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HULES AND HEGULATIO~S. 
~--

I. That t.hc Societv be ::;tyletl THE lioXGKo;.;u GExEILI.L CnAM13Eil 
o r Co)oumcr:. · 

H. That the olJject of the Chamber shall be to watch on•r au,l protect 
the gvue ral interests of Commerce, to collect information ou all matte rs of 
intcre><t to the :Mercantile Community, and to use every means with in its 
power for the remoYal of evils, the retire~:'\ of grievance~, lllHI t lw promotion 
of the common good; to couunnnieate with Anthoritie,; mul others thereupon; 
to form a code of pmctice, whereby the transaction of Ln~iue;;s may be 
simplifietl and fncilitatctl ; to receive refercuCl'~, am! to arhitrate Letwccn 
Ji~pntants-thc decisions in :>lH'h reference to he rer.onlctl for fntmc guidance. 

IIL That all Mercantile Firms !tll<l pcr~on~ eugagetl or iuterested in the 
Trade of China Rhall he eligible for admis;;ion n ~ ~lcmucr,; in the manner 
hereafter deseriLcd, uml on payment of :!):50 for Firm s, and $15 for silt!'lu 
iudh·illnal~ fur the enrrent year, ami a like Anuual Snbseriptiou, payable in 
:v.lY:mce on 1 ;<t ,January. • 

IV. That eawlitl:ttcs for mlmi~sion propu><eLi Ly oue l\Iemue r aml seconded 
by auother shall Le elected at the yearly l\Ieetiug by a maj ori ty of vote:; of 
the ::Ylemhers then pre:;eut, or in the iutc rvnl, by the Committee, suhject to 
confinnation at the next cusning General l\iceting-. 

V. That voting hy Prox)·, or Ly Members whose S nLseriptions arc iu 
arrear, be not allowetl, at~tl that not more than one i\Iember of the ~ame Firm 
Le :dltn\·ed to vote uu the ~amc occasion . 

VI. That in the ahHenee from the Colouv of all the Partner.~ iu a Firm, 
their R cprcsentati ve by Power of Attomcy s l;all Le entitled to vntc. 

V I I. That an,,· l\Jembcr may he ex pellet! from the Chamber on the 
propo:;itiou of the Committee comm1micatetl to all the :Member::<, aml consi
,)m·ed at n General :Meeting, provitle!l that. not fewer than two-thin\s of th08C 
ptc:;cnt vo te for the expulsion. 

VIII. Tlut t any nmnLer of :VIemhcrs not less than 10 slmll be h eld to 
coustitute a G cncml i\Ieeting calletl in conformity w ith the rules of the 
Chamber, whether :"early or ~peeial. 

IX. That the nu~inc~,; alHl Fuwl~ of the Chamber he managed Ly a 
Committee of Nine Memher~, consisting of Chairmtw, Viee-Cbairma n aml 
S eYeH :MemherH, to he electctl annnall:~, at the yearly G eneral :Meeting of 
the Chamber. Four to fonn n qnornm, am! the Chairman in ca"c of equality 
tu hn,·e the c:LHtiug vote in addition to hi~ owu. 

X. That. the Comm ittee shall mc·ct at least onee a month, on such day 
as mav he fixe<l for the transaction of business, and at o ther time,; when 
summ~ned ln· the Chairman, or in his absence bv the V ice-Clmirmau. The 
proceeding:; to be laid on the table for the in~pe~tion of :.MomLer~, subject. to 
:such regu lation~ as the Committee may deem expedient. ln cases of the 
non-attendance of the Chairman or ·viee-Clminnau, a Clwirman to bt chosen 
by the :Member:; present. 
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XL That tu case of a vneancy in the Connuittcv, it ~hall lJc fi llctl up 
p1·o tempo1'C by t he Committee until the uext G eucrn l -:\looting; :wtl that 
tbey have the powet· tO appoint a Dub-Committee from their own nmnhcr fur 
any purpo:se whatcYer. 

XII. Tha t a paiLl S ecreta ry he e lcctetl hy the Couanittee, snd1 elect ion 
.to he subject to confirmation :1.1. the next ensnin;; G eneral :i\Ieeting. 

XIII. T hat t he Anunal G eneral :\Ioct.in (l' of the C:lwmher shall Le held 
in the month of F ebruar.v (or as soon tlt cre:tft~r a,; may he found ron venien t) 
~)f c:.telt year; and that Special )Ieet ing:< ~!tall be e:llletl hy the Chairman, or 
lll lw; ahscuce by the Viec-Chainnau, on the r eqn isition of any Five :Members 
of th.e.~lmmLcr, to be !lOitl wit h in ten days snh~eqnent to the receipt of tinch 
reqm:sttton. 

X nr. That a ll important q ne~ t ious atfectino- tlte Trade of the P ort :u11l 
it,; Political or Commercial relations w ith the E1~pi re of Chiu:L or with ~ther 
~tates, may Le t!i:<em;sd a t the Y e11.rly Gcueml Meet ing or Special G eneral 
Meeting for that purpose cou ,·enctl, in th e manner proYitlctl for by H n le X ll I. 

XV. Th~t the Committee be empowcrctl to frame By. laws, which ~h all 
at once come ut to force, bnt m u:;t he presen ted fot• conlinnation at the next 
cnsning G eneral :Meeting of the Chamber ; awl beiug so coulinned. ,;ball he 
equally Lintl ing w ith these Hnle~ u pon all .Member~. . 

XT 1. Th at th e Fulllh of the Chamber :;ha ll he paid iuto one of the 
Banks uml?r an account to. he opcucd b,v t iH~ Committee, :uul that all Cheques 
shall be s•gnetl h.v the ~ccre tary to t he ChmnLer conutersi~rnctl l•r tlte 
Chairman or Yice-Chair man, or in th eir absence bv ~ne of tlte"' Comniittcc ; 
that all disbursements ,;lt:tll. he s:tnct ioncd Lv the c ;nnmi ttec a t their urdinarv 
:i\1ec tiugs, :md t hat nu account shall he ;mtl itctl hv two .Members of th~ 
Chamber nuLl laid before the yearly G eneral :Meetiug. 

. X YU. Tha t :t yearly Re port of the J>l'O(·octlings he prepared, aud, n.ft er 
lx~lllg npproYcd a t. n G encml :.\Iccting-, pl'i ntc(l :tlhl eirculatetl. 

XVlii. That t.lt e above Rules be mldetl to or altureLl only by a majorit .' " 
of the Members o.f the Chamber p resent at a G eaeral :.\Ieeti1w, ten tbn;' 
notice lnwiltg l>ecn gh·cn of the proposed alteration. "' · 

~IX. T hat th e foregoing Unle;; he priu tetl , a11<l aa authentic1ttcd copy, 
;;ubscnLctl hy each M ember oa admission, be kep t a;; part of the records of the 
ClmmLcr. 

-------~~:--~------

J3Y-LA\VS. 

-
I. The Office :shall he open dai ly f rom :Kuon to 1 o 'clock 1'.)!., when 

the ~ccretary shall he iu at tendance, and J'Ca,!l· tu curnmnnicate w it h ·anY 
:Melllbcr rcq1;iring iuformat.ion or acce:>s to the l i'cconl:; of the Chamber. • 
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II. The Secretarv shall altClul all ~[e3t i ug~ (iadwlin;; t.ho~c of the 
ArlJitmtion Counuitte~, if rcqniretl), keep :t jourmd of all proceetlings, take 
charge of all tlocument~, keep the :Lcconnts of the Chamber, collect Statistics, 
prepare Statemcuts of Trltlle, conuuet anti keep copies of eoncspomlcnce, and 
attend to such other duties as may be required i>y the ~'ommittee. 

IlL All Communication~ :;ball be rec<·i1·c•l and nn:;wcrcd through the 
Clmimmn, Vice-Chairman, or Sccret:u·;·. 

IV. :No documen ts belonging to the ClHtmbei' sh:dl be rc:novccl tl nrilli( 
Office honl·s, nor sltall n.uy minute or its proceccliugs be matlC ptthlic without 
an order of the Committee. 

V. Notice of any propo~ition or im,;iue:;,; to he l:tid hefore the yearly 
Geueml Meeting, or any Speeial l\Iet! lin,l!;, ,;hall ue given to the Secretary at 
lc:tst fm·ty-eight. hom,; before the Mectiug, who, iu the drcnlar eall ing ~uch 
Meeting, will Rtn.tc the lm~inc;;s O!' propo~ition, a:ul by whom to he hrough t 
forward. 

YI. The meaH~ to provitle :1 ,;nitablc _E;t.abli~lllnen t., aud to defmy ex
pcu~c~ in mltlition to t.he :Snl1seriptiou~ tixcl hy Hule :l, shall he rai:'etl in_ the 
following manner :-By the Hn.le of Statemeu ls of Trade, h.v fe~s ou Arhltrn
tion and- Hcfercnces, Ly fees for certified eopics o[ tbc Heconl~ nml other 
Documents in the Archi1·c~ of the Cb:unber, an:l by volunt:try g ifts an1\ cou
tri lmtions either iu money, mn.ps, hook", or auythiug whid .t may he uscfnl to 
the Institution. 

VJI. The Committee shall appoint every year lil'e J rom thei r amuher, 
three of wlwm in reo·nlar 8nccc~s,on shall be the Acting Commit tee, to tlecide 
on all cn;,es snhmitt~tl to the Arhitmtion of the Clw.mbt!r , whose f nact ions 
shall continue ~o Ion)!; n.s auy hnsiuess brought before them tlmiug their period 
of sciTicc is unJccitle•l. 

VIJI. The "Nicml•cr~ of tile Arbitr:tt.ion Committee shall he entitled to a 
Fee of not less than ~5, aud not more tlmn $ 20 cn.ch, anti t.he Cha.mLer to :L 
Fee (in n.tltlition) of uot less than $ 10, ;tml not more than *lOO, on eYery ease 
~nlnnittctl to the arbitration of the Cham1Jef. The amonu t. to he rogulatctl h~· 
the ArLitrat.ion Committee, n.ccor,ling to the importauce o f the case and th e 
time occnpietl therein, subject ro an appeal !o the General Committee, whose 
decision on the amount. shall lie final. 

IX. The Dispnt:wt,.; m an Arbitration ca~e shall he ueld to gnantHtce 
t he fees joiutly and severally to the Cham her. 

X. The Arbi tmtion Committee ~lmll appoiut it,; m-.·u C lmimutn <11 1tl 
t.:onfino its functiou:; to ease>~ when its intcn·ention or n.dvicc is rerptestctl , au,l 
nn no occa!':iou shall it. proceetl with :my caRe Uldcss all the partie~ ~nh,;eri!.c 
a Bontl makin<r the awartl :t Rnle of the Supreme Court. J'rintct l forms of 
snch Bollll:i Jc~·a.lly prepared, Rhall be kept for the information of .'Member;; 
who may haY~ occasion to resort to t.hc Chamber for Arbitration: :tml the 
Committee shall not arbitrate npou, nor take auy cognizance of, any d ispute 
whate>er, nnle:;s one of the parties iuterestcd therein he a :Member of the 
Chamber. 

XI. That in the event of any Cjlle~tion a." to the cons truetion er applica
tion of the~e By-laws, the Gm1eral Commi ttcc shall haYC power to llccide 
the same, snbmitt.iug the matter to the next General .Mee t-ing of the Chamber 
for its final decision. 
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SCALE OF COMMISSIONS AND BROKERAGES 
adopted by tlte l!onglwng General C!wmf,er of Commerce, 

at tlw ha(f-.7Jearly Jlfl'elh![f lield on April 30tll, 1872. 

CO:MMI8SIONS. 

Pnrchn~ing or selling Tea, Haw Silk, am\ Cotton, ......... .. 3 per cent. 
,, any of aboYc, if ns retnrns for Goods sole!, ......... 2~ , 
, or sell ing Opinm, ............................ .. ..... .... 2 , 
, or \<oiling nil otl~er Goods a'ml Produce, Ships } 5 and l~eal li.Jstttte,. .. .. . . .. . .... . .. . .. . .. . .. . . .. " 
, and selling Shares or Stocks, .. ....... ... ........ . . . . 1 , 

Inspecting Tea or Silk, ................... .. ... .......... . ..... .. ... 1 ,, 
Guaranteeing Sale:'!, .......... ... ... ..... ..... . .......... .. . ...... ... 21- , 

, Remittances, .... .. ... . . ........ ..... .. .. .. .... .. . . .. 1 - , 
Dmwing or endorsing Bills of E xchange, . . .... . ...... ..... . . . . . . 1 , 

,, or negotiating Bills of Exchange withont rl:lcourse, . -~ , 
Purchasing or realising Bullion or Bills of Exr,hange, ... .. .. } , 
Remitting t.be P1·ocecds of Bullion or Bills of Exchange, . . . ~ , 
Pay ing and receiving :i\fouey in Current Aecount, ............ l , 

, Ship';; Disbursements, ..... .. . . ..................... .. ..... 2~ , 
Collecting Freight., ........................ ........................... 2~· , 
Obtniuing Freigl1t or Charter, .................... .. . ........... ... 5 , 

, , or , aml collecting same Freight, ... 6 , 
Atljnst ing Insurance Claims on Amount. Hecovercd, ......... ... 2~ , 
Effect.ing Jnsura.nce, on t.he l nsnretl Amount, ... .. ..... .. ...... 1· , 
Prosecuting or defendiug snceessfnlly Claim~, either M Law } ,. 

or bj' ArhitratiOtl, . . ·~.. .. .. .. . . . . .. ...... .. .. . ... ... ... .. . . . . tJ '' 

Prosecnt.ing or defending nnsnccesRfnlly, ......... ...... .. ....... 24" , 
Mannging Estates :tml collecting R ents, .. ........ .......... ..... 5 , 
Tr:tushipping n.ml forwa rding Jewellery, and Bullion, .. ..... . . ;i , 
Forwarding or tmnshlpping Cargo, ....... ...... ............. . .... 1 , 
Tmnshipping or forwarding Opium, . .. .... ..... . .. . . . ... . .. ...... $2 per chest. 
Good~ withdmwu or re-ship pet!, . .... .. ..... ... .... ..... ....... ... ~ Commission. 
Grauting L etters of Cretlit, .... .... .. ........ .... .... .. . ......... .. 1 per cent. 
For doi ng ~hip's hu~ine~;s when no in wan\ or outward Com- l :w cents per. 

mission i,;; ea rnetl, ... .......... ..... .. ..... ... ... .. ..... . . ... .. J Hcgi~ter tou 

The conYersion into Hongkoug currency of sterling freight inward t.o H ong
kong, payable in. H ongkong, shall, nnlcs,; otherwise st.ipulatetl, be made 
a.t the rate for Bn.nk Bills 011 L ondon p:tyn.hle on demand ; and the mte 
ruling at the close of a mnil ;;hall he the rate applicable to such purpose 
dnring the subsequent week. 

BROKERAGES. 

Bills :tnd Bullion ....................... . .......... ~-per cent. P nyahlo l1y Seller. 
Prod nee & General Merchamli~e, ............. J; , 
Fire Arms, ......... ....... ................ .. .... .. 1 - , 
!<'or negotiatin~ :tnt~ e?mplet iug Charters l 1 

and procnrmg I• r01ght, ........... ... .... f 

" " 
" " 

" 
, by Ship. 
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TARIFF OF BROI{ERAGES 
To be c/l(lrgcd to Bu!Jf!1' and Seller, 

ADOPTED H¥ 

THE STOCKBROKERS' ASSOCIATION OF HO.NGKONG. 
llt!t Octobe1·, 1897. 

BANKS-
China &Japan, Ltd., ordinary... 25c. 

Do. preference... 50c. 
Do. deferred ... $1.00 

Hongkong & Shanghai............ 50c. 
National Bank of China, Ltd.... 50c. 

Do. Founders' ... $ 1.00 
LOANS & DEDENTURES-

Chinese Loan '86 E. .. .......... } 
H .K. & Kowloon Wharf 5t Ofo l 0 / 

Green Island 8 °/0 ... .. • • • • .. .. o 
H.K. High-Level Tramways . . 

l~SURANC:KS-
Cantoll .. .. . ... .. . .. .. .. .. .. . . .. .. . . 50c. 
China Fire.. ..... ............. ....... 50c. 
China •rmders' .. .... . .. . .. .. .. . .. . 50c. 
Hon~kong Fire ... .................. $1.00 
Nort11 China. ............ ...... ...... $1.00 
Straits Marine ......... .. . .. .. . .. .. 25c. 
Union ................... ........... 50c. 
Yangtsr.e ......... ........ . .... .. ... 50c. 

LAND & BurLDING-
H .K. L11nd Investment ......... 50c. 
Kowloon Lancl Investment...... 25c. 
Hnmphreys' Estate.. .... .. ...... . 15c. 
\V est Poirit Building .. .. . .. .. . .. 50c.. 

HoTELS·-
Hongkong Hotel . . .. ... . . .. . .. . .. . 50c. 

MISINO-
New 'Balmoral Gold............... lOc. 
Charbunnages ..................... * $1.00 
Jelebn ............ ............ ...... lOc. 
Oliver's ......... ....... .. ............ l Oc. 
Pnnjom ...... . .. ... . .... .. .. ........ IOc. 
Rnubs .......... .. ... ....... ........... t 10<:. 
Great Eastem and Caledonians lOc. 

STEAMSHIP COMPANIES-
China Mutuals .. .. .... . .. ......... 50c. 
China & ManiL\ .. .... .. .. ... ..... 50c. 
Douglas S.S. Co . .... .!.. .......... 50c. 
Hongkong, Canton, & Macao .. . 25c. 
l udo-China S. Navigation ...... 50c. 

MISCHLLANEOUS-
Amoy Dock Co., Ltd. ... .. .... ... 15c. 
Hell's Asbestos .... .. ...... ......... 15c. 
Brown & Co., H . G................ 50c. 
Camp bell, Moore & Co. ... .. .... lOc. 
Cu.rmichnel & Co., Ltd. ......... 25c. 
China. Borneo ... .. .. .. .. .. .. .. ... . 25c. 
China Sugar .... .. .. ... .. .. .... . .. .. 50c. 
Dairy Fnrm Co. .. . .... .. ... . .. .. . IOc. 
Ewo Cotton Mills.................. 50c. 
Fen wick & Co., Geo. .. .......... 25<:. 
Green Island Cement ............ t 25c. 
l:longkong & China Bakery . .. 50r. 
Hongkong & China Gas ... .. . ... 50c. 
H'kongCottonSpg. W.&D. Co. § 25c. 
Hongkong E lectric ... . .. . .... . . .. J Oc. 
Hongkong H.-L. Tramways ... 50c. 
Hongkong Ice .. . .. . .... ..... ...... 50c. 
Hongkong & K. Wharf & G.... 50c. 
Hongkong Rope .. . .. .. . . .. . . . . ... 50c. 
Hongkong & W'poa. Dock ...... 50c. 
International Cotton Mills...... 50c. 
Laon Kung Mow Cotton Mills... 50c. 
Lnzon Sugar.... .............. ...... 50c. 
Soy Chee Cotton Spinning Co. $2.50c. 
UnitedAsbestos OrientiJ.).Agency. lOc. 
Wanchai Warel10use & Storage 50c. 
Watson & Co., A. S. ............ 15c. 
W nh Luong Cotton Spinning Co. 50c. 

All Stocks, Market Value $ 1 aml under, 1\8 follows:-
$ 1 and not under GO cents .... .. ............... lo cents per Share. 
under 50 cents but not under 25 cents. .... . 5 cents per Share. 
under 25 cents . .. .. .... ... . . .. .. .. .. ... .. .. .. . 2~ cents per Share. 

..\'.B.-On all ~tocks, on which the Urukcragc ls fixed at SO rt"nts J•cr shnrc Uy the aliO\'e Ji st; nrat the 
market ,·at ne of which falls tlclow $20 p<'r ::~ hare, the brokerage will bo 25 cent~ per ~hare, 
below $10 per ~ho.rc, the Urokerd~C will be 15 cenrs per shHrc; mul if the stock drops 
tuuler 8 5 per shnre, only 10 cent!t per shure Lrokcrage \dll be rh:.rA"t:d. 

On all stock~, on which the bl'okerngo i:! fixed ,\t 'l5 cents JlC.r share lJy the nbuvo list, nnd the 
market naluo of which falls belc)W $ 10 per !'!hare. the 1JrCJketugc will Uc l !J cent:. J~r 
shul'e; :uul if t he stock fulls bcluw $5 per shm-e, the \)rukcrnge will Uc 10 cents per sh:ll'e 
only. 

• $1 "" long n~ the price Is under $2110 pea· >hMe ; if $200 am\ over, the hrokeroge will be $2.5U per share. 
t If the prir.e Is O\'Cr $25, the brokernge will be 2U cents pea· •hnt·e. 
t ;on new •harP•, 10 cents per share, until the t.hinl call is paid. 
~ As.•oon ns $7S is rmitl np, the brokerage to be 50 cents per •hare. 

Jlf!NUTES of tlte Y early Omeral AfeetiJl.tf of tlte HoxGKOXG 

G1~NERAL CHAMBEH OF Cnm:~.mwr.:, held on Tat!sda.'f, tlte 5t!t 

April, 1898, for t!te purpo.'w of 1'eceivin.fJ tlte Report of t!te 

Committee and pa~sing t!te Stxrelttry's Account.~ }JI' tlte yea1· 

ending 31st Decembe7·, 1897. 

Present:-

Mr. R. M. G-RA.Y (Chairman) in the Chai1·, Mess t·s. G. B. DoDWELL, 

N. J. EDE, A. liAUPT, Hon. if. J. BELr.-IR.VING, T. JACKSOY, N. A. SlEBS, 

Hon. T. H. 'WHITEHEAD, (Committee), G. DE CHAIIIl'EAUX, J. Taun.nunN, 

P. SAcasE, A. M . MausaALL, Gn.ANVILLE SHARP, ·w. PoA'rE, J. H. 

LEwrs, JAs. McKIE, A. J . RAYIIWND, G. T. VEITCH, D. Goa, GERSHO!II 

ST~WA'R.T, F. D . SETNA, B. L. BATLIWARA, J. BA.R'l'ON, s. s. BENJAMIN, 

Ho Foox, H. ·CooxE, PAuL JoRDAN, J. M. BEA.TTIE, B. BYRA111JE•~, J. R. 
MICHAEL, and R. .C. WILCOX (Seeret1try). 

The SECRETARY read the notice convening the meeting. 

The CHA.IRMAN-AccoJ'L1ing to our usual practice, with yom consent., 

before proceeui.n~ to business, I will firs t confirm the minutes of the last 

annual meeting. 

'rhe CHAIRIIIA~ sa.ill-Gentlemeu. In accorda.nce with our usual cus

tom I propose that the Heport of the Committee and the Secretary's accounts, 

'vhich have been in your hands for u pw<1.rds of a fortnight, be t:~keu n.s read. 

The l'c.>port, as you will notice, t ouches on a f:~irly wide range of su ltj ec ts, 

many of which requit·e 1: 0 further comment from me. Vie ha.\·e not in 

every instance progt·essed with the mpidity which wo might J es it·e, more 

especially iu regard to questions affecting tmcle with the interior of China ; 

but even here some mh•ance ·has been made .aud it is bccom ing apparent 

that the Chinese nation, after m:\rking time .in the mal·clt of events for 

centUI·ies, will soonm· o1· later ·have to ·fall into quick step with their neigh

bours. That this .may come with despatch is devoutly to be wished, but 

whether the result be iuuncdinto or not, it is evident that aff,~irs in the 

empire of China are undergoing a tr3onsform:~Liou which radically affects 

the position oC tmcle, and will mark an epoch in history. That the finan cial 
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necessities of the Government will prove to be the true key to open tile 

door of this country to incre1~sell freedom of trade by the alteration of tho 

present provincial fiscal sys tem seems more than probable, and once tile 

multiplication of taxes in the interior is abolished, there is every reason to 

expect nn increased volume of foreig n trade. "Wh1tt we wnnt, a!Hl what we 

must str'ive to obtain, is a fixed reasoual,le tariff of inland taxation, so th1~t 

we shall know where we stand, and out· merchandise not be sul~j ect to tbe 

capricious exactions of every provincial offieial. It may seem invidious 

to ascribe the development of tmde with China to this cause rath er than 

to the desire for canying out her treaties made with foreign powerll, but 

the masterly methods so long employed by the officials to evade some of 

tile terms of these treaties arc so well known thnt it would be idle to refuse 

to recognise the real mainspring of the pt·esent changing attitude. This 

is no disp:u·agemeut of out· diplomatic and consular representatives. Quite 

the contrary. They have been extremely active ancl energetic during the 

year in ta.king up all questions r elating to foreign trade, and if the wind 

in Peking sets in this direction they may be depended upon to take full 

advantage of it. I would particularly refer to the exertions of Sir CLAUDE 

1\fAcDONALD in Pt>king, who, while advancing our intere:>ts, is undoubtedly 

nt the sa.me time rendel"ing good service to the country to which be is 

accredited. We hn ve to thank hi m for the promptitude with w hicll he lla.s 

attended to our communications on the lekin question, and for having 

f;\vourably considered our views when we addressed him. \Ve arc also 

much indebted to Mr. BRENAN, H. M.'s Consul-General in Canton, for his 

advice and assistance, which be has been always ready to give, and which 

have greatly aided the Committee in arriving at conclusions on various 

occasicns when we appealed to him. 

In local questionR our efforts have met with son~e success, though 

perlmps not of a showy description. First iu order of these is ' the 

r eduction of the light dues to the amount levied before the imposition 

of the special Gap R ock light tax. As yon may r emember, our 

late Governor, before whom at the time loomed a probable deficiency 

in the Budget, was inclined to lis ten to the voice of the cbarmet·, and, 

while p1·ofesseclly redeeming his predecessor's pledge to the Colony hy 

abolishing the special tax, to retain its substance by re-imposing it in the 

form of a permanent addition to the light dues. Fortunately for t.he 

Colony, the Secretary of State recognized the good policy of honestly 

redeeming the unconditional prom ise made Ly Sir \'Vu.LU.lii D Es V<Eux. 

( 15 ) 

~ir. CHAMBERLaiN has, bowe\'er, left th e door open to an in ct·e<tse of t.•txa

tion on shipping should the financial state of the Colony be justified in 

requiring it, and it behoves this Chamue1·, unless it sboulcl entirely alter 

its present views, to be prepared to meet rtUy attempt in th e future to 

undermine the freedom of the port hy the levy of taxes on shipping in ;~uy 

sllape or form. Th<tt th is Colony should take a rett-ogrn.de stop of t.bis 

deset·iption when our n~ighbours iu Macao have wisely abolishell port Jues 

would indeed be an anomaly . 

You will see that we have hall some correspouJ ence with the Naval 

Authorities in refe1·ence to the seawa rd extension of the Royal Naval 

Dockyard. W e were glad to receive assurance that this rec..:lamation 

will not affect t he fainvay, and that if there is any serious siltiug up 

a.l.ong the New Pmya the Admimlty will probaLly rtpply a remedy. W e 

had hoped for a definite promise in reference to thtl latter contingency, 

wllich we have r eason to think extremely likely to occur, and we still hope 

that Commodore HoLLAND's conditional exprtlSsion on this point will Lo 

fully redeemed if necessary. 

Another subject not remote ft·om the foregoing is the arrangement 

and erection of the new Government piers along the Praya. As you are 

aware, the Committee in November last, respondin~ to an invitation 

from the Government, nominated Mr. EnE to represent the Cbamhcr 

on the Specbl Committee appointed t o consider ancl report on 

this question. Mr. EDE, with his usual readiness to ser ve th e vublic 

interests, consented io undertake the duty, and I learn from llim that tho 

Committcee have made the following recommendations to the Go,•ern

ment :-1. That Murmy Pier remain as it is. 2. That au open pier ue 

built 120 feet long by 25 wide opposite the road lea.ding to the Qneen's 

Statue (Wa.rdley Street). 3. That the present pier at end of I ..:ebouse 

St.reet will not he required when lhtJ Queen'~ l:'ier and P ecluet· Street Piet• 

are built. 4. That the new Pedder Street Wharf be constructed with a 

solid base utilising the masonry a lready fixed and from that lJase an open 

pier he built 200 feet long and 40 feet wide. 5. That if it be contemvlated 

to remove the present Clock Tower, it be reLuilt of a suitable design ou the 

base of the Pier. 6. That in view of the ad¥anced state of P otlinger 

Street Wharf and the cost of removiitg the solid masonry a lready in 

position that wha l"f be completed on the original uesign. 7. That in view 

of the pressure of native craft along the sell wall no fur ther Government 

'Wharves be erected between Pottinge1· Street and Nu.m Pak Hong Wharf 
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except tl:e lhrl.Jonr l\fasler's Pier. 8. Tbat <\11 open pier be built 60 

feet long and 25 feet wide opposite French Street.. 
Tbe Chamber were called npon by Government to give theit· opinion 

npon a. proposal by the Medical Officer of Health for a systematic medical 

inspection of all vessels entering the waters of this Colony, the outcome 

of a recommendation from tl1e Local Government Board. Your Committee, 

while generally opposed to such a scheme, w hi eh seemed to them 

unworkable, considered ihat it would be bettet· to first obtain an 

independent opinion from the shipping interest, and referred the matter 

to a committee of rren t.lemen all of whom were intimatelv associated with 
0 ~ ' 

th e shipping trade. 'l'hei r report., which was der.idedly adverse to the 

pr.oject, was adopted and forwarded to the Government, and it is 

sn.tisfactory that as a rllsulf. no attempt has been made to introduce a 
cumbrous and more or l<?ss costly piece of machinery which we do not 

consider could have proved effectual for the purpose. 

Althougl1 last year the Colony suffered less from quarantine restrictions 

at olher ports than has been the case of late years, it is much to be regretted 

that the same cannot be said of the present time, and that restrictive 

measures are being adopted on all sicles against us on account of the plague, 

which so far only exists in a sporadic form. 

The storm warnings in use last yen.1· did not prove satisf<tctory. 

'l'hey bad been the n1enn!!, not so mnch of giving warning to mariners of 

disturbances at a distance, which is specially desired, as of creating 

premature abrm among the Chinese boating popnlation, who were scared 

into seeking a rcfu~c directly the signals were hoisted, and thereby the 

work iu the harbour was unnecessarily interrupteu. Acting on. a. geneml 

concensus of opinion, your CommiiteP. suggested a retum to the meteot·o

logical signals form erly iu use, and the Government, I a.m glad to say, 

promptly accepted the Chamber's suggestion. 

One more matter connected with nmrine I would notice, and that is 

the Pinnacle I~ock Fund, the primary iuea for utilizing which was by means 

of the ofticers of H. M.'s Yessels which might be engaged in surveying the 

coast ; but since the year 1891 there bu.s not been oue so employed and, as 

the funu was thus assuming the position of the taleut hidden in a. napkin, 

your Committee considered it time to tal; e other st()ps for its practical use, 

and accordingly entered into a. rather voluminous correspondence with the 

British Consuls and Commissioners of Customs at tl1e various Treaty Ports 

in Soutl!ern China, asking for their assistance iu offering rewards for 
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iuforma.tion. Our hearty thanks are due to these gcutlemeu for having 

entered cordially into the scheme. ft is to be hoped that this new departure 

will bear fruit presently in the cli:;covery of some of t.hose hidden dangers 

to navigation which now a.ud ag.\in cause serious and unforeseen disaster. 

There is one question on which I regret to say we have notbin~ definite 

to lay before you, though it is a matter of great local importance. I a.llndo 

to a demand made ou this Colony for !L largely increased contribution to 

the mail subsidy. As you are aware, a suu-committee consisting of the 

Vice-Chairman ancl Messrs. EvE and WHrrEHEAD consented to make a 

report to the General Committee and thoroughly t.hreshed out the ques

tion, marshalling a st1·ong array of arguments proving th e unfairness of 

the grounds on which the proposP.d addition to our contribution was based. 

A despatch emuodyiug the major part of their report was sent to the 

Government to be forwMded home, and so far, I am sorry to say, nothing 

beyond a Lare acknowledgment of its reeeipt. has reached us, but we shall 

be well content if the arguments it contained have proved convincing a.t 
the Treasury. 

Coi1sdemble eone~pondence on the registration of trade marks in this 

Colony ensued on reference to the Chamber by Government of a suggestion 

by a Manchester firm to the effect that some general scheme of registration 

applicable to the whole of the British Empire should be undertaken, which 

your Committee were unable to endorse, aa it is put out of cout·t by the 

great attendant expense. As an outcome, how8ver, the Chamber were 

enabled to obtain an opin ion from the Attorney Geneml as to the relative 

value of home n.nJ. colonial reg istration, which should prove useful Jata in 

the future. 

F1·equent complaints have been marlll of the working of the Post 

Office. Whether it he that the staff is inadequate Ol' the accommodation 

insufficient, the fact r~mains that the service needs improvement, am1 it is 

to be hoped that the Government will tn.ke the ma.tter seriously in band. 

Tmn iug from questions of local interest to those affecting tra.de with 

China, we ha.ve first cause f or congratulation in the opening of the ·west 

River to foreign trade anu navigation, which took place on the 4th June 

last. It is, of course, too early yet to ~peak Yery decidedly as to results, 

but that this is u. move in the right direction and will eYentually largely 

benefit trade there is no room to doubt. Meanwhile it is satisfactory to 

hea;· the report that this was merely the prelude to the opening up of all 
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the inland w<~.tcnvays of Uhina. to foro i~n commerce, and this concession, if 

carried out in its enti rely, will afford trade f:\cilities hitherto unhopeu for. 

The use of t ransit pa.sses has now become general in the sonth of 

China, and a.lthough cases have occurred calling for consular intervention, 

there has been much less f t·iction t.han might have been expected. It 
1s now given out, under the au thori ty of the foreign Customs, th;tt 

mercbanilise may be sold en ?'oute with the observan ce of ordinary formalities, 

instead of being required to be ta ken to the destination named on the p:\ss. 

Thus anoth~r obstacle to trade has been withclmwn and has made the a ir 

dearct·, hut Yrbat stn.nds in our way now is the Tso-li or destination tax, 

which is practically an undefined q uantity aud m;ty be exacted on goods 

aniving at their destination unuer t ransit pass o1· otherwise. Your 

Committee have recently r eceived :t despatch f rom H. i\11. Consul-General 

at Canton, stating that the Canton au thorities ba ve supplied h im wit.h a 

tariff of the ll!kin charges at the 49 lek in stations in the K wa.ugtun g 

Province, and that the Tso-li ta ll: on most foreign imports is 2 pc1· cent.. 

ad valorem, but as the1·e is no machinery for collect ing th is lax at ot,ber 

destim~tions, there is evident g round for the presumption t hat irregularity 

may be practised in the collection. 
Such things as t he illegal monopoly ercctccl last May in K waugsi, 

when the authoriti~s farmed out to a native syndicate of mcr~bants the 

rigbt to collect lekin on matches ttnd kerosine, will probabl.v uot t rouule us 

again for some time. On h<wing its a ttent ion dra.wn to tbo q nestion by a. 

complaint from Messrs. ARNHOLD, K ARBHRG ,t Co., your Committee at 

once add ressed the B ritish Consul in Can ton on the subject, protcst:ng 

against t hat privilege as a breach of t reaty righ ts, and asking for f ull 

information before add ressing the British Minister at P eking. T hank s, 

howe,·er, to the Cousulat· energy displayed in Ca.nton, the farm was first 

suspended a.nd then definitely abolished without necessity for further action 

on the part of the Cba.mLer. 
We may hope, too, that before long even the preferen tial duties by 

which the Hoppo of Cant.on curta ils the earnings of foreign steamers on the 

rivet· will become a thing of the past . Up to the present all action bas 

been unprodactive of res ult in this matter owing to the Tsung-li Ya.men 

insisting upon documenta ry proof of tl~ e practice, t-hough they must be 

perfectly aw<He thn.t such proof is vi rtually unobtainable. Signs are not 

wanting that the system of intem al taxation in China is about t o unJergo 

a. great revolution, and it is to be hoped that among other changes the plan 

11 
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of maintaining two rival Customs services will soon be a tbing of the past. 

An appeal was made a few months ago by a Hongkong t rader for 

assist.auce in present ing a claim upon the Canton A uthorities for loss 

suffered through the intervention of the local officials at F uchuen iu 

Kwangsi. Mr. 'WATTS had purchased some coal as an experimental cargo 

from the r eputed owner of the mine in K wangsi, a nd leH for Canton in the 

belief that it woulcl be duly delivered. Bnt t he coal was not for thcoming, 

owing to the action of the authorities. Mr. BnENAN repe;tLeclly applied to 

the Viceroy for an explanation f t·om t he Fuchuen officials, an cl only with in 

the last few J ays we learn th at the explanation given by the F uchuen 

MtLgistrate is that the coal was not the p roperty of t b.e seller. Just before 

coming to t he meeting I bave seen the copy of a let.ter from M1·. W ATTS 

making further protest to the Consul and the case remains open. 

Much as it would have pleased you r Commit tee to be able to co-operate 

with the Singapore Chamber of Commerce, we were unable to comply with 

their invitation in August last to do so in tak ing action to secure fixity of 

exch:tnge, by s u ggest io~ some alterat ion in the exist ing cunency to the 

Govemment. There seems to have been great differer:ce of opinion in 

the Singapore Cbamber on th is complex problem of the silver question; but 

here we could feel none so far as the standard· is concerned, as it is quite 

impracticable to effect a divorce from tho currency of China, where our main 

trade lies and with whom we arc in such close proximity. Tbe proposal W!\ S, 

however, carefully weighed and considered at a special meet ing of the 

Committee called fo1· t b<Lt purpose, anu a reply in accordance was made to 
the Singapore ChambtJt', 

T he thanks of the Chamber are again due to its represen tative in the 

Legislative Council fot· the energy and vig ilance wit.h which he has watchcu 

over the interests of the Colony generally, more especially in the matter of 

the ligbt dues, t he mili ta t·y contribution; :..nd the cost of ad minist ration. 

These and otber quest-ions in wbich the welfare of the Colony and the 

promotion of t ra.de are bound up, will, we may be sure, always be taken a 
deep interest in by Mr. W HITEHEA D. 

There have been few changes in the Committee during the year. Mr. 

MICHAELSEN, who had for some eleven years given most willing and efficient 

service, resigned in December, as be was leaving the Colony, and Mr. H AUPT 

was invited to fill the vacancy. It will be necessary for you to-day to elect 

a new Committee. All the outgoing Committee have consented to serve if 
elected. 
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The ,roll of members has been still further increased, five new members 

lJaving joined since last meeting, and their elac tion will require confirmation 

at this meeting. On the other hand the Chamber has lost two members. 

A further improvement is apparent, I am glad to say, in the finances 

of the Chamber. We have now a sum of $4,000 on fixed deposit, and have 

carried forward a credit balance of $1,4'73.62. Under these circumstances 

and, seeing that the work of the Chamber is steadily increasing, yout· 

Committee, at the commencement of the current year, considered that 

they were justified in making a long ueeded improvement in the salaries 

of the Secretary and clerk . (Applause.) I should like her o to acknow

ledge the able servi ces of our Secretnry, whose time is now more called 

upon by the increased duties, and who by giving that time is able to get 

the business of the Chamber more promptly attended to. (Applause.) 

I think, gentlemen, I have now t ouched u pon all questions c~:~,lling for 

special observations from me, and have purposely refrained from alluding 

to tbe politica l situation, which is somewhat involved. Before proposing 

the adoption of the report and the accounts, the qom mittee will be glad to 

listen to any discussion on the various matters that have been dealt with, or 

to hear any views on other subjects which members may wish to present. 

(Applause.) 

Mr. GRANVILLE SHARP-Mr. Chairman and gentlemen. On former 

oc~nsions tl.t these annua,l m eetings I ho.ve 'lmd plen.sure in refet•ring to the 

clear, succinct , and vigorous reports which the Committee has presented to 

us. The present is no exception to the rule. The C'ommittee has been 

vigilant, assiduous, and devoted, and our Secreta ry has shown himself just 

ns good·at writing letters as he did erstwhile in writing leaders. ( Hear, hear, 

and applause.) There is in the opening paragr!'.ph of·the report., which I will 

confine the few remarks I make to, n. passage wh ich h t\S attracted my 

·n.ttenbion. In referring to the relief wuich the shipping has experienced by 

direction of the Right Hon . the Secreta ry of State for the Coloni~s, the 

paragraph closes thus :-" Bea}'ing in mind, however, tha t the princrple of 

having resort to 'light dues' for put·poses of geneml revenue in any case of 

urgent necessity lJ as been endorsed by the Secretary of Stn.te, it will Le 

necessary for th is Chamber to keep a wa!chful eye on this question in the 

future." I turn over to fiud out \vhat the Secretary of State had said·, and 

I find that in the lust pam graph of his letter ·lJe writes thus :- " I desire to 

add that if at any time hereafter urgent necessity shouh1 arise fot· increasing 

the genera.! rcvenne I should be prepared to consider a.ny proposal for again 
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raising the ' shipping dues,' as I have no reason to think that the present 

charge has borne very hMdly on the shippi ng interests." T his was dated 

the I '7th of March, 1897, and I believe is the only expression we have fro :n 

Mr. CHAMBERLAIN upon the subject. H e does not refer to t he dut l' arisino-
- 0 

from light dues. H e spe:tks of" shipping d ues," and there I think t he 

gt·cat difficulty of apprehending the matter has a risen. Tuis sbippiug 

"light" has been ftmned and ventilt\ted until it has shone so br ightly that 

it has dazzled and perplexed those who have tried t o exami ne into the 

question, and I am sony tha t the term has been used, because I <lo not 

think it is applicable to the point. Our r ecent Governor Sir WrLLIAllr 

RoBINSON and the members of tile L egislative Co uncil were all unitecl as 

to the matter of t,he light dues-t hat the comph\int, if it may so be c:tll ed, 

of the shipping Wt\S quite well founded, a ncl that ther e was no rottson, now 

that tbe Gap Rock LiglJthouse was finished, fot· the con t,inuance of t be 

rate. 'l'he sting of the matte r, as fa r as t,he Committee seem concemed, is 

in the head-the leading paragraph of their report. The sting as far as t he 

Right Hon. JosEPH CHAlllDERI~AIN is concem ecl seems to be in the tai l-in 

the concluding words of his rejoinder, and Loth parties-the Commi ttee 

and tlJe Minister for the Colonies-seem to agree very fairly upon one 

point, and that is that the matter is not finally settled. The q uestion 

seems to Le not whet.her one ccnG or two and a lJa.lf cents is to be levied 

upon shipping in Hongkoug, but whethet· everybody who is intet·ested in 

the Colony should bear n share in it.s support- this h rge staff of Govern

ment official!! who bavc to be well pai•1, the enor mous army of Police, and 

t.hese essential public works, t.o say noth ing of the cont t·ibut ion we ha.ve 

to malte f or tlJc defence of this piecl de ien·e, this foothold, th is refnge for 

shipping in tlJe Far E ast, l\tHl this J>lace f_9r t.ho centt·alisation of our troops. 

I cannot believe that this memot·ia l of tlJe shippi ng chss was intended as 

a. rual and boncl. fide complaint agaiust t hd Ievyiu g of two aud a ln lf cent;; 

per ton. I believe iL was a protest on t heir part against Lhe-if I may use 

the word-- ext.t·avaga.n ce wlJich h11.s ebamcteriscd some departments of the 

Govemment. in the past antl the fo.)ar on theit· p:wt that if this two anll a 

half cents W<\S fis:.)J as the l igU.t du~s there wouU be presently another 

cent an-1 anothel· on th e top of t lut a'l exigency might a rise. At present 

in Hongkong all is s~nooth sailing. Om· sb;u·e:> a. re a t a go~J price ; pro

perty is fairly tliaiuta.iued ; business, I nucle rsta.nd, is good, a.nd there is 

peace at·ound; but may we not feel tha t t his aspect of affa.irs mn.v . Le 

altogether and very sudde nly changed? May we no t ha,·e a la.rge addit ion 
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to the necessary expenditure not only of the Impet·ial Government but of 

the Colony iu an adLlition-a very consideml1le addition-to the troops 

which we have in this island, and is it the time for us to be questioning 

and grnmhling and guarding against one another in reference to taxation 

instead of onr all stamling shoulder to shoulder ready to pay not two and 

a hltlf cents per ton but 25 cents per ton if necessary for the protection of 

the British Empire? \Ve sec 16 Chinese rnn awn.y with a ton of granite. 

How are they able to do it? Sixteen Englishmen could not do it-nor 

26. It is by their patient application, each one bearing his own burden, 

and by their ingenuit.y in so distributing that burden, so that it shall fall 

f,tirly upon all. I called upon the Harbour Master the other day to ask 

him a few questions. He pulled out of his desk a paper which 1 have 

never seen Lefot·e, and which I suppose very few in tl1e Colony have seeu·

a paper which was provided by him for submission t o the Commission 

which was appointed to investigate the charges upon shipping, and which 

I really think ought to have been laid upon the tablo of the Legislative 

Council, and I hope sincerely that one of the unofficial members will ask 

that Captain RuMSEY's memorandum of July, 1897, upon this important 

question may be publisherl. In the ma1·gin I noteu a pencil memorandum, 

"Empress steamer, 450 feet radius, 900 feet diameter, 636,174 square feet." 

I said, "'Vhat is that ?" "Oh," he said, "She goes round and takes up 

14 aeres in the ht~rbour." "Oh," I said, "And what does she pa.y?" 

"Thirty dolhtrs," he replied. "Thirty dollars for three weeks? " I asked. 

"Well," he replied, "it is two weeks one half-year and three weeks the 

other." 'l'hirty dollars for three weeks, that seems very little. Any 

remark I make must not be in the least uegree taken as hostile or unfriendly 

to the Empress steamers. The Bmpress steamers and the C. P. R. once 

saved my life. I was dying when I left Montreal and when I got to Hong

kong I was all right. (Laughter.) The space available for shipping is 

1,446 acres. I say that that acreage is worth $20,000 an acre. The lallll 

on this side is worth $8 a foot. On the other side it is worth $2 a foot, and 

between should he worth $5 a foot. You may say it is not reclaimed. 

No; if so it would be spoiled for anchorage, but I say it is worth at least 

$20,000 an acre and it is the only capital which the Colony possesses except 

stones. •rwenty thousand dollars an acre would give us $30,000,000, 

which certainly ought to bring us in three per cent. That is $900,000. 

\Ye use the harbour as well as the ships. Let us cut the amount in two 

1\llU tnke off $450,000. Nine million tons of shipping would just give five 

( 23 ) 

ceuts a. ton, not two and a half cents, not one cent but five cents a ton. I 

hope that the urgent necessity to which Mr. CHUIBERLAIN refers may not 

arise. I believe from what I hea.r t.hat we shall be able to sustain the 

withdrawal of the one and a half cents wit.hont putting any furthe1· taxa.tion 

on the Colony-(hear, hear)-Leeause we are in a good condition, but 1~11 

urg~nt necessity may m·ise. Then again, what is the value of the shipping 

whid1 comes annua.Jly t.o this Colony? Capta.in R uMSEY saitl that in 1806 

it was valued approxim:ttely at 80 millions s terling~ 'rhis now yieldr; to 

us about £5,000 or 1 ~cl. in the £100, versus property in the Colony worth 

£!,000,000 sterling, upon which we pay about £50,000 per annum in 

taxa.tion, or 2,000 times a.s much as t he shipping does. I belioYe the t ime 

will come when the collllition of the poot· in this Colony will h::we to be 

taken into account. The second and third eLtss people are mnltiply in~ 

very rapidly indeed, a,ncl if manufactures are to prosper here we wust fin ll 

a hom& for a. multitude of poor people. People have to live here upon $50 

a nlOntb. I find, and I believe many of you find, it much easier to spend 

$50 a day than $50 a month, a nd if people are to be taxed ful' everything 

'vhat is to become of the poor people at Kowloon who !iN in 25 dolbr a 

mon~h houses, .and what about some of the poor men who live in some of 

my houses at 5~d. a week? And they are taxed. :M:t·. CHaPMAN rnns a.fter 

them, puts do\vn their numbe1·, and collccLs $1.5.6 from them in the course 

of the ye<w. The Canton Steam-boat Company, tha.t excellently managed 

compauy which is the admiration of us all, pays for 1,500,000 tons 1,700 

dollars, whilst it pays the Canton Government about $17,000. Ca.ptain 

RuliiSEY said the line of inducement which we should hold out should be 

not so much nothing to pay as something to earn, <~ud it is certn.inly most 

extraordinary, as he remarks in the memorandum, that the influential 

companies, those magnificent and wealthy corporations, should lteinally 

say and believe that the effect of light clues will be to exclude certain ships 

from the harbour. What ships will be excluded ? ·why, if any ships will 

be excluded it will be the tramps, so that the influentia-l compn.nies will be 

able to get better rates and obtain the means to pay off lhe trifl iu~ 

amount which will keep the tramps aw;ty. The Estimn.tes will be prepared 

next October, but I may not then have t•eturned to the Colony. I therefore 

venture to hope you will excuse rue for putting these views Lefore you, as 

I shall not then have the opportunity to say anyt.hing. B Ltt I do thiuk it 

is a. matter which the influential shipping people of H ongkong may well 

reconsi.ier. I have great pleasure in proposing the adoption of this 
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voluminous, most v.dmthle, well-considered, itnd well-written reporL. 

(Applause.) 
Hon. T. H. VVHrTEHEAD-l\Ir. Chairm<tn, T1et me offer you my hearty 

congratulations on the able and exhaustive address which you ha"e just 

delivered. I earnestly hope that members may have the good fortune to 

listen to many more such lucid speeches ft"om thei t· Chairman in the fnture. 

(Applause.) I will not detain the meeting so long as the last speaker, 

Mr. GRANVILLE SHARP, bas done with the few reillarks 1 have to make. 

Before the report an<l accounts are passed I desire to again point out, as I 

did at last year's annunl meeting, that it. is very essential the Committ.ee to 

bo elected to-tlay should see to it. that the Government does not louger 

dcby effecting mnch needed and indispensu.ble sanitary reforms, as plague 

is unhappily again in our midst. I then quoted fro10 a well-considered 

minute written Ly Mr. EnE some time previous, wh ich reads-" Unless 

some well-considered scbeme be a.doptcd to abate overcrowding, to resume, 

la.y out, rebuild on new principles, a.t least the worst sections of 

the town, we shall never make auy real permanent progress towards 

immunit.y from filth and disease;" and I said, "'I.'he emascula ted 

Sanitary Board still with us has rendered and. is renderin g e.xcellent service, 

but the law now in existence does not give the Board the power to compel 

ln.ndlorcls to do wh<tt is essential and necessary. Though the l3oard applied 

in August, 1896, to have the fublic Health Ordinance further amended, 

Government so far have delayed giving the powers required." The 

Commission appointed in 18D6 to enquire into the existence of insanitary 

properties in the Colony, &c., sent in their report to Govemment some t ime 

a.go, Lut so far no action appears to have been taken thereon. '\V e know 

the sad and Litter experience which Bombay is again passing tht·ougl1, and, 

spe<~.kiug at the annual meeting of the Bengal Chamber of Commerce last 

montl1, the Chairman sa ill "that the composition of Buua bazaar (or th o 

portion of Calcutta iu which the native traders and dealers cany on their 

business) is 75 per cent. of masolll·y, 15 per cent. roadway, anJ 10 per cent. 

court-yards and other open spaces,- a condition of things which is infinitely 

worse than in nny other civilised town in tbe world." It is to be fe::n·ed 

Honghng is little if any helter than Ca.lcutta, as it appears from a. taLuhLted 

statement prepared by the Medical Officer of Health that "not mot·e than 

aLout. 18 per cent. of the Chinese dwellings in tl1e City of Victoria can be 

regarded as in a fi1irly good sanitn.ry condition." There are very many 

insanit-ary properties, many dwellings which in their present condition are 

( 25 ) 

unfit for human haLitat.ion; the back portions of a number of the houses 

are dark, ill -veutilctted, extremely dirty, and in some cases a re mere dens 

of fi lth or hotbeds of dist?ase. The attention of the Government has again 

and again been urgently d irected to the insanititry state of the city- in the 

Colonial Surgeon's reports of 1874 and 1875 ordered by the H ouse of 

Commons to he printt?d in 1881; in lVh. OsnERT CHADWicK's report on the 

sanitary condition of Hongkong presented to both H ouses of P arliament 

in August, 1882, and another report by h im dated July, 1890; in t.he report 

of the Permanent Committee of the Sanitary Board dated J une, 1894; in 

the reports of the Committee on Housing the Chinese dated J uly and 

August, 1894; in the Colonial Sut·geon's report on the epidemic of bubonic 

plague dated March, 1895 ; and in the repo rt of t he Medical Officer of 

Health for 1896. But the sanitary reform necessary t o render the port 

clean and healthy has not ye t been effected. The work should be undert.a ken 

forthwith, done thoroughly irrespective of the cost in money because until 

it is effected "we shall never make any r eal permanent progress towards 

immunity from filth and disease." Y our new Committee should keep the 

Government alive to the clangers to public life and property to be 

appt·eheuded from a continuance of the plague and should leave no stone 

untumed until Hongkong is rendered an uncongenial abode for the plague 

bacilli. There are advocates who recommend a systematical med ical 

inspection of all vessels entering the waters of the Colony, and such 

inspection could no doubt be carried out, but without p roper surveillance 

would the system prove effective? When the Ch inese are ill they will not 

venture to come to Hongkong. They are afraid of the wholesome treatment 

extended here to plague patients. The incub<tt ion period of plague is 

usually from three to six days, the limit is ten days, and it appears to me 

that in view of the hLrge nu m her of Chinese arriving daily in the Colony 

from Cant-on, Macao, aml the mainland, that effective surveillance over so 

lat·ge a number of persons, may be 5,000 or 1),000 or more, is really uot 

}>mcticable. In 1894 medic<tl inspection was in force here, but I understand 

no plague cases were thereby detected. Out of e''ery t welve c:tst?s now 

discovered I arn credibly informed that a.Lout nine or ten a re fo und dead, 

which shows that t he search for cases is very ineffective. The remedy is 

in the hands of the Govemment, who should at once authorise t he requisite 

increase in the Sanitary Staff, take immediate steps to put tbe city into :\ 

thoroughly sanitary condition, and render Honglwng, so far as hum an 

energy and ingenuity can make it., ihe reverse of a congenial haLitation for 
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the plague bacillus. While this task is being accomplished the question of 

medical inspection and the stoppage of immigw~tion should be studied, 

carefully reconsidered, and grappled with in the light of more recent 

experiences. The demanu made by the Impcrin.l Government in the 

beginning of last year for an i11creased colonial contribution to the mail 

subsidy was on 27th February, 1897, referreu to a sub-committee composed 

of 1\Ir. H ERBF.R'l' SMITH, 1\fr. N. J. EnE, aucl myself, as it was impossible 

for your Committee to pronounce a.n opinion on so important a matter 

withou t furthet· info t·mation than was then, on l st J\farch, 1897, lJcfore 

them. The sub-committee ma.de clue enquiry, stuuied the subject, and fully 

considered despatches and papers on the question, but were unable to obt:l.iu 

from the Imperial through the Colonial Government a statement shewing 

the wei gh t of maii mn.tter carried and the gross revenue derived by each of 

tL e following Governments :-'rhe Imperi<~l Go\·emm ent, the Indian 

Governmen~, aud the various Colonial Governments, from mnil ma~tet· 

canied by the English mail service under the subsidy contmct with the 

British Go>ernment for the yeat· ending 31st March, 1896. The refusal 

to s upply the information we asked for is ominous, a.ud I conclude that tLe 

statement would have shown the demand of the Hom e Government to be 

unf.lir, umeasonable, an<l iniquitous, and n.n imposition so monstrously 

unjust that for the present it has Leen n.bandonecl 'rhe Committee's reply, 

dated 5th J uue ]as~, to the Govemment was based on inform ation and 

mtlterial supplied in the Sub-Committee's report, which report has not 

been published as usual, though it contains nothing of a confid(mtial naturo. 

In view of the possibility of the internal wat~rs oi' China. being p;Lrtially 

openotl to foreign trade and stca.m navigation <Lt no very distant dtLte it is 

•:lesira.ble tlmt this Chamber should keep nli ve to the importance u.nu to the 

necessity of the maintenance of the freedom of commerce in the markets 

of the adjoining Empire still la.rgely undeveloped. As an ev idence that 

otLer Chambers are aw;lke to the vast changes which arc taking place I may 

here quote the mcm ot·ial addressed to the President of the Unitetl Sta.tes 

on Sru February last :--

,, The Chamber of Commerce of the State of New York beg 

leave respectfully to represent-

"That there are important changes uow going on in the 

relations of European powers t o the Empire of China affecting 

the territory of tha t Empire, and to that extent affecting the 
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privileges enjoyed under exist ing t reaLy rights by American 

citizens trading in and with China. 

"That the trade of the United States to China is now rapidly 

increasing, and i~> destined, with the furt.ber opening of that 

country, to assume large proportions unless a rbit.rn.rily tlebarrcd 

by the action of foreign Govemments, the exports from t he United 

States to China and H ongkong, !LS far as they can be traced, 

hnvi11g grown from S8, ll 7,059 in 1893 to :)17,978,965 in 1897." 

"That, in vie'v of the changes thrcate11ing to future trade 

development of the United States in China, the Chamber of Com

merce of the State of New York respectfully and earnestly urge 

thn.t such pt·oper steps be taken n.s will commend themselves to 

your wisdom for tLe prompt antl energetic defence of the existing 

tt·eaty rights of our citizens in China, and for the preservation 

and protection of their important commercial interests in tl1at 

Empire." 

The lime luts come when the opening up of the magnificent resources of 

the Celestial Kingdom to the trade of the world cannot be much longet· 

delayed if the integrity of China is to be sustaine;J and the welfare of het· 

people prom oted. · Never in the histo ry of the F ar East bns there been 

gt·eater need to strain every nerve to fully and completely safeguard our 

markets and develop new ones in the cause of civilisation. The example 

set by the N cw York Ubamber of Commerce should be imittLtetl by the 

Chambers of Commerce throughout the Far East, as each has a direct and 

tangible interest in tho growth of the tt·ade and commerce of China, present 

and futu re, and in keeping open on equal terms to all competitors the 

markets ancl resour ces of the oldest Empire in the world. Before sitting 

down perm it me to offer you my grateful thanks for your kitlll reference to 

my bumble endeavours, as rcpresentati;e of the Chamber in the Legislative 

Council on behalf of the t:.rade and commerce of the port. Members may 

rest assured that while I have t.he pri\•ilege and pleasure of living amongst 

you I sLn.ll continue, iu m,v leisure time, to do my little best i n tho 

interests of the Colony and for the promotion of its welfare. (Appla.use.) 

Mr. J. H. I.Ewis-I have much pleasure in seconding the able report of 

the Committee for the past year, which has been to some extent unfn.vonrauly 

criticised by Mr. GRANVILT,E SHARP in regard to the question of light 

du~s. To judge from Mt·. SHARP's remarks iu connection with the shipping 

interests of the Colony it would almost appear that he lJClu a brief from 
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the Harbom Master. However, all thilse points have been successfully 

uphelJ. by the represeutati \'es of the Chamber in the past, and most of us, 

I am sure, can only hope that the shipping interests will in the fu ture be as 

well and as snccessfnlly protected. 

Thf:' motion was then put to the meeting and carried unanimously. 

New Members. 

The CHAIRMAN-The next business before us is the confirmation of 

the members electeu Juring the past year. 'rhey are:

Mr. J. R. 1\iiCHAEL. 

Messrs. LuTGENs, EINSTMANN & Co. 

Messrs. H. II. KiRcH & Co. 

The CHINA SuGAR REFINING Co., LD. 

Mt·. w. F. WENYON. 

I have much pleasure in proposing their confit·mation. 

Mr. JAcKSON- I beg to second that resolution. 

Carrieu unanimously. 

Election of Committee. 
The CH..uRMAN- 'l'be next business is the election of the Committee. 

Mr. JAs. llfcKIE-Before proceeding to the election I should like, 

Mr. CHAIRMAN, if iu orJer, to suggest to those present the name of Mr. 

H. A. RITCHIE as a most desirable member of the new Committee. Mr. 
RITCHIE is not only the Snperintendent in Hongkong of the largest t~nd 

most important shipping company in the world, but, hy the tact and energy 

lw displayed in the agit.ations a;;ainst the increase of l ight dues and the 

et·ection of slone piers, he has proveJ himself a capable writer, and will 
be an acquisition to the Committee of this Chamber. 

'fhe 0HAIRMAN-1'he election will now proceeJ in t he usunl manner. 

On the result of the ballot having been ascertained, 

The CHAIRMAN read ou~ the names of the members of lhe new Com· 

mittee, n.s follows:-lVIr. R. M. GRAY as Chairman, Mr. HERBERT SMITH, 

Vice-Chairman, Messrs. J. J. BELL-IRvnw, T. JAcx:soN, N. A. SrEns, 

T. H . WHITEHEAD, A. HAUPT, G. B. DoDWELL, and H . A. HrTCHIE. 

This concluded the busin~ss of the meeting. 

Report o.f the c(lJnmitlee of t!te HoNGl\O~G G rmF:RAL C IIAMBE!t OF 

CommRcE, .f(lr the Y em· endin,r; 31st December, 189 7, for 

presentation to tlte Jfembe1's at t!te A nnualJJ!feetin!J, to be lteltl 

on Tacsday, the 5th April, 1898, at 3.00 p.m. 

The Committee beg to submit to the Members of the Cb:~mber the 

subjoined Report of theit· proceedings during the past ye:1l'. 

•rhe Light Dues. 

