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MARINE Coun.Ts. 

(Under Section 13 of 01·dinance No. 26 of 1891). 

17. The following Courts have been held during the year:-

1. On the 12th and 13th January, inquiry respecting the circum­

stances connected with the loss of the British Steam-ship Glenavon, Official 

No. 84,305, of Glasgow, on the Ling Ting rocks on the night of the 29th 

December, 1898. The Master's (WILLIAM PITHIE) certificate of compe-

tency was suspended for twelve months. 
2. On the 13Lh and 14th April, inquiry respecting the circumstances 

connected with the loss of the British barque Clywd, Official No. 106,845, 

of Liverpool, on the Pratas Shoal on the lst April, 1899. The Master's 

(THOMAS THOMAS) rertificate of competency was suspended for six months. 
3. On the 22nd September, inquiry respecting tbe circumstances con­

nected with the loss of the Bt·itish Steam-ship White Cl01ul, Official No. 

64,124, of Hongkong, when about 80 miles from Ho11gkong, on the morn­

ing of the 9th September, 1899. The Master (ARTHUR MYRVIN RAYMOND) 
was not present at the inquiry, though be was served with a notice to 

attend. 'l'he loss of the White Clou,d wa.s to Le attributed to l1er not being 

in a seaworthy condition for the yoyage to Manila. She was not prema­

turely ttl,andoned, and her loss wa.s not caused by n.ny wrongful act. or 

default of the Master ot• Officers. 
4. On the 25th Oetober, inquiry respecting the circumstances con-

nected with the British Steam-ship Esmeralda, Official No. 95,859 of 

Rongkong, striking some submerged obstacle on the- 14th September, 1899, 

whilst on the voyage to Manila via Amoy. The Master's (ALEXANDER 
WtLLJ.Al\I Ross CoBBAN) ce1·tifie:1.t.e of competency was returned to 

him. 
5. On the 2nd November, inquiry respecting the circumstances con­

nected with the stranding of the Steam-ship 8hantwng, Official No. 

99,039, of London, when passing close to Seraia Island (Natuna Gt·oup) 

on the 7th July, 1899. The Master's (HEA'IHFIELD CHARLES DAL'rON 

FRAMP1'0N) certificate of competency was returned to him. 
6. On the 19th December, inquiry respecting the circumstances con· 

nected with the foundering of the British Steam-ship Hupeh, Official No. 

99,024, of London, in the China. Sea. on the 20th November, 1899. The 

Master's (GEORGE H ENRY PENNEFATHER) certificate of competency 

returned to him. 

[ i53 J 
SuNDAY CARGo-vVoRKING. 

f Ordinance 1Vo. G qf 1891. ) 

t'Dn uring tlfle yeat·, 233 permits were issueLl,. under t.he pl'Ovisions of 
the anco; o these 67 . 'l ' weie not avat ed of O\Viua to its b . f cl 
unuecessarv for the ship t ·k o emg oun • 0 wot cat•go on the Sunda d 1 . 
for the permit was refunded . h y, an t le fee pa.ld 
of cbar"'e to M '1 t m eac case, aud 25 permits were issued free 

o , at s eamers. ' 

The Revenue collected d h' un er t IS headin'o' was s2J 82' 5 . 
84,100 less tbn.n in 1898. , ' , this was 

The Revenue collected year since the 0 ·d· 
is as follows:- 1 mance came into force 

1892, .. ' ... ... ...... . .. .. ...... ' ... .. . ::; 4 800 
1893, ....... .. .. . ... ,.. .. . . . . .. . .. . ... 7,900 
1894, ..... . ,.. ... ...... . .. . . ... . • . . • . ' tJ 

1895, . .. .. , ...... . ' ...... ..... .... . .... 11 ,600 
1896 , .... .. ..... .... .... .. ... ,.. ... ... 7,5'75 

1897, ... ... ... ... .. .. . .. .. ...... .. ... 11,850 
1898·... . . . .. . . . . . .. .. . .. . . .. .. . . .. ... 25 925 
1899' " ' ..... . ........................ 21:825 

SEAJIEN. 

