jectures on the subject, and his
strenuous and persevering efforts have resulted in the passage of a
number of resolutions in faveur of the metric system. It is proposea
to form & branch of the Association in the Commonwealth and in thia
the Association will probably have the support of the Teachers’
Urganisations.

-

Guernsey.

The weights and measures of this Island have long been in an un-
satisfactory condition and during the past three years considerable
discussion bas taken place as to the best means of regularising them,
In Octobar, 1810, it was decided that English weights and mcasures

should be adopted, but no practical steps were taken to enforce this
decision. At a recent sitting of the States of Doliberation, the resolution
of 1910 was rescinded, and a small Committee was appointed §o examine
the question afresh and to report what scheme would best suit the
requirements of that Jsland. The friends of the Metric System are
numerouz and active, and are losing no opportunity of advancing its
claims,

Malta. :

An Ordinance prescribing the adoption of the Metric System in
¥alta was sanctioned in March, 1911. The Governor of the Island has
power under the Ordinance to fix the date for its coming into operation,
and under this power he has ordered it to be introduced on tha 1st
July, 1914.

FOREIGN COUNTRIES.

* Siam.

The late King of Siam was at the date of his death (October 1910)
on the point of introducing the Metric Sysiem into that countiy. The
matter was dropped for the time boing, but the Minister of Lands and
Agriculture revived the subject and in consequence His Majesty the
present King, on the 15th November, 1911, ordered the adoption of
the Metric System throughout the kingdom. An optional period of only
one year was decided on, for the rcason that the total absence of any
law on the subject of weights and measures made the introduction of
a properly legalised system a matter of extreme urgency.

China.

A Bill for the complete introduction of the ietric Weights and
Measures has passed its first reading in the Advisory Council and has
been referred to a Committze for expert advice. The Government
proposed to send delegates to all the Provinces to arrange tables for
the conversion of the old weights and measures into those of the new
system, These tables will be made known universally. Then three
years after the promulgation of the Metriec System, it will become necws-
sary for all shops to use weigkts and measures according to that system,
and six years later the Government will prohibit the sale of goods by
the c¢ld weights and measures. One of the chief arguments which led
to the rejection of our Bill in the House of Commons in 1907 was that
the Lancashire cotton manufacturers and merchants would suffer it
they wore forced to adopt metric measures, because, such was the innate
conservatism of their customers in the Far East, the latter would regard
any change in the dimensions of the fabrics offered to them with extrems
suspicion, and would prefer o continue to buy on the old standards
which would be supplied ta them by our competitors, In view of the
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introduction of this Bill by the Chinsse Government, it would appear
that this argument can no longer be used by our opponents, and this
wias specially urged before the Dominions Royal Commission,

Russia,

The BFitisli Empire, the United States and the Russian Empirve sve
tha only remaining great cowmmunities which have not adopted &he
metric weights and measures; an indication therefore of the attitude
of the Government of any one of these countries towards this reform
must have a considerable bearing on the attitude of the other countries.
The Russian Minister of Commerce has recently addressed an official
letter to this Associatior in which it is stated that the Government view
with favour the establishment of the metric system in the Russian
Empire, the estimated population of which iz 165 million. Legislation
establishing more firmly the use of the metric system in Russia has been
approved by the Imperial Dwmma and submitted for sanction to the
Council of the Empire. Formerly the metric systemn was only permissive
in casces where the parties to bargains had previously agreed to its use.
Apparently it is now proposed te extend this permission to the general

use of the metric system. Scction 3 of this Bill makes the use of the

carat of 200 milligrams obligatory in the trade in precious stones, but
this is the only instance in which the system is applied compulsorily.
The Minister of Commerce further announces that the Government
cannot proceed with the obligatory introduction c¢f the metric system
until the periodic control of weights and measures in all parts of the
Empire has been definitely organised, but he says in his letter addregsed
to this Association that a large number of Government institutions use
the metric system according o the law now in foree. :

GENERAL.

It is with very sincere regret that we have to announce the retire-
ment of Mr. J. Emerson Dowson, M.Inst.(.E., from the Chalrmanship
of the Executive Committee. During the 22 years in which he has been

- Chairman Mr. Dowson has rendered very great services to the cause -

which we advocate. His interest in tho question is as keen as ever,
but his retirement to the country necessitates his withdrawal from an
active part in the campaign. He has accepted the unanimous invitation
of tihe Executive Committas to become a Vice-President of the
Association,

Mombers of the Association will nptice with much pleasure the
appearance upon our lists of Vice-Presideuts and Officers of the names
of many eminent engireers, Among those who have gven their adhesion
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in this matter recently may be mentioned Sir Alex. R. Binnie, M.TInst.
O.E., M.1.Mech ., F.G.8S, F.RM.S., and M.R.I, Chief Engineer
L.C.C. 1890-1901, and Mr. Charles Bright, F.R.S.E., M.Inst.C.E.,
M.I.E.E., Consulting Engineer to the Commonwealth of Australia,

Clentinuing interest in this question is being shown in the Press and
a friendly attitude is still maintained. To stimulate the efficlent teach-
ing of the Metric weights and measures in the public Elementary Schools,
the Association has presented charts to all Headmasters who have
applied for them.

Arrangements should now be made for lectures during the season
1913-14, and members who desire to secure the services of one of the
Association’s lecturers during that period should make early application
tn the Secretary. Wherever a good audience is assured, the Assceciation
will be pleased to send a lecturer and will defray his expenses.

It is most important that all members of the Association should uge
their best endeavours to secure new subscribers and the Secretary will
be glad to forward literature and msmbership forms to those whose
names and addresses are sent to him.

A statement of the Income and Expenditure to 31st Decelﬁber, 1912,
certified by the Auditors, will be found on the next page.

BELHAVEN & STENTON, President,
JOHN H. TWIGG, Chairman of Executive Committee.
G. E. M. JOHNSON, Secretary.

April, 1018,

O

PROPOSED REVISION OF REGULATIONS TO GOVERN THE
TERMS OF SALE OF CASRKIA. =

("anton Chamber of Commerce.
Canton, China, 10th Fune, 1913,
Dear 8ir,—I have been instructed to forward you copies of corres.
pondence between this Chamber and the Canton Cassia Guild for your
information comprising our letters to them dated 27th TFebruary, 9th
April, 15th May, 23rd May and 31st May, and letters from the Guild to
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us dated 11th February, 3rd April, 7th May and 27th May. Kindly re-
turn the four letters from the Guild 11/2, 3/4, 7/5, 27/5 as I have no
copies of them.—I am, etc.,
R. T. MATHESON, 8ecretary.
The Secretary,
Hongkong General Chamber of Commerce,
Hongkong.

Canton, 11th February, 1913.

In view of the numerous shkort.-weight claims the cassia dealers have
had during the past few years in the Cassia trade in general, a me:ting
was held by our guild to discuss this mstter and thereupon we have
unanimously decided to formulate the following regulations viz. :—

L. Al Cassia Lignea, Broken Cassia, Cassia Buds, etc., to he de-
livered F.O.B. Canton, the Customs duty to be paid by the seller
and freight to be paid by the buyer.

2. At the beginning of every new season, a sample lot of 5 cases
Cassia Lignea and 5 Bales Broken Cassia to be chosen by the
Canton Chamber of Commerce and same to be deposited as
Standard samples and also a few lots of 5 cases Cassia Lignea
and 5 Bales Broken Cassia to be chosen for London, Hamburg
and New York but the cost of the sample lots for the above three
ports must be refunded to the seller by the foreign buyers.

8. Of every shipment, buyers may choose out, and transfer to a
public godown, 1 case or bale if a small shipment and nct over
4 casos ov bales if large shipment, and the parcel or parcels to
be sealed by the buyer and seller at the same time for future
reference in case there will be any claim either for loss in weight
or inferior qua,lii‘.y. 7

(a) If any clainn be forthcoming, the buyer must notify the
seller within the limited time viz., within 3 months in
case of steamer shipment except for Ccpenhagen,
Odessa and New York which are within 4 months and
7 months in case of shipment by sailing vessel.

(b) If there is any claim which cannot be settled by the
buyer ani seller privately, then 3 arbitrators shall be
appointed, two foreigners and one Chinese to be chogen
i the first time, the second time two Chinese and one
_f,‘?“i,gner and so on.
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{c) If the Chinese seller is mnot satisfied with the foreign
arbitrators or the buyer i3 not satisfied with the
Chinege arbitrators the Canton Chamber of Commerce
and the Chinese guild will have power to choose others,

(d) In case there is any claim for inferior quality the
sample of the original shipment bearing the game
mark has to be taken out trom the public godown to
compare with the Standard samples; the seller and
buyer will have these marked to distinguish the ship-
ment samples from the Standard samples so that the

" arbitrators may not know which is which and if the
abritrators find that the shipment samples are equal to
the Standard samples then no claim will be admitted.
The arbitration fee will be $10—for each arbitrator,
which is to be paid by the losing party.

(e) In cage there is any claim for loss in weight the sample
of the origiral shipment bearing the same mark has
also to be taken out from the public godown to be
w;aighed in the presence of the seller, buyer and
arbitrators and if the shipment samples are found net
exceeding 5% i.e. not less than 95 catties per picul
charged, no claim will be admitted. The arbitration
fee for each arbitrator will be $10—which is to hbe
paid by the lesing party.

CASSIA GUILD EXPORTERS.

Secretary,
Chamber of Commerce, Canton.

Canton Chamber of Commerce.
Canton, China, 27th February, 1913.
Dear Sir,—In reply to the letter ol the 11th February, sent by your
Guild to this Chamber. I am instiucted to say that the matter has had
the full consideration of my Committee and the members of this Cham-
Lar who unanimously agree to the following i —

T regret to inform you that your proposal No. 2 is unacceptable,
beeause such terms would practically amount to Canton arbitration and
Canton delivered weight terms, on which conditions the sale of the
article on foreign markets would be made impossible. My Committee
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can therefore not see their way to make any alterations in the extsting
.agreement of March, 1907, which contains great concessions to the seller
which already surpass international commercial usages, -

My Committee appreciates the endeavours of the Guild to find a
remedy for the frequent complaints about short weight but ventures
to say that in many instances these complaints must be attributed to
short packing or more than usual dampness of the cargo shipped.

It has come to the knowledge of this Chamber that in some in-
stances the excessive loss in weight has been due to pilferage and this
Chamber has taken steps to put a stop to such malpractices and hope
i expressed that with the support of the Cassia Guild it will be possible
to attain this end and to put the Cassia trade again on a mutually
satisfactory basis as in former years

I take this opportunity to recommend to your Guild a stronger supe:-
vision of the packing in general and chiefly to use stronger cases of not
less than “7/16° thickness. By doing so cases of pilferage could more
easily be detected during transit.

In this connection it would seem advisable to do away with the mat
wrappers, but only provided the cases are made strong enough to stand
the long voyage, otherwise the loss in weight by breakage of the
careg would probably be still more excessive.—I am, ete.,

R. T. MATHESON, Secretary.
The President,
Canton Cassia Guild,
Canton.

) Canton, 3rd April, 1913,
Dear Sir, s
On February the 27th we have received letter (under reply) and noted
the contents. Accordingly we the undermentioned guild have called for
a meeting and decided that the conditions of January 31st are entirely

right and fair to both parties, and we should agree to the same and it ':{-7

is hard to alter them. We therefore beg to ask you to inform all the E W
Foreign firms requesting them to agrec to the sgame in their reply within
a week’s tirae, and in case they fail to answer in the said term, we the e
guild, will .ake the conditions as in force. )

CABSIA GUILD EXPORTERS,
Secretary,
Chamber of Commerce, Canton.
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Canton Chamber of Commerce
Canton, China, 9th April, 1913.

Dear Sir,—1 have for acknowledgment your letter of the 3rd inst.
and I am directed to inform you that as we have already given you the
unanimous views of the members of this Chamber in my letter of the
27th February, we regret to say that your terms cannot be entertained.
—I am, etc.,

R. T. MATHESON, Becretary.

The President,
(‘anton Cassia Guild,
Canton.

Canton, May 7th, 1913.

Gentlemen,—Your letter reached us on 9th ult. and in reply beg
to advise you that we have put the conditions for consideration for many
times, These conditions are very just, and impartial indeed.

We now forward you a roll (40 copies) of regulations for your ob-
gervation. We shall be much obliged, if you will kindly notify the
foreign firms to enforce the new regulafions as from the 1st proximo.—
Yours, ete,;

(chopped). CASSIA EXPORTING GUILD.

The Chamber of Commerce,
Shameen, Canton.

Revised Regulations to govern the terms of sale of Cassia.
Agreed Upon By -
THE CANTON CASBSIA GUILD.

1st.—All descriptions of Cassia, selected, broken, buds, etc. are
to be sold F.O.B. Canton river steamer, the Export Duty shall be paid
by the Chinese seller while the freight by the foreign buyer.

9nd.—To serve as Standards to be referred to and compared with
in case of arbitration of claim for quality, the Cassia Guild shall de-
posit annually at the commencement of each season with the Chamber

of Commerce,

5 cases Selected Cassia,
5 bales Selected Broken Cassia,

which are to be chosen by the members of the Canton Chamber of Com.
merce as representing fair average guality of the season. In order to
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show the customers abroad the quality of the new season, the (Uassia
Guild will further supply.

15 cases Selected Cassia
15 bales Selected Broken Cassia

of similar quality to the above of which of 5 cases and 5 bales of each
are to be forwarded to the London, Hamburg and New York Chambers

of Commerce respectively every year; and which shall be paid for by
the foreign firms.

8rd.—Upon the seller’s information that the goods of any or all
descriptions of Cassia are going to be shipped, the buyer shall come to
inspect them, check their weights and pick out of ths shipment the
following proportionate numbers of cases which ave to he stored in
the latter's godown for arbitrators’ reference in case of arbitration of
claims for short weight or quality i—

In a shipment of 100 to 200 cases, 2 cases are to be picked out and stored.

" 9 B50u BO0Y G d Uy, " T 5
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When the terms for claims ave expired these stored cases shall bz re.
turned to the seller,

(a) Any claims must be notified tc the seller by the buyer within 8
months in case of steamer shipment with the excepltion of shipments
to ODESSA, COPENHAGEN & NEW YORK where four months will be
given; and within 7 months in case of shipment by sailing vessels ;
so that the arbitration shall be taken at Shameen, Canton. No claims
whatever shall be considered when the above-mentioned terms have
expired.

(b If a settlement of the claim cannct amicably be arvived at
between the seller and buyer three arbitrators shall be appointed. In
order to be felt just and reasonable by both parties, the number of
foreign and Chiness arbitrators shall be by turns as follows:—If the
first arbitration is composed of two foreign and one Chinese arbitrators
the second one shall be composed of one foreign and two Chinese ones
and so on.

) The Chinese szllers shall have the preragative of rejecting ths
foreign arbitrator or arbitrators, either or both, nominated by the
Chamber of Commerce and of requesting the appointment of ancther
or others and in the same manner the foreign buyers ghall have the
nrerogative of rejecting the Chinese abitvator or arhitrators, either
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or both, nominated by the Cassia Guild and of requesting the ap-
pointment of another or others but the Chinese arbitrator or arbitrators
must be a member or members of the Guild.

(d) In claiming for inferior quality, the stored cases of samples
of the same mark as claimed for shall be taken out and compared
with the Standards deposited with the Chamber of Commerce. Before
the examination, the buyer and the seller shall put some private marks
on the parcels to identify them and the examination small be 80 ar-
ranged that the thre> arbitrators shall not know beforehand which
parcel is the Standard or which is the stored sample. Of course if the _
stored samples agree with the Standards the claim will fail. The
fee for acting as an arbitrator shall be $10.00 each time and shall
be paid by the loser of the case.

(e} In claiming for short weight, the stored cases shall be taken
out and weighed in the presence of both parties and as the loss in
weight is to be guaranteed by the seller not to exceed 5% the claim
will, of course, fail if the stored cases are found to be 95% in weight.
The fee for an arbitrator, if there arc any, shall also be $10.00 and
shall be paid by the loser of the case.

TIEN CHEONG KWONG SANG CHONG
CHOW HING KWONG LOONG

CHOY SANG YUT SHING

SHEE HING *  WING ON CHONG
CHEONG LOONG HING CHE KEE

HIP CHEONG KUNG OHEONG

ON HANG SHUN LEE

ON SING SUN HING

Canton Chamber of Commerce.
Canton, China, 16th May, 1913
Dea.f Sir,~-I am instructed by my Committee to inform you that
your new Rules as per your letter of the 7th inst. have unanimously
been rejected at a General Meeting of this Chamber which was held
yesterday at 2.30 p.m.

