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COMMITTEE, 1904,
( Elected 27th April.)

Mr. E. A. HEWETT, (hairman.

MR. D. R. LAW, Viee-Chaivmean. Mg. J. B. M, SMITII.
MEr. W. .J. GRESSON. MRr. H. E. TOMEINS,
ME. A. HAUPT, ‘ Mr, R. (. WILCOX.

Mr. N. A. SIEBS. | MRe., A. G WOOD.

Hox. H. E. POLLOCE. x.c. (et officio)
M. A. R. LOWE, Seeretary.

ARBITRATION COMMITTEE, 1904,

i, A, HATEL \

Mg. N. A, SIEDBS. Mgr. A. G. WOOD.

Mr. . K. TOMKINS. | : Mr. W. 1. GRESSON,
CORRESPONDING COMMITTEE, 1904,
THE CHAIRMAN, | Mu. J. BoM SMENIT.
THE VICE-CHAIRMAN. | Mgr. R, C. WILCOX.
LIST OF MEMBERS, 1904,
M. FERD BORNEMANN. Me. G. . LAMMERT.
« B BREWITT, B MARTY
s . P. CHATER, ¢.M.G. « . R MICHAREL.
Mg. WM. DANRBY. .. H. N. MODY,
D. 8. DADY-BURJOIL. o G MOXON,
A. M. ESSABHOY. .. 15. M. H. NEMAZEE.
FUNG WA CHUEN, Di. J. W. NOBLE.
ol AL G GORDON, Hox. H. E. POLLOCK, x.c.
- ¢, T.. GORHAM. Mr. E. €. RAY,
D. HASKELL. 5 A H RENNIE;
HO FOOK, . M. 8 BASBOON,
. HO TUNG. . 5. H. SHARD, x0.
. JORDAN, 5 s A G STOKES,

Mg FE. KADOORIE.

Messes. J. D, HUMPHREYS & SON.
W. (. HUMPHREYS & Co.

MEsshs 4. V., APCATR & Co.
ARNHOLD, KARBERG & Co.

TRy RO RATRIY & -C0. - J. D. HUTCHINSON & Co.
7 BANKER & Co. . JARDINE. MATHESON & Co.
X BARKETTO & Co. 3 JEBSEN & Co.

" BENJAMIN, KELLY & POTTS. © JOHNSON, STOKES &

Y I, BLACKHEAD & Co. | MASTER.

© BRADLEY & Co. | .  KRUSE & Co.

. RUITERFIELD & SWIRE. ’ " LAl HING HONG.

" CALDBECK. MACGREGOL & Co. LAMKE & ROGGE.

" CARLOWITZ & Co. i . DOUGLAN, LAPRAIK & Co.
T CAWASJEE, PALANJIEE & Co. . LANE. CKAWFORD & Co.

© 8 J. DAVID & Co. : . LAUTS, WEGENER & Co.

© DEACON, LOOKER & DEACON, | .. vr. LEMAIHE & Co.

© DENMYS & BOWLEY. | " LINETRAD & DAVIS,

© EWENS & HATRSTON. W. K. LOXLEY & Co.

T GIBBR. LIVINGSTON & Co. | LUTGENS. EINSTMANN & Co.
T BILMANN & G : D. MACDONALD & Co.

© QODDARD & DOUGLAS, | MeEWEN, FRICKEL & Co,
© GROSSMAN & Uo. 1 < MeGREGOR BROS, & GOW.
© HUGHER & HOUGIH. | " MELCHERS & Co.

L ALEYEL & Cu, ; SANDEL, WIRLER & Co.

7 Wm, MEYERINK & Co, 1. 1. SASSOON & Co.

? MING KEE HONG. | . SHEWAN, TOMIS & Co.

2 RO MODY & Co, \ " SIKMSSEN & Co.
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LIST OF MEMBERS,— Continued. OFFICERS OF THE HONGKONG GENERAL CHAMBER OF COMMERCE.

MEssks. MOUNSEY & BRUITON. I Mgessps. H. SKOTT & Co. From date of Formation in 1861 to 1904,
-t 1' PABANEY & Co. [ SMITH. BELL & Co, T i o = y T
P H. PRICE & Co. ! " STEWART BROS. Year. | Ehairman, | Vice-Chairmen. | Seeretary.
L » PUNCHARD. LOWTHER & Co, | B PATN & €0; ! e —- —— ———
A RADECKER & (o. | o TURNER & (o. 1861 Alexander Percival ... W. Walkinshaw ... ... J. Jolinson
REISS & (o. ‘ ) VERNON & sMYTH. 1862 James Macandrew ...... O W Mtray: .o creess J. G, Baldwin.
REUTER, BROCKELMANN & . WENDT & Co. 1563 JoJ. Muckenzie o | CERLBER cLivana | Baldwin.
'o. o HARRY WICKING & Co. 1864 L I 58 oo Bt ] w503 13 1 T R S D J. 2L Balilwin,
A ALEX. ROSS & (o, j 5 . 68 WILES & G 1865 3 Tiemuaniy .sseseeeh SHBUEIBE .o | ST Baldadin
i ROZARIO & Co. | 1866 Jobn Dentiaies o, P Ryie e Edwanrl Norton.
1867 B Ryvies:. .. W NISson oo wo« | Hdward Novton.
15868 P: Wyrie... doete e s o e e B (e DR J0 WL Wool.
i 1869 WLk Bl sy & I Heltaml s . Jo WL Waood,
{ PACIFIC MAIT, STEAMSHIP Co. 1870 W. Keswick ... o) L B Taylor oo o) AL Noel Blakeman.
AGENCY < OCUIDENTAL & ORIKNTAL 84 (0. 1871 P Rytie e v A Zimmern o e Al Noel Blakeman,
TOYO KISEN KAISHA. X 1872 I R_)‘l‘l.c... ) Ly I\va-hu ........ Tad. I]inku!'. Adeting.
BANQUE DE LINDO-CHINE, 1873 P Ryrie o I Rahn........ socas| A .\1(11'1 Blakeman.
- BRITISH-AMERICAN TOBACCO COMPANY, LIMITED. 1874 PRk ieaanss| JJames (1}1'?!}1’... RN . O I\_tel Blakeman.
= CANADIAN PACIFIC RAILWAY COMPANY, LIMITED. 1375 1% Hytian.. corenen | James Greix ..o A. Noel Blakeman.
CANTON INSURANCE OFFICE, LIMITED. T B T W, Keswick ... , N. B. Dennys.
CHARTERED BANK OF INDIA. AUSTRALIA & CHIN \. 1877 “ TESWIOK,, s isins cvsarine H. H. Nelson ... = | H Lo Reitriys,
| CHINA COMMERCIAT, STEAMSHIP COMPANY. LIMILTED. 1878 Keswick . 3 5 I O ])'uir_\"mplu 5 o J 1. George.
‘ CHINA EXPORT, IMPORT AND BANK Co. 1879 \\'. Keswick .. H. H. I\'c]v:nu 15, Georee.
CHINA FILE ]'\}Hb RANCE COMPANY. LI M[u. D. 1850 W, Keswick .. see | HiH.-Nelson I, George,
CHINA & JAPAN TELEPHONE & ELECTRIC Co. LD, 1881 W. Keswick ..... | I 5 R A L L R A I8, George.
| CHINA MERCHANTS' STEAM NAVIGATIU.\' COMPANY. 1882 TR b Tedor (oge e S (SR ”.ll}‘lnp](‘ ....... { E. Georue.
CHINA SUGAR REFINING COMPANY. LIMITRD. 1583 F, B. Jobnson ... ) T S R e I o T
CHINA TRADERS' INSURANCE COMPANY, LIMITED. 1844 W. Keswick ........ .| P.Ryrie H. M. Baily.
CHUN ON FIRE INSURANCE COMPANY. TI\IIl‘HD. 1885 W. Keswick .. S O H. M. Baily.
COMPAGNIE DES MESSAGERIES MARITIMES 1886 P Byniets e versss A, P. MacEwen H. Al Bailv,
DAVID SASS00N & COMPANY, LIMITED, 1887 P Ryrie... A 1L Maclwen .........| .U, detfries.
DEUTSCHE ASIATISCHE BANK, ] 1888 I'. Ryrie JuBellidvwine. usnen I, 1. Jdeffries:
DODWELL & COMPANY, LIMITED, 1889 1 Ry, J. Bell fevine ..o | E Henderson,
EAST ASIATIC TRADING Co. (OSTASIATISCHE AN DELS-G NI LISCHART) 1890 | 1. Muckinto .. A. P. MacBwen ... L i
EASTERN EXTENTION. AUSTRALASIA & CHINA TELEGLRALIL Co., ; 1801 .| M. Mackintosh ... il Heareek I e,
GREEN ISLAND CEMENT COMPANY. LIMITED. 1842 . Mackintosh .. J. J. Keswick Ad.lm Lind, Aeting.
GUARANTY TRUST COMPANY OF NEW YORK. 1893 J.J. Keswick A G Westl it «o| K. Henderson.
HAMBURG-AMERIKA LINIE, | 1894 J.J. Keswick .. 15, Mackintosh I', Hewderson,
HOLLAND-CHINA TRADING Co. 1895 A. G, Wood ..., A. McConachie ... | ¥, Henderson.,
HONGKONG, CANTON & MACAO STEAMBOAT COMPANY, LIMITED. 1896 A, MeConaelie oo | Herbert Smith...... . . C. Wileox,
HONGEONG & CHINA GAS COMPANY, LIMITED. \ 1847 R ML Q0 e i Herbelt Bt e %O Wileox,
HONGKONG FIRI INSURANCE COMPANY, LIMITED. 1848 ML GAAY oniaamznniansn Herbert Smith............] R.0G. Wilcox,
HONGKONG & KOWLOON WHALL & GODOWN COMPANY. LIMITED 1844 B. M. Gray A. MeConachie .........] . C. Wileox.
HONGEONG LAND INVESTMENT & AGENCY COMPANY. LIMITED. ; 1900 B, M. Gray ...o.c.cocaeee J. . Keswick | e Wilcox,
HONGEKONG ROPE MANUFACTURING (COMPANY, LIMITED. 14901 Sir Thowas Jackson ... L‘.. H Sharp) s -f G Waleox.
HONGEKONG & SHANGHAI BANKING CORFORATION. 1902 Sir Thomas Jackson..... . Sharp | AR Lowe,
HONGKONG & WHAMPOA DOCK COMPANY, LIMITED. ‘ 1903 |3 A Hewert .oooeenee. Ll O A. K. Lowe.

IMPERIAL BANK OF (‘HINA ‘ Bt ol e

INTERNATIONAL BANKING CORPORATION. ‘ ~ CHAMBER'S REPRESENTATIVES IN LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL,

JAVA-CHINA-JAPAN LIJN,

v s j ‘
%{I%%)}NEIIIEEAgAR [;IbOI-I;AIh DIA, LIMITED B E‘?ﬁi‘:‘ﬁ, Name of Llepresentatice. i Tlow Elected.
NATIONAL BANK OF CHINA, LIMITED. : ——— —— —'A—-—;--w e
NIPPON YUSEN KAISHA. 1584 1 homas Jackson ... . Bleeted 2nd Jannary.
OSAKA SHOSEN KAISHA. 1886 | Alexander Palmer Mae [‘Ju en ... Elected 27th April, Mr. Jackson on leave.
i PENINSULAR & ORIENTATL STEAM N 3 N O - 1887 | Alexander Palmer MacEwen .. | Elected 17th September, on retirement of
s RUSSO-CAINESE BANK. I NAVIGATION COMPANY. . ‘ Mr. Jackson.
| SHELL TRANSPORT AND TRADING COMPANY. i 1858 | Rendyshe Bayton' .ocoaimee. BEleeted 22nd May, Mr. MacEwen on leave.
| SHIU ON STEAM-SHIP COMPANY, LIMiTED. 5 1890 Thomas Henderson Whitehead .| Flected 18th September, on resignation of
SPERRY LOUR COMPANY OF SAN I'R ANUISCO. ' | \ M1 MacEwen.
STANDARD OIL COMPANY OF NEW YORK. 1504 | Alexander MeConachic ooviinn Llccted 9th June, Mr. Whitclhead on leave.
I TAL SHING PAPER MANUFACTURING COMPANY, LIMITED . 1896 | Thomas Henderson Whitehead .1 He-elected 1th September, on expivy of term.
UNION INSURANCE SOCIETY OF CANTON, LIMITED. , 30007 | Horbert SuHth s isnsessnesiones © Blected 30th April, Mr. Whitehead on leave.
‘ WATKINS, LIMITED. . 1900 | John Thurburn ... Elected I18th  Juue, on resignation of 3
WILEINSON, HEYWOOD & CLARKE, LIMITED b feF M. 11 Sniith,
YORKOHAMA SPECIE BANK, LIMITED . { 1901 | Thomas Henderson Whitehead .| Retarned from leave, 22nd June, 1901,
| 1902 | Robert Gordon Shewan | lected 5th June. Mr. Whitchead on leave,
/ 1902 tobert Gordon Shewan .. Bleeted 3rd October, on expiry of term.
bE T 1903 | Henry Edward Pollock, K.c. ... ! Elected on 12th August, Mr, Shewan on leave,
L L
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Name,

Objects.

Member:hip

amd Sub-

geriplion.

Manage-
mint.

RULES AND REGULATIONS

(CONFIRMED AT THE ANNUAL GENERAL
Meeriye neep 19t May, 1903

1. The Society shall be stvled Toe HoNGRoNG GENERAL
CravBrr oF COMMERCE.

1L The object of the Chamber shall be to wateh over
and protect the general interests of Commerce, to collect
information on all matters of interest to the Mercantile
Commuuity, and to use every means within itz power for
the removal of evils, the redress of grievances, and the pro-
motion of the common good : to communicate with Author-
ities and others therenpon ; to form a code of practice where-
hy the transaction of business may be simplified and
facilitated : to receive references, and to arbitrate between
disputants—the decisions in such references to he recorde:d
for future ngze or guidance.

ITI. All Mercantile Firms, and persons engaged or inter-
ested in the trade of Hongkong or China slmll he eligible
for adinission as Members in the manner heveafter de wnhetl
and on payment of $30 for Firms, and $20 for single in-
dividuals for the current yvear of theu election, and a like
annnal subseription therenfter, payable on Lst January.

1V. Candidates for adinizsion mnst he proposed by one
Member, and seconded by another, und elected at the Annual
General Meetings hy a m'qurltv ol the votes of the Members
there present entll]u] to vote. _l]n,v may also he elected
by the Committee in the interval between such Annual
(General Meetings, hut subject to confirmation at the next
Annual General Maemw.

V. The business and funds of the Chamber shall he
managed by the Committee.

VI. The Committee hall consist of mine Members to be
clected at the Annnal Meeting of the Chamber and shall
hold Office for one year. Vacancies occurring during the
vear shall be filled up by the Committee.

The Committce shall enter upon office as soon as the
nnal Meeting has been held and shall remain in office
until their report and accounts have been accepted and
passed by the Chamber and their suecessors assume office.

At their first meeting the new Commitice shall elect a
Chairman and Viee-Chairman who shall hold office for the
year.

Oe =

VII. In the event of the Representative of the Chamber
of Commeree in the Legislative Comueil not being a member
of the Committee he “hall e officio have a seat on the
Clonnnittee.

VIIT. The Committee shall meet at least once n month
(on such day as may be fixed) for the transaction of business,
and at other times ‘when summoned by the Chairman, or in
his absence by the Viee-Chairman. The puweulmw- to he
Jaid on the table for the mapu'fmn of members subject to
such regulations us the Committee may consider e\pmllenf
In case of the non-uttendance of the Chairman and V ice-
Chairman, @ chairman ghall be chosen by the Members of
the Committee present.

INX. At Meetings of the Committee four Members =hall
form o quorim, and i ease of an equality in voting the
Chairman shall have a casting vote in addition to his own.

X. The Committee shall have power to appoint Sub-
Committees for such purposes ax may be deemed advizable,

XI. The Committee shall have power to frame By-laws,
which shall at once come into foree, hut must he presented for
confirmation at the next ensuing General Meeting of the
Chamber; and after such cmmmmtmn sich By “laws shall
be binding on all Members equally w ith these Rules.

XII The Funds of the Chamber shall be paid into one
of the Banks under an acconnt to he opened by the Com-
mittee, and may be invested in such mauner as may be con-
siderved advisable, i

NII1. All cheques shall be signed by the Seerctary of
thL. (‘lmml}u'. and conntersigned lr: the Chairman, or Vice-
Chairman, or in their absence by oue of the (‘mumlrluu.
All dishursements =hall he sanc stioned by the Committee af
their ordinary Meetings.

An Aceount duly audited by two Members of the Cham-
ber shall be laid before the Anuual General Meeting.

XIV. A vearly Report of the proceedings shall be pre-
paved, w hich, after being approved at the Aunual General
Meeting, shall be lnmtml and cireulated,

XV. A paid Seeretary shall e appointed by the Com-
mittee, sich .1ppmlltmun to he -«uh]e(l 1o 1-unhl'md.lum af
rlle next ensuing Annual General Meeting.

NVI. The Annual General Meeting of the Chamber ~hul|
he held in the month of February (m‘ ax soon thereafter as
may he mn\euu,nl) of each year for the purpose of receiv-
ing the Committee’s I\e-]mll of examining aml passing the
Accounts of the previous vear, of electing the Committee
for the ensuing year, and of transacting general husiness.

Committee
Mectings.

Sub-Com-
mirtees,

By-laws,

Accounts,

Annual
Report.

Secrefary.

Annual and

Special
Greneral
Moctings.
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Extra-
ordinary
(Greneral
Meetings.

Quoram.

Voting.

Expulsion of
Member,

Alteration
of Rules.

N

AllL important questions affecting the Port, and its
commercial relations with the Empire of China, or
with other Statex may bhe discussed, at the Aunnual Meet-
ings, or at Special General Meetings convened for the
purpose in the mamner provided for by Rule 17.

XVIIL. The Committee may whenever they think fit, or
shall upon a requisition made in writing signed by at least
five Members of the Chamber, convene an Extraovdinary
General Meeting of the Chamber. Any =uch requisition
shall state the objects of the Mecting proposed to be held,
and npon receipt of such requizition the Committee shall
forthwith call an Iixtvaordinary General Meeting o e
held within 10 days subseguent to the receipt of =nch re-
quisition. -

XVIIL. Atleaxt five days’ notice, either by Advertizement
or printed Cirenlar, shall be given of each Annual or Kxtra-
ordinary General Meeting, and in the case of the latter the
notice shall state the nature of the business for which the
Meeting is called,

XIX. No business shall be transacted at any General
Meeting unless there he perzonally present at the time the
Meeting proceeds to business ten or more Members,

XX. Voting by Proxy, or by Members whose subserip-
{ions are in arrear, shall not be allowed, nor shall more than
one Member of the same Firm be entitled to vote for
such Firm on the sime occagion.

XX In the absence from the Colony of all the partners
ina Firm, their representative by Power of Attorney shall
Le entitled to vote.

NXII In ease the conduet of any Member shall in the
opinion of the Committee be injurious to the character or
interests of the Chamber, the Committee may alter due
enquiry, and after opporiunity of making his defence has
heen afforded to such Member, pass a Resolution for the
expulsion of such Member from the Chamber, and such
Resolution shall take effect after it has Leen communicaded
to the Members, and heen passed at a GGeneral Meeting by
a majority of not less than two-thirds of those present and
yualified to vote at such Meeting.

NXIII. The Rules of the Chiamber shall not he repealed,
added to, or altered except by a majority of Members pre-
sent at a General Meeting (ealled for that purpose) and
after at least ten davs’ notice has heen given of the proposed
changes.

XXIV. The Rules and By-laws shall he printed and a
copy thereof shall he furnished to every Member.

Tl

= S0 [y
BY-LAWES.

(CONFIRMED AT THE ANNUAL (GENERAL
Meerixe HeELD 19tH May, 1903.)
—_—

1. The Office shall be open daily from noon to 1 o’elock
p.m., when the Seeretary hall be in attendance, and ready
to communieate with any Member requiring information or
access to the Records of the Chamber.

II. The Secretary shall attend all Meetings (including
those of the Arbitration Committee, if required), keep n
journal of all proceedings, take charge of all documents,
keep the accounts of the Chamber, collect Subseriptions and
obtain Statistics of Trade, prepare Statements of Trade,
conduct and keep copies of correspondence, and attend to
sueh other duties as may e required by the Committee,

ITI. All commuuications shall be received aud answered
throngh rhe Chairman, Vice-Chairman, or Seeretary.,

1V. No docnments helonging to the Chamber shall be re-
moved during Office hours, nor shall any minute of its
proceedings be made publie withour au ovder of the Com-
mitree,

V. Notice of any proposition or husiness to be brought
by Members hefore the Yearly General Meeting shall be given
to the Secretary at least 5 days before the Meeting, who,
in the cirenlar or advertisement calling such Meeting, will
state the huginess or propogition, and by whom to he I:i'nngln

forwanrd.

VI. In addition to the Subseriptions as provided for by
Rule ITI, funds for the requirements of the Chamber may he
raised in the following manner: By the sale of statements
of trade, by fees on Arbitration and Reterences, by fees for
certified copies of the Records and other Documents in the
Archives of the Chamber or for Certificates for any Com-
mereial matters, by the issue of telegraphie or other inform-
ation of general interest, and by Voluntary gifts and con-
tributions either in money, maps, books or anything which
may be useful to the Sociery.

VII. The Committee shall appoint every yveur from their
unmber a Corresponding Conmmittee to supervise all matters
connecied with the correspondence of the Chamber, and an
Arbitration Committee to condnet and decide cases sub-
mitted to the arbitration of the Chamber. The functions
of the Arhitration Committee shall continue o long ax any
business =ubmitted ro them durving their period of service
remains undecided. i X

Ofice hours.
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duties.
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Appoint-
ment of out-
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Arvbitration
Fees,

Terms

Arbitration
Committee
tu enforee.

Counstruction
of By-laws.

R TNE

In eases of dispute relating to matters of a technical
natnre the Arbitration Committee may appoint one or more
persons other than of their number to examine and or arbi-
trate in the matter at such fee or fees as the Committee

may decide.

VIII. Each Member of the Arbitration Committee shall
be entitled to a Fee of not less than $5, and not more than $10
for each sitting, and the Chamber to a Fee (in addition) of
not Jess than %10, and not more than £100. on every case
submitted fo the arbitration of the Chamber. The amount
to he regulated by the Arbitration Committee, according o
the importance of the case and the time occupied therein,
subject to an appeal to the General (fommittee, whose
decision on the amonnt shall he final.

IX. The Disputants in an Arbitration case shall be held
to guarantee the fees jointly and severally to the (‘hamber.

X. The Avhitration Committee shall appoint its own Chair-
man and confine its funetions to cases when its intervention
or advice ix requested, and on no oceasion shall it proceed
with any case uuless all the parties subseribe a Bond making
the award a Rule of the Supreme Court.  Printed forms of
such Bonds, legally prepared, shall be kept for the inform-
ation of Members who may have occasion to resort to the
Chamber for Arbitration: and the Committee shall not
arbifrate upon, nor take any cognizance of, any dispute
whatever, unless one of the parties interested therein be a
Member of the Chamber.

XI. In the event of any question as to the con-
struction or application of these By-laws, the General
Committee shall have power to decide the same, xubmitting
the matter to the next General Meeting of the Chamber
for its final deeision.

TSI s o

RULES TO REGULATE PROCEEDINGS
AT MEETINGS HELD FOR THE
NOMINATION OF REPRESENTATIVES
OF THE CHAMBER IN THE
LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL.

(CoNFIRMED AT THE ANNUAL (GENERAL
Mretize BHELD 1913 Mav, 1903.)

1. On receipt of a rveguest from the Govermment to Natice of
nominate a representative of the Chamber in the Legislative Mecting,
Conneil, o General Meeting of the Members shall be ealled
by the Committee, notice of which shall be given by adver-
tisement in the public Press at least 5 days before the hold-
ing of such Meeting.

2. Notiee in writing of the names of Candidates, srd Peoposal of
of their proposers wnd seconders, to be lodged with the Candidates.
Secretary at least 45 hours before the time appointed for
holding the General Meeting.

3. If only one Candidate, the Voting to be hy show ol Vatine,
hands, if more than one Candidute, the Voting to e by A
Ballot. d J

1. In the ease of a Ballot, Serutineers to be appointed by
the Meeting. )
5. I the case of a Ballet, a voting paper to be handed
to ench Member entitled to vote attending the Meeting, and
when the Poll takes place, the voting papers with the name
of the Seleeted Candidates filled in, to be placed in a
receptacle (o be indicated by the Chairman of the Meeting)
at the place of Ballot; the Serutineers (or Secretary) to
register the nunes of the Voters as the voting papers are
so deposited,
6. After a Candidate has been proposed and scconded gyaer of
Members may speak to the proposal before the Meeting.  speeches.
7. When all the Candidates have heen proposed and
seconded the Candidates may address the Meeting in the
order in which their names have been snbmitted to the
Meeting,
8. Therenfter no further addresses may be made, and
the Ballot shall tuke place.
o After the Serutineers have reported in writing to the Resale.
Chairman of the Meeting the vesult of the Ballot, the Chair-
man =hall declare the same to the Meeting.

10, In the case of an equality of votes Letween the guse of
Candidates standing highest in the Poll, the Ballet as equality of
between these Candidates shall be held over again at a fur- voles.
ther Meeting to be called on a date to be decided on by the
General Committee, such date to be not later than 10 days
after the first Meeting. :
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MINUTES of the Yearly (feneral Meeting of the HoxgRONG
GrNerAL Crauper oF CoMMERCE, held on Wednesday, the
20th April, 1904, at 3.30 p.m., jor the purpose of receiving
the Report of the (‘ommittee and passing the Secretary's
Aecounts for the year ending 31st December, 1903.

Present —

Mr. E. A. Hewerr, (Chairman), and Messrs. Do R, Law, (Vice-
chairman), J. R. M. Suarg, R. . Wincox, A. G. Woop, N. A. Siksps,
H. E. ToMgrxs, A. Havpr, A. Fozrses, T. Coceraxe, W. B. Dixox,
A. 8. Mimara, E. W. Mrresers, B. H. Hivps, . W. F. PLAYFAIR,
W. D. Gramam, J. R. MicragL, A. Marry, Murray StEwWART, O. I.
Eruis, G. Cureie, E. Oryistoy, E. 8. WararLer, Taro Hopzumi, C.
1. Taompsox, W. Daxsy, G. H. Daxy, A.J. Ravmoxp, G. (. Moxox,
J. J. Leiria, H, P. Werre, D. E. Brows, W. 8. Harrisox, C. A.
Tomes, II. Sgorr, G. pr CwamMpeavy, and A. R. Lown, (Secretary.)

The Seererary having read the notice calling the meeting.

The (‘aarryax, (Mr. Hewerr) said :—Gentlemen,—The first busi-
ness before the meeting is a purely formal one—to confirm the report
of the lnst annual meeting, May, 1903, and the report of a special
meeting held on 12th August, 1903, with regard to the election of a
representative of the Chamber of Commerce on the Legislative Couneil.
The minutes of these meetings were published at the time and T take
it vou will hold them as read. T beg therefore to propose that these be
confirmed.

Mr D. . Law seconded, and the motion was agreed to.

The Cpamyay said :—Gentlemen,—The reports and accounts of
the Chamber for last year have been in your hands for some days and we
will therefore with your permission take them as read. I will offer a
few remarks on the more important questions which have engaged the
attention of your Committee during 1903, and will then ask those
members who may wish to do so to address the meeting. For the sake
of convenience I will take the various matters dealt with in the report
in due order.

The question of the Brussels Sugar Convention has recently engaged
the earnest attention of the Committee. In order that full protection |
under this convention be secured for our important local sugar industries,

~ certain suggestions have heen made to the Government here with a view

to the possibilities of the future rather than to the actual needs of the
present.

At our last meeting we had to express regret that the Hongkong
Government declined to accede to our request that all those employed as
pilots in the waters of the Colony should be licensed. As you are
aware the Chamber has again urged this, and a bill has recently been
before the Legislative Council dealing with this important question.
The Ordinance appears to fully meet the requirements of the case, and
we trust it will not be long before the pilot serviee is placed on a

satisfactory footing.

In August last His Excellency the British Minister to China while
on his return to Peking, was good enough to agree to meet the Com-
mittee of the Chamber and in the report will be found the address
presented to him which dealt with a number of important questions.
Sir Erxest Sarow fully discussed these various matters and expressed
his desire to do all possible to further the interest of our trade with China
and his readiness to give full consideration to such representations as the
Chamber might make to him.

Last summer the Vieeroy of Cfanton heing anxious to increase the
revenue of the Province endeavoured to revive the illegal taxation on
foreign opium-attempted in the previous year by his predecessor. The
excuse for this impost being one very generally put forward by the
native officials when additional funds are required, wiz., the payment
of the war indemnity. A telegram was at once despatched to H.B.M.'s
Chargé d'Affaires at Peking protesting against this proposed violation
of treaty, and, thanks to the prompt action of Mr. TowNLEY and the
British Consul General at Canton, the tax has been “suspended,” but it
is very evident that it will be necessary for the Chamber to continue to
keep a careful watch upon our tradal relations with Chhina in order to
prevent the officials from levying illegal taxes when pressed for funds.
(Applause.)

As mentioned at our last annual meeting the question of the com-
pulsory adoption of an official code vocabulary drawn up by the Tele-
graph Companies has been again before us and a telegram was there-
fore sent to the London Chamber of Commerce protesting on behalf




of this Colony against thi: proposal. The objections raised have been
so universal among business communities that it is to be hoped this
vexed question has been finally disposed of.

With regard to the currency question, since our last meeting the
decizion of the Secretary of State for the Colonies has been given. which
is to the cffect that “it was out of the question to entertain the idea of
adopting a gold standard for Hongkong while (‘hina retained her silver
standard.™ As a first step therefore towards a reform of the currency
in China a joint memorial from the Chambers of Commerce of Tientsin,
Shanghai and Hongkong has been forwarded to the Diplomatic Body at
Peking urging that no further time be lost in providing a uniform
currency for China, and the placing of the Provincial Mints under the
control of the Central Government, but it is with regret that we find up
to the present nothing further has been done in this direction.

From time to time attention has been directed to the Crown Agent
system, and some correspondence has passed on this subject between
this Chamber and that of Ceylon. In order to more clearly form an
opinion on the matter a series of questions was drawn up and presented
by our Representative at the Legislative Couneil.  While the Committee
are not prepared tosay that it would not be possible to effeet improve-

ments in the working of the system, they are of opinion that it is
decidedly to the advantage of the Colony that the Crown Agent system
should be continued.

Dul'illg t}]le Year lllld(‘,l' l'(’\'i(‘-'\\' 5(‘\’91'1[1 ltue&tio“‘a‘ 1‘8lil“llg to th(‘
shipping interests of the Colony have engaged our attention.  While it
is admitted that regulations are necessary lfor dealing with vessels
bringing explosives into the harbour, the Committee cannot but consider
that the manner of enforcing the regulations coustitute an unreasonable
and vexatious restriction on the trade of the port, and that the regula-
tions might with perfect safety be modified. After considerable cor-
respondence some slight concessien was obtained from the Government
and it now remains to be seen whether the result will prove satisfactory.

The question of medical inspection of vessels is an old one, having
heen dealt with by the Committee in 1897 and again in 1901. After
giving the new scheme a fair trial the Committee are unanimously of
opinion that the time has now arrived when the posts of Health Officer
of the Port and his assistants should be held by officials devoting their
entire time to the work, to the exclusion of private practice ; in fact that
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the system should he here adopted which now obtains in many British
Ports where the number of entrances and elearances is far smaller than
in Hongkong, which now ranks as one of the largest shipping ports in
the world. The Committee intend to again address the Governmert on
this subject, and trust that, on further consideration, the reasonableness
of their request will be admitted. They feel convinced that in this mat-
ter they can rely on the support of all those members of the Chamber
who are directly interested in shipping. (Applause.)

We are glad to be able to record that the Government has, after
considerable correspondence, agreed to effeet certain improvements in
the signalling of storm warnings, and trust that the practical experience
which will be obtained during the approaching typhoon season may show
that the change effected will result in all that has been hoped for it.

One other point affecting the shipping requires to be dealt
with. I refer to the Imbecile Immigrants Ordinance. This Bill
as originally put hefore the Legislative Clounecil was of such a na-
ture as to give rise to the greatest uneasiness on the part of those
whose business it is to protect the interests of shipowners trading with
the Colony. A protest against this Ordinance was unanimously signed
by the shipping companies here represented, and while the Bill was not
abandoned, as we had hoped might be the case, still very important
modifications were obtained in committee, and we can only regret that
the efforts of our representative in this direction were not more successful,
[ consider it necessary to specially direct attention to this Bill, as the
whole prosperity of Hongkong so largely depends upon the facilities
and encouragement given to shipping to visit the port. I fear that this
fact is sometimes lost sight of and that from time to time attempts at
legislation are suggested, and not infrequently carried ont, caleulated
to impose undue restrictions and expenditure on the shipping, which in
the aggregate form such a tax, cither by loss of time or by actual
expenditure, as to tend to discourage shipping from visiting the Colony.
[t must be remembered that the position of Hongkong as a distributing
centre is not impregnable.  This iz a point which eannot be too strongly

urged.

Tarning to questions of a wider interest which still closely
concern the welfare of our Colony, I would refer to the opening of
Kongmoon as a treaty port, and the establishment of a number of ports
of call on the West River to the benefit of the large and increasing
native passenger traffic. It is but right that acknowledgment should be
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made of the manner in which the officials of the Imperial Maritime
(‘ustoms have endeavoured to prevent difficulties arising in connection
with the work of opening this port and also of the able assistance
rendered by Mr. Fox, H.B.M.’s Consul. (Applause.)

While on the question of new treaties I would also mention that the
Jommittee of the Chamber has addressed the British Minister at Peking
with regard to the advantage which would acerue to the Colony through
the opening of Waichow to foreign trade. You will recollect that Article
VIIT of the Shanghai Treaty of 1902 provided for the opening of this eity,
but as it will probably be some time before this section of that Treaty be-
comes operative the Committee consider efforts should be made to have
Waichow opened without further delay., 1 would add that in our
opinion the Treaty port arca should also include the sister city of
Kwaishin. The question of piracy on the West River continues to be
one requiring constant attention, though I am glad to be able to add that
during the past year complaints of this nature have not been so frequent
as in the past. During the last few weeks however there have been
some cases of piracy and it is evident that the local Chinese officials
have never attempted to seriously deal with the evil. The only means
of finally disposing of this question is to break up the piratical villages
the positions of which are perfectly well known to the Chinese author-
ities.

Although considerable time has elapsed since the question of the
removal of the harriers in the Canton River was last dealt with officially
by this Chamber, we understood privately that matters were progressing
tavourably and that before long the barriers would be removed. We
regret to find that in this as in other matters of hope for improvemen
no advance has been made by the local Chinese officials.  While mos
scrupulonsly exacting due observance of the terms of the Treaties limit-
ing our relations with China the native officials consistently evade their
own obligations whenever possible. The delay in removing the barriers
is yet one more instance ‘of their bad faith, and it is to be hoped that the
necessary steps will be taken to compel the (‘hinese to remove these
barriers within the time stipnlated by treaty. The improvement in the
lighting of the Canton River is another question which requires atten-
tion, and we have reason to believe that the importance of this has not
been lost sight of and that steps are being taken hoth by the Colonial
Government and the Chinese Tmperial Maritime Customs to deal with
it. The great increase which has of recent years taken place in the
steamer traffic between Hongkong and Canton renders it more than ever
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necessary that this improvement should be effected with the least
possible delay. (Applanse.) Progress with the new Commercial Treaties
with China has been slow and the present political situation in the Far
East is not calculated to facilitate matters in this respect. The text of
the new American and also the Japanese Treaties has Leen published
and while some objections have been made to certain omissions in the
former they are both in some respects improvements on the British
Treaty. It is satisfactory to find that the payment of duties in silver is
ensured under the terms of these Treaties. We understand that the
Geerman Treaty will also shortly be ready for signature but so far as I
am aware the text has not vet heen published.

The agitation now being carried on at home with regard to the fiscal
poliey of the Empire has naturally attracted much attention in this Col-
ony, and while the time has not vet arrived to deal seriously with the ques-
tion we have good ground for stating that the majority of the British busi-
ness community here is agreed that a change should be made so as to
place British trade on an equality with its rivals in the world’s markets.
T need only cite as an example one section of our business, viz., shipping.
It is obvious that if we are to hold our position against foreign competitors
equal facilities should not be granted them with our shipping in British
ports unless we in turn receive in their ports the same favourable treat-
ment aceorded to their own shipping. (Applause.) This in the majority
of cases is denied to us. The whole question of fiscal reform is as yet very
much in the clouds but nevertheless very nearly concerns the Colony,
and the Committee will therefore continue to follow closely the move-
ment at home and should it ultimately be decided to seriously deal with
the whole question no doubt full opportunity will be offered us to give
our views on any matter which is calculated to affect the prosperity of
Hongkong. It must of course always be borne in mind that Honglkong,
while a British Crown Colony, is chiefly a port of call for shipping. Its
local productions are practically nil and its manufactures limited. An
enormous volume of trade, a large percentage of which is non-British,
contres here for distribution to China, Philippines and other non-British
territories, and consequently we must strain every nerve to attract this
foreign trade to our port, and we cannot in our own local interests there-
fore regard thiz question of fiscal reform from the strictly Imperial
point of view which may e possible or desirable in other outlying por-
tions of our Empire.

I have reserved to the last what I think you will all agree is
to Hongkong the most important question as far asx thix Colony is
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concerned that has arisen during the past few years although it has
not as yet been formally dealt with by this Chamber. T refer to
the proposed (‘anton-Kowloon Railway. (Applause.) Throughout the
whole of China we see new railways being projected and in some cases
actaally completed, mainly, T regret to say, by the enterprise of those
other than Britisk. The race is {o the swift and we cannot grudge the
well-earned success of our commercial rivals who under other flags press
forward where our British investor apparently fears to tread. The British
investor, [ am informed on high authority, does not care to put his money
into railways in China, and in view of the aid that other Governments
render their nationals, while our Foreign Office refuses to give us equal
support, it is not perhaps surprising that British concessions for railwayx

in China languish while we sec foreign capital freely spent in developing

foreign concessions. The Under Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs
is reported at a recent gathering in London to have made a statement
to the following effect. Speaking on behalf of the Foreign Office, he
says:—“We are alive to the importance of railway development in
civilising a country and in promoting its commercial development

* * * Dbut in China we had not ourselves administrative

responsibility and the work must be done by the foresight motives and
self-interest of private capitalists.” This, I think, fully explains, and in a
manner justifies, the attitude of the British investor, Whether or not
the Under Secretary of State has been correctly reported, I am not in a
position to say, but even though he may not have made use of the words
above quoted, the policy of the Foreign Office as understood by us is
here clearly defined. The time has now arrived however when an ex-
ception should be made to this policy. As I have already stated, the
prosperity of this Colony depends upon its maintaining its position as a
distributing centre for the trade of South China. This being the case it
is imperative that the first railway line connecting Canton with the sea
should be the Canton-Kowloon Railway. If fund< for this line,
estimated at a million and a half sterling, cannot be raised by other
means, then our Foreign and Colonial Offices should join hands. This
Colony should be allowed to guarantee for a term of years the interest
on the capital required for the section of the line across the New
Territory, or, if necessary, should construct and own the line, while the
Home Government should for once in the interests of British trade in
China, break through its traditions and guarantee the interest on the
cost of the section outside the Colony. (Applause.) The distance is
somew here about 120 miles of which one-fifth would be in Hongkong
territory, and the cost of this section of the line would be about one-third
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of the whole. The importance of this que%tiun, hoth from a local and
Imperial point of view, is so great that I make no .qmloq for dealing at
such length with the matter.

Since our last meeting the war cloud which had been hanging over
our heads for so long has burst, and we grieve to see two brave nations
involved in a contest which, whatever the result may be, must mean
heavy loss in life and treasure to both. Already the result of this
conflict has been severely felt by the business scction of this community,
and we hope, not entirely on selfish grounds, that the struggle may be
brief, tending to shorten the period of distress and to minimise the
disastrous results of the war.

Before I take my seat I feel I should like to refer to matters of
more direct personal interest. Qur late Governor, Sir HENRY BLAKE,
after many years spent here, has been now transferred to another sphere
of activity. A somewhat unusually long interregnum has occurred
between his departure and the arrival of his successor, but we were glad
to find that His Majesty's Secretary of State has appointed for Adminis-
trator so experienced and able an official as the Colonial Secretary. (Ap-
plause.) Still another official who, while not connected with the Govern-
ment of Hongkong, has been closely linked with the trade of the Colony
has recently left us. I refer to Mr. Jamns Scott, H.D.M.’s Consul General
at Canton. It was with sincere regret we bade Mr. Scorr farewell, par-
ticularly in view of his health ll'wmo' g0 seriously suffered during the
discharge of his onerous duties. I believe I am right in saying that there
is good reason to fear Mr. Scort may not return to China, and I take this
opportunity therefore of placing on record our high appreciation of the
energy and ability always displayed by him in the execution of his work.
I feel confident that all those members of the Chamber who have had
dealings with Mr. Scorr will readily endorse what I say. (Applause.)
While it is the object of the Chamber of Commerce to deal with all:
questions relating to our trade as they arise and so far as may be to
provide for future contingencies, it is well oceasionally to give a glance
backward and to recall those who have worked in the past and by whose
labours we now benefit. During the past year a very notable figure
has disappeared from the scene, and while it is perhaps somewhat
invidious to make speeial reference to one when so many did good work,
still the unique position he oceupied must be my excuse for mentioning
the namz of Admiral of the Fleet Sir Hrxry Krppen. Admiral
KeprpEL, as we all know, specially distinguished himself in the earlier
days of the Colony by his brilliant services under fire, and also against
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the piratical craft which then swarmed in these waters, while later he
was very closely connected with the history of Hongkong. He has now
passed to his rest full of years and honours, leaving behind him a
reputation which all must regard as a bigh example of good service
fearlessly rendered in the interests of the Empire. We have recently
had brought before us in a forcible manner the advantage which lies
with those who hold the command of the sea, and it is good on occasion
to recall the debt we owe to His Majesty’s senior service and to re-
member that their presence here means security to our trade in these
far distant waters and ensures the safety of all those who dwell under
the shadow of our wide-flung flag. (Applause.) With these remarks
I beg to propose the adoption of the report and accounts.

Mr. E. S. WHEALLER :— Mr. Chairman, I have very great pleasure
indeed in seconding the proposal. T think that from the report and the
(‘hairman’s speech it must be evident to all the members of this
(‘hamber that the commercial affairs of the Colony have been very
well cared for, and our thanks are due to the Committee for the way
in which they have looked after those things both great and small.
There are one or two things which the Chairman has referred to which
I would like to mention. With regard to the question of explosives
on board steamers I ean only say it seems difficult to understand why
it is that we cannot get on with similar regulations here to those that
exist elsewhere. The Government has not told us, as far as 1 under-
stand, why special regulations are required here. With regard to
the Medical Officer of the Port we have, so far as things go, and
can be with a gentleman in private parctice, perhaps as efficient a
service as we can expect, but for one of the biggest shipping centres
in the world that service is not nearly good enough. My exper-
ience last year when I was travelling—and T was in most of the
ports in this part of the world two or three times—was that on the two
ozcasions on which I arrived in Hongkong it took an immensely longer
time than in any port in China or Japan, Manila or Dalny, for the medical
officer to get on hoard the steamer; and I think that is an unsatis-
factory state of uffairs in one of the principal shipping ports in the
world.  (Applause.)

Perhaps one of the most interesting and important points to which
reference has been made is the currency question.  Well, it is satisfactory
to see that it is not quite asleep, but as I do not understand currency
Iwill leave that to somebody else. The most important thing to which the
(‘hairman has referred, and it is one to which T do not notice any refer-

ence in the report, is the question of the Canton-Kowloon Railway. That,
I think, is a question of absolutely vital importance to Hongkong. Tt is
a question on which we may find the progress of Hongkong entirely rests.
It is a question on which the vitality of Hongkong may depend, and I
think it is one of those things which we should ask the Committee to
keep careful watch on and to do every thing they can to keep it before
the Government, and to do all they can to see that the present conces-
sionaires do something. I believe there is no concession in British
territory, and there must surely be some way of getting some activity
put into this business. T believe that either shortly before or shortly
after the concession was obtained, about five years ago, a concession
was also obtained for a railway from Tsintau to Tsinanfu. I do not
think there was much difference between the dates. And this railway
of 250 miles is now in operation, yet nothing is done by the conces-
sionaires to build the railway between here and Canton. T think this
is a most vitally important question. The China Association at their
meeting referred to this question, and in their report there was a letter
on the subject as to whether the railway should go by way of Wai-chow.
But that is a detail. What we want is a railway, the terminus of
which must be British Kowloon. Tt seems to me that the railway
question is one of the very utmost importance. There is no place in
(‘hina to which a railway is so important as it is to Hongkong and
there is no place where there has been less done to get it. (Applause.)
I beg to second the motion.

Mr. J. R. MicaAEL :—Mr. Chairman, I am sure the members gen-
erally will agree with me that the record of work done during the past
year has been very satisfactory, and the Committee are to be congratu-
lated upon the result of their efforts. I am very glad to see that the
heavy fluctuations of exchange, which continue in an even more aggray-
ated form, are now awakening some interest in the currency question. |
sincerely trust that the efforts now being made by those affected and
assisted by the powerful advocacy of the Chambers of (ommerce here
and in North China, in support of the Comnission on International
Exchange from the United States of America to frame a workable
scheme for securing stability of exchange, will soon prove successful.
I hope at any rate we shall soon learn that a possible basis for the
currency of China has been evolved, and that we shall arrive in sight
of some settlement of this great hindrance to the development of
legitimate {rade. There is another subject in which T am sure every
person interested in the welfare of this Colony must take a keen interest.
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I allude to the projected Kowloon-Canton Railway. We want, Mr.
Chairman, to see that enterprise removed from the domain of projects to
that of accomplished facts. It is high time that the railway was
completed instead of waiting for commencement. I hope the. Chamber
will use the whole weight of its influence with the Government to
induce them to assist with that section of the line which has to pass
through British territory. With this at any rate something can be
done by us, and the sooner it is taken in hand the better. (Applause.)

Mr. WBEALLER :—Mr. Chairman, with your permission I should
like to read, ¢ propos of what I said just now about the railway question,
an extract from the circular of Messrs. ILBERT & Co., dated Shanghai,
22nd April :—“A feature which is rapidly becoming noticeable in the
Northern trade is the transference of business from Chefoo to Kiaochau ;
the facilities for loading and unloading cargo there and the rapid transit
by rail to the interior are creating an exodus from Chefoo and the
establishment of the same hongs in Kiaochau : it is said that important
markets in the interior can be reached in one day whereas formerly the
same class of cargo did not reach its destination under three weeks,”
I think that emphasises the importance of railways. (Applause.)

The CHAIRMAN :—Gentlemen, with regard to the remarks made hy
Mr. WagaLLer and Mr. Micoars [ can only say that the members of
the Committee of this Chamber fully realize, as I am sure we all do-
the very vital importance which attaches to the subject of the construe.
tion of a railway connecting the trunk lines of China with this Colony.
As T hope I made it clear in my remarks just now, the question hitherto
has not heen dealt with formally by the Committee of this Chamber as
certain concessions, we understood, were still in existence and these
concessionaires were engaged upon the attempt to carry out their con-
cession. But as it appears to be the wish of this Chamber as here
vepresented that the Committee should officially take up this question,
I can only state that the Committee for this year, whoever they may
be, will, I am quite sure, deal with this very important matter. (Applause.)
[ may add that I have reason to believe that the Hongkong Govern-
ment is as fully alive to the importance of this question as we are and
that the facts stated by Mr. WHEALLER just now in an extract, I think
from Messrs. ILBERT’S circnlar, are admitted by us all.  As business men
it iz made clear to us that any port which is left out in the cold in the
matter of railways must go to the wall, and Chefoo is a very good
example of what would happen to Hongkong if we are not the first to
be connected to China by railway. With regard to the currency
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question, as you know, the Chambers of Commerce of the three prin-
cipal ports in this part of the world have addressed the Diplomatic
Body on the subject, but beyond expressions of their polite sympathy
nothing has been done, at present ; but, as we all know, the reform of
China’s currency is provided for by Treaty and itis a matter which will
be dealt with very promptly by the Committee of this Chamber, who
will continue to urge the importance of this upon the Diplomatic Body
until, we hope, at no distant time reform will be accomplished.
(Applause).

