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p .... .... .. ...... .. A. ,· MacEwcn, .... ..... H . M. nn.ily. 
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~~ Tho:: Jnckson,-=== Elected~~::;:--··--------

1886 I Alexander Pnlmer MacE,ven . .. . j Elected "ith Apr'1! 1\[ r J k 1 . • ~ , • • 1\C ·son on cave. 

1887 ,\!eltrmdcr Palmer MncEwen .. . 1 Elected 17th Septcmb t ' ' I er, on re 1 rem~nt of 
1888 ft 1 l\Ir. JackRon. 

enr .vshc Lnyton, ...... ........... . Elected !!~nd ~fay, ~ 1•• ~lacEwen 00 lea ,·c. 

1890 Thomas Hcnderson Wbitehend,. Incctcd 18th September on res· t' f 
Mr. MacE won.. ' · · Jgna ton ° 

18!)4 Alexander McConachic, .... ..... . Elected !Jth June, Mr. Whitehead on lea ve. 

I 896 Thomns Hcnrlcraou Whiteho;td, .
1 

Re.electcd 19th September, 00 expiry of term. 



RULES AND REGULATIONS. 

I. Tha , the Societ.y be . styled THE HoNGKONG GENERAL CHAMBER 

ov Co~niERCE . 
!I. That the object of the Chamber shall be to watch over and protect 

the gen!lral interests of Commerce, to collect informntion on nil matters of 
interest to the Mercantile Community, aml to use every means within its 
power for the removal of evils, the retlress of grievances, and the promotion 
of the common goou ; to communicate with Authorities and others thereupon ; 
to form l\ coue of practice, whereby' the transaction of bnsiness may he 
simplified and facilitated; to receive references, and to arhitmte between 
dispnt~tnts-the decisions it1 such reference to be reconlCLl for future guidance. 

HI. That. all .Mercantile Firms antl persons engaged or interesteu in the 
Trade of China shall he eligible for admission as Member~ in the mannor 
hereafter described, aml on payment of $50 for Firms, and $ 15 for singla 
individuals for the current year, and a like Anmutl Subscription, pl\yable in 
advance on i st J nnuary. 

IV. That canJhlates for admission proposed by one Member and seconded 
by another shall be electetl at the yearly Meeting by a majority of votes of 
the Members then present., or in the interval, by the Committee, subject to 
confirmation at the next ensuing General Meeting. 

V. That voting by Proxy, or by Memhers whose Snhscriptions are in 
arrear, be not allowed, and that nut more than one Member of the same Firm 
be al\owcll to vote 011 tbe same occa~ion. 

VI. That in the nbsencc from the Cl~lony of all the P artners in a Firm, 
their Representative by Power of Attorney shall be entitled to vote. 

VII. That nny Member ma.y lJe expelle(l from the Chamber on the 
propoi<ition of the Committee communicate,[ to all the Members, and consi
dered at. a General 1ieeting, provided that not fewer than two- thirds of those 
present vote for the expulsion. · 

VIII. That any nmuh~r :>f )1embcrs not less than 10 shall be heltl to 
constitute a General 1'Iectiug ealle'l in eunfvrmity with the rules of the 
Chamber, whether yearly or specin.l. 

IX. That the Business and Funds of the Chamber he mannged hy a 
Committee of Nine Members, consisting of Chairmttn, Vice-Chairman and 
Seven Members, to be elected annually, at the yearly General Meeting of 
t.he Chamber. Four to form a quorum, and the Chairman in case of equality 
to have the casting vote in addition to hi:s own. 

X. That the Committee shall meet nt least once n. month, on such day 
as mny be fixed for the transaction of business, aml at other times when 
summoned by t.he Chairman, or in his absence hy the Vice-Chairman. The 
proceedings to be laid on the table for the inspection of Members, subject to 
such regulations as the Committee mn.y •leern expedient. In cases of the 
non-n.ttemlance of the Chairman or Vice-Chairman, a Chairman to be cho~en 
by the Members present. 
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XI. That in ca;;e of a vacancy in the C01umit.tee, it shnll he filled np 
pro. tempot·e by the Commi~tee until the next General Meeting: 11ntl that 
they have the power to appomt n Sub-Committee from their own number for 
any purpose whatever. 

XII •. That a paid Sc.cretary be electc(l by the Committee, snch election 
to be subJect to coufirmatton at the next en~ttiug General Meeting. 

. XIII. That. the .Annual Geneml Meeting of the Chnmher shall be held 
111 the month of February (or as soon thereafter u;; mny he found convenient:) 
?f e~ch your; anJ. that ~pecial Meetings shall be called hy the Chairman or 
Ill lu::1 absence by the V ICe-Chairman, on the requisition of nny Five ~iem h'ers 
of tl~e.C}hambcr, to be held withln ten days subsequent to the receipt of such 
reqmsl!ton. 

. X.IY"· That all important questions affecting the Tm,le of the Port ani! 
1!s PolitiCal or C?mmerci:tl relations with the Empire of Chin:t or with ~ther 
State.s, ruo.y be dtscussctl at the Yearly General Meeting or ~pccinl Gcueml 
Meetmg for that purpose convened, in the manner provided for by Rule XIII. 

XV. Th~t the Committee be empowcretl to frame By.Jaws, which ~hall 
at 01~cc co,me mto forc.e, but must be presented for confirmation at the next 
ensumg <:-en.eral ~Ieetmg of the Chamber; and being so confirmed, ~ha ll be 
equally hmdmg wtth these Rules upon all Members. 

X VI. That the li'nnJ~ of the Chamber shnll he ymitl into one of the 
Banks nml~r 1111 account to, be openetl by the Committee, mul t.lmt all Cheque~ 
~~1al ~ be s1gne;! by, tl~e Seeretary to the Chamber, countersigned hy the 
Chairman. or \ltce-Clumman, or in their absence by uno of the Committee; 
thn.t ~ll d1~bursements shall he sanctioned by the Committee at their ordina.rv 
Mcetlllgs, auJ. ~hat an account shall be nntlite<l by twu i\icmber:s of ti{e 
Chamber amllmd before the yearly Geneml Meeting. 

. XVII. That a yearly Heport of the prococdiugs be prepared, aut!, after 
bemg approved at a General :Meeting, printed aud circulated. 

XVIJI. That ~he above Rnles be added to or alteretl only by a mnjoritv 
of ~he M~mbers of .the Chamber present at a General Meeting, ten day~' 
uohco havmg been gtven of the proposed alteration. • 

~IX. That the foregoing Rules l•e printed, ami au au theuticated copv 
subscnbed by each Member on admission, hu kept as part of the record:> of ti1~ 
Chamber. 

BY-LAWS. 

I. The Office shnl! Le open daily from Noon to I o'clock P.M., when 
the SecretarJ: ~hal! h.e m ?'ttenJ.nncc, anJ. ready to communicate with any 
Member requmug mformatton or access to the Records of the Chamber. 
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JI. The Sccret:try shall atten;l nil )ieer.iug~ (inclmling t host· o~ t he 
Arbitration Committee, if required), keep a journal of n.ll proceedings, take 
charge of tdl d(wmneut~, keep the nccouuts of tbe ChumLer, colleet Statistic~, 
vrcpare Stn.tcment;; of Tmue, conduct aud keep copies of conespondenec, aml 
attcml to ~uch other dutie:o ns may be rcqnireJ hy the Committee. 

HI. .All Cormmmications shall he received nud an:;wercd through the 

Chairman, Vice-Chairman, or !-\ecretnry. ' 
1 V. No tlocurueut:; belonging to the Chamber ,;hall he rcmoveJ dnring 

Office hours, HOI' ,;hall nuy minute of its proeee,ling~ Le mnde Jmblic without 

nn order of the Committee. 
V. :N oticc of nny propo~itiou or hnsiues,; to he laid before the yearly 

G cneml ;\looting, or any Speeial :Meeting, shall be giYen to the Secretary at 
lcatlt forty-eight hours before the :Meeting, who, in the circular ~alling ~uch 
M eeting, will s late the lmsinc:ls or proposition, aml by whom to be brought 

forwunl. 
VI. The mean,; to provide n t>nitahlc E~t:tlolishmcut, autl to defray ex

penses in addition to the Subtlcriptions fixed by Hnle 3, slmll be raised in the 
following manner :-By the ;;n,le of Statements of TrnJe, by fees on A rbilra
t.iou aml Heferences, by fees for ccrtitictl copies of t he l{econl:; a!Hl other 
Documents in the Archives of the Clmmbor, and by voluntary gifts a nd con
trilmtions either in money, m:tps, book~, or n.nythiug which tnl\); be useful to 

the Institution. 
VII. The Committee shnll appoint every year 1ive from their uumher 

three of whom in regular succession shall be tbe Acting Commit tee, to decide 
on all c:~ses submitted to the Arbitration of .the Chamber, whose functions 
shall continue so long as any business brought before themlluring their 1 e1iotl 

of service is umlecidell. 
VIII. The :Members of the Arhitrn.tion Commitlec shall be entitled t o a 

F ee of not Jestl than $5, aml not more than $20 each, nnd the Chamber to a 
Fee (in addition) of not less than $10, and not more tlum $100, on eYery case 
submitted to the a rbitra tion of the Chaml~er. The amount to be regulatell by 
the Arbitration Committee, according to the importnn ce of the case and the 
time occupied therein, subject to an appeal to the General Committee, wh ose 

dech;ion on the amot~nt shall he final. 
IX. The Disputants in an Arbitration case :;hull he held to g nnra utee 

the fees jointly anu severally to the Chamber. 
X. The Arbitration C01nmittee shall appoiut it8 own Cbairm:tn and 

confine its functions to cases when its intervention or ndvice is requested, anJ 
on no occttsion shall it proceed with nny case unless all the part ies :>nh;;cribe 
a Bon•l making the award tt Rule of the Supreme Court. l'i·iuted formtl of 
such Bonds legally prepared, shall be kept for the information of Members 
who may have occasion to resort to the Chum her for Arhi tmtion : and the 
Committee shall not arbitrate upon, nor take any cognizance of, nuy dispute 
whate,~er, unle~;s one of the parties interc:;tcd therein be tt :Memher of the 

Chamber. 
XI. That in the even t of nny quest ion llii to the construction or applica

tion of these By-laws, the General Committee tib ttll have power to decide 
the same, submitting the matter to the nex t G eiJeral :Meet.ing of the Chamber 

for its fiord decision. 
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SCALE OF COMMISSIONS AND BR OK ERAGES 
adopted by the H onghong Geneml Cltamber of' Com.me1·ce, 

at tlte ltalj:ye£trly illeeting IH• ld on . ·lp ril J Otlt , 1872. 

CO~DIISSIONS. 

l'urcha~iug or ~el ling Tea, Haw Silk, ami Cotlon, .... . . .. . . . . " 
f 

" per cent. 
, any o · above, if as rd ums for Good~ ~old, .. . ... ... :z.J.. 
, or Hellinl:! Opium, .................. ..... .... ... .. .... .. . 2-

,, 

" or ~citi ng n.ll other Goods and P roduce, ~ldp~ } _ 
and Heal Estate,... . .................... .. .... '

1 

, . .:~ml oclli~tp: Shares or Stock:<, ...... .... ....... .. ..... ] 
l~lspcetJug_ I ea.or S tlk, ............ .... ... , .. .......... . ......... ... ! 
b uaruntccwg tialeR, .. ........... .. .. ..... .. .. .. .. .. .. 9 1 

. , Hemittnnce», ......... . .... . .. .. ...... ::: : : :." .".':." ." :::1 ·~ 
Dmwwg 01' endor:-ing Bil l ~ of ExclHtngP, .......... ... ......... .. 1 

,, . or negot iating Bills of Exd mngc willlllttt ro:eon1·;;c . t 
Pure!m~mg or realising Bullion or B ills of E x ehauge, . . . . .' .. f 
Hen~ lttlllg the l'.ro.ceeds of Bullion or B ill:-: of E xdutll!!<', ... T 
P ay1ng ~lH.l ~·ecel.VIIIg :Money in Current A eeonu t , .... : ... . ... l ·:l 

, .~hlJ18 Disbnrserncnts, ..... .. ..... ...... ....... ........... . :! ' 
Collecttng Freight,.. . ... .................... ....... .,r 
Obtninitw Frei"'bt or Ch·Hter .... .. ........... ·::l· 

0 t') I ' o oooo 1000 0 0 00 0 •• ••••••• •• •••• ••• 00 0 , ,,() 

. ,, . , or , aud collec ting same Freighr, .. . (i 
~Ll.J liS~Htg I uslll'auce Claims 0 11 Amount Recovere;l , .. . ......... 2,~ 
Effect.mg Iusnrance, on t.he l n;;nred Amount .T 
Prosecuting or ~efm~d iug snecessfnlly Claim><, 'ci;i1~;. ·:~;. i'~~~,: .}. · _.r 

or hy Arb1tratwn, . ... .. ... .. ...... ........... iJ 

" 
" 
" ,, 

" 
" 
" .. 
" , 
" 
" 

" 
" 
" 

Pro:;ec~tting or defemliug Hnsncewfnlly, ...... ::::::: : :: :: :: : .. . 21. 
Matmglllg Estates auJ eollcctin" Hcnts . ~ 

2 

" 

'l~mm;hit~ping and forwanliug J ~weller/, .~;;li'ii't ; il'i~;;1·,:: : ::: : ::·\ " 

~·.orw:~r~hn~ or t ranshipping Cargo, ..... ............. .. .. .... .. ... 1
4 

'' 

I mm;luppmg or forwanlin" Opium "") '' 1 
G 

. o ' ............ .. .. .. .. · ........ , ..,_ per c 1cst 
oods wtthdrawn or re-shipped · 1 (' • ·• • Grantitl" L e tters of c., r ' .................................. 2. ,() lllllllS~!Oll. 

, . o • • lel tt, .. .. . .......... .. ............ .. ........ . 1 per cent 
I• or llot.ng_ slnp's hmmwss wbeu no iHward or outward Corn- I !W cent~ .er 

Ill!SS!Oll IS enmeu . , , , . · p , ................... · .... .. .... ... .. ...... J Hegtster ton. 

The conversion into. Houg kong currency of ~terl iug fre ight inward to Hon"'
~ong, ~~~y;~te. m Hong~ong, sLtnll, unlc~s otherwise ~ tipnlatetl, he made 
·~t ~he I.tt.e fm Bank. Bills .on L omlon payable on dem:1tul; n.nJ. the rate 
mh~1g at the clo;;e ot a mall shall he the mtc appli;~able to such 1mr[JO'-C 

dnnng the subsequent week. ·· 

BIWKEHAGES. 

B ills and B ullion .................................. . l per cent 

FP~·odnce & General M erclmnditie, . ........ .... l , . 
Ire A rms, ................................ .... .... 1-

For negotiating and completing Charters l 
u.ml procuring Freight, .................. f 1 

}Jayablo lty Seller. 

" 
, 

, " 
,. 

" " 
by Ship. 
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TARIFF OF BR.OI{ERAGES 
To be charged to Buyer and Seller, 

ADOPTED BY 

THE STOCKBROKERS' ASSOCIATION OF HO~GKONG, 
27t!t Janumy, 1899. 

--~---------- - -----

BANKS-
China. & Japan, Ltd., ordinary... 25c. 

Do. preference... 50c. 
Do. defen·ecl ... $1.00 

Hongkong & Shanghai.... ...... .. 50c. 
Na.tionnl Bank of China., Ltd... . 50~. 

Do. Founders' .•. $1.00 
LoANS & DEBENTURES-

Chinese Loan '86 E ............. 1 
H.K. & Kowloon Wharf 5! 0

/ 0 

H.K. High-Level Tramways . • }- a 0 /o 
Humphrllys' Estates .. .......... I 
China Provident L. & M. Co. J 

l:NSURANCES-
Cauton .. ... .... . . .. . ..... .. . .... .. 50c. 
China Fire........................... 50c. 
China Traders' . ... .. .. .. .... .... .. 50c. 
Hongkong Fire ............ .... ..... $1.00 
North China. ............. ........... $1.00 
Straits Marine . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . . . 25c. 
Union ........... .. ........ ... . ..... 50c. 
y angtsze . ... . .... . . .. . . . . .... .. .. .. 50c. 

JJAND & BUILDING-
H.K. Land Investment ..... ... . 50c. 
Kowloon Land Investment...... 25c. 
Humphreys' Estate .... ........... 15c. 
West Point Building . .. .. .. . . ... 50c. 

HoTELS-
Hongkong Hotel .... ......... .. . .. 50c. 

MINING-
Queen Mines... ...... . . . ... .. . . ... 5c. t 
Charbonnages ............ ; ........ $1.00* 
Jelebu ..... . ....... . ... .. . . ... . ..... lOc. 
Oliver's . . . ..•. .. ..... . .•• ...... .• ..•• 10c. 
Punjom ...... .................. ...... IOc. 
l 'taubs.... .. .. ...... . .• ... .... ... ...... lOc. 
Great Eastern and Caledonians IOc. 

STEAMSHIP CoMPANI:t:S-
China Mutuals . .................. . 
China & Manila .............. .. .. 
Douglas S.S. Co ....... ..... ..... ·· 
Hongkong, Canton~ & ~iacao .. . 
Indo-China S. Nav1gatwn .... .. 
Star Ferry .......................... . 

50c. 
50c. 
50c. 
25c. 
50c. 
1~. 

Mrsc:t:LLANEOUS-
Amoy Dock Co., Ltd. ... ... .. . ... 15c. 
.Bell's Asbestos . ... .• ... ...... .. . . . • 15c. 
Campbell, Moore & Co. ..•.....• 10c. 
Carmichael & Co., Ltd. .. .• . .... 25c. 
China Borneo • . . .. . . .. . .. . . . . . • . .. 25c. 
China Providents . . .. .. ... . ........ 15c. 
China Sugar . • . . . . . . . • . . . . • . . .• . .. •• 50c. 
Dairy Fu.rm Co. .................. IOc. 
Ewo Cotton Mills .......... ..... . .. 50c. 
Fen wick & Co., Geo. . . . ..... .. . . 25c. 
Green I sland Cement . .. . . . .. . ... 25c. 
Hongkong & China Bakery ... 5~. 
Hongkong & China Gas ... . .. .•• 50c. 
H'kong Cotton SJ(g. W. & D. Co. 5~. 
Hongkong ElectrlC . .. . . . ........ . 1 Oc. 
Hongkong H.-L. Tramways ..• 5~. 
Hongkong Ice .•. ...... ............ 50c· 
Hongkong & K. Wharf & G. ... 60c. 
Hongkong Rope .................. 5~. 
Hongkong & W'poa. Dock ... .. . 5~. 
International Cotton Mills... ... 5~. 
Laou Kung Mow Cotton Mills.. . 50c. 
Luzon Sugar.. .................... . . 50c. 
Soy Chee Cotton S.pixming Co. $2.50 
UnitedAsbestosOrlentalAgency. !Oc. 
W anchai Warehouse & Storage oOc. 
Watson & Co., A. S. . •• .... . .... 15c. 
Yah Loong Cotton Spinning Co. 6~. 

All Stocks 1\'Iarket Value $1 and under, as follows: Sh 
' d 50 t 10 cents per al.'e. $1 and not un er cen s .. · · · · .. • · · · · · · •· · · ·· Sha 

under 50 cents but not undel.' 25 cents.·.... 5 cents per Sh re. 
2~ cents per are. 

under 25 cents · ..... ... ".'" .. . ........ ··· ;";r share bv the above list, aud the 
N.IJ.-On all stocks, on which 1th~ b;~~e~afe 15$~~·~.~ts~~~~e~~;e ~rokerage tvlll be 26 cen~ per share, 

market value ofw uc t Ja s ke ow .. 11 be 15 ce'nts per share; nnrl if t he stock drops 
below $10 per share, the bro cruge '" . will be charged. 
under 86 per •!mre, only 10 cents. per sh~rc ,brokerag~r share by the abOve list, and the 

On all stocks, on whirh tl_te brokcrn~c ts fixed (Lt. :/5 cents fho brokerage '"ill be 15 cent.~ per 
market valu.c of wbtch fall • belt"'~ ~JO 1"''1 srhnr~;" bmkcrage will be 10 cents per share 
shure ; and tf the swck falls be o\\ .,. per s tu c, 
only. 

• 1 as Ion as the rice Is under $200 per sh.we ; if ~200 and over, the brokerage will be $2.50 per share 
t fr the pri~e reachfs $1~ per share, the Brokerage wtll be 10 cents per share. 

.. 

MINUTES o.f the Yert.rly General illeeting o.f the HoNGKONG 

GB~EHAL CnAMBEl{ OF CoM~lERCE, held on Wedne.'lday, the 
5th Ap1il, 1899, for tlze purpose of J'eceiving the Report of the 
Committee and passing the Secretar,!/s Accounts for the year 
ended 31st December, 1898. 

PJ'esent :-
Mr. R. M. GRAY (Chairman) in the Chnit·, Messrs. A. 1-IAUPT, Hon. 

J. J. BELL InYr:-w, T. J ACI\soN, A. :McCoNAcmE, ,V. PoATR, H. A. lhTcHm, 

N. A . Smn;;, and Hon. T. H. WmnmEAD (Committee), :Messrs. E. S. 
'\VHEALI.rm, A. SuF.LTON HooPF.R, G. L. To:MI.lN, E. W. MITCHF.LL, J. H. 

LEWIS, D. E. BROWN, G. W. !<'. P LAn'AIR, G. H . PoTTs, T. ARNOLD, G. 

STEWAitT, ,J. R. )frenA EL, C. A. TolrEs, P. Bnr.wrTT, GnA. NYILLE SHARP , 

R. H. Hn.L, A. H. Rr.:sNrE, G. DJ~ CnAMPEAu x, J. H. MA CL lUIOSE, A. J. 

RAYMOND, A. B. AV ASIA, F. W. HALL, G. H. WnEEI.EH, HARRY WICKING, 

A . G. WooD, Ho FooK, Lu.o TzE ~AN, and H. C. WrLcox (Secretary). 

The SECRETAHY rend the notice con1•ening the meeting. 

The minutes of the lrtst annua l meeting of the Cha.m ber a nd the public 

meeting held to hear an addt·e8s from Lord Charles Beresfor<l having been 

confirmed, 

The CnAIR)IAN sn.id-Geut.Jemen, I think th:~t I may with n.tlvantn.ge 

follow the usual practice autl propose that the re port of the Committee :md 

the ~ecretnry's ueconnts for 1898, which have be en in your hands for some 

time, be taken as rea I. The report embrace~ :L considerable mriety of sub

jects and show;; that we have not been a ! toge ther idle during the period nnder 

review. The year that has elapsed since I hntl the pleasure of addressing 

you at out· last yearly general m eeting has been a 1·ery momentous one in the · 

life of this Colony . Not only ha1·o we seen most important llevelopments in 

the neig hbouring Empire of Chiua, but we have experience.! t he enlarge

ment of our own bonU!larie~, wh ich cannot fail to add immensely to t he 

growth nnd importance of the Colony, while a t the same time prodding it. 

with a Letter means of defence. Events nt Peking marched rn.pidly last year, 

nnd your Committee, remarking: their tenllency, decided to throw in their 
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weight with the representation:,; from other bollies,,aml took occ:1.sion in MIL)" 

last to all<lress the Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs both by wire and 

mail on the snbject, stt·ongly urging the neces~ity, :dike for the benefit of the 

Colonists and on s t.rat.eg:ic gronntl~, of securing a new frontage to the north, 

and the cession of certain islands in the vicinity. When in July we gathered 

some hints a !'< to the condition s of the CouYention ·signed on the 9 th ,June, 

t.hat the grnntell concession was clogged with a stipulation for the resernl

tion of Kowloon city IJn<ler Chinese jnris(liction, together w it.h n lnnding

p\ace there fo r the com·enicncc of Chinese men-of-war, etc., while the Chi

nese Imperinl :\'[a.ritimc Cu.;toms dc<>ired to keep a footiug within the waters 

of the Colony, it W tts tleeide(l by the Committee th at an earnest. protest 

shoul<l ue sent home to the same quarter pointing out the necessit.'· o f ahsoh1te 

freedom from Chinese Cn:;tom,; and jnristl iction of the whole Kow loon exten

sion tcnitory. (Appbnsc.) This wlts accordingly doue, a ut! I nm happy to 

s tntc tl1at it. hn~ now her.n olfir.ially gi,:en out. thnt t.hc Chinese Cnstom:> 

stulions will he removed to t.heir own frontier. W e are still without precise 

inl'ormat.iou with regard to the proposetl Chinc~e n ·seJTation of Kowloon city, 

whid 1 was npparently concedml for the ><axing o f Chinese face, hut which 

enn only IJc reganl<'d a~ a mi~take, a~ it mn5t either be a farce as far a s 

Chiii('SC jnrisdi,,tion i~ eoncer1wd, or el~e :111 iutolerul•le thorn in the flesh of 

the Colony, whid1 will nccc.osit.ate earl~· nml c·omplete extraction. Tb ere ha:< 

la•en eons hlernhle delay in tak ing- pos:<cs~ ion or the new terri tory , over which 

t he Briti ~h fla:~ llas not yet been hoisted , hu t arrangements arc now in 

progres~ for its a<lmiui~t.J'ilt ion and, we trm:t., early tleYelopment. The newly 

a('qn irell te rrit o ry, with th J sam e conditions of freedom nuder whieh t bis por t 

ft onri;o:h c~ , p romi,: rs to h:n·e a most sneeessful fntnrc awl to he of much val ue 

to this Colony, g iving, ns it. will, g refl.tcr scope for the establi shment of uew 

indus trio~, m1•l the dH.:apcr llfl,hitatiou of a lar~o population, wit!wnt; le t or 

hindrn1u~e to their free circulation within ont· honlcr~. ln congratulating 

oursch·cs ou t his ac<pli ~ition, w e s honl<l not forget t o reeonl our thanks to 

Sir Cr..\l'PJ: :\IACI>•' !\AT.n for hi s ;<ncce~;;fnl exertions on onr behalf. (Ap-

plause.) 

The u~•' of hank not.e~ haYing he<'omc far more general of late years, t.he 

incnn venit•Jwc to tra<le eau ;;;ed hy their Hcnrr ity e \·en whe n the a u thorised 

limit. of i:,,;nc lwd ])een somewhat excec•le<l, wa,; greatly :1.f!g ravated las t 

)lid ~IHnmer hy the Hank eonecrnc,J·hcing called upon to r etlnce its circula

tion to til e le;!:tlizc<l amonnt, 111Hl the prc:<~nre felt l•y all enga~e1l in commerce 
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was so marked that some relie f beeatnc impemti ve. The H ongkang awl 

Shangha i Ihuking Corporation accordingly m:tde n propo~:d to the Goveru

me nt that fo r any excess of the au thorizeJ no te is~ue they wonl1l lo1Jgc sih·er 

dolll\1' for <lolhtr in t he custotly of the Colonial Treawrcr. T his propo~i tiou was 

~ trougly snpporte(l by your Committc(', a nd. h:tdng been accepted uy the 

G overmue nt, has afforded the tlesirell relief by au atk qn:tt.e supply of uote 

i~sue. In this connec tion, I would like to point out that the Colo:JV is ILt 

present flooded with dollars nml small coin f rom the Canton mint, a;1Ll a b 0 

JapaneHe yen, none of whieh are legal tenJer. They ha ,·e, however, beeJt 

il!trodnced here, and wore tw doubt obtn ine<l a t a t!isco:Jnt. Thi~ is an evil 

which will g row , autl being oue which e:~.nses incoavenienc~ and loss to t.h3 

general public, steps should he taken to amend it. 

The sudden resolve by the Governmen t la..;t Septcmh"r to raise the 1·ent; 

asked fot· whan·c~ aml pier.;;, by s omething like ten times the :nnonnt now 

paid, eliuited a protc~t from the C hamber, but the GoYernment, in reply, 

expressed their itmbility to modify t he red~e:l tariff. H is Excellencv the 

Governor, who 'arrived me:mt.ime, has, l am gbt! w note, re;!og nise:l the 

reasonauleuess of the Chamber'll s uggest ion.-;, an :! I untler~ l. n.tH! an mncntled 

tariff ou a more equitable b:t~i,; ha,; ueen praerieally agreetl upon. • 

The idea of :shortening t he period:; of lenses of Crown lmH!s, in order 

that the Go,·ammeut s hout.! re:tp the benefit o.f some of the uue:trnetl inere

meut, has l>een extended to Hongkong by t be Colonial Office, althoug h the 

circnmstauces are different from t.ho:se ruling in the l!uitetl Kiug,Jom. A fter 

a brief t rial o r the ~ystem of :;hort leases whcu t he Colony was fir~t started, 

the G overnment grante(\lcases for 999 years (practically equn.l to freehold, 

ex cept in the point of Crown l~ ent), ant! for abou t half a. century !nut! has 

heen sol,\ iu t his Colony fo r that term, w hich t he Chinese rightly consider a> 

being quite as good a~ f reehold as regards tcmu e. Thi.:; policy has now, 

without any previon,; uotice, beeu re ,·er:;ed, ;tml your Committee, eou:sicleriug 

that the s hort period wou ld be likely to a<h ·en;cly a tYe<:t sa le,;, allll cause a 11 un

fair appreciMiou of existing properties, with a teutleucy to crowd the olJ Jots, 

atldressctl a ~troug protest to the ~ecret.ary of l; t:Lte, through this Govemmcnt, 

on the subject. :i.Vlr. Cu.urBEHLA I~ wa~, bol\'evcr, not to he mo ved, and 

adhere~ t :J his decisiou, tho t1gh expres:;iug a read iness to embody terms i1~ the 

leaseo proYitling for ·their re newal for a similar period at such a.tl a d vanee in 

Crown reu ts as seems j ustitied by the the u valne of the land. No provision 
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is made for a reduction in the Crown rent in the c1·en\ of depreciat ion. (~Ir. 
(~ltANVJI.l,E SnAnl'-" Hear, hear.") 

The working of the Post Office during the pas t. year caused gt·eat t.lis" 

sati::;faction nml incon veuience and gave rise to much correspo1ulence. The 

Chamber ttthlrcsscu s trong representations to the GoYernment on the subject, 

in response to which General BLACK reques ted the Secre tary of State to 

appoint a trained officer from the English Post Office to succeed i\tlr. NoRTH

coTE as Assi~tant Postmaster Genera l. Unfortunately, uo att-ention has been 

pnitl to this most reasonable request, and the position is to be fi llell hy an 

official with only a Colonial experience at St. Vincent. W(; have in Captain 

IIAsTtNGS, who now direct.s the Post O!lice, a zealous officer, who may be 

rclietl upon to do all he can to ensure care tmd despatch, but i t b very much 

to be regretted that wheu a Goverument Department has been alloweol to 

lap~e into a state of inefficiency, trained assi~tance has not been provided to 

thoroughly re-organize the staff. There is also a strong opinion abroad that 

the accommodation in t.he present building is insufficient for thi~ important 

awl still growing department. Without consulting the Colony, or ttt any 

rate not until it was too late to object, the Colonial Office has cxteruletl to us 

the system. of penny postage with the United Kingdom and certain of the 

other Colonies. Exeellent as is the uuiversu.l system of penny postage, I feur 

that its partial application. will pro\' e an expensh·e matter to this Colouy, 

J
'ut.I (J'in•droru the :Memorandum of the late Postmaster- Genernl, :Nir. Tuoll so::-~ , 

0 0 

who estimated a probable loss to the revenue of $30,000 annually· 

Owing to the intennption of cable communication with Lnzou tlnriug 

the hostilities in the Philippines lttst year, we were for some t ime deprived 

of the valm~hle aJHl timely storm warnings we have for many years been 

accustomed to receive from the Obsernl.tory at :Manila. r~ort lli JfLt~ly for the 

Colony nnd its ~hipping, last year wa:; one of compurati ve immunity from 

typhoons. It wafl, however, 11 consiJerablc relief wben telegraphic commu

nication with :Manila wns restored, and these messrtgcs were recommenced. 

In refereuce to this suhject, ~ince the report wn::~ writteu, m1 nuplea:>anL incident 

has occurred. The Director of the i\tian!la Observatory bus alhlrcgsed to 

the Clmmber a letter in which he states that in cOJtsequencc of certain repre

sentations mallC by t.he Director of the Oh,;er vatory a t Kowloon to the 

Weather Bureau at \Vashington, in,;tructiou s haYc been .given to the :Manila 

Observatory to di seontinue semling these storm warnings to llongkong. It 
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would appear from the letter from F ather ALGUB, tbat Dr. D om:m:K took 

exception to the messages and accused tbe good D irectors of the Ohservntory 

at Manila of being possessed of very little scion tilic education and ofs~ndhw 
' 0 

sensational ty phoon warnings to the Hougkoug newspapers. Tbi.; commu-

nication wi th the \Veatber B ureau M Wa~hington was without the sanction 

of the Hongkoug Government, who, iu consequence of a despatch from this 

Chambet· enquiring into the matter, have now addressed tbc Military Gov

m·nor of the l 1hilippines to that effect, :mu ha 1·e expressed a hope that the 

order for the cliscontiuuance of the meteorological information will be rescind

ed. 1 fail to sec ho \v the most prejudiced person could possibly characterize 

as "sensational " the very brief and businesslike, but at the same time ex

tremely valualJle llespatches we have heen in the lmbit of receiving from 

:Manila, nml for which tbe tuanks of the Chamber, as representing the mer

cautile nnd shipping community, are undoubtedly due. 

A scheme for making n westcm ltarhour of refuge for small craft in 

stormy weather, by the construct ion of a breakwater from Slaughterhouse 

Poin ~, was advanced by Mr. R. K. L Ewn , mul recommended to the favour

able consideration of the Govcrument by your Committee, who have in no 

way nltered their opinion, nlthongh H iB Excell ency the G overnor does uot 

see his way for. the pr·escut to take up the question in con:;eqnence of the 

heavy expemliturc which wouhl he involveJ . T he existing harbour of 

refuge to the eastward is 1;ot ouly silting up but it posses~es the great 

tlisadvaut.ngc of being to windward whenever bnd weather i:; appro:whiug, 

nnd is therefore very tlitficult of acce:>:s to small crnft, which conse![Uently 

have t.o seek shelter much earlier than if th ey luul a refuge in the opposite 

direction. 

Conseqneut npDn the recurrence of plal-{ne last yoar, tltis Colouy was 

t\guiu pnL to great loss and i uconveuicnce loy the quarautine imposed at the 

various ports in Eastern sea~ on arri 1·a.l s from H ougkong waters. Happily 

the prospect this year is brighter, and the cnses of plague, both here aml on 

the ·mniulnud, have been few in numher , lliHl we have every hope tha t the 

disease will continue t.o be of n sporad ic character. All the same, the sou them 

ports have already imposed quarantine upon ns. To-dny, we lmve received 

a notice from the Government that nine thtys' quarantine ha~ been imposed 

at Bangkok, and the Venice Sanitary Convent ion Regulations will be im

posed at Calcutta n.gainst vessels arriving from Hongkong. 
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I regr0t t(} say that in the matter of t:tx:atiou on for.;ign imports, although 

much has been saiLI aml more ha~ hcen written, ~ve can hardly cl:tim t'J ba\'e 

ad vnnced oue iota. The tso li, or destination ta:(, continues to he:tr the 

same illllefinita slmp~ that it ha~ :tl way;; done, and whieh it will do so long 

as Chiu:Jse offi ~in.ls, from the highest t.) tl1e lowe~ t., arc l'CnJ ly nnfriemlly to 

LJI'cign trade awl lo"lk upJu it as :t mitch cow to bJ ;;qtteezc-1 in e\•ery avail

able manner, while t'oreigu Power.> se3tn t J L~ quite impotent in t.l1e matter 

of insisting upou the mtt•ryiug out ot' their Treatic., . It c:tnnot. he too often 

brought Lcforc the public, :nl this mnst l.J:.l my excn~e for re peating i t here , 

that iu Article 2o of the Bl'itish Tient.;in Tren t~' of 18:i8, after detiuing the 

method of payment of transit dnc~, the following word,; occur :--And mt pa!J

ment tltcreoj' n certificate slwll be issued w!ticlt s!tall e::cempt the goods .from 

all Jurt!ter inland clwrye:; w!trttsoever." Thi~ contention i~ fully endor,;ed 

by Lord ELGIN's pri ntte despatch to the Foreign Office ad vi~iug the Treaty 

-n.nd yet the ilt!l efinite tw li tax ~till tlonrishe~. The efYorts made by llr. 

BREXAN, U.B."M. Consul at Canton, to obtain relial.ile iufonnat ion about 

taxr.tion n.t. Llestin:t tion haLl a somewhat disappointing result, a~ it transpired 

thn.t although most. article:> oE foreign import w ere professedly liable to :~jso li 
tax of about 2 per cent., the system of collection is so unreliable thnt there is 

really no eertninty as to its amount. 

Wit h recrnru to the mission of Lord CnAHLES BEUESFORD anu hiti meet-
0 

ings with us here, that is all too fresh iu your recollection to need much 

commeut from me now. \Ve listeuell with much plea;;ure to hi s address 

here, and shall watch with intere:H t.lw prug1·c . .;s of hi~ advocacy of the policy 

of the" Opeu Door." Hi~ L:mlship has reached Englallll, aml th e press of 

that country arc hcgiunins t.o di~cn~s hi~ ~nggestions. Whatever may he the 

ontcome of those ~nggestion~, one thing :~t least i~ ccrtaiu ,-nothiug hut good 

can re~nlt from tlw di:;en:; s iou of t!JC Chinese problem anti from the wide 

publicntiou of the army of fact.~ :md opin~on~ that Lonl CHAHLES BEUES~'Ol:D 
has collec ted with the o bjcct of influencing and in,;tructiug public opinion iu 

Urent llritain an:l America. (Appbnsc.) Ouc of the recommendations in 

1 
ltC" Resolutions passed by your Committee for tran!:'miosion to his 

Lordship lms alrcn•ly seen partit\l fulfilme!lt in the promi~ed opening 

to Foreign Trade of the port of ~anning-fu on the West Hi ver, for 

which, I believe, we are grmttly indebted to t.he exertions of Mr. HosiE, 

H.B.~l. Consul at ·wuchoiV. \Ve have great reason to hope that tbi:> will be 

of mnch ultimate benefit to onr trade. 
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The attention of capitalists in En rope and A m erica is being drawn to 

China as a field for the in vestment of capital anti t he Ynrious rail way projects 

are making steady progresd. I t is most gratify ing, coming down to our own 

borders, to know that the snn·ey of the line from Hankow to Canton has 

been completeJ, and the one for the railway from K owloon to Cant.ou has 

just been commenced. It. will, of course, be some time before we arc in 

direct railway communication with Hankow, but that eYent ( which but late ly 

looked very far off) seems now to he almost within measnrable di~tmwe. 

The balance of trade is a very real thing in the actual foreign 1rade with 

China. ·whctt the prollncts of the country, prtrt.iculn.rly minerals, are t.n.ppcd 

by n rail way system which will incren.se the volume of exports, nml the 

money coming in for them-then, and not. till then, can we expect. to see the 

demand for imports increase in proportion to the reasonable .wants of this 

immense population. 

As soon as peace is restored in the Phi lippines nnd t he orderly adminis

tration of tho islands undertaken, the1·e eau be li ttle doubt that their trn1le 

wi ll receive a great stimulus from being mulor the control of a progressive 

P ower. t'nllor the Spanish ru le, tmtle wn:; hampered by heavy duties and 

the most vexa tions system of Cn~ton1s regu lations. It is s incerely to be 

hoped that the Unit.e:l Stl\te~ will :tdop t a liiJe l'rtl fiscal policy both in the 

interests of the island~ aml iu those of trade generally. 

In the mat ter of legislation duriug the year wo have not had much oc

casion for the services or our ene1·get.ic member, :\Ir. WHITEH EAD. T he Trade 

l\lnrks Amendment Or·linance has been pa ssctl with the appro>al of your Com

mittee ; and the :Merchant S hipping Consolidation Ordinance, 1899, is now o 11 

the stocks aml its nwio ns cl:wse~ are undergoing the consideration of a Sub

Committ.ee. 

Onr worthy Secretary, M r. " 'ILCOX, hns as u sual given his best efforts 

to the bn~ilteS$ of the Cha1nher and 11. glance at our correspondence will ex

plain that. t his is no light matter. (Applause.) Concerning the Committee 

and t he members thorn is little for me to ad1l to the R eport. We hnve lost 

three members only during the yenr, :nHI nil of these onJ_,, on their discon

tinuan ce of hn\iness he1·c. .As n. se t-off we have to welcome six new mem

bers whose election yon will he asked to c0nfirm presently. :Mr. DonwEI.L an<l 

Mr. HF.RBltRT SmTII re:>igued t he Committee upon leaving the Colony and 

Mr. ::VIcCos.u·mE and Mr. l'OA1'E were invitell to fill their places. It ~dll be 
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necessary for you to-day to elect a new Committee. All the outgoing Com

mittee have consented to serve if elected. The Chamber's finances continne 

to flourish and improve. Onr little resen·e fund has grown from $4,000 to 

$7,000, with the proslJect of furt.ber substautiat increase next year. The 

Pinnacle Rock .Fund, spite of all efiorts to _utilize it, continues to incre:tse, 

although one yote of $50, for (liscovery of a submergell danger, has been 

made from it. I do n-:1t think, gentlemen, that there is any other subject 

requiring special remark from me now. Before proposing the adopt~on of the 

report and accounts, the Committee will he glaLl to listen to any discussion on 

the various matters that have been dealt with~ or to hear any \'iews on other 

subjects which member~ may wish to present. (Applause.) 

~h. GRANVILU: SHARP s:tid--Mr. Chairm:tn an<! gentlemen,--We luwe 

been vociferous iu our pt·aises of Lord SAUSBunY, Sir CLAl:DJ;: :MACDONAI.D, 

the China Association, and the Navy League in London, Hongkong, and Shang
hai, for the successful carrying out of the wish, which had its first express ion 

here in the Hon. Mr. CnATEu's letters, for the extension of the Colony. W e 

now find, upon the pnblication of this volnminons aml in ntluahle report, how 
important a part the IIongkong General Chamber of Commerce has taken in 

this . matter. Through the heat of last summer, from May to Septemuer, 

they have been hnsy, with the pea !UHl the wire, north, south , everywhere, 

nn<l they are entitletl to share richly in the meell of praise w hi eh is eagerly 

offered bv nil who are concemecl for the welfare of thi::; impor t1tnt Colony. 

( Applan;o.) I think, Mr. Chairman, that we are all of one mind thnt we. 

should have this concession "all in all nr not a.t. all." This is altogether 

reasotmhle, and being so, the Home Government will not fuil to obtain it for 

us. The Committee have phinly st:ttcd th<tt this is ahsolntely indispen;:nhle, 

nnd Hotwkonrr \vill be satisfied with nothing less. The more Chinese who 
, . 0 0 

come aml settle here the bet ter. If their rulers choose to visit us, well and 

goo,l, IJnt we can give them nothing approaching to a status iu the Colony 

of Hougk:
111

g or any of its depenJencies. We have one lion alre:t.dy, nml 

the place is not large euougll fot· Lwo. (Applan~c.) F nfortnnately there is 

another md equally impot·tant defect in the Kowloon oxteusiou treaty, viz., 

the term of the lca~e . I£ it is deemed necessary to pnt the arrangE.>ment 

in this form to ' 'save face," which people generally in l~himt cann{>t 

nnderstaml, then t.hc lc.m~e :;honl•l have been for 999 year:>, and not for 99 ! 

~!any pe·
1
ple have been sorely puz%lcd ahont this apparently inexplicable 

prol,lcm. The Chamber, hy its letter of the 22ntl ~eptr.mhe r la~t, ha,·o 
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gi\'en very clear expression to the \'iews of the community both native :mu 

F oreig n. Their arguments being simply unanswerable, no attempt whatever 

is mnde to reply to them. The Government simply s tates that "after due 

consideration of the views expressed hy the Chamber, the Secretary of S tate 

adheres to his tleeision th1~t lc~ses shall, in future, be reLlucell from 999 

years to 75 years, or at the longest 99 years." As it is impossible for any 

one to transfer, even hy indentured sheet, more than he possesses, it 

might puzzle our lawyers to make a good title for a 99 yeat·s' lease from 

Her Most G racious Majesty to a Hongkong Crown lessee of :\ building 

lot in the new concession, sceit;g that a portion of the head tenant's leo.se, 

dated 9th June last, for a li.ke period has already expired! Very great 

inconvenience mus t m·ise as the period of the Chinese Government's le:ise 

to Gre1~t Britnin progressively diminishes, in the constant abbreviation of 

the term for which sub-leases caa be g mnted. If no lenses for 99 vears 

are possible, we are at once shnt up to 7 5, which th e (;hamber has ri:h tlv 
0 -

said will greatly discourage investments in the Colony. I do not think that 

the 999 yenrs' leases will be enhancell in value bv their f .1r ther issue heinu • 0 

proscribed, hut rather that a ll property will share in the general depression 

which will ensue upon this eht\nge. I t is a sau disappointment to those who 

· have been expecting the nd vent of a period of local prosperity upon the 

completion of the Reclamation. This vast undertaking could never have been 

accomplished had leases of 7 5 years prevailed along the sea front. Neither 

would those five magnificent blocks at its eastern end have been built. No 

sane man wonld lay out half a million dollars on a block having only a i5 
years' lease. (Hear, hear!) The greatest sufferers will be the Chinese, as 

they are the largest borrowers. The Chinese hero are not like to those in the 

United States. There they are sojonrners. Here they make their home. 

'I'hey hring their earnings in Amet·im\ for investment in 1-Iongkong. Pro

perty owned by foreig ners is generally disposed of npou their leaving Cl1ina, 

u.lways at their death, whereas that belonging to Chinese descends to their 

children.• ·Chinese fonnd fo.mil i0s which continne after they arc gone. T his 

change in title is ' 'cry seriously regarded by these people, to whom pract.ical

ly nnd iucl'Casingly the Colony l.elongs. They pay the taxes and support. 

the a(ltnini.strution of the Go\·ernment. The 

ure li tera lly here to -Jay an,! gone to-morrow. 

consists of three years not thirty. Chinese 

There are, of .conr~P-, speculative Chinese. 

great majority of foreigners 

A generation mnongst. them 

families rarciy die out here. 

They purchn~e :ttHl dispo~e of 
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property, receiving any profit which may have accrued, but they do not belong 

to the most substantial or influentit~l class, amongst whom the disposal of 

property is regarded much in the same light as the cutting of timber is looked 

upon amongst the landed aristocracy in Engbnd. This is a good and whole

some feeling, and it should be the business of the British Government to 

reco"'nise and encourage it. I cannot think that anything has operated to 
"' ' brin"' ahout this disastrous proposal but the lease for 99 yen.~·s of the Kow-

loon0hinterlnnd. If it is really intended to get something ont of the lot

holders, it is a .~reat change of policy, and looks more like Spanish, Portu

guese. or French colonization. And how h~we all their schemes answered ? 

We have no internal rerp1irement8 beyont.l the power of our ordinnry taxa

tion to discharge ; we can by an effort manage to meet the charge of the 

military contribution, together wilh costly Government, provided that onr 

resources arc not sqnandercll in f:ds and fancies. "Oh, but.," someone 

exclaim~, ·~the unearneLl increment!" Hongkong is the worst place in the 

worlJ for a m:m to get anything without earning it. The Government, 

moreover, is snre of its Crown rent, no trifling item, from the moment that 

the hammer falls. Aml, ~o soJn as the bnil•lings are erected, it comes in for 

13 per cent. upon the anunal valne of tho whole property. All those who 

invest their money in the "freehold of 999 years," such as it is, constitute 

themselves the bnlwark of the Colony's prosperity. Every native Crown 

lessee is himself a host:~ge for the peace and order of Hongkong. 'vV e, the 
present residents in Hongkoug, arc not alone intereste(l in the preservation 

of the integ rit.y of our laudell securities. The monied men at home who ad

vatwe upon mortgages, and the large constituency of shareholders in our 

old-established and l!ucccssful Ba.uking, Insurance, and Steam Companies, 

who lend their spare eapit1~l and reserve funds upon these securities. As the 

agricultural counties iu England Jiscount the hills of the manufacturing 

districts in the Nort.h, so naturally the Colonies make use of the savings in 
the mother country. We are now suffering from the depletion caused by the 

withdrn.wal of funds upon apprehensions regarding sil,•er Yalues. It is most 

untlesimble that this should be further intensified hy fears in reference to our 

land tenure. There is no more fruitful cause of financial mischief in England 

than the glut of money seeking employment, anti the positive greed with 

which the most. shadowy and specious project;; arc embmcetl. 'With money 

obtainable at 3 per cent. the borrower is no longer sct·vnnt t.o the lender, but 

his master. I t is the re~ult of mistaken an•l erroneous legislation that money 
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is at the same time worth two per cent. on one side of the world and twenty 

per cent. on the other, in the several portions of the British E mpire. Why 

s~ould the E~glish people be almo:lt compelled to in,·est their money in 

l•rench, Russmn, and German stocks, to say nothing of T urks nnd Argentine 

Republics, by legislation which places British Coloni:ll securities at n disad

vantage? Hongkong, in face of many difficulties, has done well, as showu 

in the concluding pages of the report presented to-day for our adoption. 

Why should so important o.nd fundament.'ll a change be made as that now 

declared, viz., the reJ notion of the term of Crown leases from 999 to ';' 5 

years? I shalluever forget the last three words which my General ?llanrwer 

(a. little man, but a giant iu fin~tncc), hissed through his teeth nt me, as 
0
he 

closed the door between us on my depnrture f rom England for Bombay, 

"Don't make changes." Mr. Chairman, I believe that the immediate and 

ultimate success of this new Colony-the Kow loon concession- is intimate! 

bound up with this curtailment of the term of British Crown leases. W~ 
have not the money, and the Chinese have not the money, to thorouubly 

develop it. It mnst come from England, and the i 5 years' lease will no; be 

favourably regarded as a security. But very many will be willing to advance 

to Chinese on mortgage of a 999 years British t itle Tbe·J{owlo C · • on oneesswn 

will, if rightly managed, largely increase the resources of the Colonv. A t 

first additional claims will arise from the considerable area to be con;.rolled 

but ~e may presume that no attempt will be made to govem this tet·ritor; 

pree•.sely as Hongkong is governe<l. A small loau m:~y probably be needed, 

but, tf carefully expended, the dollars will soon com3 back and there will be 

no need to rely upon the profit from the falling in of 75 years' Crown leases 

for its repayment.. The Honourable the Secretary of State for the Colonies 

informs us that these leases will be renewed upon such an Mlvance iu Crown 

rent as is justified by the then value of land, and tha t in the event of the laud 

being resumed by the Government for public purpo5es, compensation will Le 

given. The narrower one's experience in tllis direction, the greater the sati::;fac

tion with which these assurances will be regarded. I am afraid that trustees 

will be disposed to view these conditions in the same light that they reganl the 

British sphere of influence in the Yangtsze Valley , as somewhat nebulous. 

The recent legislation prohibiting Government officials from ownin.,. or deal

ing in land and property I thiuk is far more injurious than Lencfid:l, anl as 

necessarily taking them out of sympathy with a most importan t class, with

out whose active enterprise the advance of our Colonial in teres ts wouhl be 
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impof>sible. No doubt an effort will be made by the Go,·ernment to secure 

thn.t. each case be decidetl upon its merits. This will result in a constant 

succession of bargn.inings and contentions between the Government and 

private imlividnals, opening the door to favouritism on the one hand or in

justice ami oppression on the other. But surely, is such a thing at all pos· 

sible? We know ourselves how \'cry weak we are. Although a man may 

himself be mnzzleJ he yet fiuds pleasure in popping ti t-bits into others' 

mouths, whilst watching with vicarious enjoyment the deglut.ition process. 

Your Committee, in their admirable letter of 22nd September last, have 

pointed out that by direct action of the Hou~e of Commons the term of Crown 

leases in this Colony was extended to 999 years. The npplication of .this 

rule to all Crown leases was strongly recommended by t.he Lantl Commission 

ILppointed by Sir WILLIJ.M HENRY MAI~SJI on the 30th April, 11:!86, aud t.he 

only reason of which we are aware for a change is found in the absolutely 

needless and utterly unme:miug limitation of the term of the Kowloou con· 

cession. The British nation is entitled to the possession of much more than 

this infinitesimal portion of the Chinese Empire in perpetuity, allll I trust 

that this Chamber will not fail to urge upon the Government the necessity 

of securing this concession for 999 years. We may then be able to secure 

sub-lenses for .~00. (Applause.) 

The CHAIRMAN then proposed the adoption of the report and t.he Secretary's 

accounts. 

Mr. GltAMVlLLE SHARP-I have great pleasure in secomling t.hc reso

lution. 

The Hon. T. II . WHITEHEAD said-At the Chamber's annual meetings 

in the last three years-1896, 189i, and 1898, I offered a few remarks in 

connection with the grave injury being done to tratle by the ins:witary con

dition of Hongkong, and, at the risk of wearying members, I feel compelled 

to again direct pointed attention to the state of nu~tters still prevailing :md 

which are extremely unsatisfactory. The terrible visitation of the buLonic 

plngue in 1894 was attended with lamentable loss of life and the most hurt

ful consequences to the general interests of the Colony. Siuce then there 

has Leeu a recrudescence of sporadic casea of plague each year anll two 

somewhat extensive epidemics, one in 1896 and the other in 1898. The 

deaths from plngne were: ;)6 iu 189.3, l,Oi8 in 1896, 19 in 189i , and 1,160 

in 1898, while there were 2,485 died iu 1894. Besides this grievous morta· 
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lity the general interests of the Colouy are being seriously injured and the 

vast and growing shipping trade of the port. suffers heavy loss inaRmncb us 

quarantine restrictions are imposed at the present mome nt upon ,·essels 

arriving from Hongkong at t.he following ports :-Saigon, Singapore, Java, 

Rangoon, and elsewhere. The urgent a t. tent.ion of the Government has year 

after year since 18i 4 been earnestly d irected to the injuries and Jos~cs result

ing from the insanitary state of the eity: I refer more particularly tu the 

Colonial Surgeon's reports of 187 4 and 18i 5 ordered by the House of Com

mons t.o be printed in 188 1, to ~f r. OsuEJtT CHADWtcK's report on the 

sanitary condition of Hongkoug preset1 teJ. to both Houses of P arlbmcnt in 

August, 1982, aud another report by him dated July, 1890, to the report of 

the Permanent Commi ttee of the Sanitary Bo1~rd llatell J une, 1894, to the 

reports of the _Committee on H onsiug the Chinese da ted July and August 

1894, to the Colonial Surgeon's report on thu epidemic of buLouic plagtw, 

dated March, 1895, and to the report of the :Medical Officer of Health for 

1896. Speaking :lt a public meeting held in this building in J nue, 1894, at 

an election of two unofficial members to the Sanitary lloarJ, Mr. JACKSON 

said, and truly said :- " There is no doubt the present state of Hongkong is 

o. disgr.tce not only to the Governmen t but to our ci vilil:lntion," and Mr. Em:, 

in a well and carefully considered minute, at a ln.ter date, wrote :--'' Unless 

some well-considered scheme be adopted to ab:tte overcrowding, to resume, 

lay out, rebuild on new priuciples,at least the worst sections of the town, we 

~hall never make any real permanent progress towards immunity from fi lth 

and disease," On the 29th July, 1896, t:lir 'VILLI.U! HOBlNSON appointed 

an Insanitary Properties Commission, which consisted of Messrs. Sn:WART 

LocKHA ltT, CHAT£R, .J ACKSON, EvE, nud myself, nnd the members ma1lo a 

personal inspection of a number of the houses in the city of Victoria. They 

took exper t evidence, aml aftet· careful aud prolonged con.'lidemtiou the Com

mission reportell on 9th l\larcb , 1 H98. Pamgruph 4 uf its Heport rcatls :--

" We regret to ha ve to report that there are lllttny in~unitary 

properties in t.he Colony, am! dwellings which, in their present con 

dition, are unfit for human lmbitution. T lte back _portious of a 

number of the houses visite<l by us are dll.l"k, ill-ventilateu, extreme

ly dirty, and in some cases mere ueus of lilth . T he interior of the 

cubicles or suL-di,·isions of·thc living rooms was snch that in the 

g reat majority of cases their coutents eonld be seen only by t l..te a id 

of an art.ificial light. We wish to call particnhLr attention to the 
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tabulated statement of the Medical Officer of Health (Appendix 

No. 12) in which he states that in the Health Districts Nos. 5 and 

6, out of a total of 3,095 Chinese houses only 565 can be said to be 

in a fairly good sanitary condition. He further states that the 

balance 2,530 are insanitary and have been classed into A., B., G., 

D., and their various defects are shewn therein. In the other 

health districts of the Colony, it appears from his evidence that n 

similar unsatisfactory state of affairs exists. The Medical Officer 

of Health in his annual report for 1896 shows that 3,095 honses in 

the saicl uistricts represent 8,700 separate clwellings and embrace 

a population of about seventy~two thousand inhabitant.;;." 

A.nd the utmost importance should be attached I hereto as the report np 

to anu including para. 16 was a unanimous report, and as there is perhaps 

no one who has had a more extensive or has a more thorough knowledge of 

house property in Hongkong than Mr. Chater ; Mr. Ede_ bad a long ex per~ 
ience and not only considered questions carefully hut he was noted for his 

ability and impartiality ; while Mr. J ACKSON' s views deservedly carry great 

weight. The Sanitary Board in August, Ui96, applied to the Government 

to have the Public Health Oruinance amended, and the Medical Officer of 

Health's tabulated statement of 1st May, 1897, shows that no more 'than 18 

per cent. of the Chinese rlwellings in the City of Victoria. at that time could 

be regarJ.ed as" in a fairly good sanitary eo ndition." Notwithstanding these 

facts and that· numerous official reports on the subject as well as the unnni· 

mous recommendations of the Insanitary Propcrtie,; Commission have been 

and are before the Government (who n.lone possesses the authority to act in 

the matter), yet np to this date the requisite legislation has not been enacted 

which woulJ. give the Sanitary Boanl the power to put the cit.y into a tho~ 
roughly sanitary condition and tints render Hongkong as fa.r as bumnn energy 

and ingenuity can make it the reve1·se of a congenil\l habitation for the 

plague bacillus. It is true that a Bill entitled ' ' An Ordinance to make fm·· 

ther provision for the . sanitation of the Colony and to repeal certain enact· 

meuts of the Closed Houses and Insanitary Dwellings Ordinance, 1894," was 

read a first time on the 22nd November last, or five months ago, but the 

speech of the Hon. the Captain Superintcmlent of Police introducing tho 

proposed crude legislation was so contlemm\tory of the measure that nothing 

has since been heard of it. In respect of the important question of insanita~ 
tion our paternal G overnment continues to inuulge in the policy of latssez 

~ ·--
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.faire or "urift," as former Governments did, and evidently t.hinks that 
"e''erything is for the best in this best possible of all worMs." The Sani~ 
tary Board is still in existence but is not constituted or formed in accordance 

with the law, and not unnaturally some doubt exists as to the legality of the 

Board's actions. On more than one occasion when taken before the Supreme 

Court in re~pect of its wrongful acts the Board has been mnlcted in damaaes b 

which no doubt ultimately came out of the ratepayers' pockets. Ordinance 
No. 24 of 1887 requires that the Bonrd shall consist of four official and not 

more than six additional members , but for years past it has been composed 

of about five official members and one other member. At the end of the 

19th century it is incredible that the most vital interests of this important 
British Colony shonlcl be allowed to continue at the mercy of an emasculated 

Sanitary Board constituted at varia~ce and not in accordance with the law 

by which it was established. The Chairman of the Bengnl Chamber of Corn~ 

merce at its annual meeting held in Calcutta six weeks ago said in connection 

with sanitation :-
"The most important and prominent measure which has come 

before the Legislative Council for consideration during ti1e past 

year has been the Municipal Bill I considered it my duty 

to support with all my power the Bill which I consider so essential 

and so desirable from eYery point of view. E ssential because in all 
large cities it is of the first importance that. the controlling Munici

pal authority should be strong and representative, energetic and 

progressive. Desirable because, with the present prospect of that 

most dangerous disease plague invading our city, we must be pre

pared, in anticipation, and by adopting the most necessary sanitary 

precautions we should at least endeaYour to free this great city, 

the capital of India, from the accusation of being disgracefully 

backward in the principles of s:mitation A most import~ 

ant question which must engage the attention of all before long 

will be the improvement of Calcutta . Bombay is ahead 

of us in this respect ; an Improvement Trust has been formed in 

that city and the members are al ready at work. We may look 

upon plague as likely to stay in the country for some years, perhaps 

it may become an endemic disease in India, in which case it is the 

more necessary that the ports of India should be made as complete 

as pract.icable in point of sanitation so that there would be the least 

possible danger of a check to the commerce of the country." 
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T hese remarks are :tppropriat.c and applicable to the conditions obtain

ing her.,. There nre again sporadic e'lse~ of plngue in onr midst and the 

water supply of the city i;; wholly ~n:ulequnto. I n fact, another month's 

drought means a water famine. Further d olay in effecting the long-post

poneJ s:w it.ary reform i '> nttemled with grave and growing dangers. T he 

Committee you elect to-chy would il o well to mcmorialise the Government as 

to the press ing and urgent necessity for doing in due course and without 

further delay what. is requisite under the circumstances. 

The continuance of tho Imperi.al Chinese Customs offices and establish

ments in a nd about Hongkong is extremely undesirable, nnd the 'l'"ery unsatis

f:\ctory position of matters obtaining should now be remedied. Paragraph i 

of section 3 of the Chefoo Convention of 187 6 reads :~ 

"The Governor of Hongkong ha,•ing long complained of the 

interference of the Canton Customs revenue cruisers with the junk 

trade of that Colony, the Chinese Government. agrees to the appoint

ment of a Commission • in onler to the establishment of 

some system that shall enable the Chinese Government to protect 

its reYenuo without prejudice to the interests of the C0l~ny ." 

The Commission was appointed, and resnltetl in a memomndmn of the 

basis of Agreement s igned in Hon gkong, 11th September, 1886, in which 

"the Hong kong Government reserves the right to cancel the arrangement if 

it pro'l'"etl injurious to the rel'enue or to the legitimate trade of the Colony.'' 

T he 1886 "a1Ta1;gement" permits a Ch ine;:e Cnstoms office in Hongkong 

and tolerates Chine3e revenue allll arme d cruisers to vi~ it British wat-ers day 

and night-they have by courtesy the stat.u:; of men-of-war, &c. The 

"ttrrang·em<lnt" ll·' ; worked seriously to the injury of the legitimate trade 

of Hongkong , more especi:tlly the Lr:vle in n;ttive vessels, and this fnct hus 

been dem mstrat.e l by the stati stics furnishetl by the A ssis tant Harbour 

.Mas ter. The principal Chinese t.m l cr;; and guilds nre i.n fai'Our of t.he 

Customs being rcquire1l to withdraw into Chinese territory. The original 

reason for permitting the Cus toms to cstahlish themselves in ttnd about 

l l on"kon" was the collection of opi111n revenue, but now they are not only 
"' .,., 

collecting tlnti tlS ou opinm for C hin"se Impe rial purposes, bnt in this British 

Colony they Me collecting general ,}ut ics on goods and merchaml ise for tho 

Prr: vincial Go\·ernment.s. Goods and mcrchandiEe which have paid duties 

to the Chinc c>C Custom ~ in Il ongkong throul!h ~tress ('f weather or otherwi ~e 
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may never reach their destitu~t. i on, btlt if they do arrh·e at ports on the coast 

where t.here is no branch of the Imperial Mar itime Customs the native officials 

may cxaet lekin and snbject the sttid goods to other duties o.s if they had not 

a lrc:tdy paid duty to the Chinese Government at its Customs offtce in H ong

kong . I t is contrary to nil precedent that our Government should 

permit. the Chinese Government to collect duties in llrit.ish waters. T he 

Brit.:sh Go\·ernment might jnst as readily permit an European Govemment 

to es tablish its Cnstom~ IIouses or offices in the Thames, a t Dover, or F olke

stone for the collection of its duties. Opium smuggling from Hongkong 

was the main and continues the chief reason for the continued bloekatle of 

Hongkong waters by the Imperial Chinese G ovcmment's revenue cruisers. 

In some re~pects the Government's Opium Farm has been und is a great 

curse to the Colony; it seriously interferes with t he freedom of the port nml 

the movement of the passeuger tra!Hc; it is attended with grave abuses ; it 

is the cau;;e of much Stnte-t~reatod crime, aml it is most objectionable on 

political as well ns on commercial gromHls ; the ~ystem of farming out the 

Opium tax is bad, nntl is directly opposed t.o the established lnws of G reat 

B ritain. llongkong is now in a position to face tlw loss its G overnment may 

sustain by placing the Opium importation awl cxportat.ion on a sound ba8is. 

The Opium trade from India is a. decaying oue anti it i,; only a question of 

time when H will dwimlle into l ns ignificnnce, as t.he c ultivation of Opium 

throughout the provinces of Chin:t is increasing nnnmtlly, and the latter 

being the cheaper must necessarily t!rive out rbe tle:wer article. Opium 

conkl he hnndletl n.ntl tlenlt with a.s in Shanghai in hnlk8 or in bonded ware

house ot· otherwise, anti the Chinese Government shoitltl be required t o collect 

it;o; Customs tlnties us all other countries do, in their own por ts, and not in 

British waters or in stations specially established on om frontiers. That 

British prestige suffers injury ill the ey"es of onr Chinese subjects from 

revenue cruisers frequenting our waters uud tlu·ough tl;o continuance of the 

Chinese Cnstoms oftice in the Colony goc:>, I think, withont saying. The 

Chinese reveune cruisers manned hy Chinese am\ officercd by Europeans of 

all nationalities, inclmling Americans, have by courtesy t!:e status of men-of

wa r. It has hcen tacitly granted but ha.s never been formally eoneedcd, :wd 

the privilege, n not inconsiderable one, frees t hem f rom httrbom dues antl 

permits of their free movement in and about British watt:rs at all hour;; of 

the night and day. The dangers which in time of war may nrise from their 

continuance in om waters arc too apparent to neP-•1 to he detailed. All 
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reasons for had ng the Imperin.l .Chiucse Cnstoms crnisers in a tlll 

Hon"'kon"' water~ :;hon ~ 1 he aboli~heJ :1-t the earliest date possible. 
"' 0 

about 

( .\p-

plausc.) 

The CnAliDL\!<.-1 will now pnt the resolution, proposed by myself nml 

~econdcd by ~Ir. ~H .. \Itt', tlw.t the Report. of the C0mmittec and the Secr-.~tary's 
aCCOIIUtS for the year 1 X98 he allopted. 

Ct~rried unanimous ly. 

IS'EW MK\1 mms. 
Mr. WmTF.HI'ADL-Boforc the confirmation of the e lection of the new 

members takes place 1 wish to propose the election of tl10 G eneral Agency 

of the Pn.eific l\fail and 0. & 0. R.S. Companies and :\fr. A. G. Htokes as 

members of this Chamber. 

Mr. SnAUP f'econlletl. 

Carried. 
The Crullt:IL\~ proposed rho confirmation of the elect ion of the fo llow-

ing Member~<:-

Mr. G. P. L.ull!E U'l'. 

:::..IcssrR. R:lll'l'H, lh:LT, & Co. 
:1\I r. P. BREWl'l'T. 

The Shell Transport Trading Co., I.td. 

:Messrs. GEo. H.. S TEVENS & Co. 
Messrs. Y A NnER STIWEN & Co. 
}Jr. w. s. BAILEY. 

Mr. D. HAs KEJ.L. 

:Messrs. ~IcGnEGOR, BROTHERS & Gow. 

{ 

Pacific Mnil Steamship Co. 
The General Agency ~)ccideu!al & O~·~entnl ~tcamsh ip Co. 

. Toyo K1scn Kmshn. 

:Ji r . A . G. STOKI·:s. 

:Mr. JACKS0~-1 beg to sl'cond that. 

