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In wy Aunual Beport of 1894 I referred at length to the case of the
Government Marine Surveyor and his Assistant, and I reproduced an
extract from a report made Dy me in a letter dated 14th June, 1892, as

tollows :—

“The dutics of these Surveyors, I am convinced, are v'ery onerous,
“the inspection of boilers and engines, especially during the hot
“weather, being most trying.

“ The conditions also under which these surveys are held at Hong-
“kong are peculiar owing to the short time‘ hh.a.t vessels as a rul.e
“ remain in port. In order to save time, applications fo'r survey :e;e
«constantly received Dbefore the vesscl’s m'_rival, and it frequienth y
“ happens that the completion of the survey is th.s final a{ft before s e
“again leaves. They cannot even afford to wait for their passenger
“certificates, clearances being frequently granted th'em by me on
“ypeceipt of a report from the Surveyor that the requirements of the

“law bave been complied with. ‘

“Tt is, therefore, most important that the work (')f surveying
“vessels should be carriel on as expeditiously as possible, and.the
“importance of these surveys renders it imperative that th-e'exa.m‘ma‘t-.
“ tion should be thorough; in order to insure these co}uhtuons it is
“necessary that there should e an adequate and efficient staff. It
* will be seen from the report of Mr. Dixox atta.ehe:d heireto that Lh'e
“gurvey of a vessel for Passenger Certificate occuples' ]J..ImBelf anf{ his

« Assistant eight hours, spread over a number of visits, fa.bout tou'r.
“The time consumed, however, on this work is often considerably in
« excess of this eight hours, as the ship may be anywhere between the
“ Hunghom Docks and Aberdeen. Other surveys, though not oe.cu'l;y-.
“ing so much time, in each case, are made under somewhat similax
“ circumstances. :

“'There ave four local Marine Surveyors carrying on business 'm
“ Hongkong ; in addition to these, some of the Stfaamshlp Compfuiles
« omploy special surveyors for their vessels. T’he Gtovernment M‘n:ni
“ Surveyors practically do a very large proportion of the amal,gfa,ma e-t
% work of all these, having at the same time to so arrange that if possi-
“ Dle there should be no delay or inconvenicnce to any ove. No easy
« matter in a place where, as may be expected, each “ownerior agent
¢ ¢onsiders his own interest as paramount.”
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In the same report (1894) I compared the work done at Liverpool by
cleven men and at Cardiff by six men, and T showed that at Liverpool there
were about 40 vessels of 92,000 tons per surveyor and at Cardiff 27 vessels
of 53,000 tons, while at Hongkong with all its disadvantage of climate,
&e., we had 56 vessels of over 100,000 tons to each surveyor.

Once more I must dwell on this subject ; the amount of work per-
formed by our surveyors continues to increase and, that it becomes neces-
sary for me to draw attention to it is, I think, ample testimony that it is
satisfactorily performed, for we all know that public duties ill performed
soon declare themselves, .

During the ten months Jauunary-October, 1899, the tonnage surveyed
at Liverpool was 1,077,260 tons, in Hongkong 239,280 tons were surveyed,
this gives 97,982 tons per sarveyor ab Liverpool and 119,640 tons per sur-
veyor at Hongkong. :

The Revenue derived by the Colony from the work performed by the
Marine Surveyors has increased from $10,055.87 in 1890 to $13,598.61 in
1899, the “overtime ” fees alone in 1899 amounting to $480,

The Right Honourable the Secretary of State for the Colonies has
recently notified his sanction to an increase in the salaries of certain
Officers, and I would very respectfully suggest that his professional quali-
fications might place the Government Marine Surveyor in the same cate-
gory as the senior Exccutive Engineers of the Public Works Department
with regard to their increase, and similarly that the Assistant Marine Sur-
veyor who is also a qualified Engineer should be placed on the same foot-
ing as the other Executive Engineers of the Public Works Department.

Licurrouses,
21. The amount of Light Dues collected was as follows :—
|

TV W an I Rate No. of | ., Total Fees
Class of Vessels. I per ton. | Ships. ‘ F'onnage. Collackad.
| 5.
T 3,381 | 4,947,355 | 49,478.35
Steum-mechea, .................. 11, ‘ 1Sl 4,355 43.55
River Steamers, (night boats),...[ & | | 1,187 | 846,072 2,820.61
Launches plying exclusively to | °

Macao and West River, by | _

T e P e e 1 388 | 20,725 69.22
River Steamers (day hoats), . | Free 896 | 934,479 w s
Launches plying to Macao and [

West River, by day,........." do. 206 | 10,812
- ot Al i 6176 | 6,763,798 | 52,406.93

—
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Telegraphic and telephonic communication has been kept up v-vit;htl.:h:
Gap Rock and Cape D’Aguilar during the Foaz Fronct {“,he former statio
907 vessels have been reported as passing, and in addition 149 messa.g;s
were received and 3,444 sent, including the daily weather report for the
Obse;“’rac;:ry(;‘ape D'Aguilar 1,271 vessels were reported, and in addition

7 : received.
],Sz?zglliis:iez:le;%i‘::;:l:;: 1: fog were reported from Gap Rock during
the year, and the fog signal gun was ﬁl-e&'lﬂl times. On m.u.a occasion the
fortnightly relief could not be effected owing to the r‘ough sea.
GOVERNMENT GUNPOWDER DEPOT.

