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HULES AND HEGULArriONS. 

I. 'l'lmt tho Soeiflty he styled Tm: Ho~GKO:-tG GENERAL CnAllrnER 

01• CmmERCR. 

I I. That the ouject of the Chamber !'\hall be to watch over ltthl protec~ 
the g-eneral interest,; of Commerce, to collect information on all m~tt~rs _of 
interest to the Mercantile Community, and to n~c every means wttlun _1ts 
power for the rcmovn.l of evils, t?e re<lr~s;; of gric~~nces, n.nd the pr~mot101~ 
of the common good; to commmucate wJt.h Authorlt;es and oth~rll theteupon, 
to form a code of pract.ice, whereh~· the rmnsactwn of lm~mess may be 
simplified and facilitated; to receive references, and to, arbttmte h~tween 
disputants-the decisions in such reference to he recorded for future gmdancc. 

IlL That all :Mercantile Finns anrl persons engaged or il~terested in the 
Trade of Chiua shall he cli"ible for admission as Members m the m~nnor 
hereafter described, and or:' payment of $50 for Fi~ms, a_nd_ $15 for smg~o 
individunls for the current year, and a like Annnnl RnhRcr1pt10n, pn~·ahle lll 
advance on 1st .Tanuary. 

rv. That candidates for ac!mission propoRerl by one :Mem.be~· aml .secondet~ 
hy another shall he elected at the yearly :Meeting by a maJ?rtty of v~tes of 
the ~1embers then present, or in the intervnl, by the Committee, subJeCt to 
r•onfirmation at the noxt ensuing General :Meeting. 

V . That voting by Proxy, or by :Member:; who~e Subscriptions are. in 
nrrenr, be not allowerl, nnrl that. not mor<' thnn one .Yiemher of the same F1rm 
be allowed to Yote on the same occasion. 

VI. That in ·the absence from the Colony ot" all rhe Partners inn Finn, 
their Rcpresentat.h·c by Powe1: of Attorney ~hall be entitled to v<1tc. 

VII. That any Member may be expelled from the Chamber on th.e 
proposition of the Committee communicated to all the 'Members,_ and , comn
derecl ut a General .Meeting, provided rhat not fewer than two-thml" of those 
present vote for the expulsion. 

VIII. That any number of 1\:lcmher;; no t less thnn 10 slmll be held to 
constitute a General )leeting callerl in conformity with the rulPs of the 
Chamber, whether yearly or special. 

IX. That the Business nml Fund~ of the Chamber he managed hy a 
Committee of Nine :\{embers, consi~ting of Chn.irmttn, Vicc-Chairma.n and. 
~even :Member~, to he e lectcll annuall.v, :tt. the yearly General i\:Ieetmg. o [ 
the Cbnmbcr. .Four to form a qnornm, and the Chairmnn in r:tsc of eqmthty 
to have the casting vote in addition to his own. 

X:. That tho Committee ~lmll meet at Jenst onrc a month, o;1 snch day 
11,;; may be fixed for the transaction of busiuess, and a~ ot.her . r.unes when 
~<nmmoncd by the Chairman, or in his ah~cnce by the V1ce-Chau·man .. The 
proceedings to he laid on the table for the inspection ?f Members, snhJCCt to 
such regulations as the Committee m.ay clee~n expedtent.. In cases of the 
non-attendance of the Chairman or· YH:c-Chmrmn.n, :t Ch:unnan to be cho~cn 
by the l\>IP.mher~ pre~rnt. 
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XI. That in case of a vacancy in the Co01mit.tce, it shall be filled up 
pro tempore by the Committee until the next General ::\Iecting ; and that 
they h:wo the po1\·cr to appoint a Sub-Committee from their own number for 
any purpose whn.tcn·er. 

X:II. T ha t a paid Recrctary he elected hy the Committee, su~h election 
to he subject to confirnmtion at the next Clllining General l\:lee tin;!. 

XIII. That the Annual Genel":ll :\[eeting of the Cl1:1mhcr shall be held 
in the month of Febrnary lor a~ soon thcrenfte1· as may he found convenient) 
of each year; and that Special .Meetings shall he callcrl by tho C hairman, or 
iu hi~ ab~cnce by the Viec-Ciminmw, ou the req nisitiou of any F iYc :Members 
of the Chamber, to be held within ten days subsequent to the receipt of :-neh 
requisition, 

XIV. Tlutt all important qnc~tions n.ffecting th e Trade of the Port, nml . 
i ts P olitical or Commercial relations with the Empire of China or wi th other 
States, may be di~cnssell at the Y e:wly General :Meeting or Special General 
Meeting for that purpose cou,·encd, in the manner proyitlecl for by R ule XIII. 

XV. That the Committee he empowcrecl to frame By.Jaws, wliich shall 
at once come into force, hu t must he presented for confirmation at the next 
ensuing Gcuem l Meeting of the Cha.mber; and being so confirmerl, shall he 
equally himliug with these Rules upon nU )lcmbcrt~. 

XV 1. That the Fund~ of the ChmnhCI' lihall be pair! into ono of tho 
Ba.nks under an account to he opened hy t.he Committee, n.nrl that all Cheques 
r<hall be signed uy the Secretary to the Chamber, countersigned by the 
Chairman or Vice-Clmirman, or in their absence hv one of the Committee; 
that all dishnr~cmeuts shall be sanctioner! hy the C~mmittee at their ordinary 
~Ieetings, ancl that. an account shall he anditecl hy two Members of the 
Chmnher and laid before the yearly General l\Icetiug. 

XVII. That a yearly Report of the proceedings be prepared, and, aft~r 
heing approved ut a General :\Iccting, printed and eircnlated. 

XVIII. That the above R ules ho ad,Jecl to or t\lt ererl only hy a majority 
of the Mc1nhers of the Cltambot· presen t at a Goneml Meeting, ten d:tys' 
notiee having hecn g iven of the proposctl al tcmtion. 

XIX:. That the foro.~oing Rnl e~ he printc,l, nud an anthenticnted copy, 
>'nbscl"ibctl by eaeh }{ember on :uhni,;sion, be kept as part of the rccort!s of the 
Chamber. 

BY-LAWS. 

I. The Office l'hall he open daily from Koon to l o'cloek P.1r. , when 
the SPcretary shall he in attflndniJ(~e, a111l ready to communieate with nnv 
.\l flmher requi ring iufonnat iou or :t(·cc~,; to thfl Herortl~ of tlu>. C hambm·. 
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11. The ~ccretary shall attend all Meeting;; (iucludi ug thosn of the 
Arbitration Committee, if required), keep n. ,iomnn.l of n ll procee(lings, take 
eh:trge of a.ll tlocnm cnti', kePp the aef'Oilllt .~ of the Chamber, collect titati~tics. 
prepare Stntemeuts of Tr:ule, eomluet atHl keep copic.~ or eorrcspondenc<', and 
att.end to such othPr dntics a:< may he required hy the Committ<>e. 

Ill. All Commnnicatious shall be reecil·ctl a111l nuswere<l through the 
Chairman, Vi<'e-Chairman, or Sccrctnr~·· 

TV. No ,[m~HmentR belonl!i ng to the Chamber ohall he removed tlurinl! 
Office hour:<, nor shall any minute of it~ proceedit1gs he mndP puhlit· without 
1111 order of the Com mi ttc<>. 

Y. K otice ol' any proposit ion or husincs>< to be laid before the yearly 
Geneml :\lectiug, or :wy Special }leding, shall he given to the Secretary :n 
le:t~t forty-eight hom·s before the ~lt•cting, who, in the circular calliug :mch 
:N!eetin~, will ~ t ltte the hnsines.~ or proposition, a.ml by whom tn he hronght 
forward. 

V 1. The means to provide n. s11itau le Establi~:UmeHt, :tml to defray cx
peu~es in n.ddirion to the .Suh~rriptious fix ed by Hale 3, ;;hall he mi;;e<l iu the 
following manner :-By t he ~ale of ~tatcrnenti' of Tra<lc, hy fees ou Arhitm
tion and Refere nces, by fee~ for certific,[ copies of the Record:;. and oth er 
Docume rtts in the Archives of the Chamber, and by Yolnnt:try gifts all!\ con
tributions either in m oncy, maps, books, or n.uytbiug whidt may he n><eful to 
the Institution. 

VII. The Committee shall appoint every _vcm· five from thei r nnmbel', 
th ree of whom in regular success ion shall be the Acting Committee, to decide 
on all cases submitted to t he Arbitrat iou of th e Chamher, w ho,;c func tious 
shall continue so long a,; any husinc:>,; bronght. heforc them during their period 
of service is nndecideLl. 

VIII. The ~Icmbcrs of the Arbitration Committee shall he entitled to :t 
Fee of not less tlmn $5, and not more th:tn $20 each, ami t he Clmmbcr to a 
Fee (in mltlition) of not less than $ 10, and not more than $ 100, on every ease 
snbmittetl to the a rbitration of the Chamber. The amount to be regulated by 
rho Arbitmtion Committee, according to the importance of the case nnd the 
time occupied therein, subj ect to an appe:tl to t he Gone m! Committee, w h o;<o 
decision on the amount shall he final. 

IX. Tho Disputants in an Arbitration case shall h<> he hl to guarantee 
the fees jointly aml severally to th e Chamber. 

X. The Arbitration Committee shall appoint its own Chainnan and 
confine its functions to cases when its intervention or at! vice is requ ested, an,l 
on no occasion shall it proceed with any case nnles~ all the parties fmbscri he 
a Bond making the award a Rnle of the Supremo Court. Priutetl forms of 
such Bonds legally prepared, shall be kept. fot· tho information of :Member:; 
who may have occa.sion to resort to the Cham ber for Arbi trri.tion: and the 
Committee sha ll not arbitrate upon, nor t:~ke any cognizance of, a ny dispute 
whnteYer, m1les;; one of the parties intcrel'!ted therein he a :Member of the 
Chamber. 

XI. Tha t in the event of any question a5 to the construction or applica
tion of these By -laws, the General Committee shall have power to decide 
the same, submitting the mat.t er to the next General .Meeting of the Chamber 
for its final deei~ion . 
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SCALE OF COMMISSIONS AND BROKERAGES 
adopted by t!te Honghong General Chamber of Comme1·ce, 

at t!te half-yearly i1feeling held on April JOt!t, 1872. 

CO:L\1MISSIO~S. 

Purchasing or ~ell ing T ea, Raw Silk, and Cottou, .... ....... 3 per cent. 
, any of. aLoYe~ if as returns for Goods sold, .. .. .. .. . 2t , 
, or selhug Op111m, .. . .. . ... ... . ... .. .............. . .... .. 2 
, or ~oiling all other Goo. ds and l'rotlncc, l::ihips } ~ 

aiHl Heal E state,............ .. . . .............. 0 

,, a nd ~ell i ng Shares or Stocks, ...... . .. ............. .. 1 
I nspecting T ea or Silk, .... .... ... ....... . .. ..... .. .... , . ...... .... . 1 
Guaranteeing Halos, . ... .. ... .. ........... . .......... ... .. .. .... ... .. 2·f; 

, Hemittunecs, ... ....... ..... . ...... . .......... .. .. ... 1 ~ 
D mwing or endorsing Rill,; of E xchange, .. ........... ... .. . . .. .. l 

, or uegotiatiug Bills of Exchange wi thout rcconrse,. .~ .. 
Purc~ta;~iug or realising Bullion or Hills of Exehauge, . . ... .. !; 
Ren~tttmg the P.ro_cec<ls of Bullion or B ills of E x clmngo, . .. !; 
Pay tug amlrecen·tug Money in Current A <:counr, . .. ....... .. 1 ~ 

, Ship's Disbur,;cmeuts, ...... . ...... .. ....... ...... ... ...... 2·!· 
C 11 . F . l J 0 CClillg' i}'Ctg· ltJ .. .... . .. . ...... . , . • • ... ~ ... ... ... .. ....... . .. . . .. ... :2-}, 
Obtninittg Freight or Charter, . . ... ... ........... .. ........ .. . ... .. ;( 

,, , or , a ut! collecting sa.me Freit•ht., ..• () 
.. ~d)ns~ ing lnsnranec C laims on Amount Heeovered, .... ~ ... .... 2* 
Effec t.mg l usnrauce, on the I usnred Amonn t, · .. .... . .......... . -} 
Prosecuting or ~lcfCI!d ing ,;nccessfully Claim~, either at Law} ,.· 

or by Arbtt.ra twn, . .............. .......... .. .. .. .... .. .. . .. . " 

, 

" 
" ,, 
" 
" 
" 
" ,. 
" 
" ,, 
" 
" 

" 
" 
" 

Prosecntin~ or defending Huintcces~fnlly, .. ....... .. .......... ... 2.1. 
~Innaging 1~:-;tatc~ :tnll collect ing l~-ent:-::, 4 . ... .. ...... .. .. .. . .... . t)

2 
'' 

'~nm:;hiJ~piug and for~vaJ:tl ing J ewellery, ant\ Bullion, .. .. ... .. i " 
li or,vard1ng or t ran~lupp1ng (~argo, ... .-.... . ..... .. . ... . .... .. .... 1 ~ , 
Tran~hiiJIJi tworfonv·u·\' "0 · '·• " , . ~ ' t 11~,., pm m, .......... .... ... .......... ... !',i2 per ch~:<t. 
G-ood~ wtthdmwn or rc-~htpped, ........ .... .... .................. !, Conunis~ion. 
firantmu· Let.tc,., of c·· re(l'tt ~, e · ' · .. · ·· · · · · ·· · · .... · · · ·· · · . · · ...... . •. .. • per cent. 
For doi.ug. ~h ip's bu:;iue~:; when no inward or outward Cow-l_ :w cent~ per 

miS~lOn I>' earued, .... ...... ........... ........... .. .. ...... .. . J Hcgister ton. 

The COIII'Cl'~ioll into. Ilongkoug currency or ~rcrliug freight: inward to H ong· 
koug, payable 111 Il ongl~oug, ,.:hall, n n lc~" otherwise stipulated, he wade 
at. !he rate for Bauk Btlls on L ondon payable on <lemand: nnd t he rate 
ruh~1g at t he elo~e o l' a ma il shall he t he mte npplicable 10 ~nch purpo~e 
tlnnug the subsequent week. ' 

BUOK.ERAGE::;. 

Bills :tllll Bull ion ........ .. .. ......... .. . .. .. .. . ... .L per cent. 
Protlnee ami General ::\>1erehamlisc, ..... .. , .. % ., 
Fire A rm!', . ...... . ..... . ......... .. ... .. ......... . 1 -
For negotiating and completing Charters 1 

and procuring Freight, ........ ....... .. . f 1 
" 

l>uyal•le by ~eller. 

" ,. 
. , t.y Ship . 

..,.. 
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TARIFF OF BROI{ERAGES 
To be cltar,qcd to Buyer and Selle1·, 

ADOPTED BY 
THE STOCKBIWKERS' Af:i::!OCIATION OF HO.XGKONG, 

20tft Jmw ary, 1900. 

BANKS- --~~~INING--------------
China&Japan, Ltd.,ordinary . .. 25v. Pnnjom ordinary............ . . . ... lOc. 

Do. deferred ... ::;1.00 Do. prefe1·ence .. .... ......... 5c. 
Hon<rkong & Shanghai............ 50c. Raubs......... ...... ........ ..... .. ... 20c. 
Nati~nal Bank of Chim\, Ltd.... 50c. Creat Eastern and Caledonians 

Do. Foumlers' ... $1.00 ordinary ... 10c. 
5c. LOANS & DEBBN'L'URES-

Chinese Loan 'SG E . ... . ........ 1 
H .K. & Kowloon Wharf 5~ 0 / 0 

H.K. High-Level Trannv:•ys . . r k 0 / 0 

Hmnphreys' E states ............ I 
China Provident L . & M. Co. J 

l~SURANCNS-
Canton .... ... .. .. .. .. .. .. .. . . .. .. .. 501:. 
China Fire.. ....... ....... .. .. ...... . 50c. 
China Traders' . .. .. .. .. .. . .. .. .. .. 50r. 
Hongkong Fu·e ........ ........ .. .. . $1.00 
North China .. ..... . .. .. .... .. ...... $1.00 
Straits Marine ............ .. ....... 25f. 
linion ............. .. .. .. .. .. ... .. .. 501:. 
Yangtsze .. ... . ... .. .. .. .. . . .. . ... .. 50c. 

IJAND & Bt:ILDING-
H.K. L and Investment ....... .. 
Kuwluon Lantl Invt;stmenL .. .. .. 
Hmnphreys' Estate ............. . 
West Point Building .......... .. 

5\k. 
25,:. 
l5c. 
501:. I 

Do. preference 
CoTTON MILLs-

Ewo Cotton Mills........ .... ...... 50,;. 
H'kon" CottonSpg. W. &D. Co. 50c. 
Intern~\tioual Cottun Mills...... 50c. 
Laon Kung Mow Cotton Mills... 50c. 
Soy Chee Cotton Spinning Co. $ 2.50 
Yah Luong Cotton Spinning Co. 50c. 

DocKs, &c.-
Amoy Dock Co., Ltd ........... .. 
Fen wick .~ Co., Geo. .. .... ..... . 
Hongkong & W 'poa. Dock .... .. 

?fiiSCNLLANEOUti-

15r. 
25c. 
50c. 

Bell's Asbestos . .. . . .... .. . .. .. .. .. . luc. 
Cmnpbell, Moore & Co. .... ..... lOc. 
Carmichael & Co., Ltd . .... .. ... 25c. 
China Borneo ............ ....... .. 2tk. 
Chitm Pro.-iJents .... .. .. . ..... .. . 15c. 
China Sugar .. . .. .. . .. .. .. .. . .. ..... 50•·. 
Dairy Farm Co. .............. . ... 10c. 
Oreen I sland Cement .. .. .. .. .. .. 25c. 

Sn:A:USHIP ColfPA~!ES- Hongkong & Ch~na Bakery ... 50f. 
China Mutnals ...... · .......... · .. :)0,;. Hongkong & Clu~a Gas .. .. .. .. . 50.·. 
China & Manila ........ ......... . 5(),·. Hongkong ElectriC .. .... ... ...... Juc. 
Douglas S.K Co. ......... ......... 50~. IIongkong H.-L . •rrannmys ... i'iOc. 
Hongkong, Can tun, & Mn.cao .. · 25•:. H ongkong Hotel ... .. .. . .. .. .. .... 50<:. 
Indo-China S. Navigation oOr.. Hongkong I ce .. .. ................ oU<·. 
Star Ferry..................... ...... lOc. Hongkong & K. Wharf & G.. .. 50<:. 
Shell Transports .... .............. ::;5.00 Hongkong Rope .. .. .. .. . ... .. .... 50c. 

MINING- Lu.zon Sugar.... .. .. .. .............. 50c. 
Queen Mines .. ..... ......... ...... 5·'·" Unit~dAsl•cstosOrientnlAgency. 10 .... 
Charbunnages .. ................... $1.25t Wanchai Wm·ehonse & Stomge 50.:. 
Jelebu ..... ......................... 10c. Watkins, Limited ...... ......... l or. 
Olivers .............................. l Oc. Watsun & Co., :'-:..~·- ~.:.:·:__ !_~-

·--·All Stocks, MarkeL Value $1 and ~~n<i'el:;-as follo~s :-
$ 1 and not under 50 cents ..................... 1~ cents per Share. 
under 50 cents but not under 25 cents...... o cents per Share. 
under 25 cents ....... ............ ........ ..... 2~ cents per Share. 

N.lJ.--On all stncli!ol.on which the hi'OI{Cr:l~e is tl'i.Nl n.t 50 C'('Jlts ])t..'l' slnue h~·.tllc nl~<wc hst, .''.".'' tl.' ~' 
market \'nlno of which fnll.s IJcluw !l;2U vcr ~llilt'C, the lu·okPr;tgc \n lllle_2u 4..'Cnt." }let :--I nu~, 
he low $ 10 pc•· sh:trc, the hrukcrngc wi ll he J!) <:ctlts ]lCr .:r;.ilarc; aJill tf the stnck Uru}lS 
unde-r 85 )ICr ~hure, only 10 crnt:-t per :;hare ln·okcragc wtllhe dHir_g~ tl. . 

on nll stocks, on whh-h thr 1H·ukernge is tixeU .t t :.!6 cents per share by thc .~tho,·e ll;"t , nntl tl10 
mu.rkct vnhw etf wllich full ~ hcluw $ 10 per shure. the brukc-n1~~ will 1JC ln <·cut,. pe1 
slutrc; mu.l if the stock Ji.alls Uclow :)G per shun·, the hrokcragc will be 10 cents ))e r ~llurc 
fmly. 

t If :':1600 and over, the Brnkernge will be ~2 50 per shm·o. 
• ICthe price reaches $1~ per shore, the llrokeruge will be 10 cents per shore. 

M lN UTES of a. Special General .J1.eeting o.f the HoNGKONG 

GE:'\EHAL CnAMBlm OF C O:\DIERCE, held on Llfonday, the 

30th April, 1900, at 2.45 p .m., fvr t!te purpose of norninat

in,q a . Jfemuer to n:preserd the Chamber on the Legislative 

Cour~cil. 

Messl's. R. M. GRAY (Chairman), A. HAUP'l', H on. J. J . ]{ESWICK 

N. A. SIEBS, ;Lnd HEltnER1' SMI1'H, (Members of Counnitteo) , R. C. WILCOX 

(Secretary), Messrs. G. ATZENROTH, L . BERINDOAGUE, H. M. BEVIS, G. 

DE CHAMPEAUX, Hon. C. P. CHd.TER, c.u. G., D. \V. CrtADDOCK, D. 1:l. 

CnAwFoan, vv. DANnY, J. J. F nANcxs, Q.c., D. GILLIEs, D. M. GxLruoun, 

D. l:IASKELL, Ho F ooK, A. SaELTON H ooPER, T. F. HouaH, J. H. LEwJs, 

F. Md.ITLd.ND, J. A. 1\LI. CK.ti.Y, A. M. MA RBHALL, M. M. MEH'l'A, D. M. 

Mosr:s, G. C. MoxoN, G. H . P oT•rs, A. J. RAYMONn, R. L. RICHARDSON, 

E. W. RuTTER, S. D. 8E1'NA, C. S. S HARP, 1\1. S ·nwAR1', J. THURBURN
1 

G. 

L. 'fo:r.ILIN, F. URBIG, G. T. VEn'CH, and W . M. WATSON. 

The SEcRETA RY hn.ving read the notice convening the meeting, 

'l'he C:HAIRMAX said-Gentl~meu, t his meeting, as you a re uo doubt 

aware, has been calle•l in consequence of the receipt of a letter from His 

Excellency til e Officer A rlm inistering the Govcrnrn•)nt, whicu lettet· I will 

ren.d to you. IL is as follows :-" I have the honour to info'nu you ti.Jat I 

have g ran ted to the H on. 'f. H. WHITEHEAD, memLer of the Legi~lative 

Council, nine mo nths' lea,·e of absence from the 14th insta.nt, a.nd that 
there is, therefore, a vacaucy in t ho Council wi.Jich I desin: should be filled 

up without dela.y h,v one who, like :iY1r. WHITEHEAD, will represeut the 

interests of the ChamLer of Commerce. I hn ve, therefore, to request you 

to be good enough t o call a mcetiug of the Chamber of Commerce at an 

early date, and t o s ubmit t.o me the name of t he gentleman whom the 

Cba.mbcr may desire to be appoi nted t o the vacancy." It will be necessary 

for some one to be proposed aud sct:on<led . If there tLro m ore than ono 

nominated, elect ion will be by ballot, but if ouly oue is proposed the gentle

man, with your permission, will be elected by a show of hands. 
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Hon. J. J. KEswrcK-Mr. Chairman and gentlemen, the letter from His 

Excellency Major-Geueml GAscorGNE, now administering the Government, 

as you have heard, r enders it necessary for us to elect someone to represent 

the Chamber in the local Legislature in room of Mr. 'WHITEHEAD, who has 

gone home on a well-earned holiday. It will perhaps Loa little difficult to 

find anyone of so continuous energies as our worthy representative Mr. 

WHITEHEAD, who, during the long period that he has represented the 

Chamber in the Council, has been untiring in his efforts in the 'public good. 

I would propose to you, gentlemen, as tt fitting successol' to Mr. WHITE

HEAD the name of Mr. HERBERT SMITH, the representative of Messrs. 

Bu'l'TERFIELD and SwmE, who by his wall-known independence of mind 

and general abilities is well qualified to represent this Chambe1· in the 

Legislative Council. The interests which be represents arc large and varied, 

and I do not think that wo could elect anyone better fitted to represent the 

Chamber than Mr. HERBERT SMITH. I have very great pleasure, t herefore, 

gentlemen, in proposing Mr. HERBERT SMITH fot• election as a fit and 

proper person to represent the Chitmber of Commerce on t;he Legislative 

Uouucil of Hongkong. 

The CH.A.IRillAN saiu-1\fr. KEswrcK has left very little fur me to say 

in seconding the nomination of Mr. HERllEltT SMITH as the representative 

of the Chamher on the Council. His position in the Colony is undeniable. 

I have had the pleasure of serving with him on the Committee of this 

Chamber for a great ma,ny years, and I can testi(v to the great interest he 

has a.lways taken in the affait·s of the Chamber. I will the1·efore not take 

up <.1.11J more of your time, but proceed at ouce to ~econcl the nomination 

of Mr. HERBERT SMITH. 

After a pause, The CHAIRMAN said-'rhere beiug no other candidate 

pt·oposeil, I will put the proposal to the meeting in the usmtl wn.y l\nd take 

a show of bands. 

This was done, and the CHA.IRMAN declared ~ir. HE&BERi' SMITH to 

be unanimously nominated as the representative of the Chamher. 

M1·. HERBERT S:an·rH- Mr. CHAIRMAN and gentlemen, I am deeply 

sensible of the honour which you have this uay done me, and the fi rm I am 

privileged to represent, in unanimously electing me to act as your memhe1· 

on the Legislative Council of the Colony. I cannot but Le conscious that 

the eulogistic remarks so kindly made by Messrs. KEswxcK and GRAY are 
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but indifferently deserved, but you may rely upon my best efforts to voice 

and to worthily uphold the interests of th is influential Chambet· aml of i ts 

members. Holding a decided opinion that our policy should be to deal 

with commercial matters onl.v, I shall hope to keep this point constantly 

in view. Gentlemen, I thank you, and shall endeavour to justify your 

confidence. (Applause.) 

The CHAmM.A.N-In congratulating you upon the election of Mr. 

H ERBERT SMITH, than whom there is no one better fitted for this post, I 

now declare this meeting finish ed. (Appendix Z 2.) 

Ml.lVUTES Dj the Yearly General Jfeetin,q of the H oNGKONG 

GENERAL C H A MBER OF Co:o.nn:HcE, held on J1fohday, the 
80th Ap1·if, 1900, at 3 p.m., fm· ~he purpose of 1-er.eivin_q the 
Nepott of the Committee and passing tlte Secretar!/8 Accounts 

foJ' the yem· ending 31st December, 1899. 

The SECRETARY having- read the notice conveninoo the meetinoo 
'..I 0 t-' 

'rhe CHAIRUAN said-Before proceeding with the business, I will, by 

your leave, gentlemen, confit·m the minutes of the last annual ooeneral 
"' meeting. 

This having been done, 

The CHAIRMAN addressed the meetin g as follows :-Gentlemen, I 

propose that, in accordance with our usual custom, the Report of t.he Com

mittee and the Secretary's Accounts, which have been in your hands for 

some days, be taken as read. Our report exhibits no diminution from pas t; 

years in the numbm· of subjects with which we have had to deal and, inileed, 

rather tenils to show that the business of the Cham her is steadily increas

ing in quantity, and at the same time in importance. l'he amount of 

w,1rk done, however, needs no apology from me. The voice of Commerce 

is making itself hea.rd ever.v year wit.i1 greater emphasis all over the world 

whether it be by Chambers of Com merce or Conunercial Congresses, and 

as long as these bodies are directed by those engaged in Commerce, and 

only concern themselves with m aLters which actually affect the continuu.nce 

and development of Tt·nde they are undoubtedly a.n eleme1\t of good in 

th E>ir own sphere and, for that reason, will alwavs comman•l attention, 
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The past year can hardly be ca.ll~u one of great progress generally in 

China, although many schemes have been hatcheu and some of them have 

made some strides forward, but, on the whole, the result is disappointing 

and not up to sanguine anticipations. In H ongkong, however, we have 

cause for congratulation in the extension of our boundaries to embrace a 

considerable addition of territory which will prove a most valuable acquisi

tion to th~ Colony when it has had time to find the benefit of a complete 

system of roads n.nd thorou gh police protection, which it should be the 

object of this Government to provide as soon as possible, so as to give 

encouragement to the Natives iu the Hinterland to raise produce of all 

sorts for our markets, and to Nat.ive capitalists to estu.ulish industries under 

the regis of the British Flag, with the ad vanb\ge of free circula tion a nu 

without Customs duties. \Ve did not. enter into possession without a 

struggle,· but as one outcome of this want of faith on the part of the 

Chinese Authorities resuHed in the almnclonment of the idea of leaving t ile 

City of Kowloon in their hanrl s, the tcmpot-ary trou hle resulted satisfac

torily in the end. 

The inevitable result of the handing over of this territory was the 

withdraw.tl of the Chinese Customs stations to the new borders, and it 

became a question in what way the Hongkong Authorities could reasonably 

assist the Chinese Government in the protl}ction of their revenue undei· 

the change of ()ircumstances. 

As you :tre ~tw~wc, this Govemment, contemplating the es tablishment 

of Bonded Warehonses for Opiu m in the Colony, a.nd the provision of 

certain checks on Opium smuggling, lwought in a Bill fot· this purpose. 

The Chamber has, however, I hope, pro"~d conclus ively to t.he Govel'nment 

that t he objects in view could be as rea.dily secured by making the mer. 

chants' god owns into Bonded W a.rohouses, by keeping an account of all 

Opium actually c1 isclla.rge(l in H ongkong, and also by furnishing the 

Chinese Customs with particu!.ws of fl.ll pet·mits issued for th e export of 

Opium. 

I n further desire to assist the Chinese Governm ent in t.lte maintenance 

of order in t he adjoining province~, n.u Ordinanee has been passed amend

ing the A.nJts and Ammunition 01'(1inanco, by which great rest rict-ions 

arc pla.cecl upon the E xport of Arms anrl Ammunition , somewhat, it. is to 
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be feared, to the detriment of the trade of the port in these articles, but 

the measure is certainly n.n honest endeavour to act fairly to the neighbour. 

ing Empire. 

The circulation in this Colony of subsidiary coins of the Canton Mint 

became a subject of complaint, aud was brought by the Chamber b<!fore 

the notice of H.E. the Governor, whn appointed a Commit-tee to E-nquire 

into the question, of 1\'hich I was a. member. On gning into the facts this 

Committee found that., a lthough no doubt consic1emhle inconvenience was 

caused by the influx of Canton tokeus, there was no legal obligation on 

anyone accepting them as money in this Colony, while there were insuper

able objections to any legislation making it illegal to be in possession of 

them, and if n.mple snpplies of Hongkong subsidiary coins were always 

obtainable no hardship need be entailed on anyone. 

From a perusal of the Report, you will see what this Chamber has 

been actively endeavouring to impr ess upon the public, the Imperial Gov

ernment, a nd the T elegraph Companies conceruecl, the importance of 

securing a reduction in the tariff of charges for Telegrams between the 

East and Europe, and with some hope of ultimate success. The question 

is to be brought up uy our r ept·esentatives at the forthcoming Congress of 

Chambet·s of Commerce of the Empire, to be held in London next June, 

'Yhen, no doubt, some comse of action will be recommended or some decision 

adopted. It is imperative that, in order to march with the times, thil'l side 

of the world should be in cheaper communication by cable with the other. 

I may here mention that, at the same Congress of Chambers of Commerce 

of the Empire, it has been arranged that Sit· THOMAS JAcKSON a.nd the 

Hon. T. H. WHITEHEAD, who have kindly consented to represent this 

Chamber there, will also put f orward resolutions on the subjects of the 

Navigation by Fot·eign Steamers of the Inland Waters of China and of 

fresh Marine Surveys in E astern Seas; the latter of which I think it will 

he generally conceded is much t•eqnit·ed. (Applause,) 

I now come to a subject which has been n. theme of considerable dis

cussion, not to sa.y complaint., fot· several years, and tllat is the working of 

of the Hongkoug Post Office. It is a question which nearly touches us 

all, but which, iu spite of all that has been said and written, has not ad

vanced many stages towat•ds ideal perfection. The fact is tlmt, a lthough 

we can g ive c redit to the mnna.gement for having don~ itR hest unring the 

past yea.r, tbP accommodation of this department is admit.tefl by ever.v one 

.. ... ; 
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to be wretchedly inadequate, and the staff, in my opiuion, is quite insuffi

cient. The consequence is a d efective servico which cannot he expected t o 

impro"Ve until tbc conditions nre alter~d. When that time will anive it 
seems impossihle to say, as the constmetion of n. new Post Office is bein g 

itH1efinitely postponed, ot• nt any mte will probably be delayed until the 

construction of the ('r<>joctctl new I,uw Cou rts, the site for which was 

decided upon yent·s ago, but on which not a. single pile for the foundation 

]1as yet been (lriven. Wh ethce this is caused by the denuded state of the 

P.·w.D. ot• for any other rea Ro n, I really think that upon n subject of sn(·h 

urgent public importance the GoYernment should take imm eil inte s te ps to 

have this mattet• rect i~ed. (Applause.) 

Various points of legislation cnme hefor e your Committee last year. 

The Piers Ordinance was passetl hy t.he Government to etmble them to 

raise the rentR of Piers and ·wharves, \:.nt I am glad to say that t.he in

crease first contemplated was greatly nw di fied in cnnR(~qnencc of tlw repre

sentations of this Chamber in the :·ear pr rce<liug. 

The ~fforts of the Chamber to amend the Merch ant Shipping Con

solidation Ordinance we re less successfnl, although a few of its suggestions 

were adopted. The principal suggested a.lterati<Hls, which were the out

come of the careful co11sideration of shipping experts, were dismissed as 

impracticable or unnecessary, the Governmen t. preferring to list.r n to the 

opinion of its own adviser. 

On the other hand, attention havin g heen dircr.ted by the Chamber to 

the fact that. certain goods hitherto not r egal'lled as dftngerou s were in

cluded in thrtt cn.tegory in the Dange rous Goods Arnellllment Oruiuaucc, 

and the suo<Yestion made th at these 0"0ods sh ould be continueu to be ex-
o o 

eluded from the list, this suggestion was adopted by t.hc G overn ment. 

I have already referreu to the Arms and Ammunit.ion Amendment 

Ordinance, which was very strongly criticised Ly those interested in the 

trade and also by the public, and the orig im•l dra.ft of which, ou the r epre

sentations of this Chamber, experienced consiclerahle modificat.ion Lef01·e 

the Bill was passed. 

I,nst y ear we were subjected to all the r estrictions and annoyances of 

being declared an infected port, which continued through tbe summe r 

months, and it is a subject of g reat regret that we should find ourselves 

in a similar predicament aga.in this yea r. The problem of h ow to succeed 
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in ::~ta.w ping out the plague has still to l.HJ ::~ul ved, although ameliorat.iou 

cn.n undoubtedly bl} secured by strong sanitary mca.sut·es. 'rho loss caused 

annually to the tn~de of the Purt from this disease is enormous. 

The revival by the Canton Government of the f<tt'm for the collection 

of the Leldu in Kwangt ung naturally lec1 to expectation of all the abuses 

which attended the last monopoly, aud t he Chamber accordingly ad:lressed 

Her Majl'sty's Consul a t Oan t(>n ou the snhj eet . 1\Ir. M.A.NSFIEL D, with his 

usual promptitude, had already made a protest to the Viceroy against the 

es tablishment of the Lekiu F arm, anu, although that Official did not admit 

that the Farm was an infringement of 'rreaty R igh ts, he issued stringent 

orders against any abuse of thei1· }10sitiou lry t he farmers, apparently with 

some success. The principle of these monopolies is, however, dist~nctly 

opposed t.o the spirit of th e Treaties, ancl tllcit· estl\blishment cannot be too 

strongly depreca ted. 

'!'hat ancient. geiuvauce- it is a quarter of a ceut.ury old-the levy of 

preferent-ial duties on j uuk-burne cargo by the H oppo of Canton, has again 

come to the frout and drew from this Ch<tmbL'l' a fresh and strong appeal 

to H et· .i.\'Iajesty's R epresenttttive a t Pekiu:;. Your Committee upon t his 

occasion, as a last resource, strongly rucommet11led the abolition of the dual 

system of Customs in t he 'l'wo Kwaug, auJ 1\i t·. B Ax-IRONSIDE (th en in 

ehargc) admitted that it w<•uld g-o to tlw r oot of t be e\•il, l•nt was himself 

naturally unable t u move directly in the nutttcr. H e laid the suggestion, 

however, before the l!,oreigu Offiee, ttnd, I sincerely h ope that when a con

venient t ime arrives, this gmiu of musta rd seed will develop in to a goodly 

tree, and p roJ uce t lmt fiscal r efurm which is so badly ueedet1. (Applause.) 

Whe n it was gi ren out wi th great riclat Ly I,oru Cumwx, in t!Jc H ou;;e 

u£ Commons, that Uhi ua had granted t he right of ua>ig<>lion uf the inhtnd 

waters to foreig n vessels, it was little imagiued lltat this co u ce~s ion wonh1 

be turneu into a f;wee hy t he interpretation placed up ou the reguhtl ions hy 

the Imperial Chinese Uustoms, b ut th is is uufurtumtlely the case, ana, as 

ftu· as the ·tVest Il.iver is cGncerned, foreigu :;teamers hanJ not benefit~:J in t hu 

lea.st, and t he expected uevelopmcn t iu tmue f rom the oueuing of the 

'Vaterways of So11 th China. to Stea m Navigation has uot been realized. 

This has na turally C<\UScd great d isap pointment and los:s to the large ship

piug Compan ies who have been induced to coust ruct cmft specially for the 

Rivet· Service, and who hlwe a.ppealcd in vain for a re•~somtble i nterpreta 

tion of th e Regulations which would enable tllem to benefit J,y the so-eallcd 
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concession. I trust thut agiiation upon this suhject will be kept up in 
Parliament and elsewhere until the Chinese Government arc induced to 

act up to the spirit of the anaugement instead of conforming to the letter 

only. (Hear, hear.) 

A further interfet'cnce with the development of traJe in the 'l'wo 
Kwang has betln the outbreak of lawlessness and piracy under the misrule 

of the late Viceroy, who was probably the worst rnler these Provinces have 
had for many years, and who allowed this state of affairs to increase to such 

an extent that uow it has Lecome so ot·ganized that it will require extensive 

measures to successfully cope with it. 'l'he attentio11 of the Chamber wa.s 
first called to the subject Ly the attack ou the Silk trade in districts not 
far from Canton, and a telegram was despa.tcheJ early iu August last to the 

London General Cham bcr of Commerce, pointing out the unsettled state of 

the Provinces, the unrelinbility of the Viceroy, the interference with trade, 
and the need of more gunboats to protect our interests on the West River. 
We have to thank the London Chamber for at 011ce bringing the matter 

before the Foreign Office, Lut I regret to say that the only outcome was 

the placing of the old Tweecl1uHl a torpedo boat as a reinforcement to the 
little Sandpiper on the West River, although this Chamber represented 

strongly to the Hongkoug Government the inadequacy of such tL force to 
tlo anything to r~ally stem the evil. I think it most unfortunate that the 

Home Government Jid not see fit to tal;e a serious view of the matter, 
instead of prac:tica,\ly merely iooking on aml doiug nothing suhstautial to 
assist in preventing this crying evil from ret~ching its present proportions. 

The latest st11ge is tha.t !tll steamers a.re recommend.::J to keep to one parli

cuhu· ch1mnel of the West River entrances which can be specially prolecteJ 

from pirates. 'rhis, I think, is the most eloquent illustration of the present 
condition of the West River Delta. which could be desired, auu you will 
doubtless look with much interest-for the effect of the comLiuation between 
our Ncwal Authorities ll.nd thP. new Viceroy which we arc told will put 

dowti the present unfortunate state of things. (Appbuse.) 

Although the question of the revision of the Treaties on tho point of 

•rariff is not included in the correspondence of the past year, I think that 
a few words now on the subject would not be out of place. We have the 
word of our Minister in Peking that no active moYemcnt is taking place 

on this question, and that before a11ything is done those mo:>t deeply in

terested in it will be consulted. I do not see myself how anything can 
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possibly he done until the whole fiscal arrangemeuts of China a.re altered 

in such a manner that we eau know for certain the exact duties which will be 

paid. With that guarantee there would be, I am sure, no opposition to :1 

fair increase in the Tariff, which after all would probably leave foreign 
goods better off in that respect than they are now under the present scale 

of duties, the indefinite inland taxation (quite against our Treaties), aud 

possibly iu these Pt•oviuces a black-mail tax as well. Until the collection 
of provincial taxes is mergeJ into the business of the Foreign Cnstoms I 

do not know in what direction there is the slightest possibility of a.uy 
reliable guarantee being forthcoming. 

Another question not dealt with iu thu Report, but of no small interest •~ 

to this port, is the Customs Tariff and Regulations in the Philippine 

Islands. A copy of the new Provisional Tariff aud Regulatiq.ns has 

reached this Chamber from the Acting British Consul at Manila through 
the Colonial Government, and this was circulated amongst the members 

most intercsteJ. iu the trade with the Philippines, but so far we have only 
received one or two replies. 'rhcre can be no doubt that the duties levied 

l•y the American Authorities arc Jn·actically the same as those imposed 
hy the Spaniards, aml the general opinion, I Lelicve, on the part ·of ship
o\vners and masters is that the Customs Regulations are eveu more stt·in-
gent and obstructive. I understand, however, that there is a probability 

of th~ ca.rly clepa1·turo from the United States of :t Civil Commission to 
enquire into auJ. institute a pcl'lllaneut system of Administt•ation for t he 
Philippines in place of the Military rule hitherto neceesitateu l1y ci t•cnm
stances , and it is to be hoped that their recommendations will move towards 

less onet·ous ta.xations and regulations, which will assist instead of inter

fering with the natural expansion of the trade of these fertiltl islands. 
At the Philadelphia Congress Luld last October, which was a great success 

and calculated to havo valuable results, among othet· interesting points 
brought forward, our representative Mr. TowNSEND dwelt strongly upon 

this subject and his remarks are well worth attention. (Applattse.) . 

The apparent omission ou the part of tht: Dominion ::VIinister of 
Customs to include Hongkong in the list of Colonies and Dependencies of 

the Empire entitled to the benefit of the British Preferential Duties iu 
Canada having been poiuted out by tbe agent of the Canadian P ttcific 

Railway Company, your Committee have addressed the local Government 
ou the subject, and asked His E xcellency to bring the matter to the notico 
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of the Secretary of State for the Colonies. Already some trade has been 

dive1·ted from Hongkong in consequence of this omissiou, and in the future 

such a. drawback might have a. far wider effect, so it is to he hoped that this 

matter will soon be rectified. 

You are a.wa.re bow fully we have been represented on the Legislative 

Council by Ml·. ¥.THI1'EIIEAD, who ueserves OUl' thanks, anu is now on a well 

earned holiday, a.nd in whose place for the time being we have just elected 

Mr. HERDERT Slln'rH. 

In regard to the Sect·etaryship, I c·annot speak too highly of the care 

and attention given to the affairs of the Chamber by Mr. WrLcox, whose 

work, as I have before remad.:ed, is steadil,l' incre!tsing and requiring more 

and more time aml attention. (Applause.) 

'rhe General Committee has dwindled down to Jive representatives, 

four o( its members having rece;Jtly gone home, three of them with the 

intention of returning, but Mt·. 1\icCoNACHIE, who has rendered valu1~blc 

service on the Committee for mauy years, will I unuerst.and rema.in at home. 

It will he for you to-day to elect a. new Comlllittee as well as a Chah·u1n.n 

auu Yice-chairma.u. The remaining members of the outgoing Committee 

have agreed to serve again if elected. 

The roll of we m hers has gone on increasing, I am glad to say, no less than 

iiftcen new nH:nnlwrs La.ving been ele<:ted since last meeting, whose election 

~·ou will l.oe l'.sked to confirm directly. We luwe lost three during the year, 

two by ueath, uuc of whom, Mt·. G&aNVILLE SHaP.P, we all miss here to

Jay. .Mr. SuA~.tP was <t regular a.t~endatt t at tLc~;e meetin:,"S auJ we n.l ways 

listened with much interest lo the trenchant expression of his views, even 

if we diu not entirely coincide with them. 

I luwe u.gain to relll!U'k on the still im!Jroviug financial position of the 

Uha.mber. As will l.oe ol.osencd by tlw statement of accounts, out· ReservtJ 

Funu amounted a.t the end of the year to SlO,OOO, and I am glaJ to inform 

you that this has since Leen increased L..y the addition of ;:-:2,000, ta ken frolll 

the l.Jalauce at credit, <tnJ placed on deposit n.t the Hongkong & Sha.ughui 

Ba.nk. vVe bave had no opportunity of making use of the Pinnacle Rock 

Fund. 

Raving uow toucheu upon most points de<tlt with ill the Report, before 

proposing its adoption, the Committe~ will ue glad to heat• renl!lol'kS on 
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these or other subjects on which any members present desire to express 

opinions. (Applause.) 

There being uo questions or remarks offered by the members, 

The CHAIRMAN said-I no'v beg to move that the report of the Corn. 

mit.tee and the Secretat·y'a accounts fot· the year 1899 be pn.ssed. 

Mr. R. L. RICRARDSON-Gentlemen, t~ftet· rea(ling the report issued 

hst week aml hearing the speech by our Chairman, we must, I feel sure, 

each one of us, acknowledge that in one way or a.uother we have received 

a measure of assistance in the work done by om· Committee and ;ery able 

Secretary in the past year. Om· Chairman has just now referred in parti. 

cular to a. few of those questions of interest to us, from which I would 

point ont the abolition of the dual system of Customs in the Two K wang, 

coupled, of course, with t he abolition of piracy, and the na.vig~tion by 
foreign steamers of the Inland Waters of China. These, I think, a.re most 

important for us here, a.ncl I hope t h11t during the current year we may see 

these questions in a. fa.it· way to be sn.tisfactorily settled. Our Chairman 

has also referreu to our financial position, w1ich it is pleasing to see is so 

sonn<l. 'With these few remarks, I beg to second the adoption of the 
report and the accounts. 

The report and a.ccounts were then unanimously ndopted. 

New Members. 

The Cn.URMAN-'l'he uext business before us, gentlemen, is the con. 

firma~ion of tho election of the new members. I beg to propose that tho 

election of the following fifteen members be confil·med :-

Mr. W. S. BAILEY, (now Messrs. \V. S. BAILEY & Co.). 

'l'HE EASTERN ExTENSION A. AND C. TET.EGRA.PR Co., T.Tn. 
Messrs. McG.&EGOR BRos. AND Gow. 

1\'lr. D. H.AsKELL. 

Mr. R. C. Wrr.cox. 

Messrs. IJ. ScuLFORT & Co. 

Messrs. BANKER & Co. 

Messrs. WENDT & Co. 

Mr. L. A. LEVY,' 

Messt·s. U. NERVEGNA & Co. 
Dt·. JORDAX. 
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THE DEUTSCHE AsiATISCHI~ BANK. 

THE IMPERIAL BANK OF CHI!iA. 

Messrs. HoTz, s'JACOB & Co. 

Messrs. H. PRICE & Co. 

Mr. HEn.BERT S IIIITH- I h:we pleasure in seconding. 

The motion was canied un<tnimously. 

Election of Committee. 

The UHAIRMAN- The next business is the elect.iou of a new General 

Committee . 

The election was proceeded with in the usual manner by ballot, and 

on the result having been ascerta.ined, 

The CHAIRMAN read out the nttmes as follows :-Messrs. R. M. GRAY 

(Chairman), Hon. J. J. KESWICK (Vice-Cbairman·J, HERBERT SMITH, H . 

M. BEVIS, R. L. RICHARDBON, A. M. MAB.SHALL, c. s. SHARP, N. A. SIEBS, 

and A. HAUPT. 

This terminated the proceedings. 

N t'p ··,rt o/ tlu • f ; t>n P.:·fd '.'ollun.itt;:;; of t/u:. l·Ll~GI\:('NG Gt~XEBAL 

C tL\.\In im llF Co~IME !wg few the Year nuli11_q .)Jst DPcttmbcr, 

18'J91 fo r f!1'esellfal !:on to t!te Jfemben at tl1 e Annual .1/eetin,q. 

to be !tt-ld on J!onday, tfu, 30th Aprii1 19001 at 3.00 p.m. 

A greut variety of subjects has engaged the attent ion of your Committee 

tlnring the past year, and they have been ena,bled to ma,ke .oome progr\):;s in ··.,; 

certain directions. 

The Manila Observatory and Typhoon Telegrams. 
The temporary interrupt ion in the receipt of the very useful typhoon 

warnings recei veL! hy telegrap h for some years past from l\buila having 

ceased, this valnn.h lc Hcrvicc has been in opcmtion during the year. (Appen

dix A.) 
The New Territ ory. 

The territory at the back of the K cndoon Peninsuln leasecl to the Colony 

under the Conveut ion of .June, 1898, wa.s not t:~ken over wit.hont opposition, 

sneh opposition having been organised in t he d istricts adjoining the leaseLl 

territory. The mili tary operations thereby necessi tated in\·oh·ed considerable 

outlay and trouble, nnd the Committee sngge~ted that., in compensation 

therefor, the Bri ti~h Govennnent should insis t upou the frontier being 

uxtended to incllHle Shamchnn, tlmt the Chinese officials 1-'honl,l be rcmovetl 

from Kowlo:m C ity, and that the lea;::, e should be either extetHlecl beyoucl its 

present term of 99 year~ or a cess ion in perpetuity he dcmnmlcd. These 

mg12:e~tions were clnly snhmittccl to the Secreta ry of State for the Colonic~. 

hnt t he Go,·crnment apparent.ly only ~aw t heir way to acloption of the :;ecollll . 

'l'hi~, h1JWcver, i~ a very importan t gain, fo r t he Colony will now Le spared 

d10 hmni !int iou and aunoy:tncc which wonl·l have re~nlted from :t Chine~c 

.\l ~:tt. ia hc:ing pt·e~Cr \'t'cl in !he> Cl!ll fn: o r ir;; <tl'l':t. (ApJwnclix B:J 

Th'=l Chinese Cust oms in Kowloon. 
Owing in ~omc tlegrec, 11 0 thnht, '" !he per:-;i><tiJnec with wltieh the 

Colouy, and this Chamlll·r in pnrticular, nrge<l thei r rC>mm·al hcvond t.h e fr-.m

tier. th" C'hin l'~l' Custom~ ~t:lfinn~ in t.he C'olorw ', wa t Pr,; hn 1·c hPc•t t mo,·rl 
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to positions ont~ide the new frontier, nml the scheme which wonlt! have 

practically conve;·te•l 1-Iongkon:.r into n Treaty Ptwt. ha;; hn cl to he nhnnclonetl. 

(Appendix C.) 

The syst em of Fines fo1• Smuggling at Saig·on. 

Great complaints hn,·ing heen mmlc, early in the pa>ot year, of the pra<:· 

t ice re~orted to iu Saigon by the Customs Authorities of gil'iug rew:trtls to 

informers for the tli~covcry of opinm on hoanl steamers arridug from Hong

kong ont of all p roportion to the vnlne of drug confi~ented, foll<rwell Ly the 

infliction of cl'llshiug fine~, repre~entMions were macle to the local Govern· 

menton tlae l'nbjeet, who nor onl.'· pa~;:;etl an Onlinn.ncc making it penal for 

any person to conceal opinm on hoard of any ~hip, bnt rPprescntetl thn en~e 

to the I mperial Go,·ernmc:nt, by whom it wa:; referred to Pnri~, where it was, 

a.t last information, heing con!>idered. As no further complaints of coufisca

tory memmrelS at Saigon ha.,·e heeu rcl'ci,,·ed, tho Committ£•n hope tlwt. either 

t.he ,.,y;.tmn ha;; heen nhancl<>ne•l. nr t.ha i it i~ worker! with more modc>t1\t.ion. 

( Appendix D.) 

The Influx of Canton Subsidiary Coins into Hongkong. 

Complaint. haYing been mtule c•f the Colony heing flnocl ctl with tokeu~ 

produccol a t the Cnntou :M int of n ~omewhat inferior ,-:dne to the llougkoug 

~nhsidiarY coin~, to the lo~" of the nntiYC t.radosmeu as wc> ll a;. to the !letl'i

ment of ;he Colonial revennc, the matter "·ns taken np by your Committee, 

in 1leferetwc to who . .;c> representations tlH• c:;o,·crnor appointed ll Commi~~ion 

to iuqnire into rlw question :~nd repmt IIH·t·c••Ha. The C'onnnis~ion, on which 

Yonr Committ.cc wn;; fully rPpreseuted, md :nul tli~t~nssotl the £tnestion, ,,·it.h 

~he result that they rC1'0HHncutlcd in th c>ir rt•pt•rt t.hat. an arPplc !'npply of 

Uou,.,.kon~ snb;;itliarv coin ~houlrl al wa ,, . .., he kept in the Colou ~-, hn t that, it 
0 .. • 

heilw the only· le.,.al tcahlcr, rcst rietion or p rl)hihitinn n l' thc> Canfnn coin:-
o "' 

was ttnncccllsary :ttHl imprar!ticahlc. ( Appendi x E .) 

Official Telegraph Code Vocabulary . 

It having been l.rought (I) tht' not i l :(~ or thi:; Chamhc.;r tlml iu the n(•W 

Official Vocnhnlary nbont lo he i s~nc•l lty the Jn tornat.ional Telegraph 

A nthorities the f:onsccnth·e Httmhering of the words wonltl he ahancloned, 

t he matte1• was duly eonsitlereu by the CommittCL', lmt a~ it appeared that 

the step hacl been definitely resolved npnu, it wa~ thoug-ht nl"elm<;: to tnk~ 

nny act ion thereon . (Appendix F.) 
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The Reduction of Cable Rates. 

The ques tion of the rcdnet.ion of the tariff of charges for telegrams J,e

tween the East and Europe has again come to the front a ml has engaged 

much of the attention of your Committee, who lmYe pnssecl resolutions on the 

sul \iect, laitl them before the Govemment and the Tdcgraph Companies and 

circulated them widely among the vnrion;; Chamber;; of Commerce, seckiug 

the co-operation of the latter in the uttemp l to soenrc a rcdnct iou of these 

rates. T he Telegraph Oomp:mie:;, on their part, say tlmt they ha Ye a dtlrcssc•l 

the l !llpel'ial Go,·ornment pmposing· a general lowering of the tariff, nntlcr 

certain contlitiou s. Y out· Committee, howenn·, urge that in any case, the 

Telegraph Companies eau atl'onl to make a snb:>tanti:d rcuuet ion in rates, ,, 

and that they woultl en:ntnrdly Le repaid lty the iuercase in the traffic that 

would ensue if the cost were retluced to a poiut that would reudcr it possib le 

for the public to make IUOI'c frequcut use of the cable. ( A ppenclices ' G nut! 

H.) 

Th e Wor king of the Hongkong Post Office. 

Tbunks to sunrlry impro,·cmcnt:; in the internal armngcments of the 

Post Oflice and the effor ts of the Postmaster General, the complaints against 

the working of this D epartment have heen greatly rcuuce,J, hut the need for 

a. new lmildiug for its a.ccommodatiou has in nowise abated ; on tho contrary, 

owing 'to the continually i ncrea.~ing :~mount of correspondence, it has become 

more press ingl_v felt. The Committee , iu :1\ovember last, a t their monthly 

meeting, passed a rcsolnt iou urging the Go1·ernmeut to proceed iuHncuiat cly 

with t he erection of a ucw Post Office, nnll with the re-organization of tJ,e 

staff on a more libcml scale thnu that now existing. The question is under 

the consi•lera.tion of the Go,·ermnent, anu it is l.wpetl that cansidemtion may 

~oon )!ivc pl:lt'c to action. (Appcntliees I aut! J. ) 

The Piel's Ordinance, 1899. 

The attcrup~ made hy the Go,·crumeut in 189S to greatly inerea~c the 

rents paid hy piers and wharves, which were formcl'iy 1dmo~t uominal, was 

lallt. year re neweJ., though t,hc scale proposed wa~ more rensouable. T he 

Onlinauce giving offeet to this propo:;al was ~ubmittetl to the Ch:un l,cr fo:· 

tonsitlemtion, all\[ was critieiscd anJ. couucmnctl ns llllnccessary, but thou~h 

:;ome amendment was m:tde in it:; pt·o ,·i~iou;; the Bill was passed aut! ha;; 

beco!Ue la\\·. (Appendix L.) 
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The Raw Opium Amendment Bill , 1899. 

J n pursuance of the nutlet·:;t:uuliug rcceutl.'· arri,·cd :t t. with the Chilte,;e 

Go1·crnmcm to gi1·c s uch assistance a s may be praclicaLle in the vrotect.iou 

atHI collection of Chinese rc,·cH HC, the Colo11ial Go1·erumeut l:tsL year drafted 

an Ordinance designed to pre,·e11t the ~mnggliug of opium iuto Chiun, by the 

l·stahlishHwut of boutlctl wnrchott~c~ in this Colony :tllll the provision of 

certJ1in checks on the mo1·cmcnr. of t.hc drug. This Bill was also referred to 

the Chamber aml was subje<:te\1 to a searching criticism, which appears to 

hu. l'c had the effect of causing tile nwasurc to he shc!Yml,, t.hc Committee 

showi11g that most of its provi:;iou ~ were uuneccss:try, a11d that the object 

:;ough t might ju:;t as readily be obt:dncd l,y making the merclmuts' goLlowu:> 

bomlcd s tores, keeping an acconut of all opium actually dischargell in Houg

ko1w n.ml furn ish in" the ret>re:;cutn.t i vc of the Chinese I mperin.l 1\In.ritime o! o 

Customs with particulars of all permit:; issueLl for the export .of opium. 

( Appendix M.) 

The Merchant Shipping Consolidation Ordinance, 1899. 
During the past year an important Bill for the consolidation of the law:; 

relatin" to ~Ierchant Shipping wns conSi\lercll and pa~sed . T uo measure 

was re~l'l'et! to the Cluunucr for consideration and sl•gge;;tinns, :ttul the view; 

of exports were sought au\l oht:tine•l, with the result that a Hnml•er o[ amend· 

monts were sugge~to·l or ~hown L\J uo desimblc ; but :dtlwugh these sugge~

tions expressed the opiuiou~ of those well q unlitioll to judge uf the require

ments of the port from lL mercantile point uf , ·icw, J'c11· \\'m·c adoplell hy the 

Governmeut, the majnrity ueing tlismi~secl :t:l either impract ic:al·le or unneces

sary. ( Appendix :K.) 

•rhe Dangerous Goods Amendment Ordinance, 1899. 
Among other legi:;lat ion :L Bill for tlw am endment of tl1u Dnngurou~ 

Goods Ordinance was introLluccd into the Council at tue latter CU\1 of last. 

year, 1m ol attention haYing been drawn by the firms ongngeJ in the trude to 

~he fa(',t thnt it was proposed to include certain goods hituerto regnnlcu as 

harmless in those clm;setl as dangerous, represen tation:; were mnlle to the 

Government 011 the subject, high audwrities cited, and the opinion of the 

Chamber expres~eLl in favour of the contiunCll exclu~ion of these goods from 

] 'l 'I1c G., ovcrmnent re1•liell to the effect that they the taugerous cn.tcgory. 
were prepareLl to make n.meudments in the ~ill iu the direction suggested. 

(Appendix 0.) 

The Arms and Ammunition Amendment Ordinance, 1899. 

The aboyc mca~nrc as fir~t pro:;entcll to the Legislative Couucil c:dled 

forth a goO<l deal of hostile critieistn both from those in terested in the trade 

aut! from the public, anti n let ter was addrcs~ed to the Chamber hy the firuts 

engaged in the trade suggestin~ that it shou iLl be referred to tbnt hoJy for 

considcmtion ami sugg-estions. Concspondeuce with the Go1·ernmcut ensucll, 

ami an exhaustive memomllllum on the Bill propat·t>d by its oppouents wa~ 

ser.t in strougly supported by the Committee. Th e Bill after undergoing 

considerable altemtiou, inclnd iug the incorpomtion of most of the amenLl

ments suggested, was re-iut roduccu in the Council, and after some opposition 

on the amount of the licence fee, was passed by a majority. ( Appendix P.) 

Medical Inspection and Quarantine. 

The port of H ongkong was ugain in IB99 subjected w qu:mw tinc by 

various countries owing to the re-appearance of plague, though the lliscnse 

could hardly ut any time be said to have been epidemic. I t is to be fcurcLl 

that thi::s is a contingency that will have to be faced annually unle:;s more 

drastic s teps Le taken to stamp out th is pest from our midst. (Appendix Q.) 

Revival of an Illegal Monopoly in Kwangtung. 

The publicatiou in oue of the local papers of a tran~latiou of a proclama• 

tiou by the L ckin Office at Cuntou to the effect tllat a farm for the collcctiou 

of lekin in Kwangt.un~; had been established, JeLl to rcprc:sentatiou;:; hy your 

Committee to tLe British Consul on the subject, who mhlreli~ed t!Jc Viccro,~·, 

whereupon His Excellency promised that if the former abnoes were re ,·ertcd 

to, the farm should he immediately :tLoli:;lwd. I n the wcantime instruction:; 

had been gh·cn to t.l1e L okin Officn to exercise thn most cn rcful snponisiun 

of the monopoly. ( Appcudix R.) 

The Lekin Authorities and British Craft on the 
West River. 

ln .:\Iny hL:;t JClll' ·~ ca:;u of UIIII"UI'I'lllltcll iuLerferencu uy the Lekia ulli 

c.ial;:; wit l1 British owued vcsscls plying on the West Hii'CI' was brought to 

the notice of t he Committee, bnt as t he matter had been placed in the hands 

of the Brit ish Consul at Ca nton, there seemed no ground for the Chamber':; 

interYeution. (Appendix S.) 
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Preferential Duties on Junk-borne Cargo. 
This perennial grievance came up with fresh aggravation iu the middle 

of the year, further cargo having boen diYertctl from the ~teambont Com

panies by the action of the Hoppo in levying prefereutial duties on ship
ments by jt!nks. F resh reprc~cntatious strongly wor<le<l were accordingly 

addressc<l to H er :M:~jesty's Representative at. Peking, t o whom the u tter 

futility of asking for documcntat·y proof of the methods employed by t he 

Uoppo was demonstrnteJ, nud the desirability of demaudiug the abolition of 

the Nuth·e Customs and the whole collection to be coufhle<l to the Imperial 

l\Ial'itime Customs strenuously insisted upon as the only cure for the evil. 

The :Minister, while admitting that this propo:ml went to the J'oot of the evil, 

intimated tlmt it would inYolve such widesprendiug consequences that lw 

must refer it to H er Majesty's Secretary of Stat~ for Foreign Affairs, a nd 

uothing further has, as yet, been heard on the matter. (Appe ndix T.) 

The Inland Waters Steam Navigation Reg·ulations. 
The interpretation placed by the I nspector-General of Chinese 11Iari-

1.imc Cu»toms upou the above regulations lnts rentlcred the loug looked-for 

concession of the navigation of t he I nland "Y:tt.erti of South Chin:1. by fore ig n 

steamers practically Yalncle~,;. Stroug representations ou tbis subject lmvc 

hccn made to the Brit.ish Go,·et'nmeut, and your Commit tee Jo not iuten<1 to 

allow the mu,ttcr to re~t. where it is, though qne,;t.ions of g reate r momeut t.o 

the home authorir ie~ haYc caused it to be sheh·ed for the pre sent. (Appen

dix C. ) 
The Piracies in the Two Kwang. 

Piraey in the interior of the Kwang proYiucc~ a:;,;umcJ :such :>tartliug 

proportions last smnmer that the deliveries of s ilk were seriously intcrferetl 

with, trade geuemll,v in th e \Vest Ui\'e r districts was obstrnctetl, the n:n-iga

tion of t:he river rendered perilous by all Inn larl!e >'teamer:;, and :t general 

~eme of insecurity inJucc<l by the daring robberies and outrages of almost 

d:tily occmTence, Rcpre~entatiou!! by importiug firms were in consequence 

111ade to this Chnmbcr setting forth lists of outrages allli praying that ~mue

l hi up; be douc to put a stop to the continuance of tbe~e raid s anu robheric~. 

L' rgent appeab by telegraph auLI letter were !.hereu pon made to the Londou 

Chamber of Commerce, to the British :Minister at P eking, al!ll to the Colonial 

c; 0 ,·emmcut, beggiug tb:tt llcr :\:liljcsty':; Go,·cmm~nt woul1l despatch a 

flotilla. of small gunboats to srLfeguaru the iuland waterways of South China. 

In response to these, the Tweed ami a torpedo-boat were orderetl to reinforce 
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the Sandpiper, which hat! been some months on theW est River, bnt although 

these boats may have had some influence in their immediate neighbourhood, 

no evidence is forthcoming of the ir having any effect on the general sitnn

t.ion, whiclt has become mot·e and mot·e intensified until blackmai ling is no"· 

~~ recognised cond ition in many trades and the whole watershed is more ot· 

less in n state of insecurity. It is unnecessary t o tlwell upon the di~astrou~ 

effect ~ueh a state of affairs must have npon trade generally, nud t.he dis

organisntion to nil its hmnP.he,.:, thcreh,r preven ting it" uatnr:tl development. 

( Appendix V.) 

Amoy and the Formosa Tea Trade. 
T he Formm•au Gol'ernment having notified its intent ion in J uly lnst to ,.,; 

impo;:e a dn~.v of .vcn 1.60 per picnl on ten exported from Form o:o;a t-o. foreign 

countries, whil~ ~ tea ex porle1l to .Japan wonltl be free of duty nnd could also 

be !'hipped thence a hro:td free, th i;; step being taken with the ob1·ious inten-

t.ion of dil·crtin){ t.l10 export of the :Formos1m leaf from its acenstomod channel 

l'ia Amo.'·~ a protest wns matle by the C hamber of Commerce nt that port on 

t.hc s ubject to the British :i\finist{lr at Tokyo a!H! the co-operation of thig 

Chamber indtctl. Your Committee, sympathis ing with the Amoy Chr~mbcr, 

nol<lresscd a reprc~entat.ion to the Bri tish Minister at T okyo, a copy of which 

WfiH also tr:tll!!lllitt.etl br the local Governmeut to the Colonial Otlice, ana 

the matter has heen referred h~' Rir En.n:sT SA TOw t o the consiolerat iou of 

Her ~Injesty's Gon~rnmcut. (Appendix W.) 

Proposed Board of Conservancy for the Whangpoo River. 
A scheme for the establishment of a llo:ml of Conscn·ancy for the 

Whangpoo River has been formulated by the Shtllll!'hai Chamber of Com

merce, and the conespondeuce with covering letters has been submitte<l to 

this Chamber bot.h by that Chamber and hy the local Gonm1ment. I n reply 

your Committee have cxpresse<l their sympathy with and nppt'o,·nl of the 

proposal and exprcs~eu the hope that. t he Colonial Government wonltl give 

its cordia l ;;npport. thereto on genernl principles, as th e vexatious <lctcntions 

now cause(! t.o shipping- at. Shang ha i conRti tutc a hnrden on tra<lc with the 

J!'nr East. ( Appendix X.) 

The International Commercial Cong·ress at Philadelphia. 
This Congress, wh ich was held nt Phihl(lelphia, U.!;.A .. in Oetohor, was 

very ~ucecssfnl. ::\lr. A . .:\I. TowNsE:o;n, the New Yod~ Agent. of the Hong

kong and Shanghai B:tuk, attruded as (lelegate for this Chamhc1·, and made 
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·an interesting speech on "China Dny" (October lRth), in which he empha

sized the great importttnce of the American Govemment ad0pting a liberal 

commercittl and fi~cnl policy in the Philippines. Other spceeho>< by rcpre

sentn.tives from the Far East were made on Yarions s11bjccts of interest, and 

an account of the procee<lings with the correspondence thereon will he found 

in Appendix Y. 

The Chamber and the Philadelphia Commercial :\'luseum. 

This Chamber, its Chairn.an, and Secretary have been admitted to 

honorary permanent memher~bip of the Philadelphia Commercial ;\luseum, 

nnd t.hi~ compliment has been reciprocated by the elec tion as honorary con·es

potHlents of this Chamber of the ;\{nseum, of its Director (Dr. WIL~os), and 

its Chief of the Foreign D~partmen t ()Ir. WrU'RED ll. SciiOFF), and diplo-

mas exchanged. 

The Fourth Congt•ess of Chambers of Commerce of the 
Empire. 

This Chamber having hccn invited by the organising Committee of the 

above Congress to send delegates to attend the meeting to l1e held in London 

in Jnne ne~t, your Committee ha\·e nominated Sir TIIO)!AS JAcKsos- and 

the Hon. T. H . Wmn:ugAI> to represent the Chamber, and it has been 

armuged that they will propose resolution~ rlcaliug with the navigation hy 

forei"n steamers of the Inland 'Waters of China, the reduct.ion of Cable Rates, 
"" 

and fresh ~hrine :-inl'\'eys in E ast.crn Sons. (A ppen•lix Z .) 

Hongkong and the Canadian Preferential Duties. 

It ha\'tng been hron;.{ht to t.he notice of the Commit.teJ hy the Agent of 

the Can:tdian Paeitil! I~ailway that this Colony has been, apparently by an 

over.~ight., omitted from the Ii~t of those Colonies nmncd hy the Dominion 

Jiiui,:tcr of Custom;, a,.; eut.irlc•l to partieipate in t!H· henefit;:. of t:he Hriti~h 
preferential t:t!'iff, whereby trade in certain gon.l;; f'ormel'iy sent through 

Houg!wng has hcen diverted, rcprc,:entatinn s ha,·e been a<l ,lrc~scd to tlw 

Colonial Government praying t.ltnJ, the omi ~~ ion may he hronght to t he atten

tion of the ):>;ect·etary of f.;tate fo1· the Colonic~. with n view to ~ocnring thf' 

au\·antn.gc [,1) which, under I.!H' T ariff :\{f'moralldttm, Hongkong iR df'nrl,\' 

ontit lP<l. (Appendi~ Zl.) 

The General Committee. 
Since the Commit tee was elccte•l a t 111c last annnnl m~:etiu ~, t he only 

changc3 dnring the ycn.r 1899 lmvc been tlw rc~igna.tion~ 01' the H on. J . ,J. 

Bcu.-Invr:!W and :Mr. W. I'O AT E, who~e place.~ were taken re.~pc•: t ivcly hy 

the Hon . • T. J . KEilWI<~K and :Mr. li rmnEn T Smnr. The Com mittee hu:>, 

however, quite l'CPently lo~t four mem!Jcrs-:\lr. A. :llcC<l:-t,l <iUIE, the Viee

Chairman, having loft tlw Colony, awl Sir Twnas ,JACK SO~, :\Ir. II. A . 

UITcnn:, unu the Hon. T. II. Wmn:UEAD haYi ng gone home on le:Lvr·. 

!Y!embers. 
The roll of members has :tgain considcrnl.ly increase<! dnriu;; t he pnst 

year. The Chamber has lost three mcmhcrs-t.w•) by dc:ttb, vi:~; . , :\1 · ~~srs. 

GIUXVILLB Rn.uu• nnd If .• T. lToi.:u ~: s, nnd one by rc~ignn.tion, }fc,;srs . 

B~>:LII.IO~ & Co., who ha,·e dbcontinnc.l hu~incs~. l n ~f r. G. Sl! .\ J~l' th e 

Chamber ba\·e lost not only an olcl member, who~c expcrieneu ami knowle<lgu 

,,r the Colony were exccptionnl, lmt also i t.s ru;ulic~ t •lehatcr. T he following 

have been illl mittml to membership, snhje<:r to <:onfin uatiou at the nnuual 

meeting :-Mr. \V. ~. :L\U.EY, The EASTrmx Ex.n:x~w~ A nnnM.Asi.A .uw 
CnnrA TELE<~HAPil Co., LD., ~~c~srs. ~Id;ru.; no r~ BrwTH E!tS &; G<Jw, )fr. 

D. HASKELL, }lr. R c. w·u.cox, ~Icssrs . L. S<~ L'L I'Ol: 'J' & Co., BAx KElt & 
Co., \VENDT & Co., 1Ir. LJ~ox A . L E\·Y, }! ,:,;sr,; . LT. NE!t\'EGN.~ & Co., Ur. 

JotWAN, The D EoT:;cHe AsrATrscn~o: B.\NK, T he b n'rm u r. BANK OF CmxA, 

:.\lc~:;rs. lion :, s'.J ACOB & Co., ::ttul H . l'mcE & Co. 

Finance. 
The accounts for the year ended 3bt. Decelllber, !8~l!l, lmv•;, as ns!tnl, 

been audited by i\Iessrs •• T. THUIWL'RN :~nd J. Y. V. V Elt:'\0.\'. The lnl<m~·~ 

at crmlit of tlw Chamber, after purchase of four de bentures nf t he H (,agkong 

Hotel Company of $500 each and transfe rring $i~O tn Deposit Aee• >lHi i, was 

$()';'fl.26.· The u l'Servc Fund s tood a t $i0,000, of 'iVhich $8,000 is ll ll d~p:lsi t; 

in t he Ilong kong n.nJ Shanghai llank :~nu $2,000 i:> invested in DeiJ·~a turc~. 

The Pinnacle Hock Fund has becu further increa~c ·l by the accru ing; iut ,·!'cst, 

for the year ami now stanus nt $3,569.6·1. 
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JJr. THE Ho::wKo~u GENERAL CHA)JIHm OF CmniER(JI<.: IN A.ccunn CummNT WL'HI TnE SECLtETAltY. 

1899. / 'l'o Office Rent ........... ............ ..... ..... . ...... $ 600.00 • 
Jan. I' , Secretary's Saln.r.r, ......... .......... . ............ 2,400.00 
to , Clerk's Salary, .... .... ......... ..... .. .. ..... ...... 600.00 

Dec. , Do. (cxtrl\)1 • .................. ......... 145.00 
, Servants' Wages,.................... ...... .......... 180.00 
, Auditors' Fees,..... ................. ........... ..... 40.00 

$ H,9G5.00 
,, Printing 'i\'Inrket Report for one year-July, 

1898 to June, l S!Hl, .......................... .. 
., Subscriptions to Newspapers, ................. . 139.76 
,. Advertisement~, ..................... .............. 41.14 
,, Postage, Receipt ~tamps and l'ettics,......... 96,69 

: , Subscription to Hcuter's 'l'dcgrams, ......... -4:Joo.oo 1
\ 

; ,, l'tinting and Circulating,........... ............. 283.64 

735.00 

277.59 

--- -
" Stationery and Office Printing, .... ..... ..... . 1 7l.i6 1 
, Printing Annual Report, ...... ......... ..... .... 401.63 

4,383.64 

, Sundries, ............... ...... . .... ... .............. 31.50 

, Refuml for 64 Copies of :Y1arkct Iteport, 
, Four Debentures fl ongkong H~l C'o., Ld., ......... .. . 
, Cost of Telegrams despatched to London, 
, Achce & C'o. for Office Fn.rniturc, ........ .. 
, J. S. Mackay, l?ec for Arbitration Work, ....... .......... . 
., Addition to Deposit Afe., ................................... .. 

, llol~tnce, ... 

60-1.89 
H2.87 

2,000.00 
69.80 
48.00 
50.00 

7:!0.00 

12,996.79 

678.26 

s I 13,675.05 

1899. 
Jan. 

to 
Dec. 

// 

/ 
- --------

// 

$ t ;2l2.1 9 
4,S72.lli 

983.9ii 

4,;,20 
G,l41.8i 

8.06 
17.10 
60.00 

250.02 
60.00 
24.60 

$ I 13,675.oa 

By lln.lauc<', . .. ........................ . ............ s 

DEPENDE~cms A 1' CnEvl T. 

Sul,scriptions to Political Tclcgrmns, ...................... .. 
Fixed Deposit tlue Hlst December, 1899, Afc. Pinnacle 

Hock Fund, ......................... . .. ... ....... .. ......... .. 
Interest, one Year at 4~ 0 / 0 , ... ........ .. ..... .......... . ... .... . 

RESEIWE li'u:m. 

Fb:etl Deposi t clue 31st December, 1899, .. ..... ..... $7,000 
I nterest one Year 4 °/0 , ............................ . .... 280 
Amount transferred from Cunent Afc., ............ 720 

Four Debentures Hongkong H otel C'o., Ld., ... ....... .. .. .. .. 

$ 

E. 4• 0. E. 

678.26 

2-l2.8tl 

3,415.91! 
153.71 

~.ouo.oo 

2,000.00 

10,000.00 

Hongkong, 3 1st Deccmbel', 189!1. 
R. CHA1'1'ERTON WILCOX, 

Seffretary. 

We have compared the above statement with the books and rouehet·s, and found it to be correcl. 

JOHN THURRURN,} Aud·'tor s 
J. Y. V. VERNON, 1 

" 



APP.ENDIX • 

• 

/ 



[ 3 ] 

.A. 
Dr. Doberck and the Typhoon Telegrams from Manila 

Observatory. 
MANILA CENTRAL OBSERVATORY, 

March 7th, 1899. 

Sm,-Tbe Director of the British Meteorological Service ~t Hongkong 
has addressed the Weather Bureau of the Government of the United States 

of America in very unfavourable terms regarding the Directors of the 
Observatory at Manila. The Director of the Hongkong Observatot·y says 

that " the Observatm'Y in Manila is in the hands of men who possess VeT.'IJ little 

scientific education." He asserts, moreover, that " scandal is cc~used 'by our 

wntimtally commmticating sensational typhoon 10a1·nings to the newspapers in 

Hongkong." The immediate effect of this accusation has been the actual 

suspension of all telegt·aphic typhoon warnings given at Manila, for any 
place outside of the Philippines. 

Now, Sir, we leave to the judgment of men of science to decide, if we 

possess or not very little scientificeducation; certainly, for some good reason, 

the Manila Observatory enjoys a name in the scientific world, and if informa
tion regarding our literary labours is desired, our Monthly Scientific 

R.eview, and our seventeen Extraordinary Pt1blications are opened to all 
scientists who wish to examine th em; if printed testimonials are asked for, 

there are plenty of them, surely, published in many newspapers, especially 

in Hongkong, and scientific joumals; instances of the latter are: "Mcte

orologische Zeitschrift.," November, 1887, page 366, "American Meteorologi
cal J oumal," Vol. X. June, 1899, page 100-id. vol. XII., F ebruary, 1896, p11.ge 
:386, "Met. Zeischrift," Heft lOth October, 1898, page 64. Abdruckans Dt·. 

Petermanns Geor. Mittellungen 1898, Hcft IX. Nr. 635. Litteraturbericht 

Allgcmeines Heft I Nr. 52, 1899. "La. Civilta cattolica" an. 44, vol. VII. 
ser. 15, p. 356, There are many others also that mention favourably the 

·Manila Observatory, and we ourselves are quite willing to give any informa
tion necessary for its just estimation. But whatever this may he, we 

cannot beat•, however, with the same indifference, that scandal is caused 

by the typhoon warnings cmn.nating from this Observatory. The sole aim 
of the Mn.nih1 Observatory is to he useful to the public at large, and 

especially to the seamen, naval and met·cantile, of every nationality, who 
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are so often exposed to the dangers of typhoons in the Far East. To this 

end, our Observatory has wot·ked for <\ great many years with a vast 

amount of labour a.nd expenditure, aud, undoubtedly, in many instances 

disaster has been avoide<l owing to its timely warnings. But, if after a ll, 

the reputation achieved has been merely that of causing scandal by sensa

tional typhoon wn rnings, that is n. very discouraging result indeed. 

The Direct ors of the Manila Observatory aim at no personal interest 

whatever; they work for the public benefit, and they desire to know if 

their work is acceptable or otherwise. Would you be so kind, Sit•, as to 

give us your own views on this subject? 

Roping you will comply with our request,- I have, &c., 

JOSE ATJGD"E, s.J., Director of t.he Observatory. 

Mr. R. M. GRAY, Chainuan, 
H oNGKONG GENERAL CHAMnE~ oF CoMMERCE. 

( The nhsci'Ml01:1J to tlte f11'01!0 Sl ilfarsltal General of Manila. ) 

MANILA CENTRAL OBSERVATORY, 

March 7th, 1899. 

The pt•ovision made by the Secretary of War, United States of America, 

through the Pt·ovost Marshal of Manila, regardi ng the sending of sterni

warnings to H ongkong, is respectfully acknowledged. And although we 

are certain that tltA aforesaid provision will make a sad impression upon 

the British Navc1.l anti Civil Authorities of H ongkong, and upon the Naval 

and Commercial Institutions of any nationality in the Far East, still we 

are willing to obey. 

Nevertheless, we desire to have it known, that the same provision is 

based upon biased and inconect information, of one single Director of 

the Hongkong Observatory, who alone, of all other Dire<:tors of the 

Observatories in the Far E ast, is hostile to the Metcorological Institution 

at Manila, the rcpub,tion of which he has been trying to impugn ever 

since the year 1894; and now that be has brought the question before thu 

Department of Agriculture of the United SLates, we earnestly beg the 

American Authorities, here and in W ashington, to inquire thoroughly into 

this matter. 

[ 5 J 
A 

Later on, we shall prove the efficiency of out• M et.eorological Depart

ment, but meanwhile, we oppose to the assertions JJf the Director of the 

Observatory in H ongkong the testimonials of a man, t l1e most competent 

to appreciate the 'vork done, at present, by the Observatory at 1\fauila. 

Mr. R. P. HUGHES, 
Provost ilfal'shal General of JJfanila. 

Flagship "Olympia," 

Cavite, 2nd November, 1898. 

Dear Sir,-Rear-Admiral Dewey desires me to again thank you for your 

courtesy in givin'g him such complete information concerning your typhoon 

predictions, which he has iu evet·y case found to be correct. · 

FLAG SECRETARY. 

Rev. J. Algue, Director Manila Observatory, Ma,nib. 

From another letter to the Director of the Observatory of Manila, 

dated on Flagsh ip Olyn~pia, February 2nd, 1899, we take the followina 
0 

words:-

" I trust that the United States Govet·n ment will make t he necessary 

provisions for the continututce of the institu tion which you conduct in 

such an able manner, auu which has proved itself to Le so great a benefit 
to maritime interests in this pat·t of the world."-! have, &c., 

GEORGE Dl!:WEY, Reat·-Aclmira.l, U.S. Navy. 

Finally, in another letter, addressed by order of .Auruiral Dcwey t o 

the Director of the Manila Observatory, and dated, Manila, March bth, 

1899, after httving been made acquainted with the request of the Secretary 
of Agriculture, we have the following :-

"The Admiral desires me to say furth er that he l1as no doubt that 

steps \vill be taken to ensure to ycnt the appreciation to which vour valu-

able work in saving lives and property entitles you."- I have,&~., , 

FLAG SECRETARY. 
Rev. J ose Algue, s.J., Director of the Observatory. 
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HoNGKONG GENERAL CHAMDER oF CoMMERCE, 

HoNGKONG, 21st March, 1899. 

Sm,-This Chamber has receiveu a letter (with enclosuJ·es) from tho 

Director of the Manila Observatory, of which the enclosed is a copy, and 

in \Vhich complaint is made of a communication addressed by the Director 

of the Hongkong Observatory to the Weather Bureau of the United States 
Government as seriously reflecting-on the value of tbe typhoon warnings 

supplied to Hongkong by the Manila Observatory. 
The experience of the Committee and of the commercial community is 

that the telegrams giving warning of approaching or expected typh oons 

fumished by the Manila Observatory have been most useful, and the 
Chamber and commercial community would view their discontinuance 

with extreme regret. 
The Committee would be much obliged if the Government will kindly 

fa.vom· the Chamber with a copy of the lettet· addressed by the Director of 

the Hongkong Observatory to the Weather Bureau of the United States 

Government.-I have, &c., 
R. CHATTERTON WILCOX, Secretary. 

Hon. J. H. STEW ART LocKHART, c.M.G., Colonial Secretary. 

No. 485. CoLONIAL SECRE'l'ARY's 0l!'FICE, 

HoNGKONG, 24th March, 1899. 

Sm,-I am directed to acknowledge the receipt of your letter of the 

21st instant and its enclosure on the subject of typhoon warnings from 

Manila, and to state that the matter is engaging the attention of this 

Government. 
I will communicate furth er with you in dne course.-I have, &c., 

J. H. STEW Al~T LOOKHART, Colonial Secretary. 

The SECRE'IARY, CHAMBER oF CoMMERCE. 

CoLONIAL SECRETA-RY's OFFICE, 
/ HoNGKONG, 28th March, 1899. 

Sm,-In continuation of my letter No. 485 of the 24th instant, I am 

directed to state for the information of the Chamber of Commerce that the 
request made by the Dit·ector of the Observatory to the Chief of the 
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Weather Bureau, United States of America, for the discontinuance of 

typhoon warnings from the Manila. Observatory was not authorised by this 
Government. 

Dr. Doberck acted under the belief that be bad for several ye~rs the 

necessary author ity for his commu nication to the Chief of the Weather 

Bureau at Washington. His mistake has beau pointed out to him. Inti

mation has been made to the Military G?vernor of the P hilippines that the 
request was unauthorised, and a hope expresseu that the order for the dis
continuance of the meteorological information would be rescinded. The 

Military Governor has also been informed of the appreciation of your 

Chamber of the warnings sent f rom time to time.-I have-, &c., 

J . H. STEW ART LOCKHART, Colonial Secreta:~·y. 

HoNGKONG GENERAL CHAMBER oF CoMMERCE, 

HoNGKONG, 11th April, 1899. 

Sm,-I beg to acknowledge receipt of your letter (with enclosures) of 
the 7th ultimo, in which you inform this Chamber that, in consequence of 
the Director of the Hongkong Observatory having addressed the Weather 

Bureau of the Government of the Uniteu States of America in very unfa

vourable terms relative to the Manila Observatory, accusing the Directors 

of sending " sensational typhoon wamiugs to the newspapers in H on"'
kong," instruct ions have been given you to discontinue the despatch ~f 
typhoon warnings to any place outside the Philippin es. 

Your letter was considered at the meeting of the General Committee, 

held on the 20th. ultimo, when it was resolved to address the Hon,.kono
G " " overnment on the subject before taking action, and copies of the letter 
with the replies received are now enclosed. 

At the annual meeting of the Chamber, held on t he 5th instant, t he 

Hon .. T. H. Whitehead then proposed the following resolution, which was 
unaunnously carried:-

"The members of the. Hongkong General Chamber of Com· 

merce desire to convey to the l~ev. Father J ose Algue, s.J., the 
expression of their extreme regret and dissatisf<tction at the 
unjustifiable attack made upon the Rev. Director of the Manila 

Observatory and his colleagues by the Director of the Hongkong 
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Observn.~ory, and at the consequent stoppage by the American 

Government of the telegraphic meteorological warnings from the 

Philippines. The members desire to place on record their high 

appreciation of the very valuable services at all times rendered 

by the Directors of the Meteorological Department of the Manila 

Observatory to the mercantile and shipping community in Hong

kong and China, anu their hope and expectation that in a very 

short time full justice will be done the Directors of the Manila 

Observatory by the acknowletlgment of the immense practical 

value of their labours in the pas~ for the public benefit and in the 

cause of.scieuce, and the restriction recently placed upon them 

being speedily removed." 

It only remains for me to convey t.o you and your colleagues the 

thanks of this Chamber and of the whole commercia.! community of Hong

kotlg for the good servi~e rendered to them by the prompt and timely des

pa~ch of the storm warnings sent by you ever since the establishment of 

cable comunmicn.tion between Hongkong :md Manila, and which we cannot 

doubt have been the means of saving many lives and much vn.luable pro

perty. I must add, in conclusion, that it is the hope of the Chamber that 

the supply of this useful information will soon be resumed.- I have, &c., 

R. M. GRAY, Chairman. 

'rhe lwv. Jost ALouE, s.J., Director, :Mttniht Observatory. 

CoLONIAl, SECRETARY's OFFICE, 

HoNGKONG, 15th April, 1899. 

Sm,-With reference Lo my letter No. 572 of the 28th ultimo, I am 

directed to state for the information of the Chambet• of Commerce that, 

consequent upon the represenbliion maue by this Govemment on the sub

ject, instructions have been issued by the Military GovemQr in the Philip

pine Islands to the Director of the Central Manila Observatory to continue 

to send storm warnings as formerly.-! have, &c., 

J. G. T. BUCKLE, p. Colonial Secretary. 

The Secretary, CuuxBER OF CoMMERCE. 

• 
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The Disturbances in Kowloon Hinterland. 

HoNGKONG GENERAL CHAMBER OF Col\tMERCE, 

HoNGKONG, 21st April, 1899. 

Sm,-- In view of .the disturbances now taking place in the New Terri

tory, which there is good reason to believe have been engineered or assisted 

from Chinese territory, I am instructed to ask you to be good enough to 

Jay before His Excellency the Governor the followi ng opinions and sugges
tions of my Committee:-

1.-That having regard to the fact that the New Territory is obviously 

liable to be overrun by banditti, who are either not amenable to Chinese 

authority or whose acts the mandarins find it convenient to ignore or 

disavow, it is essential to the preservation of good order in the Colony, and 

to consolidate our position, tlmt the northern boundary shall be ·~!early 
defined by natural features and include with it the town of Sbamchun. 

2.-That recent occurrences have convincingly demonstrated the iuuti

lity, if not the actual mischievousness, of mandarin influence, <md furnish 

excellent reasons for the removal of the Chinese officials from Kowloou city, 

which otherwise will remain a focus of intrigue against the authority of 
the Hongkong Government. 

3.-The Committee would further suggest that, as the suppression of 

these disturbances will entail a heavy outlay, it would not be umeasonable 

for Her MajesLy's Govemmeut to demand the extension of the lease of the 

New Territory for a Ion get· pet·iod than 99 yea.rs, if not the complete cession 
thereof.-I have, &c., 

R. CHAT'l'EH.TON WILCOX, Secretary. 
Hon. J. H. STEWART LocKHART, c.lii.G., Colonial Secretary. 

CoLONIAL SEcRETARY's OFFICE, 

HoNGKONG, 25th April, 1899. 
SIR,-! am directed to acknowledge the receipt of your letter of the 

21st instant submitting fot· His Excellency the Governor's consideration 

certain opinions and suggestions offered by the Committee of the Chamber 

of Commerce respecting the New 'l'enitory, nud to state that the views of 

the Committee will be representAd to the Secretary of State for the C.:>lo
uies.-1 have, &c., 

J. G. T. BUCKTJE, p. Colonial Secretary. 
The Secretary to the HoNGKONG GENERAL CHAMBER OF COMMERCE. 
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The Chinese Customs in Kowloon. 

• 

HoNGKONG GnNERAL CHAMBER oF Co:r.tMERCE, 

HoNGKONo, 21st April, 1899. 

Sm,-1 am instructed by the Committee of this Chamber t o inquire 

if the Government will kindly inform the Chambet· what is being clone t.o 

secure the r emoval of the Chinese Imperi<\1 Marit ime Customs to their owu 

territory as promised by His Excellency the Governor in the Legisla tive 

Council on the 27th February last. - I have, &c., 
R. CHA.TTERTON WILCO X, Secretary . 

Hon. CoLONIAl, SECRETARY. 

CoLONIAL SEcRETARY's OFFICE, 

H oNGKONG, 25th April, 1899. 

Sm,-In reply to your letter of the 21st instant requesting informa

tion as to what is being done to .secme the removal of the Chinese Imperial 

Maritime Customs to Chinese territory, I am directed by His Excellency 

the Governor to state for the information of the OommitLee of the Chamber 

of Commerce that the functions of the Chinese Customs have ceased within 

the ::trea of the New Territory and the extended waters; of the Colony. 

By arrangement with Her Majesty's Govemment, the three stations of 

Ca.psuimoon, F otochow, and Cheung-chow are pet•mitted to remain in the 

occupation of the Chinese Customs until accommodation on their new 

frontier bns been provitled, but not later than October next , and on the 

condition that no coer cive functions will be pel'formed by then1 in the 

waters of the Colony.-! have, &c , 
J. G. T. BUCKLE, p. Colonial Secretary. 

The Secretary, HoNGKONG GENERAL CHA.MDER oF CoMMERCE. 

D 
System of Fines for Smuggling at Saigon. 

Ho~GKONG GENtmAr, 0HA:U:RE!t oF Co:mmncE, 
lioNnKoxG, 3rd May, 1899. 

Sm -I am instructed to transmit to yon copy of a letter addressed to 
this Cha~bcr by the B ritish and German shipping firms of this Colony, call
ing attention to the manner in which the system of rcw::trds offered by the 
Custom Authori ties at Saigon works to the serious detriment of t rade, and to 
ask you to lay it before His E xcellency the Go\·crnor with the request that he 
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will be good enough to represPn t the case to the Governor- General of Judo
China, to the end t hat the shipowners engaged in this trade may be relieved 
from the dis:lhility under which they now suffer. 

2.- Comidering that the utmost possible -precaut-ions arc taken, both by 
the steamship owners and the masters, to prevent any smuggling of opium on 
board, it is certainly o. striking comment on the working of the system of re
wards to informers adopted at Saigon that the fines paid by British and Ger
man steamers during the p:ts~ four years should hare aggregated some $GO,OOO. 
The rewards offered a rc so large (about for ty times the value of the drug) ns 
to temp~ unprincipled persons to try a nd a rrange bogus smuggli ng with a view 
to turning informers. 

