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OFFICERS OF THE HONGKONG GENERAL CHAMBER OF COMM ERCE . 

From dolr of' /t'o1'1notinn in 78(j f to 190-1. . 

r ea r. i ('/w i rlllt/ IL. I l 'h ·c- c:wirllll/11. St·c·rrlt/l'!f· 

~ .\ lcx~;;lcr l'e~~;;.;J=\w. \\':\lki~~"h,~--- .= ·~.Tohr~-----
186:? J amt•:, ~ 1:\I:An drcll' ..... C'. \\'. Mm·my .. . ....... .J. C. Bn lclwin . 
l ~(~;J .) . ,J. ~ l_;•ckcnzic .... . . . I ('. F; ~Lill ..... .. . .. .. .... J . <;. Bnlth,·!n . 
1Xt>-l 11. H. (o~ ])h ...... ...... .. H. J,. L t•mann .......... .. / .J. L. Bnlolll'tll. 
J t'().•, H. H. Lc ntn ll ll .. .. ... ... Jl . B. l: ibh ......... .... 1 .J . C. Haldll'ill 
ISiili ,John Dent... ... .... .... .. 1'. llyrie ...... ... .... .. . E <lw.u-.1 :\'ortott. 
) ); fj/ P. Ttyrit: .. ... .. .. .. .. .. .. . W. ::\'i ~~l' ll .... . ... ...... , . l£d1Yan.l K orlun. 
l ilfil' P. Hyric .. .. .... . .... . ... ... U. J . Hc llnll<l .. .. ... ... .. .J. \\'. \\''"~1. 
1Sii!J \\". J. Hryall:< ... ... .. .. G. J . Hell a rHl . . .. . ...... .J . W. 1\'oocl . 
1870 \\' . Kcswi<.: k .. . . .. . .... .. tf. H. Taylor .. -..... .. . r\. No<•l Blukcman. 
Hill 1'. lt l'rie.. ......... .. ... ... . A. Zim m e rn .. . ... .. ...... r\ . Nl>el ll lakettta!l. 
l ll7:? 1' . H)-ric ... .. .. .......... .. L. Kahn.. . .. . .. .... .. ... };d. Hake i' , ,!ditt!f. 
1 ~1 :1 P . H.y rie .. .. .. .. .. ........... 1.. Kah n .... .. .. .... .. .. ... . A. ~od 1\lakeiilal\. 
l l(/4 P. Hnic .. .... .. . .. .......... -huHc~ il reig- ... ......... . A. !\• el lllakt•m:all. 
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I !Ilia K A. Hewr•t .. .. .. .. . ... D. IL L>lll' ....... ......... A. B. T.mn•. ·------

CHAMBER'S REPRESENTATIVES IN LEGISLATIVE COUNCI L. 

Date of" \ ' o~· fl t t · l''tllt' ''!l•t.·tt·cl. }1;/ec(io'l/ .1 • /t/11{' '!t 1'}1/' I'RC/t {( l Cl'. .LI .LC' 

-j;;;.! \ 'Tho-::Jack,:> a;·~:=~~~ -J>Iet·te:l :lnd J~,~~-. - ··- - ------
li'Sfi Alcxa ncle1· l'allllL'I' ~ lad•: 11·eu .. . · E leltk(\ 2/tb April, ;\[t·. Jackson on lenvc. 
18~ 7 Alex and e r Palnwr ~l:t t.: l£11'1.!11 .. I E lect!':! I l th :·kopteml.Jer, on retirement ot 

J'I r . . Jack, on . 
JSSS ' f"lc tul nhe Ln1·t :>It ... .. .. ....... .. . ! E lected 22nd ~ln.1· . \lr. ~lncE11·co on leave. 
18\JO TIH11na' Heu\lcr~on \\'ltite ltcad . Jo: leckd 18th Sci•terul.Jcr, o:1 resignation of 

Mr. MaC'E II'cn . 
J>\01 ,\lcx:ttttlcr ~ l t · ('onncl ii c .. . ....... E lcctc<l !Jlh .June. ~ J r. Whift.!he·•d on leave. 
li\!J(j Thomas Jl cnder"ltt \\'hit ebead . 1 1:••-elcdect J: lth ::;cplcmbcr. 1111 expiry of term. 
1!100 lkrbe rl Smith .... ......... . ....... · Elected 30th April, llr. \Vhitclte>td on IL'!WC. 
1!100 1 J ollll Thtll'bu m ......... .. ... .. .. .. , Elcdc:l lRth .) nuC'. on rcsi!;tt:\tion o[ 

~ J r. IT. :->mith. 
]!)() ] T homns Tfcnrl ct'l'nll 1\'hitl'h t.::v l .. llelnrnr•l from lca1·c. 22nrl Jnm•. l!Jll l. 
1!10 2 llohert tlonlon ~larwa n . .... .. .. 

1 
E lcctc:l ?iLh .l n11c. Mr. 1\'hitehcatl nn lea n•. 

1!102 Hoher t Gonion :O:ht.:wan ......... E lce lctl 3nl October, on ex 1oir.v o[ term . 
1!)0:1 ll cnry I•;(h m rd l'ollnck. K.C . .... / Elc..tcd on l ~th .\ugu<l, ~J r. ~ltcwan on leave , 
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RULES A~D HEGUL:\ TIO:\S. 

(C'o:-iF LR:\IED AT nm A:-;~L'AL GEXEBAL 

J[EETI:\U HELD l~)TH JfAY, 190::\. ) 

l. Th e SO!· iN,. ~hall he~~ det! Tu~;; lJ o:-~r ai.nXG (;E X ElL\ 1, 

C'lf .\\1 BElt OF C<>.II)I J>I(CJ> .. 

11. The ohjc<.:t of the (.'IHJnll>er ~hall he to w~tteh o1·er 
Hllll prott•l't the g'C'IH'rai interestF of Commerce, to eollrt•t 
information 011 all matter~ of intere~t to the l\IerelLlltilr' 
C'onHnunity, 1111d I<• u~e e1·er_,- mca:1~ within it~ power for 
the remo1·:d of <'l·il~, the rcdrc~>< of grienlllccs, anti du~ pro­
motion of the colpnlOII g-ood: to <·ommnnicate with Ant.hor­
itie~ allll others thereupon: to fon n a <:ode of pr:wti<•e where­
hy the transaction of hn><ille:<~ may he :;implitied uno! 
fal'ilitate<l: to reeei1'e referenees, and to arhitmte between 
tli;;pnt:wt R-the deci:<ion" in such referente>< to he reeonlctl 
for fllture n~e or g'nidauce. 

liL All :Mer,·antile F irm~. and persons engaged or inter­
ested in the trade of Uongkong- or China s hall he e ligihlc 
for admi~sion a~ Nle111her~ in the nnlllner hereafter des<;rihcd, 
:11HI on payment of $i50 for Finns, and $20 for ~ingle in-
tli ,-idnals for the ellnent vear of t.h<'ir eleetion, and a like 
aunnal H n b~<'rip ti on there;d'ter, payahle on bt Jammry. 

1 \ '. (';tlulidate~ for admi~Rion mn;:t. l•e proposed by one 
:Jicmber, an\1 ~ceonded hy another, twd elected at the Anutwl 
(;en era I 1\.leeLi ng~ h_v n majority or ! he ,-otes of the :M cm her~ 
thcrr pre,;ent e ntitled to 1·otr. Thev mav abo he elec ted 
hv the Committee in the internli • bet11;een ;;ueh Annnal 
(~eneral :Meeting><, hnt ~nhjeet to ~onfirnmtiou at the next 
Annual (3enentl Meeting. 

~lamf!C· Y . The hnsill('.-S fllul fllnds or the Challlher shall he 
m• nt. m:wag-ed hy the Commit tee. 

\.L The Committer >hall enn-<!.-<t of.ninc .Memher~ to he 

cle<"tetl at the Annnal Meeting- of the Chamber and shall 
hold UHiee for one year. Va<:am·ie~ oe•~nrring dnriug- the 
ye.tr ~hall t.r tilled np l,y the Committee. 

# The Con11nitLce ><hall enter up011 offil'C a" soon a~ the 
·-"Annual :\1cetin,l.( ha~ heen beld twd slwll remain in offil'e 

until tl1eir report :uul a.cc·onnt~ haYe been ttccepte<l and 
J'a~>'ed lw the Cha.miJer :1n•l their succe~sors a~~nme oHi ee. 

At. their fir"! lll<'llling- the' 1101'- C'unnnittel' "hnll clot· ! a 
('hairm:ul nnd \ 'i!'e-Chairman 11·hp shall ho ld ofiio•c fo r the 
yc:•r. 

-9-

\ ' Il. l n the e ,·ent of the Hcpre~entati,·e of flu; Chamhc1· 
of C'onuncree in tile Legi,;latin,• Council unt hcing a member 
of tile Committet· li e ,;hall e.•· t!ffic;o ha1·e a ~cat oil the 
Conuuit tec. 

Yl IJ. The Cnmmittee ~hall meet a t 1-ea" t 011<:e a mouth L'o11nmittce 
(0 11 ,;ueh da.l' as Juay he fixe<! ) for the tnllltiaet iou of husiuf:'"s , Mcctin:.r'· 
aud a t ot her time" 1\'hcu ~tllllllll> I IC<I I"· the Cl minnnu, m iu 
hi:< ahseuo •e hy the Yil'e-l'hairmatl . ;l' he pmeecdil ll£" to he 
laid Oil till' tah le for the in~peetioll ot IIICilllJer~ "llhjCl' l to 
~lll'h rcgn lnt i ou~ as tl1 e ( 'onunirtec may o'Oilsider rxpr•l ieut . 
Iu l'a"e of t.hc tlOI I-atte iJdan<·e of the ('hairmall a11d \ ' iee­
Chainnan, a ehairnHtll "hall he d10~Cit hy the M el\lbers of 
the Committee pre:<ellt. 

IX. At :\Icctilll£~ of the Cou~u1itree four :Jleud •er" ;-;hall 
form a qt iOI'IIIII, aut! in <'H"e of au equality i11 I'Ot ill j.{ the 
( ' ludrm:Lil ~hall ha,·e a !'a:<tiug ,·ot e in :llhli tiou to hi >< O\\'n. 

X. The Committee ~hall lutl r poll'er to a.ppoint ~ nh- Suh-C'nm­
Conunittee~ for ~ueh pmpo~c" a" may he deeuwd :nh i,.:able. mirteL''· 

XI. Thr Committee :<hall ln11~e power to frame B.1· - la\\'-<. Uy-law-. 
" ·hi eh :<hall a t OIH'C eomc into forl'e. lntt mu"t he pre,.:ent!'d for 
t·onfi rmat ion at thE' uext cn~uiug () euentl :Mcetiug of the 
Chamber: and after "uch eoutinnatiou , ;-;uch By-laws ,;hall 
he hituli11g on all Memher" e \lnaii_Y l"ith thc,;e Hulr,;. 

X.IJ. The Fund:< of the Cham her ~hall be paid iutn ot iC' A<"< 'nll lll>. 
of the Hauks und er at l aL'<'OIIIlt to Ill' opeued hy t he Cmn-
mittee, aud llla_l' he illi'C"ted in :<111'11 wa llHCr a~ ma_,- he eoll -
,;idcrf!d nth·isah lc. · 

XII l. .-\ 11 !'hoqnt>,; ~<h a ll he "igned 1.,,- t he Sec:rctary o[ 
the Chauthcr, and eonnter,;igncd h)- t he l' IHtinnan, or \ ' it·t­
C:hainuan, or in their alo"encc h1· o ne of the Conun ittee . 
..-\11 dishnr~eniCnts ~hal l he ~ ;111 eti~ncd "·'· t ilt• Connnit tt•c at 
their ordinary .i\leetiugs. 

An . \ c•<:ollllt <lnlv and itPd hr two ,;\lemhcr~ o( the ('ham­
her ~IHtll he laic! before the A;nlllal (~cneral 1leetin.2:. 

XlY. A _nlari.'' Heport of the pnH·ccdill~~ ~hall he prr- ,\nnn.tl 
pan•d, whieh, al't<:'r heing- HJlJll'OI~ed at t he . \ 111111:11 (: ell('ral lteport. 
::\l ec t in~, ,;hall bp print ed alltl t·i r,·ttlatc<L 

X\' . . \. paid S ec· rcta ry shall l:e appointed h_,- the Conl­
tnit tcl·, ~111·h appoi ntment Ill he " lth,ieet to l'Otltirmation at 
the lll'Xt en ~ning .Anmml (ieneral Meet ing. 

X\-1. T he Allllll:d (~eneral Mct•liug of the C'h nmhcr shall 
he• held i11 the tnnntll of Fehrl lnt·y (or a" "non t hereaftl'l' a" 
tlla _,- he o'OIII'enie11t) t>f Clll'h year for the purpo"o of' H'<'l'i , ·­
ing the C'ollllllitt cc',; Hepvrt, of C'Gllllin i11g ;u ul pa"~i 11g tho• 
.\ ccnllllt" of the previou:< ye.tr, ol' elcet i11g the Conunitte<' 
fnr tll(• cn~ttill)! .'·ear, and of tmns:wting genera l hn"inrs~. 

Secrctruy 

.\ n nna I ::no\ 
:-:pecinl 
( ku :ml 
) 1 ~·c 1 iug:o::. 
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All important CJIIC~tion>- aflcct in!! the Port, and i t ~ 
l'ommerci;tl relation" wi th the E1;1pirc ol' China. m· 
~Yith other State" may he di"tll>-Sed, at the Anntml :Meet­
Ing", or at Special <:enernl l.leeting" e01nened for rhc 
pm·po,e in the manner pro,-itletl l'or hy Hule I 7. 

X YII. The Comlllit tee ma1· whene,·er the1· t hink tit. or 
shall upon a reqni~ition made.i11 writin" ~ i o·ned ll\- at lca,r 
fh·e Memi •ers of the Chamber. <·on,-el~e :~1 Ext'mord inan· 
bencral Meet ing of tile C hatnher. Any .~ttch req n i~i t io;, 
;;hall st ate the oh,ie•·ts of the :M cctin!! propo:<ccl to he held, 
atttl npott reecipl of such requisitioll t he ConllltitteP "hnll 
l'orthwith eal l iltt E xtraonlinarv Gencnd Mectin<r to Le 
hc~d. ~~·ithin 10 day~ snh"e<]Uent in tlte recC'ipt of ~n c h rc­
<pti>'ttJOit. 

X. YIII. ~\ t least Ji l't' cl a""· not ice, ei thcr J.y Ath·cni,cmenl 
or priutetl Circular, shall he gi,·en of each • .\ nttttal or Extr<t­
onlinar_v C:oncral :MPcting·, a·ntl in the ca"e of the lat tt•r the 
not ice shall ~t:ttc tlw nattii'J of the lmsiue:-;s fur which the 
l.leeting i:-; ealled. 

XIX:. No hu,ines~ shall he transaetC'cl at all\' Ccncml 
11 eeti ng uniP~~ there he per:-;oualh· prC'"ent at the. time the 
.Mcetiug pro<'ceds to hn:-;ine><>' ten 'or more :;'\llem!Jer". 

. XX:. \~oti ng \,y Proxy, or by -:\l emhNs who.-:c :<llh~c:ri p­
t 1011" arc 111 arrear, shall not he allnwe<l, nor sha ll more titan 
one 11ember of the :-;n mc Finn be ettt itled to ,·ote [or 
''neh Firm 011 the s;une oet"a~ion. 

XXI. Itt the ah:-;ctt<·e from the Colony of all the part net':< 
in a Fintt, their I'C]Jt"C:setttal inJ ll\· l'uwer of A ttontov ~h a ll 
lt(' Pntitled to ,·ote. · · 

XX:ll. I n <·a~c tho c·ottclnd ol' anY .;\lemhcr "hall itt thC' 
opittiott of lite Cot tlllti tlec ltc injttri<;n,., to the character or 
intt,re~ts of the Clnunh<'l', the ComtuiUec nta,. after dne 
enq tt ir_,., ;uul after oppol'lttuity of making lti~ ;lcfence ha:-; 
l•ePn atfol'lled to ~tH'h l\Jcmher, pa>'S a H e~ol11tion for the 
<' xpnlsion of ~nl'h 1lemhcr fro111 the Chanther, ami ~ttc·h 
Hcsolntion ;:hall mkc eftcct ~tftcr it ha" l:ecn <·ouHnnnieatctl 
to the Mcmhcr;;, ~11( 1 hecu pn~:-<etl at ~L (: encml Meeting [,_,. 
n maJOrity of not Je,,.. tlmu two-thin!:< of tho~e pre~ent and 
'lnaliHetl to 1·otc at ,.;n.:h 11eeting. 

XX:lll. T he Httl e:- ol' the Clmmher :-;hall not l•e repcn lccl , 
atl<lctl to, or alt!'rCtl cxecpt hy a majority of i\lember,; p rC'­
Rent at a Ucneral i\Jecting- (callccl for th:lt pur po:-:c) ;u11l 
a.ftcr at leas t te tt day><' not ic·e ha:-: hecn gi,·on of t he proposed 
change:-\. 

XX:JY. The Httlcs nttd By- law~ ,.;hall lJc printed and a 
copy thereuf ~ hall he l'ttrt ti~ llL·tl to eYery Mcml.er. 

- - 11 -

BY-L~~WS. 

( Co~FIJOU::l> AT THE AxNCAL (i-EXEHAL 

l\lF.ETINr. HELD 19TH }lAY, 1903.) 

I. The Offi<:e :-;hall h<' open daily f rom noon to 1 o'c loc k Otlit-c hour~. 
pm., when the :--ir.cre tary ;;h:dl l te in a t tendance, aud reath-
to eommuniente 1\'ith an.'' 1fember reqniring informat ion .;r 
acce~~ to the Hc•·onb of the Chnmher. 

TI. The Se<'retnr.'' >'hal l at tentl all :Meetings (inc lt t<ling ~c<·n·t;m·' , 
~lto~e of ~he Arhitrn t ~on Commit tee, it' requi red) , keep a dtt t i"' · · 

JOurnal of nil procerd1ng", take elntrge of a ll dtu·umettts, 
keep the ac<·ounts of the Chamber, eolle1· t Suh>'<: ription:-; antl 
ohtaiu Rtnti~tie~ of Tmde, prepare S tntemcm" of Tn~tle, 
c•otttluct and keep ('opie:-; of <"OJTetipomlent·e, and atteltll to 
stll'h other t lntit·~ as llta_l' ];p required hy the Commit tee. 

l iT. A ll •·ommnniea t ion:-< .-:ha ll he reeei1·ecl all(] an~wercd C'otT<'-poHd-
tltn•ngh rltP Chninnan, Yil·t•-C'hnirmau, O!' Seerc>tar_,.. it>;r. 

lY. S o d o1·nment~ helongin?: to the ChamhH :-;ha ll hC' re­
nto,·etl duri ng Ofli<"C hour", ttor ~hall a·nY minute of its 
pro•·eedi ttg·s he made ptthlic \l' ithnm a n <ll:<ler of rltC' C'om­
utittPe. 

\ ' . Notirc of any propo~ition or htts in e~;-; to he \.ronV'h t 
hy .Metn her:-; i>Hfore t l u~ Y l'arly G <•t:cml 1.'1 eetiug ~lllll l he g i ~en 
to riH" Se<·retn n • a t least .J d ay,; before the :M PE'Iitw ·who . . . . . . '="' , 
111 the <'lrettlar or ftdl·crtt,.;emett t <•a il ing such M eetitt o·, will 
stal e the hn,.;itt""" or proposit ion, all( ] ln· whom to he l t~ono·ht 
fo rward. . · "' 

\']. In addition to rite t:lub,.;cript ion~ a ~ pro,·idetl fo r ()I' 

Hule Ill, f11nd,., for thl' requirements of the C ha1nlter mav b'c 
rnioe1l in the following manner: Hy the sale of .,: tatem~nt,.; 
of trade, hy fee" on Arbit ration :t JI(l Hefercuec", hv fee~ for 
t·ertified eopie" of the Beconb ant! orher Doemne;1t:-; in rhe 
ArC'hi1·e~ t>t' the Chmnhcr or fnr Certi ficate~ for atl\' Com­
mercia l matter~, hy the is,;ue of telegraphic o1· ot her. infonn­
atiou of general intere~t, and by Y oluntan u ift.- ancl con­
tri lm t ions either in tnoney, maps, hook:-: or ;111y th ing- whic·h 
may he meful to the So<·iety. 

YlJ. T he Commi ttee sha ll appoint en'n- rear from their 
unml.er a l'o~Te:-; pnlllli ng Cnmlll it tce to "" P·c·r·,·i,;e al l Ittat ters 
c·ontteetcd wtt h the l'Orre~pomlenee of th e Chamber and n11 

Arhitmtion Commi tt ee to eoitc lnl"t and deeidc < ·H~es ~ llll­
tnitt e<i to tlt e Hrhitrntio tt of 1he Chnnther. The t'unc·t ion:; 
or t_he Arhitrar_iou Connnitii'C shnll (~OIItiuue so lmtg a :-; auy 
l •ll"ttte~:-: "" hmtt le<l ro them dnri1w their pcriocl of :-:C'n· icc 
rC'tnaiu.- llttdc>ridecl . "' 

Dn<'llmc•nt~ 
11 ''' t n be 
rl'UlO\"l'1i, 

(J(' II(' I''\l 
Uc..t ill " 
X 111i('v.:--

HeY<'II H L' 

othl'l' thntt 
f-\uh-•-ril'­
lious. 

CcHTe:-opcnHl· 
in~ and 
Ar hi t ratiott 
l 'otll tn it tee'. 
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Tn ca~es of tli:;pnte relating to nHttter~ of n techniea l 
nn,tnre the ArlJitrntiou Committee ma y nppoint Ollt' or more 
person~ other than ol' their munller to examine ami or arbi­
trate in the matter at ~twh fee or fee~ n;; the Committee 

may decitle. 

VIII. Bach "J.Jernt.er of the Arbitration Committee ~h all 
1Je entitled to a Fee of uot les~ than $5, and not more than $10 
for each sitting-, aml the Chnmher tn a Fee ( iu addition) of 
not Jes~ than $10, aml not more than $100, on eYery case 
~ubmi tred to the arbitration of the Chamber. The amount 
to Jw reo·nlatetl b1· the Arbitra.tion Committee, ncconling t o 
the imp~rtmwe ~~f the Gase anti the time occupied therein, 
subject r.o a11 appeal to the c;enend Commit tee, who~"" 
deei~ion 011 the.amount ,.;hrdl he final. 

JX. The Disputant,.; in n11 Arbitration ca~e ~hall be hehl 
tn guarantee the fee~ jointly and se1·erall_v to the Chamber. 

X. The Arbitration Cow m it tee ~hall appoi11 t it~ own Chair­
mau and ('Onfine it~ functions to ea~e~ w hen ih inten·ention 
or ntlvice i~ reque8tetl. allll ou no occa~ion shall it proreetl 
witb ani' ease nule:-<s all the part.ies suh~eri be ll Bond uwking 
the aw~{rd a Hnle of r.he Supreme Conrt. Prin ted form:-< of 
~neh Bontl~, legally prepared, shall be kep t for t he inform­
ation of 1Iem her~ who mn v ha YP oeca~ion to re~ort. t.o the 
Chamber for Arbit.ration: ·antl the Committee ~hall not 
arbitmtc npon, nor take any cogniz:wce of, n.ny di;;pll1'e 
whatever, nnles:' one of the partie~ interc~te<l t herein be a 
Member of the Chmnher. 

XJ. Iu the eYeut of a11y qne~tio11 m; to the con­
~trtll'tion or application of tbc~e B.'--lawf' , the General 
Committee shalllune power to (lccitlc the ~nnw, ~nhmitting 
t.h e matter to the 11ext U encrnl }leet ing·of t he Chambe r 
for it~ final tlee i~ion. 

' 

-B-

lH~LES TO HEC:L-LATE PR OCEEDIN'GS 
AT MEETINC~S HELD FOR THE 

NOMINATION OF HEPHESENTATIYES 
OF THE CHAJIBER IN THE 

LEG-ISLATIY E COUNCIL. 

( CoNFIRMED AT THE .. A.x ::n:AL GE~ER~\L 
MI·~ETIKU HF.LD 10TH :WL\Y. 1!)0;\. ) 

! . On n•ceipt o f a rcct lt(' :-<t J' rom the G o l·crrm•cnt to C\ nl icc n[ 

nominate a rcpre:<t•ntati,·c of t h e Cl nnnher in the Legi.~latin• ~Ice ! in~. 
Connei l, n (; uuend :;\lt•et ing of th P M cmbcro :-<uall be c-alled 
h_v t he_ CulJllll iLtee, notic·e u-f which ~h all be g in:n uy :uhC'I'-
r i:-<emen t in t.hc p n hlie Pre''" at l ea~t ,i tlny,; before tl:e hold-
ill,!(' of ~u eh Meeting. 

:2 . .:\o t iee i11 writing o f t.bC' 11:1111('~ of Callllid;lte~ , :u ·tl Pmp("al uf 
of the ir propo;;c·r~ ll!itl ~C'c·ond en<, to hC' lodged with the Crtndidrtte>. 

Secreta.r.\ at l e<t~t +H ho!H'~ beforo tl: e t ime appointed for 
h ol •l iug- the (; en Pral 1\leet iug . 

3. If on l,\' OII C' Cautl id ate, t he Yot iug· to be ],y ,;] 10\Y or r ., : i t l~ . 
!l au d ~, if mo rf' t l! au ouc C':u1 did att ·, the Yot iu~· 'to l:e hy 
Ballot. 

·1. In the C'a~e of a B a llot , Sernt inef'r,.: to he appo iB lctl by 
il!ll Meeting. 

.i. J n t h e en~e of a Ballot, a Yot ing paper to l :e lw ndetl 
to eaeh :i\Iemhcr entit.lecl to ,·ote attf'ndiug the Meeti11g, and 
ll'he:1 the Poll ta ke" p lace, t h e 1·ot ing paper~ with th(' twmc 
of t he tie leetcd Caml i(lates till etl iu, to he plaeetl it! a 
reeept:w iP (t0 be indicated 11: t he Ch airman of tl:c Meet ing ) 
: ~t th e plaee of B allot ; t he 1'\ (:rut ineer~ (or S eeretary ) to 
mgi,;t<'r t he Bame.< of t he Vote r~ a~ t il e Yoting paper~ are 
so dC'JlO"ited. 

6. A fter a Ca.IH!itlatc ha" bceu propo~ed :wd i"C'eomled 
}It•Jnltc·r.: u m.l· ~peak tt> t he proposal before the :JlC'eting. 

7. \Y heu all tlw Camlitlate~ ha,·e b r en propose,[ an•l 
"e(•nll(le tl the Camlida te-< may ml(lre~s the M eeting i11 t lw 
order i11 whi(•h their 1 1 a::w~ b an• heen ~nhmittul to the 
Meet ing. 

H. Tl! C'r cnf te r 110 l' ltrll!er adLlres~e~ may he mntle, and 
t he lbl!o t ~hal l take plac·c. 

Orclcr of 
Si 'lCl'ChP,. 

~) . A f ter t he Flcrnt iii CCI'~ hal-e rei>OI'IC([ in "· riting- to the nr~ttl!' . 
C hairman o r t il e ~lcc•t ing the rc~ nl t of t he llallot, the Chai r­
man ~ hall d<'<"l:tn: t h e ~ame to the M ee ting. 

10. Jn t Lc ea~e of a11 C'qlla lity of YOte,; J,e!wcen the \.:•>e c.f 
Candida tes ~tnlltl ing- highe~ t in tlw Poll , the Hal k:t a~ ('qnal it~· of 
J,et.weeu the~e Candidate~ ~hall he heltl over again a.t n fm- Y Ot c· ~ . 
ther M eeting to be en llet l o n a dat e to be deeided on by the 
Geueral Committee, :-neh date to he not later than 10 tlaY~ 
after th e fir~t. M eeting. • 



H-

SC ALE OF COMMISSIONS AN D BROKERAG ES 
m/opted by thf· f1o11f!lloll[t Gt11(Tu! r/iaJit!J(:r 1!/ C'ommt·rct, 

at the Annual (J'c?lem.f Mel'lin(l held 19th May, 1908. 

COl\1:MlSSWNS. 

Pnrchasing or ~ell in~t Tea, ......................................... . 2i per f't•ttl. 
,, ,, Rnw Silk, ..................... ··· .. · ··· ... :2~ 

• , ,, Cotton, ................ . . . .......... .. ..... :2 } 
,, Opinlll, ................. . .................. :2 
,, , nil other Good~ and Produce, . . ....... :; 
, , Ship~ nttd Landed Propert.1·, ........ . .... i 
, , Src,,;k~ nnd Share><, ............. . ... . ..... 1 

Jn5pect.inl,!: Te:~, ............... ...... ... · · · .. · · ·· · · · ·· · · · · · ·· · · · ·· · .. ·~ 
, S ilk ..... . .................................. . ..... . .. . ..... I 

c.:.namntecill!t Sale~, .. . ....... . ....... .. ..... .. ............ . . ........ ~ !, 
, · Hemittant·e,.:, ............... . ..... . .... . . . ........... 1 -

Drawing or t'tHior~iug Bill,.: or Exelmn~?:e, ........ .. . . ........... 1 
, or uegorinrin11: Dil l" of Exl'lmnl!<' wirb.out l"I'COIII"s<•,. !. 

Pnrcl.ta;;;in!! or reali~ iu!! Bnlliou or Bills of Exeh:.111ge •...... !; 
Remittin.,· tlw P ro!'e:--;1,. of Bullion or B ill:< of Exl"l1an!:re, ... !, e . -
P:n·in" and reccivi tw .:\louC'I" in Cmt C'nt Ar<·otmr .. ........ .. I 

. ~ • . ' . o . •) I 
,. ~l11p "' llt!<hnr~eHu•nt~, .............................. ··· · ···-·· 

Collecting Frt>ighr, ............ . .................... . .... ... . . . . ... .. :?& 
Ohtniuino· Frri"'ht or ( 'hart er .......................... .. . . ..... ... 5 

,. ..., ,·~ and c:ollecti ng ,;a me Freight, ... () 
A•l.iit~t.ing ln ~nrant'Cl Claim" nu Amonnt Het:o,·rreJ, .. . ... . .... :l~ 
Etl'ecring T n~nnut<·e, on the .lnsnrrd Amount, .................. t 
l'roseenli ng or defend ing :'ltc:<·c·~~l'nlly Claim~, c:ither at Ln w t ;; 

or bv Arbitration, .......... ........... . ..................... l 
Prosecuting or defend in.!( HII:<II<'<' C.-; ~fnll.l·, ............ . ......... -.. 2~ 

,, 

,. 

., 
,. 

" 

~hnaging EMnt e~ and collc<·tin _:~; Heu t,.: (ou (~ro;;s H er-e ipt~ ), ;) 
Tran;:hippiug nnd forwnrdi11g J e ii"C'II er.v, and Bnllio!t, ......... { ,. 
Forwarding or trnn sltipping Car;!o, . ........ .. .. .................. ~ , 
Traushippiu " or fonntnlitw Opinnt, .............................. ~2 per dtest. 

. "' .0 L (' . . Good:< WithdntiYil or re-sbtppcd, . ................................. 2 ,ommiSStOII 
Granting Letter~ of C'I'C<lit, .... .................. . ................. ] per eeut. 
For doing ship's huRine;;s wltc u uo iuwanl or outwartll'om-1 ~~~ <'<.'nts per 

mis:;ion j,.: earned, ............................................ J He,!!i"tC'I' ton . 

The coin·rr:<ion into Hong koug <' IIIT<'II<'~· of M<'rling ft·ei )!hl imnml to Ll ong­
kon()" pavahl t> in IIou n·kotw "hall uules" other wis<' ~t ipnla te<l, he matlc 
at rG~ rate for Bnuk Bill:; ~·u J.ou:lou payable on <lemantl: nut! the rate 
ruling at the close o[ n mail ~hall l>e the ratP npplit•abl<' to ,<ii<:h pnrpo~<e 
dnring the ~~~h~cf]tl<:'11t 1\'C'ek. 

HHOKE I~At~E~. 

Bill~ atlll Bullion .................................. fr per <"<'Ill. 
l'roclncc and (.;euC'ral :Mt•rl' halld i>'<', .......... +, 
Fire Ann", . ....................................... l ~ 
For negotiating a11tl t·umpletillg' C'b:trter" l. 1 

ami procuring Froigb t, .................. J 
For negotiating sale or pnrc hnse of Ln~~tled l 

Property, ............ ......... ,., ... , ..... J 

t.y i-l hip. 

" 

• 
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THE STOCKBROKERS' ASSOCIATI ON OF HONSKONG. 
TAHIFF OF BH.OKEHAGES 

To be char,qed to Buyer ond Srl/er. 

D..I~KS- DocKs, IYHA1WES & GooowN~, Con{(l. -
H ongkong & ~hangh<Li ....... . .. . . ::; 1.00 New Amoy Dock ........ .. .. ..... 15c. 
Nat ion:u Bank of China, Ltd.. .. 50c. CoTTON Mn,Ls-

D o. Founders' ... :1:;1.00 E wo .. .... ... ... ... ... .. .. .. .. .. . .... 50.·. 
l ssu RANCJo:S- • International.... .. .................. 50c . 

Canton .... ..... . .. .... .... .. .. .... 50•:. Laou-K ung-Mow .. ... . .. .. . .... .. 50<.'" 
China F ire. ............ . ............. 50c. Soychee ...... . .. ... ..... ............. $2.50 
l'hina Traders' .. .. .. .. .. . .. . .. .. .. 50c. H ongkong Cotton......... .. .. .. .. . 15t;. 
Hongkoug Fire .... ..... ............ ::Jil.OO H.EFI~.I<.:RIEs --
Nort.h Chim1 ........................ ::;1.00 China.Sugar ............ ... ..... .... 50<:. 
:-itraits M1u·ine . .. .. .. .. .. . .. .. .. .. 25r. Luwn Sugar .. .. . . .. . .. . .. . . .. . 50c. 
Union .............................. $1.00 i\Irsm;LLANEOUS-
y augtsze .. .. ..... .. . . . .. .. .. .. .. .. . 50c Bell's Asbestos .. .. .. . . .. .. .. .. .. . .. ] 5r·. 

LAND & B uiLDING- Campbell, Moore & Co. ......... 10c. 
H .K. Land Invcstmeut ..... .... iJOc C'h~na Borneo ............ .... ..... 25c. 
Humphreys' Estate ... ........... 15.:. China L ight & Pawer .. .......... 15,·. 
Kowloon L:md Investment...... 25c. Chin>L Pro,·idents .... .. . .. .... . .. . llk. 
\\'est Point Building ............ 50t·. Dairy F arm ..... ................ ... ](k 

HoTELS - F a.rnham ... .. . .. .... .. .. .. .. . ... .. 75r. 
Hongkoug Hotel................ . iiO:. Fenwick & Co., Geo. .. . .. ....... 2ik. 
Orientc H otel ..... . ............ ... ;)0··. nreen Isbnd......... .. ......... .. .. 2()--. 

:-i·rEAMSHIP- H ongkong Bakery ..... ....... ... 50.·. 
Houglwng, Can tun & ..)hc:w .. . :&5,:. Hongkung Elechric .. . . . . . . . . .. .. . 1 oc. 
China & Manila ... . .. . .. .. . .. .. .. 50.·. D.). new isH \I ll • . 10 ' · 

Do. new issne ... .. 25c. l:fougkong Ga;; Uo. ...... .. .... ... flO•:. 
lnclo-Chiua ...... .. . .... .. ... ...... oOc. H ongkong Ic~ .. . ... ... ...... . .. . .. 5or. 
Douglas S. S. Co. . .. ... . .. .. .. . .. .. 30·;. Hongkong Hope .. . . .. . . . . .. . .. ... 50c: , 
~tar Ferry........................... JO,:. H ougkong Tmmways ....... .... $L.OO 

Do. new issue............ . . . 10~ . Mamla Investment . ... . .. . . . .. ... 2ii ·. 
Shell Transports ... ... ... .. . ...... 251'. Robinson Piano Co., L d ......... 50~. 
Steam Water Boat Co......... ... 10.·. 'I'ebrau P lanting ............ ..... 10c. 

l\Innxo- United Asbestos ............ ...... 10,; . 
Charbunnage:; ..................... ~2.50 ' . Do. Founders .. .... $ 1.00 
.Jelebus ...... ...... ............ ...... 1 Oc. Uruversal ... ... .. .. .... . ..... .. ... .. 25t:. 
Punjom ...... .. . . .. .. ... .. ..... ... ... lOc. W at.kins, L illlite<l . .. .... .. .... .. . . . J 5··. 

Do. preference .. . .. .. .. .. . .. 5r. Watson & Co., A. '. .. .... .. . ... J 51". 
H.aubs ............... ........... ..... 2uc. W illiam Powell .. .... ... .... .. ... 15t . 

DocKs, \YH ARVES & GonowNs- CIGAR Co.llPANms-
Hongkong & K owloon Wharf... 50c. Aihambm ......................... . '2.011 
Hongkoug & v\7 hampO<\ D ock... 50c. P hilippine 'I' rust .. . .. .. .... ....... 50r . 

All Stocks, M<\l'ke~ Value :5;1 and under, as follows:-
$1 and not under 50 cents ................... .. 10 cents per Share. 
(Tutler 50 cents but not under 25 cents ...... 5 cents per Share. 
C uder 2G cents .. . . .. . .. .. .. . .. .. .. . .. .. . . . . . .. ~~ cents per Share. 

.r.t:. -Ou all ~tO(; I<~. t) l\ wlli~h t!ll' hrol~cr'u{ l' i::- ti~("(l a t Ml ct."nts per .. h :u·c h_,. t he nlHH'C li!'t, Ullll t. h e 
nuu·ket. \'HhW of whu . .' h fal l ~ beiDw ~-JO IJ':!r sh ·1 n~, t h t> l ~t· nkt· rag-1 ' \ 1 .ll lle 2~ cent~ I'Cr shnrl!: 
IJ~Iow $ ~0 )Wr ~lwrc , the hr ul.:::r ~~e will he I.J t· enr.~ pe r ~ha l't• ; nntl i f th~ stock drovs 
undcl' $>per share. f111 ly 1' ) rt>nt:o~pcr share hrnkera~e will Ue t·hn.rio('"••l. 

On u~l stf1Ck-;, on whi~·h t !t l:' h rok t.:ra.J,! · is ti.xe<l at 1·1 e~nts }'t!t' ~hllt'f•l '.'' tit~ ub'l,·e lis t, atHl t h r 
utarket \'Uln.~? of whJth f;t \1~ helnw $10 ver ~h :a re . t h e hrok · t·u~~ '' Ill IJc l!i C'euts p e r 
shnt·c; n ntl 1f the :,rodi. fall s Uelow $5 per :.,hare , t he broken.t~C wi ll he lO cents p~r shtu ·c 
Hill,\' . 

.For the Com:ui ttcC', 
1·:. S . . J ()~EJ>It. 

. l rltllf/ l!o11 . ~''fi'"' 'CI 'fl. 
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JJ !.V CTES of the Yearly (;en era! .Jfeetin.I.J of the H 0:\GIWl\G 

G~~NERAL CHA:\ID~R OF Co:\r :mmn:, held on 1Vednesday, the 
.?/'th April, 1904, at 3.30 p.m., for th e 7mrpose of 1·eceivin!J 
the Report 4 the ( 'ummittee and passin:J the Secretary's 

A ttowzt.s jin· t!t e year endin.IJ 31st Derembe1·, 1908. 

Present:-

Mr. E. A. llE\\'E l'T. (C'hairrllall), and Me~.q:', ]). n. LAW, (Yict'­

dlairman), J. H . .\L ~)liTH, H. ('. WrLco:-., A. G. WooD, N. A. Snms. 

H. E. ToMKrxs, A. HAUPT, A. Fo1:m:s, T. CocBRANE, \V. B. DIXo~, 

A. S. MIHAitA , E. 'N. Mn·caELL, E. H. llrNns, G. Vv. F. PLAn'Ain , 

\V. D. GRAH.HL, J. R . .MrcHAEL, A. MARTY, ::\luRnAY STEWART, 0. I. 

ELLis, G. Cunmr.;, E. Omns-ro~, E. S. \VREALLER, TARO IIonzmn, C. 
Il . Tao;upso~, W. DA~BY , G. H. DAN~,A.J. RAYMOXD, G.<.'. Moxox . 
.1. .J. LEIJHA, li . I'. WnrTE, D. E. Bno" ·x, W. S. llARRrsox, U. A. 

'l'miE:-:, II. SKOTl', G. DE CuAMPEAl'X, and A .. R. Lovn~, (St'ndary.) 

The SECHE'I'ARY ha\·ing rcau the notice calling the mt'C'Iing. 

The ( 'UAIHMA~, (l\Ir. HgwET r) saiJ :- Gentlcmcn,-The Brst busi­
ne:-:s before the meE>ting is a purely formal one-to confirm the report 
of the la:<t annual nwr~tiug, May, 1903, and the report of a S)WCial 
meeting held on 11th Augu~t, 1£103, with regarJ to the election of a 
rern·es0ntative of tlw Chamber of Comnwrcl' on the Legisla tive Council. 
The minutes of tlwsc met•tings were published a t the time and I take 
it you will holJ them as rcau. I brg therefore to rn·opo~e tbat these be 
confirmeJ . 

Thl r D. n. L~ w secomkJ, and the motion wa~ agrred to. 

The CHAliDL\S said :-GcntlC'men,- The reports and accounts of 
rhe Clramher for last )'l~ar hav(~ been in your hands for some Jays anJ we 
will tlwrcfo re with your permission take them a;; read. I will offer a 
frw remr. r\:; on the morE> important question:> which hanl engaged the 
at.trmtion of your CommittrC' during 190:~, and will then ask those 
member::: w\10 nny wi:-;h to Jo so to ;uldress the meeting. For the sake 
of conwnience 1 "·ill tak" the Yariou:" matters Jealt '"ith in the report 
in dnt> order. 
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The question of the Brussels Sugar Uonvention has recently engaged 
the earue:>t attention of the Committee. In order that full protection 
under this convention be secured for our irnporta.ot local sugar industries, 
certain suggestions have been made to the Government here with a view 
to the possibilities of the future rather than to the actual ne(•d:: of the 
present. 

A t our lasL meeting we had to express regret that the Hongkong 
Government declincJ to accede to our rrque;;t that all those employ<•J as 
pilots in the wate rs of the Colony should lw licensed. As you an~ 
aware the Chamber has again urgeu this, anJ a bill has recently been 
h~:~fore the LC'gislative Council dealing with thi:> important question. 
The Ordinance appears to fully meet the requir<~ments of the case, nnd 
we tru~ t it will not be long before tlw pilot ~<·n· iee is placrd on a 
,;atisfartory footing. 

In Augu;;t last Hi~ Excellency the Briti:-;h Miuistr r to China while 
on his return to P eking, wa:> good enough to agrrc tu meet the Com­
mittee of the Chamber and in thP report will be found the nddre~s 

pre~euteJ to him which Jeal t with a number of illlportant I J Uestiou~. 
Sir ERKEI'i'l' SATO\\' fully discu~::ed tbe,;e Ya riou:; matters and t>xpr~>ssC'd 

his de~ire to do all possi ble to furtlwr the interest of ou r tnllh' with China 
and his reaJines:; to give full con,;ideration to :::uclr r <·lH't'>'t'llhrtions a:< tht· 
l'hamLc•r might mak e to him. 

Last mmmer the Viceroy of Canton hPing anx ion .~ to inerease tlH· 
l'l'\'tlllue of the P ro,·ince endea\·oureJ to rHi\·e tlw illegal taxation on 
foreign opium attempted in the preYiou-; year by hi,- prrtlecef'sor. The 
excuse £or this impost bJi!lg one Yery g'l'llt>r£tlly put Eorwaru by t·h<' 
natiYe officials when addition:d fuml~ an• requin•u. riz., the paynwn t 
of the war indemnity. A t l~legram w:t,: at once despatched to H.B.l\1.':-: 
Chargt'· d'Affai re,; at Peking prott•sting against this propo~rd Yiola tion 
of treaty. anu, thanks to the prompt action of 1\fr. ToWNLEY and thP 
British Consul General at Uanton, the tax has been ".~uspendeu, " bu t i t. 
j._. very evident that it, wil l b::! nec~:>>ary fo:· the Chamher to continue to 
keep a careful wateh upon our traua l relations with C'hina in ordC'r to 
prewnt the officials from lt•vy ing illPgal taxe..; wlwn pr<'~,;eu for funds. 
(Applause.) 

As mentioned at 011r l:t,;t annual meeting thP lll l~'"tion of tlw eom­
pubory adoption of an official codP vocabnlary drawn up h.v the Telo­
gmph Companies ha . .: been again hC'[ore u,; and a lelegram wa,_; tlwrt'­
fore sent to tl!f• London ( 'hamLer of CommercP prote,-ting on J,chalf 



- ll) 

of this Colony against tlti." proposal. The objection,; raised ha H' been 
so uniqm;al among busines" commuuit i(•s that it i~ to lw hoped thi~ 
Yexed que:<tion ha" been finally di~posed of. 

With regard to tlw currency question, ~inee our last lllCeting the 
dl•ci~ion of the Secretary of Statt> for the Colonie~ ha ~ been gi ,·en. which 
is to th f' f'ffcct that "it was ou t of thC' que~tion to f'n ter tain th<' idea of 
arlopting a ~old ~tandard for Hongkong while ( 'h ina reta ine!l her ;;iln•r 
~tandard. ·· As a fi r st step th r refore towards a r eform of the currency 
in ( 'hiua a joint memoria l from the Chambf'r:< of l~)mmercl' of Tientsin. 
Shanghai and Hongkoug has been forwarded to the Diplomatic Body a t 
P eking urging that no fur ther time he lost in providing a unifom1 
currency for China, and the 1Jacing of the Pro,·ineial 1\iints under th t· 
control of the Central Government, hut it i:< with r<•grd that we find up 
to the present. nothing further ha~ been done in this direction. 

From time to time aU<•ntiou ha:; he<.'n directed to the Crown Agent 
sy~tem, and f'Ome eorregpondence has pa~sed ou th is subjt'ct. brtween 
thi>' Cham ber and that of ( \•.Ylon . ln order to more elParl.Y form an 
opinion on the matter a sm·i e~ of que."tions was drawn np ami pr·r;;en ted 
by onr llepresenta ti,·e at. the Legislatiw Council. Whik the Committel' 
an· not pn•pared to sa;· tlrnt it woul(l not he po~si h ll' to effect im prow-

ment;: in the \Yorking of t lw ,;y;;tem. th('_v are of opinion that it i" 
d ecidedly to the advantage of the Colony th:lt the C rown Agent ~:-~tPlll 
:;honld be continued. 

During the _YPar uuder tT\·re-.,· several question:; relating to t h<· 
~hipping intere.;t:' o[ the C!J iony h aYC engaged our attention. ·wlri l(• it 
i,.; admittt'd that regula tion.~ an• uece;;.;ary for dealing with Ye:<sel,; 
bringing r xplo:;in ·s in to the harbo nr, the Committee cannot but considl'r 
that the manner qf <>nforcing tlw regula t ion;; cou;:t itu te an unreasonab l(• 
and ,·exatious restriction on 1 he trade of the port . and that the reg ula­
tions might with perfect safdy oe modified . A ft<.' r considerable cor­
r espondence "ome slight concession wa,; obtained from the GoYerument 
aud it now rcmaiu ~ to hr ;:pea \Yhrthcr th r r rsnlt will prove :;atisfactory . 

The <1uestion o£ medica l in,-pcc·tion of vesseb i:; an old on<•, haYiug 
],el'll dealt wi th by rh<> Committee in 1897 and again in 1901. After 
g iving tht> new ,:chenw a fair trial the ( ~ommitt<'e are unanimously of 
opinion that the time has now arr in•d when the posts of Health Officer 
ol' the P ort and his as~i;;t~mts sho uld be held by ofllciab dcYotiug th eir 
entire time to the work, to t hl' ~>xdu.-;ion of printk pmctice; in fad that 
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th<' ::y:<tem ~hould he here adopted wnich now obtains in many British 
P orts where the numlwr of en t rances and clearances i ~ far smaller than 
in Hongkong, whi ch now ranb a;; one of the largest shipping ports in 
thf' world. The Committee intend to again addr ess the Governmert on 
this subject, and t rust that , on further considrration, the reasonablenes,; 
of their r equest will he admi tted. 'l'hf'y feel convinced that in this mat­
tet· tlwy can rely on the ~upport of all those member~ oE the C'hambt>r 
who art> directly intrre,:ted in «hipping. (ApplausC'.) 

We ar<• glad to lw nhle to record that the Go\'(~rnment ha:<, a ft r r 
considerahll.' C'OrrP~pondPnc·e. agrN•d to effect cer tain improvement:> in 
tlw signalling of "to rm wamin~5, and tm::<t that the practical experience 
which will lw ohtain<·d during tht> approaching typhoon iieason may show 
tha t the change effed<•d wi ll rr::ul t in all that ha~ heen hoped for it . 

OnP otlrPr point a ffecti ng the shipping requires to he dealt 
with . I rPf<>r to t.h r Imbecile rmmigrants Ordinance. This Bill 
a ;; origi nally put hl'fo r(' the L egislative ('ouncil was of such a. na­
ture a,; to gi,·r ris<• to the grf'atest unt>asiness on the part of those 
who::;e bu;.inr,:" it is to protect the in terests of shipowners trading with 
the Colon.'· · A prot<'st against. this Ordinance was unanimously signed 
h:v thr ~hipping compnnies here repr esented, and whilr. t he B ill was. not 
abandoned. a,; we bad hoped might br the ca,:e, still \'t>ry important 
modifications were obtained in committe<>, and we can only regret that 
the dtort~ of our r<>prcsentatiw in th is direction were not more successful. 
l eon~ider it neee;;5nry to ,;pecially direct attention to thi:; B ill, as thr 

whole prosperi ty of Hongkong so largely depend~ upon the faciliti es 
and encouragement g iven to "hi pp ing to v isit tire port. I fear that thil' 
fact is sometimes lost sight of and that from time to time attempt" at 
leo-islation are '<uo-o·est.ed, and r.ot infrequently carr ird out, calculated n· · ~o ~ 

to imposr undue restrictions an1l Pxpendi tnre on the shipping, which in 
thr ag gregate form such a tax, either by lo~s of time or by actual 
f'X penditure, a~ to tf'nd to ui~eoumge ~bipping from Yisiting the Colony. 
l t rnnst bP remem bered that the position o£ Hongkong as a distributiug 
et>ntrr is not impregnahl<•. 'I'hi" i" a point which cannot be too strongly 

mgPd. 

Tu rning to 11ue;;tions of a wider intere;;t which ,otill do!'e1y 

conc<'rn tiH' welfare of our Colony, I would reft-r to tlrP op<'n ing of 
K ongmoon a~ a t reaty port, anJ thP establi~hment o£ a number of port~ 
of call on the \Vest Hiver to thr henefit of the largt> and increasing 
nntin• pa;:~euger traffic. It is hut right that acknowlrdgment should be 
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made o£ the mnnner in whieh the officials of the Imperial .Maritime 
Customs haYe endeaYoured to preYent difficulties arising in connection 
with the work o£ opening thi,; port and also of the able a~<sistanee 

rendered by 1\'Ir. Fo:s:, H.B.lH.'s C'omuL (Applause.) 

\iVhile on the que.;tion of new treaties I would also mention that the 
Committee of the Chamber has addressed the British Minister at Peking 
with regard to the admntage which would accrue to the Colony through 
the opening of Waichow to foreign t rade. You will recollect that Article 
VIII of the Shanghai Treat:>- of 1902 provided for the opening of this ci ty, 
but as it will probably be some time before this section of that Tn•nty be­
comes operative the Committee consiJ<'r efforts should be made to haYe 
\Vaichow openeJ without furtlwr delay. I "·onlJ add that in our 
opinion thP Treaty port an•:t ::hould also include the si:::ter city of 
Kwaishin. The que:>tion oE piracy on the \<Vest River cor.tinue,.; to bP 
one requiring constant attention, though I am glad to be able to acid that 
during the past year complaints of thi>< nature haw not been so f requent 
as in the past. During the last few weeks however there have hePn 
some cases of piracy and it is evident that the local Chinese officials 
have ne\·cr attempted to ~eriously dt>al with t he evil. The only means 
of finally disposing of this question i~ to break up the piratical villages 
the positions of which are perfectly well known to the Chinese author­
ities. 

Although considerable time has elapsed since the question of the 
removal of the harriers in the Uanton !liver wns bst dealt with officially 
by this Chamber, wr understood privately that matters were progressing 
favourably and that before long the barriers ·would be removeJ. \iV e 
regret to find that in thi;; as in other matter;; of hope for improYcment 
no advance has been made by the local Chinese officiak While most 
~crupulously exacting due ob~<·rvance of the terms of the Treatie::: limit­
ing our relations with China the natiYe officials con:-:istPntly PYade their 
own obligations whenewr possiblP. The delny in removing t he barrier,: 
is yet one more instance ·of theit· baJ faith, and it is to be hoped that tlw 
necessary steps will be taken to compel the ChinPsr to r(•move the;:e 
barriers within the time stipnlated by treaty. The improvenwnt in the 
lighting of the Canton RiYer i,; another question which rflquirc~ atten­
tion, and we have reason to belic·ve that the importance of thi:< haf' not 
been lost sight of and that steps aro being taken both by t hc> Uolonial 
GoYernment and the Chine:-;<' Tmprrial Maritime l'u:<tom:- to deal with 
it. The great increase which has of r<'Cf'nt year,.; taken placP in t.hc> 
stenmf'r t raffic between H ongkong and Canton rf'nder~ it more than <'VC'r 
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necessary that this imprOY<'I11f'llt shonJd he pffeCtl'd \\ il h jJtp ]past 
possible delay. (Applanse.) Progrrss with the new Commercial Treaties 
with China ha,; been slo'r and the prPsent political ~ituation in the Far 
East is not calculated to facil itate matters in this respect. The tPxt of 
the new American and also the Japanese Treaties has been published 
and while some objections have been matlc to certain omission~ in the 
former thev are both in some rc,.:pect:; improYemcnt;;; on thr B ritish 
Treaty. I t i:; satisfactory to find that the payment of duties in ~ih-er i~ 
pnr::urerl undPr thP terms of the~e Trcatit>s. \V. e undt>rstand that tht> 
GPrman Treaty wi ll also ~hortly be ready for signature but ~o far as I 
am awarP tlw tt;>xt has not yd he<'n published. 

Tlw agitation now bc,ing carrit'tl on at homt' \Yith regard to the fiscal 
policy of the Empire ha!" naturally attracted much attention in this Col­
ony, and while the t ime has not yet arriwd to deal st>riously with the ques­
tion wr ha Ye good ground for stating that the majority of the British bmi­
ness communitv here is acrreed tlmt a change should be made so as to 

" b 

place British trade on an equality with its riY::!ls in thl' world's market;;:. 
I need only cite a~ an example one section of our business, t·i::., shipping. 
Tt is obvious that if we are to hold our position againi't foreign competitors 
pqual facilities should not be granted them with our shipping in British 
ports unless we in turn receive in their ports the sam~ ~a:•ourable ~rt>~t­
ment accorded to their own shipping. (Applause.) 'IIus 111 the maJont.y 
of cases is denied to us. The whole question of fiscal reform is as yet very 
much in the clouds but nevertheless very nearly concern~ the Colony, 
and the ( ~ommi ttee will therefore continue to follow closely the mov€'­
ment at home and should it u ltimately be deciued to ~eriously deal with 
the whole question no doubt full opportuni ty will Le offered us to give 
our view~ on anv matter ·which is calculated to affect the prosperity of 
Hongkong. I t .must of course always be borne in mind that H ongkong, 
while a British Uruwn Colony, is chit>fly a port of call for shipping. It~ 
local productions are practically nil and it.; manufacture~ limited. An 
enormous volume of traJe, a large percentage of which is non-British, 
centres here for distribution to China, Philippines and other non-Briti:<h 
territories, anJ consequently we must strain every nerve to attract thi>< 
foreign trade to our port, and we can not in our own local interests there­
fore regm·d thir- question of fi.::cal reform from the strictly Imperial 
point oE Yiew which may IJc pos~ible or desirablr in other outlying por­

tions of our Empire. 

1 han: re~erve<l to the last what [ think you will all agree 1:; 

to I-Iongkong the most important question as far a:< thi~ Colony 1s 



('OucemeJ that ha~ ari~en during the pa:-:t fe"· p•ar~ although it has 
not as :·et Lecn formally dealt with by this Chamber . I refer to 
the proposed ( 'anton-Kowloon Hailway. (Al'plnnse.) Throughout the 
whole of China we ;;cc new railways being projected and in ~om<' ca~e~ 
actually completed, mainly, T regret to say, by the enterprise of tho~t· 
otht'r than Briti:=:.k The race i~ to the swift nnd w<' cannot gruug<• tlw 
well-earned succe:::s of our commercial rival;; who under other flags pre.~;; 

forward where our British investor apparently frars to tread. The British 
inYc~tor, T am informed on high authorit.v, doe1' not care to put his money 
into railways in China, and in view of the aid that othet· Gow•,·nmeiJ ;~ 
rf'nder their nationals, while our Foreign Office refu:;e~ to gi,·e u~ equal 
support, it is not perhaps 1'lll'pri~ing that British conce~sions for railway.~ 

in China languish while we se<' foreign capital freely spent in dewlopi,;g 
foreign concessions. The UnJer Secretary of StatP for Foreign Affair,; 
i;; reported at a recent gathering in London to haYe made a statement 
to the following effect. Speaking ou behalf of the Foreign Office, he 
says:-" "T c are alive to the impor!:a.nce of railway development in 
civilising a country anu in promoting its comm(•rcia l dPYelopment 

* * * but in China we had not ourseh-es adm inistratiw 

responsibility and the work must be done by the foresight motiYes and 
self-in terest of private eapitalists." This, I think, fully <'X plains, anJ in a 
manner justifie~, the attitude of the British investor. Whether or not 
the Under Secretary of State has been eorrectly reported, I am not in a 
position to say, but even though he may not have made use of the words 
above quoted, the policy of the Foreign Office as understood bv us i:< 
here clearly defined. The time has llO\Y arri.-ed howeyer when .;n ex­
ception should be made to this policy. As I have already stated, the 
prosperity of this Colony depends upon its maintaining its po~ition as a 
distributing centre for the trade of South China. This being the case it 
is imperatiYe that the first rail way line connecting Canton with the ~ea 
sb ould be the Canton-Kowloon Hail way. If fund:-: for thi;; lim>, 
estimated at a milli01~ and a half sterling, cannot. be rai,;ed bv other 
means, then our Foreign and Colonial Offices should join hands~ Thi~ 
Colony should be allowe<.l to guarantee for a term of years the interP:.:t 
on the capital required for the section of the line acro~s the New 
Territory, or, if necessary, should construct and own the line, while the 
Home GoYernment should for once in the interests of British trade in 
China, break through its traditions and guarantee the interest on tlw 
cost of the section outside the Colony. (Applause.) The distance is 
somewhere about 120 miles of which one-fifth woul<.l be in Hongkong 
territory, and the cost of this section of the line would be about one-thirrl 
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of the whole. The importance of this <Juestion, both from a local and 
Imperial point of Yiew, is so great that I m~ke no apology for dealing at 
~uch length ''"ith the matter. 

Since our la:'t meeting the war cloud which luul been hanging over 
our head,: for so long has burst, and we grieYC to see two braYe nations 
involv('d in a contest 'vhich, whateYer the result may be, must mean 
heavy loss in life an<.! treasure to Loth. Already the result of this 
conflict has been severely felt by the business section of this com muni ty, 
and we hope, not entirely on selfish grounds, that the struggle may he 
brief, tending to shorten the perioJ of distre;:s and to minimise the 
disastrou~ resul ts of the war. 

Before I take mv seat I feel I shou ld like to refer to matters of 
more dir('Ct per:::oual interest. Our late Governor, Sir H ENRY Br.AKE, 
after many years spent here, has been now tr:msferrcd to another sphere 
of nctivit.v. A ::omewhat unusually long interregnum has occurred 
hetween his departure and the anival of his successor, bu t '>Ye were glad 
to find that His Majesty';; Seeretary of State ha:; appointed for Adminis­
trator so exper ienced and able an official as the Colonial Secretary. (Ap­
plause.) Still another official who, while not connected with the G overn­
ment of Hongkong, has been closely linked with the trade of the Colony 
has recently left n5. I refer to Mr. JAllmS Scott, H.B.lVL's Consul General 
at Canton. It was with sincere regret we bade Mr. ScoTT farewell, par­
ticularly in view of hi;; health having so seriously suffered dming the 
discharge of his onerous duties. I believe I am righ t in saying that there 
is good reason to fear 1\llr. Scorr may not return to China, and I take this 
opportunity therefor e: of placing on record our hig h appreciation of the 
l'nergy and ability always Jisplaycd by him in the execution of his work. 
l feel confident that all those members of the Chamber who have had 
dealings with Mr. SCOTT will readily endorse what I say. (Applause.) 
·while i t is the object of the Chamber o£ Uommerce to Jeal with all · 
questions relating to our trade as they arise anJ so far as may be to 
proYide for future contingencies, it is well occasional! y to give a glance 
back\Yard and to recall those who have workeJ in the past and by whose 
labours we now benefit. During the past year a very notable figure 
has disappeared from the scenr, and while it is perhaps somewhat 
im·idious to nnkc special rett'rencc to one when so m:my JiJ good work, 
still the unique position he occupied must be my excuse for mentioning 
the n:un e of Admiral of the Fleet Sir HE~RY KEPPEL. Admiral 
KErrgL, as we all know, specially distingui:>hed himself in the earlier 
Jays of the Colony by hi,; brilliant ;;erviccs under fire, and abo against 
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the piratical craft which then swarmed in these waters, while later he 
was very closely connected with the history of Hongkong. He has now 
passed to his rest full of years and honours, leaving behind him a 
reputation which all must rE>gard as a. high example of good servicf' 
fearlessly rendered in the inlere:::ts of the Empire. "'\Ye have recently 
had brough t before us in a forcible mannf'r the advantage which li f'::: 
with those who hold the command of the sea, and i t is good on occasion 
to recall the debt we owe to His Majesty's senior service and to rp­

member that their presence here means security to our trade in tlwsC' 
far distant waters aml ensures the safety of all those who dwell under 
the shadow of our wide-flung flag. (Applause.) With these remarks 
I beg to propose the adoption of Lhe report and accounts. 

1\Ir. E. S. W REALLER :-l\Ir. Chairman, I have very great pleasure 
indeed in seconding the proposal. I think that from the report and the 
('hair man's speech it must be eYident to all the members of this 
Chamber that the commercial affairs of the Colony have been very 
well cared £o1·, and our thanks are due t.o the Committee for the way 
in which they have looked after those things both great and small. 
There arc one or two things which the Chairman has referred to which 
I would like to mention. ·with regard to the question of explosives 
on board steamers I can only say it seems difficult to understand why 
it is that we cannot get on with similar regulations here to those that 
exist f'lse\vherf'. The Government has not told us, as far as I under­
::;tand, why ::;pecial regulations are required here. ·with regard to 
the Medical Officer of the Port we have, so far as things go, and 
can be with a gentleman in private parctice, perhaps as efficient a 
service as we can expect, but for one of the biggest shipping centres 
in the world that service is not nearly good enough. My exper­
ience last year when I was travelling- and I was in most of the 
ports in this part of the world two or three times-was that on the two 
o~casions on which I anivetl in Hongkong it took an immensely longer 
time th::tn in any port in China or .Japa n, ·Manila 01· Dalny, for the medical 
officer to get on hoard the :-:fRamer ; and I think that i~ an unsati::-:­
factory state of affairs in one of the principal shipping ports in the 
world. (Applau.-<e.) 

Perhap5 one of the mo~t interesting and important points to which 
reference has bc•f'n made is the cnrrency question. Well, it is satisfactory 
to ~ef' that it is not quite asleep, but as I do not understand currency 
r willlmtve that to somebody else' . The most important thing to which the 
Chairman ha,: referred, and it is one to wbic:h I do not notice any refer-
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ence in the revort, is the question of the Cauton-Kowloon Hailwa~· · That, 
r think, is a question of absolutely Yital importance to H ongkong. It is 
a question on which we may find the progress of H ongkong entirely rests. 
It is a question on which the vitality of H ongkong may depE>nJ, and I 
think it is one of those things which- we should ask the Committee to 
keep careful watch on and to do every thing they can to keep it before 
thf' Go\·crnment, and to do all they can to see that the present conces­
sionaires do something. I bel ieve there is no concession in British 
territory, and there must surely be some way of getting some activi ty 
put into thif' business. I believe that ei ther shortly before or shortly 
after the concession wa~ obtained, a bout five years ago, a concession 
was also obtained for a railway from Tsintau to Tsinanfu. I do not 
think there was much difference between the dates. A nd thi5 railway 
of 250 mile5 is now in operation, yet nothing is done by the conce~­

sionaires to build the railway between here and Canton. I think thi:; 
L; a most vitally important question. The China Association at tl1ei r 
meeting referrf'd to this question, and in their report t here \vas a ktter 
on t.he subject as to whether the railway should go by way of W ai-chow. 
But that is a detail. 'Vhat wP want is a railway, the termiuu ;.: of 
which must he British K owloon. It !iecrns to me that the rail way 
question is one of the very u tmost impor tance. Thrre is no place in 
China to which a railway i.::; so important as it is to H ongkong and 
there is no place where thtlre has been lesf' done to get it. (Applau~e. ) 

I beg to second the motion. 

Mr. J. R. MrcHAEL :-Mr. Chairman , I am sun• the memb!' rs gen ­
Prally will agree with me that the record of work done during the paf't 
year has been very satisfactory, and the Committee are to be congratu­
lated upon the result of thei r effor ts. I am very glad to see that thP 
heavy fluctuations of excbangt•, which continue in an even more aggrav­
ated form, are uow awake11ing some interet't in the cunency qn f'~tion . I 
sincerely trust that the efforts now being made by tho~e affected and 
assisteJ by the powerful aJyocac_,. of the Chambers of Commerce here 
and in };orth China, in .,upport of t!J<• ( 'ommi~~ion on International 
Exehange from tht> U ni teJ State>' of America to frame a workable 
>'uheme for 5cc:uring <:tabili ty of exehangr, will ~oon prove successful. 
I hope at any rate \W shall soon leam that a po;:sible La:;is for the 
eurrenC)' of China has been evohed. and that we shall anive in siaht-, 0 

of :;;onw srttlemf'nt of. thi ~ great hindrance to t.he 1le\·clopmen t of 
l~'gilimate trade. There is anotb r r ;;uhject in which T am ~ure Hery 
l'!'r :;on in te re~tt•d in tlll' welfan• of this l'olon\' J llll~ l takl:' a kcc11 in tPrc.-t. 
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T allude to the projccteo Kowloon-Uanton Railway. \Ve want, Mr. 
Chairman. to see that en ter prise removed from tlw domain of projPct;-: to 
that of accomplisbeo factf' . It is high time that th<> railway was 
completed instead of waiting for commencement. I hope the Chamlwr 
will u se the whole weight of its influence with the Government to 
induce them to assist with that section of the line which has to pass 
through British territory. With this at any rate something can be 
done by us, ano the sooner it. is taken in hand the better. (Applause.) 

Mr. \'\'HEALLER :-Mr. Chairman, \vith yom permission I should 
like to reao, lt propos of what I said just now about the r ailway question, 
an Pxtract from the circular of ME>ssrs. lLBERT & Co., dated Shanghai, 
;?2nd April:-" A feature which is rapidly becoming noticeable in the 
Northern trade i~ the transference of business from Chefoo to Kiaochau ; 
the facilities for loading and unloading cargo there and the rapid transit 
by rail to the interior arr creating an exodus from Chefoo and th E' 
establishment of the ~ame hongs in Kiaochau : it is saio that important 
markf't,; in the interior can lw reachf'd in onf' Jay wh<>rras form erly thf' 
same class of cargo Jid not reach its destination under three wel:'h.·' 
I think that emphasi:;r~ the importance of railways. (Applause.) 

The UHAl ttMAK :- GcntiE'men, with regartl to the rf'marks made hy 
.Mr. IVIIEALLErt and :Mr. :M:rcrrAEL T eau ouly ,.;ay that the member:-; of 
t1e ( 'ommittee of this Uhamber fully rea lize. a,.; I am sure we all do­
the ,·cry vita l importance whieb attaches to tl1c subject of the construe. 
tion of a r ailway connecting the trunk lines of China with thi;; Colony. 
As 1 hope I madC' it clear in m~· remarks just now, the question hitherto 
has not been deal t with formally by the Committee of this Uhamber as 
certain conces;;ions, we understood, were still in existence and these 
eoncessionaires were engaged upon the attempt to carry out their con­
cession . But as it appears to be the wi~h o£ this Chamber as here 
represented tha t the Uommittee should officially take up this question, 
T can only state that the Committee for this year, whoever they may 
hc, will, I am quite sure, deal ,,·ith this very important matter . (Applause.) 
I may add that I have rea~on to believe that the Hongkong Govern­
ment is as fully ali ,·e to the importance of this question as we ar<:' and 
that the fact~ stat<'ll by Mr. vVm:ALLER just now in an extract. 1 think 
from l\fe~,;rs . hBERT'~ circular, are admitted by u s all. As business men 
it i, madr c-!Par to n~ that any port which is left out in the cold iu t.he 
matter of rail ways must gu Lo the wall , and Uhefoo is a very good 
px.ample of what would happ t>n to H ong k ong if ·we arc not the firi<t to 
be (·onnectc(l to ('!tina by railway. With r(•.ga rd to the currcney 
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question, as you know, thP Chambf' r;;: of Uom mcrce of the thrcc prin­
cipal ports in this part of the wodtl have addressed the Diplomatic 
Body on the !'ubject, but beyond expres:;ions of their polite sympathy 
nothing has been done, at present; but, as we all know, the reform of 
China's currency is provioed for by Treaty a.nd i t is a matter which will 
be dealt 'hith very promptly by the Committee of this Chamber, who 
will continue to nrge the imporbnce of this upon the Diplomatic Body 
until, we hope, at no distant tinHl rPform will be:' accomplished . 
(Applause). 

The motion waf:' ag reed to. 

The CHAIR~! A::< moved the confirmation of the dection to membership 
of the following :-J'rip;;sr=-. GoDDAHD & D ouGLAs, BAHRF;TTO & Co., 
LAMKE & RoGGE, E . < :. W rLKS & Co., CHTJN OK FmE I~snnANCJ<: 
Co., I~o., SHIP ON S. S. Co., L n., 0 ;-;AKA SHoSEN ICmmA, ,fAVA­
CHINA-JAPAN L IJ", CmNA AND JAPAN TELEPHONE AND ELECTRIC 

Co., Ln., DEACON, LooKEH & DEACON, Mr. E. H SHAHP, 1<-.c., Mr. G. C. 
MoxoN, l\fr. A. M. E ssABHOY, and Messrs. D. 1\IAcnONAI.n & Co. 

Mr. G. \Y. F. I'LAYFAm ;;econded, a.nd the motion was agreed to. 

Mr. A. F oRBES moved the re-election of the Committee for the 
ensuing year, with the exception that Hon. C. W. DrcKSON (who goe::. 
home shortly) be succE>eded by Mr. W .. J. G nESSON. 

Mr. J. R l\hcHAEJJ f'cconortl, and thl3 motion \\':lS agreed to. 

The Ct-!Arrti\IAN thankeo tlw nwmbers for the honour thry had JonP 
tht> Commi ttee in rP-eleding t lwm. an1l the mef't.ing clo:<ed. 
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Hepv1·t (If tlt f General Committee flf the Ho~c;KOXG UENERAL 

CaA:.IBER Ol!' Co~nrER.CE,.fvr the Y ear ending 31st December, 

1903, for presentation to tlte ~;J;Jembers at the Annual .Meetin.tJ, 

to !Je he1rl on JFptlnes lrty, the 27th ApriT, 1004, ({/ 3.30 ]J.?II. 

During tiH• pnst :n·n r. wl1 ieh \\"a~ ~omewh!\ t ('llCI'Oaclwcl t1 pon Ly 
HJ02 Report. fpwer ~uh.it·cb han• Pngagc·d the attention of thr C:hnm­
brr, hut mn ch ~ati~factor.\· \York ha~ n;'Y<'rtiH·I I:'"" ht'cn accompli,.:lwd in 
CC'rhlin direction:-:. 

Sugar Convention. 

A copy of thi:-: Oonwntion, which came in to force on thP l ,.:t Fiep­
temhPr. UJ02, \\"aS puhli:-hed in thf• la:-:t Report. SincP th0n much 
progre:::s ha:-: be0n mad!' h:· tlw Permanent Commi;;,.:ion in putting 
through the nec0:-:;:ary legi.:latiYP machin0ry in orrlPr to eomply with tlw 
tPrm ::: of t!H• ( 'onYf:'n tion . 