99, During the year 1899 there has been stored in the Government

Gunpowder Depdt, Stone Cutters' Island :—

Approximate

No. of Cases. P\l‘;F'reight.

ths.

33,40 604,170
Gunpowder, privately owned, cooeiereeeinies 33,48‘.;' ]:8,‘[?.0
Do., Government owned,...... L s Codshone
Cartridges, privately owned, A = ke
Do., Government o_wuedl, Ve (] o e
o sive C 1s, privately owned, 2,042 )
prlo:»l\eD(‘:'J,mpoum iE:‘rt)\n.ﬂ,rnr:mami; owned, ... 21 1,226
Fatid,savsrsassssassanss 42,547 2,110,138

During the same period there has been delivered out of the Depdt :—
o

Approximate
No. of Cases.l} })’Rrei ght.
g |_
! hs.
for Sule in the Colony i— =y e
EUlG,ni:powdcr, Pri\vate;ly OWDE, seaseeessnssrenas lg,g?g =. 29“7:666
t -(]u' 3y o, ssssansmssnaREERE ._.,' e : : : 2
%;rpf;sf‘fg Compuuuds’, privately owned, . 336 24,095
e 7,139 124,193
Gunpowder, privutgly oWned, coivearerrnins ‘J,875 ‘ 61140
idges, Ouy  sessmasrececssvses 2,8 :
glir;{;sig:e Compounds, privately owned, .... 1,794 | 89,604
Total,canssrsararsneras 33,562 | 1,713,802
\
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On the 31st December, 1899, there remained as under: —

.. | Approximate
No. of Cases. Weight.

. by,
Gunpowder, privately owned, v.vee:veersseesensns 7,378 162,875
Do., Government owned,..eeeneseerevarnas 50 1,000
Cartridges, privately owned, .......coe.eeeeernsn.s 1,226 204,550
Do., Government owned, .......ceceevrnsns 41 14,840
Explosive Compounds, privately owned, ....... 1924 1 9,640

1) (553 Government owned,.... %
Lot e 8,887 392,905

GENERAL,

23. As there appears no immediate prospect of any improvement in
the accommodation provided for the work of the Harbour Department I
desire to call special attention to the matter.

The present building was first oceupied in 1874 or 25 years ago, the
staff is practically the same as it was then, the pay taken on a sterling

basis is less, and the tonnage has increased from 6,528,000 tons to over
18,000,000 tons.

The present offices are small, badly lighted, badl y ventilated and badly
arranged, in fact the Harbour Office combines all the disadvantages of
which we have frequently heard in connection with the Post Office and the
Law Courts; but being at the West end of the town and somewhat out of
the European business quarter, it is out of sight and, I fear, out of mind,

As the Port Office of the largest Shipping Port, in any British Posses-
sion abroad it is, to say the least of it, not creditable.

In 1894, T stated to the Retrenchment Committee as follows i—

“The only way in which the enormous amount of clerical
“ work, which goes on at the Harbour Office is done, is owing to
“ihe fact that the clerks at work there—the first, second, third,
“and fourth—are all men who have been in the Harbour Depart-
“ment for upwards of 20 or 25 years. They have grown with
“the work and it is only because they have grown with it that
“they are now able to do it.”

o e —
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This statement I have now to reiterate, with one exception only,

’ : namely, that the fourth clerk has only been in the office for 13 years—

1 ' though he was in the Opium Office branch 11 years previously—he came

' in when the first clerk retired on pension in 1898, and there was a general

| “fleet up”’ amongst the others on a diminished scale of pay.

5 The work continues to increase with the increase of shipping, to say

nothing of territory, overtime work is the rule rather than the exception,

and any temporary absence through sickness—a condition which happily ‘
seldom happens—is keenly felt by the others. T,

|5 Tt is much to be desired that the New Harbour Office will shortly

receive attention. The new site is now reclaimed and the sale of the old o3

site wonld pay for building the new office, which sale, T understand, could ' ‘

take place any day ““on time.”

Inponrts anp Exrporrs (Orivy) Orrick.

\ 2 94, The Return shows that during the year the amount of Opium

reported was as follows :—
: 1898, 1899.  Increase.

chests. chests.  chests. |
Tported ....ovvrsierierecsecsaininncomnienons 39,8925 41,690 2,973 | “
Bxported ........c..o... .37,828% 40,524  2,695% (

Through Cargo reported but not landed...15,482; 17,346 1,863} |
| 15,300 permits were issued from this Office during the year, being an |
l' increase of 117 as compared with 1898. J
| A daily memo. of exports to Chinese ports was during the year sup- |

plied to the Commissioner of Imperial Maritime Customs at Kowloon, and |
a daily memo, of exports to Macao was supplied to the Superintendent of
Raw Opium Department of Macao.

Surprise visits were paid to 93 godowns during the year.

T have the honour to e, i
Si:', I

[
|

- . |
L Your most obedient Servant, b

. Murray Ruysey, Retd. Comd., R.N..
Tlarboer Master, Ke.

The Honourable F. H. Max, C.M.G.,
Acting Colonial Secretary.
J""'! é"“-'", 8o,

woronha & Co, Printers, fy 7y & 9, Zetland Strect, Honghkong,







