Chamber Visits \Watsons Water
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A.S. Watson Industries Beverages
Plant Manger Wolfgang Reitz
explains to members the refilling
process before touring the bottling
plant. (Due to photography being
prohibited inside the plant, The
Bulletin cannot show readers the
operations.)
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(L-R) Dr Cliff C K Chan, Chairman
of the Chamber’s Industry and
Technology Committee, presents
Plant Manager Wolfgang Reitz,
Mr Tung, and Operations Director
Gordon Ma with a small souvenir.
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Someone once asked: “Is water a living organ of
the living Earth?” Given that all life on Earth is
dependent on water, he could have a point. We
all drink buckets of the stuff every week, but like
most things in our lives that are so important to

us, we tend to take them for granted.

To try and shed some light on the stuff of life,
HKGCC organized a special tour of Watsons
Water production facility on December 5 to
learn about its production facilities and about
water in general.

Watsons celebrated its 100th birthday in 2003,
but it first opened its doors in Canton in 1824,
as a dispensary providing free medical services
to peasants in Guangzhou. Terence Tung,
General Manager for Watsons Water, told
members that the pharmacy distilled water to
use in the production of medicines, and later
demand for distilled water developed into a
full-fledged business.

The company has been delivering large bottles
of water to offices since the 1950s, and today
produces around 430 million litres of water
annually. Its water is distilled from the regular
municipal water supply, which goes through
several processes to remove impurities and to
soften it. Mr Tung said distillation is the only
process that can remove all impurities and
metals from water. ¥
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