3.- It would undoubteuly te nd to assist the owners anu masters of vessels 
trauing in these waters if the I-Iongkong Government would constitute it a 
punishable offence for any pet·sou to convey opium on boo.rd of any steamflrs 
without the knowledge or consent of tl1e master or the officer in charge; and 
to faci litate convictions, the master or one of his officers should, in the 
opinion of the Committee, be allowed to institute the prosecution and not the 
Opium Fat·met·. 

4.-Trusting that His Excdlency the Governor will be ahle to induce 
the French Authori ~ies tu adopt a system for the detection of opium that will 
bear less hardly upon shipowners.-! have, &c., 

R. CHATTBRTON WILCOX, Secretary . 

Hon. CoLONIAL S,~o;cRETARY, Hongkong. 

Hongkong, 26th April, I S!HJ. 

Dear Sir,-We beg to draw the Chamber's attention to the way fi nes 
are imposed on vessels aL Saig<Jll, should any opinm Le founrl on board of 
them not manifested, with a dew to representations on the subject being 
made to the F rench authorities, so that shipowners may he relieved to a 
reasonable extent of the disa hi li ties under which th ey now labom·. 

'rhere is no uonht tlu t smuggling does exist, b ut it has been sholl'n in 
!!Cveral instances that it is pl·wncd and caLTied out chiefly hy people in Snigon 
who are iuclnce<l, by the la rg·e rewards given hy the Saigon hnthoritics for 
disco\·ery of any opium not manifested, to engage in this tratle. 

We would men tion that o.l! possible precautions are taken on the part 
of captaius and officers to lll'event smn()'o·lin•,. b·· searchin"' passeno·ers an d 

~;-:. t-~' " ~ :"" 

their luggage when coming on ho.ml, an(] by searching repeatedly the vessel 
on the wo.y to Saigon in order tv discOI'Cr any contralmnd, bnt the opium is 
J..>cnerally so cleverly concealed that it is but seldom discovered. 
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We beg to suggest tha t representations be made to the French authorities 

11t Saigon, requesting them to entirely do a":ay with tl~e system of rewards ,to 
informers. and if this should not be constdcred advJsable, to rednce the re
wards to s'uch a' lcn~l that informers can no longet· find it a profit.ahle business 
to smuo·rrle opinm on hoard and afterwa rds by information. against th,e 
steamet~"' We mav mention that the reward gi,·eu to informers JS at present 
$ 20.00 for crery tael of Opinm discorcrcd, the valne of such t:wl being ahout 
;,o cents. 

·we further he" to snO'acst that rcprcsrnta tions he made to the Hongkong 
Go\·ernment with "',t vie~;"'to making it a punishable offence to bring opinm 
on hoarrl of ~ny stc<~mer here withont the captain 's or officers' knowlcd~e an.d 
consent, and that persons ,·i0lating this rnlc he prosC;cnted by the (aptmn 
or his reprcsentatires nJHl not by Lhe Opinm Farmer. . 

To illustrate the grarity of t.lJc situation, we may mentwn tha~ the fines 

1,ni<1 hy British and German stcanwrs trading hetween this Colo~y and 
Saigon dming the last fonr years aggregated aho~1t $6~,000, not eonntm~ ~he 
very heavy legal expenses incnrred. Jn no~ a smglc mstanee has su_spicton 
fallen 011 the ea ptain or offi crrs as hcing in any way connected mth the 
fmud.-\Ve arc, &c., 

LAuTS, WEm-:NER 

.TEBS}:N & Co. 
Buam.EY & Co. 

& Co. 

SAxmm, W rELER & Co. 
EAST A srA'l'IC TRADING Co. 

G. Harling, 
General :Manager. 

DomvELL & Co., LD., 
E. S. Whealler, 

l\Ianager. 
sm~msEN & Co. 
Gnm, LrviNGSTON & Co. 
BUTTERFIELD & SWJitE 

MEr.CHERS & Co. 
p.p. JARniNE MATHESON & Co., 

C. W. Dickson. 

R C 

''

r cox E.:;q ~ceretary, HoxnKONG GENERAL CHHrBF.n • HATTF!R'l'ON . IL . . , '•· ., . 

oF Co:mmnc1~. 

No. g12. Cor.oNrAr. SF.CRE'£ARY's 0Fl!'ICE, 

lfONGKONG, 19th 1\fay, 1899. 
s1n -I am directed to acknowledge the receipt of yom letter of 3rd inst. 

and its :nclosure relative to the system of rewards obtaining in Saigon for the 
diHcovery of smuggled opinm on ho11rrl ,·essels aniving at that port, and the 
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abuses arising from that system, and to state ~hat Het· Majesty's Consul has 
been requested to make a representation on the subject to the French Aut hor
ities wi th a view to t.he adoption of a system that will bear less hardly on 
shipowners. 

With regard to the suggestion contained in paragt·aph ::: of your letter, 
I understand that what the sh ipowners desire is that if the master of a vessel 
finds on arriml at Saigon that opium has been smuggled on hoard his ship by 
some person in Hongkong he should ha ,-c power to pr(lseeute that person on his 
t•etnru, but the difliculty of obtaini ng proof against t.bc offending party would 
appear to render any such enactment of little practical use. 

On the other hand, if the discovery were made priot· to the departure of a 
vessel from Hongkong or on the voyage, legislation wonlcl appear to be un
necessary, as in the first case the master could hand the Opium o,·er to the 
Police, and in the second take charge of it and i:1form the Customs' Author
ities on arrival at Saigon. 

I shall be glad to be fumished with the further observations of the 
Chamber on this subject for the information of His Excellency the Govemor. 
-I have, &e., 

.J. G. 1'. BUCKLE, p. Colonial Seel'etm'Y. 
'l'he Secretary, CHAMBER OF CO::U.'\IEiteE. 

HONGKOXG GENEltAL CHAMBER (Jl.' COltMERCE, 

H oNGKOXc:, 6Lh .June, 189!1 . 

Fim,-1 beg to acknowledge receipt of yom let ter (No. 812) of the lnth 
nlt. replying to the representations made by this Chamber as to the freq nent 
and hea\'y fines infliet.ed on British and German ships at Saigon for seizures 
of opium at t.he instance of paid informers, and am instrncwd to express the 
satisfilctiou of the Comuiittee at the action taken by the Government in the 
matter. 

At the same time I would re:>pcetfully e<tll the attent ion of the n overn
ment to a fresh antl very recent proof of tile manner in wl1ich the systen1 
adopted by the :French Customs Authorities is snrely renueriug trade "·it\1 
Saigon impossible. 'l'he German steamer I ugmban, whicl1 had gone to that 
port for a cargo of rice, was on the point of leaving for Hnng·koug on the 
lHth nlt., when, acting on the information laid by an infm·mcr, some Unstoms 
officers boarded the ship and discovered some Ol•inm. A Saigon paper, record
ing the seizure, says the offieqrs went almost straight, to the hitldeu eontraband. 
The result was a heavy fi ne, which was subse;tnently reduced, but the ship 
wus not released until after a deposit. of ;;;12,0UU had been wade Ly the ngents. 
'l'be French joul'llals at Saigon fully recognise the injustice done by the 
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svstem of r1uvino· such Jaro·e sums to informers, opening as i t does the door to 

J .. C""J 0 

fraullulent concealment of small quantities of the drug on board for the pur-
pose of giving information against the vessel. 

·with refercnee to the sno·o·estion made in paragmrlh 3 of my letter of the no ,_, 

~rtl ult., conceming which you ask for furcher obsen·ations, the Committee 
desire me to point out that if opium were discovered on board a steamer 
prior to departure from Hongkong the Master coulll, as you suggest, certainly 
hancl the drng- o\·er to the Pc,! ice, but; this does not constitute the attempt to 
so smug-gle it a punishabie offence. It is true the would-be. smuggler wouhl 
suffer the loss of the opium, and the Opium Fanner, to whom It wonlcl presum
ably he handed, \ronld be the gai ner, bnt the offender would get off wi~hout 
further punishment. ·what is wanted is powm· to the master of a. ship to 

Cb., r·o·e the smnaO'ler with au .offence and <ret him lined at the Police Court for 
<t~ n no o 

breaking the law, confiscation to follow on conviction in addition.-! have, 

&c., 

Hon. CoLONIAL SECRETARY. 

R. CHA'f1'ERTON WILCOX, Secretary. 

S.S. Propontis, 
HoNGKONG, 6th Jnne, 181JH. 

GENTLEMHN,-As I am uuxiuus for the Chamber of Comuwrce at 
H ono·lwuu- to know how the British and German shipping are imposed 
u11on° at ::)~i~·on IJy the French Uustoms inasmuch ns imposing· fines for opinm 

" . which has been sec1·eted oil Lo:.ml the ~teamcrs by Chinese emplt•yecl on 

bom·d. 
I simply quote my own ca;;e, which occUI'red upon Ill}' lnst voyag·e to 

:)aig·on, althoug·h severnl steamers have been imposed upun -·both German 
an1l British-as well as myself. I left Hong·kong for Sing·npore with J'U~
sengers, and from thence to Saig·on to load a cargo of 1 ice to II ong·kou~·· 

As soon as I anived ut Sn.ig·on the Customs officers came Oil board and 
said thev had information of ;pinm heiug secrete• I oil board, wonhl I g-ive 
them pet:mission to search ; which I did. Tlwy found opium sect·:ted. in a 
or 4 most intricate places in the ship; uobt>~ly con ld have funncltt wttlwnt 
information as to its whereabouts. 

In all they found ~Ga tuel~ of opium, oil w!Jich tlll'y charg·eu a :fine of 

$ ! 0,5z0, at the rate of $·!0 per tuel. 
I went. with our ug·cnt to interview the Conuui~sione1· 11f Customs wi th. 

a view of asking· him to rertuce the fi ne. I was obliged to humhle myse~t 
in a most derogatory manne1·. After u long talk we g·ot him to reduce tt 
to $5,000, which fine I think most outru.g·eons. If the French Customs 
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are g·oing· to impo!'e fines upon fc>re ig-n shipping- to such an enormous 
amount, the sooner Saigon is boycotted the het.ter, as it is a disgrace ±i•r the 
Republican Government to act in such a manuer to Foreif)'n shit•r•in o· which 

M O' 

is the mainstay of the port. 

I trust that the Clt:un ber uf Commerce of Hung·kong· will see their way 
clear in rectif)' ing an infamous imposition upon Foreign shipping· by the 
French Customs of Saigon.-! have, &c., 

H. CHA W FORD, .Muster, S.S. Propontis. 

'l'u the CHAMBER OF CoMMEHCE. 

CoLONIAL SEcRETARY's 0FPICE, 

HoNGKoNG, 16th June, J~yn. 

SrH,- With reference to yom· letter of the Gth instant and previous 
COl'l'espondence relative to the hardship entailed upon nritish and GeJ•mn.n 
ves,;els by the system of rewards obtaining ut Saigon for information leading· 
to the discovery of smuggled opium on board such vessels, I am directed to 
state for the information of the Chamber that the Government proposes to 
deo.l with the mattet• by making- the concealment of opium on board a ship 
a penal offence. 

The draft of a Bill t<!l the above eft'ect will be preput·ed uucl submitted 
to the Chamber in due course.-! have, &c., 

J . G. T. BUCKLE, p. Coioniul Secretary. 

The Secretat·y, CHA~IBB H oF Co~JMBRCE. 

Hol\GKONG GEXEHAL CHA)IBEH oF CoMMERCE, 
HoNGKoxo, 17th June, 1800. 

DEAlt SI R,-I beg to :le knowledge r t>ceipt· of your letter of tl:c Gth 
instant g·iving· particulars of the fine infl icted upon your steamet· (the 
l'roponlis) at Saigun iu con~equeuce of infurmation having· hecn bid with 
the Cnstoms tb~1·e an t! the CtHISC!Jileut discovery of 21J;J taels secreted on 
boar(!. 

Your case has l1een laid bef(H'C the Committee, uud is nndet· their 
consideration. They have already made representations tu t.he local Gorern
lllent, wlw ure g·etting· the whole mattet· bruug·!Jt to the notice of the French 
Authori ties at Saigon, and taking steps to deter Chinese from concealing· 
the ll l'Ug' on board vessels.- I have, &c., 

H. CHATTERTO.N WILCOX, Secretary. 
R. Cn.AWI,.oan, E~q . , l\Iuster S.S. P1opontis. 
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CoLONIA.L SECRE1'ARY's 0E'FICE, 

H oNGKONG, 8th July, 1899. 

SIR,-With reference to previous correspondence, 1 am directed to 

transmit for the consideration of the ChamLer of Commerce the enclosed 

draft of a Bill entitleu "An Ordinance fot• the prevention of the conceal

ment of Opium on boat·d Steamships," and I am to enquire whether it will 

be sufficient to make the proposed Ordinn.nce !'.pplicable to St en.mships 

only, and whether the Chamber has any other suggestions to make. 

I am also to enquire whether paragraph 2 of the Objects and R easons 

appendeil to the Draft Bill correctly represents the views of the Chamber. 

-I have, &c., 
J . H. STEW ART LOCKHART, Colonial Secretary. 

'rhe Secretary, 0HAMllER OF CoMnmRcE. 

No. 29 :-[5.7.99.] 

' A BILf~ 

ENTITLED 

An Ordina.nce for the prevention of the concealment of 

Opium on Loard steamships. 

Be it enacted by the Governor of Hongkoug, with the ad

vice and consent of the Legislative Council thereof, as follows:-

1. This Ordinance may Le cited as the Concealment of Shor t t iilc. 

Opium Ordinance, 1899. 

2. 'l'he expression "steamship" as used in this Ordinance l nt_erpreta
tatwn. 

shall mean any vessel propelled by steam. 

3. Any person wbo shall conceal or secretly place any l'<tW l'enalt.y_ for 
• • _ ~ • • 1__ conceahng· 

or prepareJ. opmm m <Lny par t of any steamslllp shall Le haule opium on 
· · b r M · t t t th t steamship. upon summary conviCtiOn e,ore a 'agts ra e o e paymen 

of a fine nut exceeding five hundred dollars and in default of 

payment of such fine to imprisonment for a period not exceell

ing six uwut.hs with or witho11t bard labour, and any opium 

concealed or secretly placed as tdoresaiJ shall be seized and the 

nfagistrate may, whether tmy person is charged with or con

victed of any offence under this Ordinance or 11ot, order such 

opium t o be forfeited. 
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Objects and R eanons. 

The object of this OrditHtnce is to impose a penalty upon 

any person found concealing opium on ooa:·d of any ship. 

This Ordinance has been b t·ought fo rward in consequence 

of represen tations made by the Chamber of Comm erce t o the 

effect that persons have sometimes concealed opium on hoard 

of ships bound for Saigon, and that such concealment has led to 

very heavy fines bein g inflicted npon the ship on her arrival in 

Saigon, upon such opium being pointed out by informers there 

who most probably have been in communica.tion with the 

actual concealers of the opium. 

H ENRY E. PoLLocK, Acting AttornE>y General. 

H oNGKONG GENERAL CHAMBER OF CoMliiERcE, 

H oNGKONG1 20th July, 1899. 

Srn,-1 beg leave to acknowledge receipt of your letters of the 8th and 

18th instant, respectively, the former enclosing draft of a Bill entitled 

"An Ordinance for the prevention of the concealment of Opium on board 

steamships" for consideration by this Chamber, the latter requesting an 

early answer thereto. 

I am now inst ructed to say in reply, that the Committee think the Bill 
will meet the case, and that it will be sufficient to make its provi~ions appli

cable to steamers only. 

The sta.tement in paragraph 2 of the Objects and Reasons appendeJ to 

the Bill fairly represents the views of the Chamber on the subject.-! 

have, &c., 
R. CHATTERTON WILCOX, Secretary. 

To Hon. J. H. STEWART LocKHART, c.M.G., Colonial Secretary. 

H oNGKONG GENERAL CHA111BER OF Collt!IIERCE, 

HoNGKONG, 30th August, 1899. 

Sm,-Adverting to previous correspondence on the subject. of the 

system of rew:~rus obtn.ining in Saigon for the d isco\'et·y of smnggled opium 

on board steamers at·riving at that port, and refen ing to your let ter (No. 

812) of the 19th May last in which you state that Her Majesty 's Consul 
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bad been requested to make a representation tbereon to the French Author

ities, I am directed to ask whethet· any moJification of the system above 

mentioned has taken place as the r esult of s neh representations.-! ba\'e, 

&c., 
R. OHATTER'rON WILCOX, Secretary. 

To Hon. Cor.oNIAL SEcRETaRY. 

No. 1433. COLONIAL SECRET..I.RY1
S OFFICE, 

HoNGKONG, 31st August, 1899. 

Sm,-\Vith reference to your lettet· of yesterday's date and previous 

correspondence, I am directetl t.o inform you th<~t a. reply to my letter of 

the 17th May last has l •cen received from Her Britannic Majesty's 

Consul at Saigon, and that the matter has been referred to t.he Sect·et.ary 

of State for the Colonies for his consideration.-! have, &c., 

J. H. STF:W ART LOCKHART, Colonial Secretary. 

The Secretary to the CH.UIBER oF CoMMERCE. 

No. 2070. CoLONIAL SECRETARY's OFFICE, 

HoNGKONG, 29th November, 1899. 

SIR,-With reference to previt)llS conesponclence I a m directed to 

state for the information of your Oham bflr that the matter of the applica

tion of the law for the prevention of smuggling into Saigon has been 

represented to the Ft·e nch Government and is at present under its con-

sideration.-I have, &c., 

J. H. STEWART LOOKHART, Colonial Secrctm·y. 

The Secretary, CHAMBER OF CoMMERCE. 

HoNGKONG GENE&Ar, CHAJIIBE& oF Ooj\DfE.RCR, 

HoNGKONG, 29th November, 1899. 

Sm,-I heg to acknowleuge receipt of your letter (No. 2070) of even 

<late stating for the information of this Ohambet· that the matter of the 

application of the law for the prevention of sUJn~gling into Saigon hacl 

been representeu to the French Government and is now under its con

sideration.-! have, &c., 
R. CHATTERTON WILCOX, Secretary. 

Hon. J. H . STEWART LocKHAR.T, c.<~t.G., Colonial Secretary. 
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The Influx of Canton Subsidiary Coins into Hongkong. 

HoNGKONG, 19th May, 1899. 

Sm,-I am informed by numerous Chinese clients th:~t they are daily 

suffering serious loss through the enormous circulation in this Colony of 

Chinese subsidiary coins. Shops of repute which I dea.l with say they lose 

$200 per month and more, by having to receive these coins in retail at p:w, 

and when an accumulation of them takes place there is a loss of over 2 per 

cent. in exchanging them f<H' legal notes. 

It is not for me to stty how this strange position of affairs has been 

accomplished. r have beard that ibe Government of C;Lnton a.re prepared 

to issue tl1eir subsidiary coin 1tt a discount., bnt this could · hat·dly occur 

without a remonstrance from t.h e Hongkong Government, who must .know 

tha.t such a step was likely to result iu flooding Hougkong wit.h these 

token!' Ly unscrupulous Chinese dcsit·ous of making a profit. 

. The fact remains that ret1~il and small wholesale business in the place 

is considerably dislocated by the displacement of practically all the Hong

kong subsidiary coin fot· that of Kwangtung. 

The Chinese sh opkeepers say they cannot at present refuse the Chinese 

coin, and ask me what they can do hy W<ty of n. remedy. Possibly your 

Chamber might t11ke the matter in han<l and answet· th is question. 

If the Hongkong Govemment were to issue an authoritative notifica

tion that there are sufficient British s ul.Jsidim·y coins in stock for the cir· 

culation of the Colony, and that shopkeepe1·s need not accept Chinese coins, 

it might help to remedy matters.-! hav~, &c., 

J. GRANT SMITH. 

The Chairman, H oNGKONG CHA.MBE& OF CoMMERCE. 

HoNGKO~G GENERAL CHA.MBER OF CoMlltE&CE, 

HoNGKONG, 1st June, 1899. 

DEAR Sm,- Your letter of the 19th ult.imo calling attention to the 

loss caused t.o Chinese traders and storekeepers i11 being oblig-ed to recei,·e 

the subsidiary coins issued from the Cantlln Mint at p:1r while, owing to 

the excessive iufiu s: of this cunency, it is usually at a di~>count of over 2 

per cent., cnme before the Committee at. its mouthl.1· meet.ing on t.he 30t.h 
ultimo. 
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In reply, I am directed to inform you that the question had n.lready 

forced itself upvn the attention of the Committee; it W<l.B referred to by 
the Chairman at the annua.l meeting in April; and it will receive further 

consideration with a view to endeavouring to discover a 1·emedy.-I have, 

&c., 
R. CHATTERTON WILCOX, Secretary. 

J. GRANT SMITH, Esq. 

HoNoKoNo GENERAL CHAMBER oF CoMMERCE, 

HoNGKONG, 20th June, 1899. 

Sm,-Tbe Committee of this Chamber have for some time bad under 

consideration t.lle growing evil caused by the unchecked inflow into this 

Colony of subsidiary silver tokens issued from tbt.J Ctl.nton Mint. These coins 

arc supplied at 11. discount rHnging from l to 2! per cent. to speculators, 

who introduce them to the Colony, and, by the aid of Chinese shrofts, foree 

them into circulation, to the almost total exclusion of the legal subsidiary 

cut'l'encv (of which there is now a most ample supply), thereby practically 

exploiti:1g the colonialre\'cnue and causing serious loss and inconvenience 

to th~ inbaLitnnts. I am tbrrefore instructed to beg you to inform His 

Excellenry the Governor that this Ch:\mber conside-rs the evil has attained 

such dimensions as to call for an effective remedy, and that steps should at 

once be t:\ken to prevent the entry and circulation in the Colony of any 

foreign snl>sidiary coins. 

The Committee would he obligerl if you can furnish the Chamber with 

a copy of the 01'dinnnce recently passed in the Straits Settlet~ents to 

exclude the hp'a.nese silver yen from that Colony, and would hkE> to be 

informed what mcasmcs wet•e acloptecl to prevent the intt·odnction of the 

eoin there.-! have, &c., 

Hon. CoLONIAl. S ECRETARY. 

No. 1010. 

R. CHATTERTON WILCOX, Se01·eta ry. 

Cor.oNIAL SECRETARY's OFFICE, 

HoNGKONG, 30th June, 1899. 

SIR,-I am dh·ected to acknowledge the receipt of your letter of the 

20th instant on the subject of the unrestricted influx into this Colony of 

subsidiary coins issued by the Canton Mint, a.ncl to state that the matter 
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has been engaging the Governor's attention and that H is Excellency will 

he glad if the Chairman of the Cbambet· of Commerce will accrpt a place 

on a Commission which be proposes to appoint to enquire into the subject 

and make rcc0mmendations.- I have, &c., 

J. G. T. BUCKLE, p . Colonial Secretat·y. 

'fhe Secretary, OaA~tBEP. oF CoMMERCE. 

HoNaKONG GENERAL CHAMBER oF CoJIIJin;RcE, 

HoNaxoNo, 3ru July, 1899. 

S1a,-I Leg to acknowledge receipt of yvm· letter (No. 1010) of t he 

30th ult imo, info t·ming this Chamber that the q uestion of the subsidia,ry 

coinage, brought to its notice in the Chambel"s letter of the 20th ultimo; is 

undet· the r.onsiueration of the Government, and that the Governot· cou

terupla.tes the appoiutment of a Commission, on which H is Excellency 

hopes the Chairman of this Chamber will accept a seat. 

In reply to this invitatiou, I am desired to say that the Chairman will 

be pleased to serve on ;ucb Commission.-I have, &c., 

R. CHATTERTON WILCOX, Secretary. 

Hon. CoLONIAL SECRETARY. 

In the Govemment Gazette of 8th July, the following notifica.tion ap

peared:-

" His Excellency the Governor has been pleased to appoint tho 

"following to be Members of a Committee to inquire into anclrepot·t ou the 

"quest. ion of subsidiat·y coinage in the Colony, viz. :-

" The Hou. A. M. Tnoltsox, ( Colonial Treasmcr), Chair111au. 

" Sir THOMAS J ACKSON1 Knight. 

"The Hon. T. H. WHITEHEAD. 

''JOHN TUGRBUitN, E sq. 

" l{. ~I. GRAY, Esq., Chairman or the llougkoug General 
Chamber of Commerce." 

CoLONIAL SEcRETARY's 0Fl!'ICE, 

JIONGKON G, 25th July, 1899. 

SI.&,-With reference to previous correspondence on the &uuject of 

subsidiary coinage, I aw directed to tra.nsn1it to you for the informM-tiou 
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of the Chamuer of Commerce a copy of a report by the Committee ap

pointed by His Excellency the Govemor to enquire into the mattet·. 
Mr. Whitehead, who was also a member of the Committee, did not 

sign the report, but his views may be gathered from the enclosed copy of 

~~minute written by him on the original draft report.-! have, &c., 
J. H. STEW ART LOCKHART, Colonial Secretary. 

The Secretary, CHAliiDER oF CoMMERCE. 

Hongkong, July, 1899. 

Sir,-We have the honom· to report for His Excellency's information 

that we have discussed the question of Subsidiary Coinage and have passed 

the following resolutions, viz. :-
(l.) That an ample supply of Hougkong subsidiu.t·y coin be always 

kept in the Colony ; and (2) that, in view of the fact that Hongkoug sub

sidiary coin is the only legal teudet·, restriction o1· prohibition of the import 
of. subsidiary coin from the Canton Mint is unnecessary, and, in our 

opinion, impracticable.-:-We have, &c., 
A. l\I. Tuoltso:s. 

T. ,TAcKsoN. 

J. TnuRBUI~N. 
]{. M. GRAY. 

The llonoumblc The Colonial ~ccretary, &c. 

Ilongkoug, 18th July, 1 ~99 : 

Minute by Mr. Whitehead.-What is the weight and finene,;s of Can

ton coinage? If inferior, should any recommendation be m:tde? I agree 

to the Resolutions, but think we should go further. 
T. H. WHITEHEAD. 

HoNGKONG GENERAL CuumEit oF ColDlERCJ~, 
l:IONGKONG, 25th Jnly, 1899. 

Sm,-I beg to acknowledge receipt of your despatch of this dt\te, 

forwarding for the information of this Chamber a copy of the report by 
the Committee appointed by His Excell~:ncy the Governot· to inquire into 

the question of the subsidiary coinage, and which shall he laid at once 

before my Committee.-! have, &c , 
R. CHATTERTON WILCOX, Secretary. 

Hon. J. H. ST·EW AHT LvCKII.UtT, c.M.G., Colonial ~ccretary. 
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lioNGIWNG, lOth A ngnst, 1899. 

DEAl~ Sm,-"\Vith refet·ence to the Colonittl Secretary's letter ( 1204) 

of 25th ulto. to you ?'e the Report signed by four of the five members of 

the CommitLee appointed by His Exeellency the Governor to inquire into 
and repo1·t on the question of the unrestricted influx into this Colony of 

Subsidiary Coins issued by the Canton Mint, and more particularly to the 
concluding paragraph of the said letter, viz. :-

,, Mr. Whitehead, who was also a memhe1· of the Committee, 

did not sign the Report, but his views may be gathered from the 

enclosed copy of a minute written by 1im ·on the original d t·aft 

Report," 

I beg to enclose for t he information of the Ch amber a copy of my lett~r 
of 31st ulto. to the H onourable A. M . Thomsou, Chairman of the Com 
mittee on Questiou of Subsidiary Coinage, together with a copy of his reply. 

So fnr I have not received any furL her communicatiou from t he Government 

on the subject.-! have, &c., 

T. H. WHITEHEAD. 

R. C. WILcox, E sq., Secretary, HoNGKO~G GE~ERAL CnAlnllm o .F Co:u· 
:UElWE. 

1-IONGKOSG, 31st ,July, 1898. 

Dear Thomson,-In my let tet· of 15th inst., I said that I desired to be 

supplied with a memorandum showing the annual procluct.ions of subsidiarv 
coins, detailed, of the Canton Miut 1889 to 1898 inclusive. I f m·th;r 
asked for copies of the Ordinances and Orders-in-Council now in fon·c 

regulating legal tender money in the Colony, and, if possible, an estimate 

of the total amount of suusidia.ry eoins now in circnlation in the Colonv 
including Straits, Japt~nese, and Chinese pieces. . ' 

In your letter in reply you inform me that you b<td sent Lhese 

requests on to Government, but that you did not t.hink the answer would 
affect the report. 

So far I have received no a nswer to the above applicat.ions, and I shall 

be much obliged if you will kindly inform me why no answer has been 
furnished. I require same to enable me to send in a report. 
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In a minute dated 18th inst., to the draft report you then sent round l 

wrote:-"What is ~he weight and fineness of Canton coinage? If inferior, 

should any recommendation be made? I agree to the Resolution, but 
think we should go further"; but so far have received no reply to my 

r1ueries, and I am at a loss to understand the course of action which you 

have elected tv follow in the matter.-! have, &c., 

T. H. WHITEHEAD. 

Hon. A. M. Thomsou, Chairman, Committee on Question of ~ubsiuiary 

Coinage. 

Trensury, l st August, 1899. 

Dea.r WhiteheaJ,--I sent on all your requests to Go\'erument and will 

pass on your letter of yestet·tlay as a reminder. 

Four members of the Committee lmving been satisfied that the enquiry 

was complete, ant1 you having bad an opportunity of signing f.he Report, 

there was no option but to send it on.- I am, &c., 

A. M. THO~lSON. 

F 
Official Telegraph Code Vocabulary. 

SYDNEY CHAMBER OF CoMMERCE, 

SYDNEY, N.S.W., 8th March, 1899. 

DEAI~ Sm,- It having come to the kt~owledge of this Chamber that 

the International 'l'elegmph Authorities contemplate issuing their new 

"Official Vocabulary" without the words being numbered, my Committee 

have resolved that n strong protest be enLered against any "Vocabulary" 
iu which the words are not consecutively numbered, a.nJ to invite the eo· 
operation of other Chnm bers in sending similar protests to the Director at 

Berne. It will be readily apparent to your Chamber the many commercial 

advantages which a numLered Vocabulary would have for l1oth private aud 
figure code purposes, if the use of the words thet·eiu should be made com· 

pulsory for code messages. 

• 
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Many members of this Che>mber are also of opinion that in issuing a 

new Vocabulary the International Telegraph Autbot·ities should also issue 

a terminational order of words as a companion work, and I am to invite 

your views tbereon. A complete t.ermipational order of words would be of 
great assistance in deciphering mutilated words.-! have, &c., 

HENRY CHAS. MITCRET,L, Secretarv. 
The Secrctm·y, CnAMBEH Ok' CommrrcE, Hongkong. • 

Sydney Chamber of Commerce, 

Sydney, N.S.W., 8th March, 1899. 

Sir,-It baviug recently bceu brought to the knowledge of this 

Chamber that it is your intention to issue the proposed new "Official 

Vocabuh\ry" without consecutive numbering of t.he words therein, I am 

directeJ by the Committee to enter this Chamber's strongest protes t 
against the issue of any Vocabulary in which the w0rds nre not numbered. 

It must be readi ly apparent to you t.bnt an unnumbered Vocalmlar,v 
·will be of Lnt little commercial value, as compared with a numbered one, 

and as the commercial public will eventually have to pay the mn.jor portion 

of cost of the proposed work, they are entitled to the most perfect and 
useful form of issue. Excepting the absence of consecutive numbering of 

all words therein; yout· last issue-so far as it went-was in I\ decidedly 
acceptable fotm.-1 have, &c., 

HENRY CuAs. MrTcHELL, Secrctm·y. 

The Director, I nternational Telegraph Aclministrntion, Berne, Switzerla.nd. 

THE EASTERN ExTENSION A usT RAI.ASIA AND Cm:-~A 

T Er.EGRAPH Co:urANY, L n. 

THF: Gar:AT NoRTHERN TELEGRAPH CoMPANY 

OF CoPENHAGEN. 

HoNGKONG1 28th April , 1899. 

DEAR WrLCox,-Re the forthcoming Official Voca.hula.ry, I am son·y 

I have n0 information about tbe omission of the numbering. When writ
ing to the General Manager 1~t Singapore, I will ask l1im to give or obtain 
the information.-! have, &c., 

J. M. BECK. 
R. C. WILCox, Esq. 
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THE EAs TERN ExTENSioN AusTRALASIA AND CmNA 

TEL EGRAPH CO)!PANY, Lu. 
TnE GREAT N oRTIIERN TELEGRAPH COMPANY 

o F CoPENHAGEN. 

HoN~KOXG S TATION, l ·ith October, 1899. 

DEA.R SIR,-I regt·et that I have not been able to reply earlier to your 

enquiry of some months ago r egarding the question of numbering the 

words in the new Official Vocabulary. 

I now find that according to the Official Circulars Nos. 475 and 492 

issu!ld by the International Office at Berne (copies of which ba.ve only just 

reached me) it is very clear that it has been decidell to suppress the num

bering- of the words in the uew edition of the Official Vocabulary. The 

reasons for this are given in the accompanying extracts from the Circulars, 

which may also be of general interest to your Committee.-! have, &c., 

J . M. BECK, Acting Managet· in China. 

B •. CIIATTERTON Wn.cox, Ef'q., Secretary, HoNGKONG Gnn:nAT. CUA:\IBER 

oF Cmnn:ucE. 

Copy of Berne's Circular No. 47.5, 81·rl Septembn·, 1897. 

4. L e nnmcrotage serait supprimc. 

11 est de tout necessile qu'on auan<lonne !'application de ce systcme, 

si l'on veut faire disparaitrc dn Yocabulaire Offidel tons les s ignes essen

tiels d'un code. La suppression dn numerotage nons a ctc lll'Oposee par 

une Administration, sur le Msir funn el des editeurs et codemakers qui 

sont d'n.vis que le maintien dn numcrotage leur causera it de grands prcju. 

dices et cela., p rincipalemeut, parce qn'il ferait supposer que le nouveau 

vocn.bulaire puurrait continuer a servir de cod e, ce qui est absolument 

contraire aux intentions de la Conference. 

IJa suppression du numcrotage p rcsenterait enfin un grand avantage 

au point de vue economique. L ' insert ion da.ns le Voca.bnlaire Officiel des 

mots des codes et des vocabulaires privcs augment.erlL l~s dimensions de ce 

document dans cle trcs gmndes proportions. En maintena.nt le numerotage, 

!'augmentation du volume serait .:~u double dn vocaLulaire actuel, tandis 

que sa suppression pe1·mettrait d'.1jouter une colonne de plus par page et 

d e supprimer les hlancs reserves an baut de chaque page. 
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Suivant l'un ou l'autre cas, l e nouveau vocabulaire aurait, a r aison 

d'environ 650,000 roots, les dimensions approximativcs suivll.nt.s :-

Sans numerotage-1650 pages. 

A vec , 2000 ,. 

(Copy.) Circula ire N". 492. 

Vocahulaire Otficiel. 
BERNE, le 25 Octobre, 1898 . 

Monsieur le Directeur Generale,-IUlaboration de la nouvelle 

edition du Vocabulaire Officiel est aujourd'hui en pleine voie d'exccution 

et, a en juger d'apres le nombre des mots deja extr aits des diffet·ents codes 

et vocabulaires privcs, oe document atteindra certainement des proporti~ns 
tres considera.bles. 

Il convient, en consequence, de prendre des maintenant, les disposi. 

tions necessah·es pour son impression afin que les Adminis trations puissent 

le recevoir et en prendre connaissance avant la procbai n Conference I nter. 

nationale qui se r cunit'!l. a. Londrcs en 1901. 

Nous ne nous proposons pas d'adopter, pour la nouvelle edi tion, un 

format et des caractcres t rcs differents de ceux Je la prccedeute. Quant a. 
la distribution, l'espnce que la suppression d u nutncrotage rendra disponi. 

ble, sera affectc a. une sixicme colonne de mots et cbaque page contiendrn. 

400 lignes. 

A la Directeur Gem!ralo de~ Teh~graphes, Eastern Ex ten~ ion, a Singo.pore. 

HOJ'lGKONG GENERAL CHUIRER OF co~DfERcg, 

H o NGKONG, 16th October, 1899. 

DEAn Sm,-I have to acknowledge receipt of your letter of the 14th 

inst. replying to an inquiry by this Ch<tmbet· with regard to t.be question 

of numbering the words in the new Official Code Vocabulat·y, and to thank 

you, on behalf of my Committee, fen· t he t rouble. taken by you in the 

matter.-! am, &c., 

R. CHATTE RTON WILCOX, Sec1·etary. 

J . M. BECK, Esq., Actiug Managet·, The E. E. A. & C. Tclegt•apb Oo., Ld., 

The Great Northern Telegraph Co. 
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Cable Rates from India. 

THE CHA~UIER O!f CO)IMERCE, 

:MADRAS, 14th April, 1899. 

DEaR Sm,-1 beg to enclose copy of a letter addressed by this Chamber 

to the Government of India on the question of l'educing the telegraph 

tariff between India and Europe in the hope that you will afford your 

influential support in the matter.- Yonrs, &c., 

A. E. LA WSON, Secretary. 

The ~ecretary, CHA)JBF.n OF C?MMERCE, Hongkong. 

The Chamber of Commerce, 

:Mndrns, 25th March, 1899. 

Sir -In concluding its letter, dated the 25th J anuary, 1897, to the 

Madras' Government, communicating to this Chamber certain extracts 

from t.he Report of the Indian Delegates to the International Telegraph 

nonf~rence held at Buda-Pesth, the Government of India. stated that "it 
.~ tnatter of rrreat reoret to Government that some reduction was not 1s a ., o • • 

secured in t he rates on telegrams between India nnd Europe, but 1t IS 

hoped that the thorough discussion on ~he subject ~hat has ta~~n place 

will pave the way to reductions being obtamed at no dtstant date. . 
Since these words were wl"itten, more Lhan two years ago, nothmg has 

been done by the Telegmpb Companies concerned in the matter of a revi

sion of their rates. The time has therefore come, it would seem, for the 

Chambers of Comml!rcc in India, and the puulic generally, to again 

invite tbe co-opet·a.tiou of the Government of India, in a strenuous 
endeavour to seek relief from tbe exorbitant charges which are now levied. 

At "the Telegraph Conference at Buda-Pesth, the chief opponent to 

any reduction of the charges for telegt·aphing between India and Em·ope 

was tbe Eastern Telegraph Company, whose rept·esentatives st.ated that 

though the Co;npany was most anxious to meet the wishes of the Gove~·n
ment of India, it regr~tted it eould not, for financial reasons, agree to n sk 

the loss entailed by even a sixpenny reduction .without some guaran.teo 

an-ainst a diminution of r evenue. They further po,inted out that, lookmg 

e:pecially to the inadequacy · of its Reserve Fund, the financial position of 

the Company was not such as to justify its facing a loss of .£26,000 a year, 

which the stationary character of the traffic, and the negative results of a 
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similar reduct.ion made ten years previously, indi(!ated as a.lmost certain to 

ensue. The representa.tives also stated that the Company was on the verge 

of possible competition due to the laying of a Pacific cable, and advanced 

other l'easons which seemed to the Company t.o justify it in maintaining 

its l'ates at the present very high level. 

The Confet·euce was productive of eertaiu minor benefits so far as 

India is concerned, but this Chamber considers that adequate considera

tion was not given to the representations made by the Indian Delegates, 

and that the arguments advanced by the Eastern Telegraph Company were 

specious and ungenerous. The capital. of that Company is about 

.£7,300,000, but notwithstanding its magnitude it has beeu found possible 

to pay for each of the nine years to 1896-97 a dividend of 6t per ceup., 

while for 1897-98 the dividend was 7 per cent. As regards the General 

Reserve Fund, tbis stood at .£858,922 at the end of 1897-98 while the 

amount at credit of other special Funds brought the total sum in reserve 

up to the very considerable figure of .£1,160,188. The Ordinary stock of 

the Company stood at the same date at .£175, or 75 per cent. premium, while 

the 3l per cent. Preference stock was a.t 5 per cent. premium and the 

4 per cent. Debenture stock at 26 per cent. premium. From these figures 

it seems to this Chamber that the Company is now-if it. wus not before

well able to face a temporary loss by reducing its charges between India 

a.nd Europe, :md vice VB?'stl,. 

With regard to the guarantee against loss that was sougbt by the 

Eastern Company, the Chamber would have been glad if tbe Government 

of India bad been aula to give it, as it is firmly convinced of the ultimate 

financial success of a substantial reduction . of the charges. 'fhe effect of 

such a reduct,ion is seen in the C<Lse of the reduction made in the charges 

between England aud Australia in 1891, for the deYelopment of tra.ffic that 

followed was so hu·ge and so ra[Jid as to compens11te for the estimated loss 

of revenue in four years. The substantial reduction in tbe charges to 

South Africa bad a. similar result. Both cases would thus seem to justify 

the Government of India in guaranteeing the Indo-Europeau and Eastern 

Companies against any loss that might at first result from a re<lnc:tion. 

The following figures show that while the number of Im1ian me:;. 

sages has remained practically stationary since 1891-92, the Trans-Indian 

tnessnges have increased upwards of 57 per cent., while as regards the total 
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net value, the former show au increase of only £18,000, whereao the latter 

show an inct·ease of no less than £227,590 :- -

- ----- ----- ------ --
TOTALS. 

lNDlAN :\IESSAGl:S. TRA!"S·bDlAS :'lt£SSAGES. 

---·-----~-- I Number of YK\H. . i Nnmhe<· of1 'J'otul Net T oto! Net 
J Numbc•· of: Total !\et 

--·-· \ Wo~<ls. 1 
\ ' aluc. Wurlls. I \'ulne. \ Word•. V;~ Inc. 

··I d. l i •. \ d £ d. 

JB91·02 .. I 2,317,2!•0 \ 

£ £ ' . s. 
I 

360,097 u; \ {; 2,:?-!U,-228~ I 2S4,127 I 1 : 3 4,5S7,17Fl; 644,52~ 2 8 

.t~o2-93 .. I t,31D,o43 \ ~59,t,91 114. 8 2,329,715 292,907 i 1 I 3 4.649,458 6:.2,!99 1 11 
I ' 

1893·~LI 2,~84,673~ I 47U,091 17 [J 2,5S7,-~u8~ 329,947 l9 ' " 4,972,181:~ 7u;;,039 J l ti 8 

I ' 

1891-9S .. i ~.209,4·1f'i I 3!8,071 IU lJ 2,DlJ0,7lH~ ~ 308,236 9 6 f>,110,230! 71G,308 9 3 

.. 00-~ -- '"''""'! !J68,llfi ll 1 6 ~,606,220£ . 471,64l' 1. 10 I 2 5,054,7011 839,7<>7 10 8 
I ! 

l89G·U7 •• 2,2$f.249~ ,344,353 7 1 6 ~3,910,U:.S~ 1 515,434 )9 1 3 6,157,20~:1 85~,788 6 9 

18&7 .. {18 •• 2,oto,sont 378,218 11 10 3,928,3~li \ 512,017 \ 19 0 6,4&9,171 8~0,2~6 10 10 

The Chamber would also draw prominent attention to the anomaly of 

charging tbe sum of 4s. per word from England t.o India, and only 4s. 9d. 

from England to South Australia, or 9d. for the great distance between 

Ma.dras and the Australian Continent. If the Companies concerned can 

between them afford to carry a message all the way to Australia for 4s. 9cl., 

the Chamber submits that the E<~stem Telegraph Company and the Indo

Europe:nl Comptwy coulcl very well affor<.l to carry a mes~a.ge between 

Englauu and Iuclia for 2s. per word. 

The effect of the present very high rates has been to compel tile 1\ler

cautile Corumunity to make use of Codes for the comlcnsation of mc.>ssages. 

These Codes have probably attained the highest degree of perfe('tion that 

can be expected; hence no great expansion of tl·affic, under present cir

cumstances, is likely to ensue, irrespective, that is, of any exp<msion of 

trade. But with a 1·eduction of the charges between India and Europe, 

or even between India and England, and vice ve1·s(t, by one-half, the Cham

ber believes that the use of Codes would not he so universally and solely 

resorted to as at present- for that use is attended with several disadvantages, 

such as tho time occupied in codifying aud translating telc.>grams and the 

inelasticity of the Codes-and that the general public woul<l also resort 

much more largely to the cables than they can now afford to do. Iu these 

days it may well be said that business translations between distant portions 

of the Empire are carried on solely by means of the telegraph, and con· 
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sequeutly, anything that can be done to ch e·Lt'en that methud f · ' ' '" 0 COIUIDUlll· 

cation and so lessen the tax on the forei"'n trade of th + • t , . • " ' e coun.ry, 1s, tue 
Chambe~· cons1d.ers, a ma~te1· tu which the Government of I ndia may fairly 

be askeu to agam accord tts powerful support. 

If the Telegraph Companies remain obdumte, and decline to make 

substantial reductions, then the Cham"Ler would not be · a· d d . m 1spose t o a. • 

vocate the laylllg of anotltCI' independeut cable between I ndia and En...,land 

and to ask tile Government of India to guarantee the payment of it~eres~ 
on the capital outlay until such time as the Company that constructed it 

was able to show a surplus of reveu ue over expenditure exceedin..., the 

guarantee. But, for the present, the Chamber will do 110 more ~ban 
request the Government to give some guarantee against loss, as was do ne 

by the .Australian and South Afl'ican Governments with such marked 

success. 

In submitting this requ est, the Chamber does not feel that it can be 

charged with making an undue demand upon the resources of th is country. 

The Government of India, iu the t'<tse of the recent introduction of Imperia l 

peuny p~sta~e, ht\s admitted tile justice of extending State aid to postal 

commumcat10n, a.nd what holds good iu thn.t case, holds goods with equal 

force, the Chambet• submits, in tile equally, if not more, important <:ase of 
telegraphic COitllliUnication. 

The feeling of t~e Mercantile Community in respect uf the injustice 

~f t~1~ present exorb1t~nt ra tcs for telegrn.phing between India and Europe 
ts \ ety .strong aud Widespread, bu t the monopoly enjoyed by the present 

Co~pames has heeu proof against attack in the past. Consequeutlr ~wy 

actiOn .that the Governm e11t of India may a.gain take to effect a sub;t:\ntia.l 

red.uctlOn. of these charges-a111l t he.> Chamber earnest ly Lopes that such 

act10n Will be taken at au early date- will be widely and warmly ap
pl·eciated.-I have, &e., 

, S. R . T URNBULL, Chai rman. 
To the Secrotarv, Government of I uJiq 1> ' ·\r D ('f et . '· ) C 1 • ••• · • · · .cg,r:Lpus , a cntta. 

H oNGKONG GExE1tAL CnA:unrm OF Co)I MEHCE, 

HoNG K ONG, 2ntl J uue, 1899. 

.DEAR Sm,-I beg to acknowledge receipt of your letter of the 14th 
Aprtl enclosing copy of a despatch addressed to tue Government of India. 
on the quest' f . d · h ' ton o te ucmg t e Telegraph rates between I ndia and Europe, 
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and 1 ~~m directed to inform you, in reply, that the mattet· is receiving 
considera.tion by my Committee. In the meantime, your lett.or and enclo

sm·e have ueen published in the local papers for the informatio!l of this 

comruunity.-I am, &c., 
R. CHATTERTON WILCOX, Sect·etary. 

A. E. LowsoK, E:;q., Secretary, MADRAS CIIA)IBER Ok' CoMMERCE. 

CoLO:IIBO, 21st June, 1899. 

DEAR Sm,-I ha>e the honour to fot·ward a copy of a Resolution 

recently passed by this Chambet· in connection with a.uove, a,nd to draw 
yonr attention to the necessity for combineu action on the part of the 

Chamuers of Commerce of the East in this matter.-1 am, &c., 

R. W. DUNN, Secretary. 

The Secretary, CHA:IIBER Ok' co~mERCE, Hongkong. 

Copy of Resolution 1'Pferred to. 

"'l'hat this Chamber considers the time has now arriveu when the cost 

" of Cable Messages between Great Bdtain and the East should be reduced, 
"and they recommend thl~t combined action be taken in conjunction with 

"the Chambers of Commerce in India., the Straits and China, in order to 

"accomplish it." 

lloNGKOXG GENERAL CHA:IIBEit or·· CmDIBRCI<:, 

HoxGKOKG, 141h AuguM, 1899. 

Sm,- I beg tu acknowledge receipt of your letter of the 21st J uue, 

forwarding copy of a resolution recently passed by your Chamher iu ~o~
nection with t.he proposed reduction of cable rates between Great Bntam 
n,nJ the E ast. This was carefnlly considered by my Committee, and, at 

their meeting held on the lOth instant, some resolution;;;, copy of which is 
enclosed hertlin, were unanimously passed, and will be forwarded to tbe 
Govemment for transmission to the Secretary of State for the Colonies. 

Copies will also be sent to the Chambers of Commerce in the East.-1 am, 

&c., 
1{.. CHATTER TON WILCO X, Secretary. 

The Secretary, CEYLo:l! CHA:\IBER OF CoMJ.\lERCE. 
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HoNGKONG GENERAr. CHAi\IBER OF CommncF., 

HoNGKONG, 14th Angnst, 1899. 

Sm,-1 am instructed to transmit to you copy of resolutions on the 

subject of the reduction of Telegraph Rates from the East to Europe 

unanimously passed by the Committee cf this Chamber at their monthly 
meeting on the lOth instant, and to beg that His Excellency the Governor 

will be good enough to forward the same to the Right Honoumble the 
Secretary of State for the Colonies.-! have, &c., 

R. CHATTERTON WILCOX, Secretary. 

Hon. J. H. Sn:wA'n LoCKHART, c.M.G., Colonial Secretn.ry. 

Resolutions. 

This Chambet·, having been asked to a.ccord its support to the effort 

now being made by Chambers of Commerce in India and other Eastern 
countries to secure a reduction in the cost of telegrams between the East 

and Great Britain, is heartily in sympathy with the movement, 1tml hereby 

records the following resolutions:-

1.- That the rate from India to Great Bt·itain, which is now 
4s. per word, is excessive and admits of substantial reduetion; 

2.-That the Chamber is of opinion that a reduction of the 
tariff would be followed by a sensible increase in t he tt·affic, and 

that, if thore is any hesitation on this account, the Government 

should, as was done in the case of the Austl'alian Colonies, give 

the Telegraph Companies a limited guarantee against loss of 
revenue. 

3.-That the principle of cheap telegrams should follow tl•e 

concession of a penny post, as it is certain to prove a powerful 

factor in promoting trade with the :Mothet· Coun try ; and that, so 

soon as the time seems ripe, an ali-British l ine should he con

stt·ucted between the U nitecl Kingdom an cl its g•·eat colonies an.l 
depenuencies, either by laying a cable the whole distance, touch

ing only at British ports, or by completion of the existing land 
lines. 
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HoNGKONG GENERAl. CnA::IIBEr( oF CoMMJo:RCE, 

HoNGKONG, 16th August, 1899. 

SIR,-1 beg to forward herewith copy of resolutions, dealing with tbe 

question of the reduction of Telegraph Rates from Indi1t to Europe, which 

were unanimously adopted by the General Committee of this Chamber at 

a. meeting held on the lOth instant.-1 have, &c., 
R. CHATTERTON WILCOX, Secretary. 

The Secretary, MAnRAS CHA)lBER OF co~numcE. 

[He1·ejollow the Resolutions p1·inted above.] 

On tl1e 19th August, the r esolutions, with circular covering letter, 

we1·e likewise addressed to the Madras, Bombay, Bengal, Rangoon, Penang, 

Sin"!l.l)ore Canton, Amov, Foochow, Shanghai, Chinkiang, Hankow, Tient-
o , • 

sin, Kobe, Yokohama, Liverpool, London, Birmingham, Manchester, 

Southampton, Glasgow, Edinburgh, Dublin, Cardiff, Sydney, Melbourne, 

Brisbane, Adelaide, and Duncrlin Chambers of Commerce. 

No. 1341. Coi.o~IAL SEcRETARY's OFFICE, 

HoNGKONG, 21st August, 1899. 

SIR,-In reply to your letters of the 14th and 15th instant, I am 

directed to inform you that copies of Lhe correspondence have been sent to 

the Secretary of State for the Colonies. - ! have, &c., 
J. H. STEW ART IJOCKHART, Colonial Secretary. 

The Seere tary, CnA~rmm Ot' CmniF.RC F. . 

YoKOHA1IA FoRETG~ CnA1IBF.R Ol' Co~niERCE, 

Y oKOUA>rA, 24th Angn~t, 1899. 

SIR,-1 have to acknowledge receipt of your lette1· of August 15th, 

containing n. copy of the resolntions passed by the Committee of t.he Hong-

1wn" Chamber dealin" with the question of the r eduction of Telegraph 
0 0 

Rates from India to Europe, a!Hl t0 say that t l1e same sb;t\l be placcrl before 

the Committee of !.his Chll.mher in dne course.- 1 lu~ve, &c., 
J. G. BEALE, Secreta.r.v. 

R. CHATTEHTO:o\ WlLCOX , I·:;<q., Scr>retnry, IloNI.KON G Gl<:NERAT. CHA)IHER 

OF CO:\DIF.RCE. 
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A1rov GI·:xrmAL CHAllBER Ol•' C olDIERCF., . 

A)IOY, 31st August, 1899. 

Srn.,~I beg to acknowledge receipt of yont· communication dated 16th 

instan~, handing me copy of resolutions dealing with the question of the 
reductwn of Teler-mr)h Rates from Ind1",., to E . h" 1 · o "' m ope, w w 1 were unanr-
~ously adopted by the Genet·al Committee of your Chamber on the lOth 

mst~nt, and I am directed to inform you tlutt these resolutions are most 

cordtally endorsed by this Chamber.--I am, &c., 

' J . . T. DUNNE, Sr.cretary. 
fhe Secretary, liONGKOXG GENERAL CHA::IlnEn OF CoMliEncg. 

CnAl!BER o~· Co)nmncE, 

SnwaPORE, 31st Angnst, 1899. , 

SIR,-I have to acknowledge the receipt of your letter of 16th instant 

forwarding copy of yonr Chamber's Resolution on the question of tl 
1 

reduction of 'felegrapb Rates from India to Europe, which my Committ;: 
have perused with interest.-! have, &c., 

AfJEX. J. GUNN, Secretarv. 
R. CHA'fTER'fON WrLcox, Esq., Secretary, HONGKO~G GRNERAT. Cn~~llmR 

OF COlDIJ.:RCE, llono·korw 
:-, t')' 

No. 1372. SHANGHAI GENERAL CHA~InER OF CoJIMERCE, 

SHANGHAI, 6th September, 1899. 

. DEAR 81~,-I have to acknowledge the receipt of yom favour of l Oth 

ultimo, covermg Resolutions that ba.ve been passed by yout· Chamber in 

favour o.f a red~ction of Telegraphic Rates between Em·ope and the Far 

East, w~th wluch this Chamber is in entire sympathy, and I 1un directed 

by my Committee to as~ what course your Chamber intends to t.1.ke to 

ca.;·ry into effect the Resolutions ylJu have passed, and in what way this 
Chamber can assist vou.- I am &c .. , ., 

R 
, DRUMMOND HAY, Secreta.ry. 

· CHAT'fERTON WILcox, Esq., s t C • ecre ary, IIAllnJm Ok' ColDIERCE, Hon!!-
kong. ~ 

HoNG KONG GENERAL CHAJIBER OF Co~nmncF., 
HoNGKONG, 14th September, 1899. 

Sm,-In reply to your letter of the 6th instant in reference to tl e 
resolution d b . ' 

1 

E . s passe Y my Comm1ttee on the Cable Rates from the Ea.st to 
urope m which you ask what course this Chamber intends to take to 
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carry into effect those resolu tions, and bow your Chamber ca.n a.ssist therein, 

I am directed to say that the resolutions have been widely circulated, that 

they have been addressed to the Secr etary of State for the Colonies, and 

were passec1 with a. view merely of bacldng up somewhat simila.t· expression~ 
of opinion recorded by the Ceylon and Indian Chambers of Commerce. 

It is, however, the intention of this Chamber to proceed furthet· in the 

matter luter on, when an atterupt will be made to secure a reduction in the 

rates charged for telegrams from Hougkong to Europe, aud. a copy -of those 

resolutions will ho forwarded to your Chamber when passed.-! am, &c •. , 

R. CHATTERTON WILCOX, Secretary. 

Dm;~nto::w H .\Y, E~q., Secretm·y, SnANCIT .\1 GENERAL CnAMBEJt OF Co)r

MERCE. 

T1n: LnxnoN CnA~IBER OF CO)IMERC~:, lNCORPORATED, 

BoTOT.PH Hous~;. EAsTcn.:AJ', LoNDON, E.C., 
19th Septemher, l ~99. 

DEAR Sm,-1 lHt\'e the pleasure to acknowledge, with thanks, receipt. 

of yom eircul:w letter of the 16th August lttst., with copy of resolnt.ions 

p:~ssl!•l by your General Committee on the above m:tt ter. 'fhese I will 

bring before the members of t.he East India a.n!l China Trade Section of 

tl1is Chatnber at their next meeting.-Yours, &c., 

KENRIO B. MURRAY, Sec1·eta.ry. 

The Seeretu.ry, llmF:KONf: G EX tmAT. Cn ,nna: t: or C'o~D!EP.CE, llongkoug, 

Chilta. 

A nELAITW CHA)IIIER OF co~DIF.Jtf':F., INCOUPORAT ~: J>, 
AD ELAJDr:, Hith September, 1899. 

DBAR Sm,- I lJeg to acknowledge receipt of your letter of the 16th 

August., with respect to the proposed rellnetion in telegraph rates from 

India t o En rope.-Yours, &c., 
J. CRESSWELI,, Secretary. 

The Rrr·ret:n~·, HoNG IWXfl GF.XERAI. CnAMRRR OF co~ortmcr:: , Hongkotl g; . 
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BIW>UA:\'E Cli.UI B~: It OF C<nJ~IEJt .. ~: , 

DmsBANE, 4th Octohcr 1 89~ 

D EAR Sm -1·1 rep! t . ' · 
l , ' .V 0 ~·out· IJit'Cilli\ 1' letter uate<l the 16tl A " 

re 'Ielegraph Rates fl'Om India. to Euro ~ I . l . u,ust, 
sympathy of this Chamber w'th th p , am uesu·ed to express the 

J . e movement, and to point t h 
a.re at pt·esent concenti':tt in" out· end . ' . . ou t at we 
the Pacific Cn.blu with a sim~at· ol. te:n o~u; to obta.m the construction of 

JJeC lll VIeW .-1 am, &c., 

The Secretary, n . , . . S. HOvVARD, Secretarv. 
01\lTh.O~li G~-::>EJUL C ILULH EH (H' co~I:UER('I' fl .k · ·,, ong ·uug. 

:a: 
Cable Rates from the Far East to Europe. 

HONGKONG GENEHAL CUAMil ER OF Co~IliERCE, 
HoNGlWNG, 51h Oetober 1899 

Sr&,-1 am instructeu to st t tl t . ' ' 
the Committee of this Cha. b a e . IlL ' at then· meetiug on the 3n1 inst., 
the sub. ect of th 'm. er mmmmously adopted a se t of resolutions ou 

J e present btgh mtes cha.r"eu bv Ll 'l' I 
for the transmission of ' , L o • w e egmph Companies 

nes~;ages etweeu the Far East u E 
of which are enclosed herewith. . an urope, copies 

'l'he Committee will be oulineJ if lf' . E ll 
lte good enouah to f . . ·1 . o liS xce tJncy Lhe Goveruu J' will 
tl S o OJ waJC a copy of these resolntious to the Right HoiJ. 

le ecretary of State for the Colonies.- ! have, &c., 

R CHA'l"l'EltTON '\VILCOX' S t J H , ecre a ry 
• • STEW ART LocK HART C . ,.. · ' c.li!.G., olomal i:iecretar\' .. 

lWilolve<l-

1. This Coutw't•· h · 1 . ec, avtu" car •f 11 ·a au<l the rates cl . '<Y , ., L o ' e u y consx. ered the cost of telegraphy 
Ja L.,tu etweeu the Few E-tst. d E 

opinion that the . t' . . , . an m ope, are strongly of 
exts tug Tn.nff IS needlessly h'"h d 

that expansion o{ b . h' h . lo au tends to vrevent 
usmess w tc Wlth " l'eater f 'l't' 

would inevt'tubl t k 1 • o . aCI I tes of communication 
.. Y a ·e p ace. • 
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2. 'l'he rate charged betwet>n London and Hongkong is relatively 

much higher than that ruling for many other couutries, as the following 

figures will show :-
Distance (miles) . 'J'ar~ff: Count1y. 

s. d. 

South Australia ................................. 12,000 4.9 
Hongkong ... ...... ... ...... ......... .... ..... ... 9,800 5.6 

Cypt·us ... . .. ... .. . ... ...... ... ... ... ... ... ...... ... 3,000 6! 

Malta ... ... ... ... .. . ... ... ... .. . .. . ... ...... ... ... ... 2,280 4 
San Francisco ...... .... .. ...... ... ... . .. ... ... G,OOO 1.6 

'!'his list does not exhaust the comparisons, but those giveu will suffice 

to indicate the very great. differences existing. Thus, while South Australia 

is mor~ than two thousand miles furtller distant from London than Hong· 

kong, the rate thither is fld. per word less, while Cyprus, which is nearly 

one-thh·cl the dista.nco from England, enjoys n rate about equal to one

tenth of that of the tariff to Hongkong. Malta, which is over two 

thousand miles distant from England, pays even less, the rate being only 

4cl. per word. The tariff to San Francisco is also proportionately much 

lowel'. 

3. Making all due allowances for Jlll·ymenLs for messctges passing over 

sections of foreign lines, there can be no room fot· doubt that the Telegraph 

Companies could considerably reduce the exist.ing rat(!S, and there is as 

little doubt that the increased traffic would in great measm·c, if not entirely, 

make up for the diminished profit on tl1e messagP.s. 

4. This Committee are further strongly of opinion that , if necessary 

to reauce the cost of telegraphing, the Telegraph Companies should COlll· 

bine to 1nake more use of existing land lines, over which, S<We in exceptional 

cases, they woulll be allowed to transmit messa.ges at low rat.es, as is now 

done, for example, between London and Constantinople. If telegrams can 

be despat ched in A us tralia over a distance of three thousand miles for a 

penny a word, the same thing can surely be done in other more thickly 

populated countries. 
5. The time has uow arrived when substant ial r eductions must be 

made in the telegraph tariff~, or an effort will have to be made to destroy 

the monopoly which at pt•esent works inimically to the interests of trade 
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in the F ar East; and t his Chamber will be re . . . . . 
having for its object th e pm·chasc by tbe Il p .~·~l~d to JOIU a movement 
connectin"' the tl · . npel l<l· overnment of all e:u.bles 

o ou . ymg sections of the British E m i ., 
reasonable r ate with' th . 1_ P lll, to the end tbat a 

• m e 1 eacu cf !Lll may be b t' 
almost prohibitive charge. ' su s Jtuted for the present 

HoNGI\ONG GENEI~AL C u .-ntBER 01<' CmmERc~:, 

HoxGIWXG, 5th October, 1899. 

Sm,-I beg leave to hand you for the inf . 
your Companies, t wo copies of a ::;;t of r 1 t ' ormatw n of the D il·ectors of 

. eso u ·IOns adopted at th . hl 
meehn"' on the 3rd inst 0 th C . ' en· mout y 

0 • Y e ommtttee of this Cb 1 · · 
to the tariff of rates now rul' ·~ f; . t 1 am ;er m refer~nce 
Europe. tno Ol e egrams between the ] 'ar E ast a.nu 

I am instructed to invite attention to the . . 
in regard to tele..,.raphic . . general tendency of opinion 

o commumcatlon the det . . 
evinced to lay cables betwe tl U . ' ermmatwn now being 

en le mted States and th F E b 
Canada and Australh ·md •· t . C e •ar ast , ctween • ' , ue ween a.nada and E t A . 
r.a.nnot be far distan t when cable 'll b I . as ern sta. Tlle time 

s WI e a td across the Pacific 
would now be a graceful and l't' . , uncl what 

d 
. . po l I C concession would later· l 

uctwu necessthtt.ed by compet it ion. on "Je a re-

. A su~stantial reduction of rates would mo;;t assureJI be 
an unmedmte a nd most substa.ntial increase of t r ffi .Y d followed hy 
time this mi O'ht not l>rove 't I : a c, an though for a 

o qm e so ucmtlvc a,s u d . th 
polist rates it would soon . Id . ' n er e present mono-

yw s;~ttsfactory profits I 
evident that if the workino of . ..1 . . .. . n any case, it is 

. o ocean eau es IS to continue in th b 1 
commercial comp;~uies a mod itic·Ltio f . . e ants of • T . • n o the esist.lng charges is essential. 

rustmg that your Companies will h . . . 
as their policy to mo ve with th t' see t ltt lt ts theu interest as well 
mercial public th e tmes, and place in the reach of the com-

e means of spe<.·dy 0011111 . t' 
practicable for all to mak f . I umca IOn at a rate renderil.lg it 

' c use o tt,-I am, &c., 

R. CHATTERTON ¥ ' I IC 

J M 
n ·• ' OX Secret··1·y 

• ul':CK E A · ' '" · 
• ' ' 8 '1 ·• ctmg Mana()'er 

E ' " ' ' ' E. A. & C. Telegraph Co., Ld., 
G reat N m·thern Telegraph Co. 
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I-loNGKONG GENERAL CH.HIBElt OF Cmnnmc~:, 

Ho~GKONG, 6th October, 11399. 

Sm,-1 beg to enclose herewith copy of a. set of resolutions umwi

mously adopted at •~ meeting of the Committee of this Chamber held ou 

t be 3rd iustant. 
This Chamber confidently appeals to you for support in the effort to 

induce the 'relegt·aph Companies to effect a reduction in the rates now 

charged, which may justly be reganled as a.u obstruction to the develop-

ment of trade.-I am, &c., 
H.. CHATTERTON WILCOX, Secretary. 

'rhe Secretary, Shanghai Chamber of Commerce. 

[Here follow the Resolutiuns as publisheu above, athLo::hed to letter 

to Hongkoug Go"erument.] 

Identical letters were also, on the SltlUe uate, lLddressed to tue Cham

\,crs of Corumerre at Canton, Amoy, Foochow, Chinkiang, Tieutsin, Hiogo, 

Yokobama, Singapore, Ceylon (Colombo), R:1ngoon, :Madras, Bombay, 

Bengal (Cah:ut ta), Manila, London, Liverpool, Manchester, Birmingham, 

Hull, New<:asUe-upon-Tyne, South:unpton, Cardiff, Glasgow, EdinLurgh, 

Aberdeen, Dublin, Belfast, New York, San l<,ra.ncisco, Sea.ttle, Tacoma, 

Chicago, 'fcn-onlo, Montreal, Vn.ncouver, Sydney, Melbourne, Brisbane, 

Adelu.ide, H obart·, P erth, Auckland, aud Dunedi11, N.Z. 

~o. 17·1H. 
CoLONIAL SECRETARY' s On'ICE, 

HoNGKO~W, 11th October, 1899. 

Sm,- I am directed to sta.ttl for the information of your Chambel' tbaL 

a copy of your letter of the 5th instant, enclosing 1·esolutiou 011 the subject 

of telegraph rates, will be trausmitt(:d to the Secretary of State for the 

Colonies by next mail.-1 have, &c., 

J. H. STEW ART LOCKHART, Colonial Secretary. 

The Sect·etary, CHAMBER oF CoMMERCE. 
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Tu E EAsTERN ExTENSION .AusTRALASIA 

AND CmNA T EI .EGRAPII Co LI> T G ., . 
UE REAT NonTIIY.: rtN TELEGRAP n C o l ii'ANY 

oF C o P ENHAGEN. 

HONGKONG S T ATION, 

Hongkong, 12th October, 1899 

.SIR,-! beg to acknowletlge receipt of your letter da ted the 5t l . . t 
deahn<> "th d 1 · • · ' 1 ms ·· 

o wl ' 1\ll enc osmg your Committee's resolut ion s on the sub"ect 
of, cable rates be tween the Far East a 1 E J . • ne urope. 

Copies of these communications are beina sent to the Comr)at . 'n· 
tors who will I . " ' 11es n·ec-

' ' am sure, give the matter every attention.-! •· am, ,,..c., 

• J. M. BECK, Act ing Manager in China . 
'I he Secretary, HoNGKONG CHAlU:ER OF Comm ncE. , • 

Allror GENERAL CHA)tnEit OF Colon:ncE 

A~IOY, 12th October, 1899. ' 

S~n,--1 beg- to <tcknowledge receipt of vour letter of 6th . • 
enclostn"' copy f f • 1ns"ant. 

. o o a set o resolutions adopted by your Cha.mb •r tl 
snhJect of the high ra.t.es charged by the T elearapb ('o . e on . l C 

'I
'h" o ' mpam es. 

IS Chamber is in entire accord w"th , . . . 1 J oat views and Wlll cord iall 
support any movement that you may in"f t h . . . y f • • 1 Ia e a.vmg as Jt.S ObJP.d lt t•educ-
1011 m t;be rn.tcs now charged for teleamms.- 1 & . "' am, c., 

T . . , J. J . DUNNE,. Secreta1·,· . 

be Secretary, lloNGI~O!\G GEXEUAL CHA)JBER OF C . , ' , J · Q)D!EhC f .. 

F oocnow GENERAL C ut\)JBFR OF C , • · ' OMMERCE, 

1' oocHo,r , 2 1st October, 1899. 

DEAR Sm, -I am desired by the Committee of this Cl , 1 . t k 
led"'e the . · t . Jam Jet o ac ·now. 
th o JeceJt~ of your pnnted communication of the 6th October w"tl 

anks, and to mform vou th t th h . ' 1 1 vom· Cl· b h • a ey eartJly endorse the sentiments which 
. 1 Jam er as so ably embodied in t he several resolutions you ha 
reso ved to ador>t . . . ve . m connectwn With Cable R« tes betwem~ T h Fl . E 
Em·ope. e m ast and 

witl The.hv furthe t• beg to express the hope that your endeavours will mPet 
. l sue success as t.be obJ" ect deserves -I & . am, c., 

The S JOSEPH PH.ILLIPS, Secrctarv. 
ecretnn· 1-IoNGK G • • ' . , . ONG ENERAI. CnA~IB~:R o r;' ColniT' " CI·' H k · ·" · ., oug ·ong. 
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CH.DIBEr. OF Co::\DJERCE, 

SINGAPORE, ~3rd October, 1899. 

]- led Ye the receipt of your lettel' of 6th 
DEAR StR,- l have t.o ac ,now g . .3 b ur 

. f t of Resolutions unannuonsly adopten y yo 
instl~nt enclosmg copy o a se 

Committee on 3rd instant. . . 
b ·' th the effort to ubta.m a sul•-

2. This Chamber is in fullest sympat y m d 
1 1 Committee have alrel\ Y (on 

st.ant.ial reductiou in present rates, an~ n y h have aareed to represent 
19th June) addressed the London Cham er, w o ' ' "' 

this Chamber in the matter.-Yours, &c., 

ALEX .• T. GUNN, Secre tary. 
G F.RAl CHAMBER 

R. CHATTERTON WtLCOX, Esq., Secretary, HoNGKONG EN . . 

OF Co~DIERCE, Hongkong. 

SHANGHAI GENERAL CHAamgn OF CoMMERCE, 

SHANGHAI, 27th October, 1899. 

D Sm - I have to acknowledge the receipt of your letter of 6th 
EA.R ' . ) d b vour .Chamber in reference 

0 t 1 er coverin"' the Resolutwns ad or te y • b. h 
c o J • , f C bl Rates between the Far Eaf?t and Europe, w !C 

to a reductwu 0 a 0 d b fully 
. Committee at their meeting yester ay, w o. 

were snhnntt.ed to my · the excessive rates 
'th the Resolutions you have passed showlng . f 

agree WJ 0 · ttee are desll'ous o 
charetecl. • I have to inform you that my ommi . . . 

uow " . ' bl but the'' are not m a positiOn as a 
t. u m any wav poss1 e, J 

suppor mg Y0 
' • 1 . N 5 but t hey will be 

I . t 1Jodv of adopt.in<• vonr Re so ut IOn o. ' 
cosmopo 1 an . "' • Oh u nuy take -
pleased to be advised of any future action your am er I • 

I am, &c., 
DHU1[MOND HAY, Secretary. 

s t CHA~lBER 0 1<' CO)D!RRCE, R. CHATTERTON \VrLcox, E~q., ecrc :~ry . . • 

Hongkong. 

M.\NIT.A CnAl!BER 01<' co~nn:RCE, 

Anlongne No. 8, 

:MA~ILA, 4th November, 1899. 

. : t d circular dated 6th S - I be(l' to aclmowledg~;~ Jeceipt of your pnn e 
• I &, a· o C·ll)\•> RJt.es hetwet"n the Far En.st n.nd Emope. 

nltnno regar mg ' · ' ' 
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This communication was laid before the Committee of the Manila 

Chamber of Commerce yesterday, and I was instructed to thank you for 

same and t o express t he sympathy of the Com mit tee with the first four of 

the resolutions adopted by your Commit tee, whilst they are unable to 

associate themselves with the las t resolution.- I am, &c. , 

R. C.ALDER SMITH, Secretary. 

R. C. WILcox, Esq., Secl'e tary, t he CH.uxmm OF Col\DmRCE, Hongkong. 

1'HE CnA~IBER OF Cmn mncE, 

Bo~m.u, 26th October, 1899. 

DEA.R Sm,- 1 am directed to acknowledge the receipt of your lett~r of 

the 6th instant accompanied by a copy of a Resolution adopted by your 

Chamber on the subject of the present charges for telegrams to Europe. 

I am further instructed to forwat·d, for the information of your Com

mittee, copies of two letters (dated 9th March aud 28th April respectively) 

addressed by this Chambet· t o the Bombay Govemment in the matter. I 

am to aJd that the Chambe1• was engaged in correspondence with nU the 

other Indian Chambers on the subject ~ ith a view to concerted act ion.
Yours, &c., 

FRED. NOEL P AT O.N, Secretary. 
The Secretary, CuAliB~:n OF CommiteE, Hongkong. 

Chamber of Commerce, 

Bombay, 9th March, 1899. 

Sir,-The principle of State aiel to communication between parts of 

the Empire having recently t•eceived definite sttnction from the institut ion 

of an Imperial penny postage, I am directed by the Committee of the 

Bombay Chamber of Commerce to renew the representat ions made to 

Government upon the subject of the I ndo-E uropean telegraphs. 

2. If there were not, associated with the quest ion of telegraphs, con

siderat ions foreign t o the theory of posts, the official admission of the 

prinriple in regard to the latt er might seem t o remove all neecl of more 

than a simple request fM the pract ical pt·osecution of that principle. For 

it is now an axio m that :1n E mpire so dispersed as that of Br itu.in can best 

mitigate t he evils o\ dispersion by cl~veloping its means of communicat ion. 
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. l iven to schemes designed to pro-

3. Official support is ungrudgmg y Eg l' .1 peoples and their subject 
· t nee of the ng IS 1 

mote the better acquam a . l by the persons who for 
. I . d t pro..,.ress has been maL e 

races. But htt e evt en "' t. e mutual under!'tanding can be 
h · ted out that no ru . 

fifteen yeu.rs ave pom h ll h e removed the cable monopohes 
·1 tb Government s a av 

:Lttainecl uutt e £ , ·t of the Empire from 
t d b . the inhabitant o . one p.u . 

which at presen e ar . th acts aml circumsta.nces of 
timely and sufficient information respectmg :b. at the other side of the 
the persons with whom he is invited to sympa tse ' 

world. . lt to measure the malign effects 
4. While it is unfortunately dtfficu . . . of mere civil rela-

. . bTt' upon the progtess 
wrought by telegraphiC d1sa 1 1 tes deuce had the honour to 

. Ch b . h in previous correspon . d 
tions, thts am er as d f . teleO'r<tJ>hy bet.weell Indta an 

b't t cbar..,.es ma e oi "' 
show that the exor 1 an o f . t .. de. of the dependency a tax 

. on the orewn U 1 

the mother country tropose up o 1 . ly be added that such 
half per cent. It neeL sc.trce 

of one-quarter to one- . ttm gross rn·ofi.ts of that 
. t both to the maxnn . a burden is disproportwna e . 

h t al cost of the servtee. 
trade and to t e ae u, . d t' of tariff has been 

. 1 t 23 ears no effective re ur wn ' 
5. Durmg the as Y . E e . f or the trivial gold 

f t 1 ·ams from lnlha to urop ' 
made in respect o e egt ll the f·\ ll of silver. Yet 

. b . ore than couutP.rbalancel 'Y . ' 
reduction has een m 1 . the science and cbeapen-

t . des have been nut< e m , 
in this periOll enormous s n ' I 1' to Shan"'hai has been 

t r woru fro Ill m ta ' 0 

iug of electrical art. The ra e pe 1 14 I) ~ t })resent . That to J apan 
1 0 · 1896 to Rs. - -- " 

reduced from Rs. 5-l - m R ,.. 14 0 t o R s. 3-7-0. The 
· d been reduced from ·:~os. '- '-

has in the same peno . . 1 ' llin"' The only lines 
l d t Amen ra ts ones J l o· 

char"'e per word from Eng an o . 1 1 d from the full benefit of 
o b' h tl e pubhc arc exc ut e 

of connection upon w 1C 1 re a l>pareutl V those lines 
f the resultant economy a ' ' . 

those improvements or o . h . 1 ess of rates is of !.'special 
on which, as they bind the Emptre to get et ' own 

importance. f •ommercial interests 
6. In V·t·' W of the preponderant impor tance o c b . s 

V d . ·ew of the o vtou cl th mmuuitv ltll m Vt 
both to the State an to . e eo h • : ress so severely upon trade 

h h •()'es which can be s own ° P . . b 
inference t at c aro b ,. aoin"' consideratwns m t e 

t cl pt'OO'ress t e ,ore, o 
and industry must re ar o ' l. . t' fv lt prompt and 

'tt ould by themse ves JUS l • ' 
opinion of my Commt ee w t b Government of the cable 

t . 1d developmen Y 
courageous assump ton at . of the Postmaster-

. cl ri ..,.0 rous exerctse 
routes for behoof of the nation, an a " 
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General's prerogat ive in respect of landing righ ts to compel a red uct ion 

of the Iudo-EU!·opean rates t o something l ike sixpence per word. T hat 

sum rP-present s the aggregate of the charges over the various sP.ctions of 

the Indo-Russo-German rout.!.', plus an estimate for the inten-eniug nu

cabled territory . 

'1. The Goveruments controll ing th e foreign sections of that. route 

manifest a dist inctive comprehension of the impor tance of cheap interna} 

communicat ion. Their rates are accordingly low ; and i ~ would probably 

be necessary to llllow some enhancemen t as profit to those Governments 

upon alien messages in tmnsit. But t he Governments in question would 

be quick to see iu the access of all the I ndian telegraph traffic a means 

towards saving in thei r own service, and to recognise a source of proiit in 

the continuous increase of volume which would, as t h is Chamber has so 

often contended, be inuuced by lowness of rates. 'r he actual charge to 

the Indian customer would therefore probably be very little above the said 

ideal sum of sixpence per word; and it has been shown by experts tha t a t 

a shilling a word the service would be not only solvent but profi table. The 

trivial reductions hitherto made in the charges have been largely illusory 

and wholly incapable of inducing any considerable expansion of t raffic; 

but the four-per-cent . falling off in the "Private and Commer cial " t raffic 

recorded in the new Report of the Iudo-European Department leaves no 

doubt as to what must bfl the ultimate effect Qf the present policy. A 
four-shilling rate not only shuts out a ll mere private customers, but drives 

commerce to the exer cise of ingenu ity in the elaboration of word-saving 
codes. 

8. I am further to submit that under modern conditions it is uecess!U'J 

that Impet·ial communicat-ions should be no t only perfected but safe

gua•·ded. More than one incident in recent years has brough t out the facts 

that cont ingencies may rapidly ar ise in which na t ional salva t ion will depend 

upon our communic~ttio ns, and that these 111<\Y be rendered useless in an 

hour by tbat violence or uonspiracy from which no intermtt iotmlla w or .. 
treaty affor ds effective p rotection . I am t o represent tha t the Lime is gone 

when reliance mi ght. safely be placed upon any telegraph system passin;; 

undet• the control of nationaliLies with which Britain might fiud itself in 

conflict. And I am to beg that H is E xcellency the Governor-in-Council 

may be pleased to move His Excellency the Viceroy in the mat te1·, t o the 
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. ddress itself resolutely and without 

end that the Government of Indla.lm~y al B ··t'sh cables for India, which 
1 ' f exc USlVe V Il I 

loss of time to the mo. nng o . . ". t f the community, will inducl3 
·k' " at cost rates m the mteres s o • 

caules, WO\ lll;:, f fi' t the }H'Ofit of the sel'VlCe, . . the volume o tra JC, o . 
a. continuo~lS mcrea.se m ' . . 1 the consolidat ion of national 
the advantage of the country s corumeJ ce, ,m( 

unity. f I a· b 
. b t '£ the Government o n la o 

9. And I am to SlLY' in conclnswu, t ab 1 ction of a cable or of 
en<raae in t e coustrn 

not prepared at present to . "' o f h' ·h by En" la.nd would be assured 
b t 1 and protectlOn o w lC o 

cables t e con ro ' · . . C ' ttee of the utmost 
· · th pnuon of my omuu ' 

iu time of war, it remmus, m e o f ercial expansion in time of 
. tb t f r the {JUrposes o comm ' 

impol'tance, a., 0 
. t IJlete either that route 

. h t loss of tune o com 
peace, steps be taken wit ou . . practicable by virtue of the 
thrOU"h Afghanistan which may become more h v· . y and Ris High · 

o H ' E cellencv t e ICero ' 
confidence subsisting between IS x • hp . I have &c. 

1 . ute throu" ersta.- ' ' ness the Amir, or the a ternative ro o 

A. AnERCROlllBIE, Chairman. 

FREDERICK NoEL PATON, Secl·etary. 

Chamber of Comwerce, 
Bomlnw, 28th April, 189D. 

. f •be Bombay Chamber 
Sir --Under the instructions of the Committee ho • . t of ~0\ll' letter 

' the honour to acknowledge t e recelp 
of Commerce, I have . . f the Indo-European telegraphs. 
N 930 dated 20th Apnl, on the snl>Ject o -0

• "' ' Ch 1 • dated 9th . 1 th t the letter of the am ) Cl ' 

2. I a.m to say m rep y a l d of the ci'r•cumstauces set forth in 
· · · full know e ere 

March last, was wntten m " J , 1897 Those eh· • 
. ' l tt r of tbe 25th anuary' . 

the Government of India s e e h , ·t f the Common Purse to 
t d t a refusal on t e pal o 

cumstances amoun e o ' . f . t An a ttemr)t was made to 
1 f · a reductiOn o m es. 

accede to the proposa s or . ll'tt "they would not admit that the 
justify this refusal by a declarat~on h t 'a Leen demonstrated to ue a l'eal 

th ublic for a r eductiOn a .. 
demand by e P · . . final a decision an smg from 

" Committee cannot recogulze as 
one; but my 1 . here betrayed. On the con-

. f f cts so comp ete as IS 
a misalJprebensiOn o a . . . d '"'enc of the demand is not 

h t k 't that the reahty and mdee Ut., y 
trary t ey a e 1 • The fact that the present t elegraph charges con· 
now open to quest.lon. 1 the total value of the impor~ and 
stitute a. tax of from t to il per cent. on 
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export trade with Europe completely oversets the suggestion of the Com. 

panies that the rates are not high in relation to that trade. And t he 

profits continnously made by the Companies iu question aud by the 

Govel'Ument Dcp1trtment related to those Compa.uies ttre conclusive as 

evidence that the said charge is more than equivalent to the services 
rendered. 

3. The fact that any sensible reduction of rates will and must produce 

a proportionate increase in traffic and in the resultant trade operations 

appears to my Committee so obvious as to r equire no demonstration; and 

I am charged to submit that the State will, through such reduction, gain 

in genemlrevenue and in fiscal vitality very much more than it could los: 

through temporary restriction of its telegt·aph proceeds. 

4. The estimated pt·o:fit upon the 'felegraph Depattment for th~ cur. 

rent year is shown in the Budget as Rx. 271,200, and this under the present 

system goes to swell the geueml revenue. My Committee desire to submit 

that this sytJtem is an ·invet·sion of that which ought to be practised, and 

that the Telegraph Department which plays so large a part in the produc

tion of general revenue is entitled to, and would repay, a very large subsidy 
from that general r evenue. 

5. H has been mot·e t han once suggested that t his subsidy lllight be 

made in the form of a guarantee accorded to the existing Companies 

against the temporary loss possibly t o resul t from a reLluction of rates; 

and the fact has been cited that a sweeping re<luction of rates made in 

respect; of telegra.mtJ to Aust ralia under such a Government gua,rantee ha,s 

res1~ed in a direct profit larger than that made uuder the higher rates 
previously ruling. 

6. But the parallel i s probably imperfect. The refusal of the Com. 

panies to assent to a reuuction of rates is by well-infor med })eJ·sous ascribed 

to the fact that their existing system is incapable of dealing with and pro. 

fiting by a t raffic augmented in anything l ike the ratio of increase produced 

on the Australian lines. And it is believed that their failure to supple

ment that system is due to a consciousness that the t ime is gone past when 

a private enterprise might expect to be allowed indefinitely to press upon 

and paralyse the very nerves of nationn.l Pnterprisl:l and prospet·it.y. They 

naturally r efuse to forego present profit. Nor can they be expected to 
yield to argument unsupported by pressure. 
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7. My Committee therefore conceive that while advancing no argumc.nt 

likely to be r ecognised by the Companies as outweighing the contentions 

of the Common Purse, they have point ed to several consit1e rations that 

not only would justify the Government of India in a renewed effort to 

shake the obstl·uctive attitude of those Companies, but const itute a distinct 

ca.ll for some such effort. And I am to submit that in the view of this 

Chamber the end desired would be most advantageously and expeditiously 

attained by the construction by Govemment of an independent national 

cable system which will afford in time of war that security of communica

tions in which all Chambers of Commerce must conceive ·themsel ves to be 

: et·y seriously conccrned.-I have, &c., 

FREDERlCK NOJ•:L PATON, Secretary. 

A. AnERCOltlBIE, Chairman. 
The Secretary to Government, Puillic Works DepMtment, Bombay . 

• 

YoKOHAMA FoREIGN CHAMBER Oit Co:mH~RCE, 

YoKOILBIA, 11th November, 1899. 

Sm,-1 beg to enclose a copy of a resolution passeLl at our htst Com

mittee Meeting with reference to T elegraph T;triff Rates, and slutll esteem it 

a ftwour if y ou will be kind enough to pn:;s it on to the au thorities in sup-

port of t he action already taken by your Chamber. 

I may atld that we arc also addrc~:sing t he Jttpanese Goverumen t on the 

subject with a view to soliciting their co-opera tion, ami will advise you 

should they take any action in the ma tter.--Y ours, &c., 

W. F. :\IITCIIE LL, C hairman. 

To the Chairman, HoNGKO:SG G t,NERAL CHA~IBElt OF Com iERCE. 

RESOLUTION. 

That the Commit tee of the Yokohama Foreign Chambe r of Commerce 

ttre in full symp:1-thy with t he action taken by the Hongkoug General Chmn

her of Commerce; antl the Chamhers of Commerce iu India in re ference to 

T elegraph Hate:; ehttrgell between the Far East and Europe, aml are quite 

in accord with the reasons set forth to demonstrate that i t is time a substau-

[ 49 J 
H 

tial reduction shonltl be made an ·l t . • ' ' o pomt out that J ap h' h . 
tance of 11 200 miles . If an, w IC IS a dis-
tralia 12 00~ 'l 4 '9, pays a f.lm . of 7/10 per word, as against South Ans 

' ' , mt es, : . -

Th' C · • IS ommlttee are of opinion that if a reasonabl . . 
lt would unqneot iona.hlv fost.er tmde tl b . . e Jednctwn were made, 

. . · · , 1ere v mcreasm(J' tele . 1 . 
mcahon, which at. present . f • o . g lap u c eommn-
• IS o so costly a na.t ure that i t is I 
1Il cases of absolute neccssi t It f . on Y resorted to 

y. . ' equent lv happens that t 1 
might lead to business i , 

1 
t r I · · a e egmm, which 

' :; 1 0 < tspate 1ed owin"' to th . h'b' . 
whereas were rates reLl uced to b o e PlO I Jtlve cost, a reasona le level rec ... 1 
telegrams with much more f, h . ' om ~e wou d be had to 

ICquency t an Js now the ease. 

' A copy of th is resolution is to be forwarded 
Chamber of Commerce, to the H ongkong General 
proper channels. with a request that i t may be passed thr~ngh t.he 

W . F . M ITCH EH, Chairman. 

TuE CHAMBER OJo' C o MMERCE, 

D S MADRAs, 7th N ovember 1899 
EAR '· IR,--I beg to acknowledcre wit] h k . ' • , 

letter of t he 6th ul• imo an l tb R o l ' . 1 t nn s, the recmpt of your 
' ' ' < e esouhons wh' h · . 

which t h is Chamber notes with satisfaction th at otic accompamed lt, from 
the question of the reduct ion of bl y lr Chamber h as taken np 

. - ea e rates to a nd from E nro e . 
tO win ch, a~ YOU are aware tl . , c 1. b p 1 a queStiOU 

. ' lis uam er has already ea lie l th . 
the Government of 1 ,, . .1 h . . ' · l e attentwn of 

null\. anu t e prwetpa l Ch· b f 
land and S cotland Tl .. Cl b .tm ers o Commerce in E ng-

• w; wm er tru st~ that th 
ba.ve now been maile th b ' . e many represen tations that 

on e sn JCCt both b Cha b 
in the Press anti Parliame t '11 ' y , m ers of Commct·ce nnd 

• • n ' W I ' eventually, have the ff t 1 . . snb~tantial re..luction from tl . e cc < estred, ~ .. r, a 
Je present very hJO'h rates - I t•e . •-o .- mam, {\:;e,, 

1'1 S A. E. LAWSO N Secretary . 
le • eeretary, CHAMBER OF co~DIERCE, H ongkong. ' 

her, 

tee. 

HtoGo ANn OsAKA G ENimo\L Cn • , . A~lmm OF Co~nn:ncE 

. Hrooo, 14th N ovember 1899 , 
DEAlt S m --1 L er k ' . ' eo to a.c nowled"'e receil>t of v . an 1 t b I . "' . our Circular of 6th Octo· 

L .e sn >Ject of Telegraph rates has been submitted to the • . 
I am mst.rneted to say that if tl E . Commit-. Je astern ExtensiOn Compnny reduce 
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· f the business i'rom 1 get the greater portwn o 

tlle'1r rates they will, 110 don Jt' ~ I to 
in any effort you m !l> •e Japan. This Chamber desires to snpport you 

obtain cheaper telcgmph rates.-! nm, &c., 

C. W. DIMOCK, Secretary. 

C F.R OF CoMMERC~ s t • IIoxmw~« HA)lB ·• ' n. c. WxLcox, Esq., cere a.ry, · ~ 
Hongkong. 

CHA~IBER OF Co:.nrERCE, 

H.ANGOON, lOth November, 1899. 
. t of your letter of 6th I am tlesircd to acknowledge recetp 

Dr:AR Sm,- ' · Cl , mber recranlincr cable 
I . ndopted by your \,t ' o "" ultimo, with copy of rcso llt!Ons 

rates between the Far East and Europe. . 
1 Government of Indm on the 

This Chamher has nlremly athlres~cd t Je :x • with your Cb:<m-
subject of a reduction of telegrn.ph rn.tes, and fully concm s . -

ber that t.he time has now arrivcd.-I am, &c., Ill. 

ALEX. D. WARRETT, Secretary . 

The Secretary, HoNGKONG CnAMBEU OF Co1DIERCE. 

( CHA' [BFR OF C (J)UIETtCE, 
BmMJNGHA11 ·' ·' 

I\ovember 16th, 1R99. 

. k I Jcre :·cceipt of vonr circu lar letters, which 
DEAR Sm,-I beg to ac now CL o . 

l C (l before tu" Connr.il :tt their meeting yesterday. 
were p a e J C l 1 

l tl T·u·ifE Commit tee of the mm Jcr The same hn.ve heen refcn·ct to le . 

for consideration a.ml report.-Yours, &c ., 

W. F. IIAYDOX, Secretary. 

The Sccret:wy, CrLUIBF.R OF co~mERCE, Hongkong. 

· ~ • TIII' CrrY oF T oRoNTO, THE BllATW 0.1<' 1 U ..\.D F. OF ·. . 

ToRONTO, November 14th , 1899. 
. f tl Gt'l of Oct(Jhcr tlnly rcr.ei,•ed, and 

o;, your Clrr.ul:tr lctt.Jr o JC I l . 
-:>IR,- . . C 'l f th i. Boarll I am tli rcctct ' Ill 

• r l ;;;uhmittcll to the Olll1('l 0 ~ ' d 
same lutvmt-, >ern . , 1. 1' '11' tl is thoron(Thly in ~tccor 

• - · t t s·\Y tnn.t L liS >0• c acknowled"mg Jt.s rccetp ' .o · ' · . Jy in Cahlc 0

, • • . , cffnn to brcnk th e prc8CJH monopo 
with your Chamber 111 It~ ' '\t't"·l tile el l'ort~ tlmt have 

l . lll'()!l ' h " " ll!l[l· .. ,. ' Rates. To this entl they Jttvc v lg • ~ .. ~ 
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been made for the promotion of a Pacific Cable directly through British 

territory and which may now be considered an accomplished fac t.-I am, &c., 

EDGAR A. WILLS, Secretary. 