In ovder to point out to you our reasons in the matter, a sub-
committee of three Members, Messrs. Lund, Susemibl and Wegmam, has
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been a.j-,)pointed who will be glad to meet your representatives at some
convenient time.—Yours, ete,
R. T. MATHESON, Secretary
The President, '
Canton Cassia Guild,
Canton, . i ! \

—

Canton Chamber of Commerce.
Canton, 23rd May, 1913.
Dear Sir,—Enclosed I beg to hand you a copy of a letter received
from the American Spice Trade Association, New York, which picase
place before your members and let this Chamber have an answer as
early as possible.—Yours, ete., l

R. T. MATHESON, Secretary
The President, :
Canton Cassia Guild,

Canton.
Pty s
The American Spice Trade Association. 1
; New York, April 14th, 1913 .
Dear Sir,—The Standards Committee of the American Spice

Trade Association was directed by resolution of the board of directors
of that Association to call the atténtion of your honourable body, to
the progressive deterioration in’ quality of the selected broken China
Cassia, as represented by the type sample of five bales sent to the
American Spice Trade Asscciation to represent the average quality of
each season, in accordance with the agreement made between the -

Canton Chamber of Commerce and the Canton (lassia Guild, in M.
1907.

The five bales re}rescnting the crop season of
1910/1911 contained 7% twigs, dirt, ete 1
1911/1912 ”» 9% » It '
1912/1913 i 163% 4 »” 38

These percentages of twigs wers determined hy a most painstaking a5
analysis of samples drawn from each of the five bales ropresenting the ‘
crop seagon, by five members of the Spice Association, importers, and E
trokers and consumed seversl hours time of the five members who =
performed the operation. i
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All the flat picces of Cassia were picked out and weighed; all the
twigs and fibrous picces, were picked out and weighed; and all the
dirt, stones and foreign substances picked and sifted out and weighed.

The scale used is very accurate and weighs to the 1/100 of an
olince dnd was obtained for this purpose and to determine the per-
gentage of shrinkage on certain otlier spices such as cloves, and is
entirely reliable. :

The dndlysis of eath seasons type sample being determined, and
the percentage of good cassia and that of the fibrous cassia and dirt
and foreign substances being ascertained and noted, arriving parcels
are similarly analyzed and any deficiency in quality, due to excess of
dirt or fibrous cassia, are compensated for in the arbifration awards.

Tnless rigorous protest be made, the Chinese traders may manufac-
ture a grade, by mixing various percentages of flat pieces of bark with
stringy fibrous kark, twigs and dirt, such a mixture might easily he a
deliberately manufactured type and not in the least be representative
of the seascn’s growth,

The progressive deterioration of these three season’s type samples,
would indicate that this practice had been in these cases followea.
You probably are aware of the rigorous examination of all articles of
food on arrival by the U.S. Boeard of Food and Drug Inspection, who
have fixed the standard of cassia at not to exceed 6% tobtal ash and
not to exceed 2% of Insoluble ash. Parcels exceeding the Standard
in either respect may be excluded.

The question has already been raised in respect fo some shipments
of the so-called ordinary broken China Cassia by our Government and
may easily be extended to the selected if the deterioration continues.
At the present time our dealers are protesting against the quality
represented by last Season’s type. The very word ‘“selected” carries
the implication of superior quality, and the present type indicates a
deliberate selection downward, and the admixture of what is nothing
more than ‘ordinary’’ cassia with the grade known as ““selected.”

The American Spice Trade Association, therefore, very respectfully
srges on your merchants vigerous protests to the Cassia Guild to im-
prove the quality of the selocted broken China Cassia, and as well
suggests an early determination of the types of the next Season’s
shipments and the fixing of the perceutage of fibrous or ordinary 7’
cassia that may be present in what may be shipped as selected. It is
also suggested that shipments of the packages fixed as types be
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made at the earliest practical moment, so that they may be n.vallab!e
in any arbitrations that may be called.—Yours, ete.,

(signed) E. W. DURKLE,
Clidgirman, Standards Committee.
The Secretary,
Canton Chamber of Commerce.

Canton Chamber of Commerce.
Canton, 27th May, 1913

Dear Sir,—We beg to inform you that yesterday our representatives
went to see Messrs. Arnhold Karberg and Co. to consider about the
Oassia regulations and we understand that your representatives,
Messrs. Arnhold Karberg and Co. intend to add two new rules into the
Old regulations. A meeting was at once held in our guild to discuss
this and we find that the two new rules are of no difference between
the old ones.

It has been decided by our members to take up our new regulations
which are beneficial to both the Shameen firms and our cassia
dealers so that we will not have any change in these regulations. -

Hoping you will be good enough to inform all the Shameen firms.—
Yours, ete.,
(signed) CASSIA GUILD.
The Secretary,
Canton Chamber of Commerce.

Canton Chamber of Commerce.
Canton, 31st May, 19.3.

Dear Sir,—I am instructed to inform you that the members of this
Committeée are greatly suprised at the attitude adopted by your gmld
in the question re the Sale Regulations of Cassia.

In my letter of 21st February, 1 intimated to you that all Cassia 1
buyers without a single exception, had agreed in the point that it was
positively impossible to carry your suggestions through. Later on a
sub-Committee of this Chamber met three of your representatives for
the purpose of explaining to you verbally the numerous reasons which
render the proposed rules uracceptable, and our delegates were left
under the impression that your members saw the justness of our ob-
jections. In order to make a compromise, the sub-Committee declared
their willingness to make the following amendment to the old rules
dated March 1807,

foa)

S [ L,_.= ot

" The Secretary,
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‘““The Chinese Seller shall have the right of having short weight
‘““claims checked by the Canton Chamber of Commerce
“against a moderate fee,”

¥ If short-weight should oceur to the extent of 10% or more over
“invoice weight, the home buyer has to inform the shipper
““by cable and the Chinese seller upon such information may
“ demand reweighing by a third party, the result of which is
“to be binding to both parties Cest of reweighing to be
““ paid by the losers.”

The Old Cassia Rules are, as was forterly pointed out to you,
indisputably entirely in favour of the Chinese Seller and I am in-
structed to inform you that this Chamber eannot positively see its
way to make any further concessiofis whatsoever.

It has recently been found that various Cassia shipments contained
a mixture of a foreign bark, against which practice this Chamber most
decidedly protests. The shipper of such goods does not seem to
realize that difficulties of a very serious nature may arise with the
food laws, for which the supplier must be tully held responsible.

Another serious complaint is the continual deterioration of the
standa.lds chiefly for Sel. Broken which is again conclusively proven
by a recent letter of the American Spice Association, a copy of which
we took the liberty of addressing o you. It is most essential that
superior standards shculd be made up this season as otherwise your
trade is going to suffer seriously. In support of this the following
signatures of firms interested are appended.—Yours, ete.,

R. T. MATHESON, Secretary.
The President,
Canton Cassia Guild,
Canton.
N.B.—15 firms intercsted signed the above letter

Canton Chamber of Commesce.
Canton, 27th June, 1913.
Cassia.

Dear Sir,—Referring to my letter of the 10th inst. 1 have been
directed to ask you to let us have the views of your Chamber on the
new rules of the Cassia Guild and at the same time to inform us it
vou have heard of any firms doing business in Cassia under the new
regulations of the Cassia Guild.—Yours, ete.,

R. T. MATHESON, Secretary.

Hongkong General Chamber of Commerca,
Hongkong,
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Hongkong, 7th July, 1913
Dear Bir,—I beg to acknowledge receipt of your letters of 10th and
27th ult., together with correspondence hetween the Canton Cassia

Guild and your Chamber with reference to the proposed Regulations to
govern the terms of Sale of Cassia.

At a Meeting of this Chamber to be held on Thursday 10th inst.,
this matter will be considered and an early reply forwarded to you.—
Yours, ete., ‘

A. R. LOWE, Acting Secretary.
The Secretary, 4
Chamber of Commerce,
Canton.

Hongkong, 11th July, 1913,
Dear Sir,—At a Meeting of this Chamber held vesterday, cor-

respondence received from the Canton Chamber of Commerce relative
to the proposed revision of regulations to govern the sale of Cassia

was laid on the table, when it was decided to refer the matter to your
Agsociation for consideration and reply.

My Committee will be glad if you can treat the subject at an early
date.—Yours, ete..

A, R. LOWE, Acting Secretary
The Secretary,
Association of Fxporters and Dealers of Hongkong,
Hongkong.

Hongkong, 12th July, 1913,

Dear Sir,—At a Meeting of this Chamber held on Thursday after-
noon correspondence between your Chamber and the Canton Cassia
Guild was laid on the table, and referred to the Association of Ex-
porters and Dealers of Hongkong, for consideration and reply.

The Association’s monthly Meeting will be held on Wednesday
after which I hope to furnish you with the Committee’s views.—Yours,
ete.,

A. R. LOWE, Acting Seoretary,
The Secretary,

Chamber of Commerce,
Canton.
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Asscciation of Exportars and Dealers of Hongkong.
Hongkong, 25th August, 1913.
Dear Sir,—I am directed by my Committee to acknowledge receipt
of your lettter dated 11th July covering correspondence between the
Canton Chamber of Commerce and the Canton Cassia (liuld con.
cerning the propoted Revision of Regulations tc govern the terms
of sale of Cassza.

My Committee direct me to thank you for giving them this
vpportunity of dealing with a question of such importance to the
Exporters of this Colony, and particularly those who are Members
of this Association.

At a Meeting held subsequent to the receipt of your letter a Sub
Committee was appointed to go thorcughly into the matter but whilst
*his Committee was deliberating, news reached Hongkong that the
points in dispute had been amicably ssttled.

Enclosures to, your letter returned herewith.—Yours, ete.,

; A. R. LOWE, Acting Secretary,
The Secretary,

Chamber of Ccmmerce,
Hongkong.

Hongkong, 1st September, 1913.
Dear Bir,—With reference to my letter of 12th July I beg to an.
close for your information copy of reply received from the Association
of Exporters and Dealers of Hongkong, with reference to the pro-
posed revigion of vegulations o govern the terms of Sale of Cassia.

My Committe> will be glaa o learn whether, this question has beey
settled as stated.=¥ours, ete., '
A. R. LOWE, Acting Secretary.
The Beeretary,
Chember of Commerce,
Canton.

Canton Chamber of Cominerce.
Canton, China, 29th September, 1913,
Cassia. ]

Dear 8ir,—Referring to your letter of the 1st September, I now beg
to enclose a supply of copies of the amendment to the Cassia Regula-
tions of March, 1907.—Yours, etc.,

R. T. MATHESON, Secretary.
The Secretary,

Hongkong Genoral Chamber of Commerce, iy

Hongkong.
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CANTON CHAMBER OF COMMERCE.

2 .

Amendment to the Regulations to govern the terms of sale of
CASSIA dated March, 1907, as agreed upon by the Canton Cassia Guild
and the Canton Chamber of Commerce under date 1st August, 1913.

“The Chinese seller shall have the right of having short weight
claims checked by the Canton Chamber of Comuerce against a
woderate fre.

If short weight should occur to the extent of 10% or more over in-
voice weight, the Home buyer has to inform the shipper by cable
and the Chinese seller upon such information may demand re-weighing
by a third party, the result of which is to be binding to both parties,

The cost of re-weighing is to be paid by the losers.”
Oanton, 18t August, 1913,

P

COMPANIES AMENDMENT ORDINANCE, 1913,

1 : Colonial BSecretary’s Office,
Hongkong, 11th June, 1913,
Bir,--With reference to previous correspondence concerning pro-

posed amendments to the Companies Ordinance, 1611, I am directed
to invite the opinion of your Committee on a suggestion that to Sub-

goction 3 of Section 113 of the Ordinance should be added the following
words i— :

“1f a Company shall appoint a single Auditor, he shall not be a
“ shareholder in the Company of which he is so appointed Auditor and
“if a Company shall appoint more than one Auditor, at least one of
“guch Auditers shail not be a shareholder in the Company of which
“guch Auditors are so appeinted Auditors.”’—I am, ete.,

A, M. THOMSON, Colonial Secretary.
The Sscretary,
Hongkong General Chamber of Commerce,
Hongkong,

e

Hongkong, 30th June, 1913,

Bir,—I am dirocted to acknowiedge the receipt of your letter of 11th
instant inviting the opinion of the Committee of this Chamber on tha
following suggested addition to Sub-Section 3 of Hection 113 of the
Companies Ordinance 1911,
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*1f a Company shall appoint a single Auditor, he shall
““not be a sharchelder in the Company of which he is so
“appointed Auditor and if a Company shall appoint more
*than one Auditor, at least one of such Audifors saall
““not be a shareholder in the Company of which such
* Auditors are go appointed Auditors.”

My Committee have given this matter their consideration and I am
mstructed o inform you that they see no objection to this alteration.

I am to express the thanks of the Committee to His Excellency
the Governor for allowing this matter to be placed before them for
their approval.—I am, etec.,

A. R. LOWE, Acting Becretary.
The Honourable,

The Colonial Secretary.

Hongkong, 16th July, 1913.
Dear Sir,—We beg to inform you that we have this day addressed
a letter to The Honourable, The Colonial Secretary of which the enclosed
is a copy.—Yours, etc., _
PERCY SMITH, SETH & FLEMING.
The Honourable Mr. E. A Hewitt, C.M.G., Chairman,
The Hongkong Chamber of Commerce.

Hongkong, July 16th, 193,
PROPOSED COMPANIES AMENUDMENT ORDINANCE 1913.

Bir,—We beg to direct your attention to Secticn 18 of the a ‘ove
Ordinance Sub-section C in which the following words occur i—

“If a Company shall appoint a single Auditor. he shall not be
“ g shareholder in the Company of which he is so appointed Auditor
“and if a Company shall appoint more, than onv Auditor, at least
“one of such Auditors shall not be a sharebolder in the Company of
“ which such Auditurs are s0 appointed Auditora.”

We were entirely at a loss to understand the object of this Sub-
seéction until we were told that it is really intended to apply more
ospecially to Chinese Companies which we understand have been until
now audited by a shareholder who probably holds no other qualifica-
tion for the position., But we would venture to point out that if
this be s0, it iz not mecesszvy: as by another Bection of the Ordinance,
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the Accounts are to be oniy audited by persons who are described as
Authorised Auditors, We have ourselves always endeavoured to hLe

shareholders 2 such Companies as we audit in order to be in a position

to attend all meetings, and if necessary place our views verbally be-

fore the shareholders; and 1if for any reason which does not occur bo
us, this Section should become law, we would mosk respectfully sug-
gest that a provision must be made by which the Auditor should have
notice of and bs qualified to attend every meeting of the Company and
be possessed of all the rights of a shareholder when attending such
meeting.

Asking your kind consideration for our letter.—We have the honour,
ete., ‘ )
PERCY SMITH, SETH & FLEMING
The Honourable,
The Colonial Secrztary,
Hongkong.

Hongkong, 24th suly, 1913.

Bir, —A coﬁy of a letter of 16th instant addressed to you by Messrs
Percy Smith, Seth and Fleming, Accountants and Auditors of this
Oolony and Members of this Chamber has been forwarded by the said
Tirm for the information of my Committes regarding the clauses re-
ferring to Auditors in the proposed Companies Amendment Ordinance
1913, and I am ingéructed to forward you for your information copy of
letter sent to-day to this Firm controverting their arguments against
the Bill.--I have the honour to be, ete.,

A. R. LOWE, Acting Secretary.
The Honourable, :
The Colonial Becretary,

Hongkong, 24th July, 1913

Dear Sirs,—In reply to your letter of 16th instant criticising
Section 16 Sub-Section € of ths proposed Companies Amendment
Ordinance 1913 my Committee are of opinion that the duties of
Auditors are clearly laid down in Section 114 of the principal Ordinanqe
and no greater help can be given them to attain impartially than in
divesting them of the opportunity to bold shares in the Company
vhosa accounts they certify. Othsrwige their interests are divided.
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My Committee understand that limited Companies controlled
wholly by Chinese largely avail themselves of the right to restrict the
Auditors duties to one of their sharcholders, and so probably more
such Companies will be affected tkan those controlled by Eurcpean
Directorates and Shareholders but as a class of Auditors of Chinesze
nationality is likely to be created by ths provisions of amending
Section 113 (1) and unless some such provision is made to enable such
Auditors to earn a living withous iuvesting in every Company they
audit it follows that the object of ereating authorised Auditors who
will learn their duties under the Ordinance will be defeatod because
it will mean the laying down of capital or the loan of shares from
interested parties such as Directors or other large shareholders.