The agitation inaugurated in 1896 by this Chamber to secnre the 

fulfilment of the pleJge given by Governor Sir WrLLIAM DEs Vamx when 

the Special Gap R ock Light Ta.x was fi rst impose<l, t hat so soon as the 

cost of the Light ha.d be<.'n met, the TJight Dues should l1e reduced to 

their form er level, has resulted in the redemption of that p romise by 

dit·ee:tion of the Secretary of State for the Colonies. A ccordingly, at the 

commencement of th":l current year, the old rate of one cent per ton \ms 

reverted to, and the shipping has thereby been r elieved from a burden 

which threatcnecl to become permanent. Bearing in mind, however, tha t 

the p rinciple of hn.ving t•esort to L ight Dues · for purpose.s of genera.! 

revenue in any case of urgent necessity has been endorsed by the Secret ary 

of State, it will be necessar.v for this Ohamoer to keep a wntchf ul eye on 

this question in the future. (Appendix A.) 

Abolition of Port Dues at Macao. 

By a Royal Decree dated the 30th April last, the P ortuguese 

Govemruen t declared all steamers entering Macao fro:n H ong!rong and 

Chinese ports exempt from tonna.ge and all other 110rt ducs,--an important 

step to secure the preservation of the trade of the neighbouring colony. 

(Appendix B.) 

The Opening of the West River to Trade. 

The ports of Samshui and vVuchow-fu, and four por ts of cali

Kongmoon, Kumcbuk, Sbiuhiug, and Takhing -on t.he 'West River were 

opened to foreign trade and navigat ion on the 4th J une, and a B ritish 

Consular Officet· was at once despatched to vVuchow-fu. Provisional 
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Re"ulations for the conduct of tra.de on the River were issued in August, 
0 

and copies courteously forwardetl to this Chamber hy the Imperial Mari-

time Customs. (Appendices C and D.) 

The Naval Yard Extension. 
Hearing that the Admiralty projected t~ b.t·ge extension seawat·J of 

the Royal Naval Dockyard by reclamation ft·om the sea and construction 

of a Lasin, your Committee, apprehensive that this projection of the area. of 

the Ya.rcl would affect the ft1irway through the men-of-war anchorage and 

cause a silting up of the foreshore in front of the uew Praya, addressed 

the Government ou the subject, n.nd asked that such steps should be taken 

as might be necessary to protect shipping interests. The matter was 

referred to the Naval Authorities, who ba.vc expressed an opinion that the 

extension of the Naval Yartl will not affect the fairway n.nd is not likely to 

cause any serious silting up, but if the latter should occur the Admiralty 

will prubauly be ready to apply a remedy. (Appendix E.) 

Hong·kong and the Postal Subsidy. 
'With regat·d to t.his important question, n. reply wa.s, on the 5th 

.Tune, addressed to the Go\·ernment despatch requesting the views of the 

Chamber on the new demands of the Trrasury, in which these were strongly 

combated, and an en)phatic protest made against the mileage basis on 

which it is sought to fix the Colony's contribution to the Mail Subsidy. 

Beyond the aclmowledgmcnt of the receipt of this communication, nothing 

further has been heard in connection with the protest, which it is to be 

presumed is still under consideration in London. (Appendix F.) 

The Medical Inspection of Vessels. 
In consequence of a. recommendation ft·om the Local Government 

Board that :t systemn.tic mcclical inspection of all vessels entering the 

waters of this Colony should be adopted, on the principles prevailing in 

ports of the United Kingdom, to which end it was proposed to establish 

inspecting stations at each extremity of the harbour, with an adequate staff 

of medical officers to perform the work, the opinion of the Chamber was 

s0ught by the Government.. The question was referred to a Committee of 

gentlemen engagrd in the shipping trade, and a. copy of their report setti ng 

forth the unclesira.bility and impracticability of the proposed inspection 

was despatchecl to the Government with a covering letter endorsing these 

opinions and adding a suggestion for facilitating the work of the H ealth 

Office1·. No fnrtho1' action has since been taken with regard to the 
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inspection, but the latter suggestion of the Chamber was adoptee}, i•l'esutu

ably ~n deference to the wishes of the shipping in terest. (Appendix H.) 

Quarantine Regulations. 
During the past year vessels from Swatow, Amoy, and Porm osau 

ports wet·e placed under medical inspection at Shang-hai, R lngkok, Nether

lands I ndia, and J apanese and P hilippine ports for a. period, but arrivals 

from this Colony were not subjected to serious detention. (Appeudix I. ) 

Illegal Monopolies in Kwangsi. 
In Ma.y last a notice was issued by the Provinci!d Authorities in 

Kwangsi announcing the concession to tJertaiu native merchants of the 

privilege of importing mn.tcbes and kerosine into th!~t province on tet·ms 

constituting :\ vit•tual monopoly for a period of twel vo ye.-ns. 'rho Ch:un. 

bcr's attention ha\·ing been called to this ureach of treaty rights, a letter 

was acld ressetl in the first place to the British Consul a.t Canton, r cp t·escnt

ing that the action of the Kwaugsi officials was a practical nullification 

of the transit pass privilege. Mr. BREN AN had lost no tin,e in protcsti11~ 

against the monopoly, and as a result it was cancelled soon aftcrw.wds . 

Furthet· col'l'espondence with H. B. M.'s Consul ensued on this question 

and the cognate one of intema.l taxation on foreign goods, and eventually 

representations thereou were addressetl to H. B. 11-L's Minister at Peking, 

who in reply promisetl to clo his best to induce the Toung-li Yamcn to pro

hibit the fanning out of taxes on merch<tntlise t o syndicates, a.ml fully 

reeognisetl tlw importance of the publication of intemttl Customs ta.riffs, 

which he had instructed the Consul to apply for. (Appendix .T. ) 

Preferential Duties. 
'l'his oft-recuning quest ion came rather prominently to tlw fo re ag<tin 

last year. In September last, the Honglwng, Canton ;tnd Macn.o Steambo!tt 

Comp:u1y inform ed the Chamber of a new infmct.ion of the Treaty uy 

the Hoppo at Canton who, in competition with the I mperial Maritime 

Customs, had lowered the duty on waste silk when carried by junks and 

dive~ted the carriage of that product from the river steamers to nati vc 

craft. Urgent representations on the subject were promptly made first to 

H. B. M.'s Consul and subsequently to the British Minister a.t Pd, ing. 

His Excellency promisecl to bring the matter before the T~tmg-l i Yamcn, 

but the result has been pra.ctica.lly nil, since the carriage of the mtide 

referred to continues to be made in junks. The Central Government at 

Peking dem~tncl docnmentary proof of the pm.ctice, which it is virtually 
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impossible to obtain, as it is the interest of shippers to ILvail themselves of 

the oppcrtunity to lay the Silk down in Hongkong at the lowest terms 

obtainable. (Appendix K.) 

Infring·ement of Trade lVIarks. 
The reference to this Chamber by the Government of ;t lett.er ft·om 

Messrs. MARSLAND, SoN & Co., of Manchester, complaining of an infringe

ment of their "Horseshoe" label by Belgi1m manufacturers, and sugges

t ing tllat some general scheme of registration to cover Great Britain and 

het· Colonies, led to some correspondence on the local registration of 

Traue 1\'Iarh. Your Cotnmittee, i11 reference to the latter suggestion, were 

not prepared to advocate any scheme of Imperial registration embracing 

both the Colonies and the United Kingdom, on account of the proportio11s 

such an undertaking would necessarily attain anu the great attendant cost 

of L<wing commensurate departments in each Colony. At the same time 

they recognised the importance of owners of marks for local trn.de being 

able to claim the protection of rt>gistration, and aecorllingly the Govem

mcnt were requested to ask the Attorney General to give an opinion ou 

certain poinls and r;onfirm or otherwise certain concl usious 11amed. This 

was done and the Attornev General, in a minute on the subject, expressed 

the opini~n that registrati~n in this Colony is only 1J1'imt~ facie evidence of 

the right to a trade mark, and evidence of a prior subsisting registration 

in En,.la.nll would be admissible to defeat the p1'inu~ facie ~roof of the 
0 • 

local regiflter, but when application for registration has been made In 

Hongkong before the d<tte of registration in the United K ingdom , the 

loca.lregistmtion should confer prior right in this Uolony. (Appendix L.) 

The Question of Dating Bills of Lading. 
This question, which has been very largely discussetl in Lvndon and 

various British ports, was brought to the notice of the Committee by the 

President of the General Produce Brokers' Association of London, and 

in con£urmity with bis request, the correspondence on the subject was 

circulateJ among the members of the Chamber. The practice had not, 

however, so far as could be nsccrtaiucd, caused any serious iucouven·iencc 

Joca.l ly, anu the Committee saw no reason to proceed further in the matter. 

(Appendix M.) 

The Dangerous Coast of Socotra. 
The wreck of the P. & 0. S. N. Co.'s steamship Aden on the coast of 

Socotm last summer, attended as it was by a sad loss of life, induced your 
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Committee to make rP.presentations to the Board of 'l'racle as to the 

necessity for a comprehensive investigation to ascertain by what means 

t.he shores of Socotra can be rendered less dangerous to navigation. 

Various othe1· Cha.mbers addressed commnnications to the H ome Govern

ment on the subject, and there is reason to believe that they will not 

prove barren of results, replies r eceived being to the effect that th e lllalter 

is engaging the careful attent ion of the Board of Trade. (Appendix N.) 

The Recog·nition of British Busiue3ses established 
prior to opening of Port. 

A question of some intet•est has been opened up by the refusal of th~ 

British Cousnla.r Representative at Shashih to recognise a branch agency 

opened at tu;~t port some fifteen years ago by Messrs. A. S. WATSON & Co., 

Limited, as a British firm, ou the ground that it will raise two other 

questions, nmnely, the nationality of the branch before the port was opened, 

and that. of simihtr establishments in places which are not Treaty P orts. 

Some correspondence has passed on the subject, <tnd in Septcm ber <t letter 

was addressed to the British Minister praying him to extenu his protection 

to the firm's i.Jranch ttt Shasi; but no answer has IJeen receivec.l up to the 

pt·esen t. (A Pr endix 0.) 

The Government Piers. 

In November last a Committee having been appoint.ell by His Ex

cellency the Govemor to cousidet· and report on the position and ar mnge

ment of then ew Government i1iers, this Chamber was req nested t o nominate 

a representative t0 serve thercon, and Mr. N. J. EDE, baviug consented to 

under take the duty, was nominated accoruingly by your Committee. 
(Appendix Q.) 

Alleged Official Interference with Trade in Kwang·si. 

Complaint b;wing been lodged by Mr. F. W. W A'.rTS with H. B. M.'s 

Consul at Canton of the action of the 11ative officials at Fu Chuen, in 

Kwangsi, to prevent the alleged owner of a coal mine from fulfilling a. 

contract to deliver certain consignments, the support of this Chamber \Yas 

then invoked for a claim intended to be maue. Representations were 

thereupon made to the Consul, who brought the case to the notice of the 

Viceroy and requested him to call on the local officials f or an explanation. 

Further action is suspended pending receipt of this explanat ion, which 

the nati ve officials are apparently in no hurry to gi\•e. (Appendix R.) 
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Proposed Poll Tax on Immigrants in Straits Settlements. 
A Bill having Leen introduced into the Legisla.tive Council of the 

Straits Settlements to provide funds for the erection of Immigrants' 

Exa.minu.tion Sheds, whereby it was proposed to levy a c.~pitation ta.x 

on each male adult Chinese Immigrant, your Committee addressed a 

remonstrg.nce to th e Govemment of the sister Colony, praying for reconsi

deration of the propoHal and expressing a hope th'l.t some other means might 

be resorted to for raising the funds t·equit·od. To this a rcrly was receiveu 

stating thn.t the Bill had alreaL1y been withdrawn and that the necessary 

funds wonld be otherwise provilled. (Appendix S.) 

Registration of Chinese Trade Marks. 
The Singapore Chamber of Commerce, having heen asked hy the 

Straits Government to consider the policy of passing an Ordinanc<l in 

that Colony for the registration of Chi:1ese Trade Marks, appl ied to this 

Chamber for information as to the operation· of such Ordinance in Hongkong. 

The Singapore Chamber feared that the working of such a system of 

re,.istration woulJ be attendecl with v<Wious disadvantages, Lut your Com-
o 

mittee were able to give an assurance that the law in its working here has on 

the whole so fa.r . proved beneficial to trade and neither costly nor incon

vouieut. (Appendix T.) 

The CUl'l'ency Question. 
An invitation was received early in September f rom the Singapore 

Chamber of Commerce to join that body in taldng action to induce the 

Governments of both Colonies to secure fixity of exchange and place the 

emTeucv on a sounder basis. Your Committee, recognising the great im

portanc~ of the question, lost no time in consill ering the suggestion, hut 

l~<tVin g regard t~ the very different position of Hongkong, which is situated 

on the edge of the greatest silver-usi ng Empire in the w01·ld, with which 

its tra\!e is mainly conducted, and from whose currency it would be im

pradicable to attempt a. s~para.tion, they were corn pellecl to decline tho 

proposal to co-operate in the ma.tter, ot· to recommend to the loca-l 

Government auy change in the existing cun ency. (Appendix U.) 

Opening of .New Treaty Ports in C01•ea. 
In July last an official notification reached this Chamber of the 

intention of tho C01·ean Government to open the ports of Cheunampo and 

Mokpo to foreign trade on the 1st Octohet·, on which date the ports in 

question were duly opened. (Appendix V.) 
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Bo.unty to Japanese Direct Exporters of Raw Silk. 
An attempt to divert the export trade in Ra'v Silk from J apan in to 

native bands, was made early ,last year by the Jap<Hles~ Di~>t, who passed 

a Bill to provide for the payment to direct Japanese exporters of l~aw Silk 

of a bounty upon their shipments from Japan to foreign countries. This 

bounty being not only opposed t o the spiri t of the existing T reaties but 

also to the ~tctual provisions of those lately negotiated but not yet in 

force, the Yokohama Chamher of Commerce took prompt and vigorous 

action, acldressetl the Doyen of the Diplomatic Body at T okyo on the 

subject and asked the co-operation of the various Chambers iu the Fat· 

East in the matter. This Chamber responded to tho appeal, expressing 

readiness to co-operate in any steps to procure a reversal of the J apanese 

policy, but lmppily further n.ction was rendered u nnecessary by the 

Japanese Government agreeing to int roduce a B ill into the Diet in 

December last to abolish the Bounty. (Appendix W .) 

Storm Warnings. 
The system of Storm \Varnings adopted by the H ongkong Govern- 

ment at the commencement of 1897 having proved uns<ttisfactory in their 

results, yom Committee in December suggest ed a return to t he Meteorolo

gical Signals which hall Leen in use ft·om J tmunry, 1884, to Decembe1·, 

1896. This suggestion was adopted by the Government in J anu:tt·y, 1898, 

and your Committee hope that the shipping comm unity will thereby benefit 

in the future. (Appendix Y.) 

The Pinnacle ;Rock Fund. 
The Pinnacle Rock Fund, subscribed in 1888, for the purpose of 

giving rewards to Chinese fishermen and others fo r information of tho 

existence of hidden anJ uncharted rocks in the track of steamer naviga

t ion on the coa.st of China, having accumulated to a sum of over $3,000, 

your Committee have thought. it advisable to make a fresh effort to utilise 

it for the purpose intended. The N<wal Authorities, the B t·itish Consuls, 

and the Commissioners of Customs at all southern Treaty Ports have 

therefore been communicated with on the subject, asking them to make 

special efforts to bring the rewards to the <tttention of the native maritime 

popul<ttion. Considerable cor respondence has passed, and the Hongkong 

and Shanghai Ban~ hn,ve been authorised to honout• the draf ts of ea.ch of. 

the Consuls at the various southern por ts to the amount of $300 for tho 

purpose of paying awards for the revelation of hidden dangers. It is 

hoped that this effort will lead t o some useful discoveries. '(Appendix Z.) 
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Delayed Deliveries by Post Office. 
Attention having been called from several quarters t o the unsatisfac

tory working of t~e Post Office Depa.rtmept, a lettet· wtts in J a nuary 

addressed to the Government on the subj ect, instancing certain deh\ys in 

delivedes of the mails. To this a reply was received enclosing a report 

from the Postmaster Gener~1.l giving reasons for the delays specified. 

'!'he explanation was not considered satisfactory by your Committee. 

(Appendix Z 5.) 
Sundry Correspondence. 

Correspondence on the subjects of the Queen's Oommemomtion, 

Transit Passes for Kwei-lam, the Ne\v Commercial Agreement with Bul

garia, the Importation of Indian Yarn into Tonkin, the Supply of Rice to 

Ceylon, the Aboiition of the Import Duty on Tea in Belgium, and the P hi

ladelphia Commercial Museums will be found in Appendices G, P, X, Z 1, 

Z 2, am1 Z 4. 
The Committee. 

The only change in the composition of the Committee during the 

past ycnr was occasioned by the resignation of Mr. ST. C. MrcHAELSEN 

on the 31st December owing to his departure from th e Colony. A letter 

expressing the regrt>t of the Committee ttt losing Mr. MICHAELSEN's assist

ance, and thanking him for the valuable services be had rendered dUt·ing 

the past ten yecu-s was addressed to him. Mr. A. HAUPT Wt\S invited to 

accept the seat rendered meant. 

Members. 
During the past twelve months the Ohambet· has lost t wo members, 

Mr. ATwEr.L CoxoN, who has left the Colony, 1mcl Messrs. STo!,TE:&FOH'i' 

& HAGAN, who have discontinued business. The following have been 

ac1mitted to membership subject to confirmation at the annual meeting:

Mt·. J. R. MICHAEL, Messrs. LU'l'GENs, EINSTMANN & Co., H. II. KmcH 

& Co., 'rhe CHINA SuGAR REFINING CoMPANY, Lim ited, a nd Mr. W . F . 

WENYON. 
Finance. 

The aceounts for the year ending 31st December, 1897, have been 

nndited by Messrs. J . •r:uu&BURN and J. Y. V. VE:&NON. The balance at 

credit of the Chatubt>r, after transferring $880 to Deposit Account, raising 

that fund to $4,000, was $1,473.62. The Pinnacle Rock Fund, by the 

addition of interest, has increased to $3,316.il, both accounts being in the 

hands of the H ongkong aml Shanghai Banking Corporat ion. 
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Dr. Ta~> HoNGKONG GENERAL CHAMBER OF ColiUERCE IN AccouxT CuR.R~~NT wrrH THE SECRETARY. Or. 
-- ---- ···-··-·-·· ·-···-····-·-·- ·······--···--··-· ·-··· - .....•. ··- . - --· ··-····-·····-·--·-····-···- . ·-········-····-···-··-·-···········-··-·-·--.. ·-··-··-·-··· ·-····-·········-··············-··-· - -··-
1897. 
Jan. 

to 
Dec. 

To flffice Uent, ..•... .•. .•.. . . .... .... .....•..... . ...•... $ 600.00 
11 Secretar·y's Salary, .. ... ........ ... ..... .. . . m .... . . 1,500.00 
, ClP.rk's Sabry, . ······· ······ · ············· ·-···· ·· 4RO.OO 
, Sel'vants' \V ages, . .. ...•.. .... .. ... .... ... .•. .•. ... 156.00 
., Auditors' Fe!', .. . -··························· ·· · ··· 40.00 ___ , $ 2,776.00 
, Printing Market Report for the year ending 

31st December, 1897, • . .. ... . ..•..•. .. .. ...... • " .. ..... .. . 
, Snbscription to Newspapers, . .•.•• ..... ..... .. 105.00 
, Advertisiag, ... ···· ··• ··· ········ ··· ·········-··· ··· 19.00 
11 Postage an<l Heceipt Stamps !'nd Pettics, .•• 75.28 

11 Snbscription to Reuter's Political Telegrams, 3,600.01) 
11 I rioting anrl. Circulating,..... .............. .. ... 240.00 

" Stationery anrl. Office Printing, ..• .. ......•... . - ......... .. . 
11 Printing and Binding Annual Report, .....•...•.... .. . .... 
" Binding G OVC>'ItiiW nt Ga::ette, 1896,. ........• a.oo 
, Suncll'ies, . .• ..... . .••.• .. •• •• .... .•...•••. .. ... . . . ..• 31.00 

, Fixed Deposit, ....••.••.. .. ....•. ...•• ....•...•...........•. ..... 
" Addition to Deposit Afc., · ·-····- ··· ···· ····· ········ ··· ···· 

715.00 

199.28 

3,3!0.00 
11a.40 
356.25 

34.00 
3,000.09 

880.00 

11,913.93 
11 Balance cat:ried forward, .................. ..... ... . .. ........... 1 1,!73.62 

s 13,3:37.!):) 

• I 

1897. 
Jan. 

t<l 
Dec. 

By Balance forward, ......... ... ... .... ...... ..... .................. $ 3,266.48 
11 M~mbers' Snbscriptions for I 897, . . ......... ..••.•.•.....• 4,5::12.0R 
, Ralcs oE Market Report inclurl.ing Postage, • ....• .. ... 930.14 
, Snbscribm·s to Political Tel~grams for 1897,. ..•••• .... .. 4,5\18.56 
, Sundry receipts, ........• .... .••• .. .....• ......•• ... ...... ... 7.00 
11 Interest on Credi' bah\nce, • ....•.•••.. .. .. . .• .••. .•..• .. .•. . 53.29 

$ 

I By 

13,:~87.55 

Balance, ..•.....•..•.. .. ....•... ..• ....••..........••. .•..•... .•. $ 1,473.62 

DEPENDENCIES AT C R EDIT. 

Fixed Depo•it due this day, .... .......•....... .. .... $3,000.00 
lnterE'-~t, ... ...... ......... .. .............. ..... . ... 120.00 

.Amonnt transferred from Afc., . ..........•.......... 880.00 

Fixed Deposit dne to-day Afc. Pinnacle Rock, . 3,173.89 
Interest,..... ...... ............ ......... .... ... ... ... 142.82 

4,000.00 

3,316.71 

Snb~criptionR to Political 'l'elegrams,. ..... ........ 25.50 
Subscriptions to Market Report fol' Quarters end-

ing 31st March, 30th Jnne, and 30t.h Septem· 
ber, 1897,. ...... .•..••..... ... ....... .. ....... ...•.. 2.66 

'Snbscriptioos to Market Report for Qnarter end-
ing Slat December, 1897,. ...•.•••••••...••. ..... 250.60 

278.76 

E. J· 0. E. 
Hongkong, 31st December, 1897. 

We have r.ompared the above statement with the book8 and vouchers and found it to be correct. 

JOHN 'l'HURBURN', l . 
J. Y. V. VIU~NON, J Audztm·s. 

• 

R. C. WILCOX, 
8ec1·eta1·y. 
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.A. 
The Light Dues. 

LEITrr CHAMHEu oP Co~m ERCE, INcom•otuTEo, 

IJETTH, 5th l\Iarch, 1897. 

DEAR Sm,-I beg to acknowledge receipt of your f:wom· of 28th 

January with enclosed prints with regard to t.he light dues now Jc,·ied and 

proposed to be levied on ves:>els entering the port of H ongkong. These I 

had an opportunity to-day of lay ing before my Directors, who are much 

impressetl with your statements and tile injnstice of the excessive lig ht dues 

proposed to be levied, aJHl I am instructed to say that thi:; Chamber is dis

pose•) to join in any suitable representations on the snbjoct which may be 

made to the Secretary of State by other Chambcr5 of Commerce and shipping. 

-I am, &c., 

D. W. BEATTIE, Sccr<:tary. 

R. CIIAT1'ER1'0N Wn.cox, Esq ., 

Secretary, HoNGKOXG GENERAL CuA1!BEH OF Co::~nmncE, 

Ho~GIWNG. 

TnE J~cORPORATEI> CnA1lllF.U OF Co1orntcE o~· LxvEnr·ooL, 
Ln' EUPOOL, 3rd April , 1897. 

DEAR Sm,-1 have to acknowledge receipt of yom le tter of J~nmary 

28th with enclosures, wh ich Iuwc heen considered. by the General Trnde 

Committee of the Council, and I have pleasure in transmitting copy of let ter 

ia support of the action of your Chamber which has been sent to-day to Mr. 

CHAlltn;nr.AIX.-1 am, &c., 

THOMAS H. BARKER, Secretary. 

The Secrolnry, Cxumn~n 01~ ComrrmcF., HoNGKONG. 

-,---
The Incorporated Chamber of Commerce of Liverpool, 

Liverpool, 3rtl April, 1897. 

Sir,-The Hongkong Chamber of Cornme:·ee have sent to this Chamber 

copies of a pct.ition addressed to the Governor of Hongkong by the agents nml 

representatives of Companies and firms owning steamers t.rading to aml in the 

Far En.st, protesting ag•tinst the raising of the Gcncml Light Dues from 
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1 cent to 21· <:euts per ton on vessels entering the port. of Hongkong, auJ. also 

of n. letter in support thereof, ndtlressed by that Chamuer to the Go,·ernor. 

The General Trntle Committee of the Council have carefully considcre.l 

the case, as In.itl before them by the Hongkoug Chamber, and n.re of opinion 

that, in the intcre~ts of the shipping trade freqnenti1ig the port of Hongkong, 

the Gencrn.I Light Dues shoultl uot Le rnisc•l ; ami I am respectfully to ask 

thnt ~·our en rcfnl !l.Jlll f:n-oumhlc consideration!' may be given to the Fnbject 

of the memorial.-! lmYc, &c., 

TumiAs II. BARK EH, Secretary. 

Ilt:r .Mn.jcl>ty's Pl'incipal Secrctnry of State for the Colouie~, L ondon. 

HoNGKOSG Cn.\MBErt OF Co~nmncE, 

Ho!'i(ilWSH, 18th May, l89i. 

DEAR Sm,-1 luwe to acknowledge receipt of your favour of tho 3rd 

ultimo transmitting copy of a letter nlldrei':>ed by the Trade Committee of 

you'r Chamber ·to the Secretary of State for the Colonies in support of this 

Chamber'~ protest against the proposed permanent increase of the Light Dnes 

ut this port, to the detriment of its statu~ as a free port. 

I am inst.rnctcd by m~- Committee to ofi't•r the cordial thanks of -this 

Chamber to yqur Committe.c for their prompt and timely action, ami to con

vey to tb.em the grntif.viug iutimation that :Mr. CnAJtnERI,AIN has aeeedetl 

to the prayer of the memorial addres~ed to him on the snhject.-I am, &c., 

H. CIIATTERTON WILCOX, Secretary. 

The Rccreta1-y, LTYERPt}oL Cn .omEn t>F Co)D!ERCE. 

Cn . .nmJ.:R OF Co)mF.UCE, 2, \V.~TT Pr.ACE, 

GREENOCK, IIth May, 1897. 

DEAR Sm,-TLis Chamber luwe to acknowledge receipt of yonr favour 

of 28th January last, enclosing copies of the memorials presented to H is 

:Excellency the Govcmor hy the representRti1·es of yonr shipping interest, 

and from yonr C!lamber to the Colonial Secretary, a ud they conlially approve 

of the protest made, :nul trust on recousiderat ion the Execut.in• Govt>mment 

will not impose any further charges on shipping visiting Hougkong. 

Tl1e tendency of the preR(>nt day is to cheapen the charges on shipping, 

allil all the newer ports in t hi~ eonntrv have made eonsiderable reduclion~ 
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A 
with the view of encouraging owners to acuept chnrters on mo~,t f 1n ·ourable 

conditions, knowing tlmt. these mcrcba.nts will he recouped ·by the prefercucc 

given. 

Freights all O\'er the world have widtin recent years suffered a co;Isider~ 
able decline, all!l in many cases, iuclutling your own local traffic, the reduc

tion, we feel satisfied, exceeds 50 per cent. This itself should cause the 

Government to pause before inflicting grcatt!r hunleus on shipping. 

As you state, the Home Government ha1·e hau our ligh t due~ qnc,;tion 

under their consideration for ~omc time, and it is expected they will very 

shortly reduce the charge to a. rate more in accordance with the actual ontlav. 

It is mainly owing to the fact that yom merclmnts and the shippi~g 
visiting your port arc free from all dues, that Hougkong lms gained the 

position it uow occupies, being the }trineipal ~ h ippiug emporium of the I<a r 

East, allll we feel satisfied, if your Government wi~h to retain that posi tion 

for the port, they will either do away entirely with the charg e 11ow exi~ting 
for light dues, or at the very utmost briug the rcYcnne from this ~ource dow 11, 

and more into line with the actual expeuditme. \V c observe that the cost of 

the whole lighthouse establishment~, iuclndiug main teuance and repairs, 

amounts to $16,870 per annum aml that tl1e estimated reveune at 2~ cents 

per ton, t he burden your Government propose to iuflict on sh ipping, would 

realise $113,000, showing that, after allowing an ample marg in for variat.iou 

in tonnage, the expenditure for maintenance and repairs would be covered by 

a charge oft cent per ton, which woulJ. yiehl about $22,600. 

We shall watch with interest your fur ther efforts, and trnst you will be 

~~;ble to get your Government to make Hongkong, not only in name, lmt iu 

fact, a free port.-Yours, &c., 

R. c. WJLCOX, Et~q., 

Hongkoug. 

W. IIARDlE, Secretary. 

~ubjoiued is the further conespondence belwecn tlw Shipping Firms 
u.nd the .Government on the subject :- . 

Goverument H onHe1 

Uongkong, 18th J anum·y, 189i. 

Sm,-1 haYe the honom to forwarJ herewith a petition which I luwc 

received from shipping firms in this Colony on the subject of the ligh t due:c~ 
levied at this port. 
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2. To facilitate the con:;ideration of the que:; tiou I should mentiou that 

light dues were first imposed in 187 5, when one cent a ton was charged on 

Enropeun shipping entering the port, and in 1890 they were increa:;3Ll to 2 ~ 

cents u. ton, the increase being made in order to meet the expenditure in con

nection with the erection and maintenance of t.he ligh thouse on the Gap 

Rock . It shoultl also be borne in mind that in 1867 a charge was levied on 

all nntil'e cmft t.rading with this port and has been continued up to the pro 

scut time. This charge yielded in 1895 a reYenue amounting to about 

$.'iO,OOO. 

n. Petitiouers now ask that the dues be reduced to the original charge 

of one ce11t, as the additional levy of 2! cents has more than paid for the 

cost of the Gap Rock Light, and as the charge of 1 ceu t a ton is more than 

sufficient to cover the cost of the upkeep and maintenance of the presen

lighthott8eo-', They stn.te that any cbnrge over and avove that nece~sary to 

co,·er such cost will deter shipping from coming to this port and is an infringe

ment of the freedom of the port, which will affect its welfare. 

4. So far as light dues are concerned I agree with petitioner;; tbnt the 

re1·enue d('riYed from them 8hould be applied to the purpose for which it i:; 

rai~cd, vi;-; ., the upkeep ::mJ maintenance of the lighthouses; ami it is true 

that. the charge of one cent. a ton is sufficient to cover all present expendi

ture incnrred on that account. 

;j, With regard to the increa~;ed rate of 1~ cents a ton there seems to 

have been an unders tanding at the time it was raised tha t it was to be devot

ed to defraying the co~;t of the Gap Rock Lighthouse nnd there was au implied, 

if not t\ JiMiuct, promise that it wonld not be devoted to any other purpose 

without the I.egislat.i ve Council being consulted. Iu order therefore to 

redeem thi ,.; promise, and I have informed the Council that in my opinion it 

shonlLl be rellcenwJ, it will Le ncces~ary to abolish the present Gnp Rock 

rate Ly a rc~olution of the Couucil. But petitioner~ not only del:iire the 

incrensed rate to be nbolisheu iu fulfilment of the promise made by Govern

ment, bnt they wish the light dnes to ve permanently retlnced to one cent, 

pointing out thnt nny levy in excess of thnt amonnt is not required foi· the 

lighthouse :>cn·ice, but will be merged in the general revenue, to which they 

couteud that sbippiug sbould not contribute. 

6 . Iu this contentiou, with one exception, all the Unoffi cial Members of 
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the Legislative Council, to whom I referred the mMtcr, tlo not concur, being 

of opinion thnt. shipping should not be entirely exempt from taxation as 

petitioners desire, and they maintain that if t!JC present dues of 2-l, cents:~ 

ton arc con tinued not ns ligh t. dues but as harbour dues there wlll be 110 

infringement of tl1e freedom of the port-a free port being one nt which no 

customs dnt.ies arc levied, and there is no intent ion to charge customs due:; 

at IIongkong . They ab o consider that the prosperity of the Colony will not 

he ntfec tcd by t he imposi tion of such harbonr dnes. 

i. With regard to the argument advanced by petitioners t ha t any tax on 

shipping wi ll be an infringement of the frecdo~ of the por t, I do not t.hink 

they eau be aware of tlie fac t tha t there are many free vorts where the tax 

on shipping i;; very heavy, and I agree wi th thosQ membct·:~ of the Legi~lat.ivo 

Council who eonsiuer a f ree por t to be one where no customs duties are 

charged. 

8. With respect to the fear expre~sed by petitioners that ships will ho 

deterred from coming to Hongkong if ~~ charge of 2·~ cent:; a tou is imposed, 

the following figures show thnt the entry of E uropean shipping iuto H ong 

kong hns steadily increased since light dues were fi rst levied. I n 1875, when 

the dues were firs t levied, the European tonnage enter ing the port wa:; 

1,951,855 tons. Iti 1880 it had increased to 2,.535,587 tons, and in 1885 to 

3,866,i09 ton:;. In 1890 light dues were increased from 1 cent to 2* cent~. 

In thn.t year the tonnage entering t he por t amouuled to 4,883, 733 t~ns anJ 

in 1895 it reached 5, 7i2,298 ton ~. 
9. It wilt be ob~crvell that petitioners admit that shipping should pay 

for the ligh thouses which arc established ant! maintained for its benefit. l f 

this principle Le extended there nppenrs to he no reason why shipp ing shou ld 

not cont ribute towards other ser-rices which are maintained either directly or 

indirectly on its account, such as the H arbour Department, ·w ater P oiice, 

etc., the co~ t of which exceeds the amount raised from the dues of 21; cent~ 

n. ton imposed on shipping. ~ 
10. As I have stated above, the charge ou uative craft Yields n. rcvenuo 

of ~~bout $50,000 :\ y ea;·, and if the principle is once admittetl that European 

shipping should not be levicll on for purposes of general revenue, it would seem 

only fnir to ex tend the same principle to uati ve craft. 

11. The amount inserted in the E stima tes for 1897 as likely to be 

tleri\'ed from lig ht dues amounts to $ 113,000. If the prayer of t he petition 
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Le gmutetl ant.! n charge of l ceut instead of 21- cents a ton ts levied the 

nmonnt of the Estimate will be rednced to $45,200. 

12 .. As you nre aware, the ~onrccs of taxation iu this Colouy me limited, 

nud only two years ago the fees chargee! for various licence:; were raised con

siderably. It is true the tax charge• I on the rat-eable value of house pro

perty is not a heavy one and might he increased without imposing too great 

a lmrclcn on owners of property. But I do not regard the present· time a 

favourable oue for increasing taxation in this direction, as recent sanitary 

legislation has itwoh·ed a considerable outlay on home property. tlJOngh, 

should the ueccssity ari:>e, an increase might be made. 

13. After a careful consiucratiou of the arguments ad vunct:tl IJy the 

petitioners and of the views held by others on the subject of the ta1:ing of 

European shipping cut.cring 'this port, I am of opinion that a charge of 2~ 

cents a ton impo~cd on such shipping as harbour dues is not an uufair ono 

aml is not calcnlat.etl to injuriously affect the prosperity u£ thi:; port, which, 

even if this charge Le imposed, will still be one of the clleapcs t ports for ship

ping in the world. If it appeared to me that harbour dues, such as I recom

mend shouhl be imposed, would have an injurious effect on the welfare of 

this Colony, I should not hesitate for a moment to advise that no snch a tax 

should be lcvietl. I mn fully alive to the importance to this Colony of ship

ping ami to the ueccssity of care being taken to avoid imposing on it any 

burden which would detct• vessels from visiting it. Bnt iu view of the figmos 

gh-eu above, which show that the tollnagc entering the port has steadily 

inereased, though it has had to pay for seven years a tax of 2! cenLs a ton, 

exactly tlte same amount which it is uow· proposed to impose pm1nancutly as 

harbour dues, and of the fact tltat Hougkong is snch 11 cheap port for ship-

l1i1w I am led to the conclnsiou that the fears cxprcsscll by the petitioners 
"'' 

are groundless anJ that harbour dues of 2!! Mitts 11 ton will not keep vessel~ 

away from the Colony to the injnry of its trade and its prosperity. 

H. Jam addsed that in onler to gt\'e legal effect to the change which 

1 propose of converting the present light dues into harbour dues it will be 

necessary to pass un Ordinance. I have therefore to request, if you concur 

in the conclusion at which I have anived, that you will authorise me to 

introduce iuto the Legislntive Council an Ordinance for this purpose, nud 

that you will convey to me your autlwrity by telegram, as it is important 
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that this question he defiuitely settled with as li ttle delay as possible.-! 

have, &c., 

Wrr.UA71£ R OBTNSON. 

The Right Honourable .Joseph Cha,mberlain, lf.P., 

~-c., ~·r.., ~~·r.. 

Do-wNING STnEET, 

lith March, 189i. 

Sm,-With reference to your Despatch No. 15 of the 18th of January 

last and to my telegram of the 15th instant, I have the honour to transmit to 

you copies of correspondence with the Peninsular and Orienta l Steam N aviga

tion Compauy, as noted in the margin, on the subject of the L ight Dues at 

Hongkong. 

2. I consider thnt the shipping interests were given a reasonable expecta

tion that the Light Dues should be reduced, when the cost of the Gap Hock 

Lighthouse wns met . At the same time, I coucnr in your ''icw thnt moderate. 

tines mny properly be levied in Hongkong, provided the proceeds do not in 

ordinary times exceed the total expenditure on the H arbour Dopa.rtment, 

including Lighthouses, Water Police, etc. 

3. I am, however, of opinion that in calculatiug the proceeds of the 

l•arbour dues, the charges on native shipping must be included, as well as 

those on ocean-going steamers, as suggested in the enclosrd letter from the 

Peninsular nnrl Oriental Ste~un Navigation Company. 

4. I am not therefore prepared to sanction yonr proposal to make a 

permanent cha rge of 2~· cents per ton on general shipping, although that 

charge must he continued to the end of the present year, in order t~ avoitl a 

dislocation of the year's finances. 

5. Next yeat· t.he charge must be reduced to such a rate as will, with 

the other harbour receipts, be sufficient to cover all harbour nnd lighthouse 

ex.penditure; and it will be necessary to find some other source of revenue 

t.o make up the deficiency, which may perhaps most conveniently be done 

by increasing the Assessed Taxes. I shall be glad to learn, at your early 

convenience, what changes in taxation you will recommend in or,Icr to carry 

out t he above decision, so that the matter may be settled before the time 

nrri"e!' for pas~ing next year's E stimates. 
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6. I desire to auJ, that if at any time hereafter urgent necessity shonlU 

arise for increasing the general revenue, I should be prepnred to consider any 

proposal for again raising the shipping dnes, as I luwe no reason . to think 

that the present cluwge has borne very hardly on the shipping interests.

! have, etc., 

.L Ciu:IImm LAIN. 

H.E. Sit· W. Robinson, K .C.M.G., &c., &c. 

DowNING STREET, 

6th March, 1897. 

Sm,-With reference to t.be letter from this Department of the 18th 

ult.imo, I nm directeLl hy Mr. Secretary CHAMBEnLAIN to transmit to you, for 

your information and for thnt of other steamship companies whose representa

tives signed with you the letter of the 13th ultimo, the enclosed copy of n 

despatch from the Governor of Hongkong, relativB to the proposal to maintain, 

as Harbour Dues, the charge of 2~ ceu ts per ton at present levied as I,ight 

Dues 011 all shipping at Hougkong. 

2. Mr. CHA~IBERI.AIN concurs in Sir \V. RomNSON's view that it is 

not nnreasoun.ble to levy motlcrn.t.e harbour dues in Hongk ong, providcLl that 

the proceeds do not exceed the totnl expenditure on the H nrhour Department, 

including Lighthouses, Water Police, et.c., and he has at present under his 

consideration to adopt one of the two following ult.ernat i~es, Yiz., ( I ) n 

uniform charge of 2 cents (instead of 2~ cents) per ton on all shipping, or 

(2) a charge on a gmduated scale such as is levied at Gibraltar, hegi nuing at 

2~ cents per ton on smaller vesseh and rising to a maximum charge of (say) 

$30 or $ 40 on ships of (Ray) 1,800 tons and over. 

3. Before finnlly deciding the question he will be glad to consider any 

observations you may wish to offer, but I am to aMk tha t nny representntionH 

may be made at your earliest conYenience, ns the Governor wishes to Le 

informed by telegraph of Mr. CHA)!llE!H.AI~'s decision.-! am, &c., 

SEI.nomo:. 

The Secretary to the . 

Peninsular und Orientnl Steam 'Navigation Company. 
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Peninsnlnr and OHental S team Nnvig-ntio11 Co., 

122, L eadellhall Street, London, E.C., 

lOth March, 1897. 

Sm,-1 ha ve the honom to ac1mowledge the receipt of yotll' letter of the 

6th instant;, N o. 3,982 of 1!:197, enclosing, by the direction of :i\h. Secretary 

CH.DIBEI!LAIN, fol· the information of the signatories to the letter of the l 3th 

ul t imo1 copy of a tlospatth ft·om the GoveJ'nor of H ougk oug relnth·e to the 

proposal to mnintniu; a s Harbour Dues, the charge of 2,~ cents per ton levied 

at presellt as Light Dues on shipping nt Hong kong, nh;o adding that :i\-11-. 
CHAMBERLAIN con ems in the v iew that it i:; uot unreasonable to· levy u1oLlerate 

Harbour Dues in H ongkong, p rovided that the proceeds do not exceed the 

total expenditure on the Harbour Department., inclmling Lighthonses, 'Water 

Police, etc. 

In reply, I alll desired t o state, on b-ehalf of the signatories to the letter 

nho\'C referred to, that they regret that Mr. Crr,UIBERLAIY does not consider it 

expedient to reins·t:tte H ongkong in the posit ion of an absolutely free port, 

that having nntlonhtcdly been the mainspring of the importance it has nrri v('1 l 

ut as a port of call and convergi ng centre for the hulk of the shipping visiting 

the Fnr E astcm sea~. 

Iu view, however, of 'Mr. CnA~IBJt.RbAIN' S opinion th:tt t!te amoun t lcvie1l 

as harbour dues should not e xceed the total expenditnre on the H arbour 

Department, I :tm desired to draw attention to the following fact~ which, i t 

is consideredr conclusively indicat.e that, ou t hb baliis, there is no ground fm· 

increasing the levy of I cent per ton which has been hitherto col leete1l as 

fixed Light Dues. 

Iu the letter f rom His E xcellency the Govcmor of Hongkong it is stated 

thnt the tonnage which vbi tett the port in 1895 amonntect to 5,'ii :2,289 tom,, 

which at 1 cent per t on yield a revenue of npwa.rds of $5i ,000. I n the 

letter from the Shippiug Firms of the 13th ultimo, it w as pointed out thttt 

the present total expenditure of the whole lighthouse establishmeut of H ong

kong is mHlor $ 17,000. There is conlicqncntly a b:dance of npwa nls of 

$40.000 nvO;ilable from this source for general harbour cxpeuditure, and, as 

is shown in Sir \V. RoRINSON's letter, there is a further revenue of $50,000 

a year emnuati:ng from the charge on native craft also avaihtble for that 

purpose, l.Jnt in· additiott to thi:; sum of $90,000 per antmm I a1n able to sl:tte 
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that tl.erc nre further chnrges on shipping collected by the H nrbonr Depart

ment, ,;ueh a!~ native emigrnt.ion fees, tnxes on moorings and l ighter~, etc., 

which hdng in a consi•lemble nnnnnl rc,·enne, though I nm nnnblc. from the 

infiJI·m:-..rion at my disposal in this country, to state what the amount is. 

It is considered, h oweYer, thnt the foregoing statements mny be fairly 

held to iu tl icate that the revenne nt present collected by the H arbour Depnrt

lllent (cxclu~iYe of the specia l levy of 11 cents per ton as Lig h t Dues in con

nec tion with the Gap Rock L ig hthouse) is nlreatly in excess of the total 

exi1c1ulitmc of thnt Department, and it is therefore respectfully m~ed that 

no further b_tx of any t!el;cription mn.y be levied upon shipping, as such charge 

wonhl he exclusively npplicable to the general expenditnre of the Colony• 

mu! i:; ahf'l)l nt.dy not required to meet. nuy expenditure either directly Ol' 

irHlircct.Iy eonuectctl wi th shipping. 

I t i:; sa.tisfactory to note that the Secretary of Stllf.e is of opinion that 

uo charge shoulJ be forced on shipping in t-he intcre.Rt of what may be cnllcd 

the general Bntlge t. of the Colony.-! nm, &c., 

H. H .• JosEPn, Secretary. 

The Uwlcr Scc1·etary of S ta.te, Colonial Office. 

No. 739. 

Abolition of Port Dues at Macao. 

CoLoxrAr. Sv.cRETARY's OFFICE, 

HONCH\.0.)1(;, lOth Mn.y, I89i. 

S m,-1 nm directctl to t.mnsmit, fo r the iuformatiou of the Chamber of 

Commerce, the enclosed copy of n letter, of 9th in :::t.ant, from Her Rritnnuic 

:\lnjc;.ty's Acting Vice-Consul at Macno.-I have, &c., 

.J. H. STE W ART LOCKHART, Colouinl Scerctnry. 

The SccreftLry 

to the Cn .omErt 0],' co~mERC F.. 

No. I!. 1-LM. Vice-Consulate, 

:Macno, 9th l\Iay , 1897, 

Sm,-1 hn,·e the houon1· to report, for the iuformn.tion of His Excel· 

lency the Governor, thnt in )'e>;tenla~··~ Bnletim Offil'ial wns puhliRhetl n 
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telegram, uateu 6th May, 18U7, s tutiug that by a llcci·ec of April 80th, 

steamers entering Mncao from IIougkong, Cantou, Pakboi, Iloihow, ports 

on the \Vest River and all other Chinese Ports a1·e exempt from touua.:;e awl 

nil other P ort tlues.-I h:we, &c., 

H!!:RIIER'l' Gon-E. 

The Ilonoumble The Colonial Secretary, 

llongkoug. 

li O::\'GKO~G G E~J::UAL Cu.umrm OE' Comnmcn, 
IIo:wKoxG, 14th May, l89i. 

Sm,-I beg le:wc to acknowledge receipt of your letter ( Xo. 7;JH) o f 

the l Oth insLnut, transmitting copy of a letter from ll.lLM.'s A t: ting: Vice;

Contiul nt :Mncao nnnonuciug the exemptiou, by a decree of 30th A pl'i l, o ( 

ste:~mers entering that port from Hongkong anu Chinc:;e P or ts from tonnage 

ant! all other port dneH.-I ha.ve, &c., 

R. CHATTERTON WILCOX, ~ecret ury. 

The H ondnmblc J . H. ~l' E\\'AU'l' LOCKJIART, 

Colonial Secretary. 

The Opening of the West River to Tl'ade. 

No. 878. CoLONIAL S ECRETARY's OFI·'l l'J:, 

HoxGiwxu, 3J·d June, lo~li. 

Sm,- I nm directed to transmit, for the information of the Chnmhcr· of 

Commerce, the enclosed copy of a. teleg ram which has been rec:tlin:li from 

Her Majesty's :Minister at !~eking regarding the opeuing of the W c.•t Ui'·cr. 

- I ha,·e, &<!., 
J. G. T. BUCKLE, per Oolouial Sccrula1·y . 

The Secre tary, H oNGKOX<:< CHAMHER OI' Co:in!ERCE. 

TELEGRA:'I£. 
"Chinese Government opening ~rest River aud P orts J tlllC 3rJ. U uti! 

"Consular Officers arc appointed at New P orts, Con~nl llttENAN. i~ iu clmrge 

"of West Ri vcr question. 
"~1.\.I.!DO.:\ .\Ln.'' 



IloNGKONG GENERAL CHA:uJ.>ER oF CoMliEUCE, 

l-IONGIWNG 1 3rd June, 1897. 

Sm ~I have to ackuowletlge receipt of your letter of even dale trans-
' . I mil-ling for the information of this Chamber copy of a telegram just rec01 v~l 

from H. B. M.';; Minister at Peking announciug the arraugements made Ill 

reference to the opening of the West Rh·cr, mill beg you to convey to His 

Excellency the Governor my Committee's thanks for the p1·ompt despatch 

of tbe smne.-;-I have, &c., 

R . CHATTERTO~ WILCOX, Secretary. 

To Hon. J. H. STEWAUT LocrmART, 

Colonial Secretary. 

-----.- .-. 

.Nn. 1·1. H. B. ~L's CoxsuLATE, 

CAxTex, 12th June, 189i. 

~m,-I have the honour to inform you that :Wlr. J. W, JAmr<: ,;ox has 

proceetlml to W nclww for the pnrpo~e of establishing a British Consular 

Ofliec at that port.-I haYC, &c., 

B YH.ON BRE~ A~, Consul. 

The Chairman of the HoxGii:OliG CnA~IBER 0},' CoMmmt:E, 

· HoNGKO:-<G. 

Ho:mKo~m GE~ERAL CIL\:\IBER OF Co)nn:ncr.:, 

liOXGKONO-, l6tit ,June, 1897. 

~Jc,--1 ha,·c much pleasure in acknowledging, with Uumk~, receipt of 

vom· let ter of the 12th instant (~o. 74), i11formiug this Clw.mher that Mr. 

J. '~'. ,Lurn::soN ha~ proceeded to Wuchow for the purpose of establishing a 

British Consular Ollice nt that porL~l hare, &c., 

R. l\J. GRAY, Chairman. 

To Bu:ox B imxAN1 Esq., c.M.u., 

H. B. ~I.'s Consul, Canton. 
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Reg·ulations for T1•ade on the West River. 

CusToM HousE, 

KowLoo:-., 11th SeptemLer, 1897. 

Sw,-I have the plea;mre to send you herewith 6 copies of "Provisional 

Regnlations. of Traue on the West River" for the use and information of 

your Chamber, and I shall ue happy to supply you with f urther copies if 
you need them. 

These Hegulations have received the approval of the Inspector-General 

of Customs :mu haYe been proclaimed jointly by the Viceroy and Hoppo. 
Yours, &c., 

H. M. HILLIER. 

The Secretary, H oxGKOXG GENERAL CIIAMmm o :F ComrERCE. 

CHINESE IMPERIAL MARITIME CUSTO~:IS. 

PROVISIONAL REGULATIONS OF TRADE 

ON THE WEST RIVER. 

'l'he following ltegulations set forth the general conditions under which 

''essels of different classes are perm itted to trade on the West Ri vet• under 

the Special Article of the British Treaty of 4th February, 1897. 

'rhese Regulations consist of Five Sections, viz.:-

SECTION I.- Regulat ions for Foreign vessels holding National or Colonial 
Registers. 

" 

" 

" 
" 

II.-Hegulations for Foreign veesels not holding National or 

Colonial Registers, n.ud allowed to t rnt1e under West R iver 
Oel'iificate. 

III.-Regula.tions for Steamel's and Launches under the Chiul'EC 
Flag. 

IV.-Regulatious regarding Towage. 

V.--,.Duty Rules. 



[ 16 ] 

D 

SEC'l'ION I. 

REGULATIONS ~'OR FOREIGN VESSELS H OLDING 

NATIONATJ O R COLO NIAL REGI STE RS. 

Open l'orls. l .-All British aml other Treaty-power vessels hollling 

National or Colonial R egisters are authorized to trade ou the 

West River at the open ports of S;~mshui (Kougknn) and 

Wuchow. 

! 'laces oE 2.- Further, the following four places, viz., K ougmoon , 
Call open only to Kumchuk, Shiuhing, and Takhiug a re established a:; Places of 

~-~~~n~~~-~cial Call (a.lso termed " Stages") for the landiug a nd shipping of 
River Ccr· passen"'ers :~.nd "'oods by steame1·s fu1'1tishecl with a S·ix ][onths' 
titicates. " " 

Special Rive1· Oe'l'tijicale, n,s pt·ovitled for iu R ule 3 below. 

Rpccial 
Hivcr l'er· 
tificate, 
valid six 
months. 

Arms 
Ucrtificatc. 

Vise of Arms 
Certificate. 

3.- Ail stcanw1·s si)ecia.Uy r<:'ported by the Consul to the 

Cttnton, Samshui or W nchow Customs as h:~.ving depositeu their

Ntttional Ot' Coloniall~egisters at the Consnh1-te, will be furnished 

with a Special l~ivcr Certificate valid fo1· six months. This 

Certific<tte will Le accepted by the Customs at Canton, Samshui 

(Kongkun), and \Vuchow in lieu of Consulat' Report, and will 

also be recognisell as au n,uthorization to trade at the F our 

Places of Call. No vessels except steamers p rovided with this 

Specittl River Certificate will be allowed to hwd or ship passengers 

or goods at the Places of Call. (See , however, Rule 3 in Section 

II. below.) 

4.- Vessels proposing to trade on the "West River must 

provide t~mselves with an Arms Certificate. This Certificate, 

which is to he maue out on a form supplied by eith~r the 

Kowloon, L~ppa, or Canton Customs, and signed by the Captain, 

must state the number of muskets, guns, S\Vor ds, etc., and the 

quantity of ammunition carried by the vessel for self-defence. 

The Anus Certifico.t e may also, if preferretl, be taken out at tbe 

same time and place with the West River P ass (Rules 6 and 8 

below). 

This Certifica te, once taken out, does not require to be 

renewed, but remains valill so long as it is correct. It will be 
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visccl by the Customs at the stations named below, where vessels 

are required to stop when passing into Chinese ,vatcrs, and 

it must be exhibited whenever called fot· by the Customs 

authorities. 

Arms, etc., found in excess of the Certificate 1•re liable to A . , 

fi 
. 1 m~, etc., 

con scahon; and a vessel detected trading in a1·ms or muni tions i~ c:;ccss of 
f · 'th t . ·. Ccrttficatc ; 

o wa1 Wl ou pr oper authonzatwn is liable to t ho penalties pen:tlty. 

prescribed in the 48th Article of the British Treatv of 'l'ientsin. 

5.-All vessels a.bont to proceed up the Rivet." from the se . . a West RIVer · 
direct (Hongkong, etc.) must enter either by \VmJO'moon or au thorized ' 
Motomoo ("B. d ") E . " cntmnceaucl n 10a way . ntermg by "\Vangmoon, they channels 

must take the K err Channel and Junction Channel ~ncl from sea-. • " pass warrl. 

lllto the West River at Fist Cliffs. 

These are the 011ly routes permitted on the voyage inwards 

or outwards from the sea direct. (N.B.-Th~ route vi:'t Canton 

is provided for .in Rule '? below.) 

6.-0n every voyage, vessels enter ing the West River by Report at 

Wangmoon a re required to report at the (Lappa) Customs ~nt:ancc 
stat' o th th t k ' t. Statwns. 1 n ere; ose a mg tue B roadwt>y must report at the WesL River 

Mongchao (Lappa) Station. They will be inspected without Pa~s. 
unnecessary delay on a,rrival, the qnantity of arms, etc. , o·n 

board will be noted (and Arms Certificate issued, if not al readv 

provided), and they will receive a West River P:tss. • 

_'1.- V essels proceeding to the West River from O!tnton are Authorized 

reqtmed to take the following route vb:. Hill P ·tsSaO'e sa,· . channels 
.... ' ' ' ' o ' i. \V(Ll1 f 

Channel, Tailung Channel, ancl Junction Channel, enterino- the d~t~on. 
West ~iver at Fist Cliffs [British Admiralty Chart, No. 2~62] . 
Returnmg from the W.est River to Canton, the same r oute is 
to lJe adhered to. 

B.--Vessels visit ing the West River from Canton must take \V' t R' . 
out th W . es tvet 
' e est R tver Pass n.t Canton. When about leavin"' Pa~~ ; issue 

Chinese wat . th p . "' nt C-anton. ' ets, e ass 1ssued at Canton must be viscd at Visc and 
that port ·tud s . . d . d C . surrender · • ' unen e1e at !a,psnnnoon; or if the vessel of Pnss. 

concerned goes out · • B , . vta roaclway or W ongmoon, the Pass must 
be SUI'l'endered a ·d· 1 · . 'ccot m g y, z.e. , at the Mongchao ot· W angmoon 
station. 
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West River 9.-The West River Pass must Le produced for visc at such 
Pass ; v ise h 1 1 d 1 b nt Port, etc. open Ports and Stages as t e vesse wor ;:s at; an a so w on 

Penalties. 

Manif, st 
rcquirctl a t 
Bntrancc 
f'tations. 

Hat.chcs 
may be 
scaled. 

demanded hy Chinese Revenue Officers. It must Le surrendered, 

on every voyage, at either Mongchao or W ongmoon if the vessel 

leaves Chinese waters at those places. Should the vessel, 

howeveJ;, go out by the Canton Channels (Rule 7 above), the 

West River Pass has to be viscd at Canton and smrenclerecl at 

Capsuimoon. 

10.--Vessels taking other than the above prescribed routes 

into or out from the West River arc littble to a fine not 

exceeding 500 taels. 

Vessels found in the West River without the West River 

Pass will not be allowed to trade, and will be requi red to leave 

Chinese waters. For a second offence a fine not exceeding 500 

taels will be imposed. 

Vessels hou ncl out and failing to sunender the P .tss in 

accordance with the preceding rules are liable to 11. fine not 

exceeding 100 taels. 

11.- When tal;:ing out the West Rirer Pass, vessels must 

hand to the Customs a duplicate manifest of all the cargo on 

boarcl, showing also Port or Stage of destination of each portion, 

if possible. 

12.-The Customs Officials will be at liber ty to seal the 

hatches of vessels entering or trading in the West Riva1·. Sec\ls. 

must not be broken before the vessel reaches the next Port OI' 

Customs StaPe at which she wishes to work cargo, on pain of a fine not 
Officers may 

0 

J 1. 0 l C t 1 ' b t 1 d nccompnny to excee V tae s. us oms emp oye:; may e pu on JOar 
vessels. vessels to accompany them for purposes of surveillance. 

Only 
liccmcd 
cargo boats 
nllowe<l at 
Places of 
Call. 

Only 
authorized 
jetties 
allowed. 

· 13.-l\'Ierchandise for shipment ot· discharge· at Stages may 

only be shipped from or la.ncled iuto licensed native cargo boats ; 

and it must not be removed therefrom till duty h nos been paid 

or payment satisfactorily arranged. If otb et· tlHmlicenscd catgo 

boats are employed, the goods will be confiscated and the 

boatmen punished. Only authorized j.etties may be used for 

the shipment or discharge of cargo. 
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SECTION II. 

REGULATIONs FOR FoREIGN VESSELS NOT H OLDING N aTIONAL 

OR COLONIAL REGISTERS, .AN D ALLOWED TO T RADE 

UNDER WEST RrvEn CERTI FICATE. 

[N.B.-Section I. of the present Regulat ions assumes tha t Purpose of 

all vessels proposing to tmde on the W est River unclet• the \\'es~ .Hi1·cr 
Certificate. 

Treaty of 4th Februa,r-y, 1897, will hold National or Colonial 

Regist.ers, and be regularly reported b,v their Consuls according 

to T1·enty, etc., etc. TLwre are, however, othet· classes of vessel 

to be provided for: such arc especially Foreign-ownet1 sten.m 

and othe1· vessels, which for various reasons do not hold National 

or Colonial Registers. For these classes, special provision is 

expedient; and accordingly they will be allowed to trade 

under West River Certificate in lieu of Regis ter, a,nd in 

accordance with the following Rules which are to be in foree 
till 30th J une, 1898.] . 

1.-Foreign-o\vued steam vessels an cl Foreign-owned vessels We~t River 
t } · ·r . . Ccrtifieate · no )etng steamers, 1 not holdmg NatiOnal or conditions ' 

Coloni<tl Registers, are permitted to t rade on the anc! place 
of l SS UC. 

West River under West River Certificate. This 

Certificate may be obtained from either the Kowloon, 

Lappa, or Ct\nton Customs. It will be valid till 

30th June, 1898, but is liil.Lle to forfeiture at n.uy 

time in the event of bt·each of regulations . It shall 

be open to the• Customs authorities before issuing 

t he West River Certificate to alleged F oreign-mvned 

vessels, to require Consula1· cer tification or other 

satisfactory evidence of bonrZ fide fcreign ownership. 

2.-All Foreign-owned vessels holding this Cert ificate a t·e Control of 

subject to the control of the Imperial Maritime :~;J~~\his 
Customs, and are required to observe the R egulations Certificate. 

of Trade on the West Hive1· and the P ort aud Stn.ac 
0 

Regulations. 

3.--Foreign-owned Steame'rs tmcling unde1· W est Ri ver Steamers 

0 ·f fi t ·11 b ·· 1 d · · h F 1 may trade e 1 1 ea e, Wl e ent1t e to VlSJt t e om· Paces of at i;tages; 

Call, Kongmoon, Kumchuk, Shinhing and Ta.khing conciitlons. 



11 
11 

Spccia.l 
F'lng. 

Distin1-tnish· 
ing number 
f<>l' vessels 
of Chinese 
t_vpe. 