19 •. Eighteen thousand three hundred and fifty-four (18 354) 
wet·e shtppcd and 2l 094 d. b ' seamen 
on b ·d h' ' . ' tsc a t·ged, a.t t.he ]}fercantile Marine Office and 

oar 8 tps dunng the year. ' 

Two hundred and twelve (212) "n· t _, S 
durin"' the . f h 18 .resseu eamen " were received 

"' year; o t ese, 33 were sent to the Uu't l r ] ('rapore 2 t s cl 
1 

1 ec \.lllg( om, 1 to Sin-
". .' o y ney, to Calcutta, l drowned 3 died 9 • . 
VJctona Gftol 4 at tl G ' ' '"' temamed at the 

1 
' ' ' le overnment Civil Hospi tal and 165 ob•·. d 

,, 

.F'ive tbousanc:l four huntlrec:l and fort t Cents ($5 442 y- wo Dollars aud Twenty-five 
Board of where lJy the Harbour Master ou behalf of the 

ta e m t e rehef of t he· "n· t _, the Colony. se IS rcsseu Seamen," and $704 by 

MAnna; St;RVE YOR's SuB-DEPART:UENT . 

20. Return No XXII sb tb k Ha.rboUI· De ) . . . ows e wor . performed by this branch of the 
I artment, and Jn forw;Lrdin"' this I a"'a· d . . . 

appreciation of th . 0 
o 

111 
es1re to record mv 

e manner m which the work of th' b _, " 
carried out. 18 su -uepartment is 

,, 
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In wy Annual Report of 1894, I referrecl a~ hmgth to the case of the 

Government Marine Surveyor and his Assistant, and I reproduced a.n 

extract from a report made by me in a letter elated 14th J uue, 1892, as 

follows:-

"The duties of these Su!"veyor~:~, I am convinced, are 'Very ouerou~, 

"the inspection of boilers anll engines, especially during the hot 

"weather, being most trying. 

"The conditions also under which thc~e smveys are held at Hong­
" kong arc peculiar owing to the short time that vessels as a rule 

" remain in port. In order to save time, applications for sul'Vey a.re 
"constantly received before the vessel's arrival, and it frequently 

"hlt}Jpeus that the completion of the survey is the final act before she 
"again leaves. They cannot even afford to wait for their passenger 

"ce1·tificates, cleara.nces being frequently granted them by me on 

"receipt of a report from the Surveyor that the requirements of the 

"law have been complied with. 

"It is, therefore, most important that the work of surveying 

"vessels should be canied on as expeditiously as possible, and the 
"importance of these surveys renders it imperative that the examina· 

"tion should be thorough; in order to insure these conditions it is · 
''necessary that there should be an adequate and efficient staff. It 
" 1vill be seen from the report of Mr. DIXON attached hereto that the 
"survey of a vessel for Passenger Certificate occupies himself and his 

"Assistant eight hom·s, spread over tl. number of visits, about font·. 
"The t.ime consumed, howevet·, on this work is often considembly iu 
"excess of this eight hours, as the ship may be anywhere between the 
"Hunghom Docks and Aberdeen. Other surveys, though not occupy­

" inO' so much time, in each case, at·e made under somewhat similar 
" 

"circumstances. 

''There are font· loc(tl Marine Surveyors carrying on business in 

"Hongkong; in audition to these, some of the Steamship Companies 
"employ special surveyors for their vessels. The Government Marine 

" Surveyors pmctica.lly do a very large pt·oportion of the amalgamated 
"work of all these, h~tving at tile same time to so arrange that if possi­

,, ble there should be no delay or inconvenience to any one. No easy 

" matter in a place where, as may be expected, each owner or agent 

"considers his own inteL·est as paramount." 

In the sa.tno repor~ (1894) I compared tile work done at Liverpool hy 
eleven men and at Cardiff by six men, and I showed that at Liverpool there 
were about 40 ~essels of 92,000 tons per surveyor and at Cardiff 27 vessels 

of 53,000 tons, while at Hongkong with all its disadvantage of climate, 
&c., we had 56 vessels of over 100,000 tons to each surveyor. 

Once more I must dwell on this subject; the amount of work per­
formed by our surveyors continues to increase ani!, that it becomes neces­
sary for me to draw attention to it is, I think, ample testimony that it is 
satisfactorily performed, for we all know that public duties ill performed 
soon declare themselves. 

During the ten months J anuary-October, 1899, the tonnage surveyed 
at Liverpool was 1,077,260 tons, in Hongkong 239,280 tons were surveyed, 

this gives 97,932 tons per surveyoL' at Liverpool and 119,640 tons per sur­
veyor at Hongkoug. 