The point you make about Auditors being Shareholders so that
if necessary they can place their views before Shareholders iz in the
opinion of my Committee not one which can be supported for the
nrincipal Ordinance calls for a report in writing to the Shareholders
to be attached to the Balance Sheet or read at the Meating and it is
against the interest of Shareholders generally and particularly those
who are unable fo attend the Meeting that any part of what the
Auditor has to report should be left unsaid in his written statement
for verbal explanation at the Meeting of Shareholders. If important
it should be econveyed in his written report so that Shareholders may be
influenced thereby to attend and criticise, then if the Directors’ re-
plies are unsatisfactory the Meeting can be adjourned for the purpese
of the attendance of the Auditor or he may be requested before-hand
to be in sttendance should his furtheyr services be required,

Generally speaking then the Auditors’ duties are confined to seeing
the accounts submitted are in fact what they report them to be, and it
must be left to the Shareholders to decide how they should be dealt with.
If Shareholders deal with tham otherwise than in accordance with the
constitution of the Company, the duty of pointing this out falls into
the period of following audit.

Your suggestion that a new clause should ke inserted giving the
Auditor the right of attendance at General Meetings and all the rights
of a Shareholder as such doos pob meet with approval for the duties
of an Auditor are to certify zs to facts and are necessarily distinct
from those of a Sharcholder who has the right to criticise the policy
of the Directors in relation to such: facts.—Yours, ete.,

: L. A, HEWETT, Chairman.

Mossrs. Percy Smith, Seth & TFleming.
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My Committes also suggest that the matter be referred to the
Aassociation of Exporters and Dealers of Hongkong.—1 have le honour
to be, ete.,

e il Colonial Secretary’s Office,
Hongkong, 25th July, 1913,

Bir,~In reply tc your letter of the 24th July, 1913, I am directed A. . LOWE, Acting Secretarj.'

Governor in Legislative Council yesterday, the (Government was nat | The Honourable,
prepared to reconsider the decision to delete the clause 16 (¢) which
appeared in the Companies Amendment Ordinance, 1913, as introduced
and read a first time in Legislative Council.—I am, etc., 5 R

C. CLEMENTI, Colonial Secretary.

The Secretary, - BANE HOLIDAY TUESDAY, 1st JULY, 1013,
Hongkong General Chamber of Commerce,

Hongkong, 20th June, 1913.

Sir,—With reference to the application of the Exchange Banks to

Q ' have Tuesday 1st July declared a holiday in this Colony I am directed
by my Comuiittee to state that the matter has been referred to them and
BRISTOL INTERNATIONAL EXHIBITION, that they desire to support the request of the Banks.—I have the honour

Colonial Secretary’s Office, to be, etc.,

Hongkong. 11th June, 1913 A. R. LOWE, Acting Secretary.
. : ; o i
Sir,—I am directed to trausmit for the information of your Chamber (Holiday duly gazetted and Banks advised direct Rkl

the enclosed letter from the Management of the Buistol International : ment. ]
Exhibition and te inquire whether your Chamber would be prepared te - :
arrange for a Hongkong exhibit.

2. T shall be glad if you will return the enclosure to this leiter s

with your reply.—I am, ete., : ;
A. M THOMSON, Colonial Secretary. - ONLICENSED LAUNCHES PLYING FOR HIRE IN THE
'The Secretary, : 7 HARBOUR.

Hongkong General Chamber of Commnerce, t_ : Horghong, Sobh Fhme; 1015

- = fir,—It has been represented to this Government that private un-
Heeased steam launches on occasion interfere with the legitimate trade
of vessels licensed to ply for hire in the harbour. There are 104 of such
unlicensed launches plying in the harbour at the present time and I
and directed to inquire whether your Committee see any objection to
their being required in future to procure licences under Part IX of the

Merchant Shipping Ordinance.—I am, ete.,

Hongkong, 7th July, 1913.
Bir,—1 have the honour to acknowledge the receipt of your letter
No. 89 in 12/13 of the 11th ult., enquiring whether this Chamber would
ba prepared to arrange for a Hongkong exhibit at the Bristol Interna-
tional Exhibition to be held during 1914.

i

My Committoe suggest that the Registrar General be instructed
to endeavour to secure the co-operation of Chinese dealers in Black-
wood, Silver, Ivory, etc., and to point out to them the advantages to : ; A. M. THOMSON, Colonial Secretary.
be gained by sending exhibits to this Exhibition and further that if it -
iz thought desirable to form a court representing the Colony, the i The Secretary,
exhibits now in the Hongkong Clourt at the Tmperial Instifute might 3 4 Hangkong General Gllamber of (Commmerce,
with advantage bs drawn ugon.

PRSI e
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Hongkong, 24th July, 1913.

8ir,—I have the honour to acknowledge the receipt of your letter of
20th June relating to unlicensed Steam launches interfering with the
legitimate trade of vessels licensed to ply for hire in the harbour.

On referring to Clause 37 (1) of the Merchant Shipping Ordinance
No. 10 of 1899 it appears to be unlawful for unlicensed vessels, under a
penalty of $500, to ply for hire in the waters of the Colony and it seems
to my Committee that if this Clause ig enforced by the Harbour
Authorities any such interference with the trade of licensed launches
would bo stopped.

Under the circumstances my Committee do not see that any necessity
ariseg for private unlicenssd steam launches being obliged to reg.ster,
cr obtain & license under the Ordinance ag suggested, and moreover they
are of the opinion that if all the private unlicensed launches are forced
to obtain licenses they will interfere with the trade of the licensed
vessels much more than can possibly be the case at present.

I am directed to express the thanks of the Committee to Iis
Fxcelloney the Governor for the opportunity given them of expressing
their views on the matter.—Yours, etc.,

A. R. LOWE, Acting Secretary.
The Honourable,
The Colonial Secretary.

s 8

FORMATION OF THE BANGKOK INTERNATIONAL CHAMBEKR
OF COMMERCE,
. Bangkok, 1st July, 1913
Sir,—I am instructed by my Committee to inform you of the forma

tion of the Bangkok International Chamber ’Of Comumerce, and to send
you the enclosed copy of the Rules and Byelaws.

The Room of the Chamber i3 open from to-day.

This Chamber will be glad to receive a copy of any publication you
may issue from time to time, a favour which this Chamber will
reciprocate as opportunity offers.—I am, ete.,

W. H. MUNDIE, Secretary.
The Secretary,

Chamber of Commerce,

Hongkong.
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THE BANGKOK INTERNATIONAL CHAMBER OF COMAMERCLE.

Rules and Regulations.

1. The Chamber shall be styled ¢ The Bangkok International Cham.
ber of Commerce.”

« 2. The object of the Chamber shall be to watch over and protect
the general interests of the trade of Siam, to collect information on all
matters of interest to the Mercantile Community, and to communicate
with Authorities and others thereupon ; to form a code of practice where.-
by the transactions of business may be simplified and facilitated ; to
receive references, and to arbitrate between disputants, the deceisions
in such references to be recorded for future use or guidance.

3. Merchants, Bankers, Shipowners, Representatives of Insurancs
and other Joint Btock Companies or Corporations, Brokers and ail
persons engaged or interested in the Commerce, Agriculture and
Mines of Siam shall be eligible for admission as Members in the manner
hereinafter described.

4. Candidates for admission must be proposed by one Member
of the Chamber and seconded by another. They shall be balloted for
by the Committes at their first meeting thereafter and a majority of
votes shall decide the election, but rpot less than five votes must be
polled for the Candidate up lor election. In the event of an un.
favourable ballot the Candidate may not be proposed again for election
until a period of six months shall have elapsed.

5. The Entrance Fee shall be Tes, 50/-. The Annual Subsecription
ghall be Tcs. 100/- per Member, payable half yearly in advance. Mem.
bers elected during the year shall pay a pro rata subscription for that
year.

6. Any Member desirous of withdrawing from the Chamber shall
give notice to the Secretary on or before 31st December, otherwise
to be liable for the following one year’s subscription.

7. Visitors to Bangkok interested in Commerce may becoms
Honorary Members for a period not exceeding three months on being
proposed by one Member of the Chamber and seconded by another.
Such propesal to be made in writing to the Secretary of the Chamber,
and the Honorary Membership to date from receipt of the proponsal by
the Secretary. The Committee may at their discretion elect Honorary
Members of the Chamber.

8. Honorary Members shall have no vote




68

T

9. The businzes and funds of the Chamber shall be managed by a
Committee to be elected by ballot at the Annnal General Meeting of
Members,

10. The Committee shall consist of not less than twelve and not
more than fifteen Members, who shall immediately after clection elect
three of their number as Chairman and Viee-Chairmen respectively of
the Chamber. The Committee shall hold office for one year, but should
the Members in Annual General Meeting omit, for any reasou, to elect
a new Committee the retiring Commdttee shall remain in office. No
two representatives of the same Member shall belong to the Committee.

11. 1If during the year a vacancy occurs, the remaining Members
of Committee may fill the same for the un~xpired portion of the year
urtil the next Annual General Meeting.

12. The Commitiee shall meet as often as necessary for the transac.
tion of business. Any Memper uot attending three consecutive Com-
mittee Meetings without a reasonable excuse shall cease to be a Mem-
ber of the Committee. In the case of the ncu-attendance of the Chair-
man and Vice-Chairmen, a Chairman shall be chosen by the Members
of the Committee present. The Secretary shall call a meeting of the
Committee at the request of any one member of the Committee, the
necgssary notice to be three days.

13. Five Members personally present shall form a quorum at Com-
mittee Meetungs.

14. The Committee shall have power to appoint Sub-Commitiees
for such purposes as may be deemed necessary, and if they think fit
to elect other Members of the Chamber to serve on such Sub-Committees,

15. The Committee shall have power to frame Bye-lawg consistent
with the objects of the Chamber, which shall at once come inty #orce,
hut must be presented for ¢onfirmation at the next ensuing Amnual
Genoral Meeting or Special General Meeting of the Chamber ; and much
Bye-laws shall be binding on all Members equally with the rules,

16. The funds of the Chamber shall be paid intc one of the Bsmks
under an account to be opencd by the Committee, and may he invesged
in such manner as may be considered advisable.

17. All cheques shall be signed by the Secretary of the Chamber,
and countersigned by the Chairman or one Vice-Chairman or in their
absence by one of the Committee. All disbursements shall be sanetioned
by the Committee at their Ordinary Meetings.—An account duly audited
shall be laid before the Annual General Meeting.
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18. A ysarly Report ot the Committee shall be eirculated and
after having been submitted to the Annual General Meeting shall be
printed together with the minutes of such Annual General Meeting.

19. A paid Secretary shall be appointed by the Committee.

20. The Annual General Meeting of the Chamber shall be held in
the month of February (or as soon thereafter as may be convenient) of
each year for the purpose of receiving the Committee’s Report, of re-
ceiving and passing the Accounte of the previous year, both of which
shall have been circulated at least five days previously, of electing the
Committee for the ensuing year, and of transacting general business.
All important questions affecting Biam and its commercial relations
with other countries may bs discussed at the Annual Meeting. Notice
of any proposition to be brought by Members before the Annual General
Meeting, shall be given to the Secretary at least five days before the
meeting, and the Secretary in the circular oi advertisement calling the
Meeting will state the propesition and by whom to be brought for-

ward.

91. The Committee may, whenever they think fit, or shall, upon
a requisition made in writing signed by at least six Members of the
Chamber, convene a Special General Meeting of the Chamber. Any
such requisition shall state the objects of the Meeting proposed to be
held, and upon receipt of such requisition the Committee shall forthwith
call a Special General Meeting tc be held not less than five days from
the date of the receipt of such requisition.

92.  All important questions brought before the Chamber affectirg
the trade of Siam shall be referred to a Special General Meeting to be
convened by the Committes,

23, At least five days’ notice either by advertisement or circular
shall be given of each Annual or Special General Meeting, and in the
case of the last the notice shall state the nature of the business for which

the Meeting is called.

94. At all General and Committee Meetings all questions shall be
dacided by a majority, the Chairman for the time being having a casting
vote besides his vote as an Ordinary Member ; and in the unavoidable
absence of the Chairman and Vige-Chairman, a Chairman for the
Mesting shall be chosen from among the Members present.

95, Voting by proxy or by Members whose subscriptions, fines,
&c., are three months in arrear shall not be allowed, nor shall moro
than one representative of a Member be entitled to vote on the same
occasion, but any number of representatives of a Member may attend
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General Meetings of the Chamber and take part in any discussicp that
may arise. Membars whose subscriptions, fines, &e., are twelve months
in arrear shall cease to be Members.

26. A person who holds the procuration of any verson, firm, com.
pany or corporation, a Member of the Chamber, and who to all intents
and purposes represents such person, firm, company or corpatation,
shall be permitted to vote in the name of such person, firm, company
or corporation, in the event of the absence of such person or of all the
partners of guch firm or of all the directors or managers of such cor.
poration or company. :

27. No business shall be transacted at any Gonsral Meeting unless
there be personally present at the time the Meeting proceeds to busi-
n8ss ten or more Members.

28. On all occasions a minerity on a division either at a General
Meeting or Committse Meeting shall have a right to state their reasons
of dissent in the record of the day’s proceedings, provided the same
be done within 48 hours after the close of tha meeting, and a certified
copy of the proceedings at such meeting shall be granted to such dis-
sentients if required.

29. In case the conduct of any Member shall in the opinion of the
Committee be injurious to the character or inberests of the Chamber,
the Committee may after due enquiry and after opportunity of mak-
ing his defence has been afforded to such Member, pass a Resolution for
the explusion of such Member from the Chamber, and such Resolution
ghall take effect after it has been communicated to the Members and
been passed at an Annual or Special General Meeting by a majority of
not less than two-thirds of those present and qualified to vote at such
& Meeting. '

30. The Rules of the Chamber sha’l not be repealed, added to, or
altered ex pt by a majority of at lezst two-thirds of those present
and qualified to vote at a Special Genernl Meeting (called for that ERr-
pose) a‘ter at least ten days’ notice h~a been given of the proposed
changea.

31. In the event of any question arising as to the construction or
application of the foregoing Rules, the Committee shall *3ve the power
to decide the same,

32, The Rules and 1 e-lawe shall be printed and a copy thereof
sha'* be furnished to every %Wi:mber,

BYE.-LAWS

i. The Umce shall be open daily from 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. and on
Saturdays from 10 a.m. to 1 _.m. Should any Member re~uire special
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information or access to the records of the Chamber he can obtain
same on request to the Secretary.

2. The Secretary shall attend all Meetings, keep a journal of all
proceedings, taks charge of all documents, keep the accounts of the
Chamber, collect Subscriptions and obtain Statistics of Trade, pre-
pare statements of Trade, conduct and keep copies of correspondence,
and attend to such other duties as may be required by the Committee.

3. All communications shall be received and answered through the
Chairman, Vice-Chairmen or Se¢retary.

4. No documents belonging to the Chamber shall be removed
without the consent of the Secretary and shall be returned within 24
hours or after such time as the Secretary may allow, nor shall any
minute of its proceedings be made public without the sanction of the
Committee,

5. In addition to the Entrance Fees and Subscriptions as provided
for by Rule 5, funds for the requirements of the Chamber may be raised
m the following manner:—

By the sale of Statements of Trade, by fees on Arbitration and
References, and by voluntary gifts and contributions either in money,
maps, books, or anything whick may be useful to the Chamber,

6 The Committee shall undertake the arbitration of any disputes
in commercial matters that may be submitted to them, and in such cases
shall appoint an arbitrator or arbitrators, and if necessury an umpire,
The Arbitrator (s) shall not proceed in any case until an arbitration
Bond has been signed by both parties binding themselves to abide by
and fulfil the decision of the Arbitration and until the fees be deposited
with the Secretary. The fees of the Arbitrators or Umpire to Mem.
bers shall be as follows:—For each Arbitrator or Umpire acting where
the matter at issue involves :(—

Any Sum up to Tes. 2500: ... PR N - PO U
do. above Tes, 2500: & up to Tes. 5000: Tes. 30:
do. Tes. 5000: do. Tes. 10000: Tes. 60:
do. Tcs. 10000:  do. Tes. 20000: Tes. 100:
do. Tes. 20060: do. Tes. 50000: Tes. 150:
do. Tes, 50000: subject to special arrangement by

the Committee.

Pergons not Members of the Chamber ghall pay an additional 50%.
A copy of all decisions in such arbitrations shall be deposited with the
Secretary of the Chamber for Record. 10% of all arbitration fees shall
bLe paid to the Chamber and the balance & the Arbitrator(s).
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e 7. In the event of dny question as to the construction or applica-
tioni of these Bye-laws, the Committee shall have power to decide the
game. ) i

Hongkong, 9th September, 1913,

Dear Sir,—I am directed to acknowledge receipt of your letter of
1st July announcing the formation of the Bangkok International Cham-
ber of Commerce and have to thank you for the copy of rules enclrsed.

