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RULES AND REGULATIONS. 
~~o---

ol. That the i"iociety be stylc!l THg HONGKONG Gr:NBRAL CHA>IBE~ 
m· Co:~rmmcB. 

11. That the object of the Chamber shall he to watch over and prot.P•:t. 
the general interest!'~ of Commerce, t{) collect information on all matte1·s nf 
interest to the Mercantile Community, and to u~e every means within it~ 
power for the removal of evils, the redress of grievances, and the promotiou 
of the common good; to communicate with Authorities and others thereupon; 
to form a code of practice, whereby the transaction of business may he 
simplified and . f:tcilitated; to receive references, and to arbitrate between 
disputaut;;-the Llecisions in such reference to he recorued for ftlture gniuant:o. • 

Ill. That all ~:Iero:tutile Finn,; :mJ persons engagetl or interested in t.hc 
Trade of China shall be eligible for admi>!sion as Members in 'the manner 
hereafter described, and on payment. of $50 fo1· l!'irms, and $15 for single 
indi\"iduals for the cnrrent. year, aml :t like Annual Subscription, payable in 
advance on 1st .January. 

IV. That cnmliJates for athuissiou propm;ed by one ~fember and secoudt!tl 
by another shall be elected at the yearly Meeting by a majority of votes of 
the Members then present, or in the interval, by the Committee, ,.;ubject to 
I'Onfirm:Ltiou at the next emming General Meeting. 

V. That voting by Proxy, or by :Members whose Subscription~ are in 
a11·ear, be not allowed, nntl that not more than one ·Member of the same Firlll 
be allowed t.o vote on the same occasion. 

VI. That in the absen~e from the Colony of all the Partners in a Firm, 
their Representative by Power of Attorney shall be entitled to vote. 

VII. That any Member may he expelled from the Chamber on the 
proposition of the Committee communicatetl to :Lil the Members, and cou~i
dered at a General :Meeting, provided that not fewer than two-thirds of tho~,, 
present vote for the expulsion. 

VIII. That. any nnmher of )femhcr~ not less than 10 shall he held to 
~~onstitute a Genel'lil :\feet.ing called in mmformity with the rnle~< of llw 
Chnmher, whether yearly m· spct•inl. 

IX. That the Busincs,.; and Fund>' of the Chamber be managed hy a 
Committee of Nine :.\Iemben;, cou~i~ t.iug- nf Chainnatt, Vice-Chairmnn and 
Se,·en :.\'1emben;, to he electetl annually, at the yearly General Meeting of 
the Chamber. Fonr to form a quorum, and the Chairmmi in raf:'e of eqtmlit ,v 
to have the casting ,·ote in addition to his own. 

X. That the Committee ~hall meet at leasL OJ il'C a montl1, on ~11cl1 dn v 
a~ may be fi xed for the trausnctio11 of bu~iues:;, allli at other times wh,:n 
:<ummoueLl hv the Chairman, or in hb ahHcnce hv the Vice-Chairman. Tlw 
proceedings ·, . , he lnitl on the table for the inspection of :i\iemhers, subjec t to 
such regulations us the Committee may deem expedient. Iu cases of the 
non-attendance of the Chairman or Viee-CJJairmnn, a Chairman to be chosf'n 
by the Members present. 

. 
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XL. That in case of a vacuncl' iu the Committee, it ~hall he fille(l up 
pro temp01·e by the Coiumittee m~til the ne ::et G~ueml ll-~eeting: and tl~at 
they have the power to appoint a Snb-l'omnnttec from their own uumber hH· 
any purpose whatever. 

XII. That a paid Secretary be oleete(l h.v the Committee, sud1 election 
to he subject to confirmation at the next ensuing General Meeting. 

XIII. That the Annual Gc~teml Meeting of the Chamber shall ue held 
in the month of February (or a~ t"OOH thereafter :1s may be found cOI~veuient) 
of each year; alHl that Special Meeting~ :;hall he ealle(l by the Chamnan, or 
iu his absence hy the Viee-Chairman, on the requisition of any Five Member!' 
of the Chamber, to he held within t en day~ suhse(lUCnt w the receipt of such 
req nisitiou. 

