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Connect




The Chamber organizes
hundreds of networking
functions, seminars,
business-matching meetings
and missions every year

to help members connect
with businesses locally and
internationally.
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Hong Kong, Mainland China,
International
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The Chamber's programme team organizes a wide variety of missions, seminars,
roundtable luncheons and talks to keep members abreast of developments
taking place in Hong Kong, Mainland China and internationally.

oo oooooon
oo oooooooo

1-2. A smaller, more intimate format
was adopted for the cocktail
receptions with Consuls General.
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3. The Chamber launched a
new series in May under the
banner: 'Business Connect

with BRIC Economies.’
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Hong Kong

The Chamber continued to work closely with government to
provide a forum for senior officials and the business community
to openly discuss issues behind closed doors through its 'Meet
the Ministers' and 'Meet the Under-secretary' town hall forums
series. During the year under review, senior officials who spoke
to members included: Food and Health Secretary York Chow;
Environment Secretary Edward Yau; Civil Service Secretary
Denise Yue; Transport and Housing Secretary Eva Cheng;
Commerce & Economic Development Secretary Rita Lau; and
Education Under-secretary Kenneth Chen.

The Chamber's flagship event, the Annual Hong Kong Business
Summit, was held under a new format in 2008. Experts,
committee chairmen, and members discussed and debated
what the Chamber and Hong Kong in general must do to

hone our competitiveness. Key findings from the summit were
submitted to government to act as a roadmap to chart Hong
Kong's way forward. The Chamber also used the findings to map
out its priorities in the coming years.

In addition to continuing to organize existing popular
programmes, the Chamber also launched a number of new
series in light of the economic crisis that unfolded during the
year. These included 'Taking the Economic Pulse' and the
'Management Enrichment' series, wherein economists and
experts shared with members their views on the financial crisis,
as well as how they could limit the impact on their businesses.

The Meet the Ministers Town Hall
Forum Series continues to be very
popular among members and has
been extended to Under Secretaries,
as well as Secretaries.
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Mainland China

Delegations from Mainland China are an important source of
information and contacts for the Chamber and members. A total
of 71 delegations from different regions around the country called
on the Chamber in 2008. In addition, the Chamber co-organized
or supported 74 Mainland trade and investment promotions
which took place in Hong Kong.

Five study missions were also organized during the year under
review to the Mainland cities of Jiangsu, Shanghai, Wuhan,
Xiamen, Xian, Shenzhen, Guangzhou and Panyu. The missions
aimed to enhance members' understanding of Mainland
policies and emerging opportunities, as well as to build up new

connections to facilitate their businesses.

During the year under review, the Chamber's China Committee
organized timely roundtable luncheons to keep members
abreast of the latest policies and market trends unfolding in the
Mainland. Topics covered included VAT reform, Mainland Labour
Contract Law, the new Mainland Corporate Income Tax Law,
Property Market Policy Reform, and outlook for the renminbi,

among others.

Taiwan
Mainland China and Taiwan's historic decision to nurture closer

ties across the Taiwan Strait in 2008 heralded both challenges and
opportunities for Hong Kong. To study this development more
closely, the Chamber's Taiwan Interest Group led a study mission
to Taipei. Delegates met with Chiang Pin-kung, Chairman of the
Straits Exchange Foundation, and other officials to exchange views
on the implications of direct trade and transportation links. The
Chamber also organized a number of seminars and luncheons
about Taiwan to keep members well informed of developments.

1-2. The China team organized a
wide range of luncheons and
seminars to alert members
of a host of new regulations

introduced in the Mainland.
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3-4. The Chamber's mission to
Guangdong explored new
opportunities under CEPA.
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1-2. The Chamber organized a mission
to Cambodia and Laos in 2008,
as well as hosted pre- and post-
mission seminars to help members
understand new opportunities in
these two countries.
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International
During the year under review, the Chamber's geographical

committees organized a diverse range of programmes. To help
members tap into opportunities emerging in BRIC countries —
Brazil, Russia, India and China — the Chamber launched a series of
seminars focusing on each respective country under the 'Business
Connect among BRIC Economies' title.

Following in the footsteps of a series of programmes to help
members explore business opportunities in emerging countries,
the Chamber organized a study mission to Laos and Cambodia

in September.

Regional cocktail receptions with Consuls General in Hong Kong,
as well as one-on-on meetings with trade commissions proved
to be popular programmes. These events allowed members to
make useful contacts and raise questions directly with countries'
senior representatives in Hong Kong. These were complemented
by business-matching meetings with incoming delegations

from around the world. During the year under review, meetings
with delegations from Finland, Holland, Hungary, India, Ireland,
Jordan, Malaysia, Saudi-Arabia, Slovak, Sweden, U.K., USA, UAE

and Yemen were arranged.

Women Executives Club
The Women Executives Club (WEC) launched its "Work-

Life-Balance" series in early 2008, wherein successful

businesswomen in Hong Kong shared their philosophy on work

and family life.

3-4.To promote the importance of
"work-life balance," the Chamber's
WEC has been conducting a
series of speaking programmes
with successful businesswomen
who share their philosophies on
work, family and life in general.
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