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RULES AND REGULATIONR,

R

I That the Society be styled Tue HosGioxe GeExpial CIAMBER
or CoMMERCE,

LL That the object of the Chamber shall be to wateh over and protect
the general interests of Commeree, 1o collecr information on all nuatters of
interest to the Mercantile Community, and to use every means within its
power for the removal of evils, the rediess of gricvances, and the promotion
of the common good ; to communicate with Authorities and others thereupon
to form u code of practice, whereby the transaction of business may he
simplified and facilitated s to receive veferences, and to arbitrate between
disputantz—the decisions in such reference to be recorded for future cuidanee,

L That all Meveantile Firms and persons engaged or interested in the
Trade of China shall be eligible for admission as Members in the nmnoer
. - & 0 - . . - - .
hereafrer deseribed, and on pavinent of 50 for IMrms, and 215 for sinele
k. 1 4 b3 .'-‘
individuals for the curvent year, and a like Aunual Sulweription, pavable in

advance on’ jst Junuary,

IV. That eandidates for adinission proposed by one Member and scconded
by aunother shall be elected at the yearly Meeting by a majority of votes of

" the Members then present. or in the interval, by the Committec, subicet to
) ¥ ) J

confirmation at the next ensuing General Meetine,

V. That voting hy Proxy, or hy Members whose Subseriptions ave in
arrear, he not allowed, and that not more than one Member of the same Firm
be allowed to vote on the same oceasion,

VI, That in the absence from the Colony of all the Partuers in a Firm,
theiv Representative by Power of Attorney shall be entitled to vate.

i

VIL That any Member may be expelled from the Chamber oo the
proposition of the Committee communicated to all the Members, and consi-
dered ab a General Meeting, provided that not fower than two-thirde ol those
present vote for she expulsion,

VI That any nwmber of Membeors ot less than 10 shall be hield to
coustitute a General Mecting ealled in colormity with the rules of the
Chamber, whether yearly or special,

IX. That he Business aud Funds of (he Chamber be manazed by a
Committee of Niue Membors, consisting of Chaivman, Viee-Uhairaman and
Seven Members, to be clected annmally, at ihe vearly General Mecting of
the Chamber.  Iour to form a quornm, and the Chairmean in cuse of cqunlity
to hawve the casting vote in addition to his own,

X, That the Committee shall mect at leagt once o nonth, on <qch day
as may be fixed for the transaction of business, and at other tines when
summoned by the Chairman, or in bis abscnee by the Viece-Chairman. The
proceedings to be laid on the table for the inspeetion of Members, subjoct to
such regulutions as the Committes may deem expedient.  In cases of the
non=atteudance of the Chairman or Viee-Chairmn, a Chaivinan to be chosen
by the Members present, :
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XI. That in case ol a vacaney in the Committee, it siml‘l be filled np
pro tempore by the Committee until the next General Mecting : and that
they have the power to appoint a Sub-Committee from their own number for
any purpose whatever,

X1I. That o paid Seeretary be eleeted by the Committee, sieh election
to he subject to confirmation at the next ensuing General Meeting.

XI1I. That the Annual General Meeting of the Chamber shall be held
in the month of February (or as soon thereafter ax may be found convenient)
of each vear; and that Special Mectings shall Le called by the Chairman, or
in his alsence by the Vice-Chaivman, on the requisition of any Fiv? Menibers
of the Chamber, to be held within ten davs subsequent to the receipt of such
requisition.

NIV, That all important questions affecting the Trade of the Port, and
its Political or Commercial velations with the Empire of China or with other
States, may be discussed at the Yearly General Mecting or Speci::l Gmrle_mi
Meeting for that purpose convened, in the manner provided for by Rule XTI1.

XV, That the Committee be empowered to frame By-Taws, which shall

at once come into foree, but must be presented for confirmation at the next

ensuing General Meeting of the Chamber; and being so coufirmed, shall bhe
equally binding with these Rules upon all Memberz.

X VI That the Funds of the Chamber shall be paid into one of the
Banks under an account to be opened by the Committee, and that all Cheques
shall be signed by the Seeretary to the Chamber, countersigned by the
Chairman or Vice-Chairman, or in their absence by one of the Committee:
that all disbursements shall be sanetioned by the Committee at their ul'(I%lnill'y
Meetings, and that an account shall be audited by two Mewbers of the
Chamber aud laild before the vearly General Mocting.

NVIL That a yearly Report of the procecdings be propared, and, after
being approved at a General Meeting, printed and cireuluted.

NVIIL That the above Rules be added ro or altered only by u majority
of the Members of the Chamber present at a Gene wl Mecting, ten days’
notice having been given of the proposed alteration.

NIN. That the foregoing Rules be printed, and an authentieated copy,
subseribed by each Member onadmission, be keptas part of the records of the
Chamber.

Di-LA WS,
P

I. The Office shall be open daily from Noon to 1 o'elock vt when
the Sccretary shall be in attendance, and ready to communicate with any
Member requiring information or aceess to the Records of the Chamber.

()

Il. The Secretary shall atteud all Meotings (incluwling those of the
Arbitration Committee, if required), keep a jonrnal of all proccedings, take
charge of all docnments, keep the aecounts of the Chamber, colleet Statisties, .
prepare Statements of Trade, conduet uud keep copies of eorrespondence, and
attend to such other duties as may be required by the Committee.

IIT. All Communications shall be received and answered through the
Chairman, Viee-Chairman, or Sceretary.

IV. No documents belonging to the Chamber shall be removed during
Office hours, nor shall any minute of its procecdings be made publie without
an order of the Committec.

V. Notice of any proposition or business to be laid hefore the venrly
General Meeting, or any Special Meeting, shall be given to the Secretary at
least forty-eight hours hefore the Mecting, who, in the cireular ealling sueh
Meeting, will state the business or proposition, and by whom to be bronght
forward.

V1. The means to provide a suitable Establishment, and to defray ex-
penses in addition to the Subseriptions fixed by Rule 3, shall be raised in the
following manner :—By the sale of Statements of Trade, by fees on Arbitra-
tion and References, by fees for certified copies of the Records and other
Docnments in the Archives of the Chamber, and by voluntary gifts aud con-
tributions cither in money, maps, books, or anything which may be nszful to
the Institution.

VII. The Committee shall appoint every vear five from their nnmber,
three of whow in regular suceession shall be the Acting Connnittee, to decide
on all eases submitted to the Arbitration of the Chamber, whose funetions
shall continue so long as any busines= hrought before them duving their period
of service is undecided.

VIIL The Members of the Arbiteation Committee shall he entitled to a
Fee of not less than %5, and not more than $20 cach, and the Chamber to o
Fee (in addition) of not less than $10, and not more than 2100, on every case
submitted to the arbitration of the Chamber,  The amount to be regulated by
the Arbitration Committee, according to the importance of the case and the
time oceupied therein, subjeet to an appeal to the General Committee, whose
decizion on the amount shall be final.

IX. The Disputants in an Arbimation case shall be held to guarantee
the fees jointly and severally to the Chamber.

X. The Arbitration Committee shall appoint its own Chairman and
confine its functions to eases when its intervention or advice is requested, aml
on no occasion shall it proceed with any ease unless all the partiex subseribe
a Bond making the award a Rule of the Supreme Court.  Printed forms of
such Bonds legally prepared, shall be kept for the information of Members
who may have oceasion te resort to the Chamber for Arbitration: and the
Committec shall not arbitrate upon, nor take any cognizance of, any dispute
whatever, unless onc of the parties interested thercin be a Member of the
Chamber,

XL That in the event of any question as to the construction er appliea-
tion of these By-Laws, the General Committee shall have power to decide
the same, submitting the matter to the next General Meeting of the Chamber

for its final decision.
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MINUTES of the Yearly General Meeting of the Hoxaroxa
GENERAL CHAMBER OF COMMERCE, held on the 13th May,
1896, for the purpose of receiving the Report of the Committee
and passing the Secretary’s Accounts for the year ending
31st December, 1893,

Present:—

Mr., A. McCoxacme (Chaivman), N, JJ. Eor, T. Jackson, St. C.
Micrarrsey, N, A, Siges, Hereerr Syrm, Hononrable T, I WHITEHEAD
(Committee), R. C. Wircox (Secretary), G. B. Donwerr, ITonourable E. R.
Brerinios, Honourable C. I’ Ciarer, C. 5. Suware, A Coxox, A. Ross,
D. R. Sassoox, R. Ixgris, G. W. I, Pravyrair, A. Surrrtox lloorer, G.
H. WheerLer, G. T. Verrci, D. Giiries, J. H. Gaerers, G, L, Tovniy,
H. A. Rircnig, J. J. Fravers, q.c., I Ossorxe, J. D. Hurcmsoy, J. Y.
V. Vervox, Granvirre Smare, R. L, Rricuarosox, W, R. Loxrey, I,
Marrraxp, T. Arxorp, Ilarr Buoek, W, Wmirey, G. Stewarr, II. N.
Mobpy, H. Wicking, S, D, Serava, K. Fekern 1T B Touxivs, M. D,
Ezexiern, N. K. Axtiy, o Foox, Mine Ker, Wy Suive, &e.

The SeereETARY read the notice convening the meeting.

The minates of the lnst yearly meeting were taken as read and confirmed,

The Cramryax said—Gentlemen,—1If the year covered by the Report
now laid before yvou has been rather less eventful than some of its predecessors,
there have been several important questions which during its course have
claimed and received our attention. We eannot boast, perhaps, of having
actually seenred any important commereial coneessions in China: but at any
rate we have managed to get zome matters alvanced a stage. I we have
not been in the proud E‘msitiun to command suceess we have at least souglt
to deserve it The past yenr has seen a considerable revival in trade and a
very general improvement in loeal stocks and undertakings, which gives
promise of permaneney. In 1895 we eseaped visitation by the bubonic plague
in epidemic form, and hegan ro hope that the diseaze had been in some
measure brought under control, but its reerudescence this spring has re-

imposed upon Hongkong the evils inseparable from being treated as an in-
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fected port. It is to be hoped, however, that the dizease will soon pass away,
and such measures of =anitation taken in the City of Victoria as will effectu-
ally prevent its re-appearance. It is of the utmost importance to the
progress and welfare of the colony that the port shall be kept free from
épidemies, which not only act disastrously on the health of the population
but tend to eripple its trade and impair its prosperity. Turning to the ques-
tions denlt with in the report, 1 will not detain you by referring to them all
and will pass over those to which nothing new of interest can at present be
added.

I understand, as regards the Gap Rock Signalling, that as a matter of
fact two guns have been mounted at the Rock, and from the Ist January last
one Las been fired during fogey weather every ten minutes and the result has
been most fauvourably reported on by shipmasters, In eonncction with the
reconstruction of the Lighthouse I can only hope that some sounl opinion
will be obtained, and I trust it may yet be found that sueh a costly work i
not necessary.  (Applase.)

The omission pointed out by Messrs Gibl, Livingston & Co. in t.he‘ Trade
Marks Ordinances has sinee been rectified by the passing in August last by
the Legislative Conneil of an Actlo amend the Trade Marks Ordinances Nos.
16 of 1873 and 8 of 1886. i

You will notice that vour Committee has continued agitating in the
matter of the proposel enforced use of the official Telegraph Code Voea-
bulary, and it is to be hoped that some solution satisfactory to all parties
will be arrived at by the convention fixed to meet during the current year.
Closely connected with this subject ix the cost of telezrams, and you will
observe that the present high rates not only between this Colony, Indin and
Europe, but also loeally with Japan and the Straits have formed the subject
of considerable correspondence, with the result that the tariff on loeal traffic
bas beew reconsidered and the rates to countries south of the Colony will be
reduced at onee, and hopes are held out that a modification of those between
here and Japan may also shortly follow. 3

The community generally are much indebted to the actinz agent lere
and the Directors in Paris of the Messageries Maritimes for the prompt and
courteous eonsideration given to the opinion of the Chamber against the
alteration, early this vear, of the hours of departure of the French Mail from
noon to ten o'elock am. This practically involved closing our mails the

revions night. and was most inconvenient.
Ll

(il )

Turning to an old and mueh-worn question, 1 may eall it a time-honour-
ed grievance, that of official obstruction to transit passes in South China, Tam
glad to say that we hav 5 rance i 2
Elu y . have at least advanced a point.  We have, throngh the
action of the officials at Wnchow-fu this spring, in the easc of Mr. Jouy
ANpRrREW, obtained ineontrovertible proof of the manner in which the Treaty
stipulations with regard to trade, vnder Traunsit Pass, are set at naurht in

e . . 9 i
South China. IHitherto, while the fact of official hostility to this privilege
- L

was notorious, it had been difficult to furuish proof; but the conduct of the

2 Ve ¥ Y 3 5 T 3 Vel 1 TR 7 H
Prefect of Wuchow in vefusing to reassure the native merchants by issning a

proclamation sanctioning the purchase of Mr. AxprEW’s cargo, and, when at
g0

length compelled to issue such proelamation, rendering it nugatory by stating
: o v » d =

that the duty would be levied on the goods after their transference to the

buyer, afforded eonvincing evidence of their determination to render the

7 « A af by L o Vi e
treaty a dead letter. The Acting British Consul at Canton took up the case
vigorously, and this Chamber, on becoming acquainted with the facts, pressed
. S H g Sored mie . E 3

ﬂ,le matter on the attention of the Forcign Minister and of 11 B, M.’s Chargé
; o oy 310 - <

&’ Affaires at Peking, both by telegram and by letter, with the result that

careful considerntion has been promised, and we are assured that * Her
e e . +

Majesty’s Government are pressing the Chinese Government to carry out the

spirit of their Treaty obligations in regard to the Transit Paszs svstem.”

With this assurance from Lord Salisbury, we must for the present rest

satisfied.

Within the laxt few days, as you are aware, a statement las heen
telegraphed out by Renter to the effect that aféer the coronation of the Czar,
His Excellency Li Hung Chang intends visiting the Courts of the various
treaty ports partly with a view of obtaining an inercase of from five to eight
per cent. ad valorem of the import duties levied on foreign goods at the
treaty ports of China, Now, gentlemen, T win sure you will agree with me
that this will raise a very imporiant question. I think that before entertaining
any proposals the British Government (and indeed all the Foreigh Govern-
ments intercsted) will submit them first to the various Chambers of Commeree
in China und to this Chambar.  For my part I do not see how any proposal
to raise the tariff can bo considered for a moment unless it were to (;onso[idate
all the import aud lekin duties into one, after payment of which the goods
would be free to any part of the Ilmpire. Then there would ba the qn:stion
of guarantee. We should want some very sufficient guarantee that this

stipulation would be observed.  Can this gnarantee be obtained ? T feel sure
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this important matter will reecive the careful attention of your new Com-
mittee.

Another question, somewhat closely associated with the foregoing, is the
much-agitated proposal for the opening of the West River. The Chamber
lias, during the past year, continued to carcfully nurse this important yuestion,
and if we are to credit the published statements in London papers, the Chinese
Goverment has at last assented to the principle, but the negotiations now
procecding are to settle the ports aud places to he opencd to trade. I trust
that Her Majesty’s Government will not rest satisfied with the mere opening
of the so-called West River only : but will ask the Chinese Goverument to
iuclude the North River also in the inland waters of South China to Le opened
to forcign trade and steamer navigation, The negotiations in London are in
good hands, Mr. Crrzox, the Under Sceretary for Foreign Affairs, who has
undertaken the conduct of them, being thoroughly posted in East Asian
questions ; and he has. the China Associntion to'appeal to in any matters of
detail.  Let us hope that we shall see this privilege accorded before the close
of the current vear.

The preferential dutics granted on junk-carried cargees has again boen
brought to tlie attention of the Foreign Office, but little progress Las been
made with this question, It is to be hoped that it mway be included in the
negotiations in refercuce to transit passes,

Early in April last, the arrival of Sir Cravor MacDox Ly, thenew British
Minister to China, on his way through to take up his post at Peking, afforded
the Committee an opportunity for an interchange of views with His Excelleney,
who, in reply to an address, gave some acceptable assurances of the progress
of negotiations on the various subjects brought to his notice, and left a pleasaut
impression on onr minds that he had onr commercial interests thoroughly at
heart.

As you are aware, from the publizhed correspoundence, the Government
recently addressed a letter to the Chamber inguiring whether its opinion on
the subject of the Sauitary Board remains the same as that expressed in the
letters of Mr. J. J. Keswick, the then Chairman, dated 19th October and

12th November, 1394, and by the member then representing the Chamber in
Council : also whether Mr. WIHITEIEAD had received any mandate fromn the
British Members of the Chamber to oppose the views pronouunced by the
Retrenchment Committee, Mr. Krswick aud myself. To this we have

returned a reply to the Governor to the effect that if His Exeellency wishes

(17)

an expression of opivion on the subject it would, in order to be final, be
necesswry to take the opinions of all the members.  For iy own part, T can
only say, I strongly deprecate the Chamber, which should remain a purely
commercial body, being mived up with political or municipal matters, (}-Iea;‘
hear, and Applause.) i . ,

There is one question which, although it has uot formed the subject of
correspondence, hus not heen lost sight of by the Committee. I allude to the
additional light dues imposed on shipping iu this free port.  These were first
levied to pay for the construction and lighting of Gap Roeck lighthouse, and
a pledge was given by the then Governor (Sir Wirniay Des Vasex) that they
should ceuse when the object for which they were imposed had heen attained.
That term has expired, but the light dues continne to be levied. It is, T am
aware, a temptmiun to a (Government to-continue a convenient impost,

especially when its finances are not in too Hourishing a condition ; but when

-a pledge bas been given it ought to be punctually and honourably redeemed.

(Applause.) There is also another question involved of the highest
importance to this port. The tonnage is attracted hither, in no small degree,
by the freedom from the dues of all kinds which in some ports form so heavy
a burden on vessels. I hope we shall not only firmly maintain that freedcm;,
but that we shall likewise sncceed in vidding ships of the light dues, thus
again muking the port absolutely free.  (Applause.) ] '

Any infention or device caleulated to lessen the perils which are inscpar-
ably counected with the sea must naturally cxcite interest and arrest attention
and the man who succeeds in minimizing the risk to life to those who, eithe;
in pursuit of their voeation or who take passage on steamers, travel thereon
will merit the blessings of his follow-mon. In January last those interested in
shipping were afforded an opportunity of hearing, i this room, an interesting
address by Admiral Maxarorr, of the Imperial Russian Navy, in which I:a
very elearly deseribed an invention devised by himsell for minimising the
effects of collisions at sea. The importance of sueh a deviee as that deseribed
by the gallant ofticer, received melancholy and striking illustration the other
day by the terrible loss of life in the collision between two steamers at the
mouth of the Woosung River. Iam not prepared to say that the Admiral's
invention of a false nose (had the striking vessel possessed one) would have
averted the entire effect of the ecollision, but it would probably have lessened
the sad results thercof. ;

I am elac Iie o AR : . .
glad to be able to announce that at the fortheoming third cougress of
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the Chambers of Commerge of the Empire to be held in London, this Chamber
will be represented by Messrs, W. Krswiok, E. Mackixtosi, and A G
Woob, all of whom have been mosb intimately
its meetings and worked on the

ssociated with it in the past,

baving cach of them i tarn presided over

Committee. They are well posted in all questions affecting the conmercinl

interests of the Colony, and will no doibt he able to speak with anthority on

any matter conneeted with the Far Kast.

Although the inconvenience and loss oceasioned by the coolic strike in

the spring of last year have now censel to trouble ws, the lessons taught by

1eht not to be forgotten, and it will be well to be prepareil for

troible by making oursclves more independent

that incident ot

any reeurrcnec of the labour
It ix stated by the British Consul at Amoy that an

el from that port at any time, but the

of one class of labour.

ample supply of labour can be proeur
coolies would require a guarantee of permanent employment, aud would also
demand assurauce of protection from incensed Cantonese labourers.  Amoys.

however, is not the only place from which a labour =upply can be procured.
1 imagine that it iz obtainable both from India and Japan.

Coming to matters personally commected with the Chamber, 1 have to

record the return of Mr. WHITEUEAD, tlie nominee in the Leaislative Council

of this Chamber, who resumed his scat in that assembly in August last.

There lave been few changes in the Committee during the past year. In
July last, Mr. Dovaras Joxes lefe for Shanghai, and M. Ebnr, who had

returned to the Colony, was asked to resume bis old place on tlic Committee.
Ry

On the departure of Mr. Gray reeently, Mr. ITER
The Chamber has ouly lost two members during the

vepr Saiti was invited

to fill the vacauey.

year, and T am glad to say o number of new members have been clected, and

their clection will require eontirmation from you to-day.
of Mr. Ferrarron HENDERSON, the

By the resignation,

at the commencement of the year
Chamber have lost a tried and able secreiary, whose exper
fitted Tim for the effective discharge of the

ienee in China and

business capacity peculiarly
somewhat ouerous and veeasionally difficult duties. Those dutics were, a3
you kunow, always discharged with the groatest eredit (o himself.  (Applause.)
1Tig place has been filled by Alr. R €. WiLcoxs, who also brings to bear a

lengthy experience and intimate knowledge of the Colony to the work.

One more subject remains for me to toucl upon, and on this I shall not

detain you long. T pefer to the financial position of the Chamber. You will

observe thal again our expenditure unfortunately execeds our income ; the
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differeiice on the yvear’s workine heing 81,126 41 which,added o the £1,876.96
o Wiy .
short ki 'evi
wrt on the working of the previous vear, reduces onr former reserve fund of
53,250 to %2 3. This is
$3,250 to $2,509.13. This is not a healthy state of finance, and unless new
m ‘-n » YL ] o .
embers come forward and add o our revenue hy their subseriptions, some
other 3 5tos ich 1 : &l
sther means must soouw be found by whieh income and expenditure can be
balaneed il remark of 1 }
. With these remarks, T beg to move the adoption of the report and
the passing of the accounts.  (Applanse.)
Mr., INGLIS— ¢overy ;
Ixeris—I have very mueh pleasure, Mr. C'marryax, in zeconding
the adoption of the veport amd aceounts. ¢
Mr. DobwELL— Before i i
l wELL—Before putting the adoption of the report and accounts
to th i ! i -
e meeting, Mr. Crarrdax, have you any suswer from the Government
to your letter on the Sanitary Board 7
The CiairyaNy—No.
Mr. DobwerLL—No reply *
The Cusirray—No,

My, Dobwenn—Can you tell us how vou dissociate the Chamber
politically and commereially ?
A A 1 .
The Cuamryax—I =poke in the first person.
Mr. DopwELL—I presume vou speak for the Committee
The C v—1I am speaking i i
: AIRMAN—T am .spe.lklng in the first person,
M. sLL—The Che : igi
ke DopweLL—The Chamber, as originally constituted, is a eommereial
wody, but it has political privileges i i | :
s ; felis p privileges, one being the appointment of a member
o the Legislative Council.  Such being the ease, I do not see how vou
. - ; h ; A c
dissociate the two. i r
(18
Ihe Crarraan—WI i i
arraN—What I he ; is this for i
. had in my mind is this, I you, for instance,
introduce such a question as the constitution of the Sanitarv Board vou
A ) : . i p -
introduce to this Chamber the elements of discord at once, and it would be
fg 2 e T - g = ES 6l 4 i
etal to its interests in futnve,  That is what I had in my mind when I wrote
out this pauragraph, The rule under which members come is this. Rule 14
reads, Mr. DopwELL :—FThat all important questions aff ecting the trade of
- .. i 2
the port, and its political and commercial relations with the Empire of China
nl' s ¢ 1 X6 = . g i :
with other Stutes, may he diseussed at the yearly geuneral meeting provided
. I - el 5 [ : : G
for that purpose in the manuer of Rule 13" Under that Rule, if it has a
. : ’ i
bearing on the commerce—
Mr. DopwerL—' ' :
Mer. :LL—The healt ; e i i
alth of the port I take it, and surely it has a

Very gres ari : i i
¥ great bearing on the commereial relations of the port, and far rhat reason
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I think the matter of the Sanitary Board should be taken up by the Chamber

of Commeree.

The CiratryaN—Do vou wish to propose ai amendment #
Me. DopwELL—No; I am simply making a remark,

The Hon. T. H. WHITEIIEAD sail—Mr, Caareyay and GENTLEMEN,—

The remarks [ have to make ave nof very long. The anunal report now

before you shews, I think, that Hongkong has business e, able and willing

to give their spare time, their energy, and experience to the promotion of

public as distinguished from private interests, and it is, T submit, a eredituble

record of work done. I can speak from experience that in India the Chambers

of Commerce, on commereinl matters, are frequently  and continuously

consulted by the Grovernment, Throneh sueh institutions, those at the head
v o 3

of affairs are cnabled the more aceurately to feel the pulse of the country on

any particalar question which may arise, and can thus legislate more in

accondance with actiul requirements. The presence of the Governor of the

Presidency at the annual meeting of the Bombay Chamber in February last

was evidence of the estimate Lord SANDIURST places upon the Chamber’s
I hope the Colonial Government will avail itself more freely in the
flecting frade and commerce

first referred the

valne.
future of this Chamher’s serviges inomatters a
than it has done in the past. 1f the Government had
and Ammunition Ordinance” to the Chamber, 1 feel

proposed new * Arms
ould have been brought forward

convineed that no such drastic legislation w
at Ordinanec has already seriously injured a perfectly

The proposal to enact th
I into law, the new Bill will assuredly

legitimate branch of trade. 1l passe
drive an important husiness away from Hongkong to the neighbouring Colony

of Macno. I am sure the Chamber could have suggested methods of attaining

the end the Government hag in view,
Before entering upon the new Treaty with Japan
at the Imperial Government did not first consult
the China Association, and

without hurting a long-established and

boné fide branch of trade.
it is mueh to be regretted th

the Chambers of Commerce in the Far ISast,

others intimately acquainted from experience with the needs aund the

requirements of loeal rade,  (Applause)  The Home authorities will make
another serious mistake if they agree toany rearrangement in connection with
any increase in the ad valorem dutics on Inports into Chiua now iu force

under existing Treaties hofore fivst referring the matter to merehants and

others on the spot directly interested. Tmports of Foreign @oods into South

C'hina, owing to the action of the Provincinl officials, have been and are still

{2l

denied their rights under Transit passes as stipulated for in the Tientsin
Treaty. Such Imports can well bear an increased duty provided that the one
duty payment will absolutely free the goods from all further and every other
chfnrg-e during transit and after arrival at their destination. Regarding the
shipping and trade of these waters let me quote from a despatch Zf a E;rmer
_Gtrovernor, Who, was fully alive to the peculiar and exceptional local
circumstances. Sir Joux BowriNG wrote :— Believing that the satisfactor
Je?’elc.)pment of our prosperity is mainly due to the emancipation of aI)Ir
shipping and trade from fiscal vexations and exactions, I trust no Custom
House machinery will ever be introduced, either for the collection of tariff or
harbour flue:s, or for any purpose which may check the free ingress and egress
of all shipping to and from the port, nor the free transfer of commodities ci“rom
hand to hand. Hongkong presents another example of the elasticity and
potency of unrestricted commerce which has more than counterbulance):l the
barrezfness of the soil, the absence of agricultural and manufacturing industr
f‘.he disadvantages of its climate and every impediment which :'onld clj :
its progress.” These are the opinions of Sir Jounx Bowrixg, and I thit;i
the l?resent Governor and his successors would do well to give ;hem serions
cons.xderatiou. In his instructive paper read recently at the Royal Col.nnial
Iusm‘tute on “ British Rule in Malaya,” Mr F, A. SwrTTENBAM savs of (]
“ British official and the public ’—* It is a curious fact that, so f-ar -15" Ikn l'e
('}rown Colonies hardly ever produce really rich colonists, v;hife th; eonstiois“ :
uox?ally-govemed colonies can tell them by hundreds and thousands u;
belu?ve th‘e reason is that in Crown Colonies there is a narrowness and ‘\;ant
of hbez'-al.lty in the treatment of hona fide commercial undertakings that
makes it impossible to obtain much success, aud in eonsequence thecea ital
the energy, and the brains go elsewhere.” Tt is unfortunately ;oo trueptha;
successive governments here have not freely and fully consulted the opinio:
of old and experienced residents on matters of trad::. If they had d};ne : d
perbaps there might be less demand for some share in the r::‘mnaﬂ'emeut :));
local affairs, but, as they have not, nothing can be more nammT than th
presenti feeling in favour of a municipality, or a majority of Unofficial Men:
bers in the Legislative Council. Although I think the Government would
do well to consult the Chamber more than it has done, yet I am clearly c:f
opinion that it should only do so on matters affecting trade and commerce |
As a cosmopolitan body we ought to have nothing to do with politieal ques:

tions, like unto_the composition of the Sanitary Board. We are a constitu
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tion of Foreigners and DBritishers, and any act is to be regretted which may
in any way tend to disturb or mar the harmonions relations and the cor-d?al
friendly feeling which has ever existed between the various nationalities
composing the Chamber. (Applause.) The constitution has for its objects
__«To watch over and protect the general interests of Commerce, to collect
information on all matters of interest to the mercantile community, ete,, ete.”
T ilerel'ore I feel sorry that Mr. KEswICK, a former Chairman, should have
committed the Chamber to any opinion on the guestion of the Sanitary Boaril,
without first submitting the matter to the members for their deliberation and
consideration, and first obtaining their views. .

The CrammyMaN—-I must object, Mr. Wrmireneap. Idonot think you
are altogether right in saying Mr. KEswick committed the Chamber to un.y
opinion on the Sanitary Board question. He did not, as Chairman of this
Chamber, commit the Chamber to any expression of opinion on the constitu-
tion of the Sanitary Board. The letter he addressed in regard to the
constitution of the Sanitary Board was in his capacity as a member of th.e
Legislative Council to the Senior Unofficial Member, Mr. CHATER.

Mr, WritEaEAD—I refer to his letter of October, 1894, in regard to
the Sanitary Board and the acts of the Sanitary Board; and I think it is
greatly to be regretted that he committed the Chamber to the views he
expresse;I there. Before committing the Chamber to any cxpressio.n of
opinion lie should have consulted the members. (Applause). The sanitary
state of the Colony is still very bad. Mr. Jacksox has truly sail that “Therel
is no doubt the present state of Hongkong is a disgrace not only to the Gov-
ernment but to our civilization.” After full considetation I agree with Mr.
Evr that “unless some well-considered sehéme be adopted to abate over-
crowding, to resume, lay-out, rebuild on new prineiples, at least the worst
cections of the town, we shall never make any renl permanent progress
towards immunity from filth disease.” (Applause.) This means a consider-
able expenditure: and we appear to be somewhat heavily taxed already.
The Government states the burden at between 8 and $9 per head, whereas
according to the North China Herald in Shanghai it is about $2.75 a head.
We each of us may desire to lessen taxation, but that is not a question for
the Chamber of Commerce, nor is it for the ClLamber to advise the Govern-
ment as to the best method of currying on the work of its various depart-
ments. ‘The fact has to be faced that the Plague has again gained a habita-

ith vi %0 ectivel
tion herc and the euemy ought tohe arappled with vigerously, and cffectively

N
.l

evicted by the proper authority. As further delay in dealing with the matier
. may permauently injure shipping and other interests, the new Committee
vou to-day elect would do well see to it that Hongkong is not allowed to.
continue an infected port. I think you will all agree that the necessary
saunitary reform to render the port clean and healthy should be effected forth-
with, at whatever cost of money. The cost, whatever it may be, should
not stand in the way, (Applause.)
The CriarryaN—-It has been proposed by myself, and seconded by M.
IxeLis, that the report and aceonnts should be adopted.
Agreed nnanimously.

NEW MEMBLRS.

The Coarrmax--The next business is the confirmation of the membars
elested during the vear, viz.,—
Messrs. Reuter, Brickelmann & Co., :
The Hongkong and Whampoa Dock Company, Limited,
The Sperry Flour Co., of San Francisco,
The Canton Insurance Office, Limited,
The China Traders’ [nsurance Co., Limited,
The Hongkong Fire Insurance Co,, Limited,
The China Fire Insurance Co., Limited, an |
Mr. Harry Wicking.
Mr. WnitEnEap——Before submitting these names I beg to propose the
following as members:——
The Banque de I"Indo-Chine,
Messrs. Johuson, Stokes and Master,
- Mr. Creasy Ewens,
Mr. H. J. Holmes,
Messrs. Hughes & Hough,
Mr. Victor I1. Deacon,
Dr. J. W, Noble,
Messrs. Benjamin, Kelly & Potts, and
Messis. Caldbeck, Macgregor & Co.
Mr. Epr seconded.
Mr. DopwrLr—-I heg to propose Mr. James McKie as member of the
Chamber. '
Mr. T. Jacksox scconded.
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The Chuirmau moved that the clection of these members be confirmed.
Agreed unanimously. ;
LELECTION OF SECRETARY.

The CrarrMaN--I heg to. propose that the appointment of Mr. R.
CHATTERTON WILCOX as Secrefary be confirmed.

Mr. VERNON seconded.

Carried unanimously.

The election of the Committee for the ensuing year was then proceeded
with, Messrs. DopwrLL and VERNON acting as scrutineers.

A SUGGESTION FOR OCCASIONAL MEETINGS.

Mr. G. SHarp said—Mr. CHAIRMAN, I think there should be an oppor-
tunity given to the members of the Chamber to introduce matter which may
be absolutely new and not bearing on the subjects enumerated in the report.
The first part of the meeting is always occupied with the reading of the
report and any remarks made bearing upon it. Then the report is passed, new
members are elected, and the scrutiny and vote is taken for the new Com-~
mittee, and we all go away while the scrutiny ix going on. Is there really
no opportunity for anything to be said on anything new ?

The CuairmaN—1The opportunity is given, Mr. Smarp, before the report
is put fo the meeting. -

Mr. Suarr—I beg o say that the reading of the report and the discus-
sion upon it is enongh for such a meeting and that anything which unduly
prolongs the meetings is undesirable. May T venture to suggest that th(.are
might be a quarterly meeting of the Chamber, once in three montchs, to give
the public an opportunity to say anything and to suggest anything jfor the

good of the community at large in reference to matters for wh;c}n the
Chamber is formed. I think a meeting once a year is really wholly ms}de-
quate, and that some of the matters in the report become matters of ancient
history before they come before the meeting. If the feeling of the- mem?)ers
is in favour of if, I think it will be acceptable that a quarterly meeting might
be convened of the general members of the Chamber.

The CiarnMaN—-To meet that as far as possible, Mr. Suarv, the
Committec a short time ago decided to publish abridged minutes of each
meeting of the Comitttee, so that members should know .w‘hat has token
place in the Chamber and through the Press express opinions upon any
subjects. A quarterly meeting would, I thiuk, Le altogether too large a

tax upou the Committee. They devote a great deal of time and attention
already to matters connccted with the Chamber, and I think it would be a
great tax upon them indeed if quarterly mectings were held.

Mr. Suarr—T am quite sure the Committee work very hard, and anybody
who takes up that pamphlet and reads it through caunot be oblivious of the
faet that the Committee are working very hard, but I do not see how
quarterly meeting would inerease their work. It would simply give the
public the opportunity of saying how very much obliged they were to the
Committee. T should be glad to know whether anybody will second my
proposal to give members the opportunity of expressing their views.

Mr. J. J. Fraxeis seconded, g

The Cratrxax did not put the resolution, but said the incoming Com-
mittee would not lose sight of Mr. SHARP’S suggestion.

Hon. T. H. Waitengan—Yonu can call a special meeting if you will
state the subjeets to be discussed.

ELECTION OF THE COMMITTEE.

The result of the ballot having been ascertained,

The Cuatryax announced the clection of the following Committee :—
Messrs. T. Jacksox, H. Swyira, T, II. Wurregeap, N, J. Epk, St. C.
MicHakLshy, N. A. Sikns, J. J. Berr-Irvine, G. B. Dopwerr, and A.
McConacnie. Mr, BELL-IrVING was elected Chairman and Mr, Ene Vice-
Chairman.

Mr. EpE—I am very mueh obliged to the gentlemen who elected me
Vice-Chairman, but I am sorry I eannot accept the position. There aro
circumstances which I cannot explain to you now that prevent me from
accepting it,

The Cratryax—Not under any circumstauces ?

Mr. EpE—Not under any cireumstances. T am very sorry.

The Ciamryax—As Mr. Epp eannot accept the position of Viee-
Chairman, the one with the next highest number of votes on the list is

myself. That is all the business of the mecting. I thank you for your
attendance, :
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Report of the Corumittee of the HoxGRONG (+ENERAL CHAMBER OF
COMMERCE, for the Year ending 31st December, 1895, for
presentation to the Members at the Annual Meeting, to be held
on Wednesday, the 13th May, 1896. at 3.80 p.n.

Fog Signalling at Gap Rock Lighthouse.

In conneetion with the grounding of the steamer Polyphemus on Jubilee
Island, in elose proximity to the Gap Rock Lighthouse, Messrs. BUTTERFIELD
& Swirk brought to the notice of the Chamber the (uestion of fog signalling
at the Gap Rock, stating that in their opinion—Dbased on the circumstances
attending the grounding of the above steamer—the methods employed were

inadequate. Through the courtesy of the rovernment the matter was referred

to the Chamber. :
A report hy Commander RuMsEY, drawn up shortly after the above
aceident, which stated that the fog signals were audible at 1,612 vards, and
only slightly audible at 2,059 vards, supported the contention that the means
employed were not effective. '
The Chamber suggested that as the radins of distiuet sound was limited
to somewhat less than o mile the Lighthouse should be furnished with a

signalling apparatus of mueh greater compass than that then in use. The
extraordinary acoustic properties possessed by fog—varying apparently under
different conditions of the atmospherc—of diverting and arresting sound,
whieli recent investigations have disclosed, renders any thoroughly ecfticient
system of signalling difficult of attainment. Captain IIAsTINGS'S proposal
to fire o 12-pounder hrass gun
we understand, been adopted, and will, it ig hoped, prove a sufticient warning

to vessels approaching the Rock. (Appendix A, page 5.)

Reported threatened position of Foreigners in Formosa.

I'he Amoy Chamber telegraphed-that the reported intention of the British
Admiral to withdraw protection from Taiwanfoo threatened the utmost
danger to life aud property, and askel the support ol this Chamber to

at regular intervals during thick weather has,

telegraph to Her Majesty’s Minister at Peking.  In the absence of definite
information, and considering the position might be really critics{l, the Com-
mittee acceded to the request. Subsequent events, however, seemed to
indicate that the Admiral could not have prudently acted otherwise than as
he did, and very fortunately it was afterwards proved that the fears of the
Amoy Chamber had been premature,  (Appendix B, page 10.)

Treaty between China and Japan.

The uncertainty existing last May as to the ratifieation of the above
treaty being the eause of consilerable anxicty and threatening to bring about
a serious interraption to trade, your Committee addressed the Governor,
suggesting that he should telegraph to Peking for definite information on the
subjeet, which snggestion His Excelleney promptly acted upon, eliciting the
reply that the ratifications were exchanged at Chefoo on the 8th May ;mthus
happily terminating a period of business suspense. (Appendix C, page 12.

New Treaty between Great Britain and Japan.

In the annexed correspondence the new treaty between Great Britain
and Japan has been again dealt with, more particularly as regards its probable
effects upon the sugar industries of Hongkong by the imposition of duties
which, while eminently calculated to foster sugar refining in Japan, must
aet adversely on that branch of the trade of this Colony. The Chaml:er can
now only express its regret that it was not consulted, and had not an oppor=
tunity of expressing its opinions on the provisions of this treaty—which may
be expected to deal a severe blow to such an importaut bmncl; of the trade
of the Colony—-hefore they were finally settled,  (Appendix D, page 13.)

An Ordinance to provide for the Registration
of Trade Marks.

Messrs. Ging, LiviNestox & Co. ealled attention to the above Ordinance
= y

pointing out an omission which they considered entailed a hardship on those

wishing to avail themselves of the protection which the Ordinance was enacted

to afford, stating that without in any way making the application publie.
G 3

% 4 i . '
any person c]mmmg the ]‘lght to the exclusive use of any trade mark
o ¥

either solely or jointly with others, may apply to the Governor for leave to

register the same in the Register of Trade Marks.” They urged that the
fact of such application having been made is notified in the Government
Gazette only after the registration of the Mark has already heen granted

_ y heen gr s
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with the result that should it prove an infringement the owner can only ge
the registration cancelled after, probably, very considerable delay and expense
and it was considered a clause might advantageously be introduced into the
Ordinance making it compulsory that all applications for registration should
be made public at the date of application, and continue to be made public at
intervals, by notification in the Government Gazetle, ot otherwise, for a
period of not less than three months until the date of registration, so as to
admit of communieating with and receiving o reply from Europe.

The question was referred to and reccived the approval of the Govern-
ment. (Appendix E, page 16.)

Quarantine Regulations.

The various restrictions which it had been considered neeessary to enact
at different points against this Colony had all been withdrawn, but the
unfortunate re-nppearance this Spring of the bubonic plague has given rise
to a renewal of the restrictions in the Straits Scttlements, Japan, and other
places. The re-appearance of this disease is causing sovere loss to the general
trade of the Colony. (Appendix I, page 21.)

Opening of the West River.

This question, which has long occupied the attention of the Chamber,
bas continued to reccive earnest consideration. It is satisfactory to the
Committee to feel agsured that the question has had eareful treatment at the
hands of Her Majesty’s Ministers, and that there are now reasonable grounds
for supposing the concession so persistently urged upon the Chinese Govern-
ment i¢ within reasonable distance of being granted. The Chamber is
indebted to Mr, WiLLiax Keswick for his valuable assistance in keeping
this matter before the Home Government. (Appendix G, page 25.)

Proposed Reconstruction of the Gap Rock Lighthouse.

Further correspondence has taken placé with regard to the proposed
reconstruction of the Gap Rock Lighthouse, and the Committee have repeated
the suggestion that before entering upon operations involving so large an
outlay it would be well to obtain the opinion of an official of the Chinese
Imperial Maritime Customs on the subject. Though Sir Ropert HART was
unalle to spare the services of such an officer at the time the request was
made to him, it is possible that the then existing difficulties may have

disappeared, (Appendix H, page 35.)

(20)

Proposed enforced use of Official Telegraph
Code Vocabulary.

The Committee have continued agitating in this matter, and besides other
action taken, u joint letter, signed by this, the Canton, Shanghai, ITankow,
Foochow. Iiogo, Yokohama, Amoy and Tieursin Chambers was addressed to
the International Telegraph Bureau, Berne, further protesting, and recapitu-
lating the argnments already advanced against the proposed enforced use of
the Code.  This joint letter was declined by the Durcau at Berne, having
no authority to take cognizance of any representations excepting such us
proceed from one ol the countries of the Union, but was passed on to the
British Post Office Authoritics, who were good enough to take charge of
same, promising that it should receive the same attentive consideration as
the other memorials on the same subject forwarded to them by other Chambers.
The question will come on for the decision of the Telegraph Convention

fixed to meet at Buda-Pesth dnrihg the current year. (Appendix I, page 38.)