My Committee desire me to express their good wishes for the future
prosperity of your Chamber and to assure your Committee that they
will be glad at all times to co-operate in matters having for their object
the furtherance of commercial interests of the Ports of Bangkok and
- Hongkong.

Copies of the Fortnightly Market Report issued by this Chamber
during the Current Year have been despatched together with the Annual
Report for 1912.

Further publications will be sent you as issued, and I shall be
pleased to receive similar publications issued by your Chamber.—I am,
etc., ’ '

-A. R. LOWE, Acting Secretary.
The Secretary,
Bangkok International Chamber of Commerce,
Banglok,

Lo}

NEW REGULATIONS GOVERNING THE ADMITTANCE OF
EASTERN ALIENS INTO THE WESTERN RESIDENCY
OF BORNEO.

Hongkong, 11th August, 1913,

Her Netherland Majesty’s Consul General for South-China at
Hongkong has the honour to draw the attention of those concerned to
the new Netherland-Indian Ordinance of the 14th July 1913 (N. I.
Government Gazette No. 454) regulating the landing and admittance of

Fastern aliens in the Western Residency of Borneo, the contents of
which ordinance are almost identical to the regulations regarding the

landing and admittance of Netherland subjects and sliens in Java and
Madura, . ) 7 M
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The only place, where Eastern aliens are allowed to disembark in
the Western Residency of Borneo, is the port of Pontianak and the
permit for landing has been fixed at 25 guilders, which are refunded
if the person concerned, is not admitted and also, on application, if
he leaves the Residency within 6 menths,

Every ship, which disembarks Hastern aliens in the Western

Residency of Borneo, is responsible for the fee and fines falling on the
passenger, who violates the regulations regarding landing.

The new Ordinance comes into operation on the 1st October, 1813.
de BREUS, H. N. M’s Consul General

To the Hongkong General Chamber of Comnmerce,
Hongkong.

Hongkong, 9th September, 1913.

Sir,—I have the honour to acknowlege with thanks receipt of your letter
of 11th ult., setting out the New Regulations with reference to the
Landing and Admittance of Eastern Aliens in the Westerv. Residency
of Borneo which information has been placed before my Committee.--

I have, etc.,
A. BR. LOWE, Acting Secretary.

The Consul General,
For Netherlands India.

D *4

INTERNATIONAL ARBITRATION.

The London Chamber of Commerce (Incorporated),
July 17th, 1913.

Dear Sir,—I am desired to send you, as one of the bodies repre.
sented at the Fifth International Congress of Chambers of Commerce.
and Commercial and Industrial Associations held at Boston last year
the enclosed copy of a resolution on the above subject which was
adopted by my Council at its last meeting on the motion of Sir John
Bingham, Bart.

Having regard to the enthusiastic reception accorded to the pro-
posal when it was brought forward at the Boston Congress, my Council
feels justified in again bringing the matter to your notice, and in urging
that no opportunity should be lost of educating public opinion in
favour of Arbitration as a solution of International controversies, either
between private people of different nations, or between Governments. '
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I shall be obliged if you will kindly bring this matter before yout
Council, and am desired to express the hope that your Chamber (or
Associatiou) will be prepared to use its influence in the direction in-

dicated in the resolution, and to favour me with a reply in due course.
—Yours, ecte.,

 CHARLES E MUSGRAVE, Secretary.
The Secretary,
Chamber of Commerce,
Hongkong.

Resolution adopted by tha Fifth International Congress of Chambers
of Commerce and Commercial and International Associations, Boston,
U.8.A., September, 1912, as propused by the President M. Canon le Grang
aud seconded by Sir John E Bingham, Bart ; (London Chamber) :—

The Congress aflirms its desire to see convened ag soon a-
possible a number of Official International Conferences,
assuring between nations the existence of arbitral juris.
diction in the widest sense of the term and such as may
assure an equitable solution of all International contro.
versies, either between private people of different nations
or between Governments, and agrees to the principle of a
combination of nations, when and where possible, to en-
deavour to prevent the atrocities of war,

Resolution adopted by the Council of the London Chamber of
Commerce, June, 1613 :—

THAT a letter be addressed to each of the Chambers of Com-
merce and commercial bodies represented at the Fifth In-
ternational Congress of Chambers of Commerce and Com-
mercial and Industrial Associations, urging their continued
adhesion to the principle of the resolution adopted at that
Congress in favour of ‘“Arbitration as a solution of In-
ternational controversies, either between private people of
different nations or between Governments,” especially in
view of the publicity given to the matter in the Press and
in other directions ; further that the Chambers of Commerce
and other commercial bodies concerned be invited to in-
dicate in what direction they will be prepared to ventilate
the question and to influence commercial opinion in the
desired direction, :

Rk
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Hongkong, 12th September, 1913
Dear Sir,——I am directed to acknowledge receipt of your letter of
17th July last enclosing copies of Resolutions passed at the 5th Inter-
nafional Congress of Chambers of Commerce and Commercial and In.

dustrial Associations, and by your Council on the subject of Inter-
naticnal Arbitration.

The papers were laid before my Commitbee at their last Meeting
and I am instructed to inform you that they are fully in sympathy with
the principle involved and will do all in their power to further and
support it as occasion arises.—Yours, etc.,

A. B. LOWE, Acting Secretary.
The Secretary,
The London Chamber of Clommerce,
London.

Gha.mbér of Commerce of the State of New York,

December 5th, 1913,
Dear Sir,—By direction of the Chamber of Commerce of the State of
New York, I am sending to you herein a report adopted by the Chamber
at its meeting held December 4th, 1613 submitting the outline of a plan
for international arbitration of commercial disputes between individuals.

The Chamber directed that this suggested plan be submitted to the -
leading Chambers of Commerce throughout the world with the request
that they give due consideration to the proposals.

We would be greatly pleased if you would take this matter up at
your convenisnce and g.ve us the benefit of your judgment as to whether
the establishment of some such system as is proposed in this report
would be practicable and advisable.—Yours, ete.,

SERENO 8, PRATT,

Becretary.
The Secretary,

Chamber of Commerce, Hongkong,

INTERNATIONAL COMMERCIAL ARBITRATION.

Charles L. Bernheimer, Chairman of the Committee on Arbitration,
presented the following report at the October meeting and moved thai
it be printed in the Bulletin, and considered by the Chaimnber at its
regular meeting in December.
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To the Chamber of Commerce:

The spread of the idea of Commercial Arbitration is most encourag-
ing to your Committee. Out of iaformal and occasional arbitration of
individual disputes, there Lave sprung cavefully organized systems of
mercantile arbitration under the auspices of Chambers of Commerce.
There is now developing another and still greater conception—that of
the arbitration of disputes between merchants living in different coun-
tries in such a way tbat a decision rendered in one country would bs
aceepted and upheld in anothe~. At the Tifth International Congress
of Chambers of Commerce, Mr. Eugeniug H. Outerbridge, at the request
ot your Committee, took with him for formal presentation a paper on the
valus of International Arbitration between Individuals. Since then twg

significant events have taken place.

The following resolution was adopted by the International Congress'
of Chambers of Commerce and Clommercial and Industrial Associations
at Boston in September, 1812, (Proposed by the President M. Canon La
Orand and seconded by Sir John I. Bingham, Bart. of the London

Chamber).

“The Congress affirms its desire to see convened as soon as possible
a number of Official International Conferences, assuring between nations
the existence of arbitral jurisdiction in the widest sense of the term
and such as may assure an equitable solution of all international con-
troversies, either between private people of different nations or between
governments, and agrees to the principle of a combination of nations,
when and where possible, to endeavour to prevent the atrocities of war.”

In June 1913, the Council of the London Chamber of Commerce
adopted the following:

“That a letter be addressed to each of the Chambers of Commerce
gnd commercial bodies represented at the Fifth International Congress
of Chambers of Commerce and Commercial and Industrial Assoeiations,
urging their continued adhesion to the principle of the resolution adopted
at that Congress in favour of ‘Arbitration as a solution of international
controversies, either between private pecople of different nations o
between governments,” especially in view of the publicity given to ths
matter in the Press and in other directions; further that the Chambers
of Commerce and other commercial bodies concerned be invited to
indicate in what direction they will be prepared to ventilate the question
aud to influence commercial epinion in the desired direction.”

The time seems opportune for giving nore detailed thought to
prictical methods and also to a securing of a wider consideration ang

discussion of the mactter.

Al
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Accordingly your Committee with the co-operation of Mr. Julius
Henry Cohen, a member of the New York Bar and of the American Bar
Association, has drafted the bare outlines of a Plan for International
Q‘ommerciai Arbitration, which it suggests be transmitted to the
important Chambers cf Commerce of the world for diseussion and
criticism. In this way your Committee believes that some plan Gf
not the precise one submitted by your Committee, then it is hoped a
better one) will eventually be worked out. The opportunity offered is
a notable one. Business men are becoming more and more conscious o.HE
1?. pervading spirit of fair play and gocdwill amaong the men o2
mf_iu-ence in all commercial communities. The problem is to put this
spirit into thp relationship between business men at o time when it i
most useful, namely when a controversy has arisen between two business
men requiring the judgment of a third. Rarely has an opportunity
to this Chamber been offered, promising so much in constructive and
practical work for mankind generally.

Your commitéee offers the following resolution and moves  its
adoption:

Resolved, That this report and the accompanying suggested plan be
transmitted to the leading Chambers of Commerce throughout the world
and also to the Permannent Committee of the Iuternational Congress
of Chambers of Commerce with the request that they give due
congideration to the proposals. " .

Respectfully submitted,

(Signed,) CHARLES L. BERNHEIMER,
FRANK A, FERRIS,
ALGERNON 8. FRISSELL,
ALFRED ROMER,
FRANK H. DODD,
Wu. HARRIS DOUGLAS,
- J. HOWARD COWPERTHWAIT,
Committee 0w

Arbitration,
New York, September 29, 1913.

[ —

OUTLINE OF A PLAN FOR INTERNATIONAL COMMERCIAL
ARBITRATION.
Bubmitted to the Chambers of Commerce of the world, for considera.

tion and criticism, by the Committee on Arbitation of the Chamber
of Commerce of the State of New York.
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I. In all contracts between merchants of internaltional communities
there should be inserted a standard clause, to the effect that in the

event of controversy concerning interpretation of the terms of the
contract, or performance thereof, such controversy shall be submitted

tn the Arbitration Tribunal of a Chamber of Commerce, Merchants’'

Ajssociation, Board of Trade or Llxchange named in the contract.

II. In each important commercial community there should be
selected one or more organizations such as a Chamber of Commercs,
Board of Trade, Merchants’ Asscciation or Exchange of high standing
or moral influence, which will take responsibility for the maintenance
of a system of commercial arbitration for the disposition of controversies
arising either between merchants of its own community or between such
merchants and foreigners, 4

TII. Such Chambers, Board, Associations, or XKxchanges shall
exchange international agreements, by which they will agree to enforce
to the full extent of their influence the awards mads by any other
tribunal of a party to the agreement. And as courts of law of
countries at peace with cach other give full faith and credit to the
judgments and decrees ¢f any courfs having jurisdiction, so such
Chambers, Boards, Associations or Exchanges signatory to such agree-
ments shall give full faith and credit to the awards of tribunals of
arbitration maintained by each other.

1V. Where legal proceedings are not practicable, the Chamber,
Board, Association or Exchange in the district of the residence of th:
party against whom the award is made, shall endeavor to enforce the
award in the following manner :

It shayl first bring to the attention of the party against whom the
award is made the fact of the award.

If he shall fail to coxﬂp]y therewith, it shall prefer a complaint
against him to any organized trade association of which he is a member,
and shall follow up such charges to the full extent of its power.

A monthly Bulletin should be published under the auspices of all
of the Chambers in which should ke given a resume of such decisions
as shall have been rendered by the tribunals of the various Chambers,
and in which shall be published a list of the awards made, together
with the results of such awards.

1t shall transmit to all other Chambers the firm name of any party
refusing to comply with the award, with a statement of the reasons,
it any, given by him for such refusal.
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V. If the party securing an award shall so desiie, he may designats
ag his agent the Chamber, Board, Assuclation or Exchange in the
jurisdiction of the party against whom the award is .nade to bring such
legal proceedings as may by practicable for the due enforcement of
the award.

VI. When a dispute shall arise over a contract containing a clause
as is suggested in “I."" either of the disputants may bring the matter to
the attention of the tribunal specified in the contract. The tribunal
shall thereupon notify the other party to the dispute and shall hear
the cause. The party notified may appear in person or by proxy. If
duly notified and he shall default in appearance, then the tribunal shall
hear the parly complaining and may in its discretion make award. If
either side so desire he may submit the matter in writing,

VII. TIf the controversy involves merchandise, the tribunal of ths
place at which the merchandise is located may sell it, under suitatle
rules and regulations established for the government of such sales, and
full eredit for the proceeds of such sale shall be given to the party
entitled thereto.

VITII. The treaties shall contain suitable rules aud reculations fer
the taking of testimony in writing botween the parties, and for ths
hearing of the parties either orally or in writing, as shall be most
convenient. The treaties shall also contain su’table rules and regulaticns
covering the payment of expenses and fees of the arbitrators.

IX. The parties may designate in the contract the place whosa
laws, custems and usages shall govern in the event of controversy;
hut if no place be so designated, the contract shall be interpreted
neeording to the laws, customs and usages of the place where the contract
was made.

NOTES.

I 8Such clauses as these are inserted now in some traca contracts.

1I. The importance of selecting in each community the Chamber,
lcard of Trade, Assoriation or Ixchange is obvious. It must be one
of standing and responasibility, and make the awards of its avbitration
sribunal respected.

III. 'The importance of agreements lies in the assurance of comity
between Chambers, ete.,, of recognized standing. A judgment of a
court of rocord is given full faith and eredic by the international traatics
of nations. Why should not merchants give full faith and credit to the
judgments of the tribunals which they thomselves dosignate and
regpect |



-

70
v

IV. This provision is based ugon the theory that the man who will
permit an award to go unobserved is not entitled to the credit of his
follow-men ; yeb it gives him full protection if he is justified.

V. In many States of the United States the award of the arbitra-
tos is made the basis of a judgment duly entered in a court of record,
and enforceable as such. (See Hand Brok, Chamber of Commerce,
State of New York.) Where analogous provisions exist, the suggestion
iz that the tribuna' making the award should follow it up.

VI. This provizion insures against the absentee blocking the award
by remaining absent.

VII. The amount of the controversy is really the difference between
the original amount and the value of the goods as they stand at the
place of controversy. By dicposing of the goods, the amount of the
controversy is reduced to its lowest terms,

VIII. Testimory in other countriss may be necessars The ex-
pense ig ailmost prohibitive in some legal proceedings. It . hould he
done by such tribunals as are here proposed with much less formality
and expense. '

IX. This would make certain that the parties would consider in
advance what customs or usages they desire should govern in sase of
controversy. :
GENERAL.,

Thig is a meve outline draft presented for the consideration and
criticism of commercial bodies throughout the world. Counter-sug-
gestions will ba gladly enterained

The report was received with applause, and Mr, Bernheimer’s motion
was ndopled.

-

TIN TRADE BETWEEN THE STRAITS AND CHINESE PORTZ.
Chamber of Commerce,
Penang, 20th August, 1913
Dear Sir,—We have honour to inform you that we have received
lately several enquiries from various quarters with regard to the ship-
ment of refined Straits Tin to Chinese Ports and inter alia the following
aguestions have been raised.
1. Is it for ecnsuinption in China?
2. TIs it mixed with Chinese tin?
3. Ts it re-exported from China to the United States of
America :
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We onclose herewith copy of the tesolution that has been adopted
by the Tin Committee of the New York Metal Exchange and shall be
obliged if you will submit these questions to your Committee and advise
us of their reply.—We are, cte.,

BROWN, PHILLIPS & STEWART, Secretaries.
The Secretary,
Chamber of Commerce,
Hongkong.

e

NEW YORK METAL EXCHANGE.

C. Mayer,
Secretary,
New Yorlk,
Resolution adopted by the Tin Committee of the
New York Metal Exchange.

May oth, 19i3.

