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HULI!i:3 A.ND Hl~GULA'l'fO:\~. 

I. That the Soeiety he style,[ TilE liCJ:\ v KO :'ilT (;t.::-.u:u. ('Jl.Uti:E({ 
OF Cu)ntEt;cE. 

I I. That tile ol•jeet of tiw C lmml•er ~hall he to \\'<ltl'h 0 1 L'r an.! prote<·t 
f'iw genem.l intl're~h of Comrncn~e. to eoll1wt information on all matter~ or 
interest to the :\lereamile C om nllllli t1·, :tllll to 11~e cn·rY n•can,; within ih 
power for the removal of evil~, the I'~< ire~,; ol' gril'l'anco<' a tHl the pronwtion 
of the c~omnton good: to <·ommnniea.te with Autltorities and other,; H1erenpon; 
to form a eode of pmetiee, \\"herein• the tran":wtioll ot' hu,;ine~" may ho 
:-<im pliti l'd :tiHl fnei li tat et! : to reeetn~ refL•retwt·:<, and tn arhi t rate het ween 
<li,;pnhnt:-'-tlw <leebion" in Slll'h ret'creuee to he re"onkd fm· fntll l'l' gHida tli'C, 

l 11. That all Alun;ant ile Fimb and )'l'r:-'oll~ t·ngag;cd or i ntere~tL~d in !lw 
Tm<l<~ of China shall he l'ligiltk• for admi~~ion a~ M enllJer~ 111 th1• IIIHllllCl' 

lwrcafter de~l'l'ilwd, at11l on p:rymc11t of !;!<.)() for Finn~, and 8lii for ,-inglfl 
indi1·idual.-< for the C'lllTCil t year, and a like All1111al Sul t:<<·ription, pa~·ah lc in 
:ulvauec un· i~t .Tallnary. 

n·. That (':llllli<late:-' foj · mhn is~ion pwp"~ed by 0111' ~\l•:tnht• l ' :tllll :<een!ldcd 
ltv a11other s ha il be elec·te<l at. the n;urh· ~~~~eti11g- In· a tnajorit,· of votP,.; of 
tl~e :\lemher,; thc11 pn·~ellt, or i11 tl;e illtPrval, [>_,. the; l'ollii;Jitll·~·, :<uhj,·•·t to 
confirmatio11 at the next. eH~Hillg- Ueueral :Meet ing. 

\'. That voti11g hy Proxy, or hy MPIIJ!Jel'S 11· 1Jo~e S11b~< · ript ion:-: are in 
a1 re.Lr, hu not a!lm,·e,[, anti that. not 111orc t·hat t one J.lL'Illher ol' the S:tllte Firm 
IJe allowed io 1·ote on tl1e ~ante o<·•·as ion . 

\ " !. That. in rltc aiJ:-<ciii'B l'rotn the Colo11Y of all tl u· l'a rtnL•r,.; 111 a Finn, 
tb eir R~·1n·e ,.; e ntati1·c hy l'cJirer of .·\t torncy ,.;l;:tll be e:llitled to vot< ·. 

Y I I. That auy ::Uemher lllay IH· expelled from til e Cha lllhL·r on tlw 
propo:-:i tio11 of the Connuitt:;c eOilllllllll ieated to all the JI< · t nlte r~, an:l l'oll~i
<lcn~d al'. a (-:i-eueral .:Uoeting-, prodded that. nor fc11·er rlwn t\\'o-tllird~ of tllo:;e 
pre~l'nt Yul e for the cxpnl:-:ion. 

\"Ill. That :ttl\" lllllnbe r of }lntnk·r . .; 1101 le~." tha n 10 ' hu ll it., hl'l ,] to 
cou~titn te a (;c•ncral ~Ic·vtillg' ealle:l ill eon[o nnity with tlw r11l e:; ol' tbe 
Chanthcr, wltellH:r yearly or :;peeial. 

IX. That tl1 e Bu,.;ine~ . .; atul Fund,- of the Cha mber IH· lll:JIIa "·d l11· a 
Committee of i\iue }femha r~. eu11sisting- of Cl.mi mmn, Yiee-l' ha i1:~ 1 a11 ;tml 
~c,·ell :;vremhor,.;, to he elede1l an1mally, at the .'·early <;en em l ~'Inetiu .~ of 
the Cllal!lher. Four to form a <[I!Ol'lllll, and the Clzainnan 111 <'asc of equality 
to ban~ the ea~tiug \·ot e in addition to hi~ own. 

X. That tlw Conuuiltcc .-<ball m eet at lea~t once a month, 011 "'ll'h da1· 
a~ 111<1,\- be lixc<l for til e tmu::;netion of hn:;in e~s , awl at otltct: ti llll.'" w he;t 
~11111111one!l hy the Chairman, or in hi,; u.l,~eltee hv the \'ire-Chairma n. The 
pro<·eeding,.; 'io l,c laid. on the table l'or t.lw in,.; p c•ction of 1I<'illiJ(! J' ,.;, ,.;n l•.kct tu 
"lieu rog-nlatiou" a~ the l'onnnittee may •leeru expedieut. l11 ea""~ ,,J the 
uon-atteudanee of the Chairman ur \"iee-Citainuall, a Chainnau to lie dw,.;etl 
J,y t.lw ~lcm !,cr.; r ~rco;cu t. 

ll------------~-----------------------------~-------------------------------------------
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XI. That m ca~c uf a vacancy in the Committee, it sl.all be Jilletl np 
pro tempore by the Committee until the next General :Meeting: and that 
they ha Ye the power ·to appoin t a ~no-Committee from thei r owu Hmuber for 
any purpose whnteYcr. 

XII. That a paid ~t·cretary be electml h.'" the Committee, sw:h elcetion 
to he ~ul.ject to eoufinuatiou at the next ensuing Geucral :Meeting. 

:XIII. That tlw Anunal Ueueral1Iect.iug of tbe Clwmher :<halllJe held 
in the month of FebruarY Cor a~ ~oon thereafter a~ nmy be foutHl com·euient) 
of cacb year; ami that Sp~cial :Meetings shall he cnll~d l>,v t.he Chairman, or 
in hi:> ahsctwe by the Viee-Chainnau, 011 the re!ptisit.ion of any FiYc .Meml•ers 
of the Chamber, to h e lwlt! with:u teutlays snb~e<JIH>IIt to the reeeipt of >'lleh 
reqnbitiou. 

X[\' . That all important que.<tionti att'ecr.ing tbe Trade of the P ort, aJHI 
it.ti Polit.ical or Commercial relation~ with tlw Empire of China or with other 
~tatc;;, nmy lJe di~ctt~~et! at the Yearly General .Meeting or Special Gctteral 
:Meeting for that pnrpo~c cOJJYetle<l, iu the nmnn<•r proYitlct! for h,v Hule XIII. 

:X. V . That the Connuittce he empowered to frame By-Jaws, which ~hall 
at ouee eome into foree, hut mu~t. be presented for confirmation at. the next 
t•nsniug General Meeti ng; of the Chamber; aml heing so c'oufirmed, shall he 
equally himling; wi t.h the~e H.ulei' npon all :.Memucr:<. 

X\'1. That the FttUJs of the Chamher ,;hall he paid iuto 011e of the 
Banks under an aeconnt to he openetl b.'' the Committee, a!HI that all Cheque~ 
shall ue ~ignet! by the Sccrct:u·~- to the Chamuer, countcrtiignetl hy the 
Chairman or Viee-Clmirman, or in their ab~e11ee hy one of the Committee; 
that all disbm·~cment~ :;hall he sanetioned uy the Cmumittee at their onli11ar:· 
Meeting,.:, antl that all accoutlt ,;hall he mulited hy two i\Iemuer~ of the 
Chamber Ullll lai~l before the year!." Gcneml l\Ieet ing. 

X\' 1 I. That a yearly He port of the procet~tliugs be prepared, ami, after 
hei11g nppruYCLl at a Gcuem! :Meet ing, printe1l ltllll eirenla!ctl. 

XVIJJ. That the alJove Hulc~ he atldetl to or altered only hy a majority 
of the Memuer~ of th e Chamber present nt a <.:eue ral M eeting-, ten Lln _,.,: 
notice hnYing hcen gi ,·en of the proposed a!terntion. 

X I X. Tlmt the foreg oing J{ul c~ l•c printecl, aml an authelltiea tCtl copy, 
sttl>seriLetl h r each :Member on atlmi~sion, be kept a>< part of the reconb of the 
Chamber. • 

--------~~~-~-------

JJ Y-LA \VS. 

I. The Office ::;hall he open tlaily frotn Noon to 1 o'cloek 1'.~1., when 
the Secretary ~hall he in attendance, awl rer~<ly to eommnnieate with nuy 
Member requiring information or aece~s to the Hceonb of the Chamber. 

I! 

( \) ) 

11. The ~et:ret:try ~hall nf fCtlll all .:\leetilw" (indtt<liu« tlw~e of the 
Aruitra tiou Committee, if required), keep a jom~Htl of all pr7lceetliu~"' take 
clHtrge of all tlocnmcut~, keep the aeeonut" of the Challlher, collcet :-ituti~ties, . 
prepare ~tatPtneuts of Trade, eomlnet aud keep copies of corre~poudent·t>, ntH! 
attentl to "neh other tlnties as may be required h~' the l'onnui t tce. 

.IlL All Commnuieatiou" ,.!Jail he reeci\·etl and au"''·t·red throtwh the 
Chninuan, Yiee-Chainnau, or Secretary. 

0 

.IV. No tlocnmeut,; belonging to tlw Chamber ~hall be remo,•ed durin.r 
Office hom:-<, nor :<hall any minute of its proceeding,; he made puhJie withm~ 
an onler of t.he Committee. 

\ ' . X otiee of any proposition or lnrsint>."" tn ht· laid hefot'c the ,·ea rh· 
Geueral Meetiug, or any Speeial :;\lt·e!ing, ,;hall be g;iYell to the :-ieercta.n· :;1 
l e:t~t fnr·ty-eig-ht. hour:; hefor·e the l\Iet>ting, who, in -the t'in·ular ealling- ; ut'h 
l\Ieetiug, will :<talc the hu"iue"" tH' propo~ition, ant! hv whom to he Lron«ht 
forward. · " 

\ ' 1. The mean~ to proYiJt! a suitable E~t.abli:'htne u t, nral to defra1· ex
peu><Cs in addition to the Suhs(']'iptiou8 fixed by Hnlc a, ~hall be miot"~ l i;t the 
f?llowiug mmmer :-By the »ale of Statemeut~ of Tr:ule, by fee., on Arbitra
twn at1tl Heferenee~, uy fee~ for "ertitietl eopie.< of the Ht,eord,; anti other 
Docnmcnts in the Arehi\"CS of the Chamber, lllHl hv I'Olllllt:tl"\' o·ift~ l\11<1 eoll
triuntions either iu money, map", book:<, or a ny thit;g wllieh t~a~ he ns::fnl to 
the Ins! it ntion. · 

Y J l. The C'ommittet· ~hall appoint. e\·ery rt•:tr li,·c from th eir llll!Hiwr 
three of whom in r..:gnlar "liCCl'""ion tihall be 'th~ • .\t'ti.ng Committee , to dceid~ 
on all ca8es ""omitted to the .Arhitmt ion of the Chamber, w ho"e fttltNioas 
>'hall e~ntir.uw "o J,~ug as any hu"iile"" bronght before them during the ir pericH! 
of sen·tce 1~ umleculcd. · 

Ylll. The .Member« of the Arhit.r:t ti.otl <.'onuuittee ~hall l1e ent itled ton 
Fee of not leti~ thau ::):5, a111l not more than :1::20 eneh anti rite Chamuer to a 
Fee C!n addi tion) of ~tot l.e:;s than ~ !0, awl not m~re ~.han ;:: lOO, 011 c,·ery ea"t> 
:mbmttte1l to the arh:tratron of the Uhamber. The amotll tt to he reo·nlatetl "'' 
th e Arbitration C'omtnittee, acconliug- to the importance of tht:> ca~e awl th'c 
time occ upied the reiu, subject. to an appeal to the General l'oHlllliltec, who~e 
deci:;ion on the amount :;hall be final. 

IX. The Di~iputants in an Arhitratiuu ca~c ,;hall lte hcltl to gua rantee 
the fees jointly and severally to the Uhamucr. 

X. The Aruitratiou Committee "ha ll appoint its o"·n Clminnan ami 
eonfine it:; f.nnctiouB ~o eases whc:n i t ~ inter vention or :uh· i ~.:e is rerjue;;tctl, and 
on ,no occast~u slutll1t proecetl \nth a uy case unless all the partic,; subscribe 
a hontl mnkmg the a ward n Hule of the Supreme Court. l' rintet l forms of 
~mch Bond:< legally prt!}Jal'Cll, ~hall be kept fo r tltc infonnatiou of M ember,.: 
who may haYc occasion to rc~ort to the Chamber for Arl1itrat io 11 : auJ the 
Conunitt{!e :<hall uot arloitmte upo!'' n~•r take any cog-nizmw e of, any tli spute 
whateYcr, unlc"s one of the partre~ ruterc,.:tetl therein he a :Vlemucr of the 
ChmnlJer. 

. :X L Th11t in the cYent of any <tllest'ion as to the eunsrrul'tion or applit•a-
tton of these B~--~"aws, the G eneral Committee flhall haYe power to decide 
th e same, ~nbrmtttug the matte r to the nex t l~cucral M ectin" of the Chnml>cr 
for its fina l tlcd~lon. "' 

I ~ 
~L_--~1 ------------------~--~~------------~----------------~ ~--------------------------------------------------------
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SCALE OF COMMISSIONS AND BROKERAGES 
rtdoptr·tl b!f the lloll ff iiOII_q (.'eJu•ral ( 'ft rtlldH·r '!f' Commen·r·, 

at the li£t((·,IJCfli'~IJ Jl cctiuy hdrl on .·lpril -30th, 18'7.?. 

CU:\1 :\Il ~~I 0:'\S. 

Pun~ha~i 11g- o l' ~elling- '1\·a , Ha ll' Silk, and Cotto11, ...... ..... ;) per cent. 
an'' of alJOn:, if a,; I 'Ptll l'll~ for Good~ ~old, ..... .. .. ~-!, 

' 11' 0 . •)-or :-:e ttl;£ JHlnn, .... ~···· · ·························· ···-

or ,;<;lliug- nll other C:i ood,; an<l i'nHl nce, ShiP" t ,j 
an<l HPal E,;tatt·, .... ....... . ....... ...... .... . \ 

nnol ~clling Share,; or Stock,; ............ .... ......... I 
ln~p<·ctiu :: Tea or Silk, .. . ............ . .. ....... .............. .. . ... ! 
Glutrante·~ing; Sale~, ... . ... . ................. . ....................... ~~ 

. , . Rl'm it tanc·e,;, ....................... .. . ...... ... .... . 1 
Drall' ing o1· Pndor~iup: Bill,; of Ex<'haug-<', ........................ 1 

,, · •lr ut•gotiatillg Bill,; of Ext·halll!.'l' without r•JeOIII':<<~,. ~! 
Pun)lw<ll.!.!' or .rl'nl i,;ing· Bullion or B ill,; of Exdw.llg'C', .... . .. ~ 
Rt•mittin;.:: the l'roccetl,; of Bullion m Bill,; of Exdmug-c .... ~ 
l'a\"iuo· a :"l reel'idtw 1Ionev in Current At•Ponut, ............ ! 

• r"" - 0 ' • ) l 
• , ~:1ip'~ Diolmr,.:cmeut~, . ...... .. ............................ :..~ 

Col!Pdin ;~· Freight, ...... .. .................... . ...................... ~& 
Ohtaiuiu~ F rt•ig-ht or Charter, ..................................... <J 

, .. o•· ,, allllcolleetiug- ,;ame Freight, ... li 
Ad,iu~tiu;~ ln~urnnce Ch1im~ ou Amouut Heeo,·cred, ......... ... :!~ 
Effect-in.!.!· .Iu~umuec, on the Iu:mred Amount, .................. \ 
Pro>'eeu ti ng o1' 1lcfend i ug- ~ncee~,Ju lly l' laim~, either at Ln \\' I_ ,j 

or l"· Arhit rat.iou, . ................................... · ..... · I 
Pro:;el'ntill" or dde11diu"· llnSIH:eB~,;['uJh· , ..................... .' .. ~1 
::.VIauag-i11! : ( .;,uttc:-: autl ~~ ,l let:tiug H1•llf~, ....................... .. •i-
Trnn~hip 1ing- and forwardin~· ,J,.weller~·, and Bnlli ou, , .. ...... :} 

, ,, 

,. 

., 

,. 
, 
" 

" 

,, 

Forwar•li 1g or trau6hipping l...'ar~o, ............................... 1 , 
Trau,.:hipp iug or forwarding Op1nm, ........ .. .... .......... .. .... '!'~pe r ehe~ t. 
Good,: w :r lnlrawn or re-ship ped, .......... ... ............. ....... . ~ Conu11i:;:;ion. 
Grautiug Le_tters of Credit, ... ...... ....... .............. ... ... .... ! p e r evut. 
} 'or doiug ~hip':; hn~inc,.:;.: when no inward or ont wart! l'om-l ~I) <·eut,.: pt~ r 

mi:;~ · on i,.: e:trned, .... . ...... .. ........... ............ ... ...... f Hegi><t"cr ton. 
T he eoJI\" ,lrsion iuto Iloug kong currcuey o[ i<tl'rling freight- in ward to lion!-(· 

kou)t, payaLle in liougkm•g-, "hall, nnle,.::; otherwi,;c sti pulate<!, he ma~le 
at t he rate for Bank B ills on London payahle 011 demaml: aml the ruto 
rulin~ at the do"e of a mail shall he the rate :Lppli1·:thle to ,.:ueh jlltrposc 

d uriug tlw ::mb~c1pte nt w et:k. 

BIWKElL\UE~. 

Bill~ allll Bull io11 ................ ....... ..... ...... ~ 
Prmlno·e ,\: Geucral 11erehamli ~• · , . ....... ... .. ~ 
Fire Ann:;, .......... ..... .. ....................... l 
For negotiat ing und completing- Charter~ I 1 

and prucuriug Freight, ............ .. .... f 

l'a ,·alole 1 o\' S el ler. 

" 
,, 

. , ,, 

" 
loy Ship. 

per (Tilt. 

" 

~-~~ ·~' --------------------------~--~=~----~------------------------~ 
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TA.RIFF OF DROI~E R .A.G·ES 

AI>Ol''t'.EIJ t:\ 

T£TE sTOt'K IWOKEHS' ASSOCL\.TW~ OF IIO:\' GKt>:\U . 

2!Jrrl Jhtrclt, ZR!J'!. 

flANKS-

China, .hpan, & Rtmits, Ltd.... llk 
Do. FounU.Brs' ... ;;:r, 

lTongkong & Hhnnghai ............ · 50,,_ 
N:ttional Bank of China, Ltd.... 2i'w. 

Do. Fonntlors' ... :=;i"l 
Kew Orieni-:u ...... .................. , · :10,· . 

Dr.:m;NT~HES-
(1h inese Loan 'M C. .. .......... ') 
l-'-·hinese Loan 'Rti E. ............ J 

liongkong Hotel Co. (j 0 f0 .... .. 

H.K. & Kowloon Wharf f>~ c;,., j· ~ 0 1., 

C:hinn Merchants 7 °/0 i 
Charhonnages 8 ° i r .. • .. • .. .. • .. .. I 
Gn~en hl:tnol il r,·," ............. j 

1:---~ I!Jl-.\N< 'ES-
( ~nnt.on ... .. .. .. .. .. .. ... . .. . iJO,·. 
China F ire. .... .... ....... ........... iiO•·. 
China Traders' .................... ii(J.o. 
H ongkong Fire ..................... ;:; ! 
1\'"orth China ........................ ;! 
~inga.pore ....... . ... ...... . .... . .... · 25,·. 
:-<traits Fire ... .. ... .. ... ........... 2ii··· 
Straits J\'Iarine ............ ....... .. 
Fnion ............................ .. 
Yangtsze .... .. ....... .. .. . ....... .. 

L.\ :-/]0 & llt' lT.Il i:SO:-

~;),.. . 

;)0,·. ' 
i) IJ,· . 

H. K. Lnn<l Investment ;,o.,. 
Knwloon Lmul lnYestlllent... ... :.!:),·. 
P eak Bniltling ..................... ](),-. 
l-lnmphreys' Estate ... . .......... iitk 
Wt:st Point Hni ltling ... ..... .... :'ill.- . 

:-<n:.\ .usHrr Co\IP.I Nn:s-
l 'hina. MutnuL~ .. ..... .. .. iillr . 
l :hina & M anila .. ........... .... . fio .. . 
Douglas S.~. Co. ......... ......... ii(l.:, 
1-longkong, Canton, & i\'faeao .. . 2ii''· 
ludo-China R. N:tvigatwn .. .. .. i"lflc. 
:-<;cam L:um ch .... ................. Hk 

:MrNINll -

Babnorul Gold .. .. . .. .. .. ....... ... 2rlc. 
Charhonnau·es . ............ . .. . .... :::2.1JO. 
Tmuris ... ~...... ...... .. ............ J(l,,_ 
.Jelehn ......... .".................... 10,:. 

"Pnnjom .... .... .... ...... . ...... .. .. 101•. 

Rnnhs.. .. .... . ...... ..... .... ... ... .. . 1 0•·. 
~elan m .. .. .. . .. .. .. . . .. .. .. .. .. .. .. 1 Oc. 

Do. ... ...... ............. ........ Hk . 
Socio;b; Fmu~·a.iso t1cs Honil-

li·res de Tonrtmc ...... ...... .. . 50.:. 

HoTJ~L:-\·-
.\nstin A•·ms ....................... . 
Hongkong Hotel ................. . 
Hongkong Hotel, Xow Issue ... 
:-;h:nncen 

l\f i,; C'ELLA);EO\'to>~-
B rOWil 8: Co., H. CL ........ .. .. . 
Camp hell, Mooore &. Co . ....... .. 
China Borneo .................... . 
China Sngm· . ................. , ... .. 
Crnicl;slmnk 8: Co .............. .. 
Dairy Fa rill Co. .. .......... . .... . 
llakin &. Co., Limited .......... .. 
Fcnwick ,'\: Co., <:eo. .. ....... .. . 
Ureen Island Cement .......... .. 
R ongkong Brick & Ccnwut- .. . 
Hongkong-& C:hina Bakcn: .. . 
Hongknng & Chinn Gas . .' ... . .. . 
Ho11gkong Electric ............. .. 
Hongkong H .-L. 'l'ra111wa~·:; .. . 
H ongkong I CB ........ .. . . ... .. . .. 

Hongkong & K. \Vhm·f ,\: n ... . 
liongkong H o]'C ..... · ..... . .. .. .. . 
Hongknng ,\: \\' poa. D nek .. .. .. 
L ahnk lyl:mting ........... .. .. .. 
Lnmn Sngnr .. . ................... .. 
Wanchai '\"arehon~e & :--<. Co. 
\\'atson & Co., A. Si, ..... ..... .. 

Hk. 

S .n .-All Stocks J\brkct Yalue S 1 amlnnder as follows :-

:::1 ~nd not under 50 ccnts .... ................. l O cents per ~hare . 
;::;O.uo cents aml not. under ;!;) cent~ ......... ,-, cents per :-ih:u·e. 
:::o.z;, cents :uulnwle1· .. .. ..... .......... .. .. ~~ cents per Sltare. 
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.IIIJY CTES of the Ymr1!J General Jleetin!J of the Ho~c;KOXG 

GENERAL CHAMBER OF CoM~IEHCE , held on the 13th ;Jfay, 

1896,jor the purpose of receiuing t!te Report ofthe r'ommittee 

and passing the Secretary's Accounts for the year ending 

31st Decembel': 1895. 

Present:-· 

Mr. A . }[cC\)XACl!I E ( Chnirma.n), K . • J. E n r:, T . • TA CKSO~, St. C. 

lhcnAET.SEx, X. A. Sn:n:-;, Ih:r.BimT ~mTir, lf\• uo nrnh le T . H. WHITEHEAD 

(Comm ittee), R C. \rn. · ·~·x (SPer<>tary), G. B. DoT>WET.T., IlOJtom:tble E . R. 

BELiuos, Honourable C. P. C'u.n r. n, C. S. Su .\tll', A Cox nx, A. Hoss, 

D. R. SAssoox, R. IxGLl~, G. W. F. PJ.A HAIR, A. SuET.Tox lloorEn, G. 

H. WHEF.I.Im, r:. T. V.:rrcn, D. Gn.r.ms, .J. H. G.u :rmr.s, G. L. T m!I. I N, 

II. A. HIT('JIIE, J .. T. FnA~wls, Q.c ., K OsiWRXE, .r. D. HuTcur sox, ,J. Y. 

V. VEmwx , Gn.\Nnr.u: SIJARI' , n. L. HICIIARlJ~OX, w. It L •>XLE Y, F. 

:MAITLAXD, T. ABxoJ.v, HART BucK, \L \YmLEY, t:. S·n:w.u n, II. N. 

:MODY, EL W! CKJNn, R. D. S ETHXA, K. Fnn·r, n. E. T<nt K IX ~ , M. D. 

EzEKr r. r., ~. K. AsTu, Ho FooK, MtNG KEF., \Y y Sruxn. &e. 

The S En n:TAR Y ren<l the notic~e convening thP nw ct ing . 

Th P 111inntes of the last ~'early mePtiug wet'P taken a~ read rtllll eonfinnecl. 

The CnArmu.x ~aicl-G<•ntlcmen,-If the y<'ar <!ol·crcd by the Rep or t 

now lai•l before yon ha~ been rather le~~ eveutfnl than s mnc of it l-' predecessors, 

the re ha1·e beeu ,;e,·eml importa nt <rncs tion." w hidt tlnri ng it s conr:>e h:H <J 

!'!aimed alHI rerPi1·c<1 our at tention. \Ye caunot boa ~t, perha ps, of having 

:wt n:tll.'· ~PC~ I! red auy importan t. eomm c;I'P ial c· o tu·e~ " ion ~ in C hina : hnt a t any 

rnte w e han• mauage•l to ge t ~ome maUPr." :d nm<·\'d a s tagP. If we: lw ve 

not lJecn in the proud po"ition to c·ommnnd ~lll·ec~.~ we have at !t ·a ~ : ~ought 

to oleserYc it. The pa~ t yrar has SPP II a c·nnsioh• mhlc re1·i 1·a l 111 tra•le anJ ~~ 

very gc:neral impro ,·em<'llt lll loH'al stm· k ~ and nn:IPrta ki ngs , which gi 1·es 

promi:;c of penna tHJII<'.V · In IH9i) we c•scape• l Ytsita t.iou by the lml.ouic plag ue 

111 epiclemic form, :UHI ]l('g~n tn hope that the <l i ~ca~e · haol been 11 1 s::mw 

measure brough t uuder con t rol, bnt its rccrude,;ecncc thi:; s pring h:t£ rc

impo~P: l n pon Hnngkon,g the r\· il ~ insepam.hle f rom hcin_g trea te• l :ts :m in-
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fectetl port. It i~ to h<' hopetl, however, tlwt the di"ea;;e will soon pass away, 

and such measures of sanitn.tion taken in the City of Victoria as will effectu

ally prevent its re-aprearnnce. It 1s of the utmost importance to the 

progrel'is and welfnre of the colony that the port shall be kept free f1·om 

epidemics, whieh not only ad disastron~ly on the health of the popnlntion 

hut tPIHl to cripple it;; trade nllll impair it~ prosperity. Turning to the ques

tions tlenlt with in the report, I 1vill not detain yon hy referring to them all 

aut! will pa~s over tho;;e to wllieh nothing new of intere:<t can at present be 

::uldctl. 
I understand, as regards the Gap lloek Signalling, that as a matter of 

fact two guns have been mounted at the Rock, aml from the 1st January last 

one has been fire<! tlnring foggy weather every ten minutes lLII<l the re~ult has 

hN~n mo~t fa1·onrahly t'PpOI'tt·tl on hy ~h ipma~ ter~ . In connPction with the 

l'PI'Onstrnetiou of tlte Lighthon:<e I <~:111 on ly hope that. ~oln<~ sontul opinion 

will be oh't.ninetl, and I tru;;t. it mny yet t,e follll<l that ::;Itch a •~ostl~· work IS 

not Heee,.:<:ll'~-. (A pplttii~P.'i 

The omi~::;ion poiuted out hy i\Jc,.sr~ Gihh, Lil·ingston & Co. in tl1e_Tmtle 

Marks Ordinances hm; since been reetitied by the passing in Angust last hy 

the Legblative Conncil of an Ad toanw1HI the Tratle l\larb; Ordiuanees ~os. 

16 of 18i:~ antl 8 of l8H6. 

You will notice that . ...-onr Committee ha~ continuc1l agitnting m the 

matter of the propo~c•l Pnfon·cd n;:c of the official Tclegmph Code Yoca

bnlary, and it is to Le hoped that some solution satisfactory to all parties 

will he arri,·e:l at J,~· the < ~on,·e ntion fixe<! to meet during the current year. 

CloselY connected wi th this ::;nhje<>t i,.: the cost of tclegmm~, and you will 

obserYe that the prc,.:ent high rate" not ouly l!otwecn this Colony, Imlia and 

Europe, hut nl~o loeally with ,Japan and the ~traits have formed the snbje<n 

of considerable corre~pomlence, with the rc~nlt that the tariff on local rmffic 

has been reeon:<iden!tl atHl the rat.es to eonntric~ sont h of the Colony will be 

redure1l at once, an•l hopes are belt! ont. that a motlification of those between 

here and .Japan may also ~ hot'tl,v follow. 

The commtlllity generally m·c much indebted to the actin.~ agent here 

aml the Diret"tors in Pari~ of t!1e .Messagerics :M:aritimes for the prompt and 

courteous consideration g h ·en to t.he opinion of the Chamber against the 

altemtion, early thi:; year, of the honrs of departure of the French ~Jail from 

noon to ten o'clock a.m. This praetically involve1l elosing our mails the 

pn-vion" night. a111l was mMt inconvenient. 

11 

Tuming to an old aml much-1\'01'11 question, I may call it a time-honour

ed grievance, that of official obstruction to tran~it pn.:;scs in South China, I am 

~latl to ~ay that we have nt lea!;t advanced a point. \Ye have, thr01wh the 

action of the officials at Wnchow-fu this spring, in the case of 1\fJ'. 
0

,J on:-o 

A~DREW, ohtained ineotJlro,·crtible p l'<Jof of the manner in which the Treaty 

stipnlations with regard to trade, nntler Transit Pass, arc ~et at natwht in 
"' South China. Hitherto, while the fact of otli.<,ial ho~tilit1• to thi,; privile"e • c 

wa~ notorious, it had been tliflicnlt to fn rui~h proof; bnt. the cOIHluct of the 

Prefect of W uchow in refusing to rea~:mrc the uati,·c mcrdmnts l,y i~,;ning a 

procl:bmatiotl sanctiouing the purchase of :Mr. Axnrn: w's cargo, and, when ut 

length compclle•l to i~snc ~Itch proelamation, reudcring it m1g:t tory L.'· s tat ing 

that the (ln ty would be levic1l on the good,; after their tran~feronee to the 

buyer, aiior,letl convincing e1·itlence of their determination to render the 

treaty a tlcad letter. The Aeting British Cousul at Canton t.ook up the ca~c 

vigorously, :tiHI this Chamber, on hecumiug acqnain tetl wi.th the t'aet,;, pre%c.l 

the matter on the attention of the Foreign l\Iiuigter aud of I I. B. :\I. '~ Char"e 
' c 

d'Affaires at Pekiug, hoth by telegmm ami hy letter, with the result tha t 

careful considcmtion has been promisctl, and we arc assured that '' Her 

.Majesty's Govermnent arc prc~sing the Chinese Government to carry out the 

spirit of their Treaty ohligation~ 111 rcgar•l to the Tmnsit Pass sy~tcm." 

\Yith this a~,;urance from Lord ~alisbury, we must for the preseut rest. 

satisfied. 

\Yithin the lu ~t few d:~y,;, a~ you are a.wnrc, a ,.:taf'cmcnt has hecu 

telegraphed o11t J,y l{ellter to the effect that after the corouation of the C;r.ar, 

Hi s E xcellency Li Hung Chnng intends vi,:i ting the Conrt.s of the ,·arion~ 

treaty ports partly with a vie w of obtaiuing an incrca~e of h01n fi ve to daht 
0 

per cent. ad valorPm of the import t!uties lcdeu on foreign gootls at the 

treaty ports of Chinn. Now, gentlemen, I am sure yon will agree with me 

that this will raise a very important question. I t hink that before entcrt.aiuilw c 
:~uy proposals the Britis h Govcmmeut ( tLud indeed a ll the Foreig;l Govern-

lllCllts interef'(c~l J will :mbmit them tirst to the 1 arion~ Cl mm her5 of Couunerce 

in China and to thi~ ChamuJ t'. For my p:~rt I do not ;;cc how any prvposal 

to raise the tariff can be eonsidere,l for a moment nnless it were to consolidate 

all the import awl lekin unties into one, after pn.ym:)ut of whieh the O'Ootls 
c 

would be free to any part of the Empire. Thett there would ha th <J question 

of guarantee. 'Ye shoulJ want some nry s ufficient guarantee t hat this 

::ltipnlation would be observe•!. Can t his g nammee he ohtainctl? I feel sure 

~ ... ~~----------------------------------------------------~J~~---------------------------------------------------
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thi:> important matter will receive the emeful attentiou of your new Com· 

mittce. 
Anotl1Cr question, so1ucwhat elosely a~~oeiatc<l with the foregoing, is the 

mnch-agitatc<l propo~nl for the opening of' tltc West Hh·cr. The Chamber 

ha~, Jnring the pa~t year, l~outiunC!l to carefully nurse this important qncstiou, 

a nu if we arc to eredi t the puhli~lHltl s tatmnent:; in Louuon paper~, the Chinese 

Government has at l a~t a~~ented to the principle, l.Jnt the negotiation~ tww 

proceeuin~ are to :;eltle the port:; and places to he ope1tcLl to trade. I trust 

tlmt Her Majesty's Go1·ernmcnt willuot ro~t ~atisfied with the mere opening 

of the so-call ed West Hhel' onl.1· ; hut will a~k the Chine~e (7overmueut to 

include the 1\orth H iver also in the inlaiHl water~ of South China to he opened 

to foreign trade anLl stonmer lmvigation. The negotiations in London arc in 

good haud:-:, )lr. Cutzo:-.-, the Umler Secretary for Foreign Affair:-:, who has 

undertaken the eontluct of them, heiug thoroughly pos teLl iu East Asian 

question:-: ; antl be bus the China Association to · appeal to in any matters of 

detail. Let us hope 1 hat we ::hall see this pri l"ilogo acconled before the close 

of the current year. 

The profereutial dntie,; grautcd on junk-earried cargces ha~ ng:aiu hoen 

brought to the attention of the Foreign Office, but little progretiS has been 

nHtllc with this qnc~tion. It is to be hoped tlmt it may be included in the 

ucgotiation~ in rcl'erOIHT lo tran:-<it pa:;~c,... 

Early in Aprilln:;t, the arrival of SirCLAt; DE ~iAl'D•JX ALII, the now British 

Mini:;ter to Chiua, Olt hi~ way through to take up his po~t at Poking , afforded 

the Committee an opporLnnity for an in terchange of views with Hi~ Excellency, 

who, in reply to an address, gave some acceptable ati:;nmnec~ of the progress 

of negotiations on the variou:; subjects brou~ltt trJ hi ,; notice, and le ft a pleasant 

impress ion oil our minJ~ that he had our commercial intcre~t:; thoroughly at 

heart. 

A:; you arc aware, from the publi,;hell conc&poudcucc, the Go,·ernment 

recently athlressml a letter to the Chamber iuquiring whether its opinion on 

the subject of the Sn u itary Board remains the same as that expressed in the 

letter~ of )fr. ,T. ,J. KF.s \\· JcK, the then Chairman, cl:dcd 19th October and 

12th :NovellllJCI', 1894, and uy the member tlJOil roprc~enting the Chamber in 

Council ; n.Iso whether :Mr. W IIITEHEAD had recei Yed auy mandate from the 

British 1iember,; of the Cham!Jer to oppoHe the views lli'OBOIIIJCell by the 

Hetreuclnnent Committee, Mr. KE:>WICli: ami mpcl.f. To thi8 we have 

returncLl a reply to the Gon:rnor to the effect that if lli~ Excellency wishes 
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un expre~:;iou of opittiun on the ~ u bjecl it wuu l! l, 111 order to loe tiual, he 

ncces~ary to take the npiuious of all the lncnlher~. For Ill." own part", I can 

only sa~· , I strongl .1· depr('eate the Cluunlter, whieb ~honlcl remain a pmel~' 

connnerc·ial hod~· , locing mixed up with politic ttl or !llllllicipalmattcr~. (Hear, 

hear, and Applause.) . 

There is one question which, :1lthongh it has uot formetl the ,;nhject of 

eorr"espoutlcuco, ha:; Hot been lost sight of by tlte Connnitll·:.'. 1 allude to the 

Ulhlitiona l light line:; imposc<l 011 shippinp: in th b free port. The~c wore first 

levied to pay for the construction anll lighting- of Gap Hoc-k lighthouse, and 

a ple(lgc wa~ gh·cn by the then Go1·cmor (Sir ·w 1 t.l.JA~r DEs V mr x) that they 

should cca~c when the ohjl!ct for which they were impo~ed hacl been a tta inctl. 

That term has expired, hut the ligh t due:; coutin uc to be lc,·icll. I t i~, I am 

aware, a teuqJtation to a Go,·erumcnt to eont,iuuc a con ,·cuient impost, 

especially when its finances arc not in too fionrishiug a comlition; but wheu 

· a pledge hns heen given it ought to he punctually awl lwuourably redeemed. 

(Applause.) There is also another lJIIcstion iuvoll·ed of ;he highest 

importance to this port. TllC tonnage is at traeted hit her, in no small degree, 

by the frcc•lom from the duo~ of all kinds whi<"h in ~ome ports fo rm ~o heavy 

a lnn·den Oll vessels. I hope we slmll not only finnl.v maintain tllat freedoU:, 

hut that we shall likewise ~llClTcd 111 rid,lin): ~hip~ of the light due:<~ thus 

again making the port absolutely frel ·. (Applau~e.) 

Any in\·cutiou or device calcnlatocl to le~sen the perils whieh are insepar

ably couuectcd wi th the sea mus t natural ly l'Xcitc iuterest and anest attention, 

antl the man who StH'ceeds in minimi ;; ing the r isk to life to tho:ic who, either 

in pursuit of their vocation or wl1o take pa~~agc on ~tcmuer~, travel thcl'l·on 

will merit the hlessing:s of his fellow-m~u. lu ,January )a~t. those intere~ ted iu 

shipping were :dfor<lell an opportunity of hearing, it~ thi~ room, an intere~tiug 

arid re s:; hy Admiral :MA 1\.U:OFF, of the Impet·ial H ~~~~iau X a, . .'", iu which he 

very clearly tle~cribed an invention devised by himself for miuimisiug the 

effects of colli~ions at sea. The importance of ~>neh a device as that describetl 

by the gullaut officer, recciYetl melaucholy and striking illu~trntion the other 

day by the terrible lo~~ of life 111 the l~ol l i.<ion bet wt•eu two ~teau1e rs at the 

month of the \Yoosung Ril·cr. I am nht prepared to ~ay that the Admiral\; 

invention of a false Hose (bad the ~tt·iking Yes,;el po~sc~~cd ouc) wo11ld have 

averted the ent-ire effect of the colli~ion, bnt it would ·probably ltuvc les~ened 

the ~a() results thereof. 

I lllll g lad to lJc able to HUIIOUIJ CO that at the forthcomi ug third eo11grc~s of 

- ~~--------------------------------------------------
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the Chawberti of Commer~e of the Empire to be ltehl in L~HHlou, thi~ Chamucr 

will uc rcpre~cntc•l by 'Jie~,;rs . \V. KEsWICK, E. 'J·!An:. r~Tosn, and A. G. 

\VooD, all of whom luwc been mo:;t intiumtely !t:;,;ot:iatcd with it iu rhe past, 

having each of thc111 111 turn Jlrcsidc•l on:r it~ mcl'ting~ allll worked on the 

Committ.cc. The.v arc well po~ted 111 all qnt•srion~ nileetinp: I be commercial 

interest~ of the Colony, ntl!l will no (\oaht he able t•> speak with authority on 

any matter l'onnectc•l with th e Far EnM. 

Although the inconvenience an•l Ios,; oct:asiunc•l uy the eoolic :;lrike in 

the spring of last ycat· ba\'C HO\\' cea~cJ to trouble 11~. the lc~ . .;on~ t:~ugltt by 

that inchlent ought uot lo be forgott•·n , allll it will In' well ln he prepltre~l fot' 

any recurrence of t.he labour t.ronblc J.,,,~ making our,;eh·e"' more itHlcpcmlcnt 

of one eh~,; of labonr. It is :;tatetl hy the Briti:;h C•>nsnl at Amoy that an 

ample supply of lahonr can he procure.\ from that port at any time, bnt the 

coolies wonlJ require a guarantee of permanent employment, and would also 

demand assurance of prot.ection from incensed Cantonese lahourcr,;. Amoyr 

however, is uot the only place from which a la.bonr supply ean be procured . 

I imagine that it i,; obtainable both from lllllia atHl .Japan . 

Comiug to mat.tcrs personally conncetcd with the Cha mhc•r, I have to 

record the return of .i\lr. \VHITEU EAD, t.!te nominee in the L~6is!.t tive Council 

of this Chamber, who re:<umcd hi< ,;eat 111 that as,;emhly 111 August last. 

There ha ,·c been few changes 111 the Committee dnring the pa,;t year. In 

July ln~t. }Jr. Dot' GL .\.S .1n~E>' ldt for Shanghai, an•l 'Jlr. ED1:, who hat! 

returned to the Colouy, was asked to re,:untc hi~ ol\1 phwe on tlw Committee. 

On the departure of :Mr. G 1~.1Y recent!,,·, }[r. lfErtn:-: w r S)tlTll was iuvitctl 

to fill the l'aeanc:y. The Chamber ha,; only loM. t wo member ,; during the 

year, and I am g lad to say n nn1nhl'r of ne w membe r,: have been clecte,l, auJ 

the ir election will require eonlit'll.Htt iou from yo u t.o-tltty. By the re~ignation, 
nt the commencement of t he year, of 1Ir. Fl'U .. \.itTO:'>i H~::'>i DErtSOX, the 

Chamber ha Ye lost a tried and able ~ccrcl ar.v, whose experience in China a nd 

business capaeity peculiarly tittc•l him for the effeeti\'(.J .list:hargc of the 

somewhat onerou~ and occa~ionally ditlieult tluric,;. Th. e~sc duties were, a,.; 

you know, alway:; ,]isdtarge•l with the greatest credit to him~clf. ( Applause.) 

His place has been filled by )Ir. H. C. \VrLCOX, wht) nlso hring~ to bear a 

lengthy experience and intimate kuowlc.lgc of the Colony to the work. 

One more s uujeet remains for me to touch upon, and on thi~ I ,;hall uot 

detain you long. I refer to the fiuaucinl position of the: Chamber. Yon will 

obscrYc that ngain ollr cxpcn<litmc unforlnnatl'lr cxccc•ls onr income; the 

1 1 
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tli!Torcnee 011 i.l1c year·~ workiu o· lwiuo· ;;;1 j•)f' ·1 1 ·I· 1 11 1 1 · . , .-. "'., '' - >. 1\ l\f' I, :t< 1 1' 1 10 j I!' ~l,kj(i,96 

short on the workm" of the 11 · ·· • 1 . - - . ,-. I ev lOll ~ year, rct lll~C5 our former 1'('5en·c fnml of 

$a,2;)0 to :;tZ,509.l3. This is not a henlthy ~tate of finnucP, and nules,; new 

members eome forwanl nn<l add to 011 r rt'\'f'llllP b,· the·11 •. 1 . · . · • - ~~~ l>'f'rlpttoll~. some 

other means .mu~t ~non be fotulll In· \\'bich illPOTtlC 'llttl C'' I . l't b , , , , . • · " ·' lPnt 1 urc can e 
hal.tn(ct\.' "tth thesf' t·cmark~, l hog to mrn·c thP adoption of the l'eport and 

the pa~~ntg of the nc<·oun 1.<, (A pplan~e . I 

}!t·. l;o.;ur.t~ - 1 ha,·e H'I'Y mtu:h J•lea"tll't>, 11 C • r. 'tr.\llUL\:'>, 111 ~eeondiug-

th!' :t•loptioll of the n ·port anLI a•·cmwl~. 

:.VIr. DoD\\' f.LL-Before ]Htltillg the adoption of the rPport and acconnts 

to the meeting, :\Ir. C'n.urnu!'>, han• you auy llll~Wcr frotn the Grll·ernment 

to ;·?ur letter on the Sauitar,v Board~ 

The. f'IIAIIOl.\~-);o, 

'J!I'. Do rl\n:u .-);o rt•Jdy ~ 

The CH.\IIDI.\X-::\o. 

:Mr. DoD\\'EI.r.-C:m yon tell n,; how 

politically and t·onnncr<'ially? 

yon \li~:>ociate the ChaiUher 

The Cu.\IIOI.\!'\-I ~poke 111 the first person. 

)fr. Dorl\n:r.I.-1 pre~nmc yon speak for the Committee: 

The C'IL\liOIA~-1 am speaking in the lirst person. 

'Jir. Do DWELL-The Chamher, as ori.,.inallv eonstit.trte l 1 • . • "' • · . L , ~ a cnmmrrcinl 
holly, hut tt has politi<'al pri,· il c!!e~, 0110 '· · • . . uctug the appoiutmellt of a member 

to the L egi:;lati \ ' C Coutwi [. ·· ·, ~ !'itw l hcinu I he ca"C I do not - I 
Jissoc~iate rh o tl\·o. " · ., · · ;;cc tow yon can 

The CIUIIOL\:i: - \Yhat I h:ul in m,. min•l i:; t·lll· ..... If J' .. yon, or instance, 

iutrodtwe sueh a !Jltestion aq tbl' "onstitnt.iun of tl , L' , ·, , • I' · , . te ,-:-,Uilt.tl\ >Oard YOU 

mtrodnee to tl11~ Chamhl!r the clem "nt ~ of r . . ·I . · • . . - . ' tscot ' .tt ouee, aml It would be 

fatal to tts tn teres t~ in fntme That i ~ whu.t 1 [ 1 · · 1 . . . • , . Hl< ut my muH when 1 wrote 

out tin;; paragraph . Tit (• rule under " ·hich m embers come is thi . I' 1 1 , 
1 :\I , , , ~. <ll e .. 

rcat :;, ~ r. ~)ouwF.r.r. :-"That all ill1portan t questions affeetilw the trade of 

t he port, a ud its politit·al atul eommcrt·irtlrehtiuus with tl ] ' 
0 

• f ( 1 . . . , · • te ~mptre o .' 1111a 

Ol w tt h other States, may be Lli.~cu~:;ed n:t the vearlv o·cne1"tlt11eeti'tl'' 'I l f . . · - "' • o pronl el 
ot that purpose tn the m:tllllCl' of Hnle I~ " Under tll"t l' I 'f. h 

b 
· "· ,n c, 1 tt a s a 

caring on t.he commcrcc-

'Jir. Durl\n:u .-Thc h eal th of the port I take it, ant! smcly it has a 

tltf' t•omm erPial rPlation~ of tltP port, :uHl fm that rca~on very gt·eat lw<~riug on 
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], 1 1 11 b t 1h ·n 1111 h.'· the Chamber I think t.lte matte•· of th<' :;.;an ita r.v >n:tr< ~ton' e ! ' 

of C'nmnwJ:l'<'. 

T1u_• CnAIID!.\~-Dn .' ·on wish to propn'c an am<'n <111H'IIt ~ 
. .,_. . 1 . 111 ·imJllv makill" a n•tnnrk. 

~I r. Dou\\'ELL-•' 0 • •1 ~ · "' 
' :\I (' · · ll'F:\Tli"JE:-<-The H •>ll . T . H. \Vn£TEIIEA11 ~:wl-. r . . u .uiDIA:\ .w• -' .. . .. . ' 
· • · • 1 v T h..., anunal repor t now The remark~ l ha,·c to make nt·c not 'Cl} one. " , . .. 

. l .. -[ tl . k th·t t IIotwkono· ha~ bnsiues~ n'ieu, nblo and w!llmg 
hefore y ou ~ JC\\ , , un ' ' ·" <" • 

. I . time their encr.rv anJ oxpcrieHre to the p romotton of 
tOU'JVe t lCII'Spn rC ' ' . "'· ' . · J[ 

lol'<• n ~ <lis tin O' uislt<•tl from prh·atc intPre ,.; t ~, nml it is. I snhmtt, a < ~rt••ltta l c 
P 11 '

1
''" · ,., · I Cl l'" 

record of work done. l can ;:peak from expt•ricnec that in lmlta t tc _mm lCI " 

. I . . . . , frt'<JilCllth· an• I conttUIIOH~ly of Conl tn('l'l"l!, on comnu·n~ t:l matt Cl~, ,ut . . .' . 

l ( ' . . t Tllrotwh stwh iust itntions, tho~c at. t.he he:td consnltcd hv t 1e <<H-etnmcn ·· ,., 

f ff ·,.-.. ar .. c eun'-lcd the more accnmtel v to fetJl the pnbc of the country on o n at ~"", .. u ... . . 
. l . nttc ·t·,on wbiell mav ari~c, ami can thn~ lcgl~late m ore Ill any pm·ncn m ., -~ . 

. Tl . ''Cill'e of t he lim·en;or or th e 
acconl:ul<'<~ with aetnal reqlllremen t ~. tC ptc~ , . ' . . . . 

1 t. " f the B nmha v Chamhcl· Ill ~ ehrual) la~t 
Presitlenc\' at. the :tllllllll met Ill,_, o . . , 

· • ·I . · t L . 1 S \~IJIH'RST plnt~e~ 11po11 the Chamber;; 
wa~ evi.leBec of t w c~tllntt e Oil '· . . . • . 

, .. tine. 1 hope the Colonial Government will avfl.il it~elf Jn<H'e freely Ill the 
• · · · ff<' rti no· tr't<lP awl commerce future of thi s Chmnhl'r':< :<cn· H~c~ m ma ttets a . " , .- . 

. I ·t lf the Government tm•l fir=-t referred the 
than it has (lone tn t. JC pa" · · 

[ V •• •\ t·Jtt~ ·wtl Ammllnition O nlinaBr.c " to the Chamht~l', I feel 
propose( IIC\ • ' ' . • d 
conv.iuccLl that 110 sm~h Llnl~t ie leg i~ lati on wonl<l ha~·o beet~ l.'rough t fot:wnr . 

The proposal t.o cuact t h:tt Ortlinancc has al rca<ly scnonsl .'· lll~nrc<~ a P~' f~ctly 
. . b I t' t .. l If passcLl illtO law, the IICW Btll wtllas~u t ctlly IeO' I t tmatc r:t.lll: 1 o 1 ,\< c. ' . . ., 

dt~vc an importnut busillcgs away from I-Iong kong Jo d te n~t1£hhounng- C~l ~ny 
I Cb•tmbcr L'Onhl have su"o·e;;tcLlmctho• ls of a ttammg of 1\Iacao. I am sure t. 1c ' · "''"' . 

. I . viC\1' without h urtino.r a long·e~tahlJ slted and the e nd the Government ms Ill , o . . 
bmul jirl'~ hraueh of tr:ulc. B efore en tering upon t hl' new -~·reaty \Y·I·th ,Japan 

. I l . t t l th·l t the ImiJcriai Go,·crmnen t rl ~<l not fh ,t eonsnlt it IS m ne 1 to H' n•g1 e e( • · . . 1 
C . the Far E·ISt the China Assoctatwn, MH the Cltn.mhcr~ of ommcrce tn ' , , 

:, it h the needs and the 
others intimately acquainted from expellenec w . . . -

. I I (A. 1· t'iC ) The IInme nut.lwnttcs wtllmal,c 
requirement ~ of lo<':l tmL <'. , PP '11 · . · 

1 
I 

. . · t~l· e if thcv •wre(' t.o anv rea.nnngclllent in coH!ICd!On W it t 
unot !Cl' se nons nu:> "' . ' -~ . . f 

, ct·case J.tl the ad t•alorl'lll dutie~ on Imports iuto Chimt uow m orct:l 
nuy 111 • 1 . l 

• llefon• fir~t referring t he matter to nwrc umh an• und <'r exi,.; ting Trcnt.ies 
I 111111orts of Foreign goods in to South 

others 011 the spot tlireetly interestet . 
. · 1 offirin. l~, hnsc lwt>n anti arr l'ltill 

China, owin,!! to the aet ion of tlw ProYtlWI!I 

ll 

11 

I! 
li 

I! 

( 21 ) 

denied their rights under Transit passes us stipulate(l for in the Tientsin 

Treaty. Such Imports can well bear an increased dnty p rov ided that the one 

duty payment will absolutely free the goods from all furth er and every other 

charge during transi t and after arrival at their des tination. Regarding the 

shipping and trade of these waters let me quote from a de~patch of a former 

Governor, who was fully alive to the peculiar and exceptional local 

circum~tances. Sir JOHN BowiUNG wrote:-" Believing that the sa tisfactory 

Je:velopment of our prosper·ity is mainly due to the emancipation of all 

shipping and trade from fiscal vexations and exactions, I trust no Custom 

House machinery will ever be introduced, either for the collection of tariff or 

harbour dues, or for any purpose which may check the free ingress and egress 

of all shipping to and from the port, nor the free t~ansfer of commodities from 

hand to hand. Hongkong presents another example of the elasticity and 

potency of unrestricted commerce which has more than counterbalanced the 

barrenness of the soil, the absence of agricultural and manufacturing industry, 

the disadvantages of its climate and every impediment which would elt;>g 

its progress." These are the opinions of Sir Jonx BOWRING, and I think 

the present Governor and his successors wonltl do well to give them serious 

consideration. In his instructive paper read recently at the Royal Colonial 

I1ts titute on " British Rule in Malaya," Mr F. A. Sw~:l'TENBA)I says of rhe 

"British official and the public "-" It is a curious fact that, so far as I know, 

Crown Colonies hardly ever produce really rich colonist;.:, while t.he constitu

tionally-governed colonies can tell them by hundreds and thousands. I 

be lieve the reason is that in Crown Colonies there is a narro\\'Jtess and want 

of liberality in the treatment of bona .fide commercial u ndertakings tha.t 

makes it impossible to obtain much success, aud in consequence, ~he capital, 

the energy. and the brains go elsewhere." It is unfortunately too true that 

I!Uccessive g overnments here hu.ve not freely and fully consulted the opinions 

of old and experi(mced residents on matters of trade. If they had done so, 

perhaps there might be less <leruaud for some share in the management of 

local llffairs, but, as they l1aYe not, nothing can be m ore natnrnl than the 

present feeling in favour of a municipality, or a majority of Unofficial Mem

bers in:the Legislative Council. Although I t.h ink the Government would 

do we ll to consult the Chamber mqre than it has done, yet I am clearly of 

opinion tha t it should only do so on matter;; niTectiug trade nnd commerce. 

A s a cosmopolitan body we ought to have nothing to do with political ques

tions, like nnto_the rompositiou of the San it ary B onr•l. \Ve are a constitn-

~L_- IU\~·------------------------------~------------~-- --~----------~---------------------------------
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tion of Foreigners am\ Britishers, ami any act is to be regretteLI which may 

in any way teml to disturb or mar the harmonious relations antl the cordial 

friendly feel ing which has ever existeJ between the various nationalities 

composing the Chamber. (Applause.) The constitution has for its objects 

-"To watch over nnd protect the general intere~ts of Commerc<', to collect 

information on all matters of intere;:t to the mercantile commnnity, etc., etc." 

Therefore I feel sorry tha t Mr. K~-: ::;wJCK, a former Chairman, shouhl have 

committed the Chamber to any opi nion on the question of the Sa.nitnry Board, 

without first submitting the rnntter to the members for their deliberation and 

consi,\eratiou, and first obtaining their views. 

The CHAllOIAN-- 1 must object, l\Ir. 'VHITEHEAD. I do not think you 

are altogether right in saying Mr. KEsWICK committed the Chamber to any 

opinion on the 1-:ianitary Board qne~t ion. H e did not, a:; Chairman of this 

Chamber, commit. the Chamber to any expression of opinion on the constitu

tion of the ~anitary Board. The letkr he addressed Ill regard to the 

constitution of the Sanitary BonrJ was in his capacity as a member of the 

Legislative Council to the Senior Unofficial Member, :Mr. CHAT En. 

Mr. Wmn:HEAI>-1 refer to his letter of October, 1894, in regard to 

the Sanitary Board ami the acts of the Sanitary Board; aml I think it is 

greatly to he r<:grcttcd that he committed the Chamber to the views be 

expressed there. Before committing the Chamber to any cxpres~ion of 

0piniou h e ~hould have consnltc,\ t.he members. ( Applau,.:e). The sanitary 

state of the Colouy is still very had. Mr . • TAC I\ ~0:-o has truly s:ii<i'that "'fhere 

is no doubt t be pre;,ent state of Hongkong is a tli~grace 11 0 t only to the Gov

emment. but to our civil izatio11." After full considei·ation I ngree with Mr. 

EnE tl lll t "unless . some "·ell-eon~idered seheme . he :uloptc<l to abate over

crowding, to resume, \uy-out, rebuild on new principles, at leas t the worst 

~ection s of the tow n, we shall tte \·er make a11y renl permanent progress 

towards immunity from filth di~ease." (Appl:mse.) This means a consider

able expen diture, anti we appenr to l •e somewhat h eavily taxed a lready. 

The Government states tl •e bnnlcu at between $8 and $9 per head, whereas 

according to the K01·tlt Chi11a Jlem ld iu Sha11gLai it is ubont $:2.i5 a head. 

\Ye eaeh of ns may desire to les~en taxation, but that i ~ not a question for 

the Chmnber of Con;merce, nor is it for the ChHmber to advise the Govern

ment as to the be:;t n.ethod of l'arrying on the work of it s various depart

meuts. The fact b:~s to l ~e f:wed that the Plague has again gained a habita

tion here aud the cur:my onghr to he grnppl f' il v;ith vi gNon~ly . anrl efff'etively 

11 

~: 
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evicted uv the fl ropcr :ttttiiOI'J·t . .)· · • I' th 1 1 · 1 " -~" ur er Le ay 111 t caling with the 1 n:~ttcr 

. may permanently injure shipping and other interests, the new Committee 

you to-day elect would do well see to it that Hongkong i,; not allowed to . 

con~inue an infected port. I think you will all agree that the neceRsary 

samtary reform to ren(ler the port clean nud hea.lthy shonlll be effected forth

with, at whatever cos t of money. The cost, whatever it may be, should 

not stand in the 'way. (Applause.) 

The CHAIRliAX--lt has been propose(\ by myself, and ~;cconJCLI l.Jy !~I r. 

INGLIS, that the report awl aecounts shoultl ue a<lopted. • 

.Agreed nuauimonsly. 

.KE\V 1IE~1BEI{~. 

The l'HAIIOL\:-i-- The next business is the confirmation of the mernu:n·s 

cleJtcd (lm·ing the .Year, yiz.,--

:J.1essrs. Renter, Br\ickelmann & Co., 

The Hongkong atHl Wbampo:t Dock Company, L imited, 

The Sperry Flour Co., of San Franci~co, 

The Canton Insnrance Office, Limited, 

The China Traders' Insurance Co., Lim it.ed, 

The Hongkong Fire Insurance Co., Limited, 

The China Fire Insurance Co., Limited, an 1 

Mr. Hany Wicking. 

:Mr. WHITEHEAD--Before submitting tbe~c names I beg to propose the 

following a s memheJ':<:--

Tbe Banque de l'Indo-Chine, 

Messrs. Johuson, S tokes and Mas ter, 

Mr. Crea><y Ewens, 

Mr. H. J. Holme~, 

Messrs. Hng he;; & Hough, 

Mr. Victor Il. Deacon, 

Dr. J .. W. N"ohlc, 

Messrs. Benjamin, Kelly & Pott ~, aJHl 

Messn•. Caldheek, Macgrogor & Co. 

Mr. EDE secondcfl. 

Mr. DomVELL-- 1 heg to propose Mr .• Tame~ Md{ie us member of the 

Chnmbe1·. 

Mr. T. JAcKso~ seconded. 
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The Chairman moved that the election of these members be confirmed. 

Agreed unanimously. 

ELECTION OF SECRETARY. 

The C BAIIt)IA!Ii--1 hog to propose that the n.ppointment of Mr. R. 

CHATTERTO~ Wn.cox as Secretary be confi rmed. 

~Ir. VERNON seconded. 

Carried unanimously. 
The election of the Comruitt~e for the ensuing yoor was t.hen proceeded 

with, Messrs. Doow~~LL and VERNON acting as scrutineer~. 

A SUGGESTION FOR OCCASIONAL MEETINGS. 

Mr. G. SHARP said-Mr. CHAIR~I.AN, I thiuk there should be an oppor

tunity gi.,..en to the members of the Chamber to introduce mn.tter which may 

be absolutely new and not bearing on the subjects enumerated in the report. 

The first part of the meeting is always occupied with the reading of the 

report and any remnrks made bearing upon it. Then the report is passed, new 

members are elected, and the scrutiny and vote is taken for the new Com

mittee, and we all go away while tbe scrutiny i~ going on. Is there really 

no opportunity for anything to be said on anything new ? 
The CHAIR)tAN-The opportunity is given, "i\Ir. I:; HARP, before the report 

il' put to the meeting. 
:Mr. SnAnr-I beg to say that the reading of the report and the discus-

sion upon it is euongll for such a meeting and that nuything whicll unduly 

prolotws the meetiugs is undesirable. May I venture to sngge~t that there 

might ~e a quarterly meeting of the Chamber, once in three montl1s, to give 

the public an opportunity to say anything and to suggest nnything :or the 

good of the community at large in reference to matters for winch the 

Chamber is formed. I think a meeting once .a year is really wholly inade· 

quale, and that some of the matters in the report become matters of ancient 

history before they come before the meeting. If the feeling of the. mem~ers 
is in favour of it, I think it. will be acceptable that a quarterly meetmg mtght 

be couvened of the general members of the Chamber. 

The CHAIRMAN~-'fo meet that ns far as pot'!sible, ~Ir. ~HARP1 the 

Committee a short time ago decided to publish aiJriugetl minutes of each 

meeting of the Comitttee, so that members should know what has taken 

place in the Chamber and through the Press express opinions upon any 

subjects. A qmutcrly meeting would, I think, ue nHogether too large a 

( j;j ) 

tax upon the Committee. ·.:.'hey devote a great tletd of time and attention 

already to matters connected with the Chamber, and I think it would be a 

great tax upou them indeed if quarterly meetings were he!.!. 

Mr. SHARP-I am quite sure the Committee work very hard, and anybody 

who takes np that pamphlet uml reads it through cannot be ohlivious of the 

fact that the Commit f.oc are working very hart!, but I do not see how a 

qnarterlv meeting would increase their work. It would simply give the 

public tbe opportuuit.y of saying how very much obliged they were to the 

Committee. I should be glall . to know whether anybody will second my 

proposal to give members tbe opportunity of expressing their views. 

l'Ir. J. J. FHA~cxs ;:econded. 

The CHAIIO£..\:\' did not put the resolution, hut said the incoming Com

mittee would not lose sigi!L of Mr. SHARP's sugge~tion. 

Hon. T. H. WHITEHEAD-You eau call a special meeting if yon will 
state the subjects to be discussed. 

ELECTIO~ OF THE CO~fMITTEE. 

The result of the ballot having been ascertained, 

The CH A liDJAX annonnce<l the election of the following Committee:

Messrs. T. JAC'Ksox, ll. SMITH, T. H . \VmTEHEAD, N. J. EnE, Sr. C. 

MICHAELSr.~, N. A . Smns, J. J. BELL-lRvxxG, G. B. DODWEI,L, and A. 

McCONACHIE. Mr. llELL·lRVI~G was elected Chairman and "i\-!1-. EnE Vice
Chairman. 

Mr. EnE-l am very much oLliged to the geutlelllen who elected me 

Vice-Chairman, but I am ~orry I cannot :tccept the po~ition. There are 

circumstances which I cannot explain to you now that prevent me from 

accepting it. 

The CHAIRliAX-Not under any circumstances ? 

Mr. EDE-Not under any circumstances. I am very sorry. 

'fhe CnAIR~IAN-As Mr. EoE cannot accept the position of Vice• 

Chairman, the one with tile next highest number of votes on the lis t is 

myself. That is all the uu,;iuo~s of the meeting. I thank you for your . 
attendance. 

LL_~'------------------------------------------- ~ ~----------~---------------------------J 
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Report ol the Connnittee of tlte Ho~GKONG ( rl!:~El~AL C!U~IBEl{ OF 

Comumo:, jiw the Year ending 31st DecembeJ', 1895, jol' 
pl'esentation to the Members at the Annual lvleetinf/, to be held 

on 1Vednesday, thd 13th May, 1896. ut 3.30 p.m. 

Fog· ·signalling at Gap Rock Lighthouse. 

In connection with the grounding of the steamer Polyplwmus on J nhilcc 

Islan1l, in close proximity to the Gap Hock Lighthouse, Messrs. BuTTERFIELI> 

& Swun: brought. to the notice of the Chamber the l[IICstiou of fog signalling 

at the Gap Hock, sta.ting that in their opinion-based on tlw circnmst•1.1lCCS 

attending the grounding of the above steamer-the method~ employe,! \n:ro 

inn.dequatc. Through the conrtesy of th~ Government the m:~ttPr was referre,[ 

to the Chamber. 

A report hy Commawler HU)IS£\', <lmwn up shurt.l_,. after the :tbovc 

acciuent, which stated that the fog signals were ll.Hdihlc at I ,612 yard~, and 

only slightly audible at 2,059 yard~, supported the contention that. the means 

employed were not effeeti,•e. 