R. CBA.TTERTON WrLcox, Esq., Secretary , CBAMBKit OF CoMMERCE, Hong
kong, China. 

THE EASTERX ExTENSION, .\ usTRALASIA, AND 

CHINA TELEGRAPH Co., Ln., 

LoNDON, 22nd November, 1899. 

Sra,-Y our letter to our Acting :Manager in Chiun. forwn.rdiug two 

copies of a set of Resolutions adopted by the Committee of your Cham'ber on 

the 3rd ultimo in reference to the tariff of rates no"· ru ling for telegrams 

between the Far East and Enrope has been submi tted to my Board of 
Directors. 

In reply I am directed to inform you that a proposal was made to Her 

Majesty 's Government by the Eastem and E astem Extension Companies 

severa.l months ago for the general lowering of thei1· Tariffs, but up to the 

present uo reply has been made to the Companies on tlJC snbjcct.-I nm, 
&c.,. 

H. E. HESSE , Manager. 

R. C. WILcox, Esq., Secr etary, HoNGKONG GENERAL CHumE.R m· CoM
MEIWE. 

THE CEYLON Cn,um~:n oF CmmERCE, I NCORPORATED, 

Cor.o~rno, 19th December, 1899. 

DEAR. Sm,-I have the pleasure to band yon for your information lt 

copy of a letter addressed to the Sect·etary of Stttte for the Colonies hy this 

Chamber 7'1J Reduction of Cable Hates.-Yonrs, &c., 

H. W. BURNS, Secretary. 
The Secretary, CHAMBER OI<' Collnnmc ~:, Hongkong. 

The Ceylon Chamber of Commerce, I ncorporated, 

CoLOliBO, 26th September, 1899. 
Sir,-As you a l'C doubtless aware, there has been, during the pa~<t few 

years, a growing agitn.tiou ovet· the question of telegraph cable rates between 

the United K ingdom n.t)(l the East, and the nece11sity for the reduction of 
them. 
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2.-The Cr:ylon Ch:unher nf Commcrcr on 15th .June last passed the 

followiug reRolntion :-" Thnt. this Cbamher cow,ider~ the time hn:; now 

!l.l'l'ive•l when t.hc cos t of cahle messa~es het weeu Great Britain and the 

Ea:o:.t ,;houiJ he rednced, :wd they recommeml tha t •:ombiued actiotl be mken 

in conjunction with the Ch:unhcr~ of Commerce in llHlia, the Rtmit:;, and 

China, in order to ne<'nlnplish it." 

3.-Sint•c tlll'n tho Chamhcr~ o f Comme rec of 1-Imtgkong, Singapore, 

Rangoon, Calcutta, Bmnha.v, i\Ja,Jms, ami Upper India, have :uhlre~sed the 

Imperial GoYcrnmcnt or it~ rcpre~entative~, urg ing thar step::< be taken to 

bring about a reduction in rates, a tH1 the Ceylon Chamber d esit·es to 

impress upon yon the importance of thiR que~tion in the intE"l'f~~ts of t he Em-

pire as a whole. 

4.-Thc enormouR importnnce of commercial intere ~:;t,.: to the ~t r.tc aml to 

the commnnity renders it of paramount necessity that every thing tha t pres~e~ 
on tratle o.ml imln~try, a ntl cveryth iug that hinders progrcs!' , sh ould be removed. 

The exorbitant charges matlc for e1thlo messages an• of this nntnre, and form 

a tttx upon the foreign trade of the Depe1Hleneics of the Empire altogether 

disproportionate to the maximnn1 g ross profit,_ of that tra,de, nntl to netna l 

cost. of the services. 

5.-The present rate between Ceylon nnl1 Eng bntl i~ Hs. a . lO per 

word, and practically no reduction has been made in mte~ for many year:;, 

notwithstanding the greater perfection of scientific nppliatwes, which ought 

to contribute toward,; cheapening the cost of t elegmphy. 

6.-It is believed iF a very snbs tantin.lrednction were m ade in eharges 

for messnges, it would he followe•l by a ln.rge in r rea:;c in meRsng<'s ; sufficient 

to cover such concession. 

7.-A deputation waited on the Chan cellor of the E x chequer in ,July 

last, when the views and wishes of tho::<c intcre~ te•l , in Intlia a mi the I~a~t. 
were fully cxplainetl and an assnrance was gi,·cn tbnt these wou l•l he l:1i11 

l1efore Government and, whether the admittcll g rie vances are t o becom e th e 

subject of enquiry hy a Hoyal Commission, or a C ommittee of the House 

of Commons, or whether Government will at once endeavour to impro,·e the 

position by negotiation with the telegraph companies, f:1.ilin~ which n linking 

np of existing int r.rn:1.tional Jn.n•l lines might hr. :111opted, it i ~ fo r the Im-
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poria! Anthoritie~ to decide but the C 1 
with contltlcnce on vnu. ' t ey on Cha mber of Commerce rel ies 

• I COUJl cuauee a nt! ~npport Le. t • 
as shall be for the well-1 • "' f I . I l,!i gtven to ~ ttdt aetiotl 
&c., ICIII., o t te bes t mtercsts of the Colony.-I l.t<wc, 

F. }1. )fACK\\' OOI>, Chairman. 

The Hight H onourable Jooeph Cl '-' tamberla in, Her M:tj es ty '::; S ccretar'' o f 
date for the Colonic~. • 

il ONGKONG GENFRAI c • • UA~IBE I~ OF Co~DTE IWB, 

. H oNGKONG, 19th .January , 1900. 

Sm,-1 lmve to aeknowletl.ro r ecct"pt of' \ ' O f o nr anmr of tl 2'> 1 v 
her !.ttit ~ tatitw that the set of H I . • te . ut .n ovem-

" · eso utwns adop ted hv lll ' C . 
;{l·tl Oc tober in reference to tl t ·'i"' f • ; ommtttce ou . the · le a11 1 o rates for t 1 
East a nti Europe now rnli I .. I b . e egrnms bet ween the Fa r 

ng 1" L cen snhmtttetl to vour D' . 
formino· this ' ' ltn 1. I · n ee tor!<, nut! in-

"' · v .. m uer t rat. a prol . 1 1 11 tl G . , Josa uu Jeen made hv your Comp· t 
'~ . ovcrnme ut for a g enernl lowering of tariff, h ut th at. .up to the t'.wy ; 

wntmg uo reply had been received. Jmc o 

I am instructed uow to ask if v . D ' , 

f 
. • ou1 u ce tors h ·tve '\ ll'' 1 • . 

urntsh th i:s C hamber wit! . • · f' . ' • J o lJCct.ton to 
1 ' 1 copv o t he Let ter Jtl wh ' ·I th 

to wa:; made to the G · tc 
1 

e proposal referred 
· overnmeut.-1 am, &c., 

H. CHATTEHTON T o 11. E. \\' ILCOX, ~cerettuT. 
IJ ~;:; ::;c; , E sth ~!:wager, Ea~tern Ex ten ·ion A . I I . •. 

T ele"l'aJ)h Co . • L' . · ~ ' us m a~ ut, aud C hiu a 
"' ' mp.tn) , mu ted. 

llo!'iUKOXt ; G:T;XE itAI. C n U l l"•'I' ,., ,_. C'o . . "" ' ,. ~Dl El{CE 

H o !S GKON t;, Hlth J anmtn·, 1900 ' 
D EA lt Su1,-l U"" t 1 1 · · · ~o 0 ene ose 1ercwirh cup\' of 't 1 . 

has addressed to tl , M· f • ' cttcr tlm; Chamber 
w ;w ager o vour Comp·~t~v . I I 

of (~able ra tes i.Jc:t wceu the F· . E . • , ' , Ill .otlt ou ou the subj ec t 
. ar .a~t. m:tl E nror)e a 1 1 I' 

rou will J
1
e " 1 • . . ' 

111 
a m 

1 
trected to n.sk if 

• o OOL CllOHg lr to IIIIJUil'C b v w ire WUU t tl . 
tive or nc(J'ntivc) will l , . · ] . • . w leply ( whether afiinna-

"' _><:, tn Oil cl to ~:we tuue.-I am, &c ., 

• H. C HATTEHTOX WILCOX, ~ceret:u·.,- . 

1! • vo:s mm P F OIWTE • E :M I . · :-< , SI!-J • ' :wager in C bina, E m;tem Extension, A us-

tm a sw, a nd China Tclegmph Compan y, Limited. 
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ASI \ & CHD<A TELEGttAPH Co., Lu., 

THE EAoTERN E~nt<:l(SION, AusTRALI-Io::KONG, 20th January, 1900. 

. f h 19th inst:mt I am directetl 
I 1 to your enqmry o t e · ' 

DEAR Sm,- n rep y . . l t the Company will be only 
b our Manacrer m London, t 111. 

to iul'orm yon, y • e C b . f Commerce with a copy of 
f . \ tl Honcrkon(l' barn et o .t 

too happy to . nrms l te o o . . after bein"' consulteu, 
' 'f tl Government appto,e, o the letter referred to ;mu, I . te 

'll be posted \tt ouce.-1 am, &c., a copy wt . 

' J> I>FQRD'fEN :;\lana«er in Chma. F. VON DE" ' "' 
C EI'C'·' HouO'koug. , • , , . · C ll AMllElt 01<' Olll! . ' "' 0 R. C. W lLCOX, E~·h :::ieCietat)' · - -

THE CHA)WElt oF CoMliEttcE, 
. . " November 24th, 1899. 

SEA1"fl.E, 'V ASlll:'oiGTO. ' f 
, .. cte•l to forward to yon the inclosed copy o 

GENTLEMEN,-1 ,tm dnc . . C ' ttee ou Le~tis lation ycsterilay, 
l I .. bodv hy tls .ommi . o 

resolution~ prcsentet to t Hs " • l y om oTievance seems to us a 
1 b the Chamber unammous y. o 

aud adoptet y t ' . that we mav take being of use to 
. ·c of any ac wu ' · real one, but we are not sut ' ' 

yon. 
· ' . nort -1 ours, &c., 

I , 1 ·e cony of the Commtt.tee ~ ter . l ll so lllt 0~ • t 

THOS. W. PlWSCH, Secretary. 

C ERCI' Hongkong. THE Cli .\)!HEit OF U)Dl. ,, 

, , b . f Commerce, that in the judg-
. R l , I by the Scuttle Chl\m et o . 

Be 1t eso veL' I! k ncr "t'e unnceessanly cx-
1. • .. tes to on"' o o •• 

f tl .. body that tele"'rapLUc r,t "' ment o lll; . 0 

. d ·h uld be reduced. 
penstve an ~ o .1 l t tl 'ts Chamber direct the Secrctnry to 

· f ·th · Pesolveu t u:t 1 ' 
Am!, be tt m er :\, ' b f Commerce with lt request to 

. l l H ncrkon"' Cltam er o 1 
communicate wtt t t Je o o "' I n he fur ther usefu or 

. l . direction the Clu~m Jer ea 
know in what parttcu m l . f Tele"'raphie charges. 

. . "' the much needed ret uctwn o o instrumeutal m sccurm, 

, . ~=GTO~, November 22nil, 1899. 
SEATTI.E, . ferred 

. I t' Uontmittee to whwh was re v r LeetiS a ton 
GEN'fLEMEN,--.~.ou "' h Cl mber of Commerce 

. . t the communication from t e m . f 
under lhtte 16th lllstau . f tb'. Chamber for l\ reductiOn o 

. kitw the co-operatton o IS 
of Hongkong , sec " t bmt't tl!C following report. 

1 t :t he"' leave o su Tdegmpb mtes to t ut Cl y, o 

, 
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ln view of the gt·owiug business between Seattle merchants nnd. their 

correspondents at Hongkong, this Committee recommends the adoption of a 

resolution in favonr of a reduction of the cable and telegmphic rates to Hong. 

kong, and further suggests that the Secretary of this Chamber report such 

rel:lolntion, if adopted, to the Hongkoug Chamber of Commerce, with a re

quest to know in what particular direction this Cllamber can be further 

useful or instrumenta l in securiug the much needeil reduction of T elegraphic 
cllarger:;. 

This Commiltee :tl~o · notice.! iu the commnuicat.ion from Hougkoug a 

:;tatement that in the sparsely populated coun try of A ustralia telegrams can 

be sent a distance of tlu·ee thousand miles for two c:cuts a word, whereas in 

this populous country the charge to New York City from Sc:tttle, ahout 

the same distance, i8 at the rate of one dollar for ten words, and the rate 

from here to San F rancisco, less than one th ousand miles, ill s ix ty cents for 

ten words, and four cents for each extra wor1!. The question occurs, could 

not this Chamber do somcthiag to secure a reduction in our present domestic 

high telegraphic charges.-Respectfnlly submitted, 

Er.LIS :\IomusoN, Chairman, Legislation Committee. 
The C hamber of Commerce, Ci ty. 

CHA:UBEit o~· Co:um!:RCE AND M ANUI''A.CTURES, ( I NCORPORATED BY 

ROYAL CHARTER Ji83), 

GLASGOW, 20th December, 1899. 

DEAR Su:,-1 am to acknowledge rtlceipt of your printed communica

tion of date 8 th October respecting the above, and to inform y ou that it was 

submitted to a nt! carefnlly considered uy the Directors of t he Chamber. 

The Directors fe lt that as t be Chamber haLl only recently taken action 

with a view to the reduction of cable rates between this country and India 

antl the Far E ast, it was scarcely expedient so soon to approach H. M. Gov

ermnent or the cable companies concerned, auLl therefore, while expressing 

cordial sympathy with the action uy your Chamber, I was instructed to write 

you to that effect ; at the same t ime to scuJ for the information of your 

Chamber the enclosed print of a letter and relative memorandum received 

from the vice-chairman of the Eftstern Telegraph Company, Limited, i n 

which it is stated that the telegraph companies arc willing to consider any 

offer which m:ty be made for the reduction of tariffs. 
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This letter mu.l memoran•lnm h:~ve been forwarded to the Bengal and 

B ombay Chambers of Commerce and h:we by them heen submitted to the 

I ndian Government, but ~o far I lun·e not heard the rcsult.--I am, &c., 

WILL IAM H. HILL, SeCJ·etary. 

R. CnATTERTON WI LCOX, Esq., Seeretm·y, Cn A:.tUER O~' ColmERCE, Hong 

kong. 

T HE Eastern Tolegmph Company, L imitetl, 

Winchester House, 50, Old Broad Street, 

London, E. C., 8th ,Juue. 1899. 

Sir,-Rcferring w our iuterview of the 1f"t in~tant, I now enclose copy 

of a memorandum which has been prepared with regard to the Indian Tariffs. 

T his memoraudnm eau l,c f reely used, and it has been submit ted to our 

partners, the I ntlo-Enropcn.n Telegraph Company. 

l eau only repeat th:tt thet!C compauic:> are willing to consider any offer 

which may be made to them by the Indian Government for a retlue tiou of 

tariff~, nud are equally prepared to benr u. !!hare of and loss of revenue which 

may be caused by t he reLluctiou required.-Y ours, &c., 

J . DENISON-P ENDER, V ice-Chairman. 

J. Galloway, E sq ., Presitlcnt, Chamber of Commerce, Glasgow. 

2nd J une, 1899. 

For some years past the compunies canyiug the tra.1fic between Europe 

nud l mliu, have been memoriali::;ed to rednce the Indian rat~;. 

T he comptmics have nl ways c;x pres~ed their willingne,;s to reduce tariJTs 

whcnc,·cr experience has shown that a natmul expan:;ion of tmffic ha,; takeu 

place, and is likely to take pl:tce, by a tar itr, am! have ahvny!! IJcen, and arc 

now, willing to take a f~tir share in any reduction of tar iff, if the Go\'ern

meut concemed would bear a proportion of the actual Ios:> of reveuue, the 

compauies not only bearing a share of the loss, bnt undertaking the extra 

expense of carrying any iucrcn;;ed tratlie. 

The reasons which have influenced the compan iet~ with regard to the 

Indian tm·iff lun·e been as follows :--

1.-The traffic between I mlin and Europe has been ::;hown by experience 

to be a. non-expo.nsi ve one, and the· companies cou:lider that it would require 

n. very large reduction of tariff to materially increase the actual tariff carried. 
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The followino- flo-n e oil k "' o r s Wt spea 0 for themseh·es. 

4s. pet· word on the l ~t Jnl~·, 1886 :-
T he tariff was reduced to 

Revenue of Administrations 
owning the telegraph linrs 
betow<'cn India and Europe. 

1885 .... .. . .. 2,l.'i8,521 

1886 ...... . .. 2,L'i3,.507 

1887 ... ... .. . 2,134,002 

1888 .. . .... .. 2,110,163 

1889 ... .... . 2,029,149 

1890 .. ... . . .. 2,111,456 

1891. .. . .. ... 2,250,074 

1892 ......... 2 300 8l1 '.'l 
' ' ~u 

1893 ........ . 2,367,353 

1894.. . . . . .. . 2,190,102 

1895 ... ...... 2,195,916 

1896 ......... 2,1k0,158 

1897 ....... .. 2,370,013 

1898 .. .. ..... 2,275,37 1 

£394,270 

:374,12 1 

342,27 1 

334,129 

328,490 

338,394 

354,749 

364,196 

376,237 

347,728 

~5~,724 

3.53,683 

370,428 

365,019 

2.-In all the correspondence which tl . 
rr.ercha.nts, who are lhe actnal f I lC compallles have hnd wi th the 
ili w . . users o t le telegraph, we have ne,·er had 

1 ..,le apphcatJOn for a rednetion of tnriff but , 1 - 1 . . . ' a 
l:e allowed to send nt n l . I . . ' "e lll\ e J.td apphcn.tlOns to 

. ' · ug ICI rnte, 111 order th:1t • mwl t h 1 one person s tde0°Tams 
o l :n·e t te preference OYer those of other;:;. 

3.--The perfection to wh ich the system of b I . codiug telegrams has been 
roug lt practically reduces the char"e of 4 . 1 0 o s. pm won to Imlr·~ to at { •)d 

per actual won! sent h tl l . >on - • . y •e mere Htnt, a figure thnt cannot he c:dletl dear. 

recon4p.-t~If the t r: ~fllc wrre to iu~rea;:;e through a reduction of rn.te so as to 
le compantes for the total 1 1 . 

f 
. of!s mat e, •t wonltl uecessitnte the la .· ., 

o extra cables between Gre!lt flrJ't n. I I 1' . ) m,. -, utll ant n1 ut n stno-le 1- f I . 
not b 1 · 1 1 . . ' ·· ,.., •ne o w ll<'h cou ld 

c atl nnt er n mtllton and ~~ half of m . . . . 0 took I 0 one)' and , tf rlus large mereMe 
p ace, t he compantes would have to fnce this d r t' I . . 

capital with the a t I tona cxpcnt!tturc of 
consequent annnal cbnrcrps for int.ere~t . t 

working. "' 0 

• mnr n. Cll:tiH~c, and 
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THE CHAMBER OP co~DIERCE OF SAN FRANCISCO, 

SAN FRANCISCO, 28th December, 1899. 

DEAR SIRs,-I have the pleasure of acknowledging the receipt of your 

communication of the 6th of October, with a copy of a resolntion in regard 

to cable rates, etc. 

This matter was presentetl to a meeting of our Board of Trustees on 

November 14th, when a resolution wtts passed that the suhject be referred 

to the two prominent telegraph companies of our country, namely, the 

Westew Union Telegraph Company and the Postal Telegrnph Cable Com-

pany, reqnesting their assistance . . 

This was accorJingly tlone and replies receivetl from them the pm·por~ 
of which was that ns they were American Companies operating in the 

United States, ':hey tlid n?t think they could do anything in the matter as 

affecting the rat.e between London and China. The subject wus, however, 

ttgain taken up hy the Board of Trustees nt their meeting on the 12th 

instant, this time con!>idering the rate between San Francisco and China, 

when a resolution was passed, a copy of wllich I also encl o~e. Duly at

tested copies of this resolution with nppropriate letters were sent to each of 

the above named companieA. We will athi,;e yon when replies are received. 

Trusting that the efforts maJc in hehalf of cheaper rates for telegraph.s 

to the Orien t may he ~ucce~"ful, I heg to remnin,-Yoms, &c., 

E. SCOTT, Secretary. 

HoNGKONG GENERAl. Cn .1~JBRR OF Comnm<'E, Hongkonf!;, British China. 

THE CJTA:IIRER ()'fo' CO;\l:'tfERCF. OF SAN FRA XCII':CO. 

RESOLUTION 

ADOt'TED AT REGTn.AR :\fo~THT.Y :MEETING BoARD Ol' TRPSTEEs, 

December 12th, 1899. 

\Vherens we believe frequent awl economical communication should he 

maintained between bnsiness centcrs, ana \\rberca.s in onr opinion the telegraph 

charges between San Francisco antl China are such that they a re a lletriment 

to trade, c~pecially do we realize thi5 nt the preAent time, when, should proper 

facilities be affonlcd vast opport.nnitics are offered for the increase of onr 

commerce w}th the Orient. TherC>fore, have the ChamhPr ot' Commerce of 

San Francisco 
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H 
RF.sor.v.En 'that we hereby respectfully request the ns;;istance of the 

Weste~·n Umon Telegraph Company and the Postal T clecrraph Calf C 
pany 

1 
• " •• l.e om-

' I secur.mg a reasona ble reduction in the present h",..,.l . t I 
f t I 

· o 1 1 a es c mr"'ed 
or e egrams be~ween onr C"tty 0 l C'· · 

0 

' Ut utua. 

The Chamber of Commerce of Sntl l!' . · " l'nllCISCO, 

E . ScoTT, Secretary. 
CnARLES NEr.soN, President. 

T IEN'rSIN GENERAr, CHA)rnER OF Co~r::uERCE 
T , 

' • . IENTSIN, 23t•d February, 1900. 
Sm,-Yom two c~renl:trs dated lOth An.,.nst and 6th 0 t b l . 

to Telcu h H 0 c o er, re atm"' 
.,rap ates, were hmng ht to the notice of this Cl b ·. " 

meetino- a t d I · tam er at tts lost 

f ll 
."' I ~as mstrnctml to make you acquainted with the terms of t.be 

o owmg resolutwn :-

"That this Chamber is stt·ongly in ftwonr of the adoption of measures 

that may tend to the reduction f tl . , . I. 0 le CXCeSSIVC j elegmph rates 
uetween Europe and tl , F E . .. , lC ar '.ast, and tt~ support mav he relied 

on.shot~ltl s.teps of a definite character he undertaken h~vin rr t his 

obJect Ill vtew."-I h:we, &e., o 

R C r JOHN H. OSBOUNE, Hon. Sec. 
• HA TTF.RTON '' ILCOX E . S . C - ' .~eh .._ ecretary, HoNG KONG GF:NEJtAL CHAMBER 

0~ O)f:IIERCF.. 

Tu.-: EAST ERN ExTENSION, AusTRALASJ..\. AND CHINA 

TELlWRAPH Co Ln ., ., 
HONGKONG, 16th March 1900 

DEAR Sm,-For the information of the HOiwkon (J' Cl ,' f C. 
merce I have 

110 
h l . "' o tamuer o om-

. w t e p easnre of e nclosmg n copy of the letter f l 
to IIJ my communication to you of 13th v eb . l re erret 

~ runt v nst. 

t lt' When the above copy of the letter was pos:ed to. me from London 16tl 

t~ ~~n~), no lr~ly had been recei,·ell by the Companies from the Sccrct·t;v o; 
enera. ost. Office.--! nm, &<>., . • 

F. VON DER PFORDTEN M . 
R (

, \V .1. , 1 ann '"er m ('hin~ 
• ·· ncox E~ f{ o ••· . , . q., ' ecrctary, CnumER OI•' co~D!ER~E TI k 

• • # · J J' c ong on g. 
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The Eastern Telegraph Company, I .. imit.ed, 

Winchester House, E.C., 

2ml August, 1899. 

Sir,--I hn.vo the honour to refer to my inter~iew with you of tl1e 21st 

ultimo, nntl confirm the proposals I then made that the A~sociatetl Com

panies arc prep:ued to negoti:Lte with the British Government for n. general 

reduction of tariffs to all P,riti~h Colonies and Dependencies Ren·c<l by their 

lines. 

I would suggest that the b:tsis of these negotiations shonld lJe :-

1st. A fixc1l minimum of revenue for eaeh dnss of trnffie . 

2nd. A gradunl reduction of tarifi'~< when ><ueh rrnmne :n·cro.ge~ O\' CT 

the fixed minimum for three year:<. 

3rd. W hen the traffic increases so ns to neces:sitatc the laying of ext rn 

cables, the minimnm revenue to be increased ~nfficiently to pay for 

the serviee of the extm capital, n1fl.intennn(•e nntl working of th e 

reqnire1l new c:1hles. 

4th. All negotiations widt Foreign A1lmini:;tmtions for red\JCtion nf 

t:Lriff to he ntHlertnken hy the British Go,-crnmcn t, the Compnnies 

giving all the nssi~tntH'C in their powl'l'. 

An arrangement of this character won!(\ gi ve the public the benefit of 

rednctious whenever any specinl trn.ffi• ~ showed de,·clopment, n.nd wonhl 

enable the Government to assi s t in all alterations of tarifl'~ . The arrange

ment is on the same lines as tllnt offerell t o ~nnth Afri1~a :uul Anst rnlin, and 

pmeticn.lly necepted hy the former. 

The Companies would, however, a>'k thnt t lH'Y ~honld he g iven a 

gttnrantee that they should Jmve lnnding rights through n.ll British Posses

~ion s for any additional cahles thnt they might consi1ler ncce~sary for carry

ing tmtlic; 1 hat they should he able to rent snhtcrranca n lines in Great 

Britain at th e l:lnme prices 11er mile as they nt prm;ent pn y for overhcn!l 

wires, and that in all parts of the British Empire, they should be placerl on 

tet·ms of equal ity with R.ny other Telngmph Allministrn,tion thn.t migh t. he 

compet ing againRt them. 

[ ul J 
H 

I wonld Sll"'"'C t t l . t 1 oo · ~ hl t Le approadl ino· Tel •.,. .. I C 
favoumLie oppor t.nnity f l . o ~otaP l onfercnec would Le a 

· 0 comp e tuw a uv llC" f . · L 
sary with F . ·" • .

1 
. . . " ' "'

0 
mtlol!s 

1 
at. mi.,.ht be ncces-

. meloll .·u mtmstrat.Jous, so a~ I . " 

t 
to m ng a.uy rednctioll" f 

w o operatio11 a.,; soon as possi blc. v o tariffs 

I should Le· ple~ . 1 t · 1 . 'se1 0 la ,·e n.n tJJte rvicw with I' • ' 
upon which you mio·b t ,· ·I ·f' 1 . . uu to lltscu:s~ any poin t:< 

0 "u; 1 urt wr lllform'LI iou 1 
holiday;; miU'ht be ... 

1 
' ' per wps some time af ter t he 

o all.mgel ' so as to g ive time for I , 
ments to Le C!Lrefulh· c ) .· 

1 
• . 

1 
t le Jl!Oposed nrraucre-

J I ll~H Cl Cl .-I am, &c., e 

Th .;: . ~ ,J. D £ xr :soN-P£:-i D£R, Vice-Cba' . 
e ucctetarv, G e ueJ"d l' ·t Offi L u mau. 

J ' 0 0 ee, oudou. 

T E HE • AoT EJtx ExT ENSI ON A .. , , , ., U '> LRALASL\.AXD C!IINA 

lELE~RAPH Co Lo \V ., ., 
lNCHE<;TEit H ouSE .-0 0 1, , 

f ,) , J,D JIWA D ~TREET, L ON DON, E.C., 

~m - In . . . , 9th 1-Iarcb, 1900. 
' Ieply to jour le tter of the 19tl J 

h 
· · l an nary last 1 J • • 

you t a t, on receipt of a 1 I , .. f • un e to m form e egtum roru our ~lamwe . t H k . . 
purport of y our letter nwJcr a •k I l o l a ong ·oug, giv lllg the 
, • c now CL "lneut we .. . 1 . 

hovernment t o be "OOd e . ·I . . . o . ' ,eque~tcl Her l\IaJe,;ty's 
. "" uoug I to w form us tf th 1 . . 

furutsbinoo t he HOtJO'k r Ch ey Hld auy OhJeCtlon t o our 
"' o 0116 amber of Comm . . . 1 

munication to the Go,·emmc tt ' I. I . eJce Wit t a copy of our com-
t emuol yuw 'L prOl) .. 1 f of tariffs. 0 ' os,t or :t gctteml reduc tion 

Ou receipt of a rep lv from H er "I· . . ·' . 1 J .l.> ·•Je~ t) :; G overm t · · · 
t tey had no object ion to tl . . I ,· ncn mtunatlllg tbat 

11~ >etng doue w e •tt 
.Mannger iu China with . , , l ' • once posted 11 copy to our 

a J C<ptcot t w t he would fonmrtl it to v I 1 J on.- 1ave, &c., 

H. CuATTEI•To~ \" J . .E. HESSE, Manager. 
• ILCox, .Esq., S ecre tarY II ~1EitcE. • ' . uNGIW~G C HAMBER OF CoM-

1-loNGli:UNG G ENEHAL Cn n , . ' . IllER 01•' L U)D U.:UCE 

D 
. . • . HoxGIWNG, 9 th March 1900 ' 

.1::.\h SIH -1 h·L\' tl l , . f ' • c te P eas nre to ackuol\'lell"C r . , · ·f 
avour of 16th iu ·t· t . I l " ecmpt o your esteemed 
. :; .• Lu , ,LIJL 'cg to thank y ou ou L h If' . 
for copy of .Mr J D . ' e a ol tlH: Commi t tee 

• . E:U, ON-PENDFR's let to . J l ' 
General Post Office L l , . t <L t re,;sod to the Secretary 

' om on, to which it g ave cover. ' 
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I have fmther to thank you for the information cont.uinctl in ubo,·c 

favour that no reply to l\1r. DENtsos-PENDElt'S lcttc1' ha(l been received 

from the Post. Office Authorities.-! am, &r.., 
F . I-IENDERSON, Acting Sccretn.ry. 

F. VON DER P FOJU>TEN, Esq., Manager in China, E. E., A.·& C. Telegraph 

Company. 

X 
Complaint against the Post Office. 

Foocuow GENERAL CnAl\IHER OP Co)UIERCE, 

29th July, 1899. 

Sm,-On behalf of the l\Iembcrs of this Chamher I wish to bring the 

following case to your notice, asking at the same time for your vahtable aud 

kind assistance to have the recurrence of such scandalous blundering on tho 

part of the Hongkong J>ost Office m:tde impossible. 

The facts of the case are briefly as follows :-The S.S. Chinglu loft 

this port on the 19th June, with about 3,000 tons tea. The steamer going 

dil'Cct to Australia, via Hongkong, of course all documents, invoices, letters 

of advice, &c., &c., were posted by her. 
This mail, as we arc informed now, was landed iu Hongkong and not 

forwarded till about 10 days later by the Futami lrfan1. 

In reply to :m enquiry made regarding the non-arrival of a registerell 

cover which was wired from Melbourne, the General Post Office writes to 

the Postal Agent here a~> follows :- -
"The registered cover in ques tion arrived here ex S.S. Chiugtu nt 

10 ::1..m. on the 2 1st instant. I have examineu the arrival book 

and I fiml that on the morning of the 21 st June there was 

quite a large number of arrivals from Coast Ports. Tbo 

C!tinglu left on the same day at 1 p.m. for Australia. The 

mail closing at 12 noon. The letter in qnc,;tion wns not sent 

by the C!tingtu as the Foochow mail wns not dealt with until 

the Australian :Mails had been closeu. 1 t was eventually for· 

warded to Melbourne per S.S. Futami 1lfant, 30.6.99 cutcrcu 

nt 1 on list. 
" (Signed) BARRON." 
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Comment is unnecessary and I would res lectfull 

in our demand to the I-I k . G l y ask you to support us 
oug ou 0' eucml Post Offi 1 • 

direct steamers to Austl"tli:t . E~ . ' . cc t Iat HI fu ture mails by 
' ' 01 ' m ope arc to lJe tna le · F 

no way to be in terfered w' th . H ~ up Ill •oochow ami in 
1 Ill ongkoucr.-I am .~-c 0 ' .... V! ., 

• . G. SIEMSSEN, Chairman 
ro the Chatrman of the HoNGKONG GENERAL c . U.B!BER OF C0:\11\IERCE, 

HONGKONG GENE c RAL UAMBim Ol•' Coli!MERCE, 

HoNGKONG, 8th AuO'ust 1899 
Sm I b rr 

0 

' • ,- c., to hand you herewith co > of . . . 
Foochow Chamber of Co . . . 1 y a lct tCI rccmved from the 

Post Office in a certain c~:me:~c, c~ntanung a coinpln.int of the ac tion -of the 

mittce ~hink that you wi;l :rob:bl:r~:~:~::nc;:hattentliug '~'hich my Com-
1 have, &c., ' 0 c opportumty to cxplaiu.-

R. CHATTERTON WILCOX 
Capt. HASTING s, R.N ., Pl'S tmastcr General. ' Secretary • 

No. 567. GENERAL P osT OI•'l'ICE, 

~ H ONGKONG, 9th Atwust 1899 

'm,-1 LaYc the honour to ackuowledge with thanks t~ : , . 
your letter of t he Stl . . . c 1 ec01pt of 
. . . 1 Ills taut anJ 1 ts cnclosur . . . agam~t this office from the F ·I C . Cl:i I espectwg a complaint 

ooc lOW ·lmmber of C 
that that Cha b . 1 , . ommerce, and to state 

m CJ 1.\S already addressed me direct! . . 
I h:wc replie ·l , 1 & Y 

011 
the subJect to whom 

l.- am, c. , 

W:u:. C IT HAST1.,..GS p C . . .~., • ' Pol5 tmnstcr G eneral 
'" IIATTERTON \VILe , -E -. ' . · ox, "sq., :Secretary, 

HONGKONG GENERAL CHAMBE c · 'R OF O)DIERC.E. 

HoNG KONG GJ·:~mRAL Cn' ~JBER OF C ·'· ' OJUIEUCE 

, IIONGKONG, 14th August, 1899 ' 

. ~w,-I Leg to acknowleJge receipt of your des Jatch of t . ? 

bnngmg to the notice of tlJ'ts C'h b I be .9th ult., · am er a cbarO'e · 1 Office of dctc t' f 1 , , "' llgamst t •e H ongkon"' Post 
by the st u ~on o . ettcrs to A ustralia which should have gone f:rward 

earner Ill whiCh they were despatched from Foochow. 
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I . 
I p ·t . ·Ler General with n 

A copy of yonr letter was forw:mleu to t te 08 ma" . 

request for an explanation. To this, the enclosed reply has been recCJved. 
' L , f the rerJly referred tO Will you kindly furnish .this Chamber Witu a copy o 

by Captain Hastings ?-I am, &c., 
R. l\I. GRAY, Chairman. 

E eh . . . F'oocHow CHA~IBER oF Cmtlll£RCE. 
To G. SIE~ISSEN, sq., aum,tu, 

FoocHOW GENERAL CHA)IHElt OF Co~numcJo:, 

31st. Aug ust, 1899. 

c I be"' to ackuowlcu(J'e receipt of your despatch of the 14th inst., 
olH,- 0 o 

the enclosure, however, to which you refer uid not reach me. 

. 1 f the repl v I recci vetl }'or your information I send yon hercwtt l a copy o • 

from the Postmaster and our answer to the same. 

Thanking you for your kind offices on our behalf,--! am, &c., 

WM. GRAHA:M, Chairm:tn. 

GENERAL Cn,umER OF Co~xR. M. GRAY, Esq., Chairman, HoNGKONG 

lllERCE, Hongkong. 

General P ost Office, 

H ongkong, 2ith July, 1899. 

1 I tb •·1Jt of your letter of Sir -I have tbe lwnonr to ackno\\' CL ge e recm . 
29t~t ultimo respectin" the delay in forwarding from here t he registered 

the ' o . tl ··t. 1 ould be O'iven to the 'J ~· C 1"• 1
1;11g tll qllll SllO'"CStUW that an lOll';! S l o tnat ex o.·~· ,_,,, •" oo 0 • l 

Postal Agent at. your port to close mails hy direct stmti.ncrs .to Anslmha aiH 

Europe precluding the necessity for ~ending them to t.lus ofhce. 

To be accurate, the delay referred to was 9 and not 10 day s ; t he. very 
, h Cl. . t f . letip·1tchin" the matl was first opportunity offering after t e mzg u Ol ' ' o 

taken ntl van tn.ge of. 

2 'Vhile re<tret.tin" the delay that oceurred on the occn.siou in quest ion, 

1 cnm~ot admit t~at snc~l delays "often occnr," certainly none h :\VC occurred 

ll.,. ,·e been in charge of this Departmcut., the prc~cut case 
Juring the time l • ~ lf 

within my kuowledge Juring the pnst five :mtl a ha being the only one 

months. 
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3. I shall, h owever, g ive due consideration to your request and shall so 

modify the present in st l'uctions, which appear to he over ten years standing, 
so as to meet the wishes of your Chamber. -

4. It was doubtless owing to the alleged inconvenience recently caused 

to your firm in respect of mail matter by the above-namell Yessel that c:msed 

you to take up the cnse in your capacity as Chairman of the Foochow Gene· 

ral Chamber of Commrrce.·--I am, &c., 

WM. C. H. HASTINGS, P ostmaster General. 

G~ Sicmssen, Esq., Chnii·ma.n, General Chamber of Commerce, Foochow. 

Oopy. F oochow General Chamber of Commerce, 

F oochow, 19th August, 1899 • 

Dear Sir,-I h:we the honour to nekuowledge receipt of your commu

uication of the 2ith ul timo, and thank you for your proposing to take steps 

to prevent recurrence of tho uelay complained of in the tmnsmission of our 

mails through your office. 

I am somewhat surprised nt the remarks made in your paragraph No. 4 
with reference to the moti \·cs of our late Chairman in bringing the matter 

forward, (which my Committee support me in thinking uncalled for), · as we 

know they were hronght forward on purely public grounds.-! am, &c., 

W)t. Gl~AHA)I, Chairman. 

W. C. H. H n!;tings, Esq., Postmnster General, Hongkong. 

J 
Proposed New Post Office. 

HoNGKONG, 17th October, 1899. 

DEAR Sm,-In connection with the Estimates for next yeM, the follow

ing appeared in His Excellency the Governor's printcll Statement, rend at 

the meeting of the L egislatiYe Council on \\r ednesday, 11th instant. :

"The most pressing public work at the present moment is the 

building for the New L aw Cour ts, which blocks the way for 

tbe improvement of the Post Oflice, a building entirely insnf· 
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ficient and unsuited fQr the postal requirements of the Colony. 

The plans for the Law Courts were returned on January 21st 

to London with some suggestions for improvements. I have 

written urging that they shall be sent out with the least pos-

sible delay." 

2. In the Colonial Estimates for 1900 the Council is not askctl for any 

vote iu respect of new premises for a Post Office. It ts painfully evident 

from the Governor's statement that the building of the new Post Office will 

not be commenced until the construction of the new Law Courts' Building is 

completed. In consequence of t.he nnnecessn,ry delays, vtwillating ami irreso

lute policy hitherto followetl regarding the construction of the new Govern

ment. Offices it. is highly probable that the new Court House Buihling may 

not be completell within four years from this date, if even then. It therefore 

naturally follows that the new Post Office Building will not be commenced 

until after the Legnl Departments move iuto their new building, say, about 

four years hence or in 1903. The construction of the new Post Office Build

ing will take about two if not three year!<, consequently the Colony will not 

have a new Post Office for , say, Rix or seven years, or until 1905 or 190(). 

The present Post Office Buihliug ·is ttnd has been for some time past wholly 

inadequate for the Colony's requirements, bndly lighted, ill ventilated, and 

so cramped that there is not sufficient room to sort two he:wy mails a t the 

same time. It is notorious t.hat this is ttntl has been for yenrs past tho 

actual state of aff.'l.irs. With the natnral ineren.se and growth in tbc work of 

the Post Office during the next six or seven years what will it be then? 

The position of this important Government Department will have hecome 

positively intolerable, unworthy of and i11 every respect discredit.nhle to the 

Colony. 

3. His Excellency Sir Wm. Robinf>on, then Governor, nppointeJ n 

Committee on 8th SeptcmlJer, 1 SU4, "to report on the condition of the 

Government Offices and the desirability of locating tbe various D epartmen ts 

under one roof." The Committee consis ted of the Hon. the Director of 

Public Works (F. A. Cooper), the lion. the Colonial Treasurer (A. M. 

Thom son) , anrl M essrs. C. P. Chater, C.ll .G., A. McConachie, anti Sir T. 
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Jackson. After due enquiry the members repoi·tetl unanimously on 23rd 
November, 1896, as follows :-

"It is desirable for man; rensons that the several Government 

Offices sho~lhl he s ituatell close together, if possible nuder one 

roof, as much loss of time a nd inconvenience to the public 

;oul<l. he thereby obviated, an<l business greatly facilitatetl. 

ere It not for the fact that the present offices at St. John's 

Pla~e are ~n a good structural condition, arc suitably and con

veruc~tly :;ttnttted for the meeting of Council, and the a ccom

modatiOn afforded for the Colonial Secl'Ctary's Departme-nt 

appears adeqnatc, we should recommend that in any project 

for t.he erection of new buildings accommo<lu.tion shou.ltl he 

provrdecl for that department. 

"Th~ P ost Office and Treasury bnildiugs, which had been erected 

I.n 1846, for a honsc for tho Regi Htr·ar G eneral, on the site of 

the present Po-t Offi 1 T ~ Ice am rcasury, and subsequently altered 

for the ,pnrposc of serving as :t P ost Office, were in 1864 found 

to he Inadequate to meet the requirements of the P ostal 

Department ; it was therefore dceitletl to pnll them down and 

erect a new Post Office. ' 

"The present n · h '11' . lam lll l mgs, which wer·c comple ted in 1867 wi th 

cert~rn atlllitions aud altcm tions carried out in 1884 and 1885 

consist of a O'ro d fl 1 1 ' , "' nn oor· ant msement occupiell by t he P ost 

Office ancl an upper floor occupied l l\· the T D · ,, · rettsnry epart-
ment . 

"The Post Office is haclly lighted anti ill ventilated, and the Trea

sury Offices are inconveniently arranged . 

''Th · e pre6ent hmltlings are ahont thirty years old and thmwh the 

"Tl 

walls are still sound, the renewal of the internal fit ti;~s and 

woodwork throughout will shortly necessitate a considerable 

expenditure if the occnpation of the hniltling is continued. 

1e accommodation in the Post Offi . . f · eo, m sprte o the recent 

arrangement hy which the offices of A tt G · orney eneral and 

Crown Solicitor have heen plnee~l at the disposnl of the tlepart-



[ ()8 J 

J 
ment, is so cmmped that there is no sufficient room to sort two 

heavy mnils at the same time, while the space dcYoted to the 

business of the Parcel Post is in>lufficient to secure the safe 

custody of pnrceiR. In fact, the requirements of tbe Colony 

have entirely out-grown the accommodation at. present avnil-

ahle. 

" For the Treasury n strong room and n stamp room are required. 

also n ln.rge room, ensil~· accessible to the public, for account

ants and cashier~, ant! hett<>r nccommo<lntion f<ll' the clerks are 

grentl~T needed." 

4. The members of said Committee furthe r unan imonsly reported in 

f:tvour of the new Law Courts, Lnntl Office, &c., being crectc<l ou the site 

on the Praya Reclamation immediately in front of the Cit y Hnll , and that 

the Registrar General, Trcnsnry, Post. Olficc nn•l Public Works Departments 

sbonhl he accommodatetl in n new bnil<ling to he rrcrted on t~H! site also on 

the new Praya Reclamation irnmedin.tl·ly to the north of that on which the 

new Law Court,:, &c., nre to be built. The two ~itcs in fJil<'~tion nre Go,•ern

ment laud, ha Ye lnin fallow for BeYernl ~· rnr,.:, nnd :trc ~till l~·ing full ow. 

.). Sir WM. Rom~sox' s te rm. of office expired in 189!:l, wl1cn b e returned 

to England, aud the Director of Publ ic Works (Mr. Coopr:Jt) was t-rans

ferred to Ceylon in 1897. General BLACK nllmiuis tcretl the GoYerJHnent 

from F ebruary to ~oYember, 11-198, :lll•l n. new Director of P nh lic Works 

(the l-Ion. R. 1>. 0RMSnY) arrive(! in the Colony 011 20t.h Odober , 1897. In 

eonsequeuec of these changes, the two years' work of the Committee appointed 

in September, 1894, and the unanimotls r<'('ommelHlntions of it~ member~' 
were cast a~i~lc and iu their stead the fresh pmpo~als of the ue w Director of 

Public Works were brought forwanl atHl adopted in opposition to the reasons 

nnd nrgnmcnts of' t.hc e\eetell representativr~ of the people on tl1e L egisln· 

tive Council. The re~ult i,; most nntnrnl-- protracted, prolonge<l, nnd co~tly 
delays aml the indefini te pos tponement of the erection of urgently nee(led 

new public offices. 

6. The immediate erection of n. new huihling suitnhle for the cver-in

cren.sing requirements of the Post 0 ffi ce in Ho11gkong is a matter which 

directly anJ ma.terin.lly affects the interests of tlte tn:ule, eoromercr, a111l ohip

ping of this growing and progre~siYe port. Thcrdore let me ea rnestly tlircct 
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the immediat.e serious a ttention of the C . . omJm ttee of the Chamber of Com-
merce to the extremely nnsat i:>factory posit ion ( f . 
urgent necc~sity for the G . . ' nff:~Jr~ fi.Hll tllC pre~sing 

0~ CllllllCll t procec r . I 
the Luil<1in" of the . , p . . . L Jng Wit lont further Llclay with 

0 ne\\ o,t Olhce ou the ~ite f , , . • 
falloW 011 til e "'e 1> . . 0 uOVClUment J:mJ lrtl\0' 

" w J"l'"t P eel · · · o ' "' ' . n.matwn tmmedi·J.t ely to tl I 
which the 1\cw Law C ·t . . ' • · 

10 
nort 1 of that 0 11 

0111 s .110 to he erecte 1 • · 
hy the member~ of tl C . . ' .~~ tuJnn tmoHsly recommended 

. le omnll ttee appointed iu :-)cptembcr, l ti9·L 

7 • If the lJIJildill"' W \'I'C of i . I . · 0 ./ ~ .ore \· . ., ' ' could neeoHHUO<I.·•le , 
Office, the Harbour M· s t , T • • t11e P osr. 
~ '1'1 ' ' ~ .t .or, tne rcnsnl·.v, :wd the Hugi::Hrar General's Offi • • 
< c. le con!'trnctwn t hereof coni ! I . . c~ . ' 'e ooue on Wttll a t · 
wa iting three or four ,·ear . \ t'l l o ' . once lllsteatl of 
0 . ~ \11 t t le ne w Law Conrh :ti'C !mi lt The. Po~t 

ffice would thn~ he ou the marine fro t· . 11 .J,"o and lt 1" mo t 1 · ll · , 
he on th e Pt"tv'l 'l ' l . . I ! n ~ l e~l l'!t ) (' lt ~llutdd 

•. ' . 11~> wou t "Te'ttl.>· c. e'l 't t I ,., • "'l 1 1 a c t w prompt re · t J 
anu haudliug of mail matter Tl . . I -· . . eelp ' cspatch, 
which the new I 'l\\' C t. to ~aa ~ Jr,e Is unmediately north of that on 

, , Olll' :; a rc to be un il t an i . . . 
road 7 5 feet . . l l • t I s ~eparateJ tlJerefrom by a 

Ill Wll t J, ou the nol'l h there i• ·t ro·tu ~ 5 f . 
a roatl 50 feet wide ·uld on tl . I .. . . . ' ' eet wJde, on the east 

'' I C 1\e:it t lCI'C will [, • · . · feet w id d c .t Jll oposed pn vate lane 20 
e au au opeu turfed ~pace, beside~ a I'Oq<l ~, - f' . I J . ' " v ee t w J< e T l . · · 

erecte ou the Site in question the buildin" . . . tu,;, tf 
ant! far more li<>'l , . • o "ould have better ventilation, 

o lt .md ttn· than au v structure eJ·ecte(l o tl . f' L • • · u H:l :Hte o the . 
scut nw Courts could possibly have. pte-

8. The Harbour Ma~t er', Offi ·e 11 I . ·· 0 wou < t ten also b. i tl · 1. 
nCJgh honrhootl and ill tl c . 1 ·t E • , e n Je Jlll l11et late 

I lll lt :; o the office~ of shi] 'pi " fi. . . 
at present far tlistaut tb . •f'. 1, ne !Ill~ Jn:;tead of as 

Clt IOill. t ueceS"'l i'V for tl 
of j unks there couftl he t t ·'tl' . ' • . te CllLI':t!lec auJ clearance 

. a a tt 111 0' e~ ]Jeusc I . I f' ter' D . . . b • . • a Halw t o the H n.r hon l' .M· ·-
s ep.u tmeur on tile P r·t "t c . . .ts 

11 
•·) • lppo,;tte tiH• j unk :tiH:hor:wc an l ~al'lor."' 

ome wh ere there i , G 
0 

' ~ ~ ovcnnnent !aut! arailable a nti lvin" f·tllo , ., e ' \\. 

9. By utili siuo· Lite two ~ ito:; of G' . ~ "' O\ emment land lying fa,llow on t he 
.t: e w Pray a Reclmna tion north of the Cit . II, . 
montioue 1 G J .~II 111 t.he manner heroolbeforc 
. <' O\·ernmcut would have a \·aila blc fm· ~ale tl! f· . 

Site:; ou which t he present Court Ilou~e, Land 0~ . > e ,1! t~wre valuable 
uour :\l a ·t · Offi cc, los t. Othcc ant! Ihr 

• •, er~ ce ~ tan.! . The prc~cl t C H • . -
site consist:> of 41 94·- . . . . f 1 • ourt ousc, Land and Po~ t Otfiec 

. ' v ~;qu,ue eet at, say, ;:6 12 per ~quare foot " 50'} '> ' 0 
Site ou wllicJ 1 II . .. • "' ·>•""' ; the 

1 t JC . m·uour Master'. Offi • ' . 1. . ~ cc s t .ttH ~ con~Jtits of about 9,000 
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square feet Y:tltte, say, $14 per square foot, $126,000. lu audit ion t.o the latter 

there i;; the New Prnya Recl:unation in fron t thereof anJ. on which it iH 

proposed to erect the office for the Hnrbonr :Master's Department. If the 

Har\Jonr :Master's Departmm;t is acconunodatetl in the prhpo,;e•l new Post 

Office Bnillling the said "Kcw Rcclmnatiou in front to the north of the Har

bour ·Muster's present offi()e would uot be rertniretl and would be avaibhle for 

;;o.le. It consists of about 14,500 ,;quare feet and if ,;old b y auction would 

rettlise not les,; than !i; l4 a square foot or, say, $203,000. These three sites if 

sold. at, auction wouhl , there is every reason to LelicYc, realise $ 12 ; $ H ; 
ant! $14 per sqnarc foot respectively as hereinhcforc ,;tated, ot· an aggregate 

of $832,3·10. The ~ite on the ~cw Praya Rcclnmat.iou, itnmeJ.iatcly to the 

north of that 011 which the ucw Law Court;; :\l'e to be erected, consists of 

19,200 ~quare feet, which, if soh\ at public auctiou, would uot realise more 

than about. $8 per square foot or $153,600, and the site on wh ich the Harbom 

Master's Office now stands i;; about 9,000 square feet at, say, $14 per :;quare 

foot or $126,000, together 8279,100, as against ~8:12,340 c;;tiu1atcd to be 

realised for the sites on which the present Comt Hou se, Land Office, Post 

·· Office, and Harbour ~!aster's Oftice stand, together with the Heclmn;~tion in 

front of the latter. Iulaml Lo t No. 1542 cousi,ts of 2,567 square feet, is in 

the immediate vicinity of the Harbour Master' ,; present office, aml \\'aS per 

Govt•rnment ~otitication No. 3';.) of ht Jnly'. H:l99, cxpo:,;ed for sale by 

public auction, the np,.;et 11rice being $30,t!OO, aml ir realised on 24th July 

last $-17,200, or fully $ l t!.3t! per SlpHlre foot , hence $1± per square foot may 

be regarded us a not unreasonable valuation for r.he Hnrbom :Ma,ster's pw~ent 
otlice and the New Praya Reclamation in front thereof. 

10. The rent of the now somewhat famous bnilding uamed "Bcacons

iield," on which so much public money has been wastefully expended, could 

be s:wcd to the Government by the ac\J.i.tiou of :~nothcr ~torey on the build

ing in St .• J obn's Place iu w hi eh the meetiugs of Council nre held au•.l in 

which tlle Colonial Secrek<try and Director of l ' ulJiic vVorks are accommo

dated .' This new storey could be ex.ecnted n t a. t~ost of say Twenty thou:mml 

Dollars ($20,000) and it would give ample adclitional office room for the 

Sanitary Tioanl, the Educational Department, &c. 

11. The aclvautages to be uerh·etl f rom adopting the proposa.l:; ndtlnccu 

herein-- to the non-bia;;eJ and u uprejnJicetl mind-are ovcnvhehniug autl too 

obvious to neeJ. to be f!ir.ther demonstro.ted. On every ground. and for 
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financial reasons the building o f the now Post OHice ' , 
menccJ forthwith 

011 
th G . . ' &c. should be com-

e o~ermneu t ,;ttc uow lviu.r f 11 . 
the north of that 

1 
• _

1 
• "' a ow umnediately to 

• on w nc 1 the new I 'tW C t 
Public Works Department . , hi " ours arc to be erected. If the 

,u e una e to at onee nudert I· . tl 
Govcnuneut wonltl do well t n ,e JC work, the 

o cntru::;t the same to local '11' L .. 
ha\·e already construc t . 1 1 .11. . • c ttects, who et nu l tng,; m the Colouv of (1. . • value. .J orcater mngmtmle ami 

' 12. Jf the s ite in (pJC::;tion to rile north of that on 
Conrt ;; a re t o Le built i:; uot uow . . . which the new L aw 
Post Office & , G . . . . tescned for the erection thereon of tbo 

. ' c., 0"\Cllllllent may nt a ny time be asked to I • . . 

anctwn aut! a lmver wonll . 1·11 b . pt t lt up to pubhc 
• l pl OM) J C forthCOlllllW. 

I 3 .. Th e question i!:l of ~uch vital iUJ[>Ortnnce"' to the whole me·rcaut.ile 

co~nn.ulllty a ud so materially affects the future ' ·1 f of the trnde, commerce au(l 
~ Hppmg o the l'ort that f rom m v ) · . well to c ll G . . l otu t of new the Committee would t!o 

a a eueral :\Icet uw of the ~\I em bel·. f t l · I' 0 " 0 lC Chambet· and mcmo-
na Jsc the 1-.iecretn.ry of S t· t f . I C . . . a e or t le oloutes m favour of 
pos:tls m; are herein stn teJ.-tl e C 1 ·. l G ' some such pro-

• I 0 Olll·l ovemmeut hnvinu r . ' ()" 1 L nnantmou~ recommctllht ion~ f I C . "' t t:siC,nn Cl t he • , o t w omnuttee appointed in 1894 (r •f .. ' 
to on page 4 hereof) and lnwing ,\ecided in this matter of sue) .e euelP 

• ancc to act in direct op ·'t' 1 . · t grave import-post IOU to t IC VieWS 'lilt\ the . . f 
repre~cutati ves of the people on the Legisla; i,·c Couuo:~::nons o the elected 

1-!. F or the information of the Hatei>nvers 

I
. • allll the Comnwuity I am 

~en .. tng a copy of tlti::; letter to the local Jl"'-. _· l ' I ~""· :uu ·tbo for 1· 
thereof to His E . . •11 . · , • wan mg a copy 

xce eHC) the Goveruor for hil; information.- Yours, &c., 

H. C ll .I.TTERTO~ W T . H . W HITEHEAD u.cox, E~q., Secretary HoxGrON. G C • 
or: Co)r:u:r::rtcE. ' • ~ • tJ ENEJU.L 'ruMnER 

ll oNGKONG GENERAL CHAMBEr: OF CvliMERCE 

. ' HoNGKONG, 20th October, 1899. ' 
DEAlt :sm -I be" to I 1 d . ' "' ne .;:now e gc receipt of your letter of 

Htstant, on tbe ~uhject of tl , ,. .. · the 17th 
• IC necc~:s1ty of the early . · f' I 

new P o ·t Off - ' 01 ee tJon o i Je projec ted 
s tee upon the Go,·ernmenL si te o I ' . 

}Jrox iru ity to t he H ougkong ClnL. . n t 10 1 mya R eclamation m 

The letter has been circulated amotw t he C . I "' ommttlcc.- am, &c., 

H 
H CHATTERTO~ ' r on. T. H. WHITEIIEAD. • ;. 'ILCOX, Secretary. 
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HoxGKOXG GENimAJ. CnHIBEit OF Co)D!ERCE, 

1-IONGKOXG, 3rd November, 1899. 

Sm,-1 beg leave to st:.ttc, for tl.le infonnntion of Hi;o; Excellency the 

Govemor, that, at ye~tenlay':> meeting of the Gcueml Committee of this 

Chamber, it was nuauimonsly re~olvetl, on the motion of Sir THO:'IIAS JACK· 

SON' seconded uy the Hon. J. J. K F.8WIC:K :--

"That the Committee of this Chamber mge the Government to 

proceed immedi!l.tely with the erection of a new Post Office, 

the present bnildiug being inadequate for the requirements of 

the port. At the l:'ame time they urge reorganization of the 

:;taif ou a more liueral scale than that uow existiug." -1 ban:, 

&c., 
IL C HATT:ERTON W1LCOX, ::\ecretary. 

Hou. J. H. STEw.un LocKUAJtT, c.M.v., Colonial t'ccretary . 

No. 1937. 
COI.UN1AL ~EcnETAl{r'~ O.t·n cr.:, 

liOXl<KO~G, 8 th Noremhcr, 1899. 

~m,-1 tLffi directed to al!knowlctlge tlte receipt of yonr letter of the 

31st instant, tran::~mitting a re::\olution pn~scd at the meeting of the General 

Committee of the CIHLmher of Commerce held on the 2uJ in~tant, ami to 

~ ttLIC for the iuform:ttion of the Chamber tlHtt the quo~tion of :t new Post • 

Oliieo i:; nnJer tltc consideration of the Goverument.- -1 lmn, &e., 

A. )1. THOi\1SON, )J· Colouial ~ccretary. 

The Secretary, CHA)!lllm. oF Co.\DIERCE. 

Postu.l Facilities at the West River Ports. 
Hoxtai.O~H; GJ,~ERAL Cn.DWEH OF Cu.\LUEHGJ-:, 

Ho~rmo~w, 15th ~ovember, 1899. 

DEAU ~m,-Will you uc so good as to inform this Chamhcr what post:tl 

facilities thc1'c are in the \Ve:5t River Ports, whether le t ter~ can lJe regis ten.:d, 

and whether any money ortler ~y~tem exists ?--Yom~, &e., 

R. CHATTBHTON WILCOX, Secretary . 

Captain HASTINGS, R,N., Postmaster General. 

Sm,-I h:we the honom to 

even d:1te. 
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GEN~RAL PosT OFFICE, 

HoNGKONG, 1·5th November, 1899. 

acknowle•lge t he receipt of your letter of 

There are Imperial Chinese Post Offi('e~ ,nt \ R " Vnchow, K ongmoon and 
. amshui (the la t ter only recently opened). 

There j,; uo exchange of Money Order~ with Chinese 

r
on le 1 Offices. Corros-

t nee can }e registeretl for the above namctl places. 

The service is tri-weekly a s a !h' erti>:etl in the Mail Notices I 1 r 
tion fonr vessels with Ch' ~f . . n :tl < 1• . , mese ~· aster;; ply OH the river, hut as the Office 
Samshlll notifies th ·1t "0 . " l . r at R . . • Wlllo ro t te present mseenrity 011 the \Vest~ River 

'·' C.fJl~lererl jJ.fazl Matter will only be transmit ted hy steamers carrt·infF 
.... oreJO'n Offi '(' ' " tl . ffi . J M 

1 

e- e r~, · liS o ce wtll <lo the same, viz., <lespateh re"'istm·ed mail 

>y t!JC Enropean-offieeretl cmft. only, vi:>~., the Wucltow Sams;ui an 1 S . 
lwuf!.-I am &c ' • ' < al• 

·' ' ., 

W. C. H. HASTINGS, P ostmaster General. 

L 
The Piers Ordinance, 1899, 

~0. 965. CoLcNr.u. SEcRETARY's Ot>FICE, 

HoN<;JWNG, l i:ith ,Tune 189" 
Sm T I' ' "· '· ,- am ' u·el!tetl to transmit for tlw eonsit!errttion of tl Cl b Co 1 ' · te mm er of 

mmcrec t Je entloRed draft of a Bill entitled ,, The p · . 0 1' - Jeis r1 mauce, 1899." 

H i;; E xcellency the Govemor wi ll he o·latl to recnt' \"e tl . Cl n . "' •o JC Vtews of the 
J, mber on tho proposed Onlinance at the oarliest convenient dnte. 

The Ordi nance will be I'eatl for the first t' I . . 
1 

. · 1me at r 1c meetma of the L e 
"'I S ntl\·e Cotlttc' J fi · ' f '1' 

0 

• ,., -• XCil ·ot· tieBtlay next the 'JOtl · · ' ~ 1 mstant.-I have, &c., 

·rh ,J. G. T. BUCKLE, P· Colonial Sect·ctary. 
e Secretary, CHA)JHER OF co~BIERCE. 



Short title. 

:\leaning of 
h pier .. " 
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L 
No. 15 :-[7.6.99.] 

A BILL 
ENTITLEIJ 

The Piers Ordinance, 1"899. 
BE it enacted by the Govemor of llongkong, with the advice 

and conRent of the Legislative Council thereof, as follows :-

1. Thi~ Ordinance may Le cit.eu ns the Piers Ordinance, 

1899. 

2. The expre~sion "Pier" ns nsed in this Ordinance shall 

iuclntle every pier an•l wharf of whatever description, except a 

pier or wharf which belongs to the GO\'ernmcnt of th is Colony 

or to the Naval or Military Authorities. 

3 .From •tnd nftcr the date of the passing of this Onlimmce 
Rent charge- • • • 
nbleforpiers. rent in accordance with the scale which is specified in t he Schedule 

to this Ordinance shall (except in cases where ren t. on a high er 

scale is uow payable to the Government by agreement) be pn.y

nhle to the Colonial Trcn»nrcr for lite nHe of the Government of 

this Colony by the owner for the t ime hcing of any pier, whether 

already 81·~cted or herenHer to he erected or re-erected oYer Crown 

foreshore, not,;ithRt.anLling the provisions of any Ordinance to 

t he contrarY antluot.withstanilin;2: any agreement or nmlerstancliug 

between tl;e Government anti the owner of snch pier or any of 

his pretlecesHors in title to the effect. t hat no rent or rent on a 

lower scale should he payable in respACt of snch P ier. 

Snch rents shall be payable in a dvance hy equa l monthly 

instalments anti, in t he case of a new Pier, shnll commence to he 

payable from the date of t he granting of the licence therefor : 

Provided ucverthelc~s that no rent shnll be chargeahle in respect 

of :my Pier which is removetl before the expiration of one calcml ar 

month from the tlate of t.l1 e 'gmnt.ing of the licence for it;; erection 

and that rent for such a Pier, if paid, shall he refnn•letl. 

lu the case of the ex tension of an exist.ing P ier the e xtm 

rent for the extm lnnd to be coYere•i by such ext.enHion »lmll 

commence to he payable from t.iw tlntc of t.he gmnting of the 

licence for S1Hob extension. 
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I n the case, however, of temporary Piers it shall be lawful 

for the Governor-in-Council to remit tho whole or :t portion of 

nuy rent which is chargeable under this sect ion. 

·1. No pier shall hereafter be erected or re-erected except Any new pier 

with the licence of the Director of P ublic Work s, nutl evet·y such to be dof
1
npprovc c e-

Pier shall he of such design and dimension" and con8trnction a nd sign, etc. 

material as shnll be npprovetl of by the Director of Public Work». 

5. No altera tion or extension of :my Pier whatever shall at Any altcrn

any time be matle bv the owner thereof except wit h the licence t~on otor ebxt.en-
• S!Oll c 

of the Director of Public W orks. appro~·ed, 

6. Tbe foundation, snper;;!rnctnre, landing-steps, roadway, 

and every other portion of the Pier shall nt all t imes he main

tained in a state of s:~fety and 1·epair by the owner. 

Foundation 
of pier, &c., 
to be kept in 
repair. 

7. The owner shall have no right of access to :t Pier by Access to 

water other t han such a s the Harbour Master shall think fit to pier. 

allow. 

8. A green light so const.rncted and of such n. character as 

to be visible from seaward on :t dark night with a clear ntmos

phere at a d istance of at least oue mile shall be exhibited within 

six feet of the outer end of C\'ery Pier, an rl such light shall be 

erected aml maintnine<l hy the owner of the Piet· and at his 

expense, nnd shall he kept lighted by such owner between sunset 

and sunrise. Such ligh t shall he not less than ten and not more 

than fifteen feet above the level of the upper surface of tho P ier. 

Green light 
to be exhibit
et! on end of 
pier. 

9. No buoys or moorings shall be kept or pl:tced by the Restriction 

owner of any P ier oth~nvise thnn in :tecordance with and suhj'ect on buoys and moorings. 
to t he provisions of any Merci1an t Shipping Statute which mny 

from time to t ime he in force in the Colony. 

10. No Pier shall be used hy any person for the stomge of Pier not to 

t · l f d · · 1 · 1 · l . be used fol' ma erta s o a ny escnptwn, a1H no nrt1c es or mMerm s or thuws t " o s .oraQc. 

Rhall remain on nuy P ier heyond the time nctnally reqnired for 

their shipmen t or landing as the c.asc may he. 



No bnildin::?: 
except:. 
shelter to be 
erectcu. 
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11. No warehom>c, sh ed or bnihling of nny kind, other than 

n shelter ngain~t the weather, ~hall be erected hy any person on 

any Pier. 

12. Steam-ferries and passenger bonts shall not he entitled 

to ma\.:e hahitnal nse of any Pier not eonstructecl for thrir sole 
Owners of 
ferries not 
eutitled to 
exclusive use 
of pier. 

n~c, but cnsnal pn:;se11gcril nn<l their luggage shall at nll times 

• have free aece~s to any pirr for the pnrposr of landing or cm· 

Vcs,;cl not to 
lie ulon~ end 
of pier. 

Licence for 
pier not to 
be assi:rued 
without 
consent. 

Power to 
order 
remov:~l of 
pier. 

barking. 
13. IS"o ve:.:sel :;hall lie alo11gside the end of any Pie~·. 

14. No licence given for the erection or re -erec tion of any 

P ier shall Le assigned or tmnsferrc(l withont. the conscut of th e 

Director of llnhlic V'{ork~ he!ng prcvion~ly nl>tainetl in writing. 

15. In the eveut of any futnrc exten~ion of the P raya ren

dering the removal or part.ial remo,·al of auy l)ier advisable, a.ml 

in that eveut ouly, it ~hall he lawful for the D irector of Public 

Work s to order thnt ~uch l'ier ~hall he either pnrtinlly or entirely 

removed by the owner allll at hi:; cxpcn~.c. T he Director of 

Pnblie ' Vork5 shall :doue be entitle•! to dictate, in the e \·cnt of a 

partialrcmo,-al of snch Pier, what portious of it arc to be so 

removed, n.ud :my such rcmontl, whether pm"tiltl or total)- shall be 

effectml by the owner within snch a period as sha.ll he ordered by 

the Director of PnlJ!ic W orks in a Hot ice in wri ting serve!! npon 

the ow ner. 
The cost of such removal or part.ial rcmond of any l'ier shall 

be defrayed exclnsively by the owuer thereof', ami no compensa

tion will be pai\l by the Government for any (lescript ion of loss 

or damage, whether direct or indirect, whieh the owner of ;;nch 

Pier may sustain by reason of auy snch removn.l or partial re-

moval. 

Power to 
mnkc Regu
lations. 

16. T he Govemor-in-Conncil shall have power to maliC 

Regulations for the erection, re-erection, alter:t tion, cxten~ion or 

maintenance of Piers and genemlly for the further nml better 

carrying ont cif the provisions of this Onlinnnce. ~uch l{cgulu

tions shall he pnblisheu in t he Gazette. 
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17. In ~l~e event of any pcr~on fail ing to comply with :ln~· 

of the prov1s1ons of t l · 0 1· J . liS n ruance, or of any Hegul:, tion m:Hle 

therenllller, such pcr~on shall he lhul' t . fi . ' u 0 pay "· ne not ex:cecdlll"' 
one hnudretl dollar:; ant! in default f "' • • ' 0 payment of such fine to 
tmpnsonmcut for a r1c .· 1 · . • t!O( not cx.eccdlllg r, ix months, wi th or 

wtthout l~a~·J lahonr, and in t he C\-en t of a eontiuned hren.ch of 

any provtswus of this Ordinance or of any Regulation~ made 

t.hereuruler the per~on oiteuding shall bn liable to pay n.n adtlitioual 

tine of ten tlo llnr:; a hv f . 1 1 ' ' '. OI eae 1 am every tlay tlur in (J' w!Jieh he 
shall so r ' m · · 1 f 1 ° c am lll t e an t, and every snub n• l.!itiotml .fine shall he 

l'CCOVCI"tU]e s 'I . , .umman y under the prodsion~ of any Mao·i.;trates 

Ordmance wh ich mav f. . . "' tom t nne t (J tune be in force i u the 

Colony. 

Penalty. 

18. Tho folio ·· eo "mg o tatntes are h ereLv repcale 1 1 -
"eCtJ.OIJ 68 · d "' 1 · ' '' uame y, nell' I ~ ,m oc Jetlnle (D) of Ordin·wce I~ l>f 1'"o9 l . "' ea;, 1

9 
. . ' " c;<"> a1H scctton 

- ,md tbe S<;het!nle of Onlinuncc 2ii of 1891. 

. 
HJ. From and after the date of the commencenJcrlt of 

0 l 
t his Piers to be 

nmauee, Pier:; :;hall be cxet t f' l · np I'OJll t te payment of rate~. exempt from rates. 

20 T l · · C · • ·, liS Jrdl!tauce shall come in to force on the I ,;t day of 

July, 1899, antl the new re t · 1 ll . ·ll :; c Jargea ' e uutlcr scctiou 3 of this 

Onltuancc and the sche(ln'e s i 11 • Ut commence to run f rom and in-

cluding the 1st da)· of .July, 1899. 

SCHEJHJLE. 

Scale of anu ual rcnto5 clwrgeable under this 01'1/inance for 

encroachments of Piers over Crown Forfs!W7'C. 

(a.) Withiu the IIal'lllllll' limi ts on the IIo "1- ' 1 1' u"' ,oug SH c : 
• or encroncl.Jmcnt::; of .)()() sq nare feet OJ' I •. . " 1:' ess, .... .. :::; 

• or encroachments excee(ling 500 square feet , bu t 

120 

, not cxceetliug 1,000 sqnaro feet, ... .. .... 00 00 00 

I• or encroachments exce"uiu"' 1 000 . f . ~ "' • :;quare eet, bu t 
not exceedwg 2,000 square feet, ................ .. 

]))0 

300 

Commence· 
mcnt of 
Oruinauce. 



(b.) 
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L r er 2 000 square feet, hut For encroachments exceeL m., ' 

l . 3 000 square feet, .... •• ......... $ 
not excecL mg ' 

1 For encroachments excceLliug 3,000 square feet, Hit 

l . " 0()0 ~qu·ue feet, · · · •• · ••• •· ·• · · uot excce1 mg v, '· ' . 
,r I" 5 ooo s<tnnrc feet, but For encroachments cxcee 11" ' 

1. 10 000 ;;qu·tre feet, •··•·• •••·•· ·•· not CXCCCL lllg ' ' ' 
r n· 10 000 ::;quare feet, ... 

·For encroachmeutd cxceeL m., ' 

In any other place : 
Half the above scnle. 

660 

900 

1,200 

Objects and Reasons. 
. f tl', Bill is to proYide for the collection of rent 

The obJect o n:; · 1 
. ·J' " t a certain fixed sea e, no 

from the owners of pl!~rs, accm IIlo o 1 .•. -
d ·hat terms a.nL eonul 

matter at what date and no mutter un er " 

tious such piers were erected. . 
. . fi 1 · the schedule to tlns 

The scale of rent which 18 spec! tO< lll • • 
. . f . but it IS behevcd that 

Bill is hi~rher than that hitherto m orce, b , . 
"' . 1 · " the nmount of aruoUl 

the rate is :m cqui t.able ouc consiL crw,., 

space which is occupied . 
. "' 8 9 10 11 19 13 14, and 15 of the 

S . 4 - (j ' , ' ~, , 
cctwns ' i), ' ' ' ' . • l ·bal 'lltm"ttions 

Bill nrc in the main merely re-enacttnent:>, wtt' vet ' ' ' . 
' l · ·t l in COilCCSSIOUS 

11.1ltl mOLlification,;, of the terms recent y. msc~ ~l , • t ermit of 
for the crectiou of pier, except that sectwn 1 <J l oc~ uo p f 

h 
l of a IJier bein" ordered sa.Yc in the o,•ent o any 

t e remova 0 
• 1 lv isable 

, • f the Praya reudering such retno\a n< . ' . 
future ex ten::. ton ° ' · 

the Go,·crnor-lli-
Section 16 confers a genero.l power upon f h' 

. . f tl t"lllCC of the objects o t IS 
Council to make Regnlatwus m m· le ' 

Bill. 1 f tllc pro vi -
Section 17 Jays down the pennlty for breac ' o . . h 

. ·l 'l . ·tion 18 effects t e 
sions of the Bill or any Regulauous, " u c sec 

uecessary repents. b 
Section 19 Jlrovide,; that the uew scale oi rent l~tid dtfmJ·n I ~ 

. from the lst o 11 )• 
l . "ll"·ll commence to lliU this On mance ~ ~ 

1899. 
HEXRY E. PoLLOCK, 

Acting Att01·ney General. 
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HoNGKONG GENERA!. CnAllmEn oF C o )UIERCE, 

HONGKOSG, 23rd June, 1899. 

Stn,-I beg to acknowledge receipt of yom·lctter (N o. 905) of the 15th 

instant enclosing tlraft of a B ill cutitlct! "The Pier;; Onl itmnce, 1899," ttiHl 

reques ting tm expression of opiniou thereon from the Chamber. l n reply I 

am ins trncted by tbe Committee to remark :-

2. Tbe time given for con~ideration of so important n, Bill, iu volving 

large intcre;;ts, i~ brief and quite insufficient. 

3. There seems no ucce~sity for such a theasure. The rents puiu h itherto 

have been fixeu by His Excellency the Go,·eruor untlet· an Order-in-Council, 

aml the Committee respec tfully submit that those rents are sufficient ' in 

amount. 

4. The scale in the Schedule, thongl.t lower than the one proposed last 

year, is still very much in excess of what should be charged wheu it is con
sidered that the nmount is fully six times thttt of the Crown R ent in the 

Marine Lots. 

;). If it were COlweded that any ueee~~ity existed for t his Bill, then 

Clause 20 ought certainly to rec:ci ve au addit ion, something to the following 

effect :--"for a period of ti.fty years from thn t. date, when the scale will 

be sttlJjeet to revision." 

6. Tbe Dill is, how c ,·er, open to se,·eral other seriou;; olJjcctious, not 

the leas t being the hrench of fai th in certain iu~tauce~ with some of the wharf 

owners, amounting to something in the na ture of conliscatiou . 

i. The Committee wish agai n to point out to tbe Government that 

many of tbe;;c piers were erected mninly for the conl'enieuee of the tra.Yelling 

public, and that they nre not uow a ud never were intended to be ~~ source of 

revenue, This i:; uotably the case with the wharves of the Hiver S teamboat 

Compauies. Were these p iers t!ispeu:;ed with a nd passeugers and cargo landed 

in Loats, as is done from t he ocean stenmers, great inconvenience wouht 

result, and the duties of the ¥Vater P olice would be largely added to, while 

the facilities now existing for t he rapitl di scharge aud distribution of the 

food supplies brought iu the river steamers would be mucb curta iled. 
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8. Under all the ci rcumstances, therefore, aud having regard to the fact 

that any bnnlens laid upon wharf owner s mm;t, necessarily prove obs tructive 

to the course of trade, a tax upon shippiug, an•l an interference with the 

freedom of the port, the Commi ttee tm~ t t hat His E x cellewy the Governor 

will be able to see hi,; way to continue the sys tem of scale of rents for w harves 

now existing, or with only some slight modilim~tion of the iiamc.-I have, &c., 

R. CHATTEHTON WILCOX, Secrctnry. 

Honourable CoLONIAL SECU&TARY. 

No. 64. 

-----

The Puaw Opium Ordinance, 1899. 
CoLoNIAL ~ECRETARY's OFFICE, 

Ho~GKuNG, 15th J une , 1899. 

Sm,--.J am directed to transmit for Lhe cou:;idemtion of the Chamber of 

Commerce the enclosed dreft of a Bill entit.led ''An Onlina.ncc LO fnrthot· 

n.menJ the Haw Opinm Onlimmce, 1S8i." 

Hi:> Excellency the Go,·ernor will be glad w receive the views of the 

Chamber on the proposed Ordinance at the earlie:;t convcuient tlatc.--I have, 

&c., 

,J. G. T. BUCKLE, p. Coloni:d ~ccl'ctary. 

The Sccrctmy, CHA:UIJEH OF ComrERCE. 

No. 12 :-(B.6.99.] 

A BILL 

EXTlTUW 

Au Onliuance to further n.mcnd the l{aw Upinm Onliuunce, 

l 88i. 
BE it enaete•l by the Governor of llong koug, with the ad

vice and con sent of the Lcgislati r e Council thereof, as follows :-

~hort title 1, This Bill may be cited as The Raw· Opium Amendment 

~~i~\~~on~truc· Ordinance, 1899, and it ~hall he reacl and co11StrtlOLl as one 

Ordinance with 0l'dinnuccs 22 of 1887 and 22 of 1891. 
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- 2. s. action 6 of Ordinance 22 of 1887 as amended by sect.'IOll - f 0 Possession of 

i> o rdwance 22 of 1891 is hereby amended so as to reatl as loose opin m. 

follows :-

"N . .1. o person except the Opmm Farmer shall have anv 

loose opium other than samples not exeee(lhw tw~ 
tacls in h is possession or under his eusto(ly o; con

t rol, and the Opium Farmer shall not have anv 

loose opium in bis possession or under his cus tod~ 
or control except in an opinm boiling establis1Jment 

which has been a.pproved of by the Govern or-ia 

Conncil." 

:l. Section 9 of Ordinance 22 of l 8S7 is hereby amended Lv 
inser ting at the encl of t ll t · 1 f · a sectiOn t lC ollowing ntlditionnl 

paragraph, namely :-

Every person landing in the Colony any opium shnll 
store such opium in n warehouse licensed hv the 

Government for sneh purpose ; and such ware1~onso 
slmll be under the control of the Superintendent, 

nnd such wnrehousc shall be opened only in the 

presen.ce of the S uperintendent or his Deputy, aud 

no opiUm shall be t k t f · a en on o such warehouse 

except iu the presence of the Superintendent or hill 

D eputy' nml no opium shail be removftl from such 

warehouse except in accordance with the provisions 

of section ·1 of this Ordinance and section 11 of the 

lbw Opinm Ort1inance, l88i. 

4. Section 10 of Ordinance 22 of 18o7 ~·s 1 o 1erchy amended 
so as to read as follows :-

10. E very person moving opium for exportation in 

chests shall, before tloiua so send to tl S . "' , · 1e upcrm-
t~n(l~nt a requisition i n the form of Schedule C. fnr

mshmg the particulars therein requi red, whereupon 

t he Super in tendent shall g rant nn expor t permi t in 

(Set 21 of 
lSgJ , s. 10.) 

Rt<Jrin.,. of 
opiuml n 
w:trehouse 
on importa 
tion. 

Export of 
chest@. 
Payment of 
duty. 



Master of 
vessel to re· 
port opiam. 

Repen.l. 
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the form of Scbctfnle D. authorizing the sahl opium 

to be exported. Such person sba.ll cause such 

permit to be exhibited to the Opium Farm~r or b~s 
ngcnt and such permit shall be signed by btm or Ins 

agent: and shall not be uscll or acted upon until it 

is so signed. · 

~~ orcover everv person moving opium for exporta-tion in 
~1. , • 

chests shall, before so moving it, pay to the Supcrinten~et.lt 
for the nse of the Chine:;e Government Tnriff duty and h-km 

amonnting to 110 Tnels per chest . 

In the case of opium put on board a vessel for export the 

master of such vessel shall furnish the Superintendent with a 

receipt for such opium, and such receipt shall contain full 

particulars of the mark, nnmber, contents, weight, 11amc of the 

shipper, name of the consignee, name of the vessel, port of 

destination, and the date of receipt on board. 

• 1'h followinrt section shall be inserted in Onl innnce 22 u. e o 

of 1887 after section 11, and shall be numbered and lettered 

l lA :-
11 A. The master of nny :;hip, which arrives in the 

waters of this Colouy with any opium on board, 

shall be hound, whether such opinm is consignetl 

to this Colony or to some other port, to r eport parti

culars of the mark, nnmhcr, conten ts, weight, name 

of the shipper, umne of the consignee, nml port of 

dcstinn.tion of such opium to the Dnperintentlcnt 

ami, in the event of snch master fn.iling so to report , 

he shall be liable to the payment oE a fine not. ex· 

cccding the huntlrell tlollars and in default of pay· 

mcut of sneh fine to imprisonment for a pcrio<l not 

exceeding six mouths with or withou t hard labour, 

uwl stwh opium may he forfeitetL 

Pe~tion 12 of Ordinanc~c 22 of 18H7 is hereby rcpealctl. 6. ,, ,, 

fh~RY E. PoLLOCK, 

Actin17 ,J ttorney Gencml. 
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~0. 76. COLONIAL SECRETARY'S OFFICE, 

liONGIWNG, 3rd July, 1899, 

Sm,-With reference to my letter ~o. 64: of the 15th ultimo, I am 

tlireeted to request that the eady attention of the Chamber of Commerce 

may be given to the Dmft Ordinnnce enclosed therewith, and tha t a reply 

may be sent a.s soou as possible.--! have, &c., 

.1. G. T. BUCKLE, p. Colonial Secretary. 
The Secretary, CHAMIIE I~ o~· ColDIERCE. 

HosGKONG GE!'iEUAL Cu.umrm Or' CmnmncE, 

HoNG JWNG, 20th J nly, 1E!99. • 

1-im,--I beg leave to acknowledge receipt of your despatch (:Xo. 64) of 

t.be 15th ultimo, enclosing draft of a Bill entitled " An Ordinance to further 

amend the H!tw Opium Ordinance, 1887," for the consideration of the Com

mittee, and a lso of yom letter of the 3nl i!Hltant, n;.king that an answer to 

the first might be returned as soon as posl"ihl ~. 

With reference to the lat ter I am inHtrneted to express the Committee's 

regret at the nnavoitlable clchty that has taken place in the eou:sidemtion of 

thi:s measnrc, the importance of which and the possible con~eqnen ce;; of cer

tain of it~ clause>; having necessitated very seart:'hing inqniries. 

I nm now directed to offpr the snhjoinetl observations on the Bi ll :-

I. Scetion 2. The wonling of this section is somewhat obscure, 

and its provision:; a re open to grave objection as they would, 

if enforced, render business in ot.her than Bengal opium imprac

ticable. Imp01tcrs are obliged to open case:s of Malwa, P er· 

sian, and Turkey drug, and give samples varying from 2 to 6 

taels in weight, aceording to quality, for the purposes of 

"boiling :tnll tes ting before purchase. 1\'Inhm is di vidctl into 

v:trions gmdes, soft, bar<!, new and ohl of different qualitie~ 

ami value~, and no sale ean he effcctell without first giving 

int.cmlin;.r bnyers :m opportunity of testing the drug t.o asccr· 

tain its Yttl uc, which varies in sonw ease~ :l !; much ns $ 100 per 

chest. 
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2. Section 3, amending Section 9 of Ordinance 22, making pro

vision for the establi~hment of Bomlell W arehonse1'. The 

opinm merchants strongly urge that the prnctice followed in 

Shanghai he adoptell here, s ubstituting, however, the mer
chants' godowns in I-Iongkong for the hulks a.t the Treaty 

Port, the merchants gi\·iug s imilar bond~. to that required in 

Shanghai anll conforming to like regulationR to those in force 

there. 

:l. Sl!Ct ion 4. The Comm i ttce are of opinion that the ~cconll sen· 

tence of pnragmph l of thio; section should he omitted. The~· 
submit that it ill wholly nm•ecessary, :nul if retainell would 

give the Opium Farmer, himself a ltu·ge exporter, an nnfnir 

advantage over the mere hants hy placing it in his power to 

delay their shipment:;. 

4. Paragraph 2 of Sretion 4. The Committee strongly recom· 

mellll the omisf;ion of this elanse in it.:; (lutirety. When in 

their letter of the 12th Angu><t, l(i98, they ~nggested that the 

Govomment slwnlll give its consideration to the. formulation 

of some "other scheme which will not only proYidc an (>ffcc th ·c 

Pbeek on the import of the drug, but wil l trnce it also to eon

snmptiou or exportation," they ditl not intend to ('onvey the 

idea that the collertion of 1 hP tint it·~ ~honl<l lte umlerta.ken hy 

the Government .. 

For the Government to undertake ~nch :L tMk would not. only be nnne

ce~sary, l.Jnt it would lent! to tronblE~somc emnplit~ntion;.; aJHI proYc vexn.tions 

to the mercluwts. In illustration of thi~ assertion, I may mention that mneh 

of the opium imported -nltlwng h it may not be ~ ped fi cully statell on the hill 

of latling--i~ really 8hippe<l for optional tlelh·ery a.t Hongkong or 1-;hunghai, 

and the consigneel:l h ere, if th ey wish the f<hipmcnt to he continneu on lo the 

latter port, notify th e carrier" awl pay rhe tli1fe rcnee in freight. This opium 

would of course he mnnifcstetl for llongkong ami wonhl haYe to be entered 

:tgain in the Hhnnghni manifest. Be~illes the~e optional shivmenls there 

wonld be the usual local ~bipments to Shanghai. At thnt port the duty i~ 
paiLl by the nn th·e dealer and not hy the importer, and then on! y when it. 

goe~ into ronsmnption lnPnll~· · If rhe opinm i:< n~•1nire•l c'lsewhf'rc, th<' 

dealer mere! v lt ·t . t t . 1 · . . . • • ~ o tau:; up •1, and the cous iguec p:ws dutv ·Jl nort 
tmatton. Suppo:sirw t he lut I . . ' r of tlt•;;-

o ' ·Y to •c payable• he re tl I 
ins t<-atl of th . . t' . I 

1 
· ' .re mer~ tan ts would 

e ll.l 1\ e tea e r~ be l"tllc l ' 
f rom tui>< port Ot' "cou tin;: •tl ,, " ~ upon to pay on evcr·y elic~<t shippell 
remains in ~tor ", • , e OH lll the steamer, ami as •lpium ft'ClJne:ttly 

. n.,c tot mon ths and even occasional! v f . .. . , I 
paid on tui:; •t • 

01 
yc.t ' "• t 1c amount~ 

duty ha d bc~n· ~:~~~~:~~ .wrm_l~l ~l,JOIIl nceumnlat.c . ;\foreover, opium un which 
te nug •t Je o~ t on thP p·t!i ·:w' lf I G 

deeitlctl to cuforce tl · · .. ~. oc. t te -.o vemmctH 
lC pavmeut of th is tl ut\' 1 . 

divert n consider·tll . . . . . . . ' ~lie l aetlon eonltl not fail to 
• ' J e pot I IOU of the tmde from H oHu-l·onor 'l' l ' . 

arc of opinion t.lmt 'LII tl, t . , • . e ' ,_. IC Connnt ttec 
' 1·' 1" 11eecssarv fo r the (3 .. 

an effective ehel·k Ill 11 . . . O\el ument to do, to prodtlc 
· l 1e ~lll ll""·ltnu- f · · hott ·e" f . tl . . ""' o o opuun, •s to establi,.:h Boudetl \V·tre-

:s ~ 0 1 te s tonwc [ tl • 1. . • tl . o o w l utg, maktug u:::e (a~ JJrevion~lv meutioHctl) o[ 

IC opmm me t·clmnt's g:odowm; as far a~ . . • • 
all opium actually· dz' , · ' . 1 . I . po~sthlc, and to keep an n.econnt o[ 

- ~Cttwge( lll forwl ·otw f . · 1 · tl C'l . . o ' o• \11111:; llllg t.hc repre~cutativc of 
IC uuc:;c lmpen·tl i\hr't' C f . tl ' . . . ' . • ' J uu ~.: ~~~tom s with part iculm·s of all permits is:;ue l 

01 lC ex pm t of op1um. l 

,], P·n"t•7r•t 1 ·• f " · ' ' o 'p l " o ·~CetJOn ·1. To !"lllJUire the weight of the opinru 

to be speci fied 'lJlpe· ~ t '- . ' ar.. o uc ueeJie:ss :seemg th ;tt the duty is 

chartreJ h)· the I . I "I . . o mperut .i• nntunc Cn»toms bv tlw chest I 

:uu also to point out th· t 1 • • • 

I 

a t lC name of the con:Ji<rnee cnuHot 

a wavs Le ~ht • I .. I '11 I' I . o • ' et ' .t~ H s o . adtll" arc llC"Ot 't· t'- lc I o o • U t OCIIIllC ll(S 

anti are frclpteu tly made ont to order. 

ti . ~cctiou ti. Th , f . rr · • • .· c me~outg obJect tons apply cq ually to the indu-
:ston of the words " w · .. 1 t, 1 " . . . . eto I lllll ll llllle oi I:OIISl"llCC" in tJti,.: 
~cctwl J o ·-
.. J. :un further iustrnclcd to tlra.w attention to tl ' 
pe nalty--·' iJ .• . • •e .· . npu~oumcu t for a perimlrwt exceeding :;ix mouthl'l 

" lth or Without hard lahonr " - to ,,·ltJ'<·.L it i:< propo~cd to 

~nhjcct mas ter;; of vc:;~cls for f· ' [ . ' . • . ,· . • . tl II lO Ol 0111 1~~!011 to I'C!JOI't 

oll ll\al wluch tl c . ' Je OlllllllllCO COWi iller to be Ulli'CrtSOIULbJc. 

Fiu·d h · I 'n t • • • < n ° suggest the dele tion or the conr:luding wonb 

opium may he forfc i tell," as of th i~ ~eet iou vi" . " .. 11 1 . 1 ' u.. •• L ~ne 1 

being irm tion:ti.- I ltavc, &e., 

H. CHATTERTO.N \VlLC'O X.' .., 
Hon. J. li .., ~ , ·~ecrela1·y 

• •col'E"'.-I. HT LocKHAnT, c ~r G ClJIOllt. 1 .., • .. · ., a "'ecretnry. 
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The Met•chant Shipping Consolidation Ol•dinance, 1899. 

No. 229. 
Coi.oNui. ~xcRETAnY';; 0Fl'' ICJ.:, 

HONGIWNG, 13th February, 1899. 
. . f If . Fxccllcncv the Governor S -I haxe the honour by dn·ertlOtl o . ~~ , . . ·• . 

'-m, . f 1 Cl ber of Commerce a 
to forward herewith for the consi<lerutton o t te tarn . . . . 

" l·· ft Bill entitled "The Merchant Shipping Consohd;~tlOH Ot•h-
•~opy Ol a l t.t 

n:wce, 1899."-1 han~, &c., 

,J. G. T. BUCKLE, p. Colonial ~ccretary. 

The Secre tary, CuuiBER of' Co:~tmmc:E. 

, 
IloxGKU.:\G tiEXEHAL CHA~IBEit oF Cu:~umHcE, 

lloNGKONG, 28th Fehrnary, lfi99. 

S -1 be" Lo ackuowlcdge receipt of your letter (Xo. 229) of the l3t~J 
' lR, o . • f I. Cl· ber COli'' of a draf t. l' f . Lhc eousitlern,ttou o t us l.Ull ' J 

iu~taut, fm·wan mg · 01 
· • • • Hl99 " The 

1rtl entitled "The }Ierchant Shippiug Consoltdatwu Onlm auce, . ' 
1 

. t 1 10 ·uv that. the Com-
Bill is now under considernriou, :lllcl I am tu:-ltrnc Cl ~ • 

• t ·'ll ·nt1cl in the rc,;ult at the earliest pn:;sihle d:tte.-1 h:we, &c. , 
mlt cc "' ,~ -

H. l'l-IATTERl'O:\ \Y lLCOX, :-;e .. retary. 

TIll': , . ~TAl'" FEJWY C:o:Ml'A:\Y, LnliT I~ H. 

HoNGKO!\G, 12th .Tune, 1899. 

• l> .· " the followin.,. fact:; to the notice of the 
Sm,-1 have the honout to tlllo "' 

Chamber of Commerce:-
. l) 11 l'r 1 •tl F ern · lloat~, 

.. 
) This Company i:; po:;sc,;:;ctl of two ou J e· • et c • • . 

( 
1 

l " -u · "" ~Jtd ,, G uidiu" Star " having IUI l; pper Deck 
t 10 lU 01'1111l0 " "' 

for first class pas:;cngcr><. 