Carried. 

The meding then procee!led to elect the Committee by ballot. 

THE TYPl!OOIS' WAHNINGS FROM 'MANILA. 

Mr. WHiTEHEAD ~aid-While the election of the Committee is taking 

place, it wou ld be 11 very gracef11I a ct if the members adoptc'l a resolution in 

eounection with meteorological waruings from Manila. In consequence of the 

g reat practical ya lne (>f the informa tion hitherto gratnitonsly snppliell hy the 
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D irectors of t he .Meteorological o,~partmcnt of the :1\lunil::t Observatory, and 

of their bH.ving rcndere.l the Colony anll the shipping interest~ iuvnlnahlo 

ser vices, I beg to submit the follow ing resolution. In view o( the very 

satis factory letter date,! 28th ult. received hy the Chamber from the Govern

men t iu connection herewith, which has been published in the loc:d press , I 

need scarcely do more tlmn express the hope that t he motion will meet wit-h 

the u11animous snpport of the Ch:un uer :-

"The members of the lTongkong General ChambBt' of Com

merce desire to eonvcy to the Hev. Father JosE ALGU~:, s .• r., the 

cxprc~sion of their extreme regret and diss:Ltisfaction at the unj ns· 

t. ifiable at.taek mal le npon the Hev. Director of the Manila Obs01·· 

·mtory and his colleagues by the D irector of the Hongkong Obser

vatory, :tllll a t the consequent stoppage by the American Govern

men t of tlte telegmphie meteorological warnings from the P hilip

pine~. The members desire to pl::tce on record t heir high appre

e i:Ltion of the very v:t lnnble service:~ o tall times rendered by the 

Directors of t he :\Jc teorulogical Dep:trtment of the }lnuiln Ohser

vatot-y to the mere:uuilc and shipping community in llongkoug ::ttHl 

China, attLl their hope atHI expectation that in a very short time 

full justice will l,c ,]one the D irectors of the M ani la O bser vatory 

hy the acknowlcJgmeul. of the immense praetica,l m luc of their 

labours in the past fur the pnhlic benefit and in the cause of :;cicnce 

antl the restrict-ion recently placed upon them be speedily removed ." 

.Mr. L EWls- 1 have mnclt viea,;nre in seconding the resolu tion in con

nection with thb very important s ubjec t. I would like to suggest tbat the 

Committee take s teps t.o sccnro like waruings from Zikawei O bservatory. 

Cn.rried uun.nimou:;ly . 

TilE ); E \V C'O~L\liTTEE. 

The result of the ballot lmving been tt:>certainetl, the CHAIR~IA~ 

a nnounced that the following hnd been e lected :-:\I()ssrs. R. l\L Gru y 

(Clmirmnu), A. ;\IcCoNACII ll> (Vice-Chairman), A. H .\ Gl'T, ,J. J . B ELL

lRVISG, T. JACKSO~, vV. P OAT E, H. A. RITcnm, X. A. S!EBR, an <l T. H. 

WHITEHE AD. 

A vote of thanks t o t he Chairman conclttded the proceedin:;s. 
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Report uf the Cvuunictee uf t!te Ho~GKOSli GENEI~A.L CnA:.\mE tt OF 

CoMMEI:c~<:! for the year ended 31t>t December, 1898, Jm:

::;ented to the J[eml1ers at the A.nmud Meetiii!J held on Wt!d

nesday, t!te 5th April: 1899, at 3.00 p. m . 

The Com;nittee have vte::ttilll'C in now ~nbmitt.iu:; to the :\Iem hcrs of 

the Chamber the following R eport of tl.Jeir proceeJing~ during the pa-; t 

year:-

Internal Taxation on Foreign Goods in the Two Kwang · 
It will be rememhcr2d that in 1H97 :t protest was ath!res~ed to t lw British 

:Minister ut Pckin~ ugttin.-;t thu prac tice iu the Two Kw:tng of farming ont th e 

taxes, and His Excellency was at the same time requested to H8e hiR inflnencc 

to procure from the Authorities pnblie:ttinn of the internal tariff5, it being of 

great importanc0 to merchant~ aml tmtlers t.o know what t:txation ~ood~ 
lnwe to m eet after heiug fr:1nkecl hy transit pa~:; . On this head furth e r 

correspomlence bts uceu c:trrietl on, awl i t wa:; elicited that n conces:-<iou 

allowing imported gootls t.o he sold iu t.mnsit, nn,ler certain t.rilliug fonn:tl

ities, hml been agree:! to at the s ngge='tion of the German :i\lin il'> ter at P eking. 

A s an additional result of the r epre5cntatious wade ou the ~nbject, tbe 

Viceroy at Canton abolished the farm for eo!lectiug lillin on kero~iue oil. 

under instrnctimli! from the Tsnug-li Y1tmeu, who f u rt her ordered that the 

practice of farmiug sneh ta:-..cs ,;h rJnlt1 he tliacontinnetl. \Yi th r egard to the 

publication of the internal tariff:~ , however, the information g leauctl by M r . 

BR!!.XAN was not sat.isfactory, as it trauspire t1 that, although most articles of 

foreign import are uomiually liable to 1t tso-li tax. of nbout t wo per cent., t he 

system of collection i 8 ::;o siugnlar that there i>:~ really 110 aetnal g ua rantee 

obtainable as to its amount. Your Committee acconlingly atltlrcs~ed H er 

Majesty's Minister at P ekiug Oil this <{Ue~tiou, vointiug out the impolicy 

of the rec~gnition of this tso-li tax aml urging His E xcellency to insi>:~t upo n 

the Ulloption of some scheme whereby c~1sistcut taxntion can he guarautee<l 

aml the illegal cx.:tctions which at present hamper tmde finally aholis hetl. 

To this commnnication uo an~wer has ye t heen rc lur netl. (.Appeudix A. 

Page 3.) 
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The Seizure of Mr. Watts's Coal at Saiwan in Kwangsi. 

A good deal of fu r ther corre~pundence p:~s:;e tl with U cr :Majesty's C ou 

~ ul at Canton on thi~ subject early iu the year. I n t he end i\Ir. Brn:x A:-1 

arrived a t the conclusion tha.t l\Ir. WATTS had not proved his case, a.nd that 

iu a d isp nto bet1vccu two Chine:;e it was not for him to go behind the l\Iagis 

t rate's decision. (Appentlix D. P age 11.) 

The Pinnacle Rock Fund. 

., ., •. of thi~ fnutl pru-The eiiorts umtlu last year to lJt'L. IL
0
o· tl1e c.'· t· .~tctl n.e 

mi ue nt. ly to the a ttent ion of the N aval Antlwritie.-;, Consuls, :uHl ~f :tritime 

Custom~ A uthorities with a view, hy offering rewanl~, t.o imluce the Chine:;u 

fishermcu to make known hi,ltlou rlange rs on the Co<t~t, thongh cordially taken 

np by t he va.rion:i anthorit ie~, have not been prol ific ium:tnal re,;nlt~, th e only 

award made being one of $ .30 to Capt. P r, of the Chine-;e gutl\'eHd .Vamfu.ny, 

for assisting to point out the snl.Hn':lrgeJ rock on which the ste~~mer ._Vamoa 

struck in the lhitan StL'<Li t~ in OctoL~r, l89i. A~ , howc\·er. tho fact of the 

existt:nce of this F nntl Has now been made so widely kuown, it is hoped that 

fnr'th er claims wil l Le nHulc npon it when new snn·eys are in progrc::;». ( Ap

pendix C. Pag e 20.) 

The Rectification of the Bounda1•ies of Hongkong· and the 
Chinese Customs Stations. 

The unset tled ~ tute of affair:; at Pe king a111l the eotwe~siou~ obtaine<l 

by other Power,; !':·om China indnccJ your Committee oMl \' ia .May t<> eu

dmtvon r to impress npou the Foreign Office the opportnncnc:::; of pre~sing the 

dema nd on the Chiue~o Go1·ernmen t for the lonr;-ncetle<l ex: tension of the 

bonndarieH of t his Colony. Thr. chnugetl con<lilion,; nn ,Jcr· whieh warfare eau 

11 >W be cor11lnetcJ had rcndcrctl it impemti ve fur the ,;;t fety of the ha rbour 

that it5 a pproaches slwalll he ~ecured; whibt. t he gi'Owth of the populatiou, 

the development of its imlnstric~, the increase of its water i:'nppl,'' , and the 

desi rabi lity of provilliug fnr ils future expansion a like called for some eularrre-
"' 

rneut or its l>onndaric~ . Y our CuiUIUitte·i! therefore addressed strong represen-

tations to the X oble Lonl the S eeret:try of State for Foreign Affairs both by 

telegram and by le tte r. A~nin, iu J nly, ll' hcu th e coutl itiom; of t ire (;on

Yent ion signed at Peking on the 9 th .J nue by wl1ich a large area a t the back 

of Kowloon together with Lantao a nd other i~lauds were leased to Great 

llritain for ninety-nine years, it became k nown that a condition had been 
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h · l 1 · I tl1o c1't.v of Kowluon w:ts to be matle a Chi-incorporn,tod t erem 1y w llC 1 

nose reservation, your Committt~e promptly n,ddressed a vigorottil protes t to 

LoJ'(l SALI SBURY 011 the snbject, Loth by wire and subsequent despatch . 

Learning tn.ter that the Imperin,l :Vlarit.itne Customs were claiming .new 

concessions, which would materially re~trict the frc l!dom of the traLle of the 

port further prote~t~, in the sllapc of dc~pn,tches and resolnt~ons. were t~d
dresscd to the U ongkong Government for tmustuission to the l! oretgn Office 

and to the Briti~h 11ini,;ter at Pckiug, ant! a full sttttement of the objections to 

l t. of 1rowloon 'ttlll the proposotl formal e~tn,ulishment of the 
t 1e reserva .1011 '" ' · · . 

Chinese Customs in Hongkoug was commuuieated to the L onuon Chamber 

of Commerce with an earnest reqne,;t for tlwir assistance in the matter. 

What has been the result of the Chamber' :> rcpresentn,tions, ill which .they 

'worked in line with the China As:;ociation am! the Navy Lengue, has sttll t o 

be learned, for the Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs has a pparently . n.ot 

yet fonnd opportunity to reply. The1·c is, howcv er, judging by recent ~ilicml 
suttcmentH, rea~ou to believe that the protests made have not been \\' lt llont 

' · to he removed from the good fruit, inasmuch as the Customs ::-;tatwns are 

Colony. (Appendices D & E. Pages 25 & 41.) 

The Local Bank Note Issue. 

Tbe restriction of tt·a,Jo, the great incott\'cnienee to the community, and 

the prcssmc felt by those engaged iu commerce by the necessity imposed 011 

the Hanks to confine their note issue within pre~·cribed limit~, which the de

velopment of trade had long since outgrown, htt Ll for some time been felt to 

b 
· t

1
•

110 1
.eas·11·1cr drawback Complaint~ having been made ear ly 

e a seriOUS Ull l o ' ' • 

in the year that the Note b sue had exceeded the legalised amount,_ tl~e 
Hongkoug and Slmughui Bank reduced it:; issue on t l10 30th June wttluu 

the prescribed limits, but the inconvenience c:wsed to trade was so great that 

the mn.mwement macle :t prcposal to the Government t ha t for a11Y exce~s of 

limit to tl~e issue of notes the Bank would Le prepared to lo<lgc silver dollar 

for dollar in the cus tody of the Coloui:d Treasurer. At the meeting of the 

Committee held on the 13th ,July this proposa-l was unanimously supporteu, 

l Of tlle l ·csolutious toO'ether with that of the minute-:> of the meeting 
am a copy "' . h 
referring to the subject were forwnnled to t,he Govemmcnt, by whom, on t e 

authorisation of the Secretary of S tat e, the B ank',; propos ition was subse

quently accepted, and the 8 triogeucy in the money market was thereby com-

. pletely alleviated. (Appenuix F. Pngc 43.) 
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The Question of the Indian Currency. 
The nnnonncement made by the Secret:wy of State for the Colonies 

• in June last t hat S ir ALFRED Dl·:sT ha'l been appoiut,oll <t member of the 

Commission to con~i<l e 1' the question of the 1 mlian Cnrrrency, conveyed to 

the Chamber through the L ocal Government, elicited t.he opinion from the 

Ranking a uthorities here that the propos:tb of the I ndian Government to 

withdraw ten erorcs of cnrrcnt sih·er rnpecs annually for the purpose of es

tablishing a goltl standard in India, wonld Le i11 judicions :tllll to11tl to l~ggra

vnt.e the evils now existing in connection with the enrreucy in thM country . 

(Appendix G. Page 46.) 

The rental of Wharves in Hongkong. 
The local Govemment having, in ~eptember last, by an Order in Coun

cil, suddenly raised t he renta.l of whar ves aud piers to about ton t imes the 

amount. hitherto charged, the CommiUee ad tlrcssetl an earnest remonstrance 

to the E !\:ecnti vc on the subject, pointing ont tlmt in the case of the st.enm 

lloa t companies, who only maintained these piers fo r the convenience of 

passengers and derived no reve nue from them, great hardship wouhl be 

entailed, and that the exceHsive increase in the ren t was calculat{)tl to rest rict 

the lauding facilities in the Colony. T he Government, in reply, expressed 

regret at being nnaLie to modify t he scale of chargeH ; but in December lust 

His Excellency the Goveruor made an Order in Council repenling the above

named Order together with t he new regulations under it, aud an amended 

t ariff on n. more reasonable scale is now mHier consideration. ( Ap pendix H . 

Page •>0.) 

The Working of the Post Office. 
Dnring the past year the nnsatisfactory working of the Post Office 

entailed a mass of correspondence, iu which Httmerons complaints of delayed 

deli>ery of mails, ?f mi~sent correspondence, and of theft or d isappearance 

of important letters formell the most cons picnot1s features. I n response to 

urgent representations ou the suhjecr. from this Chamber, Major-General 

BI.ACK, then admin istering t he Government, beside instituting several reforms 

mal precautions iu the service, sugges ted to t he Colonial Office the necessity 

of appointing a t rnined officer fl'om England to fi ll the v.acltncy ea used by 

the retirement of the A ssistant Pos tmaster General, with a dew to securing 

efficiency in the working of tl1e P ostal D epartment ; but your Commi ttee now 

learn with regre t t h:>t an officer, who has only had n local experience in the 
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West Jmlies, hns been appointed to succeed i\fr. KouTHCOTF. in tha t pos t. 

The Commiltco welcome the appointment of Commander HASTJ~GS to tn.kc 

char"'e of the P ost Office ou ::u~count. of his well known energy, bu t ner errhc-
"' less ft:'ar that. until new Office~ m·c pro,·i,lell :uul t.he ::<tatl' strcugthenctl, some 

cau~e~ of 1Jh;satisfnetion mnst ~>till coutinno to nri,:c. (AppmHiix f. Ilng-c 53.) 

Reduction of period of Crown Leases. 
Actin" 011 in~truct ion s from the Colrminl O!licc, the Gorcrnmcut. h:w c 

re
1
Juced th: perio11 for which lca!ws of Crown Lantls were gmntetl, vi z ., fro!n 

999 year:; to 75 or nt the mo~t 99 yea.r::. Your Commit tee, cousitlering thnt 

this eom,;e wouhl not only place e~:i~ting lots at an nnf:tir preminm hill' 

was cnlcnlatetl ro restrict the ucm:IIHI l"or la ml :trul thPI\ .: fo re to tl(' l:ty Ol' prc· 

vent the expansion of the Colony gencmlly, nchlre!"set! a strong remon~tr:tucc, 

throtwh the GoYcnnnent., to the Secretary of State 0 11 t he subject. ~Ir. 
CHA~~nEULAI!-1, iu reply, nuhcres t.o his decision, hut s r.nt.cs that term~ wiiiL<l 

emhodietl in leases proviuiug for renewal at the time of expiry thereof:<! Sllt:h 

an nd,·ancc in Crown rent ns is jnstifiecl !.y the !hen value of the l:mtl , a1hl 

wit.hout Jine, for a fnrt h('r similnr periotl , ami that. in case of re:'nmptiou for 

imulic purpose~ compcnnntion will be gh·en. Tbis tll' cision is very nu-

~nt isfactory. (Appcm!lix J. Page i5.) 

Storm Warnings. 
In .June lust, vour Committee, having· f('g·urd to the snspeusion of 

telegmphic communicntion with Manila, which precllllled all idea of the re

ceipt of the customary wurning;s of tll() approach of typhoons fot·m~r.l~ sent. 

bv the l\lnnila Observatory, suggested to the Government the posstb1l1 ty of 

s;curino· a supplY of wen.ther telegrams from South Cape, F ormosa. The 
I:) • • • . • 1 

Government, in reply, state<! that they W!'.l"e already in comm11ntcatwu w1t.1 

the Government of Lubu:111, and hoped t.hrough the French Consul to secm c 

observations from two stations in Annum, hut that the Lig-hthouse a t South 

Cape had been destroyed J,y the Ch inese before leaving· ~'ormosa a~d t.hnt 

the cable between Tamsni and F oochow had been cnt. Smce thnt tmle the 

cable communication with l\Ianila has been restored, an(l it is to ue hoped 

the weather t eleg-ram.s from that port will ue continue(! as promptly and effi

ciently as under the Spa11ish Administration. (A ppellllix K. P nge 79.) 

Proposed Western Harbour of Refuge. 
A suggestion lw ving· been laid before the Committee in Sept.embet: fo1· 

the torn .ation of a harbour of r efug·e for sl!lall craft in the western end ot tl1c 

haruonr of lJ ong·kong·, and the proposal, which was to constrHct. a break-
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water from Slaughter House Point gmng· an nrca of about eighty acres, 

seeming feasible, nnd the idea of providing· a refuge to leeward very desir

able on account of its easy accessibility without towage, a letter was ad

dressed to the Government r ecommending the scheme to favourable consi

deration. 'l'he Government, in reply, raised several points, the chief being· 

how nnd ti·om whnt source the cost of the undertaking· could be defrayed, 

whereupon th e Chamber responded that the cost of the work should come 

ont of the general reve nue of the Colony, and deprecnteu nny attempt to 

provide the funds by the impo,it.ion of new taxes on shipping. His Excel

lency the Governor, who had meanwhile arrived, has since expressed regret 

that, owing· to the henvy expendi ture such a work would involve, he is 

unable to recommend it for the present to the Secretary of Stat e for the 

Colonies. ( Appendix J,. Page lW.) 

Penny Postage. 
At the end of October the Committee received ft·om the local Govern

ment a circular from the Secretary of State for t he Colonies covering a re

port from tl1e Duke of Norfolk on the restdt of t.lw Conference on Postage 

within t he British Empire together with a r eport by the locnl Postmaster 

General on the proposal to include this Col ony in the scheme, and asking· 

for the opinion of the Chamber on t he proposed changes. Seeing· that the 

chang-es hnd already been decided upon, the Committee replied that t hey 

considered the matter had practically been rPmovcd from the domain· of 

discussion, but they added that if further opinion wet•e desired t hey reg·arded 

1\Ir. 'fHO?tisoN's Memorandum as a fait• statement of the position of the Colouy 

in this matter. (Appendix 1\1. Png·e R5.) 

Quarantine. 
The recrudescence of Plague lnst spring· here nnd on the mainlnn(l was 

the signal for a hurried imposition of quarantine on vessels arriving from 

this port, 1\Incao, Canton, Swatow, &c. nt t he p<>rts in the Strnits Settlemeuts 

nnd to the Sou th, as well as at Japan, &c. The Chamber and the local Gov

ernment addressed protests to the Singapore Chamber of Commerce against 

such action when only sporadic eases of the disease were present, depre· 

eating the resort to restrictive measures before the real necessity was up

parent. The Singapore Chnmber, in reply, supported the action of their 

Government. The plague subsequently increased, aud this Colony was 

consequently subjected to the loss and inconvenience attending the qunran-
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tining of arrivals thorefrom dnring the whole of the summer months. (A.p~ 
pendix N. Png·e RR.) 

Medical Inspection of Passengers. 
A cog·nnte question to the foreg·oing· was the medical in!-lpection of 

pnsseng·ers arriving· in Hongkong from Canton and ~men~, anll the g~eat 
inconvenience caused to the travelling public by the deten tton uf the nver 

steiUl)ers for this purpose, ns well us tl1e practical resultlessness of suc.h 

inspection were pointed out to the Government by the Chamber. A moch

ficntion was thcrenpon suggested by the Sanitary Board, to the effect that. 

the inspection should take place after the vesRel came along~ille the wharf 
instead of in the quarantine anchorage. To this, however, the •Jomm\ttee 

we"e oblio·ed to·dissent since it would involv(l closing· up the ship for some 
• "' ' . 1 

hours ami prove even more ol:jectionuble than the inspection as prevw~s Y 
carried on, and tlwy uccording·ly urged the discontinuance thereof as bemg· 

of little real value. It was not, . however, until the end of June thM the 

medical inspection of the stC'am-boats was discot;tinued. (Appendix 0. 

Page 98.) 

Exporters and the Shipl>ing Conference. 
A joint lrtter from n number of firms eng·ng·ed in the e:xp~rt trnde was. 

received in M ay lust calling attention to the sudden changes m tl1e rates of 

freio·ht homeward mnde by the Shipping Conference and the want of nde-

1p;~~e notice to exporters, whereby tl1e latter. were serious~y hnndicnppe~, 
and askitw the Committee to take 8teps to brmg about an tmprovement m 

this state :r afl'airs. In reply, the Committee, while sympath ising· with the 

exporters under the circumstances narrated, did not feel j~tstified in taki~g 
up the question, which was really a mutter between shtppers and slur

owners, hut sugg·ested a united representation on the subject by thll exporters 

to the Conference setting forth the inconvenience caused uy the lack of suffi

cient notice of chang·e in arrangements. (Appendix P. Pug·e 101.) 

The Mission of Lord Charles Beresford to Chin~. 
In connection with Lord CUARI.ES lh~nEsi:onn's Mission to China and 

his recent visits to this Colony a series of resolutions were passed at a Special 

't!Ieetino· of tlte General Committee on the 1 Vth November last, in respopse 

to a s11~gestion made by his Lordship, when r(ISsing throug·h in Se~terober, 
giving tl1e Chnmber's views on the political nnd commercial situatloJ;l, and 
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forwarded to him while up North. The CommittM wenl especially anxious 

that the importance to British and forei;.;·n trade of H ong·kong a nd its situa

tion vis-ii-vis the provinces of South China slwnlJ not be lost sig·ht of in the 

eager attention b eing given t•l the Yang't$Ze Valley as the chief field in 
China of British tt·acle and influence. They further urged the abolition of 

inland imposts on foreign goods throughout China, the amalg·amation of the 

Native and Pot·eign Customs, the snpprcssion of hrig·andage atld disorder in 

the 'l'wo K wang·, and the t hrowin3· open to foreig·n tralle of the entire water

ways of China. On the 3r,l J an nary, a pt1blic meeting, under the auspices 

oft he Chamber, was held in the City Hall for the purpose of welcoming Lord 

CIIAitLES BErWSFORD and hearing an address from him. At that meeting, 

his Lordship gave the res11lts of his oh~ervations in different parts of China 

and stt·ong·ly advocate([ the p•,licy of t he u open door," urging as a means 

towards securing· its maintenance the reorganization of the Chinese army, 

the better to g·ive security iu the country and to maintain the Imperial 

authority. The address was most cordially received and a vote of tlianks 

to the gallant anti noble speaker pas~ed with enthusiasm. (Appen dices S & 

Z. Pages lOii & 122.) 

The Bank of China, Japan, and Straits (in Liq.) 
v. Certain Chinese Shareholders. 

In this case, heard in OcLol.H•r last at Shang·hai, t he Taotai delivered a 

judgment which practically aLso! ves Chinese from all responsibility with 

regard to the unpaid liahility on slnwes subscribed for by them in British 

joint stock companies. Acting in co-operation with the Shanghai Chamber 

of Commerce, your Committee arldrcssed a. le tter to H . n. i\l.'s :Minister at 

Peking beg·ging· that he would use hi~ influence with the Tsung-Ji Yamcn 

to obtain a reversal of the Taotai':; decision, aud that he would insist upon 

the legality of enforcing· the obligat ions umlertakeu by Chinese shnrelwlders 

in toreig·n stock. A reply wa:; received in January in which Sir Cr.Aun..: 

)lACDONALD stated that he was in communication with the Tsung·-li Yamen 

o.nd the Shanghai authorities on the question, and the Committee will be 

glnd to hear that he has succeeded. ( Appendix '1'. Pag·c 110.) 

The Opening of the Free Port of Kiaochow. 
lGaochow, on the coast of Shantung·, the lease of which was acqttired 

by GerJUany ttnder 'l'reu.ty with China as a naval aml coaling· ~tation in 

March, 1897, was on the 2nd September last opened as a fi•ee port. This 
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policy has been adopted, it is umlerstood, in recoc;·nitiou of the liberality 

which has made so great a success of the free port of Hong·kong;. 'l'he Com • 

mitteP. trust that similar prosperity will attend the new free port of the 

North. (Appendix U. Page 112.) 

The China Question as affecting Commerce. 
A letter has been rcccivecl ft·om the Liverpool Chamher of Commerce .. 

calling special attention to the resolutions passed at a ~eneral meeting· of 

the members after hearing an address hy Mr. YEnnun.ou, M. P., on the 

above subject. 'l'ltese resolutions trust that the British Government will 

g·ive every possible assistance to British merchants nntl capitalists who at•e 

eng·ag·ed in "business in China, and that it will especially in the matter of 

railway construction secure for British enterprise in the Yu.ngtsze reg·ions 

similar preferential rig·hLs to those which Germany, Fl'ance, and Russia have 

already claimed. They also cong-ratulated the Indian Government on the 

commencement of survey;; for the llnrmah-Yangtsze Hail way, and hope that 

the line will Le carrier! throug·h to Chung·king. A. reply was promptly re

turned assuring the J,i\'crpoul Chamber that the subject had received the 

attention of your Committee. (Appendix V. Pag·c 112.) 

The Future Fiscal Policy of the Philippines. 
A.n inquiry having· been made by the Sing·apot•e Chamber, asking

whether, in view of the annexation of the Philippines by the U nited States 

of America, this Chamber proposell making· any representations in f~vour of 

the fisct1l policy for those islands under the new regime being as far as prac

ticable in the direction of Free Trade, communications have been opened 

with the newly-co~stituted nlanila Ch:t!llher of Commerce, and it has been 

decided to back up the representations in that direction which the latter in· 

t ends to address to the Porcig·n Office. The unsettled condition of the 

Islands has so far prevented action being; taken in ~Iauila on the subject. 

(Appendix X. Pag·e 118.) 

Sundry Correspondence. 
Correspondence on the subjects of the W cstern Australian lnterna· 

tional l\Iining and Industrial Exhibition, the Paris Universal Exhibition of 

1900, the Adulteration of Aniseed Oil, and the Japanese Customs and the 

Sale of Opium Cures in I?ormo~a will be found in Appendices Q, R , W, & 

Y. Pnges 103, 105, 114, and 119.) 
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The General Committee. 
:rhe personnel of the Committee has undergone some changes since its 

electwn nt the last annual meetin"' l\Ir G B D . · · ,. • • • oDW~>LL resw n erl m 1\Iay 
last, as he was leaving· the Colonv and l\Ir A "IcCoN ° 1 1 d • J > • ' • ! I ACHIE, WIO IU 
meantime returned, was thereupon invited to rejoin the Committee I 
December, the Vice-Chairman (l\Ir. HERBER'r Sr.UTH) reRI."'lled 1 . · n 1 c ' · o on eaviUg 
t te olony, and Mr. W. PoATE was invited to accept the vacant sent. A 
letter of thanks was addressed to Mr.N. J Eot> on the eve f 1' d ~ 1 f' 

1 
• o n s eparture 

or wme or t 1e valuable assistance rendered by him durt'no· t l · 

h h 
0 1e SIX \'ears 

t at e served on the Committee. • 

Members. 
During the past year the Chamber has lost three members onl ,. . 

11Iessrs M S S ~ C • ' vtz., 
• • • • ASSOO::'i' ~ · o., l\Iessrs. HAnvn~ & Co., and T n B O N 'l'AI 

!NsunANc g Co., Lo., who have all discontinued business in t lte C I . 
'l'h b' . U 0 Oll\ • 

e su uome ha~e been admitted to membership su~j ect to confirma tion ~t 
the annual meetwg· :-:Mr. G. p L HPiERT l\I S B . , , • , •· , essrs. r.IITH, ELL & Co., 
Mr. P. llnEwr·rT, I HE SHELL 'l'RANSPonT & 'l'nADI No Co L 'I G R s • ., o ., . 1 essrs. 

EO. • TEVENS & Co., and Messrs. V ANDER STEGEN & Co. 

Finance. 
The accounts for the year endino· :31st December 1898 I b 

d
. d b . " , · , 1a.ve een 

au 1te y Messrs. J. 'l'H URBURN" and J v v v , , . . • ~. • E ltN ON. l he balance ut 
credit of the Chamber, aftet• t ransferrin n· $'~ 8!0 t D .· .1 • • o ~ , .o epos1t ..... ccount, rmsmo· 

that ~nnd to $7~000, was $ 1,212.1\). The P innacle Rock F und, frJill whic~t 
a pa.) ment of $ tJ0 as fl. rew:~rd fur discover'' of tlte "N " R k • J amon oc · was 
patd, has by the addition of interest increased to ~3 ·'1" n3 n 1 • oij)' ,.., "·"' • ot 1 accoun ts 
are ln the hands of the Hon"'kOn"' & Shano·hai B· k' ,, . o o n an mg vorpora twn. 



Dr. 

1898. 
Jan. 
to 

Dec. 

TaE HoNGKONG GEN~:RAL CHAMBER oF Co:.IMERCE IN AccouNT Cunn~NT WITH THE SECUETARY. 

To Office Rent, ............. ............................. $ GOO.OO 
, Secrctary'8 Salary, ................................. 2,400.00 
11 Clerk's Salary,.................................... .. 6(1{).00 
, f'en·ants' Wag-es,.................................... 17$.00 
11 Aud itors' Fees, .... .. .... ... .......... .......... .. .. 40.00 

--- 1 $ :l,Sl8.00 
11 l 'rinting Market Hcport from J :l!luary tn 

Jnne, 180$, ............. .... .. 
, Subscriptions (o Newspapers, . 
, Ad,·crtisiug, ...... ..... ......... . 
, Postage nnd He<:eipt Stamps and Pet ties, ... 

102.00 
46Jl4 
78.09 

, Subscription to llcutcr's Political Telegrams, :u;oo.oo 
, l'l'int in~ and Circulating,........... ..... . ...... . 270.1 8 

, Sta tionery anrl Office Printing, ...... 
, Print-ing and l.linding Annual HC}JOrt, 
, Snndries, ....... ....... .. .. ....... .. 
, Noronha & Co., .... . ............. .. ............. .. 

, Telegrams Despatched, . 
, Addition to Deposit Afc., ................................... .. 

,, Balance, ................. .. ................ .. . 

310.00 

226.13 

a,S70. J8 
lll.H 
356.52 

74.30 
199.76 

2,840.00 

11,806.63 
I ,212.19 

18!!8. 
J nn. 

to 
Dec. 

Dy Balance brought forward, .................. ............. ... .. 
, Members' Subscriptions for 1898, ......................... . 
, :-ales of :\Jarket Reports including Postage, ........... . 
, Uncollec ted Subst:riptions to Rcutel·'s Telegrams for 

1897, ............... ... .. ...... .. ................ ..... ........ .. 
., Subscriptions to Political Telegrams for 1898, ... .. .. 00 

, Sundry rccei pts, ..... ............................ .. ............ . 
., Interest on Urcdit balance, 0000 .................. .... .. 00 ... . 

, l'bina Association, ~hare of C'O!\t of Prcparat.ions for 
Receiving Lonl Charles llcrcsford, ................ 00 ... 

,. :s-avy Le:1gue, l:ih~trc of Cost of Preparations for Ue-
ceiving J.ortl Charles Bcrcsford, ...................... . 

Cr. 

$ 1,473.62 
4,620.00 

8:15.72 

25.50 
;;,884.96 

2.00 
88.08 

14.47 

14.47 

~--------------------------------------·-------
$ I 13,018.82 $ 

By Balance, ...... .. ................ ... .............................. $ 

DEPENDENCIES AT CREDIT. 

Fi:ted Deposit due 31st December, 1898, ......... $4,000.00 
Interest 1 Year at 4 °/0 ,... .. ........ .. ......... 160.00 

Amount transferred from Cnl'l'ent A/c., .. oo .... . 2,840.00 

Fixed Deposit due 31st December, 1898, Afc. 
Pinnacle Rock, ........................... .......... 3,316.71 

Interest 1 Year at 4} 0 / 0 , ..................... 149.22 

3,465.93 
Less Dr. balance in A/c. Pinnacle Rock, .... 50.00 

Subscriptions to Political Telegmms, ............ 51.20 
Subscriptions to lllarket Report for Quarter 

ending 30th September, 1898, ........ 00...... .. 1.68 
Subscriptions to llfarkct Report for Quarter 

ending 31st December, 1898,..................... 252.96 

E. 4· 0. E. 
Hongkong, 3h~ December, 1898. 

13,018.82 

1,212.111 

7,000.00 

3,416.93 

305.84 

We haTe compared the above statement with the books and: vouchers and found it to be correct. 

R. c. WILCOX, 
Secreta1'!J· 

JOHN THUUBURN,} A. d't 
J . Y. V. VERNON, 11 ·l rm. 
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.A. 
Internal Taxation of Foreign Goods in the Two Kwang. 

IloNGKONG G~;NF:RAT. CHA~IBER o~· co~umncE, 

IIONGKONG, l ith March, 1898. 

Sm,-The attention of my Committee has been attractecl Ly a state

ment in the local journals to the effect that H. E. Baron Von H EYKING, 

Ministet· Plenipot.entinry fot· Germany at P eking, has induced the Tsung-li 

Yamen to alter the regulc\tions affecting Transit Passes, and that in future 

imported goods will be allowed sale in t t•ansit, under certain trifling for. 

malities. Also that regulations for the new mode of inland tt•ansit have 

been drawn up by Sir RoBERT HART, This is a matter of so much im

portance to the trade in imports that my Committee are naturally desirous 

of obtaining early information on the subject., and I shall t herefore esteem 

it a favour if you will he good enough to say whether you have recei\'ed 

any intimation of such a change. 

In reference t o the question of the declaration of all tso-li taxes by 
the Chinese officials to the Foreign Consuls, conceming which I had the 
honour t o address yon on the 6th September last, my Committee would be 

pleased to leam how far this matter has progressed, and whether the pro

vincial officials ha\·e supplied the desit·ed information. 

I have further to inquire whether a ny satisf<~.ctory explanation of Mr. · 

VVATTs' case has been received from the Viceroy, to whom you had referred 

his complaint of the conduct of tbt~ Fu Chuen officials.- ! have, &c., 

R. M. GRAY, Chairman. 

RYROX BRE:'i"A~, Esq., C. )t.G. , H.B.M.'s CoMnl, C1wton. 

H.ll.M.'s Consulate, 

C AXTOX, l Rth March, 1898. 

Sm,- In reply to your letter of yester•1ay regarding the sale en. 1·oute 

of foreign goods under tran::;it pass, although I h:we as yet no official in

formation on the subject, I am able t o state that a modification of t he 

existing .rule will come into force immediately ; n.nd under the new regula.. 

tions it will he permitted to ~ell goods en ?'O!de hefo1·e they re~~och the 
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destination mentioned in the covering transit pass. Should a portion of 

the merchandise be thus sold en route it will he necessary for the owner to 

make a declaration to that effect at the next barrier encountered a.ncl have 

the quantity solu endorsed ou the transit pass. 

I consid~r this modification of the transit pass rP.guiations to be of 

great value; not only in that a merchant ,fill not now be compelled to 

proceed to a distant market when a more profitable one presents itself near 

at band, but because under tbe new rule it will be more difficult fot· the 

lekin officials to arrange their plans for recovering from the Chinese pur

chaser at the destination the charges which the transi t vass has enabled 

the goods to escape on the joumey. 

As rega.rds the interftlrence on tho part of the Fu Chuen Magistrate 

with the sale of coR.l to Mr. W A. TTS, I am as yet without a.ny explanation 

from tho Viceroy. I h11.vc several times requested him to call on the Fu 

Chuen Mngistrat.e for n. rllport, and in replying to me on the lllllt occasion 

the Viceroy stated that he bad directed the Magistrate to submit an ex

planation within three days of the receipt of his instructions. 
On t11e sultject o f the tso-li I shall write in a separate letter.-! am, &c., 

BYRON BRENAN, Consul. 

The ChiLirman, 
Tnr. HONGKO:\f} G~:NERAL CHA~IBEit 01' co~r:m:RCF., 1-Iongkong. 

H.B.:M.'s Consnlnte, 
CANTON. 18th Mu.rch, 1891:!. 

SIR,-It will be of interest to yolll· Chamber to learn that the Viceroy 

of the Two K wang Provinces has n.bolished the syndica.te which farmed the 

collection of tso-li tax on kt!rosine oil. The Viceroy's ordf>r states that this 

is done Ly direction of t.he Tsung-li Yamen, aud that in fut.ure the collec

t.ion of t.he tso-li (dt>stinatiou) · U\X must be controlled by Government 

officials.-! am, &c., 
BYRON BRENAN, Consul. 

The Chu.irmnn, . 
THE Ho~GKONG GEn:RAL CHA~tnER OF Co~nn:nn: . 

HoNGKONG GENERAL CHAMBER oF CoMMERCE, 

·HoNGKONG, 22nd March, 1898. 

Sxa,-1 beg leave to acknowledge r eceipt of your letter (No. 29) of the 

18th instant in n·ply to the Chairman's letter of t.he 17th, making certain 
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A 
inquiries, namelY,, with r egard to the reported new regulations for the sale 

en route of foreign goods under transit pass, and whether any progress bad 

been maue in the case of Mr. WATTS. 

I have to thank you for the promptitude of your reply, and to express, 

on behalf of my Committee, their satisfnction with t he announcement in 

reference ~o the modification of the transit pass regulations. They trust, 

howeve1·, that with the endorsement of the quantity of goods sold en route 

on the transit pass the munes of the buyers will not be requireu, as such a 
condition would go far to nullify the value of the concession. 

With regard to the sale of coal to Mr. WATTS the Committee trust 

that the Viceroy will accept no further delays on the p<trt of t he Fu Cbuen 

Magistrate iu forwarding an explanation of his conduct.-I am, &c., 

HERB. SMITH, Vice-Cbt~irman. 

BYRON B&ENAN1 Esq., c .M.G., H.B.M.'s Consul, Canton. 

HoNGKO~G GENERAL Cr-rA:~uu:}{ oF Co~liERC~>, 
1 HoNGKONG, 22nd March, l898. 

Sm,-1 have the bouom to acknowledge, with thanks, r ece ipt of yo ur 

despatch of the 18th instant, announcing that the Viceroy of the Two 

Kwa.ng has a.bolisheu the syndicate which farmed the collection of tso-li tax 

on kerosine oil, and my Committee note, with much satisfaction, that 

directions have been given by the 'l'sung-li Ya.men tha t th e practico of 

farming taxes is not to be repeated.-! a.m, &c., 

HERB. SMI'£ H, Vice-Chairm an. 

BYRON BRENA.N, Esq., c .M.G., H.B.M.'s Consul , Canton. 

H.B.M.'s CoNSULATE, 

<?ANTON, 21st March, 1898. 

Sm,- Iu my letter of the 18th instant I promised to wt·ite separately 

on the subjed of the tso-li (destination) tax. 

I have Leen supplied by the Canton A ut horities with a list of all 

existing likin stations and with a ttuiff of the likin charges. In thi:~ 

province there are forty-nine likin stations; the tariff contains seven 

hundred articles on which· a specific tax is levieu; in all u ueuumerateJ 

goods the to.x is two per cent. ad vawrem. The imports in which foreigners· 

are interested neady all come in the unenumerated class. 
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•rhe pl'inciple on wLicb likin is collected is Lhis. At the first barrier 

encountered goods pay one likin; at the next barrier en 1·oute again one 

likiu, and then no more until the last barrier before the uestination, when 

a final likin called "tso-li" (destination tax) is levied. Thus in the one 

province goods should not be called upon to pay more than three likins, 

or about 6 pet· cent. 'rhis is the esta.blished rule, but I need hardly say 

that it is not followeu in pmctice. 

On ordim~ry merchandise, by which I mean such as is not under transit 

pass, the three likins (~re collected from the person in charge of the boat, 

and the receiver of the goods at destination has nothing to pay. In order, 

however, to meet the case of transit pass goods, the officials now explain 

that the tso-li or destination tax is properly leviable from the consignee, 

and that it is voluntarily paid by the boatman on account of the consignee 

as a matter of convenience. 

In reply to my application for a list of goods that pay tso-li, and of 

the places where stations for its collection are established, ibe Viceroy 

stated that all goods of every kind pay tso-li. In iwportan~ markets .like 

Canton, Fa.tsha.n, Chents'un, etc., special offices exist for the collection of 

the tso-li tax from the dealers; and these offices also receive the tso-li tax 

from dealers in 11eighbouring towns and villages. Where there nre no 

special tso-li offices, the ordinary likin stations collect the tax ft·om the 

dealer; and the places where there are neither tso-li offices nor likin 

stations, the dealer is required to repair to the nearest station and pay the 

destination tax; if be fails to do ~bi11, a collector is sent to enforce payment. 

In tbu case of m~tive produce, or of foreign goods in native hands and 

on native account, it ma.y be sa.fely assumed that the dealer at dest'inntion 

is never called upon to pay anything, for the good reason that all taxes, be 

they styled transit ot• destination, hnve been paid before the goous reached 

his bands. Natives do not venture to take out transit passes, so that all 

foreign goods in their hands tt.re unprotected and, like native produce, they 

must take their cl1nnce of unfair treatment on the journey. When foreign 

goods are sent into the interior under transit pass in a foreigner's uamP, 

the pass is now frequently respected to its journey's end, and even after 

the goods have been taken delivery of by the Chinese consignee they may, if 

the place is remote from a likin office, be left unnoticed; but whet·e there is 
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a te~deu.cy for the .tra~e to increase, the consign ee il> called upon to pay the 
deattnat10n tax wh1ch tn theory is payable bv all dealers alike - I a 11 & • • I , C., 

BYRON BRENAN, Consul. 

The Chai!'lluw, Ho~GKONG GENER~L C n AllBEH OJ<' Co)BIERCE, Hongkong. 

liONGKONG G E NEHAI. C HAMBER OF CO:U)fE_UCE, 

HoNGKONG, 11th A}lril, 1898. 

Sm,-I beg leave to acknowledge receipt of your interes ting despatch 

(No. 33) of the 21st ultimo, on the subject of the tso-li or terminal tax of 
the contents of which careful note has been t-\ken and I th k ' • , ' an · you cot·-
dially for the same. 

My Committee learn with a certnin am ount of satisfaction tha t your 

endeavours to obtain a cleM statement of the amounts char,.ea.ble under 

the beading of tso-li at all destinations in Kwangtung have"' elicited an 

~fficial repl! to the effect that, roughly speaki ng, most articles of foreign 
tnlpqrt are hable to pay a terminal tax of about two per cent. ad valorem after 

ueiug clea~·ed fo~ their destination under t ransit pass. That the machinery 

fot· collecting thts charge where it ought to be collected, viz., at the des

ti~ati~n of. the merchandise, is quite inadequate affords ground for grave 
dtssattsfactlOn, as a door is thereby opened t o great abuses, which nullify 

to a ~reposterous. extent the privileges of the t ransit pass system-privi

leges It must ue thts Chamber's constant aim to uphold. I n fact, it appears 

to the ~~mmittee, from the answer you have received from the Kwangtung 

Authon~tes, that we are alm ost as far from a knowledge of the act ual 

i~ternal taxation on foreign merchandise as we were before yom: applica

twu, and we shall feel obliged, before again addressing the British Minister 

on the question, if you will kindly let us know whether there is anv likeli

hood of !my change being effected in t he native method of collectio-n. 

The present time appears to my Committee favourable for pressitw the 

rna~ter, and the Chinese Governmen t may lJe willi ng to l isten to prop:sn.ls 

whtch are obviously calculated to eventually benefi t their 1·evenue.-I am, 
&c., 

R. M. GRAY, Ohainuau. 

BYRON BaENA.N, Esq., c .M.G., H.B.M.'s Consul, Canton. 
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H.B.M.'s CoNSULATE, 

CANTOX, 19t.h April, 1898. 

S - I reply to your letter of the 11th instant I beg to state that I 
IR, u h . b ut to be made in the mode of collect· 

am not aware that any c auge IS a o h t 'll substitute reo>nlar-
. that is any cha.n"'e t a Wl . o 

in"' likin in this provmcc; ' · 0 t · t, The likiu 
o . f th esent confusion and uncer am y. 

ity an~ ~uifonlllt:. o: t e ~:ke their operations less open to objection by 
authontHlS are ttymo 0 b b r that Foreign Puwers will say 
h ..,· " the name of the tax ; t ey e teve 11 d 

c anomo . . li) • so that what was formerly en. e 
nothing against 1\ destt~at!On tax (tso~ , is racticab1e, it is being collected 
likin is now called tso-h; n:nd, as roue as p 

at destination. 
. . ffi ials now believe that they ba\·e discovered a way of 

The provmctal o c 'l effects of transit 
. . flanl· and neut.ralising the, to them, cvt 

turmng out ' . . . to sell tra.nsit pass goods 
I h have thell' way the permtsston 

passes. f t ey ' I h d In communicating to 
. b f u h value Ml ope · 

en l'oute wtll not e o as m c . le the Viceroy laid down that no 
. J'fi. f f the trans1t pass ru 

me thts mo 1 ea ton o . d th ods to theit· ori,.ina.l destination, 
matter whether the merchant carne ego . o h t pay 

. b t n the Chmese pure aser o or sold them en 1"oute, it was meum en o • 
tso li as soon as he oLtained possession of them.- I am, &c., AN 

• ' BYRON BREN · 
I 

G CHUIBER oF CoMMERCE. The Chairman, HoNGKONG ENERA.L 

C I "ER OF Co~t:IIERCE, Ho:xGKONG GENF.RAL u.u" . 

HoNGKONG, 27th April, 1898. 

h h to thank you for your interesting despatch 
Sn~o,--1 have t c onour ' . . with re ret that the 

~ the 19th instant, from which my Commtttee learn g . 1 
o. . L h ·ouJed hy trt·e"'u a.r
inland taxation on foreign imports contmues to e ~ t eem una~le to 
. . d f . arl ·' for the improvement of whlch you s 
ltlCS an COil USlOU, u 

hold out any present prospect . . . 

'rhis Chamber bad been led to hope, from tlle app~rent rebadmtes~....,wtt.~ 
d b ) lied with a Ju:.t of t e artus a 

which it wn.s promised you sboul e sur p 't information would be vouch· 
the different destinations, that some defim .e . f . . croods incurred 

h ctual amount of taxatwn otelgn o 
sa.fed with regard to t e a . . b t when the manner of 

b d the hand of the consumer ' u ' 
Lefore they reac e . . 

8 
far from realisation as 

collection of the taxes is constdered, tfhts ~e~ms :h t no stone should be left 
ever. My Committee are strongly o optmon a 
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uilturned to compass this necessary end, and are therefore on the point of 

again addressing Her Majesty's Minister on this suLject, bespeaking his 

continued efforts to enforce on the Chinese . Govemment some scheme 

whereby consistent taxation can be gnaranteed, and the present condition 
of uncertainty finally terminated.-l. have, &c., 

R. M. GRAY, Chairma.n. 

BYRON B&ENAN, Esq., C.llr.G., H.B.M.'s Consul, Canton. 

H o NGKONG GENERAl. CHAliBER OF C olDlERCE, 

HoNGKONG, 27th April, 1898. 

Sm,-Since this Chamber had tbe hononr. of receiving your Vttlued 

despatch of the 14th October last, the Comrnittee have been anxiously 

awaiting the desired information as to internal Customs tariffs, for which 

Mr. Consul B&ENAN applied to the Canton a.uthorities. These tariffs have 

at length been supplied to the Consul in such a form ·as to be practict~lly 

valueless for the purpose of discovering the act~al taxation which foreign 

imports have to undergo before they reach the consumer . In short, the 

correspondence with Mr. BRENAN only tends to illustrate the heart-breaking 

· work of combating native duplicity with which he has had to contend, 

without leading to a.ny explicit statement of the final imposts chargeu at 
the various destinations. 

Seeing no prospect of any immediat-e satisfaction being obtained from 

that quarter, my Committee naturally turn to Your Excellency to beg that 

you will Le pleasea to carry into effect you1· promise to address the Tsuilg. 

li Yamcn on the subject. They sincerely trust that Your Excellency will 

not, even in the press of other important matters claiming your o.tteutiou, 

lose sight of this, from a commercial standpoint, vital question of taxation 

on imports. This Chamber is not alone insisting upon its signal import

ance to the welfare of trade; the Chinn. Association has taken up the 

question with much ability and energy, having demonstrated in a convinc

ing manner to the Foreign Office the restrictive effect produced by the 

exactions of the provincial officials; while the experience, frequently placeu 

on t·ecoru, of the various Consnls, will amply s~sta.in our contention. 

_My Committee are distinctly of opinion that the admission of the 

. l~gality of the tso-li tax was impolitic, as it appears to confet· a righ t to 

collect :~n i nrlefinite amount of duty on foreign goods at the it· destination. 
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The ta:s: having been recognised, however, they respectfully submit that the 

importer has at any rate the right to dema.nd full a.nd a.ccmate informa

tion of what these destim\tion taxes consist in every district and what is 

the manner of their collection. The Committee entirely concur with the 

China Association in the opinion that such flagrant abuse has been made 

of the elasticity with which Foreign States have allowed their Treaties to 

be interpreted in the matte1· of taxation that it is quite time to insist upon 

the rigid enforcement oE their stipulations, the foreign text being taken to 

decide the meaning. 
The difficulty of providing for provincial necessities without having 

recourse to the levy of illegal and unauthorised exactions on foreign trade 

has not esca.ped my Committee, but it is hardly their province to suggest a 

solution of that problem, which it is the duty of the central Goverumt>nt at 

Peking to resolve. ·whether or not it would be more economical to place 

the coll~ction of all taxation on imports and exports in the hands of the 

Imperial Maritime Customs and apportion,a percentage of the receipts to 

the different provincial administrations or not is for His Imperial Chinese 

Majt>st.y 's Ministers to decicle. In any case, it is a fact for them to take 

into their consideration that the _increase in the revenue which would result 

from an unsbackled foreign tra.de throughout the empire would more than 

compensate for the loss of the revenue derived from the present internal 

taxes, owing to the wasteful costliness of collection. 
Sincerely trusting that Your Excellency will be enabled to arrive at 

a final and satisfactory solution of 'tbis question, which has for many years 

bampereJ trade and led to endless ttnUOJ<lUCe,-I have, &c., 
R. M. GRA.Y, Chairman. 

Sir CLA.UDE MACDONALD, n:.c.?oi.G., n:.c.B., H.B.M.'s Minister, Peking. 

HmiGKOKG GF.N~:nAL CHAMBER OI•' Co,mF.RCK, 

HoNGKONG, 28th A.pril, 1898. 

Sut,-I have the honour to t ru.nsmit, for the inforumtion of His Excel

lency the Officer Administering the Government-, a copy of a letter addressed 

hy this Chamber to His Excellency Sir CLAUDE M. MA.CDONALD, Het· 

Brih~onnic Majesty's Minister at Peking, on the subject of the internal 

taxes on imports in Chinn..- I have, &c., 
R. CHATTER'£0N WIT,COX, Secretary. 

Hon. T. SJo:IWO)tfiE ~mnr, Aeting Coloninl 8 t'Cl'(•tary. 
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The Seizure of Mr. Watts's Coal at Saiwan. 

H.B.M.'s Consulate, 
CANTON, 26th March 189R 

SIR,-Referring to my letter of the 18th instant I be<Y t . f' . 
that I h · ' "' ·0 

m orm you 
. . ave t~ow recetved the Fu Chuen Magistrate's explanation of his 

~ctton m p~ttmg an embargo on the coal purchased by Mr. W A.TTS at S . 
m Kwangst. a twan 

The explanation is that the coal IVas not the property of the seller d 
tha.t the latter sold it to Mr W h"l . an 

b
. . ATTS w I st an actlOn was pendin<Y as to its 

owners 1p. o 

I have communic<lted the M agistmte's explanation direct to Mr. 
WATTS.-! am, &c., 

'l
'he Cltn

1
·r·m· n

1 
BYRON BRENA.N, Cottsul. 

.. .. t , 

HoNGKONG GENER.\L CHAllBER Oh' Co~rm:IWR Hon"'kOU" 
' C) n • 

1, Victoria View 
I~ ' 
\.OWI.OON, 4th April, 1898. 

DEAR Sm,-Het·ewith I enclose a copy of the letter of H BM' C 
sul a.t Canto~ dated March 26th and my reply thereto. . . . s on-

Th.e Consul's letter contains the report of the Magist rate at Fu Chuen 
as to hts reason for the action taken "t S . h h ' "' atwau w en t e people who ld 
coal to me wet·e atTested. and the coal seized. so 

I may add that if the man \"t'aS doinoo wrOD"' . n· l 
have been doin" it for a 1 "' . o o m se mg coa he must 

I . "' on, tune, aud to a much larger extent with other 
peop e; m fact, on the day I bou,.bt and tl e f 11 • , o • I 0 1)\Vtnoo Olle he n•a d 1' 
ln"' coal to a Cl · "' • " s e tVel'· 

."' . unese purchaser, but as soon as he enters into a cont a t 
wttb a foretgner, it is discovered that he ha . d h . r c ar t d . . s m curre t e pumshmont of 

res an tmprtsonment fot· himself and wife ''nd f ·f "t f I b " Ol et ure o the coal. 

b 
eg to recommend the matter once more to the notice of the Ch 

er, and to surmest tb t 't · am-• ' ~o a 1 IS a good opportunity to ask that the v· 
tsfsue defimte mstr.uctions to his subordinates not t o interfere with th~c::~~ 
o coal or ot.ber mmerals to fo reigners or their a"'ents.-I & _ o . am, c., 

The Secretary, FRANK W. WATTS. 

Il:>:'\'GKoso GE!\'ER.H. CHAl!ln:n OF CcnnnmcE. 
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H.B.M.'s Consulate, 
Canton, 26th :M:arch, 1898. 

Sir -I have now reee~fed the report of the l!'u Chuen Magistrat~ ex-
, f Ho Chen<Y Chan"' at Sa1wan 

plaining wby the coal purchased by you rom . " ,., 

in Kwangsi. was not allowed to be exported. 

There was a dispute between the proprietor of the mine.' Chow Chen 

IT eh Chan"' as to the quantity extl·act.ed, 
Chib, an<l his foreman, o eng c• 
while the case was stillsttb j udice. The wife of Ho Cbeng Chang sold ~o you 

. . . " b Cl Chen Cbib. 'rhe magistra te cansed thls con.l 
certaw coal claHne~~ Y lOW . 
to be seized until judgment in the suit was dehvered. 

Eventu!l.lly the con.l was adjntlgcd to be the propert.y of Chow Chen 

Cltih. 

S b 
tly to this you purchased from Chow Chen Cbih 20,000 

U seCitlCU . . • • f> • • 

tt
. f coal which was rc]'ectod bv you lJecanse lt was tn erlOt~ ea tes o · , · • 
'rhe Mu>"istrate adus that t.here is no local demand for coal and the 

t t f the
" mine cannot be dispoaed of unless it is exported, so that t.ho 

on pn o · · · · h f 
local officials are far from wishing to put any obstructwns m t e way o 

exportation.- ! am, &c., 
E. BYitO:i Bn.ENAN, Consul. 

F. Watts, Esq., 1, Victor i<\ View, K owloon. 

Victoria View, 
Kow loon, 11th April , 1898. 

Sir,-! n ow have to thank you for your f.wout· dat~tl Mat·ch 26th cou

taiuin"' t he report of the Fu Chnen Magistrate to the VICeroy on the matter 

f 
"a t ·ou Otl No. vember 27th, 1897, and also for an ext ract from that 

re erro o) 
report in Chinese. 

b bt · d hut the fact 
It is sa.tisfa.ctory that a reply has at la.st een o allle ' 

that the Magistrate who sends the t•eport is a different. man to tlle ~ne ~\Io 
ed tl em-rest of the people and eonsequent non-tlehvery of coal J~shfies 

c:a.us I , d . 1 tter of J ·tnnar\' 18th that a dela.y in gettmg an 
the fear expresso m my e ' · d 

Id result in the proper man not being found when wa.nte . 
answer wot1 . th ·o Jl'ietor of the 

The statement that there was a d tspnte between e pr l. 
1 . b t mv complalllt was t.hat 

- mine and his f,Jremau may Ol' may not Hl tlne, u • d d 
the man and his wit'e from whom I bought the coal wer e arreste :ut so 

prevented fl·om completing thei r contract. 
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'£his same mn.n, the seller, was, to my owu l>nowledge, mining and 

selling coal for three months previously and, accord ing to repor t, had been 

uoing so for a much longer period , and also that on the day I bought t.he 

coal and the following one he was delivering to a loc<d buyer ; so the seller 

to me had been allowed t o go on with h is trade unmolestecl hitherto, but 

as soon as I appear as a buyer he <md his wife are arrested and the coal 

seized. 

My interpreter stayed in the neighbourhood fot• about th ree weeks, 

so it was perfectly easy for the Magistt·ate to not.ify him and to ask that 

the balance of the purchase money be paid into the Ynmen, but this he did 

iwt do. 

These statements of facts a.t·e borne out by t he written account of the 

matter by my iuterprete1·, and dated January 18th, a copy of which is 

enclosed. 

The assertion that I purchased 20,000 catties of cval ft·om Cbow Sun 

Chu (or Chow Chen Cbih) and then rejected it as inferior is untnie; his 

statement to me was that he could not sell a ny coal until aftet· Chinese 

New Year, then about four months distant. 

'l'he locn.l demand for coal seems to have been sufficient to have caused 

it to be worked for many yea.rs past and the announcement that "the local 

officials are fa r from wishing to put any obstt·uct ions in the way of exporta. 

t ion" is satisfactory as far as it goes and for as rnuch as it is worth, but it 

would be much more to tbe purpose if the Vi l:eroy would notify the 

magistrates and officia-ls coucel'nod in the coal regions of K weng F ung and 

Kwaugsi, that when foreigners or their agents proceed there to purchase 

coal and make arrangements for its delivery, neither they uol' the people 

they deal with are to be interfered with i n any way L11t to be allowed to 

make thPir owu an·angemeuts without offich~l interposi tion; then there 

nlight be a chance of thoroughly testing official sincerity in this matter and' 

also Lhe capabili ties of this great coal district.. 

I must still maintn.in that through tho action of the Fu Chnen Magis •. 

trate I w<~os prevouteJ from carrying ont what I was per fectly entitled to 

do _!tud thereby s uffered damage t o the amount of expenses in curred, profit 

on coal bought, and loss f t·oro inteHuption of business as stat.ed in my 

account of December 20th, 1897 ; aud fu1•ther, as it is qnite useless to attotnpt 
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to trade there uutil the people are freed from the fear of inter.fcreuce and 

t
. I tnust increase the claim for loss of profit on busmess for the 

exac 10n, 
intervening mouths as per memo. attached.-! am, &c., 

FRA.N K w. w A.T'l'B. 

E. Byron Brenan, Esq., c.:M.G., H.B.M.'s Consul, Canton. 

HoNGKO~G GENERAL CnAlllllEH. Ol•' co~unmcE, 

HoNGKONG, 26th April, 1898. 

SrR,-Referring to your letter of the 26th ultimo, in which yo~ con
veyed to the Chamber the exp\a.nation given by the Fu Cbuen Magtstrate 

of his action in placing an embargo on the coal purchased by Mr. F. :V· 
W A.TTS at Saiwan, I now beg lea.ve to inquire whether any further act10n 

has been taken in the ma.t~er. 

The prolonged delay in furnishing this explanation, a~d. the. ci~·cum
tances (if I am correctly inforJUed) that the Magistrate gtvmg tt lS not 

:be official who held the post when the embargo w~s laid on the coal, seet~ 
to throw doubt upon the accuracy of the explanation offered. Indeed, lt 

t 1 pt·obable that the explanation is more ot· less an excuse, 
appears ex 1·eme y . d b 
and that the transaction would not have been interfered wtth ha t e 

purchaser been a native. 

Considering the systematic oLstruction interposed in the pas ~ to all 

foreign trade with the interior, both in imports and export~<, by offictals .for 

the ultimate "'ain of their own pockets, and the present efforts that are bet~g 
made by all ;reaty Powers to overcome this oppos~tion t o. free comm~rc~ m 
~he Empire of China, the action of any native offiCial~ caust~tg a~1 obshuctwn 
to the development of trade calls for the strictest mvesttgatwn: Unless, 

therefore, something more satisfactory than the e-s planat10.n so f~r 
d ced by the Fu Chuen Magistrate be forthcoming, my Commtttee wtU 

a van b . . d ss 
have much pleasure in secOJ.~ding your effort-s to~ards o tamlDg ~·e re 
by refel"l'ing the whole case to Her Maj esty's Minister at Pelong.-1 

have, &c., 
R M. GRAY, Chairman. 

BYRON B.&ENAN, E sq., c.M.ao., H.B.M.'s Uousul, Oa.uton. 
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HoNGKOXG GENERAL CnA~rEER 01• Co:miY.JtCE, 

HONGKONG, 27th .April , 1898. 

Sx&,-In acknowledging your letter of the 4th instant, fonvarding 

copies of a qespatch from Her Britannic Majesty's Consul at Canton aud 

your reply thereto, I beg to inform you that the Chamber is continuing 
the correspondence, having again addressed Mr. B&ENAN on the subject of 

your claim.- Yours, &c., 

F. W. WATTS, Esq. 

No. 57. 

I~. CHATTERTON WILCOX, Secretary. 

H.B.M.'s CON!IULATE, 
CANTON, 21st May, 1!:!98. 

SI&,-I beg to enclose a memorandum on Mr. WATTS' coal case at 
Fu Chuen in Kwangsi which Mr. BRENAN, before leaving Canton, pre
pared for communication to your Chamber. 

I am also sending a copy direct to Mr. WATTS.-! am, &c., 

G. D. PITZIPIOS, Acting Consul. 

The Chairman, l-IONGKOXG GENERAL Cu,urnER OF Co~mimc~:, Hougkoug. 

Canton, 14th May, 1898. 

From the information which I have now obtained from two indepen

dent and unofficial sources I am satisfied that Mt·. WATTS' complaint that 

the Officials at Fu Chueu in Kwangsi laid an embargo on certain coal for 
the t•eason that it hau been Rold to a fo t·eigner for exportation, ctmnot be 

sustained. 

The action of the Fu Chuen Magist-rate on this occasion was indepen

dent of all foreign interest in. the case, and the same fate would h1we be
fttllen tbe coal if Mr. WATTS hau ha.d no share in the matter. The inter
ference of the Fu Chnen official is explained as fll!lows. Some yearl'l a.go a. 

local man of influence named Caou obtained permission to work a. mine 

at Sai Wan in Fu Ohueu. Following the usual Chinese custom he made a 
contt·act with a m:m named Ho to extract the coal. As there was but little 

demand for coal at the time, and the price was low, the venture did not 
turn out pl'Ofi.tably for Caou, and he found himself unable to give Ho even 

sufficient for the men's wages. Under these circumstances Cuou agreed to 

let Ho sell the accumulated cot\l and pay his men out of the proceeds. 
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'l'his went on for some time until the opening of the \Vest River to steamers 

created a demand for coal, and the price of Sai Wan coal weut up. At. the 
time tha.t Ho made a contract with Mr. WA·r·rs, CHOU discovered that it 

would be more profitable to resume possession of the coal, and pay off his 

debt to Ho. Sai Wan coal at tlmt time commanded at \Vuchow a.bout twice 

the price that Mr. WATTS had cont1·u.cted to pay Ho, hence CHou's ea.gel'• 

ness to 1·egain the control of the ruine. A law suit between the two men 

resulted, and CHOU was successful. In this he was assisted, uoubtless, by 

the f'act that he was a littJrn.ry mau of local i11fluence. 

In a dispute between two Chinese it is not for me to go behind the 

Ma<>istrate's decision. Mr. v.,r A.'l"rs, as it seems, tuaue the contract with 

the 
0

wrong man, and is in consequence deprived of prospectiv.e profits ;. but 

I cannot support him in the claim he prefers against the officials for a.ll his 

expenses during his visit to Fu Chueu, nor iu the continuing claim he 

makes at the rate of $900 a month until th~ ca.se is settled in his f1~vour. 

Coal is Leina £1-eelv exported from the Fu Chuen district, and should 
· o . . • . h' · · 1 t. t f f · e that require more couvw cmg evtdence than t ts one mctc en o sa 1s Y 111 .• 

the Fu Chut)n officials are interfering with t he export of cottl by Bnt1sh 

subjects. 
BYRON BRENA.N. 

CANTON, 23rd May, 1898. 

DEAR Sm,-In response to your request I now give details of the coal 

transaction at Sai \Van. 

. On a pre\'ions journey O\'er the coal fie!U l found thn.t for the purpose 

of a trial shipment to teHt quality of coal anJ laid down cost at Hongkoug, 

Sai ·wan offered best iunnedi<tte facilities. 

As it was desirable to uULlerstand the cond itions under which mining 

was done, I went to :Fu Chuen whel'e tl1e uistrict magistrate resides, made 

inquiries of local people generally anu of the district offic~al. The lat.ter 

especially mentioned the nam e of Ho CniNG CHEONG at Sa1 Wan, as uemg 

a. man to deal with in buying coal. \Vent to Sai Wan, saw Ho CHISG-

CHEONG, u.nd with his consent and under direction of one of his foremen 

went down the pits then being worked. . Roughly tested samples of ft·esb 

coal from pit and found it faidy satisfactory. 
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Saw a man named CHow SuN Cau who was said to h~ owner of some 

Joal heaps from disused pits. 'l'his wa.s surfac'.l stuff and hadly weathered. 

CHow SuN CHu said he could not sell any fresh co~l until after Chinese 

New Year; so, contrary to the information supplied to Mr. Brenau, I did not 

buy from this man· or even offer to do so. 

Second visit to Sai Wan :-Found the man Ho CHING CHEONG absent , 

but his wife (a Hunanese) was busily supet·intending both mining and 

delivery of coal. 'f o make sure that she was iu full authority to make a 

contract, I inquired of the man in clmrge of the likin sta.tion, and of the 

headman of the village; both answers were satisfactory, and at my l'l~quest 
the headman ( CHrrN Yow WAR) agreed to be present when au agreement 

was made- and witness the payment of money to the woman. Accordingly, 

on 18th October it was agreed that she should deliver to me or my inter

pr.eter 2,000 piculs of 120 catties each from a heap then being added to 

from the pit and in proeess of delivery to Chinese buyers; if there was not 

suffident in the hea.p it was to be ma~e up with fresh coal nnd not from 

any of the weather-worn heaps lying near. 

Ou the 19th October this contract was ratified by a payment of tLbout 

ono-eighth of the price agreed on, the balance to be p~id as coal was (leliverecl. 

Price to include local likin charge but not boat hire or any further pny

ment that might be demanded by the Chinese officials. 

October 19th.- Went to nearest market town to ananoe for boats and 
" found these wet·e easily procurable. On the same evening was attacked hv 

ague and high fever. 

O.:tober 20th.-Ague being worse, gave full instructions to interpret~r 

as to delivery of coal, payments, &c., and started for · vVuchow, 'he accom

panying me as far as Ho Ynen Kai and then r0tumiug to Sa.i Wan. 

On arrival at Wuchow fever being still severe took steamer for 
Hongkong. 