The Chamber snggcstCLl that as the ra.diu~ of dist.iuct somul wa~ limited 

to somewhat less thuu a mile the Lighthouse shonlLI be furnished with a 

signalling apparatus of much greater compas,; thnn that then in use. The 
extraordinary acoust.ic properties possos;<Cll by fog-varyiug apparent ly under 

different conditions of the atmosphere- or di\·erting and arresting :;ouud, 

which recent investigatious lmve disclosed, render~ any thoroughly efficient 

system of signalling difficult of attainmeut. Captain liASTlXGS's propo~al 
to fire a 12-ponmler bra.ss gnu at regular intervals during thick weather has, 

we understand, been adopted, and will, it is hopcLI, prove a. sufficient wttrning 

to vessels approaching the Hock. (Appendix A, page :3.) 

Reported threatened position of Foreigners in Formosa. 

The Amoy Chamber telegrapheJ.that the reported intention of the British 

Admiral to withdraw protection from Taiwaufoo threateneLl the utmo::t 

danger to life aml property, aml a~ketl the support. of thb ChamLer to 
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telegraph to H er Majesty's :Mi nister at. Peking. In the absence of definite 

information, and considering the position might be really critic~l, the Com

mittee acceded to the reque.~t. Snbseque.nt oYents, howeYer, seemed to 

indicate that the Admiral could not have prudently acted otherwise than as 

he did, and very fortunately it was afterwards pro\•ed that the fears of the 

Amoy Chamher had been premature. (Appendix B, page 10.) 

Treaty between China and ~apan. 

The uncertainty cxi~til}g last l\Iay a;; to the mtilicatiou of the above 

treaty heing the cause of considerable anxiety and threatening to bring about 

~~ ~erions interruption to trade, your Committee a<hlressed the Governor 
. ' 

snggcstwg that he shouhl telegraph to Peking for definite information on the 

subject, which suggestion His Excellency promptly acted upon, clicitiug the 

reply that the rn.tifieations were exchau"'eU at Chcfoo 011 tJ1e 8th M· . th e . ~~. ~ 

happily tenninating a period of bnsiues~ suspense. (Appendix C, page 12.) 

New Treaty between Great Britain and Japan. 

In the annexed <•orrespondeiH'C rlH' !II'W treaty between Great Britain 

and J apan has heen agniu dealt with, more partienhuly ~s regards its probable 

effects upon the sugar industries of Hongkong hy the impo~ition of 1Iutics 

which, while em.inenth• calculated to foqer stw·~r refinin"' 1"11 J t • ' "'' eo apan, mns 
act adversely on that branch of the tra1le of this Colony . The Chamber can 

no~ only expre~s its regret that it was not cousulted, and had not an oppor

tmuty of expressing its opinions on the provi:;ions of this treaty-which may 

be expected. to deal a severe blow to ~uch an important branch of the trade 

of the Colony-- before the)· were finrdl.'· set tlrd. (Appendi x D, page 13.) 

An Ordinance to provide for the Registration 
of Trade Marks. 

Messrs. G 11m, LrnNI; >'TON & Co. called attention to the n.IJoye Ordinance 
' . ' pomtmg out an omission which they considered entailed a hanlf'h ip 011 those 

wishing to :wail themselves of the proteetion which the Ordinanec wa~ enacted 

to afford, s tating that without in any way making the application public, 

"_:my pcrilOJI claiming the right to the cxcln~in, use of auy trade mark, 

e1ther solely or jointly with other~, mn.y apply to the Governor for leave to 

register the :oarnc m tho Hegister of Traue MarkH. '' They urged that the 

fact of such application having been made is notifie,J in the Got·emment 

Grt::etfp only fl_(fN" the rl'gi~ tration of the :\!"ark hn:.: nlrl:'ndy hc:>en granted, 

~~l: -~---~--------------------------------------------------J 
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with the result that shonlu i t prove au infringement the owner can only ge 

the registration cancelled :tfter, probably, very considerable delay and expense 

:tnd it was considered a c1:1use might advantageously be introduced into the 

Ordinance making it compulsory that all applications for registration shon\(l 

be matlo public nt the date of applicntion, and continue to be made public at 

intervals, hY notification in the Gm•ernment Gazette, or otherwise, for a 

11eriod of not less than three months until t1w date of registration, so as to 

admit of commnnic:\ting with anti receiving a reply from Europe. 

The question was referred to and received t.he approval of the Goveru

ment. (Appendix E, page 16.) 

Quarantine Regulations. 

The various restrictions which it had been considcrellnecessary to enact 

ltt different points agains t this Colony hnd all been withdrawn, but the 

unfortunate re-appearance this Spring of the bubonic plague has given rise 

to a renewal of the restrictions in the Straits Settlement,;, ,Japan, and other 

places. The re-appearance of this disease is causing severe Ios;. t.o the general 

trade of the Colony. (Appendix F, page 21.) 

Opening of the West River. 

This question, which ha~ long occupied the n.ttentiou of the Chamber, 

has continneu to receive earne% consideration. It is !'atisfactory to the 

Committee to feel assured that the qnestion has had careful treatment nt the 

hands of Her Majesty's :\1inisters, !l.ml that ·there arc now reasonable grounds 

for supposing the concession so persbtently urgcll upon the Chinese Govern

ment IS within reasonable dis tance of being granted. The Chamber is 

indebted to Mr. WILLIAli KEswrcK for his valuable assistance in keeping 

this mn.tte r before th e Home Government. (Appemlix G, page 2J.) 

Proposed Reconstruction of the Gap Rock Lighthouse. 

Further correspondence has taken place with regard to the proposed 

reconstruction of the Gap Rock Lig hthouse, and the Committee h ave repeated 

the suggestion that before enteriug upon operations involving so large an 

outlay it would be well to obtain the opinion of an official of the Chinese 

Imperial Maritime Cus toms on the subject. Though Sir RonEHT HART was 

unal.le to spare the services of such an officer at the time the request was 

made to him, it is possible that the then existing difficulties may have 

tli!;appraretl. (Appen(lix H, page :15.) 

11 
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Proposed enforced use of Official Telegraph 
Code Vocabulary. 

Tl C · tc omm1 ttce ha,·c continnctl ngit-at.ing i n this nutttcr, a t HI hc~ide:; other 

n~:t.iou lakeJ~, a joint let t.el', signed by thi~, the Cantou, Rhanghni, Irankow, 

loooehow. ll"wo Yol·oh·tm't A 1 'J' ' · Cl "' ' ' • • , - moy u nt 1ent><m . wm her~ was ·atltlre:<~etl t.o 

th~ ln !cl'l1ational Telegraph Bureau, llenH', furtltc'r protest ing, a t11] re<~npiLII 

Iatllt,!! the argument~ alre:uly alh:tucc<l agnin~t the propo~cd cnforeed 11~c of 

the Co,Jc. This joint letter \\'as tleeline<l hy the Durcan at Berne, hnviutr 

no nut.horit.y to t:tke cognizuuce of any reprc~enl"ation.~ excepting such a: 
proeeell from oue of' rite countries of the Union, hnt " ·as passed on to the 

British P ost Officcl Authoritie~, who were good enough to take charge of 

~~\lllt ·, promising that it ~hould rccein: the :<ame atteutiYe <'OLI:-;idcrat ;on a:; 

the othc·r mcmoriab ou the same subjec t l'onnm led to them hy other Chambers. 

The cpwstion will come on for the lleci:<ion of th e Tcl<·gntph ConYeu tion 

fixed to meet at Budn-Pesth tluri~g the emrent year. (A ppendix I, page 3R.) 

Sunday Cargo-Working Ordinance and t he exemption of 
certain Mail Steamers therefrom. 

In r<>ply to inq uirie>< initiatell uy the Chaml•er a~ to the (' XC'Illp t ioll of 

ecrtain mail ><teamer~ from the rn·oyisiuH::; ot' the Ordinanee. the ;-;e,~retan· 

of :-itate w rot<' in n•p ly to Hi;; Ex ••ellcney the (;o,·et·nor t.hat these t·ouecs:<iot:s 

had heen grn.!lle1l under the rc"ulatinu6 or 31 "t Or•roh(•J· 1"()3 1 1 · 1 1 1 ,... • ·· > o. , Y I l l' I 1:11 

hce~1 .adopted after full eon sidemt imt, mal t.bat there did noL i'<'em to exi~t any 

!!UfllCient ren~on why the~e ,.; honltl he dopanctl from; addi ng that. the mail 

(•ontracb; w it h the ~:lc~><ngerie~ l\-1arit irne~ Company nnd ?\orrh Gc>rman 

Lloyd'~ "tenmer~ will expire m ,July, 190:3, a nd ,JnJ,,·, 1900, respeeti Yeh· , 

l•eyontl which date" the prc'-'ent nrraug:cmcnt" will IH•t f". !<•ud. ( . .\ppl•n tlix 

,J , pag-e 41).) 

Transit' Passes and Obstruction to the Sale of 
Goods at Wuchow -fu. 

The ques tion of the olJi'tnwtion of t rade nntl1•r Tran~it. Pa~Re~ br tnc 

Chiuesc An thori t ic~ 111 :-:l out lt eru China, which Ita" so ol't!ln bt ·ou befo;·e the 

Chamber, was thi ~ year it1 YC"tcd with a f1·esh inte J'e>< t through 1 , • .; ,Jin·r•J a ud 

undi~gniscd ac•tion of tht· nHutdariu~ in iuter :·e ri ug with the legi t illlatc sale of 

goods, the property of ~lr. .Tom< .AxnREW, a British snbjeet., and which 

were forw:n·<lcd from C':llltOH to \Yutdto \\' tmdPr Tnn •it I'.-~•c · 1•c.r11 J·11·1 · c ~ • " · ' ~ -'"', "l'"" ~ . ) 

L- \ -~---------------------------------------~-------~ ~.~~----------~----------------------------------~------------~--~ 
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obtltincd, and in complete accor<lancc "·i th treaty right~ . The circnms tnnccs 

~tttending this ob;;tmctiou to trade arc fully described in the annexed corres

ponde nce, anJ the action of the local authorities at Wuchow seems to afford 

posi ti ,·c IJroof of their utter disregard of tmnsit passes whie~ has been 

heretofore alwav~ so di!Heult to substantiate. The rcprcsentnt10ns of the 

Chmn ber on. th~ subject to H . B. M. Secretary of State, H. B. 11. 1Iiuister, 

!'eking, antl the Consular Authorit.ies <tt Canton have elicited promises of 

careful eon~idemtion. ( Appendix K, page 47.) 

An Ordinance to protect in certain cases rights of 
property in Telegraph Messages. 

Det·mi ng it cxpetlient to e1llica,·onr to ol,tain proteet inn OYer certain 

rigi1ts of property in telegraph messages the G oYemment wus appr~achcd 

I \ · t 'f l <' 111·<J ll<l~ ·1 1 ''"t~ favourauh· cnterr.ainrd, antl:m Onltnance, on t. 1e ,;I! ),le<'. . 1 • . · , · • · • • 

1. · 'l:tr to 011 n 111 fo i'<;C in the !-Iouth African Colonies, intrmluced 
Oll lnll~ ~11111 , , · • 

into the Lcgi~lati n~ Coull<'il. T his Onliuanee, being in the ordinary cour:>c 

emhOllicd in the Inw~ of the Colouy, has a[fnnletl the prote!'tion a.~ketl for. 

\.A. ppc1Hl ix .L, pngc ()} .) ' 

Camphor Contract. 
Some 1\iffieulties haYing nri~en between the huyers a nd ;;eller~ of camphor 

in reganl to th<' Wt' ights delivered, the contract form to be found in the 

Appe ntli x wn~ ~uhmiltt•d to nnd appro'n·d of hy the Committee. ( Appeu<lix 

11' vagc 63.) 

Preferential Duties granted on Junk-carried Carg·o. 

Thi~ mn<·h n "xed qnef'tion has again occupied the atte nti on of the 

Chnmhc r, hut without much progre~s baYing been aeh ieYetl. (Appemli x ~. 

pn~o ()6.) 
Navy League. 

This institution being ;-;omewhnt outside the sphere of act ion of a 

cosmopolitnn l_,o11y like the Chamber, the correspondetwe relating thqreto, 

with which t he Chu.mucr l~tttl hceu favoured, wa s hnndetl onr to the 

llougkong· Branch of the Ch ina A~socia.tion. (Appendix 0 , page (if).) 

coinage of a British Dollar and action tal{:en ag·ainst 
"Chopping 1

' of same. 
\ Yith rl'ferriH'P to thi s matter. (' hiua antl Straits Exchange has r nlctl 

during till' yt :Hr 11 ntlrr thf' Ia:r i11g down co~t of ~ih·N, t hercfcll'<' it ha~ uot J.c!'n 

I! 
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proli table fo r the llauk" to lw,v Bar,; in t ile Loudou market and ha 1'0 them 

coun•rtcd iuto Briti~h Dollars at tl1c 1\li n t. lll Bombar . C utler t he~e 

circl!lll:'tance~ only about fifty la khs ha1·e hectl t'oinetl during the .'"C'Hr, ami 

mo~t of these are in circula t ion. 

T here .i~ 11 0 doubt that when tlw Ilongkong aut! t.ho Straits Exelmn~e~ 

permit 0f the im port of coin , ll rit i~h Dollar:i will be freely nliuted. ( Appcutlix 

P, page 6~.) 

Inadequate Wharf Accommodation. 

The congested ,;ta.tc of tile ~ t c:tlll-l:tltiH~h a nd sampan tra ffic 111 the 

, ·iciuity of PctlUer's "Vharf owing to the reclamation works uow being earrietl 

on led to l'epre~enttttiou;; to the Governmc11t on the s ubject early la~t year, 

aud this has been relie\'etl Ill eon~vqueuce by t ire provi~ion of t"mpornry 

lapdiug place,; opposite Wanlley S treet antlue:u· the l!ew ~Iarkl'ts. ( A ppentli x 

Q, page n.) 

The Chamber's Representatives at the 3rd Congress of 
Chambers of Commerce, 1896. 

lu ,July laM ~fr. \V. KESII' tCK \\'as ill\·i tetl and aceepled the thHnination 

to rep resent thi::; Chamhcr at the for thcoming thin ! Cougrc,;,; of the Chambers 

of ComtnC'I'ee of the Empi re to he hel•l in L nJHiou. Sn!Jseq ueut ~nggestion~ 

being made from the C:ongre~s Committee fo r the appoi11tluent of additiona l 

delegates, .Me~srs. E . .MA CKIXTOSll and A. G . W oon were asked r;J arcept 

nomination , ant! agreed to t!o ~o. (Appendix· H, page 7G.) 

Postal Arrangements in view of New Contracts. 

Tbe Genera l Po~t OlfieP, L ondon, iu vie\\' of t he ex1~ tmg eonlrael for 

the Ma.il l'ien·ice expiring in .January, 1898, ~ought. the opinion of the Cbam ber 

as to t he po~,;ihility of shorteui ng; the Rtoppages here on the outward aatl 

homeward voyages and the expetlieney of snhll tit u ting lloug·koug for Slnwg!tai 

U.8 t.he tenniual poiut. These impol'!a nt questions having Lecn referreJ to 

the members hy circula1', t h e very general opinion e lieited was tbnt the 

::~toppage homewards might Le s horte ned tti twenty-four hours, hut that 110 

chnngc should be made in the terminus, w hich Llecis ion was duly commnnicatetl 

Lo the Governmeu t. ( A ppcndix iS , page 80. ) 

~~~------------~----------------------------------------~---~ ~ ~------------------------------------------------------
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Alteration in Hou1· of D3plrture Homeward 
of French Mail. 

Early dti~ year, oa ~lwrt uotiee, the :\le~~ag:erie~ :Mat·itime~ Company 

altered the honr of ,lepar tme of the homc"·anl :\lttil ~tc:uner~ from noon on 

Wedncoday to 10 A.1I. The Chamher, 111 respou~c to a reque~t for their 

opinion from Go\·enmuJut. repre~eute.l the great ineouvenieucc this won!ll 

ean,;e the comtnunity. The Company'~ Age nt having represented the matter, 

the directors have, nputt re-eon-;iuemtioa, renJrtetl to the former honr of 

departure, m1d ha ·. thu~ confcrretl a gt·eat. hocm on the l'olony. (Appcntlix 

T, page H4.) 

Ohinkiang Chamber of Commerce. 

A Chamber of l'tlll\tnel'Ce having beeu formeJ thi~ year at Chinkiang, 

this Clt:unuer fo rw:mh-tl it ~ erl!lp;ratulations a11d expressed it~ readine,;s to 

eo-operate in matters affect iug' t hl:'i r mu ttml in tcre,;l:<. ( .\. ppen,\ix U, page 87 .) 

Teleg·raph Rates. 

The qne~ tion or thL· l'U~t of telegram~ uetll·~ell tlti:; Coluuy, lmliu and 

Europe ha~ hccn the ~u l.i • 'd of some eOI'I':!~potHlenec, and your Committee 

intimatetl to the London Chamber their re<ttline~s ,to t~o-opemtc in any action 

it coulcl ~uggeot to secure a rctlnction in the rates. They were unable, 

however, to a•lopt the propo~al of the L ondun ChamLer to approach the 

UoYernmeut w ith a view to their g iving r, guarantee to the Teleg raph 

Companic:; t o make gootl auy lo,.::; or revenue that might rc:<ult fr(•lll a 

rOtluetion of the present t:uitl': NotiYi lll~tantling the rcJnetion of 30 ecnt,.: a 

word made by the Telegraph C'ompauics in De•·emher la "' m the eost of 

telegraphing to Eut'O]JC awl America , di rect rrpresentatiou has been m:ule 

to t he .Tt>int T elegraph Companie~, more partieulady in connection with the 

r:Ltc~ chargetl between thi~ port aud Japan and th e tltrait:; Settlement,.:, to 

which a reply ba~ !Jeeu reeeive•l iutinmting that consi.lcml•le retlut.:tious will 

he made on eertain local tra!lil.) ~outh of !fon~dwng, :ttnl that: later the ~an1c 

principle lll:t)' l,c cx tendetl in other din:etiun:;. ( Appendix Y, page l-i':'.) 

The Coolie Strike in Hongkong·. · 

lu (•onnectioa with the Coo!ie Strike, wh ic!J caused ~o llll!Ch lo~:> and 

inconYenience early last year, two public meetings were held under the 

anspice~ of the Ch:uuher, ou the :28th Uarch awl 1st April rc~pccti \·ely, at 

~L--~------------------------------------------------~--~~ 

I! 

( ;)3 ) 

which the que~tion wa" fully di~ett.~setl, and it wa~ re~olve1l to ~ttpporr the 

Govemment iu rcprc~!'ing- the ~trilw. Corr:!~p:m :lenee be tween the Gon:ru

ment allll II. B. l\L'~ C'on"nl at. Amo.\· eiiei tctl the ~ tMemen t that an ample 

supply ot' labour cnn at any time be obtainc.l ft·om that port 0 11 eontlitiolt 

that the coolies <·an he guarantee:! permanent employment antl proteetion 

against mal-tre!ttment hy the Cantonese t'oolic!'. (Appellllix " · · page' 94.) 

Admiral Makaroff's device for Minimising· the 
effects of Collisions at Sea. 

ThoKc interested 111 :<!tipping were otJ the :23rd ,J:tnnary al[onlcd au 

opportunity hy the Couunittee of hearing an iutere~ting atltlres~ In· Admiral 

)1.\KAHOFF, of H. I. R. M.'" .Na\·y . t•xplanatory of bi.~ propo~e•l methoJ of 

minimisiug the effect.~< of collbion~ at sea. Snme iu:-;trncti1·e di~en~~ion 

followetl the nddres~. 

The New British Minister to China. 

Hb Exc• ·l!etu·y Sir CI .. \Lil8 ~hCI>O\' .U.ll, K.C.:\l.G., t.he ue1v llrit ish 

:i\liui~ter to Cltina, while pa~:;ing through the Colony ou lti~ way to Peking, 

ltaviug courteously <·onse ntetl to meet the Committee, au interv iew took 

place 111 the Cbamhcr of Commerce Hoom on the -1th April, wltell Ilis 

Excelleucy, u1 reply to an :vltlres~ from the Chairman dealing with the 

questions of the opening of the \Ve~ t Hi ver, the otfi<:i ! oh~tmetion in tlonth 

China to trade under Tnw~it Pa~;, ami the propo,;e,l exten~ion of th e 

h:>undarie:; <if thi,; Colony, :uul, in rcspon~e to certain Member~ of the 

Committee, gave soate wcleome a~~n rnw·e,. 111 reference to the prog ress of 

negotiation~ on t hese subject:<. ( Appellllix X, page liB.) 

The proposed Reconst1•uction of the Sanitary Board. 

The Govemmcnt last mouth inquired whether the opinion of the Chmnuer 

on the suuject of t.lw San it.:u ·r Board remains the same :~,,.: ex pressed tu the 

letter:; of the Chairman dated Hhu Octoher awl 12th .No1·eml•er, lH94, mttl 

hy the :i\lemuer then repre:;entiug the Chamber in tltc Conueil : al:;o ll'he ther 

l\lr. WmTEllJJ:All had receh·ecl any nmmlate from the Briti"h :Meml.Jcrs of the 

Chamber to oppo~e the Hew~ cxpre~sed hv the Het roucbment Committee 

and by l\fcs:;rs. KEswrcK aml .McCox .~nrn: . 

The Committee replied that t hey un:lerstooJ that Hi~ Excellency tl.tc 

Gov-ernor desires an expression of opinion on the question of tbe r~-coustitu

tion of the S ani tary Hoal'tl oul.v ami not o11 all the \:triou ~ point; mbed by 

~'~----------------------------------------~ 
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:\Ir. Kr,:swH..:K· ti le tte r uf the 19th Udober, lH!U, allll that a~ tlV expres:;iull 

of opinion by t.be Committc~ 011 tha t qnest ion cou!tl b:J final it wonltl !Jc 

necessary, if Il is E x1·el leney wi~hes it, to obtain the opinions of all the 

Members of the Chamber. The Committee adde1l that there was no record 

of auy precedent in respect. of the Chamber or any sec tion of its :Mmnhers 

ever having issueLI a mandate to any one of the gentlemen who have 

previou,;ly rcprescntetl the Chamber in the L egis lati\·e Council. 

xlr. \\·urm!IEAD adt.lressell a letter to the Committee 011 the s ubject, 

which, with the other correspon•lencc, will ·be found in Appemlix Y, page 124. 

Light Dues. 

The increased light tines coutiuuc to be levied. This matt er Jut~ lately 

had t he consideration of the present Committee, a!Hl it i" hoped the new 

Committee will press this qnestiou ou the attention of the l~ovemment. 

The Ch~mber's Representative in the 
Legislative Council. 

The H on. T. H . \VmTIW EAJ>, o11 ltis retum to the Colony in August, 

resumed hi~ seat in the Legislative C:u.nncil a~ represeu!a ti1·e of the Chamhcr. 

Committee . 

.Mr. D or::l ;LAS ,Jo:\E:,< ret ired in ,Jnly 011 hi ~ tlepartu rc for Shaughai , and 

Mr. N . ,J. E1n; was a,;ket! to join the Cornmit.tt>c. l\Ir. R. :M. Gl~A.Y having 

tendered his resig nation on lenviug the Colony, Mr. H ER13ERT thHTII has 

been invited to fill the vacancy. 

Members. 

During the past yea r Messrs. En. S c nJo:LULI.Ss & l'o. rcsigttetl mcmher

ship, aut! the Chamber has to regret the loss of ouc member by death, 

~fr. L. :\h:KDEL. The following name~ have been added to the list of 

member~ :--Mcss r>'. H EUTEH, BROCKEDJA:\':\ & Co., the H ongkong &; 

\\' hamp::m Dock Co., Ld., 'l\fr. W. Wm r.1w, Agent. of the Spen y Flour Co. 

of :-ian Francist:o, the Canton Iu~nmnce Oitice, Ltl., the China Traden;' 

lnHuruuee Co., Ld., the Hongkong Fire l n~nranee Co., L LI., the Ch ina Fire 

Insurance Co., Ltl., the Hongkong & Kowloon Wharf & Got!own Co., Ld., 

ami J\Ir. II. \V'ICKl~u . 
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~ESWicK':; let!.cr of the 191 h Udober, 1.8!:J!, antl tlwt a" 110 exprcs:;iun 

inion by t.be Cummitte:> on that qae,;tion could b:J final it. wonltl he 

sary, if His E:-.:r·cllency wi,;bes it, to obtain tlte opiuions of all the 

ner;; of the Chamber. The Committee addetl that there was nu record 

y precedent in respect. of the Chamber or ~tny ~ection of its Members 

baYing is~nell :t mandate to any one of the gentlemen who have 

)U:>ly represented the Chamhc'r in the Legisln.ti ve Council. 

~1r. \VnrrEIIEAD atltlrc~~etl a letter to the Committee on the ,;ubject, 

1, with the other correspondence, will ·hc found in Appendix Y, page 124. 

Lig·ht Dues. 

The inere:~sed light dues continue to be levied. Thi~ matter ha:; latdy 

the eousic.lemtion of the present Committee, mul it is hoped the new 

mittee will press t.hi» question ou the attentiou of the Uovemment. 

The Ch~mber's Representative in the 
Legislative Council. 

The Hon . T. H. \VmTEIIEAD, on his return to the Colon_,. in August, 

11ed hi,; seat in the L egi:;l:ttive cu'nncil a~ rcprcsenlati l'e of the ClHtlllhcr. 

Committee. 

.Mr. Dot.: (; LAS ,JoxE:< retire([ in ,July on hb departure for ShaHg·hai, and 

N. ,T. EDE was asked to join the Commit.tec. l\Ir. H. ~I. GI~A.Y having 

cred his resignation on leaviug the Colony, Mr. H ERllERT ~mTII has 

: invitcc.l to fill the vacancy. 

Members. 

Dming the pa~t year 1les;;r,;. Eo. ScnELLHASS & Co. rc~igncd memuer• 

•, and the Chamber has to regret the loss of one member hy death, 

L. )fENDEL. The following names have been added to the list of 

lhers :- -Messr:<. REUTEH, Rnt"iCKEDIA!\'X & Co., the llong kong &. 

ampo.- Dock Co., Ltl., Mr. W. WHILE¥, Agent of the Sperry Flour Co. 

3an Francisco, the Canton Insurauce Office, LJ., the China Traders' 

1ranee Co., Ld., the Hongkoug Fi re In~nranee Co., Ltl., the China Fire 

.uauce Co., Ld., the H ongkong & Kowloon ·wharf & Godown Co., Ld., 

l\Ir. II. Wx c KL:S<.J. 
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Secretary. 

Mr. F. IIENI>Enso:s hadug resigned, Mr. H. CILITp:wro.s WILCo)X was 

nppointct.l Secretary to the Chamber in Jannar\y, 1896. 

Finance. 

The .A.ce:mnt~ for the year enJing 31st December were audited by 

}!essr~. GERSJIO)l STEWAHT nnd J. Y. V. VErtxo:s. The balance nt the 

crc(lit. of the Clmmber amounte(l to $2,509.13, and a special Fixed Deposit, 

representing the "Pinnacle Rock Fn1Hl," of $3,03i.22, both amounts being 

in the halllls of the Hong-kong & ~hanghai Banking Corporation. 
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.A. 
Fog Signalling at Gap Rock. 

Cor.nxrAT. s~;cnF.T,\In's OFF!CF., 

HoxGKmw, 2n<l Mny, I HH5. 

SI!~,--With refPretu~e to the timling of the Marine Court 111 the matter 

of the gromuling of the H.S. Polypltemus ou .Jnhile<> bland 011 the 8rh ultimo, 

which wm: pnbli~ht>tl in the Gm·rrnmeut Ga::eftr of the 27th nltimo, I am 

diroetcd to tmn~mit for the information of the Chamber of Commerce the 

t>n ciMe<l copy of :t report hy the Ihl'iJ<Htr MastPr r. •l • ti\'1~ to rite firing of th11 

fog si!!nal at Gap Roek.--1 h:He, &('., 

,J. H. STEW ART LOCKHART, Colonial Secretm·y. 

'J'he Srrretar,11; CrrA::\tnF.It OF Commncx. 

IL~R80l:R DBPART>!ENT, 

llosr.Koxn, 30th April, 189•i. 

Sm,-In furtherance of my intention expre~scd to you wh('n forwarding 

the Finding of the 1\fnriue Court on tl1c Htrandiug of the l'olyphemus 

on ,Jnhilec Island, I ye~terday visited the Gap Hock and :tfterwar1ls proceeded 

in the Fame to a position south of the Rock approxi111atc to that ascribed 

to th e Polyphemus on the morning of the CI~Hualty. 

F rom this po~it.iou, I stenmed s lowly towards Jubilee I sland on a conr~c 

nearly npproaching that which took the Polyphemus on shore. 

The fog s ig nn.l on the Rock was hy my orders kept going every 5 

minute:::, nrH! ohRermtions were mnt!e by me as to the t!istance from the Rock 

:lt w h i Pit tll('se wPrc heard, the result being 11s follows:-

2:394 ynl'<lR distant inaudible 

20ii9 
" ., !<lightly nudiblc 

W62 ,. , nntlihle 

l02H , , do. 

!H48 ,. " 
tlo. 

2.~8i 
" " 

inaudible 

The wea rher at the time was fine aud clear wit.h a lig ht S.E wirul. 

The concln!-'ion I come to is, tbnt, Ot! the wir11lwanl side of the Rock, 

nnr ~<'a mile i~< tlw extr<'m<' ,]i~tnnr<' nt wlliPh th(' fog !lig'nnl ~honl!l hn 

~~~~----------------------------------~------~--------~- -~~--------------------------~----------------------~ 



i 

[ 4 J 

A 
expeeteLI to be heard, anti c1·en theu it should be looketl I'm· wiflt extreme 

eantion. l would depreea.t.e its being eonsitlcrctl as a.nythiug more thnn n. 

waming of approach townl'Lls the Rock it~elf, anti wonld rceommenrl it :> not 

being u~t't! for tlte pnrpo;.;e of navigating past the Roek on either :;iue. 

Fnrther, nfter tine enquiry, I ~ee no ren~on fur tlonhting that the fog 

sig:iml was being- properly worked on the moming: of the 8th in~ta.nt, or tbnt 

th~ intPJTals were properly timet!. The chi«:>f lightkeep<>r was n.ttemling to 

this Linty himself. The remaining stoek of gnu cotton charge~ anrltletona.t.ors 

is coneet, a.nt!, with a clof'k within a yard of him when firing the charge, 

I sec no good reason to rely on the time taken on uonnl the Polyp!lemus in 

preference to that taken in the Light Room. The Hononra.ble Director of 

Public "'orks accompanied me on thi s occasion and kindly gave me his 

ns~i~tnncc in mnking the ob;;ervations.-I have, &c., 

H. l\I. RU:\fSEY, llarbour 11/nster, .Jr. 
Tlte 1-Iononmble J . H. ~TEWAitT LOCKIUR'r, 

Colonial Sec1·etm·y. 

HONGKO~W, 4th ~fn~·, 1895. 

I:\ m, -With refercuce to the rcccut findiug of the 2\ nvnl Court of Enquiry 

into tl!e accident to the S.S. Polyphcmus near the Gnp Hock when the fog 

siguals ap}lcarcrl to ha,·c hrcn insufficient,, we heg to endose copi<'S of cor

respondence, a s noted below. From that c•orre~pondonee, it seem~ to 11 ~ that 

the Gap H ock Lighthouse is inefficient in its fog s ignalling C<[nipment, nntl 

thut a sigLnl that is only s lightly allllible at a rlis tnncc of 2,059 yards, anrl i~ 

audible nt 1 ,Gf!2 yanls-nnder n mile and under fa1·cmra.J.Ie we:tther circnm

f; tunre·-i~ nsele~s HI the p0si t.ion it occnpief', mHl we heg to snggc.-t. that. 

t he Il c•ll"kOIJO' Chnmbe'r d Commerce will impress npon the novernment 
0 "' 

the ~troug neces sity that cxbts for f'q nipping the Gnp Roe!; l.ighthon~e 

with the mMt pc·rfcct signall ing appnrlltus.- \Ye arc, &e., 

· JHJTTEHFIELD & SWIRE, .Ageuts, 0. S. S. l'n., Ld. 

F. HF.SDERsox, E sq .• 

·''t•crela7'.1f, IIo:•wKONG CITA)fllF.R OP Co)ntERCE. 

Enclosures:-

(11) l.et!Pl' from n. & s. to the Coloniltl 1:\ecre tary 22.4.9;5. 

(!,) I.etter from thP Colonial Secretary to H. & S. 2.5.95. 
(1· J l.ettor IO>n(' ]Min~r lhrhonr :Master'~ Report tlate.l 30..1.9;). 

li 

11 

1: 

11 

11 
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A 
lloXGKONc;, 22ntl April, 189.5. 

Su:,--We hog- to direct the attcutioa of the <:i.>\'ernm:mt to th e finding 

of tlte Court of Euquiry in the reeeut in\'C:!stigation of the grounding of the 

s.~. l'oZifJJhl'lllll.~ whet·ciu it is :state 1-" Lhat if the (~:tp Rod: fog ~ignal had 

J,ecn hcarJ the casualty woald prou:thl.r not h n.1·e OCl!HtTct1." 

It is further fo tu d that. the ve:;.;d p!!.,;~e. l at a di~tan~.:;; of not mo1·e tlnu 

one and n half milc8 fn~m the Uap Roek . 

The tclegr.tphic fo;,~; report, lll:ttlc to the fhrbattt' i\f~.;le r fi'Om the Gap 

Hock, <hltluee~ the :;tatennut t.h:Lt the firin,:.!; of the fu.; ~ign d he6.tU at 4.2:> 

A.)l. aml was euutinue:l till 11 ,\.~1. 

The e1·ideuec of Capt. Cuurw, wbieh wa> eorroba ·au l by se1·Jral 

witnesses, is that. th e fir~t ~ign:tl wa.; he tr.l :tt. 5.0) .t . u . av 1 thJ :'e.L~t 9r it \V:lS 

heard at internds of l:l minn ttH iu sto~ I of 10 minatc•, whieh Ca~lt. Cnunn 

timed. lt woulclappL·ar from this, nnles . .; the iu-;truct,ion~ to the Li~hthousc 

keepers arc intlefiui te ns to the interval L3tween the signals, th,L t the signals 

were not ~ufficicutly ft'C(ptent, all!! also ten.ls to throw tlonht upon the 

correctness of the telegmphic fog report whid1 the Court only asstHnctl to 

be corre('t; for the Polt;pliemus must have been within u radius of o:te half 

mile of the Gap Rock for a con:;itlcmule time before the acl!ident. happened 

and though there nr~ :~ ,·ariety of opinion~ npJn the au.liuility of fo,~ sign:t!s, 

it seem;; ditlienlt to helie Ye that in thi s instance they :;honltl uo~ have beert 

heard if they were made. 

We s uggest that a searching enqui ry he iustitnteLl into the me tlwJs of 

signalling adopte1l at the Gap Hock, bcariug more particularly on Lhe pre5ent 

accident.- - \Y c ha\'c, &c. , 

BCTTEI~FIELD & SWIRE. 
Honouraulc ,J. II. STEWAin' L ocKIIAUT. 

No. D.J9. 
Cor.oxiAL SECRETAnr':; OFFICE, 

HONGKONf<, 2n tl May, 1895, 

GENTLEm·::>,-With reference to my letter Xo. 8G-l of the 25th ultimo, 

I a.m t.l.ireeted to transmit for your information the enclosed copy of a report 11 

by tlw Harhonr Master r~lati1·e t.o the firing of the fog ~ignn l nt. Gap 

Rock.-.I havr, &e., 

J. II. STEW ART LOCKHAHT, Colonial & cJ•ctaru. 
Messrs. BUTTERF!ELD & SW!RE. 

• fr~tcd on pasc i. 

-- -~-----------------------------------------------------------------------~ ~~~1--------------~------~------------------------~ 
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A 
llo~GKo~<; UE~~: Jt.\L CUA)JBEI~ or Co)Dl£ItCE, 

Ho:-nmo:-w, 20th l\hy, 189;'). 

~m,-A:; a ~uhjeet i 11 l'l hi eh many o!' t.l.tc l\Iemhers are interetitet!, 

.Mes:;rs. HUTTKIU'IF:LD & SwmE brought to the notice of the Chamber the 

matter of Fog Signalling nt the Gap U.ock, athl in eonneetiou therewith luwe 

laiu before the Committee copie!' of the corrc~pomlcnce which pas~ed between 

the Government atHI thcmseh·es on the :;ubjeet, and al~o Commander 

Ru~rsr:Y'il report of experiments uu~\Je by him to te~t the ctlleieucy of the 

fog signalling apparatus. 

The conteutiou of the above named firm is that as the fog Rignal, 

aecor,Jiug to Corumanuer Ru~t:;E\''S own showing, is only slightly audible at 

2059 yal\1,;, allll anuiblo at 1612 yartl!<--less th:m a mile, an<l under favour

able weather circnrnshmces--it i~ pmctically of little use ns a warning to 

vessels of their appro:wh to t;he Hock in thick or foggy weather. I t is also 

contoll,led that the interval hetween one sotmding of the signa.! and the next 

is of too long n tlnratiou. This qnc,;t.ion ·wa~ misml in connection with the 

c:tqniry into the ac;.:i,lcnt which recently ha ppenC\l to t.he steamer l'olyphenws 

in the neighbourhoou of the G:tp l~l)ck~. Commander Hmrs~:Y was inclined 

to doubt the accuracy of the evidence tcmlerctl by the people on board t.he 

s teamer as to the leng th of time that elapse~ between the sign:~b, bnt that is 

a point of ca:sy so!tttion, and if found on in vcstigntion that it is mHlnly long 

t.he G~1vemmcut will, 110 doubt, sec fit to apply :~ rcme-ly. 

Tltc m:ll'O imp<JrtauL •!UC.> tion of the llistance at which the fog ~ignal 
can be he1~nl ~emu,; well worth the eonsi•ler:tt.ion of the Government, and the 

l'onnuittcc venture lfl ~uggcst that if the ra.l ins of distiuet. sound is limited 

to ~omething le~H than a mile, under fa,·onmhle weather circumstances, the 

l ighthouse shonhl he fnrni,-hc I with a fog signall ing appnmtns of much 

greater compa~~. 

As I1 is Excellency the l~nvernor ha-; o11 ~e,· eral occasions Lceu good 

enough to refer to the Committee qnc8tions conneeteLl wit.lt the working of 

tltc <=tap Hock Light they hop~ the snggcstious now ·made, in tho interests 

of shippi11g, may receive hi:; favourahle coHsillcration.-1 have, &c., 

F. IlEl'\DERHOX, Sccrr.lary. 

'rhc llunollrul·le J . lL ~TEWaUT LocKHAHT, Colmtiul Sccrc lar!J. 

A 
.• :Yo. 1116. Cor.o:o.-IAL ~ECI~ETAt~r·,; 0Fncr:, 

· HoxGKONG, 27th i\lay, Hl9.i. 

SIR,-With rcfcrctu:e to \ ' 0111' lct.tcr of the 20th i11otant I r· t 1 . ., • ., . am t tree CL to 

transmiL for the informat ion or the Chamher of C'onJtllet·en tl I I v 10 enc oset copy 

of a rcJ:ort ,hy the Harbom Mnstm· relative the Fog l>'ignal at the Gap Rock. 

H1 ::s Excellency wouhl be gl:~LI to reeci,·c a11.v observations that the 

Chamber may have to offer in regard to the proposal contained in t.he final 

paragraph of the above report.-! have, &c., 

.T. H. STEWAR1' LOCKHART, Colonial Secrctm:IJ. 

The SN:retarJt, CHAi\tllF.R 01'' Co:\ll!ERCE. 

(Report by the Harbour Jlfaster to the llon . Colonial Secretary.) 

. H~u. CoLOXIAL SEcRETARY,-! do not agree that the Gap Rock fog 

stgnal IS "practically of little use as a warnin
0
rr to ,·essels 0 c 1 • • t ten· approach 

to the Hock in thick or foggy weather." 

A signalling apparatus of "much g-rcnter compass" mirrht in the gco-. 

gmp.hic:~l p~sitiou of tLJc Gnp Rock pro,·c more danger;ts than useful, 

heanng lll mmd the imposf:'ibilit\· of correctlv estimat'1110' <l ' t 1 d • • J 0 IS anee JY soun 
alone. · 

If any alteration be ma,le l woulJ suggest that it he in the direction of 

=~osimilat iug our method of si"'nallin"' to that of tl Cl · C · o "' ' tc mm oast statiOns 
where the signal i~ nnde in 11.11 ~\YCI' In >csseb whose "i"'Ilnl~ nrc fi ·t 1 ·t "' o "' Q '" " rs 1cnrl 
nt the station. 

H. 'M. RlTi.\ISEY. 

lloxGKorw GExEnaL CnA)!BEl~ OF Co)D!R HCE, 

IfO!\'GKO!\'C:, 26th June~ 1890. 

. ~ll: ,-Beg~iug rel'ereuce to your es teemed communication of 2ith l\Iay 

h.llldutg copy of a further report from Comm·mJer Hu"S"Y 01 !' · zt· 
• • • . .u •· 1. ng segna mg 

at the (, ap Roclt, an<l statlllg that His Excellencv wotllll Le ·! 1 t · • g a< 0 I'CCei VC 

any observations the Chamber may lun·e to offer 011 that gentleman's 

:;-uggcstion-

"Of . ·1 . . u:;~mu atlllg onr mode of >:~i.ruallin" to tl·t" t u•· tl e L'l · l ' o o " ' 1 · u na ·oast 
"stations where the signal is mado in ans"•<'J' to Ye~~cl who~<e 

" c•ig uab are fir~t b t;:ml at !he s t:1.tiou ., 
. ' 

L1 ... 
~ ~-------------------------------------------------.-------------------------------------------------------



A 
I :uu directed to ~late tlmt, frurn inquirie~ uwde . it tloe~ not appear tu the 

Committee that the al.Jo,·c sngg-l·stion eoul<l he :vlvnntageon!<ly cnrrictl out n t 

the Gap Roek, the po~ir.ion of which "eem~ to rL'll t.ler necPssary, if to be 

cffecthe, a different :;y~t.em of ~igualling to that :HluptcJ at. the China Coa~t 
:<tation~, where signa.b are made for the he:wlit. of p:t~~ing ste:uners ~teering 

an onbide conr,;e to assure them of their position, ratlt~r than, to w:un them 

of their proximity to dnngcr. 

At ·these station:; it is the en~tum of the lig-hthon~e keeper:; when they 

hear a fog ~ignul from a pa~"ing steamer (whi<'h a.; n rule can he heard 

se,·eral mile~ off) tn respotlll lty firing- a gnu which RUflicienLly inrli<~ates to 

those on hoard the position of their ve,;~el. 

The position of the Gap Rock, though a eons iLlcraulc di~tanee off, is at 

the southern entrauceR to Hongkong hcing the fir~t. land m:t:le, am! signal.

are ncccs~ary to vessels nppt·oaching-, in thick or fogg,,· weather, t.o sene a~ 

a warning that they arc in the neighuourho{)(l of (!anger, aud not as 1s 

suggesteLI hy Commander Ru~ISEY to enable them to steer n. eonrse uy fog 

signnl8. 

J<'rom the information the Committee has beL!ll able to gather, it would 

appear the method of signalling M the Gap Hock likely to prove mo~t n~eful 
to vessclR approaching Hongkong wouhl he signal>< rcpeatetl at very short 

intcrvnl~ made by 1111 in~tnnnent capable of <li;;tribnting sonnd OYer n wide 

rauiu~. 

Whe n addressing you ou :!Oth May la~<t the Committee venture<! to 

suggest that the signalling apparatus now in use at the Gap Rock, which 

had Leen shown to he only slightly audible, under fa,·omlthle we at her 

circum~tance~, at a dbtanr;e of 2,509 yanl,;, should he replaee<l hy one of 

much greater compass, and now beg to repeat that s uggestion with the 

fnrther r ecommendation that the apparatus put in snb::;titntion :should be one 

capable of heiug heard, iu all direction, at a di~tance of not less than three miles. 

I am dirceted by the Committee to ask you to be good euongh to COIH'CY 

to His E xcellency their thanks for his courtc;;y iu gi viug th em the opportunity 

of expressing nu opinion 011 a ~uhjcct important to the shipping interests of 

the Colony.-I hn,·e, &c., 

Honourable J. H. STEW..I.RT LoOKUART, 

Colonial Secrctm·y. 

F. llENDER:::iON, .'\ecretu.ry. 

. 
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.No. 14S4. CoLOXIAL SEt:r:F.TARY's 0FFic~:. 

lfOXGKONG, lOth July, 1895. 

Sm,-""ith reference to your leLt er of the 26th ultimo, relnth·e to the 

fo.q si,qnal at the r.ap Roclt, I am dirceted to tmusmit for the iuformaiion 

of the Chamber of Commeree the rndose<l cop,,· of a memomndnm on the 

snbje<'f. by the Acting Hnrhom :\faster nn<l t •> enquire whether the recom

mentlut.ious therein mrtlle will meet it~ wi~lw~.-1 lmve, &<~., 

,J. H. STEWART LOCKHART, Coloninl .S'uretm:IJ· 

Tltr Sf•cretm•tt. Cn.umr-:r: OF C'o~DrF.I:CF.. 

MEi\10. 

Originally il 1\'a~ iutt~IHIP•l thnt a ~.vr<>n (!apnhlc of being turned in any 

tlireetion shonhl hu n~ed at the l;ap Hor.k. The Elder Brethren advised, 

however, thnt detonator;; should he n~<~d in preference, when fixed as now 

above the light the ;:ountl would IH· heard all ronnd. 

TIH~ sttgge~tion of the Committee that tho fog :::ignal should continue t.o 

he mntle at. regular intcn·n.ls, i!:; a good on~, tlw Gap Hock heing tr1e land 

nr~t made for hy n~ssels from the Routhwanl. 

That on the one occasion when the Harbour :\Iaster uuul(~ experimeuts 

us to the nmlihility of the fog signal the limit appeared to he 2,059 yard~> hy 
no means <letnon ~tmtes that that is the mnximnm mnge, experiments with 

this ohjeet in , ·iew vnrying in the mo~t incxplienhiP mnnnet· under apparently 

f,he same conditions of weather. 

As the Committee recommend thar the fog· .~i,guai should he 11111 liblc at 

least three mile~, a twPlve-pound <?r ~honl(l he ~nh~titntc1 1 (pt·efernbly hrass) 

to be fired · a~ thP ~nme intPITnl a~ th r, homb:<, ,·iz., t"·ery tPn miunte~ in 

fo~g,v wen.t.lwt·. 

W. C. If. IIASTIXC:S, Actin.lf liarhmo· ,1/a.~ter, ·5·c. 

Hoxr.KONG, ith .Tnly, 1H9ii. 

li oxnKOl\(; GENF.UAL CuA~U::Im OF co~Dn:nm:, 

Ho:-<GKON<~, 15th ,J n]_,-, 1895. 

:-iu:,-lu ucknow I edging the receipt of yonr e~tccmed coJnmuuica.tion of 

lOth in~tant T nrn <lirPPtP<l to ngnin thank _nm for a further referenc(' to the 
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" 

( • ].>0 r./i and :dfonliu~-,.·· rlw CommittCf• tlH, mode of (tl[l sipnrr.llin,q rtl I If' rap • . . 
• .. f · .. - -· 0' •111 O[Jinion a~ to t.he tle~imhilit." of suh~tJtut· 1 ug lhP nppor(llltl h n exptc~slll0 • · 

1' • (' , .]'> polllli[Or n·nn fo r the pre>'!'llt ~~- ~tP.I!l of PXploding homh~. 
11"11\~ 0 :l _... J h • . 

From enqnirif':> llta<11' it would :t]IIWrll' dmt, in the opinin1~ of ua.utinnl 

men, the ~ng:gesteu change wonhl be \'er.'· nnc!ept:~ule, aut! i~ I" eonsH!Prcd 

that l1 ] 2-polll!df'l' g'tlll ( preferably Ul'n~"J fired Ill l!ltel'\·al:< oJ llOt. lesl" thll ll 

1 · 11 1 e lil· el'· to 111.01·" a most efficient mode of wnrlllllg' 1·e~sels 0 mmute~ won • • ' ·' · , . 
· k II ·1 . 111 rhiek weathf't from the South-while approaclung Hong ·ong m Wilt · • 

'1 11 ·1· t cc-of their heiuo· iu the uetghhourhood of the still nt a ()OilS I! ern 1 e t IS an . . · .- · 

Gap Roe•];, 

I I 1. 1, 1 ·1t 11.0, 1j1[ '-c well that earlv allll widespread notice t lliS uecn sn~gcs Cl u " . 

I · f' tl 0 date. at which the contomplatetl chnuge, if :v1optecl, wdl 
JC gtvcn o 1 • 

take effeet.-1 ha,·e, &e., 

Hououmble J. H. STEWART J.OCKIIAnT, 

Colonial Secretary. 

:a 

F. HENDERSON, Secretm·y. 

Reported threatened position of Foreign 
Residents in Formosa. 

A)roY G1-:NERA 1. CnA)mr:R oF Co;o.nrr:ncE, 

A)!OY, 29th ,June, 1895. 

I t the British Admirnl intenrlc<l lh:AR SJI{,-H:wing rccci,·ed news I tn 

f 1 hn•l onlerccl the return of the to vrithtlrnw protC?elion from Tniwan oo nn• . . , • ' . 
' A . "' t the war \·e~He1s uow lYing off 1 mwaufon, nn 

mannc~ lancl ec.l at uptn"' 0 · · • . . 

· f t ] · ( :J •tmbcr wa~ eallec] to prote~t ag:un~t ;;.ueh lll~tton M nrrrent mecung o u ;;. · 1' 

, . r "] t · tl ' It \\" IS ·wn•ecl . f . t I , .. to life '11\ll Jlropcrtws o . res !I en s . H~le. . . , "' . belli"' 0 o~ren 'nngt 1 • • 

"' ,... 1 . . f llo\T'< '- - " Britis h Aclmiral propo~C's w tthclrnw to sencl \ 'Oil a. te egram a~ o .. , 
.' j' . ' ['n·111.nnfoo to-morrow action entails utmos t clanger life '' protectton tom . " .. 

"property beg yon join 

" we nlreno~· clone so:· 

us tPleg-rnph at on<'P Brit.i;;.h :Minister protesting 

ll 

1: li 
[1 

_ .... 
~--~1----------------------------------------------~--~--
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B 
The ChnmLer has, since the tlcspntch of abo1·e tclegmru, rceei,·c,l primtc 

advice from Consul G.t.IWNER of this port that the British l\I iuistcr has 

informed the Aclmiral that the men l:wdecl at Anping must remnin on ;;hore. 

-I nm, &!'.; 

FRANCIS CASS, Virc-Clmirmrm. 

To tlw C/l(lil·man oftllf• IJn:SGKo:sc: Cu.nrnF.n OF C'O)Dtr.nc~, 

Jio:sc:Ko:sc: . 

Hn:sr; Ko:sn (~E'SF.RA r. Cn.urmm o~· CcnDIERC~:. 

lloNC>IW:Sc :, 2nd Jnly, 1~9.5. 

Sm,-On the 29th iu~tant a ve1·y urgl•ntly wor•lt!d tclogram was receive•! 

frfJm the Amoy Chamber of Commcrne stating that Aclmiral BuLu:n proposotl 

withclmwing protection from Taiwanfoo, pointing out the great danger such 

:1ction would entail on life and property, anti asking this Chamber';; co-opei·ntion 

in support of a telegram scut direct to yom Excellency. 

The circumsta.nce:s semued to be 8ufficiently alarming to fully ju~tify the 

Amoy Chamber's extreme 1\nxiety, nncl assuming tl1Rt the message forwardell 

direct to your Excellency was of n similar nature to the one received here, 

this Chamber at once de~<pRtched to you the following tr.·legram :-

" This Chamber s trong ly supports Aruoy Chamber'~ telegrnm 

"objecting withdrnwal naval protection Taiwnnfoo." 

The information so fur to h:md does not quite define the exact position 

of affairs in Formosa, lout it appears the Jnpa.ncse had intimated their inten

tion of makin~ an immetlin ten ttaek iu that vicinity, w hi eh doubtless explains the 

pl'Oposed :wtion of Aclmiral Hn.I.ER of withdrawing the forces landed. The 

pMition may not have left any othe r course open to him, and the German 

Aclmiml is reported to l1 n n : nl!optccl a similar course. 

Your ExcellctH'Y wi 11 tmdcr~tanu thn t the Chamber felt compelled to 

act promptly m thi ~ matter on information whil'h emphaRized the fact thut 

forrigu lin·~ atHl intf' rPsts wei'P 5criously imperilled. 

F. HENDEHROX, Sm·etm'.ll· 

llis E x cellcnry tiir Nwnous O 'CoNoR, K.C.ll.,C.M.U., 

lfn· lJ1·itmmic )Jojesty's Em·oy E:rtraorrliuar_?t and iUiui&ter 

Plrnipoteutim·y in Cliinrr, Prltin,rJ. 
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PEiu:w, 22nd ,Jul~· , l89<i. 

Buc,-I hrg to :wknowlctlgo the receipt of the lett er of the 2nd instant, 

adclressed to me IJy the Ilongkong Geueml C'hmnber of Commere\', re~rpeting 

the withdmwal of the marine guard from Anpiu,g.- I nm, &c·., 

"X. H. O'C'O~OIL 

.F. 1-Tr:!\'DERSOX, E~q., 

Ho:ooc:KO:i'G (~r::n:n.H. Cu.ornr:n OF Cmon:nn~ . 

c 
Treaty between China and Japan. 

JTo:i'GI\O:I" c; Gr.:on:r:.u. C'n.uunm OF Co)Dtu:cE, 

HoxGKO!'IC:, 16 th }lny, l~!lii. 

Sm,-lt hns Leen brought to the notice of the Chnmber thnt the absence 

of positive information as to whether the Trea ty between China and ,Japan 

has, or hns not, yet ueC'n r:ttificcl i~ cansiug cou8idrmhle anxict.y in the tniucls 

of those cugagecl 111 hnsiues~ with the two countries, :tud that the pre,;uut 

;.:tate of mlcertaiuty t hrcatens to hrin11: ~-hont a somewhat ~erions interrupt ion 

to trade. 

The Com mi t tee of the Chamber h:we been :tsked to plaec this mat !er 

hefore you and to ~ugge~t that if the Government b:t» 11ot yet rPeei1•ecl :w y 

official intimation of the ratification of the T reaty, His Excellency the 

G oYemor maY he plcasctl to telegraph eitber to Ilcr Majesty':-; Mi11ister at 

Peking, or tlir~ct to Her }lHjesty's Chief Secretary of State for the Colonies 

for the desired informat-ion. 

As the quest ion i ~ one of considemble importauec to the Colouy the 

Committee trn~t Hi~; E xcellenl'y may ;;eo fit to accede to tl:e uboYe suggeMion, 

and remOI' C, if poH;;iblc, the exi~tiug unccrtn.inty ns to w hether or not the 

uegotin.tious t'cecntly cutereJ into between China allll .Jnpan haYe been 

completed. -I haYC', &c., 

F. IIENDERSON, Se11·etary. 

To t!10 H ononral)le J. H. STEWAUT LoCKHAttT, 

Colonial S t!c1·etary. 

_ ...... 
~------------------------------~ 
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c 
Telegrwn. 

(From H.B.M.'s ~Iiuister at Peking to I-I.E. the Governor, Hongkong.) 

"ExchangP- of mtifications took place at Chefoo on 8th :May. 
"16th :Ma;·, 189;')." 

D 
The New Treaty between England and Japan. 

IIoxm~o~w G"xER.\.L Cn.umrm Ol' CcnoumcE, 

Hox<:KOXG, 7th ,Jnuc, 1895. 

' Sm,-I :uu Jireetd loy the Committe:! of this Cbamher to acknowietlg.J 

the receipt of yom de,; patch No. 45, tlate .l 11th ~ht·ch, in which you enclo3e(l 

th e following copies of de;.:pntches :-

F oreign Office to Colonial om~c 1Lttod London 28th .June, 1894. 

Colonial OfHce to Foreign Office datecl Lmulou 29th ,Jtme, 18~)4. 

Colouial Oniec to Foreign Office <latml l~ontlou 15th Jany ., 189.i. 

F oreigu O!Jice to C :.>lonial Otlil:e 1l:ttml Lo~~tlon 4th Fcl,y., 189.i. 

Thi~ eotTC>'potHienee llP.aL" wit-It the imposition of duties upo:t refined 

s llgat· mHler t lw new commercial treaty with ,Japan signed in Lout!ou on tho 

1 Gth ,July, 1895, w hi eh wa~ hrough t to your not ice b~· the Chamher on the 

4th D ecem her la~t when the Commit tee fonvanlcd to you a letter, alhlrcssed 

to them by Messrs. ,J.\RI!JXJ.:, M .HHEsox & Cu., in w hich the iuc itlenco of 

these dntie~ was ex hau~tivcly dealt with. 

It is :;tatml in the aboYe eorre ,;pouclcnce t hat the .Japanese Government 

cousiclcrell the levy of duties upoa sugar a f nndmucntal )Htrt of their pro~ 

pos:•l:'l, ancl, at the initial stngc of negotiation~, <le~ired they should retain a 
free hancl in re"pect of s11gar. 

This w licitudc on the part of the J apattcse Uovcrumcnt may hn.\'o s ng

ge!;ted to the Foreign O lfice that that Govcrmuent had in Yiew propos:tls 

ealcul!Lt-e<l to prove inimical to loeal sugar imlnstrics, hut if any s uch suspicions 

were awakened tl1e;;e were unfortunately not commm licated to the llong kong 

Go,·crument while the treaty was under cousidcratiou. 
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ln the ~:our~c of •;urre~pullllcnco Lord RII'O:-i puintctl t!lll that the eolttli

tious :~,;ked for l11· t.hc ,Japane~c were agreetl to after eonsultntion with ~lr. 

KE:;WICK. a partner i11 the finn of ~Ic~sr,; . • LuWJ:-\E, 1fATIIES<l:\' & (\•. It is 

not know11 how f:n· :Mr. KESWICK exprcssetl h i,; approv:•l of tltc terms pro

pose.!, hut although he may ha1·c expre6sc(l his opiuiull as to the fainwss 

of a 10 pur toent. ,]ut:_~', hl' ennltl not h:; expedetl to have a full knowledge 

of sueh J'aet before him, a .; th:LI mw ~n.!:tr wonlcl be left fro::, a11tl the re

finctl Lluty lcYied on an extreme lm:<i~ of ndne iu .Japan. 

It i~ thercforJ very much to he regretteJ tlt:tt· the question was not 

~nbminc.l to His Exec!lency the t:l-overuor for his ean~hleratiou, as he conlt!, 

lmU. he so tlesireLl, ltn,·e availcJ himself of tl1e colleeti vc opinions of the repre

sentative~ of t.he sng-ar illlln~tries of lL>llgkoug, "·ho, with a complete know

leclgc of the position, would no doubt lmvc beca able to snggest measures for 

~afcguanling an ithlnstry, which, though t-he result of private enterprise, is a 

very important faetor iu the :1lh•anccment or the Colony. 

The opinions ltehl by the Home GDvcrnment arc in opposition to the 

Yicw,; expressed by this Chamber, whieh arisp mainly from the elimination 

of the low priec of silver in the argnmeut,; they prefer. 

The Foreign Offiec call it :t ~epantlc <lnc;;tion. Iu a ~e11se it is; hut it is 

al ~o :111 integral part of th(' ~uhjeet ullller tliscns,;ion ; alHl it i,; uot only 

impo~..;ible to ,;eparatc it, lout to attempt to ,]o ,;o dcdnccs ttll utterly t'tToneou;; 

c.HJc!u~iou. 

The rn·icc of refi11ed :;tl){lll' i 11 .I a pan and :;i I vcr was a lmonna lly high for 

the :<ix monthly period ~dcetctl for turuing the arl l'fllol'l'JII duties into a 

:;pecific tax, ami nro~e from the :;critH!~ decli11e in the ntltic of sih·er tlnriug 

that periotl. Tbe gold nll11e of sugar~ refen·t•tl to in the statement cnclo~ed 

hy the Fore ig n Ollicc, :;hewing the English prices, only tclb part of the talc. 

That doenment note~ the fall iu the ,·alne of ~ ngar, itt "Goltl," bnt it 

omits all mcutiou of the corre,:pomling ~il ver 1·alnc uf LIIC art icle. lt mu~t 

not be lo~t ><ight of that. the qne:;tiott under tli :;cn~~i on refer~ to a coutJtry 

wbo:;e ,;ule ~lamlanl of ctuTeney i:; s ilver, not goltl, ami that to attempt to 

compare a gold price with a sih·er, when the latter metal has ~erion81}' 

alterctl it ,; relati vc value to the other, without taking into account that ehangc, 

i:> to in~ titulc a fabe comparison. For t.hi,; cmtHc altio t-he sf'~~tement that the 

propo~ca Japanel:ie duty upon refine•! sugar~ i ~ particularly light compared 

with that. lcvic,l iu ut!J er cuuutriE)s i ~ open tu •ptc~Liou, 

I! 
I 
,, 
11 
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Afler Llepweati ng t.hc intrudnl'tion of the '·~ih· er'' Ct):;(' of LIH: '·gold" 

valne of :;ngar iu the preeedi11g· para:~raph, it is ~in;!'nlar that the Foreign 

Otticc ha~ uo hesitation in lt~ing the "goltl ., co~t of tlw tariit Jc,·y to ilh;:;. 
tr11.tc how ~mall the duty i~ iu "gold.'' 

But the ([llC~t.ion t'a.11 ouly he \'iewe:l fmm the :oilrer ,;tnntlpoiut. The 

duty i~ not p:tyablc in gold. It '" a ten per ceut. tluty upon :t sih·er c~~t, 

which really become.~ e\'en more than teu per t:Pitt. owing to the ~election of 

:m inflated, in~teatl of a uormal, period. 

The consumer~ in the,.;r· ~ih·er using countries do uol 1intl their cnrreuey 

:tppreciatc,l, as gold is in Europe. 

The purchasing power of the yen is limited and is measured by its 

sih·er value in paying for cummot!itics exprc~scd in gold. 

The ten }•er rent. dntv upon rcfinell sugar is therefore reiati\·cly, in 

~ilver, a greater impo~;ition than it appears if meu:>nred in gold, particularly in 

a poot· country where the remuneration for labour, which i:; paid for in ~i l vcr, 

has inercased little if at nil. 

But thi;; Chamber did not tlirect at tention to the point whether the 

dnt.y was light or he:n·y. lt wi,.;heU. to intimate that this duty, tnkl;m ut 90 

t•cnls p er picul, or £1.12.n. per ton, would be a Llirect bounty of that:mm lo 

t.he Japanese refiner, if the Govcrumcut levied no impo~t . upon mw ~ugars

whicb it i:s quite wi tbiu their }lOwer to do-for the treaty omits all mention 

ol' any tlutie,; upou raw ::;ugar. It eau lJC importctl free while relined 

sugar t:l pcnali~c<l to the cxteut nf £I. 12. !) per ton and it ean hardly be 

eouteut!etl tha t £]. 12. !l p er ton i ~ a. trifl ing bounty to the Japanese refiner. 

If .Tnpa u impo~es a lluty upon raw Hngars, she l1 a:; the righ t to impo~e 

~~ ~imilar cxei:;e upon her refined product=-, which excise will he :ttltlcd to 

itn]JOrtc•l retincd s ngar in the ~lmpe of :w additional duty. It i:; c!ptally in 

the power ol' .Tapan tu rctum thi:; (•x•·i~c in the shape of a houut.v to their 

rctiuer~, mHl lhougb Het· .Majc:;ty '~ Uovermnent may r('gard an additional 

l)()unty given to J apaue~c home rctiuc,l produce, equal the exei~e lcYy, a :; uot 

warrauting- the additional extra duty upou imported refined. 

lt i:; mos t probable, howe,·er, the .Japaue,.;e will keep within their strict 

right~, and levy uo duty upon raw ougar, to which no t·e;LsoJtablc objection 

can he made, as the treaty is silent upon the point of dutie:; upon raws. 

The .Ja.panc~e Go1·cmmcnt thus have a eonntervailing duty or bounty ready 

to hu.uu of £1. 12. 9 11cr tuu, which ~~ sufficient to :;top foreign imports 

...... 
~~b------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------~------~ 
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without lmdttg rcl:our.,;e to ~peeittl leg-islation cit.lter Ly cxci~8, houuties, or 

othcrwi~e. That ,Japan can impose dude~ np:)n r:tw sugars ami remove 

them at will ha.s bc<.:u dcmom;tratetl recently J,y their action with cotton ant! 

cotton _v:nns. 

Uwler the old treaty the tluty on refine:! sttsar olf<Jre l less probabilities 

of the Japaue~e Govcmment taking the a ction here snggeste.I. For the 

duty on refined was but :!4 c.:cnts pe r picul, against the a.Htieipttteti 90 cents, 

while mws pai1l 13 cents per pienl. Ami it' tlLC ,Japauc~c Govcmmcnt lmtl 

wished to bounty their home itHlustry, it wonltl luwe been at a much 

greater cost to them than will be neccs,;ary nwlcr the new treaty. 

\Vhntevcr view may he tnkcu of the position it ts quite plain that 

Her Britannic :Majesty's Go,·crument h:tve concctle•l to Jnpan a preferential 

levy upon imported refined sugan; of, ~ay, £1. 1:!. 9 per t;m, which must 

prove a most serious biow to the inun~tries of thi~ Colouy . 

I am direded to request that a ('opy of thi~ letter m:ty LJ,~ sent to 

Her Maje~ty":; Secretary of ~t:tte for 1 he Colonic:;.- I have, &c., 

F. llE~DEW:iO~, Secretary. 

Honourable J. II. ST JI,W ,\In' LocJU!.I 1.-r, Colonird Sccrctar!J. 

E 
Ordinance No. 16 of 1873: An Ordinance to provide 

for the Registration of Trade Marks. 

IIoxGJ\o~u, 2:lnl Apri l, l tl9.j. 

DF..\1~ Sw,-Wc han• t·eeent.ly, a . .; agent~, had to Lring Lefo re ITis 

Excellctu•y the Governor in Council a }Jetitiou ( we he lieYc t he first undct· 

the Onlinanee), under Or,linallt:c Xo. 16 of 18i:J, fo r the eancellntion of the 

rcgi:;trn lion of a tmdc mark, nntl om experience in t:Oilllt:Ct ion thercw ith 

lenus u~ to tllit1k that ~omc impro,·emcut might Le iutroLluce1l iuto t he Onli

mtnce in (pJCstiou as alfectiug the lltCt hoLl prc~cribed for the registration of 

trade m:uk~. 