V csscls oYer 
60 tous 
must l1ave 
Hegister. 
l'ubject to 
Foreign 
C11stoms. 
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with passengers and/01· co.rgo if not towing other 
vessels, and in other respects will be acco1·ded the 
same treatment as steamers holding the Special 

River Certificate provided for in Rule 3 of Section I. 

of these Regulations. Steamers towing anJ vessels 

other than steamers -are not permitted to visit the 

'Four Places of Call. 

4.-Like Rule 4 in Section I. 

5.-
" " 

5 " " 
6.- , " 6 " " 
7.-

" " 
7 

" " 
8.- " " 

8 " " 
9.- " " 9 " " 

10.- " " 
10 

" " 
11.-

" 
, 11 " " 

12.- " " 12 " " 
13.- " " 13 , " 
14.-Ali vessels holding the West River Ce1·tificate will 

fly a special F lag, if required to do so, to indicate their status 

to the Likin authorities along the River. 
15.--Foreign-owned vessels of Chinese type trading on the 

West River will be requirecl to have a special distinguishing 

number painted couspicuonsly on both bows in Chinese charnc

ters to obviate detention at Likin stations. 

SECTION HI. 

REGUJ,ATIONS FOR STEAMERS AND LAUNCHES UNDER 

CHINESE FLAG. 

1.-Chinese-ownod steam vessels of 60 tons or over 

proposing to ply on the West River must h1we 
National Register, and therefore will not require a 

'West River Cet·tificate. 
These vessels must observe the foregoing Provisional 

Regulations and wiil be controUed Ly tbe Imperial 

Maritime Customs. They must ta.ke out Arms 
Certificate and ·West River Pass, and confine 

themselves to anthorhr.ed eha;nnels, etc. 
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2.-Chinese-ownou ste;tm vessels under 60 tons need not Vessels 
+n]· t N t' 1 n · t b 'f . under 60 , .. 'e ou a 10na .~_..,egts ers ; ut, 1 not possessing tons: ncgis-

them, they must take out a 'West ltiver Certificate ters n?t 
• , . e.~sen t.ml ; 
If they VISit, trade, or tow on the "\Vest River. Certificates 

Tl 1 'f l d . . rc<Jttircd. 1ese vesse s 1 emp oye 111 towmg must holJ . a. 

West Rivet· Towing Licence is~ued by the Imperial 
Customs. 

3.-All Chinese-owncd steamers,. large or small, even if Ch incs2 

frequenting uon-treatv watet·s by l)Ct'mission of the r'·c~sctls n1,t 
J J'ca y ort., 

Chinl'se Government, are subject at the 'rl'en.ty Ports s!tbj':ct to 
1~ orCJO'H 

or Places of Call to the Imperial Customs. As Unsto~ns. 
regards the passages to be taken by these vessels in 

passing to and f ro bl't\veen the sea aucl the waters 
of the Kwangtung Pt·ovince, the Imperial Customs 

shall also have control in orJer to protect the 

Chinese revenue. 

4.-lf Ohinese-owued stP.amet·s, large or small, trade Trmlitw 

between the outer waters and non-open places in 1b.ctw~e;1 1 ~ otmo·n nnc 
Kwangtung, they mu~t pay duties, etc., to the Lappa. non-o[Jcn 

placco : to 
or Kowloon Customs. pny dnties 

at Kowloon 
aud Lnppa. 

SECTION I V. 
REGULATIONs REGARDING TOWAGE. 

I.- Foreign-flag vessels on tb.e West River, whether Foreign 

h ld. N t' 1 Re · d' vessels m ·ty o mg a wna gtsters or tra mg under West River be towctl. • 

Certificate, may be towed by either Forei<Yn or Chinese towin" by ~·~reigtt 
o o or Clnn<::-:c 

steamers. i4tcnmcrs. 

2.-All towing steamers, Chinese or l!'oreign, mnst hold Towing 

Towing Licences issued by the Imperial Customs. · They are ~,tcat~filet'>'t' ; '-"er 1 . ea cs 
subject to the foregoing Regulations; they must take out necessary. 

either West River Cerlificate or Special River Certificate, vV est 
River Pass, and Arms Certificate. 

3.- Foreign-owned towing steamers may ouly tow foreign Jo'orcign 

vessels. Chinese vessels not subject to the Imperial Customs ~~~~~rs; 
(i.e., junks, etc.) may only be towcJ by Chinese-owned tc,wing restr i~tiou~. 
atea.mers. 
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'fo\Yincr 
Yc~scl n 

subject 
to VCSHC} 

towed. 

4.-All towing launches must observe the regulations as 

to stopping for examination, etc. , which a.ro binding on the 

vessels they arc towing. 

SECTION V. 

DuTY RuLEs; \VEsT RrvEit 'r itA.DE. 

!.-Foreign Goods imported into Samshui (Kongkun) or 

Wuchow from abroad (Hongkong, Macao, etc.) pay once tariff 

import duty; aud Native Produce for export abt·oad from these 

ports pays once expot•t duty. Na.t.ive Produce from port to 

port pays one export ttnd one coast-trade duty. [Ordinary 

Treaty Rules.] 
~la!!cH ; 2.-At the Stages, Foreign Goods from a port and covered 

g::i·~!;:~~~~md by Inwards Transit p,~ssc~, and lil\ewise N ativc Produce en 

Tramit 1·oute from thu interior to a port under Outwards Transit Certi
D•Jcumcnt~. 

ficates, will be passed free on being found to correspond to 

Cargo for 
~ta.ges; 
}'oreicrn 
Good~. 

C:ngo for 
Stages; Na
tiYc Good~. 

their Certificates. 
3.--Foreigu Goods imported from abroau (i.e., Houglwng, 

etc.) into Kcngmoon or Kumchuk will pay full uuty ; payment 

to be maue at those Stages. 
4.-Foreign Goods importea into Kongm oon or ICumchuk 

from Cu.nton will pay no dut.y beyond the origin~l import duty 

lev1ea at Canton. 
5. - Foreigu Goods direct from abroad (i.e., Hongkoug, 

etc.) importca into Shinhi11g or Takhing will pay a full duty; 

payment to be made at Samshni. 
G.-Foreign Goods imported from Canton into Shiuhing 

or 'rakhiug will pay no duty beyond the original import duty 

l evied at Canton. 
7.-Foreign Goods importeu from Samshui into either 

J(ongmoon, Kmnchuk, Shiuhiug or 'l'akhing will pay no duty 

beyond the original import duty levied at Samshui. 

8.-Native Goods shippeu from Canton for Kongmoon or 

Kumchuk pay a full duty on shipmen~ at Canton. 
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9. - Nativc Goods shipped from Canton for Sbiuhing or 

'fakb ing pay l~ full anu half duty on shipment at Canton. 

10.-Native Goods shipped ·at Samsbui for either Kong

moou, Kumchuk, Sbiuhing or Takbing pay a full duty at 

Samsbui. 

11.--Native GooJs shipped at Wuchow for 'l'akhiug or 

Shiuhing pay full duty; for Kmuchuk or Kongmoon full and 

half dnt.y. Pu.yment is Lobe made at Wnchow. 

12.-Na.t.ive Goods exported d own r iver from Takhing or From Stages 

Sbiuhing pay full July at Samsbui, whether intended to be left to PortM. 

there, or to be sont thence abroad (to H ongkoug, etc.) 

13.-Native Goods ft·om Takhing or Shiuhing for Canton 

pay full and half duty at Canton . 

14.-Native Goous sh ippeu at Kumchuk or K ongtuoon to 

Le sent abroad or to Cttnton pay full duty at Stage of shipment. 

15.-Native Goods which have paid a full duty or more 

u nder the three preceding ruleF<, if uecla rr~d at once on arrival 

at Samshui or Canton (as the case may be) to he for re-expor

tation abroad, and if actually re-exported within 13 months, will 
be charged uo further du ty. If not so declared and re-exported, 

such goods will be charged a. f ull d uty on exportation. 

16.- Native Goods from K ougmoon to vVn ch ow pay at 

Kongmoon full and half duty ; from Kumchuk to Wnchow 

thE>y pay at Kum cbuk full and half d uty. 

17.- Native G oods from K ongmoon to Samshui p:~y at 

Kongmoon a full duty; f rom Kumchuk to Samshlti they iMY 
at Kum cbnk full duty. 

18.-Native Goods from Shiuhing anu 'r akhing to Wucbow 

pay at Wuchow full duty. 

'rhe above Regulations anu Rules are provisional for a These 

year, and are to be added to, r escinded, or n.mcncled as exr1eri- Hegulation8 
arc pro· 

ence aud locn.l requirements ma.y dictate. Yisionnl. 

Cus•ro~1 HousE, 

CANTON, August 1897. 
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IIox•ni:ONI.i- G-.ENtm.\L CllA) lHim OF Co~DIEHCE, 

HONGI,ONG, 14th September, 1897. 

l:)m,-1 ueg to acknowledge receipt of yonr favour of this date; court

eously forwarding ~ix copies of the "I>rovisional Regulations of Trade on 

the West River" for the 11~e aml iuformation of the Chmnuer, and for which 

I beg to tender the thanks of my Committee.-! am, ~\c c., 

H .• CHATTERTON WILCOX, Secreta ry . 

To H. :M. Hn.r.tEH, Esq., 

Commissioner of Cu:;tom::;, Kowloon. 

E 
The Naval Yard Extension. 

HoxGJ\O!W GENERAL CHAlWEit OF Co~nmm:: E, 

HONGKOXH, 1 !th May, 18H7. 

t:'m,-In conucction with the contemplated extension of the Naval Yanl 

here, it ha::; come to the knowledge of my Committee that it is proposeLl hy 
the Naval Authorities to carry their reclamatiOll five hnndreLl fee t further out 

than the frontage of the New Praya, the eastern termination of which it will 

ntljoiu. 
While hailing with satbfactiou the increase of the Naval E stablishment 

in this Colony and being anxious in no way to suggest obstructions to the 

development of thu Naval Yard, my Committee canuot but view with dis

quiet such an extensive reclamation, which they think will adversely affect 

the property westward. They fear that it will not only rodncc the fairway 

through the mrm-of-wp,r :wchornge, but tl1at it will abo cause a serious 

silting np along the foreshore of the New Prayn. Reclamation. 

My Committee therefore ask leave to lay their views before Ili::; Ex

cellency the Govemor, ami to beg that he will take :;uch steps as may be 

considered nece,;~ni'Y in the intero,;ts of shipping aml for safeguardiug the 

foreshore of t.he harbour.-! luwe, &c., 

R. CHATTEl~TO~ WILCOX, Secretary. 

Honomable J. H. STEWART Loc KHAHl', 

Colonial Secretary. 
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C oLONIAL SEC'RETARY's OFFICE, 

HoNGKONG, 20th May, 1897. 
Sm,-I am directell to acknowledge the receipt of your Ieuer of the 

14th instant, rel:ttive to the proposed ex.tension seawards of the N av-al Y ard, 

and to state for the information of the Chamber of Commerce that it has 

been referred to t.he Naval Authorities for consideration.--! luwe, ·&c., 

J. H. STEW ART LOCKHAHT, Colonial Secretm·.v. 

The Sem:etary, CHAMBER OF CoMMERCE. 

Cor.ONIAL SEc RETAnY's OFFICE, 

HONGKONG, 25tll May, 189i. 
Sm,--Referring to my letter No. 805, of the 20th instnut, I am direetl}d 

to transmit, fot• the informttrion of the Chamber of Commerce, the enclosed 

copy of a letter from the Commodore relative to the NaYal Yard extension.-! 

ha\'e, &c., 

J. H. STEW ART LOCKHART, Colouial Secretary. 

'l'he Secretary, CHA~!BER OF ComrERCE. 

Victo1• Enranuel, at Ilongkong, 

20th :Mny, 189i. 

Sir,-1 ha.ve the honour to acknowledge the receipt of Your Excellency's 

communication of date 18th in st~nt, enclosing a letter from the Secretary of 

t.be General Chamber of Commerce, and to assure Y our Excellency that it 

shall be brough t hefore the Naval Authorities for carefnl considera tion.- ! 

luwe, &c., 

SWINTON C. H o L LAxo , Commodore. 

C o LONIAL SECRETAR Y's OFI·'lCE, 

lJONGKONG, 5th J uly, 1897. 
Su~,--With reference to your le tter of the 14th May las~ I am directed 

to transmit, for the information of the Chamber of Commerce, -the euclosetl 

copy of n letter from the Commodore relative to the proposed ex tension of 

the Naval Yard.--I lm~·e, &c., 

,J. G. '1'. BUCKLE, per Colonin l Secretm·v. 
The Se!'retnry, CnA)fllER O P· CO)DfEHCE. • 
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Victor E mmzucl, f\t Hongkong , 

30th .June, 1897. 

Sir,-In reply t.o yonr lct.ter of the l St.b May b st reganling the exton

sion of the Royal Naml Y:ml and the possible eon~eqncnces~ I hn,,·e the 

honour to inform Your E xcellency that very careful consideration has l,een 

given to the subject hy the Naval experts, nn,J the conclusion they have 

come t.o, in which I concur, is thnt :--
( 1.)--Thc extension of the Nn.vnl Y:wd will not nff~ct the 

fait·wn.y through the mnn-of-w:w anchomge. 

(2.)-That it is improbnble any ser ions silting will tako pln.ee 

in consequence of the rcclamn.tion exteUtling IJeyon.l t.he Pmyn.. 

(3.)-That if any sil ti~g should take place i t will be within a 

very Jimitell area to Westwnrtl of the Nnvnl Yard. 

(4.)-Shoulu sncb occur and be clearly attributable t.o the 

extension, the Admiralty wonld probably be rea.dy to take snch 

steps to remedy it ns will prove necessary, bnt. I can only mention 

this :~s n probn.bility, bce:mse I h:we no officinl nnthority to make 

n direct statement. 

-I have, &c., 
S\\·r~TON C. Jlor.r.Axo, Commotlorc. 

To His E xcellency 

Sir Willir\m RolJinson, G.C.)t.G., 

Hongkong. 

HoNGKO~G GENF.RAL Cn.nnn: r: OF CO)[~n:ncF., 

liO:'o!GKONG, 9th ,J nly, 1897. 

Sm,--I beg leave to acknowledge receipt of your lct.tcr No. 1054, o[ the 

5tll instant, forwarding copy of a letter from Commo:lore HoLLA~O relati ve 

to the proposed extension of tile Naval Y n.nl senwrll'\l s. 

My Committee note with satisfaction the nssmn.nccs gh·en under rcsen·c 

by the Commodore, and trnst thnt iu the event of rcrne<l inl mensnres becm~

ing necessn.ry in consequence of n.ny s ilting np of the foreshore the A<l m•

mlty will g ive full effect to those nssnrn.nces.- -1 hnve, &c., 
R. CHATTERTOS VVILC OX, Secretary. 

To Honourable .T. H. STEWART LocKnAnT, 

Colonial Secre tory. 
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The Postal Subsidy. 

HoNGKONG GENERAL Cua~lBER OF co~nmncE, 

HONGKONG, 5th June, 1897. 
Sm,-With t·eferenco to your letters of the 3rd February and enclosures 

on the que&tion of this Coluny's contribution to the subsidy fot· the E astern 

Mail Service (already acknowleuged) nncl yom· lettm· of the 11th March on 

the same subject, I am now in n. position to s tate the opinion of my 
Committee thereon. 

1.- At the outset the Committee cannot repress an expression of 

surprise that Hongkong should agnin be calleu upon to p:ty a contribution 

so largely out of proportion to the value received, aucl to the means at the 

Colony's dispos1Ll to meet such a claim. 

In official correspondence ftoom the Colonial Office to tlw Treasury, the 

case of this Colony was vet•y fairly stated, and in a despatch dated 23rd 

February, 1882, Lord Kimberley snid :-

"The latter Colonies are so well supplied with steamship service ns to 

be, practically independent of any contract, and in the event of any 

future cont.mct being enteretl into for tho carriage of mails by 

steamers ca.l\iug at Ceylon, tbo Straits Settlements, ana Hongkong, 

these Colonies may possibly not require to be included in it." 

and, following up the argument, in a. despatch dn.ted the 7th December, 

1882, it is set forth, in p:U"agraph 3:-
"Lord Kimberley is r eady to admit that in principle these Colonies 

ma.y fairly be asked to bear a share of the cost of a mail service, 

provided that such share Le reasom~ble a nd p 1•oportioned to the 

benefit derived by the colonists generally, bnt H is Lordship f~els 

himself obliged to point out that eaeh of the Easte l'll Colonies is 

almost entirely inhabited and its revenue contributed by a native 

population making little or no use of the mail service, and that so 

far as its value for purposes of cot'l'espouclence is concerned, this 

population would have no objection to dispense with it nltogE:ther. 

It would therefore hardly seem rea.sonaule to ask communities so 

constituted to pay the hwge snbsi :lies in qnestion, amounting in 

Hongkong to 5 p er cent. on the whole public reve nue of the 

Colony. 
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"BesiJes the assista.nce which it affords to Her Majesty's Government 

in facilitating the administration of these dependencies a.nd the 

direction of the Naval Forces in the East, it may fairly be said 

that tllC uiercantile community of the United Kingdom who supply 

the· capital for and control the operations of the commerce of 

these C'olouies have a greater interest in tbe correspondence than . 

the1r Colonial correspondents and should bear more than half the 

elpensc." 
2.-'-0n that occasion the Secretary of State, after much well-founded 

demur, :1greed to direct the Governo1· of Hongkong to propose to the 

Lerrislati,,e Council an annual contribution 110t exceeding £6,000, the sum 
0 

still paid, but, owing to the fall in exchange, it now represents an amount 

in local cmrcncy of nea~·ly $60,000-as compared with about $3~,500 at 

the commencement of 1883, tbe dale at which tbe contribution was decidecl. 

It will be seen, theref~rE' , that though the stet;ling sum has not beon 

increased, the local cnrrency amount of the contribution has, in consequence . 

of the dE-preciation of sih·er, almost doubled. · · 

3.- The general aclvttntages derived by the public from a regular mttil 

senice are undou btetlly great, and f1·om a. national point of view are so 

important as to rend~r its maintenance essential, but that is no sound reason 

why this Colony should bear n.n unlllie l'>roportion of the cost. 

4.-In cvnnect.ion with the dema.nlluow made, it must not be forgotten 

that 17! per cent. of this Colony's to~al revenue, i nclttding the []?'088 revenne 

(lerived fl'orn the Post O,tJice, is annually exacted as a contribution towards 

milit~r~ purposes. 'l'his conlribut.ion is considerably larger than is ~·equir~d 
by the Home Government from any other Crown Colony, regard bemg pa1tl 

t~ their relative gross receipts of revenue, and together with the mail 

subsidy-Loth devoted to Imperial purposes-already f orm a bea.vy tax on 

tbe i!1babitants of this Uolony. 

5 . .,--1\fy Colllmittee protest most emphatically against the basis on 

which this Colony's share of the subsidy is pi'Oposed to be calcula.ted. 

'l'bey respectfully submit that a mileage basis is absolutely unfair ancl 

eminentlv inequitaule to this Colony and cannot be justified hy any sound 

argumen~, or, they believe, by any existing precedent. As well might the 

more remote countries in tbe Universal Postal Union be discriminated 

apainst in the r;ttes on the ground of the distance the lct te1:s were caiTied. 
0 
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'fhe Postal Union have eliminated all consideration of distance, and have 

fixed the post;tl rates solely according to weigh t , entirely disregarding the 

distance letters have to be ca.rried. A half-ou nce lette1· f rom H ongkoug is 

ten cents to the nearest Postal U uion country, u,nd it is no more to the 

most distant Postal Union country. 

6.-Although the cessat ion of a. British mail sen'ic~ wouhl, no doul.Jt., 

be viewed by the British and Foreign mercantile community with great 

regret , it should be borue in mind, · when considering the proposed excessive 
cost to the Colony, that the opportunities for C':)nveying conespondence 

hither are more numarous and more speedy than they were form erly. 

The speed of the English Mail Service between B1·indisi and India is 

12.54 knots per holll' as compared with 11.20 knols ver hour L~tween Suez 

and Shanghai, an important factor which should certaiuly be taken i~to 

account iu calculating this Colony 's coutribution to the Subsidy. 

Another striking cit·cumstance is that the cost of carri<tge of letters by 

the French aud the German mails is l.72d. per i -oz. letter, whereas uy the 

English mail the cost is 2.12d. pe1· ~ - oz. letter . W hy the British P ostal 

Service should cost the Oolouy of Hongkong 23 pe t· cent. more per letter 

than the French and German mail services my Committee are unable to 

explain. 

7.-Should my Commit tee re~eive further information of value bea.rin~ 

on this question, they will have the honour to again ad <lress H is E xcell ency 

the Governor.-- ! have, &c., 

R. CHAT'l'ERTON WILCOX, Secretary. 

To Honourable J. H. S·rEWART LocKHAR'r, 

Colonial Secretary. 

CoLONIAL SEcRE'rA:&Y's O.PFic.u:, 

HoNGKONG, 2nd J uly, 1897. 

Sut,-l am clirectcJ to aclmowleuge the r eceipt of your letter of the 

5t.h ultimo Oil the suuject of the Eastern Mail ServicE', aml to slate t hat 

the views of the Chambf.'r of Commerce in r egard thereto have been 

communicated to the Secretary of State for the Colonies.-! have, &c.,. 

J. H. STEWART LOCKHAH.T, Colonial Secreta.ry. 

The SecretaJ·y, CHAMBER. OF Col}IMERCE. 
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GENEitAJ, PosT On·Ic l', 

HoNGKO~G, 23nl July, 1897. 

~m,-With reference to previous correspomlence, I have the honour to 

transmit for the iuformn.tiou of your Chamber the enclosed copy of <t lette1· 

from the ~ecretary to the Geucml Post Office, London, on the subject of 

this Colony's contribution tow:mls the M:dl Suusitly.-1 have, &c., 
A. :M. THOMSOX, Po:stmaster General. 

The Secretary, CnAUIHm 01! ColBIEUCJ<:. 

Hegd. No. 203,057. Geueral Post Office, 

Lomlon, 16th June, 1897. 

Sir,-1 beg lelwe to aeknowleuge the receipt of yonr letter of the 2211ll 

of April last, No. 481, asking· for certain statistics with the view of calcu

lating the share of the subsidy for the Eastern Mail Service to he pni<.l by 

the Colony of Hougkong under the ucw contract. 

In reply, I haYc to inform yon thn,t the statistics a:skc.I for arc not yet 

all complete, nml tlw,t it will not he necessary for the share of H ougkong to 

be calcnln.ted at your Office. 

The principles of the apportionment h:we fi rst to be accepted by tho 

prn·lies concerned, anti the proposal of the Postmaster General is that an 

11ceonnt should thou be preparetl at thi:s Office and should be checked on 

behalf of tue Go\'crumcnts of India anti the Eastern Colonies. It is thought 

that this will be the simplcci t. a.nd most satisfactory method of procctlmc.-

I am, &c., 
W. HocnE, for the Secretary. 

The Postmaster General, IIougkong. 

IJoxcaWNG Gr:!'\ERAI, C!HA:IlBER OF Co:~umucE, 

Jlo~GKONG, 26th July, 1 ~9/. 

S11t,-I have to acknowledge receipt of your lettel' of the 23rd instant, 

forwarding copy of n. despatch from the General Post Office, London, in 

reply to your letter dated 22ml April last, in which you arc informed tha~ 

the statistics a!<kcd for are not yet all complete, antl that it will not be 

IlCCeR:::nry for the share of Hongkong in the Eastern :Mail Snu~itly to be 

calcnla.tetl in your Office. 
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My Comm ittee arc of opinion, from the teuonr of the reply of the 

Gcncml Post Offic(~, tlmt there has hccn some mi:;couception of the purport 

of the Sub-Committee';; application for further information. I t appears as 

if you lmcl asked for stati:;tics such as would be required for the purpose of 

mmhling the Hongkoug P ost Office to calculate the preci,;c amount of the 

Colony':; contribution to the Postal Subsidy; whereas the Sub-Committee 

really asked for :t retum tilwwing the gross reYeuue derived by the Imperial, 

Indian, Australian a nd Colonial Crown Govcmmeuts from mail matter 

carried by the subsidi:led P. & 0. steamer;;, in onlet• to euable them to form 

nu opinion as to t.he correctness or otberwi:;c of the principle, Yiz.-the mile

age basis-on which it is proposed to appor tion the subsidy. My Committee 

therefore, before replyiug to the General Pos t Office, would be glad to 

receive a copy of yom letter so u.s to enable them to form a just opinion as 

to whet.hcr n misconcep tion ha~ ar isen ot· uot.-1 have, &c., 

R CliATTEln'ON vYILCOX, Secretary. 

Honourable A. M. TnOJI:SON, Postma~tcr General. 

No. ~11. Gj,;NBltAL PosT Oc·ncE, 

HONG KONG, 27th July, 1897. 

Sw,-Iu reply to your letter of the 2Gth instant, I have the houom to 

transmit, for the information of yonr Committee, t he enclosed copy of my 

letter No. 481 of the 22nd April lnst to the General P ost Office, L ollllou.-
1 Jm,·e, &c., 

A. :M. THO~fSON, Postmaster General, 

The Secretary, CH.UlllEl{ OF Co~nJEHGI·:, Hougkong. 

No. -181. General Post Oflicc, 

Hongkong, 22llli Apri l, 18!>7. 

Sir,-.Ju reference to the new coutmct with the P. & 0. Company for 

the cou\·eyaucc of mails between the Uuited Kiugcloru and India., Australia, 

and China, I have the honour to reqnc:3t. that, in order to ascertain what 

will be this Co!ouy's share of the snusi.Jy ami how it compa1·es wit.h the 

share of the othe1· Govermnetits concerned, you will be good enough to 

furnish me, if possiiJle, with the followiug informa tion, viz., the weight of 

mo.ilmattcr carried by the P. & 0. S. '0. Compnuy, under their contract 
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ami the gro~s rc,·cnnc dcrh·cJ from such nHLil nmtLCr by the Imperial, Egyp

ti:m, Imliml, Ccylon, .Au;;truJian mul Stmits Settlements Governments for tho 

year ended March 31st, 1896. 
I shall also be glad of information as to the pl:tces on aceonut of which 

the cost of trausit is borne by the 1J uited Kingdom n.ud al;;o the :ollll!Htl mile

age between Au~tralit~_nnd 13riudisi :md the amounts of snhsidy to be paid 

by th e Australian Governments, together with any other iuformation that 

yott may deem necessary for computing the n.m01wt for which this Colony is 

to he linble.-1 have, &c., 
A. ~I. T JlO)lSON1 Postmaster General. 

'l'he Secretary, General Post Office, London. 

1-lo:s-GKON<r GENERAL CriAMBI>It OF Co~ur.EucE, 

HoxGJWNG, 17th August, 1897. 

Sm,-I hnse to ackuowlmlge, with thaub, receipt of your letter of the 

27th ultimo endosing copy of yonr letter of the 22ml April last to the Gene-

ral Post Office, London. 
My Committee are of opinion that the Geneml Post Office umlcrstood 

from your letter that you required data from which to compute Hongkong'" 

share of the Mail ~ubsidy, and hence their reply. 
·will you therefore be so good us to inform the General Post Office that 

the statistics requirell were for this Chamber and were wanted by it to hase 

an opiuion for which it wus asked by the Hongkoug Go,·ermncut, and not 

for the use of the Post Office? I shall be further oblige<! if will a lso repeat 

the following rerJ.nest to the General Post Office :-
"To give the weight of mail matter :ond the gross revenue 

deri,·ed by each of the following Govemments :-the Imperial, the 

Indian, n.nd en,eh of the various Colonial Governments--from mail 

matter carried by the P. & 0. S. N. Compnuy under their subsidy 

contract with the British Govemmcn t for the year ended the 31st 

~larch, 1 8!?7." 
This information being considered of importance by my Committee, 

must be my excuse for further troubling you in this mat ter.--! have, &c., 

R. CHAT 'rERTON WILCOX, Secretary. 

A. M. TRo:m;os, E:!<!·• l >ostnmster Geneml. 

No. 996. 

[ 3:i J 

F 
G:r.NERAI , PosT OI' l!'ICE , 

liOXGKONG, 18th August, 1897. 

Sm,-1 have the honour to state, for the information of the Chamber of 

Commerce, that I have sent a copy of your.Jetter of the 17 th inst.'l.ut to the 

~ecretary, GenernJ Post Office, London, with the request that the informa

tion required may be fnrnishetl.--I have, &c., 

A. M. TIIO:MSON, P ostmal'ter Genernl. 

The Secrefat·y, CnAMBF.R OF Co:IImmcE HonO"]·o11 cr ' 0\. t:'l. 

No. l 4.0H. GENERAL P os·r 0I<'FICF., 

IloNGKONG, 2.5th November, 1897. 

Sm,-With further reference to yonr let.ter of 17th August last, I 

have the houonr t.o transmit, for the information of your Chamber, the 

enclosed copy of a· letter from the General Post Office I mHlo1 I 1 & · - , " 1.- tave, c., · 

A. M. THO:MSON, P ostmaster General. 

The Secretary, CaurnER OF Co~rmmm:, Hongkong . 

No. 20S,057. General P ost Office, 

L ondon, 22nd October, 1897. 

Sir,- I beg leave to acknowledge the rece ipt of your letter of the 18th 

August last, No. 99?,, forwarding a copy of a letter in which the H ongkong 

Chnmber of Commerce asks that t his Office will give ' 'the weight of mail 

matter and the gross revenue ucri ved by each of the following Governments :

the. Imperial, the Indian and each of the various Colonial Governmei1 t;~, from 

mtul matter carried hy the ,Peninsular and Oriental Steam N avigation 

Company under their subsidy contract wit.h the British Government for the 

year ended t.be 31st Mat·ch, 1897." 

. . In ~~ply, I am to say that Her Majesty's Postmaster G etteral regrets 

hts mabiltty to giYe the information rlesit·c<l by the Chamber of Commerce.

! am, &c., 

P. N. BFXTON Fo.rDtAN. 

The Po~tmnst.er General I-Ton"'kmw 1 . M M" 
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H oNGKONG GENER.H, CnumER OF Co)mERCE, 

IIONGKONG, 18th December, JR97. 

Sm,-I have the honour to neknowle1lge receipt of yonr letter of the 

25th ultimo, transmitting for the. in form:~tion of this Cbamher, copy of a 

letter from the General Post Office, Lorllion, replying to ~~ request hy my 

Committee to he snpplietl with certain information in connection with the 

Pos tal Snhsidy.-I h nYe, &c., 
R. CH ATTERTON WILCOX, Seeretnry. 

A. M. THO)!SON, E sq ., Po~ t:rna ster· Geneml. 

G 
Queen's Commemoration. 

RoTOI.PII Hnus~:, EASTCHEAP, LoNDO)f, E.C., 

19th Mnrch, 1R9'i. 

DEAR Sm,- -Herewith I beg to sentl yon, for handing to the Pres ident 

of your Chamber, an invitation to attend a Banquet which this Chamber i:.; 

gi ,·ing to the Coloninl Premiers who nre intomling to visit L ondon in .Tnue 

next in connection with the celebration of the Queen's Diamond ,J nbilec. 

I mny explain th at t.his invitnt.ion is s trictly limited to your President, 

and is not intended to he nppl ienble to any other repre>:en tat.iYe of your 

Chamber, nud particularly not to any London rcpresentati ve. 

Trusting to be favoured w ith nn enrly reply ns to yonr J>resi (lent' >~ 

intentions,-! nm, &c., 
KENRIC B. l\fUIWA Y, ~ceretary. 

The ScCJ~etnry, CliA)lll f:n OF C1HDIERf:E, H ongkong. 

BoTOI.l'll 1-l \HJ:-n:,'E"\ STCHF. .u'; Losnox, :E.C., 
19th :March, 189i. 

DEAR Sm,-Yon wiJI he a lreatly n.warc of the im·i tation which hns heen 

extended hy the Secretnry of Stnte for the Coloniel', the nig ht Hononrnhlo 

JosEPII CHA)lm:nLAIN, )!.r. , to the whole of the Premiers of t.hc self-go\'• 

erning Colonies, to be present in J,ondou during the week ,Tune 2 l ~ t to 26t.h, 

for the purpose of participating in the celehmtion of the Queen's Di:rmond 

• Jubilee. 
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I mmediately on le:wning that this stop hnt! been taken, the Council of 

this Cha.mber cabled to each P remier a conlia.l invit.ntion t.o n. Bnn(pret, to he 

given in their honour by the commercin.L eommnnit.y of the Cit.y of Lon(lon, 

nud ncceptn.nces hn.ve, np to the t ime of writing, bc<:>n reccivccl from the 

Prcmiel'd of the Colonies or the Cape of Goool !I ope, Canada, N ew Zenlan11, 

West Aus tralia, lure! Y ic tmia. 

Tire Council of this Clnunhcr having been responsible for the organizn.tion 

of t he three Congres~c~ of C hambers of Commerce of the E mpire held 

respectively ill 18RG, l HH:Z, nlltl 18%, wonltl be please(! to welcome t!tc 

presence in Lon(lon, (,;imultn.neonsly with t ho celehmt ion) of the PrcBillcnts 

of the chief ColoHin,l Chambers 0f Commerce. I am therefore lo enqnire 

whether· it. wonlol be n.g,·ccahlc to yoa as l're~i:lent of the Hongkong Chn.mhcr 

of Commerce to atterul t he Uanqnet a lready referred to.- - Y om;;, &e., 

KE?\RW B. M U RlL \ Y, Secr<:>tary. 

The Pre;;iclen t, C u .orm:n OP Cm nmrrc E, Ilongkong. 

IT o:-~fmmw GENERAL CnA:u rn:R o~> Co.1nnmcE, 

liONGl<OXG, 3nl i\In.y, 189i . 

DEAR Sm,- I nm in receipt of your fa vour of the 19th Mn.rch, cour

teously inviting the attendance of the l'resi,Jent of the H ougkong Olr nmhcr 

of Commerce at a banq uet to be g iven in Loudon hy your ChamLer during 

the celebration of t he Que~n 's Dinmoncl Juhiloe in ,June ne xt., nml henrl iiy 

t.lr:mk yon, on my own behalf n.nd on that of the Chnmher I represent, for 

the high compliment p:~itl t o ho th. 

I regre t, however, that I mu unable t o do myself the plcn~nre of accept· 

ing you r killll iuvitu.t ion, n,,; T ~cc no prospec t of loein~ in l~nglanu nt that. 

time.-- J am, &c., 

H. 'M. GRA 1 , Clurinn:rn. 

To KE:-<mc B. MunnA"Y, E sq., 

Secretary, L oNnox CIIA)ltiER O~' Co)mF.nc E . 
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:Medical Inspection of Vessels. 

CoJ. ()X{A T. SECRETARY's o~····IC~:, 

HoxGKONG, 14th May, 1897. 

Srr:,-Thc Secretary of State for the Colonies having directed the [l,tten

lion of this Govcrnmeut to the wide divergence existing between the prnctico 

n~ reg1~nls qnar:wtinc followed iu cert[l,in Colonies :unl the principles which 

the Local Governmcut Bonnl nt home regnrd ns suitnblc for effective denling 

with dison~c~, with n view to p:·eventing their spread both onlantl and wnter, 

ntlll rhn m[l,tter haviug been duly referretl to the Sanitnry Boiml for 

consiolcnttion, I am directed to s tnte, for the information of the Chnmhc1· of 

Commorce, 1 hat the Board has recommended a systematic medicnl inspection 

of all vcs;;c\s entering the waters of the Colony, and that the intended place 

o£ tk ::t in:ttioil of persons landing from an infected port or vessel should in 

each cn:;c he notified lo the inspecling officer in the manner provided for in 

the regulation s issnctl hy the Local Government Bonnl, dated 9th Novemhe1·, 

18~)(), of which a copy is e nclosed. 

If the [l,ho\·e recl)lnmentlnt.ion of the Bo:trd is n.dopte,l, all !'\hips entering the 

h :wbom will he requ ire·.! to nnchot· 11t [1, certain s tn.tion for mcdic11l inspection 

by a duly a nthot·bct l officer, who will l.Je on (lnty at snch station between the 

hours of () a.m. n.n:l G p.m., and it will b::J in the lli:;cretion of the iuspccting

mcdical officer to n:lcnsc any vessel n.ft,er inspection o1· to order her into 

qnnra.ntiuc a11t\ tlcnl with her an•l her pa.;senget·;; in accordance with the 

Qnnrn.Ht iae Ht•gnlnl iou~. 

fn onl l'l' to a,·oid tlclay :m•l iuconvcnic nce to shipping, it is proposed to 

h:\ ,·c ti\'O inspecting s tations, one nt the \Ves tem and one at the E as t.ern 

~:drcmity of the hn.rbour, anti an 1\tleqnn.tc stn.ff of medicnl officer;; will, or 

C') ll r~e, h:tYC to he provillctl fo r the purpose. 

B efore, howcYcr, cntcriug fur ther iut.o the particulars of the :;;c\ieme , 

Hid Execllencv the Go\·el'llOI' wonltl be glad to receive the opinion of the 

Cbam l.Jer of C~mmcrce rcgar,ling the ntloption locally of t he Sanitary Regn

ln.tions cuforeetl [l,t home anti :1,8 to what moclifications, if any, are desirnhlc, 

be[l,t·ing in mi1ul t he great importance of the object in view.-! luwc, &c., 

J . ll. STEW ART LOCKHA,RT, Colonial Secretary. 

The Sc•~rc l ary, C H .DfTIER OF Co~nmncJ;. 
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HoN(: J.:oxu G E:-> t:Jui. Cn .um~:H oF CO)I.\tr::ncE, 

Hol>IGKOX<T, IDth ,July, 1~97. 

:::im,-Iu reply to your lctte1' (~o. 7i.J) of the 14th Mny ln~t.'nnllotu tc.: i ug 

that the Local GoYcmment ~~on.nl lutt l r.eeommentletl :t sy:;temnti c.: tu eclic:tl 

in;;pectiou of all vessels entering the waters of the Culouy, to which eucl it i~ 

proposed to hnYe in~pectiug stati(,lllil a t each cxtr,c1nity of the lmrlJ;Htr, wi th 

an adegnate s taff of medical officers to perform the work, ntHI further Hlatiug 

that His Excelleney t.he Govemor wonltl be .glad to reet·h·e lh e opiuiou of 

the Chaml.Jer re~arding tbe scheme, l am inslrnctetl to :say :--

1.-My Committee, recognis ing the imp,ortancc of the r}ue:;t iull, lo:;t nu 

time in referring the proposu l to t.he considt't'ntion of a CummiltN' <Jf ~! r i pping 

experts, n copy of whose report is uow enclo~etl. 

2.-Witb the genernl conclusion s set forth in tha t repor t. my Cununit Lc.:e 

arc snhs t.antially in ngreement; bnt they n.1·e pt·epa.red to admi t tile tlcsi mhili t:· 

of medical inspcctiou when occasions rLri::;e whiclt seem to dema nd it, such as 

the ontl.Jreak of an ,epidemic like that recently expe rientcd in llongkoug, to 

which occasion::; t.hey understaatl tha t the Local Govennncnl Hoanl regulat ions 

only apply. Under uonnal condition!', howcYer, the di~ l ucaliun of trade n.ud 

the heayy expense which u. syste mat.ic ami really thuronglt in ~per:t in u of nil 

''cssols wonld iilYolve, reudcr its maintenance nudcsimblc if 110 t imprndit:n hlo. 

3.--Arwthcr imiJOrtant sugges tion l.Jrought to the nolit•c of tile Ge11eral 

Committee is to the effect that, owing to the s teall.v increa~e of touuagc in 

this port, it is becoming uecessal')' for the H ealth Oftiecr to g i ,.c uudi \'itlcrl 

uttcntion to hi8 shipping dntie~, nllll, wit!.on r ca~ting any reflec tion 0 11 the 

present iucmnbent., it wonltl l.Jc desirable, when the po::< t fa ll ~ Yacan t, tha.t 

the next occnpnut ~honld not eng age in private practice. It woultl llJenn 

wbile facilitate matters if, without additional clmrgc to th e Go\·crmuent., Dr. 

J oHDAN's assis tant were appointed Deputy H eal th Ofiicer with powt:r t.o 

:;ign documeuts in hi::; senior'~ absence ou other hn~iue,;~, or on account of 

:sickue:;::;,-I have, &c., 

R. CIIATTEHTON \YJLCOX, :o:;cen:tary. 

To Honourable J . H. STJ::WART LOCK liAtn, Colonial Scerctary. 

Hongkong, 3rd July, 1897. 
Sir,- Having ueen ,\skcd uy the Geucral Committee of the Chamber 

of Commerce to cousidet· and express om· joint opinion regarding th~ 
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proposal of the Govermuent to enforce ml·Jical inspection of all ''esscls 

entering the w<\ters of t he Colony, we now beg to snhmit om· report. 

Th e ch ief object of the proposed inspection , we understand, is to 

prevent the importation of cli,;cuse into the Colony, but we submit t hat. 

H onglw ng is so p eculiarly s it uateLl ';;cogmphi c<~lly t hn.t the c:ffcctu;\l 

attainment of such oli ject is ulterly impract icable. 
An imagiu:.wy l ine Jrn.wn across each cud of t he Harbour might provide 

fol' t he inspection of a por t ion of the passeugers arrivi ng iu the Colony , 

but in order to be effcetive we n.rc of opinion tt regular cordon would bo 

requiretl round the isla.nd n.nJ prnvisiou made fo r inspection at Stanley , 

Auerclecu , and tbe other places where it is possible for passengers to la nd, 

in adJit ion to which some systeu1 would have to be devised fo r inspecting 

persons crossing the K owloon honl er from Ch inese into B ritish tenitory. 

The m:tgnitudc of tbe staff necessary for such an in spection a nd the 

consequent expense to t.bo Coh>ny will, we think, be n.ppareut., but even with 

such p rotective mea.sm es we a.re not satisfied that t he object aimed a t would 

be attained, for the reason t hn.t pttssengers arriving from such atljacent 

points as S watow, Canton, Macao, Kowloon, &c. might have plag ue au<l 

other dise01~c germs i u their syste ms lh)t in a sufficien tly advanced stage to 

be observell at time of examination, but liaule to develop in our m ids t, 

p erha.ps within 11 Jay or two after being· passed as bealtby. 

As regards tbe effect the proposed regulations woulJ h twe on t he t m<lc 

of t he Colony, we are of opi nion tba t tbey will inevitably tend to d ive rt 

from Hou gkong the tmdc iu p;~.ssengers to ltnd f rom the Stmits, B a ngkok , 

Saigon , and the nmueruus points wi.Jich j unks ply, ancl t h:tt vessels conveying 

passengers from such port:; to Swatow, Amoy, Ct~uton, &c., wh ich now call 

at Hongl,ou~, would certainly flllu it to t heir advantage to proceed to t bosc 

por ts direct., t o t he serious detriment to the sh ippin g :lend gencml t mde of 

the Colvuy.- \ .Ye a.re, &c., 
J . H. L EWI S. 

C. ·w. l~ICHARl.lS. 

E. S. W H E A LLJm. 

,J. G o oSMANN. 

W. PoATE. 

A. M. :MusHALL. 

To R. Cha.lter lon \ Vilcox, E sq., Secret.a ry, Chamber of Commer ce. 
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Ho~G KOX < : UI::X£ l ~A L On.UJU£ 1~ oF CO)D l £UC E, 

l iOXGKO:\ (}, 9th ;Tuly, 1897. 

D :-:A" Sll:,-- 1 h:we m•t I I · k . , c 1 p ea:Hn·e 111 ac ·nowlmlging receip t of yvur 

!!'t ter of the 3nl Ht:;t.au t , forwanlitw the l'"[lOrt of t ltc ' 'o ·· t f . . o · u v mtn '• ee ot·met! to 
t'Oil~lller the propnsa l of t l.tc G overnmcut for t he me<l ical iu ~pectiou vi' al l 

vc:;sels entering t l.t e port of llougkong . 

I am dircctml by Ill v Committee to coiL vey to tl 0 "' · 1 C · . • · ' opecta onum t tee 
the1r thank:> for the rea<ly respon,;e ma· le to the rc< J HC~t for their a:;si:;tan<.:e 

ant! t heir appreciation of tho lut:id :wtl v·Lht·1bl" rcpo1·t scttt · D 1_. ' • • V llJ.-- . c te\'C 

me, &c., 

lt. C H ATTBR"l ' O :"' \\'l L ._, · COX , Secretary. 

A . 1\1. M AHSII ALL, Esq., Honorary tiet:re ta ry , 

Special Committee. 

lr 
Quarantine and Inspection. 

r\o. 80(i. CoLONIAL ~~ £CitETAit Y' s O t·Tlf~E, 

. . . Hoxmwxc;, 20th .May, 1897. 
, S m,-I am tlu·ccted to t mu~tui t , for tlJC iuformat.iou of the ChamlJCr of 

Cvnunc.rec, t lto euclosctl cut•Y of :L telegram w hi eh has Lceu rccci ,·et! from 

Her lln i:wuic M:~jc:;t.y's Consul at B:tn"kuk.-1 l.t· · & o ,l\C, c., 

I H STEW .A PT T 0 " . . • · · • ~ ._, v h. IIART, Culuuial Secrctnry. 

The :;ccrcta ry, CHA)i.J.>E l~ 01' co~DIE !tCE. 

TELEO UA~I. 

( ll. B . i1l.'s Consul, llcmglwk, to Colonial Secretary , Jiongkong.) 

20th May, 1897. 
Ships f;·om Hong kong mnst s top K ohplmi a m] Pakunm fur medica l 

inspection. 
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U o:o;I}KOXG G~:~EHAL Cti.UILIEtt OF Co~nn:t~cE, 

HoNGKo:-w, 24th May, 1897. 

Hm,-1 have t he honour to ncknowletlgc, with thanks, receipt of your 

le tter of the 20th iu~t:wt, cuclo:;iug copy of n telegram rcccivetl from H. B. 

:NI.'s Consul at Bangkok, auuonnciug that vc::osels arriving from H ougkong will 

have to stop at Kohphai and l'aktt :<lll for medical iu :;pcclion. --1 have, &c., 

R CHATT E HTON WlLCOX, Secretary. 

To Hon .• J. H. STEWART LoCKUART, Colonial ~ecretary. 

N o. 845. Cou.>NIAJ. ::; Ee tn:TAnY's Ot•'FICE, 

Hoxt;Ko:>~G, 28th ~by, l:i07. 

Sm,-I am directed to tmnsmif , for the information of the Chamucr of 

Couune rce, the enclosed copy of:~ notice to mariners which ha:; Lc~n publi~h ctl 
in the :) traits Sc tt.lemcnts for gcucml in fornmtion.-I have, &c , 

J. H. STEW ART LOCK HAl'{.T, Colonial ~:.:c retary. 

The Scerct:~ry, Cu.uJIIER Ol•' Co)mEncE. 

:NO. 3()4.-:l\ OTLCE TO 1\L\.IUNEltS. 

Information ha:; bccu rccci vctl fn •m the ..c\f;ting Consnl-G eueral for tlw 

:Netltcrbllll:;, that t he Government of N ctherlan:l,; lntlia lm:; eu:wtcd that all 

ve,;:;cl:; aniving in N cthcrln.ud:; India from or having touched at ~wa~ow, 

i\Iacao, Formosa, llomL:\j' antl Knrnwhci.) will have to undergo niue days' 

quarantine from the date of departure f rom the nbovc-mentioned port~ ot· 

from the last cn.:;e of tliscase on bon.r,l. 
.Also, that the import of Lnttcr, provi,;ions, rag~, unmanufactllr~::tl wool, 

hair, hides and furs from the foremeutioued port s is temporarily prohibited. 

A. H . lloLuERO, R.N., Acting Mas ter A t tentlant, ::;.:;. 

Mas ter Attctulan t's Office, l;inga.pore, 14th May, 189i. 

llo~GG:O~G G~:~ERAL CtLUlllEtt o~· Co)umucE, 

Ho:-~GKOXG, 3 1st May, 1897. 

f:im,-1 beg leave to aekuowlcdge receipt , with thanks, of your le tter 

of tile 28th instant tmnsmittiug copy of a notice is:metl by the l;t.mits ::iettlc· 

ment!l Government with reference to the <inn ran tiuc imposed iu the port~ of 

N etherlands India on vessel:> 111Ti viug from or h:wiug tonche<l at Swatow, 

Macao, Formosa, Boml.my aml Kurmehee,-1 have, &c , 
It. CliATTEHTON WILCOX, Secre tary. 

To H on. J . H. STEWART L OL:KUAUT, Colonitll ~ecretary. 
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No. 872. CoLONIAL SECRETARY's 0Ft'ICE 
' 

. HO:\'IHWNG, 2nd .Tnne, 1897. 
SIR,-1 <.tm tltrectc<l t.o ti·ansiuit to you, for the informatiott of tl Cl 

b . f C • lC lf\nl· 

et o , , ommerce, ~he ~nclosed copy of a telegram which has been recei vet! 

to-day ftom H er Bntann iC Mttjesty 's Consul-Gcner,al ~. t 

& 
.. Shanghni.-I have, 

c., 

J. G. T. BUCKLE, P· Colonial Secretnrv. 

T he Serrotnry, CnB IHF. R OF co~DIERCE . · 

TF.r.EGRA)f. 

H. B. M.'s Consid-Gener(t.l, St. 11 • rr t ' umg l(ll , to vo on.ird Ser.1·etrr,ry, Jlnnghon.g. 

Fot·mosttn port.!'\, Amo~·, 11acno dec:lnretl infcctetl. 

1896 in force. 

2nd .Tune, 18Hi. 

1-inni t.:ny R ognlntions 

No. 92.-J. Cor.oNrAL SECRJ~TARY's OFFICE, 

. HoNGKO:s-G, 9th June, 1897. 
Sm,-I am dt J'cctetl to trn.nsmit, for the iuform·l tiott of tl Cl I f C ' IC ll\.lll )Cl' o 

ommer·ce, the encl.osctl copy of ~~ teleO'ratn whicl I '· . • "' ' • l Jas ucen recetved from 
ITer MnJcsty's Charge d'Affnit·cs at Tokio.-l hn,·c &c ) ,., 

, .J. H. STEW ART LOCKHA R.T, Colonial Seeretm·y • 
The Secretary, CnAMII~~R OI·' Co)nmn c B. 

T~:LEGRA)I . 

H. H. llf.'s Cllfll'[!e rl'Afj'nirn at T oltio, to (' 1·r • Ot•crnm·, w ng!1o11g. 

. . Hlh .Jnne, 1897 
MeJtral inspection enforce,! from June '"'tl · • mo~n S . t . t, agntnf't ve~scls from F or-

. ' • hnnghal, and other ChincRc port.s to t.he Ronlh. 

HoxGKONG GENERAL CHAMBER. OF Commnc~:, 

H o!'iGKONG, 11 th J une, 1897. 
Sm -I herr len.ve t I I I 

1 
' "' o ne 'now e< ge the receip t of vour letters (Nos 8 '"' 2 

nn, 925) of the 9i)1] nn1J 9 . · . • · · , . 
- ' . th tn stn.nt re"pech >ely, t.ransmilti ng copies of tcle-
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. l f FI B M 's Consn\-Gcncrnl n.t Shanghai and U. B. M.'s 

.,.rams rece1 veL rom · • · t A moy ., . . the first tuo.t Formoso.n por ~. ' 
C'· ' u' Atiaires Tokyo, n.unonnclllg, ' ' · 
.un.rgc ' l lly thn.t medical inspectiOn 

1 l b n tleclareu infecte•l, am S3com ' . 
n.ntl :Mncn.o 1n1. eo ' t . ~t vessels '\rrivin"' from 
. . f . u . Jn.pn.n from the 7t.h inst.n.n . ngn.m. . . . . , o 
IS bemg en Ol cc tn • , , , I l I ' ve &c 
Formosa, Shnuglmi, and Chinese ports to the Sont 1.- l.t , ., 

H.. CHATTERTON WILCOX, Secretary. 

II J I I STi'WA nT L OC Ji:llAR1', Colonhtl Secrctn.ry. 
· on. . · • · 

No. l S35. 

--
Cor.oxtAI. SECRF.TARY's Ot•'FICE, 

liONOKONG, 24t.h Augnst, 1897. 

t.o t.l., .. ,,~.-·ll1i t, for the in formn.t.iou of t.he Cho.mher of 
n I n.m uirccte•l • f ;::. tn,- I. I I ". uecn received rom 

I .1 of (1. tc\e"!'ll.lll W llC I \.,S . 
Commerce, the e nc oseu copy o 

H er 'Majesty's Consul nt Bangkok.-! have, &•~., 

I
I. STEW ART LOCKUAltT, Colonin,\ Sccrct:uy. 

.T. 

Tl <' etnry CH \\IIWP. OF Clnnmnc~:. 
10 ;"'1001' .. ' • . ' 

TEI.EGH-A)f, 

F?·om H. H. 111.' s 
Consul , Rangltolt, to (;ol'l'1'1101', Jlonglwng. 

231'11 Angust, 1897. 

. A ' l F ormostt forbidden to \n.ml Chine~e 
l'.nhonic pln.gne ships from mO) n.nc . . • ' t •tt Pl~knnm 

c• I. mmi!!_ rnnt ships from all ol her pm t R to "n.l • 
immigrants in ;:!in m; . , 

for prn.tiqne. 

--
r•.. 'l ('u.umr:n OF Co:-.nmncr., 

I-To)!GKO':\G \.xr.NElb • -· · 

IIoxc:Ko:-;G, 27th Angnst., 189i. 

1 
. ,. t of yonr letter (No. 1335) of the 

~ -I boo- to acknowlctgc Jccup . 
• _lR, o f I . Cl ul er copy of n. 
. . , 'ttincr for the infonnn.tion o t tiS In.J , , 

24th !llstnnt \lllll>;li1L "'' · 1 t . 1 from 

f II B i\tl ' :-; Consul n.t Hn.ngkok, nnnouncmg t 1:1. 'Cl'SC' s 
tc\e<Yr:J.m rom · · ~ ' · · S · I 

o 1 F '111<lS" !ti'C forbi,\•len to hmtl Chinese immigrn.nts Ill •- tn.m.-
Amoy a th • 0 1 " · 

ba1.·c, &c., 
H. C HATTERTON WILCO X, Se<'rctnry. 

'I ' I IT J If ST:F:WAR1' L ocKITAit1', Colonial Recretn.ry. 
0 t IC :1011. • • ' 
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Illegal Monopolies in Kwangsi. 

. H oNGKONG, 16th July, 1897. 

Sm,-We herewith beg to dmw the n.ttention of the Chn.mhor to a 

notice which the Chi~£ Direct or of L ekin Offices of the province of Kwo.ngsi 

has issued conjoint.Jy with the Treasurer, J udge, and Sa.lt Commissiouet' of 

the same prvvince in the course of t he 4th month of tbe Clll'l'&nt Chinese 

year, granting t on. Chinese mercha nt LEUNG KuANG Yu,\.N anrl otb(•I'S the 

privilege of the inqlOt·tation of matches and lre1·oseue oil into the province 

of K wangsi on the following terms:-

1.- The collection of the Cho L ekin tax ou all matches :tncl kerosene 

oil illlported into t he province of K wangsi is farmed out to the 

said L EUNG K uANG YuAN for a period of 12 ye<U'S against the yearly 

po.yment of a s um of $10,000 t o the Gove mmen t of Wucbau. 

2.-.A. Company with a. co.pital of $300,000 is to be f•n·med by the 

farmer to pnrchase l.:erosene oil and matches from foreign merchil.nts 

for importation into the province. 'l'heae goods shall be marked 

with the Company's t rade mnrk nnd o.re to be exempt from any 

other charges whatevet·, except t.hc customary import duty of [j 

per cent-. ad valo?·ern levied by the Chinese I mperial MMitime 

CustomR. 

3.- All othe t· merchants who desire to import matches ot· kerosene oil 

into any dist-rict belonging to t-he province of Kwangsi shall have 

to pay to the said f<trmer or to his Company n. t.n.x of 30 centR for 

every two tons of kero11ene oil, and $2 for every box of matches. 

4.-After the payment of th is ta.x the Compa.ny's tt·u.de ma.rk \Vill be 

affixed to the goods a nd they will then be exempt from any otht'L' 

tnxat.ion. 

5.-The right. is gmuted t o the farmet· ot· his Compa.ny to confiscate 

any matdtes or kerosene oil itnported into t he pt'•) l'ince of K'vangsi 

on which the f,>remenLioned taxes have not been pa.id hy the owner, 

and which do uot beat· the trade mark of the Company. 

The above 11.re the pt·iucipal points of this notice of which wo enclose 

a copy, and we vcntm e to hope that your Committee will considot· tho 

procedure of the ProYincial .A.nthorities of K wa.ngsi nn•l protest against 

the same at t he proper qna.t•tor, 
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The noti~e issne,l consists of a renewecl violn.tion against the treaties. 

It is highly cletrimcnt;tl t.o t.he free development of trade on the v:est River, 

n.nd grants admnta~es to a. privileged commercial society wlnch nlroCist 

am~unt. to a monopoly. 
The action of. these authorit ies is inconsi:;tent with their proclama tion 

issued last J an 1uwy, granting t he general use of transit passes in the 

province of Kwangsi. The op0uing ofthe W est River to foreign trade and 

the tr•tnsit pass questinu have only been settled for a short period and after 

n. long n.nd desperate strnggle, in which your Chamber took such a prominent 

jl:t.rt, and we trust that your Commitll'e will nse strong p;·essure to pre~ent 
Chinese provincial authorities ft·om impairing the adn1.nta.ges obtained aft.et· 

snch large lli fficulties. - W e have, &c., 
pp. ARN HOLD. KARBERG & C'o. , 

E. GOETZ. 

R CHATTERTON Wu.cox, E sq., Secretary, 
H ongkong Chamller of Comm erce. 

LEKIN TAX NOTICE . 

The Chief Dir; ctor of the T ... ekin Office of the Pt·ovince of K wangsi, t-h~ 
Provincial Trcasuret·, the P rovincial Judge, and the Sn.l t Commissioner 

lmvc. j ointly issueJ '" notice to the effect as follows :-

This is to notify that a despatch h:t.s uoen received t't•om Tsu P ING-MAN, 

p
1
·cfcct of Wuchow, and TAM KwoK-YAN, expect.n.n t P refect, and Directo1· 

of the Chief Le kin Station, st 1~ting that a merchn.ut named LEUNG KwoNG-UN 

;\ntl others h:t.ve farmed out the Cl10 Lekin Tax- i.e. , reb\ined dnty-levicrl 

on nmtches and kerosene oil imported into the whole Province of K wn.ngsi. 

'rhe f:1.rme1· is to pay to the GovGrnment of ·wuchow ~10,000 pet· annum, 

which is to be paid at folll' instalments accordin g to the foUl' seasons. · The 

f<\l'mer is to be excepted f t·om all other charges whatevor f t·om the 

Govemment. 'l'he farmer will found a Company with n. capital of $300,000 

to purchase kerosene oil and matches f rom fvreign countries and import 

them into the Province of Kwangsi. 'With tho except ion of the import 

duty of five per cent. acl vctl01·ent levied by the Custom H ouse, he is free 

f rom all the local t.axes and leldn t A.xes when the said articles are imported 

uy him into any distt·ict or prefecture of the Province of K wangsi. If the 
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officers in cl.Hu·ge of all the l~kin :!lations of K wangsi hM~ pt·ovetl that the 

s~id articles imported bear genuine t t·a.de llla rks of the sa id Company, they 

w1U let the goods pass without fur ther charge of likin duty. 

The saiu a rt icles are to be imported by the farme1· into all the !Jlaces 

belonging t o Kwaugsi for sale at low prices for the convenience of the 

people. Any other merchants, who want to import tmttches ttnu kerosene 

oil into any district belonging to the Province of K W<tngsi, a re to p:t.y to 

the farmer thirty cents n.s Uho lekiu t;tx for every two t.ins of ke1·oseue oil , 

according to the mles of CHAP YIK-TONG, fttrmet· of Oho lekin tax iu the 

Province of K waugtuu g, and two dollars for every box of matches accordiu•' 
0 

to the rule of the Custom H ouse of K 'vangtnug. The farmot· will :;ivc to 
the met·cb;\nt a receipt and tmde marks on receiving tlw Cbo lu);i11 tax. 

Matches and kerosene oil will bear the same trade mark. 

If matches and ket·osene oil beat· no trade marks of the fa.nllor thcv 

are said to Le smuggled. Any person is allowed to seize the smugglc~l 
goods and tal{e them to the farmer. 'l'he smuggleol goolls are to l1c 

confiscated. Seveuty per cent. of the proceeds of the sale of t-he smu~glcu 

goods is to be awm·ded to the person who seizes it and thirty per cent. to 

defray the publ ic expenses of the local district. As to show justice the 

fa rill er will accept nothing of the proceeds of the sale of the smuggled gooLls. 

'l'he saitl Company is to be established after the regultttions of CHAP YIK

'roNG, Cho leld n tn.x far mer in Kwangtung, for a term of twelve yearf! . 

After the term has expired, anangements will ue ml\de. The farmer ha:! 

sent in the regulations which they beg to inform the local officers of all the 

dist ricts o f K wo.ngsi. T hey further beg to appoint officers to look after 

the affairs of sm uggling and if persons ev<t•lc the lekiu taxes on the aforesaid 

art icles, they will be Lrought before thc local officers to be S()Yerely {iealt 

with. As the prefe~t of Wuchow has taken this thing in to considera tion 

and repor ted to the Lekiu Office aml it has met wit.h the approval of the 

Governor ; we therefor e issue t his join t noti fi c,\Lion. You, people, m ul!t 

~mJerstand t hat the sai•l Company is to pay to the Government 810,000 

per annum to farm out the lekin duties levied on imported matches anll 

ket·osene oil f rom foreign countries to be imported into all the clistricts of 

Kwa.11gsi fot· sale. 'l'be t\fore:!aid articles bear ing the t rl\de m!\rk of the 

said Company pass every banie1· without further payment of auy lekin tax. 

