MINUTES of the Hong Kong Business Coalition on Environment Meeting held on 11 July 2005 at 10:30 am in the Boardroom of the Hong Kong General Chamber of Commerce.

Present:

Mr James Graham (Convenor)
Hong Kong General Chamber of Commerce

Ms Bonny Landers
American Chamber of Commerce in Hong Kong

Mr Tim Peirson-Smith
British Chamber of Commerce in Hong Kong, The 

Dr Andrew Thomson
Business Environment Council

Dr Thomas Tang
Business Environment Council

Mr Jens-Erik Olsen
Danish Chamber of Commerce Hong Kong

Ms Joyce Hoornik
Dutch Business Association

Mr Ken Cheung
Federation of Hong Kong Industries

Dr Gail Kendall
Hong Kong General Chamber of Commerce

Dr W K Chan
Hong Kong General Chamber of Commerce

Ms Eva Iding
Swedish Chamber of Commerce in Hong Kong

Mr Thinex Shek (Secretary)
Hong Kong General Chamber of Commerce

1. Confirmation of Minutes 

Minutes of the BCE meeting held on 4 May 2005 were confirmed and signed.

2. Project CLEAN AIR

The Chairman invited Dr W K Chan to give a briefing on the latest progress of the Project CLEAN AIR.

2.1 Dr W K Chan reminded members that the Project CLEAN AIR would engage the efforts of the government, business sector and the Greater PRD Business Council.  With the Clean Air Charter as an anchor, the project would be sustained by a series of promotional activities covering Outreach Programme, Public Campaign and Research.

2.2 The BCE Clean Air Charter was circulated to BCE constituent members to seek support and endorsement in the business community to reduce emission and implement air quality management on a voluntary basis.  The Secretariat (HKGCC) would follow up the sign-ups process.  

2.3 The Outreach Programme aimed to encourage capacity building among the business sector by developing/organising:

· Clean Air Voluntary Guide of general nature as a reference to help businesses implement clean-air measures,

· Sector-relevant codes/guides for specific industries,

· Experience-sharing seminars and visits,
· Pilot scheme for SMEs, and
· Clean air webpage.
2.4 The Public Campaign would include community programmes to disseminate the clean-air message, including the organisation of a Clean Air Day tentatively scheduled for November 2005, and development of public guidelines to “spare the air” on high-pollution days.

2.5 Through the Project the BCE would also initiate or provide support to relevant and private-sector driven research studies to supplement the knowledge base in emission control and to encourage self-regulation. 
2.6 Mr Victor Fung, Chairman of the Greater PRD Business Council (Hong Kong) had given his personal support to the Project.  The Project proposal had been presented by the HKGCC at the Hong Kong/Guangdong joint meeting of the GPRDBC’s Sustainable Development Committee held on 6 July 2005, subsequently endorsed by the Guangdong side.  The BCE would find ways to partner with the Guangdong side.
Dr Chan invited views from BCE members.

2.7 Mr Tim Peirson-Smith told members that the British Chamber would sign the Charter.  He advised the BCE to gain support from SMEs, and to maintain the Project as an initiative from the business sector if green groups would be involved.  Mr Jens-Erik Olsen of the Danish Chamber appreciated the BCE’s efforts and hoped to increase the public awareness by inviting more environmental parties to take part in the programme.  The Chairman felt that the green groups would have certain role to play in any case, so it would be better to embrace their support to the Project. 

2.8 Dr Andrew Thomson of the Business Environment Council suggested that the Charter could include a date of action for the signees.   The Chairman explained that Project encouraged the participating parties to develop their own action agendas on a voluntary basis, in accordance with their business nature.

2.9 Ms Eva Iding said that the Swedish Chamber would sign the Charter.  She pointed out that air problem also came from local pollution from road traffic, ships and power plants, hence it would be important to explore the use of cleaner fuels such as bio-diesel.  The Swedish Chamber would also look into the issue of indoor air quality.
2.10 Dr Thomas Tang told members that the Business Environment Council launched an environmental programme in March to introduce financial instruments and best practices, and the recent EnviroSeries Conference focused on the impacts of energy and infrastructure sectors on regional environment.  He was grateful to share relevant information with BCE.  The BEC was interested in research studies on pollution trading and carbon emission trading, as well as case studies from the transport, power and industry sector.  It would also look into the topic of clean fuel towards the end of this year.

2.11 Dr Andrew Thomson supplemented that there was a lack of dialogue between the government and the private sector in regard to the use of clean fuel.  Bio-diesel, for example, was given a base in the form of rules or guidelines in other countries, but we did not have such framework in Hong Kong.  Dr W K Chan felt that a successful business voluntary project would be crucial to support policy lobbying.  He would seek partnership with the Environmental Campaign Committee to widen the public involvement in the Project.

2.12 Ms Bonny Landers, who recently took the Chair of American Chamber’s Environment Committee, believed that it would be important to quantify the economic benefit of implementing clean air measures. 

2.13 Ms Joyce Hoornik told members that the Dutch Business Association would sign the Charter.  She echoed with Mr Tim Peirson-Smith that more focuses should be put on SMEs.  Mr Peirson-Smith added that some cases of best practices would be useful as a benchmark to SMEs.  Dr W K Chan explained that the Charter would be supplemented by some sort of basic guidelines to businesses, followed by a series of action-oriented activities which SMEs could take part.  The Project would also develop some simple guidelines following the pilot scheme for SMEs.  

2.14 Mr Ken Cheung said that the Federation of Hong Kong Industries took a positive view towards the Charter. 

2.15 Ms Eva Iding and Dr Thomas Tang suggested the BCE publicising the participating companies to recognise their endorsements on the Charter.  The Chairman said that the Charter would be officially launched once it received a critical mass of support, at which the signees would be acknowledged.

3. AOB

There being no other business, the meeting adjourned at 12:00 noon.
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