A" tlw fm1wrial GoYCt'l111H'llt tllHl ert\lok, on !)(•half of the Coloni(•:< 
no!· pos:-:e~;:ing re~pon:-:ib](' GoYernmt•n t:-: (of which Hongkong i.: one) to 
take the neee,.:.-ary m0a~nre:; to JH'('Ycnt bount_v-fed :-ngar which ha~ 
tm"~Pd in tJ·an~i1 · through tlw trl'l'itory o£ ~L Contracting Stat,o fro n1 
B!ljoying the \)('ndit~ of tlH• ( 'onwntion in the market to whi c·h it i ~ 

heing ,.:ent. local l<'gi;;lation lwca mc nec:cs;:ary, and n Sub-CommittcP. 
compo,;ed of the Chairman, Viee-Uhairman. and Hon. C. lr. DlOKSOX. 
wa,.: thrrefor<' appointed to wnteh the effects of the finding~ of the 
P ermanent ( 'om mi,.:,:ion on the import and export ~ugar trnd<' of Hong­
kong. At the Gow1·nnu.>nt.',: rrqne,.:t Yarion,.: !"ugge:'tion:-: hnYe been 
made during the ,Y<'nr with the object of l(>ading the proposl'<l kgisla­
tion in the diredion hr:-:t ;;ui ted to tlw pPeuliar condition,:. of the tradP 
in this ( 'olony. Tht' Colonial SC'cretar~· for the rinw lwing had b0en 
appointed a . .: tiH• .. Fi,:.cal Authorit<. in Hong-kong. (Apprndix A.) 

Japanese Markets and Hongkong Sugar. 

ThP Von.~ul for .Japan in Hongkong having \Hittf'll to tlw ' ·DailY 
Pre~,.: .. protl'~ting against the imputation le.-clled by that papPr agnin~t 

Japan Eor thP di:::.criminating treatment acconlPtl in tTapan to H ongkong 
Hugar;; n:-: eompar01l with Jnpane,.:r manufactured Hnga J· ,.:. a l<'tt.L•r wn~ 
sent to the l'on,;ul cnlling nttcntion to ePrtain inaecura.cic,; in !Ji,.: lett(•r, 
and the oppor tunity wa:-: takeu to point out that, although th(• <li;:crim-

:W 

ination alluded to in bi,; letter m a.\· ha n• hf'l'n aiuwd eh idly again,.:t 
bounty-fed Continental Sngar, it obYiously applied equally to Sugar 
from H ougkong not bounty-feu and thPre '"a"' wanting an~· eYidPnce of 
a rl e~ir l:' on the part of .Tapnn to trrat Hon)!kong produd,.: <I " .)apatH'>'l' 
proJucb are trf'ateJ in this Colony. (A ppendix B.) 

Licensing of Pilots. 
It will ht• n·nwmlwn' Ll th:it a long CJt'I'P " poa:l<•nc·(~ with tlw Go\·(·rn­

IIH'nt took plat·l' in lDU i with th1 • ohjPet of m:ddng it obligatory on tht· 
part of th(• pilot ~ pl\'ing for lti r< ' \\ ithin tlw watt•r,; of th<' ( 'o lonY to 
rcgi:>h' r thpm,.:eh·r~ \\.'ith, :llld pro\·e thf:'ir qua li fieation.; befort-'. a B~ard 
haYing the reCJil i~itL' nntliori ty from tlH• GovernmE-nt to ad, and although. 
a,.: wa..: pointPd out. ,.:imilar rf•;.i;ulation; \\"L•r(• in forcP dealing with tlw 
coxswain,.: and <'ngin('<• r.: of ,.:tp:un launche,.:, tlw <Ton'l'I1111!.'1H could not 
then i"f'P it.: wa_Y to c>xtenrl tll(' principlf• to pilots. 

Tlw Committee again brought the mattt•r fonmrd in December 
la~t ·and instanc('([ the flagrant incompetence of the pi lot on board the 
"·"· "Tjipanns" when ,;he steamed owr the wreck of the " Pak~han ". 
whieh happenrd to he inuifferently buoyed with 1lang0r signals. The 
( 'aptain wa~ fined for nPgligent ;.:eaman1'lhip hy tlw HarboUI' Ma;;ter. 
\\·ho \YOn ld neitiH•r recogni~P tlw part pla~·rd hy thf' pilot nor allow hi1i1 
to g in• <'Yid('n<·f'. 

Th1 • Uon•J·nment rcp li<•d that the mattt'r wn . .: r<'f'C'i\·ing attention . 
and n'<'Pntl\· a Bill ha~ lwPn introdnn •d ll\· tiJ< ' ( :o\·<·rnnH·n t Lh•a lino· . n 
with thr quf'"Hon. (Appc>ndix ( '. ) 

Brokerage on Stocks and Shares. 
TIH' ( 'onuni ttl'(' propo~f'd to the Stockhroh•r.~ · A;;,.:oeia tion of Ho no·-,... 

kong that hrokerag(, ,;]wuld he borne by tlw -;(']l~'r only, as the prf:'>'C'nt 
,.:ytem in Yogu<' of t·lu11'gi ng both buyer and i'Cller with brokcragP 
pn·elude<l thf:' brokf' rs f rom acting impnrtially for both partie,:. U n­
fortunatph· the A~,.:o<' iati on \\·a ~ unable to ,.:pp tlw force of the aro-u-. .... 
menr, con tendi ng that tit<• danger oE pa rtiality would onl:· he accentuated 
h_Y tlw chnng<' inn~mnch a~ a hrok(•r might con;;idt-r hi~ dutY ·wu~ d1w 
more to th<• ~Pli<'r from whom he \\·ould receive hi~ eommi"><ion than to 
tlw lmy<•r from whom hP would not rcePiYf' an:· bJ·ok<•ragl-', wherea,.: 
nnder the prr,.:C'nt ":Aem i! i~ tlw inqwratiYP duty of a broh'r n•cE>iving 
hi:-: eommi.-~ion fro m hot lt ~ide~ to ,.:pc, to the best of hi,.: ahilih·. that 
both hu:·e1· an d ~ell<:' r nrf' treated with the greate;;t impartiality ·and in 
aceol·, l:nwr ,·.-ith _tlw r nling rnt( ·~ on tiH' markc>t. (Anwn<lix ]).) 
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Sir Ernest Satow·s Interview with the Committee. 

Follo,Ying the prPceJent :-et ou form<'r Yi,.it" of H. H. )1.',.; ~iin i ,.:­

ters at Peking to the 8olony, the Committee took the opportunity of 
inYiting Sir ERNEST SA'l'OW, G.c.~r.G., H. B. 1\.f. ':-: EnYo)· E:-draorJinary 
and Minister PlenipotPntiary in ( 'hina, to nwet them and receiw an 
AdJres:; cm the Yarious qnc~tion~ awaiting ~rUIPmcnt relating to th<• 
( 'olony',.; romnH'rrial dealing,; with l 'hina. among:,.;t " ·hieh \\' Pr<' :-

Ob,.:trurtion,.: in th<' Canton Hin•r. 
H<•gi ,.;trntion of :latiH -OIYn<·rl .J unk,; undN FOJ' t•ign Ji'l:lg:-. 
Pinw:· on tb<' \\"c·,.;t Hiwr. 
Inland Navigation Rule,.;. 
A h,:conJing Chine,;p Debtor,.:. 
National Coinage fM ( 'hiua. 
Payment of l'u ;.tum.~ J)uties in Gold. 
Briti,.:h Commercial Treaty of S hanghai , 1902. 
Propo,.:ed In<'r ra;.:e of Taxation on Opium at ('nnton. 

Tlw mPding took place in t lw ('hambcr Hoom on tlw Gtl1 AHgn,.:t, 
and. after t iH' Addrc•,.:,.; ha ll h<'Pll l't':td by tll<' l'hn irmnn, Hi,.: ExcPI­
IPm'y procc·Pt!ed to di,.:<.·u.~,.; thP ,.:uhj<'Ct:' tonth<·d npon tlwrPin, tak ing 
th<'m se1·iatim. a,.:kinp: for furtlwr information on Ft'Y<.'ral point:', o[ 
whieh lw ma d<' nore,.:, and promi,.:ing to gin• his ear l:' at tention to all 
on hi ,- arri m l in l'rking. Ht• <·mwiH<lr•d by <'xpre;:~i ng hi;: gratification 
ar ha Yinp: IH'C'n :d'ford<•d th<· opportunity of lll<'('l ing th<· ( 'onllll ittl'C and 
thu,; bring ahlr to in t<'n:hang<' Yi<'\Y;o; with tlt<•m. and add<·d nn ;~;:,:mane<· 
of hi :< rradin<'"" at. all tinH·:' to COJl,;itl<·r qll<':'tion:' which might he 
lll'ou o·ht to hi,; noti c<' ll\· t h<• ( 'handH'r. ,., . 

Tlw ( 'onnnittc<' ha Y<' n·n~on to ht•liew that thi." intPni t•w will 
,.:tr engtlwn th P Ch:unlH'l:,. futm<' n ·lation,.: with H. B. lV[.' ,. ForPign 
Office Hrpre,.:entati,·e in ( 'bina ant] l<'ad to <'Y<'ll morr r<•ad:· and ".nn­
pathd .ic ncqui<?:'C'Pnc<; ll'ith tlw 1·ir''" from timf' to time la id bPfore Hi:< 
.Fhc<•llPncy. (Appemlix E.) 

Additional Tax on Foreig n Opium at Canton. 
A proclamation i:<:'ut>tl h." tlw VicProy';o; anthority with n•gnrd to 

tiH' r<•-impo;;ition of an adclitional tax on for<'ign Opium in t lw Two 
Kwang ProYince,.: app<'are<l in ('an ton in ,J un<• la;:t, and a." prompt 
mea:'m e,.: wt•n· nree:::,:ary in ordl'r to prennt thr collection of th i,: illegal 
tax, a telegra m wa,; J e:;patclwd lo .Mr. \L\l:r:r.n Tow~LEY, H. B. )f,',. 

( 'hargt\ <.1' Affairr:', Pd~: ing, prot<':<ting again ~t th<' pi'Opo~erl rr-introdne-
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tion in moJ ifi Ptl form ol' thl' tax which w:l:' :::uct·<·,;~full)· oppo~eJ after 
n<·gotiation extending on•r ,.:('Yen luontb,: in l ~02. F ull Jetail,.: follow ed 
!,.'" iettcr and ,.:upport abo ,:olicitcd from H. E .. tlte Gowrnor and :Jlr. 
Con~u l UPnera l ScoTT. En<'rp:etie ~t<•p,.: ll" l 'l'l' ra ken hy )fr. \VA t: flm 

ToWKU:\' and Mr .. J .-un~t< Sco·t"J' at PPking and C'antm1 l'<',.:peetively. 
with the resu lt tha t in Angu,;t ]u,.t the CommittPe haJ tiH• ~atisfacti on 

o[ learning tltat tbc <'xaction ltaJ Oil('<' more been ~topped. (A.p­
pmdix F.) 

Official Code Vocabulary. 
~inee HWU tlte Telegra ph ('ompanics ha1·e hewn :'h·iving to im(JO:,:l~ 

on the :l\[t•t-eantile ( !ommunity of the \\" orl d an Official ( 'ode Vocalm­
lary, and with <·qual n•gularity thi,. C'hamlH'r along with lll:.lll)' other~, 
ehit>E of 11·holll 11·a"' tit<> Lon<lon ('ham hl.'r. ha." ,.:trongly protested against 
,.:uch an arbitmry mea,.;urt>. which wou ld han• haJ the rffcet of forcing 
a highn rat<' of <·x penditun· upon tho,.;c "·!to u,.: <• c·ables by rc,-tridiug 
tht• number of word,.: and "ign,: at their di"IH>sal nnd al ,.:o th row upon 
oWlH'l':' of pri,·aft> eode,.: :rreat int·onn·nil'll<:<' and t>X p<'n:<<' through the. 
lll't't~;o;,::l ry anll~ lHilll l' llt of tlwir end<·•, ,,·hiclt in man1· c:l ~t':' han• hc<'n 
compil<•d nt gn•at t•xpcll."<' and yc.tr.• of work. 

Tlw :'upport of tlw H.onH' (;OH'rnlnent Postnl Aulhoriti<•,. was 
obtained, and instt•ad of th<' ('0ll1 JIUJ:'Ol'.'" I'OC:tlHJ!Hr,l:_ th<• fn ternationa l 
( 'onferencP dPt'iJcd to alter tlw rule:' relating to eode,:, and after 1st 
.j nl_r. l\.J0-1, any tolllhination of l<'tt<'r" not Px.eePuiug tPn in 1H11nlwr 
will hr pa;;,.;ed a,.: a codt•-word, provided that it i :< pronouJwt•:thle aet·onl­
ing to the u:<e ol' tll<' languagl' to which t·od<·-word" ha n• bt'<.' ll limi t<'d, 
ot"h\•r comhi!Jation,; of IPtt<·r" 11·ill h(• countnl a,.: fin· let ter:' to the word 
and till' prohibition ol' ldtn cyplwr,; 11·hi('h hitlwrto pn·,·ailtd. i:; 
l'C'lllOH'tl. ( App<'IHii x U .) 

The Currency Question. 
Tlw l'('Solution pa~,.:cd at rltt' Speeia l GenPral Mteting or ~lemLtrf'. 

hl'ld on 18th February, HlUi~. in fa ,-our o[ the Straih l'urrency C'olll­
llli,-sion txtenJing it~ inquirie:- to Hongkong wi th a ,·iew to ascer taiuing 
whether reform of tlH' l 'olony\ r:urrency arrangement,; is ath·isnble, was 
communieateJ by H. E. Sir HB:'\H\' BL.U\.B to Mr. GaAMBF.HLAt~, 

Secr<·tar.'· of Stat<' for the Colonic,-. who in n•ply r<'f<:'JTed to the resolu­
tion,; ]JU::i:'ed at thr conferPn ce behn•t•n delegation,; from U ni teu State.;, 
( 'hina, lVI.exico and GrPat Britain l'Pgardi ng the monetary :-:ystCill:' of 
,.:iln·r-u.•ing countri<'" :111d rill' <•,.:(a iJ!i,-lnn<•n t of " ~ational ( ' nr r(~ll \".\" 

in the ( 'hin<•,.:p Enlpir<·. 1: <·:-olntion ~o. i n·ading ""' follo w:-:--
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'·That n national <:urrenc\· [or the Chine::;p Empit'C'. eon:<isting 
··of ;:j]q'r coin,: whi~h :::hall bP full legal t<-ndcr through­
.. out the Elllpin•. j,: urgently de:::ira bk 

·• .\~ ,;oon a,; practi<~ahiP . .-te p>' ,hould IH' ta kl•tt fo r the cs­
'· tahli:::hnH•nt in China of a fi xed 1'(•\ation hPt\l'('en tilt' 
·· :-:i]YPl' uni t and gold.·· 

:l\lr. ( · u .-ul u ERT..-\ IK c:on:;idered it wou Id Le inexpedient to :q •poi ut a 
( 'ommi:<:-:ion to i nq nil'<' in to the H ongkong t'nrreor_,. a ITa ngemen t:< a:; 
it· appC':tred to b<• OUt of l'\t(' qu r.-tion to entntain the idP:t Of' adopting 
a gol,l :-:tandard of ('LIIT<'Il c:.'· in thl' Colony while China remain,; a "i iY<·r 
:;tandard c:onn try. 

The Tient.•in ( 'ha nt her ha' ing bc-en informed tha t thl' Chine~<· 
C+oYemmen t were a nxion" to take: H<"tion with reganl to it,; Cu tTetH'," 
im·iteJ the Shangha i anJ H ongkong Chamhet':' of Commerel' to join in 
dmwing up a M<•morial to the Diplomatie Botly in Peking with tlu• 
objed of instigating ,;ympathet i(' ,;upport hy tha t Body with the aillJ,; 
of the Chine:<<: Authorit ies. Your ( 'o111mittee alh-i,;t>J that th<· li1·,;t :<t<'p 
toward:< a .-•olution of thi,: eontpl icak<l qne,;tion o<hon!J I)(' tlw <'"taul isb­
ment o£ a uniform nationa l ( 'Ul'l'f'llC_Y. a,; JH'O\· itled for by Arti('le l l of 
tlH' Briti:;h C'onull PI'Cial Trcah· or ~hanghai of 190i. a,- lllltil rcl'orm in 
thi,- di.rPdion wa,; eH rri ed ou.t, it would not he possible to snti:-:fadnrily 
deal "·ith tlw qm·.~tion of stauilit:· of <•xchange in Chin a. The Ti ent,;iu 
anJ Shanghai ( 'hamu('r" agre<•d to thi:s eour:-'e of action, a,; w<·ll a,; to 
tbc propos~~d au,:orption , in,;tead of th e closing, ut tlw pro,·incial .Minb, 
;tnd the Joint .MctHot·ial fl-onl the tlu·ep bodiei' wa~ JespatcheJ to (l:tch 
:iHt>tnber of the Diploma tic Body in P eking, th<' Doyen of whon t replied 
that the Diplomatil· 13udy wa::; highly intl'rested am! greatly appreeiated 
t he d'Eorts at HI ;r. eal of thP o<ignatory l'hatnUl'l'::' of (.;omuwrce. Nothing, 
howeYer, ha"' trano<pi l'(·d a,; to what pffort:- lmn• sincc bet>n maJe to 
further tlH' math-'r with tlw ('hinP;W Gowrnmen·t, but. it i,; no doubt 
too early to ex peet th.a l any material result. ha-< lw<' n atta itH'd in thi:< 
direction at the timl' of wri ting. (Ap]wtHlix H.) 

The Crown Agents and Contracts with Private Firms. 
The (. \•d on ( 'hamh<'r ha,·ing a4.ed for the opi nion of th i:< ( 'b:nuher 

"·itlt regal'li to tlH' \\'ot·king of the ( 'rown AgPnb ~)A<• n1 in l:l.ong­
kotw. tlte ( 'lwmlwr",; 1:\'l'r(•,;t•ntnti\"(', Hon. l:. ~ll .EW,\X, put a :o'('l'i<·~ or 

~ 

ctne-stious at a :-i Ubsl"quen t meeting of thl:! Legi.~latiYe Council, and from 
the an,.wer~ gi ,·c·n by the Go,·<~rnmeut aml the R eport of the Commi~­
~ion appointt'd hy H. E. tlw (~ un·rtwr in ltJOJ to inquire into tlH' 
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working of tht' Pnl1lil' \York, Department, the Cc,mm itt<:l' t:tnH· to tiH· 
conelu:<iun that tht• ('O•t to thl' ( 'olony through tlw <'lll}Jioying of tll(' 
Ct·o\\·n Agen t..: \\·a, not in<·oiHIIH'n"urate with the :;en·iee:< rcmlercd . 
The a,h·i,;abili t:v of all GO\ <' t'lllllent ,;npplie:< !wing purdm.•t•d lol'all.'· 
wa,: dealt with, and tlw Yiew \'Xprt•,;:;eu that public: work,; of ··a :<p<•eial 
na ture or of u rgenl'.'' ·· might- lw <' IHI'Il:itPtl to printk firm:<. Tlw 
( ~eylon ChamlJt•r':< rqoly eoutained an <'XJn·e,;:<ion of thanb for tlw 
information :<Put from H ongkong . () •. ppendix I.) 

Prohibition of Coolie Immigration at Singapore. 
The l'omm ittee of the Singapo1·e ( 'hamlll'r wrote in ,J liiH' [a,.,:t 

explainin g the r<'a,;ou,; wh ic:h had promptt>d it to ~upport tlte GoYern­
ment in con1w<"lion "·ith t il e proh ibition of the immigration of coolie,; 
from H ongkong on ac·t·onnt of the ]H'eYalcnec of Plague in thi:; port and 
inquiring whct.ht'r :<onw lll\'HII:< ut examining ( 'hine:<c· pa"sl'ng<•t·:< eould 
not he d<•Yi:<ed o[ ~o :<tringPtlt a nature a:' would redue<' to a minimum 
thl' \'h:tnC'<'" of Plague ea:<<':< oc·eu rring on th!' ,·oyag(• or on arriYa! at 
Singapore. Aftl'r full eon,; idt>ration. a t'<'Jll.Y wa,; :<<'lit <'X pre,;:<ing th<· 
opinion that no ex:11nination would lw adt·quat<- to prt>n•nt Plague 
oecul'l' ing on thP ,·oyag<·. and pointing out that tlw profit on the trade 
won!<\ not pc· rmit of any further exp<'ll=-'C" being im•ntTl'd ],y tlto ~tP~IIII ­

"h ip o\ITII'I':-' h<· r<• . r\.. ,;ugge:-: tion wa,; mad<· that if ( 'hine:-:1' la hour i:-: 
JH'c:l',.; . ..:ary to .-•upply th <· labour 1narkd of th<' Strait~ :S<'t tl<·nH•nt~. i t 
might lw of :uh·nntag<' to fou nd ~~ ,.:~·gn•gation eamp on onP of the 
lllllll!'ron:< adja<·<·n t i:<land,.: from wh ich tll(' trnn,:fer of the l'Oolie,; into 
~ingapore coul d h<· I'(',!!: Ula ted in aec:ordant'<' \\'ith tlH· l'l'<Jlli t·t•metlt:< o[ 
t iw t. ('olon.'· and at th<· l-'X]JPII:<P ol' thl' <'IliJlloyt•r . ..: of la bour !her<' who 
urofi t loy ('lllploying ('itill(':o'l' c:ooliP,;. 

There i,.: n ·a:<on tu IJ(•Iit·\·P that the :)ingapore Uo\'PI'Illllent rl'eog­
ni,;l':< that th<• only way out of thl' dili:ieult_,. would he thP adoption of 
,;ome ,:uch ~y4Pill . a:- thl• ( 'h:nnb<·r o£ ( 'ommerc<• thel'<' t't•commenJ!'d 
the <•xtPnsion of tlH· exi.-ting quarantine ,;tatiou and ,;cgr<'gation camp 
on St .. f olm",: I ~land. (Appendix .] . ) 

Explosives on Board Steamers in the Harbour. 
Tht• (ion•mln<·nt \H'rt• approaelwtl \l'ith tlw ohj<·d uf n•,.:tridin:.:­

t lll' di~abiliti •·' und:r \lll il'h ~t!'_lllJPr• eari·_,·ing :<mal l quanti ti<·" o[ 
d: tll gi'I'0 \1 :< good.- :tr<· IIJid('J' IJ II :tiTi\·a l in th<· H arbour. T IH· f:tl'l or llH· 
)HJrt Ul'ing 1' 1'1'<' <' ll1 pha:; iz<·d thr· IJ!' Iid tbat :d, l<·:t:<t . .-intilar rt•gulation .... 
lllight IJc appl ied ll" are in YogtH-' <Jt the Trt•at:· I'ort:< of ( 'bina. hut 
thf' UoYl'rUillt'nt l'Oitld nor :-'('\' it ,.: \l':t\" to go :t~ far in thi,- dirl'l'tion . 
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t:lome <.:onee~~ion>' \Y en •. lw\H' \·er. grant:eLl, tlH• Yalue oE " hich LlPpe111l 
on the promptlH'~" o[ the Harbour Offiec Oftic·iab in nweting incoming 
:-;tl:'amer~. thereby pren·nting tlrlay. It j,.: hoped that heforl' long tlw 
UoYPrnment lll:l,Y he intluccd to do a mty "·ith any unncee,.:,.:nry re,.:t.rie­
tion~ of thi,.: na ture. (Appendix I\.) 

Telegram Deposit System. 

At the end of Augu~t la~t ,;umc• intemal mT<mg<'menb in the J oint 
Admini~tration oE the Ea:>tt' J'll Extl:'nsion Au,-traht:>ia and China Tl:'le­
graph ( •u., <Jntl the Cheat Nodlwrn Telegra ph ( 'u., induced tlH'"<' 
Comp:mi1~,.: to ce<•sP the olll "'.""tem of demanding j n:<t "ufticit'nt co,·er 
from their r•~gnl: tr e u,.:tom er~ to med l'lllTl'll t iml~:•ht·etlrws:-< . Tlw 1\P\\. 

regulation~, pu bli:>lt<'d at two days' notiC'{', dNJullldl·d a d1~Jlo"it in t h1~ 
joint name.~ of the hYo Companies at a ,.:pecial Bank, a ~nn1 of money 
<'<[t.tal to the aYentp:<' mon thly acecm n1· of caeh sendt•r of H·IPgram,.: , or if 
thi~ " ·en· not agreed to, ea,.:h p<tynwnt~ to lw made fo r {:ach :-:(·parate 
nw:-:~ag•~ a>:< :<t•nt. At the l'f'(ILI""t of ~~~\'<'raJ Ml•mbcr:-: of the l 'lwntber, 
a :;troug protest w:1" mad<· again~t ,.:o high-handed a proc<'l'ding. A 
long cOI'I' t>:<pond••nn· <•n,;ued, in " ·hiclt it \\·a,.: poi nted out anwng>it otlll'r 

argum ents tha t :-

( l. ) Longl'r notice ,:hould ban~ IH'<'Il g iven. 

( :!.) The injuo;ticc oF a [H'I':"Oll de,.:iring to do bn~ illl' :" :" "ith 
onl.v one of tlH' two Companie:< being obliw·d to depo~i t 

l1i ,.: ll! Oill'." with both jointly . 

( it ) Tha t to lllak<· th<• anlolln t <kpo,.:i t<·d l'l[ll<tl to an H\'t:'rag<' 

IIIOnth'" tekgralll <tl'<.:UUnt wa:< tantamount to uwk in g Pach 
depo~i tor a creditor of the t 'om pauie.' fo r tlte g-reater 
portion of t'acb month. whieh \Ya." more than the joint 
Admini:<tration were PIHitled to, and that a rPJ uction of. 

the depof;it by OIH' half woul d lw a more L'quitabk 
proceeding. 

( ·L ) Tha t t he daim i•y tlw Colllpanie,; to tlw whole of the 
intPrc,:t allo,H~d l.1y the B<tnk on i hc depo,-ih wa:; uuju:'t 
and •·ontrary to eu>:<tom, and the al'gument for the n ·ten­
tion of the in tl:'rE':<t by the Telcgrnph C'ompani••:-: a~ put 
forward by them on tht• ground of tlw cr<'<li t :lllowt·J and 
trouhle or houk-kt·eping \\'a,.: l'Oil,.:idt•rcd In· th·· l' l wlldJ ~' L' 

to lw Ullrea~ona ldl' . 
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(;), ) That if all ,;eHd('J'~ of telegram~ eledt>d to pay en ,.:}J for 
C'aeh telegram ~ent, much expen;.:e, dl'lay and cou:::equent 
annoyance' to tlH' \\'hole :Mercantile Community ":onld 
n ·sult, as the handling of cash in !'mall amounts i:; not a 
quiek proem.:,.:, p;.:pecially in thi~ Colony. 

In the PJFl th f' C'ahlP C'ompanie,.: agreed to refund half of tlw sum,.: 
dPpo,:ite<l '"ith th(•m and to a llO\Y the whole of the interP><t. on th<~ 
n •mnining portion to tht> <lc•po,..itor. A rdn t·n to the old ~ysteHl " :m1ld 
haYC' hN•JI prefc•JTPd, hut n~ the ( 'ompan iP~ find them ... ph·•·~ nnahlP to 
ael'Ctl(' to thi:-: plan. yonr t'ommittt•<• are of opinion that tlw ".' ·,.: trm now 
adopt('ll i~ not witbont it:-< n1h·antnw·~. (Appendix L.) 

Medical Inspection of Passengers. 
In 1897 aml again in HlOl the Cha mhPr brought to the notic·e of 

Gowrnnwnt t he <le~irabi lity of tl t<' appointnwnt o£ the H ralth Offieer 
of tlw Port being fille<l by nn Official who;;e nndiYideu atten tion \\'onld 
he dPvot.etl to th~ duli e~ o£ tlw posi tion, anLl as a rPsult of t.hc rqm~sent­
ation:-< then plact'd hefore Hi :-: Exet>lleney the ({oYernor, Sir H EXHY 
Br.AKE ma de the foll o"·ing rec·om nH'n<ln tion:; to the NecrE'tnr:r of State 
for t lH• ( 'olonin,.: :- · 

• 

(a . ) 'l'he appointmrut o£ a Second Health Oftieer of th1• P ort 
'"lw will lw allo''"d no practicP of any kind. 

( /, .) That in ,·i c·w of Dr. JoRDAN ·~ long ,;enie<' a,; Hc·alth 
Offic<·r of th<' Port, Hi,.: E xec·llene:· recomnH•m1c·d that IH• 
"hould he allowPd to retain his priYa h· practieP on ,.horr, 
[,lit on ly on the di;;tind 1m dc' rstandin :x t hat '"lwn ltim;:el£ 
engag<·d ill pr iYa.t<> practice lw " ·ill al\\'ay . ..: plaeP at th•· 
di~po,.:al of thi ,; GoYernnwnt another Officr r n:; hi,; :<nh­
~ti tute to di;:eha rg<· tlH· dutic•,.: of Health Officer of the 
J>or t. an d '"ho wil l not takP priYatc~ praetiec•. on board 

.-hip,; . 

(r .) Hi,; Exeellenc·y fur thPr rrcom mended that, i t Dr. J oRDAK 

wa~ not willing to accept thP~e C"ouclition,;, another H ealth 
Officer of thC' Port ,;honld he appoin ted in hi" placC' on 
tlw :-;ame h·rm :< a:-: tho:"P offC'n'd to th<• Recond H ealth 
Officc·r of the Port. 

The ( 'onllni ttee at that time <: xpre,.::;l\tl the opmwn that the abOYt' 
J't'{'.om nwndation,.:, if carr iC'd into effect, woul d, they hoped, put an L'n tl 
to th(• del aY~ in the in~pPdion of ,-,~~"< • 1 ;: tha t had occ·utTPd in tlw 
pa;:t, and th:•refor<' agr<'f'd to Hi:< E~cf'lleney·~ ~nggC'~tion . ..:. 



I 
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Thi,; hope unl'ortnna t<·l_,. 1ra..: not fulfi lled. and tit<' t 'ham her l'mmd 
it npce~:;ar.'· to again dra w the attPntion of Hi ,; E'\cell l'llC," tlw Officer 
Admini:.:tering the Gon•nJm<•nt to the inconYeni enc<> nn d ]os::; ~ uffer('d 

b;· the large shipping intE>re~t ,. o£ thi ,.: t 'olony through the new nn nnge­
nll'nt not h:n·ing prodneed the anti<'ipated result, a~ in <'On s<>qnE>nC<' 
of tlw H ealth Otne<>r of th<' Port and hi,- deputy being <'nga.g<>d with 
tlwir prirntr prnctief• in rnr ion,.; pn rb of tiH' City. it not infre<[U<•ntl_,­
happ<'n~ th:tt \\'h('ll tlwir offi<·ial "< 'JTi eL·~ arP I'<' Cj lJirc•d thf'.'. arc• inac('e..:­
,.:ihlP. Dr. Kl·TI' i,.: thn>< ol't<•n tlw onh· Ottiel'r arnilahlc• to nttf' tld tlw 
"'hip'- cmning into th1• Harbour. \l·ith tht' rl',.:nlt that ddnY:' m·c• (J[ 

f rnqn <•n t OL'('ttl'l'<'ll<'<' . 

Hi,; Exc('ll c>JH'.Y ha,:. holrc· ,·c·t·. not :'<'<'11 hi ,: I~'< IY to follow th<• ( 'om­
lllittt><''" ."'llg'g' <'~tioll to c• ntpl o.r :1 Uon •rnnwnt Ufficinl wit-hout printt<' 
praeliee hut ,,·ith a qun li fi <•d a,.:,.:i,-tan t. and t he• ( 'olllmi ttP<' t·c·g J'I t 
h:n·ing to n ·cord thi ,.: deei,.ion a,: tlwy fel' l th t' i r ,.:ugw•,.tion i,.: t lw only 
rpnwdy for Ht <' dc•lny,.: now exlwri<'n<'<'<l. (Appc·)1dix :YL) 

Junks flying Foreign Flags to evade Payment 
of " Ching-Fei" Tax levied by the 

Viceroy of the Two-Kwang. 

Following np th<· r<• pn•,.:enta tion,.: mad(-' la ~t y<'aJ', th C:' ( 'ommitt<'<' 
again drew tllP a tt(•ntion of' t l ~t• (towrnmr nt to th(• fad tlw t a larg1• 
nnmlwr of trading ,Junk:' u,.: ing tlH' Har·bour a~ natin; craf t nftc•r 
l<•aying tlu~ wat<•r,.: or th<· ( 'olony lwi ,.: f- C'l'rta in for<'ign flag;,: nndC'r 
Consular Authori ty and proec•<•d to ( 'nn ton a:< foreign cral't. Mr. 
JAMES Rco TT, H. :'1'1 .'."' C'on,.: u[ Genera l at Canton. r<'ff' l'l'<'<l to the nw ttl't' 
in his Annual H Ppor t for J not a,: a .~t-a t (:' of n ffa ir,.: which i,- oln·iousl.r 
unsatisfactory both a; r<'g::tl'<l:' tl r<' Hongkong Government and th <· 
Imperial :\Iar it im<• Cu stom ~ in ( !hina. <'er tain :-: ugg<',.:tion ~ wPrP thl'l'<'­
fon• made which. it i:< hop<•d, will he acted npon, ,.:o that th<' Harbour 
:Master may lw kPpt .infomwd as to the name . ..: and n•gi:;ter<•d Hnntber:-: 
of ,.;neh .] uuk...: to cnahln him to rdu><c thPm tlw right of entry and 
dE>araneP in tlw Colon.Y. Tlw impropPr U:<l' of alic·n fia g,.: h:· C'hin <'"<' 
Junk,.; will tlwn hP discou raged . (Appendix X .) 

Storm Warnings. 

Tlw c•x c· rtion,.: ol' th<· Commi ttee in 1 !.)()2 \Yere n•mml ed l1y H. E. 
the Uorernor· ag rc·c·ing in J\fa.r la~t to introdUC'(' till' fla g ,.:y,.: t('l11 or 
weather signal:; a:; worked at Nhavghai for tllC' information of S hip­
ma:-;terr-, hnt without di:;plaeiug tltt" cone ,.:y:;tem in u~e . Hi~ R x <' <• ll encJ·' ~ 
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opinion and that of hi:; expert adYisct·,.; wn.' :-;t.ated a::; being that the ~one 
,.: vstem was a ]l(' tter ami safer system and familiat· to the local Junk 

1;opulation. I t will be r <>membered that at the commencement of the 
discussion the Chamber suggested the introtluction of a flag system, but 
Hi:> ExcE>llency then n.nived at the conclu1<ion that an alteration in the 
Hougkoug ,.:y~tem of signallin~ storms wai' not desirablE> anti that a 
:;ystem of flag ,.: ig na Is to conY C)' wc:>atll<'r information wa~, for the 
n •asons inrlient<>d by the Artiug Director, not suited to loeal condition,:. 
]i';y('ntualh· the Chamber drew an extendetl code of symbol ,;ignab for 
day, a.ud .lantern ,-igna.l:-: [or night work, to meet t-he objcdion" rai sed 
against fbg~ as well as on el·ouomica I groumk Now that the Govern­
ment ha~ introduced the :::ihanghai flag sy:::t.em it. i::: fc> lt tlwL at lca.:;t n 
fair trial may be g iven to it and ohjE>ction:; nti~ed la te r if found 
llCCC:'tiary. 

The (.)onuui tt\·e·:,: suggc::;tion that an additional ,.;ig ual , tation ~hould 
])(' e,.:tabli ~hed at C:tpe Collin.;on and Green I~laucl wa" Yetoe<l on the 
ground that d te.;t• plae ~·- were not in direct telephonic eommunica~iou 
with, and the ::: i gnal ~ could not he n·r ified by, the OL:::en ·atory Offictals. 

A eom·p,.:,.: ion wa:; g ranted wherehy all i.\ia .~ter:; of Ve,.:::;el:; or their 
Agent,: ma.Y now obtain free :::peeial telegraphi<· information from the 
ObservatorY l1Y ca llin g a t the Telegraph Company'.~ Office in the 
.Praya or thro~tgh llw telephone on ~alling at tlw P olie<' Station at 
Kowloon Poin t. and thi ;; will doubtlc,;s pt'OY<' of adntatng;• to Master,; 
of Ves.~el,; on the point oE ,:ailing. 

Tlw Aeti ng Di r(•d or ( iVlr. Fwn) reported that the u usc·n ·ator.Y wa~ 
well l'<jtt ippcd with l\IetPorological instrumen t~ . (App<'ndix 0.) 

Reduced C~ble Rates to Europe. 

The hop<' expre.-;setl in la~t year' ,; H.eport that the repea ted t·epre­
:;en tntion~ to the C.tble ('):n;nnie.; on the subject of the exce:;sive 
ra te~ eharged might not IJ :• wir!wut cffet·t at the Intm·national 'f elc­
waph \.. ~onfet'ellCl' in May, lUO:~, for tunately t urned out to be correct, 
a::: from the 15th .) uly, 1903, the rate to Europe wa:> dropped from 
Francs 7 to ;),50. a r<'dnetion o[ over 20 per C<'nt. 'l'hc competitiou 
0 [ tlH' new Pac·ifie Cable tu Manila ha ,; been thc• Jir<'et ('au:::e of the 
lower rate~ l'or whi(·h rlw ( 'omrnittec· ha1·1· hc·c·n ngitnting for ,Y<':tr . .: pa . .:t. 
( A.ppc•n dix P. ) 
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Conveyance of Australian Mails via Hongkong· 
and the Siberian Railway. 

The Uouneil of the ~odh Au;;tralian Leagu <> forwarJeJ re,.;olutiou,.. 
in fa\·our of the quicker tra n,-it of London 1I::til,; to Au,;tralia an d th<' 
de:::irnhilitY of inatwnrnting a,.; "oon a~ the AdC'laidt>-Por t Darwi n Hai l-. ,..., ' 
way linC' i" <:ompldcd of a mail "cn·ice citi tlw Tran,.-Siherian Hnihnl)' 
to China and tlwncl' ti.( Hongkong or ('an ton I >y ii r" t ,.; t<•allH'r "c•rYi<:<' 

to Port Darwin. (A pp<· tHl ix Q.) 

Election of a Representative to Legislative Council. 
H. E . S ir H JO\IW BLAKE informed the Cham ber that h<• ha d 

grantetl a year':< lc:t\'C o£ ausenee to the Hon. H. SHEW.\N ""[rOll! the• 
5th Angu:;t ]a,.;t anJ tlteJ·pforc· n•quc:-;ted the nomination of a tt•tnporar." 
Member or Council in hi:; plael'. A :<pecial UC'nera l Meeting o£ tlw 
~{ember:< wa,.; lwld on tlw ltth id<'m, at \\·hich } fr. H. 8. P o LLOC J\ , 

K.C .. • wa:< d<•('t<•d hy !i:\ Yoh•,.; to ;)1 for 1\Ir. E . . A. HEW~:1'T. Hi­
Excellency aftPrward.- ,.;ignifi<·d hi,- appruYal of t lw numi nHtiun. ( .. \p­

pcndix H.) 

Imbecile Persons Introduction Ordinance 1904. 
Thi" Bill, which Lecame law on 23nl February, 190-±, \\"a .~ in tru­

dueC'J in the Legi~latiYe Council la:"t Augu~t unuer the nalll(' o[ 

" Imbecile fmmi[JI'Ufion o,·dinwU't' . . , It:; condition~ \\'ere :"U OIH'r0tl" 
that the Cha111 bcr strongly oppo;.ed eaeh ~tage in Couneil through tht• 
Acting H<'pre:;cnta tiYe of tho Chamber, Mr. H. E . P oLLOCK, K.c. , :1nd 
the Governnwnt were inJuceJ to ;:,omewhat restrict tlw propo:;t'd 
liabilitie:; unJer which Owner,:, Charterer:::, Agent:o:, Con ~ignceH and 
l\iastPr~ of w,;,-d,; wc•t'P to Ill' ,.;nbjeeted to for lumling per ,;ons in th<' 
ColonY who aftNwurJ,; IH'canH' lunatic, etc., and a charge un the rate:< 
withit~ ,-i:-;. month:< of :<uch landin~. The period of. :;ix montlt:< \\':IS finall y 
rednc<'d to three month-<. the a~gr<•gate t•xpen:<e limited to $:J ,OOO. 
<:'Xemption permith·d if it eould Ill' proYed that :<nch JWr,-on lwcanw 
lunatic. Ne., aft<•r <~ Inharkation at the port or place £1'0m ,rhich h<· ,-hip­
ped and t lH• right gi n ·n to demand from the Authoritie,.; a certificate ol' 

refu;;al of pt'rmi,;sion tu land. 

" ' ith thr~r l'OnC'<'~"ion:< thf• !.'om mittC'C' had to lw cnnLPnt, hut tht>~' 
re~ard with .~om<' t·oneern tiH· recunent Jp:;in· o£ tlw UoY<·rnnH•nt tn 
,-aJdle the :<hipping intere"t" with expenses whieh thrcntc•n io LlPpr irt• 
Hongkong of it,.; ad\'untuge a:< a cheap tratbhipping port. Your 
C'onunitt<·<· !ut\'(' had in tn ind throughout their de libent tion:< on tlti~ 
Ordinan<·t> tha t thP rd<•Jttion of fn·edom front tliret"t taxa tion and tlw 
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repr<'""ion of u;:,el<· =-~ n~:;tridiun,; i;: the pol ie.'· wh ich the ,;h ippi n~ pa,.;:<­
ing through the harbour ,:honltl be trt':-tted if it,; pre;;ent Yulumc i:< to 
be maintaineLl or inct·<•a,;etl. 

The shipping Firm~ and Agencic~ ,;npported the aetion o~ th<· 
Uon1mittec· b.v add re.~ l" i n~ a petition to H i" Exc<>lbtc·y th<' Uflic<•r 
A.Jmini,;terin~ the Uon•mmcnt in whieh n· r r ,.; tL·ong argunwnt,; wen· 
brought forward for the \~· i thdrawal of thr Bi il. but nnfortunatel:· Hi" 
E xcPlleney refu,;ed to comply with the wishe,; o£ the P etitioner:<. 
(Appendix R.) 

Members. 

Tlw pn•.;c•nt memLer~h i p i,; ] 4:+, ,.;ho,,· ing an inerea:<e of l:i Firm,; 
a.nJ Public l'omp:m i<·~ and ;1 priYa t<' indi ,·i dua l:<, who now number 117 
a 11 cl 2 7 rp,.; pec-tin' I y. 

:\Ip,.;,..r:-.1 lh:.1.co::-.- l\ J L I.;;Tl:\ <: ,.: :tnd En\\'.\J{Il,.:, P LHY & ( 'o .• Lu .. 
haYe re,:igu<•d their lll t'lll l><' r:<hip. an <l th<' H oLI..·I.!\0- ( 'm ~.\ Tt:.\Jll:-.u 
C'o. took on•r th<• tnetn ber:;hip of :\11<':-;,;r.-<. H uT:t. :-; ' .JAC'OB & ( 'o . 

The following haYC been aJmi ttecl to lllellllwr,;hip "uhjt•et tu t'OtJ ­

firmation at the Annual Meeting :-

1\Ics,;r:;. GoJ>D.HW & Dor:uLA:-:, B AHHF.T'I'O & l'o .. LA~1KE ,~ 
Hoc:w::, E. ( '. WrL K::; & ( 'o., UHuN OK l!'nm I N:-;t' HANCI·: 

( 'o .. Lll . , SHW Ox ~ . t-l . ( 'o., Ln ., O~AKA SHOSK~' 
KAI:,IJU, ,J A \ 'A-( 'Hl.NA- JA PAN L J,J.N , UHINA & .J.\ PAS 'fgi."­
P HnN B & E T,RC'TnJC' ( 'o . , Ln., D RACO::\, L nnl\F.Il & DEAC'UK, 

:VIr. K H. 8H AB I'. K . c., l\Lr. U. f' . 11uxn.N. and 2.\fr. A. 
.:\1. Fl ~:" .I.BUUY . 

The General Committee. 

~inc<· it,.. Plel'tion at t lte la:;t Ann ual .Jieeting in ) [a,· la,.;t. t lw onh· 
l'ltangP:< ta king place ban· lwC'n tlw temporary :.:nb:.:titution of :VIr. 1-i. 
1 ·~ . 1\ .>L LllCK. K .C., for 1\Ir. n. Su r.: WAX a~ e.l'-ofiir·io l\1 <'Ill ber in Augu ,.;t 
last, and l\lr. ('. J'hCHF. LA1 ; ba Ying left the <..'olon.Y in .Jnnuar_,., HIP-I, 
Jlr. A. HAt'PT \'1":1 :< im ited to r<' -join the Commiti<· t> . 

Reuter·s Political •relegrams. 

Rint·<• the la"t 1\f<·<'r ing t ltr· ( 'onnn ih<'<' haY<' mad<• a c·ontrad \Y ith 
till' I:Puh·r·,. 'l't·lr·gr:tlll ( 'n .. Ld., [or fiY<· .n·a l':' :d a lliOllthly ,.; uh,:nipt ion 
()I' $ ;)()() . 
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Proposed Direct Parcel Post Exchang·e between 
Hong·kong and United States of America.. 

The Committee han' plea,;unl in reporting U~at the joint rel>l'l'­
,;eutation:-: of the Chamber, and that of Amo:·· to thr HouJlkong 
Gon•rnment whic·h \ H' I't' ,;trongly -<upportP<l l>y H. E. Sir HE~HY 
B LAK J-: , :n1<l rpferred to in ln,.:t n •ar',; H<·port. !tan· had a ,;ati,fadon· 

1::':'\le. 

Parcel,; nwy now he :-:ent direc·t from H ongkong IJ_,. po~t to plac<•:-: 
Jn the U nitNl State:-:, and then~ is little douht tha t thi~ .-eni c·<• " il l 
rapid]_,. pro1·e a gn·at eonn•nicnc·c• and ineentin• to tTad<•. 

Arbitrations. 

During the year )') <lilterence~ between buyer autl ,;elJer were rder­
n•d to t he ( 'hnmb<•r hy )1embcr,;, a ad the exper t ,;urY<'Y n•port~ made 
on tht• 1-(0od,; in di,;put<• " ·er<• in all ea:;e,; aec<'pted by the appli<'an t·,;. 

A,; Olll.:' of the objt:et:-: of tlw Clwmber j,; to encourngc· rl'fert:IWt' to 
arbitration in t rad<• tli,:pute,: in ... tcad of by redn•,:..: in the La\\· ( 'ourt". 
the Committe<' cou,:ider it :-:at i:-:factory to place on l'<.-'conl the increa,;c•d 
inclination on the part of manufactu t·er:; aud merchant,: in Europe to 
n•qn1 n • :::un·py,; to be condnch•J untll'l' the an,;pie<'" of the l ']wmber,; 

of l 'onmwrce. 

Finances. 
The Pinnn<·l<· Hock }\mu amotlllt,: \\·it lt in tPrc,;t to $-±.2:)li . .::>-± and 

i,; :-<'pamt.dy inYei'tcd, part!:.,- in Hon~kong Hotd Co. !i pPr c·t>nt. 
])piJentll rt':- pureha,.etl on ;~l,:t J)t•e<·mlwr la:<t at pnr. an<l the balaner in 
-±t p<'r cent. Hou gkong & ~hanghai Bank .b'ixeJ Depo..:it. :\o tlPnwncl,: 
lwn· h<'l'll mad<• on tlw Fund du r ing th<' Yea r for di,-eo,·t·ry of roek,­

dang<•rou,; to ltaYigation . 

Th<' in<'OliH' ,;]w"·" a ,_;ati.•l"adory innea,_;e on•r thnt of tlH· Jli'<•Y i ou~ 
}Par, ehiefly r e:-:ulting through tl..te inerca,;etl LtJPnlber,;h ip. but on t il t' 
other hand the expenditure ha" been greater. Tht• =-'lll'J.>lu:; is $69-±.27, 
bringing tht> He::f:'n-e Fund up to sl2,8-!7 .2U at the f•ncl of tlw ;·ear. 

lt 1rill be not<·d that in order to obtain n larg<'r income in fu tun· 
:·ear:::, th<• Bank D <• po,_;ib on g<•Jwral aecoun t. ha n • lw<>n withdrnwn nn<l 
rc-inn·~tt•d on :~J ,;t l><·ePmh<·r la,_;t in H on12;kong 1-l otel ( 'o. , ami H ong­
kong & J\ ow loon \\'harf & Uoduwn ( 'o. ti 1wr t•t•n t. J >eb<·ntun·,; hearing 
inten•,:t nt (i JH'r t'<'llt. nnd .i ]H'r c·t•nt. per annum n•,;pt•etiYPly. 
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<iQr. Income and Expenditure Account for the year ended 31st December, 1903. ~t'. 

Tn Ollkc Hent. . . . .. . ... . . . ... ....... . .. : ............ ......... S l:>ln.lMI 
Se<·rctary',; ~alar_, .... . .... .. ... .............. .. ............. :1.o)00.00 
!'lerk':< t;alarv . ............................. .............. 1.2110.00 

, :-'en·nuts' \Ya"~es. .. ...... ....... .... ........... ... . ... .. . HS2o1.'i 
Final allc<'. to tbe late.) . A. G UTIERRJ::7.'i' Chi!dl·cn, l :i.OO 
.\tttlit Fee~ . ... ........ ....... .... ....... ....... .... .... ... .ili.OO 

~T:1.rket Hcport. Co-t nf P ul>licnlio>ll, .......................... .. 
., Il<'ul cr',; 'l'el<'gmm r:o., T.d .. :-;uh,cripti•>H, ............ $\:100.00 
.. l'rintin;r and Circulatin!!' Tclc~nun~. . ......... ... ... ... 7.i ·L~G 

F~.;es to Arbitmtor~ a ppoiutt•d by lhl' ClwmlJcJ, ............... . 
,. Annual fleport~: 1 ~102. C'o:"it over Estimatt' , .......... :k :!21 JiH 

.\oollliG i lteport. 1!!0~, E,-tinml('<l (.'n,;l. .. .. . .... ...... :IIJO.ll(l 

Hook:-: and 1\cw:=.:pa.per~, .......... ...... ................. .. 
l'rinli11~, ~tn.tionl'\ry nntl Adn!rt ising-. 

.. 'l'clegran1~: ......... .. . ..... . ................... . o •• o •• •••••• 
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A. 
Sugar Convention. 

COLOKIAL SECRETARY'S OFFICE, 
H oNGKONG, 29th May, 190:3. 

Sm,-I am directed to transmit to you, for the information of the 
Chamber, the enclosed copy of a Circular despatch, with enclosure:;, 
whieh has been recPin•d from the Secretary of Statf' for the Colonies. 
- I ha Ye, &c., 

R. F. JOHNSTON, fo1' Colonial Secretary. 

The Secretary, CnA>rBER or ComrERCE, Hongkong. 

Circular. Downing Street, 
7th April, 190a. 

Sir,- With reference to my Circular cbpatch of the 21st of April, 
1902, I have the honour to inform you that the Convention relatin• to 
Sugar which wa;: ~ignrtl at. Brns;:el,.: on the 5th of Mat·ch, 1902, ha:< 
ht>en dnly ratinc(l by all the Signatory Power:< not coming under At·ticle 
VI, a:< wt>ll a~ by Ttaly; and thnt it will accordingly come into force on 
rlw h t of Rt>ptPm her next ; and T enclo,;e for your further infOI'matiou 
copie:-< of a Parliamentnry Paper* co-:1 taining eon·<•;.:pondPtwe on tlw 

"nhj<'ct. 

2.-Tt will hP neces,;ar.v now to takE' ,;uch :-;teps a::; may he r<'<jnirC'd 
(iE any) to gin~ effect to tlw engagements entt>red into by His Maj<•sty'::: 
Gowmment on behalf of tlw Uolonic.' not posses;;ing Respon,;ible Gov­
Pmment, which engagement:< are spE-cially reft>rreu to in pnmgraphR 
5, li, 9, 10 and 11 of my <Jircular despatch referred to aboYe; and with 
rrgard to Articlf' . liT o£ the Comention, I would here repeat that in 
any f.ugar exporting { 'olony wherP there may be a highrr :<mtax, i.l'., 
diff<•r('nee hetw(•<•n the rxci:-:<' and import duti<'~, than that allowed by 
the ('onwntiou, it would be prefrrable in all case~ to reduce it to within 
the pre:'cribcu limit, ~in('t' it would prohahl:· he difficult to proYe to tlw 
satisfaction of the Pc>ruuuH·nt Commi,-sion to lw appointed under Article 
VII tbat nndrr no circum~tance~ cou ld the higher snrtax give rif;e to a 
hounty. 

* In C'!J:unuer of C'ommcrc(' Lihrnr,r. 
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A 
:3.-Thc undertaking, howevE:'r. not to give bonntie" or to have a 

highPr ;:mtax than that allow('cl h_v Articlr li [ dor :< not apply, as you 
:Hr no clonbt awarr. to <'oloni<',.: which only produce ,;ngar £o1· their own 
eon;;nmption a1Hl nor for exportation, hut in the case of any :<lH:h ( 'olonie:< 
which ma;· C'itlH' I" gi,·c· any form of bounty or han~ a higher :<urtax than 
that pre;;cribed, it would be ll C'('P,;:mry to .~upply for the information of 
the Permanent C'ommi~,.:ioH ,.:ati,.:factor.Y f'YiLlence that .~ ngar i~ not 

exported. 

4.-With rogard to Article VIIT it ma:v perhaps he more' conYenient 
to await the proposal~ of tlH' PPrmanent Commission hrfor(' nn dPdaking 
any legi;:lation. 

5.-Lastly, in orclr r to ;:uppl:v the statistical and other information 
l'Pquired for the Prrmanent Oommi:;><ion under Article VII, I would 
reqne"t that thrN' .-wr;; of all enactment:< l'f'lat.ing to ;:ugn.r now in foreP 
mav be forward!'d to thi:< office at once. and that ,:imilar ;:et ,.: of a.m· 

J • • 

further law.-> on the ;:nbjrct may he forwarc!Nl from timP to tilllP :1:< :<oon 
a>< pos,.:ible a£tN heing pa ,.: ,.:ed. 

ti.- -1 ma~r add, with refE'rencE:' to paragraph 9 of lilY Circular 
despatch of tlw 2ht of April , 190::?, that Article III would not apply to 
,;ugar u,.:ed ,;oh~ly for feeding eurt!P a1Hl not intrnd Pd for humnn con­
,.:umption.-1 h:lY<' . &e., 

.] . ('H Al\fllEH L.\1:\. 

Tlw Offiepr Admini~t(~ring tlw Gon•J•nnwnt of Hongkong. 

(Table •!l Content.> oi the /'((r/iameutm·.'l P11pu rtfeJ•n·d to aoote.) 

·I 
I 
I 

Xanw. 

To f)ir E. :\ion:;;on 
(also to Sir U. 
i)hipps, Sir H. 
Howard, Rir F. 
Plunkett, ~ir .I!'. 
Lascelle,;, Rir 
\Y. Bn rri ngton, 
~ir H. Hodd, 
and Rir ;\f. Dnr-
and.) I 

.Jan. 1:~, Hi,.: ?l'[ajesty',: (l oYernm ent 
1 DO:~ think it right to inform the l 

pa rtie;: to the Ruga r Con \'E' Il­
tion that they will not, undPr I 
any eireumstanee,., h(' hound 
to 'penali7.e hount~'-f('d "ngar I 
from tlH' ( 'oloni(•:<. 

-- --·-
' 

"1\,T I " . 
~' o. I ... , Ul\1(' . Date. 

- ---
i I Bit• ( ·. Phi pp,; 

.Jan. 
... i 15, 

190:3. 

I 
• ) 

" ., ... I Li, 

I I 'I' ...,. ( ', 111. • I () f) IJ' 11 1>1'" Hi, 

t:lir l'. Phipp~ 1 i' 

l i To :-3ir l'. Pltipp,.: i n , 

7 ,. 
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Sul>j ect. l'u;;L'. 

TIH' (ierman rat ification ha,.: 
lwen lodged unconditionally. 
The Belgia n Gowrnmcnt 
f;ngge.-;t that. at th(• moment 
of llcpositing ratification H i,.: 
Maje,.ty'~ Go,·~> n i !II PlJ tsl ;oul<l 
adllrl':c'~ to thrm a dC'tlaration 
of. th~i r Yiew,; a,; to non-pen-
ah ;r,atwn of ( 'olonial ,.:ugar. :l 

B~·lgian GoYernment incp1ire i 
1 f_ a com nnmication in ,;em'(' I 
vf tlw de,;patch of tlw l :Hh 
.Januar:- (No . J ) ha,; heen 
~en t to th{' other Power,; 
intet'E:' ,;ted . . . . :2 

( 'omntunieation:< ,.:imi lar tu that 
in de::-patch of tlu• ];3th J nnu­
ary haYe been ,.:ent to other 
.Powers interestPd . Hea .-;ons 
for taki ng thi,.: coUJ-.~e . .. . .. . 2 

Belgian GoYemment contl:'tn­
plate advising P owers not to 
reply to Circular communica­
tion. They will accE:'pt Briti~h 
ratification subject to reserva-
tion announced. .. . .. . I 

I Tr~tn~mib . the King'" mtifiea -
l hon. wtth instruction,; to 
I make a declaration a,.: to 

bounty-fed .-;ugar from the 
l'olouie:<. . . . . . . . .. 

In:;trm:b; him to po..,tpone the I 
deposit of thf' ratificat-ion 
until tlw la:< t niomeut. Hf' 
may eonlnntnic<t tP pre(•i:•e 
t('rm~ of thf' re~en·a tion to 
the Belgian U un' l'llll l t'llt . .. . 

: ~ 

., 
i) 



No. Name. Date. 

Jan. 
l) Sir H.ennell H.odJ 23, 

190:3. 

9 To Sir C. Phipp;; 26, 

10 Sir U. Phipp:< i7, 

11 To S ir c. Phipps ! 27, 

li Sir C. Phipp,.; .. . 1 27, 

B , :30' 

H " 
., :n, 

15 " " 
:31, 

J (j Sir "\V. Barrington ~\0, 

17 
I 

Sir li'. Lascelle:< Feb. :3, 
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Subjed. 

Ha:< communi~a teJ de:-patch 
of the J 3th JmHmr:y (No. 1) 
to Signor Prinetti. 

There is no objection to Belgian 
Gon'rnment communicating 
text of re:-:enation to other 
Power,:. 

Belgian GoYemment hope that 
His Maj!:'st.y's Government 
will ratify at oncC', since the 
conditions in their present 
form arc aLsolutely unobject­
ionable. 

Ratification "hould not bedqw­
;;ited until the 31:-;t January. 

Fren<.:h Gon~rnment hav<• rati­
fi!:'J ConvC'ntion .... 

Tht' NctlwrlanJ,.; have ratified 
tlw (~onvention uncondition-
ally. ... ... ... ... .. . 

Ha:; depo:;iteJ the King's rati­
fi~ation. .. . .. . 

Tran:<mib text of declaration 
made when depo:<iting rati­
fication . ...... 

The Circular of the 13th Jann­
arv has been referred to the 
Fi"nance 1\'Iini::;ter. Mean­
while the Ministrr for l!'or­
eio·n Affairs does not wish to 
offer any remark:> on it. ... 

Ht>ply of tlw German Gowrn­
nwnt to t he eomtmtn ication 
conveyed in the Circular of 
the 13th .January (No. 1) .... 

L'a.gl'. 

., 
i) 

4 

5 
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No. Name. Date. Subject. I l'agc. 

----------------------------'--

Hi ; Baron Grenier ... I 'B't·G. 6, I Transmit:< copy of )JI'Ods-rei'!Jal 
1903. 1 relative to deposit of ratifica-

HI I To Baron Grenier I 

r 

i() Si r H. Howard ... 

i tion:::. Also copy of Austrian 
1leclaratiou. Spain and 
Sweden have not vet ratified. 
Will the Bt'iti:;h Government 1 

eonsent to ratifications Geing ' 

1 
:~~~ete~.~~ft~~·. th~.~~t ~.eln·.~~~ 

1 
7 

11, I His }laje~ty'~ GoYernment 
I !tan' no objection to the 

acct•ptance at a futurt> elate 

li, 

of the r a tification,; of Spain 
antl Sweden. 

Neth<•rland Govet·nmPnt ban' 
ratifh,J without alluding to 
the contention of His Ma­
jesty'~ Gov1~rnm en t. Tl H' 

.:V{inister for Foregn Affair~ 
Joe~ not ;;:hare the British 
Yicw, but. thought it better 
in the circumstance~ to avoid 

11 

discussion on the subject. ... 11 

COU.>;\1.\L ::iECHETAT:\ · ~ OF FICE, 

UONGKONI<, 29th Jnly, 190:l. 

t:lrn,-I am directed to tmn:;mit, for the information of your Chant­
her the euclo . ..:etl eopy of a tclegra111 fro111 the Secretary of State l:or tlw 
Colonies receinHl through Penang. relating to the new regulations 
regarding thl' importation of sugar into Gn'at Britain and [reland.- I 
lmve, &c., 

F. H. MAY, Colonial Sccretat-y. 

The Secretary, CH.DL.I:lEU OF ColL.\lEIWE, Ilougkoug. 
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Tran~eription of a Tel<:'~ram from the ~ecrf'tan· of ~State (or tlw 
( 'ol onie.~. rereiwrl on th<> 28th .July. 19();3. 

F olluwiug Teh .. gnl ll l n"el' in .. d frolll the Secretary of 8tatt' for tlw 
Colonies, begin.~ :-

Bn!.~~el ~ Sugar ( 'onn•ntion . All "ugar impurt<•d into United 
Kingdom after ht S<•ptember nmi't han! cel'tifieatc of origin. Thi,.: 
due,; not a ppl .Y to ~uga r IY hieh IHl:' UP<' Il u:;ed in preparation for ~uch 
artide:< a,.: !Jiscu it,.:, d weulnt<•. jam, pn",.:erYecl fruit and confectioner\'. 
A 1.1 ~ngar in1port<>d into other ,.:ignator.1· State~ all r P<luir(' ecr titicatc ~[ 
ongm but H .M.':<. Uoverlll uent dol',.: not Yet know what t he~e i:'\tatt·~ 

may require with reganl to a1·ticle:-: in the in·epn ration o[ which :;uga r 
lllay he u:;ed . :Jlak< .. thi:- known at oneP and take ,.:uch action a:- maY 
be IWce,.::;ary.-TE>legram ends. • 

(lfoyernor Penang.) 

CcJJ,OXI.\ 1, SEc HET.IItr', 0FFH' E, 

HnKhli.Oxc:, 11th Septcn1her, HJOa. 

S1R,-I am din"d<>d tu tran,.:mit, for your in[omH~tion. tlw <•nelo~l'd 
eo]Jy of <I Do:;pnteh from the .t)ecretan· ·of State for the l'olon ic•:- with 
regard to t.lw Sug:a r Coni'Pntion which ~~·a,.: . ..:igned at Bru~~rl~ la~t H·ar 
and ea me in to force on the J ~t iu ~tant.-I haYe, &e., . 

l!'. H. MAY, Colonial ~eert~b t ry. 

T he i::lecretary, C li .U I B.Blt oF CO)DIERC:E, Hongkong. 

Downing Street, 
30th .J nly, 190:l. 

Sir,-With reference to my ( 'ircnlar de,-patch of the 7th of April. 
I hal'e tbc honour to iufonu you that the Permanent Commis:-;ion 
P:<tahli"h<>d untlt>l' A rtiele V JJ of thP Bru:-:;;e],: Sugar Conwntion met 
at .Bru:-::;el:; . 011 tltf' iJHI of ,J une. ant! nftt>r ltoltling fifteen "itting,: 
adJou rned til l the 15th of Uctolwr. . 

:2 .---J tran,.mit to you herewit!J. for your information and guitlauee. 
the aee~mpany.ing Ptu·liamentury Paper* <"ontaiuing a Heport of the 
proceedmg,.: of th<· ('onunis::;ion by the British Del<"gate, Sir H emY 
Hergul', K.l '.B., K .C.M.G., and tlH• l'Omnnmieation,.: reeeiYed from tl;l' 
~clgia~l ~on·mment reporting the Yariou.~ couclusion::; ar rived at hy tht· 
Comm1,:swu. 

"' ln Chamber of Commerc·~ Libraq. 
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:3.-It will he oh~erved that in the case of some countrie,:, brlieved 
to g i1·e honnti<>:-:, hut with r<>garrl to who~<" IPgi slation full information 
had not hec•n rC'eci1·r!l. it wa,.: dPeiclecl. a;.: a tPmporar.Y mea<;ure, to nc!opt 
ihr ~ea lP of ( •ou nternliling Dnti <>:-: fixed l'or thP :;ugal'" of ,.:nch countrie:< 

by tlw u nited Stat<·"· 
4.- The l<>gi~lation of tlw Briti~h Colonie;; hn;; not yet ueen con­

~idered by tlw Commi::;::;ion, but l would Jraw your ~pecial attention to 
the requirement,; which will COUH\ into force in all tlw contracting States 
with re;;pect to C<>rtificnte::; of Origin, and to the obligations uuclertaken 
hy H is MajE>sty'~ Government on behalf of the Colonies not posRessing 
re;.:pon,:ihle go1·ernment to take such measm'f'R a~ may be nece;.:,:ary to 
ca n y out Articll' VJJJ of the Brussel,.: Uonvention, to which T ref('rr<>rl 
in paragraph 4 of my Circular despatC'h of the 7th April. 

:'5 .--Tt i:< llf't'('><Sary, as you will ob,-erYe, that any ,.ugar, which may 
r<>ach thi:-: country or any other of the contracting States from a British 
{ 'olon:· a fh>r tlw :H::-t of August. ;;hould be accompaniPd hy a Certificate 
of Origin a:- pre,.cribetl in the l{ules adopted by the Uommi~::;ion, and 
giYen in P.ir Henry Bergn<>'s 1wport of thP 13th of .hd.'·, and in Baron 
de FaYer<>au's note of the 4th of July. 

li.-l mmediate ,.:tep~ ;.:hollld tlwrefore be tak<>n in all ~ugar export­
ing l'oloni e~ to comply with tlw aboYe requirement:<, and it :;]wuld he 
l'on,;idert-d at tit<' ~am<' time wltether an y, and if' ~o, what legislation 
may IH' twce"~ary to pr<"wnt hou nty- tpd ,.:ugar lwing import!'d into a 
Hriti,.:h Colony and n'-PxporteJ to tt contracting Rtat(', either in ihP 
form in ''"hieh it wa,.: imported. or aHrr refining or othCI' ~imi lar LWOce:<~. 
a~ tlw ~ugar of that ( ~olony . 

1.- l n C0111H'Ction with tlw l{ule:-: referr<>cl to abon• it ,;houlcl he 
oh:<<·n·<·d that Hi . ..: Majer: t.y',.: Gon·rnment con:<tl'ue tlw ('x.pre,.::-;ion .. :-:ugar 
pn•pa l'Pd .. (.'un't'·' p1·1pw·/s) in Artick li of tlw Rule:-; a:-: inrluuing all 
,.:ug:ar ntanufactured, refined, or c·onn"'rt<>d into othe1· form,: of ~ngar 
~twh a,.: sugar eamly, harle~· ~ngar, &e., hut not :<nch articll•:-: a;; bi,;euiLs, 
l'hol'olat<' , jam. pre~erYed Emit:-:, eontlrn,.;ed milk, confectionerY. &c. In 
tlw ea:<<> o[ articles of tlt i~ latter de,;eription a Certi ficat<:' of the Origin 
of the "uga1· Pmployecl in their ma nnfactnn• \v ill not he required in the 
llnited Kingdom, ll'hilt·, a:' l informed you in paragr:tph l::l of my 
C!ircula1· despntc·h of tlw 21st of April, J !)02, Article I of the C'om·eution 
dorf' not appl.Y to mol a:<:"(':< or glucos<>. It i:-: not :Y-et known what rn ]p,; 
tlw otlwr <·ontnwt.ing Stntp . ..: may adoJlt a,.: to ( !ertifirat('" of Oriain for . ~ 

adif·lc> . ..: into tlw l'Ompo;:ition of which ~ugu r l'ntf'r . ..:. 
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8.-I have telegraphed briefly to the above effect to aU the Colonit~i' 
in which it j,.: UlHlerstood that any appreciable amount of sugar 1,.: 
producPd or refinrd. or through who"e port~ it pa::;~<'S in trani'it. 

9.-In concln,.:ion, I haw to reminu you o£ the request contained 
in paragraph !5 of my Circular despatch of th<' 7~h o£ ~pril , and to be~ 
that I may be fnrnisherl hy the earlie:;t opportumty \nth ~bree .;;eb o£ 
any legi:>lation or n·gulation;: which may he pa;;;;cd on tlus subJect.-] 

have, &c., 
J. UHAMBERLAIN. 

The Officer Administering the Government of Hongkong. 

(Table of Contents of the Pa1'liarnentaT!J Pape1· ?'efe?'1'ed to above.) 

No. Name. Dnt<>. Subject. Png<'. 
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Rir B. Boothby ... JnJW22, 

• I HIO:~, 

Sir ( '. Phipp,.: ... ~K~ 

.Tnl,· .), 

Transmits finding of Permanent 
SuO'ar Commission with re­
gat'u ~o rmgar legif'lation of I 
Au::;tna anJ Hungary .... 

Transmits findings o£ Perman­
ent Suo·ar Commis,.:ion as to 
exi,.:tpn~e o£ export Lountie~ I 
on :mgar in Spain, Denmark, 
,Japan, Roumania and Ru,.:sia. 

Transmit" opinion of Perman­
ent Sugar Uonunis~ion ~~ to 
amount of couuterva1hng 
duty to be applied to b?un~y­
fpd sugar from countnes for 
which Commission ,.:hall not, 
before the 1st September I 
next, have fixed minimun 
fi o·lll'P indicated by Article "' . IV of Convention. .. . . .. 

Proposab oE the P!:'rmanent 1 

J Hngar C~mmi,.:sion ~o prevent I 
ho1mty-f(•d sugar, after ero,..s­
inrr the territory of a Con­
tr~cting Stat<"', ft~om enjoying 
tlw advantage,.: o£ the Uon­
Yt'nt ion in "tht• mark<'!- to 
which it i,.. ,.:cnt. .. . . .. I 

1 
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;) , Sir C. Phipp~ July 10, 

I JH03. 

I 

6 Si1· H. Bergne ... 13, 

Cancellation by Permanent 
Sugar Commission of pre-
vious decision as to Russian 
sugar. Temporary arrange-
ment come to. 

-~~ I 
8 

Report on proceedings 
Permau('nt Sugar Commi»-
si on. 9 

·------

CoLOXJAL SEcRETARY's OFFICE, 

HoNGKONG, 19th Septembe1·, 190~. 

Sm,-With reference to my letter of the 11th instant, I am dircct<'d 
to infm·m you t.hat the Govemment will be glad to rcceiYe any remarks 
or E<uggestions which your Chamber may desi1·e to offer with regard to 
the Sugar Convention in its application to Hongkong, in order that the 
Government may be acquainted with the views of the Chamber before 
Legislative action is undertaken. I am furthrr to enquire whether the 
Chamber is in a position to supply the Government with information 
regarding the import and export to and from this Colony of bounty-fed 
:<ugar, in which connection I am to refer you to parngmph 6 of the 
Secr<'l:ary of , 'tatc',.; D espatch. a copy of \Yhich has bPPn tnm:;mitt<•.l to 

·''OU. 

2. I am to point out th.at the contracting partie» to the Com·ention 
appear to b<> Great Brit.'tin, Belgium, Germany, Franc<>, Holland, 
Au~tria-Hungary, Sweden, Luxemburg and lt.1ly, and that the Uolonies 
of these Countrie;: are similarly bound by it,.: terms. :-:nlJject to tl1e 
reservation made by Gt·Pat Britain in re;.:ped of lwr ,.:elf-governing 
C'olonie;;.-l hnn. &c .. 

F. H . MAY, Colonial Seerrtar~·· 

Tbr Srcrda1·y. ( :aAMBER OF COMMERCE, Hon~konp;. 
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HoNGKONG GENERAT, CnAMRFJR OF CoMMERCE. 

HoNGKONG, 7th October, 1903. 

SIR,-I have the honour to acknowledge the receipt of your letters 
of the 11th and 19th ultimo (Nos. 7067/03 C.O.D.) forwarding a parlia­
mentary copy of the findings o£ the Permanent · Commission established 
under Article VII of the Sugar Convention of the 5th March, 1902, and 
conveying the request that the Government would be glad to receive 
any remarks or suggestions which this Chamber may desire to offer 
with regard to the Sugar Convention in its application to Hongkong 
preparatory to legislative action being introduced. 

This matter has been referred to a Sub-Committee to report there­
on and the Committee's findings will he notifieJ to you at the earliest 
possible opportunity.--! have, &c., 

EDBERT A. HEWETT, <1hairman. 

Honourable F. H. MA\', C.III.O., Colonial Secretary. 

COI.ONIAL SECRETARY'S OFFICF., 

IIoNr.:.KONl;., 17th Or.toher, 190~. 

Sm,-With rrfPrencP to my Jptt(•r No. 7067 '03 ·c.O. 0. of the 19th 
ultimo, r am diredeJ to tran:;mit for the information of thl• ('hambrr 
the enclosed cop.r of the Secrt>tary of Rrate'~ Cirenlar lh~~r•:ifl'h of tlw 
:28th August last with enclosure. 

2. Thl' Secrt>tary of State ha:; hePn infonHNI that the· "J;'i:;ea I 
Authority" referred to in H~>gulation lll of the Sell edull' to th<> fir~t 

Order in Uouncil of Augu,;t 11th, which will be found among the 
enclosures ;.;ent herewith, Js, m thi,- l'olony, the Colonial f:.ec1·t1tary.- ­

T have, &c., 

F. H. MAY. Uolonial ~N·retary. 

Tlw Seeretary, UHAMBER o~· Uoii:IMERCE. Hongkong. 

Downing Street. 
i8th August. J 903. 