The motion was agreed to.

The CratrMaN moved the confirmation of the election to membership
of the following :—Messrz, Gopparp & Dovcras, Barrrrro & Co.,
Lavke & Roaee, E. (. WiLgs & Co., CauN Ox Firrp INSURANCE
Co., Lp., Smir Ox S. 8. Co., Lp., Osaxa SuosEN Kaisaa, Java-
CEINA-JAPAN L1y, CHINA AND JAPAN TELEPHONE AND IBLECTRIC
Co., Ln., DEacoN, Looker & Dracox, Mr. E. H Smanrp, x.c., Mr. G. (.
Mozxox, Mr. A. M. Essasroy, and Messrs. D. Macpoxarp & Co.

Mr. G. W. F. PLaYFAIR seconded, and the motion was agreed to.
s £

Mr. A. Forses moved the re-election of the Committee for the
ensuing year, with the exception that Hon. C. W. Dicksox (who goes
home shortly) be succeeded by Mr. W. J. Grussox.

Mr. J. R. MicaarL seconded, and the motion was agreed to.

The Cuairmax thanked the members for the honour they had done
the Committee in re-electing them, and the meeting closed.
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l ,‘.\ | = : s = : : ination alluded to in his letter may have been aimed chietly against
il Report of the General Committee of the HOXGRONG GENERAL hounty-fed Continental Sugar, it obviously applied equally to Sugar

i Caayeer or Coanvg RCE, for the Year ending 31st December, from Hongkong not bounty-fed and there was wanting any evidence of

Ml | 2 : $ ‘.‘ 3 a desire on the part of Japan to treat Hongkong products as Japanese
il 1903, jor presentation to the Members at the Annual Meeting, et nted] fa e Coloris Ao 1)

II“ ‘ to be held on Wednesiay, the 27th April, 1904, at 3.50 p.m.
\ ' Licensing of Pilots.

‘ : Y 1) It will be remembered that a long correspondence with the Govern-
. ‘h During t]u.' st A which wus somewhat "“U."O’Wh(’-d upon by ment took place in 1902 with the object of making it obligatory on the
|M; 1902 Report, fewer subjeets have engaged the attention of fhfj Cham- part of the pilots plying for hive within the waters of the Colony to
'Ii ‘ ber, but mueh satisfactory work has nevertheless heen accomplished in register themselves with, and prove theju- qualifications before, a1 Board
fil cerfain dircetions, having the requisite authority from the Government to act, and although,

S c . ax was pointed out, similar regulations were in force dealing with the
ugar convention, - v "
s coxswains and engineers of steam launches. the Government could not

0N
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il A copy of thiz Convention, which came into force on the 1st Sep- then see its way to extend the principle to pilots.

(i tember. 1902, was published in the last Report. Since then much

I . . . . (1 3 ¥ a1 T T 1 .

0l hrogress lhas been made bv the Permanent (lommission in putting The Committee again brought the matter forward in December
] o - l "

il - - ; +
I i through the necessary legislative machinery in order to eomply with the last 'and instanced the flagrant incompetence of the pilot on hoard the
: <5, “Tjipanas” when she steamed over the wreck of the *Pakshan™,

Il
Il |
(it terms of the Clonvention.

i which happened to be indifferently buoyed with danger signals. The

“ As the Imperial Government undertook, on behalf of the Colonies (‘aptain was fined for negligent seamanship by the Harbour Master,
[ :‘ not possessing responsible Governments (of which Hongkong ix one) to who would neither recognixe the part played by the pilot nor allow him

! ' take the necessary measures to prevent bounty-fed sugar which has to wive evidence,

‘ passed in transit through the tervitory of a Contracting State from > :

H enjoying the benefits of the Convention in the market to which it i The Government replied that the matter was receiving attention,

I being sent, local legislation became necessary, and a Sub-Committee, and recently a Bill has heen introduced by the Government dealing

n“ | composed of the Chairman, Vice-Chairman, and Hon. . W. Dicrsox, with the question,  (Appendix (%)

[ was thervefore appointed to wateh the effects of the findings of the

il 't ° Brokerage on Stocks and Shares.

Permanent (‘fommission on the import and export sugar trade of Hong-
kong. At the Government’s request various suggestions have been
made during the year with the object of leading the proposed legisla-
tion in the direction hest suited to the peculiar conditions of the trade

I in this Colony. The Colonial Secretary for the time being had been :
i appointed as the = Fiseal Authority ™ in Hongkong.  (Appendix A.) fortunately the Association was unable to see the force of the argu-

r i ment, contending that the danger of partiality would only be accentuated
|
|

The Committee proposed to the Stoekbrokers’ Association of Hong-
kong that brokerage should be horne by the seller only, as the present
svtem in vogue of charging both buyer and seller with brokerage
precluded the brokers from acting impartially for both parties. Un-

‘!‘}' Japanese Markets and Hongkong Sugar. By the change inasmuch as a broker might consider his duty was due
‘ more to the seller from whom he would receive his commission than to
J the buyer from whom he would not receive any brokerage, whereas
under the present svstem it is the imperative duaty of a broker receiving
his commission from hoth sides to see, to the best of hix ability. that

The Conzul for Japan in Hongkong having written to the * Daily
Press™ protesting against the imputation levelled by that paper against
Japan for the diseriminating treatment accorded in Japan to Hongkong |
Sugars as compared with Japanese manufactured Sugars, a letter wax !
sent to the Consul calling attention to certain inaccuracies in his letter,
and the opportunity was taken to point out that, although the discrim-

| hoth buyer and seller are treated with the greatest impartiality and in
accordance with the ruling rates on the market.  (Appendix D.)
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Sir Ernest Satow’s Interview with the Committee.

Following the precedent et on former visits of H. B. M.s Minis-
ters at Peking to the Colony, the Committee took the opportunity of
inviting Sir Ervgst SaTow, 6.0, H. B. M.Jx Envoy Extraordinary
and Minister Plempotontmr) in China, to meet them and receive an
Address on the various questions awaiting settlement relating to the
(‘olony’s commercial dealings with China. amongst which were :—

Obstructions in the Canton River.

tegistration of Native-owned Junks under Porcign Flags.
Piracy on the West River.

Inland Navigation Rules,

Abseonding Chinese Debtors.

National Coinage for China.

Payment of Customs Duties in Gold.

British Commercial Treaty of Shanghai, 1902.

Proposed Inerease of Taxation on Opium at Canton.

The meeting took place in the Chamber Room on the 6th August,
and. after the Address had heen read by the Chairman, His Execel-
leney proceeded to discuss the subjects touched upon therein, taking
them seriatim. asking for further information on several points, of
which he made notes, and promising to give his carly attention to all
on hiz arvival in Peking.  He concluded by expressing his gratification
at having heen afforded the opportunity of meeting the Committee and
thus being able to interchange views with them. and added an assurance
of his readiness at all times to consider questions which might he
brought to his notice by the Chamber.

The Committee have reason to believe that thiz interview will
strengthen the Chamber's future velations with H. B. M.x Foreign
Office Representative in China and lead to even more ready dn(l Svin-
pathetic acquiescencé with the views from time to time laid hefore His
Excellency. (Appendix E.)

Additional Tax on Foreign Opium at Canton.

A proclamation ixsued by the Viceroy's authority with regard to
the re-imposition of an additional tax on forcign Opium in the Two
Kwang Provinces ap]wned 1 Canton in June last, and as prompt
MEASuTes Were necessary in ordm' to prevent the collection of this illegal
tax, a telegram was despatched to Mr. Warrer TowNiey, H. B. M.
Chargé d° Affaires, Peking, protesting against the proposed re-introdue-
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tion in modified form of the tax which was successtully opposed after
negotiation extending over seven monthsin 1902,  Full details followed
by fetter and support also solicited from H. E. the Governor and Mr.
Consul General Scorr,  Energetic steps were taken by Mr. Warrer
Towstey and Mr. James Scorr at Peking and Canton respectively,
with the result that in August last the Committee had the satisfaction
of learning that the exaction had once more been stopped. (Ap-
pendix IF.)

Official Code Vocabulary.

Since 1890 the Telegraph Companies have been striving to impose
on the Mercantile Community of the World an Official ( 'ode Vocabu-
lary, and with equal uloulantv this Chamber along with many others,
chief of whom was the London Chamber, has str 011’»‘1\' protested against
such an arbitrary measure. which would have had tlm effect of fnr(-mg
a higher rate of expenditure upon those who use cables by restricting
the number of words and signs at their disposal and also throw upon
owners of private codes great inconvenience and expense through the
necessary amendment of their codes, which in many cases have heen
compiled at great expense and years of work.

The support of the Home Government Postal Authorities was
ohtained, and instead of the compulsory vocabulary, the International
Clonference decided to alter the rules relating to codes, and after 1st
July. 1904, any combination of letters not exceeding ten in number
will he passed ax a code-word, provided that it ix pronounceable accord-
ing to the use of the language to which code-words have been limited,
other combinations of letters will he counted as five letters to the word
and the prohibition of letter eyphers which hitherto prevailed, is
removed.  (Appendix ()

The Currency Question.

The resolution passed at the Special General Meeting of Members
held on 18th February, 1903, in favour of the Straits (‘urrency C‘om-
mission extending its inquiries to Hongkong with a view to ascertaining
whether reform of the C'olony’s currency arrangements is advisable, was
communicated by H. B. Sir Hexpy Brage to Mr. CHAMBERLALN,
Secretary of State for the Colonies, who in reply veferred to the resolu-
tions passed at the conference between delegations from United States,
(‘hina, Mexico and Great Britain regarding the monetary systems of
silver-using countries and the establishment of a National Curvency
in the Chinese Empire, Resolution No. 2 veading as follows :—
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“That a national currency for the Chinese Empire, consisting
“of silver coins which shall be full legal tender through-
= out the Empire, ix urgently desirable.
= As soon as practicable, steps should he taken for the es-
“tablishment in China of a tixed relation between the
= silver unit and gold.™

Me. CnamperLaIy considered it would be inexpedient to appoint a
C'ommission to inquire into the Hongkong (nrrency arrangements as
it appeared to be out of the question to entertain the idea of adopting
a gold standard of curvency in the Colony while China remains a silver
standard country.,

The Tientzin Chamber having been informed that the Chinese
(Government were anxious to take action with regard to its Currency
invited the Shanghai and Hongkong Chambers of Commerce to join in
drawing up a Memorial to the Diplomatic Body in Peking with the
object of instigating sympathetic support by that Body with the aims
of the Chinese Authorities. Your Committee advised that the fiest step
towards a solution of this complicated question should be the establish-
ment of a uniform national currency. as provided for by Article 11 of
the British Commercial Treaty of Shanghai of 1902, ax until reform in
this direction was carried out, it would not be possible to satisfactorily
deal with the question of stability of exchange in China,  The Tientsin
and Shanghai Chambers agreed to this course of action, ax well ax to
the proposed absorption, instead of the closing, of the provineial Mints,
and the Joint Memorial from the three bodies was despatched to each
Member of the Diplomatic Body in Peking, the Doyen of whom replied
that the Diplomatic Body was highly interested and greatly appreciated
the efforts and zeal of the signatory Chambers of Commerce. Nothing,
however, has transpived ax to what efforts have since been made to
further the matter with the Chinese Government, but, it is no doubt
too early to expect that any material result has been attained in this
direction at the time of writing. (Appendix H.)

The Crown Agents and Contracts with Private Firms.
The Cevlon ¢hamber having asked for the opinion of thix Chamber
with regard to the working of the Crown Agents System in Hong-
kong. the Chamber’s Representative, Hon. R. SHEWAN, put a series ol
questions at a subsequent meeting of the Legislative Council, and from
the answers given by the Government and the Report of the Commis-
sion appointed by H. . the Governor in 1901 to inquire into the
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working of the Public Works Department, the Committee came to the
conclusion that the cost to the Colony through the employing of the
Crown Agent: was not incommensurate with the services rendered.
The advisability of all Government supplies heing purchased locally
was dealt with, and the view expressed that public works of **a special
nature or of urgeney ™ might be entrusted to private firms,  The
Ceylon Chamber’s reply contained an expression of thanks for the
information sent from Hongkong. (Appendix I.)

Prohibition of Coolie Immigration at Singapore,

The Committee of the Singapore Chamber wrote in June last
explaining the reasons which had prompted it to support the Govern-
ment in connection with the prohibition of the immigration of cooliex
from Hongkong on account of the prevalence of Plague in this port and
inguiring whether some means of examining Chinese passengers could
not be devised of =o stringent a nature as would reduce to a ‘minimum
the chances of Plague cases oceurring on the voyage or on arrival at
Singapore.  After full consideration, a reply was sent expressing the
opinion that no examination would be adequate to prevent Plague
oceurring on the vovage, and pointing out that the profit on the trade
would not permit of any further expenses being incurred by the steam-
ship owners here, A suggestion was made that if Chinese labour is
necessiry to supply the labour market of the Straits Settlements, it
might be of advantage to found a segregation eamp on one of the
numerous adjacent islands from which the transfer of the coolies into
Ningapore could be regulated in accordance with the requirements of
tiat Colony and at the expense of the emplovers of labour there who
profit by emploving Chinese coolies.

There is reason to believe that the Singapore Government recog-
nises that the only way out of the difficulty would be the adoption of
some such svztem, as the Chamber of Commerce there recommended
the extension of the existing quarantine station and segregation camp
on St. John's Island.  (Appendix J.)

Explosives on Board Steamers in the Harbour,

The Government were approached with the object of restricting
the  disabilitics wnder which steamers carrying small quantities of
dangerous goods are under on areival in the Harbour.  The Tact of the
port being free emphasized the belief that at least similar regalations
might be applied as ave in vogue at the Treaty Ports of China, but
the Government could not =ce its way to go as far in thix direction,
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Some concessions were, however, granted, the value of which depend
on the promptness of the Harbour Office Officials in meeting incoming
steamers, thereby preventing delay. Tt is hoped that before long the
Grovernment may he indueed to do away with any unnecessary restrie-
tions of this nature.” (Appendix K.)

Telegram Deposit System.

At the end of August last some internal arrangements in the Joint
Administration of the Bastern Extension Australasia and China Tele-
graph Co., and the Great Northern Telegraph Co., induced these
Companies to cease the old system of demanding just sufficient cover
from their regular customers to meet current indebtedness,  The new
regulations, published at two days’ notice, demanded o deposit in the
joint names of the two Companies at a special Bank. a sum of money
equal to the average monthly account of each sender ol telegrams, or if
this were not agreed to. cash payments to he made for ecuch separate
message as sent. At the request of several Members of the Chamber,
a strong protest was made against =o high-handed a proceeding. A
long corvespondence ensued, in which it was pointed out amongst other

arguments that :—
(1.) Longer notice should have been given.

(2) The injustice of a person desiring to do husiness with
only one of the two Companies being obliged to deposit

hi= money with hoth jointly.

(3.) That to make the amount deposited equal to an average
month’s telegram account was tantamount to making each
depositor a creditor of the Companies for the greater
portion of each month, which wus more than the joint
Administration were entitled to, and that a reduction of
the deposit Dy one half would be a more equitable

proceeding.

(4.) That the elaim by the Companies to the whole of the
interest allowed by the Bank on the deposits was unjust
and contrary to custon. and the argument for the reten-
tion of the interest by the Telegraph Companies as put
forward by them on the ground of the eredit allowed and
trouble of hook-keeping was considered by the Chamber

to he unreasonable,

(5.) That if all senders of telegrams elected to pay cazh for
cach telegram sent, much expense, delay and consequent
annoyance to the whole Mereantile Cfommunity would
result, as the handling of cash in small amounts is not a
quick process, especially in this Colony.

In the end the Cable Companiex agreed to refund half of the sums
deposited with them and to allow the whole of the interest on the
remaining portion to the depositor. A return to the old system would
have been preferred, but as the Companies find themselyes unable to
accede to this plan, vour Committee are of opinion that the svstem now
adopted is not without its advantages.  (Appendix L)

Medical Inspection of Passengers.

In 1897 and again in 1901 the Chamber brought to the notice of
Government the desirability of the appointment of the Health Officer
of the Port being filled by an Official whose undivided attention would
be devoted to the duties of the position, and as a result of the represent-
ations then placed before His Excellency the Governor, Nir Hexny
Braxr made the following recommendations fo the Secretary of State
for the Colonies :—

(«.) The appointment of a Second Health Officer of the Port
who will be allowed no practice of any kind.

(b)) That in view of Dr. Jorpax's long service as Health
Officer of the Port, Hix Excellency recommended that he
should be allowed to retain his private practice on shore,
but only on the distinet understanding that when himself
engaged in private practice he will always place at the
disposal of thix Government another Officer as hix sub-
stitute to discharge the duties of Health Officer of the
Port, and who will not take private practice on board
=<hips.

(¢.) His Excellency further recommended that, if Dr. Jorpax
was not willing to accept these conditions, another Health
Officer of the Port should be appointed in his place on
the same terms as those offered to the Second Health
Otticer of the Port.

The Commirttee at that time expressed the opinion that the ubove
recommendations, if carried into cffect, would, they hoped, put an end
to the delays in the inspection of vessels that had occurred in the
past, and therefore agreed to Hix E§celloncy's suggestions.
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This hope unfortunately was not fulfilled, aad the Chamber found
it necessary to again draw the attention of His Excellency the Officer
Administering the Government to the inconvenience and loss suffered
by the large shipping interests of this Colony through the new arrange-
ment not having produced the anticipated result, as in consequence
of the Health Officer of the Port and his deputy being engaged with
their private practice in varions parts of the City, it not infrequently
happens that when theiv official services are required they are inacces-
gible.  Dr. Keyr is thus often the only Officer available to attend the
ships coming into the Harbour, with the result that delavs are of
frequent occurrence.

His Excelleney haz, however, not seen his way to follow the (‘om-
mittee’s =uggestion to employ a Government Official without private
practice but with a qualified assistant, and the Committee regret
having to record this decision as they feel their suggestion ix the only
remedy for the delayvs now experienced. (App(-‘hllix- M.)

Junks flying Foreign Flags to evade Payment
of “ Ching-Fei” Tax levied by the
Viceroy of the Two-Kwang.

Following up the representations made last vear, the Committee
again drew the attention of the Government to the fact that a large
namber of trading Junks using the Harbour as native craft after
leaving the waters of the Colony hoist certain foreign flags under
Consular Authority and proceed to Canton as foreign craft. My,
James Scorr, H. M.'s Consul General at Canton, referred to the matter
in his Annual Report for 1902 as a state of affairs which ix obviously
unsatisfactory both as regards the Hongkong Government and the
Tmperial Maritime Customs in China.  Certain suggestions were there-
fore made which, it is hoped, will be acted upon, <o that the Harhour
Master may be kept informed as to the names and registered numbers
of such Junks to enable him to refuse them the right of entry and
clearance in the Colony. The improper use of alien flags hy Chinesc
Junks will then he discouraged.  (Appendix N.) .

Storm Warnings.

The exertions of the Committee in 1902 were rewarded by H. E.
the Governor agreecing in May last to introduce the flag system of
weather signals as worked at Shapghai for the information of Ship-
masters, but without displacing the cone system in use, Hiz Excellency’s
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opinion and that of his expert advisers was stated as being that the cone
system was a better and safer system and familiar to the local junk
population. It will be remembered that at the commencement of the
discussion the (‘hamber suggested the introduction of a flag system, but
His Excellency then arrived at the conclusion that an alteration in the
Hongkong svstem of signalling storms was not desirable and that a
system of flag xignals to convey weather information was, for the
reasons indicated by the Acting Director, not suited to local conditions.
Eventually the Chamber drew an extended code of symbol signals for
day, and lantern signals for night work, to meet the objections raised
against flags as well as on economical grounds. Now that the Govern-
ment has introduced the Shanghai flag system it is felt that at least a
fair trial may be given to it and objections raised later if found
necessary.

The Committee’s suggestion that an additional signal station should
he established at Cape C(ollinson and Green Island was vetoed on the
ground that these place: were not in direct telephonic communication
with, and the signals could not be verified by, the Observatory Officials.

A concession was granted whereby all Masters of Vessels or their
Agents may now obtain free special telegraphic information from the
Observatory by calling at the Telegraph Company’s Office in  the
Praya or through the telephone on calling at the Police Station at
Kowloon Point, and this will doubtless prove of advantage to Masters
of Vessels on the point of sailing.

The Acting Director (Mr. Frag) reported that the Observatory was
well equipped with Meteorological instruments.  (Appendix O.)

Reduced Cable Rates to Europe.

The hope expressed in last year’s Report that the ropeated repre-
sentations to the Cable ()mpanies on the subject of the excessive
rates charged might not be without effect at the International Tele-
graph Conference in May, 1903, fortunately turned out to be correct,
as from the 15th July, 1903, the rate to Europe was dropped from
Francs 7 to 5.50. a reduction of over 20 per cent. The competition
of the new Puacific Cable to Manila has been the divect cause of the
lower rates for which the Committee have been agitating for years past,

(Appendix P.)
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Conveyance of Australian Mails via Hongkong
and the Siberian Railway.

The Council of the North Australian League forwarded resolutions
in favour of the quicker transit of London Mails to Australia and the
desirability of inaugurating as soon a< the A delaide-Port Darwin Rail-
way line is completed of a mail service vid the Trans-Siberian Railway
to China and thence rid Hongkong or Canton by first steamer service
to Port Darwin. (Appendix Q.)

Election of a Representative to Legislative Council.

H. E. Sir Hesgy Brake informed the Chamber that he had
granted a year’s leave of absence fo the Hon. R. SHEW AN ax from the
5th August last and therefore requested the nomination of a temporary
Member of Council in his place. A special General Meeting of the
Members was held on the 12th idem, at which Mr. H. E. PoLLock,
K.C..was clected by 63 votes to 54 for Mr. E. A. Hewrrr. His
Excellency afterwards signified his approval of the nomination. (Ap-
pendix R.)

Imbecile Persons Introduction Ordinance 1904.

This Bill, which became law on 23rd February, 1904, was intro-

duced in the Legislative Council last August under the name of
« Imbecile Imigration Ordinance.”  Its conditions were so onerous
that the Chamber strongly opposed each stage in Council through the
‘Acting Representative of the Chamber, Mr. H. E. PorLock, x.c., and
the Government were induced to somewhat restrict the proposed
Tiabilities under which Owners, Chartevers, Agents, Consignees and
Masters of vessels were to be subjected to for landing persons in the
Solony who afterwards became lunatie, ete., and a charge on the rates
within six months of such landing. The period of six months was finally
reduced to three months, the aggregate expense limited to $5.000,
exemption permitted if it could be proved that such person became
lunatic. ete., after embarkation at the port or place from which he =hip-
ped and the right given to demand from the Authorities a certificate of
refusal of permiszion to land.

With these concessions the (‘ommittee had to be content, but they
regard with some concern the recurrent desire of the Government to
saddle the shipping interests with expenses which threaten to deprive
Hongkong of its advantage as a cheap transhipping port.  Your
Committee have had in mind throughout their deliberations on thix
Ordinance that the retention of freedom from direct taxation and the

Ll

repression of useless restrictions is the policy which the shipping pasxs-
ing through the harbour should be treated if its present volume ix to
be maintained or increased.

The shipping Firms and Agencies supported the action of the
Comimittee by addressing a petition to Hiz Excellency the Officer
Administering the Government in which very strong arguments were
brought forward for the withdrawal of the Bill, but unfortunately His
Excellency refused to comply with the wisches of the Petitioners.
(Appendix S.)

Members.

The present membership is 144, showing an increase of '8 Firms
and Public Companies and 3 private individualz, who now number 117
and 27 respectively.

Messrs! DEacony & Hastizgs and Enwarps, Py & Co., L.
have resigned their membership. and the Hovraxp-Caisa Traping
Co. took over the membership of Messrs. Horz s™Jacos & Co.

The following have been admitted to membership subject to con-
firmation at the Annual Meeting :—

Messrs. Gopparp & Doveras, Barrerro & Co. LaMke &
Roaar, . C. Wiks & Co., Caoy Ox Fire INsvrANcE
Co.. Lp., Spior Ox 8. 8. Co., L., OSARA SHOSEN
Kamsua, Java-Crmwa-Jaran L, Caiva & Jaras Trne-
prHONE & Brnerrie (o, Lo, Deacox, Looker & Dracox,
Mr. E. H. Smarp, k. ¢., Mr. G. (. Moxox, and Mr, A.
M, EssanHoy,

The General Committee.

Ninee its election at the last Annual Meeting in May last. the only
changes taking place have heen the temporary substitution of Mr. H.
. Povrock, K.0., for Mr. . SHEWAX as ee-officio Member in August
last, and Mr. . MicHELAU having left the Colony in January, 1904,
Mr. A. Havpr was invited to re-join the Committee.

Reuter’s Political Telegrams.

Since the last Meeting the Committee have made a contract with
the Reuter’s Telegram Co., L., for five years at a monthly subseription
ol 8500,
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Proposed Direct Parcel Post Exchange between
Hongkong and United States of America.

The Committee have pleasure in reporting that the joint repre-
sentations of the Chamber. and that of Amoy, to the Hongkong
Fovernment which were strongly supported by H. E. Sir Hexny
Braks, and veferred to in last year's Report. have had a satisfactory
issue,

Parcels may now be sent direct from Hongkong by post to places
in the United States, and there is little doubt that thix service will
rapidly prove a great convenience und incentive fo trade.

Arbitrations.
During the vear 8 differences between buyer and seller were refer-
red to the Chamber hy Members, and the expert survey reports made
on the goods in dispute were in all cases accepted by the applicants.

As one of the objects of the Chamber ix to encourage reference to
arbitration in trade disputes instead of by redvess in the Law Courts, ;
the Committee consider it satisfactory to place on record the increased
inclination on the part of manufacturers and merchants in Europe to
require survevs to be conducted under the auspices of the Chambers
of Commerce,

Finances.

The Pinnacle Rock Fund amounts with interest to $4.256.84 and
is separately invested, partly in Honglkong Hotel Co. G per cent.
Debentures purchased on 31st December last at par. and the balance in
41 per cent. Hongkong & Shanghai Bank Fixed Deposit. No demands
have been made on the Fund during the year for discovery of rocks
dangerous to navigation.

The income shows a satisfactory inerease over that of the previous
year, chiefly resulting through the increased membership. but on the
other hand the expenditure has been greater. The surplus is $694.27,
bringing the Reserve Fund up to %12,847.29 at the end of the year.

It will be noted that in order to obtain a larger income in fature
vears, the Bank Deposits on general account have been withdrawn and
re-invested on 31st December lust in Hongkong Hotel Co., and Hong-
kong & Kowloon Wharl & Godown (0. 6 per cent. Debentures bearing
interest at 6 per cent. and 5 per cent. per annum respeetivelv.
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Pr. Income and Expendlture Account for the year ended 31st December, 1903. Er.

T L Benb, | eeresessss 25 aksasins : S 87500 By Members' .\'[l‘;,\‘(_‘l'il.i]‘f]“_":__
. Seeretary s Salary, ... . 3.000.00 e a IS Rivms nt S0 s v $5.650.00
L Clerk’s Salary, L s R RSP e oS 1.200.00 4 . 2 ) vear 100.00
, Servants Wag 382.15 . 24 Ningle T ividuals at $15 360.00
" Final allce. to the iatc i (xblIl«Rm.f. Llnldlul 15.00 : o 2 20 . s 10,00
A nulit Fees.  Liiaisess diaveansiarasseinel iasaessnessannsnrves 50,00 o 1 - 10 (9 \'c'm) g 10.C0
: ) $5.022.15 e [ 865000
Market Report. Cast of Pablication, ..o veeee v ciiienanees 39275 « Market Report Sales (less $4743 uneolloetable), ... Thone 85378
» Renter's Telegram Co., T, ¥ m""”D’-"”') --------- $7,300.00 . Reuter's Political Teles mn\—\uh-«cn1]nmnw e | TUHIBLB0
! Printing and Civenlating Telegrams, . e MR . Arbitration Foes collecred. . G10.00
G.034 .46 . Annual Report Book, Sales, £00
.. Fees to Arbitrators .qmouﬂ.cd by the Chamber, oo 483.00 + Interesti—
» Annual Reports, 1902, Cost over Listimate, ... K '71 60 cotig Hotel DEBEIHLIEH, wooven cresrsries % 3-3':’!)-:]l?
\nmm] Report, 1003, Estimated Cost, deeeraviaey | OE0G Fixed Deposits, Hongkony and Shanghai B ank,. 473,66
—=r= I 321,66 Clurrent Account, do. 24,04
Books and Newspapers, .......o.ueeeeees }T:.T] G18.65
Printing, Stationery and Ad ;;(‘1{; fris
i l‘elewnm:. Saiuiin 216.12 o
. 1’11‘-taac- and Pcmcs e 244.16 | Tk et
' —— 1 127144 =
, Legal Expenses. .. ... T 41.50
. Balance—Tixeess of Tneome over E \[mnnlh wre—T ranstewred |
t0 TLeServe FFRMMl oeesieriinsanssssin s aaviasinmssisansessnrsvases 6O .27 = .
§ | 15.363.23

3§ ASBETS

SMUNDRY DEBRTORS,
PINNYACLE Rock FoxD, as at 315t Decomber, 1902 3.5
1dd Bank imterest at 43 per cenf, per annum. .. 183.30

SUSA2 I | XVERTMENTS 1 — -‘
1

|
I'INNACLE BOoCR FPUND— I
4.256.84 }
LESERVE FoND. as at 31st December, 1902, ..., ceer I TG302 7 Hongkong Hotel Co., Ld’s 6 per cent. Deben- !
Add Excess of Income over ]u\gwmlmue for year : A e T P R s U e e o $ 3.500.00 |
ended 31st December, 1903, per Statement., 69427 Hongkong & Shians ha; T‘anhmw Corporation
Deposit at 43 per cent. per annum, ...

ol ‘ — s 495684
GENERAL Fusps— ‘

[ 4+ Hongkong Hotel Co. Ld.’s 6 per cent. Deben- i
tures at par.. ars, 1 2000L00 ‘
2 Tlongkomg & I\m\]urm \\’hatf L\. hntln\\ n Co B

51 per cent. Debentures at par. ................ 10.000.00 |

12.000.00
GASH A1 BAXKERS on Cuirent ACCOunty. ..o it sessnnsns sess | 101941
 FURBITITRE, oeiveseiserrersy siimsiaioninsis el T98.80
= STNPIY DERPORS, i T A havalk 137.50
o |
$ | 1761255 | § | 17612
A, R LOWE,
Neeretary.
We have compared the above Statement with the Books, Vouchers, and Secuvities, and find the same to be in accordance
therewith.

Y. V. VERXON,

. | S5
G, STEWARy, | Audders,

Hongkong, 22l January, 194,
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Sugar Convention.

‘oLONIAL SECRETARY’S OFFICE,
Hoxerong, 29th May, 1903.

S1r,—I am directed to transmit to you, for the information of the
Chamber, the enclosed copy of a Circular despatch, with enclosures,
which lias been received from the Secretary of State for the Colonies.
—1T have, &e.,

R. F. JOHNSTON, for Colonial Secretary.

The Secretary, CrampeEr oF Coyyverce, Houngkong.

Circular. Downing Street,
= T 7th April, 1903.
Sir,—With reference to my Circular despatch of the 21st of April,

1902, 1 have the honour to inform you that the Convention relative to
Sugar which was signed at Brussels on the 5th of March, 1902, has
been duly ratified by all the Signatory Powers not coming under Article
VI, as well as by Ttaly ; and that it will accordingly come into force on
the 1st of September next; and I enclose for your further information
copies of a Parliamentary Paper® containing corvespondence on the
subjeet.

2.—TIt will be necessary now to take such steps as may be required
(if any) to give effect to the engagements entered into by His Majesty’s
Government on behalf of the Colonies not possessing Responsible Gov-
ernment, which engagements are specially referred to in paragraphs

5, 6,9, 10 and 11 of my Uircalar despatch referred to above ; and with

regard to Article . IIT of the Convention, I would here repeat that in
any sugar exporting Colony where there may be a higher surtax, i.e.,
difference between the excise and import duties, than that allowed by
the Clonvention, it would be preferable in all cases to reduce it to within
the prescribed limit, since it would probably be difficult to prove to the
satisfaction of the Permanent Commission to be appointed under Article
VIT that under no circumstances could the higher surtax give rise to a
hounty.

* In Chamber of Commerce Library.
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il A A
e 3.—The undertaking, however, not to give hounties or to have a P | ; e
! ‘f'. higher surtax than that allowed by Article ITI does not apply, as you No. | Name. [ Date. Subject. Pager.
‘.\' are no doubt aware. to Colonies which only produce sugar for their own ! |
' |’ ‘ consumption and not for exportation, but in the case of any such Colonies |l
; ‘ | which may eithe-l'. give any form of hounty or have a higl_ler sm'ra:x than. 2 | Sir C. Phipps .. 15.. The German ratification has
| that prescribed, it would be necessary to sapply for the information of | 1903. been lodged unconditionally.
I the Permanent Clommission satisfactory evidence that sugar is not i The Belgian ~Government
j Jin exported. | Slfl%geﬁtw.ﬂ_mt' at the moment
i 1\3 | of depositing ratification, Hix
! \ 4.—With regard to Article VIIT it may perhaps he more convenient Majesty’s Governmentshould
i to await the proposals of the Permanent Commission hefore undertaking :;Ifl(ﬂl‘;‘]‘ to them “-f‘lf“']m’ﬂtw“
A o . - ol ¢ o) 1301 =
i | any legislation. \ SR . ‘13“_? 1= 10 non-pen
- A | g ! \ alization of Clolonial sugar. 2
a ‘| ‘l“' 5.—Lastly, in order to supply the statistical and other information 3 \ 5 Helein 10 b
l il required for the Permanent Commission under Article VII, I would ¥ E $ . gh“_] xoverRtent s mguiee |
1 i 'J'l 3 o | if a communication in sense
“ i request that three sets of all enactments relating to sugar now in force ; of the despatch of the 13th |
f 1;”’\ may be forwarded to thix office at once, and that similar sets of any ‘ ; January (No. 1) has been '
Iﬁ 1:1 [1 further laws on the subject may be forwarded from time to time as soon | | sent to the other Powers
il!-“ ' ‘i as possible after being passed. l mitstestedy o Cine o a2
(i |
| | . b a . A 4 b ] ! - § . (] . s N
| 11 6.—1 may add, with reference to paragraph 9 of my (ircular 4 | TaSir (', l’I”l‘l"‘i 16, Communications similar to that
. despatch of the 21st of April, 1902, that Article 111 would not apply to f m f}f‘lblﬂltCh of the 13th Janu-
<ugar used solely for feeding cattle and not intended for human con- | | ary have been sent to other
‘ : “ sumption.—I have, &e ‘ ‘ Powers interested. Reasons
| |l I sumption. RSy Chbiss | for taking this course. ... ... | 2
‘ J. ('HAMBERLAIN
il ; SRLAIN, o e g | 5 |
| i A y . 5 | Niv L Phipps 17, | Belgian Government contem-
F i! | The Officer Administering the Government of Hongkong. plate advising Powers not to
| ~4s X
] il e R reply to Circular communica-
| I \ tion. They will accept British
I l,| \ ‘ ( Tuble of Contents of the Puarlicinentury Paper veferved to above.) } I‘_a.tlﬁcutmu subject to reserva-
| 'I \H E tiontannouneed, o | wee, ass | | 2
b | i : o . |
E B u il | No. Name. Date. ' Subject. Page. 6 | To Sir C. Phipps 21, | Transmits the King's ratifica- |
' I | i . ST LTy S
- }’ J’ !\ | — ; i | | Uolll\. “‘ltl(ll 1I11st:‘*g(‘tlo|1s to
T A0 : . ¥ ohedis i . _ { make a declaration as to
q i “ ; 1 To Sir E. Monson | Jan. 13, | His  Majesty’s Government hounty-fed sugar from the |
B i (also to Sir C. 1903 | think it right to inform the | ' Colonies. ... ... 3
| | Phipps, Sir H. | parties to the Sugar (lonven- |
, PR (DL P 12 P
M - Howard, Sir I . tion that they will not, under el ) o 23, | Instructs him to postpone the |
) | | Plunkett, Sir I, any circumstances, he hound ‘ ‘ | deposit of the ratification
ﬂ | szl.sscelles.i Siv to penuhze‘ hounty-fed sugar | | ' natl e st mement. . Ha
Al \j‘ ngrmgtoln, - from thieiGlolomies: ot | 1 ; * | may communicate precise
i ‘ Sir ql'{" ’[]{;;( t%. » ‘ I terms of the reservation to
‘ ' i “-"‘} ')“' M. Dur- i i i i the Belgian Government. ... | 3
| and, I
\’ | ‘ '
i
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No.

Name.

Date.

Subject.

Page.

10

| 0
12
13

M 14

17

Sir Rennell Rodd

To Sir C. Phipps

Sir (. Phipps

To Sir €. Phipps

Sir (. Phipps

Sir W. Barrington

Sir . Lascelles

Jan,

1907 3.

26,

30,

Sk

31,

30,

Feb. 3,

|

Has communicated despatch
of the 13th January (No. 1)
to Signor Prinetti. 3

There is no objection to Belgian
Government communicating
text of reservation to other
Powers,

Belgian Government hope that
His Majesty’s Government
will ratify at once, since the
conditions in their present
form are absolutely inobject-
ionable. :

Ratification should not be depo-
sited until the 31st January.

French Government have rati-
fied Convention. ...

The Netherlands have ratified
the Convention uncondition-
allyi.« o )

Has depm]ted the King’s rati-
fication. .

Transmits text of declaration
made when depositing rati-
fication. .

The anulm ot the l&th J anu-
ary has been referred to the
Finance Minister. Mean-
while the Minister for For-
eion Affairs does not wish to
offer any remarks on it. ...

Reply of the German Govern-
ment to the communication
conveyed in the Circular of

the 13th January (No. 1)...

s

5

(%)

Name,

Date.

Subject.

Page.

Baron Grenier ...

1903.

To Baron Grenier

Sir H. Howard... 12,

Fel. 6,

|
11, ’
|

Transmits copy of procés-rverbal
relative to deposit of ratifica-
tions. Also copy of Austrian
declaration. Spain  and
Sweden have not yet ratified.
Will the British Government

consent to ratifications being |

Lecei\ ed after the 1st Febru-
ary ?

Hiz  Majesty’s Government
have no objection to the
acceptance at a future date
of the ratifications of Spain
and Sweden.

| Netherland Government have

ratified withont alluding to
the contention of His Ml-
jesty’s  Government.  The
Minister for Foregn Affairs
does not share the British
view, hu’t thought it better
in the circumstances to avoid
digcussion on the subject. ..

11

il

SiR,—

('OLONIAL SECRETARY'S

OFFICE,

HoxgroNa, 29th July, 1903.

I am directed to transmit, for the information of your Cham-

ber the enclosed copy of a telegram from the Secretary of State for the

have, &c.,

" F. H. MAY, Colonial Secretary.

The Secretary, CnampEr or Comuercr, Hongkong.

Colonies received through Penang. relating to the new regulations
regarding the importation of sugar into Great Britain and [reland.—I




(A,
A

Transcription of a Telegram from the Secretary of State for the
(‘olonies, received on the 28th July. 1903.

Following Telegram received from the Secretary of State for the
Colonies, begins :—

Brussels Sugar Convention. All sugar imported ito United
Kingdom after 1st September must have certificate of origin. This
does not apply to sugar which has been used in preparation for such
articles as biscuits, chocolate, jam, preserved fruit and confectionery.
All sugar imported into other signatory States all require certificate of
origin but H.M.s. Government doex not yet know what these States
may require with regard to artieles in the preparation of which sugar
may be used. Make this known at once and take such action as may
be necessary.—Telegram ends.

(Governor Penang.)

COLONIAL SECRETARY's OFFICE,

Hoxaroxe, 11th September, 1903.
Sir,—T am directed to transmit, for your information. the enclosed
copy of a Despatch from the Seeretary of State for the Colonies with
regard to the Sugar Convention which was signed at Brussels last yvear

and came into foree on the Ist instant,—I have, &e.,

F. H. MAY, Colonial Secretary.

The Seerefary, Cusymprir or ComMERcE, Hongkong.

Downing Street,
30th July, 1903.
Sir,—With reference to my Circular despateh of the 7th of April,
I have the honour to inform you that the Permanent (‘ommission
established under Article VIT of the Brussels Sugar Convention met
at Brussels on the 2nd of June, and after holding fifteen sittings
adjourned till the 15th of October.

2.~ transmit to you herewith, for your information and guidance,
the accompanying Parliamentary Paper® containing a Report of the
proceedings of the Commission by the British Delegate, Sir Henry
Bergne. K.C.B.. K.C.M.G., and the communications received from the
Belgian Government reporting the various conclusions arrvived at by the
Commission,

* In Chamber of Commerce Library.
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3.——Tt will be observed that in the case of some countries, believed
to give bounties, hut with regard to whose legislation full information
Lad not been received, it was decided, as a temporary measure, to adopt
the <cale of Countervailing Duties fixed for the sugars of such countries
by the United States.

4. —The legislation of the British Colonies has not yet been con-
sidered by the Commission, but I wonld draw your special attention to
the requirements which will come into force in all the contracting States
with respect to Certificates of Origin, and to the obligations undertaken
by His Majesty’s Government on behalf of the Colonies not possessing
responsible government to take such measures as may be necessary to
carry out Article VIII of the Brussels Convention, to which T referred
in paragraph 4 of my Circular despatch of the Tth April.

5.1t is necessary, as you will observe, that any sugar, which may
reach this country or any other of the contracting States from a British
(olony after the 31st of August, should be accompanied by a Certificate
of ()x:igilx as preseribed in the Rules adopted by the Commission, and
given in Sir Henry Bergne’s Report of the 13th of July, and in Baron
de Favereau's note of the 4th of July.

G.—Immediate steps should therefore be taken in all sugar export-
ing Colonies to comply with fthe above requirements, and it should be
considered at the same time whether any, and if so, what legislation
may be necessary to prevent hounty-fed sugar being imported into a
British Colony and re-exported to a contracting State, either in the
form in which'it was imported. or after refining or other similar process,
ax the sugar of that Colony.

7._In connection with the Rules referred to above it should he
observed that His Majesty’s Governmeni construe the expression *sugar
prepared ™ (suerves préparés) in Article 6 of the Rules as including all
sugar manufactured, refined, or converted into other forms of sugar
<uch as sugar candy, barley sagar, &e.. but not such articles as biscuits,
chocolate, jam, preserved fruits, condensed milk. confectionery, &e. In
the case of articles of this latter description a Certificate of the Origin
of the sugar employed in their manufacture will not be required in the
United Kingdom, while, as I informed you in paragraph 12 of my
Clircular despateh of the 21st of April, 1902, Article Tof the Convention
does not apply to molagzes or glucose. It is not yet known what rules
the other contracting States may adopt as to Certificates of Origin for
artieles into the composition of which sugar enters,
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A

8.—T have telegraphed briefly to the above effect to all the Coloniﬁfs
in which it is understood that any appreciable amount of sugar i
produced or refined, or through whose ports it passes in transit.

9.——TIn conclusion, T have to remind you of the request contained
in paragraph 5 of my Circular despatch of the T?h of fipril, and to beg
that I may be furnished by the earliest opportumity with fshree 's:ets of
any legislation or regulations which may be passed on this subject.—I

~ have, &e.,

J. (UHAMBERLAIN,
The Officer Administering the Government of Hongkong.

( Table of Contents of the Parliamentary Paper referred to above.)

! Date. Subject. Page.

|
1 | 8ir B. Boothby... June 22, | Transmitsfinding of Permanent
' 1903, | Sugar Commission with re-
gard to sugar legislation of |
Austria and Hungar{;.... e |
Transmits findings of Perman-
ent Sugar Commission as to |
* oxistence of export bounties
on sugar in Spain, Denmark,
Japan, Roumania and Russia.
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CoLONIAL SECRETARY's OFFICE,
Hoxerong, 19th September, 1903.

Sir,—With reference to my letter of the 11th instant, T am directed
to inform you that the Government will be glad to receive any remarks
or suggestions which your Chamber may desire to offer with regard to
the Sugar Convention in its application to Hongkong, in order that the
Government may be acquainted with the views of the Chamber before
Legislative action is undertaken. I am further to enquire whether the
(‘hamber is in a position to supply the Government with information
regarding the import and export to and from this Colony of bounty-fed
sugar, in which connection I am to refer vou to paragraph 6 of the
Secretary of State’s Despatch, a copy of which has been transmitted to
you.

2. I am to point out that the contracting parties to the Convention
appear to be Great Britain, Belgium, Germany, France, Holland,
Austria-Hungary, Sweden, Luxemburg and Italy, and that the Colonies
of these Countries are similarly bound by its terms. subject to the
reservation made by Great Britain in respect of her self-governing
Colonies.—T have. &e..

. H. MAY, Colonial Secretary.
The Secretary, (‘HaMBER oF C'OMMERCE, Hongkong.
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Hoxeroxg GENERATL CnaMBER oF COMMERCE,
Honerona, 7th October, 1903.

S1r,—I have the honour to acknowledge the receipt of your letters

of the 11th and 19th nltimo (Nos. 7067/03 C.0.D.) forwarding a parlia-

mentary copy of the findings of the Permanent Commission established

under Article VII of the Sugar Convention of the 5th March, 1902, and

conveying the request that the Government would be glad to receive

any remarks or suggestions which this Chamber may desire to offer

with regard to the Sugar Convention in its application to Hongkong
preparatory to legislative action being introduced.

This matter has been referred to a Sub-Committee to report there-
on and the Committee’s findings will be notified to you at the earliest
possible opportunity.—1 have, &c.,

EDBERT A. HEWETT, Chairman.
Honourable I'. H. May, c.M.4., Colonial Secretary.

CoOLONIAL SECRETARY’S OFFICE,
HoNeroxnag, 17th Oectober, 1903,
Sir,— With reference to my letter No. 7067 03/C.0.D. of the 19th
ultimo, [ am directed to transmit for the information of the Chamber
the enclosed copy of the Secretary of State’s Cirenlar Despatch of the
28th August last with enclosure.

2. The Secretary of State has been informed that the * Fiscal
Authority ™ referred to in Regulation I11 of the Schedule to the first
Order in Council of August 11th, which will be found among the
enclosures sent herewith, is, in this Colony, the Clolonial Seeretary.—
I have, &e.,

) F. H. MAY. Colonial Secretary.
The Secretary, (CHAMBER oF (‘oMMERCE. Hongkong.

Downing Street.
28th August, 1903.
Sir,—~With reference to my Circular despatch of the 30th ultimo,
I have the honour to transmit to you, for your information, a copy of
the Act passed in the last Session of Parliament for giving effect to the
Brussels Sugar (fonvention.

(13)
A

I also enclose two General Orders® issued by the Board of Customs
with which are the Orders in Couneil igsued under the Aet of Parlia-
ment.

[t will be observed that no special form of certificate 1s insisted
upon, provided that the regulations in the schedule to the first Order in

Council of the 11th of August are duly complied with.—TI have &e.,

J. CHAMBERLAIN,
The Ofticer Administering the Government of Hongkong.

CHAPTER 21

AAn et to make procision for giving effect to a Convention signed the Fifth
day of Mareh Nineteen hundred and two, in relation to Sugar.