If other people wan t to import matches and kerosene oil into t-he 

Province of K wangsi, they are to pay to the fa rmer th irty cents for eYei'Y 
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t wo t.ius of kerosene oil an.:l two dollars fo r every box of ma tches as t he 

le kin tax, and the Company is to give t hem receipts and t rade nmrl;s before 

thev can import them into the interior for sale. If the aforesaid articles 

b<.>~r 110 trade mar lis of the farmer, they u.re said to be smuggled goods. 

'l'he farmer is allowed to bring the offend ers before the local officers fot• 

})tmislnnent. The farmer is not allowed to exercise his power as to impose 

any tax other than the said Cuo leldu tax. Obey this fourth moon's 

uotification. 

H oNGKONG GENERAL CHAMBER o F C o MMERCI!:, 

H oNGK ONG, 20th July, 1897. 

Sm,- 'l'he attention of th is Cbam ber has been directed to a notice issued 

by the Provincial Authorit ies of K wangsi aunounciug t he conre~s~ou to •~ 
Chinese merchant (one T1E UNG Kw.ANG Y AN ) and others t he pn v1lege of 

import.ino ma tch es an<l kerosene oil in to t he a bove-munell prov ince for a. 

period of"'twelve ye•u·s on ter ms which com;titute it. a virtual m onopoly and 

rendet• the transit pass privilege to a la.rge extent u seless, while it cauuot 

fai l to severely ha.Ulper fqreig u trade on the " 'est l~iver. 
The notice, issued iu the cotm ;e of the fourth Ch inese moon, has 

J ou btless ere t.his come to your knowledge, and you will , probably, have 

protes ted against t his fr !.'sh viohttion of t he treaties. 
My Committ.ee p ropose addressing Sir CLAUDE MAcDONALD on the 

suuject , proba.uly by wi re, b ut before lloing- so tlley woulJ Le glad to have 

your op inion on t ile Ci\Se. W ill you kiutlly favour the Chamber wit~ .an 
early reply, since, if tlction is to Le t.ake n, the Commit tee a re t) f opuu on 

that, uo t iUle should he lost ?- I have, &c., 

R. C HAT'l'ERTON WILCOX, Sect·eta.ry . 

B n wN 13It ENAN, Es·h C. i\I.G., 1-I.B.M.'s Consul, c .mtou. 

H. B. M.'s C o NSUL.A'rE, 

CANTON, 2 1st J uly, 18!:17. 

Sn:,- I Leg to admowledge the receipt of your let te1· of yesterday on 

t,Le subject of the new ta.x on kerose ne and match es in th e proviuce of 

}{ wangsi. A Chinese syudicate fa rms the tax al}d pays for the privilege 

810,000 a y(;(l.r . 
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As you poiuL tlut, tile ter ms of t he cuuce~sion vir tually gin1 tLo 

syml icate a mouopoly of the trade in tL!.'se a rticles <tnd to t his e:d!.'nt it is 

undoubtedly a violat ion of the t reat ies. llut apar t from th is, t he tax itself is 

illegal : it is called a "tlestiua l.ion" or "te rminal " t ax, t.ut it is in reali t.y a.u 
additiohnl import duty, nnd the in ten t ion is tha.t it should be collected f rom 

Chinese importers as soon as th t~ oil is broug ht into the proviuce, wh n.t evc t· 

i ts ult ima te dest in at ion may be. 

No Ch inese, of COLH·se, will venture to protect tbei t· o.il ot· tu ;~tcLcs by 

taking out transit passes; and it is doubtful whethN· foreign merchauts 

will attempt to use trn.nsit passes, because t he only effect of d oin g so would 

Le that t he oil migh t escape the pay ment of the btx wh ile on t he journey, 

Lut the tax would n ever theless be exacted from the Chinese ptn chltser a::! 

so m .as it passed into Chinese ha.nds. Chinese would-be pmchascrs are so 

firmly COll.ViuceJ Of th is tha t t.hey tLr e deter red from entering intO COntmcts 

to buy oil on these condit ions, and t he t hrea.t conta ined in the procla.mn.tiou 

that uublJellell oil will be c:Jufiscat.ed will probably never be put to a test 

for the simple reason t h:Lt no Chin!.'se will be fo und bold enough to mak~ 

the experimen t. 'l'he Chinese dealer knows from sad experience that con

fiscat ion aud pu nish ment are sure to follow ; <tuJ t lmt eventual rcpamtiou 

is extremely doubtful, so he wisely keeps to t h e safe s ide. 

I ha ve brought t his matter to the notice of H er M.lj esty's Minister, 

so that., shoultl your Chambe r deem i t necessMy to a.ddresa h im on Lhe 

subject, yom communicat ion will find His E xcellency fully posted. A~> 11 

question of tact ics I would venture to doulJt. t he expediency of attacking 

the procedure in K wangsi whe n the same th ing on a much la1·get· seal~ is 

going on in Kwangt;.mg. A simib r t<LX is f<trmell by a syndicate in this 

vrovioce; :~nd withi n the tr~J;Lty port of C:\utou it.self, where, according to 

the ta riff ke rosene should reach the consume t· after paying a. duty of about 

nine c<:uts p er case, a further tax of 30 cents is imposed, and has been im

posed for ycara, without any com plai nt having been made from tUlJ quu.rter. 

I judge from conrersat.ions I ha.ve Lad with the Canton officials t hat 

t he Governo t· of K wangsi is likely to withdraw the privileges gTautetl to 

t he syndicate ; in ft~et,, I hn.ve to-day received posit ire a~surances on this 

subject . As soon as t he· notice cancell ing t he privilege is publicly pro.· 

d airnell, I shall again commuu icate with you.-- I am, &c., 

BYlW N BREN AN, Consul. 
The Chail'man, HoNGKON G GENJ.UtA L CHAMBER OF C o MMERCE. 
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H oNGKONG G ENER AL CHAMB~R Ol!' CoMMEt~cE, 

H oNGKONG, 23rd July, 1897. 

Sm,- I haNe muL:h pleasure in ack nowl t:Uging receipt of your lelter of 

the 21st iusln.n t on the subje<:t oft be new im post on kerosene and matches 

in the province of Kwangsi, and ueg to tt:uder you the cordial thanks of 

this Chamber f or the light you have thrown on the qucation , t he unstinted 

trouble taken, and for the promptitude of your reply. 

From the information so freely laid before the Chamber, I gather that 

tl1e Governor of K wangsi is on t he point of withdrawing the pr iv il tlges 

coucellcd to the syudicate, and it woul<'l t herefore seem superfluous for th is 

Chtlmber to ta ke up the q '1estiou :~.t the momeut inasmuch as the remedy 

for the grievance has heen already applied by the responsible aut.horities. 

The Committee cannot doubt that t he share you have hall in bringing tho 

question to the attcution of H <:l' :ll'I n.jesty ':; Miuistct· at P eking and his 

representat ions thereon have powerfully cout ributetl to com pl\SS thl~t end, 

aull f (•l' which sonice the thanks of those iutere:s tetl are <1ne. 

With rcfe1·encc to your remarks contrasting the presen t opposit ion 

to this illegallel, iu farm er ected iu K wangsi with the apparent apa thy dis

pl<tyed iu comHlctiou with tho farm ing of simihw taxes on a much la rger 

:scale i n Kwangtu n ~, I th ink it shoullluot be overlookoil that whereas th•l 

Kwaugsi farm aims ut !t monopoly of tbe whole tntde in the a r t icl es farmetl 

the f<trlll in K "mngt ung is established merely fol' the collection of the lekiu 

aml bxes without interference with the trade such as is desi~ned by the 

K wanglii syudic.:tte. I 1night further point out t hat wheu the ·Kwangtun~ 
f;Hm was inaugura.ted there were mauy equn.lly, and some even more, 

pressing questions (such as, for instance, the t ransit pass q uestion) which 

a.t t ha t time it was a pparently impossible for :E'oreign Govem ments tu 

enfor ce, and it is therefore less !'Urprisiug that t h is particular br e!tCh of 

treaty rights was not then urough t p rominently into uotice. 

'l'hc foreign trade in China generally has dccidecl cause for congm t.u

ln.tion in the watchful and energetic attitude now adopted by its preaenl. 

consula r and diplomatic representatives.- ! have, &c., 

R. M. GRAY, Chait·mau. 

BYRON BRENA.N, Esq., c.M.o., H. B . M.'s Consul, Ca.nt.on. 

-~~~~~-----------------------------------------JI.. ,_ 
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H. B. M.'s CoNBUL.\.TE , 

CANTON, 26th Jnly, 1897, 

• ·Sm,~Refel'l'i ng t~ my letter of the 21st instant on t.be subject of a 
kerosene otl monopoly m the province of K waugsi I be,. t · f . • , o 1n orm yon 
that.~ have recetved a despatch f rom the Viceroy here, stating that the 

sy ndtcate entrusted with t.he collection of the tax 011 oil nnd m"tcl e ,_ 1 • " 1 s uas 
)een mstructecl to suspend operations.- ! nm, &c., 

BYRON BRENAN, Consnl. 

Tho Chairmn.n, H o N GKONG G~iNER.H, CHA!II DER. oF CoMMERCE, 

Hongkong. 

H oNGKONG, 29th ,July, 189/. 

8m,-Wo hc1·ewith beg t.o tender onr best r.hanks to ,ronr Commit.teo 

for t.he p rompt n.ction theY IJnvc tnken i n the Kwnngsi r.ekin question Ullll 

n.re very plensed to ~ee thnt the Viceroy of the P rovince hn.s issne<l a notifica

tion request ing the Chinese synd iente to suspend nn,v fnrther opemtions.

\Ve nre, &c., 

All.NHOLD, KAn BERG & Co. 

R. C nAT T 1'.RTON' Wn.cox, E~<q. , Secretary, Hongkon~t Chamber of Commerce. 

ITosGK ONG G F.NERAJ. C1u:\llmr:. oF Co)DfEr:.CE, 

H ONGKONG, 29th ,Ju ly, 1897. 

D~:A u S1ns,-I hl'g lenve to u~;kuowletlge receipt of your Iet.t r:r of this 

dnre tentlcl·ing yom hes t thnnks to my Committee for the prompt. ac! ion tnken 

by them in the matter of the Kwangsi Lekin Fa.rm on Kerosene and Oil nud 

expressi.ug yonr satisfaction at the issue . of a noti fi cation by the Vi;cro.\' 

snspcntl 111g furt her opern.tion hy the Rn id F arm. 

Your let tc1· will he placed before the Commit tee withont deln.,\·,-1 :un, 
&c., 

R CHATT~f>'I'ON· \VIT CO r, " · - : X, Secrotnr,\'. 

Mc;;srs. Ammor.n, KAnn ERG & Co. 
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I-I oNGKOlW GENEI~AL CHA~IIlER oF Co:uMEnoE, 

H ONGKONr., 23nl Angnst, 189i. 

Sm,-1 take this opportnuity to again :ul,\ress you npon the subject of 

the f:l.rming ont of L ckin tnxn.tion by the Chine>'e A u thorities. In yonr 

f:wonr of the 2\ ~t ultimo yon pointed ont t,hat the Kerosene L ekin Farm in 

K wangtnng was eqn:tlly contnll'y to treaty as the one in Kwnngsi which 

h:ts just been suspended, hnt this COittention I <lid not admit in my repl y 

,}a tell the 231'11 ultimo, when I e xplained tha t I was under the imp1·ession t hnt 

t.he farm io Kwn.ng tung was nr\ministercd by persons not engaged in tho 

trn•le in qnestion-an impression conveyed to me hy vnrions importers in

teres ted in the kerosene tra~le here. Sin ce then, however, doubt has been 

thrown upon this Yiew, am], whichever bo correet , the illeg:liity of the farm, 

as n farm, remn.ins undisputed. Wit.h reganl to the fact that at its es tablish

ment the fnrm in IC wnngtnng was not made the suhject of any protest m· formal 

compla int, I hn.ve only to rllpen.t that n.t. that time othe1· importaut qnelltions 

occupie,[ the M tent-ion of the Chamber without mnch pro~pect of early rcctificn

tion. Now, bowe ver, a time appears to have arrived when this infri ngement 

of tre:.~t.y rights m:ty receive retlress, an ,\ the Committee of t.his Chnmbt>r 

propose to take up the question, but they desi1·e me to seek your further 

va.lnnule advice before addre~Ring I-I. B. M.'s Mini:> ter nt Peking on the snhject. 

The fir,:; t tlcbn.tea.ble point is whether it would he ntl\"i sn.b le to tnke up 

this Kerosene Fl\l'm as :t tes t case, or to make a. general demand tha.t all 

f;\rms for the collection of lekin should only be a<lmill is t.ere.l by offiein.l;;, 

a nrl t hat th e tax it self ~; honl<l only be collect.etl at the place of tlos tinn.t.ion, 

with the object of ab0IL;hing a ll barriers to unrestr icte1l trade in any art ides 

of foreig n origin. 

Yo111· in timate knowlcJge of the subject r<•nder:> it superfluous for me to 

enlarge upon the mannf:!r in which t he tn.x i~ collected at present., or, inrleed, 

to go into a ny deta ils ueyoud poin ring out t.hn.t whatever lo-ti tn.x may be 

e nforced nt the de:>tiunt ion of the import it should only be nlloweJ when 

puhlic notific:~tiou ha1l been linly g il'en through the Consulate that such a 

l!tx oxist eu in that pnrt.icul:w p lace . 

:My Commit.tce will e.>l eem it 1t favour if yon will give your opinion ns t.o 

the mo,:f. nd ds:~hlc way of handling t h is important qnest.ion.-1 have, &c., 

R. l\L G nA Y, Chnirmau. 

nn:o~ BHEXA~, E~q. , c.~Lil., H. 1:. M.'s Consnl, Canton. 

. 
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No. 124. 

H. H. l\f.'s Coxsur.A TF. 
' 

CANTO:.', 26th Anrrus t 189 .. 1 
S I 0 ' • 

• u~,- beg t.o acknowledge the receipt of j'Oil r letter of ti11l •>3 1 · t · · ~ - re Ins ant 
on the Silbjoct. of the taxntiott of fo•·ei,gn goods in t.hc Canton province. 

At. the ont!let I must say that I do not think tt1•1t \VC ca11 tok tl . . . · ' . ... e up 1e 
pos1t10n tl1n t the collect.ion of taxes nnder n svstem of f n 1·n11'11rr · , • 1 · 

J " 0 l:s n YIO atwn 
of the t1-enty. That it i:; a wns tefnl mnnner of collec tirw revenue is lliH\o 1 t 1 
b . c . . . "' 11) el' 
~It 111 (llltn 1t •s p~rbaps less was teful than entrus ting the collection to 

lhs~IOnest qfficia!~. \Vhc\1 the farn1ers seek to con \'ert their prh·ileges inf.o n 

moQ~poly-n.s :~ syndicate in Kwnngsi Iat.ely nttempted to do-or to impose 

n t~x before 1t 1s dn~, or to pennlise merchandise con,•ey~tl nnder t rans it. pM.i 

as tho kei·osene tnx-f11rmcrs recently did in Kw:mg tnn!!, tl
1
e11 1 

groqntl for complAint. 
~· we uwe good 

As I b;we nlre1Hiy informed you, the Kwnngsi monopoly has been 

snpprcssctl, and for t he preseut the lehin tax is being collected in tbe old 

wny. In the Kwnngtnng province a certain association cal\e\1 the C hi Yi 

Tang pnys Tf\cls 180,000 a year fvr the privilege of levying 30 cents a cn~e 
ou nil oil des tined for. the three prefectures of Kwnua Chotl F 1 II · Cl L' 

· o 1 , 111 10:1 £ n, 
und Shno Ch'ipg F u. In connnection with this farm tl~e Ca nton Central 

L ekin Oflico some time ago issued a proclnmntion notifying the public that 

~11 oil mnst pay tltis tso-li, or des tination duty, a t Cantoa, and tlmt sbonhl 

!lilY oil be fount! in the in terior that hatl not previous ly pairl the tax at 

Ca ntou, application wonhl be made to recover it where ver the oil miorht bo 

found. This meaut tha t oil going into the int.er ior under tmnsit pa~s 
0

wonld 

have been wn.tche!l to its destination, n.nd that on arrival there i t would have 

bee11 made to pay, under the name of tso-li, a tax from whic h other oil 

woullllJnvc been exempt nt the same destina tion seeina t!J ·t' 1·1 it ·' 1 1 . , ., • o au a rea< ,. 
paid the tax nt C1Lnton. • 

I brought the illegality of t Lis proceed ing to the notice of the V icerov, 

nnd bo has since ins trncted the Centrnl L ckin Office to cauce l t't l' . 
· • · " ear 1e1· pro-

clnmntion and henceforwnnl to le.\· r on kero~"'ne o'1J after 't 1 1 1 · 
• • ~ 1 HIS reac 1et 1ts 

des tinnl io.n, and been sepn.rnteli from the pas~, only such taxes a s are payable 

Ly goods that have tdready paid lekin en rou te, am\ not to euforce payment 
befure t.he destinati011 is reached. 

. Th_us the opemtions of tbc Chi Y i Tung Aesociation, if the Viceroy'~; 
ln8trnct1ons nre obeyed, rannot uow be ~aiel to be !'pecin ll,\· dir·ef'ted aJrninst 
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transit pnss oi l ; !Jut nnlcss these arc carefully wn.tcheJ a nd occasiona lly put 

to the tes t, I fear that the associa tion will a t tempt to ca rry ont., covertly, the 

line of action they orig ina ii,Y se t ou t for themselve5. I observe thut you lay 

s tress on the des irability of ha ving the lekin tax collected by officials and 

· t.hen only at t he place of destination. There are t w·o kinds of le/tin tax : the 

one is !ev ict! in transit a mi the other at the destination. The firs t is known 

as hsing-li and the o thel' as fso-li, or loti-slwi. It is now udmitted by the 

ICwa ug tung authori ties tha t the transit pass should clear all merchandise of 

all hsi11g-li. We have not claime<l that the tmnsit pass should clear goods 

of a des tination dnt.y; indeed, \I'll ha ,·e vi rtually a tlmitted tha.t the protection 

of the t t·ansit pn3s cease:> to opernte after the goods have reached the place 

mentioned iu it; bnt we have claimed, and the claim has been admitted by 

the C hinese authorities, that snch good~ mnilt n ot be discriminated against, 

and thnt they may only be called upon to pn.y such tax es in common wi th 

othe r goo•.ls thnt have reached the locality wit.hont the protec tion of a trans it 

paS!'<. 
The result of thi ~ quasi-agreement is that the .Provincial G overumont, 

who lo5es a ll the lek irt tha.t the transit. pa~<s commute~<, a nd receives no share 

uf tho t rans it pa!5s revenue, finds it to its advant<~~e to pretend that it pos t

pone s the collection of t:txes on foreig n goo<l:> nu til these ha ve reached their 

,lcsti n:ttion, and to call all snch taxes by the ua:ne of des tinat ion tnx. In 

many place~, howe,·cr, the des tinat ion tax tloe;; uot exi:> t a s nu est 1~hlished 

and recognised levy, and i t is only in the case of snch goods as a transit 

pass ha s pl'Otect.ed from taxation en route that the levy is enforced at 

lles tinat ion. I n fact, a dormant commission for a tso·li tax officer is in the 

hands of the local anthorit.ios, allll it i:> called int o requisition only on the 

nrriYal of trans it pnss . goo,Js. The de tection of such n ruse is extreme ly 

difficult owing to the fact tha t the impor t husi nc~s of the p rov inces is wholly 

in the hamls of C hinese, who nre afraid to g i\·e evitleuce. It is by employing 

:m in t~lligen t a_gent t{) tes t the impnr t.iality of the incidence of this tso-li 

tax t hat your Clmmbcr could do g reat serv ice- t.his would involve a certain 

cxpcu sC', nntl Canton firm s are not snfficient.ly intereBted in the import trade 

to moYe in the matter. 

L ekin s tations, both for the Je ,·y of the trans it ancl the tle~tinntion tn.x, 

are crentetl to sui t t he occasion nod I ng rce with y ou that timely notice 

~honld he ~inm of t.he intention to impose anv ne \\· tnx. I a.m fnrther of 
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the opinio:t dHi t llt•iti;;h merclmn t..: arc e ntitlctl to know w'u·'t z ' · · 

~ •• .e fl tll :;t:Ltwu:;, 
uithet· in trans it ot· at des tination, arc uow iu existence, a:ttl what is the 

tariff in f01·ce at each ; for it is optioa:Ll for the British merchant to convey 

merch:uulise ei ther by pay ing :~ commn tetl trans it du ty or hy p:ty ing at each 

stMion met on the way , a uJ it is ai:M ucce:<.>ary tha t he shonltl know in 

making IL contmct wha t his cust.o:ner wi ll ln\·o t:) P'\Y aftc1• th e g t>:>.ls 1-ea ch 

his ha nds at the cull of the joumoy. I IHt\·e ar.wm
1
·>tc 1 but wit110ut 5 1 1c,~ .. t . • ~ ... ::; :os, 

to obtain such a list from the au thorit ies bu t if ,·o ·n· C lt·ttnbo1• ·, . , lit · 
1 .. .. • .... ::) h.! < 'CS:-51t to-

I-fe t• :Majesty' s Minis tot· on the snhjac t of K w:mg t.ung t.axatiou, this i ::~ ~L 
demantl His Excellency mig!tt well be urged to make on the T snng- li y a me u. 

The publication of such a tniif ·Jf " dus tilmtion " taxes wonlu sh ~>lv t lt:tt thi:< 

tso-li tax has been in,·c:ttcu to strike at foreign marcha.thlise an:l t hat nati ve 

goods arc exempt fro111 it. This tso-li tax is, in fact, n. SII)Jplemcn t:u·y tln t.1- : 

and is in no sense n, municipal Ol' local tax le,·io1l imp;utialty 0 11 all 1ll :3t·chn;t~ 
dise, bnt is a differentia l tax specially impo~c,l o11 furuign good:;, and i:; 

therefore in violation of the spirit of. the treaty . 

K ot·oscue oil has fig tHctl largely in Oltl' ba ttles with the K wu.1w tnucr 
h .. 0 0 

aut onttes, but I think it is open to question whe ther it is a commodity that 

should engage much of our attcu tion. There a rc other k ind::; of merchamli.sc 

in the iuteres ts of which tuo c uergy of B ritish officials ami merch:tn t.; micrh 
1 

be more profitably speut. - I ha ve, &c.. "' 

llYRON llUESA N, Consul. 

R. M. GuAY, E sq., 

Chairman of the H OXGKOs n G~:XEHAL C IIAlllll!:H OF ColHIEW .. a:, 

H ong kong. 

II. ll. M.'s Cox.s uL.I.n:, 

C A NTOS, 28th Angn~ t, 1 89~. 

Sm,-I beg to inform you, for th e beucfit of all who are interested in 

the trade, that some t ime ago the H ead Lckiu OIHce nt Canton issued a pro

~lnmation notify ing the public that all kero3ene oil before being forwarded 

mto the interi01· mus t pay thirty cents a case tu Ll~e tax fm·mer:> under the 

uame of "tet·miual tn.x," nud wa ruiug nll ucalm·s tlut t if any oil that had not 

paiu this tax was fonutl up eottutry , whether under t ransit p::ts :> or not, t he 

possessors w ould lJe proserutcd und matlc to pay the tux. 
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1 ca lled tile nttcution of His Bxcellcucy the Viceroy to this infi'inge

ment of the tmn~it puss regulatious, nml I h:n ·e since rcceiYcd His Ex cel

lency's assurance that tl•e L ekin Office':'! proclamatioh would be c:uicclleu, 

and that kerosene oil oouveyed into the interior nuuer transit pass would 

not ou nrri \'al at it,; Lle;; t.ination and after it was separat.ed froin the hnusit 

pas:<, be c:dleLl upon to puy :\ny tnx other than was leviable on oi l that bnd 

paid lekin en ronte.-I nm, &c., 

B YH.O:N BH.EN.A.N, Consul. 

The Chairman, Il o~WKONG GJ::NEI:A I, Cn .. nnnm o~· Co~.DIERCE, Hongkong. 

H oNGKOxG UENF.RAJ, Cu.uun;n o~· Co)IMEHcE, 

HoNGKoxG, 3ht August, 1897. 

:::im ,-1 han~ to thauk yon for your very intere~;tiug despateh of Lhc 

26th ius tan t, the conteuts (>f which have. hccu lniu lJCfore my Cemmit.tee, 

who will gi\·e this subjett their careful consideration, and I ::;hall han: the 

pleasure of nga iu mhlrcssing you upon it at an early date.- I have, &c., 

H. M. GRAY, Chairman. 

To Bnwx BuExAN, Esq., C.)I.G., H. B. ~I.'s Consul , Cnnlon. 

H oNuK oxrx G£xr:ru.L C H.UlllE lt o .r ColUIERCE, 

IJoNGKO!W, 31st August, 1897. 

~m,-1 Leg to acknowledge receipt of your despatch of the 28th iusl;~nt, 

announcing that, in consetJIIOncc of your pmtest, n. proclamation issued by the 

H ead Lek in Office in Cuuton imposing nn additional tax on kerosene had 

l•ecn cancelled by direc tion of His Excdlclll',Y the Viceroy, and my Committee 

note with much sati:;factiou the succe~~ of your efforts in protecting the tmdc 

from this attemptetl lnfriugcmcnt of Tmnsit Pas~ Regulations. 

The content:; of your despo.tch have been counintuicaleu to the local 

11 re:;s, and I ha.\·e to tha nk you for your courtes.v in tra nsmi tting this infor

mation to the C bmuhcr.--lluwe, &c., 

H. l\'1. GRAY , Chnirmnu. 

To B YlWN Bu ~::NAN , E,:q., c.)l.<;., H . B . )i.'s Consul, Canton. 

~a~._ ________________________________________________ _. 

r 
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Hox•;koxo Gr:ro:raL CHAliBER o•· CoMliERCE, 

. . H ONG KONG, 6 th Septembct·, 1897. 

Sm,-I now beg to reply in detail to yonr desp;ttch, datell 26th tiltimo, 

which I br iefly acknowledged on the 31st idem. 

My Corim tittec note t he view taken by you of tite right of the Chinese 

Go\·ernme nt to collect iheh· revenue by fanniug out prodded that the 

farmori! do not seek to convct·t their privilege into a mouopoly, or otherwise 

act to the detriment of legitimate tmdc . 

The information imparted by you in reference to the collection of 

Lekin Tnxes on K erosene in Kwnugtnng was reau with mucl.t iuterest, and 

the successful issue of yon•· efforts to defe:tt the attempt on the part of the 

Canton Lekin Ollice to levy n new or destina tion t.ax evoked sat.isfar:tion, 

nud merits our t luwk~. In t his couuection I would mention that when 

referring to Lekin on a former occa::;iou the Tso-li or T enninnl Tax was 

mea.nt, as it is clearly l:tiu Llown that the dutic::; p:t id on a tra.nt<it pass frau'k 

the good::; from :tll taxes in tran:;i: . 

That K erosene Oil sbouJ,l have assumed prominence in the discussiont; on 

the question of local taxation in the Two K waug proviuces only arises from 

the fact of t hi·$ article being t.l1e fi rst on which a case in poiut ha::; occurred, 

aml my Committee a re in accord with you in the opinion that it s iwultl 1iot 

of neccsstty be single,! out in preference to othct· kin(ls of merchandise foi· 

specia l atteutiou by tho~e intere~ted 111 ;;eoiug thi~> question placed on a 

p roper f<rotiug. 

In order to :;ccure that local taxation 111 the T wo K wang shall be 

placed on a sure aml pwper basis , it i;; propo:;cd by my Committee to adopt 

the line of tacties yon suggest, and when :Juures.>iug H . B . M.'s Ministe1• ttt 

Peking to point ont th;~t, while fully realising the utlnmtage gained by t.hc 

increased frce,lom of ti'a.le in the nbo\·e pro\.·iucc, they feel that it will be 

necessary, if what is gun.ruuteed iu theory is to be pnt iu to :ictunl pmctice, to 

have it impressed upon the Chint!se Go,·crnment that all foreign importers 

nre enti tled to know the exact taxation the ir goods arc liable to puy before 

they reach the consumer. T o ennble them to obtain this information, it is 

further essential that a ll Consu ls sl.tould be fully notified, not ouly of uny 

new tax but of all T crmiual taxes whm·esoevet· they exis t, and nlso of wha.t 

taxes are paid by me1·chandise in transit when unprotected by T rnusit Puss. 

S'hould yo11r experience ou tll is question, which you hnYc studitu so 
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thoroughly, :mgge~t to you <LHY other point in furtherance uf the objct:L the 

Chamber ha:; in view, ami which it would be advisable for my C ommittee to 

bring to the notice of Sir CLAUDE 1\lAcooNAJ.ll, I need sca,rccly say th at a11y 

further suggestion:> would receive unr fulle::;t con::;ideratiou. 

Thanking you again for the time and trouble be:;toweol by you on this 

subject,-! have, &c., 
R. M. GRAY, ChairmiLll. 

To Brrto~ BrtESAN, g :;q., c.~U<., H . B. M.'i! Con~ul, Canton. 

HosGKOSG GE~u;RAL CHA)ILIER OF Co:u~IERc~:, 

H oNGKO:SG, 28th September, 189i. 

Sm,-The i11tercst yon displa.yed, when visiting tb i::; Colony in April 

la::;t, in the development of tmde bet\\·ecu Hongkong nnd the interior of the 

southern provinces of China, has encouraged my Committ.ce to feel that. any 

reprc::;entations made to you of obst.ruction ;; in the way of such trade will 

have your prompt and came~t attention. 
The formation of farms to collect t he lckin on k erosene oil iu Kw:Lng tnng 

aml Kwangsi has no uonbt been 1luly notified to yoa by H. B. M .':; Consular 

Hcpresent:Ltives. You are also aware that the latter farm has, iu con:;equcnec 

of energetic consular action, been cnucelletl hy the Viceroy, and, for the time. 

the evil has subsidetl in J{wangsi. It is, however, in the opinion of th is 

Chamber, mo;;t important that a formal pledge should, if po:lsiLle, be obtainetl 

from the Govel'llment of the Two Kwaug that such privilege::; shall never 

be gmnteu in the fnt.nre to syndicates, ns they constitute a favomed monopoly 

when (:ts in the ca;;e of the two farms above referred to) tl1e farmer~ are a lso 

large import.cr~ on their own accouut. :Needles:; to ;;n.y, in workiug ::Hlch 

monopoly grave injustice i~ inflicted on ot.her impor ter::;, and tho t.nule ma.y be 

res t.ric tetl by smaller traders being beaten out of the fielu. 

The t-endency i:> ;;till, I regret to Slty, strong in the minds of the offiniab 

of t.he Two Kwa.ug to mult.iply exaction ~, awl tuere se01us reason to fear tha t 

until the p•·oviucial Government::; eau be induced to fu rnish accurate re ttu·us 

of the taxe·s lega.lly leviable, it will be impossible to obtain any roliuble bnsi:; 

on which to calculate the duties rig htly payable nutler treaty. While fully 

realising the valnc of the atl vaut.age couferred by the recent ly increasetl 

freedom of tmue in the above provinces, my Committee arc of opinion that, 

if what is gmtran teed in theory i:s t o be carried into actual practice, it will 

" 
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be desimble to impress upon the Central G overnment at P ckiua that all 

foreign importers are eutit le1l to know the exact taxation thei r :ootls nrc 

liable to pay before they reach the consumer. T o hrill'" this i~~ormntiou 
within their access, it is fur ther esseut inl that the Consn~ should be kept 

fully info~me~1 , not only of nny new tax hut also of whnt taxes arc pnitl by 

merehnndtsc lll t.rnnsi t when unprotected by Transit P ass. 

The import:wce of securing this informat ion is so impressed iu the minds 

~f my Committee thnt they earnestly beg Your ExP.elleucy will ondclWOlll' to 

mdnce the T sung-li-Y amen to give instmctions to the pro\'incinl officials to 

furnish t.he same to the Foreign Consuls.--! have, &c., 

R. M. G RAY, Chairman. 

To His Excellency Sir CLAUDE M.A.CDONALD, K.C.!l.c:., 

H. B. M.'s Minister Ple nipotentiary, P eking. 

HO NGKOXG GENEUAL CIIA)JUEU OF CO:\DIEUCE, 

HoxGKONG, 16th October, 189i. 

Sm,-1 hnvc the honour to transmi t to y ou, for the information of H is 

Exeelleney, n copy of this Chamber'~ letter of the 28th ultimo ad!lresscd to 

His Excellency S ir CLAUD~: MA·cooNAt.o, H er Britannic Majesty's Minister 

at Pckin.g, on the pmctice hy the Go,·ornmcnt of the Two K wnug of gmnting 

mot~op~l~es to traders to collect lekin on certain foreign imports, and the 
dcsl!'ltbJIJ !y of the Consuls IJeing notified of all lekin dntic;; Juaallr JcYiable 

• 0 • 

on •mp:.>rted goous, in orclcr that importers may know to what tnxat.ion their 

goods nre subject hefore reaching the !:onsnmers at any giren tlest.inarion . 

With npologic>~ for 1lclny in forwartlin (J' this lcttcr-1 bnvc &c 0 . .. ' . , 

R. CHATTERTON WILCOX, Secretar\', 

To Honom nhle ,J. H. STE WAR1' L oCKHAllT, Coloninl Secretary. . 

P F.KD10 , 14th October, 1897. 

Sm,--1 beg to nckno11·ledge the receipt of yonr let tm of the 28th Sep

tember, and to inform yon in reply thnt I O<ha ll do my l.c:;t to intluce the 
T I' y A sung- 1- nmen to prohibit the farming out of taxes on me1·chnndise to 

~yudicate~ who :we t hmn~eln~s tmrlers in the goods t hey tnx. 
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With regnnl to the pnLiicntion of internal Customs tnriff~, I hnvo sen t n. 

copy of your letter to H er Mn.jes ty's Consul nt Cn.nton, and h ave requested him 

t.o n.pply to the Chinese nn t.horities for the desired informnt.ion. E\houlJ they 

decline to supply it, I sbnll nddress the Yn.mcn on the subject, ns to the im

portnnce of which I 11111 in f nlJ ngrcemcnt with your Chnmber.-1 bnve, &c., 
CLAUDE M. MACDONALD. 

The Chnirmnn, HONGKONC GENERAl. C n .utnEn OF CmntF.RCE. 

Preferential Duties. 

OFFICE oF TifF. H oNoK oNo, CA...:TON & MAr Ao STEAMJ30AT 

CoMPANY, LIMIT HD, 

Il o~OKONG. 18th September, 1897. 

DEAR S iu,-I nm dir<'cted by my Bunrd to again address you upon 

the snhjcct of the prefereutial duties accorded by the H oppo on j unk-borne 

cnrg·o from Canton to this port. 

A communication from the F oreig·n Office to l\lr. G u Nnnv, the Hono

rary Secretary of the Ohinn As;;ocintion, dnte1l 2n<l Jnnmwy, 1895, which 

wos duly forwarded to yonr Chmnbet·, s tn.ted that the nttention of Her Ma

j esty's Minister nt Peking had ng·ain been drawn to this mn.t ter. It would 

seem, howeverl that since then the question hns heen allowed to slnmber , 

for it does not a.ppenr from the printed report of yonr Committee for the 

yenr 18!)6 that any fnrUter communication upon the subject wos received 

either from Her :\Injesty;s :\[inister or the Fcreig·n Office. 

'l'his question hus alrendy heen ~o exhaustively denlt with in previous 

• corre~pnndence und the facts connected wit.h it nre so fully recorded in the 

printed reports of your Committee for the ye:us ISD1j l8!J;j that it is unne

cessary for me to enlarge upon it ngnin. Snffi ce it to say t.hat the evil 

formerly complained of hus gone on unchecked and is increasing·. Since 

the lOth instant, owing· to the Hoppo's differential duty, which is soid to be 

4 ruace r er picnllcss than thut leviecl by the Imperial Customs, the c.nrri ng·e 

of wnste silk has been entirely diverted from the r iver steamers to junks, 

and out" ngen ts ut Can tun write me thnt it is not likely th!lt any more will 

be shipp.:>d hy the Cumpany's honts. 
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\Ye thus seo th11t this continued infr,lction of trenty rig-h ts is hnvi 11 .. 

the effect of clt·iving onll article of export nftet· nnothct: ft·om steamers t~ 
junk;;, and unless some means can he devised t{) check this illeg·al practice 

of the HoppiJ, the diversion of the entire carg-o-ca t·rying· ttw le between 

Canton and Hongkong· to nntive cmft will he merely a question of time.--I 

remain , &~., 

. 'l'HOS. AR.NOLD, Secretary. 
R. CnA'J"l'F. RTO :>~ W rLcox, E sq., Secret.ary, • 

Ho~m.;oNr. CF.NERA I, C tUMDtm OF GoMMEH CJ>. 

HoNnKoxo U~>NlmAL Cn . .utnRn ot·· CoMm1RCF. , 

lioxGJWNG, 22nd Septemht>r, 18!:17. 

SIII,- I beg· leave to call your attention to a new tlepa.r ture on old lines 

by t.he Haikwnn or Superintendent of Customs in Kwnnr··t110 oo '1. '1 ~ • • " ,. l., COl -

respondence on the snhject of the pref01·entinl dn~ie:> accorded by the Hai-

kwan to j nnk-uom c carg·o conducted by this Chnmbe1• during the years 

18!:11-18!)5 will, no doubt, be fre-;h in your memory. T en, cotton, cnssia and 

other exports have fin· years past been openly diverted fw rn the stenmers 

to junks by this means, and complaint has now b<'en mnde to t.he Chnmber 

of the loss of ano ther valuable item of caro·o by the ~ten me1·s n"Jllel , ., ·t e oJ .. ... l , l" ' , ""'s .e 
silk, which is now entit•ely carried by junks. • 

Emboldened hy the failure of former representat ions to procure a cessa

t ion of this prn ctic<:>, the Haikwan would now seem , in his competition with 

the Imperial Marit.ime Cus toms, determined to divert nll the rarnino· tt·aJo 
f • 0 

rom stenmers to junks, nnd it i;; to he fent·ed that if this last mo,·e be not 

promptly checked, he wi ll foll ow up his nction by bids for ot.her m·ticles. 

~fy Committee will feel g t•eat ly obl ig ed if you will rake sucl1 act ion os 

may seem to yon bel't Ci.l lcnlntecl to JHlt n. st•Jp to thcso viola tions of t.he 

Treatietl, whidt at·c cansiu::;· ste:1tly :tn1l serious loss to all cng-rrge<.I in the 
Canton rivt>r tr:11le.-J h.we, &c., 

H. l\1. GRAY, Chail'lnnn. 

To lhno:oi BIIF.NA~. Bsq., (;.M.O., H. n. l\l.'s Con~n l, CAN '!' 0:-1 . 

No. 14f1. H. B. M.'s Co:-.-su r.ATE, 

CA ~Tnx, D:lth Septembes·, 1807. 

:'it n,- Your letLct· of th~ 22ntl S<'ptemhe t• hns ltnd my cnrefnl attention, 

anrl1n reply f now hPg- to put. beforr1 ~·on tlw fi)llowing considemtion!' :-
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fn ncceptiug· a luwer 1nte of duties than is in force at t.he Foreig·u Cus

tom House the Ht•ppo has two objects in view: one is to il)crense his own 

revenue nt the expense of the Tmperial .Maritime .Cn~toms; n·nd the other 

is to divert to the Provincial TrE-asury tnxes or dutiE-s which are now cre

ditE-d to the Ccnt.rnl Government. 
The Foreig·n Customs will not issue inwnrd or outward transit posses ·to 

cover merchandise un1ess suc\1 merchandise has been imported by foreig·n 

vessel, or is to he exported by foreig·n vessel. Tlms the le/tin officinls ns 

well us the Hoppo are interested in diverting· the trude of the port from 

steamers to junks. It is nn unfortunate circumstance thnt the more the 

country is openE'tl to foreig·n trade, the more ure the provinces deprived of 

their revenue; and the recent opening· of the We~t River has caused a sti ll 

further shrii1knge of thf' pro\'i ncial revenue. The Canton Government is 

driven to adopt new expedients, nnd in its attempts to make l1oth ends meet 

it is more und more tempted to levy illeg·al tnxes on foreign g·oods. If sncl1 

infractions of the n•euty couJt\ be stopped as SOOn as detected WC COUld ViE'W 

with indifference the pecuniary st raits in which the province finds i tself; 

but we know from E-xperience thut the Cauton Clovernment is vcr?' pE-rsistent. 

in levying- illeg·al taxes on our goods, and that we srldom succeed in obtaining· 

red1·ess or in muking· it desist from ~uch illeg·al proceeding·s. 
Since the Central Government tnkes for itself the duties on all mer

chandi!>e curried in foreig·n bottoms or which for nn~· other reason comes 

under the control of the Foreign Mari time Customs, all that is left for the 

provincinl anthoritie;; is the junk-borne curg·o; and it is mnttPr for set•ious 

consideration whethe1· it is politic to close to them this sonrce of revenue, 

So fur it is only export. curg·o t.hnt has been tempte1l into the junks hy t.his 

preferential scale of duties, but I bE>lie,·c that negotiations nre on foot he· 

tween the H oppo nnd thC\ /cl: in authoriti es with u. view to admitting into 

the province junk-borne ca;·g·oes on better terms than steamet' carg·oes; this 

means that Ilritish go(lds shall he enabled t.o reach the consumer on better 

terms than the trcat.y tarift' stipulates. l.t rE>soh·es itself into this question: 

Shnll trade benefit wit ilE' the fi.Jreig·n canier suffers; or shall the foreign 

carrier be protected at the expense of trnde? 
But evNl if it is decided thnt the native Customs must eharg·e the sn.me 

mtes as the foreig·n Customs and tl1nt junks and stE-amers must be treated 
alik<>, how is it po>:~ible to inl"nl't'l this heing; .rlo~P 11>' long; a~ theNI nrt'l two 

" 
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:-~ep:watc· administrations tn exi:;tence ' Tl1e ( ' llt'11e .. ~ U " l 1 

. · • · " " " U.t~l'IIIIH'II lll:l)' uC 
1roug;ht to atlm1~ that thet·o must he one uniform scale of duties; fl!l d the 

Hoppo may nssm·e us that I! is tnl'itf is the snme us that (If the fureig·u Cus

toms; Lut whe is to detect h ; stafl:' in accepting· 100 picnls as 50; or iu 
collecting· the fidl tariff opeul v and rernmin n· one-half sccreth· . c · • · . ., · n c. • · J , 'rJng·Jvtng-
JIIllks a bounty on each voy:1p;e so as to euaule them tu can·y cn.1·n·o ft-ei.n·ht 
f • ~ n 

t•ce, or even pay shippers for putting· it on hoard ? ~When people are 111nde 

to pay in excess they make tllemseh•es beard, hut who will cou1e forward tu 

denounce his benefa ctor and thus dt·y up the 8ource ut' benefac ti on·~ 

After tl1e pt·oviucial autiJOt·ities have laid their plans we shall onlv Le 

able to infet· that junk cm·go is pt·efet·en tia!ly treated, we shall uot IJe a.L1e to 

b1·ing· proof that red~tced duties nt·e ueiug paid. So loug· ns jnuk:l g·et' 

cer tain kinds of carg-o we :;hall feel c.;on·' incod that they pr.y less dnt.ies tllllu 

steamer:>, but short of 111sistiug that juuks may not. earry such ca.1·g·oes, I do 
not see how we can Cil:l'l'J' out' point. 

I am Ll'inging- thi:; matter to the notic.;e of Her M~jesty's .M inister allll 

until I receiHl his instmt'tion:; I do not propose to take anY action here.-T 
am, &c., " 

fi11· Ilk BHENAN, 

E. IL FRASER, Vice-CI!usu l. 
Tlic Chuit'HHI!l1 JioxaKo:w tfEX E LUT. 0HAMllEH OF Co~niE llCJ>, 

HoNGKO!'W. : 

HoNGKONO G ENERAL C HA)IUEit o F Oo~rMEB c~:, 

Hoxa.twxo, 11th OctoLer, 181)(. 

DEAn ::;1u,-In reply t.o yonr letter of the 18 th ultimo iuformiug· tl1i:; 

Clmmbet· that the evil so frequoutly compl:tincd of in pn:>t ~·cars, viz., the 

preferential duties UCCOI'IIetl. uy the Hoppo to juuk-carrietl cargo, has Lccu 

c~teuded, by its t•ecent application to waste silk, the cnrriage of wh ich has, 

stnce the lOth ultimo, been entirely tlil'ertetl from the river sten mers, I a111 

directed to say tl.tat the matter is recei,·ing· the em·nest attention of 1u,· 

Committee. Conesponclence has ah·eady passed wi th the Consul nt Cnnt01:, 

uud the Committee now propo:;e to address H. n. M.'s :\Iinister at Pekiu"' 
0 

on the :;uhject.-I am, &c., 

R CHA'l"l'ERTON WI LCOX:, f:: (•cretnry. 
'rnos. AuNoLD, .Eslh Secret.a1·y, 

IIoxGKOXo, CaNToN, & MA c Au 8TEBIBO.\'I' Co., LIM .t'l'Eu. 
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IloNuiWNU GE NimAL CHAMllElt oF CuliDl E UC E, 

IIo~oKo;.;o, 1:1th O·~tohm·, 181)7. 

SIR,-It is with regret that this Cha.u1ber hus ag·ain to u.g·itate a ques

tion, which, originatiuh' neady twenty-five yenrs og·o, has nev~r been !;atis

fac torih· settled and has now ogain fin· cell itself i uto notice owing· to n new 

develoJ:ment. I nllnde, ynm Excellency, to the practiee Ly the H oppo (or 

H aikwun) of Customs in Kwangtung· of nccording· preferential dut ies to 

cm·g·o carried in junks from Cauton, thet·eby divert ing it from the river 

s tenmers, the evident ttbject being· to obtain the revenue which would other

wise be collected by the Imperial Maritime Customs. T he ut'ticles thus 

diverted from the s tenmboats running· ou the Canton river were cotton yam, 

cassia , ten, rattnn core, matting, ond, lastly, waste silk. 'l'hese products 

represent a considerable portion of the cnrr;·o cnn ied, aud the loss thereby 

en tailed on the steaml;h ip owners is serious. 
As the question hus not been rcfer rell tll your E xcellency siute _your 

&rr ival in China, it mny be useful fut· me tu bricfiy r ccapitnlate the conrse 

of previous cor respondence on the snl•jcct. 
'!'he Chamber fi rst took up the qnc~tiuu on receipt of a le ttet• dated 

Hong·kon3·, lOth September, 189 1, sig ned by the Agents of the River 

StenmlJoat Companies, the P. & 0. S. N. Co., the China l\lu tunl S. N. Co., 

the Ocenn St.eamship Co., and by l\Iessrs. D oDWELI., CAH LILL & Co. for 

vat·ious Iincs. The ar ticle then specially insta nced was tea, but ot.her de

scriptions of corg·o were ret\>i'l'Cd to. On the 1 !Jth September, the Committee 

telegraphed to Sir J o HN W AL!;IIA;\l ut P eking- rept·eseutations on the sub-

]. ect followino· the wire b" a letter of explanation. 'l'o these eommunica-
• ' 0 J 

tions no acknowledgment. wns ever received ; !tnll, ou the 1st D ecember, the 

Committee oth.lresselln ,Jcspa tch to the Ri g·ht H unom able the Secretary of 

Sta te for Foreig·n A train;, which they supplemented ou the 11th J nuunry, 

18!J:J, by a tdegTam, the latter being· cunfi l'lneu L:· lettet· on the 13th itlem. 

A r eply "·as t·eccivcd in line eourse i'r..1:n the Foreig·u Office, stating that the 

Oh amber's l ettct· had Leeu refer red to Mr. Consul A LA BASTE R ; but nothing· 

very pmctical was n!'l'ivet! at, nnd the question was then i·eferred to Sir J oH N 

W.ALSHAllt. '!'he conespont!ence wns continued durin g- 18£1:.!, Sir Joul\ 

WALSHA~I taking· par t, and the Chinese Ministers admi tted to him the 

in·cguhuity of the H oppo's nction. '!'he H oppo declared that the l'Clluction 

in the uati\'C tariff h nd ceasell, and the r iver s teumet•s once more carried 
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tea, but t heir ugeu t~ colllpluiuell tha t rattttus, JHattiug·, cassia, tHHl other 

ar ticles still wen t by juuk. T he Chamber were able, however, on the 31st 

OctolJCI', in a letter to the P ureig-n Office, to 1·epurt that the r~>presen t~~t i ons 

mntle had t·esnlted iu the I'ClllO \'H l, fot· t he t ime being·, of the abuses cOJu

vlained of. On the 12th July, 18!J!3, the ~ecretm·y of the Steamboat Co. 

ng a.iu complained to the Chumbet• t hat ten wns being- once more diver ted 

to j unks by preferential duties, nud the Challloer wired to Sir l\'. R. O'Co NOlt 

on the sui\JCCt. Several lette rs passell, and cveu tnally, ou the 30 th A.ug·ust, 

His Excellenc;· wrote :-

"With rcferen(;e to Ill.)' no te of the l ;Jth instant I have plea

'' sm e in informing· you thr~t I r eceived yesterdt~y from t.he Chinese 

" Government dist inct nnd positive assur ances that the preferen

" tin! tl'eatmcnt in reg-ard to Cn:;toms d nes of j unks employetl in 

' ' cal'l'yiug· tea, &c., would in fu ture be strictly prohibited.'' 

On the ~Sth Sep temLe1· the· StemnLont Company complained to the 

Charu bc1· t hat this prohibition had haJ no ('fi(•ct. T he Cl~:\urher ad!lressed 

the Minister at Peking·, repor tiug· tlte fuct, but the Tsung·-li Ymncn now 

Jeuied that the abuse existed. Under date 1 Dth J uly, 180-!, the Stca~
boat Company ag-ain broug·h t forward the question, and the ChamLe1· there

upon atltlressed a lengthy despatclr to L ord RosBnE RY nt the F oreign Office, 

and one to Sir N. R. O'CoNOR, who then asked for positive and circumstan

tia l evttlence in proof of the alleg·ation ng·oiust the H oppo. L et ters were 

also atldt·essed by the Chmuhm· to the London Chamhet· of Commerce and 

the China Associa t ion in London. The lattet· approached tLe Foreig n Office 

ou the point, one uew or0o·umeut used hv it beino· :- " To chnro-e lowe1· duties J 0 . ,., 

on na tive vessels i:; olJv iously tlu~ snmc in eft'ect ·ns to impose hig-her duties 

on foreig·n ships," &c. 'l'his ChumlJet· also haLl an iuterchang·c of ideas o11 

the subject with t!1e Cautou Chnmbe1· of Corumet·ce, who a1·gued tha t the 

reduced ttll'iti'was a dis tinct lJtlllC'fit to trude tmd not agai nst treuty ~>tipu latiom. 

The Ch:nnhcr ulso ndLiresscd Si!·' WI LLIAM Hom NSoN" on tl•e question on 

the lOth n-Ittrch, l S{Ju, but lnst yeat· the subject lang uished, anti t he upslwt 

of the lou~· contiuuell agitat ion is that tea. ltas, cxeepL during the short 

iuten cg·num iu 1 ~02, bl!en subject to preferential duties, ant! the carriag·e of 

this m·ticle on the Canton ri vcL' entirely diver ted to j unks. 

'l'he for eg·oiug· lJrief sketch, your Excellency, bring s us down to the 

pre~;eu t, when I lta\·c to record the dh·ersiou, t hroug·h the same cause, of 
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waste silk from the t•ivcr stemners to juuks. 'l'he Secretary of the Houg·

kung·, Canton & :\bcno St.eamhoat Company complains that si nce the lOth 

SeptembPr their steamboats have ceased to cnrt·y tllis a.rt.icle in consequence 

of the Hoppo',; preferential duty, which is said to be 4 muce per picnl lt>ss 

than that levied by the Imperial ~farit.ime Cnstom;;. 
Yom Excellency's esteemed pt•edecessor in office, you will uo tr., uskeLl 

for positive and cit·cmnstantial evidence of t!J e levy of lower dntie:; by the 

H oppo. 'lllis is extt'Htnely diflicult, if not absolutely impo!:<~ ible, to obtai n. 

aud the :\Iinisters of the 'l'snng·-li Yulllen are prolmbly well aware of the 

fact. They adlllittetl to Sit· Jon:-~ WALSHAM in 1802 tlutt such ineg·ulm·ity 

(meauing· the competition of the Hoppo with the Imper ial ;\lut·itime Customs) 

did exist, aud fur n time the evil ceasetl. When, however, ill less thau a 

ycur it ag·aiu Stil:l'ted into beinr;·, the Tsung·-li Yamcll siJOwetl a Jistinct 

~: hung·e of front, ant! flatly denied the existence of such an abuse. The 

IJ oppo'~; undoubted iuiluence ut Court hntl in the meantime probably tiugcd 

the views of the Ts11ng·-li Yamcn, and Sit· NrcnoLAs O'CoNOH then felt 

con:;traiuetl to re11uit·e positive evidence in on ler to meet t.he new positiou . 

'When it is consiJered how gTeutly it is the interest of those who pt·ofit by 

these preferential duties to maintain u di screet silence concerning them anrl: 

the mode of their concession, and the well known reluctance of the Uhiuese 

t'o fnruislr documen~nry· proof of any abuse hy native officials ft·om fear of 

couseqnt>nccs is bol'lle in mind, the difficulty of seclll'ing ~uclt proof will he 

readily appreciate~l. 'l'he fact remains that wu~te ~ilk c:~u lJe purchased· 

by foreign buyers in Cant.on delivered f. o.b. Hun~koug cheaper than f:o.u. 

Cnuton· when tit•~ buyer pays the rive1· freig·ht. 
)lfy C:nnm1 t tee theref'ut·c trust t hut yom· Excrlleucy will he· urllleti 

:~g·ai nst such a demaiul, as unnecessary us i t is embarrassing· by creating· 

deh1y, ami that you will simpl,Y require a discontinuunue of the practice. 

'l'he.r are, of comsC', well aware that uotlting short of the abolitio n of the 

system of dual and competi ng· Customs servicrs will a rail to put u final stop 

tfJ the abuse, but unfortunately there seems no innnediate pm!;pect of ~uch 
a ~tt>p m the rig·ltt directifJn. )leantimc those interested in tlte river 

steamers will be saved from seriou~ loss if by yom· representa tions t-he· 

Tsuug·-li Ynmen can be induced to insist upon the lloppo collecting· hiS' 

revenues without haviug· recourse to the expedient of diverting· the carriage 

from its· ]en·itimute channel ln· lo"·erin•0>" the duties iu· ordet· to aug·ment the 
0 • 

r 
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profits of his monopoly. This is nnqnestionabl.r a br.each .of tt·enty .stipula

t ions, which wPre fi·ltmed wi th the intent to place those eng·aged in the 

cat'.I'Jing trade ns well as trnders on on equal footing, and my Committee 

have no doubt that you will apprccia.te the .JUStice of this complaint, in spiLe 

of the fact that the trade in t he articles in q ucstiou derives some benefit 
from the reduction in the duties chnrg·ed. 

'l'nustir1g· that the present may prove a favourable moment to press this 
matter on the att.ention of the Chinese Gov.ernmen t,- - I hnvC', &c., 

R. M. GRAY, Chairman. 
To His Excellency bir CLAUDE MACDONALn, K.c .. M.o., 

H. B. M.'s :Minister Plenipotentiurv &c Pekill'~ u' ., o · 

H oNGKON·G GENBHAL CHAMBJm OF ·Co!lurF.lW F., 

Ho!WKo No, 16th Octolm ·, 1807. 

Sm,- Dy direction of my Committee, I have the honour to hand "~eu .. ' 
for the information of His Excellency the Governor, a cop,Y of this ·Cham-

ber's letter of yestert.lu.y's date addressed to His Excellencr Sir Cr,A UDP. 

MACDt>N Ar.n, K.C.M.o., Her Dritunnic Majesty's Minister ot Peking·, on the 

sn~ject of the prt>fet·nutial duties c!targ·etl hv the H oppo on junk..:borne 
carg-o from Canton.- I have, &c.', 

R CHATTER'l'ON WILCO X, Secretary. 
To Hononmbln J. rr. S1'EWART J,ocKHA R'r, Colonial Secret!\1',\'· 

PEKI NG, 1st ~ovember, 1897. 
Sill,-- I have to neknowledg·e the receipt of yolll' lett.P.t' of the IfJt!t of 

October in reg·nrd to the prefereHtiul taxation of junk-home over steamer-
J,orne carg-o bet.wef'n Can ton and H ong·kong·. -

• I will, in nccot·dunce with the <lesit·e of your Chamber, bring· this mat-

ter before the 'l'snng·-li Yomen, pointing out to them tlu~t the aboliti-on of 

the system at present in force 1s groat.!y to the interest of the Central 
t'~overnment. 

At the some time I would point out to yom· Chnmber that all par ties, 

with th-e exception of the Steamer Companies, arc intct•.es ted in contimdng 

the present system, nnd that no met·chants are likely to come for wnr.d to 

expose a method hy whic;h theJ are themselves gainers, and that in the absence 

of such cnmplnintl'. nncl of nnY effect.ive !':~·stem fin· tiJe snperiuren•lence of 
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the local Un,..totns officials, the Ucntrnl Govcl'!lmcnt, how~ver willing· they 

may ue nt my representation and in their own interes ts to put a stop to the 

differential tnx:at.ion, will fi nd themselves very much hampered in their 

efforts to do so unless the Steamer Companies are prepared to fm•ni>:h evi

dence whenevet• rt>dnc tiou~ of dnt.v nt•e g-iven to j nnk-borne cargo U)' the 

nn,tive CnstomR.- I am, &c., 
CLA.UDE M. MA0DONALD. 

'l'he Chairman, Ho~ol\o~ G GE:mnAr. C H AMBEH OF CoMMERCE. 

Hol'iOKO ~ G GENJo:nAr. CnAMBBR oF CoMl\m ncH, 
H oNOK ONG, 15th NovemhE'l·, 1807. 

DRAn Si n,-By direction of my Committee, I have pleasure in for

wardin~· herewi th copy of n lettet• received from Her ·Britannic Mnjesty' s 

Minister at Peking in reply to th3 lettet· nlltlressed to His Excellency by 
this Ghmnuet· on the 15th ul timo on the question of the preferentirrl dut.ies 

accowled by the Hoppo tn j nnk-bornc carg·o.- I am, &c., 
H. () H A.'l'TERTON W ILCO X~ Secrct:n·~·· 

To 1'Hos. An ~or.n, Esq., 
Secretary, Ho:'lOKo~o . CAN"'rO:'l & MAcAn S'I' EA)UJOA't' Co., J,n, 

L 

Infr in g·ement of Trade Marks. 

Cor.ONJAT. SECHE'l'ArtY's O FFICE, 

Jlo NG K O:'lG1 ~flt.h July, 189i. 

St n,-1 mu 1lir<>c trd t.o tt·nusmit, ful' t.he consideration of the Cltamhet· 

of Commerce, the enclos~d copy of a letter addressed by ;\l essrs. MA nsr.A N o, 

SoN & Oo .. of )fan t:hest.et·, to tho Secretary of State for t.he Colonies, nml 

to request the views of the Ohn.mher on the sulJject therein dealt will1 and 

mo~t. especially in reg·a.c·tl t.o tlte sng·g-estion m!ule in tht> fi rst. pmap.·raph.--·f 

have, &e., 
.T. H. S'l.'.EWART LOCKHAR'l\ Coloninl Seereta t·~· · 

~J'hP. St>r.ret.m·.v, C HHfRF.tt oP (]oi\uTF:nnE. 

,., 
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1\:Ianchest.cr, 13th August, 18!)(i. 

Srn,-.We had occasion to wait upon you on Tuesday last with refer

ence to one of our tt·ade marks, viz., the " H orseshoe," which is beino· imi-
o 

tnted by Belgian manufacturers, and sent in large quantities to Hongkong·. 

Seeing tha t quite recently circulars bnve been issued asking· for information 

ns to why British goods wore not in g-reater demand 111 the Colonies, aml 

how th a trade bet-.veen Gre!lt Britain nnd i ts Colon ies could ue extended, 

we thoug·ht that thi . .; matter would be of the greatest possio!e interest to 
you) the more so as it i!> not n.n isolated case, but one of which is'frequently 

coming· up. We hnrl further hopes that you would be able to render us 

some assistance in tltis mnttet·, seeing· that our mark is reg-istered in Great 
Britain. 

Our Eng-lish n.gents, .Messrs. R. D. vVARBURO & Co., will communicate 

wi th you with refereace to the same matter and will fumish yon with proof::~, 

in the form of documentary evidence, of the injury done by such practices 
to Bri tish-manufuctured g·oods. 

We must apolog·izl! for troubling you upon such a matter, but. feel sure 
that it will be of interest to you to know that such practices are being· cn,r~ 

t•ied on. 

If we mig·ht offer n sugg·estion, we should say tl1at it would facilitate 

the sale of Dl'itish mannfuctures if some system of reg·istrntiou could ue 
adopted which would cover Great Britain and all her Colonies.--Yours, &c., 

MAnS LAND, So N & Co. 
To Her Majesty's Secret.'wy of State f~t· the Colonies. 

HoNoKo.No GENE RAL CH AM BE R oF CoMMERcE, 

lJONOKONO, l iith .A.up;ust, 1897. 