WHEREAS :—1It is reported to the Tin Committee, of the New York
Metal Exchange, by various members of the Exchang.e dealing.in
Straits Tin, that they are in receipt of numerous compl_amts'; regarding
the quality of same, said complaints s.-lleg%ng ‘that the ’_I‘m (fr;ptent
frequently runs below 993% ; that even when the Tin content is sufficiently
high, the guality of the metal is deteriorated by undue p.erc'.ffnta,ges
of either Lead, Antimony, Copper, Iron, Arsenic or other ob]ectm.na.b{e
impurities ; that the Tin i3 excessively dirty and seruffy, compelling it
to' be drossed before using, with resultant expense and loss, etc., and

Whereuas :—1It ig further alleged that Tin frequently runs short in
weight, and
Whereas :—It is further alleged that the Tin is so illegibly marked

and branded ag to make difficult of identification, not only the
gifferent parcels, but the identity of the Tin itself as Straits Tin; and

Whereas —It is especially alleged that this lack of plain, con-

icuous and irremovable brands or marks on the Tin, ic}entifying it as
gﬁ':;ts Tin, has enabled she substitution of other and inferior brands

of Tin in place of Straits Tin, to the great detriment of the trade, and
the great injury of the reputation of Straits Tin, now, therefore,

Be Tt Resolved, that these complaints be called to the attention of
producers of Tin in the Btraits, and that they be requested to take
such steps as in their jndgment seem necessary and proper to remedy

the same; and,
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Be It Further Resolved, that for this purpose, the Secretary of the :

Exchange is hereby directed to send a copy of this resolution and ac-
companying preamble, to the various producers of Tin in the Straits,
and such other sources as may facilitate appropriate action thereon,

Hongkong, 3rd October, 1913.

Bir,—With reference to your letter of 20th August on the above
subject I am directed by my Committee to supply you with the following
information which has been obtained from four reputable firms in this
Oolony engaged in the Tin business whose opinions are ear-marked
A, B, C and D respectively.

A. Straits Tin is imported by Chinese dealers in Hongkong when

its price is cheaper than Chinese Tin.

(1) It is for consumption in China, i.e., Shanghai, Foochow and
Chaochowfu.

(@) It is mixed with Chinese Tin,

(3) It is not re-exported from China to the United States of
Amaerica.
B Straits Tin which has lately been considerably cheaper than the
Tin produced in China has been imported.
(1) Partly for consumption in China.
(2) Almost always mixed with Chinese Tin.

(3) Sometimes re-exported in this condition as Chinese Tin. -

C. (1) Straits Tin is used for consumption in China to make joss
papur, domestic articles and articles to be placed on the altar.

(2) Straits Tin is sometimes mixed with China Tin i.e., if Hong-
kong is well stocked with Tin of low quality which does not
contain 96%, Straits Tin will be mixed to bring the Hong-

kong Tin up to 96%. The same is the case with Hongkong *

Tin of 989% 99% purity.

(3) Straits Tin in the original state and form has never been
exported from Hongkong either to America or to Rurope
but only mixed with China Tin.

D. Tor about eight years back, Straits Tin has not been imported
into this Colony to any appreciable extent owing to its high
price.
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It is reported in the local market that owing to the high
price of Kwongsai Tin, certain Chinese Firms lately imported
200 to 300 ingots of Straits Tin which was doubtless used for
assimilation of the Chinese Product.

(1) Not generally.

(2) Yes, we believe it is, for the purpose of increasing the per-
centage of China Tin of lower grade. It is re-smelted and
mixed with China Tin and made into smaller ingots—
(the Standard size) for re-export.

(3) Tt is re-expurted (After being re-smelted and mixed with
Ohina Tin, as indicated in the preceding answer) to Furcpe,
the U.8. of America, and North of China,

My Committee trust that the foregoing information, for which they
of course accept no responsibility, will assist you in dealing with the

guestions raised.—I am, etc.,
E. A. M. WILLTAMS, Secretary

The Secretary,
Chamber of Commeres,
Peanang.

Penang, 20th October, 1915,

Sir,—We have to acknowledge receipt of your letter of the 3rd instant
and to inform you that it was submitted to a Meeting of the Committee
held on the 13th instant and we were instructed to tender you their
thanks for your trouble and courtesy ‘n the matter.—We have, ete.,

BROWN, PHILLIPS & STEWART,

oo Secretaries

The Secretary,
Hongkong Chamber of Commerce,
Hongkong.

WIRELESS STATION FOR HONGKONG,
Hongkong, 11th September, 1913.
Rir,—With reference to the correspondence which has pagsed between

this Chamber and the Government during the past 2% years as to the
pressing need for a suitable Wireless Telegraph Station bzing erected
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in this Colony in order to enable vessels at Sea to communicate with
Hongkong, I am directed by my Committee $% ask if any further in-
formation has been received from the Secretary of State for the Colonies
on this subject. '

The arguments in favour of the erection of a commercial wireless
station are well understood and need not here be recapitulated ; they
were however fully set forth in my letter of 25th April, 1911,

I would specially beg to bring to your recollection your letter of
16th December, 1912, {No. 1400/1910) the final paragvaph of which reads
as follows i —

“His Excellency the Governor now proposes to ask the
““ Seeretary of State to call for tenders, through the Crown
“ Agents for the Clolonies, for a 5 kilowatt station.”

and would ask if the Hongkeng Government i in a position o make
any further statement on the subject and whether they can assure us
that the desired steps are being taken to carry out this important work,

As’we are now situated the Hongkong Shipping Qommunity is still
dependent upon such Merchant vessels equipped with wireless installa-
tions as may be in the Harbour for sending and receiving messages to
and from ships at sea. And it not infrequently happens that for
several days consecutively no such vessels are in Port.

Vessels to the South are thus cntively cut off from any communica-
tion w.th Hongkong. while those to the North are dependent upon the
good offices of the Formosan Government who occasionally pick up
messages and transimit them to us by cable via Foochow.

This iz of course a most unsatisfactory state of affairs and one
which reflects adversely on a port wiich in point of tomuage ranks as
second in ths world.

The prevalence of so much bad weather in the neighbourhood dur-
ing so large a portion of the year, as caused by the typhoon season in the
Bummer and strong gales during the Winter months, renders the need
for a wicaless station of even greater importance here than possibly
at many other large shipping centres.

I am further directed o take this opportunity of again drawing
your attention to the urgent need of a wireless station being set up on
the Pratas Islands and trust that an early opportunity will be taken by
H.M. Government of again pressing this upon the Chinese Authorities

My Committee would beg that His Excellency will again bring this
most important question to the notice of the Seoretary of State and

R
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trust that at al’ avents before another typhoon season is upon us w2
may see a suitable wireless station set up in this Colony.—I have, ete.,

A. R. LOWE, Acting Secretary.
The Honourable, The Colonial Secretary.

[

- Colenial Becretary’s Office,
Hongkong, 15th September, 1913.

fir,—% am directed to acknowledge the receipt of'ycur.le’nter of the
11th September in which you ask if any further information has b_een
received from the Secretary of State for the Colonies on the subject
of the proposed Commercial Wireless Telegraphic Station at Hengkong,

9. There has been no recent communication from the Secretary of
State on this subject, but as the Crown Agents for the Colonies were
instructed iﬁ December last to call for tenders for the erection of the
installation it is reasonable to suppose that there will be no great delay

in carrying out the work.
3. A copy of your letter is being sent to the Becretary of State.—

I am, etc.,
A. M. THOMSON, Colonial Seeratary

The Secretary, :
Hongkong General Chamber of Coinmerce.

b4

CLAIMS ¥OR SHORT-LANDED CARGO FROM UNITED
KINGDOM, CONTINENT AND UNITED STATES OF AMERICA.

L Hongkong, September 25th, 1913.

Dear Sir,—As we are always having misunderstandings with the
Steamshin Cémpanies over short-landed cargo, and to the payments
thereof, in case of non-delivery, we would ask you to kindly lay before
your Committee to see whether such practice could not be stopped, and
furthermore to fix a time in which short-delivery of cargs is to be met.

The reason for our applying to you is obvious, in ‘certain cases
drafts for gocds sold and to be delivered, were paid for, and on applying
for delivery, part of the cargo and in some cases fully 30% short-landed,
and naturally claims were presented aud buyers were paid for in full at
time of non-delivery, and importers in many cases have to wait six to
eight'; months before their claims are passed for payment.
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We can point out that in several cases goods were imported from the
United States, in which claims were made for non-delivery of cargo,
owing probably to the steamer having landed the cargo elsewhere, and
the said ship having arrived from the North and going Southward and
having returned, without having delivered the cargo, claims were not
met.

Under the circumstances, Merchants and Importers are at the mercy
of the Steamship Cos. and furthermore freight for said merchandise is
paid on delivery of Bills of Lading. i

Trusting your Committee will be able to solve to the satisfaction of
all concerned, and awaiting your reply.—We remain, ete.,

JORGE & CO.
The Secretary,
The Hongkong Chamber of Commerce,

Hongkong, 3rd October, 1913.

Dear Sirs,—My Committee have carefully considered your letter of
25th ult., with reference to claims for short-landed cargo from the
United Kingdom, the Continent of Europe, and the United States of
America, and I am directed to request you to be good enough to state
specifie cases where the inconvenience complained of has oceurred.—
Yours, ete.,

E. A, M. WILLTIAMS,

Secretary
Messrs. Jorge & Co.,

Hongkong.
Hongkong, Octoher 6th 1913,
Dear Sir,—In reply to your request for specific cases in which claimsg
kave been presented to the steamer’s agents for non-delivery® of cargo
and nobt promptly met, we append below several cases which oceasioned
us considerable inconvenience,

Thanking you for the trouble you have taken on our behalf.—We
remain, ete., i

JORGE & CO,
Becretary,

The Hongkong Chamber of Commerce,
Date of arrival.
8/s *‘Inwverclyde ” 6/2/1913 claim presented on 21/2/1913
8/s ““Cily of Baroda ' 6/4/1913 ,, " s 15/5/1913
8/s “‘ Bwazi " 2/6/1913 - W 23/7/1913

L h"‘p:-’&'. ! _4 JE JIA,I‘.'

i
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Hongkong, 6th October, 1913.

Dear Sirs,—I have for acknowledgﬁlent your letter of date with
reference to claims for shori-landed cargo and have to thank you for
the information contained therein,

I would be glad if you will advise me of the period covered between
the date of presentation of claims and the date of seftlement of the
three cases cited by you.—Yours, efc.,

E. A, M, WILLIAMS,
Secretary.
Messry, Jorge & Co.,
Hongkong.

Hongkong, 6th October, 1913,

Dear Sir,—In reply to your letter of even date, we have to inform
you thaﬁ the three specific cases mentioned by us, have so far not been
sottled by the steamship agents.—Yours, etc., g

JORGE & €O,
Secre-tary,
" The Hongkong Chamber of Commerce.

Hongkong, 25th October, 1913.

Dear Sirs,—My Committec have now considered your letters of
Qeptember 25th, and October 6th, (2) relative to claims for Short-landed
Cargo and alleged unreasonable delay in making payments therefor.

My Committee is of opinion that as regards the regular lines of
Steamship Companies the payment of claims is reasonably prompt and
no real ground for complaint exists,

Unless a more general feeling of dissatisfaction among Consighees
is voiced, my Committee regrets it can take no steps in the matter.—I
am, etc., i

E. A. M. WILLTAMS,
Secretary.

Messrs. Jorge & Co.,
Hongkong.
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UNIVERSAL 1914 EXHIBITION AT NOTTINGHAM.

Dear Bir,—I have pleasure in enclosing herewith a prospectus of
the Universal Exhibition to be held at Nottingham in 1914 and would
call your attention o the exceptional opportunity which will he afforded
manufacturers of displaying their goods to a large and prosperous
community.,

I should be obliged if you would bring the prospecsus to the notice of
those of your members who are now, or who intend fo become, exporters
to England, i

I shall be very pleased to send you more copies should you require
them ; or if you would be good enough to furnish me with the names and
addresses of those interested, I will mail them copies direct. Thanking
you in anticipation.—Yours, elc.,

R. A. NECKLIE,
Director of Foreign Exhibita,

- The Secretary,
Hongkong General Chamber of Commerce,

Hongkong, 29th October, 1913,

Dear Sir,—I beg to acknowledge receipt of your letter and pros-
poctus of the Universal Exhibition to be held at Nottingham in 1914.

My Committee desire me to convey the Chamber’s good wishes for
the success of the Exhibition and to inform you that we will be pleased
to give publicity to a;n‘w} literature you may from time to time issue for
the purpose of advertising the Exhibition and in this connection shall
be glad to receive six coples more of the prospectus.

1 am algo to inform you that the correspondence has been referred
Yo the Association of Exporters and Dealers of Hongkong.—I am, ete.,

E, A. M. WILLIAMS,
Secretary.
The Director of Foreign Exhibits,

Universal 1914 Exhibition,
Nottingham,

B Y
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Hongkong, 29th October, 1913.

Dear Sir,—~My Committee have pleasure in submitting for the
consideration of your Association the attached correspondence and
Prospectus received from the Director of Foreign Exhibits, Universal
1914 Exhibition, Nottingham, which kindly return when dealt with.—
Yours, ete.,

E. A, M. WILLIAMS,
Secretary.
The Secretary,
Association of Exporters and Dealers of Hongkong,
Honghkong. '

Hongkong, 25th November, 1918.

Dear §ir,—My Committee have considered your letter of 28th ult.,
and enclosures from the Director of Foreign Exhibits, Universal 1914
Exhibition Nottingham, and are of opinion that the Exhibition would
be of no practical value to exporters of Chinese Produce, besides which
the outlay would be too heavy to warrant this Association’s participa-
tion,

I return herewith the enclosures to your letter and am desired by

my Committee to thank you for your courtesy in referring the matter to
them.—Yours, ete.

E. A, M. WILLIAMS,

Secretary.
The Secretary,
Hongkong General Chamber of Commerce.
Hongkong.

A 1.

PROPOSED SCALE OF WEIGHTS OF ANCHORS AND LENGTHS
OF CABLES TO BE CARRIED BY NATIVE CRAFT AND
LIGHTERS FOR USE IN THE WATERS OF THE
COLONY.

Colonial Secretary’s Office,
Hongkong, 17th October, 1913.

Bir,—I am directed to transmit for the consideration of your Committes
the enclosed copy of a minute by the Harbour Master in which he
suggests that junks, lighters and cargo boats should be made to carry
proper and eflicient anchors and cables.
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9. Hig Fxcellency the QOfficer Administering the Goverpmer4 would
be glad to be favoured with the opinion of your Committee vpon the
proposal.—I am, ete.,

R. H. CROITON,
for Colonial Secretary.

The Seczstary,
Hongkong General Chamber of Commerce

Hengkong, 11th Oectober, 1913,

It has recently oszcurred to me that it is very desirable that
gome steps be taken, in the interests of safety, to ensure that proper and
efficient anchors and cables ars carried in junks, lighters and cargo boats.

This affects not only the safety of thes~ vessels themselves, but that
of others in the vicinity. In every typhoon which visits the Colony,
amore damage ig done in the harbour and typhoon refuges by vessels
~ dragging and colliding with others than by any cther means. In the
typhoon of 18th September three of the Harbour vepartment launches
were considerably knocked about by junks drifting down on top of them,
That all native craft habitually use anchors ¢ insufficieny weight is well
known ; they seem to trust more to the form of the anchor than to ite
weight, but the anthors they use seldom hold them

There is no scale laid down at home for anchors and chains to be
used in ships of various sizes. Indeed, there are no regulations on the
subject except for ships‘holdiﬂg passenger certificates, in whose case
the surveyor has to certify that the anchors and cables are suffecient, but
he has nothing but his experience to guide him: I can see no reason
why we should not lay down a scale for native craft and lighters, for
use in the Colony. The Jovernment Marine Surveyor is now drawinug
up such a scale.—Yours, etc.,

BASIL TAYLOR,
Harbour Master

The Honourable,
The Colonial Secretary.
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Hongkong, %8th October, 1913.

Bir,—I have placed before my Committee your letter of 17th instant,
covering a Minute of the Harbour Master containing a proposal that
junks, lighters, and cargo boats should be made to carry proper and
efficient anchora and cables.

2. Before expressing an opinion upon an innovabion which may be
desirable but which may have far reaching results my Committee would
prefer to examine the scale which is now being drawn up by the Govern-
ment Marine Surveyor.

3 I am directed to express my Committee’s appreciation of His
Excellency’s courtesy in referring the matter to them.—I have, etc.,
E. A, M. WILLIAMS,
Secretary.
The Honourable,
The Celonial Seeretary.

Colonial Secretary’s Office,
Hongkong, 22nd November, 1913,
8ir,—As requested in your letter of 28th October, I am directed to
transmit for the information of your Committee the enclosed copy of a
minute by the Government Marine Surveyor with scale attached.—I am,

ete.,
R. H. CROFTON,

for Colonial Secretary.

The Becretary,
Hongkong General Chamber ofi Commerce,

ANCHORS AND CABLES FOR CARGO BOATS AND LIGHTERS.

Hongkong, 21st November, 1913.