[t1th Angust, 1903.]
Waereas His Majesty the King and divers foreign Powers have entered
into a Convention signed the Fifth day of March, Nineteen hundred
and two, in relation to sugar; and it is expedient to give effect to that
Convention :

And whereas provision is made under Article V11 of the Convention
for the establishment of a permanent commission with a permanent
bureau attached to it charged with watching the execution of the
provisions of the Convention (in this Act referved to as the Permanent
Jommission) :

Be it therefore enacted by the King's most Excellent Majesty, by
and with the advice and consent of the Lords Spiritual and Temporal,
and Commons, in this present Parliament assembled, and by the anthority
of the same, as follows:—

1.—(1) Where it is reported by the Permanent Commission that
any direet or indirect hounty is granted in any foreign country on the
production or export of sugars, Hix Majesty may, by Order in Council,
make a prohibition order, that is to say, an order prohibiting sugar from
that foreign country to be imported or brought into the United Kingdom,
subject to any provision which may he made by Parliiment in lien of
such prohibition to impose a special duty on such sugar in accordance
with the Convention.

* In Chamber of Commerce Library.
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(2) While a prohibition order is in force the laws relating to
(‘ustoms shall apply as if the sugar in respeet of which the Order is
made were specified in the table of prohibitions and restrictions inwards
contained in section forty-two of the Customs Consolidation Act, 1876.

(3) His Majesty may, by Order in Council, make such regulations
as appear to him necessary, in relation to any Order under this section,
and may by those regulations in particular require the origin of all
sugar imported or brought into the United Kingdom, whether in transit
or otherwise, to be proved by such certificate or other evidence as may
be provided in the Order.

(4) An Order made under this section shall not apply to wolasses
nor, except as expressly mentioned in this section, to sugar in transit.

(5) Any share of the expenses on account of the organisation and

working of the Permanent (‘ommission as determined in pursuance of -

the Convention, and any expenses incurred in connection with the
attendance of delegates at the Commission, shall be paid out of moneys
provided by Parliament.

2. His Majesty may, by Order in Council, declare that every sugar
factory and sugar refinery and factory for the extraction of sugar from
molasses in the United Kingdom shall be subject to the supervision
either of the Commissioners of Customs or of the Commissioners of
Tnland Revenue; und those (‘ommissioners may respectively make
regulations—

(«) for prohibiting the carrying on of any such factory or
refinery otherwise than by persons authorised, and in
prelnis‘es approved, by the Commissioners and. if required,
entered for the purpose; and for giving officers of the
Commissioners powers of entry into any part of the
premises at any time : and

(h) for securing the payment of duty (including any charge
which there is power to make under the law for the time
being in force, on the delivery of goods for home con-
sumption), and regulating the time and mode of, and the
general arrangements to be made for, that payment, and
for preventing any claim to drawback where duty has not
heen paid, and for regulating the removal of any sugar to
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or from the premises, the storage of finished sugar, and
the return of sugar for the purpose of further refinement ;
and

(¢) for making such entries in relation to the varioug pro-
cesses in the manufacture of sugar as may be required by
the Commissioners, and for enabling the officers of the
Clommissioners to inspeet those entries ; and

(d) for applying any provisions of the laws of (ustoms
(including the Manufactured Tobacco Act, 1863) or of the
laws of Excise; and

(¢) for attaching penalties not exceeding fifty pounds to any
breach of or failure to comply with any regulation made
under this section, and providing for the forfeiture of any
article in respect of which any offence against the regula-
tions is committed ;

and the duties payable under the Finance Aet, 1901, or any Aect
amending that Aect, shall be taken on the delivery of any article from
the factory or refinery, and shall be the same as those payable on the
like articles on importation.

3.—(1) His Majésty may by Order in Council revoke, alter, or
add to any Order in Council made under this Act.

(2) Nothing in this Act shall apply to glucose.

4. This Act may be cited ax the Sugar Convention Act, 1903.

HoxukoNe GENERAL CHAMBER oF COMMERCE,
, Hoxgroxa, 19th October, 1903.
S1r,—I have the honour to acknowledge the receipt of your letter
of the 17th instant, (No. 7978/03,C.0.D.) together with enclosures,
which is now receiving the attention of the Committee of the Chamber
of Commerce.

In reply I beg to inform you that a Sub-Committee has been
appointed to consider the question of the sugar trade of the Colony as
affected by the Sugar Convention, and I hope to be able at an early date
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to reply to your letter on thix subject and those dated 11th and 19th
ultimo (Nos. 7067/03/C..0.D. and Cireular No. 7067/03/C.0.D.)—I have,
&e.,

EDBERT A. HEWETT, Chairman.

Honourable ¥. H. May, c.m.c., Colonial Secretary.

HoxakoNe GENERAL CHAMBER OF (JOMMERCE,
Hoxeroxa, 31st October, 1903.

Sir,—With reference to my letter of Tth instant, in which receipt
was acknowledged af your various communications concerning proposed
legislation under the terms of the Brussels Convention against bounty
fed sugar imported into Hongkong, I have the honour to inform you-
that this question has now been considered by a special Sub-Committee
of the Hongkong Chamber of Commeree.

With regard to the importation of such bounty-fed sugar, I regret
that it is impossible to supply any reliable figures as to the full volume
of trade, but it is known that at least 100,800 tons were landed here
during the year 1902 and some 8,000 tons during the present year. I
would add that little if any of this sugar was consumed in the Colony,
it being in transit to China. ;

Regarding the question of legislation, my Committee venture to

L point out that while at the moment there is no apparent pressing need

for such a step to be taken, still with a view to future possible contin-
gencies, certain regulations might be brought into force, and they beg
therefore to make the following suggestions:—

(a.) All cane or beet sugar, either raw or refined, destined for
discharge in this Colony, to be aceompanied by an official
certificate stating the country of production, place of
manufacture and port of shipment.

(h.) All cane or beet sugar either raw or refined, landed in the
Uolony from a country not in the Convention to pay duty
on the scale already fixed by the Brussels Convention.

(c.) Duty on refined cane or beet sugar re-exported from
Hongkong to be refunded on re-shipment for export from
the Colony.
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(d.) Duty on raw cane or beet sugar to be refunded on re-
export from the Colony either in the form of raw or
refined sugar.

With regard to the above proposal my Comumittee believe that
no great difficulty need be experienced in drawing up a
scale shewing how much refined sugar can be produced
by the various grades of raw material imported into
Hongkong for manufacture locally.

In this connection it may not be out of place to here remark
that probably less than 1 per cent. of the total output of
the Hongkong refineries is consumed in this Colony.

(e.) My Committee further consider that it would be advisable
in the interests of the through carrying trade of Hong-
kong that a system of bonded warehouses be arranged
for, where under proper guarantees either raw or refined
sugar can be bonded in public godowns, thus doing away
with the necessity for payment of duty on sugar merely
in transit through the Colony.

There is one more point which appears to call for consideration.

Tt iz stated in the *HFindings of the Permanent Commission” (Com-
mercial No. 6, 1903, Cd. 1632 page 4) that with regard to Japan © the
“surtax on the importation of sugar which benefits by the import
“uties ¥ * * * * * i< not high enough to render necessary the applica-
“tion of countervailing duties on raw sugar and on the greater portion
“of refined sugar.”

As is well known Japanese manufactured sugar enjoys preferential
treatment in Japan as opposed to Hongkong manufactured sugar.

In the event of Japanese manufactured sugar being exported to
Hongkong my Committee would suggest that duties should be levied
corresponding with the excess paid by Hongkong manufactured sugars
in Japan as compared with the products of Japanese refineries.

The figures referring to the exact amount of the excess duties are
awaited from Japan and they will be forwarded to the Government
immediately on receipt.
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My Committee make this proposal as they are not able to ascertain
that this point is covered by the Brussels Convention.

My Committce beg to express the hope that as the Government has
done them the honour to communicate with them on the subject of the
proposed legislation against hounty-fed sugar, they may also have an
opportunity of expressing an opinion on the draft Ordinance should
legislation be decided upon hefore the Bill be submitted to the Legisla-
tive Council.—I have, &c.,

A. R. LOWE, Secretary.
Honourable F. H. Mav, ¢.ana., Colonial Seeretary.

(oLONIAL SECRETARY'S OFFICE,
Hoxaroxe, 13th November, 1903,

Sik,—-Referring to my letter of the 29th July, T am directed to in-
form you that a Notification will appear in the forthcoming issue of the
Government Guazette to the effect that the Colonial Secretary of Hong-
kong for the time being is the “Fiscal Authority” for the purposes of
the Regulation No. ITI in His Majesty’s Order in Council of the 11th
August last made under the provisions of the Tmperial Sugar Convention
Act of 1903, and that all Certificates of Origin relating to Sugar export-
ed from this Colony must be declared hefore him and must be in the
form of which copies can be had at this Office, ax soon as they are
printed, which is now being done. T enclose a copy.

I am to add that under the Official Signatures Fees Ordinance,
1888 a fee of §2, will be payable at the time of making the Declar-
ation.—I have, &ec.,

M. J. DRAYSON, for Colonial Secretary.
The Secretary. (‘HaMBER oF Coamrrce, Hongkong.

Form of declavation by the Exportes or his Agent.
Certificate of origin for sugar manufactured in Hongkong.
I, the undersigned Fiscal Authority, do hereby certify :—

Partner, Secretary
Tiha eV ol el Jetnin el (u.) {Di.rector, Manager, } of
or authorised Agent,
the Firm of Messrs. .... o S R of Hongkong has declared
hefore me, on his responsibility, that the Sugar designated below is the
manufacture of the aforesaid Firm and ix to be exported to (5.) ....cvni.
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])(‘s('ri]ﬁinn -
of Sugar,| Polari Name of
exporting
vessel.

Number and Descrip- Mot
tion of Packages. it

Marks. [Numbers, Weight | : :
Lttt ey a1 .
e ts.| ether |zation

No. Description. |Beet0r0mm.
|

So declared under my responsibility.

Fiseal Authority of Hongkong.
+ Partner, I
Director,
el ]':humgvr, 2
Secretary,

=

P

or 3
authorised Agent,
of the Firm of

B T R T R I S

R e e Y, (i O s dtussiiisavuiic 100

The validity of this Certifieate expires twelve months from the date
of the Declaration.

i i . . . . ks
This Certificate iz not applicable to Sugar in transit.
* (a.) Delete words which do not apply.
(#.) Conntry of Destination.



(COLONTAL SECRETARY'S OFFICE,
Hoxaroxg, 21st December, 1903,

Sk, —With reference to your letter of the 3ist October, T am
divected to transmit for the information of your Committee the accom-
panying copy of a further despatch, with enclosures, on the subject of
the Sugar Convention.—I have, &e.,

A. M. THOMSON, Acting Colonial Secretary.
The Secretary, Caaverr or Coyverce, Hougkong.

Downing Street,
ath November, 1903.

Sir,—With reference to paragraph 7 of my Predecessor’s Circular
despatch of the 30th of July, T have the honour to transmit to you the
accompanying prints containing the Regulations with respect to the
Certificates of Origin required in the case of sugar imported into
Austria-Hungary, Belgium, France and Germany, together with a copy
of the form of Certificate adopted by the French Authorities for the
(ertificates of Origin required for sugar imported into France.

T understand that for the present none of the European Signatory
States will require Consular Visas for Certificates of Origin issued by
any of the British C'rown Colonies referred to in the Protocol to Article
XT. of the Brussels Convention.—I have, &e.,

ALFRED LYTTELTON,

The Officer Administering the Government of Hongkong.

HoxekonNG GeENERAL CHAMBER oF COMMERCE,
HoNGckoNG, 215t December, 1903,

Sir,—1 have now the honour to furnish you with the figures relat-
ing to the excess duties paid by the Hongkong manufactured sugars
imported into Japan as compared with the products of Japanese refineries
to which reference was made in my letter to you of the 31st October
last, conveying the views of the Chamber with regard to the proposal to
legislate for the regulation of the sugar trade in this Colony.
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These excess duties per 100 Japanese Kin (the English equivalent
being 132.5073232011 Ihs. Avoir.) are as follows :—

Yen 0.271 on Sugars grading No. 8 to No. 14. Dutch Standarvds.

o OVTHE do. 135 to No. 20 do
vl RS do. over No. 20 do

The taxes on sugars imported into Japan are pavable by both
Japanese and Foreigners alike, but the above mentioned “Import
Duties™ are refunded to the Japanese refineries only, thus leaving the
Hongkong manufactured sungars descriminated against to the extent
shewn above.—I have, &e.,

A. R. LOWE, Secretary.

Honourable A. M. Tuoasox, Acting Colonial Secretary.

i COLONIAL SECRETARY's Orrice,
Hoxcxoxa, 28th December, 1903,
Sir,—1 am directed to acknowledge the rveceipt of vour letter
of the 2Ist instant. relating to the excess duties paid by Hongkonyg
manufactured sugars imported into Japan as compared with the pro-
duets of Japanese refineries, and to state that the matter will receive
attention.—I have, &c.,

A. M. THOMSON, Acting Colonial Seeretary,

‘ The Seeretary, Cinauner or CoumymeErce, Hongkong.

CoLo¥1AL SECRETARY'S OFFICE,
- Hoxeroxag, 8th Jannary, 1904,
Si,— With reference to my letter of the 21st ultimo, Tam dirceted
. to forward the accompanying copy of a further dexpatch, with enclosures,
. on the subject of the Sugar Convention.—I have, &e.,

¥ A, M. THOMSON, Acting Colonial Necretary,

The Secretary, GENERAL Cunayper or Comuirer, Hongkong.




(reular.
ettt

(22)

Downing Street,
: 17th November, 1903.
Sir,—In continuation of my Cireular despatch of the Hth instant,
I have the honour to transmit to vou the accompanying further prints *
relative to the Regulations with respeet to the Certificates of Origin
required in the case of sugar imported into Italy, the Netherlands and
Sweden.—1 have, &c.,
ALFRED LyTTELTON.
The Officer Administering the Government of Hongkong.

(‘OLONIAL SECRETARY's OFFICE,
Honerong, 4th February, 1904,
St,—With reference to previous correspondence on the subject
of the Brusscls Permanent Sugar  Commission, I am directed to
transmit, for the information of the Chamber, the enclosed copy of a
(ircular despatch from the Seeretary of State for the Colonies. dated
the 19th December, with enclosure.—1I have, &e.,

A. M. THOMSON, Acting Colonial Secretary.
The Secretary, Cuanser oF Coumerce, Hongkong.

Downing Street,
19th December, 1902,
Sir, — With reference to my Predecessor’s Civeular despateh of the
30th July, I have the honour to transmit to you the accompanying copy
of a Report by Sir HEXRY BERGNE, K.C.B., K.CM.G., of the proceedings
of the Brussels Permanent Sugar Commission of the recent Session of
the Conumission in October last.—I have, &e.,
ALFRED LYTTELTON.
The Officer Administering the Government of Hongkong.

St H. Bergne to the Marquess of" Lansdowne.
(Received November, 23.)
London, November 20th, 1905.
My Lord,—T have the honour to report that the International
Sugar Bountics Commission lield its thivd session at Brussels from the

15th to the 23rd ultimo.

* In Chamber of Commeree Libravy.

— —
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(23)
A

The first business was the announcement of the definitive adhesion
to the Convention of the 5th March, 1902, of the Grand Duchy of
Luxemburg and of Peru. Tt will be remembered that the legislation of
Peru had been found at first to he inconsistent with the Convention in
certain particulars. * These inconsistencies have now, however, been
removed, and there remained no obstacle to the adhesion of Pern. The
legislation of Luxemburg is similar to that of Germany ; and, in these
circumstances, Luxemburg and Peru were admitted to the Union, and
were consequently each represented by a Delegate at the recent session
of the (‘ommission.

The next point to engage the attention of the Commission was the
question whether any means could be found to facilitate the adhesion of
Russia to the Convention of the Sth March, 1902, The correspondence
which had been exchanged between the Belgian and Russian Govern-
ments on this subject was laid before the Commission. It has already
reached His Majesty's Government from the Belgian Minister in London.

The Russian Government had sent two Delegates to Brussels in
order to furnish to the Commission further information in regard to the
proposals already put fory card by Russia, which consisted in a sugges-
tion that the Penal (lause should cease to apply to Russian sugar on
condition that the export to Europe should be limited to a certain extent,

The Commission, whilst recognizing that it had no mandate to
entertain or accept any accession, except within the terms of the Con-
vention of the 5th Mareh, 1902, decided that it was extremely desirable
it should be in full possession of any facts or propositions which the
Russian Government might be willing to lay before it, insorder that, if
possible, the ground might be cleaved for subsequent treatment of the
(uestion by means of diplomatic correspondence.

The Russian Delegates were therefore admitted at two sittings of
the Commission, and a somewhat inconclusive exchange of views took
place, in the course of which it transpired that they had no authority to
make any definite fresh proposals. .

Before these interviews had taken place, the various delegations
had stated their respective views on the Russian proposals, to the gencral
effect that they were favourable to any dizcussion which might tend to
facilitate the adhesion of Russia to the Convention.
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In accordance with my instructions I made the following declara-
tion -

* Apres un examen attentif de la proposition Russe, le Gouverne-
ment de la Grande-Bretagne est d’avis qu'elle est tout a fait contrairve
aux stipulations de la Convention de Bruxelles, qui impose aux Parties
Contractantes le devoir de pénalizer tous les sueres primés.

* La Commission a reconnu exiztence d'une prime pour les sueres
TRusses, sans toutefoix en avoir déterminé le montant exact,

“8i, done, on allait créer une situation préférventielle d’exemption
pour les sucres primés de la Russie, on ferait sans doute naitre des difii-
cultés assez sérieuses, quant au traitement des smeres des autres pays
qui donnent des primes.

“ Dans ces conditions, mon Gouvernement a reconnu qu'il n’est pas
possible d’accepter la proposition Russe.
“ Du reste, mon Gouvernement est d’avis que la Commission, qui

{ient son mandat de la Convention, n’a pas qualité pour proposer on
accepter des modifications a cette Convention.”

Buat I added that I should, nevertheless, listen with attention to
any further explanations the Russian Delegates might wish to lay before
the (lommission.

The President eventually summed up as follows those points which
had bheen discussed with the Russian Delegates, but upon which no
definite conclusion could be reached :—

“1. Fixation du prix de vente a I'intérienr.

“2. Etablissement, par la Russie, de droits compensateurs sur les
sucres primés provenant des pays tiers.

“3. Engagement & prendre par la Russie d'observer toutes les
clauses de la Convention auxquelles il n'aurait pas ¢té fait Formellement
exception.

4, Diminution de la surtaxe actuelle.

“5, Limitation de U'exportation des sucres Russes.”

It iz upon these five points that any diplomatic correspondence
which may cnsue will probably turn.
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The Commission, however, again affirmed during this session that
the Russian system, as it exists, does give rise to a bounty ; but it was
agreed for the present not to fix the exact amount thereof, on the ground
that it depended on various elements liable to fluctuation, which could
not be estimated as fixed quantities. The rate fixed in the United
States continues, therefore, to apply.

The next point congidered by the Clommission was the request of the
Danish Government for reconsideration of the countervailing duties
fixed for Danish sugars. After some discussion it was decided that the
rates previously fixed should be maintained, and that a communication
should be addressed to the Danish Government, giving the reasons for
this decision. The hope was at the same time expressed that the Danish
Government might see fit to place themselves in a position to adhere to
the Convention.

The Commission next drafted and agreed to Regulations for its
procedure at subsequent sessions. These Regulations, as finally adopted,
will be found amongst the documents printed for the Commission
during its recent session, but are not of sufficient general interest to be
here quoted at length.

It then became the duty of the (‘ommission to once more pass in
review the legislation of the Contracting States.

Germany.—No criticisms were made on the German law,

Austria and Hungary.—Attention was called by the British and
other delegations to Article 5 of the Austrian Law of the 31st January,
1903, which appeared to leave the contingent system in force, although
the individnal allotment of it had disappeared. The Austrian and
Hungarian Delegates, however, gave the most categorical assurances
that the contingent system had completely disappeared both in Austria
and Hungary.

The following were the declarations made by them :—

“ M. le Dr. Joas, Délégué de T'Autriche, répondant aux guestions
posées par les honorables Délégués des Pays-Bas et de la Grande-Bre-
tagne, rappelle que, dans la neuvieme séance tenue le 18 Juin, 1903, la
majorité de la Commission a émis Tavis que le system de contingent
officiel consacré par la législation Autrichienne ne pouvait étre con-
sidéré comme se conciliant avec les preseriptions de la Convention du

5 Mars, 1902,




“Fn conséquence, la Loi Autrichienne du 31 Janvier, 1903,
(‘Bulletin des Lois’ No. 27) a été abolie dans toute son ¢tendue par
'Ordonnance Impériale publice, ct entrée en vigueur le 4 Aout, 1903.

“ La réglementation officielle du débit des sucres pour la consom-
mation intérieure en Autriche n’a donc jamais été réalisée.

“Tn ce qui concerne le but poursuivi par le contingent d’assur a
I'industrie nationale le march¢ de chacun des deux Etats de la Monar-
chie Austro-Hongroise, lesquels forment un territoire douanier et com-
mercial commun, les deux Gouvernements viennent de se mettre
d’accord pour atteindre ce but d’une autre maniére que par le systéme
du contingent. Ils se sont entendus pour proposer & la Législature
d’établir, & partir du ler Septembre, 1903, une surtaxe sur les sucres
expédiés de I'un des deux pays dans lautre.

« Vu Punité douaniére existant entre les deux pays, cette surtaxe,
dont le montant a été fixé & 3 couronnes 50 heller par quintal pour les
<ucres raffinés et les sucres assimilables aux raffinés, et & 3 couronnes
30 heller pour les autres sucres, sera pergue par UEtat expéditeur. Le
Projet de Loi concernant ces mesures n'est pas encore soumis au Corps
Législatif.

« T’honorable Délégué ajoute que ce Projet de Loi fera disparaitre
complétement 1'Article 5 de la Loi du 31 Janvier, 1903. Dans linter-
valle, cet Article ne regoit pas son application.

“ M, le Dr. Teleszky, Délégué de la Hongrie, expose, a son tour,
que son Gouvernement ot le Parlement Hongrois, en se ralliant aux
dixpositions de la Convention relative an régime des sucres conclue &
Bruxelles le 5 Mars, 1902, ont interpréteé les dispositions de cette Con-
vention en ce sens qu'une utilisation quelconque de la surtaxe autorisée
par la Convention serait inadmissible.

«“Bien qu'il n’ait pas cru pouvoir puiser dans les débats (ui eurent
liew au sein de la Commission sur la question du contingent, la conviction
que les mesures projeties n’étaient pas conformes au texte ou & I'esprit
de 1a Convention, le Gouvernement Hongrois, mi par le désir sincére de
conserver 4 la grande ceuvre internationale, achevée aprés tant de
difficultés, son absolue intégralité, n'a pas cru devoir insister sur le bon
droit que son interpétation susvisée lui donnait, et a résolu de poursuivre
par d’autres moyens le but qu'il se proposait d’atteindre par le con-

it g = b o ; ; ARy
tm,geute.ment_ et qui n'était autre, on le =ait, que désir d'assurer le
marché intérieur o la production sucriére nationale.

“En conséquence. le Projet de Loi sur la répartition individuelle
du contingent de sucre n'a pas été¢ vevétu de la sanction législative ef
les dispositions des §§ 5 et 8 de la Loi IT de année 1980 avzmt‘ 1n
rapport quelconque avec le contingent, ne furent pas mises & exdeution.
Ces dizpositions d'ailleurs, ne pourraient étre exdeutoires qu'apres la
répartition individuelle du contingent.

: “En ce qui concerne le but susmentionn¢, poursuivi par le con-
tingent. le Gouvernement Hongroiz s'est entendu avee le Gouvernement
Tmpérial d’Autriche pour proposer & la Leégislature des deux parties de
la Monarchie d’établir. & partir du ler Septembre, 1903. une surtaxe
sur les sucres expédics de 'un des deux pays dans Pautre. T

* Vu I'onité douanitre existant entre les deux pays, cette surtaxe
dont le montant a été fixé &4 3 couronnes 50 heller pour le sucre. mfﬁ‘m’:
et les sucres assimilables au raffiné, et i 3 couronnes 30 heller pour les
autres sucres, sera percue par I'Etat expéditeur. Le Projet de Loli
concernant ces mesures n'a pas eneore ¢t¢ soumis an Parlement.”

Lrance~IL inquired whether the French Delegate was in a position
to lay before the Commission any * Project de Loi ™ devised to meet
the criticisms made at the last session of the Commission in rec'm'd—rln
the Krench system of refining in hond. The I'rench Deleoate . li 'l
as follows t— T

‘,‘ M. Delatour, Délégué de la France, déclare qu’il n'est pas en dtat
de déposer le projet de modification au régime des raffineries. Le
Gouvernement de le République estime que, par égard pour le Parle-
ment, il ne lui est possible de saisir la Commission Permanente rl'uﬁ
projet qui n'a pas encore ¢t¢ soumis anx Chambres.”

=M. Delatonr exprime la convictoin que la question sera réglée
avant la prochaine session de la Commission Permanente,” p

Tlu Permanen.t Burean has undertaken to distribute this *Projet
R Sy R e g
bers, . ; s Majesty’s Ambassador at
Paris might be instructed to endeavour to obtain copies of it as soon as
they can properly be communicated to His Majesty’s Government, l‘r,
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would evidently be abvisable that any observations to which this “Projet
de Loi” might give rise should be made to the French Government
hefore, rather than after, the measure is passed.

At my request the French Delegate undertook to submit to the
('ommission at its next session a statement of the exact legislative
svstem in the French Colonies so far as concerns sugar.

The Netherland Delegate made a similar promise in regard to the
Duteh Colonies.

Netherlands,

Luzembura, [

Ttaly, 4 No further observations were made on the laws of
Peru, \ these countries,

Sweden,

When the Law of Belgium came on for examination, I made the
following statement in connection with the surtax allowed in Belgium
to sugared produets :—

< Sir Henry Bergie, Délégné de la Grande-Bretagne, dit que
Qapres ses instractions, il a le devoir d'appeler I'attention de la Com-
mission sur les dispositions du Tarif de la Belgique relatives aux
produits suerés, 11 présente & ce sujet les considérations suivantes :—

« Lo droit daccis est de 20 fr. pour lez sucres. Les droits de
Douane sur les conserves alimentaires renfermant plus de 50 pour cent
de surere sout de 30 fr. Ta surtaxe, dans ce cas, est done de 10 fr.

#¢ 1] v a lieu d'examiner si, d'aprés les termes de la (‘onvention,
lex Parties Contractantes peuvent prélever sur les produits suerés une
<urtaxe plus élevée que celle qui est fixée par PArticle 3L

¢+ Dans la quatorfibme séance de la (‘onférence (page 184 du recueil
dex proces-verbaux), M. le Président a dit que “Tassimilation des
produits sucrés aux sucres est limitée 4 la disposition de I'Article I
figurant dans le méme alinéa.” Il a ajouté que * cetté observation
<erait consignée au procés-verbal comme exprimant P'opinion de da
Conférence.” M. le Président, au cours de la dix-septitme séance (page
218), a ajouté : « La limitation de la surtaxe ne vise, en effet, que les
sucres proprement dits—-c’est-d-dive, les sucres comestibles, et non les
sous-produits de la fabrication et du raffinage, tels que les mélasses, par
exemple.”  Cette maniére de voir a été admise par la Conférence. Ces
paroles, semble-t-il, tendainent i exclure des effets de I’ Article IIT dessons-
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produits en question, mais n'avaient pas la portée d'exclure les produits
suerés comestiblex qui continnent wne proportion notable de sucre
proprement dit.  8i 'on examine I'Article 1. on trouve, dans I'énuméra-
tion des primes, que d’apreés le premier alinéa de cet Article, on ne peut
aceorder aux sueres ni aux produits sueréds: (7)) les avantages résult-
ant de toute surtaxe d'un taux supérieur & celui fixé par FArticle

1 it

<11 semble done que les Parties Contractants ne sont pas autorisées
a préleve sur les produits suerés une surtaxe plus élevée que celle qui
est fixée par I'Article ITI.

*+8elon lopinion de mon Gouvernement, les Hautes Parties Con-
tractantes s¢ sont engagées, par la Convention. a4 ne pas accorder e
primes ni d'avantages découlant d'une surtaxe élevée, aux sucres et aux
produits suerés,

**(Cependant, vu que Fapplication de la Convention aux produits
sucrés est limitée aux dispositions de UArticle I, il n'y a pas, pour les
Parties (‘ontractantes, obligation de pénaliser les produits suerés qui
pourrainet contenir du sucre primé.

“:Sous ces conditions, mon Gouvernement m'a chargé exprimer
Pespoir que si la Commission partage sa maniére de voir sur cette
question, le Gouvernement Belge voudra bien envisager les mesures qui
deviendraient nécessaires.

“*Au surplus, le Gouvernement de la Grande-Bretagne aime a
reconnaitre esprit de bonne foi dont sest montré animé le Gouverne-
met Belge en mettant & exéeution la Convention, et il n'a pas manqué
de prendre en considération les diflicultés que devra nécessairement
faire maitre, au début, application d’un nouveau systéme de Iégislation
internationale.”

“ M. Kebers, one of the Belgian Delegates, replied as follows :—

=M. Kebers, Délégué de Ta Belgique, constate que I'appréciation
formulée dans la quatorzicme séance par le Président de la Conférence
et qu'a invoquée I'honorable Sir Henry Bergne, vépondait i une observa-
tion de son Excellence M. le Ministre de ln Grande-Bretagne ainsi
rapportée par le procets-verbal :—
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“+Non Excellence M. Phipps fait remarquer que I'Article de la
(‘onvention qui rendra obligatoire le régime d'entrepot ne peut sappli-
quer évidemment @ la fabrication des confitures. des bizeuits, et autres
produits suerés. Il se demande si, pour prévenir tout malentendu a cet
égards, il me conviendrait pas de commencer la phrase de UArticle [
visant ces produits, par les mots : “ Pour Papplication de cette dizposi-
tion spéeiale.””

“I1en résulte clairement qu'en stipulant que les produits suerés
seralent asimiliés au sucre. on n'avait en yue que application de la
disposition faisant I'objet du premier alinéa de I'Article T,

“ L'honorable Délégué en voit également la preuve dans le fait que
PArticle ITT limite le chiffre de la surtaxe pour les sucres raffinés, et
hrats. et non pour les produits suerés,  Si eet Artiele avait ¢té applicable
i ces derniers, il efit fallu fixer pour eux une surtaxe spéciale, attendu
que la plupart des produits sucrés sont composés principalement et en
proportions variables de substances auntres que le sucre,

* Dlautres passages des délibérations de Ta Conférence de Bruxelles
ctablissent nettement que Fon n'a pas voulu appliquer aux produits
suerés d'autres dispositions de la Convention que celle de I"Article 1
visée plus haut.

i LP 1]]'()(.‘-(".“-\'(“1‘]1{1‘ (.lf:‘ la ll(‘l.l‘\'i“‘l.llt‘ s¢anee l'L‘IlEBl‘lI](' L B ]i}_!,'ll(_‘.‘i o

= M. Beanduin, Délégue de la Beloique. constate que la Conven-
= A1 |
tion signée & Londres le 30 Aoiit, 1888, contenait, a I'Article 11, une
disposition aingl concue :—

s Par exeeption au prineipe mentionné an premier alinéa de cet
Artiele. on pourra accorder le remboursement ou décharge de droits
pour le suere employé & la fabrication des chocolats ot autres produits
destiné= & I'exportation, pourvu qu’il n’en résulte aucune prime.”

=+ L'honorable Deélégué propose de compléter le texte de I'Article
1 en Sinspirant de cette disposition.  On pourrait, par exemple, ajouter,

“sueres,” ces mots, et des produits suercés on autres

apres le mot
analogues,”

“(lette proposition fut agrée, hien que réalisée sous une forme
différente.
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“Il a été entendu en somme quil suffit que les produits sucrés
n'obtiennent pas de prime pour qu'il soit satisfait aux preseription de la
(‘onvention.

“ Au surplus, presque tons les BEtat~ Contractants ont donné & Ia
disposition .envisagée la méme interprétation que la Belgique. En effet.
daprés les Tarifs des Douanes de 'Allemagne, de T'Autriche, de Ia
Hongrie, de la France, de I'Italie, de la Sunéde, les droits d’entrée
applicables aux produits sucrés sont sensiblement supérieurs & la surtaxe
autorizée par PArticle TTI. It la Commission elle-méme a admis le
Grand-Duché de Luxembourg et le Pérou & adhérer & la (‘onvention,
suchant que dans ces pays également les droits d’entrée sur les produits
sueres depassent nohblmnen’f les droits interieurs sur les sucres,

“ L'honorable Dilégut conclut qu'en ctablissant le Tarvif comme
elle a fait, la Belgiyue ne s'est ¢caratée ni de la lettre ni de Pesprit de
Ia Convention de Bruxelles.”

A vote was then tuken on the question = Whether the Contracting
States had the right to levy on sugared p]'oduct- a surtax higher than
that fixed by Article TIT of the Convention?’

The result was— .
8 votes in the atfirmative.
1 vote in the negative (Great Britain).
2 abstentions (France and Iraly).

The further question was then raised whether contracting States
were bound to penalize sugared products containing bountiedﬁugar;_
and after a debate in which various views were expressed, it was decided
to postpone any settlement of the question until sufficient time had
elapsed to enable the Commission to perceive whether the existing Laws
of the various contracting States in regard to this matter gave rize to
difficulties in practice.

The Laws of Great Britain and of her Colonies next came under
review,
No eriticising were made on the Law for the United Kingdom.

In regard to the British Crown Colonies, the French Delegate called
attention to the fact that in certain of them, viz.. in British Hondurax,
Ceylon, and Grenada, the surtax on sugar—viz., the customs duty in the
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absence of excise dutv—exceeded the figure fixed in Article 111 of the
Clonvention of the 3th March, 1902, After some discussion. in the
course of which I explained that, as these Colonies were practically
non-exporting as to sugar. mo bounty could possibly arise, it was
recognized that the case of these three (folonies presented little practical
importance, and that it was preferable to adjourn any clv(*i‘sion on the
principle involved until the next session of the Commizsion in March.

No further observations were made on the laws of the Britizh
(‘rown Colonies.

The Commission proceeded then to con=ider ‘the laws of Canada.
Australia, and the South African Customs Union.

Tt was decided that bounties existed in all three cases, and the rates
of countervailing duty were fixed in each case as follows: —

Nate of countervailing
duty per 1462 kilog,

if
. . ( Raw =ugary oo N1l
(oAl s er mln s e 520 ) Rofined SUgTyeers-3.03

- Raw sugar, ... 2000
~ 10 ‘ux < Uni - ) Z Qi
South African Cuztoms Union, L Refined sugar,s . ..3.:89

. : i f Raw sugar....oonn 004
Commonwealth of Australia, ... 4 TheHuad. Siiaittyme. 62

I abstained from taking part in the discussion and from voting
when these British Colonies were under discussion, confining myself to
making at the outset the following declaration :—

“Sir Henry Bevgue, Délégué de Crrande-Bretagne, tient &
rappeler tout daboril la déclaration que =on (ﬂ'r(.)l!\'(‘l‘lu‘mt‘!'lt - faite lfar.-i
du dépot dex ratifications de Sa Majesté Britannique sur la Convention
du 5 Mars, 1902, & savoir (ulen aucun cas la Grande-Bretagne ne
pourrait ui:pliquof un droit compensatenr ou la 1)1"0!1iljitiou HUS Suoie
provenant des Colonies autonomes. Dans ces L!(}“(}ltlﬂllﬁ. la t]r*lvguho‘n
Britannique ne pourra prendre part a la discus.s'u.m du taux du droit
compensateur a fixer pour ces Colonies: mais elle n entend c?\'l:l_emnmm_
pas sopposer a ce que les antres délégations examinent la que%ﬂon. Ni
olles décident Papplication d'un droit, la délégation Britannigque rap-
portera le fait & son Gouvernement, afin que les Colonies autonomex en

sotent informdées. ™
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No further observations were offered on the Laws of the British
autonomons (olonies.

The result of the deliberations in regard to the Laws of non-
o
contracting States was as follows ;-

Merico—A question having been raised as to the necessity of
applying the Penal Clause to Mexican sugar, the Permanent Bureau
was charged with the duty of collecting complete information concern-
ing the system in Mexico, in order that the Commission might be in u
position to reach a decision in the matter at its next session.

[ nited States—A proposal waz made by the Permanent Bureau to
fix a rate of countervailing duty for United States” sugars. I opposed
this on the ground that the United States being practically a non-
exporting country for sugar, there was no present need to fix a counter-
vailing duty. After some discussion the matter was left over for
consideration at the next session of the C‘ommission in March. 1904,

Cuba and Porto Rico—The question of the application of the
Penal Clause to sugars from C'uba and Porto Rico having heen discussed,
the Commission decided to suspend its decision till further information
could be obtained from the Permanent Bureau. The question will
therefore come up again at the session fixed for next March. Tt is one
of considerable importance, for although no great quantity of C‘uban
sugar is at present used in the United Kingdom, Cuba is the chief
exporting country of the world for cane sugar, and the fact that pur-
chases from =0 plentiful a producer can he resorted to tends to keep
down prices.

Eqypt—Tt being shown that no sugar bounties exist in Egvpt, it
wax decided that no countervailing duties were required for Egyptian

ngars,

Dranishe Antilles,—A similar decision wax reached in vegard to the

Danish Antilles,

The next Meeting of the C‘ommission has been fixed for the 10th
March, 1904, unless it is sooner convoked on special request from any
of the Contracting States,.—I have, &e.,

H. ;. BERGXE.
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Japanese Markets and IHongkong Sugar.

Japanese ( ‘onsulate,
Hongkong, 16th January 1904,
Str,—In the leading article of your to-day’s issue, a mention was
made about Japan markets heing closed against the refined sugar of
Hongkong by prohibitive tariffs, and as 1 consider this statement is apt
to give one rather an erroncous impression of the real fact, I request you
to spare your valuable space for this letter.

The import duties in Japan on sugar according to the existing
tarifts which came into force on 1st January, 1899, are as follows :—

Up to No. 14 Dateh standard. 5 per cent. ad rval. or 0.204, yen per

picul.
Trom No. 15 to 20, 10 per eent. ad val. or 0,748 ven per picul,
Upward No. 20, 10 per cent. ad rval. or (L82T ven per picul.

Apart from the import duty, the consumption tax is equally payable
by imported sugar as well us by home products. Thus the advantage
derived by the Japanese sugar refiners under the existing tariffs is limited
to the difference of 5 per cent. between the import duty on raw sugar
and that on refined., Furthermore, this diserimination had originally
heen aimed not against the free Hongkong sugar hut against the
bounty-fed Coutinental sugar with which Japan’s markets had heen
“dumped” for some time past.

In spite of the difference in the import duty mentioned above,
during the year 1902 as much as five and a halt million yens" worth of
. refined sugar was imported into Japan from Hongkong and other places,

1 trust 1 have already given sufficient reasons to Lbe able to claim
that =o far as sugar tarifts of Japan are concerned, they are not “pro-
hibitive,” thongh they are, no doubt. to some extent “preferentinl.”—

Yours, ete.,

Masaxienr Noma,
(‘onzul for Japan.

To the Editor of the © Daily Press.”
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HoxaroNG GENERAL CHAMBER OF (COMMERCE,
Hoxaroxg, 2nd February, 1904,

Sir,—With reference to your letter to the Editor of the “ Hongkong
Daily Press” dated 16th ultimo, on the subject of the treatment of
Hongkong manufactured Sugar in Japan, I am instructed to draw your
attention to an apparent inaccuracy in your figures relating to the
[mport Duties. It appears that in the Spring of last year the Tmport
Duty on sugar entering Japan under No. 15 Dutch Standard was raised
from .204 yen to .271 yen per 100 Japanese kins. Further, the kin
being only equal to 1.32507 1bs. avoir. the duty works out at fractionally
more per picul of 133} Ibs. than the figures in your letter show.

The following figures show clearly to what extent the Hongkong
Refineries are diseriminated against by the Japanese Government :—

© Japanese Refiners import Raw Sugar and pay ...... .271 duty.

Japanese Refiners refine Raw Sugar & receive a draw-
brck ok circamnirsasmrmss iRt s i Al

Japanese Refiners pay
yen

2

1.60 220 280 (according

consumption Tax on .
I to quality).

Refined Sugars,....
Total Tax on Japanese
Refined Sugars, . ... }yﬂﬂ 160 220
Hongkong Refiners im- e
yen

2.80

port Refined Sugar 271 45 82T Eaccor(li.ing
and pay importduty, o quality).
Hongkong Refiners im-
port Refined Sugar
& pay consumption
Th e sarnsesetd
Total Tax on Hongkong
Refined Sugars,.... f 7%

160 290 g Gewrdng
to quality).

1.871 2.948 3.627

Difference in favour of -
Japanese Refined yen, .271 .748 827
BUBAL, vermssraraninis

This Chamber understands that as a matter of fact, very little
Refined Sugar under No. 14 Ducth Standard is imported into Japan and
the higher duties of yen .748 and yen .827 represent such a heavy
percentage on market value that it is easy to believe they are really
prohibitive. In this connection a glance at the following figures repres-
enting the value of Refined Sugars imported into Japan is instructive ;—
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b e R R R ven 15.013.320
L e T DL R T e (UL, . 21,105,595
L T 2 9 156:305
YO0, rysvesoimserahimoininnssinns v st ., 15,598,894
O s sesiwawinie el o 281 11,901
LIOT L L s coavs sramas = 588, kov

Although the “diserimination” alluded to in your lettex: may have
heen aimed chiefly against hounty-fed Continental Sugar, it obvmtlsl;;r
applies equally to Sugar from Hongkong not bounty-fed, and there is
wanting any evidence of a desire on the part of J apan to treat Hongkong
products as Japanese products are treated in this Colony.

Any comments with which yon may favour the Chamber on this
<ubject will he appreciated.—T have, &c..

A. R. LOWE, Secretary. i
Masanicar Nowa. Esq., Consul for.Japan, Hongkong.

JAPANESE (UONSULATE,
Hoxegoxe, 4th February, 1904.

Sir,—T have the honour to acknowledge receipt of your letter
dated 2nd instant, and in reply I have the honour to express my high
appreciation for your kindness that you had dra_wn my at'tentlon to a
certain inaccuracy in my figures relating to the import duties of sugar,
which was caused by my misuse of a reference book.—l1 have, &e..

MASANICHI NOMA,

Cons=ul for Japan.

A. R. Lowg, Esq.. Secretary. HoNcroNG GENERAL ('HAMBER OF
JOMMERCE.

C
Licensing of Pilots.

Honekone GENERAL CHAMBER OF UOMMERCE,

HoxggoNG, 14th December, 1903,
“81r,—I have the honour to remind you that a long cnrresponden‘ce
passed last year between the Government and this Chamber \.wt.h
reference to the suggestion put forward by my Committee for the pilots
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of this port to register themselves with, and prove their qualifications
before, a hoard having the requisite authority from the Government to
act.

It will be remembered that stress was laid on the fact that the
pilots of to-day are of inferior calibre to their predecessors, and that
there was a growing tendency amongst them to disregard and wilfully
ignore ordinary precautions necessary, not only for the safety of the
vessels in their charge whilst under way in narrow waters, but of others
either at anchor or alongside the wharves.

At the request of the Government a scheme for holding Government
examinations and granting certificates, was drawn up by the Sub-Com-
mittee appointed (Messrs. E. A, Hewerr, A. Haver, and W. Poarg)
endorsed by the General Committee, and forwarded to the Government,
who replied at some length to the effect that it would place the Harbour
Master in an entirely false position if he had to give certificates for
qualifications which such officer cannot test. The Committee, in a
further report, replied that at Home and Asiatic ports this was satis-
factorily managed, and that, if necessary, the Licensing Board need not
be entirely composed of Government Officials but might be supplemented
by outside experts.

It was also pointed out that, whilst there was a demand for pilotage
in the Harbour, the Committee were against the institution of compulsory
pilotage, also that the granting or refusing to grant a certificate as
suggested by the Government could not be acted on by private individuals
without pecuniary responsibility, to which the Government would not
be liable. Much to my Committee’s regret, although the chief Shipping
Firms and Agencies in the port were in favour of the proposal, the
Government finally notified this Chamber on the 30th of January last
that His Excellency Sir HENRY BLAKE was unable to support the scheme.

1 amnow instructed to bring to your notice, for the information of His
Excellency the Officer Administering the Government, further facts which
have come to light relating to the recent prosecution by the Harbour
Master of the Java-China-Japan Line S. 8. Tjipanas for negligent
navigation in the Harbour on the 24th ultimo, which the Committee of
this Chamber consider strengthens their contention that the pilots should
be brought under the control of a properly constituted Licensing Body.
It appears from the information gathered by the Chamber that this
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7 ' Illi ship arrived oft Lyeemun Pass at 6 p.m. on the 26th ultimo and took ‘ It will be apparent to His Excellency that Masters of steamers

on board a Chinese Pilot provided by the (fompany’s stevedore, one of coming into this increasingly crowded Harbour must rely to a great

extent on the advice of a local Pilot, otherwise they would not employ

‘M the leading firms of this class in Hongkong. It is worthy of mention

1!.|. ] “ that there were several sampans abeut, whose occupants were signalling A these men. It is therefore very hard on the Master not to be allowed
i | ‘| ‘ with the 1 red % white pilot flag, signitying their willingness to act‘ as Lz to bring the Pilot up before the Harbour Master for punishment, or at
”‘; ‘ ‘ pilots. On learning that the 7jipunas was from Am?y, .th.e - Pilot : any rate to give evidence as to the facts in the case of an accident, and
I ‘H|f.\ | affirmed, although the M.as‘ter strongly e.\'pressed. his dishelief in the % it .doe_s not alter thg fact that here in Hongkong, with an amount of
il | ‘ fact, that Amoy was an infected port and the ship must therefm‘? fly b shipping exceeded by only two ports in the world. we have uncertified
|“.,I' the yellow flag and anchor in (hung Kwang Bay for the night. i Pilots placed in charge of shipping.
i i Knowing the penalties for ignoring the Quarantine Regulations, the
““\ I" Master decided not to run any risks. On entering the Harbour the As hag been pointed out in the past, many Conmnanders are obliged,
{ ! ‘ following morning the Health Officer of the Port boarded the steamer, on arrival at the entrance of the Harbour, to take the first man as Pilot
| R demanded to know why the yvellow flag was flying, and on being told : who boards his ship, without having any means of knowing whether he
il W the reason, said the Pilot was a fool and evidently did not know his 1 is eapable of handling the vessel properly or not, Certain Commanders,
Lt ilh business. As the result of this incorrect information supplied by !:he . e as the Comma.mder of the Tjipanus, learn too late of the utter in-
(i f\?"i Pilot the ship lost 12 hours before reaching her anchcm}ge. In coming f - competence of the men they have emploved, This is not possible at
" ‘” |!|5' down the Sout‘nem Fairway to seek anchorage room, with the Maste{' on ' Penang or Singapore; why then at Hongkong? Hongkong has an
1 | M| the bridge and Chief Officer on forecastle deck, nothing was noticed I anenviable record as the only British port either at Home or in the
(e ‘ indicating that a wreck was submerged. The two salvage junks may ' (Colonies where unlicensed Pilots are allowed to ply for hire,
-} ' 1 ‘ have had a red flag up, but in the calm prevailing this was not noticeable. _ 7
r l Itk ‘ Moreover, the two buoys were coloured a rusty red and were indistin- o The Chamber hopes that His Excellency the Officer Administering
| ‘” |‘ ‘ guishable from the ordinary fairway buoy. Tt may here be remarked : the Government may see hix way to consent to the licensing of all Pilots
! I‘\!H‘ U | that the following day steps were taken to paint the wrecking buoys 1 plying for hire within the limits of the port. and thus rid it of a danger
| 1 i \ green, with “Wreck” in unmistakeable white letters. which menaces its shipping.—I have, &c..
} T|Ii‘ “l “‘ Further, on account of the slack state of the tide, steamers were Y A. R. LOWE, Secretary.
| ” | 1l ‘I lying at their buoyx in all directions, it was undoubtedly difficult to 1 Honourable A. M. Tromsox, Acting Colonial Secretary,
1 .“j H “. define the fairways or to find a suitable place to anchor. The Pilot
o i il" ‘11 eventually fixed on u space, but his knowledge afterwards proved to be
(il ‘ at fault, as the steamer had eventually to move her ground to prevent ‘
r|‘ ; I fouling neighbouring vessels. On the 28th ultimo, before the Harbour | 4 e ¥
| Hi i Master, the Captain was fined $50 for negligent navigation in the Harbour | h 'OTI:UMAI'; :JC.RETAR‘, s OFFICEf
LiF !" and ordered to make good any damage done by his vessel fouling the l ONGKONG, 19th December, 1903.
1! i | wreck buoys over the rvemaing of the Pakshan. Had the buoys been 3 SIR:'—'I am di[‘*“-'tefl to acknowledge the receipt of your letter of
i 'w properly marked the Captain and Chief Officer would undoubtedly have i _Ehe 14th instant, regarding the question of the licensing of Pilots, and to
. :,H‘I:!":: ‘ kept clear of the wreck and taken the ship out of the Pilot’s hands in h inform you that the matter is receiving the attention of the Govern-
.l:“,r‘ ” time to prevent the mishap, but the Pilot directed the ship between the ; - . ment.—I have, &e..
I .| ‘,:;" "“' buoys, thus proving by his want of local knowledge that he was incapable 1 v L
1 H"'. | of acting as such and, in addition, ax shewn above, he was unable to find | W ) _ A. M. THOMSON, Acting Colonial Secretary.
1 'i H'i'" } a suitable anchorage, . The ﬁecreta.ry, UHAMBER OF (JoMMERCE, Hongkong.
M
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Brokerages on Stocks and Shares.