Sunday Cargo-Working Ordinance and the exemption of
certain Mail Steamers therefrom.

In reply to inquiries initiated by the Chamber as to the excmption of
cerfain mail steamers from the provisions of the Ordinance, the Secretary
of State wrote in reply to His Excelleney the Governor that these coneessions
had been granted under the regulations of 31st Octoher, 1893, which huul
been adopted after full eonsideration, and that there did not seem to exist any
snfficient reason why these should be departed from ; adding that the mail
contracts with the Messageries Maritimes Company and North German
L!nyd's steamers will expire in Juoly, 1903, and July, 1900, respectively,
beyond which dates the present arrangements will not eviend.  (Appendix

o, page 46.)

Transit Passes and Obstruction to the Sale of
Goods at Wuchow-fu.

The question of the obstruction of trade under Transic Passes by tne
Chinese Anthorities in Southern China, whieh has so often heen hefore the
Chamber, was this year invested with a fresh interest through iie direet aud
undisgnised action of the mandarins in interfering with the legitimate sale of
zoods, the property of Mr. Joux Axprew, a British subject, and which

were forwarded from Canton to Wuchow under Transit Passes, regularly
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obtained, and in complete accordance with treaty rights.
are fully deseribed in the annexed corres-

The circumstanees

attending this obstruction to trade
and the action of the local authorities at Wuchow secems to afford
nroof of their ntter disregard of transit passes which has been

positive p : ks
heretofore always so difficult to substantinte. The re_preseumtxous of the

Chamber on the subject to H. B. M. Secretary of State, H. B. M. Minister,
anton have elicited promises of

poendence,

Peking, and the Consular Authorities at C

carcful consideration.  (Appendix K, page 47.)

An Ordinance to protect in certain cases rights of
property in Telegraph Megsages.

i avour ain protecti ‘er certain
Deeming it expedient to endeavour to obtain protection over cert:
in telegraph messages the Government was approached
o

rights of property :
favourably entertained, and an Ordinance,

The proposal wis

on the subjeet. - .
n the South African Colonies, introduced

on lines similar to one in foree i
islative C il. This Ordinanc ing i rdinary eourse
into the Legislative Council.  This Ordinance, being in the ordinary

i o otection axked for.
embodicd in the luws of the Colony, has afforded the protection as

5

(Appendix L, page 61.)
Camphor Contract.
Some difficnlties having arisen between the buyers and sellers of camphor

in reoard to the weights delivered, the contract form to be found in the
™

Appendix was cubmitted to and approved of by the Committee, (A.I_!I!Blidlx.

M, page 63.)
Preferential Duties granted on Junk-carried Cargo.

i i s agii ie ention of the
This mueh vexed question has again occupied the attention of

(Appendix N,

Chamber, but without mueh progress having becn achieved.

mae 6G0.)
e Navy League.
This institution being somewhat outside the ephere of action of a
cosmopolitan body like the Chamber, the correspondence relating thereto,

o 5 + 3
with which the Chamber had been favoured, was handed over to the

Hongkong Branch of the Chiua Association. (Appendix O, page G5.)

Coinage of a British Dollar and action taken against
¢« Chopping” of same.

' i “hi Straits Exchange has ruled
With referenee to this matter. China and Straits LExchange h:

during the vear under the laying down cost of silver, therefore it haz not heen

(31)

profitable for the Banks to buy Bars in the Loudon market and have them
converted into DBritish Dollars at the Mint in Bombay. Under these
cireums=tances only about fifty lakhs have been coined during the vear, and
most of these are in eirculation.

There is no doubt that when the Ilong‘kong awd the Steaits Exchanzes
permit of the import of eoin, British Dollars will be freely minted,  (Appendix
P, page 68.)

Inadequate Wharf Accommodation.

The congested state of the steam-launch and sampan trathic in the
vieinity of Pedder’s Wharf owing to the reclamation works now being carried
on led to representations to the Government on the subject early last vear,
and this has been relieved in eonsequence by the provision of temporary
landing places opposite Wardley Street and near the new Markets,  (Appendix
Q, page T3.)

The Chamber’s Representatives at the 8rd Congress of-
Chambers of Commerce, 1896.

T July Tast Mr. W Weswiek was invited amd accepted the nomination
to represent this Chamber at the fortheoming third Congress of the Chambers
of Commerce of the Empire to be hell in London.  Subsequent suggestions
being made from the Congress Committee for the appointment of additional
delegates, Messrs. B, Mackixrosn and A. G. Woop were asked to accept

nomination, and agreed to do so.  (Appendix R, page 76.)

Postal Arrangements in view of New Contracts.

The General Post Office, London, in view of the existiug contract [or
the Mail Service expiring in January, 1898, seught the opinion of the Chamber
as 10 the possibility of shortening the stoppages here on the outward and
homeward voyages and the expedieney of substituting Hongkong for Shanghai
as the terminal point. These imporfant questions having been referred to
the members by circular, the very general opinion clicited was that the
stoppage homewards might be shortened td twenty-four hours, but that no
change should be made in the terminns, which decision was duly commuanieated

to the Government. (Appendix 8, page 80.)




Alteration in Hour of Daparture Homeward
of French Mail.

Larly this vear, ou short notice, the Moessageries Maritimes Cowpany
altered the hour of departure of the homeward Mail steamers from noon on
Wednesday to 10 A, The Chamber, in respouse to a request for their
opinion from (Grovernment, represented the great inconvenience this would
canse the community.  The Company’s Agent hiaving represented the matter,
the directors have, upon re-consideration, reverted to the former honr of

v - Ty 5 3 e
departure, and has - thus conferred a great boon on the Colony.  (Appendix
T, page 84.)

Chinkiang Chamber of Commerce.

] i o
A Chamber of Commeree having been formed this year at Chinkiang,
this Chamber forwarded its congratulations and expressed its readiness to

. L
; RS T 2 o g g e :
co-operafe inmatters atfeeting their mutual interesis. (Appeudt:\ U, page 87.)

Telegraph Rates.

The question of the cost of telegrams between this Colony, Indin and
Taurope has heen the subicet of some eorrespondence, and your (,‘-ommit.te.c
intimated to the London Chamber their readiness ;ttj co-operate in auy action
it could suggest to secure a reduction in the rates. They were Illlazbﬁe,
however, to adopt the proposal of thie London Chamber to approach the
Government with a view to their giving a guarantee to the Telegraph
Companics to make good any loss of revenne that might result fram a
reduetion of the present tarifl.  Notwithstanding the reduction of 30 cents a
word made by the Telegraph Companies in Decemher last in _thc cost of
telegraphing to Europe and America, divees representation has been made
to the Joint Telegraph Companies, more particularly in connection with the
rates charged between this port and Japan and the Straits Settlemeuts, to
whieh a reply hus been reeeived intimating that consilerable reductions will
be mude on eertain local traflie south of Hongkong, aml that later the same

principle may be extended in other direetions. (Appendix V, page 8%.)

The Coolie Strike in Hongkong.

Tu connection with the Coolie Strike, which enused so much loss and
inconvenience carly last vear, two public mestings were Leld under the
anspices of the Chamber, on the 28th Mareh and 1st April respeetively, at

T e
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which the question was fully discussed, and it was resolved to support the
Government in repressing the strike.  Correspondence between the Govern-
ment and H. B. M.'s Consnl at Amoy elicited the statement that an ample
supply of labour can at any time be obtainel from that port on condition
that the coolies ean be guaranteed permancnt emplovment and protection

against mal-treatment by the Cantonese coolies.  (Appendix W, page 94.)

Admiral Makaroff’s device for Minimising the
\ effects of Collisions at Sea.

Those interested in shipping were on the 23wd Jannary afforded an
opportunity by the Committee of hearing an interesting addrvess Ly Admiral
Maxarorr, of I I. R. M.s Navy. explanatory of his proposed method of
minimising the effcets of collisions ar sen. Somé instructive discussion
followed the address.

The New British Minister to China.

His Exceecteney Siv Cravne Macoovarn, K.CM.G., the new British
Miuister to China, while passing througli the Colony on his way to Peking,
having courteously comsented to meet the Committee, an interview took
place in the Chamber of Commerce Room on the 4th April, when Ilis
Excellency, in reply to an address from the Chairman dealivg with the
questions of the opening of the West River, the offiei | obstruetion in South
China to trade wnder Transit Paxs, and the proposed extension of the
houndaries of thix Colony, and, in respouse to certain Members of the
Committee, gave some welecome azsurances in reference to the progress of

negotiations on these subjects.  (Appendix X, page 118.)
The proposed Reconstruction of the Sanitary Board.

The Government last month inquired whether the opinion of the Chamber

on the subject of the Sanitary Board remains the same as expressed in the

letters of the Chairman dated 19th October and "12th November, 1894, and

by the Member then representing the Chamber in the Couneil @ also whether

Mr. Winreneap bad received auy maudate from the British Members of the

1. 5 . .
Chamber to oppose the views expressed by the Retrenchment Commitice

and by Messrs. Keswick and McCoxacti,

The Committee replied that they understood that His Execellency the

Governor desires an expression of opinion on the question of the re-constitu-

tion of the Sanitary Board only and not on all the various points raised by
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SWICK's letter of the 19th October, 1894, and that as no ex

of opinion by the Committes on that guestion conld bz final it would he
necessary, if Ilis Exccllency wishes it, to obtain the opinions of all the
Members of the Chamber. The Committee added that there was no record
of any precedent in respect of the Chamber or any section of its Members
ever having issued a wmandate to any one of the gentlemen who have
previously represcuted the Chamber in the Legislative Couneil.

Mr. Warreneap addressed a lester to the Committee on the subject,

which, with the other correspondence, will be found in Appendix Y, page 124,
Light Dues.
ased light dues continue to be levied. 'This matter has lately

had the consideration of the present Committee, and it is hoped the new

Committee will press this question on the attention of the Government.

The Chamber's Representative in the
Legislative Council.

The Hou. T. H. Warrenean, on his return to the Colony in August,

resumed his seat in the Legislative Council ax representative of the Chamber.

Committee.

Mr. DovGras Joxes retived in July on his departure for Shanghai, and
Mr. N. J. Epi was asked to join the Committee. Mr. R, M. Gray having
tendered his resignation on leaving the Colony, Mr. HERBERT SuiTin has

been invited to fill the vacaney.

Members.

During the past year Messrs. Eb. ScuerLnsss & Co. resigned member-
sﬁip,'ﬂud_ the Chamber has to regret the loss of one member by death,
'M.t'._‘ L. MexpeL. The following names have been added to the list of
members i—~Messrs. REuTER, BrockeiMasy & Co., the Hongkong &
Whampaa Dock Ld., Mr. W. Wiirey, Agent of the Sperry Flour Co.
of San Francisco, the Canton Tusurance Office, Ld., the China Traders’

Insurance Co., Ld., the Hongkong Fire Insurance Co., Id., the China Fire

Iusurance Co., Ld., the Hongkong & Kowloon Wharf & Godown Co., Ld,,

and Mr. II, WickiNG.
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Secretary.

Mr. F. lIENpERsoN having resigned, Mr. R, Ciratrerroxy WiLcox was
“appointed Seeretary to the Chamber in January, 1896,

Finance.

The Accounts for the year ending 31st December were audited by
Messrs. GeErsmoyM StTEwart and J. Y. V. Verxox. The balance at the
credit of the Chamber amounted to $2,509.13, and a special Fixed Deposit,
representing the “ Pinnacle Roek Fund,” of $3,037.22, both amounts being

in the hands of the Hongkong & Shanghai Banking Corporation.




APPHENDIX,




Fog Signalling at Gap Rock.
No. 050. CoroNiat. SECRETARY'S OFFICE,
Hoxckoxe, 2nd May, 1895.
Sir,—With reference to the finding of the Marine Court in the matter

of the gronnding of the 8.8, Polyphemus ou Jubilee Island on the 8th nltime,

which was pnbiishud in the Government Gazette of the 27th ultimo, I am

directed to transmit for the information of the Chamber of Commeree the
enclosed copy of o report by the Harbour Master velstive to the firing of the
fog sienal at (Gap Rock.—-1 have, &e.,

J. H. STEWART LOCKHART, Coloninl Secretary.
The Secretary, CiaMBER 0or COMMERCE.

HarBour DEPARTMENT,
Hoxakoxeg, 30th April, 1895,
Sir,—In furtherance of my intention expressed to you when forwarding
the Finding of the Marine Court on the stranding of the Polyphemus
on Jubilee Island, I vesterday visited the Gap Rock and afterwards proceeded

in the Fame to a position south of the Rock approximate to that ascribed

“to the Polyphemus on the morning of the cusualty.

From this position, I stenmed slowly towards Jubilee Island on a conrse
nearly approaching that which took the Polyphemus on shore.

The fog signal on the Rock was by my orders kept going every 5
minutes, and observations were made by me as to the distance from the Rock
at which these were heard, the result being as follows :—

2394 vards distant inaudible
2059, o slightly nudible
1662 ,,  audible

1628 4 do.

1843 . do.

9587 i ,  inaudible

3 The weather at the time was fine and elear with a light 8.E wind.

=

The conelusion I come to is, that, or the windward side of the Rock,

~ one sea mile i8 the extreme distanee at which the fog signal should bhe
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expected to Le heard, and even then it should be looked for with exireme
caution. I would deprecate its being considered as anything more than a
warning of approach towards the Rock itself, and would recommend its not
being used for the purpose of navigating pust the Rock on either side,

Further, after due enquiry, I see no reason for donbting that the fog
signal was being properly worked on the morning of the 8th instant, or that
the intervals were properly timed, The chief lightkeeper was attending to
this duty himself, The remaining stock of gun cotton charges and deronators
is eorreet, and, with a cloek within a yard of him when firing the charge,
I sce no good reason to rely on the time taken on board the Polyphemus in
preference to that taken in the Light Room. The ITonourable Director of
Public Works accompanied me on this oecasion and kindly gave me his
assistance in making the observations,—I have, &e.,

R. M. RUMSEY, Harbour Master, ¢,
The Honourable J, H. StEwarT LoCKHART,
Colonial Secretary,

Hoxaroxa, 4th May, 18935,
SR, —With reference to the recent finding of the Naval Court of Enquiry

. into the aceident to the 8.8, Polyphemus near the Gap Roek when the fog

signals a_pPearml to have been insufficient, we heg to enclose copies of cor-
respendence, as noted below,  From that correspondence, it seems to ns that
the Gap Rock Lighthouse is inefficient in its fog signalling equipment, and
that a sigual that is only slightly audible at a distance of 2,059 yards, and is
andible af 1,662 yards—under a mile and under favourable weather circum-
stances—is uscless in the pesition it ocenpies, and we beg to snggest that
the Ilengkong Chamber of Commeree will impress upon the Government
the stroug necessity that exists for equipping the Gap Rock Lighthouse
with the most perfect signalling apparatus.—We are, &e.,
‘BUTTERFIELD & SWIRE, dgents. 0. 8. 8. (0., Ld.

F. Hexpersox, Lsq., -

Seeretary, Hoxcroxe (CHAMBER or CoMMERCE.

FEnclosures:—

() Letter from B. & 5. to the Coloninl Secretary 22.4.95,
(&)  Letter from the Colonial Secretary to B. & 5. 2.5.945.
(¢y Letter enclosing Harhbour Master’s Report dated 30.4.95.

HoxgroNG, 22ml April, 18945,

S, —-We heg to diveet the atteution of the Governmont to (he finding
of the Court of Enquiry in the recent investigation of the grounding of the
s.8. Lolyphemus wherein it is state T-—*that if the Gap Roek foz signal had
been heard the casualty woald probably not have oeenrved.”

It is further found that the vessel passcl at a distancs of not more than
one and a hall miles from the Gap Rock.

‘The telegraphic foz report, mude to the Harbour Master from the Gap
Rock, adduces the statemsnt that the fiving of the fox signal bezan at 4.20
AL and was continued till 11 a.ar.

The evidence of Capt. Counn, which was eorrobo-atsl by savaral
r it was
heard at intervals of 13 minutes fusteal of 10 minates, which Capt. Cuvsn

witnesses, is that the ficst signal was heard at 5.0 4.0c apd thareales

timed. 1t would appear from this, unless the instructions ¢ the Lizhthonse
Leepers are indefiuire as to the interval batween the signals, that the signals
were not sufficiently frequent, and also tenls to throw doubt upon the
correctness of the telegraphic fog report which the Court only assumad to
be correct ; for the Polyphemns must have been within u radius of one half
mile of the Gap Rock for a considerable timz before the accident happened
and thongh thqm are a variety of opinions upon the awlibility of [oz signals,
it scoms difficult to believe that in this instance they should not have been
heard if they were made.

We suggest that a scarching enquiry be instituted into the methols of
signalling adopted at the Gap Rock, bearing more particularly on the present
aceident.—We have, &e.,

BUTTERFIELD & SWIRE.
Honourable J. II. StEwArr Lockmart.

CoroxiaL SECRETARY's OFrice,
¢
No, 949. Hoxerona, 2ud May, 1893,
GENTLEMEN,—With reference to my letter No. 864 of the 25th ultimo,

T am divected to transmit for your information the enclosed copy of a report *
by the Harbour Master relative to the fiving of the fog signal at Gap
Rock.—I have, &e.,

! J. I STEWART LOCKHART, Colopial Sceretary,
Messrs. BUTTERFIELD & Swine.

* Printed on page 7.
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loxerox: GBENERAL CuaMBER or COMMERCE,

IToNGroNG, 20th May, 1895,
Sin,—As a subject in which many of the Members are interested,
Messrs. BuTTereiELD & SWIRE brought to the notice of the Chamber the
matter of Fog Signalling at the Gap Rock, and in connection therewith have
laid bofore the Committee copies of the correspondence which passed between
the Government and themselves on the subject, and also Commander

Ruysky’s report of experiments made by him to test the efficiency of the
fog signalling apparatus. ;

The contention of the above named firm is that as the fog signal,
according to Commander ROMSEY'S own shewing, is only slightly andible at
2059 yarls, and audible at 1612 vards——less than a mile, and under favour-
able weather cirenmstances—-it is practically of little use as a warning to

vessels of their approach to the Rock in thick or fomry weather. It is also

contended that the interval between one sounding of the signal and the next

is of too long a duration.
eaquiry into the accident which recently ha ppened to the steamer Polyphemns

in the neighbourhood of the Gap Rocks. Commaunder Russey was inelined
to doubt the aceuracy of the evidence tendered by the people on board the
ength of time that clapses betwesn the signals, but that is
ad if found on investigation that it is unduly long

This question was raised in eonneetion with the

steamer as to the |
a point of easy solution, a
the Government will, no doubt, ses fit to apply & remedy.

The more important question of the distanee at which the fog signal

ean be heard scems well worth the consideration of the Grovernment, and the
Committee venture to suggest ghat it the radius of distinet sound is limited
to something less than a mile, under favourable weather circumstances, the

lichthouse shonld be furnishel with a fog signalling apparatus of much
greater compass,

As His Excclleuey the Governor has on sev eral oceasions been good
enough to refer to the Committee questions conneeted with the working of
the Gap Rock Light they hop2 the suggestions now made, in the inferests

of shipping, may receive his favourable consideration.—I have, &e.,

I'. HIENDERSON, Sceretary.

The Honouralile J. 1T, S1Ewart Lockuart, Colonial Sceretary.

e — -

No. 1146, CoroNiar SecrErARY'S OFrice,

‘ ; Hoxcrove, 27th May, 1895.

S1r,—With reference to your letter of the 20th instant, T am directed to
transmit for the information of the Chamber of Commerce the enclosed copy
of a report by the Harbour Master relative the Fog Signal at the Gap Rock.
: His Excellency would be glad to receive any observations that the
Chamber may have to offer in regard to the proposal contained in the final
paragraph of the above report.—I have, &e,, .
k J. II. STEWART LOCKHART, Colonial Secretary.
The Sceretary, CHAMBER 0oF COMMERCE. :

( Report by the Harbour Master to the Hon. Colonial Secrctary.)

Hon. CoroxtaL SecreTArY,—I do not agrec that the Gap Rock fog
- Coe . v e 5 X

signal is “ practically of little use as a warning to vessels of their approach
to the Rock in thick or foggy weather.”

A signalling appuratus of “much greater compass” might in the geo
graphical position of the Gap Rock prove more d:tng&réus than useful
bearing in mind the im ’

)OSS - v, '] td 3 3 :
g possibility of correctly estimating distance by sound
alone. ‘

If any alterati 3 ; i

o ¥ alteration be made I would suggest that it be in the direction of
assimi ; E sl ing

55 : ating our method of signalling to that of the China Coast stations

where the signal is made in answer to vessels whose signals are first heard

at the station,

R. M. RUMSEY,

HoxcroNe GENERAL CHAMBER OF COMMERCE,
IoxgroxG, 26th June, 1895,
Sii,—Begging reference to your esteemed communieation of 27th May
ll?lmling copy of a further veport from Commander Ruxsry on fog sigamllin3
at the Gap Rock, and stating that His Excelléncy wounld be é‘la(l to receiv‘z

any observations the Chamber may have to offer on that gentleman’s
stggestion— %

13 e . . * - :
OF assimilating our mode of signalling to that of the China Coast
il d AL : .
stations where the signal is made in answer to vessel whose
sigunals are first heard at the statiop,”




T am directed 1o siate that, from inguirics made it docs not appear to the
Committee that the above suggestion could be advantageously carried out at
the Gap Roek, the position of which seems to render neeossary, il to be
effective, a different system of signalling to that adopred at the China Coast
stations, where signals ave made for the bouefit of passing steawmers steering
an ontside course to assure them of their position, rather than, to warn them
of their proximity to dauger.

At these stations it is the eustom of the lighthouse kecpers when they
hear a fog signal from a passing steamer (which as a rule ean be heard
several miles off) to respond by firing o gun which sufficiently indicates to
those on board the position of their vessel,

The position of the Gap Rock, though a considerable distance off, is at
the southern entrances to Hongkong being the first land made, and signals
arc necessary to vessels approaching, in thick or foggy weather, to serve as
a warning that they are in the ncighbourhood of danger, and not as is
suggested by Commander RUMSEY to enable them to steer & course by fog
signals.

From the information the Committee has been able to gather, it would
appear the method of signalling at the Gap Rock likely to prove most useful
to vessels approaching Hongkong would be signals repeated at very short
intervals made by an instrument eapable of distributing sound over a wide
radius.

When addressing you on 20th May last the Committce ventured to
suggest that the signalling apparatus now in usc at the Gap Rock, which
had been shown to be only slightly audible, under favourable weather
circumstances, at a distance of 2,509 yards, should be replaced by one of
much greater compass, and now beg to repeat that suggestion with the
further recommendation that the apparatus put in substitution should be one
capable of being heard, in all direction, at a distance of not less than three miles.

I am directed by the Committec to ask you to be good enough to convey
to His Excellency their thanks for his courtesy in giving them the opportunity
of expressing an opinion on 2 subject importaut to the shipping interests of
the Colony.—I have, &ec.,

1", HENDERSON, Secrelury.
Honourable J, H. STEwARt LOOKHART,
Colonial Secretary.
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CoLoN1AL SEcRETARY's Orfice,
; ; o Ho~croxa, 10th July, 1895,
Si1r,—With reference to Your letter of the 26th ultimo, relative to the
jz.)_q signal «t the Gap Rock, 1 am directed to transmit for the information

l ] rﬂ. 1454,

.

e :
of the Chamber of Commerce the enclosed copy of o memorandum on the
subject by the Acting Harhour Master and to enquire whether the recom
+E o e i+ . . - ; i E
] mendations therein made will meet its wishes,.—1 have, &eo
. y &ey,

J. H. STEWART LOCKHART, Colonial Secretary.
The Secretary, CHAMBER or COMMERCE,

e ey

MEMO.

Originally it was intended that a syren capable of heing turned in any
direction should bo nsed at the Gap Rock. The Elder Brethren ndviqe(;
h.o'wever, that detonators should e nsed in preference, when fixed as 1;01\:
above the light the sound would be heard ull round, ‘

The suggestion of the Committee that the fog signal should continue to
.[fe made at regular intervals, is a good one, the Gap Rock heing the land
first made for by vessels from the Southward.

That on the one oceasion when the Iarbour Master made experimeuts
a8 to the audibility of the fog signal the limit appeared to be 2,059 yards h;
no means demonstrates that that is the maximun range, experiments ;Vi(;l

I ; .
1s objeet In view varying in the most inexplieable manuver under apparently

the same conditions of weather.

As the Committee recommend that the foe signal should be audible at
least three miles, a twelve- pounder shonld be substituted (preferably Drass)
to be fired ‘at the same interval as the bomlw, viz,, every
fogev weathoer,

ten minutes in

. GO HASTINGS, deting Harbonr Master, Se.
Hoxacrong, Tih July, 18935,

HoxckoNG GENERAL CuAMEER oF CoMMERCE,
3 Hoxckone, 15th July, 1893,

-r Sik,— In acknowledging the reeeipt of your esteemed communication of
10th instant T am direeted to again thank vou for a further reference to the
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sigualling at the Gap Rock and affording the Committee the

mode of fog ‘ : : g
expressing an opinion as to the desicability of substituting the
; sing

uppovtunity of : l
firine of a 12-pounder gun for the present system of exploding hombs.
i .

iri it w -ar i inion of vuutieal
Trom enquiries made it would appear that, in the opini i

: ¥ s overy ble, and it is eonsidered
men, the suggested change wonld be very aceeptable, a1 ‘

Ferably brass) intervals of not less than
that a 12-pounder guu (preferably brass) fired at intervals

10 minutes would be likely to prov :
in thiek weather from the South—while

o o most efficient mode of wurning vessels

approaching Hongkong Iarhour
still at o considerable distance—of their heing in the neighbourhood of the
Gap Rock.

It has been suggested it would be well thar early and widespread notice

be given of the date at which the contemplated change, if adopted, will
take effect.—I have, &e.,

F. HENDERSON, Secretary.

Honourable J. H. STEWART LOCKHART,
Colonial Secretary.

B

Reported threatened position of Foreign
Residents in Formosa.

Asoy GrENERAL Cuayper or COMMERCE,
Axoy, 29th Juue, 18935.
ving received news that the British Admiral intended
g rec
and had ordered the return of the

Dear Sig,—Ha

to withdraw protection from Taiwanfoo

: o gy, *
marines landed at Auping to the war vessals now lying off Taiwantoo, an

i is C was enlled to protest against sueh action a8
urgent meeting of this Chamber was enlled to p o

. i ies sidents there. It was agreed
being of great danger to life and properties of residen I

to send vou a telegram as follows:—*Dritish Admiral proposes withdraw
: 1 aram as

i i : row acli mtails utmost danger life
“ protection from Taiwanfoo to-morrow action cntal ang

joi itish Minister protesting
“property beg you join us telegraph at once British M P z

¢ we already done s0.”

[11]
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The Chamber has, sinee the despateh of above telegram, received private
advice from Consul GARDNER of this port that the British Miunister hias
informed the Admiral that the men landed at Anping must remain on shore.
—I am, &e.;

FRANCIS CASS, VFice-Chairman.

To the Chairman of the 1ToxckonG C1AMBER 0F COMMERCE,

Hoxcroxa,

0 Hoxaroxe GeEseEran Crayner or CoMMERCE,
lloxaroxa, 2nd July, 18945,

Sir,—O0n the 29th instant a very urgently worded telogram was roceived
from the Amoy Chamber of Commeree stating that Admiral Burner proposod
withdrawing protection from Taiwanfoo, pointing out the great danger such
action would entail on life and property, and asking this Chamber's eo-operation
in support of a telegram sent direct to your Exeellency.

The circumstances séemed to be sufficiently alarming to fully justify the
Amoy Chamber’s extreme anxiety, and assuming that the message forwarded
direct to your “xcellency was of a similar nature to the one received here,
this Chamber at once despatched to you the following telegram :—

“This Chamber strongly supports Amoy Chamber’s telegram
“ objecting withdrawal naval protection Tatwanfoo.”

The information so far to hand does not quite define the exact position
of affairs in Formosa, but it appears the Japanese had intimated their inten-
tion of making au immediate attack in that vicinity, which doubtless explains the
proposed action of Admiral BurLier of withdrawing the forces landed. The
position may not have left any other course open to him, and the German
Admiral is reported to have adopted a similar course.

Your Excellency will understand that the Chamber felt compelled to

act promptly in thiz matter on information which emphasized the fact that

foreign lives and interests were serinuély imperilled,

I'. HENDERSON, Secrefary,

His Excelleney Sir Nicnoras 0'Coxor, K.C.B.,C.M.G.,

der Dirvitannic Majesty’s Envoy Extraordinary and Minister
Plenipotentiary in China, Peking,

e

T

-
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Pexrixa, 22nd July, 1895.
Sir,—1 beg to acknowledge the receipt of the letter of the 2nd instant,
addressed to me by the Hongkong General Chamber of Commerce, respecting
the withdrawal of the marine guard from Anpivg.— I am, &e., -
N. R. OCONOR.
F. Hexprrsox, Esq.,
Hoxakoxe GENErarl, CraMper o COMMERCE,

C :
Treaty between China and Japan.

[Toxeroxa (GExEraL Conampeer oF COMMERCE,
Hoxcroxe, 16th May, 1895,

S1z,—It has Leen brought to the notice of the Chamber that the absence
of positive information ax to whether the Treaty between China and Japan
has, or has not, yet been ratified ix eansing considerable anxiety in the minds
of those engaged in business with the two countries, aud that the presont
state of uncertainty threatens to hring about a somewhat serions interruption
to trade. ;

The Committee of the Chamber have been asked to place this matter
before you and to suggest that if the Governmont has not yet reccived any
official intimation of the ratification of the Treaty, His Iixcellency the
Governor may be pleased to telegraph cither to Iler Majesty’s Minister af
Peking, or direet to Her Majesty’s Chief Sceretary of State for the Colonies
for the desired information.

As the guestion is one of considerable importance to the Colony the
Committee trust Iis Exeellency may see fit to accede to the above suggestion,
and remove, if possible, the existing uncertainty as to whether or not the
negotiations reccutly entered into between China and Japan have been
completed, —TI have, &e.,

. IENDERSON, Secretary.
To the Honourable J. T1. StEwarr LockHAarT,

Colonial Secretary.

Telegran.

(From H.B.M.’s Minister at Peking to H.E. the Governor, Hongkong.)
“Exchange of ratifications took place at Chefoo on 8th May.
# 16th May, 1895.”

D
The New Treaty between England and Japan.

loxorone GexeEraL CoaMper or CoMMERCE,
HoxgroNG, Tth June, 1893,

P Siey—I anr diveeted by the Committee of this Chamber to acknowledse
the receipt of your duspat'ch No. 45, datel 11ch March, in which you ellclosétl
the following copies of despatehes :—

Foreign Office to Colonial Office dated London 28th June, 1894,
Colonial Office to Foreign Oftice dated Lowlon 29th June, 1894,
Colonial Otice to Foreign Office dated London 15th Jany., 18945,
Forcign Office to Colonial Office dated London  4th Teby., 1895,

This correspondence deals with the imposition of dutics upon refined
sugar under the new commereial treaty with Japan signed in Loudon on the
:_l(jth July, 1893, which svas brought to your notice by the Chamber on the
4th December last when the Committee forwarded to you a letter, addressed
to them by Messrs, Jarving, Mataesox & Co., in which the incidence of
thicse duties was exhaustively dealt with,

Ir is stated in the above correspondence that the dupanese Government
considered the levy of duties upon sugar a fundamental part of their pro-
posals, and, at the initizl stage of negutiations, desived they should retain a
[ree hand in respeet of sugar.

This solicitude on the part of the Japanese Government may have sug-

sested to the Foreign Office that that Government had in view proposals

caleulated to prove inimical to local sugav industries, but if any such suspicions

were awakened these were unfortunately not communicated to the Hongkong

Sovernment while the treaty was under consideration,
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In the course ol correspoudence Lord Rirox pointed out that the condi-
tions asked for by the Japanese were agreed to after consgultation with Mr.
Keswick. a partuer in the firin of Messrs, Jarpiseg, Marnesox & Co. Itis
not known how fur Mr. Keswick expressed his approval of the terms pro-
posed, but although he may have expressed his opinion as to the fairness
of a 10 per eent. duty, he could not be expected to have a full knowledze
of such facet before Lim, as that rw suzar would be left free, and the ve-
fined duty levied ou an extreme basis of value in Japan.

Tt is therefore very much to be regretted that the question was not
submitteld to His Iixeelleney the Governor for his consideration, as he could,
liad Le so desired, have availed himself of the collsutive opinions of the repre-
sentativos of the sngar industries of Iougkong, who, with a complete know-
ledge of the position, woull no doubt have been able to suggest measures for
safeguarding an industry, which, though the result of private enterprise, is a
very importaut factor in the advancement of the Colony.

The opinions held by the ITome Government are in opposition to the
views expressed by this Chamber, which arise mainly from the elimination
of the low price of silver in the arguments they prefer.

The Foreign Office vall it a separate question.  In a sense it is g hut it is

also an integral part of the subject under discussion @ and it is not only

impossiblo to separate it, but to attempt to do so deduces an utterly crroncons
conchision,

The price ol refined sugar in Japan and silver was abnovmally high for
the six monthly period seleeted for turning the ad calorem duties into a
specific tax, and arose from the serious decline in the value of silver during
that period.  The gold value of sugars veferred to in the statcment enclosed
by the Forcign Office, shewing the English prices, only tells part of the tale.

That decument notes the fall in the value of sugar, in “ Gold,” but it
omits all mention of the corresponding silver value of the article. It must
not be lost sight of that the question nnder dizcussion refers to a ecountry
whose sole standard of eurreney is silver, not gold, and that to attempt to
compare a gold price with a silver, when the latter metal has seriously
altered its relative value to the other, without taking into account that change,
is to institute o false comparison, Fouv this canse also the statement that the
proposed Japanese duty upon refined sugars is particularly light compared

with that lovied in other countries is open Lo question,

o hund of £1. 12, 9 per ton, which is sufficiont to stop foreign imports

[15]
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Alter deprecating the introduction of the *silver™ cost of the © gold ™
alue of sugar in the preceding paragraph, it is singular that the Foreign
Office has no hesitation in using the “gold™ cost of the tariff levy to ilh;s-
trate how small the duty is in “gold.” "

Bue the question can only be viewed from the silver standpoint.  The
duby is not payable in gold. It ix a ten per cent. duty upon a silver cost,
which really heeomes even more than ten per cent. owing to the selection of
an inflated, instead of o normal, period. /

The consumers in these silver using countiies do not find their eurrency
appreciated, as gold is in ISurope.

The purchasing power of the yen is limited and is measured by its
silver value in paying for commodities expressed in gohl.

The ten per cent. duty upon refined sugar is therefore refatively, in
silver, a greater imposition than it appears if measured in gold, particulurly in
a poor country where the remuncration for Tabour, which is paid for in silver,
has inereased little if at all.

But this Chamber did not divect atfention to the point whether the
duty was light or heavy. It wished to intimate that this duty, taken at 90
cents per picul, or £1. 12.9, per ton, would be a direet bounty of that sum to
the Japanesc refiner, if the Government levied no impostlnp:m TAW RUZATS—
which it is gquite within their power to do—for the treaty omits all mention
of any duties upon raw sugar. It cau be imported free while refined
sugar ix penalised to the extent of £1. 12. 9 per ton and it ean hardly be
contended that £1. 12, 9 per ton ix a trifling bounty to the Japanese rcfiner,

It Japan imposes a duty upon raw sugavs, she has the right to impose
w similar excise upon her refined products, which excise will be added to
imported retined sugar in the shape of an additional duty. It i3 cqually in
the power of Japan to veturn thix exeise in the shape of a hounty to ;heir

refiners, and though Her Majesty’s Government may regard an additional

bounty given to Japanese home refined produce, equal the excise levy, as not

warranting the additional extra duty upon imported refined.
It is most probable, however, the Japanese will keep within their strict
rights, and levy no duty upon raw sugar, to which no reasonable oljection

can be made, as the trealy is silent upon the point of duties upon raws,

o ; e
The Japuncse Government thus have a eountervailing duty or bounty ready °
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without having recourse to special logislation cither by oxecise, bounties, or
otherwise. That Japan ean impose duties upon raw sugars and remove
them at will has been demonstraied recoutly by their action with cotton and
cotton yarns.

Under the old treaty the duty ou refinel sugar offerel less probabilities
of the Japancse Government taking the action here suggestel.  For the
duty on refined was but 24 cents per pieul, against the anticipated 90 cents,
whivlc raws paid 13 eents per pienl.  Awd it the Japanese Govermment had
wished to bouniy their home industry, it would have been at a mueh
greater cost to them than will be necessary under the new treaty.

Whatever view may be taken of the position it is quite plain that
Her Britannic Majesty's Government have conceded to Japan a preferential
levy upon imported refined sugars of, say, £1. 12. 9 per ton, which must
prove a most serious biow to the indnstries of this Colony.

I am directed to request that a copy of this letter may be scut to
Iler Majesty’s Seerctary ol State for the Colonies—I have, &e.,

I. HENDERSON, Secretury.

Honourable J, 1I. Stewanrt Lockusrr, Colonial Secretary. :

=
Ordinance No. 16 of 1873: An Ordinance to provide
for the Registration of Trade Marks.

Hoxeroxa, 23vd April, 1893,

Dese Si,—We have reeently, as agents, had to bring before Ilis
Excellency the Governor in Coungil a petition (we believe the first under
thie Ordinance), nnder Oulinanee No, 16 of 1873, for the canccllation of the
regisiration of a frade mark, and our experience in conuncetion therewith
leads us to think that some improvement might be introduced into the Ordi-
nanee in question as affecting the method preseribed for the rvegistration of
trade marks,

We therefore beg to lay the matter before your Committes, and to invite

their assistance with the object of bringing this about,

~ete, and thus hardship is wrought,

In the Ovdinance in question, it ix provided under sections 2, 3, 4 and a3,
that—
“02) Any person elaimivg the right to the exelusive use of any
* trade mark, either solely or jointly with others, may apply
“rto the overnor for leave to r.ogi.v-im‘ the rame in the
* Register of Trade Marks,”
“AB) Nuch application may, at the option of the applicant, he
“either made divect to the Governor, or transmitted to the
“ Gorvernor throwgh Her Aajesty’s Lrincipal Secretary of
 State for the Colonies, and must he accompanied by a fae
“simile or specimen of the ¢ Trade Mark’ sought to be
Hregistered, verified by affidavir; and every such affidavit
“shall set forth the deseription and nature of the goods
“upon which such trade mark has hitherto been, or is
“intended to he used, and that the deponent is to the best
“of his helief entitled solely or jointly with other persons
“thercin named to the exelusive use of such trade mark.”
“(4) Upon compliance with the formalities hereinbefore prescribed,
“ ib shall be lawful for the Governor, if he shall in his dis-
“eretion think fit, to grant the application and to order the
“ registration of the said trade mark in the Colonial Seere-
“Aary’s Office, and the filing therein of all affidavits trang-
“ mitted therewith in manner aforesaid.”
“(d) Notice of the registration of a trade mark under this Ordi-
 nance shall be published in the Gazette, and the register
“of trade marks shall be open to public inspection, at all
“ reasonable times, on payment of such fee as may be fixed.”
From this it will be seen that any person has ouly to lay claim to the ¢
exelusive use of any trade mark and to state same formally as required by
the Ordinanee in order to have the mark dl'il}' registered, (subject, of course,
to the diseretion given by the Ordinance to His Excellency the Governor),
and if the trade mark so claimed and registered should prove to be an
infringement of u trade mark belonging to gome one clse and alveady duly

registered, a cancellation of the registration of same can only be obtained

- after the lapse of some time and at considerable expense for legal advice,
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We would point out that in our epinion the Ord nance is defective inas-
much as it does not provide for notice being given the publie of applicatious
having been lodged for the registration of trade marks, but only for the
notice .oi' the registration having heen actually granted, and the proprietors .m"
registered trade marks, which may he infringed by those sought to -!)e re{;m.
tored, have thus no opportunicy of opposing applications for the registration,
but can only obtain redress through the more costly process of lodging n
petition for the eancellation of registration of such marks as they may con-
sider infringements of their own. e

We would therefore snggest it would be desirable to have a provision
made for the due notice to the public of any applications lodged for registra-
tion of trade marks, and the allowance under same of ample time for thoze
concerned {0 examine into the application and if necessary to lodge objeetions
thercto.

We understand the practice of the Trade Marks Registration Officc at
home to be that on an applieation being lodged for the registration of a trade
mark, the trade mark is carefully compared by experts with all such already
on the register for the purpose of ascertaining whether it is likely to he. ATy

infringement of any, and should it be considered as in any way msemhhtlg
any trade marks already on the Register, a reference is made to the propn('s-
tors of such marks, and they are given the opportunity of lodging their
objections, and after hearing same the Registrar makes his decisinn: .

We would point out that there appears to be no expert staft .provuled
by the Government here for such examination of trade marks .suhnuttml for
registration, nnd, in our opinion, in lien of this, the suggestion we make
would, to some extent, provide proteetion for the proprietors of trade marks
already registered.—We are, &e.,

GIBB, LIVINGSTON & Co.
I"ernErTON HENDERSON, s8¢,
Neeretary, CHAMBER o8 COMMERCE,

Ordinance No. 16 of 1873:  An Ordinance to provide for the
registration of Trade Marks.

Hoxaxoxe GeENERarn CHAMBER OF COMMERCE,
Hoxcroxa, 20th May, 18935,

S1r,—The Committee heg to bring to the notiee of the Government that
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Messrs, Giun, Livixgston & Co. have ealled the attention of the Chamber
to an omission which they consider entails a hardship on those who have
oceasion to avail themselves of the protection which the above Ordinance
was enacted to afford, stating—

That without in any way making the applieation public anyone is at
liberty to apply for the exelusive right to any trade marks on conforming
to the requirements of the Ordinance,

That the fact of such application having been made is notified in the
Gorernment Gazette only after the registration of the Mark has already been
granted, with the result that should it prove to be an infringement the
owner can only get the registration cancelled after, probably, very consider-
able delay and expense.

That in England marks tendered for registration are subject to a
severe scrutiny at the hands of a large staff of experts and compared with
those already registered, and if any resemblance is supposed to exizt hetween
the mark tendered and any other alveady registered the owner of that mark
s communicated with and given the opportunity of objecting to the regis-
tration.