XIV. That all important, questions afteetiug the Trade of the Po1t, and 
its Political or Commercial relations with the Empire of China or with other 
~rates, may be discussed at the Yearly General Meeting or Special ( }eneral 
::Vleeting for that purpose convened, in the manner provided for by Rule XIII. 

XV. '!~hat the Committee be empowered to frame By-law:;, which shall 
at once come into force, but must be presented for confirmation at. the next 
ensuing General Meeting of the Chamber; and being so eoufirme!l, shall bP 
equally binding with these Rnles upon all Members. 

XVI. That the Fund~:~ of the Chamber shall be paid into one of the 
Banks under an account to be opened by the Committee, and that all Cheques 
shall be signed by the Secretary to the Chamber, countersigned b~ the 
Chairman or Vice-Chairman, or in their absence by one of the Commtttee; 
that all disbursements shall be ~auctioned by the Committee at their ordinary 
Meetings, and that an account shall be audited by two Members of the 
Chamber and laid before the yearly General Meeting. 

XVII. That a yearly Report of the proceedings, be prepared, and, after 
being approved at a General Meeting, printed and circulated. 

XVIII. That the above Rules be mlded to or altered only by a majority 
of the Members of the Chamber present at a General Meeting, ten days' 
notice having been given of the proposed alteration. 

XIX. That the foregoing Ihtles he printed, and an authenticated copy , 
~nbscribed by eaeb Member on admission, be kept ns part of the records of the 
Chamber. 

BY-LAWS. 

I. The Office shall be open daily from Noon to 1 o'clock P.M., when 
the Secretary shall be in attm1dnuce, and ready to communicate with any 
Member requiring inf01mation or access to the Records of the Chamber. 

11 
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Il. The Secretnry ;;hall attetul atl Meeting~ (iltcludin.,. those of the 
Arbitration Committee, it' required), keep a journal of all p1~ceedings, take 
charge of all documents, keep the accounts of the Chmnher, collect Stittistie~, 
prepare Statements of Trade, conduct ll.lltl keep copies of correspondence, and 
atteud to such other duties n.s may be required by the Committee. 

.Ill. All Communications ::;hall he received and answered thrmwh the 
Chairman, Vice-Chairman, or Secretary. "' 

·· IV. No documents belonging to the Chamber slmll be removed (luritw 
Office hour:;, nor shall any minute of its proceedings be mwle public withot~. 
an order of the Committee. 

V. Notice ol' any proposition or busiae~s to he bit! before the yenrly 
General Meeting, or mq Speci:tl:\Icetiug, shall he given to the Secreta1·y at. 
least forty-eight homs before the :.Vfeeting, who, in the cireular calling :nwlt 
Meeting, will state the hu.~ines,.: or proposition, antl hy whom to be broll)!.'ht 
forwnnl. 

VI. The means to provide a tillit.ai.Jle Estnhli~hmeut, and to tlefmy ex
penses in addition to the ~nb~;cript.ions fixed hy Rule 3, ~hall be l'ltisetl in the 
following manner:-lly the sale of Statements of Trade, hy fees on Arbitra
tion and References, by fees for certifie(l eopie:> of the Records antl ot.her 
Doeuments in the Archives of the Chaml.r r, and by voluntary gifts and cotJ
tribntions either in money, mnps, honks, ot· anything which may be useful to 
the In~titntion. 

VII. The Committee :;hall appoint (~very year five from their muuber, 
three of whom in regular succe~:>ion shall be the Acting Cmnmittee, to deeitle 
on all cases submitted to the Arbitration of the Chambm·, whose functions 
shall continue so long n,:; any business hrot.wht h0fore them durin"' their period 
of serY ice is untlecided. "' "' 

VIII. The ::\'!embers of t.he Arbitration Conuuittee shall be entitled to a 
b'ee of not less than $5, and uot more than $20 each, and the Chamber to n 
l<'ee (in addition) of not less that. $10, and not more than $100, 011 every ea~e 
submitted to the arbitration of the Chamber. The amount to be regulated hy 
the Arbitration Committee, n.ccorcling to the importance of the case and the 
time occupied tlwrein, snbjed to an appeal to the Geuera.l Committee, who;;e 
•lecisiou on the amount shall he final. 