HoxeroNG (GENERAL CHAMBER OF COMMERCE,
Hoxarona, 21st April, 1903.

Sir,—I am directed to inform you that, at the monthly meeting of
the General Committee of this Chamber, held on Wednesday last. u letter
was read calling the Chamber’s attention to the system followed by the
Sharebrokers of this Colony of charging brokerage to both buyer and
seller, urging that such system precluded the broker from acting im-
partially for hoth parties, and suggesting that the brokerage should in
future be limited to the seller.

The question was thorcughly discussed and the Committee being
strongly of opinion that hrokerage should be borne by the seller only.
unanimously passed the following resolution :—*That this Chamber de-
precates the custom of stock and share-brokers taking commission from
hoth the buyer and the seller of shares and that the Stockbrokers” Asso-
ciation of Hongkong be asked to arrange for brokerage to he charged
to the seller only.”

I am to add that the Committee expressed no desire to involve the
sharebrokers in any loss on income as a result of the suggested change.
which could be easily rectified by an alteration in the present scale of
brokerage authorised by your Association, and they trust that your
members will agree to carry into effect the above proposal.—TI have, ete..

A. R. LOWE, Secretary.
Honorary Secretary, STOOKBROKERS Assoctation or HONGEONG.

SToORBROKERS AssoorarioN or Hongrong,
Hoxeroxg, 22nd April, 1903.

Drar Sir,—In reply to your communication of yesterday’s date, T
beg to inform you that a meeting of the Standing Committee of this
Association will be called at an early date to consider your propesition
re brokerages,

In the meantime, to facilitate the matter, I shall feel obliged if you
will favour me with any further reasons of your Chamber for desiring
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this change and the advantages it considers are to be derived therefrom,
in order that I may lay them before my Committee for discussion.—
Yours faithfully,

E. 8. JOSEPH, Acting Honorary Secretary.
The Secretary, HoNekoNG GENERAL CHAMBER OF (JOMMERCE.

HoNeroNG GENERAL CHAMBER OF ('OMMERCE,
Hoxeroxe, 29th April, 1903.

Sir,—I am in receipt of your letter of the 22nd instant, informing
this Chamber that a meeting of the Standing Committee of your Asso-
ciation will be called at an early date to consider the resolution on the
subject of brokerage on share transactions forwarded in my communic-
ation of the 21Lst instant, and asking for any further reasons the Chamber
may care to put forward in support of their contention.

In reply I am directed to inform you that my Committee consider
that progress in this matter will be furthered if your Committee will
first state the reasons for and against the proposition already before you.
—I have. etc..

A. R. LOWE, Secretary.
Honorary Secretary, STOCKBROKERS' AsSOCIATION oF HoNGRONG.

SToCKBROKERS' Associarion or Howeroxa,
HoxaroxG, 6th May, 1903.

Sir,— Yours of the 29th April to hand. I now beg to inform you
that the resolution of your Chamber on the subject of brokerage was laid
before the Standing Committee, and was thoroughly discussed in all its
aspects.

The result of the discussion was that the Committee were unanimous
in arriving at the conclusion that the change you propose would be
detrimental to all parties concerned, the argument brought forward
against the proposition being that the danger of partiality, on which
you base your contention, would only be accentuated by the change,
inasmuch as on the lines you suggest a broker might consider his duty
was due more to the party from whom he received hix commission,
namely, the seller, than to the party, the buyer, from whom he received

no hrokerage, whereas at present it iz the imperative duty of a broker
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receiving his commission from both sides to see, to the best of his ability,
that both buyer and seller are treated with the greatest impartiality and
in accordance with the ruling rates on the market. :

There are other reasons against the change, but as you requested
my Committee to confine themszelves to the reason given in your letter.
they were not hrought forward.—I am, ete.,

E. 8. JOSEPH, Acting Honorary Secretary.
The Secretary, HoxekoNG GENERAL CHAMBER OF COMMERCE.

i o

Sir E. Satow’s Interview with the Committee
of the Chamber.

Honaroxe GrNpraL CHAMBER oF COMMERCE,
Hoxeroxe, 17th July, 1903.

Sir,—I have the honour to inquire whether it will be agreeable to
Your Excellency to grant an interview to the Committee of this Chamber
whilst passing through this Colony on your way back to Peking.

In 1896, your predecessor, Hix Excellency Sir CLauni MacpoNALD,
K.C.B., in answer to a similar request, signified his readiness to receive
the Committee in the Chamber Room, City Hall, and I am to suggest
that in case you are willing to meet the Committee it might suit your
convenience to use the same room.  As the time at Your Excelleney’s
disposal in Hongkong will necessarily bhe short, the Committee have
arranged with the Agent of the P. & 0. 8. N. Co. at Singapore to wire
them any particulars as to'time and place of meeting which it may suit
vou to make.

Amongst the matters to which it i desired to draw Your Excellency’s
attention are the following, viz.:—

1. Ahsconding Chinese Debtors,

2. The removal of the barriers in Canton River,

3. Uniform National Coinage for China.

4. The prevalence of piracy in the Canton and West Rivers.
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I have sent to vou under sepavate cover a copy of the Report of the
Chamber for the year 1902 for vour information in the hope that it may
prove usetul for refevence.~-1 have, &c.,

EDBERT A. HEWETT, Chairman.
H. E. Sir ErxestT Sarow, G.oare, Ho B. M’s Envoy Extraordinary
and Minister Plenipotentiary in China.

Hongkong General Chamber of Commerce,
Hongkong, 6th August, 1903,
Your Excelleney,

Before proceeding with the subjects we wish to discuss, T must
express on behalf of the Committee of the Hongkong General (hamber
ol Commerce our thanks to Your Exeellency for so kindly consenting to
meet us here to-day. We were encouraged in putting forward our
request for this meeting having received such ample evidence of the in-
terest you have taken in matters relating to the furthering of British
Trade in the Far East, more particularly during the very trving months
which immediately followed the taking up of vour appointment as His
Majesty’s representative at Peking.

In this connection I trust that I may be allowed on behalf of the
(‘fommittee to express the very high appreciation we feel of the manner
in which Your Excellency has considered those questions which we have
placed before you, and we would further venture to offer our sincere
congratulations on the recognition of your valued services to our (oun-
try, which His Majesty has heen pleased to confer upon Your Exeellency

It is perhaps as well it should here be remarked that all those now
present are British subjects.  Our two German colleagues though invited
to attend this meeting decided it would perhaps enable us to discuss
matters more freely were aliens not present and that while we therefore
regret their absence we appreciate the feeling which prompted them to
waive their right as members of our Committee to he present at this
meeting and thus having an opportunity of joining with us in paying
their respects to Your Excellency.

I will now proceed to deal with those questions which appear to
require more immediate consideration.
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(hstenctions tn the Canton River.

As Your Excellency is, no doubt, aware this is a grievance of long
standing and that for years the Hongkong (‘hamber of Commerce has
heen agitating for the removal of the barriers placed in the River twenty
vears ago. I would beg to remind you that the question was specially
brought to Your Excellency’s notice in a letter from our late Chairman,
Sir T. Jacksox, dated 18th April, 1902, The matter was recognised by
the Special Commissioner as of sufficient importance to be ineluded in
the Commercial Treaty drawn np at Shanghai last year, and Clause V
of that Treaty provides for the removal of the harriers within two years
of the signing of the Treaty.

From information received we arve given to understand that the
removal of these harriers could be readily arranged for without cost to
the Chinese Government, but that certain Officials of the I. M. Customs
wish to have the work placed in the hands of that Department and
further they propose a tax should he levied on foreign shipping to pay
for the removal of the harriers.

We do not consider that the interpretation which the I. M. Customs
thus place upon Article V of the Shanghai Treaty, is correct.

The second paragraph of Article V provides for a tax to he levied
on merchandize to pay for conserving the harbour of Canton, but we do
not take this to mean that the tax is to be paid for the removal of the

barriers,

We would, therefore, ask Your Excellency to give this matter your
consideration and should it be found impossible to induce the Viceroy
at Canton to remove the barriers, we would then venture to suggest that
the question be brought specially to the notice of the Wai Wu Pu to
ensure a prompl carrying out of this undertaking on the part of the

(‘hinese Government.

Within the last few day=, however, the (uestion has assumed a some-
what different aspect.  We understand that the New Viceroy at Canton
has now stated he iz willing to enlarge the existing openings in the
barriers, and while the Committee are satisfied for the moment to let the
matter rest on this basis provided his promise holds good, they trust
that Your Excellency will continue to urge the total removal of the
barriers upon the Imperial Government,
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Registration of Native-Ohened Junks wnder Foreign Flays,

Another question which has veeupied the attention of the Committee
of this Chamber is the assistance granted by certain Foreign Consuls in
(anton to native craft to evade the payment of Tai Pao Ching Fei
levied hy the Vieeroy of the Two Kwang by granting them permission
under Consular seal to flv their respeetive national flags.

The matter has been laid before His Excellency the Governor who
fully sustains the objections raised by this Chamber, and His Excellency
is now considering what steps can best be taken to discourage this abuse
of foreign flags so far as lies in his power, and to this end we understand
it is contemplated to refuse licenses to trade in the waters of the Colony
to the junks in question. )

It would appear that further than this the Hongkong Government
cannot go.

While we much appreciate the steps taken by the Government to
put a stop to the abuse complained of, we feel that even though the local
Authorities may be able to accurately trace those junks which do use
Foreign flags while in Chinese waters, still the refusal of a Hongkong
license will not. we Fear. prove a sufficient deterrent.

That the nwmber of those junks is on the increase is proved by
reference to Mr. Consul General Scort’™s report on the Trade of Canton
for 1902 in which he says there ix an increasing number of juniss flying
the IFrench, German and Anwerican flags.

We would suggest that as this question so directly affects the trade
of this Colony and more particularly the British shipping engaged in
the river traffic between Hongkong and Canton the matter be dealt with
diplomatically as the use of foreign flags for such a purpose cannot be
justified wnder Treaty, and is neither to our intervests nor to that of the
(‘hinese Government,

Piracy on the West River.

The piratical attacks on trading vessels on the West River of which
complaint has in the past frequently been made, continue unabated and
it is very evident that no real improvement can be looked for until the
(‘hinese Government take fur more encrgetic and effectual measures to
put down piracy than have up to the present been attempted.
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The damaging effect to foreign trade generally and particularly to
that of Hongkong caused by the insecurity of life and property on this
important waterway is =0 well understood as to need no further exvuse
for our again bringing the matter to Your Excellency’s notice,

We would therefore now beg to suggest that the Imperial Govern-
ment be urged to give this matter carly attention, and that while the
number of patrol launches under foreign command be increased suffi-
ciently to ensure a proper policing of the trade route, steps also be taken
to break up the piratical villages, the position of which we have reason
to believe are perfectly well known to the local Chinese Authorities.

Inland Navigution Rules,

The rules for the navigation of Chinese inland waters by foreign
vessels g drawn up in 1898 were in practice found to be defective in
several essentials, and we therefore welcome the changes made in the
Commercial Treaty of Shanghai of 1902 as set forth in Annex O of that
Treaty.

While the existing rules ave up to the present found to work fairly
satisfactorily, we would heg to direct Your Excellency’s attention to the
clause which prevents vessels working under these regulations from
leaving Chinese Territorial waters.

Rule 1 of September. 1898, reads as follows:—

“The inland waters of China are hereby opened to all such steamers,
“pative or foreign, as are specially registered for that trade at the
“Treaty Ports,  They may proceed to and fro at will under the follow-
“ing regulations but they must confine their trade to the inland waters,
“and must not proceed to places out of Chinese terrvitory.  The express-
“jon “ Inland Waters” is used with similar meaning to that given for
*places in the interior (nei-t7) in the 4th Article of the Chefoo Convention.”

As an example, we consider that there is no valid reason why such
vessels should not be allowed to run from Canton to Hongkong or other
outside ports should the owners find it desirable to do so, and we would
therefore venture to submit that when opportunity offers for a revision
of these rules the above change should be made.

We would beg to remind Your Excellency that a precedent for
this already exists in the so-called Chinkiang Regulations (Revised Regul-
ations of Trade in the Yangtsze, dated Pekin, 1862, Arvt. TTT) by which
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sea-going  vessels are permitied to proceed fo Hankow on a special
certificate issued on the ship’s papers being deposited with the British
Consul at Chinkiang, and that this rule was recently further extended so
as to allow of the certificate being, if required, issued at Woosung

(Shanghai).

Art. IV of Chinkiang Regulations provides for a similar system to
be adopted in the case of River steamers plying exclusively in the
Yangtsze.

It appears to us thevéfore that a like system might be adopted when
required by the owners in regard to vessels trading in other parts of
China, and that as far as the West River and adjacent waters are
concerned these vessels might be permitted to proceed to Hongkong,
the exchange of papers being effected at the British Consulate in
Clanton.

Absconding Chinese Deitors,

The next question to which we would beg to direct Your Excel-
lenev’s attention is one of very considerable importance to those in the
Colony who have business dealings with Chinese possessing places of
business or property in Canton and elsewhere on the mainland heyond
the jurisdiction of this Colony. '

The question hinges upon the reading of Article NXTIT of the
Tientsin Treaty of 1858 with reference to absconding Chinese debtors,
For once we regret we do not find ourselves in accord with the British
Consul General, as to the reading of this article and as the matter is one
of such great importance we consider it as well to lay the case before
Your Excellency and ask yvour decision in the matter.

The fact: of the case are fully stated on page 25 of the Annual
Report of this Chamber for 1902, and on pages 7 to 15 of the Appendix.

Briefly the case ix as follows :—

A partuer in the Chinese firm of Wo Shang came from Canton
and during the autumn of 1900 purchased goods to the value of upwards
ol §5.000 from the Hongkong firm of IFuk Tai.

The debt was admitted but when payment was pressed the Wo
Shang firm closed their place of business in Hongkong and  their
representative left the Colony.,
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The case came before the Supreme Court on 3rd February, 1902,
and was heard by Mr. Justice Wrse. Acting Chief Justice.  No appear-
ance was made on behalf of the defendants.  After proving the debt
judgment was given in favour of the plaintifts.

The plaintiffs Solicitors then applied to H. B. M.'s Consul General
at Canton asking his assistance for recovery of the amount due (some

£6.,600).

In reply to this request, writing under date Canton. 7th April, 1Y02,
the Consul Greneral stated he was unable to take action in the matter as
this wasx not a case of absconding. = the residence of the defendants
being known at the time and a writ served npon them accordingly.™

The Consul General may be correct in his reading of the Tientsin
Treaty but we cannot hut feel that it hi< decision in this matter be
nccepbted without challenge, @ most serious blow will be dealt at the
cecurity which we believe we now enjoy under Treaty against such a
case of fraud on the part of dihonest Chinese traders.

In order to make our contention clear it is perbaps advisable that [
should here give the Article from the Tientsin Treaty in full.

Tt ix as follows —

“Nhould natives of China who may repair to Hongkong to trade
“ineur debts there, the recovery of such debts must he arranged for by
“the English Court of Justice on the spot: but should the Chinese
 debtor abscond, and be known to have property real or personal within
“the Chinese territory, it shall be the duty of the Chinese Authorities
“on application by, and in concert with, the British Consul, to do their
“utmost to see justice done hetween the parties.”

We can only judge the Consul General’s opinion by the statement
as it appears in the letter above quoted.

We gather that the Consul General considers that if the debtor
leaves the Colony before judgment is given and hix address in China is
known so that a writ can he served upon him he does not “abseond™
within the meaning of the Treaty.

With all due deference to Mr. Scort’s opinion, we cannot but feel

that shonld a Chinaman wish to evade his lawful obligations he will not.
in all probability. remain in the Colony until a judgment is obtained
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against him, but that he will retire to his native place at an earlier stage
of the proceedings.  Thus if Mr. Scorr’s reading of Article XXIII is
correct it practically amounts to thiz that the Arficle in question ix a
dead letter.

The fact that as stated in the Consul General’s letter the “address
of the debtor was known and consequently it was possible to serve a
writ on him” does not, in our opinion, appear to modify the reading of
the Treaty, for it is distinetly stated that the Chinese Authorities on
application from the British Consul shall see that justice is done if it is
known that the debtor has property in Chinese territory.  The knowledge
on the part of the Authorities that a Chinaman has property in the
Empire must, we believe, be coupled with a knowledge as to his where-
abouts ov at least it would appear that this was what the framers of the
Treaty had in their minds at the time the Article was drawn up.

National Coinage jor China.

As Your Excellency is aware considerable attention has recently
been directed by the various Chambers of Commerce in the Far East to
the vexed question of exchange aggravated by the many different mone-
tary weights and values in use throughout the various parts of China.

1t appears to us clear that the first step towards any fiscal reform
in the Empire must be the establishment of a national coinage to be
made legal tender throughout the Country.

We have recently received communications both from the Shanghai
and Tientsin Chambers of Commerce asking our co-operation in urging
this view upon the Diplomatic Body at Peking.

We are entirely in accord with the Northern Chambers in this
matter and have intimated our willingness to join in the proposed
Memorial to the representatives of the Foreign Treaty Powers in Peking
suggesting that asx a first step to attaining any reform the various
provineial mints should be closed und a national coinage established
under the direct megis of the Imperial Government. as provided for in
Article I1 of the British Commercial Treaty of Shanghai.

For Your Excellency's information we beg to hand youn copy of the
draft of the proposed Memorial-as received from Shanghai addressed to
the Doyen of the Diplomatic Body at Peking, and we would now ask
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Your Excellency to use vour influence in conjunction with your eollea-
gues in bringing about thix most necessary reform in the coinage of
China.

Puyment of Customs Duties in Gold.
“We understand that a suggestion has been put forward by the
Chinese Government that all (‘ugtoms duties should be paid in gold.

We are not as vet aware of the view taken of this request by the
various Treaty Powers, but we would heg to submit that sueh a demand
is altogether unreasonable.

While we admit that owing to the depreciation in sﬂve? the amount
of the war indemmity to be paid by China has been largely increased, we
would sabmit to Your Excellency that this does not in itself constitute
a safficient reason for an additional burden heing placed upon loreign

trade.

Without entering into the question as to the wisdom of thg policy
adopted by the Treaty Powers in enforcing the pa;«'ment f)f 0 lm‘ge: a
war indemnity upon China, we would beg to point out in our opinion
this should not in the end result in further taxation heing placed npon
our commercial relations with China, and we trust that this view will
receive the strong support of His_ Majesty’s Governmment,

Should this valuahle concession be granted without adequate quid
pro quo the effect could not but be a serious set back to our trade with
the Empire while it will be sacrificing one of our strongest arguments
when urging fiscal reform upon China.

The Commercial Treaty of Shanghat of 1902.

The Treaty drawn up by Siv James Mackay while containing a
cortain amount of controversial matter, taken as a whole cannot, in our
opinion, but be productive of much good. once it comes into foree, to
China and the Treaty Powers in the commercial relations with her.

As, however, there appears to be no immediate prospects of this
desirable result being attained, we will not now unduly take up Your
Excellency’s time with what would be after all under the circumstance
merely an academic discussion of the Treaty.

There are, however, one or two points to which we would direet
Your Excelleney’s attention, these heing questions on which we may
hefore long have to address you.
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Article TTT provides that the duties and lekin combined on junks from
Hongkong to the Treaty Ports in the Cunton Provinee should not he
lesx than the duties charged by the Imperial Maritime (ustoms on
similar goods by steamer.

In view of the extension which we trust will shortly take place in
the use of steamers for inland transit we would submit that instead of
“ Cunton Province” the Treaty shonld vead * The Provinee af the Two
Kuwong.”

It is reasonable to suppose that hefore long a further number of
places of call for foreign vessels will be granted in these provinees and
indeed we already have Wuchow in Kwangsi opened to foreign trade,

We are constrained to believe that the term © Cunton Provinee™
{(which we take as meaning Kwangtung) i< a elerieal error and that the
two provinces were intended to be referred to.

With regard to Article V reference has already heen made to the
first paragraph under the heading of obstructions to navigation in the
(‘anton River.

We would now beg to direct Your Excelleney’s attention to the
provision for raising funds to pay for the cost of improving the harhour
of Canton.

Reference to the Article in question shows that this is to be by a tax
on British and Chinese goods landed and shipped at that port.

We would heg to point out that ax the suggested improvements
will more or less directly confer considerable benefits on others than
those actually engaged in the handling of goods, the cost of the improve-
ments should, in our opinion, have heen more cenerally distributed, and
we would suggest that in this respect it would have heen more equitable
had it been arranged to follow the precedent setin Annex 17 of the Peace
Protocol of 1901 when arranging for funds for the Conservaney of the
River Huangpu. /., that the Chinese Goverment, the riparian land
owners and others interested should all bear their share of the cost of
lmprovements.

Article VIII deals very fully with the question of internal taxation
of all forms on foreign trade. while we are in accord with the general
terms of thix most important Article we feel that a very important change
might with great advantage be made.




We refer to the question of the maintenance of (lekin barriers on
the sea coast and on the horders of the various provinces for the
collection of taxes on salt and native opium.

The existence of any lekin Larriers appear to us a grave menace to

: P
trade generally. Whatever the solemn undertakings of the Chinese
Government may be and however sincere they may be in wishing to

carry out their Treaty obligations, past experience has only impressed .

upon us too painfully that those undertakings are worth very }itt]e. ; So
long as barriers exist so long will the underlings in the lekin stations
:1ttémpt to extort all possible from the trade passing their doors, and we
feel that no amount of vigilance on the part of the Tmperial Government
or Custom Officials can possibly cope with this evil. Further who shall
say that a boat loaded with, for example, foreign goods amply provic.led
with transit passes, cannot be stopped in order to enable the local officials
to saiisfy themselves that that particular boat is not smuggling salt or na~
tive npil;m. We would remind Your Excellency thata good case in point
is on record when Sir CLAUDE MACDONALD paid a visit to Kwangtung.
He happened to pass a barrier where it was reported to him that a boat
loaded with goods under transit pass was removed from the head of the
line of vessels to the tail end (meaning a delay of at least two days)
because the master vefused to pay a squeeze to the official in charge of
the barrier.

Clonsidering that the harriers are, under the Shanghai Treaty, only
to he maintained for the taxation of salt and native opium, we believe
that the best means of dealing with the question would be to entirely
abolish all barriers.

The places where salt is produced, or native opium grown, are
perfectly well known, and we consider that a more correct account of

the revenue could he kept were these taxes levied at the place of pro-.

duction. Section 10 of Article VIII provides that this work be super-
vised by officials of the Imperial Maritime Customs, and if this is <o,
there should be no great difficulty in arriving at some scheme whereby
each province should obtain its share of the taxes on the salt and native
opium actually consumed within that province as is already done in the
cuse of foreign opium.

Unless some such scheme is adopted we feel that endless disputes
will ariseand that the abolition of the barriers as suggested in the Shanghai
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Treaty so far as ordinary trade is concerned, will in actual pratice afford
little if any relief to the present system. We have considered it advis-
able to refer to this matter at some length as we feel certain that should
the Shanghai Treaty come into force it will not be long before the dan-
ger which we now foreshadow will become a burning question.

Article X among other places deals with the opening of Kongmoon
as a Treaty Port.

We understand there is reasonable ground for helieving that Kong-
moon will he so opened hefore very long, but in view of the vital im-
portance of the question we consider it essential to the proper develop-
ment of our trade to take this opportunity tor urging most strenuously
upon Your Excellency the neceszity of the port being opened at the
earliest possible date, and trust that you will be able to give this matter
your serious consideration.

While on the subject of the opening of new perts we would heg to
remind Your Excellency that the opening of Naning in Kwangsi has
in the past also been considered.  As it is possible for light draught
steamers to veach Naning we attach great importance to the opening of
this city to foreign trade the more o as the French Government pro-
pose to extend the Indo-China railway to that point and we therefore
consider it advisable in the interests of thix Colony that we should also
have the right to earry on a direet trade with that important city,

We trust the suggestion will receive Your Excellency’s favourable
consideration and that you will when a fitting opportunity arizes urge
this upon the Chinese Government.

Proposed Lncrease of Tweation on Opivin at Canton.

We would beg to remind Your Excellency that on 13th May of
last year this Chamber addressed you with regard to an attempt made
by the then Viceroy of Canton to levy an additional tax on foreign
opium which while rominally a charge on the prepaved drug was, in
effect, one on all foreign opium imported into Kwangtung, and that asa
result of the representations made on the subjeet by Your Excellency
the attempted imposition of this tax was ultimately abandoned by the
Canton Authorities.

During the last few days, however, the Provineial Authorities have
again attempted fo revise this illegal impost and we have consequently
already addressed H.B.M.'s Chargé d"Affaives at Peking on the subject
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We would now beg to refer Your Excellency to the enclosed copy
of our letter to Mr. TowNLEY and to the proclamation issued in Canton,
copy of which ix also attached which will place Your Excellency in full
possession of the facts of the case.

In addition to the tax above mentioned we further understand that
lekin barriers are now being set up at certain points on the waterways
of Kwangtung nominally for the collection of this new tax on boiled
opium, the real purpose being to enforce payment on all foreign opium,
raw or hoiled. On receipt of fuller information on thiz point we propose
addressing Your Bxcellency further on the subject.

We now ask vou to be good enough to again make representations
in the proper quarter and to use vour influence to prevent this further
attempt to illegally tax foreign opium from becoming operative.

In conclusion it only remains for me to thank Your Excellency on
ehalf of the Committee for the kind attention you have given to the
various questions we have laid before you and for the efforts which you
have at all times made to protect and foster our tradal relations with
the Empire of China.

Ensrrr A. Hewerr. Chairman.
To His Lxcelleney Siv Ensest Sarow, .o, HBMs Envoy
Estraordinary and Minister Plenipotentiary, Peking.

HONGRONG, (AENERAL CHAMBER 0F COMMERCE,
Hoxeroxa, 20th August, 1903,
Si—1 am directed to hand you, for the information of His Excel-
Jency the Governor, a copy of the Address presented to HLE. Sir ERNEs?
Satow, H.B.M.’s Minister at Peking, when the latter kindly consented
to meet the Committee of this Chamber in the Chamber’s Room on the
Gth instant.

The following subjects are touched upon in the Address, viz,:—
Ohstruetions in the Canton River,
Registration of native-owned junks under Foreign Flags.
Piracy on the West River,
Tnland Waters Navigation Rules,
Abszconding (hinese Debtors,

National Coinage for China.

Payment of C'ustoms Duties in Gold.

British Commereial Treaty of Shanghai, 1902,

Proposed inerease of Taxation of Foreign Opinm at Canton.

His Excellency the Governor will notice that some of the
matters referved fo have already been the subject of corvespondence
between this Chamber and the Hongkong Government, and T am ins-
tructed to mention that any help His Txeelleney ean see his way to give
by seizing any opportunity which ay occur of effecting a settlement
of the matters in dispute on the lines laid down in the Address will be
much appreciated by this Chamber.

Since Sir Erxpst Satow's departure a slight modification has been
made in the Joint Memorial from the Chambers of C‘ommerce of Shang-
hai, Tientsin and Hongkong. and a copy as it now stands has been
substituted in the enclosures above referred to.—T1 have, &e.,

A. R LOWE, Seeretary.
Honoarable F. H. May. cang., Colonial Seeretary.

COLONIAL SECRETARY'S OFFICE,
Hoxeroxd, 20th August, 1903,

Str,— T am directed to acknowledge the veceipt of your letter of
the 20th instant. enclosing a copy of the Address presented by vour
Committee to His Execellency Sir Erxest Satow during his recent visit
to Hongkong, and to inform vou that His Excelleney the Governor had
already spoken to Sir ErNest Satow on many of the subjects therein
mentioned, with which the Governor is in entive accord.

2. The opening of the West River has engaged His Excellency’s
attention ever since he entered upon the administration of thix Colony,
and when in Peking in 1900 His Excelleney had two interviews with the
Tsung-Li Yamen and with Sir Roserr Hawrr on the subject.  In both
cases the proposals made by His Excellency were accepted, and His
Fixcellency has reason to believe that no strong objection will he made to
permitting to river steamers From Hongkong similar privileges to those
conceded to foreign steamers from Canton.  The opening of Kongmoon
morcover, has always heen an important point in West River negotiations,




3. Hix Excellency will always he glad to forward to the best of
his ability the desires of the Chamber of Commerce in the interests of
British Trade in China—1T1 have, &e.,

~ E. H. MAY, Colenial decretivy,
The Seeretary, GeNeran Caansir or Conmercr, Hongkong.

i St

Additional Tax on Foreign Opium at Canton.
/

Hoxgroxe GeENERAL (CHAMBER oF COMMERCE,
Hoxagoxe, 30th July, 1903,

Copy of Telegram sent on the 28th July through the Honglony &
Shunghat Banking Corporation. 7
“Charge d'Affaives, British Legation, Peking, Hongkong Chamber
“of Commerce protest strongly against proposed reintroduction in modi-
“fied form of tax foreign opium in (anton, appeal to you support
“protest.

Hewgrr, Chairman.”

Hoxeroye GRNERAL CHAMBER oF (‘OMMERCE,
Hoxuroxdg, 28th July, 1903,

SR, —I have the honour to inform vou that it has recently come to
the knowledge of this Chamber that the Vieeroy of the Two wa\'ang has
decided to reimpose an additional tax on foreign opium imported “into
these provinces, the reason adduced being that the money ix required to
pay the share of the war indemnity for which he is responsible.

It is understood that H.B.M.'s Consul General at Canton has already
forwarded to you full particulars ineluding the copy of a proclamation
issued with the Viceroy’s authority, expluining how the tax ix to be col-
lected.

You will remember that a similar attempt to tax foreign opinm
was made last year by the former Vieeroy, and that, after considerable
correspondence had passed between H.B.M.'s Minister at Peking. the
Consul General at Canton, the Hongkong Coloniul Secretary and
this Chamber, the Vieeroy was ultimately compelled to abandon the
attempt to enforee the tax.

The present proclamation, a copy of which ix attached, admits that
the former tax was contrary to treaty and that the present levy of 6
candaveens a tael on all foreign prepared opium in the boiling shops at
(‘anton is in substitution of the original proposal, therefore it seems to
the Committee that the form in which the new tax is to he levied is also
illegal.

With regard to the general question of taxing prepared opium and
levving the impost on the boiling establishments, I am to point out that
ymg I g est 1
this is, in the opinion of the Committee, a direct violation of treaty.

Tt is well known that a large amount of opium is so prepared in
(anton, but it does not by any means follow that the opium is consumed
on the premises or even in the eity. Boiled opium from (‘anton ix
distributed in large quantitiex not only all over the provinee, but is even
carried into neighbouring provinces, and the place where it is hoiled
cannot, therefore, be taken as “the place of consumption™ as set forth
in the first paragraph of clause 5 of the Additional Article to the Chefoo
Clonvention signed in 1885.

In the second paragraph of the Article above referred to, it is
distinetly laid down that foreign opium ix not to be taxed at a higher
rate than native opium.

This Chamber is given to understand that paragraph two of the
proclamation enclosed, while not very clear, ix intended to mean that
the tax on native and foreign opium is to be calculated on the same
basis,

This is assuming that all native opium pays full taxes, but in this
connection T would beg to direct vour attention to my predecessor’s
letter of 13th May, 1902, addressed to H. E. the British Minister at
Peking, in which it was stated that it was well known that the greater
part of the native drmg evaded payment of duty, and up to the time of
writing this Chamber has no veason for modifying its statements on the
point.

The former attempt of the later Viceroy to raise special taxes on
this branch of foreign trade having proved futile, the present proclam-
ation is so worded as to give the impression that the Authorities are
anxious to observe treaty obligations,
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Private information, however, leads the Committee to believe that
this is not the case.  The tax is called a “Fee on prepared opinm™ and
it would appear that this ix merely a name invented to hoodwink the
treaty powers; on the contrary the tax is in effect a direct one on all
foreign opium landed into C(fanton whether consumed in the lekin free
area or in transit to the interior.

The Syndicate working under the direct protection of the highest
provineial officials is, o I aminformed, endeavouring through the opium
guild to compel all importers of foreign opium to join in guaranteeing
the amount due from the Canton Opium Farmer to the Provineial
Authorities, and they are therefore to he held liable for a payment of
Taels 57.60 for each chest imported into (‘anton.

It will be appuarent from the above that the proposed new opiumn
farm at C'anton is merely another attempt on the part of the local ofticials
to pay their dues to the Imperial Government at the expense of foreign
trade, and the Committee of this Chamber trust that you will be able
to see your way to represent the matter in such a manner to the Chinese
sovernment as will induce them to send the necessary orders to the
Viceroy to officially withdraw the proclamation complained of.

In this connection I am to especially direct your attention to the
fact that, in the last paragraph but one of the proclamation, it is
distinetly stated that the increased levy is made “in obedience to Imperial
Decree.” If this is correct it would appear that here again, as was the
case last year, this attempted evasion of the treaties is to he traced
directly to the ITmperial Government at Peking.

In conclusion this Chamber trusts that you will be able to see your
way to give thix matter yvour earliest attention and I am to inform you
that representations on this subject will also, if possible, be made to
H.E. the British Minister while passing through this Clolony, but, as the
date of Sir Erxgst Satow’s werival is still uncertain and the matter
appears to be one of great importance and urgency, 1 addressed a
telegram to you yesterday, courteously coded by and sent through the
Hongkong & Shanghai Banking Corporation, protesting against the new
tax and soliciting your good offices. A copy of thix telegram is also
enclosed.—I have, &e.,

E. A, HEWETT, Chairman.
W. C. Towxsrey, Esq., H.B.M.s Chargé d’Affaires, Peking.
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ProcramMATION issued by
TmG, Provincial Treasurer,
Wu, Provincial Judge,
(‘mov, Acting Salt Commissioner,
Wao, Acting Grain Taotai.

A

Superintendents of the Coast Defence and the Provineial Reorgani-
zation Board and Financial Board of Kwangtung.

Warreas Wu Keurr Pév of the Heng ('hi Syndicate has undertaken
the farm of the “License fee on Prepared opium” in Kuangtung,
paying to the Government a yearly sum of One Million Dollars, and
levying one mace and two candareens on every tael weight of foreign
and native prepared opium, calculated at six tenths of the raw article,
in the 2nd moon of this year regulations were drawn up, the deposit
money was paid, and a petition was made to our Boards, which we
submitted to the Viceroy and the Governor, who approved it. On the
929th dav of the 2nd moon proclamations were issued, and on the 16th
day of the 3rd moon the Syndicate reported that they had begun opera-
tions,

Now Wu K¢vrr Péu again petitions that as he was about to begin
operations, he found that under the circumstances the levy was rather
heayv, and ought to he reduced and he proposed to reduce it by
one half as had at first heen decided, that is to say that on every
tacl of foreign and native boiled opium should be paid 6 candereens,
while the native opium, being a native product, and consumed in China,
should Dbe liable to the tax whilst still raw, reckoning the proportion
of boiled opium towards raw opium at such a rate as to make the opium
when raw pay 6 candareens per tael.

But as the amount of the levy has been reduced, the sum paid to
the Government should not remain at its original figure, and the
Syndicate undertake to pay §600,000 a year in monthly instalments,
and in a year with an intercalary month the instalment would be
proportionally increased, taking into the Syndicate Wu Yao Prya as
general manager, who shall share in the responsibility to pay the
amount guaranteed. The Syndicate requests us to grant their petition
and issue a proclamation.

This Province has to raise towards paying the indemmity, and the
levy on prepared opium is one of the largest sources of revenue. Last
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past, and the manner in which you so ably worked to prevent the
imposition of a similar tax by the late Viceroy, my (ommittee are
i may be granted the farm for thirty-eight years, and thus carry out the | ' anxious that their views on this question should be in your possession.—
] original agreement, and also provide for the indemnity. I have, &c.,

| E. A. HEWETT, Chairman,
| ’ I |l

L
‘: ‘ i ’IIM vear, when the Kuang Hsing Syndicate farmed the levy, we were Honekoxe GENERAL CHAMBER OF COMMERCE,
| “ i ordered to abolish it, as there was something in it which was contrary | Hovaxon, 30th July, 1903.
| |”| ‘1 to Treaty. This farm of the Licence on Boiled opium by the Heng Chi S1r.—T have the 110.“0“1' to inform you that it has come to the
| i“‘ | Syndicate is a matter of a kind which we have had before in China, | knowledge_of the Committee of the Hongkong Chamber of .Uolnm(frce
ol and concerns our internal administration. As sanction has been given | Fhﬂf* the ‘i_’lceroy of Canton proposes to levy a tax on all foreign opium
i (hy the Higher Authorities) to the enterprise, the syndicate is at liberty | imported into the Two Kwang, somewhat on the same lines of the tax
il |!M to begin operations and collect the money according to the regulations. R 131'01?059d 135'[_ year by his predecessor and which was prevented through
‘! “i' H As regards the petition of the syndicate to reduce the levy by one half, s the intervention of H. B. M.’s Minister at Peking.
| ‘Ii l} " and .5'150 to r edu(,:e the RO 'paxd to Gover mnegt to $600,000, and to I The Committee of this Chamber telegraphed on the 28th instant to the
i adfmt Wu Yao P’uNG to Jouy the guarantee and become manager, 43 | & British Legation at Peking protesting against the re-introduetion of this
L if is for the purpose of combining together in the interests of the Pablic ! tax, and I now have the pleasure to hand you a copy of this message and
il Service, e T right, grant s But as to the period of FI‘Ii‘tY'e’gh* - also a copy of my letter of the 29th instant addressed to the (hargé
| \ :r i . years for which the farm was originally granted to the syndicate, as the ! & Affaiies.
' || i'ﬁ yearly sumto be paid to Government has been reduced, the syndicate isnow
M 't'w permitted to attempt to carry out the scheme for five vears only, and if | & Knowing the keen interest you have taken in this matter in the
e successful, the levy shall be increased, and the sum to be paid to Gov- i

W!‘\ ernment increased to its former figure $1,000,000, when the syndicate

Another set of Proclamation has been issued, and the syndicate has J. Scorr, Esq., H. B, M.’s Consaul General, Canton.
’ heen ordered to fix the date of heginning the levy, and to pay the monthly

instalments at the proper time, in order to meet the indemnity.

HovaroNe GENERAL CHAMBER oF (OMMERCE,
Hoxerone, 30th July, 1903.

S1r,—1I have the honour to inform you that it has come to the
knowledge of the Committee of this Chamber that the Viceroy of (fanton
proposes to levy a tax on all foreign opium imported into the Two Kwang,
somewhat on the lines of the tax proposed last year by his predecessor
i , and which was prevented through the intervention of H.B.M.’s Minister
| i«ﬁ ) at Peking.
| The temporary reduction is sufficient concession on the part of the

We have reported the whole matter to the Viceroy and Governor,
‘.' and this Proclamation is issued for the information of prepared opium

l shops, and of all dealers in Yunnan and Ssuchuan opium, This increase
in the levy is made in ohedience to Imperial Decree, and must he carried
into effect. : .

The Committee despatched a telegram on the 28th instant to the

il (GGovernment, a.-nd e\'fary one must submit to it quietl):,'a.ny rusistunce.to Chargé d’Affaires at Peking protesting against the re-introduction of
the levy or evasion of it, shall be reported to the Authorities by the syndic- this tax, and, for the information of His Excellency the Governor, I am
. ate, and the offender’s shop will he sealed up, and he will be arrested i directed to hand you a copy of this message together with copies of the
1 i‘ and punished without mercy. . Chairman’s letter to the Chargé d’Affaires at Peking and Mr. Consul
| i 4 Greneral Scotr at Canton.—I have, &e.,
| | | , ‘ &e., &e., &e. : A. R. LOWE, Secretary.
‘ BBl June 24th, 1903. y - - Honcurable I'. H. May, c.ym.6., Colonial Secretary.
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H. B. M.s CONSULATE (GENERAL,
Caxrox, July 31st, 1903.
SIR,—I have the honour to acknowledge the receipt of your des-
patch of the 30th instant, covering copy of your letter to H. M.’s Chargé
d’Affaires in Peking protesting against the new opium tax,

1 beg to thank you for so courteously communicating to me a copy
of this letter, and I feel that your action and protest will greatly streng-
then my bhands in having the objectionable tax removed. Your views
as expressed in the letter are clear and concise, and exactly to the point.—
I have, &c.,

JAMES SCOTT, H.B.M.'s Consul General.
Epserr A. Hewerr, Esq, HoNekose CHaMBER oF (lOMMERCE,
Hongkong. '

(COLONIAL SECRETARY’S OIFFICE,
Hownexoxe. 1st August, 1903,
Str,—I am directed to acknowledge the receipt of your letter of
the 29th ultimo, relating to the alleged intention of the Viceroy of the Two
Kwang to levy a tax on all foreign opium imported into the provineces
under his jurisdietion.—I have, &e.,

F. H. MAY, Colonial Secretary.
The Secretary, (‘HamBer or ComMrrcr, Hongkong.

Pexxa, 13th August, 1903.

Str,—I beg to acknowledge the receipt on the 10th instant of
vour letter of the 28th July and its enclosures. Your telegram of
July 29th was duly communicated to me by the Agent of the Hong-
kong and Shanghai Bank.

T have been in constant correspondence with the Chinese Govern-
ment with regard to the imposition of additional taxation on foreign
opium, in breach of the provisions of the Additional Article to the
“hefoo Agreement, and I learn from His Majesty’s Consul General at
(‘anton that the tax to which your letter specially refers has been
suspended.—I am, &c.,

WALTER TOWNLEY.
The Chairman, (‘'HAMBER or (‘oMMrrce, Hongkong.
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Official Code Vocabulary.

(‘HAMBER oF COMMERCE OF THE STATE oF NEW YORK,
April 10, 1903.
GENERAL CHAMBER oF COMMERCE,
Hoxegroxg, China.

Gentlemen :-—

Enclosed I beg leave to hund you copy of Resolutions adopted by
the Chamber of Clommerce of the State of New York on the 2nd inst..
on the subject of the compulsory use in cable telegraph messages of the
so-called “Ofticial Vocabulary™ of cable code ciphers prepared under
the direction ot the International Telegraphic Bureau.

I trust that you will agree with the views expressed in these
Resolutions gnd if 20 would suggest that you address a similar remons-
trance to the Director of the International Telegraph Bureau, Berne,
Switzerland, with the request that he present same at the Conference of

-International Telegraph Lines to be held in London on May 26th next.—

T am, &e.,
GUNTAV H. SCHWAB, (Jhui‘rm;ul,
Committee on Foreign Commerce and the Revenue Laws.

CHAMBER oF (OMMERCE o¥ THE STATE or NEW YORK.
Rerorr oF THE ComMITTEE ON FonrEIGN (JOMMERCE AND THE
Revenue Laws, 1IN REFERENCE TO THE COMPULSORY
Use oF THE OFFICIAL VOCABULARY BY THE
InTERNATIONAL TELEGRAPHIC BUrEAU.

To the Chamber of Commerce:

Your Committee on Foreign Commerce and the Revenue Laws
heg leave to present the following preamble and resolution and to move
their adoption.

Whereas, it is reported that an etfort will be made at the Confer-
ence of International Telegraph Lines in London, on May 26th, 1903, to
put into compulsory use in cable telegraph messages the so-called
“official vocabulary” of cable code ciphers prepared under the direction
of the International Telegraphic Bureau: and,
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Whereas, such official vocabulary is inadequate for commercial
business and not adapted to existing conditions ; and,

Whereas, the enforced use of such official vocabulary and the
exclusion of cable code systems now in use would entail serious expense,
eonvenience and labor upon commerce therefore, be it

Resolved, that the Chamber of Commerce of the State of New
r . - - :
York again enter its protest against the compulsory use of an official
vocabulary in cable telegraphy ; and be it further

Resolved, that the Committee on Foreign Commerce and the Reve-
nue Laws be instructed to enter into communication with other com-
mercial bodies, both in this country and in other parts of the world, for
the purpose of bringing every possible influence to bear to cause a
reconsideration of the proposed plan for the compulsory use of the
“official vocabulary™ in cable correspondence,

All of which is respectfully submitted.

Gustay H., Scawau,
Istpor SrtrAUS,
S. D. Wess,
Groree P. Vieror,
New York, March 27th, 1903. -
Adopted by the Chamber, April 2, 1903.

on Foreign Com-
merce & Reve-
nue Laws,

HoNeroxG GENERAL CHAMBER OF (OMMERCE,
Howaxoxa, 14th May, 1903.

Stir,—Your letter of 7th January last, intimating that my letter to
you of the Sth December, 1902, on the subject of the “ Official Code
Vocabulary ™ would receive early attention, was duly received.

I have now to confirm translation of my wire to you of the 12th
nstant. coded by and sent through the courtesy of the Peninsular and
Oriental 8. N. Co. as follows :—¢ Referring to letter of 5th December
Hongkong Chamber of Commerce support New York Chamber of
(‘ommeree Resolutions 2nd April request you on our behalf forward
protest against Official (fable Code to General Post Office London for
presentation International Telegraph Conference. The next meeting
is fixed for London, 26th May.~—Lowe, Secretary.”

of Committee
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I enclose copy of the resolutions of the New York Chamber referred
to above, though you will doubtless have already received a copy of
these from that body. As this Chamber has recently been in com-
munication with you with the object of obtaining vour support to the
objections to the code, it will now bhe sufficient to state that my Com-
mittee has always been strongly opposed to the compulsory use of this
Official Code on the grounds that great expense and inconveniences will
be entailed on the mercantile community through the necessary amend-
ment of existing codes.