(2) 
·1 · tha t, thi~ The Go\·ernment .Ma rine ~nrn·yor will :;t agremng 

U D k . , '•tfc f'ot· the carrino·e of tm~,;;eugers, is nuable to pper ec l t:> ,., · e-

1 tl l•tw " ives him no mcaonre it for that pmpo:;e >CCttHse le ' o 

power to do so. 

l ·1 to dccliuc to iut.erfcre iu (3) The Govemmeul Oil being appca eu 

the mattN". 
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( 1 ) The opinion of .Mr. I<'m11ciH, Q.c., has been l~tkeu a mi he agree~ 

that the Marine S urveyor has no power to measure the deck 

iu qnestion. 

(o) :Mr. Gillic:;, ~l es,.;r:;. B uruie and Gocldanl, and Capta in Ander:;ou 

have given it a:; their opinion that it i~ absolutely :;afe to carry 

pas:;euger:; 011 the Upper D eck. 

The po:;ition is therefore thi~: Th e Boat >' were :;pec:ially J t•signed f or 

carr~·i ug· passenger:-; ou th e upper Deck. Expert~ arc of opinion t hat it i~ 

perfec tly ~afc to tlo ~o aud a~ 1t llllLt ter of fae t they actually do ca rry t helll 

yet the law <locs not allow of the Deck heiug men~nretl. 

::-i uch au :uwmaly i ~, it is cun~ ideret l, s ufficient justilil'at ion fur an 

:uncoclmcut of t he l:~w allll my Dircct-<H's will L.e much obl iged if tbe Cham

ber of Commerce wol{ld embody, iu t he recommeudatiou,; which they arc 

making to the Government in conuectiou w ith the revi8iou of the f:'h ippiug 

OnlimmecJ, lL ,.;uggcs tiou to th e ctfed that the U ppcr Decks of Fcr•·y 

Launcheil which are s pecially eonstmctetl for carrying pa~.-;engers sh ould be 

licensed al'cunlingl.'·.-1 ha,·c, &c., 

ED\VAHD U!';BU1UIE, 1:iccrctary. 

H. CJJ.\l'T J::HH>X Wu.c·ox, E~q., !';cerc t:t ry, G Ex~:JUL C'H .DIBEl~ OF Co~I· 

)IEHCE. Hong-ko ng . 

HuXG J(QX<Y l.;.EXER .~I. CHAliBEI~ OF CO)DI J::RC't<:, 

lJONG IW:\ G, 15th J II IIC, 1899. 

.":'m,-Heferriug to the ~uhject me ntioned hy me iLt our in ten·iew yester

clay, namely, the fact t hat under the exi~ting Ordinau ee the ~1m·iue Sni'Yeyor 

has no powe1· to Jneasnrc t he upper clecks of t wo of t he boats employed 

h_,. the Star F e rry Company, in the Kowloon Ferry ~en·iee, I uow beg 1o 

forward for yom cons ideration copy of t he let ter addressed to t his C l;amhcr 

h~· the Secretary of the Company. 

• 
I am :;tn·e you will agree t hat the pre~cut is a mo:<t favourable oppor-

tn ui ty, by a provi8iou in the new Bill, for measurement of Upper D ecks for 

the removal of this anumaly.--1 haYc, &c., 

H . CHATTERTO.i\ WILCOX, Secretary. 

To Hon.. H. E. PoLLOCK, Act ing Attorney General. 

-
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The Dangerous Goods Amendment Ordiuauce, 1809. 

Ho:sGKOXG, 9th December, 1899 . 

Dc:Att Sm,- Hcfcning to the new Ordinance entitled " Tbc Dangerous 

GooJs Amendment Onlinuucc of 1S99," read u firs t time in the Lcgislati \'l1 

Council on 30th :Kovembcr, we would like to \h·aw t.he attention of the 

Committee of your Chamber to the fnct that elansc 5 of the Bill, as it is 

now eulu.rged, would embrace the following articles under lis t of "Ua.n-

geron:; Goods " ,·iz, :-

Percn,.:siun Caps, 

Priming Ca.p,.., 
Empty ~porting Case~, 

which might come in either under the •lenominntiou of "Fulmina te of ~ler
cury " or of "Ammunitiou of all descriptions." These goods ha,·c hitherto 

been contiidercd a~ not Jangcrom; and have not beeu su hjcctetl to a.uy rest ric-

tion in ~Luring or haudling. 

In "upport of the vie\V of the nwre harmless chanwter or these good:; 

we beg to hand yon enclosed copies of a letter from :-

1. Col . N. D. :\!agemlie, H. )1. Inspec tor of ExJJlosi ve:;, tl . J . 5 .11.1!:!8.5 

2. l';tpt. J. J I. Thomson, Jt.A., tlitto d. d. 27. 9.1897 

both hig h aut.lwriti e~ 011 thb Llllc~t.iou at home, in which it is t; ta tetl that the 

Explo~ive~ Act of 1S7 5 recognizes in the plaiue~t nud fulle ,:t m anu er ;t mos t 

umrke1l distinction betwceu Percus~ion Cap::a and 1 he more dangerous e x" 

plosive~ . Thn,; sec tion 50 mentious P ercussion Caps ;tmongst the few 

e xplosives which may be kep t without any licence or registration. 

lu our opinion, therefore, the ;tbove goods should not be classed as dau

gct·on,;, ;md we, the nwlersigne\l, sbouhl feel much oblig ed if yonr Committee 

wonld sec their way to take s teps to hring this matter to t he notice of t he 

Govemmeu t with a dew to have the new Bill so ;>ltercd as uot t.o interfere 

with t he ;thove mentioned articles , and not to include them in t he list of 

tlangerons goods. 

W e wouhl like ab o to mcutiou that Fnzes, which are specially meu

tioued in the Bill, are iu our opinion likewi;;e iu no w ay dangerous, as they 

[ 8!> J 

0 
are pnckcd quite l'epamtely a nti are not in n ny contact with Detonators.-

'\\' e arc, &c., 

lVIEYER & Co. 

~IEi\1SSEN & Co. 

C AHLOWITZ & Co. 

LA UTS, WEGENER &. Co. 

SANDER, WIELER &. Co. 

H. C. Wu.cox , Es~> ., Se 1 fl ., ' <'J'e a ry, OXGKOXG C H.urmm OF Co.M)JF.RC~:. 

IIomc Offl<·e, 

;j th N oYemher, I HS.'i. 

Gcntlcmen,-1 have the hononr to k ae ·now ledge the ret•cij)t of ,_.om· 

letter of 4th :Nol'ember. 

I am, of course, en t irely iguoraur of t he considerations which ha,·c indnc l 
the Honakmw Anti · · I · .et o o wrtttcs to P ace Percussion Cn.JlS OH the ""Jne f'o t ' (' I ' •o" () IIlO' llS 

:r ll llpowc er. ~nch :wtion canuot of course he i 1 o . 

tl 
. f ' . . ' u a uy wav lU.Bed llf)Oll or 

o\\ out o anv of the p . .· · , · J , • • • I O' ts wus of t lC F.. xJ> Iosn·e~ A<•t l f; "' •• f . · 1 · · ' ' 1 il • m, al' von are 
a ware, t Hll A ct recognizes in plainest aud f ullest , ' . 
clisti nction het.wcen mauner a lllM t market! 

P ercus><ion Caps anLl the more dangerous cxplosi ve,.:. 

Thnl' hy ><cetion 50 P cl·cnssion C'aps are n.mon'' 

which mav lw kep t •' tl . "' . . . "I Jont any IH~ence or regi~ tmtion . 

t lw fRw c xplosi I'I?S 

P ercuss ion Capi< are not. onlv c la~~ed in the D' ·· lea st daugen>HS eht' S ( \'iz 
tvn. 10 t;la~s 6) but i tl I . . ·-· .. , . . . ' u IC pac ung and con\'C)' ill" recrnlot 'J oJJS tl 

pln · 1 1 1 "' o •• · wy arc 
eeL tllH er t te mo:<t. f;wo nrnble <'omlirions (See () ·1 . f S 1 ancl 4) 1 · '· 11 

e J 
0 

'- eerctary of S tnte 
. . am arc even not t•eqnire<l to he laheJle,l ns " F . I .· . • " . . 

(
() of ~ f c• ..... . · ,x Jl o~" e~ at all 

· • • 0 ,.., , • • 0. 3 P art E .S. 4c.). 

Of c·onr."f', Percussion CaJ>s do · 1 not Il l <' n<le DetountM~ (scp 0 ( ' 1) 
I ha\' c, &c., m .. .-

• ( S igned ) 

MPssrs. K~·noch & Co., Limitc,], L ion 

N . D. ?l·hGENiliF., Colonel , 
H.M. lns pcctoJ' of Explosi\'cs. 

\Vo,·k~. Wi tton ncnr Birmin~ham. 
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Home Office, Whitclmll, S. W. 

2ith Scptemlter, 1897. 

Gentlemen,-1 have the honour to acknowledge the receipt of yours of 

the 24th inst ant. In reply I beg to say that the position as regards Percus

sion Caps is exactly the same as it wus at the date of S ir Vi vian ~lagendie'~ 
letter of the 5th November, 1885. 1 can only repeat what was said in that 

letter, viz., that the Explosives Act, 18i .'5, recognizes in the plo.incst and fu l

lest manner a most marked llistiuction between Percussion C1tps 11nd the 

more dangerous explosives. Thus by section 50, Percussion Caps are 

among t he few explosives which may he kept without. any licence or registra-

tion. 
Percussion Caps are not only classe.d in the least dangerous class (viz., 

Div. 1 of Class 6), but in the p:~cking and conYeying regulations they ::re 

placed nmler the most f:wonmblc <~onditions ( see On1et's of Secretary of State 

No!'. 3 and 4) and are even not mqnircrl to be labt>lled ns "Ex}Jlol'i\'fl~" :lt 
nil (0. of 8 . of S . No. a J>a rt B.). 

Of conrse, Pcrcn~!'ion C:tp!< .lo not incln•le Dc>tonatorl'. 

You nre at liberty to make an:: use .mn plense of this lett.cr.-1 have, 

&c., 
• T. H. Tu0~J SOX, Captain, u.A, 

11. nL Ins pl'etor of Explosh·c~. 

Kynoch L<l. , Lion Work~, Wittou ne;tr Birmin)!hnm . 

H osGKOSG GE~EUAI. CnA:~m~o:u oF Co:\nn:ucF., 

Hosc:KONG, 1:2th December, !899. 

Stn,.,..--I h:we the honour tn enclose, for th•~ informa.tion of Ili s Excel

lency the Go,·crnor, copies of :i. letter signe<l hy the firms interested in tho 

trndc, together with enclosures, dealing with certain provi~ions of" The 

Dangerous Goo11s Amendment. Ordinance of 1899," now under consideration 

by the Legisbtive Conncil. A s the Committee nn<1erstand thnt the second 

reading of this Bill is on the onlers of the day for the Council meeting callell 

for T h ursday next, I am instrnctet1 to a;;k that. the ~ccoml reading may he 

postponed for a week to allow time for consitleru.tiou of t he provisions of the .. 
mensnre.- 1 have, &c., 

H. CHATTERTON WILCOX, Reeret:uy. 

Hononmble CoT.ONTA 1. R F.CRETA RY. 

No. 2166. 

[ D L J 
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COT.ONIAJ, RECRETARY'S OF • l'ICE1 

. HoxGKONG, 13th December 1 ' 
1-im,- In reply to yonr let ter of the l 2 t1 . ' 899. 

• , 1 tnstant 1 'tm di t I 
you that His Excellency has :tiJ]Jroved f ' . rec C< to inform 

1
. o the postponement of tl 

rent mg of the D:tnO"I'I'ous Goo 1. A ·' te second 
• o . . "' L s . monument B ill as requcsto I b 

behalf ot the firm~ interested iu the t . l I I L y you on l:tl e.-- 1:we, &c., 

.J. H. STEW ART LO CKIIART C I . . 
TJ 

a S t C ' o oma.l Sc(·rctnry· 
h· •. cere :tiT, 'HA~IJIL'J• <>" Co• '· . " . • · "'" '' .>DfF.RCE. 

HoNGKOXG GENF.R .u. CHA)UIER OP Co If )D[E RCE 
• . ONGKONG, lGth Deccmhor 189'1 ' 

Sm - I becr to n k I I . ' ". ' o c now Cl o·e re<•et1Jt of ,. 1 , l 1 . o . Jour etter (X o 2166) 
3t 1 mstnnt, an<! am instt·n<'te<l t + · of the . . . o lb, you to convey the thank . f I 

nuttee to H1s E xcellcncv tl G . • s o the C om-
• •• 10 O\cruor for con~eutiLJO' t 

readmg of the Dau"'erons G I. ·' o o postpone the second 
o oot s 4 .... mcndmeut Bill. 

The question was considet·cd at. the mcet in"' of tl 
on .'l'hnrsd:ty, when they ar .· . ·' . 1 .o to General Committee 

' In eu .tt t te uuammons o . . I 
men tionctl in the letter of the fi • . . ptnwn t ta t the articles 

rm s m tere:iled m the t ·a 1 1 . 
uot been dassetl as d:uwerons ·. I> . I ,< e as to.nng hither to 

E 
" ' vt~., ercusswn C·tp~ P ri . C 

' mpty Sportincr Cases shod I t b . . , . ' mlllg apll, and 

G 
, "' ' . I ' no e lllclnded In the list of" D . 

,-oot1s, aJI(1 thev trust th G . · · augerons • . ' e overnmcnt wlll, hadnO' rcuanl to t l . . 
of the authorities 

011 
exl>l . . . , 

0 
o' 1e opmwns 

. o~t' c~ quotecl, take the Hame view I I & . - Ul.Ve, "C., 

R. CHATTERTON 
Honourable CoLONIAL SEe UETARY. \YlLCOX, Secretary. 

No. 2 18F:. CoLOXI.U. :-iECRFT ' RY's 0 , ·"' • FFICE 

S HoxGKONG, 16th December ~899 
' · m,-Jn reply to vom· le tte r of the 1 1 · ' . · 

for the information of }:onr Chamber t lt ~t ~ t .':'~taut, I .am t!irected to state 
. . 0\ 0 lltnCll t lS lli'C1l'tl'C l t I 
eertam n.meudmcn ts to tl B'll . . ' < o mn.;:c 

Ill 
.• . . . H1 ' to o.men<l the Dano"eron:; Goo<l" 

. e uu·ect JO . r I . " Or<linanec in 
n Il l< Wall'!• " ' the etH•Io~ure ~ t 1 ·· · o yonr e tt<~l'.- l have, &c., 

Tl . . ,J. H. !-iTEWAHT LOCKHART f'olouiol 
Je Seerrtar.v to tllf' CH .Dli\El: (H' Co~Dl EH I:E . • " S eerc>tan·. 



The Arms and Ammunition Amendment 
Ordinance, 1899. 

lloxG JWNG, 19th December, 1899. 

DEAlt ~~ R,-·we, the undcr~iguetl firm!!, arc interested iu the t rntle nnd 

imports of :trms and ammunition, nml beg to direct the attc11tion o[ the 

Chamber of Commerce to the propo~etl Bill entitled '' Atl Ordinance to amend 

n.nu consolidate the bw relating t.o the carrying nnd possession of arms ant! 

mnmnnition" puhlishctl in the Goi'C1'1lmeut Gazelle of Saturtln:·, 25th ulto. 

If the propo~ed Ordinance i>< p1 s~e<l in its present fo rm it will nssnrcdly ancl 

effectively Hen·e to dh·crt an importnnt branch of trade from Hongkong to 

the neighbouring Colony of Macao. W c feel ~urc that methods eonl•l he 

suggested of attaining the eutl the Government has in view without hurting, 

if not killing outright, a long-established nntl liOua fide branch of tr:t<le. 

\Vc therefore Yentnre t o ~ugge~t yonr communicating with tl10 Govern

ment and asking that the proposed me:umre he referred to the Chamber of 

Commerce for consideration und snggestion~. 

CARLOWITZ & Co. 

SANDER, \VIELEH. & Co. 

LUTGE~S, EINSTMANN & Co. 

?11EYER & Co. 
GROSS)1A~N & Co. 
ARNHOLD, KARBEIW & Co. 

RADECKER & Co. 

TURNER & Co. 
LA UTS, \VEG EN El~ & Co. 

U. NERYEGNA & Co. 
p.p. IIOTZ s'.TACOB & Co. 

H. EK<H;LJ\JtEt:HT. 

H. CHATTERTON Wn.cox, Esq., Secretnry, Ilox<~KON'G GEN'F.I:AL Cu.nrnEr. 

Ol' Co)niF.nCE. 

Ho:mKO;o<G GENF.I:AL Cn .. umEn or' Cmun:nrr.:, 

HON(mONG, 21st. December, 1899. 

Sm,-- R epresentations h1w ing heeu :uhlre,-sed 1o the Committee frotn 

the firms intcrestetl in the trade nntl import of arm~ nnd ammnni t ion as to th r 

prohahle effrct npon that trrule of tlH~ Hill cutitlc<l '' .'\ n Or.liun ncf' to anwml 

[ !Ji) J 
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HIHI CU ll tiOlidatc the law relatino· to tile .... . · . I "" c.liJj 111 " :Ult J'U · ~e .. • f ' 
Ammuni tion " 1 •tJtl 

1 
. l >o :;, "~ 10n ° .... n n,; and 

' • ww l ll~ t ru c tet to .1, J· tl G 
cnou"h t . f'. I ' ' .. ' tC ovcrnmcnt lo be "OOd 

, o l C u t HJ proposed mea~nre to I his Chmnher f r . ..·!'" . "' 
~nggestions. 0 

con,..a e1.tt wu and 

The Commi ttcc fed couJitlcut tbat H'. E ll ~cc the . ,. . . . . ' 1
:; 'xee cucy tile Gon:rnor wi ll 

w.t,ou.tblcncss ot tlus request ·t~ tl•c l'' ll . . . 

I 
' ' ·· · Jl 1s m tts prc ·c f 

c·a cnlatcd to adversely •t[ccL , . ' · ~ nt onn , . . , . .m Importa nt branch of tmllc.--1 h·tve •·c 
( ' (.'(,. ., 

R. CHATTERTON WIL' 'OX ~ t II C v ~ , "'ccre arv . 
. Oil. ·OLOSIAL :::iF::CttETA!tr. J 

~o. 2i2:J. COLOSIAL SECRETA!tY':; OFFICE, 

• HONGKONO, 22nd December 1899 

tl . s;n .. -~I.n reply· tu your letter of the 2 1st instant, I am uircctcd' to s tn~e fo r 

tile~ .Ol~t.Lt.I Oil of your Chamt.er that Counsel was hea rt! on the ~nhjcct o f 

~~ 1 ut:; ll!ll :t t yes terday's meeting of the Lcgislati vc Council allll that 

lu:s rcmarb are rccci ving the full consitlCt"L .,·<>11 of r • . ' ' " uOYe!'UlllCllt. 

His Excellency will, however lJe ~rl· l t ,~ 1 · ' o •1' o receive an.v remarks yottr 
v l:tmbcr m:w lmve tu uJ·tkc o tt tl b' . • ' 10 su Jcc t I f 1 >c oro t w next mcctinl'l" of 
Couneil Oil Tlmr:;dav the •)Stl . . . I ., ' - 1 tn~t.lnt.-- havC', &c., 

,J. Il. i:iTEW ART I OCKHAI' ']' C' T l S . ' ' " ' olouial ~ccrchi'Y 
w ' ccrctary, CuAllB J:: R OF Co)DIF::R<:E. ' . • . 

Ilo:-.:c ; Koxt ; G-ENElLU. Cu DIU'' I' o . (' · "' ' 1· ~· 0)D1EHGE. 

HoNGKOXG, 21 th D cecmber lil90 . s ' . . 
'~ m,-I hog to ackuowlmlo·c receipt of J' ll. I t ( ,_. •}2t l . . . . o o I c t.e r n o. 2223) of the 

- lt lllSIJtllt, s tating, Wtth refe re nce to tlJC lnn . , l A . . . . hefor I (' . . . ~ .wc mni1111Jt luu B d l now 
e t le ~ounell, t hat Couu;;el wa~ heart! on t he 2] ·t . 

r ·I· . . . . . " 1 11 ~t:1.11t, that bi~ 
emat '~ \\CIC J'O('(::l\' l1W the tt t' , ~ , . "' . ' a en lOll ol the Go,·cmmcnt I t tl 

tholes • Il ' r }( l Ill Ja( lleVer-
:; . l::l ~xcc cncy tile Govcmor would he ul l . t io . u Cl o !ll to recel\·c auv >!ll""·e~ -

ns t e I:ttnber might have tu m:tke on the ~ tt'I'J· ... c ·, l • ~e . · ~ ' •efom t he next 
mee t 1ng of Council. 
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ln reply, 1 nm in~t.rncte<l to poit:t out that the iutern .:llfion of the 

Christmas holidnys has rendered it impo,;~ible to g e t tl~e opinions of those 

interested or to admit of the Committee meeting to cou~ider the qnestion. 

If, therefore, Hi;; Excellency will cou~eut ro n postponement of the Bill, 

my Committee would gain the necessary time to giYc it fa.ir criticism. 

J.\Ieantime, boweYcr, they deprecate hasty Jcgi,;Jatiou in thi,; uireCiLOll, 

anu arc Ull:Lilimonsly of opinion that, if passed in its present form, the Bill 

will work iujnstice to tlw~e cng:lgctl in the arms trade, tha.t it will cnu~e 
much irritation to the unlk of the reshlents by it.s restriction~ on the llosse,;

sion of weapons of defence, nutl that it i:; calculn.tetl to either increase t he 

eYil it i:; mn.inly tlc:;ignetl to prevent, or to driYc the tmt!e to n eighbouring 

colonies.-I have, &c., 

H. CIIATTEH.TON WILCOX, Sccretn.ry. 

The Hou. COLONIAL Sr:ctu:TAlW. 

~o. 22H. 

---
Col.ll~IAL Sr:CRF.TAttY's OFFICE, 

IIo~GKO:\'G, 28th December, 1H9!.J. 

SJR,- lu reply to your letter o[ ye~tcrd:ty's tla.te, ] am direc ted to iuform 

you that iu neconlancc with tho wi~lt of the Chamuer the Governor hn;; been 

plea~cLl to po~tpone the further eonsitleration of the Ann:; :tnd Ammuni t ion 

llill allll to state tlmt llis E x ce lle uey trus ts the \ ie w,; of the Chamber will 

be received at an early tla te.-- 1 hnve, &e., 

J. H. ~TEWART LOCKI-L\.U:l', Colonial S ccre tnry . 

The Secretary, CuAMBC:R OF Co)D!ERCE . 

--
1-lON<..iKO.:o;G G E XE llA L CllAl!B£R Ol•' CO)Dl C:HCC:, 

HoNGKONG, 30tlt D eeemLer, 1899. 

DJ::AR su~:;,-Hcfening to your le tter of the 19th instant ca ll ing ntlell· 

tion of the Chamber to the provis ion~ of the A riu~ and Amntuni tiou A me ntl 

ment Bill now under consitlcrntiou uy the I .cgisln.ti vc Counci l, 1 have to 

inform you th a t the Govemment ua vc, in deference to the request of this 

Cuamucr, postponed the frtrrher llbcu~sion thcrcou for a fortnight, uut have 

rcqnestell the Cbumuer to furnis h tl10ir eritici;;ms ou th e Bill a s ~oon as 

}Jossible. 

[ ~,;, J 
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Will you tltercforu, w ith as l it tle tleh . 't ' o .· 
objections to the Bill a s it ~ tan ! · . t . ') ~" p sstble, ~uvpty me with y our 

1 ~ ,t pt eseut .-I am, &c., . 
. lL CHATTERTO~ WILCO • .M'cti~i's . CARLOWITZ & Co. · ,) X , ~ecrctary. 

" AnNIIOLI>, KARBE RG & Co. 
" SANDEn, \VIELER & Co. 

" RADECKEJt & Co. 

'' LL"l'GEN:i, EINS1'l1ANN & Co. 
" T URNER & Co. 

" :NIEYER & Co . 
" LAUTs, WEGENc:n & Co. 
, Gnoss~rA~N & Co. 

" U. NERVBGNA & Co. 

" HoTz s'JAcos & Co. 

• • • . HONGK OSG, 8th J annary, 1900. 
DEAR Sm,-W tth reference to onr letter of 19tl I . 

in rep! v da ted 30 th '1 · .1 . 1 
. . 

1 
u tl mo n.nd your favour 

• ' H em tn w 11e 1 vou illforn ' 1 tl 1 • 
have, in defere nce to the re '(lle ·t < f t l • Cl .. Jet ll l:i . lat t. lC G o,·crmnent 

' ~ 1 w tam ucr po~t t1 1 f 
cnssion of thc tJroposed A. . 1 A .. ' .. pone t w nrther tl i ~-

. 1 m s .lilt mulunttwn Or li 
:·ou to fnrnish yonr el'it i ciHm~ on t l ' B 'll . t nauce? and ruqnested 

I 
le t .1s soon n.s l lO" 1 1 \V 

great y rc"ret uot havitt" l , ' l l ' ""t • e . . e verv "' ' o Jeen a 1 e t o ;.;ooncr scn11 · -. • 
conlltinin,!{ the :unentlments w e . ·· ' yon 

111 
our i>'lernorantlum 

- · \Cll t-llrc to Sll U'"'CS t Ol , , . 
th ereof, and scYeral ~IJ<F"c:>tions \Y . cool ' 11 1 ea,;ous lit :;uppon 
M ~ '"'"' ' · · e 110 ' ' . lme o~c ten p riule 1 · f 
" cmorandnm atul we commeml same to th I'· • ·· .. u. . < t~o_rnc:; o our 
:Members of Commit tee. e ,1\ om,t le COIIHJticm t JOII of the 

.We beg lo oJfer the Commit tee of the Clmmhcr .· , ,, . 
the unpoi·tant :;en -ices l'CIHlcrctl . . I . O l ~r ~lltceJ e tha ul,s f ur 

'11 . ~~~ Ill tI t~ nnt ter wluch l 
Wl tcml to promote the !Jest . t f , . . we ta\·e IHJ doubt 

Ill ere~ t,.; o the P ort the f · J f · 
threatened b v the ll r 

1 
' LCC om o winch wa,; 

• oposct measure.-'V 0 are, &c., 

R. C. \YILCOX, E:>q., i:iccre tan· . ' 
:.Ul!:RCF.. 

u. NEH\'EGNA & Co. 
RADECKER & Co. 

GROS:5~I A N N & Co. 

SANDER, WIELEH t'- c • ~o..\J )u. 
J,UTG ENS, EI NS'DlA NN _, .. C 
I Au 

, \o o. 
' TS, '\VEGENEit & Co. 

MEYER & Co. 

CARLOW ITZ & Co. 
IIOTZ, !i'.JACOD & Co. 

H o NGKo xG G EN E IU.L CHA:.U" ·~t · " '- , oF Co:~r-
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and Wholesale Den.lcrs in ME~JOtc~N DU)1 submittotl by tho Impor ter:> 

k 0 11 the snhJ'ecl of "A Bill, Arms allll Ammunition in Ilong ·ong 
• -' I' 1 t, the law rclttting "entitled Au Ordinance to mn cntl :mu couso tL a e . . . " 

· f A rm. ·wtl Ammutlltton. "to the carriage and posscsston o ~ ' 

. 1 . A . 11 1 Ammuni tion carried on I. There is a vcrv ex teustvc t r:u e tn t ms a ' 
'T I -~ . . l bv Car the more important part of that trade iu Hon"kon~'. to mget mu .. ' . 

"' " . . f ll I iuu. hoitw imported tnl.o 
is o. 1dwlesale trade, arms ami ammnnttwn o a ' ~ "' . 

' . C 1 . f . 1 O'er or shorter penods tbe ColonY in hulk, beiug :;loretl m the o ou; ..>t ou., . 
• -' b · ·portcd from the Colonv •tccortlintJ' to the ~tate of the market, auu emg ex • 

' "' , . fl I ot in junl; ~ That expor t 
in steamers nntler British ami foretgn . ags ant u ·.. C h' 

· , · IT , J p•tn China, T oukm, and oc m-
tl•n ·1c iu carrictl 011 wtth hussm, \.Ore<t, lL • ' • 

.. u • 1 S th Amertcu 
China, the Straits Settlement~, ,Java, Borneo ttml even wtt t '· ou 

aml :Mexico. 

. . 1~ -'l . u. Ll e Impor ters ,;elling arms •> There i:; ·d ~o an exteustve .eta~ tta e, I t tl 
~ · . ' ll . . ntitics to the loc:tl dealers, mu IC 

nml •1mmunition iu larger or sm:t et tpt.t . · . 
' ' . , ·t ter,; cit.I1cr re:>tdent or 1n 
local dealer:; selliuu· by reta.ll to l.urope:tll en~ on . I 
tmu;;it, anLl to Chi~e~e, mainly ,;mall traders from neighbouring port:;, cnsna 

vi:;itors to the Colony and to the junk people. 

I I 1 • l• in 'trms aml ttmm nnition 3 It is clearlY recorrnizetl tha t 1 w oca t ra• e ' 
· • " . f . . J . munition in t he Colony must 

a ud the carrviug aud po:;~csswn ° at m:; an ,uu . 
• l · s·:~.n· for purely local pm-uc ro~rulatell, hut, ex cept in so ftw a,; may le ueee:; ' J • • • 

0 
• l local mule effective, theta pose:; nnu for renderino· the rc:;tr:u nt:> on t IC , . 

~houltl he no interfcrc~ce with the whole~ale tnvlc or with the Import 01: 
. . Jt i. ·t perfectly lc"itimatc branch of 

e xport of Arms~ :tllll Ammunttwu. . ~ • . o I 
• A • E 1 J h is uot forhitlden by u ter-

tradc. It is entirely uutraullucll t.: LI tn •ng an . 
l · ht . d the power to protect 

national Law. All foreign powers lutve t1e ng an I . t 

l . tlte import of arm:; allll anunuuition into t ICll' I'CSpec . thcmscl 1·cs by m a uug · . 
• t. l Xo country iu tcrfcre~ with the tr:tdc of tts own 

ivc connt.rtcs coutmunnt . .._ f h' . 
1 . . • ou why t he Govel'nment o t 1 ~ 

~uhjccts in contmhaud, and t Icre ~~ no to.ts . 

Colony shoul(l pass law~ to protect Foreigu countnes. 

· A rfeeth· willin" 
l I nl "' hole~·de Dealers m nns are pc - o 4. T 1e mporters a l ' . . . 

. . ·t . nd deal in Arm~ ami Ammumtwn' -(1) to take oul a ltccuce to unpot ,t 

(2) to pay a reasonable licence fee, ~nffi e icut to cover all 'the expe~t.sc~ 
be P

ut to iu rcO'u}atiug the local trade; (3) to regtster 
Government may o 
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their names, places of lmsineRs anti gotlown~; (4) to report to the Harbour 

Master or other proper Official , the Captain Superiutellllent of Police if pre

ferred, all imports and exports of Arm~ and Ammunition ; (5) to keep proper 

stock books ; (6) to make periodical retnrn s ; (7) to suhmit to examination 

at all reasonable t imes of their books and godornts by some responsibln 

Offici:tl, and to subject themselves to penaltieH for any breaches of the law. 

5. Bnt the Importers anLI Whole~al e D ealers submit that no licence fee 

8houltl be levietl beyond what is necessary to cm· er the GoYermnent cx

pcndi tnro ; that auy higher rate is not a licence fee but a tax imposed upon 

the tmllc anti a1t infringemen t of the freedom of the Port ami t ho.t the ad

ditional trouble and expense th ro wu upon the Impor lers ::ual Dealers · hy t he 

stringent provisi on~ of the Onlin a nee mill the certain diminution of t'he local 

tradej is in itself a sufficiently heavy tax. A fee of $100 for a L i<'ence to 

Import atHl to de:tl in arms wholesale is nmple; a fee of .~10 or $;20 per 

nnnnm is a sufficient licence fee to impo;,e on HAtn.il Deni er~, whose business 

i s likely to he seriously nlfect c'l. 

6. The Inrpol'fcr:> a nd Wholesale Den.lers subm it that, if their Godowns 

antl Stores are registered a nd are open to the P olice i nspcdion together with 

their books, there is ample ~eeurity thnt 110 arm~ "·ill be ~oltl or tlisposed of 

hy them except for export or to Licensed Dealers, nntl nil the ref'.triet ions on 

the removal tLtlll conveyance of arms a tul ammunition in t he Colony, ~>o far as 

thc.v arc con<'et·ne(l, nre needle;,~. 

7. They ~nggest that any arms or a mmunition tha t it may he necessar.v 

for them to mo1·c in the Colony whether for export or from godown to 

godown, or for t!Pli\'ery to other t lealcr~ in t he Colony on ~aie, shal l he suffi 

ciently prot!•de(l if the coolie earrying lhe :mns or ammunition is providetl 

wi th :t s tatement. properly a uthen ticated in writing- of the kind, nmnber and 

qnnutit.y of the arms or ammunition or both that are bring moved, of the 

name of t he Dealer moving the arm:;, &c., an ti of their immediate destination. 

such statement to he on a form suppl ied on pnymcnt IJy the Government to 

euch dea ler. Where there nrc mot·e coolies than ti\' O emplnyetl a H ead Coolie 

should accompany them henring t he certificate. The requ iremen t of the Rill 

tha t no arms or ammunit ion shall be moved withont a removal permit. or ex

portt>•l willtont au r xport permit i~ an l lllneceB~ary impf'dimen1 in rh A wny 
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l . J .,8 to <ret u permit. ns a "'· · ss in HOtl"'kOtw. lt takes two or t ue~ aJ r:: • 
OL unsme · "' o , 1 1 d 11 hollu·tvs no 

\" nn(l from noon on Satnnlay until 10 u.m. on ·' om ay an o '• . 
ru " • . · , 1 e by wtre 

' t be applied for or ohtn.ined. :Nlnch hnsmes~ IS llO\\ ton . . ' 
permt can . 1 h vn.! nrthle hu~mc!'~ ts 
steamer,; rema.in in port bn r 1t ver_v few days, am m ne . 

f · .1 ort or removal perm1 t . lost hy the neces~ity o getllng an ex J . 

. u f . . . purpose nnaccompnniell 8 The forfeitnre of arms bcwg IUO\' e ot .tn~ . 
. . • 1 •, 1 o~·e mcntionctl will be in nearly nil cases n. more by n eertthcrtle snc .1 ns t:; a) ' · 

than sufficient pnni~hment for any neglect. 

I. • t.IH' ]lOwer to inspeet books ntlll 9. An effective nse by the Po tce OL 

'
".Jll lll't'l' <'lll nn_v impropN ,\i,;position of eitlwr 

r.xamine nml check stoek ~ " 

arms or nmmnnition. 

1 1 tition to China in 10. With reference to the cxporL of arms nm am111l' . 

foreign-built s hips anti s teamer:;, t.hc Importers ant! Dealers submit thnt tlhe~e 
' - . . 'l'l only .. 0 to open ports n.m t e I on\J be no restriction whate,·er. ley can o . . . .. 

s I . t t '·otect Clunese wtere~ts 
Imperial 'Maritime Customs are fully competcu o ll b 1 

., Cl· 'tb ·eferencc to contra am · 
lLt these ports and to enforce the laws OL lllln Wl I 

ann registcrecl. as 11 Importers n.ua Wholcsn.le Deniers holding licence 
• · · t ·t in the Colony, bnt 

h I l·' tot of course ~ell arms or ammumtwn rent . 
SUC S IOU u I ' ' ' 

only to Licensed Retail Dealer~. 

. 11 1 1 1 impro,·ed if these 12. It is submitted that the Ordmance won t >e mt c I . 

two ela~ses of deniers - the Importers and \Vhole~ale Dealers and the Rctml 

Dealers-were den.lt with sepnmtely. 

. . t 1 thn.t no \Vholesale Den.lcr 13. As t o the Retail Trade, l t l:i sngge,s Cl ' • • • 

l Il l eat lihert.)· to sell or dispo:;e of any arms or arnmunttJOn exc.ept to 
s 1011 < 

1 
' I' 1 1 rcatstered 

I 'fl t ll Retail Dealers shoulc l he tccnsel a n< o I iccnsc<l Dea ers. HI a 
1 • · 1. 1 1 - The Ga"'ette Thnt t ICY 

• n, .Jttl n, dc\rcs~es \)c llll h IS lOt Ill "' • • nnd thCir 1mtnes " " 1 
l >ooks nml l'nrni~h returns like the W holesn e ~hould Le required to keep > 

~.·. t<Jek shoni,J he l'eriotlicnlly exnmine<l ami D eniers. aJHl that thei r uook;; and 

checked. 

~ . 1. . n inntion of hooks :uul 14 Fuder the exist ing Onhnances t ll~ cxa ' . 
• .) 1 1f · t 1 a 1 been there won le! 

ebecking of stock;; has never been euforre• . 1 , ' ' t . 

hn ve l•een no ncrd for the pre~rnt Bill. 
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15. Retail Dealers sell iv all quantities, n single rifle, or fowling piece 

or pistol, or n package of ammunition, or a pound of powtler or a. box of caps 

valne ,jQ cents. It renders that trade impossible, or forces them into illegal 

trafficking in arms, to require ever,v purchaser of th e smnllest quantity of 

ammun ition or of the smallest ti re-nrm or part. of a fire~am1 to hold a permit 

to possess or carry arms or to export. lt woulcl be fm· better to sa,v nt once 

that it is intendecl to s uppress the enti re trtulc in arms than to hara;;s it in 

this way . Thou sands of Uhinc~e come to Hongkoug daily by the ste:tmcr;, 

from ,Cauton nnd J\l!n.cao, and by junk. Many of them are eitl1er entitle<] by 

permit from the Chinese Mandarins to have arms, or nre fo1· their own pro

tection absolutely compolletl to provide themReh·es with arms. Many of 

them are h ere on bus iness only for a dn.y. Mauy come one ·day and retu.i·n 

the next. I t is impossible for them in the time to get permit~< to pos~ess, 

or carry, or export, mul in the time what ehanco have they (strn.ngers in the 

Colony) of getting such pcnnit from the Captain SuperinteJHlent of Police. 

He is too bu;;y to attend to them. He wonl<l refuse the permit until he had 

time to make inquiries and verify their statements. 

16. If the provisions of the present ·Bill become law a nd are enforced 

the retail tmde in arms will be killed dead, :trul with that retail trade n ron

sidemble lt.lHl a vn luable portion of the wholesale t rade will Le destroyed too, 

for the aggregate sale of Arms and A.mnmnition in the Colony by rotnil is 

\'cry considemLle in a year. The retail traders will move to M neno, nntl the 

import an(l w holesnle trnde will follow aml will fall into the hnntls of un

Rcrnpu lons persons who will mnke it their sole hus iness, with the probable 

result. tlt:Lt the ill-disposed both he re and on ihc mainland will fhul it still 

more easy to pror.nre both Arm.~ and Ammunition. The import into the 

Colony of ArmR and Ammunition in small quantities hy j unk or boat f rom 

Macno cannot be checked. 

17. The following snggestions a ro mntle fm· the amendment of the Bill 

now before the Council :-

1. Thn.t it be tlivitletl into three pm·ts. One deal ing with the Im

porter;; ami Wholesale Dealers. One dealing wi th the Hetnil 

Dealers. One regulat ing the cnrriage :tntl possession of n.rms; 

and that the reg ulations applicab le to eneh be worket l ont 

separately . 
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Tl I . " t<l en, rry n, ,]"]"~" he <lefine<l a nO. limited to 2. 1t1.t t 1e expressiOn " . " ..,., 
the carringe of arms on the person for nse or ready for nse, 

mHl that. Rome other exprc,;sion Le intro<luce<l nnd defi nell to 

coYCr the carrying of arms in the s(~nse of conv eying them 

from pln.ce to pl:lee a~ n coolie carrie" urms or nmmnnition 

from shop to go<lown or boat, or a ~t:>rnmt carries n gun or a 

belt of cnrtridges for his mr~ster'~ use. N n one ><hould cnny 

arm~ in the firsr ~ell~f' without n lirence. No pe r.;ou con,·ey

in<r nrms or ammunition in the serond sen:'tc should he reqnire.l 

to
0

hnve more than the :tnthorhmtion of the owner nf the nrm~, 
who should be respousible il' anythiug wa~ w rong. 

3. "Possession" is a won! thnt nl-<o need~ definition. There i:o; tl1e 

possession of the owner, who rem11ins in posscs~ion, eYen when 

the arms nre in the actual cui'tody of his sen·nut. There i ~ 
possession of the servant. which, if July anthorized hy a per><on 

t>mpowerc<l to po~ses~, ought to go free of any penalti~;; . 

4. The Captain Superintcmlellt of l \•liee i~ prohably the prnp(!f 

person to gra11t. licence~ to eany or ha,·e posses~ion of arms. 

H e has probably the l·e~t. means of knowing who may safely 

be permitte<l to cnrry arm~, hnt the period eo,·eretl by the 

licence, the cowlitions on whieh it is g-ranted, and tl1e power 

of revocatiou, shonltl he regulate<! hy lnw or by Rules and H e

rrulntions made hY the Gon•rnor-in-Conncil. 
~ ' . 

A 
11 

appenl should lie to the Go,·crnor-in-Connci l ·from any refusal 

t o grant n lieenee, the Cnptnin Snperiutemlent of Police being 

obligell by law on demand to stnte in writing h is reasons for 

his refusal. 

5. l'he p;oYisions of para. 5 of the Bill are hy no me:ms clear and 

want defining. Unuer its provisions-

( a) A mnn carrying a reYolver in his hclt ready lo:ule•l ; 

(b) A coolie carrying a rcvol ver in a case from On" shop 

to another or to n cn>'tomer, or for repair~; 
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(c) A Chiunma.n from the nminlnnd who lms hought a 

dozen rounds of ammunition or a box of caps, 

ure all in the :<amc position and all equally need n. licence to 

carry or po~sc:ss. 

6. Under ~ection 6, :mb-sectioll (b), if tl uo11-residen t fo reigner or 

Chinese wants to btty even a box of caps tu take ou honnl his 

ship or junk and not for \ISe in the Colony the Vendor mu~t 

obtain an export permit hcforc he can supply what is wanted. 

Why should not the purchaser, if auy uue, ol•taiu thi~ <!xpurL per

mit? But, a s a lready pointe<l out, auy artempt ~crionsly to 

enforce this rule will k il l t he retail trade iu the Colouy mo:<t 

effectually, auJ will not preveut Oll!J ;;inglc l..a.l eharac ter w ho 

wants to p urchase weapons f rom pmYidiug himse lf witlJ them. 

•. Section 7 requires a Chiunrnan from the mainlallll wiJo con1e~ 

here one day in a jnuk and re t.nrus t he ut·x t t!ay aud who buys 

a box ( >f caps to take w ith h im to his home to get au ex port 

permit and then when he gets on boarll h is junk to JeliYer the 

caps to the custody of tho maoter or mate of the jnuk a nd 

must rotum the receipt a nd the permit to some oflicc t· of the 

GoYernmeut. The clause is impracticable allll eau properly 

ouly affect wholesale Jcalers . There i~ uo provision it• the 

Ordinnnce pro,·iding for the case of a mnn who Luy~ a weapon 

iu the Colony for the sole purpose of tak iug it out of the 

Colony for u~c in hi~ own home. 

H. Ulau~e 8 i~ fa r too wide. I t atl'ceb cn~ry persou- wl!olesa le 

dealer, retail dealer, pet·son pril·il.cgc<l or licensCll- to carry 

nnu::<-- c , ·ery ouc. ~o Member of Couuci i can ,end hi:; fow l

ing piece to the g unsmith';; to llc cleauetl or repaired, without 

a removal pe rmit. 

9. With rcft•rencc to clause 10 it should be so modified ~o that in 

the Cn8e of t~ person suspected of canyiug a rms h e ~houlJ Le 

taken nt once before nn inspector and sear<:hcd , ~o that, if the 

su~picion wns uufoull(led h e might nt once he di~chargcd from 

custody , otherwise 1~ perfectly ituwct•nt man might be deta ined 

f rom Satnnlny till Monday. 
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10. The Captain Snpcriuteuueut of Police shonhl not he the person 

to "mnt or refuse licence~ to Dealer:; and Importers. Such 

Jic:uces sllOnld he granted by t.he Colouinl Secretary. Awl 

there should he two cla~;.;es of Licences-one for Imvorters 

and \Yholesale Den.ler~, :wd one for Hetail Dealer8. 

11. The mnonnt of the fee payable has ILlrendy been discussed. 

12. There :o;hon111 be no power to cancel any li<:enec once i~suetl, 
except for breach of the conditions on which the licence was 

issued, or of some provision of the lnw, and after cmrviction. 

Any refusal to grant a licence shonhl be subject to appeal, the 

applicant being ent.itled to lmve in writing the reasolfs for the 

refusal. 

All arms aut! mnmuu 1t 10n heiug conveyed from :tny part of the 

Colony to another, unless nccompanied by a licensed person or 

with a certificate from the owner- a pri,·ileged person, tL 

licensed perBou, a licensed Wholesale Dettler, or a JiceuseJ 

Retail Dea.ler,-giving the uame of the owner, the <pumtity 

and kind of armH or ammunition conveye<l, ttml the Llestiuatiou ; 

urhcrwi::;e arms Jiahle r.o be forfeited, and the hearer if nuablc 

to account. for his possessiou p11nbhable. 

Removal permits impmeticablc. Think of a rcJuoval pertuil beiug 

required to ·enable a man to get a packet of car tridge~ con

;-eyed by a coolie from a :<tore to his house. 

· of ,·• eCJ'ti'tic,ntc will render hoxes aut! lahelr; The re(tturemcut , .. 

unnecessary. 

!::iect.iou 20 shoul,l be su muditied a~ to authorize auy Police Con

stable to eonvcy nny suspected per~on to a Station tltere to hare 

his box or package openctl and scarclJet.l. 

Scetiou 22 requires modificaiiou to ptodde for the case of l~nropean 
passengers of ~tnuJiug ami position, persons licensed or pri

vileged to carry ann,; in Hongkong from beiug exposed to have 

their per~ous examined nnd their bngguge searched for arm~. 

It puts it in the power of a disn.greeahle ship'~ captain to grossly 

insult nud annoy u passenger against whom he had any ill-
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feeliug. It iti too big a power to gh·c auy man, especially 

when coupled wit h the power to arr~tit.. I t is gi \·eu to all 

masters of all vessels of any uatiouality, even Chine~e jnnb, 

aml might he used to deprh·e pati~'.mger~ of the means of Helf

defence aml to leave them at tl1e mercy of pimtcs. 

It wants very l:l trict limitatiou. 

lloNGKONG GEXE!U.L CuA~IBEil oF Co~DlEReE, 

liOXGKON<r, lOth Januat·y, }!)00. 

Sm,-1 have now the pleasure of forwarding a copy of the snggcst.i~llti 
offered by the fit·ms iuterestetl in the A rms traJe on the Bill for the amend

men t of the Arms and Ammunition Ordinance now under con,;ideratiou Ly 

the Legislative Council, and at the same time must beg you to excuse the 

una voidable Jelay in its transmission. 

I am in,;tructml hy the Committee to state that they tru ,;t Hi:; Excellency 

the Govemor will see his way t-o give full eonsi.temtiou to the :uneudmeut:; 

to the Bill suggested in the enelosetl memorandum, which has ueen compile<! 

b.v those who arc thoroughly con I'Crsant with all the aspc<:ts am! condition:; 

of the t.ra,le. 

With regard to the JH'Opo:;ml fee for <t licence to import nu.t deal in :trm:; 

tLud ammunition, the amount fixed, vi;r,., $ l,!WO, appeal'S to the Couunit tee to 

ue altogether excessive. The Goverument, it is presumed, in raisiug the fee 

from $10 is influellCCtl U)" tWO l'C:lSOilS: Oi l t.he OllC !Jand, to CO \'el' the ex 

pense of \Yorkiug t he provi,;ion~ of the Ord in1tnce ; and, on the other lmnd, 

tn eusure the re~pectabil ity of t lw licensees. :..\'ly Committee :;nbmit that 

those ohject :; migh t be :Lttained by tixiug the fee at some reaFoimi.Jie Hgnre, 

and therefore strongly recommend this point to the recousitlemtiou of the 

Government. 

The exemptions in Ch1usr, Q of the Bi ll to those pertiOils required to 

ob tain a lieeuce to hear or carry arms shonhl, the Committee think, Le ex

iended to all Jurors, Common ns well as Special. B ecause (as mentioned 

m the statement of objects and reasons appended to the Bill) one Common 
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,Juror l.ms ~~busetl the priv ilege i:> ~nrely a ,·ery inadequate p retext fot: in

:fiictiug htmlship 011 all the rest. To meet case:> of that kind, a clause m tght 

uc iutrodnced iuto the Bill making snch abuse puuishnhle by fine nud lo~s of 

the prh·ilcge in perpetnity.-ll_~:we, &c., 

H. CHATTERTON \riLCOX, Secrotnry. 

To Hon. Coi.ONIAL SECitEl'Atn. 

Q 
Medical Inspection and Quarantine. 

The Goverument. have under different dates forwanletl for i nspection hy 

the Chamber the original te legrams auu letters l'UI.IYC)'illg iuformation to the 

effect:-
lOth April.-Japauc~c Con:ml advi se~ llcciniun ol' ,Japanese Go,~el'll-

meut to enforce medical i11~pectiun, on and after -lth _.\.pt~d,_ M 

Yokohama, Kohe, and 1\:Lgasaki, against nil vc~;;:;cb arn nng 

from or through Hongkong. 

11th April.-In contimmtion of tLbove, adding that it will he agaitt s t 

"all ve::;seh; arriving at 1thove port:; from or through H ougkoug 

with catt le or :;hecp, or their houes, hides, &c. ou l.oan l." 

lHth April.-Telegram from 1-I.lLM.'s Con~nl. Shanghai:-" M<~
iical in~pection of vesseb :trriviug frmu llongkong ami 

Formosa from 22ml April." 

30th :May .-Telegram from IJ .B.M .' ~ Consul, A lexanuria, dated 

29tl: May :--" Plague rules impo,;cd in Egypt agninst urrivab 

f rom l-lougkong." 

:31 st 1la,·.--- T clegmm from Colonial ~ccrctary , ~iugapure :-" Bn· 

· Cl · C<Jolic cmi
0
rrration to Strait::; has been l,onic plague 111 una. 

su::;pcuded." 

7tb Jnnc.-- Notitieutions from Go~·el'llmeut of India:-

13th 1Ia rcb , annonnciug cuforcemeut V enice Co u vcnt.iou regu

lations iu Calcutta and Chittagong agains t Ilongkoug. 
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l 8th March, declaring Mecca all<! whole littoral of the Hedjaz 

between L itJ1 aud Yambo, exclu;;ive of both placeH, in 

fected and statiug t lmt quarantine against vessels arr idng 

tlu:refrom woul<l he enforced in Calentta antl Chit tagong. 

lOth :\'[ay, :uldiug that the qna ra.nt.ine restrielions abon) wonhl 

he extcndt>•l to anivals from Lit.h and Yamho. 

28th .Tnnc.-Forwar<ling uotilication from S traits Set tlements 

Government, dated 14th .June, declaring P eum1g to he infected 

on account of plagne and imposing nine days' qnarnntine on 

nrri Yals from t ha.t port. 

I-Tmua;:oNr. G E XETtAr. Cn .nmER o r·· Co)D£ERCE, 

HONGT\ONG, 13th Scptembm·, 18.99. 

Sm,--1 am di rected to nsk yon to he good enongh to •lra~v the .attention 

of His E xcellency t he GoYern or to t he fact s thn t , alt.hongh t he bnhonic 

plngne has for some time cease•! to he epidemic in thi s Colony_, no modifica

tion of the qnnrnntine imposed c•n vessels mTh' ing nt Singapore f rom this 

port has yet been made, and that the proh ibition against immig-rnt.ion from 

Hongkong is s till in force. 

The returns published for the week emlcd the 9th in~tant show that 13 

cases of plague a nd 12 ,[eath;; only w e re reported for that period, while for 

t he following two dn.y:; only 2 eases and one de:lth w r re reported. The 

Committee are of opinion, therefore, that the ,]iseasc crm now only he con

si,Jered 8poratlie nJHl may cea~n nltogethar in n few days. 

Arrivals ft·om Hongkoug at :Mani lrt are not qna.rantine<l, hnt mcrelv 

~nhjt>ete•l to inspec tion, an•l the Committee learn that it is also the intcnt i'l;l 

of the Bangkok authorities t.o withdntw quarantinP againH t. H ougkong. 

The Committee t.herefore respectfu lly sugges t that the Govcrument of 

the Stmil"s S ettlements be eommunicatctl with, e:ther by telegr·nph or h.v 

letter, ask ing them to mo<lify the present reH tric tious n.nd ro withdraw tho 

prohibition on immigration f rom this Colony.-I h:wl.', &c., 

H. CHATTERTO~ WILCOX, Scct·Pta ry. 
The H on. Cor.oNIAL S ECRETARY. 
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CoLO!IITAL SEcRETARY'~ On'ICE, 
IloNGKONG, 20th September, 1899. 

I . , 'pt of vour letter of the ~ -1 am directed to acknowledge t le recet • 
'-m, ' . f I Cl ber of Commerce 

15th instant, an<l to state for the informatiOn o t te tam 

I t t tl e Government of the 1"1trait~ Settlements thnt a telegmm ha>< Jeen scn o l ,-

. . ·I · Ilill"' from Hono-kong. 1 1 'ect of remol"in"' restnct1ons on "Hp .., "' ~ on t w ~u )J "' 

t t s·nO'::tjJOre --I have. &c., A copy of yonr letter ha~ al~o been Ren o , _t "' • • 

,J. H. STEW A llT LOCKH ART. Coloninl Secretary. 

The Secretar~· , CHA1InF.R Ol·' C03DrEHC'E. 

No. 1G9!:L CoLoNIAL SECRETARY's 0Fl"IC1·\ 

· 1-IONGJWNG, 4th October, 1899. 

. , t No 1588 of t-he 20th ultimo, I nm Sm -In reference to my et er ... · . , 
• . . f r Chamber the enclosed cop.) 

l . e te<l to transmit for the mformatwn o you . . . 
1 1r c · . 1 . 1 eet of quaran-
of a letter from the Colonial Secretary' Singapore, on t le ><11 >J .. 

tine at -that. pon.-1 have, &c., 

• T. H. STEW ART LOCKHA.H:r, Colonirtl Secretnry . 

The Sccrct:try, Cn,umr.n OF Co)D!ERCE. 

Colonial Secretary's Oflice, 

Singapore, 2bt Septemhet·, 1899. 

· 't "' ttl mcnts to ac-I l . , l l ,. t)la G•O\' h l'llOI' of tlw Stra1 .s •:>e e ·· • S' ·- am l u·e<••C< l ' ' ' '- • 

,_u, • of.}'Olll' telet._r_rnm of the 18th inst:mt in the follo wmg 
knowledg-e the receipt . · · 

terms:- 1 · • 
nholition llla,<~_ ne re~trietions F< 11ppmg "ChmnhCI' of Commcr<~e urges 

l
. , 

plague now spor:u tc, 

1 to "tote that this Government is rrnxions to terminate th e state of 
an< ~ " · · t • e I 
qnarn,ntine as soon as it. may he oonsidcrctl R:tfe to <lo so, b~rt ~ ~ no. ~lrel:·~r 't 

t t . l x t he lll'emwtionary mcasnres lllRtlt.Htet ag.uns at t he present momen o 'c a. . . . . . I . 
. • 1 f. llon<TkOn"' without more mformnttOn t lllll tt t-he importatwn of p n,gne rom "' '"' 

now has at it~ <lisposal.-I h:ne, &c., 

,J. A. SwETTF.XH . .Ut, Colonial S ecretary, S. S. 

The Hon. Coloninl Secretary, Hon;;kong. 
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HoNGKO~G GENERAL CuA)lRP:R OF ColnrEnCE, 

IIoNr.KONG, 5th October, 1899. 

Sm,-I beg to acknowledge receipt of your letter of the 4th instant, 

transmitting copy of the reply of the Straits Settlements GoYernment to 

your telegram of the 18th ultimo, declining to relax the precautionary mea

sures instituted against the impor tation of plague from IIongkong without 

more information than was then at its disposal. 

I am now instructetl to ask if His Excellency the GoYcrnor will he 

plensml to furnish without delay, nnd by telegram, the plague statistics of .. 
this port s ince the 18th ultimo, a.nd, in view of the practical disappearance 

of the disease, to reques t the Straits Settlements GoYermnent to modif.~ the 

restrictions uow impose<! on shipping from Hougkong.-1 lmve, &e., 

R. CHATTERTON WILCOX, Secretary . 
The Hon. CoLONIAL S:~>CRET.o\.RY. 

Cor.o:srAL SECRETARY's OFFICE, 

HONGKOXG, lOth OctobCI·, 1899 . 

SIR,-With reference to previous correspondence on the subject of the 

plague restrictions iu force at Singapore against H ongkong, I am directed to 

transmit for the informtttion of the Chamber of Commerce the enclosed copy 

of a letter from tl10 Colonial Secreta•·y of t he Straits Settlements, tinted Sep~ 
tcmber 29th, and to s ta te that tbis GGYcrument has informed the Govemment 

of the Straits Scttlemeuts that plagnc is no longer epi<lemic in th i" Colony 

nnd thnt t here have been no cases for eight tlays.-I lmYe, &c., 

J. H. STEW ART LOCK HART, Colonial Secretary. 
The Seeretary, Ou.omER OP Cmnmnc F.. 

Oolonittl Secretary'~ Office, 

~in[!npore, 29th Sept-ember, 1899. 

Sir,-In reply to your letter No. 1573 of the 19th instant, forwarding a 

letter from the Hongkong Ohamher of Commerce in w hich t hey ask that the 

re~triNion~ on shippiug nniving iu Singnporc from Hongkoug mny he 
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h Jr E llency the Governor in 
nbolishc,l, I am directed to inform you t at - IS xcc . 

h' •ay to withdraw the restnc
Council re"'rets that. he does not as yet see IS " 

. "'1 . .1 f lnt that· he is aivitw every attention to the re tnrus of 
tiOHS COffip lllllCI 0 ' > . 0 0 • • 1. 

l . I·I k 0' with n, view to removing the restnctLOns on t le 
cnses of p :tgne m ong on"' · ' 

first nvailah1c opportunity.--r have. &c., 

J . .-\.. SwETTDiHA:\r, Coloui:t1 Secret:try, S. S. 

The Ho::. The Colonial Secretary, Hongkong . _l 

Coi.OXJAT. 8Ec nF.T.\RY's OrFICE' 

llONGKOXG, 1 :?th October, t !:;99. 

SIR -I am directed to inform you that. the following telogra.m hag been 

. . d'f tl Colonl·nl ~cnrctarv of the Strnil~ Sculcmen t ~, Smgapore :-receive rom 1e • •- ·• · ' J • • 

"Prohibition of Chine>'e emigration rcmo,·Nl. Chine"e mmg•·ants Will 

be put. in Quamnt ine. Hongkong Qua rantine will lu:- remove~ ~hen :~nl·y. 
f ]() (l:t,_ • ~. Plea;:e l'PJ>ort whether any frc~h 'n s( ~ ~pm<1(llc 

certified no ca~c~ ·or 

or otherwise." 

(J' overrtmen t have t.ecu duly informed hy telegrams The Singn.pore 
of J>f:t!!llC for re11 (•on~eentive days.-- f 

to-day that there has be~n ll'l rn~e · · 

hnv<', &c., 

,J. H. RTEWAH.T LOCKHAHT. Colonial Serretary. 

C<H.O:'\IAL SF.CitET.-\.RY' S 0 FFI('E, 

II o:-~GKONG, 18th October, 1899. 

. f 1 · f . 1· of t-he Chamber of 
S I l ·rect"d to tran~m•t or I .IC Ill Ol m:t tou , IR,- - am t 1 "' . 

1 1 ·' of a teleuram which lms heen rece t,·cd from 
Commerce t te enc oseu copy o • 

to Mr. Hn~:NAN, Acting Commis:;ionet· of Cnstoms.-[ 
Shanghai a.Jdressell ~ 

have, &c., 

J. H . STEW ART LOCKHART, Colonial Secretary . 

1'he Secretary, CnAMBER OF CoMMERCE. 

TELEGRA)l. 

k l\i removeLl ; importation "Quarantine against Cant.on, Hong ·ong, l ncao 
ffi h'l 't ] inform shipping." ,r rags, old papers, earth, mould, and co ns pro l u m ; 
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H oNGKONG GENErar. Cn Alt mm OF Co:mtEHCE, 
IIoNGI\:0)\G, 20th October, 1899. 

SI.It,-1 beg to ackuowlcdge receipt of yom letters (~os. 17.32 & 1794) 

of the 12th and 1 Ht h instant, a nuon11cing receipt of t Blegmm from the Colo

nial Secret ary, Singapore, to r.he effect tha t t he prohihilion of the immig ration 

of Chiuc8e from H ongkong had heeu remove'! atHI tha t <jlmrautine would Le 

uiscontinnetl 011 reccip1· of assurance that there Lnll l1een uo case~ of plague 

for ten days, and stating th:tt ~uch assumucc had been telegraphed to the 

Strai ts Go,·emme tlt ; alw that a telegram had heeu reeci ,-et.! f rom Shangha i 

announcing rcmontl of quarnntiuc again~t Cautou, :\l acao altll IIougl;,oug. 

The thanks of tlJC Commi ttee a re due to rile Governmeu t for the promp

titude shown iu telegmphiug ID Singapore.- 1 lmve, &c., 

H. CUATTERTO.N WILCOX, :-:iecretary. 
To the Hon. CoLosrAL SJ>eiWT ARY. 

R 
Revival of an Illegal Monopoly in Kwa ngtung . 

THE SnELL TRANSPORT .\ ND TuADING Co., LD., 

HONGKO:-<G, 29th l\Iay, 1899. 

Sm ,-Wo beg to dmw t he attention of your Committee to the enclosed 

cutting, taken from the llonglwng Daily P ress of the 2ith instant, giving 

particulars of a new Lekiu Tax which it appears has heen put on kerosene 

oil in the Kwangtung province. 

\\" e have so far not bceu ~Lhlc to lH'ocure a copy of the original procl:unn· 

tion, nor have we a uy f nrt hcr evidenec eouccmiug t his now farm, hut we 

cons idm· it importa nt tha t t he matter ~huuld be investigated at ouee and 

Lronght to the not ice of H.B.M .'~ Com;n] at Cnutou hy the Committee of 

the Chamber of Commerce. 

Any fnnher information wc secure wc ,.;ball l>c p leased l o put before 

your Committee.-,Yc have, &c., 

AHNHOL D, KAIWEHG & Co., .Agents, 
T n E Sm:LL TnAXSl'OltT A~o TnAJJt:>u Co., Ln. 

R. C. WILcox, Esq., /;ccretary, H ONGKONG G ENEH.AL C HA)U!ER Ol' Co~r
MERCE. 
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[From Honglwug Daily Press, 27t.h .May.] 

The following proclnmation has Lccn issuetl by the Hcnd Lckin Office 

of the Kwtwgtung Province:-

Be it known that ou the 31st :Harch we had the hononr to receive 

from H.E . TAN, the Viceroy of Liang Kwnng, a reply sanctioning 

onr petition proposing that the Lekin on K erosine Oil in the nine 

tlellartmcnts of Ca.nton, Hhu Liang, vVaichow, Nam Hing, &c., &c., 

should Le farmed out as ou a previous oceaHiou to CHES Ft:K·CIII.:UNG, 

and directing 11s to instruct the aforesaid Crmx to cM"ry ou the 

business in a satisfactory manner. W c are further to instruct the 

Pu Chao Chic [Snpplcmcutary Lckiu Office] to call upon the former 

farmer to report the sums collectetl on account of lekin after the 

month of Novemuer, 1898, together with the book:; , &c., in onler to 

make np the accounts and to fix a lh~te for the transfer [from the 

old to the new J in order to avoid the possibility of frallll. 

The smnc day we received from Governor Lu a communication in the 

same senoc sanctioning the nuoYe mentioned arrangcmcut a.tul di

recting us to issue a }Jroclamation nnd establish the farm. Moreover, 

we were to issue a prodamation to Customs houses anti barriers to 

ex:nninc and report so that the amount~, &c., mtty be tallictl. 

We have to ol!~cn·e that the collcetion of lekiu on oil in the new 

district" before referred to was formerly taken aw:ty from the Chc 

Ye Tang farmer W .-\.NG- C H E·TANG. 

Now the merchant CHEN :Fu K·CIIEAXG petition;; tlutt he ma.y be :~llowcd 
to carry on the farm as before for n payment of $90,000 per nnunm 

together with $10,000 for expenses of collection. Any further 

expense to be borne by the f:u-n1er a uti no tlenHuHb to be mat le on 

the L ekiu Office. If the rcceiptf; tlo not come up to the snm men· 

tionetl the Io~s :;hall fall on the fanner. Any sum in excess, up to 

$ 10,000, he shall recein: 10 per cent. uf, but he shall only rece ive 10 

cent. interest ou a ::nun np to $30,000. [Whatever that may menu.] 

On each 50 catty cu::;e of oil a sum of 15 centH, or in tael~> currency I 

mace 8 candm·ccns, iti to be charged. Of this 7 candarcens 3 li is 

on account of T soli ; 1 caullarceu 8 li on account of Cheli ; 1 
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candarcen 8 li on ncconnt of Y:enli. Collection to begin in the 2n1I 

moon [ March]. 

This has heeu sanctioned Ly the Viceroy aud Governor on the lines 

luill down and we therefore i:ssne this proclanmtion for the informa

tion of merchants and others engaged in the oil trade in the niuc 

department:; aforementioned. 

Be it known that the collection of lekiu on oil has now Lecn hn.nded 

over to the :Merchant CHEN F uK - CHEONG, who will henceforth im· 

pose a tax according to the regulations of 15 cents on every case of 
kerosine oil. 

Any case of extortion or improper levy should be at once rep,ortcd, 

nnd the f<tnncr will on uo account he allowed to rai8c the tax fixed. 

HoNGKONG GENERAL CuA~IBEH or-· Co3HIEUCE, 

l-IONGKO!W, 1st J une, 1899. 

. ~11~,-The attention of thi;; Chamber has been directed to the pnul ica-

tiOu, Ill the llongkong Daily P ress of the 27t.h nitimo, of a translation of a 

proclamation said to have l!een issued by the Head Le kin Office in K wan"-

t 
. ~ 

ung, an nonncwg the re-establishmen t. l" r authoritY of H F tl1c , ,. f . ' • • . -· lCcroy, o 
n Farm for the collection of lekin on ke~os i nc iu tint }H'o\·incc ~ 1 1 f • • - ' , " H a copy o 
whtch 1,; enclosed herewi th. 

F rom inqnirieti instituted, tl.e Commit tee at·e sat t·.~fietl ·t t 1 " •· 1:1. lltH: J a pro-
elamation has been issued, and thOJwh t.he version .ri ve11 by tl e t · 1 t o l:l 1 ntH~ a or 

may not. be quite free from inaccuracies, it is substantially correct. It is, of 

course, a fact to be noted that the mnouul to be charged hy the new Fanners 

is the same as the tax now being levied, ...-iz., 15 cents per case of 50 cattics 

iusteatl of 30 ecuts pet' case collected by the old Farmers. 

The Commi ttee are uot, however, ~o much coneernetl with the amouut 

or even with the question of whether or not t he Farm eau collect duty 011 

kc.rotiiue covered hy T mnsit P asH, a;; they are w ith the principle involved in 

tlus reHuscit:~tion of an ahnse which they had reason to hope hud been per

manently abolished. In his letter of the l~th :March, 1898, conveying the 
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welcome assumncc to this Chamber that the colletltiou of Tso-li on kerosine 

had been abolished, your predecessor (Mr. BRENA.N) n.nuounceLl that the 

Viceroy's onler to that effect. had been given by direction of the Tsung-li 

y amen n.nd that in fn turc the collection of the Tso-li tax must be controlled 

hv Government officiab. The !tppearance of this proclamation n.nnounciug 

tite csta,blitihment of the New Farm is therefore either n direc t bren.ch of the 

orders transmitted fn,Hn P eking, or else it indicates a reversal of those orders 

by the Tsung-li Yamen itseif. 

It. cannot be pretended that this Farm is even an official monopoly ; it 

is a monopoly gran teLl, as on the former occasion, to a merchant, or more 

correctly, no doubt, tt syndicate of merchants. All the old objections, save 

in the matter of the amount of duty, apply to the new Lckin l~arm, and they 

cannot be too 8troug ly insistetl upon. 

Hi~; E xcelleucr ~ir CLAliDE MACODNALD wa~ thorough! y couvinceJ of 

the inequity of ti.Ji~ practice of placing monopolies of thi~ kiml iu the hnuds 

of persons who are themselvc~ interested i.n trade, aml. ~here i~; no donb:, 
f rom the tone of hi~ ue~patches, that he beheved the tlectswn come to, on hts 

rcpresentn.tiou;:, by th e T ;;uug-li Yamen was fina.J. 

It j~ unfortunately only too ev ident that the evil wa::; only :;cotchctl, not 

killctl, autl t.hc battle has to be fought over again. Will you therefore be so 

good as to t:tke up the qud tiou, and point out to His Excellency t he Viceroy 

that the revival "of this Lekin Farm i ~ the renewal of a former attempt to 

build np an injuriouH monopoly calculated to seriously restrict. foreign trutle, 

and the continuance of which will not be tolerated by the Treaty Powers ?-

I have1 &c., 
H.. 11. GRAY, Ch airman. 

R. W . .M.u;:;FIEJ,P, Eo;q., Her Britannic :Majesty 's Consul, Caut011. 

HoNGKO!'IG GENERAL CnA~fBEit Of' Co~r~mRCE, 
HoNGKONG, 1st June, 1899. 

D£AH Sms,-1 beg to own receipt of yom· letter of tl1e 29th ultimo. 

enclosing a cu tting from the Daily Press being copy of :L translation of :>. 

proclamation by the .Head Lekin Office, Kwangtnng, auuounciug the revh·al 

of the Farm for the collection of lckin on kerosine in that province, and 

~uggesting that the matter be brought to the notice of H.B .. M.':; Consul at 

Canton. 
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In reply, I am instrncteLl to say that the matter has heen inqu ired into, 

the authentillity of the proclamation ascertained, nntl ~trong rl\presenta.tions 

made to H.B."M.'s Consul at Canton.-! am, &c., 

R. CHATTERTON WILCOX, Secretnry. 

To Messrs. AltNHOLD, K.~RBRHG & Co., A gents, Shell Transport anti Trad

ing Co., Ltl. 

BRITISH CoNSULA n, 
CANTON, 2n<l ,June, 1899. 

Sm,-In reply to your letter of yesterday on the subject of the rc

estnblishmcut of the farm for the collection of lekin and tso-li on kerosene 

in this prodnce, I beg to state that on the a.ppea.rance in the Kativc P;ess of 

the proclamation cstnhlishing the farm I at once telegraphed the fnct to H er 

Majesty'~ Charge d' Aff1d res, and )m Ye already written strongly protesting 

agains ~ it. to the Viceroy. 

I fully recognise the evils which woui<I result were this farm allowed 

to carry out its operations, and yon may rely on me to do a ll in my power 

tohnve it aholishe<l. Whi le using every effort local ly in this directio11, I am 

forward ing copy of your let ter to Her l\Ia.jcst.y's Minister, so that, if neces

sary, his inflnetwe may be hronght to hear upon the 'l'suug-l i Ya.m eu. 

It mn.y 'lJP of inten·~t to .\' OU to kno'l\· t hnt, from inqu iries I ha.Ye mnde, 

it appears that the Fanner, both in the present iu.~ta.nce awl in the former 

case of the Chap Yik I<ong, are Chinese merchants at Hongkong. T heir 

names are k ept in the background, hn t I he li en~ yon w ill find this to be the 

ea~e.-I nm, &c., 

R. W. MANSFIELD, Consul. 

P.S.-T he translation of the proclamntion sent by yon is ext remely 

inaccurate. 

The Chairman, HONGKONG GENERAL CIIAMBEH OF Co)fMERCE. 

lloNOIWNG GENERAL CHAMBEn OF Co~nmRcE, 

H oNGKONG, 7th June, ltl99. 

Sm,-I beg to acknowledge receipt of your despatch of t he 2nd ins tnnt, 

replying to my letter of the 1st instant, in regard to tlw re-establishment of 

t!Je Farm for the collectiou of lekin on keros ine iu 1\wnng-t.un!!, in which vou 
. ' · .. 

-
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state that the quest ion is receiving your active attention, and that you . have 

nlso forwn.rdetl a copy of my letter to H.R.M.':> "Minister at Peking. 

I lm\·e to thnnk you in the name of the Committee ~or the prompt action 

taken in the matter, :~.nd to assure yon that the result. of your representations 

thercon is being ltwaitetl with much interest .. -! have, &c., 

H. :NI. GRAY, Chn.irman. 

R. W. l\1ANSFIEI"D, Esq., Her Britannic Majesty's Consul, Canton. 

BmTI1'U CoNSULATE, 

C .uTON, 8th June, 1899. 

Sm,-llefcn'ing to my letter of the 2nd instant, I now beg to enclose 

translation of the Viceroy's repl~, to my protest ltgainst the re-establishment 

of the farm of kerosine duties. 

I have read with care the correspoll!lcnee in the former caRe of the Chap 

Yik Tong farm, and it appears that Sir CLAliDE MAcnoNALD's position 

there wns, not that farming in principle was inndmissible, but. th:tt the farmer, 

hein"' himself n dealer in the article the revenue on which was farmed, was 
b 

placed in a position to secure a monopoly of the trade, in contravention of 

Article XIV. of the French Treaty. 

This, then, is the ground on which, if it exis ts , the present case must 

he fought, and I shall be much obliged if yon will endeavour to find out who 

arc the members of the syndicate probably represented hy the name Cb'en 

Fu-ch'nng, the fanner named in the proclamation. Abo if t.hese members 

are dealers in kerosine. I am making enquiries here, bnt I believe they are 

all Hongkong people. 

The Viceroy's despatch is written in a conciliatory tone and if I can 

show him that the farming of lekiu is in the present instance likely to lead 

to a monopoly I do not despair of inducing him to pnt an etHl to it. 

The lust clause in his dcspntch touches on the vexed question of the 

area of exemption from lekin at the open ports. This will never he definitely 

settled nnt.il our respective Governments take it up in eamest, thongh I nm 

glad to sny I h!t.YC so far carried the point locally that no lekin is levied on 

goods taken from the ~ teamers to a British shop in the eity of Canton. 
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l luwe hatl no complaints a!'; yet of any attempt on the part of t.he Leldn 

Farm to levy dntie~ on Transit Pa-.s goods.-! am, &c., 

R. W. MANSFIELD, Consul. 

The Chairman, Ho);GKO~G GENERAl. CrL\MBER OF Comn:RcE, Hongkong. 

Canton, .June 6 th, 1899. 

Sir,-1 have the honour to acknowledge receipt of yonr despatr~h of t he 

2nd instant, protest ing against the re-establishment of the Kero~ine T ax 

Farm. 

I have the honour to observe that since the collection of the lekin on 

kerosine reverted to the officials n.fte r the abolition of the Chi Y i Tang 

during the 2nd moon of last ycnr, Cn~:N Fu-cnANG, upon the J·ccommcmla

tion of Prefect W AN'G, the Deputy then in charge of the Snpplemeutn~y 
Lekin Office, was nllowed to collect the tax for the time being u uder official 

superintendence, null this has gone on for severa l moutlis to the satisfaction 

of both Chinese and. Foreign merchants. Dnring the winter the collection 

was again undertaken by the officials, and it was found difficult to exercise 

a complete sm·vcilbt;ce, as many traders unproviLled wit h transit passes 

sought to avoid the payment of lekin. So this spring, the General Lek iu 

Office requested that CHEN Fr::-CH.-\.NG might ngain he allowed to undertake 

the collection as nn experiment.. I rep lied, in~trnct.ing the lckin offic e to 

enjoin on CnBN F u · CIIAXn thn.t he mnst conform with the T rea ties nurl 

Trade Regulations; t hnt kcro~inc under tm~~it puss, which had no t. arrive~\ 

nt destination, or which, lmving atTivctl a t destina tion, had not yet hccn 

shipped elsewhere, eonltl in no sense be placed on the same footing as goods 

uot co,·erc<l. by t ransit pass ; that if he reverted to the ol;\ methods of the 

Chi Yi Tang the farm would be immediately a bolished ; that only kerosiue 

not under transit pa~s or which h rul left the destination specified in the 

transit pass was liable to pay lckin ; that the~e instrnctions were issued with 

:1 Yiew to cheek abuses and clo away with the eva:<ion of dntics. · T his is 

what is meant hy the cl:tnse in the Tl'cnty empowering the Chi nese Author

ities to adopt the means they may jn<lge most proper [to pre ,·ent t he revenue 

suffering from fraud or smuggling]. 

Having received your despatch abovc-quot.e<l, it becomes my <lnty to 

ngain instruct the General Lekin Office to exercise the most carefnl super

intendence to prevent atty oh~trnct ion to trade or deficiency in the rc,•enne. 
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I ·r rto1.11e1! wlwtbPr thrre i~ nny objee-1 h a\'P gin•n orders to l:t\'C t a~co " . 
. · . f 1 k' ffi' e at ~am~hui . As rr"'nrtl>~ your nontcntton non ro tbe openmg o a c m o c . • • · "' 
tl at the ll'Y'' of lekin within the limitH of a Treaty porr. is entirely contrary 

~ ~·Treat,·, I wonlt! oh~en·c that ti 1c T ren.t.y on ly pro,·idcs that lekin ~h.:d l uor 
• · 1 · 1 · [' 't · It r"tunot he ~nul that J1e lrvicd on foreign g:oo1l~ wtt Jtll set t rmeut lllll ~ . • · · 

j nor PO\'('red h.v Tmn~it the lcv.v of lekin ont~ide the> ~ctrlemenr~ u pon gonr ~ 

( Seal of Vir·erny.) 

Tran~lntc.l Ill' r;. D. Pitzipio,. Vir•e-Cou~nl. 

Ilo'\r:I\ <1'\G GEXERAT. CnA)IIWR OF Co,nrr.ncr., 
JTmml\OX<}, ~Oth .June, lts09. 

~IR -r ])pO' to ndwowlcclgc reJ•eipr or .''0111' lie~plLtch of the Rllt inst:ln t , 

I 
. · ' "'c tl e ViPeroY'" replY to rom rPprc;;ellt.nrio n nil t;l e suhjr<' l 

eliC O~ t ll"' !'OpV Or 1 . · · . • 

of the re~·i val. of the Farm for the eollf'<'tion ot' lekin 011 k<'rosi11o in Kwn,n)!-

1 tl e ( 'onnnit tCL' will he (}'lad to ~Pe ,·nnr lwpP r<·n\i:'P(l of in<hwing tnng, :llH 1 . -. ,... . 

H is Ex<'ellen ey ro n,holi~h thP n~·CrC'alr<l monnpoly. 

· 1 l ( 'I I c · ~.· hon k! f'n•lt!a \·onr to "'ith rf'~n.nl to th<! ~ngge~tJon r wr t ti! -· wm J .1 

dis<·over thC' .idC'ntity of tlw nwmher~ of tiH! ~~·ndif':tte ••ompo"ing- th" Fn~·rn. 
I I 1 t 1 t'O"Tl't to ~·•" withonr 'tH' l'f':"~. 'i Ot t effort~ ha,·e hlWII mate to' tl "o; •11 ., ·,.. ··• . ' 

will llo donht, hase ~een the ~tarcmcnr. in the /)ui/.IJ I'ress to rho effl)ct t hlll 

a n~it·i ~h Chine:;P-born ~nlt .ieet is "onncet<'<l with riH• ll:tinan Lckin Farm. 
· · l t · tl· t anti the KwaiiO'(Illl !! mo-hnt whetlH!r there 1~ :wy oollnOct!On JC "cen 1.1 · • · · "' • 

nopol.v the Chamh.~r i" 110t at- pre~ont in a. pn:'itio•t to tl<•termillr. - I I HtH', &r· .. 

IL M. C; HAY, Chnirmn11. 

v H".l'. ] >1•1'ro, nni<' :\Ta.l'e" t.r',; Con~n l . Cnnto11. ToR. \V. ~fANS~'n:T.n. I'-'~IJ., ' , " 

s 
The Lekin Authorities and British-owned Craft 

on the West River. 
Care of Hev. R. H. Graves, D.D . 

CANTON, 23nl May, 1899. 

Sm,-I beg to bring the following matter bcfor0 yon, judg ing it. to he 

· t 11 ' hP interP~t.erl i11 ~tPnm nu.vigat.ion on th~> of Importance o n. who arP. or may · -

West Hiver. 
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I lntve a ~mall :;tea!Il-ln,nndt registered in m,· tHLtUC at the Britbh Con 

su late here a:; a Briti sh-o wncd launch. She is abo regi~tcrc<l at the Chinese 

Cnstoms aiHI ha~ a licence for plying on I nlaml \Ya tcrti. I ha1·e also a~ my 

properly n native built boat for carrying pas:;enger:;, which i~ t.oweti by my 

lunnch. A t present we sh ip no en,rgo ei ther on the 11ttlllc1 or pasti enger boat, 

bu t "·ish to Jo :;o o n l.oth ves:;el;; as ~0011 as the arrangcnH•n ts are complete. 

The lauuch had beeu toll'ing the nat ive b ttilt. uoat ahuut three week" 

withont auy troul .te, when ou Satunla;·, ~l:ty 1;), th" Htlppo a t ~~~lll~hui 

complaiuetl to t loc Connuis~ioner of Cu~tum,; at Satnslllti that we rdused LO 

report. at two Lekin :; tadou~, :uul ltavillg" 110 Ch'uan-liao lieeucc l'ot· t,lw n:tt.in.: 

lmiic boat, she 1\'a~ liable tv nuc :tiHI cou fi ~<·ation. I proved to the sat i>'

f aet.iou of the B r it i,;h Cons ul tlutl uo regulation in regard to n•por ting at 

Lckin Stntb had bee r: Yiolated, anti rH! thf' Cou:;u l repre:;e11 ting tha t to the 

Commi~"ioncr ot' Cu:; tom~, the launch paper:; we:·e returned :•f rer a few day, ' 

dc!Cution, w !Jich nHmut a Ios:; to t;lto \n,une li uf ~OIIIe ~200. T ho launch is 

again r.owiug tlw na t i ve boat, the latte l· en,ny iug passengers only. 

..\.,.; rega~d ti tl11• l ' l.l~tom~ eontl' tll ion that a C h 'na11-liao li<·e11ce J:i nr)Ces

"ary for a. nat ive lmi lr boat owned by a foreiguer, t lw British Con,;ul here 

refnses 10 recogni:ie t ha t claim, a11d consi<ler:i t ltn.t i\o . .:; H ulc of ~upple

mentn•·.v Hule3 unde r '' 1 uland f:iteamcr Uegula tio11:;" place~ a nnti 1·c- to n·ed 

l•ont on the ~arne footi ng- as tile ~ reamer tuwiug. 

I think the Cou::;ttl he re tbiuk~ the tu:ttter importan t and euns itlcrs t lw 

Lekiu arc tr~· ing to <loa ~qneeze. A~ the mat ter ltn~ ltel·er COIIlC ll[l uefore , 

and is a li ttle colllplicuted, 1 t h ink it wil l l,e referred tu l'ckitl~ uoth l.y thu 

Cum;ul ami Curnmi~~ium.:r of Cn~lOIII~. !11 the meautime if we earry cargo 

it will he onlv !.y " Tran~ir pass." 

l Lad not thoug h t o f truuul iug· the Clmml.er of Commerc l! wi th the 

matter n11ti l fr icnlls here t houg h t i t mig h t be well t u a eqna int t he Challlber 

of Comuwrc:e wirlt a few dcta ib. 

As regards tn,r~elf, 1 hope y ou will Hot deelll it ou t o f l <t ~ l l! for me to 

write yon a few particular~, a~ l am nukuo\\' U to you. I am a merclwnt 

tn is:-;ionrtry work iug in cou ueAio11 with "The l':iouthcru Baptbt ::\l ission." 

The s team la.uuch i~ runniug in UJ)' tJ:LHI C ami for my iu tcrcst. A party of 

Ch inc~a Christiuu~ has also an interes t in the launch. 
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Captain BnowN, of the I-Iongkong nml Kowloou Whnrf and Godown Co., 

wonld, 1 have 110 doubt, gi ve you fnrther particulars, if yon nee,l thcm.-I 

am, &c., 
KT. SNAGGS. 

R. CuATTERTON WtLcox, E~q. 

liONGKONG GENlm.\L CIL\.Ml\Eit OF co~DIERC~:. 

l-IuN\H\ONG:, h t .Tuuc, 18~l9. 

DEAlt Sm,-1 beg lc:~vc to uclmowlctlge receipt of your letter of the 

23nl ultimo, allll am inslrnclc,l to tcuder you the thanks of the Committee 

for makiug them ae<1uaintctl with the 1mrtitmlar~ of your ca~e wit.h the 

Kwan"tUn" Lekiu Authorities. The case is in good haulls, awl the Cum-
" 0 

mitteo will be interested to le:~m how it proceeds.-! am, &c., 

R. CHATTERTO~ WILC OX, Secretary. 

E . T. ::iNAGG~, Esq., Canton. 

T 
Preferential Duties on Junk-borne Carg·o. 

U tcFJ CE oF T H E lloNGKO NG, CA.:>TOS & l\f.\ C.-1.0 STEA31-IlO.\T Co., Lu. , 

liONGKOSG , 7th ,J nly, 1899. 

DEAR Sw,-W e beg re ference to yonr letter of the 15 th N oYembcr, 

1897, forwarding copy of a despatch from H.M . Minister at !'eking upon 

the subject of different ial du ty, auont which there had been much prcl'ion~ 

1
·orrospomlcuec, ami we ~ball be glatl to !mow whether yr.ur Cha.mhcr wil l 

couseut to take any fu r ther steps in t his m11tter. 

T he tlitliculty of procuring tlocumental')' proof of tlw m ethoth; wh ereby 

the :Native Cn~toms concede advantage>< iu tl.e nmt ter of du ty to owners of 

cnrgo earrie<l hy junk between the port~ of l-Iougkoug ami (\wton wa~ 

poin ted out to ll.;\1. Mildster in yom Chairman's <lespat.cb of the 1 uth 

October, 1897, ami after au inten·al of ne<Hiy t1:o year>', we ran only repeat 

that it is pmctically impossible for the River Steam sh ip Companies to obtain 

such evidence a~ that which H is Excellency snggestell that they sh ould 
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furnish. T here is, howm·er, but l ittle tlonLt tlmt the Ceutral Go1·ernment 

could thcm:;elves readily procme proof o f the inegular action of the Nati1·c 

Customs if there were any real desi re ou thei r rmrt to pnt a stop tu the 

a lmses of which we complaiu. 

The Steamboat Company first took np t.h is matter in the year 1874 and 

it has, at iutervnl.~, been agitated ever since, b ut without pmctical result. 

:Meanwhile, t hat s hare of the cargo-cal'l'ying trade be tw een the two ports 

which wa:-; former!~· held hy the Rh·cr Steamers l1as been gmdually almo~t 

entirely diverted to junks. F or years past the quantity of imports iu to Can

ton by R iver Stemue t·:; ht~s IJceu in:-;iguiticant, and " · ith rcgnrtl to the export

cargo, all Tea, \Va:-;t.c ~ilk , Mat.liug, F irecrackers, Ca~:>ia, &c. is uow, thraugh 

the lower duties levied hy t he ~ative CnHl om:-;, carrietl lty juuk aut! all rtwt 

is left to us is the R aw Silk (and that onl v bccnu,;c merchan ts wi ll not buY 
it for delivery here), occasional odd lots of gcueml cargo too small in <[lHU;

tity to load a jnnk with, a11tl the more peri:-;haLie articles of foo(l reqni rctl for 

local cousmnptiou. 

The H oppo benefits too largely by this pemicious t;y:-;rem for u:-; to ex

pect that any reform will ever come from h im. The difiiculty migh t be met 

if the Foreign Cus toms would cou:-;eut to frank g oods passed by t he Xath·e 

Custom;; and nllow same to be :-;hippell by our 1·e~:;els without fur ther in ler

fercnce. ~\tiling thi~, the only pru cti cal remedy i:; tlte collection of all 

duties by tlte .Imperial Jlfaritime Customs, and we wonld :;ugge~t that that 

is the end w hich sh ould Le aimed at should your Chamber ~ce tit to render 

further a:ssi:;tauce in the 11111 tter .- \\" e remain, &c., 

Tuos. A HNOLD, :-iecretary, 
llongkong, Canton & :Macao Steam boat Co., Ld . 

B UTTEHFIELD & SWIRE, Agcu t~, 

C hiua. Navigati on Co., Ld. 
n. c. \\' n ,cox, E~ch i;ecrcta.ry, HONGKONG GENE RAL CH.-UillEit OF CO)!· 

)JE RCE. 

HoNGl\:UNG G E N ERAl. CHA)!BER o F Cu)D1 E IWE, 

HoNGKOX G, 18 th ,July, 1899. 

::im,-lt is w ith regret t hat I have once mor<" to ::ultlrcti~ H er :Majesty 's 

Hepreseutati ve on a snhject so time-wom mul so unsatisfnctol'\' in the results 

hitherto nrri ved at as that of the differential dut ies accorded• to juuk-Lorue 

cargo by the Hoppo or Superintendent of .Kative Customs at Canton. 
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,:- Cl t.- 1· · tle·dt with the IJ IIC~tion ut lu previou~ eorrespoutleucc turH mmuer 1.1~ • • 

great length, but at the ri~k of reiteration I am compcllct!, Ly rea son of Its 

impor tauee, to again go somewhat into detail. 

I t is well known, mul cannot be reasonably t!ispnted , t hat the Stcamb~at 
·com11•111

ies 11tvin()' 011 the Canton River have for many years past Loon losmg 
' • 0 • l 0 \ l 

c·tr"'o not throtwh compctitiou of ra,tc~, but owing to the low er tutles par 
·• "" ' 

0 
• . 0 • , • o · f ,f thi:-; ])l'ttetiee Ly hy that eargo when slnppeJ by Jllllk. DOt:nmentmJ ptoo l . . . . 

· 1 o • 1 t' )ll <rood · t"ll' l'lCLl 111 uatt \'\! 
1 he 1'\ati vo Custom~ of accept lllg o\\ et l u tes • o " · 

l 1 - l cc .1 -1°,.1[ f'or hut ha~ never been oblairmhle owiug t-o the ,· c:;.:;c :-; Hl:-, , 11 < :-s '"" , 
· · f' .. · 1 -1,1,] tc,t 'tf'v for o l,viom; rcal:lous. 

1 ! f • tl\'e o]l1p[JCI' 0 t l l UOlllC Ol W .ll' • · -- . re ne :wee o u.t , ., .-

S 
-" 1 . 1° .. •, ,11:1] J'--'-1 4 the l-l orwkotw Cantou and 'Macao dteaut-o LHl' )!t·C~ ,t~ ... .,..1: ' t.1 ' t'l ~, 

l,•oat Conrpauy, ] ,imitetl , h::u l reason ro complain of the a~;tion of t he Ho~Jpo 
iu in!-lu uudug the qmwtity of eargn carried by the ir ~ teamcrso In t he Ju~ t 

f l . .. 1"~3 t he re ·nnc rs receive•! their usual cargo nf three quar ters o lte)C·tl ol ~ • . 

• ~1 000 1 •)" 000 lrlle~ of nw cotton, but. tb i ~ :;lllldenly fell, Ill t he het\VCC!l ~ , f.l.l1L _.. ,), ' · ·~ ( 

fourth l]tt:~rter, ro 1,821 halos and iu the fir:<r quarter of IH7.J it san_k to~.-~ 

l l · 0 ~.· · c. til"t thte when the traJc in mw "ottou was 1.hns dnertcd. 
H..l. C:5 Otll'. ~-,ut C u. c ' . 

l : 1 - o '' eX jJOl't h·tve followetl , "uch as wa:-;le :;ilk , tea, ea,;~ia, umttlllg, 
01 !Cl' artle ce L • • 

fan~, tirenac~ker~, cane~, presenoes, &e., until at the prcscu t momeut I ~.1e ouly 
• · •. 1 •1 ... '111o· or passetwer:-; \\ herea:<, trade of a ny gTcat valne remttl lltllg J" t. JO em .' o • · · o · · 

prior to U-l73 the Ste:1mhoat Co. reeeiloCl! s ome 8;i per eeu t. to VO per ~eut: 
of the foregoing export:-;, they now earry at the utmost not more thnn I 0 pet 

l 1{ ·'l]o owinu· to it~ co·<~ ly trat ure, 1:; cent. of t he articles abo ve namct. aw ~ ~ '• o -
- '[[ 1 · 1 ·1 rlle ~te·•nJer·~ lmt t.evoml :;mall otld ~hipmen t,; of the o thC'r 
~11 ~ ttppcc t 1 . •> " ·, .. 

l tre of time, telllpomry want pro1lnct~, ow ing to varion>' canse:-;, s ue 1 :ts ]H'es~t 

of junk lonuage, or b:ul wc;tther, the eargo :; till left to the :;Ceamcr:; eon~ist:< 
m ainly of pcri:-;hable gootl s for 1 be foot! supply ut' tbb Colony. 

The Committee \\'o uld respectfully Jra\\' a t tention to the t'ae t that the 

l{i \'er :--; tc:un boat. Conljmnie:> \\'ere fonnctl, an cl tha t they built l:u·ge :tntl co:-;tly 

l ' tn '-le fnJ' .111 , 0 other tra tlic, on the faith of the rights guaranteed resse ti Hnsur .. u • J 

l I 'I' t f '1''1e11 t ·'111 1,t· whieh riu-h ts the companies s ubmit tho~· ha-•e 
lV' t 1e re:. y o ~ , , o . . • 

1 ° • ' 1' ly 1111] 1111f'.,'1rly tler>ri\cd without compen~ation, am!, 111 sptte of Jeen l U ~ l l IOU>! < " 

repented protests, without retlress. 