As the requirements of the Colony in the matter of regisiration are not
such as justify the maintaining of a special staff for the investigation of
trade marks, Messres, Gipn, Livingstoxy & Co. think a elause might advan-
‘tageously be introduced into the Ordinance making it compulsory that all
applications for registration should be made public at the date of application
and continue to be made publie, at intervals, by notification in the Govern-
‘ment Gazette, or otherwise, until the date of registration,

These gentlemen further suggest that it seems desirable that a period
of three months should be allowed to elapse before granting registration to
iiihaig'xliﬁ of time to communieate with, and receive a veply from the Trade
Mark Brasch of the Patent Office, London, Messrs. Gisg, LiviNastox & Co.'s
suggestions appear caleulated, it adopted, to add to the usefulness of the

Ordinance now referred to, and the Committee have mueh pleasure in sub-

tting them to Ilis Excelleney the Governor for his favourable considera-
tion.—1I have, &o., ]

F. HENDERSON, Secretary.
The Honourable J. II. Stewart Lockuarr,
Colonial Seeretary.
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No. 1119, (OLONIAT, SECRETARY'S OFFICE,
[ToNGKONG, 22nd May, 1895,

Sii,—TIn reply to your letter of the 20th instant, 1 am diveeted to state for
the information of the Committee of the Chamber of Commerer that the
suggested addition to Ordinanee No. 16 of 1878 will receive due cousideration,

Tt ix not quite elear from your letter whether the reference to the Trado
Mark Branch of the Patent Otfice, London, is to be made by the Govern-
ment or by the ﬂ‘p_pii(:unf:-‘\ in eneh ease, and whether sueh reference is to be
made obligatory or not. I shall he obliged it von will he good enough to
Furnish definite information on these points.—-1 have, &e.,

J. 1L STEWART LOCKHART, Colonial Secretary.

The Secrctary, Cuavper or COMMERCE.

[ToNGRONG GENERAL (HAMBER OF COMMERCE,
Hoxeroxa, 2ath May, 1895,

Sti,—1I have the hononr to acknowleldge the reecipt of your esteomed
communication of 22nd instant, and on behalf of the Committee beg to
thank vou for the promixed consideration to their guggestions in regard to
Ordinanee No. 16 of 1873 for the registration of trade marks,

I much regret to notice that the referenee to communicating with
Trade Mark Branch of the Patent Office, Lomlon, gave rise fo some doubt
as to the exact meaning it was intended to convey.

Mauy of the firms here only act in the eapacity of ageuts for the
owners of marks registered in England, and in su_ggesti.ug that between the
date of applieation Tor, and granting of registration an interval of three
months might be allowed to elap=e, the Commitree only had in view giving
the agents here time fo communicate with and reeeive a reply from tho
prineipals at home, who could, if they so desired, refer to the PPatent Office,
London: but it was not intended that such referenee should be obligatory,
Hor was it the intention of the Committee to venture 'r.he_' suggestion that the
Govermaent shonld on each applieation for registeation put itsell in com-
munication with the ahove office.~—I have, &e., A

', HENDERSON, Seeretary.
The Hononrable J. II. STEWART LOCKHART,
Colowial Sceveteny.
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Quarantine Regulations.

JaraNesk CoNsULATE,

Hoxcrona, 17th April, 18945,
Sig,—Regarding your letter Noo 763 of the 16th instant, I hee to
further state that quarantine at Nagasaki is intended only for vessels neviving
: : sy =
from Liaotang Peninsula in certain distriets of which cholera is epidemic.—1

have, &c.,
I, NARAGAWA, 1L L J. M Consul
V.I'.I 5 l[ £l : :
1e Honouwrnble COLONIAL SECRETARY,

&e Se. e,

No, 924, - COLONIAL BECRETARY'S OFFICE,
HoxgroxaG, s0th April, 1895,
: Sie,—1 am directed to state for the imformation of the Chamber of
Commerce that a Proclamation has heen issued to-day by the Governor in
Conneil nnder section 1 of Ordinance No. 5 of 1863 prohibiting the immigra-
tion of Chiunese from the port uf Swatow from this date until l"urthcr notiee.
—1I have, &e.,
Jo . STEWART LOCKILART, Coloninl Sceretiry.
Mhe Seeretary, Cusnper or CoMMERCE,
(cs..(‘ 'y (5"!,‘ .y ts‘(.'
(Copy of telegram received from the Governor of the
Straits Scttlements. )
9th May, 1895,

Chinese inumigrati AT e o o :
immigration prohibited vessels leaving or touehing at Macuo,

~ Swatow, Hainan after 10th May.

( Necretury of State to Governor, Honglong. )

ONGKONG, DownNiNg Streer, 220d April, 1893,

B 1 s i o e e
:; r,—L have the honour to ackuowledge the receipt of vour despateh
. 76 of the 12th ultimo forwarding copics ol correspondence relative to the
fuarantine regulations made by the Straits Sectlements Government during
=

prevalence of the bubenie plague in Hongkong.
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It appears that on the Tih of September last a telegram was sent to
Singapore from Iongkong stating that clean bills of health were being Issued,
but that five days later than that date a further ease of the plague oecm‘mq.

[ think therefore that the Straits Settlements Government were amply
justified in delaying the removal of their quarantine restrictions until they had
elear information that the disease had ecased to exist in ITongkong.~-1 have,
&,

KIMBERLEY.

Governor Siv W. Ronixsox, K.C.M.G.,
S &el, Je.

No. 1174, ('0LONIAL SECRETARY's OFFICE,
. Hoxckoxg, 30th May, 1895,

Siz,—1 am direeted to state for the information of the Chamber of

L 1 ey b

Commerce that the following telegram has been received from Her Majesty’s
Miunister at Bangkok :—

“ (yovernor,
# Hongkong.
& Inspection enforeed at Paknam on arrivals from Hongkong and Chinu

** ports.
“ Buxsen”

I have, &e.,

J. 1L STEWART LOCKIIART, Colunial Secretary.

Yhe Seerciary, CHaMBER 0F COMMERGE.

TELEGRAM.

“ Baveror, 4th June, 1895,

s (zovornor, Hongkong. .

“ Medieal inspection  will not  be imposed on direct wrivals from
# Hongkong without touehing infected port.
“ BUnsky.”
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No. 1429, CoLoNIAL Secrertany’s Orricr,
Moxaroxa, 6th July, 1895,
Sir,—1 am diveeted to state, for the information of the Chamber of

Cominerce, that this Government has received information that the quarantine

restrictions recently imposed at Saigon against vessels arriving  from

Hongkong have now been removed.—1 have, &e.,

Jo 1L STEWART LOCKIIART, Colonial Seeretary.

The Secretary, Cniavuser or Comuerce,

&e., &, &e.

No. 4561 95. CoroNial SEcrRETARY's Qrrrok,
SINGAroRrE, 6th Juoly, 1893,
Sz, —With reference o the Governor's telegram of the 9th May,
informing His Excellency the Governor of Hongkong, that Chinese immigra-
tion by vessels leaving or teuching at Macao, Swatow or Hainan after 10th
May had Deen prohibited by proclansution at this port, I am dirceted by the
Officer Administering the Gevernment to inform vou that the proelamation
referred (o was withdrawn as regnrds Swatow on 2000 June and as regards
Hainan ports on 27th June.  Fuarther information i awaited from Macao
before withdrawing the proclamation ax regards that port also.—1 have, &e.,
' A. P TALBOT, Aecting Colonial Seeretary,
Straits Settlements,
The Honourable Tne CoLONIAL SECRETARY,
HoNGroNG.

CoLoNiaL Secrersny's Orrice,
Sixcarore, 24th July, 1893,
Sik,—In continuation of my letter of the 6ih instant, No. 4561 95, I

- am direeted by the Officer Administering the Government to inform you

hat the proelamation of &h May, therein referred to, prohibiting Chinese
migration into this port by vesseis leaving or touchivg at Macao, Swalow
Tainan, has now been entirely withdrawn.—TI have, &e.,
A, POTALBOY, deting Colonial Sceretary,
Seraits Settlements.
¢ Honourable Tur CorLosial SECRETARY,
Hoxaron:,

e ————

e —————
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NOTIFICATION,

E . WA e OO e O

With reference to the Regulation made by Her Britanuic Majesty’s Charge
d' Affaires in Japan on the 20th day of June, 1894, to secure the obszervanee
by British Subjocts of the Regulaticns for the Inspeetion of Vessels arriving
from localitics infected with Cholera, issned by the Imperial Japanese
Govermment on the Twentv-third day of June, 1882, and =ubscquently
amended by Imperial Decree :

The Undersigned Iler Britannic Majexty’s Envoy Lxtraordivary and
Minister Plenipotentiary in Japan, hereby makes known for the information
of Dritish Subjects resident in or.yesorting to Japan, that he has received a
wote from His Exeellency the Japansse Minister for Foreign Allairs stating
that the saill Regulations for the Inspection of Vessels will now he pat
foree at the Ports of Yolohama, Kobe, Nagazaki, Kuchinotsu, $himonoseki

e, 5 et ey ", D e
and Moji, in the case of all vessels arriving diveetly, or otherwise, from Ports
in Formosa aud Corea, being localities infected with (.:Il(Ji(','l'ii..

The said Tnspection will take place :—

x . TR S el Gy g e s

For vessels proceeding to the Port of Kobe at Wada Point

For vessels prosecding to the Port of Yokohama at Nugaura ; and

For vessels proeceding to the Port of Moji or Ujina at Shimonoscki.
When it is necessary to cntoree disinfection in the caxe of veszels bouud
for the Port of Kuehinotsu in Nagasaki Prefectire, or for any other speeial
Port of export, they shall proceed to the neavest disinfecting station.
ERNEST SATOW,
IL.B.M. Legation,

July 81st, 1895
( Telegram fron Her Dritanuic Majesty's Minister at Lokio, Jupan.)
“ 1Tth December, 1895.

i (vovernor, Hongkong,
# Medical iuspeetion of ships ceases from to-diy,
“sarow.”

Hoscroxe Geyveran Coasper vy CoMMERCE,
Hoxuroxg, 29th February, 1896.
Sig,—In view of the fack that the (roverument of the Straits Scttles

ments has imposed quarantine on all vessels artiving at Singapore from this

Porr, my Committee earnestly hope that 1lis Excelleney the Governor will
| i wire to Singapore urging that those steamers not carcying Chinese passon-
gers shonld be exempt from quarantine.—1 have, &e.,

X . CHATTERTON WI I;(‘-OX; Seeretary.
Honowrable J, I Stewarre Lockuawr, Colonial Secretary.

h CoLONIAL SECRETARY'S OFFICE,
[Toxaroxa, 4th Mareh, 1896.
Sir,—With refercnee to your letrer of 29th ultimo, I am dirvected to
transmit for the information of the Committee of the C'hamber of Commeree
i the enclosed copies of o telegram despatchel on the 2nd instant to the Colo-
nial Sceretary, Straits Settlements, and his reply thereto.—I have, &e.,
J.o L STEWART LOCKHIART, Colonial Secreéary.
The Secrctary, CuaMper oF CoMMERCE.
TELEGRAMS.

To CoLoNIAL SECRETARY, STRAITS SETTLEMENTS,
Chamber applies for exemption from quarantine vessels without Chinese

- passengers,  Please telegraph what exemptions allowed.

2nd March.

————

Lrom COLONIAL SECRETALY, STRAITS SETTLEMENTS,

Exemptions at diserction of 1ealth Gicer dependent on ostimated risk

to publie health.
4th Mareh.

Opening of the West River.

s

HoxGrRoNG GENERAL CHAMBER orF CoMMERCE,
Ioxeroxng, 16th May, 1895,

SiR,—As there seems to exist some doubt as to whether provision has

~ heen made in the treaty reported to have been ratificd between China and

S o ’ . . . .
~Japan for the opening up of the West River to forcien navigation, the
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Committee venture (o suggest that His Excellency the Governor will be"

pleased to telegraph to Her Majesty’s Minister at Peking with the view of

© ascertaining if a concession of so much importance has been the subject of

diplomatie arrangement belween the two eontracting Powers,
This Chamber has for many vears endeavoured to urge upon Her

Majesty’s Ministers the desirability of strongly impressing upon the Chinese

Government the benefits to trade that would necessarily follow the opening’

of tho West River—Dbenefits in which China would herself purticipate equally
with other nations.

The last oceasion in which the Chamber had the honour of briuging
the question to the notice of Iler Majesty’s Minister, was in u letter addressed
to Lord Rirox under date of 3lst July, 1893, and as His Execellency was
then good enough to express his willinguess to solicit the good offices of his
Lordship in regari to the representations of the Chamber, the Committee feel
somewhat confidons that they may still assure themselves of his valuable
advoeaey.  The Committee consider the present a very opportunc time to
agitate afresh the opening up of such an important commercial highway, and
they beg to suggest tlat Ilis Exeellency will strongly nrge upon Mr. O'Conor
the neecssity of pressing for the opening of ports, more particularly Wu-chow,
a large trading centre on the junction of the Fu Ifo and West Rivers.  Other
ports such as Nan-ning Fu, some 300 miles farther up the river, will no doubt
be included, but the Committee are strongly iuclined t» emphasize the
importance of Wu-chow, up to which point the riveris reporied to present no
difficultics 1o navigation.

Mr. O'Coxor has already marked his approval of the proposal, when
writing to the Chairman of the Chamber on 5th Septomber, 1893, in refercuce
to 1he West River, he stated—I beg to assure you that if it should be in
my power to forward at any time o proposal so emineutly iv the interests of
the development of British trade, I shall spare no pains to do so.” In
fulfilment of this promise Mr. O’Coxor will no doubt be found willing to
support the conteution of the Chamber when the commereial supplement to
the treaty comes to e arranged.—=I have, &e.,

F. HENDERSON, Seeretary.
The Ilonourable «J. II. StEwart LockiArt, ‘

Colonial Secretary.

No, 1120, CoLoN1AL SECRETARYs Orrice,

IlonGroNG, 22ud May, 1895.
Sit,—TIn reply to your letter of the 16th instant, I am directed to state
for the information of the Committee of the Chamber of Commerce that, in
answer to inquiries made, a telegram has heen received from Iler Britannic
Majesty’s Minister at Peking to the effect that the clause contained in the
original treaty for the opening up of the West River was not included
in the Treaty as finally ratified hy the contracting parties.—I have, &e.,
J. . STEWART LOCKILART, Colowial Seeretary.

g,
The Secretary, CuaMper or COMMERCE.

Hoxaroxe ((ENERAL CHAMBER op CoyMuencr,
y Hoxcroxg, 29th May, 1895,

Sir,—I am directed to acknowledge the receipt of vour esteemed favour
of 22nd instant and fo ask you to be good enough to convey to His Excellency
the Governor the best thanks of the Committee for his courtesy in o prompt-
ly obtaining from Her Majesty’s Minizter at Peking the information asked
for in the Chamber's letter of 16th instant as to whether in the freaty recent-
ly entered into between China and Japan provision had heen made for open-
ing up the West River to foreign trade.

The Committee were naturally somewhat surprised and disappointed to
learn that a clause providing for the opeuing of the river introdueced into the
original draft had been omitted in the treaty subzequently ratified, and it
seems rather difficult of explanation why a question of admitted importance,
and so materially affeeting the trade of Southorn China, which had heen the
subject of deliberation while negotiations were pending, should have been
abandoned at a later stage of the proccedings,

s Exeelleney Mr. O°Co~or, who has evineed very considerable interest
in the opening of the West River as a measure eminently caleulated to prove

beneficial to trade, will, no doubt, whon the Commercial Supplement comes

- to be arranged, be found willing to do all in his power to obtain a re-introdue-

tion into the treaty of the rejected clanse.—I have, &e.,
F. HENDERSON, Secretary.

The Honowable J. H. Stewart LoCKIART,
Colopial Secretary.
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Hoxciose GesEraL Ciavper oF COMMERCE,

Hoxcroxa, 29th May, 1895,

Str,—The Chamber has again had oceasion to trespass on your kinduess
in asking your good offices in moving the Foreign Office to consider anew the
o

question of opening up the West River fo foreign trade.

Ou learning from the Government here that in the recently ratified treaty
hetween China and Japan no provisiou had been made for opening the above
river, the Committee took the liberty of ar once despatching to vou a telegram,
copy of which I now beg to enclose, calling your attentiou to the omisziou,
and asking your assistance in bringing it before the Toreign Office.

The Committee were naturally surprised and disappointed to find that a
elnuse providing for the vpening of the river introduced into the original

draft had been omitted from the treaty subsequently ratified, and are at a
loss to understand why o question of admitted importanee and o materially
affecting the trade of Sowthern China, which had been the subject of
discussion while negotiations were pending, should, at a later stage of the

procee lings, have been deliberately abandoned.

The Committee has again enlled the atteution of ITer Majesty’s Minister
at Peking to the subjest, and as he has already evineed his interest in the
opening of the West River as a measure cminently caleulated to develop
British tracle, he will no doubt, when the commereial supplement comes to be
arranged. b found willing to doall in his power to obtain the re-introduction
into the t.m:u_\' of the rejested clanse,

[i i hopel that, at your suggestion, the Foreign Office may see fit to
instruet Mr, O'Coyor, when the supplementary arrangemeits arce in course
of settlement, to act in aceordance with the repeated recommendation of
vour Assoeiation amd this Chamber, and press for the right of navigating the
West River. '

The Chamber has einphasized the fmportance of Wu-chow, a large
trading eentre on the junction of the Fa ITo and West Rivers, up to wh.iuh
point the river is reported to present no difficulties to navigation, hut Nan-ning
Fu, some 300 miles facther up fhe river, and other ports will no doubt be

considered.

Bogging to tender vou, in autieipation, the hest thanks of the Committee

‘beg to again refer (o it with the request that il xueh opportunities do acenr
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for any assistance you may bave ic in your power to render the Chamber in
itx endeavours to obtain the opening of the West River.—1 remain, &e,
F. HENDERSON,
Secrelary.
War, Keswick, Ixq..
Chaiviman, China Association,

London.

( Translution of Telegram. )

The British Minister Peking has telegraphed opening inland navigaticn
West River Canton included in first treaty Lut has heen omitted mtificd frealy
Chamber of Commerce Ilongkong recommend strongly pramptly urge tle
Forcign Office of the utmost importance (o Hougkong included in commereial
supplement opening up to Wu-chow,

25th May, 1895,

IToxexoxe Guneranl Ciavser or CoMyeres,
Hoxeroxe, 12(h June, 1895,

‘\m,—-—l he Committee of the Chamber having recently ]IE_‘dll[ from Mr,
Wirrian Keswick, London, that the Foreign Office were in commuuication
with your Excellency on the question of the opening of the West River to
foreign trade, and deeming the present a suitable time to again bring the
subject to your notice, took the opportunity of forwarding to you the following
telegram on the 1Tth fnstant :—

“Chamber Commerce most carnestly requests utimost
Sendeavour open West River,
“10th June.™

Throngh the courtesy of His Excelleney the Governor, the Committee

‘had been previously informed that no provision had been made in the treaty

lately concluded between China and Japan for the opening of the above river,

and were naturally disappointed to further learn that though the question,

one of admitted importance, had been the sithjeet of deliberation while

nogotbiatious were pending, it had been subsequently abandoned.

In the hope that opportunities may arise, when the commereial supplement

‘to the treaty comes to be arranged, of re-opening the question, the Commitiee
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your lixcelleney may be pleased, so far as it is in your power to do su, to
impress upon the Chinese Government the benefits to trade that must
necessarily follow the opening of the West River—benefits in which China
would herself participate in excess of other nations. h

Having already expressed your approval of a proposal eminently in the
interests of the development of British trade, it scems unnecessary to trouble
you with a repetition of argwments already adduced, and the Committee
would now only solicit vour Execelleney’s good offices in endeavouring to
obtain for British traders, in common will other nationals, the right of
navigating the West River, with the opening of ports thereon, more particularly
Wu-chow, a large centre of trade at the junetion of the Iu 110 and the West
Rivers.

Other ports such as Nan-ning Fu, some three hundred miles farther up
the river, will no doubt be eonsidered, but the Committee are strongly inclined
to press the importance of Wu-chow, up to which point the river is reported
to prescnt no difficultics to navigation.

Begging for the contents of this lerter your Exeellency’s very favourable
cousideration,——1 have, &e.,

A, McCONACHIE,
Tice- Chairman.
His Excellency Sz Nienoras 0'Coxor, K.C.B., C.M.G.,
Ier Britannic Majesty’s Envoy Extraordinary and
Minister Plenipotentiavy in China, Peking.

(Reply from Her Majesty’s Minister, Peking, to above telegram. )
“Tn answer to your telegram of 10th mutter heen well considered

“reeeiving greatest attention.”

lHoxaroxe GENERAT Cuaydsenr oF COMMERCE,
Hoxcxroxd, 15th June, 1893,

Sig,—From the tenor of the remarks which have recently appeared in
the columus of the local papers, it might be assumed that these had Teen
written under the impression that the Chamber had allowed the question of
the opening of the West River to drop out of consideration,

Tt may interest your readers to kuow that the agitation commenced
years ago has heen persistently maintained, aud that the Chamber has uot

T
G

ceased, by letter and wire, to urge upon the Forcign Oftiee, aud also by Iler
Majesty’s Minister at Peking, the desirability of throwing open to foreign
traffic this important commereial waterway, pointing ous the benefits which
must necessarily follow such a course—henefits in which China would herself
participate in excess of other nations,

At the present stage it is ot desirable to go further into details of the
action taken by the Chamber.—I remain, &e.,

F. HENDERSON, Secrctary.
To the Fditors,
“CmiNa Man”
“Darny Priss”
“ Hoxexoxe Trrnecrarm.”
3, LOMBARD StREET,
Loxvox, k., 17th May, 1895,
Dear Sin,—Your telegram of 10th instant forwarded through Messrs.
;,.J;iRDINE, Marnzsox & Co., was duly received by me as per fransglation on
the other side.

Phe matter is being considercd and I shall place it before 11.M. Seere-

~ tary for Forveign Affairs in the way most likely 1o secure its object, and I

lope to write you further by next mail—TI am, &c.,
. W. KESWICK.
The Scerctary, Cnanper oF CoMMERCE,

HoNoRoONG..

HovekoNg GENERAL Canpir or CoMMERCE,
ITonGKroxG, 20th June, 1893,
Dear Soy,—I have ihe pleasure to own veeeipt of vour esteemaed com-
unication of 17th May, and have further to ackuowledge your telegram (in

ver to the Chamber's messages of 10th and 25th May) of 8th June,

d through the courtesy of Messes. Jarpine, Marnesox & Co.,
ing— '

“ Inform Hongkong Chamber of Commerce Foreign Office are in
communieation with British Minister We would sureest urge

maltter British Legation.

8th June,”
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On the reccipt ol your telegram the Chamber at once acted on your
suggestion and (elegraphed to Sir Nictoras O'Coxog, and were yesterday
favoured with the following reply:— y

“n answer to vour telegram of T1th matter heen well considered
receiving greatest attention.”

I am directed by the Committee to thank you for the above telegram
and to express to you the obligation they are under to yvou for having 8o
readily on this, and all other former veeasions, aceeded to the requests of the
Chawmber when it had veeasion {o ask your valnable services, which are very
Fully appreeiated.—1 am, &e.,

I°. HHENDERSON, Secretary.
WitLian Keswics, L.,

Loxpox,

PrerinG, 25th June, 1895,
Sti,—In reply to your lester of the 12th instant 1 do ot know that I
ean say more than to assure you that I shall Tose no opportunity depending
upon me to give practical elfect fo the wishes of the General Chamber of
Commerce of Hongkong in regard to the opening of the West River, of the
possible advantages of which to British and all foreign trade T have a very
E *
clear idea.-—I am, &e.,
N. R. O'CONOR.
A. MoCoxaciie, Esq.,
ice-Chairman, 1ToxGsoNG GENERAL CUAMBER 01 COMMLRCE.

—

HoscroNg GENERAT CiiavMuiEr oF COMMERCE,
TloNuroxsa, 24th July, 18945,

Desw Sig,—1I have the pleasure to acknowledge the receips of your

estoemed eommuuications of Tth and 14th June giving cover to copies of
correspondence with the Iorcign and Colonial Offices having ._refenz-nce to
the opening of the West River, and the granting of preferentinl duties on
cargo carvied by native craft.

The right of trading iu the Weat River which, if eonceded, would fjf
neeessity beecome an important factor in the development of British trade in

Southern China, and the granting of preferential dutics, which has certainly
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proved detrimental to British shipping interests on the Canton River, are
sibjects which have long ocenpied the attention of the Chamber, and T am
directed by the Commitree to express the great obligation they feel they are
under to you for having strongly impressed upon the IHome (Government the
important beariug these questions, the former favourable the latter adversely,
have upon foreign trade with China.

The Chamber has the assuranee of Sir Nicroras O'Covor’s support,
who writing from Peking under date of 251h June stutes—¢ 1 shall lose no
opportunity depending upon me to give practical effect to the wishes of the
Chamber of Commerce of Hougkoug in regard to the opening of the West
River, of the possible advantages of which to British and all foreign trade
L have a very clear idea.”  The Chamber has also repeatedly had the benefit
of liis nissistance in the endeavours, which were successful at the time in
temporarily doing away with preferential duties as affecting trade in the
Canton River.

The great importance attached to the opening of the West River might
with advantage be brought to the attention of the New Gtovernment, and the

mmittec ardently hope that the cfforts being now made in that direetion
may eventnally result in suceess.—T am, &e.,
I HHENDERSON, Secretary.
Wittiay -Keswick, Fsq.,
Loxvox.

Hoxaroxe GexeErsL CoaMper orF (OMMERCE,
Hoxsxkoxag, 15th August, 1893,
DEar Sir,—Throngh the courtesy of Messrs, Jarpiye, MiTHESON &
the Chamber had again the opportunity of availing of their telegraph
‘and on Gth instant sent you the following message :—

“The West River the British Minister no progress reported.
Hongkong Chamber of Commerce they recommend strongly
urge opening new British Government and keep us well ad-

) vised as to prospeets.”
~ Considering the dissolution of Parlinment a very favourable opportunity
itate afresh the imporiance of opening the West River to foreign
ion, the Committee again venture to solicit your good offices, and

suming on the readiness vou have shown on all previous oeeasions to
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respond to such requests, do not hesitate to ask yonr valuable assistanee in
support of a question in which you have already evinced vour interest and
approsal. |

Tt will no doubt appear to you, as it does to the Committee, highly

desirable that the new Governmeut on assuming ofice shonld have impressed

uipon them, in the iuterests of British commerce, the importanee of opening

up so valuable a waterway, and the Committee would asgk yon to be good
enough to take such steps as may seem to you best calenlared to bring it
prominently o their notice and artention.

The request to be kept advized as to prospeets was an addition con-
siderately made by Messrs. Jaroive, Marmesoy & Co. to the Chamber's
telegram. —I am, &e.,

I', HENDERSON, Secretary.
Wirtiay Keswior, Esq.,.
Loxpox,

( Evtract from Mr. W, Keswick's letter dated London,
Gth September, 1895. )

1 have had an opportunity of mentioning at the Foreign Office the very
great and nrgent importance at this time and unider the gpecial cireumstances
of the recent Treaty of Peace between China and Japan, the first version of
which provided for the opening of the West River although eliminated from
the ratified doeumzut, that this valuable water commuunication with the
interior should no longer he kept closed.

The Foreign Office, you will e pleased to learn, have the whole matter

under consideration.

3, LoMBARD STRERT,
LoxDoy, E.C., 22nd November, 1895,
Dear Sir,—-1 have to acknowledge receipt of your letter of 15th ultimo,
and my best attention shall be given to the subjects mentioned in it.
At an interview last week, Lord SALISBURY gave me te understand that
the cpening of the West River continued to receive the special attention of
the Government, and that, likewise, the position of British intercsts in gene-

ral in China were receiving earnest eonsileration.

I hope i3 £ ; ror i igati
pe, therefore, that it may not De very long until the navigation ol

the West River, which your Chamber has so long wrged, will he opened to

foreign enterprise——Yours, &e.,

. W. KESWICK.
"I’i(’ \' P T %
e Seeretery, HoNaroxe GENERAL CraMper or COMMERCE,

Hoxexoxa,

b=
Proposed Reconstruction of 'Ga.p Rock Lighthouse.

IToxekoxe GesEraL Coaverr or CodMMERCE,
IloxokoNg, 14t May, 1895.

Sir,—TI beg to reyert to this Chamber’s lotter of 16th Mareh aud to

\d ' ] l H H 5 : - . . .
your esteemed communieation of 21st Mareh, both being in continuation of

previous correspondence -having reference to Messrs, Coopr, Son, and

MarrrEWS'Ss report on the condition of the lighthouse building at Gap Rock

‘eontaining a recommendation that it should be re-constructed. :

ITis Iixcelleney the Governor having been good enough to place the

report. before the Comumittee of this Chamber for an ex pression of opinion as

to the advisability or otherwise of adopting that recommendation I am directed

to now state, in reply, that the question has again had the careful attention

of the Commirttee and further consideration of the proposal to rebuild the

lighthouse, whicl in the opinion of Mr. MarTHEWS is uecessary if it is to

‘be effectively maintained, strengthens the opinion that a proposal jnvolving

1 & drastic measure and raiging severul points of a purely technieal

character cannot be efficiently dealt with by any others than experts.

Under these circumstanees the Committee venture to suggest, that in so

mportant a matter, it would be well to avail of the expert assistance of the

cers attached to the Imperial Chinese Customs, whose knowledge of the
t and long experience in the erection of lighthouses thereon would render

v opinion in the present instance, when the nature of the site as well as

- coustruction of the building has to be considered, particularly valuable,
Roserr Iart, who has all along shewn his interest in the Gap Rock
s would no donbt be found ready to atford any assistanee or information

"4 . . -
overnment micht wish to obtain,
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lu mahing thiz sugeestion the Committee are anxious to have it under-
stood that they have no desire to mdervalue the serviees of Mr. T MaTTHEW S,
whose opinion, holding ax he does so important o position on the Trinity
Iouse Boawd, is worthy of every cousideration, but he must of neeessity le
lacking in the loeal knowledge which the officers eonnected with the Impe-
rial Chinese Customs have acquired only alter many yeurs' experience——I
Lave, &e..
I. HEXDERSON, Secretary.

The Hononrable J. 1L Srewart Loekuakr,

Colowinl Seeretury.

Corosian SecneTanry's Qrrice,
No. 1630, Hoxcroxa, Tth August, 18G5,
Sig—With reference to my letrer Noo 1123 of the 25nd May last,
I am divected 1o state for the information of the Committee of the Chamber
of Commerce that Sie Roserr Haxr, Inspector-General of the Chinese
Customs, has expressed his regret that he is unable to lend the serviees of
“an officer for the pmrpose of inspeeting the Gap Rock Lighthouse, as there
iz no officer available.—~T have,.&e.,
J. 1L STEWART LOCKITART, Colonial Secretary.
The Seeretury, Ciiaviprr oF CoMMERCE,

Nty n‘j"'-- §r.

No. 1705, (‘OLoNIAL SECRETARY'S OFFICE,
IMoxcroxG, 1ath August, 1895,
Sin,—=In reference o my letter No. 1630 of the Tth insrant I am direet-
ed to enqguire whether, in view of Sir Rosert Harr’s inability to lend the
services of an officer of the Chinesc Cnstoms for the purpose of inspeeting
the Gup Rock Lighthouse, the Committee of the Chamber of Commeree has
any further suggestion to offer.—-T have, &e.,

J. 1L STEWART LOCKHART, Colonial Seerctary.

The Seerctary, HWoxarox GENERaL Cravprr or CoMMERCE,

Hoxskone Geseral Coaneer or Couyece,
HoxGroNG, 20th Auenst, 1895,

S, —1 have the honour 1o acknowleldge the receipt of vour esteene |
comnmunication of 15th instant, and wm desired by .m_\' Conumittes to express
their regret that Siv Rowsere {lagr, who, they believe, hus always hooy
willing to assist in such matters, ix not able to lend the scerviees of an oficer
to inspeet the Gap Roek Lishthouse, in view of the suguested reconstruction
of that building.

The Committec do not at present know of any competent anthorvity in
the neighbourhood whose opinion they could snggest hoine  taken—1

have, &,

F. ITIENDERSON, Neerctury.

The Honourable J. 1L Stewanr Lockuswr, Coloniad Seeretury.

Hoveroxag GENERAL CnAvper or CoMMERCE,
Hoxckroxa, 9th September, 1895,

Stir,—The snguested reconstruetion of the Gap Rock Lighthouse having,
through the conrtesy of Lis Excelleney the Governor, heen referred to the
Chamber for an expression of opinion as to the advisability or otherwise
of earrying out the suggestion, the Commitiee in view of the importanes
of the question and the estimated lwze outlay beg to again hring the mafier
o your notice. 3

When last addressing vou on 20th Augnst thie Committer expressel

their regree that Siv Rosegr Hanr was unable to lend the serrices of an

~ expert, and also their tnability to snggest any compatent authority in the

n_é%hhmirhoo@l whoze opinion they could suggest being axked,
As it does not appear that the condition of the building ix such az to
ssitate immediate alterations, and it scems to the Committee desimuble
very eareful conzideration should be given to the contemplated chan zes

ore these are attempted to be carricl into clfeet, they venture to suggest

“that Sir Roserr [Tart he again approached in the hope that somewhat

later he may be able to devote the services of one of his officers to reporting
the necessity or otherwise of any alterations of o permancnt nuture.
The Committee are the more anxious to urge the adoption of this course

is ouly from that source thut a practical opinion of those versed in the




T'he suggestions made by the Honowable . P. Cuarer, when
expressing the views of the Unofficial Members of the Legislative Council
as to strengthening the existing building, if neeessary, the providing of extra
lenses, and the erection of a refuge for the Lighthouse Ieepers, are, in
the opinion of the Commiitee, woll worth IHis Excellency’s favourable
consideration, and they will be pleased to learn that these meet with his
approval.—I have, &e.,

I'. HENDERSON, NSecretary.
The Honowable J. H. Stewarr Lockmant,

Colonial Secretary.

Proposed enforced Use of Ofﬁcial Telegraph
Code Vocabulary.

Hoxaroxe GeNeral Cuasper or CoMMERCE,
[loxcKoNG, 26th April, 1895.

S, —1 beg to acknowledge receipt of your esteemed fuvour of 4th
instant, and to thank you for the euclosure contained therein.

The Committee much regret to learn that they 'were, apparently,
premature in congratulating themselves that the use of the Official ‘Lelegraph
Code Directory was to be mude optioual, af teast, ax reganls extra-European
messages, and that the question has still to be discussed at the Telegraph
Conveution at Buda-Pesth in 1896, which will render further agitation
neeessary on the part ol those who are opposed to the culorced use of the
Code.—I am, &e., .

F. HENDERSON, Sceretary.
Avex. JJ. Gess, Esy., Seeretary,
Crosvprr o COMMERCE, SINGATPORE.

Moxcroneg GeNeral Cuasvper or CoMMERCE,
Hoxuroxg, 25rd September, 1895.
To Tur Inrersarionat Tereararin Buresv, Berse. :
T'he Committee of the above Chamber beg fo ask the atcention of the

Tutcruational Telegraph Burcau to the cnclosed document sigued by this and
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avious Chambers ex pressing their objections to the proposel enforeed use of
the Official Telegraph Code Voeabulary for use in extr: -European messagus
with the request that the same may be forwarded to the International Tele-
graph Convention to be held at Buda-Pesth for its favonrable consideration

wheu the gnestion is brought forward next vear for discussion,

To Toe INterNatioNaAL TrELEGRAPH Bureauv, Berxe,

Leaming that the proposed compulsory use of the Offieial Teleoraph
Code Voeabulary will beeome the subject of disenssion, and its adoption or
rejection for use in extra-European nmssages'ﬁ:ml]y settled, at the next
meeting of the International Telegraph Couvention to be held at Buda-Pesth
in 1896, the wndersigned, being desivous of protesting against what “they
consider an unnceessary innovation, beg to bring the matter to the notice of
the Tuternational Telegraph Bureau with the request that the ohjections
to the proposal, hercafter stated, may he plueed before the International
Telegraph Convention for consideration previous (o the next assembly at
Buda-Pestl.

T'he compulsory adoption of the official voeabulary, if enforeed, will
neeessitate the abandonment of all private codes now in use, and as mosi of
these have been compiled at grent trouble aud cxpense, to render them
practically useless would entail serions loss and inconvenicnee on the bulk of

the mercantile and Lanking communities in the Iiast, without, so far as the

- Signatories arc aware, offering or even suggesting, any compensating advan-

fages, such as either reduced cost, or greater safely in the trausmission of

~ messages,

These codes have in most instances been the outeome of long continued
endenvours to simplity the use of telegraphy to mercantile requirements,

~ have been gradually elaborated and inereased to meet the business exigencies

Eeach partieular firm as these avose, and to adapt the private codes to the

new voeabulary would be a task net easy of accomplisluneut.  As some of

he codes now in use contain over 300,000 words the suggested number of

- 256,700 for the new vovabulary wonld he insufficieni for the reconstruction

ol each code.

It has not been contended that the use of private codes has given rise to

v
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diflicultics, or in any way retarded the business ol the Telegraph Compauies,
theretore the suppression ot" these eodes can searcely have been suggested on
public grounds.
In raising objections to the suggested alterations the undersigued believe

they are only following a eonrse similar to that alopted by many Kurepean

_Chambers of Commerce.

The sienatories venture to hope that the Convention to meet at Buda
sig : :
ill gi st i fullest s st serions consideration,
Pesth will give the guestion their fullest and most serious consy 7
It has not been explicitly shown that the compulsory use of the Official
Telegraph Code Voeabulary will facilitate the transmizzion of messuges, but
=kt d - . 3
on the other hand there is no doube that it will cause very serious loss anid
inconvenience 1o all who have private codes.
Signed by
Hoxckon:, Caxroy, Sumaxciar, Haskow, Foocuow,
[ioco & Osaky, Yoromana, Adov, aNp TIENTSIN

Craapers . or CoMMERCE.

T1or 104z st VT et
Forwarded to ' Tne Inveryyrionan Torneerarin Buriac,
BEryE.

23rd September, 1 K935,

Cuaynper or COMMERCE,

SixGarore, 2nd November, 1835,

Deak Sii,—1 beg to enelose, for the information of your Chamber, copy
of a letter addressed to the International Telegraph Burean, I}-ume, on .the
subject of the Berne Telegraph Voeabulary, the manncr of introlucing
whiel ix to be decided at the Buda-Pesth Convention next year.

My Commitiee wonld invite the co-operation of your Chamber against its
:tpplica..ti(m being made compulsory to extr-Iuropean messages,—Yours, cte.,
ALEX. J. GUNN, Seccretary.
The Seeretary,

Hoxoxoye GENERAL CriaMpit of CoMMERCE,

Hougkong,

[
I

Ciuaseer or CovveErce,
SiNGArorr, 2nd November, 1893,

Sig,—1 am instrueted. by the Singapore Chamber of Commerce to
adidress you on the =ubject ol the Official Telegraph Voeabulary prepared
and recently published under your auspices,

2. Lattach hereto copy of a eivenlar on this subjeet {not bearing any
date) which was issned last vear (1804 under the names of the Eastern
Telegraph Company, Limited, and three other Telegraph Companies, which
cirenlar eame before my Chamber throngh the Singapore Aganey of the
Eastern Extension, Australasia, and Ching Telegraph Company, Limited.

3. This civeular received heve carly last vear is (he only intimation of

an official or authoritative charaeter which the Chamber had reecived of the

contemplated introduetion of sneh u vecabulary.

b 1 beg to draw your particnlae attention 1o the fuet that the eireular
in question contains no definite information 52 to the use of such vocabulary
‘beeoming obligatory for messages exchanged with the extra-Iiuropean system,
nnder which designation it is assumed that messages to and from Singapore
e elassed.

3. My Chamber learned with no small degree of astonishment that a

~ #peeimen copy of the voeabulary in question was, on 13th April, eireulated

in this Settlement by the Iastern Extension. Australasia, and China Telegraph
Company, Limited, accompanicd by an intimation that the use shereof woull

hably beeome obligatory here shortly after the noxt Conference, 1 attach

eta a ecopy of the eireular notifyive to this effect.

6. As the vesult of this civeular and with a view to obtaining definite
‘imformation on the subjeet, the Chamber plm_'(-tl itself in comniunieation with
he General Manager here of the Eastern Extension, Australasia, and China

legraph Company, Limited, who was good enough to cable on March 14tl,

“No time has been fixed for the compuisory introduction of this

¥ eode for extra-Enropean messages.  The matter will be fully
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€ Jiscusscd at the next meeting of the International Telegraph
« Convention to he lield ot Buda-Pesth in 1896, No reliable
information enn he given hefore then.”

& My Chamber had previously (on Sth January, 1893) addressed the
(teneral Post Office, London, on this subject (copy of letter attached hereto),
and on 16th Mareh, a reply under date 1ith February was received from
that depurtment in whicl it is distinetly stated that as recards extra-FEoropean
messages the use of the Berne Voeabulary will be optional,

9, You will at ouce see from what [ have above set forth that the
information on this subjeet which is now before my Chamber is not only
indefinite but conflicting. On the one hand the eircular to which [ first
referred, issned under the names of lour Telegraph Companies (and this so
far ag I ean learn has never been withdrawn or modified) notifies the expect-
ation that the vocabulary will, shortly after the next Conference, become
obligatory for extra-Enropean messages. Then again my (C‘hamber was on
15th March, 1893, officially informed by the (reneval Manager here of the
Eastern Extension, Australasia, and China Telegraph Company, Limited, that
wo time has been fixed for the compulzory introduction of the code for extra-
European messages, and further that no reliable information can be given
before the meeting of the Tuternational Telegraph Convention at Buda-Pesth
in 1896. .

On the other hand the General Post Office in London has distinetly
informed this Chamber that the use of the voeabulary as regards extra-
European messages will be optional.

10. It eannot but be admitted that the introduction of an official code
to supersede all others, would be a step involving fo the commercial and
tradal communities of these Settlements issues of the gravest possible
nature. The setting aside or re-framing of existing codes would in most
eases neccssitate not only a vast amount of lahour and loss of time and

<erions inconvenience, but it would also for a certainty involve alarmingly
heavy losses pecuniarily.  And, holding as it does these views, my Chamber
eannot but feel that the eommunity here, whose very large and important
commercial interests would be prejudicially affected by compulsory introduc-
iion of {he Berne Voeabulary as now publizhed, has been treated with scant
consideration in that the existing positién Las been uunecessarily disturbed,

apparently withont any decision on the matter having as vet heen definitely

arrived at by the Telegraph Authorities, aud the application of sueh & cade to
the extra-European system appearing to be as vet quite an open question.
1 Laye s s . .
11. My Chamber finds it difficult, even impossible, to assume that the
communication to it of the General Post Office nuder date 14th February
ary,
805-——1 Iy 1f 7 S e . : :
1895-—in which it is stated that as regards extra-European messages the use
of the Berne Voeabulary will be optional—-conld have heen made otherwise
than in aceuracy, and one object of my present communieation is to ask vou
to be good enongh to favour me with definite information on that point.
N 9D 3 o nele v H H
; 12, 1 would also ask you to Le kind enough to inform me of the date in
18496 on which the International Telegraph Convention at Buda-Pesth is
first 1o meet and also by what date it is expeeted that the result of its
deliberations will be made known, |

13. My Chamber being in communieation with vou would avail itzelf of

B 15 opportunity of expressing its views upon the hardship, and grave incon-

venie ss whi v
nience and loss which would ensue to the commerce of the Colony upon a

compulsory introduetion here of the Berne Vocabulary for telegraphing
o tald

4. It is understood that this voeabulary would, in practiec, limit the

commercial eodes of the Colony to 214,000 words, and when it is pointed

out that some of those already in nse necessitate the application of some-

avherc over 338,000 words, it would be obvious that the scope of the Berne

Vocabulary would be quite inadequate for requirements as found necessary

‘in practice.