The latest edition of the Official Code, although containing 1,176,100
words, is still incomplete, and they trust that your Chamber will have
seen its way to sympathise with the views of my C‘ommittee by forward-
ing a protest through the British Postal Authorities in order that the
matter may be thoroughly ventilated at the forthcoming C'onference.—I
am, ete.,

A. R. LOWE, Secretary.
The Seeretary, LoNpoN CHAMBER oF (COMMERCE.

Clory oF A TELEGRAM FrROM HonGRoNG DATED May 1271H, 1903.
Referring to my letter of 5th December Hongkong (‘hamber of
Commerce support New York Chamber of Commerce resolutions 2nd
April request you on behalf of us forward protest against official cable
code to General Post Office London for presentation International Tele-
graph Conference. The next meeting is fixed for London 26th May.
—LowE, Secretary.

HoxeKoNG GENERAL (UHAMBER OE (UOMMERCE,
Hoxearoxne 14th May, 1903.
Str,—I am directed to acknowledge the receipt of your letter of
10th ultimo, asking for the support of this Chamber to the resolutions
passed by vour Chamber on 2nd April last with regard to the compul-
sory use of the Official Code Vocabulary.

My Commitee wired to the London Chamber of Commerce on 12th
instant their support to the resolutions above mentioned for transmission
to the British Postal Authoritiex who, I understand, arve represented at
the Meetings of the International Telegraph Conferences.
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In order to place your Committee in touch with the views expressed
from time to time by this Chamber. I must refer you to the Annual
Reports already in vour hands for the vears 1894, 1895, 1896 and 1898,
and copies of the correspondence for 1902 and 1903 now enclosed.—I
am, &c.,

A. R. LOWE, Secretary.

The Secretary, ('namper or Clommrrcer for State of New York, New
York, U.S.A.

Loxpox (‘HAMBER oF (COMMERCE INCORPORATED,

Bororpr Housg, EASTCHEAP,
Loxpox, E. (., 19th June, 1903.

S1r,—I have to acknowledge, with thanks, receipt of your letter of
the 14th May, covering copy of resolutions passed by the New York
Chamber of (‘ommerce relative to the above matter, which, as you
correctly surmise, were brought also to the notice of this and other
British Cthambers of Commerce. T enclose, for the information of your
Chamber, a copy of the letters addressed to. and replies received from,

His Majesty’s Postinaster Geeneral on this matter, from which you will

see that active steps were taken to oppose the proposed compulsory
adoption of the new Official Vocahulary. both by resolution passed at a
special meeting of this Chamber on the 20th April last, and also by
forwarding from time to time protests received from various foreign As-
sociations, whose names are specified in the correspondence sent here-
with. It will also he seen that some time before the opening of the
Conference in London (May 26th) the Postmaster General informed
the various Chambers that he had given instructions to the British Dele-
gates to oppose the compulsory adoption of the Vocabulary.

T trust this information will be satisfactory to vou and remain,
Yours faithfully,

KENRIC B. MURRAY, Secretary.

The Secretary, Hoxarona Grxnran Cnamser oF CoMmercer, Hong- -

kong.
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TaE Loxpox CHAMBER 0F (CoMMERCE (INCORPORATED).
Official Vocabulary of Code Words.  (rrespondence with the
Right Honourable Avstex ¢‘HamerrLais, M.P., His Majesty’s Postmas-
ter General.  April and May, 1903.
25rd April, 1903,

Official Vocalulary of Code Words,

Sir,—Referring to previous correspondence on thix subject which
dates back from 1893, T have now pleasure in enclosing you copy of
resolution passed at a special General Meeting of members of this
Chamber, held on the 20th instant.

I am gratified to observe the replies which you have been in a
position to forward to the Manchester and Birmingham Chambers of
Commereé on this matter.—I am, &e.,

Kenric B. MorrAY, Secretary.
The Right Honourable Austen (‘hamberlain, w.p., H. M.s Postmaster
Greneral.

That this meeting of Merchants who are largely interested in cables
to various parts of the world, urgently requests the Postmaster Geeneral to
decline on hehalf of His Majesty’s Government to accept the compulsory
adoption of the proposed Official Vocabulary of Code Words. That
His Majesty's Government be urged to decline to acquiesce in any other
than a -permissive use of the present Vocabulary, and that if its official
adoption be pressed by other Governments which do not possess cables
and telegraphic linex to the same extent as those in the hands of the
British Government and Companies, His Majesty’s Government be urged
to withdraw (as far as this matter is concerned) from the International

Telegraphic Union.

24th April, 1903,
Dear Sir,—I am desired by Mr. AvsteEN ('HAMBERLAIN to acknow-
ledge the receipt of your letter of the 23rd instant on the subject of the
Official Voeabulary of Code Words,  The Resolution, of which you
enclose o copy, was no doubt passed before the members of the London
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Chamber of Commerce had seen the Postmaster General’s answer to the
Birmingham Chamber of Commerce, in which he stated that he had
given instructions to the British Delegates at the International Telegraph
Conference to oppose the compulsory adeption of the Vocabulary re-
cently publizhed by the International Bureau of Telegraph- Administra-
tions at Berne.—Yours faithfully,

A. R. Kipxeg.
Kenric B. Murray, Esq.

London Chamber of C‘ommerce,
11th May, 1903.
Official Vocabmlary of Code Words.

Sir,—In confirmation of my recent communication with you, and
of the correspondence which has passed between this Chamber and your
Department since 1889 on this subject, I now enclose for your inform-
ation :— x

(a.) Copy ol a report of a recent meeting of the Havre
Chamber of Commerce.

(i) A Petition from Commercial Firms, Shipowners, and
Merchants of various Nationalities in Lishon; and

(¢.) A similar Petition from Antwerp Houges,

These documents are all in favour of the Telegraphic Conference
withdrawing the demand for the compulzory adoption of the new Official
Yocabulary.

I thought, in view of the decision which your Department has
arrived at, to oppose the compulsory adoption of the Vocabulary, this
indication of similar views by other countries as well as our own, might
be of use to the British representatives in dealing with this question at
the official meeting.—1 am, &e.,

.

Kexric B. Murray, Secretary.
The Rt. Hon. Austen Chamberlain, a.p., H. M.’s Postmaster General.

(reneral Post Office, London,
12th May, 1903.
Sir,—I am dirceted by the Postmaster General to acknowledge
the receipt of your letter of the 11th instant, enclosing certain documents
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embodying protests from Commercial bodies in Havre. Lishon and
Antwerp against the compulzory adoption ol the Official Vocabulary for
Code Telegrams=: and I am to thank vou for bringing these docnments
under the Postmaster General’s notice.——1 am. &e..

h Jo O Lantss,
The Sceretary. London Chamber of Commeree,

London Chamber of Commeree,
16th May. 1903.

Sir— Referring to my letter of 11th current, and to previous
correspondence on this subject, T now have pleazure in enclosing a further
letter from Germany to the same effect as the Memorials previously
forwarded from Hongkong, France, Belginm, Spain and Portugal.

It has been further announced that a similar protest is being
organized in Valparaizo,

You will also have received, direet, a protest from the New York
Chamber of Commerce, and although. perhaps the United States of
America are not telegraphically parties to the Convention, their protest
must carry an equal amount of weight to those of the other largest
customers  of Cable Companies.  Apparently the opposition of the
Mercantile community is as general and widespread now ax at the time
thix Chamber first took the matter up in 1889, when the Chambers of
Commerce and Commercial Azsociations of the whole of Europe res-
ponded to its appeal to oppose the compulsory adoption of the Vocalul-
ary.

From all the statements which reach me on behalf of the Postal
Committee of this Chamber, which, as vou are aware, has this matter in
hand, my Committee is disposed to think, that the Telegraphic adminis-
trations of the various Powers would be mueh wiser not to attempt at
any time the compulsory adoption of <uch a Vocabulary, but to leave it
to the gradual action of the Telegraphic Code Compilers, who are yearly
revising the various private codes, and whose natural tendency is to
adopt the most suitable words from the vocalndary,  This would there-
fore come into operation by the process of selection, which would be
distinetly preferable to its arbitrary enforcement within any stated
period.



At the present moment too, there is a very strong argument against
the compulsory adoption of the new code in the extraordinary statement
made by a representative of one of the Telégmph (‘ompanies, that the
proposal to adopt the Vecabulary emanates from the Cable Companies
themselves in order to increase their return to their Shareholders. This
of course amounts to an admission that the Vocabulary is a deliberate
attempt to force a higher rate of expenditure upon those who use cables
by restricting the number of words and signs at their digposal. There
is little doubt that, if the commercial community become generally
acquainted with this fact, no stronger argument for the abolition of
private ownership of cables could be advanced.

T am instrueted to ask that the representatives of the British Post
Office will be good enough to bring forward these, amongst other,
arguments at the Conference, and T am also desired to express the hope
that it may be possible for your Department to submit this letter to the
Conference, and to publish it in the proceedings.—T am, &e.,

Kexrie B, Munrray, Seeretary.
The Rt Hono Ansten Chamberlain, M.P.. Hiz Majesty's Postmaster
Gieneral.

Greneral Post Offee, London,
23rd May, 1903.

Sir,—I am directed by the Postmaster General to acknowledge
the receipt of vour letter of the 16th instant. with its enclosures, on
the subject of the compulzory wdoption of the Official Vocabulary for
C'ode Telegrams : and T am to inform vou that the views of the London
Chamber of Commerce will be brought before the forthcoming Tele-
graph Conference.—I am, &e.,

J. (L Lame,

The Secretary, London Chamber of Commerce.

London Chamber of Comierce,
25th May, 1903,
Sir,— Wit furthur reference to my letler of the 1lth instant, T
have now pleasure in sending you Petitions from Ttaly and Holland.
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These Petitions include the names of some of the largest merchants
in the respective Cities mentioned.

I shall be glad if you will kindly bring this to the notice of the
(‘onference with other Petitions a= indicating that other Countries than
England, and merchants of other nationalities raise objections to the
compulsory adoption of the Voecabulary.—I am, &e.,

‘ Kexrie B, Munray, Seeretary.
The Rt. Hon. Austen Chamberlain, a.p., His Majesty’s Postmaster

Greneral.

The Chairman said it would have been noted that Reuter's telegram
of the 18th ultimo stated that the International Conference had com-
pletely revised the rules relating to codes; also from Ist July, 1904,
any combination of 5 letters would be accepted as a word : and it was
satisfactory to know that the Official Vocabulary Scheme had at last
heen cancelled.  What the new rules consisted of would be known
locally in the course of a mail or two.

E

The Currency Question.
Trexrsiy (GENERAL CHAMBER OF ('OMMERCE,
Timxrsin 25th May, 1903.
Durar Str,—The Commitiee of this Chamber is considering the
drafting of a Memorial to the Diplomatic Body in Peking on the subject
of the instability of exchange and its disastrous effects on the trade of
the country.

The Committee have good grounds for believing that the Chinese
Government is taking action, and it i of opinion that some assistance
may be rendered to the Government, and greater prominence given to
the imperative necessity of a vemedy being Tound, by a joint Memorial
from the Chambers of Commerce of Hongkong, Shanghai and Tientsin.
The Committee of the Chamber are therefore desirous of knowing
whether you have addressed, or propose to address, 1 Memorial to Peking
on the subjeet, and T am instructed (o say that my Commitiee would
have great pleasure in subseribing to a Joint Memorial.
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The C'ommittee would be glad of a prompt reply as the matter is of
pressing import.—I am, &e.,

A. F. ALGIE, Seeretary.
The Becretary, HoNaxoNg Guyeran Cusuprr or Cosspres, Hoag-
kong.

Hoxgroxe Gryvenar Crassek or COMMERCE,
Howaxoxg, 12th June, 1903.

Sir,—1 am directed to acknowledge the receipt of your letter of
the 25th ultimo, stating that vour Committee were considering the
drafting of a Memorial to the Diplomatic Body in Peking on the subject
of the 1ustabl]1t§ of exchange and its disastrous effects on the trade of
the country and inquiring whether this Chamber had addressed, or
proposed to address, o Memorial of this natare to Peking, in which case
your Chamber would be Inclined to subseribe to it ~110u]d the Shanghai
Chamber also join in the movement.

My Committee have discussed the proposition made to them hy
your Chamber, and they instruet me to inform vou of their wish to assist
the Chinese Government in any way that is possible with the object of
putting an end to the instability of exchange. They consider, however,
that it would be difieult for thix Chamber to subscribe to a joint
Memorial with the Chambers of Shanghai and Tientsin as it would
probably be necessary for the Committees concerned to very fully discuss
the terms of the actual Memorial.

The Committee of this Chamber are of opinion that the first step
towards a solution of thix complicated question is the establishment of a
uniform national curreney as provided for in Article 11 of the British
Commercial Treaty of Shanghai of 1902, and it appears therefore that
their efforts shoul(.l, in the first place, he directed to attaining this end,
as until reform in this direction has been carried out it will not be
possible, in their opinion, to satislactorily deal with the question of
stability of exchange in (‘hina. ;

T am also to add that the Committee appreciate your desire for joint
action in such an important matter, and regret to find themselves unable
at present to deal with the matter in question in the way vou suggest.

They will however be glad if yvour Committee can see their way to
furnish this Chamber with a dr dtt of the l)lopo-ed Memorial as soon as
possible.—I have, &c.,

A. BR. LOWE, Secretary.

The Secretary, CHAMBER or (‘ommuncr, Tientsin.

SHANGHAT GENERAL (‘'HAMBER OF ('OMMERCE,
RHANGHAL 25th July, 1903.

DrAR Sir,—Tt has heen suggested that in order to give greater
prominence to the imperative necessity of a remedy being found, if
possible, for the present unsatisfactory state of China’s Currency, and
in order to render some assistance to the Chinese Government in bring-
ing this about, a joint Memorial from the Chambers of Commerce of
Shanghai, Hongkong and Tientsin, be addressed to the Ministers in
Peking, urging on the Chinese Government the desirability of making
preparations for the introduction of a National Coinage.

With the object of securing vour valuable co-operation I am ins-
tructed by the Clommittee of this Chamber to forward for your approval,
the accompanying draft, and to ask for the favour of a reply at your
early convenience.

In drawing up this Memorial, the Committee have thought it pru-
dent to confine its scope to the emphasising of the need of a National
{oinage, which they helieve will be admitted to be a necessary prelimi-
nary step to any legislation for the ultimate establishennt of a curreney
on a Gold hasis.

By the avoidance of all questions of a controversial nature, and by
basing their claim to have the coinage question dealt with on the pro-
visions of the recent Treaty with Great Britain, it is hoped that the
Memorial may be accepted by the other signatories.—I am, &e.,

LESLIE J. CUBITT, Secretary.
The chretnry, Howeroxa ({ENERAL ('HAMBER oF ComMERCE, Hong-
kong.
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Hoxarosea (fENERAL CHAMBER oF ('OMMERCE,
Hoxaxroxa, 14th July, 1903,

Sir,—I am directed to acknowledge the receipt of your letter of

the 25th ultimo, drawing the attention of this Chamber to the need of

reform in C‘hina’s eurreney arrangements, and suggesting that a joint

Memorial should be addresszed to the Diplomatic Body at Peking by the

Chambers of Commerce of Tientsin, Shanghai and Hongkong, urging

the importance of this quextion and the desirability of immediate pre-

parations being made Dy the Chinese Government for the introduction
of a national coinage,

A proposal of thix nature has recently heen made, as you are no
doubt aware, by the Tientsin Chamber, and the Committee of this
(‘hamber intimated to that body in a letter dated 12th June last, a copy
of which iz enclosed, that they had every wish to co-operate in any way
that is possible with the object of putting an end to the instability of
exchange, and the opinion was expressed that the first step towards a
solution of this complicated question would he to urge the establishment
of a uniform national currency as provided for in Article 2 of the
British Commercinl Treaty of Shanghai of 1902. Up to the time of
writing, however, my Committee have not any information as to whe-
ther the Tientsin Chamber is willing to confine the Memorial it had in
view to the suggestion made by this Chamber,

My Committee have noted with pleasure that their conception of
the hest eourse to Lollow in dealing with this question is shared by your
(‘hamber, and T am divected to state that thix Chamber would be pre-
pared to join with yours and that of Tientsin in signing a petition
addressed to the Doyen of the Diplomatic Corps at Peking in terms of
the draft submitted to you.—I am, &e..

. . A. R. LOWE, Sccretary.
The Secretary. (‘HAMBER 0F ('OMMERCE, Shanghai.

Hoxarong (GENERAL (‘HAMBER oF COMMERCE,

Hoxexkoxe, 30th July, 1903,
Sir,—With reference to vour letter of the 23rd March last (No.
1797/03) stating that a copy of the Regolution on the Currency question,
which was passed by the Members of this Chamber at a special General
Mecting on the 18th February last, would be forwarded to the Secretary
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of State for the Colonies. T would beg to remind you that it ix now five
months since the feeling of the Members of this Chamber on this im-
portant question was first communicated to you for the information of
His Excellency the Governor.

Inquiries have recently been made by Members desiving to know
what action (if any) the Government have decided to take in this
matter, and T am therefore instructed by my Committee to inquire
whether His Excellency has received an answer to his representations
to the Home Authorities, and, if not, whether vou can =tate when such
answer is likely to be received.—I have, &e.,

A, R. LOWE, Seercotary.
Honourable I, H. May, cana., (olonial Recretary.

C'OLONIAT, SECRETARY'S OFFICE,
Hoxaroxa, 31st July, 1903,

Sir,—I am directed to inform you in reply to vour letter of yester-

day’s date that no answer has yet been reecived from the Secretary of

State with regard to the Currency question, nor i it possible to state

when sueh answer may be expected.  Hix Excellency the Governor's

despatch to the Seeretary of State, to which an answer is now awaited.
was dated April 2nd laust.—T1 have. &e..

F. H. MAY, Colonial Secretary,
The Secretary, GENeraL (‘Hamper or (‘osnrierer, Hongkong.

('HAMBER oF (COMMERCE,

Sixaarore, st July, 1903,
Str,-—I am instructed by the Committee to send you, for the inform-
ation of your Chamber, copy of the following Resolution which was
passed at a meeting of Committee of the Chamber held on 29th June : —

“This Committee being satisfied that there is an abundant supply
“of (foin within the Colony and the Federated Malay States for all
“probable requirements, and fearing that the continued importation of
“Mexican dollars will retard the Government Scheme for the establish-
“ment of a Gold Standard, as well as aggravate the difficaltiex of the
“situation when demonetization takes place, urges the Government to
“forthwith prohibit the importation of Mexican dollars.”



The Resolution haz heen duly communicated to the Government.—
Yours faithfully,

ALEX. J. GUNN, Secretary.

The Secretary, HoNGroNG (GENERAL CHAMBER OF (OMMERCE, Hong-
kong.

Hoxarona GeNeran (CHAMBER or ('OMMERCE,
Hoxuroxe, 19th August, 1903.

Sir,—I am directed to acknowledge the receipt of vour letter of
the 1st ultimo, advising this Chamber of the resolution recently forwarded
to vour Government on the subject of the further importation of Mexican
dollars into the Straits Settlements, and to express the thanks of my
Committee for your courtesy in furnishing them with this information.

In view of the great interest taken by vour Committee in the
Corrency question generally and particularly as it affects those countries
having commercial transactions with your Colony, I am instructed to
forward to you, for your information only, copies of the recent corres-
pondence relating to a joint Memorial from the Chambers of Commerce
of Shanghai, Tientsin and Hongkong to be addressed to the Diplomatie

Body at Peking on the subject of the institution of a uniform (oinage
in China.—T am, &e..

A. R. LOWE, Sceretary.
The Recretary, ('naMBER OF (' OMMERCE, Singapore.

TiexTsiy GENERAL ('HAMBER oOF ('OMMERCE,
Texrsiv, 15th July, 1903,

Str.—T am directed to acknowledge receipt of your letter of 12th
ultimo replying to this Chamber’s suggestion that a joint Memorial be
presented to the Diplomatic Body in Peking on the Cur rency question.

Your letter has been read with interest, and my Committee instruct
me to reply that they are qmte in accord with vour views that the
establishment of a national coinage, as provided for in Article 11 of the
British Commercial Treaty of 1902, chould be strenuously advocated,

In response to our suggestion the Shanghai Chamber have drafted

a Memorial, of which doubtless you have recived a copy.  The Shang-
hai Committee have confined themselves to ('ill[lh'l‘-l‘-lll"' the need of a

national coinage, and my Committee ave quite prepaved to subseribe to
a joint Memorial in the terms of the one submitted to it. 1 have,
however, been instructed to point out to Shanghai that my Committee
are of opinion that for a National coinage to he effective, the rovineial
mints must be closed, and that Article 11 of the British Commercial

Treaty only 5ays i—

“('hina agrees to take the necessary steps to provide for a uniform
national coinage which shall be legal tender in payment of all duties.”
My Committee, therefore, suggest that the clanse in the Memorial

referring to this Article be slightly amended.—T have, &e.,

A. F. ALGIE, Secrctary.
The Seeretary, Hoxugoxe GeExeral Cuamser oe Codvercn, Hong-
kong.

NHANGHAL GENERAL CHAMBER 01 COMMERCE,
SaNeual, 6th August, 1903,

Memorial to Peling ve Currency.
Duar Sm,—-I have to acknowledge vour letter of 14th ultimao, from
which my Committee note with pleasure that vou ave in agreement with
them as to the manner in which this subject shounld be approached.

Sinee the receipt of your letter under veply, T have heard from the
Tientsin Chamber in whose letter they state their willingness to co-operate
with Hongkong and Shanghai, merely asking for a slight amendment of
the third paragraph of the Memorial which has been agreed to by my
Committee.

As the alteration does not involve any change of principle. T am
instructed to merely call your attention to it and to forward herewith the
Memorial for your signature.—Yours faithfully,

LESLIE J. CUBITIL, Seerotary.

The Secrctary, Hoxcross Geversl Cnayser or Comyercr, Hong-
kong.
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Hoxaroxg GENERAL (CHAMBER oF COMMERCE,
Hoxaxoxa, 15th August, 1903.

Dear Sir.—I have to acknowledge the receipt of your letter of the
6th instant, enclosing the Memorial to the Diplomatic Body in Peking
on the subject of the Currency of China.  The Tientsin Chamber have
already advized my Committee of the proposed alteration to the original
draft regarding the closing of the Provineial Mints to which you refer,
and I encloge copy of the telegrams which passed between this Chamber
and vours on the 13th instant.

The Committee of this Chamber are agreed that, in order to
satisfactorily carry out the establishment of a uniform national coinage
in China, the minting of the (oins must be under the control of one
authority, but, as the Empire covers so great an extent and in the event
of only one mint being maintained, which would in all probability be
situated in or near the Northern Capital, they consider South China
would be placed at a disadvantage owing to the time, trouble and cost
entailed in the transference of the crude and coined precious metals. It
appears to them that the present Provineial Mints, possessing as they do
nearly all the necessary requirements in the shape of huildings, machinery
and trained employees, might be continued (or at least some of them)
with advantage if taken over by the Tmperial Government and placed
under one control =0 ax to insure wniformity in the coinage. In so
readily agreeing to the substitution of the word “absorption” instead of
“closing™ in the Memorial my Committee are pleased to find that you
are apparently in agreement with them on this point.

T am directed to draw your attention to what appears to my (‘om-
mittee the advisability of sending a copy of the Memorial to each
Member of the Diplomatic Body at Peking whenever the Doyen of
that Body ix addressed as in this instance. In this way the question at
issue is at once brought to the direct notice of each representative of the
varipus powers and the chance of obtaining a Minister’s favourable
consideration, even when the subject ix one in which he or his nation is
not directly interested in, is more probable. My Committee will there-
fore be pleased to learn that your Chamber will fall in with this
suggestion on the present occasion. —I am, &e.,

A. R. LOWE, Sccretary.

Lesp J. Cesrer, Exq., Seeretary, Gusiran (HAMBeR oF (‘OMMERCE,

Shanghai, &e.
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TRANSLATION OF TELEGRAMS TRANSMITTED BY THE CHAM-
BERS OF COoMMERCE oF HONGKONG AND SHANGHAI
ox tHE 13th Avcrsr, 1903.

From Hongkong :—
“May we substitute “absorption” instead of “closing™ in
Menorial to Peking.”

From Shanghai :— ’
“In reply to your enquiry— Yes.”

Hoxcroxe Gexpran CuaMper oF ('OMMERCE,
Hoxcxoxa, 21st August, 1903.

Sir,—I am directed to acknowledge the receipt of your letter of
the 15th ultimo, intimating that your C‘ommittee had signified their will-
ingness to subscribe to the joint Memorial to the Diplomatic Body at
Peking on the subject of a uniform National (vinage for China and
drawing attention to your Committee’s suggestion to the Shanghai
Chamber that the clause in the draft Memorial drawn up by that Chan-
ber referving to Article 11 of the Britizh Commercial Treaty of Shanghai
1902 should be amended in orded to urge the importance of closing the
Provincial Mints =0 as to render the proposed national coinage an

effective one.

My C(ommittee gave this matter their consideration and whilst
admitting that the suggestion made by your (‘hamber would have the
effect you anticipate, they believe that the absorption of the Provincial
Mints by the Tmperial Government would bring about the same result.
The chief reason which influenced the Committee of this Chamber in
arriving at this decision was that in the event of only one Mint being
maintained, which would in all probability be situated in or near the
Northern Capital, they consider South China would be placed at a
disadvantage, owing to the time, trouble and cost entailed in the trans-
ference of the erude and coined precious metals. Tt appears to them
that the Provineial Mints, or some of them, possessing us they do nearly
all the necessary requirements in the shape of buildings, machinery and
trained employees, might be continued (or at least some of them) with
advantage if taken over by the Imperial Government and placed under
one control so as to insure uniformity in the Coinage.
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"!‘I' The Shanghai Chamber gave their consent to the slight alteration T p [ ' A
I\” made necessary in the wording of the Memorial in order to express the , TEXTSIN. GENERAL CHAMBER OF ('OMMERCE,
1l S L e o S Tiry T PR . L)
(M1 views held by thiz Chamber on that particular point and the actual : Pimxesiy, 15th September, 1903,
i "
i

\‘ Memorial was returned to them duly signed on the 15th instant. 1 Sir,—1I am directed to acknowledge receipt of your letter of 21st
‘ ultimo, and now beg to inform you that the joint Memorial has been
safely received from Shanghai, and, after being approved by my Com-
mittee, has been duly signed and forwarded through the proper channels
A, R LOWE, Seerctary. , to the Doyen of the Diplomatic C‘orps at Peking.

The Secretary, Caamser or C'oayerce, Tientsin, ‘

in accepting the amendment as it now stands—I am, &e., 3

I am instructed to say that my Committee saw no reason to disagree

, with the slight alteration made by vour Committee to the endmen
SHANGHAT GENERAL (‘HAMBER 0 (OMMERCH, & : AR ame t

I am to express the hope that vour Committee will have no difficulty

;” ?l SuaNemaL, 2nd September, 1903, 5j which was suggested by this (hamber,

.-l Dear Sim—1T1 have to thank you for your letter of 1:")th' Augus.‘; . ’Uopics of the Memorial have been sent to all the Ministers in
| IH ” ; returm!ng the Gold Currency Memorial duly signed by the Chairman of . Peking.—I am, &e.,

Il | your Chamber. A. I'. ALGIE, Sceretary.,
A The Memorial has now been forwarded to the Tientsin Chamber for A The Secretary, GENERAL C'mayner or C'oMMErcr, Hongkong.

l signature, and acting on your Committee’s snggestion copies of the
l Memorial have been sent, at the =ame time, with a request to the

' ‘H Secretary to Furnish cach of the Foreign Ministers with a copy.—1I am, 1 Hoxaroxa Gespran CHAMBER oF ('OMMERCE,
| : ,
hi &e., — Hoxarone, 29th September, 1903.
LESLIE J. CUBITYT, Sceretary. ' y . ;
L . i ' % S1R,—I am in receipt of your letter of the 15th instant i ing
The Sceretary, Hovukont GENERAL CHAMBER oF ('CMMERCE. . Wi o : l b _ ‘5th instant ;}1formmg
) this Chamber that the joint Memorial from the Chambers of Commerce

of Shanghai, Tientsin and Hongkong referring to the currency of (hina

! s A i b : : ;
CHAMBER OF COMMERCE, had been sent to the Members of the Diplomatic Body at Peking and,

{ : SINGAPORE, 12th September, 1903, .
\

The Secretary, GrNBRAL CHAMBER OF CoMMERCE, Tientsin.

17
‘ 'I L | in order that a record may be published in the Annual Report of this
I B | Drar S,—1 have to acknowledge the receipt in due course of | B Chamber, I am instructed to ask you to be good enough to furnish me
‘ I: . vour letter of 19th ultimo forwarding copies of recent correspondence : with a copy (showing the signatures), together with a list of those per-
| relating to a joint Memorial from the Chambers of Commerce of Shang- sons to whom it was addressed.—I have, &e..
' i »I ‘ hai, Tientsin and Hongkong addressed to the Diplomatie Body at Peking ]
I | {1“ ‘ on the subject of the institution of a unitorm National Coinage in ('hina. A. R. LOWE, Secretary.
| | -
Al

you have thus afforded this Chamber, T am desired to add that they will
be much interested to learn of any further steps that may be takenin that
direction, and of the result of the representation by the United Cham-
bers.—Yours faithfully,

C'OLONIAL SECRETARY's OFFICE, |
‘ Hoxcroxa 29th September, 1903, '
ALEX. GUNN, Scerctavy, ' Sir,—With reference to vour letter of the 30th July and my reply e
of the following day on the subject of the Currency question, T am
directed to inform you that u despateh, of which I enclose a copy, has
now heen received from the Secretary of State for the C'olonies, His

A. R, Lowe, Esq. Sceretary, Hovagong Gesenan Cluamser or Cod-
ameree, Hongkong, :

|
2. In expressing the thanks of my Committee for the information
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Excellency the Governor has directed that the ecorrespondence he printed
and laid upon the table of Legislative Council.—I have, &e.,

. H. MAY, Colonial Secretary.
The Secretary, CnaMser or (Commerce, Hongkong.

Downing Street, No. 305.
22nd August, 1903.
Sir,—I have the honour to acknowledge the receipt of your despatch
No. 174 of the 2nd April. with its enclosures, on the subject of the
currency in Hongkong.

I regret that T have not returned an carlier reply to your despatch,
which has, however, been receiving my careful attention. I transmit
to you herewith a copy of resolutions agreed to at a recent conference
between Delegations from the United States, Cthina and Mexico and
Representatives of this country regarding the monetary systems of silver-
using countries and the establishment of a national currency in the
Chinese Empire, together with a copy of a Message from the President
of the United States which led up to the Conference. The Delegations
are now discussing the silver question with Representatives of different
Governments in Europe.

It does not appear expedient to discuss further at the present stage
the possibility of establishing a gold standard in Hongkong, the
difficulties of which are clearly stated in your despatch. It appears to
me to be out of the question to entertain the idea of adopting a gold
standard of currency for the Colony while China remains a silver stand-
ard country, and T do not, therefore, consider that it would be expedient
to appoint a (‘ommission to enquire into the subject.—I have, &c.,

4 J. ('HAMBERLAIN.
Governor Siv Henry A. Blake, ¢.oM.6.,
& &y ge.

('ONFERENCE BETWEEN DELEGATIONS FROM THE UNITED STATES,
CHINA AND MEXICO, AND RNPRESENTATIVES 0F GREAT BrIraix,

Points regarding monetary systems for silver-using countries on
which the Conference unanimously agree ;:—

¢33}
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1. That the adoption in silver-using countries of the gold standard
on the basis of a silver coin of unlimited legal tender, but with a fixed
gold value, would greatly promote the development of those countries
and stimulate the trade hetween those countries and countries already
possessing the gold standard, besides enlarging the investment opportu-
nities of the world.

2. That a national curvency for the Chinese Empire, consisting of
silver coins which shall be full legal tender throughout the Empire, is
urgently desirable,

As soon as practicable, steps should be taken for the establishment
in China of a fixed relation hetween the silver unit and gold.

3. That approximate uniformity in the coinage ratio between gold
and the silver coins of sach countries as may hereafter adopt a gold
standard is desirable.

4. That, if there are no further serious changes in the price of
silver bullion, it is desirable that the coinage ratio between gold and the
silver coins of those silver-using countries which may hereafter adopt a
gold standard should be fixed at about 32 to 1. 5.

That fluctuations in the price of silver bullion would, to some
extent, be prevented by reasonable regularity in the purchase of silver
required by each Government for actual coinage purposes, and that such
regularity is desirable, and might be adopted, as far as possible, in each
country, subject to its monetary policy and convenience.

(freat Britain :
Jas. L. Macgav.
EwrN CAMERON.
RoperT CCHALMERS.

W. Braix.
GEORGE W. JomxsoN.
China :

HALLIDAY MACARTNEY.
Ivax CHEN.

United States :
H. H. HaxNa.
(‘HARLES A. Clowant,
Juremian W. JExNEKs,
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Mewico:
Exrique (. CREEL. -
Lurs C'amMacno.
Epo. MEADE.
Epwarp Brusa.
TreaNTCAT, COUNSELLOR,

Loxpox, 18 June, 1903,

TrexTsiN GENERAL CHAMBER oF ((OMMRERCE,
] Trewtstw, 9th October, 1903,

Sir,— L am in veceipt of your letter of 29th ultimo, and as requested
therein I beg to hand you her ewith a copy of the recent joint C‘urrency
Memorial, \vhwli I presume is what vou desire though the wording of
vour letter leaves me in zome doubt. 1 also attach, as requested, a list
of the Ministers, ete,, to whom copies of the Memorial were sent.—
I have, &e.,

A. F. ALGIE, Secretary.
The Secretary., GENERAL CHAMBER oF CoMMERCE. Hongkong,

To His Excruuexey F. H. Conerr, MINstER ron vAw
Unrrep Stares o AMERICA, aND Dovex or
HE Dirtomaric (‘ores, PERING.
Shanghai, 6th August, 1903.

Sir,—We, the undersigned Chambers of Commerce of Shanghai,
Hongkong, and Tientsin, respectfully beg to hring to vour notice the
serious disabilities under which thi= Country labours by reason of the
violent fluctuations in the gold value of silver, and the presing need
thereby occasioned for the prompt introduction of remedial measures.

In approaching this subjeet we are fully aware of the difficulties
with which it is surrounded. but while in no way seeking to minimise
these difficulties we venture to think that it the Treaty Powers shew
their desire to render to China their sympathetic assistance, she may e
encouraged to take the initiative in endeavouring to extricate the
country from the financial confusion into which it has drifted and to
avert the ruin which further inaction seems to threaten.

(%)
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Under Clause II of the Treaty recently concluded with Great
Britain, China agrees to take the necessary steps to provide for an
uniform National (‘oinage, and it is in the Fulfilment of this Clause of
the Treaty (which to he effective must include the absorption of the
Provineial Mints) that we recognise the preliminary step to the much
needed reforms.

It is hardly necessary to point out how essential it is to the Powers
carrying on trade with China—and no less to China herself that this
question of an uniform coinage, as a preliminary step to the establish-
ment of a currency on a Gold basis, be taken in hand at onece, nor, on
the other hand. to demonstrate the dangers attendant on delay. It is
only too well known by Traders that the constant fluctuation of silver,
converting as it may, a profitable contract into an ultimate loss, engenders
a feeling of insecurity in all commercial transactions which cannot fail
to hinder the expansgion of trade.

Moved by these considerations and feeling confident that whatever
measures may subsequently be found to be desirable or feasible, the first
step is the establishment of a National Coinage, as provided for by
Treaty, we respectfully beg that the Representatives of the Treaty
Powers in Peking lose no opportunity of urging upon the (‘hinese
Government the imperative necessity of taking this matter in hand
without delay.—We have, &e.,

R. INGLIS, Chairman, Shanghai General Chamber of Comumerce.
EDBERT A. HEWETT, Chairman, Hongkong General ('hamber

of Commerce.

J. M. DICKINSON, Chairman, Tientsin General Chamber of
(ommerce,

Names of Ministers, §c., in Peking to whom Copies of the
1 Curvency Memorial were sent.

Mons. 0’ ALyEina, Chargé d’Affaires for Portugal.
His Excellency P. Lussar, H. I. R. M.’s Envoy Extraordinary
and Minister Plenipotentiary.

His Excellency Ucnma Yasuva, H. L J. M.’s Envoy Extra-
ordinary and Minister Plenipotentiary.
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Hix Excellency Count G. GaLuiNa, H. I. L. M.s Envoy Extra-
ordinary and Minister Plenipotentiary.

Hix Excellency Sir Exngst Sarow. ¢.cone.,, H. B. M.’s Envoy
Extraordinary and Minister Plenipotentiary.

His Excellency Dr. Vox Scawarzensteix, H. [ G. M.s Envoy
Eixtraordinary and Minister Plenipotentiary.

Hix Excellency G. Dusaw, Envoy Extraovdinary and Min-
ister Plenipotentiary for France.

His Excellency Baron (‘zikaxx pe WanLror, His Impl. and
Apostolic Majesty’s Envoy Extraordinary and Minister
Plenipotentiary.

His Excellency M. Joosrexs, Envoy Extraordinary and Min-
ister Plenipotentiary for Belgium.

Mons. W. J. Ovpexpyk. (hargé d’Affaires for the Nether-

lands.

His Excellency B. J. de Conocay, Envoy Extraordinary and
Minister Plenipotentiary for Spain.

TIENTSIN (FENERAL ('HAMBER 0F (JOMMERCE,
Trinrsin, 14th October, 1903,

Sir,—1 have the honour to enclose :—

(a.) Copy of a letter from the Senior Consul at Tientsin under
date, Tientsin, 13th October.

(b.) Copy of a letter from the Doyen of the Diplomatic Corps
under date. Peking, 8th October.

(e.) Copy of my reply to the Senior Consul at Tientsin.

The despatch of the Doyen at Peking although it adds nothing to
our knowledge of what progress is contemplated by the Imperial Gov-
ernment ix, at any rate, satisfactory as giving expression to sympathy
with the views held by the Chambers,—I am, &e..

J. M. DICKINSON, Chairman.

To the Chairman, CHAMBER 01 ComMERCE, Hongkong,

H. B. M.’s Consulate General,
Tientsin, 13th October, 1903.

Sir,—With reference to your letter of the 10th September inclos-

ing a communication from the Chambers of Commerce of Shanghai.

Hongkong and Tientsin, for transmission to the Doyen of the Diploma-

tic Body at Peking, which document T duly forwarded to its destination

on the 11th September, T beg now to inclose a copy of the reply received

yesterday from Baron (zikaxy, the present Doyen, to your letter.  May

T ask you to communicate the same to the Shanghai and Hongkong
('hambers in due eowrse.—I am, &ec.,

L. (. Horgins, Consul General.
J. M. Dickinson, Esq. Chairman. Tientsin General Chamber of
Commerce.

Austrian-Hungarian Legation in China,
Peking, 3th October, 1903.

Sir,—I have heen honoured by you with a Petition of the Cham-
bers of Commerce of Tientsin, Shanghai and Hongkong, by which these
bodies have expressed their desire to see w uniform coinage adopted in
China.

The Diplomatic Body is highly interested with a question of this
pature and greatly appreciate the efforts and zeal of the Chambers of
(‘pimeree.

I shall feel obliged if you will communicate this reply to the Chair-
men of the said three Chambers.—1 have, &e.,

M. Czikaxy,
The Senior Consul, Tientsin.

Tientsin General Chamber of Commeree,
Tientsin, 14th October, 1903.

Sir,—I have the honour to acknowledge receipt of your letter
under yesterday’s date enclosing a copy of a communication addressed
to yourself as Doyen of the Consular Corps at Tientsin by Baron (‘Z1KANN,
the present Doyen of the Diplomatic Corps, and having reference to a
letter under date of the 10th ultimo, addressed to that Body by the

(hambers of Commerce at Hongkong. Shanghai and Tientsin.
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In aceordance with your wishes I will communicate this reply to
the Chambers concerned.—I am, &e.,
J. M. Dickinsox, Chairman.

L. €. Hopkins, Esq., H. B. M.’s Consul General and Senior Consul,
Tientsin. :

I
The Crown Agents and Contracts with Private Firms.

Tur (‘EYLOX ('HAMBER OF ('OMMERCE.
(‘oroaso, 2nd April, 1903.

Dear Sik,—T am directed by my Connnittee to solicit information
from your Chamber on the above subject, which has given rise to con-
siderable discussion amongst our Mercantile Community during the last
18 months.

The local importers maintain that Government should do their
utmost to encourage local trade by placing their orders with Colombo
Firms for materials required for the construetion of public works, in
preference to indenting for all supplies upon the Crown Agents, and it
is asserted that such a policy (namely the throwing of the business open
to competition) would prove more economical to Government and also
that the Merchants who are themselves taxpayers have a fair claim to be
allowed to tender for the supply of goods towards whose purchase they
themselves contribute. There is another section consisting of local
building contractors who strongly protest against thie present system
which obtmna in regard to the construction of public buildings and
other works. These are nearly all executed by the Public “011\5 De-
partment in co-operation with the Government Factor y. It is argued
that were Government to consent to place building contracts with pri-

vate firms by tender, far greater expedition and economy would be
secured, and local industries greatly fostered. My Committee are
somewhat in sympathy with the above arguments, but are not confident
that & movement assailing the *('rown Agents” system, the Public
Works Department and the Government Factory would have a success-
ful issue.
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I am directed to enquire whether you are able to give us any inform-
ation regavding the working of the < (rown Agents” system and the
Puablic Works Department in your Colony in relation to the intevests of
vour local Merchants and ‘or Contractors.

Thanking you in anticipation,—I am, &e.,

FRED. W. WALDOCK, Secretary.
The Secretary, Honarona (mamser ofF Comverce, Hongkong.

Hoxgroxe GENERAL (CHAMBER oF (COMMERCE,
HoxcroNg, 24th July, 1903,

DEAR Sir,—I am directed to acknowledge the receipt of your letter
of the 2nd April last soliciting information as to the working of the
“(rown Agents” System and the Public Works Department in this
(folony in relation to the interest of local Merchants and Contractors.

As local conditions vary so much in different Crown Colonies, my
Committee feel they are hardly in a position to reply in detail to all the
points raised in your letter under reply.

You will gather from the enclosed report, No. 13,1902 dated 29th
March, 1902, of the Commission appointed by H. E. the Governor on
11th October, 1901, to inquire into the Public Works Department, that
some of the matters referred to hy vou have been the subject of com-
paratively recent investigation here, and, in order that my Committee
might be in a better position to consider this matter, a series of questions
wag drawn up and presented by the Representative of this Chamber at
a recent Meeting of the Legislative Council. A copy of the latter:
together with the Colonial Secretary’s replies, is enclosed for your
information, and needs little further explanation.

IF, as would appear, it be a fact that no reputable firm would be
excluded from the Crown Agents’ list, the opportunity of tendering for
Government supplies is readily obtainable, and my Committee do not
consider that the extra cost to the C'olony through employing the Crown
Agents is incommensurate with the services rendered.

[n this conneetion it must not he forgotten that the Crown Agents
undertake a considerable amount of work relating to the engagement of
all British employees, such as the Police, Hospital Nurses, Sanitary
Officials, and other trained assistants, required to complete the staff of
the various Government Departments, and for which no specific charge

is made,
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The question of the advisability of placing Government building
contracts in the hands of private firms has also been dealt with by the
Commission before referred to, and my Committee endorse the view
that public works of “a special nature or of urgency” might with
advantage be entrusted to private firms. !

. I am also to add that, should your Chamber desire a further
interchange of idens, my Committee will be pleased at any time to
continue the discussion of this important question.—I am, &e.,

A. R. LOWE, Secretary.
The Secretary, CHAMBER OF (‘omMMERCE, Colombo.

( Fnelosure.)
Honglong Leqislative Council Meeting, Tth July, 1903,
THE CrowN AcENTS.

Pursuant to notice. the Hon. Shewan asked the following ques-
fions :— |

Will the Honourable the Colonial Secretary be good enough to
give the following information respecting the working of the (rown
Agents system with regard to this Colony : —

The Colonial Seeretary replied to the ques-
tions as follows :—

L (a) What method is adopterl for pay- 1. (a.) The Crown Agents and their om-

ing the Crown Agents ! ployees are paid salaries out of the contribu-
tion._s of all the Colonies emploving their
serviees,

(2.) Do the Crown Agents receive acom-  (h) No.
mission on”orders exeented, imy addition to
regular salaries ?

(c.) Do they receive remuneration from () Oaly the regnlar contributios paid
other Crown Colonies in addition to this!  fo the fund for salaries and other cxpenses,
3. What is the annual sum paid by ths 2. Statement attached.
Uolony to the Crown Agents during the
past three years, giving salary and commis-
sions separately, or what annul sum has  The statement referred to iz as foliows t—
been charged to the Colony for the serviees 1 ), Commission on stores,
of the C'rown Agents ! S » payment of interest on
loan.
40 it . Subsidiary Coins.
£150 per annum for transacting the vene-
ral business of the Colony.
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1900.

Commission paid on

stores, ....co.o. veeenn. £255.1.0=82,542.82
Commission paid on

payment of interest

G0 R T s s e s 39.18.0= 399.37
Commission paid on

Subsidiary Coins, ... 566. 8.8= 5,601.59
For transacting the

general business of

the Colony, ... ... 130, 0.0= 1,600.11

£1.011. 7.8=§10.043.84

1901.

Commission paid on

SEOFEES o fls wepamanimas £222.3.6=¢2,290.71
Commission paid on

payment of interest

O ORI o isasenusmaaans
Commission paid on

Subsidiary Coins, ... 344. 4.1= 3,526.14
For transacting the

general business of

the Colony, ... ... 150. 0.0= 1,549.86

£731. 6.7=87.528.42

14.19.0= 161.71

1902.

Commission paid on

SEOTeR, evvevnnnennnnees £278.18.56—=83,207.73
Commission paid on

payment of interest

GIRGAn,, ) e P et o 29,18.0= 340.82
Commission paid on

Subsidiary Coins,... 196, 0.6= 2,14(.01
For transacting the

ceneral business of

the Colony, ... 150, 0.0= 1,722,77

£654.16.10=37,417.33
(8d.) A, M, Thomson.
¢ T

3. («.) Are all orders for matervial. etc.,, 3. (2.) Yes.
sent to léurope on behalf of the Colony,
made through the Crown Agents !

(1) 1f not, what system is adopted with  (5.) Unnecessary to answer.
regard to such orders which are not executed
by the Crown Agents?

4. («.) What system is adopted to ensure 4. (a.) The competitive system coupled
that all order on behalf of the Colony arejiwith professional supervision and inspection.
executed by the firm best able to carry out
the work at the most reasonable price ?

(h.) If orders are put up to tender only  (3.) and (¢) No definite information is
for those firms on the Crown Agents’ lists, available on these points, but a reference to
how are these firms selected ! Appendix 22 of the Report of the Public

(e.) Can any reputable firms on applic- Works Commission shows that in 10 years
ation be placed on the Crown Agents’ lists, the Crown Agents carried out 379 orders
ov do the Crown Agents exercise a right to {for the Public Works Department, and that
these orders were placed with 101 different
Firms. The field of selection is therefore
very wide. No objection is raised by the

refuse to place a firm on their list ?
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Agents if this Government asks that a
particular order may be placed with a par-
tieular firm. and the Government has every
reason to be satisticd with the quality and
price of the stores supplied to it.

(4.) In the event of such a refusal, has  (4.) Yes To the Secretary of State for the
the firm thus rejected any richt of appeal Colonies. I would Jay on the table Parlia-
and, if so, to whom ! mentary Paper (0.5.0. 75 of 1881 relative to

the fuactions of the Crown Agents, which
has already been laid on this table in 1894.
I will also quote the opinion of the majority
of the Pablic Works Commission 1902 on
page V1 of its Report :—

IL.E. the Governor :—1 don’t think it is
necessary.