Sm,- - I have the honour to acknowledge receipt of your letter (No. 

1,20G) of the 2i.lth ultimo timvnrding copy of a letter addressed uy Messrs. 

l\fARSLAND, SoN & Cu., of Manchester, to the Hig-ht II onout·ahle the Secre

t.ary of State for the Colonies, complaining- of an infdngement of one of 
their tratle marks by Belg-ian manuf<ICturers and in which yon request the 
views of the Chambe1· on the subject. 

In reply , I am instructed to point out :- -

1. That the complaint of Messrs. MAnSLA.I'ID, SoN & Co. is ex

tremely vogue) no documentm·y evidence being· given of the 
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infringement of trade mark alleg·ed, and even the nature of 

the nrticle which bears the trade mark in qtiestion is not 

mentioned. 
2. With regard to the sug·g·estions contained in the last parag-raph 

or Messt·s. l\fAnsLANn, SoN & Co~'s letter, they would seem 

to be ignorant of the fact that there is a registt·ation of trade 

marks in this Colony which is intended to afford protection 

against pirncy to the rig·htfnl owners of trade mnrks.--T 

ha\'e, &c., 
R. CHATTERTON WILCOX, Secretary. 

Honourable J. II. STinvAnT LocKHAR'r, Colonial Secretary. 

HoNOKONG, 20th August, 1897. 

DBAR Sm,--From the reports of the last meeting of your Committee 

we notice that, in answering ~Iessrs. ~lARSLAND, SoN & Co.'s complaints ,.e 
infringement of one of their trade marks, forwarded throug·h the Secretary 

of State for the Colonies, you informed them that a registration of trade 

marks is already in existence in this Colony, and that their complaints. were. 

too vag·ne to g·o fur ther into the matter. 

As local agents of Messrs. :MARSLAND, SoN & Co. will you permi t ns to 

bring· all the f,tcts of the co.se before you, and we venture to hope that you 

will g·ive the matter your further consideration. 

In November, Imh>, we hod o~cnsion to send ari oi·cler for severnl 

hundt·ed cases of cotton thread to Messrs. l\IARSLAND, SoN & Co., nsking· 

them to use one of onr own trade mnrks. 'fhis they refnsc!l to do on the 

ground that their" Horseshoe" label was well known anywhere and they could 

not send their g-oods out under a new label. Being assured that the horse

shoe label was their own undisputed property:, we consented to the change; 

and the order was consequently filled. Just after the arrival of the first lot, 

a local firm applied to His Excellency the Governor for registration of the 

identical trarl.e mark in their own name, to which application we, of course, 

protested throng·h om• solicitor, on behalf of om friends :Messrs. 1\IARSLAND, 

SoN & Co. Aft.er considerable correspondence and leg·al searches it was 

conclusively proved that Messrs. MAn~LAND, Sol' & Co. were the recog· 

nised proprietors of the snid lahel , not only in England, where it has been 
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registm·ed in their name since 1383 and renewed in·l88(), but also in Bel

gium, since 1888, the countt·y where our neighbours recei,·ed their o·oods 

from, so that an infdngement was clea1·ly proved. Our neio·hbours 
0 

then 

withdrew their application and finally llis Excellency the Gov:rnor and the 

Executive Council sanctioned the registration of the " Horseshoe " label in 
the name of Messrs. ~LmsLAND, ·soN & Co. 

In fairn ess to om· neig-hbours we ought to mention that they wet'e not 

aware of the infl'ing·ement, the horseshoe label having- been offered to them 

by their Delg·ium Ag·ents. All these proceeding·.;; naturally caused a gTeat 

deal of annoyance and expense to l\Iessrs. IliA nSLAN D, SoN & Co., who 

then applied fur the assistance of the Secretary of State for the Colonies, 
with the result known to you. 

Apart from the personal mattet· our friends in theit• letter to the Se . '"'· . .cl ~ 

tary of State touch upon a subject of general interest, and that is, whether 

reg·istration of trade marks in Eng·land is absolutely of no consequence iu 

this ~olony,. and ~f this be the case, we tnke it that any one mig·ht apply 

here tor reg1stratwn of well known English t rade mal'l;:s which have not Yet 

be~n regis.tered l~ere, thus causing· considerable damage to the orig·inal p:·o

~netors of. the sa1d labels in England and exclttde them fi·o:n doing any 

future busmess here under their our labels. In common with Messrs. ~lA us

LAND, So:-~ & Co., we considered this o. question of vital import.ance au(l 

well worth the attention ·of yom Committee. As far as we can ascc1·tain, 

the present system of reg·istering trade marks makes no provision for such a 

case, nor does it seem that there is any legislation on the s11 ~ject. 

We should consider it a particular fiwour if you will cause another 

letter to be wl'itten to Messrs. l\IAnSLASD, Sox & Co., i\Ianches~er, settitw 

forth your views on this subject, and whether you consider it advisable t~ 
request His Excellency the Governor to refer the mn.ttet• to the leg·al fi(lvisers 

of the Crown for further consideration.- We have, &c., 

H. II. KIHCH & Co. 
The Secrcta.ry of the CHAMBER OF CoiUMEHCE. 

HoNOKONo GENEHAL CHAMlHnt OF Co:~nHWCE 
' . 1-IoNGKON G, iOth Septemhet·, 1807. 

Dth\R Sin,- Acknowledgment of the receipt of yonr letter of the :20ch 

ultimo in reference to the inft·ing·ement of one of theit· tt•ade marks,. com-
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1
,Jained of by Messrs. n-LutsLAND, SoN & Co. was defe rred nutil the monthly 

meeting of the Committee held this afternoon. 

The mutter was then considered at some leng·th, and has tl1e Com

mittee's attention.-! am, &c., 

R. CIIA'l"I'ER'l'ON WILCOX, Secretary. 

'l'o )Iessrs. H. H. KuteH & Co. 

HoNOKONO, 16th September, 1807. 

Sm,-We Leg to acknowledge receipt of yom· fav our of lOth instant, 

from which we are pleased to nota that the trade marks matter will ha\'e 

the further consideration of your Committee. 

As your Committee has taken up the q11~stion of reg ist1·ation of trade 

marks, it mig·ht be a good opportunity to draw their a t tention to the very 

unsatisfactory way in which notice of such intended reg istr;ltiou is g iven 

to the general public, and they might perhaps see their way to recommend 

to the Government an alteration of the present system. 

For JOur guidance we beg· to enclose several cnttings t~ken from the 

local papers and containing· notices of reg·is tration, marked series A nnd ll. 

You will observe that the ndvertisement.s marked A are facsimiles of the 

trade marks intended for reg·istrntiou, whils t those m:wked B only state that 

a certain firm intends to apply fo1· reg istt·ation of ce1·tuin t rade marks and 

articles, without giving· a description or facsimile of them. Any one desi

rous of p~·otecting· himself ag·ninst iu fr ing;ements, or for the sake of keeping 

011 recorJ the trade marks registered in this Colony, is compelled to g·o to 

the Colonial Secretary's Office to fiud out whether there is any o~jection t.o 

the regist.rntion. This involves a g·ood denl of time W<ls ted and an expendi

ture of 50 cents on every occasion. As it is almost impossible to take 

notice of eve1·y reg·istration, and advertisements relating- to them might 

easily be overlooked, it depends cut il·ely on the official in charge of this 

depa:·tment to find out whether the same or a similar traJe mnrk has alread~ 
lJeen registered and it is imaginal.Jle that mistakes mig·ht easily occur. If, 

011 
the other side, facsimiles of tLe trade marks woulJ be published, persons 

interested would at once inform the Colonial Government if they hud just 

cause for protesting. 
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You will ngTee with liS t.hat in the present system th01·e is room for 

improvement, and we trnst that your Committee will recommend the Colo-
• 1 G . 

ma. overnment to pass a law compelling- applicants to publish facsimi les of 

the trade marks in tended for registrat ion when giving not.ice thereof in the 

Govemment Gazette and the local papers. Apolog·isiug· for the trouble,- We 
have, &c., 

H. H. K I RCH & Co. 

The Secretary of the CHAllfllEH OF CoMMHRCE. 

HoNo Ko~ o GE NERAL CHAMBER o:F CoMMERCE, 

H oNOKO No, 21st September, 1897. 

SIR,-Since the despatch of my letter of t he ii th A twust in replv to 
0 • 

yours of tbe 29th July (No. 1 ,20G) forwarding- copy of a letter addressed by 

Messrs. iliARSLAND, SoN & Co., of Manchester, to the Rig·h t H onourable the 

Secretary of State for the Colonies complaining· of an i nfriug·ement of one of 

theit· trade marks, this Chamber hns been p•1t into possession of the detuiis 

of such. infl·ingement by Messrs. nL\ltSLAND, SoN & Co.'s local agen ts, 

Messrs. H. H. KuteH & Co. 

It appears from the lettet· of the lnst named fi rm tha t the local ag-ents 

of a llelg·ian firm npplied here to reg·ister a horseshoe label on cotton thread. 

Messrs. H. H. KrncH & Uo. at once, on behalf of the owners of this brand, 

opposed the reg-istra tion, aml successfu lly, thereafter registering· the lmllld 

locally fur l\Iesst·s. i\IARSLAND, SoN & Co. 'l'his was not nccomplishet.l, 

however, without considerable t ronule and expense, n.ud hence the a11xiety 

shown by Messrs. i\IARSLA N n, SoN & Co. to secure some amendment in the 

system of reg·istrat ion. 

.My Committee are not prepared to sugg-est any scheme of I mperial re 

gistrntion embracing- the Colonies as well as the United King·dom, ou account 

of the mag-nitude of the undertaki ng· and the gTeat attendant cost of havi ng· 

commensurate depa t·tments in each Culo11y, while at the s;une t ime it is most 

desiraule that 0\\'ners of marks fut• local trade should be able lO claim the 

protection of registration. 

'l'he preamble of Ordinance lG of 1873 leaves the impression thnt this 

Ordinance wns orig·innlly desig ned more for the protection of trade marks 

which were already registct·ed iu the U11ited Kingdom than fot· new marks 
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solely registere1l in Hongkoug, but it also covet's the latter, aud this ca~e of 

Messrs. MAHSLA ND, SoN & Oo. rnises the r1uestiou of the value of local r e-

•··istration vis-a-vis r en·ist.rution in the Uniterl Kingdom. . 
0 0 

My Committee are of opinion t.hat, altlwugh the former may be accepted 

as prim/zfacie evidence of ownership of a trade mark, it should be clearly 

laid down that reg·istration in the United King·rlom, prior to the registro.tion 

of such mark in Ifong·kong·, wouhl constitute the real ownership thereof iu 

this Colony, for the classes under which such trade mark is reg·istered, as 

much us in the U niterl King·dom, and they therefore respectfully request 

that this opinion may be submitted to the Attorney General fot• corroboro.

t.iou or otherwise, so thut it mny be formally laid down. My Committee 

would also suggest thu.t for the due protection of marks orig·inated fur local 

indnst1·ies it should be laid down that any trade mark, for the reg·istrntion 

. of which application has been made in Hongkong before the date of regis

tration in the United King·dom, should have the prior right in this Colony. 

Further, my Committee beg· to suggest thnt in all fu ture cases of re-gis

tration it he rnacle incumbent on the person effecting· such registration to 

publish illustrations and descriptions of trade marks registered, tog·eth~r 
with the usual notice in the Government Gazette as required in paragraph 

5 of Ordinance lG of 1873.-1 hove, &c., 

R. OHA'lTERTON WILCOX, Secretat·y. 

Honourable J. H. STEWART Loc KHART, Colonial Sect·etrtry. 

HoNG KONO GE~EnAL CnA:unnn OF CoMME ttcc:, 

JIO:'\ OKONO, ~lst September, 1807. 

DEAll Sms,-I have to acknowledg·e receipt of your letter of the lGth 

instant in continuation of previous cor~·espondence on tlle subject of the 

registmtion of trade marks. 
In reply, I am instructed to say that your sug·gcstiou for the g·encral 

publication of illustrations of the Tratle i\Inrks in udtlition to the ordinary 

notices published in the local papers will not be lost sig·ht of in the commu

nication now being addressed to the Government.-! am, &c., 

R. CHA'l"l'ERTON WILCOX, Secretat·y. 

Messt's. H. H. Kwc u & Co. 

[ 73] 

L 
CoLONIAL S ECRETARY's OFFICE, 

HoNO KONO, 5th October, 1897. 
Srn,-With reference to vour letter of the 21 st ultimo ren·ardino· the 

J ' b 0 

infring·ement of certain trade marks, I am directed to transmit, for the in-

fm·mation and consideration of the Committee of the Chamber of Commerce 
' the enclos~d copy of a minute by the Attorney General on the subject.-I 

have, &c., · 

J. H. STEWAR'l' LOCKHART, Coloninl Secretary. 
'fhe Secretary, CnAMDEtt or· CoMMEncE. 

J.linute by the .Attomey General. 

(I) It nppears thllt Messrs .. MAllS LAND lutve not only successfully 

opposed Messrs . .iVIEYERINK's endeavour to reo·ister in H ono·konoo the 
0 0 0 

"horseshoe" trade mat·k similar to that reg·istered, years ag-o, in England 

by Messrs. l\lAHSLAND, but have also themselves now obtained regist.ration in 

H ongkong of their mark. Had Messrs. MARS LAND registered locnlly sooner, 

it would have saved some trouble and difficulty. It is impossible for us here to 

know whether any particular mark is r egistered in Eng·land unless information 
is given on the subject. 

(2) While our local Patent Ordinance (2 of 1802) requires the applicant 

to have obtained letters patent in Eng·land before he can obtain them here, 

the Trade l\lark Ordinances contain no s imilar r equirement. 

Indeed, in many cases, local trade marks are reg·istet·ed here which 
are not reg·istered anywhere else. 

(3) l\Iessrs. fiiAnsr,AND's letter of l~th August, 1890, sug·g·ests that it 

would facilitate the sale of Dri tish manufactures if some system of reg·isu·a

tion (of trade marks) could be adopted whiclt would cover Great Britain 

and her colonies. That opens out a question of some difficulty, and the 

Chamber of Commerce, in its reply of 21st Septembe-r, 1897, den!s with it 
thus : 'I'Le Secretary writes :-

" l'liy Committee are not prepared to sugg<'st any scheme of Imperial 

registration embracing· the colonies as well as the United Kingdom, ·on 

account of the mag·nitudo of the undertaking and the g·rent attendant cost 

of having commensurate departments in each colony; while at the so.me 

time, it is most desirable that ownet·s of marks for local tt·nde should be able 
to claim the protection of (registration.'" 



[ 74] 

L 
( 4) '£hose remarks nppe&r to me very appropriate. Moreover, sect ion 

104 of the Patents Designs and Trade :\larks Act, 1883, 4 and 47 Vict. c. 

57, shows that the matte1· is not so si mple as Messrs. :MARSI.AND seem to 

suppose. 

(5) As regards the othe1· sugg·estions in the letter from the Chamber 

of Commerce, these are that it should be "formally laid down":-

(a) That, while r eg·istra tion in Hongkong may be accepted as p1·ima 

facie evidence of owne!·ship of a trade ma1·k, registration at a prior du.te in 

the United Kingdom would constitute the real ownership of' the trade mark 

in this Colony (for the classes unde1· which it is registered) as much as in 

the United Kingdom. 

(b) When application fo1• reg·istration ho.s been made in Hongkong, 

before the date of reg·istro.tion in the United King·dom, the local reg·istration 

should confer prior right in this Colony. 

(c) That illustrations and descriptions of t1·ade marlcs should be pub

lished in the Government Gazette. 

'l' he letter sug·gests that the proposition mm· ked in my minute as (a) 

should be submitted to the Attol·ney General for corroboration or otherwise. 

It would, I apprehend, require a decision of the Supreu1e Court before 

the proposition could be :' formally laid down" as correct. I may, howeve1·, 

point out that in Sebastian's work on Trade Marks, 2nd Ed., 188!, p. 1!), the 

following passage occurs :-

"Since trade marks are recognised throughout the world, and not 

merely in the mu.nnfactnrer's own cou ntry, as indicative of his ~oods, so 

that the suhjects of any coun try are liable to be defhmdetl hy goods bearing· 

an imitation of a foreign tr ade mark, and any mannfi1ctnrer is l iable to suffer 

by the forg·ery of his marks abroad, tlte rigltt of propct·ty in a trade mw·/1 is 

not limited by lcJTitorial bounds." 

I take it, the 'l'l·ade Marks Ordinn.nce (Hl of 1873) was passed, pt·ima

t·ily, to enable a person possessed of a trade mark, who wished to take 

proceeding·s in Hongkong· to protect h is rig·hts, to be able to procure the 

necessary evidence of his rig·hts by the sitttple metho(l of local registration. 

No doubt the Ordinance allowed also local reg istration of trade marks not 

registered elsewhere. 
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Dut i-n order to ohtai·n regi~t1·ation luJl'e, the applicnnt must (Ordi·nance 

~0· O'fl895) S\\'ear that he is, to the best of his belief, entitled solelv or 
. ' ... , 

.Jointly wi th som(! othe1' person named in the affid:wit., to t lw e;cc~usivc use 

of suclt Tt·aa-c Jlark. 1t is difficult to St>e how sncl1 an affidavit cnn bA 

made< hy ' ' A " when " B " is the reg·istererl owner iu Eug-land, unless "A " 

i!i nn!Twnre of the fact: nnd, if the nffidavit should be made inndvertent lv, it. 

would, as it seems to me, eow;titn te o, ~o01l ground for " c::mcelbtiou '' ~~ftN· 
r(>gistratiull (umler S'}ction 8 of the- Ordinance); that in point of fact, '' B " 

wns duly registered tn Enghud pr ior to tlw application he1·e, a.nd that, 

therefore, " A" wu.s nut ent.itled to the exclusive nse of sneh tmde mark. 

and his affidavit "'BS tnacle in erco1~,. or \Yas false. ; 

Registration here is therefore only prima facie evidence of the rig·ht to 

the trade mark, and therefore eviden.ce of a prior subsisting· 1·eg·istration in 

Englnnd would appear to me to be admissible to defeat the JWimlt fa cie p1·oof 

of the local" l'egi'.~ter. 

As regards the proposi tiou (b); thoug·h n•Jt ;:pecitic:llly su hmitted to 

me, I may say it appears to me sound. 

As reg·nrds "(c) the question of requiring· illustration:; of the tmde mark;; 

of which regist1~aHun is as.ked to be published in the Gazette with the 

nobices, this was consiJered in JSg;j when Ordinance !:0 of 18~5 \\·as passed. 

lt was thottglt~ the cost would Le considec11.ble, often reqniuing· dies to be 

sent from England aud delay in pri·nt.ing; and conside1•ing· that Victm·i11 is 

a smrul city and practically rcpt·esents Ilong·kong·, notice that the trade 

mw:ks could Le seen at the Colonial Secretary's Office would affo1•d sufficient 

fncility to those i.utm·ested to: inspect tl1e mnrks applicants Wl'l'e desit•ous of 

registering. Some of the Chin<'Se ti':Hle nuwk~, too, would ce1•tainly be 
difficult r0 rlescrihe cleurl~·· 

W. )f. GooD~MN. 

HoN<JKo:-;o GENEHAL C n ,HHJEH ()!<' Co~un:ncE, 

H o NGKONo, 10th Octohet·, 1807. 

S·nt,-1 have the honmu· to acknowledge receipt of _your !ett~r of the 

•ith instant, in continuation of correspondence on the registmtiou of trade 

lllnrks, II!Hl tot~wm~ding cnm: of 11 minute hy the Attorney General on the 
s.~'luect. 
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• 1 ·\.tt · 1 · (' ~nc t·al'o: minute. 

){ y Cnunuittec h;Lr o; c;u·efully pcru;;et< t le < Oi l C)- J'-' ~ . 

and ~r~ g·fad to find that he is in. suhstn.ntial ng ree_ment with the Chamber 

except with re.,.nrd to the publication of illnstrat.tons of the trade marks 

rc<ristered wh7ch he is of opiuiou wonld in some cases ent:1il rather he~'vy 
co: t. '111; Committee would, },owever, suggest thM, in such c_ases: n,l ' c enrf 

. 1 le\ 1 · e 1 in the nottces m u~n o 
de;;cription of t-he trade mark Itself s 1011 Je grv I 

nn engraving·.-T have. &c., 
R. CHA'l"l'l:W.TOX WILUOX, Secretory. 

l
' I£ . ll J !I STF Wci.R'l' Loc KHAR'l' , Coloninl Secretn.r~· · ' 1l onoura > c • . . •- · · 

The Question of the Dating of Bills of Lading. 

'l'lm GBNEll.AL PnonucB BnoKF.Rs' 

A sso CIATION OF LoNDON, 

I.o~no N, 13th Aug·ust, 181>7. 

~ -I beo· to t>nclofle ~·on copy of lettt>r which thi,; A8socint.ion ~1fl.l' 
•- Ilt, ::> • • • K ' d 'flte tm-

arldressecl to the Chamher of Shipping oi the U mted m~ om_- . l 

portanco of the maintenance of the int-egrity of a lJili of lnd111g: IS so I~ )~o
lutelv necessarY now thnt produce of all descriptions i~ hwgely sr~ c or, 

. " 1 I • , . '11 be <>'oorl enouo·h to bl'ing the matter prommentl) 
urrJvnl, t 1ut tru::>t ~on w1 o :, . . . 11 . l 'l'l e Chamber of Shippin" has promised tn gn e u 
before your mem >ers . · 1 · ,.., 
the assistnnce in their power to cn!T.)' out the suggestions we h~ve mn~e: 

. I ·I 11 be 0'\ad to bww whnt the VIews of ) our 
A t your convemence s tu · o ' 

Chu.mber nre on the snbjcct.- 1 nm, &c., 
If. W. PRICE, Prof;ident .. 

'l'o the Pt•csidt>nt of the C IIAMBJ<; tt Ol ' CoMM E RCE, Hong·kong·. 

::14, Mark Lane, London, E.G., 

21st July, 131>7. 

Denr Sit·,- With reference to onr letter to you of the flth instant, on 

I b inform '.·ou thnt WP. havP. ~Pen thP. 
th<> snl 1ject of hills of lnJ!in~:, cg to 

~r] .... __ ~~----------~------------------------------------------------
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chait·muu uud other mewbet·s of e-h e . Domuneucury UouunitCCtJ un•l lwve ex

plained t-O them the present ·.msatisfuc tory position buyers (l.ud seiiP.t'S of 

produce m·c placet! in by the sig-ning· and dnting· of l1ills of lading· by ship

owners, agents, and captains before the g-oods specified in the bills of lading· 

are actun.lly on buaru the vessels. 'Ve find uo one ulJle to tkfeull the prae

tice on any groulllls; Lut it is still done, and pussilJ!y , if uot 1lealt with now, 

may prove disastrous to our arrival t.rade and entirely alter the value of a 

hill of lading as a npg·ociable document. '"-' e therefot·e ask Y''u to request 

ship-owue1·s, agent s, and captains in no case to d;tte or sig·n u. bill of lading· 

until the goods ut·e on board; and I may add th;tt this A~sociati~,~n does nrJt 

recog·uise any such uocnmeut as vulit! which may be t'.muJ to have L~· r u 

dated or signed incorrectly. 

A large proportion of tlw produce u·ade is done by us fur anival, ami 

contracted for to be shipped hy a specified date; you will therefore well 

nndet·st;md how importuut this matter is, aud we hope yom Chamhet· will 

intimate to all ship-uwnet·s that they must take steps to preset·ve the inte

grity of a bill of lading ut nny co;;t. 

V{ e have been informerl that g1'eat pressure Ill sometimes pnt upon 

ships' agents :md captains to pre-dat~ their Lills of la<liog f·n· the JHH'poses 

of finance, and, although this point does not affect us direct ly. we sngg <:>s t 

thnt some othet• document, such us a 1·eceipt, or wut·elwuse keeper's wanaut, 

mig·ht he made· avnilahle for such purposes. 

I desired also to allude to the practice of sig-ning- three, four, ot' more, 

hills of lnding, which leads to trouble in dealing- with shippin :.t· documents 

for produce sold, and wltich appears to us tu be m~ neccs~:u·y . If i t~s tru ctious 
could be g·iven to ships' ag·euts and captuins tQ sig·u only tll'o, we t hink thM 

it w~uhl be sufficient, uud oppot·tunities for fraud would be minimised. 

W e desire a lso to dmw nt tention to the impor tance of specif)' ing· ou 

masters' receipts or bills of lurling· any damng·e or detective condi tion thnt 

may be apparent on g·ouds received on bom·d, no t in g-eneml terms bnt I.Jy 

s tnting munber ami, if possihle, marks of pa<:kages so da111uged. A very 

large business is curried out in the~e days on f.o.b. and cost and fi·eight 

terms1 the drunug·e ou g·oous Leiug for the uccouut of the buyer :> after sh!p

ment, hut fur seller's account if it occurs before shipment. 

We tn1st· tlwt ,''U ti ll'i ll approach all :sl 1 ip-uwu~r~ ou 1Jcl1al l' of tlw~c 
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. t ' .I if' ) ' UU re~1nire printed cvpie;; . of this comtuunicatiun 

whom we re}•··esoli ·, unu 
we shnll be happy to fhr.nish the snme.-1 am, -&c., 

lL W. PntcE, P1•esid~tit, 

Gene•·ul Produce Brokers' Association of London, 

k l·~~q., Ch:unber of Shipping of the U uitNl Kingdom, ToW. H. Coo e, • ., 
~J Whittin()'tom A venue. t ' 0 

- ·-
Ho:-;GKONO GENI>ItAL CHAMBER oF UoMillEHC£, 

HoNOKONG, Hth Octobe•·, 1897. 
• 1 tt f the !:3th Augu::~t . I berr to ucknowledo·e receipt of vour c Cl' o 

1 
;,~ u,-- . "f." lette" addr;ssed by YOIU: Association to the ·Chmnuer of 

enc oslll"' cop'· o " ' ' • " . f 1 0 
" 1 · t' f the momtenance u t w 

Sl . . f' the United Kiuo·dom on tIC ques wn o . uppmg o · o 

iuteo·ritv of a Bill of' Lading·. . 
o In .. re ·,ly I nm instructed by my Ctlllllllittce to sa.y tllut, us tlw qu.estl~n 

. ~ . 1 . . ld a})loeur at fir:;t sio·ht, heforc taking· nny aetwn Ill 
1s nut so suup e u::. won ° . . · •r I 

1 . . f discussino· it at then· next meetmo.-
the matter, they nrc < esn ous 0 • ~"> 

mu, &e., 
R. CHA'f'l'ER'l'O~ WILCOX, Secretary. 

H. w. {'HtcE, E::><h President, 
Tnl:: GI>NERAL PnoiHH.:l'! BnoKE.HS' Assvc~ATION ov LoNDDN. 

HuSGKO:SO GENI·:HAL UHAMBER oF Uo:-.lbiEIWI::, 

lloNGK:INO, 24t.h November, 189i. 

SI R,-h coutiuuation of Cl!rre~>pondeuce on the subject of m~intai.uiug· 
. . . t''"'ll· of lutlilw T am iniit\'ucte<l to say that my Comnuttee! themter,.rtt\ u ul:; o• . . 

.,·t'te•· fttt~he~· consitlcratiuu of the mutter, fed un. able to tu.kc any ucttvc sl'tep~-; 
• ·' 1 '1'1 I ave ww . lt .. t'lorl of the sv:;tem as carried on lere. wy l ' -to :;ecure au: :.1 er il J • .,. 1 

1 ud CO}Jies of the correspondence printed and circulnted amono t •e 
~wt>r, h d •· l li ·ation in the 

t. f' tl C'hnmber aud will nlso forwar same .ur pu-) t,; . 
memuers o 1e · ' 
lneal Press.--! am, &c' 

n. CHA'rl'ERTOK WILCOX, Secretary. 

n . ·' •\.ssociA'l'Io-s or' LoN·DON. ·rho Presidcut., Ur-::nmAJ. PnoDtJCE ROKERS • . 
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The Dangerous Coast of Soootra. 

Ho~GKMW GJDiEttAL CnA~num OP Co;o.nmnc~::, 

HoNGJwxn, 17th Aug-ust, l SV7. 

Sru,-1 h;tve the lwnom· to add1•ess yon, IJy 1iesil·e of my Committee, 

on the pe;·ils which at certain periods and uuJcr cer tain conditirJus beset 

navigation in the vicinit~· of' Socotm. 

The dang·erous nuture of the coast of thi:; island, which is situated ou 

oue of t•he chief t1•ade routes of the world, namely, the g·•·eat maritime hig·h

way between Europe, Inclia, and the Fa t· East, has fiJI' many yenrs l•ast 

attracted attention and at inte••vals raised !>troug apprehensions of disaster. 

The recent lamentable wreck of' the P. & 0. S. N. Co.'s Rteumship Aden on 

its const, attended as it wa;; by n deplorable loss of life and most pitiable 

suftering·s among· the smvivors. has served to arouse f•·csh notice nud to 

deepen the desire among· all those intere:;tetl in mal'itime trade to avert similar 

calamities in the f'u tu re . 

Actuated by this desire, my Committee iust•·uct tne to tll'g'e .on Her 

~lajesty's Government the necessity fiJr a comprehensive and well ·consi

dered investig-ation of the question, in order to ascertain from the light of 

experience if by any means the shores of :3ocotra can be rendered less peri

lous to shipping than is now the case. 'l'his Chamber t.herefore respectfully 

prays that the Board of Tt·ade will tnke such steps as may to them appear 

hest calculated to achieve thut most desir;1ble object.-! have, &1•.7 
R. JI. GRAY, Chairman. 

'l'he Rig-ht. Hou. C.T. R ITCHIE, Presidcut of the Board of Trade. 

Ho;o;GKONG GEXEUAL CnA:uDEH OF Cu)lMEHCE, 

H o :WKONO, 17th Ang·ust7 18H7. 
Sm,- I h:~se the lwuout· to transmit, for the information of His ·Excel

lency tlu~ Go-vernor, copy Gf a lette;• nddressed bJ this Chamber to the 

Rigllt H llll Otll'uble C. 'I'. RtTcu n:, M.P., P resident of the llonrd of Trade, 

on the subject of the dung·ers to navig-ation pt·esented by the shores of 

.Socotra.-I -have, &c., 

U. CHAT'l'BRTO:N WILCOX, Secretuq. 

The lfon. J. H. i:ITEW.Irt'l' LocKHAnT, Colon ial SecJ·ot:u·:·. 
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lltJXtlKONU GENJ:: IUL CH.UlllEH. Ul' UubDl l'IICJ::, 

HoNGKO NG, l !}th Aug·ust, 18\.)7. 

DJ>AH 8ru,-[ beg· to enclose, tor the information of your Chamber, 

copy of a letter addressed by this Chitmbet· to the Presid~nt of the liourd of 

Trade on the subject of the dangers to uavig·atiou presented by the Cilast of 

Socotra.-I am, &c., 
H. OHA.'l"l'EHTON WILCOX, Sect·etai'J'· 

Dn u ruMOND HAY, Esq., 
Secretary, SnANGUAI C HA:IIDB!l or> Co?>nn:ncl::. 

I Jenticulletters were sent to the r::iing·aporc, Yokohuma, atHI Colombo 

Chambers; also tu sC'venteen .Bt·i tish Chambers ut' Commerce. 

C nA )IHE H oF CoruMEUCE, 

SISUAPonE, 27th August, 1897. 

DEAlt Sut,-I ha,·e to ncknowletlge the receipt of your letter of 2-0th 

iustant) with copy letter of 17th idem, addressed by yotll' Chamber to the 

President of the Board of Trade on the su~ject of the dang·ers to navigation 

presented by the coast of Socotra. 
I am <li•·ectell by my Committee to thanl\ you and to enclose copy of 

their letter of 1:.\th instant to thn Government on the same subject and 

copies of enclosures therein retel'l'cd to.-1 have, &c., 
ALEX. J. GUNN, Secretur~·· 

H.. CuATTEJ~To~ \VILeox, :Etiq., 
Secrctmy, Hox~KQ!W Gt::XF.RAI. CllAllll£1! o1-· Cmunmc~::, Hon;.;-kong;. 

Cha111 ber of Commerce, 

~ing·apore, 13th August, 1897. 

Sir,-1 lHlH\ t.hc honour to g·ive Co\·et· herewith to copy of lettct·, dated 

:23rd Jnly, addressed by ~Ir. Rl1'CUII~, Acting· Agent. nt this port of the 

P eninsular and Oriental Stealll Navig·atiun Company, to this CluunlJer, iu 

which he t(Jrwards n communicntion dated :?nd July, 1807, sig·ned by the 

commanders uf' six teen steamers, all of important and well lmown Compa

nieR eng·ag·ed in the carrying· trade to Europe, urg·ing· that fin· g·reater safety 

to navig-ation a suitable lig·ht should be promptly established on the Eastel'll 

cud of the Tslaml of Socott·a. 

( X I ] 

N 
I um dit·ected to ask that His Excellenc,Y t he Governor will be pleased 

to cause the views and nppenl set forth in the conununicar.ion of the ship

masters aforesaid t.o be laid before the proper authority fot• giving· considera

tion to same; and I am instructed to add that any scheme of placing· light 

or lig·h ts on Socott•a which would be reckoned by authorities on the subject 

to ln•ing- g-reater safety to navig-ation will not. only meet with npprovn.J ot 
this Chamber, but the 11doption thereof i.q nrg·ed by it.- - I htwe, &u., 

ALEX. J . GuNN, Secretary. 

The H onomahle C. W. S. Kynner11ley, Acting· Colonial Secretary, 

Singapore. 

Penin~ular & Oriental Steam Nnvigntion Co., 
Singapore, ~3rd .July, 1897. 

Sir,-A t t.lte recptN•t of the signatories I have the honour to enclo;;e 

ti)r your consideration 1\ letter addressed to me urging· that the Chamber of 

Commerce should r epresent in the proper l}ttnrt.cr the nece~ity of prompt.!~· 

est~blishing· n powel'litl lig·ht on the Eastern enrl of the Island of Socotra.

I hnve, &c., 

(Sgd.) l~RAN'K RI'l'CHIE, Acting· Ag·ent. 

The Chairman, Sing·npm·c Cltnmher of Comnwree, Sing·a.pore. 

Sing·npore, ~nd July, 1897 . 

Sit·,- \ :V r, thfl nnrlerRigned mn.stm·s of ocean-going steamers nre desi

t•ons of drawing attention to the on•at U<lll"'er to lives and shipilino· owinn· n o o ~ 

to the non-exi5tence of a lig·ht at the East end of the island of Socotrn. 

That its establishment is ahsolntely a.nd urgently necessary is e\·idence'd b\· 

the various wrecks which have occurred t.Lere ft•om time to tim.:-, nnd ,;~ 
eam estly trust that this and the recent sad loss of the s.s. Aden with manY 

livrs will induce the n om·d of 'l'rndo to undertake this work without. fnrthe.r 
deby. . 

Owing· to the thick and rainy weather which prevails during· a consider

able part of the year, it is often impossible to obtain observations, and e\'en 

when feasible they a1·e frequently practically valueless ou account of th<1 

uncertainty of the horizon, esp1~cially at nig-ht . Erery year t he already 

enormous amount of shipping· passing the isl~md is increasing· while speed is 

being accelerated, nn~ even wit.h the most carE>ful navigat ion and the longest 

I 

I 
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' rtc n, l)seuce of this lil!.'h,t tnust a1wo.ys const i:tute 0. s.erious e:!<perioncc ' ·• " 

danger. . , l' h bhouht 
vVe would strong·ly recommend that the character of the· tg t 

. . . r f not less t lmn be a powerful flash at short int.et·vals vtstble at lt c Istance a 

25 miles. · f 
We therefore beg t:hat you will forward t.hi-s lett<>r to the f.'ha~rman o 

the Singapore OTwmbPr of Commerce recl't~sting him w forward lt to the 

propet• n-utlwrities in London to be Jen.lt wtth. 

• 

R. S. DRowN Mast.er Steamship Ufysses 

CnAs. JAcKso~ 

G. D. C. WI·:STON 

J. ~!ILLER 

WM. GARDNER 

vV. c. LYCET'r 

CJ-lAS H. KEMP 

GEo. W. Lo,~G 

.LutES ~IcG nEoon 
Tnos. Ro~.RTLETT 

E. R. DowELL 

E.G. ANDREWS 

M. R. L. PniTCHAnn· 

c. N. HANSEN 

}1'. \V. YIBER'I' 

H. W. ,ToNE>' 

" 
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" 
" ., 
,. 

" 
" 
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P1·iam 

Bombay 

.Java 

Titan 

Stentor 

Moyunr. 

T eenlwi 

Glenloch,ll 

D iomed' 

Tllfi111CS 

ilfazagon 

Cam 

Eva 

Peslwlpur 

Jfiug climr-

To Frank Ritchin, Esq ., Acting· Ag·ent, P. & 0 . S. N. Co., 

!3ing·npr•re. 

RoAim OF Tn.~DE (HARBOUR DEPAnnn:!-iT), 

i, WnnEH.\LL G .umENs, L oNDON, 8.\\' .. 

20th Scptemhet·, 1807. 

SIR -I am directed hy the lltmrd of Tmul-c to· acknowledge thee _ree~ipt. 
f . ur {etter of the 17th ultimo on the subject of tlte dnngm·s to nav.tg·nt.JJill; 

~n ~:e vicinity of the. Islo.nd of Socotra, with special refeteuce to, the ~·ccent 
I . d . rorll V I um. to stn.t.e for t.lw loss. of th~ stenmen Aden on t ltl t ooa.st. ' au ·' m , ' 1 
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N 
infot•mntio u of the Hong-kong- Chamber of Com•nerce, that tl1e matter is at 
present eng-ag·ing the attention of the Board of 'l'rude.--I am, &c., 

F. H. W. PBLHAM. 
The Chairman, GF. NER AJ. CHAMDE n OF ColiiMERCF., H ongkoug-. 

DrmnNGHA~! Cn.HIBER OF Co:lDIF.rteE, 

0I<FICE.-ExcHANGI£, NEw ST1WET, 

28th September, 18!)7. 

D EA lt SJJt,-- I beg to acknowledge the t'eceipt of yom· lettet· of tlw 
20th August, with enclosure, for which I am obliged.- - Yours, &c., 

W. F. HAYDO N, Secretm·y. 
The SrcrN:wy, D IIAliin tm OF CoMMERCE, Hong·koug-. 

THE LoNDoN CHA~I BER OI<' Co~mERCI£ 1 
DoTou •n Ho usE, EAsTCHEAr, L O:'I'DON, E.C., 

:?9th September, 18!)7 . 

DEA R S1n,- - I am in receipt of your favour of the 20th Aug-ust lnst, 

which I will lay beti.n·c the East India and China 'l'rnde Section of this 
Chamber nt its next meeting. 

The sul~j ect retin;red to in yonr lett.er to the P residen t of the DoarJ of 

'l'rade--Pet~i ls of navigation in the vicinity of Socott·a--was (under the title 

of the bettel' lig·hting of the southel'll portion of the ·Red Sen.) dealt with by 

the Section ~t its last meeting, mHl I send you herewith for your information 

copy of a letter addl··essed by this Chamber on behalf of the Section t.o the 

Sect·etnry of State for Poreig·n Aftiti rs tog·ether with a copy of l1is reply 
thereto.- -! am, &c., 

KENRIC D. MURRA Y, Sec1·etnry. 

'!'he S<>crr tnry, IIo NGKoNn C'HA ~rn ER OF Co11nmnc:E
1 

Hon0·kong-. 

J_,ondon Chamber of Commerce, 

Dotolph Tl olls<>, E astcheap, Lonrlon, E.C., 

2ith July, 1807. 
1\tly I.,ord,--I nm directed to inf(ll'ln you that the East I ndia and China 

Trade ~ect ion of this Ch:lmbrr at its lust meeting had under consideration 

the question of tlw inadPq1wte supply of lig·ltts in the Sontluwn pot•tion of 
the Red Sen. 

I 

I 

I 

i 
I 

I 
I 



--

[ 1-:4 ] 

N 
I e nclose herewi th fur your Lordship's consideration copy of n lett~r 

received by this Chamber from the Beng·nl Chumbet· ofCommerce, Cnlcuttn, 

tog·ether with copy of a lette1· addressed by that Chamber to the Secr~tary 

of the Govel'llment of lleng·nl on this su~ject. 

I um directed by the East I ncliu and China 'l'rude Section to say that 

they endorse t.he views s~t forth in th e commu nicntion of the CalcuttA\ 

Chnm uer, and express the h ope that this important matter will receive the 

careful and sympathetic attention of H.M.'s Government and that their 

influence will be exerted to obtain the desired object and thus provide for 

the snfety of the very larg-e amount of 13ritish shipping which pn~ses con

tinually through the Suez Canal and the Heel Sen. 
I understand that the B onr<l of Trade have recently tak en some nct.ion 

in connecti r,n with this matter nnd t hat the same is n ow receiving· their 

most careful consideration with a view to a sat isfac tory solution of the 

difficulty being arrived at. - -I am, &c., 
KE~RIC n. l\I unRAY, Secre tary. 

The ~lost Nohlc the ~frn'fJII~~s of SolisbHry, K.C-1-., l~oreig·n Office. 

neno·al Chamber of Commerce, 
n 

Hoyal Exchang·e Building·~, 

Calcutta, 19th ~Iay, 1897. 

Sir,-- ! mu dit·rc ted by the Committee to address you with ret'tlrence to 

the nrg·ent necessity which has lo:tg· existed fot• addit ional lig h thouses in 

the lower por tion of the Red Sen. The subject is l;y no means a new one, 

as t1te want has been long· acknowledg·ed and furciblc a ttention has been 

drawn to it ft·om time to time whenever a casualty has occurred. The Com

mitt-ee understand that a short Liute ago the Briti:;h A.mbassaclot• o.t Constan

tinople issued a circuhw to tlte r epresentutivps of the Great Powers inviting· 

their co-opero.~ion in n j oint representation to Turkey pressing for a11thor ity 

to construct lig hts in the reg·ion re ferre<l to. The Commi ttee are without 

infi.Jrmat ion as to wltether any results of a pro.ctical nature luwe followed 

from this circuhw, but they ventme respectfully to submi t that it is almost 

impossible to overrate the necessity fur some speedy action being· to.ken in 

the interests of t he yearly increasing· amount of shipping· which finds its 

wny thro11gh th~ Rr.rl Srn to Tndin, Chinn ~ and Anst rn lin. The co11rse 
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pursued b,v vess~ls either dowuwan ls or upwards tiH'Oll"'h t· l ]• cl S . 
,· 1 d . o te 1 6 ea 1:; 

" l l-tout ou. Lt one of the most dang·erons in the wodd, ... , 1111 c111• l " 1' nearly nine 
mndred miles thel'c are no l ig-hts whatever for the n·uidance 'J'I c · o of lll;<t·i uers. 

Je .~ommlttee feel thnt it is not necessary to enter in to an'' rlet" 'l l t 
tl · r Id 1 . · ' • " as o 

1e mam10 < ann·crs of the passuo·e ns tl L o • n , • tese nmst ue accurately known to 
the mm·ine au thorities. 

.., T l · · . ...,,- - te matter IS assummg· addi t ional impo t·tnnce ut the present time 

owmg to t he approachi1w t·enewal of the p "' 0 ·1 ·. 
. . " • , x, • mm coutmct wluclt 

provides fol' a consu:l craole i net·case in S[Jeed ·tnd . I ' . . . . . . . · ' consequent y tends to 
mctease the nsk winch IS ah·eaclv run ov the stc . .· . . " • nmets Oil mo· to tlte ahseu ce 
of hg·hts. 'l'he upper portion of t he Red Sea I . . 1 " 

IV I Cl e t le course pnrslleU O.)' 

v.~ssels runs close to the Eg·yptiau s hore i;; nh·cady fairly well ]n·uvided with 

hg·hts, aJ~d th~ C~mmittee a t·c nnn.ole tu renlise that any substan tial d itli ct;l ties 

can posstb!J he In the way of treating- the son them pot•tiou of tlte ll I S 
. I . ..,00 . e< en. 

WJt 1 Its :., miles uf shortls nnd islands iu o. si mi lar mannet·. 

~ n nny case the mattet· ill one wlticb appears to call for pr0mpt a nd decidell 

actl~n on the part of the British Government , as the great major i t y of vessels 

pass11Jg- throug·h these waters carn ' the B t·itish Fl" •. '1'1 C . . . .; "'o· w omrmttee 
therefore chrect me to request that Lhe Government of Deno·al nfte · . . . o ' , l' gJvllJu· 
the matter due constderat ion, will move the Governme nt of I ndia to n~;k th: 

S:cretary of ~ta~c to take such s teps as may be consiJei·ed desiro hle with a 

VIew to est:tohslung· a comple te s ,·st em of lio·ht'- ous · tl . 1 · 
of the He<l Sea.-I have, &c., 

• <> u es In te sont 1ern port1o11 

, , \V. PA nsoNs, SecretarY. 
Io the Secre tmT tu the (;overnmcut of llen,.·d ~I· .· D • • n ' , • a11 ne epartment . 

Foreign Oflice, 

. 4 th Aug·ust, 18$17. 
. S1r,--In reply tu your ietter of the :27th ultimo with re"·nr(l t o dtc 

IIJUdeqnatc supply of lights in t he southern p1wt of t he Hed Sea r"'am tlirectcd 

by the l\Iarq~tess of Salisuury to s t;\te to you fu t· t he i nformation uf the LotHiou 

~hmn~er o.f Commerce that the mattct· has been receiving- the cnreful 
,Jttentxon of H ex· l\Injesty 's Government. 

. I<'unds have. alren.:'ly oee u accumula ted Ly the Egyptian Gnr erumcn t 
fur the cons tructiOn of ne w lio·hts in t he 0 ecl ~en It 1 t ~ o 1.• '-' , . tas no as .Yet heen 
ound pos8ilJle to come to a n,· a rrnn::rement fur th" er·ect1'on .; ~ " of these lig·hts, 

~~------------------------~~~~--------------------------~ 
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~vhich would be situated on Ottoman territory on the ea.::; tern side of the H.ed 

Sea, aud the question of employing· lig·htships is be.ing· considered, one of 

which would be st;\tioned on the Mocha Shoal.--I nm, &c., , 
GiwH<.n: CunzoN. 

0 
The Recog·nit ion of Br itish Businesses establish ed 

prior to opening of port . 

HoNGKOXn, ith Angn~ t, 189i. 

Sm _ w 
0 

enclose copy of lette1· thlted 2G~h July las t ft·om the British 

Consnla:e at Shashih by which you will see that :'IIr. CLr::-<NELL says that 

without nirther inform~tion he does not feel authorized in insisting· 011 the 

reco(Ynition of our business there as a British one. 
"' 11 1 · tl · non treat\' 'l'he shops in the cit.y of Chang·sha as we . a,; t wse 111 o Iei - · • 

"w t " ( ~ 1=10 t:C ) arc our own branch 
ports displaying the uame of a son J(.Q l:J!.. Y'. . . 

1 
·es It 1·s ti'tle that the business in Sho1sluh has e:osted under s tOpS 01' agenCI · ' , 

Chinese manag·ement for nearly D years, hut it does not alt~r the ~act th~t 
it is part of our business. .Metlicine-ve lllling·, unlike othet: k101~S of tt·ade Ill 

China, is appreciated by the Chinese themsclve:;. The tes tunomals pr.esented 

to us uy the authorities are sufficient proof of this. . W'l. do uot tl:mk the 

local authorities will <lnestion the rig·ht of om rcg•stermg ourseh es as a 

British firm in Sh~shih now that the pot·t is open, they having long kn~wn 
that. the business is owned by an English Finn. The object of our a.p~tl y~ng 
for registration now is that we may enjoy tlH! sa.mc privilege as other foreign 

mcrchau ts in the pttymcnt of le kin tax, &c. . . 
Onr branch shop in 'farusni had not been reg·istercu at the Brttish ~~u-

snlatc bcfot·e the invasion of the J apuncse and yet dming ~he wa•: the Bnt~sh 
Consul there recog·uised it as part of om bnsiness ami afforded 1t prutectwu 

iu the sawe manner as the other European firms. . . . 

''~ would ask x·ou to be o·ood enough to fu.vour us With your ad vtce m 
r e .; o f'b' 

this matter, and we should be g-lad to tcnow whether in the event o Jts emg· 

ueccssary we ea.n count upon the support of the Chamber of Commerce-Vv c 

have, &c., A. S. WATSO~ & CO., 
per JOHN D. IH.IMPHREY:S & SO~. 

The Secretary, CHA)lllER OF CommucE. 

' 

)lis-Sent 

No. 10. 
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British Gonsuh~te, 

Shashih, !3Gth J uls, 1807. 

Genti.emeu,- -In reply to your letter of the :lr.l instant, handed to me 

a few days ago by Mr. FuNG CauNG-HANG ( %~ {r\1 ft ), the manager of 

your business at this port, I beg t~ inform you that I have communicateu 

its contents to the Chinese Authorities. 

A business under yom name has, I believe, existed in Shashih for about 

15 years,· under Chinese mana.ge111ent. I apprehend that neithe1· the 

appointment. of a. new manu.p;er not· the opening of the port to foreign trade 

is in itself sufficient to altP.r t he national character of an already existing· 

establishment. 

I nm informed that yom name is displayed as a shop sig·u by vendors 

oftoreig·u drugs, etc., in many Chinese cities,--e.!J., Chaug-sha--which are 

uot open to forcig·n tra.tle, and r do nut see n.t present how your esta.blish

meut at Shashih can be 1·ecog·nised as a British firm without raising- two · 

que:stions : (1) its nationality befo1·c the port was opened; (2) the nationality 

of similar establishments in places which are not treaty po1·ts. 

I do not therefore feel authorir.ed, without fnt'ther information, in insist

ing upon the recognition of your business here as a British one.--! am, &c., 

w. J. CLENNELL. 

Messrs. A. S. Watsou & C.:o., Limited, Hougkoug·. 

HoNGKOXG GEsEitAL CnAlJHEit o~· Co)DIEIWE, 

HosGKONr;, 16th August, 1897. 

DEAR Srn,--I have to acknowledge receipt of your letter of the 7th 

instant enclosing· copy of a letter from the British Consular Hepresentative at 

Shashih relative to your request for 1·eg·istration of your branch at that port 

us a British firm, and in which he does not seem inclined to insist on the 

recog·nition of y our business as a British one without further information. 

In reply to your request for advice in the matter, my Committee have 

much pleasut·e iu sugge~ting· that, as the best way out of the difficulty, you 

should apply to the Consul-Genct·a l at Shang·hai for full in tormation ns to 

your rig·hts anti how they may be aft'ectctl by reg·istration, or, if you would 

prefer such a com·se, the Chamber will address to Si~· NrcH,~LAS HA:iNEN 

th e necessary inqnil'ies.-l am, &c., 
H.. CHA'fTERTON WIJ.,COX, Secretary. 

Messrs. A. ~. W AT SON & Co. 
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HoNGKuXG, lit.h August, Hl!Ji. 

DEAR Sin,-In reply tll yours of lGth instant we should he mtwh 

ol.Jlio·ed if the Chamber would adurcss to Sit· NICHO LAS HANNEN the ne-
" cessary inquiries.--vVe are, &c., 

for A. S. W ATSOt\ & Cu., Vrn., 
E. K. CHAN DLER,' for Scct·etary. 

The Secretary, HoNGKO~G GE:-~ERAL CHAMBER Ol' CoMM tm c:E, 

Ho~nKOXG GE:-iEltAL Cn,urnrm OF CO)DIERCE, 

H oxGKONG, 19th August, 1897. 

S1n,-A. case has been submitted to this Chamber for advice a.nd sup

port, the facts concerning which I beg- bt·iefly to place before you. 

~Iessrs. A. S. W ATsON & Co., Limited, of H ongkong·, in addition to 

their 1Jrancbes in various Treaty Ports of China and J apan, and Manila, 

have agencies or l.Jmnchcs, under Chinese manngeinent, in maaty ports ancl 

cities in China not open to for eig·n t-rade. These establishments are known 

to nnd approveLI by the native officials, who, we arc told, appt·eciate fo t·eig·n 

drugs. The firm have had a branch under a Chinese manng·et· at Shnshih 

for some fifteen years, but as the port has, nndet· the Treaty with Japan, 

become a treaty port, they now desit·e to reg·ister it ns a British firm at the 

British Consulate, in order that they may enjoy the same priv il eg·es as othe1· 

foreign merchants in the payment of lekin, &c. 

Mr. Cr,BNNEI.L htlS, however, in reply to l\l esst•s. W ATSON & Co.'s 

application for regis tmtio n, replied that he cannot recog·nise, without fur

tltet· information, t heit· branch as n British fi t·m without raising two rlues

tion, viz.:- . 

" ( l ) I ts nationality before the port wus opened. 

"(2) The nationality of similar establishments in places which are 

not treaty ports," 

and that therefore he C<lnnot i11sist upon recog·nition of the business as n. 

British one. 
~Iy Committee llo not know what further information was expected, 

hut they are inclined to tht.~ opinion that the previous existence of ~l essrs. A. 

S. Vv ATso:-r & Co.'s branch at Shashih withont declaring its nationality neerl 

not (now that Shashih has become an open port) prejudice it from being 

registered as a British business; and, with reg·ard to the second contention, 

---~----------------------------------------~~~~ 
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it seems unnecessm·y to raise it at all so lono· as i\Iessrs A S W ~-

' o • ' · · · . ATSON l~ 
Co. are willing· to take the risk of interference by the Authorities in non
treaty places. 

I am instructed by my Committee to ask you to be g·ood enou,.h to 

g·ive this question yonr considerat!on, and to kindly fi1rnish them witl~ your 
opinion on the points nt issue. • 

'l' . I rustmg· t utt you mny be able to afford to Messrs. A. S. W ATSON & 

Co. the same protection at Shashih as that to which they are entitled ns a. 

British Firm in a.ny other Treaty port of China,-- I have, &c., 

• T R CHATTERTON WILCOX, Secretary. 
To Su· N lCIIOLAS HANNE);", u. n. M.'s Consul-Geneml, Shanghai. 

II. B. :M. CONSULATE· Gt.:NERAL, 

SnANOHAI, 25th Aug11st, 1897. 
Srn,-I beg to acknowledg·e receipt of your Secretary's letter of the 

19th instant., asking· tor my opi!lion with reg·ard to the status of a brnnch of 

the firm of A. S. WATS ON & Co., LTD., under Chinese manog·ement at 

Shashih and its rig·ht to pt·otecLion as a Dritish fil'Cn. 

'l'he Consulate at Shnshih is subordinate to that of Ichnng-, and if you 

take exception to the views of the Acting- Consul at Shashil1 vou should . in 

the first instance, address yolll'self to the Consul at Ichnug, w.ho, if hP. i~ in 

any doubt, would probably refer the question to Her Majesty's l\Iinister to 

whom yon have, of course, the t·ig·ht of appeal. 

Reg·•·etting- that it is not in my power to a3sist \'On in this matter -r . ' 
am, &c., 

NICHOLAS T. HANNEN, Consul-General. 
The Chairman, Ho~ur.:o:o~ c; GENERAL CH.UIUER OF CommncE. 

Ho:-<GKONG GENERAL CnAmn:n OF Co)IMERCE, 

HONGKONG, 7th September, 1897. 

Snt,- A question having- been submitted to this Chamber l.Jy Messt·s. 

A. S. W ATSON & Co., LTD., of t his Colony, arising out of the refusal of 

H • .M .'s Consular Ag·ent at Shnsl!ih to registet· thei r bmnch nt that pot·t, a 

lctt~r wns, on the 19th ultimo, addressed by this Chamber to H. B. !lf.'s 

Consul·Genernl at Shang·hai, stating· the facts, nsking what furthet• infor·mn

tion Wfl<: required from thP fit·m, ~nrl l.Jeg·g·iug· him to protect thf!ir interests 
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at Shns.hih. In reply, Sir NrcHOLAS HANNEN pointed out that., the Con

sulate at Shnshih being· snbor·dinate to that of I chang·, the vropet; course 

would b e to addt•ess the Consul at Ichang· on the subject, ami. that if the 

latter were in any doubt he wonld probably refet• the mattet• to your Ex

eellency, to whom the Cluunbet· has rig·ht of appeal. !;eeing·, however, that 

the Consular Representative at Shashih is also Uonsul at Tchn.ng, my Com

mittee, in order to save time, take the liberty of bl'inging· the fl\cts to yom 

.notice direct. 

Bt•iefly, they at·e ns follows: l\Iesst•s. A. S. WATSON & Co., LTD., of 

Hongkong, who llave had a l)l'anch establishment at Shn.shih fot· some fifteen 

years undet· Chinese manag-ement, npplied on the 3rd July to the British 

Consular Representative to register the business in the Consulat.e as n 

British firm. Mr. CLENNELL demurt•ed to this on the g·t•otmd t.hat the 

recognition of this branch would raise the question of its nationality before 

the port had been opened and also that of similar estt~.blishments owned by 

the firm in other places which are not 'freo.ty Ports. He could not, there

fore, wit.hout further information, nccede to theit· request. 

l\Iessrs. A. S. WATSON & Co. contend that these agencies in non-treaty 

ports exist with the knowledge nnd sanction of t.he Chinese Ant.horities, an1l 

that their branch at Tnmsni, though not reg·istersd at the British ConsulntP., 

wns recognised :md pt·otectecl by the British Cons.nl dming the Jrrpa.nese 

invas ion. Their object in asking· for reg·istration nt Shashih is that they may 

enjoy the smne pri1•ileg·~s as other foreig-n fil-ms in the payment oflekin, &c. 

l\ty Commi ttee nre at a loss to know what further information is desirc~d. 

If it be necessary that the ch::l.l'g·e of the business shonlrl be entmsted to n 

Br.itish subject before registrt~.tion is granted, the objection wonld he in

tellig·ible, but tbis point does not seem to have been raised. So far as the 

nationali ty of the firm's branches nt non-treaty places is concet·ned , it would 

seem to my Committee that if Messt·s. A. S. W A TSoN & Co. n.re content to 

take the risk, th~tt question need not affect the present case. 

•rrnsting· that yolll' Excellency will see yom way to ext<'nd to this Bri

tish firm of trnders the sr~me protection at Shushih that branches of the sn.mc 

house reeei ve in other Treaty Ports,-I ht~.ve, &c., 

R. i\f. GHAY,Chairman. 

':l'o His Excellency Si-r Cr.Aung MACDoNALn, K.C.:ILG., 

H. B. ~'I.'s :Minister in Chinn. 

[ n J 

p 
Transit Passes for Kwei-lam. 

Trm IIo:o;oKONG Drsr•ExsAnY, 

fiONGKONG1 30th July, 1897. 
DEAn S m ,-We should feel oltlig-ed if you could inform us as to the 

best, way to tak e ou t. transit passes for Kwei Lam. 

Defore Wuchow WfiS declared fin open pot·t transit pn.sses conltl l•e 

taken out at the Canton Custom H ouse, but as there is now a Custom Honse 

at Wnclww perhaps they mig·ht be obtn.ined there. 

Woul1l snch a tl'flnsit pass entitle g·oods to- pass free of lekin to Kwr i 
J.am ? 

Awaiting· the t:wom· of yotu· reply,- W c nre, &c., 

A. S. W A'rSON & Co., LTo. 

per JOHN D. HUM PHREY8 & SON. 
R. C. Wn.cox, E~q., Secretary, Ho~GKONG Crcorrn:R OF Com!ERC~>. 

HoNGKONG GENERAl, CHAMnEn OF Colnir-:ncE, 

H o.:-<mm:w, :lOth July, 1897. 

DBAR Sru,-In reply to yom letter of this date, I understand that 

Tt·ansit Passes can be taken ont n.t Wnchow the sn.1~1e as "t C t 1 t 1 · • • , .. an on, J ll t us 
must bn done by a duly gualifie1l ag·ent of the sh ippet·, anti Wnchnw beiuo· 

a new port. it is particnl:u·ly necessary that nil detn.ils shonlu be Cflrefnll ~ 
attended to .. . 3It·. GnAY will he plense1l to give any information 011 the snl.je;t 

per;;onally, tf your r t>presentative will call npon him. 

'l'rn.nsit pflsses en title g·oods to pnss ft•ee of leki n to their place of des
tination.-T am, &c., 

H. CH A.'l"l'E··R'rOt'.l \''If C 
Messrs. A. S. WA TSI)X & Co., L·rn. 

• 1' '• • .. OX, Sec t•etnry. 

Q 
The Gove1•nment Piers Committee. 

No. 1811. Cor.osrA.r. SECLtE'l'ARY'x OFFIC'E, 

HoxmmNG, 19th Novembct·, 1H97. 
Srn,-I nm dircctetl t o inform yon that His Excellcucy the Go\'ernor 

proposes to appoint a Oommittee tu consider and report on the position ant! 

arrangement of Onvm·nment piet·s, nn1l to r~qnest that the Chnm hm· of C'om-
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merce will he good cuongh to nominat.e a reprcseutati>e lio set·,·e on such n 

Committee. 
'l'he othet• proposed members arc: the Director of Public Works, the 

Hnrl>om· "M:astet·, the Snperiuteudt~nt of the Peninsular and Oriental Steam 
Navigation Company, and Mr. Grr,r.ms, MarmgeL' of the Hongkeug and 

Whampoa Dock Company.-! hare, &c., 
J. H. STEWART J,OCKHART, Colonial Hecretary. 

The Secretary, CHAMBER OF Co:mum<'E. 