\Ve therefore Leg to lay the mat ter before your Committee, and to invite 

their us;; i~ tancc w ith the ··object of bringing thi:; aho11t. 

I 

I 
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In tho ()t·,linanen in IJII ('~tion, it i~ pro1·ided llitdPr ~rctio11~ 2, 3, ·I n 111I ;), 

that-

"(:.!) Auy pcrsou clnimiug thr rig-ht to the cxclusi1·c u~c of any 

"trade mark, either ~old~· m· joiutl;v with other,., may apply 

"to the t>o1·ernor for lean~ to re>gi~tl'r tlw ~11111(' in the 

'' Bcgi,ter of Trade :l\[nrl" ... 

" ( :l) Such application mrr,1;, rrt the O!llion (!t' tlw appliraul, be 

.. rif!ter marlr dirrct to the r:orernor, m· frrtnsmitterl to tlte 

'' Got·r•rum· t ltrmrgh lfrr Jft(jesf!J's J>rhu:ipal Scrrelr1ry of 

'• St,Jie Jin· the Colonirs, and must he aeeomp:mictl hy afar 

"simile or !'peeinwn o( the 'Tr:ttlc :l\Iark' sought to be 

'' n:gi~tert<d, 1·rriJied hv nffidnvit; and e1·er,v such affidavit 

'· :'h:tll ~et forth the dl'seription and nature of the good~ 

"upotJ whi,·h ~~~~·h n·,nle mark h:t:i hitlwrto J,een, or is 

"iuteuded to he UR('d, :wd that the deponent is to the best 

"of hi~ hclid entitlPd ~olelv or jointly with other per~onR 

"thcn·in named to the exelnsive n!'e of "uch tmde mark." 

" ( 4 ) Ppon eompli~tnce with the formali ties herein before prescribed, 

"it shall be lawful for the Governr,r, if he shall in his dis

' ' tTet ion think fit, to grant the appl ication antl to order the 

'' regi~tration of the saitl trade mnrk iu the Colonial See~·c

" tary's Oflice, aut! the filing therein of all nffitlavits tmns

" mitted therewith iu manner aforesaid.'' 

" (.'5) 1\ otinc of the regi ~tmt ion of a trade mark under this Ordi

" uauee ~<lmll he puhlishctl in the G'azclte, nn<l the register 

" of trade marks ~hall J,e open to public inspection, at nil 

" reasonalde time~, on paymeut of ~uch fee as may be fixed." 

From thi s it w ill bo 5ee11 tbnt any perso11 has only to lay clnim to the • 

exclu;;ive nse of any trade mark n11d to state same formally as required by 

the Ordinance in ord er to ha1'e the mark dt~ly regi~tered, (subject, of coll!·se, 

to the discretion gi,·eu by the OnlinatH'e to ll is .ExePllcney the Governor), 

and if th e tratlc mark so t•laimPtl ami rPgis terctl f' honld pro1·e to be an 

infringement of a trade mark belonging to some otw cl~e ttllll already duly 

registeretl, a cancellation of the regis tration of same can only be obtained 

after the lapse of some time and at con~id<>rahl<> c~pen~c for legal advice, 

NC'., :llld thm ltaJ·1bhip is wrongh t. 
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We wonlJ point out that in om opinioti the Onl nauee is defecti,·c inn~

mnch as it doe~< uot prodde for notice ueing gi \'On the public of :tpplieations 

hadn~r uceu !Otlgeu for the registration of trade umrks, but oul.v for the 

uotioe of the regi~tmtiou having been :l.t'tnally ~rrant<Jd, and the proprietor;; of 

regiRtered t rade m:trb, which may he infrin~e·l hy tho~c sought. to !Je regi~-

1orcd. ha Ye tllltR no opport11nity of oppo~iug appliration~ for the rC;,{i"tmtiou, 

hut <'atl only obtain retires~ through the more eo~<tly proecss of lodging a 

petition for the cancellation of reg-ist ration of' stwl1 mark;< as tlte.Y may eon

shlcr infringements of th<'ir own. 

\Vc would therefore f:.ug:gest it woul<l he tl e"imhle to h::t\' l' n provt~wn 

made for the dnc notice to the public of any applications lodged for registl'll

tion of tm<le mark~, and the allowance unde r ~mnc of ample time for tho~o · 

concerned to Pxamino into the applil'fitiou an<l if ncce"~m·:· to lodge objection~ 

thereto. 

We under~tand the practice of the Trade }larks Hegi~tration Office nt 

home to be that on nn npplicat.ion hcing loclgcd for the registration of a tr:ulo 

mark, the trnde mark is carefully compare'.! hy experts with all such a.lrcn<l." 

on the regi~ter for the purpose of :tscortaining whether it, i~ likely to be ' Lil 

infringement of any, an<! should it he conshlcrc<l n~ in auy way rosemhlin~ 

:my trade marks already on the Hegistcr, a refprencc i~ lll!Hlc to the proprie

tors of such mark~, and they are given the opportunity of lodgiug their 

objections, and nft<>r he:tring same the Hegi~tmr makes his deci~ion. 

\Ye would point. out tbaL there nppenrs to lJo uo expert staff proYidcd 

hy the GoY<>rnmcut h ere for such cxmninnt ion of trn<le marks s ubmitted for 

reg istrntion, nuu, in our opinion, In li eu of this, the suggest ion we make 

wouhl, to some extent, proyi,]e pmte<'tion for the proprietor~ of trn•ie marks 

alreml.'· reg-i~tPrr<!.-\Vo aro. &<·., 

FT:r.r.ERTO:-.- ll EN JJl.:I: ~Il:-i, li5q .• 

::Secrefm'fl, CrLUtnER t )J.' C(nDII·:nn:. 

Ordinance 1\"o. J(j of 18i.'J: An Orrliumu:e to prm,lrle.fill' thr 

N'ffl.~lration r!f Tradr· Jfrtrlts . 

IIo:-; r;Knxt; Gl::\EHAJ. CuA~tta:I~ or CmnrEncR, 

liO:\Gl.:OXG, 20rh ~lay, 189ii. 

Sn:,-Thc Committrr ltrg to hrinl-!· to tiH' not.irr o t' lhe Uo,·ernmcnt tlu~t 

[ 1!) J 

E 
:Messrs. G JHB, L IVINGt;'rox & Co. ha \' C P~'llled the attention of the Chnm ber 

to an omis~ion which they consider entnils a httr<l~hip 011 those who ha,·c 

oeeasion to avail themselves of the prnt.cct.ion which the auoYc Ordinance 

was cwtetcd to afford, ~tating-

Thnt without in any way making th<> appli<'ntion pnhlit~ anyoue is at 

liberty to apply for the excln;;ivc right to any tra.IP mark~ on e.onfnnni ng 

t.o the requirement~ of the Ordiuaiwe. 

That the fact of such nppliention hnving been nw,lc is noti fi e(l in lhe 

Gorernment Gazrfte ollly aj~er the regi~tmtion of the ~Tnrk hns alrPady heen 

grnnte<l, wit.h the re~ult thnt shonltl it pro,·e to he an infrin~remcnt tho 

owner can only get the rPgistration l'ttneelled nfwr, probably, very cousi<lcr

able delay and expense. 

That 10 England marks tendered for registmtion arc snhject to a 

severe scrntiny at the hands of a. largo staff of exports mul compnre<l with 

those already rcgisteretl, an..! if any resembln,nce is supposcu to exist. hct"·eeu 

the mark tondcrc~l and any other already registcro.l the owner of thnt mark 

is communicate<! with ant! gh•en the oppnrtunit.\' of objceting to th~ regiR

tmtion. 

As the reqniremoutR nf the Colony in the matter of registration are not 

such as justify the mrtint.aining of n special staff for the investigation of 

trl\de mark><, Me~srs. GJBn, LIVIXGS'I'0:-1' & Co. think a clause miO'ht ad van-
o 

tngeously he introllnct:<l into t he 01'1linance making it compnlsory that nil 

:tpplic:~tions for regi><trat.ion should he m:ttlc public at the date of application 

aml eontinne to be made puhlie, at intcrvalR, by notification in th e (iot·('l'n

mr-:nt G((.::ette, or otlterwise, until the date of registration.· 

Tlw~c gentlemen further suggest that it seems desirable t ha t 11 period 

uf tbn·c months ~honld he allowed to elapse before gmnting rcgi;;;trntion to 

a•lmit of time ro t·otntunnicat.e with, and receive n reply from the Tmde 

}[ark Bra1;ch of the Patent Otlice, London. M cssr;;. Gms, LIVINGSTOX & Co.'>:< 

~ngl!cstionR appe:w cnlcul:tted, if adopte(l, to add t.o tlw usefulness 0 [' the 

Ordinan ce now referre<l to, nnd the Committ1~e ha1·c much plensnre iu ~ub

mittin~ them to IJi:< Excellenoy the Go,·c•rn'"lr for bis fa>onmhlc cousi,lera

tion. - I han·, &••., 

F . HENDERSOX, Secreta1·y. 
Tlw ITononrahle .T. H. STF.WART LocKRAftT, 

Colonirrl Ser1·rtm:1f. 
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.\'o. 17 J.') . Ctn.n~ur. SECRETAltr's OFFICE, 

TT 0:\GKOSG, 22nJ l\l:ly, 18%. 

Stt:,- h n ·pl,l' to yonr IP1 tcroftil e 20th i11~ tllnt,lnmdirectctl toHatefor 

the info rmation of the l 'mnmittce of the Chamber of Cumwcrct· t.hat the 

~ng·gl'~tctl atltlition to Ord inance i\o. lG of 1R7:J will rec·ehe tine rou~itlerat.ion. 

1 t i ~ not quite r.l<'lll' from ~·om· le tte r whcthor the refc rc11Ce to the Trade 

\lal'k BI'Htl<'h ol' til e Pntr~nt Otti('(•, Lmulc,n, i~ to he made h,v tlw (.jow•m

mr.~nt or lt\· thP npplicant~ in eaeh t·;u;t•, and whcther ~nch n:\fcreuc•c is to he 

lll:I.I!P o!.lig:ator,\' or ntH. I ~hall he ohligt·tl if yon will lw good e nough to 

fnru i~h tir·finite infnnnntion 011 the~c pnint~.-· - 1 have, &c., 

,J. I I. sTEW A HT LOC'KH A HT, Colonifll .'t'rrrrtrtr,l;. 

I I oxr.Kn:-:G (:;; EXERAT. C'nA~IB:·:n oF Co,nrv.ncE, 

Ho:-:t:TW:\t;, :! ,)th :\lay, 1R9;i, 

Srn,- 1 li:t\' P tht· ilo11nn r to rwk~t~Hrletlge the rccl'ipt of your c:<leCHIC4l 

Pnmmtllti t·:.tion of :!211<1 in~t;~Ht, :nttl o n l>chalf of the Committee hcg to 

th:wk \·ou for till' Jli'Otni~;;tl t·on~i · l cmtinll to tiH!ir ~uggestions in regard to 

( )nli n;~ H4!t' 'i\o. j() n t: l~i :l for tln• r<'gi~tr:t. tioll of tmtle mark~. 
I mtwh n•,gr!'t to notice t hat tin· n •ft ·rctH'C to POIIlll11lllicnting with 

Tratl•• ~I:nk Brmwh of tlw Patent. Olfit·l·, Lo11tlon , gan1 ri~c to :;ome tlouht 

a.~ to tlw exn.1't mcani11g it wa~ intellllc•l to 4'0Hvey. 

":\Ian.1· o f' th e ti rm ~ h ere onl.1· aet in tlw e:qnwity of agent ~ I'M the 

0\\' lll'r!' or mark,: rrgi:>f l·l't'il in Eng l:uul, HI HI Ill '"~ggest ing that bet wePn the 

tla.tt· of a pp lieatio11 for, and g ran t ing- of regi ~tl'ati on an inten·al of thrre 

moutb mig h t he allowPtl to elap:.:e , thP l 'nmmit tPc oul y hall in \'IP W gidng 

the :tgl'nl :.: h corP t ime to c·omm11nieate w ith awl re t~cil·e a reply from the 

prilw ipnl:.: at hn nw , who ,·onltl, i"f they ~o t!P.~ irt>d, refer to the l'att>n t Oflil!l', 

Lnndon: hu t it IY :t ~ 11of intcutiCtl that :.:1wh reft~n·n ce :.:houltl loc ohlig atory, 

nor was it· ti1 P intr·Hti()n of tlw Committer~ to \' lllltlll'e the. :<ug g-e:.: tion that tlw 

(~o \·PrHmPtt t ~honltl on <'O <'h nppqeat ion for rt~gi:.:tration put it ~etr in <'Oill· 

mnnit•atio n with the ahr" l' offh•e.--1 han•. &c., 

F. IIE~DEHSOi\, .f:>t•,·rt'la7',11· 

ThE" l-If'IHmm h ll' .r. ll. STEWATtT l.oc KnART, 

Colouiof ,.._·,.,.,.,.l(fr,y. 

. 
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Quarantine Reg·ulations. 

,J.u•.\;o<I>E ('o:o;H; I .. \T E, 

IIoxt; KONt:, 17th April, I ;-; ~l.i. 

~~ u,- Heg;ar•liHg ~·our le tr e.r :i\o. ';'(),) of the Jrith hh ta :1t, 1 1"'"' to 

further ;;ta tc that quarantine at i\aga~aki i~ iutcndctl onlv f:.r Ye:.:st·b arri~iuo· . . . _., ~ 

from Liaotung Peuiusnla in t•c rtuill 1lbtrict~ of ll'hich t·holer,1 i ~ c p itlemie .-1. 

!tan·, &c., 

T . • T. :'\AIL\.!; A W .\, 1/. I . J. .1/. Co~twl. 

The llonou rahle l'(>J.0:\1.\J. :-;EnmT.\Hl', 

\.~·t·., 

.Yo. fJ.'!-1. CuLoli tAL SEt' r:ET .\ ny',.: OFFJ< ' I•:, 

IIO:\GIWX<:, :Wth April, I ~~).), 

Sm,-1 am tlireeted to :'tale !'or tl · (' IC Ill Ol'lll:ltion of the ('Jtitlllhl'l' pf 

Cum1nercc that a Proelnmatio11 11 ·.1~.· IJ"CII · 1 1 ·~ , l:iSIICI tn-1 :t\· IJy th(• Co\·ernor 111 

l'ouucilnnder seetion 1 of Onlinauce Ko. ;j <) f I~!•.i ]ll'oh i.hiti 11 .r tJ11 • imuli "r:t.-
. r er· ,... " 

IIOII o · 11110:;c from tl1c port of Sw:1tow from tlt b date until fu r ther notie<· . 

-1 han•, &c., 

.1. H. STEWART LOCKIIAI{T, Coloniol Se1 ~rr•lftr!J. 

'l'hr s('('/'('/({1',1/, CII .D!IIEil ()[' Cn)DJ ~: nc r.:, 

.J·t:., .J'c., .)-1'. 

( Cop!J 11/' teh~{/l'f/111 receircd.fl·om the f.'ol 'l'nw1· ,~( tllf' 

Stmits .Scttfelllcnt,,·. ) 
!lth ":\l a.\·, I t->9.). 

Clti11 e~e immigra tion lH'ohiuited Vl' "c cl~ .. le ,'t \' 1.11!! I JI' 1 · .. lone 111>3' a t :\Iae:to, 

~watuw~ llaiuan aft er lOth May . -

ll nx<:r' o:-;" · 

Ko. 93. 

( Secretar!l t!f' ·' 'trtte in Gote.rnor, llouulwnu. ) 

~':;~n,~- 1 ha 1·c the honour to ack:wwle\l)!c the recei pt of ,H HII' de~pateh 

.i\u. dj of the 12t.h ultimo fonr anliug enpie;; of corre~puudeiH'e relatin! ·to the 

qnnt·antinc regulations wade lov the Strait,; Settlements l~uvcrumeu t ,\ urin"' 

the prevalence of the lmhoni•; "hwue 111 Ilo1w ko1w 
0 

t e e t:. ' 
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It appP:trs that 011 the 7th of September la~t a telegram wa~ :;eut lo 

Singapore from ll ongkong 1<tutiug that. ,.(cnu bill,.:· of healt.h were being i:;~ued, 

hnr that lhe tiny:; later rhnn tlmt date a further case of the plague occurred. 

I think therefore that the ::;trait:; Settlement:< Go,·ernmeut were amply 

jn:;tifietl in delaying the removal of their qnnmntiue restrictious nntil they had 

dear inl'ormation tlmt the di~ea:;e had eea~ot! to ex i:.:t in Hougkoug.--T have, 

&c., 

KDIBEHLEY. 

Got•cnwr ~ir W. HoBtXi'lON, K.C.M.G., 

S'c., L~·c., .J•c. 

.1.\'o. 1174. CoLoNIAl. .SECUETARY
1
S o~'F!CE, 

HONGKOXG, 30th May, l89i). 

~m,-1 tun direetetl to Htntc for the iufonuatiou of the Chamber of 

Commerce th:tt the following tele?:ntlll ha:-; hccu reeeiYetl fromller 1Iujcsty':> 

)fiui:;t.er nt Baugkok :-

" novcrnor, 

" Hongkoug. 

'· lu:<pcctiort cufmcetl at Pnku:un on anintl8 from l-longkoug autl China 

"port:;. 

" HuxsEx." 

I have, &c., 

,J. H. ~TEWART LOCKIIAln', Colonial Secretary. 

1'/w Sccrdrtry, CH.U!IIEH OI•' co~mEttcE. 

TELEGl{A~I. 

"BA:-itiKOK , -ith Juuc, 1895. 

"Governor, Huugkoug. 

" Medical in:;peetion will not be imposed on .lircct arri,·a!s from 

"Hongkong· witboHt touching infec ted port. 

h BtTfitil~:.; ." 
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J.\o. l.J:!V. l'(JLO\'JAI. ~El'HET.\It\''1' t lFFICE, 

llo:xnKo:>•;, !ith .Jul.1·, lH!l.:i . 

Sw,-1 am directed to :;tate, for tl1 e informatiott of the Chamhcr of 

Conunerce, that lhi~ Govcrnmout h:t~ rccei1·e•l iuformation that the qtwmnt.iue 

re~tl'ictions rceently itnpo;;ctl at Saigon against ,·cs,;ol,; arriving from 

Hong k'llll-f hn1·e tww IJt~cu nJmov,••!.-1 hnve, &r., 

.J. JI. STJ~WAHT LOCKITAHT. Colonird s ·ccrdrrry. 

Tlte Serrctm·.1J. CnA~lllEH oF Co~nJF. HCE, 

~·c., ~·c., 

.Yo. 4.56J,fJ.5. Cor.O:XJAL SECHET.uu't; 0Fncrc, 

Sixt:Al'oRE, 6th ,J uly, 1895 . 
Sm,- - \Yith rdercu,·e to the G o1·ernor's telc-grnm of the 9th May, 

informing H is Exeellc ncy the Goven1or of Hong- kong, that C h ine,;e imllligm

tion hy vc;;sel::; leaving or t<;LH:hiug at 1Hacao, Swntow or llainan after lOth 

~lay h:ul lJcen prohihitetl ' '·' proelan:ation at thi~ port, I am tlireetetl hy the 

Officer Administering the (:cn·nlnlellt to i11fonn .Y on tl1at the proelamntiull 

rcferreJ to was withtlraw11 n;; r<•g a n],; ~wntow 011 :Wtl1 ,June and a:< regards 

llainau por!;; Oil :?7th .ru11c. Fnrthl'r infortn;ttion ~-< awaite<l from J\lf-aeao 

before withllmwing the prodamatiot1 as n •ganlH tln1t port al~o.-1 ha,·c, &c., 

A. l'. T.\.LBOT, ActhtfJ Culoniul .\t·crrtary, 

:-,·tmits s~ttlemenls. 

The HonouraLlc Til E CoJ.O~IAL SEcttJ-.r.un·, 

li o:xn Ko~u. 

CoLO~I.\L ~~:CH E'L\HY·s OFFICE, 

SJXk\l'OHE, t4t!J ,J uly, 1895. 

1-\w,-ln eontiuttatioll of my k t ter of t he 6th i11 :;t;wt, :Xo . .,1;)619.;, I 

am d.irceted by tl1 c Otlicnr Admini s fPI'ing the Gon•n11 neut to inform you 

that the proclamation of 8rh :\lay, tlwreiu referred to. prohihiting Chinese 

immigration iuto thi :; port l>y ,. <·s~el ~ leaving oi' touching nt ) [ nr:w, Swalow 

or Hainan, ha>< now been cutirely withdnt\1' 11 .- I ha,·e, &c., 

A. 1'. TALBUT, ..:lr·tin.IJ Colouial Sccrtla1'!J, 

Straits .Settlt•ntents. 

The llonouraLlc Tm-: ('oLO'\ 1 :H. :o:;r-:cHETA ltY, 

HvXGlHJ;'ih . 

.... 
~~~----------------------------------------------~--- ---------------------~---------------------------
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XOT1Fll'.-\.TlU~. 

With reference tu the [{cgnlutioumade lly ller Britannit· ~laje:sty's Charge 

,]'Affaire,; itt ,Japan ou the 20th •lay of .JIIm', ~~~H, to ~ecure the observance 

by British :::luhjeet:; of tlte Hegulnticu . .; for the htsp(•etiou of Ve~sels arriving

from localities itifeete•l with Cltoli.lm, i~:;ne•l hy the Imperial Japanesl' 

Government on the Twenty-third da~· of .June, lH82, and ~nbset[nently 

ameutletl lly Imperial Decree: 
The Undcr,;iguctl Ilcr Bt·it:ull.ie :Vlajl',< ty '~ Euvoy Extraot'llinar.v tUHl 

Minister Plenipotentiary in ,Jilpan, herel•y make:; kuown for the infonnatio11 

of Briti~h Subject~ re,; ident iu or.resortiug t l• .T:qmn, that IH.' ha~ recd1·ctl :1 

note from lli~ Ex.cellent·y the ,Japatw,;e i\1it~istet · for Foreign All'a irs ~tati11g 
tlmt the saitl R cgnlatiou:-; for tlte In~pcetioll of Vc~~el,; will utJI\' he put iu 

force at the Port,.; of Yokohama, l{(,hc, ?\agnsaki, Kuchinot;;u, :-ibimonoscki 

and 1Ioji, itt the case of all \'(~s~el~ arriving diredly, or othcnd,;e, from Port~ 
in Formo::;a atJtl C01·ca, Lcing localities iufeelctl with Cholem .. 

The saitl Inspectio11 will take pl:H:e :-

For ,·es~eJ,.: procemliug to the l'ort of K!Jhc at \V:ula Poiut ; 

For ve,;~els pro•~eediu~ to the l'ort of Yokohmua at 1\'"aganm; awl 

For vessels prot·cetliug to the Port of 1loji or Ujiua at ~himouoseki. 
When it ts necc~::;ary 10 enforce tlisinfectiou in the ea"c of ,·e,.;~cb hontl\l 

fur the Port ol' Kttclriuotsn in ~agasaki l'rdcdnre, or for (tuy otlwr special 

Port of export, they shall proccetl to the ncan .. ;t tli,;iufcctiug ~tation. 
EH?\EST i-JATOW. 

Il.U.l\1. Legation , 

.Jnly 3ht. Hl9.i. 

( Tclegramji·om Iffl' lJrilannic Jlnj('sty's Jlinistcr at 1'ul1io, .ft~prtn. ) 
" lit lt Deeemher, l!:l9.:i. 

"Goveruor, Hongkoug·. 

'' )fetlical iu~pectiou of ~hips l'L·:t~e,; frmn to-tlay. 

•· Sxrow.'' 

llt>:-iUKONt< GExEJ:AL CtLUll\Ett UF l'o~DIEltCC1 
ll•.>:\t; KU\0, 29th Feuruar;·, 1896. 

~m,-ln Yie\\' of the fact that the Gu,·erumcut of the StmiL::; Settle· 

tucnt:o ha" impo>'Cll quarantine on all re":;eh; arriving at ~illg:t),'lore from thi~ 

--- ...... 
. 
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l'orl, my Comnlittt·e C'lli'Jit'~tl.'· hopt> tlmt lli~ Ex•·ellt'tlt'V rite Gon•t·n 11r will 

wire to :->iuga.pore urging t.hat tho~~ :;t.•auwt·s not can·ying Chinost• pn~~nn

ger~ ~honltl bP t'XClllpt from qnarantiuc.-1 han'. &t>., 

U. l'lL\.TTET:TOX \YJLCOX, Sec~rrta·r!l· 
Ilt)ltt>llr:ll•le ,f. IT. STE\1'.\I:T Loci\ I! A rn, Colonial Sccrelrrn;. 

Cor.osuJ. SEn:ET.u~r·s OFFICE, 

llos•;KO:->i;, ·lth ~larch, Hl9G. 

Sm,-With rdt't'CII('e to your letter of 29th nltilllo, J mu tlit·edetl to 

transmit for the informatiou of rh<> Committee of tl•e C'ltamuer of Commel'!:e 

t ho enclo~etl 1'opie5 of' a trlegmm despatdte<l ou rlw intl inst.aut to the Colo

uial S(·<~rctar,,·, Stmits Scttlf~lltents, a11tl his i·cply tbcreto.-I have, &<>., 

,J. If. STEWAlU' LOC'I\IL\I~T. Colonial S'rrrf'tnry. 

Tlu• Serrr•lrtry, C'n.DIBEJ: OF Co~nn: t:t:r: . 

To Cnr.oNLAL SECRE'I'An\·, STIUJTS Sr.TTLIO!F:XT"· 

( 'hnmhcr applies for exemption from <inarantine ,-<):;sets withtHtl Cltino~1~ 

tnt~ ~eugnr,;. Plnas" tdt'gra.ph what t•XP.IIl pi ions nll<l\\'P•l. 

2nd Mareh. 

From Cm.oxur. SECitET.\l~Y, STI:AIT~ !:'\E't'TLTDIEX't s . 

Excmtjllion~ nt tli !-Wl'Ciiou of !I ltl o'"' I I en 1 J•neer ' C[Wih .-;nt on o..;timat.otl ri!lk 

to pnhlit~ hc:dtk 

·lt h :\fnr<>h. 

G 
Opening of the West River. 

IIoxnKO:\G GEXERAT. Cn . .nnn:r: OF Co~BtEI~CK, 

I r 0:\GKO:-<G, J tirh ~\'[ay, 188.). 

Sm,-As there seem.~ to exi ,;t some tlonbt n>< to whether prorision has 

heen made in tbe treat.y J'eportctl to ha,·e heen ratiliP< I bct\\'een China nnd 

Japan for the opening· up of tlw \Ve;;t Hi\' N to fordgu nt\\'igntion, the 
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Committee ventu re to suggest that H is Excellen<'y the GoYernor w ill loe · 

pleased to telegraph to H er ~fajcsty'H :Minis ter at P eking wi th the view of 

asc:crtai ning if a conces~ion of ~o much im portil.tlce has been the suhje<'t of 

<liplomatic nrrau~ement between the t'YO cont racting Powers. 

Thi::; Chamoer has for many ' 'cars endcav<Hu'e<l to nrge upon Her 

1lnjcs ty'~ ::\I in i;;ters the desirability of strongly i:nprcs~ i ng upon the Chine~e 

GnYcl'tlmen t the hcueHb to trade that wonlLl ueee~sari ly follow the opening' 

of the \rc~t Hil·et·-benefit;; in which C hiua wonlcl herself purtieipnte l·qnally 

w ith other uation~. 

The last ocen~inn in which fhe C hamber haLl the honour of bringi ng 

t,he question to the no t ice of H er rtiajcsty'~ 1'linistct·, wa.:; in a letter ml <lrellsocl 

to Lord RrPOX under date of 31st ,Jnly, 1893, ancl as His Excellency was 

then goOll enough to express his williugnes:; to sol icit the goo(l offices of hi,; 

Lordship in regar<l to the representatiollii o f the Chamber, the C ommittee fee l 

somewhnt confi(lent that they may ,;till :tssm·e tlte mseh·es of his valuable 

a<ll'ocae:· · The Commit tee consider the pre~ent a ,·et·y opportune time to 

agitate afresh the opening np of s uch a n imp:)rtnnt commcrc: ial highway, and 

t hey beg to ;;nggest that Ili,; Excelleuey will s trongly lll'ge npon i\Ir. O'CosoR 

the necessity of pre~:;ing for the opening of ports, more par ticu larly W u-chow, 

a large tra<l ing centre on the junction of the Fn Ho ant! \Ve~t Wver~ . O ther 

port~ such as .l'ian-ning Fu, some 300 mile~ fanhcr up the riYcr, w ill no donht 

he inclwlc<l, but the Committ.ee an· strongly iucl inetl b emphasiz ::J the 

importance of \Vn-chow, up lo whieh point the l'in:r is reported to pre~enl no 

d ifficu lties to n:wigation. 

Mr. O'Coxon has al read y marke: l h i ~ uppro\'al of the propo~td , wh en 

writ ing to th <• Chai rm:m of thP Cha.mhcr 011 5 th :-i1·p!umiJ1'r, 189:3, i11 rofcrencc 

tn th<: \\"es t H ivcr, he s tated-"! hcg lo :ts~ure you tlta t if it ~lwu ld he i11 

my power to l.'onvanl at att y time a p ropo5al :w crn incut ly iu the int.cre"t:; of. 

the development. of Brit ish tmcle. I shal l spare no pa.ius ro ,[o so." I n 

fulfilment of this promi~e :Mr. O'Co~on will no clouht l,c f unnel willing to 

support the Pontention o t: t lw Chamber when the commercial supple ment to 

the tt·<·nt.'· c·omcs to he arran~<'<I.--I hn vc•, &c·., 

F. IIENVEHSON, S ecrdary. 

Tile Jl onourable .r. IL STEWA rn L uC KJJA HT, 

Col 011 ia I ,-.,'f'<Tf'ta ~'.'!· 

..... 

Kv. 1120. 
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Cor.o:slAr. SECRETAitY' .s OFFicE, 

liO!'i'GKOXG, 22n<l :May, 1895. 

Sm,- In reply to yonr letter of the 16th in~tnnt, I illn directed to ~tate 

for the information of the Committee of th e Ch:unber of Commerce t hat, in 

ans wet· to inquiries made, a te leg ram has bceu received from Iler Bl'itann ic 

}fnjc:;ty's :Minister at Peking to the effort that the danso contained in the 

ol'iginal treaty for the opening np of tlw West Hil-cr was not inehuled 

in the Trcat_v as finally ratified hy the c:ontraeting pm·tics.-I h:1ve, &\:., 

,J. II. STEW ART LOCKIL\ RT, Colo~tial Srrrf'tmy. 

1'hP Serretary, CnA~fBEH OF Co~nmncE. 

Jfo:mKOSf: ( {BN EnAL CILUtBEH Ot> co~DIEHCF, 

Hoxc;Kosc;, 29th May, 1895. 

Sw,-I am clit'C<'ted ro aeknowlctlge t he receipt of yonr e.~ t !.'cmctl fa vour 

of 22wl instant ancl to a~k yon to he gootl enough to convey to Hi~ Excellency 

the (~<ll'ernor the he;;t thauks of the Commi ttee for hi.~ eou1tesy in Ho prompt

ly obtuinin~ fmm Her Majesty's Minii!ter at Peking the information askecl 

for i11 t.he C'h:unhcr',_ letter of 16th inMant as to wbetlH'l' in the t reaty recen t

ly e nteretl into betwt•eu China ancl .Japau provisin•t ha t! l1cen made for OJIP.U

ing up tltr Tfl>st River toforei[Jll tml/e. 

The Committee wet·c naturally some what :<nrpriseLl and di~appointeu t o 

learn that n. clause jli'OYidiug fo r tlie opeuing nf the ri1·er in troduced into th o 

origiun.l draft hat! been om it ted 111 the trenty subserpwntly ratifietl, and it 

seem:; mt.hcr difficult of ex planatiou why lt q uestion of aclmi tted importanee, 

and so ma terially affecting the tratle of S o uthern China, w hich ha<l been the 

,;uhjec·t o f tlelihemtion while negotia tions Wl~re pciHl ing, :<honltl have hel'n 

aha ncloue<l at a Inter s tage of the proeeedings. 

llis Exed loney :\Ir. O'CuxoR, who has evincctl vet} cou:<idemb le in tcre:< t. 

in the openiu~ of the \Vest lU ver as n mea;;nre eminently cnlculate,l to proWJ 

bencfidnl to tmtll>, will, nu t!oubt, whe u the Comrncreial Supplement comes 

to be armngecl, l,c found willing to do all in hiii power to ohtain a re- introtlnc

tion into the t reaty of tltc rej ected clansc.-I have, &c., 

F. IIENDERSO~. Secret rtry. 

lhe Honourable ,J. H. Sn: WART L oCK !TAUT, 

f'olopial SPf'l'f'lary. 
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Ilo:-~ e; Ko:-. c; l~I::\1-:J: .\L C'IIA~tnF.H ())<' CO,DIF.TICtc, 

UoNGI\0:'\c;, 2Hth :\fay, 1R9<i. 

Hrn,-Tlw Chamber has ag:tiu had oc·casiou tn tre~pass ou your kiudnoss 

· k' 11• ''elclcl ofl1'nn~ r'r·tmovitw the Foreicrn Office to con;,icler anew the 1 n as ·mg yo\ ., " ··· .., , ,., 
question of opening up the \\'est Hi,·cr to foreign tracle. 

On lcarniug from the· (;o,·crnment hen• tlmt in the rceetul.'· rn.t ified trea ty 

bc·t wc~c·n China ami .Jnpan uo pro,·isiou haJ hr>Pn macle for opening the ahove 

riH'I', the Conrmitrec took the liherty nf at o1we cle~pn t.ching· Hl ;on a telegram , 

f 1 · 1 I IICJW beer to e1wloHe c~tllitw vonr att,ent iou to the ombsiou, copy o w 11e 1 . ..., · • , "' • 

aucl n8king yonr as~i:;ta1wn in bringiug it heforc the Foreign Otlif'e. 

The ('onunittee were natnrall_r :<urprisecl ami cli;:;appointecl to .liucl that a 

elnu~e providi ng for the opening 

tlmft ha.cl heen omittccl from the 

of the rh ·er introelncecl into the original 

treat Y ;<nhse<Jllentl y r~tifiecl , ami :~re at :~ . . 
In",; to IIIHlerstaml why a quesliou of a•lmittccl imtiort.ane<' a mi :<o materiall.r 

affet:tiug- the traclc! of Southern China, which had ],ec•ll the suhject of 

diseusRion whi le 1wgotiatious were Jli'll<iing, sl! ottltl, at a later s tage of tlw 

p 1·oec~ c ' liug-~, h:wo hePn elc·liberatnly :thtwcloncd . 

The Com mittee ha" a:~ain ealled the attention of IIc~r :\IHjcMy\; :Mi11i ~tcr 

at. l'd:ill g' to the ~uhjc.,d, anti a~ lw ha~ alr<'ady •·rineccl his interest in the 

· f' tl c• \\' c ·t Hi,·cr •rs ·1 m"a~nt·e eminent!\• ealeula.tecl to clcwelop opon tn~ o ·I . · ·" • · • v • • 

Bri t.ish tm:lt', lH'\ wi ll 11,, clonbt., wltc'll the eommerei:tl ~npplenwnt f'omes to be 

arrang-e.! , lJ'! f 0 1111ei \\·illi 11g to do a ll in his JHlii'PI' to obtain the re-iutrocl nction 

into the• trea t.'· ot' tlw mje~ tetl d:w sc•. 

It i,; hopt>.l lhal , :ol. ,·our sngg-eMioll, the Foreign Office mn_v ;;cc fit to 

· ·t . 1 ' [ . {.l."•l"clt' ,,·hen t.hc :<I!Jllllenwntar.r arrangements are in conr~P 
llb ·I IIC . ·' I. \.. ·' •· 

of sPttlcuH' llt, to a!'l 111 ae•·onlnlu~e wit.h lhe repeatecl recommendation of 

von r· A~,; 11eia t io n and th i ~ Chamber, a nti prn •s for tlw rig ht of tHI\'i:zat.illg tlw 

Wc·~ t Hi ,·er. 

The l'lmmhf' l' has emplm:<i1.ed the importaue•e of \Y IH·how, a large 

tl';lt\in•r t·cnt rP 011 the juuetiou of the Fu llo nucl \V t•st Rh·"r~, up to whiell 

p .)iu t ~If' ri n~r is report~·d t:o prP~Pil t n,o cliffinul ties to nii 1·igatiou, hut ~au-uing 
Fn, ~omc :30D mil<"i fa:· tl1c1· up tlw l'iver, :wcl other porh will no clon1Jt he 

!'.)ll~ielcrcd. 

B c•.!!g ing to tNHlt•r .'·on. in nnt ic·i pntion. thf! lw"t tlmu k s of the Committf>e 

L~~~----------------------------------------------------------~---- -. 
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for any a~~i~t!II!Ce you lllay La,·e it in your power to re1ttler the Cltatnl ... r iu 

it ~ entlcavour8 to ohtain t ile openiug of the \\·e"t Hh·er,-1 !'emain, &•·., 

F . liE~DEHSU:\', 

\\')t. Kr·::o WIC", E~eJ .. 

Cllflh·mrm, Cl!inrr . lssociatiou, 

/.our/on. 

( TraN slfltion tit' Tclr'ffrrllll.) 

The Hriti :;lt l\1ini ~ter Pekiug ha~ idl"gmplH!d openitrg inlu1ul na ,·ig atic;ll 

·w est Hiver Canton iucluded iu fi.t ~> t freuty l:nt ha:; h(ell umitt!'d ra tilir ·d trt'a ty 

Chamber of Commerec Uongkong ITr·c•mmt•nel :< ti'Ongl~· pn.mptly tt rg-c tl•e) 

F oreign Offiee of the ntmost importane·e lo lloHgkong in l'hlclc~d in e·oltll!H·n·ial 

supplement opt•ning np to \Yn-c.:lww. 

:l.)th l\1ay , 18~5. 

11 O~C;J\O~l; (; E:\t:ltAJ. l ' ll.l )JBEit oF l'o,Dt F l:c-J' , 

IJn:-; ca\O?'W, 12th ,/llll!', ] f:!),), 

~w,--The l 'otmuittee of the Ch:nnher hav.ing reeeutly lt carcl frotn ~Jr. 

\\'JLJ.L D! KE~WH'K, J.ouclon, tlmt the Foreign 01!ke were in eonHnnuicatiotJ 

with yom E xcellency 011 the que~tiou of tlte opeuing of the W e~f Hh er to 

foreign trade, tutcl cleeming the prc:;ent. a ~uital , le t.ime to again l.oriug tin~ 

snhjeet to your uoliee, took the opportunily of' forwartl ing to you tlte followiug 

telegram on the 11th in:;tant :- -

" Ch:m1her Cotunren·c mo~t earne" tly r ·eqnt·~t:; 111 nw~t 

"l'ncleavour open \\'p~t Hin·r. 

"lOth .June.'' 

Through the c~ourtesy of lii :; Excellt·ncy the Go,·ernor, the Cotmuiucc 

had l.oeen previou~ly informed that no pmYisiou had been macle in the t reaty 

lMely couelmled between China and Japau for the opf'ning of fhc aho1·c riYer, 

nnd were nutnrn lly clisnppointec l to further leam tha t llwug lr the ques tion, 

01\(' of aclmittcel imporl:tncl', ltael heen tho :;ul,ject of clelihcrntiou 'l'l·hile 

uegotiat.iou:; \rcrc pending, it ltad been sub;;eqnently al.oandonc•.l. 

In t he hope that opportnuities may a.rise, when th e commercial snpplemcut 

to the treaty eomes to be urmuged, of re-opening the q ne~ tiu u , the Committee 

heg to again refer to it with t he re<J HC~ t tlml if "ud1 opport unities eln occnr 
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your ExeelleiH!J may IH~ pleased, so fur as it is iu your power to do so, to 

impress upon the Chinese Govemmeut the benefits to tratlc tha t mus t 

necessarily follow the opening of the West River-benefits iu which China 

would herself participate in excess of other nation~. 

H aving already exprcsHed your approva.l of a proposal emiuently in the 

interests of the development of British trnde, it. seem~ llllllCcc~~ary to trouble 

you with a repct.ition of nrguments alrcatly adduced, mul the Committee 

wonltl now only solie it yom Exccllcnry'~ good office~ in endeavouring to 

obtaiu fM Bri tiHh t ratler~, 111 eommoll will other uatiounl~, the right of 

na vigatiug the West Hi Ycr, with dw opeuing of ports thcreon, more particularly 

vfu-chow, n huge ('ClltlC of t rade :tt tlJC juuetiou of the Fu Ilo awl the West 

Hi,·er:;. 

Other ports ~uch as i'i':m-uiug Fn, ~orn c three huuLlrctl mi le~ farther up 

the ri ,·er, will no tlouht be cousidcred, Lut the Committee arc !>trongly iuclined 

to p ress the importance of Wn-chow, up to whit•h point the riYer is reported 

to pre~cut no d ifficultic,.; to navigation. 

B eg-ging for the contents of thi s 1\'tt('r your Exedleut;y's Ycr_v favouruLlo 

cousitlemtion,--1 have, &e., 

.-\.. McCONACHIE, 

T 'ice-Chairman. 

Ili~ Exeelleuey ~m 1\;tt:HuJ.A;; O'Coxort, K.C.B., C.~U; . , 

ller Britannic i1lajesf.IJ'.~ Em~oy l~'xtmordinar!J and 

JfiJtistcr Plenipotrntiar!J in C!tina, l'cking. 

(Hnply from Her l\iaj cs ty'~ Miui~ t er. Peking, to aLove telegram. ) 

" In an~wcr to yon r telegram of lOth matter been well con,.iJcret! 

"ret·cidng greatest atten tion." 

lloNGKOXG Gt; xto:J:AI. C IIA~IIHnt oF Cmor•.:nct:, 

H olffiKOxu , 1.5th June, 189.5. 

S tn,-Fl'om the tenor of the remm'ks which have recently nppeared in 

the columns of th e local paper~, it mig ht bo assumed that these hat! l1een 

written nuder the impres~ion that the Chamber had allowed th e question of 

the opcniug of the 'Vc~t River to drop out of eonl;hlemtiou. 

It may interest your readers to know t hat the agitation commenced 

year" ngo l1ni" hccn per~iotcntly maiutniuctl, awl that th e Chatnucr ha~ uot 

. 
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ceased, by letter ami wire, to url!,'u upon the F oreign Ullice, auJ al~o hy Her 

1\Iajesty'R }linister at P eking, the deoirability of throwing opl!ll tn forci).!;n 

traffie tlii s important· commercial watt·nvny, poiu t.ing· out t he benefits whidt 

mn~t neces~arily fo llow sueh a conrsc-l.enefits in which Chin:t wottltl hor~clf 

pnrtieipatc in execs~ of other uation~. 

At the present stage it is uot tle8imhle to go l'urthl'r into detaib of the 

action taken by the Chamuer.-1 remain, &c., 

To t!te Editors, 

,, CIIIX A )lAII .. " 

"DAILY l'HESR." 

" HnNta;:mw Tt·:T.EGitAl'JI." 

F. liE I'; VERSO~, Srcn:tm·!J· 

:J, J.n~!BA UD ~TltEET, 

Lo'!\I>Ox, E.c., 17th 1\l:ly, 1895 . 

DEA R Sm,-Your tcll'g-ram of 1Oth instant forwnnled through l\Icsl'r~ . 

.TARDI!>iE, MATJIE~ox & Co., wns duly rceciH•d l•y me as per tmn~lntion ou 

the other s ide. 

The 111attcr is lteiug eon~itlen·d anti I shall plat•t• it lwfore ll.l\1 . Kecrc

tary for Foreig n .Atl'airs 111 the way most likely to ~Ct'lll'l' i t~ object, n.111l I 

hope t o wri te you further by uext uwii.-I am, &r., 

Tltr s,.crctar!J, CII.UIBER OF Ct>lDIEltU:, 

H oxnKt.l!'i<; .• 

\\'. KE::-;W JCK. 

Iloxt;Ko:f•; t~ F. !S' ERAL Ctt.UtllEI: OF Co.lnli~ItcE, 

lJ O~t; KO Xt; , :!Oth ,J IIIH', 1 H!Jii . 

lh:.tR StH,- 1 ha,·e the plcastl rr to own n•1;eipt of y our c~Lt·e1n cd t•onl

mnnieation nf 17th May , antllnnc f nrt.her to aeknowlct!ge y ou r telegram (in 

answer to the Chamber's me . .;sagt•s of lOth ami 2.3 th ~fay ) of 8th .T une, 

reccivetl through the courles~· of l\lessrs . • J.uwtx~:, M.\TilESox & Co., 

re:uling-

" Inform ·liongkoug Clwtulwr of C.ommet'ue Forei14'11 Office fi i 'C ill 

communication with Briti~h ~Iini~tcr We won ld s u7ges t urge 

matter Briti:;h L egat iou . 

8 th June, " 
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On the ·receipt o[ your tdegram the Clwml,cr nt. oucc actctl on your 

suggestion aud telcgraphetl to Sir XH' I!{)J.A:' O'Co:-;on, aud were ye~tcnlRy 

fa,·ourctl with tl1c foll;,wiug reply:--

"In an~wer to your telegram of I lth matter heeu well eoul'itlercd 

receiving greatest atteutiou." 

I am directed by the l'onnnittee to thauk you for the ahu,·c telegram 

and to cxprc~,.: to you the oi,Jigatio n tl.ey arc under to you for haviu~ ~o 

rct~-dily ou thi:<, and all o tht·r l'o1111Cl' oce:t~iou:<, aeecd<.:d to the I'Ct[llCst :< of the 

Chamber wheu it had ueca:-;ion to a:<k your Ytdnnl,Jc ~crviccs, wh ich are very 

fully appreciated.-} am, &c., 

WILLLUI KES\\ ' JCI\, Es<[. , 

Loxuox. 

F. IIE~DEHSON, Srcretary: 

J'~:Kl:\<; , 2.itll ,J llll<', f t{!).). 

!:'IH,-1n reply tt> your lcLI<~r of tbt" 12th iu~tant l do nut ];now that I 

Cl\11 say more than to as:;tll'e _yon that I :>hall lo:<e IICJ opportuuit.y dcpcuding 

upon me to gh·c praeti<'al effec t to the wi~hcs of the ljeneral Chnm!Jcr of 

Commeree of llougkong in regard to the opeuing of the Wc~t Hi,·cr. of the 

pos~iblc a<lvautngc>< of whi <·h to 1 ; riti~h an<l all foreign t raLlc I lu\,-c a very 

clear idca.--I am, & ... , 
l\. H. U'CO~OR. 

A. )fcCox .~ C liiE, E~q., 

Vicr-Citail'man, lloxc i\< •S<; (;E:\E I~AL Cu.utB ~: tt OF L'o ~DILIWE. 

lJo:-;<;KO~W n~:x EIUL CH.Oli\E lt OF co~on:HCE, 

liO!'iliK0:\<: 1 24th ,July, 189;). 

DE .\1~ :::im,-1 ha\'c tlw plca~u rc to acknowledge the receipt of your 

esteemed communica tions of 7th :11ul 14th .June gh· iug I'OVCr to copies of 

corrcsponucnce with the Foreign awl Colonial Offices !Ja,· ing r e ference to 

the opening of the W es t. Hiver, aiHl the gmuting of preferential tlnties on 

cMgo canictl by ual h·e craft. . 

Tlw rig h t of tratliug Ill the \\' c~t Uh·cr whidt, if cotwedt·J, would of 

neces~ity become an important factor in the development of llriti sh trade 111 

Southern Chiua, and the graut iug of prcfercutial dntie~ , w hich has ccrtaiul:r 

~ -~ 
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Jll'OI'C'd dNr imcntnl to Brit i~h :<hipping- intt>I'PM~ o11 tl1e Cau tou Hi,·cr, are 

snbj1•ds which ha\'t• long occupied the allention of the Chamhcr, and I lllll 

dire<'led i>y tht> Committt>c to expre'<s the great obliga t ion they feel they are 

under to you for ha,· ing- Htrongl_,. imprP.~scd upon the Home Government the 

important hearing these qne><tion:<, the former fa,·onmhlt> the IHttcr 1l1hcrsely, 

ha\·e upon fomign trn<l<' with China. 

Th<• C'hamh<·r hn,; the u~~nra1we of S ir ~lcllnr.AS O'Co:-;on'~ support, 

who \I'J'iting from Pel\iug- Hntle r <late of :!;5th ,June ~tare,;-" 1 ~hall. lose no 

oppnrtunit.1· depending npon 1110 to gi 1·c praeti.,nl pjfpr• t tu tllo wi:::hcs of the 

Chnmber of Commerce of llongkong in regard to the opening of the West • 

Rin't', of the possible mlmntag-<·~ of which to Briti"h and all foreign tra1lc 

I ha\·c a very dear idPa." The Chmnber ha" also rPpeatctlly htHI the benelit 

of hi:> a:;;;ist:uwc in rho endC:l\"OIII'S, which were ~ncce;;~ flll at the time in 

tcmpomrily doing H\Y:I~T with prt•fcn·ntial d utir>~ a~ affecting trade in the 

Canton Hi l'er. 

The great impori:UH'<! a.naclu·d tn th,~ o pening of the \Ve>it Hivcr might 

wit.h adnmtnge be brought to the attention of the New Go,·crnment, 1\ud the 

Committee anlently hopr. that the efforts being now mtt1le in that direction 

m1ly eventually r<'snlt in Sl!l'l'f'~~.-I am , &e., 

WIU.Iur ·K&swrc·K, Esrh 

Lmmox. 

F. IIE:\DERSON, S f'rrptary. 

Ho"\m;:oNG G~:x~:tuL CnA~illErt Of-' Co~mERCE, 

HoNGKONG, IMh August, 189•i . 

DEAR ~m,-Throngh the cour tesy of M esi\rS. ,Lum!NIC, 1L~THESON & 

('o. the Chnm!Jer hat! again the opportunity of antiling of their telegmph 

code, nnd on Gth in~tant ~P.nt yon the followiug message :-

"The West Rin'r the British :Mini ster no progres::; reported. 

Ifongkong Chamber of Commerce thr.y recomn:en<l s tron o-lv 
• b • 

urge opening new Brit ish Gm·ernm,m t lllHl keep ns well ad· 

vi 1<ecl a s to pro~pccts." 

Cons i<lori'ng the <lissolution of Parli11.me nt tt \'Cry favourable opportunity 

to agitate nfresh the importance of opening the West Hivcr to foreign 

nuvigntion, the Committee again YCntnre to golicit your );Oo<l offices, and 

presnmin~ on th e readinr:<!i yon hn,·e ~lwwn ou all prr,·ions occas ions to 



! 
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G 
re,;pothl to ~ueh rc<1ne~t><, 11o not hesitate to n ~k yonr n'llnable assistance in 

support of n question in which yon ltnve already evincell yonr interest and 

a pprnval. 

Jt will 110 tlonbt appear to you, a~ it does to the Committee, highly 

tle,;irnblc that the new G0 ,·ernmcut on n,;snming office ,;honhl ha>e impressetl 
upon them, in the intere~t,.: of H riti,;h commct'cP, the importance of' opeuing 

up ,.:n valuable a waterwa~· , a11tl the CommitteP wouhl ask you to he gootl 

I to ,·on hc~t <"nlcnlatctl to bring it 1•non).!'lt to ra kP ~ne. 1 ,;ll'p~ a.s ma,\' sePm 

prominently t·) their not ice nrut artentinn. 

The requc4. to he kept :tth·i~ed as to prospec t:; 

sitlcratl·l,r mnde by ::\>Je.< ~i'o. ,f \lWl XE, 1\£.\TITESOX & 

telc.~ram. -I am, &e., 

was n.a at!ttit ion ron-

Co. t o the Chamber's 

F. HE:XDER~OX, Srcretar.'l. 

\ Y t r.LIDI KE~W{('K, E:>q., . 
L o:NilO;\'. 

( 1~· 1·trrtrt ,ti·om ,l[r. TVm. Keswick's letter dated London, 

ut!t ,.,·,!plem.ber, 18fJ5.} 

I have had an op portunity of m:mtioning at t.he Foreign Oflicc the very 

<>Teat and Hl'"CIIt iml)()rt:tncc a t this time allll urder the speeia.l ei1·cnmstances 
"' 0 

of the recen t Treat1• o f l'•1acc bet ween Cbina. ant! .Tapa.n, the fi rst version of 

which pl'OI"itled for. the opening of the Wes t l~ i ver a! though eliminatctl from 

the rn.titi ctl 1\ocnm~ut, tha t. this valunh le water ('ommunif!atiou IYith the 

interior shonld no lougc r be kept dosed. 

'I ' ]" · {.)'!' 11·t'l l ],e l'le"sed to leant, ha,·e the whole matter he ~ oretgu r 1ee, yo11 " 

nnd<'r cous idcm ti on. 

8, LnMBAHil :-;TnU:T, 

Lnxno:>~, E.C., 2!lntl November, 1895. 

D -.! I i1u1·e to :wknowled!!:e receiJit of }'Our letter of 15th ultimo, EAt: ,,JR,-- " 

rtnd m y hest a ttention ,;hall he gh·en to the s ubject:< me ntioned in it. 

~~t :Ill intc rY iew la,;t week, Lord S.\J.I~BURY p;1~1·e me to nmler~taml that 

the, pt ni ng of t.hc West Hi\·er contiuuetl to reeci1·e the ,;pccial attention of 

the Gove rnment, anti that, likewise, the position of Briti~l1 interl'~ts in gene

ral in China wPn' reee iTin g· cnrne<; t ('OJI,.:i<lt>l':ltion. 

[ '), ... 
f).) J 

G 
1 hope, thercf~re, that it. may not Le ve1·y long uutil the 11al'igation of 

rhe \\'est River, 1\·hich yonr Chnmhcr hn~ :<o long- ttrget!, will he opene1l to 

foveign Plltl-rpri~l'.--Your.<, &1·., 

W. KES\nCK. 
Tl,f' ·"'N!I'f'frtr!J, lfoxc: KOXG (; r.xEr:.u. Cn.urnr.:t: or ('mniEI~cF., 

H oxoKo:o;c:. 

Proposed Reconstruction of Gap Rock Lighthouse. 

Tiox1;KoXG GExE tL\L CH .UIIIEt: OF Co~on:r:.o:, 

HmwKOSG, 14th ::\la y, 189.1. 

Sm,-I beg to re1·ert to this Chamhe1''!' Jotter of 16th March nnd to 

yonr e;;teemetl !'Ommnllicntinn of :21 ~t lVIar~h, both being in continuation of 

previous correspondence · havin).!' rof1mmce t.o Me~sr~. Coor>E, Sox, an<l 

M\TTHE"·s's report on the condition o.ftlw liqht/wl{sf' lmildinp (ff r;ap Hor!t 

eontaining a recomm<'lHlntiou that. it ~honltt he rc-eon,.:trneted. 

!I is Excellency th<' Gm·ernor hn l'ing- IJcen good enough to place the 

ruport before the Committee of this Chamber for nu expres~ion of opinion a~ 

to the n•h·i~ahilit,v or otherwise of adopt ing that recomm£llllation I nm dircetud 

to now ,;fate, in rc•ply, that t he llltC~<t ion h:t>' again had the careful attentiou 

of the Commitwe :uul fu rt her eonsi1lemt ion of the proposal to r·ehuild the 

lighthou~e. whieh 111 th e opinion of M r. M ATTIIEWS is t1ccessary if i t ii' to 

he effeetil·ely main tainctl, streugthcns the opinion that a proposal invohiug 

such a dmstic m ea:sut·e :tll(l mising several point s of a purely techn ical 

ehamctcr cannot be efii. 1~ i ent l y t!eult with by any others than experts. 

F nt!er thc:;e ciremustanecs the Committ<'e ventnre to suggest, that in so 

important a matte1·, it would be well to anti! of the expert as;;il<fance of the 

offi!'ers attndle<l to rhe JJUpcria l Chinese Customs, whose knowledge of the 

Coast lllll l long experience in the ereetion of lighthouses thereon wonltlrender 

the i1· opinion Ill the pre;;eut instauce, when the ua tu re of the s ite as well a>' 

t.he constnrction of the bniluing has to be' eon~itleretl, particularly valuable. 

Sir HoBERT ILiRT, who has all along shewn his interest in the Gap Rock 

Light, would no doubt he found ready to a!t'ord any assi~t:mee or informa tion 

the GovPrnnwtlt mi,!!h t wi~h to ohtnin, 

..... 
L~-1~L-----------------~--------------------------~~.~~--~------------------~----------~--------------
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l11 tuai..til0 thi • -ng;t• ·~tioll the Cununitt<'P an• nnxion~ to ltnu· ir. nudt•r

~towl that t lH '.'' ha1 c• no dt•-irc to IIIHlerntluc I lit· ,<enil•c,; of)[ r. T. i\f ATTHt: \\":-', 

who~c opi11ion, holding a;; he dor~ so important t1 po~ition ou thf> Trinity 

ll<HI:'C Bo:n<l . . i,; worth~- of el'<'l',v eou:;iuPration, hnt h<> mn"t of nocc";;it~· he 

lacking 111 th<> loenl knowledge whieh th<> officer~ conncetc·•l with the Impe

rial C'hini·.-•(· Cn"tom;; ha I 'O rwqni1·e•l ouly nftt·r ma.n~- yt>:u·;; expcrit•JH'e.--I 

!l:t\'l', ,'(,• .. 

F. !lEXDERl"OX, SN·reltll'.'/· 

The ll nnonralolf' ,J_ 11. STEW.\ln' LOf'I\11.\HT, 

( 'oloniul Secrrftt l'.'f· 

So. /(i-'J(J. 

-----

('"LoS 1.\ L SEt 'C:ETA HY':< 0FFIC'JO:, 

llos<:IUlNt ;, ilh An).('ll;;t, 11'\!l.i. 

!':'itt:,- With rcf<'l'l'llt't' tn tny lt•tfl•r No. 11:23 nl' the :?3nl }):l\' la"t, 

I am d.in·<·i<•d to ;;tntc forth<' infornHttion of thP Conunittc•c of the ChmulJOI' 

or ('c.mnwrl't' thnr Sir HOI:Ein' lfAJ:T, ln~pPl'tOI'·General of th(• C'hiue~e 

Cn;;tOIII", hn~ <'X(H'P~~Pd hi~ regr<'l that he i~ llnfthlc to lPJHl the ~rrYir<>s of 

nn o1lit•ct· l'<:r the pnrp"~" of in:<pel'ting the t:np Hoc·k Lighthnii"C'· ns tlH•re 

i,; no olti<•f•r :1vnilnhlf•.- I han·,.&<·., 

.J . 11. STE,YAHT LOC'Kf!AitT, Colonitd ·"'et·1·r·tnr!J· 

·" "- 1 i/J.j. 
t 'n Lo:'\1.\ 1. ~Et'HET.un ',; On' I CE, 

Il o:>GKfJ:<(<;, I.'Jth A1tg·n"t. lk9.i. 

StH,-- In n·l't ·rt'IH'e to 111,v l<·tler :\o. Hi:!O of tlw 7th in~wut I :1!11 tlirP<·t

,.,] to euqnir<· whrtiH·:·, 111 l' i<·w ol' Sir Hot:P:ItT H.\n:r',; inuhilit,v to lent! the 

:'l'rY i~:<' " of m1 olli<'<'l' of 1 he Chi ne;;e l'n~tom~ for the pnrpo"e of inspe<•ti ng 

thn {;:.p Hol'k Lighthon ~e, thP Committl'<' of the C'hamlwr of Commert•e ha.s 

• T. 11. STEWAHT J.OCKHAHT, ( 'olo"i"l ,;.,·('('l'f'tm·.'l· 

-~'( ' ,, -~·c•., ·~'(,' , 

. 

[ ;j i J 

H 
li u:s<;Koxt: (; E:Sl'l:AI. CH.UlllEI~ oF Co~DI E lW E, 

llo:\'GKO:oil:, 20th . \.ugn><t, lH!J,). 

Sttt,-1 ha1·c the luwonr to ackwnvleJge the l'c'l!eipt of :.-our u:i l<'l' 11 ~· 1 

l~Oilltlllllli<!lltion of l;}th ius taut, aut! nm tle,.irctl hy my l 'unllnitte~ to c~x pn'"' 

their mgret that :-ii1· RoBEt:r H .un, who, they hc lien·. ha• a lmn-:-; 1,~ ~! 11 
willing- to assi,;L in ~ueh lll:ttter.-<, 1,; not ahle t o lcml the ~Prl'i<•t·~ of' a;1 o:ikt.·r 

to iuspect tlu: Gap Hock L(!!'htlwn.;e, Ill l'il'll' ut' l'llt' "U!!:,t' t· ~!Jod n·Po11 ~tnwtion 
of that lmiltling. 

ThP C'ommitt~c do not at pre~cnt k:HJW of auv C<lllljH:lcnr authority 111 

t.hc IH ~ig· hhoudw01l who~c opiuion the,,- eouhl ~n:,:-g·e,;t lt. ~i n~ tnk t.' ll.- I 

lm ,-e, &t· ., 

}' . IIEXI>EHSO:\, ,o;,·n·rr·ltlry. 

The Irorwnralole .1. H. STEIL\I:T LuCI\It.un·, Coloniul ·"'ct·rclttr,IJ. 

IJoxt;KO:SI: (; F:S·Et: .U . t'li ,UIJ IEI:. or . Cu~l.\l~: t:nc, 

llo.st_;Koxo, ~lth St!ptember, I H~J.i. 

~11:,-Thc snggestcLli'CI' tJI I~ lruetion or the c;ap Rock Lig-h~hott~ l ~ h:tl'ill/!. 

through the eonrtes1· ol' Ui~ Ext:cllcn.,,· the (;o,·ct'IIOI', been rcf1•rrt~d to tlw 

CluuuGer for au exprc,;~ion of' opinion as I<J tlw adri;;ability or otlter 11·i~o 

of carrying out the ~uggc~tion, the Con1mittec 111 ,-iow ol' the inqu•J•taiH:f' 

of the question anti the c~tima.te.l l:wg-e ontlny loe .~ tn :L)!ain hrill,!! thl' matter 

t.o your notieL'. 

\\'hen la~t ad<lrL·s~ing ynn o11 ~Oth Ang;n•t tla.• C'otntuitt1·1• 1·xprc.•.;;:, [ 

thei r n·grct tuat Sir HuHEKT 11Atn' wa,; nnal,Je to le1ul tht• ~er.-i•· <· ~ of an 

expert, nnd abo thei t· inabil ity to sn~ge~t any cumpalen t autlwrit1· 11 1 tlte 

neighbourhuo<l whu~e opiuion t.hey euultl sugge~t ueing n~k<:d . 

As it due~ uut appear that rile condition of thl' hnihliu cr is :< uch n;; to 
"' llCl'es" itate immediate alteration>', ami it :;eem;; l•> the Committee dl' .~irahlc 

that ,-er,v careful cou:4iLlcration "hould be gi,-eu t.:J the t!u nl.<·tuplatPtl chnn !t'S 

h f>(oi'C tfw~p Ill'( ' :ttfCmptet! lo Ue <'UITied into <•Jrl'Ct, they n·ntnre to wgge~t 

that Sir HuBEltT liAtn he again :tpproacltc•l ill th e hope tha t "om~:w hnt 

later lie may he a hie t.o deYote the scnicc:; of one of hi~ otlit:cr;.: to reporting 

ou the ucee.;~ity or othcrwi~c of any air<• ra tion ,; of a p LJ t'nlaucn t nature . 

The Committee arc dw more anxion~ to n1·g:e thl• ll'loptiou nf litis enlll':it · 

as it i~ only from t.hat ~om·cc thnl a prat:t.ieal opinion of those rer~cJ tn th e 

uon~ truct.iou of Lighthou~c aloug the coa~l .,f C'hina t•nn '"' oLtai JH·•I. 
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The ::;ogge~tio!ls made by the ll•liHJltra.blc C. 1'. C II ATEH, when 

expressing the views of tlte Gnotfiehll l\Iemhers of tht• Legislative Couneil 

a$ to ::; tre11gthening the exiMing building, if uecessnry, d1e )ll'LH'iding of extra 

lcuse~, . mHl the ercetion oJ' n refuge for the Ligh tJwnse Keepers, Me, in 

the opini()ll of the Committee, well worth Jli::; Excellency's favourable 

consideration, :tll\l they will be please<! to letll'll that the~e meet "·ith his 

approv:tl.-1 have, &(o., 

F. IIE:-\OERSON, Secretrtr!J. 

The [·{onuumhle ,J. H. STEWAHT LoCKH.\HT, 

Colonial Sf'c1·ctm·.IJ· 

J: 
Proposed enforced Use of Official Telegraph 

Code Vocabulary. 

llo~<:KO:\'G Gt::\'Et:.\1. CtLUliiJ;R OF l'oM~lEltCE, 

rr 0:\' <; KOx<:, :Ztith April, I t.i9.). 

:-:-in:,-1 beg t;o ad:nowledge receipt of yom e:;teemetl i'aYOIII' of 4th 

in~tant, :tiHI to thank you for t.be enclosure eoutainetl therein. 

The Committee mueh regret to learn that th.ey were , apparently, 

prematu re in congra.tnlatiug th cm~eh·e~ that the n~e of the OIHeial T e legraph 

Code D irectory w:t~ to ue m:~de optional, at lea~t, a" rq.ran ls ex tra-Emopcau 

me~sage:;, allll that the qne~tt!lll ha:; oti ll to be lli~cus~e,[ M tiJC Tclcg mplt 

Convention at Uuda-l'e~th it: 1H9G, wl.ie h will render fnrther agitation 

neees,;a r,v on the part of tho,;e who are opposed to the enforecd n:;e of the 

Co(lc.--l :uu, &r·., 

F. IJE~DEW:iO~, ,<.,'ecn:tary. 

Au:x .. J. c;t·sx, E~(h Sl'f:rl'lm'!J, 

C n.\ ~I la: I( OF co~l ~IEltCE, 1-\ t :\(i .\I'UHL 

llo x!~ KOX< i G·ENEIUL l'IIAJtlJEt: oF Co.\DlEttcF:, 

JIO!\Ii KOXG, 2 :1rd ~eptcmhe l', 189.), 

To Tur.: lsorcrrxATIOX.\L TELE( i!I.\J'If Bt.:nE.\C, lh:tom. 

. Th e Committee of the above Chmnuer beg to ailk the attention of the 

Iutcruational Telegraph Durcau to the cuelo:;cll documcllt ~igncd Ly tlti~ aml 

[ i\\1 J 
I 

l"<triou;; l'lt:llllUer~ exprc~siu~ tlteir ohjeetiou ~ to tite jJI'<Jp0SU.! enforce.! ll~C oJ' 

the Otlieial Telegraph Cmle Vocabulary for u.~c in ex tm-European message" 

with the re(JtLCst that the sa111e may be fon\' lll\ letl t.o the 1nternat.iot~al Tele

graph Con\·cntion to be held at BnLla-l'e3th for it:; fa vom·able ('onsidenttiou 

wl1en the !JllC~tion i.~ bi'Ought. forward uext year for tliscn5 ~iou. 

To THE 1:-iTUt:\ATlo:\'..\.L TEI.Et;R .\1'11 BultEAU, ll~: lt~E. 

1-eaming- rlial the propo,;cil compnbory u:;c of the Officia l Tclt~graph 

Code Voenhula 1.,. will become the snhjoet of (li~r;n~s ion, a ud its adopt iou Ol' 

rejection for 11~(~ in exlm-Eumpcan me:;,;agc,; finally :;ct tled, at the next 

meet ing- of the Internationa l Telegr;t pi.J Couw;lu t ion to he hel!l at Buda-Pe:;tlt 

Ill I H96, the lilldersigned, being tlesirous or proteMing against what . the\' 

l'OIJsider an nnnece~~ary ilnw,·ation, beg- to hring th e matter to the notice of 

the International T1Jlep;mph Bureau with the reqne:;t that the ohjcetiou:; 

to the propo:<al, hcre:tftcr :;tatcd. nta ,. he p lace(] hefore the 1ntemational 

Telegraph c()!IYCJJtion fvr eon.•ideration pre\'ions to the nex t assembly at 

Buda-l'csth. 

The compttb!H'." adoption of the oliieial \'O(:ahnlary, if enfoJ'Cc<l, will 

uecessirat.e the abandonment of all pri,·are t·ode~ 11ow in n~··, ami ns most of 

these have ueen e:Jntpilell at great tl'otthle and expen~c, to render them 

practical ly nsele~s w ould Clllai l ~erion s Ios~ :lll t) incoltYUII ieuce Oil the unlk of 

tlw mercaut ile ttllll [,aakiug ctunmttuiti e.• it! rbe Ea~t. \Y ithout, ~u far a:s the 

signntories arc aware. o ll't>ring- or e,·e n ~ug-gesti ug, nny (•om pcwmting advan

tage" , s uch a s ci tht>r redueed 1:o,;t, or greater ~afcty 111 the transmission of 

1nessngc:-:. 

Thc:<e code:; ha1·c iu mw•t iu :< l:•necs been the ont.eomo of long continued 

endeavour:< to ~ impJif.,· the tJ.~c of tc legTajlhy to nwrcantile requirement ~ . 

ha,-e been gradual ly elaborated aml itH'I'ea ,;ed to mc!;'t. tli e hns incs,.: exigencies 

of each particular tir111 a ;; the.<<' aro~e, and to ad apt the ·pri\·ate cotles to Lhe 

new vocabulary would be a task not l'asy of aecompli~ hlll cut. A :; some of 

the code ~ uow in nse eontain O\'CI' :lOO,OOO w<ml" t iH~ ,-uggcs!ed lllllllhcr of 

:!66,iOO for the uew ,·oeahular.'· would he in~ uffiei cnt t'or the rceonstrnetimt 

of caeh (•oue . 
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· t I. I the uu:;iue:;:- of llw Tele~raph Compauie~. cliliieultic:;, or Ill au,v way n • an m 

therefore ~he ~upprc:;sion of thc:;e code:; eau :;eat'Cl.' ly ha,·e heen :<uggc~w~l on 

puhlic ground~. 

1 · · 1. 1· ·t·1• 111 · t11 tl 1 .. "ll""'""te·l a lter.ttions the uthlt!r:;ig-uecl h<Jiie\·e n nu:o,lllg: ou ee .. .... ...... ,., ol"") ..... . ~ .... 

t h•·v are ouh·,full:1win0' a cour:;e :-imilar to that tdoptc.l by lllitll," Enrop<'all 
.......... • 0 

Chamber,; t>f Commct-ec. 

The :;in·uatorie:' ,·euture to hope that till! C11n\·eution to lll-.'Ct. at Bwla-
"' . I . 

l'es th will give the question their fulle:;L anti nw~t ;;erions eomw •:mttoa. 

lt ha:; not been cxplieitl_r "lwwn that the eompnl~ory the of the Official 

Telegraph Code \' oc·:dntlary will faeili tate t.hc tt·an;;nti,;"ion of ~n::r;sag-e.:, lun 

011 the otht'l' hand there is 110 doubt that it wi ll c:au"e \'(;ry ~erwus Ios~ an.l 

in con vettit•tH~P to all who ha \'C 1iri ,·ate eotle,;. 

.':ii[JIII'c/ bJ/ 

I.Jo:-;uKoM;, C.\:-\Tox, ~ll .\XI:u.u, H AxKoW, Foot:lln\v, 

\ '1' n:xT:-it x lltO(;() & O~AK.\, Yot.:OII .UU, • ~to\·, .\XI> 

CH.UIBEt:s. OF ('o)nn:w;E. 

l<'orwan!e1l to "Till:: IsT EHS.ITIOX .\1. TELt-:UIL\I'll HGtu-:.\1.·.'' 

!lEt::'\ E. 

~:ln l S••p!l!mbl'r. l~!J.), 

CU .UWEil llF l'U )D!UWF., 

S tS<iAPOitE, 2nd ~overnbcr, !8;J,). 

l>E.\tt SJH,-1 I.Jeg to euclo~e, for tlte iufornmtion of your Chamber, eopy 

f l tt lll·e . ·c11 to tlw International Telegmph Bureau, Berue, on the o a e . er H.l l !:>n • .., 

suujtolct of the Berne Tdegmph Vor~ahuj:try. the IWIIIIICI' of iutroJuciug 

I • 1 t '-e ·'""'11 j .. 1J •tL the B~ttla-l' l.' ~ th Corl\·entiou 11ex t Year. W I W I I>' 0 u u~, ~ • · 

'·I ~'' 'tt 11)1 '111 ,·'1t" tlrt• c'O-u[JCI':ttion of ,·onr Chmubet' ngain;;t it~ 
~·· y '-·otlltll t ee wu ' •· . ~ • 

I. ·t. '·e ·111" ltl'ttle comtnrl~on· to cxtra-EuropcauJne,.;;;age~. --1 Oll!"8, ete., 
:~pp lCa IOU u ,., • ' • 

ALEX. ,J. c; U~X, St·cretary. 

The ~()cret!try. 

trox c; KIIX" l.;.EXEIL\L CJT .\)tJ:El: uJo' Cu~DIEI(l' I: , 

Hougkong. 

. 

[ .j 1 J 

I 
Ctl.\\lr:r-:tt oF (\nnn:t:cr:, 

Stxi:.\I'OHF., ~nd No\'ctnhcr, 1ft!)•). 

Su:,-1 nm iu~tntetcd . hY the Siugnpore C'h:unber of Comnwree to 

:ultlrf'!'<~ ynn Oil the :-<nhjel't of thf' Olfif'ittl Tclf'gmph \ ' ocahnlnr,r prepnred 

nwl n•een tly llllhli:;hetl nuder yom au~pi••e". 

:!. 1 ntfa(:h h t:n•tn l:"PY of :1 circular Oil thi~ ~nl>,icct. (not. lH·nl'ing llll)" 

dnw) whicl1 "'"" i""tu•d la,.t \'PHI' (I ~!J.JJ ll!ltl!:r 1 he names of the Ea>'t.eru 

Tclq.(T:t.flll Company, Limited, an.i thrPP other TeiPgrnph Companie", whit•h 

t•in,ulnr cnme hf'for.~ m,· ChamlH'r thmng-h tlw Singapore .\gn!wy of th•• 

En~tcrn Ext.eu~io;l, An~tmlasia, and China '1\,leg-raph Compnn_,. , Limit.ctl. 

:1. This <'it·i•nlnr r.:cci\'l"!d herP early 1:~~~ .n·:u· i~ the only int.imiltion of 

IUI offil'i:d or authoritative 1·harader whic·h rill' C:hmnlwr had l'Pt•eiyc,[ of the 

(•ontcmpl:~ll'd introtln•·tion of :<n1·h n n·enhulnry. 

4. I hf').! to dnt ". your part i1•ttl:1r n ft t' IJ titJn 1 n the fa et that the cit·enlar 

in question l:on taiu,., 110 dctiuitl.' information a~ to the nse of ~ tH'h voeabulury 

locroming ohligntory for nH·><:-<ag"" <>Xt·hang-•··l with the cxtm-Enropcn n ~ystem, 

untlt·r· whieh tlt•"i.!.t'IJatiou it i." a"~nnwcl that IIIP~~ngc~ to aiHl from Sing-apnre 

nrc cln .~sed. 

:;. }h Chamhe•· Icanwtl with no :<nwll dC'_gr ·c1~ of astoui~hment that fl 

"'pecimcn 1•opy of the Yoeahulary in quc~tion wn~, nu 13th Apri l, cirPulate1l 

in this St'ttif'mcr•t hy the En~tPrn Extcn~ion. Au"'traln)"in, a nd China TPicgraph 

Compauy, LimitPd, :wcompaniPcl by an intimniiou thnt t.luc n ~c t.hereof wou!tl 

probably hepome obligatory here ~hort ly after the uox t ('onfPrcuet·. I ni'tach 

hPrl'to a •~opy of tlw ('ircular notifyitrl! to thi"' e fl'cr t. 

li .. \ ;: the rl'.~nlt of thi~ eirPttlar aut! with a vi1~w to obwiuing· definite 

information ou thl' snhJcet, tiH• Chamber pJa,.;.d itself in emunwn ication with 

the Uem·r:rl :'llan:tg(·r hen• of tl1c Ea~ tH'll Extcn~iou, .An;; trala~in , aut! China 

T clcgmph Company, Limited, who wn~ goo1l er~ongh to cnblc on :\Ian·h 1-Ith, 

1H9.'i, t•J th1· IJPn1l Offi(• (~ ol' that Compa ny in Lontlon, (••opy of telegram 

Ht.tac•hed ). 

7. In rl'ply to rhi~ enqniry J ll ( l\Y hn\·c hcforP me under date 15th 

:1\:lnn·h, 1 H9,i, :1. commtini••at ion from the Ea;;tcm Exten~ion, Au~tmla~ ia, anti 

China Teleg raph Compan:·, Limited, wh i~·h in ~~~h~tnnre informs the C'luunlll:-r 
that-

"?\n time haH been fixctl for the eomptt i><ory irttr'Ollnct.iou of thi~ 

"rooe for l'Xll'fi-Enropf'llll mc~:<nl!e"'. Tile m:lttPr wi ll he fnlly 

__ _ ._~~~----------------------------------------------------
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",li:;cus~ed nt the next meeriug of the International Telegraph 

" ConYention to he held fit Bnda-Pcsth in 1 Rflfi . · -;\ o reliable 

"information enn be ~tiYell hefore then ." 

t<. :.\ty Cham'twr· hnd pre1·ionsl,v (on Rth .January, U:SH.3) n<ldr<"ssed the 

(~eneml l'oKt Office, London, on this whjPct (cop~· of kt.tcr nt tn<•hcd hereto), 

nllll on 16th ~Inreh, a rcpl,Y under dntc l·lth F ebru:tt'.l' wa~ recciYC(l fi'Olll 

that department in '.dli<'h it i.- diRtiuct ly s tn~ed that as reganb <•xtm-Eill'opean 

mc~sagcs the Ill'<> of the Berne Vol'alllllar.v will lw optiona l. 

9. Yon will at our•e se!' from what I hn1·e nho1·c set forth that the 

information on this ~nbjcct. vd1ich is uow hefm·p m~· Chamber i~ uot ouly 

in•Jefinite bnt eoutlicting. On the one ha\l(l the eircnlar to which I fir~t 

referred, i~sned under the names of four Tele;:;raph Companies (~nd this !'O 

far as I can learn has never been with<lrawn or modified) notifif'~ the expeet

ntion that the voC'ahnlar,v will, shortly nl't<'r the next Conference, hecomc 

obligatory for cxtm-Enropean messa~e8. Then again my Chamber was on 

1.'5th :March, l89.'i, offieially informed hy the General }lanag-er· h ere of 1'110 

El~R tern Ex tenHion, Anstralasin, :111\l China Telegraph Compa••~·, Li~nitetl, that 

no time has been fixed for the compnl~ory introdn•:tiou of the eOl!P for cxtra

Enropean messages, anll further tlutt. llO reliahle information ean he given 

before t he mreting of the International Telegraph C'onvt'ntion at Bntla- Pt·~th 

in 1896. 
On the other hand the (~cneral Post Offiee 111 L ondon has t l i ~tinrtly 

informed this Chamber that the n ~<~ of the nwa.hnlary a~ rog-anls <>xtl':l 

Enropeun message,; will be optionul. 

10. It cannot but be ntlmittt'd that the introduetion of a.n official code 

to s nperscde al l others, wonlu be a step in Yolv ing to the commercial and 

tradal eommnnities of thei-'C Settlement~ issue~ of the g-rn1·e~t possible 

nat.nre. The set ting as ide or re-framing of exis t ing codes would in most 

eases r\eeC\<~itnte not only :1 Yast amonut of lahom a nd lo~s of time ami 

~eriou~ incouYcniencc, but it would 11lso for a certain!~- in1·oll·e alarmingly 

heavy lo~~£·~ pecuniarily. Anti, Loltlin~ a~ it does the~<P view~, mv Chamber 

•·:umot hut feel tha t the community here, whose Ycrv large and important 

.:ornmcreial intprc~t;; would l>e prejndiein.lly affel'ted hy ('nmpulsory introduc

tion of the llerne \·oeabulary 1ts ll0\1' pnlJli~hed, ha~ been trcate<l with scant 

consideration in that the existiug pMition hns been rmnece~sarily dbturbetl, 

a ppnrt'n tl.1· without fil\~- dPr·i8ion on t h e mntter hu dn)! a~ yl't hrl'n !!<-finitely 

[ .~;) ] 

I 
arri1·cd at by the Telegmph Aullwritie,.:, aud the applieation of snch h colle to 

the C'xtrn-Enropeau sy~tem appearing to be as yet quite :m open question. 

11 . .:Vfy Chamber finds it tliffienlt, c1·eu impossiLie, to nasume that the 

eommunication to it of the General Post Offiec nutler date 14th Fchn1nn· 
·· ' 

18H5--iu which .it is s tated that as rcganl.~ extra-Europc~u mossnges the use 

of the Berne Yoeabnlar,v will be optional--<'onltl ha ye hcen made otherwise 

t han in aecnr:wy, and one object of my present communication is to ask I'OII 

to bn g-ood enough to favour me 1~ i th definite information on that point. • 

12. 1 II'Onl<lnbo ask ~·on t.o l.e kind f'non;.d t to inform me nJ' tlw date iP 

lH!)() on which the Inte rna tional TBieg-rnph Cnni'Pnlion at Huda-l'esth 1 ~ 

fi r;;t lo meet. :md n l ~o by what dare it. ~~ t·xpt>l'lcd that the resnlr of its 

<leliherations will he mntle known. 

I :l. ::\:fy Chamber being in commnnieation with you would aYail it~elf of 

this opporhwit.'· of expres~ing its views upon the hardship, nnt.! grM·e incon

l·enience nnd lo~~ whidt wottltl ensue to the commen!e of the Colony upon a 

,·ompnl~ory introtlneti on hen· of the Berne Vrwahnlary for tdegraphin~. 

14. Jr i~ u111ler~tood that thi s \·ocal!11lary wou ld, 111 pmctict·, limit the 

('Oilllllcrcial codes of the Colony to 214,000 \\'OI'll~, and when it 1s pointed 

out that some of tho~c al ready 111 n:>e n~:>cessitate the application of some

where o1·.:r 338,000 wol'(]S, it wonltl he obvious tbat the scope of t he Bt.!rue 

Vocabulary wonltl he quite inadequate for requirements a s fouwl necessary 

in practice. 

I 5. The following ~taJHianl hoob of telegraphi<~ 1\'(lt:lls are, among o the r", 

in nse in thi:> C'olony1 1· iz. :-

Whi U•Ial~·~ Hook of French, ~panish , Portugnesc,} 
ltalmn allll Lat in wol'll~, .... ...... , .... ...... .. . 202,600 wnl'lk 

\\. hitel aw'~ Book of Dutch \\' Ol'<l,.:, ...... .. . . ........ 40,000 

" ,. 
" 

of Germnn , 

of Eugli~h , 

42,600 

.')3,000 

" 
,, 

Total,.. ................ 338,200 word,.: , 

111111 in~ tanee~ l':tn he cited where the eomhinetl n~o of all thew work~ ar<: 

ne<•essary for the ~ntisfaetory conduct of bnsint"ss. 

16. l t is a ssumed that the object of the Telegraph Companies in de;;iring 

the compnlsor.v int1·o lnf'.tiou o.f and limitntion to t.he B erne Vocahnlarv aim 
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a t tuittimi,i 11 1!· ti'Onul•· lo tbetn,;..,[l·(·:.: iu· d,:!t•t· ting Htlll t·on·ecting- t-rror~ wbieh 

happen w h ile me~~ag-e~ :n·e 111 conrse of tran~mi:<~iou by lhem . 

17. 1 Lelieve, howevl"r, that I am eon·ect 111 ~tating that the eo,[u hook:.: 

at pr~1s.ent. in nsP iu this Colony nre prodncti\'c of compamtive[y littln tro nhlo 

in thi s way: bnt in an~· <' :l~<· mv ('hnmhf'l' wonld tind diftit~nlty 111 re .. og

uiziug- the ju~tire or l!l]llity · of dtt- polie.1· now nmkr tli8en~~iou, whieh would 

in rcalitl' amounl to thf' t•omnHll't•ial t•ommuuity ),ping penalizu,l for m·t•or~ or 

mi~hap~·· tWPlltTing at. tht· hand:.: of tlu• Tol<>gTaph Cnmpanit•;< or on their linP:< 

J.v a reJtl<'lion and 1:m lailment. of' the tdegr:tpltie f:wilitie:.: whidt it lm:.: for 

,_0 m:1ny )'l'ar:.: pu:.:~l·:<:.:<'d, anrl nn whieh it:.: ,,o,]t· ~yslem~ ha"'' Ht iuum:n:<u 

lahnur and ·~·Jst h,;en r·oustrnctPd nnd built up. 

l t{. The ('hamlwr 1\'0IIltl re~pel'lfnlly indte yonr attf'tld.on to the Y:1.rious 

i~sne~-as ntYPt:l.ing- this t•oullunnity- thn:.: in\'oln~d in a r:ompnl:;ory appli

••ariou of tlw 1·oPahn lnn to the pxtra-Enropean system and wonl•l al rite ~ame 

time ask vuur l'orhenn1:we with thP leng-t.hy dPt.ail at which these is~nes ha1·e 

t.cf' l l :.:•·r fnrlh. llw importn1w0 of the f[ttf·~riou !wing; its cx<~n~e.- 1 hnn~. &t·., 

T/,, Srr u ·l tll'!l, 

l\TU::\ .. ITI()X .\1. TLI.f.t:r: .\1'11 Bnn: .1t· , 

llo :\(:Kt> :o>t: G ~::->E H.\1. l ' u.urHEl: oF ('tnDlEI!l'l·:, 

IJo:--!;l\0\1:, :Wth 1'\ovt>mhcr, 189.;. 

lh:.\1: sw.- 1 ban· r .. > aeklloll'l r ;Jge , 11· ith thank s, your lelfer of I he ·2 11d 

iusL:lld 01wlosing cop~· nf a l0tter ll<hlre:.:sed hv y ont· Chamher 10 the Int e rna 

l in11n 1 l'eiPgTaph Bureau, Bt!l'lll', ou llw s uhjt•d . of t-he Bcn1o Telegmph V ocn

h111ar.1·, :tlld i111·itin,!!; tht> eo-opt•t·al'ioll t>f th i ~ Chamhm· ag-ain~t it s app licat ion 

l> L·ing nw•lt! ('l>lllpnbol'.'' to ex tru -Europeall me,;"ag'P". 

11y ( 'omtnirt.Pl' \\'OUJ.J )Ill \'t1 lllllch [>IPOSUI'(J in tll!CL'tling" l!l thi,; ]'(H(Ue:<l 

hatl ~hey 11 ut alre:vl,v forwanh•tl n. prote~ t to the lntern atioua l Tt•l(>g-raplt 

BurPnu nu similnr line~, ll'hieh wa~ al~o signed l.v the Ca.ntn11, Amoy. 

Food10w, ~hang:hai, Jlanko\1' , Tient~ill, II iogo, and Yokohanm Chn mber:.:. 

This prole~t (_r·op,1· of whinh i" enPlose:l ) 1nt:.: (lesp:ttPlte•l on the 26th 

So•pt·emhr:r ln~l. 

.... . 

[ -1.) ] 
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If Jurlhcr action become~ llcee;;:;ary tuy CollllllilLee will he gla·l to 

t•o-operatc in :my ~tcp lltatmny ttppea.r •le~iraJdP to ~l't ' lll'P 1he ohj•·•·l :.:onght.--1 

:1111, &t!. 

1{. l'JI.-\TTEHTO:\ \YJLC'OX . Af'lill!f ,..,·t·rrt·lrtrf. 

.\1.r-:x. (:cxx, E~tj .• • '-.'n'l'l:btr.'f· 

Sr:st• .\l'ot:l-: Gt-:xEr:.ll. Cll.-DII:JOt nF C'o"IJEr:cr:. 

()t-::-ot·:H .\ 1. l'o.~T 01-'Fll .E, Lfl'\ll:>X, 

:?1 ~~ Xm·t·JHlll·r, lH!J.i . 

S11:, - Thc Direcf()l' of ti1P flllernational Telegrap!1 B111·,;au :11 lknw 

ha~ fonYanlcd to thi~ Departmen t the llll' IIIOI'ial ·f.-om the Ch:uul>er:.: ol' 

Commerce at Hongkong, Cm1ton, S~~:tnglw i, Hankoll', Ticut,.:in. Y okohanw, 

Iliogo, Fooehow an,] Amoy, ohjediug- to lite !•u f'on·ed n~· · of rht· {)flit·ial 

\ 'o!•ahnltu·y in extra-Enropeau telcg-nu11~. 

At the ~tunc tiHtc he has pointed out. that lhe l n t( 'l'l»llional B11 rca11 ha~ 

110 authorit.1· to take oftieiul ~~og-ni'lall.l ~l' of' auy repri!>K'IIIa t. ioll" <':\<'t>)'ti u;.!· 

~lll'h n~ pnll'eed fro tu oue or the rouul ries of the C: 11 iou. 

Hal'in_u reganl lo the lengrh of time which tllll~t e lapst·· I>Anre :1 

!'<'ply eotdt[ he reeeivetl from the ChmnlJ('r of C':.~mmen·c eotH:t•rncd , thi.: 

Depur tmen l ha:.: thought that. it wunld he~t he carrying out tltcir ll'i,..!Je~ il' it 

ag-reed at om·e· to acce pt the m enwrial, with a view to its rceeil'i11g· alll'n ti'·" 

eous idL•ration aloul! with the m elltoriab on the ~a nte s nl•.icd whirdt h:II·P loPl'll 

I'CIIt l>y other Cbutttber~ direet' to thb Otfiec. 

I tntsl tltnt iu tlJC eitt'lllll.:tancet< the t•our~P wl.ir:h rl•i" UepartnJet ll h:1 ~ 

adopteo l wi ll lllP.el with the approYal nf thl' Chamhe•·:.: ol' Comlllt> l'l'C or il ll ~ 
Far Ea~t.-I am, &r!., 

Xu . .PJ i,'l-/fi. 

.J. t'. LUill. 

ll•>'\ld\U:\t; GESEIUL Cu.uwr-:u oF l'o~!MEt:u-:, 

HoXUliUN(;, ani .January, lti91), 

~IH,-.1 hal'l• l'ot' ackuoll'lcdgmellt yuur e;;tcem ed eomtuunieati<~ll ol' 

?l ~t 1\oYelllb('r i11fonuing lhe Chatnberthat the Direetorof the l111 nnalioual 

Telegmph Bnrean at B erne h :u[ forwarded to your departlllcnt thn m emorial 

frmu thi ~ :llld other Ea~tcrn Ch:nnlter~ ohj('t·tiug to the ellforl'erl IJ <c or th~; 
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offieial voeubulary in extra-Enropean me,;~ages e:qJI:tiuiug that the Bur<.:all 

had no n.ut.horit y to take (•ogui:r.nnt•e of an~· n•pre~eutation ex<'l:'ptiug- ~uch a s 

proceeded from one of the eonntries of the Uuiou. 

Tbe Cmmni tt.ce ol' the ('hamlJe r nre g reatly ohligc•l for the action yott 

have takm• in rcspc!'l of the nhoYe tHPmorial, nud I am <lin•l'lc•l to tcwler you 

th ei r hest thauk~ for your cnurte.~y attd the eou~iderarion you Jm,·e ~howu, 

in onl t•r to ~aYe time, of M once aecept.ing· the memorinl, and plating it 011 

the ~:ww positiou n~ tho~e of a like rwtu re recein:d from other ChamlHJr~ 

,Jireet, thtt" i u ~uring- it' n •eei,·iug ntteuti n • eouHidemt.iou at the hand~ of your 

,[,:par tnw ut.-1 nlll, &<·., 

'1'/1(' Sccr ctrtr.'f, (;ExEJ: .\ 1. l'o~T 0FFI< ' L 

Lr•xuo:'\. 

J 

F. IIKXDEW:iOX, Sccrl'tary. 

Sunday Cargo-Working Ordinance. Exemption 
of certain Mail Steamers. 

Jlo:'\t ;K()x< ;. 

~Yo . fJO . 

( .'\r>crr trny r~( Statr· to Goi'!' I'Jlnr. ) 

Do\Y SIX<· Snm ET, 

11th .-\pril, l~S95. 

Su~,-1 have the honour to acknowledge the receipt of yout· despat<' h 

No, 9 of ith January las t fonnudiug further correspondence with tiH' 

Chaml •er of C ommen·e regarding- the temporary ex emption of certain mail 

steamers f rom the proYi sion~ of the Sunclay Caq.ro- \Yorkiul! Onlinatll~t· . 

·• It appears frotu the report endo~c,l· i tt your dc:;p:1teh Xo, i of !lth 

.JanmHy, 1H9 4, that only 4 ca:;cs occurred 111 1!:!93 111 w!Jieh adva nt.agc was 

taken of thi :s cxcmptiou. 1 have not y et received a ~ imilar repor t as to the 

working of t he Onl inance in 1894, but nnle~s the cxmnptio11~ 111 that 

year were much more uumerous than in the prc \'iou~ year, 1 cannot see that 

any ~ nffic ient rea;;on cx i~ t ,, for a ltering th e regula tions on the snbjeet of 

aJ s t October, IB93, which were atloptetl after full consit!emtion, The 

exe mption was originally snggcste<l nt the reqne>' t of the P eninHnla1· mul 

Oriental Steam Navigation Company, a;; yon wct·c informecl in my despatch 

~o. 13:; of 3ht Angn~ t , 1R93. 

[ -.li J 

J 
:1. 1 rake th i,- opport unity of iuforruittg· you th at tl te mai l l'Oltlraetti of 

the :Mes~ngel'ies Maritimcs aut! t he l\orth c;· t~rman Lloyd S teanu:r~, c· x il'ting 

at the Jate of the above lllCtt ticHH'<l regu la tio tt~ , were to e :-:pire in .jufy, 1903 

an<! ,July, 1900, re,.;pect i1·cly . In llil' (~a~e of tit~ ML·~~ag-er i e~ ::\Iaritimcs tiiC 

time was ex tended, hy n sn,h~el pt ct t t :<upplt•tneutur.\' contntct to .July , 191~, 

l.ut the exemption a llowed to this <.'ompnuy · ~ ~ teamer,; n utler tho llong kong 

regulati o n ~ woul<l, of cour~e, not ex t(' n<l i•e vonc l the 1·e·1 r ]<")", - I ]1.1, ·(· o . • 
o' ., ( ~\.. f o ( J (._\:~. , 

lL 11. JI E.\ DE, lin· tl1r' ,<:if'crda ry r!f' ::\tab·, 

Go1·crnor Sir \YILLLDL Hon1x ~ox, K.C.JI.G. , 

s~· . , .Jc. 
-- __ __ , ___ _ 

~ 

Transit Passes and Obstruction to Sale of Goods 
at Wuchow. 

\\' 1: c 110\Y-I'l', I ~ I h February , I :-l~Hi. 

DEAH Su:,-1 ha1e l ll~U t l it tfot'lll\'d I"· !!. :\1.',- ..'!.<· titlg- l'onwl at Canton 

that you r ChamlK'r ha " in ten:"t t:d it-<:-lf 11 1 l'l:).:·nr,l l u nn· <'a"r' ag·aiu :;t tho 

Chine:;e oflicial.< here au .J I IH· \ "i,·ero.l· of <.'attl on for pn· Yeuting the f ree ~ale 

or pic~ce-goot!s lLIId co tton yarn at t hi ~ port. For the f'n rt ber iufonuatioJI of 

your memlH! r~ 1 i>l' l,!' l o endo~c ('" !'.'. of a p t·•wlamation o11 the ~ u l 1jeet wltidt 

was i~~ n etl In· the l'rel'ec-t hl're .' .P" tl'l'd n:· :dthong h da f<·•i the prc1·i0118 d:1 Y, 

You will douhtlc:;~ he a l1 le f,, g-et a ht>trt•r lr:t tt,da.t ion of it tha n J ea11 wi;h 

the litnitc<lmcau~ at ll t_l' d i,: p:.~a l. .-\tnun.~:· otlH•t· l'l ting .: , it .-my~ that Chin cH; 

men· :~:utt~ :Jn; a llO\n ·d to tratl(• 1r i1 h ltH', but a~ ~<oo n a ,: the cargo pa,:scs iuto 

uati,·e lmntl~ it wili iH' fii J.'ed 1citlt l el!in owl dni,IJ ay(lin. Tbi~, of eonr,:e, 

plaees m•J in a n· or~c po~i t io n t han I wa .: 11 1 hefon•, a ~ what: merchant wou!<l 

dare to huy f rom 111 c o11 these tel'lil~ !' T he auwuut of w hat they wonl•l ha,·e 

t,) pay i;; not s ta1c. l, and tltc: word ing . I under~tand , ~~ :;o arranl!e<l tha t 

merchan t ~ eau be puni:<hctl in ot her 11·ay:< In· h:w ing earg·o ,;olJ J,y me 111 

their JIO~Se~~iou. .All the t ll ~rehan t ,: look at it i u ~ tlt i:; ligh t and tl~eline to 

hn,v my ea rgo on any c·on ~iderat iott . 

I ha ,·e cla.ime(l a ll a long tha t, ba Ying paitl l'or and received :L Transit 

l'a8,; to l•t·ing my f!'O•l.! " fu \Ytll·liC>I\·, l a1n (' ll li t led to g<.:t tl1cm 1:111tled free 

L. 
~:~-,~----------------------------------------------------.~-~ ----~--------------------------------------------------
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of all ta~e~ anti placed in e~ae tly 1lle ':tllle pu~iliou a,.: ~ i111ilar g-ood~ t"tHniug 

np v i/£ t. he barrri er~ and p:~ yi ng- l.hp loe<d I axe~. An1· inlalltl tln1 ,. after 

lnntlilll-!", whieh applit•:' 1 n the lat1t>r. I 1 hink "hould a.l:'o be pa id it~· the former, 

hut. nothi ug· diff(q"eJJt"ial. 

I t ru st the Chamber will do e1·e ryth iug in tbl.'ir Jl"""' ~ '· lu ~,ufun·c Treat,· 

l'ight~ 111 rllis l'a~<' , a.-, if nol, there \\'ill tw\·et· ag::1i11 h<· ~neh ::<trong proof 

ohtainalJle. :uul the Tt·an~it l';t>'s <fne.,tinn, whil'h i.- ,·ita! fp Briti,;h tl"adl', i" 

tloomeLI fur e1 l'r. 

I ~ti l l remai u hen~ waitiug in:' l ructiun" front H. :\1.'" C'un~nl at Canton. 

- 1 :1111 . &t· .. 

,J()ll~ ANDHE\L 

TIJ The St·CJ'(·/u r.'l of tlt c H •!S<.iKPXG l'IIA\IIIEt: OF l'O)DIEUCE, 

1 r, •:>;c.: r,:o~u. 

lf • • :s~:Ko:st: t rExE tt .u . C tt.\\t Bt·: r: o F l'••)IJIEHCE, 

lfOxl:r;:oxt:, 2nd ~lareh, l1:!91i . 

~11:,-I loan· 1lw lwuou r t.u enef,,,.,., for the iuforrlHllion of Ui ~ E x

Pelletu·y the c;o,·ernor, •:op,v of a let ter )'('l'l'i\"(Jtl frotll :Mr . • Jo ii X ANDHEW, 

tla[e,l \\'uehow -fu lkth F~'IJI'Imry, together with copy of trau:<la.tiou of a 

l'roclamatiou i~:'liCtl by the Prefect of \rutd10w on the 17 th iLicm·. 

In l"imv nf the offieial obstruct ion to the :<ale of ;\lr. A~mn:w',- earg-o 

being- thu:< t·ont inuetl, my ContiHittcc on !"a 1 unla~· tlc:<patcltt>tl to 1hc uohiP 

lonl the SL•t·ndary tor Foreign A tl'a irs I he following· tdPgram :-

" )[a nillC:'~ ~ .\Ll :-,J;l"HL LotHlnll. Sak• good:< Briti~l1 Hterehau1 

" A ~vru-:"· obstnwt cd \Y uehow-fu, \Y c~t Hi ,·cr. Chamber 

" Conunei't·e t•arne.,tl y "nl11nir" r·a:<'' merit" dgorou:< aet ion. 

" L•~tlcr follow:<. 1Icl'ox .\ t.'III E, Chainua n." I lm,·c, &t•., 

H. Cil ATTERTO:\ \\'ILl'OX. Sr•crl'lai~IJ· 

TIIC lloit<HII'ahlc .J . H. ~n: \\' .\ IIT Lot:l\tr.u:T. Cofo ll;,rf ,-,· ... creffl ry. 

Iloxt:K•>~'~ UE~E1~.\L l' • t.uwu~ or (',,)DI EitCE. 

llo~t : Kox". 2lll l .Mareh, 18D6. 

!';!H,-l{l!ferring agn.iu to the ea.:o:~e of l\lt·. ,Juu:s ANI>RI-:\r at V{uchon· .. 

fn, I beg (n enclose herewith copy of a lettei' l'Cl!Ci\·cJ from him, dated the 

18th ulL, fro1n whidt it will 1Jo :;uen that the Wudww anthoritic:<, while 