Tae (rvron CHAMBER oF (JOMMERCEH,
Clorowso, 8th September, 1903,

Drar Str,—I am divected to acknowledge receipt of vour letter of
24th July and its enclosures, and to express the thanks of my Commit-

tee for the interesting information it contains, rvelative to the working

of “Crown Agents” System and the Public Works Department in your
Colony. :

I am further desived to express the thanks of this Chamber to your
Committee for offering to continue at any time the discussion of this
subject with a view to a further interchange of ideas, which may he
found of congiderable assistance.—I am. &e.,

Ir. M. SIMPSON, Seeretary.

The Secretary, HovaroNa GENERAL Onamerr oF C'oMMeERcE, Hongkong,

- 5 )
Prohibition of Coolie Immigration at Singapore.

CHAMBRR OF (OMMERCOR,
SINGAPORE, 12th June, 1803,

Sir,—-1 have the honour to enclose for the information of vour
(‘hamber copies of the following correspondence:- -

Letter from the Colonial Secretary, dated the 11th instant.
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Reply thereto from the Chamber of Commerce, dated 12th instant, in
connection with the prohibition of immigration of coolies from Hong-
kong—of which you have doubtless received official notification—
in consequence of the number of cases of Plague that have recently occur-
red on board steamers arriving here with coolies from your Port.

2. It will be ohserved that the Austrian steamer Melpomene
which arrived here on the 10th instant, reported three deaths from Pla-
gue during the voyage, and that two cases of Plague were found on
hoard upon her arrival.  Further, that this is the fourth time recently
that Plague has been found on vessels from Hongkong.

3. While my Committee feel compelled to support the Government
of this Colony in any reasonable course taken to keep Singapore free
from so dirve a calamity as would be the introduction of Plague among
our Community, still from the point of view of inter-trade with Hong-
kong the course is one which this Chamber undoubtedly feels to be se-
riously regrettable.

4. The objeet that my Committee has in directing me to communi-
cate with you on this subjeet, is respectfully to enquire whether some
means of an examination of Chinese passengers from Hongkong for
Singapore could not be devised and put into practice of so much more
stringent a nature as would be likely reduce to a minimumn the chances
of Plague cases occurring oun the voyage or arriving here,

5. The last thing that Singapore would ever desire is to have qua-
rantine or prohibition applying here to steamers arriving from Hong-
kong, and it any action on your side can be devised of reducing the
risk of this to a minimum, it would not be less agreeable to us than we
feel it would be to our neighbours and friends of Hongkong.—T have, &e.,

ALEX. J. GUNN, Secretary.
The Sceretary, CHAMBER oF CoMMERCE, Hongkong.

Colonial Becretary’s Office,
SINGAPORE, 11th June, 1903.

Sir.—1 am divected to inform you that the Port Health Officer has
reported that the Austrian Steam Ship  Melpomene which arrived
vesterday from Hongkong reported three deaths from Plague during the
voyige and that two cases of Plague were found on board on her arrival,
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i 2. As this is the fourth time recently that Plague has been found The (fommittee of this Chamber have considered your inquiry as to
i on vessels from Hongkong. His Excellency proposes to prohibit the im- whether some means of examination of C‘hinese passengers could not be
dii\\ g‘ migration of coolies from that port, and I am to enquire if the Chamber devised of a more stringent nature than at present exists in order to re-
ﬂi I of C'ommerce have any objections to raise to this course being taken. ' duce to a minimun the chances of Plague cases occurring on the voyage
A st ) ; . o or on arrival at your port, and they are of opinion that no examination
‘ 3. The favour of an carly reply is requested.—I have &c., i before leaving thix port would be found adequate to prevent cases of

.. mll A. W, O’SvLiavas, for Coloninl Secretary. B ‘Plague oceurring on the voyage to Singapore.

[ i = , X ! e y . )
| The Secretary, Chamber of Commerce, Singapore. : I am to point out that the passage money is the only henefit derived
“ by this Colony from this coolie traffic, and the profit on it ix not large
i | _ enough to allow of any further expenses heing incurred by the steam-
i-“\H . ' : : ship owners. Neither can the emigrating coolie afford to do anything
“ii I'| Chamber of Commeree, | in this direction through want of necessary capital.
| ‘*i'n‘\ | Singapore, 12th June, 1903, .
M.f Sir,—1I have the honour to acknowledge the receipt of your letter II' M}' Committee- feel compelled therefore to suggest that if (’l"ine"‘e
i! | 'H il of 11th instant stating that the Port Health Officer has notified that the & labour is necessary in order to supply the Jabour market of your C.olony
“l {| ‘! Austrian S. 8. Melpomene which arrived on 10th instant from Hong- s it would doubtless be to the advantage of the Singapore community to
i

“ kong reported three deaths from Plague during the voyage and that two | found a segregation camp on one of the numerons adjacent islands,
cases of Plague were found on hoard on her arrival, that as this is the | 8 where the coolies could be landed free of any further cost or delay to the
fourth time recently that Plague has been found on vessels from Hong- ' carrying steamer. The transfer of the coolies into Singapog'e could then

y be regulated in accordance with the requirements of your Colony and at

i
| | kong, His Excellency the Governor proposes to prohibit the immigration :
the expense of those employers of labour who profit by their employ-
|

of coolies from that port, and enquiring if the Chamber have any

“ ‘ objections to raise to that course being taken. ment,
it ) . ‘ i
b |H‘ [‘ i 2. Tam instructed to reply that the Chamber do not hesitate to No such facilitiex are at the dizposal of this Colony ; land is scarce,
\ M1 support Hix Excelleney’s proposed action in this moxt important matter. o and the cost of guarding, feeding and shipping the coolies to and from
J | 1 ‘ —T have, &e., ' . an island camp near here would be more than the trade is worth to the
i : . shipping owners, and my Committee could not therefore recommend the
| i *UNN ¢ 'V, 2 o .
‘ "J" : PLAE 4. N, Bosraliny 2 Government or the shipping interests to embark on any such under-
: il The Honourable Colonial Secretary, Straits r
“T I e Honourable Colonial Secretary, Straits Settlements. , okt
Lt I . o
il
L H ' _11'. My Committee desire me to express their appreciation of the friend-
! !/ : - ature of your enquiry inform you that they will be pleased
| I HoN6KOKG GENERAL (HAMBER 0F COMMERCE, ' Iy nature of your enquiry and to inform you tha f.:he}_, will be pleasec
\ , k- ; L at any time to discuss this or any other matter having for its object the
i CERRRGNe I i well-being and furtherance of the trade between the two Colonies.—I

1 ' || Sir,—TI am directed to acknowledge the receipt of your letter of 1 have, &c.,
the 12th ultimo, stating your (‘hamber’s reasons for supporting the re-
(i cent action of the Straits Government in prohibiting the immigration of
' ‘ coolies from Hongkong, and enclosing the correspondence in relation

thereto. Arex. Guxy, Esq., Secretary, Cnauser or CoMMERCE, Singapore.

A. R. LOWE, Secretary.
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(CHAMBER oF (COMMERCE,
SiNGAPORE, 15th August, 1903.

Sik.—I have to acknowledge the receipt of your letter of 30th ul-
timo on the zubject of coolie immigration from Hongkong to this port,
and am directed to thank you for the information and suggestions you
have been good enough to communicate. Your suggestions have the
attention of my Committee.—Yours faithfully,

ALEX. J. GUNN, Secretary.
A. R, Lowg, Esq., Secretary, GENERAL ('HAMBER or ('oMMERCE, Hong-
kong.

XK.

Explosives on Board Steamers in the Harbour,

HoNerogG GENERAL CHAMBER OF ('OMMERCE,
Hoxgroxe, 16th September, 1903,

Sik.—1I have the honour to bring to your notice for the information
of His Excellency the Governor that the obligation to fly the Red Flag
and to liein the Dangerous Goods Anchorage by every steamer arriving
at this Port with ammunition on board in quantities however small hag
recently been under consideration by the Committee of this Chamber
with particular reference to the decision of the Magistrate of the Police
Court in the caxe of the 8. 8. Nordhyn, whose Master was fined 850 on
the 3rd instant for failing to comply with the regulations in this respect
whilst having two cases of sporting cartridges on board.

It may be known to the Government that practically every coasting
steamer trading in Chinese Waters carriex certain quantities of ammun-
ition in the shape of -cartridges for protection against piracy, and
apparently the Masters are liable under the Ordinance for infringing
the Red Flag rule.

It is suggested that the maximum quantity allowed as cargo to

vessels loading and discharging without their incurring the formalities

required under the existing regulations might be placed at one hundred
pounds of gunpowder or fixed ammunition to a quantity not exceeding
twenty thousand rounds so that the aggregate powder charges do not
exceed one hundred pounds, :
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Such small quantities may, in the opinion of my Committee, be
handled without any serious risk either at the wharves or amongst the
general Shipping in the stream, and I am instructed to inquire whether
His Excellency can see his way to authorise the introduction of an
amending Ordinance containing such clauses as will meet the views of
the Shipping interest in this direction.—I have, &c.,

A. R. LOWE, Secretary.
Honourable F. H. MAy, c.m.6., Colonial Secretary.

JOLONIAL SECRETARY'S OFFICE,
HoxeroNg, 22nd September, 1903.
SIr,—I am directed to acknowledge the receipt of your letter of
the 16th instant, regarding the conditions under which a vessel with
ammunition on board may enter this harbour, and to inform you that
the Government sees no sufficient reason for altering the law in the
manner suggested by the Chamber.—I have, &ec.,

I, H. MAY, Colonial Secretary.
Tre Secretarv, GrNERAL CHAMBER OoF CoMMERCE, Hongkong.

Hoxarone GENERAL (‘HAMBER 0F (JOMMERCE,
Howaroneg, 19th October, 1903.
Str,—I have the honour to acknowledge receipt of vour letter of
the 22nd ultimo, in which you state that the Government sees no sufficient
reason for altering the law as suggested in my letter of the 16th ultimo
with regard to the conditions under which a vessel with ammunition on
board may enter this harbour.

While the Committee of this Chamber regret that it is difficult to
combat the decision of the Government for reasons which have not been
expressed, they are loth to let the matter rest without again urging on
the Government the desirability of amending the existing regulations,
which they venture to submit do not conform to the modern necessities
of the port with regard to the treatment of goods in small quantities ;
these, by the very fact of their being in small quantities, places them
outside the category of “dangerous goods.” In the Treaty Ports of
China such quantities, viz., ammunition containing in the aggregate
not more than 100 Ihs. of gunpowder, or 20,000 rounds of cartridges, are
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allowed to be carried by ships, as cargo, without the latter being required
to conform to special regulations ; and if these are sufficient in China,
where of necessity the greatest care has to be taken to prevent the
illegal importation of munitions of war, it seems to the Committee of
the Chamber similiar conditions might reasonably be asked for in a port
which prides itself, and derives its prosperity to a very great extent, by
reason of its freedom from the annoyance and delays attaching to those
ports where Custom Houses exist.

Tt appears to the Committee that it would be sufficient protection
to the Colony if instead of the Red Flag rule and the obligation to lie in
the “Dangerous Goods™ anchorage, it was simply required that the
Masters or Agents of those ships carrying small quantities of ammunition
deposit with the Harbour Master a declaration in writing giving
particulars of the dangerous goods carried, due notice also being
furnished, if thought desirable by the Government, not only of all
ammunition and explosives landed and shipped, but also of those retained
on board in transit through the port.

The Committee of the Chamber are given to understand the flying
of the red flag iz desired by the Harbour Authorities to enable them to
readily take note of all vessels in the port having explosives on board.

IFf this is correct we should beg to suggest that while the red flag
be retained for all vessels with sufficiently large quantities of explosives
on hoard to necessitate their Leing in the Dangerous Goods anchorage,
another be brought into use which, while conveying the necessary
information to the Harbour Authorities as to explosives on hoard, will
not interfere with the free movements of the vessel while in the
harbour.

The Committee of the Chamber desire to point out that such a
change would not apparently necessitate an alteration in the existing
Dangerous Goods Ordinance, but might be effected by regulations issued
by the Governor in Couneil.

The Committee of the Chamber trust that on further consideration
the Government will agree to making this concession ; gince as matters
now stand a vessel with even only one case of =afety cartridges on board
must fly the red flag and must proceed to the Dangerous Goods anchorage
unless permission to the contrary be received from the Harbour
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Authorities. This in most cases would mean the loss of several hours
before the steamer can enter the harbour and proceed to a wharf or her
moorings.—I have, &e.,

EDBERT A. HEWETT. Chairman.
Honourable F. H. May, c.w.a, Colonial Secretary.

(lorLoNIAL SEORETARY'S OrFicr,
Hoxarona, 24th October, 1903.

Str,—I am directed to acknowledge the receipt of your letter of the
19th instant, regarding the conditions under which a vessel carrying
ammunition on board may enter this harbour, and to inform you that it
has received the caveful attention of the Governor. Hiz Excellency,
however, is still_of opinion that no such alteration of the law as is
contemplated by your Chamber is necessary. As to the argument that
delay is caused by having to obtain the Harbour Master’s permission to
enter the harbour, the Government is informed by the Acting Harbour
Master that in nine cases out of ten the Shipping agents send him a copy
of the manifest of the dangerous goods on hoard before the arrival of
the vesscl in question, and upon receipt of such manifest his instructions
are issued forthwith. No delay, therefore, is caused by the present
regulations in this respect.

Finally, His BExcellency fails to see that there is any hardship

involved in the flying of the red flag.—T have, &ec.,

F. H. MAY, Colonial Secretary.
The Secretary, GENXERAL Cmamrr oF Commercr, Hongkong,

Hoxeroxe¢ GENERAL CHAMBER OF ('OMMERCE,
Hoxeroxg, 30th November, 1903.

S1r,—1 am instrueted to acknowledge the receipt of your predeces-
sor’s letter of the 24th ultimo, intimating that His Excellency Sir Henry
Brakr was unable to agree to make the alteration in the law contemplated
in my letter of the 19th ultimo, or to appreciate the hardship involved
in the flving of the red flag. Mention is also made that in nine cases
out of ten the Harbour Master’s permission is obtained prior to the entry
of the ships into the Harbour.
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It happens however that the exception is in most instances a mail
steamer which it is of the utmost importance not to unnecessarily delay
in the ports en route. These mail ships invariably carry their own mails
and their Agents are thus unable to fill particulars of any dangerous
goods which may be on board in advance of the arrival of the vessel.
In order to conform with the present Harbour Regulations it is obliga-
tory for such ship to fly the red flag and to remain in the Dangerqus
Goods anchorage (which is for obvious reasons situated in an out-of -way
part of the Harbour) for some hours to enable the necessary permission
to be obtained from the Harbour Master to move alongside the w hart
or to her moorings amongst the general Shipping. Detention of this
nature may not infrequently occur where the only ammunition on board
is a case of sporting cartridges, which my Committee think the Govern-
ment can hardly consider sufficient reason to justify delaying any
vessel. His Excellency the Officer Administering the Government will,
my Committee trust, readily understand that the existing regulation
presses very hardly on an expensive class of ships simply because it
happens to be carrying ammunition on board in small quantities which
in the Treaty Ports of China are not deemed dangerous. My Committee
merely ask that similar facilities in this respect may be granted here to
those existing in the Chinese Treaty Ports.

The Committee of the ((hamber are well aware that the alteration
in the Harbour Regulations now sought is not of great importance but
rather one of convenience to the Shipping interest and their object in
endeavouring to obtain His Excellency’s consent to their request is to
secure the removal of a petty annoyance, and to have reinstated that
freedom from vexatious restrictions which has tended toward the
development of the Port.—I have, &c., ‘

A. R. LOWE, Secretary.
Honourable A. M. Tromsox, Acting Colonial Secretary.

CoLOXTAL SECRETARY'S OFFICE,
Howerowg, 11th December, 1903.

Sir,—In reply to your letter of the 30th ultimo, 1 am directed to
transmit for the information of your Chamber the enclosed copy of in-
structions which have been issued by the Acting Harbour Master for the
guidance of officers in his Department in referencé to vessels arriving
in the harbour and carrying small quantities of dangerous goods.

TR
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These instructions have also been issued to the Police Officers on
boarding duty who in some cases board vessels before the regular Board-
ing Officers of the Harbour Department.

While His Excellency the Officer Administering the Government
hopes that the Chamber of Commerce will be satisfied with this relax-
ation of the law, he has instructed me to point out that in this free port
more stringency ix required than at the Treaty Ports in China, which
are protected by the Customs Establishments and that it is necessary to
keep in the hands of the proper authorities complete control of ammuni-
tion and such like goods arriving in the Colony.—1 have, &e.,

A. M. THOMSON, Acting Colonial Secretary.
The Secretary, GeNeraL (HaMBER oF CoMMERCE, Hongkong.

(Copy.)
1. Should the vessel hoarded have on board not more than 100
Ths. of Gunpowder, seven cases of Safety Cartridges, or
6 Acids, and the manifest be shown to the Officer boarding
her, he shall exempt her from going to the Dangerous
Goods Anchorage, unless special circumstances render it
advisable for him to consult me before so exempting her.

2. Should she have a larger quantity, 13 or 20 cases, of Safety
Cartridges, he may exempt her at his discretion.

3. In no case shall he so exempt any vessel having on board
more than 6 cases of Acids, 20 cases of Safety (artridges
100 tbe. of Gunpowder or any quantity of other Danger-
ous Goods.

4. He will inform me, at once, of each case in which he has
granted such exemption.

5. This exemption shall not relieve the vessel of the obligation
to furnish me with a copy of the Manifest immediately
on arrival.

6. In any case of such exemption being granted, the vessel
shall be exempted from flying the red flag.

Basin, Tavior, Acting Harbour Master.
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Hoxeroxe GeNERAL (CHAMBER OF ClOMMERCE,

Hoxeroxe, 26th January, 1903.
St,—1I am directed to acknowledge the receipt of your letter of
the 11th ultimo, enclosing copy of the new regulations issued by the
Acting Harbour Master for the guidance of Officers in his Department
in dealing with vessels arriving in the Harbour and carrying small
quantities of dangerous goods.

2. Inreply I am instructed to state that the Committee of this (ham-
ber regret the Government’s inability to carry out more fully their sugges-
tion for the greater relaxation of the law in this matter so as to allow
vessels to proceed direct to their berths in cases where the quantity
of ammunition carried is small, and T am to point out that unless the
Harbour Official boards a vesscl immediately on arrival, and before
anchoring, the efficiency of the new regulations will be much impaired,
unless the Master of a vessel carrying dangerous goods in quantities
not exceeding those laid down in regulation No. 1 is free to carry
on to the ordinary ancherage without fear of a fine being imposed.

3. The Committee have every wish that the Government should
know of all ammunition arriving in the Colony so as to control the
movements of such goods, but they are unable to understand why the
information collected by the Boarding Officers from the Master of a
vessel waiting to be allowed to anchor should be any more accurate
than that obtained in the same manner after her arvival at the ordinary
merchant vessels anchorage, particularly a< a permit is required to
land dangerous goods even in small quantitics. They therefore trust
that His Excellency the Officer Administering the Government will
authorise the addition to the new regulations of a clause suggested in
the latter half of paragraph 2 so as to allow the vessels to proceed
direct to her anchorage or wharf.—-I have, &e.,

A. R. LOWE, Secretary.
Honourable A. M. Tuomsoy, Acting Colonial Secretary.

CoLoNI1AL SEcrETARY OFFIOE,
Hoxaxoxa, 13th February, 1904.
Sik,—In  reply to your letter of 26th ultimo suggesting that
vessels should be permitted to carry certain quantities of arms. and
ammunition without being compelled to fly the red flag and lic in the
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special anchorage, I am directed to point out that during the two
months following December 4th last it was not found necessary to
resort to the provisions of the regulations which then came into force,
while there has been one case of the arrival of a steamer carrying am-
munition without the knowledge of the Master. I am further to point
out that the Police and the Boarding Officers can both grant exemption.
For these reasons it is unlikely that such difficulties will arise in practice
as the Chamber seems to anticipate, and therefore I am to inform you
that the Government is unable to make any further concession at
present.—1 have, &e.

A. M. THOMSON, Acting (‘olonial Secretary.
The Secretary, CHamprr or Commurce, Hengkong.

I
Telegram Deposit System.,

HoxeroNG GENERAL CHAMBER OF ('OMMERCE,
Hoxceroxe, 28th August, 1903.

Drar Sirs,—The attention of the (lommittee of this Chamber has

been recently drawn by several of the leading Firms in this Colony to

the terms of your Circular dated 29th ultimo, in which you intimate

that the telegraph service hitherto run jointly by your respective Com-

panies will be discontinued as from the 1st Angust and, in future, each
Company will transact its business separately.

It is scarcely necessary to point out that this step on your part is
not one which senders of telegrams, and muceh less this Chamber, have
any right, or wish, to criticize.

The Circular, however, goes on to inform senders of telegrams that
in future the present deposit system is to be terminated, and in its place
conditions ave substituted which may be summarized as follows:—

1.—A deposit is to be made with the Chartered Bank of India,
Australia and China for the joint account of both Com-
panies.

2.—The amount of the deposit is to be fixed by the Companies
and to represent the average cost of one month’s telegrams
forwarded by both Companies’ lines.
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3.—The interest on the deposit is to be retained by the ‘ with whom you are in business relations. It would

i 16 X 3 - . -
Comparnies. 9 certainly make the transaction a more equitable one if
the deposit now required was reduced to one half.

4.—Monthly Accounts payable on demand and independently

of the fixed deposits will be rendered by each Company. 3 Tl fhe, whole ok the etrstt allowed by the Batlk on

the deposits, should be claimed by the Companies, is unjust
to the depositor and contrary to custom. It has been
stated by you in reply to a Member of this Chamber that
the retention of this interest is a fair compensation for the
credit you give and the trouble of book-keeping. In
given of the change of system and of a demand for a large fixed deposit, ‘ paragraph No. 2 it is shown that under this new system
My Committee are of opinion that, in view of the radical change which ' the credit is given by the depositor and not by you, unless
' indeed you delay sending out the previous month’s ac-

have been given of the proposed change. | counts. 1t does not, therefore, appear reasonable to my
(ommittee that you shonld demand extra payment for the

5—If the above option is not complied with, telegrams must

n
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be paid for in cash before transmission,

|
! It is with regard to these latter conditions that I am to express the
views of my Committee. In the first place, barely two days’ notice is

In order to facilitate the dizcussion of the new conditiong, T will

you have effected in the conduct of your business, longer notice should  §

refer to them in the order above mentioned :(—

1.—TIt seems strange to my Committee that while you find

yourselves unable to receive deposits sufficient to cover
current business with both Companies as formerly, you
are now able to receive a deposit in the joint names of
the two Companies. The simplification of your accounts
in these matters may be very desirable to yourselves, but
from a business point of view this is universally considered
subsidiary to the convenience of customers. Further it
does not seem right that any person wishing to do business
with one Company alone should be obliged to deposit his
funds with both Companies jointly.

2.—1In fixing the deposit at the average cost of one month’s

telegrams it must be apparent to you that the advantage
is all on your side. The utmost surely your Companies
can demand is cash on deposit of a telegram immediately
before its transmission. The month’s deposit you require
means that for the best part of the month the sender of
telegrams will have a balance to his credit in your Books.
From the nature of your business it is unreasonable to
ask him to give your (lompanies this credit, nor does it
appear necessary in such cases where there is no question
as to the financial standing of the firm, or individual,

trouble of entering in your own Books transactions with
vour creditors. They are not aware that other similar
concerns demand this, or that this allowance has ever
previously been claimed by your Companies. It has al-
ways been understood that the authorised tariff rates
covered all expenses of the Administration and left pre-
sumably a substantial amount of profit.

4.—The rendering of. monthly accounts calls for no special

remark, as this occasions no more work on your part than
formerly, if anything, trouble is saved to you as neither
will you have occasion to receive amounts for cover during
the month nor will your book-keepers require to keep any
watch on overdrawn accounts (if any).

5.—It follows that a sender of telegrams not exercising the

option given him of depositing his money with your
(fompanies without even interest on the same, must pay
cash each time he desires to send a telegram through your
Administration. Several Members have already followed
this course and the more ic is followed the greater will be
the expense, delay and consequent annoyance to the whole
Mereantile Community as well as to yourselves, as you
are well aware that the handling of cash in small amounts
is not a quick process, especially in this Colony.
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In voicing the views of the Mercantile Community on this question,
my Committee are not rvepresenting the facts too strongly in stating
that the new conditions imposed by your Companies are strongly objected
to not merely on account of their arbitrary nature, but as another
instance of the discrimination between your dealings with customers at
home and abroad. Credit is given at home without demur to any res-
pectable firm and their business eagerly sought for on account of the
healthy competition. In this connection, as yon stated that you must
act alike to all parties, it would be interesting to know what deposit has
been required from the Government as security for their monthly
telegram account, also what percentage of bad debts have been made in
Hongkong since establishment here. The latter must be infinitesimal
and is another argument against the necessity for requiring credit.  Your
Companies are as well placed as any Mercantile house in the Uolony for
gauging the stability of your customers; there is no valid reason why
credit should not be given by you instead of to you; and my Committee
would be the last to put any obstacles in your way in ecases where it
appears to you to be advisable for financial reasons to ask for cash
payiments.

In 1'eply to an enquirer you have stated that there is no Govern-
ment Telegraph Office in the World where telegrams can be handed in
without cash payment. This fact it not denied, but the Committee do
not feel called. upon to defend the business methods of Government
institutions. Nor can they admit the inference you wizh to draw that
your Administrations are on the same bagis as Government Departments,
in face of the fact that you are both limited liability companies formed
for purpose of profit to your shareholders. One of the chief reasons
why you were able to obtain certain privileges as regards landing
rights was in view of the benefit which commerce would be likely to
enjoy through the guick transmission of news. For no other reason
would you have obtained these privileges at a nominal cost, and it was
not then supposed that you would take advantage in dealing with vour
eustomers of the fact of these privileges having resulted in the formation
of a monopoly.

In conclusion I am to state that this Chamber would welcome a
more generous treatment of the Mereantile Community of this Colony
in the certain belief that it would be to the mutual advantage of all
concerned, and in regard to the question now under discussion, it wilj
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be glad to learn that the joint Administration is prepared to view the
matter in a more liberal light.—I have, &ec.,

A. R. LOWE, Secretary.
J. M. Breg, Esq., Superintendent, Eastern Extension Australasia and
China Telegraph Company.
Ovar NieLseN, Esq., Superintendent, Great Northern Telegraph Com-
pany.

THE EasTERN EXTENSION AUSTRALASIA AND
(‘mina Teuperara CoMPANY LIMITED.

Tar GrEAT NorTHERN, TELEGRAPH
CompaxNy, LIMITED.
Hoxarona Srarion, 29th August, 1903.
Dear Sir,—We have to acknowledge receipt of your letter of

vesterday’s date setting forth the views of your Committee regarding
the new Telegram Deposit System; and we are instructed by the
Companies’ Managers at Shanghai to state in reply that your letter will
be submitted to their respective Boards of Directors.—We are, &c.,

; J. M. BECK,
Superintendent, Eastern Fxtension Telegraph. Company.

OLAF NIELSEN,
Superintendent, Great Northern Telegraph Company.

&,

A. R. Lowg, Esq., Secretary, HoNerkoN¢ GENERAL CHAMBER OF
Commerce, Hongkong.

Tar EastErN EXTENSTON AUSTRALASIA AND
Cniva Terecrara Cowpany, LiMITED,

Tug GreaT NoRTHERN TELEGRAPH
Clompany, TiMITED.
Howngrong SrarioN, 9th January, 1904,
Drar Siz,—With reference to our letter of the 29th August,

regarding the Telegram Deposit System, we are instructed by the Comp-
anies’ Managers at Shanghai to state that, in reply to your letter of the
28th August, the Companies’ respective Boards of Directors have wired
that they have decided that the whole of the interest allowed by the
bank shall be paid to the depositors.
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The Companies trust that this concession will be considered by the
Chamber as satisfactorily settling the question, the more so as only a
very small minority of the Companies’ clients have expressed any
dissatisfaction with the new system.—We are, &c.,

J. M. BECK,
Superintendent, Bastern Extension Tel. Co.

OLAF NIELSEN,
Superintendent, Great Northern Telegraph (lo.

A. R. Lowe, Esq., Secretary, HoxekoNa GrNERAL ('HAMBER OF
Commerce, Hongkong,

Hoxnagone GENERAL (‘HAMBER oF ('OMMERCE,
Honeroxa, 20th January, 1904,

Sirs,—I am directed to acknowledge the receipt of your letter of
the 9th instant, in reply to my letter of the 28th August last, on the

subject of customers’ deposits, and T am to inform you that the decision

of your respective Board of Directors to refund the whole of the interest
on the deposits to the depositors cannot be regarded by the Committee
of this Chamber in the light of a concession as your letter infers, but
rather as a tardy act of restitution of an imposition which should not
have been made in the first instance by your Companies, and further I
am to point out that the mere fact of so few of your clients having
expressed any dissatisfaction with the new system does not carry much
weight with my Committee as it was well known this Chamber would

- take the matter up, and naturally many members accordingly refrained

from openly expressing their dissatisfaction.

It is a matter of regret that your Administration has ignored the
main point at issue, which was the rehabilitation of the old system, and
my Committee again beg you to give this matter your further
consideration. Should this not be acceptable to you I am to draw your
attention to paragraph 2 in my previous letter which reads as follows :—

“In fixing the deposit at the average cost of one month’s telegrams
“it must be apparent to you that the advantage is all on yourside. The
“utmost surely your Companies can demand is cash on deposit of a
“telegram immediately before its transmission. The month’s deposit
“you require means that for the best part of the month the sender of

4
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“telegrams will have a balance to his credit in your hooks. IFrom the
“nature of your business it is unreasonable to ask him to give your
“Companies this credit, nor does it appear necessary in such cases where
“there is no question as to the financial standing of the firm, or individual,
“with whom you are in business relations. It would certainly make
“the transaction a more equitable one if the deposit now required was
“reduced to one half.”

The reduetion of the deposits elaimed by one half would, as pointed
out, make the attitude of your Administration a more equitable one, and
the Committee of this Chamber will be glad to learn that you can meet
the Mercantile Community to this extent if your Administration is unable
to meet them in the fuller sense represented above.

Several members of this Chamber having expressed surprise at the
length of time found necessary to arrive at a decision in this matter, my
Committee trust that the further reconsideraticn of their representations
now desired may be communicated to them with the least possible delay.

I am to add that this correspondence will be published in due
course in the monthly Minutes of the Chamber of Commerce.—I have,

&e.,

A. R. LOWY, Secretary.
J. M. Beck, Esq., Superintendent, Eastern Extension Australasia and
China Telegraph Company.

Orar NierLseN, Esq., Superintendent, Great Northern Telegraph (‘om-
pany.

Tae EAsTERN EXTENSION AUSTRALASIA AND
('mixA Terecrara Coy, Lop.
Tue Grear NorraerN Tereerara Coy. Lrb.,
Hoxerong Srarion, 4th February, 1904,

S1r,—We beg to acknowledge receipt of your letter of the 2(th
ultimo on the subject of the Telegram Depoxit Account.  In rveply there-
to we are instructed to state that the Companies are not prepared to
admit that the present system is in any respect inequitable, or that the
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(«) The appointment of a seeord Health Officer of the Port
who will be allowed no private practice of any kind;

refund of the whole interest to the depositors does not constitute a real

concession seeing that the Companies will thereby lose all interest on 1
‘ ! the amounts due to them until the monthly accounts have been settled.
I
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- \ (5) That in view of Dr. JorDAN's long service as Health Offi-
cer of the Port, His Excellency recommended that he
should be allowed to retain his private practice on shore
only on the distinct understanding that when himself
engaged in private practice he will always place at the

- disposal of thiz Government another Officer as his substitute

to discharge the duties of Health Officer of the Port, and
: who will not take private practice on board ships.

e

| The Companies regret that they are unable to meet the views of the

(it Committee with regard to the rehabilitation of the old system as the

separate working arrangements which the Companies have recently :
inaugurated render the said system impracticable.

In order however as much ax possible to meet the wishes of your
Committee the Companies are willing to reduce the amount of the

deposits to one half, on the understanding that the minimum sum ; ¥

po ; g Ry § A s : ¥ - (¢) His Excellency further recommended that, if Dr. JorDAN
i received on deposit shall as hitherto be fixed at $23, and that the Com- - G e % thes fitsons ther Health
I panies reserve the right to render half monthly account.—We are, etc., i R T L e e e

Ovar NIELSEN, Superintendent, the game terms as those offered to the second Health Offi-

i ] cer of the Port.

Il ] Officer of the Port should be appointed in his place on
‘ Great Northern Telegraph Company.

The Committee of the Chamber at that time expressed the opinion

Eastern Extension Telagraph Company. . = b
that the above recommendations, if carried into effect, would, they

J. M. Beck, Superintendent,

A. R. Lowg, Hsq., Seceretary, HoNekox¢ GENERAL (CHAMBER OF
‘ COMMERCE.

‘ T hoped, put an end to the delays in the inspection of vessels that had
‘ |i‘ il occurred in the past and therefore agreed to His Excellency’s suggestions.
it :
| |
‘ ‘ J 1 If | After giving the new system a fair trial, however, my Committee
| ! | IV = regret that it is necessury to again draw the attention of His Excellency
Ik Medical Inspection of Passengers, i the Officer Administering the Government to the inconvenience and
| M H _—G— ¢ y % loss suffered by the large Shipping interests of this Colony through the
i ONGEONG (GGENERAL ('HAMBIR oF (OMMERCE . arrangement not having produced the anticipated result.
Hi':| ' HoxcroxNg, 20th January, 1904. : L T SR A ] e
| ||‘ Str,—I have the honour to inform you that at a recent meeting of -'_ In consequence of the Health Officer of the Port and his deputy
being engaged with their private practice in various parts of the City,

it not infrequently happens that when their official services are required
they are inaccessible.  Dr, Kyt is thus often the only Ofticer available
to attend the ships coming into the harbour, with the result that delays
+ are of frequent occurrence. '

steamers arriving in Hongkong Harbour was discussed, and it was una- o
nimously decided to address the Government on the subject, pointing

| | out the grave necessity which exists for a thorough reform being effected

i the Committee of this Chamber the question of Medical Examination of
il g in the system at present in force,

I would beg to remind you that in 1897, and again in 1901, this 3

Chamber brought to the notice of the Government the desirability of
the appointment of Health Officer of the Port being filled by an official
whose undivided attendance would be devoted to the duties of the posi-
tion, and as a result of the representations then placed before His Bx-
cellency the Governor, Sir Hexry Brake made the following recom-
mendations to the Secretary of State for the Colonies:—

Further when a vessel is visited by Dr. Keyr and a suspicious case
of sickness is reported on board, that Officer states that he must refer
the matter to his superior, and my Committee fully understand this
must be o, as, in his capacity as a subordinate, he cannot be expected
to give a definite decision, not being vested with full authority, which
can only be wielded by the recognised Health Officer of the Port.

Considerable time is thus not infrequently lost in communicating with
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the Health Officer, and it then happens that further delays take place, in
consequence of his private engagements, before that Officer is able to
visit the vessel in question. g

It has heen brought to the notice of the Government that the work
has increased of late years, and ships constantly enter the harbour
simultaneously at both entrances, and 1 would beg to remind you that
the number of ocean-going steamers alone which entered the harbour
during the year 1902 amounted to over 4,000, or an average of 11 per
diem, many of these heing cousting vessels and other small craft which
do not as a rule carry a doctor as a member of their crew.

In addition to the above there is a considerable number of sailing
vessels also visiting the Port, while the number of steamers engaged in
the river trade has of late years increased very greatly, there being
upwards of 2,000 arrivals in 1902.

My Committee therefore consider that the constant employment of
two Officers whose whole time iz devoted to official inspection of vessels
is an absolute necessity. The extra cost by reason of such a change
would not be very great and would be fully justified by the gain to
the Colony at large. The income derived from permits to work cargo
on Sundays still maintains a high level of over $44.000 per annum and

~ would meet any extra expenditure under this heading, in addition to

which the general revenue under the heads of Bills of Health and Me-
dical Examination of coolies amounts to a further sum of about $36,000
per annum.

My Committee would most respectfully urge npon His Excellency
that in view of the very great importance of the shipping trade of the
Port, which now ranks third in the British Empire, the post of Health
Officer of the Port should be held by a Government Oflicial (with a
qualified Assistant) who should not be allowed any private practice,
which rule prevails in all large ports, such as Bombay and (‘alcutta.

In conclusion I am instructed to add that the leading shipping
firms are strongly of opinion that the present state of affairs is impossi-
ble, and that it is imperative an entire reform of the medical ingpection
of shipping should be carried out on the lines above indicated with the
least possible delay., The Committee of this Chamber trust, therefore,

LY ]
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that His Excelleney will give a favourable consideration to their

request.—I have, &c.,

A. R. LOWE, Sccretary.
Honourable A. M. Tromsox, Acting Colonial Secretary.

(!OLONIAL SECRETARY'S OFFICE.
Hoxaroxa, 24th February, 1904.

Sir,—I am directed to acknowledge the receipt of your letter of
the 20th ultimo, regarding the system in force for the medical examin-
gation of vessels arriving at this Port, and in reply to inform you that
the suggestions of the Chamber have received the careful consideration
of His Bxcellency the Officer Administering the Government, who

regrets that e cannot see his way to carry them into effect.

2. I am to point out that under the present arrangement there is
always one medical officer available for duty afloat, while another
(either the Health Officer or his assistant) ix at Dr. Jordan's office to
sign Bills of Health. A misunderstanding seems to exist with regard
to Dr. Keyt's position. Dr. Keyt has full power to act on his own
responsibility and is in no way bound to vefer the final decision of a
case to his senior officer. It is probable that cases may arise when it is
impossible for Dr. Keyt, as it might he for any medical officer, to
diagnose a case at first sight, and in =uch circumstances it ix advisable

for him, in the public interest. to call in extra assistance,

3. Since Dr. Keyt has become familiar with the work of the Port,
no complaints have rewched this Government, and Hix Exeelleney does
not propose, therefore, to disturb an arrangement whereby the Govern-
ment practically secures the services of three Health Officers for the
Port instead of two, as provided in the Establishment of the Colony,—
I have, ete.,

A. M. THOMSON. Acting Colonial Secretary.

The Sceretavy, Caanpser oF Commere, Hongkong.
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| I!‘:' ‘H Junks flying Foreign Flags. Storm Warnings,

. i

1 i :l | HoxgroNe GENERAL CHAMBER OF ('{0DMMERCE, HoxaroNe GENERAL ("HAMBER oF (COMMERCE,

| |'," ‘H ‘ ; ' Hoxaxoxa, 24th June, 1903. Hoxagoxa, 18th May, 1903,

| i 1|!~ . +1, reference to your letter (No. 881) of 21st April, 1902 . S1r,—With reference to my letter of the 2Znd January last and the

1\ il ‘|‘| l B, — Wit 1.re i . offorded Junk Owners by their sailing ; previous correspondence on the subject of Storm Warnings, T am

| | ' | l ‘ on the subject of the protection at tont of a tax called Ching f directed to enquire whether His Excellency the Governor has decided to

i \f! der foreign flags in order to escape Pt : ks d accept the proposals for a better system of Storm Warnings to be
\“I \ un = 3 T qund' it was t—hen mtnna.te I % N % = o 3 i

| !I‘ | Fei. levied by the Viceroy of the Two ang, £ g} (R instituted at the Hongkong Observatory on the lines indicated in the

| | } b ; the only power possessed by the (tovernment to check the Ppre 1y report submitted in my letter of the 19th January last.

‘| | “ \ tha. f refusal to g[‘ﬂl\t licences to Junks whie

| ! I8

‘ | f fa 0. : . The lefter in question went on ' T would beg to remind your that in your letter of the 27th September
\ | claimed the protection of foreign flags. The lette
‘|

J C n’h E ! d d ]‘l ou = ‘L:tf‘ll h"l.(t 1= ]‘:\(:e]_lency» wWas anx
t() ) ha, e ‘ (l‘ | 1 orres 0“.(].9"(4 n hll(‘ .‘\lll] e { wWas l‘P)i o Orw St VW t t lI
t h ¢ corr P &0 arae tO 15

\ e RN ;
‘ p . wha Hane made in the existing system of Storm Warnings, and my Committee
M ‘I the Secretary of State for the Colonies for such action as th therefore venture to hope that instructions have already been given for -
\ L Sl the carrying out of the suggested i y ts by bhser
i | Hovernment might deem dedicable, ying ggested improvements by the Observatory

which as a matter of fact was primarily established for the benefit
and safety of shipping.

i s brought to
| - has <ed since this matter was broug
5 han a year has elapse . ight &
‘ \ As more than a y (thamber, T am directed to inquire . Y ok
folonies has decided to I am also to point out that this is a matter of urgency in view of
t the near approach of the typhoon season.—I have, &e.,

i\ the notice of the Grovernment by this | :
“ what steps, if any, the Qecretary of State for the
‘ \ take in this matter.—T have, &e.,

V A. R. LOWE, Secretary.
. LOWE, Secretary. :
‘. - Honourable F. H. May, ¢M.G., Colonial Secretary.

Honourable F. H. May, C.M.G., (‘olonial Secretary.

|

(‘oLONIAL SECRETARY’s OFFICE,

I (loLOSIAL SECRET Anry’s OFFICE, HoxaroxG, 21st May, 1903,
1 \ HoNgRONG, 26th June, 1903. Str,—1 am directed to acknowledge the receipt of your letter of
i \ 1o 24th instant, T am Jirected to the 18th instant, and to inform you that in deference to the wishes of
bl . Sir,—In reply to your lathen ok e . il , Seeretary of State the Chamber, His Excellency the Governor has decided to introduce the
‘ “‘ |  form vou that as the result of correspondence with the Secret: y‘ o ! flag svstem as at Shanghai, for the information of shipmasters, but
| ‘ ol )(‘ lonies the course which this Government has heen pmsul.“g without displacing the cone system at present in use, which, in His
| e for the hion :1 fime past of refusing to license Junks which fly foreign Excellency’s opinion as in that of his expert advisers, is a better and safer
| |." ” ]M ‘\ for a CG?:I]‘]C‘“ : :uzed'k -I‘h'm* Ge system and is familiar to the local junk population.—I have, &e.,
' flags will be contt o A M
!" ‘ |‘ wi t & . H. MAY, Colonial Secretary. F. H. MAY, Colonial Secretary.
‘i i

A G .RCE, Hongkong. The Secretary, GENERAL CHAMBER oF CoMMERCE, Hongkong.
The Secretary, GENTRAL CHAMBER OF (‘OMMERCE, B e s g grong,
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HoxaroNg GENERAL CHAMBER oF COMMERCE,
Hoxeroxg, 25th June, 1903.

Str,—I am directed to acknowledge the receipt of your letter of
21st ultimo, intimating that His Excellency the Governor had decided
to introduce at the Hongkong Observatory the flag system of weather
signals for the information of shipmasters similar to that in use at Shang-
hai, and that the present cone system would be continued for the
information of the local junk population.

The Committee of the Chamber desire me to convey their thanks to

the Government for agreeing to institute thiz much needed reform in

the system of weather signals.

In view however of the recommendation made by this Chamber in
the report of the Sub-Committee appointed to examine the commun-
ications received from the shipping community on this subject that
symbols were more economical and easier to work than flags, were
better understood by landsmen, and the adoption of the code from the 37
special distance signals of the Commercial Code made it equally understood
by the seafaring community, and that is was pointed out the signals
could be increased, if found necessary, by further combinations of the
three symbols employed or by similar signals displayed from the yard-
arm, it seems to the Committee that under the latter suggestion 117
separate signals could be made or more than that employed in the
recently extended code at Shanghai, a copy of which is enclosed.

In supporting the adoption of .a symbol code it may be mentioned
that great weight was given to the argnment brought forth in your
letter of 31st July last, and also adhered to in your Further letter of 10th
September, 1902, that a flag system is not suited to local conditions on
the ground that, in the calin weather usnally preceding typhoons, such
signals would often not be readily distinguishable, my ommittee there-
fore respectfully suggest that the)decision of His Excellency to adopt a
flag system in preference to one of xymbols may be reconsidered.

With regard to the disinclination shewn to alter the present symhol
signals because of the local junk population’s familiarity with them, I
am to point out that this difficulty might easily be overcome by the
publication and distribution amongst the junk and sampan population
of a card <howing only the few sigials in their altered-form necessary
for local needs, with a note that other signals shewn are intended only
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for sea-going craft. This would obviate the confusion in their minds
which it is apparently thought might be occasioned on their being
supplied with a copy of the whole code.

T am also directed to inquire whether His Excellency has favourably
considered the further suggestions put forward by this Chamber for the
greater efficiency of the local Observatory by the establishing of additional -
signal stations, direct telephonic communication between the Observatory
and the Harbour Office, Hainan observations, simultaneoux daily
telegraphic observations from other Observatories, the supply of the
1(1te-t instruments, and the publishing of any information offered by
other Observatories, which were contained in the special report enclosed
in my letter of 13th January last, and which suggestions my (fommittee
trust have met with His Excellency’s approval.—1 have, &e.,

A. R. LOWE, Secretary.
Honcurable F. H. My, ¢.6., COLONIAL SECRETARY.

CoLoNIAL SECRETARY’S OFFICE,
Hoxerong, 2nd July, 1903.

Sik,—T am directed to acknowledge the receipt of your letter of
the 25th ultimo, regarding the introduction of the flag system of weather
signals, and to inform you that hefore giving his final decision in the
matter, Hix BExcellency the Governor had carefully and anxiously
considered the correspondence from the beginning, with every dexire to
meet the wishes of the Chamber of Commerce but with a full sense of
his responsibility in ordering a change in a system of signalling which
the officials of the local Obber\aton and the Harbour Master, consider
practically superior to that adopted at Sicawei. His Excellency’s
ultimate decision was to add the flag signals as used at Shanghai as
independent signals for the ship—nnasters who seemed to desire them,
leaving the present cone system intact.

2. His Bxcellency’s reason for so doing was that in your letter of
May 17th, 1802, you stated that your Committee were anxious for the
adoption of the flag signals on the ground that Shanghai possessed a
code of signals which was “admittedly the best in the Far Bast.” In
your letter of the 23rd August, 1902, you repeated that the flag code
“has for 1 number of vears been in duily use in Shanghai, where it has
given the greatest satisfaction to ship-masters frequenting the port.”
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You add that “the adoption of a flag signal service, which would be

principally for the use of the foreign shipping in harbour, need not
necessitate the abolition of the present drum, cone and ball signals shewn
by H.M.S. “ Tuwmar™ for the benefit of native shipping and eraft™ ; and
further pointed out that the code has heen generally adopted by the
German, Russian and (‘hinese Governments along the coast of China.

3. His Excellency feels that on consideration your Chamber will
acknowledge the inconvenience of unduly multiplying systems of ty-
phoon warnings, and therefore in deciding to meet as far as His Excellency
considered justifiable the wishes of your Chamber, His Excellency
considered it preferable to add a code that has Leen declared by them to
be satisfactory and that has been generally adopted over the coast of
China rather than to introduce a new system different from that hitherto
adopted in any port in the Far East.

4. T shall address you further regarding the points raised in the
last paragraph of your letter under acknowledgment.—I have, &c.,

F. H. MAY, Colonial Secretary.
The Secretary, GENERAL ('HAMBER 0¥ CoMMERCE, Hongkong.

(COLONIAL SECRETARY's OFFICE,
Hoxeroxg, 23rd July, 1903.
S1r,—With reference to the concluding paragraph of my letter of
the 2nd instant, I am directed to niake the following observations on the

suggestions referred to in the last paragraph of your letter of the 25th
ultimo.

2. There does not appear to be any practical advantage to be gained
by establishing additional Signal Stations at Cape Collinson and Green
Island.