The Revenue derived by the Colony from the work performed by the 
1.\iarine Surveyors has increased from $10,055.87 in 1890 to $13,598.61 in 
1899, the "overti!lle " fees alone in 1899 amounting to $480. 

The Right Honourable the Secretary of State fo1· the Colonies has 
recently notified his sanction to an increase in the salaries of certain 
Officers, and I would very respectfully suggest that his professional quali­
fica.tions might place the Government Marine Surveyor in the same cate­
gory as the senior Executive Engineers of the Public Works Department 

with regard to their increase, aud similarly that the Assistant Marine Sur­
veyor who is also a qualified Engineer should be placed on the same foot­
ing ~~s the other Executi'Vc Engineers of the Public Works Department 

/ . 
LIGHTHOUSES. 

21. The amount of Light Dues collected was as follows·-
I 

! Hate Cla~s of Ves~eb. I per tou. 

Ocean Ves:;el:;, . .... ................ 
,--

Steam-L:muche:;, ..... . .. ... . ...... 
~iver Steamer:;, (uight boats), ... I 

I ~auncbes plying exclusively to 
lV!acao and West Hi ver, by 

1 
lllg-ht, ........................ ,. 1 

River i:iteamers (day hoats), . ··-1 
Launches plying to Maeao and r 

West Hiver, by day, .. . ...... 

1 Total, ....... ..... i 

1 c:cut 
1 

" .J. 
3 " 

I 
:f , 
Free 

do. 

!\o. of 
Touuage. SLips. 

·-

3,31:!1 4,947,3.5.5 
118 ! 4,355 

1,187 I 846,072 

388 I 20,72.) 
896 I 934,479 

206 I 10,1:!12 

6,176 I 6 763 798 

Totn1 Fees 
CoHecteU.. 
--- --

:$ c. 
49,473 . .)5 

43.55 
2,820.61 

G9.22 
... 

... 
-

52 406.93 
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has been kept up with the 

From the former station 
Telegraphic and telephonic communication 

Gap Rock and Cape D' Aguilat• dm·iug the year. 
· d ·11 addition 149 messages 907 vessels have been l'eported as passmg, an I h 

. . d . d 3 4• •. sent including the daily weather report fort e were recetve an , ..,.., ' 

Observatory. d · dd't' 
F C D'Aguilal' 1 971 vessels were reported, an m a 1 wn rom ape · ,~ 

1 8•J7 messages were sent and 14 received. . 
' ... 28 hours and 50 minutes of fog were reported from Gap Rock _durmg 

the yeat·, and the fog signal gun was fired l Hl times. On oue occaswn the 

fortni ()'htly relief could not be effected owing to the rough sea. 
o D . 

G OVER!OIENT Gt:NPOWDER EPOT. 

22. During the year 1899 there has been stored in the Government 

Gunpowder Depot, Stone Cutters' I sland :- - ---------
Approximate 

No. of Cases. Weight. 
1------1-----·-

Gunpowder, privately owned, · .... · · ...... ...... .. 
Do., Government owned, .. · .... "· .. ""· · 

Cartridge::;, privately owneLl, ... ................ . 
Do., Government o_wued, .. '""'i ..... · .. · 

Explo~h·e Cotnpounds, pr1 vately O\Vnet , .. .,. ·• · 

Do., Government owned, ... 

Total, .. . ..... . ....... .. 

33,403 
91 

6,613 
ii 

2,342 
21 

42,547 

lbH. 

604,170 
1,820 

1,363,358 
16,22;) 

123,339 
1,226 

2,110,138 

During the sa.me period there has been dehvered out of the Depot: 

I 
\ Approximate 

No. of Case~.

1 
Weight. 

.For Sale in the Colony :-
\ I Ths. 

1t!,8H6 I 3li,102 GnnpowLlcr, printtely owned, ...... .... .. .... .. 
Cartridges, do., . "· ... " ......... . 
:Explot;ivc Compouml~, pnvately owned, ... . 

:For Export:-
Gunpowder, privately owned, . ............... .. 
Cartridges, do., . " .. " "· ·" " · "· 
Explosive Compounds, pnvately owned, .... 

Total, .......... .. .. .. .. 