~~~~------------------------------------------------~--- L • 
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i:<"11i11g· a Jli 'Ot:lamatiou (tran~ lat iun of wh ich 1,; al~o Pllclo,;t•d) lltJlllin:dh· 

anthol'i;<iug ntuh·e merehnuts to tra<IP fr••ely with him, completch· nnllif~· 
that pcrntie"ion hy stating that lr·hin an-I ( 'n;.:tom< <lne,; wi ll be p11 f,;l"l't" l 0~1 
rhP ,!('ootl" I'caehing- tmtivu hHt lll :<. 

I n t'Oil~ <''liH'JH'C of tlli~ r.ommtllli('lltion, my Commi! tt'" on Saturt!a 1· dt·s

pn tehetl thc fol low in)! tdt•.!lTHill to the SP<•rNnr.l· of StatP for For0i!!"11 All'::ir" :-

1 ha n', & , .. , 

( su~ almt'(' fp//('1', ) 

B. <'H .\.TTEHTOX \\"ILl'OX, Srl'retar.'f· 

Hi:< E:-u•dlenc,r \\' • .X. BE.\I"CLEHK, 

H. B. :\[.'" Clutr!fl: d'Affaires. Peki n.u·. 

IJ.o:\G 1\ 0.\" 1~ (~ E:\1:11.\ L (' II .Uit:t::t: OF C'OIDI E!:t' f', 

IroxGKIIXt;, :!ntl ~lnrelt, 18!Hi. 

Dt:.\1! S11:,- Jn ~·on:<eq t ll'tll:t • nl' a l<•ltt ·r J'l't'cin>d from ~Ir. ,l oll ~ A:o.:rJI:Ew 

lltHier tla.tc 18th ultinJO, en t-lo,.iug t·opy uf :• l'ro('lttmn.tion i~~ueJ ltr the Pm

fP<'t the prerions day, "o word1•tl as to pff~:etuall,v nnltify the o><tPI~~iblc rou

"e"sion m:td1•, my Connu irtl~tc tJII Sattn•tht.l; ilc"pn!t•hf'rl the following tl' l<'gra m 

to tlu• Sf't•retan· of !"tat!' for Fnn•ign Atthi r":-

•· :\Ia)'(tll<'"" "" ·' J . !~. · r· • · t•,,, }·.,,n tltJtl. ~· I I J' ' · I . "• . . ... a" g-oot " >l 'llJ~ 1 lll<•n ·ltn.nt 

"' A:o;nJ:Ew ob:<trnct<'d \\"u('how-fn. \Yn~t l{in·r. Ch:nnl•er 

' • Cmnnwn:e P:II'llf?sl ly :<nhmit ,· ea~" nwrits 1· ig-oron~ :wtion. 

' ' L e tt<'r folio\\·~. ~kCoxACH IE, Ch:tinna ll ... 

I Ita\"(• nolifiP<I ~Jr. AX lll:l-:11' or tl t ' t I . 11 te ac tO ll n ..;:en, an. wg you will 

kindly lwn• thP lot t<'r, whit·lt I wk e th <~ lil )('rt ,, to cndo~1 · , forl\"ar1lcd to h i Ill. 

- I am, &t• .. 

IL C IL\.TTEHTO~ \\'I LCOX . S ."('l't·t rtnf. 

E. [f. D. 1•1:.\." EB, E"'l·· 

lf.II.Al. 's Actin[; Conml, Canton. 

IToxt :J\o~t ; G ExEt:AL Cn.utllER oF CO)I 11 EJWE, 

fJ 0:'\r:KO:o<<:, :!nd :\l:t reh, I H~IG. 

D..:An ~m,-1 beg to acknowlt~dge rer·pipt of your letter of the ll'lth 

Fcbrnnry a nd ot' th (' Prefec>t '~ prol'l:tmatiou, wl tit~ h ha:< hren t. rau ~lnlr•d fo r 

th i~ C'hnml.c·r. 
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:\fl· ( 'ommiltt ·(•, 111 •· •>ll:<t•quenet· ol' tin• iufornwtion c.Hllained 111 your 

letter, tPie;.!,'raphetl on the :ZrJt h 1•\•brunry a" follow,; to the Secretary of Rtate 

for Forci.~n A ffair;; :-

( :-,·,,, alwt·.• letter. 'j 

Trn~:ing that you \\'ill ,;non he relicve<l from your pr!',;ent irk"ome 

p o:;ition,-I am,&<,., 

,Ttlll~ _-\. \lli:E\1', E~q .. 

\\'ur·how. 

n. CH ATTEI~TO~ \\'ILCOX, Sr'rretary. 

Jlo\t;Ko:>;t;. (;E\EH .\1. f.' LL ,UUH:Lt OF ('OL~[)JE I!C I·:, 

Il ox<;K o~w. :3nl ~larch, 1~9(). . 

J.\-Iy Lotw .i\l.utQ t; Ess,-1 had the honom, on bel:n lf of thi,; Chamber, 

to ,]e;,:patelt to your Lordship on the :!9th ultimo the following tel('gra.m:-

.. }Im·que,.:s ~-' LL :'WCHY, Lontlon. ~ale g-oo•h British merchaui 

•• ..\\IJHF:IY oh"tL'Het<>d \Y nehow-t'u, \\'t•Rt llin, r. t'bamhPr 

"Colllll\Pn'e earnest.ly "nhmit;-; ea,;e merit:; Yigorous action. 

"Letter fol low,;. ;.\lt{_'o\.ICL-IU:, Chairman.'' 

Your Lord ship wi ll <lonbtle:;s ere thi s be in ret•eipt of the partienlars 

of thi,; <'ase from IT. M.';; Charge d'AffairP~ at !'eking, mul it may now 

:~ nfii ce to briefly !'(Wapitnlate the fn ct~ . 

.Ahout two months ago, l\lr . • JoLt:-.- J\ ;o.; onEw, a Bri ti~h merchan t, left 

Canton in a native lJO:It full of pieee-goods, for wl1 idt he had taken out a 

tran:>it pn~,;, aud prtH'CCUP<l up t iH· \Yc:>t Hin'L' tu \V1whow -fn. On anind 

thc1·e he exhibitml hi ~ pa~~ to the locnl nnthoritie~. aud then commenecd 

hu~inrs~, ,·ery r1uiekly tlispo~ing- of a portion of hi,; cnrgo to nntivc trader~. 

The next dny, how(•,·cr, t b e~c buyer~ informed l\lr. A\llREW rhnt the.v dared 

not take lleli \'C' I')' of the good~. They hnd been iutimidated, a1111 ~a id thPI' 

eonld not. complete their pun·ha~e~ unlnss a proc lamation were i,;H11ed h1· the 

anthoritie~ . [{ep1·cseutation ~ to thn At"tiug Hriti~h Consul nr Canton 

rollowe.l, 11" ho in tn rn la id the ease be fore tlw \ ' icproy . That otlicia. l tlarl.v 

1!cnic<l the intimidation, hut wouhl do not h ing to a"~i:>t the me rehanr. The 

ca~f' wa.~ t ben earl'ied to Peking, wht're presmnal1l.1· M 1'. B~:At:CLI,RK 's efforts 

were ~ucco~5fnl in obtniniug :>ome action, for on the 17th ultimo the Prefec t 

of \\'nr·how i~~ nt'd a pmelnmntion nominall .v ,;anf'tionin,g tratl(' with "Mr. 

~· .. -
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ANDHEW, but the document was ,;o word eel (translation of snmc enclosed, 

together with copy of .Mr. .ANDREw's covering letter of 18th ult. ) thnt not 

one of the native traders wouhl 1·entnrc to take a single paekage. 

As this case 1s one in which there i ~ dear m11l actual proof of th e 

manner in which for many yearH pa~t the offieial~ of the Two Kwa.ng ha\'e 

e ffectually pre,·ented foreign merchants a,·ailing themsel ves of the pridleges 

granted hy Art. XXVIII. of the Treaty of Tient»in, my Commit"tee desire 

me to respectfully solidt your Lonl~hip' s part ienlur nttontion to the facts, an•l 

t.o exprJss a hope that it may inflnence negotiations for the openiug up of 

the \Vest RivPr to for('ig-n t rade and ~teamer na,·igat ion.-I havP, &c., 

A. :McCON ACHIE. C/i((irmrm. 

T he -;\fost .Noble Tm; 11.-tHQUJ·;s~ OF 8ALISnt:RY, 

]~fini.~ter of StnfF for Fo reign A.ffah·s. 

HoxaKoxa GE\EHAI. C'uAMmm OF Co)nm:r;cr., 

l!OSGJ\OXG·, 3rt! Mareh, 1896 . 

Sm,-1 haYc the honour to forward, for the iuformation of Ilis 

Excellency the Governor, eopy of a letter ntltlre s~ed hy this Clwmber to the 

noble lord the Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs in eon t innation of the 

telegram despatched on the 29th ult. in reference to the ca8e of .Mr. J oH.s 

A:mnEw at \Yuchow.-T have, &c., 

R. CHATTEHTO~ vYILCOX, Secretmy . 

Hon. J. H. STEWART LocKHART, Colonial Secretar!J. 

TELEGHANJ. 

" From H. }l. Minister, l'eking. 

" To Chamber of Commerce. 

"Am representing matter to Chinese GoYernment. 

"2l>'t .January, IH96." 

( T1·anslation.) 

l'HOCLAMATION BY CHANG, PREFECT OF WUCHOW -FU. 

The Brili~<h merchant A l\ DR EW has lately imported some goods into 

\Yuchow. I [the Prefect] haYe already exami11ed the same m1d allowed 

them to pas,.., lea1·iug him [the said merchnnt.J ro bargain an•l trade wit.h our 

mer<'hnnt" nnd people a~ they plr·ase. The ~a id foreign merchant, in eoJt ~c-
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<JilUl ll ' \' uf :;"me ~leauwr~ [:<t<~:t lll·l :t nnt:h<::<] c•omiug from the l'il~teru prol'im:e:~ 

[ Ttmg·J ha~ peti 1 ionctl fo r a Pmclamatinn to "lOP the ~mu c. ~a~·iug I hat they 

arn mc•wt to frig-hten ;,nJ pnt a :ilop to [t.mtlc]. But. t.ho retd fa!'t~ arc tb:~t 

tlte,.;t: stcttmers have alre:uly rctnrnctl to the ca~t, a;td ditl not come becuu~c 
of tLc Earopean mnrchant ~cllillg good~ hcrf'. r have now ('('!'Pi\'Pilll tclc· 

g-ram from the Govc>rt~nt··CicncraL .!irceling- HH~ to dc\'i:<e wny~ :w.lme:tlls to 

have thb lll:tth•r propt•rly settle:!. I hn,·c rhe1·efore <hleme•l it a titting 

nmttcr lo i:<.-<lle lili;; l'r"damn tinn. Thi;; is therefore to inform yon [Chinc:<c 

nwrehan t,; :wtl ]J<'opl<~ of ull cln~sc~ J tha t if .Yon are tl<>:<irou~ of bn.l'iag 

Emopean go:>tl~ yon <'all deal with EnropPan mcn•lmnt.s a., vnn think tit. 

Wid1 rcga.nl 111 thf' parngraph 111 the• treaty :•lt'>llt Chirm heing nt lih,1rty to 

l ttke ,:tcp,; hcr~elf tn prcn~ut franJ~ anti the like lanp;nag-<~ tlH'y ha,·c nothing 

t<> ,Jo with Emopcan lllerchnnt.~ at all. The tran,oporta.tion o f good~ hy 

Europc.tn nwrehant~ j,; allowed h,l' trc:tty, an ti you people uceJ not. tlwrcforc 

>"11-pcct that thL'Y arc otl'<~n•liup; ag:aiust the law. AftPr dte goods lmvc hccu 

r rnn:<I'<'ITe•l to the Chinc:<t' mcrchunt~ then lclliu t.axe~ and Cn~tnm" •In<'" will 

IH' rh:tt'!!ed nf'enrding- to n ·.Ltnlation". l>o not di~olu~y this. A ~rwf'ial Pt·n•da-

llll<tinn. 

... 
•J•J. 

Il.l\.~1. l'n:s-~LI .. \'I't-:, 

( '.1:\TOX, ·lth :\lnn•h, JR9ti. 

~ttt,- 1 lt~·g to aeknowle<l!,!:t ' l'<'<'<:ipt of I'Oill' INter ot' r!tP 2utl in:Haut 

11 ,,f{lta inri 11g me witlt the lt'lqrr:un w hit·h yonr Chmnht'r has i'rnt to the 

:\l:trqnrs~ ol' l-'.\u,.:m:t: r. 

Tl 1e l' rf'fPI' t ~ prnelnnmtion, tmn~lation of whieh i,.: entlosv<l, was tclc

)!r:ljlhed 111 ChinP~c to II.~L'" ('hargt~ ti'AffairPs on the :?:3nl Fchrnar_v, nn<l 

a remon~tran<·r: \\':t~ addre:<~c·i t•> the \'iecroy thn followiug da.1· . 

TIH! Yi<·t' l'".''· in a de:<pn tt·h t·~··Pil·t•d y(·.-l<mla,v, defend.~ the prnclamatiun, 

whil'l1 !te n,;~err~ to he in necol'<l:nwe with the T~tlllg-li Yamen's instmctious. 

!l i:; Ex<·ellctu~y fnnlwr d ce.lnrc;: that; o1w c tran~it. pn><...; goo•l,; hn1·c l'en.ehrt! 

the tll·~tin:ttion mentioned in tlH' pa"" anti uf'en sold to ChinP. . .;e, foroigncr,, 

ennnot interferr, 110 mntrc t· what ,[ucs are lcl'ictlon them. 

Tlti.- dorlarat.ion ha~ bf'en f'l'legraphct! to Peking: and rPptirt s will he 

forwarded to the Forf'i !-!:11 omcr•, H.M.',; Lcg-:ttion, Hlld the llongkong 

C o vornmen t. 

... 

K 
Your letter t<J }lr. A~IHtt<:W lm~ U<::.!ll po~tt>J to th:tL g .mLieiu Lll, wil, 

ropurt.•, tunler date FciJnllll ')' 2~hh, t.hat tlwugh the \\'ueiww {I,,tJ..,r,.; a 1•0 Ill ,.q 

fricudly, th!'v d:trc uot enm 1ntrch•>H~c hi~ ).mud•.-I am, &c., 

E. 11. FlL\.SE!{, .1 f'lill ,'l r 'on su i. 

H. CIHTTt·:t{'l'UN \\'1t.cox, E;q., 

:::li'CI'CtiU'!J, IlnXtOI\.0:\\: (;E\'EtU.l. C' ii.Ulla:n IIF c .. lllll;i: •:l:. 

WuCllt.>W·l-T, 11 Lh .\lar.:h, lti!lii. 

lh:.ut ~tH,-1 h:t\'C r.:•:eivcd yoHr letter or :!Id in-;t tUL a:d U.).!; '-·' 

rctum my bc,.;t thank,; to your Committee for tl1c prompt an I pu·.·r.::·;' 11 1 1 dt·;t·a :u 

scut by Your L'Luti nnan to Tier ~hj'.·•l ,.·. :-· •t'l '• •t·•t·1· 1," '"'t· l t' . ['· · .. .. ~· .. •c ,-,_, • .....,. ·u ., l ,-, .,L .] 01 ~ lt!'C!)!:II 

Affairs in refcreucc to the det ~nriu11 of lll_l"odi' and ~ale o t' Ill.'· g-<u b lt~:·.:. 

I nuw k·g· to inform Y<Hil' Connnitt.e<.~ that I h·t\'e rc•'"t' 1· •tl .. [ •tl 1. 1.· • . --·v .... ~~· 1 L~ r+nu 

A cting Con~ul Ft: .\SE!t dat.;,( Canton, ~th iu.o;taur, in whicd1 he •:p·,: _ 

,, Tt} my I'ClllUll:i iTaucc agai.ll:>t. tlw wonliug: or the l' ,·el'eel·~ jli'O(:Ia un ti• >l l 

"the Vicct'O\' replie•l Yc~t.er.[a,· tlct'emlinu· the jll'l)f'l•tJn~t 1' 011 ~. ·111 -1 
• . , .; .~ • • (I.J .... :; aecJt l a:11'•' 

"\\'ith tltc instrnction,.; of the T~aug-li Y<trn~n, :tn•l a-<,; crtin.s that 0 ;1c,• Lran~il 

'' pa,;~ gou .. ls ha1·c reached the dc~tinatinu men tiouc<l iu tl1e p.ts~ :ud k:~ n 

"sol<l to Chiue~e, tlw foreign rnct·eh:wl "annot intl:rferc• n:~ 111att:•r \l'lrat. 

"dues arc leYie.l on them. ·• 

" I telcgmplrct! lii< Exc.:llcuey\ ~ratcmcnh to l\~ kiug la"l night auol 

"hope that the \'ic~ruy, to whom l IJ.III poiuting: ont the illegality uf tlll\' 

"o.liffcn:nlial lt'''.Y <•11 tran~it pa~:> gumb, will he ins li'IWI<·d t11 lmn' a .l'ati,.;l'ac

.. tory proclaumtion b~nc<l without further dcla.,·.'' 

The aho,·e goes clearly t.o Jll'OI' C I hat the J'n:fed ha:; ueeu aetino· all 

along umler the Viceroy's in,.;tructiun,., and my c:tsc i ~ c•>mplete a ~ fa r n s d7:ca

mcn tnry e1·ideuce i,; eoncel'llcll. 

t.o a uisti net heat! aud t lw matter 

The trau~it pa,;:; <[ltc.'ilion 1s uow brotwht 
"' 

t·e~ts entirely \\·ith ller :\Iaie~ tr',; ?llini:;tc r 

at P Pldng whe ther he will or uot in-i"t upon <;ai'l',"ing- nut th<: tre;tt L 

l lrntiL your Cunuuiuc0 will continue to g i1·e thi~ matter the ir \':tlunble 

~npport-a matter of 1·ilal importauce to Briti~h co1mne!·ce b eing at ~take.-

1 am. &c., 

.JUH:\ . \.:\DHE\V. 
H. l'H .tTH:tao· ~- \\'tr · · 1' ., · .cu:..;, . ~sq . , 

.'iCt'I'('{W'/f li :\01'0\' (' r• .,, · u . ' . <: ~E:-.·u~.\1. \.. .li.DtnEn oF Co .1111~: t:cr. 



i 

[ t>-1 J 

K 
l'EKI:Sl;, 16th February, l89o. 

Sm,-I beg to acknowJe,lgc the receipt of yonr letter of the 22nd 

,January rc~pect.iug the int~rfcrence of the Chi!w~e nuthorities with the snlc 

of B!·it i~b goous conveyeJ to 'Vnchowfn umier tmu~it pnss. 

The qncsti,m has formed the subject of correspondence and fre(ptent 

di~cusshn between myself and the Tsung-l i Ynme:1, anti on the 12th instant 

I reeeiveJ a written assumnc~ that the Viceroy at Canton would be instructed 

t.o have a proclamation i~dued at W nchowl'u, de:wly explaining to the people 

tha t they arc at perfect l iberty to purchase transit pas~ goous. 

I have tclegmpheLI tlti:; inform:ttion to Het' .Maje.-:~ty's Cousnl at Canton, 

ami await his report of the result before taking further action in the m!Ltter. 

As to the opening of the West Ri \ 'Or, to which yon allttde in the 

eonclnding pa.ragmph of you r l~trer, I beg to assure you that the question 

cout inncs to rece ive the elo5est attention.--I am, &c., 

A. :\lcCo:s.-~.cmE, E.;q., 

lJO~Gli:OKI:. 

W. TIEAUCLERK. 

Ho:\«KO:-<o GEsEttAL CuAllHEn uF Co~nlEHCJ·:, 

IIo~GIW~, ;, :?Oth .June, 189;j, 

Sm,-The Committee had the pleasure of adtlrc:;:;ing you 011 2.5th 

October last in reference t-o Transit l'aoses, aut! 111 connection h erewith 

poin ted out their intention to endeavour, lty a ~erie:; of ::;mall experimental 

,;hipmcnts to different interi,>r market~, to tel' t how far, mal hy what mean~, 

the protect ion afforded to goods in tranoitu ),y these pa~,;e,; had been rendered 

nugatory by the action of the prov incial Authorities iu Kwangtnug and 

Kwnug:;i . 

Jn rcplyiug to the ubo\·e letter you were good enough to enter very 

fully into t he ques tion in your f~wou r,; of 3!ot Oetober an<I bt ~ovember, 

u.n(i ditl the Chamber va luable Hcn ·ice in itulica ting bow the proposal could 

prohahly ber;t be carried out. 

The Committee much regret th ey have now to inform you that after 

repented trial,; the seheme as suggested hutl to he g iven up, chiefly on 

ttecotmt of th e promised co-operation of the Chinese iu carrying out the t rial 

shipments having entirely failed when put to the test. At first the matter 

was t aken up w ith some show of interest-in Yic w prolmbly of prosr ecti\'O 

K 
pwlhs; but later the fea r of their owu ollieials ~~1nl the po ssi bl e e:m~eqnencc, 

howc nn· remote, of buiug mixed up with foreig ners in s.uel1 a 1·eutnre, seem~ 

to ha1·e taken po~session of them and they withdrew. 

Though nnsucce~:>fnl in (~:urvirw out t he l11'0J>'l"C 1 ~t·hetLl" r t · l h' ' 0 ' ~ ' -' • V fll !'la ~ tp-

ment~ the Co111mit-tce arc not disposed to leltve in abeyance a question so 

vita lly imp:>rtant to foreign tmde as the right to forw 11 rd goo.ls into the 

interior. und~t· transit pa3se~, an< I euconraged hy the iutere~ t you have alremly 

shewn 111 thts matter venture to again ask yonr assistance in e:ttlea vourinO' to 

obtain fmm the ChitJCRf' Govcrument. a fa it-hful fnltiJ 111 311 t of treat\' obl7"'a· 
lions. .. "' 

Some other lllethOll better s uited to test the defect~ of the trau><it p:t:<~ 

system than t.hat attempted nm1· }>e··ha•)s occur to ,-0 11 a 1 · • • t · , • , • m any suggcst.toll 

yon may be pleased to make on this poi nt: will be much apprcciatC'd. 

Mr. K~:SIVICK mentione1l his' intent ion of writi11g- to inform ,·0 11 ot' the 

waut of succes~ attending the Chamber":; attempt~ at t ;ial shipmen~, hut tho 

Committee are in doubt a;; to n:h<'thet· or not he rememhrred t o tlo ~0 heforu 

len.ving.-I haYc, &1· .. 

F. HE~IJEH~O~, ;;t'C1'Ciltl'!f· 

To Bnwx BI~EN .I:-<, E~q., C . .M.<~ .• 

( Cou.fideJetial. J 

H . H. Al. Cousu/, Couton. 

H. M. Cossr;u.n:, 

l' AXTO~, Dceetuber 17th , l i;9.3. 

SIR,-1 heg t•1 refer ~-oil tu prc \ ions corrcspoudcilce that bas passed 

between you and .i\11'. Con~ul BnEx \ X 011 the snb1'ec t ,1£ t 1·an · ' t l . · · · · • , · l:) i. )as&es Tn 
the K wang tnng uud neighhonriug pro\ iu ce~. 

::\Ir. Bim:s".IN's ~ ngge~ liou wa~ that J,y a ~erics of praeticnl exper iment;; 

the fare of foreign merchand ize nnd.:;r t mn~it pa~s ~houl1l be ascertained: 

and also that data should be olJtained ._he witw bv l1o \\' Int1 ·11 th t , , . c e axes un-

posed ou uucertificate<l goods excee<led the nmonnt which woulJ be Je ,·ied 

under _the transit pa:>s >'y ;;tem, n:>:<mning tha t s.n tem t o he \\'or king properly . 

"\our Chamber wa~ quite willing to make the experiment SllO'"'<!S ted h v 

Mr. BnExA:s, but it fonmi t!ifficnltics when it came to carry then~
0

out; au:l 

tllthoug h there cnu be no morn l doubt on the snhjec t, t his Consulat~ is stil l 

without •lcfiuite proof either t!w. t ccrtifil':d.eJ g o•ll1s receiYe unfai r trcalmcut 

-~~--------~-----------------------~.~~~~-·L~--~~-------------------------------
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111 tmu~i lll, o)' that, nftct· tbc_,. lia1·c partcd witb dwir eertilicate at t lte 

jouruey·~ enJ, tlH'Y arc snl•jeetctl to ~pccial taxe~ l'roll1 wltid1 lliiC.:CI'lific·a t t>•l 

goods arc exempt. 

;\l r. ,J oH:\ .\.=-; u ta: w of ll ongko11g ba~ g i n:n 11utic.:e <Li thi~ Con~ulatt· 

that. he will shortly proceed to " 'ncbow tu Kwaug~i on IJII:sine,;>' of h i ti ow11: 

a nd it has ucenrred to me that his ~eniees might In! engage.[ t•J lli~co1·er Ly 

I b t . ·.tl•<l t ' .. ' ' ll!!t,.t l\11< '.<' !tow allll where the transit !'" "'~ per~oua o scrva 1011 .• . . 

brc:tks tlowu . 

Now tbn.t :Mr. HRENA:\ ha~ IJCCII connni~sionetl to t•cport 011 British 

tr:tde, the moment ~eem~ fayonmble for snlJ~tn.ntiating our complaints hy 

eases within our own experience; n.ntl I beg to ~ug-gest t.lvtt Yonr Chamber 

~hould take into consideration the ex pe•l ienry of turning :\I:· . .Asmn:w's 

journey to :ulnlntuge.--1 ha1·e, &c .. 

E. H. FH ASEH,· Acting Consul. 

1 mark this letter "coufitlcntial" Lee:tll"e I han· not nbtnine•l Mr. 

A :o;DI:nv's p:mnission to m.ention hi s naml'. 

T!te C!utirman, Ho:•oH;KOXG (~ EXEI\AJ. Cuuw r. t; oF l'n~nn:nn: . 

Ho :-.- •; t.: ox« (~E:\ EIUJ. l'll.UIJJElt UF Cu)OIEIWE. 

U UI\GlW:\G, ~8nl Decellluer, 1 ~~).) . 

~u:,-1 have tl1e plea;;ure lo aclmowlet!ge t he n·ceipt of your e::o!eemcd 

commrmieation of l itb iu~tant dealing with imnsil passes in the Kwangtung 

and ncighbuming proYiuce~ . 

The Committee of tl1e CI.Jamber !cam wi1h much sat i~ faction from the 

ahoYe fa,·o 11 r that this fJIIC~tion of su<'h great importance, nntl'one in which 

you r [ll'<'<leec"~or~ !m n• a! way ;: e 1· i IH'ed a de<•p i 11 (ere.-! , '" n •r•ci vi ng li ke 

conoidcrntion at yo11r hand~ .. 

The eouteut ~ of your letter baYe bct·n n.·a.! w ith m11eh in terest nnrl will 

recei ve careful a\.teution.-1 have,&:<· .. 

.-\. }!t-CO:\ :\CUI E. Vicc-Ciwirmrm. 

E. 11 . FH.hEH, E~<h 

11. ~II • .Act iuy Conwl, C'rmlu/1 . 

K 
II <>\'1:1\o:o;t: c;EXEI: .\T. l ' li ,UlBElt OF Cu~DIEnCE, 

Hrt\'C:Koxc:, lith ,January, 1R9(1. 

i-lm,-Tb c Conunittce of the l ' hamuPr wi ll e~teem it a favour if yon 

will kindly f11 rni~h thell\ witl1 ~ tll'h partiPul:t r~ as it 1~ 111 yonr powor to 
' ~upply, of the l'OJJOr!c>•l m· tio11 of the CbinP~e in thP. ~e1 7.nre or detention of 

go>•l" bdong·iug· I o :\lr. ,Jon:-; A:\IIJ:I-:1\- whi! P on tiiC' 1\'a.'· !o. Ol' nfl <' l' nrri val, 

nt \V twhow, mulnr I he pro lee:! inn o!' rrn11"it pa~,oc,.:. 

A s tlw prc"lHtt se•·m~ n mo•t fa,·cHtral.k opport11nity of again agitating 

Lho lpte:otion o[ the di,;rf'g:tnl of tra11.~it p:t~,;··~, and t.be Chamber will no 

do:tb~ be e.xpccte•l to ad promptly, the Committee will fee l greatly obligee! 

if you eau make it eon\'enicnt to fa1·our tl1C111 wi th a. 1·cr.r e;irly reply, g iv ing 

full part ien lar:< r rg-nrding the •litllc>nlt ir~s pl:wed in :\Ir. Asnrmw';: wa~·--I 

have, &c· .. 

E. H. FnAstm, E~q., 

If. J l. A ctinq Consul. Ca11ton. 

]1/o. I 0 

F. I!ENDEHSOX. Sm·l'l (l1'y. 

H . B. M. Co:s-~l,jLATF, 

CA'iTOs, 18th .Jaunary, l ts9u. 

S 11t,- l u reply to you r Idler of 1 ith instrmt noncerning the ense of 

l.fr. JOHN ANDREW, 1 am nhle to cc.nunnnieatc to vour Committee the 

following fact~. 

I\h. A~DHE,w look certain piece~gocd~ lll11.kr trnn~it. pa~s in a native 

vessel to \\·uehow Fn. On anivnl there he called on the prefect, showed his 

plu·sport from th is Consulnte, nnd nBnOlllJCed his purpose of disposing of his 

cargo. Ou 2JH! .January be sold a cousidernble part. of his g oods, deli,·ery to 

take pla(·e on 3nl. Dmi11g tl1e night a Cant on lekiu launch nl'l'ived, enrrying 

also, I l;eiieYP, 1 wo well-known deteeti Yes of the Piece-goods Farm heri.'. 

Tho following tiny buyer;; informed .Mr. A~WREW tha t they hml bee11 

threateuecl with pro;;ec11tion it' they bought his goods and ~ tate•l that, withont 

an oificial proelamation, they dared not e:m·_v out !'heir engagements. The 

threats were, so fnr n~ I can learn, 1·crbnl only. The Yieeroy nnd his 

advisers s toutly deny tha t nny intim :dation h:J'< !:lk<'n plnc•e nntl rpfuRc to 

orclc>t' I hP if~llc> of n proelnmntion. 

