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Good afternoon, ladies and gentlemen

It is my great pleasure, on behalf of the Hong Kong General Chamber of Commerce, to be invited again by the Business Environment Council to support the 2006 Hong Kong Eco-Products Award.

Being a truly international chamber, we want Hong Kong to continue to excel as a global business headquarter.  To achieve this, we need to make Hong Kong not just prosperous, but also clean, pollution-free, and a nice place to live and work.  Increasingly, corporate leaders recognise that it makes business sense to incorporate environmental measures into their productions and processes, because environmentally friendly practices build customer satisfaction, gain community respect, increase productivity and give the company a leading-edge over competitors.

With the help of a very active Environment Committee, the HKGCC formulated an Environmental Statement to encourage our members to incorporate a balance between environmental and business issues into their daily activities.  I am very grad to see that there is a growing interest in the business sector to “get real” on improving the environment, and many companies are moving beyond good intentions into genuine action.  Just to name a recent example, about 200 companies have signed up to the Clean Air Charter, an important business sector-wide effort initiated by the Chamber and the Business Coalition on the Environment.

I understand that applicants of the past Eco-Products Award came from many different product categories, who had not just made a commitment to the environment, but also achieved a competitive edge through eco-production. We are very proud to be involved in this award scheme, and I am sure that the winners will be those who would embrace the concept of environmental protection in their product design and services.  I look forward to seeing our business friends showcase their achievements.  The Chamber and our Environment Committee will continue to do our best, through a variety of green projects, to work towards a better environment for all.

Thank you! 