1 -' (45l (r =, i - Faa i 2 - 3
5. The following staudard hooks of telegraphic words ave, among others,

A use in this Colony, viz. :—

i 4 g .
3! Inrehn_v s Book of I'rench, Spanish, Portuguese,
Ttalis and Latin words, «o.viveees soee

} 202,600 words.

vesesaane

Whitelaw’s Book of Duteh words, .veeecvesceersesns 40,000
b | »n
5 5 of German ,, vivreraresanenense. 42600
i » of English R 43,000 ,,
R en nehien conine 338,200 words,

~and instances can be cited where the combined nse of all these works are

cssary for the satisfactory eonduct of business.

16. It is assumed that the object of the Telegraph Companies in desiring

L L) : . . e e .
the compulsory introluction of and limitation to the Berne Voeabnlary aim




[ 4] |
I

ab ninimising trouble to themselves in deteeting and correcting crrors which -
happen while messages are in course of transmission by thew.

L& 1 bul'im'e, however, that I am correet in stating that the cods books ;
at present in use in this Colony are productive of comparatively little trouble 4
in this way: but in any ease my Chamber would find diflienlty in recog-
nizing the justice or equity of the poliey now under diseussion, which would
in reality amount to the commercial comnumity heing penalized for errors or
mishaps oceurring at the hands of the Telegraph Companies or on their lines
by a reduction and curtailment of the telearaphic facilities which it has for ;
so many years possessed, and on which its code systems have at immenso
Inbour and cost heen constructed and built ap.

1%, ‘The Chamber would respectfully invite your attention to the various !
ixsnes—as atfecting this community —thus involved in a compulsory appli-
eation of the voeabulary to the extra-Iuropean system and would at the same
time ask vour forbearanco with the lengehy detail at which these issues have

heon sct forch, the importance of the question being its excuse.—I have, &e.,
ALEXN. J. GUNN, Scepetary.,

The Secrctary,

Inxtreesarions) Trieeearn Breeae,

lerne.

LHoxGrozs GENERAL Crayper oF CoMMERCE,

IHoxcroxG, 26th Novembor, 1895,

Deat Sige—I have to acknowledge, with thanks, your letter of the 2nd
instant enclosing copy of a letrer addresseld by your Chamber to the Interna-
tional Lelegraph Burean, Berne, on the subject. of the Beme Telegraph Voea-
bulary, and inviting the eo-operation of this Chamber against its applieation
bheing made compulsory to extra-luropean messages. )

My Committee would have much ]nlea_su;'é in aeceding to rhis reques
Tl they not already forwarded a protest to the International Telegraph

Jurean on similare lines, whieh was also signed by the Canton, Amoy,
Foochow, Shanghai, Hankow, Tientzin, Hiogo, and Yokohama Chambers,
This protest (copy of whieh is enelosed) was despatehed on the 26th

September last,

[45]
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IE further action becomes neeessary my  Committee will be glal to

co-operate inany step thal may appeardesivable (o seeure the objeet sought.~1
i, Ko , :
R, CHHATTERTON WILCOXN. Aeting Nevrelur g, '

AvLex. Gusy, Esq. Seerctary,
SiNGAPoRE GuNeEra, Cosuszr oF Couyerce,
= .

GeENeral Post Orecr, Losoox,
7 21t November, 1895,

Sti,—The Direetor of the Tuternational Telegraph Buraa at Berne
has forwarded to this Department the memorial from the Chambers of ‘
Commerce at Hongkong, Canton, Shanghai, Hankow, Ticutsin, Yokohama, r
Hiogo, Foochow aml Amoy, objecting to the enforced use of the Official
Yoeabulary in extra-Turopean telegrams, 3

At the =ame time he has pointed out that the Internntional Burean has i
no authority to take official cognizance of auy representations exeepting
sueh as proceed from oue of the countries of the Union.

Having regard to the length of time which must clapse helore a
reply could be reeeived from the Chamber of Commerce concerned, this
Department hax thought that it would hest e eareving out their wishes if it
agreed at once-to neeept the memorial, with o view to its receiving attentive
cconsideration aloug with the memorials on the same subject \\'hi(-hrh.-m- heen
Aent by other Chambers diveet 1o this Otfice.

I trust that in the cirenmstances the course which this Department has
adopteid will meet with the approval of the Chambers of Commerce of (e
v Bast.—I am, &e.,

3 Jo G0 LAMB,
The Clairman, Hoxekoxe Gexerst Cravper or Covaenop, ‘

v A7, Hoxaroneg Gexeran Cosyser or COMMERCE,

W BE g -, - ; Ly ‘
: Hoxaxoxa, 3rd January, 1895 |
Sie,—1 have for ackuowledgment vour esteemed commumnication of

st November informing the Chamber that the Director of the International

‘e egl_'aph Bureau at Berne had forwarded to vour department the memorial

from thiz and other Bastern Chambers objecting to the enforeed use of the
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officinl vovabulary iu extra-luropean messages expluining that the Burcau
hiad no authority to take coguizance of any representation excepting sueh as
proceeded from one of the countries of the Union.

The Committee of the Chamber are greatly obliged for the action you

. have taken in respeet of the above memorial, and I am direeted to tender you

their best thanlks for vour eourtesy and the cousideration vou have shown,
in order to save time, of at onee aceepting the memorial, and placing it on
the same position az those of a like natuwre received from other Chambers
direet, thus insuring its receiving attentive consideration at the hands of your
department.—1I am, S

. IIENDERHON, Secretary.
The Scerctary, Gexepal Post Oreice,

LLoxbox.

Sunday Cargo-Working Ordinance. Exemption
of certain Mail Steamers.

((Seeretary of State to Governor. )
Hoxarox. DowSING STRELT,
o 90 11th April, 18945,
Sir,—1 bave the hounounr to acknowledge the receipt of your despateh
‘No. 9 of Tth Jannary last forwarding further correspondence with the
Chamber of Commerce regarding the temporary exemption of ecrtain mail
steamers from the provisions of the Sunday Cargo-Working Ordinance.

It appears from the report cnclosed in your despatch No. 7 of 9th
January, 1894, that only 4 eases ocenrred in 1893 in which advantage. was
taken of this exemption. 1 have not yet reeeived a similar report as to the
working of the Ordinance in 1894, but unless the exemptions in that
vear were muel more numerous thau in the previous year, I cannot see that
any sufficient reason exists for alteving the regulations on the subject of
31st October, 1893, which were adopted after full consideration. The
exemption was originally suggested at the request of the Peninsular and
Oriental Steam Navigation Company, a3 you were informed in my (lespatch

No. 135 of 31xt Augnst, 1893.

5. I take thisx opportunity of informing you that 1lie mail contracts of
the Messageries Maritimes and the Novth German Lloyil Steamers, existing
at the date of the above mentioned regulations, were to expire in Jduly, 1903
and July, 1900, respectively.  Tn the case of the Messageries Maritimes the
time was extended, by a subscquent supplementary contract to July, 1912,
but the exemption allowed to this Compauy’s stcamers nnder the H(;ugkong

regnlations would, of course, not extend heyond the vear 1903.—1I have, &e
ave, &e.,
R. 1. MEADE, For the Seerctary of State.
Governor Siv Winnian Rowmissoy, K.CM.G.,

§ea e, Se.

Transit Passes and Obstruction to Sale of Goods
at Wuchow.

Wociow-rr, 18h February, 1596,

WA STir =] Haare Docns e e : ’
S, — 1 have been iulormed by 11, M.s Avting Consul at Canuton

dhiat vour Chambor has fiterested itself in reens 5
d 3 sted irsell in rewand to my case against the

Chinese officials here and the Vieeroy ol C: [ i
and the Vieeroy ol Canton for preventing the free sale

of piece-goods and coiton vaen at this port.  For the furcher information of

wr members T heg (o enclose copy of a proclamation on the subject which

TR ™ s Prefoe 3o S i
issued by the Prefect here yesterday althongh dated the previous day.

You will doubtless e able to et a better translation of it than 1 can with

the limited means at my disposil.  Among other things, it savs that Chinese

merchants are allowed o trade with me, hitt as soon as the earea passes iuto
e o S50

wive hands it will be tuxed with lekin: and duty again,  This, of course
! - : Sy : plad

€8 e ma worse position than I was in hefore, s what merehant would

"éi. .. s ; : L . <
“dare to buy from me on theso terihs ¥ The amount of what they would have

ay is not stated. and the wording, I understand, is so areanged that

merehants can be puuizhed in other ways by having earzo sold by me in
0 . Unl & i

‘ : v
16IE posses o 3 A : sle ot iF i HIv z
Cir possession. © All the merchanes look at it in" this licht and decline to

my cargo on any consideration,

1 have claimed all along that, baving paid for and reeeived a Transit

o bring my goods to Wiehow, Tam entitled to get them Janded free
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of all taxes and placed in exactly the swne position as similar goods l:()ll’lil[;;‘
up zié the barrriers and paying the local taxes. Any inland daty alter
landing, which applies to the latter, T think should also be paid by the former,
but nothing differential.

I trust the Chamber will do everyehing in their power to enlores Lreaty
vights i this case, as, il not, there will never again be such strong proof
obtainable, and the Transit Pass guestion, which is vital to DBritish trade, i=
doomed for ever.

T still remain here waiting instvactions from H. MOs Consal at Canton,
— T am, &eo,

JOIIN ANDREW.
To The Seeretary of the Hoxaroxe Caavser or COMMERCE,

HoxGEONG.

HoxeRoNG GENERAL Cavper oF COMMERCE,
Hoxcroxa, 2nd Mareh, 1896,

Sin,—1 have the houour to encloge, for the information of Ilis lix-
celleney the Governor, copy of a letrer reccived from Mr. Jonx ANDREW,
dated Wuchow-fu 18th Februury, ti:gcthcr with eopy ol translation ol a
Proclumation issued by the Prefect of Wuehow on the 17th idem.

In view of the ofticial obstruction to the sale of Mr. ANpREW': cargo
being thus continued, my Committee on Saturday despatehed to the noble
lord the Scerotury tor Foreign Affairs the following telegram:—

“Marquess Sanisprry. London.  Sale goods DBritish werchant
“ AxprEWw obstrueted Woehow-tu, West River.  Chamber
< Commerce curnestly submits ease merits vigoraus aetion.
“ Letter follows.  MoCoxacnig, Chairman.” I have, &e.,
R. CILATTERTON WILCOX, Secretary.
The Honourable J. H. Stewant Lovkasre, Coloaid Seeretary.

IHoxcroxe GexerAnL CiaMper or CoMMERCE.
Hox¢roxg, 2nd Mareh, 1896,

Sii,—Referring again to the case of Mr, Joux ANprew at Wuchow-

fu, T beg in enclose hevewith copy of a letter received from him, dated the

18th ult,, from whicl it will bo seen that the Wuchow anthoritics, while

(9]
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ixsuing a proclamation (cranslation of which iz also enclosed) nowinally
authoriging narive merehauts to trade freely with him, enmplelt-cly :mliif:v
that permission by stating that fedén mel Customs dues will he enforeed on
the goods reaching native hands. ‘

In eonzequence of this communication, my Committee on Saturday des-
patched the following telegram to the Sceverary of State for Foreign A lfavirs —
I have, &e., .

( 8ce aborve letter, |
I have, &e.,
R CHATTERTON WILCOX, Seeretary.
Hix Excelleney W, N, Bearcrers.
H. B. M’s Charyé o Affaires, Peking,
Hoxgroxe Gexcran Cusavier or CoMuencr,
[ToxaroNG, 2nd Mareh. 1896,

Dear Si,—In conzequence of a letter veeeived from Mr, Jous ANDREW

- under date 18th ultimo, enclosing copy of & Proclamation issued by the Pre-

t the previous duy, <o worded as to effestually nullify the ostensible coun-

. & ks . 2
cession made, my Committee on Saturday despatehed the following telegram

~to the Seeretary of State for Foreign Affairs —

Al SN . .
“Marquess Sarseery, London.  Sale goods Dritish merchant
AxprEW  obstrueted  Wuchow-fu, West River.  Chamber
¥ Commerce carnestly =nbmits ease merits vigorous action.

¢ Letter follows,  MeCoxacmir, Chairmuu.”

I have notified Mr. Axprew of the action taken, and beg vou will
kindly have the letter, which I ke the liherty to enciose, forwarded to hinm.
i, &e,
R CHATTERTON WILCOX, Seeretary.

1. D. Fraser, Exq.,
ILB.M s Acting Consul, Canton,

IToxcroNG GeNeral Cinasser or CoMvpRer,
IToxcroxa, 20d Marel, 1896,
Desr Sie,—I beg to acknowledge veeeipt of vour letier of the 18th

aary and of the Prefect’s proclamation, which has been translated for
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My Commitiee, in consequence of the iulormation contained in your
letter, telezraphed on the 29th Febrnary as follows to the Sceretary of State
for Foreign Affairs :—

{ See above letter.)

Trasting that you will soon be relieved from your present irksome
_pozition,—I am, &e,,

R, CHATTERTON WILCOX, Secretwry.

Joux Axprew, s,

Wuehow,

Hozeroxe Gexeral CoiAsMper or CoMMERCE,
| HoxcroNG, 3rd March, 1896.:

My Louzp Marquess,—I had the honour, on bekalf of this Chamber,
‘ to despateh to your Lordship on the 29th ultimo the following telegram:—
i “ Marquess SiavLisprry, London. Sale goods British merchant

“ AxprEw obstructed Wuchow-fu, West River.  Chamber

“ Commeree carnestly submits case merits vigorous aetion,
» Letter follows.  McCoxacuik, Chairman.”
. Your Lordship will doubtless ere this be in receipt of the particulars
il of thix case from I1I. M.'s Chargé d'Affaives at Peking, and it may now
| it suffice to briefly recapitulate the faets.
(il |"1 i ~ About two months ago, Mr. JoHN ANDREW, a British merchant, left
'M Canton in a native bhoat tull of piece-goods, for which he had taken out =
! transit puss, and proceeded up the West River to Wuchow-fu,  Ou amival
il | there he exhibited his pass to the loeal authorities, and then commenced

“ business, very quickiy disposing of a portion of his carge ro native traders.

The next day, however, these buyers informed Mr. Axprew that they dared

not take delivery of the goods.  They had been intimidated, and said they

authorities.  Representations to the Aeting British Consul at Canton

tollowed, who in turn laid the ease before the Vieeroy, That offieial flacly
denied the intimidation, ot would do nothing to assist the merchant.  'Fhe
case was then earricd to Peking, where presumably Me. Beavernerk's efforts
were suceessful in obtaining some action, for on the 17th ultimo the Prefect

of Wuchow issed a proclamation nominally sanefioning trade with Mr.

R |

could not complete their purchases unless a proclamation were issned by the
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together with copy of Mr. ANDREW’s covering letter of 18th ult.) that not
one of the native traders woull venture to take a single package.

As this case is one in which there is eclear and actual proof of the
‘manuer in which for many vears past the officials of the Two Kwang have
cftectually prevented foreign merchants availing themselves of the privileges
granted hy Art. XXVIIL. of the Treaty of Tientsin, my Committee desire
me to respectfully solicit yonr Lordship’s particular attention to the faets, and
0 exprass a hope that it may influence negotiations for the opening up of
i ~ the West River to forcign trade and steamer navigation.—I have, &e.,

A, McCONACHIE, Chairman.
The Most Noblo T MARQUESS 0F SALISBURY,
Minister of State for Foreign A frairs.

Hoxgrxone GENERAL CnaMprr oF COMMERCE,
Hoxawoxa, 3rd March, 1896.

Sig,—I have the honour to forward, for the information of 1lis

Exeelleney the Governor, copy of a letter addressed by this Chamber to the
noble lord the Secretary of State for Foreign Afairs in coutinuation of the
legram despatched on the 29th ult. in referenco to the case of Mr. Jous
DREW at Wuchow.—I have, &e.,

R. CHATTERTON WILCOX, Secretary.

dJ. H. Stewart Lockuarr, Colonial Secretary.

TELEGRAM.
i From 11 M. Minister, Peking,

* To Chamber of Commerce,

“ Am representing matter to Chinese Government,
“ 21st Jannary, 1896.7

—_—

( Translation.)
OCLAMATION BY CHAXG, PREFECT OF WUCHOW-FU.

The British merchant ANpREw Las lately imported some gocds into

uchow. I [the Piefect] have already examined the same and aliowed
m 10 pass, leaving him [the said merchant] to bargain and trade with our

imnts and people as they please.  The said Fforeign merchant, in conse-

ANDREW, but the document was so worded (translation of same enclosed,
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guenee of some steamers [steam-lunnches] coming from the eawt‘ern prom’;eef«
[Pung] has petitioned fora Prockunation to stop the sume, saying that they
are meant to frighten and put a stop to [trade]. 'But the real facts are that
these steamers have alveady returned to the cast, and did not come beeause
of the European merchant sclling goods here. I have now reeeived a tele-

s from the Governor-General, dires Imﬂ' me to devise wavs and means to
hzwe this watter properly settled. I bave therefore deemed it a fitting

g o, Ll
i i i This is «wtore to inform vou [Chinese
miatter to is<ue this Proclamation.  This is theretore ¢ h I

q i - PR it o o
merehants and people of all elasses] that if you ave desirous of buyving
European goods yon can deal with European merchants as you think fir.

3 an goods ) :

i 3 ‘ hina heing at liberty to
With regard to the paragraph in the treaty about Chin ! el
{ake steps herself to prevent frauds and the like language they have nothing

7 2 . 3 " f o ¥ < ¥
to do with Inropean merchants at all.  The transportation ol goods by
3 5 is ety o people need not. thevefore

European merchants is allowed by treaty, and vor 1' I | | i
suspeet that they are oftending against the law. After the goods have been
transterred to the Clinese merehants then lekin taxes and Customs dues will
youu i B
b chareed necording to regulations, Do not disobey this. A special Procl

tingn.

No. 33 I1.13.M. Constrare,
43, cand. ! »
Canrox, dith Mareh, 1896,
Sl bee to ackuowledme veceipt of your letter of the 21 inztant
3 Enl E

inti i Jeo i -onr Chamber huas sent to the
acquainting me with the telegram which vour

Marquess of SaLispuny.

The Prefect’s proclamation, translation ol which is enclosed, was tele-
eraphed in Chinese to 11 M. s Chargé A" Affuires on the 23nd February, aud
1 remonstranee was adilvessed o the Vieeroy the following day.

Tlie Vieeroy, in & despateh received vesterday, defends the pmclama-tion‘
which he asserts to be in aceordance with the Tsung-li Yamén's instructions.
iz Txeelleney further deelares that, onee transit pass woods have 1'e.m:'hed
the destination mentioned in the pasz and been sold to Chinese, foraigners
enunot interfoere, no matter what dues are levied on them,

This deelaration has been telegraphed to Peking and mpdr.ts will be
forwardod to the Forcien Office, H.M.s Legation, and the IHongkong

(iovernment,

Your letter to Mr. Axprew has been posted to that gentlem, wiy

reports, under date February 29uh, that though the Wuchow delers are 1
friendly, they dare not even warchouse his goods.—1I am, &e.,

} E. AL FRASER, Acting Cousul.
R. Ciatrerron WiLcox, sy, i

; Seeretary, HoxaroNe GENERAL Cusvper or Cosuiiers,

Woenow-re, Lth Marveh, 15896,

Dear Sig,—1 have reeeived your letrer ol Zud iusturt wnld i e

return my best thanks to your Committee for the promptan | poweriul telezram
sent by your Chaivman o Tlee Majesty's Sseretary of Stats for Foreign
A

airs in reference to the detantion of myself and sale of my gools iz

I now beg to inform your Committes that T have reesived o letter from

Acting Consul Tiaser dated Canton, 4th fustant, in which he SiuyEn —

*To my remoustrance against the wording of the Prefeet’s proclattion

“ihe Vieeroy veplied vesterday defending the proclamnation as in aceordane:

“with the instructions ol the Tsung-li Yamén, and asserting that once transit

“pass goods have reached the destination mentioned in the pass aud hoen
“soll to Chinese, the forcign merchunt eannot interlere no mstter wlit

dues ave levied on them,™

* T telegraphed IHis Excelleney’s statements 1o Peking Last nighe aml

wpe that the Vieeroy, to whom L wm pointing out the illegality of auy

Adifferential lev ¥ on transic pasz goods, will be instracted to have o satisfie-

. tory proclamation issued withoug further defay.”

The above goes clearly to prove that the Prefect has been acting all

along under the Viceroy's instruetions, and my case is complete as Lar as docu-

tary evideuce is concerned.  The transit pass question is now brought

0 & distinet head and the matter rests entively with Her Majesty’s Minister

g t-i’ﬁknw whether he will or not insizt upon cwrrving out the treaty.

~ Ltrust rour Committee will continue to give this matter their valunble

ﬂpport—n matter of vital importance to DBritish commeree being at stake.—
. &,.l:.,

JOIIN ANDREAW,
c Cisrterroy Wircox, Esq.

Secretary, Hoxaroxa Guyerar Cusynge or CoMyeERrc,

HoNGRONG,
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) PrKise, 16th February, 1896,

Sir,—I beg to acknowledge the receipt of your letter of the 22nd
January respecting the interference of the Chinese authorities with the sale
of British goods conveyed to Wuchowfu under transit pass.

The question has formed the subject of correspondence and frequent
discussion between myself and the Tsung-li Yamén, and on the 12th instant
T received a written assurance that the Vieeroy at Canton would be instructed
to have a proclamation issucd at Wuehowfu, clearly explaining to the people
that they are at perfect liberty to purchase fransit pass goods. y

I have telegraphed this information to Her Majesty’s Consul at Canton,
and await his report of the result before taking further action in thie matter.

As to the opening of the West River, to which you allude in the
coneluding paragraph of your latrer, I heg to assure you that the question

continues to receive the closest attention. —I am, &e.,

W. BEAUCLERK.

A. McCoxacuig, Esq.,
IToxGEON(G.

Hoxcroxe GENErRaL Cuauper oF COMMERCE,
IToxeroxG, 20th June, 18935,

Sig,—The Committce had the pleasure of addressing you on 25th
October last in reference to Transit Passes, and in counection lherewith
pointed out their iutention to cndeavour, by a series of small experimental
shipments to different interior markets, to test how far, and hy what means,
the protection afforded fo goods in trausitu Ly these passes had been rendered
nugatory by the action of the provineial Authorities in Kwangtung and
Kwangsi.

In replying to the above letter you were good (..llUllU‘h to enter very
fully into the question in your favours of 31st October and 1st November,
and did the Chamber valuable service iu indicating how the proposal could
probably best be carried out.

The Committec much regret they have uow to inform you thaé after
yepeated triuls the scheme as suggested had to be given up, chiefly on
account of the promised co-operation of the Chinese in carrying out the trial
shipments having entirely failed when put to the test. At first the matter

was taken up with some show of interest—in view probably of prospective

profits ; but later the fear of their own officials and the possible consequence

. ;]
however remote, of being mixed up with foreigners in such a venture, sseins
to have taken possession of them and they withdrew.

Thoug succe: i Ty i
ugh unsuccessful in carrying out the proposel scheme of trial ship-

4 4 . .
ments the Committee are not disposed to leave in abevance a question so

vitally important to foreign trade as the right to forward gools into the

interior under transit passes . i
transit passes, awl encouraged by the interest you liave alveady

shewn in this matter venture to again ask your assistance in endeavouring to
o

obtain from the Chinese Government a faithfal folfilment of treaty obliga
7 i ﬁ‘ i
tions.

Some other method better suited to test the defects of the transit pass

svstem than that att v per
SV at attempted may perhaps occur to you, and any suggestion

you may be pleased to make on this point will be much approciated.

Mr. Keswick mentioned his intention of writing to inform vou of the
want of success attending the Chamber’s attempts at trial shipment, but the
Committee ave in doubt as to whether or not he remembered to do <o before
leaving.—I have, &e.,

F. HENDERSON, Seeretary.
7o Byrox Brexax, Esq, C.M.G.
H. B. . Consul, Canion,

( Confidential. )
H. M. Coxsurate,
Caxrox, December 17th, 1595,
Sir,—1 beg to refer you to previous correspondence that has passed
sa\-gcll you and Mr. Consul BrENAN on the subject of transit passes in
the Kwangtung and neighhouring provinces, |

Mr. BReENAN'S suggestion was that by a series of praetical experiments

- the fate of foreign merchandize under transit pass =hould be ascertained :

Iso that data should be obtained shewing by Lhow much the taxes im-

d ou uncertifieated goods exceeded the amount whieh woull be levied

under the transit pass svstem, assuming that system to he working properly

~ Your Chamber was quite willing to make the experiment suggested by
i BrEXAN, but it found diffieulties when it came to carry them out; an:I
though there can be no moral deubt on the subjeet, this Consulate is still
t definite proof cither that certificated gonds receive unfair {reatment




in transitu, or that, after they have parted with their certiticate at  the
journey’s end, they are subjected fo speeial taxes from which wncertifieated
gouds are excmpt.

Mr. Joux Axpiew of Longkong bas given notice ai this Consulate
that he will shortly proceed to Wachow in Kwangsi on busiuess of his own ;
and it has ocenrred to me that his services might be engaged to discover by
personal observation and experience  Low and  where the transit pass
hreaks dowir.

Now that Mr. Breyay has been commissioned to report on British
trade, the moment seems favourable for substantiating our complaints by
eases within our own experieuce 5 and I beg to suggest that vour Chamber
<hould tfake into cousideration the expedieney of turning Mr. ANDREW'S
journey (o advantage.-—I have, &e.

L. H. FRASER, .Acting Consul.

I mark this letter “confidential ® because I have not obtained Mr.

AxpreEW's parmissicn to mention his name.

The Chairman, Hoxeroxe Gexerarl CHAMBER oF COMMERCE.

Hoxckoxe (rExerat CIAMBER OF COMMERCE.
lHoxeruxe, 28rd December, 1843,

Sik,—1 have the pleasure (o acknowledge the reeeipt of your esteemed
communication of 17th instant dealing with trausit passes in the Kwangtung
and neighbonring provineos.

The Committeo of the Chamber learn with much satisfaction from the
above favour that this guestion of such great importance, and one in which
vour predecessors have always evineed n deep inferest, is receiving like
consideration at your hands.

The coutents of your letter Tave been read with much iuterest and will
receive eaveful attention,—1I have, &e,,

A, MeCONACIUE, Fice- Chairman.

15 H. Fraser, Esq.,
1. il Acting Consul, Cunlon,
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Hoxcroxa GENERAL CHAMBER OF COMMERCE,

Hoxeroxa, 17th Janvary, 1896,

Si,—The Committee of the Chamber will esteem it a favour if you
\\:.i.li Kindly furnish them with sueh particulars as it iz in vonr powm: to
supply, of the reported action of the Chinese in the seizure or detention of
goads belonging to Me. Jouy Axorew while on the way to, or after arrival,
at Wuchow, under the protection of transit passes.
| As the present seems a most favowable opportunity ol again agitating
the gquestion of the disregard of transit passes, and the Chamber will no
doubt be expected to act promptly, the Committee will feel greatly obliged
if you cau make it couvenient to favour them with a very cirly reply, giving
full particnlars regarding the diffieultics placed in Mr. ANpreEw's way,—I
have, &e,,

I, HENDERSON., Seeretary.
E. H. Frasee, Lisq., l
Il M. Acting Cousul, Cantfon,

No. {fi’_. H. B. M. CoNsuLATE,
Gaxton, 18th Jauunary, 189G.

Si,—In reply to your letter of 17th instant eoneerning the ease of
E ‘Mr. Joux AxprEw, 1 am able to communicate to vour Committee the
following facts.

! Mr. AxprEW took eertain picee-gocds under transit pass in a native
- wvessel to Wuchow Fu.  On anival there be ealled on the prefeet, showed his

passport from this Consulate, and aunonneed lis purpose of disposing of his

go.  Ou 2nd January he sold a cousiderable part of his goods, delivery (o
1ke place on 3rd.  During the night a Canton lekin launch arvived, carrying
~ also, I Leiieve, two well-known detectives of the Piece-goods Farm here.

y following day buvers informed Mr. ANprEw that they had been

reatened with prosecution if they bought his goods and stated that, withont

official proclamation, they dared not carry out their engagements. The

sers stoutly deny that any intimidation has taken place and refuse to

ler the izsue of a proclamation.
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Mr. ANDREW remains on his junk, most of his servants having fled ;
and no scizure or detention of his cargo has oceurred. The lekin charges,
however, should he wigh to bring his goods back, arec some taels 250, and
no one in Wuchow Fu dare even warehouse his goomfs.

The Chinese-owned steam launch that illegally t)wel Mr. ANDREW’s
junk to Wuchow I'u has been confiscated, and strict orders have been issued
against the hiving of launches to foreigners bound for the West River.—I
have, &c., '

E. H. FRASER, Acting Consul.

The Secretary, HonakoNG GENERAL CHAMBER oF COMMERCE.

HoxerkoNG GENERAL CHaMBer or COMMERCE,
Hoxgroxa, 21st January, 1896.

Sir,—I beg leave to forward for the information of His Excellency the
Governor copy of a lelter received by this Chamber from II. B. M.’s Acting
Consul at Canton in reply to a commnunication addressed to him relative to
the latest case of official ohstruction in Kwangtung in regard to foreign
trade under transit pass.

The information obtained by Mr. Fraser points, it will be seen, to
collusion between the Piece-goods Guild at Canton and the lekin officials,
and while the Viceroy vigorously denies that any intimidation has taken
place he as firmly declines to issue a proclamation to reassure the dealers.
If it be true, as the Acting Counsul believes, that two detectives in the
employ of the Piece-goods Guild left Canton for Wuchow, and, as a sequence,
the buyers of Mr. ANDREW'S eargo were next day afraid to take delivery of
their purchases, it eaunot he doubted that the intimidation existed, the
assurances of the Provineial Government notwithstanding.

In view of the attitude assumed by the Kwangtung (Government on this
and all previous oceasions in connection with the trade uuder transit pass
and the levy of preferential duties on trade, my Committece most strongly
and emmnestly suggest that the only means of securing the above named
treaty 1ights is to press for the immediate opening to foreign trade and
navigation ol the ports of the West River. :

My Commitree, having regard to the urgency of the case, yesterday
telegraphed as follows to H, B. M.'s Chargé 4’ Affaires at Peking :—

** British Minister, Peking.
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# Sale of Bricish goods nuder transit pass interfered with at Wuchow

“TFu Chamber of Commeree earnestly solicits prompt action in

“ matter,

“MceCoxacmrg, Chairman”

Trusting that Ilis Ixcellency the Governor will also take up the ease

and throw the weight of his influence into the xeale to proeure the early

cessation of these interferences with treaty rights,—=I have, &e.,

R, CHATTERTON WILCOX, Secretary.

‘The Honourable J, II. Stewart Lockuarrt, Coloninl Secretary.

Hoxakoxe GExERaL Coayienr or COMMERCE,

Hoxaroxe, 22l January, 1896,

Sir,-=0u the 20th instant, the Committee of this Chamber, regarding

the question before them as one of pressing importance, requested me to

telegraph to you as follows :——

¢ British Minister, Peking.

& Sale of British goods under transit pass interfered with at Wuchow

A - b . .
“Fu Chamber of Commerce eamestly solicits prompt action in

“amatter,

“McCosacine, Chairman.”

To which we this morning received the following telegraphic reply :—

* (*hamber of Commeree, Hongkong,

“ Am representing matter to Chinese Government.

. “ BEAUCLERK.”

My Committee desim me to nxpress their thanks for the promptitnde

The case of Mr. Jorx ANDREW, which has no doubt been laid before

u by H. B. M.’s Acting Consul at Canton, affords, in the opinion of this

imber, one more couvineing proof of the determination of the Kwangtung

cials to so handicap foreign trade with the interior by the imposition of

ssive lekin as to virtually render it impossible. °

1t appears that Mr. ANDREW sold a considerable portion of his goods

Wuchow Fu soon after arrival, but on the following day a lekin steam
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the Piecc-goods Guild ar that eity on bowrd, the huyers deelaved that they

hadl bzen threatened with proseeution and deelined to take delivery of their

purchares from fear of the conxequences unless o proclamation were issued

allowing them to buy the goods. The Kwangtang Government, following
their usual tacties, flatly denied that any intimidation had been used, and
firmly refused to ixsue a proclunation to reassure the readers, at the: game
time consistently ignoring the impediments placed in the way of Mr. ANDREW
by the Wuchow authorities.

My Committee desire me to point out thut the persistent hostility of the

Clovernment of the Two Kwang to the free exercise of the right of trade

with the inferior by menns of transit passex iz of itsell ample justification for
the demand put forwid for the opening of the Waest River to forcign sicam
navigation and teade,  Until that privilege is obtained there is not, in their
opinion, the slightest chanee of treaty rights beaving upon inland tratlie
being even partially excreized in the South of China, and they therefore venture
to rope that the present ineident. will serve to establish that eonvietion in
the minds of Ier Majesty's Government.—-I have, &e.,

A, MeCONACHILE, VFieesChairman.

To is Exeelleney W. N, BEAUCLERK,
1. . Ms Chargé & Affuives, Peking.

Foreicy OQrricr, Marveh Swd, 1896,

Sti—"The Mavquis of Sanissony has received your (elegram of the
29(h ultimo calling attention to the obstruction of the sale of Mr. ANDREW’S
woods at Wuehow T,

I am direeted by His Lovdship to inform yor in reply that the ease ix
being dealt with by the Aecting British Consul at (‘:I.llti'nl., who is in com.
munieation with ITer M:nje;‘,t‘\"s Chargé d”Affaires at Peking on the subject.

Mr. Beavereri has been asked to report the result of the aetion taken
by him in the matters—T am, &e,

T. II. SANDERSON,

The Chairman, Hoxcroxa CnayeeR 01 CoMMERCE,

L6l ]
X.
An Ordinance to protect in certiin cages rights of

property in Telegraph Meszages.

A BILL

ENTITLED

Aw Ordinance to secwre, i coctuin cuszs, the vights of property in tolzgraphic

messages, and to prevent the for jery aad imoropar disclosure of telegrans,

HEREAS it is expedient to sccure, in certaiu eass, the rights of,

property in telegraphic messages, and to prevent Lie forgery and,
improper disclosure of telegrams.

Bo it enacted by the Governor of Hongkong, by and with the advice
and consent of the Legislative Council thereof, us follows: —

1. This Ovdinance may be cited for all purposes as Ths Leleyraphic
Messages Ordinance, 1894, '

2. Whenever any message, transmitted by telegraph from any place

company iv this Colony, for the purpose of publication in any newspaper,

ov by printed cirewlar or otherwise, to any limited number of persous,
members of or subscribers to any such association or company, no person

whether a member of or subseriber to such association or company, or nut
shall, without the consent in writing of such petson, association or company
T}y whom such message shall bave Leen raceived, print or publish in an v

munication such telegraphic wessage, or the substance thercof, or any
extract therefrom until after the expiration of a period of thirty-six hours

m the time of the first publication of such message Ly the persou,
#éé‘?élat.wn or company veceiving the same. Provipep anwavs that sach

protected period shall not extend beyoud forty-eight hours from the time
; < Y 1 1 B s oof e o -

the first receipt in the Colony of such message.  AND PROVIDED FURTHER

be publication of any similar message lawfully received in like manuer
- any other persou, association or company, by such other verson,
ciation or company shall not be deemed or lwken to he a publication
first mentioned message within this Ordinance.

3. If any person print or publish or cause to he printed or published
natter coutrary to the provisions of this Ordinance he shall, upon
iction Defore a Magistrate, be liable to o penalty uct exceeding 109

outside of this Colony, shall Lo received by any person, association oc

newspuper or in any letier or cirenlar, or other printed or written coi-

-
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for the first offence aud to a penalty not exceeding $200 for the second and
every subsequent offence, and in either case in default of payment he
shall be liable to imprisonment not exceeding the seale provided by section
57 of The Magistrates Ordinance (No. 10 of 1890).

4. Every telegraphic message in respect of which ihe protection of this
Ordinance is elaimed shall be published with the heading “By Telegraph,”
and shall state the date and hour of its receipt in the Colony and of its
publication, and such statement shall be primd facie evidence of the times
of the receipt and publication of such message.

5. In any prosecution under this Ordinance the production of any
document which purports to be a telegraphic message duly and regularly
issued by any telegraph office in this Colony on its customary form shall be
primd facie evidence that the message contained therein was received in
this Colony by telegraph, frowm the place therein mentioued to the address
of the person, assoziation or company therein named and was duly delivered
in this Colony to such person, association or company.

6. Every person who forges or wilfully and without due authority
alters o telegram or utters a telegram knowing the same to be forged, or
wilfully and without due authority altered, or who transwmits by telegraph
as a telegram, or utter as a telegram, any message ov comwmunication which
lie knows to be not a telegram, shall, whether he had or had not aun intent
to defraud, be guilty of a misdemeauour, and shall be liable, on summary
conviction, to a fine not exceeding 850, and, on conviction on information

in the Supreme Court, to imprisonment with or without hard labour for a
period not exceeding twelve months.

If any person, being in the employment of a telegraph company as

defined by this section— i

Tmproperly divulges to any person the purport of any telegram; such
person shall be guilty of a misdemeanour and be liable on summary
conviction to a fine not exceeding $100, and on couviction on information
in the Supreme Court to imprisonment, with or without hard labour, for a
term not exceeding one year, or to a fine not exceeding $1,000,

For the purposes of this section the expression “telegram” means a
written or printed message or communication sent to ot delivered at a post
office, or the office of a telegrapl company, for transmission by telegraph,
or delivered by the post office or a telegraph company as & message ov
communication transwmitted by telegraph.
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m N ErR T . Sppe: X
The expression * telegraph company ” meins aly eompauy, corporation
01 persons carrying ! iness of i :
5) : ying on the business of sending telegrams for the public
under whatever authority or i : y
s ¥ or in whatever mwuuer such company, corporation,
ov persons wmay ack or be coustituted.

VK i
Camphor Contracts.
Hoxarose, 20th July, 18935,

Str,—We beg to bring the following matter to the notice of the Goeneral
Chamber of Commerce and to ask its intervention with a view to gelting
this question settled for the future, o
. You are no doubt aware that Formosa camphor has heen a great export
article from Hongkong to Great Britain and to the Continent :m-d that the
business in this article has steadily inereased.  For many yvears past contracts
\'v.ere made between buyers (mostly European aml Pursée~ firms) and seller‘s
.(.Chme:,se) on .t-he basis of a Chinese form, copy of which we beg to enclose
herewith (a) for your guidance. It has been the eustom to supply originally
packed boxes from Formosa weighing between 95 and 105 eatties ne:.t :m:l

up to now uno disputes about the weight have ever arisen.  Of late, hgw’cvep
;?xvtl:g to an cnormous rise bronght about by & powertul syndieate in Lomln:)n: .
which has advanccl the value here by 80 to 90Y, the Chinese repeatedly

tried to palm off boxes containing ouly 63, 70, 75 catties or thereabouts in

: F]F!ﬁlnleut of their old contracts, eausing thereby lots of troubles and heavy
- losses to the buyers who bad sold by weight, /. ¢., por pienl to their clients at
home, : | :

In such instances the boxes were tampered with, wood and lead boxes

i opened and part of the stuff taken out of the boxes, or the hoxes from

tmosa were packed quite differently to what thev used to be formerly
. 7 ¥

at is to say, they were packed considerably sinaller,

B In an action, which Messrs, Sieavssexy & o, recently took neai

- Hiy Kek, the Puisue Judge, Mr. T, Sk 5 Tl M
. ; 3 dge, Mr, L. SErcoMBE SyITH, decided that there was
i 1o br-cae.h of contract on part of iy Kex, who delivered 140 picels in 200
s only instead of about 200 piculs, as the contract provided for 200
s only and not for 200 piculs,
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Any disputes avising out of this conlact o be seitled Ly
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i Formosa camphor will at atl times be subjected to Frequent and violene
. fluctuations, and il the present <ystom is not ehangel the Chinese will cither arbitration in Hongkong, arbitrators to he nominated by the Hongkong
deliver short-weight, or over-weight, boxes aceording (o the stute of the mavket. Chamber of Commerce,
, ‘ ' In a rising market they will supply small boxes of 70 catties m'nhcrcubuut.s, anl :
in a declining market they will supply large boxes of 110 catties ov thereabouts. ey HIEL
In ovder to put a stop to this trickish behaviour on the part of the Chinese

a meeting of firms interested in the eamphor trayle was held on the 10th Clenrance :

instant and a resolution passed by cleven firms represenatel, that from and
after the st August those firms will refuse to make further eontracts on the Payment :
basis of the Chingse Torm and will substitute the same by the form attached

il (8). However, before this form of contract can be put in force the conditions P crer: L

stipulated therein must be duly sanctioned and approvel of hy the Chamber
of Commerec. It is with this end in view that we heg leave to solicit the
prompt intervention of the Chamber in this matter, and we should feel greatly
obliged by vour informing ns whether the Chamber will sanction and ap- }
Hoxcroxg Gexerar CoaMeer or CoMMERCE,
ltoxaroxG, 25th July, 1893

prove of this new form of contract, so that we may notify the firms, who
have agreed to the new basis as per civenlar enclosed (¢).—We are, &e.,

CARLOWITZ & Co.

Dear Sigs,—Reverting fo vour favour of 20th instant, alveady acknow-

| F. Hexnersoy, Esq - ledued, having reference to the purchase of camphor, and in eonnection
| 3 CNDERSON, Lusd],

s i Seerctary, HoNGRONG (GENERAL CHaMpER oF COMMERCE,

lj'(»'.. : J‘C‘., J‘(‘.

~therewith to the diffienlties that have recently arisen through the attempt to

Al

eliver packages deficient in weight, I have now the pleasure to advise vou

€ your letter, together with enclosures, were duly laid before the Committee

1| [ Enclosure (b).]

' Cosrhacy Nos,.

1 the Chamber.