..... 
~~~~----------------~----~-----------------------. . .--------~--------------------------------------------~ 
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}lr. Al\Dl!EW remains on his junk, most of his :<ernwts having fletl ; 

and no seizure or detention of his cargo hns occurred. The lehin charges, 

howcn~r, ~hould he wish to bring his goods back, m:e some tnels 250, niHl 

no o11e in \Yuchow Fu dare eyen warehon~e his goods. 

The Chinese-ownell s team launch that illegally t Hve l .Mr. A:.oREW'.:l 

junk to \Vnchow Fn has bee:1 co!Jfiseated, and strict orders hnve been issue(! 

against the hiring of lannehes to foreigners bonncl for the " ' est Rh·or.-I 

h:we, &c., 

E. H. FRA:_\ER, Acting Cons~tl. 

Thr Src1·etrtr,1J, HoxGKONG GENEUAL Cu,nm~:n OE' Co~DIERCE. 

l-IO!'iGKONG GENERAL CHAltBF:R oF CoMMERCE, 

I-IoNGKONG, 21st .T:IIlnnry, 1896. 

Sm,--1 beg lcaYe to forward for the infonnntion of His E xcellency the 

GoYernor copy of a lett.er receiV'etl hy this Chnmber from H. B. M.'~ Acting 

Consul at Canton in reply to a eommnnication addressell to him relative to 

the latest ra~e of ofiicinl ohRtruction 111 Kw11.ngtung in rcgnnl to foreign 

trade under t rnnsit pa ss. 

The information obtnincd by Mr. FtUSER point~, it will he seen, to 

eollusion between the Piece-goods Guilll at Cn11ton aml the leldn official~, 

nntl while the Yieeroy vigorously denies that any intimidation has taken 

plnce he ns firmly declines to issuo a proclnmatiou to reassure the dealers. 

1f it be trne , as the Acting Cons ul bel ieYes, that two d.ctectives in the 

f'mploy of the Piece-goods G uild left Canton for \Vnchow, antl, as a sequence, 

the buyers of Mr. A.:mnEw's c:u·go were next dny afraiol to tnkc delivery of 

their pmthm;e~, it cannot he donhtctl that t'lw intimidation exiitcr.l, the 

a ~F.manees of tbc P rovincinl Go,·ermoerot notwirhstautling·. 

J n Yiew of the attitude as,;nmetl hy the Kwangtnng (~o,-crument. on this 

nnd nil preYion8 ocrn~ion s iu connection with the trade under tmnsit pass 

arul the le,·:; of preferential duties on trade, my Committee most strongly 

and eanw~ tly snggeF- t tloat the only means of ~eenring the above named 

treaty 1i glot~ is to prl'~" for the immediate opening to foreign tnHle mu! 

navigation of the porh of the West River. 

J!Iy Committe<>, h:ning rcgaru to the urgenty of the ease, yesterduy 

telev,rn pherl ns fo llows to H. B. M.'s Charge rl'Affnires nt Pekiug- :-

" Rriti ~h }finister, Pekin~!' . 

[ ;)(} J 
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'' Snle of British goools nBt!er tTnnsit, pass imerfered with at \Ynehow 

"Fn Chamber of Comm<>rf'e enrJw~t.l,v ~<olieit.s prompt aetiun in 

" mattPr. 

"JfcC'0NAOI!E, Cl~rtinnrm." 

Tmsting that His Excellency the Gol'ernor wil111.lso tnke np the case 

anli thi'Ow the weight of hi~ influence into the ~Pale to prOPIIl'f' the enrly 

ees,.;ntion of the~e in tr•rfl'I'CIH'C~ with treaty right~,-- I hn n', &r., 

H. CHATTERTO~ WILCOX, Secretory. 

The Tfononrnhlf! .T. IL ST E.WART LoCKIL\ItT, Cnlnnirtl ,<;,.'pcrctrtr!f· 

lln:w: KONG GF.XEit.\1. CIIA~IIIEn OF co~DIF.I:CE, 

IJoxlilHlX•; , 22oul .}alnnu·~·, IR9(i. 

Stn,-- On the 20th in,.;tnnt, the Committee ol' this Chmnlwr, rC'ganling 

the quest ion before them a~ one nf pn·,.;~i ng- impnrtarwe, reqnc~ted mr to 

trlegmph to yon n>< follow~:--

"British :Miuister, Peking. 

'"Sale of British goods under transit pass iu terfere(l with at\\' I H.: how 

"Fu C'hnmher or C'omnH"f'C(' CHI'll!'~lly :<oli .. it~ prompt. antion in 

"mnttl'r. 

" Jii'CO!\AC'IJII·:, Clzairman.'' 

To wllit~h we thil'l li\Ol'lling rer·ei,·cd the following telegrnphie rnply :-

" C'hamher of CommPrc~·, Hougkong. 

"..\m rq1o·e~en ting mntter to Chinese Gm·enuneut. 

,, BEAt;CJ.F.RK." 

.My Committee tle~i re me to express their thanks f'ot· the promptitnllc 

:tllll courtesy ~howu in the alun·e neknowlellgmcnt. 

The ea)<C of Mr .• Tons AxoREW, which ha~ no doubt heen laid before 

you by H. B. M .'s Acting Consul at Canton, afl'ords, in the opinion of this 

Chamber, one more coudncing proof of the clcterminatiou of the Kwangtung 

official s to ~<O hnlHlicap foreign trnde with the interior hy tlw impo~ition of 

exre~sivc lellin il~ to Yirtnally render it imposs~hle. • 

lt appears thnt Mr. ANDUEW sold a con~idcru.Lle portion of hi s goods 

nt Wuchow Fu soon after arrival, bnt on the following day a lellin steam 

l:tunch ha\'in g- lllf>:llltime nrri,·ed fmm Cnnton with tno reputed detectiYeS or 

~~~~~--~----------------------------------------~-..~---~--------------------------------------~---------
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tltt' J'il't'l·-good:; (-;uild at that •·ity oil hoartl. the l>it\· er~ declared that th(•\' 

hncl hcrn 1 hrt•n tPnc·d witil prosr<'ll t ion n ucl tlf'l' lim•tl to tak11 ueli 1·rry of their 

pnr<•ha~L'S from fear of tilt• •·on~oquence~ Ill! lP!'!' a prot·lam:ttion Wf'rt' is m<•tl 

allowi· 1g them to huy the J!'Oud~. The Kwangtnng (~o\·erunwnt. , following 

their n~11al tnetic~, flatlY d1mied that any intimidation hnt! hrrn n~<'.l, atHl 

fir~nil· refn,;1•11 to j,;~u,• n pr•,..J:unntiot1 ro 1 'Pa~,:nrn till' tratlt •t•,;, :~. t tlw ~ame 

time.t•on~i,;t t•utly ignoring tltt· imyll'dintt•llt,; plnt•Ptl in the w:1_,. of ~l 1·. A\'nnr.\\· 

hY till' \\'nehow anthoriti<·~. 

}! 1· ('ommittPP ,(p;irP mr to point out that the JWr~i,tPllt ho~til it y of the 

(; 01·rr1;nwnt of t ill' Two Kwang to the f1'PC exerei,;e of ilw right of tr:ulc> 

with the intPrior ],y HH'all" of tnw,;it pa~,;e,; i" of its<·ll' nmplt> jn~tilic:ttion for 

tlw tktnand pnt fo:.\\-anl for the opening of rlw \V""t Rin·r to l'oreigt• ~ll'alll 
naviglltion anti tmdc•. l 'n t il thnt prh· ilq!·" io ol>tainP•I there i~ not, in thrir 

opinion, tiH· ,J ig-ht 1 ~ .-t ehant~e of trl'at.v right>< hPariu~ upon inl:nul trntlle 

hcin~r e,·e11 partially exPl'l~i~ctl in the ~onth of Chinn, :uul they tlu·refore ,-cnture 

to hopl! rlmt the pt·f'~<'nt. inf'itlcnt: wi.ll ~pn·e to l'~talo l i~h that •·onviNion in 

the mind~ of II (·r :\laj<·~t<~ (~o,·enlm<'llt.---I have, &t•., 

A. :\Id '0:\" AC H lE, Vice- C!,ldnJum. 

To Jli ~ ExPP!It~ll<'." \\' . .X. lh:.\l'L'LEI:K, 

11. 11. . 1/ .\~ Cllltl'f/f d'.·l.ffrdrcs, Pckillff· 

Su:,- Tite :\Jnrqni:.: of S .\I.l~t:l ' HY has l'l'l'l'il'ctl \ ' 0111' tdeg-mm of the 

:Wth ultilllo •·alli11g altPnlion tu tiH· ol"tnwtion of the ~nle of .Mr. ANI>Rr:w's 

goods at \\' tH'how Fu. 

I am t!irPt•t r tl hv Jli~ Lonlship to inform you in roply that the cn~c 1-' 

h<·itw dealt 11·ith hy the At·tillg British Con~nl at C'an to11, \\'ho i~ in com • .., . 
nutni•·ntion with Il•·r :'lbjt!~ty\ Chnrg-l- tl'.-\tl'airc~ n.t Peking on the ,;n\ojeet. 

:'llr. BE .\ r:cl.f.Ht-\ hn s h<·<·u [!'kr.J to n•pnrt tlw re,.. ult of the n!'tio11 tnkeu 

h\' him in tlw mattPr.- l:nn, ,'\:,•., 

T. 11. SA ~DEHSO~. 

Tlu• ( '/l(lirmo/1, ]j,)XI ;K 0~r: Cfl .n!I.:Et: 11F C'n\Dif.IH'E, 

L ()I J 

i. 
An Ordinance to protect in cert:tin ca.sas rights of 

p1•operty in Telegraph Mess:tg·es. 

A B1LL 

l::O.TII'I.IW 

An 01\lin,wc~: tu s:cur~, in c3rl.tin c t~Js, lh~ !'iyhls of Jii'Jj_),?d:J w td~:;raphic 

·messages, and to pl'ev<lnt th~ forJdt!f a•d im)r.JpJr disdosn1·e of tcle:JI'am~ . 

WHEREAS it is m;peJient to secure, lll certaiu Cdses, the right~ of, 

property in t<:!legraphic messa~es, and to pre\·ent t.ltc forgt.:ry aut!, 

improper diselosure of I elegt'<tms. 

Be it enacted by the Governor of Hougkou~, l.oy <Lntl with the a<h ice 

auJ cons<:'nt of the T"egislative Counci l thereof, as follows: -

1. 'l'his Ordinance may Le citetl for all put·poseH as 'l'h~ Teleyr.tphic 

Messages Ul'dinauc~, 18!N. 

2. \Vhenevet' a11y me~sage, tmusmittc:l hy telegmpb fro :n anv place 
outside of this Colony, ~hall Le receivr)tl IJ.)' any pct·8ou, a~sot:i<'tit>n oc 

company iu this Col0!1y, for the purpose of publica.tion in any ne\vsp:tper, 

or l•y printeJ circular or otherwise, to auy limited uumhcr of persons, 

meml.Jers of or subscr ibers to any such association or compn.ny, nv person 

whether <L member of or subseriuer ·to such a,ssoci<~tiou or cou11•any, or uut 

shall, without the con~ent in writing of sncb pci·son, association or t:t> Htp:wy 

by wl10m s uch message sh all have ueen recein;d, print or puhli~h in any 

ucwspapcr or 111 any let~et· ot· circular, Ol' other printeJ or written cvi!J

munication s uch telegraphic message, or the suustauce thereof, or :tn v 

extract thereft·om until after the expiration of a pcrioJ of thirty. :; ix hour~ 

from the time of the fir:;t pulJlication of s uch mess:tge by the pcr::>vn , 

association ot· company t·eeeiving the same. Pn.ov.IDED ALWAYS that s uch 

protcctetl period sh;tll not extcud beyond fvrty-c ight hour:> rn)Jll the tim e 

of the fi rst receipt in the Colony of sneh tuessagc. _\. ;-; 1! PR On DED l' URTHER 

tba,i the puLlication of an.v :;imilar message lawfully received in like mauuer 

Ly any othet· p et·soll , asso<.:iation or eompany, hy such other pt' rson, 

a~so<:httion or compan.v :shall not be Jeeme•l or lakcn to J,e a publication 

of I}UCh first mentioned message w!thiu this Ortliuancc. 

3. If auy person print Ol' publis h or cause to be pri•1t1~tl or published 

auy tua.ttet· contrary to the provisions of this Ordinance he ~hall, upon 

conviction hcfore a Magistrate, be liaL!c to •~ penalty u ot cxcceJing $10:) 

l 
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for the iirst. offenca a.u•l tu a pem~lt.y not exceeuing ~iOU for the secouu and 

every su1sequent offence, and m eithe1· Mse m default of payment he 

shall be liu.ule to imprisonment not exceeding t.he scale provided by section 

57 of 'l'he ~fagistrates Otilinrtnce (No. 10 of 1890). 
4. Eve1·y telegmphic mess<tge iu respect of which t.he protection of this 

Ordinance is claimetl shrtll be publisheu with the bea.ding "By Telegraph," 

and shall state the ,late aud hour of its receipt in the Colony and of its 

publication, a.nd >:uch sbttement shall be pi'im,i. facie evidence of the times 

of the receipt and publication of such message. 
5. In any prosecution under this Ordina.nce the production of a.uy 

document which purports to be a telegraphic message duly and regulady 

issued by rtny telegraph office iu this Colony on its customary form shnll be 

ptim,z facie evidence that the messn.ge contained therein was rereived m 

this Colony by tclegritph, fr•)lll the place therein mentioned to the address 

of the person, a.ss0<:ia.tion or company therein named and was duly delivered 

in this Colony to such person,. association or company. 
6 . . Every person who f,Jrges or wilfully and without due antho1·it.y 

alters a telegram or utters a tdegmm knowing tho same to be forged, or 

wilfully and without due authority altered, or who transmits hy telegmpu 

as a telegmm, or utter as a telegt·am, any message or communication which 

he knows to be not a telegram, shall, whether he had or ha.d not an intent 

to d efraud, be guilty of a misdemeauour, and sba.ll be liable, on summary 

conviction, to a fine no t exceeding $50, and, on conviction on information 

in the Supreme Co.urt, to imprisonment with or without hanl labour fot· a 

period not exceeding twelve months. 
If any p erson, being in the CUIJ•loymeut of a telegraph eompau~· as 

ddined by this section--
Improperly divulges to any per:ion the pmport of any telegram; such 

person shall be guilty of a misdemeanour and be lit\ble on summary 

conviction to a fine not exceeding $100, aud on conviction on information 

in the Supreme Court to imprisonment, with or without h:ud labour, for a 

term not exceeding one yeat·, or to a fine not exceeding ~1,000. 
For the purposes of t.his section the expression "telegram" means a 

written ot· pl'intecl message or communiration sent to or delivered at a po&t 

office, or the office of a t clcgr11oph company, for transmission hy telegraph, 

or delivered by the pos t office or a telegraph company as n message or 

communication tt·ansmitted by t elegraph. 

[ G:\ J 
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'1'1 ' . 1e express~ou "tele,;t·apl.t l!Olll!J:1ll,Y" tU•Hns <tli,Y cumpa.uy, cvrpomtion, 

or pet·sons c:'!.rt·ymg on the httsiness of sendin;:r teleg 1'<tm~ forth·~ puhlic 

unJer whatever authority or iu whate\'Cr m'tnnet· such cotup;tny, •:orpor,ttion, 

ot· persons m:ty act or be constituted. 

Camphor Contl·acts. 
Hosr.Kox<;, 20th .July, 11'5!).). 

Sm,-We hcg to Lring tue following nmttct• to the twtiec of the G-.:ncml 

Chamber o!' Commcn:e atul to ask its iuten·eution with ., Yicw t 1 • . . , o gc t.lllg 
tlu~ rpwsuou settled for tlw futnn:. 

. Y<:n are 110 doubt aware that Fom1o~n <:amphor has been a great export 

arttelc ft•om Hongkong tu Ure:tt Britain ltnd to the Contineut and that. the 

hnsine,;s in thi,; arti<·le ha~ ~teadilv incr·•asl•d For ·n·tn" ,·en . t 1 • - · • • , J • ..n; pas con racts 
were mntle between lnl\'cr~ (un~t·h· Emvlle·tu 'trul l'•tr"ec fit·rn" 'J 1 11 . . . · ' ' " ~ aut se ers 
(Chinese) ou the ba:;is of a l.'hine;;e f1irm, 1:opy of which we beo· to enclose 

herewit.h (a) for yonr guidane:.·. J t ha~ hc('ll the cn~tom to suppJ;. origiunll v 

packed Loxcs from Form:l~:L weiu·hitw he!WC"Il g-) ntl<l 10-) 'ttt' . .tt .l l"" r:. .... ' u • c~ . Le~ ne . . , anl 

up to now 110 tlisputes au:JIIf the wcio·ht h•tl•e el-"1' 'LI'·I~"II Of I t I . o ' c ' • ~ • a C, IOWC\·er, 
ow~ug to an cuormous ritic brought ahont hy a powerful ~ymlieate in London,. 

wluch ha:; atl vance .l the ndue here In· ~0 to 90% tl Cl · . . ' o' le JIIIC~c rcpJatedl v 
tnctl to palm off lroxe" containitw oulv (j ·) '"0 ~ .- . tt' , h : ,.., • • , 1 , 1 •> c,t res or t crcabonts 111 

fullilmeut of their old contract~, cau~ing thereby Jots of trouble~ mHI heavy 

]OSSCS to the bU VCl':' who h11d ,.;oJtl h1· \\~eio·ht i n llel' Jll,nll) tot) · ]' • • o ' . • •.. , ' · 1e1r c tents nt 
home. 

In l:illch in~ tarwc,; the lwxe:; were hlll[lcP•tl 1, -1'tlr , ·oo 1 1 1 .r b ' ~ ' ' t urH eau oxes 
opened and part of the stuti taken out of the t.1oxe . <JI' il 1 f · ~, 1e 1oxes rom 
Formosa were packed <[ll it c differentlY to what tlrn1· tl "e<l to 1 f 1 . • ,. •·. ' 10 ormery, 
that IS to say, the~· were pncked eon,;iderahlv Hlltallcr 

Iu an nction, which l\l e~srs. i-'Inl~"F ~· ~ l ' , ·1. tl k · ~ . · " · · ·· ' · ,, . . eee11 y too · llgmn~t 

Hml\. F.E, the Pnisue J llllgP, M r. T. Srmcomm SmTH, decided tlrat there wn~~ 

no brcaeh of contract on part of IILII KEE, who ·aelircrcll140 piculs in 200 

boxes only instead of about 200 piculs, as thP t•ontrart Jll'ovided fot· 200 

boxc~ only ntlll uot fua· 200 pieub. 

-~------~----------~------~--------------~·~~-j~~~----------------------------------------
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Funuo~:t camphor will aL all time., l.Ju ~lll>jedtJtl to J'ro '[IICilt art.! Yiulent 

flnetnatious, arul it' the pre . .;cnt ~y~tum r:; not e!ulll)!;C l th l' l'hi11e~t · will either 

tlelin•r short-weight, or on;r-weight, h~xe,; :te:,unling In lite Slat!' oJ' tire lll:tl'k\:1. 

In a ri~ing 111al'ket llre.r will supply smalll.Joxe;; nf 70 eattie~ or thcnml.Junt,;. atr.l 

in a decliuiug mrrrket they will supply large bo.l'e:; of 110 eat.tie~ or tlrcreal.Jout:;. 

In order tu pnt :b stop to this triekish behaviour on the pnrt of the Chinc;;c 

a mcctiug of firms httcresle Ll in the camphor trwle was lwld oa the lOtlt 

in:;taut awl :b resolution passetl by eleven tinu5 repre;eate I, that. from ant! 

after the l~t Angnst those firms will refuse l <l rwdw f11rthcr e'Jntr-.tcts ·on t he 

hasis of the Clriucse form and will substitute the ~a;ne hy tire form attached 

(b). Ho11·eror, hefore tlri:< form of eontmct cnu Le put in furce the eont.litio11s 

~lipulatcJ therein mnst be Lluly ;;aHctionelllllul approYe.l of by the l'lmmher 

of Conuueree. It rs with thi;; cntl in \' ie11· that \\'0 hcg lca,·e to ~olieit the 

]H'ompt intervention of the Chmnbar ill this maUer·, allll w e ~houl. l feel greatly 

obliged hy your informing ns whether the Chamber will sanetion allll up

prove uf this new form of contract, so that WJ m LY not ;f.'• th3 firm'<, who 

ha,·c agreed to the new ba,i!; as per ein•nl:tr cnclu~c:l (t:) .- 're arc, &c., 

CAHLO\\"JTZ & Co. 

F. lh:xnE t:so:-;, Estt-. 

SPCI'Cllll'f/, IIOXGKOXG 

<)·c .• 

UE:><tmAL CHA:UllER OF Co)DIERCE, 

-~·c -f·,.·. ~ ., ~ 

[Enclosure ( bj.J 

CoXTLL\ f'T :-I u . 

............. . , .......... .................. .. I ~~ 

The cotdirm having bough t of 

,l[cssrs. ............. ............ ... ........................... - ..................... ,_,,,.................... .................. .. .. . ..... .......... .......... .......... . ........... -

the nmlennentioned gooJ~ 011 conditiuu, a~ foll ow' : -

............................ ...... ·--·-··----------···"" ... .. .. ...... _ ....... - ___ ........................ ....... .. ... ... - .. (lead-l iueJ) Origiual 

l ' ASE~ .Foruw~a Camphor eontaining ai.Jout n:\E pieul 

uett per box (i. c., w e ight to be uot les~ tha n 9.5 cattics 

aut! no t more tlmn 10.3 ca ltie~ averag e ul'tt l'ur box). 

[ ();) J 
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Any di~plll!• . .; :rri~ing nul or thi~ ('OIIIr:w t. hl bt' ~t· ttl t•d J.:r 

arhitr:ttion Ill Ifungkong. ar·h itrator~ to hP nmninntf'd h.'' thn Ifongkong 

C'hnmhf'r of Cmnmen '<'. 

To 

Payuwut : 

Bro k <·r : ........... ..... .... .... ................ ..... .......... ....... .._ . .......................... -· 

iloXGIW:\0 GEXEH.H . CnA)IJI}:U OF co,DIF.RCE, 

lln:'< G KOXe, 25th ,fnly, 189ii. 

Jh.\r: ~IR;;,-H<· ,·crting to your f a YOlll' of 20th instant, !dr.l':uly at·know

lr!d!-fl'd, haviug r~.ft·rcurc to the purchase nf <·nmphor, a11d rn eonncetiou 

therc\\·ith to rhc ditlicultiP~ tltnt Iran' n·ecnlly ari~eH throngh the nttcmpt. to 

tl!•lil·cr p:wkagc;: dt>fil'il'ttt 111 weight, l haYf' now tlw plen~ttrf' to :ul rise , ·ou 

tha t rom ll'l tPr, tngPth P. r with f'llt' i osu;·p~, Wt'l'<' duly laid h!'for(' rh P ('nmmi;lee 

M the ChnmhPI', 

I :1111 •lin•dt••l to ~talc, forth(· information o f your g ootl ~ch· es :mJ the 

other ~igunlorir~ of the tlocmncut dnt c<l 13th .Tuh· ltimling thcms ch ·c;; to the 

adopt.ion of the c·onlmd form therein refetTC<l to when pureha!'ing camphor, 

tlmt. the Committee lru\'c given t he eonditions of that i~outnwt form their 

e:uefnl attf'nt ion, aud thPy <·on~ider it a \'Cr~· fnir :lthl rensouahle trgrm·ment 

to ho cutPred iuto hetwccn, buyers and ~ellcrs of camphor. 

The Committee lll'(• ph·n~ctl to ncecdt• to yom request l>y s tating tunt 

thr propo!'f'd 11cw i'OIItml't fo rm mePt~ with th<'ir entirP npproYni.- I ri'mnin, 

·h·., 

F . ITE~DERSO~, ,r..'er1·rtary. 

:\I t'' ' "·'· C'AHLOWiTZ & Co .. 

Ilo:-;c.K O:\'c. 

-~~~~~--------------------------------~.-----~~~-----------------------------------
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Preferential Duties gr.mtei on Junk-c£trried cargo. 

( l:'.t•trw·t j i·,-,111 J[r. TVJ/1 . A'e.~w .;cll's l !:ltrr '(l :!Jtlt Jfrl,ll, l ·S.'I!i, lo llrr 

Jhrirst,1;'s St'l'l'f'flll'.'l o( Stalt• fur t/11; ()olnni,.s .) 

The ChamLer of Commerce l.Ht~ also 1lesired me to hring to the notice 

of the Gov~mm~nt the qnestion of preferuntial 1lntir>s accordetl t ~> go:-ds p er 

nati\'l~ vesseb by the Chinc~e A.uthorit-ic.;, a:d the i.np Jl'taaec of freeing the 

Colony from thi~ differential 1li~ahility which places fnn•ign-ol\•ne l sten.:n9r~ 

nntler a manit'est disndntn tn,gc. 

DoWXIXI; STREET, 

31st May, 1 H9ii . 

1:-;m,-1 am 1lirr>etcd hy the l\!arq ne~s of Htl'OX to aeknowle:lge the re

ceipt of your let ter of the 25th ins tant respecti ng the openi.ng of t.he We.;t 

River to Rl'iti~h tmue and the preferen tial 1lnties imposed at Canton Ill favour 

of cargoes carried in jnnb. A copy has heen commnnicntcd tn the Fore ign 

Offic<>.-1 am, &1· .• 

ED\YAHD FAIHFIELD. 

0 
Navy League. 

(·1 EX EHA L C u.uti:Er. (H' C~notEuct:, 

Ifn:-;m.:o:sG, 29th Angn~ t, 189i) . 

SH:,-1 lwn~ the lumotll' t~> ut·knowlctlge the receipt of your c~ tcemed 

·c~ t 1• 011 of " tl1 J111,· ' llHl necom1mndng tlncnmen t~, hriug·ing to the c.\om nlli.lll 'u ;.1 · t: .., , ~ • .. 

notif·<• of the Clmmhcr the uim~ an<l ohject ... of the Na,·y League and 

f l ()f' n, ~t·JO!l mi!!. bt I)(' tnk<'ll tow:m( ~ fnrfhcring the ~uggc~ting, i approH' I .. . . . 

ohjf'<'li' nf th<' L f'ag nt •. 

[ G7 J 
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Naturally, it did not occur to you, whcu addressing t he C l..t n.mbcr of 

Commerce in a British Colony, that it would he other than constitutionally 

British, but ~uch is really the case, the Chamber be ing a cosmopolihtn body, 

embracing in its membership several nationnliti e~. Under these circumstances 

it will appear evident. to yon that howeYcr mnch the Navy Leag ue may 

commend itself to the Bl'itish member;; iwli;·itlnnlly it i,; not n <ptest iou which 

t:he Chamber can deal with ns a hod.L 

It appeared to the Committee of this Chamhcr that the most effecth'e 

way of tlealing with your letter wonld he to transfer i.t to the Hongkong 

Rrnneh of the China Association, which has been done, anti the nnclens of a 

local Navy League alrca1ly formed, of which full pnt·ticnlars will no doubt be 

forwarded hy Mr. i\frTCIIELL, Honomry Secretary p1·o l l'm .- I have, &e., 

A. M cCOKACIHE, 1'ice- Chairmau. 

A <lmiral Sir R . V£sEY H.nnLTON, G.C.B., 

T!te 1\?m·y League, 1-3, Virtm·ia Street, 

Lmmo:s, S. W. 

"THE N AVY LEAGUE," 

13, Y ICTOlllA STREET, 

LoxnoN, ~. W., 3rd Oc tober, 1895. 

Sm,-1 am lle~ired by ~ir V f:SEY HAMILTON and the Executive Committee 

of the Navy Leag ue to acknowledge the receipt of yom let ter of Ang m;t 29th 

last. 

And I am .furthermore 1lir<'eted to tlmuk you mo~>t. cot·dially for your 

net.ion in haudi ug the COJTl'>')lOtHlence to the IJongkong Branch of the China 

A~sociation . 

It 1s with the greates t satisfaction that your information as to th e 

format ion of a Rrn nch of the Leag ue hy that A~<soe iation is noteu, and with 

the most gmteful thanks of my Executive Committee,-! mn, &e. , 

Wlr. CAINS CHUTCHLEY, SecTetm·y. 

To A. M cCONACiliF., Esq., 

T"ire- C!tairman, H oNOIW1\'G CHA)!BER OF CmDI ERCE. 

1 ' -- -· ~---"""~~~-~-----------~ '~~~~~~~~~-------------------------------------------------------------~~~~~~u-1'~~ ~ n~ 
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Coinage of a BJ'itish Dollat• and action taken against 
" Chopping·" of same. 

!In:.;• ;Iw:-on Gt::-<ERAL Cn .umER OF Co~D!EHC}:, 

Ho:o.-ntw:-w, 2an! April, Hm.:;. 

Sm,-The Chamber rel'ently learnd with mueh sati:<faction that ller 

).fnjeM.y ',; n 1 h · i ~c· 1·,;, .lonhr:ess ly actiug on t.he !<nggestion of the mercantile 

eornnwuitie,; of Ilongkong and the Strait~ Settlements, had recnmmentled t.he 

mintin~ of a Briti>d l t!ollar wbieh will :-<hortly hPeome a legal tentler in 

hoth pJacp,;, In connection w ith tbi" subject. t.lw Committee request you will 

hl'ing to th e noli <'c of His E:otecllcn<'y the Govenior, who from the fit·M 

inte;p,.; ted himse lf in the snggcstc:l coinage, and who was good enough when 

en1Tc.~p01 H l ing with the llomc Ant horit ies to ad vt wat.c it.;; adoption, the follow

jug resolutiou pur l'onnml hy ::\Ir. T .• TA C K:iO:-i, ;;er.ondcJ hy .Mr. G. SH.\HI', 

aud nunuimon;;ly adopte1l at a gPner:tl mec!ting of tlw members of the 

l'hamhc:r heltl ou 19th iust:mt. 

· •That thi~ Chamber regard~ the lltln•nt of the British dollar as an oppor

tunity for plariug the c•fiJTetwy of this Colony npnn :t snt isfaetory footing; 

that ;1 ~ a fir~t ~top !'l'eJ')' mean ~ ;;honhl he acloptetl to protcd the new coin,; 

from t!Je fooli ~h prae l'iec of' "hoppiug anti defacing dollllrs, ana tha t the 

Uon·1·nme11t he 1 '!11Jllf'~tPtl l"· thr ConunilfPO of the Ch amhcr to lcgi~late in 

1 hi :' ht>half." 

It i ~ c.<senrin l that t.he Dolla r ,;h01dtl he left perfeetly untrammelled, nn•l 

th o Commi 11ee eannot hut regnnl wi th ,]i»fa vonr ;;o rctrog ratle a me:~~nre as 

making le!!:tl its 1\efaccment hy t.he C hinese motlc of "ehopping," as ill reportetl 

to ha,·c heen ~nggcstctl to H t>r )fajesty ';; Go1·erumont. Legis la tion shonltll,e 

in the direct ion of :ttlortling to the r oin protect ion again ~t snr. h mutilation, 

the effeet nf whil'h will he to render it nse)p;;,; a s :1 legal tender in the Stmit:o~, 

:w 1J pre1·ent it~ r-mTe llf' ." in :-;hanghni, wh ere ,[ollar,; arc largely made use of. 

The prn l! t i('C or l' hop}iing . which has no\\' nothing tO rceommetul it unt 

old e n ~tom, is nln•a•ly heeoming . less common among- the ChinP~e, nntl conh\ 

pmlmhl y IJe ea><ily 1lone a way with nltogeth<'r. 

The Committee ,·enn1re to 111·gc liJlOII His Ex(~ ellcnPy the expctliency of 

s tro1wl 1· illl]ll'P~~inu: liJlOIJ the• Home (inl'f'I'IIJnf'Ht the IIP C~c;;~ it.'· of nffordin~ ,.. . ' 

to tltP IIC\1' Dollar (•nmpldP prOlet•tion :tg-ain:<r dPfllt 'f'lllPllt , :t11d would 

. 
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sul!·ge~ t ~a uc t ion being olttained to introduce au O rdinanee into the L~:gisla 

tive Council to make the ehoppiug u[ the D:ollar a hre:wh or the law, as I~ 

the ease with the mutilat ion of the coinage of other c<JUHtries. 

·As measut·es tliroetly oppo~e~l to the views her0in ex pre;,<ell m;ty at any 

time he initi:ttctl it might lte well, should the proposal meet with His Ex

ecllency's approval, to telegraph home sugge~t ing that till aetion sh ·)ull he 

taken before receipt of written tlespatches from the L ·Jen[ (i-rJvcmmen t,-1 

have. &c., 

K IIEi\DEHSO~, ..... ·ecJ'(/ar!J. 

The llonourahle ,J. ll. ~TE\\' .Un' 1-ocKu.un·, Cofonirtf Sr•cretary. 

Ho~ •a.:o:o.-G A~n ::-IIL\NUIU.t ll .\XKJ:o.-u l'o.tu•ot:ATIIIX, 

IIoxG IWXti, 22nd Apri l, I8!JJ . 

Su:,- I ant of opiniou that the intro•lnction of tl,e British dvllar will 

afford us an oppot·tnnity or effecting a currcuey reform loug ncc.lccllJCrc, v iz., 
• doing away with chopped dollar" . 

:\Icxieans arc urnv, :tllll n:eeutly ha ve been cuu~iderably o1'er their 

intriu:;ie l':tlue, (after a llowing fo r a rea~ouable ,;eiguioragc) ~o that with the 

Britbh dollar obtainable 111 any ljll:tnti.ty at a seigniorage charge of l per 

cent. it i:i certain that .Mexienn dollars w il l gm.Jually tl i~appcar from eit\.: ttla

tion in llong·kong :tllll the South of China. The ne w ('oin cheaply oh tainctl 

will lake the plaee of the old one, i.e., the :\1cxic:tn dollar. 

I mo~t strong ly rceommeml that uo »peeial legislation iu fa ,·ou r of ehop

ping he cuactcd , uut t,[Jat Brit iHh doll :u·" he .hwl:ned a legal tender ltv count 

coucmTcntly w ith :\Iexican tlolla rs at 7.1.7. 

You w ill ha ve notiel'd t hat at the g ene m I meeting of th e Oha·nher of 

Commct·ec a rc:>olution wm; uuauinwu~ly carrietl agaiu:;t ehoppiug Britis h 

tlollurs. Briti:;!J dollar~ hy couut a rc ~lightly more \'aluahlc than what we 

now call emTcncy, viz ., 717 tacls for I ,000 chopped <lollars, t he tli ffer·encc rs 

barely lt (ttlllrtc r of one per cent., ant! as I ~ai•l iu the foregoing .Mex ieau 

tlollars ueiug only oh taiuab lc a t a price cons iderably over their value they 

will 111 the cour:;c of time disappear aut! un choppcd llritish dol lar~ will take 

their place. 

Some years a~o wheu .Mexican dollar~ were almfl~ t alway~ obtain:tble 

abont their Dnllion \'1\lue it would not hM·c been pnlllcnt to write so con

fitlcutly alJottt their being di ,.; plaec<l hy the llriti ~ h dollar. Tue po~ ition ts 
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now ehangcJ, :~nu so long as the :Mexican Government charge a seigniorage 

of 4~ per ccut. on :Mcxiean dollars as against an exp:>rt duty 011 Bar Silver of 

2 per cent., :Mexican dolhw::; will O'! handicappeu 1 ~ per ecut. against British 

dollars. 

I ::;how thi:s as follows :-

l\.fcxican Bar Silver 2 per ceut. tluty, coined iuto Briti~h dollar,.., at a 

seigniorage of 1 per cent., total 3 per cent., us against au export duty of 4~ 
per cent. npon Mexican <lollars (which inclmlcs seigniorage). 

I am aware that one of my London collen.gues adviseJ the Treasury that 

we would have to put up with the Chinese chopping the British dollars. 1 

am glad to s:~y that I c:\ll confideutly recommend a different course, one that 

will ultimately result in placing the eurrency of this Colony on ~~ civilized 

footing. I shall do ail I eau to help the Government in the matter.-Yours 

&c., 
T. JACKSO:N, Chirf 1lfm,ager. 

The llouonrahle ,J. IJ . Sn:w.un LoCKUAUT, Colonial Secretary. 

Ilo:I'GKONG A~D SIIANGIIAI BANKI NG CoRPORATION, 

IIoxnKoso, 25th April, 1895. 

1\IY DEAR LOCKIIART, 

Re Briti~h Dolbr:<. 

With reference to my official letter of 22nd instant, on page 2, lines 

13 t~nd 14, I wrote- '' the difference is barely a q narter of one per cent." this 

should read- " the difference is barely 3,'32nds., three thirty seconds of one per 

cent." Anti i~ arrived at a s follows :-

1,000 Hongkong emrency $ weig h ......... 71 i Taeb. 

1,000 British$ will weigh ............... 7li.60 , 

accordingly to our scales, taking the Britii'!h $ af:l 416 grains-the weight 

of a yen-or a diffe1'ence of .082 per cent. (.093i 5 i~ 3/32nus.).-Yours, &c., 

T. JACKSON. 

Honourable J. II. STEW ART LocKHAln'. 

,No. 887 . C •JLONIAL St:cRETAHY's 01'PICE, 

HoNOKONG, 26th April, 1!:195. 

Sm,-1 am directed to acknowledge the receipt of your letter of the 

231\l ius tant rclati \'C to the " choppiug " of tliC new J3ritbh dollar, anu to 
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state for the information of the Chmnl:cr of Commerce that n fu rt her rcpre· 

sentat.ion has been made to the ~ccrNary of State I ll the sc n ~e of t he 

resolution pa~He<l at. the recent annual meeting of the Chamber, allll that 

llis Lordship has been refJHCste<l to communicate his deci sion in regard 

there to hy tclegmph.- 1 lm,·c, &c., 

.J. li. WfEWART LOCKIL\.RT, C:olonirtl .':.'m·etary. 

Tile ~<.,·ecrctary, CIIA1I BEll OF CmntEJ:c E: 

No. JJOO. CoLo:stAL SECRETAny's OFFICE, 

IIONGli:ONG, l9th June, lH95. 

G ~: :"!TLEl!E:"!,-1 mu <lire t:tc J by the Govcm:>r to tntnsmit for yonr 

information the cuclosc<l t ranslation of a tele;,;·mm whieh ha~ bc~n received 

from the Secretary of State relative t> tlw dtapping- of th3 llriti:;h dollar. 

IIis Excellclwy would be obl iged if you would :JC so gootl a.~ to consult 

together on the points raiHe,[ in the aoo1·c telegram, anti actptaint him with 

the result of such cou:;u!tation. 

1 enclose for your infol'lll:ltion a f'opy or the tle~patch referred to in the 

telegram, witb its cnclosmcs 111 original, which k;wllr return at vonr con· 

Yeuience.-1 ha,·e, &c., • • 

,J. II. HTE\\' Aln' LOCKIIAI{T, Culonial Secrrtary. 

Honouralolc A. McCoXAClllE. 

'1' I t . 1· I ra71S f/ t071 '! le l'!JI'fllll rr·ccircdji-om lite Sr•crr·trtry '!1' State: 

Hcfcrring to your tlc,;pateh 13i infonn me after consulting with Banks 

and Chamber of Colllllll;rcc whether they arc quite ,;atislic•l that prohibition 

of choppiug will not ~tallll in the wa.1· of new dollar Leiug a ccepted by 

Chine~c Ct[Ually wit h ' Mexican ,;. Do they propo~c to prohihit chopping 

Mexicans hereafter, importnnt if S<J, how eonltl you tlisting-uish be tween new 

null old :Mexicaus r 
lith Jtill'2, 1896 
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ll<•XGI\0:\< :, ~lst .Jnne, 1895. 

foiw,-ln reply ta .'·our lcucr of the 19th in:;ltln t., endo:-;iug a copy of 

telegram received from tl1 c Secretary of S tate, we are st rongly of opinion 

that. prohil•ition of elwpping the new Hriti t;h <lollar~ will llllt ~taml 1n the 

way of their being acl'cptcd hy the Chinc~e C<lua.lly with :Mexicans. 

We Jo not rccommeml any lcg-i~ la tiou for ~fcxica11 Jollars. Clean or 

nnchopp·~d 1Iexican dolla r~ arc to-day '''OJth 4~ % premium as compared 

wit.h chopped coin, ,;o that uonc ha\'C been choppc<l for a very loug time, 

indcc<l our opit!ion i~ thnt the cn~tom i~ gnvlnally liying out. 

The Actiug Manager of the Chartcre•l Bank, although conetHTing in the 

forcgoiug, prefer,; leaYing his pri ncipal~ 111 London to express their views 

rather thm1 that he should express them out herc .- \Vc have, &e., 
~-\. ~IcCOi'<ACHIE , Vice-Ciwirnum, 

CHA~IHER OF CO)BIERCI':. 

T. ,J ACK~O~, Cltirf "l[anaycr, 

liOXGKOXG & SHA:"'GliAI ll!.!\K. 

The ITonomahle .J. H . STEWAin' L o Cidi.HtT, Colonial Secretary. 

lJocuments relu1·nrd. 

Copy of Hi~ Excellency'~ letter to Lonl Rn•o:-; :t4tu April. 

Chn.mhcr of Cmnmcrce' ~ letter 23nl April. 

Printed Report Ch:unhe r of Commerce ~footing 20th Apr·il. 

Mr. JA<: Ksox's le tters of 22nd a11tl 24th April. 

.1Yn. 1-'34fJ. l'oLO:'\JA I. ~EC RETA rn' ,; On·Ict., 

Ho:'\ <; KOXG, 24th ,J unc, 1895. 

G EXTLEm·.x,-1 am d ircc tctl by the Governor to tlmnk yon for your 

letter of the 21 :<t iu sta ut re lath e to th e chopping of th e British dollar, and 

to state that vour views have hccu cmhotlicd in the followill"' tcle"'ram which .. . e o 

was sent to th e Secre tary of State to-<lay :-

•' Banks :tud Chamber of Commcree arc cpritc sati~fi cd, they do not 

propose any legislation w ith rcspcet to 1Icxic:w~. C hopping graduaily dying 

out."-1 have, e tc ., 
,J. H. STEW ART LOCKIL-\.ItT, Colonial Secrrfary. 

Honourab le A. :Mc C o xAClll ~~ 

and 

'fllO)IAS ,T.\CK:SO~, E~(i · 

.Yo. 1881. 
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C'or.oxr.H. SF.CHF.TArtr's Un'ICE, 

llo:-;m;:oxc;, 29th .Jnnc, 1H95, 

(;EXTf.F.)fEX,-Hcfening fcl my lv 1t nr ~o. 13-19 of t·he 24th iustant, I am 

tlirecte<l to info t·m y nn that the fo llow ing- f mtl1er te l<'gram has been recc; ivetl 

from the Secretary of State re la.ti 1·c to the chopping of the Briti~ h dollar:

.. '' A!•t. ~honltl.l•e intro•lneetl ~imply making it nnlaw l'nl to deface or chop 

Br1t1~h clollar~ WJ t.l]()nt :;ddi nR ali i' penalt i e~ for inl'ringemcnt. of Jaw."-1 

IJ:tl·e, &r., 

.J . H. STE\\' Aln' I - C ,u KIIAI{T, Colo11ial S('('rf'tary. 

IIononrahlc A. :McCo:-<Ac mE. 

T .• J ACKSON, E~q. 

T. E. SA:'>SU1!, E~f] -

lio:"'nJ;:oxG, l~t. .Jnh· 1R95. 

DEAR Sm,-Wc heg to ad;:J;owledo·p your lettc>r of' tlte .;<)
1

t' J 
• • • "' • - -· 11 • nne, 

advl~tng the reccJ}lt of a telegrmn frnm t h< • Se<~retary of State relative to the 

chopping of the Brit i~h dolla r. 

We note that. it i:; propose<! to intt'Oiince :111 A c t making it nnlawfnl t.o 

<'hop or defaee BritiHh dollar~ , bu t wiil1011 t 1 :m v JH'Il : l tv for infringemeut 

Sumc i ~ quite snti~fnetnrY.-\\'e •trc •·<· ., f 'lX- .. , 

The II on. ,J. J I. 

A . ill< CO~ ACll lE, 1'it·r. Clwirnuw, 

GENE t:AL C u.ur t\E tt ,n· Co) tJI F. HCE • 

T. ,J.\CKSO~, Chitj' .llrllta,qN , 

1-Tul'\c:Ko!\u .\ 1'\ J) SII.\XG IIA! l h xK. 

SnnVAilT L OCIOL\HT. Colouif/1 s ('(' /'(' / (li'!J · 

Q 
Inadequate Wharf Accommodation. 

llo :'\ c:K OK«: (~ENEJL\L Cn A~I!IEtt OF Co~rmmc F., 

IIoxm .:o xo, 2•ith April, 1 H95. 

Sm,-1 nm dirrrtctl !.v th e Committe" to a .~J,· c .' 'Oilr att ention to t.he 

nn<ler-JJOtPd 1 · 1 1· rP~o ll tiOil ' <.•:1 1ng· wit h th<• C JI H'~ti on o f' in:Hleqnal e whnrf 

--~~~----------------~ 
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Q 
accommollation, u'uanimonsly atloptetl a t the annual m:Jeting of the members 

of this Chamber hell! on 19th instant, and to rcque;;t you to he gootl enough 

to hrin~ the ~amc to the notie3 of Il i;; Excelleney the (-tovcrnoJ', 

HeRofutiou. 

" I nasmuch ai' the lauding, or wharf accommodation recently prov itletl on 

the new rcelamtttion is q nite inalequatc for the reftnirement~ of the Colony, 

so .many ~ tca:n lmmchcs hciug ncce,;sary for the transaction of the hnsine.,s 

nf the shipping l:Ommnnity, a1Hl other:;, between ~hips awl shor~, a nt! whereas 

it will soon he irnpo;;,;iblc to nsc Old l'e•.lder' s Wlmr l' any longe1· as a landing 

pla<>e, greater ineonvenience will he f~lt. nnd the tlanger to small steam craft 

increased if m .ll'e adequate l:t111ling ltl)•:ommmhttion he no t pro ,·ide,J,-B c it 

resoh·etl L)mt the atten tion of the Gon~rnment he called uy th is Chamber to 

the pressing neetl for incren.~cd landing Jacilitie~ a.,; nenr the 1·ici nity of tho 

Oil! Petldcr's \Vhnrf a~ circnm~tam~es wil l permit." 

The pre~en t congested conrl it ion of the s ten m launch a nti snmpan 

traffic, conscqnent. on the works now in progres>< on t.he Pmya nnt! the 

nece~sary di~ nsc of PcJtler' i< a1d other whan·e~, hns so crowlld the recently 

erect-3tl wharf in front of' the new ~e:L wall, to which neal'iy all the tm ffic 

in that n3ighhonrhootl is now tlil•ertetl, a,- to render it qui te nnsnite:l to the 

increasell nnmber of boats frecp1cnting it. 

The wnnt. of snfficient wharf a.ccommOllatinn 1s not only a serious 

hiudmncc to the shipping hnsincs's of the . pori. whieh requ ires cons tant 

commtmicnt ion between the shipping an t! the f< hore, bnt 1~ nl"o a sonrce of 

very great dang-er, a nd i,; hc~ ides n g reat inconvcnien(~e to a l!wgc nnmbcr of 

residen ts. 

J 11 Yiew of' the urgency of the <>asc the Committee hope H is Excellency 

will give the matter his favonmble con,;hlcrat ion a1Hl l,e pl~a~ed to g h·e 

instructions admitting of immetliate step,; being tnken to prol'ide the much 

needed aecnmmotbtion, which, presu mably, wou ltl not re:p1ire to he of n 

permanen t natme, and wonld be ava ilaule o11ly unti l snch t ime a~ that 

parti r.11lar ~cet io11 of the recl:tmatiou 110w nnller eon ~truct ion b c•omplet.cd, 

w hen oth(•r a.rrnng-cmeuts will hc<>ome neeeHsary .-1 have, &e., 

F. IIENDEHSO:X, S ec1'etary. 

The Ilou. ,J. Il. STF.WAHT L ocKHART, Colonial 8 f'c retary, 

Jlon,qlwng. 

[ 7 5 J 
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J.Vv. 1192. CoLOxTAL SEc m ;TARY's OFFICE, 

HoxGKOXG, 1st Jnnc, 1895. 

Sm,-In reply to yonr letter of the 25th April, I am direc ted by Hill 

Excellency the G o\•crnor to inform you tht.t t-h e subject of i ncreasCLl wharf 

accommodation in the vieinit.y of P edtlcr's "~harf l11~s receh·e,J His E xccllen

ey's careful consideration, aJHl to ex press a hope that the proposals con

tained in a letter of t his (la te ntblrc:-~scll to M r. Woor.Ln·, copy enclosed, will, 

nn,Jer the ciremn~tancc~, prove sntisfaP.tory to the members ~f the Chamber 

of Commerc<>.-I h:we, &c., 

,J. H . STEWART LOCKHAHT, Colonial Secretary. 

F. li ENDEH~ox, Esq., Sr•crf'lar!f, 

CnA)!IlF.H OF Cn)DTEI!CE. 

(Copy.) Cor.oxrAr. Sr.cuETARY's OF},' ICE, 

HoxmwxG, ];;t June, 1895. 

!:-im,-A (In~rt ing to your letter of the l~rh nltimo snhmitting certain 

propo»als for increa~ing the wharf accommodation in the Yicinity of Pedder's 

Wharf dnring the constrnction of the Praya Heclamation works, I am 

directc,J b:· His Excellency the Govcmor to inform yo1t that a rrangements 

are !wing nutde to erect a temporary lauding- ue:u· I ce H ouse L nne and to 

place the platform of the temporary mn.rket bnildings in such a condition as 

to sel'\'e a ~imilar purpose. 

His E xcellency regret,: th at. the conRtmction of the piers suggested in 

yonr let ter above referred to is a t present impntcticahle owing to the inter

fel·etwc stH•h ~t-rnctu rc~, if they a rc to he of auy nsc to t he community, would 

enn~e with the progrc.~s of the reclamation work, but it is hoped that by the 

CIHl of the typhoon sca~on such works will be snffidently ndvancetl to 

dispose of this objection, 111 which ease a t emporary jetty ,r[ lJ be erected 1 

npprox ima tcly to the wc:ltcrly position proposed by you, viz ., in front of 

Messr>~. Dot:GI..\~ LAl'ItAm's office. 

I hnse further to inform you that though everything will be done to 

push on with the construction of the new P ctltler's Whn.rf and pendiu"' the 
' 0 

('ompletion of this work, to keep the existing whnrf oren to traffic ns far as 

poRl' ibll•, it. i~ imundiPnlole to erect n t£mrorary pier in thi~ situa tiop 
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Q 
owing to the exten~ive natnre' of the fo11ndarion:-: J'C([Uir·p,j for the nc.•\\' 

whnrf.- I han·, &c., 

,J. IT. STEWART LOC'KI-IART, Colon ial ,','em·etm:IJ· 

A. \\' ooi.I. EY, Superintendrnt, 

J',•ninsnlHr 1111d Orir·utal Steam ]l;al'i(frtliou Co. 

Chamber's Representatives at the tbird Chambers 
of Commerce Congress 1896. 

Il•J:-.;c:t\OXn UEXI-:J:\1, Cll.-\~lllErt OF Cn~D!F.ltCF., 

Hoxmwx•:, 24th .r nl,,·, I B95. 

Ih:.~tt Su:,- On the O(•cnsion of the Congre;;~ of Chmnber,; of Commerce 

of tho Empire held in 1HH2 you kirully acec•lc<lto the request. of the Chamher 

mul hc••:unc it~ rcpresenlati,·c at that. Congre~~-

Thl· Clwmhcr ha~ beon inYited to parti(·ipnte in tho third Cnngress to 

J,n lwld i11 HHlG, atHI rhc C'ommittPC n~ntnr·e to rOI)IIC~t yon will agnin nllow 

yo11r~df to l•c nominated a ;. thPir· repre;.entarh-<'. 

Shonltl yon gratify the Committee by ael'r•ptiug this position tllCy will 

ha1·c plPasm·o in bring 11rg: ro ,Y<llll' uotiN• s11eh ;;nhject:< n5 may then seem to 

them, in tlw interc,.:t ,.: of foreign tnule with Chinn, mo~t tle~ening of being 

lni.l hPfor<' the Cong-re,..~.- I am, &t· .• 

W. Kr:;;wiC:I\, l•:,.:q., 

/,nndml . 

F. IIEXDEUSO~. Serrl'lar!f· 

:l Lo)li\A lW STTtEET, 

J,r,::o;IH>X, Gth ~L·plcmher, 1 H9;i. 

l>EAI: ~~~~,-In rPply to \'ollr fn1·or of 24th July I lwg to :my tlrnt 

1_ ~hall est et m .it an houour to he again uominoted to 1·epresent your C/f{nJ/OI'1' 

it! lhr rm1!J1'('.~R of tb~ ('ltmnl.rrs n.f Cmn 1111'Tf'f' of the F.mpirP to 11P h!'ld in 

~ ~L 
~~-.-~------------------------------------------------------~~.~--
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lS~.H:i, tutu t.hat if appuimeu 1 shall lltie eYery enJe,LVutu' tu l,r ing k> the nutil!c 

of t.hc Congre~s the matters to 11·hich your Chnmbel' ma.Y Llesire to havoc 

nttcntiou tlirectcd.-I am, &c., 

W. KE:-:i\\' ICK. 

F. 1-h::-;mmsu:o>, Estj., 

.Sn:rt•lar.IJ. llo:-;t ; KOXG G EXJmAL C I!A~u;lm or Cu)Dl Enc 1-:, 

II{l:X• ;K '):\1:. 

lltJ:\.:1\0XG l;E\EH.\L Cu.uu:r::u t•F Co~DLEitCE, 

lluxt;Ko:-;to, I.'ith OetoLcr, 18~l.i. 

DEAn t:im,-1 have to ackntiwleuge receipt of yullr fanlllr of tire Gth 

ultimo, in whieh you :~re gootl elloHgh to accept the uominat.ion to represent 

thi,; Chamber nt the Congrc~" of the Char11ber,: of the Empire to he hel<l in 

189(). 

1 am tlireete•l IJy my Conlluitt.ee to cxpre.-;,; Lhr:ir ,;ati~fa.et ivn at ~11eh 

ncceptanc.;e and their conl'ietion th:tt- the aim..; :tllll iHtel'e,:t~ or thi s Charnh:Jt' 

couhl not he entm,.:teLl 1-o better han<l~. 

A:; you ha\'e kintlly \'olnnlecr.!u to hriug to the notice of the l'ungr·e3:; 

the uuttlcr::> in which this Uhmnber i ~ ~peeially eo;H·erue,J, it may hl! u~ef11l 

to you to have t"lw priueip:d :;uhjed~ rcc.;:qJitnlated. Thc~o arc:-

1. Tire prefcreutial d11f:ic~ grant ed by the Haikwan or CltinesJ 

~npcrintendent of Cn:;tonls at Canton 1111 exporl"s passed 

through hi:; office, t llll,: tli,·erting trade from foreign ~ tcamur~ 

tn uati1·e junks. The T,-nug-li Yamt'·n a.~scrt , in rep!,,- to the 

representations uf the British }liui:Her, that sueh prel'crc·ntial 

treatment is not aeeortletl, that the:· ha1·c ;;ent instruction~ t•l 

Cauton prohiLiting it, antl they call for proof that it lra" l•een 

gh·en. The only proof withiu rcadr of the l'ltanrl•er consisH 

iu the reports of the Hriti,lr Cou~11l at C'au tun allll tlw"'c of 

\'ariou~ Con11nb~ioners of the Cllinc:se :Maritime CnMout,;, who 

lun·c frequently hac! occasion to refer to it. The tinritlity all<i 

sdf-iuterc~t of Chinese :;hipper:; J'Cmlcr it impo:;tiible to collect 

actual proof; but the f.u.: t tLat ,.:uch pn:fl'l'Giltial clutic:; an.: 
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R 
lcviml by the llaikwan in hi,; eoa1pctitiou with tl.te Maritime 

Custom~, i~ matter of not oriety and :ulmiH of no room for 

doubt. 

1'RA:\Sl1' 1'.\:i::!£,:, 

2. The difficulties iu the way of !;ccuring the fulfilment, iu South 

China, of the provisions of Art. XX. VIII. of the Treaty of 

Tientsin. The official,; iu the Two K wang pt·odnecs especial!~· 

have snccec<letl in rentlcriug the Trau sit l'ass sys tem a dca<l 

letter, ant! while foreign gootls to the value of millions or 

dollars annually arc sent into the interior from the Ynngtsze 

ports, the quantity tle~patciJe<l inland from Cantou, ~watow, 

awl l'aklwi has nc\'Cl' been apprcci:ti.Jie. 

WE:;T RtVER. 

3. llavin~ regard to the complete failure to open up any trade 

"·ith the interior of the Southern province,., this Chamber has 

for many years agitatetl the ([l!C:;tion of opening tl1c \Y est 

Ri,·cr to fore ign trade and ~team uavigation, and are now 

engaged in new et[orts to sccnrc tl1is desired conces~ion. 

4. ln viell' of the prcseut uegotiations witl1 China to sectll'O repa

ra tion for the nu·ion:; outrage~ 011 auu ma~,;acres of miss ionaries, 

lilY Committee lmYe joincLl in representations to the Imperial 

Go,·ermnen t ~u~ge:'tiug 5 U('h a rectification of the boundaries 

of the Colony of Hongkong us will render the port secnrc from 

~utlden a ttack t.y an enemy, and a t the ~amc time will free it 

from the sm veillauee excrciscll Ly the ~tations of the Chinese 

Cu:;toms. 

