MINUTES of the Hong Kong Business Coalition on Environment Meeting held on 13 May 2004 at 6:00 pm in the Boardroom of the Hong Kong General Chamber of Commerce.

Chairman

Mr Barrie Cook
Convenor, Hong Kong Business Coalition on Environment

Present

Mr Sandy Edge
Australian Chamber of Commerce in Hong Kong 

Dr
Andrew Thomson
Business Environment Council

Mr Joseph Li
Federation of Hong Kong Industries

Mr James Graham
Hong Kong General Chamber of Commerce

Dr W K Chan
Hong Kong General Chamber of Commerce

Mr Y N Wong
New Zealand-Hong Kong Business Association

Ms Wing-nga Wong
New Zealand-Hong Kong Business Association

1. Minutes of the Last Meeting 
Minutes of the BCE meeting held on 21 May 2003
were confirmed and signed.

2. Matters Arising 

None.

3. Profile of Hong Kong environmental issue

To facilitate members’ discussion, Dr W K Chan gave an overview on Hong Kong’s current environmental issues in relation to major government consultations, planning and transport, conservation of nature and heritage, and other environmental matters.

There had been a few major consultations conducted by the government, including the Conservation Policy Review concerning the countryside with ecological interest, as well as two on-going consultations on Heritage Policy Review and 2030 Planning Vision and Strategy.  The Sustainable Development Council was also in the process of developing a model to engage the public in discussion on Susdev, covering the subjects of renewable energy, waste and urban planning.

In regard to the issues on urban planning, the government would develop a proposal to develop Lok Ma Chau Loop after the Financial Secretary concluded the Budget debate.  Super Prison was also a subject of interest in the past BCE meeting.  Currently the most important issue drawing public attention was the harbour reclamation, concerning a range of subjects such as Wanchai reclamation, Kai Tak reclamation & land use, harbour front enhancement, Harbour transport planning and the Harbour Authority.  Other issues in relation to transport development were the Transport Strategy, Southern Island Line, and the Hong Kong-Macau-Zhuhai Bridge.

Major subjects under conservation of nature and heritage included river and rural conservation in Tung Chung and Lam Tsuen, as well as built-heritage preservation, with the Stubbs Road mansion as a recent example.  There were also some problems arising from urban renewal in Wanchai market and “Wedding Card Street”.

Finally, Dr Chan gave a brief account of a number of conventional environmental challenges arising from air, water, energy and waste matters.  On air pollution, the government had been formulating policy for emission trading and dealing with cross-border air pollution.  In sewage treatment, the HATS development was also in progress.  In regard to energy, the hottest subjects would be the renewable energy policy and the re-regulation of the electricity companies after the present Scheme of Control expires in 2008.  Recently the construction waste disposal charging bill had been examined by the Legco’s Bills Committee, and there was also an on-going debate on the use of incinerator.  

Members believed that the community should move towards sustainability issues, looking at not only the economy but also environmental and social angles together.  The Government should speed up their efforts in pursuing sustainable development.  

Members also discussed the latest development of the West Kowloon district project, at which Dr Chan told members that the Government would open up all qualified bids after 6-month assessment for public inspection, then to decide a short list.  Therefore there might still be room for changes in the mode of development and governance. 

4. Discussion on BCE’s Future Role
Members held discussion on BCE’s future role, and generally felt that the BCE should maintain its role as an umbrella organisation representing the business community in addressing environmental issues.  With support from the large pool of private-sector organisations with diverse background, the BCE should continue to provide an independent and coherent voice on environmental issues, endorsing environmental initiatives of its members and representing the business community’s views to the government.  

Dr Chan told members that the HKGCC would be pleased to continue to provide the secretariat for the BCE.  Despite being a loose organisation without substantial resource, the BCE could play a useful role in lobbying the government as a coalition, and also allowing individual chambers to attach BCE’s names to their own functions to receive the most support.  

The Chairman suggested the Secretariat to seek further views from BCE members on its future role.   He then informed members that as he had retired, so it would be an appropriate time for him to step down from the BCE.  Upon nomination by Mr Barrie Cook and as agreed at the meeting, Mr James Graham became the new Convenor for the BCE.

Mr Sandy Edge proposed and members unanimously agreed to a vote of thanks to Mr Cook for his efforts and contribution to the BCE.
5. Any Other Business

There being no other business, and the Chairman called the meeting to end at 7:00 pm.
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