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Every year, the Chamber organizes hundreds of
networking functions, seminars, business-matching
meetings and missions to help members connect
with businesses locally and internationally.
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Business Connect Group

Programs: Hong Kong, Mainland China, International
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The Chamber's programs team organizes a wide range of missions, seminars, roundtable luncheons,

and talks to keep members abreast of developments taking place in Hong Kong, Mainland China
and internationally.
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Hong Kong

A key project in 2007 for the Chamber's program team was

the new 'Business Connect' series. These thematic seminars
helped members understand trade and investment relationships
between China, Hong Kong, and key trade regions around

the world — the Americas, Africa, Europe and the Middle

East, respectively. The Chamber's flagship event, the Annual
Hong Kong Business Summit, was held under a new format

in 2007. Traditionally a half-day conference, the 14th summit
was expanded into a full-day event, and also included a pre-
conference dinner with Britain's former Prime Minister Tony
Blair. The theme of the summit echoed the Chamber's 'Business
Connect' series, held during the year, and speakers at the
summit examined how Hong Kong can serve businesses in the
East and the West.

The 'Summit Leader Series,' with conveners of specific Focus

Groups for the Economic Summit on China's 11th Five-Year
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Britain's former Prime Minister Tony Blair, CEO of Standard Chartered Bank
Peter Sullivan, and China Construction Bank President Zhang Jianguo were
among the prominent leaders who spoke at Chamber events in 2007.
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Plan and the Development of Hong Kong, continued in 2007,

with Leung Chun-ying (Professional Services, Information &
Technology and Tourism) and Tung Chee-chen (Maritime,
Logistics and Infrastructure) capping the series.

A very popular program that we run for members is "Meet the
Minister Town Hall Forum," which allows members to have the
privilege of talking to HKSAR Government ministers directly behind
closed doors. During the year under review, three ministers spoke
at this series. They were, respectively, Frederick Ma, Secretary for
Commerce and Economic Development, Prof KC Chan, Secretary
for Financial Services and the Treasury, and Matthew Cheung Kin-

chung, Secretary for Labour and Welfare.

In mid August, the Chamber organized a forum for the Green
Paper on Constitutional Development, at which Henry Tang,
Chief Secretary for Administration, Stephen Lam, Secretary for
Constitutional and Mainland Affairs, and Frederick Ma, Secretary
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Leung Chun-ying (left), Chairman, Asia Pacific, DTZ Debenham
Tie Leung Ltd, and Tung Chee-chen, Chairman and CEO, OOIL,
spoke at the Summit Leader Series in 2007.
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for Commerce and Economic Development, came to the

Chamber to seek members' views.

We also invited government officials to present a working view

of their operations during our "Government At Work Series" of

roundtables. Topics covered in 2007 included:

* Update on Avian Influenza and Business Continuity Planning,
Department of Health

* Climate Change: Challenges and Opportunities, Hong Kong
Observatory

¢ Update on the Employment (Amendment) Ordinance 2007,
Labour Department

China

Delegations from Mainland China are an important source of
information and contacts for the Chamber and members. A total
of 73 delegations from different regions around the country called
on the Chamber in 2007. These including Governor Han Changfu,
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Jilin Province People's Government, Sun Tong, Deputy Director
of Taiwan, Hong Kong and Macau Department of the MOFCOM,
and Gan Lin, Deputy Governor of Hunan Province, among others.

In addition, the Chamber co-organized or supported over 140
Mainland trade and investment fairs in Hong Kong in 2007.

During the year under review, the Chamber's China Committee
organized timely roundtable luncheons to keep members abreast
of the latest developments taking place in China. Topics covered
included the Mainland's new processing trade policies, CEPA,

labour contract law, and the new corporate income tax law.

Ten study missions were also organized to the Mainland cities
of Beijing, Guangdong, Henan, Hunan, Liaoning, Macau &
Zhuhai, Tianjin, Xiamen, Xian, and Zhejiang. The missions aimed
to enhance members' understanding of Mainland policies and
emerging opportunities, as well as build up new connections to
facilitate their businesses.
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HKSAR Chief Executive
Donald Tsang, and (then)
Financial Secretary

Henry Tang spoke to
members during the year
under review about their
policies for Hong Kong.
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The PRD continued to be a major element in the Chamber's efforts

to help members connect to the Mainland. The Chamber led a
delegation to the 4th Pan-PRD Economic & Trade Cooperation Fair in
Changsha, and contributed to discussions on business development
and cooperation within the Pan-PRD region.