"~ith the foregoing autl m:wy other matters of importance tu the welfare 

of the Colony you are so well acquainted by pas t experience that it is 

unnecessary to enlarge upon them, anu· my Committee confidently leave their 

ad,•ocacy to yon.- 1 am, &e., 

U. CHATTl.WTON WlLCOX, Acting Secretary. 

WILLI.UI KE~WICK, E~q . , London. 

~~~~~~~·~~----------------~----------~----------~----------~~~~r-~ J ~ 
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Loxnox, iiLh .;\Iareh, I tHl(). 

DEAl~ SLL{,--1 ha.\'\~ t .J acknowle.lg _; your lettnr of the 28th ,Talfnan·, 

C•Oill'eying. ltll in1·itatiou fot' Ill~ to U~ app~1intc t l a,; an additional rcpresent;t

tii'C of the llongkong Chamber of Commerce at tiL e fortheomhw C'oncr1 .... . 
0 0 \...'"I~ 

of' Chmnbcrs of the Empire, run! , 111 reply, llm,·e to ~ay that it will nfi'urtl 

me great ple.tsure to place my scrdec~ at the disposal of your Committee in 

the manucr ilesi•·ed.-- I am, &c., 

A. t~. WOOD. 

H. CnATTEUTo:s ·wu.cox., E' ·tt ...... c t ~ ., ..,,_ .re a I'!J, 

IIoxG KOXG G EXEIUL Cn.un:ER OF Co)OlERcE. 

22, Bli.Ll'l'ER ~TJUO: ET' 

Luxuor-;, 13th ::\hrch, 189(). 

D ~:AI: Sm,-1 am in receipt of your letter of 28th J a unary, which woulLl 
ha,·e been "tl ·1 )' 1 1. • ·• s wereu ear 1cr, •nt uemg \\'l'Ongl,v addressed, it did uot roach 

me till the lOth in;, tan t. 

In reply to the l'lHpliry by the Comllliltce of you r Chamber, it will give 

me great ple!tsnrc to be uominat.et! to I'Cprcsent the Hougkoug Geucral 

Churnber of Connucn:e at the forthcomiug Congre;;~ of the Chamber of the 

Empire in this eouutry .- 1 am, &c., 

E. ::\IACKI~TOSH. 

Jt C. \Y1u:ox, E sth St~t·relar!J, 

IloxGKo·xG GEXEJ:.u. C11.owu: oF (.\I)DIEHcL 

lloxt ; Kox<; (~ EXEt:.u. Cu.otBEJ: oJ- ( .' o)DlEt:c E, 

• IIoxt;Koxr., tlth April, 18~J(i. 

DE.\tt !:l11:,-I hq; to acknowledge receipt of yonr fa,·our of the 5th 

nit. in which you aeecpt the inl'itation of my Committee to aetas adtlitional 

representati ve of the Hongko11g Chamher of Commerce a t the forthcomilw 

Congress of Chambers of the Empire. 
0 

The Commite•Jc desire to exprc~s their great ~ati::;faeti o n at I'Olll' uccisiou 

which they confidently hoped for, on :w~ount of yom recent. intimate con~ 
ncction both with the Chnmucr anti the Colony. 
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lt 1:; uuHecc,;~ury here tu recapitulate at auy leugth the su1Jjed8 of 

greatest prc~cnt. interest to thi:; Chaml>cr, a~ you arc so well acquniuted 

wit.h them, hnt it would ~ccm that. the opening of the \Vc:;t lU 1·cr, though 

uow in eout·,;e ol' ue:gotiution in London, is ~till uu~cttletl, while the quc~tious 

of tnlllo nntler Transit l'a,;ses in ~outh Cltina, of Preferential Duties Jn 

China, and the propo,;cd extension of the Bountlarie,; of the Colony remain 

ou the tapi~, aut! m'l_v comt~ l1cfore 1 he (\)llg-rc,.~ .-1 am, &t·., 

H. ClL\TTERTOl\ WILCCJX, St·t·rrfttr,ll. 

A. G. WO<JlJ, E:;q. 
P. S.-At the sngge:;tion of tl;c CommittGe, J eudo:;e copy of the Chair

man's addre~s 1.0 ~ir CLAt.:PE M .v:Do~Al.ll, H. B. l\L's l\1iui~tcr to Chiua, at 

nn interview nceonlcLl by His Exeellency to t he Committee on the 4th inst. 

This speech rcl-iew:; the position of the lJILC,.tions of the h oHr tn IIongkong. 

A i!imilar letter was athlre~se<l to :Mr. 1.1.\GKI~T0:-<11. 

s 
Postal Arrang·ements in view of New Contracts. 

Ko. 2280. CoJ.oxur. SEt' t:ET.un:'s 0FFit ' F., 

linNl<KO:OiU, 20th Ve~:cmLer, 189,3. · 

Sm,-1 am directed to rc•ptcst that the CluunlH~r of Conlmc,rcc will be 

good enoHgh to favour this GoYcrnmeu t w ith its views o n the point:; rai ;;cd 

in the endosetl copy of a letter from t lw l~eucral Pos t Offiec Anthoritie,o; in 

I~on<lon.-1 ha.,-e, &e., 

;r. II. bTE\\' ART LOCKllAHT, Colouilt f Secrclw'!J. 

The Secrctar,11, CliA)IBI:lt OF Co~DIER('E . 

Gt·::o: ruL l'o ~'l' 0FJ' tC£, 

Lo:-wox, 25th October, 1895'. 

~11:,-l beg leave to iuform you that the comlitiou~ umler which t he 

M nil ~en-ice bet wcen t.hi,.; coun try Hllll the Eas t is to be p e rformed on 

the exp irat ion of the cxiti ting contract 111 Jauunry, l t-198 are now umler 

' cou~iLlcra t ion. 

[ ~I J 

s 
H will probably l•e .lceidt•d to l'all Jor tenJct · ~ for a i'Prl'it·e on the lines 

of the exi:<ting arrangement~ ; and I "hall l>c glad to lP:trn wh(!thcr in vour 

opinion it wou ld Le iJOssible to ~hortc•n the ~toppag:l'~ at Hongkong flxed 

nntlcr the present cont.ract. TllP,..n ,..toppage,.., a~ .'' On arc ~~ware, at present 

nrc 24 !tom~ 011 tlw ont\\'ard and ~H hour.~ 011 thl' homewa rd voyage•. 

1 ,;lwnld he glatl .if you would, :1s on former oeca~ious, conmlt t he local 

Chamber of Commc•rec on thi ~ point : lmt you will ''" donLt in anv t·a~c Jet 

)l}f' know what i~ the ~hortc~t ~tnppa.,![l' l'l'ljllin·d r .. ,. l:lll<liu,!!; an<l (';lthnrking 

the m a ik 

The que><tion ha,; been rni"c~tl whPtlter the futun· teJ·minal point of the 

imperial snh;;idiZl•tl tnail ~en·ice with the Far Ea~&t might. not he Ilougkong 

iu~tGntl of ~lmug-hai, the arl'aiJO'emcnt~ for the •·otti'C\'atli'C of tl . '1 ' · ,., · . . • . 1e mm ~ 

between Ilongkong and Shanghai hPing- lc·ft to your OffiPe, on t his point also 

I shoul•l he glatl to J'Ct·ei Ye ~·our n•nm,·h. < )f eonr~e, for such con'"eyance 

of mail" from Enrope your (lffi<·P would !.t• l'ntit.lcd to a milPngc proportion 

of tl1e rnion ~(~:J ratP,..,-J folll, &(•., 

Tn r: l'osnr.\~'~Err G ENF.HAJ., 

Hoxr.KoNr.. 

S. WAYSON. 

Iloxn i;:oxn GRXER-11. CIIA)IBF.H OF C<nnmncF., 

IIoxraw:-;c;, 6th .Tanuary, 18DG. 

~m,-The present ~enes m erely to acknowledge receipt of your 

el<teemed rommtmicat ion of 20t_h ultimo :md to ~tatc that, as the Committee 

are des irous of plating t h e points rai8eu in connection with !'he next :Mail 

Contract before t h e general Lotlv of meml>er~. ~ome .little del:w may occm· 

hofon• your :tlJo\-e fa~-onr Pan br; fnll,v rPplictl to.-I han', &c., . 

Hononml >IP .J. JI. STF:WAHT LoCKTHnT, 

Coloui11l Frcrt'lary, 

Ilox< .K<>X<:. 

F. IIENDEHSON, SNTrtary. 

Hn~(';J\(1:\t: GE~EH.\L Cn_omF.T: O}' ColDtltRCE, 

H o~HKO:-;t:, I :lth .Jantmry, 1896. 

DEAR Sms,-Jn an!ieipatiou of the expira tion of the present :Mail 

Cnntrr.rt tl'tminnting in .Jannnry, IHJ8, mill hefore cntering iuto fre~h arrnngc-



1 
[ 82 ] 

s 
mcnts for rhc r·arringc of ::\.fails to the Far East after that date the l'ost 

Office AnthQritics in London have, through the loenl Govemment, requested 

to he favometl h,v the Chamber with its \'icws rcganling certain point~. 

Under cxi~ting arrangements the stoppa~:es of Mail Steamers at Hong

kong arc fixe•l at. 2·1 homs for the out.wnn!, antl 4~ honr;~ for the homeward 

voyage~, the terminal poiut for the Imperial Snh~idi~ed Muil Service being 

Shnughai, nml in connection therewith tiH' points mi~ctl by the Post Otlico 

Anthoritif!;; nnd on whidt they wi,;h to obtain the Yiew~ of the Chmnhcr 

11re :-

1. Wheth~r it wonlll be po~siLic to l<hmtcn the i'.toppages at Hong

,kong. 

2. What is the shortest. ~toppago required for la.tuling a1HI cm

harking the :Mails. 

:J . Wlu~thcr the fntnrc tenniuttl point of the Imperial Snbsillisetl 

;\-!ail Service might not he Hougkong inste:ul of Shanghai, the 

arrangements for the conveymwe of ~!ails between Hongkoug 

:tllll Hltanghni being left to the di~crction of . the l'o~tmaster 

nt Hougkong. 

The sncces~ful working of the :\[ail St!l'Yiee i~ a question of so much 

importance to the Colony thnt the CommitteP thiuk it very um;irnhle the 

general hotly of members shou],l haYe the opportunity of expre~sing the ir 

opinions, and request that yon will be good enough to · ~late 011 the nnncxcd 

form your views on the foregoing point ~. 

Kindly retnr11 your answer nt your earlie~<t couvcnieucc n.ntl oblige, 

-Yonrs, &c., 

F. IIE~DEHSOX. Srcrrtary. 

Ho~nKn~G (~mo:n .\r. Cn.ounm OF C\nDt :EHCE, 

lloxnJWXG, 17th .Tanua1·y, 1896. 

Sm,-l11 the a<·t·ompany ing eol'l't'spomlencc having reference to present 

)Jail Contmct, terminating in Jnnnnry 189~, the qnestioiJ is :1 ~ketl.hy the Post 

Offi<·e Anthoritic~, London, in connection with other :;uggc~tl'tl altcrntionl', 

whether the tcnninnl point of the Imperial ~ub:;idi?:etl :Mail ~en·ice to the 

Fnr East might not he made Hong-kong in ~tent! of ~hanghai , 

-~~~------------------------~~~~~ 

[ x:~ ] 

s 
The point mi,;t•tl mn,;t necessarily he of intere~t to you, anti ns it may 

not have heen ot.hcrwise hronght to yam not.icc 1 have much plens nre in 

handing you copies of the corre~pon<lenec aboYo referred to for the information 

of yonr C'hnml,eJ·.-T am, &,·,, 

F. ITEXJ>EHSON, Sf•crt•tm'.tf· 

DJW)DfOXIl II.\ Y, E~q., 

Srcrr/((ry, C'Jt.UlllJW OF ('o)I\IF.r:CI·:, 

S11 .\ :>;t;IL\I. 

Sl!AX<iiiAI (·tF.XEIUL C'IIA)TJ:Tm ot· Cmnn:r:m·:, 

SJJAXGIT .\1, 7th Ft•hmary, 1896. 

Ih:.Ht Sw,-I ltn1·e to :wknowletlge t.he J'('l'E-ipt of your funlllr of 17th 

ultimo cuclo~ing· <~O il.'' of a dcspaklt from t.lte GPIWI':ll l'o~t. OffieP, London, 

and other eotTP~polH]Pn<~P, from which it appear~ that the Britil'< h Govt·1·nment 

contcm pla tes th e po~sihi li ty of Irong kong hni ng matlt· 111 the f'nl llrc rite 

terminn~ for the 1'. an<l 0. :.\Jail Contract in ~tl'nd of Shnnghai :1 ~ nt p1·e~ent. 

It. i~ of iu1m~n<<' importanee to Shan~:d111i, whid1 i." the cnntw of the enormous 

nn<l e1·er inr~1·ea.,;in ,!!," tra:lc of .~orth China., that thcJ\' slton Ill he no tie la.'· uor 

itT;.>g'III:trity in tiJJ tlcliv~ry of m·1il~, :n:l thcr.·fore in the gener:d iuterc~t,; of 

this gre:tt t1·:dt.' the Conuni ttc~l rJf thi' Chmnhrr c111phatit•n ll.'' prote~t. agnin~t 

any nltcmtinn in the :\hi! Con t1·a.H <n::h a-: thP d .·~;uto·:1 from du: C:t•ncml 

Po;;t Oflicc iruli<•atP'.-1 a•n, ,b:., 

A . 1'. ~L\•:EWE~ , Clwimu111. 

Tl11· Ch ,tirm ·w, CJIA)IIIER or Crnr.11EIH·E, 

I I·}~(; KO~<~ . 

Iln:>~<:KOX•: (~ I':XEttA 1. Cn .urn:cr: Ol·' Cn)DlEJ:• · ~~: , 

lfnx o:Koxn, 17th FPln·nn1·y, IH9<i. 

Su:,-Ao!l·erf"in g to y our lNt.cr of I hi' 20th DeccmiH•J· la~t in refcrrmce to 

the liiJperial Snh~i,Ji:<cJ ahil Sr>n·il'·.o, a" kin:.!: for nu ('X [l l' (':<~ion of the Yicws 

of the Chnmbe1· a;; to -

-""' 

( I ) The pos~ibilil'.\' of ~hort('uing- t he ~tnppage~ of the mail ~teamen 

a.t . this port, 

nwl (2) vVhether or not it wonltlho <lc:;irahl\.) or C:lll\'c niPut to eonstitntc 

Hong-kong- the terminal point of th ~ ~l'n'it~c in;; t~>a<l of Shang· 

hn.i, 
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s 
my Committee deemed it a<l vi~ahlc to reft·r tlte~c important points to tlw 

mcmoers of the C'ltamher . 

1 am now iu~t ru c ted to ~tatf' tl~:tt in the opinion of tlti:; l'hamhr•t· it 

wonld he po::;siole to short<·n the ,;toppage homeward:; t.o t11·enty-fonr hour~. 

T he ('ltamlwr :tre fnrther deci•le<lly of opinion that no change ,;honl•l be 

m ade in lhf' t<•l'ntinal point, llnl" alone 111 the interest~ of the commllnitie.,, 

llllt al ,;o bPenll~e tltn Fn~n clt a11<l G e rman m:til ,;tean:wr~ both rllll dircwt to 

Slmuglwi.- 1 han~, &<· .. 

IL CIIATTEHTO~ WlLl'OX. Secretm·y. 

The Fo:tonrnl1le ,J. H. STEWAP.T LoCKHAHT, Colnnirtl Secrt'frtr!J· 

T 
Alteration in hour of departure homeward of French Mail. 

No. 217. Cor.oxiAL Sr.cn~:TAitY's OFFICE, 

Ilo:SGKOXG, 3nl February, 189:>. 

Sm,-I am tlirecte:l to i11dte the opinion of the, Chamber of Commerce 

in rc.,.anl to the new nr;·angemcut notified in the attached copy of a letter 

from "'the A c t ing Agen t fM the :Me~sagcries .Maritimes Compauy to the 

Postma~te r G cucral.-1 have, &c., 

• T. H. :-iTEWAHT LOCKHAHT, Colonial Secr1'fm·y. 

11 o:-.;r.J•oxc, :-n ~~ .T:tmwr.'·, l 89!i. 

S11: ,- I ha n ) the houonr to inform ,·on that the d<Tnrtnrc of tht• home

wan! Fr<' twh }Ja il si C'Itmer,; h a,; lo<'<'ll ~ lightly alten•tl :uul will take pl;we in 

the futme !JV('I"Y :<eeoad \VednP~tlay at 10 ,L)J. in ,;tead of nt noon. 

This ,•hnng·p will be in force from tlu~ J 9th Fchrtmr~·, ~. :.: . Crtlt'duuiru. 

-1 hav<', &<' ., 

T11r: P()snr.\ ~TEH Gr:xEIL\L 

Jl 0'\!:1; 0 :-\G. 

C. T<WHXAIHE, . lrti11g Af!nll. 

.•. -

T 
HoxGKUX<~ ( ·jt>XEl~AL CILUlBEI: OF Co )D!E l:<'t-:, 

11ox GK!>:'it:, 7th Fcbrwtr.' ·· l tWfi. 

SJit,- -l lx),:!." to ;wkuo\\"ledgc receip t o( yonr let ter of J n l it t ~ lanL enl'lo:;

ing- eop.'· of one I'ecei,·ell frolll the Acting Agent of the ~Ie~..;a ~·eric~ :\hriti:ne:; 

Cotup:my lliHLOIIIICiug au a lter:tlhn iu th2 luar o f t he 11Jp tl"t:t r: ~ of tl1c Frend1 

:\Iail steamers, and invit.iug the Ch:mil.>e r':; opi1ti on o:t tlw int ~lcllding clt.tnge. 

I am dircctc:l by my C'.>In:n i tt c~ t. ) ~ t:lte tha t thl·y a re of opinion :t 

chang-e of dcpartmc fnm nJou Cl 10 a.m. wo:tld ln ,·cry itteo:tl"icnie ut , awl 

they hope the Mes3:tgcrie~ Maritime.-; l'wnpwy will t' 3C .>t t~ i : ler t:teir de::i:;ion 

in the matter.--! have, &c., 

H. CHA.TTERTO;'\ \\'ILCOX, &cretary. 

The Houonmblc ,T. H. STE\\" .\.ItT LDCKHART, Colonial S ecrelrtry. 

No. 270. Cor.o~rAL SECitETAitr's 0FFIC:E, 

HoxGKO:\<l1 12th February, 189(). 

Sm,-With reference to my letter N"o. 217 of the 3rd instant and to 

yonr reply thereto of the 7th idem, I am uircetc<l to tmn::~m i t for the inform

ation of the Chamber of Comm3rcc the enclo~cd copy of a fnrther letter fro.n 

the Lo,•al Agent of the Mc::~:-;agcrie ::; 1Iaritim!ls Company relati ve to the 

impending change in the hour of <leparture of the French ma il Htcamer:>. 

The dceisio11 of the Directors of the Compnn:- w i ll be c:nnmnnica tetl to 

the ClmmlJer in <lne conr~e.-1 hn n·, &c., 

;r. 11. STE\YAHT LOCKIIAlrJ', Coluuial .S'ccrd rtry • 

The Secntary, l ' H I)LUEl: •W ('!l)OfEHCE. 

lTo :\<;1\0 :'i• :, J l tit Feln·wHy, l SDli. 

Sm,-I beg to ueknowlc< lge the reeeipt of n mr letter of yc~tcnlay 

enclosing copy of Olte r <Jcei,·e: l from the Chamhcr of Commcn·c t\"ga nli ng the 

altcmtion in the honr of the <lep:trtu re of tl tc Frcuch mail ~ t :;:tuwrs . 

I lake note thal tlte Comlllittec o[ tht · C' hnntl>l'l' of Commerce tiud t he 

dJange of depar ture frum noon to 10 A.)f. incon venient. I will uot fa:l to 

let my Director:> know the Chamber':; opinion a.ml I will a~k thcu to r ecow; ider 

their <lc< ) i~ iott in t.hc matter if possible.- I ha ve, &e., 

C. TOGHXAWE, Af'ting A.qm~. 

The Irutionrable J. H. ~TEILI.In' L!lCKH .Hn, 

Colonial S ccrctury. 

- 008 
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JI OX< ii, OX G (~I::XE IUL l'II.DIBEI: OF C'<HDIE RCE, 

Ilux t;Ko;-;t;, 15 th F curuary, 1H9<i. 

Su~,- 1 b~g· to ackuowlcdgc I'eeeipt of your letter of the 12th in~t. 

transmitting for the iu l'ormatiou of thi~ Chttmbcr copy of a fnrthcr lett1'r 

from the• Adiug Agent of the :Mcs,;agcrics lHarit.imP~ Co. relative to the 

impcnLliug change ill the hom of departn\·c of t he F rcneh mn.il ~teamcrs, an<! 

to thank you for your comtc~_,. in tb e umtter.- l ban•, &c., 

H. CHATTERTO:X WILCO.X , Secretar.IJ. 

The Hon . ;r. Il. STEW.\J:T Loct>HAttT, Colonial ScrrtfllrJ;. 

C\n.o xL\1. SE< ' ItET.u:r·~ OFFICE, 

JI .,x<•Koxn, :!'it h April, lR!)t), 

l"u:,- \Yith rden·uee to prcvion>< •·orn•spoaHicnee,· I am dirccte<l to 

transmit, for the iufonnat.ion o f the Chamlucr of Commen.;e, tho enclosed 

t·opy of a letter f rom the Aetiug Ageut of tl1c ::\les;<ageric~ Marit-ime;; 

Company statinl! that from the ::?9th in,.;t.ant the homewanl }'rctwh ::\.fail 

packet \\'i ll [,.a,·c at Jl()[ll i iust.,atl or nr 10 .\.~!.a~ at. preseut.- - 1 have, &e., 

.1. 11. sTEWAHT LUCKIIAHT, Colouial Scc,·etm'!f· 

'Tltc Sct·retary, Cu.\ .IIBEJ~ OF l'o)DIE IWE, 

·~·c .• ,~·c. 

J h t\ti J.:ox< :, :2itla April , 1/:!!JG. 

Sn:,- Uefcrring to my letter of tlw 11th Fehrnar.'·· :Xo. :;.17, 1 ha Ye the 

honour to inform yo1t that thi~ Compau~·',; D rrectors haYe rccou~idered their 

decision regarding thl' departure from Hongkoug of the homeward French 

:Mail ,.;tcamcrs. 

. A t('IC'gmm rer·eil·ctl ye"tenlay aLhi:<cd me that, aceordiug to the 'l'i~hc:< 

of Ilis E xcellency the L-loYenwr and the l'ommit.teo of the Chamber of 

Commerce, th ey r everted to the former hour, allll oar ~ tcamers will, iu fu ture, 

lc:we this at noon ou ·Wednesday iustca<l of 10 A.)!. 

The <leparture of the f;, f; , Fan·tt will, consequently, be 1ixcd at noon on 

\Y edncst!ny next.- 1 have, &e., 

(', TOL: I{XAIRE, Actin.'! ArJrml. 

The lion .• T. 11. ~TEW.\RT LocKHAttT, Colrmial Sccrctar!J, 

Htn; t<K O?; G. 

--

[ Ki J 

T 
JluX <:K(t\'1< ( ;J.:\' EJ: AI. l'II .UIHEJ : IJF l'll)DJES:CE, 

I lox<: Ii:OS< :. :Wtlt April , 1896. 

:-:;w,- 1 Leg to al'klloll·lcdge receipt of your fu,ou1· of tile 27th iu ~tant 

enclosing: !'opy of a lett<~r from the A c t iug .Agent of Hw Compnguic de:-< 

)Jcs~agcl'ies Maririm(•;: , ;:t:atiug· that from t he ::Wth in~taut the houww:ml 

French 1Iail packet:-< woultl lean• at IIOJII in~te:11 l of at 10 .L~r. , the hour 

latt.erly fi xed for their deparlHI'l'. 

My Committee llc~it·e to expre~~ t hl' il' great ;:at i~faetioll a t t he chungc, 

am! their appreciation of t.he prom]tt a111l eomtcou:; reeoguition of the wi~hes 

of the Chamber and community show11 l. r tltC Director~ a111l Aeting Agent 

of the ~Ie,;"agerics .Maritime:; Co. in ;:o re:uli ly rcYerl in~ to tl11~ former hour 

ol' dl';:patch of the homeward maik- l ha,·e, &e., 

H. CHATTERTOX WJLCOX, Srcrr.tm·y. 

To Hon •• T. II. :-;TE IY.\I:T LOCK HA HT, Colonial Scc1·etary. 

u 
Chinkiang Chamber of Commerce. 

D~;.ll: Su:,-l beg to in!'orm yon tlaat a Clamnhcr of Com11wn·c has bcon 

c~taulishetl at thi~ port for t he purpo~c of t la c geucra.l ml ntJJC('Illl' It t of trude, 

and al."io rhc ~nfcgunnling of mcn·antilc intcrl'~t~. 

The offi<'!!-hem·cr" for the citiTcnr. .''l•ar an· :-

:\l r. E. STA ltKE r, ( 'ha irumu, and )I r. F. 1\ . c; IU~ c.;,,u:-;, Honorary Sl.'crct.ar~ · . 

The memhors tle~i re to expre~::: tbeit· w illing ue:;...: to l'O-opcrate with your 

hotly, to tlw mutual atlmutage of l •uth Chamber...:, an<l I s hnll he g lad to 

lcaru that thi;; i:; agrel•:tltlc.- l.mn, &e .. 

F. can~C:sO~, lfun, Serretory 

F. ifExDER~ox, E s<h 

S ccretflr!J. CuA~WE 1: OF L'ctlDI EUCE, 

Ho?h; Ko~; ,,. 
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llo:S<iKUNI.: Gt~:\ER.\1. l'HA~lHEt~ 1..>F Cu~DtEIWE, 

Ho:snKox• :, J.')th Feuruary, l89li. 

J)J.:.u: ~n:,-L ban: tu aeknowle-.lge your letter ol' the 7th inst. Hnnouu

cing the e:>tabli,.:hnwnt of a Clmmber ol' Commerce at Cbiukiang to promotl~ 

the trade awl ,.:afegnftr!l tltP mercantile interc~ts of tlw settlement. 

Thb Chamber Jcn.m~ with si\t.isfaetion that this im~mrtant st€p ha~ been 

tuk1•11, ant! will be gl:d to eo-opcmte with the ne\\· Chinkiaug Cb:unber at 

all times in matter,; alfect.ing their mutual intere~<t,.: or to mhance the interests 

of foreign trn•le in China generally .-I a Ill, &c., 

R. CHATTERTO~ WILUOX., Sl'cretary. 

F. K. Gur:uso:s, E,;q., 

]lou . Secretary, UHtNKLINI< CIJA)Illlm OF CO)D!ERCE. 

V 
Teleg·raph Rates. 

---..,..--

Tin: LoNnuN l'n.BII\Elt m · L'o)DIBHCE, 

LOX[)OX, B.C. 

29th Augnt<l, lXD.i. 

DEAlt Sm,-The altentiou of thi,.: Clmllluer nllll of it,; East 1 n•lht & 

Chiu:t Tmt!e St•ction ltn,·iug beeu md!PLI 1o the 1pw~tiou of the eo,;t of 

telegram~ between this eonntry, India and the Eaf't, aud to the desirability 

of existiug t.ariiis being reclucC(l, I am directed to communicate with your 

Chamber on tlu:~ matter. 
ln the opinion of the Lont!ou , Liverpool, :Mndra.s and Bengal (Calcutta) 

Chamher,; of Conmll'rt!e the pre,;cut rule" arc Ycr_,. high, while there has 

been little rednction per wonl in the eharge for Jwlian m e:<Hagc,; for the paA 

twcnt:· ;-ear,;. Jt i,.; ,.:nhtHittc•l that the lines •·• ml•l earry a mndtlargcrn tmt · 

IJcr of me~sage:; than they do at pre,;ent :uul that a rcdnetio11 of the tariffs 

would a,;~uredly hi' followed l.Jy n eousi•lera hie in•~rea"e in the tmffie. It is 

furthe r coHtcmlcLl that tlm Telegmph Companie>' coueenw•l an· iu !t ~nflicil'Hl· 
ly stroug po~itiou, financially and otherwise, were the~- so dispo~C\1. to nntlcr

take the ri~k of a po~::;ible lo:-:s of revenue under t\!Lluced rate:-:, hu t the large 

iucrca;:c of traJl1c which may be confidently expcctc•l, wonhl nltimntely mnre 

thau rc\:Oll{' them fur au~· cuucc~s iull 'l nmdc. 

[~!I J 

V 
Iu reeent year,.: l'<'lluetion~ h:t\'e hecu made i11 the mtes for t.t>lcgl'llms 

h<·twecn this eountry and ·Australia allll otber cututtrics with the rcsttlt that 

the incrcnsc in tmffie following the l'('! llll~tion lm~, it i~ beJie,·cd, bceu ~ati,;

fnetory to the Compauies. Ag-ain , (accordiug trJ the ::\Ia<lra8 Chamher) 011 

the. rCLlnr.tion. of the minimum eha.rgeablc fo1· me!<;;ages het.11·ecn Europe and 

futlia in l8i() f1·om ten W<>l'(]~ to ono wot'll, a con~i•lerahle iJwr'l'll ~l' in the 

tratfie took plaee. 

In dew of the Iutemntional Telegraph Conference to be held III'Xt year, 

.f am to im-ite the eo-op1watiou of .vour Chmnhl't' in ~> uch mea:<urr;; as mav 

Le fouwl de~irable to ;;eeurc an adeqnatP r<'duction in the mt.c~. 

Awaiting the favour of your oarh- re1Jh· -I nm 1
1'- c 

• • ' ' ' .X. ., 

KENRIC' B. M l~RRA Y, S('CJ·ctary. 

IloxG KONG GENEH.\I, CI!A)li!ER OI·' Co:mii!'HcE, 

Hn~mw:st:, 23nl Octoher,. 1895. 

DEAR Sm,-I have to aekuowlcLlgc your favour of the 29th Au.,.ust 
"' 

c:\lling attention to the cost of telegrams between the United Kingdom, India, 

and the East, a.nd to the Llesimhility of C:'l.istiug tnriffs heing re4!uced. 

:My Committee fully eoucnr in the opinion held hy your Chambt:~1·, anu 

those of Liverpool, :Madm~, and Calcutta, that the pre~ont rate>' arc very 

high and that the Telt•gra.ph Companies might ~afc~lv make 11 reLhll'tiou i;t 

the tariff without ex ~erieneing the lo~~ of rev en ne the.v seem to apprdtcntl, 

innsmueh llH the increased traffic won)(] at. once nnt!ouhtctlly go far to halt1nce 

any temporary de(•]inc in re••eipt~ that. might take place, and would nltimatelv 

more than recoup them. . 

This Chamber is tlt erefore n·ndy to eo-operate with your Chamber in 

any meas ure,: tba.t may J,e found tl e.~irahle to influence the International 

Telegraph Confere nce to he hel•l next .venr, ro hring ahout a re.unetion in the 

rnte:-:. 

My Commit tcl' will he ~lntl tu hear from yon what. ~reeifie form of 

action you would like them to take, 

ohject in view.- I am, &e., 

to a~>~ist the attainuwnt of the 

H. CH ATTEJ>'l''">""' ''"li CO • '- n - ' X., .1ctin[l Sr•rrelf1 '?!· 

-~~----------------------------~-~~-~~--~--------------------------
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V 
Tur. Loxnox C'n.una:n nF C'tnDrEP.CE, 

J.O!'IDON, KC. 

24th ,lanHnry, 1B96. 

DEAP. Sm,-Refcrriug to my cin~ulnr (p[.ter of tlw 29th A11g:nst lnst antl 

to the rcplic" rcccin~tl in rcf"pon~·~ thereto, th i~ suLject, has again !.Pen 

con;;itlered h,,. tlw En~t India & China Tr:ttlP St•dioll of thi~ Chamber who 

n.ftcr eonsidt·t·nblc tli~cns~ion arc iuclinctl tn the opinion that no pmctical good 

is likely to rc~nlt from nn appt·:d to rltP (;nvC'ntmeut or to thn Tf'IP;.:raph 

Companim; at the prl'~cnt. timf'. 
I !tm directed to sn.y that 111 their dew thl' ohjcct df'siretl wonld he more 

likely to he aecompli~hctl if the ;:evcral Coloninl Uo1·cmmcnt~ in qno>' tion 

would :-ulopt the cottr"c which hn~ hecu adopted with sncccBs h.Y the 

Government,.: f,f A11stra.lia !111Ll Smtth Afrien, ::till! ,!.!'ivc a gnnrnntC'c to the 

Telegraph Comp:lllic,; to make good nuy lo"" of revenne which they might 

sustnin in the event. of t.hrir making a. rctlnet.ion in their tariff. 

My Commitwe will therefore bn glatl if yom Chamhcr will kiudly 

consider thb view of the question and if approve1l will place it before vonr 

Gavcrnmcnt in order to nscertaiu whether they wonlJ he tli,.pn>'Ctl, in the 

interests of trntlc, to gi\·c the nm,cs~nry gnttmnt.cc to the Tdcgraph Com

pnnies, anll to nsc t.heir bc:>t cntleavont·~ tn reffp,•t a t•e•lttl'tion on thi;; hasi~ . 

Awaitin_g- ~·onr rPply,-1 am, &t:.; 

KENHIC B. ;\lliRH.A Y, Set'retarlf. 

Tlte Sf'CrctarJJ, C'HA:Ifln:n IH' Colni.Et~cE, 

Ifoxta<oxt: , Cm'<.\. 

At the onlinary mo1•t.iu~ of t he 1Inn!'hcster Clwmhcr of Cotnmcrt•t• he M 

on the 13th Novnmlwr, tlw fn llowiug umttcr" !'Plating to rite Far En;:t camo 

up for eon~i,Leration :-

Telc)!:raph ClmrgPs 1o t he Far Ea~t..--Iu vi e1Y of till' lnternationnl 

Tclcgrnpl1 Conference to bt- hcltlncxt year a.t llut.la-Pcsth, the lndia , China, 

aml Colonial Committee h:ul had unde r eon:<itiPration the high charge ~ at 

pre~cn t ledt••l hy the telegraph c·nmJmHics for mesmgc~ hetwl'cu G retlt Britain 

nJHl I udia ami th e Far En>'t. Following- np prcdow; repre~cutat ions from 

thi~ Ch:unlwr, it lull! hcrn agt·eccl that a letter ~honhl l1e :uldrc;;~cd to the 

Govcmmeut a,;kit;g that it,; influence shou'Jd he n>'etl in favour of eflcctiug a 

rcdnc·tion or the prc~Pnt rate;<. The Boanl appmve•l rhi" rnm·se. 

_,. 
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Tin: .KATIOXAL BAXK OF C'IIIXA, Ll.\IITED. 

IIEAn OFFICE. 

Ifoxr.rto:-fr;, 30th Dl•cemhcr, 1Fi9.). 

DEAn Sm,-- With reference to thl' ret·ettt rP:ltwt inn in tl'log-rap!tie rntcs 

between Europe an1I Ilongkong to $2, I heg to ~n;.:g-o~t that yonr C'omtnittpe 

~honltl onclenvonr to procure a re•lnet iou in the rate per won! between h'ero 

nnd Yokohama; the dutrge is only 20 cents a wot·d to Shanghai nml the 

cost for the land line front Nao·asaki mit"t he "nl·tll no I tl1"111 ]( I t c ·· ·· ' , H.~ ntn correc 
in stntinl{ that, abont 10 wort.l~ go for atloll:tr in ,Tnpan. tlt ercfn1"<~ the bnlk of 

the pre::<ent charge of $1.40 ts .pr:tetil'allv for t!tC' ~hot'! eablc couuect.illn 

between Sh:wghni awl Naga~nki.--Yonr.-<, &e., 

Gr.o. W. F. PL\. YFAIH, C!Jil'j J1fana,qer. 

1'/te Ser1·etor!'· CU.\:I.tlllm OP ColllfETICF.. 

Ho:-;t;KOXG (~EXEH.AL C' H.UIBET: o F Co~ntEtWE, 

HoxGT\0:'>1<:, (}tlt :\larelt, 11-\~J'i. 

DE,\R ~m.-The qne~tiou of the rat•~s elmrg·••tl for tcleg-rnp hiBg hPt W<!cll 

this port mHl .Japan, t.ltc Straits Srttlcment><, nnd India has for ~omc time 

ocenpietl the attPn tion of this Cltamln•r. The rate>< s:"·m to my Committee 

cxce;;"ive and to con~titutc a serious hnnl t•n on tnlill', tmhling to I'P>Iril'f it,; 

natural t:xpan~ion in ~ome dircetions . 

The rntc to Xag-a~nki from lH•nct~ is $ 1.2u, to othPrport~ of ,Japan $ 1.40, 

and to PPnang ~l.S:J pr r won! a s emnpnn·•l with B:!.O(lpcr word to European 

e:mntrie~. "'hen it is conf'it!erc•l that th n messa~P~ to the fir>:t namrd plaees 

pass only over tht· C'ornpani<•s' rah)e,. ( with thr t· xeept iO!l of some ~mall 

paymen t to .Japnnc~c l:tn•l linr s trt the l':t- n of th:H •·•mntry), wltilu those 

to .Eut·opc havn to prt~s OYPr ot.lwr •·ahles to whi •·h nttl·J>a.l·ment s to 0thcr 

at!ministrntions havo rn he pnid, tltr difTPri'Hrc hPtwPctt rltr ra t<'s 1Jp1·mnes 

strikingly apparent. 

A further comparison mn,v be nntetl in the t·a.;e of Shanghai, the rate to 

which port is only 20 rt•nts pt>r word. This taritt' ~~ the t'$ nlt of the 

competition between th e Cnmpanic8' eahles allll Chinr~c lltlHI lines. Y et the 

distanc3 to Nagasaki, to whit•h S: 1.26 per word i ~ rh~trgetl, is not more thnu 

300 miles ~rreater than tltnt to Shanl{lmi . 
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)Jy C'onnnitt.le ure of opinion that these mtes might l1e materially 

motlified without impairing t.he eaming power of yonr Comr anbs, or in any 

way prc;;~ing undul~· upon tl1cm. A rt·thJCtiou in rates would probably Le 

nttent!c<l by ~neh an inen'ase in businc~~ as woultl prevcut. any falling off in 

receipts. 

I am abo illstrnele<l to rail ntteution to tlw rat<'~ to Enope, which my 

Committee thiuk nre ~till j·oo ]Jigli, nntwitli~tnlldillg th<' retl nctio11 recently 

mat le. 

Trn~tiug 1hnt rhc"c n·prc"eulntious wi ll nwrt with fa,·ourahiP POn:>-itlcJ'I\• 

tioi1 from ~·onr ComJHillit\~.-1 am, &r., 

H. CliATTEWl'O-:\'" \YJLCOX, Sm·elttr!f· 

To L. \Y.:n~TEH, Esq., 

Acting Supe,·intendent, 

EAsn:n:-; ExTE=-slON, AUSTilAI.ASlA A'>D l'ms.\ TELEt:r:.\I'H, Co. Ln. 

G HEAT ~ onTHER"S Tr·:LF.t:HA rH Co. 

TnE EA"TEn~ Exn::«sJO:oi Amnn,i.r.AstA & CmxA 

'l'ELEGlLU'Il Co~ll'A!:';Y, LP. 

T1m GREAT XonTIIERN TELEGRAT'II 

Co~IPA!'i r OF l'or~:NHAGEN. 

li oscm:o :sG STATION, 9 th March, l89G. 

DEAR Sm,-I Leg to IH:knowlelige rrccipt of yonr le tter of the Gth 

justnnt rcgnnling thP- tclrgruphic rates charged hy the nhove Companies, an'l 

to s tale that tl:e malter willlmn~ due con;;itleratiun,-I am, &c., 

L. WEB~TER, Acting Manager in CM~ta. 

Tile Srrrelal',lj, C'IIAMllEH OF CmmEI~cr·: , 

IIONGIWNG. 

IIONGKO!'i'G GE~o:nAT. CHAMllER OF Co~rMrmc•:, 

1IONGKOXG1 8 th April, 1B9G. 

DEAR Sm,-- I heg to ackuowletlge receipt of your letter of 1he 24th 

,January in which y•m ~ t:t te tha t aflel' t>oJI~itlcrahle tli~cu~:; iou the East India 

nnd China See1ion of ynnr Chamber arc iucli;JeLl H> !he opinion that no prac

tical gootl ~ ~ likely to 1esnlt from an appeal to the Go,·crumcut or to the 

Telegraph C:ompanie~ for a ret!ncticn in mte~ at the pre:-cnt time. Your 

. 
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Committee tlw refore ree:>nul~tlll th:Lt. th~ c.>ili'-'J atloptcJ hy the G .)\'Jra:ncuts 

of A n~tmlia ami So nth Africa, uannly, to gi vc a gn:tran to~ to the Tcbgmph 

Companies to make g ood nny !os:; of revenue which t.hey mig;ht snffe r in the 

event of the ir Blllking a r.J.luction in their tariii, might he followetl hnrc. 

My Committee ha\'C carefully c:Ju:;i,brc:tl thi.s pn?o:<al, lmt ca:unt s::Je 

their way to n.lopt it. The circumstances of th::J C..:ulonius in E-t~tem Asia 

are so wholly tliffcrent from tho~e of A.!v;tr.dia, a:d tin fnn<ls at the tli~po.sal 

of the local Go,·emruent W.> limite:l, that. it wonltl h.~ us Jle>~ to n;lproach the;u 

on the ~nhj :Jct. 

Fm·t her represetJhtion~ ha1·3, howc1·er, hcon :ttUre~se l to t.he Tele"'t':lJlh 
.:> 

Compaitic~. moJ·c part.icnlarly with re ference to the rates elmrJe l hence to 

,Japan and the Straits ~cttl emeat~, an •! my CJmmittec at•e iu hopes that 

some rctlnction 011 rhcse rates will he <'Oilce.letl . 

'Vith a pulogiL·~ for delay in I'Cj)ly in.~: tu yo::r last lctt ~r,--1 a m, &c., 

H. CliATTERTON WILCOX, ,<-,'~cretttr!l. 

To Kr·:xn:c ll. Mtil:I: .\¥, Est[., S~·crct({ry, 

Loxnox Cu.UIBElt OF l'o~nnmcr·: . 

Tnr-: E.I~TF.TlX E:xTr.X~tnx Ac~TTlALASIA & Cm:orA 

TEI. EGUAPII C<nil'ANl", Ln. 

Tur; GnEAT NottTHF.RN TELEiiHAPH 

Co~n· ANY OI<' Col'E:SHAGEN. 

Ilo:snKO:-it.< STA1'rox, 2 nd ~Hay , 1H96. 

SIR,--\Vith rdurence to pn: Yions col'l'c~pomlcner', I am ple:t~etl to inform 

you that the IJIIC~tion of reclneti<Jn of local tari ff~ ha~ been for a Ion()' timo 
"' under con::;itlcration, :uul tha t n tlt>ei~ion lm~ been c ::>me to whieh will in,·olve 

considemblc rctl nctious of rate~ on certain local traffit\ niTectiug at pre~eut 

only the rabic sy stem ~ontlt of lfongkoug: and it i~ hopn·l that later the 

:mme principle may be extendc:l In certain elnsses or lot:al tm ffi1~ a/Iccf.ilw 
"' other Teleg mph Admini~trat.iou~ with wl10111 negotia tion:; are uow JH'Ot~c<·tlin7. 

1 ~hall adtlre"ti t1 111 Challlhcr fur ther when fuller tletaib are to h:tllll. 

-Your~< , &c., 

,J. :\I. HECK, 

For lJlru/.IJ[fl' r iu ( '!tillfl, 

/::. E . .A. ~· C. Tel('graplt Co111pa''!/· 

RC. \Yncox, E."q., Sr'N 't'f({ry, ITosm;: o:sr. Cn.nna:r.. o F ('o \ntF.n• ·r-:. 



The Coolie Strike. 

l't:Br,It: ~lEETING IN' THE CITY IIA I,T,. 

Ye~t.enl.!.,l· .. ft.~l'DOOil a. pnbli..: meetiu,'; eonve~Hhl uy the Ch;~mLi~r of 

Commerce was belt! <tt. the City H ;tll t o eonsi<ler tiw cns ts ca.usea hy "the 

coolie strike. The room w.ts crow.]ell. The Hon. J. J. K~::swrcK W<ts nna.

uimonsly voted to thl• eh:ti r. 

The CHAII~MAN-As yon h;we seen fl'um the notice, this ~~ <t meet

lllh C<tlleJ uy rcqn•JSt of lhose who ar0 interesteLl in the employment of 

labour in the colon.\'. It is uot, I as~mne , the wisll of any gcntlema.n here 

present either by \vorcl or act to s;ty or c:tnse to be done anything which 

will in auy respect weaken the hawls of the Go,•ernment as agn.inst the 

strong comhination on the part of the L~Louret·s \vhich is now ta.king place. 

(Al'plau~e.) 'l'here c;w be no ques ti on that it is· a.n excocdingly grave 

lJCCUlTcnce whieh is a.t the prese nt tiuB t[tking place, a s it is impossible to 

say how it m:ty end, anJ the chily losses arc extensive. I think that evCI'Y

one who may addt·css the meeti ng will be a.nxious to make suggestions a.s to 

wha.t. steps should be taken to provide labour in the face of the position of 

thH Ltbourers properly belonging to the colon:·· I therefore hope that 

all speakers willm01lerate, as fu.t• as poss ible, tllcir rem<wks Ill order to 

streng then th0 lntllll s of the Govel'llment !tnd weaken the hanJs of tho 

Cllmhination. (.A pphuse.) I !~.1ay remark that it is a s ingular thing that 

these bbourers who arc now on strike arl' n.b solutely nnawa.re of why they 

ha Ye taken th is s tand. As a m••tter of f<tct they have been misleJ entirely 

uy the he<d men anll other p ersons who at•e 011 strike without the smallest 

knowledge of what th e:' want. 

~It-. E. MAcKIN'l'OSH-There ts no Joubt that the present occasion 

is a >"cry grave one is the h istory of the colony; I may say, as fa.t' as the 

money making interest s arc concerned , fa.r gm.vcr than the plague we 

passed tL rough last ye!U'. 'l 'hc combiua.tion that we lmvc to meet ami 

which some consiJer is weak is, I am afraid, particulm·ly strong. These 

men have r eally no grievance. If th ey arc properly t ackled, if they are c.x
aminell as to the various causes whieh caused the m to knock off work, they 

will l>L' fr)uml to l.wYe ahsolutdy uo a nswer. Bul. there is a,f; the l•a.0k of 

. 
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these mc u the gui lJs. 'l'hese arc the p:.:•~l'l, ~--thl' st ri llg~- ·tlut arc IYurk

ing the whole concerll, :tn•1 as Ion~· <t~ we lHti'C guilcls in th i;:; coluny w l1id1 

arc not supen·i~c~l ot· in auy w.ty regHhtt.L'll by the Go,·ct·nmcllt we s!nll 

haven. recurrence o f these clis<t:-;tcrs. (.\.pplanse.) I alll uo t prepared to 

censure the Govemme11t. 'l'he Go,·ernmeut's proposition ts :t reasonal,le 

one, aml is for the l.Jenefit of the coolies themselves. Bat the G overnment 

hall not gmspcLl the subject. I it lll not ,;l'ca.king of t he unoflir;ial member~ 

of the Conucil-tttHl I clo not :;ay th ey a ro \\'rong. f thin k they were right 

from a philanthrot, ie point, as tbe coolies a.re hucld leLl a nJ ct·owdecl toc•e t.hcr . 0 

in a most shameful fashion in their dwellin::;s. B ut they l.J:~.,·e been accus

tomed to this for year;;, <tml I J n not thik the colony is wcn·~e off in its 

ovcrero,,·,liug than i~ wa~ 20 years •~go. I uu not w,wt to hi nder tlle 

GO\'ernmeut, but I want to sec !tow we ;ore going io cope with tlle ditficuHy. 

\Ve ttt·e in a, tronulc uow which will shake t he founllations of the col.my , 

nuless it is met. 'l'hcre is only on'e Wi:l.y of mee~iug this comb in;t.tiou, aud 

that is by combination. Are yon prep;t:·ed to combine a g>tinr;t this Chinese 

combination or are you uot :J I t mu st uot be a half-hearted combination, 

which yon lll<L.V s tick to to-Lb.y aml throw away to-motTO'·'·· I t must per

meate the whole colon,r. Unless ,vou do) that you lmd fM bdtcr retire 

from the s truggle. (Appla use. ·) Unless we ta ke steps to combat th is 

evil-steps that shall he powerfn l cnou~h to brca.k on'ce for all th is series 

of strikes which t he colony ba.s been su l•jected to d nring the last ic'n ot· 

twenty years-we may as well gin: ~tp onr profession here. (Apphtuso.·) 

1\fr. D. C+Ir,Lr c::; - I h ave l is t~netl \\·ith l'ery great iutcrcst to tile 

rcnta.rks that l.ta1·e fallen f rom tlw Cllairman anJ Tlfl'. ~L\.CKIN'l'OSH. There 

eau be no (1uestion that this is a vet-y serious time lhat the colony is passing 

through at present, ln1t whether the line of proceJ urc t hat has just been 

given to ns l•y Mr. :MACKIN TOS H ts a. proper ono is questionable. It is 

perha.ps bctler that we should look a little fur ther into the matter, anLl see 

whether or not we a re able t o anive at some settlement with t he Chinese. 

'!'here has heen no effort to come to som e arrangement with t he men on 

:;tt·ike. No Lluubt they llitve an idea that the Ho\·,mmwnt wish to increase 

the revenue uy taxing them, lJ,Y putting on them a poll tax am1 by t axing 

them 111 various other ways, and I t hink if t hese matters were properly 

exph~ined to the Chinese aucl their wishes oht aincll as to what the,· would 

like, we sh oultl arrive !tt some sa.tisfactory settlement. To-day" I hacl n. 

OOl1"C'l'sn.tinn '''i.t.h RCH1l'n.] of (.he hno.rl lUCn "·bo were n.t. th0 Dnrk>:, an•l so 
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li~r as thL'Y a.rc concernell they have uo g ricva.ncf', bnt they say tl.Je.v <U'e 

afmill of the coolies in Hongkong, allll if they continue to work their lives 

nhty be in 1l<tnger. 'l'here is no Jonbt that they wish to help the people 111 

. Hongkoug, hut at the sttme tim~ they do not wish to lose their employment 

at the Docks. I questioned them us far as I could to fiml out wh<tt it was 

they would like the Compan,v to do in order th:tt they might not go ont ou 

strike. 'l'he,v said they hMl uo grievance and nothing they wished to 

receive fro)U the Comptwy. They are on <t different foo ting from the 

coolies in Hongkong, as the f,oJging House Act uoes not n.ffact them, as 

the Docks arc not in Hougkong, so they did not f.:el its provis ions so 

acutely a.s the coolies in this place. I would suggest for the consil1eration 

of this meeting that a Committee be n.ppninted to rnuet <~ rcprcsontath·e 

Committee ltppointed Ly the Chinese and see what the griev<tnce is and if 

it cauuot be righted. I think the OLinese are not uut·easouaLle. In nHLllY 

cases they an~ stupid aud ignorant, but 'when the true facts oE the case 

arc lai1l before them I have no doubt they will willingly accept some little 

n.Jvice alll111<) what is wanlL'•l. (Applause.) 
Hon. R .M. RuMsgY.- I tHust e1.s k tLe meeting 111 the fi rst pkcc to 

<tccept my rema.rks with <t certain amount of allowance. I am in <Ln official 

position, but as this i:; a publie meet ing I have taken the opportunity oE 

<tppcarin~ at. it", because this is a matter in which it might be co n~idereJ
and I think rightly in wy op inion-th;tt I might lmvu sotne in te rest, aml I 

have '' nry grertt interest in it.. I did uot ha ppe n to be he re when tho 

meeting llpenc•l, but I hearJ a few remarks that were pa.ssed, and the con

clusion I came to w<ts that in the opinion of the spe<tker the Gov ernment 

was a t fault. "\V ell, a s I commenceLl by saying I ba.l"e no bu!liness to be 

here in an otlidal capacity, anJ it may be tha t I shall h ave to ans .ver to 

my superiors for having the audacity to alhlrestl this meeting at all ; but I 

hope that those who are here will u uderstaml that I beg them to allow me 

to ad<Jress them in an unofficial capacity-if I can be in the colony in an 

unofticia.l cn.pacit.y. (Applause.) 'l'berc is uo (1ucstion that the position 

of n.ffairs in the colony must be a Ycry gra1·c ou e, Lut I think it ts hrtrdly 

fait• that by-issues shoulll he brought into the question as to wh at the idea 

of the Government 1s 111 attempting to enforce the law relating to the 

licensing of louging houses. I do n ot think that has anything to do with 

the question. \V e are all agreed the coolies have no r en.l grievance. Tbcre 

i s som~th;ng l·olo'"" th i!". l\Ir. Chairm:w nnll gent.lcmcn, I sn.y the people 
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we wish to g·t•t hold nf arP t.hc intincntia.l Cllinnnwn ol' whou1 we have 

heard a good deal. But when the time comes when they eau lJe of some 

practical ass istance to the Govcmment, where are the:·· (Henr, bear, and 

applause.) Business men in this place know far more alJOut the matter 

than I do, hut I woulU say, make a suggestiou to the Government. No 

suggestion has been ma1le at this meeting that I know of, and if you will 

pormit me I suggest tba~ there shonld be~ an importation of coolies-- coolies 

who roulcl eo me down here-and wb1· not get l ,000 or 2,000 - whatever 

num'ler might be required- and ask t.he Go,·emmeut to find acr.ommoda-

1 i •u and protection for them "~>hih;t they are here. Half the number that. 

(:<tme down here could be taken from ship to ship by tbo~e who ha,·c ships 

eonstnntl.v in use aml t.he remaiurlcr might be housed by n.rmagement, and 

allowe1l out hv the (i oYem nwnt. · It is no good sitting down autl saying 

"Oh, ll1e GlH"t~rnlm•nt. are a poor lot ." (Langb tc r.) \Vel! , pr rbaps they 

are, hnt gin• t.h <'rn ~wme pmdicnl sng-~cstion. Pnt.et i.:al men, pradieal 

suggestion. Ld n ~ go to the Go\'!~rnmen t aml bear what they have to sn.y 

alwut it. 

Mr. DoDWEJ,L-1 a m glad to bear what Captain RuMSEY hns 

brought Olll' atteution to. 'The Government can do more than we n ~ indi

viduals. As Mr. MACKTNTOSH said, we must have ;t strong combiuation 

to meet a strong combination. If the Government can Le persuaded to 

import labour, tbose who are employers uf labour will Le ex peeteu to 

guarantee t o take their labour from the Government at certain fixt>d rates. 

But if this strike is affecting the colony surely it is the colony that sh ould 

pay fo1· it and _no t individuals. Most of ns are agents only and not, princi

pals. "\V c a re working for other people, a nu for other p eoples ' ships, and 

very few of ns for our <•wn property, anu I think the loss which would 

otherwise fall on us individually should r eally fall on the colony. Th e 

coolies are not working our ships or carrying ou r cargo and this will be a 

great loss to the colony. Shipowners will avoid the place, and therefore 

we must do everything we can to get coolies to take the plar:e of the coolies 

now on strike. There a re muuy places from which coolies c~m be got , but 

the trouLle is there woul<l be grea.t delay. We want t o get tht>m quickly. 

Tbe s trike l1as Leen on four days now an d it would certainly be a week or 

t en days before we could get relief from auy other p arts. M.v own opinion 

is that Japan is the best place to apply to for immedin.te help. I know 

there are many difficulties in the way, especial!; at the present time, hnt 
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it. seem.~ to me that to bring Chinese here \voul<1 only be putt ing off the 

evil day. If we bring Japanese here the Chinese will see that we can c1o 

with ont them. As to what should be done to prevent a recurrence of this, 

I do uot a.dvoeate .TnpaneRc labour l>ei ng here permanently, hut I think 

Indian lf•uour wonkl be very nsefnl here. It wonlJ he of very great 

service to tl.le eolouy to ha \'e two or t.ht·ee thons.mcl Indi<Ul htbourers here 

should we at any tim e be invoh•ed m \V<tl'. 'Vc kn ow 111 tlw.t case the 

Chinese wonlu not help us, but the Indians wonh1 be of vital ass istance to 

onr army antlmLVy. Tbe f]lWSti on uow is wheth0r all the employers of 

hbom wonlcl be prep<trod to promise that the whole of the labour they 

requireu sltonlu be taken from the Government imporbttions. If there w:ts 

n. gua rantee given to the Govemmeut surely they might then telegraph fot· 

lauour. I J,elieY•~ that if the Chinese know that t he Government is h-Ie. 

graphing for l<thour you will very soon ~eo :1 tlifl'erent ;;tn:te of nffai rs. 

(Appla,ns<>.) 
::\1r. G RA NVII.LE SHARP- I think w0 n.r e very m•teh indebted to the 

Governmen t, to the milibLry, and to the police for lhe measures they have 

taken tt t this crisi~. 'l'here is no donbt whatc1·cr that it WltS the best thing

that coul<l JH1Rsihly he llo11e. and it h;ts been very well <lone. 'l'ho ftLll m 

the temperature uf 10 clegrees within the last 24 hours has been greatl.v in 

onr favour. E uropeans can worl> at 65 degre<'S F:threnbeit; at 75, at which 

the tcmperatnre was the day before yesterday, they found it Yery lttborious 

work. At 8,5 it will he simply impossible to work J<imopeans cannot llo 

11hysical work in t.be snmmcr in Honglwng, and therd<l l'O, howeYel· sati;;. 

factory the present position may be, it cannot 1 1,~ permanent. I n England 

stril;es continue. 'i'hero is no law against strilies. I think onr condition 

in Hongkong is a little lli11'erent. The Chi nese lal•ourers here do not belong 

to the British nationality . 'J.'hev are here l.J.v invita:ion :tn(l hv fn.vonr, 

and therefore I think th ere might lJe some slight tl iffereur.e in ~he way 

offences a re regarded . 'I'he off<'nce of stri ki n ~ migh t. be treated m 

H onO'kotw difft'rcntly from sLrikiw• in I.onlloa. Bnt in En ghwd, :tt :mv ;::, n ~ ... ... 

rate, the Government has sPt its foot. most firmly upon the suhj er.t of 

intimillation and violence, and if tl1e position bad been fully r ealised on 

Saturday when the coolie was caught re<l-handed in the violent t reatment 

of anothet· cool ie, when he struck an•l knocked his baskets off his shoulder, 

and threw tbe bamhoo into the sea, I think the case might have heen treatecl 

differen tly from what it wall. I r r>garfl, snr, the punishm <'nt that was 
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inflicted, which no doubt was prescribed by Ordinance, as an absolute fa.vom• 

to put upon a recalcitrant coolie, who will go to Gaol to have one quarter of 

the work and double the "chow " to which he has been accustomed. This 

can be regarded as 110 deterrent punishment at all. (Appla.use.) I am 

afraid there is no justification for the Magistrate having acted otherwise, but 

if be hau been empowered·- and perhaps it might be desirable to outain some 

powers- if he had been empowered to have orderell the coolie to be caned 

with his clothes off, as we in school used to be ca.ned with our clothes on

(laughter)- given 29 stt·okes, and then sent into the street showing his 

blue and red hack, I believe the strike would have been at an end. Much 

time has been lost. I am very thankful that the Harbour Master, Captain 

Ru111BEY, has said what has been on my minu for many years, namely, that 

the leading Chinese, the men of wealth, the men of standing in this place, 

are answerable fot· a great deal of our trouble here. (Applause.) Asiatics 

do not love Englishmen except when they a.re strong, and as long as t.hey 

are. strong and no longer. Englishmen love the weak; the Chinese love 

the strong, and I think it would be !~ very mistaken atUude for us to adopt 

in the present emergency to consult with the Chinese at all. (Applause.) 

I think it would be undesirable to import a number of Japanese at the 

present time, and especially under ou1· recent enli!;htenment with regard 

to Japanese. Ja.panese are Asiatics, and I do not think the Japanese are 

l'ery fond of ns. Then it has been suggested that Indians should be enga .. 

ged, but the fact is that the Chinese a r e thll men we want. The Chinese 

are the only m~u that can ca.ny; Indians and J apanese cannot carry. It is 

the shoulder that is the power of the Chinese coolie, and that is what we 

want and what we must obtain. I think, sir, t.hH.t we might represent to 

the Government our feeling upon the matter in regard to the responsibility 

for this state of things. I am quite sure that these poor men are not the men 

who are responsible. As the Chairman has stat ed, they are led by others. 

Let it be clearly stated by the Government that they bold the leading 

Chinese responsible for the state of the place·. 'l'his might seem to our 

British ideas unsuitable, but the Chinese will not r egard it as unsuitable. 

It is entirely in keeping with their system. The Government shonla say

" We make you responsible for this matter and if you do not mend we shall 

t:~~ke some steps against you with regard to it." We have been too lenient 

in the past. When I first came to Hongkong every Chinese coolie doffed 

his cap and stood Oll o.ne side to allow you to pass. vVben do you see a 
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coolie do tlntt nuwl- Wt! llo nut exet·cise onr unJouLicd supcriot•ity. \Ve 

must rule by power, and it is this we must assert in Hongkong, and by 

which we must carry the d1ty. (Apphwse.) 
ii'Ir. C. S. TAYJ.OR-The Chinaman is imbncd with ltis own notions 

of the Government, an!l he gains sufficient knowledge of om• la.ws to know 

that so long as he does n ot Lreak the' laws we do not interfere with him. 

But he perhaps does not know that on au· emergency the Government has 

power to suspend the law. The present crisis may not be regarded hy 

Western nations as an emergency, bnt Western nations do not live in 

Hongkong, aud do not look at the matte!' in the same light as we do. 

I understand that we meet here to-day to advise the Government. I suggest 

that the Government E>l10uld give notice "that unless this s trike is finished 

on Monday w~ proclaim martial law." (Hear, hear, anJ applause.) During

Snnc1ay the Government could make its nrrangomentfl, (Applause.) 

:Mr. DEXNYR- Mr. Gn,r.n:s, as I un(lerstand him, Raitl th:1t ho 

thought it might be aclvisablc to . npproar·h the Chinese r epresentatives. of 

the strikers in order to find out wh1\t they wanted. If the coolies were 

striking for higher wages I for ooe wonld say find out what the Chinese 

want. I have had considerable experience with the Chinese, and I say that 

they simply htkc this stand and say to the (}ovemment-'' If you do not 

do what we want coolies shall strike, the coaling coolies first, then the 

merchnnt coolies, then. the house boys, alll1 so on, including ricksha and 

chair coolies." It l1egins with labour. If thnt is not found sufficient shops 

will IJe close,l. It is the aim of certain people to eufor:!c their ideas by 

threatening the Government, and the1·efore I think that cvP.ry Englishmnu, 

evcrv Enrotlean livilw in this colonv oui"tht to back np the Go>ernmcnt fiR 
• ' 0 ... 0 . 

far as possible dnring this crisis. ( Applatulf'.) 
Mt·. Doow&r.L asked what had been done h.v the Registrat· General's 

Office. 
Mr. MACKINTOsu- During the period that the Registrar General has 

held office no action has been taken. But we have explained deliberately and 

clearly personally to the head coolies of the colony the varivus operations 

of the law. They wore filled with all man net: of inconsiRtencies, as Mr. 

GILr.tES has mentioned. They said they were to be fined anJ poll taxed. 

They were told thnt this was all an illusion. Over three thousand placards 

were printed nnd circnlated amongst the whole of these men explaining 

how the matter Rtood. · In my own case I have had before me the beans of 
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the different tlepartmeuts, repre:;euting thret! thoul!a.uJ weu, and Jir:;t of a.ll 

they said the Govet•nment would impose a poll tax. I said-" I will pay 

the llOll tax; there will be no poll tax." Then thP.J said there was a 

registration fee. I said·- " We will pay the registration fee." Then the~ 

said they were threatened by men, who woulll come down and kill then;, 

I said-" 'l'here are three thousand of you. How many men are coming 

down here :' ·why you would eat them up." I ttlso told them that tlw,v 

would have protection from military ani! police. '!'hey replied·-·" We 

might ue ueatcu on leaving the premises." I said·--" You will not he 

beaten, but if .you do go away from the premises and get be[~ten nnd if 

you will pt·oduce the man that beats you I will give ~200 to each mau." 
(Applause.) Uullerlying all this is the wire-puller at the back. Who he 

·is I do not know, and I wish we did. There is a secret funtl which ts 

supporting these men, ana whether it comes from the guiltls wc do not 

know. The Government arc um~blc Lo fiml ouL. Detectives Lave been 

sent out, but they have not succeeded m al'l'esting anyone. 'l'hc men 

themselves are pel'fectly pa.ssi\·c and indifferent, and the ouly reply I can 

get from them uow i ll: "If you will geL the Hougkou:; cool ie~ to go in we 

will go in also." 

The CHA1Rl1U.N-I would sugge,;L as a practic<Ll tuC<Lsure that a Com

mitt&e of fire or seven gentlemen be electe!l Ly the meeting to t1elibcra.lc 

npon this gmvc question and to put themselves m eoum·<:tiou with the 

Govcrnmeut. 

Mr. FENWICK- I ueg to second that. 

The following Committee was thereupon appointed :- Hou. J . J. 
K ESWICK, 1\Iessr::. MAeKIN-tos:a:, D. Gu.r.n:s, N. A. Sums, G. B. DonwELL, 

H. L. DRNNYS, ttnd St. C. 1\'Itcru~-:r.sf;N. 

'l'hc 0uAm11U.N-lf th<~t Committee Hweb> with general approval I 

propose that it be authorized tu aJd to its number if uecellsary. (Ap1,Jttnsc.) 

'l'he SU!![\'N<tion was approved. 

The CHAIRliiAN· - That conclude;; the business of this meeting, "·hich 

I hope will not have been in vaiu. I should like to take this opportuuib· 

of expressing on behalf of the meeting t.he very great oLiigation I co·nsidc"r 

the public are undet· to the military and to the navy for the g-reat services 

they have rendered in the uupn.ralleled emergencies of the colony. (Hear, 

hear, and applause.) 

A vote of thau ks to the Cha.irman concluded the proceedings. 
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(Ezl?·act from the " Daily P1·ess" of 2nd April, 1895.) 

·THE COOLIE STRIKE. 

RETlREJIIEN'l' 01!' TH E PU'BLIC COMMITTEE. 

A pulJlic meeting summoned by the Committee appointed at the 

meeting on Thursday last was held yesterday morning in the City Hall. 

The Hon. J. J. KEswrcK presided, and among those presen t. were-Mesal'S, 

E. MacKINTOSH, ST. C. MrcHA.ELSEN, }f. A. SIEBS, G. B. DonwELL, D. 

GrLLIEB, H. L. DENNYS (0ommittce). Hon. A. McCoNACHIE, Captain 

RuMSEY, Messrs. C. C. PLA'rT, J. S. Mosl?s, J. D. HuTCHIBON, ·w. DANBY, 

G . MuRRAY BArN, J. H. Cox, \'V.MACBEAN, G. 'I'. V rETCH, C. INCHBALD, G. 

C. C. Master, J. S. EzEKIEL, j, B. CoUGHTRIE, C. PALMER, J. GooBMANN, 

E. C. RAY, D. E. BnowN, G. SHARP, H. SKOTT, D. R SAssooN, R. SHEWAN, 

Rev. G. J. 'WrLLIAMS, Captain T.rLLETT, Messrs. A. SHELTON HooPER, 

S. G. Bmn, W. :l\lA.THIBEN, W . A. DuFF, E. JoNES HuGRES, H . SMITH, 

Ho ToNG, J. '\VHEJ::LEY, A. FrNDLAY SM ITR, S. L. DARBY, H . J. Hor.MER, 

F . \V. WATTS, F. WALKER, J. WATSON, H. E . "WonEaousE, C. A. TolltEs, 

DouGLAS JoNES, A. H . RENNIE, E. GoETZ, F. HENDERSON, &c., &c. 

The CaAIR~UN said--Gentlemen, the Committee h:~ve summoned you 

t ogether in order to state that they, having done all that lies in their power 

t o assist in term inating the present labour strike, now relinquish all fur. 

ther responsibilit.y, and hope t':Je Government will be successful in bring

~ng the unhappy state of affairs to a speedy conclusion. The Committee 

individually and collectively may see fit to adopt independent action to

wards terminating the troulJle, bnt in any case they intend in the future, 

fl.S in the past, to give their loyal support to the E'xecutive. (Applause.) 

Matters now are just where they wen?, and the only thin g to do, I fear, is 

to tire the coolies out, which is a long aml expensive process. The costs 

entailed are enormous, but as a matter of course the Government will gain 

the day iu the loug run. There ought to l•e laws in the colony making 

st>-rikin g illegal, so that on any recurrence of such strikes they could be put 

an end to without the enormous losses entailed by a process of exl1austion, 

(Applause.) The best thing this meeting can do is to leave the difficulties 

and responsihilit.ies in the bands of the Government to deal with (applause); 
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au.d I would repeat tlmt, so fat· as this Committee is concerned, its pu Llic 

functions termimtte, although it may endeavour to give individual and 

·Collective private assistance. (Appbuse.) 

There was a pause of two or three minutes, at the end of which 

Mr. D. E. BROWN said-Mr. Chairman and gentleme11, I do not think 

that at the present juncture of the strike, having assembled l1ere to-day, 

we should permit this meeting to be adjourned now. W e, I think-1 

at least-came here to-day to lis ten to some further sugges tions from the 

members of the community who were possibly not present at the meeting 

on Thursday. I Lhink by adjourning now we woulu very materially weaken 

the hands of the Government. yv e should be here to-day to demonstrate 

to the strikers that the community is working in perfect accord with the 

Government and that we are willing to continue our exertions on behalf 

of the Government. (Applause.) I think it would be a very great mis. 

.take to let this meeting terminate now. Before the meeting on Thursday 

-and I might say that has all along been the desire on the part of the 

community-it was considered advisable that the shipping com1Utlllity 

should unite and formulate amongst themseh:es some scheme that would 

prove of assistance to the Government in quelling what I do not consider 

a strike but a rebellion. · (A.ppla.use.) A strike in its proper sense, Mr. 

Chairman aud gentlemen, I consider is one in which the employed have a. 
grievance against the employer of labour; in this case, it is clearly de

monstrated the strikers have no grievance against tbeir employers. They 

are satisfied apparently with the wages they are getting and the treatment 

they receive at the hands of the employers; but because a certain number 

of the Chinese community see fit to disagree with aud become disgusted 

with the laws enacted by our Govcmment, I do not think we Europeans 

should countenance any action on theit· part with that end in view. We 

Europeans have to conform with the laws ; why should not the Chinese? 

(Applause.) I did not intenrl to speak and I do uot think I should had 

there not been a possibil ity of the meeting being declared closed; and I 
hope anything I have had to say will be taken kindly a.nd will have good 

effect. My company stands prepared to join the other shipping firms in 

the colony in devising some scheme either to bring in foreign l<Lbour or 

any other means that will assist the Government in putting down this 

rebellion. (Loud applause.) 

Mr. Ho ToNG-Gentlemen, if yon will allow me I b fl.v(l a few remarks 
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t,o make. l<'urthermor~, i[ wy English 1s uot suflicieut tu express tuy 

>iews I hope you will make me every allowance. Ou Friday last, when the 

Chinese deputation CiUJie to mtet the Committee, it avp<m.I'S to my lllilHl 

that there were only two things to Le done. Ono was for the Go>emmeut 

to be '\'en· firm and to take all cousequences, ;md the other was to see 

whether ,;e could modifv so as 1wt to lose the credit of the Govemmcnt, 