There is no telegraph to either of these places nor direct communie-
ation by telephone, and it is probable that a vessel which missed the
signal at Blackhead’s Hill would miss it at the proposed Stations owing
to the time taken up in transmitting the information. Moreover, inform-

ation by telephone is liable to error and the signals could not be verified
from the Observatory.
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3. T am to invite the attention of the Chamber to Government
Notification No. 445 of 25th October, 1890, which has never been
abrogated. It contains the following under the head of Meteorological
Signals :—

«“ Masters of vessels who regularly send their observations to the
“(Observatory may whenever necessary call at the Telegraph Company’s
“(Office in Queen’s Road and send telegrams to the Observatory asking
“for special information without charge. Such enquiries may also be
“sent from the Police Station at Kowloon Point, which is connected
“with the Observatory through a telephone line.” This Notification
will be reprinted in a new Typhoon Signal Notice, the words underlined
in red ink being omitted and the following words substituted :—“and or
their Agents.” This arrangement appears to he all that is necessary
and involves no additional expenditure.

4. Observations from Hainan are supposed to be received twice
daily from the Tmperial Maritime Customs Authoritiex at Hoihow, but
they rarely arrive in time to be of use. Repeated representations have
been made in the matter. The fault appears to lie with the Chinese
Telegraph Officials who are responsible for forwarding the messages.
Fresh representations are now being made.

5. Observations are telegraphed twice daily from the various
Stations by which the Observatory is supplied with information. The
morning observations are received between 9.30 and 11.30 a.M. and
the afternoon ones between 4.00 and 7.00 p.yr. Tt is not possible to make
any better arrangement.

6. The Observatory is well equipped and the Aecting Director
reports that he has never known an application for new and improved
Meteorological Instruments to be refused.

7. With regard to the publication of information offered by other
Observatories, T am to refer you to the remarks contained in paragraphs
3 and 4 of my letter of the 31st July last.—I have, &c.,

F. H. MAY, Colonial Secretary.
The Becretary, GENERAL ('HAMBER oF CoMMERCE, Hongkong.
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Reduced Telegram Rates to Europe and Australia.

T EastirNy EXTENSION AUSTRALASIA AND
('HINA TrrLrerarH CoMPANY, LIMITED.
Tue Guear NorrHERN TELEGRAPH
Compaxy, Limiren.
Hoxeroxa Statron, July 7th, 1903,
Dear Sig,—1I have to inform you, for the information of your
Committee, that, from the 15th instant, the rate per word charged on
telegrams to Europe (except Russia and Caucasus) will be reduced from
Fex. 7.00 to Fes. 5.50 and the currency rate, which is subject to
revision, will be reduced from $3.35 to $2.55.—We are, &c.,
J. M. BECK,

Superintendent.

The Secretary, Hoxarkoxe GENERAL ('HAMBER OF (OMMERCE.
&2

Conveyance of the China and Australian Mails by the
Trans-Siberian Railway.

The railway communication between Russia in Europe and Dalny
in the Asian-Pacific is already influencing the British Postmaster-General
in London, the Right Hon. Austen Chamberlain, M.P., to favour
sending the British mailx to ('hina by that route, and public despatches
state that he is negotiating with the Trans-Siberian Railway authorities
with regard thereto. The postal service between FEurope and the Far
East will, in time, be entirely monopolized by this railway, and to a
great extent the passenger service also.

The British-Australian mail contracts with the P. & O. and Orient
Steamship Companies for the present weekly oversea rervice expires in
December, 1904, and the London postal authorities, in view of the
overland mail service to China, and the early construction of the Central
Australian Railway in completion of the Adelaide-Port Darwin trans-
continental line, propose not to extend the present sea service contracts
for more than three years, hecause a quicker means of communication
between England and Australin might then Le available by the land
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routes across Asia and Australia, linked by a fast steamer scrvice
hetween Canton or Hongkong and Port Darwin. As this change in
mail routes and quick traffic will prove a welcome hoon to travellers
hetween Burope and Australia, the Council of the North Australian
League (Melbourne) unanimously passed the following resolution at
its meeting on the 25th day of May, 1903 :— :

Resolution.

Whereas, the electric cable and steam communication have brought
Australia into nearer relations and greater sympathy with the interests
of His Majesty’s Government in London, and with other members of
the Empire, than they were in the remote times prior to these facilities
for intercourse, and the more improved transport is accomplished it
acts in promotion of more rapid mails, and creates new resources for
the direct line of connection with the countries thus joined.

And whereas, intense interest is focussed in the Trans-Siberian
railway now approaching completion, as offering probabilities of
increased intercourse within the Empire, and the formation of com-
mereial connections with the Far East, in the assured certainty of the
more rapid multiplication of maritime connection between the Asian
terminus of the line and Port Darwin as promotive of quicker com-
munication between Australia and Great Britain than the present sea

service to the Southern ports, viw Suez or the Cape.

J
And whereas, the Council of the NorTH AUSTRALIAN LEAGUE

(MrrBOURNE) affirms its belief in the practicability of the Trans-Siberian
railway as another key to Australia through Port Darwin, and has
observed with feelings of rapt admiration and deep thoughtfulness the
published cable news in Australia of the disposition of His Majesty’s
Imperial Postmaster-Greneral, the Right Hon. Austen Chamberlain,
M.P., to negotiate for the despatch of British mails to China by the
Trans-Siberian line, which embraces a policy affording an example and
an incitement to the Australian (‘ommonwealth Government to support,
by stimulating the authorised railway connection between the South and
Port Darwin to take advantage as quickly as possible of this new postal
and quick traffic route between Europe and the Arsian—l‘aciﬁci Ocean, an
object which deserves and demands prompt and careful consideration.

Resolved. that a record he placed on the Council minutes of this
League expressing the Council’s appreciation of the action of the Right
Hon. Austen Chamberlain, M.P., Tmperial Postmaster-General in Lond-
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] '” on, for h;"‘.’mi tf‘lfe'} the first practical step to forv.vard t.hﬁ present | in the immediate history of Far East and Australia, will prove such an
, E|. \w Movement it husiialin of preparing the way for quicker intercourse ' important factor in the domestic traffic across the Australian Continent
' MI' | Lietween Austruh::and G‘rre;}t’B bt by thy Trans—beel:u.m Railway, as to make it desirable, if not certain, that the completion of the line to
p .‘ ‘M 11'1a.smuch as Ml L hambex:]mn s lll'Oposal. to send the British mails to Port Darwin should before long be undertaken.”
| "J”\ il China by this railway will be of the highest collective and individual b . )
‘ Ii ‘iul‘l‘ \r| advantage to all of His Majesty’s possessions in the Far Bast and the N.B.—Since the above paragraph appeared in the FEngineer, !;he
1 ﬁ w Pacific, as tending to preserve harmony in our political and commercial South Australian Government has called for bids for the construction
“\N "' ‘ relations with Russia, which in the Pacific are destined to become closer _ of the Central Australian section, to complete the line from sea to sea.
1. ‘.‘-}', “’ every day. And that copies of this resolution be transmitted to the Tenders are to be sent to the South Australian R_ailwuys GOIHmiSSi?ﬂ@l’,
| "' l‘ hi Right Hon. Austen Chamberlniu, M.P., the Prime Minister (Sir ] at.AdeIaude, on or befor.e May %nd, 1904. Copies of the Lam.i Girant
i !.‘i II#U“‘!: Edmund B:u't.on) of the Australian Commonwealth, the Premiers of a BlII.am? all available information on the route may be obtained on
i{ il e South Australia and New Zealand, the foreign Consuls in Melbourne : application to the NorTH AvsrrALIAN Leacur, Melbhourne.
" Ml (for transmission to their Governments), and to the press, ‘
' | ‘
I,i M' - In name and by authority of the Council of the North Australian : =
| B \ | League (Melbourne). | Ry ;
| B ‘ ‘ 2 ! ; ; . Election of Representative to Legislative Council.
O | ‘ G. R. MMixy, C.E., President. | ;

GovERNMENT HoUSE,

".‘ J. J. RENDLE, Secretary.
|
Ll Hoxerong, 4th August, 1903.

Ordered to be printed and circulated by the Sectional Committee

]y
| Ik | “'."l of the League charged with the publicity of affairs in connection with ) Str,—I have the honour to inform you that I have granted a year’s
! I J H| | the co_nstruction of !:he. ‘Central fd&ustrnlian Land-grant Railway, on the - k leave of absence to Mr. R. SHEWAN, Member of the Legislative Council,
] }' Adelaide-Port Darwin Transcontinental. B with effect from the 5th instant. T have therefore to request you to be
- V\ | G. R. M‘Mixw, C.E. (Chairman),) Transcontinental . good enough to call a Mee'ting of the Chamber as early ‘as cctnvenifmt
j | ‘ ‘ V. L. Soromox (8.A.) M.H.R. = | Railway N with a view to the nomination of a temporary Member of Council during
| g D((,‘-ommoixjwea]th parliament), ¢ (Svctional y Mr. SHEWAN's absence.—I have, &e.,
\ e veaLh LitTig |  Committee. '
| l i J. J. RENDLE (Secretary), J | HENRY A. BLAKE,
N'\‘ | Melbourne, June, 1st 1903 4 (Fovernor, §e.
il T e e itk _
| . fy ' ; T i Hongkong.
‘ | The London Fngineer of May, 1902, in referring to this new route SOE e Gl UGG o (Ol oREN e
‘. | between England and Australia by the Trans-Siberian Railway, says:— 1
li 'i- “Nearly 10,000 miles of the new route hetween Adelaide, Melbourne, | B Hoxerone GENERAL CHAMBER OF (OMMERCE,
I:l} “!l‘ I Sydney, Brixbane, and London, is covered by railway. The recognised | % ] HoxcroxG, 12th August, 1903.
l]‘ i e Opents for semious. RfiG ot thd gnd of 1003, ind there seont/ o 5 Siz,—I have the honour to announce, for the information of His =
|I‘ [ d\ reason to doubt it will give easier, and eheapc?r traftic than present by % Excellency the Governor, that at a Special General Meeting of the
i \‘\ the all-wa.t:er r-oute. Its existence as a competing 1:‘0‘1“‘ may be delayed o Chamber, held at 3.30 p.m. to-day, Mr. H. E. PorLock, k.c., was elected
,‘}‘ 'J' . ‘ L for v:rant of railway tl_'a“SPOl’_t to the gateway, U5, Al other words, from 1 by 63 votes to 54 for Mr. E. A. Hewert, as the Chamber’s nominee for
|r | .1" ‘the bou.ther’n Ausffrahan calfltﬂls to Port Darwin ; but, nevertheless, the | the seat at the Legislative Council rendered vacant by the absence on
. H i ‘ great Siberian Railway, which is destined to play a most prominent part s leave of Mr, ROBERT SHEWAN,
il ! i
|
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In connection with the above nomiuation. | heg to hand vou the
following papers: — :
1. A copy of the notice convening the meeting.
2. A list of the Members present who recorded their votes.

3. The names of the Candidates and those of their proposers
and seconders.—1I have, &ec.,

A. R. LOWE, Secretary.
Honourable F. H. May, oM.a., Colonial Secretary.

Notice. :
The Hongkong General Chamber of Commerce.

A Special General Meeting of the Members will be held on
Wednesday, 12th August, 1903, at 3.30 p.m. in the Chamber Room,
City Hall, to nominate a Member of the Chamber to take the place in
Legislative Council of the Hon. RoBerT SHEWAN, who has been granted
a year’s leave of absence.

Notice in writing of the names of Candidates, and of their Proposers
and Seconders, to be lodged with the Secretary at least 48 hours before

the time appointed for holding the Greneral Meeting.

By order,
A. R. Lowg, Secretary.
Hongkong, 6th August, 1903.

Names of the Candidates and of their Proposers and Seconders.

Mr. D. R. Law proposed
Mr. N. A. Siess seconded

Mr. H. E. PorLLocCR, K.C.

Mr. J. H. Lewis proposed
Mr. E. W. MircHELL seconded

Mr. E. A. HEWE—’]‘T.

Result of the Ballot:— Votes.
Mr. He B POTLOOE, Ki0s iivviivsasessnmssvass 63
0 Gl BN S e i B A TR SR 2 Wi 54
Majority for H. . PoLLocCE,...... 9
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List of Members present who recorded their Votes.
Members. Ltepresentative.

deerd o Or R G AT e e o Bl syt e H. Schumacher.
B Brewath ik cci svvs et b tine b sisamis R aun s ekl Paul Brewitt.
R 1o S MO I TSI - R Wm. Danby.
BE 5 Dy BOrjor, - b s otstietis s tocaiis etsss D. 8. Dady Baurjor.
Fvng W GhuB,. ot thiavsasive e Fung Wa Chuen.
G Y O e e R A. G. Gordon.
e e Y e AP D. Haskell.
HO 00 S s i et e e e e st e s Ho Fook.
I TRTOPCHEr o S S ey o S Pl gt T P oS Dr. Jordan.
B Katlaurin, « i wvscsissvin et v sasaiin E. Kadoorie.
L el o b T e G. P. Lammert.
Soad Sl B R E R RO el R TR S el A. R. Marty.
d o Re Michmels, - onioive el edidion vivste J. R. Michael.
He, M NEMAzee: vt iarieseiassis H. M. H. Nemazee.
e RV N bles eyt Sevat Sl i by . (DL Dr. J. W. Noble.
H B Pollogk K0 i i cacinns soiis o ben b H. E. Pollock, x.c.
B Bav, Lo esanisistesnumsiiies sovat dvads E. C. Ray.
IMERS S ncenon M. skey te sibe S el M. 8. Sassoon.
G MO0 o srim i o N A b e et s G. (. Moxon.
Ao Mo Arienr & Oy it A. V. Apear.
Arnhold, Karherg #i (300, i deenssnnsionnssosers B. Goetz.
Wi Batley & Coie voiins i oinasn s W. 8. Bailey.
B ancar i (o] oo doe SN R T 0 S ) Geo. Banker.
Benjamin, Kelly & Potls; i vesiisnondonscarons P, O, Fotta:
1 Blackhead & Clow ool iviises s vevss K. Stockhausen.
Braler @100, % dthi e e il L e A. Macgowan.
BN R H e TR S io s LU wd et e D. R. Law.
Caldbeck, Macgregor & Co., veuviniiviinansaraies E. W. Mitchell.
Carlowits & (0o soih i hitine tonse e bt mupmnsss H. Schubart.
{awasee Patanjea:& o, «oiitviilosrimasmios S. D. Setna.
ol Bavid &Cols ook iireain il te k. 0. . Ellis.
Deacon & Hastings, ......cocvu.e. TR S - ¢ J. Hastings.
Deiye' & Bowlew, vuisscatiodiaivambasasaaraskios F. B. L. Bowley.
e o L s e e on B O P P H. W. Slade.
(S S ST LT e O e e S o e A. Finke.
Gtz e o BT S L S e P e G. Brusse.

Biirghes & Hongly fotlvitiiinmaiie sesvinvanss by, T. ¥. Hough.
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Ji D Humphreys & Son, ...oecommensecibisis. s H. Humphreys.
W G Humphreys& €0, v wamivnimesss W.'G. Humphreys.
JeiDe Butehison & ok, vomvss iz Srnney W. M. Watson.
Jardine; Matheson & €10., woevioerecineeeiiaiiinss Heon. €. W. Dickson.
o EHme G e R L P Ve N B H. Jessen.
Johnson, Stokes & Master, ... H. J. Gedge.
e i e o e v R e e C. W. Longuet.
L R0 g THDIE, oo vensvepsinssarsss ssnnis sainsons Ii Pek.
Donnlas Lapraik & 00, vt J. H. Lewis.
Laines :Cleawtord & Co.,, horisserisasiniemsraerasss F. (. Wilford.
banta, Wepeterads (o o ovemmmrsmmenronsereonts G. Focke,
b Lietiviine G006, - nusmsvsmssvsviviven A. E. Meurer.
Iinsteat & Dands cooniiaeivissh svmaviosnidsinses F. Maitland.
4 E IR T S N TN S A. M. Beattie.
Lutgens, Einstmann & Co.,...c.ccocvvevieenen.. . Lo M. H. Boisseree.
McEwen, Frickel & Co., +....... e e ...A. Moir.
Melizegor Brog. & GoW., comvrrsibrssnerrmmpsesss E. H. Hinds.
MAChER B 00, <o lavtmeidimisihyissys vy O. Michelau.
M avaiids (00w v s m sora s s e J. G. Schriter.
WinMeverinle & @00 i ceisirdsrons spssss dorn (.. Mitell.
Monnsey: 85 Bruton, Jesicomssmmimspasensi G. K. H. Brutton.
15 Babaney & 00, canainsimriimmsosisimiin A. Rahim.
Pupehird, Tovwtiier § Coaneboiniemresmrnr o W. Kidd.
Ridaeker & Cou, coe v buvensimvessvssis s R. Marten.
Reinside Co sl ek el e H. K. Tomkins.
Aex Rova & Tz, v ovdicnnsd Lo L Rt R e . H. Thompson.
ROZALT0 &6 Q0 sesthevmaimns vnnnesasn iy s a J. J. Leiria.
ST (o e T e e S A, Becker,
I B Sassoon &1 Lo i s snveedias A. J. Raymond.
Shewan, Tonres &i005 oo .C. A. Tomes.
o T T T R o el T N. A. Siebs.
H BRotE& 015 wmmnivoibin wniimm o as H. Skott.
Blewarh Brow s s s s s o G Stewart.
Pabde Gt T e e o e K. D. Mistry.
Trner & Lol cvme vosmvin O R R. C. Wilcox.
Ve &S mvER, csvesneiiisesies St F. Smyth.
R R T R VO SR U SO SN S Ty W. Melchers,
ety Wieking: & Cou cuscmermsissn e W.:(. Drew.
Lrodnard & DouRlag,. s sk F. D. Goddard.
I B Bt i e iy e A. A. H. Botelho, Jr.
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The Agency :(—

Pacific Mail Steamship Co., veevveernnns

QOccidental & Oriental Steamship (jo.,.}E. W. Tilden.

Tovo Kisen Kaishi, b cuvven dossvevs vess _
Banque de I'Indo-Chine., covueveeieninarrnanans . Meyer.
Canadian Pacific Railway Co., Ltd.,....coceuiis D. E. Brown,
(Canton Insurance Office, Lid., ..vvvivvuininenss G. T. Veitch.
Chartered Bank of India Australia & China., T. P. Cochrane.
China Export, Import & Bank Co., oovvivenns J. Wahlen,
China Tire Tnsurance Co., Ltd., covviiiiiniinnns G. L. Tomlin.
China Merchants” Steam Navigation Co., ....Chan Hewan.
China Sugar Refining Co., Ltd., ..ccccivinnnne Hon. . W. Dickson.
Compagnie des Messageries Maritimes, ....... G. de Champeaux.
David Sassoon & Co., [td., coreinnrnnosesiranss E. Shellim.
Deutsche Asiatische Bank, ...covvvuieraiiians o Ho Suter.
Dodwell & Cos, Titd., sesiesnivressvms mnieassns BE. S. Whealler.
East Asiatic Trading Co., covesvussonsenrirnneass G. Harling.
Eastern Extension, Australasia & China

Telegraph €0y, covsmrersscnsonrsnarssnesenss J. M. Beck.
Edwards, Piry & Co, Ltd., «ovveveivininninnenns F. Edwards.
Green Tsland Cement (o, Litd.,.cevnsririvarenias N. H. Rutherford.
Guaranty Trust Co., of New York., «.cceevwvio . Il Giros.
Hamburg Amerika Linie.,..ccoooiiiiiin. Behn.
Hungkong & China Gas Co., Litd,. covisieiseviss J. Curry.
Hongkong Fire Insurance Co., Ltd...ovvenennns G. T. Veitch.
Hongkong & Kowloon Whart & Godown

(G SRR TR b B L R. J. Macgowan.
Hongkong Land Investment & Agency Co.,

Db sy tisomenimsisaswsinsimsnie by na g msnigives A. 8. Hooper.

Hongkong Rope Manufacturing Co., Ltd., ...R. Henderson,
Hongkong & Shanghai Banking Corporation.,J. R. M. Smith.

Hongkong & Whampoa Dock Co., Ltd., ...... W.B. Dizon.
Imperial Bank of China, ..ocvccieiiiiiiiinn... E. W. Rutter.
International Banking Corporation, ............C. R. Scott.
Miteni Buasan ISaisha,. ol eoisnimsgsontipyes J. Nahamaru.
National Bank of China, Ltd., coveviirvencrannens H. Pinckney.
Nippon Yusen Kaisha., oovienviiviiinnenniinn. T. 8. Takayanaji.
Peninsular & Oriental 8. N. Co., cevvvvivnnnenns E. A. Howett.
Russo-Chinese Bank, seisvivvessisvnsvmsvsnsvaisees J. W. R. Taylor.

Shell Transport & Trading Coueresrissennasesse Ko Goetz.
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Sperry Flour Co., of San Francisco, ..........W. 8. Allen.
Standard Oil Co., of New York, ...c.cvuveneenn W. B. Walker.
Watking & Cas Titd,y oo 8 s v vesnee o G. A. Watkins.
Yokohama Specie Bank., .......... N SR T. Hodsumi.
Ewens & Harston, fuie s suesssimssscmsva s va J. 8. Harston.
Bibb, Livingeton & Qo svmeamimismuises A. G. Wood.
IEotal) o rosiiensvo tne s annainss 117

Members who have not recorded their Votes.

- 8ir C, P. Chater, c.m.6.

Mr. C. L. Gorham.
»» Ho Tung.
» H. N. Mody.
» A. H. Rennie.
» A. G. Stokes.
» K. H. Sharp, K.c.

Messrs. Ming Kee Hong.
»  N. Mody & Co.
»  H. Price & Clo.
. Reuter, Brockelmann & Clo.
»  Smith, Bell & Co.
.  British Ameriean Tobacco Co., Ld.
.+ China Commercial S. 8. Co.
»  China Traders’ Insurance Co., Ld.
- Chun On Fire Insurance Co., Ld.
.. Hongkong Caunton & Macuo 3. B. Co., Ld.
.»  Mercantile Bank of India, Ld.
»  Osaka Shosen Kaisha.

» Shin On 8. 8. Co., Ed.

». Tai Shing Paper Manufacturing Co., Ld.

s> Union Insurance Society of Canton, Ld.
Wilkinson, Heywood & Clark, Ld.
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A Special General Meeting of the Hongkong General Chamber of
Commerce was held yvesterday afternoon in the Chamber Room, City
Hall, to nominate a Member of the Chamber to take the place in the
Legislative (ouncil of the Hon. R. SHEWAN, who has been granted a
year’s leave of absence. Mr. B. A, HEWETT, Chairman, presided over a
large attendance. :

The Secrrrary (Mr. A. R. Lowe) read the notice calling the
meeting.

The CuHATRMAN read a letter dated 4th instant from H.E. Sir HeNry
BLAKE, Governor, intimating that the Hon. R. SHEWAN had been granted
a year’s leave of absence and asking that a meeting of the Chamber be
called to nominate a Member of the Chamber to take his place on the
Legislative Council.

On the motion of the CmairMaN, seconded by Mr. D. R. Law,
Messrs. T. P. CocHRANE and J. GbosMAXN were appointed scrutineeers.

The CHAIRMAN, having explained the conditions concerning the
speaking and voting, called on the proposer of the first nomination.

Mr. D. R. Law said:—Mr, Chairman and Gentlemen,—I have
‘much pleasure in proposing Mr. Pollock, K.c., as the Chamber’s
representative in the Legislative Council during Mr. Shewan’s absence.
I do so with every confidence, being sure that we could not make a
better selection, and T trust, gentlemen, that you will share my views
and give him your support. Without for a single minute desiring to
detract from the undoubted suitability in many ways of Mr, Hewett, T
should just like to point out hriefly in what respects Mr. Pollock has, in
my opinion, many advantages to recommend him to your suffrages.
His long residence here, and his intimate knowledge of all public matters,
combined with the fact that he has always taken a very keen interest in
everything relating to the public weal, renders him peculiarly suitable
for a seat in the Legislative Council. He may not be so well acquainted
with commercial details as Mr. Hewett, but I venture to suggest to you
that, considering Mr. Pollock’s long acquaintance with business matters
brought under his observation professionally, he has a sufficiently
accurate general knowledge of commercial methods to make it worth
our while to secure his services, And, when we come to consider his
undoubted ability as a lawyer, coupled with his long service as Acting
Attorney-General, none of us can help admitting that therein he possesses
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a distinct advantage over his opponent, an advantage which I beg you
to consider whether it would not he wise to procure in our own interests
as well as in those of the general community. You must remember,
gentlemen, that in discussing the appointment of a representative we
have to consider the functions of the Legislative Council. It exists
principally, as you are all aware, for the making of laws, and who could
be better able than Mr. Pollock, with his legally trained mind, to
protect and fight fearlessly for the interests committed by us to his
care? Gentlemen, I take .it that you desire to secure the services of a
representative who will voice your views in the Councils of this Colony.
If this be so, I can confidently appeal toyon to support Mr. Pollock.
He is willing to come to you at critical times and ask your advice on all
matters. that relate to your interests, and urge them with all the power
and ability that you so well know he possesses. Do not be carried away
by the ery “Let us have a business man, a shipping man, to represent us.”
Let us choose the best man. Use your matured judgment in consider-
ing this important question, and support Mr. Pollock, the candidate who
is most likely to serve your interests, and through his influence with
the Government secure from time to time the legislation you consider
desirable in the interests of the Colony. (Applause.) Gentlemen, I will
not detain you longer. T leave the issue of this election confidently in
your hands, resting satisfied that you will exercise that sound judgment
for which the business men of Hongkong are already noted. (Applause.)

Mr. N. A. SiEBs seconded.

Mr. J. H. Lewis said:—Mr. Chairman and Gentlemen,—We have
listened with much interest to Mr. Law’s eloquent speech in advocating
the election of Mr. Pollock. 1 quite agree with what Mr. Law says
with regard to Mr. Pollock’s qualifications as a legal adviser, but I
maintain that what we want as the representative in the Legislative
Council of a commercial body is a commercial man (Hear, Hear and
Applause), a man who is practically a merchant and who is in daily and
continual touch with merchants, T think we want the very best mans
but with all due deference to Mr. Pollock I do not think he will be the
best man.  We know what Mr. Hewett can do working for the general
community. He is able, he is willing, and he takes a Learty interest in
his work; and I think that if we elect him to represent the Chamber of
Commerce on the Legislative Council we shall have a member fearless
and able to represent us and advocate our interests, I have much
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pleasure in proposing Mr, Hewett as our repr esentative on the Legislative
Council.  (Applause.) '

Mr. B. W. Mrrengnt said:—Mr. Chairman and Gentlemen,—The
members of this Chamber of Commerce must congratulate themselves on
having two =uch men as Mr. Pollock and Mr. Hewett willing to represent
us on the Legislative Couneil.  They ave both able men, both energetie,
and both candidates have the troe interests of the Colony at heart. We
are here to-day to sclect one of these gentlemen to represent us. 1
have no hesitation in saying that I shall give my vote to Mr. Hewett,
hecause, like Ifr. Lewis, T feel we ought to have a commercial man to
represent a commercial body. (Hear. Hear.) That ix the first consider-
ation. Mr. Hewett is not only very well versed in the general
commereial questions of the Iar East, but he has also a =ound and
practical knowledge of municipal work. There, gentlemen, you have
the two combined. To my idea that is the ideal man to be on the
Legislative (founcil.  We elected him, at the last annual meeting, on
the committee of thiz Chamber. That committee elected him  their
chairman, Surely that proves that we have every confidence in Mr.
Hewett. Let us extend that confidence and elect him as our repre-
sentative to the Legislative Council. T beg to secand Mr. Lewis's
motion.  (Applaunse.)

The ('HatrMax next ealled on other members to address the meeting.
As none offered to speak, he ealled on the eandidates.

Mr. Porrock, who was received with applause. said: - Gentlemen,
—About three day= ago, when I was first informed that there was to he
a vacancy in the Legislative Counneil for a representative from the
Chamber of Commerce owinz to the approaching departure of M:.
Shewan from this (folony, 1 determiaed to put myself forward as a
candidate for the post in view of the fact that I was urged to do so hy
influential gentlemen vepresenting vour commercial community.  If it
had not heen for the fact that T was arged Ly these gentlemen to come
forward to contest the seat in the Couneil, [ certainly should not have
been bold enough on my own initiative to have done so.  Well, gentle-
men, as [ said, I determined some three days ago, after I bad heard that
Mr. Shewan was about to leave the Ceolony, to stand for this zeat, and
on the very first day I was met with news of a somewhat disquieting,
somewhat discouraging, charvacter, hoeau=e 1 was informed that for zome
weels past—two or three weeks past, at all events—gentlemen had heen
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canvassing for Mr. Hewett. and that it was practically hopeless for me
to stand for the seat at this time, becaunse, T was told the majority of
your votes had been promised to Mr. Hewett, Well, gentlemen, that
did not discourage me, for when I came to review the matter I was
satisfied that there were certain gentlemen amongst you who might not
unnaturally have expressed themselves as unanimous to vote for Mr.
Hewett under the impression that he was the only candidate likely to
come forward, and T felt certain also that when vou heard another
candidate was coming forward vou would carefully reconsider the
matter, and you would, as it is your bounden duty to do, weigh as
carefully the respective merits of each candidate hreught before you.
[ felt certain that vou, as gentlemen of business, would not hastily
make up your minds on a matter of this importance, but that vou would
very anxiously go into the question of the respective capabilities of the
respective candidates.  Well now, gentlemen, I humbly submit to you
that, having regard to the fact that your representative in the Legislative
C'ouncil is required to sit there in a legislative capacity, I, as T have
submitted in my manifesto, am entitled to your suffrages. 1 have here
an “Ixpress™ which was issued to-day—I suppose it was meant to be
humorous—which reads - “An ounce of practical experience is worth a
ton of trained legal mind.” (Laughter.) Well, gentlemen, what is the
practical experience which you require from the gentleman who is to
represent you in a legislative capacity upon the Council? The practical
experience which yvou require from that gentleman is practical experience
in the drafting of legislative measures. (A voice: No.) You want a
representative who has knowledge of what is the intended purpose of
such measures and such amendments and such alterations in the law as
may be brought forward by the Government. (Hear, Hear, and
Applause.) Surely, gentlemen, it Mr. Hewett, from his experience in
municipal matters, may be said to possess an ounce of practical ex-
perience, 1 think [ may fairly claim, owing to the fact that for three
years [ acted as Attorney-treneral, to have a hundredweight of such
experience, (A voice: No.) Mr. Brown says No; he has heen a very
energetic canvasser on hehalf of Mr. Hewett, gentlemen, as you are
aware. (Laughter, during which Mr. Brown exclaimed: Nothing of
the sort.) T congratulate him upon his activity, but I think, gentlemen,
you will be able by your votes to discount that activity, (Renewed
langhter.) It must be obvious to all of you that in =0 far as commercial
experience is vequired Mr. Hewett is superior to myself, but surely,
gentlemen, nene of vou will contend that in the event of any commereial
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matter coming up in the Council, T should not he able to obtain such
particulars and instructions from your committee ax would enable me to
intelligently and fully discusx in the (‘ouncil such commercial matters
as require to be discussed.  (Applause.) I <hould certainly, gentlemen,
upon such matters consult your committee, and the committee \}'oulti.
give me the best and fullest of their advice, and T should make use of
that advice in Council to further your interests. (Applause.) On the
other hand, gentlemen, what about practical legal experience? How is
it possible that Mr. Hewett can be supplied with practical legal ex-
perience here? I submit, gentlemen, it is impossible that he eould be
supplied with such legal experience as would enable him, very often on
the spur of the moment, ax has been seen, to speak on certain amend-
ments brought forward by the Government. I sat for a period of three
years in the Legislative Council as you will have noticed by my man-
ifesto, and thereby acquired an actual practical knowledge of the
ulrafti‘up; of laws ax well as of the procedure of the Legislative Council.
I will not keep you longer in this extremely trying heat, but will leave
this matter in vour own hands, and simply ask you, without fear. favour,
or affection, to give your votes to whichever of the two andidates, Mr.,
Hewett and myself, you think the more worthy of your suffrages.

(Applause.)

Mr. Hewrrr said:—Gentlemen,—We all know what it is to suffer
from wn wucwrals quart A hewre, and T must confess to my experiencing
something of the kind at the present moment in finding myself for the
first time in opposition to my very good friend, Mr. Pollock.  In coming
forward, however, and in offering my=elf as the representative of the
Chamber of Commerce on the Legislative Council, T do so in the belicf
that T am qualified fo act in this capacity. 1 would state that my com-
mereial training commenced 26 years ago, and nearly 23 years of these
have been passed in the leading business centres Letween here and
Yokohama. I think I may elaim therefore that I have a very good
general knowledge of the trade of the Far Hast.  In addition to thix my
ordinary business has kept me thoroughly in touch with the home trade
and also with our important interests in the Straits and India. Having
spent altogether some seven years in Hongkong, I have during the lus‘f
two years of my residence here been enabled to pick up the threads of
the various interests connected with the Colony, and T feel therefore
that T am justified in offering mysclf as the representative of this (‘hlzln}-
her on the Legislative Council.  As Mr. Pollock hax remarked, it is



extremely warm, and we do not wish to stay here a minute longer than
ix necessary.  But [ will only add that if you do me the honour of
electing me T shall do all in my power to further vour interests as far
as our relations with the Government are concerned.  (Applause.) We
will now proceed with the voting.

Balloting then proceeded, and when all the cards had heen handed
in and the votes counted, the result was anmonnced by the Coairyay as
follows s —

Mr. Pollock, 63 Mr. Hewett, 54.

The anmouncement was greeted with lond appluse, and when this
) 1
had subsided,

The Cmammyax saidi— Gentlemen, the result of this eleetion will be
communicated to H. . the Governor in due course. It now only
remains for the meeting to pass a vote of thanks to the serutineers,
(Applause.)

Mr. Porrock:—Gentlemen, I am much obliged to those who sup-
ported me, hut T consider myself particularly fortunate in having
succeeded in gaining the seat in the Legislative Couneil in view of the
tuct that 1 was opposed to a gentleman possessing such strong qualifi-
cations as my friend, Mr. Hewett.  (Applause.)

The Cuatryax sheok hands with My, Pollock, whom he congratu-
lated upon his election. and thereafter the meeting dispersed.

COLONTAL SECRETARYS Orricn,
Hoxeroxg, Lith August, 1903,
Sii,—1 am direeted to acknowledge the receipt of yonr letter of
the 12th instant, notifving that the Chamber has nominated My, H.E.
Povrock, K.e., for the seat on the Legislative Couneil temporarily vacant
by the absence of the Honourable R. G. Suewax on leave,

2. I am to state that His Excelleney the Governor has been pleased
to signily his approval of the nomination.—1I have, &c.,

. H. MAY, Colonial Secretary.

The Secretary, Guxprar Cuaymprr or Coxrener, Hongkong.

B ]
s

Imbecile Persons Introduction Ordinance, 1904.

PeNiNsvnar & ORIENTAL STEAM NAVIGATION (OMPANY,
Hoxakoxg, 15th January, 1904,

S, —Referring to the discussions which have taken place at the
Committee Meetings of the Chamber of Commerce with regard to the
Bill now before the Legislative Council entitiled “The Undesirable
Persons Introduction Ordinance™ T now beg to enclose for the inform-
ation of the Committee copy of a Petition addressed to H. E. the Ofhicer
Administering the Government prayving that the proposed Legislation
be abandoned.

The Petition in question has been unanimously signed by the
Shipping represented in the Colony.—I have, &e.,

EDBERT A. HEWETT,> Superintendent.

A. R, Lows, Iisq., Secretary, HoxaroxG GENERAL CHAMBER oF
COMMERCE.

Hongkong, 30th December, 1903.
To s Hecelleney
I, H. MAY, cot.

The Officer Administering the Government of Hongkong.

THE HUMBLE PETITION of the Undersigned representatives
of the various Shipping C‘ompanies in Hongkong,

Respectfully sheweth that the proposed Bill now before the Legis-
lative Council entitled “An Ordinance to provide for the Recovery of
Charges incurred by the Colony on account of certain undesirable
persons introduced into the Colony™ being in our opinion caleulated to
inflict undue hardship on the Trude of the Colony, it is desirable in the
interests of all those engaged in trade here that it be withdrawn.

In support of our petition we beg to lay before Your Excellency
the following facts, which we trust will, on full consideration, convinee
Your Excellency that while the proposed legislation is not really
necessary, it will, if brought into effect, prove a very real llﬂl‘dshi])—“
we may even assert an injustice—on the shipping engaged in trade
with this Colony.
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We glady recognise that the Government has during the discussion
in Couneil on the proposed Bill, shown readiness to consider the object-
ion= raised by the Unofficial Members not only in modifying the original
conditions of the Bill, but also in postponing a final decision in order to
allow the Chamber of Commerce, through their representative, to fully
state their objections fto the Bill.

Your Petitioners are in complete accord with the views of the
(‘ommittee of the Chamber of Clommerce in opposing the proposed legisla-
tion and now, therefore, wish to support that Committee by setting
forth their reasons for opposing the Bill.

In approching Your Excellency on the subject Your Petitioners
will take as their text the draft of the proposed Bill with amendments
as left in Clommittee at the last meeting of the Legislative Council held
on the 23rd instant, a copy of the Bill being attached hereto.

Your Petitioners would beg to direct attention to the fact that
before a lunatie, idiotic or imbecile person can be landed from a vessel
the consent of a certain Government Official must be obtained.

There is noting to show that this official is obliged to give permis-
sion for the person in question to be landed, and it would appear, there-
fore, that should permission be withheld, the master of a vessel may be
compelled to keep the person in question in custody, and in the
ordinary prosecution of his voyage to convey him to another port,
perhap- fur distant; thus rendering himself liable not only to heavy
expense but also perhaps to a claim hn damages through foreibly taklll"‘
a person to =ome port to which he does not wish to proceed.

Your Petitioners would further submit that a vessel even nnder
the most favourable conditions is not the proper place for the confine-
ment of a lunatic or person requiring special care and restraint, and
that the master of a vessel should therefore have full right to land such
a person at Hongkong at any time. ‘The question as to the expenses
incurred is & matter which could subsequently be settled between the
Master and the Government,

Your Petitioners recognise that while lunatics or imbeciles are
occasionally carried on board vessels as passengers under special arran-
gement, cases may arise where it is found necessary to land these people

Lere. Under such conditions the master of the vessel or her owners or
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agents will presumably have in the first place protected themselves
against possible loss in such an eventuality ; hut Your Petitioners natu-
rally view with alarm the further liability which the proposed legisla-
tion contemplates placing upon the shipping trade in cases where such
an arrangement has not been made.

It is true that this liability will not fall upon the vessel if it can be
proved that the person became insane after embarkation ; but who is to
fix the exact point or time at which a person ceases to he sane?

Some of Your Petitioners have recent knowledge of cases, which
can be quoted, where passengers who were known, or suspected hy their
friends of being either insane or verging on such a state, have been
placed on hoard vessels without any intimation of the fact being given
to the agents or master of the vessels, and it was only after these
unfortunate people had given signs of insanity that inquiry has proved
that they were of unsound mind at the time of embarkation.

In these cireumstances, under the proposed Bill the ship owner or
master would be responsible up to the sum of $5,000 for such a person’s
expenses,

It may be granted that in some cases the expenses mighti possibly
he pdrtmll\ recovered, but to attempt this would involve great trouble
and additional expense npon the ship. coupled with the uncertainty of
ultimate suceess.

Your Petitioners would further beg to direct Your Excellency’s
attention to the fact that, it such O]JJe(‘l‘,IOHa may he raised when dealing
with passengers of nationalities other than Chinese, these d1ﬂ1(,111t19-
with regard to the Chinese traffic must he greatly ac (,t‘nhmted

It is estimated that something ]ike two million Chinese come into
the Colony every year.

It would he absolutely impossible to attempt anything like a satis-
factory or reliable medical inspection of such a number of people, and
yet this is the only equitable way to carry out the proposed legislation.
The expense of the necessary staff would alone prove an insuperable
objection, and indeed the idea of such an examination with a view to
preventing the arrival in Hongkong of Chinese infected with buhonie
plague was abandoned solely on that ground.




(138 )
S

There are other, and, from a business point of view, equally cogent
reazons, which could be brought forward against <uch a system, among
which might be adduced the following :—

No medical inspection would presumably be made of the enormous
number of fishing and trading junks which ave daily entering the
waters of this Colony, and Your Petitioners would therefore venture to
submit that it would be unjnst to attempt to control the Chinese traffic
by foreign vesselx while native craft are exempt from such supervision,

To hold a shipowner or shipmaster liable for expenses incurred
through unwittingly hringing a Chinese lunatic into the Colony under
the existing conditions of the passenger traffic would, Your Petitioners
submit, be inflicting a great and unmerited hardship which if enforeed
would result in zeviously crippling that hranch of commerce upon which
the prosperity of this Colony and every component part thereof most
vitally depends.

Your Petitioners, even assuming the onus of proof that a certain
imbecile or lunatic arrived in the Colony by a particular vessel would
rest with the Government, regard with concern the responsibilities
which may be thus unjustly forced upon vessels, in consequence of the
ease which Chinese evidence can be produced and the impossibility of
the shipowner or master controverting such evidence, owing to the
want of any record or photograph by which to identify the passengers
actually carried.  To establish and maintain such a record wounld he
a most expensive if not absolutely impracticable measure.  Your
Petitioners therefore respectfully urge npon Your Excellency that under
the existing Merchant Shipping Act and the local Vagrant Act (No. 25
of 1897) the Government of the Colony is fully protected against the
unlawful introduction into Hongkoag by shipmasters of destitutes and
undesirables, and subpit that the present proposed legislation iz not
required in the interests of the taxpayers of the Colonvy, while if car-
ried into effect it could not fail to seriously injure the untrammelled
Chinese passenger traffic on which Hongkong so greatly depends.

Your Petitioners consider that, if it he decided that it is absolutely
necessary to legislate in the proposed direction, the public interest
would be suthiciently safeguarded by the institution of a fine, say of
$500, against the master or owners of a vessel importing a lunatic,
idiotic or imbecile person other than of Chinese nationality into the
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Colony without permission of the Government. Your Petitioners also
consider that C'hinese should be excluded from the scope of the Bill
altogether, as it i manifestly impossible to deal with them, and they
further understand that the Hongkong Government never lave any
difficulty in arranging with the (‘hinese Government to receive such
persons of that nationality as it may be desirable to deport.

Your Petitioners would venture to remind Your Excellency that
the care of the destitute insane is one of the duties of a Government,
and would with all due respect submit that if by chance an izolated
caze oceurs and a non-resident thus becomes a charge on the rates, on
the other hand it should be borne in mind that large sums are annually
spent in the Colony by visitors whos= presence here so largely conduces
to its prosperity.

Your Petitioners therefore trust that Your Excellency, after giving
this our Petition caveful consideration, will agree to withdraw the
proposed Bill.

And Your Petitioners will ever pray.
KEoerrr A, Hewerr,

Superintendent,
Peninsular & Oriental Steam Navigation o,

Jarpixn, Matnesony & (lo.,
Geneval Managers,
Indo-China Steam Navigation ('o., Ld,
.-llm'nf.s‘, ‘ ]
Britizh India 8. N. Co., Ld.
Indra Line, Ld.
Asiatie 8. N, Co,, Tal.

BurrTerFisLd & SWiRE,
Agents.
* China Navigation ('o., Ld.
Ocean Steamship Co., Ld.
China Mutual Steamship Co., Ld.
Norddeutscher Lloyd—Orient Line.
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Gipe. Liveivastox & (o,
Agents,
Ben Line of fteamers.
Tastern & Australian 8, 8. (o, L,
SiemssEX & Co.
surwan Toues & Co.
General Muanagers.
(‘hina & Manila 8. 8. Co.. L
Generval Ageuts.
Ameriean & Asiatic 8, 8, Co.,
Agents,
Shirve Line.
Dopwenn & Co., L.
1. 8. WasarLer, Chief Manager.
(7 eneral Agents,
Northern Pacifie 8. 8. Clo,
Boston &, 8. Co.,
Boston Towhoat Co.
Mogul 8. 8. Co., Ld.
Barber Line Steamers,
John Warrack & (f0.7s Steamers,

For tur (axapiax Pactric Ramway Co.,
D, 3. Browx, eneral Agent.

Bravury & Cos
Managers,
“ Shan™ Steamers,

Agents.

. La Cie. I'rancaix de Cabotage des Mers de Chine.

Northern Steamship Co., of St. Petersburg.
Banan Steamship Co., Ld.

H. T. WILGRESS,
For the Portland & Asiatic 8, S, Co,

(aixva Commereiar, 8. 8. Co.,
J. S, Vax Burex, Superintendent

('18. TONKINOISE,
A, Marry,

(L)

G, DE UHAMPEAUX,
;llr]'e.uf,
Messageries Maritimes (o,
e MeGrigor Bros & Gow, 4
E. H. Hi~vps,
;iyents,
Glen Line.
Davip Sassoon & Co., L,
E. Suevniv, Manager,
Adgents.
Apear & Co.'s Calentta-Hongkon
Easr Astarze Travina Co.,

¢ Line.
G. Harvixg, General Manager.
Ngents,

Hanseatische Dampfter Company.

Menzell & Co.’s Steamers.

Owners of = Babelsbery™ § * Llita Nossack.”

For Mitset Burssay Karsna,
M. Ixvzera, Manager,
MeLcuEr: & (o,
dyents,
Novddeutscher Lloyd.
Bast-Asiatic (o., Ld.
Russian East-Asiatic Co.
st Asiatique Francais,
Russian Volunteer IPleet.
Haspsrre-Asverigs Loxig, Hoxeroxa Qrricr,
K. Orvonrre, Muwtger.
J. Srvanr THOMSON,
Acting Agent,
Pacifie Mail 8. 8. Co.
Oceidental & Oriental 5. 3. Clo.
Toyo Kisen Kaisha (Oriental S, 5. (o.)
Saxper. Wenen & Co.
Nirroy YUseN KAspa,
A. 8. Miaars, Manager,
Arxsorn, Karpera & (o,
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(arrowrrs & Co.,
Ayents,
Navigazione Generale Italiana.
U. 8. China & Japan Line.
Jupsex & Co,
Jehsen Line of Steamers.
OsarA Sitosny KaIsma,
Taparcur Arnry, Manayer.
Di HoorD-AGENT JAVA-CHINA-JAPAN L,
R. Brsscmor. .
Tne Hoxexoxa, Cavrox axp Macao Sreampoar Co., T,
Tio. ARNoLD, Secretuar.
Dovgnas Larraik & Co.,
General Managers,
The Douglas Steamshipy Co., L.
Avsrniay Lroyp's 8. N, Co.,
Saxper, Wiznir & Co., Agents.
Tuoxe Kin & Co.
Kwoxae Wax Strampoar Co,, L.
Wixe ox 8, 8. Co, Ld.
Yurx Far Hoxd,
Joo Teg SuNe.
Tat B & Lo,
Huxe Hixe & Uo.
Wo Far Sixe.
(irxa Meremasts 5. N, Co..
Waxe Soay Nax.
Jor Manager.
Tar Ox Steassair Co., L.

COLONIAL SECRETARY'S OFFICE,
Hoxcxox6, 18th Jaunary, 1904

Sr—T an directed to acknowledge the receipt of the Petition
addressod to His Excellency the Officer Administering the Government
on the subject of the Bill now before the Legislative Council dealing
with the introduction of undesirable persons into the Colony, and to
<tate that in His Excellency’s opinion mo case has been shown to justify

the withdrawal of such Bill.

G )
8

There would appear to he a misapprehension on the subject of the
intention of the Bill. arid T am therefore to point out that before any
person becomes a liability on the ship he hax to fulfil hoth of two con-
ditions, viz.:— (1) being imbecile at the time of landing, and (2) hecom-
ing a charge within a period of three months.

Tt is obvious that the risk to the ship where reasonable care has
been exercised is thereby reduced to a minimum.