[ 121 J 

T 
The assert ions of the S teamuoat Companies a s to rhc diversion of ex

port cargo from their steamers to Junk s cn.n bC' a mply aml fully corroborated 

h_v the Imperial M aritime (Jn,;toms at Canton; and, where the facts arc so 

notorious as in the p resent io~tn.nce, the Committt:e snLmi t thm·e is no neces

sit:· for docume ntary cvitlenM h~· Ch ine~e. 

Seeing thnt any prospeet of redre~s is obvious ly slender so long- as the 

t wo eompeti n~ Cn~t.oms services m·e maintained s ide by side in K wangtnng

ancl tha 1 their eou t innE'd cxistL·nce ~<_vnclH·onously must ser ve to obstruct nntl 

limit foreig n :t>' wel l as nat ive tmde in the pl'Ovincc, the Chamber is ~trongly 

of opinion that H er Majesty's Government would he jnstifie1l in demanding 

the aboli tion of the N at ivf! Cnstom~ with its H oppo, alltl that the cn tjre col

lect. io n ol' tlu 1ics he p laectl in the h ands of' the Chinese lmpC'rial Marir.ime 

Cn~tom:O, who conl•l reimhnrsP the Provincial Trensnry the sum at pre~en t 

r-ont.rilmtC'cl hy the H oppo. The pr·e~ent system i~ abnormal, wastefu l, and . 

nnpractical, ddon~i blP f rom no po int o f view save on the assumption that. 

rhe l!o llcc t ion h_v the frnperial ::vfaritime Cu stoms wou ld he a confisc:ation of 

pt'OYinci::tl l'lWC'Hnc, a nd "neh an assmnptio n could not be seriously maintn inecl. 

The Cham ber thercfnre nrgc t-hat, in the iuteresb of trntlc and in clcfencc o f 

1· iolatcd Tn-'at.'o rig-h t~, the abolit-ion of' t his Cnstoms anaelmm i ~rn may be 

in ~istetl upon by t h e Br i ti~h G-o,ocr·n men t, who wonld no clonht he supported 

!._v the othPr T rP;~ t~o PowAr~ in ~o _j n ~;t mHl reasonable a t!P.m nn.I .-1 ha,·e~ &c., 

H. M. GHA Y, C huirrnan. 

Il is E x<>cllcncy H. 0 . B.~x-lRoxsmr:, 1-I.B.M . '~ Charge tl'Aifaire~ . P eking. 

Iloxr.Koxn G-ENER AL CHA>tnER OF Co1DIERC ' E, 

H oxGKONG, 18th .'Jnly , 18990 

Sm,--1 ha\'C the hononr to transm it to yon, for t he in formation of His 

Exccllene_v t he Govnmor, cop_~' of n Jotter addressed by this Ch nmber to Hi~ 

Exeel lency .Mr. H. 0. Bax-lrons i,lP, H er B ritanuic :Majesty 's Charg(. 

•I'Afl'aires at Pe king, under this date, ou th 11 ~nbjoc t of thC' <lifferential dntieK 

ncenrdetl by t he lioppo or Superi ntenclent of Na ti vt> Cusroms at Canton on 

junk-hol'tle C':trgo to the det rim ent of thC' S tl'ambont C'omp:mirR l:'ng-agetl in 

tracle on the Cn,nton river.- [ h:t\'C', &c. , 

R. CHATTERTO~ W ILCOX, Srcn' tnry. 
H on . • T. H . ~Tf:WART L0CK HAH T, Co'!.l;,, Colon inl SPerE't:~ry . 
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CoLONIAL i-i~:cmnARY's OFFICE, 

HONGKONG, 22nd July, 1899. 

sm.-1 am directed to aclmow[e,lge the receipt of your letter of the 
. f I tt a llrcssc!l bv the Chamber of H!th instant, forwarding a copy o a c, er •'' · · . 

Commerce to H er Britannic i.\i:tjesty's Charge ,t' A ffaires at P eking 0~1 the 
· · l 1 b tl Hoppo ·1t Canton on ]Unk-~ubject of the preferentutl duties accor< Cl Y · lC • • 

horne cargo, n,ml to :>tate tlmt His Excellency earne!<tly hopes that tl~e 
· 1 to a t' f'actorv ~et t.lcment of tlus Chamber'H ropresen tntwns ma.v con. nee sa .1s • · · . · · 

illlportnnt qne~tion.-I have, &c., 

,T. H . STEW AHT LOCKH AHT, Colonial Secretary. 

The Sccr•,>ta,ry, CHA)WER OF CO)D!ERCE. 

PEKING, 7th Angnst, 1H99. 

Sm -1 he" to acknowledge recnipt of ~·onr letter of ,July 18th, with 
. ' " 1 l I . I Native C·l«toms Anthor-referenee to the nnfnir rub·nntngo nccor< e• 1J t 10 .c • ' · 

't' . of C·lnton to ,·nnk-horne export.s in t.he ~hapc of antics lower than those 
I !PS • · • 

of the TrPaty tariff. 

As yon nr·e aware, th is Legation has repeatc,lly protc;;tetl a~ain~~ thi~ 
'ft1e 1·en1on~tmnccs of ilm· i\1ajcMy'>~ :Minister have lllvarmhly pmctiec. 

been met by tt polite tleuinl Oll the part of the Can ton Nati ve Customs 

Authorities con veye<l through th e Tsung-li Yam en n.ml n. retpwst for proof of 

the as~crtions of the Foreign Steamship Companic>\. 

Your pre!'ent propMal to abol ish the Native Customs nltoget~1er would 

certainly go to the root of the evil. It involres, howev~r, ~neh W l~csprc:ul
• ., • 11 other won!~ the fi scal reform of that port1on of the 
In" consequence~, 1 · , 

CJ~inc:<e Empire to which yon refer, that I feel it m.'' duty to snl•J:lit ~he 
mn.tter for the consi1Jemt.inu of Her ~'fn:jeRty's Secretary of State for I• on•1gu 

Affairi'.-1 am, &c., 

IJ. 0. RAX-IRONSIDE. 

lioNc:rwxr:- GENTmA 1.. C HA)rm: n ()F Co)IR. M. GRAY, Esq., Chair·mu.n, 

.11 F.RC'E, Hongkong. 
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Inland Waters Steam Navigation. 

HoNOKONG, 11th Septembe1·, 1899. 

DI>AR Srn,- We beg- to send ,rou herewith copy ofa joint letter whieh 

we addressed to H. B. ~L l\Iinisler nt Peking ou the 28th i\1arch last, point 

ing- out the hardship entailed upon the owners of foreig·n steamers trading· 

on the West R iver by the Inspector General of Customs' interpretation of 

t he Steam Navigation Inland Hules and Reg-ulation (amended) 1808, a copy 

of which we enclose, and in connection t herewith we would particularly 

direct your attention to parag-raph 1 of the said Reg·nlntions, which reads 

as fo llows :-

" The inland waters of China are h ereby opened to all such steame~s, 

native or foreig-n, as are specially reg-istered for that t rade at the 

Treaty ports. They may proceed to and fi·o nt will under t he 

following· reg·ulations, but they mnst confine theit· trade to th e 

inland waters and must not proceed to places out of Chinese ter

ritory. The expression ' inland waters' is used with s imilar 
meaning· to that g-iven fin· places in the interior (nei-ti) in the 

fourth article of the Chefoo Convention." 

Om representations to H.B.:M. l\IinistP. t' were duly forwarded under 

cover by l\lr. ~fANSFIELD, the British Consul a t Canton, and by the reply 

received, euclosed herewit.h with ot.her co t·respomlence on the snl~j ect, you 

will see that our effnrt to obtain redres~< of our g'l'iemnces has been futile, 

altlwngh, according· to Mr. nonsnl l\lANSI-'lE r.n's despatch 7th July, the 

I nspector-General of Customs' rul ing· was in direct contravention of Hegn

lation No. 1 as quoted, above. A nd even the priv ileg·e of calling· at way 

ports fon· passenger s has been \vithdt'n.wn, t he tt·ade of foreig-n stPamers being

now confined solely t.u t.he treaty ports and the fonr ports of call mentioned 

in the original proclamation at the opening· of the \Vest Rivet·. 

From the foregoing it will be seen that the freedom of truflic and tra!l

ing- on the Inland wn.tet•s, ahont which so much has been said and written 

of late, is absolutely non-existent. We wunld therefore ask your Chumher 

to be g;ood enoug·h to take the mat ter up, and e ndeavom· to obtain t he r e

moval of the restrictions of which '~e complain in our lettet· 28 th March 

la~t, and which consti t ute a \'er,,- g·t·f.'at h ind1·n.nce to the development of 
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trntle on t.lte Wes t Hiver, so mnclt so that wt> ban~ hnrl tn tal\P orH' of om· 

;;tpamers nff the li 111'.-"T e m·c·, &e., 

'l'HO~. AH NOLD, Secr·etary. 

I!ongkon;!·, Canton and Macnn StParnboat. Co., Ld . 

. lAHDTNE, ~lATHESON & Go., Grnrrnl :\Innng·rrs , 

Indo-China S team Navig·ution Co., Lrl . 

HUTl'EHFIELD & SWIRE, Ag·ent~. 
China N nvi~ration Co., Ld. 

IL CHAT1'Eil'roN \VlLCOX, E~q , Srnrtary, IIo:>~oKo !'>u 0JDIP.RAL CHAM

nr.:n 01' Co:i\Ii\tEitCE. 

H ong·kong·, ~28th l\Iarch, l S~J!). 

Sir,-We hand you fnr yonr information a joint despatch we have 

n.tldres~:ed to H. n. ~I. i\Iinister n.t Pekili q- on the snhjec t of T nlnnd N aviga

tion together with the enclosmes therein alluded to. 

These we shall be g·lad if, after perusal, you will transmit to their 

destination with any remarks you may think it well to mpke in ordm· to 

emphasize the restrictions of foreig·n steam traffic in Inland Water~.-We 

l!ave, &c., [H ere follow gi g·natmes.] 

ToR. W. :i!Iansfield, Es(j, 11.13.~1.'s Consul, Co.nt on. 

Hongkong·, 28th .March , 1800. 

Sir,- \V P- liuve the honour to enclose copies of certain correspondenee 

relating- to the opening; of the inland waters of China to ~tenm navig-a t ion, 

f1·om which it will be seen that in addition to an evasin; policy wi t h r·eg:ml 

to the publication of the Ilules to be in fo•·et~ ut th e various lekin barrirrs 

promised. in clanse S of the Supplementary Hnles tl1e Clti ne;.:e Government 

seek to impose snch restrictions on tlw opening of tlt rsf' waters a~ wil l 

rrndPr the whole concrssion valueless. 

Before any advautag;e can he taken of the opening· of these waters by 

foreign steamer ;o; we are of the unanimous opinion t.hnt :--

lst.-'l'he prompt publication of the RnlP.s and Reg·ulations promisPtl 

in Rule 7 of the fnlantl Reg·nlutions aml Chnse 8 of t he Snpplomrntary 

Rules and also of the appointment uf th e provincial officer rPfm·rrd to in 

( '\nu se 9 of the latter; • 
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:Jnd.-Tlw re~cinding· of the Inspector-G eneral's decision that inter

trea ty-port steamet•,; shall not also be reg·istcrd fut· inlantl navigation ; 

:3rtl.-- T he strict cut()l'{~emcnt of Clause :.-, <,t· tl1c S npplementary Rules 
must be iu~isted uu . 

As explanatory of tltis letter we tt 1 a ae t a mcnwrantlnm dealing fully 
with the sub]. ect.-- \V e h·tve ''·c • \. 'l\., ., 

[H er e follow sio·11atur es.] 
T H. E I o o 1s •xcc leucySirClaudc Macdoualti Kc~r G r·c 11 lfB 'I ~1· · 

. . . ' • " • ., "· · . , • "' • i• 1111s ter 
m Cluna. 

M E)!ORANDU :U. 

1 u order that the ua tnre and meaning of these rcstrietious ma1• 0 f 11 . 
llU'''t l ' ·. . .; euy 
.' 1 e1s oot I t 1::> necessary to entel' 1nto somewhat lengthy details, but the 

Importance of t he stake at issue will WP think f , 1 . • ' · , or m amp e apology fur 
UOlllg' so. 

A t the opening of the \Vest Hiver to toreign trade two lin e~ of steamers 

were started by us to eng·age iu the ca rn i1w trade ufit t)Jle f' tl .1 · " o - -- or 1e utrect 
tmtle between H ongkong· and \Vuehow viiL Sumshui and the" ports of call"· 

l ~le : ·.t her bctwPC.ll Canton uud vVnclww a lso via S.;mslmi am! tl~e "ports 0;. 
c,t!l. Ou .the. du·et:t route the aLl vantage ::ttCl'lling to merchants ft·om the 

paymen t ut n ftxed sn m for impot·t tlnty and tran~it d ill'S " ·hieh fl'(tnked their 

g:oods through to the retuote pa rts of Ynunan and K weiclww caust>d a c:.:oll-

stderable ru;;h of intJIOrts to find tl•ei1· 11''1 ' ' 1' 11 t't'tllll II ·!· 1. . . ' .; oug \.ouc)' uv \Vater 

C.U1T1ag·e tu~tead of vift t he Pnklwi overlawl I'Oltte, et,·., 1 · 
0 

•· ~ etc ., w nch they had 

tollowe•l previous to tlw OjJeuiU''' of the river T ll f' 1" 1' · ' tl · · 1 f . _ o · · , ~ ,111 an wrt t.te~ 1:-.ve 
rom tnue to tinw held uu t threat:; of redueiug thei r imt1ort dut\· un n·ootl. 

tl !' . . . 0 :s, 
IUS.£ t~ertlllg- them ft·om tin·eigll to Hative critft, lmt although the Canton 

P1'0 Vtncwl autho1· itie~ lwve adopted th(•se tac tics with the sHccess which 

u~ually C~tamete ri zes the ir act ions of this sort, the re ha~ ueeu up to Jate no 
8) stematlc nttempt to extend them t!uouo·hout t he jp1wt.IJ i ' tl \P -lt' o · 0 u 1e , e::>t 
·,tver, so th at to a lu.rg·c extent the competi t ion we e ncouute1• althoug·h keen 
1"' Lut t.he natnral result of 1·ivalry in trade. 
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When the inland mlters of China. were firs~ declared to be open a p,·ood 

deal of doubt existed as to the conditions under which the navigation of 

them would bl' allowed, and with a view to g·aiuing· infi1rmation on this 

important point--important to ns, not only from the e~pnnsion of tr ade that 

would result llllt also that it might sel'iontily modify the plans of vessels we 

were then contracting· to have built--we applied tn the Imperial :Maritime 

Customs at Samslmi to reg·ister the stllamer Kongprtlt for inland navigation . 

After reference to Peking· this was refused by the Inspector-General of 

Customs, whose decision on the mutter is g·ivcn in the Samshui Commis-

. ·' . letter COI''' of which is attached. While we still tbink that the SJO!lCl :; , '" 

privileges aske<l fin• might be accol'lle<l without tlaug·er to the ~afety o~ the 

revenue of China we must at the same time admit that there are cousulet·

able difticult.ies in the way and that probably the only effective way of 

meetitw them would be to open Kou~'lllOOn or some other place situated 

at the ~1outh of the river us a treaty port, wheuce and also ft•om Samslmi 

and \Vuchow, after payment of duties, g·ood::; would be free to find their way 

iula.nd carried either by the importing or other steamer as was found most 

ct~uvenient. 

So fiu· we have only dealt with the effect the opening· of inlau<l waters 

has had on the direct trade with Hong-kong·, the craft engaged in which 

l 1• tlte lle"cl1•11 o· of vessels eBo·uo·ed in trade with ports outside come unt e . . . " o · n " · 

Chinese jnrisdiction anti are therefore excluded from any direc.:t participati.on 

in the benefits which should result thereft·om. There s till , howev er, n•mams 

the Canton-Wuchow trade, the steamers on which, being· vessels engaged ill 

inter-treaty-por t trade, are also, Ly the I nspector-Gencral's r uling-, debarrecl. 

from inlanu water privileg·es. It is to this dec.:ision ns affecting this clnss of 

vessel that we would beg· your most earnest attcu tion, as we are of the 

unanimous opinion that if enforced it will, n~ we have already stated, t•ender 

the whole concession valueless. 

From the beg·inning· om· vessels nu the Can ton-\V ut how lin.e have been 

~ubjected to such restriction~ that it seemed quite hopeless for them tu 

attempt to compete with their uwt·e fiwoured Chinese rivals, who by means 

of specially constructed lighters towerl Ly ;;team-launches secure the great 

bulk of the cargo and, until recently, of the passengers. The system 

11dopted at the treaty ports is for these lighters and their carg·oes to come 
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under the lekin administration, and the steam-launch, which is merely the 

means of propulsion and carries no cargo, comes u nder the I.l\I. Customs, a 

dual system of contr,ol which g·ives the advantage of the quickness of steam 

transit nntl an elastic tariff for the paymeut of duty on t he carg·o carried on 

the lighters. Nor is it so much the fact that the leld n collected on this 

cargo is less than the (llle and a half duty which would be levied lty the 

I.M. Customs if it were carried in our steamers, us it is if so carried, lekin 

taxes before shipment and after discharge would be paynble in addition to 

the Customs duty and a hnlf: The forcgoiug· facts are only too well known 

and have been fi·equently commented on, notably by H.D.l\I. Consul at 

Canton in his trade repor t for 1H07 ; but if fur ther proof be needed it is 

abundantly supplied by the fac t tha t the only domestic trade of which.' we 

secure the carriage is a few piculs of g·oods between Samshui and \Vuchow, 

whereas the merchants refuse to ship the same goods hy onr vessels between 

Wuclww and Canton even although the fi·eig·ht c.:harg·ed be the same in 

hoth cases! That is to say, taxation and cost of transport being· equal 

fur hoth distances, they will ship Ly om vessels over the shorter one but 

steadily refuse lo do so over the longer one! The explanation of this is 

simple. At Srunshui by vigorous protests made at t he opening· of the port 

the native g-oods carried in foreign vessels are to a certain extent exempt 

from lekin tnxes before shipment and after disclwrg·c, while at Canton the 

reverse is the case, and as the bulk of the domestic trade of the \V es t Hiver 

districts is destined fu t· or comes from Canton a.s being· the gTeat centre or 

mar t of tra.de the natmal resnl t of tl1is differential taxa tion is tlmt our Chi

nese riva ls secure the caniag·e of the whole of it. ~or does the evil stop 

nt this, fur k nowing: tlntt our earnings nmst Le mnde ont 0f the carriage of 

foreig-n g·oods- in to which, us far as the carrying in steamer:> between treaty 

ports g·oes, the question of taxation does not en~er-they can either con

form to our rates of ft·eig·ltt and compete against us or by lowering- them 

~lig-htly g-et the monopoly of the carriag·e of thl'se us they do of the domes
tic trade. 

Althong-h the subject of this representation is the advantages under 

which we suffer as British Shipping Companies eng;1g-ed in the carrying

trade of China we will for the moment waive this <Jnes tiou and look at it 

from the bro11der standpoint of trade in general. From the foreg-oing·, it 
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. l" . l 1 corns sutfct' the o-rcat · 1 b r• ·e' t'-·1 t altlwu•··h we as nu n·ll ua con · · · ' o 1w ... 1 t e u ,1, u u, · o 

cir~nlation of: g·oods is facilitated by stettm traffic . Vifere such the ~use we 

·o·l t well find coulpensation for om· losses in the g-eneral pl·os~eri~Y that 1111
.., 

1
· • . 1 f' 1 . · ·HI IS "'IVen to 

l I . . . I· to the P''IVIleo·et ew t !fit JlClmlssu o would resu t, JU t It 1s on j · o . 

run this clas.:; of VPssel and any attcwpt to encroach on th~l !;IOnopuly th·n" 

secured, either on the part of Ch:nese m· }'.)l·eig·u stenmeJ·s, IS rcmlereu nuga-

tory by differential dnties 1n the manner we have ,;hewn. . 

Ao:ain, with the passenger traffic the Chinese vessels. had the uptwn 
V • C' · 1 tl \V e"t HI\· er w her cas we nf using· all routes councctmg- Atnton Wit 1 le :s ' • 

• 1 , 1 ·a 1 b · the Cnstows entailing- an mcrease were confined to one Ol1•j, ::u <own ) . . d 
. · ·1 '1'1 'Y were also pl'l vJleo·e . th distance travel·:;ed of some thir ty Jut es. te. . ':' 

lll e 1 · I cl" mbarhnn· to stop at any a.ntl all places en route for the embnr WI~· anl 1se • ~ o' 

of passeng·ers O!' cargo while we were confined to the fom~ports of call (Sec 

Canton Commissioner's Trade Report, 1807, paras. 4: and ' ). 

T he question of opening the shorter routes tu forl.'ig·n vessels was 

d the subj"ect uf representation to H. } L Consul at Canton, lmt so scau-
ma e . i b l , heavy 
dalous had the disabilities under which we htbomm ecome am so .. 

the losses incurretl in rnuning· steamers [Wac:tically empty. t hat tl~e cptestwn 

of wi thdrawino· them altogethel' from the trade W<lS bemg· senously con-
t> • f I . l d ., ters oave the I. l\1. Customs sidered when the thruwmg· open o t te ln an w.. . ..., . 

l l . t' \"lll.Cll theY n·ladlj' avuileJ themselve~, of attempting· to place t le C l:lllCe, 0 ·• • b ' · . . . 

us Oil terms uf equali ty with om• opponents. This CCJuuhty u~ respect tt~ 
the carriao·c of passeng-ers we now enjoy antl we were IIOt Withou t h t~pes 
tlnlL bv C~wse ij of the Snpplemenhtry Hnles nmlel' J nlanu Steam Na.VIg·a -

. , • l . . . I· . . .. 'I in nati vc boats towed by steamers would come tlon Hc:::·n atJuHs, gouL ~ catuc• . 
nmler ~lw same rules fur Linty payment as gomh ennieclm our ve~seb, bnt 

up to date there is no sig·n of any attempt .ueiu~· _mm~e t•l l.n·u:g- t~n~ about: 

l . I , the Insucctut·-Generul's tlcci~wu Jt would ,lppe,u that Ill 
!llll moreOVCl J) ' · . . · f , , Jl 
~tcad uf a further step being taken to secure equality ut taxatiOn •H ,t 

l tt . l ow canieu ·t retron·ade movement is contemplated tlHlt 
g·uolS no ma Cl I , , . . '"' . , l . . n· fw!Jich 
will place us in tbe disastrous posltwn Wtl occtqned ,tt t te opemn'"' o 

trade. 

If this dedsionlwlcl g·oud tlw ntter impossibility of i\II Y steamer securing· 

the carriao·e of o·oods under inlo.nLl navig-ation rules can perhaps be be~t 

I ' 1 "' 'll
0

18tl'"tion Certain forcin·n g·oods are imported into Samslnu, S IOW!l )y an l t '-' • 0 
1 
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where they pay import duty an(l transit dues, being· destined between Sam

shui ami Canton. We as llritish Shipping Companies compete with the 

Chinese refened to throug-hout this memorandum for the caniag·e of them. 

If we wish to secure them we must provide a special steamer to run from 

Samshui to the place in rrne~tion although onr inter-treaty-port steamers 

pass it en 7'oute every day and are, f•l r the !'easons a lready given, p ractically 

empty. The Chinese Companies not being under any such restrictions 

will be at liberty to carry them in their lig-hters, wh ich are nlso free to en

g·nge in inter-treaty-port trncle! We have endeavoured to show that a.s 

long ns tlw tax of one duty and half on carg·o cnrried in steame1·s betweer. 

two treaty ports is enforced, while it is permitted to other craft coming· 

under the native ndmini;;tration to compound for a less sum, the d~mestic 
trade will surely be diverted to vessels so p~ivileg-e<l anr\ that the ' mono

poly so g·ained can be and will be used to secnrc the carriage of foreig·n 

g·oods from oue port to the other or to any point lying- lwtweeu them. So 

hy an analog·ous reasoning- it can be shown that, in the event of our attempt

ing to start any steamers under inland navig-ation rules to run beyond the 

precincts of the last treaty pon, so surely will this differe ntial treatment be 

extended to the g-oods carried in them. 

\Ve are only too well aware that nothi ng- short of the abolition of the 

dual system of custom houses in vog·ue in China will provide an effectual 

remedy fill· thr e vi ls we complain of. \V e are nut so sa.ngnine as to enter

tain t he belief that a workable t-ar iff wi ll ever be puhli~heti hy the provin

cial officials, bu t by insisting- nn the measures sngg·esteu in onr covering

letter the hmulof the Chinese Govel'llmrnt will be so forced that. it mus t 

ultimately resnlt in the I. ~L Customs being- calleu upon to undertake tltE' 

compilation of a general tariff applicable to the whole of the i11 ternal t-axa

tion of China, the maximum un~is of which mig·h t. be the 7k per cent (duty 

a.nd n halt) now eharg-ed on g-oods strarner borne brtween t."·o tt'Pat.y ports and 

which it is evitlent. that thP I nspr.ctor (.;Pneral's rul ing· is in ttmde<l to protect .. 

Hong·kon~r, ~:3th .March , 1800. 

Dri r i~h Con:mln.tP, 

Canton, Gth ~Iay, 18Dfl. 
Oe ntlemen.- Refer ring- to your let-ter of March 28th, forwurding· a joint 

petition of British shipping firms to H er i\Injesty's :Minist.Pr at Peking· with 
ret'errn ce to thr• work ing· of t he I nlantl ~tram Nnv ig·ntinn, T mn dit·rcted tu 
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hand you the enclosed reply, allll have to ask you t.o communicate it to the 

oth<'r British firms interested.-! am, &c., 

R. w. l\IANSFIBLD, 

1\f('ssrs. Jardine, Mafheson & Co., Hong-kong. 

Peking·, 2ith April, 18()0. 

Gentlemen,--I beg· to acknowledg·e receipt of yonr letter of 28th 1\Iarch 

with reference to the provisions of the Reg·ulations and Rules fot· the Steam 

Navigation of the Inland Waters of China. 

'fhe various questions raised by you are receiving· my close attentio n 

and I will communicate with you further on the subject.-! am, &c., 

H. 0. DAx-InoNSIDE. 

'l'o Messrs. J nrdine, Matheson & Go., 'Messrs. llutterfield & Swire, Hong

kong·, Can ~on & :Macao Steam-boat Co. 

Peking·, 17th l\lay, 1890. 
Gentlemen,-- In continuation of my letter to you of 27th April, I beg 

to inform you that I have been in communication with the Inspector 

General of. :;\'Iaritime Customs with reference to the ob:;:ervations on the 

Rules nntl Reg·ulations for I nlan(l Steam Navigation in China m!l.de hy you 

in your l etter to this Legation of 28th March. 

Sir Rohert Hart was entrusted hy the Chinese Government wit lt the 

task of drawing· up these Rules and HE>g·nlut ions and his views on the subject 

are therefore of considerable importance. He has written to me a reply 

dated 12th instant, copy of which I enclose fur your infimnation. 

The svstem is, of com se, upon its trial and is l)eing· carefully watched 

and r<>port.~11 upon by Her ~Injesty's Com,uls in all parts of China. It 

shouid be g·iven due time to afford a fair tPst of its merits. Your remarks 

us to t he \Vest River trade \Yill be bol'ne in min(l in case revision prove to 

be necessary.-! am, &c., 
II. 0. BAx~Itto~SI DJ.: . 

To Messrs. J ardine, Madwson & Co., :\IesHs. Duttet·firltl & Swire, Hong·

k ono· Canton & i\Iacao Steam-hoat Co., Ld. 
o> 
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I nspectorate-General of Customs, 

P ek ing·, 12th l\Iay, 18 !)!), 

Sir,-I have the honour to acknowledg·e your conunnnication of the 

27th April concerning· Steam Navig-ation I nland. 

2.- When the Ministers of the Yamcn originally decided to memorialize 

for authority to open the inland waters to s team the idea was simply to 

permit steamers to do what junks and boats do snhject to the same inland 

charg-es, but when the privileg·e was extended to include foreign flag

steamers some modifications were introduced in the rules first drafted. 

While the object of these modifications was to secure for the foreig·ners 

roncet·ned the henefi t of certa in trPat.y st.ipnlntions therewit.h connected, 

their effect has been to create difficult" for the scheme <>·eneralh· 'for 
J :-, J ) ' 

whereas the or ig·innl plan was to apply inland local reg·ulations in all t heir 

integrity to steamers as well as j unks, and, by thus protecting· the revenne, 

insure the support of the provincial ofiicinls, the introduction of the treat\' 

element necessitates an exceptional pr ocedure which interferes with forme·;. 

practice, makes taxation more difficult, tempt Chinese owners to buy foreign 

flags, and a larms and alienates both the iulnnd authorities responsible for, 

and inland administration dependent on, i nland revenue. The very sanc

tioning· of the modification r eferred to created a necessity for strictness in 

in terpreting the othe~· parts of the inlnnd steam privileg·e, and according·ly, 

in order both to protect and keep separate the Imperial .l\laritime and the 

Provincial Inland reven ues, the opening· of the inland watet·s to steam has 

had to be il<'fined as forbidding· licensed vessels to quit Chinese waters and 

us <>xclnding vessels that trade between trent,r ports. 

3.-What precedes will suffice without further detail to sng·gest explana

tions of, and reaso ns for, the restrictions foreign merclmnts now complain 

about, but in poin t of tact there is no differential treatment.; whatever 

licensed Chinese steamers can do i nland, fiH·e ign fla3· licensed s teamers can 

do also, and whatever interport frll'eig·n steamers cannot do inland, inter

port Chinese st.eamer ::: are likewise forl)i(lden to do, lmt, jnst a.s Chinese 

warors and foreign waters m·r two rlifti•rent tl1ing·s, ~o inteq10rt trading- an1l 

inlantl trading are nlso two difl-P.l'cnt. thing·s, and, belonging to two diffet·ent 

fiscal systems--the Imperinl anrl th e Pruvincinl--mnst he dift'erentl\' treated. 
'I' • 

he hybrid character of the We~t Rj,·er has, of course, its incorn·eniences; 
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from one point of view it is a continua.t.ion of the sen nuda highway lending· 

to the two open ports of Samslnii unci Wuchowfi)(), while from another i t is 

an inland water; to one set of eyes it is, notwithstanding· i ts donble 

chul·acter, one and the same thing·, while to another it posse,se;;, "·hile 

one and the samr thing-, a <lo:·.ble ent ity ; the interport owner wonders 

why his interpm·t steamer cannot do what he sees dune hy inland steamers 

pa~~ed here atHl therr, while tlw rrspunsihle revenue officinls reqnirR 

tl!i two t.t·adcs and t.lw two vpssels to be kept separnte ; while the appa

nmt anomaly :)f two treatment~ e>xi;;tin~· ~ide Ly ;.;ide on the :::ume stremn 

is a 1mz7.le to one party, there is the further fact that. at its mouth arc the 

tiweig·n waters aml the i(m~ig·n colouies of Hong-k ong· and :\Iacan, and for 

the other p:wty-t!te revenue officials-this fact open:; up pos~ihilities which 

render it all tl1e more necessary to disting·nish hr twel.'n the two trades and 

net accordingly. Tt·eutie~, conventions, nnd rules being· what. they are on 

t he one sidE', and the fiscal respousibilitirs being what. they are on the other, 

the pl'inciplP. of the prE'sent trentmeut.--di~tincr.ion hetw{>en inlnnd anrl 

interport traMs-seems both log·ical and necessary, and any revision which 

ig;nores that distinction will he hnt a one-sided and therefore unpalatabln 

remedy. It is not for a moment to be supposed that t.h e in land steam 

navigation conce~sion wm; intended to either nholish provincial taxati on or 

kill native trade, aurl it is not unreasunahle to ask f'or a recog·11ition of pro

vincial conditions and assent. to provincial requirements. The expectations 

that heNtlded the opening· of the \Vest Hivct· were somewhat sun .~ niuc, bnt, 

rven granted the.r could ever he r ealised, it is not the di Htinctio n between 

inland and interport trade that is either po~tponing· or impeding that reali

~ation. The concession was launched witlwnt sufficient eonsideration or 

preparation, and as it now is, it does not satisfy either s ide. The for eign 

trader fears that the res trictions which provincial otlicials call for will thwart 

development, nud the provincial official fears tha t the development which 

the foreig·ner aims at will destroy revenue ; hnt horh one uud tl1e other are 

alarmed, and perhaps unnecessarily, bef(we the event, aud plead ft·om fear 

rut.her than from facts. If steam nnvigo.tion inland is to work quietly anrl 

be a benefit, it will be necessary to legislate locally at many different poi11ts 

and in accordance with many different sets of circumstance~, conditions, and 

requirements . It will only be when that is done that reg·nlntions and pro

cedure will be suitable and also contain in the eyes of both sicles the pro

per preparation of gupport and control. 

[ 133 J 

u 
4.-_-As regards the ru les and regulations promised in rule 7 of the 

reg·ulatw ns and chtuse 8 of the supplementary ru les, thet·e haR 1Jeen much 

consultation, anrlnmch lHlSSino· mHl renassino· of clt·n ft ,, tie f' · 1 • 1:1 r · o " 1 s l)r consu era-

twn, but up. to the JH'rsent none have been issued fur publication ; fl JHI as 

fur the appomtment of the provinchtl officer~ referre<l to in clause f) of the 

ru les, such appointments are to follow publication aJHi have not ,·et been 

anu~uucell. I t is ltardl: · likely that this rlelny has caused eith;1• incon~ 
vemence ot· d::unag-e, seeing· that it has not taken from or interfered \l'itlt 

the enjoyment of any existing- rig·l1ts, a tHl that fureig·u capital is neither 

known nor expected to be inve~ted-at least to auy considet·able extent-in 

the petty Cl'Uft. to which t he depth aud width of inland wate1· channels 

necessarily confine t.he steam navigation privile6·e, anrl this 1.rivileo·e itsE'lf 
·I I . I 1 o , ' ". Jet. 1e1· rtg: 1t 'j: or wrong·ly thought valnable, will ret1nire years of patient 

nursmg before 1t can possibh· unswet· anj' eX[lectatious.-I h·Lve r.c 
"' 4 ' ... ~ ~, 

HoBEil'l' HAa'l', 

I.G. of Customs. 

11. U. Bax-Ironside, Es'h H.IL\I. Cltat•o·e d' A:tt'aires Pekt' n o· 
n ' n· 

Hongkuug, 17th June, 1890. 

Sir,- We have the honour tt• k l d 1 . . _ ac uow e ge t te receipt of yont· tics-

patches of the :2tth Apt·il and 17th :\lay, which, with enclu:;1u·ps1 reached 

Hs tht·oug·h the me>dium of II. U. :\1. Consul ut Can ton . 

Tt is with m I d' · t ' ne 1 1suppmu ment t :lllt we i nter f,·om yont· despat.cl1 tl1at 

you do not propo~e to tllke any steps and that you tltiuk it well in the 

meanwhi le tu coucur in t he interpretation placed by Sit· [{ouE Jt'r HART on 

the Hnles and He;;·nlatious tot· Inland Steam Navigation in China, and that 

the :;ystelll should be given due time t •.l utfurd a fair test of its meri ts. 

If the llnles and Hcguhtions a~ interpreted h_y ::li1· ItonERT IL\lt'l' 

could be rc<>"Lrded a~ 1.11 'Lll'' · · t t' •· .. . . o' · ., • ; Je~pec sa IS.ac tot·y, or If tlwy g-<tve f~tir pro-

unse of evcutualh· meeting· t he requi ren1C11t., of' tl1e ~ne· t I ' ' v . . · t ' • ~ ,, <Y > -> 11 Cl' 11:1\'Jg·n IOU 

aml trade, we would t•e<ttli lv assent to ,·our Sll ""''e~tinn tl1·•t ·]1a 1• ·I Id. ] . "" ·' oo · u. l- 1.: · !:~lOll HlVt~ 

't li'Htl t t t h . · b . • ' . o es t eu· ments, ut thct·e cun be uo hope of e"eutual satistilctiou 

WJth a system which seriously impairs the value of the orig·inal concession. 

-
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We lmve carefully read the letter ft·om Sir RonEnT HART which y ou 

have been g·ood enough to forwal'll and while admitting· th at his views are 

important on the working· of H.ules and Rcg·nlations which h e himself has 

drawn up. we take exception to the in terpretation g·ivcn them. The llifii

cnlty with which the Inspector-General wa:> confronted was, we readily 

a1lmit, a very serious one, for he had the .choice of coming into conflic t with 

the interests of the Provincial authorities in the matter of revenue on the 

one hand, uud on the other the necessity of so coustructbg· t he R.nles and 

Heg·nlations as to render their working· in no respect inimical to the Pro

vincial system of revenue. He adopt.e•l the latter course, with the result 

that the value of tlte I nlanll N avig·ation conce$sion has been affected to an 

extent which U1:\llifestly could not. have been contemplated by the Dritish 

Minister a t the time of its neg·otiation. The memorandum which we pre

viously forwm·ded to you atforded full information of the effects of the Rules 

and Reg·ulations as now worked, and we do not deem it necessary to sup

plement them, but we would beg· to point out that the trade between 

Hong·kong and the Treaty ports on the West Riv er, and between the Treaty 

ports themselves, is not of sufficient volnme to allow of steamers being· run 

profimhly, but with liberty to call at way ports, i.e., inland places, permis

sion fur which has been wi thdrawn since wn addt·essed Sir C LAUDE .MAc

DONALD on the 28th March, the increased traffic would in time probably be 

remntwrati ve. The pioneer f:'teamers whidt are now running· cannot cover 
their expenses undm· existing; colltlitions, and others specially const t•nctetl 

tor the trade which are now leaving the builders' hand~, and ag·a in other·s 

which have jnst been contracted for, had better not have been ordered. 

In view of the foregoing, we ventnre to again seek your good offices in 

the hope that you will be able to bring ahout a more practicable constnrc

tiun of the Rules and R eg·ulations as they afl'ec t N avigution on the W est 

River, which, as already mentioned, cannot be snid to have been opened to 

trade in the sense contemplated by Sir CL.\ u DI> )lAc DONA L:U and under· 

stood by the public at larg·e.-We have, S:,c ., 
JAHDINE, )lATHESON & Co., General l\Iauap;crs, Indo-Chirm 

S.N. Co., Ld. 
DuTTERFIEL:U & SwmE, Ag·ents, China Na.vig·ation Com-

pany, Ld. 
'fnos. AnNOL:U, Secretary, Hong·kong·, Canton & .M acuo s. n. 

Co., Lcl. . 
'l'o H. 0. Bax-Ironside, Esq., H .B.M. Chnrg~ d'Affaires, Peking'. 

I 
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British Consulate 

' 
Can ton, \Jth Atwust 1 "111J G 1 0 ., U ih. 

ent emeu,-In reply to yom letter of 7th instant I beo· to r'ttf' . 
1 t I I ' " Ullll 

you t ta. te eg·raphed tu Her l\Iaj·estv 's Charo·c d'A..r. . . 

d 1 ti 
· " ' ,., uatres as r cq ue~ted 

an t tat rom his l'Cfll v 1·1 st t 1 . d · ' . . " • l o l,m It appeal's th at your letter of the 17th 
J una mrscarrted and has never reached him I a tn se d ' . I . . . · ' n mg . mu a copv from 
that m my arclu ves. • 

As you are ln.ying· your grievance before t he Ch" tl·tbet• of' C . b · · "' ommerce, Jt 
may e of m terest to you to r ead the enclosed copies of two de~patchcs 

d~ted .June 10 ami July 7 t•cspectively, addressed to H er l\I[\j esty's Charo·c 

tl' Affatres by me on the subject of the r eading which the Imperial l\Iaritit~e 
~us toms have been pleased to pnt on the Steam N avig·ation Inland H.e n·t~la~ 
twns.-I am, &c., o 

H.. W. l\lANSFIELD, Consul. 

P.S.-I shall be obl ig·ed if you will comumnicate the above to the 

II ouo·kon o· Canton ' l i\I ' L . o o> ,uH r acao ::Steamuoat Company and to the China Navi-

gat iOn Compa~y. 

)fcssrs. J ardine, l\Iatheson & Co Honn·kono· . , t") o· 

Uriti;,h t'oU:mlutc, 

Canton, 7th JulY ISfJ!J. 

Sir,-ln Ill)' despa tch No. 27 of t lw lOth ultimo I ll"d tl "1' "' le lO!lOill' tO 

report that th e 1.-'L Customs had prohibited launchc8 j)lvino· undei' tl • 
St N · · · " " w eam avJg-~tton l nland Reg-ulations fi·om calling· at treaty ports en route. 

'l'hi8 pt·ohibition has n ow beeu exlended to appl r to Kon ••·moon Kmt 
Clwk ~hi H' . I T k I . . • o ' I ' "'. u mg. ant a- ·hng·, meutwned as " places of call" in the 

W est Urv er R egulations. 

I have entered a strong· protest against t his rulitw ns beiiJO' in direc t 
contra · f R 1 · 

0 

o 'VelltlOll 0 eg·u ttt!Otl l , Which says that SteamerS ,( lllfiV rlrOCe d t 
and fi· t ·zz d J e o ~o a wz un er the r egulations, but they must no t proceed to places 

out of the Chinese territory." (The italics are mine.) 
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The result uf this ac tion, which I eau ouly churactel'ize as arbitrary, 

is that llteamers, under \Vest R iver certificate, cannot call now, having had 

their Inland '\>Vaters licenses wtthdrawn, anywhere but at open ports und 

"places of call," and steamers with the Inland Waters license, thuug·h they 

may pass these places, may not enter them. The whole traffic is therefor e 

split up into two services, and two steamers runni ng; over the same g·t·onnd 

are requit•etl to do th e work of one. U nJer such circumstances, I have no 

hesitation in saying that the Steam Navigation Inland Hegulatious are 

absolutely valueless. 

I am powerless locally as the Cuunnissiuuer of Customs states t hat. he 

is acting under instructions from P eking. - ! am, &c., 

H.B .. M. Charg·e d'Affaires, P eking·. 

--
IL w. MANSFlELD. 

H. B. M. Consulate, 

Cauron, June 1Oth, 189fJ. 

bir,-Heferring to the remarks containr.d in my despatch No. l G of 

the ll th April on the prnyer of the Shipping; Companies for " the rescinding 

of the Inspector General's decision t.ho.t inter-treaty-port steamers shall not 

a lso b e registet· etl fur inland navigation," I hnve now the h onour to report 

that about a week ago the Inland \Vater licenses of the s.~. Lwt,qslum 

and [, unghiang, two British vessels plying· under W e~t llivet• cer tificate:; 

hctwcetl Canton and W ne how vit'i, Samshui, were withdrawu, tu their very 

considerable loss. 

Two or three days Inter a British-owued bunch plying- under Iulaml 

Vhtter Steam N avigatiou Regnbtium; between Canton and Shinlting on the 

West ltiYer was iufurmed hy the Customs that she could not call in at the 

Treaty port of Samshui, which she passes en l'o'!lte. 

This is the logical con verse of t he ruling of the In~pector General with 

rcgal'll to the L un[l s teamers, but I venture to sng:.;·e"t that it is its reductio 

arl absu1·dum. A British vessel running t•n a certain line under certain 

reguln.tions passes a nu mber of ports. One of these happens to have been 

opened by Treaty and this one she is debarred from entering. 
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This is not a case where an'· lo~s of' not' 1 • J " " Iona rCVC Jl . · J 

IS conceded here that the lib ·t. I . l . . ue IS mvo ved, and it 
. Cl } Ut tet•to enJOVCd had not Jed to b 1 · J any a uses. 

t appears to me that t he West H.i ver R ' . . . 
f(, t•ce fot• steamers runnino· t d f' e6 ulatrons, wlnle remaining- in 

o 0 an rom H otJO'kono· · 1 t 
abolished for s teamers co fi d -,1. ~ n> nng l very well be 

11 ne · to C n nesc mlnn { , , 
Waters Reg-ulations with ver\· slio·J t rti . ' c waters. I he Inland 
whole t rade premisino· l . . olt , mol I catwns cou ld be adapted to the 

' • n a ways t tat the d isabiliti 11 
readitw of the !{ea· ll t. I es causec JY the present 

h ,., t a tons Je removed. 

The remarks in Consul H osi , R ' · e s epor t on 11te Tr·nl f \" l 
tlte headino• "'l'fl ., t ' • .1 ' ' u f e l) 'V tlC IOW Under 

'"' 'x . .1 wn ot uomestic trade" h ave, &c., are very much to the point.-f 

H. 0. Dax-Tronsit·!A, I' rr I • R. w. ~lA NSFTEJ.D. " ~sq. , .ll.M. Charo·e d' Affai1·es p 1· o · • . , enng. 

Gentl<'men -Your lette. d l P eking, 24th August) 1809: 
' t nu er (ate Hon"'kon o· J 17 1 

under flying seal tiH·onn·h He ~I· . ' . o "" une t t, forwnrderl 
o .r ~~ ·lJeStv s Consul at C'· 

to mn, only reached this I . . . ' .Hnton, and adllressed 
· .egatJOn on the ev · o f' S instant. · enmo· 0 n.turday, tlH~ 10th 

R eferrino· to m • 1 t o 3 e ter to vou of the 17tl ~1 I 1 
have refel'l'ed the whole ... ' 

1 
• ay, :>rg- to statetlmt J 

- qnestwn of the Hules and R 1 . . 
Steam Naviu:u tion in ClJJ.Il" to t l l' . egn atlOns for I nland 

~ - ... 1e •ore1o·n Offic f 1 . 
MA HQU ESS OI' SALI"llURY JI "I . ~ e or tIe consJdet·atiou of the 

~ , er ,, a1esty · p · · 1 S 
Foreig-n Affairs. . . . s rmclpa • ecretary of State for 

T am personallY of 0 • • 1 ~, .. pnuon t tat the rulino· of tl I . . 
Customs as laid down in ~·. I) . o le mperJal Clunese 

dl l ODER'l Hun'· 1 t t 
copy of F] · 1 . . ' " e · M to me of May F)tl 
. · .. 'uc t "us enclosed Ill my lMter to vo n of Mav 1~ . . . . - I, 

Ill vtew of the orin·i nal con . 1 . • ' .. ' th, IS a fan· one 
n , cesswn, w uch was to 11 f . ' 

use steam vessels fur co•1v f ', a. ow oreig·n lllerchants to 
. eynnces o O'Oods in tl . . . 

thev have I ' tl . b ~"~ Je m ter tor, lll places whrro 
• u Jet to een a llowed to use native boats. 

~ t appears to me that you are anxiou!' to oh . . 
.:nrrymg trade of t.he . t .· . ·I . t:Jm a share ot the native 

f
. . Ill eliOI' " uch trade was not f . ·I . . 
oreig-ners usin "' nut' b . . otmcr .) carried on by 

. ,., 1 ve oats. It tlw; can h ' l . d • 
gulat ions well and o· 1. h R . e l one ttn er the existi ng R e . 
. . ooo( . t ese egubtJons on .. ·! t I 
strmnet] to attain tJ . 1. ' • ,., 1 . not, lOWe\'Cr to l.Je 

' liS U ~J eCt. ' 
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The Imperial Chinese Customs have decided that it is necessary to 

separate the two branches of traffic, interport and inland. ' 

This separation seems reasonable ·when the consequences which would 

result from the adoption of a.nother are considered, us pointed on t by Sir 

RonERT HART. 

The question of the opening· of the West River and the opening· of the 

inland waters nre sep~rate ones and the two branches of traffic n,re g·overned 

by sepurate Reg·ulations. 

It would be reg·rett..'lble if experience showed that one uraneh of t raffic 

cannot he made to pay without the aid and :1ssistance of the other, and a 

request for a modification of the Rules and Reg-ulations mig-ht eventually 

he based upon that ground, but sufficient time has not, in my opinion, elapsed, 

uot• have sufficient data been, as yet, forthcoming·, to enable me to t(l.ke 

nction to obtain such a. modification at the presen~ t ime.-I am, &c., 

H. 0. BAx-lRo~siDE, H.M. Charg·c cl' Affa.ires. 

Messrs. Jardine, Matheson & Co., }les~rs. Butter fiPld & Swire, and 'rhomas 

Arnohl, Esq., IIong·kong·. 

HoNGKONG GBNERAT. CH AMBJm oF Co?.TME.RCE, 

Ho::-<GKONG, :?lst September, 1890. 

Sm,-I nm instructetl to beg you will be g·oocl euoug·h to lav before 

His Excellency the Governor statement of the manner in which the pri

vileg·e lately secured hy Sir CuunE MAcno~A LD of the nnvigation hy 

foreio·n stenmers of the inland wa.ters of Sonth China has heen practically 
0 

nullified hy the interpretation given to the Steam Navig·atinn Inland Rules 

and Hegnlations hy the Inspector-General of the Chinese I mpet·inll\Iari time 

Customs. 

A lengthy correspondence on this snl~ject hr~s alren,rly pr~ssP.d between 

the represPntati\'P.S of the Stemnhor~t Companies, the flritish Consul at. Can

ton, li. n. M.'" Charg·e d'Affaires, and Sir HommT ILun·. T he latter, 

rP.ferring- to the Inlaml Rnlrs and Reg·ulations, ln.ys it down that, owing· to 

the hybrid chnmcter of the \Vest Hiver,-heing· from one point of view n 
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continuation of the sea und a highway leading· to the two open por ts of 

Samshui and Wuchowfit, and from a.nother nu inland water,-there :we two 

kinds of trade to be regulated, viz., in terport and inland watP.r trade, for 

which different sets of loc~l circumstances have to be p1·ovidcd. 'l'hus the 

foreig·n steamers plying· between Hougkong and Canton and Wuchow must 

be de1mrred ti·om inland water privileges and those eug·aged in the inland 

trade could not be allowed to touch at the ports they pass en 1·oute. 

Fot·eig-n steamers (l.re also h a.ndicapJ,ed in competition with Chinese

owned launches, which can be used for the towage of lig·hters ; the latter 

carrying the cargo, the for mer merely supplying the meaus of propulsion. 

As Mr. i\IANSFIEI. D has clearly pointed out, in one ofhis despatche~ to 

Mr. BAx-I uoNSIDE, the ru ling of the Inspector-General is in direct con

travention of parag·raph 1 of the Steam Navig·ation Inland Rules a.nd Re

gulations, which runs as follows :-

" The inland waters of China are hereby opened to all such steamers, 

native m· foreig·n, as are specially reg-istered for that t rade at the 

Trenty Ports. They may proceed to and fi·o at will under the 

following· regulations, but they must confine their t rade to the 

inland waters and must not proceed to places out of Chinese ter

rit.ory. 'l'he expression 'inland waters ' is read with similar 

meaning- to that g·iven for places in the interior (nei-ti) in the 

folll'tb article of the Chefoo Convention." 

)fy Commi ttee are of opinion that the British Illinister, when negot iat

ing for the opening· of the inland waterways to foreig·n t rade a.nd navig·n.tion, 

had in view the unrestricted freedom of foreig n steamboats to p:·oceed from 

port to port along those ,,·aterwuys, and not fi11· the navigation to he divided 

into sepn.mte classes, namely, interport and inland. 

The Steamhoat CompaniBs have a fmther serious g-r ievan ce in the fact 

that some Uttle time aft.er the concession \\'US g-n1.nted it was allowed to 

iuchule the rig-ht of calling· at way POI'tS fur passeng-ers, uut. this privilege 

was, a few months ag-o, wi thdrawn without any ren.suu bning· g-iven, nnd the 

so-called opening- of the lnla.lll'l Waterways of South Chi na has thus heen 

narro\\'ed down to a poi nt which has ren(lered it a mere farce. 
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In consequence of this action of the Chinese Authorit ies, the Steam· 

boat Companies,. who had ueen induced by this supposed concession to 

construct boats specially adapted for the trade, now find themselves com

pelled to withdraw some of the vessels and, in effect, to retire fl'om a trade 

which they had hoped to create by the provision' of better fhcilities for more 

rapid communication. 

The appen.l of the Steamboat Companies to Her J\laJest.y's Repre

sentative ut Peking has been without effect, but the matter is one of such 

g·reat importance to t.he trade of the Colony that they have now requested 

the Chamber to bring it to the attention of Her Majesty's Government 

through another channel. 'l'he Committee therefore trust that His l~x
cellency the Governor will have the kindness• to lay the question before the 

Right Honourable the Secretary of State for the Colonies, who is known 

to take a lively interest in all that appertains to the progress of British 

trade. 

As thtLt prog-ress has been checked ami thwarted not alone by this open 

attempt to misconstrue the terms of an ag-reement but also by the effort to 

divert trade fi·om foreig·n steamers by the gt·an t of preferential duties on 

junk-borne carg·o and by the grievous failure of the K wang·tung Authorities 

to maintain order on the West I~iver and in the tlistrict watered by it, no 

resource is left to the Chmnbet· but to plnc& the circmnstances in the posses

sion of the Government in the hope that Sir CLAUDE i\IAcnoNA LD will on 

his return to Pekin~· come armed with definite instructions to take the ne

cessary steps to render this conces~ion a rC'al b0ncfit instPacl of a hopeless 

sham. 

A copy of the memorandum on this question of inland water uavig·a

tion addressed by the Steamboat Companies to Her Britannic Majesty's 

Charge d' Atfo.ires is enclosed f(Jr the information of His Excelleucy the 

Governor.- ! have, &c., 

R. CHATI'EHTON WILCOX, Secretary . 

Hon. CoLONIAL SECRETARY. 
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The Piracies in the Two Kwang-. 

, , HoNUKONG, 31st July, 18!)!), 
Sw--We heo• toe ·l · .1 ' o ne o~e copws ot ettet·s which om Canton firm I . 

addres~ed to H D M ' C 1 s w.ve . ' . . ·" . s onsu at Canton, and also tu the Canton Chan b . 
of Commerce on t l e 1 . r l d" . . 1 Cl ' " ' ' su J]ect o t te tsorgantsatwu of tlie silk trade there 
c~u:;ed ~y the. lawlessness now pt·evalent in the pt·ovinces of Kwanotuno· and 
h.wangst, winch seriously interfet·es with the delivc1·,, ot· 81"1J· tl ..,

0

t · . 
0 

· t t f' · .. · ~ 1.. 11; tmdcr 
con rac to ore~gu buyers. 

'l'l Cl. · · . . "'IC.· nuese .ofiicr.als hi tl~ertu !Juve o:lwwu themselves qui te inc;lpable of 

~o~nu,., "~~~~ the .sltu.atwn, winch is daily becoming worse, and it requires no 

~u etc~t ot ~mag·matwn to discern tha r. this state of affairs must serious! y 
mterfere wrth all branches of trade . . 

' . 

The large interests involved in1pel us to request the Committee of tl 
H mwkono· Uhan'b f C te " o • et· o ommerce to take up this matter as earlv as pul!si-
ble, and to make such representations to H D )1 's ~1· . t r:/k. . · .. · • 1111s er at e 111 o• that 
steps may be taken tor the effective protection of Dritish inteJ•ests il~ t hese 
provinces. 

'l' . h rustmg· t at the Committee will be n·ood enouwlt t·O v:t·ve I . ,., " ~ t wit• early 
atteutwn to this important question,-We are, &c., 

J ARDINE, :MATHESON ,,_ C L\.. o. 

REISS & Co. 

To the Secretary, H oNUKO!'Hi GJ>NEHAL CHAMBER OF COliiMERCH. 

Canton, 25th J u]y 18\J!J. 

Dear Sir,-'l'he tmdersig·ned British fil'lns heo· to bt•i rw to .,y, ot t. 
bhat I 1 . o ,., tr no we 

t tey tave ret:eJVed a letter ti·om a number of ~ilk cleal . f" . t h . • crs re erru1 o· to 
. e uu.settled state m the chief si lk districts near Canton which rende~s . t 

r~nposstble to them to duly deliver to us the si lk previous;y sold to us f~r 
forward delivery. 

We beg· to enclose a copy of said le.tter recei vet! 11 •• · · 1 f r us, gwmg (a tails 
o a few of the robberies, piracies, and blackmailino· . 

0 cases commit ted lately. 
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Since several weeks our native friends have daily been reporting to us 

why the deliveries of silk should come in so slowly; but instead of diminish

ing·, the danger to the trade in general, and particubrly to the silk traue 

(owing to the g-reat value of silk), has been g-rowing daily, so that the 

interests of the forcig·n firms in Canton arc now seriously affected. 

As is usual in the silk trade, the native merchants have during· the last 

4-G months made considemule contt•acts with the foreig·n firms, fur delivery 

chiefly in June, July, A.ug·ust. Some consideru.ule deliveries were made in 

June, but since a few weeks, notwithstanding a g·ood third crop having come 

forwo.rd, deliveries are daily falling· off. 

As you will see from the information sent to you direct by each of the 

undersigned, the contracts they have still on hand arc of considerable mag

nitude, and we would therefore ask you to find some means to protect, as 

fur as possible, our threatened interests.· 

It is evident that all the silk houg·ht by us from the natives has been 

sold in Europe and America and that w e are responsiule for all claims 

u.t'isino· from late or non-delivery of these silks.--\Ve are, &c., 
0 

JARDINE, MA'l'HESO:-< & Cu. 

II E RDER1' DENT & Co. 

How:r: & Co. 

'1'. E. GnrFI' ITH. 

R1uss & Co. 

CAN'roN, 2!Hh ,July, 18!)9. 

.DHAR Sr n,- \V e have ]Jleasnre in hauding· you herewith press copy of u 

joint lettet·, sent hy us to-day ns British si lk merchants, to H.TI.M.'s Co.ll:"ul 

here, with reference to the numerous robberies, pi rucies, and hlackmmlmg· 

cnEes committed lately in the chief silk districts. 

This matter being one of very f/;reu.t. i111purtance to a great mnny of the 

b Of
• tlte "1J"rrl'oe1• we be"· tll suo·o·cst that the Committee of the m em ers v ... , · "' · "o 

Canton Cluunber of Commerce al~u address the Consul on this sul.Jject, so as 

to add more weight to the complaint brought. forward by 11s.--We are, &c., 

R Ers,; & Co. 

To the Chairman, Canton Chamber of Commerce. 
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We, the undersig-ned Silk merchants of Canton, having made. conL:·acts 

with fixed delivery with your firm, have to inform you that., owing· to the 

present unsettled state in the silk districts, we are afi·aid of bei11o· unable 
0 

to fulfil the said eng·agements in due time. 

Ov1ing to numerous robberies, piracies, and blackmailing· cases occurred 

within the last few weeks in the chief silk districts, it has become almost 

impossible for ns to get the silk down from the country, awl our ag·ents 

there have asked us not to for ward any more money to them, as the boats 

carrying it wo\.1ld likely be intercepted. 

As a few instances of the numerous robberies perpetrated lately we maY 
quote:- " 

At D a.m. D-7-UI) in Kong· Tau creek some pirates abducted a super

cargo and his cocoons belonging· to the cocoon shops of Koon Shan in 

Namhoi District. 

Sheng Fung· & Co., Kung Kee & Co., and other cocoon :::hops in Koon 

Shan have been threatened and asked for a sum of Tls. 500 from each ~hop; 

and as they refused to pay, they are pre~scd to pay a larg·er sum of Tls. 

i:iOO eacl1. 

At 8 a.m. 10-7-90, in Ngao Hu a cocoon dealer wt-ts rohbl?d, nnd lost 

30 odd puckag·es of cocoons ; one boatman killed and snpercarg·o ,~0unded. 

Each of the four cocoon shops in Lnk Clmng Hu of Shun Tak has been 

asked to pay a sum of 'l'ls. 700. 

At noon. H-7-!J2 :1 cueoon boat was r ubbed at the entrance of the 

creek of Kat Yau villnge ; boo ty worth l ,000 otld taels. The silk filaturcs 

of Sai Shiu and Sai Po have been nsked to pay sums up to ~everal thousand 

taels. 

These occurrences do seriously interfere with the whole silk trade and 

unless your firm in comuination with the other foreign silk firms can 

throng·h yolll' Consul bring ~o:ne pressure on the Chinese Government to 

make arraug·ements to clear the country from the hundreds of robbers and 

pirates, we fear that by no fault of ours we will not be able to fi1lfill our 

engag·ements punctually. 

[Here follow chops.] 
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Canton, ~4th July, 18\)9. 

A timber dealet• in Sin Tong, Namhoi district, was forced to pay 

$10,000. 

Cheong· Hop of Sui 'l'ung·, Shun 'l'o.k district, timber merchant, had hi s 

car"'O seized on the wu.y to Lo Chun by robbers ; $400 had to be paid t(H' 
0 . 

the release of same. 

Two girls in a house boat in H eung· Kau, Shun 'l'ak district, were 

abducted and held for ransom. 

At Lok Cheng, Shun 'l'uk district, $4:,000 were demanded from all the 

pork dealet•s. The money not forthcoming, three boats laden with pigs 

valued at $200 to $:300 each were seized. 

Four houses at Loong· Kong· were surrounded by robbers and clothing· 

and jewellery, &c. carried away. 

At Kwong· \Vah, Shun Tak district, an eating· house was robbed of 

$600. 

A boat from Loong Kong to Sui Lam, nearing· Locklow, was "held 

up" by pirates, and $1,200 stolen. 

Another boat, plying· from Canton to Kong; Moon, was stopped by 
pirates aml threatened to be seized unless the captain pay $400 on his next 

trip. 

At Loong· Kong, Shun Tak district, a rich family was robbed to the 

ex:tent of $2,000. 

A steam bunch from iiiacao to Wuchow was held by pirates, valuable 

carg·o stolen, and the rurser shot. 

A steam launch from Canton to Whampoa was likewise stopped by 

pirates, and $1,000 stolen. 

Qnnn Hing·, a silk merchant, 8ending- money to Loong Kong; to buy 

silk, was robbed on the way to the extent of $1,000. 

HoNOKONG, 10th Aug·ust, 1899. 

DEAR Sm,-A practical inst.ance of the interruption to trade caused by 

piracy on the rivers of the Kwangtung province was broug·ht before us this 

morning· when a leading· dealer refused to entertain business in produce on 
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the ground that there was no secm·ity for transport. The business would 

in ordinary circumstances, we believe, have gone throng·h. 

Ou questioning the denier, he alleged that repeated cases of junks 

". heltl up" for payments, had recently occurred, causing serious apprehen

siOn, that under the circumstances he preferred not to come under engage

ment.- We are, &c., 

BRADLEY & Co. 
U. M. GRAY: Esq., Chnirmun, HoNOJ{ONG CHAMBER OF CoMMERCE. 

HoNGKoNa GENERAL CHAMBER or Co~n.nmcE, 
HoNoKoNa, 14th Aug·ust, 1890. 

DEAR Sins,--f beg· to acknowledge receipt of your letter of the lOth 

instant, g·iving· a very practical instance of the interruption to business 

caused by piracy now prevailing· in the provinces of Kwano·tmw and K wano·-
. l . I I I 'd o C'> o 

s~, w uc 1 m Lefore the Committee. 'fhe subject is now receiving· atten-

tiOn at the hands of the Committee, who trust their representations will no t 
prove without effect.--I nm, &c., 

To l\Iessrs. BnADLEY & Co Hono·1·ono· . , n'K n~ 

R. l\L GRAY, Chairman. 

HoN OKONG GENEHAL CHAMBER oF COM!'<fEHCE, 
HoNOKoNa, 11 th August, 189!). 

S1n,-By the courtesy of Messrs .• T ardine, Mathesou Co ., we sent yes

terday, through the medium of Mr. W. KmnviCK, J\I.P., the followino· 
telt>gram to you :-- . " 

" Kwnnoo · · I i • e> provlllces very unsett et . No reliancP can be plncPd in 

the \' iceroy of Canton. P iracy i nterfcres seriously with 

t rade. \V e nrge. upon you th~ necessity of more g·nnbonts to 
pro tect our interests West River." 

. I now beg· to confirm the above, and in doing so will endeavour to 

giVe some particulars of the condit ion of affai rs in the provinces of Kwnno·-
tuno· and K . I h 1 . . " o • wnngs1, t 1rong· w uch the West River and its numerous feeders 
How. 
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For some time past, owing· to the weakness and corruption of the Ad

ministration, the rich producing districts in these provinces have been 

terrorised by bands of robbers, who, encouraged by impunity and enriched 

by plundet·, have armed themselves, acquit·ed junks and even ste:tm-launches' 

by the aid of which they have "held up'' whole villag-es anrl towns and 

pirateLt vessels on the rivers. These outrages have increased latterly t'l 

such an extent that within the last month no less than nineteen daring 

robberies and piracies, many of them attended with bloodshed, have been 

committed within the silk prodncing distt·icts alone, and these are only 

case;; that have been broug·ht to om· notice; the actual condition of affairs 

being· in reality far worse .than this statement mig·ht be supposed to in.licate. 

The pirates are growing· so bold that they are only deterred by the gTeater 

risk ti•om attacking foreign as well as native steamers. Indeed, only as 

recently as the 20th ultimo on the West Itiver a stenm-launch flying· the 

Portuguese flag· was overhauled and boartled by a piratical launch, the 

Portug·nese in chBt·g·e and a native seaman shot down, and the vessel looted. 

Since then another steamer has been stopped anrl the cargo t·emoved by the 

pirates. 

The feeble attempts of the C1lnton Government to cope with the 

banditti and pirates, who are now in a position to blackmail the industrious 

portion of the population, have been worse than useless. 'l'he marauders 

are well armed with rifles and revolvers, have tlteir strongholds in the hills, 

and have so far successfully defied any force of so-called soldiers the 

Viceroy may, umler pressure, have despatched to attempt their suppression . 

Trade has fur some months been g·reatly ·hampered by the feeling· of 

insecurity induced throug-h the ti·equent robberies and the extortion practised 

by the heads of the g·ang·s, but latflly the posi tion has become much more 

serious. The Silk trade is completely disorg-anised in consequence thereof. 

The merchants in Canton who have made contracts to deliver silk w foreig·n 

:firms there, have g·iven formal notice that they are afraid they may he 

unnble to fulfil their eng-agements O\Ting- to the danger attending- the tran

sport of silk and treasure. 'l'he silk filatnres and cocoon shops in the silk 

districts have been threatened aml plundet·ed, and unless order is soon 

restored it is to be feared that trade will be reduced to small limits. The 

[ 147 J 

V 

fot•eign steambonts en~rag·ed in the rivet• trade nrJ'V Olll.'· l' 1 " -- _ g·e t 1 g 1 t carg·oes 
and even the passage tr attic is much restricted. 

Th~ appearance (Jt' one small Dt·itish g·unboat (the Sandpiper) on the 

:vest Rtver has .been hailed with considerable sntisfiwtion, and her presence 

IS much . apprec1u~ed by merchants and traders ; but this g·reat waterway is 

leng- ~hy and the pnates are so numerous that the moral effect is necessarily 

restricted, and a small flotilla of these usefnl and serviceable craft. is de~ira

ble if the West River is to be efficient ly patrolled, while Jlg·ht urau~·ht 

steam-launches mig-ht be usefully employed for w01·k in the creeks. I; is 

useless to look for any effectivP- action from the present Yicerov and as his 

influence at Peking is understood to be consideralJ!e, it is .. t~ be teai·ed 

that anY reference to the Tsunu·li Yumi'ltl '"ould at bn t It · • • · o ' ~- • .,s resu 111 some tem-
~orary measures of doubtful utility. In the increase of the British patrol

hug- squadron only can we hope for any permanent improvement in the 

present state of disorder. A precedent exists tor this intervention, as in 

former yeo.rs Her .Majesty's warships undertook to scotch piracy on the coast 

of China, and nccomplished ·the wot·k so thoroughly that this pest to com

merce was practically exting·uished, only recurring- since at long· intervals 

and under exceptional circumstances. 

. l\Iy Committee ~vill be g-lad therefore if the .Enst India and China Sec

t.wn of yo~tr Chambet· can see its way to take up this important quest.ion 

~nd press It upon the attent ion of the Imperial Government. This Chamhcr 

~s ulre.arly. indebted to yonr Chamber for the, vigorous and effective manner 

Ill wlu.ch 1t espouseJ the cause of this Colony in connection with the repre

sent~twn sent home on the question of the extension of its boundar ies and 

th.e mclusion therein of Kowloon City, and the Committee now hope You 

will be equally successful in convincing· the Government of the deplor~ble 
state ~f aff.-tirs at present. existing· in these two provinces und of the urg·ent 

nece~s1ty for prompt ancl decisive action to prevent the disorganisation ancl 

poss1ble suspenf'ion of trntle on t.he ~ontlwrn wate1•1mys of China.-I am, 
&c., 

P.. CHAT'l'Eifl'OX WILCOX Sccrctarv '1' K . ' ., J ' 
0 E!iRIC D. M u nnAY, Esq., Secretary, London Chamber of Comme rce. 
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HoNOKOl\O G:E:s'EilAJ. CnAMBEil oF Co~nrEncE, 

lioNGKONO , Hth Aug·nst, \809. 

Sr rr,-It. is with reg·ret tlmr. the Committee of this Chamber have to 

hritJO' to yom• attention titct~ that are not only reducing- the concession lately 

ohta7ned .. of the opening· to foreign trarle of the inland waterways of South 

China to u valneh·ss poi nt, lmt are also set·iunsl y hnmpet·ing and restri ct ing· 

business g·encrally . 

1 a.llmle to t.he piracy on the West River and the condition of disorde1· 

and lawlessness which prevai l~ in widr districts of hoth the Two Kwnng· 

provinces. Bands of brig·ands, well armed with modern werqwn~, nn<i pos

sessino· strono·holds a.mon•bl' the hills, make descents upon the v dlag·es and 
D D · 

towns in the silk producing· and other prosperous disll·icts and either plunrler 

the inhabitants or extort reg·ular contributions from merchants and pro· 

dncers. Traders currying produce to por t of ~<hipment and those returning· 

with the bnllion received therefor are robbed, and, if they offer resistance 

are shot or otherwise rlisposed of. Vessels of all description>: on the riv er, 

from native junks to foreig·n steam-launches, :we attacked and looted, and 

in several cases murder has preceded robbery. Only so lately as the 20th 

ultimo a launch flying· the flag· of Portug·ul wns boarrled by a pirate craft, 

the master shot, the crew ov erpowered, and. the vessel robbed. 

It, is perhaps hardly to be wondered that., under such circumstances, the 

wealthier inhabitants of these dis trict s !'honld be sen1ling· their money for 

investment elsewhere, 01• that the silk merdwnts a t Canton sh ould have 

o·iven notice that. t.here is some possibili ty that they may not Le abl e to 

fulfil contracts for delivery of silk, the producers heing afraid either to 

attempt its transport to Canton or to makl.l the re turn journey with t reasme 

of which they are so likely to be despoiled en route. Native merchants are, 

us n. r esult, l~th to enter into contracts for export, and business threatens to 

come to a. comparative standstill. The fot•eig·n s ten.mhoat companies, w~1 ich 
have heen pluckily eng·ag-ed in an uphill pioneer work on thP. \Vest ~JV(~ l', 
also find tlwi1• ·earning·s seriously curtai!Prl hy the operations of the pn·ntes 

and banditti. 

The British Consul ut Canton has no doubt informed yon of the con

tlition of affairs in th e Two K.wnng·, and not improbably he hu~ ma1le you 

· 1 ' tl 1 e .,. ttns"tt' s~"ct<lt'\. n", t11re of tl1e RteiJS taken h.'.· th11 acqumntetwttttc v .l_, .. " ' '. " 

[ 14!) J 

V 
Viceroy to cope with predatory gang·s \vlw set the loca l authorities ut 

defiance. 'rhe Committee trust you may make such representations to the 

'l'sung-li Yamcn as will lead to a Lletermined effort on the part of the P ro

vincial Government to put down the bandi tti and pira tes whose lawless 

act ions, if continued, will render legitimate comllle rce all but impossiLle. 

It is to be fr.ared, however, tha t nnder the a tlministmtion of the pr esen t 

Viceroy no really sustained eifort is likely to be made t•J restore the 80• 

vereignt.y of t he law in these IH'ovinees, antl the Committee are of opinion 

that the most prac tical as well as the surest means of r estoring· confidence 

and s ttfety along the southern wate rways will be for H rr l\lnjesty's Govern

ment to employ a flotilla of boa ts of the Sandp iper class to pnh'ol tbe West 

Hiver, with armed shallow-draft steam-ia.uuches to wa tch the creeks. ,;f he 

appearance of such craft in the waterways would be hai led with satisftJctiou 

by the native t raders and mll rchant.s and neecl not excite official hostilit\· 

as they could act in conj u nction wi th the vessels employed for the Can t~:1 
Government, hu t which, unfor tunately , at·e lnd icrousl.r i narlerjllftte f(n· the 

wbrk and not infi·equently g-o off duty to ne t as tugs for nut.ive craft. The 

number of g·unbonts and g-uard boats on the r iver has, if I am rightly inform

ed, been reduced. T he above sug·g·es tion l~;ts been a lready mooted in 

telegrams despa tehed to London, and the Committ.ee t t•ust it will receive 

your approval and suppor t .-J have, &c., 

R }J. GHA Y, Chairman. 
To El. 0 . BAx ·InoNsJDE, Esq., H.H.M.'s Chat·ge d'Affaire,.;, Peking·. 

HmiOKON G GE:-<E HAL CHAM llE H oF CuJDIEHcE, 

HoNo KoNu, l:Jth August, lt!IHJ. 
SI 11,-I am tli re~ ted to transmit to .You fur the i uturnuttimJ of H is Ex

cellenc." t he Governor , copy of a let tet· addressed by this C!JaJul.w1· to H er 

Britannic Majesty's Charge d'Atfai 1·e~ at P eki ug· on tl11~ snl.Jject of the cU s

orders pt•evail ing- in the Kwa ug- province (culminatiug ou the 12tl1 instan t 

in an eng agement with the Imperial troops at Cot-Ka\\' on t he \Ves t Hiver 

which ended in the eomplete defeat of the troops by t he revels) and the 

con~equen t derang ement of t t•ade un the inland watet·,,·nys.- J have, &c., 

H. UHA'l'I'ERTOX WILCO:\, Secretm·y. 
Hon. J. H. STEWAH'f L ocKHAil'r, c.M.u ., Colonial Secr etUI'J. 
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HoxoKO~G GENERAL CHAMBE!t oF CoMMERCE, 

Ho~OKONG, lGth Aug·ust, 18\)0. . 

Stn,-1 beg to hand you herewith a copy of the. lett~r addres,se(~ b~. ~~:~~ 
Cl 

1. t 'Ir· UA'· - InoN<:IDE Her· Britannic ~IaJesty s Charg·e d Aii.~ncs 
l(ll}tuer 0 >l • A " '· ' • , , , , '\-

. I . 1.. t of the internal disorders aud la" les;;n e~:;:; preval 
•tt Pekrnn· on t le :;llUjeC d l 
: . t"l,'e K'v"no· l;roviuces u,nd their effect upon trade g·enerally an t le 
tug· tn (.1> \:I . , 

silk business iu particular.--I have, &c., 
R. l\1. GHAY, Chairman. 

To H. 13. M.'s Consul, Cautou. 

HoNGKONO GENERAL CHAMBER <W CoMMERCE, 

JioNGKONo, :.11 st September, 1899. 

S --1 am directed bv my Committee to again invite the attention of 
IR, " · 1 d' · t tered l.Jy 

l l . Excellenc'-' the Gover·nor to the condition ot t re rstrrc s wa . • 
IS • J 1 t ..... and its tnbu-

the '\Vest River and the piracies committed on t lilt wa erwa.; 

taries, to the serious obstruction of trmle. 

'The deO<patch of the gunboat Tweed an(l of a torped_o hoat. hence .t~ ti~~ 
vVcst River has no doubt had a gootl effect iu some portwns of the territory 

J 'I o·th of the river nnd the numerous creeks preclude 
in question, but. the e Io I ·y Jlllrtial effect. If the 
. ·I tn:l.ll force from having· more t tan a ver . ' 
~ne 1 a s h · d 1 -ecoml the 
Chinese Authorities could be rel ied npou to do t eir ut.y am :> 

tt' -t· . . de to rid the conutrv of the lawless characters who batten ~~pon 
e OJ s mu . " . . l I . ll·obably the hn·ce 
I l " s of the indn~trious portron of t. re popu atwu, I . 

t 1e auou~ · 1 1 , ever ·he 
. . ·I t . ffice fot' t.lw purpose. U ufortnnate y' 10\ ' ' " 

:;ent thither Jmg 1 su . " . , . est by the Chinese 
. tl e case. nothino· IS attempted tn I eal em n . .. 

reverse IS 
1 

• : 0 
1 · ·11 1 ave to be 

ffi. . I lr'f tlte evil is to be rooted out it seems t mt tt Wl I o c1a s am · 
cluue by a 13ritish naval patrol. . 

11 ·tf llv ·u•>·n·est to l!Ts Tl .. Leiuo· the case the COiurnittee won t respeL: 11 • ~ t>.o 

Excell~~..,cY th~ Governor the propriety of still furthel' augmentmp; the g·un~ 
• 1 f tl e Sandpipe I' clllss, as soon ;t" 

b tl tilln. bY n·ettino· out more )outs o L .. . 
oat o • o o 1 1 t. ·able to seml 

,, ..• d Meantime it mi" ht per wps )C pruc LC 
theY can ue procure · • ' " . 1· f' · trse • 1 1 1 t > th"' luro·er vesse s 0 1 · armed lig·ht draft steam-launches to Je attac reL t V o 

in the shallow waters.-- I have, &c., 

H. CHA'l'TERTON vVILCOX, Sec1·etary. 

Hon. Colonial Secretary. 
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HoNOKoNo GENEHAL CnAMDElt OF CoMMEnCE, 

HoNGKoNo, 28th September, 1890. 

Snt,--In continuation of pt·cvious correspondence and adver·t ing· part i

cularly to my letter of the !:H~t instant on the subject of the olJstructions 

caused to trade by the distmbanccs on the West River and district wntered 

by it, I am desired hy the Committee to offer a fur ther sng·g-estion fin· the 

consideration of His Excellency the Governor. 

Recognising the fitet that the provision of the number of ste;tm-la.unches 

required to effectually police th e inland waterways would necessarily entail 

a heavy expense npou the British Government · for their· upkeep, the Com

mittee think that a similar result mig-ht per·hups be attaineLl if ali ves.sels 

flying the Dri tish tlug- and trading- on inland waters were to he g-iveu the 

right to call for passengers and carg-o at every inland port o1· place on the 

river at wltich a Cnstom H onse or Lekin Station is maintained. Unde1· the 

British flag, in properly appointee! vessels, g-reater safety would be secured 

for passengers and carg·o and the mere fac t of a sufficient. number of such 

vessels being· constantly in ev idence mo;·ing· up and down the river would 

pl'Ove a deterrent to the trade of pi1·acy which is now being· carried ou aurl 

would thereby uecessitate the contirmance of only a few g·un hoats ou tiJis 
duty. 

The Br·i tislt G,JV('I'1llllen t. have every rig·ht to make this demand. I n 

principle the opening of the Inland \Vatenvays of South China to foreig-n 

t.rade and navig·ation ltas already ueen concedecJ, while in pt•actiee
1 

flS j~ SO 

widely known, the concession has been rendered of no effect. The g-rounds 

on which this demand should be made are therefin·e, firs t., to s ecure us the 

reality of what has only been given, apparently, with intent to convert it 

into a sham; and secondly·, that it is ncccssm·y to g-ive ~ecurit.y to trade, to 

the traders travelling , o.nd to the uati ves who fur m their constituency. A t 

the present moment the g- t·eatest sufferers front these perpetual pirat:i<'s arc 

the native traders who carry on business witil the foreign merchants. That 

they should receive protection ag·ainst lawless charac ters is of supreme 

importance, and it is the policy as well as the tlesire of the British mer

chants to sec that the peaceabie portion of th e population is not disturbed 
or plundered. 
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Seeing therefore that the privileg·e suggested i:; hut a means (and that 

an easy and practicable one) of securing· a concef:sion previous.ly mad~ a~d 
that it will be the means of conferring· henefits on the whole of the d1strwt 

concerned while at the same time yielding increased revenue to the Chinese 

Government, the Committee are of opinion that there should he no difficulty 

in obtaining· it. 'l'hey accordingly hope tha t His Excellency the Governor 

will see his way to nwke representations to this effect to the Right Honour

able the Secretary of State for the Colonies.--! have, &c., 

It. CHA'l''l'ERTON WILCOX, Secretary. 

Hon. J. H. S-rEWAit'I' LocKHAR'I', c.M.a., Colonial Secretary . 

No. 1741. CoLON 1 AL SJWH}:TA ll.Y's On>JCE, 

HoNoKoNo, lOth Octoum·, 18U!J. 

Sm -I am directed to state for the information of yom• Chambm· that 
' a copy of your letter of the 21st ultimo, together with other correspondence 

on the su~ject of piracies on the vV est River has been forwarded fur the 

consideration of the Secretary of State for the Colonies.--! have, &c., 

.J. H. STEW AR'l' LOCKHAH.T, Colonial Secretary. 

The 15erretury, CHAMBER oF ColiBfERCE. 

TH E LoNDo:-< CHAMBER OF Collll\IERCB I NcUIU'O HA'l'Ell, 

Botolph House, Eastcheap, London, E.C., 

1 ~th Septembe1·, 181)!). 

SrH,-l am in receipt of your tr.iegram of t ile lO rh August, and your 

letter of the 11th in fmth cr anrl fuller explunatiou t hereof, in conuectiou 

with which I now he!;· to enclose copy of my letter to th iJ l~oreign Office 

allll their reply thereou. Tmstiug that thi~ will meet with your i·ertnirc

ments.- I aw, &c., 

KE~IUC B. l\IUIWAY, Secretary. 

The Secretary, Uo~GKO~G GENI>RAJ, CHAMBEH OF ColiiMERCE, Hongkong;, 

China. 
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London, 16th August, 1899. 

My Lord,-The Chamber of Commerce of Hong-kong h as forwarded to 

this Chamber a telegrmn pointing· out th at the present position of affairs in 

the K wang· provinces is very u nsettled, th at. no reliance. can be placed on 

the Viceroy of Canton, that piracy interferes very seriously with trade, and 

mg-ing· the necessity for more g·nnboats to protect B1·it.1sh interests in the 

West R iver. 

In view of the very g·rave s tate of affairs indicated in t his telegTam, 

this Chamber supports t he wish of the Hongko11g Chamber that special 

measnres wi ll be taken for the pro tection of British interests in the West 

River , and I am desit•ed to express the h ope that your L ordship will cause 

these representations to receive the serious attention loca1ly of Her 1\Iajesty's 

representatives in Chinn.-I am, &c., 

Km-miC n. M uRRAY, Secretary. 
The Most N ohle the Marquess of SAJ,tSBUHY, K.o., H.l\l.'s Secretary of State 

for P oreig·n Affairs, Foreig·n Office, Whitehall, London, S. W . 

Poreig-n Office, 
August 23rd, 1809. 

Sm,-1 am Llirected by the l\Inrqness of SALISBURY to acknowledge the 

receipt of your letter of the 1 Gth instant culling· attention to the unsettled 

state of affairs in the Kwnng- provinces and advocating· the adoption ?f 

special measures fnr the protection of British interests in the West Hiver. 

J am to inform you that the matter in question is occupying- the at

tenti~n of H er l\Iojesty's Government.- I am, &c., 

FnA Nr:rs BERTII<:. 

'fhe SecrPtat·~·, London Chum her of Commerce, Dotolph H ouse, E nstcheap, 
E. C. 

HoK'GKONO GENEUAL UHAllfBEll. OF CoMllfERCH, 

H oNOKONG, 20th October, 18!'10. 
Sm,-T beg· to acknowledg·e receipt of your letter of the 12th ultimo, 

enclosing· copy of your letter t.o the Foreig·n Office on the subject of the 

piracies on the West R iver and its tl'ibutaries, concerning· which this Cham

ber telegraphed and wrote to you on the lOth and 11th Aug·ust last 

respectively, ai!Il of copy of reply th ereto. 
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I am instructed to convey to you the hearty thanks of my Committee 

for the prompt and conrteous attention g·iven by you to the matter, . whi_ch 

action 011 the part of your Chamber resulted in an almost imrnedwte m

crease in the pa trol established by the Naval Authorities on these inln~1l 
waters. I reg-ret, however, to he unable to add that any improvement ts 

yet nuticeal.ole in the condition of lawlessness into which the district in ques

tion has deg·enerated.- I am, &c., 

R. CHATTERTON WILCOX, Secretary. 

'l'o KENHIC n. IlfuRRAY, Esq., Secretary, Lomlou Chamber of Com!lle!'C(\. 

COLONIAL SECRE'l'ARY'S OFFICE, 
HoNOKONO, 2nd November, 189!). 

Srn -With reference to previous correspondence on the subject of the 

prevalet;ce of piracy in the waters of Southern China, I am directed to 

transmit for the info.rmation of the Chamber of Commcwce the enclosed copy 

of a despatch received by His Excellency the Governot• annexing· a ~et.ter 
from the Foreig·u Office to t he Under Secretary of State for the Colomes.-

I have, &c., 
J . H. STEWAR'r LOCK.HA.RT, Colonial Secretary. 

The Secretary, CHAMTIER OF CoMMF.nc~<: . 

No. ~11. DowNING STHimT, 

~9th September, 18\l!:l. 

Sm,-I ltavP. the honour t n ncknowledg-e the receipt of your despatch 

No. 234 of the 18th August bst, relative to the prevalence of piracy in the 

waters of Snuthl'rn C!tirw., and to transmit to you, to r your information, a. 

coi>y of a letter from the Porrign Oflice showing the s teps which nre being; 

taken hv the AdmiraltY fur the proteetioll of Dl'itish intt>t·cst s on tlte We~t .. " 

River.-1 have, &c., 
.J. CHA?IInERLAIN. 

Governor Sir HE:-:nv A. llr.AK E, o.c:. M.o., &c., &c. 

Forrign Office, 
Sl'ptem her :?5th , 1 S!:lfl. 

Sir -I mn directrtl hy the 1\Inrqnrss of SA LISBURY to acknow!Nlge ' . 
the rrceipt of your letter 2:"J038/Il9 of the :21st instan t inc!osing· n de~patch 
frum the Governor of Hongkong relative to piracy on the W est l(i\·er. 
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f:iir HENRY Br. AKE's despatch is retul'IIed herewith as requested. 

The Lords Commissioners of the A.tlmirnlty informed L ord S ALISB U RY 

on the 22nd ultimo that t he Comm:mder-in-Chief ou the China Station had 

ordered Her .:\Iajesty's ship Tweed to patrul the West River with Het· Ma 

jesty's ship S rmdpiper, and that if fm·t.her assistance WP.re required for the 

protection of British interests he pt•oposed to send a torp ed•J boat a~ tender 

to the Tweed.- I am, &e., 

The Under Secretary of State, Colonial Office. 
F nANcrs Bml'l' I E . 

H oNGKONG G E NF.ItA L C nA.UDE R Ol' Co:~nmncE , 
HoNGKoNo, :lrd November, 1809. . 

Sm,--J beg· to aeknowletlg·e r eceip t of your lettet· (No. 1780) of~ the 

2nd iu,.;tant transmitting-, f'o1· the intimnation of this Ch'lmher, copy of a des 

patch received by His B xeellency the Govem or f1·om the Secretary of Sta te 

lor the Colonies annexing- a letter from the Foreig-n Office to tlte Colonial 

Office on t he subject of tlw recent pit•ac ies on the West River u.nd t he s t<•ps 

taken t<J protect B ri tish interest.s on that waterway.--! !utl'e, &c., 

Hon. Colonia l Secretary. 
R. CHA'I'TERTON WTLCOX, Sr cretnry . 

"VV 
Amoy and the Formosa Tea Trade. 

AMoY G~<:NJmAL C HA:IIDBn oF CoMMtmc E, 

A.MoY, :?5th Jnly, 18!)0. 
Sin,-I beg· to enclose copy of n. despatch which th is Chamber is send-

11lg' to Sir K SA'l'OW, K C.M.G., n.n.~I.'s :\Iinister at Toky o, protesting

against a discrimiua ting· tl nty of Yen I.GO pet· picnl on l•'ormosa tea which 

the .Japanese Government intends to impose ft·om the 4 th pt•oxirno on ship

ments to Fol'eig-n Countries whilst allowing· tea to be shippetl ti·om Furmo;:a 

to .T apan tree of dnty a111l thence expor tPd abroad like wise free of tint~' · 

If yonr Clwml>e r can rndor·se the views set tin·th, a.ny suppor t that y ou 

may be ahle to g-ive r.hrm will be mnch appreciated.--£ am, &c., 

.T • • T. DU .:'1 NE, Secretary. 
'l'be Secretary, Tlo:'i'OKO:\'G C rLurnr-: n tJP Co>nrr;;nc J·:, H ong·kong . • 

-
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Amoy General Chamber of Commerce, 

A.rnoy, 2-1th July, 18!)0. 

Your Excellency ,-~Heferring t o the teleg·rn.m which this Cluun.ber 

d espo.tched to you to-day reading; :--

" Chamber Commet·ce urge you prote~t a:,?;aiust unty l~ormosa tea 

other than that leviable Japan . Despateh of date follows --CAss, 

Chairman." 

I have the l10nour to bring· to your 11o tice thn.t the Formosan Govern

ment has notifieu its intention of imposing a duty of yen 1.00 per picnl 

on tea exported from F ormoso. to fo re ig·n countries, whilst tf!a exvor ted to 

Japan will he ft·ee of duty and may be shipper! thence abroa d likewise free 

of uuty. 

The object of this prop osed duty is to favom the line of stea mers rnn

IJing between Formosa and J o.pan and to divert the tea tra1le. as much ns 

possible from th e present channel t·ia Amo~· and H ongkong· b!· placing· n 

discriminnting duty of yen 1.60 per picul on it . 

'fhis would not ~C'em to l le in accoT'\hnce \\'ith the new TrC'a ties: which , 

as we rend th em, l't'qnire that .Japan nnd hC'I' pos~essions should lmve tlw 

snme tariff. 

T he consmuption of Formoso. tea in .Jnpan nnd China is absolute!:· nil. 

such teas, whether landed in .Japan, a C'h iua port, or Hong·kong·, are in 

transit for the United States, Great Britn.in, the Con tinent of E urope, Aui"

t.ralia, or the Dutch Coloni t's. Th e route from Formosa rifr Japan might 

f;wom the t eas shippt'd by the Pacific, hnt. ns rep;:ml~ t he g·rcat bulk of the 

shipments, thnt is, those via Suez tu the llnited States, Greu.t Bri tain . 

a nd the Continent of Europe, ami t hose to Anstmlin nnd t he Dutch Colonie:-:. 

it is nut of thC' question to send ~nch to .Tupm1. '\'],t' proposed rlnty would, 

therefore, discrimi nate in favour of one l'nnte ro on<' country , and ng:ai n~t 
all oth er routes and countries. 

lt is at•g·ne•l t hat the .Japanese Government only n,;serts it;o; rig·ht t o tix 

the tariff bet ween Formo~a and Amoy (the latte r being a Chi n ese por t) in 

accordance with n.g·reement~ het.ween .Tltp an aud China. 'l'his arg·ument 

disrrg·o.rds the fact, as sh own al1ove, that t he tC'HR rlo no t rorne to A mo~· fot' 

l'Onsnmption, hn t in tran ~it to for eig;n cotmtt·ir ~ . 
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Unr tnerdwuts clni n1 tl 1 wt t wy :.u·e ut liberty ru cleat· t!Je ir teas ut the 

Formosa Custom~ fur the U ui ttjd States Emupe \Se . ' ~ 
other routt• ]l' . · ,.. i . ' ' ' ., 

1
'Ul " IIlO) Ol' an, . 

. , a.~ I ll" I uty accordlllg- to the .Janan tat•itf n . 1' .. Ll . t · f f r · .. pp w.t e to sucl1 
co~m ~·t e:< o mal destination , and it i:> in the hope tl,at you 
tills vtew that this CJJ .11 0 k · . - will suppon 

• • • . j , , n et· as ·s yonr a:>slstauce in combatino· in n·ood t' ' 

m::- 'lh~~bJh ty wuidt may be impendiug t.o the liber ty of a lll~l'l'htt:t to s\:1;~ 
h) 'duchevet· route he llitt\' Jllease y I r. l ' .. I .- HLVP, llCC . , 

FttANCi s CA:>s, Chairlllan . 

:Sir Ernest :\I. ::iatuw K.c , 1 1 . '1 1 , ' ... ,., [ . ) . :•1. '~ Euvoy Ext raordiuary and Minis ter 

P lenipotentiary, T okyo. 