2,512 597,666 
356 24,095 

i , 13f> 

I 
124,193 

2,875 561,14:? 
1,794 89,604 

--- - - I 
1,713,802 33,562 I 
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On the 31st December, 1899, there remained as under:-

' Approximate No. of Cases. 
Weight. 

lbs. 
Gunpowder, privately owned, ····················· 7,378 162,875 

Do., Government owned, .......... .... .. .. l 50 1,000 
Cartridges, privately owned, ............... .... ... 

1 1,226 204,5.50 
Do.! Government o~vneu, .... . .. ........... ! 41 14,840 

Explo~nvc Compounds, pnvately owned, . ...... i 192 9,640 
Do., Go'\'ernment owned, . ... ... .. . 

Tot~!, ....... .. . ........ 8,887 392,90.; 

GENERAL. 

23. As there appears no immediate prospect of any improvement in 

the accommodation provided for the work of the Harbour Department I 
desire to call special attention to the matter. 

The present building was first occupied in 1874 or 25 years ago, the 

staff is practically the same as it was then, the pay taken on n. sterling 
basis is less; and t he tonnage has increa!fed from 6,528,000 tons to over 
18,000,000 tons. 

The present offices are small, badly lighted, badly ventilated and badly 
ananged, in fact the Harbour Office combines all the disadvantages of 
which we have frequently heard in connection with the Post Office and the 

Law Courts; but being at the West end of the town and somewhat out of 

the European business quart.et·, it is out of sight and, I fear, out of mind. 

As the Port Office of the largest Shipping Port in any British Posses­
sion abroad it is, to say the least of it, not creditable. 

In 1894, I stated to the Retrenchment Committee as follows :-

"The only way in which the enormous amount of clerical 
"work, which goes on at the Harbour Office is done, is owing to 

" the fact that the clerks at work there- the firs t, second, third, 
"and fourth-are all men who have been in the Harbour Depart. 

"ment for upwards of 20 or 25 years. They have grown with 

"the work and it is only because they have grown with it th;~t 
"they are now able to do it." 

, ' 



i 
I· 
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This statement I have now to reiterate, with one exception only, 

namely, that the fourth clerk has only been in the office for I t years­

though be was in the Opium Office branch ll years previously-he came 

in when the first clerk retired on pension in 1898, and there was a general 

"fleet up" amongst the others on a diminished scale of pay. 

The work continues to increase with the increase of shipping, to say 

nothing of territory, overtime work is the rule rather than the exception, 

and any temporary absence through sickness-a condition which happily 

seldom happens-is keenly felt by the others. 

It is much to be desired that the New Harbour Office will shortly 

receive attention. The new site is now reclaimed and the sale of the old 

site would pay for building the new office, which sale, I understand, could 

take place any Jay "on time." 

brPORTS AND ExPORTS (Orrmr) OFFICE. 

24. Tl1e Return shows that during the year the amount of Opium 

reported was as follows:-
1898. 
chests. 

Imported ... ........ . .. ....... ........... . ......... 39,392t . 
Exported .. . .. . .. . .. . .. . .. . . .. . .. . .. .. ... ...... ... 37 ,828! 
Through Cargo reported but not landed ... 15,482! 

1899. Jne~·ease. 

c!Jest.~. clte.~ts. 

41,690 2,297! 
40,524 2,695! 

1 7,346 1 ,863~ 

15,300 permits were issued from this Office dm·ing the year, being an 

increase of 117 as compared with 1898. 

A daily memo. of exports to Chinese ports was during the year sup­

plied to the Commissioner of Imperial Maritime Customs at Kowloon, and 

a daily memo. of exports to Macao was supplied. to the Supet·intenclent of 

!taw Opium Department of Macao. 

Surprise visits wet·o paid to 93 godowns during the yeat'. 

I haYe t.hc honour to be, 

~il', 

Your most obedient. Servant, 

R :MunRA Y R u)ISEY, Het d. Com1l., IL~ .. 
llm•bour .lfa.~ff'l', !<t'. 

The Honourable F. 11. MAY, C.M.G .• 
Acting Colonial &crdm·y . 

.S't' ., ·S·c., J·o. 
~oronhn. & f'o.1 P •·inters, G, 7~ & !t, Zctlnncl Strttt, Hon~kong . 
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