I am directed 1o state, for the information of vour good selves and the

HoxGRONG, i ! 189 signatories ol the doenment dated 18th July binding themselves to the

ion of the contract form therein referred to when purehasing camphor,

The undersienced herewith  eonfirm  having hought of Pl 2 . . o
A 2 L = the Committee have given the conditions of that econtract form their

areful attention, aud they consider it a very fair and reasonable agreement

Messrs.

the undermentioned goods vu condition, as follows i — he entered into between, huyers and sellors of eamphor.

The Committee are pleased to accede to your request by stating tnat

swoposcd new contract form meets with their entire approval.—1 remain,

(lead-lined) Original

v il A ) -1 F. ITENDERSON, Seeretary.
CASES Formosa Camplor containing about oxg picul _ .
nett per box (4. ¢., weight to be uot less than 95 catties ssis. Canvowitz & Co.

and not more thun 1035 caltics average nett per box). Hoxaroxa.
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Preferential Duties granted on Junk-carried cargo.

( Fvtract fram Mr. . Keswick's letter of 25th May, 1805, to Her

Mujesty’s Secretary of State for the Colonies.)

| e — 0

The Chamber of Commerce has also desired me to bring to the notice
of the Government the question of preferential duties accorded to gooids per
native vessels by the Chinsse Authoritics, and the importance of freeing the
Colony from this differential dizability which places forcign-ownel steamars

under a manifest disadvantagze.

DowNING STREET,
31st May, 1893,
Sir,—1 am direeted by the Marquess of Rirox to acknowledge the re-
ceipt of yowr letter of the 25th instant respecting the opening of the West
River to British trade and the preferential duties imposed at Canton in favour
\ of eargos carrvied in junks, A copy has been communicated to the Foreign
Office.—1 am, &c.,
LEDWARD IFFAIRFIELD.

W, Keswick, Iisq.

Braa. o b
Navy League,

(+exEraL Cravper or COMMERCE,

‘ Hoxcrove, 20th August, 18945,

Sit,—1 have the honour to ackuvowledge the receipt of your exteemed

communication of 9th July, and accompanying ducuments, bringing to the

wotice of the Chamber the aims and objects of the Navy League and

| suggesting, if approved of,

ohjeets of the League.

w

action might be taken towards furthering the
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vaturally, it did not oceur to you, when addressing the Chamber of
Commerce in a British Colony, that it would be other than constitutionally
British, but such is really the ease, the Chamber heing a cosmopolitan body,
embracing in its membership several nationalities. Under these circumstances
it will appear evident to you that however much the Navy League may
commend itsclf to the British members individually it is not a question which
the Chamber can deal with as a hodly.

It appeared to the Committee of this Chamber that the most effective
way of dealing with your letter would be to transfer it to the Hongkong
Branch of the China Associntion, which has been dous, and the nneleus of a
local Navy League aiveady formed, of which full particulars will no doubt be
forwarded by Mr. Mrrenerr, Honorary Secretary pro tem.—I have, &e.,

A. McCONACIILE, FVice-Chairman.

Admiral Sir R. Vesey Hayirrox, G.C.B.,
The Navy League, 13, Victoria Street,
Loxpox, S. W,

“ThrE NAvy LEAGUE,”
13, VicroriA STREET,
e Loxpox, 5. W,, 3rd October, 1893,

S1r,—1 am desived by Sir VEsey HamivTox and the Exeeutive Committee
~ of the Navy League to acknowledge the receipt of your letter of Angust 29th
- last,

And I am furthermore direeted to thank you most cordially for your

“action in handing the correspondence to the ITongkong Branch of the China
-~ Association,

It is with the greatest satisfaction that your information as to the

ation of & Branch of the League by that Association is noted, and with
ie most grateful thanks of my Executive Committee,—T am, &e.,

. Wi, CAINS CRUTCHLEY, Seeretary.
A. McConacmir, Esq.,
Vice-Chairman, Hoxaroxe CHAMBER oF COMMERCE,

|
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Goinage of a British Dollar and action taken against
“ Chopping ” of same.

—

Hoxegone GeENErAL CiLAMBER OF COMMERCE,
Hoxckoxag, 23rd April, 18945,

Sir, —The Chamber recently learned with mueh satixfaction that Iler
Majesty’s advisers, doubtiessly acting on the suggestion of the mereantile
communities of [Hongkong and the Straits Settlements, had recommended the
minting of a DBritish dollar which will shortly hecome a legal tender in
hoth places, In conncetion with this subjeet the Committee request you will
bring to the notice of Hix Excolleney the Goverior, who from rhe first
intercsted himself in the suggested eoinage, and who was good euough when
corresponding with the ITome Aurlmmies' to advoeate its adoption, the follow-

ing resolution put forward by Mr. T. Jacgsox, seconded by Mr. G. Suare,

and unanimously adopted at a general meefing of the members of the

Chamber held on 19th instant,

“That this Chamber regards the advent of the British dollar as an oppor-
tanity for placing the currency of this Colony upon a satisfactory footing ;
that as a first step every means shoukd he adopted to protect the new coins
from the foolish practice of chopping and defacing dollars, and that the
Government be requested by the Committee of the Chamber to legizlate in
thiz hehalf.”

It i« exsential that the Dollar should be left perfeetly untrammelled, and
the Committee eamot but vegard with disfavour so retrograde a mensure as
making legal its defacement by the Chinese mode of chopping.” as is reported
to have boen suggested to Her Majesty’s Government. Legislution should be
in the direction of affording to the coin protection against such mutilation,
the effeet of which will he to render it nseless ag a legal tenderin the Straits,
and prevent its currency in Shanghai, where dollars arve largely made use of,

The practice of chopping, which has now nothing to recommend it hut
ol custom, is already becoming. less common amoung the Chinese, and eonld
probably be easily done away with altogether.

The Committee venture fo urge upon His Excellency the expediency of
strongly impressing upon the Home Government the necessity of affording

to the new Dollar complete protection against defacement, and  wonld
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suggest sanetion heing obtained to introduee an Ordinance into the Legisla-

tive Council to make the chopping ol the Dollur a breaeh of the law, as is
the case with the mutilation of the coinage of other countrics.

“As measures direetly opposed to the views hercin expressed may at any
time be initiated it might be well, should the proposal mect with is Kx-
cellency’s approvaly to telegraph home suggesting that no action shoull be

tuken before receipt of written despatehes from the Local Governmoent.—I

have. &e.,

.

I, HENDERSON,

The Honourable J. 11. StEwart Lockuart, Colonial Seeretury.

Necrctary,

Hoxcroxe axp Suancual Baskixg Corrorarios,
HoxeroNG, 22nd April, 1895,

Sir,—I am of opinion that the introduction of the British dollar will

‘afford us an opportunity of cffecting o curreucy reform long needed here, viz.,

doing away with chopped dollars,

Mexicans arc now, and recently have been considerably over their

intrinsic value, (after allowing for a reasonable seigniorage) so that with the

British dollar obtainable in any gunantity at a seigniorage charge of [ per

cent, it is certain that Mexican dollars will gradually disappear from cireula-

tion in longkong and the South of China. The new coin cheaply obtained

will take the place of the old one, i.e., the Mexican dollar,

I most strongly recommend that uo special legislation in favour of ¢hop-

ping be enacted, but that British dollars be declared o legal tender by count

concurrently with Mexican dollars at 7.1.7.

You will have noticed that at the general mecting of the Chanber of

Commerce 1 resolution was unanimously carried agaivst chopping British

‘dollars,  British dollars by count are slightly more valuable than what we

now call currency, viz., 717 tacls for 1,000 chopped dollars, the difference is

burely a quarter of one per cent,, and as L said in the foregoing Mexican

dollars being only obtainable at a price considerably over their value they
o

- will in the course of time disappear and unchopped British dollars will take

;ﬂjbi}'= place.

Some years ago when Mexican dollars were almost always obtainable

~about their Bullion value it would not have heen priudent to write so con-

‘.gﬂcutl\y about their being displaced by the British dollar,  The position is
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now changed, and so long as the Mexican Government charge a scigniorage
of 4] per cent. on Mexican dollars as against au export duty on Bar Silver of
2 per eent., Mexican dollars will be handicapped 14 per ceut. against British
dollars.

1 show this as follows :(—
Mexican Bar Silver 2 per cent. duty, coined into British dollars, at a

seigniorage of 1 per cent., total 3 per cent., as against an export duty of 4%
per cent. upon Mexican dollars (which includes seigniorage).

I am aware that one of my London colleagues advise:d the Treasury that
we v;'ouhl have to put up with the Chinese chopping the British dollars. I
:lm glad to say that I can confidently recommend a different course, o:le. i;hat
will ultimately resule in placing the currency of this Colony on a civilized

footing. T shall do all I ean to Lelp the Goverument in the matter.— Yours
g.

&e.
: T, JACKSON, Chicf Manager.

The ITonourable J. II. STEWART LocKHART, Colonial Secretary.

HoxGkoNG AND SiaxcniAt BANkING CORPORATION,
IoxckoxG, 25th April, 1895,

My DEAR LOCKIART,
Re British Dollars.
With reference to my official letter of 22ud instant, on page 2, lines
13 and 14, I wrote—*¢ the difference is barely a quarter of one per cent,” this

i i g ree thir 5 er
should read—¢ the difference is barely 3'32uds,, three thirty seconds of one p

cent.,?  And is arrived at as follows :— :
1,000 Hongkong currency & weigh ooen 717 Taels.
1,000 British $ will weigh P T BT AR

taking the British $ as 416 grains—the weight

accordingly to our scales,
el 2l i :
of u ven—or a difference of .082 per cent. (09379 is 3/82uds.).—Yours, &e.,

T. JACKSON.
Honourable J. I StEwARrT LoCKIIART.

No. 887 CoLONIAL SECRETARY'S OFrick,
Hoxoxoxe, 26th April, 1895.
Stn,—1 am directed to acknowledge the receipt of your letter of the

: : e i .
9231 iustant relative to the ¢ chopping * of the mew DBritish dollar, and

[71]
B

state for the imformation of the Chamber of Commerce that 1 Cnrther repre-

sentation has been made to the Seeretary of State in the sense of the

resolution” passed at the recent annual meebing of the Chamber, and that

iz Lordship has been requested to communicate his decision in regard

thereto by telegraph.—I have, &e.,

Jo AL STEWART LOCKIART, Colonial Scerctary.

The Secretary, Cuavser or CoMMERCE:

No. 1309.

COLONIAL SECRETARY'S OFFICE,
Hoxcroxg, 19th Juue, 1895,

GeNTLEMEN,—I am directel by the Goverusr to transmit for your

information the cuclosed translation of a telezgram which has been received

from the Secretary of State relative to the chopping of the British dollar,

His Excelleney would be obliged if you would be so good as to consult

‘the result of such consultation,

I enclose for your information a copy of the despateh referred to in the

telegram, with its cnelosures in original, which kindly return at your con-

‘venience.—I have, &e..
J. I STEWART LOCKI‘IART, Colonial Secretary.

Hononrahic A, McCoxAscis,

JACKsoN, Iosq.
T. E. Saxsoym, Ls.

Pranslation of telegram received from the Seerctary of State.

Referring to your despateh 187 inform me after consulting with Banks

Chamber of Comwmerce whether they are quite satisfied that prohibition

opping will not stand in the way of new dollar Leing aceepted by

equally with Mexicans, Do they propuse o prohibit chopping

Xicaus hereafter, important it so, how could vou distinguish between new
d old Mexicans ¥

~ 17th Jane, 1895

together on the points raised in the above telegram, and acquaint him with




Hoxeroxa, 21st June, 1895,

Si,—In reply to your letter of the 19th instant, enclosing a copy of
- telegram received from the Seceretary ol State, we are strongly of opinion

that prohibition of chopping the new Britizh dollars will not stand in the
of their being aceepted by the Chinese equally with Mexicans.

We do not rccommetd any legislation for Mexiean dollars. Clean or

sod Mexican dollars are to-day worth 4} 7 premiam as compared

Wily
v

unchopy
with ehopped coin, so that none have been chopped for a very long time,

indeed our opivion is that the cuztom is eradually dying out.

The Acting Manager of the Chartered Bank, although eoncurring in the
foregoing, prefers leaving his principals in London to express their views
rather than that he shonld express them out Lere.—We have, &e.,

A, McCONACHIE, Vice-Chairinan,
CHavBeER 0F COMMERCE.
1. JACKSON, Chicf Manayer,
Hoxeroxg & SHaNGHAL BANE.

The Honowrable J. II. SrEwaArT LockiART, Colonial Secretary.

Documents relurned.
Copy of His Excelieney’s letter to Lord Rrvox 24ch April.
Chamber of Commeree’s letter 23rd April.

Printed Report Chamber of Commeree Mecting 20th April.
Mr. Jacksox's letters of 22nd and 24th April.

No. 1349. COLONIAL SECRETARY's OFFICE,
dloxcroxa, 24th June, 1895,

GENTLEMEN,—I am dirceted by the Governor to thank vou for your
letter of the 21st instant relative to the chopping of the DBritish dollar, and
to state that yvour views have been embodied in the following telegram which
was sent {o the Scerctary of State to- tl:t\";-

« Banks and Chamber of Commerce are quite satisfied, they do not
propose any legislation with respect to Mexicans,  Chopping gmdunlly dying
out.’—I have, cte., :
J. . STEWART LOCKHARY, Colonial Secretary.
Honourable A, McCoxaciue

and

Tuomas Jacksox, Esq. :

==
-1
(o

—

P

AT, < ' : 3 e
No, 1381, COLONIAT. SECRETARY'S OFRICE,

Hoxaroxe, 29th June, 1893,
GENTLEMEN,~——Relerring to my letter No. 1349 of the 24th iustant, 1 am
directed to inform you that the following further telegram has been received
from the Seeretary of State relative to the chopping of the Dritish dollar :—
“ Act should he introdueed simply making it unlawful to deface or chop
British dollars without adding any penaltics for infringement of law.”’—I
'Im\‘ej.,-&_e., ‘
J. I STEWART LOCKIIART, Coloniul Secretary.
Honourable A. McCoxacui.
T, Jacksox, Esq.

T L. Saxsodr, IEsg.

Hoxcroxa, 1st July, 1895,
Dear Sm,—We beg to acknowledge your letter of the 29th Juue,
advizsing the receipt of a telegram from the Seeretary of State relative 1o the
chopping of the British dollar.
We note that it is proposed to introdnce an Act making it unlawful to

chop or deface British dollars, but without any penalty for infringement

] of law.

Same is quite satisfactory.—We are, &e.,,
A, McCONACIIIE, Iiee Chairman,
Grexeral Cuavpr or CoMMERCE,
T. JACKSON, Chicf Munager,
ToxGKoNG AND SHaxcmar DaNk,

ITon, J. I Stewarr Locknant, Colonial Sceretary.

.2

Inadequate Wharf Accommodation.

Hoxaroxe GENErRAL Cuaverr or COMMERCE,
IoxcroxG, 25th April, 1895.

~ Sik,—I am directed by the Committee to ask vour attention to the

ider-noted rezolution denling with the question of inndequate whart
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aecommodation, unanimously adopted at the annual meeting of the members
of this Chamber held on 19¢h instant, and to request you to be gool enough
to bring the same to the notiez of Ilis Excallency the Governor.
Resolution.

s Inasmuch as the landing, or wharf accommodation recently provided on
the new reclamation is guite inadequate for the requirements of the Colony,
o many steam launches being neecssary for the transaction of the business
of the ghipping community, and others, between ships and shoro, and whereas
it will goon be impossible to use Old Pedder’s Wharl any longer as a landing
place, greater inconvenience will be felt and the danger to small steam ecraft
inercased if more adequate landing accommodation be not provided,—Be it
rosolved that the artention of the Government be called by this Chamber to
the pressing need for inereased landing facilities as near the vieinity of the
Old Pedder’s Wharf as eireumstances will permit.”

The present congested condition of the steam launeh and sampan
traflic, consequent on the works now in progress on the Praya and the
necessary disnse of Pedder's and other wharves, has so crowded the recently
erectad wharf in front of the new sen wall, to which nearly all the traffic
in that neighbonrhood is now diverted, as to render it quitu‘ mnsuitedl to the
increased number of hoats frequenting if.

The want of snficient wharf aceommodation iz not bnly a serious
hindrance to the shipping buginess of the. port which requires constant
communication between the shipping and the shore, but is also a source of
very great danger, and is besides a great inconvenience to a large number of
residents,

In view of the urgeney of the case the Committes hope His Iixcellency
will give the matter his favourable eonsideration and he pleased to give
instructions admitting of immediate stops being taken to provide the muel
needed accommodation, whiel, presumably, would not reyuire to he of a
permanent. nature, and would be available only until such time as that
particular section of the reclamation now under construction is completed,

when other arangements will become necessary.— I have, &e.,
] : I'. HENDERSON, Secretary.

The Ilon. J. 1. StEwart Locxuart, Colonial Seeretary,
' Ilonghong,
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No. 1192, Corox1sl SEcrETARY's OFFICE,
Hoxeroxag, 1st June, 1895,

Sir,—1In reply to your letter of the 25¢th April, T am directed by His
Excellency the Governor to inform vou that the subject of increased wharf
accommodation in the vicinity of Pedder’s Whart has reccived His Excellen-
ey's eareful consideration, and to express a hope that the proposals con-
tained in a letter of this date addressed to Mr. WooLLEY, copy enclosed, will,
under the eirenmstances, prove satisflactory to the members of the Chamber
of Commerce.—I have, &e.,

J. H. STEWART LOCKITART, Colonial Secretary,

F. ITexpersox, Esq., Seerctary,
Cravneir or COMMNERCE.

(Copy.) CorLoNTar, SECRETARY'S OFFICE,

oxaroxa, 1st June, 1895,

Siz,—Adverting to yowr letter of the 13th ultimo sabmitting certain
- proposals for inereasing the wharf accommodation in the vicinity of Pedder’s

Wharf during the construction of the Praya Reclamation works, T am
_;éilh'eeted by His Excelleney the Governor to inform you that arrangemeuts

‘are being made to erect a temporary landing near Ice ITouse Lane and to

ace the platform of the temporary market buildings in such a condition as

B
- fo serve a similar purpose,
His Excelleney regrets that the construction of the piers suggested in

your letter alove referred to is at present impracticable owing to the inter-

ence such struetures, if they are to he of any use to the ecommunity, would
se with the progress of the reclamation work, but it is hoped that by the
of the typhoon secason such works will be sufficiently advanced to

dispose of this objection, in which case a temporary jetty will be erected

roximately to the westerly position proposed by you, viz., in front of
rs. Doveraz Larraix’s office.

I have further to inform you that though everything will be done to
ish on with the construction of the new Pedder’s Wharf and, pending the
npletion of this work, to keep the existing wharf open to traffic as far as
ible, it ix impracticable to erect a temporary pier in this sitnation

=
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owing to the extensive nature’ of the foundations veguired for the new
wharf.—T have, &e.,
J. . STEWART LOCKHART, Colonial Seeretary.

A, WooLLey, Superintendent,
Peninsudar and Oviental Steam Navigation Co.

Chamber’s Representatives at the third Chambers
of Commerce Congress 1896.

Hoxcroxe Grxerin Cusymer or COMMERCE,
' Hoxarox:, 24th July, 1895,

Dear Sig,—On the oceasion of the Congress of Chambers of Commerco
of the Empire held in 1892 you kindly acceded to the request of the Chamber
and beeame its representative at that Congress.

The Chamber has heen invited to participate in the third Congress to
he held in 1896, and the Committee venture to request you will again allow
vourself to be nominated as their representative,

Shonld you gratify the Committee by aceepting this position they will
have pleasure in bringing to your notice such subjeciz a3 may then seem to
thera, in the interests of foreign trade with China, most deserving of being
laid before the Congress.—I am, &e.,

I, ITENDERSON, Secretary.
W. Krswick, Esq.,

London.

3 Lomparp STREET,
Loxsnox, Gth September, 1895,
Deat Sik,—In reply to your favor of 24th July 1 beg to say that
I chall esteem it sn bouour to be again nominaled to represent your Chamber

“at the Congress of the Chamlers of Commeree of the Empire to be held in

1896, and that if appointed 1 shall use every cudeavour to bring to the notice

of the Congress the matters to which your Chamber may desire to havo
attention direeted.—I am, &e., '
W, KESWICK.
L. Hexpersos, Iisq.,
Seeretary, Hoxakong GeNErRAL Cnavper or CoOMMERGE,

IToxGroNG.

HoyekoNg GENERAL CHAMBER oF CoOMMERCE,
Hoxaroxa, 15th October, 1895,

Dear Sir,—I have to acknowledge receipt of your favonr of the Gth
ultimo, in which you are good cnough to aceept the nomination to represent
this Chamber at the Congress of the Chanibers of the Empire to be held in
1896.

I am divceted by my Committee to express their satislaction at such
aceeptance and their convietion that the aims and interests of this Chamber
could not be entrusted to hetter hands,

As you have kindly volunieered to bring to the notice of the Congress
the matters in which this Chamber is specially concerned, it may be useful
1o you to have the principal subjects recapitulated.  These are :—

PrerereNtisL Duriis.

1. The preferentinl dutics gronted by the Haikwan or Chinese
Superintendent of Customs at Canton on exports passed
through his office, thus diverting trade from foreign steamers
to native junks. The Tsung-li Yamén assert, in veply to the
representations of the British Minister, that sueh preferential
treatment is not accorded, that they have gent instructions to
Canton prohibiting it, and they call for proof tliat it has heen
given. The only proof within reach of the Chamber consists
in the reports of the British Consul at Canton and those of
various Commissioners of the Chinese Maritime Customs, who
have frequently had oceasion to refer to it.  The timidity and
sclf-interest of Chinese shippers render it impossible to colleet
actual proof; but the faet that =uch preferential dutics are
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levied by the Haikwan in his competition with the Maritime Loxnoy, Sth Marel, 1896,
Customs, is matter of notoricty and admits of no room for ] Dear Str,—-1 have o acknowledgs your letter of the 280h January, 1
doubt. conveying. an invitation for mz to be appointel as an additional reprcseut;l;
Travsir Passes tive of the Hongkong Chamber of Commerce at the forthecoming Congress . !
2. The difficultics in the way of securing the [ulfilment, in bouth _:foe(;glz't{::tb;:;:n-:z ;‘:;Z“;; i:l:ul; Z.:ipii:; {-l:‘l:l;:;(;tll);a{;lmttn‘c “'llf aﬂ'ut-'d
9 v ok o St 8 L M
China, of the provisions of Art, XXVIIL of the Treaty of . e L R I L your Committec in
| Tientsin. The officials in the Two Kwang provinees espeeially : 2
“: have sueceeded in rendering the Transit Pass system a dead ! - A Go WOOD.
| | letter, and while foreign goods to the value of millions of R. Cisrrerrox ‘Wincox, Esq., Seeretary, : |

i = R ONG (v 1 ol - |
dollars annually ave sent into the interior from the Yangtsze HoN6KoNG GENERAL CuayMBER 0F COMMERCE.

ports, the quantity despatched inland from Canton, Swatow,

and P’aklioi has never been appreeiable.
22, BiLiiter STREET,

Yiraer J - .
Wost River. Loxpow, 13th Mareh, 1896.

3. Having regard to the complete failure to open up any trade Dean Smr,—I am in receipt of your letter of 28th January, which would

have been answered earlicr, but being wrongly addressed, it did not reach
me till the 10th instant.

with the interior of the Southern provinees, this Chamber has

oA .
‘\3|" ' for many years agitated the question of opening the West
|

i g [ .
i River to forcign trade and steam navigation, and arc now T reply to the enquivy by the Commitiee of i Cits ez illlghs

‘me great pleasure fo be nominated to represent the Hougkong General
hambor g ' , 1

Chamber of Commerce at the fortheoming Congress of the Chamber of the

L .

Euwpire in this country.—I amy, &e.,

(i | engaged in new efforts to secure this desired concession.
Toe Bouspartes or HoNcroxa. ©

4, In view of the present negotiations with China to seeuro repa-

L. MACKINTOSH,

ration for the varions outrages on and massacres of missionarics,

e ¥ . y . 3 ‘. ‘1Lcox. INs Yeeretinr
my Committee have joined in representations to the Imperial J.{. C. Wircox, Esq, Seeretury,

Government suggesting such a rectification of the houndaries IoxaroNG Gexenan Ciauper oF CoMMERCE.
of the Colony of Hongkong as will render the port secure from

sudden attack by an enemy, and at the same time will free it
HoxGroxG¢ GENERAL CHAMBER 0F COMMERCE,

- IToxaxoxa, Sth April, 1896,

from the surveillance e\erusml by the Stations of the Chinese .
Customs,

| With the foregoing and many other matters of importance to the welfare _DE'\R VAU “"k"”“_'ledg“' receipt of your favour of the 5th
in whiech you aceept the invitation of my Committee to act as additional
escutative of the Iougkong Chamber of Commerce at the forthcoming

ngress of Chambers of the TFawpire, I

I
}lll. of the Colony you are so well acquainted by past experience that it is

unnecessary to enlarge upon them, and’my Committee confidently leave their

advocacy to you.—I am, &e.,
The Commitese desire to express their great satisfaction at vour decision,

R. CHATTERTON WILCOX, .lcting Secretary.

\ they confidently hoped for, on account of your recent intimate con- '

Witniaym Keswick, Esg., London. i both with the Chamber and the Colony. .




Lan]
S

Tt will probably be decided to call for tenders for a service on the lines

[ 80 ] ,
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It is unneeessary here to recapitulute at any length the subjects of

greatest present intorest to this Chamber, as vou are so well aequainted of .tf:.e. efiating "‘""“":f-a."i‘“]":-’mf‘i and I shafl he glad to learn whether in your
with them, but it would =cem that the opening of the West River, thongh epinion it would Le 1’0'“""1’]9"{“ shorten the stoppages at Hongkong fixed
1o i course of negotiation in London, is still unsettled, while the questions under the present contract. These stoppages, a< you are aware, at present
of trade ‘undcr Transit Passes in South China, of Preferential Duties in itre 24 honrs on the ’"‘"“'m"i ind 25 hours _‘m UiRhomen ot

Cilinn and the proposed extension of the Boundaries of the Colony remain I shonld be glad if you would, as on Jormer veeagions, consult the local
‘hina,

¢ PO L — -
on the tapis, and may come hefore the Congress.—I am, &e.,

; R, CHATTERTON WILCOX, Secretury.

Chamber of Commeree on this point : hut you will no doubt in any easc let h
me know what ix the shortest stoppage vequired for landing and entharking

the mails,

| A, G, Woob, Esq.

The question has heen raised whether the future terminal point of the
. S i Tk el by he Chane- o e L . y 5 o .
| P.S.—At the suggestion of the Committee, I cuclose eopy of the € imperial subsidized mail service with the Far East might not be Hougkong

@ o 3 arv M.’s Minister to China, at A . i i ) "
man’s address to Siv CLAUDE MacDoxasrp, H. B. M.'s Minister C s ~ instead of Shanghai, the arrangements for the convevanee of the mails
; : Ao Seermd Tome ; ittee « th inst. k . ' : T - w
an interview aceorded by His Exeellency to the Committee on the 4th between TTongkong and Shanghai being left to your Office, on this point also
; : . : b s - in IHongkoung. S : i
This speech reviews the position of the questions of the howr in Hongkong I should be glad to rceeive your vemarks,  Of course, for sueh conveyance

of mailx from Euvope your Office would be entitled to a mileage proportion
A similar letier was addressed to Mr. MAGKINTOSIL of the Union sea rates,—1 am, &e.,

5. WAYSON.
it POSTMASTER (GEXERAL,

il :
1‘"1‘ | Postal Arrangements in view of New Contracts.

Hoxaxoxa.

IToxagoxe GENERAL CoaMurr ov COMMERCE,

No. 2280 CoLoNIAT SEerETary’'s OFFICE,

Hoxcroxa, 6th January, 1806,
Hoxckovng, 20th December, 1895,

Sir,—The present serves merely to acknowledge receipt of your

Crir.—1 am dirceted to request that the Chamber of Commerce will be estecmed communication of 20th ultimo and to state that, as the Committee
¥ £y & -

s Covernment with i3 views ints raised are desirous of placi ; il f i s i
1gh to favour this Goverument with its views on the points 5 ~are desirous of placing the points raised in connection with the next Mail

good cnot : e
of a letter from the General Post Office Authorities in

in the enclosed copy Contract before the general bedy of members, some little delay may ocent

~ before your above favour ean be flly replied to.—T have, &e.,

F. HENDERSON, Seerctary.

London.—1 have, &e., |
J. 1L STEWART LOCKIART, Colonial Sccretury.

The Seerctary, CUAMBER OF COMMERCE, wonrable J. II. StEwarrt Lockitart,

Colonicel Seeretary,
Grseral Post OFrICE,
Loxpoy, 25th October, 1895,

IToNGRoNaG,

; Hoxarone GENErRsL CiaMeren or (CoMAMERCE
I . conditions s which the NGRO »
S, —1 beg leave to inform you that the conditions under 3 J

n this country and the East is fo be performed on
et in Jauuary, 1898 arc now under

Hoxcxroxe, 18th January, 1896,
Mail Serviee betwee

the expiration of the existing cont

~ Dear Sigs,—In anticipation of flie expiration of the present Mail

rict ferminating in January, 1898, aml before entering into fresh arrange-

(Tt
| I * conzideration.

(1t

\|i| '%. |

L

i
i

l
u.



ments lor the earringe of Mails to the Far Last after that date the Post
Office Authorities in London have, through the local Government, requested
to he favoured by the Chamber with its views regarding certain points.
Under existing arrangements the stoppages of Mail Steamers at Hong-
kong are fixed at 24 hours for the outward, and 48 hours for the homeward
voyages, the terminal point for the Imperial Subsidised Mail Service being
Shaunghai, and in conneetion therewith the points raized by the Post Offico
Authorities and on which they wish to obtain the views of the Chamber
are i— |
1. Whether it would be possible to shorten the stoppages at Hong-
kong.
9, What is the shortest stoppage required for landing and em-
barking the Mails.
3. Whether the future terminal point of the Imperial Subsidised
Mail Serviee might not be Hongkong instead of Shanghai, the
arrangements for the conveyance of Mails betwoen Hongkong
and: Shanghai being lefr to the disevetion of .the IPostmaster
at Hougkong. :
The successful working of the Mail Service is a question of so much
importance to the Colony that the Committee think it very desirable the
general hody of members should have the opportunity of expressing their
opinions, and request that you will be good enough to- state ou the annexed
form your views on the foregoing points.
Kindly return your answer at vour earliest convenience and oblige,
—TYours, &c.,
F. HENDERSON, Scerctary.

IToxaxong Geseran Coayper or COMMERCE,

1loxcxoxa, 17th January, 1896,

Qin,—In the accompanving correspondence having refercuce to present

Mail Contract, terminating in January 1898, the question is asked by the Post

Office Authoritics, London, in connection with other suggested alterations,

whether the terminal point of the Imperial Subsidized Mail Service to the

Tar Fast might not be made Hongkong instead of Shanghai,

. [ 83]
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Ihe point raised must necessavily be of interest to you, and as it may

not have been otherwise brought to your notice 1 have much pleaswre in

handing you copies of the correspondence above referred to for the information

of your Chamber.—T am, &e.,

F. ITENDERSON, Seeretary.

Drusyoxn ITsvy, Esq.,

Secrctary, CiraMper or CoMMERCE,

SILANGITAL

SUANGUAT GENERAL CusyMiper or CoMMERCE,

Suaxcmar, 7th Febroary, 1896

DEAR Siry—I have to acknowledge the receipt of vour favour of 17th

ultimo enclosing copy of a despateh from the General Post Office, Loundon,

and other correxpondence, from whiel it appears that the British (Government

contemplates the possibility of ITongkong being made in the future the

terminus for the 12, and O, Mail Contraet instead of Shanghai as at present.

- It is of immense importance to Shanghai, which is the ceutre of the enormous

and ever inereasing trade of Novth China, that there should be no delay nor

regularity in tha delivery of mailg, acel therefore in the general interests of

b i i LR e 2 o 1 1
this greut trade the Commirtes of this Chamber emphatieally protest against

St - 3 ey vy ety s e o i e f
*m.)y alteration in the Mail Contrast snzh as the doasmatel from the General

Post Office indieates.—1 am, &e.,

A, . MacEWLEN, Chairoian,

el R -
The Chairman, Cravprr or CoMMERCE,

Hoxcroxa,

[ToxckoNG GGexeEral Cussper or CoMMERCE,

Hoxaroxa, 17th Febraary, 1896,
;S"I[-:.,_-AII\'CI‘('ing to your letter of the 20th December last in reference 1o
. Tmperial Subsidised Mail Servies, asking for an expression of the views
e Chamber as to—
(1) The possibility of shortening the stoppages of the mail steamers
at this port, A
and (2) Whether or not it would be desirable or convenient to r:on_stitui'e
Hongkong the ierminal point of the serviee instead of Shang~

hai,
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my Committeo deemed it advisable to refer these important points to the
members of the Chamber.

I am now instructed to state thai in the opinion of this Chamber it
would he possible to shorten the stoppage homewards to twenty-four hours.
The Chamber are further decidedly of opinion that no ehange <hould be
made in the tevminal poit, not alone in the interests of the eommunities,
but also besause the Freneh and Geerman mail steamers both run divect to
Shanghai,—T have, &e..

R. CIATTERTON WILCOX. Secretary.

The oaouwrable J. II, Stewart Locknuarr, Coloninl Secretary.

i ko

Alteration in hour of departure homeward of French Mail.

i No. 217, CoLONIAL SECRETARY's OFFICE,

IHoxnaxroNG, 3rd February, 1895,

| Sir,—I am directed to invite the opinion of the Chamber of Commerce
| in regard to the new arrangement notified in the attached copy of a letter
i from the Acting Agent for the Messageries Maritimes Company to the
Postmaster General,—1I have, &e.,
i J. U. STEWART LOCKHART, Colonial Sccretary.
The Seerctary. Cravper or COMMERGE,
HoxaroxG, 31st January, 1896,

Sti,— I have the hovour to inform you that the departure of the home-
ward Freneh Mail steamers has been slightly altered and will take place in
the futnre every second Wednesduy at 10 a1, instead of at noon.

This ¢hange will be in foree from the 19th Febrary, <. Culedonien.
—1 i].‘.l\’(‘, Lo,

C. TOURNAIRL, .leting Agent.

Tnw Postvastir GENERAL,

HovukoNG,

[8.")]
gt

Hoxcxose Geseran Conavpser or Conyeres,

Ioxcroxa, Tth February, 1355,

Si,—-1 bug o acknowledge receipt of vour fetter of 3rd instant enelos-

ing copy of one received from the Acting Agant of the Messazeries Maritimes

Company anunouneing an alteration in the howr of the depuctare of the French

Mail steamers, and inviting the Chamber's opinion on the inpeading change.

I am dirvceted by my Commitcer t) state that they are ol opiuion a

change of departure from noon to 10 a.n. would ba very inconvenient, aund

they bope the Messageries Maritimes Company will recousider their decision

in the matter.—I have, &e.,

R. CHATTERTON WILCOX, Szcretary.

The Honowable J. H. Steware Lockuart, Colonial Secretwry.

No. 270. CoroxiarL SecreTary’s OrricE,

Hoxeroxe, 12th February, 1896,

Sir,—With reference to my letter No. 217 of the 3rd instant and to

your reply thercto of the 7th idem, I am directed to transmit for the inform-

~ ation of the Chamber of Commerce the enclosed copy of a further letter from

the Loeal Agent ol the Messageries Maritimes Company relative to the

impending change in the hour of departure of the French mail steamers,

Tlie deeision of the Direetors of the Company will be communicated to

- the Chamber in due course.—I Lave, &e.,
J. Ho STEWART LOCKUHART, Colonial Secretary.

 The Secretury, Cusnper or CoMMERCE.

Hoxaxoxa, T1th Felnvuary, 1896,

Sm,—I beg to acknowledge the receipr of vour letter of yesterday

closing copy of one received trom the Chamber of Commerce regarding the

ation in the honr of the departure of the Freneh mail steamers.

I take note that the Committee of the Chamber of Commerce find the
L will not fall to

Directors know the Chamber's opinion and I will ask then to reconsider

e ol departure from noovn to 10 A1, inconvenient.

decision in the matter if possible.—I have, &e.,
C. TOURNAIRE, Acting Agent,
Honowrable J. H. Stewart Lockiart,

Colonial Scerctury.




il . '
' I oxukoNG GEXErRaL Cinamsenr or CoOMMERCE,
Hoxcrosg, loth February, 1596.

Si,—I beg 1o acknowledge receipt of your letter of the 12¢h inst.
transmitting for the information of this Chamber copy of a further letter
from the Acting Agent of the Messageries Maritimes Co. relative to the
impending change in the hour of departure of the French mail steamers, and
i‘l“ ‘ to thank you for your courtesy in the matter.—1L have, &e.,

”' R. CHATTERTON WILCOX, Secretary.

The Hon, J. 1. Stewart Lockuary, Colonial Scerelary.

COLONIAL SECRETARY'S OFFICE,
Hoxckoxa, 27th April, 1896,

Sip,—With reference to previeus correspondence, I am direeted to
transmit, for the information of the Chamber of Commerce, the cnclosed
copy of a letter from the Acting Agent ol the Messageries Maritimes
| "‘ Company stating  that from the 29th instant the homeward French Mail
packet will leave at noot instead of at 10 A as ak present.—1 have, &e.,

J. . STEWART LOCKITART, Colonial Seceretury.
i ‘ ! The Secretwry, CHAMBER 0F COMMERCE,
l ] i ., §e., &c.
,“-TFI ‘ Ioscroxa, 27th April, 1896,

St —Leferring to my letter of the 11th February, No. 357, I have the
honour to inform you that this Compau}:'s Divectors have reconsidered their
decision regarding the departare from Hongkong of the homeward French
Mail steamers.,

A telegram veecived yesterday advised me that, aceording to the wishes
of Ilis Fxeclleney the Governor and the Committee of the Chamber of
Commerce, they reverted to the former hour, and our steamers will, in future,
leave this at noon on Wednesday instead of 10 a.. ;

The departure of the S.8, Yarra will, consequently, be fixed at noon on
Wednesday next.—I have, &e., )
(. TOURNAIRE, Acting Agent.
The Hon. J. 11. Stewart Lockuanr, Colonial Seeretary,

Horskoxs.

~established at this port for the purpose of the gencral advancement of trade,

Cand also the safeguarding of mereantile intevests.

[57 )
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Hoxeroxe Gexerar Ciaveer or CoMyines,
Hoxckoxa, 20t Apil, 1896.

Sir,—I beg to acknowledge receipt of your favour of the 27th iustant
cuelosing copy of a letter from the Aeting Agent of the Compagnie des
Messageries Maritimes, stating that from the 29th instant the homeward
._Ffellﬂh Mail packets would leave at noon instead of at 10 aae, the houwr
latterly fixed for their departure.

My Committee desive to express their great satisfaction at the change,
and their upprreciati-uu of the prompt and eourtcous recognition of the wishes
of the Chamber and community shown Ly the Dircetors and Acting Agent
of the Messageries Marithmes Co. in so readily reverting to the former hour
of despateh of the homeward mails.—I have, &e.,

t. CHATTERTON WILCOX, Scerctary.

To Hon. J. IL. Srewarr Locknarr, Colonial Sceretary.

Chinkiang Chamber of Commerce.

Cumxkiaxa, 7th February, 1896.

Deanr Sig,—L beg to inform you that a Chamber of Commerce has heen

“The office-bearers for the current, venr are i—

Me. E.Stankey, Chaivman, and Mr. 1% K., GREGRON, Honorary Sceretary.
Lhe members desire to express their willinguess to co-operate with your
5 to the mutual advantage of hoth Chambers, and T shall be glad to
learn that this is agreeable.—I am, &e..

F. GREGSON, Ion, Secretary
‘_FBNDER.‘F(}N, Lsq.,
ZSccretm;y, Coamser or COMMERCE,

Hoxcroxa.
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Houscrose Gexeran Cravper oF COMMERCE,
Hoxckona, 1ath February, 1896.

Dear Sik,—L have to acknowledge vour letter of the 7th inst. announ-
cing the establizhment of a Chamber of Commeree at Chinkiang to promote
the trade and =afeguard the mercantile interests of the settlement.

Thix Chamber learns with satisfaetion that this important step has been

taken, and will bo glad to co-operate with the new Chinkiang Chamber ab

all times in matters affceting their mutual interests or toadvance the interests

of forcign trade in China generally.—T am, &e.,

R. CHATTERTON WILCOX, Secretary.

. K. Grecsox, Lsq.,
Hon. Secretary, CHINKIAXG CHAMBER OF COMMERGE.

AYA
Telegraph Rates.

o TE e
Tir Loxpony Crnavper or COMMERCE,
Loxpox, E.C.
29tIc August, 18035,

Dear Sik—The atiention of thix Chamber and of its East India &
China Trade Seetion having been called to the question of the cost of
telegrams between this country, India and the East, and to the desirability

of existing tariffs being reduced, I am direeted to communicate with your

Chamber on the matter.
In the opinion of the London, Liverpool, Madras and Bengal (Caleutta)

Chambers of Commerce the present rales are very high, while there has

Dbeen little reduction per word in the charge for Indian messages for the past

twenty vears. [t ix submitted that the lines could earey anuch larger num-
ber of messages than they do at present and that o reduction of the tarifls
would assuredly be [ollowed by a considerable inerease in the traffie. It is
further contended that the Telegraph Companies concerned ave in a sufficient-
ly strong position, financially and otherwise, were they so disposcd, to under-
take the risk of a possible loss of revenue wunder redieed rates, but the large

inerease of traflic which may be confidently expeeted, would ultimately more

than reconp them for any concessions made.

r80 ]

v

I recent years reductions have been made in the rares for telograms

hetween this country and Anstralia and other countries with the result that

the increase in trafiie followi vadnet L .
e in traffic following the reduction hag, it is believed, been satis-

1 1 X = i
factory to the Companies. Again, {aceording to the Madras Chamber) on

the reduction of the minimum chargeable for messages hotween Europe and

. . - ¥
India. in 1876 from fen words fo one word, a congiderable inerease in the

tratlic took place.

= v 9 H 4 ] o 3 2
In view of the Infernational Telegraph Conference to be held next year,

I am to invi r0-operati ¢ ; s
. ite the co-operation of vour Chamber in sueh measures as may

‘be found desirable to seeure an adequate reduction in the rates,

Awaiting the favour of your carly reply,—I am, &e.,

KENRIC B. MURRAY, Secretary.

Hoxcroxe GENERATL CuaMirer or (COMMERCE,
IMoxeroxg, 23rd Oectober, 1895,

Dear Sir,—I have to acknowledge vour favour of the 29th August
=]

calling attention to the cost of telegrams between the United Kingdom, India,

and the East, and to the desirability of existing tariffs being reduced.

