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Tomorrow’s World

. agd |

he Chamber organised a site visit
to the Hong Kong University of
Science and Technology on April
28 to get a sneak peak into the latest tech-
nologies that have the potential to rede-
fine the industrial and logistics sectors.
These will make our lives and busi-
nesses more efficient, and greener, such
as PU-PA-based waterborne coatings.
Presently, most coatings depend on toxic
solvents to be applied to surfaces, but the
university’s Centre for Green Products
aims to replace solvents with waterborne
products. These
also include pro-
tective coatings, i
as well as bio-

¥

logical coatings that can be used on elec-
trodes to treat waste water.

Another project that members exam-
ined involved using software to raise
the quality of products produced in old
injection-moulding machines, which
will also reduce wastage. Factories using
Chinese machines to produce products
cannot compete with products using
Japanese or German injection-moulding
equipment, which are often beyond fac-
tory owners’ budgets. To solve this prob-
lem, a sensor placed in older equipment
can send signals to a control system
that makes minute changes to ensure
the optimum quality of each item pro-

duced.

T Students and researchers were
also developing RFID testing and
benchmarking technolo-

gies to facilitate trouble-

shooting and problem
identification.

Besides being greener,
new technologies will also
be smarter. Drugs housed
in micro spheres will be

able to automatically deliver doses to
certain areas of the body at certain times.
Micro-fluids, when charged with a low
electrical current, become a simple, yet
powerful hydraulics system. And flexible
displays will redefine how we view eve-
rything from the daily paper, to books to
television. Tomorrow’s world looks to be
a better place. R

For more information and opportunities
for technology transfer,
visit www.ust.hk/eng/research
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The Chamber examined
applications for advanced
materials & logistics
technologies being developed
at the Hong Kong University of

Science and Technology
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Dr Cliff C K Chan (2nd from right), Chairman of
the Chamber’s Industry & Technology Committee,
presents members of HKUST's faculty with a
small memento to thank them for showing
members around the research labs.
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