but at the same time to. imluce the strikers to terminate. iJ'he deputation 

distinctly said that. nothing would be clone before the Govel'l1or's procht· 

mation, but unfortunately the Governor was afloat, and the Colonial 

Secreta I'\' wn,s interviewed and our su~rgcstious we1·e laicl before him. I have 

no l!esit~tion in saying that if any g~entle,nau here b:td Leen here on Fri

thty, being over anxiow> at the loss which he hatl already sustained, he 

would have come to no conclusion but t.be one that the Committee anll the 

deputation did come to. 'rhe circuhw was nothing, it was merely a public

ation of what actually took place and noLhing mot·e. You see, gentlemen, 

it is ,·et'Y easv to criticise after what has been done, hut when you cou1e 

ancl wo1~k it is quite a different matte r. Personally I strongly a.tlmire the 

Govemment for Leing finu, lJecau;;e lmust strongl; C'liHleum the strikers, 

but I ha Ye no Le;;itation in saying that the Government might have aduptccl 

better and more proper preparations, so a~ to pro,·ide the mercantile cont· 

munitv with sufficient labourers. They <tnticipatcd the strike months ago, 

and tbt:>y couhl have adopted some better prepttrations s0 as to avoid the 

throwing away of lhousantls of dollars C'\'ery thty by the mercantile com

munit.y. It 1s verv easv for some gentlemen to say that the leading 

Chinese are at the botto~ of this strike, ot· that they have been sympathis. 

ing with the strikers. Well, gentlemen, I t\ppeal to you, as successful 

business men, to think what benefit or what good the leading Chinese 

deri1•e from this strike, considering the very heavy losses which they. have 

already sustained. They arc not exaggerated, and if you WCI'C to go through 

the figures, I would be able to prove that so far we have lost if not. IUOI't?, 

at least as much as the Europea1;s. I ful'thet• appeal Lo the Hot1 • J. H . 

S·rEwAR'r LocKHAwr, who is in close contact with the leading Chinese, anJ. 

I wonder whether be can in ono instance show that the leading Chinese 

have not given him the most loyal suppot·t whenever they have heeu Ct\lled 

upon to Jo so. You know, gentlemen, Chinese a.re a very quiet people

the lead in~ Chinese-(he11r, hear) they are law :1biding; they are afraid of 

the Gm·~'r:,ment, and would never interfere wit-h what the GoYcrnment 

. L 

wonltl t1v Lec.w::;e they are afmid of tl10 officials, ihc s:tme a~ they arc afmiJ. 

of the officials of their own count-ry, ancl they would never dare to interfere 

or disobey the orders of any Government., no m~tttor where the,v ari?. 

(Hear, hear.) Now, gentlemen, I thought the whole of b.st night, and it 

has been in my mind the whole time. what led to all this trouble, these 

strikes, and all these unfortunate occurrences. It is all through misunder

standing between the Governm~nt and the Cbinese - tile Europeans I say. 

This misunderstanding is 1lue to the private meetings between Government 

offic·ials ancl the len1ling Chinese. I think these meetings ought to be held 

in public so that both the Etll'opean community aud the Chinese will know 

exactly what has taken place between t.he Government officials and the 

Chinese. (Applnuse.) A~ it is now, if my information is con·cct, the 

Government official~ send for a selet·t few of the leading Chinese, or perlmps 

the Distriet \Yatchmen's Committee, to consult on some things. ·well, 

when tlwy hare ml't--whetheJ• when ihcy meet is known to the public I do 

not s;ty- at lt•ast I have not he:u·d- but ll'hrn they meet the Government 

officin.ls, if the view~ of the Chinese clo a0 1·ee with the officials, the credit 

of the case goes to the head of the depal'tmeut, uut on the other hand, if 

their views do not a.g1·cc with the c,fficials, their views are disregn.rdetl. 

For example, I read only the other day when the strike commenced that 

the District W<ttchmen's Committee nmde two suggestions to the Govern

ment. One was to have the landlords registered instt:>ad of the hen.d 

coolies, aml afte1· a, few months to get the head coolies to register. The 

second point was to gt>t the Government to mea~nre the floor so as to see 

how many coolies the floor can accommodate, because the coolies being 

ignorant of the bw did not know what 300 or 400 cubic feet meant. They 

think it is a room for one man. I do not think the Government will takP 

these views, but still before the lnw was passed, and after the views were 

properly presented to the GoverJ1ment and the Sanitary Board, the whole 

Committee might have considered whether their views were good or not; 

whethet· practica.ble or nl)t. Bnt this action was entirely disregarded and 

nobody knew t1ntil the last meeting. Gentlemen, I think I am one of the 

la1·gest property owners, antl one of the largest business men in this colony; 

still I have never had the honom· of being consulted by the Government. 

'rhe reasons I do not know; it is a mystery to myself. (Laughter.) A 

gentleman made some remarks to me yesterday, and said "Now why don't 

yon lea.ding Chinese come a.ncl help the Governmt:>nt and start coolifls 
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hongs yourselves?" It is very easy to say that, but you know the leading 

Chinese have to study theit· own business, and consider that by starting 

coolie houses they would be degrading themselves; besides, they consider 

they take a.way the right of labour from othet· people. Thert>fore it is 

impossible for them to start coolie houses. But, gentlemen, it appears 

to me that the only thing tu stop any future trouble of thi~ kind is for the 

Government to ma.ke the Chinese and the officials come in closer contact 

with each other, bring them closer together and make all the meeting!~ 
public. If they have anything to say, let it be said in public and not 

privately, whether they are Government officials or Uhiuese .• That will 

stop all future misunderst~nding or strikes of this nn.ture. I shall be most 

happy to assist the Government or any gentlemen who may form the 

Committee to terminate t.he strike, and if any gentleman has any suggestions 

to make I would be very happy to support them and to support the 

Government as well. (Applause.) 
Mr. SHARP-I am sure we are indebted to Mr. BRowN for having 

proposed that this meeting should not be immediately dispersed. We do 

not meet here simply to go a.way, and there are.oue or two things which I 

think may fairly be expressed for the benefit of all. (Apph\use.) I think 

we are all convinced that the principal Chinese-the Chinese merchants

have nothing whatever to do with this strike (applause); that I am sure is 

well known; but there is another cla,;s, a class of middlemen, a dangerous 

class in this colony, and a class which for many years past has mad.;~ itself 

very injurious here, taking to itself rights which it does not in any way 

possess, and exercising authority and power over the humbler ch\sses m 

Hongkong, a state of things which ought not to be allowed. It is an 

occult and po\'rerful influence, and this strike is not a new thing. We 

have seen this over and over again, tha.t it is owing to the influence of the 

bad over the good. As a rule the bad should be afraid of the good ; in 

Hongkong the good are afraid of the bad. I think it would be a most 

terrible thing if what may be callea the worst feature of the advanced 

civilisa.tion of Europe were imported into China- t.hat cantest with jealousy, 

that war- for it is nothing else-between capital and labour which threatens 

to reduce our country to a very low :;tate. I hope we shall never st>e it 

successfully introduced here. Our hope in this colony is to Jerive advantage 

from the employment of Chinamen, the employment of the millions of 

China; the direct ancl inrlirect employment of them ;-the direct employ-
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ment, as the large mannfactnres of Sll!)ar and others do, aml the indirect 

employment of them as the merchants do l >y bnying the products n.ncl 

exporting them to Burop'l. If that hope is interfered with l'Y the springing 

up of these jealousies it will dash the anticipation that wo have of curin<? 
" Hougkong of the difficulties of our present position. \Ye have manufac-

tures springing up here anJ there, such as rattan prepamtions, glass works, 

ana we have many other things springing up here; hut the main difficulty 

is the ruling of the Chinese. I never sha.ll forget the answer of a tobacco 

tmmnfucturt;r here. I do not remember his name, but his house is next 

to the Harbom Master's office. I asked him many years ago, "vVhy do 

yon have your large nutnttfactory in Maeao a.nd have to run backwards and 

forwards, instead of opening it. factory here?" He said, "Sir, I would 

gladly do it., hut we cannot control onr workn1en here, and therefore I am 

obliged to ca.rry on my work in "1\Iacao." He employs some thousands 0 f 

men. In Enght.nJ it. has recent!.\' been found necessa1·v to iute;·fere between 

contractors anJ their workmen. It may be necessary, if these guilds ho1d 

on in their injudicious and niisehievous course to have some leg i ~Lttion of 

t.hu.t kind here in order to insure that a larger share o£ the enornw ns snms 

paitl by the military, naval and civil authoriti~s for labour shall go into 

the hands of the men themselves, and is not al;stractcL1 by cunuin~ idlers, 

and th!tt is the description which might fairly l;e attachecl to many of these 

men. 'V it h regard to dealing with the strike, the Chinese, no c1onht, are 

children . Bnt pare:.ts do not discuss with ch ildren; they simply say that 

this or tha.t is to Le done, and they iusi,;;t. upon its being Llouc. I th ink we 

may fairly do that with regard to the reeent l'egislation of the Sanitary 

Board. There is no doubt whatever that the present position is, as has 

been mentioned by 1\Ir. BRowN, one of rebellion; it. is W f\1'. T he ex istence 

of a body o f 20,000 coolies--lusty coolies-in H ongkon g, clisnJiccted and 

armed with their formidable bamboo poles (laughter,) I say, g<"n tlemen, is 

a distinct menace to the colnny. I think, gentlemen, we may many of us 

take a different view with regard t.o the action of the Go¥en11nent i n many 

mattet·s, but in this matter we must all try ancl earn· out the sn"o·estion 

that Mr. MACKINTOSH mn.<le at the last meeting, that ~ve stand siH~l~der to 

shoulder and present an unconqll'omisiug front. (Apphtuse.) There may 

be methods hy ancl by of meeting in some way the diffieultif•s wh ic:h have 

at·isen. l!'or instance, you know, some of you very well, the absurd iJea 

of attaching these conditions to the occnpation of the house, whith has 



[ 108 J 
w 

been rufeiTeLl to 111 the public press, a,n•l then making gentlemen who 

adnallv have nothing to do with it responsible foi· it. Rut there is no 

<1ouLt ~bat these things arc necessary, and if the honsehol!lcr~ ohject to 

hear them let some concession he made to t.hem in this way. Snpposiug 

the eoolie house to he exempted frotu the 18 per cent. taxation. It might 

be considered by the Govemmcnt perhaps, and it woulol uo o ne way to 

llleet what. is undoubtedly a difficulty. No lancllonl in Hongkong wants 

cool ies in his house; they are the most objectiouable tenants that any 

landlord can possibly have. (Applause.) Then, ag<~in, I hope it will not 

be neeessary, 1111t the idea. cannot but have occurred to everybod.v, that the 

quarterly night; passes expired last night antl perb:~ps the Government 

may st•C fit to hesitate reissuing them, and I think that wonl<1 be felt to 

110 a. powerful stimnlns to nny who h;n·e the power of reconciling the 

present ,liifercnccs. T think this is a sedition; it is a. dangerous position in 

the r,olonv with 20,000 idle f'bincsc coolie~, ·or within <\quarter of that 

number, i~1 their houses with nothing to do. I t.hink, gentlemen, it woulcl 

be quite lawful- I t1o not lmow whether the Onliuancc woula empower it 

-to go into the houses and give the men the option of being deported by 

the Canton steamer that evening, or being turned out to work. (Applause.) 

Ant1, gentlemen, I nm sme they woultl go to work. They only want an 

excu~e for refusing t.o obe.v these men who rule them with a rod of iron. 

Uive them an excuse <tnd they will go to work. (Applause.) I woulJ ask 

the Chairman's pe .. mi»sion to move this resolution, which I have just 

prep,u ed for this meeting: - " That this meeting desires respectfully to 

ex prcs;; its approval of the firm attitude maintained by H. E . Sir vV IJ,I.IAM 

RoBINSON aml the Government in connection with the present coolie strike, 

ancl to record its eomiction that by snch means alone• ean the present 

difficulty be overcome ancl its recurrence prevented." (Applause.) 

Mr. R. SH~;w.o~.N seconded the t·esolution. With all due deference he 

thouorltt the meeting was~~ mistake. H e r efnsed to helieve that a British 

com1~unity was in.capn.ble of dealing successfully with Chinese coolies. 

'l' !tey as loyal sul>jects hn.d only to gi ve ready and loyal su pport to thll 

Govemmcut. It wonld be time enough to offer assistance to the Govern

ment when they were asked for it. The Government was perfectly able to 

put this slrike down (apphwse), and be asked them to show these coolies 

that the Government ''"as fully capable of putting down this rebellion of 

Chinese. (Renewed A pplausc.) 
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l\Ir. H. 8MI'l'H- It is very comfot·l.iug of n-Ir. Ho 'l'UNG to come here 

aml assm·e us that the leading Chinese have no inflnence, directly or iu

tl irectly , over th e strik•!rS. Perhaps I migbl u.sk him bow it w:Ls that after 

the leading Chinese bad lllet the Committee the other day, a~ if by a wag 

of the .fin get·, all the coolies went to work again, t~ntl now, n.fter thc·se del i. 

heraiion~, the arrangements proposed fell throug-h, and as if by a not her 

wag of the finger the coolies again ceased work? t'1u1 you explain that? 

~Ir. Ho 'l'uNG- It 1s very easily e.xplaitlCL1. It i:; ju~t wlmt I sn.id 

before about the leading L'hiuese. ·when we letl<l o•u· sen·ices to the 

Government-, if succe8sful we get uo benefits ; and if anything goes wrong 

we get all the blame. 'l'hc Chiuese deputation, when they came here, told 

the Committee distinctly that they coulJ not get at tbe heatl ccoliL'S and 

that they were all out of the colony. 'l'hc deputation were aske.1 n,ga111 

and again whether they could mal; e auy suggestion . 'l'bey answered that 

the coolies did not want registration, as they were afraitl it 'rotlld lead to 

new h~xes, and the deputation made the suggestion which was aJopted by 

the C<•mmittee, and the Chinese t.Lat Jay fully expressell t o the Committee 

that they did not commit themselves in any Wll)'. 'l'hey did not kn ow if 

the coolies would go back or not. ('J'o Mr. KESWICK) - Did I not m.th 

tho r emark to yon thitt, in spite of the cit•ct!lar, we wcru not sure lhat, th':l 
coolies would return to work ·~ 

Mr. KE::;w ICK ---'l'hat is n. currect slalement. 

Mr. Ho TuNG- But having d one that, we thought the coolie:> woulJ 

go back. Mr. SMrrH asks how is it that hy a turn of your fiuget· the coolies 

tnru Lack P H is because they thought the Government wonl•l lti~llll a. 

proclamation. 'l'he Government. turned bn.ck, n.nd diJ not tss ne the 

proclamation. It is easy to say the influential Chinese a1·c at the bottom 

of this. That is all nonsense. It was the coolies who were aimed at, and 

they h,~,·e objected all along. "\Ve tried to induce them to go back to work. 

1\Ir. Srum - T asked if you coulJ ex1Jlain Low it was. 

Mr. Ho TuNa - Well , I Jnve explc~ineJ to you bow it was. 

1.\'fr. ltoBINSON said be h:ullist ened with much interest. to what had 

bee n said, a nJ be h:tcl not hea.rJ one worJ why the coolies haLl struck. 

'l'be Committee had suggeste l that the ho usell'Jlder Ol' houseowner - he 

hatl forgotten which-should be registered instead of the head cooli~s, aud 

that suggestion had been met by th e statement on the pa1·t of the Gllvern

meuL that the s ugg•'~tiou w;H; preposterous, and it was poiuteJ out that 
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the owner could not be expe(;ted to see that the bye-laws were carried out, 

and that they could not be responsible for the cleanliness of each indivi

dual house. ·with that statement of the Gm·ernment he agreed, and the 

Con:mittee in proposing this suggestion to the Government were carrying 

out the Government's own words. If the thing was preposterous it was 

the GoYermnent that hall proposeu the preposterous regulatious by passing 

the Ordinance. Mr. MACKINTOSH hall saill that it was a qniblJ]e as to 

words, and Mr. DENNYS had poiuted out that under lhe Ordinance the 

householder i;; ipso ,titcto rcsponsil·l~. 'l'he Govcmment said that the head 

coolies had no grievance, uut t"iid the coolies strike without a grievance? 

The Committee bad actetl diplomatically in advising the Government to 

a_ccept the registration of the householder instead of the tenant of the house 

or the heaLl coolie, who received a few cents more a day for preparing the 

rice for the other coolies. It argneu penury of resource on the part of 

the admiuist.ration that it coulll uot obviate this registration difficulty. If 

insisted on the law would become a. ut>ad letter; it was unworlm1le, 

impracticable. He maintained there was something more behind this 

111 the shape of a grieYtwce. 1\fr. Ho T UNG, without meaning it, had 

given them a clue, and he bad hearu it from a gentleman of great experi

ence 1n this colony·- a gentleman who was present !.Jut whose nttmo :Mr. 

Roni:.<lON dill not think he would be justified 111 giv ing. It was not 

lllCrely the pains auu penalties that. would be IJXacte<.l in a perfectly Jegiti

lllate mauuer when the bead coolie- the man who bought the rice for small 

batches of men aml became responsible to th e retail dealer for the pay
ment- had to appear at the Magistracy, but it wa,s most certainly the fear 

of an illegal exaction th>lt had induced these men to s trike. Every man 

in his o·wn conntrv s tood in fear of his own official:>, autl every Chinaman . . 
in this colot~y stood in feat· of the Chinese officials in t.he colony. Every 

lukong would lcYy his tax, a.uu it was chamcteristic of tlJe Chinese that 

th ey da re not tell the Government. But Mr. Ho ToNG, unintentionally, 

had told them why. 'l'he officials in the colony could nmh a Chinaman 

sn.y anything, but they could not make him speak the truth. (A laugh.) 

n was moral courage that was wanting, auJ every hcau cool ie knew, just 

as the gambling house keepers and totally different classes of people iu this 

colony knew, that Le wonlcl have to pay bribe money. Every head coolie 

who got his 10 cents per diem knew that something would have to go out 

of his pocket int() thnt of the lnkong ot· cl"e he wonl•l he chargecl with over• 

. 
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crowding. 'l'hat was why be would not register. Bvcr v ma11 who re"is

tered, unless he paid these bribes, would l1ave to go beft~re the magist~'tte 
and into gaol. The magistrate could not help himself. He hatl to take 

the word of the lnkong. In many cases the lnkong would be telling the 

truth; in other cases for certain he would be enforcing his bribe. 'rho 

head coolie would have to pay the blackmail to the police for ever 01• gi,·c 

up keeping Lis boarding house. 'l'be householder could not be made to 

]my a bribe, and it was by making the householder responsible, as sugges

_teu by the Committee, that. they could find a remedy for the present 

difficult.). He suggested that as a mode of avoiding the evils of the pre

sent Ordinance the Goyernment should see to the clt>a nliuess of the coolie 

houses Ly appointing a man to visit the houses and see that the Ordinance 

was carriell out. This man would he responsible fot· the hou ses being 

kept clea.n. He (Mt·. RomNSON) submitted that if the Government re~ 
sortod to force, it would not be tl1e Government that would have to pay 

the piper, but the mercantile community, who ought to be consulted and 

who ought to call the tune because they paid the piper. (Applause.) 

Mt-. G. C. C. MASTER-M!·. Chairman, Mr. SHARP some time ago pnt 

a resolution to the meeting. It W<~S secomlecl bv Mr. SHEWAN. }\Jr. 

RoBINSON has addressed the meeting- and has put no amendment. I pro

pose that that the r esolution be now pat- Mr. SHARP's resolutiou. 'l'his 

meeting was calleJ fot· to-day, andonc of the chirf objects, I understand, was 

to see if any suggest ions could be made to r ut down the strike. .As to 

what the Go\"enune:Jt. may tlo m the future about sanitation &c., tba.t 

takes some time. 'l'his meeting either supports the Govermneut in the 

present crisis or not. ·If ~h. RomNSON-or a.uy other gen tleman-has no 

amendment to put of want of support, I propose that the resolution be 

now pnt, and aitbough this Committee has retired I would ask Mr. KESWICK 

to put the resolution to the mct>ting. (Hear, bear, and applause.) 

The CHAIRMAN put the resolution to the meeting aud it was canied 
nem. con. 

The CHAIRMAN-I do not know whether that may he taken as the termi

nation of the 111eeting, but assuming that it is, I am expressing the opinion of 

every one present when I say that the m8eting has not beeu called in vain. 

We have bad an expression of opinion from various speakers, who ha~o 
thrown some light on the present difficulty. For the Committee, I am sure, I 

may sny, a.>~ T said in my few opening remn-rb•, thi'Jy are most anxioul" to 
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give the lXovcnnueul cve t·y support in their power. '!'heir puLlic functions 

now cea::;c, lmt 1)\· :sngge~tion anL1 every way in their power, they will do 

t.heir he::;t to upholcl the lntud~ of the GO\'Crtl\1lent. ·(:\-ppl au~c. ) or 
c<mrse, m a great difficulty such as this, as I hare alren\ly SttiJ ;tt tho 

opening of the meeting, the Govemment is bouna to Le succes~fnl. Nn 

person , I ttlll sur :>, for a ::;iugle momen t. JonlJlcll when the st rike com

mctH:od t lHtt the Go\'emmcut must. eroutua,Jly prevail, bnt the question is 

wba.t is to he the cost. If they are going to gaiu the Jay or er the coolies 

by the procesa of exhaustion, the loss will be eno~mous, and I do not think 

the Government would sacrifice <tny dignity at all- fttt' be it from me to 

reconunenJ anything of the kind, but I do say if the suggestion made by 

the Committee is considert>u a bad one, an unwise one, let us damly con

sider whether there is any other suggest ion which will IHtllhis diflicult.y 

at rtn eml at a.n ea.rly date. The loss enl<tileu among the gcutlelllen present, 

aud probably to many gentlemen who are not here, is unseen antl undreamt 

of. 'rhis strike is felt enormously Ly the Chinese themselves, I am told 

-I have not gone, but if any of you ha\'!~ gone along the "·est end of the 

town you will have seen that there is very little business h uing tlone where 

ordi11arily th.~ 20,000 coolies out on ::;tL·ike would have been \H>rkiug to 

provide for the wa.nts of 260,1)00 people. The bu::;iness o[ the Chi ne se a,; well 

as the foreign community is pradimtlly at 11 stand -still. If I rna.y veuturu 

to speak on Leha.lf of the CorumiLtee as well as mytielf, I wouh1 say I ex

press no resentment with respect to the criticisms p1tsse•l on the Committee. 

As statetl in their letter, the reg istration of i ho owners insterd of tenants 

i s a subject upon which opinions may well differ. But is tha t n.ny rea.son 

for the condemnation ? One mn.y well en tcrtain Lh11t conviction. I am 

sure the Govemment Ly stating its n.dherence to its originalllesign to quell 

this strike by its own strong arm will succeed as certn.inly as I ttru ~;,t1Lhess. 
in cr you now bnt the outcome, hv W<LV of loss to this colony, will be huge. 

0 ) ., .. 

I cannot tell you, gentlemen, bow :;oon goml common sense mn.y prevail 

fur these labourers; I trust it may be to-morrow- I trust it ma.v be to-day 

- so much the better. I would be the firs t --- I and my colleagues on the 

Committee would he the fir ::~t to congralubto the Go\·ernment upon Lh0 

tcl'm ination of the difficulty w hi eh at the present time I do not :sec the 

end of. \Vith these remarks- anrl I k now they [ti'C most inaderJ_nate hnt 

they a re the very best I can malw on the spur of the mornent--1 wish the 

Govrrnm•'nt every surccss, and 1 lH' g if [1 11:' g0ntleman hn.s a pmcti..:<~l 
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suggestion to malic to the <Jo,·erument he will make it without delay. 

(A ppla.use.) 

A vote of thanks to the Cltail'lltan, pt·oposecl l•y Mr. 1\{Ar.Kt:<Tosn, 

brought the proceedings to a close. 

Cor.oNIAr. SECRE'l'ARY's OFFICE, 

Hongkong, 2nd AJlril, 1895. 

SrR, - I ao1 diweted by His Excellency the Governor to sbtc for the 

iufommtion of the Chamher of Commerce and fo t• communication to tho 

reprrsentati rc.~ of the shipping firms 111 the Colonv that the follow'111,.. ... ' ~ 

facts have been lJronght to his knowledge in conneetion with the present 

coolie st rike. 

(!). Tbnt scr<•ml firm~ have had offers from one or more Chinamen 

to supply them with 3,000 coolies at the usual stevedore rato!!, 1novided 

that 1wrmancnt em('loyment as !;t.c vetl on~s for a period of years was gmt

ranteed to the ma.b:r or m~kers of th·~ ofr.:t·s. 

(i ). 'fhat stlch offers hit V<' 111 each case heeu declined owinrr to the 

rcluct.n.nce nE thP firms conccrneJ to .li~pcnse with the scrrices ~f their 

present employ<-s despite the fact tlHtt those employes refuse to work and 

f,o comply with the law. 

( 3). 'fhat seveml firms have a cla.nse in their agreements ~dth thei r 

compmdot·es to the effor t. that the latter bind themselves to supply coolies 

to work cargo at a certain rate per ton at any time and in a11v unmbers 

that may he neeessary. • 

(4) . That m no instance does it appear that anv of the firms in 

<tnestion have taken the necessar.v steps to enforce by h~v the elanse refer

red to above, although their compraclores have failed to fu lfil the terms 

of th ei r agreements. 

From tho above fac ts it appoars that although many of the leading 

firm s h<tre ha.d it. ia their powe.r t.o take steps ca.bnla tecl to put an cn<l to 

the present strike hy eng<tging persons who are willing and ready to olJta.iu 

bhour, or by resorting to le t~"a l measures, they have roma.ineJ passh·e, and 

tlesire to ca~t the entire n'sponsibilit.y in bring ing matters to a satisfactory 

termina tion upon the Government. 

Whilst not desiring to av<,;d any responsibi lity that may rightly fn.ll 

upon the Government., H. E. the Governor cn.nnot but regard the i11<tction 

refenecl to above as incon~i stPnt with the public professions of Joya!t.y to 

-~~~~--------------~------------------~-L~----------------------------------
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tho Government and with the pt·omises of strong support and hearty co

operation in the present crisis which ha\'e been made by the community, 

and His Excellency would therefore appeal to the representatives of the 

commercial firms· of this Colony to give practical effect to those professions 

of lo>altv and promises of co-operation hy no longet• hesitating to employ 

pers~ns . who are willing to obtain labonr aml by taking the othet· steps 

indicated above not only in protHction of their own interests, hut in sup

port of the Govemment. 

I have, etc., 

.T. H. STEW ART LOCKHA.l~T. Colonial Secretary. 

Tht! Srrref(l ry, CIIAliiBER Or' CoMr.tRIWF.. 

Hnxm\n\'c} G c:-oERA L ('ru )I 1n: 1: oF l'O)DJ Enn:, 

HoNm>O:'W, lOth April, 189:j, 

S1r., - I am instrneted to acknowleclgc the rr.reipt of yont· ]('ttcr of the 

2n1l in~tnnt and to inform .':011 that, by re(}llPiit of tlw CommittcP, I l'orwarclecl 

a copy of it to the firms ln the Colony cntcn('ctrd \\'ith ~hipping with the 

m·c~omp::myiug- [P!tcr, an<l [ haYc now t he honour to cnrlo~r replies from t'he 

following, viz. :-

Mes;.:r.•. AH:-;not.I>, KAHB£HC{ & Co. 

" 
lkTTERFlELD & S\YJHF.. 

nornn:Lr., CARLJLL & Co. 

Uum, LIVI!'\GsTO!'I & Co. 

,J A Rill :SE, MATUEs ox &. Co. 

Ar.F. \Voo r.r.Er, E~q. 

Mc·~Hs. ~h:r.c' TIEHS & Co. 

, ~IEYF.R & Co. 

Sn::.~s s .: x & Co. 

St JE\YAx & Co. 

~~ 11'~et lh: ~ sA :s KAI >'tL\. 

]l. E. Bnowx, E~c, . 

The Committee~ arc of opinion rhat a perusal of these letters willremoY<' 

anv douht which may ex i><t as to the g:eneral inaccuraey of the information 

up.on which your letter appear:> to have been written, nntl sen ·e to refute 

statement~ (1), (2), (~ ) nncl ( 4) of your favour nnclgr reply. 

~~----~----------~------------------------~~- ~ ~ 
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The Committee cannot concur in the opmwn that the loading firms 

harl it in their power to put an end to the strike by the adoption of the 

means emui1eratetl in your letter, and they do not know upon what grounds 

these firms can Le charged with any desire to cast the entire responsibility 

of ending the labour strike on the Government. 

The exact contrary seems to be the fact, for the whole community, 

without exception, were anxious to assist the Government Ly eYery possible 

means to bring to a termination, as speeuily as possible, n state of affairs 

which to the shipping and local interests was extremely costly. 

In conclusion, and with special reference to the last paragraph of yonr 

letter, the Committee cannot but view with regret the charges of insincerity 

directed in your letter against members of the community, and they consi,ler 

it contrary to the public interest that in a serious labour crisis a spirit of 

discord shoulu be introduced, where instead moderation of language and 

calm judgment are eminently required.-! have, &c., 

F. HENDERSON, Sccretm·y. 

The Honourable J. H. STEWAR'r LoCKIIART, Colonial Secrctm·y. 

.So, 729. CoLONIAL SEcnRTARY's OFFicE, 

Ho:iGKONG, lOth April, 1895. 

Sm,-I am directed to transmit to you for the information and con

sideration of the Chamber of Commerce the enclosed copies of letters (2) 

from Her Majesty's Consul at Amoy relative to the importation of coolies 

from that port into Hongkoug. 

Tile Consul has been informed that the crisis appears to be n ow over, 

but the information contained m the above letters may be of use to the 

Chamber.- ! have, &c., 

J. H. STEW ART LOCKH ART, Colonial Sw·etm·y. 

Tlte Secretary, CnA ~mEn OF Co)HJERCE. 

Ko. (](], H. B. :!If. CoNst:r.ATE, 

A)IOY, 2nd April, 1895. 

SIR,- ! have the honour to a cknowledge the receipt last night of a tele

gram from you asking me whether coolies were procurable her a for Hongkong, 

aud if so, how many, nncl in what. time, a nd s t.nting t erms of contrn.ct. 
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After enquiries made last night and this moming I wired to you to-. 

day to the effect that about forty coolies were procmable immediately on 

six to seven dollars a month. 

That in time thousands of coolies could be goil here. That they fully 

undershtnd the position in Hougkong, and stipulate for protection from 

coolies of Kwangtung province. 

The men of this region have long looked with envy at the big wages 

earned in Hongkoug by the coolies ft·om Kwangtnng, but they are afraid 

of endeavouring to compete with them for fear of oppression i •y them. If 
they were assurell of protection they woulLl go to Hongkong in thousands, 

as they go to Singapore, without its being necessary to make any contraets 

with them, but this will take time, as the coolies who emigrate to Singaporo 

from this live two or three clitys' journey from Amoy, and the only coolies 

at once available are those of Amoy, who, being already in employment, 

cannot, of course, be induced to proceed to Hongkong e!.:cept on high wages, 

and whose numbers are necessarily limiLed. 

I would venture to suggest that I should only send you a few coolies 

at first., and tlmt the Hongkong community should obtain such further 

coolies as they require from this region through the men I send. In time 

any amount of men could Le obtained, alll1 the competition between the 

Pokien men ana the Kwangtung men would prevent such combinations as 

the Colony is now suffering from. The Am oy coolies are anxious to outain 

permanent employment in Hongkong, n.nd it is only fear of the K wangtung 

men, who have obtained a monopoly, as it were, that deters them. 

It is as well to inform you that the Amoy men a.re neither as strong 

nor as industrious as the K wangtung men.-I have, &c., 

C. T. GAHDNEH, Consul. 

J. H. STEWART Loc KII.\HT, Esq., A l'tiug Colonial Secretary, 

4·(' ,, <5·c., 
I! ou !/ lwn g. 

~vo. G7. 

-- --
If. B. 11. Coxst:LATE, 

A3I OY , 3nl April, 1895. 

Sir,-In continuation 0f my letter of yesterday's date, I beg to enclose 

i'cw yonr infonnatinn a dornment hfmdPrl me in original by the hPads of 
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the Cool tc _Guild here. 'l'his document was hauJeJ 1110 svoiJLancously, anLl 

I deemed tt t est to make uo comment on it, but simply to tell them I 
would forward it to Hongkong. 

The heads of the Guild whom I saw t!Jis morning inform me they can. 

get about :!00 men to l1roceed to Hongkong in a L1ay or two after uotice, 

and thous;tnds, in time if there is a prospect of permanent employment itl 

H ongkong. E vr the firs t Latch they would require a small advance. There 

would be no difficulty in getting security. for this aLlvance and no dan()'er of 

~hei1·. taking the nL1vance, aml then not proceeding to Hongkong. ';,h~ir 
1de~ Is to endca..,our to extend the coolie supply system in the Straits, with 

'vhJCb they are familiar, to Hongkong, and to slmre with the men of 

Kw~ngtuu~ in the lncrative Ltbom market of Hongkong. 'l'he question 

of I.m.mcdmtc wages does not interest them as much as the hope of 

obtaunng a permanent footing in the Colony. Unless guaranteccl Govem

ment protection they dare not attempt to enter into competition with the 
men of Kwa.ngtung in the Hongkong labour market. 

As the matter seems urgent I venture to give you a t·ough transh tion 
of the coolies' memo. 

1. 'fhe Consul must guarantee that the Chinese' coolies shall not Le 
mal-treated by the K wanatun()' men wbo ·ue in Hon<>kotlO' If f th . "' " • o ,. any o e 
coolies shou:d be killed by them the Briti'lh anthol'ities sha.Il IJay a solatium 

to the relallves of each Amoy mau so killed on a scale hereaftc1• to be 
agreed on. 

2. The coolies now engaged arc eng[l.ged for the shipment aml dis

charge o£ cargo, &c. They are not to be made soldiers of. If t Lcv do 

not suit, or if they do not wi:lh to remain in Hougkong, they are ; 0 be 
given a passage back to Amoy. 

3. Each man shall receive dollars a month wages. In every hundt·ed 

men there shall be two headmen who sh a.! l supervise the coolies, but shall 

not be called on to do other work. 'l'he wages of the headmen shall be 
dollars a month. 

4. If the coolies work baL1ly the headmen shall chan()'e them for 

others. It is necessary to know if the employment will t.e pe~inanent.. 
5. It should be ngreecl as to when the ·1mges shall commence, also 

whether ~ny advance should be made, and what shall be given in the wav 
of travelltng expenses. • 
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6. If it 1s necessary to bring coolies down from the interior, it will 

be desirable to give a. small sum for the expense of bringing them to 

Amoy."--I hnve, &c., 

C. T. GARDNER, Consul. 

Tbo Honourable ,T. H. S TEWA!tT LocKIIAitT, 

At:ting Colonial Sccretrlry, 

JJongkong. 

X 
Sir Olaude MacDonald and the Chamber of Commerce. 

At a special meeti11g of the Committee of the llougkong General 

Chamher of Commerce, held at ll :un. on the 4th April, in the Chamber of 

Commerce Room, His Excellency Sir CLAUDE l\iAcDoNAI.D, K .C.M.G., the 

ne,Yly appointecl Brit.ish Minhter to Peking, having courteously consentell 

to meet them, there were present :- :Mr. A. l\IcUONACHIE (Chairman), 

Messr~. J. J. BELL-IRYIXG, N. J. EvE, R. 11. GHAY, T . JACKSON, N. A . 

Sums, T. H. w·mTEHE.\D, aut! R. CHATTERTON WILCOX (Secretary). 

The members having been introduced to the :Minister, 

The CHAimiAN said-Your Excellency, I desire to express the pleasure 

with which the Committee of the Chamber of Commerce now make 

your personal acqua intan ce. \Ye arc more than likely in the future to 

have occasion to :uldress you from time to time on commercial matters, 

and the present interYicw which you have so kimlly accorded to ns, and 

for which I thank you, will, I trust, establish a mutual understanding. 

There are three main que~tions of the greatest, if not indeed vi tal, 

importance to the futme pro:;pcrity o'f tl1is Colony to which 1 dc~i ro 

briefly to direc t yonr special attention and to sol ieil. t he a id of your 

great influence towards their n.t tainmeut. These are :-The opening of 

the West Hiver to foreign trnde and ,steamer navigation; the removal 

of official obstruction to tbe working of tmde with the interior umler 

transit pass; and the extension of the boundaries of the C?lony. I have no 

donbt you are well aware that the question of opening up the Si IGaug or 

W est Hi ver, one of the great waterways of the K waug province!O, to Rteamers 
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of t~ll nations, anti the cities of \Y nchow-fu, T sun ~how, and ~:tn-uiug-fu to 

foreign trade, has for nmuy years en gag eLl the attention of the Cham bcr. 

Tbe ad vautagcs that wonlll accrue from the opening of this great river to 

foreign commerce generally, as well a~ to Ilongkong in par ticular, would 

cel'taillly be very great. This Colou,r, situated as it is at the mouth of the 

Canton rivet·, wonlll not oulv become a larger di~trihuting centre than at 

present, hnt it would benefit greatly by t.lw in crcnsctl pas><enger trnffic that 

would necessarily follow upon increasell facil ities o( transport. Th e opening 

up o£ the \V e~;t River would also prove of great athantnge to tbc Chinese 

population in the tlistrid. It wou.ltl secure to the Chinese GoYernment nn 

increased revenue through the Customs stations in the 8everal ports opcneu; 

it would g ive an impulse to production in the interior by bringing produce 

within reach of a market ; and it woulll augment allll enrieh the population 

of the villages and towm; along the course of the river. In short, regarded 

from every point of vie\\·, whether fore ign or nati 1·e, official or mcrcnn tile, 

the object sought i~ n most desirable one: The seconJ. point to which I have 

to refer is the question of t.hc tmtle under Transit P ass. B v Article 

xxvnr. of tltc Tientsin Treaty, as yon are aware, the privilege IS grantcti 

to foreig n merchants to sentl good~ to tue interior from any Treaty port on 

payment of the mmn.l irr.port linty aut! a lekin ehal'gc of 2} per cent. arl 

valm·em, for which a tmnsit pass is iss nell, which pass, to quote the treaty, 

"shall exempt the goods from all further inl:tlltl charges whatsoever." In 

tlte central and northem prodnccs of China a iarge trade has been tlone nnder 

transit pttssc~ , more particularly at the Yangh;ze ports; bnt in the son them 

provinces, ant! specially in the T wo K wang, the officials have made a. determined 

stand against this privilege being cxereisct!, aut! have contrived to praetically 

render it a dead letter. Your Excellency's predecessor took great interest 

in th is question, amllll'gctl the importaucc of secm·ing proof of the oh;,truction 

of t;he official~, hnt for a long time this scemctl impt·ncticahlc owing to the 

timidity of the Chinese merchanh;. A case has recently occurred, however, 

which fully suppl ies the rlcsired evidence, :tllll it has been laid before the 

noble lord the Secretary for Foreign Affair~. Briefly, the facts arc as follow; 

Some three months ago :Mr. Axnm:w, a British merchant, left Canton in a 

native boat laden with picec-goods, for wuich, after paying the usual import 

duty, he had dnly taken a transit pass, first paying the lekiu char<res and 
' "' ' 

proceeded np the WcHt Hivcr to Wucho"·.fn. On nrrinl there he ex hih itctl 
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his pass to the local authorit.ie~, and then opened un~inc~~, {lllickly di~po.,;ing 

of part of his goods to uati,·c trader;;. The next day, lHJwe,·er, the~e buyers 

informed l\ir. A:-mRE\1' t.hat they dare not take tle liver.v of the good~. T hey 

had e\·itlently been int imitlateLl, and s:tiLl thev cou ld no t complete their 

purchases unless a proclamation were i~~ned uy the authorities authorising 

them to do so. Rcpre~entations to t he Brit ish l'onsnl at Canton fo llowell, 

who in turn promptly laid the ease before the Viceroy. Tha t. official fla t ly 

denietl the iutimidatiou, bnt would llo nothin~ whatc\·cr to a~si~t the Briti~h 

merchant. The case wa~ then carried to Peking, whei'C tbe efforts of 

Mr. B EACCLERK were s ncccs~fnl 111 securing some action, for oa the lith 

Febrnnry the Prefect of Wnchow i~~netl a proclamation nominall;· permitting 

the nati,·c dealers to trade with :Mr. ANDR~:w, but the docnment was so 

wortled that not one of the nn.tinJ t ratlers would vcntn re to take a single 

package, it uciug «ta teLl Ill the proclamation tlmt. after the good~ hat! hcen 

transferred to t he Chine~e merchant,-: then lekin taxes and Cu~torns tines 

would be charged. Further representations from the Con~ul only eYokct l 

from the V iceroy 1 he rejoinder: that thi~ was tlone 111 a<'conlalH'e with the 

in Rtrnctions of the T snng-li Ynm0u, anti he conteudcti tlmt, onee transit pass 

goods haYC reached the dest ination mentioned in th e pass and ha<l been soltl 

to the Chine,;e, foreigners cannot interfere, no matter what. dnc8 are ledcd 

upon them. Thi ~ contention, if allowetl, wou ld of cour~c nullify the pro,·isions 

of Article XXVIli., at11l could not he admitted. Thi,.; C'hmnhcr telegraphctl 

to Lord ~AI.l SBURY, :uttlmean time t he Briti"h Charg-e d'Affai re~ has been in 

actiYc communication with the T sung-li Yumen, with, we hope, sncec~sfnl 

results. The case, however, strikiugly i llu~tratcs I he oh~trnc t iYc tactic:-; of the 

provincial officials. The third ,: ubjcct to w hi eh I would inYitc yonr atteution 

i,; one of very great local impor tance. 1 refer to the ques tion of the extension 

of the bonndarics of th is Colony. This matter is, 1 he lien~, engaging t he atten

tion of the Imperial Go,·ermncnt at the present moment, their notice having 

hcen ~:< pccially drawn to it by representations from lhc ci,·il , military, a111l 

naval anthoritics here. ·when the island wa~ fir;;t a eqnircrl it wa~ only sough t 

as a place where Driti~h ship~ r!oultl cMccn atHl refi t and BriLi~h tmtle be 

cont!nctetl free from iuterfcrcnee. \Vhcn later it;; nn protcetetl eomlitioit was 

noted and fortifications were constrnctcd provision w:ts only made for guns 

carrying a far shorter distance than at present, ant! the political sitnation 

was wholly different. I t is now necessary, we arc a~sttrcd lo:v expert~, in 

L 
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order to proYidc for the adeqnate protection of lhc port, to "ecnrc a consi

(lerable e xtension of the t erri tory on the other side of the harbour, setting 

l.onck the bou ndary in fact to :\iirs ttllll Castle Peak Bays, mHl to aequire 

several of the islands to the South. Not only i~ thi~ extension of the Colony 

neceBsary for stra tegic reasons, hut it is eminently desirable for otlwrs of a 

social, commercial, :tlH.l intlustrial 11ature. The Chine~e city of Kowloon, 

the other shlc of our waterb, nffonb a regular Al~::ttin for criminals, ami is 

a constant resort of gnmhlers from this side. The fantau ~hop~ ha\'e se\'eral 

time,; hecn eloscd :tfter rcmonstrmwcs from the H ong-kong- Govern m~nt, but 

they inva!·iahly re-open ant! render nugatory the cfforLR of the Hongkong 

l'olicc to put tlowu gambling. T he exi.~tcnce of facilities on the other shore 

flH' clmli ug justice L.~ also an inccnti,·e to robhery and all kinds of crime. 

T hen we need room for ex pan~ion, lJOth iu the mat~er of recreation and for 

industrial p urposes, as well as latH! for raising vegetables and cattle. The 

Chinese popubtiou, too, an• l more especially the merchant cla~~, would like 

to obtain cheap sites on which they could erect homes ant! bring their 

familie:; to reside nllller the B ritish tlag ins tead of' being, as at presen t in some 

measure, at the mercy of the mam!arin~, who eau reach them through their 

relati ve". 'l'hc Colony has progressed steadily so far as it:< tratltl i~ coucel'tled; 

but the population is ~till for t he mo~t part of a Yery transitory description. 

The enlargement of its boundaries wou ld, we confiden tly bclie,·e, tend to the 

huilLliug up of more permaneut iuterests, the es tablishment of ;11ore industries , 

and the general im•rem;c of tratle nu ll population. If yonr Exce!lcucy could, 

without d inliging auy state secret~, give ns any definite information on th e 

subjects I have referred to, it would be of grc~t interest to members. I may 

mention that a telegram was recci,7 ed here about the middle of last m onth, 

th rough R euter's Agency, to the effort thnt an Etlict had been signotl iu 

Pekiug sanctioniug the opening of the West Hi ver, bnt that the actual 

opeuing t hereof awaits the eonrlusion of an agreement witlt regard to the 

Yunuan frourier. :-;iuce that date we ha Ye received no further news 011 the 

~->nhject. 

llis ExcEU. E:>CY replied a ~ follow~ :--Gentlernen, it g i ,·es me the 

greate,;t p leasure to meet you ami to di ~cnss q uest ions which are of so im

pm'tallt atHl mo1~1entons a chameter for the fu ture well-l,eing of the C hinese 

community in general anti IIougkong in part icular. It a l,;o g i,·es me very 

grent pl<>n~nre to make yonr pPr~onal fll'q naintance awl to hear ~'onr personal 
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views on these subjects, which view:> are so much better put forward at an 

informal meeting of this de:;cription than by lengthened conespondence, 

You a,;k me whether, if without divnlging auy state secrets, I can give you 

any definite information regar(ling the three points to which yonr Chairman 

has refene•l. I shall be very pleased to give yon s uch information as lies in 

my power respecting these points, hnt yon will kindly remember that I left 

England on the 28th Febmary, since when I have been Oil mr travels, and 

ha,·c had no busine~s communications either with London or Peking, and 

therefore my information will be limite.l, bnt if it wil l interest you to hear 

how matters stootl when I left London J sl1all be very gla•l to inform you. 

In the first place con~i,]emhle delay hatl nrisen with regard to negotiations 

respecti ng the matt.ers you have mentioned allll others, owing to the severe 

illness of Hi,; E xcellency Kt:NG 'l'AJE:-<, Chinese Minister in Loutlon, who 

ba<l been lnid up for some four months antl quite nnahlc to attend to business. 

Some few weeks before I left His Excellency recovered his health anu two 

meet ings had been held at the Foreign Office; at the latter I was present 

and detail s respecting the opening of the West River were under discussion 

and seem to tend to a favourable issue, which the intimation conveyed in 

Reuter's telegram wouhl appear to confirm. In n printte letter which I 

receil-ctl at Brindisi I was informed that the meetings, which had been ably 

presidetl over by Mr. BERTIF., Hcatl of the Eastern Department of the 

Foreign Office, were now, owing to this gentleman's soverc indisposition, 

under the direct snperintendencc of Mr. GEORGI<: Cunzox, Parliamentary 

Under Secretary of State for Foreign Affai rR, whose perRonal knowledge of 

China and the Far East is well known to yon. During the negotia tions, 

great assistance had been rendereJ. and valuable information obtained from 

t11e Committee of the China Association in London. You will see, therefore, 

that Her Majesty's Government are fully alive to the great importance of 

the ques tions under discussion allLinrc g i\'ing tliem every poss ible considera

tion mul attention. To treat with the points your Chairman has brought to 

my notice in detail: Th e opening of the W est River to trade would appear 

to be to all intents and purpose definitely decided upon, and I hope that this 

may include the opeuing up of its affluents and entrances, but on this point 

I ca:mot of course speak definitely. There appears to be a general opinion 

that the opening of these important waterways will be of little use unless 

the proYi~ions of Article XXVIII. of the Ticnt8in T renty are carried out 
( 

~~--------------------------------------------~---

111 the same mnn11er a,; they arc in the Cclltml nml ~ .. nhem ProvincP~, anti 

tbis brings me to the second poin t. to which yon r Clmirma.n has rofC'rred, 

nnmely, the ques tion of trade uu.It•r Transit l'assC'~. Until my arriYal 

yesterday m Hougkong I wa~ not aware that a tef't case hatl been obtained, 

aud aR the case of :i\Ir. Axmmw i~, so to "Jleak, sub judice, I eannot of eonrse 

give au opinion; but with regard io the entire quc~tion of Tn111si t l'af'~e,.;, which 

tpwstion i" of the utmo~t and mos t. Yita.l imponatH·C to the trade of Hongkoug 

and the opening of the 1\"est et·n ll'nt c·nray~. J lll:I.Y tc·ll you that [ !tel.! se,·c

mllong con\·cr:'atiou~ iu Londou on th!~ :<uhj ,,•et with Sir XwnoLA~ O'Cmwn, 

who impressed its g1·eat. important·t• upou nw. ('oll\"<•r;;ant a~ yon a1·<·, gen

tlemen, with Cltine~e officialdom, I uecd not remin•l ,·ou that million,; of this 

offieial class will be nffeeted hy auy change in the pre~ent method of collect

ing ant] snhscqncntl.v dispo~ing of the "Iekin" and other dues. That they 

woultl c ,·cntnnllv he so atl'eetetl for their own m:tterial benctlt I , for one, nm 

convinced, but 1 am afmitl that .it will not. be in onr time that tlw_,. will be 

so eon\"inced. Ifowe1·er, yon may re:<t a~~mt>d tlmt. thi s (jtw~tion will rcreh·e 

my mo:<t con:;J:wt: an:l cm·nest. attention, a.ntl J hope thl\1. ~omc F<ointion may 

be nrrivet! at before long by which the pre~cnt hilllimn<·cs to trade may at 

nny rate he eom,iderably ameliorate<!. The thi rd poiut t.hat yonr Chairman 

ha>< touched npon, tl<e exten~ion of th e Colo!1y, is eertainly of the mo;;t vital 

importance to the fntme wcll-heing of yom r·ommnnity, pri11eipally for the 

rea~ons yon haYe mentioned, hut also on sanibtr.v g-ronn•l:<. The typhoon of 

!Hi 4, ns )'Oil are aware, cansed very g;·cat l.o~s of lifP mlwngst the C hinese 

popnl:ltion, au• l l am in formecl tha·t the bnrial of ,;c,·ernl thons:nul corp~e:< in 

ll part of the i:-dand wh ic·h at one time wa" IL"Cd as a !'-'anato rium by the 

Europe:lll rc~itlent:' caused the locn lit\· to brt:otn e \ery uuh, •althy a.nd nnlit 

fo1· haltitntion. TIH' ret·t'nt plague> hn~ •lm11·n :ltlt•uiion to t!H) great liCecss:t_r 

<Jf :m l'X te n~i011 for ~:wi tarr purpo~cs of t il e' Colony' ~ I JOnlld ario~ . The re

nH•th· would appe:u· to lie in t!w dircdion ol' oltt:lining a ~utliciently attmc

tii'C 'Ju irl pro quo to indn<'P thP Ct>ntrnl ( ~o,·crnmeut to grant the concessions 

~N forth in vonr C'hai rmnu '~ remnrk~. (In reply to a member, ~ir CI.AUDF. 

wns nntlerstood to ~ll\' that ea:<cs of purdtn~e of te rritory hy one 1-itate from 

:uwth<•r i1ll\'l' m·t·tlrrcd f'rom time to time.) In c·otH:in~iou you TTH!Y res t 

a~~url'd that the nmltc•r:-; ~·on hrll't' liWIItit•IIPd 1·•ill r< ·•·r>in• my elo~c nt.tention 

nnd that 1 ~l~:dl take an t'n r!y "Jll>ortutli t.\· ol ltriug-in 4· lliPlll to thf' !iOii•·c of 

thP C'f'ntrnl C:oYernl11<'111 . 
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The proposed Reconstruction of the Sanitary Board. 

..:Yo . . 'j():). ('oT.OXJ.\J. SEC HET A t:r',.: 0FI' ICE, 

1Oth April, I H!Hi. 

:-:im,-- 1 am direl'ted hy tlH~ (;o,·pnwr to n•cpte~t the Clnnniwr of Com· 

mereo to he good Pnongh to ~tatc whether the opinion of the Chamber on 

the ~nhjcet of the Sanitary Board remain;.; the same ns that expres>'eLl iu the 

lettPr:> of the Chainnnu, :Nlr. KESWH'I\, datotl Hlth Ol'tohcr :ttHl 12th 

Novemb<>r, 1804, and h_v "Mr. )1l'Co:ot·nn; when he wa~ r!'pre"enting the 

('lwm'wr in the LP,!!i~ltttil'!l Conneil in hi ,; miunte at.tachc•l to :Mr. I\: F.:; WICK's 

letter of the 12th Non·mher, 18~H. or whether the opiuion of the Chamber 

ha" cltan~Ptl n.1Hl 1s now the eutircly tlivc>rgeut view expres~e,] by }h. 

\VIIrn:u~;.w, wlJO at ]H'n>'en t repre~euts thn Chaml)('r 111 the J ,Pg-i,-lnth·n 

('omwi l. 
His ExPellenc·y H ntler~t:tlHLS that the purely Hriti~h )[embers of the 

C'hamh(•r amount to ahont fifty, ant! !10 will he glnd to kuow , whether 

:Mr. \YlllTEIIEAll has rcl':!il'f!tl any mamlatc from tbm:p memhers a~ a hotly 

to oppoHe the dews exprc~:-;cd by the HetrcndmJCnt Committ.ef', the 'Lnofficinl 

1\ft)mhcrs of whieh were Mr. 1\:ES\YICK, ~[r. CnATEH, anti 1\fr. ,JACKSOX, all 

::\l!•mlH)I'~ of the Chmul>e:r of Commerce, nnt! h_v Mr. ::\IcCox AClll E, when 

reprc~enting the Chamher in the Le!!:i ~lati n~ Connr>il. 

Jf a dwnge has taken place in the view~ formerly 11<>1•1 b.Y the Chamber, 

Hi s Exccl!eJJC)' will he ohligetl if yon will he gooll enough to s tate for his 

in forn~ation th e rcnsous whif'h han~ led to the change.- - [ han•, &e., 

,J. H. STEW AHT LOCKHA HT, Colonial :~er.retm!f· 

Tlu· ,<:::ecretrtr,lf, Cn.ou:m~ OF C\nnmw ·r-:. 

liO XGl\O:OW nEXEIUL l'llA~lBEH OF Co~J)IEnCE, 

Jff>x<:J\OXt:, 2:2nd April, 1 H9(i. 

Sw.- 1 ha,·c to aekuowletlge re<>eipl of yonr letter of the lOth in~t. 
requesting 1lw Chaml•cr to state whether tlw opiniou expreRsetl hy the then 

Chairman (~fr. ,J. J. K~:swrcK) on the suhjeet of the Sanitary Board in letters 

date tl 19th Or.tobcr aml 12th ~oYemher, 189·1, ant! hy Mr . .McCoxACHIE 

when representiug the Chamber on the LPg islatiYe Council 111 n. minute 

nltnC'lJP•l lt> tlw la~ l n:mwtl ]PttPI', is that now lwltl ll\r the Chn.mbPr, or 

--~--~----------------------------------------------------~--

y 
whether it ha~ cbaugeLl tt> the new expn.l ~~ed Ly .Mr. \ruiTEIIEAu, the 

prcseut rcpre:>cntntive or the Chamber in the Legi~lati ,.e Conneil. The 

Committee IIIHler><tand that lli~ Excellcnt:y the Go,·cmor detiires an expre:<

siun of opiuion 011 the (JHC:ition uf the re-constitution of the :-:;auilary Board 

only, amluot nu all the nt:·ion!l pt>iut;; mi:>etl in )lr. KEswrcK'~ letter of 1he 

l9th OetnLe1', 189-1. 

In reply, I am dircl'te•l hy my Committee to Hate that, a:< 1w expre.~:<iou 

of opinion hy the Comlllittee on the question of the re-con;;titutiou of the 

Hnnitary Board eoultl Le final, it would Le uece:<sn.ry, if His Excellcuey the 

Governor wbhe~ it, to obtain the opiniou qf all the members of the Chamber. 

With reference to the ques tion whether 1Ir. WmTEHEAD has reeeh·etl 

any tnnndatc from the Briti:>h :Member;; of the Chamber on the "ubject, I am 

iustructed to 8ay that no mamlutc has hccn gh·cu, aml tlmt there i,.; no reconl 

in the ClmmLer's book~ of any preceLlent. in respect of the Chamber or a uy 

section of it:; member:< c\·er luwiug b .m ctl n. mandate to any one of the 

geutlemcn \dlO h:n·c }H'eYiou:<ly repre~entc• l the Chamber in the Lcgislati1·e 

Couucil.-f !Ja,·c, &c., 

H. CllATTEHTU.X \\'JLCOX, S(•cretmy. 

The IIm ... J. II. sn,\\'AI( r LuCI\liA[(T, Colonial Sal·r·flu·y. 

Iloxo Ku:ow. Wth April , 1 ~91i. 

GE:-;TLE~IE:o;,-I beg to han,l you copy of a letter of this date addrc3>'etl 

by me to lli~ Excelleuey th e C..:ovemor in pmt reply to a commnuicat ion 

tlatctl I Oth iu,;tant from 1 he Colonial ~ccre tary to the Sec re fan · of the 

Chamber. 

1 nu will observe that 1 have Yenturcd to que~tion the n.s.-;n mpti<Ht eon· 

tained 111 the Colonial Seet·ctm-y's let.te r tha t in politit·al mat.ter,; l a n1 the 

rcpresentn.Live of the l'hamlJcr in tlw :<cnse in which the wort! "repre~ent" 

is nsct! in tire Colonial Secretary'~ let ter. In a ll matters affeding trade antl 

commeree I hn1·e alwa.,- ~ ~:on ~ulted the Committee and tire :\Ieml.Jers of the 

l'h:nnhcr of Comntert'L', au•l ~ tri,-en to represent t heir Yit:\1':-, and J ~ hall 

always tlo so. On matter~ out~itle the seope aml ohjcet:; of the Cl mm her of 

Commerl"e, a~ ~~ tlw ttnesticm of the eon,.titntion of tire Sn11itarr Hoanl I . ' 
submit ll1n.t I rq>n·~<mt lhc •·omHtnnil y at lm·gc, mul I t·n•lt•a vonr In !he heM. 

of my n.bility to uc:ccrtn.in the opinion~ of the hnlk of t!Jc rP~itlcllt s , fll~tl to 
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put them [urw<L:·tl, r~.; !n·i: 1~, IH)II" Jl·er, Ill )" uw.t eou1plct...! ft\)l! llJill ol' opiniou. 

I Jeny the ex:i ~ t.e:ICU or any ''nnnJate ,, a~ llii-Briti~h llllll llii!.)OIIsl.itut.ioual. 

I mueh regret that the Chamber'~ late Ch :~imHtn, 1\ir. K~:SWICK, ~houhl 

have ple.lgecl the Clm:nhcr t> all,\' expz· ;·s~ion (If opinion on a pl!l'ely .\lnniei

pal qne:;tion wilhout.first snl;mittin,r; the uwttr·r to th~ ;JJembcrs of tlu• Cltam

ber for tlteir deliberalitJJI awl CfJJI.~itlr•J'!tl irJII, nwl first obtaininy their views. 

At the tiame tinw hi~ t'll t tr~t• is d ui'cn•ihle, a~ th<o Ch:uul;~ r might f<ti rl ,v claim 

a right t o call the :ttt•.) tl!inn nf the l;.ll·enHn :;:lt to th~ gr.tv u injur:- th :tt hat! 

be::u do11e the Colony and its tradl) !11· clt>feeh in S.tllitary L cg·islation n11d 

Admini~tratio11 gcnc mlly. The rpwstion ha~, h•Jwe1·er, ee ts erl to be a )!'•·n•·· 

ral one, a11<l the Bill 11011' bcfOl'Q the Lc;J;i~la.tiH! CouHeil is tiimply oue for 

the rcorg-anisatio11 ol' the ~:mit.ary Bo:ml ami as to the ntunbcr azlll ebss of 

me!nberti by whom it i~ to be eompo~ed. 
I humuly submit for your cou~idemtion t,hat the eonr~e fOl' the Com

mittee to atlopt will he to r eply ln the Gaverument that in the preseut form 

in which the question of the S:witary Boartl is now before the Council, the 

ConuuiLtee ha~ 11 0 opi11iou, an • .l it is uot, a,; :t p;trely t:ommercinl atHl eo:;mo

politan hoLly, qualified to express any opi11iou on a 1p1c:;tion of purely Jlnui

eipal eollCCl'll. 

.A~ to the ,;ugge~tion that yon should report on the Oi>iniou:; aml actiou~ 

of the Briti ~h 1\lemher:; of the Clmm\,er that, of cuur:;c, i,; impossible, as yon 

eau ouly spc:tk for the A,.;sueiation a s a whole, foreigner~ anll Ut'iti~h alike. 