H o;'I'OKOJ"G ClENl>IIAL CuA~lllEil OF CoM~IERcE 

H oxoKoJW, 0th Ang-u~;t, 18!)fl. ' 

:SI H,·-'l'hc t tt · r 1 · · , . '. . , ' enttoll u. t us Cham her has Leen tlraw n Ly the Auwr 
ChamLcl ot Cuunnerce t u a notific f . . d l ' . " . . a .wn Issue J}' the U uvermuent of l<'or-

llw~a announcing- the imposition of n. !lutv of Yen J GO . . I 
I' X portcd fi· F . . • - . per rn en Oil tea 

Olll ormostt t o toretg·n countries whilst th e leaf if l 
.JaJlUU 's . i f ' exportet to 

t cxemptet l'Uill dut ,. mul can Le ~l . , l I . . fr<><' ,f . , , ' . . .. .. u ppct t.tence tu tun•tgn JlOI·t.s 
, I llllJlOS t~. l lus of course amoun ts t I . . . . . i 

0

: J . . . ' 0 t le rmpo;;J twn ut a discriJu inat-
u, ut: ' specmlly tle:ng-ued to divert the tPn. tr·Ide 'lt· 1~ . f' . • • j ' ' ' Ollll OSa I'Ulll ll'i 

accustume< clwnnels and tu COll1Jl 1 ·I . . . . . . u . d. . e s uppel s to send It Ill the J apanesc 

;.u SI tseAd stleamers to Japan instead of, ns at present, ria Amoy an! l Honn· 

;,Ton.g-. , s t lC vast bulk of these teas p;o h.v wa.'.' of the .S,taz o v 1 t d S ' Cana l to the 
n_ e • tatc~, Great I3l'itai n, llnd the Culltinert· t ot' b Emopc, it would he 

o vwnsly must inconvenient to ship them ~·ia Japan. 

Tlw in · · f' lpos ttwu o a <liscriminaturY dutY on· an ar·ti ·le t' . . 
:t ,J ap·l . . • • c o ex port 111 

'ncse possesswn Ill ortler to d i ver~' tmfii. . . . . . 
ventures t tl . 1· . . • c IS not, til l~; Chamber 

o nu , , 111 acconlauce With t ile Sjli t·it of the UC\ . '1' . . . h ' may J t 1 , \ 1 e.ttws w 1ch 
Custm~;s f: .(ef'n ~o . a ntlJOri:;e the clcaran.c:e of t eas thr·oug-h t.lw Fo,rmosan 

1 orer" u ports ll\· an\' rot te ·J d , 
t() th J 

e " " 1 ' provl e ti!C)' Jnt ,. Liut}' accortlill"' 
e apane 'e t ·ff · 1 • · o insta J ~ . nrt ' II'J t w ut being· coml'elled to sllip t iJCm ill the first 
nee to apan. 

.. 
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This CIHtmher, therefore, strong·ly support~ the protest ::uldrcsseu to 

you bY the Amoy Chamber of Commerce on the snhject, nnd sincerely trnstH 

; hat ,~our Excellency will succeed iu convincing the .Japanese Government 

of t l;e inequitable and illibern.l character of the strp they propose to take, 

aut! which if persi,;tell in cannot fail to inflict unexpec ted loss unrl unnu):· 

tl ese t'or·eio·u firms who have for so m:u1Y Years embarked then· 
;mce on . 1 • " • • " • 

· 
1 

l lo,·e(l their cnpro·ies in the development of a trade wluch 
cap1ta nn1 emp " " . . . . . . . . . . 
they never dunlJted would remui n free from _'h.scrun_mat.m~ dnt_res , " hen 

(-~O\'ei'ni-J)ent took over t he adnllnJStJatlOU of the !Sland.-1 
t he J apauese ~ 

ho.ve, &c., 
l:L ~I. GHAY, Chairman. 

ll 
.., . ·~ .;.:A · >,,. K-· ·.M.G, &c. , Her Dritarmic :\Iajesty's 

To I1 is Ex.ce ency "'1r £J. u 'l 1 · , . v • 

:Mini~ter t~ J apau . 

Ho!\uKo~G G ENERAL CHAMBEH oF GoM;)IEltCE, 
HoNoKONCJ, 5th Aug-ust, 1801). 

;;
1 
n._-1 l.Jeo· 10 acknowled~e receipt of your letter of the 2oth ultilllo 

"' 'HE s· E 
l 

.- . of' n (\eS}J"tch addres~ed ])y ,-our Chamber t O . 
1

• n· ~-
euc o,mg cop: .. · · "' · " . 

• , - l( c ~r 
0 

Her l.\riumnic ~l aJ· e~tl·' s :\linister at Tokyo, protestwg· 
~.-\1 0\\, . ·"· ., • . . 

· 1· · · , 
1 
· , . . J111y of )·en 1 liO 11er }Jieul ou Formosa teas wh1ch 

ag·aiUSt a llS<; l'llllllllL IIIM u • . · · . . _ 

the J upanese Government proposed to l evy from the 4th wstant on slupmeu ts 

to forcig·u conn tries w hibt permit.tiu~· to be ~bipp!~d ft·oru Formosa to Japan 

free of duty and thence ex.por teJ. also free. 

1 n reply hJ y 011r reqncsL that this Cluuuber will give y~m ~~~~~mb~r:s 
· - . ·t J "Ill directetl tu inform ,·on that the Lonumttee h.tv c 

protest Its suppm , · "' J . • • • , 

addressed the British Miuister in Japan on the suhje<.: t , aml to h•:J.U~nut hn 

your information copy of the despatch.-1 am, &c., 

R. CHA'l"l'EHTO~ W ILCOX, Secret;;u·y. 

The Secretary, A~wY li-ENNHAL CH.All!l3Eil OF ColiiMEHCE. 

H oNoKoNG GENmlA J, CuHJDEJt oF CoMUEHCI·:, 
HoNOKONO, 5th Angu~t, 18!!\). 

~Ill - I have the honour to forward, for the information of His Ex

celle:cY' the Governor, copy of a tlespatch addressed to Her Britannic 

l\lajest;'s :MhJister in Tokyo on the subject of the imposition by the Japanese 
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Government of a discriminating duty ou Formusa tellS shipped to foreigu 

countries whilst shipments made to Jap anese por ts are allowed ft·ee of du ty 

and thence abroad likewise free of uuty. - I have, &c., 

H. CHA'l"l'ERTOX WILCUX, Secretary. 

The H on. CoLONIAL SRCHE'£AllY, H ongkong. 

CoLoNIAL SEcuwr.~nv's 0 FF I C:E , 

HoNuKONG, 14th Aug·ust , HHJV. 
S1n,- I am di t•ected tu acknowledge t he receipt of your letter of the 

5th instant, with enclosme, on the ~ubject of a d iscriminating· 'duty on For

mosa Teas shipped to Poreig-n l'orts antl tu state, for the in(urwation ofxour 

Chamber, that a cop:r has been fonrardeJ to the Secretary of State for the 

Colonies -1 have, &c. , 

.J. H. S'l'.E W A H,'l' LOCKHART, C:olouial Secretary. 
The ::lecretury, CHAMBER rn· CoMMERCE. 

A.)IOY liENEIIAL CHAMill': ll OJo' Cu ~UJEilC l·: , 

Al\toY, 12th Ang·ust, 180!). 
::;1 u,;_f beg· t.o acknowledg-e receipt of yom lettt>r d;tted iJth ius taut , 

enclosing copy of u tle:-;patch addressed to Sir E. SATow, K.c.M.o., H .U.M.'s 

~I iuister ut Tokyo, in support of this Chamber's protest to him ag·oin~t the 

levying- Ly t he J apauei:ie Government of a discriminating· duty on Teas ship

ped d irect to foreign countt·ies from Formosa. This Chamber Leg-s you to 

accept its best thanks ±ur :·our ac tion in the matter.-I am, &c., 

,J. J. DU NNE, Secretary. 
The Secretary, HoNGKONG GENERAL Unum~;n Ol·' CoMMEncE, Hong·kong-. 

ToKYo, Aup.·ust Hith, 18!JD. 
Sm,--1 am directed by H er l\Injesty's Minister t o ueknowleJg·e the 

receipt of your communication of the iJth iustaut, supporting· the protes t mntle 

hy the Amuy Ch:J.JnLer of Commerce ag·ainst t he imposition by t he F ormosan 

Government of a duty on tea exported from For_mosa to foreig·u countries. 
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w 
Sit· EnN E:>T SAToW desires me tu inform you that he lJ~ts refcrreJ the 

matter to the consideration of H er 1\IO:jesty's Government.--! am, &c., 

2\IILNE CUEETHA~l. 

The Cln,irman, Ho:-;or.:.oNo GENEitAL CH Al\lDELt oF CoMli:IEHCE. 

CoLONI AL :-:iECltETAltY'::l OrFJGE, 

HONGKON•+, 14th No\·cmher, l8D9. 

Sm,-1 am tlircelcLl to trau~mit for the information of the Clutlllbcr tuu 

enclosed copy of ; L despatch receive•! from tlw Scct·etary of Sta te for the 

Colonic:<.-! have, &c., 

J. H. STEWAHT LOCKH.ART, Coloui al Secretary . 

The Sccret;~ry, Cr-r..umr:rt OF Co:.DlEUCE. 

Dowuing St reet, 

lOth October, 1899. 
~o. :!:l3. 

Sir,-1 ha,·e the houour to ackuuwledge the receipt of y our des patch 

~o. :HI of the l ltlt of Augn::;t last, endo~iug- copy of a letter mltlressetl lu 

H e r .M
01

jesty 's i\iiuistcr at T okio by the Hougkong Cluunbe t· of Commerce 

on the snhjeet of the tli scrimiuMing duty recently imposed by the Japancs:J 

<._;
01 

emment on F ormosa teas shipped to foreign ports, <LIHI to inform you 

that <L eopy of that de:;p:tLclt has boeu laill before the Socrctn.ry of St~tte for 

Foreign Affair~.- I ltaxc, &e., 
·,J . CuA:uBI~ItLAI:s-. 

Govemor Sir H enry .A. Ulakc, G .C. ~l. \.7 ., &c., &c. 

.X. 
Proposed Conservancy Board for the Whangpoo Hiver. 

Stu.:\GIIAI G~:NERAL Cn.HIBER Of Cmnr£RCE, 

SHANliiiAI, 21 st .A.ng n;;t, l o99. 

Sm,-Tltc eoudition of the Whang poo l{i ver g enemlly aml of the 

\Voo~ung Bar iu parti cular has for many y ear~ past been a gr eat obst rnetion 

to the trn.de of Shang hai , allll a cause of g-reat expense by reasou of the fuct 

that many steamers engaged in the trade of the port ure unable to c ross the 
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Bar, n.ml are forced to take iu a nd d isehn.rgc t lteir cargoes outside Woosung. 

A s the evil was g rowing n.llll tltrcn.tened t he futu re existence of Shangh:t i as 

a shipping port, this Chamber engn.ged Mr. ,T. D E RIJ K E , a well-known 

Dutch expert in the service of the ,Japanese G overnment , to mn.ke a pre 

liminary snrvey of the H il·m· and Bar with t he ob ject of suggesting remedia l 

measmcs. 

·when this Heport was comple ted it beeame evident thn.t no s uch remed ial 

measures couhl be effectually undertaken u uless a Conservn.ncy B oard was 

cstablbhet!, with full authority to cnn y oi1t all necessary works of improve

ment :tlltl to collec t f nnds to cover the e xpense of same. T his C hamber 

therefore d rew np a st•bemc em hotlying their view ;;, which they I :till before 

the Consula r Body , as you wi ll see by :tnnexcd corre~pomlence, an:l thi,; 

being favourably received was forwarded to P ekiug for the a pproval of the 

F oreign Representat ives. A s the l:tt tcr hn.\·e decided t hat certain points in 

the p roposed seheme must be Rnhmittcd to their respecti \·e Governments, th i;; 

Chamber beg~ yon r earnest nssist.ance in support of it,; proposal , a nd tmsts 

yon will Llo your hes t m impres;; upon your Government the grt·at ncPes si tv, 

in the intere~tll of intemn.tionul tr:ule, fo r t he establishment of a Conservn.nc.y 

Board which will he empowered to restore and conf'e rvc the rin•r approache~ 

to this imporlnnt cm11orimn.- I an1, &c., 

WILLI A;.\1 D. LITTLE, Chairman. 

To t he Chairman, CnAmn:P. OF co~mERCF. , Hon~kO illf. 

H .~I.F . :M.'s C onou latc-G encral , 

S hang hai, 27th ,January, 189~. 

Sir,- A fter a thoroug h s tutly of the f'eheme of n. Con~ervancv Board for 

the Wo~snng l{i,·er, contained in yonr let ter tlated 18th Deecmh~r last, the 

l'onsa lar Body , a t their meeting of 20 th in;;tant, closeh· consi,Jerc•l nnd 

dise nssed the mat ter nnd desired me to s tate the follow ing;_ 

T he Consn lar Body admi t t he g ren.t urgen cy, in the i ntcrc~t of tm.1le, to 

con~ t i tute a Hiver Con~ervaucy B oard having lll11ler its contrnl the works nt 

the bnr or else where fouml neces::;a ry hy technic, dretlg ing, removal of wrcekH 

and other obs tadcs, pilot. ::;e n , ice, floating lig hti', lmoys, etc., ;;nch Board 

hcing nl~o in trustc1l with the fun•ls raise1l from agreed snnl'l~e~, their m:tnll "'e -
"' 

... 
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m ent mul ex:penuitnre anu, if 11ossible, the issue of regula tions nnd perform· 

ance of certain maritime police funct ions, and other prerogatives enunciated 

in your scheme. 

Although it" coRmopolita.n nature and the privileges of cxterritoriality 

enjoyed by Foreign Powers in Chi un demand that snch Board be constituteu 

by an International Convention sign ed at Peking, it is nevertheless evident 

that this constitution must he formulated in Shanghai, where all wants and 

obligatory conditions are knowu. 

The snit.l Com·cntion must de termine the rcsponsibilitieR for the Board 

and its i\iembers' n,cts, carefully avoid in the constitution of sn.id Board n.ny 

political chn.mcter or motive of dispnte in questions of p1·inci plcs a nd pro\·ide 

t he Board with meaus to secure the accomplishment. of its f unct ions. All 

those necessities imply the condition that the Bom·tl be coustitntcd like, for 

instunc<', the Con1pnny for the Canttl of Snez, governing itself hy its statn tes 

in which n,rc forc~cen the right~ mHl duties of the mmnhcrR, the working 1\JJtl 

reprcl;en!ntion of the institution. 

I t mnst he noted that the rcsponsiuilitics of the Board now eontemplntcd, 

fo r its notions, can only h e claimctl before n Court of Consuls, it is therefore 

nece~sary that it.); rights and dutie~ be fonnnlated, ns exactly as possible, in 

regnhttions to be el:tborated preferably in SlJanghni . 

These considerations make it eviden t' that Consul~ cn.nnot be on tbo 

Board ; the p resence there of an~· official element wonltl he of mnch greatm· 

inconvenience than use. 

Finally, the Con~nlar Hotly arc of opinion that a scheme in which the 

al•ove mentioned condit-ion ~ wonlrl not be rc~pccte<l, would carry in itself t.h o 

ca nse of it:< condemnation. 

'fhose arc the reasons wh~' my Collcagncs, before forwn.rding your schem<J 

to the Diplomatic Body at Peking, fonn•l it ad visn.blc to add ress yon the present 

letter aut! a sk if on a.cconut of the above stated considerations the Chambe r 

of Commerce will uot. H nd it. neccss rtry 1n hring some modifieat.ionf; into their 

original seheme. a copy of wh i<'h [ beg to re turn herewith enclo~etl.-1 

have, &e .. 
.J OAQT:Dt 11A RIA T!tA V AS~Ot' V ALDF:Z, 

Cou~ul-G encra.l for P ortugal anti Heuior Consul. 

E. F. Alfol'<l , l~sq., Chairma.u of the Shn.ughai Gcnnra.l Chamber of Com

merce. 
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No. H7 S. H.M.F.)L's Cousulatc-G cnernl 

' 
,. ~haughui, 22ud F ebr uary , 1899. 

. Str,-1 have the honour to ackuowleLlgc receipt of yonr lett er of 6th 

mstant, rep ly ing to the communication wh ich, on behalf of my Collca.,.ncs I 

a<ldressed to you upon the con~ti tntion of a Hi \·cr Conscrvn.ney Boartlo ' . . 

. Th~ ?on~ular Body, to whom I gave kno\v letlgc of t11e said letter, »aw 

wtth sa tl>ifac twn t he amend ments it iuclntlcs, hnt bclieYiug it m;cfnl t hat on ly 

one scheme be forwal'tlcd to Pek ing, they request now the Chamber t~ 
amalgama te the fi rst scheme witl1 1 t t e sng-ges teLl amentlmcn ts and send me a 

new one. 

The Cons~• la.r llotly also cou$i•lcretl the mot iYes that prcYcnted .the 

Chamber t > l · t 1 C . . . ( e lmiHa c t le . onsuls ft'Om the scheme anti , while greatly ap-

ptectatlllg t he reasons that m tlnectl the Clnmbcr to ·ulmit · · · 1 1 • ' · ' 111 prm01p e t mt 

t h.e m tcrests ~f all C onsuls ha1l to b<J rcprt.Jseutccl and H:tfllgtmnlctl as pro

pto~etl, they tl1rect me to statQ t hat the rem·1rk,; of the Consular Hotly 011 the 

subJec t were simply rna.tlc in con.;it!cmtion of a ]ctral. {l l'incl.l>le •t . t!Jc C 1 ·~ ,(,:; Oll ~ LlS 

never can be represented an:l have iutercst:-; in the Ri vcr C onsen·mwy Bon.n l 

an~ ev~ut~1ally hccom e j llllges o1·er t he sa.me Boal'll withont offen•ling the 

s:ml ;mnciple, which conltl perhaps easily be main tlt iuetl and conciliated if 

the Cons ular Body be ent itle<! to elect two Hept·cscuta.t.1· ,.e,o " cho~en amongst 
R esidents of Shau.,.hai.- I Jt ., ,.e "·c 

l:'l "' '(_\) •) 

J OAQCD£ ;)fA m A T tu V ASSOS V ALVEZ 

. Consnl-Gcncml for Por tngal ruul Senior c01::ml. 
E. F. Alforu, _E.~q., Clt airma.n of the Sha nghai G ennml Chamhcr of Com

merce. 

Shangha i G eneral Chamber of Commerce 
' I ' .. S mngha i, 19 th April, 1899. 

. f:itr,-ln reply to yonr le tter of 22nd Fchrn~.ry, I have the ltouonr to 
tnform you th t u C . . . • . a t e ommll tee ha ve l'IIICe had nnJer con~idemtion the 
~chcmc for t he • ·f t t' f C . cons I n lOll o a onser vaucy Boa.rtl omhotlviuo· certa in rcvi -
SIOIIS as Sll"''reste 1 b 1 I . . • ,., "'"' • t .V y ou, a. IH now snlnmt sn.mc to yon in 't . t ' . t . . 
rceommen 1 •I h . I c· . . I s eo 11 c ~ a~ 

l u ~ t H'. .ommltt<'P at t !te1r recen t meeting. 



[ lG·l J 

X 
That the Board should consist of :-

Tw·o reprcwnt.ati,·es selected loy the Consnlar Do<l ~· f rom among the 

resident Foreign :\[crchants of Shanghai. 

The Commi~sioner of Cu~<toms or his nominee. 

Two rcprc~entativcs of the Chamhcr of Commerce to hi' nominated h,· 

the Committee. 

Two rcpre~entatives of the shipping iuteresh; to be 110minated by fi rms 

or person~ who~e eutrauee~ awl elcar:'lll<,e:> exeee<l .')0,000 tons per annum. 

If eon;<idored desinthle t.he Board m!ght sti ll further be inerease(l hy a 

representative of the Mnnieipal Council :uHl a repre~cntative of' t he Frenl·h 

1fnnicipal Counci l. 

The Doard to eled their own Chairman an(! Vire-Chairman. 

A paid Secretary to he appointed . 

The H nrbonr "i\1a~ter and a bo(ly of water poli ee nnrl watchmen to he 

serntnts of the Conservancy Bonnl. 

ln the event of the river being com;cn·ed n competent Engineer ~houlll 
he appointed who will ha,· e Rtlpremc ccmtml (nwler the Boru·cl) o f t he entire 

work. 

1.-Re,qulation (d' Traffic: - To i ~snc snch rcgulati ot1 s as rnay l;e foun<l 

necess:uy for the regulation of the truflie hetween the npper limit of the 

Foreign Settlements to the Red Bnoy in the Y ang t ~zc, mul over all water

wnys (such ns t.he Soochow n.tlll other Creek~) within the area of' th e F oreig n 

:--;ettlements at- Shanghai and the Set.tlement at Woo~nng. 

2.-Dredging and Bl(nding : - No dredging or hnncling works to be 

cn.rried ont in this section of the ri,·er, or in the ahove mentioned creeks, 

without the permission of the Board. 

3.-Removal of Obstac/l:s :-To ha Ye fn ll power to remove nil ohstncle>:· 

in the river or creeks, and where necessary (as in the case of wred\~ for 

example) to recover the cost of so doing from thoBe responsible. 

4.-Control of L ights :-To have complete control of a ll flouting lights, 

buoys, etc., in this section of the river anu of snch marks on sh ore as may 

be necessary for the safe navigation of the ri ,·er, with the exception of L ight.-
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houses, whieb will renmiu •t . . -'1 ·' f' ' .~ ptO>lleu or Ill Clnuso 32 of the Treat.r 
ISJH betweeu Great Britain aut! China. of 

5.- To Re ·e· P· . · ' · c zve 1 opo7lzon of '1 onnage D ues :-Tltc Do•tt'll · • to receive 
n [ll'Oportwn of the tonnage tines paid to the Imperhl ?IJ· : t' C 
Sha I . \V ' •. tu unc u~tom~ at 
~ 'ng tat, oos uug mlll any other port on the W l . " .. 
Cost f h . 

t.tn"'poo, sutfietcnt to coYCl' 
o sue wnrl· o · 1 · . ' t l llt!Os as would he carried out bv tl e l J· ·'- ' -t' J 1 .u uo11r '~ u thor 

I ,les were the Borml not in exis tence. • -

G.-Control a.f ConseJ'l'tWC!J lVor!ts :--In the even t of it . l . . I ' 1 
(by the Boar 1) t " . . • "' >elllg t eett ed 

< o e.llly out th e Conscn 'aucv of the H ivet· ·t i I I f 1 · • ' 1
8 w JO e worl· 

o so r olllg to be nmler the control of tl B 1 ' ·I . . te oan 'even t hough th is may entai l 
wot' ontstde the propose<l limit of the ir jnrisdietion. 

/.-Collection rmd Expeuditu re o f' Fund~ ·-'1'1 
11 

'.! • • te lbard to h•t ,-0 11 
eo ec tion aud expend iture of Ill r I' ·! . I . ' JO 

I L 
L lln< s 1\ tw 1 ntny he rat,cd fur sneh worl-~ 

am to ave the power t f , , o ell orce payment , onee the levy ilw of tb' Tax hw; 
been agreed to hy the ,Joint Powers. . o e 

H.-Police aud fVatchmen : -The Board tu I' l ' Ita vc power to organise 
po tee :we ,or wmehnH.:n to cany out t hei r order ~. 

9.-Contrul of Pilot s ' . . ·. Th ...: ·. - '~ . . el vwe.- e B oanl to cou!rol the S hauvhai l' ilot 
·JC! vwe. .._, o lwense · t 1 · 1 <> " o Je t. ~suec except b y the Buard who willl 
to deal wi th tue~e licenses. . ' unc power 

lO.-Hnj'o rc;<nleJtls r!t' Reg ulations :-With rtwa rd to . f .• · . 
Berva ncc of th 'r . •o· I - -, e en 01 cwg oh-

e t •con a tto n~, the Cousen··t"C\' B.-nnl 1. . • 

concert het we . tl .
1
. . ·" • ' ue!ug constituted in 

en te tea l Y l'o wer · an I t1 C' l · ·• 
I . 

·. ~ 1 tc · un esc Government will 1, . , 
tte power t 1 ' 1.1 \ e 

1 . o sue ~ w"e who diHeganl the n;gulatiou~ lJe fore their C:ou8td-

an< Ill the ease of Cbiuese before the M ix'3d Co ·t :\I· u·· - .. - . . ' 
sence of . '-' . Ul •. t..,t~ tt .tte , I ll the pre-

,t .C orewu :\sses:,or Al l . . h f . I ' o. - " - . s t1t l,; against the Boa rd s hall be hrotwht 
e ote t 1e Court ot Consul· ·. h · 

0 

- ~ Ill ,t. e uame of the ~eeretary of the Board. 

l.- A speei:tl anunal charo·e ou the •tsse ·· ·c I . I t' 
Foreio·

1 
~ t 1 " '· "~ ' \a uc 0 the property in the 

" l 'et emen ts, whieb even at one-tenth of 'I' one per cent. \\'OU!d produce 
some aels 33,000 per unn unt. 

::?.-A similar ebar<•·c 011 the . , . 1 of 1 . o p10perry wlt l water fronla.o·c O il both ~ · I . 
t te rrver ou t:;ide th F . · o· -. ,.., •. I< e:> 

Y 
c otet.,u t:le t t lcmeut:;, lo ut be t ween them t'tt·' tlto 

angtze. ·• u 



[ 16G J 

X 
3.-A tax ou all shipping cutering or leaYing the port · o£ Shanghai, 

W oo~nng or any other port on the Wlmngpoo, in the shape of a snr- tax 011 

Tonnage Dnes to be collect et! at snme time ns Tonw~ge Due~ and b y the same 

methods. This at 5 caud. per ton, making the total charge 4,) caHd. instead 

of 4.0 cand. as fi:wl hy Art. XXIX of the T reaty between Great lh·itaiu tLnc.l 

China of 185!-5, would give an income of Tls. 52,.500 per annum. 

4. - A charge Ol! all merchandise passed through the Customs at Shang

hai, \Voosnug aud any other port on the Whangpoo in a similar manner 

to the present wharfage charges, giving at one-tenth of ono per cent., say 

Tls. 55,000 per anHnm. 

,),-An Imperial contribution from the Chiuese GoYcrnment , equal to 

three-tenths of the tonnage dues collcctctl iu S haughai wonlLI re::mlt in some 

1'1:;. 120,000. l t Leing understood that t!Jis proportion of the tonnage dues 

ha~ becu for many years pnst, anc.l still is, diverted from t he purpo:;e implied 

by the Tronties, into alien channels. A :>imilar contrilm tion to he ma,le 01~ 
all tonnage ,\ue::> which umy be colloetcll at W oosung or any o ther pott ou 

tltc Wha.ngpoo. 

6.-The nggTegatc of these annrml receipts wonl<l prouahly he :mtlidcut 

to cuahlc a coustitute<l antlwrity to rai~c t he necc:;slll'~· capital. 

7.- A :> alrc:uly :;t:Lted (Article :2, section i ) thi ~ consti tutm! authority 

wonltl iJC the Cotlscn·mJ(!y Board. ~honlLl the numud revenue not. he 

sufficient to provide in terc~t and amorl'izatiou fo r the capi tal raised for the 

Conf'ervancy works, the B oard to have power to maliC such i ncrcu~c in the 

tax on shipping, property and t mtlc as mny be ncce~sary to pro•lnce the funds 

req uired. T hree moutbs' notice of ~nch increa~e to be g i,·en to the Consular 

Body, who iu their turn ~hall publicly notify t!Ji~ iucrea::>e at leas~ ouc month 

before it. comes into operatiou. 

8 .-The Board shall withiu s ix woutl~" of' the clo~e of their yearly 

acconnt>l fnrni~h the Cons ular Hotly wi th a detailed ~tatemcnt giving full 

particular~ of their management, receipt,; am! oxpcn,liture during the pas t 

twelve months. T hi:s report ro he onbscquenrly pnblidte<l fo r genera.! iu-

formatior l. 

The Committee of rh i:; Chamber trust t ltat the above sugges ted Hegula 

tious for the Co11s titut iou of o. Conservancy Boanl will so far meet with the 
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ttpproval of the Consular Body that. they mav he nble to t. " 't tl I> k' . J ran .. mt IClll to 

e ·mg for tb e consideration of the Forei " u HelH'esertt· t " " .· l . o ,t !VC~, " · lt l ~~ strOll" 
rccommendntwn for their adoption.-I have, &e., " 

W>r. D . L lT'l'LE, Ac tinrr CluLirm·w 
J M T · '"' ' . . r . . Valuez, E:;q., Consul-Gcueml for P ortugal and Senior Consul. 

1I.l\I.F.M.'s Con:m latc-Gcneral, 

. Shang ha i, 26th ,June, 1899. 

Sn·,-Ou Lehalf of my Coli •a"' · I 1 · 1 1
- • . . , . , e. ouc~ Hn e t 10 uononr to tnform you t hat 

I ICocnetl f rom H 1s Exeoll!mcy D Bemanlo Lie Col D . . · ogan, oven ~"f the 

~~plomat~e Body at P oking, a let ter dated 13th instant, statit;g thaL tlw 

tplomattc Body h:we taken knowledge of the [H'OjJO,.;al tuaLle h\' tl , '-'1 . J • ., IC .::> l<lll <T-

l:tt General ClmmLcr of Commerce for the form ation of .1 H iYcr .Co . 
0 

· 
Boanl. ' · 11sen·ancy 

The Foreign .\Iini:>tet·s 'lL~ ~ircd !l is Exeelleun· t!J t'" l> ly tl t 1 1 1 '. v m . a l lOll<f 1 

they sympa~hised with the proposal, Lefore t ry ing to cuter iuto neo·ot ialit~l~ 
on the 1:<Ubj ect, they found it necessary to cous 11lt their re~pecli\': o·ovcm· 

mcnt~ uu cenaiu poiut' ~ of the :;aid IJrorJosal.-1 h- v e. . <:> ~t e, '""' c·~ 

,JoAQUDl ~Lu:.t.\ THAV.\~M,s V,u,!l t<:z 

, . l'on~nl-Gcucml for l'ortugal allll 1:-ic 11ior Cot::ul. 

\\ . D. Li tt le, E~!{. , Chairm:tu of tl e ._.,_ ,_ . G 1 .~uanguaJ eucral Cbambcr uf l'om-
IUCl'CC, 

H ox•;Ko:srr G£XE RAI, C ILDIBEH OF Co~Dt EttcE, 

HoxGKOXG, 14th September, lR99. 

. DE.\R l:lt.H,--1 ha,·c to acknowledge receipt of your letter of the ~bt, 
uitnno COVCrll!O' CO · f . I . ' · o P) o corre::;pouucucc uctwcen your C ham ber aud the 

( ononlar Body nt 1:\ bangLai in refe rence to the e;;tabl·l~ Il 1·11c11t of , r• B . · ' • ;, vonscn ancy 
oa nl to Le empowered to restore au'l cou~er··c •.lie ~ ' ri rcr approacheo to 

S hnughni , aml requesting the ~ lll>]Jort and a:;sic t,·'tlCC f tl ·. Cl · · . ~ • o ll ,., mmbcr 1n 

lmpressmg npou the Govcmmeuts of t he various Treaty l'uwcrs the im
portunec to t rade of this project. 
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I n reply, 1 am directed to state that the Committee, while q nite in 

I 'tl · 1 l1en1·t1'ly lLpprovin" of the Ilroposal for the be tter eou-sympat •Y w1 1, anL u "' , • • 

scrvancy of the river vnwngpou, the necessity for which IS fully recogmsed, 

:Lre not aware what this Chamber can llo to forwn.rd the scheme. Should 

yon be prepared to recommend any rmrt ienln.r line of action, my Commit tee 

will be pleased to give it cousidemtion.--I am, &c., 

R. CHATTERTON WILCO:S:, Secretary. 

To DuuM~lO~D H AY, Esq., Secretary, SnANGIIAI G8NERAL CIIA)IBER Ol!' 

Cou~mi~CE. 

Nu. 21 i!:l. CoLONIAL SEcRETARY's OFFicE, 

l:IoNGKONG, 15th D ecember, 1899. 

Sm,-I am direntcd by the Govemur to forward for the information of 

the Chamber the eneloscd copy of :L despatch from the Secretary of State 

tiwethPr with copies of the cone~po1Hicucc sent therewith, rei:Lting tu a pro

po:al for est:Lhlishing a CuuHervancy Board for the W uoHung R iver. 

~. H is Excellency will he gla<l to recl'ive auy information which tltc 

Chamber can ~npply a~ to the ctrect. of the preseut st<tte of t-he river upon 

Ilougkong t radc.- 1 have, &c., 

.J. H. STEW ART LOCKHAHT, Colonial !'::iccrelary . 

The ~ccrctary, CHA)IHJ::R Oli CO)DIERCL 

:Nu. 2.54.. Downing ~tree t , 

8th 1'\ovcmber, 1899. 

1 I · t to v ltt fot· ,•tny ohsmTation;; l hat Sir,-1 have l 1c Jononr to tran::.nu • ' , . 

Yoll In:L\' wi~h t u make, a eopy of a <le~pateh, tlotcLl below, f<H'W<LI'll ing a 

iettcr fr:nn t he ~hanglwi General Chamber of Commerce, in reference to :t 

propo:;al for establishi ng a Consonancy Bonrd for the \V uo~nug Hi vcr.- 1 

have, &c., 

EDW .um \V lNGFJELD, for the Secretary of >3tatc. 

The Officer Aumiuistering the Government of Hongkong. 
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Government House, 

Singnporo, 12th September, 1899. 

S it·,-I hnve the honour to give cover to t he enclosed correspondence in 

favour of a scheme for improving the \Voo~ung River below Shanghai pro

moted hy the S hanghai C hamber of Commerce. 

Anything 1dlich t end ~ to tlevelope China benefits tbe interests of this 

port and of Pcnang, and for this reason I should be glad to sec the improve

ment of the \Yoosung Jbr seriously taken in baud if competent engineers 

fl,(lv isc it a nd the Go vcrnment of China can he persnn<lcd to entntst the 

under taking to an honest Corporflt.ion. 

.Some details of t.hc scheme seem open to amendment e.,tJ· the revennc 

from sources othe1· than shi ppiug is very small wl1eren.s the work wi~i benefit 

the whole o f the rivera in prov i nce~ and in the composition of the Bon.nl the 

Shanghai merchant seems to hnve an nndnly ln,rge share.-! have, &e., 

c. n. H. 11lTCHEr.T . . 
The Righ t H on. ,Toseph C hamberlain, ~r.r., & 1~ ., &t•. 

Chamber of Commerce, 
S ingapore, 'ith September, 1899. 

Sir,-I ha,·c the honour to im·ite yonr attenti on to the enclosed le tter of 

2 1st ultimo, from tlw Shanghai Gcncrnl Chamher of Commerce in reference 

to a scheme for tbe cstnblishment of a Con!<ervancy Bo:ml for the \YoMung 

River with th e object of improving the condit ion of t hat river generally all([ 

of the W oosnng Bn.r in particu lar-for many 'years past a cause of great 

ohstrnct iou und con~equen t expense to the trad e of S hanghn.i, owing to m n.ny 

steamers engaged therein being u nable to cros~ the B fl.r and having to load 

and discharge ont~itle. 

2. The Shanghai Chamhet· 1lesi res to impress upon the G overnment the 

gt·en.t necessity in the inte 1·est~ of internMional tmtlc for the es tablishment 

of such a Conservancy Board, and aH it would have a beneficial effect on the 

trade of thi s port and has the fu ll approval of the Chamhc1·, my Committer\ 

hope that the Govemment may be able in some way to lend it~ Hnpport to 

the proposal of the S hangha i Cbambcr.- I llave, &c., 

The Hon. The Colonin l Secretary, H.S. 
AI,Ex. ,J. GuxN', Secretary. 
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HoNGKO!W GE~EnAL Cn.umEn. OI·' C:nun:n.c c:. 

HoNGKONG, 19th J a nuary, 1900. 

Sm,-1 beg to acknowledge receipt of yom letter (No. 2178) of the 

· f l · t I ft·om the Secre tarv of State for 15th nltimo, covenng copy o a ' esp.t c t · • . 
the Colonic~, together with copies of the correspondence sent therewi th re

lating to a proposal for e;itablishing a Conservancy Board for the 'Woosung 

River. 

The correspondence from Shanghai hml alrcaLly been receivetl from t he 

C:hnmber of Com.mcrcc at that por t, aml the Chamber iR in full ~ympathy 

with the project thongh it does not. directly affect this port. I am 1n~truc~ed 

hy the Commit.tee to express the hope th•tt the Government w~ll gtve 

its COI\linl support to the project on gene ral principles. Auyth~ng that 

is likely to conJuce to the allCI'iation of the excessive lnmlen~ Jffi!)osed 

011 shipping frequenting Shanghai mnst be nefit the . trade ~f Chum, m the 

f I · 1 tl ·8 Colonv is deeph• and lllrectly mtercsted. A s development o w uc 1 n . .; · • 

matters no'il' statui, owing to the nn~atisfnctory state of the npproaches to 

Shanghai, which entail heo.vy Jighterage expenses and vexatious and costly 

detentions, aclde<l to the exorbitant. tonnnge <lnes levied there, mncl~ of the 

shipping trading with the Far Ettst which 'il·onhl othendse call ther~ 1s eo~n-

11 l t · 1 t' e pot·t This Ch·:unher will therefore hail with satisfactiOn pe e< o avoi< 11 • • ' 

a nv s teps that cnn he taken to improve the navig·n.tiou of j.he '\Voosnng.-1 

hM·e, &c., 
R. C TIATTERTON WILCOX, Secretary. 

To Hon. Coi.ONIAT. fir.cn~-:TARY. 

The International Commercial Congress at Philadelphia. 
No. 966. CoLoNIAL SECRETAnY's 0 Fnm:, 

1-IONGKONG, 15th June, 1899. 
Sm,--1 am llirectc<l to t.ran~mit t.o yon for an expression of opinion 

from the Ch:tmher of Comnwrce a copy of a Circnlnr tlespatch from the 

-., t f St•tte for the Colonies and of its cnelo:onre relative to t he Inter-,, .. cre arv o • , . · · 
,;~tional.Commercial Congre~~ tu be held a t. Pltilatlclphia in Oetoher next.-

I have, &c., 
,J. G. T. I3CCKLE, for Coloninl Secretary . 

The ~ecrctary, C'HA)fBlO: H OF Co)on:lte~:. 
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Downing S tree t., 

29th April, 1899. 

Sir,-I have the honour to tmnsmit to you n letter from the Director of 

the Philadelphia Commercial :Mnsenm inviting your Govemmen t to take 

part in an Internationnl Commercial Congress to be held at P hiln.uelphia in 
October next. 

The United S tates Amhaswador in London in forwarding this invi tation 

has expresscLl the hope th:tt it will be possible for your G overnment to avail 
itself of it. 

I have at t he same time to enclose for your information n copy_ of n 

letter addressed by the Direc tor of the Philadelphia Commercial :Museum to 

Het·Mnjesty's Consul at Philadelphia respecting this Congress.-I have, &c., 

J. CHAllrBERT,AIX. 

The Officct· Adminis tering the Government of Hongkoug. 

The P hiladelphia Commercial Museums, 

233, South Fourth Street, 

P hiladelphia, ith A pril, 1?99. 

Dear S ir,-From the natnre of Se\·eml enquiries which have reached us 

from ahroml, it would nppe:w tha t rt slig ht misapprehension e xists in some 

quarters concern ing the aim and scope of the Congress and ExpoHition to be 

held under the a uspices of this I ns titu tion i n the City of P hilntlelphia dur ing 

the coming Aut nmu. In onler to leave no room for doubt upon any poiut., 

we beg to restnte t he ent ire matter briefly ns follow s :-

Fi rst, as reg:mls the E xposit ion, which is the outgrowth of the work of 

this Institmion and which w ill be he!Ll in the C ity of Philadelphia from 

September 14th t.o Novemher 30th, 1899. Thi~ enterprise is officinlly 

de~ignated "The Philadelphin Exposition of 1899, n Nationnl Exposition of 

Ameri ~an i\hnnfadnt·ers for the Expansion of Export Trade." A s it~ na me 

in\licates, its fi t·st object will he the exhibit ion of American protlucts with n 

view to extending the fureig it trade of t his conutry. I t is trne that iti! plan 

also includes the showing of good.~ f rom other couutrie ~, bnt ·these will not 

he in the untnre of inLl iYi<lnal exhibit~. They will rather consist of trade 



0 
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samples carcfnlly selected by our commi~;~ioucrs n.hroatl and classified in ~uch 
n. manner as to alfonl those who attend the E xposition an oppor t.nnity to com

pare American \l·ith foreign gootls in certnin lines, cspecin.Jiy those sold in 

t.hc open markets of the world. TllC admission of iudititlnal foreign exhibit~ 
wonltl be impossible with the ~pace at onr commautl . Although 200:000 

square fed :trc contained in the magnifiecnt bu ilding now being erected for 

t.hc ExpMitiou, the it~tl i cat.ions alre:Hly are tlmt this will not snfl1ce to meet. 

the demamls of onr own mannfactnrcr~ who tlPsire to mnk e display~. 

Secondly, a~ regards what i~ now officially tlc.;ignat ecl as the " I niC'T· 

national Commercial Congress" : This Congrc;;s will be opened hy the 

President. of tlJe United States in person, 011 October 10th, and will be :tll· 

emhr:wing in its charae tcr. lndtations to Fe!Hl tlclcgate::; nnd pnrtieipn te in 

its tlel iberatious have been forwarded tlrn.ngb 1he Stnf<' Depm1me11 t. nt 

\Yas hi11g ton to 11.1 t.l ifferent conntrie>'. En eh c·t>llllti'Y i8 t o l•e represented 

hy ouc delegate. Chmnhers of Commerc:c nllll ~imilar lrod ies in a ll pa1·ts ol' 

t he world have also been invitetl to send two or thref• tlelcgn.ies each. A ll 

regnlarly at:'eretl i te•l clelegates from G overnments a ud (;ommercinl hotlie~ 
will he the g-uests of the City of Ph ilatlelphi:L during the g c~ssions of the 

Congre~s. The fullest :mcl free~t tliseu~~ion i" a~~ur0d, and it i~ tle "i retl that 

delegates will he i n~trn ctetl to present pnpers npon snt:h mMters ac; lll;\y Ire 

of benefit to the countries partiPipati ng, anol for the general adnw eemeut of 

in ternat ionnl C'ommeree. \Ye s hould recei vc (·n.rl,v notiee of the :-<11 hject~ to 

he presented in onler tha.t the official pro~rammc mnv he i~"tH"tl in time !"or 

general di strihutiou. 

\Ve may athl that, in acldition to the cl(•lcgatc;; a lrently men tionctl , le:Jd

iug bnsinesR houf'CS everywhere will he inviteLl to ~end represC'ntn t ives in a 

private capacity to attend the Congress antl Expo~ition, aml " ' P wonl<l be 

pleased to haYe )·on suggest the names of ILH mn.uy as posHihle in :our eonntry, 

if you have not. already favonreLl ns with t h e ollme. T hey will fin d this an 

exceptional opportunity to make a desirable lrnsiuesR trip at a mini mnm ex· 

pen se (redncet.l transportation rates, &c., being now nnder negotin.tion ), anrl 

w ill be enabled to make busine~s connections on the spot, su,~h ~~~ conltl not 

at any other t ime he possible wit hout making an PX tended jonrnf'y to nll 

parts of the Unitecl State~. 
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T rnstiu0" tl.Jat the a.uo··.. · f' • • v Ill ormatwn may cuable von to answ' f" 11 
any e11qniries tl t • • er n v 
. . . . l.a . may come to yon, :md thanking ·'' OU in :>tl nmce for th~ 
fa\ om of :tnswenug the same.-\V c beo· &c a' ., 

W. 1'. Wu.~;os, D irector. 

H on. W ilfrcd P owell, Cou:;;ul of Gre,·tt·. n . . .,. . o n l.at n, '0~, L rH·nst S tree t, Ph ib-

de lphia, Pa. 

ll o:St:KOX(~ G E!\EHAI. CuA~l ll"l~ 01-' co~DlEUC£ 

lJOXGK0!\17, 22utl ,fuue, 18!)9. , 

D EA lt ~m,-I am instruc ted bv t he Committ"C to irJv ·t 1 · , · " t e )"Oil to 'I'C· 

pn.::;cut t ll S Cham ber at the International Commercial Couferem:e r I l 11 
at P hi ladelphia in 0 ·t I . . ·O Hl lC L c o Je t next, eom rne:WII J" nu tlr '• I·Jtll f tl I . .,. · ~ ~ · o · HLt mout 1. 

' 
1 ucg .ro forward for yonr information a eon." f I r- ' 0 t w He port uf the 

Chamber [or 1898. from which von will .rather wiJ·tt "LI'C tl 1 • • . • • '-' ' ' lC Sll I JCCt:i that 
fot the presen t mterest a nd alfeet the Colorl ' '· , Pcrltaps the •tnestion of 

m~~\interest to. th is port like ly to eome ;up fo r• di~cussion at the conference 

Wl re the tartlf tbe Uni ted S tttte,; Goverllment intend· to I . . · 1 , . , · 
1 

. . ~ · e\ Y oil tmports 
.tilL. expor b lit t re Phdtppines. Unless some tariff fa r more liberal to 

forCJgnors than that imposctl ll lldcr t he Sjl<tuish ' \\' 1 1'egime is sanct.ionecl <LI 
.· a.~ tingtou the developlueut of t.mlle in th i~ important group of itila nd:; 

must prove di :;nppointiugly slow.- I am, &e., 

. . . R. CHATTEHTU~ 
l A 

, WILCOX:, Scc~rcta ry . 
0 • .,J. TowssE~D, E str., N ew York. · 

l-loxtili:(rXti Grc~ EitAL Cn .ur HE!: O F Co ~Dl ~ l(Cf:, 

HoNt; KoX<>, 2G th ,fnn e, lt:i!JD. 

1:-il R,-l hou· lc·w c to · ·l· 1 1 · .· . ,.., • .le ,now et go rccmpt of yonr letter ( ~o. 9liG of I . 
luth l!lstaut t ral . . t" . . J t H.: ' ' Ji5111J t 1ng copy of Circular 11e 'l>·ttc l l' . 1 L• • t;t• t f I . ' ~ ' 1 IO!ll t lC ,.,eeretary of 

.L e or t lC Colouws aml of it.s euclo:;ure re lati vc to t.he 1 t . t " • 1 C 
mercial C er .,. . ll etna IO!J.L. om-

ou"u~;;s to he belLI at Plnlndelphia in Oc tober l c ·t l X. 
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tn reply, I am directed to ask you to kindly inform His Excellency tl~c 
Goveruor that the Committee have invited Mr. A. M. TowNs~:Nn, Agent 

111 

New York of the Hougkong aml Shanghai Baukiug Corporation, to a t tend 

the Cougrc~s a~ reprcsenta.ti vc of this Chamber.- I have, &c., 

H. CHATTIW.TON WILCOX, Secretary. 

To Hon . Coi,ONIAL SECRE1'AitY. 

HoNGKOXG GEXEltAL CuAliBim OF CmDIERCE, 
1-IONGii:ONG, 26th ,Juuc, 189H. 

DEAR tim,-In response to the invitation convcyeu b/ letter, aml Ycr

hally tbrongh Mr. 1\IEDERLEIN, for tl1i,.; ChamLer to semi n delegate to the 

fortheomin<Y Internatiowtl Commercial Congress at l'hilndelphia, I am 
0 • d 

lirected to con vey to yom Bottnl the thanks of my Conumttec an to 
t • N 
inform yon that they hnve asked 11r. A. ~1. TowxsE.ND, the A gent m _.. ew 

York of the Hongkoug n.nd Shauglmi Bankiug Corpora tion, to represent the 

ChamlJer at the Congress.-! am, &c., 

R. CIIATTERTO~ W ILCOX, 1:\ecrct:try. 

To Dr. w. P. \YIL>;ON, Direct.or, Philadelphia Commercial :Musenm~ . 

· Tu ~-: Pnll.Alllci.l'HL\ Co)D!Eitci.u , .Mus£1-Dii', 
23 :3, South :Four th ~trect. 

Pull.Al!J.:LPHU, 2 1st ,J uuc, 1899 . 

DEAR Sm,-Panlon u~ if we make inquiry whether, n,; Prc,;ident of the 

lluug kong G enem l Chamber of Comme rce, you received t wo letters of 

invitation from this Jn ,;titution dated on or lthout lTebrnary l st. 

One of these letter s ealletl att~ntion to the work of the Philade lphia 

Commercial Museum in building up intcmational commerce and m~ttuall y 
Lcnefittiug the producer~ and consumers of onr respec ti ve countr ies, :tml con

cludcll by ex tending an in\'itntion to join om International A.dvi sory. ll o~trd , 
which ac tion it was explaine d would carry with it no pccnnwry oL!Jgatwns 

on your par t, Lnt would at once put yonr ChmnLer in touch with the l.Jcst 

coi~mercial organizations in th e world and pro'l'itlc connections in t he United 

States whereby ttll y our wisbe~ :tnd recommendations would be made known 

to the American people thereLy enabling your members to es tablish most 

desirable business relo.t.ions . 
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In the secoml letter, as a prospecti,·e member of t he Advi,;ory Bmml, 

your Chamber was invited to send two or t hree delegates to t ue lH terna

tional Commercial Cong ress which con venes under the auspices of this 

Institut ion on October lOth, 1899, and whieh will Le composed of duly ap

pointetl represeutntives fro m Governments and ChamLcrs of Commerce ami 

similar organization~ . All duly accredited delegate~, it was exphtiued, would 

be the h onoured g ues ts of the city of P h i lndelphia J uring the sessions of t he 

Congress. 

Interest, in this import-a nt gathering , we may state, is cou:;tantly in

creasing. vYe have, through t he Departmen t of Stnte at Washington, 

received t he assurance thnt the G ovemments of Great Britain , Hussia, Greece, 

Australia, Mexico, Peru, Venezuela, G uatema la, H ond nr:ts, H ai ti and China, 

have nlrerLtly accep t-ed the invitation to send delegates, and are :tssnretl also 

from other sources t hat A rgent ina, Boli via , B razi l, Ch ile, E cuador, J muaica, 

Japan nml Paraguay will be represented. In fact, many moro of the 133 

Governments which had been invited will no uouLt he heart! from favourably 

in due time. 

Of the 800 Chamber:; of Commerce a nd s imilar orgauizatious in a ll 

part s of the world to whieh invitation~ were sent , 196 are nlreat!y repre

sented on t he I nternational A dvisory Board ami wil l send delegates to the 

Congress. 

There can, therefore, be no doubt of tuc suece::;:; of thi~ most desirable 

(•ommercial gathering , a nd we woultl nrge upon yom cnterprisiug Chamber 

the importance of being rep resented in its deliberat ions. \V c \\'OU!(l al,;o 

urge upon your member::; gcnem.lly the g reat (lesim hi lit.y of making a Lu:;i

ness trip to the U nite:! States upon the oceasiou of the Exposition o f 

American l\Ianuf:tcture~ whieh will be held from BeptemLer 14th to X ovem

bcr 30th, and conceruing which we Leg to send you some additional p rinted 

matter under separate cover. 

Hoping that we may have the pleasure of heariug from yonr ChamLer 

at an early da te aud that it may be po::;sible for it to participate in the even ts 

aLove briefly alluded to, we beg to rem:tin,- Yours, &c., 

W. I>. WILSON, Director. 
To the President, The H ong kong Goneral Chamber of Commerce, H ong

kong, China. 
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5o, 'N ALL STREET, NEw Yo1~":, 

Hlst July , 1899. 

DEAR S1n,-I nm in receipt of your letter of the 22m1 J unc, inYiting me 

to represent yonr Chamber :t t the International Commereial Congress a t 

Philadelphia next October, and in reply I beg to ~<LY that it will give me 

much pleasure to do so; aml I shall be very glu.tl or an opportuuity of doing 

something to ad van cc the interests of the Commerce of yonr Colony . 

Thanking you for the copy of the Report ol' the Committee of you r 

Chamber for last yeu.r,-I am, &c., 
A. ~L TU\\'i\SE:ND. 

The Secretary, Hongkong General Clmmuer tlf Commerce, U ougkoug. 

l:'J-JILADELI'IIIA, 4th Angu;;t, 1 8~9. 

DEAlt Sm,-Wc are in receipt of your letter of ,Jmw 26th, iu which you 

inform us of the appointment of Mr. A. M. Tow:-.;:;E~D, the Agent in ~ell' 
York of the l-Iongkoug allll Shangha.i Banking Corporatiou, to rcpn)SCil t the 

Chamber in the lnternatioual Commercial Congrcs~. \V c nre \'ery much 

plca~cd ttt this uomin<ttiou aud a re sending him personal ill\·itatiou to attend. 

Trn:-;tiug that hi;; attcudauce :tt the Cougrc~::; may be mutmdly l!euc

lieial,-\Vc rcmaiu, &c., W. P . WILSO~. D irector. 

~lr. lL Chatterlou Wileox, Secretary, Hongkuug Chamber of Commerce. 

~o. 18tH. C•JI-0:-IIAL SECLtETAUY's OL·'FLCE, 

U oNGKONG, 30th Octol!cr, i 8mJ. 

Sut,-1 am tlireclet l to iuform yon that this Government. has lJecu fur

ubhctl with a copy uf :L letter addre~~ctl by the Director of the fortbcominl( 

]nteruational Commercial Cougresti at l'hihldelphia to tbe Under S ecretary 

of State for Foreign Affair:;, in which it. is noted that ~Ir. A. M. TO\\'S

s ~::-m of New York will repre;;;cnt the Colony of Hougkong. The D irector 

sttttcs on behalf of himself aml his colle:tgnes that "Mr. Tow );::;E.:\1-' and the 

other eoloui~lrepresentatiYcs will he welcomed at the opening ::;es,;ion of tbc 

Congre;;::; and hope:; th:tt nothing will ocunr to prevent their a tteudance.-

I have, &c., 
,J. H. STEW ART LOCKHART, Coloui:tl Secretary. 

The Secretary, CHA~IBER Ol' co~mERCK. 
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.50, \VAu. STREET, NEw Yom;:, 

D 30th Oc tober, 1899. 
EAR Sm,-I now hcg to hand yon a copy of the proceetliucrs on "China 

Day, at tlle Commercial Congress at Philadelphia and am glad ~o report that 

not only was t.hc meet ing well attended hut I belie,·c will help cousidemuh· 

throng-h the Press .l\'otiees to increase the i nterest in this eonntl'Y "eller• ll··. 
I T I o •

1 1 

Jll t te r::t< c ancl P olit i<'s of tlu~ Orient.-I am, &e., . 

A. M. TOWNSEND. 
The Secretnry, I-Iongkong G eneral Chamber of Comm<•rce. 

EXTRA CTS FR O)! BEPOJ>m ()I ' 'I'll " I · • • ' • . c. NTERNATIOXAJ, ColniJ.:ROIAL CoNGR~:ss. 

. Pnn.A DF.J,PIITA, Octo her 1 Sth, 1899. 

D1rectM W P " 'n sox I t · · · .. · :- gtves me great pleasme this mornincr to 

have' the opportuuitv of intro!lncin" as Chairman f tl. . "' 
, • _ _ T • "' • • ' 

0 11s ~e~swn , the l-Ion. 
Con:sr.r.n s N. Buss, of New York. (Applause.) 

Hon. CoRNELIUS ~ n1 rss. G l . . , , ... ~ , .- ent emcu.-I thank yon for the privilege 

to ex~teS8 ~ny apprccmtwn of yonr kindness in inl'iting me to pre~-<iuc over 

!he dcltbcmttons of t hi:< China Dav, ns _r llnder•tntt<ll't to f· e l tl • • • ·- ' J lJ 1e programme. 
After a few brwf oh><et'l'nt inn" I :<hall O'j ve t tl . . -1 • "' wav o 10 1egn nr hn~mes;; ol' 

the da~· . 

O f the many cxpoHition ~ that. have folloTI'C<l I " t le Ccutenninl Exhibition, 
organize,[ in t he "Oo<l C'it , f P I 'l l 1 b' · • <- • ) 0 n a< e p m, cnlnunating in the 'White Citv 

of Clucago, none has he en, it seems to me of crreater pra t' I . . 
• [' ' iO> c lea ltnportancc 

or ts tkely to have lnrgcr influence on the commerce of the world tllnn tl . : 
E ·I'])' . • 

0 

' liS 
,x n JftOn, nr- Congress, insti t ntc<l hy the Philadelphia Commerc' I M 

H ere we haY er· 1 '" I . . . ' m • lti'enm. 
. . c. o'tt !CH ' I he officml representatives of cormnereial hodie~ of 

the < l~lef hn~lllC>'f< eentres of the world for conRidemtion, f:tce to face of tl e 
<!omphc·tted - · 1 ' , 

1 

-• q llCl;t lolls t tat m::t v lead to t he pcrpetn·t tion of . . t 1 · and tl f . : • ' p1c~eu . re atwns 
le Otmmg- of snch other~ aR may he found nmttmlly a'l vantageon~>. 

re<·· ~om~erce ct~nnot be condncted on sentimental lines; it depeuds npon 

. tptocatwn of mtcrests that will make i t faidv remunerative to tho'c ' I 
engage in it. If )!'ices of . . • :; " lO I - · om merchan<hse arc not eompct.iti l' e with tl . f 
oThe1· eount · ~ ·r h 1 . 1ose o 

ne., l t c exc Jange~ fnl'or other capitalf', yon, gendemeu of t he 

-
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Orient, will not trade with this part of the Occitlent. It must be our joint 

effort here to establish a basis for condnct.ing the vast business which awaits 

the enterprise of the commercial men of the east aml west. We, of America, 

arc not entering upon a new and untrictl field in proposing bnsiness relations 

with China. and the Imlie~. In the early days of the republic, and np to· 

recent. times, when the telegraph, railroad and steamship changed the current 

of trade, our ships went out to the East loatled with American products, re· 

turning two years later, if they escapetl the dangers of navigation aml :M.nlay 

proas, bearing the teas, spices and silks of the Orient. The nroma of those 

car"oes still floats about the old warehouses of Central Wharf in Boston and 
0 

in the old counting rooms lingers an occasional venerable whitc-hairell mariner 

who loves to tell of the dangers and triumphs of his career. He occasionally 

writes t.o the papers lamenting the decadence of onr shipping, and decline 

of 
0111

• foreign commerce, not realizing that, although our commerce is not of 

the macrnitudc that it should be, it is sti ll a thonsantl times greater than it 
0 • 

was under the oltl conditions, when he sailed his beantifnl l'lhip of five or stx 

hnntl red tons for the S t.raits and n. market. 

Possibly the mcrcbn.nts of the United States have not been so aggres

sive as they might h::wc heen in seeking new fields of activity, bnt we hnve 

not been an itlle people. The coming census will show a population of over 

seventv millions ; our resonrces h:we heen Jc,·eloped to a marvellous extent 

in agriculture, in mannfactnres anti in mining, :tn<l our vast territory haR 

been eoYeretl with telegraph anti rnilron.<l lines. 'Yestwanl and still west· 

ward has been the march of the people, from the Atl:tntic to the Pacific, 

until to-dn.y a great population rest>< on the border of that once lonely look

ing ocean, looking still we~twtll'll , aml with tl'lle commercial instinct they 

say to yon of China, Japan m.1d the ishnuls of the ~ens : "Let us take counsel 

together, and, acting for our mntual ::ulvn.ntage, Jet. ns cover this silent oeem1 

w ith fleets of swift laden ,.;tenmships that shall hear in interchange the pro

ducts of the people of the Orient and t.he Oceitlent, that may rival the eo m· 

mercc of the Atlantic on our eastern bortler." Then will come, after 400 

years, the 
1
:eali)',nt.ion of the dream of Colnmhns, and the we;;tern rontc to 

Cathay will be open to the commerce of the worltl . The event.~ of the pnst 

two yem·s have given to us n. commtmity of ueighbonrhootls. A s yon mer

chant~ of China sail townrtls the Continent of North America yon will find 
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yonr first g reeting under our flag at Manila and ngain at G nam and nt 

Hawaii. That we hold under t he soYercignty of the Unitetl States these 

cou1·enicnt stations in the Pacific is ascribed by timid citizens, who are afraid 

of commerce and expan~ion of American commerce, t.o a tlcsirc on the part 

of the government and people for imperial power. N:o snch word ns im 

perialism exists in the American vocahnlary. I prefer to believe that it is 

the old-time Providence in the Gotl whom the fathers believed, that has not 

only permitted, but commanded, t his nation to delivet· the people of thfl 

Philippines from the opp1·ession and tyranny of the centuries and to g ive to 

them, as will be done in ·Jnc time, the blessings of peace, civilization and 

gootl govemment. As near neighbours to yon of Chimt we desire to cultivate 

with you the closest commercial and friendly relations. \V c desire to see 

your vast ancient empire maiutnin its in tegrity. We ask no spccinl "s~llCre 
of influence," so callctl, which appears to be only nnother term for uisiute"ra-o 

tion and ruin for Chiua., but we hope to see her ere long abandoning the 

policy of seclusion, come forth in the light of her ci,•ilization ant! power 

and join the communi ty of nation s, to shnre in the prosperity that awnits the 

grand commercial development of the twentieth cent.ury. 

Proceeding with the regular order, gentlemen and delegate~, the first 

paper to he read this morning is by Mr. An·raGn E. DowLEn, dele.,.ate 

from the Chamber of Commerce of Shanghai. "' 

Mr. ArrTHUR E . Dowr.ER :-To tbe engmssing subject which we are 

discussing to-day, I IYonld like to add a few words wi th which, in as concise 

a form as possible, I will emkt rour to lay before yon some suggest ions and 

:acts wh~ch appear to me to be especially applicable to th is occasirm, although, 

1)1 the tune at our disposal, it is impossible to treat so prodigious a subject as 

that of our trade with the vast empire of China in anything like a manner of 

:vhich it .is worthy. Still i~ is uni!onbtedly the hope of all that any seeds of 

mfonnatwn which we may, on this occasion, be able to plant, will, in future, 

bear gQod fruit and enable ns to secure a portion of Chinrt's tmde commensu

rate to om position as one of the foremost p1·odncing na tions of the world. 

A~ any one who studies the progress of nat ions can easily perceive, the 

11rodumng capacity of these United States of America bas uow reached a 

stage which far exceeds the consun1ption, and the mtio of excess is assuming 

grca~er proport ions year by year. It is, therefore, imperative for the manu-
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facturcrs of this country to look ·beyond its border for mat'kets wherein they 

can profitably dispose of their goods, and I say that onr geographical posit ion 

points out the vast Empire of China and the continent of Asia with its yet 

undeveloped trade, as pre-emi nently ours. The nH,tnral course of erents in the 

world, the enormous natnral \realth of this country and the character of its 

people, precludes the possibility \\'hich some would have us follow of a con
tinuance of onr past seclusion, or what I would take the liberty of termil1g, 

a· continuance of a hermit trade. 

With the adoption of a colonial policy by the United States, we mny now 

hope to sec a rapic1 dewlopment of the schemes for bringing this country into 

closer connection with China-I refer to the laying of the Pacific cahlt> and 

the building of the Nicaragnan Canal-the latter of which wi.ll bring ns on the 

Atlantic coast thousands of miles nearer to China and make ns independent 

of the present Suez route. It will bring ns v.·ithin easy reach of a market con

sistin()' of ci()'hteen nrovinccs-I refer to China proper onlv - with an arra of 
t"l 0 t "' 

1,300,000 miles, a popnlation of nearly +OO,OOO,OOll souls, eqm\l to ahont 2!10 

per sr
1
uare .mile, a country in which the germ of progress i;;; now making fast 

strides, and in which the possihilit,ies are limitless; a ya;;;t empire in whid1 \re, 

hy right of treaty, are entitled to the same pri,·i!egcs as those enjoyed uy 
others, or by the most favoured nation. I ask you all, therefore, to earnestly 

support the policy of the most rigid mai otr>nanr.r of American rig·hts, and to 

demand the security of American trade. 

To he sncccssfnl in China we must hare a fuller knowlcllgt~ of its rcqnirr

ments '<1llU he in e]ose and. Llaily touch with its people, and f look forward 

to the day when this country may haYc close ties-nnt1 I might :o<ay fnmil~· 
tics-with China, as our English and Gcnnrtu friends. It is this clo~c con

nection which brings distant countries so much nearer lwme nnd make~ 
them so much more nnder~tandahle to them than to ,\mcricans, who are so 

sparsely represented in the Empire of China : hnt 1vhile on this point I can 

only reiterate and emphatically endorse what mo1·c than one of ronr eonsnlar 

agents have stated, that it is worse than useless to scJHl to China, as repre

sentatives of American enterprise and trade, any hut those of nndonhteclrepn

tation and bnsin~ss ahility, fot· a Chinaman is C<tp:tblc of jndging men perhaps 

as well, if not better, than most other hn'man beings, and in one's ucalings 

with tl1e Oriental chamcter, and knowleclgl' of character plays a grent ri\le. 
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_ I cam!o~ too ~u·gently call to the attention of y0 111• mttuufacturer:; the 
unportance of stntlymg t he requirerreuts of the umrkct for wl · 1 d • • • · HL: 1 your goo ,; 
~re 111tendeLl, an~l of clo:>ely following minute details, which grcJtly accounts 

for th_c sncccss of our Em·opcau competi tors. Shanghai, which is known as 
the New York of ('I· · · t l · · 1· · · • · .1 un.1, 1s JC g1 eat 1 rstr1 hutmg ccmrc of the north. Its 
1mport and export tmde :unonuts ll.J>J)roxima tcly to ,;: -o OUit) Otltl '1'1 , •• ' , . , . w means 
of comm1micatiou in China are at present primitive, being chiefly eonfineL1 to a 

great network of watcnrays. IL is, therefore, most impor t.a ut, iu the makitw 

np of gooc1s, thnL Lhc ~izc of the paekages. nte., shonlJ Le atlaptcLl tu th~ 
manner and mod•) of transportation, eithel' hy steamer, jnuk or paek animal. 

,\.noLhcl' imvurtaut maLter is that of tn 1c lll'.' t'k" t'01· tl1e ( '.1 · 1 'u " " ' . · Hnaman . a.ys 
great store or worth on brands. E\'(Jil now, with our gro1ri u~· trade witr1 the 

gast yet in its inft.llC)', th is question is lJeginning to cause c~nfnsi un, owill"' 

Lu ~he ~imilarity of lmmd:; used by different timm, mHl it is only Ly the e~~ 
Cl'C~~e ,Of ~O:ll:tesy and t'X trcmc good-will that llOW exists lJctweeu the represeu
tatn es of Uluna firms ami maunfacturer:; in tl1is country tl.tat \I"C are able to 
avoid greater incouvenienue Iu rcO'·tnl 'o p1'cce o·oo·ls I Id _ . · "'' " - , u , wou · suggest to 
m~~n.nfactu.rcrs the mau\'JSauility of selling or giYing the monopoly of their 

~ngmalmtll brands to any one pa:'ty. This, in my opiuion- which, I believe, 

rs ~;lmrcJ hy many others-restricts Lhe co11sumptiun of your wcll-kuo1n 1 mill 

hra.mls, and I wonld propose that such monopolies of a cloth or article, if 

tlcsJrcU, he eonli.nerl to pri vatc lUMk,s owned by 1i rms in China . but 1, ·cp tl . . ' ,c lC 

ongmcll mill l.J r·;uH1s OL' makes open to all traders. 

\.Vhile 011 the suhjec:t of bmllll~, I way be allowed tu cxprc.'is the hope 

Lhat Ill ~omsc of time, it will be funwl feasihlc ~o alhpt a pradical, casr. 

mcxpeusl\'e method for the registration of trade marks in the same nmu1:cr 
as that. at present pursnetl in England. 

Tl · . , . len a~atn, I w~nltl eall your serious attentiou tu the matter of iJ ilality. 
A Uhlllaman rs at all t1mcs an excellent J' udo·e as 10 whctl t"t' 11,. 1· . • • 

. "' v v :s ut 1s not 
gu~tlng his money's II'Orth or goucls as l'C!Jrescntr;d and this fact is I t1 · k · 
th' ' ' 11 u ' Ill 

18 conutry, little appreciated. It matters not whether it be locomotives 
rm ls 1rater-pi[J 'S · • . d . ' , ' ~ , pteee-goo ~. soap, mw cotton, or any other article. .\.t all 
tunes the C}Ua!it t b · · Y lllUS . e mamtamcd, and the thought ever present that we 
do not desire the trade merely for to-day or to-morrow ; but to get and 
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maintain 1\ foothold through the excellence, price, worthiness amT regularity 
of otu' goods which will bring ns to the foremost ranks of traders with China. 

The matter of deli,·erics is also often a vexed qnestion here in America. 

Of conrsc it is to be found all over the worlu ; bnt is, I think, a little more 

accentuated o,·er here than elsewhere. In the closing uf contracts with 
China, there arc mauy matters to lJe taken iuto consideration, such as freights, 

exchanges aml opening and closing of nadgation, etc .• which mry according to 

the time ou which you figure goods willlJc sltirpcd, and the cautions merchant, 

as a rule, when closing a contract, arranges for the freigbtin~ and exchange 
at the same time that he fixes the prices and Jatc of deli,·ery with the manu

facturer. You can easily, therefore, conceive that if the latter does not fulfil 

his contract in rrgard to delivery, it not only leads to serious complications 

with the lmyet• in China, hnt also to considerable loss ofttimes in excbange 
and rate of freight. I would advise manufacturers, therefore, to he very con

servative on this point and allow a good latitude for deliveries in making 

contracts. 

If we intend to secure our share of this export trade to China, it is of 

vitnl i111portancc that we should at all times be prepared to catrr to it. At per
sent the outcry is often heard tl1ere, that it is useless to !!ndea,·o:lr to build up a 

regular t.rade in this or t11at line of Awericau goods, as yon only nsc China 
as a dumping gronml for surplus stocl;;s in time of trade depression oYer here. 

Therefore I say to the maunfactnrers of this couu~ry, now that you have 

entered upon the policy of expansion-now that you rlo earnestly intend to 

strh'e after foreign trade-follow the example of your Enropcau competitors 

-set apart a portion of your plant or adopt such other methods as will make 

you always prepnred to entertain such lmsincss and to supply a regular trade. 

Do not look upon the business as one of only to-day or to-morrow, but as one 

that will be with you always. 

1 ha\·e often heard the question propounded as to which is the best 
means of bringing American wannfactnres and prodncts before the notice 

of the Chinese and !mow of no better medium than that so sncccssfnlly adopt

ed hy our European competitors, Yiz., through the intermediary of the great 

commercial houses long established in China, many of which are representee! 

in this countt·y and are bending their energies to-dr.y to extend their Ameri-
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can business ; bnt find · 1 th' , comt~aratJvc y little support from manufacturers in 

.~s. countty, although I tlunk I can safely say that the ' ··n b 1 
willmcr to rr' , 11 h . ) \\1 c on Y too 

" "I\ e a t e necessary m formation and hclJl- 'l llclt' u f·J t I 
th t tl · · . ' ' c: assume 

a liS ts one of thmr objects in heing on the spot. 

I th' k 1 · ~ m a so the .adoptwn of a parcels post on a Iil•cral basis with the far 
East would prove of ltnmeasnrable mine, as the mc·ms of sendincr .. 
small lll k 

1 
• c- or rccernnrr 

.' : e ages or smn p cs l~t present are primiti re in the cxt : t. . • ." 

tlus country and China. - leme uct"ecn 

. Now :o gi re you an idea of the gi'OII'th in trade hctwcen the two conntri •s 

m one artwle alotw, viz., cotton- lJi c .,. d 1 . c. 

1 
. c e ,..,oo s, < nrmg· the firs t se,·en molttll~ of 

t liS yctw 202 Gr2 1 ' ., ' ' .) pac mgcs, approximate value $6 000 oou · , __ 

P
ack 0' • , , , agam:st 11 n,-t- 1 1 

'loes, approxunate ntlne $;1 'iOO uoo f . tl . . . . ,, , . ' or le se~me pcnod of lasli veal' 
1\ ere exported f · tl · J ' , . . ~om us country to tlte Chinese Empire which with its 
tecmmg populatwu of 4VO,OOO,OOO has as yet Le~n cxpl~ited o l , . 
borders T b .· tl · 11 ) un 1ts 

. 0 llllg le SIZe anu possilJilities ncal'Cl' !Jome Jet tlS 
some of tl · . • comptLl'C 

le provmees with the ::ltatcs of this Union. 

Hupeh, population 33,000,0u0; area about 

01
. 

1

_. the same as [ndiana and 
no comu!lled, wiLh G,ooo,ooo. 

Honau, 22,uoo,oou ; area same as i\'lis.souri , \rith t ,75o,ooo. 

Szcchuen, Gi' ,uoo,ooo . ·u·ca ,, 1.0llt tl ' ' ' "u 1e sam'· ,·1s Ol11·o I 1' I ll' · .1 J( "' , m 1aua, tnuts, 
a nu cntucky, with 11 ,5uo,ooo. 

K w;mgtung, t!l, OOO,nuo ; !irea the same as. Kausas, with 1.501J,IJ00, etc. 

I ask you therefore · 't · bl , ' IS 1 ]JOSSl . e to oYerestinnte Lhe '1. . ,. • f 
trade in su ·1 t . ' posstul tlH.:s o 
lJe t l . . c 1 a vas empu·e, all points of 1\'hich are slowly but smely g·oincr to 

HO\\~ open to the world by a system of railways, some now in c~urs; of 
constmctwn others j}rOJ'ectcd 1. t f ' ' uu so m· ouly 1350 miles completed ? S 1 
a trade prospect as this thrown open to us is worth ha\'J.ll" ·•n l •· . t ' ue l 
the ut t lJ . . ' " " t prowc mer to 
. mos ; ut to dll;cuss this I should have to llass o\·er frO!Jl tlt "' 

ctal to the 1' · . 1 . • . e commcr-

ft 
po ltiC,t ' anu, as .,Jus latter aspect will UC pnt before von tl . 

a ernoon I would re t . . t If 1. J ns f 11 . s llC mysc uy connuending- to vonr mo·ent notice tl 
0 owmo· clauses whi ·I · h c • "' Je viz. : " c J a;_-Jpetu' m t e treaties between China and this country, 

" Citizens of the T.J nited States resortinrr to C~hl.ll'' fot· th com · "' " c purpose of 
merce wtll pay the duties of import and export prescribed in the tariff. 
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They shall in no case be subject to other anu hig·hcr duties than arc or shall 

lle rettnired of the peuplc of any other nation whatever, am1 if additional au

vantagcs of whatever description he conceded hcreafLer hy China to any othm· 

nation, the United States and the citizens thereof shall be ent itled thereupon 

to complete, equa~, and impartial participation in the same." 

Further, in a later treaty : 
"The contracting parties hereby agree that :>hould at any time the Tntsing· 

Empire grant to any nation, or the mcrclmnt8 or uitizeus of any nation, any 

right, privilege, or favour connected either with m\vigation, connnert.:e, political 

or other intercourse, which is not conferred hy thio treaty, such pri,·ilcge and 

favour shall at once freely inure to the benefit of the United States, its public 

otiicers, merchants, and citizens." 

And I would ask you if tlli~ does not, giYe us thJ right to reqnirc, of the 

l~overnment of the United Sta~es, :1ction am1 snpporL to maintain our rights 

aL all costs, to maintain the absolute equality of trade adnmtag•~s, the in-

tegrity of China. 

There is nu <\rticle in the Sevtember Hnllluer of the Xortlt American 

Uet:iew, cnti~led " Ex Oricntc Lux," \\Tit~en by l\lr . .\RCHIBALD Ln"l'LB, than 

whom there are probably few uetter judges of the situation i n China, and to 

Lhose who lmve nut already read it, I woulu suggest doing so. In it ~lr. 
TJIT'l'LB says:-" The only c1ucstion for America to decide is : H ow fat· is 

it wise for her to abandon her presl'nt expectant policy in ·the far East and 

to actively interest herself in the international strng:gle. of which the Ch inese 

metropolis has unwittingly become the distr.tcted centre? For," he adds. 

;; there is little doubt that e\·ents in China a re hnrrying to a crisis, anu that 

every nation th:1.t would safeguard its interests in the face of such a crisis 

must decide on the uourse of actio11, form a definite policy and be prepat·ed to 

meet eventualities that all can foresee ." 

In conclusion, l congratulate tbe Philadclphi<t :Museums on the great work 

which they have inaugurated. We look for good results from the joint cll'orts 

of the American Asiatic Association of New York, the Ameri e<W Association 

of China, and the Philadelphia Museums, and I ask your cordial support of 

these three important bodies who are working so earnestly in the interests of 

American trade in the largest m~rket of the world- the Empire of China. 
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1\-k TIIOS. R WHEELOCI" · I '11 • • ~ .- Wl not, occupy your valuable time by 

pla~mg.before yon the numberlcEs oppor tunities for the exllansion of t .. d 
whiCh 18 ff · 1 · Cl · ra e . o ereL 1ll J mm, as the ground has been so ablv covered by ma . 

wrtters-·a paper which appeared in the J Olll'IJ ',\1 of' t]1e . n} American Asiatic 

Association of .T m~e 10, by Mr. FOORD, covers the .0'. rotlltd I - ,.., so completely that 

recommend it to your perusal and seritms consideration I do th' 't] 
Mr Foo , k I 1 . ts WJ wut 

•. RH s ·noiY ec gc. and hope he will pardon me for the liberty I 
takmg. . am 

There are 1 · . ' sercra qucsttollS of vita 1 importance to ShanglJnl· I . I to 
hmw b f1 . tl · c ' .. w1s 1 

. . "'. e Ole liS ongress~the principal one being the Conservnnc of the 
Rn et Whaugpoo (upon whiCh Shanghai is situated) and its approacl:es,. 

This is a question which has b l . • een >eforc the mercantile community of 

~hanghai for a great many years, and efforts have constantlv been mad t 

m~uce the Chinese Gm·ernrnent to do something towardR improvinO' tl:emo 

wtthout., howcYer, any success. "' ' 

It i~ now eviJent that noth ing can be expected from that quarter and a 

scheme IS proposed for tl f . t' . ' . Je . mma IOn of a Conservancy Board, with full 

anthor1tv to carrv out all 1 ... , k f . . • Jecessa.! wor ., o nnproYement and to collect funds 

to corer tbe expense of snme. · 

f submit herewith a full l'Cport lll)Oll the whole . o-l d . . qucst.wn, and shall be 
"'a to confer Wl bh your representat ives ns to the hest means of brin<Yiu.,. th 
matter to t lle 11 t' f tl · G "' "' e . , ~ tee o ns oYemment, as it is of rital importance that the 

pO!t of Shang·har he made avnilable for the laraest stenmslt. ,.., " lpS. 

d 1 Th: navigation is becoming mm·e danget·ons year .lw rear and fnr ther 

e ay IYJII render the work more difficult and expensi\·e. . • , 

There are many other tlnestious ~o be consJ'deJ•ed ,· . Cl· . · · n connectwn with the 
'Hna. ~rac:e, a~d .I shall he glad to meet and co-operate with vonr repre

sentatnes m brmgmg- the moRt im portant to the notice of tltc Go .e - v rnment. 

~he pr.incipal of t!t~se are the placing of the transit pngs system upon 

~ ~Ole. s,ttlsfactory baRIS, and the opening of the inlnnd waters of nal·icration 

tl~ o~CJgn vessels .. This has already been done to a certain extent. hn t ~:uder 
e ptesent regulatiOns the privilege is of li ttle val ne. 
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These questions are of vital importance to American and British mer

chants, and as their interests are identical some concerted action should be 
taken to place the trade of these countries on a more satisfactory basis, and to 
insist upon their treaty rights being respected-these has c been and arc being 

dolated in nnmber\e;:s instances. ... 
I would turn your attention to a memorandum upon the present con

dition of foreign trade in China by Mr. C. 1. DunGEON, Chairman of the 
China Association in Shanghai, published in the Nm·th China Herald on the 
30th of ,Jannary last. Althongh this me~norandum was written in the inter
est of British trade, it places the question so clearly that I ha\'e pleasure in 

submitting it for yonr considcmtion. [ RerHl1\Tcmornndnm.] 

Hon. CoRNELIUS N. Br,ISS :-We now have the pleasure of hearing Mr. 
TowNSEXn, delegate from the Chamher of Elommcrce, llongkong. 

1\Tr. A. M. TowNsEN J> :-In speaking this morning on behalf of the 
Hon()"konrr General Chamber of Commerce, I \Yonld say that 1 represent no 

"' "' mea.n city-though sixty years ago Hongkong was an unknown and barren 
island, to-day it is not only one of the most beautiful cities of the world, bnt 

commercially one of the most important. 

Tt may surprise some here to hear that the annual tonnage entering the 

port of Hongkong is 8,000,000 tons--which I heli1·.vc is ne:s:t to London and 

I1iverpool as a shipping centre. The atmnal trade of Hongkong is ,·alned at 

2ii0,00ii,OOO gold dolltu·s, anti the place i:; ali,·e with business activity. 

Foreign banks are established there. Among its factories it has tln·ce large 

sugar refineries, glass anu match factories, cement works, ice factories, cotton 

mills, tramways and thr~e b rgc docks, and the import:mce of Hongkong will 
still further be increa<;ed when it becomes the southern tcrminns of the ~ren t 
American Railway from Hankow to it.<; atljacent colony of Kowloou. Hnt 
:\t t.his time llon~kong . mnst har e a special intnest to this connt.ry, lying ns 
it does on the highway of 1fanila, and being so closely conncctetl with the 
trade of the Philippines. In the tirst place it must he an interesting question 

as to what the womle1·fnl growth 'lf l fongkong is due ; and the answer to that 

question is free tmde, open ports and gor4!rnment ; and in nrging on this 

couferen()e the importance, the neecssity of <t lihcral commercial policy in 

tlealing with the Philippines, I speak with no uncertain Yoiee. The develop

ments the prosperity of the nHti,·e interests demand this no less than your 
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own trade. In Hougkong ''e hare long witnessed the stran()"lin()" effects in 

the Philippines of selfish and rcstl"icti re com!uct·cial legislntion,
0

au; now with 

the ~;\.merican flag we look for freedom, progress and prosperity. w c arc not 

afratd of prosperous neighbours ; we like them. I think it mnst be obYions 

to anyone who studies the question that many acts of protccti\·e legislation 

thaL may be acceptable in this connLry would be quite unsuitable to the 

situation in the Philippines. Take, for insta~1Ce, the Anti-Chinese Immi D"ra

tion Act, which ~t is proposed to apply to the Philippines. In this cou~try 
you have the h1ghest form of intelligent labour, resentin()" the intrusion of 

iufer~or labonr ; whereas there you ha,·c inferior labour awai~ng the impulse vf 

snper10r talent. There is no demand for any such law from the natives, and 

so far as the American residents m·c concerned the Chinese would not ·come 

into competition with them, but would he most usefnl allies. The Chinaman 

is a born trader and the Filippino is not, and it is to the Chinaman that you 

have to· look for a reliable and useful middleman in de,·elopinrr and expandina 
t d . "' "' y~ur ra e w1th the nath·cs. In fact I do not see hpw you can do without 

hun, not only as a t1·adcr bnt as a ~o-betl\·een, in the matter of canyinrv out 

public works and contracts. "' 

. Al~hough it is ~remature to at tempt to discuss the subject of the cmTetJCy 
Ill Mamla I would hke to make a few remm·ks on that snhjcct. The banking 

currency and the money of commerce in Manila is the silver Mex-dollar. At 

the present time what business there is there is mostly in connection with the 

Un~tcd States army, who naturally do their thinking in money matters in 

Umt.cd States gold dollars, hut when commerce again resumes its; course then 

the .Mex-dol~a1· will still be the nat ural cnncncy, and it would in my opmlon 

he ~ntroducmg. an unnecessary cansc of friction with the natives to try to 

make any rachcnl change nt present. The wheels of commerce will run 

smoothly on the accustomed sil\'cr hasis for some time to come. 

. Kow I would like to say one w01·d ahont credit, which is the soul of 
busmess I so t . · 1 "tl · . me 1111es meet W1 t 1mcn so shrewd, SOJ)lcver, that they tell me 

lat they trust no one." T think this shows n. lack of knowled(J'c of the 
nsc the , •. tine the nee ·c f ·1 • .l 1 • "' . ' • , css1 y o creu1t, n.nu t 1cre 1s no stronger evidence wanted 
of tl1e desit·e t h \. · t1 · f . 0 pus ~ menctHl tra c, and to make use in an iutcl!iD"CIJt way 
0 all _the mds provided than is offereu hy this great exhibition and tl1c work 
of tlus Con "ress . d . t . . "' · , .tn 1 IS r.vcn necessa1·y to l'lonnd a note of \Hil'lli ng 011 the 
othrr s1de of the question. 

,, 
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I believe myself that America is desti ued to control a large and i ncreas

in" share of the tmdc of the Orient, and the caution I IYOnld venture to give 
0 • 

is, that in dealing· with new markets it is not neees1mry to deal with new men; 

Lhe ol<l arc hettet·. There are plenty of old established houses in the China 
tmclc re:u1v and able not only to nntlcrbtke but to co-operate wi.th yon in 

introdncin:· all kinds of new hnsincss until snch time as i t seems to you nd

viHable to ~stabii~h yonr own lHmsc:> there, and by deal ing with them you will 

])(~ ~a1·el1 from many disappointment:; and had debts. 

And tinally, there is no subject that T can call th~ attention of this Cou

<rress to of more importai1ce than that of the necessity of mnintninin~ in 

;heir integrity all the pri1•ilcgcs and r ights now existing under treaties with 

the prese1;t Government of China. Tl1ese treaties provide for free trarlc, 

subject to modern revenne duties with all the ports of China open to fnrcig:n 

~rn.de, and ,vith a hnge trade looming before you it surely behoves this Con

gress to use all its influence to prevent any of those rights being- in nny way 

infringed or curtailed. 

(The Chairman then introduced J\ir. En:HETT FnAREU.. ) 

) f 1•• En:RJ,TT F PASl<:R :- Of om good friend , :\fr. ' l'oi\"XSEXD. I can 

;,peak from a very long acqnaintance and a g-reat many :;curR of residence in 

China and .Japrm and the East. He ifl a ,·cry modest man and yon mighL 

not nnderstnad the infinenee that has bel'n exerted for Lhc good of the lar g-e 

insti tution o1·er which he pre~ides in Xev• York. }fany of you may not know 
this gcntlemau. I will say he is an E11glishman and that he has been with 

ns in Xew York for a gt·eat many years. He is mnna.!!."er of the Hong-kong: 

~nd Shanghai Bank, the large~t banking insti tution in the E:a~t-Tndia. 
Chimt, and .Japan aml all institutions engage in trade wi th tl1e r nited :-;tates, 
Oreat Britain am1 the Continent. The goo1l that banking institution ha~ 

11onc in hnilding up om· trade J can sp<'ak f" t·om personal iutc1·comse an1l 

transact.ion~ with thaL baf'lk going back to Jf!f,() in ~hanghai, when f WaS <l· 

rc~;ident there of fifteen years. I will tell _you that we owe more to t lw 
Hongkon<,. and Shmwhai Bank than all of tl1e banking institution;; in Chi11a 

.._ 0 ,b 

put together. Ao; an English gentleman, T may say he is about two-thirds 

:\ mericau. His trndc is Amerir..an very brg:ely. We are t reated as merehants 

so hononrably aJl(l e$teem that hank so mnr:h -anrl, yon know, 11·e lun·e nn 
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.\merican Banking lusti tutions 1·et, althuuo·h sLepJ)itw 0 11 ) .1•8 to, 1 
• o • o ' LS, llJaV ~3.\" 

that l hope we ma:v soon, with the pro pm· development of the Phili ppi;ws_"_ 
hu t.. to-tlay tw haukmg in>'ti tut ion exi;;~;; in China tlmc eau attend to the 
bus111es.<; between these two countries Y01 t 11•1"11 ") ·t J'.l 011 1· · t f · . • 1 , u me or 111 er cruw 
Jll:~t here, hut I fuel in tlnty Lonml for a little further in tt·oduction of ou~· 
fnend, ~fr. Tows~mxv, and the htr"t bankino· t" t.t"tt"'· 11 t 1·0 11 11·]11· •)1 [1 . . , 

• , .... " " t; t• rupt·cseucs. 
His paper on Hongkuug- iil a Htn:>t excellcut one. 1 conhl :>ay much more 
but I must not infri ng-e on your Lin1e. ' 

lion. Uous~:a.u; ,.; ~\f. BJ.rs::; :-1 can cerLaiul.v corroborate ,11! that .\fr. 
I·' JUI"ilm lws :>aid, if it needs cor~·obomLiuu. It neYer oceurreu to me-i\f . 
T . • t. 

owxsJ..:XD :s so 1rell known in l\ew YoL"k-Lhat he nePded <t speeial introt1nc-
t,ion to this audieuce. 

CORX.I-:J, r t ·c; :'11. Bu:-;c; :-Tk: uext J.l"jJ"l" ,, .• ,.[! 1 I 1' ·· l' " ~ tt: I}' ',.IUJ, ::i. ' l1;CHl;lt, 

delegate h·om the Wicuer Kauftnauni:-;cher Yerciu. 

]\Jr. E.\I.IL K. F r:-;cmm (from :·ihanghai ) :-One of ~he ;,ubjccts Lhat [ 

puG up foi' <1iscu~siou at this Congress wn~ " Uuneuey and Bankitw " 

e01u1Jiued wi t.h the money 'JUcstiou. }'or tho:-;e 1rho arc acquainted "~th 
the .trade of Cuina anti those who are intending· to enter into Lusine~s 
reh~tJOns with this eountry, there is uo qacstiou more import-ant than the 
Cutuesc currency and banking problem. The dcfcutir euess of the Chinese 

cmTcw:y even i:-~ eoufinuetl hy the greatest Chiuc~e arlministration tlw 
Imperial ) faritime Customs, which i« ,,0 ,·cmc<l. 11\· }< 111.0 ' 'I 1 , . • . . ~ o " ' peans. .~ JOO '· 
" Cluna s Deledi\"C CmTencv " waH Jmblishetl 1"n 1""- l 1 1· 1 • , · .., " r J.)" on Cl' o t te 

lnspector-Ueueral of Customs, hnt uothitw seem:> to h·t\·e lJ"Cll 1 · • ., . • • l OIJC SIUCC 

Lh~tt Lime. !>nr i ng almost forty ccntnries the ChiueHe <; 01u 11mcnt only 

t:olllctl Lhc so· called copper "casl1," which is a small metal coin h"l" l.ll"" .1 ~l H b (. 

smal stplarc hole in the centre, in or'Jet' that a number, mostly aLuut a thou-

Hand, may be carried on a stri ng. I must state that 5UIJ to 1 ,vuo of these 
'·ea~ I " l 1 · '· 1 . are on Y t te qmvaleut of ;i;l.OO. Jn form er times thc~e coius were 
111

' 1dc like small knives and spades. I do not ~~-aut to cuter more fully into 
tbe qncs'iou of tl · · 1 ' 1 · " us emu, lllc on y to say, that there seems to l.Jc no r1ncstion 
hnt that caol1 'tl"e ] • . · 

• v . • IJCOllllllg more scarce every year. 011"iug to t he hicrh 
pnce of tl · · 

0 

copper, 1e mmtmg of cash has become unprofita lJ!c, and good copper 
cash are mostly withdrawn, to he used by people in the nmunfacture of all 

-
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kinds of copper g-oods, so that the circulation of these coins is becoming- nJry 

limited : still there is a great need of them because the great mass of people 

want to lmy thcit· rice and local products "·ith this money. All the nmnnfac

tnrers of Uhina suffer on account of the high price of cash because they ha,·e 

to pay labourers in this coin. 

If we look into any of the books rcfening to the money and coins of the 

whole world, we will find that China hns a sih·cr currency called the '' tacl," 

but in reality there is no such coin brought int•) circulation hy the Govem

ment of China. For mos·t of those acquainted with Chinese affairs, this 

currency called "tael " remains a myth, and it is trnc that most of the 

foreigners arriYing in China soon give up trying to penetrate the mystery of 

this fiction. They only know that their bank accounts are kept in tacl aml 

that all they buy is to he paid in tael and all they sell is inroiced either in foreign 

currency or at its equivalent in the Chinese so-called "tnel." Not only is 

there no uniform tael standard for the whole country, lmt the most astonisll

i U!F fact is the exisLeuce of different tael' in one place : as, for instance, in 

Ti:nt~in , where you can fiml about eight Jifferent tael to count 1ritb. One i~ 
tliffercnt from another. Each go,·ernment ndwinistmtion in T icntsin has its 

uwn st;wdanl n~lnc of truJe. Of eumsc, there is no one tacl in 'l'icnL~in un 

1
rhich everything is calculated. This is the loeal eommcreial tacl of T ientsin, 

but it is queer enon~b when you consitler that t-here are so many different. 

ntlnes in one plaee alone. 

For those who arc not acquainted 1rith Chinese reckoning I ~nst g i H! 

some explam•tiou regarding the tacls. What is a tael ? A tael reprcseuls 

one part of a Chinese weight. The Chinese reckon with picnl:;, cat tics, tacl~, 
mace, caudm·cens, and cash. These are only the names uf weights adopted 

by foreig ners in the trade with the Chinese. The Chinese names r<~~peet.h·ely 
arc Tan, Ching, Liang, Chienfen anJ Li . 

One picul has 1UO cattics. 

One cattie has 16 taels. 

One tael has 10 mace. 

One mace has 10 candnrceus. 

One candareen has 1U cash. 
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'fbercfore you can see that a tacl is only a part of a weight of a picul. 

Piculs arc reckoned exelnsircly for the weight of merchandise. One picul 

is equal to 133} English pounds, but as to the t.ael, this has a different 

weight in each place, according to the fineness of the si lver used in this place. 

These taels are the standard of the curi:ency. 

There is no coin made in Cl!ina which ttl'e taels, but the re arc ingots of 

silver of different weight which we call "sycee,'' or silvev shoe. The system 

of silver shoes was established in China about ten or fifteen centuries ago. 

Sih'er was at that time brought to China in bars in exchange for goods sold. 

This prevailing system, which, as before stated, has Hlllllerous inconveniences, 

is not exactly a lllerchaudisc and is not yet a currency. I t is one used to 

represent the r(<Ckoning cnncncy called tael. This is the unit of imi10rtant 

cowmcrcial transactions. The ingots or shoes are reckoned according tv the 

number of taels' weight which they represent. The name of the money i& 

the same as its weight. Therefore, speakiug of ten tacls is the same as speak
ing of the ,·alue of ten tacls' weight of silver . 