November 18th.-Mr. SHIRAZEE returned to Hongkong antl reported

" I got to Sai ·wa.n on the 21st October. Soon after a.niml heard from 

"the likin official that Ho CHING CHEONG's wife would be an~sted. 

"I tried to find her but she was not to be found at the trme. Two or three 

"Jays aft.et· I saw he t· in charge of some soldiers and asked who would 
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"now deliver the coal; she saiJ she could not do so as she was arrested, 

"and she offered to pay back the bargain money. The solJiers allowed her 

" to .,.0 back to her house and she t hen paid me. 
b 

"Up to this time she had been SU}lplying coa.l to people, ~or I s~w her 
"coolies carrying it to the r iver bank, and Ho CHING CHEONG s son-m-law 

u looking after the weighing before putting it into boats. 

"I stayed in Sai Wan for about three weeks to see if the wonum 

" woulJ come back and we could get the coal, but she did not do so. 

"After the woman was nuested the people were not so f1·iendly and 

"did not like to Le seen speaking to me." 

The above is an extract f1·om a written statement made by the ioterpre-

h ··h me nt s~ 1· Wan and completes the na.rnrlive as to what ter w o was w1~ '" "' , 
actually took place. 

The mau or his wife with whom I contractecl was actually d(:'livering 

coal to native buyers 011 the day I left, but is arrested and the coal seized 

on the decision of the local magistrate to prevent delivery to me or my 

agent.-! am, &c., 
FRANK W. WATTS. 

R. CHA'rTERTON Wn.cox, Esq., Secretary, 
HoNGKONG GENERAL CHAmn:n OF Co)DIERC~:. 

CANTON, May 27th, 1898. 

DEAR Sm,-I have now receivP.d a copy of a memorandum on the 

l t S · Wan preJlnred by M1• BRENAN before his departure f rom coa case a a1 , , ' · 
Canton, and now forwarded for the information of the Chamber of Corn· 

merce in Hongkong. 
The following notes on this memorandum I ueg to offer fo r the con-

sideration of the Chamber. 

My original report of the case \Vt~s made on November 27th last, an~ 
'ed by a memorandum "'ivinO' details as to t.he owners o was accompam ' "' " 

land, mining leases, and so forth. 

The Consul hrings into requisition his independent and unofficial 

sources of information in May, five to six months after the <.went, these 

sources \Vere presumably not available at thl:l former time, but the exact 

conditions of coal mining at Stti Wan and the parties interested were 

reported in my memoram1mn dated November 27th. Other info1·matio~ 
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might have been obtained from the same or other sources, that, for 

instance, the :Magistrate Ol' his nominees are getting an increased tax on 
coal exported. 

Mr. BRENAN comes to the conclusion that" the action of the 1\lagistrate 

was independent of all foreign interest." There is room for a wide diver

gence of opinion on this point, and also on the conclusion that " the same 
fate would have befallen the coal if Mr. W A.TTS had no share in the 
matter." The fact that the man or his wife, with whom I dealt, had been 

and was actually up to the date of my transaction, and at least two or 

three days afte t·, actually delivering coal to native buyers without let or 
hindrance does not sttpJlOrt this. 

The infot·mation given to M1·. BRENAN as to price is incorrect. By 
paying cash ou the spot for the coal and arranging transport I found that 

o.bout 25 per cent. could be saved on the then selling pr,ice of inferior stuff 
at Canton or Wuchow. 

Mr. BRENAN states that "in a dispute Letween two Chinese it is not 
for me to go behind the Magistrate's decision, that is even when a British 

subject's interest is involved." If this be so there is not much left for 

British people to do in loosening the trammels that limit and ct·ipple trade 
in China. Chinese plaintiffs or defendants as wan ted can always be found 

by any Chinese Magistrate, and his decision may be affected more power. 
fully by other considerations than those of justice and a desire to promote 
trade. 

Mr. Bn.ENAN decides that. I dealt with the wrong man . As A.t the 

time I was there on both occasions, and also for a consiuerable period 
bcfo1·e, he was the only mn.n mining and sell ing coal and the other man 

mentioned (CHow) expressly stateu he could not sell any until after Chinese 
New Ye;u• I am at a loss to understand with whom I should have contracted. 

In tlw concluding paragraph of this memorandum, Mr. BRENAN "is 

not satisfied by this one incident that the l!'u Chuen officials n.re interfer
ing with export of coal by British subjects." · This was the one n.ttempt 

made by a British subject to deal directly with mining people, and it was 
promptly stopped by the Fu Chuen official, so it is not prophetic to con

clude that so long as this decision is allowed to go unchallenged any fur

ther ~ttempt in the same direction would also ue stopped by a verdict of a 
Chinese Magistrate in a dispute between t wo nati v~ litigants, who had 
little or no coHnf'ction wit.h the mattet· bC>fo1·e the verdict was wantecl. 
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The payment of expenses and loss of profits incurred by me is of no 

moment to the commerciltl community of Hongkoug, but the fact ~bat as 

soon as an attempt is made to bring into di1·ect relations the coal producers 

of Kwangsi, or other pla.ces, aud the consumers of H ongkong by a foreignt>r, 

a decision of the local Magistrat e suddenly cuts short the transaction hy 

the arrest of t he selle r and the seizure of the coal, n.nd also that this 

decision cannot be qucst.ioned, becl\USC it is affecting ft Chinese plaiutiff 

and defendant, does seem to concern ~he vital interests of tra.de between 

forei gners aud Chinese.-I am, &c., 
FRANK W. WATTS. 

R. CnATTERTON WTLCOX, Esq., Secret:~.ry, 

No. 814. 

HONGKONG GENET:AL CHAMBER OF COlDIEJlCE. 

c 
The Pinnacle Rock Fund. 

CusTOM H ousE, 

FoocHOW, 6t.h April, 1~98 . 

Sm,--In connection with the "Pinnacle Rock" Fund I bog to inform 

you that on the 28th of March Mr. Harbour Master STEVENS, in conjunc

tion with Captain PI of the Chinese gnnvessel Namtnng, discovered a. 

submerged rock, declared hy Captain PI to ue tha.t upon which the B ritish 

s.s. Ncrmoa struck in October last, at the entrance to the H aitan Str(tits . 

I enclose h erein a copy of the notice I am !tLout. to issue in th is con-

n ection.-1 am, &c., 
HY. EDGAR, Commissioner o£ Cnstoms. 

n. CHATT~:R1'0N vrn.cox, E.;q., 
~cc1 et.nry of the IJoNG K•>NG Cn.uiBErt OF CmmY.RCE, H ongkong. 

FoocHOW DISTRICT. 

Local Notice to Mnriners, No. 66. 
----

Sunken 1'ocl1 off w~st. side of B1·ow11 Ror.k, Tes.~arct G1'ot!p. 

N olice is hereby given of the exis tence to the westward of Brown R ock 

~~~. •ressam Group of Ishtnds, of a rocky patch, about half a cable long 

i~ ~North a nd South direction, by about three-quarters of a cable wide 

and h:lving two pinnacles about 30 yards n.part near its middle, ou which 

there is a depth of not more than 4· feet at. low Wl\ter o( spring tides. 
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From the t wo pinnacles of the patch the highest part vf B 1·ow11 Rock 

bears E. i S., the highest part of Fairway Island i!§ "{{. ili~ S. k E., and 

Cow's Horn lf:=. J11 Jll SW. ! W. 

Vessels coming tlu·ou gh the H aitau St.raits from the Southward

if wishing to use the cha nnel to t he W est ward of the Tessara Grou p-sbonld , 

a fter passing Slut I sland 1!r •. sleet· so a s to bring Brown R ock open to 

the eastward of F a irway I shtnd N. :'t E. K eep this mark on until Cow's 

Hom uears W. N . W., which will lead clear of the rocks lying 2} miles 

S. by E. of Cow's Horn point, lJ:: jg, and steer so as to pass about two 

cables to the westward of F a.irway Islanu. Then gradually l.Jriug the west 

point of Sbing An Islan~ , ,.,j"\ ~ JIJjl(. in l ine with the l)'est end of F air

way I sla.nd, S. £ W ., which will lead about two cables west of Brown Rock. 

K Pep this mark on, being careful not to open Shing A n I shtnd west of 

Fairway Isla nd when nearing the N n.moa Roc;k, until Great Dragon I sland, 

;k ft« dlj(, [ the n orth-easte l'llmost island of the T t>ssam Group J is open to 

the northward of Brown Rock, when a. NE. by N . course may be steered 

for Matsou Island .~ JiilllU· 
Brown Rock may be passe.l safely at a distance of one C<~ ble to the 

westward. 

The local fishermen seem to be positive that the N amoo. R ock is t he 

only uncharted danger in this vicinity. 
E. STEV ENs, T idesmTeyor. 

Approved : Hy. Edgnr, Commissioner of Customs. 
Cus tom H ouse, F oochow, 1st April, 1898. 

True copy : C. H. Brewi lt-Taylor. 
----

li ONGKONG GENEHAL CHAJIDEI~ OF COJDI ERCE, 
llOKGKONc;, 19th April, Hl9S . 

Sm,-I beg to acknowledge receipt of your letter of the 6th instn.nt, 

announcing the discovery, by Mr. H aruour Master STEVENS, in conjunction 

with the captain of thu Chinese gunvessel Narntung, of a subme1·ged rock 

at the entrance of the H aitan Straits, uelieved to be the one on wh ic:h the 

s.s . Namott struck. in Octob er l;tst, and P-nclosing copy of a notice to ma

riuers yon intencleJ to issue in connection therewith. 

I <trn directed by my Committee to express theit• appreci~ttion of th is 

di~covery, and to tender you their thanks for tbe prompt communicn.tion 

to the Chambe1· of the same, as well as for the means taken to make the 

dn.nget· known to madners. 
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My Committou :we of opinion that Captain PI shoula r~cei v~ <t reward 

from the Pinnacle Rock Fund, and would suggest, if you have no.t n.l~eady 

taken action in the matter, and approve the suggestion, your :~.pphcatton to 

the British Consul at Foocbow for payment of the maximum sum deter

mined upon, namely, fifty dollat·s.-I am, &c., 

R. CHATTERTON WlLCOX, Secretary. 

H. Euu \R, Esq. , Commissioner of Customs, Foochow. 

No. iO. H. M.'s CoNSULATE, 

Foocnow, 10t.b May, 1898. 

SIR,--On the app!ic1ttion of the Commissionet· . of Cust~ms, wh~ sent 

me a copy of your letter to him of the 19th April, I have pal~ Ca.ptam PI, 

of H. I. c. M. s. Namtung, fifty dollars, on account of the Pwnacle Rock 

Fund, as a reward for his services in connection with tbe discovery of the 

rock upon which the s.s. NamQa struck. 

I beO' to enclose Captain Pz's rGceipt and to request tb1tt you will pay 

the amo~nt to the credit of my private account with the Hongkong and 

Shangh:~.i Banking Corporation, Hongkong.-1 am, &c., 

E. H. FRASER, Act.iug Con!!ul. 

R. CHATTJo:ttTON WILcox, E sq., Secretary, 
HoxGKONG CHA::UHER oF CoMMERCE, HoNHKONG. 

E . H. Fruscr, E~q., 

H.B.M.'s .Acting C011Std at Foochow. 

To Captain Pi, of H.I.C.1L's Namtung, , 
For the nndermeutioneu rewanl out of the Pinnacle Rock I< mul. 

Jf\9S. 
May ith . 

s I c. 
Hewanl for discovery of a submerged i I 

fl . ~ · 1 - 0 oo rock nt the entrance of the mta.n ot.raJts. • ;) 
i 
' ' 

Total, .•••. . $ iS0--1---;-
_ _ 1 ____ ! __ 

- --------------------------
Amounting in all to $50.00 only. 

1 certify that I have duly paid the above reward. 

E. H. l!'RASER, H.B.:M.'s Acting Consul, l''oochow. 
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Received this 7th day of :i\iay, 1898, the su m of fifty dollars only, as 

per auove pa.rti0ulars, for which I have signed duplicate receipt of the sa.me 
tenor a.ud date. 

Witness to payment and signature: 

ARTHUR CLEMENT. 
I. M. Customs, 

7th May, 1898. 

HONGKONG GENE'FI.AL Cu A::UBEn OF CommncE, 

l-IONGKONG, 25th :May, 1898. 

SIR,-I l.leg to acknowledge receipt of your letter of the lOth instant, 

infot·ming me that you had, at the requel:lt of the Cornmissionet· of Customs, 

paid Captain Pz, of H.I.C.M.S. Namtung, fifty dolh\rs, on account of the 

Pinnacle Rock Fund, as a reward for his services in connection with the 

discovery of the rock upon which the steamer N tMnoa struck, and forward
ing his receipt therefor. 

I have, as requested, paid the amount to the credit of yout· private 
account with the Hongkong and Shanghai Bank het·e, and now ueg, on 

behalf of my Commit.tee, to thl\nk you for the t1·ouble you have taken in 
the matter. -I am, &c., 

R. CUATTERTOX WILCOX, ~ecrclnry. 
E. H. FnASER, Esq., H.B.M.'s Actiug Consul, Foochow. 

H. 2.\I. S. Waterwildt , 
1-IONGKONG , 23n) June, 1898. 

DEAR Sra,-I am writing to :tllk you if yo u will be kind enough to 
furnish me with information about the fund that is raised by the Chamber 

of Commerce fo1· rewards t.o fisherm en nnd others wh(l disco\"e1· Piunucltl 
Rocks. 

I am authorised Ly the Admirally to offer rewards, and as the fund 
exists in Hongko11g, I llligbt be ahle to make the rewards ruore sul.l

stantial wit.h assistance from the said fund. I am leav ing on Monday Lo 

survey Wei-hai-wei, and from there Tinghai, Samsa anJ Amoy, and I 

think substantial rewards offered might lead to information r~sulting in 
tl~e discovery of dangers to navig<~Lion.-I am, &c., 

W. PUDSEY DA WSOK, Lieut.-Com., 
H.M. Surveying Ship Waterwitclt. 

I 

~--------~~==~~~~--------~-----~ 



[ 24] 

c 
HoNtr•WNG -GENEHAL CHA)WEil oF ColntERCE, 

HoxGKONG, 23rd June, 1898. 

DEAR Sm,-I ueg to thank you for your letter of this date asking for 

par ticulars of the "Pinnacle Rock" Funtl. In reply I think the best plan 

will be to forward you copy of the correspondence which has passed on 

the above subject. H is contained partly in the Chamber's report for 

1897, copy of which I uow forward, pp. 111 to 133, and partly on a printed 

slip enc:losed in latLer page. 
I may atld that, up to date, the only payment made has been the 

award of $50 to Captain PI, of the Chinese gunvessel Narntt~n.g. 
My Committee will be pleased to pay furthet· awards which you in 

your discretion tm~y make for the discovery of further unknown dauget•s. 

-I am, &c., 
R. CHATTERTO~ 'I'YILCOX, Secretary. 

Lieut .. -Com. PuDsKY DAWSON, R.N. , H.M.S. T¥aterwitc!t . 

H.M.S. Wate1'tt•itc!t, 
H0NGKONG, 24th ,June, 1898. 

DEAlt SrR,-1 beg to t.h:wk you for your letter of the 23rd and also 

for the Report of the Committee of the Hongkoug Chamber of Commerce. 

I am glad to know that the Committee will pay any rewards at my 

discretion, and I will endeavour to interest the fishermen and others to 

give information as to unknown dangers, and will do what I can to make 

the existence of this fund known among the Chinese seafaring po}JUla-

tion.-I am, &c., 
W. PUDSEY DAWSON. Lieut.-Cum., lJ .M.S. Watenvitch. 

Tbe ~ecretary, HONGKONG CHA:UnEH CH' CmoiERCE. 

HoNGKONG, 27th J nue, 1898. 

DEAR Sm,-- 1 was surprised to sec that the award was (in the case of 

the late s.s. Narnoa's sunken rock) given to a Captain PI who, I ('an assure 

you, b:td nothing to do with the finding of this rock. I cannot imagine how 

Caplain Pr has come to claim t.his reward. In the interest of those who. 

subscribe to the Pinnacle H.ock l!'und, I beg respectfully to hope that in 

future the Chamber of Comlllerce will he better informed as to who should 

be the rightful receiver of this fund. 
Trusting that you will accept this in a spirit the reverse than of com-

plaint, T. P . HALL, s .~. llaitan . 

To the Secretary, CHAMBER OF CoMMERCE. 
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HoNGKONG G"'"E c ,.,_, RAL HA:UBF.R 0 1•' CO)IM EUCE, 

J:IONGKONG, 2nd J uly, 1898. 

• DE.AR Sr~,-1 beg to acknowledge receipt of your lette r of the 27th 

ul timo m whtch you state, i n reference to the awnrd of $50 to C t . r 
of th Ch' ap am r, 

e mese gunvessel N amtung, for information of discoverv of the 

sunke. n rock on w. hich the N arnoa struck , that Capt~ I.Il PI • "' had nothing to 

do With the findmg of the rock. 

In repl.y, I am directed by my Commit tee to inform you that the award 

was made m consequence of a letter received from Mr· E C . . · "DGAR, om-
mlSS!Onei' of Customs at Foochow dated 6th Apt•t'l . h' h h ' , m w tc c says:-

"I beg to inform you that on the 28th March Mr Harbour M t 
" ST • . · • • as et• 

EVENS Ill connection with Cn.J)tain PI of the Ch' " . • m ese g unvessel N rt,rn-
t1t1UJ, discovered a submer<>ed r ock declared by C t . p . b " . " ' ap am I to e that 
upon whJrh the British s.s. Narnoa struck in October last at th t " b · ' · , • e en ranee · 
tot e Rattan Straits."-I am, &c., 

R. CHATTERTON WILCOX, Secretnrv 

Cnptnin T . P. HAu., s.s. Haitan. • · 

D 
The Rectification of th e Boundaries of Hongkong. 

HoNGKONG G E NERAL C H AJIBER OF Con~mncE, 

HoNGKONG, 4th 'May, 1898. 

E Sm,-I am directed by my Committee to request t hat you will ask His 

xcellency the Officer Administerin<> the Government to ue o d h 

t t 

. " ' g o enoug 
o l'anstmt the followin"' tele<>ram to the F . . Offi d . . . 

eh 
. o " 01 etgn ce, eb1tmg th1s 

ambet· with the cost of sa.me :-

" ".Cha~nber Commerce st rongly UJ'ges necessity rectification hound
anes Colony. L etter follows."- I have &c , ., 

, , , , R. CHATTERTON WILCOX, Secreta rv. 
Hon. I. SERCO~IBE S:urTH, Ac ting Colonial Secrel.ary. • 

C o LONI AL SECRETARY's 0Fne~;, 

- HoNGKONG, 5th May, 1898. 

.Sra,-I am direct1ld to acknowledge the receipt of your letter of th 

4th m stn.nt, request in"' H is Excellency the Offi . Ad · · · 

6 

"' Cei mm1stermg the Gov-

• 
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ernment to forwR.rd the following telegram to the Foreign Office on behalf 

of the Chamber of Commerce:-
"Chamber of Commerce strongly urges necessity rectification 

"boundaries Colony. Lettet· follows." 
In reply, His Excellency desires me to state that whilst enger for a 

rectifictttion of the boundary line, he is of opinion that, as the Imperial 

Government is in possession of all the facts of the case and of the views of 

the Naval and Military Autho1·ities and of the citizens of the Colony on 

this subject, it would be inexpedient, without being able to adduce any new 

facts, met·ely to t.elegrnph the opinion of the Chamber of Commerce, already 

well ]mown, on a subject whieh the newspapct·s show us was one month ago 

constantly before the Imperial Govemment. 
I a.m further to add that His Excellency deprecates at the present a 

public discussion of this mattet• as not being likely to advance the object 

desired.-I have, &c., 

T. HERCOMBE SMITH, Acting Colonial Secrettuy. 

The Secretary, Cu.umER oF CommRcE. 

HoNGKONG G&NF.RAL CH.UIBER OF Co~mEn.CE, 
HoNGKONG, 5th :May, 1898. 

Sm,-1 have the honour to forward to you n. despatch in triplicato 

addressed to the Most Noble the Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs, 

following up telegram of yesterday, which my Committee respectfully beg 

His Excellency the Officer Administet·iug the Government to ldndly transmit 

through the usm\l chanuel.- I have, &c., 

R. CHATTERTO::s- WILCOX, Secretary. 

Hon. T. SERCOlmE ~:bnTH, Acting Colonial Secrett\ry. 

HoNGKONG GENEUAL CHAlmEn. OI' Colll\IERCE, 

HoNGKoNr., 5th May, 189ft 

My LoRD MAn.QUis,-1'he fact that this Cha.m bcr is a more or less 

cosmopolitan body, formed solely to promote and protect tht> interests of 

commerce, has induced the Committee to strictly confine their attention 

t0 matters connected with trade. Since, howevet·, inaction at the present 

crisis of the Colouy's history might be open to misconstruction- this 

Chamber being- unqucstionnhly t he most. representative institution in 

Hou"kotw-mv Committee have decided to lay their views on the proposed 
:""' 0 .. 

rectifie>1-tion of the hon udaries of the Colony hefore yonr TJor \ship. 
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The moment appears to my Committee to be peculiarly favourable for 

the negotiation of such a demand. The Chinese Govemment have proved 

their incapacity to uphold the neutrality of any por tion of their territory, 

and it is thet·efore imperative that any Chinese territory commanding the 

approaches to the harbour of Hongkong should be placed in Bt·itish hands. 

This Chambet· can fully endorse all that has been advanced in favour 

of the extension of the bound1u·ies of the Colony hy the China Association, 

the Navy League, and various officials, civil, naval, and military. It is of 

vital importance to the residents of all nationalities here engaged in com

merce that that commerce should be secure from molestation, and that the 

docks, banks, factories, and godowns in which they hold large interests 

should not be at the mercy of a bombarding force. Where there is vast 

capital invested, the first element desired is secm·ity from loss throuah 
"' sudden attack by an outside foe, and while there is good reason to hope 

for the continued pt·eservation of peace, it would be more satisfactory t o 

be assured that the wealth created here by commercial enterprise is not ex

posed to needless and avoidable danger. 

My Committee, moreover,' desire to point out that the rapid growth of 

the population in the past, and the tendency to still further increase in the 

future, render some acldition to the area und&r British occupation most 

desimble if not absolutely necessary, both for the establishment of in

dustries t\nd for the erection of dwelling-houses with due regard to sanita

tion. fThe water supply, excellent as it is for existing requirements, cannot 

be greatly increased on the island, as most of the principal streams and 

collecting areas have already been laid under contribution, and the bulk of 

the fresh water obtainable has been impounded. Nor is it aclvisable that 

so large a city as Victol'ia should be entirely dependent on outside sources 

for every article of food, when by the acquisition of the propose(l strip of 

tenitory at the back of the Kowloon peninsula land for the production of 
vegetables and the rearing of cattle would be provided. 

The city of Kowloon, which is under mandarin r ule, situate.! less than 

half a mile from the frontier, and actually within the waters of the harbour 

has always proved a refuge fot• Chinese criminals, and the gambling hell: 

repeat~dly established there in defiance of protests from the Coloni1\! 

Government, have been a prolific source of trouble. It is not too much to 

say that this phce, with its encouragements to viC'e and dishonesty, adds 



r 

[ 28] 

D 

enormously to the task of preserving order aucl good go.vernment. among 

the large Chinese population of the Colony. The in~lus10n of tb1.s small 

cit.y within British boundu.ries would greatly assist m the detection and 
· · a ld 1 tber·efot·e 11rove an important benefit. repressiOn of cnme, an wou a une, ' 

It was proposed quite recently, in a memorial to the Throne, by Lx 

HuNG-CHANG, the ex-Viceroy of Chihli, to establish a Chinese na.vi\1 station 

at Mirs Bav and thnu"h this proj ect has for the present fallen out of 

:i"ht it. ~;y at a.ny ~ime be reviveu. My Committee think it is only 

u:ce:sarv to refer t.o suoh a c:ontingcncy to show the desirability of remov· 

ing Mir~ Bay, iromodin.tely behind the Kowloon Hills, from the region of 

debate by gcttin~ it included in the n.rea of this Colony . 

The Chamber is, after all, in p:nt at least, only pressing for what, by 

Treaty, should already 1Jelong to the Colony. The bound;wies of the Colony 

and its dependencies are sta.tecl officially to lie between 22 deg. 9 min. l\~tcl 
i~ cleg. 21 min. north latitude and 114 deg . 5 min. and 114 cleg. 18 m1~. 
east longituue. These boun~11tries would, the ChamLer nnderstanus, 1f 

a.dhered to when the Colony was first cetled, have inr~luded Lammtt Islancl 

011 
the sout.h a.nd the range of hills bt•hind Kowloon on the north, thus 

rriving tho Colony possession of both shores of the Lyeemuu instead of the 

~resent anomalous position whit~h leavcR one sid<> of this important ent1·ance 

in Chinese watcrf'. 
F or the foregoing reasons, among others, therefore, my Con:~~ittee 

heg respectfully to join with the other bt,aief; hefiH·e mentionet1, iu nrging 

Her Majesty's Government to negoti<\te with the Chinese Govcrnm~nt the 

cession or a. \ea.se of tbe strip of tenitory on the mainland togethe•· wtth the 

adjacent islands necessary to cnsnro the effective protection of this im

portant porl. :mcl co:~.ling slation. - I have, &.c., 
R. M. GRAY, Chnirmnn. 

To the Most Noule the MARQUIS OF Su. rsnuaY, K.G., 

Het· Maj esty's Principal Se<ll'l~tary of St.:l.te for Foreign .-\ffa.irs. 

CQLOKlAL SJ~CltETA itY's On' JCg, 

HoxoKoxo, 9th 1iay, 1898. 

Sm,-1 am directed to acknowledge the receipt of your letter of the 

r.th instant' a nu t.o state thnt its enclosure hns been forwarded to the 
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Srlcreta.ry of State for the Colonies for transmission t.o the Mal~QUIS OF 

SaLISBURY.-I have, &c., 

T. SERCOMBE S)JI1'111 Attiug Colonial Secretary. 
The Secret:Hy, Ho xGKONG G EN F.RAL CHAliCBE.H OF Co>IllE.Rc ~· . 

HONGKONG GENERAL CHAMBER OF COMMERCE, 

HoNGKONG, 11th May, 1898. 

MY LoRD MAn.Qurs,- 1 had the honour of addressing your Lordship on 

the 5th instant, and now beg to advise the following messa.ge sent by wire 

on the lOth instant:-

"MA.RQUIS SALisnun.Y, London.-Hongkoug Chamber Couunet·ce 

"strongly urges vital necessity l'ectification boundaries Colony. Letter 

"follows.--G&AY, Chairman." 

Within the last fe1v days details have •·eachcd this port of the virtu;\! 

captut·e of Manila by the United St!\tes squadron under Admiral DEWEY, 

and if an object lessou wet·e required to emphasize tbe vital necessity to 

this Colony of an adequate syst.em of defence, a more striking example 

could hardly have been found. Through want of proper defences, th e 

invading force was ~llowed to come within shelling range of the eit.y, and 

then any resistance from the forts was promptly checked bv threat of a 
bomLardment. Similar tactics could be adopted hero hy a:l enemy, who 

could bombard the city of Victoria. simultaneously ft·om the Capsuimun 

and from Mirs Bay witb absolute impnnity from ret<tliation by our forts, 

although the defence works of the harbout· are excellent for repelling war

ships attempting to enter it. 

My Comrnitt.ee would further invite your Lordship's special attention 

to the fact that the harbour of Mirs Bay was actually used by the United 

States squadron as a naval base before proceedincr to Manila after lea.vi urr 0 0 

H ongkong upon the rupture vf diplomatic relations with Spa in . This 

incident fvrcihly illustrates the use that ma.y be made of Mirs Bay and 

Cnpsuimun as places of rendezvous by a foreign fleet. 

If a.uy excuse were needed for the intervention of the Ch:tmber of 

Commerce in a que·stion of this character, ;tmple justification is found 

therefor in the en ormous and ever increasing commercial interests of the 

Colony, whi(;h call for the fullest security that can be provided, whether 

obta.inaLle by diplomatic act.ion or by the effective Jllaintenance of mat.el'ial 

defences. 

~~~ ~-~- ----------~~~~~--~------~----------~--------------------------~~----~------1 
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My Committee have only now to add, in explanation of the above 

teleg1·am not having been sent earlier, that it was forwarded to His Excel

lency the Officer Administering the Government fo1· transmission, but His 

Excellency deprecated its despatch at the present time though be raised no 

objection to fol'Warding the covering letter. Being much impressed with the 

importance of losing no time at this juncture of affairs, the Committee 

decidl'u to telegraph direct to your Lordship.- ! have, &c., 
H. M. GHAY, Chairn1an. 

'rhe ·M:ost Noble the MaRQUIS oF SaLISBURY, K.G., 

Her ~fajesty's Principal Secretary for Foreign Affairs. 

Ho~GKONG GENEltAL CHAMBER OF Co;mnatCI·:, 
HONGKONG, 11th May, 189~. 

SIR,-I have the honour to acknowledge receipt of your despatches of 

the 5th and 9th instant from which my Committee learn that His 

Excellency the Officer Administering the Govern went has been good enough 

to send on the letter addressed by this Chamber to the Most Noble 

the MARQUIS OF SALISBURY, but they regret that His Excellen cy clid not 

deem it expedient to forward their telegram on the same subject. 

I am instructeu to point out that His Excellency is mistaken in sup

posing that the Chamber has officially made any written representation on 

this subject already; indeed, it was on this account mainly the Committee 

decided to address the Foreign Office by wire and by lette1·. After further 

consideration, in the light of recent events at Manila, whereby the fate of 

~~ port inadequately protected has been so tellingly demonetratcd, aud 

having regard to the changes occuniug with startling rapidity in China, 

my Committee are of opinion that it is their imperative duty as represent

ing the great commercial interests of this Colony, to lose no t ime in expres

sing their views on this vital question of the rectifi.ct\tiou of the Colony's 

boundaries to the Imperial Government. They have accordingly despatched 

the following message by telegram to the Noble TJord the Secretary of State 

for Fo1·eign Affairs :-
"MARQUIS SALISBURY, London.-Hongkong Chamber Commerce 

strongly u1·ges vital necessity rectification bound1~ri~s Colony. Letter 

follows.-GRAY, Chairman." 

[ 31 ] 

D 
. ~y Committee note the opinion expressed by His Exeellene;y that it is 

ma.dVJsable to raise public discussion on this question at present a d '11 
b · · . , n w1 
ear It m mmd fo1· their guidance. 

I now beg leave to hand he1·ewith the Chamber's second and supple

mental despatch to the MaRQUIS OF SALISBURY beet<•in"' that His E 1 
1 ·u . • "" ., xce -
en~1Y Wl lnndly tmusmit the same to the Foreign Office hy the out-"'oin..,. 

ma1 .-I have, &c., " o 

R. OHATTER.TON WILCOX, Secretary. 

Hon. T. SERCO.MBE SlliTB, Acting Colonial Secreta.ry. 

CoLONIAL SECRETARY's OFFICE, 
HoNGKONG, 12th May, 1~98. 

. SIR,- 1 am Jiree;ted by the Officer Adruinisteriug the Govemment to 

mform you that your supplameuta.l despatch of the 11th instant will be 

dui! forwat·ded to the Secretary of S tate for F oreign Affairs by Saturday's 
m:ul.-I have, &c., 

' , T. SERCOMBE SMITH, Actiug Colonial Secretary. 
lhe Secretary, HoNGKONG GENRHAL CHA)lBER OJo' Co)DIEROE. 

CoLONIAL SEcnETAI~Y's 0Fl' JC& 
' HoNGKONG, 17th May, 18!18. 

Sm,·-With reference to my lette1· No. 762 of the 12th · • t I d · lllsoan , !till 

trected to inform you that your supplemental despatch of the 11th idem 

has been forwarded to the Secretary of State for the Colonies fortramauission 
to the MARQUIS OF SALISBURY.-! have, &c., 

. . T . SERCOMBE S~HTH, Acting Colonial Secretanr. 
fhe Sccretm·y, HoNGKONG GENERAL CHAMllER OF Co:u:u~:ac&. • 

HONGKONG, 13th J nly, \89~. 

D EAR WrLcox,-I enclose fot· the information of the Committee of 

the Chamber copy of a letter add ressed by me yesterday t o the Chairman 

o.f the local branch of the China Association on the subject of the reserva

tiOn of CLincse K owloon City under Chinese rule, as the queation indirectly 
a:ffect.s the trade of the Colony.-Yours, &c., 

T. H. WHITEHEAD. 
R. C. WrLcox, Esq., 

Secretary, Hongkong General Chamber of Comwe1·ce. 
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( Enclostwe.) 

Hongkong, 12th July, 1S98. 

Dear Francis,--Ho,vever incredible, it appears to be true that in 

terms of the Convention signed at Pekh1g ou 9th June last leasing to Great 

Britain certain territories around Hongkong, the area. so leased will be 

under British jurisdiction except the Chinese city of Kowloon with its 
insanitary dens, hot-beds of disease, and gamLling bells. The said city is a 

favourite resort for dangerous characters and criminals. This vile spot in the 
midst of Bt·itish territory is apparently to remain under Chinese jurisdic

tion. It was impcssible to extend the shadow of any credence to the Times 

report from its Peking correspondent to this effect. In fa.ct it was gene
rally disbelieved and thought that some mistake mnst have n.risen in 

telcgra)!hing from Peking to London. No or;e could ret\lise that such a 

serious blunder could have been made and the Colonial Government 

throughout has maintn.ined secrecy in respect of the terms of the Conven
tion. The Chinese city of Kowloon has long been a danger to Hongkong 
on "anitarv moral and every other !!round, and if it is true that the said 

,.., .. , ' ~ 

city is to remain under Chinese jurisdiction it will be impossible for the 
British Government to effect the reforms so absolutely necassary. It is 

simply impossible to believe that the Convention in question can permit 
such a sink of filth as the Chinese city of Kowloon, which is within reach 

of HonO'kouO' in thirty minutes by steam, to continue under Chinese rnle 
" "' in British territory. It would permit of the setting up of an imperium in 

imperio. If it should t.urn out to be really so our representative has been 

completely worsted. An indignatio~1 meeting should be held and a resolu
tion passed calling for the 1·equisita amendment of the Convention before 

it is ratified. 

The Hongkong Branch of the Navy League telegraphed a protest to 

the parent League iu London yesterday, and the China Association would 
do well to take immediate Rteps to ascmtain public opinion in Hongkong 

on this grave question, which so immediately affects the Colony's future 

welfare, and communicate the result to the Home Auth orities and the 

British Press.-Yours, &c., 
T. H. WHITEHEAD. 

J. J. Francis, Esq., Q.c., Chairman, China Association. 
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HoNGKONG, 18th July, 1898. 

DEAR W'rLcox,- Let me suggest for the consideration of the Com

mittee the necessity of calling a public meeting of the community to give 

expression to their views on the subject of the maintenance of Chinese 
jurisdiction in the City of Kowloon. It seems to me that this is a question 
which gravely affects all classes of the community, British and Foreign, 

and that the Hongkong Genera.! Chamber of Commerce as a cosmopolit.an 

representative body is the propel' chan nel through which the views of the 

community should be conveyed to the Home Government. It is of vital 
importance that the meeting should be called without any loss of time as 

the Convention signed in P eking on 9th June last, is now about due to 
arrive in London, and every effort should be made to secure the neccssarv 

amendment of it before ratification, which cannot be long delayed. One~ 
ratified it will take many years of effort to effect any modification.

Yours, &c., 
T. H. WHITEHEAD. 

R. C. WrLcox, Esq., 
Secretary, Hongkong General Chamber of Commerce. 

H ONGKONG GEKERAL CHAMBER OF Co~niERCE, 

HoNGI\ONG, 14th ,July, 1893. 

Sm,-My Committee have observed in The T imes of the lOth ultimo 

a telegraphic summary of the terms of a Convention signed at Peking on 
the 9th idem with th(> Chinese Govermnent leasing to Great Britain certain 

territories around Hongkong. 

Among the conditions of the lease of this territory they notice one to 

the effe~t that the native city of Kowloon will remain unde1· Chinese j oris

diction. This stipulation my Committee regard with so much apprehension 
and disquiet that they take this opportunity of begging the Gov ernment 

to supply them with the full text of the Convention.-! have, &c., 

R. CHATTER TON WILCOX, Secretary. 

Hon. T. SERC,ntBE Smnr, Acting Colonial Secretary. 

HoNGKONG GENERAL CHAlrBgr~ Ol<' CoMMERCE, 
HoNGKONG, 18th July, 1898. 

SrR,-I am directed by my Committee to state for the information of 
His E xcellency th~> Officer Administering the Government that on Sat.nrday 
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afternoon the following message was despatched by telegram to the Most 

Noble Lord the Secreh~ry of State for Foreign Affairs :-

. " MARQUIS SALISBURY, IJondon.-Hongkong Chamber Commerce 

" strenuously m ges Govemment insist absolute freedom from Chinese 

" IJustoms and jurisdiction whola Kowloon extension territory includ

" ing city. Anything less renders situation m<,>st unsatisf~ctory leading 

"to endless complications.-GRA.Y, Chainnil.n."- 1 ha.ve, &c., 

R . UHATTERTON WILCOX, Recretnry. 

Hon. T . SERCO:URE S111TH, Act.iug Colonial Secretnry. 

HoNGKONG G ENERAL CHAMBER OF CmniERCE, 

H ONGKONG, 19th July, 1898. 

Sta,- I have the honour to forwat·d to yon a despatch, in triplicate, 

addrEssed by this Chatnher to the Most Noble the MARQUIS OF SALISBURY, 

Her Majesty's Principal Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs, followin.g 

up teleg t·am of the 16th instant, which my Committee respe~tfully beg ~1s 
Excellcn<'y the Officer Administering the Government to kmdly transmit, 

throurrh the usual channel, by German ma.il.- 1 have, &c., 
" R. CHATTERTON WILCOX, ~ecrett~ry. 

Hon. T. Srmco~IBE SmTH, Acting Colonit\l Secretary . 

H oNGKON<r GENF:RAI. Cn .ornER OF Co:\nn: ttc ~: , 

1-IONGKONG, l9t.h Jnly, 1898 . 

:MY LoRD MARQ.Uis,-1 had the honoui· to address your !Jordship on 

the 5th and 11th May last on the necessity of the extension of the ter

ritori:\ll imits of this Colony and my Committee have since learned, with no 

liUle relief, that the efforts of H er Majesty's Minister at P eking . in this 

behalf ha"e been so fa r successful that a. Convention was sig ned on the 9th 

June uudet· which the tetTitory in question has been leased to Great Britain 

for a period of uine ty-nine years. While, however , gli~.dly expressing their 

appreciation of the energy displayed in the interests of the ~olony, my 

Committ.ee nevertheless feel compell.!d to take strong cxceptwn to one 

stipulation in the Convention as published- t o the effect thn.t" within the 

native cH.y of K owloou the Uhinese officials now stn.tioned tbere shall con

tinue to exercise jurisdiction," n.nd they beg respectfnl\y t o inuicate some 

of the effects t o l•e apprehendeu ther efrom, if it bn adhc1·ecl to. · 

D 

As your Lordship is wcllaw<~.re, the city of Kowloon is situated close 

to the existing boundaries of British Kowloon, and is virtually a port 

within the limits of the harbour of Hongkong. 

The city, though small and commercially insignifiC<wt, has ft•om the 

very foundation of this Colony been a moral danger owing ·to its having 

afforded an asylum to defaulters, gamblers, and criminals of all kinds, 

while its insanitary condition constitutes it n. menace to the phvsical health 
of Hongkong. · . 

A further considet·ation, and one of no little importance, is the fact that 

if the city with its water frontage be allo,ved to remain in the hands of native 

offici<\ls, Chinese vessels could pt•esum t~bly ch.im the right to lie off itll 

foreshore, and would thus afford a pretext fot· the Chinese revenue cruisers 

to exercise their powers within the limits of H ongkong harbom\ 

It is therefore, as your TJordship will perceive, not without cause that 

the public of this Colony view with something like consternation the 

insertion of a provision iu the Convention that eau hardly fail to give rise 

to continual and vexatious complications. The retention of Chinese juris

diction over the present seat of Government of the leased terl'itory, moreovet·, 

could not fail to ex:ercise a malign influence on the minds of the natives, 

and would assuredly have a dn.n1aging effect on British prestige in South 

China. 

Although my Committee have not so far been favoured with a perusal 

of the full }ext of the Convention, they have reason to feu.r th11.t concessions 

may have been promised to the Imperial Maritjme Custows, who at. present, 

by means of their stations and cruisers, maintain a species of blockade of 

the junk trade of the port, which trade has been practically unprogressiv~ 
since the establishment of their office in the city of Victoria some twelve 

yen.rs ago. There is, in the Committee's opinion, a well founded impression 

that the natural growth of the native distributing trade of the Colony is 

•·estricted hy the action of the Customs, and they hlld hoped that with the 

ext~nsion of the Colony's ft·ontiers, the Customs stations and their control 

office would have been relegatccl to the Chinese border, and thus leave 

H ongkong in fa.ct., as in nanH', a free port of trade. 
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d d tl t th t ·on W<\S one of ur~rent and pressing 

Being persua e 1a e ques 1 " 

itnportance, my Committee deemed it advisable to despatch the following 

telearam to your Lordship on the 16th in!ltant :-
"' "MARQUIS SALISBURY, London.-Hongkong Cbambet· Commerce 

t · · t b 1 te f ·eedom from Chinese "strenuously urges Governmen ms1s a so u I . . 

"Customs and jurisdiction whole Kowloon extension terntor~ tnclud

" ing city. Anything less renders situation most unsatisfactory, 

"le~ding to endless complications.-GRAY, Chairman." 
In conclusion, my C('lmmittee venture to regret that, in. a m~ttter so 

nearly affecting the interests of this c_olony, no o_p~ortumty ha.s been 

hitherto afforded to the residents of Jearmng the [H"OVlSlOOS of the Conven

tion or of el>pre~sing an opinion thereon.- I have, &c., 
H. :M. GRAY, Cha.irman. 

~ · · · Her M•tJ.e" t)·'s Prin-
To. tbe Most Noble the MARQUIS ,oF ::'AJ.Als:ffnu.tn, h.h., • " 

cipnl Secretary of Stat.e for F ore1g~ IUI'S. 

COJ.O!'<'IAL St:CREl'ARY'S OFFICE, 
HoxGKO:SG, 19th Jnly, 11398. 

Sxn,-I beg to achowledgc the receipt of your lelter of the 14th 

instant, to which an oral answer has been giveo.- I have, &c., 
T. SEHCOMBE SMITH, Acting Colonial Secret.nry. 

n CIIATT~:nTON Wu.cox, E sq., 
· Secretary, HoNG KnlW G~:Nr:RAJ. CHA)t»F.H OF Co)tMERCE. 

----
CoT.ONlAL SECltET,\ nY's OF~·rcE. 

HoNGKONG, 20th ,Tuly, 1!:!98. 

Sm -I beer to acknowledge receipt of your communication of yest.er

day encl:lsiug a
0

lctter fo r. transmission to the MARQUIS OF SALISBURY. . 

The letter in qne:;tion hns been forwarued hy to-day's G.errua.n ma1l. 

-I have, &c., T. SERCOMBE SMITH, Acting Colonial Secretory. 

n. CnATTERTON 'WILcox. E sq., , . . , 
Secretary, .HoxGKONG GENERAL CHA)IUr:n Ol· Com\IERCE. 

----
IloNGlWXH GgNr:RAL Cn.\)IBEn o~· Co)DIE HCR, 

HO!'<'GKONG, 21>th Jnly, H!98. 

SIR,-·Ou the 20th instant I had the honour to send you a telegram 

repet~ting the message forwarded hy this Chamber to the Noble Lord tho 

St>cretnrv of Stt\te for Foreign Affairs. 
· f th d t h addressed to Lord SALIS-1 now bea to enclose a copy o e espa c 

nuRY in conti~uatiou of the telegram contain iug representations which my 
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Committee considered it their duty to make before it might become too 

h~te to influence acLion. 

My Committee take this opportunity to tender your Excellency their 

hearty thanks for your efforts on behalf of the Colony. They db not f<~il 

to recognise the great difficulties which bad to be encountered in d Paliug 

with the Tsung-li Yamcu and the Imperial Maritime Customs in a quos. 

tion of this nature, but they can only regard the article in the Convention 

retaining Kowloon Cit.y under Chinese jurisdiction as fraught with future 

trouble to tht~ Colony and therefore calling for a strong protest, which they 

trust is not too late to be effective.-! have, &c., 

H. M. GRAY , Chairman. 

To His Excclleucy Sir C LAUDE !\iACDON.H,D, K.c.B., Icc.:u.u., Her Britannic 
Majesty's Minister in Chiua. 

H oNGKONG GENERAL CtLuumn. oF Co)!MERCE, 
HoNGKONG, 12th August, 1898. 

Sm,--In view of the extension of terl'itory acquired by the Conven. 

tion of the 9th June I am instrur.too by the Committee of this Chamber to 

lay before the Govemment their opinion on the question of the Chinese 

Imperial Maritime Customs vis-li-vis this Colony. The Committee believe 

that some understanding was given to the effect that the extension of the 

boundaries should not prove a source of loss to the Chinese revenue, and 

they quite concur in the desire to assist t.he Chinese Government in the 

matter, so long as it can be done without hampering the tnde, or imped

ing the development of the Colony, the future prospects of which, with 

enlarged boundaries, on its present basis of absolute freP.dom, arc very 

p1·omising. To secure their fulfilment,, however, it should, in t he first place, 

be laid down that the existing Customs Stations must be removed to Chinese 

territory outside the Colony's boundaries and that the harbour be jealously 

gu.trded from the intt·osion of Chinese Revenue cmft of any description. 

The debys and obstrurtions to the movements of shipping, were the 

Chinese Customs allowt>d a free hand in our waters, would constitute a 

set·ioos iuterferenre with that fl'f-!edom which has mainly contributed to 

build up the present prosperity of this port. Wit.hout such provision, too, 

it would he impossible to have that free communication and inter chancre of ., 
produce between Victori<\ and the outlying additions to the Colony which 

may 11!\.tut·nlly be expected to develop. 

I 

' 

~~--------~--------~~~--------------~] 
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'rhat some advant1~ges might accrue to the Colony by its Loing placed 

on the footing of a Treaty Port, and therefore participating in the facilities 

afforded by the Iuland Steam Regulations, is quite possible, but such ad

vantage would be greatly outweigheu by the counterbalancing drawbacks. 

Fot· the Colony to accept them as an equivah>nt for the freedom of the 

port would be like bartering jts birthrigllt for a mess of pottage. 

This Chamber, while invincibly opposed to the continuance m the 

Colony of the Customs Oollectorate of a Foreign State, have no wish to 

place a11y impediment in the way of that State obtaining its rightful 

revenue, nor do they desire that a single dollu.r should be made by the 

Hongkong Government at the expense of China; but this t:an, they believe, 

be readily effected without the maintenance of any Customs Stations or 

Collectorate within the Colony. The chief at·ticlc which requires special 

protection for the Chinese Government is opium, and the Committee are 

of opinion that, in connection with this import, mo1·e could perhaps be 

done than is at vresent by t.he Hongkong Government in safeguarding the 

Chiuese revenue. The present· system of licensing an Opium Farmer leaves 

much to be desh-ed, and the Committee would suggest that the Govem

ment sbonld give its consideration to the formulation of some other scheme 

which will not only provide an effective check on the import of the drug 

but will trace it also to consumption or exportation. 

'While, however, the Committee are p1·epared to sanct.ion some sacrifice 

in revenue in order to secure in perpetuity the freedom of the port, they 

would point out that in addition to, and apart from, the olJjections already 

named to the vroposals of the Chinese Imperial Maritime Customs, the 

J amage to British prestige in China and in the F a r E ast generally by the 

pract.ical conversion of this Colony into a Chinese Treaty Port would be 

most serious, aud in the eyes of the Cantonet:e at any r~tte wonld reduce 

Hongkoug into a dependency of the Chinese Empire. Rather than accept 

an arrangement so humiliating, so derogatory . to Great Britain, and so 

detrimental to the Colony's best interests, the Committee would be disposeLl 
to r ecommend the ab1·ogation of the Convention aud a reve1·sion to the 

previous conditions.-! have, &c., 
R. CH.ATTERTO:N WILCOX, Secretary. 

Hon. T. tiERCo:IIBE l:hnTn, Acting Colonial Secretary. 
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P EKING, 18th August, 1898. 

Sm,- 1 beg to acknowledge with thanks •·our cou1·teot1s eo · t ' J J rnmumca wn 
of uly 26th, forwarding to me copy of a despatch addressed to Lord 

SALISBURY by the Commi ttee of the Hongkong General Chamber of Com

merce.-! am, &c., 

OLAUDE M. MACDONALD. 

R. M. GRaY, Esq. , 

Chairman, H oxGJ<ONG GENEIU.L CHAliUER OF Co~nrERCE. 

H oNGKONG GENEI~AL CHA:UUEI~ OF Co?tmEucE, 

IIONGKONG, 8th September, 1H9H. 

Sx&,~The Committee of this Chamber take th is opportunity to ask 

your ass1st~nce at~d co-opera.tiou in securing the best inte1·ests of this 

?olony, whtc~ are m dauge t· of suffering injury from cer tain stipulations 

m a ConventiOn recently negotiated for its intended special benefi t. 1 
refer to the Convention signed at P eking on the 9th J une b H . B .· 

· M · t , M' . . Y el lltan-
mc aJCS y s 1n1ster wtth the Chinese Government to seeu1·e at c t · 

f h 
. 1 x ens10n 

o t e boundan es of Hon rYkona and the text of wh· '-• • b o> ICU agreem en t l.Jas been 
pubhshed m The Times . • 

One c'la~se of th~t Agreement prov ides that within the city of Kow-
loon the .Chmese offictals now stationed there shall coutimte t . · . . r . 0 exercise 
JUriS( tctlon, and that the existing landing place near Kowloon city shall 

be reserved for the convenience of the Chinese men-of-war, merchant an d 

passenger vessels, whicll may come u.nd ao and l ie there t th · 1 & . o a etr p ea-
sure, ' C. Thts c!1~nse cnn only be considered ns detracting most seriously 

fro~1~ the ''alue of the concession, inasmuch as it leaves in the centre of a 
Bntlsh possession a jurisdict.ion and authority which are alike ~0 · d 

ta · · • . . ' re•gn an 
an . gomstJC t.o aJl our 1deas of JUnsprudencc anu government, and for that 

reason alone 1s to be ear nestly deprecated At>art from .~. 1·" ho · b . ' wU "> WeVCl', 18 

t e a~s.olutc cerli~mt.y that such deference to the s1.tpposed suscept ibilities of 

the Chmese Government must act prcju<licially upon the minds of the native 
who under these circumstances \"lfill assuredly reaard t lte Cl · h h s, • • . o uuese r41ot et· t an 
~he BrttJ~b Go~ernment as the preuominant P ower, a result so patent that 

1t seems mcred1ble an arrangement of th is nature could h L . evct• ttve eeu 

considered. The city of Kowloon itself is an iusigttificant place, out it has 

al~a!s beeu a thorn in the side of H ongkong since the lat.tet· became a 
Bnt1sh Colony, lying as it does on the other side of the centre of the 
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hn.rbour, while its gambling deus have repe1Ltedly caused serious trouble to 

the Colonial Government. The insanitary condition of the place also ren

ders it a source of danger to the health of the Colony. The reservation of 

the only landing place and the wat.crs of the bay for the use of Chinese war 

vessels and revenue cruisers- for no merchant steamers frequent the place 

-is tantamount to the establishment of a Chinese port for the use of 

Chiutse Customs cruisers, &c ., within a British harbour, a position without 

a parallel in any other part of the world. 
Althou <>h n ) mention of such specific proposals is contained in the 

'"' Convention, this Committee have reasou to know that the Chinese Imperial 

Maritime Customs have put forward certain chims, in connection with the 

protection of their revenue, which include the retention af all their exist

ing stations in the new Bdtish territory, and to have further facilities 

granted for collecting duties in the wate1·s of the harbour itself. To such 

proposals, it is needless to say, there is universal objection in this Colony, 

where the opinion natul'(l.ily obtains that the Chinese Govemment should 

collect its own revenue iu its own tenitory, as is done by every other Gov

ernment. To allow t.he new territory to be throttled by a n~twork of 

Chinese Customs stations and cruisers hemming it round, with a central 

establishment in the Colony, would be to effectually hamper the develop

ment of its trade and industries which might otherwise be confidently 

looked for. 
Under the provisions of the Agreement known as the Opium Conven-

tion, 188.'>, negotiated to give effect to the Additional Article to t.he Chefoo 

Convention, the H ongkong Government nndl!rtakes to see that all opium 

arriving has to be reported to the Harbour Ma:;ter, and no opium can be 

exported without notice to that official. By this menns smuggling has been 

greatlv rl;jducecl but if it be desired to narrow this down to \'anishing point . , 
no doubt further steps, either by the establishment of bonded warehouses 

for opium and l imiting the preparation of the drug to local consumption 

a.nd the supply of Lue American and Australi11n markets, could be tuken by 

the Hon"'kon<> Government.. This Chambe1· has no desire to see one cent 
, 0 

of revenue collected at the expense of the Chinese Treasury, but it is }Jro-

foundly convinced that the f1·cedom of the port can only be prorerly 

safeguarded by the withdrawal of the Chinese Customs Stations to Chinese 

territory and the refusal of permission to the Chinese Customs officials to 

CC>llect duties in the Colony or its waters. 
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It has been urged that the fa.cilities asked for by the Chinese Customs 

at·e regarded in some way as a quid p1·o qtto for the extension of tel'l'itory. 

With regard to this contention, this Committee would poiut out that Bl'itish 

tmde has for the past thirty years been suffet·ing serious loss consequent 

on the failure of t1.1e Chinese Government to ca~ry out the conditions of the 

Treaties, which loss if placed in the scale would still leave a large balance 
at the debit of Chinn.. 

This extension of tenitory, though of gre•~t strategic and military 

Vt\lue, would ce1·tainly never prove of equal commercial importance unless 

it wet·e free ft·om the restrictions with which the Chinese Intpe1·ial Mari

time Customs seek to fetter not only it but also the parent Colony. Taking 

this into consideration, this Chamber is of opinion that the Colony had 

better remain in the position antecedent to the Convention of June last 

rather than accept the new territory with the conditions now sou<>ht to be 
0 

attached thereto. 

The Committee htwe addressed the Secretary of State for l<'oreign 

Affairs and the Colonial Government at length on this important question, 

and now beg that your Chamber will not only give its most earnest atten

tion thereto but will throw the whole weight of its great influence in favour 
of this Colony.-! am, &c., 

R. M. GRAY, Chuirman. 
The President, LONDON GENt:RAL CHAMBER 01~ COlDl~RCE. 

E 
The Chinese Customs and Hongkong. 

Ho:o~GKONG, 29th August, 1898. 

DEAR SI&,- I beg to give notice that at the next meeting of the Com

mittee of the Hongkong Genet·al Chamber of Commerce I will move tbe 
following resolutions:-

I.-That the continued existence of the Imperial Chinese Maritime 

Customs in Hongkong, of Chinese Customs Stations in the im

mediate neighbourhood of the Colony, and of Chinese steam 

cruisers and la,mches in Hongkong waters is a serious inter

ferencl:' with the freedom of commerce and a great impediment to 

the development of the tmde of the Colony, especially C>f the 

trade in native vessels, and inflicts a grave injury ou B1·itish 

prest.ige and credit in t.he ey~s of our Chinese subjects. 
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2.--That the Imperin.l Chinese Government should he required to 

remove its Customs establishments from Hongkong, Kowloon, 

and the immediate neighbourhood of the Colony, and should be 

required to collect its Customs duties, like all other nations, in its 

own p01·ts a!ld not at stations especially established for the 

surveillu.uce of the tt·a.de of Hongkong; and 

S. - That if tho existing Customs establishments and stations are 

withdrawn the Hongkong Government should be required to make 

such arrangements as will safeguard and completely secure the 

Impet·ial Chinese Government ft·om all loss by Opium smuggling 

into China froru Hongkong, either by Bonded Warehouses or 

otherwise, as may be found most convenient. 

Will yon be so good as to cit•culate the(;e resolutions to th e Members 

of Committee at your early convenience, a.nd if you could arrange with the 

Chairman to call the monthly Committee meeting for Septembet· sa.y on 

Thursday, the l st day of September, your doing so wonld, if the Committee 

adop ts the resolutions, pet·mit of the Chambct· forw!i.rcling them, by the 

mail leaving Hongkoug for L ondon on Saturday, lhd proximo, to Her 

Majesty's Sect·etary of State fot· Foreig n Affairs. Thus they would arrive 

home before any finn.l ratification of the Kowloon Cotwention and about 

the same time as the Honourable the Colonial Sect·etary of Hongkong, 

now ou spech1l duty in connection with the rectification of the boundaries 

of the Colony, who leaves this for England by the 0 ;\na.dia.n Pacific 

sten.rner two days hence.-! am, &c., 

T. H. WHITEHEAD. 
R. C. Wn.cox, E~q ., 

Secretary, Ho~GKO~G GE~ERAL CHAJtBJo:R 01•· CoJDlERCE, 

1-IONGKOXG. 

H oNGKONG G~:N~:RAL CaumEn OI' CoJnn:ncE, 

HoNGKONG, 2nd September, 11:!98. 

Sra,--1 have the honour to fomard, for the information of His Ex

cellency the Officer Administeriug the -Government, the following resolu

tions, passed yesterday at the monthly meeting uy the General Committee 

of this Chamber, afte r matUI·e considet·ation of the position of the Chine11e 

Imperial Ma.1·itime Customs in ronnection with this Colony lliHl the extt>n. 
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si.on. of its boundat·ief!, as the rightful course to adopt consistent with the 

dJgmty of the Government and the preservation of the freedom of the 
rort:-

1 .-~hat the Customs Office be no longet· permitted to collect duties 
tn the Colony or its waters. 

2.-That all opium a rriving in the Colony be accounted for either 

through the agency of Bonded W are houses or otherwise ' 

3.-That the Government do all in their power to p rotect th~ Chinese 

revenue, more especially with regard to the Opium Farmer. 

4.-That the Revenue Sta.tious and Revenue Cruisers be removed 

loeyom~ the limits of British te rritory and British waters. 

The Committee will deem it a fa-rour if His Excellency will ak 

known tlJese resolutions to H er Majestv's Secretary of State for the C 1 m: e 
- I hav & • o omes. e, c., 

H . , R. CHATTERTON WILCO X s -on. I. s~:RCO)!IH: ~m-rn ActiniJ' c l . I s ~ ' . ecretary. · , · .-, o 011111 ecreta.ry. 

No. 1585. 
Cor.ONIAL SECRETARY'~; OFncE, 

. HONGKONG, 5th September, 11:198. 
<> ~IR,-I am di.rected to acknowledge the receipt of your l etter of the 

... nd msta.nt, relattve to the position of the C hinese I mperial Maritime 

C~storns Ill connection with this Colony a.nd the extension of its bound

an es, and to state that a copy of it will be forwarded to the Secretal·v of 

State for the Colonies n.nd to H er Majesty's Minister at PekinO' - I h~ve 
&c., o• • ' 

T. SEHCONIBE SMITH, 
R. Cl:ATTERTO:-i \Vn.cox, E sq., Acting Colonial Secretary. 

Secretary, HoxoKo~(~ GENEl(.\L CHAliBER OF COli.\!ERc~: . 

p 
The Local Bank Note Issue. 

Ho!'\GK O;)IG GF.""RAT c c 
l • • u. L IIAllllER OF ~OlDU:RCE, 

S Ho!\GKO~G, I 4th J uly, 1898. 
0 . • .m.-~ ~eg l~:we to transmi t, for the information of His Excellency the 

ffi:er Ad•.n llustct·mg the GO\·emmcnt, an extract from the minutes of ycstet·

~ay s ~leehttng of t he Committee of the Chambm· in reference to the Bank Xotc 
ssue lll t e Colony.-! haw , &c., 

'1' H , • , R. C HA TTERTON WILCOX, Se01·etar.v. 0 011 - 1 . SERCOJnm SmTu, 
A l'ti11g- Colo11ial ~N·ret:uy . 

~ ~ ~ 

~~=~====================================) 
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1
·act from Jllinutcs nf Jllontltly Meeting of tlte Committee oftlte llonglmng 

General Cltambm· of Comme1W! of tlte l3tlt Juf.lf. 

The CHAI1HIAN said-In referring to the question of the Local Note Issue 

· it is not a matter of taking notice of a passing inconvenience which is finisberl. 

with as ~oon as the extreme pressure is over and a recurrence of which can be 
e:lsily guarded against. We 1nust take a far more serious view of the position, 

and I think that the question should be studied by this f.Jhaml~er from. all 
points, with a dew of proposing some scheme to meet the ~ha~gmg reqmre
mcnts of th e trade focnssecl in this Colony-a change wluch ts nndonbtedly 

progressing. The inconveuiencP. awl loss during the past six mont~s, and 
especially during the last month, caused to the whole traue hc1·e, natl·\·e and 
foreign alike, by the endeavour of the Banks concerned to ke<:p thet~· note 

issue within their restricted limits, has been felt by us all individually m our 
businesses, nnd were it possible to put the actual loss into figures, I am con
vinced that those fignres would make an astonishing total. n is a matter 

prinMrily nffecting the Banks conccmed, who have recently he.en be~ween t~e 
devil and the deep sea in ~his point, but it is really of far w1dcr scope, as It 

touches nil those interested in the commerce of these regions and affects not 

only thei1• present, bnt also theit· future welfare. On the one hand, we h~Yf! 
the Chinese t 1·adcrl> discarding by deg:·ees their ancient methods of makmg 

their financial dealino·s iu chopped dollars by weight, in fttvonr of the more 
,., J • 

com·cnient system of interchanging money by means of the Bank )lotes, lll 

which they hrwc gained complete confidence and which are so .much m~re 
e.1sily handled. On the other hand, we hare the expanding busmess wh.tch 
must assuredly follow the enfr,mchisement of trade in China, when promtscs 
shall hare o·ivcn place to performance, and which natnral development of 
trade is tht:atencd by n scarcity of the most convenient circulating medium· 

Added to this is the ·certainty that with a perfect feeli ng of security in their 

stability, these notes are snre to be hoarded in large quantities. Even were 
we to suppose that the trade here is not expanding, there is no doubt whatever 

that t.he use of notes is vastly on the increase, ancl as the knowlmlge of the 
com cniencc allll the sense of secnrity become more widely spread, so the habit 

of using notes in place of silver will go farther nncl fm'thet· int.o the interior 

in'e\·er widening circles. I am infot·mcd on good native authonty that notes 
are nserl now in \Ytwhow. where they would not baYC heen accepted before that 
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port was opened last year. My informant added that it was only a question 

of time when they ' vould become current at Nanning-fn. The present issne 
of notes in circulation from this Colony aggregates roughly ten million dollars. 

Eighteen years ago •it W<IS one-third of this amount ; five years ago it was two-

• thirds, and now ten million dollars is quite insnfficient. Who is goinrt to say 
what issue will be rcqnircd three years hence ? much less what will be ;equired 
in ten years? 'fhe trade has been caught napping to a certain extent in not 

having been prepared for this change in the currency nserl, bnt 11011 tlv~t om· 
eyes are opened to the gravity of the situation there should be no loss of time 
in getting this note issue question placed npon a sound and lastin<>' footin()' 

b "' 

which will safeguard the future. 'l'his is one of those cases of economic 

change, which is distinctly good in its way, bnt which requires to be handled 

wi~h an open mind and an eye to future dev!31opments, so that once taken in 
hand it will be settled definitely and will allow the C•)mmerce of the Colony 
not only to t•esumc but also to continue the even tenor of its way. St:1,·ing it 

off with makeshift expedients will only be post poning the evil day and end in 
dis!tppointment, because I aD! convinced that the appreciation and use of 

Bank Notes will increase with great strides in the Empire of China and will do 
much to facilitate trade generally, unless the system receh•es disastt·ous checks 
such as we ha,·e recently experienced. I therefore consider that it is incnm-' 

bent on the Committee to give this question most serious attention and 
considemtion, as an au:iple Note Issue means a frc<:J current of trade, while a 
restricted one spells confnsiou and loss. If the Gv\·crnment will not allow the 
Banks concerned a sufficient issue for the increasing requirements of the 
tt·adc, then the Note Issue of the Banks should be supplemented by a Hong

kong Govemment issue sufficient to ensure fnll accommodation. 

i\Ir. ,J.\CK~O~.-The Hongkoug and Shanghai Bank has had some cor

respondence on this subject both with the local Govemmeut and with the 

Hecretary of State. f.Jomplaints having been mau ) of an cxccs~iv~ Note Issne 
O\'er the legalised amonnt duri ng the early months of the yea.r, we have replied 
to the effect that this excess of issue was necessitttted by ei t'CUllli>tances, and 

.by a gre:1t in con venienee and loss to the tl'adc we reduced om issne by the 
aoth .J unc and brought it within the prescribed limi t.~. 1Ve ha.re pointed ont 

to the Government that these limits m·e quite inadequate to the requirements 

of the trade, an cl ha\·e made the proposal that for any excess of limit in an 

• 
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issue o[ notes we are prepare::d to lodge silver dollar for dollar in the custody 
of the Colonial Treasurer. We arc in hopes that the Government will listen 

favoumbly to this proposal. 
The VICB-UHAIR:UAN then proposed that the proposal• of the Hougkong 

and Shan•rhai Bank, as submitted to the Goverumeut, viz., that the Bank be • 
empowered to issue notes in excess of their limit. on the condi.tion that for a~y 
snch excess of issue they should lodge dollar for dollar wtth the Colomal 

Treasurer, have the cordial anu UU9.Uimons support of the Chamber. 

Mr. H. A. RITCHIE seconded. 

Carried unanimously. 
It was then proposed by Hon. T. H. WHITEHEAD, sc<!onded. by ~Ir. N. 

A. Sums, that an extract from the minutes of this meeting on thts snbJed be 

forwarded to the Government, w!tb a request that the opinion of the Chamber 

be communicated to the Secretat·y of State for the Colonies. 

Carried unanimously. 

No. 12:H. 
CoLoNIAL SEcRETAnY's o~'FicE, 

HoNGKONG, 16th Jnly, Hl9~ . . 

Sm -I have the honour to inform you that a copy of the extract from 
' (' ~he minutes of Wednesday's meeting of the Committee of t~\C H~ngkong ~e-

neral Chamber of Commerce in reference to the Bank Note Issue 111 the Colony 

has been forwarded to the Secretary of State by to-day's mail.-I ha\·e, &c., 
T. SERCOMBE SMITH, 

Acting Colonial Secretary. 

H. Cli.HTERTO~ WILCOX, :Est[-, 
Sccretnrv Hou"kon•• Geneml Chamber of Commerce . 

.,) 0 0 

G 
The Question of the Indian Currency. 

CoLO:\JAL !o:'.t::CRETAI~Y's 0 FI'"I CF., 

HoNGKO~IT, 13th J une, J!j!_IH. 

Sm,-1 am directed to transmit for the information of Lhc Chamber of 

Cotr!merce the enclosed copy of a despatch from the Secretary of State for the 

C·.)lonics notifying the appointment of Sir A. DENT, K.c.u.G., to be a member 
of a Committee to consider the question of the Indian Currency.-! have, &c., 

T. SEHCO~lBE SMITH, 
Acting Colonial Secretary. 

Sccrctnry, CHA)!BER OF ColDIERC~:, &l'. 
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Downiug .Strcet, 

7th May, 1~98. 

Sir,-1 ha\·e the honour to inform you that the Secretary of l:ltate for 

India has appointed a Uommittec tv consider the question of the Indifln Cur
rency and that Sir A. DBN'l', K.C.:\LG., who is well acquaintet1 with the interests 

of all the Eastem Colonies, has been appointed a mcmbet· of the Uommittcc. 
-I have, &c., 

J. Cu.uruERLAr~. 
The Officer Atlmiui;;tel'ing the Gorcrnmeut of Hougkoug. 

HoNGKON<r GEN.t::UAL C nAliBEn uP ColiMEr:cE, 

H oNGKONG, 5th J uuc, 1898. 