If the GoYentmcnt de~ires to obtain the upiniuu of the Briti sh subjects in 

the C olouy, it can YCI',\' ca,; ily eon\·enc a pniJii e mee ting·. 

l 'lea:;e note t ha t i will :;ewl a eopy o f thi~ corrc ~poudeuce to tln local 

l're~:;, fo r the infornwtiou of the -:\lcmber:; of the Chamber of Commerce nnJ 

the commuuily .--1 am, &c., 

T. 11. WIIlTETIEAD. 

To t l1e Cu!Ulllittcc of the llu.xt;Ko.X• ; GE:i El: .\1. l'IL~~l!Hm uF Co)Dil': ttCE, 

Ho:->• :Ko:-..t:. 

li O:"i<: 1\0.:iG, Wth April, 18%. 

:-;n: ,-A~ :t memher of t.he Comlnittce of the Chamber ol' Commerce, I 

h:wc seen the Colonial Heeretary'~ le t ter of the lO th in~ tant adtlre ~ ::;ed to the 

!';ecrctary of the Cltamher in wuieh, l>V your Excellency'~ dirccl.ion, t lto 

Counuittcc of the ChamlJcr is rcquc:; tctl to s tale whctl•cr its opinion uu the 

-~ ... 
~----------------------------~--------------------------------
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~ 111Jjeet of t.[H; ~1tllitary fioard 1\.)1\Uill'l the ~iLUIC a~ that e.~pr..):>-)c .l Lll t:ertaiu 

letter~ ol' .\It·. KE~WlCK ·~ d:~teJ th:! 19ih U : ~ toiH.:r awl 12th l'ion·1uh:;r, LS!J! , 

awl by ;\lr. ::\lt·Cu.:i..\l'liiE in a tni Hnle •Ltt:tcltetl to 011 ~ of ~lr. Kt·:s\\'tcJ(~ 

letter:;, or, whether the opittio11 of the L'lmmbcr i~ llf>W in a:•eonlant~l' with the 

Yiew:; cxpn:;;setl hy me. who, in the wonl'l of the Colouinl ~C!' l\.!t.ar,\··~ letter, 

"I'Cprr·scJd at pre~ent the Clwmut•r in tlte l .egislatire Co11ncil." The Com. 

millce of the Chamber, i11 th e ~amc letter, i ,; !'nrtht•r r .. ' t[lle.•te.i t·> ~t ·ttc whe

tlwr 1 ha\·c any mrutrlatc from t.he p11rely B ritish tucmbcr:> ot' (h t;' Chamber 

a:> a hody to oppo~e tb.e v iew~ expre~seJ hy the Retrcuehmeut. Committee 

(t.he {Inofficial Members of' which were illr. KE:;\\'ICI\, :\Ir. CII .\TEit 11111i 
Mr. J Act\~ox, allmtmli>er:; of the L'luunuer) a tnl by :.\lr. -:\lcL'u:-i.\<.'tiTE whcu 

rcprc~eutiug tlw Chmnucr, al!ll to Mate their rea~ous fo r any ehangc of opi

uion, if there has been any change. 

I lun·e no doubt that your Excelleney \\·illreeci\·c from the Committee 

of the Chamber of ComHJeree, in due courtic, a reply t.o your rerptest for in

formation a~ to the pre~en! attitntle of the Chamber with reference to the 

Sani tary Board and i!,; ret:onstitutiou, althonglt there 111ay be ~o:ue delav, 

·a~ the Committee will, 1lonbtlc~s, feel bound now to enll a gellt•ral mecti~g 
to eonsitl,~r the matter, H prccantio11 which ;\I r. KES\Ylt 'I\ and M r. ~IcCuX.\~ 
ClllE do not ~ecm tu haYe takcu before ado.lre:;~ing the Govemmeut in Oeto

ucr am[ 1'\ 0\·emiJcr, ]89~, 

As to ~· o ur Execllcll•:y ·~ rt'(lllt:~L l'or information a" to whclhet' I \Ja ,·c 

n11y mandate from thL· purely Driti,;h members of the C'ltamhcr to oppo,;c the 

\'icw~ exprc~~ctl a~ to the :-:)au itary Boanl by tLe Hetn•nt:hnwnt Committee, 

and ~fr. Kt·:S\YICJ\, Mr. C n .\TE!t, ::\lr. .J.\ci\ ~O.x , aud Mr.l\lt'Cu.x.\l.·tJtE,] thiuk 

it better, after ver~· full aULI (•arcfn l ('OU»ideratiou, to reply to you myself 

direct as I am afrni•l that tlte eonstitutiou of the Chamber does not afTol'tl 

any faeilitit·~ for obtaining- the opiuio11 of a "cdion of it~ m~mher~, and 0 11 a 

purely 1nunicipal and not a eommercial ([llCstion, anJ a~, morcoYer, ,·our . . . 
reqnetit ~ cetu~ to he based on c:ertain a~"nmption~ to which I cannot at a ll 

g in• my a~~e11t and on which T may ha\·e to a"k yo11r Ext·cllcne\: to outaiu 

the opinion of the Rig-ht lJouourablc t he Secretary of State for rh~ Colonic~. 
1Jenuit me lo point out that I do uot, in the sen~c iu whi l'h the cxpre~· 

sion is used in t he letter uow UIH1er reply, ' ' represent." the Chamber of Com

merce in the L egi:; lati vc Council. lt i,; :t cou \·enient wn.y of Je~ignati11g me, 

iu compli:~.uec wi th the l'arliamenlary rule that forlJid~ th e u~e of IIH!IIC~ 1n 
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dd.~t~tc, to ,.:peak of me a~ the Hepre~eutati ve of the Clmmh:.!r of Cotutnet·cc, 

nut! although l am cleetc I aLHlnomiuntc.l hy the Ch:11nh~r of Commerce, I 

um appointed hy the Q~.: EE~, nud I rcpre~cnt on the Council, together with 

my eulleaguc~, the geueral iutere~t;; of the cutnmunity and not of auy part i

cular Het·tion of it. I am uo nHll'e the repre,;entntinl of the Chamuer ou the 

Council than ~Ie~sr::;. BELL-I~tn:-<ti aLHl BEr.tLlO~ are the r~pt'<!scut.ative~ of 

t.lw Govemmeut 011 the Council, becau~c they arc selected and nomiu:Hetl 

for the honour hy your Execllctwy. 

Xeither ha,; the GoYennnent, at any tinw, r;;eugni~e.l the :\lcmlwr o[ 

Council, nominated by the Chamber, as representing it, or entitled to speak 

ou its loclmlf. "'hon the <;o,·erumont has de,;irc1l, fur any pnrpos(', to 

a,;cortailt the opinion or obtain 1.he au dec of the Chmnhct· it ha,; iu variabl.v 

ml•h·c:>:;e,l it:;elf hy letter to the Chainnau or to the Committee of tile Chamber. 

A,; to your ExcellcH•~{" refereuce to :t '' uutndate," ami your reqne:;t. to 

be idormetl if I ha,·e :t ''mandate'' from the llriti~h memhm·;; of the ChamLct· 

of Commerce to oppo:;e the ~anitary Board Bill, ma,v I he pcrmitte•l to 

t·emiml your Exeelleucy that ouly the Chamh..:r n.:; a whole-Brit.bh an•l 

foreigners combined-could give men. mmulatc, if ~uch a thin)! were pos~ihlc, 
and that J eoultl not be the maudat,h·e of' a sedion of the Chamber. Bnt 

there i:; no :;uch thing a,; a nutiHlatc known to Engli:~h l'adi:ttneutary praetiec. 

It il; a foreign invention, and :.\Iemher~ of Lcg:blaturc,; in Grent Britain aml 

h er Colonies haYe nlw:ty~ refnsed to be t.hc 111:11Hla.taire . ..; of their eloet.or~ . 

_They have always claimed, uo matter by whom clccte•l, tu exercise their 

own intelligence on all quc;;tions eomiug bd'ure the Legblati ,-e Bodies of 

,~ hich they were members awl to n.ct at·t~onling tu the he~t of their jwlgment 

for the interest:; of the entire community and not according tu tbe ,-icws of 

their immediate elector~ . 
A~ to the general qne~Lion, my uwu opiuiun i~ that if the community 

was fairly eauYa~;;e•l on the subject. a <~ou.-;i•lerahlc mnjority of the British 

residents would be fonll!l to he in favour ol' a popularly·dede:l Sanitary 

Bonrd, with rtdi ''JWlh' ])(III"ITS and Wt cffit:ient slr~f/; 111 pre!'erc1We !o a11y 

Boanl on which there wa~ an ofiicial majority , ant! I ~ltoul•l L~ , ·cry glai 

imleetl to co-operate with your Exeelleur.y in ohtainiug a zll~·bi.~c itum on the 

l'\uhjcd. It will he an irnmen~e s tep in ad van cc in the metho•b of Colonial 

G o,·ernment, should your Execllt•ncy rhiuk well to :tpply it. 

A .• lo my OWil oriuiou:; I !tan; cxprc~.;c l none :Li ycL in Council Oil the 

~---------------------------------------------------------------
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~ubject ex:cPpr i11 so l'ar n~ I lt:-t\'P ~nid, what I thi11k rite (;o,·el'llllll'llt a•lmit, 

that it. ts a rPtrogrthlc slt·p to ltaYP to dt:wgc l>:ll'k from IIH· popularly 

eou;;titutcd Boanl, c;;tahlisht•:l in 1888, to the older form of Sauitnry 

goYer.nneut h,· a Dep:n·tment or by a Bmll'll with an offi1•ial majoritv unless 

there arc ,-c1·y gm,·e rca~ous to ju~tify the ~t.ep. Your Ex~ellc;wy ha~ 
cxpressetl yourself as favourable to popular forms of gO\·ernmcnt where 

pos~iltle. I am open to eom·ietion, mul if the Go,·ernmeut, or the gentlemen 

who :uh·ocate the views and opinions of the Gon•rnment, a1·e ahlc to Rntisfy 

me on reasonnhle el' idenl'e that the JH'e:>ctw<J of an nnofficialmajority on the 

Sanit.at·y Boar•l wa~ the cnnse of its failure, if it tlitl fail to perform the 

responsiltle llutie~ cntrnMctl to it, I nm prep:Ll'ed to ,·ote for it;. reconstitution 

on the liucs of the present Bill or any othet· the Go,·emmetlt may intro•ln<>e, 

hut I t•:w titlll H J edtlenec to that e-ffect. The ~tatement of objects a.nt! 

roason~ nttadtl'tl to the Bill now before the Couneil refers to the ex perience 

of the Plague year as ju><tifyiug the pmpo~e:l alt.emtion, and as the basis of 

t.he rL•commciHlation~ of the Hetrcueltmt:nt Committee. I was not. in IIonakoua 
. 0 0 

.tming the greatm· portion .of that yeat·, hut. from 1dt:tt I thc·n read in tile 

public jmu·n :tl,;, from mv l1 • tler~, ami from whnt. I luwe ]oame•l ~inne uw 

rct.nm, I gather that the Sanitary Board rend.ere•l tlm·ing that period mo;t 

efficient ~erviee, nnd that, if HCYCl' hefort:, it then fnllv J' nstified the ltiahest 
• • b 

hope,.; that hat! e\·cr Lecn place•! on it. It grappl(>d with thP pl:tgne mo&t 

promptly, most vigorom:h ·, awl mol'! e lfectin·h·. . . 
I lmvt' hecn :;cPking, over ,.;inPe my return to the Colony, for the eYitlHnce 

on the othet• side, anJ I t·au find non (>. Yonr Ex<·cllen(•y r(•fn><es to protlnee 

t.hc oflicial report:; antl t'OITespo1Hlencc on the subject, and eYen th(> Seeretarv 

of State's lettet· approYing of the draft Hi.ll. You have only put forward i;1 

snppOI"t of the Bill the rcrommetula.tiou of the HetrcHc~ltment Commit.t.ec, aud 

the le tters nml nu>moranda of Mr. K Ei\\n< 'K, }fr. C HATEn, Mr. Ih:J.JI.IOS aut! 

:\fr. )lt ·Cox.H~ IIlE. ThPse nre mere cxprcssiuus of opinion wholly nui<np

porte•l by fact~. Thcr arc, to m~· mind, completely eomttcrmiled hy Dr. 

Ilo KAI's very full aud \'cry ahle mcmoratHium is~ne•l with the other papers. 

As to the t·ceommentlation of the Hetrcnehment Commission I eau onlv s:w 

that howm·er ntlna.Lle th e opiniom of" the indi\"idnal ::\1emhcr~ who eon1:nrre;l 

in it may he, it ought uot to carry any ~nch weightn>< attaches to the opinion of a 

puhlic Committee in1·estigating a matter properly before it. It >'Ccrn~ to me 

to ll:n·e l>PC'll PntirPI_I' ont;;j,jp !hP ~Pnpl' of thPir Pommi~~ion nn•l, w/l(ff i.~far 
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111m·e imzw1'tant, 011 a mutter ou whieh they ha<lnot t:akcu cdtlcn<:c. I haYe 

had the Blue Book report mo~t r:trPfnlly ~earehPt!, and I Pan only finu six 

p:~ge~ of C\ itlcnce with rdereur.e to tlw working of the S:wiuwy Roartl, as 

tlil'tingni:;hed from the expeuditnre ullllet' the hcml of :-ianitation, and the 

Commitlf)e hall actually no cvidcn<·e before it at nll a~ to the work douc hy 

tlw Sanitar.1· Board tlnring· the plague nor a~ to it,.; <·on~titntion. The ouly 

clear mq)l'c~~iou of opinion ou tlw snh,icd i ~ J,y :\fr. CnooK at pa.gn l!i'i, mlll 

he wa,; tlecit!P<IIy 111 faYonr of the Jloanl. Sud1 <lefects a" were iutlieatctl 

ami ,;udt opinious ns wcr<~ ~ri,·cn seemc<l to poi11t llllre t<l w::mt of exePnti\'e 

power in tl1 e Board awl to waut of a ~ntfif'i<·nt. ~tafl: through wn11t of fullll", 

thnu to any ncc<l for the reconstitution of the Uoa nl. The only reform 

your Ex<'Cllcn<·y now propns<'~ i" · tlw reduction in the llll!llher of llllOfficial 

mcmhers on the Board, and I " ·n.nt some eYi<IPn<'e that the presence of nn 

nnoflil'i:d majority was the cause of its failure, if it ditl fail. 

A~ to ::\:Ir. K~e,owrcK',.; letter in tiH' name of the Chamber nf Commerce 

1 ha,·c already pniutcd ont that it w:ts written without Ponstdting the 

Chamber a~ a \\'hole in any wn.'·. I liwl that rhe mo,·emcut wa~ initiated by 

:Mr. KE,.WH'K him;.;elf. that there wn~, nppnrentl,v, uo di,;enssion of the matter 

at nny meetings of the Committal:, aJHl that the letTer, tlr:tfte•l hy :3fr. 

KESI\' ll"K, wns simply sent ronml to members for thPir imJi,·idual npproYal, 

was di~npJH'OYcd of hy :Mr. :VL\CKlNTO"Il for one, rereh·cd hut n half-hearted 

ntH! lukewnrm. ~upport, nJHl hung fire for :t eonplc of month~ before it could 

he got nwny. lkiu:;!: a pnrcly politieal and mnui<·ipal qll(·~tion ir wa~ not, 

it SC('lliS to nw , withiu the compc·I CltP<' o f the Ch:nnhcr tn <lisrn~ " · The 

Chmnht>r lta<l the right to call the attention of the Gon;mmeut tn the grave 

htjnry tloue to trnde uY the iu~nuitnry " tatc nf the Colony, bn : it is har<.lly 

within it s <'ompetPnr t• 11 " a. rosmopolitau hml_v to ath· i.'a\ tlw Govcrnmf'nt ns 

to the (•!lns til"lttion of any of the tlqmrlmcllt ~ of the ( ;o,·crnmeut , or a~ to 

the bP~t tncthO!l~ of gdting the l:o YL•ntuwut work done.-! han•, &e., 

T. IT. WIIITEllEAD. 

FORTNIGHTLY 

01JltRENT QUOT AT TONS 

DURINQ THE YEAR 1895. 
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FORTNIGHTLY CURRENT EXCHANGE AND 

QUOTATION~. 

On London l'ri vnt e 
Jlank, Telegrnphie Credit~. , 

4 months' Tran,fcri'. ! mouths 
sigllt. sig\Jt. 

---- -- ----- --- - - .-- - - -.- ·- Doeu
m<'ntary, 
4 ntontb~' 

t"ight. 

------------ .. --- - - ------ -------- - -----

Fortnight, ending 2nd .January, ....... 2/0~ 

1,'11~ 

2/0 

Do., 

Do .. 

Do., 

Do., 

no., 

Do., 

llf' .. 

Dn., 

1.'<>., 

ro., 

Do .. 

l~o .. 

lJn .. 

!looo 

1lo., 

Do., 

Do., 

Do., 

} !o .• 

l 't) .. 

llo., 

llo., 

do. !Gth January ........ 

,Jo. 301\J January, ... .... 

do. l:lth Fe\Jnmry, ...... 

<1<>. 27th Feln·uaJ·y, .. .... 

do. 27th )l:lrch, 

do. 1 IIth April, ......... .. 

<h>. :Hth April, ......... .. 

do. ~th ~fny ............ . 

ilo. 22nd )lay, .......... . 

do. :it h .Tune, ......... .. 

tlo. I !llh J unr ........... . 

tln. ;I]'(] ,July, ......... .. .. 

d., . 17th .J uly ........... .. 

<In. 3J:.;t J uly, ... ...... . .. 

do. 14th August, .. ...... 

do. 2Rt!J Aul!u>l. ........ . 

t1n. 11th l'r ptt•mber, . ... 

1l o. ~f>tb ~<'ptcmher, .... 

do. 9th Octtlher ........ .. 

tlo. 2:lrd (ktoher, .. ..... oo 

clo. 6th l\ o,·rmhcr, ..... . 

<In. 2flth 1\ovemi>Pl": ...... 

do. 4th Dc•·cmhet· ..... . 

1 /11~ 

ljll ~ 

1,:11! 

1 n~ 

2f1~ 

:(2 

22 

')•) -.-

0) •ll - , - 1'( 

2:~~-

2 :·>;.!. - s 

2 _-~ ! 

212a 

t!o. JH h l 'rrn n l:er,...... :!/li 

l f ll ~ 

lllli 

I:Jq 

11\! 

1 !11 ; 

21! 

'} ." ()j 
- · -ts 

- - ----· --- ---

z;o; 
:!tOi 

.2 . .'0k 

l f ll ~ 

20 

2f0i 

2 .:1~ 

'>'•)I -J --. 

') -•) J - .- ·1 

2j2~ 

•) · •l,J 
- . """¥ 

2i2l 

9 ·)J -.-.... 
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BULLION QUOTATIONS DURING THE YEAR 189lS. 

On 
~·m nee, 

~ months' 
sight. 

On 
Rum bay, 
l lcman;l. 

On 
c.tleutta, 
Demand. 

Bar 
Sih·e1·. 

Cle~m 

~lcxican 
Dollal's. 

Uoltl 
Bal's, 

HS 
tt•uch. 

Gold 
Leaf, 
IOU 

totwh. 

FC8. :Lii -R& 1~7! & 18i't 7( ";6 pm. 7 o);pm. % pm. 549.:!0 $ :iO,;;o 

$49.!1<1 $.'il.OO 

$.iO.GO $:; l.iO 

l''c•. 2,.'; 1 -R& l S·If .fu;. 18-li 10 ., ., 

Fe~. :Ud & 18:! lt& ltl:l !li .... 

l~s- 1H4 10 , 00 

Fl·~. 2.6i .Ra- IS!l! -R&- lS!!t 10 ., .. 

· Fe~~. ~.67 ~ Hili R&- llll{ 10!, 

F c.~. ~. i 6 Rio- 1\13 

Fe~. 2.16 &is- 1!!6 Jt~< ! !If) \0 .. .. 

F e,;, 2.i6 R&- l!H! R& Ul!~ Ill! .. 

Fe~. ~.76 Ra· 1!!:1! R&· 19:!! 10! , 

Fe~. :.!. i'6 &&- l!l:i! -&- 1 Bioi 1 0§ ,. , 

Fe~. 2.77 14- 196~ &- 1%~ lOa ., 

F<·~ . 2.i6 ~ lllli Rs- 1!111 1(1! ., 

Fe~. 2.H R& 1!.16 JV.~ l!Jfi Wt , , 
Fe<. 2.i7t Rs- 196~ It& 1911t lOt ., 

00 

Fe~. 2.Rt> -R& !!lit .& ! !lit 10 ., ,, 

8 

~1 ,, ., :!! ,. , s.;o.n s~2.oo 

H~- ,. .. :~ ;:;.i0.2i\ $:;Utl 

H·! ,, 4 f ~ ~ ., S+~-~.i $-!9.80 

Ht ., ,. 4 ~ ,. S·l 7.30 $!S.~ll 

41 .. .• $41),05 $47.:/0 

9t .. .. Bf .. .. $4H.sil MS.ou 

9i .. ~ · tJ 

9~ ., " !iJ 

9J ,. :;! 

9! ., .. '~t 

!Jt .. ~t 

9i.. ,, 4 .. 

$41;,;,~ $4 7./lO 

$46.;;5 $47J'n 

${(),ill $4~.01) 

$4(l.iO $li.i10 

$46 .11 1.1 $ 47.80 

$41i.50 $4i.7tJ 

$·liU(), $47.60 

!I~ .. ,. il{ ,. .. $46.20 $4 i.!ifl 

Fe~. 2.!111 ~ l!H! Rs· l!IP J<J' ., "' 1 • ~ 3 "; , . il4 $Hi.l0 $47.10 

Fc8. 2.80 -Ra l9!if -R& [9;;f 10 ,, .. , 9' • ., :l j " .. $4fi.J 11 $17.:!0 

Fi·~. 2.85! .JU>- 1!14 R& 19-1 10! ., ,, ' o 9~ ,. , :~l .. $·li) .. JO $·1H. 70 

Fcs. 2.?H! R& l9i R& Hti !!~ , ,, !l ., ., 4 $46.05 $4i.IO 

~·cs. 2.83! & Inq R& 1!1! ! 9~, , s~ ,, , :ll ., , $46.10 Sti.:lo 

F'es. :!.81 R,s. 19q n: ,. ,. $4ti.'IO S li.!iO 

F('s, 2.78 &&- 1S!J !) " ., $41i.20 $ ~i.:l0 

l•'c~. :?.74 9~ !~ . , S! ., .. ~ " " $! 6.91) $4!l,'l0 

I 

~~----------------------~~~--------------------------
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T HE HARBOUR MASTER'S REPORT. 

.No. 110. HARBOUR DEPARTMEKT, 

H ONGKONG, 26th Februai'!J, 1896. 
Sm,-1 have the honour to forward the Annual Returns for this 

Department for the year ending Sist December, 1895. 

SHU'P'ING. 

2. The total tonnage entering and elearing amounte 1 to 15,632,118 tons, 
a.n increase of 1,383,442 tons over the previous year. 

3. There ~'ere 36,908 arrivals with a tonnage of 7,827,398 tons, and 
36,8 53 departures of 7 ,804, 715 tons. 

4. The increase in European constructed tonnage amounted to 1,056,404. 
Of this a lnrge proportion is to be found under the British flag, partly owing 
to a new river steamer, the Wing Tong, which during the year made 114 
round t rips and thus accounted for 21,888 tons, partly to the transfer to the 
British flag· during the year of certain ves~els usually flying the "Dragon 
flag;" but 638,63 1 tons of th is increase, (or 8j.), represen ted bona fide 
increased British tonnage. 

5. An increase of 245,168 tons is fouud under foreign flags, clJiefly 
German. Here again the temporary tran~fer of the ships of the belligerents 
plays an important part, but here again 147,249 tons, (or 5%), are represented 
in the more direct manner. 

6. The junk trade also shows a very satisfactory increase of 201,576 
tons in the Foreign trade and l 25,463 tons in the local trade; about 86,000 
tons of the former is owing to an additionul departmental regulation, the 
remaining 115,000 tons, however, represent:; increased trade. 

7. The following statement shows how this amount of shipping is 
apportioned :-

Comparative Shipping R etum for the Years 1894 and 1895. 

1895. INCREASE. DECREASE. I 189-i. 

--~--1------1--~--1---~-
1 Ships. I Tonnage. Ships. Tonnage. Ships. :Tonnage. Ships. Tonnage. 

British, .• :== 6,022 7,778,396 6,626 -8,589,637 ---so41 811,241 •.. . •• 
Foreign, .•...•...... 2,-i30 2,690,786 2,463 2,935,949 33 2i5,163 ••. . •. 
Jun~s in Foreign } {5,861 3,.82,124 58,027 3,683,700 7,166 201,576 ••. • .• 

T1ade, . ........ __ ---- _ _ --I---__ ---
Total, .... . .. o4,3 13 113,951 ,306 62,116 15,209,286 7,803 1,257,980 

Ju~;;d;~ ·-~-~~-~ f 8,4781 297,36~ 11,645 42!!,827 3,167 125,463 ... ___ , ___ _ 
G:tand Total, ••. 

1
62,791 \14,248,670 73,761 15,632,113 l 0,970 i1,383,H3 •.• • •• 

NE·r, ................. . 10,9i0 
1
1,383,443 ... . .. 

[ 1:-35 ] 

8. It is an interesting stati~t.ical fact that the tot.al tonmwe enteriu" and 
0 ,., 

clearing at Hongkoug last year (exclusive of local trade) exceeded the 1894 

tonnage enteriug and elem·ing at London (exclnsivc of coasting tra<le) hy 

775,706 ton;;, also that, exchHling onr jnnk tmd c altogether, the tonnage 

entering and clearing in 1895 cxceede<l the 1894 tonnage at Liverpool 

(oxclnsive of coasting tra:lc) by 1,036,008 tons, and at Cardiff uy 1,047,195 

ton~; while at Hongkong in .1895, British tonnage alone exceeuell the Briti;,h 

and Foreign tonnage (exclusive of coasting trade) at Keweast lc (the next 

port. in the Uuitell Kingllom) by 3,641 ,.'524 tons. 

9. The actnal nnmber of ships of European eon:;tructiou, excln~ive of 

river stertm3rs, which entered the Port during the year was 586, being 336 

British aud 250 Foreign. They eutcreJ in the aggregate 3,05 1 times making 

a total collective tonnage of 4,114,403 tons as under :-

FLAG. 

Britis~1, .. ... ............. ...... ..... .. .. . .. . ··1 
Amel'loau, ................ . .................. . 

Austrian, ... . .... ... . ........ ... .. . . .... . ····I 
Chinese, ......... . ......... ............ ..... .. . 

Danish, 

Dutch, 

F rench, 

.. .. ..................................... 
··············· ······················· 
....... ................................. 

German, ... ..... ....... ... ....... . ............ . 

Italian, .. .. .. .. ............................. .. 

.Tapanosc, ... ............. .. ........ . ........ . 

N orwegi!tn, . ..... ·: . .. . ....... . . ... .. . .. .. . 

Russi!tn, ...... .. . .... ... . .. ... .. . . , . . . . . .. .... . 

Siamese, • .. . . . . . . . . . . .. . . ... .... ... , .. . . .. . . 

Spanish, .. . ........ . .. . ... .. .. .... . .... . . ... .. . 

Swedish, . .. ....... ... .............. ... .. .... . 

Hawaiian, ··· ············ ··· ·················· 

I 

No. OF STEAM & SAn., 
SHIPS. TIMES TOTAL 

ENTERED. TONNAGE. 

336 1,813 2,63~,447 

39 5 1 80,963 

6 24 61,116 

17 98 115,753 

6 97 43,623 

3 15 12,898 

17 123 167,809 

91 638 744,811 

5 14 18,846 

18 27 48,884 

33 127 14.'5,369 

'i 9 21,244 

1 1 I 656 

4 4 3,844 

l 8 i,912 

2 2 ; 1 228 
----'---- -' --

ToTAL, . . ................ 586 3,051 j 4,114,40S 

I 



,,.....,... 
! 
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10 The 336 Briti~h ~hip~, exeluBi,·c of rh·er ~teamer::, that cntcreJ the 

Port in lH9.J, carrietl 2,410 Bri ti~h Officer:; nllll 42 Foreig1wt;.~ as follows : -

Briti ~h, .... . .. . . .... . ........................... . 2,410 

Am.ericau, .... •..... . ............ . ... · · . .. . · · · · ·· 16 

(~crman, ... . ..... . ........................ .... .. 

Dane, .. . ............................... . ......... . 

Portuguc~c, ..................... . .... . , ...... .. 

Chiucsc, ................................. ... . .... . 

J aptlliCSe, •••••• . .. ... ••••• • ... • •• • • • •• ..... "••· 

Swede, .......................................... . 

N(.>r,v·cgi!Lil, . ...................................... . 

8 

4 

1 

1 

8 

2 

Total .. . .. . .......... ...... 2,452 Offiecrs. 

The propol'lioll of Foreigner:; Ill Briti~lt :;hip,.: \\· ,~s thc,·cforc 1.8 /. 

cumpri~<ing 8 dific.rcut uationuli tic~. 

The 250 foreign ship:; that euwrcJ 111 I ~!:)5 eanieJ I ,.:i~3 Officer", of 

whom l i!:! were llriti~h as follows:-

In Chiue~e ships, . .... . ................... ....... .. !l8 

, Jttpanese , ...... . ............... .... ·· ...... 32 

2 , F rcllclt ····················· ············· " 
Total, ..................... 132 Officer~. 

The proportion of Britis he rs Ill Foreig-n s liip:; wns therefore 8.3 /. 

distributed nuder 3 (liJiereut Flag~ of which the c ·hillcsc takes over 6 f. . 
Tit.\ l> E . 

11. In European constrncted vessel~ tlte geueml tratlc front places other 

than China and mljacent ··ountries was as follow~ :-

VFsseh 
n•itlt cargo. 

IMPOHTS. 

Vessel.~ 
in ballast. 

Cm·yn I 
dischar,r;cd. 

Ca,•gn 
in transit. 

- - ----
Tons. 'Tons. Tons. I Tons. 

B . . I 1 ,·~-11,0 4!) 11,Hl l,070,i~H I i09,7.57 nt1s 1, ........ · · ·· - · 1 I 
}'\)reign,............ 5.32,821 Hl,7R:3 I ·1 [(i,09J 23 1,4.68 

TtJT.\L,.... . . 1,824,770 ~--· 31,224 l 1,48G,H82 ~--w;2,') 

- d ... 
---~----------------------------------------~ 
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From places iu and adjaeent tn China. 

I 
Vessels Vessds 

in ballu.~t. with caryo. 
1- 1-

British, ....... : . ... I 
Foreign, ........... . 

Trms. Tons. 

2,798,6~0 
7:m,137 

2 13,313 
17 4,215 

Cargo I 
disclwrgrd. I 

I 
i 

884,524 I 
;)23,822 

Tons. 

Cargo 
in tmmit. 

Ttms. 

446,707 
~35,951 

------------------,------
ToTAL, ..... . 3,5:W,776 387',ii2H 1,408,3-W 682,6.')8 

EXPOHTS. 

T9 places other than China and tuljnl•c•nt enuntrie~. 

I 
ressels l'r•tsels I Cargo Cargo 

in t1·ausit. with car.qo. in (;a/last. I shippf'lf. 
'------1--- - --' ----- --- ------

To11S. Tons. 

1 

Tm1s. Tons. 

British, .. ......... !liiO,.J:?i 1:!0,7 IH 64.},493 77,H5 
Foreign, . ........... 407,501 77,:!4H :!24,G36 37,102 ---- ---- --______ , ____ _ 

TOT.Ar., ..... . 1,337,H2H I H7'0,129 1 H,247 

To places iu and adjnct•nt tn Chinn. 
--- -- -- ---- -- ---

I 
Vr'Ssels 

I 10ith Cai'!JO. 

I Tons. 

Brit i ~h, • ~ •• 0 ••••• ~ 0 3,079,04() 
Foreign, . .. .. . . ..... ~;}{),009 

--- ·-· ----------------
Vl'ssels 

in ballast. 
Car,qo I 

shipped. 
Cargo 

ill I ra 11 sit. 
·---------

To us. 

1;)2, 104 
1:26,23.1 

Tn11s. 

4.'i7 ,H07' 
33.-i,Oi l 

Tons. 

11i7 ,00 I 
1 ()(),()~2 

- - ---- ---- - - ·----- - - -----
ToT.Ar., .. · .... , 3,929,0.1;} 702,878 1 

12. 4,4.'i0 i;1l!amer~, ~)() ~niling- ,-c~i'PI~ niHl 26,564 juuk~ <>nh•n·d durill.g 

the yeiw, giving a ,]aily nvernge of Rii ve~sels as again~t 7."J iu l~ ~J.J. (It is 

WOI'thy of note 1hat on nne oe(•asion ,Juring f,1te year, ,-iz., at 10 a.m. ;j th April 

there were iu the hnr!oom 24 I tnH1ing v e~~pl;; , ,-iz. :-li9 ~ tenmt·r~. 8 Klliling: 

ves Hels aJHl 164 jnnks.) 

13. For Emopcan eou~trnctell Ye~~el~ the n Yemgo ,1aily eutry won(,] he 

12.-i;j as l'lg~tin st 11 .57 in 1894, rmd of the ~te:uners arr iving i3.5 % were 

Briti,.:h inehHiing· nil tlH• r ivrr ~tramrrs of whi(·h th e (laily 1·11trie« fl\'ct·agetl 

4.0!>. 
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14. Having bee11 absent from the Colony for about 6 months of the year 

under review I am not in a position to offer any general remarks as to the 
influences at work during the period as they appear from the Shipping Returns 
to affect the general tr:vle of the Colony. It wonld seem, howe,·cr, that 
t.hese influence:~, whatever they may have been, were disposed favonrahly 
towards us. 

1.5. The March quarter of the yenr showed a net increase oYer the same 
period of 1894 in tratlc as represented by tonnage of I ,333 tons. 

The half-venr increased this to 224,371 tons. 
The nine ~tonths ending 30th September brought it up to 845,20:3, mul 
The year rc~ultetl in an increased tonnage ct·edit of I ,383,443. 

W. hrPonTs A!\ll ExPtHHii. 

Trafle (If tltr Port of Jlongkong fm• yem· enrlin(f 31.!t IJeNml){')·, TRn.;, ' 

TONS. 

!'as-

N f D . I nunker egts- Cal'l'icd. o. o · IS· l':b · d n Co•l Total. tered 

I 
I n . Rengcrs 

i'ihips. charged. " tppc · Transit. Shipped. Tonnage. 

British, ......... 
1 

3,6; I ,821,038 * !l!ll ,4 7; 1,H,f;,464 . 222,33~~·!,1 !l I ,31o 5,2;~.5-! i ~9,0013 
Foreign, ......... 1 2,463 !l3!l,9lfl t 559,707 ·l1H,419 14:~,72-!2,110,766 :!,!l:J,i,!J49 12{.606 

River l 
Steamers 
(British),. l 

2.!'1117 134,27-1 11 I ,823 21 ,s1o 267,907 :J,au,o9o 92s,s2,; 

---·-·----- -------------- -------------
Total, .... ..... ... 9,0R9 2,8!lii,228 1,(>63,007 I ,623,~83 387,870 6,Mi!J,!l88

1

ll ,.i2\ii81i I ,362,437 

____ !______ --·- - - ,-----
Junks in )I ' 

Foreign ~ 53,027 461l,888 t1,015,!l21 ... ... 1,47!\,RO!l \ 3,683,700 218,177 
Trarle, ...... J I I 

- -·- !-- - -- --~--~---~--
Total. ........... · 162, 116 3,31i9, 116 2,678,928 l ,623,883 387 ,R70 8,04!1, i!l7 1 ;,,20!1.286 1,580.6 H 
_ ___ , ________ _ _1 __ 1 ___ 1 __ _ 

Junks in } I 
J,ocal 11,645 126,388 26,046 ... ... 152,434 422,827

1 

10,4:>9 
'l'rade,...... I 
---- -------- - - -- ,--
Grand Total, ... 71l,761 3,485,ii04 2,704,9741,623,8831387,S708,202,23115,6a2,113

1

1,59!,073 

* Includes 8, 650 tons and · 2 cases Kerosine. 
t Includes 27,190 tons and 18 cases Kerosine. 

. t Inclurling- 17,982 tons of Kerosine. 

[ 139 J 
1 i. In Retmns X os. I. and IT. will be found the number and registered 

tonnage of all vessels entering aml clearing between the Colony and each 

country with which trade relations exist, and the amonnt of cargo reported 

as ''shipped,'' "dischnrged," and "in transit" to and from these varions 

countries. 

18. This Department has no\,., at an infinl t.e n.monnt of trouble and pains 

on the part of the officers concernetl, sncceedml (to an extent limited only by 

the reliability of the informatiou affonled ou application) in producing 

statistics usually only found at ports which have the ath·antage .for this 

purpose of n. Custom House, nnd as I remarked on a former occ:tsion "I hope 

the informntion may he valnetl in proportion to t he amount of time and trouble 

expended in its compilation.'' 

19. Dnring the year fl,Oi:l9 Enropean construrtcd vessels aggregating . 

11,.12.~,.)86 carrietl 6,DG9,9i:lH ton~, made np a~ follow~:-

Import Cargo, . ............. .... .... ...... 2,H95,228 

Export do., 

Transit tlo., 

Bunker Con. I shippetl, ............... ... . 

1 ,G68,00i 

1,623,883 

3Si,H70 

6,;369,988 

The total n11mher of tolls carricu was therefore ;j() % of the totnl regis tered 

tonnage; in the previous .Year it wa,; 58 %, an l in I H9?, .'i9 %· 

Steamer~, ...... ..... .... 2,95.-) men~nring 4,014,845 Ion s. 

Sailing ShipF, ....... .. 96 99, •5.58 
" 

Total, ......... 3,0.'51 ,. 4,114,403 
" 
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Jmpodc•l 2,71i0.9.i 4 ton ~ of pm·go a s mulcr :-

- --------,---·-- --,--,----·----:-\ . .. 

AltTH'LES. 1894. JR95. INCREASE. 

- -------- - - -- - ·-· 1----~-

Bcnus, ............ . 
Bone~, •... .... . . .. 
Coal , ... ...... ...... \ 
Coprn, ........... .. 

;1,99.') 
2,040 

;i62,909 
10 

Coffe<', ....... ··· · ··I .. · 
Cotton, ....... ...... ! .. . 

3,848 
2,340 

.'ili3,7G7 

,')00 
50 

400 EhonY, ............. ... J 

Flom:, . .. .......... ()(},:.?.'iO JOI,7Gi 
Hemp, . ............ ... . 1 ,2~0 

1 

KerMine (Bnlk),. 31,462 24,4<>0 
Kero~inc (C'as<·),. 68,9().') 42,601 

. ( 1 ,!l:?!l,;Htl CRSC~) (I ,l!l:.l,~~~ C~tl<C~). 

J.ead , ...... ....... .. ... l,aso .\ 
Oil ,........... . .. .... :I,H04 :l,H4H 
Opium, .... . ...... :2,8~5 2,464 

. l'cn~ ... .... ... ..... ·J .. . ! ,060 \ 
Hattan, ............ 62 ;) ... • 

' -- j()4,36:-\ !' Hiec, ............... 619,0JiJ 
~alt,. .. ........ ..... ... G,2i'i0 
:-inltpetre, ... .... ;jO ... i 
Snudal-wood,...... I ,62•i I .~G2 1 

Sapnn-woml, .. .. .. 1 ,aoo 600 I 

Snlphnr,.... ..... ... ... iJOO 
Sngt.r, . .. . . . . .. .. .. I 70,499 185,616 
Tea, . .. .. .. .. . . .. .. ;!50 20 
Timber, ... .. . .. .. .. W,O-LO 2G,389 
V enniPell i, .... .. . I 70 800 
Gl'll<'ml, ............ l,07fl,G71i . 1,02G,004 

. .. . 
300 
~;iS 

... 
500 

;)0 
400 

41,517 
1,200 
... 
... 

1,3;j(} 

I ,Of)O 

14.3,2~);) 
1),2.')0 

.iOO 
1 J, ll i 

10,:1 4!1 
630 

J:l.i 

10 

7,012 
26,304 

l
(i31i.~>l:? cn~e~) 

... 
I 4;)6 
! 3tH 

: 
I 

... 
I ... 
I 

;j() 

I 3(i3 
700 

... 

.. . 
aao 

... 

... 
53,672 

------- --- ---1-------------
TOTAL,...... :?,li25,610 2,7(i0,95-l ~lo,o:m 

2 1. The above table ~how s tha t the chief inerease in import s during the 

~ear were in Flour ( 4l ,.'i 17 ton :<), Hiee ( 14.1,293 tons), Sugar (15,117 tons), 

~lll l Timber (lO,~H!) tou~), while the decrea,;e i ~ show n in 3:3,316 t.ons of 

Kerosi .H:' an:l 7>3,()7~ ton ~ uwl" r the heat! of "General." 

~:?. 

Steamer'!, . .. ....... ... 2,9.)7 mea:<uring :1,9H9,7 4.i ton~. 

Saili ng- ve~~el :-<, ...... ~J! ,, 97,3·il:-l , 

Tut:t l .... . . . ..... :~,O•il ,. 4,097 ,09:l , 

~·-·----------------------------------

[ lH J 
Exported 1,5.')1 , 184 tu11~ u[ cargo, and :shippetl 3(j6,060 ton:-; ul' h11nkcr coal. 

Comparetl with la:st year, this gi,·cs ISS ~hips more, mf ·a.,;uring 4~18,242 tou~. 

cm-rying 46,37 4 more tons uf' cargo, a11tl shipviug ::2,~09 more tuus of 

l.nmkcr coal. 

23. Enropr~all eOll8t rueted \'e~,;els imported I ,2:3:2,221 ton:; in cxccs:< of 

exports. .Junks exported an excess of 451,691 ton:<. The cxec,;;; of imporh 

is tlw~ i·ednccd to 780,.'i30 tons, from this mus t be tblnctnl 3()G,060 ton" of 

bunker co:tl ship pet! ( exclnsi ve of t.hat snpplictl to Her Majc,;ty'" sh ips · and 

foreign men-of-wnr), leaving a balmtce of 414,470 ton~ co11snmed, manufactured 

autl in ~<lock in the Colony or unaccounted for. 

24. The river stemuerB, aggregating :1,314,090 tons, impor ted 1:14,27 4 

tou,; of cm·go, exporte<l lll,H2:l tou~, ~hippeu 2l ,H IO ton,; of bunker coal, 

all\1 eouvcycu 928,825 pn~sengers, showing au increase under eaeh h eadiug

cxeept "passenger:;," the man her of whom carried wn:< •·ctl ucetl In· 113, 1 :la 

fm• the ~·ear. 

25. 

. J rrirals. IJtpttdiii'I'S. 

l3riti:;h ship:;, .............. . 14:1,490 

Foreign , ............... Gi,-ltlO 

lfi,),;j 16 iuelnding Etui:,:·t'llltl:>. 

•ii, I:W 
HiYcr :-;tcmm·r~ ............. 4i8,69J ·L'i0, 130 

Lanuc!.1CS outside water~ I_ ia:~,a!JS 
of Colony, ... ......... J I :!5,1.ill 

.Tnnb (Foreign Trado), ... lll,026 107, l.'j 1 

~J34,08f) 90.'>,53-t 

Exees~ of arri vab over departures ( Foreign Trade), . .. ............... .. . ~~.555 

.Jnuks, Local TmdC',. .. .......... 6,665 

I.auuches, .. . ........... . 1 ,964,H2l 

1,971 ,48(i 

Excess of departures O\'er ai'I'i m is ( Lot·al T rade), 

Differeuce exee:;~ of an·i n tls, 

1 ,978,:1:3!1 

JO,Ii47 

I7,nos 

From the al•ovc it appears that. with a pn.sseugcr tmiiic nmouuting to 

5, 793,2H Jming the yenr, the exees:; of ani ntls in the Colony O\' Cl' tlcpartures 

from it, incln><ivc of all allowances for errors in reporting, amountccl to 

1 'j ,908 or auout } per cc u t. ' 
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RE VEX\.: E. 

27. The total Revenue collected by the IJarl.Jour Office during the year 

was $234,418.29, an increase of $39,242.67 over 1894. The details are as 

follow:-

(i) Light Dr.e~, ...... ... ... ......... .. ... ....... ... $107,315.91 

(i i) Licences and Inter~oal Revenue, .......... .. , 34,479.50 

(iii) Fees of Cour t and Office, .................. , 92,622.8!:! 

$234,418.29 

:-ITEA)l LAt:XCHI·:s. 

2H. On 3bt December there were 139 Steam Lauucbes employed in the 

Harbour; of these 59 were licensed for the conveyance of pas.,eugers, 63 

were privately owned, 12 were the property of the Colonial Goveniment, 

and 5 · belonged to the Imperial Government 111 charge of t he Milit-ary 

Authoritic~. 

E~IIGltATIUX. 

2!:1. 7:3,138 Emigrants left Ilongkong for Yariou ~ places during the year, 

of these 5H,,!29 were c:.:rrie.l by British ships ; 112,685 were reported as 

having l.Jeen brought to Hongkong from place:; to which they had emigrated, 

and of these 86,663 were brought in Brit.ish shirs. 

Hctnrns Nos. XVIII. and XIX. g ive the •letails of this branch of the 

department. 

HEGI8THY OF Sllll'I'IX<i. 

30. During the year two ship~ were regi ~tered, un•ler the pro\'isiOI~S of 

the Imperi:J.I Act, and fh'e certificate:; were cancelled . 

3 1. 85 eases were heard in the .Marine :i.\lag istrate ' s Court; refusal of 

duty anol hreach of Harbour Regulations were the principal offences. 

E x ,uUNATION FOR :MASTE RS, 1IATKs, A~D EX<-iiXEERS. 

(Under Section 15 of Ordinance Ko. 26 of 1891.) 

32. The following table will show the number of candidates examined 
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for Certificates of Colllpctency dis t-inguishing tiHhe who were sucee~sfnl :w,l 

tho~e who failed:-

- --- ---- ----- - - ----- - - ---- - - ---- ---

.P .\~~El>. I FA II.Eil. 

1- --
l\hster" Fi~st 1\f;tt··~: .. ············· .. ................................ . 

e:;, ................................................. ! 
17 : 
IH 

1, 
H 

;") 

Only l\iatos, ................................................. ! 
l':\econd Mates, ................ ...... ............. ... .... . ... • 

() 

2 
i----·- ------T , ' 0'!.\.L, .. . ..................... 1 44 J,) 

,-----,-----
First Class Fncrineer-< ! , - _... 1""'1 • • , ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• ~ 

1-lceond Class Engineers, . ................................. · 
10 
;!() 1 :l 

To-r AI., ........................ j------sG--
1 

---;:--

.MAmxE CouRT:". 

(_ Futler St!clion 13 of Orainnnec l\' o. 2G of 1 ~!) 1.) 

3:1. The follow iug Court~ luwe been held dming the vear :-

1 · On the l!Hh April, itHflliry a :> t o the gr0111tding of the British 

~team,;h ip Pol!J]Jitemus, Official }\o. 9'7,818 of Liverpool, 011 

,Jubilee Island (approaclte~ to I'Ioug:kong) ou the IUoming- of 

the 8th April, in foggy weather. The Master's (WrLI.IA~I 

Tuo~IAS Cnunn) certificate of competency wa~ retnm ctl to Lim. 

:! . On the Hth May, in<tttiry into the .loss of t ltc British f:lteamship 

Peki11g, Official K o. 95,860 of Hongkong, on the Southern 

point of ¥cichen Soun!l, China Son, on the moming of the 

3rd May. The Master's (GEORGE PARKEH) certificate of 

competency was suspended for s ix mouths. 

;). On the 31st :i\llay iuquiry respec tiug certain charges of mis

conduct Lrought against HonEJn- CRATIIORNE, First Engineer 

of the Brit.b h Steamtihip R i1•rrsdrde, Official No. 68,974 of 

Smulcrlaud, by Euw.uw PEc K, Master of the said ve:-;~el. 

The Firs_t Engiuccr's (Hou&RT CRATIIOUI\E) eertiticate of 

eompct0uey was suspended for-~ix: months. 

4. On the 28tl.t Noveml.Jer inquiry respecting certain charges of 

misconduct brought against DAYID GonDox, First Mate of the 

Britieh bunl'IC Turrisdale, Official 1\o. 99,828 of Glu~gow, 

-------------------------------------------------~A~ .. ~-------------------------------------------

I 
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hy H01a:rn HtCllA~ .IX, 11nster of the said ,-es.,el. The First 

~late':; (DAYW <.~otwox) eertiticatc of c01npeteucy wa:; 

:;n:;pemlctl for three mouth~. 

"~GXDAY CARGo-Wo!tKrxu OtWIXAXCE, 18Hl." 

34. Dnring the year 10.5 pct·mits were i:;:;netl ( e'l:clusi vc of -1:2 iss11eu free 

during th e coolie strike) nllllcr the provisions of the Onl inaucc; of these 

28 were nn t :L,·niletl of owiug to it~ bciug found nuuece~sary for tLe ship to 

work car;(o on the Sn11uny, aml the fee paid for tile permit was refunded in 

each cal'e. 

;3.'5. 2~1 Permit:; were i:;:;nctl free of eharf!·c tu Mail Stc:uner~. 

3t>. The Reveunc collccteu nuJcr t h b l<eadiug wa~ ;if l I ,fiOO; thi::; was 

$1,775 le~~ lha11 in lS!H, hut nearly 50% more thau in any other year ::;inee 

the Onliuance cmne iuto force. 

37. 16,278 ~carnen w·cre sh ippe1 l aucl 1i,92G dischargetl at Lite !';hippiug 

Office auJ uu board sit i p:; during the year. 

m:~. 2ti9 lJi~tressed ::;camen were re('ei,·et! <luring the year; of tlwse 59 

were scut to Lhe Unit-ed Kiug•lom, 12 to Cnlcn!ta. 12 to ::;ingapore, 1 to 

Sydney, I to l'ort. :-iuid, 8 to .Japan, 1 t o ~lmughai, D to )fanila, 2 to BombiLy, 

I to Saigou, 6 died, 160 ohtainetl employ ment , 1 :l retuaincd at Go,·enJment 

Ch· il 1-lo~pi tal , aud 4 at KailorR' Home. 

$ .i ,l:':l2.i3 were ex.peuJ.etl Ly the lloanl of Tnt<le in tlw relief of the~e men. 

iiLo~.mNE ~urtvErou':-; Suu-DEPAt:nu-:s-r. 

:w. Hetnrn No. XXIII ~ltow,; the work performd by t!Ji~ bmueh of the 

Harbour Depar tment. 

-!0. The A~,; istau t Mari ne t-:i11n·cyor wa,; uu leave from :!ith :May to 

20th Novemoer. 

-i l. lli:; dut ies were at Jir~L nmlortaken by tlte :Marine Kurvcyor iu 

addition to hi,; own. Owing to a breakdow n iu the h eal th of the latter, it 

was later 011 found nece,;,;ary to engage the service of n local engineer to 

ns;;ist in the work until the return from leaYe of i\fr. l\lACI>O~.\LD. 

LIGIITIIOUSE:'. 

4:2. The amonnt of Light Dnes collectetl wn>< a~ follows :-

l\ 0. OF I R\TE 

i PE!: TO:\. SHIPS. 
_ _ ____________ i --- - - - - -

I 

Ot~e:tlt Vessel;; paying fnll dnes, . ; 2!, centl'. 
Launches payiug fn!l tines, ...... i - , • 
Hi vet· ~teamer,; (night-hoats), . ..l -~ ceut. 
Lauuche" plying exeln~in~lv to·: · 

J\.Iacmo, .................. :. • • • . , 
Hiver Steamer.; (day·-boats), . . . . Frc>e. 
Lannehes plying to Mneao ],y ' 

tlay, .......... ... ....... .•.••... . 

ToTAL, 

:l,0.3i 
24 

7-10 

~--1 ;).:) 

I 

ToxxAnF.. 1 
ToTAL FEES 

1 COI,Lt:CTED. _______ : _____ __ 
-1,09i,21·j 

iiH 
i2:~ ,9f)2 

I 

6,247 
ns;{,933 , 

] 02,430.46 
1 i.91 

-I,H2.'5.90 

41.6·1 

43. During the _vl'n.r the Li~lttholl~c~ haYe b~en nmi utaiuPd as usnal. 

The Prinripal Lig·ht-kecper t'C'tnrned front leave: n.IH! on the expimtion of 

their 3 yoar:-< agt'e(~nwnt, t l1c <.+up Hol'k Li~thtkePper;; " ·ere ponnanent ly 

enga~e,l ou tiH' Fix et! Es t:~ hli"luncn t. 

·H. A ·h ·antnge wa~ tak en of tltc pre"ence of Mr. 11ATTHEW5 (of the 

firm of Me;<Sl':-\. ConvE, So:-~ & MATTHEws) at Colombo to engage his servieeg 

for n report on the Gap Ro(~k Lighthon:-<e unci hnilding,;, more especially with 

referenec to the damage ~nstninetl by thc;<e in the typhoon of 1 H9:t A visit 

wns paid to the Ho•·k nlll! 1-lt-. M .IT'l'llEWs t'mn i~ he• l the Gm·erm nent. with 

his opinion. 

4.-'5. On the 8th April the S.S. l'olypltemus went 011 shore on ,Jnhilee 

r~ blH! tlnring a fog. From the f'l" i i!Cil l~e ath·anccd at t-he Conrt of lnqnir_v 

it was ~hown thnt she mns t havl> plt.<:~ed within about a mile of the (~ :1 p Hock 

while the fog ~ ignal was going without hearing it. 

ln1•estigation with rcg-nnl to thP atHlihilit-y of the :;igunl w a :< al't.f'rwar,ls 

mncle hy me and the result reportecl in rny letter of :30th April, J/'!l .i. 

Dnriug my absenl>e on leave the "High ExploHives" somul ;; ignal was 

nbo]i,-lted in f:tYOtll" of tlw old-f:t i<h ion et! p;nn s ignal. 

46. Telegraphic awl telephonic commnui•~:ttiou haR heen kc'pt up w ith 

the Gap Rock and Cal'e D'Agniln.r •lm·ing the year. From the former 

s tation 4HS ve.~sels lun·e heen r<'pot·tet! a ~ pa~>' i ng ami 111 ndd it.ion 29-1-

mcs~nges were n•c·ein'tl :nul 2,199 ~eu t in ci!I ,Jing the cl:til_v wcntlwt· t'Pport for 

the Oh~ernttor.'· · 

...... 
~--------------------------~------------------- ~~---------------------------------------------
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From D' Agnilnr 968 vessels were reported and in nthlition 348 messages 

were f<ent and 7 5 received. 

47. :From the 9th of ,J nne the telegraph at Gap Rock ha::; been worked 

hy the Light-keepers in ftccoruance with the recommen.lation of the Signall ing 

Committee, ancl 2 Chinese have been engaged as watchmen. · 

G OYER;o<~lEXT G t:XI'O\Y DER l>F.:rciT. 

4~. During the year 1895 there has been ~torPd in the Government 

Magazine, 1:\tonecutte,·':; I~htnd :-

' 
f~nnpmnkr, privntPly OWT!e<l, ........ ......... . ; 

Do., Government. owned, ......... ...... 1 

Cartridge>:, privately ownetl, ..................... : 
Do., (xovernment. o:vne•l, ......... · ..... i 

Explo~ive Compound~, Jli'IYntely owned, .... .. 
Do., Government owned,. 

TOTAl., .................... . 

Xo. or 
(' .u;.E:<. 

1H.481 
11 

1B,9R6 
40 

3,151 
2n 

40,698 

A:rPROXIMATE 
WEIGHT. 

lbf'. 
.'i62,662 

1,188 
2,283,7:22 

2,i)08 
];):l,9H3 

1,470 

3,006,.'5:13 

On the 3 I "t Decemh<!l', 1 H95, there remained ns under:-

Gnu powder, privat ely owned, ....... . .. . .. . .... 1 

Do., Government owned, .... .. ........ . 
Cartridge~, privately owned, .. .. . . . . ..... ...... . . 

Do., (~oYel'!lmcnt owuetl, .... .. ........ . 
Explo~h·e Componndl', pri,·at.e1y ownc•l, ..... . 

Do., Governmen t owne<l,. 

TOTAr., ..................... l 

Xo. oF 

C .\SF.i'. 

:1,991 
11 

483 
90 

1Ga 
;?.) 

4,76S 

APPROXDIATE 

\\' Ell:Il'l'. 

lb~. 

106,990 
I ,l!:lH 

157,64 1 
1:1,382 
1~,710 
1,353 

293,2G4 

-19. The Hctnrn ~bows thn t dmiug the year the amount of opinm 

J'<'portPli wns as follows :-

Imported, 

Exported, 

1894. 

41,.578 

38,978~ 

Throngh cargo reported l 92 98" 
1 l - ,. 0 hut not laTH cd, ...... 

1895. lJecreasf'. 

36,609& 4,968~ 

36,241 2,737-! 

1fi,190~ 6,795~ 

[ 14 j j 

17,03-1 permits were i~sncd from this Office dnriog the year, hciug, a. 
rlecrease of 2,122 as compared with 1H94. 

A daily memo. of exports to Chinese ports was during the year !<npplied 

to the Commissioner of Imperial Maritime Customs at Kowloon. 

Surprise l'i~its were paid to 98 goclowns .lnrif)g the year. 

1 hn ,.c the honour to he, 

Hir, 

Your most oherlicut Sernwt, 

H. Munn.n Rt:.us.r-:r, Retd. Comd ., H.N., 

l!a-r/,mn· .l!a.•tm·, S·t·. 

The Ifononmhle .T. H. STE\\"AI:T LoCI\ ITA In, 

('ol<llliul S t'f'l'dfll'!f• 

,('1'., 
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TilE l'OST"JL\STEH tiEXEHAL'S IU.:POHT FOH l H~M . 

1\'o. :!'1. G E:-<F.n.u. Po:<T OFrwE, 

H oxm-:o:-w, 26th :March, l H96. 

SIR,-1 bn.ve the honour to forward the following report on the 

British Postal Service in IIongkong a1ul Chi m clnring the year 11395. 

:l. 'l'hc approximate sbttistics of corrcspotH1ence received aucl (les

patcheJ durin~ the year at·e given in t<thle A. 

These figmcs are arrive<l at from a.ctual statistics taktln dming t he 

fi rHt 23 dass of Odober. They indicate an apparent falling off in Inter

national C.OlTcspoude!~Ce despatched as compared with the preceding year, 

but the comparison is vitiated hy the fact that the shttisties for that year 

were taken during Novem11er, and the statistical period includeJ the dates 

of despatch of both the Xmas and New Year's homeward mn.ils , a.s exphtineu 

in l'ar~tgrapb 3 of my report for 1894. 

'l'be Interna.tiona.l correspondence received shows a r!onsidemule in

r:weaso llll ·ler all heads, t.he moRt important, though not the br~est, heing.-

thd in:1ry tetter~, ..................... ! [} /. inerPtlSI'. 
,..~ % !'ap~r~ ttnll hook,, ...... · ........... iJ r 0 •> 

BP"i"t.ere<l art icles, .... .. ..... ..... .. 4-1 /. ,. 

'rhe large : PIHLrent incre:tse in the numLer of regis tere_ll articl:s 

· 1 · · _, 1 t 1 ar·tlv aUribut-tble to the fact that 3 Amencan marls l'CCe iVC< 1S, 110 uOU J ·, J, J • ' 

· 1 1 · the st't'1st1'c-11 11el'ioll of 1895 as a(!ains t l in 1804, these rl.lTIV Cl l Urtllg · .,. ' " 

'I 1 · · o- 1-e••tll "rlv a, very htr"e nnmller of registered letters-Uflttall_v nu:u s Jnngm, 0 " • • o • . 

from 600 to 700. 

3. As regards local business the figures indicate a. decrease of 20 %_and 

28 % rcs[lcctivelv, in the number of post c•trds despatched aml recmvcd, 
0

' ' • 'l'h ' . l 
1 1 . . ,.. of 1·3% in the number o i l)ll.{)ers reccnre!l. c pnnclp:!. an• a. < CC\ e,\Sv 0 

lw:Hl;; n nder w hi eh i ncrcases a ppear a re-

Ordinary Iettt·r,; de:<patehed, ...... :!! % increase. 
, ·~ OJ Papers de:< pntehcd, .................... :>< to 

lt1"'i~ t eretl arriel<·s do~pntehed, . . . :20 % ,... ,. 
He!!i~!PrCtl articles rcecin••I. .. .. .. 29% , 

4. Table ]1 . o;hows the monthly amonnto; of shunps solr1 a.~ Hongkon~ 
durin g- 18!)cJ. ttiH1189:l. 

...... 

[ 1-UJ J 
'l'uc ~tnllntut. sold during the last. fi vc lllouths of 1 8[)5 :;]w\\'s an increase 

of more than HI % over the amonnt solll during thll <;Orrcspom1ing period 

of 189·!, aml as there has been no change in the tariff since August 1894, 

it is evident tha.t tbc amount of conespondence uespatchcd has inercaseu 

rent<tl'lmLl.'T. 

5. Table C gives thtl statistit:s of prm:el.;; received auLl Ll ospakhetl, an1l 

table D gives the comparison with 189-1. Th<J figmes are exad cxcc1'1. as 

rcga.rJs those for parcels to a nu from the Coast Ports, wh icl1 are eslilllated 

from statistics t:tken during 28 d;tys. 

They indicateu a steady increase in the popularity <tnJ usefulness of 

the Parcel Post. 

6. 'faule E shows the revenue and expenditure of the Lleparlu~ent 

during the year. Increases ~ppear unucr all heads of l'e\'enue exeer'L box

boltlers' fees, the most important item Leiug the receipt from the sale of 

:stamps which shows an increase of neal'ly 26 %. 
The expenditure 8hows consider:\olc increases UIIL1er the hcal1iugs 

'' Sha.rc of United Kinguom expenses " and" Sllarc of oti.Jer Countries," 

which :tre n.ttributable partly to i ncrease 111 busine~s, anLI also largely t.n 

the indusion of sums disbursed m 1895 111 payment for transit services 

r;erformed in previous .vears. No trust\VOrthy eonclusion a s to tbe increase 

or decrease in Postal business can he deriveJ from tb cse fignres. 'l'hc 

contributiOJ1 towards t.I.Je P. & 0. subsidy is a fix eel charge in sterl in:;, <tuc1 

tile small decr~ase is due to a more filvouraLle average mte of exchange. 

1'he decr ease under the heading "Conveyance of Mails," i .e., gratuities to 

masters of private ships for con \'eyanee of l ocal mai l ~, does not nec&ss~trily 

inuicate a falling off in local busiuess. 'rile masters call f or tho monry at 

odd times, as suits their convenience, and the amount pttitl in any ye<H' 1s 

fo.r from being a sure measnre of the amount earn eLl during t he year. 

The decrease 111 " Working Expenses" is due p r int:ipally to Lhe fact 

that certain promoLions were kept op en ou the r etirement of th e> Mes;;rs. 

BARRADAS, and were not filled up until the current year, partly also to 

economies effected in tbe staff' towards the end of 189t. 

'rhe total revenue shows the handsome l;tdancc of ~50,::WD over 

expenditure, as against 88,820 for the previous year. 

'7. Tttble F s·hows the numbers of parcels d~spatchell to Europe hy the 

1\ & 0. v~sscl:;, willt Lhc awouut:s of l'o:;t;t0c aml iu;;u mnc.!e fecoi collected. 
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8. 'rhe Cape of Good Hope joined the Postal Union on the 1st 

January, and the postage to that <:ountl·y was reduced in consequence. 

9. An anangement was concluded for the insurance of parcels to India 

to take effect from 1st Ja1~uary, 1896. The conditions are puLlishe<l in 

the Gm·ernnumt Gazette of 7th December, 1895. 

10. A Parcels Post to BrisLane 'IJitl Colornbo came into force on the 

1st July. The conditions will be found in the G01;ermnent Gazdfe of 29th 

Jum'. 

11. A Parcels Post to Canada viu Vancouver was also arranged, and 

took effect from the 1st October. The conditions will be found in the 

Gove1·mnent Gazette of 14th SeptemLer, 1895. 

12. A Parcels Post to New Zealand vid Colombo is under cousideration 

and will, I hope, shortly uc arm.nged. 

13. 'l'be present Post Office is utterly inadequate for the requirements 

o£ the Colony. So fn.r back as Mr. IJISTE&'s time and frequently during 

my tenure of office the necessity for a new office has been urged upon the 

Government. (Sec Postmaster General's reports for 1887, 1R88, 1889, 

1890, 1891 an cl 1893.) The work of the office continues rapidly increasing, 

and it is hoped tbat the erection of the new office, which I understand is 

in cout.emplation, will be pushed forward with all possible celerity. The 

rate at which the Lusiness of the Post Office is increasing also renders it 

desirable that the dimensious of the new office should Le far in advt\nce of 

actual present requi1·ements. 

14. I would draw attention to the extreme iuconvenience which is 

caused by the shortness of the stay made at this port by the outward French 

nuLil, which frequently arrives on the same morniug that the homewar<l 

mail leaves, and leaves again the same afternoon after a stay of from 8 to 

10 hours. In that time the ho1neward mail has to be sorted, the outward 

mail prepared and despatched, and the Shanghai and Coast an<l Northern 

mails sorted. The result is that there is not alwu,y~; time to sort th e whole 

of the Shanghai mail, which has therefore frequently to be despatched only 

partly sorted. All this inconvenience might Le obviated if the French 

authorities could be induced to allow the mails to be sorted on board the 

steamer, on her way up from Singapore, Ly an officer of this department, 

as is done on the English mail. Such an arrangement was actually com

pleted at one time (see my reports for 188~11 18VO and 18Vl); but the 

.... 
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French authorities suddenly withdrew the privilege. I think the time has 

arrrived when the qtwst.iou should be re-opened. 

15. Messrs. T. and C. BARRADAS resigned their posts on the 24th 

January. 

16. Messrs. A. SILYA. and S. MooRE joined the c1el'artmcnt as junior 
clerks on the 4th March. 

17. The Messageries M aritimes steamsb i p :Melbourne was detained at 

Saigon in May on <tccount of fire, and het· lllails were brOtwbt on bv the 
b • 

S.S. Manche. 

18. The Messageries Maritimes S.S. Yarn~ was detained at Colombo 

i u J uue, a.ud. the S.S. Rosetta u1·ought her mails to Hongkong. 

19. The telegraph office has Leen transferred to the offices of the 

Eastern Extension Australasia and China Telegraph Company. 

20. The Agencies at the Coast Port s have Leen managed satisfactorily, 

with the notaLle excq.tion of Hankow, the Agent at which port has given 

an infinite amount of trouble Ly his repeated. delay in formtrding his 

accounts, rtnd neglect to reply to numerous letters ft·om this office on that 
and othet· suLjects. 

21. 'rhe questivn of illicit Chinese Post Offices has again occu1,icd the 

attention of the Government, and a large number of Chinese who were 

found to he illegaJly forwarding correspondence to Manila, H aiphoug, 

Bangkok, and other places were warned that from and after the 1st 

J<tnuary, I 8g6, the law would be rigorously enforced, and the exceptionally 

large sa,le of stamps in December would seem to indicate that th e action 
taken has proved efficacious. 

22. Since the 5th Odober the follo wing classes of conespoudence have 

becu l1elivered without ext ra charge:·-

(u) CorresponLlence posted on the Ligh seas in the letter box on 

board a vessel, or placed in the hantl:; of the commander pro· 

vided the postage is prepaid by mea.us of the i>Ostage stamps 

and according to the tariff of the country to w h i eh the vessel 

belongs or by which it is maintained. 

(b) Correspondence posted on board in port, proviLled the vrepltJ· 

ment is effected by means of the post.age stam1)s and ac

cording to the tariff of the country in the waters of which 

Lho ves~el lmppeucd to Le. 
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Com

mi~~ion. _____ , ________ , _______ , _____ -

ll nug lwn.J.!, 

In Sterling·. £ s. d. ; 
I 

l! 
•·' c. 

Slm11~hai ami Con,;t Pnrt~ 011 United Ki ngdom, ...... ... ... ..... . .. :Z.7ill 8,KG3. ~J. 4 I :lOG.•H 
Do. on QueeHi\land, ............ . .... . .. ........ ]())-~ :267.1 7. il \ 16.21 
Do. on ~c-·w Sonth Wale", · ·· ··· ······· · · ····-· 4G J.'i!J. J(.l. :z

1

. ;l.l.'i 
Du. n11 \'i;:toria, . . ........... •.... .•......... . ... 77 :216. ti. lO :?.Hi 
!Jo. 011 So nth .Au~tralin, ...... ... ... . .. ... . ..... 7 5.1t). 4 0 .:2•i 
Do. o11 Tasmania, . . . . . . . .. . . . . ... .. . ... .. . . . . . . (i \ :l3. 0. 0 I -0.8~i 
l>o. 0 11 ~cw Zl·n lantl,......... . .......... . ...... :27 117 . .3. 10 j ::!.!() . 

----------·-----i 
Total O ntwanl Order~ in S !el'i iHg, ........... . ······I :1,08:? \ !J,()63 . .'i. 9 i 3:32.0± 

L'nited K ing•lom on ll'kong, S'lwi nllll Coast l'vr!~, . . .... ...... . .. .................. . 
<~ttceusland Do., (iuelud iug :d~o Japau), . .. . . . 

1,029 
1,-10.5 

()90 
.)34 
IG6 
l.'i i 
I :H 

:l,:29·Ll-{. :1-
10,.'i l :2.12. 1 

a ,l 5G. l4. !> 
;{,210. 0. 7 
1,244. i) . 9 

:l01).3 l 
!)70.83 
:!90.72 
il03.~ >2 
114. 1± 

New !-:loutb \Yale;; Do., . ............. . .....•.... ...... . . . 
\ 'ictoria Do , ..................... .... ........ . 
So nth An~tralia Do., . · .. . .. ...... · ............. ... . .. . 
Tasmania Do., .............. .. . _ .... . ........... . 
;\l·\\" Zt·alitnd Do., .. ......... . . .............. ...... . 

()29. 5. 9 
7;l4. o. a 

.)7 . .-51 
()7. l l 

8 c. 

a3:Z.o4 

T "1:tl lrnnml Orders in :-;terling·, ...... . .... . ..... . , ·1,:215 1 :22,781.]:;, I) \--:;-,mJ.5-l I :2,110.54 

Carried fonmrd, .. .. .. ...... ....... .. $ 2,442.58 
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MONEY OHDER BUSI~ESS, 1895,-Continued. 

Xmnue1·s 
of 

Orders . 

~--

Amount. 

-

Colonia l I 
Com

nH~:-o.J on. 

Total 
Com

mi sRion. 

I n Dollars. 1-----1--- ---·-----'---- -

Hrou_qh t jiJJ'lcard, .......... .. . 
Hongkong ou Shanghai, .. . ........... . .................................................. . 

, ou Coast Ports, .......... .. ..................... ......... ... ................ . 
llongkong, Shanghai and Coa st Ports on lJ nitc(l Sta tes of America, ..... . .. .. 

Do. on Cnu:u1a, ............. . .................. . 

146 
as 

116 
48 

Do. on Hawaii, ............ .. .. .. ............. .. 1 
Do. 011 ,Japan (inciiHiing th rough Onlcrs 

from Anstmlia , St raits, &c.) , .. .. .. 1,624 
Do. on Strait~ Settlement~, ................ . . 107 
1),) , on Siam, ................ ...... : ...... . .... .. .15 
Do. on British Xorth Borneo, .............. . 48 

- -
Total Outward Order~ in Dollar:-!, ................ .. 2,1~1 

Shaughai ou IIongkoug and Coast PoriF, ............ .............. .... .. .. .. .. .. .. .. . 
Cnited States on liougkong, Shaughai an(l Coa~t }',)l' t~, ..................... .. .. 
C:Lnada, ................................. ............ ......... ........................ .. ... . . .. 
.Japan, .............. . .... .. ....................... ... ........... .. ....... : . .. .............. .. 
Straits Settlements, ..... . .................... .... ..... . ............... ... ......... . ....... . 

~s 
177 
125 
:325 
.')76 

Sia111, .. . ............. .... . ............... ...... · · ·¥ ~ ···· ....................................... . 
British Xorth Borneo, .... . .... . ..... ...... ....... ...... ... .. ............................ .. 1----

55 
114 

Total lnwar<l Order,., in D ollars , ................... .. I,4nO I 

s c . I 

:l,Ol 3.39 
.'l70.5i 
~12 . 12 

1,014.14 
~0.00 

s:i,o.57.i>8 
1,.'>o6.-HJ 

33-i.!:J6 I 
1 .o l }_ .9-!_ I 

~)3, 4 21.-!9 
I 
' l •r q o· I , _ i) •• ,) I 

;;, -l8G.OO 
4,:19().1.5 
7 ,(i58.41 

l-!,153.68 
894.02 

3,190.46 

35,037.77 

s ( ' . 

53.'12 
H.20 

24.34 
16.13 
0.30 

142.20 
21.07 

0.!19 
1.99 

. 2()8.34 -I 
:l0.-!0 
l i.-!3 
2 1.99 

1.16 
SVH 

6.00 
2.5 .00 

----
186.82 

s c . 
2,442 .• 5H 

26~.34 

186.82 

Carried forwnrd, ........ ....... .. .... $2,897. 7 4 

) lOXEY OIWER BUSIXESS, 1895,- Coutinuul. 

N nmhers 
of 

Orders. 

j Coloninl Total 
Amount. , Com- Com-

1 missiou. mi:;sion. 
In Rupees. 

Bronyht .f(JJ·ward, . ...... . .. . ....... . ... , 

Ilougl.:ong, Slmughai and Cua~t Pori:; nu Intlia, ............. . .......... .. ......... ; 902 
Do. on Ccylon, . ......... .................... .. .. i 21 

Total Ontwnrtl Orders iu n npc(:~, .. .. .............. !- 923 

: 1- --
Inditt on Hougkoug, Shan.~.dwi a.nd Cqa>;t Port~ ..................... . ........ . .. . .. . ! :396 
Ccylou on Do.. .. .. .. .. . ................. . . ........ 7 

57,~a5.1 ~ I :l l l.S~ 
.oo. i) I O. l o) ___ , ____ 

57,736. 1 I 3 12.00 I 312.00 

-
36,1)86. 6 I 95.89 

276.11 0.77 

______ , _____ - ----
R s. as. ! ,S c. S c. 

2,897.74 

----
Total l il\l":trd Order~< in Hupce~, ..................... l 403 j(i,963. 1 96.66 %.66 

Imperial Postal Orders Payable in the United 

1 

1 
Kingdom. £ s. d. i 

\
' ] () Orde r.--:, .. .. ........ i 1 ,:)0,) 6 i>. 5. 0 i 

1 ,'6 " .. -.. .. .. .. . l ,094 82. l. 0 
Sold at Ilo11gkong, Shanghai an•l Coa~r l'ort~, ...... ~ .-50 . , .. . ......... / 860 215. 0. 0 1,2.33.86 

1{)'() •• ... . .. .... .. 1,:308 654. 0. 0 
20 () ,, ..... ,. .. .. . 2,888 2,888. {), 0 I , _____ , __ 

T •llal St L•r lill!{ Or der, . ....................... ... .. ..... : 7,40;3 3,9')4. 0 . 0 I 1,253.86 
~ . I I 1,2;')3.86 

Carried forward, . ......... .. .. . . .......... 4,560.26 
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-
:i-:-ci•.:....;..,:c-idd ~ 
'i"l ~ ·~..,.. -:"l :~ '="-l::::: 0 

C
- ~f_• ,...... ,...-1 -;.-: -t '~ -1". c.c_ ~ 

- - ~ _1 _____ - _-i- __,__·.:_ 

...... 
d 
0 
0 
~1 

":'l ~ 1- C'l - ~": -t' 0 
...... c \~ · -- ~ ':"':' ':() ~.D 
-·:-lf""'""""-~f"""""'"':'1...., 
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