Sir,-.'With reference to my Circular despatch of tlw iWth ultimo, 
I have the honour to t.ransmit to you, for your information, fl copy of 
the Act pa;;sed in tlw last Ses~ion of Parlia mf'nt for giYing rffect to thr 

Brus;;el;o Sugar C'om·ention. 
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I abo enelo:;n two General Orders* is:;ued hy the Board of Cu:;toms 
with which arl' the Urdl'r:; in Couucil issued uJHler the Act of Parlia­
mt:>nt. 

l t will bl' ob~eJTed that no ~pecial form of certificate i.~ iusi:;ted 
upon, pro,idl'd that the r<•gulations in the ,;eh('<lule to the first Urd(.r w 
l'on1H.:il of the 11th of August are llnly complied with.- I haYe &c., 

J. UHA;\illEltLAlN. 

Till' Uftit:l'l' AJu1 inisteri ng tl1e tl-ovl:'mmeu t of H ongkong. 

UHAPTE1i .:H 

. ln .ht to m11ile l"'ot.:ision for _qi·ving Pjfect to a Co11eention signed tlte Fift!t 
d".'l'~j' Jftt1'1'lt ~Vineteen h-umh·ed and two, in relotion tu :iu,qar. 

[ ll tb A11gu~t, 1903.] 

i\' IJ P.HEAs ll i,. Yl.ajP~ty thl:' Kiug and lliwr~ foreigu Pow<•r:; haw entered 
into a C'onn·ntiou :<igned thl' ]'ifth day o[ March, Ni1wtcen lwnurell 
:ltHI two, in rPlation to ~ugar; nnd it is Pxpedi<•nt to giw dfect to that 
( 'l)ll\'t' lltion: 

And whl·rea~ pro,-i,.ion i:; made under Artid<' VJJ of the ( 'onwntion 
for the e:;tablishment of a permanent cotHmi~~ion with a perm:uwnt 
h•.JrPau athlcht>d to it (•barged with watehing tlw l•xecution of the 
(JJ'o\·i~ion.~ of the ( '01rveutiou (in this Act referred to a:< t.he PerlllttUI:'Ilt 
Commission) : 

Be it therefore enacted by the King':-; lllo:;t Excellent Maje:<t_,., by 
and with the advice unJ con:;ent of the Lords Spiritual and Temporal, 
and Uommon:<, in tlti~ pn·~ent Parliament a~:;embled, anJ b~· the antlwrity 
or the .~ame, a:; follow~ : 

1.- (1) " There it i,; reported hy the Permaneut ('olnmi~~ion that 
any direct or indirect bounty i:< grunted in an." forf•ign countr.Y 011 the 
prod uction o1· export of :-;ugars, Hi~ Maje:;ty may, by Order in Council, 
make a prohibition order, that i:; to ~ay, an order prohibi ting ~ugar from 
that foreign eountr:· to be imported or brought into thl:' UnitPJ Kingd01n, 
subjt•d to any proYisioil whieh may he madl' hy .ParliHJn('Jlt in lieu of 
~uch pruhiiJition to impose a ~pl'l:ial duty 011 ;.:ueh ~ugnr in acl'ord:lll('C 
with the Uonnmtion. 

• ln Chamber of Cowmcn.:c l.iurary. 
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(2) While a prohibition order j,.. in force the law;: relating to 
Customs :::hall apply a,: if the ,.:ugnr in rr,.:ppcr of which tlw Order j,.: 

made were :::pecified in the table of prohibitions and restrictions inwards 
contained in ,;ection forty- two of the Cn~tom:< Consolidat ion Act, 1876. 

(:3) Hi ,.; Maje.~ty may, by Onler in Council, make stwh regulation::: 
a,; appear to him neccs:;ary, in relation to any Order under this e:cct ion, 
and may by tho,;t> regulations in particular require the origin of all 
sugar irnpot·ted ot· brought into the United Kingdom, whet.her in transit 
or otherwise, to he proved by such certificate or other eviden ce as maY 

he proYided in the Ot·der. 

(4) An Order made under this ,.:ection shall not apply to molasse::; 
nor, except as expre:;sly mentioned in this section, to sugar in transit. 

(5) Any shat·e of the expenses on account of the organisation and 
working of the Permanent Commission as determined in pursuance of 
the Convention, and any expenses incurred in connection with the 
attendance of delegates at the Commission, shall be paid out of money:; 

provided by Parliament. 

2. His Majesty may, by OrdHL' in Council, declare th:tt every sugar 
factory and sugar refinery and factory for the extraction of sugar from 
molasses in t he U nited Kingdom ;.hall be subject to the supervision 
(>ither of the l.'omnti;;sioner:; of Custom:; or of: tlw Uommis!'ioners of 
Inland HeYelllH'; and tho,;c C'onnni;;:,:ioner,; maY respeetively make 

regn lat ions-

(a) fot· prohibiting the earryiug on of any :<ueh factory or 
rennet'\' otherwi,.:e than by person.~ authorised, and in 
premi~·:es approved, by the Commi,-::;ioner,; and, if required, 
Pntered for the puq.Jose; and for giYing officers of thP 
Uommi:;siouen; powers of entry into any part of th<· 

premises at any time; and 

(IJ) for securing the payment of duty (including auy charge 
which there is power to make under the law for the t ime 
lming iu force, on the deliYet·y of goods for home con­
:<nmption), and regulating the time ami mode of, and the 
general ar t·angt>ments to bt> made for, that pay ment, and 
for pn'venting nny claim lo drawbaek wher(~ duty has noL 
been paid, and for n'gulating the remoYul of any ~ugar to 
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or from the premi,;e:;, the ~torage of finished ;.;ugar, and 
the r<'turn of ,.:ugar for the purpo,.:e or further refinement; 
and 

(c) for lllaking :<uch en t ries iu rela tion to the various pro­
ces~e;: in the manufacture of :;ugar a,; muy be required by 
the Commis:>ioners, anJ for enabling the officer::; of the 
Commisf'ionerF to in:<p(>Ct tho:;e Pntries; and 

(d) for applying any pro vi:< ion,: of the la\\'s of Custom:< 
(inclnding the Manufaetured Tobacco Act, 1l:i6a) or of tho 
la"'" of Exr i ~e ; and 

(e) for attaching penalties not exceeding fi fty pounds to any 
breach of or failure to comply with any regulation made 
under this section, and proviJ ing for the forfeiture of any 
article in respect of which any offence against the regula­
tions is committed ; 

and the duti~s payable under the FinancP Act, 1901, or auy Act 
amending that Act, shall be taken on the delivery or any ar ticle f rom 
the factory or refinery, and !'hall lw tlw same as those payable on the 
like articles on impor tation. 

3.-(1) His Majesty may by Order in Council reYoke, alter, or 
a rid to any Order in Council made nuder thi:< Act. 

(2) Nothing in this Act !'hall apply tu glueo~e. 

4 . This Act may he cited a~ the Su~ar Convention Ad, 1 ~!00 . 

l:I.O);UIWNU GE;o;EIL\L UI-lAMI.lEH OF UO)lMJUWE , 

HoxGJwxu, Hlth Oetober, 1903. 

::;IR,- 1 have the honou r to ackuo\\lPdge the receipt of your letter 
uf the 17th instant, (No. 797i:l,031 <J.O.JJ.) together with cnclo:;tu·e,., 
which is DO\\- receiving the a ttention of the Uommittee of the Chamber 
uf Commerce. 

ln reply J beg to inform you that a Su u-Uomu1ittee ha:; bl'('ll 

avpointed to consitler the que:::tion of the .~ugar trade of tue Colony a ~ 
affected by .the Suga1· Conventiu11, uud I" lwpe to be able at au eady date 



( 16 ) 

A 

to reply to your letter on thi,.: "ubject. ami those da,ted lJth and 19th 
ultimo (Noo:. 7067 103 C.O.D. and Circular No. 7067 03 'C.O.D.)-I have, 
&c., 

EDBEHT A. HEWETT, Chairman. 

Honourable F. H. MAY, C.M.G., Colonial Secretary. 

lluNGKONG GENERAL UHAMBER OI<' UoMMERCE, 

HoNGKONG, 31st October, 1903. 

Sm,- With reference to my letter of 7th instant, in which receipt 
wa,; acknowledged uf yonr various communications concerning proposed 
legislation under tlw term,; of the Brmsels ConYention against bounty 
fed sugar imported into Hougkong, I have the honour to inform you· 
t hat this question has now been considered by a special Sub-Committee 
of the Hongkong Chamber of Commerce. 

With n•gard to th<• importation of such bounty-fed sugar. I regret 
that it is impossible to ,;upply any reliable figures as to the full volume 
of trade, but it is known that at least 100,800 tons were landed hen~ 
during the year 1902 and ~ome 8,000 tons during the present year. I 
wonlJ add that litHo if any of thi~ sugar was consumed in the Colony, 
it being iu transit to China. ' 

Hegarding the question of legislation, my Uommittee venture to 
point out that while at the moment there is no apparent pressing need 
for such a ~tep to be taken, ~till with a view to future possible contin­
gencies, certain regulat ions might be brought into force, ami they beg 
therefore to make the following :mggestiom :-

(a.) All cane or beet sugar, either raw or refined, destined for 
Jischat·ge iu this Colony, to be accompanied by an official 
certifica:to stating the country of production, place of 
manufacture and port of shipment. 

(f,.) All cane or beet sugar either mw or refined, lauded in tlll' 
Colony from a country not in the Convention to pay dnty 
on the :-;cale already fixed by the Brussels Convention. 

(_c.) Vut.y on refined cane or beet :mgar re-exported from 
Hongkong to l>c re£1mded on re-shipment for export from 
the Uolony. 
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(d.) Duty on raw cane or beet sugar to be refunded on re­
export from the Colony either in the form of raw or 
refined sugar. 

\Yith regard to the above proposal my Committee believe that 
no great difficulty need he experienced in drawing up a 
5cale 5hewing how much refined sugar ean he produced 
by the various grades of raw material imported into 
Hongkong for manufacture locally. 

fn this connection it may not be out of place to here remark 
that probably less than 1 per cent. of the total output of 
the Hongkoug refineries is consumed in this Colony. 

(e.) My Committee further consider that it would be advisable 
in the interests of the through carrying trade of Hong­
kong that a system of bonded warP.houses be arrangeJ 
for, where under proper guarantees t>ither raw or refined 
~ugar eau be bonded in public godown~, thus doing away 
wit.h the necessity for pay ment of duty on sugar merely 
in ~ransit through the Colony. 

'J'ht>rf' i~ one more point which appear;; to cull for eou~idcratiou . 

H i;; stated in the "Findings of the P Prmanent Commission" (Com­
nwrcial No. ti, Hl03. Cd. 1632 pag1; 4) that with regard to Japan "the 
"surtax on the importation of :-:ugar which benefitt-: by the impor t 
"dntie~ * * * "' * * i~ not high enough to render necessary the applica­
" tion of counter vailiug duties on raw sugar and on the greatt>r portion 
" of rt>fint>d sugar." 

As is well known Japanese manufactured sugar enjoys preferential 
treatment in ,Ja.pan as opposed to Hongkong manufactnrt>d !'ugar. 

In the event of Japaue~e man nfuctured sugar being exported to 
H ongkong my Uommittee would suggest that duties should he levied 
corresponding with the excess paid hy H ongkong manufactured sugars 
in Japan as compared with the products o£ Japanese refineries. 

The figores referring to the exact n.mount of tlw excel'~ dutie~ are 
awaitt>d from .Tnpan and thn,· will hP forwarded to t.ht> GoYf'rnrnPnt 
immediately on receipt. 
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My Committee make thi;; proposal as they are not able to ascertain 
that this point is covered hy the Brussels Convention. 

My Uommitb·c beg to expres,; the hope that as the Government has 
done them the honour to communicate with them on the subject of the 
proposed leg if'lation again~l bounty-ferl sugar, they may also have an 
opportunity of expre8,.:ing an opinion on the draft Ordinance should 
legislation be decide(] upon before th<· Bill be ,.:nbmitted to the Legisla­

tive Council.-! haV(', &c., 
A. R. LOWE, f:lecretary. 

Honourable F. H. MAY. C.1t.e+., Clolonial Secretar~· · 

Uor.n:!'<IAL SECRETAIW's OFFICE, 

HoNGKOKG, 13th November, 1903. 

SrR,--Referring to my letter of the 29th July, I am directed to in­
form you that a Notification \Yill appear in the forthcoming issue of the 
Government Ga;r,ette to the <'ffect that the Colonial Secreta.ry of Hong­
kong for the time being is the "Fiscal Authority" for the purposes of 
the Regulation No. III in Hi:; Majesty's Order i n Council of the 11th 
August last. made under th<' provi~ion:< of the Imperial Sugar ConYentio11 
Act of 1903. and that. all Certificate,; of Origin relating to Sugar export­
ed from thi~ ('olony mll~t b<' dedared hefore him and must be in thf' 
form of which copi e~ can be had at thi,; Office, a~ ~oon as they are 
print<'d, which i,.: now beinp; donr. T enclose a copy. 

I am to adrl that nncl<or tlw Official Signatures Fee:; Ordinanc<', 
1888 a Eee of $2, will lw payable at the timr of making the Declar­

ation.-I haw. &c., 

M .. ) . DRAYSON, for Colonial Recretmy. 
Tlw Recrctary. UHAMBER OF ('o~IMERCE, H ongkong. 

Form of decla1·ation hy tlu• E.vpm·tes 01· his Age111. 

Certificate of origin for ~ngm· manufactured in Hongkong. 

I, thH under:-:igned l!'i;:cal Authority, clo herf'by cer tify:-

That Mr ................. ........ (a.) Director, Manager, of 
{

Partner, Secretary } 

or authorised Agent, . 

the Firm of Mes:;r~ ...................... . ......... of Hongkong has declared 
he£orc me, on his l'f\~pon,.:ihility, that tlw Rngar de,;ignated below i,.: tlw 
manufadme of thf' af.orC'i'ailll!'irm and j,; to lw f'xpod<'d to (b.) 

I 

X umbL'l' a111l lksni [•· l 
t irm of Packages. 

i\la r k,;. 

hl ) 
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I X •t IJ)('~('I'iptitll l -

I
'' I ''; l of :::;u O"ar, P olari ~atuc· of 
~' um wr~. ci"'ht I l tl . exportiug 

inc\~t . ,,. 1e 1er zat1on . Ye~,;e] . 
No. ,De"cri ption. J ~ . ~ BectorCane . -:- ,-------.---

(a.) 

! 
I 

_____ I L_ 

. PartiH·r. 
\Director. 
J 1\lan:tgPr, 

') SrcrPtnry. 
or 

\ authori"cd Ag<•nt. 

( 
) 

li' i,;<·:tl Au thority or lfongkong . 

of thP Firm of 

thi:< ................... ..... ...... da.'· of. .. ...... .. ............. l!HJ 

The ,·:didity or thi~! <·rtifie:tt<' < ·xpir~·~ h,·<·h·<· nwnth . .: l'rom th<' d~1t<' 
of t!H' J)('dar:ttion. 

Thi,.: ( '<•rlifkat<' i . .: not :t pplicab l<' tn Sugar in tr:ll·l,it. 
* (11.) 11dcte wnnl~ which do not nppl~-. 

(11.) Connlr.v of Dc,.tination. 

, 
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l'OLO~LI.L SECRET . .\HY'. OFFICE, 
Ho~G I<O~G, ilst D<'crmher, l!:J03. 

~lit,·-' r ith r<'ft'r('JlC(> to you r lt>tter of tlw 31 ;:t O<:tober, I a m 
dirretf'd to tran~mit for tlw infomwtion of your Committt>c the accom­
panying copy of a further de~patch, with f'ncl o~ure:", on tlw ~ubject or 
the Sugar ( 'onwntion.-J haY0, &c., 

A. lVf. THO.i\'ISON, Acting Colonial Srcrdnr.'·· 

The Secretflry, CH.DlP.EI! ()].' co~nrEHCE, Hougkong. 

Downing Street, 
5th royember, 1903. 

Sir,- ·w ith J'<'rerrnce to paragraph 7 of my Predece;:sor'~ Cit·cular 
d<'~patch of tlw :30th of ,T uly, I haY<.' the honour to b'an-;mit to you the 
accompanying print;: containin g the Ht>gulations with rr~pPct to the 
Certificates of o .. igin requireJ in the ca:<e of ~ugar imported into 
Austria-Hungary, Belgium, Fmnee and Gt>rmany, togdhrr with a copy 
of the form of Certificate adopted by tlw French Authoritie,; [or the 
CertificatE'~ of Origin requirrd for sugar imported into France. 

I nn <ler,:tand that for the present none of the European Signatory 
State:' will rr:'quirc Consular Vi:-:as for Certificates of Orig in i>'!<neJ by 
any of the Briti~h Crown Colon ie~ refr:'rrt'd to in the Protocol to Article 
.XI. of thr Brus~c'l~ Conwntion.-I han', &c., 

ALFRED LYT1'EI. TON. 

Tlw Officrr Administering the Gowrnment of Hongkong. 

HoxG KO::<G GEXERAL C HA:UnER OF Co:\mEnCB, 

H ONG KONG, 21 st Decem ber, 1903. 

Sut,-1 have now the honour to fnrni~h you with thr fignres relat­
ing to the excess duties paid by the Hongkong manufactured sugars 
imported into J apan as compared with the products of Japanese r efineries 
to which reference was maue in my letter to you o£ the 31st October 
last, conYeying the views of the Chamber with regard to the proposal to 
legislate for the regulation of the sugar trade in this Colony. 
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The,:e <'xcc·:;~ dutiC'=< p<'r lOO Japanr:':<l' Kin (th<· Engli,:h equiYalcnt 
being V32.:307:12a:2011 lh:-:. AYoir.) ar<' a" [<_~llow~ :-

Yen 0.271 on Sugar,: oTadinO" 
1:> "' 

Xo. K to .Xo. H . Dutch •'tandank 

" 
0. 7-!8 <lo. 1;) to Xo. :20 do 

" 
0.827 tlo. OYer ~o. :W do 

The taxe~ on :<ugar~ im tJOrtt>d into Japan ar<' payable L.,· i.Jotlt 
Japanese ami Forei gner~ alikt·, but the ahow nwntiont·d "rmuort 
Duties" arc rcfunued to thP J apmwse rdinPrio::; only, tln1.~ leaYing the 
H ongkong llJallHfaetnn~tl ,:ngar,; ue:;criminated ngain:;t to the extent 
shewn aboYe.-1 lwn·, &c., 

A. H. LO\\'E, f)('(;l'l'bJIT. 

IJonourahle A. M. TIIO)lf\O:\, .'\ctin_g Colonial ~ccrcta ry. 

Cor.oSJ.IL :-i~<:CJU>r.u:y';; OrrJGE, 

Ho~<aw~c: . zl)th Dec<·nd1er. IVO:L 

S1n,-J am dircell'd to ackno\\ ledg<' the rcc<>ipt o[ YOUr ldter 
of tlw :? L~t in.-Lint. n•lating to thr nxce.;:-: Llutit•s paid !J,· .Honvk01w 

f 
. l . . ,} 0 ,., 

••mnu ncture< :-;ugnr ,.; Jlllported 111 to Jnpnn a,: eonlpared with th<' pro-
duct~ of Japanese rt•fin<•ri<'", and to :'tate that tlw matter will rl'e;~irc 
:1ttcntion.- l haw,&('., 

..:\ . .JI. TilO:\H)(J~, Aeting Colon ia l ::-:it•crdary. 

The ~C<'retary, Cn.DJHEH OF Co3DIEHCE, 1-I ougkon~. 

Cor.ox•AL ~Ec•a:T.\ta', Ornn:, 
l-Io=--GKO:"<:, tith ,January, 1901. 

KlH,- \\.ith refen:llCL' to my lettn of the 21:- t ultimo, -ram Jir<'d<'Li 
to forward th<· aecompanying C'Ojl)' of a further de,:patch, with <'uclo~u r<'.~ , 
on the :-:ubj t>ct of the Sugar l 'onn•ntion.-T han•, &e., 

A . .M. THOM~ON, Aeting C'oloni:JI :-le<'r<'!:I JT. 
The ~ccret :11'y, G E:'iEJUL C 11.\.JJ BEH oF Cn3DJEIWE, IIongko•w. • . e< 
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Downing Strrct. 
17th ).'on•mbPr. lVO:~. 

Sir,- ln continuation o£ Ill:'. l'ireular dc~pateh of the 5th in:<tant, 
r haw thr lionour to tran:<mit to you the· ae<'Ollljlanying fnrtlwr prin t,.: * 
rdatiH' to the Hegulation:< with J'l':']H'et to tlw <..'rrtitieatc:< of ur:gin 
n'<tui rl'd in tiH• ca:;P of :<ugar imported into ftnly, t!H· K<>therlnnd,.. :. ud 

~IYP<kn.-llwn', &e., 
ALFHEII LYTTELT 0:-1 . 

ThP Officl'r Admini:<h·ring the Gon•rnlll<'llt of Hongkong. 

C'or.oKIAL SECUET.~RY·:-: OF.ncF.. 
H ONG KONG, -!th F<·•l>ruary, 1 ()0-1 . 

N1H,-" .ith reference to JH'eYiou,: eorrespom1enc<' on tbr ,:ul.jeet 
of the Drn;;,:eb Permanpnt Rngar ('ommi,:::: ion, I am dirl'cted to 
tran,:mit. fo r the infonnation o£ the ( 'lwmhcr, the enclo:<ell copy or a 
( 'ireular tk~patcl1 from the ::->ecretary o[ Statr for the l'olonie:-:. dated 
the 1Dth Dccc•nJ!H'r. 11·ith enclo;;ur<·.-l lwx e, &c., 

A. M. THOM:-:.ON, Acting l 'olonial ~rl:retary. 
The Set re~nry. ( 'l!A)lllEH llY l'ommJH:E. Hongkong. 

Downing ~tree t, 

lUth Dccnnh<'r, H)O;t 

~ir, -1\'itlt refen•nt'<' to my Prrd<'<'t•:;,.:ot.-,_ C'irculnr dc~patch o[ tl1e 
;~Oth July, I hnn: th<· honour to tran:;mit to you tlH• aceompanying eop,Y 
of a Uqwrt by ~ir Hg~atY 131-:tW); F., I'.C.B., 1\ .C.liiJi. , of tlll' proee<•ding,: 
oE the Hru~sel~ P<•rnwn<'llt Sugar ( 'ommi .--~ion of' the recent S<•,:,:ion of 
Uw C'ommi,:sion in Uctol,er ]a,:t.-T lmYP, &e., 

ALFHED LYT'l'J<:L'l'O~. 

The Offic<·r AJmini~tel·ing the Gownunent of H ongkong. 

Si,· If. liel'f/111' to till' Jfw·'lue.<s (!1. IAU18dvu·11 e. 
( Hef'eired ;.Yo t•entf,er, 2?J.) 

London, ~ on·nd)('l" iOth, l!JO:I. 

~1 ,. Lord, - I haw the hon on r to report that tlw lnterna t ion:d 
Nugar Bount·ic:-: l'oluJni,:~ion held it,.: tllird ,;e:;sion at Br n~,:eb fro111 the 

J :)rh to th<' 2:~rd 11ltin H) . 
~ In Chamber of Cummcn:c Liur:~ry . 
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The fir:o;t ])U,:inc~,; wa,; thl' announcement of the Jetiniti,·r a<lhe::tion 
to the ConYention of the 5th March, 19()2, of the Grand Duchy of 
Lnxemhnrg a11<l of Pt'ru. Jt ''"ill he remembrred that the h•gi,;lation o£ 
P<'rtl ha<l been foun d at fir.•t t.o he incon~i :-:tent with the Conn'ntion in 
Cf'rtai n p:n·ticnl<tr,:. · The,.:e ineon,:i:-:tenciP~ han• now, howen•r, bt·en 
n•mon~d, ami then' rrmained no ob:<tacle to thr adlwf'ion of Pc•ru. Thl' 
Jpgi:-:lation o£ Luxemhurg i:; similar to that of c;('l'llHlllY. and in thp,.;p 

. ... ' ' ... 
cireumf' tance,:, Luxembnrg and Peru \H'r<' :ul111ittetl to the Union. and 
IYC'rr con:-:equentl:· eaeh r<>p rc:<<'nh'd by a D(;'kgah• at tho r<•ct•nt :;~~sion 
of the ( 'ommi,:,..ion. 

The next point to engage tiH• att<•ntion of the Conllni . .-,:ion wa:; th<' 
<J.lH~:"tion whether any meaib coultl be founrl to facilitate the adhe:,:ion ot' 
H n,:,:i a to the Uonn•ntion of the :)th Mareh, 1902. The c-orrrf'pOlHlene<' 
'"hir.h h:ul IJ<'en Pxchange<l between the Belgian and Hn~~ian <Joyern­
ments on thi;: ~nhjr<:t wa" laid lwEorP the C'ommi,.:sion. It ha:< alreadY 
reaclwtl Hi;: l\:lnje,.,ty',.. Gon•rnnwnt fron1 the Brlgian 1\lini,..:tt'l' in LondOJ; . 

The H. n~,.cian UoYPrnnient had ,:ent two Dckgatp,.: to Brusseb in 
onlPr to fmni,:h to the t'ommi~,;ion fn rthPr in formation in reaarcl to tlH• ,.., 
propo,:a[,: already put forwa rd hy Hn,;,;ia, whieh eom:i,:ted in a ,..ugge:<­
tion that tlw PPmtl l'lau,:e ,;hould cpa,:e to apply to Hu,:.-ian ,..uaar on 
eonJition that the export to Enrope ~honld hl.' limite<l to a certain :xtent. 

The C'ommi:"sion , whil:" t rc·eognir.ing that it had no mandate to 
<'nh•rtain or accept an:· aece,: . .:ion, !'xcept within the te1·m . .: of the l'on­
Yention of the :) th )[areh, 1902, dt•cidl.'d that it \Ya,: t'xtrrmeh· tlrsirnLle 
it ,;]wuld hP in full po~~P:<sion of an.'" fact~ or propo,;ition,;. which the 
H n~,:ian GoYel'lllll('Jt t mi(rbt lw wil lin<r to lay bt•fore it in ordl'r that if 

0 t"'' ... ' ' . 

t•os,:iblc•, the ground n1ight uc ell'nn•d for :<ubi<equent treatment of the 
<Ine:::tion by mean,; o[ diplomatic corre::opondem·t'. 

'l'he Rm;,;ian Delegates wer<' therefore admitt<'tl at two ~ittings of 
tlte Counnis~ion, and a :;onH'\Yhat. inconelu~.in• Pxchange of Yiew,; took 
placP, in the cour:"<' of which it tran,:pired thar they had no authority to 
make any Jetinite fn•,:h propo~ak ' • 

Before the:::e inten·ie''"~ had taken place, tll(' Yariou,.: delegation,: 
lw <l ~tated their rrspPctixe Yiews on the Hu,::<ian propo~al,.;, to the general 
l'lfrct that they \\ere fayomable to any cli,:eu~,;ion \Yhich might t<'llll to 
facilit:Jte thr <Hlhe:;ion of Hu:;,;ia to the Convention. 
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ln aC'COnJance with lll,Y in,trncrion-< J made thP follo\\·ing declara­
tion :· -

·· Apr(·:- un (•;.;amen attentif dt• la propo:<JtiOn L{u,:.-<e, le Ctou 1 enw­
ment dP la (-:hamlc·-BrPtagnf' <>.-<t d'a,·i,: qu'ell<' l':<t tour it fa it contl'ain• 
aux ,.:tipula tion~ de la ( 'onn· ntiou dP Brnxelle:-, qui impo:<t' aux Partie-< 
l'ontradantt':< le d<•Yoir dt• pt•nali:<er ton.' l!',: :;u cre,: primt'•,:. 

·· La Commi,;:-ion a rt'C'Oillllt l'<•xi;:tpnce tl\mt· primP ponr ·h•,; ,:ncrt',.: 
Hu,.:~p ,.: , ,.:an,.: toutefoi,; <'11 :1\·oir Jetermin6 le montant exact. 

" Si, tlonc, on allai t cr(•er tllH' ,.j tu a tion pre£6ren tidll' <l' t'X<'lll['tion 
pour le,.: ,.:nere:; prinH;, de la Hn,:,;it', on fc>rait ;;an,; dontl' naltre tk,; diffi ­
cnltt~,; as:;ez ,;t'ori<'u,:p,;, <Jtwnt au tr.titenH'nt de-< ,:ncre." de " autt·t•:< pay-: 

<fUi donnent de" prim<'"· 

' · lJan:; ee,.: coJHlition,... mon GoHYet·twnwnt a n•conntt qu 'iln'c,.:t pas 

po,:,;ibh• d'accl'ptPr la propo,;ition H u:-:::<<'. 

'· Dn re!'te, nwn Uoul-(' l'lll'llH'nt e,;t d'ayi,; que la t'omtui;:;,.:ion. <Jlll 
1 ient ,.:on manJat de la ( '.mYPntion, n 'a pa."' 'lttalitl• pour Jn·opo~<·r on 
acceptn tle~ modification" it eettr l'onwn tion.'' 

nut I adJt•d tltat I ~hou!J, n rYerth elP::<~, listen \\'ith attention to 
any fu rther explanation~ the Hu:-;~ian Delegates might wi.-;h to lay lwf on· 
the Colllmi..;~ion. 

The Pre ... ident eventually ~unulwll up a,; follow,; tho,.:e poin t:;: \Yhich 
hacl been tli~cussNI with th<· 1\u,.:"'ian D{'lt>ga(p;.;, Lut upon which no 
definite conclu,;ion could be reached:-

·' 1. Fixation du prix tlc wntt> it l'interiem. 

.. 2. l~taLli,;,etnent, par la Hu:-:sie, d<' droit,; compen:>ateur:- :::Hr le:­
surre,.: primt'::- proYenant de, pay, tier;;. 

":3. Engagement it prenur(• par la Ru~sie d'ob:<eJTer loute,; 1<'.~ 
elaH,.:e::; de la (_'on\'entiou auxquelle::: il n'aurait pa:< <~te fait formcllenwnt 

c·xceptiou. 

'' -!. Diminution de la 5urtaxe actuelle. 

"5. Limitation Je !'exportation 1le" ::,ucre:; Husse:;. " 

It i .~ upon !he.~e live poin(,: tlud. auy tliulo11wtic cort'(•;:pontlence 
w ltich may ensue 1rill probn bly turn. 

~ r-
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The Commi;:sion, ho\Yewr, again affirmcJ during thi,; ;;e~;;ion that 
the Hus,.:ian ;:~-,.:tem, a,.: it exist.-<, d0<'" giw ri;:;e to a hotmty; bnt it wa,; 
agreetl for the present not to fix th<' Pxact amount thereof, on the ground 
that it depended on Ya rious element:< l iable to fluctuation, which could 
not he e:<timatecl a.~ fixed quantitie:;:. The rat<• fixed in tho Uuit(•tl 
Sta-tes continue:", thercfon', to apply. 

The nex t point considered b)' the C'ommi~sion wn~ tlw reqncst of the 
Dani~h GoYernment for reconsideration of the cotmteJTailinl{ dutie-; 
fixell for Dn.ni,.:h ~ugars. After some discu~;;ion it was decided that the 
rate,.: preYiouf'ly fixed :::hould be maintained, and that a commu nication 
should be adJress(•d to the Danish Government, gi Ying tlH' reason,.: for 
this dPcision. Th<' hope was at the same tillle expressed that the Danish 
Government might see fit to place thems<>lves in a position to adh0re to 
the Convention. 

The Commission next draftell and agreed to Regulation::; for its 
procedure at subsequent sessions. These Regulations, as finally adopted, 
will be found amongst the documents printetl for the (.;ommis::-ion 
during its recent se::;sion, hnt are not of sufficient gcnrral interest to Le 
here quoted at length. 

It then became the duty of the ( 'ommi,.:sion to once more pas~ m 

reYiew the leg{;:lation of the Contracting State~. 

Ge1•many.--No criticisms were matle on the German law. 

Austria and Han[Ja?'y.-·Attention was ealle<l by the British mHl 
other delegations to Article 5 of the Austrian Law o£ the 31~t January, 
1903, which appeared to leave the contingent system in force, although 
the individual allotment of it had disappeared. The Austrian and 
Hungarian Delegates, howeYer, gave the most categorical assurancPs 
that the contingent system had completely disappeared hoth in Au;:tria 
and Hungary. 

The followi ng were the declarations made by them :-

"ilL le lh·. Joas, Delegnt'· de l'Autriche, rt'•pontlant aux question;; 
posees par lcs honorables Dt•lt'·gu(·,o des P ays-Bas et de In Grande-Bre­
tagne, rappelle que, clans la neuvieme f'eance tenue le 18 ,J uin , 190a, la 
majorite de la Commi~sion a (•mi~ !'avis que le ~:rstem tlr conting(•nt 
officiel consacr6 par la legi:-::lation Autrichienne ne ponvait 0tre con­
sidere comme se conciliant avec les prescriptions dr la Com·ention d u 

5 Mars, 1902, 

I 

1 
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" En con,_<;quencc, la L oi Autrichienn <' du 31 .Jam ·icr, 1903, 
('Bulletin J e:> Lois' No. 27) a. <!te :~.bol ie dan~ toutc son t'•tend.ue pm· 
l'Ordonna.nce Imperialr publi~c. et entn'•e en vigneur le 4 Aoi'tt, 1903. 

''La reglcmentation officielle du debit des snor es pour la con som­
rnation iuterieure en Autrichc n'a done jamais tit& r ealisce. 

" En ce qui concerne le hut poursuivi par le contingent d'assur h 
l'inJustrie nat ionale le march('• de chacun lles deux Etats de la Monar­
chie Austro-Hongroise, lesquels form en t un tcrritoire douanier et com­
mercial commun, les tlenx: Gou ycm ement:" Yiennen t Je se mettrr; 
u'accord pour a t tf'indre cc hut d'une aut re manicre que par le i:iysteme 
du contingent. 11:; se soot entcndns pour proposer it la I1egislaturr 

d'etablir, it partir Ju l e1· Sept('ml:l re, 1903, une snrtaxe sur les ~ucres 
expedies de l' un des deux pays clans l'autre. 

" Vu l'tmitt; Jouaniere existan t entre les deu x pay:;, cette surtaxe, 

Jont le montant a et<\ fixe it 3 couronnes 50 hell er par quintal pour les 
:;ucres raffines et les !mcres assimilnbles aux r affines, et it 3 couronnes 
ao heller pour les autres suCI·es, sera pert;·ue par l'Etat expediteur . L e 
Projet de Loi concernant ce~ mesures n 'est pas encore soumis au Corp" 

L egislatif. 

" L'honorable D elegue ajoute que ce Projet de Lo( £era disparaitre 
complctemen t !'Article 5 de la. Loi dn :H Janvicr , 1903. Dans l'inter­

valk, eet Articl(' ne r e<;oit pas :<on application. 

" ivf. le D1·. T eleszky, DPlegue de la Hongrit•, expose, a son tour, 
que son Gouverncmont <'t k Parlemen t Hong rois, en :;c ralliant aux 
di~positions de la Convention r elatiYe an r{•gimc des sucre;; conclue it 
Bruxelles le 5 Mars, 1902, ont interpn>M h>,: di~positions J e cett<~ (;on­

vent ion en ce :"ens qu'une utilisation quolconqne de la ~urtaxc autori~ce 
par la Convention ~et:ait inadmissible. 

" Bien qu 'il n'ait pas e rn pouvoir pniser clans les Jehats <1ui em·en t 
lieu a.u sein tlf' la Commis,;ion ;:ur la 11nestion d u contingent, la con1·icti on 

11uc lcs mesure;: projct<'•es n'etairnt pas C'OnfornH.'~ an texte on :'t !'esprit 
J e la Conven t ion , le GonYerncnw nt H ong rois, m f1 par le dcsi r :-oi ncere de 
eonserver it la gramle muHe internationale, a.chey(\c ap rt•s taut de 
difficultl•s, son ab:;olue integralitr , n 'a pas cru devoir im ister sur le bon 
droit que son intcrpetation susvisee lui donnait, et a r esolu de poursuivre 
par d'autres moyen~ l e but qu 'il se proposait d' atteindre pa r le con-
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tingentement et qui n'(·tait autre, on le :<ait, <JUE' Msir d'as!>u ror le 
ttmrch<'· int1'• riem· i1 la production sucriere nationale. 

"En const;qnence. le Projd de Loi :-:ur la r (·partition indiviJut:ll <' 
du contingent d(\ :<uer e u'n pa:s <'·U· rm·Nu de la :<auction l1'·gislatiYe, e t 
le;; disposition:< de:< §§ !) et 1-\ de la Loi II de l'annt'·e 1900 ayant nn 

rapport rJne]eonqur :l\·ec Jp contingent, ne furent pa s mi~es i1 e x~;cutiotl.· 
Ue:> cli~po:<itions d'a illcnr:-:, ne pourraient 0trc ex<'•cntoircs qu 'aprt•s la 
r<;partition indiYi<lm•lle dn contingent. 

"En ce qni conceme le but su:<nJent iontH'·. poursuiYi par le con­
tingent, le GouYerJtemf>nt Hongroi.-; ~'est entcndn tn·eC' le Gouvernement 
Imperial d 'Antriebe pour proposer it la L<'·g islature des deux parties de 
la :i\ionarchie d'r\tablir. i1 partir du l Pr Septembre, 1903. une surtaxr• 
~ur les su er<'"' exp<'·di t'·~ rlP l'un de~ dPux pay,; dans !'autre. 

·'Vu l'nnitt\ Jouanit~r< · cxi:<tant entre le" deux pay~, C<'tte :<nrtnxe, 
dont le montant :1. i•te fix(· it 3 couronnes 00 hellcr pour le I'Ucre t·affin (· 
et les "ucres a~~imilables an raffin<\ et i1 3 conronncs 30 heller pour le.o: 
autres sucre.~ , sera perc: ue par l'Etat expediteur. L e Projct de Loi 
<·oneemant Cf'~ mcsur<'~ 11 'n pa;; <'l1f'OI'<' <'·U• somni,. an Parlement.'' 

F n w <·P.-l inquired wlw ther the li'rench Delt'gate wa:< in a po.:<ition 
to lay hefor<' the Oommi;;:<ion any ·'Project c]p Loi" deYi::;crl tn meet 
the eritici::;m;; made at th <' Ja ,; t ,;es~ i on of the Comm i:<,;ion in re<T:n·J to 

"' th(l French ~yst<•m of ,·rfining in honrl. Tho l•'rencb DPlr.gntP replietl 
a:< follow~ :-

·' .11. lhlutmn·. Dr'·k·gur'· de la F ranc(', dt;clare qn' iln'est pa:: en t'·t.at 
dt• d<'·posct· le projet df> modification au n'·gimc des raffill<'ric;:. L <• 
Uou\'<'rnement de l<~ lU~publique <':>tim C' qu e, par \·gard polll' h' Parlt•­
ment, il ue lui e;:t po,:sibiP de saisi r la Commi::;~ion PPrm:tn<•nte rl'nn 
projet qni n'a pa,.: enc·o1·c <'· r(· :<otnni,.: aux Cluunbrcs.'' 

.. JI. /JI'fatmt?' cxprime la con,·ictoin qne la qn cstion st> ra n \glt'·e 
anlnt la rrochainP :<('s~ion dl' In Commi,.::<ion P er:nall(' ll te.' ' 

Tht• P ermanent BurNlll ha::; lllHlt ·rt<~k t•n to di:"tri hute thi:< , .. Projr·t 
dP Loi" to tl11• Yar iou,; IJdrgatP.~ n;: ..;oon a."' it i."' laid ht• fore thf' French 
( ~hamht•r:<, lmt T I'Pnlun· to ,:ugge:<t that Hi:< l\iajf•sty':< Anthn:<."':tdor at 
Pari~ might lw in:<trnc:ted to Pndenvout· to_obtain copir,: of it as ,;oon a:< 
th<>y can proper!;· he rommnni cate c! to Hi ::; 1\bjP,;t.y ':<: :Gon•rnment. lt 

. 
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\Ynnld c•yidc'Jltly be' ahYi.-ahk tl1at any nh~C'n·ati on~ to 1Ylli<'h thi~ " Projet 
dP Loi '' 1nigh t gi1·c ri~P ,..ltoulJ lJr nwde to th e F rC'neh Gon'mment 
hefore, ra ther than nft('r, the mensurc i~ pas,..f' cl. 

At my request thP French Drkgate unJertook to :-<uhmit to t hP 
Uommif'>"ion at i ts next ses,.:ion a ~tatement o£ thr exact legi:-:latiYc 
,;y:::tem in tlw F rench Colonie.:; so far a,: concern~ ;;ugar. 

The Nether land DPlegate ntarl<' a f'imilar promi,:e in regard to the 

Dutch Colonie:: . 

_Yet!tel'lunds, 
Lu.1:t~ml111 t'(f, 

l tal,tj. • 
P er u, 
S n•echn, 

( ~ o fur ther ohsr rnttion:< \H'r !' mad<• on 
) these countt·ies. 

thr law:> of 

'When the Lnw of Belgium canto on for examination, I mn.de the 
following statemr nt in connf'ction ,,·ith th e f'urtax allowPd in Belgium 
to :-:ugared products :-

•. Sit· Tfenry B c>t'f/ill\ D(·l<~gu<'· dP la Grande-Bretag ne, dit qu e 
.rnprt'"' ,:r~ in;:truction:<, il a le !lc,·oir d'appc>ler l'attentio11 de la Com­
nti:-"inn :'Ut' l<>s di,..po>"it ion,.: clu Tarif de la Belgiqn~' rclatiYes nux 
prodnit" f:tt erc>,.:, 11 pre:<ente (, l '<' "ujrt h·:- con:"iderntion::: "uiYantes :-

·' ' Le droit d'acris Pe-t de 20 h. pour le:> sucrcs. Le~ droit.;; dl' 
Doun1w ,.:m· k:-: conscn·e,: alim cntairP;'; renfC'rmant pln,; de 50 pour cen t 
de :;nrerr ~ont de 30 f r. La ~udax.r, dnn~ ce cas, <>:-:t done de 10 fr. 

·' 'IJ :· n Ji(>U d'examiner l'i, d'aprC:; }c,.; tenne:; rJe ]a ( 'onYention , 
lr,: Pnrti<':' Contradnnte" pt·uwnt pr~l<·n~r ;:nr le,; produit;: ,:ncn··~ nne 
~ndaxf• piu::; (•lf'Yl'C que eelle rpti <•,.t fix:(~e par l' Article III. 

'· · Dnn:> la qnatorfiC:·nH' :<c'•anee d<' la l'onf<'rence (vage 184 cln r <'cnri l 
dl'" proci.'~-wrbanx). M. lr P rc\,:idrnt a clit que ' · l'a:;similation de:< 
produit;: ,;ucr(•:< aux :<ncn·,.: e:;t limi tC:•c 1t la d i :;po~i ti on Je ]'Article I 
figurant dan~ Je Jlle lllO alin t•rt.'' Jl :1 ajoutt' <jlH' ' · Cette ob,.:Pnation 
,:erait eon:-:ig11ee au p roces-Yerbal eomnw ex:primant !'opinion de Jn 
( 'onfc'·r<·nce.' ' M'. le Pn'sitlen t, nu conrs de la dix:-srptieme ~t'n.ncc (pa,ge 
218), a ajoutc'• : " La limitation de la >"nrtax:c ne .-isc, en effet, qne l e~ 
,;ucrcs proprr ment <l it~--c'est-~i- cl ire, le~ sucres comestibles, et non le.:: 
:<ons-procluits de la fabr ication et dn 'raffinage, tels quc> les nHHasf't>~, par 
Pxemplc>.' ' C'ette maniere de Yoir a M<' ndmise par In l'on ft'• rence. Ce" 
paroles. ;:emhle-t-il, tenda inent i1 exclnre de,;: <'ffet:< de l'Artide III des son>"-
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proclnit.:< <'ll question. 1nais n'avaien t pa:-: la port1!c cl' !'Xdure le:-; proJ uit..; 
"ucr <' :< eotucstibl P" qui eontinnen t tlllP pr;lpor tion notable de :<ucre 

propr<·mcut dit. S i l'on examine l'Art idc· I . on tl'OUY<', dans J'(·nnmc'•ra­
tion 1IP,; primr>". qtw d'nprL's le prr mif'r al in(·a rk (•Pt Artid P. 011 ne Jlf'H I 
aeconler nux >"nc res 11i aux produit." H1cn~~ : .. (f) Jp,.. aYautage;: n:sul t­
ant de tonfo -:urtax.c· d\m ta ux "npc~rieur it <:!• lui fix t'· par I'Articl l' 
Ill. " 

.. ·Jl "t>ttlble done q u~-' J<.:, Pa rtit·:; Uonirada n t~ no >"ont pa." antorisl.' l'~ 

a pn'·l('n' "ur le,; pro1lttit" :'ll('n\ .; um· surta x<' piu" c'•lrvc'•e que <:C'lk c1ni 
l'St fi xe<• par l'ArticlP Il f. 

·' · Scion I' opinion Je 1non Uou n ' rnemcnt, l1'" Hautp.:; J>arti r s l 'on­
tradantr " :-e ;:ont engagt:eg, par ht ('onn·ntion. it ne l'a"' accorder d<' 
prime;: ni d'a l'nntage::: d1'•coulant rl'ltlw o::urtnxc t'·l<'n\e, nux "ucre>" et aux 
produit..; suer(·,; . 

.. · Cc·pcnda11t, I'll I[ Lit' l':qqd it·ation de la ( 'olln ·ntion aux prod uit.~ 
>'Hen~:- <'f"t li mih' e aux d i~po>"ition :< dP L \.rtic: l<• I, il n'y a pn>'. pour 1<'::. 
I'artie~ ( 'ontractante:::, oblig:t tion de pc\naliser lc>:- produit:, :,ucrc'·:- qui 
pourrnitwt conknir du ;:ucn· pri m1'•. 

" · ~ott~ ee,; condition:', tnon Gou,·cn wllH'tl t m'a <"lta r;.::c'· d' l'xprinwr 
l'e;.;poir <[ne • ~i ln Commi s:;iou pn rtagc ~a nHt ni<'•re de yoir sur c:l'i,tc · 
question, le Uom·em enwn t H<'lgc· Yondra l·ien CllYis:tgl'r lt•,.; Jlt (',;ttr(',; rpti 

JeYiendraieu t JH~ccssair<> ,; . 

.. • Au surplus, le Uou' erm·ment de la ( ~ rauJe-ilrelag11e nitue :~ 
reconnaltre !'espr i t de bonne foi doilt :-'est moutrC:· anim c~ le Gou Yerue­
met Beige en metta11 t it cx<\eution la Com·ention, (•t il 11 'a pa~ manqu~ 
de prendre en con;:;id<;rn.tioll le~ ditlicultt'·s cp1e d t' ITa u~·ccssairemeu t 

faire maitre, au debut, !'application d'un nou \-e<m sy:::t\.•ttw de lt•gislation 
intemationnle.' '' 

'· Jf. K evers, one o£ the Belgian Delegatt'~, replied as follows :-

, . .1/. J(t:f,eN, lH·lc'·gn(· dP la B('lgi1pw, c•on::.tntc fJ li C l'appn~ciation 

formulec dnn~ la tJUatorzit·nw ~\?nnce par le l >re:::iJcni de la Conference 
<Jt qu'a invoqu\·e l'honorable ::;;; I' H enry llerg tH', r(·pondai t it u11e oh:-ervn­
tion de ~on E xcellence M. le Mini~tre ell' b (handr- Bretagnl' ain~i 

rapport(·c par le procd·:;-Yt'rha l :-
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,; ':-)on E:xct>lknc<· )I. Phipj'" fait ]'('lllarquer <[Ue r Article de la 
( 'onYention qui rendra ohligatoir<· I<> r<'·gimc d'entrepi'lt tiP peut s'nppli­
'JIIPI' PYidenmH•nt. ~~ la fabrication des c:onfiture,.:. J e:; bi;:cui ts, et autre~ 
produits ~ncn'·,.:. 11 ~e dennmde si, pom prl·wnir tout maleutendu it t:d 
<'•garu~, il 1w eonvi!:'ndrnit pas Je eommet~cer la phra::;e de l"Article I 
visant C<'S produib, par [p,: n10t,.: : "Pour l'application <lP cette di"po~i­
tion spr!ciale.'' · 

"Il en r<'·:-ulte dain·nwnt qu\:n ,q·ipulant que le" produit,.: ,.:ucn1:' 

~r.raient a,:imili<'" au ,:ucrP. on n·aYait t•n Yll<' qn e !'application de la 
di,.:po,.:ition fai,.:ant l'objd du premier aliu<'a de !'Article T. 

'· L'lwnorallle DPl<'·gut'· en Yoit <'galement la preun• clan:; le fait IJU<' 

l'Article JJI limit<• I<· !'hiffrr. de la :'urtax<' pour le,: :;uere.~ raffin<\,;, cl 
hrnb. et 11011 pour les produib :"Ucrt'•,.:. Si cet Articl e antit eh'· applicablP 
it <'<~" dPmic·r", il eftt fallu fixpr pc·ur !'tJX nne ::-urtuxe ~pPciak. att<•ndu 
<JUC la plupart de,; produit,.: ,.:ttcr<'·~ ~ont eompo~<'·~ principnlement et en 

proportion,: Yariable~ <lP wh~taJJ<.:<·~ :nth<'~ qu e lP :-ucre. 

'· IJ'autre,.: p<t.~"").!:t'" de.~ ddih<'·ration,.: dr la C'oJJf,'•renee tk Bruxellt'-~ 
t'-tabli,.:,;c>nt ndtellleut 'JII<' l'on 11'a Jl"" YottlH nppliqUPI' aux produi t;: 
,.;uer<'·~ d'antre,.: di"po,.:ition:' de la C'onY<·ntion que eelle tk I' Ar tiPle 1 
Yi:'Pt> pin.' batlt. 

.. ·]IL H<>anduin. lH·h'•gu,·· t!<• la Uel giqu<'. l'OH:'ht k <ji lt' la ( 'onn'JI­
tion sign<'<· it Londrr~ lP ;~o .\oftt. lXKK. cont,·wt iL it I' Art il'l <' H. Ul l<' 
dispo,;it"ion ainsi cnn<_·tt<' :-

··' ·· Pur <·x.ception au pri J]('ipt· llH'ntionn•' an prPmit·l' a lin<'·a dP cPt 

"\ rt i<.:IP. 011 l'ourra aet:onl('l' k l'l'lll hour,.:<'IJH'Ilt on cl<'·dmrge de droi t·,; 
pour lt• ,.:ut'l'<' emplo.n'• it la falll'ie:~tion de,: l'hOl'Olat,.: l't autre~ produi t~ 

dl':'tiJH·.,_ :'1 l'cxporbttion. pournt qu'i! n't•n n \..:11He <tll <: IIIH' prim e.'· 

·· · L'honorabk !H·I<'gU<'• propo~<:' t!,• complder Je t ~> xte de !'Article 
l ' ll <in"l'irant <k eettc' di~po~ition. On ponrruit, l':n· PXP11lpl<'. ajouh ·r, 

:1 pri•,; le ntot '· "ucn•,;,.. C<'" ut ob. ••et d<•,; produi t:< .•tHTt•:,; ou au tn•, 
a Ita logul'~ . ·· 

·' C'ett<· profHJ.~ition fnt :1gn··<·· ilit'll qn<• n '·al i,.; <'-<' :'OUS unt· fo t'tl ll' 
•lith'•rl'nt<'. 
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·' 11 n d e <'ntcnd u en :'omme qu'i! :-:ntl:it rpw ](',.: p roduits ~ucres 
n 'ohtientwnt pa,.: clP pri mt• pour ' lu·i I ~nit ~a ti~fait anx prPscription de la 
('on l'ention. 

"An s11rplns, pre:'que ton ~ lP~ !~tab ( 'ontractant,.: ont donne :'t la 
dispo~ition .enYi~age<' ln me me interpr<~tation <JUC la Belgiq u<' . Eu ef'fet. 
d'npre . ..: lei' Tarif,: des Dou:uw" dP l'Allemagne, de I'Autriclw, de la 
Hongrie, de la Frm1e<', <le l'Itali<·, de la Snede, l<"s droits d'entr(~e 
applicable~ aux: prodnit~ ~ucn~s ,;ont sen,.;iblelllent sup('rieurs it la sur taxe 
a utoris(1e par 1' A rtic le IIL E t la Commission elle-meme a ad m is le 
Grand-Dnch<~ de Luxembourg d le Pt'·rou iL adherPr it In C'onYention , 
:<aehant que dan;; ce;.: jmy,: t:•galenwnt l<>s droit,: d'entree sur le:; produih 
,;uerf.• ;; depassent notnblement 1<'" droit;; intLTienrs sur le~ sucre;;, 

"L'honorablP ))(;] ,'>gu(· !'Onclut qu 'en etabli~sa u t le Tarif comnH' 
Plk ra fai t, la Belgique ne s'pst (•carate<' ni de In lcttre ni de l 'e~pri t ,]t. 

ln Co11Y<m tiou de Brnxelle"." 

A Yote was then tah•n on the qtH';; tion ·· lf l ll'th<~r the Contrading 
States ha<l the right to Ic~YY on ,.:ugarf'd p roduct~ a :"lll'tax higlwr than 
that fixecl h_v Article Ill of the l'onY•:nt ion ~ ·· 

The re;:u It wns-

~ Yoto,; in the attirnmtin·. 

1 vote in tilt• negatin: (Gn •a t Britain). 

2 ah~ teution s (F ranC'<' and I taly) . 

The fur ther qu P,;tion wa;; tlwu ra.i~<·tl whether eontracting Sta tt>:" 
were bound to penali11e ~ugnred protluets ('Ontnining bountied ~uga.r; 
and aft<>r a d(•bat·e in IYhich Ynriou" Yie;Y :-: 11·ere exprp,.:sed, it \Yas decided . 
to postpone any settlenH'll t o£ th e qu<' stion m1til ,.:ufficirnt time had 
< •lap~et! to l:'na ble th r ( ~omt ll i . .:,;ion to perc<>iV<' whether the <•xi sting Law.~ 

o£ tlw Yariou,; contracting States in regard to this matter ga1·c ri,;<• to 
difficnlt.i<:>~ in practicP. 

The Law:' of (heat Brita in :md of lwr Colonies next eame under 
r<'V ll'\Y. 

No ('r itil'isms wer<' nw dl' on tlw La 11· for the United Kiugdotl! . 

ln regard to the British Crown Colonies, the Fn•nch lJdegatr called 
:J tteution to t lw fad tlwt in <:ertain or them, Yiz., in Driti.~h Hondma.~, 

l'ey lon, and G renada, the ,.: ur ta :-; ou ~ugar-viz . , the cu~tom~ duty in the 
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ah~em·c of <'Xci.:e du ty- exceeded the figure fixed in Artiel<' Ill o( t ll<' 
( 'onn•ntion of tlw ;)th ::\Iareh, HJO:? . A[tpr ~OIIH' di:<<· u ~sion. in tiJP 
eom:<c oE which I explain<'d that, a3 thr•,.;e ( \ Jionie;.; wr•rp practically 
non-<•xporting: a~ to sugar. no bou nty C'ould po.:.: ihl:· ari,.:e. ir wa;.; 
recoaniz<•d tha t till' <'a,:!' of tht':'<' three Colon ies prr•::<•ntt>d littln practieal 

"" im port;~ nC<', an<l that it wus prcferalJl<· to adjourn an.'· d<'ci,.:ion on th<' 
- principii' in1·uh·e< l unti l tl lr' ll!'Xt ;.;(',;~ i on of thP ( 'uu1111i~,.:ion in ::\larch . 

); o f urthn oh:-:et'l'a tion,.: IH'l'<' 111ade on the la 11·,.: of the Bri t·i,.:h 

( 'rown C'oloni<',.:. 

The ( 'onnni,:<ion pro<.:<'<'d<·d then to con,..idPr till' l:1 11·,; of ( 'a n<~<.b. 
:\ u:-:tralia, an d tlH· South Afriran ( 'uston1" C nion . 

It '"a" decided tha t bon nti<•s Pxi~ted in all three· ca~'l':' . and thP ra t<• . .: 
uf comacrYailing du t:· w<·re fix<·d in <•ach ea,:<· a,: foil<)\\ ,:: -

l! ate of counten·;dlit l;.!' 
duly per li!J kilo:-:. 

F r. 

I f H:111 ,.:ugar, .. ...... .. :;.;- il. 
( 'ana< a, · · .. .. .... · .. .. ............ · l J{ pfin<·<l ,,ugar, .. .... :u; :~ 

, .. , . · l·. fH nw,ugar, .... .... .. :? .O;) 
~out h Afl'lcan ( u" to ll l" nwn. ) u fi 1 r . •) XIJ ... n(' llPC :-o:U~(tl •. • . . . ,,J , c. 

. I' f lla 11· ~ngar .... .. ..... O.!J.l 
( 'ollllllOil\\'l':tl t lt ul: An,.:t ra 1:1 . ... ·l Ht'li ncd ,.:ngar ....... ;),!i:.l 

1 ab:-!:lill l'd from htking: rart in tlw <li:<eu,.:,.:ion and From I'Uiing 

wh <•n tlw~<· Brit i,.:h t 'oloni<'" W<'l'<' undPr di,..cu ... ,.:ion. <·onlin in,g Ill .\'.'<.' If to 
tnaking a t tliC out~Pt tlH· fol lo11·in g d<·dnratiou :-

·' Sir 111'111'.'/ /Ji'i'f/11<'. j)l'>l(·g u•'· 1Jt. la UratHk-Brdaglle, ti\·ut :'t 
rappel<>r tout <i':d)ol'fl la <h'•elaration 'ill<' ,.0 11 Gonn•rn<'lllcnt a fa itl> lor,.: 
du d1'>pftt de~ ratifica tion,; d1• :--:1 )faje,t<'• Britanniqu<· ,_nr la ( 'om·ention 
dn :"1 Mar,:. l VO:.l. it ;.;a,·uir qn'en au ~· n t l en . .: la (1ran\le-Dretagne JH' 

pourrait appl.iq u<·r un droit eo111pen,.:a t• •m on la prohi l,itiou aux ~u crl'.~ 
jll'OYenan t dPs ( 'oloui<'s a ntononw.... I )a 11,. <'< '" condition;;, la d<'· l<'·g:ttion 
Br itauniqtt<' tH' pourra pn•1Hln• parr it la di~ell,.::- iou du t:mx du droil 
comp<'n~ah'u r it fi x<'r pour e1·~ t 'oloui e,.:; 11\ai,._ el k n' <•n!Ptlli ,-. ,·idemiiH·nt 
pa,: ,-'oppo:<<'l' it ee <Jll l' it::: aut re . .: d(·](•gation:< <'Xatniutnt la que,.:! ion . !-;i 

<'lie,: <k eidcn t J'applil'aLion d'un droit, l:t <l{·Jl.gation B ritanniqne rap­
portera le fa it it ,:on (1 ou\'eruenH.•nt. afi n <J il< ' 1<•;.; ( 'olon i <'.~ autonom<'" l' ll 

~oient infor m{•c,:. ·· 

A 

~o fnrtlll'r olo,.:<'l'l·ation,.: w<·n· off1·rPd on flw Law,; of tl11• I3riti"h 
autonomon:' ( 'olonie~. 

The rei'ult of tb 1• d<• lih('J'<I t i o n ~ m regard to tlw Law~ of non­
contracting S tate,: wa~ ""' follow~ : ·· -

Jle.cicu.-A <Jlle:>tion haYi ng l.w<'n rai~<·U as tu the neep;;sity of 

applying the Penal Clause to li:Iexican sugar, the Perman<>nt Bureau 
wa" eha rged with thP dnty of collr.l' ting comp.lete information eoncem­
iug the syst t>m in Mexico, in order that th<• l 'ommii':<ion might lw in a 
po:>ition to r<'a('h a dPcision in th<• tnattrr at i(,.: lll'xt sesi'ion. 

{ '1tit,,d Staii'S.- A propo,.:a I wa,.: mad<' hy the P<·rnmn<·nt Bu rcan to 
fix a rate of (:0Llllt!'r l'ailing duty for united Statt>:·<' ,;ngar". I oppo~eJ 
this on the gt·onn~l that the 'Guited :3tatc;.; being pradicall y a nou­
rxporting country for sugar, there was no prc;:ent need to fix :~counter­
vailing duty. After ;:ome discns:<ion the matt0r 1m;.; left o,·er for 
con~itlrration at th<> IH'Xt :.;ession of the Commi,.:,;ion in lVIareh. 1904. 

C11bu and Pm·to R ico.- The q ue~tion o( the application o£ th<• 
Penal Clause to "nga r,.; from l'uba and Porto Riro haYing het>n discus,.:Pd. 
tht> OommisFion <leeided to su;.;pend it,.: d<·ei,..iou till furtbrr information 
C'oulJ be obtained from the Pt'rmanent Bur<>an. Tlw qn<' :<tion will 
therrfore eome np ngain at th<· ,.:p,;,.:ion fixed for next Marelt . It i~ on<' 
o£ considPrable importance, for although no great quantity o[ C'nhan 
!'ngar i:-: at pr ri'cnt used in thl' Ln ited Kingdom. Cnlm i::; the ehiPr 
('Xporting eonntry of the wodJ for <·an<' :-:ugar. ami the fad that pnr­
cha:;rs from ,.:o plPn tiful a prodnl'er (':11\ l11• rP~01·ted to tend,. to kr1·p 
do\nJ pricP:" . 

E!t!Jpt.-Tt h<> ing ,.:h01m that no ,;ugar hountiP~ <·xi><t in Egypt, it 
wa,.: J <•cidrd that no eonntPrYailing duti P,.: w<•rc• rPquin•d for Egyptian 
~n g:ar:-: . 

JJani.~h A nlilll's.- A "i 111 i la r deei ~ion \Y:t,.: readte<l in regard to the 
Dani~h An tilk,.: . 

The next }l(•l'ting of tlw ( 'ummi:;,.:ion ha" h<'<'n HxPd for thl' ltJt h 
~ fa reh, JDOJ, unh·~,; it i~ "oo1wr eonn>k('d on :' jH'tial rPqn<•,.:t from an\· 
<>f the ( !ontraering f'ta te,.,-T haw. &(' ., 

H. G. BF.IWXB. 
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Japanese Markets and Hong·kong Sugar. 

Japanese ( 'onsulate, 
Hongkong, 16th J an nary HJO-!. 

~m,-In the lrading artiel<· oE :·om to-day',.: i,-;;:ur, a ment ion was 
madr al,out .Japan markl't-: !wing elo:<<'(l again:o:t the rdinl'd ~ngar of 
Hongkong by prohibiti n• tar iff,.:, and a,.: I eon,;idcr this ,:tat<>ment is apt 
to giw one rather an C'l'I'OlH'ous imprr:<~ion of tlw rPal fact. I req1w~t :·on 
to :<parl' yom YalnahiP ,.:paC'(' for thi:< ldte>r. 

The import dntit':- in .Tapnn on ,.:ug[lr necorcling to the exif'ti ng 
tariff;; ,,·hieh eanw into fort'(' on l,;t .January, ] 8!W. are a,; follow~:-

r p to ::\o. u Dn tch ,;tnndard. ;") [H'r (•Pnt. wl m/. or 0.204. y<'n per 

pi cui. 

From Xo. 1;) to :20. ]() ]H'r <'<•nt. rulral. or 0.7-!X yen prr pil'ttl. 

Gpwartl No. ::!0. 10 p<'r c<•nt. arll·lcl. or O.X27 yrn ]Wr picnl. 

Apart from the import duly, the con;;;nmption tax is equally pnyablc 
by imported ,.:ugar a,; well a,.: uy .home product:-: .. T~us th: a~lvt:nt:Lg(• 
derivrd hy thP Japam•,:<• :-:ugar rdiner,.: nn<ler the ex1,;t.lng ta nffs IS l timtt>d 
to thr diffen•J"JCP of;} ]W l' <:('nt. lwhw<>n thP import duty on raw sngar 
and that on rrfinrd. Fmthe1·mon·, th i ~ di~crimination hnd originally 
he('n ainwLl not ngainst tiH· frrr Hongkong sugar hut again;:t the 
bounty-fed Continental >'ugar wilh " ·hich .Japan',.: markd,.: ha(l he~·n 
"dumped '' for :<OlllC' timr l'n;:t. 

In ,;pi tr of the diffen•JH·<· in tiH' import tluty nwntion<>d alJow, 
Jnrin <T the ypar ) !)0:2 a:< much a;: fiw and a half million .'·rn:-:' "·orth o£ 

h . 

. refin<>d snga r wn=" import<'<! into .Tapan from Hongkong and otlwr plact'"· 

I tru;:t l h~l\·r alrrady gi,·rn ,.:nffieicnt rea8on:< to be ah!P to c:laim 
that ,.:o fa r a ,; ,.:ngar tariff:-: of .Jnpnn nre cone<'rJH'll, they arP not "pro­
hibit.ivc, ., though th<•y a rt•, no donht. to ,.:onw rxt<•nt '· pn•fprrntia l. ' '-

Yours, rtc., 

!\[A:<Ai\H'HI :l\O)IA, 

( 'on,.:n I for .fa pan. 

To the EJitor of the '' !Jaii!J P1·ess." 
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HmmKONG GENERAL UHAMBEH OE' CoummcE, 
HoNGKONG, 2nd Frhruary. 1904. 

:::>m,-With reference to your letter to the Editor o£ the " Hongkong 
Daily Pre3s" d:1ted 16th ultimo, on the subject of the treatment of 
H ongkong m:tnnEacture<{ Sugar in .Japan, I am instructed to draw your 
attention to an a.pparent inaccuracy in your figures relating to the 
[mport Duties. It appear~ that in the Spring of last year the Import 
Duty on sugar entering .Japan under No. 15 Dutch Standard wns raised 
from .204 yen to .271 yen per 100 J apa.nese kins. Ji'mther, the kin 
being only equal to 1.32507 lh~. a voir. the duty vYorks out at fractionally 
mon' per picul of 133:t lhs. than the figures in your letter show. · 

The following figures show clearly to what extent the Hougkong 
Refinrrie" are (li~criminnted against by the Japanese Government:-

,Japanese Refinrr,.: import Raw Sngar and pay ...... .271 duty. 

.Japanese Refiner!< refine Raw Sugar & receive a draw-
hack of............................. ...... .............. .271 

" 
,J a panesc Hdiners pay} 

consumption Tax on yen 1.60 
Hefinell Sugar;;, .... 

Totnl Tax on Japanrse} 
B fi 1 ~.:< yen 1.60 

P HP< >.Jugars,.... · 

Hougkong Hcfiners im- } 
port J:h-•finecl Sugar yen .271 
and pay importJuty, 

Hongkong Hefiner:-: im-} 
port H.efined Sugar 
& pay con~umption yen l.BO 
Tax, .............. . .. . 

Total Tu,x on Hongkong} yen 1.871 1\efinell Sugar>', ... . 

2.20 2.80 

2.20 2.80 

.748 .827 

2.-zo 2.80 

2.948 3.627 

Difference in fnyour of} ====;;;-.:===--
Japan ese Refined yen, .271 .748 .827 
Sugar, ..... ........ .. 

(according 
to quality). 

(according 
to quality). 

(according 
to qun.lity). 

Thi:'- Chamber nnderstanrl;; that as a matter of fact, ,·erv little 
Hefined Sugar under No. 14 Ducth Standard is imported into Japan and 
the higher dntiP~ of yrn .748 and yen .827 repres<:>nt such a heavy 
percentage on mn rket value that it is easy to believe they are reall.v 
prohibitin•. In thi~ counrction a glance at the following figures repres­
enting the ,·tllne of Refiner! Sugars imported into .Japan is inst.ructiYe :-
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1~!:17 .. ... ..... .. ... ... .... .. .... yen l:).Oli'..320 
1898. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . ., 21,105,595 
1899, . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . " 9,156,303 
1900, ............ . .............. ,, 15,598,894 
HJ01, .......... ... ........ . .. . .. ,. 21,111,901 
1902, .... , .......... . . . ......... , 5,589.157 

Although the " diser.imination" alluJed to in your letter may haw:' 
been aimed -chiPfl.y again,:t. bounty-fed Uontinentnl Sugar. it. obviously 
appliPs equally to Sugar from Hongkong not bounty-fed, and there h 
wanting any rvioene<' of a desire on the part. of .Japan to t.rrat Hongkong 
product~ as .Japanese products are t.reated in this Colony. 

AnY commentl' with which vou may fayour the ( ~hamber on thi~ 
~u bject ~vill he appreciateci.-T ha Ye. &e· .. 

A. R LOWE, Secretary. 

MASANICHJ NoMA. Esq., Consul for .Japan, H ongkong:. 

J APANESE UoNSULATE, 
H oNGKONG, 4th February, 1904. 

Sir,- I hav~ the honour to acknowledge receipt of )'OUl' letter 
dated 2nd instant, and in repl y I haw' the honour to expt·e,:,: my high 
appreciation for your kindness that )~ou had dr~wn my at.tention to a 
certain inaccuracy in my figure:-< relating to the 1mport dntles o£ Rugar, 
which waR cau;;;ed hy m!· mif'uf'r o£ a r~>feretle<' book.-1 have, &c .. 

YIASANIC'HI NOMA, 
Cow<nl for Japan. 

A. R LowE, E,;q .. Seerf'ta r,r. HoNr:KoNu GE~ERAL ('HAMBER OF 

CoMMERCE. 

c 
Licensing of Pilots. 

HoNGKONG GENERAL CHAMBER oJt· UoMMERCll:, 
HoNGKONG, 14th December , 1903. 

SIR -I hnw the honom to remind you that a long corre;:.pondence 

passed last yf'ar IH~tw~en Ht<' Government an,d th.i,.; C)1a~nLer ~vit: 
l'<'fPrf'nc·f' to the' ~ng!!P!"bon pnt Eorwa]'(l by my ( omtmttee Em t lw ptlot-
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of this port to register themselves with, aml prove their qualification~ 
before, a board having the requisite authority from the Government to 
act.. 

I t will be remembered that stress · was laid on the fact that the 
pilots of to-day ar<> of inferior calibre to their predecessors, and that 
there was a gt·owing tendency amongst them to disregard aml wilfully 
ignore ordinary precautions necessary, not only for the safety of the 
vessels in their charge whilst under way in narrow waters, but of others 
either at anchor or alongside the wharves. 

At the request of the Government a scheme for holding Government 
examinations and granting certificates, was drawn up by the Sub-Com­
mittee appointed (Messrs. E. A. HEWE1ur, A. HAUPT, and W. POA1'E) 
endorsed by the General Corumittee, and forwarded to the GoYernment, 
who replied at some length to the effect that it ·would place the Harbour 
Master in an entirely false position if he had to giYe certificates for 
qualifications which :mch officer cannot test. The Committee, in a 
fur ther report, repliE-d that at Home and A siatic ports this was satis­
factorily managed, and that, if necessary, the Licensing Board need not 
be entirely composecl of Government Officials but might be ,:upplemented 
by outsidE> experts. 

It was also ]_Join ted out that, whilst there wa~ a JemanJ for pilotage 
in the H arbour, the Committee were against the institution of contpnlsory 
pilotage, also that the grunting or refusing to grant a certificate as 
suggested by the Government could not be acted on by private indi·vidual~ 

without pecuniary responsibility, to which the Government wouh.l not 
be liable. Much to my Committee's regret, although the chiE-f Shippintr 
Firms and Agencies in tlw port were in favour of t he propos;d, the 
Government finally notified this Chamber ou the 30th of January la~t 
that His Excellency Sir HE TRY BLAKE wa,; unable to support the scheme. 

l am now instructed to bring to your notice, for the information of His 
Excellency the Officer Administering the Government, further facts which 
have come to light relating to the recent pro~ecution by the H arbour 
Master of the Java-China-Japan Line S . S. Tjipa~tas for negligent 
navigation in the Harbom on the 24th ultimo, which the Committee of 
this Chamber consider strengthens their contention that the pilot,; should 
be brought under the control of a p roperly constituted Licensing Body. 
I t appears from the~ information gathered by the Chamber that this 
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ship arrived off Lyeemun Pas,.. at 6 p.m. on the 2Gth ultimo and took 
on board a ('hine~E:' Pilot provided by thP (~ompany·s ;:tewdore, one of 
the lPading firm~ of this <'la,:>< in Hongkong. It i:- \YOrth:· of mention 
that there wer E:' i't>Yeral ,:a111pans about, who~e occupants wt're signalling 
with thP ~ red t whit<· pilot flag, ,;ignifying their "·illingnt:'tls to act as 
pilots. On leaming that the 'l./ipu11as was from Amoy, the Pilot 
affirmed, although the Nia.:;tt-'r strongly expre~sed his disbelief in the 
fact, that Amoy was an infected port and the ship must thE:'re£ore fly 
the yellow flag and anchor in ('hung Kwaug Bay fot· the night. 
Kno>ving the penalties for ignoring the Quarantine Regulations, tlw 
Master decided not to run anv ri~ks. On entering the Harbour the 
followino- mornin o· the Health CHlicer of the Port b;urdcd the steamer , 

l" .... 

demanded to know why tht> yE:'llow flag was flying, and on being told 
the reason, said the Pilot wa,: a fool and nitlPntly did not know his 
business. Ac. the result of this incorrect information supplied by the 
Pilot the ~hip lost 12 hour;,; before reaching her anchorage. In coming 
down the Southern Fairway to seck anchorage room, with the Master on 
the bridge and Chief Officer on forecastle deck, nothing was noticed 
indicating that a wreck was submerged. The two salvage junks may 
have had a red flag up, but in the calm prevailing this was not noticeable. 
Moreover , the two buoy:; were coloured a rusty red and were indistin­
guishable from the ordinary fairway buoy. It may here be remarked 
that the following day steps were taken to paint t ht> wrecking buoys 
green, with "Wreck" in unmistakeable white letters. 