Having in view the deficient ground tackle fitted on board
these vessels, the dragging of anchors, damage to vessels and danger
to lifs consequent on these collizions, especially in crowded shelters
during typhoon weather, I would submit that vessels of the Chinése
junk and square-sterned types be fitted with at least one anchor of
the ordinary iron stock type and with chain cable of the weights and
dimensions tabulated underneath. The anchors and cables should be
properly tested and additional tc those on board. In the tables the
fength of vessel measured is from the fore part of stem or forward
transom to the after part of siern-post or stern transom, as the vessel ia
fitted with stem and sternpost or transoms.
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weight of anchor (which includes #he

Length of vessel is in feet, : ; :
le in fathoms and diameter in fractiong

stock) is in pounds, length of cab

of an inch.
Junk Cargo Boat Type.
Cable.
Length of Anchor.

Vessel. Length. Diam.
20 60 30 s
25 ' 70 30 5
30 80 30 5
35 90 30 18
40 112 30 135
45 140 43 s
50 140 45 %
55 210 45 T
60 210 45 o
65 280 60 5
70 350 60 i%
75 350 60 16
80 ) 420 75 13

Square Endled Lighters.
30 112 30 5
a5 140 45 16
40 168 45 ole
45 210 45 s
50 252 45 5
55 280 60 1193;
60 - 350 60 14

JAMES MACUDONALD,
Govt. Marine Surveyor.

NS,

Hongkong, 22nd December, 1913,

8ir,—I have the honour to acknowledge the receipt of your letter
of 22nd ultimo, covering a Scale of Weights of Anchors and ]engtl?s of
(ables, prepared by the Government Marine Surveyor, on t}:Ee basm.of
which it is proposed to bring a regulation into force compelling Native
Craft and Lighters to carry, for use within the Waters of the Colony,

Anchors and Cables of an approved type.
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My Committee have carvefully considered this question, and are of
opinion that some such regulation is desirable,

The scale as submitted seems reasonable but my Committee would
suggest that a penalty be imposed on Craft, where accidents ocecur
through not using the prescribed heavy ground tackle.

I am directed to express my Committee’s appreciation of His
Excellency’s courtesy in again referring the matter to them.—I have,

ete.,

E. A, M. WILLIAMS,
Becretary.
The Honourable,
The Colonial Secretary.

i cn

Hongkong, 22na January, 1914.

Sir,—Referring to your letter of the 22nd December, . am directed
to state that on further consideration this Grovernment is not satisfied
that sufficient grounds exist for the compelling of junks, cargo-boats,
and similar vessels to carry anchors and cables of an approved type.

2. There are no regulationg in the United EKingdom as to the
anchors and chains to be carried by vessels of various sizes, except in
the case of vessels holding passenger certificates, though it is perhaps
ihe case that a scale is provided for purposes of insurance, and it is
considered that the Chinese seafaring population are in ordinary
circumstances sufficiently caveful of their own lives and property.—I amn,
etc.,

CLAUD SERVERN,
Colonial Secrefary.
The Becretary,
Hengkong General Chamber of Commerce,

LIGHTING OF THE PRATAS AND PARACELS REEYS,

Colonial Secrctary’s Office,
Hongkong, 20th October, 1913.

Rir,~1 am directed by His Excellency the Officer Administering the
Covernment to transmit for the informmation of your Committee the en-



84
B 1

ciosed copy of a despatch from the Secretary of State for the Coloniés
regarding the lighting of the Pratas and Paracels reefs.—I am, ete,
A. M. THOMSBON, -
CUolonial Secretary.

The Secretary,
Honglkong General Chamber of Commerce.

Downing Street, London,
oth Septomber, 1913,

Sir,—1I have the honour to acknowledge the receipt of Sir F. H. May’s -

despatches No. 198 of the 5th of June and No. 262 of the 22nd of July,
with regard to ths }ghting of the Pratas and Paracels reefs.

2. I have consulted the Board of Trade and the Secretary of State
for Fcoeign Affairs in the matter. As regards the Paracels, T enclose
& copy of the report made to the Imspector General of the Chinese
Maritime Customs by the Coast Inspector at Shanghai, from which it
would appear that the erecticn of sufficient lights to ensure the safety
of navigation in this region presents insuperable difficulties.

3. The Board of Trade are not convinced of the necessity for
lighting the Pratas shoal, and they inform me that the General Light-
house Fund could not be made awvailable for the maintenance of a
lighthouse on the analogy of the light at Cape Spartel without special
legislation, which would probably be opposed.

4. In the circumstances I fear that no steps can be taken for the
lighting of either of the reefs.—I have, etc.,
L. HARCOURT.

The Officer Administering
The Government of Hongkong,

Shanghai, 26th December, 1912.

Sir,—TI have the honour to acknowledge the receipt of your despatch
No. 608/1002, C.L

Paracels Reef. Question of establishment of light on: Correspondence

from British Minister in re. Copy of, forwarded for Coast Inspector’s
views on subject.

The delay in replying therto is due to an attempt—which has failed
so far—to obtain particulars of the circumstances of the wreek of the
5.8. “Quinta.”

- "
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The Paracels consist of groups of reefs——a few of them having low

islands associated with them-—enclosed within an avea of 78 miles in a
North and South direction and 95 miles in an East and West direction.

[his area lies directly in what, in the absence of the reefs, would be the
track from Singapore to Hongkong.

The usnal track is some 40 miles to the eastward of the Paracels, i.e.
between the Paracels and Macclesfield Bank. The track to the westward
iz slightly longer and the currents there are stronger. )

For vessels bound south, the track to pass the Paracels is a straight
cne and in length about 390 miles from Hongkong, and no difficulty is
involved.

Vessels bound nortk from Singapore have to alter course when 620
miles distance from that port and have then to shape course to pass the
Paracels then 420 miles distant.

In this case there is ample scope for a low powered vessel to be sef
sufliciently out of her course hy ciorents to make the Paracels ahead.
The lighting of the gouthern approach to the Paracels iz therefora -
undoubtedly a desideratum,

When, however, one comes to consider the means by which the
tighting can be offected, what are practically insuperable difficulties are
found to exist. The length thuws requires guarding is one of some 80
miles. To the extreme west 1s Triton Island, on which a light could be
sstablished at probably a not inordinate cost. To the extreme Hast is
Bombay Reef, with no island associated with it and e which the erection
of a light in that typhoon infested locality would be an enormous
engineering undertaking costing an enornous sum.

Would a light on Triton Island be of any service? I am of opinion
that it would not. It is on the side of the reef area which it is not
customary to pass, and where the currents are strongest. The light
could hardly have a range in excess of 20 miles. It would be improper
for a vessel to afttempt to make the light, i.e. te shape course to pase
the reefs at a nearer distance than 40 miles, and the use of the light
would therefore only be in respect to a vessel which happened to get
into range by accident, and it would thus guard only some 20 miles of 8
danger length of 80 miles.

Further, I do not consider that a light there would cause full powered
vessels to pass to the westward of the Paracels, and as regards low
powered strangers, these are just those that would be inclined to attempt
to make the light and thus incur a greater danger than would have
sxisted in its absence.
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This despatch hag been shown to the Tagineer in Chief who concurs
with the opinion expressed therein.—1 have, ete.,
W. F. TYLER,
Coast Inspector.
The Inspector General,
(hinese Maritime Customa.

ot

Hongkong, 18th December, 1913.

Sir,—1I have the honour to acknowledge the receipt of and to thank
you for your letter of 20th October covering a despatch from the
Secretary of State for the Colonies regarding the lighting of the Pratas
and Paracels reefs.—I have, etc.,

E. A, M. WILLIAMS,
Secretary.
The Honourable,
The Colonial Secietary.

C 1

LLOYD’S REGISTER OF BRITISH AND FOREIGN SHIPPING.
London, 10th October, 1813,

Dear Sir,—I beg to enclose herewith a copy of the Report of this
Society’s Operati ns for the year ended 30th June, 1913, which it is
theught may not pe without interest to you.—I am, ete,

C. O, REDMAN,
Assistant to thé Secretary
The Secretary,
Chamber of Commerce,
Hongkong.

o s

Hongkeng, 10th December, 1913.

Dear Sir,—I beg to acknowledge with thanks reccipt of yow

Bociety’s report for year 1912-1913.—Yours, ete.,
E. A, M. WILLTAMS,
Secretary.

The Secretary,

Lloyd’s Register of Shipping,

71, Fenchurch Street,
London, E.C.
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PERMANENT SINE-BELUTIAN EXHIBITION AT LAEKEN.
Hongkong, 10th November, 1913.

Sir,—On the 15th ult. a permanent Sino-Belgian Exhibition has been
inaugurated in the “ Pavillon Chinois” at Lacken near Brussels.

All products from Belgiun and China, which are likely to be
commercially interchanged between both countries are put on view at
the said Exhibition.

I shall feel much obliged if you would kindly give a wide circulation
concerning the matter amongst the members of the Hongkong General
Chamber of Commerce and inform them that the aferesaid inslitution
will be pleased to furnish, directly or through this Consulaie’s channel,
any information they may require.—I am, ete,,

FRANCIS JANSSENS,
Consul ror Beigium

To the Hon, Secretary,
Hongkong General Chamber of Commerce,

Hongkong, 14th November, 1913.

Dear Sir,—I am directed by my Committee to submit for the
information and consideration of your Committee copy of a letter irom
she Consul for Belgium amouncing the establishment of tha Permanent
fino-Belgian Exhibition at Laeken near Brussels.—Yours, ete.,

E. A, M. WILLIAMS,
Secretary.

The Secretary,
The Association of Exporters and Dealers of Hongkong,

Hongkong

i

NEW CUSTOMS TARIFF FOR BRAZIL.

Colonial Secretary’s Office,
Hongkong, 19th November, 1913.

Sir,—I am directed to transmit for the information of your Committee
the enclosed Travslation of the New Draft Customs Tariff for Brazil.
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2 I shall be glad if you will be g0 good as to return the hook in dae
course.—] am efe..
R. H. CROFTON,
for Colonial Seeretary
The Secretary,
Hongleong fleneral Chamber of Commerce,

Hongkong, 10th December, 1913,

Sir,—I have the honour to acknowledge receipt of your letter of
19th ult., covering copy of translat.on of the New Draft Custon s Tariff
for Brazil, which has been placed before my Committee who instruct me
tc reburn same to you and to thank you for your couttesy in submitting
the Draft for their perusal,—I have, ete.,

E. A M. WILLIAMS,
. Secretary.
The Honourable,
The Colonial Secretary.

E 1L

BANK HOLIDAY, 27TH DECEMBER, 1913.

Chartered Bank of India, Australia and China.
Hongkong, 12th December, 1913,

D‘aa.r- Sir,—Thursday and Friday the 25th and 26th December ars
gazetted holidays, and it has been suggested that Saturday 27th
December might also be included. Canton is closed on that day.

If the members of your Chamber are agreeable to the proposed
extra holiday would you kindly take the necessary steps to obtain the
declaration.—Yours, ete.,

A. 8. HEWITT,
Acting-Manager.
The Secretary, - -
Hongkong Cpamber of Commerce,

Hongkong, 13th December, 1913.

Sir,—With reference to the application of the Exchange Banks to
bave Saturday, 27th December, declared a holiday in this Colony, T am
directed by my Committes to state that the matter has Been referred

TN S
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to them, and that they desire to support the request of the Banks,
particularly so as the 25th and 26th instant, Christmas Day, and Boxing
Day, are hoth gazetted holidays.—I have, ete.,

E. A, M. WILLIAMS,
Secretary.
The Honourable,
The Colonial Secretary.

Colonial Secretary’'s Office,
Hongkong, 19th December, 1913.

Sir,—In raply to your letter of the 13th December, T am directed to
inforsw you that His Excellency the Officer Administering the Govern-
ment has approved of your recommendation that Saturday the 27th
December should be observed as a Public Holiday. A notification to
this effect wili appear in the next issue of the Government Gazelte.—
T am, ete,

E. BULLOCK,
for Colonial Secretary.
The Secretary, - '
Hongkong General Chamber of Commerce.

Hongkong, 19th December, 18i3.

Dear Sir,—With reference to your letter of 12th instant, 1 have now
pleasure bo inform you that a reply has been received from His
Excellency, The Officer Administering the Government, approving this
Chamber’s recommendation that Saturday 27th December, should be
observed as a Public Holiday.

Notification of the declaration will appear in the next issue of the
CGrovernment Gazette.—Yours, ete.,

E. A, M. WILLIAMS,
Secretary.
Tbe Manager,
Chartered Bank of India, Australia and China,
Hongkong.
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FORTNIGHTLY
CURRENT EXCHANGE QUOTATIONS

YEAR [9i3.

FOR THE




FORTNICHTLY CURRENT EXCHANCE AND BULLION o“" RING THE YEAR 1913,

BANK’S SELLING. ING. * | Bar | Cimaw | Gowp | Gorp
QUOTATIONS. _ — MEexican | Bag, 98 | Lraw, 100

Loxpox | Fraxce | G'MARY | AMER, | $'HAL [ INDIA | JAPAN | @PoRp, v¢ | AMER. | A’rALIA, |SILVER. DorLags. | Tovem. | ToucH.

L T, L. 14 W O 1 L B s R O O T 4m/fs. | B0 dfs.

Fortmght endmg 3rd Jan. ...... 2/-1% | 262K | 2.12% | 50% | T1% [ 154% | 101 | 88% 52y | 2/112 | 294 | 2%%p.m,| 47.80 | 50.20

17th Jan. ...... 2113 | 2061 |211%| 50¥ | 71% | 153¥ 51% | 2/133 | 294 | 1% ,, | 48.10 | 50.50

DO 31lst Jan ... 2/-% 258 | 2.09 493 | T1% | 1524 51% | 211% 28% |1 - 49.20 | 51 60

Do. 14th Feb. ...... 2l | 256 |2.07% | 49% | T1% | 151y 51% | 2/15% |28 [1% ., |49.80| 5170
% Do. 28th Feb....| 1/111}| 2.49% | 202 | 48% | 724 | 1474 50 | 24 | 27% | 1% ,, | 5040 52.80
Do 14th March ...| 1/11%| 2.45% | 1.99 | 47% | 734 | 145% 49% | 2/ |26% | ¥ ,, |5110] 58.50

Do. 28th March ...| 1/11 3] 2.44% | 1 97% | 47 T3% | 144% 48% | 2/.% 26% | Par 51.20 { 53.60

Do. 11th April...... 1/11% | 250% | 203 48Y% | 734 | 148 50% | 2/.11 27% % 49.70 | 52.10

Do. 25th April...... 2/- 252 | 204% | 48% | 72% | 149Y% 50% | 2/-% 2/-4 ¥ dis. | 49 80 | 51.70

Do, 9th May ...... 2/ | 2.53% | 2.05% | 48% | 724 | 149¥ 50% | 2/ 274 | Y/ p.m.| 4940 | 51.80

Do. 23rd Mav ..... 1/1115 252 | 2.04 48% | 72% | 149 50% 1 2/-y% 2T K, 5170 | 52.10

Do. 6th June....| 1/113§ 2.51% [ 2.04 | 484 | 72% | 149% R0¥ | 2% |oTii| ¥ . |4960] 5200

Do. 20th June...... 1/11% | 2484 1 2.01 47% | 73 | 147% 49% | 2f. | 26% | Par 50.60 | 53 00

Do. 4th July ...... 11158 248 | 2.00% | 47% | 73% | 147Y 49% | 2/.% 26% Y% p.m.| 650 60 | 53.00

Do. 18th July ...... 17115 248 | 2.00% | 47% | 78Y% | 147 49% | 2/% |27 | ¥ ,, |5040[ 52.80

Do. 1st Aug. ... 1/11% 1250 [ 202 | 484 | 737 | 148Y 50 | 2/% |27% |1 ., |50.10] 5250

Do. 15th Aug. ....| 1/11% [ 250 | 202 | 48Y% | 73y | 148% 50 | 2% 274 | % , |5020(52.60

Do. 29th Aug, ... 1/1133 252 | 2038% | 48% | 73% | 149y 50 | 2044 [27% | % ,, |50.10| 52.50

Do. 12th Sept. .....| 2/- 2524|204 48% | T8% | 149 50k | 2/ 27% % 5 50.20 | 52.60

Do, 26th Sept, ... 2/ % 254 | 205 48% | T2Y | 1449% 20% | 2/48 2875 11 % 49.90 | 52 30

Do, 10th OCT | 1/11381 2. 58% | 2.04 48% | 72% | 1484 a0k | 2/ 28y 1 1%, 50 30 | 52.70

Do, 24th Oect, ..., 1/11% | 250% | 202% | 48 | 72% | 1474 49% | 2/% 2718 1 1Y 50.70 | 53.10

i Do, 7th Nov,.....[ 1/11¥% | 2.50% | 2.02% | 48 Te 147% +67% | 2/.% 274 | ¥, ]50.40 | 5280
if Do. 21st Nov.....| 1/114 [ 248 | 2.00% | 47% | 78% | 146 $0% | 2/ 27 % . | 91.10 ] 53 50
| 2 ; Do. 5th Dee, ... 1/11% | 246% | 2.00 47Y | T8% | 145% 40% | 2/ 2613 | Par 51.90 | 53.70
Do. 19th Dee, wisn 1114 | 245 | 1.98% | 47 T34 | 144% 48% | 2/-3% 2611 | Par 51.50 | 53.90
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TABLE SHOWING THE HIGREST AND LOWEST

Prices of Bar Silver in London,
Rates of Exchange in Honghong, and Bank of
Englend rate of Discount, for the years

1877 to 1913.