Y

My Committee fully coneur in the opinion held by your Chamber, and

ose of Liverpool, Madras, and Caleutta, that the present rates are very

high and that the Telegraph Companies might safely make a reduction in

the tariff without experiencing the loss of revenue they seem to apprehend
- A ¥

4 Jinasmuch as the increased traflic would at once undoubtedly go far to balance

any temporary decline in receipts that might take place, and would ultimately

re than recoup them.

T : :
Lhis Chamber is therefore ready to co-operate with your Chamber in

iy monsures that may be found desirable to influence the International

iy 1 A A T
egraph Clonference to be held next year, to bring about a reduction in the

tEe

<, ;
My Commiitee will he glad to hear from you what specific form of

- :
action you would like them fo take, so as o assist the attainment of the

et in view.—I am, &e.,
R, CIHTATTERTON WILCOX, .cting Secrctary.

e B Munray, Esq,

Seeretary, Loxvox Coavner or Coxmerce (lacorporated).
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Tie Loxpox Cuaymeper or CoMMERCE,
Loxpox, E.C.
24th Jannary, 1896.

Dear Sii,—Referring to my eirveular letter of the 29th August last and

gecived in rvesponse thereto, this subject has ngain been

to the replies r
ast India & China Trade Section of thiz= Chamber who

considered hy the T
after congiderable disenssion are inclined to the opinion thatno practical good
is likely to rexult from an appeal to he Government or to the Telegraph

Companics al the present time.:
1 am directed to say that in their view the object desired would be more
likely to he sccomplizhed if the several Colonial Giovermments in question

would adopt the course which hins been adopted with suceess by the

Governments of Australia and South Afriea, and give a guarantee to the
Telegraph Companics to make good any loss of revenne which they might
sustain in the event of their making a rednetion in their turift,

My Committee will therefore be glad it your Chamber will kindly
consider this view of the question and it approved will place it before yonr
Government in order to ascertain whether they would be dizposed, in the

intercsts of trade, to give the nevessary guarantee (o the Telegraph Com-

panies, and to use their best endeavours to effect a redduction on this hasis.

Awaiting your reply.—I am, &
KENRIC B. MURRAY, Secretary.

The Seeretary, CiaMBeR or COMMERCE,

IToxgroxa, CurNa.

At the ordinary mecting of the Manchester Chamber of Commeree held
on the 13th November, the following matters relating to the Far East came
up for consideration :— :

Telegraph Charges to the TFar Fast.—In view of the International
Telegraph Conferenee to be Tield next venr ut Buda-Pesth, the India, China,

and Colonial Committee had had under eonsideration the hizh charges at

present levied by the telegraph companies for messages hetween Great Britain

and Indis and the Far East. Tollowing up provious representations from
it had been agreed that a letter should be addressed to the

this Chamber,
fluence should be used in favour of offecting

Government asking that its in
reduction of the present rates.  The Board approved this course.

[ o1 ]
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Tie Naroxar Baxk or Cniva, Livirep,

IIEAD OFrice.
IToxaroxG, 30th Deecember, 1895,

Dear Sin,—With ref : : ton i ]
. ferenee to the recent reduction in telegraphic rates

Vetween Furope an :
surope and Hongkong to $2, I beg to sazgest that yonr Committee

should endeavour ro procure a reduction in the rate per word Letween Iero

and Yokohama ; AT . ) %
;5 the charge is only 20 cents a word to Shanghai and the

cost for the land line from Nagasaki mitst be small, as I think I am correct

in stating that, about 10 words go for a dollar in Japan. thercfore the bulk of

ey 3 by 5 s .
the present charge of 81.40 is practically for the short cable connectinn

between Shanghai and Nagasaki—-Yours, &e
< 1 Btk

Gro. W. I" PLAYVFAIR, Chief Manager.

The Secretary, CuaMrer or COMMERCE,

Hoxcroxe Gexerat Craxprr or CoMMERCE,

Hoxerova, 6th March, 1895,

DEar Sir,—The questi f : ! { i
s [uestion of the rates charged for telegraphing between

s port and Japan, the Straits Setrlements, and India has for some time

ipied the attention of this Chamber,  The rates seem to my Committee

‘excessive and to eonstitute a serions burden on trule, tending to restriet its

natural expansion in some direetions,

‘The rate to Nagasaki mee is ; ;
o to Nagasaki from henee is 1,26, to other ports of dapan 21.40,

oy oy e ' o i
ud to Penang $1.80 per word as compared with £2,00 per word to European

L. o ‘x7 v i
countries,  When it is considered that the messazes to the first named places

. AS5 - 1 + e ke ) - 2
pass only over the Companies’ eables (with the exception of some small

payment to Japanese lanid lings in the ease of thar country), while those

ingly apparent,

"A fulthel LUln] Arson 1y he l}llfl‘] in the ease o .Sh‘ (li H 1 €18
A LS mi 5 il 140 1e rafe to

h port is ounly 20 eents per word. 'This tariff is the resuli of the

petition between the Companies” eables and Chinese land lines,  Yet the

ancz to Nagasalki, to which $1.26 per word iz eharzed, is not more than

niles ereater than that to Shanghai,
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My Committse are of opinion that these rates might be materially

' modified without impairing the earning power of your Comj anizs, or in any

way pressing unduly upon them. A reduetion in rates would probably be

il attended by such an inerease in business as would prevent any falling off in
receipts.

I am alzo instrueted to call attention to the rates to Evrope, which my
Committee think are s1ill too high, notwithstanding the reduction recently
made.

Trusting that these representations will meet with favourable considera-
tiolh from yonr Companies,—1 am, &eo.,
|‘I \j |”,, R. CHATTERTON WILCOX, Seeretary.

| ||‘|‘|u ‘l' |
i m| |
‘.||||“

| ‘ “H

Aecting Superintendent,
Eastiny Exrenston, Ausrranasia axp Cimina Trreersei, Co, Lo,
GrEAT NorruHeERN TrrLecerara Co.

' It j‘ To L. WenstER, Esq,
il

I'\H ”

| l\.ﬂ\'-"

' i \”l 1,: "'\U"

Tar Eastery Exrexsioy Avsrrarasia & Ciina
TeLecrarit Conraxy, L.
Tux Grear NorTHERN TELEGRATH

‘I‘ Company oF COPENHAGEN.

”“l
to state that the matter will have due consideration—I am, &c.,
i L. WEBSTER, Aeting Manager in China,

_ Hoxcroxe Station, 9th March, 1896,

Drar Sim,—I beg to acknowledge reccipt of your letter of the 6th

instant regarding the telegraphic rates charged Ly the above Companies, and

The Secretary, CuadpER oF COMMERCE,
IloNGEONG.

1oxcroxG Gexeral CHAMBER oF COMMERCE,
Honeroxag, 8th April, 1896,

Desr Sig—1 beg to acknowledge receipt of your letter of the 24th

January in which you state that after considerable discussion the East India
and China Section of yvour Chamber are inclined to the opinion that no prac-
tical good is likely to 1esult from an appeal to the Goverumeut or to the

Telegraph Companies for a reducticn in rates at the present time. Your

il ]

W
Committee therefore recommend that the eourss adopteld lw the Governments
of Australia and South Africa, namely, to give a gaarantes to the Telograph
Companies to make good any loss of revenue which they might saffer in the
event of their making a reduction in their tarilf, might be followed hors.
My Committee have carefully considered this proposal, but cannot soe
their way to adopt it.  The ecirenmstances of the Colonies in Eastern Asia

are so wholly different from those of Australia, anil the funds ag the disposal

of the loeal Government so limited, that it would b2 us:less to anproach them
ou the subjeet,

% s
Further representations havs, howaver, heen adlressel to the Telegraph

Companies, more particular cith ref ;; :

Jomp . move partieularly with reference to the rates chargel henee to

Japan and the Straits Settlemonts, and my Committee are in hopes that

some reduction on these rates will he conee led.

With apulogics for delay in replying fo your lase lett2r,—-1 am, &e.,

R. CIHATTERTON WILCOX, Seeretary.

To Kexnie B. Murray, Esq., Seeretary,

Loxpox Coauser or COMMERCE.

Tie Basrery Exresston Avstrarnasta & Crina
TeLeerari Cosrany, Lo,
Tue Great NorTHERN TELRGRAPH
Coyrany or COPENHAGEN,
Hoxckoxa Sratiox, 2nd May, 1896.

Sir,—With referenee o previous correspondence, T am pleased (o inform

you that the guestion of reduction of loeal tarifis has been for a long timo
o

ider eonsideration, and that a decizion has been eame to which will involve

msiderable reductions of rates on eertain loeal traflie, alfecting at preseut

conly the cable system South of Ilongkong: and it is hoped that later the

5 P, . ; ;
same principle may be coxtended (o certain classes of loeal traffie affocting
T

v Telegraph Adminiztrations with whom negotintions are now procecding.
I shall address the Chamber further when fuller details are t(; h:m:i.
ours, &c., : |
. _ J. M. BECK,

Loy Manager in Chine,
T A&

o - s -
. C. Wincox, Tisq., Seerctary, Iloxaxkoxe CHAMBER 0F COMMERCE

elegraple Compuny.
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The Coolie Strike,

PUBLIC MEBETING IN THE CITY IHALL.

( Betract from the © Daily Press™ of 20th Mwrch, 1593.)

Yesterday afternoon a public meeting convened by the Chamber of
| Commorcs was held at the City Hall to consider the crisis caused by the
The Hon. J. J. KeswIck was una-

coolie strike. The room was crowded.

| nimously voted to the chair.

The Crateman—As you have seea from the notice, this is a moot-
ing called Ly requust of those who arc interested in the employment of
labour in the colony. It is not, I assume, the wish of any eentleman here
present either by word or act to say or cause to be done anything which

: will in any respect weaken the hauds of the Government as against the

il | . . . - X _' 1 I
li| strong combination on the part of the lubourers which is now taking place.

(Applause.) There can be no question that it is’an excoedingly grave
oceurrence which is at the present tims taking place, as it is impossible to
say how it may end, and the daily losses are extensive. I think that every-
one who may address the weeting will be ansious to make suggestions as to
what steps shoald be taken to provide labour in the face of the position of
the labourers properly belonging to the colony. I therefore hope that
all speakers will moderate, as far as possible, their remarks in order to
strengthen the hands of the Government and weaken the hands of the
combination. (Applause)) I may remark that it is a singular thing that
these labourers who are now on strike are absolutely unaware of why they
| have taken this stand. As a matter of fact they have been misled entirely
by the head men and other persons who are on strike without the smallest
knowledge of what they want.

Mr. B, Mackinrosu—There is no doubt that the present oceasion
is a very orave one is the history of the colony ; I may say, as far as the
money making intcrests arc concerned, far graver than the plague we
passed through last year. The combination that we have to mect and
which some consider is weak is, I am afraid, particularly strong. These
men have really no grievance. If they are properly tackled, if they are ex-
amined as to the various causes which caused them to kuock off work, they
will Le found to Lave abselutely no answer. Dub there is at the back of

il u, ‘|
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these men the guilds.  These ave the people—the strings—that are work-

ing the whole concern, and as long as we have guilds in this col ony which

are not supervised or in auy way regulated by the Government we shall

iave a recurrence of these disasters.  (Applause.) I am uot prepared to

censure the Government. I'he Government's proposition is a reasonable

oue, and is for the benefit of the coolies themselves.,  But the Governmont

Liad not grasped the subject. T aw nob speakivcg of the unofficial members

of the Council—and T do not say they are wrong. [ thiuk they were right

from a philanthropic point, as the coolies are huddled and erowded together

in a most shameful fashion in their dwellings.  But they Lave been acens-

tomed to this for vears, and I do not thik the colony is worse off in its

overcrowding than it was 20 yeurs ago. L do pot want to Linder the

Government, but I want to see how we are going to cope with the ditfculty.

We are in a trouble now which will shake the foundations of the eolony

unless it is met. There is only ont way of meeting this combination, and

that is by combination. Ave yon prepared to combine against this Chinese

combination or are you uot? It must not be a half-hearted combination,

which you may stick to to-day and throw away to-morrow. It wmnst per-

meate the whole colony. TUnless vou do that vou had far bebter retirve

from the stroggle. {(Applause.) Unless we take steps to combat this

evil—steps that shall be powerful cnouzh to hreak onte for all this scries

_i'qf_--str.ikes which the colony has been subjected to during the last ten ov

Awenty rears—we may as well give up onr profession here.
Mr. D.
~ remarks that have fullen from the Chatrman and My

(Applause.)

Giruius-—1 have listened with very orveat iuferest to the
There

can be no (uestion that this is a very serious time that the colony is passing

MackINTOSH.

~ through at present, hut whether the line of procedure that has just heen
; Tt is
s better that we sbould look a little further into the matier, and see

e to us by Mr. MackinNTosH is a proper one is questionable.

revenue by taxing them, by pulting on them a poll tax and by taxing

em in various other ways, and T think if these mabters were properly

plained to the Chinese and their wishes obtained as to what they would
To-day I had a
sation with soveral of the head men who were at the Docks, and so

we should arrive at some satisfnctory settlement.
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far as they are concerned they have no grievance, but they say they are
afraid of the coolies in Hongkong, and if they continue to work their lives
may be in danger. There is no doubt that they wish to help the people in
‘Hongkong, but at the same time they do not wish to lose their employment
at the Docks. T questioned them as far as I could to find out what it was
they would like the Company to do in order that they might not go out on
strike. They said they had no grievance and nothing they wished to
receive from the Company. They are on a different footing from the
coolies in Hongkong, as the Lodging House Act does not affect them, as
the Docks are not in Hongkong, so they dil not feel its provisions so
acutely as the coolies in this place. I would suggest for the consideration
of this meeting that a Committee be appointed to meut a represontative
Committee appointed by the Chinese and see whab the grievance is and if
it canuot Le richted, T think the Chinese are not unreasonable, In many
cases they are stupid and ignorant, but ‘when the true facts of the case
are laid hefore them I have no doubt they will willingly accept sowe little
advice and do what is wanted.  (Applause.)

Hon, R. M. Rumsay.—I must ask the meeting in the first plice to
accept my remarks with a certain amount of allowance. Tam in an official
position, but as this is a public meeting T have tuken the opportunity of
appearing at it, because this is a matter in which it might he considered—
and I think rightly in my opinion—that I might have some intevest, and I
have a very great intevest in it. T did not happen to be here when the
meeting opencd, but T heard a few remarks that were passed, and the con-
clusion I came to was that in the opinion of the speaker the Government
was at faalt.  Well, as I commenced by saying I have no basiness to be
here in an official capacity, and it may be that I shall have to answer to
my superiors for having the audacity to address this meeting at all; but T
hope that those who are here will understand that L heg them to allow me
to address them in an anofficial capacity —if T can be in the colony in an
unofficial capacity. {Applause.) There is no question that the position
of affairs in the colony must be a very grave one, but I think it is havdly
faiv that by-issues should be hrought into the question as to what the idea
of the Government is in attempting to enforce the law relating to the
licensing of lodzing houses. T do not think that has anything to do with
the question. Weare all agreed the coolies Liave no real grievance. There
is somcﬂﬁng holow this, Mr. Chairman and gentlemen, T say the people

Bithere are many difficnlties in the way, especially at the present time, but
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we wish to et hold of are the influentinl Chinamen of whom we have
heard a good deal, But when the time comes when they can be of some
practical assistance to the Government, where are they.  (Hear, bear, and
applause.) Business men in this place kuow far more about the matter
than I do, but T would say, make a suggestion to the Government. No.
suggestion bas been wade at this meeting that T know of, and if you will
permit me I suggest that there should he an importation of coolies-—coolies
who could come down here—and why not get 1,000 or 2,000— whatever
number misht be required—and aslk the Government to find aceommoda-
tim and protection for them whilst they ave here. Half the number that
came down here could be taken from ship to ship by those who have ships
constantly in nse and the remainder might be housed by arvrangement, and
allowed out by the Government, - It is no good sitting down and saying
<Ol the Government arve o poor lot.”  (Langhter.)  Weil, perhaps they
are, bt give them some practical sngoestion. Praetieal men, practical
5ug’gestiou. Lt us @0 to the Government and hear what they have to say
about it.

Mr. Dopwern—I am clad to hear what Captain Ruwmsey has
brought our attention to. The Government can do more than we as indi-
viduals., As Mr. MackinrosH said, we must have a strong combination
to meet a strong combination. If the Government can be persuaded to
import labour, those who are ewployers of labour will be expected to
guarantee to take their labour from the Government at certain fised rates.
But if this strike is affecting the colony surely it is the celony that should
pay for it and not individuals. Most of us are agents only and not prinei-
pals. We are working for other people, and for other peoples’ ships, and
very few of us for our own property, and I think the loss which would
otherwise fall on us individually should really fall on the colony. The
coolies are not working our ships or carrying our cargo and this will be a
great loss to the colony. Shipowners will avoid the place, and therefore
we must do everything we can to get coolies to take the place of the coolies
now on strike. There are many places from which coolies can be got, but
the trouble is there would be great delay. We want to get them quickly,
‘he strike has been on four days now and it would certainly be & week or
ten days before we could get relief from auy other parts. My own opinion

~ is that Japan is the best place to apply to for immediate help. I know
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it seems to mo that to bring Chinese here weunld ouly be putting off the
evil day. If we bring Japanese here the Chinese will see that we can do
without them. As to what should be done to prevent a recurrence of this,
I do vot advoeate Japanese labour Leing here permanently, but T think
Indian labour would be very useful here. It would be of very great
service to the colony to have two or three thousand Indian labouvers here
should we at any time be involved in war. We know in that case the
Chinese would not help us, but the Iudians would be of vital assistance to
our army and navy. The question now is whether all the employers of
labour would be prepaved to promise that the whole of the labour they
required should be taken from the Government importations. If there was
a guarantee given to the Government surely they might then telegraph for
labour. I helieve that if the Chinese know that the Government is tele-
graphing for Iabour you will very soou see a different state of affairs.
(Applauge.)

Mr. GrANVILLE Snarp—I think we are very much indebted to the
Government, to the military, and to the police for the measures they have
taken at this crisis. There is no doubt whatever that it was the best thing
that could possibly be done, and it has been very well done. The fall in
the temperature of 10 degrees within the last 24 hours has heen greatly in
our favour. Europeans can work at 65 degrees Fahrenheit s at 75, at which
the temperature was the day before yosterday, they found it very laborious
work. At 85 it will be simply impossible to work., Fuvopeans cannot do
physical work in the summer in Hougkong, and therefore, however satis-
factory the present position may be, it capnot be permanent. In England
strikes continune. There is no law against strikes. T think onr condition
in Honglkong is a little different. The Chinese labourers here do not belong
to the British vationality. They are here by invitation and by favour,
and therefore I think theve might be some slight difference in the way
offences arve regarded. The offence of striking might be treated in
Hongkoung differently from striking in Londoa. DBatin England, at any
rate, the Government has sef its foot most firmly upon the subject of
intimidation and viclence, and if the position had been fully realised on
Saturday when the coolic was caught red-banded in the violent treatment
of another coolie, when he struck and knocked his baskets off his shoulder,
and threw the hbamboo into the sen, I think the case might have been treated

differently from what it was. I regard, sir, the punishment that was
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inflicted, which no donbt was preseribed by Ordinance, as an absolute favour
to put upon a recalcitrant coolie, who will go to Gaol to have one quarter of
the worl and double the “chow™ to which he has been accustomed. This
can be regarded as no deterrent punishment at all. (Applaunse.) T am
afraid there is no justification for the Magistrate having acted otherwise, but
if he had been empowered -—and perliaps it might be desirable to obtain some
powers—if he had been empowered to have ordered the coolie to he caned
with his clothes off, as we in school used to be caned with our clothes on—
(laughter)—given 29 strokes, and then sent into the street showing his
blue and red back, I believe the strike would Liave been at an end. Much
time has been lost. I am very thankful that the Harbour Master, Captain
Rumsey, has said what has been on my mind for many years, namely, that
the leading Chinese, the men of wealth, the men of standing in this place,
are answerable for a great deal of our trouble here. (Applause.) Asiatics
do not love Englishmen except when they are strong, and as long as they
are strong and no longer. Eunglishmen love the weak; the Chinese love
the strong, and I think it would be a very mistaken attitude for us to adopt
in the present emergency to consult with the Chinese at all. (Applause.)
I think it would be undesirable to import a number of Japanese at the
present time, and especially under our recent enlightenment with regard
to Japanese. Japanese are Asiatics, and I do not think the Japanese are
very fond of us. Then it has been suggested that Indians should be enga-
ged, but the fact is that the Chinese are the men we want, The Chinese
are the only men that can carry; Indians and Japanese cannot carry. It is
the shoulder that is the power of the Chinese coolie, and that is what we
ty.a.nt and what we must obtain. I think, sir, that we might represent to
the Government our feeling upon the matter in regard to the responsibility
for this state of things. T am quite sure that these poor men are not the men
who are responsible. As the Chairman has stated, they arve led by others.
Let it be clearly stated by the Government that they hold the leading
Z}Ghiuese responsible for the state of the place. This might seem to our
:T'iritish ideas unsuitable, but the Chinese will not regard it as unsuitable.
Ib is entively in keeping with their system. The Government shoald say—
““We make you responsible for this matter and if you do not mend we shall
- take some steps against you with regard to it.” We have been too lenient
in the past. When I first came to Hongkong every Chinese coolie doffed
~ his cap and stood on one side to allow you to pass. When do you see s
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coolie do that now?  We do not exercise our undoubted superiority, We
must rule by power, and it is this we must assert in Hongkong, and by
which we must carry the day. (Applause.)

Me. C. S, Tavror—The Chinaman is imbned with his own notions
of the Government, and e gains sufficient knowledge of vur laws to know
that so long as he does not break the laws wo do not interfere with him.
But he perhaps does not know that on an emergency the Government has
power to suspend the law. The present crisis may mnot be regarded by
Western nations as an emergency, but Western nations do not live in
Hongkong, and do not look at the matter in the same light as we do.
T understand that we meet here to-day to advise the Government. I suggest
that the Government should give notice “ that unless this strike is finished
on Monday wo proclaim martial law.”  (Hear, hear,and applause.) During
Sunday the Government could make its arrangoments, (Applanse.)

Mr. Dexnys—DMr. Grnuies, as I understand bim, said that he
thought it might be advisable to- approach the Chinese representatives, of
the strikers in order to find out what they wanted. If the coolies were
striking for higher wages I for one would say find out what the Chineso
want. I have had considerable expericnee with the Chinese, and I say that
thev simply take this stand and say to the Government—“If you do not
do what we want coolies shall strike, the coaling coolies first, then the
merchant coolies, then.the house boys, and so on, including ricksha and
chair coolies.” It Legins with labour,  If that is not found sufficient shops
will be elosed. Tt is the aim of certain people to enforze their ideas by
threatening the (tovernment, and therefore I think that every Englishman,
every European, living in this colony ought to back up the Government as
far as possible dnring this erisis. _ ( Applause.) '

Mr. Dopwant asked what had been done by the Registrar General’s
Office.

Mr. Mackinros®-—During the period that the Registrar Gteneral has
held office 110 action has been taken,  But we have explained deliberately and
clearly personally to the head coolies of the colony the various operations

of the law. They wore filled with all manner of inconsistencies, as Mr.
Girnies has mentioned. They said they were to be fined and poll taxed.
They were told that this was all an illusion. Over three thousand placards
were printed and circulated amongst the whole of these men explaining
how the matter stood. ~ Tn my own case I have had before me the heads of
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the different departments, representing three thousand men, and first of all
they said the Government would impose a poll tax. T said—“T will pay
the poll tax; there will be no poll tax.” Then they said there was a
registration fee. I said —“We will pay the registvation fee,” Then they
said they were threatened by wmen, who would come down and kill tllenr;.
I said—“There are three thousand of you. How many men are coming
down here? Why you would eat them up.” I also to-ld them that they
would have protection from military and police. They replied - W:e
might be beaten on leaving the premises.”” T said—*You will not e
beaten, but if you do go away from the premises and get beaten and if
vou will produce the man that beats you I will give %200 to each wman.”
(Applause.) Underlying all this is the wire-puller at the back. Who he
is I do not know, and I wish we did. There is a seeret fund which is
supporting these men, and whether it cowes from the guilds we do not
know, The Government arc unable to find out. Detectives Lave been
sent out, buat they have not suceceded in arresting anyone, The men
themselves ave perfectly passive and indifferent, and the ouly reply I can
geb from them now is: “If you will get the Hongkony cooli(:'s to ':U in we
will go in also,” E

The Crarrman—I would suggest as a practical weasure that a Com.
mittee of five or seven gentlemen be elected by the mecting to deliberate
upon this grave question and to put themselves in connection with the
Government, :

Mr. Fenwick—I beg to second that.
= The following Committec was thereupon appointed:—Hon. J. J.
Krswick, Messrs, Mackintoss, D. Ginries, N. A. Siess, G. B. DopweLL
H. L. Dexxvys, and St ¢!, MicHAELSEN. ’

The Cuammman—I that Committee muets with general approval 1
propose that it be authorized tu add to its number if vecessary.  (Applause.)

The suzgestion was approved. : -

The Cuarrman-—That concludes the business of this meeting, which
I hope will not have been in vain, I should like to take this op];}rtuuitv
of expressing on behalf of the meeting the very great obligation T co’nsidcvr

the public are under to the military and to the navy for the great scrvices
they have rendered in the unparalleled emergencics of the colony. (Hear,
‘hear, and applause.) ¥

A vote of thauks to the Chairman concluded the proceedings.
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(Exfract from the “ Daily Press” of 2nd April, 1895.)
"THE COOLIE S‘I‘RIKE. " e '

RETIREMENT OF THE PUBLIC COMMITTEE.

| A public meeting summoned by the Committee appoint-eé'{ at the
meeting on Thursday last was held yesterday morning in the City Hall.
The Hon. J. J. Kuswick presided, and among those present. were—Messrs.
E. Mscxinrosy, St. C. Micuarrsey, N. A. Siess, G. B. Dopwzrr, D.
Grrriss, H. L. Dexxys (Uommittce). Hon. A. McConacuig, Captain.
RUMSEY, Messrs, C. C. Prarr, J. S. Moses, J. D. HurcHIsON, W. DaNBY,
G. Murray Baiy, J. H. Cox, W, MacsEeax, G. T, Vigrcy, C. IncupaLp, G.
C. ¢, Master, J. 8. Ezexizr, J. B. Covenrrik, C. PALMER, J. Go0SMANN,
E.C. Rav, D. E. Browr, G. Suarp, H. Sxorr, D. R. Sassoon, R. SHEWAN,
Rev, G. J. WiLLiams, Captain Trinerr, Messrs. A, Surrnron HoOPER,
S, G. Brep, W. Marmisen, W. A. Durr, E. JoNEs Hvueuzrs, H. SMITH,
Ho Tung, J. WresLEY, A. Finpray Smirs, S. T.. Darsy, H. J. HorMESs,
T, W. Warrs, F. Warkeg, J. Warsor, H. E. WoDEHOTUSE, C. A. TomEs,
Dovanas Jones, A, H. Reswin, E. Goerz, F. Hexpersox, &e., &e.

Tho CratrMAN said-—Gentlemen, the Committee have summoned you
together in order to state that they, having done all that lies in their power
to assist in terminating the present labour strike, now relinquish all -fur-
ther responsibility, and hope the Government will be successful in br.mg-
ing the unhappy state of affairs to a speedy conelusion. The Con%mlttee
%ndividually and collectively may see fit to adopt independent action to-
wards terminating the trouble, but in any case they intend in the future,
as in the past, to give their loyal supporb to the Executive, (Appla,uae:)
Matters now are just where they were, and the only thing to do, I fear, is
to tire the coolies out, which is a long and expensive process. The costs
entailed are enormous, but as a matter of course the Government will g:‘i,in
the day in the long run. There ought to e laws in the colony making
striking illegal, so that on any recurrence of such strikes they could be Pnt
an end to without the enormous losses entailed by a process of exhaustion.
(Applause.) The best thing this meeting can do is to leave .the difficulties
and responsibilities in the hands of the Government to deal with (applause) ;

(S
w

and I would repeat that, so far as this Committee is concerned, its publie
functions terminate, although it may endeavour to give individual and
collective private assistance. (Applause.)

There was a pause of two or three minutes, at the end of which

Mr. D. E. Browx said—Mr. Chairman and gentlemen, I do not think
that at the present juncture of the strike, having assembled here to-day,
we should permit this meeting to be adjourned now. We, I think—I
at least—came here to-day to listen to some further suggestions from the
members of the community who were possibly not present at the meeting
on Thursday. I think by adjourning now we would very materially weaken
the hands of the Government. We should be here to-day to demonstrate
to the strikers that the community is working in perfect accord with the
Government and that we are willing to continuo our exertions on behalf
of the Government. (Applause.) I think it would be a very great mis-
take to let this meeting terminate now. Before the meeting on Thursday
—and I might say that has all along been the desire on the part of the
community—it was considered advisable that the shipping community
should unite and formulate amongst themselves some scheme that would
prove of assistance to the Government in quelling what I do not consider
a strike but a rebellion. - (Applause.) A strike in its proper sense, Mr,
Chairman and gentlemen, I consider is one in which the employed have a
grievance against the employer of labour; in this ease, it is clearly de-
monstrated the strikers have no grievance against their employers. They
are satisfied appareutly with the wages they are getting and the treatment
they receive at the hands of the employers; but because a certain number
of the Chinese community see fit to disagree with and become disgusted
with the laws euacted by our Government, I do not think we Europeans
should countenance any action on their part with that end in view. We
Europeans have to conform with the laws; why should not the Chinese?
(Applanse.) I did not intend fo speak and I do not think I should had
there not been a possibility of the meeting being declared closed; and I
hope anything I have had to say will be taken kindly and will have good

effect. My company stands prepared to join the other shipping firms in
the colony in devising some scheme either to bring in foreign labour or
any other means that will assist the Government in putting down this
rebellion. (Loud applause.)

Mr. Ho Tuwe—Gentlemen, if yon will allow me T have a few remarks
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to make. Furthermore, if wy Euglish is not sufficient to express my
views I hope you will make me every allowance. On Friday last, when !:he
Chinese deputation came to meet the Commitbee, it appears to my mind
that there were only two things to be done. Oue was for the Government
to e verv firm and to take all cousequences, and the other was to see
whether “:e could modify so as not to lose the eredit of the Glovernment,
but ab the same time to indace the strikers to terminate. The deputation
distinetly said that nothing would be done before the Governor’s procl.a-
mation, but unfortunately the Governor was afloat, and the Colonial
Secrctary was interviewed and our suggestions were laid before him. 1 have
no hesit:ttion in saying that if any geutleman here had Leen herve on Fri-
day, being over auxious at the loss which De had already sustained, he
\V(;uld have come to no conclusion but the one that the Committee and the
‘deputation did come to. The circular was nothing, it was merely a public-
ation of what actually took place and nolhing more. You see, gentlemen,
it is very easy to criticise afler what has Dbeen done, Lut when you come
and work it is quite a different matter. Persoually strongly admire the
Government for being firm, because 1 must strongly condemn the strikers,
but T have 1o hesitation in saying that the Government might Lave adopted
‘better and more proper preparations, so as to provide the mercauntile com-
munity with sufficient labourers. They anticipated the strike months ago,
and tl;ev could have adopted some hetter preparations so as to avoid the
thl’mx‘iuvg away of thousands of dollars every day by the mercantile co‘m-
munity. It is very easy for some gentlewen to say that the le&dlflg
Chinese are at the bottom of this strike, or that they have been sympathis-
ing with the strikers. Well, gentlemen, I appeal to you, as successful
business men, to think what beuefit or what good the leading Chinese
derive from this strike, considering the very heavy losses which they. have
alrcady sustained. They are nob exaggerated, and if you were to go through
the figures, I would be able to prove that so far we have lost if not niore,
at least as much as the Buropoans. I further appeal Lo the Hon, J. H.
Srewarr LockHarT, who is in close eontact with the leading Chinese, and
I wonder whether he can in one instance show that the leading Chinese
have not given him themost loyal support whenever they havc‘a heen called
upon to do so. You know, gentlemen, Chinese are a very quiet 1)90[._11&“-
the leading Chinesc—(hear, hear) they are law abiding; they are afraid of
the Government, and would never interferc with what the Government
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would do because they ave afraid of the officials, the sameas they ave alvaid
of the officials of their own country, and they would never dare to interfere
or disobey the orders of any Government, no matter where they are,
(Hear, hear.) Now, gentlemen, I thought the whole of last night, and it
has been in my mind the whole time, what led to all this troulile, these
strikes, and all these unfortunate occunrrences. Tt is all through misunder-
standing between the Government and the Chinese—the Europeans I say.
This misunderstanding is due to the private meetings between Gtovernment
officinls and the leading Chinese. I think these meetings ought to be held
in public so that both the European community and the Chinese will know
exactly what has taken place between the Government officials and the
C‘hinese. (Applause.)) As it is now, if my information is corvect, the
Government officials send for a select few of the leading Chinese, or perhaps
the District Watehmen’s Committee, to consult on some things. Well,
when they have met-—whether when they meet is known to the public T do
not say — at least I have not heard—but wlhen they meet the Government
officials, if the views of the Chinese do agree with the officials, the credit
of the case goes to the head of the department, but on the other Land, if

- their views do not agree with the officials, their views are disregarded.

For example, T read only the other day when the strike commenced that
the District Watchmen’s Committes made two suggestions to the Govern-
ment. One was to have the landlords registered instead of the head
coolies, and after a fow months to get the head ecoolies to register, The
second point was to get the Government to measure the floor so as to see
how many coolies the floor can accommodate, because the coolies being
ignorant of the law did not know what 300 or 400 cubic feet meant. They
think it is a room for one man. I do not think the Government will take
these views, but still before the law was passed, and after the views were
properly presented to the Government and the Sanitary Board, the whole
Committee might have considered whether their views were good or not;
whether practicable or not. But this action was entirvely disregarded and
nobody knew until the last meeting. (entlemen, T think I am one of the
largest property owners, aud one of the largest business men in this colony;
still T have never had the honour of being consulted by the Goverument,
The reasons I do not know; it is a mystery to myegelf. (Laughter.) A
gentleman made some remarks to me yesterday, and said “Now why don't
¥on leading Chinese come and help the Government and start coolies
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hongs yourselves?” It is very easy to say that, but you know the leading
Chinese have to study their own business, and consider that by starting
coolie houses they would be degrading themselves; besides, they consider
they take away the right of labour from other people. Tlxerefore it is
impossible for them to start eoolie houses. But, gentlemen, it appears
to me that the only thing to stop any future trouble of this kind is for the
Government to make the Chinese and the officials come in closer contact
with each other, bring them closer together and make all the meetings
public. If they have anything to say, let it be said in public and n(.)l".
privately, whether they are Government officials or Chinese. That will
stop all future misunderstanding or strikes of this nature. I shall be most
Lappy to assist the Government or any gentlemen who may form .the
Cominittes to terminate the strike, and if any gentleman has any suggestions
to make T would be very happy to support them and to support the
@Government as well. (Applause.) ;

Mr, Smarp—T am sure we are indebted to Mr. Brown for having
proposed that this meeting should not be immediately dispersed. We do
not meet here simply to go away, and there are one or two things which T
think may fairly be expressed for the benefit of all. (Applause.) I think
we are all convinced that the principal Chinese—the Chinese merchants—
have nothing whatever to do with this strike (applause); that T am sure is
well known; but there is another class, a class of middlemen, a dangerous
class in this colony, and a class which for many years past has made itself
very injurious here, taking to itself rights which it does not in any Wa:y
possess, and exercising authority and power over the humbler classes in
Hongkong, o state of things which ought not to be allowed. It is an
oceult and powerful influence, and this strike is not a new thing. We
have seen this over and over again, that it is owing to the influence of the
bad over the good. As a rule the bad should be afraid of the good ; in
Hongkong the good are afraid of the bad. T think it would be a most
terrible thing if what may be called the worst feature of the advanced
civilisation of Earope were imported into China—that contest with jealousy,
that war—for it is nothing else—between capital and labour which threatens
to roduce our country to a very low state. I hope we shall uever sce it
successfully introduced here. OurLiope in this colony is to derive advantage
from the employment of Chinamen, the employment of the millions of

China; the direct and indirect employment of them;—the direct employ-
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ment, as the large manufactures of sugar and others do, and the indireet
employment of them as the merchants do by bnying the products and
exporting them to Europe. If that hope is interfered with by the springing
up of these jealousies it will dash the anticipation that we have of euring
Hongkoung of the difficulties of our present position. We have manufac-
tures springing up here and there, such as rattan preparations, glass works,

and we have many other things springing up here; hat the main difficulty

is the ruling of the Chinese. T never shall forget the answer of a tobacco
manufucturer here. I do not remember his nawme, but his house is nextb
to the Harbour Master’s office. T asked bim many years ago, “Why do
you have your large manufactory in Macao and have to run backwards and
forwards, instead of opening a factory here?’” He said, “Sir, I would
gladly do it, but we eannob control our workmen here, and therefore I am
obliged to carry on my work in Macao.,” He employs some thousands of
men. In England it has recently been found necessary to interfere between
contractors and their workmen. It may be necessary, if these guilds Lold
on in their injudicious and mischievous course to have some legislation of
that kind kero in order to insure that a larger share of the enormous sums
paid by the military, naval and civil authorities for labour shall go into

- the hands of the men themselves, and is not abstracted by cunning idlers,

and that is the deseription which might fairly be attached to muany of these
men. With recard to dealing with the strile, the Chinese, no doubt, are
children. But parezts do not diseuss with children; they simply say that
this or that is to be done, and they iusisk upon its being done, T think we
may fairly do that with regard to the recent legislation of the Sanitary

Board, There is no doubt whatever that the present position is, as has

‘been mentioned by Mr. Brown, one of rebellion; it is war. The existence

of a body of 20,000 coolies—lusty coolies—in Hongkong, disaffected and

‘armed with their formidable bawboo poles (laughier,) I say, gentlemen, is
a distinct menace to the colony. I think, centlemen, we way many of ug
- take a different view with regard to the action of the Government in many

matters, but in this matter we must all try and carry out the snggestion

‘that Mr, Mackixtoss made at the last weeting, that we stand shoulder to
- shoulder and present an uncompromising front. (Applause.) There may
‘be methods by and by of meeting in some way the difficulties which have
ariser, For instance, you know, some of you very well, the absurd idea
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been referred to in the public press, and then making gentlemen who
actually have nothing to do with it responsible for it, But there is no
doubt ;hat these things are necessary, and if the hounseholders object to
hear them let some concession be made to them in this way. Supposing
the coolic house to be exemptod from the 13 per cent. taxation. It might
be considered by the Government perhaps, and it would bLe one way to
meet what is undoubtedly a diffieulty. No landlord in Hongkong wants
coolies in his house; they are the most objecliouable tenants that any
landlord can possibly Lave. (Applause.) Then, again, I hope it will not
be necessary, but the idea cannot but have occurred to everybody, that the
quarter]ly night passes expired last night and perhaps the Government
mav see fit to hesitate reisening them, and I think that would be felt to
he v:m powerful stimalns to any who have the power of reconciling.ﬂ.:e
present differcnces. T think this is a sedition; it is a dangerous position in
the colony with 20,000 idle Chinese coolies,-or within a quarter of that
number, i;! their houses with nothing to do. I think, gentlemen, it would
be quite lawful—T do not know whether the Ordinance would empower it
—to go into the houscs and give the men the option of being deported by
the Canton steamer that evening, or being turned out to work. (Applause.)
And, gentlemen, T am sure they would go to work. They only want an
excuse for refusing to obey these men who rule them with a rod of iron.
(ive them an excuse and they will go to worlk, (Applause.) T would ask
the Chairman’s permission to move this resolution, which T have just
prepared for this meeting:—“That this meeting desires respectfully to
express its approval of the firm attitude maintained by H.E. Sir Wirnrian
Rosinson and the Government in conneetion with the present coolie strike,
and to record its conviction that by such means alone can the present
difficulty be overcome and its recurrence prevented.” (Applause.)

M 1 R. Surwan seconded the resolution. With all due deference be
thought the meeting was a mistake. He vefused to believe that a Dritish
commueity was incapable of dealing successfully with (‘hinese coolies.
They as loyal subjects bad only to give ready and loyal support to the
Government. It wonld be time enouch to offer assistance to the Govern-
ment when they were asked for it. The Government was perfectly able to
put this strike down (applanse), and he asked them to show these coolies
that the Government was fully ecapable of putting down this rebellion of
Chinese. (Renewed Applause.) :
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Mr. M. Smrru~ It is very comforting of Mr. Ho Tuwna to come here
and assure us that the leading Chinese have no inHuence, dirvectly orin-
dirvectly, over the strikers. Perhaps I might ask Lim how it was that after
the leading Chinese had wet the Committee the other day, as if by a wag
of the finger, all the coolies went to work again, and now, after these deli-
berations, the arrangements proposed fell through, and as if by another
witg of the finger the coolics again ceased work? Can you explain that?

Mr. Ho Tuwe—Tt is very easily explained. It is just what T said
before about the leading Chinese. When we lend our services to the
Government, if successful we get no beunefits 5 and it anything goes wrong
we get all the blame.  The Chiuvese deputation, when they came here, told

the Committee distinctly that they could not get at the head ccolics and

that they were all out of the colony. The deputation were asked again
and again whether they could make any suggestion. 'They aunswered that
the coolies did not want registration, as they were afiaid it would lead to
new taxes, and the deputation made the suggestion which was adopted by
the Cammittee, and the Chinese that day fully expressed to the Committee
that they did not commit themselves in any way. They did not know if
the coolies would go back or not.  (Wo Mr, Keswick)—Did I not make
the remark to vou that, in spite of the civcular, we were not sure Lhat the
coolies would return to work ?

Mr. Keswick-—That is a corvect stalement.

Mr. Ho Tuxe—But having done that, we thought the coolics would
go back. Mr. Surrn asks horw is it that by a furn of your finger the coolies
turn back? Tt is because they thought the Government would issue a
proclamation. The Government turned back, and did not issue the
proclamation. It is easy to say the influeutial Chinese are at the bottom
of this. That is all nonsense. It was the coolics who were aimed at, and
they have objected all along. We tried to induce them to go back (o work.

My, Ssuzn— T asked if you could explain how it was,

Mr. Ho Tune—Well, T bave explained to you bow it was.