Further, on account of the :;lack ,:tate or ti.H~ tide, stcatuen; were 
lying at th(•it· buoy.-< in all direction,;, it was nndoubtec:lly difficult to 
define the fairway;; 0 1· to finll a ,.;uitabl<• place to anchor. The Pilot 
eventually fixed on u space, but hi,; knowledge after>Yards proved to be 
at fault, a;.: the ;.:teamer had eventually to move her grouud to prevent 
fouling neighbouring n,:sel;;. On the 28th ultimo, before the Harbour 
.Master, the Captain wa,.; fined h 50 for negligent navigation in the H arbour 
and ordereu to make good any damage done by his vessel fouling the 
wreck bu oys over thP remains of the Pakshan. Had the buoy:; been 
properly markPd the ( 'aptnin and Chief OtEcer \YOuld undoubtedly haw 
h •pt clear of the wreck autl taken the ship out of the Pilot's hands in 
time to prevent the mi;;ha p, bnt the Pilot directed the ship between the 
buoy~, thus proving by his wm1t of local knowledge tl1at he wa:; incapable 
of acting a:; such and, in addition, a" ;.:hewn abovP, he was unable to find 
a ,;uitable anchorage. 

, 
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It will be apparE:'nt to Hi,; Excellency that Ma:;ters of steamer" 

coming into this increabingly ero,nled Harbour mu:::t rely to a g reat 
extent on t.he advict> of a loea 1 Pilot, otherwi~<e they would not employ 
these men. I t is therefore w ry ha rd on the Ma:;ter not to be allowed 
to bring the Pilot up before the Harbom 1\faster for punishment, or at 
any ra te to give e,·idence a,; to tht' facts in the ca,.;e of an accident, and 
it does not alter the fact that hen· in H ongkong, with an amount of 
shipping exceeded by only two po rt~ in tit(• wodd. WP haw uneertified 
Pilots placed in charge of shipping. 

As has bt!Pll pointf!d out iu the past, many Counnander." are obliged, 
on arrival at the entrance of the Harbour, to take the first man as Pilot 
who board~ hi;: ~hip, without baYing any meau,: of knowing wlwther he 
is capable of haudling the vt>~:;Pl properl.v or not. Certain Commanders. 
as the Commandt>r of the Tjipa11as, lt'arn too late o[ tlH• utter in­
competence of the men they han unplowJ. This is not lJO.:;sihle nt 
P enang or Singapore; why then at H ongkong? H ongkong has an 
unenviable r ecord af' the only Briti~h port eithe t· at Home or in thP 
Colonies where unlicensed Pilots are allowed to ply for hire. 

The Uhamber hopes that His Excellency the Officer Administeriug 
the Governmen t may see hi~ way to con,:ent to the licen~in g of all Pilots 
plying for hire ·within the limits of the ]JOrt. and tbn,.; rid it of :1 danger 
which menaces it,; :;hipping.-I hnH·. &c .. 

A. R LOvVE, S t>en ·tar y . 
Honou1·ahl<' A. :\1. Tllt~M;;ox . Al·ting l'olo11ial Se<'rdary . . 

CoL oKIAL SECRETAR1(s OFFICE, 
H oNGKOXG, 19th December, 1903. 

~IR,-1 am directed to acknowledge the receipt of your letter of 
the 14th instant, regarding: the que~tion of the licensing of Pilot:;, and to 
inform you that the matter i,- rec<.'iving the attention of the Govern­
ment.-! haw', &c., 

A. M. THOMSON, Acting Colonial ~ecretary . 
'The Secretal'y, CHA.MBEH OF COMMERCR, Hongkong. 
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Brokerages on Stocks and Shares. 

HoNGKONG li-ENE.HAL C HAMBER ol<' CO)lMEHCE, 
HoNGKONG, 21st April, 1903. 

Sm,-I am directeJ to inform you tha t, at the monthly meeting of 
the General Committee of this Chamber, held on 'Vednesday last a letter 
\\'US reau calling the Chamber',: attention to the system followed by the 
~harebroker,; of thi:; Colony of charging brokerage to both buyer and 
seller, mging that i'uch system precluded the broker from acting im­
partially for both parties, and ~ugge:o:ting that the ln·okeragP shou Id in 
future be limited to the seller. 

The question was thoroughly di:;cussed and the Committee being 
strougly o£ opinion that hrokerage should be hom e by the ;:eller only. 
unnnimously passed the following n~~olution :-"That this Chamber de­
precate5 the custom of stock and shal'('-brokers taking commission from 
both the buyer an<.! the seller o£ ~;hares am! that the Stockbrokers' Asso­
ciation of H ongkong be asked to arrnnp:f' £01' brokeragt=> to he charged 
to the "ell er only." 

I am to ad<.! that t lte Committee P-XlJressed no Jesire to im·olve the 
sharebrokers in any loss on income as a resu lt of the ~ugge,;t,ed change. 
which could be easily rectified by an alteration in the present scale of 
brokerage authoriser! by your AF;sociation , and they trust that your 
members will agree to cany into effect the aboYe proposal.- I haYe, etc., 

A. R. L OWE, Secretary. 
Honorary ~~>erPtary. ~'l'OVI<IHWKEHR' AssOCIA1~TON OF HoNGKONG. 

STOCKRROKERS' A~SOC!A'rlO.N OF H ONGKONG, 
H oNGKOKG, 22nd April, 1903. 

D RAR Sm,-ln reply to your connnunication of ye~terday's date, I 
hPg to inform you that a meeting of the Standing Com mittee of this 
Association will he ealled at an early rlate to consider your proposition 
l'f' brokerage~. 

In the meantime, to facilitate the matter, I shall feel obliged if you 
will favour me with any further reasons of your Chamber for desiring 
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this change a nd the advant..1.ges it con"iders are to be derived therefrom, 
in order that I ma,Y lay them beforP my Committee for rliscussion.­
Yours faithfully, 

E. S. JOSEPH, Acting Honorary Secretary. 
The Secretary, HoNGKONG GENERAL CHAMBER OF Co111MERCE. 

HoNGKoNG GENERAL CHAMBER oF (;oMMERCE, 
HONGKONG, 29th April, 1903. 

Sm,-I am in receipt of your lettE>r of th e 22nd instant, informing 
this Chamber that a meeting of the Standing Committee of your Asso­
ciation will be called at an early date to consider the resolution on the 
"ubject of brokerage on :;hare transactions forwarded in my communic­
ation of the 21st instant, and asking for any further reasons the Chamber 
may care to put forward in support of their contention. 

ln reply I am directed to inform you that my Committee consider 
that progres~ in this matter will be furthered if your Committee will 
fi rst state the rea:::ons for and against t he proposition alt·eacly before you. 
-I have. etc .. 

A . R. LOW E, Secretary. 
H onorary St=>cretary. STOCKBROKER:; ' AssoCIATTON OF HoNnKONG. 

STOCKBROKERs' As:socrATIOK oF H oNGKONG, 
HoNGKONG, 6th May, 1903. 

SIR,-Yours of the 29th April t.o hand. I nov; beg to inform you 
that the resolution of your Chamber on the subject of brokerage was laid 
before the Standing Com mittee. and wa:o: thoroughly discussed in all its 
aspects. 

The result of t he discussion was that t he Committee were unanimous 
in arri ,·ing at the conclusion that the change you propose would be 
detrimental to all parties eoneerned, the argument brought forward 
against the proposition being that the danger of partiality, on which 
you base your contention, would only be accentuated by the chanae, 
inasmuch as on t he lines you :;uggest a broker might consider his d:ty 
was due more to the party from whom he recei \'Od hi.~ commis~ion, 

namely, the seller, than to the party, the buyer, from whom he receiYed 
no h1·okeragf', when~ai' at prr~cnt it is thP imperatiw• rluty of a broker 
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receiving his commission from both sides to .-<ee, to the best of his ability, 
that both bnyPr :11J (J ,.:eJJt>t' are tre:tted With the gre::t.tf':.3t. impartiaJit .. V ann 
in accordance with th(' rnliog rates on the market. 

There are other rea-,on.-; 1tgaiust. the change, but a~ you requested 
my Committee to confine tham<elves to thr rt'a~on givt>n in your letter. 
they were not lwought forward.-! am, etc .. 

K S. ,TOSEPH, Aeting Honorary Se<,ret,ary. 
The Senetary. l:lo:\\>KONG G:n:NERAL CILUfBER OF CoM~fERCR. 

E 
Sir E. Satow's Inter view with the Committee 

of the Chamber. 

H oNt;K ONG GENF.RAL 0 HA1\fBER oF Col\mERCF:, 

HoNG KONG, 17th July, 1903. 

SIR,-! have the honour to inquire whethrr it will h11 agreeable to 
Your E xcellency to grant an intet·Yiew to the Committee of this Chamber 
whilst passing through thi~ Colony on your wa.y back to Peki ng. 

I nl896, your preJece:-::~or, Hi:< Excellency Sir ULAUDE MACDONALD, 

K.C.B., in an;;wpr to a similar request, signified his readine~:o: to receive 
the Committef' in the Olnmlwr Room, City Hall, and I nm to ,.:uggcst 
that in case yon are "·illing to meet the Committee it might suit your 
convenirnce to usf' tlw "ame room. Af<tlwtimf'at Your Excellency's 
disposal in Hongkong ,,·ill nPces;:al'il,r lw ;o;hort, thr Committ~>e haw 
arranged with tllf' A~ent of the P. & 0. ~. J. Co. at Singapore to wire' 
them nny part.if'ttlar;: a~ to' ti nw and 1 •laee of mPding which it may suit 
von to makt->. 

Amongst the matters to wltich it i:: dl:'"ir t>d to drnw Yom Excellency's 
attention arr tlw following, ,·iz. :-

1. Ah~coudiug Chines~> Debtor;:. 

~t. Thr J'('ll10Yal or the barrier~ in Canton Hiw~r . 

;I, Uniform National Coinage for China. 

1. The J)l'PYal Pn(·t• of piracy in the Canton anti We::t Rivers. 

J .• .. 
E 

r lul\·e :'l'llt to .'"<Ill Ullt!Pr -<eparat(' COYPr a COJl.'' of tht• Ht·port of the 
Chamhr r for tht• yt->:n· 1 ~102 for yonr information in the hop<· that it may 
prove u~eful for n•ff'l'<'lteP.--T h:J,Yr, &('., 

J~DBEHT A. HE WETT, Chairman. 

H. E. :-lir Ea~EST SATn\\·, <: . C.M.G., H. B. :M.'!'; Em·oy Extraordinary 
and Mini~trr PIPnipotPntiary in t 'hina . 

Hongkong (if'JH'ral ( 'hamlwr of ( 'ontmt'l'<'l'. 

Yon r E.~<·PIIPtl<'.Y. 
Hongkong, 6th :\ugu;;t, HlO?J. 

n eEone prureed ing \Yith tlw ,.:ubject~ Wf' wi~h to discuss, I lllll~t 

t·xpres:-: on hPhalf of the ( 'umrnittee of th<' Hongkong UPJH'ral ( 'hambrr 
of ( 'ommt•rce our thank;: tu Your Exrrllene.'· for so kindly consenting to 
meet 11" h<·rc to-dny. 'i\' <' \\'Cl'<' t•m:ou rag eLl i 11 putting fonYfm l our 
request for thi~ n1C'eting haYing r<•Cf'iwd "nch amplE> PYiJ<•nct· of tlw iu­
terf'st you haw takrn in matters relating to the furthering oE Briti~h 
Trade in tht> F ar East, more par ticularly dnring tlw ver:· trying month:: 
which immediatt>ly follo~·ed tlw taking up of yom appointnwnt as Hi.~ 
:\iajesty',.: reptwl:'ntntiw at Peking. 

I n this connection I trn.• t that I may he nllowcd on brhalf of the 
Committee to expr<'~S the Y<'ry high apprl:'cintion \l't' feel of the manner 
in which Your E xeellf'ncy has consitlercd tho"<' qnt>stiom; whieh we han' 
plncPd bcforr you, <l ntl \l'e would f.nrther Vf'ntut·e to offer out· ,.:incere 
congratulation~ on th<• t'Pcognit ion of your Yahwtl ~rn·ices to 0ur Coun­
t rY . . which H i:-: ·Majesty ha,.: b<'Pn plra~rtl to confer npon Yom Excf'llt>nc:· 

I t is perhaps a~ 'rcll it ,;houltl he t't' be relllarkt•tl that all thoH• now 

prf'scnt art> British ,;ubjPctF. Onr tll'o German eolleagut•s though im·iteJ 
to attend tl1is meeting decided it would pPrhap~ pnahle us to Ji-<cuss 
matters nwrP- freely wt•re alif'ns not present anLl that while WP tlwrefore 
rt>gret their ahsf'net• W<' appreciate the• freling whieh prompted them to 
wain• their right :t"' mrmhe1·:o: of our ( 'ommi ttee to be pre,.:f'nt at thi;: 
mcrting and thn:> luwing an opportunity of joining with 11~ in t•aying 
theit· r<•spert,: to Your Exc<•llf'JW~·· 

l will now procet•d to deal \~i tlt those qut•stion"" whieh a f!fJCar to 

require more immediate consideration. 
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(J/Jsfnwtioll.~ i11 t!t1' ('ou/IJ/1 ltin-r. 

A,: Yom E xn'llf'IH'Y i,.. no doubt, awn r<' thi" is a grirYan c:<·· of loug 
4anding and that for y~a r" .the Hongkong ( 'hamher of l'onm1erce has 
hrrn agitating for the n ' lliOY:l I of tlw baniers plnerd in the Tiiwr twenty 
Years ago. I would beg to rPmind you that the f]UC:-tion was .~pecially 
. hrou o-bt to Your ExccllE:>nc)·'snotieP in a lPUer f rom om late Chairman , 

~ . 
Sir T. ,JACKf:OK, datetl ] Hth April, 190:2. The rnat.te1· was recogmsf>d by 
thr Special Commissionf'r as of ~u fficicn t in1portance to he includccl in 
tlw Commercial Treaty dmwn up at Shanghai la!'t )·ear, aml Clausr Y 
of that Tr<•aty proYides for the rc>moYal of thc> harrier~; within t.wo y<'ars 
of the !'igning of tlw Treaty. 

Fron1 information rec·ei\ <:'d \\'(• are giYPII to HnJer,.tand t hat tlw 
remoyaJ of thcsP harriers could lw n·adily arranged for without cost to 
the C'hinese Gonrnment, hut that certain Official:< o£ the I. l\1. Customs 
wish to han• the " ·ork placed in t he hands of that Department and 
further th<'y propose a tax should he leYied on foreign shipping to pay 
for thc> r<'mOYal of thE' harriE'ri'. 

\ Ye do not con,.ider that the interpretation which thr I. .M.. Customs 
thus place upon Articlc> V of the Rhanghai Treaty, i:< correct. 

The secOJHl paragraph of Article V prnvides for a tax to lw lf'vied 
on merchandize to pay for con~crYi ng tlw harhonr ot Canton, but we do 
not take this to mean that the tax is to h<:' paid for the rrmoval of the 

harrier~. 

\\' e \Yonl<.l, therefore, ask Your Excellency to giYe this matter your 
consi<leration aml l'hould i t be found impossible to induce the Viceroy 
at Canton to remoYe the barrier:<, \YO wonld then venture to suggest that. 
the question be brought !'jlE'Cially to the notice of the Wai Wn Pn to 
ensure a prompt earryi'ng ont of thi:< undrrtaking on tlw part of the 
l' hinese ({oyernnwnt. 

·w ithin the last few day~, howrYer, the 11uestion ha.~ assumed a ~ome­
what <lifferent. aspect. vVc> nnder!'tand that the N ew Vicl'roy at Canton 
has now stc'l.ted he is willing to enlarge the existing openings in the 
barriers, an<l while the Committee are satisfied for the moment to let the 
matter rest on this basis provided his promise holds good, they trust 
that Your Excellency will continue to urge the total r emoval of the 
bnrriers upon th e Imperial Government, 

E 

!.' e,ttist rution ,~{ .Yati ce- (}u;ned J 1111ks tuu[e,• Foreiyn Flays. 

Anothf' r que"tion wlii clt ha ~ oeCu['i <:'d t ~~~·attention of th<' ( 'ommittre 
or thi~ < 'hamber is the a!':<i~tance grantee! by eertnin Foreign Consul:< in 
( 'an ton to natin~ craft to e\·ad<• the payment of Tai Pao t'hing F ei 
levietl hy the Yiceroy of the Two K \\'ang by gra11ting them permission 
lllHl<'r l'on:<nlar ~e<t l to fly thei r respectiYe national flags . 

The matter ha::; hePn laid before Hi:; Excell<:'nc.'· the Uon:-rnor who 
fully sm;tain,; the ohjE:>ction~ rai:o'cd hy thi:; ( 'hamlwr, and Hi~ Excellency 
is now considering what step~ can best be taken to Ji~courage this abuse 
of foreign flag:< so far a:; lies in his power. ami to this eml we understauJ 
it i~ contemplat<'Ll to refu~(' JicPn~e~ to tradP in the waters o£ the Colony 
to the junl'" in 1p1e:<!ion. 

It "·oultl appear that f urther than this the H ongkong Govermuent 
cannot go. 

\\'!tile we much appreciate tlt <' steps taken by the GoY<:'l'lllllent to 
put a ::;top to the abu~e complained of, \Ye feel tlmt even though the local 
Authorities may hP ahle to :~ceura tdy trace those junks whieh Jo use 
forei<m tlao·, whil E:' in ( 'him•:<(' \\·ater~. ~till the reEmml of a Hongkoug 

n b -

li rt•n:,(:' will not. Wl' fear. pron• a "uffieient d<•t<·rrent. 

That tlw lll!Illlll'l' uf ti t ()~(' jnuk~ i~ Oil tlw iuerease l:' proYed uy 
t'P[eren< 'l' to "'\1r. ('on:<ul t(Pnt>ntl f:.;cn'L'T':-; n•porL 011 tit~· Tnulc o[ l'antuu 
for Ul02 in which h<· ~ay:- tlwn• i~ au incren::ing llllllllwr of junh tlyiug­
t!Ie Frell('h, c;Pr!llall and Alll<'l'ienn flaw. 

\\'e \toul<l sugge:;t tha t a:< this questiu11 so dirPctly affects the trade 
of thi~ ColonY aiHl nJoJ'l> partieular.ly tbt> British shipping cng:1ged in 
the rin•r traffic hl't\I'Pen Hongkong- and l 'anl ou thP matter be dealt wit!J 
di plomaticall,r a;< the u:;e ot foreign flag,; for ,.:uch a pnrpo:;e cannot l1<' 

ju~tifi<'rl mHl<:'r Trc·aty, and i~ nPidH•r to nu1· i n tere~ts nor to that of the 
( 'hine~e CloYl'l'!Imc•nt. 

Jlimc,'} 1111 thv West Hirer. 

The pira tical attack~ •111 tradiug ' t·s~d ~ on the \\' e~t Hi Ye!' of which 
complaint has in the pa~L fretJ.Uentl) been made, coutiuue unabated and 
it is very evident that no re:ll improvement can Le looked for until the 
( 'hinesc Go,·ernmen t tak<' far more• OlllTgetic: ami effectual nu~a;: ure:< to 
put dowu pir:w,,· than ha\· ~' up to tlw pt't'~<'llt 1Je<·n ;l ttPmpted. 
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'rhe damaging effect to foreign trade g<'nt>ral ly and particulady to 
that of' Hongkong eau~t>d hy tiJ<' insecnrit_,. of li ft> and prope1·ty on thi ~ 

important waterwa) i,; :-:o \\'ell nntler:-:tood a:' to lH'e1l uo further <':-.• :u~e 

Fm· om· again bringing the m a tt.rr to Your Excc, llcncy ·,. notice. 

·we \\'O UlJ therpfon• 110\1' ueg tu ,..ngg<·~t tlmt the [mperial Go\'efll­
lllent ur urged to gin· thi,: matter earl;· attention. and that while the· 
number of putrol launche,; nnde•· foreign comnHuHl he increasell :-iuffi­
<'it'ntl.v to en,:ure a prOpt'r polici ng of t]w trad<' rOUtE:', :::tcp:< a],.:o ue taken 
to break up the pira tical 'illage,.:. tht> po:"itiou of which we Jun-e reason 
to belie,·r are p.'rfN·tl.v well known to the local Chinese Authoritie.:: . 

111 land ~\"w:iyutiv11 Uule.<. 

The rule>,; for the IWYigation of ( 'hin r,.:e inlan1l \\ater::: [,y foreign 
Yesscb ;1,; drawn up in ll)9o '\vere iu praetict' found to be clefectiYe in 
~ever a l e:;,.;ential;;, and 'n' therefore welcome t!H' changes m a< le in tlw 
Commrrciul Treat_,. of fihanghai of l!JO~ as ~l't forth iu Annex 0 of that 
Trenh·. 

While the exi,-ting rule;:; a l'(·' up to the pre,;ent fotmd to work fair!.'· 
:<ati,;factoril_,., we \\'Ould beg to direct Your Excellene_v·,. attention to tlw 
l'!au,.:c which Jn·m·ent~ l'(!s:-:el,.: working nndc•r tbe~t· r<•gulation:' fr0111 
l••a,·ing Chin t•.se Tt•rritorinl "·ater,.;. 

Hule 1 of 8 eptemucr. HW~. read,.: a ,; Eolluw~: -

'·The inland w:HPr~ oft 'hina an·lwrcby OIWIH:·d to all "ud.1 ;::teamer:;, 
" nati,·e ot· foreig n, a ,.: are SjWCially regi,;te•·Nl for that tn11lP aj· the 
'· Treaty P ort,.; , The·.'· may proet'<'d to and ho at will und er the [ollo\\·­
,, ing rrgulation~ ln1t they n1n,;t C"onfin•' their trad(• to the inl and wab•r,.;, 
"awl nlll:;t not proePt•J to pbe<·,.: out of Ch inl·,.: ~· territory. Thc l'Xpress­
,, ion ·' Jnlan( l Wat<•r,.: " i,.: u~ed with ::;im ilar mem1i ng to that gi n•n fur 
"pbce,.: in the iutt>riur (11~i-ti) in the -!th Arti(•l<· of th<' ( !ht'foo Conwntiou.' ' 

.\.,; au example, "' ~-' t·ousiJer tha t there i, no Yalid r ea;;on why ,;ue!t 
,·e~,.:cls "houlJ not he allowed to run from Uanton to H ougkong or other 
(ltd;.~ide ports shonld thP owner::: find it de,-irable to do ::;o, and wE> wonlJ 
tlwrf'fore H'ntme to ;;ubmit that wl1t>n opport unity offt'r.~ for a t't'' •~wn 

of the'<' rnle:- the a bon• elmngr :'hould lw 1\\a(ll'. 

'vV e would Leg to remiuJ 'tour .l<,;xcclleue.\ that a precedent for 
t:his already exi:::t-; in the ;:o-callcJ ( 'hinkiang Regulations (R eYise<l Regul­
ation:-: of Tmdc in tlH' Yangl.:z( '. datr·d P <·ki n, 1862 .. \rt. ITJ) h~· which 
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:::ea-gomg Yesseb are pt•nuitkll to proceell to Hanko"· on a ;;pccial 
eertificat<' i:-:;:urtl on thP ~hip\ paper~ br·i ng depo~i ted witl1 the Briti;;;h 
( 'on,.ul at Chinkiang, and tha t thi:-: rule was l'l'C<'ntly further extended so 
as to a I low of the C<•rtific:tte hc>ing. if l'l'f]Hired, i,.,.;ued at \Yoo~nng 
(Shanghai). 

Art. IV of t'hi nkiang lte,!.(ulation,; pro,·i<lc" for a ..;imilar .~y.,:tem to 
Ill' adopted in the ca:-:e of RiYer ,.:teanwr,.: plying exehl:-'iYely in thr 
Yangt;o:ze. 

[t appear:; to 11~ tlwrefon• that a like :<)Aeln might lw aJoptt'd when 
n'quire<l by the ow1w r,.: in regard to \'('.""<'1." tnvling in oth<·r part;; of 
( 'hina, and that a :< far a:-: th <• \\' e~t Hi n•r an1l adjac-ent watPrs aro 
concerned these Ye~:.:eb 111ight liP permitted to proet•etl to Hongkong, 
the exchange o£ paper:.: being effecte(l at th(• Briti,.:h l'ou.~u la tc i11 
Canton . 

.~ l!,;;conrlin.'J ( '!tint' .se I Jei~tol's. 

The Bext <ptestion to \rhieh m· "·otdd lwg to din•l't Your Excel­
l ency'~ attf'ntiou i,.: ouf' of n•r." eon ~idcrahl<• importanl'i· to those in thf' 
Colony who ha n• hu,-ine,.::< deal ing,; with ~ 'hitH'~< · po,:,.:p~,.:ing plac<'S of 

lms i ne~~ or propert.y in ( 'an ton and \:'l,;<•wht•re on tlw 111ainbml IH'.)'Olld 
the jurisdiction of t.hi,.: Colony. 

'l'lu· quc:-:tion hing<'" upon th<· rPading of Arti t·k X.XIJT o[ the 
Tient~in Treat.'· of l 85l:5 with rPf<· rc' IH'<' to a h,:l'OJHling ~ 'hin l'~<· dPbtor:-: . 
Fo•· oucf' W<' r egre t \H' do not find our,.:<·h·e,; in aceonl with tlw .Uritisl1 
( 'on:;ul Ge1wral, a r:; to tltr· rPadiug of thi ~ artic·le and a ,.: the matt<·r i,.: one 
of ,:ne!J great illlJIOrtance Wl' <'Oil:'id<•r it aS \\·ell to lay thl' ('ase ueforp 
Yom l~xeell<•ney and a:;k : ·ou r deci.~ion in t lu· 111attrr. 

The fad,.: uf the ea.:e ;Jl'(' rully ,.:ta tt'd Oll page 25 of the Annual 
l{eport of thi,: ( 'ha1nhcr tor l!JO:L and on page:; I to 15 of the App<.'ndix . 

Bridl.y the ea ~<· i;.: a:; follow:-: :-

A partuer in tht• Chine;;e firm of \\" o ~lmllg callle from Canton 
aud during the au tumn of 1900 purelw sed goo(l:; to the Yalue of upwnrJ~ 
o[ $:1.000 from the Hongkong flrm of Fuk Tai. 

The debt wa,: admitted bul when pa:·utt•nL wa:; l1res.-;eJ the W o 
Shang firm elo:;etl their place of busine,::-; in H ungkong and their 
repre:-:entati \ ' l' left the Colony. 
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Tlw ea~<' eamc hefon • the Supr<•nH' ( 'ou rt 0 11 :3nl b\•Lru;try, UlOi. 
and wa:- heard hy Mr .. Jn~tict · 'rr>'E. Acting ( ~hi l'f .fnstit·f'. No appear­
an('e W:l~ lll<td(•" Oil behalf of thr dt"f(•Hdanb. _\ft('l' jll'oYing t!JP O<' l>t 
judgnH•nt "·a~ gin•n in faYOtll' of the plaintiff~. 

The plaintiff~· So liei tor~ tlwn applit•d to H. B . .Jl."~ ( 'on ·'l:l GcHer;d 
at Canton n~king hi~ a:-:~i:<hlm•p for 1'('('0\('I'Y or the :llllllllllt dl!t' (:'OJnt' 

$ti.li00) . 

Tu reply to thi,.; rt>qu<•:-t. \\TiLing under date l';mlun. itiJ April, UJ02. 
the Uou~ul (J-(•twral ,;tatt:'d ltt' \Ya~ unabl<- tu take action in thP tnatlt:'r a-< 
thi ~ WU~ HUt :l ea~<' of :l h,:(:()Jlrlill;,!; ... tilt' J'C:O:idl-'tlt't' or tll<' dpfpnd:l!1t,.; 
bring knO\\ n at t!H· tinw and a \Hit ,.;t·nTtl 11pnn tl tell t at·eot·tlingl y. ·· 

Tlw l'OIIi'nl General !Ita\' be t•otTe<·t in hi,; rt'ading <>l thP Tieut"i" 
TreatY but \\'(' t':ll\ltot !Jut r~el that i[ hi-< dPci,.;iun in tlti,.; matt<·r he 
accept<'d wi thout chall(')lW', a mo-<t ~c·riou,.; blow will lJC dealt at tlJ<• 
"ecltrity whieh we lwlit•n• wt· J\0\\. Pn joy nmler Tt·eaty again~t such a 
c<Jse o£. hand on the part of di~honp,.;t ( 'ltim-.~c trac!Pr~ . 

fn ordt·r to tnakt· our I'OtltPntion elt:'at· it i:; p<'rliap,: ;uh· i.~ahl<· tlt :1t 
should ht'r<· gin· th<' Arti!'IP from tht' Ti<·nL•in Trt':tt.'· in fu ll. 

1t i ~ n~ follow~:-

'·:-\ltould native~ uf l'hina \\·lto ma.'· n·pair to Hongkong to tradt• 
·· iucur dehb then •, tlt<' rPCOYPr;· ttf ~ueh dt'bt~ lllu~t l1<' ar ranged for hy 
·· tlw Engli~lt ( 'ourt of .Jn~t ie<' on tlu• :<pot: hut ;:houlcl tiJ<' ( 'him•,;(' 
' ·debtor abscoml, and bP known ro ha ,-e pt·opPrty real or per:::onal witltin 
·· the Uhiue;:e territorY. it :-hall h<' tltP duty of th(• ( ~hine~e Authoriti<•, 
·'on application hv, a;td iu cotJct•rt with, tht• Briri,;h ( 'on~ul. to do tht'ir 
··utmo:;t to S<'l' ju,;ticr don(• l~t•hrPen the partic,-. ,. 

\\-e ean onh· J·ud u·t• the L'un:::nl (l('llt•ral\ Ojl iniun In· the "tatemeut 
..~ n . . 

"" it nppear,.: in tlw lt>ttt'r :!boYe quotPcl. 

'v\'<· gatlter that thP CoJJ:;ul ()t'llPral con;:idt•r:; that if th<· Jeutor 
lt>aw,.; the l..'oiouy before judgment i::: giwn a11<l hi;: :1lldr<'"" in ( 'hina i~ 
known ;:o that- a writ can he :<Pned np011 him l1e clof':< not ·' ah.-cotHI .. 
within the me::111illg of tlw Trt'al:·· 

\Vith all due Je£erence to l\Ir. Scvrc'::; opinion , ·,re eannot but feel 
T!mt ;:Jwultl a Chinaman wi;:h ro <'Y:l<le hi~ J.nyful ohligatiun" lw "'ill not. 
in all prohahilir:·. r< 'lll:tin in tlw ( 'olo11y until :1 judgntt•nl i.' ol1taiw·d 
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again!'t him, hut that ltt• ,,·ill n•tit·<· to hi,; uati\'t• plac<• at an 1•adin ;:tagc· 
of tlw pmCc>Pding:<. Tl111,.; if ) l r. :-\cu·tT\: n ·ading of Artic!P XXIIJ i,: 
cOJT('CI it practica lly nm•mnt~ to thi~ that the Arrick in quo~tion i~ a 
t!Pacl lrtter. 

Thr fad that- a,: "tat<'d in tlH· C'on:;nl Uctwral':; IPtt<'r thr "address 
of the <lt:'htor wa:-: known anti con;.equrntly it \Hl.S po~:<iblo to sern• a 
wr it- on him" do<'~ not, in our opinion, app<•ar r.o lltO<lify th<' reading of 
the Trraty, £or i t i~ distinctly stated that tlw l'hinpse Anthorities on 
application from the Briti:=:h Con~ul :'hall .~eP that jn~tic0 is done if it is 
known that the dPhtor ha,: propc·rt.Y in ( 'h ino;:p t0rritory. Tlw kno\Ylrdgo 
on tht• part of thr Authoritie~ that a ( 'hina111an has property in thr 
-!Dmpire mu:'t, \\'l' l)elieYe, b<·' couplt>Ll with a kno\\'Jc.!lge as to hi:; where­
abouts ot· at least it wmtld ap]H'ar that rhi;; wa~ what th<' franwr~ of the 
Treat~· had in tlwir mind,- at thP timr tlw Articl<' wa~ c1mwn up. 

;\~ational ( 'vinttf/1' fm· (;ftinrt . 

A;:. Yom E xcrll rncy i;; awnre con:;ideml,l(• n.ttention has recently 
been directed by the Yarious ( :Iwm lK•r.~ of Comntercc in the Far Ea~t to 
the vexed question of exchange aggraYated hy the many diff<•rent mone­
taJ'Y weights and values in llf'<' throughout tlw Yarion:' parr;. of China. 

It appear;: to ns clear that th e 6r;;t ~tep towards any fiscal reform 
in the Empire must be the e:;tabli:;lnnent o£ a national coinage to be 
made legal tender tltronghout the Conntry. 

\\T(' han• recently rrcein,cl <'OllllllUilications both from the flhanghni 
and Tientsin Chn.mb<>r;: of C'omnH·n·e n,:king om co-opNation in mging 
this Yiew npon the ni ploma tit• Hody ar P Pking. 

We arr entirely in accord with tlw ~orthern C'hamhrr:" in thi,: 
mattN and hn.YP intimated our willingne;:,: ro join in tht> proposed 
::V[emoria l to thP rC'pre:<entatin·,: of tiH' For<'ign Treat.v Powf'r:< in Peking 
:-:nggc•sting tha t a,: a fir~t ~tP jl to att-aining any reform Hw varion:=: 
pt·oyincial mint,; "honltl hr elo:-eJ and a national coinage e,;tablished 
nnOl'l' the direct regis of the 1 mprrial Govt'rnment. a;; prov idNI for in 
Article li of the British Commercial TrPaty of Rhanghai . 

F or Your Excellency's in for mation \Vt' beg to hand you copy of thE:' 
draft of t he propof:ed ·Memoria l·a" recPiwd from Shanghai addressed to 
the Doyen of the Diplomatic Body at PE>l~:ing, and W<' would now a::k 
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Your E~ccllcney ro u,;e your infim•Hct• in c:onjnndion witl1 n mr collea­
gu<'~ 111 bringing about thi~ mo~t lH'l'f'."'~an~ rc•form in tlw eoinagP of 
('hin:t. 

J>a.'JIItl'lt t t:/ CttsiOIII.~ IJ11fiP8 i11 (;old. 
· 1\'P unckr~tand that a :mgge~tion has been pnt for>mrd by tlw 

Cbinc~e GO\wnment that all Cu~tolll" dn tie~ ~honld be paid in gold. 

IY e n re• not a~ Yf't a warP ot the Yiew take•n of this re<iuc•st by the' 
variou,; Tn>at.y Po"· ~r~, hnt we· "·ould hPg to ~ubmit that ~nch a_ 1lemand 
is altogeth<··r unrt>a~onahlP. 

\Vhilc• we admit that O\Ying to t!JP dt>prrciation in ><ilYer the amonnt 
of thr war indrmnit.Y to be paid by ( 'lrina ha~ l,een largely incrPaf'cd, W f• 

would ~nhmit to Yonr Exe1•llPncy that thi:< doe\~ not in itself constitute 
a. ,;uftit i!·nt n•ason for an aeldi tional h11nlPn bring placed npm1 foreign 

tratlc•. 

Without Pntcring into tl.H• qn e~tion a~ to the wi ~dom of the policy 
adopteLl by the Trraty P ower;; in <'nforeing the pay ment. of so large a 
war indemnity upon China, we \Yonld beg to poin t out in our opinion 
thi,.; ~hould not in th<• end rr~nlt in furth<>r taxation hPing placPCl npon 
our comnwrcial relation;; with Chin a, aiHl we trn~t that thi :; view will 
recriYr the ~trong ~npport of H·i~ Majrsty';: Gowrnm ent. 

Hhonld this n dna hlf' conc<' i'~ion lw grn ntetl without ad<'<inatr IJuitl 
pro '}tW t.hP dfect could not but be a :"Priou~ i'et back to our trade with 
tlw Empin~ while it will be ~acrificing one of onr :::trong<·st argnml'nts 
when urging fi~cal n•form upon China. 

T/11' CmmneJ·cial 'f'reaf.'J (!f S ha11y !tai <!( 7902. 
The Treat.y drawn up by Sir ,JAm;,; MACKAY \Yhilr containing a 

ccrtain amonut of controycrsial matte1·, takPn a~ a ~wholP ennnot, in our 
opinion, but, he prodndive of mn<-h good , oneP it eome~ into force, to 
l'hina and the Trea ty PO\Yer:< in thP eonlllH'tTial rf\lation,; wi th hE'r. 

As, how<·n~r, there appear" to l)(' no immediate• prospects of this 
Llesirahk rei'ult being attained, \YC will not now undnly take np Your 
Exccllency's timr with what wmihl he aftE'r a 11 nndE'r the' circnm~tanc<' 

nwn~ly an aearlemie di~cn~sion of thf' Treaty. 

'l'lwre an•, ho\n'Ycr, OlH' ot· two poinb to whid1 \\"1' wou ld direct 
Yom Exccllmcy·s attention , these· being e1 u<>~ tion~ on which we may 
before lon g haY<' to address you. 
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Artiele IIJ proYidt•s that the· dutir~ and hX·in eombinf'd on junk.; from 
Hougkong to the Tn•aty P orts in thf' Canfo'l l Ptori11ce ~honld not hr 
le~s than the dnti '~" elwrgr·d hy th<' Imperial Maritinw Cu~tom~ on 
~irnilar goods hy st<>aHwr. 

In view of the exten~ion w·hie·h w P tnti't will shortly take place in 
the use of ~teamer.~ for inland tmn;;it \YP would "nbmit that instead o£ 
" Cunton P rm·iw·e" the TrPah~ ... honld l'Pad "The P l'fn·inl'e of the T wo 
K twnp.·· 

It. i;; t·c·asona hl<• to ~uppo~e that ht>fore long a J'urtlwr numbm· of 
places of call for fon ·ign Y<'Sf'eb \r ill lw granh•d in t lw~P province::- and 
indeed \ Hl already han • "'Tucho \\· in Kwangsi opE'twd to foreign tJ·aelr. 

Y\'P are conf'trainP<l to lJelieYc that tlw t<·rm "Canton Prori11ce " 
( \Yhich \ \'f' take a.; meani ng K\Yangtung) i"' a clerica l error and that th(· 
t.wo ]H·ovince~ \H ' l"l' in tPnded to lw rPff'n ed to . 

" "ith n •gard to .\ rtic:k V rrfnencP ha.; a l rea < h~ hecn madr to tlw 
11t·st parag raph lmd1•r the !trading of oh~trnet.ion:-: ' to naYigation m the 
Canton R iwr. 

\re would now beg to direct \'onr E xcellency· ... atte11tion to thl• 
provision for rai~ing funds to pay for tlw eo~t of imp~·oving the harbour 
0 E c~LD ton. 

Hefrn'nce to the• A rtidP i11 (jlW~tion I'LO\Y~ that thi.~ is to lw hv :1 tax 
on Britif:h an d ( 1hinese good~ landed an1l "hip]wd at that port. • 

\\"(' \Yonld hrg to point out tha t as the :;ngge~ted improYrment,:: 
will more or le;.:s <lirectly confl' r considera blr lwnefit,. on otlwr;; than 
those actually rngag:ed in the handling of good:;, the co"t of the impron •­
ment~ l'hould, in our opinion, ha,·e lwen more gE'nerally distrilmtPd, and 
we \\"otlld ;;ugg<>~t that in thi~ rr ;:pect it ,,·ould lul\·e hPen more• eqnitaL!e 
had it hef'n arrangP(l to follow the prPC.Pdt>nt :-:et in Anllf'x 1 i of tlH· P<•neP 
Protocol of 1901 when ~liT<111g i ng for fund:; for the l'on.;Pl'Ynm·y oF tiH· 
ltiYcr H nang:pn. i.e., that thP. Ci1ine,:p l+on•rnH•nt, thP ri pari;;n land 
owner:-; and other.~ in t<>re:'ted ,,]tould all IH•ar tilf'ir :-:han• of thP eo.~t of 
imprOYOlllE'll t~. 

Article VHT deals verv ful l_,~ with the r:~ue~ tion of intcmal taxation 
of all forms on foreign trade, while \\"C an• in accord with the general 
terms of. thi ;: most important Articl<' we fePl that a YCl'!' important change 
might with g reat adnntage be made, 
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\\' e refrr to tlw <]m':<tion o£ the maintenance of lekin barrier:; on 
the ,;;ea coa~t antl on the hordrr=- of tltl' Ynrion~ proYinres for the 
collection of taxc,: on ;;al t and natin• opium. 

The exi=-tence of any lekio barriPr:-< appear to u:s a grase menace to 
trade gE"nerally. \Vhat!'Yer the ;;olrmn undertakings of the Chinese 
GoYernment may he nn<l howeycr sincere they may he in wi~hing to 
earn· out their Treaty obligations, pa~t experienc!' ha,; only impressed . 
upo~ 11s too painful!): that those undertaking:> are '"orth w ry littlP. So 
long a,; harriers ('xist so long ''"ill the underlings in the lekin stations 
attPmpt to extort all possible from the trade pa~sing tlteir doors, and we 
feel that no amonnt of Yigilance on the part of the Imperial Government 
or Cnstom Official:; can pos~ibly cope with th is eYil. Further who shall 
say that a lJOat loa1le'l '"itb, for rxample, foreign good~ amply provided 
with transit. passes, cannot be stopped in order to enable the local officials 
to saii:<fy thcm.~eh·cs that that particular boat is not smuggling salt or na­
t iYe opi1;111. \Ve wonld rem in <I Y 011 r Excellency thnt n good cnse in point 
i:> on record when Sir CLAl'DR MACDONALD paid a visit to Kwangtnng. 
He happened to pas,; a barrier where it was reported to him that a boat 
loaded with goods under transit pass wa:-: remowd from the head of the 
line of Yes;;p}s to the tail eJHl (meaning a delay of at least two days) 
because the ma,.:trr refu~ed to pay a squreze to the official in charge of 

the barrier. 

Considering that the barriers are, under the Shanghai Treaty, only 
to he maintained for the taxation of ;;alt and native opium, we believe 
that the bc"t means of dealing 'rith the question ·would be to entirely 
aboli;;h nll harrier:-:. 

The placPs where ~alt is produeed, or native opium grown, arc 
perfectly well known , a?d we consi<ler that a more coned account of 
tlw rPvenn<' eoul(l lw kept were these taxes levied at the p lace of pro­
duction. :::lection 10 of Article VIII proyiues that this work be super­
Yised b_v officials of the Imperial Maritime Customs, and if this is 1'0, 

there ;;hould be no great difficulty in arriving at some scheme whereby 
each province should obtain its share of the taxes on the salt and native 
opinm actually consumed within that province as is already done in the 
ea.;e of fu-eign opium. 

Unkss some such scheme is adopted we feel that endless disputes 
will arise and that the abolition of the barriers as suggested in the Shanghai 
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Treaty ~o far a~ ordinary tracle is concerned. 11·ill in adnal pratice afford 
little if any relief to the pt'f'sPnt system. \\'<' !two con:>idPrecl i t adYii'­
ahle to l'E•frt· to this matter at :-onw length n,.: wt• fc!:'l certain that .-d10u ld 
the Shanghai Treaty <:OilH' into foret' it will not be long before the dan­
ger which we now forr.-;hadow will lwcomr a burning quc;-:tion . 

Article X among otltN place:;. deals with tlH• open ing of Ko11gmoon 
a:; :t Treaty P ort. 

We lliHlPrstnJHl there i." reasonable ground for lwli<•Yin u· that K ong-"' ' moon will ])(• ~o opened hdore Ycry long, but in YieiY of the 1·ital im-
por t..'ln<'<' of the <Jne:;tion W(' consid<:'r it css<•ntial to the proper lh'YClop­
men t of our tnule to t.ake thi,.: opportunitY for urging mo:<t strenuously 
upon Yonr Excell(•ucy thr necp,;,:ity of. the port lJring opened at tl;e 
e:ll'li est pos,.:ible dat<·, and trust tltat you will lJe a ble to giYe thi:- ma tter 
your S('l'iou,.: consideration. 

\\' !til l' on the subjed of rh<• oprning of new ports we would beg to 
l'<'tllind Your Exct•llen<'~- tlwt tlw opening of Naning in K11·angsi ha~ 
in t.lte pa,.:t a l:;o been <'Oll:"i <Jpn•d. A,- it i;; )IO>'~ibl<• for 1 i crbt dra 11 o·lt t <:J ,.., 

i'tPallH'r" to reach Nailing wr attadt cr reat illl]IOrtam·<• to th<' O]l('llino· o( 
~ ~ 

t], j., city to forc·ign trad<• th<' ntor·r :-'O a.-. the b'n·nch (ion·rnment pro-
po~e to rxtPnd th<' Lt Hlo-l.'ltin:t rai h,·ay to tlwt point and we then·forc 
con,.:id<'l' it adr i ... alilc in tlt<· interest=- of thi" ( 'olony that we :-ltould abo 
lw w tlw right to earr.1· on :t dil'(•c:t tra d<· with that .important eit~· · 

"'e tru:<t tla• :-ugge:<tion will reeeiY<' Your ExcellPnc1·',: fayom:tllle 
con,-idt>t'a tion and that you will \Yiwn :t f-itting opportunity ari=-e:-: mge 
this upon the Chinese GoYerntnrnt. 

p,·oposed lnueaSI' <l 'fit ,l'(l/ion on u,,il/111 at Canton . 

\\' <' would bE'g to remind Your Exe<'lleneY that on 13th }Lay of 
last ~·ea r tlti,; l.'hambl'r :Hlur<•,.;,;cd you with t·rgard to an attempt ,;1ade 
by the thcn Viceroy of C'nnton to ln y an additiona l tax on foreign 
opium which "·hile nominally a charge on th<• prl'pared drug was, in 
rffect, one Oil all foreign opium imported into K mlllgtung, and that as a 
l'l':-'ttlt or the repre"cntation,.; llladt• Oil thl' ~ubjcct hr 'lour Excellency 
the atteutph•d impo=-ition of tlti=- tax wa:; 1d timatch: abandoned })\· th~ 
l'anton Authoritie~ . • . 

Du ring the la:>t few dn: ~ . howeYrr, the ProYincinl Authorities ha Ye 
again attempted to re1· i~(' dti:; illegal impo."t and,,.<' han· ('ou,.:e'lucn tly 
already addn•,;,.:ed H.B.~J:,.: l'harg<'· d'Aifair<•:; al P<~king on the .-.uhj<'et. 
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\V c would now beg to refer Your Ex.cellcuey to tlw enclosed copy 
of our letter to Mr. Tow~Ll!:Y and to thl' proclamation i~stJecl in Canton, 
copy of which i" al;:o attnchell which "·ill placP Your E xcellency in full 
pos,;e!"sion of the fact" of the ca,.e. 

fn addition to t]w tax. :100\'t' Jncntioned \\'() further nucJer~taml that 
lel.:iu lmrrier::; arc now being ~et up at certain points on the waterway:; 
oF Kwano·tm1o· nominall)' for th<~ collection of thi.~ new tax on boile<l 

0 " 
opium, the realpurpo:;(• l1Ping to enforce payment on all foreign opinru, 
ra'" o1· hoiletl. On n'CPipt o[ fuller information on tbi,.: point we p1·opose 
addr!'o>:<ing Your Excellency further on the ~uhject. 

\\' e now ask you to be goo<l PnongiJ to again make rcprt>::;entations 
in the proper quarter aiHl to u:<e your influeucP to prevent thi:; further 
att<·mpt to illegally tax for<'ign opium from becoming OJWrati\'e. 

In concJ u,-ion it onh 1·enrain" for Ill<' ro thank -Yonr Ex.celkncy ou 
behalf of the ( 'onun ittP<: for tlw k iucl attc-ntion you h:n·e giren to thr 
n criou."' cptr:'tion:' \\' C' ha \'!' laid IH'forr you and for the effort:< which you 
han' at all tinw~ made to protcC't :me! fo.-ter our trac l:cl rc•lation:; with 
the Elllpirl' of ( 'hina. 

BIIBI·:HT A. H t;\\'J<:'l'T . ( 'hairiJHI II. 

To Hi,; 1~xcellell<',\' ~i1· Glt::\1•::.:'1' tLI.To\\·, c: .c.M.G., H.B. l\'1.',- !1;m·o: · 
Extraordinary an cl M in i:;tc•r 'Pl enipotentiary. Peking. 

Ho~t:t.-oe\U. U E~EHAL l 'H.U II:Il!:H OF CoM.\lElWJ·:, 

HoXGKO~G. 20th Augn:'t. 1903. 

~IH,-1 :1111 directecl to ha nd you, for tlw information of Hi:; Exc<'l­
leneY tlw GoYemor, a copy of tlH' Alldre:':; pn·,.entNl to H.E. Si r EnxEt:1' 
8AT~HV, H.B.~.':; .:VIiui:;tnr at P eking. \rhen the latt<>r k indly con!"cntrd 
to nH•et tlw ( 'ommit t<'r of thi,: ( 'handH•r in thr Chamhrr':; Room on the 
l;th ill:'blllt. 

The follo\\'ing :;uhj<•d,. an· tolldH•d IIJ'Oil in the Adclre~,:, Yiz. :~ 

Uh,:lnl('t ion,: in tlH• l'n nton Hi n•r. 
Hc·gi,:tra t ion o l' na tiw-11\\'lll' cl j11nb und<' r l•'un•ign Flnw. 
Pira<'y on the IY<•,.;t Hin•r. 
Inlancl lrn t<' l'" N:n·ignt ion i{ u]e,., 
• \.IJ~concling ( 'him•,.<> DPht.or,.;. 
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!:\a tional Coinage for China. 

Payment of ( 'u:-:ton1:; D utie-; in Gold. 

Briti~h C'onu11ercial Treaty of Shanghai, l!JO:l. 

Propo:>eu increaf'<' of T;cmtion of Foreign Opium at Canton. 

Hi,- E xcelleney tlH• (ioYem or "·ill noticl' that f'UIIIC of the 
matler,.; n•ferrPJ to hnvc a lready been th!' :-:uhject o[ ~orre~ponJf'nce 
between t lJi,.; ( 'hamh<•i' and t iH• H ongkong Uon•mmPnt, and I am in,"'­
trnde<l to n1ention that an:· lidp Hi:-: E xcelll•m·y can ~ee hi:-: >HI} to gin 
h~r seizing an:· opportu nit.~' ''"hich may oeeu1· of effecting a ... ettlenHmt 
of the mattc.>r :; in Ji~putc on the lin<'."' laid down in the Addl'e,.;~ ,,-iJl Le 
much appreciated by thi:< ChamLPr. 

Since Sir EH~ES'l' i5ATow' ,.; departur<' a :;light moJifi~:ation ha,; Leen 
madP in tlw .Joint Mt>morial f ro1 n t ll <' Clutn1her" of Comnlt'J'C<-' of Shang­
hai, Tientsin <IIHl H ongkong. and a <.:opy a:< it now ,.;tand,.: ha,. been 
:-:uh!"litut!'d in tlw t'JI(' IO."' lll'! '" nhoY<' rPf<'ITI'<l to.-I han•. &c .. 

A. H. LO\rE. ~ecrchn·y. 
lluuonrahlt- }'. H. :'II.H. t' .:H.t: .. Colonial St•cret:Hy. 

C 'oLoNuL SEcl\l!~ 'J'AHY\-J OFfiCI•: . 

1-I n);GKU:\l:, ~Uth Augu,.;{·, J.9U:) . 

Sm,- T am dirert~-J to aeknowlt>dg(• the receipt of yonr letter of 
the 20th in:-:bmt. <>ne l o~ing 11 copy of the Addt·p,;:o: JH'e,.:<•n ted by yom 
Committee to Hi,.: ~xcellenl'y Sir ERNE-:>'!' fSATU\1. lllll'ing hi~ r1•ccnt yj~it 
to H ongkong, and to inform you that Hi" Execlleney the Gon'!'JJOr had 
alrt>a<ly :-:pokcn to Sir Bmn:,.:T i5ATO\\. on many of tlw ,.:ubject" thPI'Pin 
mentioned, with which the Gon•rnor i" in rntin· aceord. 

2. The OJH'ni ug of the · I\' p,.t HiY<•r ha" <>ngage<l Hi~ Exe<·llency ·,. 
aw·ntion PY<'r ~inet· h<' c•nrPrc·c.l upon tlw admini:.:tration of thi,: ColonY, 
ancl wiH•n in PPking in 19UO Hi:.: Ex~:ell <' J H'.Y had hYo iutrn·iew:; with tl~e · 
T"1111g-Li Ynm PII and with Rir l~ ommT HAHT <Jll tlw ,.;uhjc•d . Tn !Jotl1 
c·as<>" tiH· propo:.::c b lnaci<· l1y ll i,: ]t~xc·<·llc>JH'.'. "·c·rl' aeec•ptf>ci, and Hi:; 
Rxcellenc.r ha~ l'c•a,.;on to ),p]j e ,·c· 1hnt 110 :"trung o l 1j~·clion "ill l•t' made lo 
permitting to ri YI'r ,.(!.'amcr:.: fru111 H ougkoni£ ~ i lllilnr priYilcg<'::< to tho~e 
conceded to fo rt>ign :<tt>alll<'l'" Front C'a11ton. Tlw o1wning oF Kongn1oon 
morc'OI'!'I' , ha" :chmy" hecn an i1nport:cnt point in \f l·~t Hi\CI'IH'i£Oliati<lll~ . 
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:3. Hi,: E xcellency will n I way,.; I)(' gLul to fonranl to tbe !Je:'t of 
hi~ ability tiH' de~ire.~ of t lw ( 'haml lf' r or ( 'ollllllercC' in t-lw intt'n·~h of 

British 'fratle in China .- T ha Yt'. &c ., 

F. H. i\I:\Y, ('olonial;)ccretary . 
Tlw ~ccretary . GEN8HAL l'a .\ mn<:n uF l\l)LMEHC E, Hon g-kong. 

r . 
Additional Tax on Foreig·n Opium at Canton. 

----' -
H o KGI\:U:\(; GENI,H.\L ( 'H Al\IllEB ol' CP~DI J·:Hc r:, 

H oNGKUNG, 30t,h .July, 1 ~()~~. 

( 'o/'.'J ot' T !' l'':tl'l.llll smt 011 I fte 28th J ,tf,IJ I lu Ollfjlt t!te llon!tf<oll.'f & 
Slwnyftai J]an!.·in:t ( '1npomtion . 

" Uhargi.· d"Affaire,:, Briti;:h Legation. Peking, H ong-kong l 'lmmlwr 
" of ( ~onntH' t"l' t' prote~t :-; trong ly nga in,.:t propo~Pd rrintrodut"t ion in tnodi­
' 'fied form of tax for<'ign opi11 111 in ( 'auton, nppt>a l to you ,;nprort 
" protest. 

H EWETT. C'ltairnwn . '" 

llo:o;-uK• J:\<~ UK;:\JW.AL ( 'IIA:II BEH oF ( \,~m.~<:L1l'E , 

HoNU KOl\ t;, ii:l th ,July, 1U0:1. 

Srn, --I lwYe the lwuom· to info t·m you tliat it hn,.: rec·<·ntly ('OIILP to 
the kuowledg t> of thi~ Chant ber that tlw Y iet' roy of the Two Kwang ltas 
drcidetl to reimposl' an addi tional tnx on foreign opium imported into 
these proYinct'~, t lw rea::::on adcl ltl:et! being that the mone,Y i,- rPqnired to 
pay the ~hare of the " ·ar indunmity for which hP is t't • ,.:pon~ibk 

It is under~tootl tha t H.B.lVL\; Con:;nl G-etH'ral at C'anton ha.-: already 
forwarded to you full p:11·tieulars including tlH• CO JI.'" of a pro('lamat.icn 
i~.~ued with tlw Viceroy':-: authori ty, explaining how the tax i" to b<· col­
lected. 

You will l'l'llW!llber that a ~i tn i\ar :dtt>lllpt to tax fon•ign opium 
was matle ]a,;t yea r by Ow forn H·r Yict'roy, anti tlwt. after eon,_;iJ ernble 
eorrei'poud<·nee had pa~.~ed bet we(']] H.B. M.".~ 1\iin iAt•r at Pekiug. the 
()onsul G t>nE' t'al at ( 'anton. the• Hougkong Colonia l ~ecretnry :tllll 
this Cham lwr, th e Viceroy \ \" <I S ulti Il ia t(' ly ( '0 11\ uellt•(l to a baud on thl' 
attempt to enforce tlte ta x. 

- ~ 

) 
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The present proclamation, a copy of which i:-; attac:hed, admit!< that 
the former t:tx wa~ contrary to treaty antl that the pre;;(•nt levy of 6 
eandareens a tael on all foreign prPparPLI opium in the boili ng shops at 
Canton is in sub:-;titution of t he original proposal, therefor<' it seems to 
the Com mittl'e that tlw for m in \Yhich tlll' JH'W tax j,- to lw levied i:; nbo 

illegal. 

Wi th regard to thr general ques tion of taxing prepared opium ami 
]oyying the impoi't on tlu1 boiling (':-;tabl i~hment :-::, I ant to point out that 
thi:o: ii', in the opinion of the ( 'ommitte<', a tlirect Yiolation of treat;·. 

It j :; \Yell knO\Yll that a largt"' amount of opium i:-: so prepared in 
Canton, bt t it doe; not by any mean:; follow that the opium i:-; consumed 
on the premi:-;e~ Ol' ncn in the city. Boiletl opium from Canton i,; 
di:-:h ilmtr<l in l:uge <[Uanti tic,.; not only a ll owr the proYincP, lmt i,; <'Y<'n 
ea.rr irll into neighbouring ]ll'OYinc·<'"· and tlw plact> whPt'<' it i,.: hoiletl 
cann ot, ther(•fort~ , he taken a~ "tll<' pl:tC'l' of l'OIIc:um ption"' a;< :-t>t forth 
in the iir~t paragraph of clnn~e :i of tlw Ad dit.ional ArtielC' to thC' l'lwfoo 

Conwntion ~i gnetl in 188:'i. 

In the seCOlHl paragraph of rh<· Artiele above l'l:'ferred to, it i,.; 
L!istinctly laid down that. foreig n opium i,.: not to lJe tawd at a. higher 

rati• than natiYc opium. 

T hiR Chamlwr is giYen to nntler:-:tand that paragraph two oE the 
proclamation <'nclo>:ed, whil<' not Y<'ry cl<'ar, i .~ intended to mean that 
the tax on natin' and forr ign opinm i~ to lH• ealcnlated on the same 

ba~i,:. 

Thi:-;. i:; a~Rnming that all nn tin• opium pays full taxe:o:, but in this 
eomwction 1 ''"on ld bPg to dirt>ct yonr attt•ntion to my predecessor',.; 
letter of lBth May, 1902, addrC'fi~ed to H . E . the British Minister at 
Pekino- in whil'lt it \Ya,: stuh·d that it wn,: wPll known that the g reater 

'"'' par t of tlw natiYe drug C'Y:ttkd payment of duty, and up to the time of 
writing thi;; Chamber has no n·a:-:on for mollifying it;; statemrnts on the 

point. 

The former attempt of the later Viceroy to rmse special taxes on 
this branch or foreign trade basing proved futile, the present proclam­
ation i s so worJed as to giYe the impression tha.t the Authorities are 

anxious to obserYe treaty obligations, 

i 

l 
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PriYat<' information, lwm·n·r. leads t.ll<' Commi ttc<' to bel.i cYc that 
thi,; ii' not the ea;:P. 'l'lw tax j, ea llcd a '·Fe<' on prepn red opi lllll " and 
it would app<'nr tha t this i,.: lliPrcly a nanw im ·enh' d to hoodwink thl' 
t rpaty powers ; on the contrary the tax i~ in effect a direct one on all 
foreign opium landed iuto Canton whPther con:<nnH.'U in the lelcir1 free 
area or in transit to thr interior. 

The Syndicate working un der the direct protec tion of the highest 
proYincial officin Is i~, ~o I am informed, endeavouring through the opium 
gnil<l to compel all importer~ of foreign opium to j oin in guaranteeing 
the amount <luc from tlw ( 'an ton Opium Farnwr to the ProYincial 
Authorities, and they a t·e t lwrcfot·e to ],e held liable for a payment of 
Tad~ 57 .GO for each clwst importcLl into Cn nton. 

I t will he apparen t from tlw ahow that the propose<l new opium 
farm at Canton is lllCrcly another nttelllp t on the part of the local officials 
to pay tlwi r (lnrs to the Impr ria 1 Gowrnment at tlw expense of foreign 
trade, ant! the Committee of thi:; ( 'hamber t rust that you will be able 
to see your way to represent the matter in ~nch a manner to the Chinese 
Government as will in<lnce them to S('nd the necessary orders to the 
Viceroy to offieinlly withdraw the proclamation complained of. 

In thb connPction I am to e~pecially direct your attention to the 
fact that, in the l a~t paragraph hnt on(' of the proclamation, it is 
distinctly stated that the increasPd lcYy is made " in oLedience to Imperial 
D ecree. " If this is corred i t would appear that here again, as wa~ the 
case last year, this attempted e \·asion of the treatie>< is to ho traced 
directly to thf• Imprrial Gov<>rnnwnt at Peking. 

Tn conrlusion thil' ( 'hamlwr trusts that you will he ahle to sec yonr 
way to giYe thi.~ m n.tter your pm·liest attention an<l I am to inform you 
that rrpresentation,; on tltis ~uhject will al~o, if JHl:<sible, be made to 
H.E. tiH' B ritish Minist<•t: whil<' pa,.:~ing throngh thi,.: ( !olony, but. as tho 
elate of Sir EHKF]S'l' RAToi\ri' arrival i:< ~till nncert.:1in and thf\ mnfter 
appear:; to lw on e OL grPa t ili!JlOrtanCC and nrgeney, 1 addres:;cd :1 

telegram to you yestrnlay, courteously ro<kd by and ~ent through the 
Hongkong & Shang hai Banking ( ~orporatiou, prote~ting against the new 
tax and soliciting your goo<l officPs. A copy of this telegram is also 
cnclost?d.-I haw, &c., 

E. A. HEWETT, Chairman. 
W . U. ToWKLEY, E sq., H.B.M.':- Charge d'Affaires, Peking. 

PROCLAMA'riON i ssueu hy 
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TrnG, Provincial Treasure1·, 
W u, Provincial Judge, 
Cnou, Acting Salt Commissioner, 
W AO, Acting Grain Taotai. 

Superintendents of the Coast Defence and the Provincial Reorgani­
zation Board and Financial Board of K wangtung. 

WHEREAS vYu K'UEI P'u of the Heng Chi Syndicate has undertaken 
the farm of the " L{censc fee on Prepared opium " in Kuangtung, 
paying to the GoYern·ment a yearly sum of One M:illio~ Dollars, ~nd 
Jeyying 01ir mac<• am! two candareens on every tael weight of for~1gn 
and natiYe prepareJ opium, calculated at six .tenths of the raw art10l~, 
in the 2nd moon of this year r egulation;: were drawn np, the depos1t 
money was paid, and n petition was made to our Boards,_ which we 
submitted to the Viceroy and the Governor, who approved 1t. On the 
29th dav of thP 2llllmoon proclamations were is;;ned, and on the 16th 
day of the 3rd moon th<' Synoicate reported that. they had begun opera­

tion~. 

Now ·wu K'L' EI P' n again petitions that n,; he \Ya~ al ,ont t.o begin 
opf'rations, lw found that under th<:~ circum~;tance~ the lr ,·,r wa,.: r~thrr 
hrav,·, and ought to ])(' l'P!lucerl and lw proposed to rt?duce 1t by 
Ollt' .half a~ had at flr~t hrell Jecided, that j,.: to SU)' that 011 evet·y 
taPl 0 £ foreign and nntive boiled opium :-hould be paid 6 candereens, 
while the natin~ opium, being a native proJuct, and consumed in China, 
slwulJ Le lia hlP to tlw tax. whilst still raw, r eckoning the proportion 
of boiled opium toward,, raw opium at such H rate as to mako the opium 

when ra'\Y pa~· 6 candal'f' <,n:< per tael. 

But as tlH• amoun t of tlw levy has been reduced, the sum paid to 
the GoH~rnmcnt ~houhl not remain at it~ original ngme, and the 
Syndicate under take to pay $600,000 a )'f'ar in ~nonthly instalments, 
and in a Year with an intercalary month the m stalment ~would be 
proportion;lly inerP.nsetl. taking iuto the Syndicate '~Tu YAo PENO as 
general manager, who :;hall share in the responsibility t~ pay_ ~he 
amount guaranteed. Thf' Syndicate reqn<>"ts us to grant thmr pebttou 
and issue a proclamatio11. 

This Province ha~ to raise towards paying the indemnity, and the 
]py~· 011 prPparf'cl opium i,.: Olll' of the largest :::onrces o£ rewnue. Last 

J 
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year, when the Kuang Hsing Syndicate farmed the levy, we wore 
ordered to abolish it, a::; there wa;; ~omething in it which was contrary 
to Treaty. This farm of the Licence on Boiled opium by thr H rng Chi 
Syndicate is a matter of a kind which we have had before in l'hina, 
am! concerns our internal administration. As f'anction has been given 
(hy the Higher Authorities) to t.he enterprise, the ,:yndicate is at liberty 
to begin operations and collect the money according to the rrgulations. 
As regards the petition of the syndicate to reduce the levy by one half, 
and also to reduce the sum paid to Government to $600,000, and to 
admit Wu Y AO P'ENG to join in the guarantee and become manager, as 
it is for the purpose of combining together in t.he interests o£ the Puhlic 
Service, we, as is right, g rant it. llut as to the period of thir ty-eight 
years for which the farm was originally granted to the syndicate, as the 
yearly sum to he paid to Government ha.:; been reduced, the syndicate is oow 
permitted to attempt to carry out the scheme for fiye ~·ears only, and if 
successful, the levy shall be increased, and the sum to be paiJ to Gov­
ernment increased to its former figure $1,000,000, when the syndicate 
may be granted the farm for thirty-eight years, and thus carry out the 
original agreement, and also provide for the indemnity. 

Another set of Proclamation ha:; been issued, and tlw syndicate has 
been ordered to fix the date of brginning tht> ln·y, m11l to pa_Y the monthly 
instn lnH•nts at the proper timr, in order to meet the indemnity. 

"\Ve haYe reported the whol<~ matter to the Viceroy and Governor, 
and this Proclamation is i s~ncd for tlw information of prepared opium 
shops, and of all dealers in Ynnnan an d Ssuchuan opium. This increase 
in the l<''T is made in ol)('<lience to Imperial Decree, and must he carried 
into effect. 

The temporary reduction is ~nffic:iPnt conee~sJOn on the part of the 

UoYcrnment, and o,·ery one must submit to it quietly, any resistance to 

the leYy or eyasion of it, shall be report.e<l to the Authoritie~ h_Y the syndic­

ate, and the offender',; shop will he sPaletl up. and he will be arrested 

and punished without mercy. 

&c., &c., &e. 

June 24th, 1903. 
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HoNGKoNG GENERAL CHAMBER oF CoMMERCE, 
HoNGKONG, 30th July, 1903. 

SIR,-I have the honour to inform you that it has come to the 
knowledge of the Committee of the Hongkong Chamber of Commerce 
that, the Viceroy of Uanton proposes to levy a tax on all foreign opium 
imported into the Two Kwang, somewhat on the same lines of the tax 
proposeJ last year by his predecessor and which wa~ prevented through 
the intervention of H. B. M.'s Minister at Peking. 

'l'he Committee of this Chamber telegraphed on the 28th instant to the 
British Legation at Peking protesting against the re-introduction of this 
tax, and I now hn,·e the pleasure to hand you ft copy of this mossage and 
also a copy of my letter of the 29th instant addressed to the Chargi· 
d'Affaires. 

Knowing the k<•en interest you have taken in this matter in the 
past, aud the nwmwr in which you so ably "·orkeJ to prevent the 
imposition of a similar tax hy t.he late Vicero:·, my Committee are 
anxiou::; that their views on this question should be in your posscs:>ion.·­
I haYe, &c., 

E. A. HEWETI, Chairman. 
J. Sc01"r, Esq. , H. B. lVI.'s Consul General, Canton. 

HoNGKONG GENERAL CHAMBER oF CoMMEHCE, 
HONGKONG, 30th July, 1903. 

Sm,-I have the honour to inform you that it has come to the 
knowledge of the Committee of this Chamber that the Viceroy o£ Canton 
propo~es to levy a tax on all foreign opium imported into the Two Kwang, 
somewhat on the lines of the tax proposed last year by his predece~sor 
and 'Yhich was preveuteJ through the intervention of H.B.M.',; Minister 
at Peking. 

The Committee uespatched a telegram on the 28th instant to the 
Charge d'Affaires at Peking protesting against the re-introduction of 
this tax, and, for the information of His Excellency the Governor, I am 
directed to hand you a copy of this message together with copies of the 
Chairman's letter to the Uharg(· d 'Affaires at Peking and Mr. Consul 
General ScOT1' at Canton.- ! have, &c., 

A. R. LOWE, Secretary. 
Honourable F. H. MAY, C.:M.G., Colonial Secretary. 
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H. B. M. '::; CoK~ULATE GENEliAL, 

CAN'I'Ol\, July 31st, 1903. 

Sm,-I Jmye the ltouom to acknowledge the receipt of your des­
patch of the 30th instant, coYering copy of your letter to H. M.'s Chargt'• 
d'Affaires in Peking protesting against the new opium tax. 

I beg to thank you for :::o courteou~ly communicating to me a copy 

of this letter, anJ I £eel that your act ion and protest will greatly streng­
then my hanu:; in baYing the objectionable tax remowd. Yom· views 
as expressed in the l<,tter an· dear and conci"'<'. and exactly to the point.­
I have, &c., 

JAMES NCUTT, H.B.M.',.: l'onsul General. 
EnBER'l' A. HEWETT, E::;q., HoNGKo~n CHAMBER oF GoMUERCE, 

Hongkong. 

( ~OLONJAL SECRE'l'AlW't> Ol<'.FIUE, 

H oNGKONG- 1st August, 190:3. 

Sm,-1 am directf:'d to acknowledgt> the receipt of your letter o£ 
the 29th ultimo, relating to the alleged intention of the Viceroy oE the Two 
Kwang to levy a tax 011 all foreign opium importeJ into the provincos 
under hi:; jurisJiction.-I haw, &c., 

F. H. MAY, Colonial Secn•tary. 
The Secretary, l 'HAMBBH OF Uol\UIERCE, Hongkong. 

PEKlXG, 13th August, 1U03. 

Sm,-I Leg- to acknowledge thn receipt on the lOtlt instant of 
your letter o£ the 2l)th July and it:; cnclo~urcs. Your telegram of 
July 29th was duly cotntuunicated to me by the Agent of the Hong­
kong and S hanghai Bank. 

I have been in comtant corrcspomlence with tlw Chinese Govern­
ment with regard to the imposition of aJditioual taxat ion on foreign 
opium, in · breach of the provisions of the Additional Article to the 
CJhefoo Agreement, aml I learn from His Majesty's Consul General at 
(~anton that the tax to which your letter specially refers has been 
suspeuJeJ.-I am, &c., 

WALTER TUWNLEY. 
The Chairman, CHAl\ll.31m OF ContMBl\CE, Hongkong. 

-.r--
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G. 
Official Code Vocabulary. 

( 'HA~£1:1EH oF Co1Il\IERCE oF THE l:)'l'A'rE uF i\ I>W Y OHK, 

April 10, 1903. 

GBNERAL CHAllfBER u ~· U0!11MEl lCE, 

H ONGKONG, China. 

Gentlemen :-

JDndosed J l>eg lPa\'P tu hand you copy of Ht·.~ulutiou.~ aJoptl'd b_,. 
thf' Chamber of ( 'onunet·ce of the ;-)tate of 1\ Cv\' r ork Oll the 2nJ inst., 
on the ,.:ubject of thC' <:Olll]lUb:or :- u,.:e in <.:af>Je teh•graph lllC:<~agf;',; of the 
:>o-called "Official Vocal.JUlat·y '' of cable eoue cipher,.: prt'pared undl'r 
the directiou of the Jnternational Telegraphic Btll'eau. 

I trust that you will agree with rhe Yil•w,.: e:xpre~:<ed in these 
R esolu tion:-: \lnd if ~o would sugge;-:t that you addre,:,.: a :-:imilar remonf'­
trauce to the Director of the International TeJ{'graph Burpau, Berne, 
Switzerlaml, ·with the request that he pre,ent same at the Conference of 

· Lnternational TelPgraph Line~ to be held in' London on May 26th next.-
1 am, &e., 

t·H.J~TAV H . SUB WAH. Chairman, 

Comtnitt<'e on Fon•ign l'onuuercl' and the Hevcnuc Law~ . 

CHAMBER OF (JoMllnmcE o~· ~l'I-U; STATE 11F NEw Y oHK. 

REPOR'l' OF 'l'HE CoMMJT'l'EE ON F onEIGN UoliiMERuE A:ND 'l'HE 

HEVENUE LAws, IN REFEHENCR ·ro 'l'HE UoMPt'Lsum· 
UsE OF 'l'HE OFFICIAL V ocAJ3l'LAHY nv 'I'Hg 

I NTEHKATIUNAL 'fELEGHAPHIC Bnn·;AL'. 

To the Chamber of Commen:t•: 

Your Committee on Foreign Commerce ami the l{p,·enue Law;; 
heg leave to present the following preamhle anu resolution and to move 
their adoption. 

"'Whereas, it i s roporteJ t hat au effor t will be maJe at the Confer­
Puce of International Telegraph Line,; in London, on M.ay 26th, 1903, to 
put into compulsory use in cable telegraph mes>'ages the :::o-called 
" official vocabulary" of cable code ciphers preparctl under tho direction 
of the International •relegraphic Bureau ; aml, 

1 
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. 1Vlwreas, :<uch ofticia I ,·ocaLulary j,; inadequate for commercial 
husmess an d uot adapte<l to C'xisting conditions; and, 

W'hereas, the enforcl'd use of suelt official vocabuhtry and the 
:xclusion. of eablP code ~ystt·ms now iu use• would entail :-;erious expense, 
mconvemeucp and labor upon coumu-rcc therefore, br it 

He~olvcd, that the l 'lwmber of l'ommerce of tho State of New 
York again C'nter its prott•st against tlw con'lJUlf'o rv use of an official 
vocaLulary in cable telt'graphy; and be it further . 