Sm,-I beg to acknowledge receipt of yom despatch of the 13th instant 

(No. 959), transmitting for the information of this Chamber copy of a despatch 

fr?m the Secretary of State for the Colonies notifying the appointmen~ of 
Sir ALFRED DE~·r to be a membet· of a Com mittee to con~ider the lJHestion 
of the Indian Currency.-! have, &c., 

R CHATTERTOK WILCOX, Secretary. 
lion. T. S:kawo:uuE SmTu, 

Acting Colonial Secretnry. 

E:t·tract from 11finutes of .Aloutltly Meeting of Committee of tlte llunglwng 

Genc1·al Cluunhe1· qf Com7Jte7'Ce of tlt e 13tlt Jnly :-

The CH.\IlL\L\.X said that the consideration of this question was deferred 
nt ·last meeting owing to the absence of i\Ir . • Jacksou. Would :Mr . .Jacksou 
gi \'C his views on the matter ? 

Mr. JACKSOK said he had received a telegram asking him to girc his 

opinion with regard to the proposals of the Ind ian Goremment. His views 
on the question hntl undergone uo change. He replied by telegram to the 

following effect :-" I do not· approYc of the proposal of the Indian Gorcru
lllellt. l consider it is iw prae~icable. l'euuing snmc i utcmatiouala~;reeme::ut, 

I would suggest continuing the policy established in 18!):1. 'l'he low price of 
bar silver is unfavourable to trade bet\reen Iw.1ia and China. The Indian 
IJo,·ernmcnt by depressing bar silver would a~grarate the .position." 

Mr. 1.YHrrEHEAJJ said he had Leeu asked by Sir Alfred Dent, a member 
of the Commission appointed by the Secret11ry of State for India aud now 
sitting, t.o give his views on the c1nestion, and he Lau done so in a memoran

dum he would lay before the'Chambcr. 

.J ... 
~'u __:_..:;:~~----..-------___......._,__~--------1 
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)[E~lO. IN R~~ INDIAN GOV~:ltNM~~NT CUR!tENC Y PROI'OSALS. 

"The Indian Government is largely indebted in gold to England. The 

revenue of the country is raised in silver, hence India's difficulties of finance 

between India and England, which is her principal difficulty. As a way our, 

of her uifficulties the Indian Government recommends that 'for the purpose 

of establishing a gold standard in India, ten crores of cmrent silver rupees in 

India be withdrawn annually, melted and sold, and that Her :Majesty's Govern

ment should mo•·e Parliament to pass an Act giving the Secrc:tary of State 

power to borrow up to a maximum of £ 20,000,000.' If adopted these recom

mende~tions would have the following among other results :-

"I.-Increase, im>tead of reduce, India's already large gold indebtedness 

and aggravate seriously the difficulties which already hcset the Indian 

Government in remitting to England the interest on her sterling 

loans as well as the home charges amounting to some £ 17,000,000 

per annum. 

" 2.-0f necessity lead to a further arbit rary contraction of the cmrency 

in India, which would assuredly raise the already high rate of interest 

on loanable money there, render the monetary position intolerable, 

inadequate to meet natural requirements, n.nd in evct·y probability 

would conduce sooner or later to a contraction in India's trade. 

'l'herc is nothing more necessary for the development of a country's 

trade than r. free and natural supply of its accustomed currency; 

'l'hc endea>our or attempt to establish a gold standard by meam; of 

contraction of the currency in India is condemned on every side by 

all shades of opinion, and Capital says t ruly that ' the policy of 

addin" to India's sterlino· indebtedness in order to cheapen the cost 
t:> " 

of annual remittances to England is simply robbing Peter to pay 

Paul.' The proposed shipment in two years of £ 10,000,000 in gold 

sovereigns to I ndia (to be stored in the reser>e t reasuries there) 

would necessarily raise h ome-rates of discount and cause stringency 

in money in London. 

" B.-T he sale of melted rupees would lower still fur ther the gold value 

of silver, not only the metal which the world produces annually bu~ 
also the silver and rupees now in circulation in India. The hoardings 
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of the masses in the Indinn Empire wonld be still further depreciated, 

and the political consequences must; in t ime become dangerous; 

and 

"4.-Fnrther widen the divergence between the nominal and metallir. 

value of the rupee, and thereby most seriously handicap Indian 

trade and industries with and in competition with silver-nsin(J' conn-
~~ 0 

" In other words, the proposals ot· the experiments, which har e been 

strongly disapproved and widely condemned as impracticable and pernicious 

would, if carried ont, confer on silver conntl'ies a steadily increasin(J' annuai 
• 0 

bounty or premmm, at present upwards of £2,50 0,000- at the expense of the 

Indian people, Indian trade, ancl Indian industries- as shewn at pages 23 and 

24: of the paper ' The Critical Posit ism of British Trarle with Oriental Coun

t ries,' read before the Royal Coloni~l I nstit ute in London on 12th February 
1 89f•. The closing of the I ndian mints was a hazardous experiment, yea, ~ 
colo~gal ~!under, and is developing g1·ave C\'ils which could not ha \·e been fnlly 

reahseu m 18!JS by Lord Herschell's Commission but which arP. inseparable 

from every artificial system of currency. 

" Enforced contraction and continuous stri ngency in currency can be 

maintained by legislation at the expensn of the trade and industries of a coun

tJ·y, but ~n~~t ultimately entail serious if not disastrous consequences. Adopt 

convertab!l1ty of the rupee in some form or other at a fixed maximum and 

mini~num rate, but the supply of the currency or the circulating medium at 
all ttmes should be to eqnal t rade requirements. Exchangeability can alone 

give fixity of exchange and the making of rupees interchangeable with gold at 

an approximate rate would remove all feeling of insecurity and would inspire 

co~fidence in the ci.ty of London and elsewhe1·e. Relief from the monetary 

strmgency, nncer tamt y, and nnsettlement is what is prayed for, not a scheme 

or experiment which invoh'es the intensifying of the evils which have existed 

during the last two seasons. Is a gold standard desirable for I ndia, and is a 

gold standard and gold money really practicable for the specinl circumstances 

of the Indian Empire ? The conclusion the Bombay Chamber of Commerce 

draws, is ' that gold can only if at all be introduced into circulat ion under 

conditions of the money market which are ruinous to both foreign and internal 

commerce nnrl can only he retained in ci rculation so long- as those conditions 
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are maintained.' The problem i;; an extremely knotty one, bn~ Holland's 
monetary arrangements with Java seem to have worked satisfactorily or to 
have at le:tst smTed the purpose for which they wet·e intended. 

"T. H. \VIH'fEHEAD. 

The Rental of Wharves. 
HoxGKONG, 1 .:ith Augnst, 1898. 

Jh:AR Sm,-We beg to draw yonr Committee's attention, wit.h a view to 

!:.heir addressing the Government on ~he Ellbject, to the reeently increased 
rcnta\ levied by the Go\·crumcnt ou Wharves and Piers in the harbour advct·
tised in the Gazette of 30th ultimo under the heading of Notification No. 341. 

We append a return showing t.he diffel'ence between what was pre1iously 

levied and the rates under the new regulations. 

Ordinance 25 of 1891-

Picrs of 10,000 sq. feet or less, $180 per annum 
of 10,000 to 20,000 sq. feet or less, $2-!0 per annnm. 

~otificatiou No. ?.4-l of 18Gfl-

500 S':J. feet, $2-!0 per rmnum. 

500/1,000 :160 " 

1,000/2,000 , 600 , 
2,ooot:~,ooo !)60 ,, 
3,000/5,000 1,320 ,, 
5,000/10,000 1,8(10 

10,000 and over 2.+tHJ 

W c submit the increase of the rental by ten times the amount preYionsly 
chm·ged without a word of <'Xplana.tion m· waming is most unfair and t~ncalled 
for. The wharves are noG a soni'CC of re,·enue to ns ; they are provtded for 
the use of the pnblie to facil it·1te e,1sy ac:cess to or from ont• steamers, and we 
consider tl1at, as 011r vessels pay light flues, they should not be further bnrdeuerl 
with these additional 1•cnts, which form a dired charge on shipping as fni' as 

we nre concerned. 
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We repeat we do not obtain any revenue whatever from these wharves, 

and we would furthet• beg to dmw your attention to the inconvenience that 
would be caused the travelling public should we, through the Government 
insisting on these enormous rent:1ls, be compelled to abandon O'i\·ino- passeno-er3 

0 Cl :') 

these facilities.-We are, &c., 
BUTTER FIELD & S WIRE, 

Ag1:1nts, China Navigation Co., Ld. 

THOS. ARNOLD, Secretary, 
Hongkong, Canton & ~Jacao Steamboat Co., Lll. 

R. CHA.TTERTON' Wu.cox, Esq., 
Secretary, HoNGJCO:iG GENKRAL CILUrBE n OF CO)D!ERCE. 

HoNGKONG GENERAL CHAMBER OF ComtERCE, 
HONGKONG, 18th Augus t, 1898. 

Sm,-I am directed to bring to the attention of His Excellency the 
Officer Administering the Government the t:xceedingly heavy incr·ease in the 
annual rents levied for piers and wharves in the regulations recently made 
and published in the Government Gazette nndet· Not.ifieat.ion No. 3!1 in lieu 
of those contained in the schedule to Ordinance No. 25 of 1891. 

In illustration of the foregoing, I beg to append a comparison of the 
rates formerly charged and those to be levied nndet• the Regu.lations just sanc
tioned:-

Ordinance 25 of 1891. $ 
Piers of 10,000 square feet or less · 180 

, 10,000/20,000 
" , 216 

" 20,000/30,000 
" " 240 

, 30,000/50,000 ,, , 300 

" 50,000/70,000 
" " 348 

" exceeding 70,000 
" " 350 

Notification No. 341 of 1R98. $ 
Piers of 500 square feet 240 

" 500/ 1,000 
" 860 

" 1,000/ 2,000 
" 600 

" 2,000/ 3,000 
" 960 

,, 3,000/ 5,000 
" 1,360 

" 5,000/10,000 
" 1,800 

1 0,000 upwards 2,400 



[ 52 ] 

H 
This const~tntes an increase of fttlly ten times that previously charged, 

and it has been made without any notice or explanation to those concerned. 

It is urged by the Steamboat Companies that these wharves, which are 

provided for the use and convenience of the public, are not a source of revemte 

to the owners, and if, owing to the serious bnrden which it is proposed to lay 

upon them, they hacl to discontinue the use of landing plu.ces;, great incon

venience would be cansed to the travelling public. 

The Committee wonld respectfully suggest that if it he desired to ill'ovide 

a "'radnated scale commencin<r at 500 SflUare fpct the rents should commence 
0 b ' 1 

at a snm in proport.ion to the $24:0 originally levied for 10,000 sqnare feet or 

nearly on that basis, since it is manifestly undesirable to curtail the hnding 

facilities in this port.-I have, &c., 
R. CHATTERTON vYILCOX, Secretary. 

Hou. T. SERCO)fUE SmTH, 
Acting- Colonial Secretary. 

CoLONIAL SECRETARY's 0Ft•'ICE, 

HoNGKONG, 17th September, 1898. 

Sm,-I am directed to acknowledge the receipt of your letter dated the 

18th ultimo, anu to state for the informA.tiou of the Chamber of Commerce 

that after due re-consideration His Excellency the Officer Administering the 

Government regrets his inability to re\'erse m· modify the decision already 

m-rivetl a!; in regard to the annual rents to be charged for pier~ and wharves 

unuer the new regulations rcfened to. 

'l'he revised rates will, accordingly, come into force on the 1st .January 

next, n.nd will be re-published in the Government (/azette with a notice to that 

effect.-I ha Ye, &c., T. SERCOMBE SMITH, 
Acting Colonial Secretary. 

The Secretary to the CHA)IJ\ER 011 Co~DIEllCE. 
- - - · 

HoNGKONG G£rn-:RAL CHA)IBKR OF co~numcF., 

liONGKONG, 20th September, 1898. 

DBA n. SIRf;,-Rcferring to yom letter of the 15th ultimo to this Chamber 

calling attention to the largely increased rental levied by the Government on 

·wharves and Piers nnder new Reg·nlntions gazettcrl on the :10th .Tuly, I beg 
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now to huull you cupy of reply ft·om Govel'llllleu t to a prot.~t i rorn thi::; 
Chamber against such inc1·ease.-I am, &c., 

, , . , . . R. CHATTEln'ON WILCOX, f.lecrctary. 
fhe Agents, Chma .NavtgatJOn Companv, L im itcu. 
The Secretary, Hongkong, Canton & :i.\I~cao Steamboat Co., Ld. 

X 
The Working of the Post Office. 

GENERAL PosT 0FFtCE, 
IlON<;KONG, 14th March, 1898. 

Sm,-I ha.Ye the honour to cnqnirc whether yom· Cha.mber wonld con-

sid~r it a ~onvenienc~, in the case of the :French mail, to hare only letters 

dehvel'ed m the first tnsta.nce, newspaper and other priutcu matter being left 

to be dealt with later. 

Commercial firms would in that case have over an hom· extra to spare 011 

each occasion in dealing with their fol'ward correspondence.-! have, &c., 

. , ,' A. M. THOMHON, P ostmm;tcr Genom!. 
Ihe Secretary, CH,~)lBER Ol' ComumcE. 

HoSGKOXG G~:NERAL c~IAmmn or CO,IMERCE 
' HoxGKONG, 17th March, 1898. 

Sm,-In reply to your letter of the 14th instant inc1uiring whether this 

Chamber consider it would be a convenience, in the case of the French Mails, 

to haNe only letters delivered in the first instance, other matte1• beino· left to 

be dealt with later, I am O.irected by my Committee to say that 7n their 

opinio~ it would be a decided convenience to the commercial community, if 

the dehvery of the letters woulu thi.!reby be expedited, and they will be glad 

to see the proposal carried into effect.- I ltave, &c., 

K CHATTERTON \VILCOX, Secretary. 
To A . M. THOllSOX, E~q., Postm:1 ster General. • 

GENERAL P osT Or rrc£, 
, HoNGKOXG, 18th March, 1898. 
Sm,-I luvc the honour to reqnest you to be so good a:; to ohtain the 

opinion of your Chamber on the suggestion that branch Post Offices for 

or•linary correspondence should be opened at the following places, viz.;-
(1) Qncen's Road West uear Bonham Stmnd · 

' 
(2 } \Vanchai ; and 

(3) Kowloon. 
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· l •· • t 1 c · of 011iniou that Lhc establish· I have uo statistiCS un t IC snu.)t:C • )U am " 

ment of these branches would lighten the work of the Central Offices as 
regards both outgoing and incoming mails ; a~d it would appear that the 

claims of these loc~llitics cannot much longer be Ig nort-d. 

I should be glad to learn auy modification of the proposal that may occur 

to the Chamber.- ! luwe, &c., 
A . M. THOMSO~, Postmaster General. 

Tile Secretary, CHAMBER o~· Colll!ERCE. 

HoxGKONG GENEltAL CaA:.IBER OF Coll~umc£, 
HoNOKONG, 25th March, 1898. 

Sm -I be(l' leave to acknowledge receipt of your letter of the 18th inst. 

requestit~g the ; pinion of this Chamber on the suggestion that bran~h Pos~ 
Offices for ordinary correspondence should be opened at (1) Queen s Roa 

West near Bonham Strand, (2) Wanchai, and (3) Kowloon. 

Iq reply I am inatructed to say that, in the opinion of my. Committee, 

any step that will tend to accelerate the postal service is worth tnal, but ~~ey 
are not in a position to ascertain the requirements of the above locahtH'S. 

Before actually endorsing the proposed experiment, moreover, th.ey wonld be 

glad to have an estimate of the approximat.c annual cost of mumtenauce of 

IJranch Post Offices near Bouham Strand and at Kowloon. 

'With reference to the proposal to open a branch at Wanchai, my Com

mittee are inclined to think that this should be deferred until a trial has been 

made of the two fit•st named branches.-! have, &c., 
R. CHATTERTON WILCOX, Secret:~ry . 

T o Hon. A. M. THollSOX, Potitmnster GeneraL 

GENERAL P us-r OFFICE, 

HoNGKONG, 26th March, 1898. 

Sm - I have.the honour to t hauk you for your letter of the :l5Lh iust,ant, 

and in r:ply to inform you that, as your Commi~tec ~s ~ot in a posit~ on to ~scer
tain the requirements of the localities in questton lt IS unnecessary to trouble 

them ful't.her in the matter.-! have, &c., 
A. M. T HOMSON, Postmaster General. 

The Secretary, CnA"lWElt OF Colllll>UCE. 

' 
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HO.NiiKOXt;, 6th .J uly, 1H98. 

DEAlt :::lm,- ln the hope that the Uliamher of Commerce wiU again take 

up the question of the manner in which tlie Post Office is conduct.cd, we beg 
to bring to your notice the fact that none of our papers ex the French Mail 

were delivered to us until close upon 7 p.m. yesterday, a t which time the 

whole of onr Calcutta mail ex Suisang was also delivered, and o. part of our 

mail ex Sanuki Mm·tt from J o.pan. 

We believe &hat all these vessels arrived here ea!'ly yeslerday morning, and 

we submit that the delivery of mails which arrive the fit'St thing in the morn

ing should not be postponed until after ordinary office hom'S in the evening. 

T he shortcomings of the Post Office are so well kn01m that we think 

that no more need be said beyond giving you the above fact. and expressing 

the hope that the Chamber of Commerce may be able to get the Post Office 

to perform its duty to the public.- Yours, &c., 

DODWELL, CARLILL & Co. 

The Secretary of the CHAl.IUEit o~· ColiliiERCE, Present. 

HONGKONG, 6 th J uly, 1898. 

D EAR Srn,-I would s ubmit fo t• the consideration of the Committee 

whether it. is not desirable to request the Governmen t to cause enqu:t·y to be 

made into the reasons why the newspapers r eceived by the French Mail early 

on Tuesday, the Gth, were not deli\·ered until Wednesday morning ?- I am, &c., 

HA RRY WICKI NG. 
R. C. WlLGox, E~q ., Secret:try, I-I oN<>KOSv Cru:.u uEn OF Co)mEnCE. 

liONGKONG1 6th July, 189B. 

SIR,-The registered correspondence by the French Mail yesterday was 

delivered at our Office after 4 p.m., and the newspapers were not obtaiuahle 

until after bnsiness hours, althongh the Caledonien arrived about G a.tn. 

FurthtJr, a letter by the Sanuki Jlfaru, which arrived late on the night 

of the -!th, did not reach our hands until this morning. 

Other lapses of the Postal Service have occurred recently wltich would 

point to the concl:.tsion that the staff is eithet· inefficient or insufficient, and 

we beg to urge upon the Committee the desirability of bringing this fr.ct to 

the notice of the Government.- We are, &c., 
REIS:::i & Co. 

The Secretary, H oNGlWNG CHA:UBER oF CO)IllERCE. 

• 

~~~-~------------~~~~~-----------) 
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IloNGKONG, 6th July, Hl9~. 

DEAR Sm,-Wc thiuk the following facts should be brought to the 

knowledge of the Government, and some explanation asked for :-
1. The French Mail arrived yesterday morning at daylight. 

2. Om· registered samples, et..:. were not delivered until 4 p.m. 

3. Our papers were no~ delivered until 7 p.m. 
·L One letter by same mail was only deli\•ered at noon to-day.-W.:. are, 

&c., GILMAN & Co. 

R. C. Wu,cox, Esq., ~eeretary, r_; uAMUER OF Co~DlERCE. 

l-IONGKONG, 6th July, l89tl. 

sm,-We regret we luwe again to address you regarding the unsatis

factory a~1d slow dclivm·y of the mails. 

The French mail steamer arrived before 7 a.ru. yesterday and om· 

rc"'istered letters came only to hand at 4 p.m. and some of our ordinary 
le:ters at 4.30 p.m. yesterday. On account of the late delivery of these letters 

our home conespondence for Shanghai could not be forwarded at all by the 

French mail. 

We wrote to the Post Office at a.±il p.m. yesterday, complaining about the 

late delivery anrl asking when the registered letters wonld be delivered and 

rcceiYed merely the reply, " all registered letters sent out." 

We hope the Chamber will again be kind enough to take up this question 

and insist upon a prompt delivery of all mail matter.-We have, &c., 
MELCHERS & Co. 

R. C. Vl'tLcox, E sq., 
~ecretary, HoNGKONG CHA)lHER Ob' CO)DIEHCE. 

---
HoNGKONG, 7th July , ltl98. 

DKnt Sm,- -\Ve would call the attention of the Chamber to the great 

delay in Lhe delivPry of the Mail by the last French Packet which anived 

here early on the morning of the 5th inst. 

N 0 newspapers or circnlars reached us nntil late in the evening of that 

tlay, and one registered letter was not delivered to us until neal'ly 3 o'clock 

yesterday af~ernoon.-Yours, &c., 
LINSTEAD & DA VI S. 

The Secretary, CHA)lllER OF CoMMERCE, Hongkong. 
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H oNGICONG, 7th J uly, 1898. 

DEAlt Sm,-M:ight I suggest that the late delivery of newspapers arriving 

by the French Mail which reached here on the morning of the 5th instant is 
sufficiently serious to claim the attention of your Committee with the view 
of an exhaustive enquiry being made as to the real cause. 

I believe it is a fact that newspapers were not delivered until 6 p.m. the 
same evening at the earliest. 

Speaking for myself two books sent direct by book post and three news
papers addressed to my firm and myself and posted direct from London were 

no& delivered through the Post Office until after 10.30 a. m. on the Gth inst., 
or more than 2-l hours after the French Mail had arrived. My other news

papers are sent through Messrs. KELLY & WALSH, and they inform me none 
of thcit· papers were dcliv~red before G p.m. on the 5th instant. 

I believe you will find I am correct in saying that the Post Office notice 
board stated Letters would be delivered at R a.m. and papers at 12 n(lon. 

I would ask your Committee to take up the question of the present 

management of the Post Office in a really serious manner and not be put off 
by any reply which may be received to the rffect that the Jelay was cHused by 
too gt•eat a pressure of work. 

Would your Committee in such a case ask for details of such pressurE\ 

I do not think tlw present Head of the Deparliment can be considered to 
be suffering from too great a pressure of work. 

In this connection enquiries might be made as to what portion of his 
busimss hours he usually spends outside both of his two Offices. His time fot• 

a certain portion of each clay is suppos"d to be exclusively devoted to his 
public duties and therefore the public arc surely entitled to enquire if this is 
the case, since one of the departments nndet• his charge gives so mucl1 dissatis
faction. 

I can assure you there is considerable dissatisfaction at the present 
manag-ement of the Post Office. And if careful enquiries were made it would, 
I think, be found by no means a rare occurrence for letters posted fot• delivery 

locally to take ovet• 24 hours and sometimes cYen over 4R hom·s to reach their 
destinations. 

I 

~~~tr~~~~~-~----~--------------------------------~._~----------------------------------~1 
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I trust that for the benefit of the Hongkong Public yonr Committee will 

take up this question vigorously and seriously and see that it is thrashed ont. 

-I am, &c., GODFREY C. C. MASTER. 

R. CuA·rTERTON \VrLCOX, E sq., Secretary , , 
THE HoNGKONG GENEUAL CHAliRER OF Co3utERCE. 

HONGKON0, 7th J nly, 1898. 

Sm,-We beg to draw the Chamber's attcn~ion to the great delay and 

inconvenience caused the mercantile community by the late delivery of the 
mail received by the las~ French mail. The vessel arrived in the harbour 

early Tuesday morning, ordinary letters reached onr office between 10 and 11 

o'clock in the morning, important registered documents not till after 4 p.m., 

while papers, &c. were not delivered until about 6.30 p.m. 

It is hardly necess:try for us to go into details as to how greatly a busi

ness firm is inconvenienced by snch irregularity on the p!lrt of the Post Office, 

as it will be obvious to any one, and we bring the matter to tl1e notice of your 

Committee in the hopes they will make such strong representations to the 

Government that the Depar~tnent is put upon a proper working footing.-We 

are, &c., BUTTERFIELD & SWIRE. 

R . CnATTERTON ·wu.cox, Esq., 
Secretary, HoNGKONG CHAMBER OF CoMMERCE. 

THE MEltCANTILE BANK OF INDIA, LIMITED, 
HONGKONG, 7th July, 1898. 

DEAR SIR,-With reference to Post Office irregularities, it may be 

useful to you to know that by the French M:ail which arrived here early in 

the morning of the 5th instant, no mail was delivered to us at all. Subse

quently one letter was delivered at 2 o'clock, another at +. o'clock. 

An important IJondon packet which we know was posted has not yet been 

delivered. Newspapers were not recci\red till the e\·ening.-I am, &c., 
JOHN T HURBGRN, 'Manager. 

The Secretary, THE CHA>lBER OF CoM~1ERCE, Hongkong. 
----

HoNGKONG GENt:nAL CnA3rBEn 0(,' Co1nrERCE, 
HoNGKONG, 9th ,July, 1898. 

Sm,-This Chamber has received numerous complaints concerning the 

late J eli verv of the la'>t inward French M1til, with the reqnest that the atten

tion of the Government should he promptly cn,llerl to the mn.ttc1·. 
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My Committee regret the neccs:>ity of having again to recur to this sub

ject, hut arc compelled to express the extreme dissatisfaction of the mercantile 

community with the present arrangements and working of the Post Office, 

and to strongly press upon the Go\·ernmcnt the nbsolnte necessi ty of providing 

an adequate staff to secure efficient service and to pre\·ent the rccnn·cnce of 

the delays corr.plaii1ed of. 

When my Committee acquiesced in the suggestion by the Posmaster Genet·al 

that the letters by the F1·ench l\lai l should h~ delivered in advance of the 

heavier mailmattc1·, it wa~ 11e~·cr contemplaterl that a twelve hours' inten'al 

might on occasions be allowed to interve11c. 

On a separate folio I beg to hand a statement of some of the instances of 

delayed deli\'Cry to which I ha\·e referred above.-! luwe, &c., 

R CHATTERTON WI LCOX:, Secretary. 

To Hon. T. s~mco~rnE Smn1, Actiug Colonial Secretary. 

I.-Although the Frcuclt mail arrived at dayligh~ on the 5th ins~ant, 

and it was officially announced that lettet·s would be deli\'et·ecl at 8 a.m. and 
papet·s, &c. at noon, the t·egistered samples,&~. , were not delivered until-± p.m. 

2.-The newspapers and other printed matter by the same mail did not 

reach addressees nntil be~ween 6 p.m. and 7 p.m. 

3.-In several instances registered letters by the same mail were not 

delivered mitil noon of the !i th ins~ant, and even later. 

+.-Letters received per steamer .';'anulti Jfaru, which ani\'ed late on 
~he night of ~he -ith, were not tlelivereJ until the moming of the Gth instant. 

Cor.OXIA L SECRETAttr's On·rcF:, 

IJOSGKONG, 14th JnJy, )1:!98. 

~IR,-ln reply to your le~tct· of the 9th instant, calling attention to the 

late delivery of the last inward Fl'ench mail, I am di rected to tl'!\nsmit fot· the 

inforlllation of the Chambet· of Commerce copy of reports by the Postmaster 

Genet'lll. 

While recognisi ng that the exceptionally heavy work on the 5th instant 

to some extent explains the delay which occuncd, the Ufficct· Administcriug 

the 00\·r,rmncnt h:\~ gi\·cn instrnr,tions ~n thr Pnstm:l~t.l)r f-l-enct';ll which it is 

~~~~u-~----------------------~~~----------------------1 
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hoped may prercn~ a recnrrence of the state of affairs complained of.-1 

haw, &c., T. i;ElWOMBE SMITH, Acting Colonial Secretary. 

R . CHATTERTON Wn.cox, E sq., 
Secretary, HoNGIWNG G~NF.RAL CHAliBf:R OF CO)D£ERCE. 

REPOR'l'. 

The French mail was recei red in the office at 6.30 a. m. and the "'ork of 

sor~ing was a~ once proceeded with. 

Mails from Canton, Shanghni, Coast Ports (two steamers), Japan, Foo

chow, and Calcutta were also received between 7 and 10 a.m. and were with 

the exception of the C1mton mail sorted ";th the French mail. 

The Canton mai l was written up and sent out at 8 a.m. 

'l'hc sorting of the above was completed at 8.4, and at 8.50 the sorting of 

new:;papers was commenced, but had to be soon a bamloned to allow the out

going mail per Doric to he dealt with. 

'rhr posting for that mail was exceedingly heavy rmd the staff was short 

of two officers, while three vf those prPsent (Chinese) proved ahnost useless, 

an<l accordingly the mails for the Doric WNC not re~ily for despatch till 12.45 

:un. 
The mail notice luvl then to be prepared. 

0 ~ • The European mail for ShanO'hai had to be got ready as the Melhoume 

was leaving at .t p.m., aml mails for .Japan had to be prepat·ed for the same 

steamer. 

Be.c;ides the.c;e the mai l,; bad to he g-ot ready for Swatow, Amoy, and Foo· 

chow per Tlwlcs, leadng at 5 p.m., while at the same time mails had to be 
closed for Ningpo, Chefoo, and Tientsin, so that the whole of the forward 

conespondcnce had to lJc sorted in addition to that posted locally : so that it 

was past 4 p.m. befvre the bags for the French steamer could leave the office. 

The sorting of the paper;; was then proceeded with nnd they were ready 

at 6.30 p.m., bnt in the meantime mails for Canton, Hoihow, Haiphong, Kobe, 

and Newchwang had to bP prepared. 

I am satisficu from frequent personal inspection of the work during the 

day in question that in the circnmstnnces the paper;; were deliYered ns ex-

pe1itionsly as possihle. 
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'1'1 . . 1e cu·c~mstnuces ·~r~ uearly the S:lllle as thvse in the c.1sc repot-Led upon 

m C.S.O.-wtth the additwn that the amount of conc:~pondence dealt with irt 
the current ha!l increased by at least :!0 per cent. 

I need hardly remind you that it has long baen settled that the Post 

~flice is sadly in need of adequate accommodation, and I think that in the 
ctrcumstances the staff did their work well, or at least as well as they could on 

a day wh~n probably there was more work to be got throngb than on any 
othct· day 111 the existence of the Uolony. 

~Ieast~t·es for inct·easing the accommouation wi ll have to be taken ere 

long m new of the fact that according to the latest scherue a complete new 
Post Office cannot be expected for at least fom year:;. 

. I tr~tst th,~ li the abo,·e explanation will be deemeu by His gxcdlcncy to 
l~ ~:mffiCJ_ent; tf n_ot, might I ventut·e to suggest a personal insprctiou from 
tuue to trme to s:~trsfy the Govemment that my contention recrardiua accom-
modation is correct. '"' o 

A. l\I. l'HO:\-f~OX, Postmaster General. 
llth J uly, 1 89~. 

Addendum:-

Enclosure to Chamber of Commerce letter. 

I.-Report by Supcriutenuent of Regist t·ation Br,mch attached showing 
work done. 

The postmen might have been delayed mthet· late1• than usual in the 
General Bmnch on accon~L of the reasons set forth in report and ns they harl 

a good deal to take out it wonld be some time before they ac:;oruplished their 
rounds. 

t.-Dt·alt with auore. 

il.-Only one instance has come to my notice, dealt with iu Superintend
. ent's report. 

·!.- No cases WE'rt: brought to my notice. :Mail was ready with the French 

mail. It is i~upossible for me to do anything in re snch uompluints (::!) ami. 

(4) unless ·:rtwles H -46 of the Postal Guide at·c compliecl with. The publ ic 

ge~erally gtve no assistance to this department; the writing of abstract coa:
plamts often couched in offensive terms is of no help. 

1 
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In conclusion, I qnite agree with the Uhamber in (2) of theit· letter, but 

tha first thing to do is to get a place to put the staff iu. 

'l'he only places that occnr to me are the rooms generally occupied by 

the Attorney-General and Crown Solicitor, or the ground flom· of t he Club 

opposite. 

The hlttm· would be more com·euient ia tnany ways. 

I must again urge upon Government that the day in question was one of 

maximum pressme such as occur.;; only once in a year or two, and if the staff 

is to be sufficient for such extraordinary occasions it would mean Yery ea~;y 

work the majority of the da.ys of the year. 

At the same time I must say tha~ the clerks in the Post Office arc at 

present the most hartl-worked of any in Government Departments. 

A. M. 'fHO)ISON, Postmaster Geueral. 

12th ·July, 1~9~. 

Registration Branch, 
General Pollt Office, 

Hm1gkong, 12th July, 189H. 

Sm,-The mails leaving on the morning of the 5th instant were as 

follows:-
Swatow 
Amoy 
Foochow 

) 
~ .................... . 9.30 a.m. 

Singapore ) · 
Pcnano· ·· .. . .. ................ 10 a.m. 
Calcutta ~ 
American 1\laii .............. .. .. 12 noon. 

The registered bags ex s.s. Jfelboume were delivered. in this office 

between 7 a.m. and 8 a.m. and the Hongkong registered letters were hanuecl 

out to the postman at 2 p.m. I considet· that this delay in dealing with the 

mail was dne not only to the amount of mails lea dug bnt to the fact that I 

had three new clerks, two of whom had only heen in this office n li ttle over 

two weeks and the other a little over two months. 

The registered letter referred to by }Ir. Dalrymple in the D oily Prrss 

of the 8th (7th ?) instant was handed ont to the postman at 2 p .m., but as he 

hall a large nntnber of ordinary letters as well as registered letters to dcli vcr 

:;> 

.. n •.. 
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and had the whole lot to sort and <UTauge previous to going out on his rounds 

it was a few minutes past .:f p.m. hefore he reached M:r. Dalt'ymple's office, 

only to find the office closed. 

The letter was taken out at ~ a.m. the followi ng moming but again 

found the office closed ; at lo a.m. the postman had the newspapers by the 

previous day's mail to delivet• as well as his lett~rs and ou that account it was 

nearly lUlO a.m. before he reached :Mr. Da lrymple's office.-! remain, &c., 

A. BA URON, Supt. Hegistrat ion Branch. 

To the Hon. A . l\1. Thom:oou, Postmaster GeneraL 

HoNGKONG GI>NKRAI. CHAliUER. OF Co:u:uERcE, 

HoNGKONG, 13th OetoLer, 1898. 

SIR,-It is with great regret that the O~nunittee of this Uhamher feel 

compelled again to request you to in\·i te the attention of His Excellency the 

Officet• Administ-ering t.he Government to the working of the Post Office 

Department. 

On previous occasions the Chamber has had to collllJiain of delayed deli

verie~ of various mails, causing- great inconvenience to the mercantile commu

nity. The r•omplaints now laid before the Commi ttee, copies of some of tue 

principal of which are enclosed, arc of the nou-delh·cry of important business 

correspondence duly posted but never received. This is a much more serious 

matter, since it not only entails imrr.ediate loss, personal annoyance, and far

reaching inconvcnicucc, lmt it. tenus to destroy all confidence in t he Post 

Office, a department in witieh it is usual to place implicit reliam,e. 

It is perfectly clear that thet·e is widespread pi lfering in the Post Office, 

and opportunities for it mnst be given which onght not, itt a well reg ulated 

office, to be afforded. The system of protectiug the mails adopted is evidently 

faulty, and the supervision exercised over t heir making up and despatch would 

seem to he either rcry casual or ineffective to admit of the robbP.ries lately 

perpetrated. 

Having- regt>rd, therefore, to the t>erious nature of the complaints, of 

which those laid before it in writing are only representative of numbers more, 

the Committee would respectfully urge the Go,·emment to iustitLlte an imme

diate and most searching inquiry into the entire working of the Dcpu.rtmeut,· 

I 

I 

1 
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with a view to fix where and how the robheries are committed, and to take 

such steps as will render their repetition practically impossihle.-I have, &c., 

R. CI-I.ATTERTON WlLCOX, Secretary. 

The following art: the enclosures alluded to :-

A.-Copy of letter addressed to the Chamber by Messrs. Cawasjee, Pal

laujec & Co., dated lOth October. 

n.-P<tckets of musters shewiug the manner in which the lost corrcspon

tlence was done up and addressed. 

C.-Copy of letter addt·cssed to the Chamber by ::\fessrs. Gibb, Livings ton 

& Co., dated lOth October. 1{. c. w. 
To Hon. T . SERCO)llll> SmTn, Actiug Colonial Secretary. 

Hougkong, lOth October, 1H98. 

Sir,-We shall be much obligeu if you will kindly lay before the Committee 

of the Chambet• the followi ng facts with regard to cot•rcspondence posted by 

us here for transmission to Bombay and Shanghai, which h:ts never reached 

its destinations, in the hope tJllat your Committee will make snch representa

tions to His Ex:cellcncy the Officer Administeriog the Government as may 

induce llim to appoint a Commis~ion to enquire into the working and manage

ment of the General Post Office, with the view of ascertaining whether suf

ficient ca.re and European supervision is exercised over correspondence after it 

has been received into the Post Office so as to prevent the abstraction of 

covers by employes in the Post Office. 

·we may mention that in each of the undermentioned ca.scs the stamps on 

the covers containing the concspoudcnce, which in each case was u. lm·gc one, 

amounted to between $1 and $3. 

In the following table the date of the posting of each lost co\"er is g iven 

with the name of the addres3Pe and the steamer by which it l:!houlci ha\'C gone 

forward. 

w c m~y say that in each c.1s~ the stamps were affixed to each of the 

missin o· letters in our office and each letter was then placed in a wooden box, 

which ~vas also securely sealed up iu our office, together with a cllit book, then 

.handed to ~• native messenger iu (llll' employment, who was directed to carry 
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the box to the Post Office, and who subsequently retumed to onr office with 

the empty box and the chit book s!iamped with the seal of the General Post 

Office. 

Our chi t books are open for inspection and we will hand them to yon for 

that purpose if requested to do so. 

We t rust that yom· Committee will see their way to impress upon His 

Excellency that this question of the loss of con·espondence is highly important 

to the public at large and that a searching inquiry should be made to ascertain 

if it is possible Ol' probable that om· missing letters were abstracted before the 

mail bags were placed on board the steamers mentioned. 

We have both ourselves and through our solicitors approached the Post

master General direct on the snbject, but we cannot say that th~ restllt of the 

interviews has been to inspire ns with confidenee that there will not be a 

recurrence of losses, r.nd we feat· t.hat no real inquiry will he made in the 

Post Office as to how this correspondence has been lost ·and adequate steps 

takeJL t o prc\·ent its recurrence in the future.-We are, &c., 

CAWA SJEE PAI.LANJEJ.": & Co. 
H. C. Wilcox, E ;:;q ., Secretary, 

Hon,gkong Gen<>rnl Chamher of Commerce. 

Hougkong, lOth October, 1H98. 

Dear Sir,-As the Hongkong Post Office matters haYc already been 

having the att-ention of yom Committee, we heg to acquaint you with the 

following:-

On the lst ultimo, we addressed a cove t· to onr firm in Foochow per 

llaitan and s:-~me was sent into the Post Office on that da te, in the nsnal way, 

in a chit book. The Haitan sailed on the 2nd and in due course we received 

a telegram from om· Foochow firm to the effect that they had not received 

the letter and np Lill date of last arri vals from F oochow same had not reached 

them. 

On receipt of the telegram we notified the P ostmaster General of the fact 

of the non-deliret·y of the ,cover, and asked him to be good eno ngh to institute 

enr1uirics on the matter, and on 24th ult imo we received a notification from 

him that these harl been marle ; but he regrettrd to say without sneer~~ . 

• 
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Tn view Qf the many cornplA.ints made of late with rcgMd to the working 

of the Post Office here, which are no doubt within the knowll)dge of yonr 

Committee, we heg to bring this further instance hefore them, as we Yenture 

to think that the ~urn total constitntes a charge of sufficient gradty Lo war

rant your Committee in asking the novcrnment to institute a searching enf)uiry 

into the working of the Department with a view to having the conduct of the 

postal business here placed on a much more·efficient and S1\tisfactory footing. 

-''re arc, &c., 
Gun:, I,TVINnsTON & Co. 

R C. Wilcox, Esq., Secrelnry, 

Hongkong General Ch~mhcr of Commerce. 

CoLONIAT. SECRJn . .un's On·H;E, 

HoNGlWNG , 21 st. October, 1898. 

Hm, -J n roply to your le ttet· of the 13th instant, inviting attention to the 

working of the G cncml Post Office mulurging the inst itution of n.n immediate 

n.nd mos t. senrc·hing inquiry into the entire working of thn.t Department, I am 

uirectetl to rmnsmit a copy of report by the Postmn.ster Genern.l, und to state 

thnt the OtHcor Adminis tc•·iug the Government. will be g ln.d. to appoint three 

meml•crs of, and nominated hy, the Chamber of Commm·ce, to conduct the 

sugge.o:~te<l inquiry, if, after pernsnl of Mr. THom;os's ,report, s neh n conrse 

i;; cons iclered desinthle. - I h:wo, &c., 

T. SERCOMBE SMITH, 

A ct ing Colonial Secretary. 
R CnATTERTO:\' Wn.cox, E sq., Secretary, 

HO.IWKONG GE!\ERAL CnumER Of' co~mEI!C J•:. 

Report b,1; tlw Postmr1.~ter General. 

This eoHTospondeucc resolv~;; it.sc lf into twn complain t~ re IMt· eor

respondence ~nd a demawl for a Commi)'sion 'of Euqniry. 

A >< regartl s the fin;t c:omplnint hy nn lntlian firm, 1 •m~y s tate that every

thing points to the conclus ion thn.t theil· lcttet·s were nh"tmctetl between the 

t.imo of pMtin)! and obliterating the s tamp. 

At the time their solicitol' called upotl me I explninetl to him thal s nch 

was mos~ probably thr: case aml, if I recollect righ!J~·, I n.ls() iuformed him 

that we hncl tnken ample pl' rcantion 1\)!ninot ~nch ~tf'alin .!!: in futnr<'. 

• 

[ 67 J 

I 
A s l'<'ga.rds the le tter from .Messr:;. Gibb, Lh·iugst.on & Co. r.o Foochow, 

it is pos~ihle that, along with many other~ nh~nt the period of posting, it was 

also s t.olen for t.he s tamps. On the other hand, it may ha '!'e heen los t in onp 

of the mm•y ways 1hat am impossible to cl i~co,·e•· nJHI <'Onseqncntly rannot. he 
guarcle<l ngn.inst. 

A s rognnls the request for nn <mqniry, I mn.y state lhnt n H soon ns it 

was discovered that stmnp-steali~g had become systematic (owing to one 
0 1

• 

more of the Postn.l Hougs 110 doubt being couveuient places for <lispo~al) 
proper prer.aution wa;; taken by stationing, during the time that any 0110 has 

access to tl.n letters,=~ rle tecti1•e, who~e s pecial dnty is to see thn t ~11 stamp>' 

on letters are oblitemted immediately on being- taken out of the clips or from 
the t:~hle nt the wind ow. 

Thi~ is as effective a proven tath·c n,;; can be de \·ised, nnle~s the whole 

work of handling the letters for oblitorn.ting- pn•·poses be taken out of Chiue~r: 
hands, which is uot pmcticnble. 

When the accornmodatiou is improvetl, it will hc(•ome also much eas ie r 
to wateh that no pilfering takes pine!'. 

Hon. Aeting Colouial Secrr.tary. 
1 i /10/ 1898. • 

A. )f. THo~r ,.;ox, 

Postma~ter Geneml. 

Cor.o:->IAT, SECRETARY's On·IcE, 
If ONGKOXG, 2 .'ith OetoLrr, 18!!8. 

S11:,-In routinuation of my letter No. J95i of the 2 1s t in~tnnt, con

cemiug the General Pos t. Office, plen!':e see cnclosNI copiel'< of lwo let.ters 

from Messr~. Ln1tts, \Vegener & Co. to the Pnst.mas tC'r General, awl also 

nopy of a letter fmm Mes)'r:::. lferhert Dent & Co. of Canton, to the P ost:d 
Agent a l: Cantoll. 

Thb Col'l'esporHlenc-J i,; sent with a vie w t.o illustrating tltac portion of 

M:r. Thomsou';; i·eport alreacly iu ynnt· hands which nllucles to t.he many ways 

of lo~iug- letter~ that it is impossil.le t:) discrn·e•· m1d whieh con ~erpu~ntl y 
~'annot he gnardeu ag:tins t by the Pos t;tl Anrhoril.ics.-I haYe, &c. , 

T. !:'ERCOMBE R:\HTH, 
A cting Colouinl Scc·ret.ar.\'· 

R. CnATTERTO~ WILcox, E sq., Secretary . , 
!IoxnKoxc: UF.xf:IUL C u . .uun:n OF Cmnm~trK 
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Jlongkon:r, 12th Oetober, 189R. 

o· u r l to [ 1·1' 11 •• to 1•1) 111• l\t)tl'cc that on the 4th o f thi::; mon th we ..,,r,- n e 10g • ;:. . 
postcu 1\ lette r athlres~etl :·-" :Mr. r •. H:tesloop, care of 1Iessrs. Laur~ :uHl 

Hae,;loop, Swatow," for which ll' e have got the receiver's ~<tamp in onr hook. 

We gneH~ that the let ter was forwardeJ by ~.s. Haimun, but till now Mr. 

ITac~loop is not in the pos~e~~ion of tlw mentiouetl letter. - ' Vc hnve. &c•., 
1 ,.\t' TS, \YI•:c;r.XEI: & Cn. 

The Postmaster G eneral. Hougk ong. 

H011gkoug, 17th Oc tober, 188H. 

Sir,-Bearer, our Portugue~c a;;si ~tant.l1as mi;;i11formed u . .; wheu nus\\'H

ing- our inrtn i1·y whether the le!.tcr which had hccn repor ted f rom Swatow a~ 
missin~ hac! hecu fonral'lh~ t l hy him throngh the Po~t Office. " 'c ha1·e 

receivPtl t.o-<la1• 11otic~e from Swatow ihat the letter ha!; hceu necciw·<i after 

h:w ilw been r:nw-carrieu to Fooehow mHl we therefore luwe to apulogizl' 

1'<11' tl~r 1111 truth tolcl 11s hy onr employe, who ha~ to hn1Hl yon thi~ letter.-

Yon r~. &t·., 

To the Pn~tm a~trr G!'IICI'fll, Hong:koug. 

Ca11ton, 20th Octolwr, l f:l9~. 

D cnr ~i r,- We 11c;_! to atl \·i~e .V'>Il that tl•c letter n•portctl hy ~fp;.:sr~ . 
Gib!., Li 1· i ng~ton &. Co, ol' !Io:tg-kong·. a~ mi~~ing has l>een fmmJ . T he let ter 

l I · 1 ,,,. 11 ,...· nu tlw lOth in~tantnntl wa~ unfortnn:ttPly in q uc>tion wa ~ < 11 y n~r'P I VP< 

rnblaid . 

Apologizing for t he tnmbll' rhn.l we ha 1·c l'nll~d ho t.h to y••ll nu.J th1· 

Hnn!!knll " Pr.><tn.l Otlicials,--"'p :nr , &r., 
' · ·":"' lllm nnn Dr::\"1' & f' o. 

1lr. II. L. ll igg". l'rrst-nt. 

llo:-ir. r\o:o;r. Gn<F.l tAI. C H.D!Til':lt o~· C o)O rEm·r:, 

Hoxc::r-n'XG, !3 rd .lS'ovcmhcr, lf<DR. 

Stn,- f UP;!' to ac'mowlcdge rc.~ei p t or ~·on r letter~ of thP 21st and 

:!.5th ultimo, r.·ntd o~ iug a re:HH'f. hy the Postmaster G·cn eml on the complai nt~ 
fon\·anl c·d in 111y let ter of dH· l ntl t idPm, aml in which ~·on state tl1at lJi.; 

Ex<·ellcn<·,· the Officer Admini~tcring the Government will be ghttl t.o np

poiut thr~fl mcmhcr~ of the Chamber to c·'.mdnet an iuqui ry (;.:houlcl th{, 

('
0 1111

nit.tcc ~t ill think i t neeeos:wy after pern~al of }[r. Thom;;on'~ !'(~port) n" 

to thP working of ll1 <· l 'o~t Ollir·t·. 

I 
\\' h i lsr thaukill!-!' IJ i ~ Exeelle ll< :~· fur I !te uppoi'l llll ity otl't ·recl, r :till 

iustrne ted to reply that t he Committee arc a~ m twh ·~ou 1·incell a>" en:r uf the 

ueee.;;si t.l' for a ,;carehing in ve,;tigaliun in to t he working of t.lw Vcpartmeu t 

iu qucst.iun, hn t they eon:>idcr that it i~ not the pt'twinee of lh i~ Chamber to 

c:oud uct it, aucl t hey re.>pt>etfnll,y .-;ng-ge~l that the l+onmunent are tuore 

e'Jillpuleut to tia d the remedy f•ll' t llC e 1· iis <:omplained n1: and thr: real i ty of 

which i,; so mani!e:::t.--1 haYc, &c., 

LL CHATT.EWl'U~ WlLCUX, Seet\~tary . 
llou. CoL 0.\'1.\L SEC ttt.T.I. l{L 

H oNuJwxu, Jls t Oe tol>er, ltl!J~. 

Su:,-We utJg to endo~e copies uf eurre-;po1denee with the Po;; tm · t~te r 

General iu reference to an i mpUl'ttwt letter whicl1 ll':t~ lJ:>::He<l <>ll the 13!11 

Augu:;t am! aduresscd to 1\Ie~~ r,; . l{ t:Is:; llHo:;., i\buehcster, tu whom it ha~ 

not uee11 delivet·ed. 

\\' e also cuclo~c a m cmomllLlllm from t llC 1'us!UltLSI!:r G ent:ral iu rt:fcr·

eHce tolL lette r per Swwlli fll m·u which wa~ late delivere,l 011 th(! oth July 

last.- \Vc arc, &c., 

KI::ISI:i & Co. 
T he tiecretary, Ho:<GKO~t< CH.UWER OF Co~na;noE . 

H ougkoug, fith J uly, li:WI:i. 

T he accOUllJUli,Yi llg cover per Sanulti 1llarn wn~ only tlcliverc.l at our 

ol:liee this morning a lthough the !lraf t which it aud~c!l \I' ll~ presentf;!d hy the 

Bank ye~tcnlay. The • .,-anuki Jfarn eamc th roug h the Ly-ce-moon Pass 

at about 7 . L) p.m. ou th e 4 th. "Ve ~honlu he obliged for an explanation. 

The l'o~ tmastcl' General, H ougkung. 

Copy No. ·168. 

Rr:Ts,.: & Co. 

Gcneml Po,;t Otlicc, 
H ougkoug, l .'ith O ctober, ll:l91:l . 

t;eutleuteu,-1 beg to aeknowlcdgc receipt of your lcttel' of tlw 14th 

iustmll. regarding a le t. ter addresscu Reis~ ll ro tbcr~, .i\Iaueltcste:·, aut! to 

inform yuu that enquiries a re being nmd<l, the result of which will ue c om 

umn teated to you iu tluc comse.-1 luwc, &c., 

M0ssrs. H e icls & Co., H ongkoug. 

A. :\[. Tn<msox, 
.Postmaster Gcue : :d . 
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lJ u~tiKtiX(; , iLh J uly, 1 89~. 

Gcnt!emcn,-lu reply to your memo. of yesterd1ty I have to exprct~s 

regret at rLc uchty in Jelh·ery of the en clo~cd cover. I t wa\s most probably 

mi:;-:;orted in the fi rst ius t;Lncc.-- 1 am, &c., 
A . . M. TJlO)ISOl\'. 

)lcosr~. Hei:>:; & Co., IIongkong. 

HoNGK ONG, 2ud N ovember, 189~. 

Dr: .\1~ Mn. WILcox, 
Re Post Ofi1ce. 

P lease :\tld a tt.ucLH:d letter fro m Postmaster General to the other cor

respondence on the :;amc subject. - Yours, &c., 
AR~UN HAUPT. 

IIou gkoug, 2nd N o,·ember, 1898. 

Gentlemen,-! have to express my regret at t.llC delay in delivery of the 

attached cover, dne to its having been sent to Amoy by an officer of this 

department.-- I am, &c., 

:Messr:;. Melchers & Co., Ilougkong. · 

A. M. 'l'HO)ISON, 
Postmaster Genernl. 

H EAD QuARTt:.I: On-ICEs, 
HoN<ll<OXG, 3rd l'\ovember, I HU8. 

DEAR Stn,-I forward you the enclosed envelope as a sample of t he 

iucfiicieucv of the postal :;erdco in thi8 Colony. 

The envelope in <pac;;tiou wns mhlre::;seu to me hy a rc,;ident in llong-

1 c l - tl 1 t 'I'lto post marks wi ll show the koug ami poste< ou .-,eptem 1er o , 1 u~ . 

jouruey it made heforo it cYentually reached me on Octob~r ::!8th . 

1 a.lso take th is opport unity of mentioning that a. cheque po;;ted hy 1110 

011 Scptcmhcr 4th last. in favour of n. l:'haughn.i firm never reached its dcsti

mttiou. Thi~ 1 ,;htte after baYing hat\ persoual enquiries made into the 

matter at S hanglnti . 

Wi th re.,.:ml to the first ment ioned ca~e, the 2-ceut Hamp is rtnito 
0 

:mtlicient to indicate the local character uf the letter. 

Trusting this information mny assist you in obtaining a hotter postal 

arrangement in this Colouy,-I nm, &c., 
II. ST .• JOHN K~ HTHT. 

I: . C. \-Vn.cox, Esq ., Secretnry, 
CHAMBElt OF CO)l)lEltCE. 
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CKnt::n A suESTos Oun;:n·.u. A t;J::J\t.:r, Ln ., 

liONGKON<•, 9th November, 1898. 

DEA R 1-:iw,- Euclu:;ed, we Leg to lmud you-

(1.) A CO\'CI' mhlres$ed to liS uy the Geueral P oo l Office here. 

(2.) A cover atldrcssctl l•,r us to i\f r . trE OlWB 1::\ TE\Lu n, Baugkok, and 

returned tu liS by llHtt gcu tlcumu in order to show that he had to pay a fine 

un clcJi,·ery, in cou:;equeuce of tbe cover having arrived without posl.age 

stamps. 

(3.) A <:o\'or add re~sed hy u:; to Mes:;r,;. l-IOL)J£, Ha:-w~::n & Cu., Saga

saki, and retumed to us by the Gcucml P ost Office, markeJ "lh:fused ." As 

will ue seen from the condition of the cnvcrs, marked 2 and ;l, the slitmps, 

affixed by u~, hntl been removecl uotwithst~mding our hnviug ··:nncellc<l these 

witl.t our own s tamp. 

Beggiug that you will bring this matt{)!' to the notice of the l'o~tuH\SICI' 

Gcuemi,-\Ve arc, &c., 

TilE UNITED A::;BE~T0::-5 OIUB~TAL AG.E~CY, LV., 
P er Pro. DouwELL, CAia.JJ.L & Cu., 

A ttTHUI: A:..-rmusox, General Agents. 

H. CnAT1'£UTOx WILCOx, Esq., 
Secretary, 1'lll:: HoNGKO!\G Cu.una;u o~· Co~DrEHCE. 

IloNGKONG, .XovemLer 9th, 1 89~. 

DEAlt Sm,-We enclo::sc you a copy of letter we have arldresscJ to the 

Postmaster Gcnernl1·e mi::;Ln.kes of his department. This is the fourth com

munieation seut uy us to him compluini ug of irrcgulnritic:> ,in cc the 19th 

A ngnst. We eau supply you with copies of the other complaints if you 

wonlrl like to have them.-We are, &r., 

W. G. H UMPHREY/:i & Uo. 
H. C. \VILcux, E sq., 

Secretary, CI-l.UIUEn OF ()Q)!;llEHC E . 

H ougkoug, l'\o,·cmber 8th, lf:l9k. 

Sir,--We I.Jeg Lo call your immediate atteutiou to the follow ing extmct 

from a letter adtl res;;ed to n::; by our friends "Messrs. \V. Gossngll & Sous, Ld., 

Wichc~, Lauca~lt i re, relating to gross carelessHess and geogmphical ignoruuee 

~~~~~--------------------------------------~--~~-~------------------~------------------------~ _I 
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&c .• 111t the pa r t of yout· suhonl i uat~.; . We ;;uall ue )!h~,l of :;onte e~ plnnation 

to ~end to our cotTe:o~po ntlcnt:<, w ho h a n l suffered grea t inconvenience. A s you 

arc aware, this b rho four th cotnmunication we hn1·e scut you relttting to 

po~tnlmi~ take:; :<inec the 19 th .A.ng m;t las t.. 

" With roganl to the irregulariticd in tl1c t.lel h •ery of tli e~e letters, we 

note our endorsement by the P os ta l Antlwr ities that the t ~l' \) lett ers poRtcd 

at Hongkong Oil tlte oOth ,July d <'l t\'Cl'C\1 to n:; on the 26th ~uptcmher were 

111arkeu 'missent to LauttCe~ton , T asutania." W e have not yet reecive!l tho 

Ori<'ina l of vonr le t ter of l !)t.lt Au~ru;;t lnst , nor the acconn t sa le:; the t·ein 
0 • ~ 

rcf~;JTetl t.o. \V c tl"ll~t that you ~~re scmliug n:; copies of uotlt t hese aecoun t 

sale:;."-\rc are, &c., 
W. l~. lJ Gm·uttEY . .; & Co. 

The Hou. A. ~L T bum:;on, l'ostma~tcr General. 

H oxu KOx n, l±th N o1·em ber, U:S9B. 

DE .\1~ :-illt,- A s the rcprescu tati ve he re of my firm, w ho nre memue rs of 

the (;hamber of CommerctJ, 1 sht\ll be g lntl if yonr Committl.'c wil l recons hlcr 

the t!eei sion arri1·etlat by t hem at. the ir last. meet in g h eld 011 the 1s t in:;tant 

(:~ re port of which appe1tretl i u tlte l>aily Press of 9th in~tau t), w ith regard 

to the offer of the Government, n:; coutained in the Actiug C olouinl StJc rc tary'~ 
letters to you of the :Z l:;r ultimo, w appoint a Commissio11 of three memhers 

of auu nominutell hy the (; lw.mlJcr of Commerce to eondnct th e snggested 

cnquir~· iut.o the working of the P ost Office with reference to t he recent 

complaints concerning missing c:wrc:;poudeucc . 

1 wi sh to draw the a ttention 11f the Committee t.o tho fact that t he offer 

made wa'> not coufiuo1l to the appoin tment of three memher,; from a monl!>' t 

tuc Commit tee of the C ham hcr of Commerce bnt th ree from amoug st t.he 

gene ra l body of uw muc r:> (i uc tmling, of course, members of the Committee), 

to be nominated, not by the Committee alouc, bn t b y the mem be rs of th e 

C hamber of Gommerce ge uemlly . 

llaviug regard to the fact that. tll(; shortcomiug::; of the local Po~t Otlicc 

atll:et the pulJlie ge ucmlly and member;; o f the Chamber pa rticn lnrly, the duty 

of the Gommit.tee, on the offer being maJe, Wt\S clearly to ca ll 1\ genem l 

mectin" of t:he member:> of the Chamber aml place such offer hefore them, 
0 

le:wiug it to them to accept o r reject i t . Tbb the Commit tee have not 

attempted to do. 

[ 
- 1) ] (il 

I 
T wish to reconl my prnte~r agai 11.~t the :wtio11 of the Commi ttee n111l 

now request the m to cnll n. meeting of tlte mem ber;: antl ~nl nni t rhe off.•r tu 

the m a nt! n.llow I he matte r to ho 11i ,:cu~sctl. 

I !<hall he glad to recei ve 11. rep ly to th i:> letter "tat.in)! w hat cot11·sc the 

Committ.ee vropose to take . 

1 rcsmTc to my~e l f the r igh t to pnhlish th is le tte r and :t.n y fm·r.her cor

responclence which lllfl,V take place, seciug tha t the prm:eetli ngs or t.]l() 

Gommittre a t theil· mee ting holtl on the lst inst ant ha .,.e been p nblishe•l o.ml 

fnr the t· on t he g round r.hat the snb,i t! (~t i~ not one affecting th(~ Commit tee 

alone bnt the mcmhers of the Cham be r n.ud public geueral ly. - I am, &c., 

G. C. C. :'lf ASTEH . 
H. C H.lTTF.: RTox I;Vrr.• ·ox, E ::!lh ~ecretnry, 

Tn F. H nxnKOXG GBNE&AJ. C nA)lBE R Ok' Co)n n:nct:. 

H ONGK ONG GE.!O :RA L C HA)IBIW OF C OlL\lE I!CE, 

Hox<:KONG, 18 th N ovember, l !:l98 . 

lh: AR ~m,-Your letter of the H th instnut ask ing th f' Committ<·c to 

reconside r rhc tleeh;ion n.nived at hy them ut the ir last mect iug wi th regard 

to the offer of the (~0\·ernment. to appoint n. Com mission of three members of 

the Chamber to C(lntl nc t the sngge.-te:l inq ui ry in to th e working of the Po~t 

Office ha" recei,·eu the ir at tent ion. 

Tn replr, I n.m iu;;tructed to ~ay that, a f ti>r con~illeri ng yon r letf'er, t he.'' 

nd herCI lo t hoi ;· or ig-inal opinion, thnt the G o1·ernmen t nre hest. q ualifi ed to 

l'onu uct an investigat ion in t.o the worki ug of tl te P ostal D epart ment; hut 

they h:~1·e no •lc~ irc to tl e priYe the mentbers of the C bamher of the op

portunity offct·c•l h5· H is E xce lleucy the O fficer A •lruinistel"i ng the Govern 

ment shou ld the mcmhNs t hem~eh·es wi~h to cmlmwe i t. A t the same t ime, 

the Commit tee ol o 1 10~ ~ee that the oc<'ns ion calls for a ,general mcetiug-. as 

t tw YiPII"t-: of rhe memhcr~ cnn ho more readily attained by is!<ne of a l'ircnlnr 

askin~ each member to r ecord his indh-hlual opinion, nml, if in fa ,·our or 

investigation ),~· the Chnmhe r, wbe thet· wil ling to ser ve. [a t he e1·ont. o f 

the rnemhcr~ p roving f:t i'Otll"able to such a r:ourse, the Commit tee w ill t han 

requc~ t. the Go,·erJJmont ro he goo:l c uongh tu re ne w their o·tfcr. 

T his con·o~potH lenl'<~ will he pnhlishc1l , a s n~nal, witlt oth er lct t<> • ·~. -J 

nm, &~ . , 

R. CHAT TERTON WJLCOX , Rc<'retn r:·· 
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H OKIH\:ONG, 18t.h N o,·cmloer, 11:!98. 

Srrr,-\Ve wrote to the P ostmaster Genernl, informing him that whi lst the 

S.S. Gaelic with the A.mcric:tn mn.il n.rrivcu here early on Thursday morning, 

the lOth inst..'tnt, the mail wtts llcli,·e red in Canton only on ~atunlay after

noon, the 12th ir .~tant, ius t.en.tl of Friday morning, 8 a.m. 

'Vc heo- to euclose the Postmnster General's rcply.-\Ve nre, &c., 
"' 

:amLCHERS & Co. 

R. C. 'WILCox, Esq., 
Secretary, IloNGKOXG· GENB!t.\L Cn . .utnER OF Co:\nnmc~:, Hongkong. 

llong kong, 18th Xovernher, I H98. 

Gentlemcn,-1 regret. t.hn t. t hrongh t.he cnrcle~sness of. one of my offh•ers, 

the mnil containing the cnclo;;e:l co \·ers w :Ls not tlespntche·l ro Canton at the 

proper time.-1 mn, &e., 
A. 1L Tnom~oN . 

:Mes . .;rs. l\Ielchers &. Co. 

1-IoxuKox r., 22ntl N o\·eml>er, 1898. 

SlR,-A;; yom Chambe r is intere~letl in the safe con \·e~'llliCC of eorres

pollllent~e thron~lr tho H ongkong Post. Office, I beg leave to hnnd you :111 

envelope which has hcen rctnrnetl to me hy the a thlressce in Euglnntl, show

ing !10w the ~tamp w:ts tlc tn.chc:l hefmr th•? Ho:rgkong po . .;t m:wk w:\s nfli xed. 

1 poste,l thi~ h1ttor m.'' ~::ll', an .l am qnit!l :>r ·o it was pm~terly ;;tnm petl. 

-I am, &c., 
R. F . COBBOLD. 

CoLOXI.\L SEc t:ETARY's On'ICE, 
ll oxG KONn, loth December, 189R. 

Sm,-\Vith reference to previous c'orrc:'pomlencc regarding Ill(\ GrnP-ml 

Post Office, l n.m tlirertell by Hi~ E xeellency the GoYer·nor to acquaint ~'on 

f or the information of the Irongkoug (.;eucrnl Chamuer of Commcrt:e, that 

the Sceret.ary of State wa~ rSC]USst.ctl uy H is Excellency the Officer lately 

Admiuist.eriug the G oYel'llment to a.ppoi11 t. an ex porienrc i officer of the Post 

Offiee in Grc:tt Britain t •) fill the \':~ t~ ttnc.v in the po;;t of A.s~istant Po~lm:\~t er 

Geueml occurring tli i.o month l>y tile retirement on pen~iou of Mr.(.;., STA n·o nu 

.NORTlH~PTF., with n \'ie\\! to secnriug e ffi.c:iency in t he working of t.h r. Hongkong 

Offic~e. 

L i :> J 

I 

Umler these ci rcnins tanees Sir lT EXRY A. Br.AKE does not. see that an,,

fltl vantage will he gaiued by appointing a Committee of I nqnir·y, and instrncti! 

me to state that in the meantime o,·erything that can be clone will he done to 

prevent the recurrence of such irregularities as have been the cause of com

plaint by yonr Qhnmber.-1 have, &e., 

T. SERCOMBB SMITII, Acting Colonial Secretary. 

H. C rrATTET:'I'OX Wrr.cox., E;;q., Secretary, 
TioxGKoxn GF.:\'E JU r. C nA)lBEl: OF Co~DlERCE. 

ITo:><aW~G GENY.!RAI. Cil.OinKI: 0~' co~D!EHC•:. 
IfOXGKONG, 9th ,January, 1899. 

Sm,-1 hog to nckn01dedgc, with apologies for deln.y, receipt. of your 

letter ( No. 2310) of the lOth ultimo, announcing that the Secretary of Stare 

had been req uested hy H is Excellcn cy the Officer lntely Atlministering the 

Government to appoint an expericnc8ll official of the P ost Office in Great 

Bri tain to fill the ncancy in the post of A ssistant Postmaster General occur

ring in DP.cemucr by retirement of i\I r. G . ~hAr'FORD Non.THCOTE ou pension , 

with a view to seeming effi ciency in the work ing of the l-J ongkong P ost 

Offi ce. 

)fy Commit tee I!Otc the annouueement with much sati ~factiou, and arc al~o 

glad to rocei,·c the courtcou~ a ssurance of His Bxecllcucy the Govomor tha t 

meantime evc,rything thn.t can he done will he tlonc to prevent the recur

rence of the irregnlal'it ics to w hich this Chamhcr ha~ from time to time heeu 

eon~ tminetl to cnll at t.cntion.-1 Jra,·e, &c., 

Hon. T. Sm:co~tnE S:lr rTn, 
H. CHATTERTOX WILCO X , Secretary. 

Artiug C'olouial f4.ec.retary. 

J 
R eduction of periocl of Crown Leases. 

IIoxG KONG G Ex t:nAr. CJJA)I BEn OF C(I)D£Jo:RCF., 

fiOXGKOXG, 22nd f:icpt.emher, 1898. 