BANK RATE OF

BAr SILVER IN EXCHANGE IN DiscounT IN

YEAR, Loxpon. HoxGroNG. LonNDoN,
Highest | Lowest |Highest [ Lowest Highestf Lowest
1877 58Y 534 4134 3|9 5 2
1878 554 49% 3111 3|5 G 2
1879 | 5312 | 48% | 414 | 3/5% 5 9
1880 52% bl% 410% 37% 3 213
1881 53 H0% 3|9Y 3|7% 5 2%
1882 521 50 319% 3|0% 6 3
1883 51% 507 3|8% 3|7 5 3
1884 51% 49% 3(8% 316% 5 2
1885 | 50 46% 3|7 3|3% 5 2
1886 47 42 3143 | 2|11Y 5 2
1887 474 434 3|4y 3|0% 5 2
1888 | 443 | 41% | 8[1¥ | 2p1ix| & 2
1889 L4 4138 3|2% 2111% 6 24
3|10yl 3|0% 6 3
3|5 3|0% 5 21
3l0x | 2/s¥ 3y 2
2)8% | 2(2% 5 2%
2(34% 1]11% 3 2
2|2% 1111Y% 2 2
29y | 2/1% 4 2
2/1% 119% 4 2
1111% | " 1|9% 4 24
111%| 1]10%| 6 3
2|14 1114 6 3
2|1 119% 6 3
1/10%| 1/6% 4 3
111012 1|6 4 2%
111 1/8% 4 3
o1y | 1jors| 4 2%
213111 2|0% 6 3%
235 | 1/9% 7 4
111%| 18 4 2%
1|9% 1|8% ) 2%
110%| 1188 | 5 3
110%| 1jo0 | 4% 3
o1 | 1104 & 3
2(0i% | 111 5 4y
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i.—Shipping.

1, The total of the Shipping entering and clearing at Ports in

the Colony during the year 1913 amounted to 490,228 vessels of
37,742,982 tons, which, compared with the figures for 1912, shows
an increase of 1,609 vessels of 1,007,933 tons.

Of the above, 47,520 vessels of 25,821,652 tons were engaged

in Foreign Trade, as against 46,603 vessels of 24,269,270 tons in
1912, and were distributed as follows :—

{1918, 1913. 1912. 1914.
Numbers. Numbers. Tonnage. Tonnage.
British  Oecean- . o
going ships, ... 84 % 887 324 % I L
Foreign Ocean- !
going ships, ... 92 9'9 35'3 3670
British River
Steamers, ...... 150 140 e 158
Foreign  Raver
Steamers, ...... 38 - 38 35 36
Steam - launches
(under 60 tons), 86 95 06 07
Trading Junks, ba0 = 540 109 112
1000 10070 10070 100°0

The movements of Fishing Junks are not included in the above
figures.

2. Of ships of European construction, 4,445 Ocean Steamers, 2
Sailing Ships, 4,202 River Steamers, and 2,287 Steam-launches (not
exceeding 60 tons) entered during the year, giving a daily average
entry of 299 ships, as compared with 2877 in 1912, and 269 in 1911.

3. The average tonnage of individual ocean vessels entering
the port has increased from 2,5757 tons to 2,577°5 tons. That ot
British ships has increased from 2,713’4 tons to 2,742°7 tons, while
that of Foreign ships has decreased from 2,457 tons to 2,453°7 tons.

During the past 20 years, the average tonnage of Ocean Vessels
has increased from 1,257 tons to 1,995°5 tons.

The average tonnage of River Steamers entered during the year
has increased from 5851 tons to 5986 tons. That of British River
Steamers has increased from 602°5 tons to 6162 tons, and that of
Foreign River Steamers has increased from 5151 tons to 533'2 tons,
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4. A comparison between the years 1912 and 1913 is given 111
the following table:—

1912 1913 Inereste. Decraase.

Clags of Vessels.
No. Tonnage. | No. Tomnage. | No. s Tennage. | No. | Tonnage.

British Ocesn-going. ..| 3,956| 7,779,970 4,210 | 8,449,533 254 669,563
Foreign Ocean-going, . 4,367 8,592,320 4,679 9272 635 312 580,315 .
British River Steamers,.| 6,968 | 4,197,744 6,024 | 4,078,635 344 | 119,109
Foreign River ,, 1,938 804,340 | 1,780 949,328 42 54,979
Steamships under 60 ¢

tons (Foreign Trade),.| 3,981 150,612 | 4,574 189,003 593 88,301

Junks, Foreign Trade,..| 25,593 | 2,654,275 | 25,653 | 2,882,518 60 228 243

Total; Foreign Trade,.| 46,603 | 24,269,270 | 47,520 | 25,821,652 | 1,261 | 1,671,491 | 344 | 119,109

Steam-launches plying
in Waters of Colony,..| 411,990 | 10,609,404 | 416,438 , 10,720,604 | 4,448 111,200

Junks, Local Trade,...... 30,056 | *1,856,475 | 126,270 | 11,200,726 3,786 | 655,749

Grand Total, ......... 488,649 | 36,735,149 | 400,228 | 87,742,082 | 5709 | 1,782,691 {4,130 | 774,858
U T 1,519 | 1,007,833

* Including 9,922 Conservancy and Dust Boats of 624,080 tons.
t Including 10,026 Conservancy and Dust Boats of 407,276 tons.

5. This table shows an increase in British Ocean Shipping of
254 ships of 669,563 tons, or 6’4 per cent. in numbers and 86 per
cent. in tonnage.

British River Steamers show decrease of 344 ships of 119,109
tons or 4'9 per cent. in numbers and 2°8 per cent. in tonnage. This
is due to the fact that twe Chinese owned British Steamers, the
Wing Hon and Hoi Tung, ceased running during the year.

Foreign Ocean Vessels increased by 312 ships of 680,315 tons
or 7°1 per cent. in number and 7°9 per cent..in tonnage. This is
almost entirely due to the increase under the Japanese flag, of 287
ships of 650,766 tons, though there are small increases under the
Austrian, Dutch, Norwegian and United States flags, while French,
German and Italian shipping decreased.

Foreign River Steamers show an increase of 42 ships of 54,979
tons, or 2’4 per cent. in numbers and 61 per cent. in tonnage.
These figures are explained by the substitution of the Kuong Kung
of 418 tons under Chinese colours for the Kwong Wai of 195 tons.
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During fhe year the two River Steamers hitherto under French
colours have been transferred to the Chinese flag.

Steam-launches in Foreign Trade increased by 593 vessels of
38,391 tons, or 15 per cent. in numbers and 255 per cent. in
tonnage. The causes which led to the large increase in 1912 have
continued to be operative during the whole of 1913 but larger
launches have been employed on the various runs.

Junks in Foreign Trade show an increase of 60 vessels of
928,243 tong, or 23 per cent. in numbers and 85 per cent. in tonnage.
This appears to indicate that the Foreign Trade is being carried in
junks of larger size than formerly.

In Local Trade, 7.c., irade between places with the waters of
the Colony, there is an increase in Steam-launches of 4,448 vessels
of 111,200 tons or 1 per cent. in both numbers and tonnage.

Tn Local Trade Junks there is shown a large decrease, of 3,786
vessels of 655,749 tons or 12 per cent. in number and 35 per cent.
in tonnage. This is explained by the facts that many large junks
formerly employed in Local Trade, have gone into Foreign Trade
during the year, and that all junks under 150 piculs capacity are
now classed “boats .

Tt is of interest to note the altered relative positions of German
and Japanese shipping visiting the Colony. In 1912, German
shipping a:riving occupied the second place on the list, with 637
ships of 1,129,054 tons, or 7'4 per cent. of the total arrivals of Ocean
and River Trade vessels, and 10’5 per cent. in tonnage. While
under the Japanese flag came 592 ships of 1,572,194 tons, or 6’9 per
cent. in numbers and 14'6 per cent. in tonnage. In 1913, German
shipping fell to the third place in both number and tonnage with
597 ships of 1,107,453 tons, or 69 per cent. in numbers and 97
per cent. in tonnage, against Japan’s 740 ships of 1,907,307 tons or
85 per cent. in numbers and 167 per cent. in tonnage.

6. The actual numbers of individual Ocean Vessels of Kuropean
construction entered during 1913 was 791 of which 361 were British
and 430 weve foreign. In 1912 the corresponding figures wele
724,336 British and 388 Foreign.

 These 791 ships measured 2,045,076 tons. They entered 4,447
times, and gave a collective tonnage of 8,873,806 tons. Thus 65
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more ships entered 292 more timos, with a collective ton
1ncrt?{it§ed by 687,670 tons, an average of 2,335 tons per ship.
us i—

No. of Times ;

B, Steamers. Srilaiai. Total Tonnage.

1912 | 1913 | 1912 | 1913 1912 1913
i [ Bteamers, 335 359 1,977 (2,009 | 3,892,354 | 4,209,950
British { i b 2 1 2 2.890 5,419
Japanese, ........ 123 164 592 740 | 1,572,194 | 1,907,307
German, ...« 98 | 106 637 597 | 1,129,054 | 1,107,453
Norwegian, ...... 26 29 168 | 189 173,145 182,633
Austrian, ..o 10 12 46 hi 153,624 168,063
Chinese, ..--veenr 30 26 236 | 233 275,310 272,166
Danish, o 6 6 11 13 28,927 34,433
Dby enrsmnias 18 15 112 | 128 246,352 242,928
French, «coooveren 26 22 142 | 155 279,532 284,628
Ttalian, - ooeen 4 2 13 7 31.403 18,312
Portuguese, ...... b 5 101 114 49,494 52,009
Russian, ...ccooeen 18 21 35 34 103,998 £6,021
Swedish, ..o 6 7 14 12 37,262 31,497
Ll A e immsmseniins 18 13 70 3 260,597 270,987
Totalia wo4 | 791 | 4,155 | 4,447 | 8,186,136 | 8,873,806

® The 368 British ships carried 3,623 British officers and 11
Foreign officers, the latter consisting of 5 U.8.A., 2 Duteh, 2 Danes,
1 Norwegian and 1 Swedish,

Thus, the proportion of Foreign officers servingin British ships
was 030 per cent. comprising 5 nationalities, with an increase in

number ¢f officers and of ships.

8. The 430 Foreign ships carried 2,790 officers, of whom 110
were British, as follows:—

1912 1913
In Chinese ships - - - - 79 94
,, French - - - - 2 2
,, Japanese ,, - - = - 9 10
,» United Statcs ships - - 6 4
96 110
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Thus, '3'_9 per cent. of the officers serving in Foreign ships
were of British nationality, with an increase in number of officers

and of ships.

9. The Nationality of the Crews in British and in Foreign ships

was as follows :(—

BRITISH

VESSELS.
VERSELS. | cnows,

U.S.A. AND

EUROPEANS. ABSIATICS.

1912 (1913 | 1912 | 1913

1912 | 1913 | 1912 | 1913

British, | 336 | 361 |22,829|24,728| 257| 1,022(126,314 134,220

Foreign,| 388 | 430 | 1,561 | 1,430|29,229 31,447 120,280 | 126,923

Total,...| 724 | 791 {24,390 26,158 29,486 | 32,469|246,594| 261,143

Hence in British ships:—
1912 1913 |

1529°/, 15'46°, of the crews
were British.

0'18°/, 064°/, of the crews
were other
Europeans.

8453/, 83'90°/, of the crews
were Asiatics.

And in Foreign ships:—
1512 1918

1'03°/,  090°, of the crews
were British.

19°35°/, 19'75°/, of the crews
were other
- Europeans.

79'62°/,  79'35°, of the crews'

were Asiatics.

2.—Trade.

10. The remarks with which this section of my report has
always opened, as to the unreliability of the figures supplied by

ships masters, were never more

fully justified than this year, so

many an_d glaring are the discrepancies hetween the quantities of
various items reported and the facts, which in some cases I have

been able to discover.

g TS ¢

e
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s.—Under this heading, which ineludes all cargo landed
ortranshipped in the Colony from Ocean Vessels and River Steamers
(not from junks or steam launches) a total of 4,956,125 tons was
reported, which compared with that reported for 1912, shows the
enormous increase of 804,000 tons, or nearly 20%.

Tmport

Of this total, the imports of coal, case oil, rice, timber and
“ general” show increases, while cotton goods, flour, bulk oil,

and liquid fuel show decreases.

Coal.—Idere an increase is reported of 73,000 tons or 7 per
cent. *

This as last year, is accounted for by increased demand for
coal in Clanton, and generally inland: about 14 ot the total having

been re-exported to Canton.

Again I have to record that no ceal of British origin arrived in
the Colony, except that imported by the Admiralty. The imports
in Japanese coal fell off considerably during the latter part of the
year, its place being taken by increased imports of Chinese coal.

Cotton Goods.—The decrease indicated here amounts to 19,894
tons, or 33 per cert. It is more than doubtful if this decrease is
borne out by facts although there was undoubtedly considerable
reduction in imports of both piece goods and yarn.

The favourable prospects prevailing at the beginning of the
vear, as noted in my last report, were destined to be extinguished
by the renewed political trouble in China, which created unrest
and financial difficulties, destructive to trade, with the result that
the demand fell to zero and no shipments were made. During the
last part of the year, however, the trade revived, prices ruling

steady, and exchange generally favourable.

Flour—THere was reported a decrease of 30,716 tons or 31 per
cent. most of which is fabulous, the impor(s of flour being probably
reporied, in many cases, as “general ”. The actual imports
amoun'ed to 129,415 tons of which 67,887 were reported. This
amended total, compared with that for 1912, gives a decrease of

12,950 tons or 10 per cent. The reason for this actual reduction in .

imported flour is undoubtedlly the recrudescence of political
trouble in China, which caused shippers to be cautious.

Tt is of interest to note that Canada, during 1913, made her
first shipments of flour to this market. The quantity is as yet
small, only 8,000 tons, or 6 per cent. of the whole, but given more
stable conditions in China, I see no reason to doubt that the
Canadian mills will shortly be sending us large quantities, -




106
Kerosene Oil.

" Bulk Oil shows a falling off of 12,537 tong, or 18 per cent.
This decrease is not of any importance. The stocks in hand in’

the Colony were large at the beginning of the year, and low at the

end, more having been sold than imported. The actual consump-
tion of oil, imported in bulk, in South China decreased by about 5
per cent. but this was more than counterbalanced by increased
consumption of oil imported in cases. Bulk oil is always decanted
into this before distribution in China, so that, to the actunal
consumer, it makes little, if any difference in what form it arrives
in this Colony. .

(ase Oil.—Here an incraese of 12,243 tons or 33 per cent. is
reported, but, as in the case of Bulk Oil, there is no significance in
the figures. [tis merely a question of stocks and freights. Stocks
were low at beginning of the year and freights high. During the
second half of the year freights dropped, and large shipments were
made, so that by the end.of the year all available storage was
virtually full. During the year a naw competitor in this trade has
entered the arena, in the shape of the Texas Oil Company, who
have made some large shipments to this market.

Liquid Fuel.—A large decrease is reported here, amounting to
8,116 tons, or nearly 41 per cent. I am unable to verify my
suspicions that a large quantity of liquid fuel has entered the
Colony unreported, but I gather that this is so from the fact that
although the vessels of the T. K. K. Co. have ceassd to bunker
here, the demand from other points is increasing.

Rice—The figures given me by shipmasters show an increase
in the rice imports of 34 per cent. As a matter of fact, the increase
amounts to about 20 per cent. The rice crop in China was about
average, so that there was no need for extra importation. 1In
Annam and Siam the crops were unusually good, and prices ruled
low. The Tonking crop was poor. The figures given show that
about 750,000 tons of rice arrived in the Colony during the year.

Timber.—The increase of 9,663 tons, or 13’5 per cent reported
js due to the increased demand for Borneo hardwoods and
American and Canadian pine, for house and ship building. It is
mostly sent on, in junks, to Canton.