1 ksoh·ed, that the Committee on Foreign C'omnH•rcc and the He,·e­
nue Laws be in,.;trueted to ('llter into eommunication with other com­
mercial Lodie:;, Loth in thi:; cou ntry and in other parts of the world, for 
the purpose of bringing every pos::~iblc influence to bear to canse a 
recon;;ideration of the proposed plan for the compulsory use of the 
" ffi . l b l , . bl • o cm voca u ary m ea e corresponJ('nce. 

All of which is respectfully :;ubmitted . 

GusTA\. H. ScHWAJJ, 
IsmoR STHAVS. 
S. D. Wnn, . 
GEoRGE P. VIE~ro.r., 

New York, March ::!7th, 1903. 

Adopte<l by tho Chamuer, April 2, 19U3. 

} 

of l 'onunit tee · 
on Foreign Com­
merce & Revl:'­
nue Law~. 

HuYGKu.:\G GENERAL UHAMllER ot· COM!I!EHCE , 
H oNGKONG, 14th May, 1903. 

f-5IH,·- Yom lettPr of 7th January last, intimating that mv let t<·r to 
you of thC' 5th DecembPt', 1V02, Oll the :;ubject of the "official Code 
Vocabulary" would receive earl!· attention, was duly received. 

l ha ve no w to confirm translation of my wire to you of the 12th 
instant. code(! Ly and sent through the courtesy o£ the Penin;;ular and 
Uriental S . ~. Co. as follow::; :-" R eferring to letter of 5th December 
Hongkong Uha.mbcr of Commerce support New York Chamber of 
( 'omnwrre H<,solutiont; tnLl April reque~t you on our behalf forward 
protest again~t Official Cable Code to General Post Office London for 
yres<>nbtion lnternati~nal Telegraph Uonference. The next meetiug 
1s fixed for LouJon, 26th May.-Lowe, Secretary ." 
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I enclose copy of the resolutions of the N ew York Chamber refened 
to above, though you will clouhtle~s han• alre:uly recPived a copy of 
these from t hat hoJY. As th i~ Chamber has recently been in com­
munication with you "with the object of ohtaiuing you; i<upport to the 
objections to the code, it will now he sufficient to state that my Uom­
mittee has always been strongly opposed to the compulsory uso of this 
Official Code on the ground::: that g reat expense and inconveniences will 
be entailed on the mercantile community through the neces!'ary amend­
ment of existing codes. 

The latest edition of the Official ()ode, although containing 1,176,100 
words, is still incomplete, and they tru;;t that your Chamber will have 
seen its way to sympathise with th(• Yi(>ws of my Committee by forward­
ing a prote:<t through the British Po~tal Authorit i<>;; in or (ler that the 
matter may Le thot·oHghly wnti lated at the for thcoming Conference.-I 
am, etc., 

A. R. L OWE, Reeretary . 

The Secretary, LONDON CHAMBEH OF Cmv1MERCE. 

C o PY OF A 'l'RLF:C:RAM FROM H o NGKONG DA'fEll M AY 12'1'H, 190~. 

Ht•f('rring to my letter of 5th December H ongkong Chamber of 
ContntPrce ~u pport N <'W York Uhn mlH•i' of ( 'ommcrce r(•;;olnt i on~ 'ind 
April n•que;;t yon on behalf of n~ formm .l protC'~ t again ~t ofti cial eabl t> 
codc• to GenPrn I Po:-:t Offi.Cl-' London for prc•srnta t ion Jnh•rnational 'fp]p­

gmph ( 'onfel'<'lH'P, T!tr nex t mr<>ting- is fix<•d [or I,ondon :2!ith :May. 
- L o ii' F:, R('et·dnt·y . 

Hoxmw 'H GEXE RAL C H.\i'IIBER OE C oMMERCE, 

HoxGKONG 14th May, 1903. 

Rm,-1 am Llireetecl to acknowlc•(lgc> the receipt o£ yom letter of 
l Oth ultimo, a ~king fo r the support of thi~ ( ihamber to the resolutions 
pa~,;cd by yonr { ~ham her on 2n d April last ·with regard to the compul­
-<ory use of the Official Code VocaLnlary. 

My Commitee wired to the London Chamber of Commerce on 12th 
instant thoir support to the resolution1;1 above mentioned for t ransmission 
to tlw Hriti~h Postal Anthoritip,- who, I unLlerstan(l, arc rf'pre:,euted at 
the Meeting,; of th<> Iut('l'nationnl Tel ('graph Confrrences. 
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In order to place your· C:Onunitten in touch with the views expressed 
from time to tinw hy this ( 'hnmhcr·. I must refer you to the Annual 
Heports _already i11 :·our I rand,; for the year~ 1894, 1895, 1896 and 1898, 
nnd copie:'! of tlw corre><pondencP for 1902 and 1903 no·w enclosed.-1 
am, &c .. 

A. R. LOWE, Secretary. 

The Secretary, CHAMBER OF ('OMMF:RCB for State of New York, New 
York. U.S .A. 

Loxoo:\ t'RAl\!BF.R O:F CoMMERCii: I NCORPORATED, 

BoToLPH Hou~E, EAsTcRRAP. 

Lo~DON, E. ( '., l!lth June, 1903. 

Sm,-I have to acknowl e<lge, with thanb. reeeipt of your letter of 
the 14th May, covering copy of resolutions passe<l by the New York 
Chamber of C'ommercr r·elative t.o thf' n.hove matter, which, aH you 
eOl'rectly ;.urmi ~•·, wc> rP brought also to tlw notice of this and other 
British ( 'hambPI'~ of (~OillllH' I '('('. r Pnclo,:e, for the information oE your 
()hamber, a copy of th(· lcttcri' acld t·c,.:"P<l to. and rPplif's rPcein <l from. 
His Majc,.:ty', Po~tmast<•r Ge1wral on thi:'< ma.tt(•r, from which yon will 
s0e that actin• ~t<·p~ W<>r~ t a kPn to oppose the propo~ed eompttl;o:orY 
adopt.ion of thn nrvY Officia l Vo(•a hula ry. both by resolution passed at ~' 
special mt•cting of thi,.: l'lwmhet· on tlw iOth April la><t, antl a.l:<o bY 
forw:1rding from tinw to time protests I'<'C'PiYrd from Yarious foreign A; ­
;;ocia.tioni', whosP name:< arr fqwcifietl in the correspondenee sent here­
with. 1t will alf'o hP :iE'f>n tha t "om<· tinw hefm·p the opening of the 
ConferPnee in London (May 2fith) thf' Postma,.;ter General informed 
thP Yarions l'hamlwr-< that he luHl giwn in,:trnctions to the Briti,-h Del<>­
gates to oppo,;p the C'Ompul"ory ndoption of t he V oea hulary . 

I trust thi~ information will bP :<atisfacton· to :nru and remain, 
Your::: faithfnll~·, 

KENRIC B. MURRAY, Secretary. 

ThP Src!'etm·)·. Howm:n~G GF.NF.RA T, C:n A MllF.H OF ('n-:lll\flilHCF. . Hong­
kong. 
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THE L•l~nox ( 'Fl.\:\un:n o F l'o)DIEHCP. (TNcnnrt)HAn;o). 

Official \ ' ocalnrla''·'· o[ ( 'odt• lYon I:<. ( '.JI'I't>.•pon•l<•nc<:> with tlw 
Itight Honomahlt• At 's'L'RK l 'ITA MRP.HI,.-Us , 1\l.P .. Hi~ lV£aje-<t<" Postma;;­

ter General. April and ~b.'·, l 90it 

:nnl April, 1 !JO:J. 

Otjitial ! 'otalillltu·!J nf rode 11 'm·ds. 

Si,·,-Hefcrring to prPYiou:< corr<:>,pon<lrnce on tlri:< ~nhj<:>ct which 
date;; back from J l:l95. [ Jut''{' now pleasure in Pn<:lo,;ing you copy of 
resolution pa,,e<l at a ,:pceial G <•Jwral :!V[<·eting of memlwr;; of this 
Chamber. hPltl on tlw ::!Oth in,..tant. 

J am gratifif'd to oh~c'l'n• the replie:; which you lun·c b~·en in a 
position to forward to thl· :l\1anclw:"tPr and Birmingham Chambers oE 
Commercr on thi,; matt<' r.- I am, &c .. 

K RK P.H: n. l\r t'RRAY, RccretaJ·y. 

The Right H ononrahlr An:;h•n ( 'hamherlain, :\LP., H. M.'s Po:;tmaster 
General. 

That thi:< nH'ding of 1\l[('rchan t~ who arr ln rgrly interested in cables 
to varion:< part." of tlw wOI'ld . nrg<·ntly rf'qur.~b thP Po~tm:t.~ter Gene1·al to 
dec·line on hphalf of' Hi~ 1Hnjf'~ty':< Gon:•rn nwnt to ae<·<·pt thP compulsory 
ndoption of t lrP propo~cd Oflkial Voc·abulary of ( 'o<le \\' ord~. Tha t 
Hi~ Maje,.:ty's Go,<•rnnH•nt he• urgrt! ro tiPeli1w to acquicse<' in any other 
than a ·pf'rnti,,.j,·p u~<' of the pres<'nt Yoea lm lnry. a111l thnt if it,.: official 
adoption bP pr<',.:scd h~· othPr Gon•rnmenb which tlo not po!'SPS:' cahle." 
ami telegmphic liMs to the same e:-dent a,.: tho,.:c in the hanJ:< o£ the 
British G-ovemment and ( 'ompani(•:", Hi:< Maje,.:ty',.: GoYernment be mged 
to withclraw (as far a,.: thi:< matter i:" concerned) from the I nternational 

Telegraphic Union. 

2-!th A pril, UlO:t 

Dear P.ir,-I nm <k"in•d by )[r. At·,.:orro;x ( 'J·IUIBF. L1LAI:\ to acknow­
ledge tl1P l'<'c\'ipt o£ .vour lPth·r· of tltt· 2ikd in~ ta nt on th<· ,uhj<·et of t lw 
Official Vocalmlary of ( 'od<• Wol'(k Tlw H<•:<olution, of which you 
enclos<• a cop~·, wa" no doubt p:t ."~<'d lwfon• thf' memhrr,- of tlw London 

1 
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C:lwmher of ( {>mnH'l'('<' lwJ ~<>Pn tlw Pnst111aster Generar,. an:-wcr to the 
Birmingham Chamber or ( 'ommcree. in \Yhieh he :-:tated that he had 
giYen in~tmctions to the Britisl1 lJPit>aates at the International TeleararJh n o 
Conference to oppo.~r the compub ory adoption of the Voeabulary re-
cently publi;;hed hy the International Bureau of Tt'legraph Admini:::tra­
tion;,: at Berne.- Your,; fai thfully, 

Krnric B. Murray, E:;q. 
A. R. KIDNE'R. 

London Chamber or C'omm<>rCt', 
11th May, 190~. 

Official l ... ocalntla·l'.'l r!f' Code Wo1'ds. 

Rir,-In confi rmation or my recent communication "·ith you, and 
of the correspondence " ·hich has pa~~Pd b{'tw{'en thii> Chamber and your 
DPpartmrnt f'i nce 1889 on tlti!-! f'n hject, T nmY enclosr for yom inform­
ation:--

(a.) (!opy of a r f'porl o[ a recent mc<>t ing of the Havre 
( 'hatn hrr of ( !om mrrce. 

(h.) A l'<·ti ~ion fro111 ( 'omnwrci:d Firmo:, Rltipownrri', and 
Mcrchnnt:> of Ya rion:-: Nationali ties in Lisbon ; and 

(r·.) A r-;imilnr P0tit.ion from AnhYerp HonH·:-:. 

The:-:e docnnH•nt:-: are all in l'aYom of thf• 1'<·l rgraphit· Confcrcnco 
withdmwing thf• dctnn11il for thr contl>lll:-:ory :ttloption of t lt f' H<'ll' Officinl 
Vocalmlary. 

l thought, in Yi<'w of tit <' tleei,-ion ~~-hieh yom· D<>partnicnt ha~ 
arrived at, to oppo;.P t lw compul~ory adoption of t he Vocabulary, this 
indication of f'imi la1· Yicw:-: by otlwr l'Onntrie:-: a,: 'n•ll as onr own, might 
be of use to the British ! <'prc,;<>nta tiw:-: in draling wi th thi~ question at 
the official nweting.-T am. &c., 

K EXRIC B. M:t~RHA Y, Secretary. 
'l'h{' Rt. Hon. Austen C'Lamll<'rlain, M.P., H . .M:.'s P ostmaster G('])e.ral. 

General Post Office, London, 
12th May, 1903. 

Sir,-I am <li t·cctcd by the P ostma:;ter G{'JWral to acknowledge 
t.hP I'Cceipt of your Je(ft>J' Or the 11th instant, <'llCloP-ing C{'l'fain dOCUlUf'lltS 
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embodyi ng prote.' t' from ( 'omm ereial lwdi<':- in H alT<'. Li:-:bon and 
Antwt>rp aga in:-t tit(' ('Oill[lllbory adoption or !he Oflici;d Yocahula ry for 
Code 'l'Plegmm,:: and I am to th;ntk ,Hill for l1ringing tlH·S<' duc·unH'llt" 
und{' t' tlw Po:-: tnw,t<• r li<•n<·rnl':-: notic<'.- -1 atn. &e .. 

.J. t' . L .DlB. 

The ::ieeretary. 'London ( 'ltaUJI)(' r of ( 'unnncre<'. 

London ( 'lwtn lwr or ( 'olllllH'I'l'l' . 
1Gtlt May. J !JO:\. 

;)ir.-- Jtpfening 1·u lll,Y ldtcr of J.ltlt emrent, and tu prl'' ious 
rorn·:-:pondl'llCl' ou tLi:-; •uhjt•et, J no" haYe plea~nre in cnclo:-:ing a further 
lett<·r fro m (term:my to tlw :-:ntn<· l'ffcd as the Nfpmorial:-: preYiously 
forll-ardell from H ongkong, Fntm·e, Bdgillln, ::-5pain and .Portugal. 

rt Ita:- hePn furlht·r aiuwunt·<'d that a :<imilat· protc"t is being 
orga ni,.:<'d in Ya lparai:-:u. 

You will :tl:-:ll ltUI'<' r<·cein·d, di l'('l'L a prutc:<r l'ront lh<• N<'w York 
~ 'ltantbcr of ( 'otnnH•n't'. and a ll hough, p<•rltap:-: lit<• Gnil<·d RI ate:-: of 
.Anwrica art• not t<•lt•gra pltic:tlh· part iP:< to tit<' ( 'onycntion. !ltt•ir prote;;t 
IIIU:;f earl',\' an ('<jll :tl llli iOll ltt 01' \Yf'igJtt to tiiO:-'l' 01' t.ltc oll tl'l' larg<':-;t 
cu:-;tonv•r,.: of l'ahk ( 'ompanit·.' · Apparenrl_,. th<· op[iU:<itiun of llt< ' 
1\fcreant ik t'OIIIlllll ll ity i:< a:-: g<' tt t•ra l a11d " ·i d<'"t•rc•ad HO\\' a,: :1t the timr 
thi:-: ( 'hamher tir:-:t took tit" matt<·r up in l~oU, "·IH!II tlw ( 'h:llnb('r:< of 
('OIIllll('l'('(' :ltHI ( 'on tlll!'r<.:ia l A.-:<oei;Jtion,: of tltP \\·hole or Europ<· res­
ponded to it::: app<•al to oppo"c the eompnl,:ory adoption o[ the VoeaLttl­
ary. 

From all lite :-:tateJHenb wl1irh re:tclt 111e oH IJ<>halr of the P ostal 
Committer oC thi,- Chanther. whieh, a" you ar(• awan•, has tlti:; matter iu 
hand, my ( 'ommittec is Ji:-: l'o;:ed to think, that th<· Telegraphic aclminis­
tmtiom of the Ya r iou" Power:-: would he 111uch '"i,;t•r not to attt•mpt at 
any timP. the cottqnd~ur_,. atloption of :-:uch a Voc:tlndary, hut to leaYC it 
tu tiH• gradual adion or th<· 'l'<'iegra[•ilil.' ( 'otl<• ( 'ompil<•r,-, wl to <11'<' yearly 
n ·ri :<ing llt<' ,-:1 riu11" l~~'il:tk cucl<!:<, <llld ~~-ho;:<· nal11ral ll·ttd<·tH:y i,; to 
:~< IO}Il i.l..tc uw;.( ~1 1 iln l ,k "'~rd~ (rvw tlw \VI~alntlar.'· · 'l'hi:- 1ruuld tllt:'n'­
forc come into opera!iou i1y tb v pruce~:; o[ ~election, which woulJ lH• 
distinctly J•refcralJk to it:< arl1itrary enf.oreetncnt witltiu any stated 
period. 

1 
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At Uw present moment too, there i~ a Yery ,.;tJ·ong argument against 
the compulsory adoption of tlw lle''" C'Ode in the extraordinary ~tatement 
made by a repre~entatiw of one of the Telegraph Companie~, that th<' 
propo,;al to adopt the V ocabu la ry emanate:-; fron1 the Cable Compani<'~ 
themseh·es in onler to incrca:<e tlwir return to tb(•ir Sharehohler~. Thi~ 

of cour:<e amounb to an :ulmi,;:<ion that the Vocabulary i:- a deli lwratc 
attempt to fore!:' a higher rate of expt•nditure upon tho,:r who u;:o caLk• 

by re::>tricting the numher of "·ords and ,-ign,; at their disposal. There 
is fittle tloubt that, if thlc' comnwreinl comnnmi ty become generally 
acquainted with this fact, no :-:trouger argumen t for the abolition of 
printe ownership of cable,; could be aJnmced. 

I am inshncted to a~k that. the representatiYes of the Briti,;h Po~t 
Office will lw good enough to bring forward the~t', amongst other, 
argument,; at the Conference, and I am abo desired to expres:-: the hope 
that it may IH~ po,-:;ible for your DepartHJic'llt to ~nbmit thi:; letter to the 
t'onf,•renee, and to puh]i,:b it in the procrwcling:-'.--1 alll, &c .. 

KF.?IIUC B. ~11 -HlL-\Y, t)ecr t'tary. 

Tlw 1\t. Hon. A1~:~t•~n <'hanJIH·I·I;~in, l\'I.P .. Hi ... ~'l.njc·:-'ty·~ Po~tnl:lstPr 

U enC'ral. 

General r ust OHiec, London, 
2ilrJ 1\ia y, ll.JO:L 

Sir,-f anl JiredeJ by tlw Po:-!bll:t!'h·r GPneral to acknowledge 
the recPipt oF your letter of the 1 Gth in stant. \Yith it:' t>nclo,.;ure~, on 
the rubjeet of thC' con1pnl:<ory adoption of the~ Official Voealmlary for 
( 'ode TPlegralll:-': and r :un to inl'omt you tlwt title' Yi ew,.: of the London 
('hamlwr of Colllmerc(' will lw brought l>cfor(' tht: fortlwollling Teh•­
graph <.'ouferenclc'.-1 nm, &e., 

.J. ( '. L"M ll . 
Tlw l:iecretary, Loudon ( 'lwntiH'r (J i' ( 'onutH'l'C'!'. 

Londo 11 ( 'h:unl ,er of Co111mercc, 
2;"Jth llla,Y, 1G0il. 

Sir,-\Yitlr furthur reference to my letter o£ tile 11th instant, I 
haYc now pllc'(l"llre in ~ending you Petition~ hon1 Italy and Holland. 
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The,.:e Petition:; inclutle the m1 mcs of ~onw of tlw large~t merchant,; 
in the respect.iYe C'itie~ mentioned . 

T ~ball be glad if you ''"il l k indly bring this to the notice oE th!• 
( 'oufercnet• \Yith other l'Ptit i on~ a~ imlieat ing that oth('l' ( 'onn tr i r~ than 
EnglnnJ. a1Hl merchant:-: of othn nationalities rai:<<> objection." to thP 
C'ompnbor_v adoption of the V ocalm l:1 ry .-J a 111, &c., 

KE~Itll' B. ;\l t · I~H.H, :-3t• c• r( • tar~- . 

The Ht. Hon. Au~ten ( !lmmlwrlaiu , M.l'., H i,; ~1aje~ t_r\ Po~tmast rr 

General. 

The Clwirman said it would haYP UN'Il notecl tha t Heutpr's telegram 
of the 18th ultimo st·ated that the Interna tional Conference had com­
pletely revised the rules relating to codt>,:; ab o from l ,t J uly, lDO-t, 
any combination of 5 lettc·rs wou ld lw aec<~jJtecl a~ a ,,-onl : aml it wa:­