Mr. Rosixsow said he had listened with much interest to what had
been said, and he had not heard one word why the coolies had struck.
The Committee had suggestel that the householder or houseowner—he

had forgotten which—should be registered instead of the head coolies, and
‘that suggestion bad been met by the statement on the part of the Guovern-

ment that the sugoestion was preposterous, and it was pointed out that
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the owner could not be expected to see that the bye-laws were carried out,
and that they could not be respousible for the cleanliness of each indivi-
dual house. With that statement of the Government he agreed, and the
Committee in proposing this suggestion to the Government were carrying
out the Government’s own words. If the thing was preposterous it was
the Government that had proposed the preposterous regulations by passing
the Ordinance. Mr. Mackintosn had said that it was a quibble as to
words, and Mr. Dexyys had pointed out that under the Ordinance the
louseholder is ipso jucto vesponsibla, The Government said that the head
coolies had no grievance, but did the coolies strike without a grievance?
The Committee had acted diplomatically in advising the Government to
accept the registration of the honseholder instead of the tenant of the house
or the head coolie, who received a few cents more a day for preparing the
rice for the other coolies. It argned penury of resource ou the part of
the administration that it could not obviate this registration difficulty. If
insisted on the law would become a dead letter; it was unworkable,
impracticable, He maintained there was something more behind this
in the shape of a gricvance. Mr. Ho Tuxe, without meaning it, had
given them aclue, and he had heard it from a gentlcman of great experi-
ence iu this colony.— a gentleman who was present but whose name Mr.
Roprsson did not think bhe weuld be justified in giving. It was not
werely the pains and penalties that would be exacted in a perfectly legiti-
mate manner when the head coolie—the man who bought the rice for small
batches of men and became responsible to the retail dealer for the pay-
ment—had to appear at the Magistracy, but it was most certainly the fear
of an illezal exaction that had indueed these men to strike. Every man
in his own conntry stood in fear of his own officials, and every Chinaman
in this colony stood in fear of the Chinese officials in the colony. Every
lakong would levy bhis tax, and it was characteristic of the Chinese that
they dare not tell the Government.  But Mr. Ho Tuwng, unintentionally,
had told them why. The officials in the colony could muke a Chinaman
say anything, but they could not make Lim speak the trath. (A laugh.)
Tt was moral courage that was wanting, and every head coolie knew, just
as the gambling hiouse keepers and totally different classes of people in this
colony knew, that he would have to pay bribe money. Every head coolie
who got his 10 cents per diem knew that something would have to go out
of his pocket into that of the Iukong or clse he wonld be charged with over-
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crowding.  That was why he would not register. Everv wan who reis-
tered, unless he paid these bribes, would have to go before the magistrate
and into gaol. The magistrate could not help himself. He had to take
the word of the lukong. In many cases the lnkong would he telling the
truthy in other cases for certaiu he would he enforcing his bribe, The
head coolic would have to pay the blackmail to the police for ever or give
up keeping Lis boarding house. The householder could not be made to
pay a bribe, and it was by making the householder responsible, as sugces-
ted by the Committee, that they could find a remedy for the present
difficulty. Ho suggested that as a wode of avoiding the evils of the pre-
sent Ordinance the Government should see to the cleanliness of the coolic
: Louses by appointing a man to visit the houses and see that the Ordinance
' was carried out. This man would be responsible for the houses being
kept clean. He (Mr. Ropixsox) submitted that if the Government re-
sorted to force, it would not be the Government that would have to pay
the piper, but the mercantile community, who ought to e consulted and
who ought to ecall the tune because they paid the piper, (Applause.)
My, G. C. C. MasrER--Mr. Chairman, Mr, Sware some time ago put
a resolution to the meeting. It was seconded by Mr. Smewas., Mr.
Roninsox has addressed the meeting and has put no amendment. 1 pro-
pose that that the resolution be now put—Mr. SHare’s resolution. This
meeting was called for to-day, andone of the chief objects, I understand, was
to see if any suggestious could be made to put down the strike. As to
what the Governmeat may do in the future about sanitation &e., that
takes some time. This meeting either supports the Governmment in the
present crisis or not. If Mr. Rosinsox—or any other gentloman—has no
' amendment to‘put of want of support, I propose that the resolution be
now put, and although this Committee has retired I would ask Mr, Keswick
to put the resolution to the meeting. (Hear, hear, and applause.)
The CuarrMaN put the resolution to the meeting and it was carried
‘nem. con.
The Cuatrman—Ido not know whether that may be taken as the termi-
' f':};ttion of the meeting, but assuming that if is, Tam expressing the opinion of
every oue present when I say that the meeting has not been called in vain.
- We have had an expression of opinion from various speakers, who hafc
l;‘i‘?@,lfown some light on the present difficulty., For the Committee, T am sure, I
ay sny, as T said in my few opening remarks, they are most anxious to
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vive the Government every support in their power. Their public functions
=] B

now cease, bubt by suggestion and every way in their power, they will do

‘their hest to uphold the hauds of the Government. (Applause.) Of

cowrse, in a great difficulty such as this, as I have alveady said at the
opening of the mecting, the Government is bound to be suecessfnl.  No
person, T am sure, for a single mowment. doubted when the strike cow-
menced that the Government must eventually prevail, hat the question is
what is to be thae cost. Tf they are going to gain the day over the coolies
by the process of eshaustion, the loss will be enormous, and T do not think
the (tovernment would sacrifice any dignity at all—fav be it from me to
recommend anything of the kind, but T do say if the suggestion made by
the Committee is considered a bad oue, an unwise one, let us clamly con-
sidér whether there is avy other suggestion which will put this diflienlty
at an end at an early date. The loss entailed among the gentlemen present,
and probably to many gentlemen who are not here, is unseen and undreamt
of. This strike is felt enormously by the Chinese themselves, T am told
—T have not gone, but if any of you have gone along the west end of the
town you will have seen that there is very little business being done where
ordinarily the 20,000 coolies ont on strike would have been workiug to
provide f;r the wants of 260,000 people.  The business ol the Chinese as well
as the foreign community is practically al & stand-still. If T may veunture
to speak on bebalf of the Committee as well as wmyself, 1 would say I ex-
press no resentment with vespect Lo the criticisms passed on the Committee.
As stated in their letter, the registration of the owuers instead of tenants
is a subject upon which opinious may well differ.  Bat is that any reason
for the condemnation? One may well entertain that convietion. Iam
gure the Government Dy stating its adherence to its original design to quell
this strile by its own strong arm will succeed as certainly as T am address-
ing you now, but the outcome, by way of loss to this colony, will be huge.
T canuot tell you, gentlemen, how soou good common sense may prevail
for these labourers; T trust it may be to-morrow—L trust it may be to-day
—so much the hetter. I would be the first-—-T and my colleagues on the
Commitiee would be the first to congratulate the Government upon Lhe
termination of the difficulty which at the present time T do nob sec the
ond of., With these remarks—and I know they are niost inadeqnate hub
they are tho very hest I can make on the spur of the moment—TI wish the

Governmeut every suceess, and 1 beg if any gentleman has a practical

"
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snggestion to make to the Govermment he will make it without delay.
(Applause.)

A vote of thanks to the Chairman, proposed by Mr. Macxinrosm,
brought the proceedings to a close. :

Coroxiarn SecruTArY's OFricE,
; Hongkong, 2nd April, 1895.

Sir,—1 am directed by His Excellency the Governor to state for the
information of the Chamber of Commerce and for communication to the

repregentatives of the shipping firms in the Colony, that the following
facts have heon bronght to his knowledge in connection with the present
coolie strike.

(1). That sceveral firms have had offers from one or more Chinamen
to supply them with 3,000 coolies ab the usual stevedore rates, provided
that permancnt emyploy meut as stevedores for a period of years was gua-
ranteed to the maker or makers of the offers. '

(2). That saeh offers have in each case been declined owing to the
reluctauece of the firms concerned to dispense with the services of their
present employds despite the fact that those employés refuse to work and
to comply with the law.

(3). That several firms have a clausein their agreements with their
compradores to the effect that the latter bind themselves to supply coolies
to work cargo at a certain rate per ton at any time and in any numbers
that may be necessary,

(4). That in no instanee does it appear that any of the firms in
(question have taken the necessary steps to enforee by law the clanse refer-
red to above, although their compradores have failed to fulfil the terms
‘of their agreements. '

From the alove facts it appears that although many of the leading
firms have had it in their power to take steps caleulated to put an end to
thie present strike by engaging persons who ave willing and ready to obtain
labour, or by resorting to legal measures, they have remained passive, and

- desive to cast the entire responsibility in bringing matters to a satisfactory
- termination upon the Government.

Whilst not desiring to avoid any responsibility that may rightly fall
upon the Government, H. E. the Governor cannot but regard the inaction

referred to above as inconsistent with the public professions of loyalty to
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the Government and with the promises of strongsupport and hearty co-
operation in the present crisis which have been made by the community,
and His Excellency would therefore appeal to the representatives of the
commeteial firms of this Colony to give practical effect to those professions
of loyalty and promises of co-operation by no longer hesitating to employ
persons who are willing to obtain labour and by taking the other steps
indicated above not only in protection of their own interests, but in sup-
port of the Government.
T have, ete.,
J. H. STEWART TLOCKIART, Colonial Secrelary.

The Secretary, CuaMBER 0¥ COMMERCE.

Hoxeroxe GENERAL Craxvser or CoMMERCE,
Hoxcroxa, 10th April. 1895,

Sin,—I am instrneted to acknowledge the reeeipt of your letter of the
9nd instant and to inform vou that, by request of the Committee, T forwarded
a copy of it to the firms in the Colony counceted with shipping widh the

accompanying letter, and I have now the honont to enclose replies from the

el L]

following, viz.:—
Messrz. ArnrmoLp, Karsere & Co.

BUTTERFIELD & SWIRE,
DobpwerLrn, Cartitn & Co.
(iips, Livinasrony & Co.
Jarpixe, Marnesox & Co.
Arr. WoorLey, Esq.
Messrs, Mureners & Co.
" Meyer & Co.

Sieuassey & Co.

”n
Sueway & Co.

Mirsu:r Bussax Karsia.
D. E. Browy, Esq.

i ini t : s will remove
The Committee are of opinion that a perusal of these letters will remo

anv doubt which may exist as to the general inaceuraey of the information

upon which your letter appears to have bLeen written, and serve to refute
statements (1), (2). (3) and (4) of your favour undar reply.
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w
. The Committee cannot concur in the opinion that the leading firms
had it in their power to put an end to the strike by the adoption of the
means enumerated in your letter, and they do not know upon what grounds
these firms can be charged with any desire to cast the entire responsibility
of ending the labour strike on the Government.

The exact contrary seems to be the faet, for the whole community,
without exception, were anxious to assist the Government by every possible
means to bring to a termination, as speedily as possible, a state of affairs
which to the shipping and local interests was extremely costly.

In conclusion, and with special reference to the last paragraph of your
letter, the Committee cannot but view with regret the charges of insincerity
directed in your letter against members of the community, and they consider
it contrary to the public interest that in a serious labour crisis a spirit of
discord should be introduced, where instend moderation of langnage and
calm judgment are eminently required.—I have, &ec.,

. HENDERSON, Sccretary.
The Honourable J. H. StewarT Lockbarr, Colonial Secretary.

No. 729. ] COLONIAL SECRETARY's OrricE,
Hongroxe, 10th April, 18935,
Sir,—I am directed to transmit to you for the information and con-
sideration of the Chamber of Commerce the enclosed copies of letters (2)
- from Her Majesty’s Consul at Amoy relative to the importation of coolies
from that port into Hongkong.

The Consul has leen informed that the crisis appears to be now over,
but the information contained in the above letters may be of use to tha
‘Chamber.—I have, &e.,

J. H. STEWART LOCKHART, Colonial Secretary.
The Secrefary, CuaMBER or COMMERCE.

- No. 66, : I, B. M., CoxsuraTe,
: Axoy, 2ud April, 1895,
S1r,—1 have the honour to acknowledge the receipt last night of a tele-
from you asking me whether coolies were procurable hera for Hongkong,
| if 80, how many, and in what time, and stating terms of contract.
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After enquiries made last night and this morning I wired to you to-
day to the effect that about forty coolies were procurable immediately on
gix to seven dollars a month.

That in time thousands of coolies could be got here. That they fully
understand the position in Hongkong, and stipulate for protection from
coolies of Kwangtung province.

The men of this region have long looked with envy at the big wages
earned in Honglkong by the coolies from Kwangtung, but they are afraid
of endeavonring to compete with them for fear of oppression by them. It
they weve assured of protection they would go to Hongkong in thousands,
as they go to Singapore, without its being necessary to make any contracts
with them, but this will take time, as the coolies who emigrate to Singapore
from this live two or three days’ journey from Amoy, and the only coolies
at once available are those of Amoy, who, being already in employment,
cannot, of course, be induced to proceed to Hongkong except on high wages,

~ and whose numbers are necessarily limited.

I would venture to suggest that I should only send you a few coolies
at first, and that the Honglong community should obtain such further
coolies as they require from this region through the men I send.  In time
anvy amount of men conld be obtained, and the competition between the
Tokien men and the Kwangtung men would prevent such combinations as
the Colony is now suffering from. The Amoy coolies are anxious to obtain
permanent employment in Hongkong, and it is only fear of the Kwangtung
men, who have obtained a monopoly, as it were, that deters them.

it is as well to inform you that the Amoy men are neither as strong
nor as industrious as the Kwangtung men.—T have, &e¢,,

C.T. GARDNER, Consul.

J. H. Stewart Lockuanr, Esq., Adeting Colonial Secretwry,
&e., ., &e.,
Honghong.

No. 67, : H, B. M. ConsurLste,
‘ l Axoy, Jvd April, 1895,

Sir,—In continuation of my letter of yesterday’s date, I beg to eneclose
for vour information a doenment handed me in original by the heads of
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the Coolie Guild here. This document was handed we spontancously, and
I deemed it best to make no comment on it, but simply to tell them I
would forward it to Hongkong. ]

The heads of the Guild whom I saw this morning inform me they can
get about 200 men to proceed to Hongkong in a duy or two after notice,
and thousands in time if there is a prospect of permanent employment in
Hongkong. For the first batch they would require a small advance. There
would be no difficulty in getting seeurity' for this advance and no danger of
their taking the advance, and then not proceeiling to Hongkong., Their
idea is to endeavour to extend the coolie supply system in the Straits, with
which they ave familiar, to Hongkong, and to share with the men of
Kwangtung in the lucrative labour market of Hongkong. The question
of immediate wages does not interest them as much as the hope of
obtaining a permanent footing in the Colony. TUnless guaranteed Govern-
ment protection they dare not attempt to enter into competition with the
men of Kwangtung in the Hongkong labour market,

As the matter seems urgent I venture to give you a rough translation
of the coolies’ memo.

1. The Consul must guarantee that the Chinese coolies shall not be
mal-treated by the Kwangtung men who are in Hongkong, If any of the
coolies should be killed by them the British anthorities shall .pay a solatium
to the relatives of each Amoy man so killed on a scale hereafter to e
agreed on.

2. The coolics now engaged aro engaged for the shipment and dis-
charge of cargo, & They are not to be made soldiers of. If they do
not suit, or if they do not wish to remain in Hongkong, they are to he
given a passage back to Amoy.

3. Eachman shall receive  dollarsamonth wages. In every hundred
men there shall be two headmen who shall supervise the coolies, but shall
not be called on to do other work, The wages of the headmen shall he

dollars a month.

4. If the coolies work badly the headmen shall change them for

others. Tt is necessary to know if the employment will Le permanent.

5. It should he agreed as to when the wages shall commence, also
whether any advance should be made, and what shall be given in the way

‘of travelling expenses.
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6. If it is necessary to bring coolies down from the interior, it will
be desirable to give a small sum for the espense of bringing them to

Amoy.”—1I have, &c.,

C. T. GARDNER, Consul.

Tho Houourable J. H. STEWART LoCKIIArt,
Acting Colonial Seccretury,

Honghkong.

=
Sir Claude MacDonald and the Chamber of Commerce.

At a special meeting of the Committee of the llongkong General
| Chamber of Commeree, held at 11 a.m. on the 4th April, in the Chamber of
| Commerce Room, His Excellency Sir CLauvneE MacDoxarp, K.C.M.G., the
newly appointed British Miulster to Peking, having courteously consented
to meet them, there were present:—Mr. A. McCo~xacuig (Chairman),
Messrs. J. J. BELL-I:_WEG, N. J. Epg, R. M. Gray, T. Jacksov, N, A.
Steps, T. H. Wurreneap, aud R. Cuarrerrox Wincox (Secretary).

The members having been introduced to the Minister,

The Cuairyax said—Your Excellency, I desire to express the pleasure
with whieh the Commitiee of the Chamber of Commeree now make

L1

your personal acquaintance. We are more than likely in the futnr.e to
* have occasion to address you from time to time on commercial matters,
and the present interview which yolu have so kindly accorded to us, and
for whieh I thauk you, will, I trust, establish a mutual understanding.
There are three main questions of the greatest, if not indeed vital,
importance to the future prosperity of this Colony to which I desire
briefly to dircet your speeial attention and to solicit the aid of your
great influence towards their nttainment, These are:—The opening of
the West River lo foreign trade and .steamer navigation; the remo-v..'al
of official .obstructiou to the working of trade \viEh the interior under
transit pass; and the extension of the boundaries of the Colony. I have no
doubt you are well aware that the question of opening up the Si Kiaug or
West River, one of the great waterways of the Kwang provinces, to steamers
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of all nations, and the cities of Wuchow-fu, Tsun Chow, and Nan-ning-fu to
foreign trade, has for many years engageld the attention of the Chamber.
The advantages that would accrue from the opening of this great river to
foreign commerce generally, as well as to Ilongkong in particular, would
certaiuly be very great, This Colony, situateld as it is ab the mouth of the
Canton river, would not ouly become n larger distributing centre than at
present, hut it would benefit greatly by the inercased passenger traffic that
would necessarily follow upon increased facilities of transport. The opening
up of the West River would also prove of great advantage to the Chinese
population in the distriet. Tt would secure to the Chinese Government an
increased revenue through the Customs stations in the several ports opened ;
it would give an impulse to production in the interior by bringing produce
within reach of a market ; and it would augment and envich the population
of the villages and towns along the course of the river. In short, regarded
from every point of view, whether foreign or native, official or mereantile,
the object sought is a most desirable one. The second point to which I have
to refer is the question of the trade under Transit Pass. By Article
XXVIIL of the Tientsin Trealy, as yon are awnre, the privilege iz granted
to foreign merchants to send goods to the interior from any Trealy port on
payment of the usual import duty aud a lekin charge of 2% per cent. ad
valorem, for which a transit pass is issued, which pass, to quote the treaty,
*shall exempt the goods from all further inland charges whatsoever.” In
the central and northern provinces of China a large trade has been done under

transié passes, more particularly at the Yangisze ports: but in the southern

- provinees, and specially in the Two Kwang, the officials have madeadetermined

stand against this privilege being exercised, and have contrived to practically
render it a dead letter. Your Excellency’s predecessor took great interest

in this question, and urged the importance of securing proof of the obstruction

- of the officials, but for a long time this scemed impracticable owing to the

timidity of the Chinese merchants, A casc has recenily occurred, however,

which fully supplies the desived cvidence, and it has been laid hefore the
noble lovd the Secretary for Forcign Affairs.  Briefly, the facts are as follow:
e three months ago Mr. Axprew, a British merehant, Toft Canton in a
ve boat laden with piece-goods, for which, after paying the usual import

duty, he had duly taken a transit pass, first paying the lekin charges, and
Proceeded np the West River to Wuehow-fu,  On arrival there he exhibited
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his pass to the loeal authorities, and then opened business, quickly disposing
of part of his goods to native traders. The next day, however, these huyers
informed Mr. AxprEW that they dave not take delivery of the goods. They
had evidently been intimidated, and said they conld not complete their
purchases unless a proclamation were issued by the authorities anthorising
them to do so. Representations to the British Consul at Cauton followed,
who in turn promptly laid the case before the Vieeroy. That official flatly
denicd the intimidation, but would do nothing whatever to assist the Dritish
merchant. The case was then earried to Peking, where the efforts of
Mr. BEAUCLERK were successful in seeuring some action, for on the 17th
February the Prefect of Wuchow issued a proclamation nominally perm_itting
the native dealers to trade with Mr. AxprEW, but the document was so
worded that not one of the native traders would venture to take a singlo
package, it being stated in the proclamation that after the goods had heen
transferred to the Chinese merchants then lekin taxes and Customs dues
would be charged. Further represcntations from the Consul only evoked
from the Viceroy the rejoinder that this was done in accordance with the
instructions of the Tsung-li Yamén, and he contended that, once transit pass
goods have reached the destination mentioned in the pass and had been sold
to the Chinese, forcigners cannot interfere, no matter what dues are levied
upon them. This contention, if allowed, would of course nullify the provisions
of Article XX VIIL., and could not be admitted. This Chamber telegraphed
to Lord Sarissury, and meantime the British Chargé &’ Affaires has been in
active communication with the Tsung-li Yamén, with, we hope, successful
results. The case, however, strikingly illustrates the ohstruetive tactics of the
provincial officials.  The third subject to which T would invite your attention
is one of very great local importance. I refer to the question ol the extension
of the honndaries of this Colony. This matteris, I helieve, engaging the atten-
tion of the Imperial Government ut the present moment, their notiee having
been specially drawn to it by represeutations from the civil, military, and
naval authorities here.  When the island was first acquired it was only sought
as a place where British ships could earcen and refit and British trade be
conducted free from interference. When later its unprotected coudition was
noted and fortifications were constimeted provision was only made for guns
carrying a far shorter distance than at present, and the political situation

was wholly different. Tt is now necessary, we are assured by experts, in

- great pleasure to make vour persoual acquaintance and to hear yvour personal
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order to provide for the adequate protection of the port, to seeure a consi-
derable extension of the territory on the other side of the harbour, setting
back the boundary in fact to Mirs and Castle Peak Bays, and to acquire
several of the islands to the South.  Not only is this exteusion of the Colony
necessary for strategic reasons, but it is eminently desirable for others of a
social, eommereial, and industrial nature, The Chinese eity of Kowloon,
the other side of our waters, affords a regular Alsatia for eriminals, and is
a constant resort of gamblers from this side. The fantan shops have several
times been closed after remonstrances from the Hongkong Government, but
they invaviably re-open and rvender nugatory the efforts of the Hongkong
Police to put down gambling. The existence of facilities on the other shore
for cluding justice is also an incentive to robbery and all kinds of crime.
Then we need room for expansion, both in the matter of recreation and for
industrial purposes, as well as land for raising vegetables and cattle. The
Chinese population, too, and more especially the merchant class, would like
to obtain cheap sites on which they could erect homes and bring their
families to reside under the British flag instead of being, as at present in some
measure, at the merey of the mandaring, who ean reach them through their
relatives. The Colony has progressed steadily so far asits trade is concerned ;
but the population is still for the most pil't of u very transitory deseription,
The enlargement of its boundaries would, we confidently believe, tend to the
building up of more permanent interests, the establishment of more industries,
and the general inerease of trade and population.  If your Excelleney could,
without divniging any state seerets, give us any definite information on the
subjects I have referred to, it would be of great interest to members. I may
mention that a telegram was received here about the middle of last month,
through Reunter’s Agency, to the cffeet that an Tdice had been signed in
Peking sanctioning the opening of the West River, but that the actual
dpening thereof awaits the conclusion of an agrecement with regard to the

Yunnan fronticr.  Siuce that date we have reeeived no further news on the

subjeet.

His Excerrexcy replied as follows:——Gentlemen, it gives me the

greatest pleasure to meet you and to disenss guestions whieh are of so im-

portant and momentous a character for the future well-being of the Chinese

ccommunity in general and Iongkong in particular. It also gives me very
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views on these subjects, which views are so much better put forward at an
informal meeting of this description than by lengthened correspondence.
You ask me whether, if without divulging any state secrets, I can give you
any definite information regarding the three points to which your Chairman
has referred. I shall be very pleased to give you sueh information as lies in
my power respecting these points, but you will kindly remember that I left
Ingland on the 28th February, since when I have been on my travels, and
have had no business communieations either with Londoun or Peking, and
therefore my information will be limited, but if it will interest you to hear
how matters stood when I left London I shall be very glad to inform you,
In the first place considerable delay had arisen with regard to negotiations
respecting the matfers you have mentioned and others, owing to the severe
illness of His Excelleney Kung Tasey, Chinese Minister in London, who
had been laid up for some four months and quite unable to attend to husiness,
Some few weeks before I left His Execellency recovered his health and two
meetings had been held at the Toreign Office; at the Intter I was present
and details respecting the opening of the West River were under discussion
and seem to tend to a favourable issue, which the intimation conveyed in
Reuter’s telegram would appear to confirm. In a private letter which I
received at Brindisi 1 was informed that the meetings, which had been ably
presided over by Mr. Berrig, Head of the Eastern Department of the
Foreign Office, were now, owing to this gentleman’s sovere indisposition,
under the direet superintendence of Mr. GEoree Curzox, Parliamentary
Under Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs, whose personal knowledge of
China and the Far Kast is well known to you. During the negotiations,
great assistance had been rendered and valuable information obtained from
the Committee of the China Association in London. You will see, therefore,
that ITer Majesty’s Government are fully alive to the great importance of
the questions under digcussion and are giving them every po&sib]e considera-
tion and attention. To treat with the points your Chairman has brought to
mv noiice in detail: The opening of the West River to trade would appear
to‘ be to all intents and purpose definitely decided upon, and I hope that this
may include the opening up of its affluents and entrances, but on this point
I cannot of course speak definitely. There appears to be a general opinion
that the opening of these important waterways will be of little use unless
the provisions of Article XXVITIL of the Tientsin Treaty are carried out

¢
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in the same manner as they are in the Central and Northern Provinees, and
this brings me to the second point to which vour Chairman has referred,
namely, the question of trade uunder Transic Passes.  Until my arrival
yesterday in IHongkong I was not aware that a test ease had been obiained,
aud as the ease of Mr. ANDREW iy, 50 to speal, sul judice, T eannot of course
give an opinion; but with regard to the entire question of Transit Passes, whicl
question is of the urmost and most vital importance to the trade of Hongkong
and the opening of the Western waterways, T may rell vou that T held seve-
ral long conversations in Londou on this subject with Siv Nicioras (0°Coxog,
who impressed its great importance upon me.  Conversant as yvon are, gen-
tlemen, with Chinese officialdom, I need not remind you that millions of this
official elass will he affected by any change in the present method of collect-
ing and subsequently disposing of the “lekin ™ and other dues. That they
would eventually be so atlecred for their own material benefit T, for one, am
convineced, but 1 am afraid that it will not be in our time that they will be
so convineed. Iowever, you may rest assured that this question will receive
my most constant aul cearnest attention, and I hope that some solution may
be arrived at hefore long by which the present hindrancos to trade ms ay at
any rate be considerably ameliorated. The third point that your Chairman
has touched upon, the extension of the Colowy, is certainly of the most vital
importance to the future well-being of your commuuity, prineipally for the
reasons you have mentioned, but also on sanitary grounds. The typhoon of
1874, as you ave aware, caused very great loss of life amongse the Chinese
popnlation, and T am informed that the bivial of several thowsand corpses in
i part of the island which at one thme was used as a Sauatorium by the
Luropean vesidents caused the locality to become very unhealthy and unfis
for habitation. The reeent plague has drawn attention to the groat neeessity
of an extension for sanitary purpozes of the Colony’s boundaries.  The re-
medy would appear to lie in the divection of obmining a sufficiently attrac-
tive guid pro gue to induee the Central Government to grane the eoneessions
ser forth in vour Chaimpan’s remarks. (I reply to a member, Sir CLaups
was understood (o sav (hat cases of purchase of territory by one State from
another have occeurred from time to time.) In conclusion you may rest
agsured that the matters you have mentioned will veceive my close attention
and that I shall take an eavly opportunity of bringing them to the notice of

the Central Government,
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The proposed Reconstruction of the Sanitary Board.

No. 563, CoLONIAL SgorETany’s Ovrice,
10th April, 1896,

Sir,——1 am directed by the Governor to request the Chamber of Com-
maree to he good ecnongh to state whether the opinion of the (Chamber on
the subject of the Sanitary Bonrd yemaing the same as that expressed in the
letters of the Chairman, Mr. KESWICK, dated  19th October and 12th
November, 1894, and by Mr. McCoxNacmin when he was representing the
Chamber in the Legislative Couneil in liis minnte attaehel to Mr. KEswIck's
letter of the 12th November, 1844, or whether the opinion of the Chamber
has changed and is now the entirely divergent view expressed by Mr,
Wirrengan, who at present represents the Chamber in the Legislative
Couneil.

ITis Execelleney understands that the purely British Members of the
Chamber amouut to about fifty, and he will be glad to kunow, whether
Mr. WnirEnean has received any mandate from those members ax o hody
to oppose the views expressed by the Retrenchment Committee, the Unofficial
Members of whieh were Mr. Keswriox, Mr, CHATER, and Mr, Jacksox, all
Members of the Chamber of Commerce, and by Mr. McCoxacuie, when
representing the Chamber in the Legislative Couneil.

It u ehange has taken place in the views formerly held by the Chamber,
Tlis Excelleney will he obliged if you will be good enough to state for his
informration the reasons which have led to the change.—1I have, &c.,

J. I STEWART LOCKHART, Colonial Sccretury.

The Secretary, CHAMBER 0F COMMERCE.

Hoxcrose Geverarn Cnaxeenr or COMMERCE,
Hoxcroxag, 22nd April, 1896,

Sir.—1 have to acknowledge receipt of your letter of the 10th inst.
requesting the Chamber to state whether the opinion expressed by the then
Chairman (Mr. J. J. Keswick) on the subject of the Sanitary Board in letters
dated 19th October and 12th November, 1894, and by M. McCoNACHIE
when representing the Chamber on the Legislative Couneil in a minute

attacheld fo the Jast named letter, s that now held by the Chamber, or

whether it hus changed to the view expressed by Mro Winteneao, the
present representative of the Chamber in the Legislative Conncil. The
Committce understand that 1is Iixcellency the Governor desires an expres-
sion of opinion on the question of the re-constitution of the Sanitary Doad
only, and not on all the vazious points raised in Mr, Keswiex’s letter of the
19th October, 1894,

In reply, I am direeteld by my Committee to state that, as no expression
of opinion by the Committee on the question of the re-constitution of the
Sanitary Board could be final, it would be necessary, if His E.\:ccl['cuc._v the
Governor wishes it, to obtain the opinion of all the members of the Chamber.

With reference to the question whether Mr, WhiTEHEAD has received
any mandate from the British Members of the Chamber on the subjeet, I am
instructed to say that no mandate has heen given, and that there ix o record
in the Chamber’s books of any precedent in respect of the Chamber ov any
scction of its members ever having issued a mandate to any one of the
gentlemen who have previously represented the Chamber in the Legislative
Council.—T have, &e.,

R. CITATTERTON WILCONX, Secrctury.
The ITon. J. II. Srewarr Lockuarr, Celonial Scerctary.
oxaroxG, 16th April, 1596,

GurxrLeMes,—I beg to hand you copy of a letter of this date addressed

by me to His Iixcelleuey the Governor in part reply to a communication

dated 10th instant from the Colonial Secretary to the Sceretary of the

: C[-mmbt;r.

You will obsgerve that I have ventured to question the assumption con-
tained in the Colonial Secretary’s letter that in political matters 1 am the

representative of the Chamber in the sense in which the word “ represent ™

o . 4 - o 2 el 5 1
8 used in the Colonial Secretary’s letter. In all matters affecting trade and

commerce I have alwavs consulied the Committee and the Members of the
Chamber of Comweree, and striven to represent their views, and I shall
é-l_\'iﬁuys do s0. On matters outside the seope and objects of the Chamber of
Commerce, as iz the question of the constitution of the Sanitary Board, 1

submit that I represent the community at large, and I endeavonr to the best

of my ability to ascertain the opinions of the bnlk of the residents, and to
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put them forwasd, resarving, however, my owa complete froclom ol opinion,

I deny the existence of any “mandate ” as un-British and wneonstitutional.
I much regree that the Chamber’s late Chairman, Me. Keswicrk, should
have pledged the Chamber ) any cxpression of opinion on a purely Munici-
pul question without first submitting the matter to the Members of the Cham-
ber for their deliberalion and consideration, and first oblaining their views.
At the same time his convse i defensible, as the Chamber might faivly claim
w right o cull the atiention of the Governmeat to the grave injury that had
been done the Colony and s trade by defects in Sanitury Legislation and

Administration gcnem}[v. The question has, however, ceased to be a gene-

- I_,J_ T ral one, aud the Bill now before the Lezislative Couneil is simply oue for
. __:' s the reorganisation of the Nanitary Board and as to the number anl elags of
i oL members by whom it is to be composed.
S I humbly submit for your consideration that the eourse for the Com-
{ &= ._r‘ 1 mittee to adopt will e to reply to the Government that in the present form
= __. :__. A in which the question of the Sanitary Board is now before the Council, the

Committee has no opiniou, and it is not, as a parely commereial and eosmo-

politan body, qualified to express any opinion on a guestion of purely Muni-

eipal concern.

Ax to the suggestion that you should report on the opinions and actions

of the Britizh Members of the Chamber that, of courze, is impossible, as you

can only speak for the Association us a whole, forcigners and British alike.

1t the Government desires fo obtain the opinion of the British subjeets in

the Colony, it can very easily convence a public meeting.

' Please note that i will seud a copy of this correspondenee to the local

the eommuity.——1 am, &e,,

T, 11 WHITEHEAD.

To the Committee of the HoxeRoNG GENERAL Cnasiner or COMMERCE,

HoxuroxNa.
IToxuxkoNa, 16th April, 1396.
Sir,—As a4 member of the Commitlee of the Chamber of Commeree, I
have scen the Colonial Seeretary’s letter of the 10¢h instant addressed to the
Seerctary of the Chamber in which, by your Lxcelleney’s dircetion, the

Committee of the Chamber is requested o gtate whether its epinion ou the

Presg, for the information of the Members of the Chamber of Commerce and

i compliance with the Purlimmentary rvule that forbids the use of names in

sihjeet of the Sanitary Board remains the same as that expressed in - certain
letters of Mr. Kuswick’s dated the 19l Ovtober and 12th November, 1894,
and by Mr. MeCoxaciie in o minute attached to on of Mr. Keswier's
letters, or, whether the opinion of the Claunber is now in azcordance with the
views expressed by me, who, in the words of the Colonial Secerctary’s letter,
“represcnt at present the Chamber in the Legislative Conneil.””  The Com-
mittee of the Chamber, in the same letter, is further roquested to state whe-
ther I have any mandate from the pueely British members of the Chamber
as a body to oppose the views expressed by the R'etreuclnuezit Committeo
(the Unofficial Members of which were Mr. Keswicx, Mi. Ciiateg and
Mr. Jackzox, all members of the Chamber) and hy Mr. McCoxaenie when
representing the Chamber, aud to state theiv reasons for uny change of opi-
nion, if there has been any change.

I have no doubt that your Fxeelleney will receive from the Committee
of the Chamber of Comnneree, in due course, a reply to vour request for in-
formation asx to the present attitwde of the Chamber with reference to the
Sauitary Board and its reconstitution, althongh there may be some delay,
as the Committee will, douliless, feel Lound now to eall a general meeting
to consider the marter, a precantion which Mr. Keswicr and M. M:CCDN’A;
ciie do not seem to have taken before addressing the Government in Qcto-
ber and November, 1894,

As to your Execllency’s request for informadtion as to whether T have
any mandate from the purely British members of the Chamber to oppose the
views expressed as to the Sanitary Board by the Retrenchment Committee,
and Mr. Keswicek, Mr, Ciiareg, Mr. Jacksox, and MrMcCoxacnig, T think
it better, after very full and ecarcful cousideration, to reply to you mysell
diveet as I am ofraid that the constitution of the Chamber does not :1}f01'.1
any facilitics for obtaining the opinion of a section of its 111§1nbel's, and on a
purely municipal and not a commercial question, and as, morcover, vour
request seems to be based on certain assumptions to whieh 1 c.am;wt at all
give my assent and on which T may have toask your Excellency to obtain
the opinion of the Right Honourable the Seeretary of State for the Coloniex.

Permit me to point out that I do not, in the sense in which the expross

sion s used in the letter now under reply, * represent  the Chamber of Com-

e e % ik e, : 3
¢ in the Legislative Conueil. It is o convenient way of designating me,
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debate, o spenk ol me as the Representative of the Chamber of Commeree,
and although I am electel and noniinatel by the Chamber of (,‘mnmerce'_. I
am appointed by the Qurex, and I represent on the Couneil, together \Vlt}l
my eolleagues, the general interests of the community and not of any parti-

cular section of it. I am no more the represcutative of the Chamber on the

Couneil than Messrs. Berr-Irvive and BELILIOs are the veprescutatives of

the Government on the Council, becawse they are seleeted and nominated

for the honour by vour Excelleney.

Neither has the Government, at any timeg, recognized the Member of
Council, nominated by the Chamber, a5 representing it, or cutitled to speak
on its behall. When the Government has desived, for any purpose, to
ascortain the opinion or obtain the advice of the Chamber it has invarialdy
addressed-itself by letter to the Chaivman or to the Committee of the Chamber.
As to vour Lxcelleney’s reference to 2 “nandate,” and your request to

i i . TPy fitis ws of the Chamber
be iuformed if I have a “mandate from the Dritish members o

of Commerce to oppose the Sanitary Board Bill, may I be permitted to
remind vour Excellency that only the Chamber ag a whole—DBritish and

forcigners combined—could give me mandate, if such a thing were possible,
and that 1 could not be the mandatuire of a section of the Chamber. But
I thing as n mandate known to English Parlinsmentary practice.

and Members of Legislatures in Gireat Britain and

there is no sue
1t is a foreign invention, :
Ler Colonies have always refused to be the mandataires of their electors.
They have always claimed, uo matter by whom elocted, to exercize their
Vﬁwnt'iutelligcucc on all questions coming hefore the Leg’islativcj I;Bmlies of
which they werc members and to act aceording to the best of their julgment

i ' ity { ding tc riews of
for the interests of the eutire community and not according to the view

their immediate eleetors. .
As to the general guestion, my owu opinion is that if the commuuity

was fairly canvassed on the subject. a considerable majority of the British

residents would be found to e in favour of a popularly-cleeted Sanitary

Bourd, with adequate powers and an efficient staff, i prefercuce to any

an official majority, and 1 should bz very wlad

@ a plebiscitwm on the

Board on which there was
indeed to co-operate with your Fxcelleney in obtainin
subject. It will he an immense step in advance in the methods of Coloniat
Government, shonld your Excellency think well to apply it.

: P 3, o
As (o my own opinions 1 have expressel none as yet in Council on the
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subject exceept in so far as [ have said, what I think the Government admit,
that it is n retrograde step to have to change back from the populaly
coustituted Doard, established in 1888, to the older form of Sanitavy
goverament by a Department or by a Board with au offieial majority unless
there are very grave reasons to justify the step. Your Excellency has
expressed yoursell as favourahle to popular forms of government where
possible. I am open to conviction, aud if the Government, or the gentlemen
who advocate the views and opinions of the Government, are able to satisfy
me on reasonable evidence that the preseucs of an unofficial majority on the
Sanitary Board was the canse of its failure, if it did fail to perform tha
responsible duties entrusted fo it, I am prepared to vote for its reconstitntion
on the lines of the present Bill or any other the Government may introduce,
but 1 can find no evidence to that effect. The statement of oljects and
reasons attached to the Bill now before the Couneil refers to ihe experience
of the Plagne vear as justifying the proposed alteration, and as the basisx of
the recommendations of the Retrenchment Committee. I wasnotin Ilongkong
during the greater portion of that year, but from what I then vead in the
public journals, from my letters, and from what I have learned sinee my
rveturu, I gather that the Sanitary Board rendered during that period moss
cfficiens service, and that, if never before, it then fully justified the highest
hopes that had ever been placed on it. It grappled with the plague most
promptly, most vigorously, and most effectively.

I have been seeking, ever since my veturn to the Colony, for the evidence
on the other side, and I can find none.  Your Excelleney refuses to produce
the official reports and correspoudence on the subject, and even the Secretary

of State’s letter approving of the draft Bill.  You have only put forward in

support of the Bill the recommendation of the Retrenchment Committee, and -

the letters and memoranda of Mr. Keswrick, Mr. Cuarer, Mr. BELIL10S and
Mr, MeCoxacuie. These are mere expressions of opinion wholly unsup-
ported by facts.  They are, to my mind, completely countervailed by Dr.
Ho Kar's very full and very able memorandum issned with the other papers.
As to the recommendation of the Retrenchment Commission I ean only say
that however valuable the opinions of the individual Members who coneurred
initmay be, it ought not to earry any such weight as attaches to the opinion of a
public Committee investigating a matter properly before it. It scems to me

fa have been enfively outside the seope of their commission and, what is fur



[ 130 J -
Y

sore important, on . matier o which they had not taken evidence. [ have :
had the Blue Book report most carefully searched, and I can only find six . {
pages of evidence with reference to the working of the Sanitary Board, as
distingnished from the expeuditure under the head of Sanitation, and the
C'ommittee had actnally no evidence hefore it at all as to the work done by
the Sanitary Board during the plague nor as to its constitution. The only
clear expression of opinion on the subject is hy Mr. Croox at page 167, and
he was deeidedly in favour of the Doard,  Such defects as were indicated
and such opinions ax were given scemead to point more to want of exeeutive
power in the Board and to want of n sufficient staff through waut of funds,
than to any need for the reconstitution of the Board. The only reform
vonr Iixeellency now proposes i< the reduction in the number of unofficial
members on the Board, and I want some evidenee that the presence of an
unofficial majority was the eause of its failure, if it did fail. :

As to Mr. Keswick’s letter in the name of the Chamber of Commerce F O B T N I G HT L Y
I have already pointed out that it was written without consulting the :
Chamber ag o whole in any way. I find that the movement was initinted by N : N r
Mr, Keswick himself, that there waz, apparently, no discussion of the matter (J TJ- }3 R E N 'l Q U O I‘ -A- T I O N S
at any meotings of the Committee, and that the letter, drafted by M.
Keswicxk, was simply sent round to members for their individual approval, f DURING THE YEAR 1895.
was disapproved of by Mr. MACKINTO=II for one, received but a half-hearted
and Inkewarm. support, and hung fire for a couple of months belove if could
be got away. Being a purely political and municipal question it was not,
it seems to me, within the competenee of the Chamber to disenss.  The
Chamber had the right to eall the attention of the Government to the grave
injury done to trade by the insanitary state of the Colony, but it is hardly
within its competenee as o eosmopolitan hody to advise the Government as
to the constitution of any of the departments ot the Government, or as to
the best methods of getting the Government work done.—1 have, &e.,

T, 1L WIITEHEAD,

His Execcllency Sig WiLLiax RoBiNsox, K.C.M.G.,

§e. e

LS‘(I.,
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FORTNIGHTLY CURRENT EXCHANGE AND

On Lendon Private
Pank, |Telegraphic| Credits
QUOTATIONS. £ months’ | Transters, | 4 months
sight. sight.
Fortnight, ending 2nd JANUATY, - oeres 2/0% 20 2/04
Do, do.  16th January, «...... 1113 1/11% 2/04
Do.. do,  30th January, ... 1113 17114 2/04
Duo., do.  18th Februat¥y ceee. 1,113 1118 11113
Do., do.  27th Februarg, .o 1113 1114 20
Do, do.  13th March, .ee 1E 17115 210}
Do, do.  27th March, oo 213 2L 213
De.. T i e 214 221
" Tl A0, 2htTn Ay e 22 2113 2,01
1Mo, do. St Mag.. e 212 214 22
Do., do, 2omd May, i | 22 21% 221
To., do,  bth June ... wee anh 21% 221
Dao., do.  19th June. jeee. 22 234 212t
To., do, Brd July,.eeeenes 2ol o2 2103
Do, do, 17th July.eeeenss 2 213 2k
Do, o, B1st Julyy.ee eeeees 2% 214 LI
Do., do,  14th August, e gk O 2.8
Do., do.  28th August, e ] 2.2 228
Do.. do.  11th September, ... S @iy 2R
1o, do.  25th September, .. 2 23 S0 ) 228
Do., do,  9th October........ 221 SARE 2734
1 Ao, 23rd QctubeT ... 224 2:24 2.3
120, do,  61h NovembeT...... 2/2p 123 L
.. do. 20tk November...... 2 29l %
Do., do,  4th December.. ... 224 213 Dl
o, do.  18th Decomler,...... 213 21 22

Daocu-
mentary.
4 months’

sight.