The short time which is nccorded me tu speak ulJunt the eurrcneY does 

nut allow me to gi l'e you any more information auout the different tael~, but 

I w~mt to sa~ that the Chinese buy the silver which is imported by the 

foreign hanks Ill uat·s from Euglaud and AnJCrica. Tllcse Lars ar·e me!Lcd 

down into ingots of about seven pounds' weight, which ingots have the ap

pearance and form of a cer tain kind of Chinese shoe. The Cl1incsc call the 

shoe " sycec," wlltch means "fine si lk," because the silver could he sewn into 

fine, silk-like threatls. These ingots or shoes lmve cer tain stamps from local 
official authol'ities of the placc>s. 

I only Ciill see tha~ fur the ptugperity of this great conutry it would be 

'·cry necessary that a change in the system of the cuneucy ought to he 

adopted by its Government. If the currency of China would be administ ra

ted like the Customs, under European supcrvisiou , then I am sure that, like 

the imperial Customs of UlJit)a, it will be of great importance to the conntl''' 
'l'b J . 

ere have been certain mo,·emeuts by 1liffercnt goremors to erect mints. 
The f n·st move in this tlircction was made about ten years ago by the Vicewy 

of Canton, who establishetl there the greatest mint in the world but this 

mint nt the present day turns out , ou account of high copper pri~es, only a 



[ 192 ] 

y 
Yery small qnantit.y of copper cash. Other mints h:we been crect~:u :;incc 

then in Hankow, Tientsin, Nanking, auLl other places. These miuLs turned 

out a great quantity of small silver coins of the value of ih"c, tcu, and twenty 

cents auu circulatcu them, uut tl1cy ne\'el' succeeded in uringing into t:irculn

tiou auy quantity of Chinese dollars. 'l'he country people in general object 

to the acceptance of any of these coins. It is only in the tradiu~ ports that 

the sil11er coins have uccomc the rnedinm of money exchange. 

T want to state here that it is almost exclnsi,·ely the ~lexican dollar 

which is imported from abroml thc\t serves ns a meuinm of exchange iu Lhc 

trndiug ports in the pmchase of ncces.sary articles for foreigners as well ns 

Chinese. In southern Uhinesc ports the Hougkong dol!.tr anJ the ,Japanese 

silver yen is acccptE:U for the smnc purpose, lmt as for large commercial trnn

s:tctions, the loca.l taE:l is the only b<tsis of reckoning. 'fhcre is a continuous 

basis of cxclumge between taels, dollars and cash, which iluctnate according 

to the market value ; if tbc foreign merchants did not have Chinese employes, 

(compradores anu ;;hroffs), who are accustomeu to all these complications, 

they wonlJ. never find their way through these money transactions. The 

l;Oil1lllereial uc;tlings nf the European \\'ith the Chinese which are lmscu on 

taels arc mostly balanced with money orders on Uhincse b,mks called bank 

chops. These bauk chops are plnceu hy the foreign merchants into the hands 

of their foreign bankers, who are entrusted with the collection. 'fhe banker 

t:flllects the silver shoei; ns soon as the bank chop is tluc and pnts the si I \'Cl' 

into his Yanlts. There is no d cr.ring house in China, and the h<ml's who 

receive so umny hundred thousands of tacls a uay or have to pay as many to 

another bank, ,.,-ill hnve to uclivcr it in actual silver weight. Jt eau easily be 

imagined what an incuH\·cnieuce this is, ttnd as before stated, it wonhl be 

yery dcsit'<\l>le if China would adopt a currency on an international uasis. 

I do not waut to refer much to golll, as this precious metal, which is 

found in large qmw tities in the north of China, is UlOStly dealt with as mer

chandise. UolJ is uought by the foreign banks and shipped to Europe. 'fhe 

adual n~lnc of the gold shipped to l~urope in 18!J-l \\'as 12,7 J G,727 tacls. 

This was the highest amount exported from China in the last t(ln years. 

In 1808 the export of gold amounted only to 7 ,703,:'H2 taels. China is 

trading ou a sih·cr basis exclusively, and suffers very mnch from the depre
ciation of the white metal. :Merchants do not know how to calculate their 
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imports .. They always want to expect raisin!! excllaTJ!!'e~ . . tl t lk ~ ·, ·' On the other side 
1~ .ea, st and other products, of cnnr·se, derlend ott .. tlle , tl t fall of silver, and 
HS cons ant fluctuati on of cha . l 'ngc ts w tat makes the co t' . 

ment among business men Tl . 't . . . u mnons exmte-. us st natton renders eXllOrts ver d 
and the imports \·ery diffic 1 ~ s• ks y angerous • . n ' · ~ "oe bono·ht ·tt one t' 
by the following- Jmt·c]>ases tnade . t . f" . ' tme are undetTalned 

. '·· ., ' a an m cnor rate of . 1 , .· 
bclllg compensated by an increase of price in China or abt·o· , cilxc r.'mTlge, ~nthont 
al

·e sttff · · 1 '
1 

• · JC exportct" 
· erllw m t 1e same w·1y w·n tl . · · s . ,., ' . 1 wy suc0eed m gett in{l' in China . . 
t <>ncy ou modern principles ? Will th b . . "' .o . ' a cm-. . ere c a t ael comed in the r l 
~t, t,he regt~lar standard, or will they generalize the use of the doll:~~: ar ~·a.~ 
IS a (jlleSttOll very hard t . f . · 'Jbts ' o answei . t will depend IIJ10ll tl 1 . 
cnmstanccs the rin · 

1 
f 

1 
. . · te nnm Jer of crr-

' p ctp e o w ueh wt ll he a larO'er ot· smaller de . f 
fcrenee bv for · 

1 
"' ' gtcc o iriter-

, .. etg-neJ·s w 10 are doing hnsiness in China. rn • 
abolished . -' he cash cannot he 

This is all to which the Chi nesc look to bu thei . . · 
hoped is to see once a uniform . . . y 1 uce. All that can be 
erl \"\Tit . If ever these tb. . cunlency a~d constant relat ions with an adopt-

. - tugs can 1e l'eahzed one lll 'l. f . , ~reat proO'rcss for the Cl . 'y 01esee an epoch of 
c. , " • • . nnese as well as the foreign merchants. Incx·tr·J·-
uahle comphcatwns hevond the t·each of c 'd • l . . . ' . a er en"a mtellect ·md tl b . 
ll1g, nnd profits derived therefJ"Om is ·•ll tl t fi , ' J.e argam-

1 
. " 1a re ects the Chinese · 1 T 

C ll11eSC arc rather COilSClT:lt i VC C • 1\ . • llllll( • h~ . ' spccta v 111 monet-trv qnesti d 
to ehano-e their enrl·cncv luw . • . ' . . ons, an attempts 

• • ,.., . • ' ·C many tHnes fa tleu, lmt it wonld be th ()' . 
ptogtess to the r·onntp· if •1 e ('!. . e ,._ teatest 

• • ·· J " 1 · nnese Central ('or . . t 
circnlatitw money medium on f , . . . . ' unmen would adopt a 
d<>ri \'e a ~~rent h fit . oreign pnnetples, am! assnrNlly China wonld 

' ,., "' cne . 

There has hcen t' n tl te• 1,·•-,'t fe •. , w ye·u·s a O'l'e t 1 1 
enterprise in Chi na Tl t' ' . ' " a t eve opment of industrial 
and ' . . . tc une seems near when also railroads will he hnilt 

opened tlnonghom the \'ast r.onntrv :\l ines will 1 
affet:h the expansion of t l " t .. 1 l . : • . , le worke(l and will 
. . . L t ,t, e : anu tt IS to be hor1ed tlJ t ' f 1ency w 11 f .

1
. a a 11111 'orm r.nr-

t aCJ Jtate the commct·c~> of Cl . . ,.. · una 1t1 general. 

Ha,·ino· for m·tnv · . 1 
I

. . ,., . , • }Ct t:> Jccoconnect.erlwith th G> · B -
uu, Jt was my special obJ'ect d . ll l . e \:llllan ank of i'5ltano--
. Oh' ' nrmg a t us time not onl t t 1 . '" 
Ill !nese money mat ters hnL to 't l 1 ' . . y o t\ \C :m mtcrest 
( 'hinesc books with the ai~ of m (~~ .'H y t ~~ Chll1c)Se money question from 

Y " unese t.c,~eher. (Applanse.) 
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The Fourth Congress of British Chambers of Commerce. 

Tm: Lmmox CnA)tBEH o~· Co~DIF.RCE INCORPORATED, 

BoTOLPII H ousE, E.o\STr.HEAP, Lmmox, E.C. 

7th Jnly, l89fl. 

Cl b f Commerce who were 
D S -The Council of the London unn er 0 ' 

EAR' m, Cotwresse;; of Chambers of 
' I . f . the or"n.nisntion of the three o . . . 

rcsponst >lc o1 :- . 899 1 1896 have recently deculecl 
Commerce of the Emptre held m 1836, 1 ~ n.rH ' to be hell towards 

1 'tl tlte OI'"'l11li.;atiou of a. similar Congress ' to proccel w1 · 1 ,.,. • bl t 
the end of ,Tune next yen~·. This dnt.e is selec ted as likely to be St~tta. e io 

. fa h .r"e number of Colouinl merch!l.nts !l.ml tr:ulels "ho, t 
the conYentcnce 0 

• · • "' 1 I tl erefore 
. 1 '11 be !l.ttctulin<> the P aris E xhibition in 1900, ant am I . 
;t exped.et , w1 • "' . . .. 

. . opera te 111 th1s Con<rres:;. to in dte yonr A >'soctn.tton to eo- o 

. r ·t or which appears on 
• represent!l.tive Orgn.n ising Comnutteo, a ~~ . . J e 
~"- · 1 1 . t 'ts meetm..,. on un 

pacres 3 mul 4 of this invi tation, lHt.S been f~rm&• '~n\ ,\ t I afford m:terial for 
0 

_, f tl 0 followi 1w list of toptcs as like Y 0 • • 7th a.pproveu o l "' 

diRCnl'sion at the Congres:; :-
the Mother Country nntl H er 1. Commercinl R elations between 

Colonies l)lld DependciJCies. 

2. Inter-Colonial Tmtle Rcln.t io n~ . 

3. Foreign nn'l Colonial Bounties. 

4. Foreig n Compet.ition. 

5. Boa.r,ls of L!tbour Conciliu.tion an•l A rhitratirm. 

6. Codification of the Commercial Law of the Empire. 

7. Bills of Exchnuge: l_Tniform pror.ednrc. 

8. Bills of I,:uling H cform. 

9. Commercial Education . 

10. The D ecimal Sy~tem of W cight.s, ~!ensures, tmd Currency. 

11. Light Dues. 

12. 
Hnilwn .v Comtnnnicntiou with Intlia Rnilwnys; Lig ht Rnilwny;;; 

nml the East. 

13. Secret Commif.'sions. 

4 A •·bitrntion for lntCI nnt ionnl Disputes. l . 
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15. Imperial Trn,Je Marks Registration and P aten t Law. 

16. Cable Communication : Construction, R ates, Codes. 

17. Steamship Communication: Rates, Subsidies, War Risks, In

surance. 

18. C loser connection between Governments and Chamber;; of Com

merce by estnblishmeut of Commercial Advisory or Cons nl

tativc Councils, H ome mal Colonial. 

19. Supply of Government Publications to Chambers of Commerce 

and l\Iutnnl lnterch nnge of Document~. 

20. Heprcscntn.tion of Unite•l Kingdom in Colonies, and in other 

parts of the Empire for the promotion of mutnnl t rn.tle. 

21. Appointment of an Imperial Council to consider commercial 

question;: of Imperial intere st. 

22. Copyright .. 

23. ~funicipnl Tmdiug. 

I t is not intended that the foregoing list should be exhaustive of the 

questions to be considered by the Cougrel!s, hut that it shonltl only be rc

ganletl as snggcstiYc of suitable matter::; for cousitlerntiou. 1 urn therefore 

to request t hat ~·on \\·ill inform me, at the> earlie~t possible moment., whether 

your As~ocin.tion ltpproYcs of these subject~ bciug brought forwnrd, untl if 

so (a) whether yonr A:;~ociation 1lesirci! t,o su bmit any specia l resolutions 

thcreon, and (h) wh:u suggest: ions, if :wy, yon hn.Ye to mnkc a~< addi tions to 

the programme of bnsine~><? 

Invitations, ;;imi lar to this, h n.Ye been fonvanle•i to the Associations 

whose names are n.ppoud(J(l hereto ( pp . • 'i-i ), nntl in the event of your being 

aware of the exi:;tence of :t Chnmher of Commerce or s imi lor Commercial 

Associntion not inclndetl in t.his li:st, in any part of the Empire (and especia lly 

iu your neighbourhoOLl), I am to ask yon to be good enough to kindly trans

mit nn indication of its st,v'le and acldt·e>s t.o me, by an early mnil, in onlcr 

that the Org-;tllis ing Committee mtty C<Yl)~i der the tl1'simhility of extending an 
invitation to f"nch botliP.s. 

I t will materiall y ass ist the O:·gauising Committee if y ou wi ll, without, 

Inking any deci!;ion as to your A;;~ociatiou bringing forwar1l any special sul.

jcct or re~olntion heforc the Congre..;s, kimll.IJ i1~(orm me at. your earlies t 

...... 
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/. October next, as to the decision 

convenience, and, if possible, not later t tan 
'0\ll' A ssociation in regard to this invitation to be re~resented at the Con-. 

of ) . . f . b. t or resolntwns recommended b) 
gress. A commnmcatlon o any su JCC .s w hi eh l shall h ave an 

Y
our A ssociation can follow snbseqnently, npon . . f tl 

. . f l ."th von nltbotwh, I ll new o . Je 

Pportnnitv of commnnica tlllg urt Jer "I . , o () .. cr 
o • . . . 1 ·irahle that the rgan lsm., 
wide tli~trihntion of the invite<l hodJC~, lt IS ( es .' 1 • t s likelY to 

. . . . . · f i nforma l toll as to sn 1JC<' · · • C' 'ttcc "honl<l be Jll pos~e~siOU o . . 
-omm• · · . 1 !. . outlt~ br(m·f' th.r meel mg 
he h ronght forward for eon~iderntiou rtt east I IN!P m . . 

o( the Congress. 

• • E tl ' names of tlelcgntes who may 
T o facilitate the tmBsmiSslon to us o lC . . . 

. 1 1 • • hodv I hnYe ple>a:;me Ill e> udo~ ' ''l! you ,\ 
he eventuall y nom mate( )y ~Oil! • • 

nominntion form. 

11 
. t tltat. in Ol"ucr to a<hl to the importauce allll representn-

1 won ( poiJlL on · ' · · 1 l l 
. . 1 .. lle that e>aeh (jo)oninl Asso<:UltiOn s ton (' 

t iveness of the Congress, Lt ts < esnn. l • . . • 
" . t l t one or two re:;i<lential colomsts to lepl e-

hr n.~ possible, delegntc a cas "bl 
as ' • . l .•. :tion of London merchants heing, as fa r as posst e , 
oent them t le JIOlllll ' I . l . t 
~ ' 1 1 · et of the Congre~,.: , w lH' 1 1 ~ 0 

:tvoidcd, in order to more fully cff(~ct. t te o lJC • I . of the 'Mother 
hring into personal contn.ct reprcsen t.:tti n~ eommcn•m men • 

Country. 

.No financial liability 
u•ill be incnrretl by any Association accrptin,q 

Cmtg1·ess.-I am, &<·, 
1 .- • "tnl t"on to take pm·t in tlw tms mv~ . · · 

in~NHIO B. MURRA Y, S8cretary. 

I·lo".'GKONG 0HA~m~; R OF Co~nmucr.. 
T o the Secretnry, ·• 

HoNGKONG GENERAl. CuA:-.tBER OF Co~DIERCF., 

HoNG KONG, 21st September, 1899. 

DEAR Sm -1 have to acknowledge receipt of the invitat.ion f rofm tlh'~ 
' 1 tt f the 7th ,Jnly or t ll~ 

Counci l of your Chamber con~'\~n~dt inta~~:urp:rt c::l othe Fourth Co~gt·ess of 

Chamber to seuu Represefnt:~, e~mopire to he he l<l in .Tune, 1900, nmlnm 
Ch ambers of Commerce o e 

tlirce ted by my Committee to thank you for the sn.me. 
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In reply , they have aomin:tted two melllbers of the Commi t tee, w ho 

will he in L onuon at that time, ns Delegates t o represent the Chamber, 

viz. :-Sir Tno )IAS J ACKSON, Knigh t, nn<l Hon. T. H. WIIITEHEA D, Y.L.c. 

I enclose the nomina tion form ,July filled iu. 

My Committee approve the list of topics propo~e<l for di~cussiou at the 

Congress.-! am, &c., 

H. CUATTERTOX W I LCOX, S ecretary. 
To K E NRIC l3. M u muY, E sq., Secretary, LONDON CUA)IBER OI<' Co~nlERCE . 

---- '• 

TH E L u X.IJON C t-I.UIBEil. OF C olD IEHCE l NCOln'O lt ATED, 

.1 0, EASTCIIE AP, LONDON, E.C., 
1st D ecember, l l-l99. 

DI•: A.R Sm,-The Org1wi~iug Commit tee, nt the ir la~t meetiug, rtppoi ntm! 

a special Sub-Committee for the purpo~c o f eon~ idcring the R esolutions scut 

in by the A~sociations par tic i1mtiug in r.b e Coug res ><, with n view to a rrang 

ing a detiuite vrogramme of busiue;;~ for cirenlat ion before luu ul. 

To enab le my ·c ommittee to carry ont th i" inte nt ion, l shall be m uch 

oulig cd if you will let m e know wh e ther your As:>oeiatiou detiires to subm it 

any resolut i on~ on the particular ~ubject~ meu tionc<l iu my comm 11 nicat iou of 
t.he 7th July la~t. 

A~ ~tated, however, in m,v vrevio n~ COIIJllllllliC:Jt ion, thi s li~ t of suhjects 

is only sngge:;tivo of t he d irec tion in wh ich the O rganising Commit tee think 

the Congress tu<L.V use fully move, a nclmy Committee woul<l be equa lly wil

ling to receive re~ olu tious 011 a uy econolll ic ant! non-politiea l s ubject whicl~ 

your A~sociation awl my Commit tee no ns ider s uitable for di~ cns~ ion . 

l u the e veut. of your s ubmitting rc:;olut iou,-, J am tlirected to ;,ay t bar 

the ~ame slw uld re11clt me !te1·e not later t /l(m tlte ,'25tlt J11m·clt uea:t, and 

should no communication lun·e bee n reeeivcd f rom your Cham ber prio r t o 

tlJnt <late, l shall ttLke it that yonr A ss ociation doe~ uot wis l1 to lllove on a ny 

part icnlat· snbjcet. 

You wil l read il,\· see how important it i,; t hat my ConHnit tce :oltonld be 

in receipt of resolutions as ear ly as po~si ble , in o rder that the programme of 

bnsiuc:;s may be circulated to t he par ticipa ting bod ies be fore t he holding of 

the Congress, n.s w as done on previous occas ions. 

. .... 
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Should your Clmmher not yet h:n·e appointed its de legates, might I 

mention that, wh ere possible, deleg:~tc;; should he residents of the particular 

l>rovince or Uolouy which they undertake to represent. In this way, when 

quet<tious of Imperial clmrncter arise, a genuine exprm;siun of the views he lc..l 

in all parts of the Empire can he a scertained. This Chnml>cr, I ueed hardly 

add, has eYcry facility for consulting London rcsidcut:;.- YomR, &c., 

KEXH.lC B. MURRAY, Se1,rot:Lry. 

To the Secretary, Un . .UIB£1t OF uo~on:nct:, Hongkong. 

HmH;KO:'\G G~:xERAI, CuA~llliW OF Co)UIEitCt·:, 

llONOKOJ\{;, 16th February, l!:lOO. 

D~AR StH,-lu reply to yonr circular letter of the 1st D ecember, re

peating the list of s ubjects coustituting the progn\tnlllC of the Congress, :uul 

statiug that. the Organising Committee are willing to receive resolutions on 

any ccOtlOmie and uou-political subject whicl1 this Chamber might consider 

suitable for discussion, I mn uow instrucLcd hy my Committee to submit the 

resolutions :~ttached fo r discu>'siou. 

In the e,·out of the Orgnni~i11g Committee of tlw Uuugross accepti11g the 

t !tree rc~olntiou~ ~ubmitr etl, it. hail bec11 arran goJ that Sir THO)JAJS .J .~CKSOJS 
will propo~e the tlrst , 1lealing with tl11~ IIIWigation by foreign stm~mer~ of the 

lnlaml W:ttcr,; OL Cbinn, ami the H on. T. H. WmTEHFAD will vropose the 

~ecunJ and third on the s ubjects uf the re1lnctiou of Cable Ra.tc~ allll l'rc~h 
)lariuc Smveys in Eastcru Sea:<.-I :~Ill, &c., 

H.. CHATTEH.TON \.VILCOX, !':ieerett1ry. 

To KJ,:o.: RlC B. ~lu mtAY, Est1., Secretary, LONDOJS CHA~IBim OF C1nnn:uc.::. 

----
RESOLVEO-

That the mauuer in which the lillaud Waters ~aYigar.ion Hcgnlations 

b:tYe l1een interpretctl by the officials of the Chinese Government hcing ~ nch 
as to render the right. to rnn s teamer:; 011 the West Hive r :~m1 other InhuHI 

\Vaters an almost valueless couccssiou, the Secretar~· of Stt1tc for Foreign 

Affairs he asked to open special uegotintions with the Chinese GoYcrnment 

in order to obtain a con:>trnctiou of these regulations more iu accorun.nce with 

the terms of the original agreement. 

[ 199 J 

z 
Tha.t the time has arrived when the T ··ff f 1' 

11 I
. m 1 o , ates for T •I "' .. 

a llles, land Hllll ~ul.Jmariue ,.!J ll I . c c.,I.LIIIs un ' , ou l >e matenallv rcthtce I I I 
sentatiou to th is e fiec•t 1 e , 1 II . · 

1 
• am t tat reprc-

• J m.11 c to er :M·1Je··t ' . G 
uational Tele"'mph Com·euf . B ' ~ Y;; ovemmcut, the Inter-

" 1011 at erne, Ullll the Telccq·•tjJlt C 
eemeJ. "' • ompanies con-

That in consequence of tlJC m >i l i . 
spcec..l of steamers ClllJ>love l . tl l l ·' ucrea:;e HI the n umber;;, tonnage, allll 

• 1 111 te traue, nut! the fre1p1 t I' . . 
tmcks of sunken rocks not . . I l . . en ' tscovery Ill some 

l OCO! ! Cl Oil CXIStlll"' •) ·t . h f 
brought to the uotice of 1-1 . M .· ' ... "' e 1:11 s, t e act- s hould he 

01 • ltJesty s Goverumcnt tl . · · 
have made, with a:; li ttle l J· . . l,l t lt IS nece~f:lary tu 

. . le .ty .LS j>OSSib)e, a thl)rOil<Yh . 
uav tgahle chauucJs .

11111 
con ·t l' . , _. · o Ie-snrvcy of the 

' '~ lnes Ill .c.asteru Hea:;. 

T u Jo: L oxu•)N l ' • liA)JUEH OF (;l))J)[L' L'•n- J,. , , ' "' •v"'' -'CORL'OUA'O;J•, 
I o, h .\sTc HEAP, LoNnoN v c·, 1,L •. , 

, , . 19th February, 1900. 
DEAR Sm,-Wnh rufereuco to 11 . · 

,iect, I hal·e pleasure in . I' . . 1.\ prcnou~ commnuicntions on thi:; sub-
Ill Olllllllg VOH that the W ·k f . . 

proceeding- sati:;l'actorih· a 1 , 1 
• • 

01 0 
org:t111 :;at wu i;:; 

. • ' • llt .Lt t le la~t mcetnw of tl . 0 . . r 
ruittee it was tlecit.led to I l l I C "' . JC rg:tiH:;Iug 0orn-

JO t t le ougre:;s ou the 96 tl •)~ I ') 
, June next. - l, w it I, - 8tl1, and 2!)th 

By kind penuissiou uf the Wors hillL.Iil c~ . . .. C · ODI p.m \ of ): I:Silll!IJII"C . 
Olllllllttoe lw.ve :;ecurcd the ll. !I f I . . . "' I,., t lw •1 0 t I.Lt LOillll'HIJ (1 I B . 

to hold t he llnsiue~s Meett'o•N o" t lte (; ' ,Q!u on ndge) iu which 
.,~ t ongre;;~. 

I woulc..l remh;,l you, should )'Oil uot th . a lready have apr>oiutec..l I I 
at 1t facilitates tho . ' e cgtltC:S prepamtwn nntl i~sue of tl e tfi . I ' 

meeting if the m\me~ of re . . , I o cm progmmmc of tho 
· picsentatl\'es a re scut in ~t q t • ·J 1 ... " I c.n y 1 ate. 

\\"') tt 1 rcgnrd to rcsolutiou:; to be moved i.J,· the .· nntl Cl IJ " vm wus Board:; of Trado 

f 
. . J~m ~rs of Colllmcrce, the Committoo ha,·e tlccitlotl 

ot sP.ntltiw ID sue) . 1 • to extend the timo 
. "' , l I csn uttOilS until the end of A . 'l 

part10ip t' A . . pn · T his will giye the 
a tug ~soctatwus nmple time to ·e . 

ullow of their incln , · . . I ffi . pt .pate nnJ fon\'fi)'(l resolutions to 
!;lOll Ill t le 0 lCUL) lJJ'OO'l'fiiiii11C ,.~OU 'Jl fi l . my p · "' · .... Wl Ut n b tb f 

reviOus communications n. list of suhJ'ects ·1 . ·1 C . 1 o o . " uc 1 my ommittee think 
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miaht be ad vanuweously uiscnsseu, hut this list is rnerely suggestive, and is 

"' 
0 

1 1 Chambers will bring 
by 110 meaus to be takeu as implying that t 1is, or ol1er 

forward resolu tions thcrcon. Perhaps 1 should add that t.his Chamber much 

prefers other bodies to take the initiftti ve in th is respect. I E~hall be ~htd 
therefore to receive resolutions from your Association on auy of the subJects 

meutioncll in my previous commuuicatiou::;, or on any other subject you may 

think snitablc, which shall he submitted to my special Committee for ap-

proval. 

~evcralapplic1ttious htwe reached me for copies of the reports of pre

vious Cougrcsse~, but the demand for thtl reports has been so large ~lu~t my 
s tock is completely exhausted. I must therefore ask your A ssocmtwn to 

l l · · u to the number of copies which it intends to 
come to :m ear y t cclslon a~ 
order, as you will rettdily underst:md t l.mt we can only print a snfti~iout. num-

rlleot t l.o oi·ll"l·~ receive1l l>rior to the Cougres:;.-Y onrs, &e., 
her of copies to u ~ ~ 

KENHlC B. l\i U RHAY, ~ecreto.ry. 

The Secretary , lloNGK OXG Ctt.UIBEJt o~· ColDI I!:ltCE. 

I-loNGKO!'IG GExERAL C HA)IJIBU ul" Co)DIEttcE, 

HoNGKONH, 2~th March, 1900. 

l). · ~ 11' ·l' ll.l' · ·n·cs w iutroLllleO to vou Sir THv)JA::i .J.~cK:>O"', who 
E.Ut ·:> ,,- ~ ~" • • • 

i~ ~hort.lv 'Ie:<l·iug for Englu iHl, :tnd, a~ I have already had rho plca:;urc ol 

i ufonniu~ yon has kindly cou~enteu to represent this Cbamhcr at the Con

vrcss of ~har~bcrs, and will, if it be appro1·ed by the Organising Committee, 

~ropo:;c the annexed ne~ul ntiou , dealing with the uavigation 
1•Y Foreign 

~teamer:; of the IulauJ Waters of Cllinu. 

Au 1· assistance 1'011 may he good enough to render ::iir TllO.\LI.S JACK::iON 

in co;lllectiou wit;1 the above matter will be very highly appreciate• I by I he 

Committee, who bet; to tender tu you their thank:; iu a.nticipation.-1 am, 

&c., F. IlE~DEHSO~, A cting Secretary. 

.E · L C nA:UBER OF Co:~niE itC J·: , 
To KENIWJ ll. :\it; IOtA Y, ' sq., ~ecretary, O"'llON · 

Lomlou. 

II "1' li \V lllTEU EAV wa:; forwanle1l 
[A similar letter iutroducing · 011. • · • 

a.t same time.] 
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Hongkong· and the Canadian Preferential Duties. 

CANADIAN PACIFIC HAlLWAY ColJPAXY's 

H OYAT. MAIL STEA)ISHIP LINE, 

IJONGKONG, 14th D ecember, 1899. 

DE.\R Sm,--1 heg to bring to your notice 11 matter which I ~onsitl cr 

l:'honhl receive nttention n.t the ha.nd s of yonr Chamber, in order that exports 

from H ongkong shouhl henefit uy the lnws of Cana1la relating to Pre

ferentia l Du tie~, to which, it woul1l appmr, they are righ tly entitled. 

To place the ques tion before you dearly 1 quo te at length, below, 

Paragraph 1 and part of Pnrn.gmph 6 of the "Memorandum of I nformation 

and I nstruction:> respecti ng the British P referential Tariff," datetl "Customs 

Department of Cannda, Ottaw a., 11tu ,Jnl;·, 1898." F rom this, yon."will 

notice, that exports fmm H ongkong are not provided for, and, apparently, 

do not participate in t.hc at!Yantagcs of the Preferential D uty Laws. 

" I . That all :util'lc;; except wines, mal t liquors, spirits, spiritnons Ii

" qnors, liquid medicine::: nnJ articles containing alcohol ; tohncco, cigars, 

"and cigarettes which are the g rowth, produce or maunfacture of any of the 

"following countries, and wh ich arc declared to be du tiable upon importn

" tion iuto Cmmda, m n.y, when imported direct into Canada from any of such 

" t: "b I f l conn nes, e entere1 or 1 uty or tnkeu ont of warehouse for consnmption 

". C 1 l f I 1n anat a, on nnt a tcr t w first Llny of August, 1898, ut a retlnction of 

"one-fourth from the general tM·iff rn.tes of duty :-

"(a.) The United Kingdom of Great Britain and I reland · . 
"(b.) The Brit.ish Colony of B ermuda; 

'' (c.) Tile Brit ish Colonies c I 11 d 1 B · · } ommon y ea e r 1e nt1s 1 'VY cgt. Indics, 

"including the following :-

" The Bahama.s; 

" J amaica; 

" Turks I sland and the Caicos I slands ; 

"The Leeward I slands (Antigua, St. Christopher, Nevis, Domi-

nica, Montsermt and the Virgin I slauds) ; 

" The W indward I~lant!A ( Grenr~1la, F:t. VincPnt nnd St. L ur\ia) ; 

" Bo.rlladoes ; 

" Trinidad and T obngo : 

'·(d.) British Gniann.; 

...... 
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"(e.) Any other British Colony "tlr possession, the customs tariff of 

"which, ou the whole, is as fn.vornhlc to Canntln. as the British Preferential 

"Tn.riff is to such Colony or possession. (See list beren.fter of colonies or 

11 possessions which h:we been atlmitteLl nllllcr th is sub-section.)" 

"f). That the Minis ter of Cnst.oms may with the approval of tl1e Gov

" ernor-iu-Conncil make such regulations nR may be deemed necessary for 

"carrying ont the intention of the Act. 
V 

"The )1inisler of Cn~toms has, under the power ,·ested in him by the 

"saiJ Act., rmd with the approval of the Governor-in -Conncil, determi'ned 

"that the following Briti sh Colonies n.tlll pos~essions :u·e entit.Jed to the 

"hencfit.s of the said Preferential T ari ff, viz.:-· 

"]3ritish I ndi:t ; 

"Ceylon; 

"Straits Settlements ; 

"New South \\'ales ; 

" 4 •• • • •••••••••••• • ••••••••• • ••• • ••••••••••••• " 

The exports ( cousisting of the act.nal growth, pro,Juce or manufn.ctnre 

of Hongkoug) may be somewhnt limiH1<l, but, eonsidering that Hongkong 

is !HI eutirely free Port; and C:mauian goocl:> are eousequently admit.ted free 

of :my clnty, I think, in common juMice, Hong kong sbonlcl be incln:led in the 

list of pla<:cs eovcrecl hy the C:~nrullnn Custnm:> R egulations aml thereby 

en:~blc merchant:! to participate, without quc:>tion. in the benefit. of the Pre-

ferential Duties. 

In further s upport of my cont.ent.ion that H ougkong sbonlu be included 

in the list of Colonies henefittecl, I would mention a cn.se which has come 

under my personal notice. Unril the Prcferenthtl Law eame into force a 

eertain cla~s of cargo, the produce of East India, was being shipped to 

Can:ub t•ia Hongkon){, hnt uow merchants arc F<hipping via L ondon, on 

account of the Import Duty being 2;) % le:<>' by that rontc than via Hong

kong; tints a certain amount of t r:ttlc i;; \o,;t t.o Hongkong, whieh, nnt.il 

recently, ea.mc this way mhl was confined entirely t.o this route. Why cn.rgo 

from East India to Can:ttb with tmnshipment at London should benefit by 

the Prcferent.i:11 J>uty, while~ the ~amc c~nrgo, rc-shippecl at Hongkong, instenil 

of Lonclon, i" cleharre, J from p:trticipation, it is difficu lt to nnclers tan<l. 
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Trusting you will fiml this q~Jest·tott one of sufficient · inve~tigate,-I am &c tmportnnce to 

' .. 
D. W. CRADDOCK 

' p. D. E . Buow~, General Agent.. 

MJ.:lfORANDUM or·· INFO tmATION AND INsTnucTroN·s • ImSPECTIXG 

TH E BRITISil PREFERENTIAL TARI F!o' 

By an Act of the P arliament f C • 

J 189
L) • • • o nuncln, assented to on the 13th of 

une, 0, 1t IS provtdetl-

1. That all articles except wines malt r . . . . . 
liquid medicines nncl~~rt.iclcs eo t• .. ' l ltquOJs, stnnts, spm tnons liquors, 

11 a,muw n eo wl · toba · • 
rettcs which are the arowth pro l o ' cco, ctgttrs, nntl ciga-

,.., ' ' nee or ma.unfacture of any of tl f ll . 
countries, ancl which arc declnrccl to he dntinbl . . . .le o owmg 
mny, when importe<l direct into C l f e npou ImportatiOn lllto Canada, 

nunc a rom any of 1 
entered for dnty or taken ottt f 

1 
sue I countries, be 

o ware lOuse fo r e · 
1\ cl ft I fi onsnmptton in Canncln, on 
n a er t le rs t day of Ano"IISt, 1898 ' at a rcclnction of one-fourth from the 

general tariff rates of duty :-

(a.) The United Kingdom of Great BrJ·tn' d I I , , · Ill n.n re ancl · 
(b.) I he Bl"itish Colony of Bermncla; ' 

(c.) The British Colonies 1 
clndin" the followitt" ·- common y callccl the BritiRh West In dies, iu-

o ,.., • 

The Bahamas ; 

Jamaica ; 

Turks I sland n.nd the Caicos Isla.ncls . 

The L eeward I slancl , (A · ' ' s nttgna, S t. Christopher N cvis D .. 
}'Ion! d ' ·' Otnlntcn 

· .scrmt an the Virgin }:;lauds). ' 

The Windward I slmuls (Gren:t{h St V.' ' ' •, · Ill cent, and .,;, t I 1 · ) 
Barbacloe!:l ; ' "' · ~ tcm ; 

Trinicla.cl ami Tohn(J'o . 'c , 

(d.) British Gniana; 

(e.) Any other Briti~h Colonv or o~scs .· t 
on the whole . . . f . p ~ ~ ton he eu~tom s tariff. of which 

' b as avournhlc to Cnna I· . . tl I' .. to snch C 1 . '.t M; to ··nllsh Preferential Tariff is 
. o ony or pos~e~s ton. ( S ee list he f . f (' . 

"·Inch have hecn aclmi 11 I I . rea te t o . olome~ or possession~ 
ec unc er tills snh-sce tion.) 
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2.-Tbat manufactured articles to Ue aLimit.ted un.der such P referential 

Tariff shall bonafide be the muunfl\ctmes of a country or countries entitled 

to the benefits of snch Tariff, and tllnt such benefits shall not extend to the 

importation of articles into the production of which there has not entered a 

~niJstantial portion of the labour of such eountrie;-. Any quest ion that may 

arise as to any articles being entitleu to such benefits shnll be decide<! hy the 

Minis ter of Cn~tom~. whose tl ecision shall he finn.l. 

3.-That raw sngnr, including sugar draining8 or pumpings drained in 

transit, mellt•lo or concentrn. tc<l melu.do , tnnk bottoms, nnd :sugnr concrete, 

the prOLlnee of nuy Briti:.:h Colony or po~~e~sion, mn.y, wl1en imported direc t. 

from nny British Colony or possession, he cut.eretl for duty or taken out of 

warehouse for commmption in Cnn:Hln at the rc<lncetl mte of tln ty prm·ide,l 

m the British Preferential Tnriff. 

4.-Thnt the reduction under the Preferen tial Tariff shall only apply to 

refined sngu.rs when evidence :;utbfnetnry to the }lini;;ter of Cn:<toms is 

furnished thM :!Uch refined s ugar has l•ecn mannfac tme<l wholl.'· fmm raw 

s ugar prouuccd in the Bri ti:;h Colonic!' or pos::;e:-:~ion~. 
5.-Thn.t the .Minister of Customs ~ ith the approval of t he Hovcmor

in-Council ;<hnll determine whn.t Hrit.bh Colonie>' or po!>;;esf!.ion" ~hall he 

entitled to the honefit.s of the sni <l !'refe rential Tariff nn<ler clnn~e (r!) of 

paragraph l of this memorantlum. 
6.-Thn.t the 'Minister of Cus t.oms m11y with the n.pproYa l of the Gov -

ernor-in-Council make such regnlntious an mny he tlccmcd neces::.nry fo r cnr-

rying ont the intention of the Act. 

The Minister of Cnstoms hns, nnucr the power \'CStcd in him hy the 

said Act, and with the approval of the Governor-in-Council, determinetl 

tha-t the following British Colonies and possessions are entitled to the bPnefit" 

of t.he said Preferential Tariff, viz. :-

British Indin ; 

Ceylou ; 

Straits Settlomentti ; 

New Sout.h Wales. 

Under the power vested in him by the said Act, the said Minister of 

Cnstoms has .also, with the approval of th e· Governor-in-Council, made 

certain regulations for etwrying out the intention of such A ct, the fnll t.ext, 
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of which regulations is set forth iu the On.ler-iu-Conucil of 14th ,July, 
1\S per copy n.unexetl hereto. Unless t' o . I . I 898, . Ll I C"ll a.tJOnS be CO J" J • 
every respect the ·r 1 . " mp Ie< Wlth in . al tc es wtll be snbjcct t.o n . 
rates of dutv · P ymcnt of the gcueml tnriff 

·• upon unportatiou iuto Canadn.. 

It is deemed advisn.l.Jio to dmw the attenti.ou of ex J • • • 

that the Cnstol!ls law' of (' 
1 

. ' l 
01 

teb to the fact 
" ·Ullltl a pmvnle severe le 1 1 • , f 

false invoices aud cert ificates I . I I ' I I a tte:s or the making of 
w 1e1c •v t tc Cl'~tom~ R e 1 1 defrnml ed. • " · vcnnc 8 Ht I or may be 

In :mch c:tse~, the goo•ls arc liable to forfe iture 
iug stwh fraudulent im·oicc . . "fj ' n.Btl the exporter mak-

. ot CC I tt clLtc •ts well .1 , tl · 
is suuject to heavy pecuuhuy penalties i:l ad<liti:: ,:Jc :,l:p~rt~r _usillg them, 
goods. Exporters are tl 1. . 0

1 
e1tnrc of the 

, 1ere ore, ad nsod and · 1 f . I . cn.u ttonet tu use every cnt'O .Ill 
m·ms uug trnc atHI correct . . . •• 

Canada. mvotce:s atul certificn.tes for g oods .,;h ippetl to 

Atte nt.ion is d irected ro the fo llowiuor 
Cus toms Laws :- "' requirements of the Cauodian 

I.- E very iuY • f' . owe o good,; imported into C· d 
writing as correct hv tb . . .wa a shall be certiJietl in 

• e pe t :;on, firm ut• curpor•tti n· 
the goods, allu slutll tntly . u ' I , ' on se tng or consigning 

~ 0\\ t te whole nntl :wtwd v I f I 
tl.te cnrreucy of the COil t . 

1 
- ' a He o t tc gootls i.

11 

11 1 Y W lell CO t he <'OOJS h· ·, b 
to Cmmdo., and the quauri tY . d 1 . . "' ,\\e con exported directly 

• ' 111 < ei'\Cl'lp ttou of s neh a d 1 
and nnmberti 

011 
LiJ , 

1
. . o

00 
· s, :till the mttrks 

t.: pnc ,age:;, tu such a maunct· ·t· . . 
qnantitie:; awl n1.lne~ of tl • ·t · ·I . . . '~ to mdtcnte trnly the 

w at lC e~ comprtsetl Ill e · ·I . 
all of which jnCk""e . ·I Ill I . .tc l cxportlttton pnckn"C 

' .• ., " "m >e ea1 hly . ·k 1 "' • 
wheu of such a eh:tracter •ts t ",_1 mat et ant! unmhercd on the outsidP. 

. . o onav c Sll <!h marks :t u I I tbercou. l unm >er .. ; to be placed 

2.-If invoices arc made unt ·t t lowct· : f 
C 

' pt tccs or "OOd · ex! d 1. 
to auuda then the f· · . . k o " · •one l trcclly 

•111 m.w er value at tl.te · 
when sold for hOJ • . . . ' same ttme all<! place for crood~ 

n e ClJllSillll ptlOll Ill t he COil llll' ' ·[ o 
such case::; the invoi<·e. . . J j '~ lence so exported, in all 

, " ,u c a :-;o tu :-;bow clcal'l . . . 
nn ntltl itiou thereto . •I f' . • j, tn a :;pectal column, or by 

' ~ne 1 au· mnrket vat , , . , f ... 
described therein . uc, .ls .t Ol estwl, for I he good~ 

Exporter:; will note partic ulnl'! , I 
ni,Jted fo. u 1 . J t liLt a ~epamte iuvoico must be fnr-

1 "'OOl s eutt tletl to entry und . 1 p . 
certificates required mnst h . . · Cl . t le referent tal T ariff and that the 

e wutten, prmtc<l or s tampoJ on tbe invoice, n.uJ 
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also that. the Preferential Tariff does not <lpply tu ~~uy of the follow ing 

articles, viz.-winc~, malt liquor~, ~pii·its, s pirituous liquors, liqnitl medi

cines, nuLl articles containing aleohol ; tohncco, cigars nml cigarette;;. 

Exporten; arc requirotl to mark dis tinctly in writing on n.ll iirvoiccs of 

sugars cxport.e•l to Canada tht~t the sngurs dcseril•ctl therein arc either R a w 

or Refined in every CtLSC, whether for entry nuuer the Preferential Tariff' or 

under the General Tariff. 

Jon:-: M cDouv.\LD, Commissioner of Custom;;. 

Ho~GKOXG G.,;NERAL C u.u.tREH OF Co:u:uERCE, 

HONGKONG, 19th ,Jmnmry, 1900. 

Sm,-1 am instructed to ask yon to hring to the attention of H is Ex

cellency tbe Governor the fact that this Colony is not iuchulcd in those 

British Colonies or Possessions entitleu to the benefits of the British Pre

ferential Tnriff in Canada. Hrrmmla aml the W est Indies were first admitted 

to participation in the :~d vnntages of this Tariff, auu the Canadian Miui>;tcr 

of Cn5toms ~ubscquently mlt.letl British 11lllia, Ceylun, :-;u·nit ~ Settlcmen ls, 

anti ~ew South \\'ales to the f.woured list , \Jut has omittetl Hongkoug, 

al thoug h it is a free port autl therefore properly comes under the tar iff pro· 

vision (c) as follows:-" Any other Britis h Colouy or posscsHiou the custom s 

tariff of which, on the whole is M fuvournblo to Cana•la as the Briti~h Prc-

fercntit~l T ariff is to s uch Colony or possesl:! ion." 

H is true t hat at p resent H ougkong is not a large producing Colony, 

bnt I am to point out, as 1\n in:~tanee of how the new law works alhersely 

to this port, thM, until it cn.mo into forco, a certain class of ca rgo, the pro

duce of India, wa,; being shipped to Cnnaola viit Hongkong, but merchants 

arc now shipping it via London on account of the import duty being :25 i. 
lo;;s hy that. route tluw hy wuy ol' this port. ~o doubt other a rticles of ex 

port will also he diverted from this ch auuel nu lcss Hongkong is allowed to 

share in the privileges of the Prefereutial Tm·ift. 

B elieving the omission to iuclnde Hongkong in the Prcforentinl list to 

he the result of an oversight, my Committee will be gln.d if His Excelleuc:y 
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Zl 
;,:-

the Governor will be " 1 .,oo• cuoug!J to represent the 

of State for t he Colouics.-1 h:t\'e &c 
matter tu d.u.: Secretary 

' ., 

. , R. CHAT TERTON 
1 o H on. CoLONIAL SECRETARY. WILCOX, ~ccrctnry. 

N o. 169. CoJ.ONIAL SECRET Ar•v's Oi' " · ·~ . ..,ICE 

::>m 1 .1" H oxGKONG, 30th Jaunnr;· 1 ~00 
' ,- nm u•rectcli to ncknowled"c tl . . • ' . . 

19th instmlt, in which you no· t lo IO lece tpt of your letter of the 
r 111 out I. Htt, probably ow· rr . • 

Hougkoug has not becu iuc ludetl in the list of C l •.. IIlo. to an o\·ers•ght, 
enjoy the b ti £ · 0 ouJesnvluch are eutitl~d to 

eue ts o the C:uultlinu P referential Turift' d . 
the matter lms been duly . ' ·t d . 'ILU to wfonn you·thnt 
. tepol c to t he l:iecret.a.ry of St.ate for the Colo-
me~.-1 have, &c. , 

J. H. t;TEW AH.T LOCKHAH.T , · 
The ~cerc tarv CHA ' .lB E . C ' Colon m! Secretary 

J ' ~ R O.l•' O:UMEUCE. • 

Z2 
Nomination of a Member to the Leg·islative council. 

G oYEHX.\IENT Hov:-;E, 

l:i U ONGKONG, 17th A lril 19 
m,- 1 have the houour to iul'onll . I ' 00. 

T li n · ) on tLn.t I lmYe "rautetl to the ll 
. • n IIITEUEAI>, Mcm bet· r>f the L . I . o ou. e"'" ·~tn·e Co ·1 · 

of absence from the 1-:ltl . "' , , nnct, IHnc months' leave 
l mstnut, nllll that thoro is th . f 

Council which 1 desire sLoul l l till ·' . . Cl e ore a mcaucy in the 
" ' l IO eu Wlthottt delay 1 v 1 . 
n IUTEHEAD, will reprcseu t tl . J.; oue w JO, hke .i\fr. 

le mtcrt•sts of t.he Chamber of Co mmercc. 

I h~we therefore to re<JUest YOll to L I I C • c gool euotwh to c· 11 . . 
t lC hmubcr of Uo o ·' ,\ meet m" of 

mmot·cc at an eurl v llate ·u111 t L · 
0 

the gentleman whom the Cl b • ' ' o ~~~ lllJ t to me the uame of 
· mm er nmy tlcsi re to b · 
In qucs tion.- I have &" e appomteu to the vacaucy 

' "' •' 
W. J. GAl:iCOIGNE, Major-General 

The Cl . Admiuis t.eriug the Go,•crument ' 
' JaJrruan TnE Cn .• ' o~.:um,;r, OF Co:u)tERCE. ' 

,, 
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Z2 
HoNGKONG GENERAL CHAMBER OF ComrEHCE, 

HoNGKONG, 21st April, 1900. 

Sm,- 1 have the houonr to acknowledge receipt of your letter of the 

17th instant, stating that you have gmntetl nine months' le:we of absence to 

the Honourable T . H . WHITEHEAD, that there is now a vacancy in the 

LegislatiYe Council which you des ire to till wit.hont delay, ami asking to be 

informeLl of the wishc~ of the Chamber of Commerce with regard to the 

appointment. 

Your Letter was considered at the meeting of the Geuernl Committee on 

the 18th instant, when it was decided to bring the mu.tter before the members 

at a special meeting to be hehl just before the annual meeting on the ,30th 

instant, when the resulL will be promptly commuuicateLl to your Ex:cellcnc y. 

-I ha.vc, &c., R. :.\L GRAY, Chairman. 

His Excellency Major-General GAsCOIGXE, c .:II.G., Officer Administering 

the Goverument. 

HoNGKONG GENEHAL CILDlBEit or- Co)DiERCE, 

HONGKONG, 30th April, 1900. 

Sw,-1 have the honour to acquaint you, for the iuform:ttion of His 

Excellency the Offi•)cr Administering the Government, t hut at a Special 

GeneraL Meeting of the Chamber, held this afternoon, :;\lr. I-IERDERT SmTII, 

uf Messrs. BcTTJ.:RFIEI.D & Swmg, was llllttllimonsly selcc te,l as their 

Jtomiuce for :t seat in the Legi~lati ve Council during the absence from the 

Colony of the Honourable T. H. Wm-r iWEAD. 

I n connection with the above nominatiou I hcg to hand you the follow-

ing papers :-

1.- A copy of the notice couvcniug"thc meeting. 

2.-A li~t of members present at the meeting. 

:t- The name of the candidate a nd the name~ of the propo~er and 

~ecouder.-1 have, &c., 

R. CHATTERTON WILCOX, Secretary. 

To Honourable .F. H. :;\!lAY, c.:u.G., Acting Colonial Secretary. 
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Z 2 
NOTICE. 

Hongkoug General Chamber of Commerce 

, . , Hongkong, 30th April, 1900. ' 

A SpecJal General Meeting of the Members will b I l l 
(i\Ionday), the 30th A ril t 2 - e le L to-day , 

. p ' a .4o p.m., at the Chamber Rooms Cit , H 11 
to nommate a member of the Chamber to tak b , ' J a ' T H W . . . e t e place of the H onourable 

C~lon~·. IIIT~.HEAD, m t he Legislative Counci l, during h is absence from the 

. The Annual General Meeting of the Member ;; of the H ono-ko 
Chamber of CommeJ•ce will b h Id 1 o ng General 

e e t le same day at a o'clock f 
purpose of receiving the Report of the C . • p.m., ot· the 
A . . omnuttee and pasr;mg the Secretar ··' 

cconnts fm the venr ett(l~l 3l t D b • Y 
8 

· ' "'' ' " ecem er, 1899. 

By Order, 

H. CHATTERTON WILcox, Secretary. 

k "'LGist of l\'l1C~mhers present at the Special Generall\feeting of the H mw-
on., enera hnmher of c 1 o . • .-omnwrce, 1Cld on Mondav, 30th A pril 1900 

2.4o p.m. :- • ' , at 

Mr. R M. GnAY (Chairman) . -. .. 'M A H ~·~r. T. F. HouGH. 
l r. . . AUPT, I Mr. J. H. LEWIS. 
H on. J . J . KESWICI{ I Members 

:i\h-. N. A. Sums, ' ltC of. 

M 
· ommt ttee. 

r. HERBERT SMITH, J 
Mr. R. C. 'WILcox (Secretary). 
Mr. G. AT.ZENROTH. 
Mr. L . BERINDOAGUE. 

Mr. H. M. B&vrs. 
Mr. G. DE CHA)IPEAUx. 

Hon. C. P. CHATER, c.M.G. 

Mr. D. W . CnADDOCK. 
Mr. D. R . CnA w~·onn. 
Mr. W. DANBY. 
Mr. J . J. FRANCIS, Q.C. 
~fr. D. GILLIES. 
Mr. D. M. GIL::IIOUR. 
Mr. D. H.ASKELL. 
Mr. Ho FooK. 

Mr. A. SHELTON HoOPER. 

Mr. F, MAITLAND. 

Mr. J. -"-· MACKAY, 

Mr. A. M. MARSHALL. 
Mr. M. l\L MEHTA. 
Mr. D. M. MosEs. 
Mr. G. C. Moxox. 
Mr. G . H . POTTS. 

Mr. A. J. RAYliOND. 
Mr. R . L. RJCHARDSO!><. 

l\1r. E. W. RuTTER. 
Mr. S . D . SETNA. 
Mr. C. S. l:hiARP. 

Mr. M. STEWART, 
Mr. J . TaunnunN. 
Mr. G. L . TOML£N. 
Mr. F. UnniG. 
Mr. G. VEITCH. 

Mr. W . M. WATSOY. 



• 

[ 210 ) 

Z2 
' . 1 G . 1 :Mcetin.,. of the Hongkong 

Candidate proposed at a Specm enem ~ o ""f .1 th" 30th 
tu t 2 4- Pm oH 1> oHun.y, v 

Genom\ Chamber of Commerce, he a . <> • • • , C ' I to tt~ke the 
'- t the L egislatn·e onnct 

A .' \ HIOO to nomiuntc a mcmucr o 
ptt ' . • ll . 1.\ T H. \VmTElllt.AD during his absence, on le:we, 

place of the . OHOUlau e • 

from the Colony :-

Mr. HERBERT SmTn. 

l>roposed by Honomable ,J. J . K ESWICK. 

Seeonded by the C nAITt:II AN. 

"No. 777. 
CoLONIAl. SECRETARY's OFFICE, 

Ho!in KONG, 3nl l\otn.y, 1900. 

I 1
. t ·' l y Officer Adminis tering the Government to 

SIR - am < u·ec eu 1 the . b t tl 
' ' · f 1 30th ultimo statmg t a te 

ncknowledore t he receipt of JOill' letter 0 t l C ' I t 1 ''r 
" 0 h date se ec e< ~u • 
Chamber of Commerce M a meeting helll on t o same . 

· . h tl ey wou'd destre to sec np-
11 ' RT 1'\•riTH as the re nresentatl\'e w om 1 • : 

ERllE ·. •• ' ' ' ly vacant 
pointed to the seat 'on the L egislath•c Cot~ncil rcndere•l tempo:~r\, Hi" Ex 

f 
'M . T H WmTtmEAU, and to inform you ut " . • 

by the absence o 1 1 • • • • • Jly and . M . H t•nntmT s~nTll, pronstona 
celleHCj' has been plca ~e•l to :tppolllt I. • •. I ' '1 I of the 

' I t be an U nofficta a em )Or 
subject to Her Majest-y s p easnre, o . 

Council.-1 have, &c:, 
F. H. MAy, Act.ing Colonial S ecre t.a.ry. 

The Secret:try' CnA~IBgtt O~' Coln!ERCE. 
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Hongkong to Wuchow, and Back. 

At-a time when the W est River h n.s become somewha.t notorions ;--firstly, 

by renson of its waters ha~ing been nominally opened to foreign trade n.nd 

navigat ion; secondly, on account of this pri vi! ego bn ving, like many 

another Chinese concession, proved lo~s valnnblo than was expected owing 

to offi cial duplicity; and, thirdly, been.nso of the pirncies which have become 

chronic in the district th rough wh ich it 1;onrsos ;-a brief account of the 

voynge to \Vnchow, the present head of steam mwigntion, ma~· he interesting. 

The three steamboat companies-the I-Iougkong, Canton, and .Macao 

SteamiJOat Co., the C hina :Navigation Co., anu the Intlo-Cbina S. N. Co.

hnve placed two s teamboats, especially built for the trade, on the lino be

tween Hongkong and W uchow, calling en 1·oute nt the Treaty port of Snm~hui , 

and nt the way ports K ongmiin, Knmclmk, Shinhing n.ml Takhing. These 

steamers cnrry n largo number of Chinese passengers, and t hey have good 

nccommotlation for 16 saloon pnssougors. The bulk of the cargo is convoyed 

in a lighter, which is towed up and down river, a nd carries some 360 tons. 

The s teamer ff?uchow left the wharf a t 5. 15 p .m. on the 20th October and 
haviug pickou up her parasite ( the lighter) in the quarnntino anchorage we 

stea.med off through the Cnpsuimuu. The pn.msite canied kerosene below, 

while her deek was piletl with t he properties of a Ch iuese theatrical troupe, 

bound for K ongmun. After dinner we passeu Lintiu, anu about 9 p.m. entered 

the K orr C hannel throug h the Wnng .Moon entrance. This creek is narrow 

and the banks low, but the scenery soon becomes pretty. 

It was about 4 o'c lock in t he moming that I was roused by the cessation 

of the scrf:lw and the ontbro:~k of:~ huhbub consequent on the disembarkation 

of the Chinese Thespians with thcix baggage and properties. The s teamer 

also di~gorge<l a la rge nnrnher of ot her passengers. 

TO SAMSIIUI. 

At <lawn I peeped out of my cabin winuow and obsoned that we 

were passing throug h a charming n utl productiYe country , pleasantly hroken 

by hills; and about 8 a.m. we reaehod Kumchuk, where we only stayed a 

few minutt:Js to dl'Op some p!t.S$euger.s. The l[llnuoat Tweed was lying at 

anchor on the opposite s id e of t he crock and lookeu far more impo~ing in her 

soli tary state than s he rloes when anchored among other shipping in H ong

kong harholll'. 
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e was thronah an opulent and highly productive 
:From hence our passag , ol b I· ~lnd muncrons towns and 

Mnlherry plantntions lincll t IO an ,s, , . . . At 9 
country. . 1 bl prospenty wcte pas~ed. 

' Jlaacs all bearing evidences of constt crt\ e ' f Kow-
Vl o ' f he ex tensive aml populous town o 
a.m. the steamer was abreast o t I .· er bunk and sprcalls, to all 

. h t h s for miles along t 10 IIV 
kong, wbtc stre c e . I 1 'I' l 0 ID" osive t owers of lli\1!10r011S pawn· 

l r t •e m '\Ul 1 '' " 
nppe:uance, a ong ! IS anc ' •J f · •tnll vnmcn an•l grmluat eH' poles 

h t IY of the ow roo :-;, , J 
shops broke t e mono m . . . f which o.re 

. .· tl . on" the mn.ss of. hmldmgs, man) o 
wore plentifully spunkle ,\m "' . d . lmu(JS of venerable looking 

11 b '\ f ily houses emhowei C Ill c 
large we • Ill t am . . f I 'lk tlis trict rwtl is famous 

'h' i , one of the great centres o t le SI , . • " 
trees. 1 l !l " • h' b ok en tit led " Lmg ~am, 

. l 1 l . fl ence. "M:r. H EN ltY' Ill ts o 
for tts wen t 1 all( Ill n t' Kow-kon" wn!l reckoned 

f f 't . importance tl.tat t\t one tme, "' 
states, ns a proo o t .s ' I I 'al '\rll1Y if wanted, and it is 

I • 300 000 troops to t. IC m pen ' . 
to be nble to supp 'j ' k f the 'Vnchow thnt it ts a 

· · J from the dcc o 
obvious from the vtew game c·.'lls there. Probnhlv it 

t But no stcam~r • · 
place of first-class impor ance. 

derives all its supplies from Canton. 

Ko,v-kou"' the river hroatlcus out and several pagodas a.re 
Beyon~ " miles further up it sweeps rouml a point marked 

passed, unttl about fifteen I . . t is Yerv strorw. Just he-
p Gee Kok where t te cunen . " o 

on the chart tts 00 ' . p 1. a fine tower of seven 
. . a hold point Kumchow agm ,1, • 

yonJ tlu s nses on 1. I 1' , o. ·mo.ll J>icturesqne island. 
-' d't' at foot of w IIC 1 le:; " ' 

stories in goou con l ton, J.o t the bnuk~ where the blue 
. 1 k ' l ere next passed, c se o • • 

Some large bnc' 1 ns w . f t . 1 These nre bnkecl 
. KwanO'tnn" u-re manu ac met. 

bricks so well known m " "' . Irwan"'tun(l' and Kwn.ngsi, 
l tl i ver from up pet ~ '=' o 

with fuel bronght (own to r ll f ·e It is Et-ac1<etl neatly 
. . . ·"' and other ve~etn. 1 e re 11

" • • • • 
conststmg of gu\sS, twt.,s, ' . . I b . other craft carrying a wm-

d . "'enerally accompanwt J nu . 
011 flat boats an ts c 

1 
. -ed for workin" in tile 

. 1 f f ld for the buffaloes w lO :ne n:; o 
ln.rly Sized stnc r o Ot er 1 . tl e·e brickfiehh; by the score::s 

. · 1 t ·, presentet tn 1 , 
brick fields. A cnrJOnS slg I ' " l . I tl men shape the brick~. The 

b 11 d ttc 1 about un(ler w llC' l C 
of mttt um re as 0 1 

' • .t, an imporlant imlnst.ry 
collection of the fuel :tntl fodder constttntcs qn• -

further up the river. 

THE TREATY PORT OF SA:MSHUI. 
• k near tl.te entrauce 

A few miles further and the stea~er enter~ ~ cr;eK,otw~uu, of which 
h b k s tands the It eat.v pot t o o 

to which on the sout an I .1 "O!Jle few good honseH, but it. 
· th fine temp e am " 

a ll that can he seen JS a rn ~r. r. <'!I oppm;itc ro the month of t,ho 
is quite insignificant, though tt ts almo~t 'ne ., y 
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~orth Itiver, which here dcuouches, forking in two cl.ttt.nnels round a leg-of

mutton sh1\pell island called Lo-ah-chow or Rattler Island, n. low flat culth·a ted 

island. A short distnnce beyond the further m·m of the North Hh·er, on tlte 

nortl.tern hank, ili IIo-kow, the port of Sumshui, whicl.J c ity lies ubont a mile 

away inland, it~ walls, p:twnshop towers, nntl pagoda being conspicuous 

owing to :\ slight rise iu t.he ltmLl. Ho-kow is merely an anchorage, marked 

by a line of insignificant buildings on the banks, broken now by the residence 

of lue Commissioner of Customs and a few new Chinese houses an:l gotlowns, 

and n considerable collection of nati,·e craft. The British Consulat.e is for 

the present locate,\ in a housebont antl'everything seems of n rather temporary 

character. The trade, however, is increasing, and the little port had, at the 

time of our arrival, n tlecided air of business. The ~ teamer~ fVuclww, Samslzui 

and C!Jeungkong, tl.te gun boat Sandpiper, and se,·eml Cl.tinese steam-lann.ches 

combined to give it an animatetl appearance. It h!, however, evident to tl.te 

most superficial ouscrver that malg1·e the position of Hokow allll Kongkun 

at the mouth of the North Ri,•e1·, l.he proper site for t.he t.t·caty port naturally 

sl.Jould be Sainmn, a large nllll flourishing town, with a population of auont. 

40,000, about three miles further up the creek, and which wns plninly visible 

from the deck of the H'uc!tow. I conltl see through :\Held glnss t.he hanks 

of the stream at Sainam were lined with craft of various kinds, and that tl.te 

town covercJ a considentble area and s tretched far along the bnnks. It 

8ecms, however, that tl.Jc exis tence of a sandbank which extend s across the 

river just before entering the port from Samshui, and on which for some 

mouths there is only from two to three feet of water, operates as n.n obs tacle 

to this town being made the Treaty Port. I uuderstu.nd that thongh tlte 

British Minister wanted Sain:Lm to be made the Treaty Port., t bo Chinese 

would not <:ousen t. From ~ninam, no tlonbt, comes much of the cargo whicl.J 

the steamers take from Samsbni. At Sainam arc extensive gotlown~, a silk 

filatnrc. large !lO,Y factorie", an.\ some ti nn ing e:>tahli ;;hment, where rice bin\s 

1\lltl other do.inties are put up for Hougkong and foreign markets. 

\re loft ~:unsl.lUi soon after two o'clock p .m. allll were :tbrcast of Koug

kun ou our way out into the West Rh·er, when we s tlthlcnly found the 

passage harre•l by a big timber n~ft, wi1ich ha•l jn;;t com•J ..Iowa tl.te Nortb 

Uiver, 3.lltl hn.tl put out anchor~ at hnth un Is. Althoug h sigu~l~ we:-e 

made from the titeamur to t.he raft , t.hey took no noticn, an I n great ,[eal 

or tiresome tlelay t ~1ok phce. The cngi11e; lmtl t•.l h2 rev~ ,·~~ 1. the pamsite 

llti.Sl.ta.ckled and slip:le.l a.~ tern, an'l so:n 'J tlulic:\ tc ma.•u.c nvrinJ :;nue through 

,. 
,,.,; 
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to avoid getting ashore on the other lmnk of the creek; but u.t length the 

task of steering be tween Scy~ln and Charybtlis was safely accomplished by 

the exercise of tact ami patience, ami without :wy damage to the raft. 

Whils t this manreu vrc was in progress a swarm of small boats put of£ from 

shore like a clout! of vultures ready to swoop down upon the debris of the 

raft iu the hoped-for event of the timber ucing scattered by a collision with 

the steamer, when they would have claimed it as dereli('t. 

But these harpies were disappointctl. The rVuclww steamed safely past 

the giant obstruction without smnshiug it up, ttml, entering the h1·oad stream 

of the West River, went peacefully on her way. 

THE SHIUIJING GORGES. 

For some miles the river fl ows uetween rather low uauks, ou which 

good crops, often of sngarcane, can be seen. Near the towu of ~r ongchow, 

a Chinese stemn-lnunch was sceu high ami dry on the shelving bank. She 

had gone ashore wheu the river was higher, bnt at the time we passed she 

was some distance from the water, ami two boats with a numbet· of cool ies 

were busily cngagccl in cutting a pns~age down to it in the sand. A s the 

launch lw<l hcen ashore quite two mouths it is evitlcnt the work did not. pro

gress very quickly, ami it seem ell t.o me tlwt J ohu Chinaman waH m;iug 

a very false economy iu hi~ tactics. A steamer might easily have towed the 

lanuch off when Hhc fir~t went n~hore, l..nt. ,John prolmhly could uot bring 

himself to incur the cost of sa lvage in that way; he thought it would he 

eh caper to dig the cmft ont by the aid of coolies, ;wtl never calculatml the 

losH of interest on his capital while ~<he was lying high nud dry 011 the 

river b:tnk. 

At ·1-.i.lO the :.:tcanwr gut <threa.:;t of the consillemblc town of Kwaug-li, 

situated oil the left l..auk of the t·ivcr. A p:tgotl.a with severa l pawnshop 

towers ami. the lofty mat roof of a uMive theatre s tootl up prominently over 

the house~. which appeared to be of u gootl cl as::. \Ye were uow nearing 

tbe famous gorges of Shinhing, aud the :.:cenery wa::; growiug more beautiful 

with every mile. A long liue of hold nud lofty mouutaius, rising iu somc 

cases to a height of some 3,000 feet, uoundcll the view in front ami seemed 

to bar further progres~. On the left we passed the town of To-kai, ouly 

the roofs of which were visible, partly owi11g to the trees in wh ich it is em

Lowered and partly to the lower level of the plain on that side. A small 

octagonal pagoda stood ou the river bank close to the hend of the towu. 

[ 215 J 
Meantime we were mpidly n.pproaching the foot of the m . . 
bend suddenly hrotl"'ht us to r.he t. ouut.am;;, a.nd n sharp 

o en 1 auce to the o-orn-es tl . 
there from over a mile t b ,., o ' lC nver uarrowing 

. o n out a quarter of a mile iu widt l 'T 
tams rose s teep! v on ei t.her s . d 1 

1
· he mouu-

. • I e, t tose on the left bunk fairly , . I 
, ·egetatwn while those 

011 
tl.t .· co, e tet with 

c ught were ncaJ·l•· b.qi'e of f ]' 
Jo,·ely · b f : .. o Ino-e This 

pass IS a out our and half miles lotw an·' tl I 'JI "' . 
I L 

"' u le li s that hem "t · 
nrc, s onld estima.te from I 500 to 2 -oo f . . • I lll . ' ' ,o ectmhewht Nea·tl 
~~an abrupt urenk in the b'll 1 "' · '" · 

1 
1e entmuce 

I s on t Je left, where the . .· . . . . 
graudenr. They arc nil bol t 

1 
. J ll~e In prectpi tons 

que. At the other end of t~en:~:r~:g;lrleed,.·am~ so~e m:e s trikingly pictures-
"' o u ve1 ao-am waleus t t 

a mile in width, ant! a new and lo . 1 ° 011 
o more than 

• 'e y panorama opens to the view. ,. -
At the Shiuhina eutl of the detil I 0 e on t 1e slope of the t · . 

OH either ::.ide a, rather h:~nllsome t I I . ernu natmg hill 
emp e 1us been erected 1 f • 

they both appear to ue in . ()" . . ' aUl rom the wntcr 
.~ o 0 0 U :otntc of preservnt1011 J> • • . 

f 
· 1 • n~sma these 11 

ew mum tes t 1e 11a.,odns of c•t . 1 . . o , 1 u o ·~ uu llll" cnme mto .· I t . I . 
tbe far-famed marble rocks . . f . o . stg J m t le d i ~taucc, an<l 

lose tom the pl:un bey I . _,. 
the purple liaht of ev · o- , , 

0111 
Ill u1 m mystery in 

e en IIlo• l he Still wns tlrO[J[Iino" belO\V tile 
we can 1 f horizon au 1e n 1reast o the city which . . ~ 
l..ut w_ith its five pa.goda~ m:d ~troug:~~·:;tc:~a7l:e~i:~::~~' ;,~~~ bre :n .. ~ he d.usk, 
usualtmportance for a Ch · . "' o 

0 Illlpl e~~ •on o( nu-
• wcse ctty · \Ve stayed onl ,. ~ , · . . 

passengers, who came not. I I • a e\\ m mutes Waltlllg for 
' aul t wu procueded on ou r wa. Tl . 

lcaviug Shiuhino- narrows ~ • ·I 
1 

• Y.· lc 1'1 ,·er after 
"' ~om1:m mt .1ctweeu hio-h 1 ·u· 1 

tbeu again broadens int o a I· k 1"1· "' IJ :s a lll ~>tecp IJau ks, 
' ' '1 c- 1 ,e expanse which 

outlet, until another :slmri> ' . •. . • appears to Jmve no 
. COlllCI IS tnmed aud its broa I r I . . 

severalimlcs :;tmight uhend a track f u .. ·l 1 . . • l u e spiends for 

I
. I , . o llllll:s Iel sliver 111 the b ·" cri 
•g 1t. Seeu nutlcr 

511 
•I .·. · llo 1t moou-
c 1 en eurnsta nces the journey ('f • 

a strange lantl has a pccul"· . f· . . . • up a o rca t nver th rough 
. l•ll .l ~cnw.twu, aud I lingered lon rr iuto tl . L 

gnzmg OH fresh scenes aud .weird effects ·~s wc ·I t ~ k le lllg t 
v · 1 1 · • "10 q utc ·ly hv I t 

ei y ate w Jen we reach et! T akh. "' . . " . was . lite, U.llll as •t was dark when ' . 
city ou the retnm I saw little of it. vc passed thts 

The next morn ing founll ns stc·\n . I 
of the bamboo. All :~1. tl I . !Ill~ t Jrongh the coun try pm· ea:cellence 

ong JO Jl\n h w luch we ·c t 
low hills the b·u 1 . ' t s .eep and hemmed iu by 

' • u lOO grows lnxtmantly and in .· 1 f 1 
in the delta It . . I u c l ent tery masses nuknowu 

t
"t' • IS Jere regnnletl as un art icle of commerce au·' 1 
• ·•es are setl' 1 1 . • u arge qunn-

• l owu t te nver by raft. Th" I b . 
appears . Ill am t e timber trade, which 

exteusi ve, anll that in mattwg, silk, s tmw-bags, limestone, bricks, 
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. 1 1 1 . s would seem to form , d f I l fodder for cattle, and hlt es am lOLll ' 
tirewoo , ne ntH , . lso "I'OWU in small patches 

, f th mti ves. 8u<"ar-cane IS ll o 
the clue£ exports o e I lo d lt The "helvin"' banlts, wbcrcon 
but not in ht~·ge plantations as in t lC e a. " "' . . O'erlv 

the river silt hati been left by the falling waters, bnktl all ~~:. o:tct::e:~:e:~ ha:l 
. . nd where a few wee s e:u Iel 

anuexcLl by the culttYator, a . of ve•retables, &c., many of 
fiowct.l, there were now neatly planted pa.tches ., 

which were already co\·ercti with green crops. 

wucnow. 
. f r • ".· am[ :LbOUt 9 ;l,ll\ , the ·we had now eutereti the provwce o \.1\ano:;L,. l k f the river, 

. V{ ·how bnt on the oppostte l:Ul o 
Pa"'oda. on the lull near ne ' A small rocky 

o b f I .r the city opened out to view. . 
became visible, and 0 ore on.,. · 

1 
. . • ·ed J'nst before 

l b k 'th •t smaller roe;:, lS p.tss 
island, connected by a Sttlll- :w. WL , 'I d 't half broad. and has 

. h . t The river is here about a Ill! e an , ' 
rcaclung t e et y. . . ll 'tnatetl the houses and walls climbing up 
n fine sweep. \Vuchow IS w~ st . . ' near the Fn-ho, or Kwei Rh'er, 
the hills in the hackgrounti for ~ome ULStl1uce fi . t the West 

·' f tl e city :tllll there ows m o 
which forms the western bounuary o 1 ' '. • . k ' . tl l<'u-ho 

· 'I . pos1twn to Hau 0" • le ' 
River. Wuchow occupies a very slmL ::u . 'l f the city. 

. f tl 'th anti wnshwg one sLt e o 
like the Han, commg tiown rom le noL . . the Ollposite bank 

f 1 'tv like Ihny::tn" occupymg Instead h owever, o n secom Cl • ' "' • 1 l a hill 
' . 11 b ·l with one fine temp e am , ' f tl l~u-ho there ~~ only a sma su Ill I, E-

o le ' . h ro . ccted British Consulate. n 
which has been purchased us a, s tte fort e p J_ f .· f the public con-

h. . f the pomt o 'Lew o . 
1Jassant I may rcml1rk that t JS ts, rom " I ·ell for the 

1 11 have ueen c ws 
Yeuiencc, the most unsuitable spot t w.t co~L l , :. <7 where forei<~n ve~seb 

. . t .. remote from the ,me not ,t.,e ,., 
purpo~e. At any tunc I ts . d the Fn-h o it will be almost 

h tl 'llrino· frcshcts come own 
lie, and w en le s o .I ·"tl such f0rce as t.o rend er 

. I ffi ut then rushes uown \\I t , • 
inaccessible, a:; t tat a ne . . Lt rwove healthy, a s Lt 

. . .. '-l Prohabl v the ~nte rntg i t.s pass:tg-e tmpractte.tu c. J • • " ' I 
. I .. • 11 be breezY but it would be terribly exposed m .t "'a c. 

certam y " o u 1 • • ' 

. . . " f, the Wttter i:; Messrs. J ARDfNE, 
The most consp!Cuon~ bmldtn" Lum based all 

' . "' 'ust erected. This firm lmvc pure 
MATIIESOX & Co. ,; new hone, J 

1 
, 1 oucrht from them a 

f 1 't' wall" but the Cn~toms Ht ' e ) "' 
the land enstw:tnl 0 t le Cl J ' CJ • f' c· t . H ouse examination 

11 " f . the crectLon o a us om ' 
:;ite, next to the new on, , OL . ff They have aloo secured mwther 

•1 't . . for the out-lloul sta · ff 
slwds, anu qnm el" f b C . •,

0
•

1011
er the indoot· sta ' 

"d , S 0 t 0 OlUilll~o 1 

bill site to the enstward for rei:lt ence C .. . . St· ff aml the British 
. . At pre!lent both the u,tom~ '· '1 • 

and tlte harbour m.tsteL l " I· bnt these marwe 
1. t. moored close to t te van'' Consul occupy large house-uoa s .. 
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residences are not too accessible from the sh ore in muddy weather. \Ynchow 

preseuts 11 rnther itnposing a spect from the river, and the banks are 

enlivened by the presence of IL host of native craft , which pack thickly to 

the east and all a!ong the banks of the Ftl-ho. Among these the peculiarly 

shaped cargo-boats at once attract attention. T hese have deep bulging 

sides, which, sceu end on, have a remarkable appearance. They are built 

in this manner to l'elHler it difficult for the Customs officers to gauge the 

quantity of cargo and thus ctmble the crafty owners to evatle p l1ymcnt 

of full duty. The city, which has a population estima ted at .-30,000, is 

fairly built and shows indications of prosperity. I went through the principal 

streets anti found the shops well supplied both "·ith native and foreign goods. ':.; 

The pro\·ision shops Poutainctl an abnutlancc nnd a variety of fish, fmits, nnd 

vegetables. I noticed baskets fn ll of small lizards for sale as footl, aml some 

of these arc carried. tlowu to Hongkong, where they are sold as medicine for 

sick persons. I am sony to sn,v t he Chinese skin these wretched reptiles 

alive, and they are sold without the skin, which apparently has some com

mercial value. The pewter ware, which is often ~upposcd to be specialite of 

Swatow, iR mannfacturell both in Wuchow and f-ihiuhing; the designs at the 

lat-ter city are the more tasteful and characteristic. \Vn cbow possesses 

several fairly built but not peculiarly cleau temples. On the opposite side 

of the street to a temple in the centre of the city i;, a rather striking gateway 

having three archways, with more pretensions to architecture than stnJCturcs 

of the kind in Chinn. n~nally tlisplay. It cert.ainly forms a most effec ti ve 

out look from the street :tllll approach to the ri ver, which lies some for t.y feet 

below, down a sheh·ing mud l>nuk. At tlte priuci ptd landing place up the 

l•'n-ho arc two carved iron pillars, which were formcl'l.r nsed to connect a 

bridge of bolltf' f:OilliCr.ting uoth hanks. 

pillars t.hcy a rc nearly 700 year;< old . 
Accordiug- to the in~criptions on the 

Although neither the wall>: no1· t he 
temples show Rig ns of any greM age, it i~ kn own t hat Wuchow is a place 

of mueh anti•Jnity. The city i~ said to have been ercet.etl in A. D. 592 and 

legend avers t.ltat an earl ier to1vn existetl a little helow the prei<ent site. 

\Vucbvw i;.; subject to flood s in the snmmer, wh en the rh·ers rise many 
feet above t heir banks, or a total of sixty-four fee t difference between sum

mer and winter levels s iucc the recortl lms ueen kept by the Imperi:1l Mari

time Customs. I saw the fiood marks on some trees near Messrs. J ARDIN~:, 
MATHESON & Co.'s compomlll, which prrn·e that at certain seasons the 
people lm.q• to hetak~ rhem~elves to the upper :>tol'ies of their hou;:;e;; for 
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refuge. These floods :..re, however, rcgn.nleL1 ,·cry philosophically, and no 

provision is n.ppn.rently made to cope with them. Whether they arc, a s some 

of the natives think, n. not unmixed evil, i:; perhnps a matter for debate : but 

they tlo not appear to work much serious <lamage. 

A TRIP UP THE FU -HO. 

Having chn.rtcrerl n. steam-lauuch for the pnrpose, we made np quite a 

party aft.cr titlin nntl aHcentlecl the Fn-\J.o river to !1. place called, so far as I 
r.onhl mn.ke out, Ang-how, about fourteen miles from Wnehow. On leaving 

the s te!tmcr 1Vuclww, we stcame<l to f.he north of the Fu-ho and proceecled 

slowly through the nnth'e shipping whicl1 lineR both banks of tha,t river for 

n.hont hn.lf-n-mile. The water of the Fu-ho is clc:tr and green, in striking 

contrnst to the red or tn.wny water of the Wc!!t River, which holds so mnch 

sand in solution. The outer suburb of Vfnchow, I remn.rked, was a mass of 

chn.rred nnd blnckeuml ruins, the result of the raid made upon it about a 

fortnight previous by a baud of n.bont one hnnclrcd armecl robbers . Curionsly 

enough, the tnll pawnshop, which was the centra.\ point of their attack, stn.nds 

still uninjured n.mong the wrecked houses around, the attempt to fire it having 

entirely fn.ilctl. Sevcml of the inhabitants were killecl in the fight., and the 

brigands got off with a quantit.y of loot. The inci,leut affonls tt striking 

commentary on the manner in which property is protect-ed in t.ho Central 

King<lom, and shows that the security afl'onlml by city walls is, in China at 

o.uy rate, still a ren.lity . 

W e soon lost sight of \Vnchow, the ri,rer takinp; some sharp bends 

between high hills. The country is well woo:led, aml in the valleys, which 

were occasionally revealc•l between the hill:>, culti,•ation of sweet potatoes , 

yams, sngar-cn.ne, n.nd vnrion~ crops is carried on. But of towns or ln.rgo 

villages no trace wn:; visible, n.nd peasant life was roprescntecl by a few men 

and women here aml there cultivnting the alluvial soil left exposed on the 

banks by tbe fall of the stream or herding hnffaloes. One or two small 

s teum-lnnnches were passed towing hon.ts, n.nd some passage boats were seen, 

but when about ten miles np s tren.m traffic seemed scanty. There is, how

ever, a goocl deal of t raffic wit.h Kweilin , the capitnl of the province, though 

the amount could uo doubt' be enormously incrcn.sed hy the suhstitntion of 

very light draft s tern-wheel steamers for the native boltts. Many small herds 

of wll.ter buffaloes wore plt~se. I , some of which were encountered swimming 

ac:ross the river. The cn.lvcs, terrified hy the bunch whistle, took refuge 

among the row~<, who obviou;.ly supported them in the water. 
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We landed nt Ana-l b 1 . o IOW y t le tud of a native boat which put ff . 
response t.o our h ·1 z - o 111 O.l • mu. gre the sour looks of tl e and wl . I man appn.rently in char.,.e 

wse snrly and sullen counten:..nce nothin.,. could li.,.htcn up . 1 _,." ' 
the silver be t 1 ° o , 1nc Uulll" 
1 k f s .o~et as n. cumsh.aw. After lt walk of about a mile on the "' 
>nn s, rom whtch a view of t I ' ·I . high . ' o emu y cxtens1ve t.mcts of cnlth>"lte·' e t· 
was obt'Lill' bl 1 . · u onn ty ., a c, :\nt makmg a detour to avoid n. hem\ of snitfin" and ho ·t'l 

buffaloes, we rejoined the launch, weighed n.nchor and st"rtell '"'t· o t s I e W I w " re urn to 
.ne lOW. e touched the bottom once on the w:ty llo,vn b tl 1 • ut got otl' again 

Wl lOut muc I difficulty, and arrive•! at Wucbow about~ , fi l ' 

l
'ttl \'ffi 1 · ' p.u •. , m uw some 
1 0 t 1 cu tv m thre•1•lin"' 1 ° of the Fu-bo." ' ,, :l pas~n.ge t rrough the smnll crn.ft nt the month 

I was informed t1 t b ·' In augers were very pleu.tiful round Vtr' ucho'Y, and 

The nrmatlillo is also common 

tigers I saw nothing and heard little. 

Bird;; seemed scarce, but I saw one or 

were hunted by the nath·es, who eat them. 

in the country up the Fn-ho. Of 

They do not appcnr to be plentiful. 

two varieties that were new to me. 

The next morning dawned dull cold d thermom . ' , an wet, aut! on cousultitw the 
eter I found tt had dropped from 8fi de()" F · l "' . 

afternoon t.o G 4 de a Of 
0

' '
1 

Jr. on the prevwns 
o • course we all aot i t , . 

dustcout I had t•tken . . l o n o "n.rmer clothlllg, n.tlll IL light 
' pto' Cl acceptable. At bren.Ha l 

slight but clistinct shock of earthquake hnd been fc l; ~sh:~.e :~o::l~ted thn.t 11 

nn one observed it on board the s ten.mct· I l l a.m., but h . Jnt anll.n"ed to ao '\shor l 
nve another ramble through the city after bre· kf· ' t ~ . o , e an t 

or curios bttt tl · .~ '
1
" 

111 ~earch of ad venture 
· · • · 1e rnm came on so s . ·tl ,_ I the . 1 m,u y tuat n.bnndoncd the intention 

Ill< ncement to face the sleet and mncl not bl'in~ sufficien t.. ' 

THE RETURN JOUR~EY. 

We lift.ed anchor 1 t 2 SO t .. p.m., s lcamed ncross the river to the 1 
anchorage, aucl picked up th . . . 'erosenc e pmns tte, which was taken in tow I 
on the return yov:tO"e wit! 1. 1 • :1.lll s t:ntecl 

• "' 1 n. 1g 1 t cargo aud few p·t~ " . 1 
raining, but. the skies looke l rk I . . •. .. senoct s . t. was st ill 

l I e c e:trJUO", a promise tl t f . 
two hours Inter A t 

4 
° · · la Wnfi ntilletl some 

' · p.m. we passed Fo1w Cl ll 
the left h· I· 1 · "' lllen, a smn. wnllcd city on 

.\n '• y mg amon·• lovely ~ . 1 . portance. About -
1

• "' , eene•·y, wt hn.\"IJig no commerc ial im-
a. <> p.m. we were oppo ·it D · 

town on the ri crb . . . . ~ c osmg, :L very condiJernhlc 
o t. b,\nk, n.t w!J.JCb until recent I v the t , ,. 

l'~lll ff)r pns~CII ""I'I'" . ' . . . . . . • . s e.\mCJ s were wont lo 
'='- • 1111 ~ I'> n J:tthcr nnp'lrt:mt contrc of trn<lc . tl . . I · , 1e1 e ~ ~ n n.r~c 
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lekin establishment the re, n.ml small nntive c raft line the banks for some 

distance. 

A quarter of an h our Inter we were passing the famous rock k nown ns 

the Monk's Head, ca.lled by the Chinese " Fa P e w." This great lnndmark rises 

1,410 feet from the river bed, bnt 11.t first sight, approaching it from Wuch ow, 

it appears much lower. The rock seen from th:~t point nssumes the appen.r

o.nce of n gigantic crouched fignre, the hentl bent forward overlooking the 

surrounding country. \Vheu abreas t of the rock, however, its proportions 

are much more imposing, aml as y ou leave it in the rear it presents the a!\pect 

of a tall shaven bonze with a spectral looking fnce s tantling at full he ight 

gazing solemnly over valley and river . I t is certainly a very s triking look

ing eminence, and could not be easily scaled. 

The twilight wns deepening into dusk when we s lowed down opposit.e 

the city of Tak-hing. This place is approached through a short gorge, and 

stands on a plain on the left bank of the river going down. It is encircled 

by a wall, but it was too tlark to see much of it hcyond t.he houses on the 

bank, partly screened Ly thick c lumps of trPes, autl a nine-storictl pagoda 

perched on a low hill at one end of the city. The plain is h ighly cultivated, 

and Tn.l<-hing ought to be worth calling at. Silk is largely produced in the 

di~trict, and there iR un extens ive matting industry, which is capable of grent. 

e :xpansion. Tnk-hiug is a wny port, but few pas~engers have as yet been 

picked up there. The Cock scomb Rock, n. curious jagged ridge, one of th e 

salient features of the riYer, Rome litt.le dis tnnce further tlow n, wns pn.!\Recl in 

the dark. 

After dinner it was clel\r ami hrigh t , a nd w ben the moon g ot up we ha cl 

some beautiful reveln.tion;; of scenery as we s wept tlown the r i\rer to Shiu

bing, some fifr.y miles distant from Tn.k-hing, and when~ it wn~ intentl<>ll to 

anchor on arrival. 1 tnrnctl in a bout 10 p.m ., n.ml slept sonntll.'· until 

wakened hy the noise~ nttendMi t 0 11 nrriva l a t l:'hiuh iug n.hon 1 3 n.n1. 

:-;HWI1IN G CJTY. 

A tap at the cabi11 tloor ~ome time h cfore cln.wn rvmindetl me of the 

arrangement made the pre vious evening to vi~it the ::\Iarhle Rock~< nncl tltc 

Caverns before breakfas t, so I tumblell into my togs with all speed, joined 

my fellow pa ssenger~! on lleck, nnd after n hurriecl snack we ,got into u. hoat 

ancl pulled H!<hore a t the cen tml landi ng place of ~hiuh i ng, monnte<l the Ion ~ 

[ ~.2 1 J 
fl ight of cut c:rrauite ·te I 'J . . e . :s ps 1'1.1 WJtlt great neatness tu tile t f 

and, ~russmg a piece of unoccupied lau. l, plunged in to the ci~~ u 
the unuk, 

The iul.wbitnnis were u t · . u Jllst tnmmg o ut aud Juanv of tl · J k 
were openiug their cases ao I d'. I . I . • • IC stop ·eepers 

. · • l t:sp nyw g t ICII' ma uifold ware• ~ 1 
getlC, hatl not taken down their shuttet·~. Lilt t l , . ome, ess en er-

. ., • u 1c purvevors f f 1 
kmds were all 

011 
the a ler t 1 tl.t d , • · o · oot of all 

• l:t. lll . c ay s snppl.ies of fisl R l f 
tables a nd f m its were a ll .· . · . 

1
• cs 1, owl, vcgc-

on 'len' nntl bnsmes;; ha I I 1 
:-:;peaking of titil.t I mnv be .

0 
• , • ·k ·I · • L a reat Y eommencctl. 

. ' . I H:nt ,u t H~t we had n kind of fro ·I 
pmchnsed here, fo r hreak f•t" t· '"i . 1 "'

1 

wnter sole, ·• ., ·• " 11c t was must del' · . 1 . . 
ordinary sole, hu t s maller, the flesh very wh ite an<l fin~CJ:I:l~~· dcl~c:~:e~ l ke the 

S hiuhitw is fur a Cl · · . f' ~ .· u ucse City unus ually well b uilt. No donut tl . .. d 
It . .; ormer posttlou as cnpi tal of th . . . r liS IS ue t.o e ptoHncc of l\.wau"tnn"' y . 
parted importance still cli "' t . . • o ,. es ttge:r of de-

11o 0 It Ill tl.Je brC<J.lltu c\ca · J' · . • 
main streets the excel! , . f . ' • 

11 
mes.;, and style of its 

' · ence o t ts }Jave1ue t J · f h 11 s, au Its com purati ve f d 
rom t e odours which usuallv assllil t'-c I t . , ree om • ' · u pe< es n an s uo·tril · Cl. 

towns. I t undoubtedly r•t.nks h ' h . h' :s s tu uuese 
• • 

1 
' 1g In t ts res pc et, and is certai nl 1. 

compar ison the cleane::~t ,
11

.
1 1 1 Y ueyood all 

' l ea st unsavoury t I 1 
nese Empire. S ome of tl I own la\'C seen in the Chi-

. te S lOpS Ul't: handsome UIIU W lJ J' 
~-:oods of a ll uescriptions \') t l : e ~npp tCd ; ordinary 

' \ te. ter lll~t l vc or fore iort b 
them ; hut I f·~iled t o d ' o 

1
' may c Jlllrchnsed in 

' tsco,·er any ,, curio " shops T h I . 
l.o :::ibiuhiug al·e the article . ( I . cony things pcculiur 
or otl . d · ) s most y cups and saucers null imaores of .llud·' l . 

tel g o s made out of the I I o u 1.1 I ocn marble, which cun be LotJ<Yht here :tt 
mot crate prices. P e wter-ware . , I . . o " I l . l:s n r;o made Ill considerable nnietv 
..cvcra s lOps m the ou tsk ir ts. " 

111 

l lm,l uo t ime to visit a nv of the pu hlic buil I' . 
thotw h some are . .. I . . lmgs, but these arc extensive 

0 ' Ill !t l.~ t. ICI' l'l ll llOIIS conditiou ll . r I . . . . ' 
temples wi th in the wall s f . . , Ol l lt '' c Ill ,·e,;tlgatc an.v 

• 0 1 t.nne pressed. 0 . . .. 
rhe Marble Rocks to b . . m piOgl.unmc was cut ont, 

. e VISited, nud :;o Oil we wcu t ·t . I l 
passin .,. under three loft I ·' " ratg lt t lrough t he eity, 

" Y arc lCu oruteways tl · . I 
arc alwa,·s clo~ell ·t.t d k o • ' . te uou stm Jetl gates of which 

" v • us · every d a • · 1 I f City would tL .· . . •)' Wi t I , ancy' excel! cut reason. The 
0 u Cf\\ I Se he nudcJ IJy tJ i.J J' · 

of whom we saw u t.l . " \"' le ntH lt t t who infest the tii st riet, Lut 
0 u no. • e pausetl to r un 11 p fi ·,.I f . 

to the walls whicl I t 1 . . a I, lt o steps lemltng on 
• . ' I no et were tn a u excellent ·t te f . 

whtch I shoull 
1

. , , l 'k 
1 

s a o preservation, null 
• L lit.\ e 1 e•. much to h·we e. I I VIews of th . . • p tam JU a tcd, as 1 cuul,\ ~cc the 

e SUJ rouudmg coun try from thent . Id b l:ih' hi wou · e very iutcrcstiug . la 
m ng there were uo h ostile wonks, no unfriend ly canaille to hang u u 



. ouservn.tions of u. person~~~ and disgnstiug nature; 
our reu.r, n.ud imlnlge m , l l l d on uoth occasion:<, and utter-
the I)eoplc were perfectly civil aml wel ~~ mve I> . 

. · , £ tl 0 ('ttV of ~am :s . 
ly unlike the rowdy tnhn.brtn.ub o I ' . 

' 
TllB }IAl"tBLE ROCKt: AND CAVERN~. 

I l l . 'tt'' we had cn!!:nged awaiting us , l.mt . J ( • . , fOIIIIl t 10 C 1,1 ~ " · 
Outoulc t tc gfL .e, "e . t 1 to the heaveus , I pre- . 