~nt i:-'fuctory to know tha t tlw Official \' ocalmlary :::lchenH' had nt last 
~~~~en caHC<-·lled. \\' lt:tt t lw 11('.\\- rule:; con::;i~tcd of \Yould lw known 
locally in the COUJ'~C of a maiJ Or two. 

H 
The Currency Question. 

'l'lE:!:'I'I'SI~ flENE llA.L ( ' HAM 11T~H O.F ( 'u MM EJHCE, 

Tm~·rsiN 25th l\'Iay, 1 ~!Oa . 

DEAR Srn,-Thc ( 'ommittf:'e• of this Chamber is cou~idering the 
drafting of a Mf:' nwri:tl to tlH' Diplonwtic Body in P eking on the snhjed. 
of the instability of exchange and it,; tlisastrou,.; dfect:; on the trade of 
the country. 

The Committee have good ground.~ fnr lwlie,-illg thnt the l'hinc~e· 

Government i~ taking ad ion, and it i" of Of'inion that son1r a>"sistancc• 
may lJl' rendered to tlte Govl'rllll lCJJt , and greatPr prominence given to 
tlH' imperatin• nPC('f'~it_y of a remt·<ly lJc:'ing found , \,y a joint Memori:.l 
from the ('hambc·r:-' of t 'onllli('I'Cic' of Hongkong, Shanghai ant! Ticntsin. 
Th(\ t 'ommitteP or the· ( 'h:ulll)(•l' :11'(' UL<' l"l 'forc dcsirou . ..: of knowing 
\\·hetlwr you han' addre.~s<'d, or propo~(' (o addrc,.:", :1 l\lenwrial to l'f'ldng 
Ull the ~uhjed, amJ f :t ill inst.ruc:(('d [o ":t)" that 111)' ( 

40il llll iltee WOllld 
l1ave great plen,;ure in .-•ubserihing to :t .Joiut Memorial. 
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The C'um!llittee woul<l be glad of a prol!lpt reply as the matter is of 
pressing itll)'Ort.---1 am, &c. , 

A . .F. ALU IE, ~ ~ ·c reta r."-

The Secretary, 1-lo::-'Gl\ONO GBNEH.\L ( ' rL\1\IBEll oF C'uuD H:tW I·:, Huag­
kong . 

Ho~c:rw~c; GE~EHAL CrL\J\lBEn <IF (\11\tMEI\C", 

Ho~<aW~(;, 12th June, 1!:!0:3. 

Sra,-1 ant directed to acknowledge tlw receipt of your letter of 
the 25th ultimo, stating that .Y0111' ( 'ounnittt>e w<> n· con~idering the 
drafting of a Memorial to the Diplomatic Bmly in P eki ng on the ;;ubje('t 
of the instability of exchange allll it~ di,.:n;.:t J'OilS effects on the tmJe oE 
the country and inquiring whether thi~ l 'hamber haJ addres;.:eJ, or 
proposed to addres~, a 1\i,•,n oria l of thi . ..: na tnr<• to l'd~ing, in which case 
your Chamber \vou ld h<• ineli rwd to ,:uhscrill<' to it ,:hould the Rhanghai 
Chamber also join in tbe mowment. 

My l 'ommittee have di,.:<;u~5ed the prol'osition madt• to them l1y 
your Chamber, and they instnwt Ill<' to infum1 you of dl('i r \Y i,.:h to as:<i:<t 
the Chine,.;c GovPrnment in any \Yay tha t i:; pu~~ iblr \\·ith the objed of 
putting an end to the in~ tability of exdwng<' . 'l'll(•y cm t.~id <' r, ltQWl'H'r , 
that it would l1e difficul t fur thi,.: Clramhcr to :..: td1scrilH' to a joint 
Memorial with the Cha llllwr,- of S lwnghai :md Ti cntsin a :; it would 
probably br nect'.~sary for the Committee·,.: coHc<•med to very fully discuss 
the terms o£ the actual l\femorial. 

The ( ~ommittPe of thi:; Chamber an· of opini on that t ll<' J1rst :;h•p 

( 

toward~ a :-:olution of thi.s complicatPd qut·~tion i>: the cstabli:-Jmwnt of a 
uniform national currency as pnn·ided for in A r ticlr 11 o£ the British 
Commercial Treaty of Shaughai of HJ02. and i t appear;; tlwrefore that 
their efforts ,.:[wuld, in the fir,.:t ]' laC'~", IH3 d ir<·cted to attaining thi,.: end, 
a~ until reform in tlti:; di rection lta,.: b<·en carried out ii will not be 
pos:..:ible, in their opinion, tu :..:ati , [ac!urily deal with t h<· ' lll(' :..: tion of 
stability of c:xehangt• in ( 'bi1w. 

I am also to aJJ that the Committee avprecia te your Je~i re for joint 
action in such an imp01·bnt matt<"r, and rPgret to fiml thcmselvc,: unablP 
at present to Lleal \\·ith tllC' mattu in qtH·;-;tion in tlw \ray you ,.:ugge,;t. 

H 

They will hower er be glad if ; ·our ('omm ittee ean ;.;ee their way to 
furnish this (;hambcr with a draft of tlw propo:>ed Memorial as soon as 
possibl e.- ! have, &c., 

A. R. LOv\'E, Secretary. 

The Secretary, C HAMBER OF C'oMMimCE, TiE>ntsin. 

RHA~GlL\T GR~F:HAL C HAM13EH OF COMMERCE, 

f\ HAXCH AI. 25th .July, 1903. 

DEAH SIR,- It ha~ l1E'011 ;.;ugge:;:ted that in onl~·r to gin greater 
prominence to the imperatin• nec<'~i"ity of a remedy being found, if 
pos~ible, for t hE' pre~cnt unsatisfactory t'tate o£ China's Curn•ncy, and 
in order to remler some assistance to the ChiiH"~e GoYE'rnment in bring­
ing this a bout, a joint Memoria I from the Chambers of UommE>rce of 
~l;au o·hai H on o·kon o· mHl TiPn tsin , be addrt>s;.;cd to the Ministt>rs in n ' n r""~ . 

P t•kin cr ur o·inu on the ( 'hin<'>'e UoYemmE'nt thP desirahilitv of makin2: 
· O' e r.. .J u 

prepara tion,; for the intro<luetion of a National l'oinagf'. 

W ith the object of sec-uring :·onr Ya luable> eo-oprration I am ins­
tmct(•(l br thf• ( 'ommiHPP of t hi~ ('ham h<>r to forward for )·mu approval, 
the accml~panying draft , and to a . .-k fur tlw fanmr of a reply at your 
early conyrnirncP. 

In drawing 11 p tb i,.: lVIenwrial, tlw ( 'mumittf'e have thought it pru­
(IC'n t to confine it,.: ;:cop<• to the empha ~i~ing of th(• need of a National 
( ~o inao·e which thev heli (•Yo \Yill U< ' :tdmith·tl to llt' a neees;:arv llr<'limi-

t""' ' • •. 

nary :<tep to nny lt>gi~lation for th t• nltimatP <>:<tabli~lwmnt of a currency 
on a Gold basis. 

By the aYoidancc of all quP,.:tion~ of a controyersial natme, and by 
basing their claim to haw the coinage question de a 1t with on the pro­
visions of t he recent Treaty with Great Britain, it is hoped that the 
Memorial may be acct•ptE'cl l~y th<' other :;:ignatorics.-I am, &c., 

L.FJS LIE J . UUBITT, Secretary. 

The Secn •tarv, HoNGKO~n <iB1'EH.AL CHAMBER oF C'o11nnmcn, Hong-. . 
kong. 
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H 0:\(;KflX<: GE:\EI:AL C'H.U!RER Q]o' (.'OMMERCF., 

Ho:-;-tmOX(: , 14th .Jnly, llJOit 

Sm,-I am tlircct('d to acknow ll'tlge tlH' receipt of your lettet· of 
the 25th ultimo, drawing th0 attent.ion of thi,.: Chamber to the n~ed of 
reform in China's cnrTcncy arrangement,:, and snggc~ting that a joint 
Memorial ~hon hl he n<ltlre~"Nl to thP Diplomatic Bod:v at Peking by the 
Chamber;: o£ C'omrnere<• oE Ti<·n tsin, Shanghai and Hongkong, nrging 
the importance of this q11e,.:tion and thr dt>sirability of immedia te pn·­
parations being m~ulr ],_,. th0 ( ' hilH'~P Gowrnment for the introduction 
of a national coinagr. 

A proposal o[ thi,; nntnre ha~ rPcrntly hrrn made, as you are no 
doubt aware, by th<' Tient~in ( 'hamhPr, ant! tlw ~ommittee of this 
( 'ham her intima ted to tlw t hod_~· in a letter dated 12th .Tnn<" last, a copy 
of which i" enclo:-(•tl, that tht>y had PYcry ,,·i~h to co-operate in any way 
that is pos!"iblr with tlw object of putting an enJ to the instabili ty of 
<"xchangr, ant! the upi nion wa;: exprr:--sed that the fi r:<t ;;tep towat·tl,; a 
~olntion <• f this complicatrd <]ne;;tion would hr to urge thP p,:tab]i;;ltment 
of a uniform national <·urT<'ncy as proYidNl for in Article 2 of the 
British ( 'ommerc:ial 'l'rPaty of Shangh~1i of 1!:102. Up to tlw t ime of 
writing, ho\\-ewr, my ( 'ommi ttrr haYc not any information as to wlw­
thPr· tlw Tientsin ( 'hambrr i" willing to confine tlw M<•m orial it hafl in 
Yiew to tlw sngg<'.otion made~~~- t lri,.: ( 'hamlwr. 

My ( 'ommi th•<' haw noh'd wi th pleao; tll't• tha t thrir conception of 
tlw lw,;t com;;p to follow in dealing 1rith thi;:. qur,:tion i;; "h:m·d by yom 
Chamber, and 1 am dirret<•d to ,;tate that thi" Chambrr would be prr­
parcd to join with you r,.: and that of Tirntsin in >'igning a pPtition 
addrc;;i'ed to thr DoyPn of tlr t> Di plonratic Corp,.: at P eking in term;; of 
the draft ,.:ubmitted to you.- 1 am, &<: .. 

A. R. LO\VE, Rccretary. 
The Secretary. CHAlllllF.H OF ( 'Ol\tMERCF., ~lwnghai. 

Ho::-<GJ\ON(; GENERAL CH.\liiBRn OF CoMMRRCJ<:, 

HoNGKONG, aOth July, 190a. 
Sm,-'iYit.l1 rPfcrrn('<> to .'·om· IPttt•r of tlH' 2i1rd Marclr ln~ t (No. 

1 i'\:17,:03) ~tating that a <"O]'Y o£ tlw }{psolntion on tlw ( 'mn•ney question. 
which wa~ pa;;~cd by l11P .Mt•mlwr,.: of thi~ C'hamlwr at a :<JWCia1 ~;Pnt'ral 
Meeting on th<' 11:\th 1\·hrnary la;-;t, " ·onl<l he forwarded to the Srcrebrry 
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of State for th<" Colonies. I wonld heg to remind you that it i,.: now fiye 
months since the feeling of tlw )iemlJpr;; of thi:; Ghamhrr on thi~ im­
portant question wa;; fir,.:t communicated to you for the inforlllation or 
H is E xcellency the Gowrnor. 

Inquirie::; have recently heen made hy .M:t~mLers d(;>siriug to know 
what action (if any) the Go;-ernnwnt han' clC'cidC'd to take in this 
matter, aml J am thrrPfore instr ucted by my l'ommittt'C to in(juir<' 
whether Hi~ Exc('lkncy ha:' reCt'iwtl an an~m·r to ],i,; J' t'[ll't':'('ntation~ 
to th (• Home Anthorit ie:'. and, if not, wllf'th(•r .nm <:an "tatr ,,·Jwn .-uch 

an>:w('r i" likrly to IH· J' <'CPin>tl.-1 haYt'. &c., 

A. IL LO\\'E. Rt·<·rdar:·. 
Honourahlr F. H. :1\L\Y, <'.~ r. t: ., ( 'olonial :-:.ccr(•tary. 

( 'or.o);lAT. Rr·:CI:ETATn··" ( lvnn:. 
Ho:"f~Ko:\<: . :H,.:t .Jnly. l!JO:I. 

Sm,-1 am di rP<:tNl to inform yon in r·Pply to yonr l<•tt<·r· ol' _YP:<t<·r­
day's t!atc that no an,;wcr ha,.: .n·t ht•(•n recPi ,·cd fro111 tlu• Rt•tTI'tar.'· of 
State with rt>gard to the ('nrr<·n(·.'· qnP;o.:tinn. nor i" it po,.:"ilJl<• to ~tatt· 
when such answer may lw <':'qwctt>d . Hi~ E:-;:c<'ll<'lll'}' thl' OoYernor· ~ 
despatch to the Secrcbry of Rtate, to " ·lriclr an an~wt•r i,.: now awaitPtl. 
was <latcd April :2ntlla~t.- l haw. &c .. 

F . H. l\iAY, ( 'olonial ~C'Cl'<'tar·Y . 

The Secretary, GgxEnAL ( 'n.unmn (lb' ( ~nMMJmCE, Hongkong. 

( 'H.Drtmn OF ('enD! El:('l:, 

Rl:"fL\.l'OBr.. l;:t July, l!lO;). 

SIB,--I am instruct<'d hy thf• ( 'ommittt><' to ::;entl you. for tlw inform­
ation of your Chamber, copy of the• following HP,.:olution which \\·a,.: 
pa.~,::etl at a me<>ting of CornmittPP of tlw ( 'hamhPr ht,ld on 2!J th .) tllll' : -

" Thi,.: ('omrnitt<>~ bring ,;ati,.:fietl that tht'n' i,.: an alnllldant ,.:upply 
"of l'oin \\·ithin tl rn ( 'olon;· and tlw F('dPntr('d :'!Iala.\' ~tart>:< for all 
" probalJle retjui rement~. ~md fea ring that thP continued illlportation of 
"Mexican dolla r,.: will retard tlH' GowmmPnt Sehemt' for the r~bl hl i,.:h­
'•ment of a Gold :Standard, a~ \\'t>ll :l" aggr·ayaft• thP diffic·ultie,.: of tlw 
",.:ituation w hPn drmondization take.~ plac<', nrgt•,.; t lw ( l onrn nH•nt tu 
"forthwith prohibit th<' importation of 1\ft>xican dollar,-.'' 
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Tht• HP~olnfinn ha~ he(']) duly contntnn ieat<·d to the (;on·rnment.­
Yom~ faithlnlly. 

ALEX . . J. GUKN, Scct·ctnry. 

The SN·rdnry, H oNuKo:\G G E~EHAL ( 'HAMBEH OF COMMERCF., Hong­
kong. 

Hoxmw::·w GK~•r.RAL ('HAMllER oF < 'OMMF.RCE, 

H osuKOXG, 19th Augu,.:t, 190:3. 

;-;IR,- J am dircetrtl to admowlt>clg<• tlw receipt of your letter of 
the 1:<t ultimo, alh-ising t hi,- Chnmhrr of the resolution recrntly forwnrdrd 
to YOur GorPrnmf'nt on the ,.:nhjoct of thr furtlH'r importation of Mexicun 
doi lar~ inrn the Strait,.: Nf'ttlc•Jnc•nt:>, ancl to cxprr.~i' the thnnks ol' my 
( 'fl tnmilt<·•· for your c·ourle.-y in Cnmi:-:hing thc•m 'rith thi." information. 

I n , -jpw of the gr<'nt intt•re~t taken hy yom ( 'ommiU(•C in the 
( 'n n ·<•ney qtw:-timt gPnemlly nnd 1mrticularly as it affects those countries 
h:n -ing commrr<:in l tranl'aetion~ with your Colony, I a m instructed to 
forward to ymt, for yolll' information only, copic:" of the recent corrcs­
pondPnCP rc•lating ton joint MPmorial from the l~hamb(•r,; of Commerce 
of Rhanglmi, 'l'irnt~in mul Hongkong to lw addressed to tl1<' Diplomatic 
Body at P eking on the suhject of the institution of a tmiform Coinage 
in ('hina .- T am, &c., 

A. H. LO\ VE, Secr<'tary. 
The Rt•cr<'tary, ( :nAMmm OF ( 'n:Ml\IP.HCR, Singapore. 

T1 R:\'1':':1:\ GF.NRRAJ. ( 1HAMBRH OF C'oMMRHC:t<:, 

TIEXT"TN, 15th Jnly, 1903. 

~m.- f a m dircct<'ll to acknowledge rcc<'ipt of )'0111' letter of 12th 
ultimo rt>plyi ng to thi,.: ( 'h:nnl)(•r',.: ,.:uggestion tl;at a joint Mrmorial bo 
prc,.:<'nt<•d to the Diplomati(' Dody in PPking 011 the ( 'urreucy question. 

Your letter hni' hrc·n rcatl \Yith interest, and my Committee instruct 
me to reply that they are quite in accor<l with your views t hat the 
f's tabli ;;hment oE n national coinage, as provided for in Article 11 o£ the 
l3ri ti:"h C'omn1C'rcial Treaty of 1902, shonld ])(' strcnnom;ly ~ch·ocnteJ, 

_,_ 

... 
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In n•,;pon,.:e to our :-:ugg{',;tion the Shanf!hai C'hamucr ltaYc drafted 
a .Jiemorial, o[ which cloubtle,.:,.. you ha n n ·:: ·i,-c:l a copy. 'l'ht• l:;hang­
hai CotHmittPe han• eunfincd them,;eln•::; to t'illpha,i,.:ing tht· IICI'tl of a 
nationa l eoinagl', and lllY ( 'onunitt<•r are 'llti te prepared to ~uu;:cril,c io 
a joint Memorial in tiH' tl'l'ltt,.: of the one :::nl)lltitt c(l to it. [ ha1·0. 
howrYer, lH'en in;:lrnd{'d to point ont to f;IJanglwi that nt;· Comlll itlr.<' 
are of opinion i hat fo r a National coinagt• to IJt' effoctin·, tlw proYim·!a l 
mints must he do~l'd, ancl that Artide 11 of the l3 ritislt l 'ommrr(·wl 

- Treaty only ,.;ay,;:-

" ( 'hina a<rt·ec:> to tak{' tiH' JH ... ce~;<ar:· .~t<·p,.: to proYidP fur :1 unifot'Jll 
uational coitm~c wltich sha ll hr• lt•gal kncler in paynH.'Ilt ol: a ll d ut i t ·~· .. 
My Conunittl'(', th('l'dore, .~ugw·--t tltat tlH' elau,.:t• I ll the .\[eJtturw l 

referring to thi.; Artid(• Le· :-lightly auu•nd ed.-I han•. &c·., 

A. F. ALGIE, Hecrl'tary. 

The ~ccrctary, H(,~t:J\0:\(: Ur::\EH.\L, l'HAl\Il:lER Ob' Co:mmttCl.!:, Hun~­

kullg. 

~Ll.\~UJIAl GJo::\BHAL ( ' 11.\~lBE i t Il l ' ( 'o~DI E IH'f. , 

NJL\Xl:U.\1 , l;t]t Augu,l, ltJO:L 

JII!IIWI'i,tf to f>din~J 1'e C ul'r mC,'f· 

DEAlt ~m,- -I haY<' to admcmledge yut~r kttt>r uf 1-ttlt ultinw, froll t 

which my Connnittet• note with plea"ure that ~·ou are itt agrt'PllH.'Il( with 
them as to the manner in which thi:-: ~uhject :;honlcl l)(· approada·Ll . 

Since the rcCl'ipt or .'·our lett<' l' undpr l'P]'ly , r !tan lwanl l'rolll tiLe 
TiPntsi n Chnmhl•r in "·Jto,.(• letter tlte,r ,:tat<· thPir willin~tH•:;,.: to co-ope:·a tl' 
with Hongkong and :-)hanglwi , n1er<'Iy a;-;king for a ;.light amt·tHlnH·nt ol' 
the thi rJ paragmph of the Jlemorial which ha,.: been agreed to hy my 
( 'ommiUe1•. 

A:; the altt•ra tion rluc,.: nut ill\·ul n' any ch:tugt" of princip!P. I a 111 

instructed to mere!:- call your attC'ntion to it and to for\\'a rJ hcrc·with th e 
)'Icmorial for yom ,.:i~nature.-Yonr~ fa ithfully. 

Ll~f"\.Lil•; .. J. ( ' lj BJTT. ~eerola.ry . 

The Scerdnry. llu.\ c:Ko :-< (~ C1E><~:Lt\L <: u.uJnli !l lll' C.•:ILJJEitCJ;. Hong­
kong. 

1 
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Ho:\"<:Koxc: GBXEUAL C'HAMBF.R OF l!oUl\lERCE, 

Hownwxu, 15th Augu,:t, 1903. 

lh:.\n /")JH,-] ban· to a<:knowleJg<· th~:> receipt of your l~:>tter of the 
tith instant, enc]o,:ing th<· III<•morial to tlw Diplomatic Bo<ly in Peking 
on tlw ,.:uhjPct of tiH• ( '11n·ene:· o[ China . The Tirnt~in ('hamb~:>r h:we 
aln•ady a<h·i,:ed Ill." Commit!<·<· of tlw pr<>J•O~ed altPration to Ht<• original 
draft n·ga rding the cJo,;ing of tlw Pro,·im:ial Mint,: to which yon refer, 
and [ l'nelos<' l'OJl." oF tiH· t<-legrau1,.: \1-hieh passe<! between this Chamber 
and your,: on tlH· 1 ihh in,:bmt. 

TlH• C'ommitt<'P of thi~ <..'hamlH~r arf' agreed that, in order to 
satisfactorily carry out the e:-:tabJi,;hment o£ a uniform national coinnge 
in China, the minting of Llw ( 'oins mmt be under the control of one 
authorit~-, but, as the Empire cowrs so great an extent and in the event 
of only one mint being maintained, which would in all probability be 
situated in or near tlH· Northern Capital, thlo'y consider South ()hina 
would blo' plaee<l at a tli~adnmtagl' owing to thr tim~:>, trouble and cost 
entailed in the tramft>r<•ncr of tlw crmle aml coinrd precious metals. It 
a pprar.~ to th<·m that th<· present ProYincial 1\Iint:-:, posse~ sing as they do 
twarl:- all tlw twt·essary requirentcnt,: in the ~hape of lmiltling.r.:, machinery 
and trnined em}'loyec~, might h<• continuetl (or at lmf't some of tlwm) 
with a<h-antag<• if takm ow1· h:· the Imperial Go\'crnment and placet! 
lllld< ·r on<' control ~n a~ to in~ur<' uniformity in the coinage. In so 
ft•adiJ.y agrering to the :'lliJ,..titution Or the \\'Ol'l[ "aOSOI'1JtiOJl" instead Of 
"clo~inp:'' in the )l<'lliOrial.nty Committee arC' plenseu to fiutl that you 
ar<' appar<•ntly in :tgrC'l'ment \\'it!J tlwm on this point. 

I am dir<·ctl•<l to dm\1' your ath•ntio11 to what appears to my Com­
mittee thr nth-i~nbility oE ,;('lHling a cop,- of the Memorial to each 
.:\I<'mlwr of tlw Diplomatic Bud)· -at PPkiug \Yhencwr the Doyen of 
that Body i~ adtlre~,:cd a,: in thi~ iustancr. In this way the 11ue,:tion at 
i,:sue i:-: at oncP brought lo the direct notice of each represcntatiYe of the 
nn·ion:' l'o"·ers :~n<l the cltn.liCC of obtaining a Minister';; fayouraLle 
con~idcration, e\·en when the :::uojed i~ one iu which he or his nation is 
uot dirrctl~- inhln·st<"<l in, i~ mon• probable. 1\iy ( 'ommittee will there­
fore lH• pleasetl to lea m that your ('ham her ,,-il] fall in with this 
sugg<·:-;tiou on tlw l're:;ent ocea,:ion. -I am, &e., 

A. H. LO WE, Secretary. 

LE:'LJJ-: .J. C'L'!HT'l', E~q., ~<'Cr<'Lary, UE:::>.~>HAL l 1JL-\MDI::Il OF COMMERCE, 

:)ha 11 glta i, &e. 
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TnAKSLATIOK OF TELEGRA;\lt; 'l'HA~smTTED BY TIIB CHAM­

BEHs OF CoMMERCE OF Hol\GKoxu AKD SH.\KGllAI 

0~ THE 13th AL'Gl'ST, 1903. 

From H ongkong :-

"May we sulJ:-:titut<• "absorption" in.':ltead of "clo::iug ' ' m 
Memorial to l'cking." 

From Shanghai:-

"In reply to your elHJttiry-Yes .. , 

HoNC:KOl\G GEXEHAL CH.\MBEU OF UommrtcE, 
H oKGKOl\<: , 2l:;:t August, 1903. 

Sm,-I am di rected to acknowledge the n•ceipt of your letter oE 
the 15th ultimo, intimating that ; ·om Committee had =-ignified their will­
ingne;-;s to :;nb~cri lw to the :joint :Memorial to the Diplomatic Body at 
P eking on th<' :;:ubjcct of a uniform ~ational Coinage Eor China and 
drawing attention to your Committee·,. :-:uggestion to the Shanghai 
Chamber that the clau:;e in the draft :MPmorial Llra wn up by that ('ham­
her referring to Article ] 1 oE the Bri ti~h ( 'omm<·rcial Treaty o£ Rhanghai 
1902 shonhl be :unemle<l in onletl to urge thr impodan('c of clo:'ing thr 
Provincial Mint~ ~o a:-; to r<:>ntler the proposed national coinage an 

effecti Y<' onr. 

lVIy Comlllittec gaYe thi,; matter their consiLleration aml whibt 
admitting that the :<nggcstion ma<k by yonr ( 'hamher \\'Ould havr the 
effect you antic-ipatr, thlo'y belieYc that the ah,.orption of the Provincial 
Mint~ by the Imperial GoYcrnment \YOuld bring about the "amP result. 
The chief rea.<:on \\·h ich infinenc<'d the l'ommi ttee of thi.~ ( 'lmrnLer in 
arri,·ing at this deci~ion wa,; that in the en•n t of onh· on<> ::\1int bein<T • 0 

maintained, \Yhich wonlJ in all probabilit.Y he ;-;ituated in or near the 
Northlo'm Capital, tlwy con,;ider Sonth China '"ould he placed at a 
disach·antagr, owing to thP time, troubl~:> allll eo"t entaikd in the tmn,;­
ferrnce of the cn uk and coined preciou,; mt·tab. It appear;; to them 
that the ProYincial Mint;-;, or some o£ them, pos,.:c"sing a,; tlwy do nearly 
all the nlo'cessary rcqnirt•ment" i.n th<' :::hape of building", machinery and 
trained employee;;, might be coutinue<l (or at lea,;t some of them) with 
advantage if taken O\'Cr by the Imperial UoYcrnmeut and placed under 
one control :;o a:; to insure uniformity iu the Coinage. 
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ThP Rhanulwi ( 'ha tllUl'l' <ran• their con.•pnt to the ,:l iuht alteration 
~ ~ · ~ 

made nPCt':<~a n· in the wunli ng of til l' :Ut> morial in order to r xpres:< thr 
vie11·,; lwld h ~· thi,; ( 'hamlwr on that particular point and the actual 
Menwria I wa; rct nl'lled tu them dnly . ..:ignctl on tbe 15th in,;tan t. 

J :un to <'x pre.•,; t iH• Iwpe tha t ;our C01mnitter \Yi ll lmYe no dilticulty 
in aCC<>p ting tlw :t lnendn H•nt a- it uow :< htlHk---I :un, &e., 

A. H. LO\ rliJ, Secretary. 
'l'hc Secretary, CHAJfB~I t OF ( 'u~lM l, H C f·:, Tient~in . 

:-l tu.>i lHLI.T GnxERAL ( 'H A )J BJ' n oF ( 'mLIJ g 1:cg, 

SHANGH.\I, 2nJ SPptembt•r, 190:3. 

D E A H SJH,-1 ltan• to tha nk you for your letter of 15th Augu . ..: ~ 
n>turnin<Y thr C+uld C'urrl•n c: ,· l\icmorial dulv "ivnpJ bv the ( 'hairman oF 

0 .. ... 0 .. 

your C 'ha mlwr. 

The .MP:n.)rial ha,; now IH·<•n forwanll:'d to the Tit>nt,:in ('ham her fo1· 
:-ignatnre, and ad i1;g on your ( ':>l lllllittPP.:< ;;ugge,:t ion copir,; of Lit<• 
l\Jemorial han· IJP<·n :.;<•nt. :1 t the ,:a mP ti m<>, with a reque:.;t to tht' 
Scnetary to fu ru i~h each or the Fort' igu idinistcr,: with a copy.- f atll. 
&c., 

LEI':iUE J. < :u BTTT, ~ecrl'l n ry . 

The ~ec reiary, Hn :\t ; J\\1:\U GJ':XJW.\L ('HA~UJEH o F ( ' c:lDlEltcr<:. 

l 'H.-\:I!BEn m · l 'o~m JmCE, 

8n<t<A.l'OHE, 1::!th Septe111 bcr, HlO;), 

D J.:Ait l':i rH,- 1 ha ,·(· to acknowh•dg<> t il l' n •eeipt in <lu<· cour:-:<· of 
YOur letter of HHh ultimo forwarding co)'ie,: of n •cent con e:::ponucncc 
~·plating to a join t MPnlorial fron1 thP C'hamlwr:: of Comn1crce of Shang­
hai, Tienbin and H ongkong :Hidre,.:,..P< l to the IJi plomatie Body at l't-'king 
on the ,:ubject of the insti tution of a un ifor m Xationall'oinage in ( 'hina . 

2. Tu t•xpre,::.;ing the thank,; of my C'onlnJittP<' for tiH' information 
you haw thu::: affon!ctl this C'hanll.Jer, I am de,.cired to add that they will 
1)(\ much intere:;te<l to learn of any fn rthcr :-:tep,.: that may lw taken in that 
dirPdioll, and of tht' result of tht> retn·esl·ntation by the l) uitcd ('ham­
IJcr".-Your::; fnitbfully, 

i'\ .1 d•;x. (; L ~N, ;-; l'Cr l' tnry. 

A. H. Low E, E sq. :-lceretary, liu:-ruK.<!:\1; lfEKJm.\ L < 'n .u tmm PF l'o~l­
~L GHCJ,, H ougkoug. 

ti l 
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Tn::--:T,.. l:\ (iE~ J.:H.\ L C'H.\.MJmR oF < \nmEnc~, 

T JF.:\TSIX, 15th Rt•ptrmhrl·, 190:3. 

S rn,- 1 am tlirected to acknowledge receipt of your letter of 21st 
ultimo, and now brg to inform you that tlw joint :Mctllorial has been 
safely receiYed f rom Shanghai, and, after being approyeJ by my Com­
mittee, has be€'n July ~igned and forwarded through the proper channels 
to thr Doyen of the Diplomatic ('orp~ at P eking. 

I am imtrncted to sny tha t my ( 'Otnmittee ~a11· no ren ,:on to J isagrec 
with th (' ,:l ight nlternt ion ma1lP by yonr ( 'ommittN' ro thr n1n endnwnt 
which wa:.; ~ngge~t<·d by thi ..: ( 'haml1rr. 

('opic;; of thl' .M~·nwr ial ha n· l H'(' ll :-<·nt to all the ::\Iinistl'rs m 
P rk ing.- I am, &c., 

A. F. ALOTR, f'ccrc·tary . 
Tlw Rec·retnry, OR~~F.TIAL ( ' II.Dlm:n oF ( 'o:\t'IIF.J:C'J ·: , Hongkong. 

H o xw, o Kt: G B:-.- F.R AL C HAMBEn OF ('uJUMEHCE, 

H o N n KO.Kf:, 2fl th Septemller, 1903. 

Sm,-I am in recei pt of yom lettPr of the 15th instnnt informing 
this Chamber that the joint Mr mor ial from the Chamber.~ of ( 'omnH~rce 
of Shanghai, Tient~in anJ H ongkong referring to the cu rrf'ncy of l'hina 
had b€'en i'ent to the Memlwr::: of thr Dir)lomatic BodY at Pekin<Y and . ,.., ) 

in ordPr that. a recor<l may bH pn bli:.:herl in the Annua l Heport of thi:-: 
Chamber, I am in;;tructed to a;;k you to he good <•nongh to furnish me 
with a copy (:.:howing the ,:igna turei<) , togethr r wi th a li:-:t of thos<' per­
son:< to whom it wa:- addre!'.~ed.-J haYe, &e .. 

A. H. LOWE, S<'crdary. 
Thr Sr<'r<·tn ry, Gl~XETI. \ r. C HAilfl3EH OF ( ' OMl\'lF.RCF., Tirnt:.:in. 

( 'o LO:S:lAL SECHETAHY's (h' FfCE, 

Ho:s<GK.Ol'W :2!-J th Septrm ber, 190:3. 
Sm,- '\Vi th reference to your lrtter of t lw 30th .July an d my reply 

of the following day on the :;nhjPct of t hP Curreney <Jllr~tion , I nm 
J irPcted to inform you that a dr:-:patch, of which I <'nc]o,..e a copy, has 
)lOW hPen received from the Recrrtary of Sta.te for the C'olonie;;. H is 
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Ex~ellen c.v tlw Gowmor hn~ tlit'PCtC'<l thnt the cotT<'~l'ondC'JlCC he print<'<l 
an<llaid upon tlw table of L<·gi:-.Jati,·o ( 'onncil.-T hnn·, &c., 

F. H. MAY, Colonial Secretary. 
The Secretary, CHA~IBER OF CoMMERCE, Hongkong. 

Downing Street, No. 305. 
22nd August, 1903. 

Sir,-1 han.• th0 honour to,aekno,Ylrdge the receipt of yonr d0:::pa tch 
~o. 174 of tlte 2nd April. with it,.: <•nelo:<11re~, on the ~nhjcct of the 
cnrr<'ll0}' in H ongkong. 

I regrrt thnt I han• not l'l'tut·nc·d an !'arlicr rrply to your despatch, 
whieh ha,, howe\'Pr, been rPcPi,·ing my ear<:'ful attention. I trnnsmit 
to yon herewith a cop:· o£ r<:'~olu tion:; agreed to at a rcc<'nt conference 
hct\YC<'n Drlcgation,.: from the Unitrd Rtate,.:, C'hina and l\{exico and 
Representatiw;: of thi;; country rt-garding t ll<' mOJwtary :'ptcms of >"ilYer­
using conntriC'R nnd the p,.:tabli,.:hment of a national currency in the 
Chinese Empire', tog0ther with a copy of a Mc:<:<age from the Presid<'nt 
of the United Stat<:',- which led up to thC' Conference. The Delegations 
are now tli,.:cn,.:si ng the :::iln•r qur~tion \Yith R<'presentatiYcs of different 
Governmenb; in Europe. 

It Jops not app<:'ar <·xpellit>nt to d if'cm;,.: further at the present stage 
the po,.sihility o£ e>-tabli:;hing a gol(l ;;tanclard in Hongkong, the 
J ifficultie:; of which arc clc•arly ,.:tate<l in your de,.:patch. It appears to 
me to he ont of the <jue,.:tion to entertain the idea of adopting a gold 
standar d of cun ·pncy for the Colony while ('hina remains a ,.:ih ·er sta.nd­
ard country, and T <lo not, thercfol'C', con;;idC'r that i t would be expedient 
to appoint a ('omm i,.:~ion to cnquir<• into t he ~nbject.-I haw, &c., 

J . ( !FfAMTIBULAI X. 

Govcmor ~ir H enry A. Blak0, G.C.M.G., 

g'l'., t~'<'., 

CoNFF:RENCE BETWREX D r.:LEGATIQN,.; .FIWM THE UKl'l'ED ~TA'l'E:-;, 

CITINA AND l\IExrco, ANn Hm'RESE~TATIYF.s oF GnEAT B RITAJS. 

Points rrganling monetar y ~r~tem:; for silvcr-n,.:ing conutries on 
which the Conference unanimously agree:-
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1. That the adoption in ~ilver-ming countrifls of the gold standat·d 
on the basis of a silver coin o£ unlimited legal tender, but with a fixrd 
gold value, would g rea.t.ly promote the development of those countries 
and stimulate the trade hetween those countries and countries already 
possessing the gold standard, besides enlarging thr investment opportu­
nities of the world. 

2. That a national currency for the Chinese Empire, consisting of 
:;ilvcr coins which shall he fnll legal tcntlel' throughout the E mpire, is 
urgently desir ablr>. 

As ~on a:; practicable, ~teps ,.;hould be taken for the establishment 
in China of a fixPd relation between the silver unit. and gold. 

3. That approximate uniformity in the coinage ratio between gold 
and the ~ilver coim of ~nch countl'ie:; as may he>reafter adopt ~L gold 
standard is drsirahl r . 

4. That, if there arP no further :>erious changes in the price of 
silver bullion, it is desirable that the coinage ratio between gold and tho 
silver coins of those silve1·-using countries which may hereafter adopt a 
gold standard should be fixed at about 32 to 1. 5. 

That fluctuations in the price of silver bullion would, to some 
rxtent, he prevented by reasonable regularity in the purchase of silver 
required by each Government for actual coinage purposes, and that such 
regularity is desirable, and might be adopted, as far us possible, in each 
country. snhject to its monetary policy and convenience. 

Great Britain: 

.TAS. L. MACKA y . 

BW.RN CJAMERON. 

llOBERT 0 HALMEHf>. 

\V. BLAI N. 

GEORGE vV. JoHNSON. 

China: 
r-L<\.LLIDAY MAcAR1'NF.v. 

! VAN CREN. 

United States : 
H. H. HANNA. 

CHARLES A. ( )ONAN'l'. 

.h~RRMTAH \V. ,JF.NKF:. 
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kfetr.icn: 
R:::\RIQUE ( :. ('REEL. 

LPIR CAl\fACRO. 

Eno. MEADE. 

Enw ARD Bnusa. 
'l'F1CHNTCAT, COUNSELLOR. 

Tm-xT:-;IN GENF.RAL UrrAMBI~n OF CoMMF1RCE, 

Tn<:NT:-;TN, ~Jth Octohrr. 190;-1. 

Sm,-I am in rN·eipt of yom lettc• t· of 29th nltimo. and a~ rryuc . ..:tc·d 
thf'rein I beg to hmHl you h<•J·rwith n ropy of th<> 1·rcent joint {\nTC'ucy 
.Memorial. whieh I prt':"lllll(' i:- " ·hat yon dt>:::ire though thP \lOrding or 
_,·our letter leaye,.: Jll E' in :'OilH' Llou ht. I also attach. a;; refJue:-:ted, n li,:t 
o£ the J.\1ini;.;t('J';.;, etc-., to whom copi~>;.; of tlw )1emorial w(•rc· !'l'nt.­

I have, &c., 

A. F. ALGIE. Secretary. 
The Secretary. GEX~HAL ('HAMBEH OF CoMMRRCE. Hongkong. 

To Ht~ J~X CJ<; LLICNCY F. a. CoNGlW, Mum-;T"It FOil TrTI<: 

UxJ'I'RJ> ~TA'J'l~l'i oF AIImHICA. ANl> Don:" o ,.­

'I'A J•; Dl PL0l\1A'J'[(.; ( 'ORP~. PF.KlK(;. 

Rhanghai, lith AugLl~t, UJ0:-3. 

Sir,-\V e. thr undrr~igncd (~ha mlH'r,; of l'onunrrce of S hanghai, 
Hongkong, and Tient,:in, rei'peetfully hrg to b1·ing to ~·ou 1· notice tlu• 
,;eriouo;; di;.;abiliti e;.; ttn<lPr 1\'hieh thi:-: ( 'ountry la hour:-: h.Y rf'a!'on of the 
,·iolcnt fluctnation,; in the gold ntltu• of sih-er. an<l tlw pn•-<ing nPed 
thereb_y occasioned for tlw prompt in trod nction of rPnwd ia 1 lltPa;>ure:;. 

In appma,chiug thi:; subjec t we are fully aware of tlw <lifficultin!> 
with which it is surronnded. bnt while in no way ;;ecking to minimi~e 
these difficultir,; we venturr to think that if tltP Treaty .Power:-: sbcw 
thrir de,;ire to rrncler to China. their .~ylllpathetie n . ..:si:-:tanc<•, ~hr ma)· he 
cneourag<:>d to take t lw i11itiati vf' iu endeaYouring to P:dricate tlJt• 
country from th<• financial confu:-tion into which it lm.-' driftrd and to 
a,·ert t.h<' ruin which furtlH'r inadion :::ePms to thrf'aten. 
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lJuder l'laww U of the Treaty recputly eonc-ludecl with Great 
Britain, China, agree:-t to take tlu~ necessary st<:>p :; to proYid(' for an 
uniform National ( 'oiua.gE>, and it is in the fulfilment of this Clause of 
the Treaty ( whieh to be effectiYe mui't iuclmle the absorption of the 
PrO\·iucial l\1iub;) that. we recogni:;e the preliminary st<•p to the much 
needed reform,.:. 

1t is hanll.r uec:e:;~a,ry to poii1t out how essential it i s to the Powers 
carrying on traUEl with C'hina-auclno less to <1hina herself that this 
r1uestion of nn uniform coinage, as a preliminary step to the establish­
ment of a currem~y on a Gold basis, Le taken in hand nt once, nor, on 
the other ha,nd. to dewon~trate thE~ dangers attendant ou delay. It is 
only too well known by Traders that the constant fluctuation o£ silver, 
converting as it may, a profitable contract into an ultimate Jo~,-, engenders 
a feeling of in,.:ecurity iu all commercial transactions which cannot fail 
to hinrler the expansion of trade. 

.Mon,J hy tlw1<e con,;icleratious and feeling C'OJtfillent that what.ever 

measures m a.'· ,.:ubsc<J uently he found to be desirable or feasible, the first 
step is t h(• <'~tablisluneut of a National Coinage, as provided for by 
Treaty, we re~peetfully beg that the Representatives o£ the Treaty 
Powers in Peking lose no opp01·tunit;- o£ urging upon the (~hinese 

Government the imperative necessity of taking this matter in hand 
without delay.- \Ve hltw, &c., 

H. ING LIS, Chairman, Shanghai General Chamber of Uonunerce. 

EDBERT A. HEWETT, Chai rman, Hongkong Ueneral Chamber 
of Oommerce. 

J. .M. DH 'KlNSON, ('hainuau, Tient,:in Ueueral ChamhL'r of 
l'ommerce. 

.lYwne.~ '!!' JJi,ti sters, ~~·c. , in P ekiuy to u:fwo1 Cot'ies of I hP 

Cu·ITent!J Jlemr)l·ial ICf'l'e se1tl. 

l\1on::-. u'ALMEH>A, Uhargc <l'Affaires for Portugal. 

Hi~ Excellency P. J~ESSAR, H. I. H. M:~ Envoy Extraordinary 
nml MinistPr Plenipotentiary. 

Hi~ Excellc•Jley U CIIIDA YAsuYA, H. I. J . .M.'.~ Em·oy Extra­
ordinary anJ MinistPr PlenipotPntiary. 
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Hi,- Excellency Count G-. G ALLINA, H. I. I. ].\{. ', Euvoy Extra­
ordinary ami Minbter P leuipotentia ry. 

His Excellency S ir EHNEST S.ATOW. G.c.:~-r.G., H. B. M.'s Envoy 
Extraon.l inary and .i\tlini:;ter P lenipoten t.ia r~·· . 

Hi~ .IDxcdlen<.;y Dr. VoK Sci:!WABZENS'l'EIN, H. I. G. J.\11.'~ 1Dnvoy 
E xtraordinary <md Mini~ter Pleuipotentiary. 

Hi:- Excellency G . DtsJIAlL, .Envoy Extraordinary and Miu­
ister P lenipotentiary for F rance. 

His E xcellency Baron CziKANN DE \ -\<" AHLHull, His l mpl. aud 
Apo.~tolic Majesty's Em·oy ExtraordinarY aml Minister 
Plenipotentiary. . • 

H is Excellency M. J ou::>'fl~Ks, Euvoy Extnwrdina.ry and Min­
i::;ter Plenipoteutiary for Belgium. 

1\Iou,., W. J . OuiJENDYK. Charge cl'Affaires fo1· tlJe Nether­
lan ds. 

His Excellency B. J. cle COLOGAN, Envoy Extraordinarv auJ 
Yfin i:<tnr Vk niporrntia ry for ~pain . 

Tn:N'l'::liN U.~o.:NJ>}{AL t 'u.umEu vi<' CoMMERCE, 

'.rmNTSIK, 14th Uduber, HW3. 

Sm ,- 1 h:we the honour to enclose:-

(a .) Copy of a letter from the Senim· Con:;ul at Tieutsin under 
date. TiE>n ti'\in, 13th October. 

(h .) <Jopy of a letter from the Doyen of the Diplomatie Corp~ 
under date. Peking, gth October . 

(t.) Copy of lll)' reply to the Senior Uou::.td at Tient:-iu. 

The J espatch of the Doyen at Peking although it adds nothing to 
our knowledge of what progrcs::; i:-: contemplated Ly the I mper ial Gov­
ernment i:;, a t any rate, >'atisfactory as giving expres~ion to sympathy 
with the Yiews held uy the Chambers.-! am, &c., 

.r. M. DW KlNSON, Chairuw n. 

To the l'bairmfl Jl, l'Ha~Jllim (>f l'OJUMEJ:\CE, H ongkoug. 
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H. B . .i\1. ·, Consulate thmeral, 
Tieutsin, 13th October, 1903. 

Sir,-With re£en·uce lo your letter of the lOth Septt>mbE>r inclos­
ing a comnmnication f rom the Chambers of Commerce of Shanghai . 
H ougkong anu Tiontsin . for trausmi:;sion to the Doyen of. the Diploma­
tie Body at Peking, which document J duly forwarded to it~ JE>stination 
on the 11th Sept<~tuber, 1 heg now to inclo.~e a copy of the reply rec<,iveJ 
yesterday from Baron Uzi KANK, tlw present Doyen, to your letter. May 
I ask you to conunuu icatc the :;a me to tlH• ShmJghai and Hongkong 
t 'hamhers in UU(' cour:;e.-I am, &c., 

L. l '. Ho.PKIK:;. Con:>ul G ew,•ral. 

J. M. Dickiu.~on, E;.:y. Chairman . Tienbill G<·nera I (']mm ber of 

Oommere<·. 

Au,trian-Hungarian Lcgatiou in Uhiua, 
Peking, tith Oetober, 1903. 

~ir,-1 have boeu honoured by you with a Peti tion of th<, Cham­
bers of Commerce of Ticntsin. Shanghai all<l Hongkong, by whi<"h tht~se 
hodie:; have exprt-~~('d HH•ir de.sire to ~('I' : l 1111 i ronn coinag(' adopted iu 

China. 

The LJiplomatic lloJy i~ bigltly iukre;,t('d witl1 a 4ue:;tiuu of this 
uature allll grentl.'· apvn·ciate till~ dl'ons and :.wal of tlw Chamhors of 

( 'ommercP. 

I shall fed uuligeJ it you will l'Ullllllllllicato thi:; l'('ply tu dte CJhair­
llleU of the :;aid three Chamber:'.-1 han•, <\c .. 

The Scuior Coll"U 1, Timtsin. 

:\f. UzJKAKK. 

Ticnt,in Ucucral CLamber of Uommercc, 
Tient:;in, Hth October, 1903. 

Sir,- 1 have t he honour to aclmo"·ledgc receipt of your letter 
under ye,;terday'~ Jate euclosing a copy of a communication addressed 
to yourself a~< Doyeu of the Consular CJorp~ at Tientsin hy Baron ( ~zlKANN, 
the present Doyen of t he Diplomatic Corp;.:, and having r~>fcrencE:' to a 
letter under <laic of the 10th ul timo, adJre:i:>ed lo that Body hy the 
l'hamber;.: of Commercl' at Hongkong, Shanghai aud Tien t~iu. 
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lu accordance \\itlt your wi: ... he,.. I will conllllllllicate thi,; reply to 
the Chamber.~ conc:f'rned.- [ alll, &<' .. 

.) . :\1. DICJUN:·5U);, Uhairnnu1. 

L. U. Hopkin,;, Es1h H. B. 211. ·, ( 'onsul (fpneral and Reuior Cousu l, 
Tientsin. 

The Crown Ag-ents and Contracts with Private Firms. 

Tu~<: ( 'RYJ,O); ( 'H~IBEH OF l'uMMEHCF., 

l'uLOliiBU, iu1l Apr il, UJ03. 

DEAlt Sm,-T :till dirc<"ted by mr l'ollllllittl'e to solicit inforllla tion 
from your Cham ber 011 the a hove SlllJjcd, which ha.:; gin•n ri~P to I 'OII­

~iuerable discu~:>ion among:;t Olll' }Iercantilt• l 'onuuunity duri11g the la;.:t 
lt( months. 

The local importer,; 111aiutaiu that Government shoulu do their 
utmost to encourage local trade b~· placing their onlcrs with Colombo 
.B"'il'lns for materials n·quircd for the con;.:truction of pul1lic work~'<, in 
pref e>r('nce to inul'nting for all s upplie:- upou the Crown Agent:;, anu it 
i..; as~erted that i'illch a policy (1wmely the throwing of the Lusiucss opt·n 
to competition) would prow more t:>conomical to Government and also 
that the Merchant,.: who an• themf;elve:; taxpayer;; have a fair claim to h(' 
allowed to tender for the :...upply of good,; towarcls whose purchast' they 
tll('DJSC'h·e,; couhibuh•. 'l'lwn· i,; anoth<'r ;;ectiou consisting of locnl 
building contractor.~ who ;;trongly p rote::;t against th e preRent sy:<t<Jm 
which obtaius in regard t? the construction of public bniluings and 
other works. Thest:> are Marly all C'Xecuted by the Public V\' orb De­
partment in co-opera tion with the Government Factory. It is argued 
that ""ere Governlllent to cou::;ent to place building contract:< with pri­
vate firm::: by tt:>nUC'r, far greater t:>xpeuition and economy would 'Le 
~eetn·eu, anu loeal indu~trie,.: greatly fo:-tereu. My Committee are 
somewlmt in sylllpathy with tlw alloY ( ~ arguments, but a re not confluent 
that a movement a;;:;ailing tlte " ( 'rown Agent;;;" ;;y;;;tcm, the P ublic 
"\'Vork:; Department :wu the Gowmment li'nctorY would haYe a success-
ful issue. • 
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I am dit·ected to r1H1 nire whethl'r you ar<' ablt> to give m: any inform­
ation regarding thr working of the "Crown Agt->nh-: ., sy:<tem and the 
Public \York:; D epartmen t in your Colony in re lation to the interests of 
yonr loca 1 ~.ie rchant~ and or Contractor:<. 

Thanking :von in antieipation,- I am, &c., 

FRED. W . WAT~DOO K, Secretary. 
The SP.crt>tary, HoNGKO~G CJ HAllfBEH OF CoMMERCE, Hongkong. 

H oNGKONG GENERAL UHAMBER OF CoMMERCE, 

H ONGKONG, 24th July, 1903, 
D EAR S11~,-T am Jirl'ctc(l to acknowledge the receipt of your lett<'r 

of the 2ml A pril last ,.:olicitiug information a;; to the working of the 
"Crown AgPnt;.:" SptPm and the Pnhlie "\Vod;::,.: Depar tment in this 
( 'olonv in r elation to the in ter<'><t of loC'al Merchant,.: aml ('on tractor,;. 

As local conuitionR vary so much in different l'r0\\'11 Colonies, my 
Committee f<'t>l they are hardly i11 a po::ition to ropl:· in deta.il to a ll the 
points raised in ;·our lt>tter unuer r eply. 

You will gather from the enclosed report, No. 13/1902 dated 29th 
March, 1U02, of thr ( 'ommis~ion appoin ted hy H. E. tlw Governor on 
l Uh October, 1901, to inqnin> into the Pnblie \ V orb Department, that 
~ome of t,hC' matters rcforre>!l to bv yon haw Le en the ,.:u hject of com­
paratively rec(•nt i.nyc,.:tigation he~·e, .. anti , in ordPr tha t n1y Committee 
might be in a better position to con:<ider this matt<'t", :1 ;;eriPs oE que:;tion::; 
w:i~ (lrawn up and pt·esl:'nte(l by the Representative of th i:-o Chamber at 
a recent Meeting of the Legislat,iYe Council. A copy of the latte r• 
together with the Colonial Secretary'~ replies, i~ enclosed for yonr 
information, and needs little further explanation. 

If, as would appear, it be a fact t.hat no rC'pntahk firm would be 
exduded from the Crown Agents' li:;t, tlw opportnnit.'· of tendering for 
Government supplies i:> rea1lily obtainable, aml my Uommittee do not 
consider that the extra cost to the ( 'olony through ('mploying the Crown 
Aaentg is incommensumte with t ll(' :<f\rvieP." rt>111l('re.d. 

"' 
[n tbis eonut'ction it must not. bP forgottt>n that the Urown Agents 

undPrtake a COIJSiuerablc amount of work relating to the engagement of 
all Briti~h (•mploycr,;, such a:< the PolicP, H ospital N nr,.:es, Sanitary 
Ufficials, and other t rained as~istant:;, requirerl to complete the staff o£ 
the variou,.: GoYPI'IllHrnt D ep:ntmrnt:<, nnd for w hi cb no sp<'cifit• eh~n·ge 

is madf'. 
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Th,, question of t lw ach-i:<n bility of placing G-on-'rmnent building 
(·ontmcts in the hands of priYatC' firm~ ha;.: also been dealt with by the 
Uommission bcfon• ref0ned to, and mv Uommittec endorse the view 
that public work::: of "a £:pceial n a tur~ or of urgency'' might with 
advantage he Pntmste<l to priva.tP firm~. 

I am al;.:o to add that, "honld your Chamber desire a further 
interchange of idea!', my Committee will he pleased at any time to 
continue the discnRRion of th il' impMtant. question.-J am, &c., 

A. H. LO WE, S ecretary. 

The Secretary, ( !HA:I:I:BER OF l'OMl'lmRCE, Colombo. 

(F:m·losttre.) 

Ifon_rtlwnp 1-'e(tislatice C'ou.nril Meeting, 7t!t .T"l.';, 1903. 
THE CROWN AGENTS. 

Ptu-.~nant to notic·c. the Hon. Rht>wan asked tlw follo·wing que~­
tions :-

vYill t.he Honourable the Uolouia l flet:t·cta ry be good enough to 
giYo the · following in(cll'lnation respecting the working of the ( ~rown 
AgC'nt~ s!·;.:t0m with rogrml to thi..: Colony: -

The Colonial Secrctnr.v replird to the quE'~-
1 ions ns folloii"S :-

1. (,z.) What mcthrul_i< nrloptcd fot· pa~·· I. (11.) The Crown Agents and their cm-
ing the Crown Agents.' ployc':s arc pairl salm'ics our. of the contribu­

tions of all the CnloniP• employing their 
.::<'l'f'ire!'. 

(b.) Do t he C1·owlt A~cut;; rcccil·c a com. {h.) ~"-
mission on· onler!' cxprntetl ill• ~c1clitin:t to 
rcgnlar sal~·ries ~ ·· 

(c.) Do they receive remuneration from (r-.) Oul.1· the r~gniRr contributimts pairl 
other Crown Colonies in addition to this.' to the fund for ;alarics and other rxprn~~-'. 

:J. What is tbc a nnual sum paid hy ti.1·1 :2. i'tatemen t ntfache<t. 
Colony to the Urown Agents during- tiH' 
past three year>:. !!iving sulary and er mmi•· 
~ions separutel_v. m what am1u •l sum ha~ 
!)pen charged to rile Colon~, FM thl' ~<'I"<"iC<!,; 
of t.he Crown Ap:011t~ .' 

The st~Lemc1H refened to i< a~ foliow~ :-
0/0 <:ommis~io11 on store~. 

1 °/0 ,. payment of intere<t on 
loan. 

i 0 }0 , . ,. :o;ubsidia1·y Coin~. 
£J.i0 per anunm for tran<;ftcting the ~<'11<'­

ml busine~> of' the Colon~·. 
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1900. 

Commission paid on 
stores, ..... ............ £255. 1.0=$2,542.8:2 

Commission paid on 
payment of in teres~ 
on loan, ... .•..... .. ... 39.18.0= 39!!.37 

Commission pai<l on 
Subsidiary Coins,... 566. 8.8= o,60l.59 

For transacting the 
~eneral busine.'s of 
the C'olony, l.iO. 0.0= I ,'iOII.l l 

£!.Oil. 7.8=$HI.04H.8!1 

1901. 
Commission pai(l on 

stores, .......... . . ..... £222.:l.6=S2,290.il 
Commission paid on 

payment. of interest 
on loan, ........ . .. .... 14.19.0= Hll.7J 

Commission paid on 
Subsidiary Coins. ... 3H. 4.1='= 3,526.14 

For transacting the 
!!eneral buRiness of 
the Colony. 150. 0.0= 1,549.86 

£731. 6.7=$7.528.42 

1902. 
Commitision paid on 

stores, ... . .. . . . ....... .. £278.18.5=$3,207.73 
Commission paid on 

payment of interest 
on loan, ... . . . ..... .... 29 .18.0= 340.82 

Commission paid on 
Subsidiary Uoins,.. . 1%. O.i>= 2, I.J.fi.01 

For transacting the 
general business of 
the Colony. I oO. 0.0= 1,722.77 

£654.16.10=$7,417.33 

(::.'d.) A. M. Tbomson. 
C. T. 

3. (a.) Are all 01\lcr~ for material. etc.. 3. (-t.) Yes. 
sent to J~urope on bel..tn.lf of the L'olony . 
made thmugh the Crown Agents .' 

(b.) l£ not. what syst'!m is adopted with (b.) Unnecessary to answer. 
regnnl to such orders which nrc not execute< I 
bv the Crown Agents 1 

. 4. (u .) What system is a<loptcrl to ensure, 4. (a.) The competi ti.v~ syste~ cou~lcrl 
tbat all orde1· on behalf of the Oniony are)with professLOnalsnpervlstouand 1nspectLOn. 
executed by tile firm best able to catTy out 
the wo1·k at the most reasonable price? 

(b.) If orders are put up to tcnrlt>r only (b.) and (c.) No definite information i~ 
for those firms on the Crown Agents' lists, available on these points, but a reference ~o 
how are these fi rms selected~ Appendix 22 of the Report of the Pubhc 

(c.) Cfln anv n•putable firm~ on applic- Works Commission shows that ~n 10 yeat:s 
ation be placed on the Crown Agents' lists, the Crown ;\gents camed out 379 ordHlS 
or <lo tbe Crown Agents exercise a right to lfor the Pubhc Works Depa.rtment, a~d that 
refuse to place n firm on their list 1 these orders were placed w1~h 1?1 dtfferent 

Firme. Tbe ' fie ld •of seleet10o ts therefore 
very wide. 'No objection is raised by the 
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(d.) In the event. of ~ncb a refuRal, ha;; 
the firm thus rejected any right of appeal 
and, if so, to w horn ! 

I 

Agents if thi' Government asks that a 
particnlar order may he placed wit~h a par­
ticular firm. fi nd the Government bas even· 
reason to be satisfied with the quali ty nn;l 
]n·iee nf the store;; supplied to it. 

(rl.) Ye;;. To the Secretary vf State f,,r the 
Colonies. I woulcl Jay on the t-able Parlia­
mentary P>lper C.s.0.

0

7;') of lii8 l1·elative to 
the functions of the Crown ,\gent~, which 
has alreacl v been laid on this table in 1894. 
I will also "quote the opinion of the majorit-y 
of the P ublic Works Commi~~ion 1902 on 
page VI of i ts Rcpol'l :-

II.E. the Govemor :-I don't. th ink i t i;; 
necessary. 

THE CF:YLON 0 HA1KRF:H OF CoMME r-tcR, 

CoLoMBO, Rth Sept ember, ] 90:1. 

DEAR Sm,-I am rliredt"d to acknowledge n•ceipt of yonr lett<"r of 
24th July aml it,: Pnclo~urt>~, nntl to <•xpr<'~" thf> thank~ of my ( 'ommit­
tee for the intere~tiug information it. eontain~, relatin· to the working 
of "Crown Agents" System and the Pnhlic 'Work.; Departmen t in your 

Colony. 

I am further desired to expre~s tlw thanks of thi~ Chamb<'r to yonr 
Committee for offering to continue at any time the discussion of thi.~ 
subject with a view to a fur ther interchnng t\ of idt'as, which may he 
found of considerable as~iRtanct' .-f am. &c., 

F. M. S il\IIPSON, S<'cn"tar: ·. 

The Secretary, H oNGKONC: GENJ~I~AL UHAr.mRn OF C!oMMRRCE. H ongkong. 

J 
Prohibition of Coolie Immigration at Singapore. 

( :HA MBRR OF ( ~mDrF.RCF., 

S rNGAl'Olm, J 2th .J nne. 1DU3. 

Sm,--1 have the honour to f'nelo:<e for thr information of vou r 
Chamber copies o£ the following eorrespondenee:- -

Letter from the ( 'olonial SccrPtary, dated tlw lltlt in:<tanL 
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HPply thereto from the Chamber of Commerce, dated 12th instant, in 
counection with the prohibition of immigration of coolies from H ong­
kong- of w hich you haw doubtless received official notification­
in con,;equent·t> of the number o£ cases of l'lague that have recently occur­
I'Cll on board ~tt>amers a rriving here w·ith coolies from your Port. 

2. It \\'ill be ol1F'erwd that the A ustrinn steamer Jlelpomene 
whieh :m·inJd hPn' on the l Oth in ~tant, reported three draths from P la­
guP dur ing the Yoyage, and that two cases of Plague were found on 
hoard upon he1· a rrinl. Further, that this i~ the fourth time recently 
that Plague ha~ been fouu d on .-essel~ from H ongkong. 

i\. Whilt> my ( 'ommi ttt>e feel compdlt>d to ~npport the GoYemmcnt 
of thi~ l'olony in an_>" rea~onable course taken to keep Singapore free 
fro111 ~o dirt> a enlam ity a~ would he the introuuction of Plague among 
om ( 'o nllllUility, ~ till from thl' point of Yit>w of inter-tradP with H ong­
kong th<' t'our~e i~ one which thi~ Chnmlwr undoubtedly feels to be se­
riou,.:l.\· rPgrettablc. 

-!. The object that my Committee ha~ in dirt>cting me to communi­
cat<· with you on thi~ subject, is re,.:pcctfully to enquire whether some 
mt>an,.: of an cxaminatiou of Ohine~e passengers from Hongkong for 
Ringa pon• could not be devised and put into practice of so much more 
stringent a nature a~ would be likely reduce to a minimum the chances 
of P lague case.; oceurrin~ on the vvyage or arriving here. 

5. The last thing that Singapore would ever desire is to have qua­
rantine or prohibition applying hert> to ,teamer::; arriYing from Hong­
kong, and if any action on your side eau be dcYised of reducing the 
risk of this to a minimum, it would not be le:"s agreeable to u~ than "·e 
feel it would lw to om· neighbour:< and friend,.: of Hongkong.- I haw, &c., 

ALEX. J . GUNN, Secretary. 

The Secr!:'tary, ( 'HAMBEH OF l\niMEJ-tCE, Hongkong. 

L'oJonial Secrt>tary'~ Offict>, 
tlJNGAPORE, lltb June, Hl03. 

Sil'.- 1 alll dirPdt•d to iufor lll you that the Port H ealth Officer has 
reported that thP Ausb·iaJJ Steam Ship Jlelpomene which arriYed 
.\'P:<terda.'· from Hongkoug r<Jpor h d thr <'t> dea tli~ from P lague Juring the 
Yoyage and tlwt two e:t~e>' of Phl gu(' \H~l' <" fount! on Loan! on her arrind . 
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2. As this is the fourth time recently that Plague has been foun d 
on wssels from Hongkong, His Excellen('y proposes to prohibit the im­
migration of coolies from that port, anJ I am to enquire if the Chamber 
of <.'omnwrce have any objections to rai,:e to this <'OUr"e being taken. 

a. The favom of an early reply j,. re<rm'"ted.--I haVl' &c., 

A. IV. U'S l'LLI\.AN, for l'oloninl Secretary . 

The SH·-retary, Chamber of ( 'onnnerce, Singapore. 

Chum ber of Comlllerce, 

Singapore, 12th June, 1903. 

Sir,-1 have the honom to acknowledo·e the recei1)t o£ vour letter 0 • 

of 11th iustaut stating that the Port Health Officer has notified that the 
Austrian S. S. Nielpomene which arriwJ on lOth instant from Hong-

. kong reported three deaths from Plague during the voyage and that two 
cases of Plague were founJ on hoarJ on her arrival. that as this is the 
fourth time recently that PJagtw ha~ bel'Jl found on vessels from Hong­
kong, His Excellency the Governor propo~es to prohibit the immigration 
of cooliet; from that port, and enquiring if the C'hnmlwr have any 
objection;,; to raise to that cour~e being taken. 

2. I am instructed to reply that tlw l'haml)('J' do not hesita te to 
~upport His Exc~?llency',: proposed action in thi.~ mo,:t important matter. 
-I have, &e., 

ALE x. J. G DiN, Secretary. 

The Honourable Colonial t'cen·tary, Strait,.: Settl<>mcnts. 

HoNGK ONG GE::\EH.U• C'H.-I.MB.~<;u Olf CollllllEHCE, 

HoNGKOKG, 30th July, Hl03. 

SIH,- J am directed to ncknowledge the receipt of yom letter of 
th~? 12th ultimo, stating your ('hambt'r's l'easons for ~;upporting tlw r<'­
cent action of the Straits Govermnent in prohibiting the immigration of 
coolies from Hongkoug, and enelo:;ing th() cotTeSl)OtHll•nce in relation 
thereto. 
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The Committee of this Chamber have con,;idered your inquiry as to 
whether :"ome means of examination of Chinese pns,;euger5 could not be 
devised of a more stringent nature than at present exi~ts in order to re­
<lucc to a minimun the chance,: of Plague cases occurring on the voyage 
or on arrival at your port, and they are of opinion that no examination 
Ll'fort' leaving thi" port would be found ndequnte to prevent ca~es of 
Plague occurring on the voyage to Singapore. 

I am to point out that the pa,:sag<> money is the only benefi t derived 
by this Colony from this coolie traffic, and the profit on i t i~ not large 
enough to allow of any furthl' r expense,; heing incurrrd hy the steam­
ship owners. Neither can the emigrating coolie afford to do anything 
m this direct.ion through want o£ nece;;~ary capital. 

My Committee feel compelled therefore to :<ugge5t that if f'hine.~e 
labour is nece!'sary in order to suppl~· tlw labour market of your Colony 
it woulcl doubtless be to thr advantage of the Singapore community to 
found a r<egregation camp on one of the nunH:•rous adjac<•nt islands, 
where the coolie!; could be landed free of any fur ther co~t o1· <lelay to the 
carrying steanwr. Thl? tran;;fer of the coolie;; into Singapore could then 
he regulated in accordance with the r~?qu iremenb of your Colony and at 
the expense of tho:<e employers of lahonr who profit by their employ­
ment. 

No such faeilitie." are at the di,.:po~al of thi,; Colony; laml is ~em·ce, 

and the cost of gun ruing, feeding and shipping the coolil'" to and from 
an islaml camp near h!?r<• would he more than thP trade is worth to the 
~hipping owner,.:, and my Committee cou Id not thereforr recommend the 
Goverument or the >:hipping interest,.: to embark on any >-uch under­
taking. 

My Committee de,.ire me to express their appreciation of the friend­
ly nature of your enquiry and to inform you that they will be pleased 
at any time to discuss this or any other matter having for its object the 
well-being and furtherance o£ the trade between the two Colonies.-! 
have, &c., 

A. H. LOWE, Secretary. 

ALEx. GuNN, Esq., Secretary, CHAMBEH OF CoMMERCE, Singal_Jore. 
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( 'HAMBEI{ Olf l'u~IMEHCJ!:, 

SJXGAPOHE, ] 5th Augu!'t. ] 903. 

SIB.- I have to acknowledge the l'E'<:Pipt of your letter of aoth ul­
timo on thr ~ubject of coolie immigration from Hongkong to thi :o port, 
anti am directf>d to thank you for the information anJ sugg<'stions you 
have been good t'nough to com mtmicatP. Your :>ugge::;tions h:wo the 
attention of my l'ommittct'.-Your::: faithfully, 

ALEX. J. Gl:NN, Secretary. 

A. H. LowE, E~q . , :::>ccreta ry. UHxJmAL C'HAMBim l l.F CoMMEHCE, Houg­

kong. 

~-
Explosives on Board Steamers in the Harbour. 

H oNHKoKG GE.KERAL (_!l:fAMBFlH oF (_'o)!~U;RcE. 

H oNGKONG, 16th September, H.l03. 

BIH.--I haw the honour to bring to your notice for the information 
of His Excellency tlw Governor that the obligation to fly tlw Hed Flag 
ami to lie in the Dangt•rous Goods Anchorage by every steamer arriviug 
at thi~ Port with nmnnmitio11 011 board in quantiti es howewr ,.;mall· has 
recently been under consideration by the Committet' of this Cha mlJ(>r 
with p:uticular ref!:'rPHC<-' to the dPC'i~ion of the Magistrate of the Polit·p 
( 'ourt in thP u1,.:p of tlw S. S . .~ . .ro,·dl.:.ifn, who::;e Maste1· wm; fined $50 on 
tlH' :3nl in:;t:mt for failing to eomply with the regulations in this re~prct 
whiht haYing two <"ase,.: of sporting cartridgf>s ou board . 

It may h1• known to tht' (}oyerniuent that practically e,·ery roa::;tinp: 
steam et· trading in Chiue:-;c ·water" carrie;; certain quautities of ammun­
ition in the ~bap<' of · cnrtridl!e~ for protection against piracy, and 
apparl:'ntly thr :Ma~ter" ai't' Jiahle uu tl!:'r tlw Ordinance for infringing 
the Bell Flag rule. 

It i" suggested that the maximum t[Uantity allowed a::; cargo Lo 
vessels loading and discharging ";ithout their incurring the formalities 
rcquin•tl u11Ller the exi,.: ting regulation~ might be placed at on<> hundr<·J 
pound~ of gnnpowd!'r or iixed ammunition to a quan tity not· t•xccediug 
twenty thousand rotmd::; so that thr ap:greguh' powtkr charge:-; do not 
exceed oue hunJred pounds. 
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Such small quantities may, in the opmwn of my Committee, be 
handled without any ,.;eriou~ risk either at the "·han·e..; or amongst the 
general Shipping iu tlw ;.;b·eam. and J am imtructcJ to inquire whether 
Hi~ Exc!:'ll<'n c:y cnn ~rE' hi~ way to anthori~c thf> intmrlnction of an 
amending Onlinauc<:> containing such clause:< as will mN•t th<' Yiews of 
thr Shipping interest in this direction.- I have, &c., 

A. R. LOWE, Secretary. 

Honourable F. H. MAY, c.~1.G. , CJolonial Secretary. 

CoLONIAL SRCRF:TAHY's OFFICE, 
H o.KGKONG, 22nrl :::>eptemb<>r, 1903. 

Sm,- I am directed to acknowledge thl:' ri>ceipt of your lett.er of 
tiH' l!ith in:<tant, regarding the conditions under which a n•s:<<'l with 
ammunition on board llla)' enter this harbour. and to inform you that 
tlu• Gon!rnment :'!'e:< no ~utficient rca:<on for alt<'I'ing tlw law iu the 
nw.nnPr :<ngg!:'st<'d b.Y the Uhmnhtw.-1 haYe, &c., 

F. H. MAY, Uolouial Secretary. 

THE SPcr·etary, GF:NERAT. CJHAMBER OF CJoMMF.RCE, Hongkoug. 

H oNGKONG GENEHAL C'HAMBRH Ol!' CoMMERCE, 

H oNGKONG, 19th October, UJ03. 

Sm,- J ban~ tlw honour to acknowlerlge n~ceipt of your letter of 
the i::lnd ultimo, in whid1 you t!tate that the Gowmmeut ,.;re" no sufficient 
reason for altering till' law a:< "uggesteLl in my letter of the Hit h ultimo 
with reganl to tho conditions nnJer whie!J a Yessd with ammunition on 
board may entN this harbour. 

While the Uommittee of thi~ Chamber regret that it is difficult to 
combat the deci;;ion of thP Government for rea~ous which h:n·e not been 
expressed, they art> loth to let th<> matter re:<t without again nrging on 
the Go,·ernment the de"irabilit.y of amending the Pxisting regulation:;, 
which thE>y YcntnrE' to submit do not conform to the mod(•rn necessitie5 
of tht· port with rl:'gard tn the treatment of good~ in :,:mall quantities; 
t.hp:;e, by the very fact of their being in small qua.ntitie:;, places them 
outside the category of "dnngerom goods .. , Jn t.lw Treaty Ports of 
China i'uch quantitie,;, vir. ., ammunition containing in the aggregate 
not morP than 100 lbs. or gunpowder, or 20,000 rounds o£ ca.dridge~, ~ 
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allowed to be canied by ::;hips, as cargo, without the latter being required 
to conform to ''PI'cial regulation:"; and if these are sufficient in China, 
where of neces:;ity the greatest care has to be taken to prevent the 
illegal importation of munitions of war, it seem:; to the Commit tee of 
the Chamber similiar conditions might r easonably be asked for in a port 
which prides itself, and derives its prosperity to a very g reat exten t, by 
r eason of its freedom horn the annoyance and delays attaching to those 
ports where Uustorn Hon~e,: exi~t. 

It appears to the Committee that it would be sufficient protection 
to the Colony i E instead of the Heel .E'lag rule and the obligation to lie in 
the "Dangerous Good:"., anchorage, it wa;; simply required that the 
Masters or Agents of tho~e f;hip,.: C<'ttTying ,:mall quantities of ammunition 
deposit with the H arbour Ma,-ter a declaration in writing giving 
particulars of tlw dangerou,.: good,.: carried, duP notice also being 
furnishell, if thoug ht desira ble hy the GoYernment, not only of all 
ammunition and explosiyc,.: landed and .~hippeJ, but also of tho;;e retained 
on board in tran;.:it through the port. 

The Committee of the Chamber are given to understand the flying 
of the red flag is desired by the Harbour Authorities to enable them to 
readily take note of all vessel ~ in the port having explosives on board. 

If this i~ correct we :;hou Id beg to ;:.ugge~t that while the red flag 
be retained for all vessels with sufficiently large quantities of explosiYe:i 
on board to llCC('SSitate their ueing in tht> Dangerous Goods anchorage, 
another lw brought in to us<' which, "bile com·eying the necessary 
information to the Haruour Authorities a;, to explo~in•s on hoard, will 
not interfere with the fre~> movements of the yes:::el while in the 

harbour. 

The Commi ttee of the Chamber de,.:ir~> to point out that :-<uch a 
change would not apparently necessitatP an alteration in the exi::;ting 
Dangerou,.: Good::; Ordinance, uut might bf' effecu•d hy regula tions issuecl 
by the GoYernor in Council. 

The Uommittee of the Chamber t ru:-<t that on further con:;ideration 
the GoYernment will agree to making this conce;;;;:ion; since as mat ters 
now stand a w,.:;:.el with ewn only one case of ~afety r:wtl'idger- on board 
mu~t fly the reo flag and must proceed to tlw DangProus Goods anchorage 
nnle.~s permis;;ion to thn contrary be receiYed from the Harbour 
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Authorities. Thi..- in most case;; would mean the loss of ;:m·eral hom·s 
bPfore the steamet· can enter the harbom and proceed to a wharf or her 
moorings.-I ha,·e, &e., 

EDBERT A. HEWETT. Chairman. 

H onourable F. H. MAY, c.M.G, Colonial Secretary. 

CoLOKIAL SECRETARY'~ OFFI CE, 

H oNGKONG, 24th October, 190i3. 

Sm,-I am Jirected to acknowledge the receipt of your letter of the 
19th in,.:hmt, rf'~arding the condition:> under which a ves!'cl carrying 
ammunition on boanl may en ter this harbom, and to infor m yo11 that it 
has reel'iw tl the careful nttention of the Gowrnor. Hi ::: Excellency, 
howe,·er . is still. of opini[m that no such altemtion of the lnw as is 
contem plat<'d by .Yonr Chamber is nece:>sary . As to the argument that 
delaY is ean:<e1l by haYi n~ to obtain the H arbour Master' ;.: permi:<~ion to 
ente~· tlH' haruolll'., the GoYernment is informed by the Acting Harbour 
Master that in nine ca~es ou t of t~n the Shipping agents send him a copy 
of the manife,.:t of th <' dangerous goods on board before the aniYal of 
the w:;~el in (lue,.:tion, aml upon receipt of ~nch manifest his in.;trnctions 
are i:;snell for th wi th. No (lrlay, therefore, is caused by the present 
regu 1n tion ~ in th is rc:;p<•c t. 

F inally, Hi~ ExcPl iPncy fail:< to :'ec that therr 1:' any hanbhip 
inYoh·ed in th<' flying of the r<:'d flag.-1 haw, &c., 

.E'. H. MAY, Colonial ~ecrctar:'· · 

Tlw RPcretary, GF.::O:E R.-I.L Cn.\.~fBFJR OF C'O!II111ERCF., H ongkong. 

H oxGKOXG G FJNERAL Un AMnER OF ('o~mRRCE, 

HoxGKOXG, 30th NoY<'mher, 190:~. 

Srn,-1 am in,.:trnctl'll ro acknowleuge the receipt of ~·our predece~­
sor's letter of th e 24th ul timo, intimating that His E xcellency 8 ir H ENRY 

BLAKE wa;; unable to a~ree to mak~ the alteration in the law contemplated 
in my lett<' r of the l f! th ul ti mo, or to appr eciate the hardship in,·olved 
in the fl ying of the rell fla g. Mention i:" also made that in nine cases 
ont of ton the H arbour lVIast0r's permission is ohtnineLI prior to the ent r y 
of the ship:; into the Harbour. 
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It happens however that the exception is in rno~<t instances a mail 
steamer which it is of the utmost importance not to unnecessarily delay 
in the ports en 1'0ute . The~e mail ships invariably carry their own mails 
and their Agent;; are thus unable to fill particulars of any uangerous 
good~ which may he on board in advance of the arrival of the vessel. 
In order to conform with the present Harbour Regulations it i:s obliga­
tory for such ship to fly the red flag ami to remain in the Dangero.us 
Goods anchorage (which i:s for obvious reasons situated iu au out-of-way 
part of the Harbour) for ::;ome honrs to enable the nece~.~ary permission 
to be obtaineu from the H arbour J\lla:;ter to move alongside the w ba r£ 
or to her moorings amongst the general Shipping. Detention of this 
nature may not infrequently occur where the only ammunition ou board 
is a case of sporting cartridges, whieh my Uommittee think the Govern­
ment can haruly consider sufficient reason to ju>'tify Jelaying any 
vessel. His Excellency the Officer Administering the GoYemment wilt, 
my Committee trust, readily nuder;-;taml that the existing regulation 
presses very hat·dly on an expen~iYC cla;o;s of ships :-:imply Lecau::;e it 
happens to be Cltr rying ammunition on board iu small quantities which 
in the Treaty Port:; of Uhina are not deemetl uaugeeou;;. My Uommittee 
merely ask that similar facilities in this respect may Le grant!lu here to 
those existing in the Chine~e Treaty Ports. 

The Uommittee of the Chamber are well aware that the alteration 
in the Harbour Hegulations now ,;ought i~ not of great importance but 
rather one of convenience to the Shipping intere~t and their object in 
endeavouring to obtain His Excellency's con:;ent to tht?ir reguest is to 
secure the removal of a petty annoyance, anu to have rc> in ~ta tctl that 
freedom from Yexatiou!:l restrictions which has tended toward the 
development of the Port.- I haw, &c., 

A. R. LO\\'E, Secretary. 

H onourn.Lle A. M. TIIOl\!SOl{, Acting Colonial Secretary. 

CoLOXIAL SECRETARY's OFFICE, 
HoxGKOi'<G, 11th December, 1903. 

Sm,- In reply to your h•ttcr o~ the :30th ultimo, l am tlirect<>d to 
transB1it for the information of your UhlmhPr the t>nclo,;(•d copy of in­
structions which ha\'O been i::::ued by tltt? Acting Harbour 1\la,.:tc•r for the 
guidance of oftic<'rs in his Depnrtment in refet'("JJCe to Y<'s;:eL~ arriving 
in the harbour and oarrying small quantitio;; of dangerom: goous. 
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These in,tructiou:; have also been issued to thl' Police Officl'rs on 
boarding duty who in some case:; Loard vessels hcforC' the regular Board­
ing Officers of the Harbour Department. 

While His Excellency the Officer Administering the Government 
hopes that tht? Chamber of Commerce will he ~atisficd with this relax­
ation of the law, ho has instructed me to point out that in thi:> free port 
more stringency i~< rcguired than at the Treaty Port~ in China, which 
are protected by the Customs Establishments anu that it is necessary to 
keep in the hanus of the proper authorities complete control of ammuni­
tion and such like good:; arriving in the Colony.-1 have, &c., 

A. M. THOl\.fSON, Acting Colonial Secretary. 

The Secretary, GENERAL CHAMBER Olf ComiERCE, Hongkong. 

(Copy.) 

1. Should the ,·esse! boarded haw on hoard not more than 100 
tts. of Gunpowder, seven cases of SafPty Cartridge:-:, or 
6 Acids, aml the manifest be shown to the Officer boaru ing 
her, he shall exempt her from going to tht• Dangerous 
Goods Anchoraae unless sr)ecial circumstances render it 

b ' 
advisable for him to consult me before so <'Xempting her . 

2. Should she have a larger quantity, 15 or 20 cases, of Safety 
Cartridges, he may exempt her at hi:; cliscretion. 

3. In no case shall he so exempt any Ye:>scl haYing on l1oard 
more than 6 cases of Acids, 20 ca;,:e~< of Safety ( 'artridges 
100 'Its. of Gunpowder or any quantity of other Danger­
ous Goous. 

-1. He will inform me, at ouce, of each case in which he has 
granted such exem ption. 

5. This exemption shall not reliew the Ye:;;;el of the obligation 
to furni::;h me with a cop}· of the 111ani£e,.:t i:nmetliately 
on arrival. 

6. In any case of such exemption h<>ing granted, the vessel 
shall be exempted from flying tho retl flag . 

BA~IL TAYLOR, Acting Harbour Mast<'J'. 
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Hoxmwxc GEXERAL CI1A)1J3ER OF Co)!MERCE, 

HO:::>!GKOXG, 26th January, 1903. 

Sn:,-1 am J irected to acknowledge the receipt of your letter of 
the 11th ultimo, enclosing copy of tlw new regulations issued hy the 
Acting Harbour :Jiaster for the guidance of Officer:' in his Department 
in dealing \\·ith yessels arriving in the Harbour and carrying small 
quantities of Jangerons goods. 

2. In reply I am instructed to ~tate that the Uommittce of this Cham­
ber regret the GoYernment's inaLility to carry uut more fully their sugges­
tion for the greater relaxation of the law in this matter so as to allow 
'esse!;; to proceed direct to their berths in case,; where the quantity 
of ammunition carried is small, ami I am to point out that nnles~ the 
Harbour Official hoard::; a vess!'l immediately on arriYal, and before 
anchoring, the efficiency of the new· n·gulatious will Le much impaired, 
unless the Master of a Yessel carrying dangerous goods in quantities 
not excf:'eding those laid down in regulation No. 1 is free to carry 
ou to the ordinary anchorage without fear of a fine being imposed. 

3. The Committee have oYery wi,;h that the Government should 
know of all ammunition arriving in the ( 'olony ~o as to control the 
movements of such gooJs, but they are unable to understand why the 
information collectetl by the Boarding Officer:-! from the Master o£ a 
Yessel waiting to be allowed to anchor ~lwultl ue auY more accurate 
than that obtained in the ~ame manner after her arriv:.tl at the orJinary 
merchant Ycssel::; anchorage, particularly a-: a l'ermit is re<juired to 
lanJ Jangerous goo!l:; eyen in :-mall quantities. TIH·y therefore trust 
that His ExcPllency the Officer Atlmini~tering t he Government will 
authori~t· the addition to the new regulation:-: of a clause suggested in 
the latter half of paragraph 2 so a:; to allow the Yessels to proeeeJ 
Jirect to h<:'r anchorage or wharf.-·I have, &c., 

A. lL LUWE, Secretary. 

Honomnble A. M. TUOM::iOX, Acting Colonial Sceretary. 

COLONIAL SECRETARY 0YHCF., 

H oxuKC,NG, 13th February, 190±. 

Sm,- In reply to yom letter of 26th nltinw "uggesting that 
vessel:; shoniJ he permitteJ to carry certain q tlantitil':-: of arms anti 
ammunition "·ithout la·ing compdleJ to fly thE' red flag anJ lie in the 
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special anchorage, I am directed to point out that during the two 
months following Decemhf:'l" 4th la:;t it "-a, not found nece:-::-:ar~· to 
re:::ort to the proYi:::ion~ of the regula tion" which tlwn came into force, 
while there ha" heen one cas<' of thl' aniYal of a ,;teamer carrying am­
munition without the knowledge of the :llastf:'r. I am further to point 
out that tlw Police and the Boarding Officer:-: can both grant exemption. 
For these rea~ons it is unlik~>ly that such difficu lties will arise in practice 
as the C:hamber seem~ to anticipat(', an d therefore 1 am to inform you 
that the Government is unable to makr any further conce:;sion at 

pre:-:ent.-I haw, &e. 

A. ::\I. TH()l\1BON, Acting ( 'olouial Secretary. 

The Secreta ry, C'HAMBEH OF COMMEHCE, Hongkong. 

L 
Telegram Deposit System. 

HoNGKONG GENERAL CliAl\IBER oF l'o~ntERCE, 
HoxGKOXG, 28th August, 1903. 

DEAR Sm:-:,-Thc attention of tlH' Committee of this Chamber has 
been recently drawn by seYeral o£ the leading Firms in thi;; Colony to 
the term~ of your Circular date(l :lUth ultimo, in whi<:'h you intimate 
that the telegraph sen·icc hitherto run jointl_v by your re5pPctive Com­
panies will be Ji,-continucd as from tlw bt August and, in future, each 
Company will transact its husinf:':-::-: :-:t>paratdy. 

It i,., :-carcely nece,..;.:ary to point out that thi:-: step on your part is 
not one which ;:ender,; of telegram:-:, and much les>: this Chamber, have 
any right, or wish, to criticize. 

The Uircnlar, however, goPS on to inform .~enders of telegrams that 
in future the present depo:'it ,.;y~tem is to be terminated, mH1 in its place 
conditions are :mbstituted which may be ~ummarized a::: follows:-

1.-A deposit i,; to Le made with the Uhartered Bank of Indja, 
Australja and China for the joint account of both Com­
panies. 

2.-The amount of the deposit is to be fixed by the Companies 
and to represent the average cost of one month's telegrams 
forwarded by both Companies' lines. 
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3.-Thc inte1: e~:'t on the deposit IS to be retained hy the 
Companies. 

4.-Monthly Account; payable on demand and independently 