)
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BULLION QUOTATIONS DURING THE YEAR 1895.

Pfrgltl‘ug. v B‘)ﬁga\v Cal?:\ltt't Bar
+ ::;:g:hs I)éman:l'. Delﬁan:]: SRR
Fes. 257 | Rs 187} | Re 1873 | 7§ %0 pm.
Fus. 253 | Rs 139 | Bs 139 | R},
Fes. 253 | Rs 187 | Re 187} | 81, .
Fes, 251 | Rs 184§ | Rs 1841 [10 ,,
Fes. 252 | Re 182 | Re 182 | 87,
Tes. 253 | Re 18: | Re 184 (10
Fes. 2.67 | Re 1804 | Re 189} [0 .. ..
‘Fes. 267 | Re 1913 | Rs- 191§ [L0},, .
Fes. 2.76 | Re 193 | Re 193 (10§ . .
Fee, 276 | Re- 196 Re 196 (10 ,,
Fex. 276 | Re 1941 | Re 104 |10} . .
Fes 276 | Re 1933 | Re. 1934 (10},
Fes, 2.76 | Re 1934 | Re- 1934 |10,
Fes, 277 | Re 196% | Re 1964 [10f ., ..
Fus. 2.76 | Re- 196 | Re 196|104, .
Fes, 2.74 | Re 186 | Re 196|104,
Fes. 2.774| Re- 1963 | Re 1964 |104., .,
Fes, 280 | Rs 1974 | Be 1974 (10 .,
Fes, 2.80 | Re 194} | Rs. 1943 (10},
Fes, 2.80 | Re 1954 | Rs 1951 10,
Fes, 2851 Re 194 | Re 194 |10 . .
Tes, 2844 Be 194 | Re 194 | 93,
Fes. 2834 Re 1013 | BRs 1014 | 93,
Fes. 281 | Rs 1914 | Rs- 1911 | 98,
Tes. 278 | Ras 180 | Re. 189 | 93,
Tes. 274 | Re 184 | Re 184 | 93

Sycee,

T g% pm. |

| ]
- Gold | Gold

* | touch. | touch.

L 96 pm. | $49.30 | $50.50
I . [ 84900 | 85100
1, . |&50060 85170
2} o | 830,75 | $52.00
2} . . | $50.25 | $51.50
3 . . [$50.25 ] 85140
43 ., ., | 8#R25 | §40.80
44 .. . [$47.30 | 84850
4F . . | $46.05 | $47.20
3F . . | $46.80 | $48.00
13 L | $46.55 | §17.80
6 . . | §16.55 | $47.80
51, . | $46.70 | 84500
AL $46.70 | $47.80
3% $46.60  $47.80
44 ., . |$4650| 84770
4 $16.40.| $47.60
B .. . | $46.20 | $4759
Bl L | $46.10 | $47.40
34 ., . | %46.10 | §17.30
B $45,.’.¥} s-ss.%o
4 . L. | 84605 | $47.10
31 4 . | $46.10 | §47.20
3% . . | $45.30 | $47.50
4 . . | 846.20 ] $47.20
4, . | 84690 $48,00
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THE HARBOUR MASTER’S REPORT.

No. 110. HarBour DEPARTMENT,
Hoxcrong, 26th February, 1896.
Sir,—1 have the honour to forward the Annual Returns for this
Department for the year eading 81st December, 1895.

SHIPPING.

2. The total fonnage entering and clearing amountel to 15,632,118 tons,
an increase of 1,383,443 tons over the previous year, ‘

3. There were 36,908 arrivals with a tonnage of 7,827,398 tons, and
36,838 departures of 7,804,715 tons,

4. The increasc in European constructed tonnage amounted to 1,056,404
Of this a large proportion is to be found under the British flag, partly owing
to a new river steamer, the Wing Tong, which during the year made 114
round trips and thus aceounted for 21,888 tons, partly to the transfer to the
British flag' during the year of certain vessels usually flying the “Dragon
flag;” but 638,631 tons of thiz increase, (or 8Y), represented bond fide
increased British tonnage. -

5. An increase of 245,168 tons is found under foreign flags, chiefly
German, Here again the temporary transfer of the ships of the belligerents
plays an important part, but here again 147,249 tons, {or 57), are represented
in the more direct manner.

6. The junk trade also shows a very satisfactory increase of 201,576
tons in the Foreign trade and 125,463 tons iu the local trade; about 86,000
tons of the former is owing to an additional departmental regulation, the
remaining 115,000 tons, however, represents increased trade.

7. The following statement shows how this amount of shipping is
apportioned :—

Comparative Shipping Beturn for the Years 1894 and 1895,

1894, 1895, INCREASE. DECREASE,

Shipa.’ Tonnage. |Bhips.| Tonnage. Ships.ITonnage. Ships. [Tonnage.

British,..oceensonnn| 6,022 | 7,778,396 | 6,626 | 8,589,637 | 604 811,241 ...
Foreign, .cooereens 2,430 | 2,690,786 | 2,463 | 2,935,949 | 33| 245,163 ...

J“““nFmign} 45,361 | 8,462,124 [53,027 | 3,683,700 7,166 | 201,676 ...
Trade, ......

Tatai, e s

54,313 |13,951,306 (62,116 | 15,209,286 | 7,303 1,257,980

oot in L"““l% 8,478 | 207364011,645| 420,827 3167! 125,463 ... | ...
PR _

|
1383443 .

Grand Total,... 1,383,443 ...

62,791 | 14,248,670 73,761 | 15,632,113 |10,970

NET, cvteusenssrrese o [10,970
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8. It is an interesting statistical face that the total tonnage entering and
clearing at Hongkong last year (exclusive of local trade) exceeded the 1894
tonnage entering and clearing at London (exclusive of eoasting trade) by
775,706 tons, also that, excluding our junk trade altogether, the tonnage
eutering and clearing in 1895 exceeded the 1894 tonnage at Liverpool
(exclusive of coasting trazle) by 1,036,008 tous, and at Cardiff by 1,047,195
tons ; while at Hongkong in 1893, British tonnago alone exceeded the British
and Foreign tonnage (exclusive of coasting trade) at Neweastle (the next
port in the United Kingdom) by 3,641,524 tous.

9. The actual number of ships of European construction, exclusive of
river steamars, which entered the Port during the vear was 486, being 336
British and 250 Foreign. They eutered in the agaregate 3,051 times makin
a total collective tonnage of 4,114,403 tons as under :— ‘

(1g
el

) _ No. or | StEAM & Sarr,
Fracg. Suirs.| Times ToTaL
ENTERED. ToxxNaGE.

A R Aoy e S LRI T 336 | 1,813 2,639,447
TR eyt i st e e e T al 80,963
S ETHEY, ety s oat b ee v s 6 24 61,116
R e T s e -5 98 115,753
B L e P b 97 43,623
Dhitich; ias S O S R o et 3 15 12,898
IOIVEITEG  prre i s s oo o e 17 123 167,809
et e L R ey P 6 638 744,811
liEalion Bemsiinn et Shom s Wl i b5} 14 18,846
Japanese, e 1 N 18 27 48,884
LIOTWeminn] oliitis et aiuier Snwseaes |33 127 145,369
HEHSEI0T, oo cintdees sy s s e 7 9 21,244
Bitmede, S L R 1 1 656
BDARISH, Cos ol v s et e dra e 4 4 3,844
T e e e 1 8 7,912
B e i e e | [ 2 1,228
AL s | 5867 | 2,051 4,114,405
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10 The 336 British ships, exclusive of river steamers, that entered the
Port in 1893, carried 2,410 British Officers and 42 Foreigners as follows : —
Bt el s eve e e s odustor et ra e skt a2 4 10

TR LTI 0 L yins s o - fe eyt s s B Sy e 16

GHCTIIIAIL, +avnnnornononraassansassssnsasnsnnreans 8
: DEUIG, varensnsnnrarneeniens risasassnraensssassrins 4
POrtUgUESe, vereerviisnnnraananeeraninprennars 1
' Chineseyeeenee e e e BT T 1
) . JAPRICSE, covennarrrnsisonsssrasnerrsoanetnassas : 8
i y
WA, « veveriereraneneasasioearirsaiarasastrans 2
i
o
t

NOTWCEIIN, < cvvrvnrnrerinnnnesressiasssesnsasnne

Lot it e 2,402 O ficers,

I o= == —_— ————
R - The proportion of Foreigners in British ships was therefore 1.8 §
= : ‘ compriging 8 different nationalities.
i . \ The 250 foreign ships that entered in 1895 carried 1,583 Officers, of
: - whom 132 were British as follows :—
= - __ Tit Chinese ships, . cevevs corsarerasesiessesneenens 98

ss JUPANESE 4y sereviroieresnarensistniaiiieran, 32

R e  Frenel  , eeererieeeeeeen 2
: -
1
' = Gt o e verreennans 132 Officers.
i

The proportion of Britishers in Forcign ships was thercfore 8.3 7

distributed under 8 different Flags of which the Chinese takes over 6 7.

TRADE.

: 11. Ta European constructed vessels the general trade from places other

than China and adjacent countrics was as follows :—

IMPORTS.

: Car;qn

Tessels . Vesscls Cargo
in transtt.

with eargo. in ballast. | discharged.
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From places in and adjacent to China.

Tessels Vessels Cargo Cargo |
with carge. | in baflust. | discharged. | in transit. “
: s
Tons. Tons, Tons., |  Tons. ‘
British, .....vons| 2,798,680 213,313 $84,524 446,707 !
Foreign, ...ooeveees| 728,137 174,215 523,822 285,951 ‘
TOTALy evvee| 3,526,776 397,528 | 1,408,346 | 682,638
] :
EXTPORTS. |
T places other than China and adjacent countries, .
I essels Fessels Cargo Cargo
with cargo. in ballast. shipped. i transif,
Tons. Tons, | Tons. Tons.
Britisly, ...ocoein. 930,427 130,718 | 645,493 77,145
o eientanatr 407,501 TT,248 224,636 | 37,102
TorTAL,...... 1,337,928 207,966 870,129 114,247 |
To places in and adjacent to China.
‘l"e.s'se Is Pessels Cargo Cargo
with cargo. | in ballast, shipped, in transit,
Tons. Tons. Tous. Tons.
}Eriti?h, veseannsn] 8,079,046 152,104 457,807 167,001
Foreign,....voee.... 830,009 126,235 335,071 106,622
TOTALy ol 3,929,055 978,339 792,878 273,62

Tons. Tons. Tons. Tons.
Brdtialt oowsneinssell. B2T1,919 1,441 1,070,788 709,757
Foreign, ... 552,821 10,783 | 416,094 231,468
TOTALyere 1,824,770 31,224 | 1,486,882 941,225

12, 4,450 Steamers, 96 sailing vessels and 26,554 junks entered during
the vear, giving a daily average of 835 vessels as against 75 in 1804, (It is
worthy of note that ou one oceasion during the vear, viz., at 10 am. 5th April
there were in the harhour 241 trading vessels, viz, :—69 steamers, 8 sailing
vessels and 164 jnuks.) +

13. For European construeted vessels the average daily entry would he
12.45 as against 11.57 in 1894, and of the steamers arriving 73.5 % were
Britizh including all the river steamers of which the daily entries averaged |

4.09.
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14. Having been absent from the Colony for about 6 months of the year
under review I am not in a position to offer any general remarks as to the
influences at work during the period as they appear from the Shipping Returns
to affect the general trade of the Colony. It would seem, however, that
these influenees, whatever they may have been, were disposed favourably
towards us.

15, The March quarter of the year showed a net increase over the same
period of 1894 in trade as represented by tonnage of 1,333 tons.

The half-year increased this to 224,371 tons.

The nine months ending 30th September brought it up to 845,203, and

The vear resulted in an increased tonnage credit of 1,383,443,

16. Inmronts Axn Exponrrs.

Trade of the Port of Hongkeng for year ending 31st December, 1895, v

Toxs,
Pas-
: . Regier | Songers
No. of| Dis- : In Bunker = Carried.
e Rhipped. | m. " Coul | Total. tered
Ships. | charged. PP Transit. | shippea. Tonnage.

British, ......... 3,639/1,821,038*% 991,4771,156,464 222336'4,191,315 5,275.547| 309,006
Foreign,.........; 2,463 939,916+ 559,707 467,419) 143,724 2,110.766| 2,935,949| 124.606

River l
Steamers

2.987| 134,274 111,823 ... 21,810 267,907| 3,314,090| 928,825
(British),. ) :

2,805,228| 1,663,0071,623,883| 387,870 6,569,088!11,525,586(1,362,437

Junks in l !

Foreien 53,027 463,88811,015,921] ... 1,479,809'{ 3,683,700 218,177
Trade,...... ) |
Total, ......oee.r| 62,116(8,359,116] 2,678,928|1,623,883| 387,8708,049,797|15,209.286 1,580,614
; | | |
Junks in ‘
Local 11,645 126,388  26,046) ... 152,434 422,827 10459
Trade,...... ‘
_ |
Grand Total,...| 78,761 (3,485,504| 2,704,974{1,623,883| 387,870/8,202,231 15,632,113|1,591,073

* Includes 8,650 tons and 2 cases Kerosine.
t Includes 27,190 tons and 18 cases Kerosine.
1 Including 17,982 tons of Kerosine.
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17. In Returns Nos. I. and IL. will be found the number and registered
tonnage of all vessels entering and clearing between the Colony and each
country with which trade relations exist, and the amount of eargo reported

as “shipped,” “discharged,” and “in transit” to and from these various

~ countries.

18. This Department has now, at an infinite amount of trouble and paiﬁs
on the part of the officers concerned, succeeded (to an extent limited only by
the reliability of the information afforded on application) in producing
statisties usnally only found at ports which have the advantage for this
purpose of a Custom Ilouse, and as T remarked on a former ocension 1 hope
the information may be valued in proportion to the amount of time and trouble

expended in its compilation,”

19. During the year 9,089 Eunropean constructed vessels aggregating

11,525,586 carried 6,569,988 tong, made up as follows :—

Tinpost: Cargoy «ceirveeninsrae s memens 2380 5.0 28
ORI O e v 1,663,007

BRI o R | (3 S 1
Bunker Coal shipped,.....cooseiiiinie. 387,870

6,569,988

The total number of tous carvied was therefore 56 7 of the total registered

tonunage ; in the previous vear it was 38 z, ant in 1893 59 Z

20. Inporrs (sxcrLupING RIVER STEAMERS).

Steamers,......oovee.nn. 2,955 menswring 4,014,845 (ons.
Sailing Ships, voeeviee 96 % SRbaatl o

Fotulyon 3051 o 4,114,403

——— e 1

”
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<

Exported 1,551,184 tons ol eargo, and shipped 366,060 tons of bunker coul. |

Tmporied 2,760,954 tons of cargo as nnder :—

S Compared with last year, this gives 188 ships more, measuring 198,242 tons,

LR

ARTICLES. 1894, 1895. IxcREAsE. | DECREASE. carrying 46,374 more tons of eargo, and shipping 32,509 more tons of I
' bunker coal.
R Y 3 8‘4‘3 { 147 23. European constructed vessels imported 1,232,221 tous in excess of
< ¢ 9: <. v | e = i i p 5 )
}i?){:(]:’, . ;:348 22340 : 3(_)0 exp.orts.. Junks exported an excess of 451,691 tous, The excess of hmports
Lol g g0 B L i o is thus reduced to 780,530 tons, from this must be deducted 366,060 tons of
-g(’%m' ............ o m‘i()() | .“5()() bunker coal shipped (exclusive of that supplied to Her Majesty’s ships and
Toffee, «oevieisedons . 500 . ' i jesty
C?nmn e 50 | 50 ¢ foreign men-of-war), leaving a balance of 414,470 tons consumed, manufactured
SR Tesmmenstmncenn :
EROHR e s éO?- : 499 and in stoek in the Colony or nnaceounted for,
LIRS, oot el 60,200 101,767 41,517 i : : . ( : 2l
Hemp, - ..... 1,200 | 1,200 o 4 24. The river steamers, aggregating 3,314,090 tons, imported 154,274
Jcrosinei(hulh),. s 2?’45)(]) | qé’gzﬁ wns of cargo, exported 111,823 tons, shipped 21,810 tons of bunker coul,
COaroer tan 34.005 ;’6( - 26, ) . - : ; ; .
el s (1-9?31’-(:12:“):’:1105)(13“'2;1-‘23 cases) (736,512 ’CGSUF) and couveyed 928,825 passengers, showing an increxse nnder each heading
R 1.’2'33 l fary "'436 except “passengers,” the number of whom carried was veduced by 113,133
(bt srrg o 3,804 g ; i
Opium, «oeeees 2:82'5 2,464 | 361 for the vear.
o L) s 1,066 | 1,060 cige 2__ S Erest .
Rottan, eoaviiin 625 Sl e 6245 : J. AssENGER Trarric,
T 619,075 164,368 140‘,2.3J | ‘ i b
S e e e (6,250 6,250 | e Arrivals. Depaitnres.
Saltpetre, ... -.-. .-‘;() 1 b ¥ ' 3;;(; British ships, ..... Mot B RLERITE) 163,516 including Emigrants,
Sandal-wood,...... 1,625 ,262 i 363 ey i ey
Hapm;-wund,’ ...... 1,500 6OV e 700 Foreign ,  .oivienenna. 67,480 57,126 . \
Sulphur,.coveeeeess 500 | > 1;(])9 River Steamers, ... o 150,130 |
SR Gttt 170,499 185,616 5,117 . ' : 440 e :
Tea, ’.. : ’3.5() 20 e 330 La:fllg:l‘;(iz:]r:tﬁﬂtlu witer: } 135,308 125,611
EImbDOE, sea e iencsra 16,040 26,389 10,3‘49 piin 2 O ,'. ..
\'ermio:ﬂ!i, et 170 800 630 o Junks (Forcign Trado), .. 111,026 107151
Gieneraly..... | 0096106 1,026,004 e 38,672 ;
: g ; 934,089 3,004
TOTAL,......| . 2,623,610 2,760,954 293374 |° 90,030 134,08 903,534
Excess of arrivals over departures (Forcign Trade), ......... 28,555 |

S ; Junks, Local Trade, cioiviiiiies. 6,665 S
91, The above table shows that the chief increase in imports during the i ' S; DL Eit U, 1 904,8: N R},.} ;1
Eyik : = ; i Aaunches 5 y4,8%2 TR.339
vear were in Flonr (41,517 tous), Rice (145,293 tons), Sugar (15,117 tons), » s 978, |
and Timber (10,349 tons), while the deerease is shown in 33,316 tons of 1,971,486 1,982,133 5

> . - a i i 1 6@ 1] ] . ] . ‘ 3
Kerosite anl 53.672 tons uncder the head of “General, Excess of departures over arrivals (Local Trade), oveevvvernirnniinnn 10,647 |

92, Exrorrs (EXcruping River STEAMERS). Ditference excess of arrivals, vviinivinenn... 17,908

| ——

SEEATIEIY, 1 reerernnsesn 2,937 measuring 3,999,745 tons,

_ ey From the above it appears that with a pussenger trafic amounting to
Sailing vessels, «opone 94 o 97,348

- " - i Y . . L
3,795,242 dving the year, the excess of arrivals in the Colony over departures

—

from it, inclusive of all allowances for crrors in reporting, amounted to

Total vveveneriesen,001 n IT,‘QOB e r]; R ;

4,097,093,
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ReveNce.
9%, The total Revenue collected Ly the Harbour Office during the year

was $234,418.29, an increase of $39,242.67 over 1894, The details are as

fol]_ow —

(15 Linht Dot s sy eoriees oot s §107,315. 01
(i) Licences and Internal Revenue,«..oveeeenss, 34,479.50 .
(i) Fees of Court and Office, «oovineiinniannsy, 92,622.88

£234,418.29

StEAM LAUNCHES.

28, Ou 31st December there were 139 Steam Lauuches employed in the
Harbour ; of these 59 were licensed for the conveyance of passengers, 63
were privately owned, 12 were the property of the Colonial Government,
and 5-belonged to the Imperial Government in charge of the Military
i g :

Authoritics.
LagrarioN.

29, 73,138 Imigrants left Ilongkong for varions places during the year,
of these 58,429 were carriel by Dritish ships; 112,685 were reported as
having been brought io Hengkong from places to which they had emigrated,

L ]

and of these 86,663 were brought in British ships.
Returns Nos, XVIIL and XIX. give the details of this branch of the

department.
REGISERY OF SIIPPING.
30. During the year two ships were registered, under the provisions of
the Imperial Act, and five certificates were cancellad.
Marine Magistrate's Couri.
31. 85 cases werc heard in the Marine Magistrate’s Court; refusal of
duty and breach of Harbour Regulations were the principal offences.

ExaMiNaTioN ror MAsTERs, MATES, AND IENGINEERS,

(Under Section 15 of Ordinance No. 26 of 1891.)

32, The following table will show the number of candidates examined
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for Certificates of Competency distingnishing those who were suceesstul and
those who failed :—

GRADE, PasseD. | FarLen.

WIHTIEINS, Ghion e ool e o oL P SRt S o 17 ! b
st Mites e e e s 15 5
e A s e et o L L 1) 0 -
G O M o T e 8 5

IRTHS by e S 44 - | 15

First Class Engineers,. ... oovveneennne. 10 | 8
Second Class Engineers, «vovvunenn..., 26 e R
o o 36 ! 21

Marixe Counrs.
(Under Svetion 13 of Ordinanee No. 26 of 1891.)
33. The following Courts have Leen Leld during the year :—

1. Ou the 19th April, inquiry as to the grounding of the British
Steamship Polyphemus, Official No. 97,818 of Liverpool, on
Jubilee Island (approaches to Hongkong) on the morning of
the 8th Ajpwil, in fogey weather. The Master's (WirLiax
Tuoxas Crues) certifieate of competency was returned to himn,

2. On the [4th May, inquiry into the loss of the British Steumship
Peking, Ofticial No. 95,860 of Hongkong, on the Southern
point of Meichien Sound, China Sea, on the moruing of the
Srd May, 'The Master's (GEORGE PARKER) cortificate of
competency was suspended for six months, v

5. On the 31st May inquiry respecting certain charges of mis-
conduct bronght against Roserr CraTiORNE, First Eugineer
of the British Steamship Riversdale, Official No. 68,974 of
Sundetland, by Epwiarp Prck, Master of the said vessel,
The Firsi Engineer's (Rosert Cratnoksk) ecrtificate of
competeney was suspended for six months,

4. On the 28th November inquiry respecting certain charges of
misconduct brought against Davin Gorvox, First Mate of the
British barque Torrisdale, Official No, 99,328 of Glasgow,
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by Roperr Ducuaxay, Master of the said vessel.  The Fivst
Mate’s (Davip Gorpox) certifieate of  competeney  was

suspended for three months.
“Suxpay Carco-WorKING OrpiNasce, 18917

34, During the year 105 permits were issued (exelusive of 42 issued free
during the coolic strike) under the provisions of the Ordinance; of these
928 were not availed of owing to its being found unnecessary for the ship to
work cargo on the Sunday, and the fee paid for the permit was refunded in
cach casc.

35. 29 Permits were issued free of charge to Mail Steamers,

36. T'he Revenue colleeted wuder this heading was $11,600; this was
£1,775 less than in 1894, but nearly 50% wore than in any other year since

the Ordinanee eame into forec.
SEAMEN.

37. 16,278 Scamen were shipped and 17,926 discharged at the Shipping
Office and on board ships during the year,

38, 289 Distressed Scamen were received during the year ; of these 59
were sent to the United Kingdom, 12 to Caleutta, 12 to Singapore, 1 to
Syduey, 1 to Port Said, 8 to Japan, 1 to Shanghai, 9 to Manilu, 2 to Bombay,
1 to Saizon, 6 died, 160 obtained employment, 13 remained at Government
Civil Hospital, and 4 at Sailors’ Home,
$5,882.78 were expended by the Board of Trade in the reliet of these men,

MariNg SurvEYOR's Sun-DEPARTMENT.

39. Return No. NXIII shows the work performed by this branch of the

Harbour Department,

10. The Assistant Marine Surveyor was ou leave from 27th May to

20th November.

41. His duties were at first undertaken by the Marine Surveyor in
addition to his own. Owing to a breakdown in the health of the latter, it
was later on found necessary to engage the service of a local engincer to

agsist in the work until the return trom leave of Mr. Macpoxarp.
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Licnrinouses.

42. The amount of Light Dues eollected was as follows :—

e - f
T e | Rare | No.or | | Torarn Fres
W epurox.| Smps, | LONYAGE. | cortnorep,
I - j
Ocean Vessels paying full dues,. 21 cents. | * 3,057 | 4,097,215 | 102,430.46
Lannches paying full dues, ......| =, ° 24 718 17.91
River Steamers (nighr-lmnts),...‘ £ cent. T40 723,962 1,825.90
Launches plying excluxively to
) Mi\m:u‘), e lt_'T G247 41.64
River bteamer's (_da_v-hnars), “een Free. 739 933,935 |
Launehes plying to Maeao by
day, . D TITIT ST - 303 13,951
Loralt e 5,006 | 5,776,026 | 107,315.91
1l e I

43. During the year the Lighthonses have been maintained as usnal.
The Prineipal Light-keeper returned from leave: and on the expiration of
their 3 years’ agreement, the Gap Roek Lightkeepers were permancntly
engaged on the Fixed Establishment,

44, Advantage was taken of the presence of Mr. Marrirws (of the
firm of Messts. Coonw, Sox & Marruews) at Colombo to engage his services
for a report on the Gap Rock Lighthouse and buildings, more especially with
reference to the damage sustained by these in the typhoon of 1893. A visit
was paid to the Rock and Mr. Marrnews furnished the Govermunent with
his opinion,

45. Ou the 8th April the 8.8, Polyphemus went on shore on Jubilee
Island daring o fog.  From the evidence advaneed at the Court of Inquiry
it was shown that she must have passed within about a mile of the Gap Rock
while the fog signal was going without hearing it.

Investigation with regard to the audibility of the signal was afterwards
made by me and the result reported in my letter of 30th April, 1895,

During my absenee on leave the “ High Explosives ” sound signal was
abolished in favour of the old-fazhioned gun signal.

46. Telegraphic and telephonic communication has heen kepr up with
the Gap Rock and Cape D’Aguilar during the year. From the former
station 488 vessels have been reported as passing and in addition 294
messages were received and 2,199 sent ineluding the daily weather veport for

‘the Observatory.
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|

Trom D’Aguilar 968 vessels were reported and in addition 348 messages . 17,034 permits were issued from this Office during the vear, heir .3 |
‘ . g i ring year, heing a ‘

g . A
were sent and 75 received. ; decrease of 2,122 as compared with 1894,

47. From the 9th of June the telegraph at Gap Rock has been worked A daily memo. of exports to Chinese ports was during the lied
. b '{S [§ & the year suppiie

by the Light-keepers in accordance with the recommendation of the Signalling ) to the Commissioner of Imperial Maritime C Toont ‘
g 4 ; - i . i ¢ Sl 88 r of Imperial Maritime Customs at Kowloon. i
Committee, and 2 Chinese have been engaged as watehmen. : e
% . Surprise visits were paid to 98 godowns during the vear.
GovErNMENT GUNPOWDER Deror. i 2
_ b b h I have the honour to 1
48, During the year 1895 there has been stored in the (rovernment e

Magazine, Stoneentter’s Island :— il

S - . o
) i - Your most obedient Servant,
. I Xo. oF APPROXIMATE
© Cases, WEIGIIT, : f
: = R. Murrar Ruusey, Retd. Comd., R.N., 9
\ ' Gunpowder, privately owned, ....‘ 18,481 362,662 ; Harbour Muster, §o. |
Do Government owned, e eeessrnenn) 11 1,188 15 ‘
-5 = St . X : : T'he Honourable J. H. Stewar | ‘
= . Cartridges, privately e s e ds S e 18,986 2,283,722 ible J. H. Srewart Lockiagt, 1
I Do, (zovernment ownel, ‘"'I 40 2,508 ; (olonial Seerctary,
5 g Explosive Compounds, privately owned,...... 3,151 153,988 S, Doy i ]
l 1 - Do., (rovernment owned,. 29 1,470 ‘
I 5 - ; .
-h >
| L O TAT e vty 40,698 3,005,533
* -

On the 31st December, 1893, there remained as under :—

l, No. or APPROXIMATE
e Cases. WEIGITT.
g . s,
Gunpowder, privately owned, «cvsviiiniiiinn, 3,991 106,990
Do., Government ownedyaveeraraaneaes 11 1,188 .
Cartridges, privately owned,.oivimereoinvine... 488 157,641 [
Do., Government owned, ...cooovvinenn. 90 13,382
Explosi"\'e Compounds, privately owned,...... 16: 12,710
Do., Government owned,. 25 1,353 ==
O s vsns a o s 4,768 293,264

Inmrorts axp Exrorrs (Opivy) OFFICE.
49. The Return shows that during the year the amount of opium

reporled was as follows :—

3 1894. 1895. Decrease. !
Rdported i R RN ] 578 36,609} 4,968%
Exported, «iaeeeseeencareess 38,9785 36,241 2,737%
Throngh cargo reported | 29,986 16,1903 6,795

but not landed, ...... |
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THE POSTMASTER GENERAL'S REPORT FOR 1895.
No. 29, GENERAT Post OrrICE,
Hoxaroxe:, 26th March, 1896,

Stg,—I have the honour to forward the following report on the
British Postal Sevviee in Hongkong and China during the year 1395,

9. The approximate statistics of correspondence received and des-
patehed during the year are given in table A.

These figures are arrived at from actual statistics taken during the
first 28 days of October. They indicate an apparent falling off in Inter-
national Correspondence despatebed as compared with the preceding year,
but the comparison is vitiated by the fact that the statistics for that year
were taken during November, and the statistical period included the dates

of despatch of both the Xmas and New Year's homeward mails, as explained

in paragraph 3 of my veport for 1894.
The Tnternational correspondence received shows a vonsiderable in-

eroase unlor all heads, the most important, though not the largest, being—

i a3 Y inerease
Ordinary letters, ......... e e A .15 Y inerease,
=~ 0
apers and books, R S 5
. N . o
Regiztered articles, vavie.onne e A =

The large appavent increase in the number of vegistered articles
roceived is, no doubt, partly attributable to the fact that 3 American mails
arrived during the statistical period of 1895 as against 1 in 1894, these
mails bringing regularly a very large number of registered letters—usually
from 600 to 700,

3. As regards local business the figures indicate & decrease of 20 7 and
28 9, respectively, in the number of post cards despatched and received,
and a decrense of 13 % in the number of papers received. The principal

Teads under which increases appear are—

Ordinary letters despatched, ... .21 9 inerense.
Papers despatched, ... T Y 33 % A
Registered arricles dogpatehed, ...20 7 o
Registered articles received, o297 2

4. Table B shows the monthly amounts of stamps sold at Hongkeong
during 1894 and 1895,

(a0 ]

The amonut sold during the last five months of 1895 shows an increase
of more than 19 7 over the amount sold during the corresponding period
of 1894, and as there has been no change in the tariff since Auzust 1894,
it is evident that the amount of correspondence despatched has increased
remarkably.

5. Table C gives the statistics of parcels received and dospatched, and
table D gives the comparison with 18%4. The figures are exact excepb as
regards those for parcels to and from the Coast Ports, which ave estimated
from statistics taken during 28 days.

They indicated a steady increase in the popularity and uscfulness of
the Parcel Post.

6. Table E shows the revenue and expenditure of the department
during the year. Inecrcases appear under all heads of revenwe except hox-
holders’ fees, the most important item being the receipt from the sule of
stamps which shows an increase of nearly 26 9.

The expenditure shows considerable increases under the Leadings
“Share of United Kingdom expenses ” and  Share of other Countries,”
which ave attributable partly to increase in business, and also largely to
the inclusion of sums disbursed in 1895 in payment for transit services
performed in previous years. No trustworthy conclusion as to the inerease
or decrease in Postal busivess can be devived from these figures. The
contribution towards the P. & O. subsidy is a fised charge in sterling, and
tie small decrcase is due to a more favourable average rate of exchange. :
The decrease under the heading Cbuveyzmce of Mails,” i.e., gratuitics to
masters of private ships for conveyance of local mails, does not necessarily
indicate a falling oft in local business. The masters call for the money at
odd times, as suits their convenience, and the amount paid in any year is
far from being a sure measure of the amount earned duving the year.

The decrease in * Working Expenses ™ is due principally to the fact
that certain promolions were kept open oun the rvetirement of the Messrs.

Barravas, and were not filled up until the current year, partly also to

cconomies effected in the staff towards the end of 1891,

The total rvevenue shows the handsome balance of 350,209 over
expenditure, as against 38,820 for the previous year.

7. Table F shows the numbers of parcels despatched to Europe by the
D& O. vessels, with the amounts of postage and insurance Lees collected.
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8 The Cape of Good Hope joined the Postal Union on the lst
January, and the postage to that country was reduced in consequence,

9. An arrangement was concluded for the insurance of parcels to India
to take effect from 1st Jauary, 1896. The conditions are published in
the Government Gazetle of 7th December, 1895,

10. A Parcels Post to Brisbane wié Colombo came into force on the
1st July. The conditions will be found in the Government Gazette of 29th

June.

11. A Parcels Post to Canada wid Vancouver was also arranged, and
took effect from the 1st October. The conditions will be found in the
Government Gazelte of 14th September, 1895.

12. A Parcels Post o New Zealand vid Colombo is under consideration
and will, T hope, shortly Le arranged.

13. The present Post Office is utterly inadequate for the requirements
of the Colony. So far back as Mr, Lister’s time and frequently during
my tenure of office the necessity for a new office has been urged upon the
Government. (See Postmaster General’s reports for 1887, 1888, 1889,
1890, 1891 and 1893.) The work of the office continues rapidly increasing,
and it is hoped that the erection of the new office, which I understand is
in coutemplation, will be pushed forward with all possible celevity. The
rate at which the Lusiness of the Post Office is increasing also renders it
desirable that the dimensious of the new office should he far in advance of
actual present requirements.

14, T would drvaw attention to the extreme inconvenience which is
caused by the shortness of the stay made at this port by the outward Freuch
wail, which frequently arrives on the same morning that the homeward
mail leaves, and leaves again the same afternoon after a stay of from 8 to
10 hours. In that time the homeward mail has to be sorted, the outward
mail prepared and despatched, and the Shanghai and Coast and Northern
mails sorted. The result is that there is not always time to sort the whole
of the Shanghai mail, which has therefore frequently to be despatehed only
partly sorted. All this incouvenience might be obviated if the French
authorities could be induced to allow the mails to be sorted on board the
steamer, on her way ui) from Singapore, by an officer of this department,
as is done on the English mail. Such an arrangement was actually com-
pleted at one time (see my reports for 1889, 1890 and 1891); but the

LT
French authorities suddenly withdrew the privilege. I think the time has
arrrived when the question should be re-opened. :

15. Messrs. T. and C. Barrapas resigued their posts on the 24th
January.

16. Messrs. A. Sinva and S. Moork joined the department as junior
clerks on the 4th March.

17. The Messageries Maritimes steamship Melbouine was detained at

Saigon in May on account of fire, and her wails were brought on by the
8.8, Manche.

13. The Messageries Maritimes 8.8, Yarra was dctained at Colomlo
1 June, aud the 8.8, Rosette Lrought her mails to Hongkong.

19. The tclegrapl office has been transferred to the offices of the
Eastern Extension Australasia and China Telegraph Company.

20. The Agencies at the Coast Ports have been managed satisfactorily,
with the notable exception of Hankow, the Agent at which port has given
an infinite amount of trouble by his repeated delay in forwarding his

accounts, and neglect to reply to numerous letters from this office on that
and other subjects.

21. The question of illicit Chinese Post Offices has again cccupied the
attention of the Government, and a larze number of Chinese who were
found to he illegally forwarding correspondence to Manila, Haiphong,
Banglkok, and other places were warned that from aud after the lst
Janunary, 1896, the law would be rigorously enforced, and the exceptionally
large sale of stamps in December would seem to indicate that the action
taken has proved efficacious.

22. Since the 5th October the following classes of correspondence have
been delivered without extra charge:—

(a) Correspondence posted on the high seas in the letter bos on
board a vessel, or placed in the hands of the commander pro-
vided the postage is prepaid by means of the postage stamps
and according to the tariff of the country to which the vessel
belongs or by which it is maintained.

(b) Correspondence posted on board in port, provided the prepay-

ment is effected by means of the postage stamps and ac-

cording to the tariff of the country in the waters of which
the vessel bappened to Le,

|
y
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MONEY ORDER BUSINESS, 1895,
Numbers Colonial Total
’ of Anouut. Com- Com-
QOnilers. mission. mission.
In Sterling. a0 il e
Liongkong, Shanghai and Coast Ports on United ICingdom, —arreeeien oy Bl 8,863, 9. 4 306.54
Do. on Queenslaml, e 168 267.17. 3 16.21
Do. on New Sonth Wales, oo 46 159.10. 2 3.15
Do. LN 2 EOT L o vae S S R il _ 216. 6.10 2.87
Do. T e e e T i (! 0.25
Do. on Tasmania, ...... s 2 6 33. 0. 0 | .86
Dao. o enlEnd e R 27 117. 5.10 | 2.16
€ = i

Total Outward Orders in Sterling, .o iinnass

3,082

9,663, 5. 9

i
332.01

Lnited Kingdom on IT'koug, S’haiand Coast Povts, oo,

Queenslang Do., (including also Japan),......
New South Wales Do.. T P R e e B e
Victoria Ten SR e e
South Australia Do., st Vs e e e g
Tasmania D(),, B S e

New Zealand Do,

1,029
1,505
690
534
166
157
134

329414, 4
10,512.12. 1
3,156.14. 9
3.210. 0. 7
1,244, 5. 9

629. 5. 9

784, 0. 3

306,31
970.83
290.72
303.92
114.14

57.51

67.11

Taoral Inward Orvders in Sterling, ooveeinnen. il

4,215

|22,781.15. 6

2,110.54°

332,04

2,110.54

_Cm-.riedforwm'(l,..-....._..s...........$ 2,442.58

|
|
|
|
|
|

el
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MONEY ORDER BUSINESS, 1895,— Continued.

Numbers Colonial Total
of Amount. Com- Com-
Orders. mission. nission.
In Dollars. 3 o S 5 c
Bronght forward, ............. 2,442.58
. A i s
II()uuLQnu on She ul(rh:u, R o e S T R o P A S S S AU i b ]-1() u,(_)ld.?:g .36,1,;
4 e T A BTN o e e e i s s LTS LTTTTTTTETRLTPpPS 33 _"“0-0“ ! H-fo
{Tongkong, Shanghai and C(mst Ports on United States of America, «.ooveeeesl 116 Q1242 24:_34
Do. on Canndn, oo 48 1,014.14 ]b.13
Do. oty SRR, eocreneotnono N At 1 20.00 0.0 ;
Do. on Japan (including through Orders .
from Australia, Straits, &c.), «o-ore| 1,624 85,057.68 142.20
Do. on Straits Settlements, ...ceeveeieinnses. 107 17,586.?19‘ 21.07
Do, (TN T 0T i e ot e 15 - 334906 0.99
Do. on British North Borneo, ..oooviaennnee. 48 1,011.94 . 1.9_797
Total Outward Orders in Dollars, «ooovvianeeend| 2,138 93,421.49 2(8.54 268.34
Shanghai on Hongkong and Coast POTls, coveeiviriisiiniiniiiiieninensininnicnenn 88 I,,EZSS_I.OJ 3(_)‘43
United States on I]oaghonc, Shanghai and “Coust l’mth, e TR PERREES 177 3,486.00 17.43
S e e e L ST R R
T s, ] N N R e 7,658.41 1.16
) 3 evssssemsraiascasacsssins ¥ i
SETAILS SEULLEMGIES, wrense sersarererssesnsssssbonsiannsesssnssonsinenrsonsnnansasans I v 14,153.68 BL.54
e R e 894,02 6.00
AR e S D RS e TR 3,190.46 |  25.00
Total Inward Owders in Dollars,.voee..... cewnsnenns| 1,460 35,037.77 186.82 186.82
Carried forward,...oonen.. e $2,897.74
MONEY ORDER BUSINESS, 1895,— Continued.
Numbers ‘ Colonial Total
of ~ Amount. | Com- Com-
Orders, | mission. mission.
In Rupees. Bs. as| & e £ e
Brought forward, ............... S 3 ' 2,807.74
Hongkong, Shanghai and Coast Ports on India, ...... e e TR e B C)() 597,035,12 311.85
Do. G ] O e s 21 700. 5 0.15
Total Outward Orders in Rupees, oovveeenn..nn. 923 57,786. 1 | 312,00 312.00
India on Hongkong, Shanghai and Coast Ports, .. 396 36,686. 6 95.89
Ceylon on Do.. oot e P 7 276.11 0.77
Total Tnward Orders in Rupees,.cvvciivnin.,, 403 36,963, 1 96.66 96.66
Imperial Postal Orders Payable in the United
Kingdom. A5 ik
{ 1,000eders; .. oters 1,305 G6a. 5. 0
15 R e ] ()] 82. 1. 0
Seld at Hongkoug, Shanglhai aud Coast Ports, ... 30 s 86O 215. 0. 0 | > 1,258.86
B o oo woee] 1,308 654, 0, O
200 . 2,888 | 2,888. 0. 0 |
Total Sterling Orders, coevverenn. 7455 | 8,904 6. 0 1,253.86 | 1,253.86

Carvied forward,...coeusenns..

veerreennennd, 560.26
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