Sm,-It. baring come to t he knowletlgf> of the CommitteP. of th e Clmm

bor that, the Go 'l'ernment, acting untler instruction~ from the Scerctnry of 

Staf P. for tho Colonic~, hnve rcrlnced the pcrio1l for whil'h the lcnf'CS of C rowu 
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lamls are granted, viz., f rom 999 yonrs to i5 or 99 y ears a t tl~c utmost, the.y 

respectfully hcg to lny their views on this import.aut subJeCt hcforc H1;J 

Excellency the Officer Atlminist ering the Government. 

The C rown lenses in th<' city of Victoria nn1l its snhurus were originally 

gl'"utetl for 7 5 venr;; onlv ; but thi;; short term not proYing sn ti sfn.<:tory, in 
.. • • f 

March, 1849, u pon the recommendat ion of a Committ ee of the H ouse o 

C . t -.· 1 <If 9·) 4. )'C:trs w•ts "'rantc'l to the holders of then ommons, an ex f'll~ lo 1 • ~ • • · o 

· · 1 . . 1 the term fixed nt 999 vettr:> for the fntme, which wa~ exi:;tmg co.sc,. mH • · • • 

nt!hcred to withont except ion until within the last two months . f::e v~rnl lots 

011 
the resumed aren. i 11 Taiping~bn.11 were then sold on a lease of i v year~, 

hut the premium 1Jemamlell hnt! to be retlnce1l to half th e umonnt- w hich coulJ 

hnvc be1,11 oLt.aincd had n longer perio1l Lcen granted. · 

I n Kowloou the C rown lenses h a ,·c with some few e xceptions, viz ., two 

o:· three iulnnJ lot:;, tho Marine lot;; nt T sim·tsa-sbui, :tJHI the property he hl 

by lho Ilongkoug aTill WIH\mpoa D oek Co.-all of which are on n te1~urc of 

999 ycars-\.;e ~n made for n te rm of 7 5 yeat>S, :mtl the same term was g •von to 

the Rnra l Buihling Lots iu the Hill District. The owner,; of all thcs~ lot:!, 

h 11 I to Lel'1evu tha.t the qnc~tion of the fntnrc extenswn of owevcr w ere n owe1 u . ~ • · 

I I . ' . ;' ty with those he!J within the city of Victoria wonltl Le t Hl case to .t p :tu . 
· 1 1 o 111J tllt't in 11 0 cn~e would resnmpt.ion follow on conclnswn of COilSH Cl't..!l , n " , , · ., 

l 1 tl ·. f ··1 too 1norttrn..rcs h•t\'C l•cen etfef:ted which ot,J\Crwise t 1e term. n ~~~ at •. 1, , "' ,.. · • • 

eouhl not hu.,·e !<afcl,v been conclmlc'l. 

The Committee fee l profnuml regret tha.t- so radical a measure n.fl'ccting: 

the tcnnrc of land should ha,·e actually been p ut into operation w irl1 ont eon-

1 • · · · thi -< Colo 11 , · and the,· deplore the tcntlcncy :tt tho 
!'11 tmg :tny optHJOil 111 . • , • • 

ColoHial Office to cmlea ,·onr t{l apply Jcgi:;lation to distanr <lepe ntlencJes of 

the Crown withont sufficient regar11 being h :ul to t he local circnmstanco~. Iu 

the preseu.t case the chaHge so nneercmonionsly introduced ca nnot fn i.l to 

Jm,·e far-reaching conscqncnces, an1l in its working will assuredly ac t dt~as
trously 011 tlw r1;tnrc wcll-t1cing of the Colony. In pro te~ti ng agains t t lH• 

change, the Committee w ish to point out :-

1.-Thc ahalllloumcnt of lo11g !en~•' ~, after grnu ting tlw same for ucnrly 

Jif ty years, will hn \'e the dl'~ct of-

a .-l'lncinf!: all property held 011 999 ~·ears' lease a t a high premium . 

...... 
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b.-Retluc iug the premium 011 sales of Crowu lauds from 50 p:-1· cenl. t<> 

HO per cent. according to localil)' · 

r. -l'roduciug a grea t dec line iu the demand for l'row11 lauds aut! con· 

seqnc11t f:tlling off iu reYenue. 

d.- 1 ucreasing the s tl'iugcucy in the money market. Ly rendering mnuy 

propen ies nou-ucgotinhle us sccmitie~ fo r loan~, any lease having 

loss than six ty year~ to run Lcing rcgardetl us insufficient hy trns tcc:; 

ttn1l corpo rati ou ~ . 

2.-Auothcr result of the change will be thnt the city of Victoria will 

ccatie to expand, as it wil l not p:~y to erect substantial builtliugs such as 

hanks, hotels, mercan t ile ulticcs, &c., ou leasehold ground h~ld for a short 

term. lt will prove more remnuemtiYe to p urchase ex isting bniltliugs, pull 

them down and re-erect, ecouomisiug the area by iucrcasing the nltitnt!e, the 

effect being to ngg m ntt.c cougestion an1l intensi fy the risk of fi re. 

3.-TlJC prospect wh ich hitherto scemctl so favonmiJl e of this Colony 

attracting various new imlwstries to its s hores m ust dis!>ipate into thiu air, 

as it is quite out of the qnes tiou to s uppose tlm t capitalists w ill lay down 

expensive plan t and rear mns~ivc Lni!Jing s with no better tenure for thei r 

property than a 7 5 year~' lc:tSc . 

4. -l.andeil property i11 H ougkoug ha.~, ever since the ex tension of the 

Crow11 lease~ to 999 yem·$, Lecu the favourite form of i lti'Cstmcut with the 

Chiuesc and large sumJ>; of money arc nnuually ~cut f rom Canton to be invest

et! he1·c. The Chiuesc regard tho 999 years' lease as pract-ically f reehold, :md 

hence fee l a coutit!cnco in Lhc security th<Lt they repose in no other in,·est

mcnt. It would surely IJe most untlesiraule to di.sturh time confidence or to 

~ tay tlut t iutlux of en.pi tnl into a Colony where, owiug to the instahility of 

exchange, this medium i~ so painfully res tricted. 

5.- Untlcr thi,; new <'iys tcm, r ents which a rc alrca1ly ,·cry high a nd press 

ha rdly on :t large section of the community, wi ll incvit:thly be largely in

creased, nntl t he pres:~ure will he felt t he moro severely by lnmlowners, coming 

as i t will immcLiiately after the heavy outlay~ recently ont~iled on ~anitary 

improvements. W hat is of even gt·cu.ter importance, however, is the check 

it will in fallibly impose on the outgrow th of the <:ity. 

.I 
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u.-Tha.t t:l.tct:k will cxLctlll wurc or l e::s~ tl.trungh tbe whole fabr ic o[ the 

Colony',- prosperity, allll will s peedily make itself felt ou the revenue. ln 

attempting thus to provide for the benefit of posteTi~y, shall we not be risk

iug the growth of the lcgucy it is J.csigne(l te bequeath ? 

Trustiug that Ilis Excellency the Officer Adminbtering the Gon:rnmcut 

will without loss of time be so gooJ as to mnkc kuown the views of tho 

Chamber 011 thi~ momcutons qne~tion to the Hight Honourable the Secrct.ary 

of State for the Colonic:;,-I lawe, &c., 

R. CIU.TTERTON WILCOX, Secretary. 

Hon. T. S Ew.;O)!la: SmTll, Al'ling Colonitd ~c~:retary. 

COLONIAL S~::cnET.ua··::; Ornc1::, 

HoX Gli:OXl>, lOth Oct.obcr, 1898. 

~11~,-I am directoJ. to ackuowlcJge the receipt of your let.ter of the 

22ml nlt.imo, relative to the re•luction of the term of years for which Crown 

leases tire granted, and to inform you that a copy of it wa::; :>eut to Dowuiug 

Street by the French mail of the 8th instnut.-I have, &c., 

T. SEHCO:YIBE KMITH, Acting Colonial ::iccre tury. 

The Secretary , C.:nAllBJ:: tt Ok' CI))D!ERCE. 

CoLo:-:ur. S~-:cur:T.Ut Y's OFFI CE, 

Ho~GIW:SG, 18th J nnnary, 1M9!). 

~m -\Yitll reference to HIY letter 1:\o. 1~79 of the lOth Oetoher la~t, 1 
' . 

am directed to inform you that, n.fter dnc cousidcratiou of the views expressed 

uy yon on the snl>jcct, the Secrt•tnr.' ' of Statu for the Colonies adheres to ltis 

,iecision th::t.t Le:\~cs shall iu futnrc be rc..Inccd from 999 years to iJ yea rs or 

a t the lougesl 99 years. 

Terms will be cmbodictl iu future lease;:; that. lease:; will be renewed to 

the original L essee or the A~~iguce in possc~sion at the t ime of the expiry of 

the lease upon such au mlvn11Ce in Crown reut as is jns tilicd by the then 

vain~ of Iautl and without tlne for a further periotl of i .5 or 99 years, and th:\L 

in the event of the land heing resumed by the GoYernmeut for public pur

poses compcnsaticfll will be giveu.-I !awe, &c., 

T. SERCO~IBE S MITH, Aeting Colonial ~ecretnry. 

The Sccrewry, CllA~lBEP. or Co)l:\!Et:CE. 

h ... 
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Storm War:qings. 

HoxGKOXG GENERAL C.:n AJIBI:: t: OF ColDII·:n<.a:, 

HoNnKOl'IG, 17 th J une, 189H. 

Stn,-Tho outbreak of hostili ties between Spain and the Unircd ~tatcs 

lmvi ng led to :t snspcnsiou of teleg raphic comm unication b<;twceu this port 

nJHl Luzou, it is much to be fea red tha.t m the coming typhoon sea~ on t he 

lo~s of the u~nal typhoon warnings tclogmphcd hither will be sorely felt. 

The timely warnings of t he appwacb of had weather furnish('Ll by the 

Manila Observatory proved of the greatest scn·icc here in past s ummers, 

a ffon liug as the.'· tlid valuable data for t he K owloon Oh;crvator_v to work 

upou, :uul enabling it to issue not ices to tho ~hipping populntion of comiug 

::;tonns. These notices wore of signal ,·nine to masters of vessels clcurin•r for 
0 

ot.her port.:> aud t.o the native boat population, who were thereby ahle to 

secure shelter before the arrival of stormy weather. 

I am ins tructed by my Committee to suggest, for the cousidcmtion of 

t he Government, in the absence of regular telegraphic eommunh:ntiou with 

Bolinao, "that anungemeuts migh t he t:naJ.c wi th the J apanese authorities in 

Forn~osa for the supply of weather telegrams from South Cape Li~hthonsc. 

The iuformation could hnl'llly, perhaps, be reganled a~ C!Jll i valent to the 

:Mu nib iu telligence, but it ha~ lung been consitlcrcd as a most tlesimblc ~up· 

plement to it.-1 lmvc, &c., 

R. C HATTEH.TON WILCOX, Secretary. 
lion. T . S.t:RCO)lB~: s~llTH, Acting Colonial Secretary, ,. 

CoLOXIAL l::iECI:ETAm·\; o~'FICE, 

H oNOKOXG, 2l:; t ,J une, 1R9!:i. 

~u:,-In reply to your letter of the lith instant, 1 a111 directed to appri;:;e 

you that the uw.tlers to whid.t it rd:HC:5 had a lre:.uly engaged the at.tcution uf 

the G oYcrnmcut, which is in eommunicat ion w ith the GoYcrumeut of J,a.buau 

an<l with the Con~ul for :Fr:.tltcc rc~pccti ,·cly, regarding the transmi~~ion of 

meteorological observation ~; from Labnan, a11Ll two of the following ~tntious, 

viz., Tourou, Cupe Vurella, Quinhon, allll Cnpe P mlaran. 

2.-Thc Dircetor of the Obser vatory reports tbut l::iou tb Cape L igh t

house, Formosn, was destroyed hy the Chiuese before leaving the Island, that 

the cable bctwecu T tunsni nnd F oochow has been cut, that all observatiou of I i 

1 
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wind atmo.;pheric pressure, and tempemture malic in Formosa. can reach 

' I • • 
Hongkong only via .Japan, and that such ob~en·ations may l:iometnne8 a.rrtve 

here too late to be of auy service.-! h1wc, &c. 
T. SERCO:\fBE SMITH, A cting Colonial Secretary. 

R. CHATTEUT0::-1 WrLcox, E sq., 
l:iecrctary, HosGKO:-iG GENEIUL CHA)lBEP. OF CmnrERC£. 

IloNGKOXG GENERAL Cu.urmm OF Coll~IERCE, 
HoNGKONG, 4th July, l t{98. 

~m,-I heg to acknowledge receipt of your ue:>patch (Xo. lOill) of the 

:21st ultimo, itt which, replying to the Chamber's letter of the 17th idem, you 

I t ·t 1 · et 111.,ttet·ll"" .. 11·e"rly ena:wed the attention of the Govern-state t 1a 1 ~ sn >Je ~ ... , •• .. o o 

ment which was then in communication with the Lalm:m Government and 

the ~rench Consul respectively regarLliug the transmission of meteorological 

obscnations from I.ahuau aud two stations on the coast of Annam, bnt that, 

in consequence of the destruction of ~outh Cape Light.h.ouse :tnc.l the e~ttting 
of the cable between Formosn. anc.l Foochow·, ob~enatiOns from that Island 

could only reach Hongkong viU. J nprm, a nu too late to be of service. 

:My Committee learn with much satisfaction that the matter is receiving 

the careful attent.ion of the Government.-! ha\·c, &c., 
R. CHATTEH.TON WILCOX, Secretary. 

Hon. T. SEUCO:UBE Sl1ITLI, Acting Colonial Secretary. 

L 
Proposed Western Harbour of Refuge. 

IIoxGKONG, 3n1 September, 1898. 

DE.\R SIR,-1 should be ohiiged .Ly your bringing the following :;ugg~s-
. tl t" of tile ChamlH~r with the view, thn.t if it concur~, of placmg tiOn to 1e no .tee · ' , 

the matter officially before the Government. 

The sugges tion 1 have to offer is the cons truction of a We~tern Harbour 

of Hefuge for su1all craft. 

I tlll.11 k, be evide tlt to all, but I would The want of such a refuge must, 

like to point out what appears to me to Le some of the chief reasons. 

The present refuge at Causeway Bay is far too small to necommoc.late 

anything like the number of small craft using the harbour. 

' 

" 
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The greater portion of it has become so siltet! np that it is 1lry at low 

water an I therefore available for only very shallow <lmft hoat~. 

This refuge lies to windward in all bau weather experienced in the har

bour and therefore can only be reached either by the boa ts leaving on the 

firs t signs of bad weather or by being towed by launches. 

The refuge I propose would be formed by constructing a breakwater aren. 

from Sln.ughter H ouse P oint of say 400 yards long. 

This would form n refuge of about 80 acres, or con;;idernhly larger th an 

the one at Causeway Bn.y. 

The whole of this nron. is deep water and would be availa.b le 11t all s t.nteR 

of the tide for crnft. of considerable draft, the a verage depth being about 4 

fathoms. 

T he refuge would I>P to leeward, so that boats knowing t hey ltnd th i ~ 

refuge to make for cou ld e.ontinne work at ships to a much later t ime an1l 

often on fnlse alarm s would not reqnire to stop work a t all, whe!·cby mnch 

loss of time in the loading an(\ discharging of vessels would be ;::wed. 

They won),\ not require nny towing to reach this refuge. I t wonld Le 

s itu:t tcd much nearer the bulk of the shipping tlmn Cause\vay Bay. 

I am confident such n ref uge woulcl materially assist in the work of the 

harbour (lnriug the typhoon Reason, and also be t he mean~ of sa ving many 

boats aiHI perhaps li res from being lost in bad weather. 

I estimate the approximflte cos t at $ 100,000. I sha ll be pleased to 

ntteml any meeting of the Chamber or to show an;· members interested the 

plnns.- 1 have, &c., 
R. K. LEIG H . 

R. CnATTEHTOX Wn.cox, E:;q., 
Secre tar;·, 1-IONGKONH CHAMBER m' CoMMF.RCE. 

HoxGKONG GENERA L Cn .. umER OF Cmr Mr:ncE, 

1-Io~wu:oxo, 7t h Septem be1·, 1898. 

Sm,~I beg to ack nowledge receipt of your lettet· of th e 3nl i nst:;nt, 

and am directed to say that t.he suggestion therein contained is receiYiug the 

attention of the Committee.-! have, &c., 

H. K. LF.IGli, E!'q. 
R. CHATTERTON WILCOX, Sec:·ctary. 

...... 
~~~~~ ~-~~--------------------~------------------------1 
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Hox1;K(JSG GEXERAL Cn.uun:n oF Co:\OIERCE, 

IIoxGKONG, 15th ~eptember, 1898. 

Sm,-A suggestion has been 11111Je to the Committee of this Chamber 

for the formation of n Harbour of Refuge west of the Slaughter H onsc for 

the accommodation of small ernft <lnrin~ the snmmer gnlc~. 

The present refuge behind the Brenkwatcr in Causeway B~y is .gradna.lly 

silting- 1lp, nntl c\·en now barely affonl~ necessary uccommodattoi~ !or. uat~\·e 
craft.~ It i~ sitnate<l at the extreme en~t of the barbonr, from wl11ch thrcctwn 

the prevailing storms come, anti must either be sought. at the earliest stage of 

threatening wcn.thcr or the boats using it mnst be towed hy steam-launch, an 

ttgcu..:y both co~tly an<l nnccrtain. 

A rcfurre sitnate<l west wonld, 011 the other haml, be accessible in almost 

nnv wcathc~ by vessels under sail, and they eou!U defer Reeking it to :~ ln ler 

pe;·iorl than t i1e exi~ting refngo, thns sa\· ing loss of t ime. tu:tl iucom·enienc.e 

to thernse!l·ca al!ll the shipping generally. Its closer proxun1ty to the centte 

of the ha.rbonr, where the work of transhipment and landing i:> mainly carried 

ou, would neee:<sarily prove a great conveuicnce. 

Mt·. R. K. L EIGII, C. E., who has made the above suggestion, is of opinio,n 

th:tt a refngc co111tl he formed hy constructing a hro:~kwatcr arm f~·om ~ lan~h· 
ter Ho~tse P oin t ahont 400 yards in length, which would, he es t.tmates, gtve 

. c .01ue 0 ·1crhty acre;; with deep water throughout, or con;::i<lcrably 
!',\I at e:t OL '> 0 

larger than tltat now in nsc at, Causeway Bay . 

The Committee are strongly of opinion that this suggc:>tion merits care-

' I t ' tl e 11101·e so since th<' Hcftwe at. Cansewas Bar, already fnl <:onst, em 10n, 1 · · o .. • 

limile<l in area, will soon be entirely inadequate rnr the purpose, and they 

therefore commend the ~chemc to the fayom·able atten tion of t.he Govern-

mcnt.-1 h:we, &f'., 
U. Cl-IATTEI~TO~ WILCOX, Seerett~t·y . 

IJon. T. RrmcmrBE SmT!l, Acting Colonial Secretary. 

CoLONIAL SF.cnETAnY's 0FHc~:, 
Ho:-<GKOXG, 2211ll Oet.ober, 1898. 

Sm - I a m 1Jircd·c<l r,1 acl,nowle<lge the receipt of yonr le-tter of the 
' · · · . II· ·l · f R f l<>e wc~t of the l.)th nltimo, rcgartllllg the ftJrmntiOll of a .u >Oill o e l o 

Sln.iwhter llon~e fOI' t.hc accommodation of small craft. tlari n~?: the snmmcr 
C> 

gulc~ . 
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The subject hns bad cnrefnl consideration, but before coming to any 

decision in the matte1· it wonld be useful to know how a breakwater of 400 

yards in length would fnrnish a deep water refuge of some RO ncres ; how 

t he expense of such an Ullllertaking is propo~ed to be defrayed ; whether the 

shipping community would consent to the imposition of harbour or other 

tines to cover the cost of the refuge ; and whether the position of adjacent 

Marine Lot Holders in connection with the project. has been considered.-! 

have, &c·., 
T. SEIWOMRE SMITH, Acting Colonial Secretarx. 

R. CHATTERTON Wn.cox, Esq., 

Secretary, HoNGIWNO GENI-lRAL CHA)IIIER OF Co~mERC E . 

HoNGKONn, 2n<l November, 1898. 

:-:;IR,-1 am tlirectc<l by the Committee to hand you tt copy of the reply 

of the Government to the Chamber's letter of the lOth September en tlorsing 

your suggestion for the constmction of a We~tern H nrbonr of R efuge for 

small craft. Yon will oh~e1·ve that the Government quc~ tion the nccnrncy of 

your estimate as to the a~reage of deep watct· in the aren. b ehintl t he sng· 

gestetl loreakwnter. 

It wouhl probably facilitate the object in view if yon wet·e to supply a 

sketch plan of the proposetl harbour of refuge, which would affot·d the GO\·
ernment the information t hey tlesire.-1 am, &c., 

R. K. Lf;IG H, Esq., C.E. 
R. CHATTERTON WILCOX, Sccretar.'·· 

llo:smwxn, 8th November, 189R. 

DF.AU Sm,-In reply to your J<.,tter of 2nd iostnnt giYing ~o,·er to copy 

of n lettilr from the Colonial Hecrctary thttetl 22nd October, I forwmd )'Oil 

herewith a chart of the harbour on which I ha,·c shown the propo.,;e,l Westem 

Breakw:tter, colouring in 1·cl the arcn. which in my opiuion thi~ l•rca!(W:J.tcr 

wonltl Jll'Otcct; allll in snppot·t of that opinion I eaa only say that during a 

residcnee of Hl venrs t.here hn.~ not been a sinzle ."'alo from a <lir.Jction that 
• '" n 

small craft would not. h:tve lli!Cn qui~n saf1· in t hi:< nre:~ with Hn rdt a hrc:tk-

water.-Yours , &e., 
R K. LEIG II. 

R. CHATTERTO:oo Wn,cox, E~CJ·· 
Sec1·etary, Ho:>wKONG C'nurnr,n OF Co)DTF.P.CE. 
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H oxm;:oNG CH.urmm OF Co)D!EUCF., 

Ilo~GKOXU, 9th N o,·ember, 18HR. 

Sm,-I beg to acknowledge receipt of your letter (No. 1962) of the 

22ntl ultimo, regarding the propose<l formation of a Harbour of Uefuge for 

small craft we&t of the Slaughter House, and in which the Government. pro-

pound seYernl questions to this Chamber. 

J n reply, I am in~tructetl to st~tte :--

1.-The question as to how a breakwater 400 yanls in length conl<l 

furnish a. deep wn.ter refuge of some eighty acres has been referred to :Mr· 

LEIGH, a copy of whose reply is Ofipcntled herewith, together with a chart 

having the respectiYe deep water m·cn.s at Cn.nsewn.y B~ty and iusid<' the pro

po~e<l hrr n.kwn.ter at Slaughter Hou»e Point coloured in reil. 

2.- Thc Committee are of opinioa thnt the cost of this Refuge should 

ho paid for out of the general revenue of the Co~ony . The work would be 

primarily for the benefit of Chinese boat-people, and shnnld come out of the 

taxa><, to whieh the Chinese population lnrgely contribute. The Comm•ttce 

wonltl strongly deprecate any proposal to prodtle the fund s by the imposition 

of n.ny special tax on shipping, ~·hich, as a threatcne•l renewal of the nttempt 

to de><troy t he free!lom of the port, they conlcl only rcganl as a retrogrn<le 

mo,·ement, cnlcula.te•l to prove iujnrions t.o the interests of the Colony. 

:>.-With rcgarcl to the influence the formation of this Refuge might 

have on the property of t he adjacent 1brine L otholders the Committee have 

not ma.•le ttny special inqniries, hnt they see no rcn!'\OII t.o anticipate objection 

on the part. of the lot-ho\,ler.s, whose propert.y wonhl not, they think, be 

:i<l versely affeclecl by it"! erection. This i~. however, rather a matter for the 

Governmeut to consi<ler mltl nscert·tin, since, if the work h e undertaken, it 

wonltl be carrie.l ont under their sup:.Jriutendence.-I have, &c., 
H. CHATTERTON WILCOX. Secretary. 

lion. T. ~l·: ncomn: S m TH, .Act i n~ Coloni~tl Rerretary. 

Coi.o:o;JAJ, SECRETARY's On·ICE, 
Ho~GKONG, l st December, 1898. 

Sm,-With reference to yonr letter of the 9th No,·embcr last, an<l to 

previous correspondence on the snbjeet of the construction of a harbour of 

refuge west of the Slaugh ter Hon!!'e, I am directed t.n ncqunint. you for t.he 

l [ 
0 . J i!);) 

L 

information of your Chamber tl.mt His Excell, . h G . . enc,v t e ovemur regrets that 
owmg to the he:wy expenditure which the work would t'tt voi''C I . 1 I ' f ' ', IC IS llll fl) C 

or the present to recommend to the Secretarv of ~tote "o. tl C I . I • " ! ' I te 0 OIILC:l t mt 
~uch ILU undert:~kiug should uc eutcreJ upon.-I have, &c., 

T. SEHCOMBE Si.\HTH, Acting Colouial ~ccreta.r v. 
R. CHATl'lmTON \VJLCox, E.sq., • 

Secretary, HoNGKOSG GENJm.\L Cu,DJHEI{ oF Co)DIJ::lWE. 

Penny Postage. 

CoLOXIAL HEc ltETAnr's On·rcE 
Ho:-;-GKONG, 28th October, 1 ~98. 

Sm,-1 ~m directed to tmm;mit for the cousidemtion of the Chamber of 

Commerce a Circular from the Secre tMy of St·tte fOI' th' c· 1 . . . . '- ' C 0 OIIJCS COVCI'lll" 

the report of the Duke of (\orfolk Oil the result of the Cot f . I> " ,· 
11

• • . 1 e1 encc 011 o:; ta"C 
"1t 111 t lw Bnttsh Empire. 

0 

. :"'- ~opy of a. report hy the local Postmaster General on the proposed 

change tn the letter po.;tage tLnd parcel postage rates is also eucloseJ. 

Th e Officer Adm inistering the Governmcut will Le rrl: J ·r , . Cl 1 ... 
'I I k' 11 · . ·'=' 

1 
I j 0111 tamuel 

Wl "Ill\ J O' l VO it · C ·]' ·t ' . , o " m teo attentwu to the docnmeuts ~eut herein and favour 

Hrs Excellency with an expressiou of opinion ~~s to how far atl<l in what 

manner the contemplate] rcdnction of rate:; will affect thi. C I I l •- ' · ~ o ony.- tave , 
ooc., 

~1'. ~ERC?MllE HMITH, A cting Colonial S ecretary. 

H. CHATTERTON W ILcox, hsq., 
1:iecrct.ary, I-IosGKONG G I,;NERAL CH .L\IBlCtt Ot•' Co3na:ncE. 

, H on. Acting Colonial Socretary,-The cost of tmnsit of each lettct· to 
Eucrlmal )),, the .Fn.rl't ·! 'I · · o • • 0 s tmat JUSt now IS ae·lrlv 10 cc t· Jf h ' • n s . t c mte were 
rctlucetl to 4 ceuts ( ecpti mleut to 1 d. ) tlte total Ios~ to the C I . . · · o ouv 111 :r;ostao·o 
as estuuntcd by the London Office would be !i:'Jl 000 • o ..,_ ' · But it must he 
understood th.~t tlw London fi.rnrc::! arc based on old t· t' . .• . o s ,\ toties, and thut our 
corrcspoudence here luts increased more thnn 25 IJer c t I 
1 

en • over ast year, 80 

t tat the tollll loss to revenue would approach $30,000. 
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2.--\ gain, a le tter seut from any B ritish l'o~t ufficc iu Chiua. or from 

the Imperial Ch ine~e Post Otlicc with Ilon~kong stamps thereoa would ueur 

only n 4-cent stamp, whereas the Colony would lmve to pay almost 10 cents 

for its tmn:<it , thn~ pmctienlly giving a bonuty to a ll non-colou ial res idents 

iu the Chine~e Empire who cOtTeHpond with Englnud. 

3.-A <listinction wonlll buYr. to be made agai nst letters nrrh·iug from 

China, ami if ld. letters from the Agcucics, which arc virtually ImperiaL! 

P ost Offices, ba alloweJ , the Imperial Government should nt the very least 

make up t o thi;; Government tbe lo;;s t.hey incur by transmitting the cor

r espondence of residents in a foreign country. 

-!.-Examining the question as to who in the Colony would derive 

benefit from the proposed change I luwc uo hesiw.tion in saying tlna.t were 

tbe deficit in re\•enue m!l.uc np hy increased taxation, which it appe:\ rs f rom 

the E sf.imates would be necessary, it would mean taxiug the Chinese and 

I ndian population for the benefit of the European firms. 

5.-Lenving out the Straits Settlements, the uulk of Chiuetic null I ndiu.u 

correspondence is sent to A ustralia, Netherlands Indie~, J apan, C:umdu, 

U .S.A., and India, none of which come under the scheme, wherell~ ou t.bo 

other hand (leaving out China, which is common to all) Europenn finn s 

prolmbly semi n great portion of their conespoutlence to Engluud. 

6.-The benefit to he deri ved would therefore be almost exclusively 

confined to Europen.ns, who form themselves into three classe;;, viz.:-

( l.) T uose at lcar;t comp:~mtively well-to-do. 

(2.) Soldiers mtd sailors, &r.. 

(3.) Poor Europeans. 

The firs t is perfectly well uule 11ml willing to pay the present ra tes, and the 

second have tbc pri,·ilege of sending letters at 2 cents, or ~d., alrencly. 

i.-The last class (beachcomber) is not one to encoumge in the matter 

of writing home, as I shonhl say nearly nil their correspondence wouhl con

sist in t t·yiug to obtaiu mouey 011 more or less false pretences from their 

relatives. 
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~.-Engl ish residents here, too, require 110 ind ucement to keop up a 

couucction wit-h home, ns it i~ IJI.titc the extmonlinary exception to 1iud oue 

who has the intentiou of st:byiug after retirement anywhere uu t iu the u uited 

K ingdom. 

9.-I fail to sec nuy ndnblltnge from an Imperial point of view us regards 

this· Colony, but if it is still considereJ uy the Imperial Authorities tbnt there 

is some advantage 1 do uot see why they should not make up the loss to the 

Colony, which ab~ol utely tloo:t not participate. 

10,-The ten-cent rate, too, for a long time j n~ t :t.I.JOnt paid the expunses 

of the Geneml Post Qfficc, and as this year there is a large increase of 

revenue, with eorrct'pomling bnsine::ss, it is the intentiou of the GoYtm unent 

to devote t\ portiou of the increase to much neetl c<l improvements. 

11.--If the rate is reduced there will be some difficulty iu fn tnt·c in 

obtaining more fundi! for tbe Office in case they urc requiretl. 

12.--I therefore suggest the follow ing modification, viz. :--That letters 

may be sent at 4c. per~ oz. ouce a fortn ight per Eng lish mail, via Gi!Jt·alt1u·. 

I have no donut an additional agreement with the P . & 0. l:i. N. Co . could 

be entered into to provide for this . 

13 .--Ou the othea· lmnd, if the Imperial Govemrnent i n~ i:; t :; on the 

seheme, let it remit n port ion of the cou tri!Jution which this Colouy at pru

seut pays towa1\ls the loss 011 the English mail ~nb~idy . 

14.--- l may a lso add thnt the new mte woul<l be nwkwnr<l with our 

stamps on the decimal system, nllll that u numuer of mistttke;; might !Jc ex

pected. 

1.5.- -:::iome of t.hc n.IJO\' c ol!jcct-ions :tl:;o apply to the pt·oposnl re parcels, 

which if adopted wonltl mema a loss of $4,000 more per a.nuum. 

A. l\I . T HO)tsox, P o,;tnms tcr Goueral. 

Ho~GIWNG GEN[,;R AJ, CHA)l.IHW OF C o )D!EHCE, 

H o NGKOlW, 3nl Novem!Jcr, 1898. 

Sm,-1 beg len.,·e t.o ackuowledgc receipt of your despatch (l'o. 2,00i ) 

of the 28th ult imo transmitt ing for the consitlcmtion of this Chamber n cir

cular from the Secretary of Stnt-c for the Colonies co \·eriug the repl:lt't of th e: 
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Duke of Norfolk on the rtHmlt of the Confereucc on Po~t.age widtin tht 

British Empire, together wit.h n memorandum by the local P ostmaster Gene

ral ou the contemplated changes in postal rates, ami r.equestiug an expression 

of opinion thereon. 

I am directell by the Committee to point ont th<~t, n,.; t he Secretary of 

State has already announced that h e has ttgrect.l on the penny mte for Hong

kong among other Crown Colonies, the matt.er i~ practica lly re moved from 

the donmiu of discns:;iou. If, however, the Commit.tee are mistaken in this 

:mpposition, and the question is still open to argument, they are o[ opiniou 

that tlte Pos lmal:!ter Genernl i:> bes t qualifictl to give an opinion allll that t.he 

remarks in his memorawlnm seem to supply the information required. 

The ci renhw tle:;pnieh of the S ecre tary of Sh\t.e auJ the report of the 

Duke of Nm·folk are returned herewith as reque:;ted.--1 haw, &c., 

R. C HATTERTO:N WILC OX, Seeretary. 

Hon. T. SEnCo'llllE SmTH, Actiug Colonial Secretary. 

Quarantine. 

Cou~ctptent on the action uf the Go,·cnmtent of the ~tr:drs Scttlomcuts 

i 11 declariug Ilougkoug au infected port awl imposiug nine tlays' qu:uantine, 

conuting froru date of departiug, 0 11 vo:ssels aniviug iu Singnpore from 

Ilongkong with C hine8e pas~engers, the followiug telegmm w a,;, 011 the 12th 

~I:uch, despatched to the Siugaporc ChamLcr of Commerce:-

"Chaiunnu, Cbamher ,,r Conuncrcc, ~iugapore-Hougkoug Chamhcr 

•· strongly protest against quarantine Iloug koug. Plague merely spomdic, cases 

"decreasing. Heqncst your Chamber urge Gon•mmeuL reseiwi.- ·Chairmau." 

Ou rhe c ,·euiug of tlte 1 Hh M nrch tho snujoiuctl wi re ,,·a::; received 111 

re ply :-

"Chairma u, Clmmuer uf Cou111wrcu, Ilougkong-l::liugaput~c Chamber 

" regrets cannot t:tkc responsibility inte rfere in so gmve matter tt.s port health 

·• prcc:ulliou:> wh it·h G-ovcnuuent affirms fully jus lilicti.-Chairumu." 
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Ho~\I:Koxo GENEHAI. Cu.omF.R m· Cmn n:ncr.:, 
H ONG KONG, l 5th M m·ch, 1~91:l. 

DEAR S m,-Ou the 12th iustnnt, in cousequenee of the receipt of iufor

mation to the effect. that the Government of the Strait;, Settlements hnd 

tleclared Hongkoug n.n infellte:l pot·t a nti that nine days' qnnmntine, countin~ 

from the d:tto of llepartnre, has ueen imposetl npon vessels anivin" nt. Sin<>'a-
"' t> 

pore from this Colony, th e follo wing telegra.m was despat·r.hed t.o yon :-

"Chairman, C hamhor of Commerce, Singapore-Hongkong Chnmher 

strongly protest ugainst quarantine Hongkong. P lague merely 

:<porad ic:, cnses tlerrea!'ing. Heq nest. yolll' Chamber nrge GO\·ern -. 

mcnt. rescintl." 

}!.v Committee heing of opinion t.bat the Go,'ernment of the Straits 

Settlements have acted in t his mnfter upon :1. miscono:eption of the facts. 

Bnbouic pla~nc is not a nd hn!< not ueen tbis year epidemic in tho Colony, ns 

will he seen by the following figures taken from the ret.nrn issued hy the 

Sanitary Uom·tl showing the numbers of cases anti of tlenths reporte11 from 

the ht .1 an nary la.st to t.he en•l of ln~t week :-

Week ended. Cases. 

l ~t January .... . .... ... ... . .. nil 

8th , ............ . ..... 2 

}.5th ., .... ... .. .. . , ..••• nil 

22utl , .................. 2 

29th 
" 

.................. 2 

5th F ebrnn1·y . .............. ;j 

12th 

19th 

26th 

, 
., 
, 

........ .... ...... 5 

. ......... . ....... 9 

. ... ........ ...... 46 

5th March ............ ..... 22 

12th , .. ..... .... .. . . ... 16 

Deaths. 
• nil 

1 

nil 

2 

4 

3 

5 

{i 

42 

17 

12 

or a t{)t.al of 109 cn~e!< nn•l 92 dcn.t.hs. The period Juring which the case!! 

rose t.o 4fi wa~ t he week when t he mumal Rttce~ were held, on which occa

sion t.here was a lnrge influx of visitors from China, who are helieYetl to hnv(l 

brnught the disease witl.t them. Since then it is noticeable how mpidly the 

nnmher of Cll-!:!1~ has delll ined, and it is reasonable to expect with in :1 very 

shott time the.v will hr<1ome n. negleagable qunnt.ity. 

] 
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'fi 1 · I · n Chnmher to tnke }1: 1• Committee therefore felt jn>~t l 18L 111 ns ;:mg ~·o r . 

up t.he. 1p1estion, nntl, in the li~ht of the :tbol'e ~net;;, to nrge. the S~rmts 
GO\'ernment to rem')vo the qnn.mnti ne decln.re:l aga.ms t vesse!H w1th Cbmese 

· · from Hotwkorw which not only causes delay to t.he passenger!; arrt VIII)! " ...,, • 

aenernl tr:ulE> lm t. hn~ n tendency to cli ,·Nt the n!tti l't! passenge1· tmffic m to 
0 

other than the ~tcc ustome1l channels. 

1 have now to thank yon for yom· reply to my t.clcgm.m, which n.rrh:ed 

last night.. The t1mom· of tlmL mcs;:ngc was regardetl hy my Committee wtth 

I - t t 11t tJ1ev tr1t•t. ) 'Olll' Government will soon see good rfmson to mnc I l'CO'l'C , I · • ,, ' 

modifr t~eit· opinion :v; to the dn.UJ{Cr of infel'tiou, an1l will withrlmw the 

quara:1tine now enforced.-! am, &c., 
R. :M. GRAY, Chnirmn.n. 

The Chainn:l.ll, Sr!\'GA POR•: Cn .UIP.F.R OF co~nn:ucE. 

lTONOKON<l G~:NERAI, CHAMBKR OF CmmF.RCE, 

Ho~GKONG, 17th March, 11:198. 

!:im,-1 Juwc the honour to fonvartl herewith, for the information of His 

Excellency the Acting Go1·ernor, copy of a letter :u\,\ros~etl to thi.s Chnm·h~r 
by the principal shipping firm s ant! agenc ies in this Colony , protcs twg agnmst 

tl. t' of' tilt' Government. of the Strait~ Settlements iu tloelaring Hong-. 1e ae ton · · · I 
kmw an infe1~ tC'•l port alltl impos ing nin e tlays' qnarn.ntine, eonntiug from t to 

0 

tlat.e of tlepartnrc, on vessel~ nrri1·i ng at Siugnpore thence. 

This Chamber fully endorse the prote~t against the action of the Singa

pore Authorities, whieh is 11n11·arrant.cd hy the sporadic character of the out

break, nnd the fact thnt. t.he eMc;; are J el'lining. My Committee tt~us t. that 

His Excellency the A cting Gon~rnor will vigorous!.• prote~t 1\g:unst rhe 

t. t L"111 .. npo1·c of rosortinrr to restrictive mcnsnros n.gains t t.his port 
prac tee a " o" 0 • • • • • 

before :l.nY t·t>n.l necessity ariRes, hy tli soa~e hccommg epalcnuc, to the scrwns 

tlet rimon; of trade antl loss to the J>hipping interests.-! have, &c., 

R. CHATTERTO N WILCOX, Secretary. 

Jlon. ,T. H. Sn:w.un L ot:KHART, Colonial SPcretnry. 

Hongkon.z. 1-Hh :\larch, 1898. 

Dear Sir,-On the 11th inst.nnt it. was mmo:mce•l in tuo local pres:1 

tlmt "An offi l'ial t elegmm has hoen receive>! from Singapore stating thnt. 

Hongkon)!: has heen cl~claru 1 :111 infec tctl p~rt a!Hl t.hnl ni111' thy ~' q uarantine 
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counting from the date of depa1·ture has been imposed upon Yessels arril'ing 

at Singapore from H ongkong." P rivate tclogmms receil'etl from Singapore, 

since this announcement was made, explain that vessels not carry ing Chine:~e 

passengers will he admittetl to pratique if the med ical inspec tion held, on 

arri Yal, is satisfactory. 

That the S tra its Government should take proper precau tions to sa fe

guard Singapore from :o visitntion of the plague is only reasonable and right , 

and, providetl the preventive measnres a tlc>pted were fully jns ti fie1l, it will b.c 

readily :toknowletlgetl th :tt in the t•estrictions they :trc e nforcing to p rotect 

the port a. very Jn.ndable tle~ire is m:tnifestod to minim ise the incon \'en ieoces 

aud loss causetl t.o shipping and traLlc genemlly as much a;; possible. 

We would, however, point out that the plague as i t ex ists in th is Colony 

at the present moment is mere!~· «poradic m11l bas cer tainly not re:tchctl IL 

s t.age to just ify t.he tleci:sion of the Straits Go1·ornment in dec la ring H ong 

kong an infected port.. In support of this contention wo now beg to enclose 

an officia l re tnm of the number of cases rocortlctl from the commencement of 

the year to t he I l th instant, the date on which the te legraphic: uotincntion 

was received. From t his return it will be seen that t he tota l numLer of cases 

to that tlate amounted to I Oi, say, an a\·emge o f 1.521 pet· d iem. If t h is 

total is oompnretl to the Chine$e population of lTongkong. which , accord ing 

to the Censns taken las t ye~tr, is, appt·oximntely, 2 ·10,000, the propor tion is 

infiuitesimal ; in fact, it is not u ntil we :umlpe t he Heturn that we ca n c\'en 

hnz:tnl a conjectnre as to the reason which tlecitletl the S traits Govcm ment 

to adopt such n strong measure n.s to impose qnn.rautino on arri \·al from this 
por t . 

Accord ing to the Jletnm the tot~LI number of case.> up to the 12th 

February amounted to only 16. F or the week ending l9t.h F ebruary 9 cnses 

were recorded, then for the week ending 26th F ebruary the total j nmpetl to 

46, and it may be assumed it WM on account of this increase t hat the S traits 

Go''ernment became alarme:l. The reason, however, for this sudden aug

mentation is not fa t· to seek. The Races occnr retl dnring the . week in 

question, when it will he re membet·ell that nntBually large numbers of Chinese 

poured into the Colony from Canton. D m ing the ensuing week tho number 

of ca.!le;;; tlec liuetl to 22, ancl ~inr.c then tlu~re has been :t fnrthcr t!cc :·e:~~c. 

] 
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There i:s, w e feel nssurell, good reason fo r the hope, in view of th e re

forms which have been effcc t.etl iu the sn.nitn.ry 11rmugerneuts and regnlat.ions, 

that Hougkon~ fo r the future may hnYe ILH immunit.y from ph~gne in epidemic 

form, bnt it i" to be feared that sporntlie ca8es will coutiune to occur at this 

season of tbc ,vcnr, fo r nt lenst some time to come, and the question nrises 

w hether the infliction of qnam.nt.inc on arrivnb from the Colony is to he of 

:u111nnl reeurrenee ? 

l~ uder th e~e circumstances 11·e wonld, therefore, a!:<k th e Committee of 

the C hnmuer of Commerce to represent to His E xcellency tho Acting GoY

ernor the imp0rtauce, a s 11 m!ttter of p 1·inciple, of protesting vigorously against 

nuy qua rantine restrictions heing imposeil at Singnporc 0 11 arriYn)s from this 

Colony now ami hereaft-er, unless, of course, there sl10nltl he ample reason 

for it, and nl~o to reqne~t the Chn.mbet· nt Singapore to <'o-opemte with them 

in mging on the Governor of t.he l:itrnits Rettlem ents the desirability of 

removing the lj nn mnt ine. 

H owe\"<'1' much eon~idern.tion may lte ~h O\\'ll in formula ting tptarnntine 

regula tions, they mn,;t neec~~nrily injure the intl't'ests of t.his Colony and 

intt•t·fet·e with shipping: the fnct that pn8scngers are tlehn.netl from tnkiug 

natil'e ~crva11t ;: \\'ith thent i,.:, in it~e l f, n. I'E't'Y ~crion~ iHcOn \' enicncc to fam il ies 

w lto :we tmve llin,!!, hn t the rcn l mischief i ~ in the fnct tlmt ot.her port,.:, lilul

ing the ttcn.re;: t llrit hdt Colony eon.~ itler~ it Hecos;;nt·y to impose qnarn.tttine 

on urrind,; f rom Hong kong , will unt.nrn lly follow the example set them, and 

:n·c not unlike ly to enforce re~tt·iction ~ fnr more onerous nntl tl ctrimeu tal to 

t t'::ttiC'. 

In the face of tlte facts set forth n.l.Jo,·e, we hanlly ~ec how the Htra it 8 

Goverumen t can ren.sonn.bly persis t. in this present action.--W e nre, &c., 

H. A. HITCHI E 

Superintendent, l'. & 0. ~ . K . Co . 

G. Dl·: CIIA)ll'EA (.;X 

Agent, :\'1. M. 

:Mn.cHEn5 & Co. 

Agents, X or1ltlent:scher Lloyd. 

D uTn:RFI EI. D & RwmE 

A,!!C'IIt,:, 0 . ~. S. C'o., C. X. C., S. 0 . S. S. Co. 
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IJAYIIJ ~A ;;Soox, :-:ios:; & CO. 

BHADLEY & Co. 

Agents, :-:ihnn I.i ne. 

S1 EJrssEx & Co.

U o i .LJDAl') \V l SE & Co. 

.AmmoLD, KArwJ; rw & eo. 
Y. 1::\Ii!GAKI 

Ageut, N ippon Y nseu K ai shn. 

CARLowr-rz & Co. 

SAxorm, WIEL~o:n ~ eo. 
Agent:;, Austrian Lloyus . 

Gwn, LI\'INGSTON & eo. 
Ageut:;, Ben Line of ~teamer:; . 

1JOVWE I, L1 C.\HLJI.L & Co. 

General .Ageuts, Northe rn P acifi c ~ . Co. 

Agtmt::;, M ogul n.nll \\'armck Lines 1:-iteamer. 

S n EW.\N, To~m: s & Co. 

A g euts, China and Manila ::;. ::;. Co., Limited. 

Shire L ine, New York Line. 

JAIWINE, MATHEsox & eo. 

, ., P.S.--Si.nce tl~ c !!.hove le tter was written a t elegmm from 1::\ingapore 

ba:s heeu pnbh:>hed m t he liongkong D ailg Press stn.tin cr that tl e Ch· b 
f C "' 1 .un e r 

o ommerce t here doe!> not favour the re moval of qnnmut.ine against anivnls 

f:·om H ougkong . I t i>', however, probable that t.he Comm it.tee of the 

Chamuer had not sufficient data to euablc th em to J' t~tl "'e the p 't' . h I . . o o.;;t ton l'lg t v, 
:tiHI. I.t I S to I.Je hoped Oll receipt of the actual fac ts they w ill recons ider th~ir 
dectswn. 

R. Chnttertou Wilcox, .Esth ::>ecretary, 

IIong kong C h:unber of Commerce. 

No. 434. 
COLONIAL ISECRETA L{Y' s On' I CF ., 

H ONGKON<.;, 22ud :March, Hl98. 
Sm,-I mu directed to k J ·' b - . ne now euge t e receipt of y our letter of the 

1 'th tus tant forwarding a let ter adut·esseu to the Ch· 1. £ C 
th .· . . . amuer 0 ommerce uy 

e pttnclpa.l sbtppmg firms a.nd ngencies in t-his Colony · 
protcstwg agains t • 

~~======~--------~--------~~~----------------------------1 
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the action of r.hc Govemment of the !:itrait.s l:;ettlcment:s in tleclnriug Hong

kong an infected port atHl imposing nine days' quarantine on vessels arriving 

from Hongkong including the durntion of the voyage. 

In reply, I am to s tate that Hi;; Excellency the Officer Aumiuistering 

the Government ha~ alre!~tly u~ed hi:> best ctlllea.voul's to induce the Govern

ment of the Stmits Settlements to modify the restrict.ious imposed, anu pointeJ. 

out the serio11:> lo;;s to trade and the shipping interest:; involved therein, anJ. 

I enclose for the information of the Chamber a copy of a telegram which has 

b een receivetl from that· Govemment iu reply to those representations. 

I also forwar<l a copy of telegraphic correspondence which has passed

between the Governments of Hongkoug and the St.mits Settlements on the 

subject of tl1e exemption of native nurses aceompanying Europemt families 

to England. 

I am to add that His Excellency the Officer Administering the Govern

ment has nlso addressed the Secretary of Rtate for the Colonies in the matler. 

-I lwse, &c., 
'1'. SERCOMBE SMITH, Acting Colonial Secretary. 

The ::lccretary, CHA)IHim OF CommRcE. 

Copy. TELEGRAM. 

From tlw Colonial S'ecretar,IJ, Singapore, to tlte 

Flon,qkon,q. 

Colon ial Secretary, 

"12th March, Ill9S. 

''Governor much regrets inability to comply with your sngge~t ion ; 
crowtletl population here tmJ constant immigrat.iotl in great number~, lowe:;t 

class Chinese, remler extreme caution imperative; quarantine will be worked 

with every consiJ.eration n.nd removed directly yon h:we beet1 c le:1.r for pre-

scribed time." 

Copy. TEL!WRA~I. 

F1·om the Colonial Secretary, Ilonyk01~g, to tl•e Colonial Secretary, 
Singapm·e. 

"l41h }larch, 1898. 

"Especially request grant pet·mission to Chinese female nurses accom

pany Europeans bringing home families without preventing ship getting 

pratique telegrnph rf:'ply." 
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Copy. TELJ:GRA)I. 

From the Colonial Sec1·etary, Singapore, to the Colonial Secretary, 

!long/tong. 

"14th :March, 1898. 
"Referring to your tcle0trmm of 14th l\larch cannot guarantee any 

exemption. Health Officer has absolute discretion." 

CHAMBER OF Coli~n:JtcE, 

SINHAl'OUE, 17th March, 1898 . 

DEA'R Sm,--1 have to ackuowletlgc receipt of your telegraphic meti:s:we 

of the 12th instant :- - "' 

'' Hongkong Chamber strongly protest against quarantine H ongkong. 

Plague merely spora~lic, cases decreasing. Request your Cham

ber urge Government resciud.--Chairtnan ." 

2.-The Committee of this Ch:tmber met at once and gave their serious 

consideration to t his matter, our Govemment having fnmished them with all 

the telegraphic correspondence which had taken plaee between the Goveru

ments of Hongkoug and the Straits Settlements on this subject, and also a 

communication from the British Consul in Batavia notifying that the Goveru

mcnt there had qnamntined 1-Iotwkorw 0 .,.. 

'' Tl C . <>.-- 1e ommtttee felt that, anxious as they a rc to give t heir assi~ tancc 

tu removing any obstacle to the trade be tween Il ongkong mul ~ingavore, 

they coul.tl not take the responsibility of interfer ing in t.he way suggested by 

you--or m any other way--with the precautions deemctl uecm•sary ]),, th is 

Government in their ende:n-ours to keep snch ~~ terrible disease fr~m our 

doors. 

•!.--This Goverumcnt hu:; already informed the H ougkoug Govenunent 

that the Quarantine Regulat ions will Le worked "with even· considemtion 

and removed directly your port has been clear for the preserib~cl t ime," and I 

sincerely trust that. the health of Hongkong will shortly Le ;;ueh that the 

present restrictions to the passenger traffic and trade between the two ports 

may be soon altogether removed. 
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.).- T he telegram Lksp<Ltchell by me in reply to your~ was a~ follow s :-

" Singapore Chao1ber regrets cannot take respons ibil ity interfe re in i;o 

grave matter n :; Port H ealth precautions which GoYemmeuL 

:diirm fully j us t.ifi cd .-Clminnan." 
I mu, &c., 

C. STRINGER, Clutirumu. 

The Clminuan, IloNUKONG GENEltAL CllAllllER o~· Co mrEHCE, Hongkong. 

Cn.DmElt OF Co)IMERCE, 
SISGAl'ORI·:, 2Hth March, l 89t! . 

DEA U Sm,-1 lune to :wkuowletlge the receipt of letter of 15th iu;;t:tut 

from your Chairmau ou the subject of the quarantine recuutly impo::mll by 

the S tmits Govcmmeut U[JOil vest~els :uriving at Singapore from your Colony . 

The lett.er has rccei vcll the attention of my Committee.--I am, &c., 

ALEX. J. GUNN, Secretary. 

R. CHATT ERTON WrLCI>X, E sq., 
Secretary, ll o~GKOXU GENERAl. CHA)!BER 01' co~un:RCE, Hongkong. 

lloNGKONG GENEIUL CHHJBEI~ o~· Co)m~:ttcl-: , 
JlONG KOXG, 14th July, 1898. 

Sw,--1 nm 1lirecte1l by my Committee to respectfully sngge:;t, for the 

consideration of His Excellency the Officer Administering the Government, 

that, now tile plague has pmctic:Lily ceaaed to exist in this port., clean bills of 

health should he gr:intet!. In 1 he e \·cnt of H is Excellency accepting this 

SUO""est.ion mv Comllliltcc t rus t tlmt the Governme nt will ad vise the Strai ts 
0'=' ' J 

Settlements Government Ly t-elegraph of tlte fact.--1 ha ve, &c., 

1L CHA TTERTON W ILCOX, Secretary. 

H on. T . l:i£RCOMBI:: ::imTn, A1:ting Colonial Secretary. 

No. 1220. 
CoLO:SIAJ. SEcRET AUY's 0 FFICI::, 

llmWKOXG, 16th July, 1898. 

SIR,- -In reply to your letter of the 14th in~tant, I nm d irected to s tate 
that His E xcellency the Officer Administering the Government has a lready 

unt.lwrise<l the issue of clenu Bills of H ealth to vess<Jl,; clearing from t his 

Colouy, anll thn.t the Govemmeut of the Straits Settlements has been so 

informed by letter.-1 haYe, &c., 

T . SERCOMBE SMITH, Acting Colonial Secretary. 

The Secretn.ry, CHAMJ3ER o~· Co~nu:ncE. 

] . 

.... 
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Letters were a lso rcceh·ed from the GoYcrnment, tlntc1l 21 st., 23rd, 29th 

March, and l st April annonucing the imposition of qnnra.utine on vessels 

arriving from Hougkoug n.t S aigou , ports of Indo-China, S hanghai and por ts 

of Egypt. 

On the 12th April en~losing copy of let ter from t he llritish Consul

General at Bangkok :-"Bubonic plague all vessclR from H ongkong shall 

call at K oh Phae a nd complete nine dn .. vs from tlate of sailing before recciviug 

prntiqne." 

From the Government (tlatc,l 14th Ap1·iland 4th and .5 th M1Ly) announ

cing t he imposition of <ptnrantine agains t \'essels anivin(J" from H ono+on.r o o" o • 

Cant.on, a.ml MactlO at Rnngoon nnll Calcut.tu, with enclosure,;. 

On the 31 f:t. ~lay, enclosing copy of despatch from G o1•ernment of Ben

gal, st:ttiug tlmt the Y enice Sanitary Convention Regulations wonl1l Le 

enforced ng:~iu ~t arrim ls from J c1lda.h only, a tul also enpy of rules for quam n

tine for th<: port of Chittagoug. 

On the 20th June, trn.nsmitl.in~ extract from proclamation by the Go1·~ 

ernor of K iaochnn for the enforcemen t of qnamntine regulation» at that port. 

On the 28th J nue, t.mnsmitting copy of further letter from the G ov

ernment of Bengtd refening to nltemtion in qnamn tine regulation ~ nt Chit

tngon.!!. 

On the i'th ,J nly , tmn, mitting copy of telegram from H.B.M.'s Consul at 

Saigon announcing suhs titntiou of medica.! inspection rot· quaran tine at that 

port. 

On the 8th ,Jnly, forwnrding copy of lettct· from Fren~h Con~nl statina 

that the <lecroe by the Govcrnor-Gcneml of I mlo-China 1leclarin"" H on(J"kon: h ,., ,.., 

tn he nn infec ted port had been cnncclle\l. . 

On the 2n·.l .Tnly, t.rnu ~mitting copy of n f urther letter ft·om the n enD"al 

Government with enclosnres ~ taring that inst.rnctionR hat! been gi1·cn to :n
rorcc <[Ltnrn.ntine aga in5t 1·cssels nrrivi ng from Amoy athl S wl\tow. 

On t he 18th Angnst, informing Chamber of receipt of n telegram from 

the Straits Government. to t.be effect thnt quarantine against Honakon(J" hnd 
" 0 

hcen with.! 1·awn . 

] 
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On the 11th Augnsr, enclosing copy of a notiticntion issued by Bnrmnh 

Government respecting the enforcement in Bnrmese ports of quarantine 

nguin~t tu-rivul~ from Amoy nn<l Swnto"'. 

On the 24th Angn~t, informing Chamber that a telegram had been receivetl 

from India. stating tha.t quarantine rcgnl:ttions against Hongkong, Canton, 

l\lncao, and Swatow had heen withdrawn. 

On the 31st Angns t, enclosing copy of quara ntine regnlntions at Ba.ngkok 

issne<l hy H.B.M.'s Consul-General. 

On the 12th September, annonncing withdrawal of quarantine regulations 

at T ... ahumt and X orth Borneo. 

On the 20th September, a.nnouncing withtlrnwal of qnarantine restrictions 

at Bangkok against Sw:ttow, &c. 

On the 21 ~t September, announcing withllrn.wal of qnnrnntine hy Indian 

Govemment a~aiust Hongkong, Macao, Cn.nton and Swatow. 

On the 22nd September, announoing witbllmwal of qua rantine in Bur

mese ports against South Chin:t })Orts. 

On the 20th October, trnnsmitLing notice hy Governor of Kiaochan of 

wit.hdrn.\\•nl of the quarantine regulntions issued on 31s t May. 

0 
Medical Inspection of Passengers by River Steamers. 

HoNGKONG, 20th April, 1898. 

l>EAH Sm,- Refcrriug to the recent Sanitary Boarll regulations in regard 

to the medical examination of all passengen; arriving here from Canton and 

:Mar.ao, which have been enforced from the 11 th inshmt, we wonhl be g latl if 

yonr Chamher will a scertain from the Government whether any cases of 

plague have been discovere'.! in om· steamcrti, and, should none have occnrred, 

whethe r they can see their way to modify the regulations, which cnnse great 

inconl·ctliencc to the tmvelling public.-We a re , &c., 
BUTTERFIELD & SWIRE, 

Agents, China Navigation (;o., Limitell. 
T. ARNOLD, Secretory, 

The Hongkong, Cnnton, :md :Macao Steamboat C o., I...imitcd. 

n. CHATn;RTON WILCOX, E sq., 
Secretary, THE HoxGKONG CHAliBF.R OF Co)DIEP.CJo; . 
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H oNGKONG G ENEUAI, CHA~rBER OF Co~nmncE, 
H oNGKONG, 22nd April, 1898. 

Sm,-The great inconven ience to which the travelling public are sub

jected in consC'fttence of the en forcement on the ri l'er steamboats rnnnin" 

between this port, i\Iacao, an,! Canton, of the meuical cxmninn.tion of n~ 
passengers, has been brough~ tu the notice of this Chamber. 

My Committee nnucrs land that s ince• thi~ examination was instituted on 

the l lth instant, a t the suggestion of the Sanitary Board, only one case of 

plag-ue has been discovered on an:· of the stea mers, and that case at the com-

, mencement of the enfot·eement of these regulations. If this Le the fact, they 

would respectfully suggest tlmt the deten tion of the steamers fot· an CX}ttn ina

t ion whieh is appare!ttly pract ically r'csul tless migh t either he discontinued 

or that some modifi l'atiou of the r::JgnhttionR might be made thttt would render 

the examination less inconvenient to the S teamhoat Companies an(! their 

constituents.-! have, &c., 

H. CHATTERTON WILCOX, Secretary . 
Hon. T. SErtCOllBE Smnr, Acting Colonittl Secretary. 

Coi.oxrAr. SECRETARY'~ OJ.·r··r c :a:, 

H oxGKONG, 2nd May, 1898. 

Sm,-T am tlirected to acknowledge the receipt of your letter of the 
9•7 I It' I . l ~-Ill n tmo re nt tve to t te enforcement of medical cxttmination of passeng ers 

on board t he river steamboats running Let.wecn t his port, Mnca o, and Cant.011 , 

and t o st.nte that the re present,1tion of t he Chamber of Commerce in the 

matt er is receiving consideration.- ! have, &c., 

T. SERCOMBE S~HTH, Acting Colonial Sec t·etnn' . 
T he Secretary , C rLDm~:n Of CO)I:U F. llCE. . • 

H o NGKONG GENERAJ, Cnurm:n o~· Colnm HCE, 
HoNGK ONG, i th May, 1898 . 

Sm,-"Y ith refer .en cc to the medical inspection of passengers on hoard 

~he river stcam!Joats, I no te t hat at yesterday's meeting of the Sanit:u y Board 

rt was rJsolved to raeommcn<l that the in~ pection should take place after the 

,·cssel came alongsille the wharf inst call of, as at present, at the qnarnntine 

anchorage. 

It has been pointed out to the C lmmbcr t hat, except perhaps in t he case 

of the da.;· boats, thiR arrangement con],] not work mul wonlrl he no improve-

1 
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ment ·on the existing sy!item. With tl1e night boats arri\'ing nt midnight the 

only way, if t he vessel went. alongside, to keep t.he passengers on board would 

be to close up the ship, wbinb step could not fail, in the hot weather now 

'I' t se much c::nfferina and possiblv to lend to serious di:;t.urhance. prev:u mg, o can . .. ., . 

~1:v Committee wonhl therefore re~pectfully urge npou the Government 

the dis~ontinuauee of the iu~pcction, which, owing to the superficial mauner in 

which it is neces8arily carl'iccl ont., eau he of little real ntlue, while imposing 

o-rent trouble nnd inconvenience on the Steamboat Companies.-! have , &c., .., 
H. CHATTER.TON WILCOX, Secretary. 

Hon. T. ~h:ncmmB SmTI·r, Acting Colonial Secretary. 

Cor.oxur. SF.CI~BTARY's OFFICE, 
HOXGKO!\n , 13t.h i\fay, 189H. 

Sm,-t lul\·e the honour to acknowletlge the receipt of your letter of the 

ith instant in which you refer to n. re~olution of the Sanitary Board recom

mending that the medical inspection of river s teamers sh.ou l.d tnke plac~ at 

the :;Leamers' whan·e:<, ancl in whieh yon fnrthet· not only m•l1cate the obJeC

tions to such an nrmngement bnt !tl"o urge the cliscontinuance of medical 

inspection. 

In reJliY I nm directe•l to state that His Excellency the Otlic~r Atlmi-
.' b 

ni!ltering the Government, appreciating the objection;; mentioned hy you, as 

been unable to accept the modifica tion recommended hy the Sanitary Bo:ml. 

His Exrc\lencv, howen'r, feels obligetl to atlopt t he opinion of tlu'l offi· 

cial Government e:p~rts ns to the hest method of safeguarding the health 

of the Colonv, unu is therefore nno.ble at present to o.cceuc to your request 

that the medi.cn.l inspcct.ion ~honld he abolishetl.-I have, &c., 

T . SER.CO:\·lBE SMITH, Acting Colonial Secretary. 

The Secretary, H o:-<GKOXn G•·:xErtAT. CHA)fBER OF CO)L\IFRCE. 

No. 1089. Cor.mn .u , SECRETARY's On'ICE, 
HoxGKOXG, 29th June, 1898. 

SIR - -I have tlte honour to inform yon that Medical Inspection of 

steamers', &e., nniving from Co.nton, W hampott and Macno will be disconti

nued on aml after 3nl July next.--! hn\.·e, &c., 

T. SERCO:\IBE SMITH, Acting Colonial Secretary. 

H. CHATTErtTOX Wn.cox, Esq., 
RecrPI:try, HoxmwNr. GF.\'F.RAT. CnA)JfiEn OF Co,nmnr:J-:. 

...... 
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IloNutwxu G EXImAL CHA:UJ.a:r: o~· Co)l.\ti>ItCE, 

HoxoKONu, 2nd July, 1898. 

Sw,--1 oeg to ackuowledgc rec~!ip t of your letter of the 29th ultimo 

(No. 1089)·iufonning this Cimml>er that l\icdical Iuspct!l.ion of steamers, &c., 

arriving from Canton, Wlmmpoa, and Mac:to will he liiscontinueJ on and 
after the 3nl instant. 

:My Committee note the tmuoutlCement with satisfaction.-! have, &c., 

R. OHATTEHTON WIT-COX, Secretary . 
lion. T. ::\ElteO)lJIE l:)mTu, Acting Colonial Sceretary. 

Exporters and the Shipping Conference. 

HONGKOXG, uth May , 18!-18. 

DJo:Att tli R,-We the untlet·s igued :ohippers herewith hog ltmve to draw the 

attention oi yonr Committee to a matter which repen.tedly on previou::s occa

sions has created great dissatisfaction, and has also caused losses to exporters. 

There being n fresh cause for complaint at present we beg to submit 

that the matter is of :>nffieient importance to call for the attention of your 
Committee. 

A s you will oe aw:we, houu:nvurtl freight:o arc regulated by t-he "Con

ference," the mauagement of whose affa.it·s i:>, we understand, carrietl on at 

home. This Conference bus from time to time altered the mtes, the tcudency 

in the las t year bciug to mise them. 

Now it is not auy mlnmcc in rates that wo are objecting against, but 

wb;tt we do object :~gninst, and what we conshler as seriou;;ly haudicnpping 

those firm s which are interested in tbo ex port tratlc , is the sndclen way in 

which these alterations arc forced upon shippers without any predou.:; warn

ing, ami that as a rule they come in force within a few ,lays after having 

been uotificd. 

Moreover, very often the steamship agents do uot e\·cn con~iJer it neces

sary to inform thcit· constituents thnt changes h:tvc taken Ol' will take place. 

\ 

.I 
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This, we beg to si1bmit, i;; o. r ery arbitro.ry proceeding, and venture to 

think that the shipper:> by a nti supporters of the Conference steamers arc 

justly entitled to be treated with more con:sidemtion in the Wtty of hcing 

notified of intended dmnges, and by enforcing same after a reasonable time 

only, say, at the very leas t, one or two month~. 

The :u·gumcnt put fort.h by sbippinr; agents that exporters may protect 

thcm~elvcs by bookiug forward does uot hold gootl. Owing to the un

certainty of the d:ttcs of depn.rturc of the steamer:> and of delivery of the 

produce on the pnrt of the native seller, it is nearly always very diffi cult, if 

not impossible, for the expor ter to hind himself for months ahead to a certain 

steamer or a certain line even. 

Moreover, there are certain (l.rticles like soy, crackers , essen t ial oils, 

camphor, &c., which many steamers ref use to take at all or which the steamer 

agents will decide upon only n few days before the steamer nrri vcs iu port. 

Trusting that your Conm1ittee will share our view of this question ant! 

decide to take st.eps to improve the present s tate of affairs,-'\Ye arc, &c., 

REu TER, BnocKEI.YANX & Co. 

p. pro. H. W. Rt:l!CK £tt 

HARLlNG, BuscmiA.NN & 11ENZELL 

LurGENS, EINSDIANN & C o. 

p. pro. BnADLEY & Co. 
F. Sm:TH 

CHINA Exl'OHT & lm•ORT & BA!'\K Co. 

P· PAUL STAVE 

p. pro. \V)r. MEYERI)IK & Co. 
H. F. l\h:YERINK 

F £ IW. BoRNEMANN 

P· c. PLATE 

GnossYANN & Co. 

LAUT S, WEGENEit & Co. 

R. C. WILcox, Esq., Secretary, liONGKONG CHAMBim OF C u :\Dn: ItCE. 

HoNGKONG GENERAL CHA)IBEit OF CoYliEUCE, 

1IONGKONG1 13th May, 1R98. 

DEAR t;ms,-I bog to ncknowJc,[gc re..:oipt of your le ttct of the 6th 

instant calling attentiou to the smldeu changes in the rates of freight mnlle 

by the Shippiug Coufe:·ence, antl the want of adequate nGtice to exporter:;, 

[ 103 ] 

p 

whereby the latter have ueeu pui t O both inCOllYenieUCC and )OS5, aut) askino· 
• 0 

the Commtttee to take s teps 10 effect a n improYemen t in th is comlition of 

affi1irs . 

I am iustruc ted to sta te , iu rep ly , tha t while my Committee sympathise 

with the exporters nmlcr the circums tances as ntl vi sed, ihcv do not feel 

justified in taking up the ques tion, which is really a matter IJe t;veen shippers 

awl :shipowuel'H . T hey would, howeYer, suggest a uni ted representation on 

the subj ect by the expor ters to the <Jonference setting forth the inconvenie1wc 

entailed upon them by the ln.ck of sufficient notice of change in arrangemen ts, 

which cannot fai l to receive fair consit!cm tion.-I am, &c., 

H. CHATTERTO~ WILCOX , Secretary. 

To :Messrs. H.tWTBR, ll tWCKELYA NX & Co., 

,, IJ.ut LIXG, BusCHYANx & MEN ZKLL, 

,, 
" 
" 
" 

LuTG J::xs , EINoTJIANN & Co., 
BRADLEY & Co., 
Wlr. M EYEtnNK & Co. , 
G RossMANN & Co., 
L.\.uT.;, \VEGEN ER & Co., 

Tnt> C mNA brl'OttT & ExPORT & BAxK C o., 
~fr. FEIW. BOlt SE)IAN X. 

Q 
The Western Australian International Mining and 

Industrial Exhibition. 

C o o LGAIW JE, WESTERN .Au.;Ttur.u, 

J une 18th, 1898. 
DEAR Sm,-I am directed hy t he Commissioners of the \Vcstcru Ans· 

tndian International 1lining and Industrial Exhibition to notify to you-

( I) Tl1at it has been decided to hold an Exhibition in Cool<>arditJ the 
0 ' 

principal City of the Goldfields of \\"es ter n Australia, in :March, 1 ~99. 

(2) That the Goverument of Western A ustralia has been plensetl to 

recognise the nndertal~1g, ttntl that it has subs tan tially supported it by uomnt-
• 0 

111g to the Commissioners 15 ac t·cs of lanu in IL central position as well as 

subsiLiising it uy a libeml vote of money. 
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(3) Iu :llltlitiou to the Go\·e•·nmcnt sub;;itly, the Town Council has sub

scribed liberally in order to as~ist in the erection of the pcrru:tncat main hni!J 

ing which will remain as n S chool of Mines aml :Museum . 

(4) Besides the main buildiug well devised and roomy annexes of wood 

and iron are bei~g erected to receive the exhibits. 

( 5) The whole of the huiluiugs h:we been declare• I a Go,•ernment 

bonded warehou;;e whcreiu exhibits will be recch,.cJ free from Cnstoms dnt.y. 

The Govcrm~cnt lw.vc also gmuteLl free tmi•mge from the port of Fremuntlo 

into the annexes by m ::!n.ns of tt milwn.y siding erected for that special pur-

pose. 

(6) By same mail I am tl ircc tetl to forward to you schetlules, phtus, ami 

other document;;, relntiug to this Exhibition. The Commissioners hojJ~ thnt 

you will cause these to be laid officially before your Chambe•· of Commerce, 

or any other public bodies, likely to further the inte•·cst of the \V. A. Exbi

hition, by inducing exhibitors to come, or to send specimens of the products 

of your country. 

(i) In order to give greater effec t tJ the n.l>ovc the Commissioners prny 

that u. special commission may be appoiuted, u.s it is nsnally done, for such 

exhibitions. 

There is no doubt. thnt the exhibition to be held in C&olgai'Llie in 1899 

will offer an excellent opportnnit.y to open a profitable market for both pro

unct;; unc.t m:umfactnrcs.-I have, &c., 
G. WILLIAMI::i, Secretary. 

The PresiJcnt, CuA:UJH:l! OF CO)BH:RCE, Hongkong. 

II ONGKO~n GENERAL CHAMBER OY,' Co:uMEitCE, 

HO:iGiiONG, lOth August, 1898. 

SIR,-I beg to acknowledge receipt of your lcttor of the loth June, 

announcing that it has been deci•led to hol,J an exhibition in Coolgardio in 

:\larch, 1899, and giving particulnr:; of the bniltling~ aml the arrangements 

l>oing made with regn.rd to reception of exhibits, &c. 

On behalf of the Committee, I beg to t.hank you for t.hc comvlimen t pui,l 

to thi:; Chamber in requesting the appointment of n. Commission to your 

Exhibition, bl!t the great intervening tlisrancc am! the absence of. residents 
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with leisni'C to giYc to snch an object prcclnclc nccept.a.nce of snch nu invita

tion. The plans and schedules sha ll, on arriml, be pln.ced on exhibit in the 

Chamber Rooms for pnhlic inspection.-! have, &c., 

H.. :M. GRAY, Chairmn.n. 
G. WILUAMs, E sq., 

Secretary, Iwrf:RNATIONAL ExnmiTION, Coolgardie, Western Au$trttl ia. 

R 
The Paris Exhibition of 1900. 

Cor.o.NIAL SEcRETARY's 0J.'],'ICE, 

H ONGIWNG, 9th .An gust, 1898. 

~m,-With reference to :Mr. LocKHART's letter No. Ii56 of the 11th 

November, 1896, n.nd to. your reply thereto of the 24th idem, I am directed to 

~tn.te that this Government has been again approached on the subject of this 

Colony being repre~ented nt the P aris Exhibition in 1900. 

You will doubtless recollect that the adYertisements published in the 

locu.l newspapers in December, li:l96, requesting in tending exhibitors to com

municate with this Office met with no response. 

It. is intcmlctl t o advertise again in the local press in the same souse, and 

I am to enquire whether the Chamber of Commerce is inn position to take an 

active pn.rt in inclucing exhibi tors to come forward. 

The space to be a.llottcu to the Crown Colonies ;s 5,500 square feet in 

the colonial building and 3,600 snunre feet in the m:tin buildin<> nnu the cost 
' 1 O' . 

of erecting those buildings is estimated respecth-ely at 10s. anu 5s. per square 

foot, on which rates the charges made to the several Colonies taking part in 

the exhibition will probably be based exclusive of charges on account of 

freight, insurance, s how -case;:, remnnemtion of officers or agents, installntion, 

aud attewlnnce. 

I shall he glad to receiYc a reply to th is letter at the earliest date possi

ble.-! haYo, &c., 

'I'. S'L~RCO-:>·'BE SMI1'I~J, A . C I · I S , "· m ctrng o oma • ecretary. 
The Secretary, CH.DIRER OF CO)n£F..RCE. 
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H oxoKONG G t:NF.RAI. CHAMBER OF Co lDI ERCE, 

H ox GKONG, l Oth August, 1898. 

Slll,-1 beg leave to ncknowlctlgc receipt of your letter of t he 9th inst. 

nnnouncing t bnt the Gover nment has ag ain been npproacbe•l on the subject 

of th is Colony being represen ted a t the Pnrill Exhibition of 1900, aud inq n ir

in D' whether this C hamber is in a position to take nu ac tive part. in inducing 
0 

exhibitors t o come forward . 

I n reply, I am instructed to sn,y that while the Commi ttee woultl be glad 

to see the Colon y representetl at the _P aris Exhiuit ion, they are not prepared 

to take active s teps to induce ex hibitors to come forward . They propose, 

however, publis hing yonr dospntch for t he information of intending exhibitors 

aml other:> t.o whom the information it eont:t.i;\S may he useful.-! ha ve, &c., 

R . C HATTERTON WJLCOX, Secretnry. 

lion. T. SERCOllii E SmTir, Actin~ Colonial ~ecretary. 

s 
The Mission of Lord Charles Beresford t o China. 

CnAlrnF.R OF ColDIF.RCF., 
SrNGAl'ORE, it.h October, 1898. 

Sm,-I n,m des ired by my Committee to for wartl yon n, copy of resolu

t ions which have to -day been sent to th e Right H onoumble L ord CHARLES 

B ERESFOIW in reply to the sn!-'gestions matle hy him in his speech dcli Yererl 

nt a public meeting hcltl lluriu~ his L c.rtbhip';; vi8it to ~ingapore, and I am 

requested to adtl that thi ;; Commi ttee feels thnt the representatives of the 

Chnmhcrs of H oug koug nml Sh•w ghai are ncccs;;nril y in n position to form n 

more competen t. judgment upon n. tm•t te r of s uch im portnuce.-l nm, &c., 

A. A. G U:\ N, for Secretar y. 

R. CHATTEttTO~ Wu.cox, E sq., 
Her rctary, HoNGKONG GENI·:RA I. CUA )! IlER OF C o:ulrERCE, IIong kong. 

- ---
He sal ulions pnssed at a ilfreti.n!J of Contin illrc held on 7th Ortolm·, 1898. 

"The Com mittee of th e Chnmhcr of Commerce on hehnlf of ttll member~ 

of the Chamber tlesire to record :t cordia l vote of t hnnh to the R ight H ononr

n.ble Lonl C HAHLl;S lh: R ESFO I!D, a1.1' ., fo r his adtlre~s nt tbe p ublic meet ing 

heltl 0 11 Sa tnr<lny, t he 24th ::;cptember, <·xplnining h i>t \ ' i C \\' !'i (I ll th e question 

r,f openin g; np tm .• le in China. 
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·~With regard to t he special points brought forward by His Lordship in 

his speech the Committee feel they a re such as affect more particularly 

trmliug int.ert'sts in China, and that it would be courteous on their part if they 

refmiuetl from formula ting their own v ie ws until an expression of opinion 

has been g h ·en by the .Cb:ut:tbers of Commerce in Hongkong and in Shang

hai. 

"As to the sugges tion o f a Cmnmereial Alliance, the C hamber would add 

thnt'uny s trong international combination at the present time having for its 

object the op~ning up of China, without prt'feronce being g iven to any P ower, 

caimot in their opinion fail to benefit British Trade in the Far East." 

HoNGKONG GENERAL CHAMBER oF ComtERCE, 
HoNGKONG, 25t.h October, 1898. 

Sm,- 1 beg to acknowledge receipt of your favour of the i th instant, 

enclosing · copy of resolutions passed by yonr Chamber that day, anti which 

were despatched to Lord CHARLES BERESFORD in reply to suggestions thrown 

out by his Lordship during his visit to Singapore. 

I am instruc ted by my Committee to ~ay that. the remarks of your Com

mittee have been duly noted, and that when nny resolutions are pus~cd by 

this Chamber on the subject, imme diat.e intimation thereof will he gi\·en to 

Singapore.-! am, &c., 
R. CHATTERTON vVJLCOX, Secretary. 

ALEX. J. GuNN, E sq., 
S eeretllry, S INGAPORE CHAMBER OF C O:U)IEUCE. 

HONGKONG GENERAL CHAliBEn OF co~niEr:CJ,;, 

BoNGKONG, 21 st NoYembor, 1898. 

MY LORD,-1 have the honour t o transmit to your Lordship Co~~py of a 

series of resolutions unanimously adopted by the Genera.! Committee of thiS 

Chamber nt a special meeting h~ld on the 19th ins tnnt. 

' The resolutions embody the Yiews and recommentlntions o~ the Chnmher 

in. connection with the present s ituation vis-a-vis C hiun nntl t he new policy 

latterly developed by t he Treaty Powers . F or obd ot:s reasons the Com

mittee do not propose to make these resolutions public for the present.- I 

have, &c., 
R . M . GRAY, Chairman. 

Admiral I.ord CHARLES BRRI~SFOnD, M.P., &c., &c. 