of the fixed depo~i ts will be r endered by each Company. 

5.-I£ the abov<~ option i~ not complied ..,,·ith, telegrams must 
be paid for in ca~h before transmission. 

It is with regard to thesP latter conJitions that I am to express the 
views of my Uommittee. In the fi r~t place, barely t wo da:p ' notice is 
given of t he change of sy::tem a11 cl of a demand for a large fixed deposit. 
My Committee are of opinion that, in view of the radical change whieh 
you have effected in the con duct of your busine,;~, longer notice should 
have been giv en of the proposed change. 

In order to facilitate the di~cw,;sion of the new conditions, I will 
r efer to them in the order above mentioned :-

1.--It seems strange to my Committee that while you find 
yourselve::; unable to receive depo~i ts sufficient to cover 
current business with both Companies as formerly, you 
are now able to receive a depo,:it in the joint names of 
the t wo Companies. The simplification of your accounts 
in these matter:; may be very desirable to yourselves, but 
from a business point o£ Yiew this is universally considereJ 
subsidiary to the convenience o£ cm tomer ;;:. Fur ther it 
doe.~ not seem right that any person wishing to do business 
with 01w Company alone should he obliged to deposit his 
funds with both Oompanie" jointly. 

2.- -In fixing the deposit at the average cost of one month's 
t elegrams it must be apparent to you that the advantage 
i:; all on . your ~ide. The utmost surely your Companies 
can dem,and is ea,;h on deposit of a t elegram immediately 
before its t ransmission. The month's deposit you require 
means that for the best }!art of the month the sender of 
telegrams will have a balance to his credit in your Books. 
From the natnre of yonr buf'iness it is unreasonable to 
ask him to give your ( }ompanies this credit, nor does it 
appear necessary in such C<t.~ cs where there i~ no question 
as to th e financial standing o£ the fi rm, or individual, 
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with whom you are in business relatiom . It would 
certainly make the tmnsaction a more equitable one if 
the deposit now required was reduceLl to one half. 

3.- That the whole of the interest, allowed by the Bank on 
the deposits, ,;hould be clai med by the Companies, is unjust 
to the depositor and contr:.try to cu;stom. It has been 
stated by you in reply to a Member o£ thi;s Chamber that 
the retention of this interest i:; a fai r compensation for the 
credit you gi Ye and the trouble of book-keeping . I n 
paragraph No. 2 it is :-;hown that under this new system 
the credit is given by the depositor aml not by you, unless 
indeed you clelav sending out the previous month's ac­
counts . . It doef'" not, t herefore, appear reasonable to my 
Committee tha t you ~honlLl Jemand extra payment for the 
trouble of entering in your own Books transactions with 
yonr creditors. They are not aware that other similar 
"coHcerns Llemand this, or that thi,; allowance has ever 
previously been claimed by your Compauie::;. It has al­
ways been understood that the authori,;ed tariff rates 
covered all expen:;es of the Admini~tra.tion and left pre­
sumably a sub:; tantial amount of profit. 

4.-The render~ng of . monthly account:; call:; for no special 
remark, as t his occasions no more work on your part than 
for merly, i f anything, t rouble i:; saved to you :.ts neither 
will vou have occasion to receive amounts for cover during 
the r~onth nor will your book-keepers require to keep any 
watch on overdrawn account:; (if any). 

5.- I t follows that a :;ender of telegrams not exerci:;ing the 
option giyen him of J epositing his money with your 
Companies without e\·en intere:;t on the same, must pay 
cash each t ime he d esire.~ to ::;end a telegram through your 
Administration. Several MembPrs haw already follovv ed 
this cour,;c and the more it i::; followed the greater will be 
the expense, delay and consequent a nnoyance to the whole 
Mrrcantilc Community a,; w<•ll 11~ to yourselves, a.s you 
are well aware that the handling of cash in small amount ::; 
is not a quick process, espeeially in this Colony. 
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In voicing the views of the Mercantile Community on this question, 
my Committee are not representing the facts too strongly in stating 
that the new conditions imposed by your Companies are strongly objected 
to not merely on account of their arbitrary nature, but as another 
instance o£ the discriminatiou between your dealings with customers at 
home and abroad. Credit i:,; given at home without demur to any res­
pectable firm and their husiness eagerly sought for on account of the 
healthy competition. In this connection, as you stated that you mu:-t 
act alike to all parties, it would be interesting to know what deposit has 
been required from tht' Government as secur ity for their monthly 
telegram account, al~o what percentage of bad debts havfl been made in 
Hongkong ,;ince e::;tabli,;hment here. The lat ter must be infinitesimal 
and i::; another argument against the neces:;ity for requiring credit. Your 
Companies are as well placed as any Mercantile house in tL.e Colony for 
gauging the stability of yom customer~; there is no valid reason why 
credit should not be given by you instead of to you; and my Committee 
woul(l be the la~t to put any ob~tacles in your way in cases wlwre it 
appear:; to you to lJe ach·isahle for financial rl:'asons to ask for cash 
payments. 

In reply to an enquirer you have stated that there is no Govem­
ment Telegraph Office in the "' orld where teleg rams can he handed in 
without cash payment.. This fact is not denied, but the Committee do 
not feel called upon to d<>fend th<> business methods of Government 
institutions. Nor can tlwy admit the inference you wish to draw that 
your Administrations are on the same ba~i~ a" GoYemmnnt. Department~, 
in face of the fact that you are both limited liability companies formed 
for purpose of profit to your ::;hareholder;;. One of the chief reasons 
why you \vere able to obtain certain privileges as regards lan ding 
rights was in view o£ the benefit which commerce would be likely to 
enjoy through thP quick transmi,.:~ion of new,.:. For no other rrason 
would you haw obtaine(l the,.:e priYilege,; at a nominal coi't, ant! it was 
not tb en suppo,.:pJ that you would take n dntntage in dealing \Yith your 
customers o£ tlw fact of thr~e priYileges haYing remltPd in the fo rmation 
of a monopoly. 

In conc:lu;.:ion I am to ,;tatc that thi,; Chamber would welcome a 
more grnerou=- treatment of the Mercantile Community of thi~ Colony 
in tlw certain belief that it \\·onlLl be to the mutual admntage o£ all 
concrnwLl, and in regard to the question nm,· uml<'r discus:-ion, it will 
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be glad to learn that the joint Arlmini;:tration is prPJmred to view the 
matter in a more liberal light.- I hnve, &c., 

A. R. LOWE, SecrPtary. 
J. M. BECK, Esq., Superintemlent, E a,;tern Exten,;ion Australasia and 

China Telegraph Uompany. 

0LAF NrELRE"', E~q., Superintendent, Great ~OI·them Telegraph Com­
pany. 

THE EASTEHN Ex·rENSION AuRTRALASIA AND 
( 'HIXA 'rRLEGHAPH CoMPANY LiliUTED . 

THE GREAT Non'l'HERN, TELEGRAPH 
CoMPANY, L IMITED. 

HoNGKONG STATION, 29th August, 1903. 

DF.AR Sm,-We have to acknowledge receipt of your letter o£ 
yesterday's dak setting forth the views of your Committee regarding 
the new 'f elegram D!:'posit System; ami we are instructed by ·the 
Companies' Manager::; at Shanghai to state in reply that your letter will 
he submitted to their respective Boards of Directors.-We are, &c., 

J. M. BECK , 
Snperintrnclent, Eastern Extension Telegraph. Company. 

OLAF NIELSEN, 
SnpC'rintendcn t, Gr('at N01·thern Telegraph Company. 

A. R. LowE, Esq., Secretary, H oNGKONG GENEHAL CHAMBER OF 
Uo~IMEHCE, Hongkong . 

TRR EAS'l'ERN ExTENRJON AusTRALASIA AND 
CHINA TEr.EmtAPH CoMPANY, LIMITED, 

THE GREAT NonniERN TELEGRAPH 
COMl' ANY' LIMIT Ell. 

H oNGROKC+ STATION, 9th J'anuary, 1904. 

DEAR Sm,-\\'i th reference to om lf'tter of the 29 th August, 
regarding the Telegram Deposit Syl:'tPm, we are instructed by the Comp­
anies' Managers at Shanghai to state that, in reply to your letter of the 
28th August, the Companies' respective Boards o£ Directors have wired 
that they have decided that the whole of the interest allowed by the 
bank Hhall br pail! to the llepositors. · 
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The Co mpanie:; trnst that thi~ conce;;sion will b~ consi<lrre<l by the 
Chamber as sati~factorily settling the <iuestion, the more so as only a 
very small minorit~- of the Companies' clients have cxpressed any 
dissatisfaction with the ne"· system.- ·we are, &c., 

J. M. BECK, 
Superintendent, Eastern Extension Tel. Co. 

OLAF NIELSEN. 
Superinteorlent, Great Northern Telegraph Co. 

A. R. LowE, Esq., Secretary, HoxGKO::\G GENF.RAT~ C'RAMBER OF 

CoMMERCE, Hongkong. 

HoNOKONG GENJt>RAL CHA111BER OF ( 'Oll'lMERCR, 
HoNGKONG, 20th .J anuary, 190±. 

SIR~,-I am directr <l to aeknowletlge the receipt of your letter of 
the 9th instant, in r eply to my !Ptte r of the 28th Augn;;t last, on the 
subject of customers' deposits, and I am to inform you that the decision 
of your respective Board of Directors to refund the whole of the interest 
on the tlcposits to tlw depositors cannot Le regarded hy the Committee 
of this Chamber in the light of a conces"ion a:; your letter infers, but 
rather as a tardy act of restitution of an imposition which should not 
have been made in the first instance by your Companies, and further I 
am to point out that the mere fact of so few of your clients having 
expressed any dissatisfaction with the new system tloes not carry much 
weight with my Committee as it was well known this Chamber would 
take the matter up, allll naturally many members accordingly refrained 
from openly expressing their tli~satisfaetion. 

It is a matter of regret that your A<lministration has ignored the 
main point at issue, which wa:; the rehabilitation of the old system, and 
my Committee again beg you to giv<c> thi;;: matter your further 
consideration. Should this not be acceptable to you I am to draw your 
attention to paragraph 2 in my previou s letter which reads as follows:-

"In fixing the deposit at the aYerage cost of one month's telegrams 
"it must be apparent to you that the ad vantage is all o:1 y ;)ur side. The 
"utmost surely your Companies can demand i:-; cash on deposit of a 
"telegl'am immetliat ely before it;:: tmnsmis"ion. The month'" deposit 
'' yon reqnirr> means that for the hP"t part of the month the "<'mler of 
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"telegram~ will have a balanee to hi" cretlit in your Loob. F rom the 
"nature of yom· busines~ it is unreasonable to ask h im to giw your 
"Companies this credit, nor does it appear necessary in such <:ases where 
"there is no question as to the financial st.1-nding of the firm, or incliYidual, 
"with whom you are in business relations. It would certainly make 
"the transaction a more equita1le one if tlw dt~posit now r(:'quiretl was 
"reduced to one half." 

The reduction of tLe deposits claime<l by one ltalf would, a" pointed 
out, make the attitude of your Administra tion a mon ·· <·quitahh· one. and 
the Committee of thi:, Cbam1er will be glatl to lea rn that you ean meet 
the Mereautile Community to thi~ exten t if your Admi11 i ~trat i on i" mwL!e 
to meet them iu the fuller sense represented alJove. 

S everal memLers of this Chamber haviug Pxpres~Ptl ~urpri"e at the 
length or time found necessary to arrive at a d<:'eision in this matter, my 
Committee tru st that the further r econsideration o£ their repre~entations 

now desired may be commuuicated to them wi th the lea:<t possible delay . 

I am to aclcl that this correspondence will be pu blished in tlue 
course in the moutbly Minutes of the Chamber of l'ommerc<:'.-I have, 
&c., 

A. R. L U \\"B, :::lecretary. 

J. 1\I. BECI~, Estj., Superintenden t, Eastern Exteu::;iou Au,-trahtl'ia and 
China Telegraph Company. 

0LAF NIELSEN, Esq., Superintendent , Great Northern 'l'elegrnph ( 'om­
pany. 

'l'HE EA:-:l'EHX E xTE.:\ :<ro,-.; j L":<TJ:AL\ :-:JA A.:Sll 

( 'BINA TELE«HAPH CoY, L Tll. 

THE (.-hmA'L' Non'l'BERN T ELEGRA L'FJ l \ .J>., Vw .. 
HoNGKONG STATION, 4th F ebruary, 1 VU-L 

SIR,- vr e bPg to acknowledge receip t of your letter o( the 20th 
ult.imo on the R1 thject of the Telegram Depo:<it Aceonn r. rn r<'ply t lwre­
to we are in~trnded to ~tate tha t tlw l'ompanir·~ art· not pr\'pan·d to 
admit that the pre,.t'nt ~:ptt•m i:< in :lily r <':-pect iJH'<ptitablt·. or that the 
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re£unJ of the whole intere:-<t to the dHpo:-<itor~ cloe.':l not uon:-<titute a real 
couce~siou :-<t•l! ing that the Uomp;mi<">' will therelJ_y lo.-'1! all iutere:;t on 
the a mount,: due to them until the monthly account,; have Leen settled. 

The C'ompanie~ regret that they are unable to meet the ,·iew:; of the 
Committee with regard to the rehabilitn.tion of the old :;y:::tem as the 
separate working nrrangemeuts which the Comt,anie:; have recent ly 
inaugurated r ender the said system impracticable. 

In order ltoweYer a~ much a.-< poo:,.:ible to meet the wi:;he." of your 
Uommittee tlt t> Compan ies arc willing to r eduee the amount of the 
Jepo:;ib to one half, on the umler:;tanding that the minimum :;um 
receiYed on depo:;it shall as hitherto be fixed at $z.3, and that the l'om­
panie:; re:;erve the righ t to render half monthly account.- 'Ve nr<', etc., 

OI,A~' NJELSEN, ~Up!:'riutendent, 
Great Northem Telegraph Company. 

J . . M. BECK, Superintendent, 
Ea,.:tern Exteni'ion Telngraph Company. 

A. n. Lo\1'.1!:, E,;<l., 1-)ecretary, H oXGKOi\"G GEXNHAL CHAMBER 0.1!' 

CoiDmRUE. 

1V.I: 
lVIedical Inspection of Passengers. 

Ho~GKONG GENEHA.L CuA.MHim O.l!' CoMMERCE, 

HoNGKONG, 20th .January, l!:J04. 
Sm,-I have the houour to inform you that at a recent meeting of 

the Committee of this Chamb<:>r the <1uestion of Medical Exa~nination of 
steamer~ arriYing in Hongkong Harhour was discui'~ed, and it wa;: una­
nimou ~ly deeided to a(ltlres::; the Governm ent on the subject, pointing 
out the grave necessity which exists for a thorougl1 reform being effected 
in the system at present in force. 

I would beg to remind you that iu 18!:17, and again in 1901, this 
Chamber brought. to the notice of the Government the desirability of 
the appointment of H ealth Officer of the Port being filled by an official 
whose undivided attendance woul <l be devoted to the <lnties of the posi­
tion, and a~ a result of the representation.~ then p lace<l before Hi:; Ex­
cellency the Governor, Si r HENJtl" Br.AKE nuH.lc the followi11g recom­
mendations to the i')ccrctary of State for the Colonic:>:-
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(a) Tlte nppointment of a ~t·coll(\ Health Officer of the Port 
who will he allowed no privatP practice of any kind; 

(b) That ii1 view of Dr. J ORDAx ',; long sen-ico as Health Offi­
cer of the Port, Hi~ Excellency recommended that he 
shoul d Le allo·we<l to retain his private practice on shore 
only on the distinct understanding that when himself 
engaged in private prac:tiee he will always place at the 
Jispo:;al of thi,.: Govemment another Officer as his substitute 
to discharge tlH' duties of Health Officer of the Port, and 
who will uot take private practice on board ships. 

( r) H i,- Exeel!eJ H:)' further recommended that, if Dr. JORDAN 

wa:1 not willing to accept the,.:e condition,.;, another Health 
Officer of the Port :<honld lw appointed in his place on 
the same ter1lls a ,; thost> offert'd to the second H ealth Offi­
cer of tl1P Port. 

The l 'ommittee of the ('ham her at that time expressed the opm10n 
that tht' aLovt• n·eommendations, if !'arrit>d into effect, would, they 
hoped, put an <'llll to the delay~ in the inspection of vessels that bad 
occurred in th<:> pa,;t an<! therefore ag reed to His Excdlency's suggestions. 

After giving tbe new ,;y,;tem a fair trial, however, my Committee 
regret that it i~ necc:>sary to again draw thr attention of His Excellency 
the Officer A(\mini,;te ring tho GoYenunent to the inconvenience and 
lo;;s ~nffcred by tlw large Rhipping interests of this Colony through the 
new arrangenH•nt not haYing prodm:ed the anticipated result. 

Tu con,;equence of the Health Officer of the Port and his deputy 
being engaged with their private practice in Yarious parts of the City, 
it not infrequent!;' hnppen:; that when their official serYiccs a re required 
they are inacee:<>'iule. Dr. KRYT i::; tlm; often the only Officer usailable 
to attend the ,:hips coming into the harbour, with the result that delays 
are of fre<1uent occurrence. 

Further when a ws,;el i:; Yisited by Dr. K EY'!' ami a su5picious case 
of sickness is reporteu ou board, that Officer states that he must refer 
the matter to his superior, and my Committee fully understand this 
must be so. as, in his capacity as a subordinate, he cannot be expected 
to g ive a definite decision, not being ve:;ted with full authority, which 
can only be wielded by the recognised Health Officer of the Port. 
Considerable tillle i:-; thus not infreyt1eutly lost iu communicating with 
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the Health Ofiicer, and it then happen, that further delay::; take place, in 
consequence of his priYat<' C'up;agements, before that Officer i~ able to 
visit the vessel in gue:;tioo. 

It ha~ been brought to the notice of the Government that the work 
has increased of lnte year:-, an<1 ~hips constantly enter the harbour 
simultaneou:::ly at both entrance.::, and I would beg to remind you that 
the number of ocean-going :-:teamer:-: alone which entereJ, the harbour 
during the year 1902 amounted to over 4,000, or an aYerage of 11 per 
diem, many of these IJeing coa,.:ting ves:-:els and other ~mall craft which 
do not as a rule ('arry a doctor a,; :1 member of their crew. 

In addit.ion to the a hoYe there i:; a consitlerable number of sailing 
vessels also visiting the Port, while the number of steamers engaged in 
the riYer trade has of late year:< increased very greatly, there being 
upwards of 2,000 arrivals in 1902. 

My Committee therefore consider that the constant <'mploymeot of 
two OfficC'rs whosC' whole time i::: devoted to official inspection of vessels 
is an absolute nece,;sity. The extra cost by reason of such a change 
would not Le very great nod would be fully justified by the gain to 
the Colony at large. The income derived from permits to work cargo 
on Sundays ~till maintains a high leYel of over $44.000 per unnnm and 

. would meet any extra e.x]Jenditure under this heading, in addition to 
which the genernl revenue under the heads of Bills of Health antl Me­
dical Examination of coolie~ amounts to a further f:'Um of about $36,000 
per annum. 

M:y Uommittee would most rel:'pectfully mgl' HJlOll His Excellency 
that in Yiew of the Yery great importance of the shipping trade of the 
Port, which now rank~ third in the Briti:.:h Empire, the post of H ealth 
Officer of the Port should be held by a Government Official (with a 
qualified Assistant) who should not be allowed any prh·atc practice, 
which rule prevails in all large ports, such as Bombay and Calcutta. 

In conclusion I am instructed to add that the leading shipping 
firms are ~trongly of opinion that the present state of affair" is impossi­
ble, and that it is imperative an entire reform of the tnerlical in~pect.ion 

of shipping should bC' carried out on the lines abow i11dicated with the 
least possible delay. The Committee of this ( 'hamber tru.-;t, therefore, 
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that His Exccllenc\· will give a fa\'Cmrahl e consideration to their 

request.-I have, &c., 

A. R. LOWE, Secretary. 
Honourable A. M. THOMSON, Acting Colonial Secretary. 

CoLONIAL 8mcRETAnv's OFFICE. 

Ho~GKONG, 24th F Pbrua.ry, 1904 . 

SrR,-J am directe<1 to ;~cknowledge thr receipt of your letter of 

the 20th ultimo, rep:arding the :>ptem in forcC' for the medical exa min­

gation of W""'el,.: arriving at thi,- Port. <tnd in rPply to inform yon that 

the sugge,.:tion:-: of thP ( :lmmlwr ha n• recei,·ed the careCnl con,.:ideration 

of Hi,: lDxcelleney tlw Officer Admini"'tering t]](' GoYernment, who 

regn•t:-: that he cannot ,.;pe hi:; wrty to carry them into effect. 

2. I am to point out tha t under tlw pn':;cnt anangcment there is 

ahYay.' onC' mC'diertl oflie<:' r a\·a il<thle for dnt_y afloat, whil0 another 

(either the H eal th OfficPr or hi.~ a,.;~istant) i"' at Dr .. J ordan·~ office to 

,-ign Bill~ of Hea lth. A misuuder .•bm1ling ,.;pems to exist with regard 

to Dr. Ke.Yt'" position. Or. Keyt ha,.; full power t.o act on his own 

respon:-:ibility anrl i~ in no wa,v bound to refer thH final deeision of a 

<'a,.;e to hi,.: ,.:pnior officpt·. [t i,.; proh~hlP tlmt ca.;P.; may nri,.:e when it is 

impossible fot· Dr. K eyt, a,.; it might lw fot· any medical officer, to 

Jiagno~P a ca,.;p at fir.~t ,;igL t, and in :-:nch circnmshtnc<'.' it i,- advisable 

for him, in the publi<' int('rest. to ('all in !'Xtnt a:.:si,.:tance, 

~. Sinee Dr. K <·.vt ha• become fa miliar with thP work of th<' Port, 

no co:n plaint< han· r:• du•d thi,.: G.)\·.·rnmrnt, all'l Hi,.: JD xcellPncy does 

not pr.1pG.~ t· . therpfort'. ta !li-;turb an arr;tngPnH'nt whereby the Go\·crn­

mc-nt pl'adie:tlly ~('l' lll'!'" tht· ,.:pt· , iee.< of thl'ce H ealth Officr.l' . .; for the 

Pol't in,;tead of two, a~ pl'ovidecl in the E.~tahli:<hment of the Uolony.­

I have, c'tc ., 

A. M. THOMSON, Aeting Uolonial Recretary. 

Tltc Sl'l'l'etnry, CHAMHEil PF ( !OMM.RHE, H ongkong . 
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Junks flying Foreign Flags. 

HmmKnNG GF.NERAL CHAMBER oF C.oMr.rERCE, 
HoNGKONG, 24th June, 1903. 

SIR,-With reference to your letter (No. 881) o£ 21st April, 1902 

on the subject of tlw protection affor(h•d Jnnk Owner~ by their sailing 

under foreign flags in onl<>r to e~eape paymrnt of a tax calle<l Ching 
Fei, levied by the Viceroy oE thfl Two Kwang, it wa" then intimated 

that the only powcr po~se::;:<ed by the (-}ovl'rnment to check the practice 

complained o£ wa,.: t.hat oC refusal to grant licence,; to .Junks which 

claimed the protection of Eor<>ign flag:-:. TllP letter in qne::;tion went on 

to state that the corrPspomlence on tlw ~ubject wa.,.; hcing forwarded to 

the SecrPtary of State Eor the Colonies Eor ,.:nch action as the Home 

Governmcnt might deem de~irahle. 

A:s more than a year ha,.; elapsed ,:ince this matter was brought to 

the notice of thP Government hy thi~ Chamber, [ a.m directed to inquire 

what steps, if any, the S<>cretary of Sta.te Eor the Colonies has decided to 

take in this matter.-T haY<.>, &c., 
A. R. LOWE, Secretary. 

Honourable F. R. J\IIAY, C.:\U: .. ( 'olonial SccrPt:try. 

CoLo~rAL SECRETARY's OFFICE, 

HoNGKOSG, 2!ith .June, 1903. 

SIR,-In rPply to your l<>tt<>r of thr. 2-J.th in,.;tant, I am directed to 

in£orm you that as the re~nlt of corrrsp01nlrnce with tlw Accretary of State 

Eor the ( ~Jlonie,; the conr,.:P which thi~ UoYPrnmrnt ha" been pursuing 

for a considerable time pa:<t. o£ refn,;in)l; to licPBSe .Junks which fly foreign 

flags will he continud.- 1 haw, &c., 

F. H. MAY, Colonial Secretary. 

'fhc S('cretary, GI~NBRAI, CHA)lB'RR oF ( 'oMMF.RCE, Hongkong. 

( 115 ) 

o. 
Storm Warnings. 

HOKGKO~G GENERAL C'HAli'BER (' ' OF .OMMERCE. 

. . HONG KONG, 18th lVIay, 1903. 

SIR,--W tLh refereuce to my letter of h . . 
previous correspondence on th . b' t e 2~nd January last and the 

d
. d e ~u Ject of Rtorm ". · I 
treete to C'nquirE' whether Hi~ E , , ll ' . armng;:, am 

t h 
. xcc encv the G·on•r . I J . I 

accep t e propo~a 1 . for ~. tt " ·nor 1a~ ( ectt f:'tl to 
. . . ' ~ a ue er sy,.:tem of St . '{v· . 
m:>htnted n t the Honal·on Ob - or m ' arnmgs to be 

>:::- ~ g · ~(:'tTatory on the l' ' f 
report snbmittc•cl in my letter c f th 19tl J mes me tea tell in the 

' 0 1 anuary la:;t. 

I would beg to rrmind yom that in l 
last you 5tatf'll that Hi:< Exc 11 . your e~ter of the 27th September 

d . . e enc; was anxwu~ t . 
ma e m the existing :-;ntem of St . \V · .. :-s o see Improvements 
therefore venture to ho];C that . t. ort~n atnmgs, and my Committee 

th 
. , ms I uc lon::; have ·ll ·e d b . 

e carrymg out of the sng t l . , , r a y een giVen for 

h
. I . ges f'( Improvements b th Ob 

w tc 1 as a mattPr of fnct . . . Y e servatory -•• wa, pnmanl t bl' h d 
ant.! safety of shipping. ' Y 

0~ a rs e for the benefit 

I am al~o to point out th t th' , . t] a 1" rs a matter of · · 
1e near approach of the b·ph _, urgency m vrew of 

J oon ::.eason.-I have &c ' ., 

H 

A. R. LOWE Sa t 
onom·abk F. H. MAY cM(' C 1 . 1 S , ,ere ary. 

• • • T,, o oma ecretarJ. 

CoLONIAL SECRETARY's 0FFICF. 

. HoNGKONC:, 2ht May, 1903. ' 

SIR,- I am Utrect<•(l to acknowlecl e tl . 
thr 18th in!"tant, ami to inform YOL tl t ~ /~ recerpt of your letter of 
thf' ClmmhPr Hi~ ExcelleilC- tl. Gl ta m c e erence to the wish<.>s of 

' . ' Ie oYemor has l . cl J . 
flag ~y~tcm a:-: at Shan <rhai fo. th . ' . t eCI e to mtrocluce the 
without di.~placino· the ~o;le' --~t e mformatJoJ~ of shipmasters, but 

E 
"' · ")"em at present .. l' . 

xcellency's opiniou as in tl t £I . . m u:-.e, w nch, m His 
. . Ja 0 us expert advtser.: · b tt . 

SJ ste>m and IS familiar to th 1 l . k . ~, lS a e er and safer e oca JUD populatwn.-I have &c ' ., 

The Secretary, GEN' ERAL F. H. MAY, Colonial Secretary. 
CHAMBER OF C OM!\!ERCE, Hongkong. 
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Ho~GR.ONG GE:-<ERAI, GHA~fBER OF uo~nmncE, 
HONGKONG, 25th J unc, 1903. 

Sm,-I am directed to acknowlcugc the receipt of you r let.ter of 
21st ultimo, in timating that His Excellency the Governor had dccitlcd 
to introduce at the Hongkong Observatory the flag ::;ystem of weather 
signals for the information of shipmasters similar to that in use at Shang­
hai, and that the pre~ent cone sy,;tem would be continn cd for the 
information of the local junk population. 

The Committee of the Chamber de~ire me to eonvey their thanks to 
the GoYernment for agreeing to institute this mnch nee<lf'd reform in 
the system of weather ;;ignals. 

In view however o£ the recommendation nmde by this Chamber in 
the report of the Sub-Committee appointed to examine the commun­
ications recci,·ed from thr shipping community on this subject that 
symbols were more economical and l'asi<'r to work than flags, werE> 
better un(ler:;tood by landsnwn, and thr adoption of the code from the 37 
special distance :;ignab of the Commercial l'ode made i t equally under;;tood 
by the :;eafaring community, and that is was poin t<'d out the :-ignals 
could be increased, if found nece::>~ary, by further combinations of the 
three symbob employed or hy similar signals di~playcd from the yard­
arm, it spem.~ to the Uommi ttee that undc•r the latter suggestion 117 
separate ~iguab could be made or more than that cm ploycd in the 
recently extendetl code at Shanghai, a copy o£ which is encloiwd. 

In supporting the adoption of_a symbol code it may be mentioned 
that great weight was giYcn to the argument brought forth in your 
letter o£ 3l:;t Jul y la:>t, and abo adheretl to in your fnrthet· letter of lOth 
September, 1H02, tha t a flag ,.;y::tem j,.; not ;;uited to loca l condition:'- ou 
the ground that, in the calm weather u,:ually preceding typhoon..;, ;:;uch 
sianab would often not be rcadil)- di.~tinguishable, 111\" ( ';)!Jllllitt<>e there-

t:> • • 

fore respectfully sugge:;t that tlw.:·d(>ci;:;ion of Hi-; Excellency to adopt a 
flag ::;ptem in prE-ference to one of ,;ymbob may be recon,:id<••·rtl. 

With regm·d to the di,;inclination ,:hewn to a lter the present !"ymbol 
signals heeatW' of the local junk population·s familiari ty with them, [ 
am to point ont that this difficulty might <'asily bP nYcrcomc by the 
publication and di~trilmtion amm_1gst the junk mHl sampan population 

0 £ a earu ~bowing only the few sig1iab in their a ltered -form necessary 
for local 1wetl~, with a not<> that other :'-ignab slwwn are in t.end<•d only 
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for sea-going craft. Thi:- would obviat<· the confusion in thPir lllinds 
\Yhich it i:< apparently though t might be occa:-ion('d on their b('ing 
supplied \Y ith a copy of the whole code. 

I am al~o dirl-'dt>d to inquire whether H is Excellc·ncy ha::: favomably 
con~iJcrPd t h(• fmtlwr ,: ugge,;tion,.; put forward by this Chaml>er for the 
greater cftici<·ncy or th<· local Qh,:ervatory by the e;-;tabli:::hing of aclditional 
=-ignal ,:tationi', dirPd tt>lephonic eonmnmication behvcen the Ob,:ervatory 
and tlw Harbour Office, Hainan ohserYation:<, "imultaneou~ dai ly 
tel<>graphic ob"<'n·at ion:< from other Ob,;ervatories, the supply o£ the 
late~t instrumc•nt :<, a1Hl tht> puhlif'hing: of any information offi->rc'd by 
other Ob,.:<•rvatori<·.~, which were contained in th<' ~pecial report Pnclo,:ed 
in my l<"tt<•r of J 3th .Jamw•·:- last, ~md which ~ugg:<>~tions my Committee 
trust han' nwt with Hi:- Excellency's approval.-[ haw, &c., 

A. H. LOWE, Secretary. 

H onuurabl(' ]!'_ H. MAY, <.: .)I.<J., C'OLOKIAL SECRETARY. 

CoLOKIAL SECRETARY's 0FI<'ICE, 
HoKGKONG, 2nd July, 190a. 

Sm,-T lllll direct('(] to acknowledge the receipt of your letter of 
the :l5th ultimo, regarding the introduction of the flag system o£ weather 
signab, and to in fo rm you t hat before giving: hi:i final decision in the 
mattPr, Hi~ Excelll'ncy tlH• Governor haLl cm·efully and anxiou.-ly 
eonsideretl the corresponuence from the beginning, with cwry tbirc to 
meet the wi!"hc>,; of the l'hamber of Uommercc Lut with a full ~enst\ o[ 

hi;; r<' :> ponsibili ty in ordering a change in a system of signalling '' bich 
the official.~ of the local Obsen-atorv, anJ the Harbour Mnster, con,:ider 
practically .-uperior to that atloj,teJ ."tt Sic:mC:'i. Hi::- Excellency -~ 
nltimate dl'ci,:ion wa, to add th(' flag signal:-: a:i u,.;Pd at Slwnghai a>' 
independent ,:ignnl,.; for the ship-ma::;ter,: who seemt>d to de:<ire them, 

leaving the pre,;en t cont> ~y:-:t<'m intact. 

2. His E xccllt>;lCy',: r l'ason for ,:o doing was that in your ll'tter of 
May 17th, Hl02, you stated that yonr Conm1ittee were anxious for the 
adoption of the flag signal::; on the grouncl that Shanghai posse,::-cd a 
code of signal,; which wa~ "admittedly the best in tht' Far Ea~t." In 
your lettl' r of the 23rd August, 1902, you repeatecl that the flag code 
"ha;; for a llUHJber 'Jf _'"Pnr~ beE-n in daily u~e in Shanghai, where it ha::; 
gn·en the gn•nkst "ati:- fartio11 to ship- llHJ:'tPr~ frr(ptenting tlH· l'ort.' ' 
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You add that "the adoptiou of a flag sig nal service, which woul<.l b<' 
principally for the use of the foreign sldpping in harhonr, need not 
nccessi ta t<• tlw abolition of th <' present drum. c·oue and ball :<ignals :<lwwn 
by H.M.S. "1io11w·" for the benefit of native shipping and craft"; and 
fur ther pointed out that the code has heE'n generally adoptctl by the 
German, Hussian and Chinese Gowrnments along the coa~t of China . 

a. H is E xcellency feeb that on consideration your Chamber will 
acknowledge the inconvenience of unduly multiplying systems of ty­
phoon warning", anJ tht•refore in deciding to meet as far as H is Excellency 
considered justifiable the wishes of your Chamber, His E xcellency 
considered it preferable to add a code that has b<'en declared by them to 
be satisfactory and that has been g enerally adoptetl oYer the coa:;t of 
China rather than to int roduce a ne'v ~y:>tem t.lifferent from that hither to 
adopted iu auy port in the F ar E ast. 

4. I shall address you fur ther regarding the points raised in the 
last paragraph of your lettet· under acknowledgment.-I haYe, &c., 

F . H. MAY , Colonial Secretary. 

The Secreta ry, GE~ERAL l'HAl\IBER OF COMMERCE, Hongkong. 

Cm.o~IAL :-;gc.nETAHY·~ 0FFICJ~, 

H oNGKOl'U. :lord J ul r. HJ03. . ' 
t;u t,- W ith r t' ferPnct• to the coJH:luJing pamgrRph o£ my lett<'r of 

the '2nd in;.:tan t, l am directed to makP. the follovving observation.; on the 
suggestion s refer1 ed to in the la~t parag raph of you r letter of the 25th 
ultimo. 

2. There does not appear to be any praetical advantage to be gained 
by esta bli::;hing additioiw l S ignal Station;; at Cape Colliu,;on and Green 
I sland. 

There is no tehograph to !:'ither of these places nor direct conlmunic­
ation by tPlephone, and it i:; proLahle that a Ye::;:;el which mis:;cd the 
~ignal at 131ackheaJ'.~ Hill woul (l mis:; i t at the proposed Station,; owing 
to the time taken up in transmi tting the information. Moreover , inform­
ation hy tel<~phone i;.: liable to error mul t he :;ignal,; could not be wrifie<.l 
from the Ob~erYatory. 
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3. I am to im·ite the attent.ion of thP Chamber to Gowrnment 
Notification No. -!45 of 25th OctolH•r. 1:)90, which ha,; neYor been 
ahrogatrd. It contain;: the following nndt>r thr head of Meteorological 

Signals :-

·'Master~ of vessel:< who regularly :<eml their observation:; to the 
"Ob.~Prvatory may wheneYer neces:;ar.'· call at the 'l'0legraph Company's 
"Office in Queen\ Road anti send teh'grams to the Observatory a:<king 
"for special information without chargl'. Snch enquiries may also be 
"sent f rom the Police Station at Kowloon P oint, which is connected 
"with the Obseryatory throu o·h a tel!:'l)hone line." Thi:::: Notification . ,... 
will be reprinted in a new Typhoon Signal N otice, the word~ undt>rlined 
in red ink being omitted and the following words ~ubstituted :-"and or 
thei r Agent:;." This arrangement appear;; to he all that is necessary 
and invoh·es no additional expendi tu re. 

4. Ob,:rrYation:; from Haiuan are :<upposetl to be received twice 
daily f rom the Imperial Maritime Cu:;tom:; Authoritie:; at B.oihovv, but 
they rarely arriw in time to he o£ u,.;t'. Hepeated repre,;eutations haYe 
been made in the matter. The fmdt appear~ to lie with the Chinese 
Telegraph Officials who are n•:<tlOn:::iblt> for forwarding the messages. 
F resh reprc:;entation:; are now being made. 

5. Ol,:;cnation:< are telegraplH•(l h,·iet' daily from the Y<nwus 
:Station:; by which the Oi>:<('l'Yatory i,: ,:uppli('d ·with information. The 
morning ob:<Prvation:-: are received between 9.30 and 11.a0 A.llr. n.ud 
the afternoon ones between 4.00 and 7.00 r.:-.r. It i~ not possible to make 
any better arrangement. 

6. The Ob~etTatory i:; \Ytll equippetl and the Acting Director 
reports that he has neYer known an application for new and improved 
~leteorological J n,:truments to be refu,;ed. 

7. With regard to the publication o£ information offered by other 
Observatories, I am to refer you to the remark:; contained in paragraphs 
3 and 4 of my letter o£ the 31st July last.-1 have, &c., 

F . H. MAY, Colonial Secretary. 

The Secretary, GENERAL C'HAMBER OF Co:mrERCE, H ongkong. 
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P. 
Reduced Telegram Rates to Europe and Australia. 

'l'lll' EA:>TJ>HN EXTJ£X:>IOX A l 'i:;'l'HALA:SL\. .\.)i JJ 

( 'lll NA TJ~LJWUAPH CmiPA}(¥, LIJ\liTED . 

THE GREA'l' ~ORTHimK T ELEGHAI'H 

UOMPAXY, Lll\fl'l'JW. 

HoKGK uXG STA'l'ION, Ju ly 7th, 190iL 

DEAH ~llt,- J ha Hl to inform you, for the infol'lluttion of yonr 
Committt'e, that, frolll tl1l' 15th in,-tant, the rate per won.! charged on 
telegram;: to Europe (('Xe<'pt Hu,.;,.:ia and Cauca:>u:< ) will be r educed from 
Fe,:. 7.00 to .Fe:<. ;),,:;() and t iH· cmTeney rate. \\'hich i,.: :-:nhjed to 

reYisiou, will ht• r~(luced fro Ill ~:\.35 to ~2.55.-vV e a re, &e., 

,J. M. BECK, 

Su perintentlent. 

The Secretary, HoxG I\O~u GI£NE HAJ, ( 'BAi\IBJm oF l 'oliOIElWE. 

Q. 
Conveyance of the China and Australian Mails by the 

Trans-Siberian Railway. 

ThP railway commu nication between Hussia in Europe and Dalny 

in the A~ian-Pa cific i:-; alreadY infl.uencin <Y the Briti~h P o:-:tmaster-Geueral . "' 
'in Lontlon, the Right Hon . Au,-tcn Chamberlain, M.P., to favour 
st>nding the Briti,.:h mail,- to ( 'hina by that route, and puLlic tle~patches 
state that he is negotiating with the Tran,.:-Siherian Hnilway authoritief' 
with regard thereto. 'fhe lJo:;tn I ~enic{' between Euro1 :e and the Far 
East will , in time, be entirl:'ly monoroli:;ed hy thi~ railway, and to a 

grPat extent t he pa~senger !:'rnic<' ah=o. 

'l'he Briti~h-Au strnlinn mail contraeti' with th e P . & 0 . and Ori l:'nt 
Steamship Companies for tlw pn·~·ent weekly over>~'a ,..: enire Pxpirl:'." in 
December, 1904, and th<· L ondon postal nu t l::oritie~, in Yiew o£ tbe 
overland mail ,;en·icc> to China, and the early construction of the Cen t ral 
Australian Rail·way in completion of the AJelaide-Port Darwin tran~­

continental line, propose not to extend thP pre~rut ~ea serYice contracts 
for more than three year.-:, lH·eaUHI a q11id:cr Jll C:lll:' of conHlllnJicntion 
between England nnd Au~halia migLt tho1 l :C' aYailal lP l1y tLP land 
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rontPs across A"ia and Au,-tralia, linkell bv a fast !"teamer service 
hc•t\\'een Canton OJ' Hongkong and Port D arwin. As thi;.: change in 
mail routes and quick traffic wi ll p roYe a welcome hoon to traveller ::; 
het,,·een Europe and An:;tralia, the Council of the North Australian 
League (Melbomne) unanimously passed the following resolution at 

its meeting on the :25th day of May, 1903 :·-

Resolution. 
Whereas, the electric cable and steam communication have brought 

Australia into nearer relation:> and greater qm pat by with the interests 
of His Maje~ty's Government in London, and with other members of 
the Empire, than they wen• in the remote t ime,; prior to these facilities 
for intercourse, and the more improved transport i::~ accomplished it 
act.-: in promotion of more rapid mail::~, and creates new t·esow·ces for 

the direct line of connection with thP countries thus joined. 

And whereas, intense inten•:<t i::~ focus~ed in the Traus-Siberian 
railway now approaching completion, as offering probabilities of 
incr eased intt'rcour,;e within the Empire, and the formation of com­
mercial connection:; with the Far E a:;t, in the a~sured cer tainty o E the 
more rapid multiplication of maritime connection between the Asian 
terminus of the line and P ort Darwin a~ promoti,·e of quicker com­
municat ion l)('tween Australia and Great Brita in than the present sea 

f'et'vice to the Southem port:;, ria Suez or the <Jape. 

And wherea,.:, tho Uonncil of the NoH1'H A usTRALI.A.N L EAGUE 

(MF.LBOUHNE) affirm.,; it.::; belief in the p racticability of the 'l'mns-Siberian 
railway a::; another key to Australi~~ through Port Darwin, and has 
observed with feelings o£ rn.pl ~~dmi ration antl <leep thoughtfulne,.;s the 
publishc<l cable n~ws in Austmlia oE the di,;po:;ition of Hi,- Majesty's 
Lmperial Postma:'t<'r-Gcn(' ral, the Hight H un. Austen Chamberlain, 

M:.P., to negotiate for the Jespatd1 of British maib to China by the 
Tran:;-Siberian line, which embmees a policy affording an example a.nd 
an inci tement to the An,.;tralian ( 'onunonwealth Uowrnment to support, 

by stimulating the authorised rail way connection between the South and 
Port Dar win to t<lke advantage a:< <tnickly as pos:;ible of this JH'W postal 
an<l quick traffic route between EuropP and the Asian-Pacific Ocean, an 
object which dc::;otTes an(\ (kmamb prompt and careful consideration. 

H<·soh·ed, that a record he place(l on the Uouncil minutes of this 

League exprc:'sing the Council',: appreciation of the aetion of the Hight 
Hon. Austt>n ( ~hamberlaiu, lVI.P., Illlpcrial P o:-:tmnt<ter-Gcn<·ral in Lond-
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ou, for having taken the fitA practical ~tep to forwa r· d the present 
movement in An~tralia of pn•paring the way fot· quicker intercourse 
between Australia and Great Britain by the Trans-Siberian Railway, 
inasmuch ai' Mr. Chamberlain',.: proposal to ;,end th<> British mails to 
China by this railway will Le of the highest collective and individual 
advantage to all of His Majesty's pos,.:ession:5 in the Far East and the 
Pacific, as tending to preserve harmony in our political and commercial 
relations with Ru,.;sia, ;vhich in the Pacific are destined to become closer 
every day. And that copies of this re:<olution be transmitted to th e 
Hight Hon. Austen Chamberlain, M.P., the Prime Mini:>ter (Sir 
Edmund Barton) o£ the Au:-~tralian Uommonwf:'alth, the Premiers of 
South Austmlia and New Zealand, the foreign Consuls in Melbourne 
(for tran:;mis~ion to thei r Gowrnment~). and to the pre:< .... 

In name and by authol'ity of tlw Council of the North A n:;traliau 
League ( Melbourne) . 

G . R. M'MINN, C:.E., Prc:-iJent. 
.) .• ) . HENDLE, Secretary. 

Ordered to be printed and circulated by the Sectional Committee 
of the League eharg<>d with the publicity of affairs in connection with 
the construction of the Central Au,-tralian Land-grant ltnilway, on the 
Adelaide-Port. Darwin Trnn:-;continental. 

G. R. M' MIKN, (J.E. ( Cltairnum), ") Tran~<continental 
V. L. SoLOMOX (S.A.) M.H.U.. 1 H.ailway 

(Commonwealth parliament), ~ St>ctional 
Dt-GALU L rrTI.H, I ('ommittee. 
J . J. l:tBNI>LE (Sw·etm·y), ) 

liielbDlwnf, .fuuf, l.~t 190.3. 

The Lonuon l~'ll[lilleel' o£ i'liny, Hl02, in r cf<•rring to this new route 
between England anLI An~trulia b:· the Trans-Siberian Hail way, f'ays :-

' · Nearly 10,000 miles of t he nPw route hetween Adelaide, Melbou rne, 
Sydney, Bri:<bane, and London, i,- COYered by railway. The recognised 
line opens for serious traffic at the end of 1903, and there seems no 
reason to doubt it will g iYe ea~ier, nud cheaper t mffic than preseut by 
the all-water route. I t:; e~i~tc·nce as a competing rout<> may be delayed 
for want of rail way transport to the gateway, or , in other words, from 
the Southern Australian capitals to Port Darwin ; but, never theless, the 
great Siberian Rail way , which is dPstined to play a most prominent part 
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in the immediate history of Far East and Australia, will p rove such an 
impor tant factor in the domestic traffic across the Australian Continent 
as to make it desirable, i f not certain, that the completion of the line to 
Port Darwin should before long be undert-aken. " 

N.B.-Since the above paragraph appeat·ed in the F.mgineer, the 
South Australian G :lVernment has called for bids for the construction 
of the Central Au stralian section, to complete the line from sea to s<>a. 
Tenders are to be sent to the South Australian Rail ways Commissioner, 
a t Adelaide, on or before May 2nd, 1904. Copies of the Land Grant 
Bill and all available information on the route may lw obtained on 
applicat ion to the NoRTH AUSTRALIAN LEAGUE, :Melboume. 

R. 
Election of Representative to Legislat ive Council. 

GovERNMENT HousE, 
H oNGKONG, 4th August, 1903. 

8m,- I have the honour to inform you that I have granted a year's 
lea\·e of absence to Mr. 11. SBEWAN, Member of the L egislative Council, 
with effect from the 5th instant. I have therefore to reque:::t :von to be 
good enough to call a Meeting o£ the Chamber as early as convenien t 
with a view to the nomination o£ a temporary Member of Council during 
Mr. SBEWAN's absence.-I have, &c., 

H ENRY A. BLAKE, 
Govern01·, ~·c. 

The CHAIRMAN, GE)!ERAL CHAMBER OF CoMMERCE, H ongkong. 

Ho~GKONG GENERAL CrrAlfBEll oF CoMMERcE, 
HoNGKONG, 12th August, 1903. 

SrR,-I have the honour to announce, for the information of His 
Excellency the Governor , that at a Special General Meeting of the 
Chamber, held at :-3.30 p.m. to-day, Mr. H. E. PoLLOCK, K.C., was elected 
by 63 votes to 54 for Mr. E . A. H EViET'l', as the Chamber's nominee for 
the seat at the Legislative Council rendered vacant by the absence on 
leave of Mr. R oBERT SHEWAN. 
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In connection with tit(' abow nomination. l heg to hand you the 
following paper;; :-

1. A copy of the notice convening the meeting. 

2. A list of the Members present who recorded their votes. 

3. 'l'he names of the Candidates and those of their proposers 
and seconders.- ! have, &c., 

A. R. LOWE, Secretary. 
Honourable F. H. lVIAY, c.M.G., Uolonial Secretary. 

Notice. 

The Hougkong General Chamber of Commerce . 

A Special General Met'ting of the Members will be held on 
W ednesday, 12th August, 1903, at 3.30 p.m. in the ChambC'r Room, 
City Hall, to nominate a Member of tht> UhamLer to take the place io 
Legislative Council of the Hon. RoBERT SHEWAN, who has !wen gmnted 
a year's leave of absence. 

Notice in writing of the names of Candidates, and of their Proposert:: 
and Seconders, to be louged with the Secretary at least 48 hours before 
the time appointed for holding the General Meeting. 

By order, 
A. R. L owE, Secretary. 

Hongkong, 6th August, 1903. 

Names of the Candidate~ and of their Proposers and Seconders. 

Mr. D. R. LAW proposed 
Mr. N. A. SIEDS t::econded 

Mr. J. H. LEWIS proposed 
Mr. E. W. MITCHELL seconded 

---
Result of the Ballot:-

Mr. H. E . POLLOCK, K.C. 

Mr. E. A. HEWET(l'. 

Votes. 
Mr. H. E. PoLLOCK, K.c., . .. ................... 63 
J\1r. E. A. HEWETT, .. ...... .. .................... 54 

Majority for H. E. PoLLOCK, ...... 9 
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List of ;Member:; pre,;cnt who recorded their Votes. 

Membn·~. RI!Jn·e.~enlatit·l!. 

F('rd. Bumemann, ... ....... ............ ......... .. H. Schumacher. 
P. B rewitt , . .. ........ .. ...... .... ................... Paul Brewitt. 
'V m. Danby, ............ .... ....................... \'i'nL Danby. 
D. ~. DaJy Burjor, ... ......... .. ................. D. S. DaJy Burjor. 
Fnng vVa <'hwm, ............................... ... Fung \Va Cl1t1en. 
A. (J . GonJon ............. ............ ... . ..... .... A. G. Gordon. 
D. Haskell . . . , ................ ..... . .. . .... . .. . ... ... D. Ha~kcll. 

Ho :F'ook ..... ............ .. ................. . ........ Ho Fook. 
Dr. Joruan ......... . ............ . .... ....... .. . .... Dr .• Jordan. 
E. Kadoorit> ............. .. .... ........... .... . .. .... E. l{auoorie. 
G. P. Lammert. ................. ...... .............. G. P. Lammert. 
A. R. Marty, .................................... . .. A. B. JYiarty. 
.J. H. iVIicha<>l.. .... .. ........... ........ ........... ..J. H. 1\!ichad. 
H. ~1. H. N emazee, .................. .. ........... H. M. H. N <>mazee. 
Dr .. J. vV. Noble, ................. . ................ Dr .. ]. \Y . Noble. 
H. E. Pollock. K.c., ............................... H: E. Pollock , K.C. 
PJ. (', RaY, .......... ........ . .. .. .............. ..... E. l ~ . Ray. 
M .. S. Sassoon, .... . .. ... .................. .... .. ... lVI. S. Sa~:;oon. 
(1-. C. Moxon, ......................... ......... ..... G. C. Moxon. 
A. V. Apcar & Co, ..... · ............................ A. V. A pear. 
Amhold, Karberg & Co., ... ...................... E. Goetz. 
\V. S. Bailey & Co., ..................... .. ....... w·. S. Baile.'·. 
Banker & Co, .. ..... ......... . .. .. .................. Geo. Banket·. 
Benjamin, K elly & Potts, ................. ... .... P. C. P otts. 
F. Blackhead & Co., ......................... ...... K. Stockhau:;en. 
Bradley & Co., ..................................... A. Macgowan. 
Bu tterfi('ld & Swire, .................. ... .......... D. H.. Law. 
Caldbe<'k, Macgregor & Co., .. ...... ............. E. W. Mitehell. 
Carlowitz & Co., ............... . ................ . ... H. Schubal't. 
Cawasjee PalanjPt> & Co., ...... .. ...... .......... S. D. Setna. 
S. J. Da,·id & Uo., .. ..... ... ...... .......... ....... 0. I. Elli:;. 
Deaeon & HaRting:;, ..................... .......... J. Hasting:::. 
Dcnny,; & Dowley, .................. .. .. ...... . .... F. B. L. Bowley. 
Gilman & Co., ..... .... ...................... .. .. .... H. \V. Slade. 
Gro:::snwn & Co., .......................... . . .... .... A. Finke. 
H otz .s'.Jacob & Co., ....................... .. ...... G . Brus~e. 
HnghC'~ & H ough, .... .............. ..... .......... T. F. Houglt. 
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.T. D. Humphreys & Son, ........................ H. Humphreys. 
\\'. G. Humphreys & Co., ....................... W."G. Humphreys. 
.1. IJ. Hutehison & Co., ........ ............ .... ... W. M. \Vatson. 
• Tanline, Matheson & Co., ........................ Hon. C. "\V. Dickson. 
• Jebsen & Co., ....................................... H. Jessen. 
Johu:::on, Stokes & Master, ...................... H. J . Gedge. 
Kruse & Co., ........................................ C. \V. Longuet. 
Lai Ring Hong, .... ............ ...... ............. Li Pek. 
Oonglas Lapraik & Co., .......................... J. H. Lewis. 
LanP, Crawford & Co., ........................... F. C. Wilford. 
La ut~, Wegener & Co., ....................... .. .. G. Focke. 
P. Lemaire & Co., ................................. A. E. Meurer. 
Linstead & Davis, ........ ........ ................ .. F . Maitl:tnd. 
W. R. Loxley & Co., .... ........... ............... A. M. Beattie. 
Lu tgen;;, Einsbnann & Co., ... .......... . ........ L. M. H. Boisseree. 
YicEw<~n, Frickel & Co., .... ..................... A. Moir. 
.i\1cGregor Bros. & Gow., ......................... E. H. Hinds. 
YIPleher:; & Co., ........ ... ......................... U. Michelau. 
Meyer & Co., ................................. ...... J. G. Schroter. 
Wm. Meyerink & Co., ............................ C. Mitell. 
Mouusey & Brutton, .............. .. ....... .. ...... G. K. H. Brutton. 
E. Pabaney & Co., .... ........... . .. ..... .. ........ A. Rahim. 
PuneharJ, Lowther & Co., ........................ W. Kidd. 
HiiJecker & Co., .................................... R. Marten. 
l{eis::; & Uo., .......................................... H. E. T01nkins. 
Alex Ho::;::; & Co., ........... .. .................... .C:. H. Thompson. 
Hozario & Co., ............................. .. ........ J. J . Leiria. 
Sander, \Vieler & Co., ............................. A. Becker. 
E. D. Sa.:;soon & Co., .............................. A. J. Rayrnond. 
ShP,mu, Tomes & Co., ............................ C. A. Tomes. 
Siems:;en & Co., .................................... N. A. Siebs. 
H. Skott & Co., ..................................... H. Skott. 
Stewart Bro:::., ................................... ; ... Hon. G. Stewart. 
'l'ata & Co., .......................................... K. D. M is try. 
'l'uruer & Co., .: .................. , .. .. .... .... ...... H. C. \Vilcox. 
V ern on & Smyth, ............................ .... .. F . Smyth. 
\\\,mlt & Co., .. . .......... .............. .... ..... ... vV. Melchers. 
Hnrr.v Wicking & Co., .. .. ........... ....... ...... W. C. Drew. 
GoJdard & Douglas, ......... ............ ........ F. D. Goddard. 
BarreHo & Co ....................................... A. A. H. Botelho, Jr. 

The Agency :-
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Pacific Mail Steamship Co., ............ } 
QcciJcn_tal & O:·iental Steamship Uo.,. E. W. Tildeu . 
1oyo K1sen Kmsha, .................. . ... . 

Bauque de l'Indo-Chine., ........... ..... . .. ... ... G. Meyer. 
<ianaJian Pacific Railway Co., L tJ., ........ .... D. E. Brown. 
Canton Insurance Office, LtJ., ........ ... .. ..... G. T. Veitch. 
Chartered Bauk o£ India Aust.ralia & China., T. P. Cochrane. 
China Export, Import & Bank Co., ............. J. \Vahleu. 
China Fire Insurance Co., Ltd., .... .. .... ...... G. L. Tomlin. 
China Merchants' StE:>am ~avigation Co., .... Chan Hewan. 
China Sugar Refiniug Co., Ltd., ............... H on. C. W. Dickson. 
Compagnie des Messageries Maritimes, ....... G. de Champeaux. 
David Sassoon & Uo., Ltd., ...................... E . Shellim. 
Deutsche Asiatische Bank, ............ .. ........ H. Suter. 
Dodwell & Co., Ltd., ........................ ...... E. S. Whealler . 
East Asiatic Trading Co., .................... .. .. G. Harling. 
Eastern Ex tension, Australasia & Uhina 

Telegraph Co., ...... ... .......... ...... .. ... . J. M. Beck. 
Edwards, Piry & Co, Ltd., ............ ... ..... . . F. Edwards. 
Green Island Cement Co, L td., ....... ... ........ N. H. Rutherford. 
Guarantv Trust Co., of New York., ........ .. .. E. F. Gros. 
Hamburg Amerika Linie., ........ . ............... Behn. 
Hongkong & China Gas Co., Ltd, ............... J. Curry. 
Hollo·kono- Fire Insurance Co., LtJ., ............ G. T. Veitch. 

0 0 

Hongkong & Ko\Yloon Wharf & Godown 
Co., Ltd., ............................. ..... ..... R. J. Macgowan. 

Hongkong Land Investment & Agency Co., 
Ltd., ........... ........... .......... ..... ........ A. S. Hooper. 

Honrrkouo· Ho1Je lVIanufactming Co., Ltd., ... R. Hend(~r~on . 
0 0 

Hongkong & Shanghai Banking Corporation.,J . R.. lVl. Smith. 
H01wkon o· & \VhamrJoa Dock Co., Ltd., . .... . 1N. B. Dixon. 0 ,.., • 

Imperial Bank of China, ........... .............. E. W. Rutter. 
International Banking Corporation, ............ C. R. Scott. 
Mitsui Bussan Kaisha., . ........ ................ .. J . Nahamaru. 
National Bank of Uhina, Ltd., .. ........ .. ..... .. H. Pinckney. 
Nippon Yusen Kaisha., ................ ... ........ T. S. Takayanaji. 
Peninsular & Oriental S. N. Co., ............... E. A. Hewett. 
Rnsso-Chinese Bank, .............................. J. W. R. Taylor. 
Shell Transport & Trading Co., .... .......... .... E. Goetz. 
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Sperry F lour Uo., of San Francisco, . . ........ W. S. Alien. 

Standard Oil Co., of New York, .. .. .... ...... .. \V. B. Walker. 

Watkins & Co., Ltd., ..... .. .... ... .... ... .. .. ..... G . A. Watkin:>. 

Yokohama Specie Bank., ................. ... ..... T. Hodsumi . 

Ewens & Harston, ................................. J. S. Harston. 

Gibb, Livingston & Co., ......................... A. G. Wood. 

Total, ................... , ........ l l i. 

Members wlw have not 1'eco1·ded thei1· f~otes. 

Sir C. P. Chater, C.ALG. 

Mr. C. L. Gorham. 
, Ho Tung. 
, H. N. Mody. 
, A. H. Rennie. 
, A. G. Stokes. 
, E. H. Sharp, K.C. 

Messrs. Ming Kee Hong. 

, N. Mody & Co. 

, H. Price & Co. 

, 
, 

" 
" 
. , 

, 

" · 
, 

Reuter, Brockclnmnn & Co. 

Smith, Bell & Co. 

British Anwrican Tobacco Oo., Ld. 

China Commercial S . S. Uo. 

China Traders' Insurance Co., Ld. 

Chun On Fire Insurance Co., Ld. 

Hougkong Canton & Macao S . B. Uo., Ld. 

Mercantile Bank of India, Ltl . 
Osaka Shosen Kaisha. 

Shiu On S. S. Co., Ld. 

Tai Shing Paper Manufacturing Co., Ld. 

Union Insurance Society of Canton, L tl. 
Wilkinson, Hcywood & Clark, Ld. 

Total, .. ..... ...... ......... ..... 23. 
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A Special General Meeting of the Hongkong General Chamber of 
Commerce was held yesterday aftei·noon in the Chamber Room, City 
Hall, to nominate a Member of the Chamber to take the place in the 
Legi;;l::ttive Council of the Hon. R SHEWAN, who has been granted a 
year's leave of absenc<'. Mr. E. A. HEWETT, Chairman, presided over a 
large attendance. 

The SECRETARY (Mr. A. R. LowE) read the notice calling the 
meeting. 

The CHAIRMAN r0ad a letter dated 4th instant from H.E. Sir HEN.8Y 
BLAKE, Governor, intim::tting that the Hon. H. SHEWAN had been granted 
a year's leave of absence and asking that a meeting of the Chamber be 
called to nominate a Member of the Chamber to take his place on the 
Legislath·e Council. 

On the motion of the UHAIIlMA~, seconded by Mr. D. R. LAW. 
Mes;;r;;. T. P. CocRRANE and J. G'tlo,;MANN were appointed ~crutineeers. 

The UHAIR111AN, having explained the condition;; concerning the 
speaking and voting, called on the proposer of the first nomination . 

Mr. D. R. LAw said :-Mr. Chairman and Grntlemen,-I have 
much plem;ure in proposing Mr. Pollock, K.c., as the Chamber's 
repre~entative in the LegislatiYc Council during Mr. Shewan's absence. 
I do so with every confidence, being sure that we could not make a 
better selection, and T trust, gent.lemen, that you will share my views 
and give him your support. ·without for a single minute desiring to 
detract from the undoubted suitability in many ways of Mr. H ewett, I 
shonld just like to point out briefly in '"hat respects Mr. Pollock has, in 
my opinion, many arlv:mtages to recommend him to your snffrages . 
His long residence here, and his intimate knowledge of all public matters, 
combined with the fact that he has always taken a very keen interest in 
everything relating to the public weal, renders him peculiarly suitable 
for a seat in the Legi~lative Council. He may not be so well acquainted 
with commercial details as Mr. H ewett, but I venture to suggest to you 
that, considering Mr. Pollock's long acquaintance with business matter~ 
brought under his observation professionally, he has a sufficiently 
accurate general knovdedge of commercial methods to make it worth 
our while to secure hi~ services. And, when we come to consider his 
undoubted ability a!:i a lawyer, coupled with his long service as Acting 
Attorney-Gen eral, none o£ us can help admitting that therein he pos£:e,:ses 
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a distinct advantage over his opponent, an advantage which I beg you 
to consider whether it would not be wise to procure in our own interests 
as well as in those of the gent>ral community . You must rl:'member, 
gentlemen, that in di:-;cussing the appointmen t of a rrprescntative we 
have to consider the fun ctions of the Legi.;;la tiYe Council. It exists 
principally, as you are all aware, for the making of laws, and who could 
be better able than Mr. Pollock, .,vith his legally trained mind, to 
protect and fight fearle".~ly for the interests committed hy us to his 
care ? Gentlemen, I take .it that you desire to ~ecure the serYices o£ a 
representa tive who will voice your· views in the Councils of this Colony. 
If this be so, I can confidently appeal to you to support Mr. Pollock. 
He is willing to come to you at critical times and ask your advice on all 
matters. that relate to your interests, and urge th<>m with all the power 
and ability that you so well know he posse:>scs. Do not be carried away 
by t.he cry" Let us have a business man, a shipping man, to represent us." 
Let us choose the best man. Use yonr matured judgment in consider­
ing this important question, ancl support l\ft·. Pollock, the candiclate who 
is most likely to serve your interests, and through his influence with 
the Government secure from time to time the legislation you consider 
desirable in the interests of the Colony. (Applause.) Gentlemen, I will 
not detain you longer. I leaYe the is,;ue of this election conficlently in 
your hands, resting satisfied that you will exercise that Round judg ment 
for which the business men of Hongkong are alreacly noted. (Applause.) 

l\1r. N. A. SIEns seconded. 

Mr. J . H. LEWIS said:-Mr. Chairman and Gentlemen,-We have 
listened with much interest to Mr. Law's Ploqurnt speech in advocating 
the election of lVlr. Polloek. I quite agree with what l\1r. Law says 
with regard to M1·. P olloek 's qualifications as a legal advi:;er, but l 
maint.-'1-in that what 'Ye want as the representative in the Legislative 
Council of a commercial body is a commercial man (H ear, H ear and 
Applause), a man who is practically a merchant and who is in daily and 
continual touch with merchants. I think we want the very best man, 
but with all due deference to Mr. Pollock I do not think he will be the 
hest man . \Ye know what Mr. Hcwett can do working for the general 
community. H e is able, he is willing, and he takes a Lrm ty interest in 
his work ; and I tlJink that if we Plect him to n 'p·rs<'d the ('hamLer of 
Commerce on the Legi:;lutive Council we ~hall h<n·e a member fearless 
and ahle to represent us and advocate our interests. I have much 
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pl<-'a~ur<' in proposing :Jfr. HPwt>tt a..: onr J'Ppr<'..:l'Utative on thr Legi::;la tiYe 
( 'omwil. (Applau.-e.) 

:\h. E . W. llil'J'CTTELL ..:aid:--;-Mr. l'hairman and GentlPnH•n,- Tlw 
memiH·r~ of thi:- ( 'ham])(' r of ( 'omuH:'rc<· ;nn,:t congratnlatP them~Phe~ on 
haYing two ,:nC'h mt>n a~ :\Ir. Pollock and Mr. Hf'wPtt willing to repre~ent 
u,: on tlH• L<'gi ~latin• Council. Th<>~· arc hoth ahiP nH•n , horh <'JJPrg<>tic, 
anrl both <'andid: lt<'" haw th<· tnw intl'rE',:t,.. of the ( 'olony at hc•art. W r 
are hl'<'<' to-day to ,q·Ject oJH' of th<•,:p g<>ntll'nt\'11 to rrpr<'-"<•nt tl..:. I 
haYe no hc•"i tati<,n in 'aying that l ,:hall giYe my Yote to Mr . Ht>wett, 
lwcan~e, lik<· =h. L<'IY i~. I fP(' l w<' ought to haY<' a <:ommrrcial man to 
re1n·e~ent a commereia l body. (Hear. H Par.) That i,: th<' fir:-;t coni'icler­
ntion. l\'fr. H<·w<•tt i..: not nnl.'· Yl'r.'· wPII 1 <'r>'<·d in tiH' genPral 
co:nnwreial qtH'"tion." of tlH· Far Ea>'t. lmt lw ha;: al:-;o a ~OUitd and 
pradiea 1 know IP<IgP of m nnil'i pa I wor!; . Tlwr<', g<•ntl<>nH'Il , ycm _ haY<• 
tlu• two combined. To Ill,'" idea that i..: tlw id<'al man to Ill' on tlw 
Lrgi:-;latiY<· ( 'ouncil. \r<• Plt>et<•<l him, at th<' la,;t annual m<•<'ting-. on 
tlw eommitt<•<• of thi~ { 'lw ml l(•r. That conlmittf'l• (•lect<>d him tlwir 
chairman. ~m<.>ly that lll'OI'(·~ tliat we lwn' Pwry confidPnCP in Mr. 
Ht>w ett. LPt n,. rxtend that confi<lt>nc<' nn<l Pl<>ct him a,: onr r<>pr<·­
:"l'ntatin• to th<· L<·g: ~l ntiY<' ( 'omwil. r IH·g to ~('('<IIH I :VIr. L(•Wi>' ',.. 
motion. (Applnu,:<•. ) 

Th<• ( 'nAI IUL\::\ JH·xt call<•d 011 othPr mPm lH'r" to nddrP:-.• tlw nH·<'ting. 
A." IIOJH' off<>rrd t<l ,.p<•<t k. ht' ea llP< l on th<· c;~ n didnt< ·~. 

l\Ir. P oJ,LnCK. who \Y:t:- r<·c"iY•·d ,..-ith applau>'<'. ;:aid: <l<·ntkmen . 
-A hunt tlm•P da.' ~ ago, wiH·n [ ,,-a.• fir"t in[omH·d thnt thPn· wa>' to IJ,. 
a Yacancy in tlw Ll'gi•latin• ( '.111 1H'i l for a 1'<' 111'<•:-;<•nt:tlin• front the 
('h:nnh<'r of ( 'om nwn·<· owill.'.!: to tlw al'pr •nching <h·pnrtnr<' of .'.!:·. 
Slwwnn from thi.- ( 'olnnY. l ,:<-t<·n;:i .. <'d to J•UI my.•<·lf fol'\'::ll'd :1" a 

eandidnt<.> fOI' tiH' po~t in Yi<'\\' of tlH· raet that I \Y:t" urg<•d to do :-;() h:· 
influr nrial g<·ntl<'lll<'ll repn•.-c·nting yr>~IJ' conlmr>rci;:l (·omm11nity. If it 
had n••t h<'<'ll for th<' fad that I 11·:;" uro·('d I"· the"<' o·•·ntlenH'Il to l'OI1Jt' n .. l""t 

fonYard to r•or1l<'~t tlu• "<'at in tit<' ( 'onn<'il . 1 c<•rtainly >'h<ntld nnt lwY<' 
hr<·n hold <•nough on my own initi:ltin• to han• done -o. \\'<·11. g<'ntl<•­
men, a:- 1 "aid, T Jdc•nlli rH·d ,.:onw thrf'e d::y" ago. nft<'l' I h<lll h<.>:trd that 
Mr. Slwwan 1\'a>' nhout to l<•ayp thP ( 'ohm~·, to ,:tnnd for thi~ i'f.'nt. nnd 
on tlw v<>r .'' fi1·st dn:v I wa." nwt with ne1v~ of a somewhat di~f]Hil'ting, 
"011l<'wlwt di~C'onraging, <'h:tr<tet<' l', lwca11,.::, I \Ya:-; infot' lll<'d that !'or ~Oilll' 
'''<'<'k" pn..:t- h1·n or thn·<· W<'<'k" pa..:t. at :dl <· l·<'nt:-; -g<'nrl<'liH'll had lil'('ll 
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<·anYa:<:<ing for ~Ir. H <>wett. aml that it wa,.: practically hopele:<:< for me 
to .~tand for thf' s<>at nt thi:< tim<>, hPc·aus<>, I wa~ told thr majority of 
your Yotr.~ had lwen promi:<etl to .Mr. H ewett. \V t>ll, gentlellle>n, that 
;li<l not discourage me, Eor \\'hen I camt> to revie>v the mattn 1 was 
~ati~fiP<l that there were certain gentlemen among;:t you who might not 
unnaturally have expre~sed themseh·es as unanimous to Yote for Mr. 
HewPtt under the impre;:sion that he wa.~ the only can<.lidate likely to 
comP formnd, and I felt e()rtain also that wh <•n :·ou hear<.! another 
candidat<' was coming forwa rd you would earefully rPcon~ider the 
matter, and _you would, as it is your bonnden duty to do, weigh as 
eart>fnlly tht> rP:<pectiw nwrit." of eucb candidate brought befor<> you. 
f f<>lt C'Prtain that ~·on, a,.: gpntJemen of husinps,.:, would not ha,;ti)y 
make up your mind,- on a mattPr of th i~ importance, but that you wonld 
w·ry anxion.~ly go into thC' qut>:'tion of tlw respectiw cnpabilitieio: of thl' 
l'<•:<p<·diYc eandida tt>.~. \V<•ll no"·, gPntlt>men, J humbly ,.:ulJIIJi t to you 
that ha vino· rf'•rard to th<• fact that your rt>[ll'e:<entarive in tlH• Le!!i,.:latiYe ., ~ ~ ... ~ ' 

< 'omwil i:< required to ;;it then• iu a lt>gi,;latiYP capaeity, I , ns I haYe 
:'Hhmitt<'d in my manift>,.;to, am Pntit.led to yom suffragt>,.:. 1 han• hrrr 
an "Expre~~ ., which wa:; i:;sued to-Juy- I suppo:w it was m Pant to be 
lmmorou,;-which reads - "An ounce of practical expcrienct' i;; worth a 
ton of trained IPgal mioJ." (Laughter.) \V ell, gentlenH'n, what i,; the 
prndiea l <'XlH'l'it>ne<> whieh you reqnire from the gentleman who is to 
rf' lll'(•~ent yon in a legi~lative capacity upon the ( 'ounril? Thc· practical 
<'XJIPriPn CP which :·on r<·<1nire .from tlmt gentlE>man i:; prac·tical exporirnce 
in tlw drafting of legi,.:)nti\·p mea:;ur<'i'. (A voice: No.) You mwt a 
t'f'[lr<'i'entatin' who has knowledgt> of what is the int<•ndPd purpo~<' of 
"uch nwa,.:ure,; and ,;ueh amendment,; ami ~uch altNation:< in t he law a,; 
may be lwought forwanl by tlw Gowrunwnt. (Hrar, Hear, an<l 
Applau:<t> .) Smt>ly, gentlenwu, if Mr. Hcwett, hom hi,.: e:-qwriencc in 
mnn iei pa I 11111 tt<•r,.;, may he i'ai<l to po;:,.:p,.::< an ounce of practical ex­
p<•riencP, l think [ may fairly clrtim, owing to the faet that for thr<'l' 
yt>ar;; I ad<'d a,; Attot'ney-Ueneral, to have a hundrrd w<>ight of :<nch 
experi<>nt•f•. (A Yoice : No.) Mr. Brown ,.:ay,.; No; lw hn:< ht>en a Yery 
I'IWrgetic cam·a,.:,;pr on l1ehalf of Mr. H<·wett. gent.lt>rnen, a~ yon arP 
aware. ( La nght(·1·, during which .J[r. Brown <·xelainwd: Nothing of 
tltt> sort.) I C'ongratn lat<• him npon hi,.: aetiYity, but I think, ge?ntlem<·n, 
yon \\'ill hP able by your \'Ote:< to di:<connt that acti,·ity. (HPnt>wed 
laughter.) lt mu,.:t UP obYiou~ to all or you that in ~()far a~ C0111tn(•rcial 
<'xperi<·m·<• i" n·qnirt•d .\fr. He\\<'tt is :-lll JWrior to m:·,.:<•lf, but ,.:urel~·, 

gPntlPllH'll, llOn(' of :·ou will COnt('IJd that in th<• PYPnt of Hli_Y COlllliWrCial 

matt<•r coming up in the l 'ouncil. T ,;h:)nld not he alJll' to outain such 
particular,.: all(] in,.:truction,.: from yom committer a:< would rnable me to 
intc11iapntly rmcl fully di~cu :o;~ in the { 'ouncil ~uch connn<>rcial matt<'r::: 
as rey~ire to be Ji~eu:;:'ed. (Applau:<<'.) I :;hould certainl.Y, gE-ntlemen, 
upon ,.:uch mattpr,; con,.:ult your comlllittee, and the committee would. 
,,.in• me the bC'st and fullest of thei r aJYicC', anJ [ ,.:houhl makt> U:-!<' of 
;hat advice in Council to fur ther your interest:<. ( Applau~t·.) On the 
other hand, gentlemen, what ahont pradical legal experi<·nce :' How i ~ 
it po:<sible that Mr. Hcwett can be supplieJ with pradical legal ex­
perience lwre? I sul.lmit, gentlpmen, it i:< impos:<ible ~hat he co_uld lw 
supplied with ,;uch lPgal experience a:; wou Id enable hun. wr~- oH en on 
the :-~pur of tlH~ moment, a:; ha:; bt>en ,.:pen, to ,_;ppak. on C<'rt~ln a.mend­
ments brought forward by tlw Government. I "at fo1: a JH'notl o£ three 
year:< in the L<'gi:·dati\'P C.~ouneil as you will hanJ uoheed hy Ill." man­
i£e~to. and ther<•ll\· a('quire<l an nctual practical kno\\'lt·dge of. thl' 
draftill'r of law:; a:;. well a,; o£ the procedurl' of the LPgi,_JatiYe { 'ouneil. 
I will 1~t keep you longer in thi:; t>xtremely trying ht:at, hu~ wi l ~ lt•aw 
this mattt>r in YOlll' own han•l", antl ,.:itnply a:<k :·ou, w1thout fear. fa Your, 
or affection, to. giw your vote,.: to whichewr of the two eanLliJatc·-:, Mr. 
Hew<•tt and my:<<'lf, you think tlw more worthy of your :<uffrag!':<. 

(Applause.) 

~Ir. HEWF.T'l' :<aid:-Gentlt>mcn, - \Vu all know what it 1~ to :<uffer 
from lilt lllltl/.l'<ti8 'fUarl ~l'heure, and T lllU:'t conf<·.~~ to Ill," t'X IH'r!encing 
~on 1Pthing of the kind :tt the pre:;en t moment in finuing my,t·l l' [or .tlH· 
fir:;t time in oppo~ition to my nr~· gootl fri end, ::vrr. Pollod:. fn com1ng 
for ware!. howeYer, an1l in offering my,.:t>IE a:; the repre,_;l'ntati re of t-Ill' 
Chamber of ConlllJCI'C'l' ou the Lt•gi"latin~ C'oun cil, I do ,.:o in tlw lH·Iid 
that T am qualified to ad in thi." capacity. l wonld ~tat<• that m.'· t'OIIl­
mer~ial training comlnPn<.:Pll :2t) _YPHl' :< ago, and nl'nrly :2:1 y<·n r" of tlw:<t• 
haYe bePn pa~,;ed in the lea1ling hu,_;itw:<~ eentrP:< bPtW<'l'll hen' and 
Yokohama. I think T may claim thPrt>EorP that I han· a n•ry _goo1l 
o·eneral knowh~dge o[ tlw t;·.ule of tlw Far Ea:<t. In addition to thi" 111.'· 
~r<.linnry bn:"ine:-:,.: ha,; kept me thoroughly in toueh with tht> home_ tn.ul t• 
an<l also with our important i.ntere<t:< in the Rtrait,.: anJ India. BaYing 
:;pent ultogethc1• some :<e\en years in Hong];;ong, _I IHt\'P during tht> la:<: 
two year~ of my re:<iuence here bt•cn t>nable<.l to ptek up tl~t> threa.J~ of 
the variou,; intere,.:t:; eonnected with tlw Colony, and I ft•el thPrdore 
that I am ju:<titled in offering 111,\':'l'lf :t:< th<· rt·pro~t'lltatin· of tl ti~ C'lt.an~­
ber 011 the L <>gi:-olatin· l'onncil. A,; 1\ir. l'ollock Ita,.: n·mark<-d, 1t 1,., 
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Pxt;·eJnely warm. and \\"<' do not wi.-h to ,;ray lwn· a minute long<·r than 
1:- li ('C('-'-<an·. But I will onl.'· add rha: if you du Jll(' t!H· honOHI' or 
Plt>ctiug li lt' T :-hall do all in lll_Y power to furth('l" your int<·n .... t~ a-. far 
a,; our n·lation,.. with the Uo\emnwnt art' c·oncerned. (.Applau,;p, ) \rt' 
''"ill now proee<•d with tlw Yoting. 

Balloting tla·n t•rO!'<'Pded, and ,Y!wn all thP canb ha d lwen handed 
in <111d the votp,; counted, tht> n•,;nlt ''"a" annonnePd hy tlw CuAJJDI.\X a-< 
fullo"·" : -

~lr. l'ollock . li:l; :\Ir. He\\Ptt, .)4 . 

Tlw annoUllL'Cl llt'll t wa~ gr<'t'tl'd \Yit h loud a ppl:t u~<·, and when thi,.. 
had :;uh~id ('(l, 

TIH· l'tL-I.IlDIAX ,-:1id: Gt>ntlt•lm·n, th<· n•,.:ult of rhi~ dt·ctioJJ ''"ill l•e 
commuuicateJ to H. E. tilt> Cl-oY<'rnor in due eour,;e. 1t now onh· 
rrmnin,.. for th\• mel'ting to pa,.:-< a Yote of thank- to tlw .-<crutin<·er,;. 
(ApplatN'.) 

, 
Mr. P OLLOC'K :-G-t•utlcJJI<' Il , I am mueh (lbligt>d to tl w,;e who ,..up-

ported Ill<', hnt l con.-ide1· my,;elf parti<'nlarly fortunate in having 
