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Efforts in Improving Air Quality 

Briefing for the Environment Committee of HKGCC 

19 June 2008

Environmental Protection Department



• “Smog” caused by emissions from both Hong 

Kong and cities in the PRD region



• Under favourable weather condition
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The Problem

• Although emissions of key air pollutants in 
Hong Kong have dropped substantially 

since 1990’s, visibility has deteriorated 

significantly, reflecting worsening of the 

regional smog problem



5

- Percentage of Reduced Visibility refers to the percentage of time in a 
year with visibility less than 8 km and Relative Humidity not exceeding 
80%

- Emission figures beyond 2006 shown in dotted lines are projected data

Air Pollutants Emitted  vs Visibility Trend in Hong Kong
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Two Distinct Pollution Sources

• Local pollution sources

• Regional pollution sources
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Measures by HKSAR – Power Plants

• Tighten emission caps 

• Legislative amendments to:

- Stipulate the emission caps for  

2010 and beyond

- Enable power plants to conduct 

emissions trading

• Link power companies’ rate of return 

to achievement of emission caps

• Provide higher return to renewable 

energy facilities

• New coal-fired power plant banned since 1997
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Road Transport
• Tightened emission standard to 

Euro IV

• Require pre-Euro diesel vehicles to 
install emission reduction devices

• Provide $3.2 billion to expedite 
replacement of pre-Euro and Euro 

I commercial diesel vehicles with 

Euro IV models

• Provide tax concession for vehicles

with low emissions and high fuel 
efficiency
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Road Transport

• Provide tax incentive to 
encourage the use of Euro V 
diesel 

• Strengthen the control of 
emissions from petrol and 
LPG vehicles by advanced 
remote sensing equipment and 
emission test

• Consult the public on banning idling vehicles with running 
engines