Rattans.—The trade”in” rattans is an increasing one, though
not to the extent indicated by the reports made to me, which show
an increase of 2,426 tons or 267 per cent. The quantity reported
in 1912 was 907 tons and in 1913, 3,333 tons. As a matter of fact,
10,588 tons were imported in the latter year, being an increase of

| g B i e
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about 11 per cent. Of this total, about 60 per cent. comes from the
Straits Settlements, 30 per cent. from Java, and 10 per cent. from
Borneo. About 14 is exported, raw, to Canton.

General.—Here 1 find an increass reported of 683,286 tons, or
43'6 per cent. This is probably a genuine increase, when allow-
ance is made for the itemised descriptions of cargo reported as
“general”. It appears to be due to the state of the freight market
during the greater part of the year, and serves to show that
however much the political state of China influenced certain
branches of trade, the deficit was more than made up in other

branches.

Export Cargo.—~Under this heading were reported 2,681,318
tons, or nearly 15 per cent.

Transit Curgo.—There is shown an increase in transit cargo
of 345,848 tons, or 7'5 per cent.

11. The number and tonnage of ships of Euaropean type of
construction carrying cargo for import and transit, compared with
1912, was as follows :— g

1912. 1913. Inciease. I Decrease.
No. | Tonnage. | No. | Tonnage. | No. | Tonnage. | No.| Tonnage
Steamers, o...... 4,154 | 8,183,246 | 4,445 | 8,868,387 | 281 | 685,141
River Steamers,| 4,851 | 2,545,882 | 4,209 | 2,515,356 | ... 149 | 30,526
Sailing Vessels, 1 2,890 9 5,419 1| 259
Totalzass IS,5€_6 i]0,732,0}8 8,649 |11,389,162 | 292 | 687,670 | 149 | 30,526

Net Increase, ...... 143 | 657,144
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2,70

103.655
59,094
142,759

142,759

Emigrants

136,239
114,426
154,270
98,015
57,548
2,276

Passengers
Arrived | Departed
187 214
117,344
1,284,802 | 1,358,479
194,339
23,303
53,741
1,860,833 | 1,848,977
3,787,277 | 3,745,334

2,122

The trade refurn is given
3,739,599 |3 747 610

518

0,131 | 1,783,699 | 1,763,414

b

189,003

821,652

949,328
[S X

Registered
Tonnage
2,882

25
1,260,726

36,000 (10,720,604

15,000

484000 | 4,078,635
1,225 000

558,006 (11,921,330

Total
340,000
522,000

000 | 5845,000 | 8,449,533
311,000 | 6,552,700 | 9,272,635

6,000
4,000

8.

5
676,000 14,471,000

Coal
50,000
24,000
34,000

)

DBunker

Tonrs.

2401,000

7,000
5,000

884,000
1,000

1,111,000 | 2,523,000
157,000

Shipped |In ¥ransit
209,000

1,203,000

935,000
159,000
9,000
341,000
1,000
447,000
448,000 | 78,000

. Discharged
1,956.000

17,203 1 4,957,000 | 2,680,000 | 4,924,000 670,000 113,231,000 [22,7

47,520 | 5,300,000 | 3,571,000 | 4,924,000

4679 | 2,607,000

4,210
6,624 |
1,780
4574

25,653

26,270
490,298 | 5,748,000 l 3647,000 | 1924000 | 710,000 |15,029,000 (37,742,982 | 5,600,232 | 5,506,587 | 14z

416,438
442,708

No. of
Ships.

1
o

-

Junks, Foreign Trade,

15. A summary of the Shipping and Trade of the Port for the year 1913.
Total.........

to the nearest 1,000 tons only :—

Local Trade, .
Junks, Local Trade,

Foreign Trade
Total Foreign Trade,

Total, Local Trade,
Grand Total, ........cuee

Britsh River Steamers,
Foreign River Strs., ...

British Ocean-going, ...
Foreign Ocean-going, ...
Hteam-launches.
Steam-launches,

i1
3.—Revenue and Expenditure.

16.—The gross Revenue collected by the Harbour Department
during the year was $612,672.08 as against $549,275.40 collected in
the previous year, showing an increass of $53,396.68 or 11'5% :—

1912 1913 Incréa-se. Decrease.

Light Dias; ..o viivcvviniiivnin, $ 87,5495 § 9364944 3 6,19049 §
Light Dues, Special Assessment. 98 44845 104 648.41 6,199.96

Licences and Internal Revenue,. 163,933.47  159,010.53 4,91:‘2...94
Fees of Court and Office, ......... 199,146,338  234929.10  55782.77
Miscellanecus Receipts, .... 302,20 434,60 132.40

$549,276.40 §01267208 $68,309.62  $4,912.94

The principal increases are under Sunday Cargo Working
Permits, $31,175; Medical Examination of Emigrants, $11,959.50 :
Boat Licences, $9,212.10; Engagement and Discharge of Seamen,
37,852 ; Light Dues, $6,194.40; Light Dues, Special Assessment,
$6,199.96 ; Storage of Gunpowder, &c., $1,808.60; Survey of Steam-
ships, $1,701.91; Forfeitures, $833.77; Official Signature (a new
item of Revenue from 15th July) $776; Examination of Masters
and Engineers &ec., $612.50; Fishing Stake and Station Licences,
$162.90; Chinese Passenger Ships Licences $120; Message Fees
for notifying ships signalled, $117.40 ; Steam-launch Licences, &e.,
$101.50 ; Survey of Steam-launches, $45.

There has been falling off in Revenue under the headings:—

Junk- Licences, $15,313.46, entirely due to the fact that some of
the native craft which formerly were licensed under “ Junks” have
since 1st June, 1913, taken out Other Boat Licences under the new
Regulations ; Fines, $124.75; Private Moorings and Buoys Rent,
$90 ; Bale of Printed Forms, $33.25; and Fngazement of Masters
and Engineers of Steam-launches, $24.50.

17.—The expenditure of the Harbour Department (excluding
the Tmports and Exports Office) for 1913 was $168,069.06 as against
$149,043.58 expended in 1912, showing an increased expendifure of
$19,025.48, which is partly due to increase to salaries and also the
privileged rate of exchange and partly due to the fact that the
expenditure of 1912 did not include the sum of $6,744.98, paid for
coal for Harbour Office steam-launches, being charged to the vote
for coal for Covernment steam-lauches under Miscellansous
Services, while in 1913, such expenditure, amounting to $7,406.41

including cost of coal for additional launch H.D. 4 was charged to
the Departmental vote.
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4.—Steam-launches.

18. On the 31st December, there were 312 steam-launches
(including motor boats) employed in the Harbour. Of these, 142
were licensed for the conveyance of passengers, ete.,, 128 were
brivately owned, 20 were the property of the Government and 22

belonged to the Imperial Government, comprising 4 Military and
18 Naval. ;

Nine masters’ certificates were suspended for incompetency or
negligence in the performance of their duties; six of whom were
each suspended for 3 months and were required to pass a further
examination before their certificates were returned, two were
suspended for 2 months and one for 1 month and all were required

to be re-examined in the Rules of the Road before the return to them
of their certificates. :

Four hundred and fifty-four (454) engagements and four

hundred and forty-one (441) discharges of masters and engineers
were made during the year.

Nine (9) steam-launches were permitted to carry arms for their
protection against pirates.

'S.—Emigration and Immigration.

19. One hundred and forty-two thousand seven hundred and
fifty-nine (142,759) Emigrants left Hongkong for various places
during the year 1913 (122,657 in 1912).

Of thesé, 103,665 were carried in British ships, and 39,094 in
Foreign ships.

One hundred and sixty-six thousand nine hundred and twenty-
one (166,921) returning emigrants are reported to have been brought
to Hongkong from the several places to which they had been
emigrated either from this Colony or from Coast Ports, as against
163,248 in 1912. Of these 130,313 arrived in British ships, and
36,608 in Foreign ships.

6.—Registry, etc., of Shipping.
20. During the year, 17 ships were registered under the provi-
sions of the Imperial Merchant Shipping Aect, and 16 Certificates
of Registry cancelled. 104 Documents, ete., were dealt with in

connection with the Act, the fees on which amounted to $1,438.01
as compared with $1,438 in 1912.

7.—Marine Magistrate's Court.

21. Four hundred and thirty-five cases were heard in the
Marine Magistrate’s Court (487 in 1912).  Breach of the Harbour
Regulations, Disobeying the Lawful Orders of the Harbour Master,
Neglecting to exhibit Lights, Failing to chserve the Rules of the
Road and Carrying Passengers in excess wero the principal offences.
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8.—Marine Court.

(Under Section 18 of Ordinance 10 of 1899.)
22. During the year there were three courts held:—

(1.) On the 24th day of February, 1913, enquiry was made into
the charge of misconduct against H. Porter, number of whose
certificate of competency is 042,025 of Liverpool, supernumerary
9nd mate of the British steamship Chunsang, Official Number

105,804 of London.

The Court found that the charge against Mr. Hubert Porter -
of being asleep on watch on the night of the 12th February, 1913,
proved. There appears to be no defence. There is no evidence of
his having been under the influence of liquor, or of his having been
overworked. The offence appears to have been deliberately com-
mitted. We therefore suspend his ceriificate for one year,

(2.) On the 19th day of May, 1913, enquiry was held into the
charge of incompetency and misconduct on the part of Mr. William
MecGhee, number of whose certificate of competency as 2nd mate
is 2,924 of Hongkong, 2nd mate of the British Steamship Laertes,

Official Number 81,318 of Hongkong.

The Court found that Mr. William McGhee, 2nd mate of the
British Steamship Laertes, Official Number 81,318 of Hongkong,
the number of whose certificate of competency as 2nd mate is

© 9,924 of Hongkong, was guilty of serious misconduct on board the

said ship insomuch that on the 9th April, 1913, the ship being at
the time at Saigon, he sent an insulting letter to the mate of the
said ship, by means of which he attempted to create bad feeling
between the master and mate, he having appended a colourable
imitation of the said master’s signature to the letter. That, on the
13th April, 1913, the ship being at the time at Saigon, and on the
point of sailing, he did leave the said ship without permission,
returning on board drunk, and then croated a disturbance by using
threatening and abusive language to the master and mate. That
no evidence has been adduced in support of the third charge.

In consideration of Mr. McGhee’s previous record we adjudge
him to have his certificate of competency as 9nd mate cancelled.

-

(3.) On the 1st day of August, 1913, enqg ¢
charge of misconduct against J. T. Naylor, number of whose certi-
ficate of competency as master is 034,314, Cardiff, 2nd mate of the

British Steamship Faochow, Official Number 105,721 of London.

niry was made into the

| £
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The Court finds that the charge of misconduct preferre ingt
Mr. John Tate Naylor, 2nd mate of the British Stepa.mship %’2?{%2?
t?e n}lmber ot whose certificate of competency as master is 034 314’-
Cardiff, proved,.insomuch that first on the 21st June, 1913, he c,ame;
on board the said ship at8.10 p.n., under the influence of li,quor and
created a disturbance which caused an aftack to be made upon’ him
by the Chme_se crew, which might have had serious results. 2nd
thaton the n}ght of the 7th July, 1913, being officer in cha,l‘ge. of the’
brldge: he Wllfully disobeyed the orders of the master and mate of
the sa.ld_shlp by neglecting to take four point bearing of the Karang
Koko Light; and, when ordered by the master to leave the bridge
refused to do so. We therefore direct that his certificate of coml
petency be suspended for two calendar months.

9.—Examination of Masters, Mates, and Engineers.
{ Under Board of Trade Regulutions )

23. The following Tables show the numbe i

_ i r of C tes
e:_:al:mne‘d un der Ordinance 10 of 1899 for Certificates oci: Oorﬁgg;ggfs
distinguishing those who paesed from those who failed :— "

Grade. Passed. | Failed.
MRt e s P e S L L 23 6
Master, (Provisional Certificate), ..cvvueeeeenn... 1 1
B Mo e s e e e e 12 3
Baeond VEEEE. s s s e 11 13
Mata; wosewmmem s
Mato, River SteS1Her: «ovmavmmmmmas: 2
PO oneices st H» | =
First Class BRgitiess; ey s 29 3
Second Class Engineer, ... cocoooovvvrueeecenennn. 45 1 12
) Total, veee veree e 67 15




116

Tor Steamships not exceeding 60 tons, under Section 37 of

Or_dinance No. 10 of 1859:—

Candidates. Passed. Failed.
g T e TS 61 6
For BOEINGOT, e sissssimsemmnseiassiimom: 75 l 1
10 Ty O R 135 \ 7

10.— Examination of Pilots.

( Under Ordinance No 8 of 1904.)

94. There was no candidate examined during the year. Four-

teen licences were renewed.
{l.—Sunday Cargo Working.
95 During the year 569 permits were issued under Ordinance
No. 1 of 1891 as compared with 357 in 1912. Of these 163 were

not used as it was found un go on the Sunday
and the fees in such cases were refunded.
head amounted to $71,400

necessary to work car

The Revenue collected under this
as against $40,225 in 1912.
12.—New Territories.

Fourt_eenth year of British Administration.
26. The Outstations attached to the Harbour Department, now
ued to perform the work allotted to

eight in number, have contin ¢
them, and during the year Licences, Clearances, Fermits, etc.,

have been issued by them as follows =—

1912. 1913.
Cheung Chau, opened 1899 cuveeeenns L2goy - 10,144
Tai O, o 1899..0neienen 8,051 5,597
Tai Po, . 1900, weer 8879 7,691
Sai Kung, % 1902 ccvvneenens 2,372 2,137
Long Ket, . 1905..ccceeeee 4,972 4,686
Deep Bay, 3 1911 cenmneocss 4,278 2,782
Ping Shan, T TS U 426 361
Lantao, 3 L A 787 2717

42,092 36,175

— ==
—_
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The decrease in number of Permi i8S
~ € 1be rmits, etc., issued i
_discontinuance of Blue Permits previously issued to Esl?i?]eg ;?1n%se

The Revenue collected by this De

The ; partment f

‘!T:;arrltorles_ during the year was $36,954.30 as cg%?;)atr};g ﬁ?:l:
$35,947.51 in 1912. The slight increase shewn is caused by the

licensing of fishing b . :
the 1st J%-uly. ing boats under 150 piculs as Harbour boats since

i3.—Lighthouses.

AP ROCK LIGHTHOUSE.

27. During 1813, 1,041 vessels were
) [ 3, 1, s re reported by tel
this station. Of this number 141 were signalled bg I‘z:rg;’sga&};f;om

Twenty-six (26) vessels were not i i
communication being interrupted. Eepoale sing e

Three thousand and four (3,004) telegraphic messages were

“sent, including meteorological observations for the Observatory

and 565 messages were received.

There were 75 hours 10 minute i
fog signal was fired 469 times.1 it DF foR AUk Hhe gearand the

Telegraphic communication intal

Tel ) 1 was maintained through
isg;ixshc;hﬁsggcgpm%? of 5 cor_nplete days and a few Os%gortouiilttei'?
5 v the land line being in contact with telephone

On 3 occasions the relief was delayed by rough sea

WAGLAN ISLAND LIGHTHOUSE.

During 1913, 2,208 vessels Weré reported, 1,653 megsages were

sent and 417 received. Owing to telegraphic communication being

interrupted, 340 vessels were not reported.

* There were 209 h i
was fired 2.170 times-ours and 24 minutes of fog and the fog signal

The relief was delayed on t : 4 ;
R i st rnalon dhe ik Agrif?’(igi);casmns. Started firing the




113

| |
| GREEN I[SLAND LIGHTHOUSE.

\ . During 1913, 1,822 vessels were signalled and reported frbm
' this station. 836 messages were sent and 451 received.

Owing to communication being interrupted on 3 occasions, 22
vessels were not reported.

CAPE COLLINSON LIGHTHOUSE.

) During 1913, 1,916 vessels were signalled and reported from
‘ this station. 6 messages were sant and 51 were received. '

vessels were not reported.

\ , ' Owing to communication being interrupted on 9 occasions 30

SIGNALS SENT AND RECEIVED.

- - { {11 Flash Lamp Signals, 49.
Semaphore Signals, 24

International Signals, 17,

| r | ‘ {4 —Commercial Intelligence, Board of Trade.

| Branch of the Board of Trade was transferred to the Secretary of
I the Hongkong General Chamber of Commerce on 1st March, 1913.

! Up to that time the work was carried out, as herstofore, to the
! best of my ability, handicapped as I was by having no staff o
| assist me in making the enquiries necessary to enable me to reply
to the several queries I received.

l N ; 98. The work connected with the Commercial Intelligence-

Basil. TAYLOR, Commander, R.N.

‘l' G ' Harbour Master.
| HARBOUR OFFICE,

20th January, 1914,