:;uceN·thod in gaini11g tiH• st•at in the L<·gi,;)atiw ( 'ouucil in Yiew of the 
fact thnt I \\·as OJi lH>H~ <l to a g<'ntlt'mall po,;:--es~ing ,;m·h .~t rong qualifl­
tation,; a,.: my fr i<•Jul, J\Tr. 1-l<'Wl'tt. (.Applause.) 

Th\' ( '!U.l!DI,\:> .• hook hand- with .Jlr. J>,>IJo~· k. 1Yl10m he congr:ttu­
lated upon !Ji,; election. and thc·n·a[tt•r tlw nH•l'ting di,;per,;<•<l. 

l'uLoXI.U. ::-;!;Cl:J~TAH¥·,, 01'1'1($, 

Hu:s-mwxc;, 1-.lth Augu,..t, 1 uo:t 
~m.-I a1n diredt•d to aekno,1·lcdge the rPceipt o[ your lett<•r o[ 

t ill' l i th in~tant, n oti r.~·ing that th<' t'hamlx•r ha:- HOmiHatecl .Jir. I l.E. 
l'OLLUCK, K.c ., for tlw H'at on the Lc•gi~lative C'ou11ci l tt•n1porarily vacn11 t 
hY the aL;;ence of tlw Hon ourable H. G. RHRWAX on lean•. 

i . ram to ,;bttt· that Hi:< Ext"dlency tht• GO\"CI"IlOJ" ha,; lJet'll pk:t,;('d 
to :-;igniEy hi:; npproY:d of tlw nomination.--! haw, &t·., 

F. H. ::\lAY, ( 'olonial ~eerdan·. 
Tlw Seer\"tar.1·, G":'\Eit AL CILUIHEJt 0 1• l'oi.IDmH CE, liongkong. 

l (},) ) 

s 
Imbecile Persons Introduct:.on Ordinance, 1904. 

P1::>1:'\~L"L.\II t\: 0hii::>TAL i":\TE.DI X.\YW.\'I'IO:'\ ( 'o)ll'.\:'\Y, 
H OC\<:KoXG. l!Jth .January, 190±. 

Km, H<•l't·I-ring to the di~eu:-<~ion,.: whieh haw taken place at the 
( 'o lll lllitt\'<' ~Ieeting~ of tlw C'hamiH•r of ( 'omuwrc<> with n•ganl to the 
Bill now il<·fon• t lw Le).ri"latin' <'ouneil enti t iled ''Th<• Undc,.:irnble 
PE>r:.;on,.: Tntrodudio11 Ordinanc<· ·· l now h<>g to enclo,;p for the inform­
ation of tlw ( 'ommittN• cop:· of a Pdition :uldn•,;,;rJ to H. E. the Officer 
Admini,;tt>ri ng the ({owrnment praying that the propo:;ed l .egi:.;lation 
be ahamlmwd. 

The l)l'tition 111 qu<.>-.tion ha:< bt><'n nn:mimou,;Jy ,;ignrd by the 
Shipping n•pre:::cnh•d in tlw l'olony.-I hav<', &c., 

4"-. H. Lo\n:, E~<h i":\(·erdary, Ht•X<lKOi\G GmmilAL CHAll!BEit o.Jf 
('o.mmncK 

HongLwug, 30th Decem her, lUOi3. 

To !lis f~'.l"l"l'lli.'IICfJ 

F . H. :JU .. Y. C'.~r..: . 

Til t· Uftien Admini,;t<·ring thl' (·hm·mnwnt uf Jlongkoug. 

THI~ UC:\ll3LE PEl'l'l'IUX of tht• "Gndt•rsig1wd n•pn•;.;c•ntatiYr~ 

of tlic' ,·arion:- Khipping ( 'onlpani<·,- in Hongkoug. 

HP.-pec:tfully ~IH'W<'th that tlw propo:-etl Bill now ht·for<' tlH' Lt•gi.-<­
lati,-c ( 'ouneil c•nt itle!l ' ·An Ordinane<.> to }li'OYide for tlw Bt·covery of 
( 'lmrgt-:- incunrtl hy thP ( 'olony on :wcount of <.:<'l'tai:: UJH!esir~tLlo 
pt·r-ou, introducPd into tlH' Colon~· .. k•ing in our opinion ealeu la t<.>d to 
inflid untltH' ltard,;hip on tbP Trade• of the Colony. it i.~ de..:iraLIP in tbe 
interp::;t,; of all tho,.,t' engaged in traJp hen• that it Le withdrawn. 

In ,;npport of our [H'ti tion WP bPg: to lay hrfon• Y om Excellency 
tl u• following Cad,;, which we trn~t will. on full eon:;idc•ration, eonvince 
Your Exeelkncy that whil <.> t h<· propos<.>J legi,;lation i,; not really 
neee,;,;ary, it will, if brought into pffeet, prow a wry rea l hartl,.:hip_.:.­
we may 0\-en as,;ert an inju~tice-on the "hipping <'ngageJ in trade 
wi tl1 thi:< C'olon.'·. 
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"W (' glaJy recugnist> that the Gonrnment hn:-; Jming the cliscu,;:;ion 

in Comwi l on the propo~ed Bill, shown readinc,:' to consider the objec·t­
ion:< ra ised by the Gnofiicial ;viemhcrs not only in modify ing thP original 
c:onditi on~ of thP Bill, hut al:<o in po:<tpon ing a fiual Jecision in orJer to 
allow the Chamber of l'ommerce, through their r('pre.~entative, to fully 
,.;tatc their objections to the Bill. 

Your Petitioners arp in eompld<• aceord with the Yic\1·,: of the 
Commi ttee of the Chamh(:'t' of ( 'otumrr<:e in oppo:<ing tlH• propo::wd legisla­
tion nnd now, therefore, wi:;lt to :-:u pport that ( 'ommittec by setting 
forth their rea:-;on,.. for opposing the Bill. 

In approching Yonr ExcelleHey on the subject Your Petitioner:-; 
will take a:; their text the draft of the proposed Bill with amendments 
as left in (_'ommith·e at the ln:;t mePting of the LegislatiYc Council lwld 
on the 2:~rd in:::tant, a copy of the Bill being attached hereto. 

1 otn· PPtitiOJtPr,; would beg to direct attention to the fact that 
before a lunatic, idiotic or imbecile per:-;on can he landed from a ye,.:,;el 
the con:-;ent of a certain GoYernment Official mu,;t be obtained. 

There i::; 11oting to :-:how that thi:; ofti.eial i;:; obliged to give permi::;­
,ion for the per,:on in que:;tion to be lauded, anJ it would appear, there­
fore, that should permission be withheld, the ma,;ter of a ve;:;sel may be 
compelled to kc•<'P t.he pe r~on in que:;tion in custody, and in the 
ordinary pro::;ecution o£ his ,-oyage to convey him to another port, 
perhap:< f:n· di~tant; thu..: rendering himst>lf liable not only to heavy 
e:xpcn~e bnt abo' p('rhn p,; to a claim for damages through forcibly taking 
a per:;on to ,.:ome port to which hr does not wish to proceed. · 

Yo11r Petitioner.~ wouiJ Eurther Hlb!ll it that a Ye::;:-:d c1·en nuder 
the mo:;t favomahk condition,; i~ not th<' proper place for the confine­
ment of a lnnatiq or jJerson requiring ,.:pccial care and r('straiut, ami 
that. the nw:-;ter of a n-.~,;el ,;[wuld therefon• hnYc full right to land such 
a per:-;on at H ongkong at any time. ·The que,;ti oJJ a,; to the expens(':< 
incurred i~ a matter which eoulJ subsequently be ;:ettled between the 
.Master and the Go\·ernment. 

Your P etitioner :< recognise that w!tile lunatic:< or imbecile:> are 
occa::;ionally ('arricd on board YC:<~eJ,; a,; pa:<,:euger:< under :<pecial arran­
gement, case~ may ari;-;e \Yhcrc it i~ found ueee::;,;ary to land the~<' peopl<' 
here. Under :;uch condition,; the ma!:'ter of the \'e:;:;(') or her ownNs or 
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agents will [ll't'~nmahly hav<> in tlw fi1·:;t place protected thcm~rln•s 

ag:1in ~t po,.:,.:ihlP los;; in :<tH.:h an Pn'ntua li ty; hnt Your Petitioner,: natu­
rally Yi('W with alarm thr further liability which the proposed legi~la­
Lion contrmplates plac·ing upon the :<hipping tra<l<· in ca,.e:; where ~ueh 
an arrangement has not been made. 

It is true that thi;; liability will not fall upon the Ye:<:<el if it can be 
proYecl thr~t thr person Lecarne in:-;ane after c>mbarkation ; but who i~ to 
fix the exact poin t or time at whi<~h :1 per,.:on <;ea:<c::> to h<· :<anP? 

Some of Your Petitioners have recent knowledge of cases, which 
can be qnotPd, wlwrf' pa:<sengt>r . .: ,yjw \H'I'(' known, or :<n.-:pectecl by their 
frit>tH.ls of !wing Pither in:<ane or n•rgi.ng 011 i'uch a stat.P, haw bec·n 
plaeed on hoard ,.e:<:-;<'1:< '"ithout any intimation of t!w fad b<•ing gin'n 
to th(' agent:-; or ma,.trr of tlw Ye~,.:p],.:. and it \\·a,. only nft('t' tlH•:<e 
unfortunate p<'opiC> had gin·n -:ign:< of i11 ~anity that inquiry ha.-: pro,·ed 
that tlwy \\'f'r<' of Ull:<vnnd mind llt th<• ti llH' of <·mba rka t.ion. 

In tlw:<P circum;.tanee:<, under the propo,:<•d Bill th<· :;hip owtH'r or 
ma:<ter vYould be re;;;pon,.ihle up to tlw ,:um of $5,000 for ><u~h a per:<on·~ 
ox pen;;e:<. 

It may be granted that in :<ome case;: tll(' rxp<'ll"t'" mighb ·po:;:-:ibl." 
he partially I'<'CoYrr<'d, bnt to attempt this \\-otdcl inYoln• great tr·ouble 
and :Hlditio:1al exp<~n ~<· npon th<• .•hip. eoupl<•d \\'ith the• nncer ta inh· o[ 

ul timate ,:ncee:<:<. 

Yont· P<>titioner;: ~~-oul(l fm ther beg to <lired 1 our Excellc•ncy',.: 
attention to the fact t.hat, _if sneh objeetions nw~· I)(> rais<>d when dealing 
with pa,;,;euger,.: of nationalities otlwr than ( 'hine,:(', tlw,;c, Jifficultie:< 
wi th rrg<ml to the ( 'hinr;:c• tra ffic mu-:t he gr<'nny acc<:ntnatcd. 

It i,; e~ti mated that sonwthing lik<• two million ChitH':<u conw into 
tlw Colony P\'('r~· year. 

It wonl<l he ab.•olnt('ly impossible to att<•mpt anything like a l"ati,:­
factory o:· reliable nwd ical in"pection of sneh n nnmlwr of peoplP, and 
yC't thi:< i,.; thP on!.'· equitnhlt> way to catT~- out thP propo:<cd Jegi~lntion . 

The expt·n~c of the necessary :<taff \\·ould alonP prore an in:<nperablc 
objection, :n~d inJePd tlw idea of ,:uch an Pxamination \rith a Yiew to 
pr<'Y<'nting th<• arriYnl in Hongkong of ( 'hin<•::;e infected with lmhonic 
plagtw wa:< aban<.loned .:olely on that ground. 
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There are other, and. from a hn:<ine:<" point of Yie"·· (•qual ly eogent 

r<'n;;on;;, \Yhieh eonld hP lH·onght for\\ard again:<t ..:neh n ".'""t<'lll, :nnong 
which might lw ncldneed th<> following :-

No medical in;;pection wonltl prp;;umably be made of the enormou,; 
number of fishing and trading junk:-: which arP daily entering the 
waters of thi,- Uolon:·, and Your Petitionc•r,.: would th<>refot'P wntmr to 
:o:ubmit that it would h · nnjn..:t to attempt to eo:ltrol the Chin<'.:(• traflie 
by foreign yp,;~p] ,.: whil<> nntin.• eraft arr <'XPmpt fmm :' twh ='11IH' 1Ti~io n. 

To holu a ~hipown~'r or ,-hipmn,tf'r linbl<' for expen.:;e,. incUJTt>d 
through unwittingly bringing a ('hine>,.:e lunatic into th<' Colon.'· ntHler 
the existing condition." of th<• pa:-~<·ngPr traaie "·ould. Yonr l'<·titioner,.: 
~uhmit, hr inflicting n gn•at and UllllH'ritPd hanl..:hip ''"hich if enforced 
would rPi'ult in "l'rion:-ly <-rippling that hraneh of comnwrc·r upon which 
tlw pro,;perit;· of thi, ( 'olony and e\·er~· eomp01wnt part th<•rpof nH>'-'t 
vitally depend:-:. 

Your P etitioner:o:, even ai'~uming: the om1;; of proof that a certain 
imbecile or lunatic arriYecl in the Colony by a particular w::::;el \YOuld 
rest with thr GovPrnment, r<'ganl with concern tlw rc•:<pon~i bilitir . ..: 
which may be thu:< unju,.tly CorePd upon n•,;,..:t•b, in con:<t'<[ll('llCC of tlw 
ease \Yhi<:<h Chine..:(• eYid<>ncc can lw pro<lneed and tlw impo . ..:,;ihilitY of 
the shipowner or ma,.t1•r contron•tting :<m:h (•Yidene<', o"·ing to. tlw 
want of any record or photograph hy which to idPntify tht> pn,.:,;l'ngPr~ 
actun.lly cniTieJ. To (',;tnbli:<h and maintain :<nch n r<·eord \nmld he 
:1 mo:<t cxpen,.:in• if not ah..:olntl·ly i!Olpractieablr tne:l,.:nr(•. Yonr 
Petitioner,; tlwn·forP n•,.:l><'etfully nrg(' npon Your l<"Jx.el'll<•nl·y that utlll(• r 
the existing MPrchanr Shippin,g A<.:t and the local Yngrant Ad (K"o. 2:) 

of li:i97) the- tfoYNnmPnt of th<> ( 'olon.'" i..: full~· protP<'ted again..:t thP 
unlawfu l introd;1etion into Hongko;1g h.'· ,-hipm.t..:tpJ·., of de,-ritnll'" and 
nntle,;i rn ble:o:, and ..:nl!l.)l it that tiH' prP,.:l'nt propo,;ed lrgi:<la tion i,. not 
required in tlw in t\'rC':-:t:- of tiH· taxpaye-r,: of tlH• ( 'olon.Y, wllil(' if e:tr­
rit•d into Pffeet it could not fail to :<<·t·ion,;l.Y injnrP the nntranlnwi!Pd 
Chinese pa,;,;png(•r traffic on \Yitich Hongkong ,;o gn•atly dqH'n<k 

Your Petition<·r~ <.:OJJ,.:ider that, if it hr dt>eidPd that it j,; ah,.:oluteh· 
nece>5:;ary to legi ~late in tiH· po:vpo,.:ed direction, tlw public int~>n•;t 
wonld he ~uffici<'nt l.Y ,.:nfl'gnard<>d h.Y the in~titution of a filw, ,;ay of 
$500, again,.:t th(• ma,;tl'r or omwr" of a ,·p,.:,-pl illl!'OI't ing a lnnativ, 
idiotic or itnlJecilc p(•r:-oll othl'r than of ( 'hin<':-e nationality in tu the 
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C'olom· without permi:-:-ion of the GoYernnwnt. Your P(•t itionl'r:< al,;o 
con,;iJ(>r that ( 'hiJW:'e :<IIOuld lw Pxeludi•J fmm the :-cope or tlw Bill 
altogether, as it i~ manifef'tly impo:-::o:ible to deal ''"ith tlwm, nnd they 
further understand that the Hongkong Gon•rnm<>n t newr haYI' any 
difficulty in arranging with tlw Chine"e Gowrnmrnt to rccciYe "ueh 
persons of that nationality as it may be Jesirable to deport. 

Your Petitioners would venture to remind You r E xcPll t•ncy that 
the care of the llef'titutc insane is one of the dutie" or a Gowrnmrnt, 
and would with all dUl' respect submit that if by chanc<> an i:<oluted 
case occurs and a non-r<•>:ident thus become~ a charge on the rate;:, on 
the other hand it :-hould br borne in min1l that larg<' sum,; ar<' annually 
;:pent i11 the Cvlony by ,.i.,itor;; who,:~ pn•;;etwe herl' ~o la rg<'ly condtwP" 
to it!:' pro~peri ty. 

Your Prtitionrr,; thr rrfore tru:<t that Your Exeellt•ncy, :t ft(•r gi ,·ing 
thi,- our P eti tion carPful con,-idt>ration, will ngr<>e tu withdraw tit(' 
proposed Bill. 

AnJ Your Pdi tion"r" will (' \ W pray. 

lDllllRRT A. H EWR'l"l', 

S 11 Jle?'i 11/ e nclPnl, 

Prnin~ular & Orien tal Stt,am ~aYigatiun ( 'u. 

.],\ItDIXE, )JATUEI-'0~ & ( 'o., 
f7ell t'J·((l Jfi.uw_qe1·s. 

Jndo-('hi na Stram Xa,·igatiun <'o., Ld. 
. I :tt'nt s, 

Driti:<h Intlia S. X. t 'o .. Ld. 
1 ndra Line, Ld. 
A,-iati<.: f.'. N. Co., Ld. 

Ut•'l'TF:RFll!:Lll & SWIRl':. 
.rl.'ti!lt!S. 

China ~a Yign tion ( 'o., LJ. 
O<.:ean Stenm.~hip t 'u., Ld. 
China Mutual Stenm~hip ( 'o .. Ld. 
Norddentscher Lloyd-Orient Line. 
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(it BB. Ltn:-;u~Tu:s & < 'o .. 

.rl!tl' llt.<, 

s 

B<·n Linr of :-:.t~:>nHH'I'" · 
• Bn"i·rr·n & Au~tra 1 inn K. ~. ( 'o .. Lti. 

f',J I·:;m::-;v.:-> l\' ( 'o. 

:-:.nV.\\' AK 'J'!I:\IE:< & ( 'o .. 

G t' i'f''l 'lll .ll un<tfjl'r.<. 
( 'hina & 1\ianila ~. K. l 'o .. Ld. 

h't'lll'l'af _l.tti' Jtls . 

Anwricnn ,\' A~ iatic ~- K. ( 'o .. 

. I fl<' il'·'· 
~hir<' Lim•. 

l ltl ll \I' J<;LT. & l 'o., Ld . 
K ~- \Ym~A.LLRH. l 'bid .Jfanagn. 
(f (' lll'l'af . l f!l'JI/.<, 

~ orthern Pac·ific R. K. ( 'o. 
Ho;;ton S. P.. ( 'o., 
Bo,.:ton Towhoat ( 'o. 
)fogul f',, R. Co., Ld. 
Ba r lwr Line ~tPa mcr". 
.John \\'nrrac·k & ( 'o.'" ~tt>alll<'' '"· 

l•'oH 'I'JH: ( ' .-\ ~Alll .-\~ PACJFl l' l LUL\\· .u · ( 'u .. 

D. J~. Bno\\':S. Ut·llt'ral .~ l .tfi'nl . 

Bn.•\.l :u :Y &. ('o. , 
.JfUII ((f/1' /'S, 

' ' Rha n .. Kt!'a nwr" . 

,·l .'fl'llf.,·. 
La ( 'ie. Franc:ni~ de l 'a hotagr d<' " l\lPr>' de ( 'hin e. 
N ortlwm , tl'am,.:hip ( 'o., of Rt. I 'C'tcrshurg . 
Bannn Rt<>n m,.:hip ( 'o., Ld. 

H. T. 1\'n .GR.Es:-<, 
For the Portlnncl & A,;ia t ic R. ~. ( 'u. 

( ' HINA ( ~o)rMERCLAT. P.. R. C'o., 

,J. N. V AN B l' T:lcK, Stt]WJ·intellllelll 

('m. TONKIKor::r~, 

A. 1\LAHTY, 

(-1-. DE Cn .. U J I'J·: .ux. 

. 1!/t'll{, 

( lU) 

s 

::H(•:-:<agcrir, :\l ariti me~ ( 'o. 
l'·l'· :HcChEGOit Hrws & ({ow, 

E. H. HJ.:>Jl" . 

, I !Jents, 

Glen Line. 
lhnJJ ~A~~oos & Co., Ld. , 

K SrrELLDI, Manager . 
. I fft'llls, 

Apcar & C'o.'~ ( 'akntta-Hon•rk01w LinP. 
E \ I

' Cl ,..., 

.\.:;1' 1 ~LATIC HAIH:\G Co., 

(1. HAHLIXG, (;pncral Mall'l"'CI' (,.., . 
, I !JI!III.~ , 

Han~L·ati~ehc Da111pfer ( 'ompanL 
":\1mr.ell & t 'o.'" :-;l<'H mer,... . 
OmH•r,: of •. B af,efsbel'!f .. c)· .. }:}ita .Yossw-k." 

For :\[rr~u Bt· ,.;,:A:\ KA J,.;JJ.\. 

:\f. f :\L'ill' K.\ . . l f all(tfJi' ''· 

~JI~L(' IIJW:-; & ( 'o .. 
.I !JC'III .<, 

~ onld<·ul:<l·lwr Ll<ml. 
Ea~t-A..:ia tic <.'o., J~cl. 
Hu~~ian Ea::;t-A,-iat ic I 'o. 
Est A:-:iatiqnc FniJH;ai". 
Hn:-; .... ian Volunteer Fl<~et. 

H .uJ lll ' llG-A)llH :I K.\ Lt."J J·',, 1:io-· 1· U ·' [ .•L< \.O.:>t< ~·l'H ' L, 

K. ULDOill', Jfc.waya. 

.J. S1TAln' THow;o~, 

,·I rl in!t A!!e~tl, 

Pacific Mail ;-). ~. l'o. 
Occiden!al & Orie ntal ;-;, N. ( 'o. 
Toyo Ki:;en Kai..:ha (Oriental ~. ~. ( 'o.) 

:::i.\.~OEH. \\'JEJ.EH & ( 'o. 

~11'1'0~ Yt;~J.<;N KAI:o;HA, 

A. S. J\1lliAHA, J l amtf/1'1', 

.c' .. J::s HOJ.P. K .\.nJn:nn &. ( 'o. 
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CAnLo\\Trz & C'o .. 

. I !If' ills' 
XaYiga,ione Gt•Jwralr Italiana . 
G. S. ('hina & .Tapan Line. 

• 11·: 11:-:EX & ( 'o., 

.J <'h,..~>n Line of Sh•am<'r'. 

(b.' KA ;:;Ho>;EX 1\ .-\.J:-'JU.. 

TAll :\ TCilJ ...-\JtDL\. J/((llllf/1'1'. 

lh; HonFv-AnEYl' .J.\\'A-( 'ur~A-.T.\P.\); LJ.J:\. 

n. Br:--~cmw. 

T11r. Ho~t:Ko:\G , CA'\Tn~ .\~P ~1.\C.\O Snc;.uu~u.\T l 'o., Ld .. 

T:1o .• \1\C\OLJ\ Se··J'I'ftll'.tf. 

D ot'<:LA:-i LAPP.AJK & ( 'o. , 
Gl' llt!J'al .lfana,rtl'l',', 

The Dongla~ SU•nm~hi] ' C'o .. Ld. 

.\l' :-:Titi.\:\ Lr.on)\ 13. N. ('o .. 
:-;.\:::\llEU, \Yn:LJ·:H & ( 'o., ,\ grnt~ . 

Tt·:s-(; Kcv. & ( 'o. 
f\ \\'0:\G \\' ..1.s ~Tl:.uJr.O.\T ( 'o., Ld. 
\\'1 ~(: o:-.- ~. S. < 'o .. Ld. 
Yrr.;:.; ~' . \ T Ho:-; l:. 
. ]nn '1\:K ~~-;;-; (;. 

L A I !Tr ~:c: & ( 'o. 

H L':\(; H ew &. ( 'o. 
\\' o l~.\T Sr:\G. 
( 'Ill:\.\ ;\lEHClL\;\ T.~ S. ~. ( 'o .. 

\\' .\~(; ::-\H.\1' X.\~ . 
,ri11' ::\In na ger. 

T.u ():-; STE.\M;~Hll' Co., Ld. 

CoLuKJ.U. SECHE T .\ItY's OFFI CE, 

Ho~•: KO:->G, 18th .Tauuary, 1904. 

~m.-I a n di r0::te I to :w~mJwkdge thr receipt o£ lhe P etition 
a:ldre.;•:·.l to Hi,; E:-;.c~lbacy the Officer Admini~tering the Gon•rnment 
on tht> ~nhject of t ltr Bill now beforr tlw Lcgi:;lati ,·e Council dealing 
with the introdnction or um\c,-irablc pcr,:on" into the Colony, and to 
~tate that in Hi~ E xcPllcney·,_ opinion no caS(' ha~ been ,:hown to ju,.;tify 

the withdmwal of ,:uch Bill. 

( H ;3 ) 

s 
Tlwrc woclld appea r to h(• a mi,.:apprehension on the ~uhje~t of th<' 

intention of the Bill. mid T am therefore to point out that l)efore any 
person becomr,o a liability on tlw ,;hip he ha,- to fulfil hoth of two con­
dition::;, Yiz. :- (J) Leiug imhccil<• at the tinw of la ndi n~. and ( 2) becom­
ing a charge within a periocl of three month,: . 

l t i,; obviou,; that the ri,.:k to tlw ,;hip ,,·her<• rca,.;onabk ca rP ha~ 
hecn exercise(\ i,: thereby reduced to a minimum. 

The petitioner~ ~tate that the care of tlw dcsti tntl' in,.;ane i::; onC' o£ 
the dntie~ of a Gowrnment. and I am directed to admit concm-rencC' ,;o 
far ns it applic,.: to ,.:nch per~on,.. a,: haYC' a vlaim h.'· bir th or dumieilc· in 
thr ( 'olony, bnt to rt>pudiate ,.:uch conh•ntion il' it j ,.: tak ('n to appl;· to 

any forcigncr who ma;· h<> )mowingly lnnd(•t\ in Ilongkong in the con­

dition imliC"atcd. 

The otlH•r ,.:mallcr point,.; rai,.:ed in liw Petition haw been carefully 
con,.:idered and Hi~ ExcPlkncy is con,·i nced tha t no inconn•niencc will 
ari~e under the propo:::ed Onlin:mct' proYided that thr Shipping Firn1,.: 
concerned take 1\uc ra re that no un•lc,.:irahlf' p<•r,.:on i:: dt:>liberatt•ly or 
ca reJ e,..,;I_Y a<:e(•pt<'tl a:< a ]':l"'<'n:zr•r to H.ongkon:r.- 1 haY<' .&<' .. 

i\. J\l. TH())[S(J0. At•tinp; ( 'olonial ~ec rl'tary . 

E. 1\ . llewwrT, E:<q .. P. & 0. A. 1:'\. ( 'o . 

l l1ead a tir:"t ti nw at a ~leering of the L<'gi ,.: latin• ('onnl'il lwld on 
the :11,..1 .Jul."- UIO:~ J . 

_\ 13JLL 
JO-ITLTLF.Jl 

An Ordinance to l)ro,·idc for tlw Hecowry of ( 'o,.:t,.: and 
Charge:; ineurred by tlw Colony by and on h<'half of 
imbecik per:;ou~ introdncc'd into tlw Colm1y. 

BE it enacted hy thf' (ro\·crnor oF Hongkong, with 
the alh ·ice and con:::ent oE the L(•gi::'latiw l'ouncil there­
of, a t' follow:; :-

1. Thi:< Ordinance may lw citl·d :l" The lmlJccil<- Sbvl'ltilk. 

Immigrant~ Orclinance, HJO,) . 



lntnprctat ion 

Ownr'l'. ch:\ ;'l<''''~r. 
&c .. li:tblc in Cf'l'· 

t.ain <.;:!~<·:-: for t·o~·d :-:. 
and c:han~cs incur­
reel })y CuiOil\' O la 

rl.Cf!Ollilt n{ · pa:-;.-
Sl!llg'Cl'R bel'omin~ 
('ha.1·g-c on p •bliP 
wi thi n li month,; of' 
landillg. 

~hurl ~ilk 

( I 11 

s 
2. Tn thi~ Urdinan('t' 

'· l nnnigrant" inclnd(', all pa~,~·ng<• r:- I"· <tm· 
,-h ip <tnd nbo tht• ('1'1'\\. of :tny "!t ip a;1d ait 
p<'r"ons on hoard and i•<'longing in :my 
cnp<lci ty to any ,hip. 

.. Ship .. indudt•" an,· Uriti:-h or Forl' i•rn Khil' • n . 

3 . The 0\1'111' 1'. ('bart<·rer. agl'n t, eon~igtwe :111d t na ~tf' r 

of <·wry "hip '"hi<'h bring.~ into th<' ( 'olonY an:· pa ~­
,.;enger not domicill'd in th<• l'o)OJI\' \\' h O at the tinw or 
hi" land ing i, <·itlter lunatic. idi<;ti\'. or imlw('ile. d<'a f. 
dum h. hlitHl or infi rm ur '' hu ht·eotn<'" "0 witl tin :1 p<' riud 
OC ,:ix month." frotll the datP or landing and 11·ho IJe­
COmt•:' a L"hnrge upon the l'ublic or upon :my pu bli c 
in:;titution "hall he lialdl' to rt>pay to the Gon·rn tnent 
of the ( 'olony all ('O't."' and ('hargt·, im·utTt·tl I"· the 
Colony on h<·half of :-ueh pa=':-t•n;.wr. 

4. TlH· prm·i,.; i,m,.; nf t hi~ Ordi n:tlll'l' .-hall nul ap ph­
lo "l tipll'n•cked tuarinPr,.; or nth(·r -ltii•I'TCcked I~~' ~'"IJ'~" 
ln·ongltt to tltr ( 'olony IYith•,ut char;.:,~" In· Jiw lll:H1·r oF 
a ,.hip ntlwr than tltat in wlti('lt tl11·1· wi·n· \\'l'l'<"kt•d nor 
to I Li ."' ~lajP:o;tY·~ LAtnd and ~e:t J'or(:l'"· 

Xo. 1 OF l ~10·1. 

• \n UrdinatH'I' t11 pr01·iclr for till' l{t•eo,·t•t'\' ol' ( ' h:t l';.!;~'"" 

i rH'I Il'l'i'd on accouttt ol' imlwl'i iP pn.-on~ int. roc lnc·r•d 
into tlw ( 'olnnL 

<~ F. H. }L"-r, 
~ r~!fil'l'l' . lrlministrrilt[J thl' (;OI'CI'IIIIICIII. 

[ ::! ;j rd Felmt:t r.L l !JOJ. J 
fh: i~ Plladed l,y !h<' UoH·rnor ol' 1-Iongkong. ll'il lt 

tlu· ad nee and cnn-cnt n[ till' L t•g i,lati,·t· ( 'Oilll'' il tl ll' I' ~"'Jf , 

a~ fo !low~ : --

1. Thi,; Urdinant' l' rlla~· I)(' <"itl'd :1:- Tlw fmlll'<:i lc- l'er­
~Oil .' fn trodnction Ordin:mc<'. UIO:l. 

( 1 J;) ) 

s 

2. I 11 tl ti:; Urdin:tllc'<' -
l n\crprctal i11u. 

.. Pt·r,.;on ·· nH·an ,. a ny l 'a~."'<'ll ge r l1y :my \'l',.:;<•l 
:tnd :tl ,.;o :m 1· liH'lllh1•r oi' till' Cl'l''" of 
an.Y ,- e~,.;r l aml incln d<·~ all otlwr 1wr~on ~ 
on honrll and lJI'Ionging: in any <:npaeit.'· 
to anY yp,::;p I. 

" \'p~"Pl ,. inelmlt>,; an:· ~hip or ho:tt. or nn:r 
otlwr de,.criptioll of Yr:-<:-<l'l n:-<t>d m nn­
Yi).!ation. B riti:<h ot· Fot·rign. 

3.-(1.) Tlw owner. <:hartc·rPr. agent. con,.igneP and 
ntn:<ter of Pw ry w,.,;pl from whieh i" \;uHled \\'ithotlt 
permi""ion f rom tht• Prineipal ( 'iYil .Medieal OfficPr or 
llenlth Ofticrr of tlw Port any JWI'~On not ordinarily 
rP,:iJ<•nt in rhe Colony \Yho lwing at the tinw of landin)!; 
lunatic. idiotic or imut'cill', ~hall Lwconw within n perio<l 
ot thrN~ month:- from tlw Jnte of lan1ling a ehn rge upon 
the public or upon all)' public i n ~titn t ion ~hall bP liaLle 
to repay to th t> Uon'mment of thE' ('olony any t>xpen~e 
on account of such p<'r~on hy rea-<on o£ hi ~ cnrE', main­
tt>nance or repatriation unJe,.;,.; :-<nch owner. charterer , 
~wt>n t ron ~io·nee or ma~tPr can Jli'0\'1' that "uch rwrson 

,... ' e 
bt>eantP lnnatic. idiotic or imlwl'i lt-, nftPr Pmbnrkation 
at tlw \'or t or plnct' from \Yhich IH• shipped. ProYidetl 
that ~nch PXJH'n>'<' ~hall in no t':l~t' PXl't'ed tiH' ~nm ut 

fiY<' thousand dollar" in tlw nggn•gntP . 

( 2.) In eyer:· en."<' whrn· pt•rnti""ion to hind any JWI'­
,;on from an:· \'f'~,;t•l i" refn,.Pd eY<'l'Y ,;nch JH'l'~On :' lwll 
ill' drtaim'tl by tlw ma,;tt·r on hoard ,;nch Y<'~~!'l and lw 
Jli'C'\'I'nted. by forcP if nc·t>tl ln•. from lantling. 

m.) In ('\'Cl',\. ('~l:'t' in which ]Wl'lll i""ion to land from 
an Y W:':'f'l i,; refii:'Pd nndt>J' thP :ntthoritY n[ thi" Ordi­
n:t;lcr, tht> oftic!'r refn,ing ,.\l(·lt permi;"ion ,.hall giw 
:t Cf'l'tificatP oJ' rt>fn~aJ Ot JlPI'Illl:-:'iOll tO lnmJ to the 
mn;:ter of ,;nch ,.t':':-el if ;:o rf'qttin•d t,:· him. 

0\\'ncr. charterer. 
&l'. , !in l,lc in c·t•r­
tain c:n.~cs fol' ex· 
penst'S i11C l1 1'1'Cil by 
the Colon v nn :~<·· 
C'Ollll t · of" pcr;;nu~ 
be eo m i ug a ch:u·~c 
on 1 he Jinblic \\'ith· 
in 1hl't"C month~ ol' 
iau\linl!. 

' l nster \ o rl'lain 
prr,on.• on honrd 
i11 t·crtnin cn:H~ ' · 

t'er\ifica\c of rcfn· 
~ rol or prrmis<;ion 
lo lnnd. 

( 4.) No action ~ha ll I ie ngain:'t rlw ma~ter of all)' ws­
,;(·1 or any per~on wh01m·oew r l'or anything llone in 
t•xecnt iop of the proYi"ion,.; of thi" Ordinnnc('. 

1\o action for m1\'· 
t biu g done i n exc· 
<'Ution of Onlim1n· 
cc. 



~:xceplions. 
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s 
4. The proyi,.;ion;; oE tlli,.. Ordinance <:hall not apply 

to shipwrf'ck<>d 111:1I'jner,.; or otlH:.' r ,_;hipwrecked pe1·som 
brought to the Colony without charge by the ma:;ter o£ 
a ::;hip other than that in which they wero wrecked nor 
to Hi:; MajP:sty',.; Land and Sea Forces nor to di.~trcsS<·d 
British ~eamen. 

P a;:>;ed thP Lc.·gislative Comwil o£ Hongkong, thi;: 
19th c.lny of Fc.·hnmry, 190+. 

n. F .• JoHKsToN, 
A et i !If/ {'ft•?·k rif Council~-

A;:,_;ented to by Hi,.: Excellency tlw Officer Aamini,.:ter­
ing the• Gowrnnwnt, the 2:3rd Jay o£ February, 190:1-. 

A. M. THO)fSOX, 

~Lt·tillff (olonial Sccn>tm·y. 

CURRENT QUOTATIONS 
FOR THE YEAR 1903. 
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FORTNIGHTLY CURRENT EXCHANGE AND 

-----------------------------
On Lolldon ~---- ~ Pr ivnt-e-,--;;::-

QUOTATION :0.:. 
Hank, 1 Telegtaphic Credit s, mentary, 

sight. sight. sight. 
4 months' ' Transfer. 1-! months' -! months' 

-------·---- ___ __ ! __________ _ 

I 
Fortnight ending 2nd January, . .. ...... . 1/7-r'r. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

~0. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

do. 16th January, ...... . l j7 r\ 

do. 30th Janu~ry, ........ . 117r'o· 

do. 13th February,. .. .. . 1/7TI6 

do. 27th F'ebruary, .... .. . 1,'7! 

do. 1 Btb :\'larch, l /7 ± 

do. 27th ~fnrch, J ji~ 

do. !lth April, .. .. .... .. .. . 1/7 ~ 

do. ~4th April, .. .... .. .. . 1/8 

tlo. 8th May, .. .. . .. . .. .. . 1/8,'0 

do. 2Znd May, .... .. ... .. 

do. 5th June, . .. ........ .. . 

do. 19th Juoe, .. ........ . 

do. 3rd J uly , ............. . 

d(l. 17th July, ........... . 

do. 31st July, ... ......... . 

do. Hth August, 

do. Z8t.h A ugnst, 

do. 11th :"eptember, ...... 

do. 25th September, .... .. 

do. 9th October, ........ . 

do. 23rd October, ...... .. 

do. 6th No,·embcr ..... .. 

do. 20th November, .. . .. . 

do. 4th December, ..... .. 

do. 18th December, ..... . 

1 '8~ 

1!9! 

1/10 

1/10! 

I ll OH 

1/l OT•o 

J j!O~ 

1/!0k 

1 /9~ 

l/91\< 

1/81''1. 

---- _________ . ____ _:__ 

l /7 

l /6i 

J 'fF , 1f 

1/7 

1/7 § 

Ul 

1 /9~ 

IJIOf 

l 10,'• 

I i10! 

l fl 01'\, 

1/9U 

119fo 

1/8~ 

1 l/7.-.. 

I 1/7-r'or 

1.
1
7 ·-' 1o 

l j7t 

1 /7~ 

1 ,'7~ 

1/7~ 

I 18~ 

] !!) 

lf9i 

1 /10~ 

1/10! 

1/l Ot;t 

1/ 10+-J 

lJIOH 

1/11 

1/ l Ot 

J:9r\ 

l ii r0
7i 

l j7~ 

1:'8}!; 

1/Si 

1/S,t;; 

1/S·r"o. 

1/9-k 

l j !J~ 

l jl 0± 

I ilO~· 

1 J 10+~ 

1 /IO+~ 

111 o+~ 

1/l l fi 

1/10* 
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BULLION QUOTATDN.3 DURING THE YEAR 1903. 

On On 011 I Cle"Il I Gold Gold 
Fmnec. Bar n B I f 

ll 
· l:lombav. ''·•ICIItt·1 "'"C , ' l · ar~, -c~ · 

! moH .,. "' . '' Silver. "'· ~ c. I ·' cxJcan I ''" J (JI.J 
~ight. Dcmantl. Demand. Dollar~ . tn~·~h. touch. 

. --------- - --- ------- -1--- - - - ---
1 p. tael. p. t1tel. 

Fes. Z.03t Rs 11 8i .Rs 1 18~· JO ']la pm. 9!rfc.pm. l 2~%pm. $1i 3.50 $ti.3.25 
I 

I~·c~ . 2.02 

Fe~. :2.02~ 

~'es. 2.02 

~'c:; . 2.u6 

r'eH. 2.16 

Rs I 1 7~ 

Rs. l lGf 

H & I J/<t 

Rs. 11 ~1} 

Its- 12il~ 

Rs- U iit 

Fcs. 2 .18 Rs- 127 

Fe~. 2.1 4 

Hs. 12!! 

Hs lH I ~ 

:! .H7 ~ 

F<'.<. ::?.10 .Hr;. l "ll 

~· ,., 2.il2 t Rs· !:\:; } 

,.-,.,. 2.21 ~ ns 11n 

l•'c.;; 2 .10 Its- 12i} 

R& 117t 

Rs 116f 

R& 11/f 

Rs 118± 

Rs. l l!li 

t:~ ... u ot 

R& 1234 

R& l ~<>t 

10' 

I a; 
I Dt 

I 

Dt 

n~ 

Ht 
I 
I 9~ 

I "' I ;,,. 
10~ 

Rs. 127 111) 

I 

Hs- l 2:! 1llt 

I 
R&l li} : ll~ 

,, 

!) 

s 

I Si 

9} 

1 9! 

I 91 

!lJ 

10} 

!ill 

I 

11 

1 ' ·I 

!J 

:2 

3~ 

4 

2"" 4 

I . , 
.)::r 

" 

" 

S(;3.40 S6G. I o 

$G,i.25 SGi.lO 

S6u.lo $66.90 

$61.80 $66. iO 

:;iG3.50 $66.30 

$6i5. :·l0 

$62.80 $fi4 . 70 

s ~>JAO $63.30 

: $60.20 $62.10 

; $3~.60 $61.50 

$60.20 $62. [;) 

$60.1 5 $62.2.) 

I $6J.J 0 $63.00 

i $60.;!0 $()2.:!0 

I S3S.no $60.80 

s ~o. 10 s:;.:u;o 

s .)6.7o $.>8. iO 

s.;~.to 

l SH.SO S:;6.88 

! $.3().{0 $3~ .30 

sr, 7.70 $.iJ . iO 

s:;s.Ro ~<w . s ' 

$.>.!.10 $GI.IO 
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TABLE SHOWING THE HIGHEST AND LOWEST 

Prices of Bar Silver in London, 

Rates of Exchange in Hongkong, and Bank ofEngland Rates 

of Discount, for the years 1877 to 1902 . 

1 ~77 
1 ~78 
1879 
1880 
1H8 1 
1882 
18H3 
1884 
IHH:) 
1 ~86 
1887 
11'88 
1889 
1890 
1891 
1892 
1893 
1894 
1895 
1896 
1897 
1898 
1899 
1900 
1901 
1902 
1903 

YF:H B .tlt SIL 

L oND 
IX 

Highest 

5Bt 
55t 
saH 
52~ 
53 
52.~ 
51-f 
5 1 ~ 
50 
47 
47~ 
·Hy; 
44~ 
5-!j 
48' 
43~ 

~ 

H'l{~ 
3 1 ~ 
:n ~~r. 
31 9 

rrr 
29H 
28# 
29 
30~ 
29/-u-
26 
2H~ 

ON. 

L owest. 

53{· 
4H~ 
48~ 
51~ 
60~ 
50 
50T\r 
49~ 
4.6~ 
42 
4:3-} 
41~ 
4Jl ~ 
43# 
43~ 
37{ 
30\ 
27-
27T:Jii 
29! 
23§-
25 

. 26~ 
27 
25 
21 -H 
21H 

I 

EXCHANGE IX 
II OXGKOXG . 

"'·mE. 

IIigbest. J Lowest. 

4 3i I 3 ·9~ 
3 '11 

I 
3/5 

il'lt 3/5~ 
31 0~ 3i1t 
~. 9f ') .,.~ ... . 
3/9i :Hi 
3•8: 37 
3 8· 36 

B A:s<K RATE OP 
IS DJ~COUNT 

LONDON. 

Higbe;;t. , L o 

5 
6 
5 
3 
5 
6 
5 
!) 

5 
5 
5 
5 
6 
6 
5 
31 

2 
5 
3 
2 
4 
4 
4 
6 
6 
6 
4 
4 

west. 

2 
2 
2 
2~ 
2~ 
3 
3 
2 
2 
2 
2 
2 
') 1 -·> 
3-

2~ 
2 
2~ 
2-

2 
2 
2 
2~ 
3 
3 
3 
3 
')1. - s 
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THE HAHBOUH ~ !Ai"TEW" ltEPOHT. 

~\"o . 70. H.-\HROl"H DEl'AltHIEi\T, 

lhl.~\\ :!Wxn. 18t!t Frl!l"ltal','/ ,' 190-L 

SHt,- 1 haYC the honou r to fnrwanl tiH• Annnal Heport for thi,.: 
Departmt>nt for the ypar en ding :~J~t Deeember, 1903. 

Sllll'l'ING. 

1. The total tonnage enterinf( and <:l(•aring \lUI'ing tlw .'·0ar UJO;~ 

am ounted to 2±,039,8G2 ton,:, being an incn•a,.:e, compared wi th 1902, of 
2,511,08:2 ton~, aml the same numLPr in exer:>,; of any prrvious yrar. 

There were 53,991 arriYab of 1 ::! .027.09 2 ton,;, and 5±,009 Jepartnre~ 

of 1:2,012,770 ton,:. 

OE Briti:;h \)cean-going tonnage, :1,:1%,31± ton~ entPred, and 
:),i)tl2,121 ton ~ cleare(l. 

Of Briti~h Hiw r Strnmer,;, 2. 2il7,2J!) ton~ entered, and :2,2:H.tiB 

tuns cl(•art>d. 

Of F oreign Orean-going tonnage, ii,!Hi7,1)71 ton~ cntereJ, and 
:3,665,880 ton :< clearNl. 

Of Foreign Hin'r Stt-amers, i 17 ,l)HI ton:-: rnt<' red, and 216, 7±± 
tons clearNl. 

Of Steam Launehe,; traJing to porb ont~ide the Colon.Y, Ui~,2:39 
ton,: entered, and 9;),2;1!.) ton.,; clea l'(' (l. 

Of Junk,: in Foreign Trade, 1,;)-!7 ,001 ton:-: entered, and 1,35] ,.!58 
ton,: cleared. 

Of .Junks in Local Trade, 1,0!i i, nlV tons entt'rrtl, and 1,068.715 

ton:-: cleared. 

Thu,;-

Briti,;h Ocean-going tonnagr rcpre,.:entrtl ...... itl.20 ° r: 
, ]{iver ,. ., .... .. 18.60 °'0 

Foreign Ocean-going , , ... . .. 30.51 ° 0 

, River , , ...... 1.81 ° 0 

Steam J,aunches in For<>ign Trade., .. . ... 0 .77 ° o 

,Junks , , ... . .. 11.22 ° 0 

., , Local , , .. . .. . 8 .89 ° 0 
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2. >::3enm thousand two hnndrrd and fiftpen (7 ,:H5) Dtl'atuer~, iHi 
;-);ti ling V e,:~rl~, L 7 65 8tcau1 Launche:o;, and 15,80~ J unks in Foreign 
Trade, ont.t>red tlm·ing tlw y<'ar, giving a daily UYCrage of ut), a,; ap;ain . .;t 

71 .2 in 1~0i. 

For Emopt>an con,;trueteJ n·~:::el" th<1. <laily ;werage would i>e HI . ~ 

as against 17.1 in 1!:>02. 

3 . A compari~on bet\YPen th<' years 190:! alJ(l 1~0;~ i:; g iren in tlte 

followinu Table; Steam Launches are not inclmled. 
l:> 

Comp •1rntice S!ti ,,p ;ng Hetl!rn.fur the Fertrs 190:2 rtnd 190-3. 

i l!ILl:! J I !IO:l I I ucrcasc Dc('r~;t:i c . 

---· ___ : ~'"' I '":·:· ·~~c ! ~ T":·:·~" ! ~hq::_ T ""':~'~ "'~'C l 'l'o~~~~; .. 
lhitish, .. . ... . I •. lU:! !1,->d,,SI H,+Ll li.2,(U%: J.,q, l.!t,K .. >ll .l . . .. 
Foreign. . .. . .... 'i.:l:'i!l 6, 71H 21 J li 040 7 , 71i8.11:; I G~ I I ,Llli:i.9Ll4 ... .. . 

,J nn b; i n l'o,.ei,.!ll 1 ClG ?4 • :l.:! :~s.~:l!l ·:ll , 7<ili ~,li%,-l.i!J 1 +.; 7:1 .;~\.1. 7:>0 
Trade, ... .. .. .. I ~ · '· - ·' 

-· - - · -- ------ - --,---- ---
'J'ota!, .. .. i8,i0G 19.T>I 4.2:l7 •41i.253 21,7 16.;-)iU 2.028 ! 2.7~:!.-11:{ +,-17\J ?,3\J,i~O 

• 1 I 

.Jn,nks m Local: ~~-~0.7 +:1 •l.i-:1\I.:U!t it;,~ I.> ,_:2.I:lfi ,~ J4 Ui:! I :HI 1851 . .. 
rr.tdc . .. . ..... · I I 

1 

__ _ 

Gr.111,[ TotaL .. I~ 2t-;:J33 3G(; :~4-;;; 2~~-~ ;;;;-;l~ i~,o~U .ii98 l U7!J ~.HJ,itU 

. NET, ..... ............ .... ... . l .i,021 ;,,)!!J.f\18!~-.. -~ -.-.. -
, . I I 

* [ucluding; 17.2 LO Couservan <:,l' and ]\u"t i'o>mt,; of li:l/.032 ton>. 
t I ndnt!ing 25.582 CouserY<IIIC." aud l)u,t. Doah; of :J:l2,1J7$ tons. 

±. For n•sscb under the Briti::::h Fhg, thi ,; 'l'ablP :o;!ww,; an mcn•a,.;<· 

of ] ,34 7 ~hip" of 1,ti7 8,509 ton,.;, :m i:1cn•:1~<· of 4:27 ... hip.' of 71i:L'\-!5 
ton,; to Oeean-going, and "'' increa~c> of 9:W ~hip,; of Ul;).tiG-1. ton" to 

HiYer Tra<.le. 

'l'he aboYe increa:-:e in U<.:ean-going i~ principally due to the fad of 
~ollle ne\Y lin E'::' lun·ing hePn establi,;hed---t!Jc ( 'h ina ( ~onmH·reial Steam ­

,;hip ( 'ompany, the Briti,;h Ind~a Stean:er" now Yi:"iting the port. the 
addition of some nPw :::tea11H'r" to loe:;] iil'ln ,;, and la,;tly to an increa:-:t• 

of Coal imported from Au.--tralia in SteamPI'.'' ne\Y to the Port. 

The increm;e in ).{],-er Trade i:; ~tlmo,;t wholly due to th(• 1ww 

~teamer:; Kin;;han and [f'ill!l Clwi being in the Rive r Tm <le Jming thl• 
greatPr par t o£ 190~ and to an increa~ed number of :;ailing,.: by the 

Hongkong, Canton awl .Jfaeao Steam Boat Company, LimitPd. 

Und<:>r Fon•ign Flag.~, tlw table ~how,; an inerl'a~e of fitil ;;b i[!~ of 
l,Ooi~,904 ton~ o£ which i32~ :;hip~ o£ 82l,ilfi ton~ ar<' Oee~m-going, tlH· 
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remainder :353 ships mea:o;uring 242,G88 ton" arf' HiYer Steamer~ . 

Thr increase in Ocean-going is maJp up p rincipally by an incrE'~!~C'd 
mmtllC'r of Ste[lmer,; calling at tlw Port in 190:3 nndt,l' the u. ~ . Flag 
and to thl' increa:-:ed tonnage of some of thP Paci fic Mail RtPamet·~, and 
to an increa~e under Chine~e, .Tapane:::e and Frenc:h Flag~ . 

The increa~e in River TradE' is made np by two French Steamer~ 
San Clteunp and Kong !Yam, the f01·mer being a 1ww Steamer and the 
latter was tran~ferrell f 1·om the B riti."'h Flag in .July, 190:3, also to the 
Chine:::e Rteamer,; C/l((n Wai Ul!d ('han ( )n \\'h08<' running connnenceJ 
in the fir:<t Quarter of 1903. 

5. The actual nnml•er of "hip" of Emopean construction ( exelusi \'e 
of RiYer Steamt>r,.: and Steam Lannche") entering tlw P ort during 1903, 
wa" 7 4:1, of which :~44 were Briti.;h, and 39 7 Fon~ign . TlwsP 7 41 ~hip . .; 
en trred -1,±19 timE's, giYing a total tonnage entt>retl of 7,064,185 ton ~. 

Th n~ compared, with 1~)02, 2:~ more ~hip:> entered i372 morr timr~, and 
gav<• a total tonnagt> increa~Pd !Jy 77~1,927 ton .... 

S1'EAl\[JijHS. 

Flag. 
Total Tonnage. I 

: No. of Times 
Ship~. I entered. 

1--: I -i 19o2. 1 1803. 19o 2. [ 1!)03.. 1902 . I 19o:J. 

British, .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. :324 :~ :n 1, 7 ;)~3 ' 1,982 i2,965,030i3,3(i8, 7813 
An~trian, ............... 20 L) 50 42 12.1,928' 106 ,~44 
BPlgian, ............ . .. I J. ;3 ;~,624 1 
( !hi 1~e:>e, ......... ... ... 

1 
1 ~ 1-1 1:3:'5 172 16~,3~6 1 222,1G4 

Dmn:;h, . ............... G o U '27 2,3,3t-±·
1 

48,6/ G 
Dutch, . .. .. ............. 8 11 2:3 21 ·

1 

. '26,464 34,575 
Fr<•neh, .. .. . .. .. . .. .. .. 27 42 228 2G2 . 219,111 2-±Li,837 
G('rman, .. .............. Uil 12li ~l:W ~J~7 I1,:3G0,5241,:345,5(i7 
Italian, ... ............. "I ± :1 H l::! I '2:~,428 i32, 7~2 
.l apane~l', ....... .. ... ... 56 <i9 40D 4G7 865,4001,017,26:3 
Norweg ian, .. .. .. . .. .. . -:1:9 5J :wo :n8 1 2fi3,:1791 :n9,<185 
Portugile:;e I '3 1 4li ·w I ~ 897 n 110 
Hu~sian, ... 
~WPI}j~h, ,, 
C' ni t.l'd ~ta 
Ko Flag, .. 

, .... ......... , i I ; I, I' 
11 I 9 J(i i 19 :32,046 :30,781 ............. 

.... ......... 4 -± l;) : :n 14,325 26,093 
k I 2:3 24 ;)t) ! 61 121,;:1:39 200,7()(j , , , ........ . 1 

...... ....... ... 1 .. . 2 ... 1,'260 
I ---

T otal, ....... 67G 709 -±,ono 4,:38:1 G,213.tiG6 7,009,1o1 

---- - -
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SAILING VESSELS. 

-- ----" ------------ +-·---------

Ships. i No. o£ Time~ 
Total Tonnagr:>. 

1 entr:>1·ed. Flag. 

I 
I British, 

French, :::::::::::::J 
German . ............... [ 
Italian,. : ... . ........ . ... j 
Japanes~,···· .. ..... .... 

1 ~orwE>glUn, ............ 
1 Sarawak, ............... 
1 Swedi~h, .. ........... .. 

United States, ......... ; 
No Flng .............. .. 

I 
I 

1902. 190 

26 

2 

2 
:2 
1 

1 

'l'otal , . _.~·l 42_1 a 

~---
i3. 1902. I 190:3. 

I I 3 

I 
28 1± 

4 ... I 4 
1 :2 I 1 

I i ... ... 
I 1 I 2 1 

1 :2 1 
1 

I 
2 i 4 

1 .. . 1 
H 11 !) 

1 ... 1 

2 I 47 36 

1902. I 1903. 
----

I 
4:5,411 27,525 

... I 7,194 
2, 97:3 2,045 
... ... 
212 120 

1,418 I 1,498 
1 ,331; 2,67() 
... 1,271 

17,040 11,117 
... 

I 
1,498 

68,:192 
I 

55,004 

G. The i~-!4 Briti~h Ye~sels cnrried 2,679 British OfficP-r~ nnd 2-! 
Fon·ign Officer;; ns follows: -

Briti~h, ....... . ...................... .. ..... 2,li79 
Norwegian,..... . ... .... .................... :1 
Dutch, ..................................... 1 
German, .. . .. .. .. .. .. .. .. . .. .. .. .. .. .. . .. .. 2 
United Rtnte.~, . .. .. .. .. . .. .. .. . .. .. .. .. . .. 18 

Total, ............... 2,70i3 

Thus the propodion of Foreign Officers in Brit ish ship~ wa~ 
0.89 °.'0 compri.~ing fom nationnlitit•;;, an inereasf• of 0.11 °/

0 
with a 

decremw of ,:hip:<. 

The i397 Foreign ship.~ c·arried :2.882 Officer", of who m 207 W<·n· 
Briti.~h, IJOrJH' ·a,; follow~:--

ru Japanese:· · .. ~-ships, ................... B9 
, Chine:<e , ................... 97 
, United State;; ., ................... ] li 
, FrPnch ., . .. .. .. .. .. . .. .. .. . 7 
, Dutch ... ... ....... ... ... 4 
, Belgian , .. .. .. .. .. . .. . .. .. . 4 

Total, .. ............. 267 

( 1;)5 ) 

The proportion of Briti~h Ofiicer~ in ForPign Rhips \nt.~ . thf'refon•. 
:),;)

0
/0 di~tributed among six na tionalitiP~; a d <•rrrn~P of 1.-!0 

0 
with an 

incrrasr of ;:hip~. 

Of thf' Cre·w;; of British Yef'~Pb­
lli.li 0

'0 WPrP Briti~lt 
0.5 °, 0 ., Utlwr ]Dnropean~. 

82.9 °,0 A~iatici'. 
Of the Crews of Foreign YP~sels--

1.2 °'0 were Britif'h. 
22.;~ 0 

0 ,. Other Europeans. 
'/li .5 ° 0 , A~iatic:;. 

Thi~ ~ho11· ." a :<light incrm.~t· of A.~iaties in B riti,:l t and F un• ign 
V~"·"~'·l.•, with a :<light fall ing oft' in thf· proportion oF European :;. 

THAilE. 

7. The return:< undi'r thi;; heading i:< gatlH'J'I' Il from thl' 2\fa~ter,.: o[ 
Ve~"e],:, and, in ;;ome cases, from the Agent;; eoneerned, and nm~t hP 
lookt•d upon a~ hnt approximate :;nd, it nw}· lw, mi~leading. I t i~ mnch 
to be regr(•t.tPd tha t Ma"tr r:< and AgPnts do not render more :wcnratP 
rettu·n,:. 

ThP ]Wincipal fentnre~ to hP n•mark(•d in t!tt• rPportPd Tradl' o[ IIJC 
l'ort for 190:1 are:-

[ n Import:< reported :- -

rncrrn;;p,: in ('on] of 14.0 %. 
Cotton of ~0.~ %. 
Flour of J l.G %. 
( ~a:<e Pdrol<•nm of :37 .:1 %. 

,. ch~nernl o[ /.1 %. 
l)<'t·r t•a,:,•;; in Bulk P<'trolPum of 2;).-! f.. 

., Liquid Fnd of H-1-.1 /. . 

HieP of t/.1 %· 
~11gar of 1-!.:s %· 
Timlwr of 1-!.1 f.. 

Th<· net imTPa~<· undPr tbi" lH·nd amo1mb to :21,841 ton;.:. 
I 11 Exporh, thPrP j,: :1 11 incrPa:<P n•portc•d of 2±,:25:2 ,. 
fn Tran~it ( 'argo ., ,. :)02,;).:);_1 

8. Tlw tota l l'l'jH) l' tPd Import TmdP of tlw Port for lHOil nmonntNl 
to :2-!,t:ilD yp,.:~el.< of 10,959,:!~1:1 ton~ , car_,·ing 7,iW:2.i3:W ton,: o[ cargo. of 
which .t,:i17 ,3/0 to ns wt·rp lli .~cha rgt>d nt H ongkong. Thi" doP~ not 



( 15li ) 

indud(• till' nnmlH•r, tOlllJ:JgP. Ol' ta rgo of .Junk~. or ;-::.t«'a ill L:nmehP:< 
emplo~·eJ in Local Trad<•. 

------ -----------
( 'orgo. 

( 'onntn·. Ton:<. ~hi p:<. 
Visrharged. l l n Tr a n :<i t 

--- ----------- _______ _ I :1-_ _ _ 
CLASS I. I 

Canada, ................... ...... .... . 2-! liR.~O ii 10,74!1 

GMreat_ ~ntam, ......... ...... .. .... 1lj(i 506,liti6 2:-34,41H 
225 .:150 
5!l2,8flt) 

( 'ontinen~ o~ EuropE', ..... ...... .. 1:l'i 254,iHHi'l Lt-3,1:)51 

" anntm;;, . .... .. .... .............. :1 i\.:):)7 2,250 
Cnited States of Amerien, . .. .. . ~4. __2_1l ;G681 2:3:),77-±I_J_l_l,_ou_'li 

( 'LASS II. J8.t' 1,:H-!,9l4: (;2;),04.31 ~:3 :) ,31 ± 

Australia ami New Zt>alanJ.. ... 52 10:\,2() ~~:l0~--26-,-74-1 
India a1Hl Rtraiti' Settk1nent:<,... :? :)0 lil3,:H2 407.71 G ±67,95-J. 
.Japan, . . ... .. .... .. .. . .. .. . . . .. . . . .. . -l -1~ 1 ,O:Hi,OGl1 l> l ±,:~ tiO J±:L351 
.Jam and Indian Archipela o-o,... lli il :?5~.D59 :~ U,202 GO.J~ .J. 
~orth Pacific, ..... ......... ~..... 5 UJ9-! 2.2 60 

1±:1 Hns~ia-in-A~ia , ..... ...... ........ .. :2 .:> ,a09 ( 

( 'LA~S ITT. j---;;1 -;2,019~1l ,769,08ti ,-8-9 8-,-t)'8-~ 
~ orth Borneo, .................... ·I' Ji3 \) :) ,058 G8,:i3 7 li , :)O~J 
Coast o£ China, .. .. .. . .. .. .. .. . .. . 1,li51 :?.1~4,80.51 281,07 ;) 905,8-±.J. 
\ochin-China, . .. . .. .. .. .. .. .. . .. . Hl.5 214,297

1

1 244,255 48,87() 
vormosa, .. . .. . .. .. .. .. . .. . . .. . .. . . 11:.! 88):-30 :30.034 
Philippine Islrmds, . . .. . . . . . .. . .. . :H9 ;";0±,707! 70 ,8 i~:::l 
Hainan ami Gulf of Ton kin, .. ,, :l51 2:)iU9~ j 2:n ,080 
Siam,............ ....... .............. :10~ i\;)fUW8 :15:1,2-±t-i 
Kfa?cl~ow~..... ......... .... ......... 1 :1;t~;;3 ( l,?ool 
\\ eJhameJ, . .. ....................... 4 ~l,-!()5 ;)ool 

ti ,82:i 
G2.ti99 
4,000 
ii,GOO 

:WO 
Macao, ................... " ,' ........ :10 7,-1271 i ,027 

--- --- - -- 1----

( 'LASS IV. 

Hin'r St<'anwrs,--Can ton, Macno 
:tnd \Y l:'st Riwr, . ......... .. 

CJ.A:->S V. 
Stcam-launche>' trading to Port:< 

outside the Colony, .. ....... 

CLA~S VI. 
J unb in Forrign TraJe, ... .. ... . 

'l'otaL ........ . . .. 

:~,014 :I,G99AG91 ,294,:18l:i 1 ,040, 717 

2,8:12
1 

2,-l5-.t 86SJ 296,791 

I ~---~---

' I 
1, 7 li!i( 9:l,2:3!lJ 15 ,:2 88 ---

15,80:3\ 1,:H7,0011 :)Hi,77:2 ... 

M ,l:i19 J10,9;)9,2ua[-±,51 1 ,:~701 2.~1 -±,950 

S iJHila rl.Y, tlu· Export Trade fro m tiH' P or t "·a,. rrpre:-enf(•d 111• 

21.'% ti YC;-.:<t•l-< of 10,V-l-1,05;) ton:<, ca rrying :3 ,03.J. , 6~:l ton" ( 'argo, an; I 
:<l!qtping ti/5,/391 ton,.: of Hunhr C'oal. 

I 
1 

I Ca rgo. 
, Shil),;, 'To11>; 

I 
l .. • I S hi]lpC . I I ll unkcr 

I u. l Coal. 

Conntn ·. 

C'LA,;:' I~----~--~- ~--, 
( 'awula, . .... . .... ... .. ... ... .. .. .... . 21( liO,OOOi 19,9-14 
Conti lwnt of Enl'Ope, ............. ·I n , 73,5291 14,235 
Great Britain, .. . . .. .. .. .. .. .. . .. . .. GO HJS 434 li1,045 
l'lhurit iu-, ........................... 1 4 !1 -:~::559.1 l ,G50' 
South America ...................... 1 87 290;838 177.-!77 

3,6UO 
1,275 
:1,500 
U l-10 

U ni ted :-3tate.~ of Am erica , ....... 1 i 3;n o 2,200 

l'L' " IL ~- miG;ill-:;;:;Q[216-;551 - 1- o-,-±- 05 

,\ u,;t ra lia ami N'c" · Zealand ....... ! :H
1 

52 906! 18,3±0 
I1.1 d~a and Strai t,; Settlrmcnt:<, . .. ! ~i\8 90~:8~81 :31~),4~ ;)I 
,J.qwt. . ............ ............ ...... .>091 l.Uh 4h4 293 131 
.T; t"a and I_n,diau Arehipdago, ... 1 -!:1

1 

• li9 :7.1Gf 9:7201 

j { ... · . A. I I ' ' 

.1,,080 
89,387 
.5:1,002 
10,725 

990 
1,760 

:l or th P ac tfie, ...................... ! I) U 5151 J 40t 
. ll :>,l<l-lll- sta , .. . .. . .. . .. . .. .. .. .. . 10, 11.206 10 1501 

I I ' ' 

X . . CLAS> IlL D42i2,lg(~llli;58 - 15-V-.9-4--l 

" 01 th Bom co, .. .. .. . .. . .. . .. .. .. .. . M -:1:1.292 9,325 9,871 
('oast oE Uhina, ............ ......... 1 91()1 2 728,792 5:31,653l 2a.5,883 
( 1 I . I 'I . I ' ' ' }<~oc 1m v u nn., . ............... ...... . 2081 ::!57,821 65,486

1 

J-!,232 
. ormosa, .. .. .. .... .. .. .. . .. .. . .. .. .. i~ l i :i3 792 31,440 4t0 
Ph~lippine Islan d.~, ................ ' :HOi 561:17 U 255,08·±- 70,2!)1 
lJaman and Gulf of Tonki~l , .... 1 ..!721 :~:18,94-! 179,458( -:1:7 ,36± 
St~m, ..... ................ .. .......... 

1 
25:1 28H,8;) 7J ±0,-!60 3;) ,-l,t)/:i 

K1aochow, .. .. . .. .. .. . .. .. .. .. .. . . .. . 6 10 :350
1 

:1,-lOOj 1 ' t! .~) 
"'\' 'j . . ' ,±v· 
I Cl UUWI'l , . .. . .. .. . .. .. .. .. .. • .. .. .. 1 15 3HJ , 2,9001 8J 0 

1\lacao, .. .. .. . .. . .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. . .. .. 10 :-3:325
1 

5±8 90 

• CLASS IV. I :3,249 J,2t6;46 l,li9J5'J . ±5±,92-:1: 

H J Y<'I' Stermer:<,-Uanton. MacaO' 
ami \rest Uin~r, .. ............. · 2,82li1 2,±51,3571 1D3,G5G 37,7 5:3 

I I 

CLA~S \ · . , - ~··---
S tC'aln-lannch c:< tmding to l'u rL~ . I 

ou t~ide the l'olony, ... . ..... : 1. 7 1)5 !);),:2:W
1 

22,198
1 

( 'LA:-: :-: V l. I I 1:---
,J unk,.: in Fon·ig n Tmd<• ... .. . .. .. : ~ 1,:~;)] ,±:181 767,3 litil---

'l'ota I, . .. .... . . .. . 
1 

:l.J. ,Dtili
1
10,fJH,0.'551:\0:I.!,, ti8:3, 11 7 5,Rn 

------- I 



'I 

t1. Vu ring the year 1 DO:;, H,.tl.:iD Y<'s,;eb of J0urope<LI1 con~trudion . 
of Ut,Olt',-±11 ton.,; ( net Ue6i~ter ), rc:portcd ba yj ng ea rri"d U, 7 li~.-!0;) 

tou~ of ( 'nrgo, n:; folio"·":--

Ttnport Cnrgo, ... ... ... ... .. .......... :) ,!.Jl):),i)J 0 

Export ....................... . i,U.:UHl 

Trnn.-<it ., ......... .. ..... .. ...... 2,l:l74:,950 

Bnnhr l'oal ,;ltipp<•tl......... ....... ti6:l,02t) 

TltP to tal mun kr of t,m,: l':trried "·a ~. then·fore, ;j U 3° 0 of the total 

net rl'gi::>ter tunnngt· (or G5A0 
0 

Pxc]u,..j n· of Hin•r StNllllt'l>), anJ \Ya:­

:tpport·ionC'd a" follow ~ :-

I 111 port~- -

Briti :;h ~hip~ , ......................... ! ,I'IUD,iJ ~ 

Fon•ign dll., ........................... :2 ,08\.i,O\-J~ 

----:I,!Jl:l5,:ll0 

Export~ -

Driti~h ~h it'~· .................. .. ..... l,U3,Utl7 

Forei p·,, do ........ ... ...... ... ......... 1 ,OOl,Ui 

---- i,i-!5,1] ~~ 

Tran~it-

Briti;;h ~ lti~~~, ......... ................ 1,5:J1,53li 

Foreign do., ........................... I,:.\23,-!H 

- ---2.l'7-l,H.)O 

BtuJkt•r ( 'o;tl-

I hiti~l t :-hip~.... ...................... :lt~~.:w :1 
Foreign do.,... ... ..................... :n ±, n:~ 

Cirand '1\>ta l. ............. D,ilit\.JO .) 

------

'=":'I 
<:::> 
C) ....., 

:... 

.--
"-
~ 

:... 
~ 
~ .,· 
" "" 2 
" ..... ..... 
? · -;... 
~-....... 
;:.. 

~ 
:......_ ". 
-->: 
~ 

l:)!l ) 

., .. 
;;-, 
_o 
=-

~-·~ 
g_:: 
G :f~ 



lMPOHTS. 

Et ' HOI'EA~ COXSTlt!'Cl'El> Y ESSELS. 

I 
]90:2. I 

i 
1903. Inere>lt~e . Decren~c. 

------1--------------
.1\'o. ; Tonnnge. I 1\o. 1 Tonnage. j ~o. T onna.g!' . I 1\o. I Tou1tage. 

~"~ "'~'-'· --~ ---=- 4,000 ! "·" .l,HG6-1 4,3H3 I ; ,009, I" I 3k3 ; 93 ,31,; -

Hinw Simmers, ...... :2 , 192 ' 1 ,~I I ,7:2G 12,832 I 2,4:i.J,8()8 I 640 I ,')8:3,142 

S,.;J;,g y .,,o\,,., ... . 1 4i 6X,3021 __ 36_1 __ "·"04 j __ ·_ .. _____ .. _· _ _l_~-l-!--l3,:-38R 
Total, ...... 1 6,239 8, 155,91H 17,2.'51 19,519,0.53 11,023 I ,316,4.57 I ll I 13,3ti8 

lrnportcll ton8, ..... ·.1 3,DGi3,463 
I ----

As follow~:-

Article:<. 

B eans, ............. .... .. .. .... ..... ..... . 
BOIH~S .... ....... ....... . ................ .. 
('oal. .· ................. .......... ........ . 
Cotton Ya l'll and t'otton, .......... .. 
Flour, ... ..... ............. ..... . ........ . 
Ht->mp, ....... .... .. ... . . ... ......... . .. .. 
Kero:'ine (bulk), .................... .. 

, (case\ ...................... 
1 Lt->ad, ...... ........ .... ... ......... ... . .. 

I,i,!nid .Fuel, ....................... ... . , 
Opium, ................................. . 
Piteh, ........ .... ... .. . ... .... ..... ······ 
H,attan, ................................ .. 
RiC(', ....................... . .. ........ . .. 

~a ndal wood, .... . ... . ... . . . ..... ... .... . 
~ulphnr, ......... . . .. .... .. ... ....... . . .. 

~~1·~·~~-::::::: :: ::::::::;::::::::::::::::::: 
'l'imJH'I', .. .. ...... . .. . .......... , ..... ... . 
(::t('lll'r<ll, .. . .. . ... . . . ... . . ... . ..... ..... .. 1 

I 

Tota l, ......... . ..... 
1

1 
'I' 't rans1 , ....... ..... , 

Grand Total, ... 1 

:'\ ett, ...... 1 I ,o 12 I 1 ,36a,OG9 

3.98.5,:31() 

J fJOi. 

;wo 

1 ,0-!0,fJI Hi 
11.-!Hti 

107 ,t\2(j 
22,~12:3 
;)J,-!(j 1 
li0,-!00 

62:) 
ti.:W9 
.J,l)/1 

-!, 7 -!2 
81H,fJ1fJ 

5,il7-! 

2ti8,2GS 
25 

7.'),02:1 
1,-!i:IO,OOil 

- --- --------· - - - -

190:3. 

a,12o 

1, l81i.li8 ti 
tO, If!.') 

lto,±:w 
i-!, 1 -!H 
-!O,IiO/ 
82,%() 

j;)() 

] '000 
-!.9fJ7 
1,900 
-!,020 

:)9 7,7:30 
±, 71:1 

%1 
22fJ,fJ-!Ii 

1, 7J(j 
li-!,400 

1,;i94,(i00 

1 ll<T<':t~<·. I DeerPa~<·. 

:U:tW 

lJ;), 7~0 
9,2H7 

] t,li04 
l,:Uli 

22,:)(j() 

Uli 
1,900 

%1 

l ,7tl 

114,5H7 

1J)~;)..j. 

75 
;),299 

7ii 
222,1HH 

(i(i1 

ilt1,:3ii 

lO,Iiiil 

i3,fJGa,4G3 jl :~,!J85,:no - 3 1:3,592 ·- - - -
t,il72,:3H7 2,87-!,D:iO ;JOi,:)5a 

:WJ,i-!5 

- - ----- ,- -ti,ilil;),8(j0 I 6,8GO.ilj0 I)] li, l-!:5 29 1,7 J;) 

- - --- - -----~--~--- ~--_ 'l------

~ttt, ......... , .)_J,:~:oo I .. .. .. 

......,_ 

1-' 
c. 
0 

'-"' 

>--' 
-::-. 
1-' 



Ex:POHTS. 
-----------------------------------~----· 

I 

1 1002. 1903. 1 ncren.:;e. D ec rease. 
, ___ 
I -:\o. I Touuagc. No. Ton nage. No. i T onnn.ge. Xo. Ton nage. 

s r:eame1;s, .. ·.-.. -.. ~~~~~ ;.9t)~ 6,1 ~1,29: ! ;.a:~ ~·9~8,~1r~z ~~? I ~~~,373 ·~ 
Rti'Cr Stenmers, ....... -,193 1,8,6,14-t 12,820 ~,4:>1,.3·11 (j,l3 v•;J,210 
Sailing Ve~,els, ...... , 4:~ 1)2,.'i73 

1 
40 59,334 ... ... 1 3 I :3,239 

To ta 1, ...... j_6_,2_2_2_1_l:l_' ,_1 2_o_,o_1_4_[_;_,2_3_s _ _ 9_,_49_9_,s_.5_t5_,_1_,o_I_9 __ ,_,:_1s_2_,.1_s_:-~_l====3=, _a_,:..._J s_9_ 
' .Nett., ......... , J,O(() 1,37!1,:~H I 

, I -- --

Exported tons, ...... , 2,220,867 I 2,24.'i,ll9 I 
-';-----------. 

I , i Bunker I , 
----1 

Bunk er 
Coal. 

Sir:<. 
Bunker 
Coal. 

I 
Str~. Coal. Strs. 

~~- i .,9"'6 61''11" 143-2 6?_')_" ! ···J(' /l'Jl"·o .~ Bf!Inon·•, ....... .. ... ; .), (., •J, v 

1 

,t 1 .... o,- 10 vu) _., o 
Hin:r Stcamcr:;, ...... 1 2,19:3 2H,62i 2,826 37,753 633 9, 126 

I 

Str~. 
Buukcr 
Coal. 

Total , ...... : 6,179 ~~i40 j 7,198 663,026Jl,019 21,286 ~-.. -.--~---... --

--,---,-;-e~=~~~--;-1,286 j- .. -.-- ~----

...... 1-' 
.... ..,::. f'.!:) 

-::::- 0 
:,.;c ·~ ~ ~ 

::::; 
~ b; _..._ ~ -z. ---: ~· :) ~ ;: ..; ~ r=J 
~ s ? ~ :::: "' ;::: · • ~ 0 0 2 I I ....,! 

~ ~· ~ ~ ~ 5 'j ~ ~ ~ ~· ;; . 
... - .~ =., ....--.... --:::-- JO ,... ~ ~ 

c .. ~ • - ~ ~ ~ ~ ;-~ ~ ~ ~ 
~ _:.:; h-.lt--:J ~ 'i:l ~ ::r· "t :.; - - ~ ~ ..... ,.... . . ~ - ~ I ...., 

0 ,......-t "':.;-"' ,:0 J· V ' ....,"t l :: 

re '--" l~ I ~. 

I [ :- - -· - I ~ 
-h I ..... .......J 

I : . ...., I ~ ~ 
""" t -:_ 1-' 'J, f """ l>:; I~ t~ -. '-' < '-'' I ·~ <:..: · t::J ~ I ..... I <.C '-'' '----1 ~ l~ I <5 I ~ t_::::j 

I ~ - ,-,-. ~ ;..--: ~ r- er- ~ ::::: C;. w 2 
I -;::: r+- - ~ C.... -.! -~ -::=- - ~ I -.l ~ . !7- -;.. ~ ....,_. 

c:. """""' ;:::;: C· ~ , ~t t~ ...-. Q . l"'__;::, -::> ::..-. C:. 
~ :::::' • ~ :;j 1 ........,. oo i ,...., ~ w 
:"":;5 ~ .,. ~:·~I . ~~ ._., 

't> • ::;._ - - - - -- - - ,._ > 
;:;, :; ;:., I >-< 
t . ~ .-,. ~ V 

V ~ • t?;j ~ t:-J 
~ : ~----~. .......... '/..., I ;;; 

(}C J~ I ~ *""" "-' ::;l 
. ! .:;..:. ~ 0 ··~ 

~-.:.... ;-.... ....... .. I J~ I 1----1. f-' I c.. :.... ~- I ~ 
r-t- o v..:. - • I -:..; , ~.-.r. )of;:.. I o ,..... ~· Y ·"J. I -;;. 
1.-:.- <:..> • "' ' I of- <= ...... I c-. ;j- C'l ..... 0 Cl: ~ I ~ o:,;.:.. ~---t 1--4 .........., ~ --.1 - 1 

' ;._. _-, rt-- 1:".,::: c--.. 1-..:.; ~ ~ ,:_,; ~ :;..;. -· ~X. _, ·~ ------
-· ............ Q t .:_; , _, t-...:, V t ~ V t ·~ cr.: I 0 ~ 0 
....,..., .:...: t CF.. t:.:.. c-. c ._,.,.- l~ Cf.) - · 1--' - · 0 ~ .......... : ~ 

'"""1- (""'f-o-' I ~ ;.......& ~ 
@ ~ ~ ~ • .;.;~; '/. ':: .;~ ~~ ~ 

l~ C';; -' 

·e:~ c . ~~ 
:_;., -:::> • 
~1 ·~ 'h 

,-.., 

1-' 
c:. 
l~ 

'--' 



( lGJ ) 

Exported, 817,tl22 ton.~ a~ under:-

I( · ( ''>O ·)-- ) :2°,o' "f'J tc11 '· erosint', 1)0 . ;JJ.) ease~ , . . .. . .. .. . .. .. .. .. .. . - v '"' . 

Rice aml Paddy, ........ . ....... . ...... . ........ 270,58U , 

Earth a nu Stonef;, . ......................... .. .. . 15G,Ol1 , 

General, ....... . ............ . ........ . ..... . ....... 3G1,567 , 

TotaL ... . . .. . 817,82:2 , 

- - -

p A:iSENGER:::. 

- ··----

~03. I Increa~e. Dt>crt>asc. 
i 

Hl02. 1 
I ------------

52 , G;~ 7 
I 

515 I ... ... 

90,3G~ ······ 3,875 

Briti~lt Y<>.~:"<'l.", ArriYal;;, ... , 

I )o., Drpartnre",. 

152,122 1 

9J,244 

55,681 12,903 ..... . 
--

98,687 13,418 3,875 

Do., Emigrant:", .1 42,778 

~----1--
Total, ......... , 289,144 I 2 

---- -

Nett , ......... 9,5 43 .. ... . 
---

Foreign '"""sels, Arrinls, .. ' 9!:1 ,116 ·1 1 00,012 896 .... .. 

72,978 ...... 3,857 

27, 703 ,_ .. .. _ .. _ 1,2:30 

Do., Departures,. 7 6,83;) I 

Do. , Emigranb, . . 28.9;~3 I 
---~--

T' t< I I 20±,884 I 200,G93 89() I 5,087 o.t, ......... l ---

Nett, ......... -.-.. -.. -.-~ 4,1!:11 

( ltj;) ) 

p ASSEXGERS,-- (' onli11ued. 

HiYer ~teamer~, Arri m b, .. 
I 

GG8,1ti i 8?3:\,5 78 215,±11 I 
D r pnrturC':', . I_G2ti,43;) FJ:lo,i57 210,3:22 1 ___ _ 

1,296,60211,722,:33;':) I J25,i33 1 

·- ,-. - ! .--.. 
Nett, ....... .. · 42;:>. d ,3 I . 

Do .. 

Total, .. ...... . 

-----------------~------~-------

Jnnb lnn•lgn tmd•, Mdml•,/ 55,08:1 4D,2<W I 5,81± 

Do., DPparture~, 52,55:3 50, 7:1G I 1,s11 

-- ---~--

Total, .. ....... 
1 

107,Gi3ti I 100,005 j 7,6:H 

Nett, ....... . . - .. -.. -.-. -~~Gill 
---;-1 ----- ,---

1 1802. I 1903. Tncrca:-w.
1

Dccrcasf', 

To h.! A.-n Yo 1 ,, .. .... , , , . J n 4,488 l,!S; 49 6 . 2 lJ ,oos l ___ _ 
Total Departure~, ............ ! 852,0G7 1,05:2,8JO 200, 71:1 

I I 
~-----------.-

1 1,tl2ti,555 2,238,336 Jl1,781 

Total Emigrant<, .... .. ...... j 71,711 83,384 ll,G7i3 

I - -- - ---

_ ___ __ Total, . .... .. .. ) 1,898,26G 12,321,720 423,454 --

Dilf. of Arr i ,-a;~ anu Drp., 122.±21 I 1:32,656 

lJo., Emig rants, .. .. ..... : 71,711 I t~:3,il0J 
' I I 

R,,,;"'~e, + ,, - ....... !-::-;,;;1-:--:;:;-;:J---- ,--... -.. -.-
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J'.I SSE:\GRH:>,- nmtinued. 
- -----r - --.----------------
.Junk,.Jocal trad(', Arril'ab, I l~l ,:H l:l 

JJo.. T>epartu tw. 11,1:\i t'±,UH \ 1,80± l 
1----,-~--

Total, . .. ...... , J :33,U 7i I 1G±,t:)9 [_1_o_,2_8_'z_ 

,, tt I 10,·_:11.1·), ~~--
~~ e , ......... , o -

HB\'f,NL"E. 

11. The total Hcwnue colleded by tlw Harbour Department dur­

mg t}l(> year wa:< $28:3,281:\.-!~. being an increa"e of $18,:522.43 on tht' 

pn•nou,: year :-

1. Ligh t Due,:, ....... .. . ................ · 7-!,tGO.Oo 
t. Lic<'nce~ and Int<>rnal H cYenue, 55.475.;)0 
:~ . .Fep;; o£ Court and Oftiet·, ......... 154,l:l52.Ut 

Total , ............ $285,t88.4t 

STEAM L AL"NCH I!.:,:. 

J i. ()n the ~\ht D<"ccmher, there werP 2±2 Steam Laun ches <'lll­

ployt·d in the Harbou1· ; of the~e, 08 were l icen~e1l for th e cunrcyanC<' 

of }'a~,;enger:::, Hl WPI'l' priyatoly owneu, 17 were the property of Lhe 
( 'olunial G-o,·emmcnt, and () lH•longed to the Imperial Gorernment in 

charge of the Military Anthoritie:>. 

Three .:\Ia,;t l'l's· ('prtifieatP:< \l't'l't' ,;u,;pt>n<lPd for three nwnth,;, and 

o:w }fa~te:· \Y:t:' cautiont>d. 

Four hundrt>d and ~en•nty-fin· (-!7:)) PngagemPnl:<. and .Four 

ln1111h•d and thirty-eight (-!:H:i ) di,cltarge.-< o[ l\la,;t<•r,; and Engin e(·r ::: 

"·<·r<• 111 ~11l c from bt .);uHwry to :)I:,t December. 

Fourteen (1 -±) StP:tlll Latindw" wen• permillc•l to carry arm~, &1'., 
for tlll'ir prute<.:t·ion again:'t ]'irate"; <,f !Ill':'<', thirteen were p r<·Yiou ,;ly 

pl'l'mittl•tl. and one during thi " year. 

( llil ) 

la. Eighty-threP lhou,..and three hullllrPtl and cight_,·-four (83,:3t>±) 
Emigrant:< left H ongkong for ,·ariou~ place,; during the _Y<'ar : of thP"t' . 
5:),G~l were carri(•d by Bri ti,.h f\hip,; and :21,10:3 uy Foreign, hip": 
140,5;)1 \H'n' rqwrh•d a:> ha,·ing lm•n brought to Hongkong from 
places to 11·hich tlwy had t'migrateJ . and of tlw,.e, l.U i, l!ili "·en• lll·ought 
in Briti"h S hip.~ anJ :l:~.:H) :) h_,. F oreign Ship,:. 

Hdurn" ;fo,:. XV UI and XIX '"ill gin• tlt<• dl'tail,: of thi,: hranclt 
of the ])pparhllent. 

RJWJHTI{)' OF SHll'Pl~( ; , 

1±. D uring tb (• .Har, 8 ,;hip,; wer<· reg i .~tered under the proyi ,; ion:' 
of the Imperial Act, ;md i C<·rtifi cate" \H're cancPlled. 

15. :-:\en•nt('lm (J i ) ea, p,.. \\·pr(' heard in tlw ;\larine .Jlagi,;trate'::­
( 'ourt : ref.u:::al o[ dnt_,. on boa rd :::hip and hreaeh of Harbour HPgul­
a tion,.: WPI'c tlw pri1wi pa I offPnc<·,: . 

EXA)IJ:\ATLO:\ uv :\1.\ sTEH~. }l.\TEs AXIl Exwxr~En.s. 

( L 'm le r ,..,'eel io11 1 '!/ f J rd i nwrtl! X o. 36 r~/ 1899.) 

J fi. Tht• follow ing ta ble' ll'i ll "ho1r tlw HtllltbPr of ('an didat r·~ 
I'Xamincd for ( 'e r tifieat<'~ of ( 'ompet<~IH ' ·'·, di:<tingui~hing tho,;<' who 
were :<tH.Tc~:-;[ul and tho~l' who fai led :-

-------------------
Gradl.'. 

;\(a:-;l\'t', .... ..... .... .... . .............. , .. . .......... .. 
Fir:-'t l\Jatt•, .................................. . ..... .. 
Onh· .:\late ............. .... ........................... .. 
S econd :Jia tP ................... ... ................... .. 

Pa~~ed . 

il 
](j 

li I 

Failed . 

fi 
:~ 

Tota l. .......... .. ~--~--~-
/ 

Fir,.[ ( 'la;;.~ l•;ngint ·<•r. .. .................... .. .. .. .. 
Second (' la.'" Bngin<'<'r, ............. . .. .. .... ... .. , 

Total, ..... .... ... 
1 

:W 

' -------- - - -
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1.\LunNE Uo11rns. 

( Cnde1' Section 19 of 01·dinance ~Yo . 36 of 1899.) 

17. Xo Mnrine Court Ita~ been held during the year. 

sUN DAY CAHGO-\\T 0RKINc.J. 

(Urdiuunce lVo. 6 of 1891.) 

] 8. During the year, 33ti permit~ were issued m1Ller the proyi:;ion,; 

of the Ordinan0e. Of these, 10.5 were not availed of owing to i ts being 

found unnecessary for the ship to work cargo on Uw Sunday, anrl thr 

fee paid [or the permit was rpfunded in each case, and 2:2 permits were 

is::med, f ree of clmrgc\ to Mail Steamers, the priYilege ceased on the 

22nd July, 1903. 

The revenue collected under thi~ heading was $iH,800 ; th is wa,: 

$9,i375 less than in 1902. 

The reYenue collectE•d each year ;;ince the Ordinance· came into 

force is a~ follows :-

1892, ................. . ......... . ...... $ 4,800 

189a, . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 7 ,uoo 
189±, 

1895, 

l89l), 

JS!H, 

1898, 

1899, 

1900, 

190], 

1902, 

190i3, 

. ·· ·· ············· ·· ·········· ···· 

SEAMEN. 

L3,37 ;') 

11,000 
7,:)7;') 

11,850 

25,92;) 

21,825 

43,550 

44,800 

4±,175 

34,800 

19. NinetcPn thon:<and eight hnndre<l and sixty ( 1D,860) Sealllen 

\\'t•rc :;bipped and twenty- three thou,;and two .lmndrrd aml si xty-fi.ye 

(2i),265) di~charge<l at the Mrrcantilc Marinr Office and on hoanl :'hlJl:i 

during the year. 

One hundrt>d and fift.,·-~ight (1:18) ' · Di,;trPs~cd Seamen., \Yere 

ree<"in~d during th(' year. Of tluc>~e, 55 were :>E'nt to the United King­

dom, 3 to Sydney, 1 to Calcutta, 2 to Singapore, 2 to lVloji, 3 obtained 

employment on shore, 3 at <'anton, 1 \vent as passenger to San Fran­

cisco, 1 to t lw United Kingdom, :2 to Singapore, 2 joine<l the Chinese 

Customs, 1 Japanese W rcstler':; Company, 1 taken charge of by the 

German Consul, 1 departed to Canton, 1 died at the Government Civil 

H ospital, 1 at the Sailors' Home, 3 remained at the Gowrnment Civil 

H ospitnl, 1 at the Sailors' Home, and i4 obtained employment. 

Two thousand six lruml r·pJ and one dollars ($:2,601) were ex­

pended by the Harbour lYiastE>r on behalf of tl1P Board of Trad<' in the 

reli<:'f of the~<> Di~trPssNl Sen nwn. 

:20. Hdum Ko. XXIII gi,·es a rrport of the work performed bv 
thi,; Sub-De['aJ·tment during tlw y<:'ar 190i.L 

During the year , J 90 wssels were surrPyPd for Pa;;:f'engeJ· Cer­

tificate and Bottom Inspection, and 111 were surveyed for Emigration, 

an increase of 15 and 18 respectively on the previous yenr, ·which wa~ 
the highest on record. 

Owing to the Kowloon and Cosmopolitan Docks being blocked at 

different times by wssels undergoing Pxtensive repai rs, twenty-nine of 

tlw surveys for passenger certificat<· took place at Aberdeen Dock 

irn-olving considerable loss of time and extm expen~e in hiring an out­

~ide launch. 

The Kinslum o£ 2,801 gross tons, and the rinv King of 1,088 gross 

tons wert> built under inspection, the for mer being the largest ;;teel and 

the latter the large,;t woodrn vessel <n-er constructed in the Colony. 

I would heg to point out that owing to the increase o£ the work 

and the greater distance apart of the builLling ya rd;; aml slips an nd­

Jitionnl launch j,; mgE>ntly reqni re<l. 
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n. Tlw amount of Lighr Dnc~ collPCt(,d j,: follow" :-

- -
'I f V 1 J Hate. No. ofl C ass o t>S~P s. t " I . )per on. n up~. 

Ocean V t>s~el,:,-.-. . :==.: 1-:ent, 4.435 
Steam Launch e.~, ............... 

1
1 ,, J 249 

HiYer Steamer~. (Night boab), 

1 

:t ., I 1,707 
Launches plying pxclusinly to 

Macao and West Ri,·t>r, lJy 

night, .. .. .. . .. .. .. . .. .. .. .. .. ± ., 
Hin·r Ste:mwr~ (Day .Boats), .. Fr<•e. 
Launches plying cxelusin.·ly to 

l\1acao and \\' e:;t Hiwr, by 

Gt1 
1,]:25 

I . 

Tonnage. 
1
-Total Ft>es 

J collected. 
--~----

$ ('. 
7,012,128 

9,39t\ 
1 ,!3l)t\,7 ;~t; 

I 70,121.21) 
~M . !Jt'l 

±,lit9.ti7 

M,4CC I 

l,OCG,J :W 
115.07 

day, ........................ : .. Fre<'. 895 49.375 ... 
_1 __ ._ , __ 

Total, ........ ... . __ ·_·~ I 9,0:~2 I !),;)60,23!! I 74,960.00 

Telegraphic and telt>phonic communication hn~ het>n kept up "·ith 

the Gap Rock, <'apl' d'Aguilar nnd Wnglan T"land dnring the ;·ear. 

From Gap Roek ~tation, 892 n•,:sels lwYe lwn1 reported a;: passing, 

and in addition 1t\1 me~~age~ \l't'rP reePin•d and ;~,760 ,:ent, ineluding 

thP daily wenther report for thP Ob~Pl'Yntory. Owing to t!:'lrgraphie 

eomnmnication being interrupted :20 vE>ssel,:; werP not l't'ported. 

Forty-~ix bolll's and fift.\· minutPi' of fog wert ·J·r>portt>d from C+ap 

lloek during tlw yrnr, and tiH• fog :<ignal gun wn;; firPd :~;) 7 tillle". On 

no occa~ion \Ya:- the relief d<>layed by thP rough ;-:ea. 

F rom Cape d'Agnilar Station 1,987 w~:<E'l" \\'('l'P rep~rt<•(L an d u1 

addition 1,886 nw~:<agE>s WE'n' "ent and 29 n•c<•iYcd. 

From \\'aglan J,;land Rtation, 1.95:2 \'PS.~e],; Wl'l'P reported, and in 

addition 55 mes,;age,; were "<-nt and 6V recei,·e!l. Owing to the tele­

phonie communication being intE>rmpted, 1 D:2 Y<'""el" \Y('l'e not n·ported. 

Two hundred and <•ighteen hour,; and forty-eight minn tb of. fog 

Wt'r<' reportf>d from ·waglan I.~lnnd dllring tlw !'ear, r~nd tlw fog ,c;ignnl 
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gun wa~ fired t,260 time~. 
the rough :;ea. 

On no oceasion wa,:; the relief delayed by 

:2i. During the year uw;~ ther;. has be:>.n :-tored I ll the G oYE'l'll­

llll' llt Gnn1'owder DE'[ JOt, Stonecutters' Island :-

No. I A . 1 pproxtm~tc 

of Cases. Weight. 
I -------- -----·------

Gun]JO\HlPr, priYatd.'· 0\nwd, . ........... ........ . 
, I_Jo., C~oYernment owned. . ............. . 

Lartndges, ]ll'!Ya teh· owneu, ....... " ......... .. . . 
Do.. G-oYernJ;tf'nt owned, ....... . ......... . 

Explo"in· Compound.~, priYat<>h· owned, .. .. .. . 
r D_o., . UoYCI'lll.lH:'Ilt owned, ... 

.N on-explo~n·e,;, pn ,.a tf~h- owned ................ . 
Do., Uoverm.nent ow;wd, .......... .. 

Total, ........ . 

!i,G;'i.) 
2,292 
2,780 

±7 
52 

456 
4 

1 

I lk 
155,91;) 
127,34() 
621,92;') 

4.100 
7,103 

ti5,122 
600 

During the same periocl there ha.~ been deliYered out of the DqJ{•t:-

---·-------- ----- --

For Sale in t lH· ( 'olony :-

(~llll]l~J\Yder, P.riYately OWJH'd, .......... . ... . 
( artr~tlge~, pnnJte]y o\\·n<·d . . .............. . 
l~x pl?"i Y<\ (_'o mpou~l·d,;, priYa tPiy owJwd, .. . 
:N 011-(\XlJ)O;;J\"C" !H'l rateh· OW!leJ ' . . , ... ..... .. I 

.For ~~xpor t :- I 
Gunpowder, priYatPl v ownNl, .............. ·1 
C:artridg<'.-', priYah·h: ownt>d, ....... ... .... . . 
~xplosive l ;jompou~;d ~, priYat<>ly owned, .. . 
)i on-Pxplo:;l\·e", pnvatPly o\nwd, ... . ..... . 

.Xo. 
or l'a:'(':'. 

:li4 
l)l) 

10 

Glt 
1,172 

. ± .i 

A ppi'Ox imat c 
We ig ht. 

;) . 7 ±fi 
i0,!)7;i 

1,1 ;)0 

20,GL) 
i 5;i,:32:) 

!iOO 
----------

Total, ........ . :2,11 () i\04,410 
------- -----------
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On tl1e 31st DcccmL~·r, 1!.)0:). then• l'PmnineJ a-< follow.- :-

! ----·---------------1 

I (~nnpowdt·r, p~·inttel.'· O\Ytl<'d, ............. _ ........ 

1

1 

Do., (~overnment owned, . ............. . 
l 'artridge~, printtcly owned, .... .. ..... · .. ·· .... ·· I 
, Do._, .GoYPI"llment o_wned, ............... · · · j 

hxplo,;I\'!' (. ompound«, f'J'!Yatf'l_r O\Yll<'LL ....... 

1

, 

Do., GoYernment 0\Ynetl ... . 
1\'on-cxplo"in•,-, pri,·att·ly owned, ................ ,. 

Do., Gon•rnmrnt owned, ..... ...... . 

.N 0. / .-\.ppr<Jxinwte 

of t_.'_a·_"'t_'~_. _ i__:eil!lll. 

- :),KJ!~ 
i. l-!!i 
J,5iU 

1D 
-li 

! J b~ . 
I ] :.!!),;););) 

lOl'i.:)Oi 
:l:l::i.tii ;) 

1.~)()() 

:\U:):~ 
.1!) .~1;)2 

----------
Total, ......... ! 

I 
!:l,~oO ~ (iH,487 

------ I_ - --·---

N:r;w TERRITORY. 

( F~Ji lt !/ear o/ B1·itish Administration.) 

2i3. The Station at the hlantl of Cheung l'hau wn.~ opened in Srpt­
<•mlwr, tlw one at Tai 0, in the I~lanJ of Lantao, in Oetohcr, J 89U, 
that at Tai Po in l\1ir~ Bav, on board tlw Police Steam Launeb. in 
.January, · 1!)00, tlwt in D~ep Ba:·, on board the Police Stt>am Launch, 
in Nowrnber, 1!)01, and that at Sai Kun g in April, HJ02. 

From 1.-:t January to ill~t Dt•c<·mlwr, 1D03 :--8,fl74 Lieenee~. 
Clraranef~~, P crmib . &~· .. \\"('!'(' i~wed at: ( 'heung C'hau, a,l:J7 at Tai 0. 
:\,817 at Tai Po, -!,i02 at lJ<'<'I' Boy, and ·1,021 at Sai Knng. 

TIH· Ben•m1c coll Pdcd by thi . .: Department from th<· KP\Y Tt 'lTitory 
during 1DO:l wa~ $15,718.7 ;"): 

(:iE:\EHAJ, . 

i-!. ( 'aptain HL;MsJn lnt ,·ing left the Colony for good, it devolves 
upon m<• to fathe1· this R eport, which c!Pab with a prriod during three 
<Jlla rter~ of whic:h he was in charge of the Harbom, I may, perhap:<, he 
permitted to e.x.prcs.~ my own perwnal regret at, aml my :-;euse of the 
los.~ t he Colony has iucmTP<l through, his departure. 

(ii .) The Luilding of the much-needeJ new Harbour Office has 
now been commPnccJ. and it is to be hoped that the "\York will he 
['Uslw<l on a::; quickly a.-: pos~ible, a~ the work of the De['artment i~ 
~Priou~ly ham percd by the rc~trictPd vie\\· of the H arbour from tlw 
OtficP. But it is ~ca re<>ly probable that the IH'W Officr <.·an ill' O]'t'I1l'd 
InudJ heforP anotlt<•r two year~ h:.lY<' pa:'~t·tl. 

• 
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( iii.) ])uring the year arrangement~ ban" IJ~cn made to ligh t C:tp ­
~hui-mun, and thi.~ light will, I h ust. bt• e~tabli::;hed lwfore this Report 
appf•ars in print. There would «eelll to he littlt> prospect, howHer, of 
immetliatt• intpron:ment in the lighting of the E astem and \Yestf'rn 
approaehe~ to the Harbour, b;· the ."hifting of CapP D"Aguilar Light 
to <lret>n hla nd, :md tlH· Green hland Light to ( 'ape Collinson, a,.: 
appro,·ed in .1900, owing to tlj(' grPater nece:-:~;i tv for othct· Publie 
\V orb, \l·hich are ab~orbing all the. availablr fund;. It i . .: to be hoped 
that it will be po.-::-:ihlP to carry out the~e greatly nP<•dt•d improYements 
l~l'fore long. Gre<•n. I:<land light Lei ng ~o inefficient in ib )H:'r:<eut posi­
twn, and C'apR D'Aguilar light ha,·ing !wen lying idle for over seYen 
.'·ear,; now. This hitter light co,:t the GoYernnwnt £2.91-! about thirtv 
year :; ago. and i~ in a:< gooJ conditiou now a:< it wa:; wh<:'n it was fir~·t 
lit in 187:1. . 

(iL) Tl1r size of Yessel,: trading to and fro lll thP Colony continur~ 
to increa~e . a>O Wt:'ll a~ thei r number~, and the proLlem a~ to where to 
put t lwm is becoming Yery seriou:'. The de<•p \Yater area of the Har­
bou r if: ::;mall, and, owing to con,;tant reelamation,; and :;ilt.ing up of 
certain part.-: of tlw Harbour, this area i,.: continually contracting. 
~omething will haw to bt> done in thf• near futurt> to proYide accom­
modation for the shipping, and tl1e qnl•stion i,; ·' \Yhat ''? 

( Y.) 1 t i . .: probable that thP ,;hi ppi ng of tlw P ort will ('On tinnt-' to 
incn•a ,.:e, both in numiJC'r~ and ,;ir.e, :;o that any Iut·a:;urt:'s that maY h<~ 
doeidr~d upon will h:l\·(· to takt• the futu rr• into .aceount, and not ~nh· 
tht• imnwdiatt• future, l'itht'l'. Drl'dging i,; Pxtn'lllPh· .-<low nn<l 1 ·~­
J Wn~iYe \l·ork. a nd an_,. ~l'ltem1· \Yhieh ha~t'." it~ entir;, lwpe~ on thi~ 
alone. i~ . in nt_,. opinion, doompd to failure. not onh· on aecount of th <• 
,; lowne:,:~ of tlw \\·ork, but bt>ean:<P of tlte pro l>ablt• n;Pl e~.--tw,;~ of it. for 
it i:; rPa~onablP to belie\'<' that, a~ tlw:::P part~ of th<· Harbou r I,:!Jielt 
~tand i1~ Het:'d ~f dredging han: bePn, and arP :;till being, si lteJ up. ~ 0 
they will continnt• to be in tlte fntn re, and nn]e,;,- a prohibitiYe (a:; to 
<'_ost) I~umbcr _of JreJ_ger;: !JP employt:'d, and be kept. employed, Yery 
lttt.lc, 1£ any, 1mpre~swn w1ll be madE> on the di•pth of the water. AnJ 
the work will be endle,;s, a;; it will luwe to be kept going indefinitely. 

. (,·i) ~o fa r· a,: I am awarP, no other plan (than that of dredging) 
for prondmg UN"[l wat<T accommoJation, l ta~ hither to brt:'n ...;uggrsteJ. 
(•xcept that containPd in a schenw o[ Harbour Tm proYPilt l' llt fo rnllllated 
:_llld :'td,_mit:t•rl to Uon·rnt.llt'nt hy nH.' in J anua ry. 1~102. wh ich pn"·ided. 

· lnfel" a1trr, fo r tltt' dPcpenJnl!, hy natur:d mcnn,;. of ti1P \l·nter 'Yt·s t of 
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the Kowloon Pt>nin:mla £nul ]n,;iJe Sulphur Channel. Thi~ ~chcmc I 
am not now permitted to publish. It would co:>t a considerable ;:mn 
of monP_, .. money which, howeYer, once :-ptnt, "·ould he :-pent one<> and 
for all, anJ would give u:; man." things be.~iJe.; an increa~erl deep water 
anchorage. including the n•xed <]Ue~tion of con1munication", dealt wi th 
by ( 'aptnin RnrsEY in hi~ report for 1DOJ. 

bfPUHTS A;:\D Exl'ORT~ (OrmM) OFFICE. 

2:). ThP return :<how:< tbat during the year t lw amo11nt o£ Opitlm 
rqJOrtcrl wa~ a~ follow : ---

J D02. 
Chef't:;. 

------~------- -------
UJOil. lncren>'e. U(•erea~l'. 

Uhe.-;t~. Uhe:::ts. Chest,.. 

:"~'"'t<'L~. ~===l*3,mt l •o.o3<; [· ~.2"~ -.-.. -.:-.-
l!hportr·d, ........ . ............. ..... .!:1,:~±8! I ±!i,551 I :1, 202-1 - ---

Through Cargo reporte'l Lut not 
landed,........................ U,±tli3 

'----------- -
1 

16,±±2 :UJ5D 

:)cwnh'l'll thou~and eight hundred and :'PYenty-ni rH' ( 1 7 J; 79 ) P er­
mit:< "·ere i"Slll'd from thi:< Office during thl' year, bt•ing an iuen·a"l' .of 
;),:):)t\ a~ compared " ·ith 1902 . 

. \daily memo. of export:< to (.!him•:<(' porh \\a:<, during the ,\'!'a r. 
,;upp]i,·u to the Commi~ . ..:ionPr of. Imperial l\faritiml' Cu:<tom". and a 
da ily men1o. of export,; to l\Iaeao \1':1>' "upplied to tl}(' ~upPr'i n tr• tHlcnt 

oE Haw Opium Department of 1\faeao. 

f:iHqlri,-e Yi~it,; were pai<l to 108 godown~ d11ring the yt>ar. 

1 ha,-<', &e., 

RASIL 'l'AYLOH, 

A !'ting lla l'lHIIII' .lfu .ltl'l' . • )·,•. 

Th<· Hono11rablP A . . M. THnM,;O:->, 

. le/ ing C\>lonial S.·cl'l'tor!J. 