~~~~·~~~---~--------------------------------~-~-------------------------------~~1 



~'"' -

[ 10~ J 

s 
R esoltllions passed at " Sper.inl Jl!eeting of the Ge11eral Committee of the 

Jlongkong Geueral Chamber oj Commtrce held on J9tlt Sovemher, 1898, 

With refcrcnec to t.he mission of Lor•l Chnrlcs Bercsfonl to China, this 

Chnmher, lm,·ing consitlere•l the sitnntion, political :nul commercial, wish to 

record the follow in~ opinions aud rccommcml!\tion~ :--

1.--ln the intcre,:ts of commerce it is vitally necc!'sn.ry that the position 

of the Colony of llougk ong ns the natural outlet nml focus for the traue of 

t.he Two Kw:~ng pro,· ine.:s ;,honld ne\'~r he lo;;t Bight of in considering nny 

claim to " spheres of inlhwurc ,. thnt may he pnt forward either now 11r in the 

future . 

2 -H01
wkotw through n line of milwa.v eouneetiul{ rirst wi r.h Cnntou 

• . 0 ~· 

and eveut.nnl ly wirh ll aukow anu her sister cit.ies Wuchuug :mu Hauynng, 

will be in 11. pooition to directly tap the Yery he:•rt of connnerl'inl China. 

3.-The trntlc of Hongkoug, now roughly e~timatc•l nt r>ome fifty mil· 

lion!; sterling per mtmtm, may, when the ri,·er wuy~ of South Chintt 1\te 

openeu and the railway to the Ynng tszo Valley become~ an nceompliRhed 

fact, reasonably be expected to ex pund immensely. 

4.-The geogmphicnl. sitnt\tion of Hougkong, lying as it does half way 

between lndht and Japan, 0 11 the very borders of one of . the most. populous 

provinces of China ami at the 1110111h of one of the greatest syBtemf! of inlnml 

navigation in Asia, i:; of supreme importance to Brit-is h trnde, and any scheme 

or policy that loses.even partinl sight of its unique mlvautngcs ought not t'o 

commend itself to the attention of t.he British Go,·ernmcnt.. 

5._:Thnt, however iutportant the trade of the Uniteu Kingdom with 

Central China, it mnst not be forgotten that the key to Brit.ish influence nod 

prestige in the Fnr East reposes in the Colony of Hougkong. 

The Chn mbcr therefore rcspeetfully urge that while it is of the utmost. 

importance to ~ecnre :111 " open 1loor '' for British and foreign trndc in the 

Yanrrtsze V nllcv ntHl iu the 1'\orth of China, it i~ imperative that:--
o • 

a.--Trnde throughout Chin11 should he freed from nil inhmd imposts, 

11 110 tnx pnynble ut tho port of cutry snffidng to frank goods to 

tJIP ('O il i'll tll l'l', 

h ••. 
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b.-Thut t.hu uuall!y:He m of Cu~LOilt :i slwul.l be abolished, :mu a cou

t.rihutiou t.o the provincial trcn:;ury he made out of the revenues 

of the lmperial Mari t ime Customs. 

c·.--Ju view of tlttl lawless condit.ion of the T wo Kwang it shonlJ be 

strongly iltlpres~ctl on t he Chinese G overument that dgorous 

lltellSlll'e,; I;~; }'I'Oillptly t ak011 to put down l.JrigaHdagc a11d 

t·esrorc order t.hroughont the provinces. 

d.-That, as p:~rr. of the gmull scheme for throwing open to f,>rcign trmle 

t he entire watenvu.y,; of China, means be at once taken to 

:<ecnre the opening nf the \Vest1{iver above Wuchow-fu atul 

also the ~nrth aud E a:; t. Rivers along their entire navigablo 

CO\lr:tl'l', 

IloxuKO!-IG G~<:x£HAL CllAlrHEU oF Coli ltEr.c..:, 

lJONGKONG, 22uJ X 1)\'em1Jer, 1/:'!JX. 

~tR,-I um direct:::.! by the Committee to transmit to you fnt· t.hc inf<>r

llllltion of His Excelloucy the Otlicer Administering the Goverm11cnt copie~ 

of a sode,; of re~olutiuus passctlun:~t~irnonsly at a special mectiug held on the 

19th iustnut, :ttlll forwanlt:d to Admi m l J,ord CHAULES R gHr;st·'OIW. The 

re~;olutioll >~ will uot. I am to mlt l, hc matle public for t he pre~cu t .-I have, 

-~~.:., 

H. CHATTERTO~ \.YILCU.X, l:iecretary. 

Hou . '1'. ~ERCO~IHE ~mTR, .\ c t.iug Coloainl Secret:ll'y. 

u ();.o(].K()X(; GEXEUAL Cru:un~:R o ~· Co~B.IEHCE, 

Hoxmw:w, l 1 th J anuary, 1899. 

DEAU Sm,-ln coutiuuution of corrospoutlcncc ou the i'uhject of L Dru 

CHARLES B EJtE:SFORD':; l\l b~ion to Chitt:l, I now beg· to cncloae, for the 

information of your Chnmuer, eopy of rc~olutions pH,.seJ. at a specinl meeting 

of the General Committee of thi:; Chamber on the H)l.)t ~o,·emuer last, anti 

which it wail tleeit.feu nt ye~t<mln~· 'ti llll' '-' ting t o ptthli~lt.--I nm, &c., 

H. CIIATTERTO~ \\' I LCOX, ,.;;u,·rctary. 
ALEX. J. GuNN, :Esq., 

Secreta ry, SrNr.APOng Cu.uun;x OP C<nnumcl':. 

1 
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The Bank of China, Japan, and The· Straits (in liquidation) 

v. Certain Chinese Shareholders. 

SuANGHAI GESEUAL Cn.utuER OF Colu.nmcE, 
SHANGHAI, 14th November, I 898. 

DEAlt Sm,-I !\in clirecteJ by my Committee to forward you a copy of 

the lctt.er atltlrcsscd t o H .B.M.'s Minister on 31st ultimo, on the suhject of the 

judgment clelivcred by the Taotai' recently in the case of the Bank of China, 

Japan, and The Straits, Limitell (in liqnid;~tion), versus certnin C hinetiC share

holders . As this is a matter tlmt seriously affects in vnrious way~ the bnsi· 

nes!l relations between foreigners and Chinese, nnJ may hnve fur-reaching 

effects if allowed to pa~s without vigorons protest, my Committee hope that 

your Chn.mbcr can see its way to support the nction taken by them.-! nm, 

&e., 

R. CHATn:nTo:s- WILCox, E sq. , 
DRUMMOND HAY, Secretary. 

Secretary, CnA~IuJm OI<' CollMEIWE, Hongkong. 

llo:-<GICO:SG GEXEitAL CHAll.BER Ol<' ColnlERG~:, 

1-loXGKONG, 8th Decembe r, 1898. 

Sw,-Thc attention of the Uommittee of the Clmmher ha!l been -drawu 

to the jn•lgment recently given uy the Tnotai of Shanghai in the case of the 

Bank nf China, .Japa n, and The Stmits, Limited (in liqnidntion), ·versus eer· 

tnin Chinese shn.reholders. The effect of this judgment (a copy of which, I 

nlllll'r~;tnml, h :~s been forwanlctl to Your Excellency), if upheld, cannot. fail 

to prove most disa!!tro~l il to foreign interes ts in China. inasmuch ns it practi

cally ahsulves the natives f rom all responsibility with regnrd to the uupaitl 

liability on shares snbscriucd for by them in British limitetl joint stock com

panies, aud, a:-~ rt consequence, seriously impairs the security of such Com

panies' rescn·e liability. 

Moreover, shonltl the Taotai's ruling be ·n.llowed, foreign shareholclers iu 

joint stock underta kings would be placed at a mos t nnfo.ir tlisadvn.utuge vis

a-vis nn.ti,•e shareholders . The logical outcome of such injustice would nlso 

recoi l on the Chinese in exclucling them from the roster of all foreign com

panies where any liability is attnched, but that perhaps is not an argument to 

which the Chinese Government will pay much att.ention. 

The Committee trus t that Your Excellency will be able to convince the 

Tsung-li Ynmcn of the injustice and folly of the Taotai's tlecision, pointing 
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out the fnct that Chir e b' · •- f · 

• • • I so sn scnutW:> to ore1gn stuck do so 1vith tueir eyes 

open to the hab!ltty on the shares t hey take II!J, a :lfl that you will in:;i.~t upon 

the legality of enforciug such ohlig:ttious.-I luwe, &c., 

R. .M. GRAY, Chairman. 

His Excellency Sir CLAUD~; :M. MACDONALll, K.C.M.G , K.C.B., 
H .B.M.'s Minister in Cbiun. 

H os GKoxo G~:xrmAL CHAlWER Ok' Colt:U:ERCE, 

HoxGI{():m, 8th December, 1898. 

DE~R Sm,-I beg to ncknowletlge receipt of your letter of the ] 4th 

ultimo, in which yon intended to enclose rt copy of the letter addressed on tbo 

3 1st O~tober by yot~r Chamber to H.l3.M.'s Minister n.t Peking on the subject 

of the Judgment delivered by the T notni of Shang hai in the case of the Bank 

o'f ?hiun, J apan, nntl The S traits, Limited, ( in liqnitlation), versus ccrtain

Uhmese shMeholtlers, and asking fur the support of this Chamber in the 
action taken. 

The qne!ltion w:~s tlnly cousiderecl at tlJe monthly meeting of the ~om
mittee ou the 6 th in:>t:wt 1md it was deddetl to n(hlrcss a letter to the llt·itish 

Minister urg ing him to take s teps to protes t agninst the T ;wtai's decision, n 

copy of which I uow Leg to euclosc.-I mu, &c., 

n. CHA'f'TEI?.J 'OJ.'r \"ILr'O • '-' ·• v X, Sccretm·y. 

Dnulmo~m 1-I.AY, Esq., 
Secreta ry, SHANGHAI CH.AllllER OF CoMMERCE. 

l'EKING, 3 1st Decemuer, 1898. 

Sm,-I am in receipt of your letter of the 8th ins tant with reference to 

the juclgmcut recently g i,·eu by the Slmnghai Taota i i u the case of the Bauk 

of China, Japan, and The Straits, Limi ted, versus certain Chinese share

holders, nntl beg to infor m y on that I nm in communication with the Tstl cr-1' 
Y • n0 t 

amen flllll the Sbanghui authorities on thi:; qnestion.-I nm, &c., 

CLAUDE M. MACDONALD. 

R. M. GRAY, Esq., 

Chairman, HoNGKONG GENERAL Ca.uruEn OF C OliliERCE. 

----------------------------~~===) 
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The opening· of the Free Port of Kiaochow. 

CoLoXI.\L ::)£CRETARY's On·ro~:, 

HoxGKONti, 6th September, 1891:!. 

~IR,-1 a.m uireclt::ll t o tmusmit for the information of the Chambe r of 

Commerce t.hc enclosetl copy of :~letter from the Cun,;ul for Germany report-

ing the opening of Kiaucbo\\· 1\s a free port ou the 2nd in8b\llt.-I have, &e., 

T. ~ERCOMin.: ::;~nTH, Aeting Colonial Secrctnry. 

The Secretary, CH,Utu.ER 01' co~D!ERCI!:. 

,J. ~o. 2199. Hougkong, 5th Septembm·, 1898. 
Sir,-1 have the honour to infonn yon that, according to a telegram 

which I have received f rom the Imperial GoYcrnor of Kiantchou, the free 

port of Kiau~chon has heeu opened to traffic 011 the 2nd iustaut.-I lnn·e, &e., 

F. C. HtELo~·}·, Imperial G erma u Cou,.;nl. 

The HouonrnLlc rhe Actin~ Colonial Secretary, Hongkoug. 

V 
The China Question as affecting Commerce. 

TnE I Ncont•uuATI·:u Cu,uwt:It oF Co:~.nn: ~:c ~: o~· LLV EHPuui., 

LIVJWl'liOI., Hith No,·eml,er, U:ln!-1. 

Dt:AR Sn:.,-1 nm dirc~: tcd to tmn~mit (u nder sepamte cover), for the 

information of your Chnmbor, printed ~.:opy of lette r on the ahovc uttmcd 

snbject, seut hy tbi::; C hamber to Her i\1njest.y 's Priucipnl Secretary of Stu.tc 

for :Foreign Afia.irs, r~nd am specially to cull yonr ntt.entiou to the resolutinn~ 

therein contained.-! nm, &c., 
THOMAS H. BARKER, :::iccrc tary. 

The Secretary, CHAMBER o~· CmtMBltCE, IIongkong. 

The Incorpomteu Chum Let· of Commerce of Li verv~;ol. The China 

Question as affecting Commerce. Copy of le tter scut to llcr 

Majesty's Principal ~ccretnry of State for JJ'oreign Affnirs ou 

Novemhcr 11 tll, 1898. 

My Lonl,--1 nm directed to inform you that !l. gcueral tut:etiug of the 

members of this Chamber was held hcrl' ye~tertlay under the cllairmanship of 

Mr. F. C . Dnn sou, PrCl;idcut, to heara(ldresses by l\lr. R. A. Y erburgh, M.P., 
and othf>rs, on the nboYe ~~nmed subject. The rneetin~t was supported by 

[ I la J 

V 

:>even1.l of the Members of l'nr liament for Liverpool, by mnny representn.tive,; 

of the Chamber of Commcn·e of ~o11th Lnuca~hirc aml other districti!, and 

hy n very huge body of representa t ives of the lending firms of thi~ city. 

At the concln ~;ion of Mr. Y erbmgb ' d fl(hlrcs~, t.he following resolution, 

previon>lly considcre1l nnol appro,·e~ hy t he Council of this Chnmhcr, wn~ 

moved hy him! seconded by thA Lonl l\l ayor of Liverpool, supported by Mr. 

Archibnl(l Little nnd Air .Tohn ' Villox, :YI. P ., and nnn.nirnonsly ndopted, 

\'i:r..:-

Hm:olved-" That thh; Chamher, recogni~ing the immense field offered 

to Brit.ish euterprise by the opening np of Chin:t and the 

d evelopment of it;; resources, tru~t.,; ( 1) llll\ t Her ~fnjest.y'~ 

Go,·e,·nmP-nt wil l give every possible o.s1<istnucc to firi thsh 

men:hnnts nml cnpitalbts who nre cngnged in bn~in e,;s iu thnt 

cou ntry , nnd prepared t.o invest. money in it; nud (2) thnt, 

especially iu tile nmtter of milwny con!;truction, H er Mnjes t.y'8 

Govermpent will :;ccm·e for B ritiRh enterprise in the Yangt~7.e 

regions simi lt~r preferential r ights to those whi r:h Germnny, 

Hnssia, nnd .Franee hnvc nlrca1ly claimed in the regions of 

Chinn. which those powPr~ respectively reguru ns their special 

~pbcres of influcnee ; nml the Chnmhcr assures Hc1· l\Injesty's 

Government of its strcHuon~ ;;npport in the pnrsnit of the 

policy thus iiHlicnted," 

Fnrthcr, ns it hns heim anuouu(~ed in an I ndiau newspaper, viz . , the 

Pioneer, of October 16th, thnt sm vcys for the exten!<ion of the .Mnndnlny 

Kuulon Hnilwny in the directiou of Chungk.ing arc nhout to he nndertnkcu 

by the Governmeut of Jndin , it was movrd hy Mr. C. P oynt7. Sander:>ou, 

seconded hy Sir Hichnrd T cmpl P-, ~npporte•l hy 1\h. Chnrlcs McArthur, 

M.P., nnd 

Rcsoh·e1l-" That t.his Chnmher r ongratu lates the Government, of India 

on the commcncrment of the surveys for the Bnrma.h-Ynng

tsze Rnilwny , nml hope" that the line will he cnrrietl throngh 

to Chungking," 

A copy of this l~ttter resolution will he sent to the Government of Indi11 
' 

Rnrl, fnr ~·om Lortl ~hip'~ informntion ~~ ~ to thP prngre!'lfl of th!> Mnnrlalny-

1 
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K union line, I l>eg to enclo~B n. printcll ,extrnct from the lntc:; t "Administra

tion Hr port. <J il the Railways in ltulin for 189';'-98." 

I am to say in connection t herewitlt that this Chamber has long presse<l 

for the speedy comple tion of the :VInmlalay-Kunlon Hailwn.y, w hich it is 

hoped mny fnmi sh in the future nn approach to the south-,-.:estern nml 

we~toru provin(•Cs of Chimt ; in the absence of n. railway through Siam nnd 

the Sinmese Slu111 ~t.:tt.cs t o Ynnuan, tlae :Mmulnln.y-Knnlon route seems that. 

most likely t.o g i,·e a C'.ce;;,; to the populous coullt.riP. I'I sitna t.ctl in the Upper 

Y ang;tsze lm;;in. 

This Clmmuer direct:; me to ask for the subject.,; of the resolutions your 

Lonlship's most em·nes t ~nd .careful attention, nud t.hnt you will consider them, 

tog ether with your eolleng ue:; in H er Mnjm;ty's Governmeut,-1 hnvc, &c., 

TnO)IAS H. HARKI<:R, Secretary . 

The mo~t llonouraulc the :Mnrquis of Snli::;hury, K .G., H. M. Principal 

Secretary of Sta le for F oreig n Affnirs, :Foreign Office, London, 

H oNGIWNG G •;NJWAT. CuA~pn:n OJ.' Co)Ut F.netr., 
H o NGKOXG, 11th Jauuary, 1899, 

DEAR Sm,--1 heg to a cknowledge receipt of your lett er of the 16th 

N ovember l n~;t tmnsmi ttiug copy of lt despatch addressed hy your C hamber 

to H er M~ljesty's Priucipul Sccrr tary of State f or :Foreign Affairs on the 

China question as affecting commcrte, contniniug n. ~erics of resolutions ou 

the subject, 

I am directed to thank you for the opportunity :dtonled to this C hamber 

to learn the views of the Liverpool Chnmber on the qnestiou, mul to nssurr 

yon that the subject hn.s reecind the ntteution of my Committee.··-I am, &c., 
H. CHATTERTON WILCOX, Secre tary. 

Tnos. n. BAllREU, Esq., 
Secrctn.ry, Ltn:nPOOJ. Cn .. numu OF COlD!EilCE. 

No. 2R~. 

"W" 
The Adulteration of Aniseed Oil. 

CusTO)l Hous~:, 

K owLooN, 14th :Mareh, 1&98. 

Sm,-l\h. H. B. MonsE, Commissioner of Cus toms at I,nugchow, hns 

sent me 1 he enclosed let ter mnkiug certain proposals with a view to checking 

t he frn.udulcnt practices of tll e prodtwE'rs of :mi;~eerl oil. H e hm~ reqnest~hl 
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me to plnce the lett~r iu the hands of the lnrgest buyer of aniseed oil in 

Hongkong, nnticipntiug tha t s uch a person would in his own interests take 

the mat ter up. A s I ~m unacqnainted with anyone engaged in this trade I 
shall he glad if you will be goo1l enough to inform me whether vonr Com

mittee are incl ined to deal with the question ot· to place i t in tl~e hands of 

those whose in terests would lead them to do so.-I n.m, &c., 

H. M. H ILLIE H, 
Commissioner of C ustoms for K owloon and District. 

Tbe Secre tary, CnAmn:R OJo' Co~nmncF: , H ongkong. 

Custom H ouse, 
I .. u ngchow, l6t.h .Fcbruarv l H98. 

Gen tlcmen,-I n couseqnence of the adnlt.emtion in the A ni;:ed Oil of 

the 1896-9i o;enson, and of the ensuing losses, possibly to H 01wkon"' buyers 
. I . " o ' 

ccrtam y t o Lni1gehow n.nd Poseh dealers, I ha\·e mntlc an a,t tempt to intlnce 

the people here to ins titute a system of a nalysis here, before the oi l lon.ves 

for Pn.khoi ; and they nrc tl isposed to 1!0 what they will find possible in the 

~n.t.ter. 1~ has scemcll t o me that the huyers in Ilongk ong are equally 

mtcrested ln the mntl.et'. If the onlv s ure test th"t t'- L h 1 1 • .. ue uugc ow ten ers 

eau npply is to be f ound only aEter· the long journey from here by P akhoi to 

Hongkong, they w ill he cori:J pcllell to ~ell in Ln.ngson n.ll of their oil which 

will pu:;,; mus ter, and will ::;entl to 1-Iou"'kOtl" ' ' on spec " t l · · f · d o o• , >eu· 111 enor gra. es. 

As to Lnugson buying see L ungdtow T mde R eport fm· 1896. I hope then 

that you, either a.louc or ac ting in con::;nltation with ot.her bnvers iu Honcr

koug, will give me yonr Yiews on the m.~tter, a.111l will be willin: to eo-opera~e 
. I o 

wtt 1 th.c dealers here to secure a proper analysis. Whatevet· conrse is adopte11 

here wtll pr~babl: be adopte(l at Poseh. .1\':B.- Poseh output l ,.'ioa piculs , 

Lnngehow aOO p!Culs , n.nd L n.ngson .100 piculs in average good year. 

I have urged the dea.Jcrs lt erc to set up a public analyst fur A·r~isced Oil , 

to sen.l an1.l unmbcr each drum an:dysetl , and to issue a certificate for each 

~lrnm specify ing colom, specific gravity , melting poin t, and (if the· polariscope 

IS n~cd) specify ing thnt test too. 1f th is were douo, the oil mi;.:ht be sold on 

certtli.cn.te snujec t t.o verifi cation ; bu t you wi ll know hest ·whether th is cn.n 

be done, or whether sample Lottlcs shou l1l al~o be sealed. I n' principle the 

dealers agree nntl ha ve asked me to get the necessary implements ; but now 

m;sent. tn ~etti n l! thei r n.nal)·~ t firs t I t i-< f<> r h' tl 1 ·. - " · · • ·· t r.s .Plll'pose . >at wra te to 



[ 116 j 

w 
>OU. Yonr object will of conr,;c be to keel' the tratlc at Hongk ong; my 

~~ject i~ to hnve both the Hong kong aml Lnngson marke ts open to t.he Lung

chow (and P oseh) dealers, and not to h:n-c Hongkong cnt off as iuclica ted in 

Messrs. ScuDI Sl:EJ. & Co.'s report (Daily Press, 26th November). 

There arc two ways in which the object aimed at eau he nttnined. 

Either the Luugchow dettlC'rs can seml from here a man to learn from you 

proper methods of analysis, or you can send here a trained man to enter their 

serdce ns analyst : by the first , they have a man of their own in whom they 

will feel more confidence, and you :woid responsihilit.y ; by t he second, you 

as!>ume some responsibility, but con probably obtain a more intelligent nnalyst. 

I think the first prefernblc, hut please let me know your opinion. If t l•e 

first is adopted, will you 1)e willing to g ive the mnn select,ecl full instructions 

as if YOU were actin"' a 5 n C hamber of CommcrcG for the bondit of t he 
• 0 ' 

Aniseed .Oil Trade a s a whole? If the second, on what tCJms and conditions 

L'::n fl, suitable man be sent here : 

I would nl:-:o ask on whnt term~ you <'Hil . ~npply the implements neces

s:• ry for :lllaly!'i1< ; hettcr arrn.nge so tlwt yon !'an telegraph for what hns to 

he ordered ont. \Yith only n geneml knowledge of methods of nnnlysis, I 

~pc•·ify the following: l11tt yott rnn snpplemeut it from yonr hctter informa

l ion on the ~n loj rd. 

lee :\Jaehinc. ~ twh n~ "Chnmpion,'' £12 ;;izc (there i ~ 110 iee obtainable 

at Lnngdto\\) . 

Testf·tl 1 hermorn!,\tcrs (~ or 3 j . 

Ilyclromctt:r~ for <;1eei fi L• ~raYity (~ clozeu). Polari~eope, if it eau bo 

ll~Ctl. 

~nlphmie :H•id, ,;ay 10 gallons ( is it enough?) . 

If J>oseh ont.ers the liehl, th is list c:111 be duplicated. A t Luugchow, and 

J s11 ppusc :tt Poseh too, tli~tillation for the 1 ~98-99 season will begin between 

the lOth awl 20th September; to proYidc for the possibility of Poseh being 

inelndetl, nil armngemeut~ at 1-lon_!:{kong ~honld he completed before the 

mic],llo of .1nl~·· 

TIH• Chinc~c hern ure this yenr trying what they cnu to remecly mntter!!, 

nml ia thi~ cli~t rirt tiH' ~pro•lnction of oil hn s hecn nncler rontrol ; I ha.Ye my-
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self :soeu se'\ieml lot:; of conli:;catod adnltei'Uted oil puulicly bnrucJ, :since lnst 

September. Wi th the adoption of tbis system of ;umlysi:>, in whlch I hope 

you will see the advantage of co-operating with the L ungchow tlealers, 1 

hope tbat matters will be put on a better footing.-I am, &c., 

I J. B. )Io ns~::. 

Ho!\GlWNG G~eNim.u CUAltJH:It OF ColtMEHCf:, 

HoNGKONG, 3lt; t l\Jarell, 1898. 

DE.\R Sms,--Umler:>ttLmling that you are interested iu the Aulseetl Oil 
Trade, I beg to haud you f?r pemsal ~;ome corre~pondcnce in rcfercuce to 

certain pl'Oposals made with a view to checking the frandulen t practice.; of 

t he producers or native middlemen. :My Comtuit tee will be g lad to receive 

your opinion as to whether any concerted action is po:;siule in the nuttter, or 

wbethet· it mus t be left to tbc individnal efforts of those interested in the 

tmde. 
K iudly retnm correspondence nt your conven ience to- - Yours, &c., 

To :Messrs. ~umssEs & Cu. 
R. Ul-JATTERTON WILCOX, Secretary. 

, 

" 

" , 

" 
" 

ARNHOLt>, KARBERG & Co. 

CAin.owrrz & Co. 

BRAUJ.EY & Co. 
Rtm TEH, BnocKEL>IANN & Co. 
LAu-rs, Wt•:m:!'JER & Co. 

SANDEn, WrELEI~ & Co. 

W"r. ~hn:JUNK & Co. 

HAitLI:'i'G, lluscH:UANN AND i\IENZELL. 

~H the monthly meetiug of the 12th April, 

The Secretllry reported thnt the corre~pondence had beea circula.Led all\l 

the replies s howed 1~ great di vision of opinion on the subject. 

The Committee decided therefore that the matter must be loft to iuJi,·i

rlual e liort t o provide a remedy. 

IIONe;;Koxo GE:~omAL CHA)IIIE:R or Co)l:lliWCE, 

H oNGKO.NG, 14th A pri l, 1~91:!. 

Sm,- J beg to ncknowledgc receipt of yonr leuer of the Iil h ultituq 

enclosing le t.ter from l\f r. H. B. i.\1oRSE, Commis~ioner of Custom~ ut Lun"
o 

chow, making certain proposals with a view to checking the fmutlulcnt prac-

tices of producers of anisee!l oil. 
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This letter has been circulate'! nmong the firms interestetl in the trade 

in t.his product, uUtl their opinions as to the best means of grappling with the 

evil solicited, bnt while considerable in terest has been evinced in t he matter, 

they do not seem inclined to take concert.ed action, but arc more disposed to 

rely ou individual effort to check t.he abuse. 

I am · desired hy my Committee to beg tbat you will conYey to Mr. 
M onsE their appreciat ion of bis timely warning uml valuable recommendations, 

which latter have been carefully noted by the various importers in this Colony. 

-I am, &c., 
R. CHATTERTON WILCOX, Secretary. 

H. :.M. HtLLIER, Esq., Commissioner of I. :WL Customs, Kowloou. 

The Future Fiscal Policy in the Philippines. 

CHA:.IBER oF CoMMERCE, 
SINGAPORE, 13th December, 1898. 

DEAR SIR,-· I nm directed by my Committee to enquire whether, in view 

of the annexat.ion of the Philippiues by the Uni ted States of America, you 

propose making any representations in favour of the fiscal policy for those 

h;lands under the new 1·f:gimc being as far as practicable in the direct ion of 

Free Tr:ule. 

2.- My Committee would be glad to be favoured wit.II any informMion 

ns to how yon propose moving in the matter, so that we may etu!eavont· to 

act with your Chamber.-Y onrs, &c., 
ALEX. JAS. GUN~, Secretary. 

H. CH.-I.TTERTO~ WILCOX, E sq., Secretary, 
H oNGKONG Qt,;NERAL CHA:UBE l~ o~>· ComtERCE, ll ongkong. 

HosGKONG GE!(ERAL CHAMBER oF ComtERCE, 
Ho~GKO~G, 8th .February, l !l99. 

DEAR Sm,- I beg Je~n·e to acknowledge receipt of your let ter of the 

13th December last., inqniring whether, in view of the annexation of the 
P hilippines by the United States of America, this Chamber propose making 

any representntions in favour of t.he 6icnl policy for those islands under the 

new regime being, as far a~ practicable, in the direction of Free Trnlle. 
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~ am iustt:ucted t~ exprt>ss regret for the delay iu replying, nnd to explain 

that .Jt has nnseu owmg to communications with a represen tative of tho 

Mamla Chamber ~f Commerce, which body propo:ses to add ress the Foreign 

Office ou t.he questiOn, giving statistic~:< of the traJe, and fonranlina copies of 

despat.ch to th is Chamber null to Singapore with requests for supp~rt and co
opemtwn. 

I t is to he feared, however, that tbe hostilities j us t commcneccl with tho 

natives at Manila will cause some further delay in t he proposeJ a ction of the 

Manila Chami.Jcr. 

The Committee of this Chamber are quite in sy mpathy wi th y our Cham

ber on the question, nnd aro prepare!! to support the :Manila Chamber in their 

efforts to place the matter strongly before the F oreiU'n Officc.-I nm &c 
0 ' ., 

Au:x . J . Gu~N, Esq., 
R. CHATTER.TON WILCOX, Secretary. 

Secretary, SINGAPORE CHAMBER OF Co:uMERCE. 

CnA:unJ.:R o~· Co:\.OIERcr:, 
StNGA PORE, 8th :\lurch, 1899. 

D EAlt Stn,-1 have to ackuowlcdgc the receipt in due course of your 

letter of 8th ultimo, an1l to tlmnk you for the information re"ardin"' the 

l 
. 0 0 

proposet actton of the l\1n.ui h~ Chnmber with l'f"'::tnl to tlte fi . 1 1' f , . . . . , o' sea po toy or 
the l luhppuw I slands in vtew of their annexation by the Uni ted S tates of 

America.- Y om5 &c., 
C ALEX. ,J. GU.KN, Secretary. 

R. IIATTERTOX Wn.cox, Esq., Secre tary, 
HoNGKOXG GENt,;RAL CnAmmJt OF Co:u:uERCE. 

V 
The J apanese Customs and the sale of Opium Cures in 

For mosa. 

THE l-IOXGK0:11G DISI'.EXIlARY, 
HoxGKOXG, 14th Jnuuary, 1899. 

Sm,- We beg to I.Jriug the follow ing matter to yonr notice. 

. . For m~ny ~·ears past we have mauufnctnred tmd sold iu China n prepa

IattOn of Engltsh drngs known as ''Opium Smokers Cnre " which has 

undoubtedly prorcd of groat. benefit to many persons. 
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Amongst many other places in the E :tst, we carry on business ut Tnmsui 

in F ormosa. The .Japanese Cn!'ltoms offic ials nt this plttce recently refused to 

p!tss lt shipment of Opinm Smoking Cnre Pills am! Lozeuges, aud our reprc

:;entati\'0 there applictl to the Uritish Consul for assistn.uce. The Consul 

sent hi:~ Japanese clerk wi1.h onr representative to see the Customs Commis

sioner, who stated that "British Morchamlise is never tletaiued, l.Jnt Opium 

"Hmoking Cmes are forbidden ar ticles which no J apancse subjects arc :dlowcd 

"to buy. I ClUl le~ you lm,•e t hem back, but I will wire to the police 

"authorities at Taipeh to k eep your shop under surveillance, n nd mTes t u.uy 

' 'person who buys such things from you. I wonltl advise you to :;eud them 

''back." 

In a later interview the British Consul t{)lu our rcprcsentati \'C, "As you 

"have already received the. cm es, it would be better if yon conhl dispose of 

"them, aml inform your firm nL Hougkong not to send any more." 

The Japanese authorities in .Formosa wish to suppress opium smoking, 

and prohibit the sale of Opium Smokiug Cures becu.nse those prepn.red hy 

Chinese are matle of opium dross. \Ve maintnin, however, that we hnve a 

perfect right to sell om· prep1tratious, which are quite different from the 

Chinese : they are made of British dmgs by a British fi rm and sold Ly a 

British firm . 

W e hnd the same trouble la~t yenr -in Formo~a, but the then British 

Consul managed to put matters right for u ~ . H .lL\1. Cousnl nt present there 

uocs not, l10wen~r, apparently sec hi:; w:ty clear to help n ~ in the matter. 

\Ve now thercfon: request thut you will be gootl enoug h to lay the matter 

before the British 1'Iini:;tcr a,t T okio :wd use the influence of your Cl..mmbor 

with h im to :mfeg nanl our in terest in the matter by tHrangiug with the tlnpo.u

e:;e Colonia l Otfice to issn o inst ructions to the F ormosn offieials not to inter· 

fcre with our legitimate hu~incss.-\Ve are, &c., 

IL C. Wn.cox, E:;q., 

,JOH~ D. IlF)IPlmEYS & i:iO:\, 

General :Manager:;, 

A. 8. W ATSON & Co., LnuT.t:D. 

Secrctiu-y, lio:'iGK ONG Gmm ttAL C HAMBER OF ComnmcE. 
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Ho~GKO~G GENERAL CHAUBER o~· CoMmmcR, 

HoNGKONG, 8th F ebruary, 1899. 

. DEAlt SI~s,:-I have to acknowledge receipt of your letter of the 14th 
~tltu~o ~omplmmng of ~he action of the .Japanese Customs officials r.t Tamsui 
m refnsmg to pas:> a slupment of Opium Smokirw Cure Pl.lls and L 

f 
"' < OZCIJCTCS 

manu actured by Messrs. A. S. WATSON ~ Co ·I · t 1 . " ' • • · c . , " 11C11 ms recc1 ved the careful 
constderatwn of the Committee. 

The Committee apprehend that the new Tariff, which came into force in 

January, may not improbably ha,·c much to do with the attitude now adopted 

by the J apanese Customs officials towards your Opium Cu. B f . .. . res. cote p.o-
n~uncm~ any defini te opinion, however, they would be glad to be furnished 

With coptes of your eut.irc correspondence with the British Consul t 'T . 
on the b. '1.' s a amsm 

sn JCCt. hey would also require to have definite information of the 
component parts r,f the Opium Cure.-1 am, &c., 

R. C HATTERTON t: NILCOX, Secretary. 

}<fessrs • • T. D. H uMPHRF.YS & So:s-, 
General Managers, A. S. WATSON & Co., LD. 

A. s. vVATsoN & C oMPANY, J ... tMITHn, 

HoNOKONo, :2nd March, 1800. 

DF.AR St.n,-Wc beg- to acknowledge lvi th thanks receipt of Your letter 
of the 8th ultuno. · 

Sin.cc writing you we have received furthet· information which inclines 
us to tluuk that the position had better staJul as it is for tl . 1e present, as 
unmediate action would not probably improve it. 

With onr acknowledg·mcnt of Your c.vnmittee's kindne . tl 
\
' ' ,.. ·- • · ss m 1e matter, 

--- ., e are, '"c., 

H. C. 

.TOHX D. HU~IPHREYS & SON, 
General Man::wers. 

Wu.cox , Esq. Secretarv 
0 

' . ' 
Hnngkong- Gen l:'ral Chamber of Commerce, 

HoNGKONfl. 
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Lord Charles Beresford's Mission to China. 

PUUJ,IC )fEETING 0~' T H F. CIIA:I!RER . 

A public meeting convened by the Hongkong General Chamber of Com

merce was held o~ Tnesllay afternoon, the 3rd Jnmmr.v, 1899, in St .• And re w'::; 

H all , for the purpose of welcoming A1lmiral L ord CH.\.l~LES BI~rn:s~·ono, M.P., 

to the Colony auu of hearing r..n alltlress fro m him 011 the subject of lliS Com

mercial Mission to C hina . Mr. R. M. GRAY (Chairman of the Chamber) pre 

sided, nnd there were present on the platform in addition to L or(l CHARU:s 

BEitJ:.;s~·ono a~Hl h is Pri vate Secretary ( ~t!r. ROBIN GRAY), Messrs . A . HA U t>T, 

T . JAc KSON, A. M cCoNACHIP., \V. · PoATg, H. A. RITCHJE, N. A. Sn:ns 

(Members of Cominittec), and H .. C. WJLCOX (Secretary). The h nll was 

filled. 

The CnAin)lAN said-I n introducing Lord Charles Reresfon1 to this 

meeting, I feel tbn.t I have umlertnkcn :~ very grateful task. It was a grent 

disappointment tha t we di1l not hear him s peak upon his arrival out, but we 

cannot fnil to admit that he was the hest judge upon this point , and it w ill 

gi vc us all the more pleasure to li sten to him now that he has made himself 

ma.!' tcr Q[ the Chinese question hy most energetic ami exlt:tttsth·e enquiry 

a.nd by personal oh~cn•ation. ( Hear, hear!) W e are much indebted to t he As

sociat ed Charnbers of Commerce of Great Britl\in for inducing L ord Charles 

Beresford to come out, and we are a.lso very much indebted t.o Lord Charles 

llercsford for acccpt.ing the rni s~io n. That such an enquiry was needful, uay 

imperative for British interest, I think you will all agree, nml the only regret to 

my minll is that this miilsion was not un•lertakoo several years :~go, so tlmt t.be 

position in China might have been hronghtclearly hcforeonr Government, which 

would have been of the greatest value during the stirring events of the year just 

closed . From h is Rpeechcs cl:;cwl•.ere we kno~v that .Lor,l Charles Reresford has 

g iven very gre:\t.a t tention to the ques tion of the "open door" as essential t o our 

trade with China, an opinion in which all intere;;ted in the trade mus t agree, 

and we shall al;;o li~ten with the greatest iut.ercst to his snggc~tell com

mercial alliance of the la rgest trading nations-an alliance which mn~t pn>YC 

of incf'timaule beuefit to all , hoth in tho interest of peace and the extension 

of commerce. ( Hear, hear!) Of all the variou;;; poin t~ whir·h ban~ come 
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before his L or(lship, I :; incerely hope thn.L he ha~ not fai led to rHcognise that 

what concems us very deeply is that, in spite o f all efforts by Chambers of 

Commerce nnd Consuls, on1· trent.ies are deliberately flouted in the matter of 

pro,·incial exactions, and that oar trade is thereby prevented from expanding 

a~ it otherwise woulll ce1·tainly do, were on1· import.ntions nllowe(l to rench 

the consumers w ithout being bnrd:metl hy indefinite inland taxes. I n spite 

of clause No. !?8 in t he Trea ty of Tie ntsin, it is only with in ' 'cry receut times 

that :t trans it pass was of any 'value in tho Sonthcm P roYinces. · ~ow a 

transit pass ii! a very good thin.~ a.-; fmnking the goo,\~ to their destination 

after payment at port of entry of one llnt.y :mrl a half, ba t when there · is an 

undefined 1'so-li or L o-ti-sltui Tax awaiting the shipmen t at it:; tlestinatiou, 

I should like to know wlmt is the goo•l of pretending that the · commerciri l 

clauses of the Treaty ol' Tientsin are being carried ou t. ( Hear, hear !) This 

system of in land taxation is not only · a b:~r to trade iu regard to the amount 

levied, but it also cause:; continual delay nnd opport unities for ·squeezing 

en route which oug h t to uc done away with, and which uothing but the 

complete opening of the waterways of China. will remedy. Snd1 au o}lcning 

of t)le inhnd w:tterwnys, c oml•ined with effi cien t polici'ng, would put down 

the piracy UI J< l brigaullage which are so rife in t hese Southern Pro\• iuce~, und 

n·hi cb a1·o a cons tan t detcncnt to trade. We have therefore every ' reason to 

press for these necessary mea.,m es, as well as for the reform of fiscal taxa 

tion. There are many other puiuts whieh arise in the great. China ques tion, 

bnt which 1 must lea,·e Lord Charles Bc1:esfor•l to deal with, :tllll I ha,·e 

therefo1·c now ,·e•·y much plcnsnre in re:ptestiug him to ad•lt·ess this meeting. 

( Applause.) 

Lor(l CnART.ES B •·:RF.SFORU, who w:~s recci ve•l with loud and long cou timwd 

cheering, sa iti-Mr. Gmy, ladies and gentlemen : llmYC to return my beart.y 

thanks to the Ch:unbcr of Commerce of Hongkong for hnYiug a~ked me to 

address them here before I go home to Eugland . I t.hink it is very necessary 

I shnuhl say a few word~ to the C bamhor of Commerce, hecansc I ha,·e come 

out here in the interes ts of tmtlero:, part ienlnrly British tm !er;;, to this great 

eouut.ry, aJHI I was s&ut out bore by the A~soeiatcd Chnmhers of Commerce, 

which, us you k now, iu many case~ incltule uumbers of foreigners intorestc(l 

in trade. With regard to wh11t yonr chairman said j n;;t uow as to my knoll' 

ing much :~hont China, I :un nfmid I m ust differ with h im entirely. I shall 
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not pretend when I go home that I know all auout China or even a very 

lit.tle about China. What I sb:11l pretend to do is, as L:r liS I arn able, to 

communicate yom views to the people :tt home, the great electorate at. home, 

what your wi ..;hcs are n.nd how you consider tucy shc.ul<l be carried out, and 

whn.t yon say in reganl to dt~ngcr in the futuro, and how you thiuk that 

du.nger can be disposed of or modifietl. ( Hear, hear!) Well, as far as I hnvo 

gone--and I have vi:site<l evC'l'j' place where there is a British community--! 

Lnve found one opinion paramount antl that opinion is tbnt something has 

got to be donc-(Hear, hc:~r)-that wo cannot go on as we are doing, and 

that onr trade and commerce mnst be secured in the fu ture. ( Hear, bear.) 

1 have hccu hold enough to put before the Cbim~ Association what I think 

that something should be. Anywuy it is a something, and it is a policy , and 

at the prescu t moment '"e ha.,•e nothing whatever to secure our trade for the 

future, and I think you will agree with me wo hnve no policy ut ull in regnrd 

to our affairs in China. (Hear, hear.) I mnst once again here call your 

attention ton fact which wants alteration, pni·tirularly with regnrd to the 

P1·ess and with regard to the British communities in China. I h:n-e ob8ervcd 

a great numbc:r of remarks as to this want of policy and a:s to cer taiu things 

not being carried out-anti that these remarks ;ather censured our Minister 

Sir Clau,}e 1\lacdonalcl. Now I clo not think that is quite fair, mal I do not 

think it is quite chiY:dron~. From what I have secu and heard, Sir ClntHle 

Macdonald is ,·ery accessi ble to C\'crybot!y . Sir Claude is the first :Minister 

who has gmsped the idc.'l. th:lt. a Ministel··s dnty out here is not only to think 

of diplomatic nrmugcments, bnt of tr·:ule :aud commerce as well, and he is a 

man wlro has worked as hard ns any man eonlol work in the interests of the 

trade of Great Britnln. ( IIear, hear.) !:;ir Claude is after all but the :tecre

dit<:Jd ngcnt of Great Bri tain. He is not responsible. The Cabinet at home 

is responsihlo-( 1-Ic:tr, hcar)-nncl tho proper people to find bult wi th are 

unrlonLtedly in my opinion the Cabinet ; nntl for this reason, the Cabinet 

ca:1 t!e?encl th cm~ch·c~, the Cnbinc t can gi'"c reasons for their policy if the 

British community find fault with that policy , whilst Sir Clnude Macdonald 

hns no ri~l.t of reply, and lra-> no method wh:~tevcr of arguirrg against thosu 

who nrgne with him. Therefore the proper· people to censure arc the Cabinet. 

Pr,:;sibly you may think as I run nn Jri:;hmnu and would he against authority 

in nuy event-(Lnughter)-tlrat. that is the reat~on I make that. r·emark; but 

it i:" not so. Gon.•rnments :ue r.reatecl to he critir.i~erf, nrrJ no Governmen 
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in the worhl, however ~trong, eau C(Lrry out measures invoh·iug an ent.i re 

change of policy or which mig ht lend to war, unless they see that the com

munities and the great e lectorate arc behind them. ( He:u·, hear!) T herefore 

I say the proper people to seuu resolutions to, the proper pcovlc to censure 

are the Cabinet, and uot. your Minister, who i::~ tloing his best under difficult 

circumstances. But let me bring this home to your mind::1 l>y an incident in 

my own country . There wns a certain lan,Jl ord who or,leret! what we call a 

"hanging gale" to be brought in--that is, that all the r ents ou his property 

were to be don bled. The agent wrote back- " 1 do hope you will Llo noth

ing of the sort, because if I carry out your orders 1 will be shot." To thi:; 

the landlord replied-" Please inform my tenauts that if they think tlley are 

going to terrify me by shooting you they arc very much mistaken." 

(Laughter.) Now, Sir, I do not modify .at a ll t he ,-iew:s I ventnre,J to ex

press at Shanghai. F rom my point of view we have two dangers in the future 

with regard to the security of our tmde and commerce- one i:; the dominant 

milita ry position taken np in the North by Hussia, and the other is the effete 

condition of the Chinese Government . 'When I speak of the dumiuant 

posi tion of Rn~sia. in the X<•rth 1 speak of what I know and of what I 

myself saw. I neve1· said anything and will not say auythiug ag:~inst 

what n foreign Government thinks right to do in the mterests of its own 

people, hut I do say most strongly whenever a foreign Government does 

execute a certain mn.noouvre or take up a certain strong position with 

regard to what it t hink,; necessary for its own people, it is for us to see 

that that Government does nothing which burt.s the intere~ts of onr people. 

(Hear, hear.) I think if I was a Russian 1 should do exactly whnt the 

Russians nre doing, only I should do a grettt den! morC'. I am no t at all 

sure I should not luwe been in P eking before now, and lnm absolutely 

certain the Rn~sinn s will be in P eking lJefore \'Cry long, when once they have 

secured their military position:;, if they fintl no more romon~trn.rrce or opposi

tion than they do at present f rom the other great countries of E urope. There 

was oue thing telegmpheu home with regard to some remarks I made at 

Shnughai which was telegraphed incorrectly. The telegram sai.J I remarked 

that the opou door was being every where closed against ns. I ue\·cr said any

thing so foolish or so nntruc. What] did S!L,Y with regard to the policy of the 

open door and Bri tish trade in Manchuria was that it was far worse for our 

countrymen and our t raders to have ;1 commercial enterprise interfered with-
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uot to be allowed to conduct commercial enterpris~s-· lhan it was to pnt on 

tariffs or preferentia l rates. If aoother 11ountry puts on a tariff the British 

trader knows where he is. lt goe~; into his profit and loss account, hut. 

eYontnally falls on to the Gonsnmer. He can go on trading. Bnt if the 

merchants arc stoppell altogether from commerc iul enterprise, I say the door 

j~ more firmly shut. tlmn if you put on tariffs and preferen tial rates, and the 

incitlont. l cited was the incident of the SLauhaikwan-X ewchwang Railway. 

As you know, our Government tol•l the Russian Government they woulu not 

be allowed to iuterfere with any commercin.l enterprise, purely commercinl, 

which British merchants might nnde'rtakc, bnt the Rnssiai1 Government lliU 

iuted'crc, anJ they said we should not huve the security for the line which 

went. beyond Shauhaikwun. Thn.t. was a direct interference with a com

mercial enterprise, and I bolt! here, as I h:we helu before, that the British 

Go,·ernmcnt should not hn.ve alloiVed the Russian Goverumen t to interfere 

with a commercial enterprise, anll the1·efore the uoor is just as much shut n.s 

if there · wn.s a mos t hostile tariff put ngainst ns. Y ou must remember we 

have under the Treaty of Ticnt,;in equal rights wit.h other nations in a ll parts 

of China. Those eqnnl rights do not exist at this moment in Mancbnria., 

whore the Russians have thi,; military domination. With regard to the 

military dominntion, wben the HussiunH arc ren.lly, when they ha,·e their bnses 

of 8 npply, when they have a great many troops there, there is n~ ren.s~n in 

the world whv thov should not put on 11 tariff. It. is always wtsc to Jndgc 

of events wbich ar: coming hy what ha:~ preceded in history . If in the case 

of .Mcrv a·ml Bawnm and the ntack Sett Treaty the Russians had taken np 

I heir positions ut. once. there would ccr t.'l.i nly have been war, bnt they waited 

allll diu it. after the British people had calmed down . I sn~· that if yon, 

«cntlenicn, do not stir up your Government through the electorate to take n. 

:onrtcons and firm line with Rns:;ia on this question Yery likely his tory will 

repeat itself. (Applau:~e.) There has been somethiog said abou t. the railwny 

from Shanhaikwan to Ncwchwnng. I ex plninell to the pco[Jle of Shanghai 

tlwt the Russians were ignoring the Cust.oms altogether. That was o. thing 

I tinW with my own oyes. Slcnmers came in and passed t he Custom H onse 

aml discharged their mo.t.crial at the Russian wharf, and the Cus tom Honse 

officials were onlerell not to interfere. The Custom House officin.ls do not 

.. 0 on board at all. I lwl•l that as the aiaritime Customs are part of the e 

security for what Gcrmnny a nu England have lent to China, it is more or less 
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interfering with tbu.t ~ecnl'ity. (Applause.) lin t then 1 was t.old it. was 

exactly the 81lllle with the great Banking Corporatio u that is going to make 

therai lwn.y np from Shanhnikwnn to Newchwaug. The Russian ra ilway is 

essentially Russit~n, beiug made with Russian capital for strategical purposes. 

There is no HnssittrJ tmtle there, except the three r.!l.l'gocs of seaweed that 

have been the1·c these three year~. (Applause.) But the other railway for 

whidt 1hc Banking Corpomtiou has gi,·cn securi ty is a Chinese milway for 

trade-altoge ther a different mntt.er-an<l the Cbincse railway fot· tmde does 

revert to the Chinese, I think, in thirty-:fhc years, bnt the Russian railway 

lloes not revert to the Chinese Govemment until the end of eighty years, and 

I don't suppose many of us will live to see whether it does or ,uo~;; not ut 

thn.t date. (Laughter.) There is another poinr auout this Hussian domi

nation in the North. I t is pcrfcct.lv rJossibln at auv moment that thron"h 
~ t ~ 0 

Russian regnlatious our tratle might he closed, although it. i.; a Chinese 

proYince, anti 1 think this is n. thing for us to think of in the near future. 

(Applause.) But certainly we ough t to a sk oursch·e . .;--What arc all these 

enormous preparation~ in :Nlnnch uria for? Not to protect tmJc, hecause 

there is no tm<le. A nyone can !:ice what are the claims a111l n.ims of Russia 
' and I do ~ay t hat \\'C shonltl say what our claim.; are tt111l what our nims arc. 

There i.s no necess it~· for any nntagonism to Hnssia ; there is no neces~ 
sity in the wol'lu to m:1 kc use of irri tat ing language ; but there is every 

necessity to pnt do11·n n clear n.ud definite pol icy in the most courteous 

way, and to let Ru:;.sia kn0w what we thiuk of the future and how we 

are prepared to support what we t hiuk. That, I holll, is not an i1Tila ling 

line to pursue; it is rwt an aggm,·ating lin e, uut an honest, s tatesmnulikc 

line; n.nd I rlo i'ny with rcgnnl to the policy cnunciatccl hy ccrtnin rnemhe1·s 

of our Government at home with regnrtl to the affairs in the Nortb, that it is 

much better to do as I ~ay-to he courle•lllS ant! put. down :somctlling ddiuitiJ 

and do something thau it is to ue aggm vat ing· and irritating :tlHl Jo nothing. 

(Hear, hear.) X o11·, Sir, I h:we Lccn c:dlerl n.nti-Russiau. - I entirely demur 

to that ~tatemeut. l am no more anti-Rn~sinu than an ti-auyt.hing else. I 

am perfeetly frie1ally witb the Hussian~, aiHl I hu.,·e the grt-atcst admiratiou 

for their diplomacy, for wheuc,·cr they have met us in diplomacv theY h;wc 

iuvariuiJly beaten us. \V!.nt their mctlrod;; are I do not care to •cuquir\.'. I 

am not at all nrHi-Hnssinn ; but 1 mu pro- Britil:lb, uwl wl•en I see thing:; 

which may eudungcr onr trmle ami commerce in the future I like to slate iu 

' 
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the most courteous way, b ut in a hroau, plniu, :mu boue:;t way, what I t uink 

may happen in the future if we uo not uo :mything. ( lleur, hear.) 1 am 

one o~ tho!!C who tlo not believe o.t all in the security of our tmue and com

merce unless we luwe that. defence wh ich is adequate to meet whatever may 

occur in the future with regard to other nat ions. ( Hear, bear.) Anothe r 

point iu regn.rd to this question of the H.nssiau occupation, n1' military domi

nation. I read in Ollt> paper that I was very indiscreet aml that I ough t not 

to say such things; but 1 think you will agree with me that it is nl ways best 
to tell the tmth r ight ont. You ueeLl uot be di ~courteous. (Hear, het~r . ) I t 
is no t in1liscrect to tell the truth, more pn.rticulurly when the grc:\t trading 

unu commercin.l intcre~ts of this country may be lh rentenetl ; and threatened 

they cer tainly will be if things go on us thoy arc. Now, sir, witb regard to 

the future. A s you k now, my mh;:;ion is a commercia lmis:>ion, :tud therefore 

neccs:mrily :~ peaceful mi;;;;iou : but one or two of my critics ha,·c said , 

" Whnt tloes he ta lk politi c~ for wllen hi~ mi;;sion is commerci1\l ? " I most 

respectfully :!nbmit t hat it is absolutely impossible for yon to sapamtc the 

political question of to-day frotn tho commercial questions of the future. 

Upon what yonr political effort i~ now will depeml your comm~rcial futnre, 

whether it is succes;;ful or :\ fa ilure. Therefore it is n.bsurd to talk of shirt

iugs aml ~beatings :tnd trouser:>' buttons only . (L n. ugh te r.) Upon the 

political q uestion dcpemls the whole future of the trade ancl commerce of this 

count ry-certainly a;; far ns G rent Britain i~ concerned, and indisputably as 

far as Germnny, Japan, and America are concerued. ( Hear, hear.) Now, 

8ir, there a rc only three policie~ open in the future. One is the policy of the 

open door, :tml I will enter directly iuto how, I think, tha t can be carried 

out ; anothe1· is the sphere of iufinence, to whicb I ha ve found n. most deter

mined oppo:>itiOit umoug:>t all the ll riti:;h couunuuities I bave ,·isited. The 

otber policy is the poliey of drift , which we are adopting a t tbis moment, hut 

which 1 tlo not think the electorate ut home will long continue to maintain. 

H ow is this policy of the open door possible? I proposed it at home, l pro

po~e it whcre ,·cr 1 go, aml I :;hall bn.YC th e pleasure of proposing it ngain. 

1 believe the open door can be kept open, !ir~t, hy lmving a. commercial 

nlliance between Germany, America, ,Japan aud ourselve:;. (Loud t~pphtuse. ) 
'l'he ba::;b should be the in tegrity of Chiun anu t.he open do:>r. (A.pplau!!e.) 