The petitioners state that the care of the destitute insane is one of
the duties of a Government, and T am directed to admit concurrence so
far as it applies to such persons as have a claim by birth or domicile in
the Colony, but to repudiate xuch contention if it is taken to apply to
any foreigner who may be knowingly landed in Hongkeng in the con-
dition indicated.

The other smaller points raised in the Petition have been carefully
considered and His Bxeelleney is convinced that no inconvenience will
arise under the proposed Ovdinance provided that the Shipping Firms
concerned take due eave that no undesirable person is deliberately or
carvelessly accepted az a passenger fo Hongkong.—1I have, &e., :

A. M. THOMSON. Acting Colonial Seeretary.,
E. A. Hewerr, Esq. P. & 0. 8. N. Co,

Read u first time at a Meeting of the Legislative Council held on
the 31st July, 1903 1.
A BILL

ENTITLED

An Ordinance to provide for the Recovery of Costs and
Charges incurred by the Colony by and on behalf of
imbecile persons introduced into the (folony.

B it enacted by the Governor of Honghkong, with
the advice and consent of the Legislative Council there-
of, as follows :—

1. This Ordinance may be cited as The Tmbecile Short title.

Immigrants Ordinance, 1903.
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Interpretation. 2. In this Onlin;inr'('#—

“Immigrant  includes all passengers by any
<hip and also the crew of any =hip and all
persons on hoard and helonging in any
capacity to any =hip.

 Ship ™ includes any British or Foreign Ship.

owner, charterer. 3. The owner, charterer, agent, consignee and master
&e., Jiable in cer- T e W e N A ol X (1 S s ada
P T e S R which bring= into the Colony any pas-
and eharges incur- senger not domiciled in the Colony who at the time of
reck by Colony on 4 .- : 5 L o B Zriaatiing ¥ & g
abenichh GF " pase D ToTRIENE 3 cither lunatic, idiotic, or imbecile, deal,
sengers beeoming b, hlind or infirm or who hecomes so within a period
charge on public L .\ ) ,
within 6 months of of six months from the date of landing and who be-
lamding. : ! ¥
andltyg comes a charge upon the public or upon any public
institution shall be liable to repay to the Government
of the Colony all cost< and charges incurred by the

Colony on hehalf of such passenger.

Kxceptions, 4, The provisions of this Ordinance shall not apply
to shipwrecked mariners or other shipwrecked peesons
brought to the Colony without charge hy the master of
a ship other than that in which they were wreeked nor
to Hix Majesty’s Land and Sea forces,

No. 1 o 1904

An Ovdinance to provide for the Recovery of Charges
incurred on account of imbeeile persons introdueed
into the Colony.

e F. H. May,

Officcr Administering the Gorveriment.

[23rd February, 1904.]
Br it enacted by the Governor of Hongkong, with
the wlvice and consent of the Legislative Council thereof,
as follows:— '

short itle.

1. This Ordinance may be eited as The Imbecile Per-
sons Introduction Ordinance, 1903, '
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9, In thiz Ordinance — Interpretation.

« Person  means any passenger by any vessel
and also any member of the crew of
anv vessel and includes all other persons
on hoard and belonging in any eapacity
to any vessel,
« Voeszel 7 ineludes any =hip or hoat. or any
other deseription of vessel uzed in na-
vigation, Britizh or Foreign.
3.——(1.) The owner, charterer, agent. consignee and 8;"n?:5111§h?;1€:~l§::1
master of every vessel from which ix landed without (45 cases for ex-
L daeinal (Gvil Medie C ey op penses ineurred by
permission from the Principal Civil Medieal Oﬁ:l(}("l o i
Health Officer of the Port any person not ovdinarily count of” persons
2 ' : ey s . . becoming a charge
vesident in the Colony who being at the time .of L|11d1-1_1g S Do with:
lunatic. idiotic or imbecile, shall become within a period il:- e months of
' : i ; v - anding.
of three months from the date of landing a charge npon
the public or upon any public institution shall be liable
to repay to the Government of the C'olony any expense
on account of such person by reason of hix care, main-
tenance or repatriation unless such owner, charterer,
agent, consignee or master can prove that =uch person
became lunatic. idiotic or imbecile, after embarkation
: ; k o
at the port or place from which he shipped. Provided
that such expense shall in no case exceed the sum of
five thousand dollars in the aggregate.
(2.) In every case where permission to land any per- Master 1o reian)
i 3 : 5 . s Tt persons on hoatt
son from any vessel is refused every such person ahall 3t anen,
he detained by the master on board such vessel and e
prevented, by force if need he. from landing.

(3.) In every caze in which permission to land from Certificate of rofu-
ok ) . . s e Sl of permission
any vessel ix refused under the authovity of thiz Ordi- 4 1and.
nance, the officer refusing such permission shall give
2 certificate of refusal of permission to land to the
master of such vessel if g0 required hy him.

(4.) No action shall lie against the master of any ves- It\‘hoinséutdiggef;ﬁ ngy
<l or any person whemsoever for anything done in (yion of Ordinan-
execution of the provisions of this Ordinance, ce.
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Exceptions. 4. The provisions of this Ordinance shall not apply
to shipwrecked mariners or other shipwrecked persons
brought to the Colony without charge by the master of
a ship other than that in which they were wrecked nor
to His Majesty’s Land and Sea Forces nor to distressed
British seamen.

Passed the Legislative Council of Hongkong, this
19th day of February, 1904.

R. F. Jonxston,
Aeting Clevk of Councils.

Assented to by His Excellency the Officer Administer-
ing the Government, the 23vd day of February, 1904,

A. M. THowusox, ‘ FORTNIG‘HTLY

Acting Colunial Secretary.

CTORRENT QUOTATIONGD
FOR THE YEAR 1003
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BULLION QUOTATIONS DURING THE YEAR 1903.
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FORTNIGHTLY CURRENT EXCHANGE AND

| \‘:“

: I::;"‘ ’ On Lnndonl 2 l Private Docu- _ ‘. Fmonl;e. Ou . On i Clean E gz}s ggg

i QUOTATIONE. o R e | S smonthi™ | Pombe | Qulenite | giiver, | S¥ees | FEREAR | 9y ' 100

',-;‘ sight. . sight. sight. sight. | touch. | touch.
“‘IL- pelfi s ) e 5 i - I p. t_(wi p.tacl.
l Fortnight ending 2nd January, .........| /T i 17 175 172 - Fos, 2,085 Re- 1187 | Re- 1183 |10 96 pm.| 93 96 pm.| 2596 Pm-i$i33-50 $63.25
“ ‘ Do.  do. 16th-Januaty, v...] 14 | 1/ 1figs 174 Fes 2.02 | Bs 1T | Re 1ITY 10, 19 |1 4 ;$“3-40 $65.10
' ‘jl -‘“.: Do. do. 30th January, ......... 174 1/63 | It 178 B Sl st G L 7 - oy i$65 20 BT
| !v” Do. do. 13th February,....... 2l P ) 11 | 174 T : Fes, 2024 Be 1164 | Bs 1163 | 9% S T | $65.15 | $66.90
| !",l':' Do. do. 27th February, ....... 174 LB 1774 1/78 1 Fes, 2,02 | Bs 115 | Bs L1740 | 8% S0 1 3 E$6 £.80 | 866.70
o ‘:" | Do.  do. 18th March, ....... vl S 1 173 1173 ‘ Boe YAB | Be lish | B UBL L9 g 18w LR SRR e

: L e 0 : e e

:I i Ii’“ | Do. do.  27th Mareh, . ..ol 373 | A7 [ 17 174 Fes. 205 | Re 1103 | Re 1103 | 9% 8t » B ’363.4:} $65.30
_": I; " & Do. do. 9th April, v ITR 1 TR 1/75 193 Fes. 206 | Rs 1203 | Re 1203 | 93 . 18 , |13 . ;$62.80 §64.70
I'. I il ' Lo. do.  24th April, weeeen| 108 i | st 1.8% Fes, 21131 Re 123% | Re 1283 04 DA 2 | 8140 §63.30
| | 1.” iy TR g o o Fos. 216 | Rs 126} | Rs 1263 |10 . | 9% . | 3F !$‘60.20_ $62.10
N I‘ :‘ RS R U T Tk 1§ ‘ Fos 598 | B ior | B tir 1T o 19 w0 'R g ;359.69 $61.50
' | w Do, do:  Bth Tuneys.cosisesve 70 M R (< 3 ‘- 18+ 1/8 . Fes. 2144| Re 125} | Bs 1254 11} . | 9% 1§ | $60.20 | $62.15
: w“ ‘|I. Do.  do. 19thJune, ... 184 Sk | 1S 188 ' Fes, 2.14 | He 125} | Re 125} |11, : 9 . | 4 » |$60.15|$62.25
W ‘ g 1IN OO T % 1), ORI W ek | 18 185 188, . o Ee ) cRe s B Uiy L | B 55 . | $6L10 | $63.00
| I ‘ il Do. o 17 TALY, e | VBE | LB 14 194 ‘ Fes. 2.20 | Re 129 | Re 129 }11-@ ; : 8 . |4 . 86080 $62.20

‘ . Do. A TRTE e et TBE A BT 193 1 Fes, 224 | RBs. 1317 | R 131 WG | 9 @8, 1358.90 §60.80

“I I‘ | Do. Ao, 14th August, ....e... 110 1/93 ios 1/10% b Foso 282 | Re 13538 | Re 185% |11} B 5 ; 3E j$=50.70 $53.60
1‘ ‘I w | Doy do. 2ECE BEEEE sl s 110§ 1103 11108 1110¢ ' Voo 23% | Re 1303 | Be 1395 1303 9% . | 3F . [$55.50|$57.20
,!| , r 2 ) i Soptaribet o i | V0% | 10 11048 | Fes 250 | Re 1307 | Re 1303 107 J 7 I 55 i:s.aﬁ.so FH2.00
| Do. do. 25th September,...... 1105 110} 1 1/103} 1/1043 | Foo 2873 Re 183F | Re 1357 ‘wg ' 1w . B} . | 8360 $38.70
‘f i Do. do. 9th October,.......| 110g& | 1108 | 1103 10 . Bikr e b IRy RS 5“ SO a8, (8R0S0
.,‘- i Do.  do. 23rd October, ........ 110% yog, |t 111y b 1 Fos 240 | Ro H1 | Re 1R UG, 9F % 1%8'5&-80 $36.80
'\ ‘|: Do. do. 6th November, .....| 1/10} 1/912 !‘ 1/10% 1/10% ‘ oy AR o e Rt L ill% J irmi 1 C {sss.w g
! H & Do do. 20th November,....... 1/93 1194 1/9% 1192 ) ‘ 2-2'13: b bt | Bedleoy LMy ‘ 9% . | 23 . |$57.70 | 859.70
‘. | '}H r Do.  do. 4th December, ....... 1/9:% 1j8g 192, 19,7 . e P e B illi R R £60.8)
\} Do.  do. 18th December, ...... 185 1/83 1818 193 . hee BEL L he Lol Be Lo WL ‘m; g o A | $5..10 [ £61.10

‘ |
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TABLE SHOWING THE HIGHEST AND LOWEST

Prices of Bar Silver in London,
Rates of Exchange in Hongkong, and Bank of England Rates
of Discount, for the years 1877 to 1902.

EXCHANGE 1IN ” x
BARL SILVER 1N HoNGEONG, Bﬁi,iz:oﬂt']‘;jflg}
YEAR. b ol Wik Lonpox.
Highest | Lowest. | Highest. | Lowest. | Highest. Lowest.
1877 58} 53} 43} 3.9} 5 2
1878 | 551 491 311 35 6 2
1879 | 5343 481 311} 3/54 5 2
1850 52§ 518 3/0% 3/74 3 2&
1881 53 50% 3.9} 37 5 2
1882 52 50 3/93 36 6 3
1883 | 513 504 | a8l 37 5 3
1884 514 491 | 38 3/6; 5 2
1885 50 46% 37 335 5 2
1846 47 42 3/43 211} 5 2
1887 47h 431 341 304 3 2
1888 44y 413 313 2114 5 2
1889 44 4113 3121 211} 6 2}
1890 543 438 310} | 308 6 3
1891 184 43} 35 310§ 5 2}
1892 437 373 3/0% 2/83 3} 2
1893 3812 304 281 2/23 5 24
1894 313 27 2/31 111 3 2
1895 3145 273 2/21 111 2 2
1896 318 293 924 g1d 4 2
1897 2913 232 2/18 193 4 2
1898 284 25 1114 | 1/9 4 2}
1899 29 " 26§ 111 | 1104 6 3
1900 304 27 21} 111 6 3
1901 29,8 25 2/1 193 6 3
1902 | 26 2111 110§ | 16} 4 3
1903 | 25} 214t | 1108 16§ 4 27
|
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THE HARBOUR MASTER'S REPORT.

No. 70. Harporr [DEPARTMENT,
Hoxaxoxa, 18th Felruary, 1904,

S1r,—I have the honour to forward the Annual Report for thix

Department for the year ending 31st December, 1903.
SHIPPING.

1. The total tonnage entering and clearing during the year 1903
amounted to 24,039,862 tons, being an inerease, compared with 1902, of
2,511,082 tons, and the same number in excess of any previous year.

There were 53,991 arrivals of 12,027,092 tons, and 54,009 departures
of 12,012,770 tons,

Of British Ocean-going tonnage, 3,396,314 tons entered, and
3,382,121 tons cleared.

Of British River Steamers, 2, 237,249 tons entered, and 2,234,613
tons eleared. :

Of Foreign Ocean-going tonnage, 3,667,871 tons entered, and
3,663,380 tons cleared.

Of Foreign River Steamers, 217,619 tons entered, and 216,744
tons cleared.

Of Steam Launches trading to ports outside the Colony, 93,239
tons entered, and 93,239 tons cleared.

Of Junks in Foreign Trade, 1,347,001 tons entered, and 1,351,458
tons cleared.

Of Junks in Local Trade, 1,067,799 tons entered, and 1,068,715
tons cleared.

Thus—
Britizh Ocean-going tonnage represented ......28.20 °
. River sl i ohs o 18609
Foreign Ocean-going  ,, 5 BRI 6 8 L
.. River % g o i 1.81.°),
Steam Launches in Foreign Trade ,, ... B ]
Junks o PUARE R IT.28°%
ok ,» Local L R 8.89 %

100.00 °,
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2. Seven thousand two hundred and fifteen (7.215) Steamers, 36
Nailing Vessels, 1,765 Steam Launches, and 15,803 Junks in Foreign
Trade, entered during the year, giving a daily average of 68, as against
71.2 in: 1902, ‘

For European constructed vessels the,daily average would he 19.9
ag against 17.1 in 1902,

3. A comparison between the years 1902 and 1903 ix given in the
following Table ; Steam Launches are not included.

Comprrative Shipping Return for the Yeurs 1902 wnd 1903
! 1602, ‘ 1903. | luerease, Decrease,

Ships. | Tonnage. | Ships. | Tounage. | ships. Tonnage. Ships. Tonuage.

1 L347 1.678.500

| T102] 937187 Sdhr |
G 1,063,904

. 5359 | 6704211 6040
S e e G e
Praile, cwros | !30,24., $.238,230 B1,766 | 2,698,059 |

Pritish, ....
Foreign. ..
Junks in Forei

L4479 539,780

Total, + . 48,706 | 19,514,247 46.255 | 21716570 2028 2TAZAIS 4479 | 530,750

s | : T ‘
.h%l:‘st_léﬂ LOC“: 50,743 | 1,810,320 38215 2,136,514 7.472| 317185

Gmu\l’[olal\..-ig‘ii.‘iw 21833.560 104470 | 23,835 534 9,500 "3,059,598, 1479 339,74
| | \
o o e ST | 5,021 2,519,818 |
I ] |}

* [neluding 17,210 Conservancy and Dust Boats of 637.052 tons.
T Including 25.582 Conservancy and Dust Beats of 932,073 tons.

4. For vessels under the British Flag, this Table shows an inerease
of 1,347 ships of 1,678,509 tons, an increase of 427 ships ot THABLS
tons to Ocean-going, and an increase of 920 ships of 915.664 tons to
River Trade.

The above increase in Ocean-going is principally due to the fact of
some new lines having been established-—the China Commereial Steam-
ship Company, the British India Steamers now visiting the port. the
addition of some new steamers to locsl firms, and lastly to an increase
of Coal imported from Australia in Steamers new to the Port.

The increase in River Trade iz ulmost wholly due to the new
Steamers Kinshan and Wing Chai being in the River Trade during the
greater part of 1903 and to an inereased number of sailings by the
Hongkong, Canton and Macao Steam Boat Company, Limited.

Under Foreign Flags, the table shows an inerease of 681 ships of
1,063,904 tons of which 328 ships of 821,216 tons are Ocean-going, the
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remainder 353 ships measuring 242,688 tons are River Steamers.

The increase in Ocean-going is made up principally by an inereased
number of Steamers calling at the Port in 1903 under the U. 8. Flag
and to the increased tonnage of some of the Pacific Mail Steamers, and
to an increase under Chinese, Japanese and I'rench F Iags‘.

The increase in River Trade is made up by two French Steamers
Sun Cheung and Kong Nam, the former being a new Steamer and the
latter was transferred from the British Flag in July, 1903, alo to the
Chinese Steamers Chan Wai and Chan On whoge running commenced
in the first Quarter of 1903,

5. The actual number of ships of European construction (exclusive
of River Steamers and Steam Launches) entering the Port during 1903,
was 741, of which 344 were British, and 397 Foreign. These T41 ships
entered 4,419 times, giving a total tonnage entered of 7,064,185 tons.
Thus compared, with 1902, 23 more ships entered 372 more times, and
gave a total tonnage inereased by 779,927 tons,

STEAMERS.
|
. ' No. of Times
Flag Ships { cikead, \ Total Tonnage.
|
1902, | 1903, | 1902. | 1903, 1902, | 1903,

| | |
Btinhis, o] 324 | 331 11753 (1082 2,965,030|3,368,788
AN e v 20 15 50 | 42 | 125,929 106,944

Blgiang: «ecmsommsan 1 i () PR 3,624 ..

Ghinete ol 2 17 ¥ 135 I72 | 183,396 2922164
DV e ot 6| 8| 18| 27| 23374 48476
Bhadoly, . tuomis & Shhing g 11| 23| @ 26464 3157
LRG0, i oriarinsin 27 | 42 228 262 219111 246837
CRETTAN, woisrsvmsasaing 125 126 | 439 | Y37 1,360,52411.345.567
7 4 @) e | g9 endee d vy
JAPORBHC, « v shin i 36 {69 409 | 467 | 865,400/1,017,263
Norwegian, ««occocern 19 AL | 300 | 318 | 263,379 319,685
Portuguese,..... P 3 i 46 | 30 7,897 7,110
Rirssian, commemmanss il 9 1 o IR 32,046] 30,781
Nwedish, ..... LA g 4 4 Lo B3 14,325) 26,093
United States,......... 25 24 56 | 6L | 121,939 200,706
No. Flag o il 2 1,260
Total; cezes BTG 709 [ 4,000 | 4,383 16,215,866/7,009,151
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SATLING VESSELS.

g No. of Times g

Flag ’ Ships. e Total Tonnage.
‘ 1902. 1903, 1902. 1903. 1 1902. | 1903,

' i |
PR, . odeinioscatite L g6 3| . 99| 14| 45411 | 21,525
Branihi, et isosinss LA g e e 4 7194
(LETTNATY, v osvsssussaing 1 2 1 ’ 2 1 2 97% 2,01)

e o | o i
JADARLEO;: sivisiveensris | 2 1} 2 1 212 120
Norwegian, «........... R TR 20 1| 1,418 | 1,498
L ey e8GRy A i 2,676
Sathish, Secureen By I8 1 o e R
United Smtes ......... ! 9 9 11 9 | 17,040 | 11,177
i } 1 1 1,498
Totalons : 42 } 32 | 47| 36| 68,392 | 55,004

6. The 344 British veszels carried

Foreign Officers as follows:—

2,679 British Officers and 24

D e s e ) 2,679
D OTVOTUN o vsben wnin i aiss vios iuseanind 7
Ditch— e XY L Rl bl o8l h 2] 1
German, ................................... g
Uit BEES ety e 18

Botalsmend 2,703

Thus the proportion of Foreign Officers in British ships was
0.89 °', comprixing four ]hltl()ndhtl("-, an increase of 0.11 °/, with a
decrease of =hips.

The 397 Foreign ships ¢ 1111( «d 2,882 Officers, of whom 267 were
British, borne as follows -—-

In Japanese e SHIPE; ivviivemmvvsmenis 134
,» Chinese CICET B ralten . L 97
s mted Btates My siusssrevins 16
,» I'rench s | S v
» Duteh et R ke i
.» DBelgian T e 4

Totiil s vawsmswass 267
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The proportion of British Ofticers in Foreign Ships was. therefore,
9.3%, distributed among six nationalities; a decrease of 1.4° - With an

inerease of ships.

OFf the Crews of British Vessels—
16.6 °/, were British
0.5°, . Other Europeans.
2 O,.D 5 Asiatics.
OF the Crews of Foreign Vessels—
1.2 °, were British.
22.3°, . Other Earopeans.
i Axintics.

Thisz shows a shuhf inerease of Asiatics in Bridsh and Foreign
Vessels, with a dwht f.lllmn off in the proportion of Europeans,

TrapE.

7. The returns under thix heading is gathered from the Masters of
Vessels, and, in some ecases, from the Agents concerned, and must he
looked upon as but approximate and, it may be, misleading. It is mueh
to be regretted that Masters and Agents do not render more azeurate
returns,

The principal features to he vemarked in the veported Trade ol the
Port for 1903 are :—

In Imports reported :——

Inereases in (loal of 140 7,
= (otton of 80.8 ¥,
Flour of LL6 ¥,

. Case Petroleum of 37.3 7.

4 (zxeneral of 7.0 7.
Decreases in Bulk Petroleum of 25.4 %,
5 Liguid Fuel of 84.1 9,
Rice of 27.1 7.

Sugar of 14.3 7.

- Timber

ot 141 F.

The net increase under this head amounts to 21,847 tans.
In Exports, there is an increase reported of 24,252
[n Transit Cavgo ., N o’ SU2.303. o

8. The total reported Tmport Trade of the Port far 1903 amounted
to 24810 vesselx of 10,959,293 tons, carving 7,392,320 tons of car o, of
“hlch 1,517,370 tons were discharged at ]:‘[mu;lxono

This cloon not

i
W

il
i
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include the number, tonnage, or cargo of Junks. or Steam Launches

employed in Local Trade.

Corgo.
(‘ountry, Ships,  Toms. | — e 3
i})ésvharged.: In Transir.
CLass 1. !
iR TR e S MO, ool o 94/  ¢&R07 10,749 ..
Continent of Europe,............. 137 254,396 143,851 225,350
Grent Brilaim: cusivsimesivisres 166 506,686) 234,419 592,808
VLTV T ottt b e e ety 3 B.307 2,250
United States of America, ...... 154 511,668 233,774 117,060
(‘rass II. 464 1,344,914 625,043 935,314
Australia and New Zealand. .... 52 1632 71.530 %6,741
India and Straits Settlements, ... 250] il 3,31 2| 407.716] 467,954
PRI, e e sesiamr st sn sty 149 1,036,061 97453800 343.557
Java and Indian Archipelago,... 163] 259,959 ")13,2(32 60,494
North: Paciiic, wsamaveirvssss 5 1,994 2.260
Russia- 111-A-1‘1 ..................... 2 5’309“ 143
(‘Lass TIT. 921 2,019,502(1,769,088| 898,889
Noarth Borneo: ssiisssssiainin 43 65,058 68,337 6,509
(lotist of Chinty e eatemmiai 1,651 2,194,805 287,075 905,844
Hachin=Cling, ..ooreemesenmses wem 195 214,297 244,255 48,870
BORTIOsa vemm et iy Tl  E8ma0l 30i084) .
Philippine Islands, ....covveiinnn, 314l E0LI07 70,832 5,825
Hainan and Gulf of Tonkin,.... 351 253,498 237,080{  $62.899
T e s e e 308 358,098 353,248 1,000
I\modmw, ........................... 1 3,883 1,000 3,600
P E T L RN bl e A 4 9,465 : 500 200
D T e 30 7,427 2,027 s
Crass IV. 3,014 3,699.469/1,294,385|1,040,747
River Steamers,—Canton, Macao | A
and West River, .cceovsonsot 2,832 2,454,868i 296,791
Ceass V.
Steam-launches trading to Ports
outside the Colony, ......... 1,765 93‘239i 15,288
('Lass VL.
Junks in Foreign Trade, ......... 15,8031 1,347,001 516,772
IR o veenens| 24,819110,959,29314,517,370/2,874,950

(

i )

Similarly, the Export Trade from the Port was represented hy
2LA66 vessels of 10,944,055 tons, carrying 3,034,683 tons Cargo, and

Tobil s aeines )4 ‘Hnb 10,0440

=hipping 675891 tonx of Bunker (‘oul.
' C‘argo. oy
Country. Ships.|  Tons. :
4 SR U e, S
L |
CLasy T. |
L R R O e 21 60,000, 19,944 ...
Continent of Europe, ...covvvunis 47 13 o')9i 14,235 3,690
Crreat Britain, ...... e 60 198, 434 61,045 1,275
VI B D Sy e S 4 55J‘ 1,650 3,500
South America, ..................... 871 2 90,838 177477 1,940
United States of America, ....... ZE 32701 22000 o
Crass IL 221 630.630, 276,551 10,405
Australia and New Zealand....... | )li 52,906 18,340 4,080
India and Straits Settlements, ...l 338/ 900 alsl’ 319,415 89,387
L e ‘ U9i 1,146,464, 293,131 53,002
Java and Indian Archipelago, ...l 43 69 71b 9,720, 10,725
North PHCHIC, oo v ovirvess s | 8 9515 4,402 990
Russia-in-Asia, vovevirenininnnnins I[ 10i 11,206/ 10,150 1,760
Crass TIL 042| 2,190,625 655,158 159,944
T PO ITIR0, b oot ot e o 31\ 41,292 0.325 9,871
Coast of China, ........ R aaTh 1,016 2,728,792 531,653 235.883
Coching GBInm.: et s s J 208 257,821 65,4861 44,232
O T O T e o e e At | 36 33,7921 31,440 420
Philippine Tslands, ...oe0venen. wo| - 310] 561,179 253,084 79,291
Hainan and Gulf of Tonkin, ... 4720 338,944 179,458 47,364
e e M R 253 289,857 10,460, 35,468
Kigochow, ..o TS 6 10,350 3,400 1,465
N eharwel, i e aa s 7 15,394 2,900 810
IV 0 s S T At bl o ‘ 10 3,325 548 90
Crass IV. i 3,24 4.226,T46(L119,754) 454924 -
River Stermers,—Canton, Macao i
and West RIVer; i reis s | 2,824 2,451,357 193:6806! 37753
Crass V. ‘
Steam-launches trading to Ports | \
outside the L‘o]om "y gt LiEhn| 93,230, 22,108 12.565
: |
Unass VI w '! i
J unkrﬁ_ in Foreign Trade, ......... 13 068 1,351,45 ‘ 767,506
j 3,034,68: 3[

(75,801
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4. During the year 1903, 14,489 vessels of Kurepean construction,

of 19,018,411 tons (net Register), reported having carried 9,768,405

tons of Cargo, as follows:——

Tiport Cargo,eeeeevreeeerersesereeenei, 989,310
o D
it & e namnnnnsaseE e T A D)

Bunker Coal shippedaooiiiienn 663,026

Y, 768,405

Esport:

The total number of tons carried was, therefore, 51.3°  of the total

05 z dve i ver Nie i F TS
net register tonnage (or 63.4° , exelusive of River Steamers), and was

apportioned as follows:—
Import=—
British ships, . ceeerersserenaennenne. 1,899,212

Foreign d0ism s s irimesvoamn e 2RI 0,00 8

3,985,310

Exports—
British ships, covseeeveasrnrernnenenns 1,243,087

Foreign dow.cevunneeseseenenneninns. 1,001,152

2,245,11Y

Transit—
British ships, . B A S N S iy o et
Foreion do.,. cvisssasvormsssensnronds 28,414
| 28744950

Bunker Coul—

British ships, . cooeeesssiriiiisensee 288,208
4733
Lol L Sand o

Ioreian (0w eesedseerenriviensssnas

Grand Total, . vvvvinenea$L 768,105

Trade of the Port of Honghong for the Year 1903,
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The *Star” Ferry Company

of the passengers earpied by their
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are incomple
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keeping a reco
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ing within the waters of the Colony

-Steam-launches ply
to the amount of work entailed, they have had to disecontinue

o
=

o
=

I'he figures under the headin

wting that since 1901
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unches, amd also nanber of trips,
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1902, 19035, Increase. Decrease.
No. | Tounnge. | No. | Tonnage. | No Tonnage. | No. | Tonnage.
SEBRIHERS, reasvcusenss 4,000 ; 6,215,866 | 4,353 | 7,009,181 | 383 | 793,313
River Steamers,......| 2,102 | 1,871,726 2,832 | 2,454,868 | 640 | 583,142
SQuiling Vessels, .| 47 | 63,302 | 36| 55,004 1 13,388
Total,.or.| 6,230 8155984 | 7,251 | 9,519,053 |1,023 | 1,376,457 | 11 13,388
Nt sovss 1,012 | 1,363,069
Triportad tous, ..s| 5,068,463 | 3,985,310
L e BT B e o x b
As follows :—
Articles, 1902, 1903 Increase, Decrease,
| e e G T e i e 300 3,120 A AT e
B T5s orero MREnis (ISR AW sy Sl S LR R SRS T ol e S
e s 1,040,906 L186.686 LRSS = s
Uotton ¥arn and Cotton, ..vveaivinin 11,4498 20,795 Q297 1 sees
e e SN 107,826 120,430 J2604. | e
i et sl e L e e T 224923 24,149 L2260 T
Betasine (Balll, . cht o menes addel HOGHOT [ s 13,854
53 (EARE o e e e 60,400 82,960 TSNS S
7ot e IO S il Mot w Sl 0 i, 2 625 astil 0 75
i s AR S O A 6,299 AAA(OE R R S 5,248
OIPRTHT, cosimioiboisnan s vus i Soue s 4,871 4. 0497 IS
TN sl e A R e P R e R TP 1,900 159000
RN srevrors s i s fane 4,742 AL N 722
IEAGE W Bttt e T T Y 819,919 BIT A0 e, 222,189
T (e ST RS W 5,374 70 L2 ) 6ol
SRIPHIE, s amamsivmrnes] v 961 TS RS
e e OO e 268,268 ZRUL046 e 38,322
B e i e o 7 e it s gt 25 1,746 1,721
A 75,023 64,400 | ...... 10,623
BT e e e e B L 1,480,003 1,594,600 12 i B e
I
Totrl, oo 3,963,463 1 3,985,310 592 291,745
Tkanzitas e o 2,372,397 2,874,950 02553 | s
Grand Total, ... 6,335,860 6,860,260 816,145 297,745
Nt i 524,400

IyporTs.

LEUROPEAN CONSTRUCTED VESSELS.

( 09T )

—
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=
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RIVER TRADE.

Tmpoits, Freports and Passengers.

1 _ -
< & | : j ,.
A 5t et e D , Tear : orf |
y g RS = N Lt st | Year. Imports. | Exports. | Passengers.
» = Cem | od g U.ﬂ(u{ £ v % | i 1% H i
= el i
: 3 _ = ‘ i £
SRS e T ——— - 1902 i 223,608 | 144,304 | 206602
f) = - : . y massasesarEseiessen ey P 5 o , “—uh.tc“ODI
s N o i AR N _ | ,
i A : £ SR : : _ . . | sl
- = 1 T g W R AN G 206,791 y 193,656 | 1,722.335
= == et i i
A P TS > Sl B 8 e T © i R RS e
m;h - — 5 =it S b oW o) o)
z sl dne R =g = e LR | ‘
g TR Al A ' Taponrs.
% HH\ DR el e = — ] 1
g & Sl Junds.
= _ T : : Tl o : o :
= s 0% o e i co oo Forcigy Teade; .oo... 15,803 measuring 1,347,001 tons.
e S e B [l ie Riey , 7 :
| 2|2 | T i Loeal Trade, .oovevn. 29172 o 1,067,799 .,
T . = -
WE 8 Gl : 4
. % EDwm |m |l e ar [ 51 _ Total e 46075 - 2,414,800
% gl gel S & (EE| EeE] 1 | LR, L
2l S B B2® 22 =20 | 8% (81 | :
Sl & |2 | v |&|2 i & | el
.n\... = , tr a : 5 Imported, 751,952 tons as under :(—
= 2 0 oy = e os [} o | N L e a} < LA
= o] - 2 7 o8 . R R e = I B i s o 1.786
S RBx 8 u.\nu Lss e | : s A e R R R R R 3 tons,
lo=Tal I = | aedtas g e S R sy
-3 S ‘_ 3 N G i O 1
: i~ | . o1~ S
g aES |2 o a2s sl s , IR e s e e R R SRS gEe
= Sl=ng | o g el e ek : b Sk g
= —al | o Lt = ol | Ric 5
. z S| g 8BS Gl | B BB e i B b ot (B2 C R M R B on EE THE
o z = o i LA © © _ : :
=) ST - —_ i A ) 3.2 =
2 i ik - M B 15 f.;lc,T:NNJPY..:..:..:.......:............:. BdiSa s
| i oo | Swine, (24,711 i
i A R o5 = = e ek ST R o e T S 3
= z = M)M MJ. %9 ek a B m i v 1,463 o
2 5 . R Y, ke i
g0 mas | & 7 =L _ Jarth and Sones, coveis vonreinmniniins wnen, 193,299
e - e R S o B S e
i T : R | GO, o rsvitsgsrosslisinnes manasinnes s sainsse BALOTE
S i foge or -
_ s — 6 e - B = 4 hiEkp L =
e m. 3 3 £ 5 E L] s sonee TOLBES
| = # < =) = 4 e
| Za = g = = ———
[oowgs 5 i =3
I~ T Zip
| 8% s 2 3% Exronrs.
2 9= 2, s 3 j
Ao S .= Junks.
ole=id s} = (<3 { L
{ap - . A o TP O 9= o
E Foreign Trade, e 15963 measuring 1,351,458 tons.
1 3 . el 4 = S 1 L 2 Jxs
_ boeal Trade, .oeney 29,0453 o LGS IS
m - a2
Fotal,.viincns 45,000 b 2420173
— s
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Exported, 817,822 tons as under :—

Kerasing, (B00,800/Ca808)5 crvusrnonarmrrennnsa 20,655 tens,
Ricermad iRadidse o i St o 270689 .,
Earth and Stones, ...c..... 156014, .,
B e VYT L o s A e T S R B S 361,567 .,

Total,corma 817,822

P ASSENGERS.
e 1 L, —_— P
' 1902. i 1903.  !Increase.|Decrease.
|
British vessels, Arrivals, ...‘ 162 122 152,637 il ey
Dao., Departures,. 04,244 90369 1 Cuan 3,875
Do,  Bmigrants,. 42,778 | 55,681 | 12,903 | ......
|
Total,e.r.ne. l 289,144 ; 208,687 | 13,418 | 3,875
S e ) B 7 SRR
Foreign vesgels, Arrivals, .| 99,116 100,012 898 0w
Do., Departuares, . 76,835 T2078 | 8., 3,857
B, Emigrants, . 28,933 208 e 1,230
Total, vremiees 204,884 200,693 896 5,087
et ol M s A 4,191
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PassENGERS,— Continued.

River steamers, Arrivals, .| 668,167 = 883,578 |215411 | ......
Do.. Del_)artl.11'e.-,-',.[ 628,435 , 838,757 1210,322 | ......
f
|
Latallewswnna] 1:296.602 ’ Li22535 (425733 | .ooe
Nett,ovenen.. Leai e e
l
Junks foreign trade, Arrivals,‘ 55,083 49,269 [ ...... 5,814
Do.. Departures, 52,553 | 50,736 e, 1,817
|
Potals s I 107,636 J JROTE el R 7,631
I i
L e e S 7,631
| | N
1902. 1903. Inerease. Decrease,
| | EREI
Tokil Arvivale ool | 974,488 | 1,185,496 | 211,008 | ...
Total Departures,............ 862,067 | 1,052,840 | 2000778 [ ...
| |
1,826,555 | 2,238,336 | 411,781 | ...
Total Budgrants, oieiserss | aa 38k | TLBT8 |
| R o)
) A J 1,898,266 | 2,321,720 423,454 | ...

Diff. of Arrivalsand Dep., | 122,421 132,656
*

......

......

Do., BEwmigrants, ....... ; LT 83,584
| %
) |
Remainder + or — ........ S BOLTAN | £ dDTa,
|

......
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PASSENGERS,— Continued.

S :
3 L)
Junks local trade, Arrivals, 76,840 79,318 il Yo e

Do., Departures, T 137 84,941 7,804 I

Mot e 153,977 164,259 1(1,282‘ ......

RE\"ENL‘-]«:.V
11. The total Revenue collected by the Harbour Department dur-
ing the year wax $285,288.42, hemg an increase of $18,522.43 on the

prey: ious Year

i P B e S S e sisuepvi g (520000
= Llcen(,u and Internal I{u enue,  55.475.50
3. Fees of Court and Office, ......... 154,852.92

Total,wwumene b 28,2884 2

Srean LavNceEs.

12. On the 31st December, there were 242 Steam Launches cm-
ploved in the Harbour ; of these, 98 were licensed for the conveyance
of passengers, 121 were privately owned, 17 were the property of the
(‘olonial Government, and 6 belonged to the Imperial Government in

charge of the Military Authorities,

Three Masters” Certificates were suspended for three months, and

one Master was eautioned.

Four hundred and seventy-five (475) engagements, and Four
hundeed and thivty-eight (438) dischavges of Masters and Engineers
were made from 1st January to 51st December. i

TFourteen (14) Steam Launches were permitted to carry arms, &e.,
for their protection against pirates ; of these, thirteen were previously

permitted, and one during thix year.
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13. Eighty-three thousand threc hundeed and mnht\'-fuu] (83.,384)
Emigrants letb Hongkong for various places during the vear : of these.
55.681 were caumd by British Ships and 27,703 by l‘mmun Ships :
140.551 were reported as havi ing been brmwht to Hono’l\omr from
places to which they had vmltrmtcd. and of these, 107,166 were ln ought
in British Ships and 33,385 l:} Foreign Ships.

Returns Nos. XVIIT and XIX will give the details of this branch
of the Department.
Redrsrry or SHIFPING.
il 14. During the year, 8 ships were registered under the provisions
of the Imperial Act, and 7 certificates were cancelled.
Manrixg MacistraTe's (oUurt,

15. Seventeen (17) cases were heard in the Marine Magistrate's
Court ; refusal of duty on board ship and breach of Harbour Regul-
ations were the principal offences,

Examiyarion or Masrers, Mares axD ENGINEERS.
(Under Section 4 of Ordinance No. 36 of 1899.)

16. The following table will show the number of candidates
examined for Certificates of Competeney, distinguishing  those who
were successful and these who failed :(—

Grade, Passed. Failed,
|
ey i
e e S R G S R 21 6
L e e e e e oot e | 16 3
O F T bl R R R 1o o 1 TR B A,
wecond Mate, v voanaatsmmsaa B R G j 2
Total; = ie s : 43 | 11
|
; o | |
First Class Engineer, <o Ve s ! 24 - b
Second Glaas TNoINeer; oo oespesens s e 46 I 12
| \
Lol e i 0 ‘ 20
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Marixe Courts.
(Under Section 19 of Ordinance No. 36 of 1899.)
17. No Marine Court has been held during the year.

Suxnpay (‘arco- WORKING.
(Ordinance No. 6 of 1891.)

18. During the year, 336 permits were issued under the provisions
of the Ordinance. Of these, 105 were not availed of owing to its being
found unnecessary for the ship to work cargo on the Sunday, and the
fee paid for the permit was refunded in each case, and 22 permits were
issued, free of charge, to Mail Steamers, the privilege ceased on the
22nd July, 1903,

The revenue collected under thix heading was $34,800 ; this was
$9,375 less than in 1902.

The revenue collected each year since the Ordinance came into

force is as follows :—

e e SRR Sy § 4,800
T TR el 3o ok 7,900
7 A O, A LW 13,375
JETR ST el S 11,600
BRI Lo ool oo ke Rt ) 7,575
R R LN Sy 11,850
e A S e 25.925
TRl Ln i R A L 21,825
T g eyt IO Fe el 13,550
o<1 e T L el 4 0 44,800
11 R RN T 44,175
g, (o el A T, W 34,800
SEAMEN.

19. Nineteen thousand eight hundred and sixty (19,860) Seamen
were shipped and twenty-three thousand two hundred and sixty-five
(23,265) diseharged at the Mercantile Marine Office and on board <hips

during the year.
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One hundred and fiftv-eight (158) * Distressed Seamen™ were
received during the year. OF these, 55 were sent to the United King-
dom, 3 to Sydney, 1 to Calcutta, 2 to Singapore, 2 to Moji, 3 obtained
employment on shore, 3 at Canton, 1 went as passenger to San Fran-
¢isco, 1 to the United Kingdom, 2 to Singapore, 2 joined the Chinese
Customs, 1 Japanese Wrestler's Company, 1 taken charge of by the
German Consul, 1 departed to Canton, 1 died at the Government (Svil
Hospital, 1 at the Sailors’ Howme, 3 remained at the Government (fivil
Hospital, 1 at the Sailors’ Home, and 74 obtained employment.

Two thousand six hundred and one dollars ($2,601) were ox-
pended by the Harbour Master on behalf of the Board of Trade in the
relief of these Distressed Seamen.

MARINE SURVEYOR'S RUB-DEPARTMENT.

20. Return No. XXIIT gives a report of the work performed by
this Sub-Department during the year 1903,

During the year, 190 vessels were surveyed for Passenger (ler-
tificate and Bottom Inspection, and 111 were surveyed for Emigration,
an increase of 15 and 18 respectively on the previous year, which was
the highest on record.

Owing to the Kowloon and Cosmopolitan Docks being blocked at
different times by vessels undergoing extensive repairs, twenty-nine of
the surveys for passenger certificate took place at Aberdeen Dock
invcﬂving considerable loss of time and extra expense in hiring an out-

side launch.

The Kinshan of 2,861 gross tons, and the Ying King of 1,088 gross
tons were built under inspection, the former being the largest steel and

the latter the largest wooden vessel ever constructed in the Colony.

I would beg to point out that owing to the increase of the work
and the greater distance apart of the building yards and slips an ad-

ditional launch is urgent]y required,
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LiGur—rHoUses,

21. The amount of Light Dues collected iz follows :—

i | =0
R Rate. | No. of  Total Fees

per ton.| Ships. Tonnage. collected.

=
Oeean Vessels, cvvimnenens| 1oent 4,435 | 7,012,128 |
Srenns Dammehess il ool S 9,398 |
Uver Steamers, (Night boats), o [ LTOT [ 1,888,788 |
Launches plying exelusively to '

b ¢
70,121.2
4

Wi

Macao and West River, by | |
MBI i e & 5 | 621 34,4066 | 115.07
River Steamers (Day Boats), .| I'ree. | 1,125 | 1,066,130 |

Launches plying exclusively to
Macao and West River, by

A RIS o I Free. 895 | 49,375

|
st e o }9,032 0,560,235 | 74.960.00

Telegraphic and telephonic communication has been kept up with
the Gap Rock, Cape d’Aguilar and Waglan Island during the year.

From Gap Rock Station, 892 vessels have been reported as passing,
and in addition 181 messages were received and 3,769 sent, including
the daily weather report for the Observatory. Owing to telegraphic

communication being interrupted 20 vessels were not reported.

Forty-six hours and fifty minutes of fog were reported from Gap
Rock during the year, and the fog signal gun was fired 337 times.  On

no oceasion was the relief delayed by the rough sea.

£l . . i Al .
From Cape d"Aguilar Station 1,987 vessels were reported, and in

addition 1,886 messages were sent and 29 received.

From Waglan Island Station. 1,952 vessels were reported, and in
addition 35 messages were sent and 69 received. Owing to the tele-

phonic communication being interrupted, 192 vessels were not reported.

Two hundred and eighteen hours and forty-eight minutes of fog

were reported from Waglan Tsland duving the vear, and the fog signal

u’,

( 3

gun was fired 2,260 times. On no occasion was the relief delayed by

the rough sea.

GoVERNMENT GUNPOWDER DEPOT,

22. During the year 1903 there has besn stored in the Govern-

1 1 ” 1 ~ . i i s
ment Gunpowder Depot, Stonecutters” Teland :—

No. I Approximate
of Cases. | Weight.

A o T
runpowder, privately owned, ...... St s 6,655 155,915
: Do., (erm-'ernment oW B ! 2,292 127’346
Cartridges, privately owned, ...... S Rl 2,780 621,()2")
I)o... Government owned, ........ e o e 4,'70()
Explosive Compounds, privately owned, ...,... H2 7.103
Ty D.o., ! Government owned, ... 436 65,122
Non-explosives, PriEslvceened, | 4 600

i, Government owned, ........ -
it e et i 12,286

982,711

g the same liere has elivere ¢ Depot:—
During the same period there has been delivered out of the Depot:

No.

: Approximate
. of Caxes, Weight,
ks adrse : 1hs,
or Sale in the Colony :—
(%Ullp.()“'[lt'l', privately owned, ..... (G 224 5,715
(,‘artl'ld’ges, Privatele onaradi b a8 Z(.)q()FT':
,T*JTxplqswe Compounds, privately owned,... 10 1,150
Non-explosives, privately owtietl Lo | 1
For Export.—
G:runp_owder, privately-owmed, o veviesnii 612 20,615
Cartridges, privately owned, ................ 1,172 | 255325
]%xplosiv_e Compounds, privately owned,... - ’ V321
Non-explosives, privately omwaiedy o - yeee 4 , GUO
Tl e o 2110 , 304,410
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i » ( . s 1"()‘}]t‘- (J‘?l.]_)'
: s have been made to 'S Report
Il : ing the year arrangements . lished before this Rep ;
| | (L) During the 3 ill, I trust, be establis spect, however, of
! 72 ) 1 this light will, , be little prospect, Vistorn
( 1 duu—]]]l}}], and i vould seem to he Bash rn and Weste
| v i— - ; : e & 8 e of the Bastern s :
. as follows s int. 1 . o of th = . oht
| :iw )0‘3 thel'e remained @S E dppears in pr vement in th(—l llghtulb of (‘q])(‘ D Agullar Ith
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the Kowloon Peninsula and inside Sulphur Channel.  Thiz scheme T
am not now permitted to publish. Tt would cost a considerable sum
ol money, monev which, however, once spent, would be spent once anid
for all, and would give us many things besides an increased deep water
anchorage. including the vexed question of communications, dealt with
by Captain Rumsey in his report for 1901, [ '

Isteorrs axp Exrorrs (Oriuym) OFFICE.

25. The return shows that during the year the amount of Opium
reported was as follow : - :

|
1902. 1903. | Inerease. Decrease.
Chests. | Chests. | Chests. | Chests.
P BOTRS L nan vayys visbsammiae vorg s 43,781% | 46,0344 l Al
BXpOrted vevvieenrsonsnsnesnsonnes| 43,3485 | 46,551 | 3,202} A
|
Through Cargo reported but not , l
landet, .. uns. AR TN ol 13,483 | 16,442 ‘ G

Seventeen thousand eight hundred and seventy-nine (17,579) Per-
mits were issued from thix Office during the year, being an increase of
3,558 as compared with 1902.

A daily memo. of exports to Chinese ports was, during the year,
supplied to the Commissioner of Lmperial Maritime Custom= and a
daily memo. of exports to Macao wasx supplied to the Superintendent
of Raw Opium Department of Macao.,

Surprise visits were puid to 108 godowns during the year,

1 have, &e.,

Basin TavLor,
Acting Larbowr Master. ye.

The Honourable A. M. Tuomsox,

Aeting Colonial Sceretavy,
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