HO);GKO"'G GENlmAL 0HAMRElt OF co~ntimCE, 
HoNGKONG, i/?,l'(l November, 18!17. 

Rm,-1 beg leave to acknowledge receipb of your letter stating thab His 

Excellency the Governor proposes to appoint a Committee lio consider and 
report on the position and arrangement of the Go,·ernment piers, and request

ino- this Chamber to nominate,~ !\.:presentative to sen·e on such Commibtee. 
<> I now ban) the honour to inform yon that M:r. N. J. EuF. has been 

nominated to represent the Chamber of Commerce, and, if His Excellency the 

Governor is pleaseLl to. o.ppro\'e the nomim\tion, Mr. E.oE is prepared to serrc 

on tile Committee.- - ! htn·e, &c., 
R. CHATTER'1'0N WIT.,COX, Secret.ary. 

To Honourable .T. 11. S'L'E\\'An:l' LOCKHART, Colonial Recretat·y. 

R 
Alleged Official Interference w ith trade in Kwangsi. 

1. Y wroRTA Yn:w, KowLOO'S', 
l~Oth November, 1897. 

D};,m Rm,--I shall be greatly obliged if yo:1 will bring the following 

facts to the notice of yom Committee. 
In July and Angnst last I visite1 the coalfields of North Kwangsi with 

the object of finding ont whether the co:1l was valuable as a fncl and if LuanS'-

port was practicable to the West River. 
In Septe~nhcr I returned ancl at a. fasotu·able s-pot for tran~port pnveh~sed 

l1i quantity of about 150 tons. fov carrh\g.e to Chnton a.nd Ilougkong, dep&si-tiug 

n part of the pnrchnsr money: but being attacked with n~uc I hnrl tf.l t:('tnr.n 
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to Hougkoug, but l~ft Ill)' interpreter (Mr. 1\f. C. ~HI HAZB~>) at the !Jlaee to 
anange for sh~pment aod oo see ·propeL' delivery. :Mt·. SHIU,\ZEE has now 
returned and t·eports :-

'l'hc man Ho CKlNG Ua~<:oxr; and his "·ife have h<'en arrested and taken 
to Fu Cbnen and imprisoned and the .money deposited has been returned iuto 
his hands; the pretext mnde is that &he mau w.ts selling coal whiuh dicl not 
belong to him. · 

'l:o n:y own knowledge thi~ man h::vl hJcn selJi.ng coal openly since July 
to var1ons buyers, u.nd front information-given h~ Jwl been doing so for a Ion··· 

time back. 'l'hc Magistrate at Fn Ulmeu, whom I saw iu August, mcut,ionc~ 
the fact that thi~ particular man was scllinp; coal and said -he hoped I should 
buy a large quantity so that, t,he p~ople woulu lHwc more motw>. 

l<'urthor, the purchase wa~ made and deposit p.aiu to tl~c wifu of Ho 
~HING Cm:o:-w in the presence of the beauman of the place where the pits arc 
Situated, nnd th~ headman expressly stated that the coal sold 1ms the sellm·'s 

property, and that as Ho 0HrNG CHEOXG was freiJneutly absent ·llis wife car
ried on both the mining and selling of coal dming his abscnc~. 

S ~\fter the arrest the people refused to have anything to do with l\Ir. 
• Hili..A.ZEE, or eren to 0c seen speaking with him. 

I have nlso l:easu.n to oe.:lic\·e th:lt the pcuple lHt\"C been notified that they 
cannot sell anytlung for export out of the pro\•ince, with especial reference to 
tr.incmls. 

This is undoubted ly an attempt to pre,·cnt direct intercourse betwe<'n the 
the natives and foreigners in contravention of treaty rights. 

I have reported the matter to H. B. M.'s Consul, (,.'anton, with an inti
mation that a clai m for actual loss entailed will be sent iu, nnd I would res
pectfully ask that my complaint be backed up by a rcprest::ntation from the 

ChambcL' of Commerce, a~> the action of the Fn Chucu ~[agistrate, if unrc

versed and unchecked, would effectually sto~;~ nuy exploitation of the ~oal 

d.epo~its of North Kwaugsi, whereas if left free from meddlesome and oppres
SIVe mterfereucc by the otlicials, the natural development of the coal and iron 

d~posits might prove of immense advantage to the locality and to the iudus
tnes of Hungkong. 

Trusting to hear from you in due comse,--1 mu, &c., 

FHAXK W. WATTS. 
'l'h '-! 'I' e "ecrctary, llB 1-foXGJ<OM< C.ua:UilBR OF CommncE. 
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HU:\ti-.1\.U~lT (; t;~BllAI. UH.Hillt:ll Ol .. OOIDll::lWI::, 

HoNGKONG, 1ilth December, 1897. 

Sm --This ChamlJcr has received from Mr. P. W. WA'rTs a statemcuL 
' in which he complains of maudarin interference, and consct1neut loss, in the 

attempt to carry on an export business from Kwangsi. 
Driefiy the complaint is as follows:-In September last Mr. WA'l'T:5 pur

ch;tscd about 150 tons of coal in Northcru Kwnugsi from the owner of the 
mine, a man na.mcu Ho CHING Cut:ONG. Aftet· depositing a portion of Llte 
purchase mouey wi~h the owner's wife, 'i\fr. WATTS, who was suffering from . 
an attack of ague, lefL his interpreter to make arrangements for the trnnsport 
of the mineral to lloogkoug. ShorLiy after the departure .of Mr. WAT'l'S, we 
are informed that Ho Um NG Cn.~::oxo and his wife were arrested and thrown 
into prison at Fn Chnen, on the pr(ltext that he was selling coal that did not 
belong to him. Mr. WATTS statc:s that the man had prc\'iously hcen sellin~ 
coal openly since J nly to 1•arions buyers, and had been doing so for a long 
period. He also says he ]!as reason to believe that the Mti,·cs have b<~en told 
that they could not sell anything for export out of the province. 

This appears to be a quite unjustifiable interference, anu calculated to 

prejudice any similm· uttempts to extend trade in the Two Kwnug, antl as 
such calls for immediate protest. I understand that Mr. W AT'l'S has reported 
the case to you and sent iu a ch\itn for nctnalloss sustained by the action of 
the local anthoritits; and so far as this Uhmnbcr ean judge, from the p1·inu~ 
facie eYidence before it, he has au undoubted grievance, which my Comtnit.tcc 
trust. you will use your influence to reclt·css, not. only on the score of the luml
ship cutaileu in the present instauct:, but nh;o with a Yicw to checking such 
official interference bctwct!u purchaser and seller in the futnrt!.-I buvt!, &c., 

R UHAT'l'EH.TOX WIWOX, Secretary. 

Unw:-; l ha:XAN, Bs h <·.~t .c :., JLB.i\L's Uonsnl , Canton. 

II. B. ::\1.';; Coxsri .AT J::, 

CA:\TO~. 14th Decemucr, 1897. 

t\m, - 1 beg to acknowledge receipt of yonr letter of the 13th instant. 
I ba\'e already brought Mr. W.n•r:-;' complaint to the notice of the Vice

roy and reqne~~ed him to call on the local officials for an explanation. 
I learn from Her Majesty's Cousnl at Wnchow that. there is an iucrens

iug export lmdc under trausi t ccrWicates in the Kwangsi proYincP, so that I 
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expect to hear that Lhe oustt·uction placeu in Lht: way of ;\lr. W A.T'l'fl is dne to 
some other cause than a desire to prohi bit nat,i,·e produce leaving the pru\' ince. 
-I a.m, &c., 

BYRON HRENAN', Coosul. 
TLe Chairman, llu!'WKONG GJ~~EitAL CnA~Il.IJ::J: OJ.' Co)DU:RcE. 

Uo~WKONG GENEH,\L CnA~IBER OI" Co)DIErtl'J' ' 

HoxGKONG, loth Decemuer, 1897. 

DJ~Alt Sm,-1 hu\'c to acknowledge receipt of yom· letter of t he aoth 
ultimo complaining of the action of the officials in North Kll'angsi and asking 
t.his Chamber's support in your represt!ntations to t,hc British Consul at Canton. 

In reply, I am instructed to s:ty that yom· letter has been consiucr<:d by 
my OommiLtee an<l communications op:meu with H. B. M. 's Consul at Unnton, 
ft·om whom a reply was recei,·cd vesterday statirw that the matter is rcccivin<T 

w ~ 0 

his attention.-! am, &c., 

'l'o F. 1V. WATT;.;, ESIJ. 

R. UtL\'l''l'ERTO N WILCOX, ~ccrt!tary. 

1, VwTonu Vn;w, 

Kowr.ooN, 28th December, 1897. 

D.tag Sm,-I take the present opportunity of offering my siucere thanks 
to the Chamber for theit· support of my applicntiou to H. B. l\I.'s Cousul ut 
Canton, and of enclosing a copy of bis reply on receipt of my claim for ex
penses incurred, also a copy of the claim itself. 

In :Mr. BYaox Bt~l-~AN'::; reply to the Cham ber, as published iu the Cltinrr 

11lail of December 23rd, he remarks:-" I lcam th:~ t there is an increasing 
export trade nndcr transi ~ certificates in the Kwaugsi province, so Lha~ I expect 
to hear, &c." 

Presmnauly ~fr. UJti::~AX mns~ be rt!fcrri ng to some r.asscs taken out at 

Wuchow for cargo exported thence per steamer, as I believe no Chinaman has 
yet been daring enough to take a pass out for goods exported in native craft. 
Between the coalfield and the West Ri 1·cr there a. re three leki n stations, at 
neither of which has a twusit pass c1·cr been prcscnteu; in fact, the Chinaman 
who attempted to initiate such a course of proceeding would be bold to rash
ness.-I am, &c., 

}'R.A~ K \\;.. WATTS. 
'l'he Secretar:·, lloNu lH>NG GENF.HA J, CH .UUH:n OF Co~r:\JEHCE. 
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ll. U. :L\1. ·~ 0on~ulatc, 

Canton, ~2nd Dece111her, 1 8~Ji. 

Sm, -In r~::vly to yonr lettet' of thP. :lOth in:>tant I beg to state Lhnt -at 
present I do not feel justified in presenting uuy claim on your behalf to the 
Chi nese Authorities. Should it eventnally appear that the Fn Uhnenl\iagistrate 

acted improperly and thereby caused yon loss, the amonnt to be elaimed as 

compensation c1.U then be taken into consideration.-! am, &c., 
Bnw~ Brn:SAX, Uousnl. 

F. W. w·at.Ls, Esq., Kowlo:m. 

IIONGKOXG GE:s~: ttAL Cn .. utmm 1W Uo.IDt t:nc~:, 

HoNm\ONO, 19th J annor,r, 1 ~98. 

Hm,-1 beg le,n-c Lo acknowledge . receipt of yom letter of the i8th 

ultimo enclosing copy of the reply of 'Mr. Cousul lhtENAX to your application 

and copy of the claim itself. 
:My Committee note y.onr remarks with refcrcucc to po!isi ule trade nndct· 

tn:ws(t pass from North Kwangsi. 
Pendillg resnlt of the inquiries now being matle hy H~:r Bri t;annic :Ma

iesty's Consul, however, ·they arc unable to mo\"c fnrthct· in the n~atter.-1 

nm, &c., 
IL Ul:I:\.'l"l'ERTON WILCOX, Secretary. 

s 
Fro.posal t-o levy a Poll tax on ImmigTants in 

Straits Settlements. 

IIoxGIWXl;, 8th May, U!H'i . 

l> EAil. Srn,-Wc desire to draw the attention of the Chamber to a Bill to 

he iutrodnccd into the Singapore Legislative Council enti tled "An Ordinance 

to provide l"nnds fot· the Building of Immigrants' Examination Dep6tl:l.'' It 

is proposed to make the owners ot· master of any Ycs;;el lauding Chinese 

responsible for a t :LX of one dollar per head. This is a most objectionable 
proposal, and · is being stt·ongly opposed, we understand, by the Singapore 

Clmmbcr of Commerce. 1t would be virtually a tax upon shipping, ksides 
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s 
wing a uirech n.btack upon !tile free-port status of the neighbouuin.g 0olony. 
For these reasons, we think the subject has only to be hronght to the notice of 
the Cham·ber here for a prompt and vigorous pro!iesb to be made in the proper 
quartet·. 

We send yon herewi th copy of the Strait.s Settlements Gm:ernment 

Gazette of 15th Apl'il, 1897, from which pa.rticnlars can be gathered.- WC> 
at·e, &c., 

BUT'l'ERFIELD AND flWIR E. 
The Sef~l'e t.ury, Ho~G~<:ox~;. C+ENEn.u . CliAmmn OP Comn:uc~: . 

IlnxGKONG GBNERAL CnA~IBEil OF Go~otEncE, 

HONGKONG, 21 st Mny, 1'~97. 

Sm,-By direction of my Committee, I have the honour to hand you 

duplicate copies of a letter addressed to t he Government of the Scmits Settle

ments on the pt•oposal to levy a capitation tax on immigl'Unts for the purpose 
of raising fnnds wherewith to defmy the cost of building Examination Sheds, 
nnd to ask His Excellency the Oovet•nor no kindly cause- such letter to be 
transmitted to Ringnpore.-I have, &c .• 

R. Cli£A.TTERTON WILCOX, Secretary. 
Hem .• T. If. STJO:W.\ll'f Loc KH AnT, Colon ial Recretnr.v. 

Irox•H\ONG El-EXERA:T. Cr:LDI&.ER Oh' Go.:u:I£KiteE; 

H oNGKONG, 21st NPt~y, l8t.l7. 

l:im,-Thc nttention of my Committee has heen called to a Bill to he 
introclncecl in the Legisfati,·e Council of che Straits Settlements to pro\'ide 

funds for the erection of Immigrants Examination Hupots, wh<•re!Jy it is pro

posed to ]e,·y 11: tax of one dell;tr on evei'Y male adult; Chinese imrui .,.ra.nt such 
0 , 

lax to be paicl hy the owner, agent, or master of the vessel by which he arrives. 

I am instrncted tO' point ont that this measare, if passed· into law, would 
be virtually a tax npon shipping; that it would dept·ive tl\e· ports of the 
l:itt·aits Settlemeuts of their statns ns free ports; and that it would be an 

injustice to shipownci'S in this· Colony, because a portion of the cosh of the 

depots will thns hare to be home by them aud' not hy those in whose interests 
the shci!s are to he ct·cr.tto. 



[ 98 J 

s 
My Committee trust, therefore, that His Excellency the GoYernot' will 

reconsider the proposal to levy a capitation tax on immignmts and endeavotn' 
to find some other means, fairer in its incidence, of l'<'ising fnnds; for the })1'0-

vision of the proposed Ex.tmination Depots.-! have, &c., 
R . CHATTF.UTON WJLCOX, Secretnry. 

To Hon . .J. A. Rwettenham, ('.)r.n., Colonial Secretary, Strf\its Rettlements. 

No. 976. 
·cor,ONI.H. s~:c:RgT.\RY's On·JCE, 

HoNC1KONG, 18th Jm10, 1897. 

Rm,-With reference to yonr lett-er of the 21st nltimo relati~e ~o the pro
posal of the Government of the 8traits Settlements to le\'Y ~ capttati.Oll tax on 

Cl · I : "nts [ "rn clirectcd to transmit, for the mformat10n of Lhe uncse mm1gr.. , .. . . . 
Chamber of Commerce, the enclosed copy of a letter from the Actlllg C'olomal 

Secretary of the St.rnits Aettlements on the snbject.-I h:wc, &c., 
.J. H. STEWART LOCKHAR'l', Colonial ~cretary. 

The Secret.nry, CH .\)!IIEI! OF C'O)IUEUCE. 

Colonial Reeretary's Offid<:>, 

Singapor<:>, 10th .J uno, 1897. 

Sit·,-With reference to yonr letter No.821 of the 2~th ultimo, for1vard~ 
in()' a letter addressecl to me by the Secrct:wy of the Hongkong Chamber of 
C~nmerce I am directed by the Gm·ernor to request that you will be good 
enough to 'inform the Hongkong Chamber that the Rill referred to in. their 
lettet• has been withdrawn ;md that the funds rel]nircd for the erectiOn of 

examination dep<lts will be otherwise prodded for. 

2. The Governor, however, desires me to point ont that Lhc complaint 

brouaht forward is based 011 ~t false premise, i.e., that a tax on indiddnal Chi
nese ~mmiO'rants into the Straits Settlements is necessarily a tax on shipping. 
Competiti~n might possibly bring this to pnss, bnt that is nn. inter-trade 
matt.cr; the assertion that such at tx won Id dcpri ve Singapot·c of tt:> statns liS 

a free port appears to the Governor to be rtnitc illogical.-1 ha~c, &c., 
C. W. J(ymmnsr.EY, Acting Co\onh\1 S<:>cretary, S. S. 

The Honourable The Colonial Rec1·eta.r:v, Hongkon?:. 
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Registration of Chinese Trade Marks. 

C HA)lBEU OF Co:n:l[lmCF., 

Stxo .u•ou~:, 3rt\ April , 189i. 

DF:.m Sm,-The Committee ha\·e b<:>en <:alled npon hy the Govcrn:ncnt 
t.o considet· the policy of p:1Rsing in this Colony an Onlinancc for the registr<t
tion of Chinese tmtlc marks. 

2. The application to the Go\'Crnment comes f l'Om one or two of om 
leading Chinese importers of Chinese goods, chiefly tea and silks, who ·allege 
that forgery of Chinese mnrks is common here and is on the increase; that in 
the absence of registration thet·e is great ditliculty and expense itt proring the 
right to, and t.hc piracy of marks, and owit;g to the tisual po\'Crty of offenders 
seldom any chance of t'CCOYering damages. 

3. The Commit.tcE' apprehend that the intl'Oduction of snnh an Onliuance 
would quickly necessitate general registration and thus cause great ineom·c
nience and expense, with but little comptlnsatiou, to onr European im po1·tcrs, 
whose experience hitherto h ts led them ~o rely, with preference, on the exist
ing laws for the protection of marks registered in England. 

-!. It is stated in support of the abore application that the registr.ttion 
of Chinese trade marks in yont• Colony "gi1·e:; protcetion and causes no mi
noyancc and that forgeries are not so common as here, the fac~ of rcgistr.1tirm 
enabling the Courts to punish forget·y more sc1·ercly." 

The Committee arc therefore desirous of learning· from you as much as 
pos.c;ihlc as to its operation aud would therefore ask yon to be so good as to 

faronr them with any in formation on the following points:-Its adnmt:tges 
ancl /or disad vautages, whether much :n-aileu of or not, the cost of admi nis
tnttion and bo1v pro\·idetl, whether aud how it has intct·fered with ~oods t·c
gistcrerl nt home or their importers, nnd any other p 1rticnlai·:1 l~e·tring on the 
question now before the Committee. 

Thanking you in rmticipation,-Yoms, &c., 

ALEX. ,J. <: C'X:'\, ;:o;ccretary. 

The SP.ct·etn"."· HoNGKONG G~-:xr.nAJ. Cn.o•mm IIF Co)DI EIH~ r.. Ho~<~Koxr:. 
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Il ONGKO:\G G E)IER.IT. C n Drmm oF Co)IMERCE, 

IIo:sGKOXG, Rth 'May, 189i. 

D EAR Sm.,-lam in receipt of your letter of the ~rd ultimo stating that 
yom Committee hare l>ecn called upon by the Straits Government to consider 
the policy of passing in the Straits Settlements an Ordinance for the registra
t ion of Chinese trade marks, and asking for infot·mation as to the operation 

of such a law in this Colouy. 

1. The introduction of snch an Ordinance would undoubtedly necessitate 

gencml registration, which obtains here and has done so for some years. 

2. The working of the Ordinance has so far l>een snecessful, and only a 

limited li tigation has ensued dming its operation. 

3. The privilege of 1·egistratiou has been pretty generally ::tvailed of by 

British and Foreign fi1·m~ and patentees, and to a moderate extent hy Chinese. 
The h\tter haye chiefly resorted to it for the pnrpose of protecting chops of 

tea, preserves, &c. 

4 . With reference to t,hc cost of administration, this hns been purely 
nominal in this Colony, the work being effected in the Colonial Secretary's 
Office without the provision of extra assistance. The chief som·cc of expense 
is the necessity for employing legal assistance .1nd a(h•ertising the trade mark. 

5. I cannot learn that registration locally bns in any way interfered with 
registration of goods at home or with the importers. Home r!!gistration must 
certainly have priority o>er local registration, l>nt the latter is regarded not 
only as confirmatory bnt as affording protection to trade ma1·ks. A further 
ad\·antage that may be clai med for local registration is that in cnses of dispute 
it wonld be considered p1·imil .farie cyidence. of ownership. In one or two 

instances applications for registra tion here I.Javc l>een refnscd on the ground 
that the trade mark sought to l>e protected was a ;::olonrable imitation of one 

already registered. 

1\fy Committee are of opinion that the Jaw is on the whflle beneficial to 

trade and neither costly no1· inconvenient.--I am, &c., 

R. CHATTERTON WILCOX, Secretary. 

ALEX. F. Ouxx, R~CJ., ~.em·ctary, RINGAPORB 0lfA)fBF.R OF CMmEROE. 
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Uu AJ!HEn Oi' Co:~or~::r.cE, 

. . SIXGAPom:, 2l::;t 'May, l !:i9i. 

. • DEAR Sm,-~ have to acknowledge Lhe: receipt of yonr letter of 8th 
mstant on the snbJect of Trade Marks Reo-istration in '"Otlr· Colo l d' d "' J ny anc !llll 
n·ecte by the Committe to thank yon for the ,·altl·lbl. · f · · ' ' cm ormat10n rou ]m,·c 

been_ good enough to afford on the varions points indicat<Ju in mr .ldter of 
3rd mstant.--1 am, &c., • 

ALEX. J . GUN~ ~oore~ry. 
H. C n ATTERTON Wu.cox, Esq., 

Secretary, lfo:\'(;Koxu CuA:UHER OF CO)l:U El\CE. 

u 
The Currency Question. 

CHA)liiEr. OF Co)t:ur:ncE, 

• Sn~GAPORJc; 26th August, l t!!)i . 

D EAlt Sm,-1 nm iustructed by my Committee to inform yon that they 
lmY~ ut presen~ nnder consideration the subjcd of local currency and in con-
nectwn therew1th the qn~.:stion of whether Go\·e1·nment shonlcl be 1 1 .- 1 1 · . . approac 1ec 
\\lt \ t 1e object of deVlsmg some means of obtaiuin"' fixit,. of exchano-c 

2 'l'h 0 
J ' 0 • 

. . e recent very heavy decline in silver has led to the question being 
Ytewed here with even more gravity than in the past, and, as the subject 

must also be. of material interest to Hongkong, my Committee hare instructed 
me to' acqt!~mt you that it is now receiving considera~ion at the hands of a 

Sub-Comm:ttc~, and I am also directed to inq nirc if your Chambcl' contem
plates monng Ill the matter iu any way. 

3. One object that my Committee has in view-if the Hono-ko11.,. Cl 
be . f c . 0 0 talll· 

t o . ommercc·coutemplates taki ng action upon this im portant matter-is 
to cous1u~r whe~hct· it may not be possible for the two Chambers to work 
to.gether 1~1 movmg for some remedy, and I shall be glad if you will farour me 

. With any mformation that may assisL in ani \'ing at an opinion ou that point. 
-Yoms, &c., 

H. CIUTTimTON WILuox, E~cr-, 
A.LBX:. J . UUXN, 8ecrctary. 

~cerclary, HoNGl\:O)IU Cl!A:IllH:l\ OF CO)DIEUCJ.::. 
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u 
IloxGKOSG G·E:-<EltAJ. CIIA)lllElt O~>' Co)tmmc ~>, 

HoNGKOXG, 4th September, 1897. 

DE.I.lt i'3m,--I luwc t,o acknowlcuge receipt of yonr letter uf the 2Gth 
ultimo stating that yonr Committee have under consideration the subject of 
local currency anti the addsability of approaching the Government with. the 
object of dcrising some means whereby t,o secure fixity of exchange; inquiring 
wbcther this Chamber contemplates taking action in this important matter; 
and suggesting the possibility of the two Chambers working together, with a 

Yiew to f,ucliug some remedy for an admitted evil. 
:My Committee lost no time in meeting to consider the suggcsti_ou of your 

Chamber, recognising as they did the gre;lt importance of the question at 
issue, and fnlly appreciating the friemlly desire shown for mutual act,ion. I 
am, howeYcr, instmctcd to point out the very different positions occupied by 
the two Colonies, which render it impossible, on this occasion, for combined 
:wtion in the direction of procuring relief from the instability of sih·er. 
Situated on the herders of the greatest silver-using empire in, the world, with 

which conuta·y it:> tmdc is m~iuly coudnctcd, it would be wholly impracticable 
for this Colony to attempt a cm-rcn.cy di vorcc from China, however much, for 

some i·ensons, such a departure might at first sight seem desirable. 
I am instructed, therefore, by my Committee to inform you that in the 

present instance tbey ttrc unable to comply with your invitation, as they do 
not sec their way to take eithe~· indi\'idna.l ot' combined action in recommend
ing to the Go\-crnmcnt any change in the existing· currency herc.-I am, &c., 

R CHAl'TERTO~ WILOOX, Secretary. 

Ax.Ex. F. Gt::->x, E~l(., 1-:iccrctary, SrxGAl'OHE Cn.urmm OF CO)DU:RCE. 

:-;uw.\POI!E GENEHAJ. C u AMIH:P. OF CO)DlEUCE, 

i':llNGAI'Om:, ith Fcbrnnry, 189!:!. 

• Straits CmTCIIC!J-

DJ·:AJt ~11:,-T beg to forward for the information of yonr Chamber the 

following papers ou this snbjeet:-
- ( t. ) Sub-Committcc·s lteport of Gth K ovem bcr, 1~!.\7. 

(2.) Crit-icisms thereuu lJy MemLcrs of the ChamLcr. 
(B.) Hcport of proceedings at Genct·al :Meeting of lilth ultimo.-

Yours, &c., 
ALEX. JAS. GUNN, Secretary. 

H. CnATTEln'O:'i Wu.cox, E~q., Secretary, 
lloxmWXG GI>XERAL CuA~tuER OF Co)nmucE, IloNGKOXI7. 
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V 
Opening of new Treaty Ports_ in Oorea. 

No. 109i. CoLONIAL SECRETAUY's Ol!'FlCE, 

HoxGKOXG, 9th J"uly, 1!:!97. 

Sm,-1 am directed to state for the information of the Chamber of Com
merce that a tdegmm has bc.;n received by His Excellency the Go,·cmor 
from Her Britannic Majesty's .Minister at Pelzing stating that the Corean Gov
ernment has officially notified him that the ports of Ohenanpo and Mokpo 
will be open to foreign t,rade from the 1st October next.-1 have, &c., 

,J. G. '1'. BUCKLE, per Colonial Secretary. 
The Secretary, CHA:UBEn OF Cmnmnn:. 

H oNGKONG GENERAl, CHA~lBER OF CmmEIWE, 

Hox<a<oNG, 13th J uly, 1897. 

Sm,-1 beg leaYe to acknowledge receipt·, with thauks, of your letter of 
the ()th instant (No. HW2) stating that a teleg\"<Ull had been received hy His 
Excellency the Govcrnot• from Het' Britannic Majesty's Minister at Pekiug to 
the effect that the Corea11 Government has officially notified him th at the 
ports of Ohenanpo and Mokpo will be opened to foreign tt·acle from the 1st 
Oct-ober next.- I have, &c., 

R. CHATTEll1'0N WILOO.X:, Secretary. 
'l'o Lhc Honourable C'olouial Secretary. 

~ 
Bounty to Japanese Direct Exporte1·s of Raw Silk. 

YoKOHA)tA GENERAL CHAMBER 01, Co~on:nc~:, 

12th April, 1897 . 

Sm,-I am directed uy the Committee of this Chambet· to hand you 
herewith copy of a letter ad<.h·csscd to llis Excellency, the Doyen of the Diplo
matic Corps in Tokio, on the subject of a Bill, p:1ssed in the Imperial Diet on 
lfareh 2-!th, 1807, which proYidcs t-hat a Bounty shall be paid hy the J:1pauesc 
(-lovernment on all Haw Silk export-ed from Japan dited , i.e., without the 
iuten·eution of furcign m<:rchauts, and praying that he, iu concert with his 
Colleagues, will take such actiuu in the mattct· as may result in the In1perial 
sanction (which so far.it has not received) being withheld thorefrom. 
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This Bounty being in uirecL oppositiOil tu the ~:;pi ri t of t,hc cxititiug, aml 

the let.tcr of the new Treaties with ~he Western Powers, as well as a meuacc to 
all forci()'uers en"ao·cu in the si lk traclt:l in .Tarlan, encrg{<tic protes~ should be 

0 ;:, u . 

made against i~ from all consuming centres, and my Committee camcstly solicit. 

yonr co-operation in this matLer. 
·whatcn~r reply may be rccei1· r~d willl•c dnly communicated to you.-I 

llurc, &c., 
0. l(giL, Secretary. 

To the Prcsitleut, CuA~WEH Ol:' co~DlEHC E, liONGJ\.ONG . 

Yokohama Gcneml Chamber of C'ommercc, 
8th April, l l;!J'i. 

Your l~xccllcucy,-Thc Committee of the Yokohama General Uluunl>et· 

of 0ommcn:c desire to ask the attention of Your Excellency to the Hill pro
posed by the Imperial .Tapanese Uovemment, and pass::cl at the last session of 

the .Jn.pauese Diet, (bnt which has not yet t·ecei,·etl I mpe1·ial sanction) pro

viding fot· the payment ~o dit·cct J apanese exporters of Raw t!ilk of a Honnty 

or Subsidy upon their shipments from Japnu to f01~eigu countries. 

This Bill, as originally presented, allowed a Bounty of-
Yen 50 per picul on ~ilk of best colour and quality, :! deniers' \·ariatiuu 

Yen ilO , , good " 
,, " 

Y en 20 , , fair " 
, , , 

which would amount roughly to ubont 
G per cent. on the ra lue of the l>cst, 

-1: , , , good, 
:~ , , , fair :Filature or re-rcclecl, 

Silks protlnced in this couuLry. 

The details were, howcvet·, altered in Committee by the Diet, so that the 

amount of the subsidy and the ch\ssitication of thE> silk have hccn left to be 

determined by the Gorernment Department of Agriculture and Commerce. 
According to Article I., the vroposed Bounty i8 restricted to Japanese 

subjects engaged iu the direct export of silk to f<>reign countries. 
It is uot payal>lc to the growers aud rcelcrs of silk, who might thereby 

be stimulated to improve their production, (in which case no possil>le ol>jec

tion could haYe been taken to the measure), bnt gives to specially favoured 
Japanese exporters a bcucfi t not amilablc to others. The grant of this BounLy 
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will, indeed, be injurions to the producer of silk, as the J3onnty-faromcd ex

porter will, by means of the subsidy which he receives, be enabled to sell his 
silk at lower prices than his competitors, without incurdng loss, thereby in

ducing a decline in vnlue ou the markets abroad, which must cause a fall also 
n Japan, to the detriment of the growers nnd dealers in silk here. 

The Imperial Gorern meut of Japan has for many years past expl'essc<l 
the desire to revise its Treaties with Western Powers on a footing of equality 
and upon principles of equity, and mutual benefit; and in the new Treaty 

signed in 18!>4, between .Japan and Great Britain-Art. I.-it is expressly 
stated, that the subjects of each contracting party shall enjoy in the dominions 

and possessioni! of the other the same privileges and rights as nati\e subjects, 
while Art. VII. states "The subjects of each of the contt·ading parties shall 
enjoy in the dominions and possessions of the ot,her a perfect cqualit,y of 

treatment in all that relates to BOUNTIES, facilities, and <lr<.1wbackt>." 

I t is true that the provisioJJS of the new Treat,y do not come into force 
until July, 18!l!l, but it is snrpt·ising to see tllat, while the Imperial Jnpanese 

Government is with one hand signing Treaties according eqnnlity of tl·ent
ment to Japanese and foreigners, it is with the other offering Bounties to some 

of its own subjects that will directly injnre the silk trade of the foreign resi
dents in this country, a trade which their ente1:prise has f\)Stcrecl and trebled 
in importance dnri11g the last thirty years. 

His evident that the provisions of this Bounty, p1·oposed to be gi~·cn for 
seren years, will be in di-rect conflict wit,h the new Treaties; and the Com

mittee of t.his Oh am bf'r consider tlwt they arc also contrary. t{l the spirit of 
the predons 'l'reat.ies betweeu Japan and Foreign powers. 

The preamble to the Japanese A ustro-Hungarian Treaty of 18tHl, ex

presses the desire of Their Majesties, the Sovereigns of these countries, to 
facilitate t,!Je COIDlllel'Cia) intercourse between their resr.,ectivc snbjecLs, and 

Art. VIII . s~ntes that at euch of the open ports Anstro-Hungal'ian citizens 
shall be at full liberty to purchase therein, and export to their own or any 
other ports, all 1111\nncr of mercl1andisc, not contraband, paying the dnties 
thereou as laid down in the Tariff, and no other charges whatsoeve1-. 

In the form in which the Bill has passed the Diet it will be obvious to 
Your Excellency, that it is open to the Japanese Goremment to determine the 
amount of subsidy at)d the standard of quality in snch a m:mner as might 
effectually renrler eompet.ition impossible on the p.-·wt of forci~n firms cng11ged 
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in the silk export trade, and that the full li berty pro\ided for in the Treaty 

will no longer exist, and commercial intercourse will be impeded instead of 

being facilitated as called for. 
The Committee of this Chamb'3r venture to hope that Your Excellency 

will bring this question, which g reatly affects a t1'i\de valued at some four 

million pounds sterling· per annum, before your Col.letl.gues, in the hope that 

concerted action on the part of the Foreign Representatives in Tokio may 

result in the Imperial sanction being withheld from a measure, which would 

be unfair and injurious to the foreign merchants so long established in ,J1\pan 

while bein()' of no real benefit to the si:k trade in other directions.- I ha Ye, &c., 
" W. B. WAT.TER, Chah·man. 

'fo His E xcellency Edwiu Dun, 
EnYoy ExtraordinaL'Y and Minister Plenipotentiary 

of the United States of Amcri1\a, 

Doyen of the Diplomatic Corps, 

Tokio. 

YnKOTIA)fA GI~NE.RAr. CnA)!BRR O F Co:\mF.ncr., 

28t.h April, 1897. . 

Sm,-\Vith referenc~ to my eommnuication of April 12th, regarding this 

Chamber's Protest against the Bounty on Raw Silk exported hy .Ttlpanese 

subjects direct, 1 am instnlCtecl by my Committ'le to inform you, t bat the 

Doyen of the J<'oreign Representatives at 'l'okio has replied thereto:- . 
"That the For('ign Hcpreseutativcs do not consider tba~ It 

"would be expedient, umler existing Treaties, for them, as a body, 

"to ma.kc any rcpresent11tion whatevcL' to His Imperhl.l .Tnpan('Se 

" MajEsty's n 0\'ernment ill regard to t.he matter." 

Individual replies from most of the Foreign Representatives stdte that they 

will give the matt.er theiL' fullest attention. 
The proposed measm·e has now become Law, having receired the Imperial 

sanction on April 22nd; but no cletlli ls have yet heen settled as to either the 

amount of the snbsidy or the manner in which it is to be given. 
'l'hesc details :we left to he settled by the 'Minister of ~tate for Agrir.nl-

t.ure and Commcrce.-1 have. &r.., 
0. KEIJ.A, Secreta1·y. 

T o the Pre;:;iclent , CHAmn:r: (lF Co)nn:nc1,, Ho:-~GK0!'i"G. 
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H oxGKON r. G JcNE~AL Cn .. n mrm OF Colqmr:CE, 

1-IONGKONG, ] 9t.IJ ~fay, 1897. 

D EAH Sm,--J beg leaYe to acknowledge receipt of your circular letter of 

the 12th ultimo enclosing copy of despatch add!·essed to the Doyen of the 

Foreign Representath·es at Tokio, and also of your faronr of the 2Rth ultimo, 

on the question of the payment by the J apanese GoYemment of a Bounty on 

Raw Silk exported. hy Japanese snbjects direCt, which in the latter couunnni 

cation you anuonnce has now hccome law. 

Seeing that Article VII. of the new British Treaty distinctly proviues 

for "a perfect eq llillity of treatment with nat ive subjects in nll that rcl•1tes to 

"warehousing, bolmties, facilities, and dmwbacks," it is fair to nssnme that 

yon ant icipate the intention is to ntiiL~e the int.erregnnm of the next two 

years, the period when this 'rreaty will come into force, to tmnsfer the silk 

export bnsiness from foreign to nati,·c hands. 

I am instructed to say that my Committee heartily sympathise \Vi th 

your Chamber in this matter and wi ll he glad to co-operate in auy steps you 

are proposing to take to induce the Japanese GoYernment to re,·erse a policy 

not only opposed to the spirit of the existing 'l'reati~s, hnt also . to the actual 

provisions of the new 'J'rcaties, Rnd whieh if perscrcrcd in mnst hear disas

trously on those 11·ho pioneered and created the trade.--! am, &c., 

R. CHA'l'TERTON WILCOX, 8ecretn.ry. 
The Sec1·etnry, t•)K0 t1A)IA Cn.ntBER o~· CoM)rEHCE. 

tOKOH.urA Gr.:-mn.u . CnA:\IBEn OF Co:\nr Enc •:, 

9th September, 1R!l7. 

Sm,-I hn.,·c now the pleasure to inform you that it. is expected the Japanese 

Goverument will at the next meeting of the Diet, in December next, introuncc 

a Bill to abolish this Bounty. 

Shonld this prove conect, it will be in great, measm·c due to the actin! 

interest taken by the various European and Eastem Chambers of Commerce 

and the China Association, and the Committee of this Chamber desire to 

express their thanks for the support of your body in a qnestion of such great 
mntnal importance.-! hare, &c., '· 

W. B. WALTEH, Chairma11 . 
To Tlw P1·esid<'nt. Cn.utm:n 01-· Co~nmncr.:, HosGI\ONn. 
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X 
Th e New Commercial Agreement with Bulg·aria. 

No. 1583. CoLOXUL HECHF.TARY'::l o~' FICE, 

HoNGKO::\G, 6th October, 1897. 

Sm,-I am directed to transmit for the information and consideration of 

the Chamber of Commerce the enclosed copy of a circular despatch, ~ated the 
11th August last, from the Secretary of Rtntc for the Colonies together \fith a 

copy of its enclosmc. 
His Excellenry tbe Governor would be obliged if the Chamber would 

express its views at an early date as to whether this Colony sho~1ld exer:isc 

the right of refusing acceptance of the Commercial arrangement m qncstwn. 

-I have, &c., 
J. H. STEWART LOCKHART, Colonial Secrebu·y. 

The Secretary, C rr.u!BF.R OF Commnc..:F.. 

CIRCULAB. ( 11 Downiug Street, 
11th August., 1897. 

Sir,- With reference to Lord RrPON's circular despatch of the 7th Fe

bruary, 1895, I have the honour to transmit to yon, for. publication in the 
Colony under your Government, a copy of the Commerc1al arrangement be

tween this country and Bulgaria which was signed at Viennll on the 24-th 

ultimo. 
It will be observed that. under Article f•, the arrangement will be ;\pplic-

ablc to all Colonies subject to the right of any Colony to refuse its acccptn nec 

within six months from the date of signature.-! ha>e, &c., 
J. CnA~HlERLAJN. 

The Officer Administering the Go\·ernment of Hougkong. 

[For text of Convention, sec Governm~nt fi nzcile, Odobcr.] 

HoNGKONG GENERAL CuA~lBER o~· co~nn:RCF., 

liONGKONG, 19th October, 1897. 

<' R-I l)err lcrwe to acknowled<Ye receipt of your letter ·of t.he 6th instant 
~1 ' 0 0 

t ransmittino· for the information and consideration of this Chamber copy of R. 

circular des;atch from the Secretary of State for the Colonies enclosing copy 

of t.he new Commercial agreement with Bulgaria, and requesting an expres-
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siori of opinion as to wht:!thcr ~his Colony should cxerci::;c the ri .. ·ht of rcfusiu•• 

"' "' acceptance thereof. 

In reply, I am directed by my Committee to say that t hey s~e no reason 

why any e~ception should be taken by this Colouy to the Agn:emcnt, which 
appear·$ t-o be free from oujections.- I Lave, &c., 

R. OHATTEitl'OX WlLCUX, :Secretary. 
To Ilou<>lll'<il>lc ,1. ll. l;n:WAJn' LO<.;KH .un, Colonial ~CCJ\J tttry . 

1\o. 1946. 

lloNGKONG, !Gth DccelJlucr, l 8!J7. 

Sm,-- With r.•fercucc to my lcLtcr No. 15~3 of the GLh Octouer last, auJ 

to your reply tltertto of the 19th idem, I am <lircctcd to transmit for the in

formation of the OhamlJer of Commerce a copy of the Commercial agrcemeut 

hciwl!cn Great Britain and Bulgaria of the 2lth ,J nly last iu the form in which 
it lt;,s been laid before Parliament.-! h;n-c, &c., 

.J. U. H'l'E \rAR1' LUCKl-L\.H.T, Colonial ::lecretary. 
T he Scerctary, Cu.uuom OF CO)JlfEnCE. 

H oNGKONG Gr,;,x~::u .u. Cu.urHEI: oF Co~DI EHct;, 

lioNGKO:w, ~bt Decernbct·, . l89i. 

tim,-1 beg· to acknowledge, with Lh<tnks, rcci!ipt of yom lettct' of tiJC 

lG ~h instant tmnstoittiug, for the information of this Chambe1·, a copy of the 

Commercial agreement between Great Brita in and Bulgaria signeJ. at Yien11a 
on the 24th July lust, iu the form laid before Parliamcut.-I have, &c., 

H. CH ATT ERTOX \YILCOX, Secretary. 
To ll oHoumhle J. ll. l:iTI::IL\1:'1' LO<.; KHAR'r, Colouial Sccrct:~ry . 

Storm Warnings: 

l:I O:-i t<KON!; GENEHAI. CH .. UHH:P. OF CCJ~J:Ilt:R<.; J;, 

IIoNuKONG, 23nl Dccemuer, 18!J7. 

Srn,-I am tlirectcd by my Ccmmittcc to nsk you to bring to the 

notice of His Excellency the Oorcmot· the unsatisfactory results of ~he pre

sent system of storm wamings. This system, which came into force at t,.lle 
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commetwement of the current. year, is apparently only intended to show whcu 

st.rong winds arc cxpeded h.crc; l)nt the Chinese boating populatiou, cou~using 
~hcse si<Tuals with the meteorolog ical sig nals formerly used, take alarm d1rectly 

1 "' · h · • d d de"er' the shippiu<T when there is no immediate ncces-t 1e cone IS OISoC an ~ u "' 

sity to leaYc the anchorage, thereby causing detention of vesse~s loading ot· 

discharging in port and serious loss and inconreniencc to shipowners and 

shippers. . 
In the interests of the shipping commnuity my Commtttee would respect-

fully snggest an early retnl'll to the sy!'!Jcm of UJe~eorologica~ signals ~n use 

f T 1"8 • to December 1806 Those s1gnals, hanng been m use rom . anuary, o ..,, , • 

for thirteen years, wc:·e becoming gradually UJore and more understood an.d 

rightly iuterprctP.d by the boat and seafaring people as ti~e "·~ut ~n, . ns . IS 

always the case, the Committee believe, when a system of stg nalhng IS mtro

dnceJ. They likewis(; conveyed to mastet·s of ships int imations of the sta~ 
of the weather aL a dist;mcc on the voyages on which they were about to sa1l, 

information which the present storm warnings do not supply. 
My Committee desir<l at the same t ime to draw attention t~ the great 

import:mce of any forecast made at the Observatory upon the .rccetpt ~f tele

grams indicating bad weather outside or approaching gales ucmg fnrmshed to 

the shipping hongs with all possihle expeclition.-I have, &c., _ . 
H. CHATTERTON WILCOX, ~ecretary. 

To llououmble .J. H. s ·n :w.un LOCKU.Ut'l', Colonial Secretary. 

Cor.oNIAL SECRK'l'Aitr ' :; O:n· rc~::, 

Il o.xGKONG, 17th F ebruary, 1898. 

.;, -'\\rt' th r~ference to yom· letter of the 23nl December last, I urn .. ,m, ., ' b f 
directed to state for the information of the Commitooe of the Cham er o 

Commerce that in acconlauce with its recommendation the system of :.Me~eo
rologica.l Sig nals outaining from J anuary, 189.!, to ~)eccmbet·, 18~6, was revm~ll 
on the 29th ultim\J, aucl will continue in force unttl further notu;c.. . 

A notification to the abo1rc effect WitS published for general mfonuatwn 

in the Go11ernment Gazette of the 2nth ultimo. . 
I haYc to express regret that, through an inath•ertence, an earht:t• reply 

was not scut to your letter.- ! have, &c., 
J. II. STEW ART LOCK HART, Colouial Secretary. 

The t;ecretary, Cn,utllEI: Or> ColmEnc &. 
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The Pinnacle Rock Fund. 

Ho:o;GIWNG G~>:NEHAL CHAliBER o~· CO;\DlERcE, 

HONOKON~<, 22ml October, 1 S97. 

Sm,-In view of the rcceut wreck of the British steamer Namoa i n the 

Haitan Straits on an mtcluwted rock, and the fact that there is reason to he

licve that many unknown pinnacle rocks exist on the coast of China, I am 

instructed by my Committee to bring to the notice of Commodore HoLLAND 

the fact that this CLamber has at its disposal a fund subscribed in 1888, and 

now amounting to over $;3,000, established fo1· the pUL·posc of giving rewards 

to fishermen and others who report to the authorities the existence of any of 

these hidden dangers hitherto unknown. It was hclie\'cd, at the time the 

Pinnacle Rock Fund was started, that, if sufficient iudnccment were offered, 

UJUclt valuable information might be obtained from the nat ive fishermen on 

the coast who may Le supposed to be well acc1nainted with the position of 

these obstacles to safe n~Yigation . So far, however, little call has been made 

on the fuud, possibly owing to the existence of such rewards not having been 

made sufficiently kuomt among the Chinese seafaring popul<\tion, and to the 

fact that no vessel of H. :\I.'s N a\'Y has been on regular sun·eying duty on 

this coast for som::J years. 

My Committee thorefore desires to suggest to Commodore HOLLAND 

that Her Majesty's sun·eying nsscl~, when engaged in surveyin g on the 

coast, might be empuwe~·ccl to offer suitable rewards froUJ this fund for in

formation of the k ind above referred to, ami thus carry out the intention with 

which it was founded.-! have, &c., 

R. CHATTERTON WILCOX, Secretary . 

V. A. LA \\'l<' OHO, E~(h n .N., Sccrchwy to 

CommoJore ~WINTON H oLLAxn, R.N. 

Tamw·, AT Ho:q ; KONG, 

25th October, 180 7. 

l:ii~t,-1 have the honour to acknowledge the receipt of your letter of 

22nd instant on the subject of rewards to fishermen, &c., reporting the exist

ence of unuharted rocks and dangers on the China coast and to inform you 

that the Commodore has forwarded the same for the information of Sir 

ALEXANDEtt Bt:LLEI~, K.c .n. , Commander-in-Chief. 
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~. H.:M.S. J'hamix hr,s becu tlireeted to make a survey of the harbour of 

Swatow on bet• return from Tamsui where she is now statiouerl for a short 

time, and instructions will be given to the officers conducting the survey that 

applicatiou may be made, throngh the Commodore, when necessary, to the 

Hougkong Chamber of Commerce for any awards which it may be considered 

that fishermen or othm·s have deserved fot• imparcing n~eful information as to 

the existence of unknown daugcn;. 

R. A copy of your communication has also been forwarded to the Hydro

grapher of the Navy so that information may be given of the existence of this 

fund to any ship which may in the future ue employed iu snrvcying work on 

the China coast.-! hare, &c., 

VINCEKT a. LA WFOIW, Secretary to Commodore. 

R. CHATTEJnoN WtLGOX, E :;q., 

Secretary, lloxGK0 :\1; GB:-<1-:HAL CHA:UUER 01•' CO)DIERCE. 

HoxGRONH G:&NKKAL CHAMUEU o~· CoM:uEn<:·E, 

fiONGKONG, 24th :November, 1897. 

bn~,-I am iustrncted by my Committee to heg you to convey to the 

Commodore their thanks for the trouble he has taken in eounection wi th the 

rewards proposed to be given hy this Clmruber from ihe Pinnacle Rock Fnud 

for information leading to the disco\·ery of hiddeu claugers ou the coast of 

China. 

My Committee at the same time desire me to S<iY Lhat their ide:l of the 

amount to be awarded iu each case is a maximum of $30 for an important 

danger and lesser smus in the discretion of the distributor for those of miuor 

importance. 

Will you al!:lo inform the Commotlortl that the Consuls and Cllllltnitisioners. 

of CusLoms at the various Coast Ports will be asked to issue uotices. that 

rewards will be gi veu to those pointing out unknown dangers to Her Ma

jesty's Naval Officers ?-I have, &c., 

R. CI:IA.1'TERTON WlLCOX, Secretary. 

VINCENT A. LA Wl:'Oln>, E~q., 1~.x. , Secretary to Commodore. 
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Tamar, A'r HoxOKON'G, 

2.'ith November, 1897. 

Srn,-With reference to your letter of 24th instaut, and p1·evious corres

pondence on the snbjed of "Pinnacle Rock Fund," I am desired by the Com

modore to tt·ansmit herewith for the information of the Chamber of Commerce, 

copy of a letter from Vice-Admiral Sir ALEXA NDE R B UI.J.ER, K.c.u., dated 

19th ~oYember, from which it will be seen that the rueans of making known 

the existence of the fuud proposed by you, viz., through H. n. 1\:T .'s Consuls, 

is also suggested by the Commander-in-Chief, and that he mcutions the 
awards as ranging from $10 to $50.-I have, &c., 

VINCENT A. LA WFORD, Recretary to Commodore. 
R. CH.\TTRI!TON Wn.cox, E.~q., Secretary, 

H oNGKONO G .Jo:NRUAL CnA:un~o:n OF Co:o.IMER<.:l•: . 

l\o. 10298. 
Afac1·ity, at Samsha, 

19th Nol'embcr, 1897. 

Sir,-With reference to yotll' letter 1\"o. 776, dated 25th October, 1R97, 

be good enough to inform the Hougkong Chamber of Commerce that I con
sider g t·eat benefit will accrne from their proposal to elicit the assistance of 

the fishermeu on the coast of China to bring to their notice the existence of 

auy rocks that may not he generally kn~wn and are not marked in the chart 

and I shonlcl snggest that, if the Chamber of Commerce agree, it wonld ~ 
advisable to ask the Bt·itish Minister at Peking to request the Consuls at the 

China Ports to issue notices that rewards mnonnting to 1 o dollars, and not 

exceeding 50 dollars, will be gi\·en for information that will lead to the dis

cover} of hidden dangers in the frequented kack of steamers moving on tLe 
coast of China in the neigh bonrhood of navigable ports. 

. I would further add that last year I requested tlwt a surreying nssel 
mJght be sent to China, bnt, in reply, the Hydrographer regretted he was 

unable to do so then, but informed me that the needs of the Station wonld 
not be o1·edooked when such a ship was l\l'ailable.-I ha1·c, &c., 

ALEXANDER BuJ.LEH, Vice-Admiral. 
Commodore Swinton C. Holland, A.D.c .• Hongkong. 
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HONGK ONG GENERAL CHA~!BER OF co~DI ERCE, 

IloNGKONG, 25th November, 189i. 

Sm,- The recent loss of a British steamer regularly trading on the China 

coast on a rock in the Hnitan Straits said to be uncharted has again directed 
attention to the desirability of aser.r~aining the existence of these hidden dan-

gers wherever possible. 
In this connection my Committee desire to bring to your notice the 

Pinnacle Rock Funu, at the disposal of this Ohambe1·, formed for the express 

purpose of giving rewards to fishermen or others who will point out to re

sponsible persons, or officers of Her Majesty's Navy engaged in surveying, un

known rocks lying in the track of steamers. I am further to suggest that if 
yon will kindly co-operate by issuing notices or posting them up in offices 

frequented by the native maritime population offering rewards for information 

exposing hitherto unknown dangers, you will greatly assist in promoting the 
object in view, namely, the di minution of the risks unavoidably att€'ndiug 

navigation on this Ooast.-I remain, &c., 
R. CHATTERTOX .WII,COX, Secretary. 

C. LENOX SnlPSON, E sq., Commissioner, 
CrnNESE b1rErtiA T. MAR IT DIE CusTom;, Sw ATOW. 

[Identicalle~ters were at the IHme time add1·essetl to H. B. M.'~ Consul

Geneml at Shanghai, the Consuls at Ningpo, Weuchow, Foochow, Awoy, 
Rwatow, Canton, Pukhoi, and Hoihow; also to the Cnmmissioners of t he Chi

nese Imperial Maritime Customs at the same ports.] 

No. 185. 
CA:-<TO~, 6th December, 189i . 

Sm,-As desireu hy you I shall request the Viceroy to direct the anthol'

ities along the coast of this prod nee to issue a notice to P.shermen in th€' sense 

indicated in yonr letter of the 25th instant, but I question whether by this 
means the object of the Chamber will be attained. It has been pointed ont 

to me by a Chinese official that fishermen have no means of telling whether a 

hidden danger is known to onr mariners or not. They do not understand 

foreign charts, and the prob,lhi!ity is that after experi€'ncing a few times the 

disappointment of hein.g told that the submerged rock pointed ont by them 
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was~lrcady charted they wonlu cease to give information. This official sug
gests that a more practiecd plan would be for a survevino- vessel with the 

• h ' 

assistance of the local authorities along the coast, to take on board a few 

fishermen at different places and within the limits of their own wat.ers make 

them point out ull hidden dangers of which they know the existence, and the 
snrreying officm· conld at once say whether it was an uncharted rock. I 
imagine the provincial authorities wonld readily leml every assistance in any 
such work.-! have, &e., 

BYRON BRENAN, Consul. 
'rhe Secrctnry, IIosnKo~n G ~:NBRAI. CHA)JRER OF Co:~nrEnCF.. 

H. M.'s Co~suLATE, 

A~ror, 6th December, 1897. 

Sm,-I ha,·e the honour to acknowledge the recP.ipt of your letter of the 
:?5th ultimo respecting the uesirability of fiSJertainiug the existence of un

charted rocks on this coast, an-.1 in t•eply to inform you th:1t I shall be pleas~d 
to rendm· you all the assistauc.e in my power . . 

I would snggest for yo.m· consideration that the Chamber's object wonld 

be more easily attained if you would inform me of the amount of the reward 

that would be given, and if the Cham bcr would authorise me to pay the 
amount of the rewaru to natives r()porting the existence of uncharted rocks, 

afte1· th~ir existence has been vet·ified, which amount I should be enabled to 
recover subsequently from the Chamber of Commerce. 

I wonld suggest that where\'er a Commander of a man-of-war is given 
information of hidden rocks within any Consular district by fisherme~, he 
shonld gin~ the informant an order on H. B. M.'s Consul, Amoy, as follows:

Informatiou of rock by A .... B .... , after receipt of ,·erificaLion, 
H. B. M.'s Consul, A moy, is requested to pay A .... B ... . , the sum 
of$ ...... 

The Communder could aftenvarda Wl·ite to me, and J would pay the 
order or not, according as the information wns col'l'ect or otherwise. 

I would snggest that I should issue amongst the fishermen of this Con
sular district. a notice explai ning minutely the amount of rew,ll"{l to be obtained 
for reliable information and the mode of obtaining it. 

I would also suggest that. the fishermen in this Consular district should 
also be encouraged to report the exist€ncc of nnchartctl l't)eks to me, where-
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upon I would communicate the ·infor·mation to the Commodore at Hongkong, 

and, on t·eceiviog his verification of the correctness of the information, issue 
the reward. 

:Meanwhile before awaiting your reply, I will at OIJce infot·m the fisher

men in my district that the Chamber is disposed to issue rewards for informa
tion on a scale and in a manner her<.'aft.er to be determined.-! hRYe, &c., 

CHAS. GARDNER, H. B. M.'s Comml. 
n. CnATT~:RTON 'VILcox, Esq., 

Secretar.v, HoNGKONfl GENERAL CHAMnER OF CO)DIF.RCE. 

H. B. :M.'s Coxsur .. ~TE, 

A~JOY, 8th December, 1897. 

Sm,-Referring to my letter of yeste1·day I herewith forward you in ori

ginal and ii1 English a iwtice I am to-day is.•ming to the fishermen of this 
port. 

Besides posting this notice in places ft·eqnented hy fishermen, I am ask
ing the local autho;·ities to give it wide circulation. 

I propose, so soon as I receive a reply to my letter of yestcrrlay, to 'issne 

a second notice.- · I have, &c., 

CHAS. GARDNER, H. B. M.'s Consul. 
R. CnATTERTON WtLcox, Esq., 

Secretary, Ho~GKONG G~:NERAL CHA~I BER OF CmnrERCF.. 

( T1·anslatio11.) 

Notice issued by C. T. GARONER, c.M.G., to the fishe1·men of the Amoy 
Consular district. 

H. B. 1\I.'s Consul, Amoy, has received a communication from the Hong
kong Chamber of Commerce to the effect that the British steamer 1Yamoa 

has been wrecked by striking on an uncharted rock in the Haitan Straits. 
Doubtless tbet·e are on the Chinese Coast a great many hidden rocks whose 

position has not b.:en ascertained and wl1ich are consequently not marked on 

the charts, and which constitute a dnnget· to navigation. If the position of 
these rock.'! could be ascertained they conld he entered on the charts or perhaps 
bnoyed. 
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The fishermen of ~he Amuy Consular dis~rict are constantly draggiug 

nets uudet· the sea in all .dit·ections, and it is thought possible some of them 

may know the positions of hidden rocks which have neither been buoyed or 
charted. If such fh;hermcn will giye H. M.'s Consul information as to the 
position of such uncharted rocks after the information h~ts been verified, a. 

reward will be gi,•eu to the fisherman giving the information. 

H. B. M.'s Consul accordingly notifies the fishermen of Amoy and asks 
them when dragging theit· nets helow water line to obsen•e carefully the vusi

tion imd depth of any rocks they come across which are unbnoyed and tm
charted, and to report full particulars to H. i\f.'s Consul who will, after verifi
cation by officers of H. ~I.'s Navy, issue a reward to· the fishermen f,oi ving 
the information. 

:No. 1300. 

SwATOW, 31\l DecemlJer, l!:S9i. 
SIR,-! have the honom· to acknowledge your letter of the 2fith Novem

ber, received this day, asking for assistance in aiding yom· Chmuher in dis
covering unknown dangers lying in the track of steamers plying on the coast, 

and reque.<;ting me to offer rewards to the native maritime popnlat.iou for unv 

information they arc able to give to responsible persons or Gfficers of Her M~
jesty's Navy who may be engaged in surveying the portion of the coast wl.tich 
lies in my jmis1ictiou. 

In reply, I beg to inform you that you shall have my most cordial co
operation in this work, which cannot be otherwise than of great sel'\'ice to 

shipping interests at large, and couduce to the saving of life. But, I regret 

to say, ll1ave not under my control here any vessel to send out on sun·eying 

purposes. The Coast Inspector Captain BHiBEE, Customs, Shanghai, will in 
an probability, have been addressed by you and it is likely thnt under ins

tructions from the Inspector Geneml, Peking, every aid will be gi ren JJy tiJe 
ser rice to forll'ard your purposes. 

Notices will, as you suggest, he posted in all availuhle spots at Swnto,·.-, 
off-ering "rewards," .but your despatrh does not intimate to me the amount 

that may be gh·eu fot· information. On this poiut I should like to have 
something definite.-! hav(', &c., 

, W. B. RUSSELL, Commissioner of Custums. 
ToR. CHATTERTO~ Wiicux, Esq., 

f;ecretnry, HoNGKONG GENE"RAL CnA1fBElt OF ·Co:\OIEitCE. 
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HE It l\'lAJ ESTY's CoN:<liLA1.'E-GENEU.I.L, 

~IIA:-iGII AI, lOth Decem her, 189i. 

GE~TLE)IEN,-Iu reply to your letter of November 25th with regard to 
the Pinnacle Rock }'und formed for the pm·pose of giving rewards to fisher
men 01• others who will point out to responsible persons or olficers of Her 
~L•jesty's Nr.vy engaged in surveying unknown rocks lying iu the track ~f 
f'tcamers, and asking me to co-operate by posting notices, I beg to state that Jt 

will "'i'·e me the gre.\tcst ple.tsure to rendet· e\'ery assistance in my power. It 
occu7.s to me, however, that such notices, unless stating clearly to whom the 
information is to be given and how the rewards are to 1Je paid, would be of 

little pr.ICtical use. 

What I would su.~gest i8 that you shoulu havp notices vrintcd in Chinese 
"'i,·iuO' minute partict~ lars 011 such points and send them to the Consuls at the 
b ::> ·'ll 
various coast ports for distribution. I fed snre that those gcutle~en 'n 
gi,·e you every assistance iu Lnviug the notices posted where moat hkely to 
meet the eyes of the class for whom they are iutendccl.-1 am, &c., 

NICHOLA.S T. HANNEN, Consul-Gencrul. 

The Committee, liO)iGK~.~~G GI::NEHAL CuA~IIII>R oF CO)DLt:LtCE, 
Hox~nWNG. 

H. :M..'" C•>NSt.:LAn:, 

FoO\.:HOW, llth De,ccmLer, 1897. 