. d the ·utt h:td not yet moun c< . 
n:> the an· wa:> keen an " . r ·ta.nce :.unon"' garden s 

I Our path lay for some l t;; ' "' 
ferre1l to stretch my cgs. 

1 
.• 1 1 >oking temple, built in 

. ,1 J \1. ne w 1tntl c 1cer.n 1 

o.ud lily poml:> uuttl we rcac te • . 1 Ot"ttion The approach 
f trnishctl with rather supcnor l cc , . . 

the usual style, but l . . I' I . 11 no douht closed at lllght. 
. d d b a va le !U a very :so tl w.t ' 

to thb rs gu:.~r e y "' I phin across which the po.th , 
h I . e nerved on t 1e open • • • 

Pass ing throng t 115 we 1 0 
• 

1 
. , , y It is but n. narrow 

) \ll'SUCS 1 t,s l eV IOIIh '1\ 0. ' 
on o. slightly raiseJ. c:.~usew:~y, I 1 b . two shhs of granite laid length-

f t in witltb {OI'IUCl } • ' 
trt!ck about two ec ' . l ·1 b n,bont a foot wiue. Before m, 

. · . . tl narrows to a smg e s a . 
wtse and tlus ptc~cn . y 1. 1 ~ · ·t of "'ronps or Ill some 

. the famous Hocks, w IIC 1 cou:,t:s "' 
across the plum, rose . l' ·1 bl ck in C0lour, which s l.nm1 

. I t l ·ccipitous lulls, purp ts I a , , 
i nst.n,nces, u;o a CL pl d f 1 are retl mountain s beyond. 1 he 

1,1 · ·t the backo-ronn o l 1 out very ho u y agmns ., '1 , u 't was necc:os:~rv to loo' 
\ ''\I! UUO!lt three llll ClS , l\!1 I ' ' • 

distance to be tmversel ",. . l nouc too cvcul ,. ll\iLI. 
. , . . . , :;\nu:; verc very slippery am • 

to our feet n, the gunut c . .11 Cl . •se conutrv ro:uh;--a work of 
. . ... t' . 1 1)' ltkc a 11110 • 

The highway l:i nuqne~ IOII.L) I . . . . th:tt of uonudary to 
. . . . l t( ·erl'l:l ·t Llouh e put.pu:sc. 

simple utility ; It J>i contrt ' et ) ~ , of (•ommunicatiou. The 
tl under water, am1 us a means , 

the tieltls, then UIOS y ·. d . 1 't ueces:;ary to s upply, here 
f tl • CCO!Uli10U~tl-1011 rOll elCl I , . 

limited nature o le a I . I . t ·· it is pos, iule for mccllug 
• <1' • • l s tone · ~t w H e 1 P0 111 

" 
aml there, n, wtucr ad tttOit.L , , . . 1 ·e t·ten•lv lautled in t he mud 

. l pnrlv belll" 1111\l ' ' J ' 
J' to JlaSS Wit !OUt 0110 " J e wa)'lll.l'crs 

or water. 

. :.. . cl•cu where the 
b d wu.lkCll quickly- -a pomt ' " rea. . . 

In dne course- -we fl <1 t • ine which ann of Jt, to 
. . . ' 5 'lll easy mt~Ltcr to e crm 

track dtvtdes, lmt It " a. ' . l'k fi •11 intervened between 11:5 and the 
1 "'ll shallow lake- t c e L 1 take. Only one aro • . 1 , f these were now seen to >O 
R k s T bc s teep Sll e, o . . 

um~rest g roup of oc . l ' l tl bn sc · of some were thickly dotted 
· h CS W 11 e 1e •• " 

dotted here u.!ll1 there wtt trc , . . ' 1 , f the two nearest hills were 

with vegetation. 
Far up the prcctpttous stl c:s o . . 

mmmsterics, to which ut firs t s•ght tbCIC 
perched picturesque temples or 

appeared no means of access. 

[ :J:l3 J 
At the foot of the noarcst Lill thus honoured stands an ancient Buddhist 

temple of con5iuernhlc <limens ions , to which our guide conduct.cd us . This 

temple, I was told, was erected duri ng t he Ming dynasty, anti it bears unmist.t~.ke

uble signs of antiquity hoth in its structure and in the idols it enshrines. It is 

built mainly of the blue brick of the connt.ry, but the uases of the gren t 

woo:lcn pillars supporting the roofs arc of white marule, discoloured 1m,l dulle<l 

by age and exposure. The temple com;i~ ts of three courts, oue .nuo\·e the 

other, the inner one being renchetl by a double flight of stepH. Iu the first 

or outer court there is a mos t. inte res ting g roup of josse:>, consisting of three 

huge gilt Buddltas, placit! aut! stately, and ten iron figures, painted in origi

nally bright coloms, now much faded. These sta tucH, rangc<l fi vc on each 

side of the Budtlhas, arc no douut representatives of sages or notable pen;on

agcs in the Buddhist P an theon. I n the second court were en:;hrined three 

really fine bron:r;e lluddbas about ten feet in height, well cttst, and in good 

preservation. A han<lsomc thoug h not larg e bronze bell wit.h a sweet toue 

hung in thi ~ court. A seeutling to the inner and highest court--the holy of 

holies-- we fonud another striking g roup of ueities ami warriors. Iu tho ·centre 

was a grave, calm-faced fig ure of Dmhlhn, flanked ou either s ide by a pair of 

bronze effigies evidently rcprescutiug two of his di sciple:; with shaYcn c row11s. 

On the riglit and left of these mock-looking honzes, were two truculent war

riors of the Miug period arrayed in nrmonr, uoth endowed witu mos t ex

pres~ive fea tures audmuch vigour of gesLnrc. Oue of them is thoruug hl.v 

typic:tl of the C hinese itlc:t of a ·'lmwc," and we~trs a 111ost feroeions nut! 

ulood-cmd ling scow I. 

Quitting th is iutcrc~ ti ug temple wo then proceeded alot•g (.he base of the 

rock to the mouth of the famous limes toue e:tve. I coufc~:; I was some wha t 

,\i :;a.ppointed at fi r:;t sight of this C hiuc,;c \I'Omlcr. The entrance is low a ml 

looks much lower tha n it rea lly i:>, as there is plen ty of room for the tallest 

man to walk iu upright. T he ca1·ern :;:peedily willows 0 : 1 eu te1·i ng, atlll af te r 

traver:;ing a paved causeway n di~t:~uce of ;;omc eig h ty feet, the hea:.l of it is 

reached. The bottom of the ea \·ern is full of wa ter, aud the pa \'Cd cause

way, which is raiiOll 011 ei thcl' s ide, ha;; been mnole for the cou vc nieuce of Yisit

or,;. The roof g mdunlly grows loftier until at the head of t he ca ve it r i~es into 

quite a lofty J.om e, the a ctual height of which we were uuable t o discover 

although we scut up scvem( iucffectivc C hinese rockets . There is n peculiar 

weiril echo, :md oue rock when s trnck by a mat bn.g gave forth ~~ loud rc

son~lnt sound almos t like the booming of a drum. There wus uo need for 

.... 
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b 1 At the henJ. of the cavern 
torches, becau:>e the light entt:rs from bot t lH s. 

t\ other outlet is a sma.ll rock cut t.emplc, the presiding 
a few steps up near 'e fi . f the Goddess of H e:weu, ,;eated in a. deep 
divinity of which is a gme 0 f r l 

I l'f s'lzeu fi.,.ures of warriors, each carved out o so H 
Two near v 1 e- , o f · recess. • y et auother fl i"h t o stau·s, 

blocks of marble, !l.lso stand in this sanct~nry. tlln ot· l~er side of ~he J'(Jek, on o. 
1 · the open all' on " 

and we found ourse ves m . . . Cl teret.l where the bonze 
t f · 1 from wluch :1 room ' ~ 1 

• ' 
small gallery cut on o 1 ., . . • . in a book kept for the 

l 1 . . tes us to mscn he om nn.mes • 
comes forwrm ant Lll\' 1 . \ ' . :b ted among the priests and their 

Th' J.one autl some Slher l n;tll l1 
pnrpo:>c. LS l t . . t the aboriO"iues to a scramble, 

. t . th ·ough the crwern ant lea "' 
satelhte~< , we re mn 1 

.1 . \lack of ~rallautry toward:> 
the males showeu t\ l;at • o 

in which, I regret to s:\y, I k nn l 

1 
·l ould luwe liked to vi:>it some of the ot !Cl' roe s l 

t1·e weaker sex. s 1 · ·r •· tll~'nv u . r I t IeruHI ue pa '" J 

'- . the marble is quarried, bnt tunc t 1t no l . ll 
sec wume . • f . ~ colours 11.5 we 

l with lieccs of marble o vanou, 
was in several parts pave< 1 1 bl t v is it any of the m o-

k d m e white I wns a so Ulllt e o . 
as of jet blac. au p . . ~ in lace~ where there was n.pp:nently only 
nastcries perched up on the tocks p b I . I r i\'cr is no uoub t ob
footho1d for goat:!. A splcmlid view o[ t c p am aut 

tn.innble from these eyries. 

. 1. 1 . . f . qnaiut ,\c:>eription, 
I t iu to the ch:ur:>, w uc 1 \\ e1 o o ,t 

Our party t !CH go . , .,;,1. l' er Thev aro so small t.bat the pa~-
. I I Id 1m·t"ll1e to •-=> 1111 lln.,. • 

pecnlmr, s IOU ' o ' 
1 

. 1 t the s ides yet without !t 
.· 'or\ t. ·tml thcv arc ,oxet np a . 

scnger hns to :;1t tlo 1 • ' • . f ll' er i 1 front 011 a level wtth 
. l' tl shutter of black matting a m., t 

roof, a ilapptng IL · e . tl or conceivable purpose • 
• er t l view but n.nswerlllg no o I . 

the eyes, obstructlllo !C . .. ·h t l "ottom when crettiug into Lt, 
· 1 I t U'' foot turoug le u "' 

They are so fratl t mt pn 1 J " • 1 t of u.uother somewha t 
I t I collnpsotl umler tue welg 1 

u.ml one of them comp e c y • . I . . t the water in the paddy 
I f th arty nearly lctLLng mu m 0 

heavier mem Jer 0 e P ' . 1 f ·eyancc n.nll at the first 
t t' ·ed of thu; mote o con' ' . 

field below. I. soon go n ( 1 t f p·tyincr) with both ch:ur 
J 11 connectiou :>~we t la 0 • e 

halting place ;~:ere . ~ e l Shiuhin" without further ad vent me, stopping only 
and Learers. e reac 1 t 0 

. b J 'th all des patch. The 
bl ware and went on oar W l • 

to purchase some mar e , . l I 1' ·cctlv we were on board, and 
I ·hor was wetg !Cl l u J 

s teamer was all ret\l y' llllC • ·h . l . ·h we should have reached 
we were quickly under s teltm lor Sums tu , w llC 

an hour earlier but for iuterposing timber raft s. 

l . rwers and then coutinutld 
· k · 1 ·ome car"'o am po.s~e o ' 

At l::iamsbm we too u s . o I k .1 J\.~onrrmiiu the lo.tter 
1 t:patKumetn · auu "'' 

the voyage, calling, a!:l Oil t !e.up ~ ~ ' H " " ng harbour about i a.m. on the 
in the dark, anJ arrived safely lll ono o 

25th October . 
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The trip is a most enjoyable one, and affords n complete cha.nge of scene 

to the jaded resident of Hongkong , while to the s tranger in those parts it 

will afford a gootl idea of the inland navigation of &>nth China a nd the 

resources of the delta. The scenery is certainly not so g rand as that of the 

gorges on the Upper Y1mgt.ze, but it is incomparably superior to any met 

with on the lower nrm of that great father of waters. 

For certain facts regarding Wuchow I am indebted to the excell ent and 

interesting report by Mr. Ac nESON, Commissioner of Customs, on the trade 

of the then newly opened port for 1898, while for much general information 

I am under obligations to Captain THOltAs, of the stea.me r Wttc!tow, whose 

readiness to impart it and general desire to minister to the comfor ts of the 

passengers I am only too pleased to acknowledge. 

DIFFICULTIES OF NAVIGATION. 

The difficulties of naviga.ting the West River nre very cons iderable. 

Sandbanks occur frequently ia somA parts, and in others rocks are numerous, 

many of them being only vi~ible at. very low water : indeed, by fa.r th~ 

greater number never show, hnt have from two to six feet of wntcr over 

them. Needless to say, none of the~'<e dangers arc yet buoyed or lig hted. 

The· rocks in the river between Shinhing and Wuchow are indicated by a 

bamboo, am\ the Steamboat Companies, the steam-launches, and the native 

pas~age bonts combine to pay t he leper boat s for keeping these dangers 

indicnted. There are, however, many other dangers s till unknown and 

possibly unsnspectcd. T he commo.nJers of the river steamers have therefore 

to maiu to.in a ceaseless vigilance; one of them toltl me thn.t he now kuew 

just enough of the river t o make him anxious. The .A•lmiralty chart of the 

West River nntl t!elt.'t is fnr from correct ; it is indeed ouly approx imate. 

Cnptnin Tno:uAs showed me a channel drawn by h imself on it w hir.h did not 

exist in the hydrographer'~ knowledge, and throug h wh ich he was the first 

to navigate a steamer. Captain Tnm tAS is b~· degrees making :~ correcte•l 

chart of the West Hi\·cr, uoti ug all new t.ln.ngcr:; or obstructions discovered, 

but this is necesso.r i ly a s low bus ine~"· as the ra pid movement of the steamer 

rloes not give him t ime to perfect many observations. No <loubt the Ch inese 

Imperial Cust.oms will ~oon gh·e some attention to this mat ter of buoying 

nuLl mfll·king the da.ng<·r·s to nn.Yigat.iou in the W c!'<t River ntH! its trihnttwies. 

Another form of obstruction to navigation, and one which is often cn

~'Onnt.ered, is the t.hought.les~ manner in which the men in charge of the hngo 

timher rafts monopoli ~c tl1P f'airwll,,r. Twice in my hrief <'xperinnce l :<nw 
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the fai rway eompletcly blocked by these cu mbrous craft. I t is not uncom 

mon for these rafts to men.sure more than an n.cre, and t o h n.vc h n.lf n. dozen 

huts erected on them, and they ·will put clown their anchors anywhere without 

cons idering the obstruction to tm.tli c invoh·ed. There should be some reg uln

tions to control the movements of the timber rafts, or at any rate to p revent 

them blocking the entrance to the Si~mshui creek from the W est River. The 

launches engaged in the towing of small cmft down river sho!Jiu also come 

under some rcgulntions a s to lighting, as t hey often fail t o show any light 

a t all, and on a dark uigh t collis ions a re thus often imminent before their 

presence is discovercu, and the danger is the g reater a s they not inf requently 

ha.ve nearly a score of bont.s in t ow. 

Since the above wn.s written I have hccn supplied by Captain TnO)IAS 

with some more detail c(l not.es on the nn.vi~n.tion , which I think ~>honld prove 

useful. 

H oxGKONG TO WEsT RivER. 

The long lines of Hsh stakes he twecu Lin tin a nd Ki An are very dan

gerous becau~c they f rcqncntly have no light~ ; some of them nre between 

300 an(l 400 ynrd,; in leng th, atHl the !~ takes are :~.bout eight inches in 

diameter and project from ten to fourteen above the water. The cntmuce 

to the W:tng-moon is very tlifficul t , as there is only a narrow channel through 

some fonr-:wd-a-hnlt mile;; of sn.ml ba nk s. There arc no leading marks, us 

it is all fiat country . On the western si!lc there are a few h ills, but at night 

the distance ean only be ealculntctl by mor()st guesswork. D m ing the 

do.y Off and Crag h la1His m:ty be nsctl, hut ou a J ,trk nigl1t it is very oft en 

imposs ilole t.o d istinguish them from t he h ills hehiml. V essels not infre

quently run ashore a ml h:we to wnit fo r t he tide to rise before they can get 

o ff again. Th is applies more espccittll~' to ,·e~sels engaged in towing, ns t.bcy 

c:tnnot go astern w hen they fhul the w:bter shonling, for fc:tr of w inding the 

tow-rope ron iHl the propeller, or haYing a eolli;;ion with the lighter coming 

up n.:; tern . A lig h t is batll .v want.e•l either on C ra.g Island, or on a. light- ,·es::el 

moore(l in the clmnucl. 

On the ehnrt, Forester Ro e.,\;: i ~ markc,l on the righ t bank of J unction 

Chmmel, insteull of which it i;; about :250 tD aoo feet from the left h:wk. 

This rock hn;; about six feet. •n·er it at low wnrer spring~ . T >'ni I-loi Chu.•> 

i:; a brgc roek jnst b r.low :he entrance to .J nucrion Channel, anti con ~titntes 
a seriou6 dan.~er (lnring t he ~nmmCI' month!!, n.R it. is then eoYeretl. On tlltrk 

11ight~, too, i t. i>< \'(\\'~· tbn~crou~ , Hi' there i~ rml; n. narrow chn nnc! ou e it her 
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s ide of it . A · b n Iron encon mi!!ht easily be placed on this rock, f1·om which 

This is where the torpedo-hoat wns n red lnmp could be hoisted at uigh.t .. 

wrecked. 

Thel·e are fo ur reef,; be tween K nmehuk an(\ K on ·,.mnn not nln I I 
the chart. T \ 

0 
lb k o .. r \ C( on 

.1 • 
I san< an opposite K on•..,rmun Ollo"ll t. I 

I 
t > >c snrveycd and 

mu! . et ' a;; lt. only leave,; a vcrv ll 'V'l"> L tU T ·w Shck . I • ' . . w chnnuel off I he Cn~t 'Ji ll r loiiSO 
• ' • I S :mot. wr 1\Juk no t. rn;,.:·ke(l on the clnrt . i • (' .. ''' J? l . 

'l.l ' 1 1. • • • •· 1"'' Olt • , 11• ·ou . 
I IU l <IS a uull t fulll' HJOL OVlll' it . t . • ' .'0 • I . b ww W;~Ler :s pr i ll ·'~ l'II01'•J ~ ~ a 0i l;~" '"" llu 

eit l er s ide of it. J ttst above K ulo a reef o . l I. runs out for ovor one hun:lretl 
yar< s ; t us, also, find:> no place on the chart. 

In the centre of the en trn.nco to t ho S . 
11 I 

' amshni R cnch there i;; n sm.LII 
sanL Jtm c wit h four foe t of wn.tcr 
shown on any cl!art D . Ol~ it in the winter months ; this· is not 

· · · urmg the W Hi te t l b k 
N orth Hiver und '"' . r le an s n.t the mouth ' of tho 

eloo .t com plete cha1we '\ntl 1 . • 1 
channel. T he Ba r shoals ll{l t f . f o • c.L' e o~l y a very narrow 

o 0111 ee t, and uo vessel IS ahle to rr t . 
than ono-and -a -quarter mile of t l C .,e ncal er lC ustom House D nri r " th f I 
en trance to S nmsln · · . , ·' · 

1
"' e res 1ets the 

ll lS 'cry uangerous. In mak in"' it . . . l 
been s wept ashore wl .

1 
. e sevma vessels ha ve 

I l d . . ' 11 e otuers have been turned right round iu spite of t u 
le m an engmes, a nd only Slwed from severe damacr b . . o 

go the anchor. o
0 J p10mptly letting 

Narrow I slawl nllll sn.nd bank is . . • there he' ~~ vmy awk ward place on a un.r k nitrht 
mg only a narrow chan nel and n. nnstv reof in the mi I ll . "' ' 

from the r irrht b k A )' • l ( e rnmu ng out 
I o an . . lght boat might with advantaae be mooretl on tl 

upper ent of the ha nk. A nnmber of rucks exi:..t " . . le 
t he Luttow Sandbank a nti t l . k . off the left bank oppo"te 

' ' 10 I OC • on winch th R IF 
much f urther out than ;:IIO \VIl Oil . • . . c oa. was wrecked ill the ehart. 11 l hnoyed. u s o Jst ructlon ought to he 

A nother very (langcrous rock on R 'l 'o a dark nigh t is that k nowu as F la t 
ock, aho\·e T ak-hin"' tl I o · • ' . aver t isastcrs, a hnat wi th a reu l i~h t OIW ht to 

JC moored a longside it. llus ror>k oulv ·I I .. o tl C . :-;lOWS \\' 1CII t.he W!t t·Or fa ll s 4' 6" 011 
le nstom~ g unge. 

Pni Sheng Hock, or Pan T nnor <:; ( )· • 
close to t ile l<•ft I I I "' '· 10 ,, IS mm·ke(( on the elmrt as hcin "' 

' ~ ·~n " W 1e • ' t ' · o '\ . n • , , leas I JS Ill the mi tldlc of the ri\'cr Th I I 
• m r mg was wrecked on this rot+ It 1. k I . e ore la · · '· ~ mnr ' f' t dur1'1t.!!' 1 · two h•tml 1 

1 
- t lf' Willter with 

• •oos '~'P t t terc h.'· a leper. 
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From the Dosing L ckiu S tation to Wnchow, the river is full of rock s 

and m nd banks, u.nd the second Bnr has to he erm;sed ; th is bnr only hn::: 

i ' 6" at ,·ery low w:tt.er, nnd there :u·c several rocks on it, h enc>e the utmost 

cnrc nml vigilnncc :uc required in nnvignting . ~'[orcover it i ~ Ycry risky for 

nny vcs~rl to go n hove the L e kin Stati011 aftl'r clnrk during the winter 

months, ns it is impossible to piek up the b~mboos that show the rockR, 

or rhe leading marks t o r.lenr the varionf' <!anger~. l)nring the day 

t imc the h:uuboos plncccl by t.h c fi~h crmcn nml lepers to mnrk various rock' 

arc of n~e to a certain es tent \nu ~hould HOt he' relicti ou nhogether, as they 

are often :<hiftccl out of po~itiou hy mft~ , nncl dnys may sometime~ clnp~e 
hefore they are replaced. All the;:.c clan)!e r:=: should hP mnrkl·cl by l'pnr buoy~. 
under Lhe cont rol of the Imperil~! :Maritime Cn~tom~, who might employ t hP 

:;:~me fi shermen and lcpc ri! who look n,[ter them now. Th i!< would insure the 

buoys not. being rcm o,·pd nncl wouhl ~rcnn• tn rh('!'<<' poor pPnple rontinun rwl' 

of their lh·c\ihoocl. 

The first obstruct.ion met with in thi1< pa~sngc i~ n llecnycd bnrrier iu 

the Sni Wan Cha nnel, the only intlicatlou to which is a deacl tree ou the 

hank. This haniN ought to he mnrked hy :1 po!<t with n lnmp a~ i~ •louP iu 

the Canton Rh·er. 

There is no chnrt of the Fu-Ln-Kong. This is n !< hort cut from the 

Tni Shek ba.rrier to the Chnn Chnne C h nHrrol. l r is very mnch nscll !luring 

the summer month;;, ns it saves nn bonr-ancl-a-hnlf iu a pas~nge of four-nml-n

half hours. There i~ one rock in mid ~trcnm ahn11t two mile" from the T ni 

Shek eutrnncc. 

In the C hnn Chnnc Chnmrcl, there is a unst-y n•ef of rock s, hut the 

owners of junks rnnning between C hun Chunc, H ongkong, aut! :Macao k eep 

a light on the bank abreast of the rocks . The silk merchants hn,·c a roll 

buoy with a rerl lamp marking n rO<\k, nt the entrnne<' of the creek that Ientl ~ 

to Shun Tuk. 

The Brick Kiln Creek, Shun Tuk Branch, Tn.m Chan C hannel, and 

Fnt~hnn Brnnch nll want Rnrveying, ns vessels ('Onltl n~c them to go to Sarn

shni during the !'nmmer months, nml save n early ~i x hour;; t herehy . The 

rocks at the Kmn C'huk rapids n.lso ought to he blown up :md then vP!\RCI~ 
coul<l use thi s creek nearly nil tho ~·ear ron nd. 
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80~IE ~OT.EI':i ON TRADE. 

Tl · · · Je .1pphcatwu of tire lus pcetor-Geucr I'· . . 
~te:un Navi.,.ntiou Rcaulat'o . I . 11 " m tcrprctatwn of the Iulnrul 

. o o ' us IS t omg much to render the t . J f . 
vc~.-;e ls Hnrmnnncmti vc. Tl , .· 1 •• 1 Ill e o fo rc1gn 

le 111 ICll Oil~ mnuucr iu '•I . •I . 
a lrencly s ufficiently poin ted o I . . ' uc r tt work~ ha:; been 

.· ut, am l t ~~ to hs lwpetl that the B .· . · I . .. 
will ~oon be eoal'inccd t l . t I R . t ills r :\I uu~ter 

· 1'1 t lC egnlnttons ha vc r •c . · . 1 1 . I.Ju ~ expressed himself ·u . . l c Cl\ ec l le fau· trial he 
' txlons t ICY shouiLI reccil·o s· R 

rending of them reduce I tl ,. ·I • . . • '· u· onr-.tn HART's 
1 le ug t t of navw·thon on t l · 1 l 

somctbiug like tt farce an i . lt l I I o' w tn a iH waterwn.vs to 
' t .t . wug 1 t IM mal• possibl ' l>' l 

Govcmmcut ha 1 · . . • · ) 
0 

w l:l. t t.lto Chinese 
• l Ill contcmpla tiOil when mnkilw the • . . . · . . 

t:uuly not. w hat the n :r· ·b G "' couccs,wu, tt 1 .~ ccr-
.. . 11 1" OI'Crumeut had i u yj , ·I . 1 • ,, 

Sr r CLXIJJlE M c , . e\\ " wn t 
1CY rustrncted ~ 

A Do:SAI.!I to ue"ottal.o fo r it Tl . 
mitted to call ttt. C\'01'\' {lhc ., ol . . . IC steamers shouhl l>e per-
. • • c ou tIC nvcr or I I.; tributari . ·l . . . . 

(..n::;tom:> ~tatiou . Before tl ,. .. 
1 

• . 
0

" " rcr c thoro 1s at 
. IC P" VI ego of call uw at Do~i w . . . • 

t he rl\·er stcalllcrs scldor k 
0 

· 

1 
o "as Wttlulmwu, 

u tno np or dropped lo~. th · ff 
passengers at rh is l>usv to w [f 

1 
·"' · '

111 1 
t.v to seventy 

1
• k • 11 . t IC ~teamer,; were allowed to 11 
\.OW ·ouu 1 tlonl t • l Cl~ nt 

0 ' J 110 • a nrrrt: pnsscu uc r· ll"tffi. 11 . "' e • c WOlf l ~0011 l•c ('l'll'lte l •I I 
cargo mwut prolnulv Le . l'ffi I , , ' ' • wug r 

<:> ' • lllOIC I I Cll t to di\·ert f l • 

'l:Lcro i~ u iarge mat ting export from T ak-hiug-, am;~::l ~~:i~~~u:wmcd channel~. 
of straw utws arc ship" I 

1 

1111
o oomc thousaurb 

e :-Cl lJ (! \ ' C l',\' Stt:alUCI', an<l thc tl" d · b 1. • 

doul>t grow steadily if the Lek' . l : . .t e rn otu wtll uo 
, Ill ,tlJt lOll t iCS do not ~eek r l' . 

cru.U. The s ilk botl.t from T t l· l' l o Ltvert IL l·o ll:ttive 
. ' ,. u ng nlll alw,·e \\'tr I . 11 

1 k 
· · c 1 0 "' Is n carrietl 1 , • 

• 1111 • uwm;,r to the lc kin hei1w · · 
1 

"" e•m~ulul·ably lc,;s than t ltc I . 11 'J . ' c . l ntr i lliJl• l ~ed I 
10 J.• anlrmc 'ustolll~. '." 

The J>l'<>spc!cb of ll':Lllu Oil the Wc:<t l{,i,·cr will I . 
.\annillg -fu aud P ose ar. ' I . no 'ollbl II II J>I'O\'c when 

e opcllec to :;team uan.ratiou lnrt. lln•il tl 
"reat •lc,·el . 

0 
' • rc u lltl ,·en' 

"' opmcnr eau he I! Xf lectcJ Tl • I l . . . · IC le 1.:1 '" nch ·urll . 1 • " 
":11'"'' vr ncralh· fi 1. · . . . . ~ ' ' u •>c IICt.l ve, unt 

"' o • Ill " u,. \1 ay I ll uat.r ,.c cntft clowll t C· . . ·o · f 0 .tlltOII fMhl Jt Will l 
' me tune l•c ore a 111• . . · 1 .... 1 . ' 10 . uul,lt et .tu c port.wu of th:tt lt'" fn • I .\ . I •• c eau H' cnptt . I 
• or ~~ t Jcre m ut· h lik e lil.t 1 f tl . • "e(. oot o re trade ou the rh·cr •th ' • I SI . I . 
gorges iucrea;;irw rapiclh· Tl t I . Ole I IC '· llllllng 
s '. ·. ,. "" . . tl' eouu ~'.'· H',YOt lll tho:;<~ lmrriers is not. either 

f~~~~·t.lly uch. or J~rotluctin·. and tuough the tmdc wil l O'L'''"' with rhe e, 
Cl ti re~ prondctl lt will uc a 8low "U l .. I I " n " " I "Uiu lt:L l)rQ<YI'll · · 'J'I tmffi. · 1 ° "' ~~. le passe rwcr 

c, lOWe\·cr, all alOIW lhe r' · · ·I I J 
0 

'l'b . ,.. 1\CI ~ JOll L atln~nce qnicklv aud lar<>cl 
c natives arc ·tl r • • l . . . 0 y . . "nys l ent 'J t.o a v:Li l tbemscl ve~ of f· . l't' I' h 

tl'llve!J' rr 'f , . .tcl I IC~ ·or C eo.p 
m"' I no ohstmctwu~ ure pluccd iu t he way. 



[ 230 J 
Tbe Customs rettu·us for 189!l ut ' \-" ucbow aud ::;amshni Loth showml 

a most. satisfactory increaso ou the tigures for t.he s ix months of 1897 during 

which they were open, aud there is no doubt that t.he export;; will go ou im

proving if only the tnule bas fair play. The trmlo in imports is iucreu:;iug 

all the tirue, but tratle musr. ,;nffer material ly if the constaut pim cics on the 

rh·cr are allowctl to go unoheckctl. 

THE NAVIGATION TO POSE. 

Whe n I pa:sscd through Sam:lhtti OH my rctmu, the Commantler of the 

Saudpiper wa~ contemplating the pmcticnhility of an ascent u p river to 

Nanning allll Pose, ~tml he was s:wgnino as to the ability of h is cr:~ft ro m:tk<~ 
the passage although the river w:~s fa lliHg pretty fast at the time. The 

steamer:! built for the Wuchow tmde would uot be nble to get up to :JII nuning, 

as they dmw too much water. A very light t:mft, ahnost tlnt-bottometl, with 

;;temwheel, similar to the boats useu for the trntle on t.he upper roaches of the 

Red River iu Tonkin, would probably prove the most suitable for tho npp~r 
reaches of the \Vest River, 1tml I nmlerstaml that two steamers of th i:; type 

are now in course of coul!truction in this Colony. 

H.. CHATTEHTO~ WILCOX. 

FORTNIGHTLY 

CURRENT Q1JOT AT IONS 

FOR THE YEAR 1899. 
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FORTNIGHTLY CURRENT EXCHANGE AND 
- ------------- · ---·------------. Private 

Telegraphic Credit~, 
Transfer. ·l months' 

sight. 

U ocu· 
meutary, 
4 months' 

sight. QUOTATION!'. 

On London 
Bank, 

-1 month~' 
Hight. 

- ----------.---- - - ---·---

Fortnight ending 7th J anuary, .. : ....... l fllH 
1/11-H 

1/11;1 
Do. do. 2lbt January, ......... 

Do. do. -lth :February, ....... . 

Do. do. lHth February, ....... 

Dn. do. 4th )'[arch, ..... ... ... . 

Do. llo. J:;th 'lllarch, . ....... . 

Dn. do. l~t April, ......... .. 

Do. <lo. 15tll April, .......... .. 

Do. do. :!\ltb April ........... .. 

Du. do. Utb 1\Ia.y, .......... . 

]I<.'. do. :!lth ~lay, ......... .. 

Do. (\o. !Otb June, ........... . 

tlo. ~-lth J une, ......... .. 

Du. ~lh J uly, ............. .. 

<ln. ~:ln<l ,July, ... ........ .. 

]Ju. tlo. 5tb August, ........ .. 

!J,,, d"· 1\lth Augu~t, ......... 

J lo. <lu. :!111! September, .... .. 

Do. <lo. ltilh !:'cptcmber, .... .. 

llo. dn. :lOth Scptcmbm·, ...... 

lln. do. 1Hlt Oetober, ... .. .... 

1) ... do. :lHth O.ctohcr, .. ....... \ 

ll tb :>; O\'cmher ..... .. Do. ,]n. 

D o. do. :l~t h ;..! ovmnber, ...... 

Do. dn. !ltll December. .. ..... 

Du. do. :l3r(l December, ... . .. 

l fl l} 

l jll{--! 

I/ li H 

l)ly'\; 

1:1 l t.} 

l jll-} 

l,llH 

1/1 1 }-~ 

I f 1 1}~ 

I'l l~ 

J 11~ 

l,lly\; 

l j l l~ 

1 fll ~ 

1/ll H 

I ll ~ 

Jjl l ~ 

lill·~ 

1'11 ~ 

l ll ~ 

l jll ~ 

J: ll ·f';; 

I 11{'.; 

1 :'1 1,' . 

l , lOi 

1 {ltlfr 

I ;lit 

J!IIT\ 

1/111\; 

1/11 j'\; 

l Jll ~ 

l I 1 ~ 

I j ll ~ 

l /H~ 

:!.0 

I '11 ~ 

l.IIH 

1, 1 1 ~ 

t; ll i 

l ;l 1H 

ljlll. 

l / ll ~ 

1 fl1 ~ 

I jll -~~ 

l jl 1 ~ 

Il l~ 
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BULLION QUOTATIONS DURING THE YEAR 1899. 

On 
!•'ranee, 

4 month"' 
~ight . 

On 
Bombay, 
Demand. 

On 
Calcutta. 
Demand. 

Bar 
Rilver. 

~---- - ·-· - - - ---- ---
Clcnn 

Mexican 
Dollars. 

Gold 
Bars, 

98 
touch . 

Gold 
Leaf, 
l OO 

touch. 
·--------- ---- - - --- ---- --- - ---------

l'cs. !L>O! .R!l- l·ltl 10} % pm. 9J % pm. ~ % pm. $5Ui0 $•i3.0o 

I<'<'~. 2Jil! }lg. 1 !ti:)

J-'<'S. 2.i;) Rl; J 41\ 

R s- H6! IO~ 

Rs- 141) 10} 

·H.Il- Hti~ 

R&- 146 

Fcs. 2.49! Its· H<l ·Rs H fl 9~ 

F•·~. 2.4!1~ Rh- 14G~· ·Rs. 146! !1{ 

Fe•. Vil Rs· 147~ 

~<'<'~ . 2.ii3~ .J~ 1 ·18! 

Fe~. 2 .. >2:\- .R;;. 14 8 

l~cs. 2.ii2 R s- 148 

Fe~. 2.;';2 

Fcs. 2.ri2! Rs 14S 

-R& 148 

l tll- J.Hl 

·R&- 147! 9t 

Rs- 141<! ) 9 ~ 
Jts . I-t.~ !I~ 

ll.F.- J.l i< 

·ns- HR 

R& 147i 

Rs- 148 

Rs- 148 

Jl& 148 

9} 

10 

I Of 

]()~. 

10 

fl'c~ . 2A!l} Rs- IH~ .Jl& IH} 10 

Ircs. 2A7 ·Rs- 142,} .R&- 142; 10 

Fe,:. 2.:;0 

Pos. 2.:i2 

Fe.~. 2 .. i2{ 

1-'cs. 2.5S~ 

Rs· 142f 

.Jls. 1H ~ 

&. 1451 

.Jt&. W i 

Rs- 14.; 

Rs- 142} lOt 

Rs- IH~ 101 

R s- W it 10! 

Hs- Hli 1 0~ 

fu;. l 4ii 10~ 

" 

,. 

" 

,. 

" 
" 
" 
" 

,, 

~< · ·• 

s.o . 
s~ •I 

!J} 

!}.1 
• H 

91-

" 

,. 
., 

" 
,, 
,. 

., 

1} 

1' • 

~ 
H 

p • 

2} 

2i 

3t 

11 
4 

I.~ 

l ~ 

,, 

$51.60 $5ll. OO 

$•i2,Qij $!i3.oiO 

$52.80 $54.2ii 

$:i2.70 $54.2.i 

$52.J,j $ ;33:7U 

$51.90 $ii3.40 

$iil.ii0 $1'.3.00 

S·i l.OO $52.50 

$51.00 $5:?.if, 

$51.00 fl•i2.7ii 

$51.00 $52.7i· 

$51.15 $•i2.!10 

$5 l.lii $ii2,!l0 

$iiO.!l5 $i\2.1l.i 

S•i l.Mi $53 .30 

$fi 1.6ii $53.40 

$51.80 sr.a.ao 

$i>2.i0 S5U O 

$52.80 $M.50 

$;i2.30 $r>3.!l0 

s,; t.s;; $i\H.4o 

$5l.7;i $53.30 

$iil.95 $53)i0 
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THE HAR BOU R :dlASTER'S HEPORT . 

..:Yo. 71. HARBOUR DEPART:IIENT, 

IloNGKONG, 24t!t Fehruary, 1900. 
Sm,-I have the honour to fo rward the Annual Report for this Depart

ment for the year ending 31st December, 1899. 

S HIPPI NG. 

1. Tho total tonnage entering aucl clearing <luring the year 1899 
amounted to 18,101,309 tons, being <tn increase, coJ.Uparecl with 1898, of 
835,52!1 tons, and the same number in excess of any previous year. 

There were 44,278 arrivals of 9,052,501 tons, and 44,349 departures of 
9,048,808 tons. 

Of British Ocean-going tonnage 2,587,478 tons entered, and 2,?87,369 
tons clea,red. · 

Of River Steamers (British) 1,714,728 tons entered and 1,775,44 1 tons 

cleared; making lJ. grn.nd tota,l of British t onnage of 8,725,016 tons enter
ing and clearing. 

Of Foreign Ocean-going tonnage 2,352, 740 tons entered, and 2,347,745 
tons cleared. 

Of Foreign River Steamers 5,823 ton!' entered, and 5,823 tons cleared ; 
making a grn.nd total of Foreign 'ronnage of 4,712,131 tons entering and 
clearing. 

Of junks in Foreign Tra.de, 1,849,435 tons entered n.nd 1,846,749 tons 
clem·ed. 

Of junks in Locn.l Tt•:tele, 482,297 tons entered, and 485,681 tons 
cleared. 

Thus-

British Ocean-going tonnage represented 28.5 °/
0

• 

, River , , 19.5 °/
0

• 

Foreign Ocean-going , , 25.8 °/
0

• 

, River , , 0.6 °,/
0

• 

J unk (Foreign Tl'ade) , , 20.3 °/
0

• 

, (Local Trade) " , .5.3 ° I o· 

2. Five thousand tht·ee hundred ana eighty-six (5,386) steamers, 58 
sailing vessels, and 22,566 junks in Foreign Trade entered dut·iug the year, 
giving a daily average of 76.9 as against 9G in 189~. 

For European-constructed vessels t he daily average entry would l•e 
14.91, ag-o:~. inst 15.1 7 in 1898, and, of the steamers entering, 68.17 °/

0 
were 

Brit. ish. 

·""' 
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3. A comparison between t.he years 1898 and 1899 is shewn in the 

following Table :-
ComJlm·ati1•e Shipping Retumfor the Years 1898 and 1899. 

18\18. 189!'1. 
I 

TNCREABE. DECREASE. 

----------- ' ---------- --·--------
Ships. \ Tonnage. Ships. Tonnage. JShips. Tonnage. Shi p~ . Tonnage. 

~:~ 7,·li">6 ['8,7o:>,ti·lg . 7,408 8,725,0Hi ~--.-•. -1!)~68 4s ---.. -.-
foreig n, ........... . S,li02 

1 
4,5H,085 8,497 4,71~,1H1 ! •• • 165,046 105 

Junks in Forei~n \ ·:: -. ~~ .. . ~~ \"t-;:" · ~- 6 " : . ~ l" 869 
T

. 
1 

. ;)8,93ti :1,1>26,,., .1 4.,,0h7 3, !'16,1~4 I ... 69..130 " • • 
l:H C, .... . . ... . 1 

TntaL ...... Ii!l,!l!l-l i, l6,~4!l~~5ii,!li2 17,133,331·
1
,--.. -.- "253,844 H,022 ~--.. -. -

.Junks in Loenl \ ,1 ~q- : <>0 '9'""' \-:;~,c- H !)67978 \2"020 "81") I ']'. 1 . ~fhJ ,).: oi .::'Jh , .... :rOJ .,_~t) ,), ) '. . I ,,, .) ,o ... V • • • • • • 

lfl.( c........... I I I ' 
Gra!lll T• •tal , ... 

1

;:;;-:r,; \ 17;2~ ~~ '1s~:;Jo9 i23,020 835,5:J!l 14,02~ ~-.. -.-

·---~ ---
;-\ETT, .. .. .. ....... . .. ........ .... \ S,!l98 8BS,:\21l I ... I 

* Includ ing l ~ ,iUO Cm1scr van cy :t11<l Du~t BoA.tH mea~nring 409,lHO tons. 
t lncluding 4.ll1S Conservancy nUll Dust Boats mca:;nring 108,~34 ton s. 
t fnclnrling l2,8:lli ColJ:;er vnney an1l DuHt Boats men>'ming 316,300 tons. 

4. For vessels under the British Flag, this table shows a falling o:ff of 

48 ships. This may be attrihutetl to the return to normal conditions of 

the shipping of the port. In 1898 there was a large extra number of tramp 

colliers entered from home. These were subsequently employed in the 

inflated rice trade to Japan, which continued up to the end of 1898. These 

steamers have uow returned home. An additional cause for the diminution 

lies in the fact that the steamers of the Northern Pacific Line have tUl·ned 

over to the U nit.ell States Flag. There is also a great decrease in the 

number of srtiling vessels calling here which, alone, would account for 

more th:m the 48. 
'rhe British tonnage, on the other band, shows an increase of 19,368 

tons. This may be accounted for by t.he gradual substitution of large for 

small vessels. 
For vessels under Foreign Flags, there is also n. numerical decrease 

with an increase of mea.surcmenL The decrease of 105 ships is explained 

hy-(i) The total disappearance of West River Lorchas under German 

colours. {ii) A certain numbet• of Get·man cortsting steamers, usually 

calling here, having been, during the greater part of the year, on time 

charter in the Northern ports. .A.nll (iii) Three Danish steamers, of small 

tounage, and of formc1· frequent. entry, have ceased to call here. 
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The increase of tonnao-e f 165 046 . sta.rtin"' f " o . , tons lS accounted for by- (i) Th 

• t- o a new Japanese hue of steamers the 0 . . e 
calhn"' here (ii) Th · ' saka Shosen Katsba 
... " . e mcreased number of J apanes . ' 

(m) An in crease in Marty's Fleet (F : h . e coastmg steamers. 
Line, having shifted from B ··t· h t Ut~nc ). (tv) The Northern P acific 

11 18 0 mted Sta tes colo 
here during the first half of th . urs, were running 
many steamers now em 1 d e yeai. (v) The greatly increased size of 

P oye on the Euro1)ea . Tb British T 11 1 uns. e remarks as to 
sal mg vessels (above) also apply here, • 

5. The actual number of shi s f E f R ' p ' o u ropean constmct ion (e 1 . 
o Iver steamers) entering the pol't durin.,. the . , .~c us.Jve 
312 British and 291 F . " yeat 1899 was 60o, bem•7 

oretgn. o 

These 603 vessels entered o 31~ t' ... , v uues a!Hl gave t t 1 
4,940,218 tons. In 1

898 656 
' a o a tonnage. of 

• vessels entered 3 564 t in d , 
aggregate tonnage of 4,871,21 3 tons. , tes, an gave an 

Thus 53 fewer vessels entered 203 1 , t. . ess nn es a nd " 'WP t t 1 t 
mcreased by 69,005 tons. ' " ' · a o a onuage 

STEA.i.\1ERS. 
-----------------

Fhtg. 
tihips. No. of times 

Entered. T otal T ounacre o· 

1R9~. 

. ·. ---~---

Bnti~b, ....... ..... ""i 303 
Austria n, .......... . .. . . \ 9 
B I · e gum, ....... ...... . .. 

1 1 
Chinese, .. .. .. ......... • 21 
D ' I . D !\IllS l, ............ . ..... 1 7 

utch, ........ . ......... ' 5 
Freuch, ........ ......... ,. 20 
German . .. u~, H .. ' ....... ... .. / o 
It a 'YalHm, ... .. .. ... ... 

1 
2 

alum, .... .. ..... . ...... \ 2 
~;lpauesc, .. . ............ , 60 
._,orwe,.ian j 3. 6 Porttw~tetie' · ....... · · .. 
R ·" ' ...... ... ... ! .. . 
S nss~au, .. . ............ , 1 
~ pa111sh, .. .. .. 3 
United States ....... .. ! 11 ' ........ . 

-
Total, ..... .... J 568-

1 

- --- - ·---- - --
1899. 1898. 1899. 1898. 1 1899 . 

l,ti90 
25 

l 
2 11 
68 

(j 

---· - - --- ___ I 
·~-----

1,654 1 
9~ _, 
4 • 

HJ I ! 
11 

2 

' 
2,545,055 I 

66, 15~) I 

:?,1 7 4 
2o.2,61 a 

43,045 

2,557,920 
71,195 
4,.374 

248,~09 
23,.-560 

~,83D 2,470 

289 
11 
3 

1 ~ 
7 
1 

20 157 221 
695 6 32 

7 8 I i 5,227 218,G69 

1 
HBI ,094 ' 826,27 5 

•5 2 11,696 : 6 13 ];) 4,596 
68 240 3ao J 

18
•
993 I 2G,71 0 

n _ ,"502,618 • .,-,) 8} '""' 
:<:·~ -')04 12' 1/ 

1 
V l · I 

V V ~ ~8,21 3 2 .. . 
3 

l : l I 7 ,2'20 
3 J • •• ! 1,67~ 

1 ·1 I :1 ,427 ; 1 ~ 3 6 I I,:Wo : . ,889 
I , wj 48 ! .,

9
_

9
, ; :l,JJ<i 

" ,. <) I i;O,-HJ3 

55; 3,338,3,303 11 ~~750,14;ii -·-4-S--; 64,385 



SAlLlKC Sll lPti. 

------- \ 
::ibip:.:. 

~ o. of times 
1-:ntercJ. 

Total Tonmtgc. 

Flag. I 
I 

-~---· · -
\ - ~- 1-:,99~ - -- - 1898. ~~ --1 H_9_9_. -HWb. tbH!:I. Ul98. o 

-l--
3() :2;3 115 :27 ;):2,287 I :29,5;')!:1 

Briti:;h, ............. ·· ---! 10 o~ l6,9Ul I 9,~~l 
German, ·•• · • .. · · .... "

1
\ 1 1 79-1 \ 

36,240 I taliau, .. · ...... ·.. ...... a
2 

:2.-5 -1-1,233 
UuitcJ States,........ ... 382 
Dauisb,.................. i ... 1,114 1 
French,............. .... . 

2 
... 2,159 

Hawaiian, . •. .. .. .. .. .. 0 .. . z,:ms I 
Norwegian, ............ 

1 
.. . 471 

Ru s::;iun, · .. · ·• ·•· .. · .. · 1 .. . 309 \ 
Siamese, ........ . ...... _ --------~~----- --

ii8 121,06.3 ! 75,833 
Total, ....... .. 88 53 226 

. . , :- · ·h Ollicers anu 27 ]'orcign u. 'l'he 312 Bl'itisb ships cal'l'JCd ~,286 hutu; ' 

Officcl's ; as follows:-

British .. ..... .. ......... .............. .. .... .. . ........... 2,286 

German .. ... ................. .. .. .............. 

United Slates .... .. ....... ........ ............. .... ... . 

Dn.uish .... ............................... . .. ... . ..... ... . 

s,vcJi~U . 0. • •• ••••• • •• I . .... . .. . ........... . . • •••• • ••• 

,\..ut;t 1·ia u ... · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · ·· 

l~ortugucsc ···· ······· ···· ············· ······ ··· 

10 

8 

5 

l 

'l'otal, .. .. ..... .. : ...... 2,313 

f 1 18 °/ · compri-. f 1, . O.fficel'S was there ore, · o• The proportion o < oretgu ' . 
. f 0 69 o/ with au increase of shtps. 

sing G m~tionalitws-a decrease o . ... o 
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'l'he 291 Foreign ships carried 1,867 Officers, ,of whom 253 were 

British ; borne as follows :-

In Japanese ships .. .......... .. ................. ........ 159 

, Chinese ships ...... ...... ........................... 73 

, French ships... ................... .... .. . ..... .. 9 
I 

, Belgian ships........ ... .... .. ......... .. . ...... 8 

, United States ships .. .. .. ... ......... ... ...... 3 

, Get•man ships 1 

Total, ........ .. .. 253 

The proportion of Bl'itish Officers in Foreign ships was, therefore, 

15.6 ° I 0 , distributed among 6 nationalities. An increase of 4.3 o 1
0 

on 

1898, with a decrease of 26 ships. 

Of the cre\vs of British vessels-

17.6 % were British. 

0.7 i. , Other Em·opca.n~;. 

81.7% 
" Asiatics. 

Of the crews of Foreign vessels-

2.2 /. were British . 

24.0% 

73.8% 
" 
" 

Other Em·opeaus. 

Asiatics . 

This shows a tendency towat·us n. greater employment of Asiatic labour 

Loth in Bt•itish and Foreign vcssds, with a corresponding reduction in the 

propot·tion of Europeans. 

At the same t-ime, there is a reduction in t he percentage of " Other 

Europeans" employed· iu Bt·itish ships, n.ud an increased proportion of 

British seamen employed in l!'oreign vessels. 

Taking the tot.'l.l entries and departures, the average crew of British 

ships was 60 (an increase of 3), of whom 18.2 % were Europeans (a decrease 

of 1.8 %). For Foreign ships the average crew numbered 53 (an increase 

of 6), of whom 26.2 i. were Europeans (a decrease of 2.4 i.). 
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T RADE. 

'1. The l>rincipa.l features to be remarked as to the trade of the port. 

for the year 1899 are :-

(i) A large increase reported in the Case Oil imported. 

(ii) The import of Rice, which had more than doubled in 1898, 

shows a still further increase. 

(iii) A great decrease in the Coal trade reported. 

(iv) Sugar and Hemp also show a great falling oil. 

Case Oil, which was stationary in 1898, appears to have increased by 

21,4'73 tons in 1899, (or 36.4 i.). Bulk Oil, on the other band, has declined 

by 6,335 tons. 

Rice again shows an inc1·ease of 24,435 tons, or 3.2 %· 

Timber increases by 14,511 tons, or 31.0 i.. 
Coal, which hall increased unprecedentcdly in 1898, now suffers a 

reaction, and falls off by 130,410 tons, Ol' 25.25 %· 

Hemp dec1·eases by 22,292 tons, or 40.0 %, while Sugar declines 

84,260 tons, or 31.8 %· 
'l'he net decrease in imports reported amounts to 206,884 tons. 

In exports there is also a. decrease (net) of 237,298 tons. 

'fhc transit cargo return shows a net decrease of 62,6l !l tons. 

As has already been point ed out in previous :\nnual returns, these 

cargo statistics cannot be rega.1·ded as accurately representing the trade of 

the port, as they are compiled from information gratuitously given, without 

any special staff or power to demand accurate returns. 

8. The total import trade of the port for 1899 amounts to 28,010 

Yessels of 8,5'70,204 tons, cal'l'ying 5,'707,898 tons of ca1·go, of which 

3,750,195 tons were discharged at Hongkong. This does not include ton-

nage, number, or cargo of Local Trade Junks. 

[ 241 ] 
--------.-----~------I -----

C ARGo. 
CoUNTRY. Sm Ps.l ToNs. 

---·- - -'---· CI.ASS I. 

Canada, ...... 
Continent of E·t~~~·p· ~· " .... · .. · .. " 20 
Great Britain · ' " · .. "" .. · 111 
Mauritius ' .... ..... ......... ... 156 
United Ht'tt~~........ ............. .. 3 

'..................... 136 

56,740 
279,458 
431,791 

2,671 
319,719 

Dis
charged. 

21,766 
106,R15 
229,155 

1,665 
204,860 

--~ 

In 
Transit. 

130 
194,306 
492,461 

... 
107,462 
·- --· -

564,261 791,:}59 
1,090,349 '----:-- - -

426 

CLASS IL 

Au~tralia a.ntl New Zealand, . ... 
ludw. and Strnits Settlement J . s, ... 

o.pnn, ...... . .............. . 
,Java nnd Indian Archipcl~~~ .... 
.North and South Pacific "' , .. · 
Russia in Asia ' · · · · · · ', ................... . 

50 
139 
405 
144 

J I 

84,268 
268,874 
881,705 
181,675 

89 
16,787 

34,359 
202,475 
649,499 
214,770 

60 
il,524 11 I 

7 .'iO ~-1-,-4-33-,-3-98-i--1,-1-06-,-6-8-i 

CI.ASS Ill. -~ 

North Borrieo Coast of Chin:t ......... .. ...... .... 15 1 22,765 
Cochin-Chiua'' . .. .. ........ ···· 1,129 ],441,014 
F ' ..................... 246 

~~~~;~~~e. i~·~~·r~;i~ · ·· · .. · · · · ·...... 150 i~~:~i~ 
~ainnn and Gulf ~f·i;~~~~·i~.. . .. 148 153,854 
S1am, , .... 298 235,947 
Macao · .... . ....... .. ..... .. ........ . 166 · 171,932 

• .. ...... ............ ....... ... 33 1 2,832 , 

28,480 
247,992 
446,586 
32,150 
77,559 

225,48:3 
268,230 

2,185 2,416,571 1,326,480 

CLASS IV. -
River Stea.mers,-Canton 

::\fncao and \VeRt Ri ver' ' ...... 2,083 1,780,.'351 

CLASS V. - 1 
Junks iu For ·., ·r d 

184,177 

568,590 et oil r:t e, ......... ~1 1,849,435 

TOTAL, . .. . ....... . 28,010! 8,570,204 l-3-----,150,195 -

35,487 
138,08 1 
337,644 

41,371 

2,000 

5ii4,.583 

3,000 
54.0,89i 

7,200 

300 
·19,964 

7,400 

608,761 

1,957,703 

,, 

• 
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f 1899 was rerH'esentecl by 27,962 Similarly, the Export Tt·a.de or 

14 797 tons of cargo, and shipping vessels of 8,563,127 tons carrying 2,9 ' 

493,871 tons of Bunker Coal. 

CARGO. 

SmPs. ToNs. 
I I 

I ------ - --1---,·---·· ------ I 
CLASI' I. I 

Bunker 
-I ~h.i_p_p_et_I._I ___ C_o_a_l._ • 

21 57,013 Canada, · .. ... .... ..... ... .......... SG 225,823 1 
Continent of Europe, .... ....... . 93 287,622 ' 
Great Britain, .... · .. · · • • • · " · · · · · · 

1 8
28 ' 

Mauritius, .. · ·•• · · .. · • ...... · .. ·· · · · · 
9 

1 ,884 
Sandwich I s.lamls, · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · 4 4,306 
South Amer1cn, ... ............ ... , 214,486 

19,291 
66,980 
81,617 

iOO 
120 

'1-,404 
180,688 

21,482 
750 
400 

2,200 United States, . .......... ...... .. .. ,_87 ____ _ 

294 i9 1 ,962 ,~;,;;;-
0LASS II. j- I 

24,832 

Australia and New Zealand, "'! 1~~ 64,230 
India :lnd Strait;; Set.tlcments,... 272,881 

375 790,787 ~~~~n~nd·lt;~li~•~':A.';~i;i~~i;~~:::: ! 36 49,4~~ 
North n.nd South Pncific, ..... · 1 

?7 37,183 

31,506 
240,368 
246,001 

11,474 
103 

l30, 760 

7,145 
55,123 
41,326 
11,011) 

4,625 Rnssin in Asia,.... ... ....... ... . .. . u I 
635 1,214,589 _5_6_o,_2_L_" , __ I_1_9,_2_s4_ 

C LASS III. j-
. 18 North Borneo, ......... .. .......... 1 • 

2 Coast of China, .................. ,
1

1,o7 
C 1. Ch' 243 'oc lltl· m a, ..................... 1 15 
Formosa, ........ .. ..... . ....... . .. . 
Philippine Islands, .,. ..... . _....... ~42 
Hninan and Gulf of Ton km,·... 3~g 
~iam,... .. ......... .. ... .. ........... . 

3 Kinochow, .... · · .... · .... .. .... ·" · · · 
38 ~1r.cn.o ...... .. . . .. ....... . . . ... ..... . 

23.078 
2,074,365 

278,199 
15,l:i45 

150,731 I 
2i2,l01 
95,182 

6, 148 
12,914 

4,499 
570,293 

48,316 
65,865 

123,096 
111,581 
33,110 

150 
1,612 

4,150 
173,838 

48,819 
2,290 

30,023 
41,89.5 
22,088 

480 
15 

CLASS IV. -2-,4-4_7_ 2,928,563 
1 
__ 9_5_8.:..,5_2_2_

1 
__ 3_2_3._5_9_8 

River Stea.mers,-Cn.nton, ·l ! 31,362 26,207 
l1acno nod West River, ... , 2,085 _1_,7_8_1_,2_6_4 1----- ----

C L ASS V. 

. F · T ndc 22 501 Junks m •oretgn r.. ,.. .... .. . ' 1,846,7 49 910,901 
--4---- -

ToTAL, ... .... ..... ! 27,962 8,563,127 2,914,797 493,871 

-
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Comparing this with 1898, we find that the IrnporL 1'rado has deereaRed 
generally. The decrease being fairly evenly dis tributed among the ~evern! 
classes. There is, however, a slight increase in cl~tsses I and TV. 

The Transit cargo has also decreased. 

ln E xports, although the tonnage cleared hns increased by 137,623 

tons, yet the number of vessels ill less by 7,027, and the Export Carg-o has 
dim inished by 91,677 tons. 

9. During the year, 10,90l\ \'essels of European construction, of 
13,437,147 tons (Net Register) carried 7,637,075 tons of cnrgo, as follows:-

Import Cargo, .......... ..... ..... . ... 3,181,605 

Export , .. . ...... ...... .. . ... .. . 2,003,896 

Transit , ..... . .. ..... ... .. ... .. . I ,957,70:-l 

Bunker Coal shipped,.......... ... .. 493,871 

7,637,075 

The total numbct· of tons CMried was, thcrefut·e, 56.8 % of tho total 
registered t onnage, or 74.0 i. exclusive of Rivet· steamet·s, and was appor
tioned as follows:-

I mports-

British Ships, ...... ... .. . ..... .. .. .. . 1 ,71 8,00:~ 
I<'ot·eigu do., . ..... .. ... .. .. 1,463,602 

Exports-

Bl'itish Ships, .. .. ....... .. ... .. .... . 1, 144,090 
F oreign do., .. . . . . . .. .. . .. . .. . . . . ... 859,806 

Tmrlsit-

British Ships, ... ........ .. .. .... ..... I, 191,828 

Foreign do., .. . . . . .. . .. .. .. . . . .. . .. . 765,875 

Bunker Coal

Dritish Ships, 

Poreign do., 
····· ···· ···· ······· ·· ·· 
..... ·· ·· ·· ···· ·· ··· ··· 

2~(1, 747 

213,124. 

3,181,605 

2,003,89() 

1,957,71)8 

493,871 

Ch:11ul 'l'otal, ... .. . ... ...... 7,637,0(:; 

... 
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'('Q'(S. 

\_ 

1

---- ---·- -- ·- - - - - --- - --- ------- l'as:;engcr,; 
l\ 

1

. I \ I 1
0 

k ,, 1\ 1, "t 1 • l'arried. 
· o. o \ Tr 

1 1 
st . 

1 1 
T .1 . ,, nn -,,, . ._.o.t . T t 1 .egt~ ere• . 

Ships. ·~•: t:ll'l!•J• · 1 ' " l'l.c' · i 11 r:ulSI · \ Shipped. . 
0 

Jb. T.mn(\gc. : 
I · · : i , _____ ---- ------- _ __ , __ ____ , ______ --- - --------
i I . : 
, , i I 

Briti.h ......... . . ...... .. .. .. ....... . \ a ,aitl 1,: • .n,.i6~ 'j l .O::!:l,O'it• \ · !.l !Jl ,S:!S \ 2:;:;,231 \ 4.•H 1,60:3 ."i.l71,:H i \ :!8!l,G~ • J 
F<•rcign, ....................... ...... \ 3,367 1 ,~5~•,%0 \ !Wl,·l64 ;,;;,,ll7:i \ :!1:?,427 \ 3.2S3.72G I 4-,700,4.8:; \ 151,448 

!I i.-er Rtc:mters (Briti~h), ....... \ ' ·'" 170,030 j 101,020 I ... ! "'·''" \ "''·"" ,,600.1 <'9 \ 1,090,2•>6 

no. (FI)l·dgu). .... ... l:lt) 7,CH2 I 1(1,31:! ' ... I (;97 I !R,t>SI . ll,64G ! I 
' I I I \--~-----;-------- --~------

l'obl, ..•. .. . .... . •. .1 ' "·"' \ '·"' ·'"' I 2,003,896 ' ·"''·'" . .,,,sn I '·""·"" J3,437,1H I '·""·"' ------.--1~--\ -\--l----1--\------~ 
' "''' io """''" Tro>Le, ········ ··\_::_

1 
__ """' \_::L~-~----=--~-~-~79,·:_ -~:~\ 

llH,098 

To<;!, ............ ... \ "·'" \ '·"'· "" I '·'"·'" I '·"'' ·'" \ "'·"'I I '· "'·'" "·"'·'" 1,700,492 

93,781 -------~--1 1--~--~--~--------
' """' '" 1.~1 T•·o<k,.......... ... 32,605 I 160,286 1 34,01C> •• • ·•• \ J:JO,Ml 

061

'

9

" --\---·----1---1-------' G~nd Tota' ........ ··I 83,627 i 3,9lr.,<S1 I '·'"~" 1,9>7, 103 I I !13,811 I 9,316,307. 10,101,309 I I ,;,.,213Tol>l. 

hJPOR'l'S. 

Et:RuP:·:Ax Co:>sTnt: cT.t-: r> V r.ssEL:<. -------- r··--- ------
1898. ! l MI!I. l ncrea~e. Dect·ca.Ec. 

-----1 ----1 ' 
_ _ _______ ,_ Ko. ~ _ 'l~Hnn~c~- ~ - Xo. ~ ·~·()~nn~-~-

$tcamcr,;, ........... . .... .. [ ;:,338 1 ·1,7;30, 1-JB ! 3,!1o:l I -!,~ G·.f ,.'l8 ;i 

_, TonH~~-~ -No. X o. T onHa.ge. 

;!;) 

lOt' River Stcamcrs, ........ ... J 1,!)7:; I l ,it>8 ,.J89 j ~.m.;:: ! 

s '! ' ' T[ i •N(' J•l ) oG· 11 -u I --k"3 . 160 1" •>•)•) ._a t wg c~~c "• ...... .. ... . 
1 

-- > l - , '" ' '" 1 • . ,, - •h • .. ·.. j' <> • a ,"'"-
' 1 I · . :- -1 - i --- - -1 

1 1·1,237 I 
I ~,062 I 1 ,;so,;,;a 

·1· t· 1 .... . -~"'[\ (' 6'''l -o') l ·· ·1 ·' 4 1 (' -- ·>() -~·" 1 () 0 1 9 ( .. 9c n 1 •)o·· .. .... '>3'' 0 ,J , ......... i v , •l •>" '• >v. ,I - " •' " '·' - ·' Jv 0 ~ >, -!:.1~' - •> ,.,J,..., -

---- - --------· Noli,. ~. J-~. . . . ---:,,~;.~-~~ 10; ~--
;:, l s l,liO.) ~-------------------

I mported tun,;, ...... S,!lt-1~, ·1~!1 

. : 

,..-, 

1:-:> 
>!>.... 

1..-J 

...-, 

t-::. ..... 
'=-" 

.__. 



~, follow~ :--
~-----

i Decrease. ---- ·-· .. --- Increase . ---- -------- -. - --- -
_\rticlel;. 

------~-, -~-- -----
lHHH. 

I 1,092 
500 

189H. 

8,110 

--~-- - - ---
2,982 

lkau~, .. ... ..... .... .. .. ... .. .................. .................. . 

g~;:~:~ .. _ 0:: ·.: :·.: :·_-. :·.·-·.·. :·.·:. ·.-... -.·.·. ·_-. ·.: ::·. ::·. ::: ::::·. ·:.:: :::::::::::: : ~ 811,961 
Cotton Yarn antll~ot-ton,.... .. .. .. . .. . .. . ..... . .... .. .... ..... . ;)(},() L L 
Flour, ............................ ..................... . .......... ! ]():1,.i-1J 
Hemp, .................................. . ......................... ,);),160 
1\:cro:-;ine (_hnlk) , ..... . .. . .......... . .................. ..... ..... : 67,:~62 

. ~·~~~ hR I ,;Ji) I 

;J-J-,4.10 
I 01,!139 
:.t~,H6~ 
(j! ,027 
:-l0,588 

(),41iH 
L~aJ;····;··· ·· · ····· ................... .................. ....... ... ; ~,2~0 

, (ease), ............ . ................................... : ;i9,115 \ 

l.t<pntl 1' ne\, ....................... . .. -.- .......... . .............. , -· l uO • , •) • , f) w-

Op111111, .... . 0 ......... 0 . ....... .... 0 ...................... . 0 ... 0 •• o\ -.63!:\ -·I I ;'j 

1,::!00 

:Z l,-17 ~ 
2,268 

137 

\30,410 
2,141 
1,60;) 

22,292 
6,33;i 

2,150 

2,H;I 
J>iteh, ....................... . ............... .. . .................. , . .. ... i .. . . 
l{ tLtlnn, ............. . ..................... . .... . ........... . .... . ..1 li,-t-11 1 3,998 I • .. ' 
Rice, ............................................................... \ 7:ll,!'l9;i l 111,8il0 ' \ :H,4;{.) \ 
Snndnlwoml, .......................... .... ....................... .\ 2,055 l,:?i:S2 .. . 

1 

77;) 
Sulplnu·, ......... ................................................ \ 53-i ,')06 \ . .. \ 29 
Sugn.r, ..................... ... .......... .. . ............... ........ \ 2G7,422 18:1,162 I •• • : 84,260 'l' . 65• ' 628• 

1 
1 

'>{)• 
on, ........................................ ... .................... ! ' o) '1, ' I I ... I -) I 

Timber, ......... ... ... ...... ... .. ....... . ......... . .... ........... . 
1 

46,599 61,110 : 14,511 I .. . 
Ge"m·a1, ......... ............................. ... . ........ ....... 1,151,149 1,l S5,S2S \ ... 15,321 

Total, ..... .. . . . ......... .. \ 3,388,489 3,i81,6o5- l\- - 64, 1 2-1--.--mom~-
Trnnsit, .............. .... _ 2,020,322 1 ,957,70:~ . ... \ 62,619 

\
--------;----~-----

Gram\ Tot1.l, .. .. ..... ~tH 1 ;),139,30~ \-- ~~4,12~ __ \ --__:3:,~~~--
N ctt, ..................... ~ ... I 2@,.503 

ExPORTs. 

-
1898. 189fJ. Increase. I Decrense. 

r 

I .lS o. Tonnage. N'o. I Tonnage. No. Tonnage . I i\o. Tonnage. 
r 1---- ----------

Steamer<~, ....... ........... ~,3 19 4,72<:,952 3,319 1 4,8til,Ol2 .. . I 132,060 I ... . .. 
River Stenmcr~, ............ 1,970 1,76,i,555 I l,i81,264 115 

; 
1-3,709 2,0H5 ... . .. 

i-'niling Yes~cl s , ............ 230 ]1tj,524 :s7 I 74,102 ... ... 173 44,422 
I -- -- --·--- --- - -- -

Total, . ........ 5,.')19 6,613,031 5,-.!61 1 6,716,378 115 147,71)9 173 4-!,422 
-· ~- ··-- ---- ---

Nett, ......... ... 103,347 ;j8 .. . 

l ---- ------
E xported tons, ...... 2,241,194 2,003,896 ... 237,289 

I 

Bnnkor Coal. I Strs. Strs. Bnukcr Coni. Stre:. I I3nnkcr Coal. Strs. Bunker Co;d. 

- - I_ _ _ 

Steamer,;, 3,319 467,729 3,319 l 467,664 I I 6;') ... .. .. .... ....... ... ... I ... 

1,970 1 

i 
River Steamers, ......... ... 2.'>.922 2,085 26,20i 11.) 28.i 

I 
... ... 

I I ---·t-- - -~- -----

I I 
Total, . . .. :····· 5,289 1 493,651 [),40-1 493,871 115 285 

I 
65 ... 

l ---
I Nett, .. ...... . 115 220 
i 

... . .. . . 

.. : 

,----,. 

t~ 
;;.. 
Cl 

,___.. 

r--r 

t . ...:.) 
~ 
-'I 

1..-J 
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HIVER TRADE. 

bupm·ts, Expo1·ts :mul Passengers. 
------------~ ·---------------

Year. 

1898, . . ......... . ... . .... ... . 

1899, ................... . . ... \ 

Foreign trade, 

Local trade, 

Imporb. Exports. 

---------- . 
164,769 131,12i 

184,li7 Jal,:)62 

Passengero. 

---- ---
1,144,639 

1,09.3,266 

JuNKS. 

Imports. 

22,566 measut·iug 

16,268 " 

1,849,435 tons. 

482,297 " 

Total, .. ... . 38,834 2,331,732 " , 
---- ·--·-' 

Imported '733,876 t.ons as under:-

Tea, ........ · .. · .. · .. · .. · .. · .. · · .. ·' · .. · · .. "· .. . 
Oil, .......................................... . 

3,277 tons. 

506 " 
652 " Rice, ........................... ................. ·. 1 233 " 

Swine, ... .. S ... . ............ . ..... .. . ..... . ·~·. :· .. 13~,066 , 
Earth and tones, ... ..... · · .... · ·" · .. · . 

1 ... "" ...... 59·1<, 142 " Genera., ... ... ................. . .. 

Total, .... .. ...... ...... 733,87~ " 

Foreign traM, 

Local trade, 

Ea,p!Yrts. 

22,501 measuri11g 

16,387 " 

Total, ......... 38,888 " 

Expol'ted 945,446 tons as under:-

1,846,'749 tons. 

485,681 " --
2,332,430 " 

50 489 tons. Kerosine (1,413,692 cases),... .... ..... ... ' 

Rice and Paddy, ·· ···· ·· · ··· ··· ··· ..... . ···397
'
430 

,, 
Earth and Stones, ...... ...... ... ...... ... ... 8•116 " 

489,411 " General, ...... ...... ...... ... ......... ····· · ·~--

Total, .... . .. .......... 945,4.46 " 
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10. P ASSENGEHA. 

I ~98. ltl99. I 
- -------i 

British vessels arrivals, 130,176 139,621 1 

" departnre1->, 92,296 10.5,701 I 
, Emigrn.nts, 

I 
47,278 ,14,358 ! 

- - --- 1- ----' 
Total, .. .. . ... ....... , 269,750 I 289,680 

~ctt, ............ . 
i 

Foreign veHscJ,:; arrivals, ...... ();3,802 77,214 

" departures, .. . 49,511 iii ,51i 

" Emigrants, ... 
1 

13,154 16,717 

----~----

I ncrease. 
! I Decrease. 

I 

9,4-·15 I 
I 

13,405 I 
I 
i 2,920 

22,850 2,920 

----·- - - - --
19,930 

11,412 

8,008 

3,.563 

22,981 

I 

Total .. . ............. l28,467 ~~],448 

)I' ett, .......... ..~--:..-> 2-,9-. !;-1-

1 

·--- - -----
River st~amers :urivals, .. .... j .'i/9,012 1 .'i58,028 i 

, departures, ••• ! fi65,627 537,238 i 
i I 

Total, ....... .. ...... J l,144,l:i39 I 1,095,266 ! 

20,984 

28,389 

49,373 

--·- - ---- ---·· . - - - · - -- I ---- ·J----
1 

I 
Junks foreign trad e arrivals,. 

" departures, 

.Nett., ... ......... ; 

12o,79.5 I 
124,749 

' 

I 
83,239 ! 

I 

80,859 1 

49,373 

37,556 

----- - ---· 
43,890 

81,446 24.),;')44: . 164,098 1 ... 

:Net t, .. .. .... .... ,-----~ 81,446 

Total, .. ............ . 

'• 

·""" 
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PASSENGERS,- Continued. 

Total arrivals, .. · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · 895,785 858,102 
I 
I I 37,683 

z 183 781,31.'5 I I 50,868 
, departures, . · .. · · · · · · · · · · · 83 ' ---------

1,",?.7,968 1,639,417 i
1 

I 88•551 Total,... .. .......... - 1 

: 
6o,432 61,o7.s ! 643 1 , Emigrants, . ...... · · · · · · · · _ _ ----

-1 7ss 400 ""'1'700 492 1 643 I 8s,.s51 Total, .... .. ··· ······ ' ' ' ' I __ _ 
--------·--: I 

);'ett, .. . .. ....... ' : 87,908 
I I 

------------~---r----~--~~ ---
~98. - ~~H9. Increase. !Decrease. 

Diff. of Arrivals nod Dep .. · · · · · 63,602 

60,432 

76,787 13,185 

Emigrants, Gl ,075 64.3 

----- ----------
Remainder+ or- + 3,170 + 15,712 + 12,542 

- - ---·----!---------

"' · 1 + 12,542 ~•ctt , ... ... ..... . 

,T unks local trade arrival~, ···I 
4,114 47,087 42,973 

9. ...... ~ 46,694 42,117 departures, ·J d,V I I 

" -----.-----
93,781 !:{.),090 ' 7,691 Totnl, ............. .. J 

I ____ 

Net.t, ........ . .. . 85,090 

REVENUE. 

the 

. ll t d by the Ha.rbout· Department during 11 The total Revenue eo ec e h . . 
. , . f ~6 927 1:9 on t e prevJOns <! 190 555 50 beinrt an mcrease o ~ ' . year was VI , • · ' " 

year. 
~ 52 406.93 1 Light Dues, .. · · · · · ........ · · · · .. · · · · · · .. · · · · '' ' 

· 1 R ue 39 127.50 0 L' ences and Interna even · ·· ··· ... ' 
~· lC 99 021.07 
3. Fees of Court and Office, .. .. ....... . ... __ ' __ _ 

Total, .. .. ....... ..... ..... $Hl0,555.50 
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12. On 3 1st December there were 165 Steam Launches employed in 

the Harbour; of these 71 were licensed for the conveyance of passengers, 

77 were privately owned, 12 were the prope1·ty of the Colonial Government, 

and 5 belongea to the Imperial Govemment in charge of the Military 
Authorities. 

One Master's Cert ificate was suspended fo1· three months, two for one 
month, and one Maste1· was cautioned. 

E:\IIGRATIO!'\. 

13. Sixty-one thousand and seventy-five (61,075) Emigrants left 

Hongkong for various places during the year; of these, 44,358 were cttrried 

hy British ships, and 16,717 by Foreign ships; 110,448 wet·e reported as 

having been brought to Hongkong from places to which they had emigrated 

and of these, 86,235 were brought in British ships, and 24,213 by Foreign 
ships. 

Returns Nos. XVII and XVIII will give the details of this brancl1 of 
the Department. 

REGISTRY OF SHIPPING. 

14. During the year, 7 ships were registered under the provisions of 
the Imperial Act, aml 'l Certificates were cancelled. 

MARINE MAGISTRATE's CounT. 

15. Twelve cases were heard in the Marine Magistrate's Court; refusal 
of dnt.y an<l breach of Harbour Regulations were the principal offences. 

EXHriNAnox OF MA);n;ns, :MAn:s, c\!'\D ENGYNF: F.n~. 
( llndPr Section 1 iJ of Ordinance ~Vo. 26 of 189 1.) 

16. 'rho following table will show the number of Candidates examined 
for Certificates of Competen cy, distingnishing those who were successful 
and those who failed :-

Grade. I 
·------- ·-- - - - ,-

Masters, .. . ... ..................... ................... .. 
l~irst ~fates, .. ....... .............................. .. . 
On ly ~Iates, ................. . . . .... . ....... . ........ . 
Sc<'ond ~fnte~;, ...... ..... ... ...................... .. 

PnsRed. F ailed. 

18 ~ 
24 ' J 

I) /i 
------ -- ---

Total, ..... ..... .. .. .. .. 

I----.----
First C!al"s EngineerR, .... . ......... .... .... ..... ... ! 

48 12 

~ccontl C'la~s Enginee r:<, .. .................... ... .. 1 

Total, .. ....... .... ..... ! 

].1 

29 

43 1i 
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MARINE Coun.Ts. 

(Under Section 13 of 01·dinance No. 26 of 1891). 

17. The following Courts have been held during the year:-

1. On the 12th and 13th January, inquiry respecting the circum

stances connected with the loss of the British Steam-ship Glenavon, Official 

No. 84,305, of Glasgow, on the Ling Ting rocks on the night of the 29th 

December, 1898. The Master's (WILLIAM PITHIE) certificate of compe-

tency was suspended for twelve months. 
2. On the 13Lh and 14th April, inquiry respecting the circumstances 

connected with the loss of the British barque Clywd, Official No. 106,845, 

of Liverpool, on the Pratas Shoal on the lst April, 1899. The Master's 

(THOMAS THOMAS) rertificate of competency was suspended for six months. 
3. On the 22nd September, inquiry respecting tbe circumstances con

nected with the loss of the Bt·itish Steam-ship White Cl01ul, Official No. 

64,124, of Hongkong, when about 80 miles from Ho11gkong, on the morn

ing of the 9th September, 1899. The Master (ARTHUR MYRVIN RAYMOND) 
was not present at the inquiry, though be was served with a notice to 

attend. 'l'he loss of the White Clou,d wa.s to Le attributed to l1er not being 

in a seaworthy condition for the yoyage to Manila. She was not prema

turely ttl,andoned, and her loss wa.s not caused by n.ny wrongful act. or 

default of the Master ot• Officers. 
4. On the 25th Oetober, inquiry respecting the circumstances con-

nected with the British Steam-ship Esmeralda, Official No. 95,859 of 

Rongkong, striking some submerged obstacle on the- 14th September, 1899, 

whilst on the voyage to Manila via Amoy. The Master's (ALEXANDER 
WtLLJ.Al\I Ross CoBBAN) ce1·tifie:1.t.e of competency was returned to 

him. 
5. On the 2nd November, inquiry respecting the circumstances con

nected with the stranding of the Brit~sh Steam-ship 8hantwng, Official No. 

99,039, of London, when passing close to Seraia Island (Natuna Gt·oup) 

on the 7th July, 1899. The Master's (HEA'IHFIELD CHARLES DAL'rON 

FRAMP1'0N) certificate of competency was returned to him. 
6. On the 19th December, inquiry respecting the circumstances con· 

nected with the foundering of the British Steam-ship Hupeh, Official No. 

99,024, of London, in the China. Sea. on the 20th November, 1899. The 

Master's (GEORGE H ENRY PENNEFATHER) certificate of competency w~s 

returned to him. 

[ i53 J 
SuNDAY CARGo-vVoRKING. 

f Ordinance 1Vo. G qf 1891. ) 

~~·d t'Dn uring tlfle yeat·, 233 permits were issueLl,. under t.he pl'Ovisions of 
the anco; o these 67 . 'l ' weie not avat ed of O\Viua to its b . f cl 
unuecessarv for the ship t ·k o emg oun • 0 wot cat•go on the Sunda d 1 . 
for the permit was refunded . h y, an t le fee pa.ld 
of cbar"'e to M '1 t m eac case, aud 25 permits were issued free 

o , at s eamers. ' 

The Revenue collected d h' un er t IS headin'o' was s2J 82' 5 . 
84,100 less tbn.n in 1898. , ' , this was 

The Revenue collected ~ach year since the 0 ·d· 
is as follows:- 1 mance came into force 

1892, .. ' ... ... ...... . .. .. ...... ' ... .. . ::; 4 800 
1893, ....... .. .. . ... ,.. .. . . . . .. . .. . ... 7,900 
1894, ..... . ,.. ... ...... 1 3 ,37~ . .. . . ... . • ~ . . • . ' tJ 

1895, . .. .. , ...... . ' ...... ..... .... . .... 11 ,600 
1896 , .... .. ..... .... .... .. ... ,.. ... ... 7,5'75 

1897, ... ... ... ... .. .. . .. .. ...... .. ... 11,850 
1898·... . . . .. . . . . . .. .. . .. . . .. .. . . .. ... 25 925 
1899' " ' ..... . ........................ 21:825 

SEAJIEN. 

19 •. Eighteen thousand three hundred and fifty-four (18 354) 
wet·e shtppcd and 2l 094 d. b ' seamen 
on b ·d h' ' . ' tsc a t·ged, a.t t.he ]}fercantile Marine Office and 

oar 8 tps dunng the year. ' 

Two hundred and twelve (212) "n· t _, S 
durin"' the . f h 18 .resseu eamen " were received 

"' year; o t ese, 33 were sent to the Uu't l r ] ('rapore 2 t s cl 
1 

1 ec \.lllg( om, 1 to Sin-
". .' o y ney, to Calcutta, l drowned 3 died 9 • . 
VJctona Gftol 4 at tl G ' ' '"' temamed at the 

1 
' ' ' le overnment Civil Hospi tal and 165 ob•·. d 

~pcym~~ ,, ~~ 

.F'ive tbousanc:l four huntlrec:l and fort t Cents ($5 442 '>~ y- wo Dollars aud Twenty-five 
Board of ~. d·"'~) where ~xpcnded lJy the Harbour Master ou behalf of the 

ta e m t e rehef of t he· "n· t _, the Colony. se IS rcsseu Seamen," and $704 by 

MAnna; St;RVE YOR's SuB-DEPART:UENT . 

20. Return No XXII sb tb k Ha.rboUI· De ) . . . ows e wor . performed by this branch of the 
I artment, and Jn forw;Lrdin"' this I a"'a· d . . . 

appreciation of th . 0 
o 

111 
es1re to record mv 

e manner m which the work of th' b _, " 
carried out. 18 su -uepartment is 

,, 
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In wy Annual Report of 1894, I referrecl a~ hmgth to the case of the 

Government Marine Surveyor and his Assistant, and I reproduced a.n 

extract from a report made by me in a letter elated 14th J uue, 1892, as 

follows:-

"The duties of these Su!"veyor~:~, I am convinced, are 'Very ouerou~, 

"the inspection of boilers anll engines, especially during the hot 

"weather, being most trying. 

"The conditions also under which thc~e smveys are held at Hong
" kong arc peculiar owing to the short time that vessels as a rule 

" remain in port. In order to save time, applications for sul'Vey a.re 
"constantly received before the vessel's arrival, and it frequently 

"hlt}Jpeus that the completion of the survey is the final act before she 
"again leaves. They cannot even afford to wait for their passenger 

"ce1·tificates, cleara.nces being frequently granted them by me on 

"receipt of a report from the Surveyor that the requirements of the 

"law have been complied with. 

"It is, therefore, most important that the work of surveying 

"vessels should be canied on as expeditiously as possible, and the 
"importance of these surveys renders it imperative that the examina· 

"tion should be thorough; in order to insure these conditions it is · 
''necessary that there should be an adequate and efficient staff. It 
" 1vill be seen from the report of Mr. DIXON attached hereto that the 
"survey of a vessel for Passenger Certificate occupies himself and his 

"Assistant eight hom·s, spread over tl. number of visits, about font·. 
"The t.ime consumed, howevet·, on this work is often considembly iu 
"excess of this eight hours, as the ship may be anywhere between the 
"Hunghom Docks and Aberdeen. Other surveys, though not occupy

" inO' so much time, in each case, at·e made under somewhat similar 
" 

"circumstances. 

''There are font· loc(tl Marine Surveyors carrying on business in 

"Hongkong; in audition to these, some of the Steamship Companies 
"employ special surveyors for their vessels. The Government Marine 

" Surveyors pmctica.lly do a very large pt·oportion of the amalgamated 
"work of all these, h~tving at tile same time to so arrange that if possi

,, ble there should be no delay or inconvenience to any one. No easy 

" matter in a place where, as may be expected, each owner or agent 

"considers his own inteL·est as paramount." 

In the sa.tno repor~ (1894) I compared tile work done at Liverpool hy 
eleven men and at Cardiff by six men, and I showed that at Liverpool there 
were about 40 ~essels of 92,000 tons per surveyor and at Cardiff 27 vessels 

of 53,000 tons, while at Hongkong with all its disadvantage of climate, 
&c., we had 56 vessels of over 100,000 tons to each surveyor. 

Once more I must dwell on this subject; the amount of work per
formed by our surveyors continues to increase ani!, that it becomes neces
sary for me to draw attention to it is, I think, ample testimony that it is 
satisfactorily performed, for we all know that public duties ill performed 
soon declare themselves. 

During the ten months J anuary-October, 1899, the tonnage surveyed 
at Liverpool was 1,077,260 tons, in Hongkong 239,280 tons were surveyed, 

this gives 97,932 tons per surveyoL' at Liverpool and 119,640 tons per sur
veyor at Hongkoug. 

The Revenue derived by the Colony from the work performed by the 
1.\iarine Surveyors has increased from $10,055.87 in 1890 to $13,598.61 in 
1899, the "overti!lle " fees alone in 1899 amounting to $480. 

The Right Honourable the Secretary of State fo1· the Colonies has 
recently notified his sanction to an increase in the salaries of certain 
Officers, and I would very respectfully suggest that his professional quali
fica.tions might place the Government Marine Surveyor in the same cate
gory as the senior Executive Engineers of the Public Works Department 

with regard to their increase, aud similarly that the Assistant Marine Sur
veyor who is also a qualified Engineer should be placed on the same foot
ing ~~s the other Executi'Vc Engineers of the Public Works Department 

/ . 
LIGHTHOUSES. 

21. The amount of Light Dues collected was as follows·-
I 

! Hate Cla~s of Ves~eb. I per tou. 

Ocean Ves:;el:;, . .... ................ 
,--

Steam-L:muche:;, ..... . .. ... . ...... 
~iver Steamer:;, (uight boats), ... I 

I ~auncbes plying exclusively to 
lV!acao and West Hi ver, by 

1 
lllg-ht, ........................ ,. 1 

River i:iteamers (day hoats), . ··-1 
Launches plying to Maeao and r 

West Hiver, by day, .. . ...... 

1 Total, ....... ..... i 

1 c:cut 
1 

" .J. 
3 " 

I 
:f , 
Free 

do. 

!\o. of 
Touuage. SLips. 

·-

3,31:!1 4,947,3.5.5 
118 ! 4,355 

1,187 I 846,072 

388 I 20,72.) 
896 I 934,479 

206 I 10,1:!12 

6,176 I 6 763 798 

Totn1 Fees 
CoHecteU.. 
--- --

:$ c. 
49,473 . .)5 

43.55 
2,820.61 

G9.22 
... 

... 
-

52 406.93 
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has been kept up with the 

From the former station 
Telegraphic and telephonic communication 

Gap Rock and Cape D' Aguilat• dm·iug the year. 
· d ·11 addition 149 messages 907 vessels have been l'eported as passmg, an I h 

. . d . d 3 4• •. sent including the daily weather report fort e were recetve an , ..,.., ' 

Observatory. d · dd't' 
F C D'Aguilal' 1 971 vessels were reported, an m a 1 wn rom ape · ,~ 

1 8•J7 messages were sent and 14 received. . 
' ... 28 hours and 50 minutes of fog were reported from Gap Rock _durmg 

the yeat·, and the fog signal gun was fired l Hl times. On oue occaswn the 

fortni ()'htly relief could not be effected owing to the rough sea. 
o D . 

G OVER!OIENT Gt:NPOWDER EPOT. 

22. During the year 1899 there has been stored in the Government 

Gunpowder Depot, Stone Cutters' I sland :- - ---------
Approximate 

No. of Cases. Weight. 
1------1-----·-

Gunpowder, privately owned, · .... · · ...... ...... .. 
Do., Government owned, .. · .... "· .. ""· · 

Cartridge::;, privately owneLl, ... ................ . 
Do., Government o_wued, .. '""'i ..... · .. · 

Explo~h·e Cotnpounds, pr1 vately O\Vnet , .. .,. ·• · 

Do., Government owned, ... 

Total, .. . ..... . ....... .. 

33,403 
91 

6,613 
ii 

2,342 
21 

42,547 

lbH. 

604,170 
1,820 

1,363,358 
16,22;) 

123,339 
1,226 

2,110,138 

During the sa.me period there has been dehvered out of the Depot: 

I 
\ Approximate 

No. of Case~.

1 
Weight. 

.For Sale in the Colony :-
\ I Ths. 

1t!,8H6 I 3li,102 GnnpowLlcr, printtely owned, ...... .... .. .... .. 
Cartridges, do., . "· ... " ......... . 
:Explot;ivc Compouml~, pnvately owned, ... . 

:For Export:-
Gunpowder, privately owned, . ............... .. 
Cartridges, do., . " .. " "· ·" " · "· 
Explosive Compounds, pnvately owned, .... 

Total, .......... .. .. .. .. 

2,512 597,666 
356 24,095 

i , 13f> 

I 
124,193 

2,875 561,14:? 
1,794 89,604 

--- - - I 
1,713,802 33,562 I 
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On the 31st December, 1899, there remained as under:-

' Approximate No. of Cases. 
Weight. 

lbs. 
Gunpowder, privately owned, ····················· 7,378 162,875 

Do., Government owned, .......... .... .. .. l 50 1,000 
Cartridges, privately owned, ............... .... ... 

1 1,226 204,5.50 
Do.! Government o~vneu, .... . .. ........... ! 41 14,840 

Explo~nvc Compounds, pnvately owned, . ...... i 192 9,640 
Do., Go'\'ernment owned, . ... ... .. . 

Tot~!, ....... .. . ........ 8,887 392,90.; 

GENERAL. 

23. As there appears no immediate prospect of any improvement in 

the accommodation provided for the work of the Harbour Department I 
desire to call special attention to the matter. 

The present building was first occupied in 1874 or 25 years ago, the 

staff is practically the same as it was then, the pay taken on n. sterling 
basis is less; and t he tonnage has increa!fed from 6,528,000 tons to over 
18,000,000 tons. 

The present offices are small, badly lighted, badly ventilated and badly 
ananged, in fact the Harbour Office combines all the disadvantages of 
which we have frequently heard in connection with the Post Office and the 

Law Courts; but being at the West end of the town and somewhat out of 

the European business quart.et·, it is out of sight and, I fear, out of mind. 

As the Port Office of the largest Shipping Port in any British Posses
sion abroad it is, to say the least of it, not creditable. 

In 1894, I stated to the Retrenchment Committee as follows :-

"The only way in which the enormous amount of clerical 
"work, which goes on at the Harbour Office is done, is owing to 

" the fact that the clerks at work there- the firs t, second, third, 
"and fourth-are all men who have been in the Harbour Depart. 

"ment for upwards of 20 or 25 years. They have grown with 

"the work and it is only because they have grown with it th;~t 
"they are now able to do it." 

, ' 
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This statement I have now to reiterate, with one exception only, 

namely, that the fourth clerk has only been in the office for I t years

though be was in the Opium Office branch ll years previously-he came 

in when the first clerk retired on pension in 1898, and there was a general 

"fleet up" amongst the others on a diminished scale of pay. 

The work continues to increase with the increase of shipping, to say 

nothing of territory, overtime work is the rule rather than the exception, 

and any temporary absence through sickness-a condition which happily 

seldom happens-is keenly felt by the others. 

It is much to be desired that the New Harbour Office will shortly 

receive attention. The new site is now reclaimed and the sale of the old 

site would pay for building the new office, which sale, I understand, could 

take place any Jay "on time." 

brPORTS AND ExPORTS (Orrmr) OFFICE. 

24. Tl1e Return shows that during the year the amount of Opium 

reported was as follows:-
1898. 
chests. 

Imported ... ........ . .. ....... ........... . ......... 39,392t . 
Exported .. . .. . .. . .. . .. . .. . . .. . .. . .. .. ... ...... ... 37 ,828! 
Through Cargo reported but not landed ... 15,482! 

1899. Jne~·ease. 

c!Jest.~. clte.~ts. 

41,690 2,297! 
40,524 2,695! 

1 7,346 1 ,863~ 

15,300 permits were issued from this Office dm·ing the year, being an 

increase of 117 as compared with 1898. 

A daily memo. of exports to Chinese ports was during the year sup

plied to the Commissioner of Imperial Maritime Customs at Kowloon, and 

a daily memo. of exports to Macao was supplied. to the Supet·intenclent of 

!taw Opium Department of Macao. 

Surprise visits wet·o paid to 93 godowns during the yeat'. 

I haYe t.hc honour to be, 

~il', 

Your most obedient. Servant, 

R :MunRA Y R u)ISEY, Het d. Com1l., IL~ .. 
llm•bour .lfa.~ff'l', !<t'. 

The Honourable F. 11. MAY, C.M.G .• 
Acting Colonial &crdm·y . 

.S't' ., ·S·c., J·o. 
~oronhn. & f'o.1 P •·inters, G, 7~ & !t, Zctlnncl Strttt, Hon~kong . 
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