1 mention these t\Otmtries because each one of the~>e countries ha,; the same 

interest~ tbat we have. I t i~ just as importuut for everyone of these conn-
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01 s on t be maintA.i nell as it is fo t· h . . tries that the opon do . b ll 

chants. Therefore let us keep t " b , ' . . . t e Brtt Jsh mer-0oet er. I he Bl'lttsh I . r 
the open door by itself Lnt it Id . 1.l IOn cannot figh t fl)r 

' con very well ally itself . I 
count ries, am\ there will then be fi 1 • Wlt l these three . no g ltmg at all. You k b 
m E urope when Gorml~n ,· A t: ·' I now w at occurred . ' us lla, anu taly formed 11' 
which was tbe peace of Elli'Olle . th k h an a lance tbe basis of 

1
, . ' cy ept t e peace of Enro f 29 
hat IS absolutely cer tain ( H . 1 ) • pe or years. · cat , lear. '\\ hcthcr that all' · 

by war, woulu hnve succeeded or t . . .. . umce, Jf tested . no ls uot t ue pomt Tl . . 
alliance was hasetl on a definite b. . . . le pomt. IS tbat the 

. , o Ject, and tt attamed thnt ob. f 
yen.rs. l he greatest int.erest we can holl . h : Ject or 29 t 18 t e mterest f · 
should we uot have an alliance f tl o pence. Why 

· 0 te same sor t het· · h h 
whose iueas are the same and who l' f' e Wit t ose countries se I e must depend 01 tb 1 . 
great country. I t is essential fo . A . I l e tm< c Wlth th is 

I merwa to ln ve the open d ( 
America's trade with Chino . , 1 . . oor. Applause.) 

" I >S at HtliCliiO' bv leaps I I b 1 
with my own eves J ap 11 . o • . a H ounl s. I sn.w that 

. . an wou t certam\y have the o 
population and trade is iucren. .· • pen door, becn.use her 
. • smg enol'lnously in Coren lf h l . 
m Manchnril\ it is u:>t v6ry Uitreas I l . t e ! oor ts shut ona J c to suppose ·t , Id 
Corea. And then there is th rr . . • I " on be shut np in e .,teat. empire of Gerrnlm , Tl G 
must have an open door iu Cl . . 3 · 1e ermans liiHl, and the Gertn°tlo I 1 

bee t f 

· .. ~ •ave met I · 
n mos · n eudly ant\ !<Ympathet' 11 . . une • lC on t l S questiOn when I I 

their consuls and their tr•ulers M G lave asketl bot h ' · · ~ nny · crmans have said to " r 

g l·cat eountry opened out the trade of Cl . .._. me, 1: onr una. J. ou made . t I . 
first, and we oucrh t to ~UIJport 

0 
• . OUI ra! e pos51ble 

. o . y u tn trytng to keep thi ~ Jol icv 
door a defimte and determined policy in the \Ybole of Cl .l , ·· ~f the open 
Well, then, that is the fi rst an I fo . . u na. l H ear, hear.) 

• I I emost sncrO'eStiOit I won! I 
then tha t would be uo u~c bec•uJ ·c f ~o I make to you, but · ' s • 1\S a l'lend of mine "'tid to 
no nse having au open door unless )'On h·t,·e the I ··: me .to-dny, it is • 1onse 111 order · · 1 
mnst havo wbat is the ba~i s of sccmit\· of all t l J mstt e. You 

l
·fi • .nu c an commei'C tb b . 
' e and conten tment, which i::~ on\ , t.o b . . . e, e nsts of . J e P' ovtded bv an effiCient J T 

au cffic1ent police throu" hout tl ·I 1 • nt ttary aud o ·16 \\toecountry Yot k 
the state of the Cl · . . . . · · 

1 
now Yery well whnt 

uncse .mny a.nll pohee IS at tl . b . 1 • liS moment I kn , · 
nu. Home of vou know it is bad b I . e" tt wo.s . • . ' ut never had the "had r f . . . 

thnt lt was as bad as I found it Tb . b . O\\ o n susptciOn . . . ey a solu tcly h:n·e nothin . I . 
•ng at thts momeut in the whole of tl . . ' , g W OI t 1 comHueJ·-us em ptre. I hev ha v 
- lheir ships arc not worth v f tl • e no ll!Wy whatever 

. • o te name; the\' have oulv oue -
men Ill the wholo of th i!': ., ·er . . . . • army of , ,000 .. ., l.,anttc population of four lmndre 1 ' \I' t m1 100 people. 
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That is not enough to presen·e life ami property, aml give mlequMc security 

for trnue. The first thing for the nlliane<: to do would be to induce the Chi

nese Government. to organise theil· army 011 suitable met.hotls mul f;nitn.ble 

gronncb. 1 say with regm·d to this sugges ted alli.mce--Why should not these 

four countries combine toge t.h<'t' and iu the int.erl:l8ts of their tmdc, and by 

their ri.,.ht. to demand it, use ~ome slight pressnre on the Chinese Govern

ment in,orcler to imlucc them to organize their m·my mHl pnt their police force 

in proper order all o,·er the country. The British have a. g ood mnuy critics, 

lt good m::~.ny enemios -pro~pcrous people generally tlo- -bnt we •lo not want 

any ndtlition to our t.el'l'itory ; I do not think :wything would be more irksome 

t.han to acqnire :L hit more. I think we bave got a little bit. too much already, 

bccansc there is no llouht if we were iu ~traits, if we had t.roubles in our pro

pm·ties, if we hn.d warlike dcmon stratiott ~ hy other conntries , we could not, 

<wen if we had con~criptio11, polir.e on1· empire as we wn.nt i t police< I. But 

we tlo want the open door, n.nd that would not flxcit.e opposition, principally 

becnn~c it will he open to the tra.de of all un.tious . (Applause.) With rcg:wtl 

to the N:wy n.ml Army being placet! in a, proper state of otri ciency and orga.

nisa tion, there are some snppo~ed difficu l ties. I hope you will not think I 

am going too much into the political qnos tiou, because I told you hefore 

the commel'cinl <p1cstio11 b; intinmte l.v interlocked with it. Bnt. first we will 

tnlw the initin.l ,Jifliculty, the question of finance. Since I have been in 

Chin:~ I ht1s o :;cen every one of tho,annies ex ce pt the one in :i\l n.nchnria. ::'\ot. 

only have I done that but I lm,·e put their nnnies through their drill. I h::~.ve 
seen cvct"t'One of thE-ir l'nrts, goL to t.he r('ttr of their gn11s, awl laid every one 

of their ;nu~ 1md fireJ ;;ome oE them. I hnve boon o,·e r all their l}rseuab, I 

have hcen on board c \·cryone of their ship><, n.nd have been nt their Army and 

Navy Scbook I hnYe vis ited t.heir oue olockynnl at Foocltow, which I must 

say nearly 
11111

;\c me cry . ( Ln.nghte1·.) Xot only that, but 1 hnve got tbe 

budgets for eacli one of th l'Se, the monoy expend ed npon them; and I tell yon 

confi,}cutly--bnving workd it out with my secrotn.ries-tliat, withont putting 

one shilling mo1·e cxtnt t:umtioa apon the people, Chin:~ could HOW hnxe an 

etllcieut arnw of 200,000 mon-infautry aud nrtillery, uot cavalry, for these 

Jiu.lc rats of .ponies nro un use. ( Laughter.) The mamlnrins were more t.lwu 

kind ami eivil to me. They were ready to ,;how me cver~·thiug. When I 

went to the arocnals, I actually found them tle liglttetl lternn:::c they wore 

mnkin)! J,rcc .. h-lo:uliug 1-!:ing-ak ( Lnn,!!; ht.er.) l t ,; (' t~ms :tlmo~ L inr'i'l' tlible in 
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this year we nrc living in. There i>< one arscunl \Yitb a hntlg ot of six thon:mnd 

a year th~~ is makin.g nothing hut gingnls an1l one-pound ~hot-no earthly 

use f~r mtl1tary wnrfn.re at all. At one place I saw a melting pot for making 

cast IrOn shell of the olol pattern for mnzzlo-loatl ing gnn s which thev were 

going to fire out o f breec h-loading g nus . 1 said-" If yon fire these th~y may 

brc::~.k up a ncl blo'" the cha~o oti yonr gnu~." The officin.lrepliecl-" Yes, we 

have blo:vn off two ::drea•ly." ( Langh ter.) .I wont ton. powder factory, 

ancl after Ins pection I st~id , "Have you t:est ed t.his powder ? You will be blowu 

up by and bye il' yon pnt. t.Lmt po wder in to a breech-loading gun. Thet·e 

is no gil·e in it, ami something will g o and you will ulow the breech 

off your g nn:::." ·' Oh," St\i1l the.''• "we have blown the breech off two 

12-inch Krupp gun~." (Laughter.) And still they g o 011 mnking powder! 

(Heneweol lang htet·.) In on e :wse nnl at Cautou, I saw t he roof wn.s 

open and people wet·e walking abo:t t, so t·hat you coulll drop a ma.t.ch 

into the magazine. I said , "You shonl(l have the roof closed ami muke it 

clifficult to get iuto, or el:;e somebody will be hlown np some day." Thev 

replied," \Ye did blow it np t wo year~ ago n.ntl killetl110 men." (Laughter:) 

I do not know whether to cry most nt the weapons ;:npplicd by t.he Enro

pen.ns or at the gro~s effeteness and ignorance of the Chinese them solves 

wiJen t.hcy are t.1·ying tu put their arms and weapons of wnr in order. I am 

telling yon these s tories to show yon that the Chinese ba,·e fnuds in hnnd 

without putting on another ,;)till in" i n the "' ay of taxnt'1011 to 1 tl · . . ,. · • • .. w I ' C 1e1r army 
properly orgn.111 zed. ( Applause .) N01Y I eomrH o the ques tion of the China

man a~ a sold ier . I do not know :my nat ion that has more of the character

istics req nirecl i11 sol· licrs. They arc sober, ooodient, very ca~ily managed , 

mul quiek to learn. If they were well led, if their coutract was kept as to 

l'l10ir wages heing paid on the fir~ t of tho mouth, and they were properly fed nnd 

clothed, I belie ve they would rnakfl ;;plondi<l Roltlier~ . Homembe1· when vou 

have had an opportm1ity of seeing what they can do t hey h:wo done it Yery ,;ell. 
In the wu.t· witb J npan, wheu t.be body of G cucral Tso was fonud, two hundred 

~fhis men':~ don.d bodies were found nronntl him, showing t hey had foug:ht to tho 

ast tlrop of the1r blood. Anoth er in ~ tnnce ll' :l:S tlmt uf G euernl If,;t·, who went 

out to fight. the ,J a panesP.. Dr. lhr. \" t •>ld me he haol t1veuty Chiumnon in the hos

pital at th e time, .~n.(l when the G eneral went ont to meet the Jnpnnu~e 0 ,·ery une 

of the won.nded Cluno~e left tbe hos pital and followmlltim, fi 1·e of them lmving 

to he cn.rne•l hy t.htlll' r nmr:Hie:;, ~o bndly wonndcd were r.hc~· · ( .Applll.ltSP.) 
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do not want auyt.hiug hotter than that to show these men can fight. 

( !le m·, hear. ) Going ho.ck to onr own war w ith t hem, who were th e men 

who fon<rht 80 well a.n•l were tncntione•l riO freq ncntly in tho tlespn.t.ehes? 
1:> 

\Yln·, the coolies·, wen pit,kctl np in the s treets of H ong koug. They were 

~ho~ down j11 hnmlred ~ when pnttiug up scaling lndtlers n.gain st the cuemy's 

rampnrts. The present Atlmiral ont here hn.s tol•l me about that. I only 

mc,ution t hcsc int:itleuts to ,·on to show t hat if you tn:n.t tlwm properly the 

Chine~c willm<~kc jt:;;t n~ g~ml so iL\ien; ns nny other nntion in the worM. 

(Applun~P.) c:ent.lemcn, whnt would ue the atln~ntit.ges of hnving nu army 

of thit; Jcscription? 1 on ('ould haven very good nrmy on the pre~ent budget 
Y on \\'Otdtl hn ve no c.•: pen se to Europe , allowcLI in the provi nces atHl P eking. 

or to rhc fonr countries who uti~ht be in a po,.ition to rnther force t.his ques-

t ion. Y ou would lmYe police H'cnrir.y for nil yonr property; )'(•11 wonhl bM·e 

the intco·l'itv of Chi nn. alH;o\ut(~ly en~med. Why, t he oltl Turk would have 

beeu .,o: ri:\ of Hrv (111iekh if he· h:~•l not. hatl an army. H is nrm y has kept "' . . 
him going. Then yon wouhl have :t friend I~· C'hinu instead of :t China which 

tloe>; not. know what the }:mopum countr it·~ arc· going- to (\o. Yon would 

have ~ecnri t v of life nwl property, with the development· of yom trnde. All 

this rouhl bf; go t with a properly organized arm~· to carry ont the principle 

of tlto open tl uor. 1 may tell yon 1 have !"een all except two of the Viceroys 

in th is count ry; I lw.vc laitl t hi s proposa l before them in the iutet·csts of tmdo 

:uul .commer.;c, a nti they arc perfectly aware thal tmde !lull commer!)C i;; jnsL 

a;; rrood fo r China as it i!! for Enrupeau connt.rics. T hese Yiceroys e ntered 

int: the ~eltenw, and I thiuk in 0 ,·er ,v case they :1.re going to m emorin.lise tlteir 

ti-nvcmmcn t h• :L~k thnt thi~ "ehemc be enrrictl our. That shows t hat the 

Chinese (:
1
weruors arc not a,·er~e to my proposa l as representing the Asso

c intc•l C'hn.mhers of Comtll('ro:c. There was a r emark mu.tlc that the Empress 

was ,en· s nspicious of me. T 11c ,·er saw t.l te EmpreB~, but I wish I hntl. 

(Laugbt~r.) The nu l_,. army that I wrote a good report on nod found sntis

f:tcton· was Yuan Shi-kn.i'": nml it. doe~ not look a~ if the Empress wn~ V('r~· 

suspi<;ions ofnw, whon lnotice that ~ince then she lms ordered thnt t his force be 

iucrPusetllw ·i,OOO meu. (Applause.) In r(•gunl to th e A rm_,., there nre ' 'ery 

(}'rent clt:tn~es of Lii:;tmhnnct•s in Chiu:t ; 'there nrc dist.urhauces now. Tbc Vicc

;oys tbemHd re:~ told 111e they were afraid of tlis tnrbnncc><; they kne~· that ~ nternul 

1
tisorde1·s would be bru t for Chin:.. I mlmi re<l them forthut, hut s:wl, " \\ by eau-

Th e 
nnt ~· ott )'111 tlll'ttl <lnwu :- .. 

They ~:tid, " \\"" ha n· got uo monPy now. 
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whull: antilable incomt·, 'the ouly a,·ail.tLle a.s~ct iu Chi ua, has gone ; the 

:Mnritimc Customs re,·cnuc ha;; gone a:; iutcrc.st on lonuH fur t he fore igner." 

l n the Ynngtsze Valley i t is much worse than that, Loc:lllsc iu order to get 

the ,;ecurity right for furth er !onus they httve taken n.ll the money misc1l by 

seven collectoratcs of lclii•l in the Yaugtszc V alley. T hat leki11 11·as the pro

"iucinl tax which wcut to c:m·_,. on t.hc go,·ernmcnt of tht produces. The 

Viceroy said, ''\V P. ha,·e not got auy money; we cannot pu t on au_v more 

taxes else the people will riso. All we can do to raise more money for tho 

GoYcrnmeut of our provin~cs is to reduce onr ~mall a rmies nutl pay tbu,.;c troops 

tbnt remain :~ great Llefll less than tlt ey had hcfore. Therefore, we th ink 

r here w ill be great chance of fu rther ,)istnrb:wces." O uc Yiceray a I so 

rcmarkeol to me," A great trouble I ha ,·e with lD)' peoplc-I am the mlor of 

fot·ty m ill ions--is to cx pln.in to them that they get the money mhnuced to 

tho Empire n~ a loan . They say, • "V c ne,·ct· get any moucy. Y ou ure 

taking our taxes :uul p:ty ing it to the fore igner an<l w..: olojcct to it."' I quite 

uuderstaml in a connt.ry like Chin :1 where the line of comn;n uicntion is not 

Yery good, the people getting irl'itntetl if it is representetl t.u them that the 

taxc~ go to pay the foreigner. \ Vhcther that is righ t or wrong it· is so, atlll that 

is what tO;tde the Viceroys ne rvous of tlisturuauces in the future. Disturb

ances ltaYc alrendy commenced. \Vhcu I was at l:Ianko11·, I went to have t\ 

look at the sceue of t he grc;tt fire, w h ich spread o \·cr o.u area of two miles. 

Thnr great fin: wus ctttircly broug h t on b," incend iarism, by the p eople mak

lllg a protc,st. They did not like to sec these. money;; paid t.o the fore igner. 

After thnt g reat tiro there were four or more great fires c:m::;otl b.y the same 

}'Coplc and f<>l' the same reasou. Then look a t ~zechnen. Th ere i:; this man 

Yu-mnn-tzo. lie Ita ,; a lreatly de~troyetl the property nf :;om(J t weaty thou:>nnd 

Christiau~. I lt :we got a lette r from I he Cousul in which he tell;; mo that the 

ln·operty dc~troyed by t his man tlnriug the ttn l() he has kep t tho conutry in a 

state l•f disturbance is Homething like six million taek To con1c ncm·c•· you;· 

own doors . Y ou know perfectly well pirncie~ in thc~o proYin r.es are increasing 

very much, indirect l.v or directly t.o the Llctrimeut of trade a nti com1uercc. All these 

things con hi he pur dow n if the Chinc~e Go,·erumeut could be itHluced to huve a 

su italole army for poli r.e purpose:> throughout thei r eount ry . X ow let me 

turn for a monteut to the sphe re of intlneuce policy. The British p eople, or a 

great numucr of them, are ~nyiug, "Let us g1~t gomething while we eau." Let 

ns rememher this, tha t W(' eunnot ha,·e every thing , and if we go for the sphere 
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of intlucncc policy or incl ine to support it, France mu:sL lnn·e her ~phere, 

Hussia hc;s, Germany her sphere of inflneuce, a nd America nntl ,Japan their 

l-ipheres of iufluencc, ullll tho incvitnblc resulL "·ill be-we shall have to use 

British troops and use B ritish ex pcutlit.nre of money M first , :w1l the inevit

able reonlt will bo that tari [s will be put on in these countries anti on our 

tra.tle and commerce, and the other three countries I have mentiollCLl 

most certainly will not be in nearly as g;oOll n pm;ition ns if we had the 

open Lloor. ( Applause.) Taking om· own imli\·itlual case, I nm keeping my 

remarks hroatl because I 11m speaking t o a General Chamber of Commerce, 

but with reference to our case, why we should inevitahly haro to give up Olll' 

trade in the Non!J uJHler onr spllc rc of influence Jiolicy, hccausc Hussi:l would 

domiuate that. That amounts to million:; of money. \V c should have to give 

up our trade in the South to Frouce. We shou l•l certainly haxe what i :; called 

the grc:1t belly of China, hut that alone would not repay u:< at a ll. What we 

want is a. fair field and 110 favour to the trade witll allnat.ion:; eqtmlly in this 

great country. · If we ad9pt tb is sphere of influence war is certain soo11er or 

la ter because other countries would put on tariff:;, the Briti.sh people would 

nut s tand it, and we would go to war. Tlte HeceHlSi ty of hn.Yi llg a properly 

or<>•1uised armY i:; exetnlllified by what is going on at Szecbueu. The French 
o' • 

luwc lost a !!"reat deal of property in Szcchnen. tiupposing the F rench electetl 

to send a tu~usn.nd men into Szechnen, whnt i:; our position? It h~1:; been 

wllcd our sphere of influence. That ,lifficnlty woul1l not arise at all if t lte 

Chiue:::c hnd a proper army mttl kept down these disturbances which :ue 

irritatiug the Frencll and tem ptin~ them to put their men there. 1 Llo uol 

kuow what the French a re goiug to do out here. I wa;; amaze,] whcu I was 

11t fh atJU'ha i to sec the demaruls madtl by the French Consul, whicll if carried 
•J "' 

out must have crentctl riot~ amongst the Chiue:>c. He wanted to take the 

whole of tho Chinese llnml, upo11 which the Cbiuc~e ha,·e expended fifty 

million tael:;. I t is lig htP.d with electric light, and is one of the few 

instances in China whore the C hi11esc bun~ succeeded in ~~ g reat com

mercia l enterprise. H o wanted to take that, to separatL~ the whole Buncl 

from the nati ve town. I mu~ t sny that I thought the demamls on t m~cous i 

not ex.traYagant IJitt ontmgcous. I do not Lelieve the ~:! ren t F~-cHcb 

nation conld know anytbiug about it. I belie\·e 11wir ngcat ha s n.~kcd for 

more than they possihly kuow of. It i~ uot righ t in a cosmopolitnu com

munity such a~ Shanghai tllnt one 11o.rt of that commuuity shonlLI create 
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di ::;tu rbaHce~,-which they would Lio if their dcma11ds were grnute,l-wltich 

would jeopardise the li,·es and property of the whole of those con1 111 uuitie8, 

and I therefore hope the other commnuitics will stick Ycry strongly to the 

protest made to their Governments wit h rcgord to the French uc tion 11 t 

~hanghai, ( Applause.) N ow, with rcganl to C hina and its future, I myself 

may he optimistic, hut I have absolute fai th iu the f'nfurc of China. provideLl 

t lmt sonw policy on the line~ 1 haYe iudicat"ed he carried out. (Applause.) 

If the Chinese army i:-; organi;:cll with perhaps B ritish ofliccr:; only we 

mn:;t haven. quid ]JI'O quo. We must then lmve a revision of the t:niffs

(applause) aucl with tlmt rcvi~io1 t of the tariff~ we must take up the 

whole fiscal system of the country, which you, ~ir, poin ted out ju~t 

uow is \'cry materially interfered with in reg:ml to the tre:Ltics which 

::;eourc your rights. ( Applause.) \Y ir h regard to the le/tin and other 

taxes, wcmusttnkcu p thutas n qttid Jli'O q>w. \Vc must havo some un1lerst::wd

iug that if the couutry i:; to he opened np, that' may l'owcr cn 11 send its 

engineer~ m,d capital to open up the g reat mines and euormous minernl wealth 

of the country. ( Applause.) If the Chinese Llo not do that in a fe w yen.rs 

the Viceroy:; will have uo mouey whatever to cnrr.v on the governmcut of the 

country. Tbere is no doul.tt the country is ,-ery ri ch, l.Jttt t],~ Go1·cn 1111eut is 

very poor. 1\o count ry in the world can go ou a:; they arc lloing now with 

the whole available reYetllle nRed up aud alloeattal to foreigners for 1o:ws. 

They m ~tst ha1·e 11 new sourcp of rc,·en ne, and if 1 hey have this poii(~e secu

rity which I have mentioned, the foreigner enn tome in, n.ntl with the royalty 

upou their mines, tltc roy;dt,v ou prod tH:t iou, t.ltc_v woul,l ha.ve nu cnormotts 

:;ourcc of income. ( A ppla.usc.) Then there is their owu dome:; I ic tmde. 

Yott can export from Clliua at the rate of fivl! per cent., but. if Chiua exports 

to itself, from one town to another, it pays 7 t per cent. Tlln.t does not seem 

~~ very fca~il.Jlc way uf allowiug the domestic trade of China to pro::~per. 

There i:; no duuht. another tb ing wbich i:; most neecss1try, an1l which we 

should hnvc as a qu.id 1n·o quo fo1· putting t he anuy in order, thnt i~ the 

scieutiiic classification uf the products of tl10 com•try. Tl10re are auy amount 

of valuable proJncts 111 tlai~ cou utry which have not hecu worke1l at. all. lf 

that was brought rLI.Jout in the same way a:> ha:; utmn done in Jndia, again 

China wonld benefit by iucrensing her rei'Onne, u.nd all conntries wotdtl benefit. 

The watcrwnys lnwe l.Jeen t h rowu opeu, bnt not thrown open in a satisfac

tory way. The waterways will not be thrown opeu in a satisfactory wa.y until 
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Eurupea.ns h:t\'C a right of re:;idcnce in the couutry, mnluutil there i~ a .Jiffer

eut system of allowing the bonts regis tereJ in a certain port to pass another 

port anu get to t.heir tlestinat.ion. (Appbu~e.) A,; for the Yaugt~ze V1tlley 

allll Szechucn ami Hunrm, neither prodnccs :1re opened a hit., and from what 

l luwe ,;eeu, 1\llll heard, I uclicvc they arc two of the richest Jll'OYince;; in 

Chiua, aucl absolntcly netted uy waterways. We could seud gn nbonts up 

these waterwayR to work with the Viceroys in putting down disturbances in 

the fntnre. The Viccroy8 told me they would he glml to sec these bonts. As to 

the Yangtsze gorges, they arc nothing whatever compared to the cataracts of 

the Nile, and if only the proper boat s are uuilt they could go up and dowu as 

ea~iiy as po~sihle. Whether they can uc goOtl as cargo uoats I do uot kuow. The 

tirst thin .,. is to n·et ~~'unbont::; np aml then merchant boats can find security 
"' 0 <" 

for life and property. Chiun hy herself so fnr n~ I ca.n see h; ruining herself, 

but if the Governmeut would agree to pnt their affair~ in order·. I ha,·e 110 

doubt many European ~ountrie;; would help China to dc,·elop Iter rcf!onrces. 

lApplause.) Treaties have not ucen kept, nnd the f:wt of the ir not beiug 

kept has unques tionably diminished wlmt might have beeu our tm•le ami 

commerce with t.his country. H ere is il, mlttter on which :L great community 

like this might semi strong resolutious to the Gorennnent at h omo. I holtl 

this, that a treaty is not only a treaty between our Govemmcut and mwther 

Government. but it is a direct u nderstnmling uctween the Brit,i::~ lt Govemmcut 

and the British merclmuts, nn•l thu British merchants out here ought to insis t 

that these treaties shoulJ be kept. ( Hear, henr. ) J do uot helic,·e w yself 

that China is Ycry much overtaxed ; bnt the people arc very badly taxed nil 

oyer the country. ~ow I lta\' e given you my idea;:, aud I cannot see myself 

that there would he anything difficult auout this great reform of China, iu the 

uaturc of the clevelopment of its t rnJe allll commerce, gi vi11g itmleq uate security, 

nnJ allowing the Chiucse Goverument to increa~e t heir re,·enue iu a legitimate 

way. ( Applause.) In this country there arc no fendalright :; or Ycs ted interest;;. 

It is nothing like Jn.pau, where we have seen this enormous reform within n. 

comparath·ely short period. In China there are no lmrcled classc~, no Dnimios 

with great bodies of retainers all dcpendeut npou each otber. There is 

nothing of the sort here. When a l\IauJarin lerl\·es after his three yeurs' 

appointment, uobody knows w·ho i ~ coming in his place. Addetl to that there 

i~ a most ex traonlinary reverence for authority, which I as nn Irishman de 

not nnJerstanu a t nil. ( Laughter.) If you have good authority, aud instead 
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of the~e 1Innclnrins who are obliglll l to ~queeze to pny the f',V ndicnte who pnt 

them in office, yon pnt a man then? nnd giYe him £10,000 :~ yenr, and Jet 

him rnlfl there a;; long ns he ru les ju;;t.ly, this reverence for anthorit\- woulcl 

be incn•:tseJ n.ncl it would be better for the country. (Applause. ) jam told 

hy tlw merchnnt~ nntl Joy the hankers and h_r those who kuow-1 do not pro

fess to know-that the Chinese t.racler is an honest mau, that hi;; word is ns 

good ns gold. (A pplnuse.) I am told thnt they arc most relinhlc, thnt 

indeed, taking the community a~ ~~ w hole, they are more honest than many 

Enropcnn trnders in Emope. If you have got that. q\udity iu this great class 

in the country, surely ~·ou cnn help them; sn;·ely you cnn imlnce them 10 

hnvc propl'r security hy nu arm.>. All these thiu~s will come right if YOII 

h:we got. this one domiuaut fea tu re in the conntry, that the trnder~ :ll'e hou.es t. 

¥on ha,·e got something Yery taugible to go upon. It is the ynmcn that is 

wrong, uot the people ; llllll who in the world could work right umlcr ~neh a 

sys tem? Our Governrncmt hns shown :;igu~ of wnking np.to an appreciation of, 

r.lwst' enormous intcres tll in China. They ha Ye already son tout. ~Iajor Rowt:n to 

orgau ize Chinese troop.• for Weilmiwei. Thnt is a BritiHh nrmy of Chint'se pnitl 

our. of Briti~ h money. I hnn3 pt·oposecl a c:hinese arm;· of C:hiuc~e paid ont of 

Chin<'~P. money organized by Briti~h officer~. Tlw Briti~h G,1,·crnmcnr has 

ttt last. recoguisod the ncccs~ity fOI' a commercial attache\ and t1e Ahouhl 1,0 a. 

mau well pnitl, instr.tttl or t.be lndicrou~ nrrangemcnt (If g iring- the Cou;.ul

G cueml in Chin:1 an cx tm humlreJ a ,\' cnr to ~ee what he can do·. (Lomlap

plause.) Why if yoH \\'l.'l'e to pnt that in Punch it would not. ue lmlierous 

euongh. ( Laught er.) There iH :d~o n ques tion uow going ou at Cnuton, where 

the Gon3rument i,- going to tC$ t tho nren of exemption. A mercltllnt thHe i>: 

going to set up ltis "tnre outsitlo the houmlary or ,;e ttlemcn t. w ith n ri.,ilt to 

sell his goods -to ~eo if hn will he !t~xed. It is an importnut. point, 1\~lioh 1 

am gln,J to f'ee the f.l·o,·enunent has taken up. (Appln.u~e.) The Gm·cr·rr

mont Lus got out four sludlow draught gnnuoat~. .~\ s I snitl therefore, that. 

is not. a th rea t to the Chinese nuthol'ities; it is to help f.be Chine~c nuthoritie~ 

f.o ~ecnre order nnd ha\·e ~omo security for our mercl!nms whn inYe:s t theit· 

capital in the country. ThiH rount.ry has ue\'el' had a ch:wcr. 1 see Euro

pean ('ountries uow goiug to the Chiucse Go\'Ol'llmeu t and &11 ,ving-" )"011 

rnn" t gi,·e us sueh conce~~ion ." The Chinese (~ovcnunent. ~n.y~ , "Xo.' ' Bu t 

tlrP. Chinese Go,·enunent htts no troops, 11 0 power; they are on thei.r kn<'e..;. 

\\'hnt l:nppPliS tltru :- The GoYE'rnme-nt gmnt~ tlu.> ('Oll«'<'l'~iou. It. c•nt1' t help 

• 



[ 138 ] 

z 
I · .,. w 0 .,.0 to the Chinese GO\'· '1'1 we t'thc lll'iti,.:h) do the sn.me L uu,.,. b 

itself. IC'n ' · ? Tl · somo 
l . " How dare you "'i \·o tha.t. cone6SSLOn . I ere IS . m·nment. :me i":t\ • ' "' · 1 

. ·. • ,. .. , _. . liS ·HIe ni,·alent." Is that a ch tva. rons British propert~· 11111 .... on :nn~t,..,I\C . . .q . · . . . . . 
. . l I I them ~ \Yheu a eoncCS>"IOII '" r.la•mocl h) a. ul i('V ~ W hv IWt ~o lllll 10 P · , . 

p '• . • . t 0'() to the foreign r.overumeut, forei..,n Go,·crmnont, why shpulcl \\ 6 no "' . 1. 
,., I l I 'tt' tl c 11001' 0 lllll\ffil\ll . I f . t t l c Chinese Govcrnmout alll Jt mg I ~ 

mstea.c o g01 ng 
0 1 

' 1 1 'I' I h' 0' hov 
. 1 . l t i . ~onwthhJO' like boy:" n.t sr lOO • te •., • 0\'CI' the C\'es :till no~c. ~ . . M • • • r -
. h . . . 1· bo'· OYCI' tbe h o:ttl beenu~c bo did not gtve lum tlte lol tpop~, 

lut11 t . c "e.l' . · b I I llitlops 
I 1 . 1 't. tlJe weak ho,· fo•· gidug t.he btg oy t 16 o . . :tllll '11101 J('r JO\ 11 " • I 

r . It·· .) I .hOJle to sec a ll tha.t :\lt.er!'d. A (iennnn g:ent.leman rece nt y 
( ,nugl .et . I 'l l I . th l' 
. ·k l to me tlnlt (.;6rtn:tll tmd6 iu thi-< couHtry was mm e po~st , e '.Y 

1em:u 
01 

f B · · 1 e cl nnts · .. . cl the itulomitnble ent-erprise o nt•s t m r • t . ' 
Persc,·cmnce the enCl.!\, nn 

1 . ' ,. .t . · houltl imlJro-<s on the Government. t tnt 'mtl 1 ,lo think yon :t>' :1 <'nmmtwl J " . 
' I. I 11 lJe ·'oltC in the fntnre that will in any W<ty :lfl'cct th •tt trade Jn 
1\0t 1111" S IOIIl u ' }' f 

,., I' t' n it! •tbo im1JI'e;;s tlpon t.he Gol·enuncnt that the po tcy 0 •t \\TOll" ( ll'CG lOll , •• I ' . • f 
, . I" 11 tl •t the time for action ha~ arrivc<1, ·that the sectmty o tlnft !" 1011 < cease, , u, 

l ·ce c:tnnot he o!Jr.ainetl 1)\· a~>~nr:l.nct•s ot· protocol~, alul your tmcle am comm61 • . . . I . f . 

l t l . l" definite done in order to provule aclequatc) Ol that there must •e Aomc 111 "' . • • 

. ' I ) I do 'tckuowled"'c mo~t fn llv that. the prol,1em I~> a the fntnre. ( ..... pp 1111~e. . · <> •· ~ 

• • . 1 ., • ·c want to cret our tracle ~ccm·ct1 , anti \\'C wnnt tO most 1[tfh<~ult onC', 1ecntt~1, " • "' . . .. 
1 . . . I lo think the new~ 1 lun e !>11 >-l •. lo·ll it withoHt warlike operation,-. ' 

t e'e 1· 1 · . tl e "'I'C:tte;;t 'tt l to vou •uc ceriain ly in the diree t.ioa of pcacc, w tu: 1 ' " l '" .. 

rot Cl . • • l l I li re that if \'Oil think int.l'rest of t.hc fonr coantrit·~ I h:we mentJOne:l ; atll JC c.. . ' • 

lit to scttd rcsolnriou!< to the (~ovemmcnt to th:tt effcet, 11. wonhl ~trcn~then 
'WI I -'et ltouw I shall hn' e t he t.lt e hancls of the mi ;;,;ion 1 represent. tC'n "' . ., . . 1 

I · [ h•t\'l' n·cel\·e·] ftOIII tIC ._ ·1 1 t l1c f'·tltiuct the J·e,.;o Htlon,; · · · honour tu :munu " "'' . . . . 11 • 
. . I lhllpe 'Ill\' crcutlemctt out hen:, nHhnclnall .' · OJ eo ee-Rritii'h eommuumc,.:, ntH ' • "' . II . 

riYclv, who eau hel p the ohjcds l ha,·c in ,·ie\1', wi11 1et.mc know In the . ;u"~ 

,..,' l I promis~> to \\'llrk tlti,; nmtt('r ont to the YCI',Y he~ t o In) of c-ommon~. am · -

ahility whr.u I return to Parl iamen t. ( Prolnngc<l npplause.) 

11 . 1 t1 . :;\lcetitw IT<> ,.:nid :-· ::\lr (;.P.A~vJr.r." SnAI!l' then n.· . . ·•·esse• w • '='' • 

• · . J 1. . . 1 ('entlemeu - Thorc i;; notlnn~ r ('1 · l' tlllr I onh•lnp At.• 1 e~ ·~ 111 .T · ' · 

1,· r. ·· tnn·mnn , • " · · ' , . . er fa. benefit whieh 
1. l . . 11 t '·c ft"'ltk 'l' '<'eJllanec lLIH• aek.JOI\ Jc,loment o . uut p t•ao<nro 1 u " • ~ · . , . . 

1'11 . 1C'red \Ye arc all much indebted not only tu Lm·,J C1uule~ has beeu con 111 y tell! · . . . . ·~ ··· 
1 I I he reJll'e«r•nt-< 111 tln,.: 1111portallt 1111. ~tot Jkr<',:for1l, hnt al!<n to t to~e w tOm · · · 

• 
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to the Fa rthest East. It would appear that the dear good people at Home n.re now 

jus t awakening fr<lm their s lumber of half a century, since Lord Napier wa!l 

worried to death at Macao, by the heartless Chinese Officials, iu the oppressive 

summer beat, and Hougkong was surrendered to the British Government. 

But what a long drawn out and weary t,ime of waiting it has been l For fifty 

long years the cry has been going up from t.he bankers, merchants nnd traders 

of this fn.r off Colony, for tlelivernuce from the cruel wrongs to which they 

have been subject. From the· greedy mpncity, the obsti·nate obstruction, 

and the flagran t dishones ty of t.he Manchu Rulers. By these our trade has 

been contracted; out· enterpl'ise discouraged nnd our hopes destroyed. This 

unequnl contest has been going on since l1lmost the earliest years of om· 

beloved Sovereign's reign. 'The climate, our long distn.nce from our base, 

and the enormous nnmel'ico.l preponderance of the alien population by which 

we are surrounded, all combine to increase the difficulty of out· position. As 

our Fathers were confined in the "factories" in Canton, in t he earlier half 

of the centnry, so their children lmve been wn.tc!ted and harassed by the 

espionage and sun•eillance of the Manchu officials, in Hongkong, during the 

latter half. At the Lyemnoon Pai"S to the East, at the Capsingmoou to the 

West, at Deep Bay to the Sonth of the Island, at :Mirs Bay and Deep lln.y 

in the New Concession of Kowloon, there are native revenue crniset·s con

stantly at ·work overhauling, obstl'llnt.ing, impeding, delaying, intimid!t.tiug, 

pnrsuing and capt.nring, the junks trading to this Colony, and not infre

quently impos ing upon, wronging, and I'Ohbing their crews. Bongkoug has, 

in fact., been hlock:tlled for ne11.1·l)' fifty years. This ·pnmphlet upon the s ub

ject, which I hohl iu my haud, contains t-he account of a -pnblie meeting hel1l 

on the ·l4th ·September, 1874, for the purpose of protesting agains t these 

sclindalons proceeding~:. It was the lnrgE>st awl mo:;t enthus iastic e,·er heir! 

in the Colony , and I will ask his Lord$hip f.o accept .. a copy of tue paper. 

The1<e ligatures upon the arteries of onr trade hnd bc<!n ill operation for 

twenty years before, nnd the Hrangnary un~> contiuued c,·e r siuce. :Muny a 

time these gunboats ha,,c purs ued native jnnks into the waters of tlw·Colony, 

and lives have been !!acrificcd in this harbour in conscqueucc. It is uo 

uueommon thing to see one of these Cust-oms crni~ers towing a jnnk thron~h 
the uarhonr "fairway," among hundreds of other junks towards Cant.on, 

with · what object we n.rc nuawarc, un1c~s it be ?Jom· eucow·agr.r l es autre.~. · 
Appeal have frequently hc<'u mnde to the ·harhonr nuthorit.ic,: Icy the jnnk 
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mon for redress of their injuries; l.mt. when informed th:tt the proceedings 

before the rungistl'fit.es must be hold in public, these plo.intifis have invn.rin.bly 

manifes te•l the most. uunonqucrable arersion to nppen.r in Court, :~.nd h1we 

clen.rly s hown their· fea rs rhat s uch n. step would in no wny better their con

dition. Many of those present will remember the occnsion of Sir Thomas 

Wade's pn~sing through Hongkong, on his wo.y to Eng htntl, upon his ret.ire

ment from the post. of He:-r Brit:mnic Majesty's Heprescntative in China. 

This Ch:~mber thought it a gooll time t.o brii1g the case of the "Blockade of 

Hongkong " t.o His Excnllency's notice; nml for this purpose invited him to 

meer them. To this he readily assented. There was n large gathering of 

members. 

ndtluced. 

Se,·eral s poke, and . many case~ of wrong and hardship were 

Towards the close, the Chnirmn.n expresse(l the hope that Sir 

Thomus's long acquaintanee with the Chinese people and their ln.ngnn.go 

wonlcl. enable His E xcellerwy to u.pprM:iate the impossibility of inducing the 

men, who h:hl lotlgetl complnints a!:'nin f' t the gunbon.ts, to come forward and 

pnbliel,v· gh·e C\'itlen ce. Of thi ~ t.hey n.l "·ays seemed to be in the mm;t n.bject 

fear. ~ir Thomas \V ado then rose :md snill he had lis tened with deep 

intere8t to all which h:ul been sni1l by the several members of the Chnmber 

of Commerec upon tlw injuries inflictctl ou the nath·e junk tmtle of Hong

kong by the ac:tion of the Customs re\·enue erniAers, wLich l1e had seen l~·ing 

at anchor and cruising a.r·ountl ntHl ahon t the Js_latHI. H e w;~s also aware 

that there was a bmneh of the Chinese Customs esrabli;;hed on the m:~.inland 

in t.he immediate ndghhou rh o,HI of llongkong, and from his long nml 

intimMr> acqnn.int:uwe witl1 tlH.: Chinese people nml their language h e felt 

that :my fur ther information or c ddence upon the s ubjet~t w as needless. H e 

wc~ IL knew that. tho cxbtence of s uch ngencies involvctl, ns n necessary :md 

wholly umL,·oirlo.ble consc,1nencc, nil the wrongs fLI\tl abuses n.ntl ext.ortions 

o{ whi<~h rncnrion hu.d been ma.Je. Your Lortl ~bip is aware that Hong

kong is prM pcrouA, nnJ. rhat it.s iuhaLitanr:; helie .,e that its prosperir-y is 

O\\·iug; to it>< hein~ a ft·•:•1 port. J;; it not. untmal that they s hould resent 

:n o~t fecli 11 l"I.V t.he introtluerion into their millst of mea sures tlircctly hostile 

to this fairh? Thi~ gloriorts p rinciple which is the source, 110t. only of 

the ~neee~-,; of this far-outlying- Colony~ hut of the ::\iother Country also, 

whore all the temptations to the atloptiou of di soriminat.ing duties have 

hcen ~uece~~full." resi"tetl. A most serious injmy to the trndc of the '\Yest 

Ind ia n Colonic~ has het<n p:tlieutly home by Britain, rntb<'r tlmn retali:tte 

[ 141 J 

z 
aguin~t the Freuclr hee t stwar 

" made tu help t be s ugar islands. 
houuties; aut! a hC!t\',1' ~acritit :<! ha:; Oet•IJ 

How, in the face of all thi~, can it. ou for 

~ m~;I~ent SUtJIO!;etl to Le pos;:iblc that. we could tolerate tlt c rc teutiou loy 

• lC tuJese o Kowloon City, ~~~ a na til·o town, Ultll"·•· ( , 
' 'Liue,-;e l!o,·enmJeut 

Ill our ne w Concession, or cou:;eut to the <:outiuu:lllce 
• • 1 of n Cn.~tunt;; Htation 
lit oru· m a !:it, from whiclJ wo have nlrcatl ,. snffel'e•l 
'1'1 • ' so llliH:h anti so lorw;. 

•e llrit.i~h Lion anJ the Chine~e Wolf . "'. 
-· c.utuot well hnut t u"cthor J JJ 

makmg these uucompromi.sin" statement·· it · t ' "' . 
I . . . . o " mu~ . not uc ~uppo.~t·tl that we 
lUVC ,lJJ) out. the hwhos t admiration f . I . 

• • "' ' . 01 t JO"C ~npreme in Ofllco, I.Jy whom 
tiJC magruticent Ol"'an iz·~t.iou of tl o Cl . J . 

• o ' I IIIJCSC lll!ICrlll.l ·u,.ll'l·l • (;' 
I l .u, ,uno u~toms i ~ 1 u·eetet. uor less iu,leed f · 1 . · 

' or t l e many of our countn·nwn nud othel' Enro 
]JCans, who so :~ucccssfu llv devote th"ru~elve~ to t l • k ' -

• " '' ·' to wor · •rw f tl · 
lous machinery. I t is the Chinese, aut\ the Chine~e on!v o ~~itl Hsl marvel-
hanl the quarrel. 1 · · ' 1 

"' wm we 
t IS well nigh impossible for :;ucb to be JJOs~e · ~o·' f 

power o tl · · • " ' .u o :wy 
. r au JOrJty wrt hon t at. ouce endenYoul'ing dishoues tlv to tun . 

rhelr own ad"autagt·. lr. was formerly tlw HojlJH> of (' . f l Jt to 
Ch · · • . . ·lllltou, rom who~e 

me!:ie ageut:. wu :mtferetl mcu.lculaolo injun·. The ev' l · f . . . 
arc now sufferitw . . 1 - a • • 

1 s 1001 "hJCb we 
• <> .ue t lo,v counecwtl wrth the cmplovmcnt of C l . ·-

anJ. whwh l:iir Tl \V 1 · nue~c, 
- ' wmas rH e declared were iuseJ>araiJle fr·ot tl· W h 1 · . . ' u ue svst.cm 

, o ave . t te ~Jll .sfortuno to be placed dose upon the horders of a d;et·o li . 
:Stnt.e wluch, rn her infirmity is ·~bsolutel l I J. 
CustoJUs tluti c:s. We h·l.ve _' ffi '. . y t opeudnnt npou t he :sr hu nlan t of 

, ::> ll ctent vtgour to dispeuse with th ·, I . 
hope tlult it uuw Le lorw b f ._, au< " e 
B . . . • ., e ore we ueed any assistancH of the k' l 

rttnm sympa.tht:se,; wi th China':; weakuet;:; al I . . d . lilt . 
in every wa,· \" .. ' lt 1

" esJrous of helpiug lwr 
' - · • e mu:;t uc careful ho · · · · 

to ' . . J. . . ' n uvcr, IIJ our CJJUea vonrs su to do 
o l,nolr ~~n~g colour to Lhe idea, in the uative miutl, th:tt Ilon o-kono- is stil; 

l~cy a ~~t e p•eeo of Chiua. IutleeJ that it is :m,vth iJJg bu t wlu~ it l~ts. c\·or 

u, an what we trn,;t it will continue evermore to he, tmmcl . ·t f· .. . 
A ,·erv lar"e . 1 . I . . J, · 10;} po1t. 

. o , am coust:mt y •ucreasuw, proportion of the . I L' 
this C 1 C "' Jll ut Jtants of 

o ouy :tre rowu Teu:wt.s of Our ·\Io ·t G ... · . ~ . . 
V1 · •· ~ 1 .tclou, .. ,tn·creJgr: ~neon 

c rom.l, uudor long lease:; IIJO><tlv f . 999 . .. . . . . 
saviurr I ' . _. . ' • .Ol ·' c.us, eqrl!ndcnt t.o freehold 

"' t Jc s ub.J e<:tJtm to Ct·o wu reut wl . ·h u . . ' 
"fee . I " , He cpn ves us of I be ferLther of 

!lllllp o. A~ tcuaut~, we ban; matle mau v aud pl·cssilw lt])Jilict t' f 
~ome htntllord's improvement~ No . . '- "r I :· .o , L lOll:; or 

· • "' Ill lue u ne~s of tunc •t 1 Ll d 
accomplished steward, with fnU cretlenthls lt·t . be ' . JO e au 

t ' .. , • •"' en ~out out to sec iuto 0 
mu ter:;, n.ud report thercon. What has his Lortlsbip soon of t 'te , J - I nr 

I uOI 0 OpllleiJt 
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of the c:;tate which has Leen committed to our care ? H :wc we, as coloui :>ts, 

done credit. tu our hriugiug up? H ave we ueen successful? L et us !!ee. 

fJ(tter.-Wc Lta,·e a s ufficient ~upply of thirteen ga!lon:; pe r head, per 

diem, for our popula tion of n,u \Jnt tw,) hundred and fifty thousand soul;;, 

during the dry ~ea:>on of the y ea r, and much more during the mius, nml uo 

uett,lll' water i:; to be fonud any where. lloads.- Thc XorLhern sidu of the 

l sla!Hl b con:rcll with the~e, awl auy of equal quality and condition are 

seldom found. When t he promise1l " ,Jubilee H.oad" is completed, I th ink 

we sh:Lil hold tlw palm for thesu pnulic work:;. Seawall.-Wbe t·e can u 

~a mple be fl)und w ma tch the three mile:; now in cour,;e of completiou? For 

m:\ terial and worknmnship it mny well cmnparo wiLh t he Thame~ EUlbank

meut. Our Dr!J Docks- arc c:~pable of :-tccommotlating the larges-t ships o.fl ont, 

and li!we IJeen coustrnctetl especially to meet tbe requirement,; of the H oyul 

N u.vy. In very few yards, allll only in exceptional cases, can work IJe better 

uoue :u home, aml iu no plnce can it be done more chea,ply. Trado follow :; 

the price list, a s w e ll a s .tbe flag, ant!, as t\ consequence, the Dock Compauy 

is always full of profit:tblc work. Sltipping.-I helie\'6 llongkoug is the 

third shipping port. in the world. The retnru:; for 1898 arc not, yet, 

published, but for l l:l9i the COIDUined tonnage Ol Ye~:<eJs arriving au•d 

outward hound was c lose npon :;ixteen million ton~ . Our passeuger tmtlic 

is five thousanJ pe r Jay throughout the year. The llm·bou1· of 'l-Iongkong_ 

is not only one of the m o:; t beautiful but ttbo one of the most capacious 

and hest pmtected anchorngos in th e worhl. I t is quite cxcept ion:d 

for any ~hip to lo;;e the o pporl1wity of anchoring in it, to a.,·nil of 

the abnutlance of supplic~; , :1ml otber adnmtagcs which· tile Colony 

rdiords. W e have [,mo, J'olice, mHl full !'l·otection for life ami property. 

J1u.nll s.--Of these there arc e ight, besides Banking Ageucie:<. The 

oldest two arc engaged in n. ,·cry extensi,·e a.nd w orld-witle lntsiucs~<; t he 

creLlit, re:>onrces and continued prosperity of t he local institu tion being simply 

unpa mllolc<l. Whilst r.h e rote of interest in India, ,Juriug the la~t year, has 

fluctnatetl hetweeu twelve and twenty-four per cent. pot· :munm, tile ntlue of 

mouey in H ongkong ha~ mrely ex~eeded six per cen t. ,1/am~factories.

Tbose for the refinement of sugnr s tnnd forth ns maguificent memori:ds to the 

success of lmsiuess knowle,lge, cnpitul and industry. 1 tr ust h is Lordship 

will find opportuuit.y for taking a run do1Yn Eas t, and inspeoting these 

model establisluneuts. .Our fl ourishing Rope manufactory stands ·as 11 
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most useful haudmnid and helpm:~te to t.he Hoya.l ~n,·y l\:1111 t.l10 ~lcrcantile . 

Marine. Our Coal s upply is almost fabulous, aud i~ constantly incrl'asiug. 

Many other manufactories, more or less importnut, arc growing np in our 

midst , each helping the other to snpply the uceli of the Colon_v itself and of 

tile world n.t large . Ou1· B uildings may be well described ns pnlntiuJ ; of 

Hospitals we lruve at preseut twelve, and others are projected. O nr W!tw·t·es 

and lVm·chouses are co-exteus ive · with the cuonnous rcquirem e11ts of 

our shipping; nnd a rc filled with 'all manner of Rtore~, both of fool! nnd 

material. H er l\>Iaje~ty's Docl1yard ar11l Arsenal are both well supplied. 

\\. e have L iglttiJtg Com pttuies, Ucean Cables, Elect1·ic Wires, T elep!to11e 

nnd Oil I nstallations. \\. e have Educational, B t:11evolcnt and lldigious 

establ ishmenl !i, Clubs, Tlteat res, and L iterar!J :)ocietirs. The Ann.IJ, rhe 

Nav!J and tbe Volunlerrs are well represent;cd, and their OIIicer,; :u~tl melt 

find ·he re a healthy 1md agreeable tempomry homo. A 11 tlri~ has 

grown up in fifty year~ . A rc we not entitled to ~·ncoumgcment? 

'Vhat we think that we mo:st require i~ to he IJrought into free nud 

closer business relnt.iou~ with the Chine~e Empire as a whole. Ou l'inter

course hitherto hail hceu nlmo~t entirely with the treaty port.;;, 1111,1 has 

extended very little beyond a narrow fri uge along the coast. W e want the 

interior to he opened to our trade and manufactures. All pn.rtie;; are united 

iu the opiuiou tlrnt the most pressing mate rial want of China i~ nlilwa!Js. 

The:>e are ausolntely IHlCCSsary fo r the pre~ernHiou of the status quo. They 

will he still more urgently required in tbe event of any dyuastic cll:tllge· 

The Chinese Go\·orument i,; unable to l~tlikl these, and the people arc 1111 will

iug. They mnst. he buil t w ith fore ig n enpit:d, and uy forcig11 :tgeucy. 

Your L onhohip i~< proL1~bl; not much di~appoit<tcd at fimling "tlt:\t tbo.: 

Chinese have uo :security to offer for the investmeut of capital iu this Empire. 

It io c\·cn pos:>i!.lc thar, w ith tho plethora of mouey in :Europe seckitrg 

i n,·e:;tmcnt, n cousiderabJe :rmouut mny be fortheomiug, e,·eH witlwut arn· 

rent aud t.angii.Jle ~ecuri ty . Thi:;, Lowc ver w ill, IIJO>"t likely, e111l in di:

uppoiutme nt. lf securi ty i:; required, it must be B ritish ; it can11ot be Chiuese. 

Hussia has fou nd n measu re of occupa t iou c~scu tial lo the ;;n.fety of lr t:r Jine. 

We sha ll fint! the same. En:m in E ngla ud, la tely, au inerca:;e of protectiYc 

s taff has heon r eq n.iretl to preYeu t traiu wrecking. A~ iu the ea:;<; of the 

last loan to China , it miglrt be well that two P owers ~lwultl nnite iu the oou

structiou of the first trunk line, aud eacL send a contingent in proportioo to 
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its interest, for safecomluct only. lt might Le wise, with the oo·vpcrar.iou, 

ns above, of tt principal European Power to assume the protec tion of ~t strip 

of territory ten miles wide.from Hougkong to Peking. Imlil\u troops wouhl 

serve tlJis pnrpo~e well. At the firs t., as many as eight men for cYcry mile 

of milway would likely be required. vYithin a short period \·ery consider

able reductions of this numuer might be found po!!siblc, ns the cost of thi11 

corps would have to.Ue provided out of the mi!ways' reYf> IHIC. Tbc rates 

would IJo raised or lowered, as the working might ue charnctcrisetl by Jis

ordcr or security. The milway woulu t hus IJecome a mighty regul:.lting 

power. Whilst fu ll of lHlmiration at the energy and research manifes ted hy 

Lord Charles Beresford, l Ltwe uot followed, with en tire coufidcncc, his 

Lordship's ingenious argnmeut~, nnd t.Lc important changes which he m! vo

cntc~. At the sume time this mission cannot he without it:; ntlue in that it 

has uronght the Far Ensteru commuuities iut{l closer touch with our country

men at Home. I wish that. it were an essential comlition of membership of 

our two Houses of llarliament, t hM every one hml made at least one tour 

aroomt.! the world. We shall all wa tcb witb deep interest the results of this 

missiou ; and iu concl n~:~ion I ueg leave t.o propose a hearty nud unanimous 

vote of thanks to Lor'd Charles Beresfortl for the time aml s trength wllieh 

bu llus devoted to it. (Loud applause.) 

llr. THOS. JACKSox.-I have g roat pleasure in seconding the Yote 

of thanks proposed uy :;\lr. Sha.rp. I th ink WC all owe a debt of 

gratitude to Lord Charles 13eresfonl for going :so thoroughly into 

thi::s question. His L ordship has been good enough to locate himself 

in u temporary office next door-the Hongkong and ~haughai Bnuk-auu 

I eau assure you, from per:;on:ll ousen·atiou, that Lord Charles has 

uut eateu the bread of idleness tlnri.ug hi,; ~tay iu Hougkong. Oc

casionally his Lordship has askoJ me questions, uut he mig ht have 

saved himself the trouble, for he knew pt·ett.y well the nuswer::; to all the 

questions _tbat were put. Lord C'bnrlcs is a thorough advocal.o of the 

open 1loor, •~ fair fiel<l and no fa vour to all those who come to tratlc with 

China, mul not only that , he .wants a wcil-or,tercd house insiJc. He ha::; 

pointed out. the remedy-he want;; the country properly policeJ, u standing 

army, r.IJe retrenchment of the puLlic fnQds, which ought lo ue well spout. 

(Applau~e.) Thero wa::; one t4ing wo most of all rejoice at, and that iil 
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England is no longer regarded as tbo great selfish, big bully of the world 

wanting 0\'el·ytbing for herself. Euglnud is the first grent mnonfnet.urin..,. 

cou.ntry, with n great Lleal of capi t-al at bor disposal, more perhaps than th: 

ordmtLry s hare, ami she has naturally to seck foreign marke ts. Now, other 

countries h:we increased their capi tal nnu come to the front n.s mnnufact.urin"' 

powers, notably America, Germany and Japan, and they iLre seekiua outlet: 

for their capital ant! rn:Lnnfnctnres. I regard t.hat fact ns a very 
0

material 

factor. These four nations, banded together to secure the open door, may 

not succeed for the moment, but that they will do so ultimately I am firmly 
couvinoed. (LouJ applause.) 

Lord CHARLES BERESFO rm, in replyiug, again urged the necessity for 

courteous treatment to the other Powers in China. He thanked the meetin"' 

cordially for the manner in which they had rccei>eJ Lis mission. "' 

The CnAIRUAN' then rose and called for three hearty cheers for Lord 
Obnrles Beresford. 

These wore cnthnsia.stically given, with one cheer more, and the pro
ceedings terminated. 
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FORTNIGHTLY CURRENT EXCHANGE AND BULLION QUOTATIONS DURING THE YEAR 1898. 
- ---

On London Prb•ntc Docu· 

Bnnk, Tcle:.:r:tllhic Credits, mentary, 

QVO'l'ATlOKfi. 4- months ' Trnnsfcrs. i months ' ~months' 

s ight. s ight. ,;ight. 

On 
! Goltl (i<tl tl 

011 On Clea n 
I•'rancc, Bombay, Calcutta, 

Bar 
~,rcce. :UexiClllt ll:ll'8, J.caf, 

-lmouths ' Silver. HS JOU 
sight. 

Demand. Demand. Dollars. tom· h. touch . 

--- .. --· ---- --------- - ------- ·- - --- - - ---- - -- - ------ - -- ---- - --

' 

ortn ight cmling l :lth .Jallllrtl'~-, . ........ 1 ;I 1-f,; I J11 i 1 /11~ 1/11 ~ . 

no. do. 27th .Janua1·y . ... ... ... lflO}~ 1 / 1 0~ l ilt 1/11 ~ 
F 

1-'cs. 2.48! .:R& uq . .Rt;. 1H~ 9 ~ % pm. s~% pm. "i\ <J6 pm. $.i :?.!IO $0-!.7:\ 

r 'cs. 2.42 R& 142~ -Rs- H2~ 8i " 
8 • s;;n.:?;; $:15.05 ' ~ T•; " 

Dn. Llo. lHth f chmnry,. ..... Ill 0-f,T 1/ IOt I i lO~ I i lO! l!'cs. V!8 ll8- HO Rtr 140 8~ t:J. I ~5·t ; o $5H.2.l 
" • ,. :! " 

n ••. tlo. ;,th :Mnrch, .. ........ 1/IOf~ 1/9k l JIOf 1 /10~ 1-'cs. 2.34! -lls- 13li~ R& 1:!6i 8 , . 'il " 
J. 

" " $55.:l0 $ii7.00 

] :o. un. 1 !ltb ~1:\rch , ........ l flOy',; 1 '!Cl;\ 1 fl0~ Jj10i l<'cs. 2.37 Rs 139 .]to;. 139 •t " Gf " 
1 ., $.i .J.SII $ii6.50 

On. tln. ~1itl .\.pril, . .. . ....... 1/10-r'\; 1 / 1 0~ l j lO~ lj l O~ Fcs. 2.37! Rs- 140} .Jls- HO~ -· (i~ 1 S•H .I U $0H.2il j :i " " 

llo. tl•l. Jllth A p t·il, .. ... . . .. ... 1 ;u1f.: l}JI)A 1 / 10~ l flO~ Fcs. 2.38~ .Jl&. 139 ll8- 139 ;~ " liJ ,. 1~ ., $•i ·I.GO $.ili.:?:J 

Do. d o. :10th April, ... .. .. .. . .. 1/ lliH 1 , 10~ 1 il~ l flt Fcs. :!.4~ Rs- 141 .Jts. 141 'i j 
" fit " 

~ ~ • t . S54.'i0 s:. r. .2:, 

lll, , tin. Hth ?flay , ... .. . .. ... 1jl 01".; IJ!flt 1fl0l 1 / 1 0~ 

])(, , tin. :!8th !llny, . ... ...... . 1/1 Oior 1/ lOt I IIOi 1 f l O~ 

Fcs. 2.S9} .Jl.s- l :lH~ .ns- 139~ 7} 
" 

li'· p s:>4. 7u $ /)6.2.j 
~ 

,, • " 
J:o'cs . 2.38~ .ns. 139~ ·Rs- 139~ ~~ ti' ')t $53.9.i ~al i.OO ' ·'- " 

., 
" -· " 

Uo. 1!0 . 11th June, .... . .. ..... 1;'WH ] I !\}~ 1/11 1/llk l~cs. 2.42 -Rs- H2~ ll& 142? 7~ " 
q. 

" 2! " 
$53.00 $:Jo.00 

Po. •lo. 2~t h Jnne, ..... ...... - l fl lytr l flt 1 /ll ~ 1/11 ~ Jt'~ . 2.46 .&- Ho~ -Rs- 145! 6i " 0.\ " ~ " $:i3.l::i ,·;;t .oo 

) J. •. do, !lth .hlly, ... .. ........ 1;'11 l'tr 1/11 ! f ll ~ 1;'1 1.~ P'cs. 2.46 -Rs- 1413! ·R& 14.6! j 

" fit " 
:} " $ii2.!l~ $5U i0 

Jlo. do. 2:ln1 J uly, .. ..... . . ... 1:'1 If;; l f ll i 1 :'11 ~ 1/ll i lt'cs. 2.47 Rs- 145 Rs· 14ii 7 
" 6i " t $.i3.15 $.H.75 

" 

Do. d o. 6th Angn~t, ········· 1fl ly',; 1 ,'10~ l ;'llt l j l l ~ Fcs. 2.14! R& 1Ht -Rs- IH! 7~ " 6i " :} $5:!.15 S·1·l.7i> ,, 
. 

1in a 
l' o. !lo. 2Uth August , .. . -... ~· 1 111T~ 1/11 ~ 1,111} 

n o. do. l\1'1 September , . ..... l j11 ~. 1 /11 ~ 1/11~ ljll~ 

Do. do. 17th ~cptcmher, ...... IJll yi;- J!ll·} 1 / 11 ~ l fll~ 

l;"cs. 2.47 R s· u;;~ Rs- U5~ 8 "' I s;;:u;; sr.u.; ,. f .( ., " 
Fcs. 2.47 -R5- 14ii! -Rs· H5} 9~ " 8~ " 

( .1 , . ~ ,, - 1 ~-! - o • " ~·J- .,;) ""' , ;) 

l•'cs. 2."18~ ·Rs· 145~ -Us- H:>~ !I} 8~ ' ~- 2 .,, I ~- Q --
" " .. " 

·~ ·) . .... .. .,.oh>.l ,> 

!lo. <l o. 1st Octohcr .... .... . 1/11 ~ .... 111 1"- 1/11 ~ 1j l1 /. . ~ 

Do. do. l ~th October, .. ....... 1/1 p·~ 1/IOi 1/lll lfll ~ 

Do. do. :!9th October, . ...... .. I !liT'.; 1/ll -ttr 1 jJl.~ 1/11 ~ 

l•'cs. 2 .50~ -Rs- l!i Us· Hi 9t " B! ,. }•. 

" 
f:;;t.; u S:i:l.!lO d 

FcH. :!.4!j R t>- 143~ -Its- H3~ !)~ " 
'81- 1 s· ·> g-l ···l-) " 

,, .) ...... •J ::5 ·J· . •JI 

l<'cs. 2.494 -Hs- 145 -lls· H .; 10 
" 

9 ,. J.l s:.2.10 ~:; 1 . :!~ • " 

Do. tlo. 12th ~o\"cmbcr . . . .... 1/11-rt 1/lly',r l flli 1ill a Fcs. 2.»0! ·R& HG~ -Rs- 146~ 10 ., ~ · . ' " 
I ~ 

·I " 
$.):l .20 s:;:t 1.; 

n o. do. 2tlth ~ovcmbcr, .. . . .. 1/11 -{';; 1;' 11"1'\r 1/ lll 1/1 lk Fcs. 2.50} Us· Hli! Rs· Htl~ 1U 
" !! ~ 1} $.".1 .9~ $:;:tan 

" 
, 

n o. eh•. l 01h Decembe r, .. . . .. 1 /1lr~ l j l ll"-r 1/111 11/1i Fcs. 2.:i\} RI>- J.J.(j ·R!!· l.fti IOk " 
() I 2 s:.t.l'l'' ~.i il.I O · :r " 

,, 

])o. tio. 2 lth Dccem1Jcr, ..... . 1 /11~ 1 /11~ 1/liH 2i0-h Fcs. ') . ., Rs- l4i _.o .. fur Hi l Ot .. :1 ' ~· " 1! ,. $:il ,tj0 ~ :J :l.OO 

I 
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THE HARBOUR MASTER'S REPORT. 

HARBOUlt DEPARTliENT, 
HoNGKONG, 22ml Feb1·1tary, 1899. 

Sm,-1 have the honour to forwnrd the Annual Report for this Depart

ment for the year ending 31st December, 189S. 

SHll'PlNG. 

1. The total tonunge entering and clearing :~mounted to 17,265,780 tons, 

beilw rut increuse compared with 1897 of 1,327,606 tons, and over three-
o • 

quarters of a million tons more than in any prevwus year. 

There were 39,815 arrivals of 8,648,271 tons, and 39,814 departures of 

8,617,506 tons. 
Of British oee:m-going tonnage 2,597,3·12 tons entered, and 2,580,187 

ton~ det~reJ. 
Of River Steamers (British) 1,765,495 tons entered, and 1,762,624 tons 

cleared, ma king a grand total of British tonnage of 8,705,648 tons entering 

and clearing. 
Of For~ign ocean-going tonnage 2,273,87 1 tons entered, and 2,267,289 

tons cleared. 

2 99 • t d And 2,931 tons cleared, Of Foreign l·{iver Steamer~ ' , ~ tons en ere , 
ma king a grand total of Foreign t.onnage of 4,547,085 tons enteri ng ami 

clearing. 
Of Junks iu Foreign trade 1,814,218 tons entered, and 1,812,470 tons 

cleared. 
Of Junks in Local trade UH,29l tou,; ent~::red nnd 192,00:l tons clmued. 

Hrit.ish Ocenu-going tvntmge tht>ref"orc ret~:eseutetl 29.9 ~ · 
R. :20.4 %· 
\.lVC I' ~, ~' ,, o 

~' . . ~().:~ 0% · 
_Forl\igu (Jecau·go~ng ,, ,, ~' 

., Ri,·er , , " .O;l %· 
:21.0 ., . 

,Juuk tonua~~ (Fvreign trade) " lo 
2.:! %· , (Local t m do) , 

't. ;),;l!j Stelmwr~, 221) ~ailing ye,;,;cl~, all'.! :29,4.66 junh in Foreigu 

trade, culcrcJ llnriug the yc:t.r, giYiug a, dni ly avcr[tge of 96 l" e~,;c\:i a:; agnin,;t 

!)3 iu 1897. 
For :Enropcnn-cou,;t.rnctc,[ 1·eescb tho tLYcl't\gc daily eutry wonld Le 15.1 i 

a:; ;tgniust 13.();3 in 1897, aud of the ~lcumcrs rtrriYing mu:z per cent. were 

llril bh . 

[ Ul J 
~- A comparison bet,veen the years 1897-1 898 is sho"'n in the follo\\~

ing Table:-

Comparati-ve SILipping Return for t!te Years 1897 and 1808. 

1897. 1898. IschmAsE. DECREASE. 