~m,-Iu reply to your letter to this Consulate of the 25tlt ultimo, I llave 

much pleasure in assuring you tlu t I will do all that I can to .obtain inform
ation -about the existence of any rocks not marked in the Adumalty charts of 

this coast. 

But to preYent 1wcdlcs~ correspondence and complaints by tishenuen tl.Jat 
rc\rards are not granted after they have given iuformation, I would ask th;\L 

this Consulate shon!d be furnished by you with a chart correctcc.l up t.o date. 

-I am, &c., 
W. R. CARLES, Cousul. 

The Secretary, IIOXGKONG CuA:URER Ot' COMMERCE, UoNGKONG . 
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H. IJ. :M.'s CoNSuLATB, 

A)!O l' . 20t-h Decem Ler, 1897. 

Bm,-In continuation of my letter of the l:lth instant, I have the honour 
to forward for yom information copy aml translation of a proclamation issued 
by the Taotai at my iust:ance to the fishermen in this Consulat· district. 

I mentioned the matter unofficially t0 PlagcCaptaiu Loan< anJ told him 
I would hand over any drafts on me that H. ~I.'s N;lval Officers might draw as 
rewards to fishermen who gi\ve coned information uf any uncharted rocks. 

I would point out to you that owing to the peculiar for:nation of the 
laud here thet·e arc probably in this Consular lJistrict .a great many pinnacle 
rocks, the position of which would not be easy to discover by sounding, and 
that as the fishermen of this region all make this a sort of metropolis, any 
rewards given had better be given here. The first. fisherman who gets a 
reward will doubtless tell his fellows, nud doubt,lcss many fishermen will take 
to dragging for rocks. 

I should like you to give me some idea ml to Lhe amount of rewards I 
shoul<l be authorized to gi ve.-I h:we, &c., 

CH.AS. UAlU>NEH, II. ll. :M:.'s C<•usul. 
The Secretary, CuA~IUI::R OF Co~DIERCE, lioNGKONG. 

( '[ranslutiou. ) 

Proclamation issueu hy T ANG, IntcndauL of the H:>ing Ch'uan Yuug 

Circuit:-

I have received the following letter from :Jh. GAIWNEH, H. B. M.'s 
Consul:-

"Recently the BriLish s.::;. J'amoa was \\Tcekcd ou a rock in the lhitnu 
Straits. There certainly exist pituucle rock> not marked on the charts to the 
danger of steanwn which might strike them. l ha,·e now rccei\'Cd a letter 
from the Hongkong Chamber of Commerce stating that the Amoy fishC:rmen 
are constantly going to all parts of the sea to ti~h , and if they can gi\·e in
formation respecting the situation of any of these nucluwtcd pinnacle rocks 
they will certainly be t·ewarded. Iu addition to having issued a notice myself, 
I ha\'C the honour to request you to issue a proclamtttion in similar terms." 

• 
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I accordingly notify you fishet'lllCU of .d..llloy thJt if you kuow of auy 

uuchitrted pinnacle rocks, to give inforlllation at H. B. M.'s Consulate, and 

upon verification a reward will I.Je gi veu you. 

Let there be no disobedience. 

.A special proclamHtion: 

Kmmg Hsu, XXIII. XL ::!0. 
December 13th, 18U7. 

Ct;STOM Hous ~:, 

l!'oocnow, 15th December, 1897. 

Sm,-I beg to aoknowlooge receipt of your letter of t he 25th ult imo 

regarding the recent loss of a British steamer, Ly contact wiLh an uncharted 

rock in the Haitan Straits, and requesting co-operation of this office with the 

H01wkon"' Chamber of Cotnlllerce for the issue of notices offering rewards to 
0 0 

fishermen. and others for information exposing unknown rocks in the track of 

stci\mers, &c., and, in reply, to state that this lllatter sbal1 ha\'e my immediate 

attention.-! am, &c., 
H. G. EDGA.R, Commissioner of Customs. 

To R. CuATTER1'0N Wu.cox, Esq., 

Secret:~ry, Cu.uiBElt o•' Co)nrERcg, Ho~mKO:SG. 

H. B. M.'s CoNSl'LATE, 

PAKHOI, 15th December, 189i. 

Sm,-I beg to acknowledge receipt of your letter of the 25th ultimo, 

requesting me to co-operate with your Cba:uber in issuing notices offering 

rewards for the discovery of pinnacle rocks along the steamer tracks off this 

coast. 
I have acl!oruiugly written officially to the Prefeds of Lieuchou anti 

Lcichon, asking them to inform the maritime population that rewards will be 

given for the indication of submerged rocks not already marked in the charts. 

I am requesting the two officials to snpply me with printed copies of their 

notifications, in order that I may be in a position to aV<lil myself of any 

opportunity for their better distribution.- ! am, &c., 
W. H. WILKINSON, Acting Consul. 

R. CHAT'fERTON WtLcqx, Esq., 
Secretary, UoN~;; lWXG GIDiERAL CHAliBEit O'F Co:muu tc£. 
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H. B. M.'s CoNsULA TF., 

N rNGl'O, l Oth December, l 897. 
Sm,-I beg to acknowledge the receipt of your lettet· of November 25 

in which you state that yonr Chamber is prepared tc, gi re rewards for iJ,~ 
formation on the subject of hidden dangers lying in the tracks of stenme1·s, 
when such information is supplied by natives of this country to officers of 

Her Majesty's Navy or other responsible persons; and when such dangers 
have remained hitherto undiscovered. 

The mal'itime population of Ningpo is not in the habit of frequenting 

any offices where the notices you suggest could be posted, but I shall request 
the local authorities to issue a proclamation embodying your offer, which will, 
I have no donbt, meet the requirements of the case.-I am, &c., 

G. 11f. H. PLAYFAIR, Con11ul. 
R. CHATTEI!TON WJLCox, Esq., 

Secretary, HONGKONG GENERAJ, CHAlfBER O~' CoMME~CE, 

No. 5. H. B. M.'s CoNSULATE, 

SWATow, 8th J annnry, 1898. 
Pinnacle R ock Fund. 

Sm,-Your letter of the 25th November last, with reference to the above 

subject, having been addressed to Mr. Fur.Fotw, and forwarded to him to 
Tientsiu, (by some mistake), only reached me on the 3rd instant. 

I now hal3ten to reply that I shall be pleased to do all in my power to 

co-operate with your Committee in furthering the object for the attainment 

of which the Fnnd was instituted. Before, however, issuing any notices hct•e 

myself, I should be glad to h·~ informed whether your Committee hns dmwn 

np any special form of notice for publication at the various Coast Pot'ts nnd 
. ' ' 
tf so, to be supplied wi th a few copies thereof for distribution here.- I am, &c., 

COLI N M. l<'ORD, Con~Jul. 
R. CHATTERTON Wn.cox, E sq., 

Secretary, HoNGKOJSG G.:NEUAL CHAMBER OF CoMMERCE. 

No. 50i8. CusroM HousE, 

AMov, 4th .ran nary, 189H. 
Sm,-I received, on the' 24th ultimo, yom· despatch of the 25th No\'em~ 

het; last., arldr~s<'<l to me at Pukboi and forwardoo hrre, wherdn yon nsk thnt 
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I co-operate in the is.sning to fishermen and others, informat.ion to the effect 
that they will be rewarded fr0m the Pinnacle Rock Fund, for point.ing out to 
responsible persons or officers of the NaYy, unknown rocks lyin~ in the track 
of steamers. In teply, I have to st:"\te that I will willingly asstst., and have t.o 
request that you send me copies, for distribution, of the notices referred to.-

I am,&~., 
W. NOYES-MOREHOUSE, Commissioner. 

R. C~IA.TTERTON Wn.cox, ERq., 

Sceret.ary, HoNGKO)<G GES"ERAI. CRHlRER o.F CmmERCE. 

Ho~oKON"G GENEr.t\r. CirHIREU oF Co:mmncE, 

HoNC: KONG, 25th J anuary, 1898. 

. · Sm,-Referring to my letter of the 25th November last on the question 
of o:ffcrinO' r~wat·ds from t.he Pinnacle Rock Fund to fishermen and others for 
informati:n of hidden dangers, hitherto uncharted, lying in the track of 
steamers navi.,.ation on this coast, I now beg to inform you that, in order to 
facilitate the ;arly payment of such rewards, this Chamber has placed a credit 
of three hundred dollars ($300) in the Hongkong and Shanghai Bank at the 
disposal of H. B. 11L's Consul in each Treaty Port on the coast of Son~h China. 
In the event, therefore, of your hcing satisfied that any one who gn•es snch 

inforinat.ion is entitled ton reward, please apply to H. B. :M.'s Consul at yom 

port for payment. .. 
1 may add that my CommiLtee, after cousnltation with different a.uthorJttes, 

have deci;led that the awards should range from $10 to $ 50, according to the 

importance of the danger re1•calcd.-I am, &c., 
R. CHATTETlTON WILCOX, Secretar.v. 

The Commissioner, IMP J•: IUAL M.H!lTJME CusTO)JS, SHANGH.U. 

[Identical letters were addrcs:;erl to the Commissioners of Customs at 

Canton, Amoy, Hoihow, Pakhoi, Wenchow, und Ningpo.J 

no~HKONG GENEnAL CHA~lBER OF Cmon:RCF., 

HONGIWNG, 25th January, 189H. 

. Sm,-I beg leave to ~1cknowlcdg-c receip~ of your letter of the 3rd ultimo 

promising cordial co-operation in l'tllisting the aid of fishel·men and others in 
disco,·ering unknown ilungct·;;; in the track of steamers, for which I nm ins-

[ 123 J 

z 
trncted to tendet· .you the thanks of my Committee. I now be<T to inform 
you thab, in order to facilitate the C<trly vayment of such t•ewards,"this 'Cham
ber has placed n credit of three hundred dollars ($"3GO) in the Horwkon O" and 
Shanghai Bnnk nt the dispos1tl of H. B. M.'s Consul in each Trc:ctt; p~~-t on 
the coast of South China. In thP. event, therefore, of your bei ng sati5fie(l til1at 
any one who gives you such information is entitled to a r\lwr,l'(l: pTea~e apply 
to H. R. M.'s Consul at your port for paymen t. 

I may .add that 1ny Committee, after consultation with different aut.hor-
ities, ha,·e decided that the ·awards shoulrl1'an&e from ~ 1 o to !i:ro a 1' t ' ,., ~ • . , ., ,, , . ccon tn"' o 
the importance of the chug-er rcvealcd.-I am, &c., ,.., 

w~ D. R uSSELT., E~q., 
H. CHA'fTERTON WJLCOX, ~ecJ•ctary. 

Commissioner, CHI~ES~ l .IIPEniAI. MARITDIE CL' STOllS, SWATOW • 

[~\ similar lctte1· was addressed to the Commissioner of Customs, Foochow.] 

Ilo :-<(}KONG GENlmAL CnAlmEn OF Colmf:ncE, 

H o xGKO:NG, 25th Jnnuar_v, 1898. 

Sm,-Wit h rcfct·ct1ce to .my letter addressed to you on the 2iith N orem
ber iast oil the subject. of giving reil'at'ds to fishermen and others for infonn

ation as to hidden 'dangers lyil\.g in tite t1·aek of steamer navigation on this 
co)\st; I now heg to i nfo1·m you that the Hongkong an cl Rhanghai nank ha re 
been anthot~ ised ·to honour your dral't to the amount of three lllntdred dolhl!·s 
($"300) for this purpose, ai1d awards C<ln he made either after proof of ~nch 
informnti'on being certified by the Royal .Na''Y or upon such other crideuce 
as yon may deem to he satisfactorv .. 

. . As stated bef~r€', the Pinnacle Rock Fnnd w:1s originally inangnrnted to 
chcrt \'olnntary mfonnatitm of unknown danget·s from fishermen 011 the 

co.ast to the Comti1nndcrs of any of H. R. :M.'s vessels snrreying in theit· dis

trrct, bnt as it is some years since a vessel of t.he Royal Narv hns hecn com
missioned oti this duty, the Fttnd hns remained idle, :md the. Committ-ee think 
that im effort should be ntridc to uti liS<' it. They are aware of the obstacles 
t{) be encomitered in doit1g so, nnd appreciate the difficulty of defiriin{)' the 
track of steamers a!; well ns of discl'iminating het\veen tit~.se dangeri\ ~'biclt 
really affect foreign shipping and those 1H1ich do not. The solittion of the 
latter llihst be left to the discretion of those disti·il.mting the awards in their 
pnr~ionlar district,, '"h(\ 1vill t.herchy earn the thilrlks of the Comri1ittee. 
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i\fy Committee arc of opinion that the awards should range from $10 to 

$50 according to the importance of the danger revealed, the amount of the 

awfl.rds to be left to yom· discretion. 
::Vfy Committee consider that it wonld be more satisfactory for . each port 

to issue its own notices thnn to send a circular notice from Hongkong, nnd 

they would therefore he mnch obliged if you will be good enough to under
take the task, the expense of which should be charged to the Pinnacle Rock 

Fnntl. 'l'hc Commissioners of the Chinese Imperial Maritime Customs at 
various ports have kindly promised their co-operation, nnd have been requested 
to apply to yon for t.he rewards f0r dangers reported to them.-I have, &c., 

R.. CHATTER'fON WILCOX, Recretary. 

Il. .B. l\l.' s Co:; ,<eL, WExcnow. 

[An identical letter was adtlrc·ssed to H. B. M.'fl Consnl, Hoihow.] 

I-fOXGKOXG GENERAL CHA)fR£R OF 00:\D!ERCF., 

lloNGKO~G, 25th January, 189H.. 

Sw,.-I ha\'e the honour to acknowledge receipt or' your letter of the lOth 

ultimo kindly promising to assil!t in giving publicity to the rewards offered 

from the Pinnacle Rock Fund for the disco1ery, by fishermen or others, of 
hidden dangers in the track of steamers, hitherto uncharted, .on the cons~ of 
Sonth China . I now beg t.o inform you that the Hongkong and Shanghai 

B:mk have been anthorised to honom your drafts to thr. amount of three hun

dred dollars for this pnrpost:>, and awards can be made eithct· after proof of 
such information being certified by th<: Roynl Na\'y or upon such other 

cdrlence as you may deem to be satisfactory. 
As stated before, the Pinnacle Rock Fund was originally inaugurated to 

elicit voluntary information of unknown dangers from fishermen on the coast 
to the Commanders of any of H. B . .M.'s vessels surveying in their district, 

bnt as it is ~ome years since a Yessel of the Royal Xavy has been commissioned 

on this duty, the Fund has remained idle, nnd the CJommittce think that an 
effort should be made to utilise it. They arc aware of the obstacles to be 

encountered iu doing so and appreciate the difficulty of defining the track of 

steamers ns well as of discriminating between those dangers which really affect 
foreig-n shipping and those whir.h do not. The SQiution of the lnttRr must be 
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left to the discretion of ihosc tlistriLmtiuO' Ll1e ,·111,11--~~ 1· 11 "' • u~ t!tcir particular 
district, who will thcrehy cam the thanks of the Committee. 

My Committee are of opinion that the aw.mls shonld rtttwe from ;:;: 1 u t 
$"0 d' "' '"' 0 
• <> accor mg to the importance of tile ttmgcr~ t·evealetl, the amount of Lhe 
award to he left to your disct·etion. 

. My ?ommittee considet· that it wunld ue more satisfactory for e.1ch port 
to Issue 1t.s own notice thau to son.I a cin:nlar notice from Hon"'hJttO' . 

1 
l 

h ld · e ' 0 , •l lt 
t ey won therefore b:! much obliged if you wi 11 he good enough to nutlertake 
the task, the expense of which should be charged to the Pitlllacle Hock Fn 1 
Tl C · · .m . 

1e orumtsswners of the Chinese Imperial Maritime Customs at ,.at·ious 
ports have kindly prumised their co-operation and hare hccn requested Lu 

apply to yon for the re\nu·ds for daugers reported to thc1u.-I lnn-e, &c., 

R. CHA'l"l'ERTOX " rlLCOX Sccrctarv 
To Sir Nwuuu~ ILtxn:x, If. B. ni. 's CllX:'t;r.-Gt:X E R.~L, Su .~N<i!l.\1 ••. 

HoxGKO XG GExEnAL 0 11.\ )ll.:J:: n OF Cu)DH; nvJ-; , 

liO!'<GKONG, 2.5th Jauuary, 189H . 
. HIR,-I beg le,we to acknowledge receipt of your l;ttet· of the lOth 

ultuno, and in reference thereto am directed to infot·m yon that the Hon,.,.kotw 

and ~hanghai Bank have been authorised to honour your cktfts to the n:oun~ 
of three hundred dolhws ($300) for the purpose of making payments fot· 
rewards to fishermen and others giviug information of hidden dangers, hitherto 

un.chartcd~ and awards c,lfi b~ ma<le either aftet· proof of such information 

bemg certified by the Royal Na vy or upon snch other evidence as you m:•y 
deem to be sa~isfaciory. 

.. As stated h~fore, the Pinnacle Rock Fnud \l'as originally in<tugurate,l to 
ehctli voluntary mforrualiiou of nnkuowu dange•·s from fishermen on the coas L 

to the Commanders of any of H. B. ~I.'s vessels sntTeying in their district 

hnt as it is some years siucc a vessel of t he Royal Ka,·y has hecn commis.'!ioncd 

on this dnty the Pund h~s remained idle and the Committee think tha t an 
effect, should be made to utilise it. 'l'hcy arc awat·e of the ohstacles to he 

encountered in doing so, and appreciate the ditficnlt.y of defining the track of 

sliea~et'S a~ w.eli as of discriminating hetweeu those dangers which really affect 
foretgn sluppmg and those which do not. 'fhe solution of the latter must be 
le:t to the discretion of those distributing the awards in their particular dis
tnct, who will thereby eam the thanks o.f the Committee. 
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l\Iy Uoa1mittcc ·nrc of opiuiun that the awards should rang~ ft•om $10 to 

$50 a•;conling to the importance of the dang~r revel\led, the nmounll of Lhe 

awanl to he loft to yum·, discretion. 

MJ Committee consider that it would Le more sat.isfactory for each pot·t 
to issue its own notice than to send a circular notice from Hougkong, and'they 

would therefore be much obliged if yon will be gootl enough to undertake the 

task, the expense of which should be charged to the Pinnacle Rock Fund. 

'l'hc Commissioners of the Chinese Imperial ·Maritime Customs at nuious 
ports ha,·c kindly promised their co-operation, nnd h!l\·e been requested to 

upply to you for the rewards for dangers reported to them.-I have, &c., 

R. CHATT:ERTO~ WI~COX, S~:"creta.ry. 

G .. M. H. l'r.AH'A IH, E~•h II. B. :;\<L':sCoxsuL, NlN(:I'O. 

Hox~1w:s-v GE:s-EHAL Cu.ulm:u OF Cc>H)n:m.a:, 

Hu:s-GKONG, 25th .Jauuary, 189H. 

~m,-I am directpc\lo acknowledge . rQqeip~ . of y,oU.l', le,tt,(,)r of. the 11th 

ultimo in rc(cr~nc~ to .the ~cstow.-~1 of rewards. from the. Pinn~lu. RQck 1\uud. 

for infot:mntion ~~ hitherto unknow]l . dangeriS, ap.d, in contiuuation of the 

cotTCSi\?.nLlcnce, now beg to infol'ln yoq th:.1t the HongkQng and Shanghai. 
Bank llal'e ucea authorised to honQUr your tlrafLs to t)le allJQ\\nt of three 

h.undnxl doUar;:; l ~3qo) fot' this purpose, and a, wards, ca,n be: madQ ,c.i~hel.' a.ftcr , 
proof. of . su~h i;Jfo;·watio~ being certified by. the 'ijoyal N~\'Y or. npQ.!~ S\\Ch , 

other cYidencc as yon may deem to be satisfactory. 

. \s stated l).(..fore, Lhc P~uuaclc Rock Fnnd was originally inangnrated to 

elicit Yolnntary information of hidden dnng~rs from. fishermen on the coast to 

t.hc Commanders of anyof H. B. l\L's ships surnyiug in their.distriut, but.at> 

it i!>.SOUJt: years iiince a vessel of the Royal Navy has been commissio.ued ou. 

this duty, the Fund has remained idle, and the Committee thiukth1.1t an effort 
should l>c n1<1dc to ntilise it. They arc aware of the oustaclcs to be encountered· 

in doing so, and npprcci11t!} the difficnlLy. of <\dining, the. track of swa.roers 
as wclltts of discriminating bet1\·cen those dangers which really. affect foreign 

shipping and those which do not. 'J'he solutio~ of the lattc1'- mus~ be . left to 
the discretion of those distribnting LlJe awards in their particular districts, who 

will thereby earn the .thanks of the Comruitteo. 
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~:Ly CommitLcc arc of opinion Lhat the a wards shouldrauge frow $1 tt tu 

~Hi() !l!<COrdi,ng to th<l iq:1portauce of the danger rcrealed, the aruotmt of the 
award to be left to your discretion. 

'.Che Committee consiuer that ili would Le wore satisfnct.ory for each port 
to.issne it13 owu notice than to send a circnlar JWticc from Honukou" and 

" o> 

they would therefore be much ouliged if you will he good enou~!J to underi.ake 
the task, the expense of which. shonld be clu\l'gcu to the Pinnacle Rock Fm.,d. 

'l~hc Co1)1tnissioners of the Chinese Iruperiull\hritime Customs at mrions 
ports ha\·e ki!ldly. promised their eo-opemtiou, and have been requested to 
apj~l}· to.yon fot'. the rew.nrds for clangers reported to thcm.- 1 ha\'c, &e., 

H.. CHATTERTO~ WlLCOX, Secretary. 
W. F. CAlCLES, E~'l·· H. n. M.'s CONSUL, Foocuow; 

· Ho:s-GKONG (h:xJmAJ. Cu.DII:E l~ OJ.' Co)L\IEHn:, 
!IONGJW~G, 25th January, 1898. 

::iw,-1 ha\·.e the honour to acknowledge receipt of yonr letters of the 

6Lh, 8th, and i!Oth ultimo wiLll enclosecl copies of noti::e to lishm·meu issilefl 
hy y.omself aml of the proclamation issued hy the Taotai, ll\Hl am i nstrnctcd 
to com~y .to y.vu the thanks of my. Committee fot· the interes~ you hare shown 

and. the tt•ot~ble taken by you in the matter. Your suggest.ious with others 

made to the Chamber on the subject h•l\'C been carcfnlly considered, and I 
now bog to inform you that the Hongkong and Shanghai Bnnk h:we been 
at,thorised to . honour your dmft to the amount ·of three hundred dollars 
for this. purpose, nnd awnrds can be made either after proof. of such informa

tion being certified by the Hoyul Navy or upon such other e\'ideuce as you 
may deem to be satisfactlll'Y . 

1\..s. stated before, the Pinnacle Hock. Fund was origi ually inaugurated to 

elicit \'oluntnry. information of unknown dangers from fishermen and others 
on the coast to Commanders of any of ll. B. :M.'s ships snrveyiug in their 

district, but as it is some years t>ince a vessel of the Royal Navy has been 
commissioned on thil5 dnty, the Pnnd ha-s rern1~incd itlle, and the Co:nmiLtee 

think that an effort should be made to utilise it. 'fhey are aware of the obs
tacles to be encountered in .doiug so,. and a.ppteciate the difficulty of defining 
the tmck of steamers as well as of discrimiuat.inlY between those dmwers which 

" " really. affect foreign shipping aud tho~e which do not. The solntion of the 

latter .must be left to the discretion of those distributing the awards in thei'r 

}>hrticnlar district, who will thereby cam Llw thmtks of the Committee. 
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My Committi:c are of opiuiun that the awanls should range from $ lu to 

$50 according to the importance of the dauger revealed, the amount of the 

award to be left to your discretion. 
The Committee consider that it would Le more satisfactory for each port 

to issue its own notice than to send a cirenbr notice ft·om Hongkong, aud . 

they would therefore be mnch obliged if yon will be good enough to under

take the task, the expense of which should be charged to the Pinuacle Hock Fnnd. 
The Commissione1·s of the Chinese Imperial Maritime Customs at ,·arious 

ports ha\'e kindly promised their co-operation, and they have been reqncstecl 

to apply to you for the rewards for dangers reported to them.-1 ha,·e, &c., 
R. CHATTERTOX WILCOX, ~ccretary. 

C. T. GARDNim, H. B. l\L',; Co~:n:L, Alror. 

HvXGKO~<T GEXEJUL CHAlJIH: R Ot' COlimmc ;-: , 

HoNGKONH, 25th January, l89H. 

~m,-I am directed to acknowledge receipt of your letter of the 8th 

instant anu to thauk yon f<H' the ready co-opemtion promised iu the effort now 

heino· made to utilise the Pinnacle Rock Fnnd. I now beg to infot·m you that 
"' the Hongkong anJ Shanghai Bank have been an~horised to honom your 

drafts to the amount of three hundred dollars ($300) for this pmpose, and 

awards can he made ei~her after proof of such inf.mnation being certified by 
the Royal Na,·y or upon snoh othet· evidence as you may deem to he satisfactory. 

As stated before, the Pinnacle Rock Fund was originally i uaugura.ted to · 

elicit voltmtat·v informa~iou of unknown dangers from fishermen ou the coast 
to Commaude~·s of any of H. B. 1\I.'s ships sm'\'eying in that district, but os 

it is som~ years since a nss!:l of the Royal Navy has been commissioned ou 
this duty, the l~nncl has t·emainecl idle, and the Committee think that an effort 

shottld he made to utilise it. They arc aware of ~he obstacles to be encountered 

iu doing so and appreciate the difficulty of defining· the track of steamers as 
well as of discriminating between those dangers which rcn.IIy affect foreign 
shipping and those which do not. 'rhe solution of the h\tter must be left to the 

discretion of those distribu ~ing lhe awards in their particular district, who 

will thereby earn the thanks of the Committee. 
My Committee are of opinion that the awards should range from $10 to 

$50 according to the importance of the danger revealed, the amount of the · 

award to he left to your discretion. 
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The Committee considet· that it would he more satisfactot·y fo1• each port 

to issue its own notice than to send a circular notice from Hongkong, and 
they would therefore be much obliged if you will he g-ood enough to under

take the task, the expense of which should he charged to the Pinnacle Rock 
Fund. 

The CommisSioners of the: Chinese Imperial Maritime Customs at mrious 
ports have kindly promised their co-operation, anrl have heen requested to 
apply to yon fot· payment of rewards for dangers reported to them.-I have, &c., 

R. CHATTERTO~ WILCOX, Secretnt·y. 
CoLI~ M. FonD, E~q., H. B. M.'s CoNSPL, SwATOw. 

• H OXGK ONG GENF.RAL CHAl!BER OF CO.I!MERCE, 

HoxoKONG, 25th .January, 1898. 

Sm,-I am directed to acknowledge receipt of your letter of the 15th 
ultimo, and to thank you for the ready co-operation promised in the effort now 

being made to utilise the Pinnacle Rock Fund. I now beg to inform you that 

the Hongkong nnd fihnnghai Bank ha,·e been authorisetl to honour your drafts 
to the amount of tht·ee hundred dollars ($300) for this purpose, and awards 
can be made either after proof of snch information being certified by the 

Royal Ntwy or npon such other evidence as you may deem to be satisfactory. 

As stated before, the Pinnacle Rock l•'nnd was originally inaugurated to 
elicit volnntnry information fJf unknown danger~ from fishermen on the coast 
to ·commanders of any of H. B. 1\T.'s ships surveying in that district, but 

as i& if: some years since a Ycssel uf tl1e Hoynl Navy has bten commissioned on 
this dnty, the l?nnd has remained idle, and the Committee think that an effort 

should be made to nLilise it. They nre aware of the obstacles to he enconntered 
in doing so and ap!Jrecinte the difficnlty of defining the track of steam<:rs as 
well as of discriminating between those dangers which really a/feeL foreign 

shipping and those which do not. The solution of the latter must be left to 
the discretion of those distributing the awards in their particular district, who 
will thereby et>.rn the thanks of the Committe:J. 

My Committee are of opinion thnt the awards should range f1 om $10 to 
$50 according to the importance of the danger renaled, the amount of awnt•d 
to be left to yonr discretion. 

The Committee consider that it would be more sntisfacto1·y for each port; 
to issue its own notire than t.o send n rircnlar notice from HonO'kOnO' and r:o. ,..,, 
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they would therefore be much obliged if you wiH ·he good enough -to tl'nder
take the task, the expense of wl1lch should be charged to lihe Phmncle Rock 
Fund. 

The Commissioners of the Chinese Impcl'ial Maritime Oustoins ~ t n rions 
ports ha\'e kindly promised their co-operation, and have been requested to 
apply to you for payment of rewards for da ngers reported to them.-I have, &c., 

R. CHATTERTON WiLCOX, Seci·etnry. 

·w. H. Wn.KIX~o~, E~q., TI. B. M.'s AcTING CoNsuL, PAKHor. 

Hoxmw:o~o GJr.N ERAT. CuHrnEn OF Co)DlF.nCF., • Ho~GIW~G, 25 th J anuary, 1898. 

Sm,-I have the honour to acknowledge receipt of your letter of the 6th 
ultimo, and mu dcsircrl hy my Committee to tenrler you their thanks for the 
ready co-operation promised therein. The Committee regret their inability to 
adopt the suggestion of the Cant.on officin.l to send a \'essel and p.ick np fisher
men at different point~ on the coas~ as there is at present no surveying vcssei 
on the Rtation, and if there were it would depl:'nd upon the view that the 
Admiral might. take of the proposal. 

In continuation of prerions con espondence, J now beg to inform you 
that the Hongkong and Shan.ghai Bank have heen authorised to honour your 
dr,tfts to the amount of three hu nurcd dollars for this purpose, and nwards 
can be made either after JWOof of such information being certified by the 
Royal Kavy or upon such other evidence as you may deem to he satisfactory. 

As stated before, the Pinnacle Rock F und was originally inaugurated to 

elicit voluntary information of unknown dangers from fishermen on th;J ·coast 
to the Commanders of any of H. B. M.'s ships surveying in theiL· (!!strict, but 
as it is some years since a ves~el of the Royal N1n·y has been co·mmissioned ·oh 
this dnty the Fund has ramained idle, and the Com m'itt.ee think that an effort 
shonld be mn.de to utiliee it . 'l'hey art' aware of the ~bstacles to be encomitercd 
in doing so and npprecinte the difficulty of defining the tt·ack of steamers as 
well 11s of discrimiMting between those daugers which really affect foreign 
shipping and those which do not. 'l'he solution of the lat ter must be li:ft to 
the discretion of those difltribnting the awards in their particnhu· dist1·ict, who 
will therchy earn the thAnks of t,he Commi ttee. 
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Jf,V C'omruittee ll!'e of opinion that the awn r<ls shonltl range from $ 1o to 

$50 according t0 the i~portance of the danger rercaled, the nmonnt of the 
· fi\\'tn·d to be left to your discretion. 

The Committee consider that it would he more satisfactory for l':t<:!t port 
to issne its own notice than to send a ci rculnr notice from H ongkong, and they 
wonlrl therefore be mnch obliged if yon will he goorl enot!gh to undertake the 
t,ask, t,llC expense of which shonltl be ch:11'ged to t he Pinnacle Hock Fnncl. 

The Commissionct'S of the Chiue>e I mperial 'M aritime Cust-oms nl rat·ions 
ports ha\'e kindiy promised their CO·Opera tion, and hare l.Jecn reque~tcu to 
apply to yon for rewards fot· dangers reported J;o them.-lltavc, &c., 

H. CHAT TEln'OX WILCOX, 8ccret:ny. 
R1· n o :s BnENA:S, Esq., C.M.G., H. B. ?!1 .'s Co!\'SFL, CANTOx. 

Cus-ro~t H O\:sE, 

C ANTOX, 28th J;~nuary, 1 89~. 

Sm,-I ha Ye to acknowledge t;l~e receipt of yonr letter of the 25th instant, 
informing me that thCI Hongkong General ChamLcr of Commerce l1as placed a 
credit of $300 in the Hongkong and Shanghai Bank at the disposal of IT. B. ;)I.'s 

Consul in each Ronth China Coast Treaty P01't to facili tate t.he early payment 
of rewards ft·om the Pinnacle Rock Fnnd for t.fte discovrry of hi•1den dange1..; tQ 

navigation, which I h:we noted, antl thank you for. 

With regard tu t.ltc letter of th<: 2iith No,·emhct• to which yon refer me on 
the snhject., I shnll he mnch obliged by your kindly sending me a dnplicate as 

I appr.ar to ha\'C nn Lmce of it in my ni'ch i\·es.-I am, &c .. 

K B. DREW, Commissioner of Cn~tnm~. 
T o H. Cn.\TT EnTo.s Wn.cox, E~q .. 

Sr:cretar,,·, Jin:'\G I\Ol'\11- GENE RAl. Cn .u rt:F. It o r.· Co~DI CflcE. 

HoNGii:O.SG GExErtAJ. Cn.u ua :n oF CO)DrEitCE, 
H o:-;<:Kox G, 31st J n.uunl'y, 189S. 

· ~m,-1 heg: to 0\\' 11 recei pt of yom· letter vf the :!l:itlt instant, acknowledg
ing receipt of my letter of the 2iitlt idem in refe1·ence to the Pinnacle Rock Fuud, 
a.ncl nsking for a copy of tlw Chambur's letter of the 2:)th ::\o,~mbcr last on the 
same snhjcct, a duplicate of which 1 uow h ~ re the pJe,tsnre to enclose.-r':!m, &c., 

H. C l! ATTEWl'O X WILC'OX, Sccrctar.'·· 
E. B. DREW, Esq., Commis~ioner, 

C niXP. SE T)tt' r.nr.u. }L\nt TD I E C'TT~Tf•)l ~, C .\ XT•.l:'oi. 
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C't: :>TO)t IIuus r.. 

S H ANGH A 1, :J I st .Tan nary, 189t;. 

Sw,-I haYe the hononr to aeknowlcdge the receipt of yonr letters of the · 

2fith N O\'cm her, 1897, and 25th instant regarding the desirability of extending 

onr knowlerl~e of hidden danger.;; to navigation through means of rewnrc1s from 

t11e " Pinnnr.lc Rock Fnnd," rerpwsting my co-opemtion in making the offet· of 

these rewards known, nnd informing me furthet• that H. B. 1\{.'s C'onsnls at the 

Southern Ports are empowered to make pnyments ft·om the fnnd in question, 

and, in reply, to nssnre yon of my readiness Loco-operate ns far as lies in my power; 

and in this connection I beg to senrl yon a copy of a dcspatcb addressed to me 

on tllC snhject by Captain A. M. Buun;F., Coast Inspeetor , detailing the steps 

he pi·opo;;es to take to fm·ther the ohjeets yon ha,·e in d ew.-I ha r<', &c., 

L. HOCHEH. C om mis!< io n<'l' of Cn:<tom~. 

H. Cu ATTEt:To:-< W n.cox , Esq., Secret:uy, 
Hox c:; K ON•~ GF.X F. JLU . Cn.o nn:n OF C o )nn: n cE. 

;:-ih:mghai, ;1l st .Tnun:wy, 1S!l8. 

Sir,-In the mattc.r of lhe ' 'Pinnacle Rock I·'und," conccming which the 

fo;em·et ary of the H0ngkong Chamber of Commerce luu; addressed you, the only 

practical co-opei'Utiou tlwt I can suggest iu the Shanghai Lights District is that 

information be circulated by this dcparLment nmong-st fishermen and jnnkmen 

gencmlly, and especially when r isits nre made to the light stations, to t he <'ffcct 

t hat a rewanl of not less than ~10 nor more than $ i',ll '"ill be paid to any fisher

man or ot.her pcrS(Jll who shnll poi nt out and pcrs01mlly locate any nnknown 

snnkeu rock \Yhich is so situntcd as to endanger ,·essels following snch tracks a~ 

they ot·d i n~trily take or that it runy seem adrisable that they should take. 
I t wonld, of conrse, be understood that the disco\·erer of any such danger 

would ha>c to condnct an officer of this department to the locality, and that the 

payment of a reward could only follow upon careful examination ani\ verification 

of the position of the dauger, the dept.h of water over it, &c., &c. 
Jn conrlusion, l wonld mention that I propose to send a copy of this des

patch to the Commissioner of Customs nt eaoh of the Const Ports sonth of 

Shanghai, with a Yiew to the inangnration of a similar mode of proccdnre in 

each district concerned.-1 am, &c., 

Xu. 1197. 
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l 't.::iTo)l ll tii..:::<E, 

KtuXGCHow, 4rh Fcuruary, 189~. 
Hm,-1 beg Lo acknowleuge the receipt of your let-ters of 2;,tlt .November 

and 25th J auuat•y last: rewards offered to fishermen awl ot.ftcrs fot· Lhe <liscu1·crr 

of uucbarteu rocks lying in the tr.tck of steamers naYig<~ting the Chiucse C(JHS;: 

anu iu reply lo inform yon t,hat .1 shall have mnch pleasure in directing anybody 

who, to my kuo~rleug-c, has disco \·ered snch rocks to report thoit· exact loe1dit1· 

to H. B. :\I.'s Cousnl and to tlaim the promisC'd rewanl.--1 am, &c., • 

J . F. SC IH~E.NlCKE, Commi ,;~ioncr of Cn~tvw». 
n. Cl! .\TTE I:TOX "" n.cox, E:;q ., . 

~ccrcta ry, ITuXG K O:>(; GEXEH.\1. Crr,uwEt: oF Co)nH:I:n:, li•.•x(;l\,J:'i o:. 

Ct: Sl'O)l 1-lor;::;t·:, 

l ' AKIJor, 17tlt Fcl>l'lHII'Y• ums. 
~w,-I Leg to auknowlctlgc the receipt of your letter of the :21\th ultimo 

ou tlw subject of rewarus offered hy your Chamber from Lhc P i nuaclc Rock FtiiHl 

to fishermen and othct·s for information of hidden tlanger:>. You iuform n1c 
in your k ttct· nnucr rc~ly tha t for any such rewards to which I may be satis

fied any one gidng information i ~ cut.itlcd, I am to apply to H. B. M.'s Con.;ul 
at this port for pnyn1eut. 

I n your letter you refer tu auuthcr atldn:~~ed Lo mc nuc.lur date ~vth Xo
\"clll uer last, ll'hiclt has, boil'(; I"(~ I' not reucl.tetl lllC ·- I UU1 &·c ' . '" ' ., 

G. F . l\1ULLBR, .-\cting Commissioner. 
IL CHATTEitTO X W1Lcox, E~q., ~ccrct ary, 

H ox" KOXG G !!:x t::tU L Cu .u w.ER OF Co)Dl EHcE, ll uxl;liOXv. 

ll uxvr.:Ox•.; G:::N t::H.\ 1. Cll .\ )IHEI{ oF Co)D!E!tn:, 

lioxGJ.: OxG, 22ud FcbnHtry, 1898. 

~m,-J beg to own recci!Jt of your letter of tbe 17th iusLant ackuow

k'tlging ininc of the :!•:itb ultimo anJ st,tting that the Chantber':s lcLtm· of the 

25th Xo,·cwber last had not reached you. Thi:> wa.~ ]Jt'obnblv due to its 

hciug addt·csscd personally to .rom prcdccc~st.lr nt Pakhoi arul th~n ucirw SCIIL 

nftcr him. 1 now euclusc for your information a copy of the lll issiug d~.:s;akh, 
and rcmaiu, &c., 

H. CIIATTERTO~ WILCOX, 1;ecrot:tn·. 
G. F. M CLJ.ER, Etil[o, Actiug Oommi:;sioucr, . 

Cm xr::sE {)ll' E IU .\L l\IAmTDtt:: Cc:-;T .. )I i:', P.uur .. z. 
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.Z1. 
Importation of Indian Yarn in Tonkin. 

CoLO:SIAL SE<JRET.u~r':s OF~'J CE, 

Ho:wKONG, 5th ,July, lti9i. 

~m,-1 am dirct:ted to transmit for the infonn3.tiou of the Chamber of 

Cou:mercc the euclo~ed copy of a letter from the Consul fot• France relative to 

the importation into Tonkin of Indian Cotton Yarns.-! lmve, &c., 

J. f:. '1'. BUCKLE, per Colonial Secretary. 

The t'ccrct;uy, CIIA111.li·:n OF co~mt: ltC~:. 

Hong-kong, le 5 Jnill~t, 18!1/. 

~1ousicur le :-:iccrctair~ de h~ Coluuie,-- .l 'ai l'houncnr de \'OHS infOI'mer que 

j'ai l'CC ll cc jour de ~I. le Guli\'Ct'llC\Il'-Geni·ral tie r Indo-Chiuc le tClcgrnwmc 

sni raut :-
,, Coton urnt et file~ eo ton provenance I ude pcu \'cllL CllLl'Cl' Tou kin, 

:>cront dc:>infectes arrivec."· . 

,J'apprcnds a yec plai:~ir l'adopLion de ccGtc mesure que j'a v:tis prcposce duns 

le unt de faciliter les relations entre ·CC port et le Toukin. 

V cnillcz agrcc·r, le ~ecrcta.irc de la Colonic, les assurances ile ma luwte con-

sideration. 
LEo~r (:m: L1o; Roux. 

'l'o the IInnunr.1!•lc .1. Jl. ~Lcwarl L•J<:khmt, Colonial 1;ccretary, llongkong-. 

llv:\uKt.'XL; Ut-:xEt>.\1. CHA)IUJm oF Colnu-:n<.:E, 

li O!>GKONI:, ith Jnly, 189i. 

:-; 11:,-1 ha\·c tu •~cknowlcdge, with thanks, receipt of ~·our letter Xo. lli[/G, 

datl'U i:it.lt iustaul, transmitting for the information of this Chamber copy of<\ 

ldll'r fro111 the Frem:h Consul rcla.tive to the i mportat.iou into Tuukiu o~ Judian 

L'otton Ym·n.-1 have, &t•., 
H. CHATTERTOK WJLCOX, ~eerctary. 
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Supply of Rice to Ceylon. 

THI' CEYLux Uu,umER oF Cv)DI Klt<.:E, 

UOLOMBO, 3nl Nt)Yemher, lS!Ji. 

DEAR 1:im,--l mu dircctcu by my Committee to Ill<Jnire whcthet· curry 

stuffs and a large supply of Rice fit. for cooly use could, iu a case of cJucrg-cucy, be 

shipped to Colombo f t·om yo.m· prHt, aud if so whether shippiug faciliti es nre 
regular. 

lily Committee 1\'0nl<l esteem iL a grcaL farour if yuu woulll scml ~wuplcs of 

the rice that would iu the above in~>tancc he :shipped, togctbcr with Lhc c.i.f. 
Colombo price.-Yours, &c., 

C. E. H. ~LMOX:-:i, l:iecrctary. 
• 

TJ.c ~ccrclary, Cu A )lil t:: I• OF ColDII;I:GE, HuN<; K•.>XG. 

liONGKOXG, 2:>ni .Xo\·cmher, 18!)';'. 

DEAr. SIH,-1 Leg !care to acknowledge rel!eipt of yom lettm· of the :>nl 

instant inquiring whether, in case of emergency, a large supply of ril!c an•] curry 

stuff fit for c•)olie use could be shipped fi'Om this port to Colombo. 

lu reply, I am iustructctl l•y my Committee to inform yon tl.wt
• 1. The rice usnally referred to in commerce !:S Chinn, Rice is Lhc pro-

duce of 1:\iam allll Cochin-C'hinn. Xe<.~ rly all the rice imported 

here comes from Ban0o·kok and Saio-on. and the uulk of t his "rain 0 . 0 

is re-exporl('tl to. Cl1incsc FOl'b. · Jt would p1·obably 1Jc chL·apct· 

.for you to imporli it direct, but, if more con\·cuicnt, you could 

obtain large supplies from here with considcraulc regularity, LIJLTC 

bciug, as you arc aware, frequent communication l•y holm·sl.<·am

er:; passi ng tluougil. 

:?. The curry stuff used by Iudians here is imporwd from lntlia. Thl' 

Cb.ill(::le use coullimeuLs of a different nature, ::.nch as fhh, soy, 
clJillies and \'cgctal)les. 
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;~. The privcs of ltive per picul (l:l:J} lb~) as 'JlJoJtcd iu Lhe la,;t, i:S!illc of 

th is Chamber's Circular were:-
Siam Cargo, Ko. 1,. . . .... . . ..... . . .. S}ll.7ii 

•) ;} , ;~;j ,, ., 
" 

_, ......... ......... 
. , Cleaned, . . .. .. . .... . ..... . .. . . . . -t..l-0 to ·Liit1 

" 
Cargo, Ku. 1' short., . . . ·· ··· 3.05 

" 
,, 

" 
0) . , 

" 
:UHi 

., 
" 

1, long, i3.;~ ;; 

" " 
·~ - , :}. 2 ;) 

, Cleaned,, l, short, .. . ... ... ·l.l;) 
,, H.8;i 

" " " -· " 
" " 1' long-, ......... ·l ..lt• 

9 4. ~11 ., , 
" - , " 

·L ~Iy Cummiltcc regret that the Clmmber i,; nnal>lc to supply s.tmpll:s 

ur qnoilc pl'ices c.i.f. Colombo. These arc, howc,·ct·, no duuht 

ol>tainal.Jlc from the princi pal rice shippers here.-! am, &c., 
H. CHATT ERTOX WlLCOX, Secretary. 

T he ::iccrclary, Ct:rr.o:o; C II A)II:I:: t: or C<nDl £ncr:. 

za. 
Delayed Deliveries by Post Office. 

H o:q; IUI:\(} G EXERAL Cn .DI BElt ()F co~Dtl:l!l; E, 

Hoxc~~: ox•;, 28th ,Ja.mw ry, 1H98. 

Sm,-1 am dircct<:ll by my Committee to call the attention of the Go,·eru

ment to the unsatisfactory working of the Post Office Dcpartmcut. Complaints 

lta,·e reached thi1; ChamlJct· of grent r.nd appat·ently causeless dchy in the dcli
rcry uf sumc of the mai ls and of the closing of others enrlict· than usual or than 

wonld appear t.o he ncccsstuy, to the serious i:1convcnicnce and loss of Lime to 
those engaged in business. Complain ts have also lately been made iu the P ress 

to the same effect, antl my Committee t lict·eforc beg lc!wc to call the aUentiun of 

t,hc Government t.o this maLtet-. 

To gi,·e SOlllC cases in point . Un the ±th instant the :\1. M. steamer r arra, 

with the French mail from Emopc, reached her buoy at 7 a.m. The dcli rcry 
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was announced to he hegnn ot noon, hnt the letter~ were: not <lrlin~rrd nntil be
tween 1 p.m. and 2 p.m. On tbc same day the ::VI. M. steamer Salazie, from 

Shanghai, anivcd and anchored nt 2 p.m. Her mnils, ho~rcver, were not dcli

,·ercd nnW 7 JUn., and se,·crnl hongs did not rccci,·c their hngs until after that 
honr. 

I t is part.icnlarly incon\'enicnt fo t· firms closing their mails to Europe or 

America to be kept waiting fur ndrices from the North, i11 some cases until a 

late hour, and crcn too late for the outgoing mail, although it mny 13c of great 
importance to them to save it. 

If the stn.ff of the Post Office is inndcqnatc for the "·ork, and these late 

delays :~re the resnlt. of pressure, my Committee heg respectfully to suggest th:~t 
kshoulcl be strengthened by tl1c addition of extra sorters t0 provide for the con

tingency of the arriral and dcpwtnrc of two mails on the same mornitw a!' is not 
.. 0':), 

infrequently the case. 

I am also instructed to hring to yonr notice the nn•)ertai n ch:ll'acter of the 
deli veries of local concspondencc. L<·tt-ers post.ecl for locnl del irery are often 

delayed an nudnc len~th of time alHl arc frcqncntly delivered at uusiness pre
mise:;; instead of at the pri rate honscs to which they arc actually addressed. 

'l'msting that this matter will receire the early at.tcntion of the norem
mcnt.- I har r , &e., 

R. CHATTERTOX WILCOX, Secrctnry. 

lionont·n.hlc .J. TT. ~TEWAHT LOCKHART, Colonial Scrretm·y. 

Cor.t'o:S IAJ. Sr.CI1ETARY's OFFICE, 

Iloxorwrw, ·ith Fchntar)·, 1898. 

Sm,-1 n reply to yom letter of the 28th nltimo, t·especting the \\'Orking of 
the Post Office Depar tn'cnt, I am directrd to tt·ansmi t for the informntion of the 
Commit.tcc of the Cba mber of Conuncrcc the enclosed copy of a report by the 

Postmaster nencral on the snhject, and to stnte that this Govcmment. wonld be 

glad if the commnnity \vould help to impro\c the local dclirery by reporting to 
the Post master General in each instanre of wrong or late deli rcry as snggcsted by 

that officer.-I have, &c., 

,T. H . STEW A HT LOC: KH ART, Coloninl Serr(' ta.ry. 
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Urport U!J I"C P oslnwslcr r:euernl. 

Ilononrable Colonial Sccrct.nry,-1'he mail from Em·ope was signalled ns 

in harbt1Hr at G.l'l:i a.m. and the mnilt:: were landed at ahnnt 8. 

T hl) Post Office lannch wns ont at f.:recn Island at ii a. m., bnt as there wns 

no sign of the vessel after waiting till G.l5 the launch came hack and had jnst 

reached the wharf when the signal went np at the Peak. 

The lannch went ont again nt once. H appears that although the agent 

reported having nrri1·ecl at 1 a. m. lhe mail lay at a considerable distance outside 

the harbour till G.flO. At the t im.:: the mail 'f•'s landed the German mail for 
Em·opc was being despatched so that the F t·ench mail conlJ not be opened nntil 
aft-et· s.no. Being the 1'\cw Year mail it took longer than usnal to sort, nnd was 

not ready till uoon. 

'J'hc French mail from Sllangh<li al'l'i ve<l in harhom· at 2 p.m. 1\Ud the mail 
was received in the Office nt :1. As all the offie~1·s ,,·ere engaged in closing the 

mails for the North hy .t ile ve~~cl f1·om En rope the Hhnnghai mail conlJ. not. be 

dealt with nntil after 5 o'clock. 

The follmr ing is the list of mails whieh were heing c1o~ed at the time:

An·atomt Apr.ar for Singapore, &c. 

!Jsi,l Cbi 

Szer!t. •tru 

('hing pill(! 

Yar1·a 

Jl [ ('lllllllil' 

, Shanghai. 

., Ilongay. 

, Chcfoo. 

., Shaugluti, &e. 

, Australia. 

There is no ncr.ommmlntion for the snggcst{!d increase of staff. 

As regards the question r1f the rldirery of local correspondence it is a matter 

which in almost e\'CI'Y instance rests wi th tlv~ po:;tmen, and wrong or late rleli

rcries can only be de.llt wi th hy the matter being reported to me in each instance 

with the usual proof. I regret that people do not take the small tronhle of 
wt·iting their remarks on the coYers and J'cturni ng them to me. If that were 
done in the majority of instances the scrl'ice wonld he improred. 0encJ•al state-

ments are of no ralue whatever. 

A. ~L TH(>:\lSON, Po~tmaste1· HenPrtd. 
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Abolition of the Import Duty on Tea in Belgium. 

