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Mr Eldon, Chamber members, ladies and gentlemen,

It is my great pleasure to have this opportunity to report to you the work of the Environment Committee, which has been quite busy over the past twelve months.  If I were to make an abstract of what we have done last year, I would summarise in three words, “Land, Sea, and Air” - indeed, we covered a lot.

Air

The most important Chamber environmental initiative during 2005 was the Project CLEAN AIR, conducted under the auspices of the Business Coalition on the Environment and managed by the HKGCC with the Environment Committee.  The Chief Executive Mr Donald Tsang mentioned the Clean Air Charter - the project’s centerpiece - in his Policy Address.  We also received support from the Greater Pearl River Delta Business Council, including, significantly the Guangdong side.

The Clean Air Charter has already been signed by over 200 companies and business organisations.  We have also developed a set of guidelines for the general public, namely, the "7-7-7 Care-for-Air" guidelines, giving practical tips on improving air quality at home, at work and while travelling, which every one can do.  The Charter and the 7-7-7 guide were launched at a public “Clean Air Day” in November last year, officiated by our minister for Environment, Transport and Works, and other business and community leaders from Hong Kong and the PRD.  But we have not stopped at that.  We are now developing a guide to help businesses implement the Clean Air Charter.  This will be complimented by an SME pilot scheme - so we shall be stepping up our efforts even further in the coming months. 

Land

In regard to land, waste management has long been a key theme of the Committee.  Our landfills are rapidly filling up and will run out of capacity soon.  Waste management is a long-term policy issue requiring long-term vision, so we have been urging the Government and Legco to work together to adopt concrete actions to deal with the mounting waste problem of Hong Kong.  The Committee organised two waste seminars for the community, one on the circular economy, and the other on the government’s policy framework.  These events included discussion on issues such as municipal solid waste charging, Producer Responsibility Scheme, Eco-Park, and green incineration.

Sea

A part of our environment which we all cherish, is our beautiful harbour.  Harbour-front development has been a controversial issue, but we believe sustainable development is possible, and we have joined with the Harbour Business Forum in launching a Harbour Roundtable series to provide a platform for a robust exchange of ideas, viewpoints and experiences on harbour issues.  We have also organised an interesting harbour walk along the Central and Wanchai harbour-front, giving members first hand experience of the opportunities and challenges in seafront development.

Others

The Environment Committee supports other programmes such as the Eco-Products Award, the Eco-Business Award, and the stakeholder engagement spearheaded by the Council for Sustainable Development, in which the Committee actively participated.  Personally I have certainly found my involvement with the Environment Committee highly rewarding, and I would like to take this opportunity to thank our Committee members and the Chamber Secretariat for their excellent support.