------------1----------- -------------------
- .. - .- --·---f~hip~. Tonnage. ·S~1i ~s. 'l'on~1ge. :':hip_: To:'nage. ~hips. :Tonnage. 

l~ntJ~h, . ..... . ... . ... ~,783 ~-2~~.71i6 :·~·>fi s,zo~,G~~ . M:J 4.,r,,s~2 ... 1 . .. 
fore1gn, ........... . 1 .~, ! Gl il,8oa,833 3.602 i ,o{,,08o \ .Ul G8 1,2o:! •. . • .• 
JunksinForeign( .:7803 "aH1?9" is936 +-1:1G'>r.~ --~, i 1131 J85,4ii!l ; Trade, ..... .. .. I t' ' ~ , , ... o ., ,. , , .... u, ,.> j ' , 

,------- -------------
Total, ...... Gi,747 15,5G1i,8!14 69,994- l6,1S79,4S7, 2.247 1,313,593 ... .. . 

! I . 
Junks iu l .ocal \ i 9 - ·'6 3- '> "80 9 G"' 3 'G 293 8 Tmdc, ,., . ....• ! ~ ,o. •-,~ '·>·> ~' • • I 9 H ,Ol3 

Grand Total, ... H ,29i ! lo,938,17·1 79,6"-i[j 17,26"5,;ao i :!,3SGil,il27,1iOG --.. -. - --. . -.-_______ __.;. ____ . ____ ! _ _ _ 

~ET'r, ..... . ............ . ...... . . : ~,336 !1,327,6oal .. . 

• Including 18,068 Conset·vancy and Dust Bo;~ts mc1snring i 01,2H tons. 
t Including 18,700 Conservancy and Onst Boa tw mcnsuring 409,840 tons. 

-!. For vessels under the British flag this table ~how :; IL la rge numerical 

increase, but a comparatively small to11tmge iucrease (G73 ve~scls of 436,882 

tonl:l) . Thi ~ is accounted for by un inerea:;c in small s teamers ntnnipg to 

~Ineao n.nu C:t.uton an1l tho West River Port~, amounting to 759 vessel:> ''iu 

and out" measuring 1·!3,398 registered tons, and at the snme time a decrea~e 

in lorcha~ on the ~awe routu of 2.'5i \"Oii~cls of 12,896 t ons, th e balance, viz., 

502 vessels of 130,.j0:2 tons, reprc:scut~ iltc incn:a~e in the River tra,Je anrl 

thi~, being deducted from the Jigun:s giYen aho,·e, leaves :t. tolaltxclusivcly 

iu favour of or:cau-;{ning- traJiic tlllllcr tl1c llrit i~h tlug of l i I ve:-::>eb "iu :wd 

0111," aggreg;atiug 30G,:Jti0 tuu ~, or an a\·entgo of :dJOlll I ,HOO tou ~ per ,-e~sel. 

For vc~~ols llll!lc t' Forcigu . flag:; there i~ a snl•:;lnutia[ iucreaso on!r 1897 

(4-:1.1 vcs~els HH:as~u · ing ti ::l 1,:l5:2 rt·g:i~tcrc:d ton~ ), of t hi ;.;, two " ·e:;t Hi,·er 

steamer!; repre:;en l ~I vc~:;els aud .i,925 tou-;, :uu[ ti1c [ore has take another 

1,121 Loll:;. T 11kiug- l ho~u t\1"0 itclll» into accouul , a ],aJauco i:> fol.tll•l in 

fa,·out· of ocean-goiug traffic under Furei~n tlags, of a:,g n.:ssels repwscntiug 

674,20() rcgis tei'C!I tou:;, or th i:; halauee the Y03~el:; lllll1er the ,Jnpanes~ flag 

coutrilluted tL e lnrgcHt :>hare by 177 ve:;:;;els measuriug 406,179 tons about 

oue-half of which, or 52 vessels of 196,968 tow;, goee to the eredi t of the 
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"Nippon Yusen J{aisl.ul" (European line) and 25,426 tons to the three uew 

Pacific Liners, the halancc of increase under this fl :tg was made up by out

side steamers attracted by the enhanl!cd freights on coal and r ice in the fir~t 
half of the year. 

Next in orJer cotne vessels umler the German flag; after deducting the 

lorcha trade which has droppeJ out altogether, and those ohl friends who 

have left us, we still have an increase over 1897 of 39 vessels of 144,889 

tons. The new steamers of the Hamburg-American Line are the chief 

contributors to Lhis increase, the first of these steamers arrived here in M:ucl• 

a111l at the end of the year Lhoy are credited with 34 vessels "in and out" 

representing 116,670 tons. Nine new ships under this flag also calleJ here 

during the year representing in the aggrog:\tc ' 'in and out" 25 vcssel!'l and 

2:2,044 ton~, in these last were comprised 3 coal hulks en 1·oute for Kinochow 

and 3 cruiser:; for the C hineso Go,·crnment. 

The Norwegian flag shows an increase of 12.'> n~ssels of 88,899 ton ~, 
made up chiefly by 11 new steamers allll the return to these waters of some 

of the older vessels which were away in 1897. 

The American tlag contributes to the incrcuse:30,7'i~ tons, chiefly owil•g 

to the chartered trn.nsports which culled here after the f:tll of Manila, and to 

the adoption by the Northern Pacific Co. of American nationality. 

Danish colours ~ivo an iucre:tse of 15,641 tous, 1ltte to the:·ships of the 

E ast Asiatic Co. which culled here first in l\iny a.nd eontinuctlllnring the 

year. 

The Chinese tlag showed au increase of 12,L.m tuns. 

The Swedish tiag ~lescrt Oll us ,]miug tile year, tak ing :\lumt :2-!,000 tou:;, 

ami other uutioualitic:> call for uo special rcnunk~. 

5. T he actual uumher of :.h ips of European cou~trnc tiuu- exclu:;ivc of 

Hi,·cr steamer:; -which entered the Port in 1898 was Mi6, heiug :239 Brit.i:;h 

a u!l 317 Foreig n, rhe:;e entered in the aggregate :1,5G4 time;.: gidug tL tot:tl 

touuage of 4,871,21 :3 tous; iu 1897 the ship:; umnherctl ;59'2 ami the pu t ric~ 
3,4:27; iu 1!;96 the :~hips were 5'iH aut! the entries a,:2l:!.j; the total touu:•gc 

in 189G was ·1,4tl7,767 ami iu 1~97 it was 4,369,563 . The fcn turc in 18HS 

i ::; that fewer ships made morcirequont rcturus and gave" huge iurrea:>e in 

tonnage. 

Flag. 
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STEAMERS 

l __ s _hi.,....ps_. _ 
No. of times 

entered . 

1 1897. 1898. -18-97-. ,-18-9-8. 

---~- ·--!--
British, · . ... · •.. ... ... . 

1 

281 203 ,. 1,605 11,690 I 
Belgia.. n, . . . . . .. . . . . .. . . . . . . 1 1 
AmerJCau, ....... ... .. . ! 4 11 J "21 ! 19 
Austrian, ....... . ....... j 10 t) 97 1 2 • 
Chinese, . ...... ......... 14 2.1 1gs 21~ 
Dauisb, . ............... J .'5 7 72 68 

• Dutch, .................. ! 1 5 4 6 
French, . . .. . ........... 19 20 144 157 
German, . . .. ... . . . . . .. .. 80 !:!7 669 695 
Hawaiian,. .. ....... ..... 2 2 3 5 
Italian,.... ..... . .... . .. . 3 2 13 1.~ 
J apnnesc, •. . . . . . . . .... •. 51 60 152 240 
Norwegian, . . .... ...... 28 36 142 204 
Russian, . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 4 1 5 1 
Spanish, .. . ........... .. i 3 3 4 3 
Swed ish, .... . . .. ....... j 1 : 12 

, I ·---·-- - --~ 
Total, ........ .... ! 506 , 

I ! 
468 3,071 3,338 

SAILING VEHSELS 

I Ships. No. of t imes I 

I entered. 
Flag. ! 

, 1897. 189~. 

Total T onnage. 

1897. 1898. 

2,390,078 2,545,05.) 
... 2,174 

37,886 39,793 
66,594 66,159 

255,619 262,613 
35,112 4:3,045 

3,288 8,839 
169,547 175,227 
805,694 881,094 

7,100 11,696 
18,913 18,99u 

299,6:58 ! 502,618 
144,175 18H,213 

14,585 j 3,427 
2,166 1,200 

11,868 I 

4,262,283 4,750,148 

T otal T onnage. 

1897. 1898. 1897. ! 1898. , 

- I _ _ I _ ____ 
--- - - -

British, ....... .... . ...... . 39 36 240 ll.'i 48,996 52,287 
American, ············· 30 32 ga 50 38,981 
Danish , .. .. ..... . .... .. .. ' I 1 I 

44,233 

French, . .. ... ............ ; 
1 . 5S6 382 

1 1 
German, .... ....... . . .. : 

1 1 1,235 1, 11 4 

H .. I 9 10 13 51 12,961 1(),918 
a.wanun. . ............ 1 2 1 2 1,156 

Italian, ................... · l 1 1 
2,159 

Norwegian, ..... .. ..... i 
1 794 I 794 

... ;~ . .. 3 i 2,398 
Russian, ........ ... ... .. 1 

I 
. .. 

... I 
Siamese, .. ... . ....•.... 

... ... I -171 
2 1 3 1 1,621 

Spanish, . . . . ...... . ..... 
, :w9 

1 2 I ... ... 600 . .. . 
Swedish, ••.•. · .. . ...... . 1 

_ · ·_· 1_ 1 
... 350 I . .. 

- ------
T otal, .... .. . ... .. 86 88 i 356 

! 
226 107,280 

I 
121,065 
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9 401 Bri tish officers and 44 foreigners 
The 239 British ships carrietl _, 

n,s follow~ :-

···•· ·· · ......... ......... 2,401 British, ... .. ... ......... '~ 
German s, ........... .... .......................... . 

Americans, ······································· 
D11nes, ......................................... ... : 

Swedes, ·· ····· · ·· ·· ··· ··· ···· ···· · ··· ······ 
A.ustrinn, ............... .......................... . 

l'ortuguese, ·· .... • .. . ·· · ........ · ... "· · · • .. · ·"" 

N orwcgiu.ns, ............... ........ ~ .. ............ . 

P ole, ············································· 

8 

19 

3 

4. 

1 

4 

4 

1 

T otal, .... .. ............... 2,445 

l f 1 H% compris in"' 8 nationni-The proportion of Foreigners w:ts t .~ere ore . o , 

ities, a decrease of .2%, with fewer ships. 

. 068 ffi f whom 235 were British, 
The 317 Foreign ~hips earned 2, o ' cers, o 

as follow::! :-

Japanese, ..... ... ............................ ..... . 119 

Chinese, .............................. ............. .. 

French, .... .......... ................ .. .... .. ...... . 

Dlttcb, . . . . ............ . . ...... . ..... .... . .. ... . ...... . 

American, 

Hawaiian, 
·········································· ..................... ......... ............. 

95 

10 

8 

2 

1 

Tota1, ...... ... ............ 235 

. f B .t.lsllcrs in foreio-n vessels was therefore 11.3%, 
The proport,ton o rl · " • . 

d
. t-'1 ted undet· six difierent heatls, an incrf'~'tse on 1897 of .5Jo, With an 
IS ll m 1 · 41 % as 

' · h' (o r 13.8°%)· Chinese vessesca.rrymg 2 o 
increase of 44: I! oretgn 5 'P5 

a"ainst about 3% in 189i. 
0 

Of the crews of the British ycssels-

19.3% were Britisbers. 

LO% , other Europeans. 

i9.7/. " 
Asiatic~. 

[ 1.55 ] 

Of the crews of Foreign vesscls-

2.0% were Britishers. 
26.6% ,, other Europeans. 
71.4% , Asintics. 

Taking the total of entries nnd <lep11rtures, the average crew of British 

ships was 57, of which 20% were Europeans, and for Foreign ships 47, of 

which 28.6% were Europeans. 
TRADE. 

7. The yea.r 1898 was marked by a large deal in rice and coal and by 

the introduction of the t-rade in Bulk Oil from Lang knt (S umntra) . 

A demand for rice iu Jnpan createtl a market which was largely avniled 

of, aml the returns for the fir.-.t half of the 'year show t!tnt 469,000 tons were 

reporte<l by ships cn tcl'iug, which wo.,; over 100,000 tons more than during 

the whole of 189i, and of which the bulk was en 1'0'Ule for J apan. The 

import continued in a lessened degree during the second half and at the end 

of the yP.ar 747,000 tons had been report.e<l, being more than double what i t 

was iu 1897. 

Coal in the first half yeur showed an incre,,sc of 120,000 tons and by 

the end of the year 817,967 tons had been reported a~ nrriviug, being an 

increase over 1897 of abont 36%. 

Bulk oi l, which made a large stride iu the first half year, fell off in the 

secot1d half, but the year shows an increase of 19,580 tons. Cnae oil was 

practic1~lly the same ns in 1897 . Sug ar and flour shown considerable increase, 

and the Import Heturn closes with a nett incrense OYer 1897 of fi45,428 tons 

of cargo reported. 

I n expor ts, a nett increase of 552,072 tons . of Europcnn-constructecl 

shipping reported an increase of 137,979 t.ons of cargo. 

The tmnsit return gives an increase of 16i,860 tons. 

There can be no uenes.'l it.y for me to ag.~iu refer t.o the fact that we arc 

entirely depentlent for the abo,•e figures on gratuitous information compiled 

together without any special staff or machir11~ry. 

li. {J,;ing the classification a<lopted in prel'ions years wo find that tlto 

total import trade of 1898 was represented hy 3.5,00•3 vessels aggregating 

8,4•>3,9!:'3 tons, carrying 5,958,4f).') tons of cargo, of which :J,938, 143 ton11 

wcre- ili~charged in Ho~g~ong. 
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·------. - I 

C' T ONS. - I CorNTRT. _"_mPs.l Dt s- I N 

---=-- _C flAUGF. I>. I' Tr:ANI\1'1'. 

- ----(-.:r-.A-;s I~-- -- -- - - j 

Canndn, ......... . .. · .. . .. ·.. 17 I 
Cnpc or Gonrl Hope, ... ... . .. .. .. I 
Cont.ine rrr. of Enrope, ............ ! ~ ;: 
Great. Rrit:tin, ... ... .............. · 
:\-'Inn ritins, ........... ...... ....... .. ! 1 
~antlwieh ll'latul~ ........... .. . .. · 2 
South Atnerica.J . ............ . . ·· ·· ·· !.! 

124 United Stutc$, ..................... ___ _ 

,j(),2;i:-l 
l ,!i9~ 

27H,ill 
416,:177 

9R.'l i 

2,tifi i 
l ' 463 

270,:W4 , 

12,726 1 

I 

8 -! ,.57 0 i 
233,.)2H 

1300 1 
l,!-100 

961 
188,173 

41!3 l ,022,:159 : 522 ,-~<3H 

CLASS I T. ,---

An;:tra lin a nol ~ew Zenh~n,l, ... 
1 

5~ I 
India autl Strait~ Settlement~, .... , ~I', 
.Japan, .. .. ... : .... .. .... ~... ... . ... ;;()~ 
,Ja,·ri. n rH! Imlra u Arcl~r.pelngo, . . . 

1 

1 1 
North aut! ~onth P aerfie,.. .. .. .. . 3 
Hu !<~in in A:;in, ........ · .. .. .. .... .. II 

69,5:33 
:>9a,4s 1 
n 11,f1·H 
I .>~,981) 

1.614 
l4,(i01 

42,791 
2 I ;),;~(il~ 
77 l ,fi1 H 
21>0, 159 

70 
I ,640 

! -;9~-- ~ l .Q-!4,059 1,371 .646 

CI..\ss JJJ. ,- . 

I H 19,:!-12 · North Borneo . .... . .. . ... · ....... · · . • 
Coast of Chin a . . ...... .. . .. ... .... .. ! I ,~0-~ 1.356, .>97 
C 1. • C' l · : :.2o . 24.5,9.)6 ocuJII· till a, ........ · · ·· ...... '"! ' 

23,~40' 
ll:l9,236 
:l-!4,()10. 
~7,03.) 1 , I 11~ , s:l,436 F ormo~a, . · .. · ........... · .... .. ·.. ... 

1 Kiauchow, . .................. .. .... , - ~ l,OOJ 
1

, • OW' 
16" 169526 .. .. , , - ~· -Philippine r~Ja.ncl~, .. ............ );) ,. 2 I 

J·I ,· tt'tt!tn and Gnlf nf Touquiu, . .. :!9 1 209,.-'i-11 2.')8,4 Bi 

32:3,3::!8 
486,737 

103,3 j;J 

913,43~ 

::!8.603 
179, 179 
~ 12,7H3 

l tl,Ol2 

160 

42G,204 
i -1,505 
2,655 

l l ,384 
:16,400 
16,9!!9 ) I 0 I •) 14 40 l 33~1.3/t' i Sia_m. ...... ............... ... ... ... ... :. - ./ () .~ j '> >OO' 

\-Veih:riwr.i, .......... .... ... .. . . .... ~ 3'0~~ I .. ~·( : .. 
~faeao, .. ........ ............ ... .. . .. I ' I--___ . _! __ _ 

CLA:r;S IV. 

16~.7691 

. 2,232 I 2,30-! .79.) I I ,329,6161 568.1 -17 
I I • ---- -

1
- i I 

I I 
fliv,~ r Stea.mcr",- C a. u. t 0 n, } 11.975 , l.itiH,-4H9 l 

"''"'""'\ W" t lhm, . - i I - ---

549,6.i -~ 
I - _____ , ___ _ 

. !1.93K, 1-1:{ I ::!,020,322 

Cr.A~~ V. I , 
Junks in Forr.il!n T mde . .. . ...... , 2~,4~~~ 1 ,8 14,281 

T OTA r. ....... .. .. .. ... ... 3;),0().') R,4.'):1,9R:l 
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Similarly, the exporL tl·a·le of 1 8!)8 was reprcstJntetl ll_r 34,9~~ ve~seb, 
aggregating 8,425,50·1 tons, carrying 11,006,47! tons or cargo, and shipping 
493,651 tons of bunker Coal. 

--·-~-----~--------------
C.U IG() . 

T ox:;. 

CLAss I. 

Caunt!a, ........ ...... .... ...... .. .... 21 5.J.,i';j9 
CnpeofGoodHove, ............. l 1,47·1 
Cout iueut of Europe, . .... .. ..... . 101 264.73~J 
Great Britaiu . .... . . ..... . . ... . . .... / 75 :WH,:l:l(; 

~outh America,...... .. . ....... ..... 6 .'i.29:l 

18,5 1;: 
!JOO 

7 4,376 
G.i,!i4':' 

!)()() 
.j, ;J()() 

:!10,170 

Maurit ius, .. . ..... .... ... . . . ...... ... I I ,5.~3 J 

United l:ita tes, •..... . .. ·· · ···· ~ · · ·· ~'--·-;_> 14~,;325 1 

:!~0 -~~·1,()79 ~ ------ I 
Cuss II. ------1------376,17:? 

Aus tmlia and X ew Zcala ml, .... ! 3~ I 
~~;·~:~,; ti· ~~~;;i·t·~ ·;,·~;~j~;;~~,·,~~·.· ·.· / ;o.

1 

u

1

: I 
J apan, ... ..... ...... ..... ... .... ... .. 

1

. v 

Jnvn and Iudian Arclripdago,. .. ,j .! . 
Xort ~J :~nu S(~uth Pac ific, ......... , G 
Hussra 111 As m, .. ....... .. ... . ...... · J 3 

82!1 

58,60:1 
7H;l 

:li0,799 
937,il2.> 
~8,07:3 

:?,342 
I4,:Mo 

1,472,::!7-.l 

37, i uo 
1 ,i!OO 

:!f>4,fi3~J 

5ii l,l>42 
H ,:?50 
1,100 

2:!,,)l)O 

S92,.581 
CLASS H I. ---- ----

~ort.h lluruco, .............. 21 22,1-l± l 
Coast of China, ...... ..... . . ...... .. ; l,MI 1,71iS,i(i9 
Coclrin-Chiua ................. . .. .. 1 :?39 1 :?84,3H:! 
Formo~u . . ............ · · .. · · .. .. · • · · · · :!H I :2-:!,0(iH 
Kiaochow, .. . ............. ....... .... ~ H JO,i-17 
Kwauchanwau, . ................... . / J lOO 
l'h ilippine l~luwl~, . .. . . . .. . .. . .. .. I 4 7 l 5:?,:!9ii 
H aiuan and Gulf uf Tonquiu, ... r ;J:?Ii 2-17,707 
~iam, ... . ............................. f 1 :lH 149, Li:? 
Weihai1n·i, . . ...... . ........ .. .. . .. . ·~ i,O l:! 
·u I- 23,3 '() 

3,7 l .:i 
•!90.608 

.)!J,fi5:! 
;};?,{j(j;J 

2,·i ;) ] 
1-ld 

(i.J..ti-:1.3 
1 ot.:;uo 1 
47, 112 

{j,(j()l) 

•i;9zo 

I 
I 

900 

19,9/).'j 
2,tHO 
... 
... 
1 ,2()3 

---- -
24,988 

;),150 
220 

-!t:,:!:Ui 
ti5,41H 
1 j , 150 

IGO 
1,665 

-
136,055 

- ·-·-
5,7.-50 

143,344 
4::!, 160 

;3,:!60 
I ,700 

36 
;;,_;,a oG 
:l.'J,(),j 7 
;!0,14 ! 

1.290 
812 I>H\CilO, . ........ • . .... . ....... . .. •• .. . 

1

. __ .,-, ·i_'_O'_ ' - -- ---'%-· 

·- - -
• '% :.?,G90,•j:?;-; 

CLA.,;S IV. - ----
81 1,31± 306,686 

River Stuamers,-C nut o n, I 
) Jacao a.ud \Ve~t. Hiver, . f 1•070 1,7Gi.i,5.5.'i 131,127 25,922 

C'r. ASS V. 

Junk:; i rr Forcigr1 T rade, . . . .. . . .. :!9,470 l,tH~,-173 765,2130 

TmAr., ... ..... .. ........ 3-:!,9!:!9 ~ 425 504: 3 006 474 J 493 651 
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Comparing the above with 1897 we get the gmtifyiug result that in 1898 

~he Import trade of the Colony wns iucreased from all parts of the .worltl, aaul 

t-hut this increase amounted in t.he aggregate to 659,833 tons of cargo dis

charged. Further, we find that, during t.he same period and by the same 

means, others were benefi ted also, for the cargo in tmu~ii was advanced hy 

167,860 tons. 

In Exports generally there wus au iucr6asc of 1,205 ships and 229,1.51 

tons of cargo. 

!1. During the year 11,0.58 vessel:> of European construction, aggregating 

13,252,733 registered tons, carried 8,143,656 ton:; of cargo made up as fol

lows:-
Import cargo . . ...... ............... ........ .. 3,388,48!1 
Export , .... .................... .. ..... .. 2,241,1 94 
Transit , ............ . .................... 2,020,322 
Bunker Coal shipped ............ .. .. ... . 493,651 

8,143,656 

The total numl1er of tons carried was therefore 61 % of the total regis

tered tonnage, or 80 /. exclusive of River ~teamer:;, and wns apportioned as 

follows:-

Imports,-

British Ship:;, ........... . ...... 1,939,956 
Foreign do., .. ..... . .. . ....... 1,448,53::! 

---- 3,388,489 

Exports,-

British Ships, . ........ ......... 1,196,.521 
Foreign do., ...... ............ 1,044,673 

2,241, 194 

Trausit,-

British Ships, .................. 1,189,460 
Foreign do., .. ... ..... ... ..... 830,862 

2,020,322 

Bunkel' Conl,-

British Ships, .. .. .. . . .. ........ 280,173 
Foreign do., ..... ............. 2 13,178 

493,651 

Total, ................ .. 8,143,656 
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T 1·ade of the Port of Hongkon,qfm· the Year ending 31st Deeember, 1898. 

TONS. 

Passengers 

Bunker Coal I T t 1 
Registered Carried. 

Dischllrged. Shippecl. In Transit. Shipped, 0 n · Tonnage. 

-------------------------

Passengers 

Bunker Coal I T t 1 Registered Carried. 
l Transit. Shipped, 0 n · Tonnage. 

-------------
No. of I 
Ship~ 

5,177,5291 

130,176 An 
92,296 De 

a 1,779,675 b1,071,162 1,18!1,460 255,017 4,295,314 47,278 En 

269,750 

5,177,5291 

130,176 Arr. 

1,18!1,460 255,017 4,295,314 
92,296 Dep 
47,278 Em. 

269,750 

llrit ish, ............. .. .......... ...... 1 3,602 

, ,541,160 l 65,802 An 
~9.51 1 De 

1.4H,04ii cl,038,905 830.862 212,712 3,521;,524 13,154 Rrr 

128,467 

, ,541,160 l 65,802 Arr. 

3,521;,524 
~9.51 1 Dep. 

830.862 212,712 13,154 Rm. 

128,467 

Forcil!n, .. ...... ....... ...... ........ : 3,iilt 

3,528,119 J. 
n7S,S!l1 Ar1 

d160,2Rl 125,31;!) ...... 25,456 311 ,0!16 565,554 ne 

I ---
1,144,445 

3,528,119 J. 
n78,891 Arr. 

...... 25,456 311 ,0!16 565,554 Dep 

I ---
1,144,445 

Riv<'r St.cnmcrs (131-itish), ..... .. 1 3,85-l 

no. (Foreign), ... .... 5,9251 

121 Ar1 

4,488 5,768 ······ 466 10,722 73 De' 
---

------'---- ·------
1!).1 

---- - ------
5,9251 

121 Arr. 

······ 466 10,722 73 Dep. 
---

____ i ____ , _ ___ 1!).1 

- ---

91 

13,752, '" { 

7H.9!JO Ar1 { 77<,900 A". 
,--, 

Tot:1l, ...... .... . IJ ,Oi\8 ,.3,388,489 fi,241,194 

-----------·---·-----------
Junks in Foreign Traclc, ......... 1 f158,91!6 lt549,654 i761>,280 

-----------

Total, .......... .. 1 G9,!l94 3,938,143 3,006,4H 

------- ------·----- - -----
Junks in J.oral Trncle, ............ 1 . 9,635 j139,597 8,789 

---------
Grand Tot.-:1, .. . ... \ 79,629 4,077,740 3,015,263 

a 2, I iiO tons of liquitl Fuel. 
, 2:1,1 0!• ,f (':! 0 I~Cl'•"inc. 

1 ~ ,G09 tons of Ten. 
'" ·~ ~. LJ(J , nf 1 i'luirl T• .. n,.1. 

li,GOO nf hn lk , 
I' H,217 , of cru:e 1\ero~ine. 

5,930 , of hulk , 
a fi,609 , of Ten. 

f 66.1126 ,. nf case K ~r·,.in!'. 
12,ii:JO , of bulk 

259,206 , of Rice. 

2,020,322 2,020,322 49:u.-.1 49:~.G.;J ~. I.J:l .ll5G ~. I.J:l .ll5G 
707;434 DeJ 707,434 Dep. 

13,252,733 60,432 Em. 60,432 Err 
---
1,1542,856 1,1542,856 

--- ------------- --------------------
~3,626, 7541 

120,795 Ar1 

...... ...... 1,:114,934 124,749 De 
----

245,544 

~3,626, 7541 

120,795 Arr. 

...... ...... 1,:114,934- 124,749 Dep 
----

245,544 
-------- - ----- ---- --- ------- ----------

16,sto,m { 

895,785 Arr 

2,020,322 493.651 9,45S,590 
832,183 De] 
60,432 Em 

---
1,7~8,400 

16,sto,m { 

895,785 Arr. 

9,45S,590 
832,183 Dcp. 

2,020,322 493.651 60,4-32 Em. 
---
1,7~8,400 

--------------------------
386,2931 

4,114 Ar1 

...... . ..... 148,386 3,577 De 
---

7,691 

386,2931 

4,114 Arr. 

...... ...... 148,386 3,577 Dep 
---

7,691 
----------------------------------

' 899,899 Arr 

11.705,780! 
83il, 760 Der 

2,020,322 493,651 !1,606,976 60,432 Km 

1,796,091 

' 899,899 Arr, 

11.705,780! 
83il,760 Dep. 

2,020,322 493,651 !1,606,976 60,432 Km. 

1,796,091 
----

----- I 

.11 lnclmlinJ? Conscn,ancy nnd Duo;(, £l<):IL' JS,itlO. louR 40!11840. 
!1 'J'cn 2,ilil8 ton~. · j Kerosme 23.9i!l tonti nnd 11 cn,cs. 
• Hicc :~ml l'ntldy 28•!.747 I on~. 
j J<:arth nnd Stones 134,6iifl ton•, 

1-' 

~· e.o 
~ 



I MPORTS. 

E u iWPEAN-CONSTR UCTED VESSELS. 

1897. I 1898. I ncrea:>e. Decrenl:lc. 

No. I Tounnge. No. TomHtge. No. I Tonnage. No. Tonnage. 

S teamers, . ............. .. ... 
1 

3,o7 1 I 4,262,283 .3,338 4,750,148 

Hivcr S teamers, .... ....... . 1,.'547 1,694,077 1,975 1,768,489 

Sailing Vessels, ... ........ . 356 107,280 226 121,065 
I 

T otal, ......... j 4,974 6,C63,640 I 5,.539 [ 6,639,702 

N ett, ...... .. ..... .... 

Imported tous, ... ... ::!,743,061 I 
A s follows :-

Articles. 

Beans, .... . . ..... .. .. .. ... ... .. . .. ......... .......... .. ... ... ... .. . 
Bones, . .................. .. ..... .. ........... ...... ..... ... .. .. . .. . 
Coal, .. .. ..................... ................. ............ . .... .. .. 
Cotton Yarn and Cotton, ... .......... ..... .. .... .... .. .. ..... .. 
Flour, ...... ...... ... ......... .. . .. . . .. ... ... .. ... . ....... .... . ... .. . 
H emp, ...... ... ............ .... ..... . ... . .. . .. . .. .... .... . .. . ... .. . 
ICerosine (bulk), .. ..... .... .. .. . . ... . . ... .. .. .. . .. . . .. . . ... .. ... . 

D o. (case), . ....... ... .. . . .. ...... .. .. . . .. . .... . .... .. .... .. 
L eatl, .. ..... .... ....... ..... . .. . .... ...... ........ .... ... ....... .. .. 
L iquid Fuel, .. ......... ......... ... .... .. .. ...... .. .. ...... ... . .. . 
Opium, ......... ........ . ......... ........... ....... .. ....... .... .. 
Pi tch , .......... .... ..... ..... .. .. . ........ ...... ..... ........... .. 
Hattan, ........ . . ... .. ... ......... .. .. .. ..... ... ..... . .... ..... .. .. 
Rice, .. .. . .......... ......... ... ...... .. ....... . .. ........ ..... .. .. . 
Sandalwood, .... ...... ............ .. ...... ........ .......... .. .. .. 
Sulphur, . .... .. ...... ..... . ..... . ........ . .. . .. .... .. ........ .. .. . 

~~~~:r• .. :::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::: ::::::::::::::: 
Timber, .... .... .. ... . . ... .. .... .... ... .. .. .. .... ..... ....... . .. .. .. 
General, ....... .. .. .... .. ...... . .. . ...... .. . .. .. ..... .. . .. . ... .. .. .. 

3,388,489 

1897. 

601,544 
30,58 1 
85,904 
43,360 
47,7!-32 
60,346 

5,496 

2,531 
1,700 
2,920 

361,UW 
3,459 
2,0 40 

2 11,777 
5,929 

64,862 
,1,211 ,700 

' 
267 I 
428 I 

... 

I 
695 I 

I 

565 I 
I 

1898. 

11 ,092 
500 

817,967 
36,611 

103,544 
55,160 
67,362 
·'>9,115 

4,200 
2,1 50 
2,638 
... 

6,441 
747,395 

2,055 
535 

267,-122 
6,554 

46,.'i99 
l , 15 I, l -19 

I 

487,865 

74,412 

13,785 

576,0()2 

576,062 

I ncrease. 
--

11,092 
500 

216,423 
6,030 

17,640 
11 ,800 
19,580 

I 2,150 
107 

I 
3,521 

386,265 

I 55,645 
625 

... 

... 
130 

130 

... 

... 

... 

... 

... 

... 

D ecrease. 

1,231 
1,296 

1,700 

1,404 
1,505 

18,263 
60,551 

I ----•- - - ------•---- - - ---

Total, .... .. .... ..... . . ... .. .. \ 2,743,061 3,388,489 731,378 85,950 

Transit, .. . ...... ........ .... 1 1,852,462 2,020,:-122 167,860 ------ ----·--- , __________ , ________ _ 
G rand Tota l, ... .. ...... .. .. 1 4,595,523 5,408,811 899,288 

N ett, ..... .. ... .... .... . .... . 813,283 
-------------------------------------------

, 
..... 
m 
0 

'----' 



---------- -

1 - I 

Importou tons,...... 2,743,061 \ 3,388,489 --

As follows: 

Articles. 

Beans, ...................... ...... ........................ ... ..... . 
Bones, . ... .............. . ........................................ .. 
Coal, ........ ................ .... ......................... . ........ . 
Cotton Y urn and Cotton, ............................. .... .... .. 
l<'lour, .............................. ...... ........ . ..... . .......... .. 
Hemp, . .................. .. ....................................... . 
ICerosine (bulk), ... .. .... ...... ..... ........................... .. 

Do. (case), ............................................... .. 
Lead, ....... . ................ .. ................... ...... .......... .. 
Liqui<l Fuel, ..... ..... .. .. ...................................... .. 
Opium, ............. . ............... ............................. .. 
Pitch , .......... .... . ............................................ .. 
Rattan, ......... ................................ ........ .. ....... .. 
Rice, ........... ......... . . ............. ...... ... .. . . ...... .. . ....... . 
Sandalwood, .................................................... .. 
Sulphur, .................. . .............. . ........ . ......... .... .. 
Sugar, ........................... . ... .......... ............. .... .. . 
T ea, ............................ .. .. . ...... ................. ..... .. 
Timber, ..................... .. ...... .... .......................... . 

11397. 

601,.)44 
30,581 
85,904 
43,360 
47,782 
60,346 

5,496 

2,531 
1,700 
2,&20 

361 ,1:10 
3,459 
2,040 

211 ,777 
5,929 

64,862 
,1,21 1 ,iOO General, .......................... . .. .... . ........................ .. 

'I' I I - -ota , ................. .. .... . ~,-143,06 1 

1898. 

11,092 
500 

817,967 
36,611 

103,544 
55,160 
67,362 
!i9,ll5 

4,200 
2, l li0 

\ 2,638 

Increase. 

11,092 
500 

216,423 
6,030 

17,640 
11,800 
19,580 

2,150 
107 

3,521 
386,265 

55,645 
625 

D ecrease. 

1,231 
1,296 

1,700 

1,404 
1,505 

18,263 
60,551 

6,441 
747,395 

2,055 
535 

267,422 
6,554 

46,599 
1,151,1 -19 

- l--731.378- - \a-5,9;;-
3,388,489 

167,860 

,--, 
..... 
~ 
0 

L--J 

Transit, ..................... ! 1,852,462 \ 2,020,322 ----- '-------~---
5,408,811 899,288 

Grand Total, ... .......... .. , 4,595,523 1 \I- -----

N ett, ...................... .. 813,288 

Exi'OHTS. 
--· 

1897. 1 89~. luercaso. Decrease. 

. ------ --
No. Tonna~e. No. Tormage. No. I T ounngc. Ko. Tonnage. 

- ··-·- - -·-- --
Steamers, ................... 3,067 ~,263,4511 3,319 4,728,952 252 465,!99 .. . ... 
River Stcnmcrs, ............ 1,548 1,()90,644 1,970 1,765,5.15 422 7 4,911 ... ... 
Sailing Vessel:~, ............ 355 106,862 230 118,524 ... 11 ,662 125 ... 

---- . --
Total, ...... . .. 4,970 6,060,959 5,519 6,613,031 6i4 552,072 125 ... 

- -- -· - ·-- . 
Nett, .......... ...... .. 549 552,072 • ... . .. 

E xported tons, ...... :!, 103,215 
I 

2,241,Hl4 
-· 

• I Dunktor Ct~nl. I Dnuker Coni. Stri!. Strti. Bunker Coal. !:Hrs. B unker Coal. Strs. 

-------- - ~-·---
. I -I I 

Steamers, ............. ...... 3,~67 1 
I I 422,257 3,aw 467,72!) 252 45,472 I ... I ... 
I I 

River Steam01·s, ... ......... J 23,742 1,910 25,922 422 2,180 I I 1,,, 4~ I ... I ... 

i 
4,6 li:i ·- , 

I I --- --·-· ------- - --·- -
I I 

... I Jotnl, ......... ! 445,999 5,2H9 I ·1!l:l,G5l (ii4 47,652 ... 
I I I I I --- - j ---- -

Nett, ........ ... . ...... Gi4 47,6.52 ... I ... 
- - - - - · - - - -

,-., -~ -
'--' 
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HJnm TRAI1E. 

Import1, I~:-cpot·ls and Pussengers. 

Year. I Imports. I_ Exports. _ Passenger~~ _ 
------~----, 
1897, 

1898, 

........................ 

1 

146,603 I 
.. ....... .. ... ... .. .... . : 164,i69 

Foreign tmJ.c, ~9,466 

Local trade, 4,8l0 

Total, ...... 34,276 --

J UNKS. 

Impo1·ts. 

measuring 

" 

" 

90,544 

131,127 

1,814,281 

194,291 

2,008,572 

Imported 689,251 t.ons f~S uuJer :-

Tea, ........................ .............. ... . 2,33tl 

1,468 

4,595 

Oil, ...... .. ............. ..... ...... ........ . 

Rice, ................ ... ... . ... . ........... . 

Earth and Stone~, . .. . .. . . . . . . . . . . •. . . . . . . 134,651:! 

General, 546,192 

Total, ........ .•..... 61:!9,251 

Expm·ts. 

Foreign t.ratlc, 

Local trade, 

29,470 

·1,l:l25 

Tota!, ...... 34,295 
--.---

meal'luriug 

" 

" 

ExportcJ 774,069 tont' a~ nuJcr :-

1\:crosiuc, ........................... · · · · .. 

ltil·C and Paddy, .......... ... .. . ... ... ·· 

1,812,47;3 

192,002 

2,004,475 

23,931 

284,747 

General, . ... .. . ... .• ...... .... .. .. .. .. .. . ... 465,391 

Total, ..... . ......... 774,069 

!>88,0-!G 

l ,JH,ti39 

ton:;. 

" 

" 

tOll!!, 

,, 
.. 
" ., 

" 

tons. 

" 

" 

tow<. 

" 
" 
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10 . .A review of the junk trade of the Colony may not be without in
terest at the present time. 

In the early days of the Colony's history Piracy in its neighbourhood 

was more or less common. In his .Annual Report fot· 186.5 the HMbour 

Master says:- " Thet·e eau be little doubt but that eYery armed junk becomes 

a pi~ate when an opportunity offet·s;" and in 1868, after the introduction of 

I he "Harbour and Coast" Ordinance, he says :-" Formerly there was good 

reason to suppose that piratical vessels were fitted out in this harbour, Free 

l'rado amongst j unks bad become Ft·eo Licence, and these piratical pests of 

(>Ur waters bad unmolested ingress and egress at all hours of t.he night and 
.lay." 

Ordinance No. 6 of 1866- " The Harbour and Coast Ordinance,"

which came into force ou 1st January, 1867, made provision for the regula

tion and control of junks; most ofits provisions htn ·e been re-enacted from 

time to time sincr, and the regulations now in force are for all practical 
ptHposes the same n.s in 1867, and are briefly as follows :-

Junks are divided into two classes:-

( l) Unlicensed Junks and 

(2) Licens~d J tmks. 

These classes are again divided into:

(1) Trading Junks and 

(2) Fishing J nnks. 

Unlicensed J1mks. 

Unlicensed Junks are required~ 

(1) To auchor in certain places called "Anchorages for Junks," 

and from which they may not remove without permission. 

(2) To repo1·t thei1· arriv<l.l. 

(3) To give notice of intended departure. 

(4) Not to leave at night. 

Licensed Junks. 

Any jnnk, on complying with certain conditions as to giving securif.y, 
&c. may be granted a licenc" by the Harbonr Master, either for trading or 
fisbing, for which a fee is p: ~id, the maximum being $20 a .vear. 
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She tl1en obtains the following advantages:

(1) No restriction as to place of anchoring. 

(2) On payment of a. fee of 25 cents she is granted a. Sp,ecial Permit. 

good for one month, absolving her from reporting each arrival 

and intended departure. 

(3) If a Fishing Junk, she is granted a permit, on payment of a fee 
of 25 cents, allowing her to leave dnring certain hours of the 

night and early morning. 

In 1867, 20,787 Trading Junks of 1,367,702 tons entered, and 20,443 of 

1,353,700 tons cleared. In addition 1,444 Fishing J'unks were licensed 

during the year and the greater number of these came in or left daily during 
the winter months. 

In 1898, 29,466 Junks of 1,814,281 tons entered and 2g,470 of 1,812,473 

tons cleared, also 5,379 Fishing Junks were licensed. 

In 1868, Customs Stations were established in the vicinity of the Colony 

by the Viceroy of Canton, primarily for the collection of Opium" Lekin" 

and Opium" duty," but this soon became extended, and a levy of lekin and 

duty on all imports and exports Wl\S made at these stations (see Sir J..utES 
RussELL's report, 1868), aud in 1869 the Harbour Master reported :-"_I 

think the decrease in tonnage in Junks can reasonably be attributed to the 
existence of these Stations (Customs) and to the activity of the cruisers 

attached to them." 

In 1874 a Commission, which had been appointed to enquire into 

"complaints made against the action of the Chinese Maritime Customs in 
the neighbourhood of the Colony nnd the alleged detriment to tra.de arising 

from such action," submit ted their report. They found in the course of 

their investigation "that a most \'eXittious system of blockading is kept up 

at all the entrances to the harbour by a number of boats in the employ of 
tho Hoppo of Canton, tho salt farmer, and the collector of the lekin tax, 
aou that these craH continually make use of and encroach into the wa.ters 

of the Colony and actually capture junks therein." 

The proceedings of these blockad~rs, which were g1·avest in character, 
were tue stoppiu~ of junks, proceeding on distant voy:tges with cargoes of 
lawful merchandise la(len in the Colouy, and compelling them to go to 

Canton and pay duty on their cargo- a pra.ctice which was carried on 

extensively; and further, the seizure of junks bound to the Colony from 
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ports in Formosa and elsewher~ and the takii1g of these to Ca.nton to be 
mulcted in heavy sams, or possibly to be condemned and sold. 

The Commission advised that HP.r Majesty's Government should 
endeavour "to prevail on the Government of China to remove n.ltoO'ether 

0 

the Customs Stations and Cruisers from the neighbourhood of the island, 

and to arrange that duties be collected only at those ports or places at 

which there exists tm export or import trade, and that should the Chinese 

Government refuse to remove the Stations an cl cruisers altogether, it might 

be urged upon them to renv>>e these to a greater distance than they are at 
present, say, not nearer in any CI\Se than ten miles from the entrances to 
the harbout·." 

Whatever may have been the cause, it appears that after 1875 the 

junk trade, as representl:'cl by the H arbour Master's returns, began to 
improve, and in his report for 1877 the HMbour Master said-" It was the 

general opinion, and I shared in that view, that the blockade would have a 

tendency to check the trade and consequent prosperity of the C0lony, but 
in the face of the figures which these returns exhibit, I am unu.ble any 

longer to see that the effect of the blockade has been so detrimental as it 

was thought it would be." The figu res referred to showed in 1878 an 
increase ovet· 1877 of 1,186 junks entering, and the Harbour Master 

attributed some of this increase to more correct records being kept, in con
sequence of an addi tional outstation at Yaumati. However, there were 

still complaints of the seizure of nat-ive craft carrying so-called "con
tmband." 

From 1877 to 1887 the junk trade, according to tbc Ha.rhou1· Ma.ste1·'s 

Reports, fluctuated Letween 1,600,000 and 1,800,000 tons eutet·ed yearly. 
The highest figures evet· attained previously ueing 28,340 junks of 1,871 ,810 
tons entered in 1872. 

In 1887 as a result of the Commission which sat in pul"SU<tnce of the 
Chefoo Agreement (1876), and the A-lditional Article to the A"reement 

0 

(1885) the collection of duties on goods imported o.nd exported in junks, 

devolved upon the Foreign Collectorate of the Chinese Maritime Cust0ms 
I 

and the Customs Stations ronnel Hongkong were placed under the direc-
tion and supervision of a European Commissionet· (M:r. F . A . .M'oRGAN). 

It cannot, I think, he denied th ttt, even since this chttnge wa~ made, 
just causes of complaint have at times arisen, and I am persuacled that 
ca.uses of complaint will continue to arise if the Customs officC'rs are 
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vigilant and zealous, the difference from the old st~tte of things being that, 
vigilance n.nd zeal will be th~ disturbing causes, instead of rapacity and 

dishonesty. The only real panacea is the removal of the primary cause, 

viz., the Customs Stations themselves. 

A careful consideration of all points of the question which occur to 

me draws me to the conclusion that, inconvenient though it i11, n.nd co ntrary 

to the usual manner of nations, we h11.ve up to the present no right to 

object to these Stations; I do not think we h11.ve any legitimate grievance 
against the Chinese Government because it endeavours to prevent junks 

trading to Chinese Ports with what it declares to be contt·a.band, or to 
smuggle dutiable goods, no matter where the c:u·goes have been obtaiueJ, 

always pt·ovided that this does not lead to a violation of our territorial 

waters aud that vessels and goods to and from Hongkong are not sub

jected to any othet· charges beyond what has been fixed by Treaty. 

At the. sam e time I consider that. we allow our hospit.ality to err, even 

to indiscretion, and we put a weapon in their bands to be used against us, 

when we allow a Chinese Customs establishment in our midst, for there 

can be little doubt that by th is means our prestige suffers in the eyes of 
the natives, and what perhaps is of more practical importance, an intimate 
knowledge can he ohtained in the Colony of trn.ding transactions, which, 

per fect ly lawful and harmless so far n.s our Free Port is concerned, may in 

China. be snbj ~ct to those Rules appended to the Tariff, which restrict the 

import of r.ert<Lin descriptions of goods except under special conditions. 

But whatever may be said of the present practice of closely investing 
our port with Customs Stations on a.ll sides and in its midst, it must be al

lowed tba.t, with the exception of the latter, all these Stations are in Chinese 

territory, and their closeness nnty be excused on the ground of the geogra
pb ical position of the base of operations of those whose business theirs is to 

watch. 'rhe small island of Hongkong with its 50,000 or 60,000 junks 
annually con1iug and going, ovet· five-sixths of which tt·ade to and f1·om th e 

Sun On and W est Ri\'er and Canton Districts and all of which radiate to 

all points of the Compass within an hour or two of leaving this Free Port, 

offers some reason for t1Je Chinese Governtnent pressing home its revenue 
protectors as close as they can. That reason disappears, however, with the 
extension of British territory, and the protector's line should fall back 

simultaneously with this extension, a.ntl China should protect her revenue 

in the same way as any ot.her country does, namely, <.Lt her ports of entry 
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and clearance instead of reversing the practice of civilization and protect

ing it at the Foreign Ports to which she exports and ft·om which she 
imports. 

How far the existence of these Customs Stations has interfered with 

our junk trade in tbe past is problematical, and tbe only solu tion to be 
arrived at is by inference, since all direct proof is wanting. There can be 

no question as to China's undoubted right to coilect her Customs revenue 

somewhet·e, in her own territory or waters, and it is impossible to say tha.t 
our junk trade would ha,•e been larger if she had collected her Customs 

duties at the ports of origin and destin<\tion of the goods, instead of at 
intermediate stations close on our border. 

In 1884 our junk tonnage was 49 °/
0 

of the Eut·opc:m tonnage, in 189'7 
it was only 28 ~/ o and, if certain Licensed Junks which are engaged by 

the Conservancy and Dnst Contractors and which have only been taken 
into our returns during the last ftlw years, wet·e omitted, the decrease would 
be even more marked. 

On the other h<1nd, om returns show <tu increase of E •tropean ocean
going tonnage since 1889 of 25.33 o / o while t he Customs returns show an 
increase in the number of junks trading to and from Hongkong and pass

ing the sta.tions, of 30.3'7 °/0 , and it is very probable that the Customs 

returns are fat· more accurate with regat·d to junks than ou 1• owu, the cir
cumstances of a .Free Port, added to the difficulty of rlistinauishin"' and 

0 0 

identifying native craft, together with the well-known pt·oficiency with 

which Chinese l ie without hesitation, renders the task of keeping an 

absolutely correct return of some 50,000 or 60,000 junks annually almost 
impossiule with a staff of two Junk Inspectors in Victoria and 110 one at · 

the outstations whose sole duty it is, and I am forced to the conclusion 

that a numuer of these junks come and go without leaving any trace on 
our records. In 1897 as in 1877 more correct returns would in all pro

bability account for a. further apparent increase in the junk trade, but this 
correctness cannot be arrived t~t without additional sla.ff and expenditure. 

In 1893, this Department began to try to gauge the amount of c:trgo 

tons represented by the registered tonnage of the Shipping frequ entillg 
the Port. There is uo special staff or machinery for this and its conect
ness or othet·wise depends on reports and retut·us ~ade direct from the 
Shipping, or through its Agents. 
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In 1893 the amount of cargo discharged fro m EUl·open.n ocean-going 

shipping was given as 2,717,910 tons. In that year Junk expot'ted 845,177 

tons. In 1897 the European cargo was 2,596,4513 and Junks exported 

684,320. Assuming for the moment that the cargo exported by junks was 

entirely made up of that discharged from the ocean-going European ships, 

these junks distributed 31 °/
0 

in 1893, and 26.3 °/c in 1897, showing no 

great decrease, particul;\rly as owing to the decreased importa.tion of rice, 

1897 was a bad yetu· for junks. 

But the Customs returns furnish a still better fact ft·om which to draw 

our inference, namely, the value of the tmde in junks between Hongkong 

and China. In 1888 this was Hk. 'rls. 33,49.>,526, in 1893 it was 39,938,740, 

and in 1897 it was 39,991,611, giving an increase of 19 % in the 10 years 

to put against an increase of 25 % in the register tonnage of European 

ocean-going shipping during the same period. 

Value of Junk trade Hougkong 
and China. 

Ocean- Exports to 
Year. going Imports from Hongkoug. flongkong. T otal. European 

Tonnage. 
Foreign Native NatiYe 
Goods. Produce. Produce. Hk. Tls. 

1888, ........... . G,9i3,483 15,6:36,853 3,471.',200 14,328,·17:3 33,4:11,526 

1:::!89, ............ (),016,908 12,894,763 3,7 11,707 14,194,;'191:! 30,801,068 

1890, .... ... ..... 6,392,575 17,960,229 3,-:1.53,432 14,840,659 36,2.34,330 

1891, ...... ...... 6,081,407 13,297,93a 3,376,619 17,0 lli,926 S3,G91,·178 

l l:l92, ........... 6,968,2a6 13,468,368 3,113,192 17,290,632 33,872,192 

1893, ............ 7,320,7 53 17,663,2li 3,338,3ii 18,937,126 !39,93l:l, i20 

18!14, ... .. ..... .. 7, l93,fi55 15,326,749 3,438,540 19,665,908 38,431,197 

1895, .. . ......... 8,211,496 21,685,595 3,455,730 22,678,090 47,719,41.') 

1896, .. .......... 8,971,432 21 ' 124,2138 3,482,12!:! 22,56[5,590 47,171,98 

189i, ............ 8,739,878 13,02i,228 3,939,890 23,024,493 39,991,611 
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Still another test that can be applied is this. In 1893 (the first vear 

tba.t we collected the cargo returns) European tounage ·discharged 2,717:910 

tons of cargo and the value of the foreign goods exported from H ongkong 

to China by junk, according to the Customs return, was Hk. Tls. 17,663,217 

or in tho ratio of I ton 6.4 Hk. Tls., in 1896 the ra tio bad risen to 1 ton 

to 8 Hk. Tls., but it dropped in 1897 to 1 tou to 5 Hk. Tls., owing, in the 

opinion of the Commissioner of Customs, to transit privileges favouring at 

that time shipments iu Europei1n bottoms instead of in junks. 

Whether· or not there should be a fixed rat io between the total European 

tonnage atHl the total junk tonnage froquentiog the por t , is, I think, very 

doubtful, because, in the first place, j unks are not the sole distributors, 

except to non-treaty Ports, with which it. is probable trade does not expand 

rapidly, and, in the next place, the Eut·opean tonnage is not solely em

ployed in the carriage of goods to be distributed from H ongkong ns a 

centre, for a not inconsiderable portion of the cargoes is in transit to more 
distant ports. 

In 1893 the cargo discharged in Hongkong fr<>m ocean-going 11hips 

amounted to 74 i. of the registered tonnage al'l'iving, and the tr·ausit cat·go 

wa.s 36 %; in 1897 the cargo discharged was only 59 {., while the transit 
cargo had gone up to 42 %· 

More probable does it appeat· that, if the junk trade has nnv fixed 

relation to anything it is to the quantity of rice imported from Cochin 

China and Siam. 'rho beat·ing which this has on the junk trauo will he 

very clearly seen from the annexed diagram• which is prepared from the 
information contained in the Customs return. 

11. pASSENGER TUAb' FIC, 

Arrivals. Departures. 

British Ships, .... .. 130,176 

.Foreign Ships,...... 65,820 

Rh·er Steamers, .. . 579,012 

LannciJcs, ............ 2,390,985 

Junks, ............. .. 124,909 

139,.'ii4 including Emigrants. 

62,665 " , 

565,6~7 

2,388,982 

128,326 

3,290,902 3,285,1i 4 

Difference-Excess of Arrivals 5,i28. 

• Not printed. 



[ 170 J 
REVENliE. 

12. The total Revenue collected by the Harbour Dcpn.rtment Juring the 

ycn.r was $183,628.01, n decren.se of $50,605.11 on the previous yen.r, which 

is more than accounted for by the reduction of the rate of Light Dues from 

2~ cents to 1 cent. 

1. Light Dues, .................................... . ..... $ 51,645.15 

2. Licences and Internal Hc,•enue, .................. $ 31,516.00 

3. Fees of Court und Office, ........................... $100,466.86 

Total, ......... $183,628.0 1 

STEAl! LAuNCHES. 

13. On 31st DcccmlJer there were H';' Steam Launches employCll in the 

Harbour; of these 58 wore licensed for the eonvcyance of passengers, 72 

were privately owned, 12 were the property of the Colonia,l Government, 

and 5 belonged to the Imperial Government in charge of the Military Au-

thorities. 

One Master's Certificate wns suspended for 2 weeks, two for oue mouth, 

one for 2 months :mu three for 3 months. 

EMIGRATION. 

14. 60,432 Emigrants left Hongkong for various places during the 

year; of these 4'7,2'78 were canied by British ships, and 13,135 by Foreign 

ships; 105,441 were reported as having been bronght to Hougkong from 

places to which tl.:ey lmd emigrated, and of these 82,694 were brought in 

British ships, and 22,'747 by Foreign ships. 

Returns Nos. XVII and XVIII will give the details of this branch of 

the Department. 

REGISTltY 0},' SHIPPI NG. 

15. During the year, 9 ships were registered undt>r the provisions of 

tbo Imperial A.ct, and 12 certificates were cancelled. 

MAUINI!: MAGISTRATE's CounT. 

16. Thirty-two Cases were hea.rJ in the Marine Magistrate's Court: 

refusal of duty, assault, and breach ·•of Harbour Regulations were the 

principal offences. 
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EXAMINATION OF MASTERS, MATES ANIJ E NGINEERS. 

(Utlder Section 15 of Ordinance No. 26 of 1891.) 

1 '7. The following table will show the number of candidates examined 

for Cer tificates of Competency, distinguishing those who were successful 
and those who failed:-

GRADE. 

Masters, ............................................ . 
F irst Mates, ...................................... . 
Only Mates, ...................................... . 
Second Mates, ................................... . 

PASSED. 

8 
14 I 

FAILED. 

1 
2 
2 
1 ..4 I 

TOTAL, ... ... ............... ---26--,---6 

First Class Engineers, ............... .......... .. j 
Second Class Engineers, ....................... . 

i 

12 
36 

10 
18 

1------------ -
TOTAL, ........ . .......... .. ! 48 2~ 

MARINE COURTS. 

(Under Scr.tion 13 of Ordinance No. 26 of 1891.) 

i8. The following Courts have been held during the yen.r :-

] · On the 3rd and 4th May, inquiry respecting· the circumstances con

nected with the stranding Qf the British Steam-ship "Sishan," Offici1d No. 

89,083 of London, nen.r the Middle Rocks, Uhina Sea, on the 22nd April, 

1898. The Master's (John Jenkins) Certificate of Competency was 
suspended for one month. 

2. On the 20th and 21st May, inquiry respecting the circumstances 

conn:cted with the strn.nding of the British Steam-ship " Ohing Po," 

Offic1n.l No. 10'7,013 of Hongkong, ou the West River, China, on the 23rd 

and 24th March, 1898. The Master's (Peter Ryves Marsh) Certificate of 

Competency was suspended for four months. 

SuNDAY CARGO· W onKING. 

(nrdinance :Yo. 6 of 1891.) 

19. During the yea1· 258 Permits were issued, under the provisions of 

the Ordinance; of these 65 were not availed of owing to its being found 

unnecessary for the ship to w01·k cat·go on the Sunday, and the fee paid 
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for the permit was refunded iu each case, and 22 Permits wl're issued free 

of charge to Mail steamers. 

The revenue collected under this heo.dingwas $25,925; this was $14,075 

more than 1897. 

'l'he Revenue collected each year since the Ordinance came into force 

is as follows:-

1892, 

1893, 

1894, 

1895, 

1896, 

1897, 

1898, 

.................. ... ..................... $ 4,800 

........................... ... ........ . ... $ 7,900 

............................. .. ........... $13,375 

................................... . ...... $11,600 

....... .... .............................. $ 7,575 

..................... ........ ... . ..... ... . $11,850 

.. . ...... ....... . ... ..... ... . .... .... ... $25,925 

As a revenue raising measure, therefo~e, it h!ts been very successful ; 

as a prevention of Sunday work, however, not much can be said for it; 

1 % of the tot1~l ocean-going tonno.ge entering availod of it in 1893 and 

7 % in 1898. 

20. 18,894 sen.men were shipped, n.nd 21,504 discharged, at the Mer

cantile Marine Office and on board ships during the year. 

232"Distressed Sea.meu" were received during the year; of these 37 

were sent to the United Kingdom, 1 to Singapore, l to Melboume, 3 to 

Sydney, 1 to Vancou\'(~r, 4 died, 160 obtained employmen~, 2 remained at 

the Victoria Gaol, 3 at the Government Ci\'il Hospital a.nd 20 at the Sailors' 

Home. 

$5,019.33 were expended by the Hn.ruom· Mastet· on behalf of the 

Board of Trade iti the relief of these " Distressed Sel~rnen " n.nd $98.33 by 

the Colony. 

M.uu:m SuRVEYOR's Sun-DEPARTMENT. 

21. Return No. XXII. shows the work performetl by this branch of 

the Ha.rbour Department, and in forwarding this I ag.~in desire to record 

my appreciation of the manner in which the work of this sub-department 

is canied out. 

In my Annua.l Report for 1894 I refeneJ at length to the case of the 

Government Marine Surveyor and his Assistant, and I reproduced an ex-
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tract from a report made by rue in a letter unted Bth Jnue, 1802, as 
follows:-

"The duties of these Surve~ors, I a.m convinced, a.1·e very 

" onerous, the inspection of boilers and engines, especially dur·ing 

" the hot weather, being most trying. 

"T.he conditions also under which these surveys are helJ at 

" Hongkong are peculiar, owing to the short t ime tha.t vessels as 
"a 1 · · t I d ' ru e remam m por . n or er to save time, applications for 

" survey are constantly received before the vessel':; arrival, and it 

"frequently happens thaL the completion of the survey is the final 

"act before she again len.ves. They cannot even afford to wait 

"for their passenger certificates, clearances being frequently 

" granted them by me on receipt of a. report .from thl' Sun·eyor 

"that the requirements of the law have b<.>en complied with . 

"It is, therefore, most important that the work of surveying 

"vessels should be carried on as expeditiously as possil.Jle, and the 

"importance of these surveys renders it iruper~tive that the 

" examination shoulu Le thorough; in orlkr to insure these con•li

" tions it is necessary that there should Le an adequate an<l 

"efficieut stcdf. It will be seen fr·om the report of Mr. DaoN 

"attached hereto that the survey of a. vessel for Passenger Ccr

" tificnte occupies himself and his Assistant eight hours, spreau 

" over n. number of visits, about fout·. The time consumed, 

"however, on this work is oft.eu considerably in e;,.:cess of this 

"eight hours, as the ship may be anywhere between the Hnnghom 

" Docks and Aberucen. Othet· surveys though not occupying so 

" ruuch time, in each case, are made under somewhat similar 

" circumstances. 

"There are four local Marine Surveyors carrying ou busin ess 

"in Hongkong; in addition to these, some of the Steo.mship 

" Companies employ special surveyors for their vessels. 'l'he 

" Govemtuent Mariue Surveyors p!'actically do a. very large pro

" portion of the amalgamated work of all these, having at the 

" same time to so arrange that if possible there should Le no 

" delay or inconvenience to any one. No easy matter in a place 

" where, as may be expected, each owner or agent considers hia 

"own interest as paramount." 
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In the same report ( 1894) I comp:l.l'ed the work done at Hougkong by 

t\':o men with t.he work done at Liverpool by eleven men and at Cardiff 

by six men, and I showed _that at Liverpool tbea·e were about •10 vessels of 

92,000 tons per surveyoa· and at Ca.rdifl' 27 vossE:ls of 53,000 tons, while nt 

Hougkoug with all its disarl va.ntages of climate, &c., we bad 56 vessels of 

over 100,000 tons to ench surveyor. • 
Once more I must dwell ou this subject; the amount of work performed 

by our surveyors continues to increase, and that it becomes necessary for 

me to draw attention to it is, I think, ample testimony tha.t it is satisfac

torily performed, for we all kuow that pul.Jlic duties ill performed soou 

declare themselves. 
During the eleven months J c\nuary-November, 1898, the tonnage 

surveyed at Livllrpcol was 967,762 tons, in H ongkong during the year 

324,610 tons were surveyed, this gives 100,454 t ons per surveyor at Liver

pool ~ud 162,305 tons per surveyor u.t Hongkong. 
The revenue derived by the Colony from the work performed by the 

Marine Surveyors has increased from $10,055.87 in 1890 to $ 12,634.05 in 

1898, the "overtime" fees alone in 1898 amounting to $570. 
The Government :Marine Surveyors are again p1·eseuting a respectful 

petition askiug for a cousidera.tion of their position and an augmantation 

of their pay, and this I sincerely trust will meet with the success which, I 

think, it deserves. 
LIGHTHOUSES. 

22. The amount of Light Dues collected \Vas as follows:-

RATE No. O"~>' ' ITOTALFF.ES 
CLASS OF VESSEI.s. PER TON. SUIPS. f ONNAGE. ~~OLLECTED . 

- ---- -- --- ----
$ c. 

Ocean V esse Is, ..... ................ 2~ cents. 5~ 62,786 1,569.66 

Do., ····················· 1 cent. 3,3~8 4,787,316 ·!7,873.16 

Steam Launches, ·················· do. 135 4,911 49.11 

Hiver Steamers (night-boa.ts), ... * ccut. ·1 6,536 43.57 

Do. ( do. ), ... ~l c.lo. 827 624,826 2,082.96 
3 

Launches plying exclusively to 
Mac no and West River by 
night, ······················· ···· do. 1.55 7,998 I 

26.69 

River Sten.mers (day-boats) , .... Free. l ,H4 1,137,127 ... 
Launches plying to Mocao nnd 

West 1~iver by dny, .......... do. 314 1f>,516 ... 
----------

TOTAL, . ....... ........ 6,02.5 6,647,016 .'51,645.15 

[ 175 J 

Telegraphic nncl telephoni c communication has been kept up with the 

Gap Rock a. nu Cape D' Aguihu· during t he year. From the former station 

829 vess~ls have been reported as passing, and in !\ddition 215 messages 

were recen·ed a nd 3,402 sent, including the daily wea.Lher report for the 

Observatory. 

From Cape D' .Aguila.t· 1,269 vessels were reported, and iu addition 

1,829 messages were se-nt and 24 received. 

3b hours and 10 minutes of fog were reported from Gap R ock during 

the year, and the fog signal gun was fired 223 times . On three occasions 

the fortnightly relief could not be effected owing to the rough sea. 

GovEHN:..tENT GuNPOWDER DEPoT. 

23. During the yenr 1898 there h as been stored m the Govemmcnt 

Gunpowder D epot, Stonecutters' Island :-

No. OF CAsEs. ArPRoxmATE 
WEIGIIT. 

--------------------------------------------1----~------tbs. 
Gunpowder, privately owned, ......... .. ...... . 

Do., Go\·crnment owned, ............. .. 
Cartridges, privately owned, ........ ............ . 

Do., Government owned, ............. .. 
Explosive Compounds, privately owned, .... .. 

Do., Government owneJ, . 

TOTAL, .................... . 

11,901 
41 

5,046 
8 1 

l,Ofl9 
21 

241,:360 
820 

1,167,773 
1 i,2i5 
60,469 

1,226 
-------- ----- -------

18,1 i9 1,488,923 

During the same period there has been delivered out of the Depot :-

No. OF CASES.~ APPROXI:..!ATE 
WEIGHT. 

For Sale in the Colony :-
tbs. 

Gunpowder, privately owned, ... ............ 7, ll 7 143,895 
Cartridges, do., ........ . ..... 1,607 340,585 

, Explosive Compounds, privately owned, ... 
For Export :-

129 8,615 

Gunpowder, pri vately owned, ....... . ....... 2,84.4 58,035 
Cartridges, do., ....... .... ..... 
Explosive Compounds, privately owned, ... 

2,588 639,968 
922 47,986 
---

T OTAL, .. ................... 15,207 1,239,084 
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On the 31st December, 1898, there remained as under: -

~o. 01,. CAsEs. ArPnoxmATE 
W E I GHT. 

Gunpowder, privately owneu, ...... .. . ......... 1 
Do., Government owneJ, ... . ... .. . .... . 

Cartri•1ges, pri vatcly owne,l, .................. . .. 
Do., Goverument owned, ......... .... .. 

Explosive Compounds, privately owned, ... .. . 
Do., Government owned, . 

1,940 
41 

85 1 -.. 11 

38 
21 

lbs. 
39,·130 

820 
18i,220 
H>,225 
3,868 
1,226 

-------
TOTAL, ......... . ... . ...... . 2,968 248,i89 

---------------------------~------~----------
I MPORTS AND ExPORTS (OPnm) On'ICE. 

24. The Return shows that during the year the amount of Opium 

reported was as follows :-
1897. 
c'hests. 

I mporbed, .. . ................ .. ..... . 3'7,708 

Exported, ........................... 35,808 

Through cargo reported but } 13,739! 
not landed ... . . . ........ . 

1898. 
cltests. 

39,3924 

37,828~ 

15,482t 

Increase. 
rhests. 

1,684! 

2,020! 

1,743 

15,282 permits were issued from this Office during the year, being an 

increase of 31 as compared with 189'7. 

A daily memo. o't exports to Chinese ports was uuring the year sup- ' 

plied to the Commissioner of I mperial Maritime Customs at Kowloou, 

and a daily mP.mo. of exports to Macao was supplied to the Superintendent 

of Raw Opium Department of Maca.o. 

Surprise visits were paid to 106 godowns during the year.-I have, &c., 

R. MuRRAY RuMSEY, Retd. Comd., R.N., 

Harbour Master, &c. 

The Hon. J. H. STEWART LocKHART, c.Jlt,G., 

Colonial Secretary, &c. 