Policy Changes in the Mainland

The Central Government imposed further restrictions on the
processing trade industries during the year under review. In
response, the Chamber formed a subgroup under the China
Committee to collect members' views on the potential impact,
and worked with other chambers in Hong Kong to make a
representation to the Central Government. As a result, the
government agreed to allow enterprises to settle the deposit with
letters of credit or bank guarantees in lieu of cash.
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During the year under review,
the Chamber organized ten study
missions to Mainland cities.
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Mainland China's new Labour Contract Law, and new Corporate
Income Tax Law also raised concerns from the business
community about the changing operating environment in

the Mainland. In response, the Chamber organized policy
workshops to update members on these latest developments
and reflected our concerns in meetings with Mainland officials.

CEPA & the Pearl River Delta
2007 marked the fourth year of CEPA's implementation and

saw the release of its 4th Supplement, which contained 40
liberalization measures in 27 existing service sectors and 11
new sectors, with 60% of the new measures answering to the
various CEPA wish lists submitted by the Chamber. A working
mission to Guangdong in July helped members to explore new
opportunities created by the new CEPA revisions, especially in
the service sector.
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The Mainland imposed
further restrictions on
the processing trade
industries during the year
under review.
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A new format for our
cocktail receptions with
Consuls General has been
well received by members.
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Greater Pearl River Delta Business Council
On the Greater Pearl River Delta Business Council (GPRDBC),

the Chamber contributed to deliberations on issues affecting
Hong Kong-Mainland trade. Substantial contributions were made to
the Joint Investment and Trade Promotion Subgroup of the Council,
which former Chairman of the HKGCC Anthony Nightingale chairs,
on issues ranging from immigration to promotion of Hong Kong to
private enterprises of Guangdong. Moreover, the Chamber took an
active role in the Council's Sustainable Development Subgroup,

especially on cross-border air quality.

In January, HKSAR Chief Executive Donald Tsang announced the
Action Agenda developed from the Economic Summit on China's
11th Five-Year Plan and the Development of the Hong Kong
Economy. This was followed up by the Hong Kong Coalition

of Service Industries, which led a delegation to the National
Development and Reform Commission (NDRC) in November,
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to review the Five-Year Plan and its implications for Mainland/

Hong Kong cooperation. The Chamber also organized a series
of luncheons with conveners of pillar industries focus groups to
help members better understand the opportunities arising from
the plan.

International
During the year under review, the Chamber's geographical

committee organized mini seminars under the "Business
Connect with China in a Rapidly Globalizing Economy Series."
These looked at developments and opportunities in the

Americas, Europe, Asia, Africa and the Middle East, respectively.

Regional cocktail evenings with Consuls General in Hong Kong,
as well as one-on-one meetings with trade commissioners
provided members with useful contacts and information about
trade and investment in various regions around the world.
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Vietnam's Minister of Trade
Truong Dinh Tuyen visited the
Chamber ahead of our study
mission to the country in May.
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The Chamber signed a
Memorandum of Understanding
in 2007 with the Croatian
Chamber of Economy.
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A number of business matching meetings with incoming

delegations were also organized to allow members to meet
potential buyers and suppliers from the USA, Japan, Vietnam, Iran,
Hungary and Poland.

To help members explore business opportunities emerging in
Vietnam, the Chamber led a delegation to Hanoi, Hochiminh City
and Danang in May.

During the year under review, the Chamber received visitors
from around the world, including the Prime Minister of Pakistan,
Shaukat Aziz, the Lord Mayor of London Alderman John Stuttard,
and California Lieutenant Governor John Garamendi among
many others.
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Memorandum of Understanding
To further strengthen the HKGCC's international ties, the

Chamber signed two international Memorandums of
Understanding in 2007 with, respectively, the Croatian Chamber
of Economy, and the Busan Chamber of Commerce & Industry.
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