~ • . • , . HOXGKONG-, ;)nth Decem bl'l', l x !)7' 
do~~;I EI! It r.r. Sr.{~HETAm;.· -,l '~t ' l'l . l . 1 · l' . ., 1 1 lOnnem re vons m former r111c h:~ 

~~~~:~ ( entJ'('e ctablis sm· le the sont abolis en Belgiquc a p:tr~it• tln I .Janriet·~ 

. , R~cercr,, jc rons pric, ~\IonRicm·le ~ecrfottlirc, l'assnranec uc ma I . t ' , 
Sidt't';lLJOII. · ' 1.\n l! (CI Il-

. . . . . . Le Consnl de Bclgi(pw, Ll£OX V!XC.\ RT. 
~fon~ICIII le Sr.crel:lln· cle I:J C n .\ :UIIHE DE Co~DIF.RCE A H · 

--- ·- · · '• ' 0:\1; 1\()N G. 

lfoxmwxo GENEILH. Cu.nwEn oF Co~DIF.Hn: , 

' liOXG K ONG, vl'll J anHa.ry, 189R. 

'. :"lit,-I" beg Lo .ackJ.JOWiedg!', with thanks, the reccip~ of your cs~eemc(l 
lcttet of ~he ,,o~h nl~nno lllformi no· this Chnm ber of th . ' t ' , . " C lllvl!n lOll of \'OUr fiO\' 
einnwnt to abolish import. dnty on te:t from the 1 t J· . . . . -s ,uw.uy, IS!JR.- 1 haw, &c. 

. , H. CH ATTEHTOX W1L('OX SPPrci:IIT. ' 
I. t:nx \ IXC .-urr, E~q., ('ox;.n, FOH BI~ r.r.n·~ , . . 

Z5. 
The Philadelphia Commercial Museum. 

T p HE ' 11 JI. A llET. I' IliA :\I liS 1·: or ~ . 

I 
PlllLADELI'HI.~ , 20th Xo\·cmhcr 1 0()" 

)E \ n S W k I . ' "· ' . 
- •• •. 1 r:,- e tn ·c t liS means of presenting to your hononmLle hod . lhc 
~.!an and purpose of the Philarlelphin Cornmet·cial Mnse•mt '1'1 . . }11' . 
1 St't t' }' . ' · 1iS IS a ]Ill I If' 
n I u lOll£ JL·ected tow:wds the g·cncml ad nmcemen~ of i nt"l'11at'JoJ'tl . w f I fi 1 " ' ,, COIDlllerct· 

c ee cou c cnt that these purposes arc such as to be of 1' . t . . 
('I 1 ~. f -, c 11 cc Interest to C\'!!J'Y 

t'lm lvr o Commerce or commerci;ll organiz:ltion iu the world It l I . 
funnel j ll i he past IJ:• those who 1\'el'e des irons of hni! )' f . . HIS leCll , . · ( mg 11P a orc1gn tracl(! allfl 
e.lconutglllg the mntnal excbnuge of nntional iwodnr.ts tlJ· t f , 1 1 1 · · ' · .t one o t. 1e oTc·tt!•st 
~ )S:l:t' <'R to lJe met has becH aJHl still is, the lack of definite and pra(;ti rll~ lo.JO\:._ 

er1,.,c ~f the r:sont'ccs. nnd reqniremcll ts of different localiti t·s . 

'I he Plulr,<lclplna Commercial :Mnsenm wns fonndcd priimrily lrith ll 
pm·pose of dissemi11nting knowleJO'e of this l·intl , 1 1 . ',. • . te 1 f · . <' ' ' a. I( a so Ill ontet' to awaken 
an( o~tPr an lllff'l'f'~ t- Ill t.llr pns;ihility nf int cmationul r.ommct'\'C', snr:h :1!\ nm~t 
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enntually lend to a better feeling between nations and a more cordial undet·

stnnding between business men uf different residences nnd forms of speech. 

The Phih;Jelphin Commercial l\-1n~emn was founded hy the City of Phila

delphia. It is maintnined hy the City and State of Pcnnsylrnnia . 

The Philadelphia Commercial Museum is rollccting, classifying nnd in

stalling for permanent exhibition, the natnral products of e,·cry country in the 

world which arc in any way ea rabic of entering into commcrcialrelations with 

the U uited States. The attention of the manufacturers of this country i;; rallecl 

to such products as may be made available for their special uses. 

A scientific In borntory examines products and reports ns to thei r value 

for special uses. Rnch examination and nnn.lysis is done without rhargc for 

those who forward materials for pcrnmneut exhibi tion. 

A well CIJUippcd Dnrcau of Infot·mation gathers commercial data from nll 
pnrts of the world and makes it available for bnsiness men of e' ·ery nationality. 

By a careful and acenratc study of nll the important markets of the world, this 

Rnrcan is iu a position to report ns to the possibility of pm·rhasing or selling 

any article in any market. 

If your Chamber as a. whole, or its membPrs indiviuunlly, arc in any way 

interested in selling theit· products in the t'"nitcd States, or in hnying in return 

any of the products of this country, the Philadelphia Cc·mmerci:d Musenms will 

undoubtedly be of material assistance. 

In order to make the Institution national and internationa-l in its organiza

tion and sphere of usefnluess an Advisory Board hfls been c:reat'}d i:lcluding

l st. R~~rresentati,·e members from the C'hamhers of Commrrr.c in the United 

States. 

2nd. i\1cm bcrs from the Chnm bers of Commerce of all the foreign countries. 

This AdYisory noarJ is a. pcrmanent organization and exercises a genera.] 

snperrisory influence on:r the work of the Iustitutiou. By accepting membrr

ship in this A<h·isory Board a Chamber of Commerce is not asked to girc its 
appro,·al of any general plan (or tl1eory. By such action a Chnmbrr simply 

attempts to hnild np a steady and legitimate foreign comrncrcc, and thereby 

to cn t1se a stronger feeling of international amity and good-will. 

We baYe now the honour to present to yonr Chamhr.t· an im·itation to 

11cccpt membership in this Institn~ion and to signify your acceptance by 11p

poiuting two of yonr memhers as deleg-ntrs, who shall f<etTe :1s ~·onr repn•srntn

lir<'-' in lhe no:wil. 
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\re do nut wi,;lt tu influence yom· cltuicc iu Lhe nppoint.meut uf the 
1
lcle

gatcs, but '~"OHld sn.;gest that you select prominent member.~ of 1·onr Chum l.J .. r 
who arc in sympathy with the ohjeets of the Buanl. • V 

fn order to secure the best rcrwesent·1tion Cln111 lr•t· ' ol· Cot · 1 · , ' v" · nmercc Ill t1e 
Uuitetl :-ltates ha,·c usu Lllv appointe:l their Pr~.;sideut ·1nd :-;e •

1
• • 1 

1 • · ' • c cuary a,; t e e-
gatcs ex-olticio. This insnrcs permanency nf rcprcsenta~i ·>n. The Mnscum 
]lllblishes each year a reriscd list of snch delegates. 

:rhc last ~ccting of this Athisory Board was held in Philadcl}'hia during 
the fir:>t wc~k 111 .Juuc.. .At th·.1t time tl1e Institu tion Wils formally opened 

hy the Prcstdcnt of t.hc Fnited States and tbcrc 1vere in attcntlanee the i\Ii-
Histers Rcsitleut of a ,!!.Teat number of forci<J" It cott11t1•1·e·· '1''· . . 

~ o "· U!:l e \\ere prcscut 
as uclegatcs about :WO of the most prollliuent bnsirws.; UlCU of the United 

~tates, representing Chambers of Commerce autl simi lat· organizations in el·ct·v 

]Urt of the country. The Rcpuulics of South America sent ahout 10 reprc·
sentat.i res. 

. ~c is the plrm to hold similar meetings in Philatlclvllia cvct-y ,veat·. By 
lmngtng together busiuess men represent ing Chambers of Commerce abroad 

,·cry mneh can he done to nuitc more closely Lhc business interests fltul to 
make more generally known the ]mwt.ical needs •tnl:l c3 es1' 1·, .. s of 1 t. 

• ' .l ._ cac 1 sec 1011. 

J~ach Chamber of Commerce so represented wonlJ tlo well hy ucciJiuo· on some 

subject to Lring up at these meetings and by having it.> rept•esentaL7res pre

sent ~he matter and l::t.y it open for discussion. The i nflneuce of the rc~ent 
mcctmg has heeu gt·cat liltd as the A<h·isot-y Board is extt\ntled and iuct·eascd 
these meeti ugs will llllfJUCstionably ha re a world-wide significaHCt!. 

~re would call your attention to the fact that the acccptancn or tllis in
vitation will involve your Chamher in 110 expense whatcrc:· other than that 

illCillTctl by the attendance of ,YOUr ucJegaLcs at Lhc annual IIICCLilltYS of tf..tc 

BMrti :-;uch nttewhmce is not compulsory, hut is left entirelr to tlte choice 
of each Chamber or delegate. While wo) slwnlu h<: pleasctl. to rccei,·e alJ(] 

converse each year with rcr,t·escntativcs froltl j'ullt' c 1·ty •t"ll t , ., t our s roJwcr 
desire is Lo have the moral support aut! appmral wltic11 we sbonltl cujov ~Jv 
yonr accCjJtaucu of m cm bcrshi p ou this At! risory Bo:ml. B.1• !Such action. ro;t 

1roulJ plae~ .rom-.~clf in cu1mcctiotf ~riL!t an Institution \rhieh is working- i.n a 
large part lvt· rour own i nteresls tht·otwh 11·hich ron 1111• '"'llt ]1e •tl l l 1 · 

• o " o < · > 1; l) l Cl'l \"C 

mu~.;h Ol:udit. Ou our part ;;uch a ~.;ou ncctiou wouh.l cxprc~~ tu u~ yunr :;uud-
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will alltl your ~r iili ugncss lo adri!;c us from tiwc Lo ti:m: 1'1•ganliug Llu: con

ditiolls of j·our comllicrcial i ntrrest~ . 
\ \"c tmst tbat your ChamlJer will take faronraiJie ad iou 0 11 thi :; inrita

tion and t ha~ 1re may rccci1·c an <:arly reply, notifying ns of the uau.t<:R of the 
1lelegates nppoiutcd. ' \'e L<lkc the li lJcrty also of rerp1esting that yon scud u.;; 

regularly all bnlletius or other publicat ions wl1ich may ue issued by your Chaua

ber. In onh:r that yon m•~.r bare a f uller knowledge of this Institu tion, we 

arc semliug you a JlHillphlct wlaich explains its o1·ganizatiou auJ 1rork.- We 

h:n c, &t .. 

\\' . l'. 'riL:-:iU:-1, l>irc.;dor. 

H. Cli .ITTEI:Tox \r o.r:•J X, Esq., 1-:iccrcla!'y. 

ll oxt: K•l:\t . Cu .U II; Er: or co~D!EIH.:J:: , llOXGKOX• :, C lll:-1 .\ . 

l l n Xv i\OXU l~ E XI!: IL\L L'IIA )!RJm 0 1·· Cu~DI I : Hn : , 

ll oxG Koxt: , 19 tu .January, JH!J:-). 

] )EAR Sm,-1 hcg lean; to ackuol\'lcdg~ receipt or yrJUl' letter of the :!11tl1 

.\orcnJhct· last, :>tating the aim and objects of your instit ntion, which wa:; 

duly laid before my Committee, uy whom it was perused with much inte rest. 

.My Committee, hvwe,·er, while Lhauking the Bo11rd of Tt·ustf)c.~ of the 

Plailatldplaia ~I n::;enms for tlw comvlimeut paid to this Clmmber, regret their 

inabi li ty to send delegates to the A•h iHory Hoard owi11g to t he great interven

ing tlistn nc~.-1 hare: &e .. 
H. l! lL\TTEHTO~ \Y JLCO X, t-;c•:rcl aa;·. 

Du. \L l' . \\' J L~ox, Di rec.;tor, l'I III.A JU: u ·mA J\[t·;"J-:C ) J:'. 

FOHT.N IGHTLI'. 

C TJ I~ R E ~ T Q ·u 0 T .J-l. '1' I 0 N :-:3 

FOR THE Y EAR 1897. 
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FORTNIGHTLY CURRENr EXCHANGE AND 

QUOTATlO~~-

On l.umlou 
llank, Tdcg mphic 

4 months' Transfer~. 
:-oig-ht. 

l'l'ivalc 
l'rcuit,. 

4 months' 
sig ht. 

n ucu· 
tncnt.nr\:. 
4 mont iis' 

sighr. 

------------- ----- - - - --- ·--- - - ---- - ---- -

Forl11ight, cmlin~ 13th J anuary, .. ..... 

Do., th•. :!7th January, ....... 

Do .. tlo. lOlb 1-'t·bru:u·~-, . .... . 

lJo., do. 24th F cbrn:u·_v, ... .. 

lln., do. 1 ut h ~1ar('.h. 

Do., tlo. :!Hh )brch, 

lJo .. tlu. 7th April, .......... . 

JlLI .. <In. 2bt A!-'rii, ... .. .. .. .. 

l)n., tlu. ;;th :'\I:1y . .......... .. 

Dn .. tlu. I :Jth )lay, ......... .. 

Ut>., ;ln. :!ud June ..... .. .. .. .. 

no., do. liith .June, .. ........ .. 

D•> .• tl•'· 3oth June, .......... -.. 

Du., 1-Ith July, .......... .. . 

llu .. d ... :?~th July, ............ . 

I>o .. tlo. L I th Augnst, ........ . 

1><>., <I•>. :?:;th Ang uot, ......... 

l lo .. tlo. l'l!J :;eptcmhcr. • ... 

Do., 'lo. :?~utl !'cpl~ml)(.•r, . . .. 

tlo . ti th 0.-lobcr ..... ... .. 

Do .. riP. :!Uth October, ...... ... 

Jlu .. tlo. :1nl :\u,·cmbcr ....... 

•ln. l itil :::-<ovcu•bcr ....... 

l>o., d··· l ~~ lJeccmhc r, ...... 

Dt• .. t r>th Ucccml..Jcr, .. .... 

llu .. tlo. :2\llil Det::l'lll iJCl' .. ..... 

1/11 -}.1 

:? Uf.: 

1;11-Hr 

! ill~.; 

I ollli-.c 

1.11,•; 

!-'lot~ 

1!11-i;; 

1 / 11-j-~ 

J; l li 

J_' Jq 

l f l1 ~ 

1_11] 

1 /11~ 

l / 11~ 

1:10~ 

19 ~ 

t ; lu-:-

1/11: 

t .' ll ~ 

I jll ~ 

l j ll ~ 

•> . .. , 
~ • • d 

:! . 0.~ 

:!. •tJ 

:!fO} 

1 ,' 11~ 

1/llt 

I flU~ 

1 f!J~ 

1/10 

1.'1 ] ~-

1;'11 ~ 

l i11 ' 

J 111 J 
I '11* 

1.1J '* 

·>Jo> -.-

2,'1 

2.'1J 

1, I I ~ 

1/}(1: 

l j9~ 

1/lOl 

l j ll! 

i f! !I~ 

1/11 -l 

1. 11: 

J / 11 1 

- --- - ------ ------------
-- - ~- --- --
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BULLION QUOTATIONS DURING THE YEAR 1897. 

On 
Frnur<>, 

-l months' 
sight. 

On 
n om bay, 
Demand. 

On 
Calcutta, 
DC\mand. 

Har 
~ilvcr. 

;;;ycc<>. 
Clean 

i\Icxican 
Dollars. 

Goltl Uul<l 
Bur~ , Leaf, 
98 100 

touch. touch. 

------ ----- ------ ----·- ------ 1-----------

Fe~. 2.i2 -Rs- lG5} 

Fes. 2.71 

li'cs. 2.70 Jl& 164 

Fe~ . 2.68 -R.r IGG~ 

-Rs- 165~ 

%pm. 
Amer. 10l 
Eng. 1 0~ 9~ oft. pm. 
Amer. 11 
Bug. IO>;- !l!, ., 

-U11- Jr.-1 Eng. 10! 9~ , 

-Its- 166} Eng. 10~ 9 t , , 

l"t' R. Vi2 

F cs. 2.GO 

U1+ 168} -Rs- lGilJ- F.11g. IOi 9! , 

Us- !GO~ -R& 160;!- Eu~. 10~ 9 ~ , 

Fcs. 2.iii -It& 161 -l{&- Hi! g ng-. 10J !I}, 

FP.~. :!.57 -R~;- }1)0~ Rs- ltiO~ gng-. 10~ !I}, , 

Fcs. 2.uli Rs· IGO~ En g. 10.1 
·I !:) " 

Fe~. 2./iil -R-s- lli-l~- -R s- 1G41 Eng. !l~ 8~ .. , 

·Fe~. 2.5! ·ll'i- IGi>.l -R~;-- IG.Jt l•:n;_!. !l! S~ , ,. 

Fe~. 2.5:1 U!<- lG I 

Fcs. 2.51 

Fcs. :!.H 

Fe•. 2.38 

.fls- I:i2! 

Rs- 14:!~ 

Ft·~ . 2.29 - ~t;. - I :l ;i~ 

Fcs. 2.31 

-Us- lti4 F.n:-:. IH 8 ,. 

-Rs- 161 

Rs- 1:;6 Eng. 

-R;;. J ii2~ Eng. 

R,t.. ,. 

7-fi" .. 

~% pm. $47.-!.i $4H.70 

?· , , SJV!O $4S.50 

~- , , ~47. GO $-l$.80 

~-
tl ,, " 

l 
:.t " tt 

t ,. ,. 

$47.80 $ -l-!1.20 

$49.ii5 $50.70 

;:;4!l.90 $iH .20 

s~o .zo s;; uo 

~ ,. •• $-![) .. ; .; $'•0.90 

b. 

" 
t;:;o.so 8u l.So 

~ H • 1 •. 50.05 $51.50 

' . .. $50.00 $:i l.40 

i ,. ,. $iii.l.30 $a 1.50 

~ ,. " 

t " .. 

! " " 
• 4. H '' 

$5 I .;iO $i>2.90 

$52.80 s.-.-uo 
$:•4.15 $iHU<o 

~ti -l. -W $~iUO 

Fcs. 2..!3 -R.,_ !Hi lls - HG ~~~ ng-. S 7 ., ,. If ., ,. ~;):i.40 X!Hl .UO 

Fr~. 2.1i0 -Ra- J;-;1) 

Fe;. 2.48 Jl.;. LiO~ -Rs-- 150~ Bn~. i~ G~ , ,. 

Fe~. 2.!il R s- J,;;; -Rs- 15ii Eug. 9~· S~ , 

Ft·~. 2.;;2 Rs- 1 o7} Bug. 10~ <j;; 
'•I H 

F e.•. 2.r.2~ -Rs- 150 

2~ .. ,, 

If H •• 

~, J I 

;1_ ... , ,. 

$52.40 F I.OO 

$iii'l.l!O $-i4.7;"; 

~ ,. ,. $52.2(1 ~-~il.75 
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THE IL\.HDOlTH )IASTJm':3 HBPOI1'1'. 

.Vo. JO:J. 
lJARJJOl' lt DF.'I'AllTMI>N'l' , 

H oNO KO :w, !:lOth Februrtry, 1 RO~. 

Srn - 1 Juwe the honom to fo1·wn.rd the Annnn.l Report for thi;; Drpnrt-
' ment fur t!Je ye:tJ' ending :l] st December , 181)7. 

SHIPPINO. 

:}. The total tonnag·e entt•ri ng· and clc:u·ing n.monu tml to 1 :i,93~, 17-! 

tons, being n. decrease oompareu wirh 1800, ot :)77,770 tnn~. 

Thet·e were :38,n:J anivn.ls of 7,!H38,60f3 tons, antl a8,ii80 tlepnr tnres of 

7 ,!)69,568 tons. 

Of B
1
·itish ocean-going t•Jnnagc ~,-1:!3~,07-l: tons entered aml :},4:!4,971 

tons cleared. 

Of River Steamers l ,ll0-!-,077 tons entere<l and l ,(in0,6H ton;; clM!'cd, 

making· f1. grn.nd total of Drit.i!'h tonnn:;!:e of4,}3:J,l!i l ClltMing and 4,13f>,{l]fJ 

cl(lnring. 

Of Foreig·n oce:u1-g·•Jing tonn11~·r 1 ,0:10,-1~!1 ton:; enterer\ Mtl l ,O:?ii,!JH 

tons cleared. 

Of .T u
11

k,.; in Foreign tm·lc I ,7lB,73!) t.om; entc:·ed and 1 ,i:?::l,ui">fi 

rletuoctl. 

Of Junk'> in Local. tratle 180,'327 tons entered and l RG,OG:l cl enr.~tl. 

British oce:ln-g·oing· tontmg·o thercfurn repre~c nt.ed 30 7 ;~ . 

River tonnage represented 21.2 %· 

Foreig·n oce!\n-g·oing· t.mnag·e reprosente•l 2! .2%. 

.Junk tonnn.g·e ( l~ureig·n tl'nde) rept·esented :: l.G %. 

.Jnuk touuag·e (Local tr:lt le) representee!:?.:.!%· . 

3. 4,618 stN\tllC' l'S, !V>6 sniling- vessels an<l '.}8,080 jnnks in fut·eign trncle 

ent.ert>tl J.uring· the ye:ll', g·iving· fl unil_y average of !):j vessels fi.H flgainst 9-! 

in lSOG. Pot· Enropran-const.rnct-cd r rsscls tho avcrag;o daily rn try would 
. . G''l"% 

he 13.6:3 as ag·uinst 12.81 in 18!16, nllll of the steamers arn vtng, 1':1.-<> • 

were Rri ti.;Jt. 

[ 147 ] 

4. A comparison he!ln~<'ll tlw years 180{!-1897 is show11 in the following· 

Shipping Hetnru :-

Compm·u tit•e Sltipping llrtum .for tlte Yem·s 1896 and 189 7. 

I' . ~~~... I. . ~ ~~7. I . ~XCREARE. . DECR F.ASJ;. -

;:,b1ps., 1 onnnge. Shtps. lonnagc. ! &\ups. Tonnage Ships. 'l'unn:~gc 
l!riti~b, .. :.== -G..li'i-l 8.758,29-! G,i83 s,26S,76H 1 m --.. -.- -.. -.-~ 
l' oretgn, ...... ...... 2,~!)8 I a,.ii5.102 3,Hil 1l,85ii,833 i 2G3 280 731 ' 
J nn ksin l•'orcign I • 9 • • 6 · 3 ~6-•. 7 , 03 - 7 soo ., 4 • 1 9 n - 1' ' 

Trade 1 ·> •"' • •' •• 0 , . ·• " • " •·"" .. . I ,77:1 ll:?6, l08 ., ......... , _______ ! _ _ ___ _ _ 
Totnl, ...... jliS,!l28 ' 16,.100,7!l!J li7,74i l li,5G:J,S9~ J 5!!2 :!80,7111 1,773 !Hii,lillti 

. . I 
J nnks Ill J.ocal l lll •3• , 1• 1 . ,, • G , 

Trade .......... ( ,., ·• ·• a, a'< 9,,,4 372,280 : .. . ... J,!IS!l ·12,f\i4 
. I 

Grnnd 'l'otal. .• . ISO,!G;' ~:;5; n,m 15,93s~j 592 \!t10,73 1 3,762 S5~/> lll 
-

:-iF.TT .. .. ........... . ........ ~-.. -.- - - .-•• - ~~ ~~ 

5. The o.bove sto.tement ~hows tu1 increase of 320 British sl1 ips nnu a 

decrease of 480,5~8 British tons. 'l'his numerical in cr<>nse, tog·etlter with a 

tonnage dP.crease, is to Le nttribHted to the numher of smnll vessels wllich, 

since the opening of the ·west Rive1· in June lnst, have been plying- on thnt 

route, o.nu increasing the numher of entries nnd clearances nuJer the hendiurr n 

of" River Stenmcrs" without a proportionate incrense of tonnag-e. British 

<lCeJm-going steamers nlone for the year sh•>W a decrease of ~0 l r11tries of 

!."!75,300 tons. 

Sailing ships show a numerical increase for the yenr of 20!) entri••s, but 

a tonnage increase of only V.l,-!60 tons; un der this hendiug· are compri~Ptl 

the lorchns n.nd lighters which were towed up the \V est H.ir<>r, n.n1l the 

remurk above, applies in till\ case of these ves.-els nlso. 

0. In the case of Poreig·n Shipping·, thnt under the J apunf'se fing- lsas 

been more than doubled, having· increased fron; l40,3lfi tolls to ~nU,uui) 
tons. German shipping shows a clecrense of 41 ,000 tons, the remaintler, 

gmtero.lly, show more or less substantial increases. 

7. The Mtuul unnrber of ships of Em·openn construction - ext:lnsi ve (•f 

Rivet• Stenmrrs- which entere<l the port ill 1807, was GO:!, beiHg !l~O 

British, nnd ~73 Poreig·n. In the previou~ yrm· tlw Jmmbers W<'l'e 3:!:", 
Briti ~>h, nnd ~:H F'orrig·n . 



Flag. 

I 
- --

' 
................. 

1, ......... ...... 
British 
Hclgim 
Amcric 
Anstri: 

~n.n, .............. 
\ll, ............... 

e, ......... .. ..... 
l, ... ..• .... . .• •.. . . 

Cltines 
Da.nisL 
Dntclt, 
Freud 
Germa 
Iln.wui 
Itnlinn 
.Jnpan 
Nor we 
H nssia 
Spnui,; 
Swcui 

.. ................ ! 
l, ............... . 
t1, ... ..... . . . ..... 

inn, .......... .. .. 
' ........... .... .... 
esc, ........ . ...... 
g iau, ············ n, ······ ········· :h, ...... ......... 
sh, ...... ......... 
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~hips. 
Ko. of timos 

cutcred. 

1896. 1897. 1 8_9~J 1897. 
--- - --

) ,80~ 11 ·~.~~ 298 281 
1 .. 
:~ 4 14 21 
7 10 24 9-_, 

2 1 14 211 198 
4 5 5H i2 
3 I 10 4 

18 19 120 144 
77 80 708 669 
... 2 ... 3 
2 H 11 13 

2.) 51 80 152 
2i 28 124 142 

4 4 4 5 
4 I 4 4 3 

1 1 10 I 

I 12 

---
'I'ot.nl, ............ 149.1 50() 3,185 13,07 1 

I 
I Flag. I 

I 
I 
I 

I ·r 1 • 1'1 IS.I, ........ . .... .. , B 
A 
D 
F 
(:). 

mcrtcnn, ...... ... . .. 
auiRh, ................ , 
rcncl1, .. ................ 
crmau, ............... 

H 
l 
:r\ 
s 
s 
~ 

nwaiinn, ............... 
t.n.l iau, ............ ...... 
·orwcgian, ............ 
iamese, ....... ........ 
pnnish, ............. .. 

'weuish, ·············· 

~.AILING VESSEL~. 

No. of times 
Ship~. euterc(l. 

- - --- -
1896. I 1 H97. 189ti. 

' I 
1897. 

----·-- ----
t.)~ 
~I 

I 39 ll l 240 
::6 

I 
30 42 93 

... 1 ... I 

... 1 ... I 
10 9 1S l il 
2 I 1 2 I 
2 1 ~ 1 
;, ... (i ... 
l 2 I 3 
1 I :3 2 

... 1 ... I I 

Total Tonnngc. 

lk96. 1897. 
-----
2,66.),438 2,390,078 

1,689 
' 

... 
37,445 37,886 
59,314 66,594 

247,981 255,619 
29,6~-1 35,112 
14,21 8 3,288 

165,680 169,547 
846,713 805,694 

... 7, 100 
16,079 18,91 3 

146,31 ;j 299,658 
122,225 144,1 75 

11,587 14,58.3 
8,1 39 2,166 
9,890 11,868 

4,382,397 . 4,262,28:) 

Totnl T onnnge. 

189G. 

35,53G 
50,127 

.. . ... 
10,609 
2,497 
1,440 
31il0;i 

656 
900 

... 

1897. 

48,99 6 
38,981 

;)8 6 
) 1,23; 

1~,96 1 
6 
4 

1,1 5 
79 

... 
1,6::! l 

0 
0 

60 
35 

- -- --.- - · ---
Tot.:tl, ... ......... -8-·! -~ 86 1(10 1356 \ 105,370 

--------~--~~--~ 
107,!.!80 
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8. 'l'he ik'O Br itish ships curried 2,:!()4 fh'iti:;h otlicers aud 47 foreigners 
a.s Jollows :-

Uriti~h , .. ........... ...... .......... ........ ... ... :!,204 
(~et·mnus,.. ....... .......... ..... .. ...... ....... 8 
Americans, . .... .. .. .. . .. . ... .. . .. .. . ... . . .. ...... ~0 
Dunes, ..... . .. . ... .. . .. .. ..... ......... ... ......... ii 
l;wedes,. .. .......... ... ... .. ....... ......... ...... 4 
A nstria u,. .. .... ... .. . .. . ... .. .... •. .. .. .. . .. . .. . .. 1 
Pol' tng·uese, .. . . . ... .... ... . ......... ,.. . ..... . . . :J 
:\ urweg-iau ~, ............ .. ........ .......... .. .. . 

Total, . ..... . ............ :?,:31 l 

'J'lJC propo1·tiun of lo'oreig·nt>l':; "·as therpfin·c !! f., comprising 7 natiunalitic~, 
:m inct·casc of ...! f., with tewcr U1·itish ships. 1n ouc cas1~, tiJU t pf tltc 
" \'a le of Doou," arriving· in .-\.ug-nst., fi·om Cnrdifl~ a Gem1an wu~ iu 
command . 

D. 'l'he ~73 l~oreig·u s ltips cal'l'it'll l ,G8!1 ollit.:et·s, of wlwm 1 !)J were 
British, ns tollo"·s : -

J a J'Ull f'SC1 .... . .. ... . ... ..... . ............... .. ...... 1 !]!J 
Chinese, ............................ ............ ..... G-t 
I•'rcnclt, .... .. ......... ... ... .. .. ....... . .... .. ... . .. 7 

Total, .... .... . ........... ... . 1 !);J 

The proportion of Britishers in fot·eig-n vessels was thcrefut·e 10.8 f. , dis
trihutcd uutl!.'t' three ditfct·ent heads, a decrease on 18UU uf J . ~ f. with uu 
inct·easc of 1!) fureig·u ships (or 7%) Chinese vpssels ca.rry in:.r only uLout 
3% as against nearly 6 % last JP-ar. 

Of the crews of the British l'essels-

19.9 f. wpre Dri tishers. 
1.1 f. , other En ropcu.us. 

-n 0 Of A . . 
( u . fo , SIU tiCS. 

Of the crews of 1•'oreig-u vessels -

2.0 f. were Uritishe1·s. 
28.3 % , other Europcuu~. 
G9.7 % , Asiatics . 

10. Taking· the total of entries and depurt.mcs, the nve1·ugc crC\1' for 
Briti1>h ships wns 53, uf which ~ I % were Em·or,eans, and fot· Foreign ships 
4i>, (8 f. less than th e British ships) of which 30.:1 f. wct·e Etll'opeans. 

Tn ADE. 

11. 'l'he firs~ l1al f of 1 ~97 sltcwed n decrease I)VCI' the cone~puit!.lin;i· 
period of 18!Jo of ;J;"J8,Uu0 tons of rice imported. The secoud l talt~y<'at· d id 
litt.lc to improl'e matters, nnd the yeat· closed with a f(dling- off of ovt•r 
343,000 tons cowpm·ed with tiiC already diutin i~hed crop of l t:~Jii. To th; 
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dcntase lllHSt iu. a g;reut mco.stlre be aga.iu at~rilmted the ~e<Luctimt iu the 
figures relating to the Dritish ocean-going vessels (this tmde be.iug chi0tly 
~:arried in British bottoms)., as \\: ell as in the jttnk trade. whieh is a reflection 

of the "ocean-going" u·ade. 
12-. .i:llost of the othet• imports repot•ted, ~tOwHer, show an iucrcast~ for 

the year, and the total decrease is reduced 10 48,828 t(}ns. W e thus get a 
dect·ens e of 1.3:), 11 2 tons of Eurovean-constt•uc~ed shipping") with a decrease 

impor t return of -l8,S28 tons- of curg·o. 
1:3. Of expor ts, a decrease of 10a,6B5 tuus of Et~ropean-constructed 

shipping·, reported a decreased export of 47u,423 tons of carg·o. 

H. The transit r et.nrns give an incr ease of 7,0G~ tons of cargo. 

15. A review of the traue of the port for the year is obtained, us in 

18\.IG, hy a cl assificat ion of Returns 1 and JI as follows :-
Class I. V cssels that trnde to and fl·um Europe and distan~ 

countries, such a!'
Canllda. 
Cape of Good H ope. 
Cot1tincnt of EuropP. 
Great l3ritniu. 
11 uuri ti us. 
Sandwich I slands. 
South Americ!l •. 
Unitetl Stllt.es. 

Clnss 11 . V cssels tha.t t.t:ad ~ to ::wd from the lat:s di:-;lantr coun-

tries, such as-
Aust'mlia nnd N cw Zcahl.ml. 
1 ndin and Straits Settlement s. 

,J llJlll.ll. 
J a vu :md Indiun ArcbijiCiug·o. 
North and South Pacific. 

Russia in. Asia. 
Class IlL Yessels tha t tl•ade ou the Cuo~t of China aut\ to 

ond from adjac(>ut euuntries, such ns-

~urth Uorn.eo. 
Coast of China. 
Cochin-Chiua. 
Forlllosa. 
Philippine TshUJd;; . 
Hnina11 and Uulf'of T onquin. 

Sium. 
Clu~s lV. R iver Stettlllers betw~Qtl Hongkong· a ud CllJLlon 

and )iacno. 
Clas::- V. Juuks in P oreig·n Trade. 

( 15.1 ] 

16. U~ing· t l1 is classification we find th·~t the tot"! . d t' 189~ ' .. Jmp01•t tra e o 1 

was represented hy 3:.l,OG3- vessels nggre~o.ti ns:r 7,78'>-,37!) 
" 130 " " - tons carrJiug 
u, : ,772 tons of carg-o, of which a,2i8,31 0 tons were discl:ar'"ed in IIon n·. 
k~~ 0 0 

c .uwo. 
CouNTHr. SHIPS. 'f ON8. 

D1s- Is 
cn.-l.tWED. TnAxsrr. 

--- -------- ---- - --- ---- -
Cuss I. 

Cltn.aJo., ................. .......... ... · 14 40,910 I 3,869 
CGontinent of l~urope, ............ 1 120 291,51;) I 11 

rea ... rtt.ntn, ....... .............. 15 1 35.1,1';:" 1~9 0 ~ ~I o t .• 8t 
nuntms, .. ... ... . ............ ...... 9 10,173 I 7,310 

278,.546 
429,609 

500 
t B . . I 5~302 

~ant:1b I:s~nmls, .................. , 2 2, lJ 7 1 63.0 
' ·on mcnca, ......... ... ......... 2 1 71:55 · . .. 
Cnited Stmcs, • .... ........ ..... .... 120 259;sso I t6o;H68 70;690 

1------------------
CLAs~ H. 

~~ 9.17,058 ! 476,.')66_ , __ i_i_9_,3_4_;j 

Austmlia ami New Zealn.ud ... ,55 
Indit~ and S traits Sett1emen;s,... I 93 
.Tapnn, ......... ......... ............. 405 
.Jayn and l ndian ArcLipolago, ... ! 85 
N ort~l ~nd S~n tlt Pacific, .. .... ... · 3 
Russ111 .. m. A stn, .. . .. . .. . .. .. .. • .. . .. 2 

1:$0,} 45 I 

3 12,270 I 

740,93~ 1 

109,318 I 
72.5 

a,64_H I 

55,040 
235,294 
638,9.59 
167 ~19.5 

738 
500 

13,7H 
129,639 
30.5,130 

15,292 

1,715 
-----------
~ 1,247,04:! 1 1,097,7261~~ 

""'" n ... ::::'~ ~·
11

: ......... · .. ~? I '"·'"6 i 2o,aso j 
g:~~ 0~~~itm, ...... ... ............ · 1,421 1,438,690 

1

. 122,92~ 

1 

538,16.'> 
ll.ll- llllb, . .. .. .. .. ... ....... .. ' 145 156,322 224,987 92 ' 98 

Formosa, .... .... ............ .... ... : · 1"-1 ~ 1 - - ,<> ' " I ,all.4 25,4.:53 1 
Philippiue l :>ln11Js, ............. .. ' 113 106,-!31 136,153 
~~ainnn nnd Gulf of T oncptiu, ... ' 313 221,084 275,301 
~am, ....... ........... ............. .. 144 147,199 218,000 

acao, ...... .......... ...... . .. . .... • 7 5,437 .. . 
' 

2,260· 
41,1 14 
3,46(} 

CLASI' JY. J 2,266 2.165:~ 11,023,166 <roi,m 
Ri.ver ~r.rs., Canton unJ. MtiCao, I 1,547 1 69<! o~- 1 f - 603 

CLASS V. 

, , 1, ~.:>, , ... 

,----~------- 1-----~·------
I 

Junks in Forei~:.t Tn.ttlc, ..... . .. . : 28,989

1

_1_,_7_1_8,_7_3_9_
1 
__ ;)_3_5_,:._)4_9 ____ .. _· __ 

O'J'Al., .... .... .. .. ! 33,963 i '782,:379 3,::.!78-,310 I , 8;j~,4G2 
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1 i'. Similarly, the ex port trutle of 1807 was re('reseutud b_y lJ;J, i ~H 

1 t . . 7 7.::·1 ;j 15 tuns cat·P·ino- 0 777 3::?;3 tons uf carg·u, anti vessc s, og:g;reg·n 1ng , v •J, , ' J o -: ' 

shipping· H5,9HO tons of hunker coni. ___ ----· ____ ------·--

C' .u wo. 

To~:;. 
---- ---·---

CocNTRY. ~HI I'~ 

Sllll'l'Ell. 

CI • .-\SH ] . 

Canada, ....... ... ...... ........... . 
Cape of Good Hope, ........... . 
Continent. of Europe, ........... . 
Grent Britain, ........ ... · .. ... · .. . 
:\Innritins, ... ..... ......... .. .. · .. · 
~auclwich I s!atHls, ... ..... ..... .. 
South Americ:~, .... .......... ..... .. 
Uuitetl State:;, .. ~ ... .. ...... ... .. 

23 ;'i'i,B02 2u,:2o3 
~ 2,40t! 1,150 

!J3 230,096 li5,i~;'i 

H7 23:.1,065 5 I ,660 
6 (),8 13 6,6:3[1 
I 1,575 ... 
4 4,:)9~) 2,530 

109 224,945 17~.020 
' . ----- -----

325 761,103 326,n27 

Cu.ss II. 

;, 1 79,917 .;3. 7~1 .) Australia a.ml ;\uw Zealand, . ... 
1 ... , H ;; 11 ,150 ~75,835 India aud Straits :-lcttlcment.;:, · -
:J70 1)63,370 .fi7,933 .Japan, ...... ...... ... ... . .. .... ..... 11 ' 00 

Jnn\ and Imlian Archipelago,. .. 2i 3(i,84H ,-.. 
Nort.h nllll Sontb J>acific, .... . .. . ;) 91 1 I 190 

Hns:;ia in Asw, .. .. ....... · ........ · 

Burno;n 
C<\.\L 

l,:WO 
... 

3;,1,~5 ! 
:!,6 10 
:1,720 
.. . 
... 
6. 762 

-----
18,64:1 

7,318 
57,9H8 
49,G lR 

7,880 

. __ t'_ \_10,17 5 ___ s_·, 7 .'50 

~ 1,102,371 I ,22,903 --12_3_,7_2_9_ 

I"' I 1s,:z75 I :l,4oo 4.no 

CLASS Ill. 

1 ,66 ~ . 1,792,866 ;;Go,949 I as,.i27 
156 1 180,953 78,366 29,69:~ 
1 7(),0 I 3 38,0-l-1 1 0,206 ,gg , 111 ,487 42,0();) )(),691 
3:l:l 239,:240 1 11,227 :!9,4()1 

77 !H,554. 27,340 I :W,7 37 
4 a,453 1,450 1.-- ,.10 ---------

North Borneo, ...... ..... . .. 
Coas t of China, ......... ........... . 
Cochin-China, ..... . ...... ....... .. 
Formosa, ........... · .. . · .... · · .. · · · 
Philippine J,;lallll~, ... .... .. ...... · 
ITaiu:m allli Gnlf of T ouqniu, .. . 
::;iam, ...... .... ... ... ........ ... ... .. . 
:;\1acao, ........... ....... .. ....... .. . 

2i9,9Hii 2,·160 1 2,506,841 ! 
Cu ss lY. -- ~ ·~----

Hivcr ~tr:< ., Cnuton an•l :;\lacao, 1,548 1,690,644 
1 

90,.'54·1 __ 2_a_.i_·1_2_ 

CLA!;i< V. 1- 1 
,_, · '1' 1 ·J" u 14 I ,7 22,.5 06 

,Junk,; iu £ oretgn 1'1\l c, · .... ""l_-'_"'_•_0 
__ .!-----

862,8·1 1 

G7 4,1 Ot! 

T 133 784 i , 'i8:.l,.'i l5 OTAr., .... ..... ... 

1 

, 2,777,323 4·iii,9H!l 

~~~~~~ 
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18. F rom tllis 11'!' tiud that in 1897 the Impnrt t-r:uiP wu;; stimulated 

ft·om Europe aud distnut. conn tri~>s, (Clnss I ), to the extent uf 27 ships of 

i 8,085 reg·ist.ered tons, corrying- to ond throug-h the port, an increase of 
()0,388 tons of cnt·go. 

19. T n Class n, on the other hand, WO find a decrense of 31 ships of 

49,463 reg·istered tons, but nn inct·ense ofl2,f>34 tons of carg·o. Tile decrease 

in ships was notably under the !tending· of " Indin and Straits Settlements," 

nnd the increase of cargo tmdet• " Australia," "J npan," nnd "J avn." 

20. Class III differed from either I or II showing nu increase of 140 

!'hips, with a decr ease of 14 6,826 registered tons, nnd a decrease of 135,924 

tons of carg·o. The increase of ships was made up in the "China Const," 

'• Pormoso.," and " Hainan and Tonquin" routes, while the decrense of ton

nage and cnrg·o comes u nder "Cocltin-China" and " Sinm." 

2 1. Turning· nex·t to Expm·ts, we find unde1· Class I an increase of 71 

ships of 18!l,243 rt'gistered tons, wi t!t 35,2iJG tons of carg·o. 

29. In Class IT, a dccr ense of ao ships of 89,730 regist.ered tons, but 

nn increase of 2i'0,7ii l tons of cnrg·o, principally under " Anstrnlin," ".J npnn," 
an cl 11 J avn." 

2;3. In Clnss III an increase of 99 ships, a decrease of 212,86:3 reg·is

tered tons, and nu increase of 180,9&9 tons of cnrg·o. 

24. 'l'JJC 1·esult of this analysis is shortly summed up Ill the word~ 

"iitller ships," whil~ the deficiency, where it occurs, is accounted fCJr in the 

shortness of the Southern Rice Crop, OT' t he diverg·ence of the rice trade, 

probably to India, and the restt·ictions on trade with I ndia which were the 
int'vito.ble result of the Plag·ne. 

25. Looking- a little further, anti compnring with 1890, we find, with 

regnrd to the oceun-g·oiug· ships, thnt there wns an increase in the numbers 

of sh ips, uud a decrease in the tntnl tonnage, indicating smaller ships, 

together with th is there wns an increase in the total cm·g·o canied, indicat 

ing fnllet• ships. 

!.?6. Small et· ships probably meuns lessened expenses, (dues, &c. Lcing 

paid on Hegistcr tons), and fuller ships, i nc reased enruing·s, anll these two, 

taken tog·ethcr, point tnirly conclusively to n good yenr tin· shipping-, uot

withstnnding th P. lowne:<s of frcig-!tt at one period. 

'7' 
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::!7. During the ~·enr, fl,!)-14 vessels of Enropenn construction, 11ggrcgnt.-

ing 12;i24,u99 registered tons, carried 7,144,737 tons, mnde up ns follows:-

Import cnrgo, ........ ..... ........... ~,743,001 

Ex1wrt do., ........................ ::1,103,215 

Transit do., ...... .. ................ 1,852,402 

Bunker C'i>O.l shipped,............... H 5,99!) 

'l'otn1, ............ 7,144,737 

28. The total number of tons carried was therefore 59% of the total 

1'~'\gist.ered tonuag·e, or 78°/
0 

exclusive of River Steamers, and was apportioned 

as follows :-

Imports,-

British Ships, ............... .... ..... 1,521,5GR 

Foreign do., ........................ 1,2~1,49'3 

Exp01·ts,-

British Ships, ............ .... ........ 1 ,154,883 

Foreign do., ........................... 

Transit.,-

British Ships, ........................ 1 ,115,70(1 

l!'oreign do., ..... ...... ............ 73G,75fl 

Bunker Coal,-

British Ships, 

Foreign do., 

2til ,242 

184,757 

2,743,001 

2,103,215 

1,852,462 

Total, ............... 7,144,7:37 

[ 1.15 ] 

29. hrPon'rs AND ExPORTs. 

Trade of the Port of Honghon!t for the Year 1897. 

TONS. 

1---;----,---- ;-----;-----,--------1 P:l~~ell· 
No. of Dis- In I Bunke-r Ucg1ster- gct"R 
Sl'p~ I l Shipped. T, . . · I. Coal Total. etl Canie<l. 

-

•. 11 • • c mrge<. ----- _ wnsat.
1 
Shipped~ _ _ Tonnage. 

I ----------
n ritish, ....... .. 3,G8S l ,374,!l6iial,OG4,339 l ,ll5,706i 237 ,5003,792,ol0 4,8!H,0 1i·, ~90,702 

Forcif!n, ....... 3,161 1.221,493 b948,!l32 736,iiili, 11'14,757 3,09l ,fl;lS 3,S~:>,S:l~ t so,r,:;1 

River } 
Steamers 3,09;; rH6.G011 !10 i'iH .. . .23 J!9 ''60 SS" ., .-,o • - ·Jt no-> 0 •~ (British),. , ' ' ' ... - 'L 01 a,•)l, ... ,,.... ., .. ,.,, .. ,> 

Totai, .. .I 9,9H ,n,713,0Gl e2,1;3,21.; l,So2,4fi2l~~ 7 lH 737 ~~-91 40<l3(J•? I , , , , - ) J , • , -

Jn~k~ ~~---~- -_- · •. _ ---- ---~~--- ---~- --- ---

.liotcl,ll f o7,803 jD.~n,249 !JGH,l OS ... 1 209 357 " '41 •}gc ""7 - Is Tr~de ... ' ' ·~tt , - .) _ __, , 1 
• I ... , i 

--·· T,C,t, .. t• U7 ,,2lB~IO ~77:,3,; 1,852,1621 41;,99~ 8,351,094 ~;,;~,80;1 ,017,020 

.Junhin / 
Local ( !l,iH6 hl36,418 
Trade, .... J 

10,21:2 HG,G3U 372,280 4,99G 

·-- ---- ----------- ----------
Grand Totul, ... 1 7~,:293 11,41!,728 2,787,535 1,8u2,4.G2 44!i,99!J 8,500,72 1 15,938,17-!!1 ,652,016 

a Kerosine, 21,720 tons und 19 cases. 

b Kero~inc, 29,876 , nnd 20 , 

8,870 , Bulk. 

'J'otal, ... 38,H6 

c Tea, 4,517 tons. 
e Kerosine, ,il,a!JS tons and 11 c.tses. 

8,870 Bnlk. 

Total, ... 60,468 

d Te.1., 4,5 i7 tons. 

f Includes 'l'ca, 2,787 tons; Vcgct-:1ble Oil, 1,7G1 ton~; nice, 3!),3,)1 tons. 

g lnchtdcs Kerosine, 21,2:j:l tons and 3 c::t~cs; 1\ii'e an l Pmldy, 209.1\li tons. 

11 132,099 tom of Earth :1nd Ston<:~. 
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30. bfP0HTS. 

EunoPEAx-Cox:STIWCTED Vf:SSELS. 

I I 1896. 1897. l I ncreni;e. Decrease. 

I ----- ·-- ---· -~ 

I 1:\o. Tonnage. No. Tounago. No. Tonnage. No. Tonnage. 

-· I 
~teamers, ............. ... ...... 3,185 4,382,397 3,071 4,262,283 ... ... 114 120,114 

I 

River Steamers, .......... . .... 1,393 1,680,985 1,547 1,694,077 I 154 13,092 I ... ... 

S~t.iling Vessels, ... ......... . .. lOO 105,370 a 56 107,280 256 1,910 I ... ... 

- --
Totn.J, .. ... .... . .. 4!678 6,168,752 4,974 6,063,640 410 15,002 114 120,114 

- -·· 

Nett, .......... ..... ... 296 ... . .. I 105,112 

Imported tons, ......... 2,791,88~) I 2,74ll,061 48,828 

A s follows:-

Articles. 1896. Decrease. 1897. I Increase. I ,------
Bean!;,... . .......... ........ . ...................... .. ............. ... . 250 
Bones, . .. . .. .. .. .. . . . .. . .. . . . . .. .. . . . . .. . . .. .. . . . . .. . .. .. .. .. .. .. . . .. 3,660 
Coal,.. . ................................. . . ......................... ... 539,721 601,.544 
Cotton Yaru and Cotton,........... .. ........................... . . l 1,090 30,581 
Flonr, ••.. ·.·........... ............ ..... .... ...... ......... .... ..... ... 85,0.21 85,904 
Hemp, ... .. . .. . .. . .. .. .. ... ......... ...... .... .. .. ....... .......... .. 32,790 43,360 
Kerosine (bnlk), ..................................... .............. 41,758 47,782 

D (1 ?3" 61" . ) 4 .. 129 I (1,689,688cnses)/ l o. ,~ o, - en~e>< ' .............. ....................... "! ,., 1 60,346 f 
Leml, ........................................... . .......... . ........... ; 91;3 5,496 
Opium, ..... . ..... ...................... ......... .. ................ ... , 2,2~)9 2,Mn 
Pitch, . ... ......... ... ......... ............ ...... ......... ...... ...... ... 1,700 
Hattan, ... .. .. . . . . . .. .. .. . . . .. . .. .. ... ..... ... . .. .. ........... ..... .. . 3,140 2,920 
Hice, ................................ .. ................................ ! 704,530 361,130 

61,823 
19,491 

88:1 
10,570 
6,024 

16,2 17 

4,.581 
2;{2 

1,700 

~nndalwootl, ..... . ........ .................................. ......... : 3,707 3,459 
Sulphur, .............. ................................................ : 220 2,040 1,820 
,. . ' 1°6 ~ -g 9J I ~~~ 9 ~ 01" ...,, ltg:Lr, .... ... . ... . . . . ... ...... .. .. ... ................ .... ....... . ....... 

1 

o ,,0 ... ,,,, -·l, o 
Tea, ...... .. .................. . ....................... .. ............. , 5,447 5,929 482 
Timber, .................. ..... , ......................... ... ......... .. .I 49,361:) 64,862 1 J,49tl 
Gcuoral, .. .. ........................................................... [ 1,077,090 . 1,21 1,700 134,610 

.I 

i 

I 

250 
3,660 

220 
343,400 

248 

1

-- 1-- ----- i 
Total,.... .......... ......... ......................... 2,791,889 1 · 2,743,061 298,950 j 347,77H 
Tmu~it, ........................................ ..... 1 1,845,400 ~ 1,8.52,4.62 7,0G2 I .. . 

Grn11tl Total, ...... .. ........ ........ .......... .. . .. ...... ,--4~U~--4,~;- :i06,012 ~~.778·--

• n et t ......................... .. 41,7o6 

-::::.: .... 

,.-, 
...... 
Qt 
~ 

'--' 

,.-, 

t:J• 
-~ 

L.....J 
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HrVEit TnAI>I!, 

Imports, E.cp01·ts and Passen,qers. 

Year. I Imports. Exports. Passcugers . 

----------·----------!.-------------------------:------------· 
1896,......................... 154,36i 107,087 897,843 

I 1897, ........................ . 146,603 90,544: 988,046 

3., ...,, 

I 

hfPOR'l'S. 

J unlts. 
Fo•·eig·n t1·adc, ~8,0~0 

Local trade, 4,7;)0 
measuring· 

" 
Tot.al, ...... 33,73() 

" 
llllpot·ted 6;"l,G67 tons as uuder:--

1,718,73() tons . 
186,227 

" ----
1 ,OO!,!JGG 

H 

Tea, . ......... .... ........ ...... ....... .. ...... 2,787 tons. 

Oi l,.... ...... ............ ....... .. ........ .... .. 1,761 
Rice, ................ ........................ .. 30,301 

Earth and Stones, .. .... ......... ...... ... ... 132,090 

Gcnornl, ... ......... ........ ... ... . .... .. . ..... 405,710 

Total, .... .... .. ........ G71,61i7 

EXPORTS. 

Junlts. 
l<'urE:l ig-n tl'llde, 

Local tmde, 
28,814 

4,70(3 
measuring-

" 
'l'otal, ...... 33,610 

" --·-·-·--
Exported 684,320 tons as nndet•:-

1 '7:J2,5;j6 
186,0;j:3 

--
1,008,(31){) 

" 
" 
" 
" 
,. 

tons. 

" 

" 

1\:crosine, .... .. .... .... .. . ...................... 21,:.)53 tons. 

Rice and Paddy, ........... ... ..... ... ... .. ... 200, 1 D7 , 
Eart h and Stones, ......................... .. 

General, .. .............. .... ... ................ 453,870 " 
" 

Total, .... .............. 684,:320 
" 
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;33. Elll'opeun-constt·ucted vessels importell 6;10,846 tons 111 excess of 

exports; junks exported an excess of 1:38,85!) tuns. The exceHs of imports 

is thus reduced to 500,!)87 tons, from this must be deducted -145,!)\)IJ tons of 

buuket· coal, exclusive of coal shipped by men-of-war, leaving· a balance oi 

54,!)t)8 tons consumed, m:1.nufactnretl. in stock in the Coluuy, or unaccounted 

for. 

3!. Plague and famine in India affect~d trade from thence, :1.nd proba

b ly deflected tl1e Siamese rice tt·ade, slJOrt tlwug·h it wus, from this Cuiony . 

35. The Hiver Steamers, nggTegating 3,!384,7:.l l tons, inwards and out

wards, imported 14G,G0:3 tons of cargo, exported U0/,4·t tons, shipped 

~3,74:2 tons of bunker coal, ami. conveyed !J88,04G passeng·et·s. 

PASSBNUEH TnAJ.' FIC. 

A n-it:als. Dt>prt l'l U /'('8 . 

British shij',:, .. .. .............. i30,S!):3 liJO,SO!) iududiug EmigTants. 

Foreign ~;hips, . ............... GG,G7H G3,ii7ii , , 

River Steamer.s, .. .. ...... ..... :)05,080 482,DGG 

Launches (outside waters l QS Hf, 
of the Uulony), ......... j " ' .., 

!)l,-116 

J u u];:s (Foreign 'l'raclo ) , .... 114,'2G3 

014:,017 !)12,220 
- --· - -

Excess of arri vuls over rl~pa.rtures ( Foreig·n 'l'ra[le ), . .. .. .. .. . l ,i!J7 

Arrh·alR. 

J uuks, Local Trr.Je, .. . 3,:::!0:3 

Launc\ICs, , : .. 2);).!\),583 

. :.3~ao::J,7Sd .. 

De.pnrturt'<~. 

1 ,7!)3 

:2,:321,003 

:},3:22,7\)6 

Excess of nrri v·uls over departures (J,ocal '!'rude), ..... .. ..... .'J!),!JOO · 

Difference-Excess of arrivals, ....... ...... 31,787 
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Ocean-going Vessels. 

38. The preceding· tables show the annunl percentages of carg-oes per 
registered tun, fur the five yea1·s during· which retn1·ns have been cullt>cted 
in tl1is Department. The mean for this pm·iod g·ives fut• Br itish sh ippiug-
78.5%, for foreig-n shipping 76.8%. '!'he !Jest yeat· fot· cnl'rying fu1' D1•ir.ish 
shipping· was 1804, viz., 8·!.5% (the Plague y eat· when qun ,·n.utinc reqnit·ements 
on leaving the Colony caused mnny vessels to fcJI·ego call ing-) . Both 180.'3 
and 1804 were g·ood yea t·s for f(,reig·n vessels, they carried 8:.1.:.?% ench .)'eat·. 

The g·t·ndu::ll decrease uf the to tal percentages after 18!14, appE>at·s to show 
that the carriag·e otfering is in excess of carg-o reqnirelllents. 'flJe,·e hns 
been a marked rise iu 1807 in the to tal percent!lg-es. I n tlte case of Brit ish 
shipping- this is due to- a decline in tonnage (lowet· tl1an both 18!)5 or lSOG) ; 
with foreig-n shipping- the C;tse is diffeJ·ent, coincident with a ltu·g-e incre;lse 
in tonnage, heaviel' cargoes have IJeen carried . 

39. r 11 1803, 3,400 Dt·it ish ships, ag·g·t·egnting- 4,517,080 tons, Cal'l'i('d 
7D.O%, in 1807, 3,088 vessels wi th a total of 4,883,7-!;j tons can· ied 77.7%, 
or a tonnage increase of 7.:j%, and a dect·ense in ca!'ryiug- of 2.2%, E'fJun l to 
n. nett increase in five years of 5.3/o. 

40. I n 1803, 2,002 foreig·n vessels, measming- 2,BO:J)(iG4 tons, carried 
82.2% in 1807, 3,161 foreig·n ers, carried 80. ::?% of their total ton nng-eJ 
3,806, 13o, equimlent to an increase of:!7.3% in meusmemen tJ with n decrease 
in cunying- of:.?.% ot· a nett inct·ease in [j years of 25 .1 %· 

41. Whilst British and toreig-n shipping· imp<Jrtpro 1·ata much the samr, 
foreig-ners nppem· to cnny mot•e exports and Drit.ish mot·e transit rarg·u. 
Foreig·n V('~sel~ also appr:ll' to ship slig-htly more coal in the Colony. 

Y en.r. Qn:wter. Ships. 

189fl 1st ~15 

1897 4.tlt l ,()/,j 

I 

Ye:u·. Qunrtcr. / Sh ips . 

- ·-- -
1893 ht 609 

1897 4th R83 

RRIT1~IT. 

T m1nage. 

1,080,0;)5 

1,261 ,441 

Im- Ex- /·r· ' t ransr . ports. ports. 

~ 18.2 ~·- l G.H 

25.8 20.k 23.2 

Coal. T otul. 

- -
6.1 i ;i,() 

5.2 i ii.O 

FOREIGN. 

'l'onnng e. 

6ii8,4·JO 

1,060,800 

Im- Ex- ~ 1,1' . I C I 'f I t t ran ::Ht. on • ota • por s . por ,;, 

~ 17.3·1 16.41--=:- .82.7 

33.2 2!).6 1 22.2 4.9 86.0 
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Between the first quarter of 1893, and the fourth quarter of 18!)7, 

British tonnage increased 181 ,:33() tons, m· 14.4%, and decreased in carrying· 

. G%, or a nett increase of 13.8%. }'ot· the same period, foreign shipping· 

increased 40:>,:100 t.ons, ot• 38%, and advancell in carrying 3.3%, equivalent 

to a total g·ni n of 41.3%. D nring; the five years under review 20,182,512 

tons of shipping-, ot\ entry paid Lig·ht Dues at 2~ cents a ton. 

l li·vCI' Stearne1·s, ~·c. 

4:?.. Call for little remat·k, snve that they are to be cong-ratulat.ed on the 

remnrkable economy of fuel apparent as ngainst the expenditure in ocean

p;oi11g· ve,sels. 'l'he passengPr trade in 18!)7 was good, exceeding 1896 hy 

fl0,203. As might be exj,ected their percentage of cargo is very low. 

4:3. J nnks in fOt·eig·n trade show a decided increase in imports, and n 
A fair average has been 

very apparent in thE>ir 
gain of :33,G1:J in passenget•s carried over 18!)(). 

maintained. The divet•sion of the rice trade is 

percentages of exports. 

44. Junks in local trade discharg·ed mainly E:>ar th anrl ston es at Victoria 

for the Reclamation. 
HEVENUE. 

4ii. The total Revenne collected by the Harbour Office dnring the yenr 

was $23-1,233.l::l, a decrease of $757.04 on the previous yen.r. 

1. Light Dues, ..................... ...... .... $114)76.41 

2. Licences nnd I nternal Revenue, .... .. 31,382.30 
~ 

3. FC!eS of Court and Office,.. ........ ...... 88,674.41 
- --

Total, ... .. .... .... ..... !234,233.12 

46. On :31st DeeemUN' there were 15f> Steam Launches employed in 

the harbom; oft hese u5 were licensed for the conveyance of' passengers, 73 

were priva tely owned, I 2 were the property of the Colonial Government, 

u.nd 5 helonp,·ed to the I mpE>rial Govet·nment in dwrge of the Military 

Authoritie><. 

One Master's Certificate was suspended for one mouth, nnd two Master's 

CPrtificate" were snspend_ed for two months ench. 
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E:u IORA'l' I ON. 

47. 62,831 Emig·ra.nts left IIono·kono· fur vHrion~ I I· . . I . 

f 
_ o o " , ace,. l nrmn· t.he 

year; o these ;J0,317 wereca.rried hv Brit.ishshiJlS auclJ'l~J' '- f'..,. 1 · . -C) • ' ' ~,·J "" uy uret n·n 
sups ' ll n,~07 were rE:>ported as hn.vitw ueen Ul'Otl"'ht to Lf ·k . 

0 

1 . o o r OD!! oun· h·om 
Paces to winch they had emioTated · and of the ·e !) 1 W6 ~ 

0 

• B · · 1 
1 

. 0 ' " ' ' 'J were LH·oun·ht m 
rtt~~:; 1 sups, aml 24,151 by foreig·n ships. 

0 

1 D

Heturns Nos. X\'Jlf unJ XIX will g·il•e the detail :; of this urauch uf 

t tc cpnrtrnent. 

HEor~TnY oF SHI PI'DIG. 

-!8. Du rin"' the t·e·1r '>·1 1 · · • o .; ' ' ~w sup~ were rcg-•stered tuHler the pt•uv i~io ns uf 
the Imp~rJal Act, and lO cart ilicates were cancelled. 

MAnJ NE .MAo i~TllA't'R's CouR'r . 

4fl. 18 cases were heard in the Marine Magistrate'~ Court. refusal of 

duty and assault were the pri ncipa I oft'ences. ' 

ExA:u:I x A1' IO~ oF ~Loi'>'l'R ns !\I ATF" \. "D '•' ''G ' • N' J , , ~.:. •• L'iEEitS. 

( Under SeGtion 15 of Ordinance .J..Yo. 2fJ of1891.) 

. ,50 . . 'l'he foll~wi n g· table will slww the number of candidates examiued 

tor Cert-Ificates of Competency distinguishing those who \\'ere succe ·sf I rl 
those who failed:- s u an 

G l~ADE. PASSED. FA tLEU. 

~as ter:;, ... .. ...... . ... ..... ................ ........ . 
t•r~t i~atos, ......... ...... ......... ... .. ........ .. 
s~~~nJ ~}~~~s'," " ' .. ................ ............. .. 

······ ············· ·· ··············· 

3a 
22 

1 
5 

7 
4 
3 
2 

T ---------
, . OT.\I., .. .... ... ... ....... .. .. . I--· ~·-- . Hi 

~ u·~t Class Engineer~, .. ...... .. ..... . .. .. .. .. ... I ·J ------
Second Class Engineer:>, .......... .. ..... ....... ! ,; 10 I '±- a2 

Tonr., ............ ...... .. .... 
1 

54 ~--4:;--

l\IAR I NE CounTs. 
( Under S ection 18 of Ordinance No . . ea of 1891.) 

51. The following- Courts have been held dming the year:-

1. On the lGth February, inquiry rc5pecting· certain chnrg-es uf mis

conduct broug·ht ag-ai nst Patt·ick Cus~idJ· Second l\fate ofth n .t. I n ' • e n 1::. 1 arque 
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'J'ol'liMlale, Official No. !)!),8'28 of Glasg·ow, by Hobcrt llnchanan, :Master of 

the sui\l ship. The Certificate of Competency of the Second Mate wns not 

d<:'alt with, but the Court was of opinion that the Secontl Mate was guilty nf 

mi~con tluct, and directed that he be dischargetl from hi;; ship. 

2. On the 2lith )larch, inr1uiry into the loss of the British s.s. (}/nmul'

.tfllllShire, Official N n. 8U,Gii 1 of Lomlou, off Cnpe St. J ames, Chin a Sea, on 

the 7th )larch, 1807. The Master's ( Hng·h Nonis Vpyan) Certificate of 

Competency was rctu l'l1ed to hi>n. 

3. Ou the l Oth aud :30th October, inrptiry into the lm:s of the Briti~h 
s.s. Namoa., Official No. Gu,OOO, of Hongkong, through stt·ik ing an unclturt

('t\ rock in the Hait:m St.nJ.its, China Sea, on the 31'll Octobct·, 1807. The 

:Master's ('l'homn~ Phillip Hall) Certificate ofCom;,etcncy was retmnerl to 

him. 
SuNDAi' CAnoo-WonKLNO. 

(01·diuancc JYo. 6 of lMJl .) 

52. Dnri ng the ye.ur I GO permi ts were issuctl , ut11ler the provisions of 

the Ordinance; of these, ;30 were not :\Vaiied of owing· to its being· found 

unuccessu•·y tin· the ship to work cargo on the Sundny, and the fee paid for 

the permit was refuudetl in eueh case. 

:37 Permits werc.issuetl free of charge to ~lail steamers. 

The rcveunc collec ted nmler tl1is l.tcnJiug wns $1 1,8iJ0; this wns $·1,:?75 

more tln1 o 18!)(i. 
SEAMEii. 

5:L 18/>8'3 Seamen were shipped, and 20,8:3:3 Jiscl~tu·g-ctl, ut the Sbippiug· 

Office, :wd on bllanl ships during· the year. 

:2-!2 Distressetl Seamen wc•·c rpceivcd during· the year; of these, 3-l 

were sent to the United Kingdom, 1 to ~lttnila, ~to Domhuy, :3 to Culcuttu., 

'2 di od, 1 !)() 0btaiuetl· employ meut, ~ remained at the Government Civil 

Hospital, and !3 at the Snilors' Home. 

$!,3iii.30 were expemletl by the B o:ml of 'l'ratle iu the relief of these 

men, nml $168.:3-t by the Colony. 

l\I ARJNE SunvEYOH's Sun-DEPAR'fMF.NT. 

5!. lteturn l\o. XXI II shows the wol'k performed by this branch of 

the IJ u t·hour Department. 
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LIGHT HO USES. 

tiil. The amount of Lig·ht Dues collected was as follow" . :s : 

Cuss ot• VF. SS!o:LS. 
RuE No. OF ToTALn:Es 

l'ER TOX. Snu•s. T OXS AGE. 
COLI,ECT Ell • 

Ocenn Vcs~el:; paying fullllnes,. 2& cent:;. 3,3;32 I 4,3.56,44i 
$ f; , 

L~mnchc!! paying full dues, .... .. do. 32i 
1 0!:!,9 11.:!8 

Hwer Steamers (uight.boatE), ... ! cent. 6i8 
18,856 4i2.H 

715,873 1,i72 .. ).5 
J,aunches plying exclusively to 

Macao, ..... ... ....... ....... .. do. 57 3,021 20. 14 
River Stcmners (day -boats), ... 
Lauuches plying to .Macao U\' 

Free. 869 978,204 ... 
day, ... .... ......... .. .. ; ... . :. do. 42.3 22,778 ... 

TOTAL, .. . ............. . 
----

1 6,09.5,179 5,688 
-----
ll ·i,176.H 

5G. 'l'elcn·t·a IJ ' .., p Le and telephomc conunumcatwn has been kept np with 

the . Gap Rock and Cape D' Ag·uilal· during the Yenr. From th fi . 
stotwn :jliS vessel 1 • e ormet s tave been l'cpurtcd as passing·, and in addition I 3!) 

messag·es were received nnd 3,110 s·eut inclndinno the dn'l , I 
for the Observatory. "' • t y "cat I CL' report 

57. Prom Cape D'Ag·uilar 1,158 vessels were relJOrted and. l ·J· . 1 71)3 · , ' Ill Ul uttton 
' messag·es wet·e sent and 18 received. 

58. 1.90 h~m·s of fog were. reported from Gap Rock durinn· the ·eax 
and the fog signal g·un has been fired 1 0Q!J times 0 G o. . ) ' 
tortni l tl I' f' ,~ . n occaswos the 

g· I y re te conld not be effected owinn· to tlte 1 o roug· 1 sea. 

Gon:n:oniEN1' G uN POWDEH DEP(i'r. 

5~. Dm·ing the year 1807, there has been stored in the Govemment 
~Iugnz10e Stone Cnttet·'s !:::land:-

X o. oFCAs.Es. Al'l'ltOxurAn: 

- ---------------- WEIGHT. 

Gnnpowder, privatelv owned 
. Do., GovernJ;Jent ow;1~j ..... ........ .. . 

Cartridge:;, privately owned , ......... ..... . 
Do., Government own~:i··· ... ... ..... .. . .. 

Ex plosi vc Com ponllll:s, pri Yat~iy' · ~\~;l .. e<"1 " .. .. D , ... .. . 
o., Government owned, ... 

10,427 

" 2,681 
lOG 
477 

21 

lh:>. 
2 12,22H 

" 388,467 
17,082 
48,4i9 

1,226 

TOTAL, ............ .. .. ..... .. . ! 13,'712 ----;7,433 -

' 
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On the 31st December, 1897, there remained us under:-
.,..-- - ·- ----

Gunpowder, privately owned, ...... •.. .. .... . .. 
Do. , Government owned, .... . . .. . .... . . 

Cartridge,., privately owned, . .... . . ...... . ...• ... 
Do., Go,·crumcnt ownet1, ...... . ...... .... . 

Explosive Compountls, privntely owned, .... . . 
Do., Government owue,J, .. . 

T OTAL, .••••••••.•.• • ••• • •• • •• 

1 

No. Qj,' CAsEs. 

958 

I,a6i 
69 

26:1 
2 1 

2,6i 8 

hiPonTs AND E x PORTs (OPI UM) OFFICE. 

API'RO X! MATE 

WEW!IT. 

--1i)S_---

22,29,j 

205,050 
14,2·li'l 
13,839 

1,2!?6 

256,6.'>5 

GO. The Return shows that during· the yeat• the nmouut of Opium 

reported was ns follo ws :-

JSfJli. 189 7. 

clu•at .~. t'lt l'~t.•. 

I mpor tetl, .. ....... ..... ... . ... 34,208 37,708 

Exported, ............... .... .. 3:3,:385~ 35,808 

Throng·h cargo reported ) 1 4,S:JS~, 
hut not landed, ...... f - Ia,730~ 

1 ncrt•ust·. 

rluwt•. 
3,:)00 
,, <1.001 
~, ·-· - 2 

1Jc·l'rCt18e. 

clceBt~. 

1 ,O!J9 

15,251 permits wer3 issued li·om this Office during the year, being· a 

decrease of 3ilt as compared with 1806. 

A daily memo. of exports to Chinese ports was during the year supplied 

to the Commissioner of Impe1·ial Maritime Customs at Kowloon; and fro tn 

the 1st June last, a daily memo. ot' exports to Macuo was, at the request of 

the Superintendent of Raw Opium Department of ~Iacao, SHPI'!ietl to him. 

Surpr ise visits we1·e paid to !)J gouowns during the year. 

I have tlte honom to be, 

Sir, 

Your most obedient Sernmt, 

H. MuttHAY Ru:usEr, Hctd. Comrl., ILl\. , 
llarbt•ur Jlastl'l', ,y·c. 

The llonourultle J . H. STEWAll'l' LoCKIL\RT, 

(.olollittl S.:crl'tt~t·y. 

,Jc., 