IX. The Di:>putants iu an Ar!.itrntivu case shall be held to gnamutce 
the fee~ jointly aml se,·erally to the Chnmher. 

X. The Arbitration Committee shall appoint it:; own Chainnau aud 
•·onfine its functions to cases when it:; intervention or a(lviee is requested, and 
ou no occasion shall it procee(l with any ea:;e unless all the parties ~nhserilJe 
a Boud making the award a Rule of the Supreme Court. Printed form~ of 
such Bond~ legally prepared, shall be lw pt for the information of 1\Iemher,.: 
who may have oeca.sion to resort to the Chamber for Arbitration: fill(! tho 
Committee ,;hall not arbitrate upon, nor tnke auy eog ui:r.nnce of, any (lispntn 
whatev-er, unless one of the parties iutcrcstetl there in he n :;\lcmber of Lhe 
Chamber. 

. XI. Tha r. in the event of any qnes tion as to the construetion or appliea-
twn of these By-Laws, the General Committee shall have power to decide 
~he .same, submitting the matter to the next General :Meeting of the Chamber 
for Its final decision. 

,. 

0 
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SCALE OF COMMISSIONS AND BROKERAGE. 
adopted by tlte Hongkong General Cltamber of Commerce, 

at t!te lta{f-.7Jearly Meeting !teld on April 30t!t, 1872. 

COM.MISSIOl\S. 

Pmcha~ina or selling Tea, Raw Silk, and Cotton, ........ · .... 3 per cent. 
"'•tuy of aboYe if as returns for Goods solcl, ............ 2t •• 

,, , . c ' 2 
, or selling Opium, ............................... ; ·:·"" ' " 

or selling nll other Good~ and Produce, Slup,; l ;) 
,. atHl Real Estate, . ......... . ....... " .... · .... .. J " 
, and Helling Shares or Stocks, .............. · .......... 1 " 

ln~peeting Tea or Silk, .............................................. ! 1.. " 
Uuaranteeing Salell, ................................................... 22 " 

, Remittances, .......................... .... .......... .. 1 " 
~urnwino- or endorsing Bills of Exchange, ........................ 1 " 

"' or ncgociating Bills of Exchange without recourse,· l " 
p111~~lmsing :>r reali,;ing Bullion or Bills of Exchange, .... .. ... 1. " 
Hcmitti11g the Proceeds of Bullion or Bills of Exchange, .... ·• 2 " 

Payiul! and receiving Money in Cnnent Account, · ...... ..... . 11. " 
, Ship's Disbm·sen1ents, . .. ..... ............................... ~2 " 

Collecting Freight, . .... .. ............... · .. · .. · .......... • · .... · · · · · · . 2~ " 
Ohtaining Freight or Charter, ........................... : .. :·· ·· .... 5 " 

or anti colleetiu!! same I< retght, ... 6 , 
" " H V 1 21. Adjusting Insurance Claims on Amount RccoYerec , ............ 1 " 

Effecting I nsnrance, on the Insured Amo~m t, ·: ............ ·.. .. 4 " 

Prosecuting or defemling successfully Clatms, either at Law l5 , 
or by Arbitration, .... .. ....... . .... · .. .. · ........... · ......... J 

}Jro,;ecudna or defending unsuccessfully, ..... •• ...... .. .......... 2t " 
Managing Estates and collecting Hen ts, ............. : .. ...... · .... 5 l. ,, 

Transhipping ancl forwarding Jewellery, and Bullion,· ........ 4 " 

Forwardino- or transhipping Cargo, .. ... .. .. • .. · .......... .. .. · .. . 1 " ·r 1 • P f d' 0 • 1 .... <~:>2 per chest. ran~ uppmg or m· war mg pm n, ... • .. .. · .. • · ...... .. ·.... ~ . . 
· hd 1 · d .. , .l CommiSSIOn. Goods wtt rawn or re-s uppe , ................................. 2 

· L f C l't .. 1 per cent. Granttng etters o rec 1 ,, .... ... ................. • .... • .. """ • • . • 

For doing ship's bn~iness when no inward or outward Com-} 20 ~ents pel 
· ~ · · 1 . Regtster tou . mtssiCill ts earnec , .................. · ....................... " 

The conversion into Hongkong cmrency of sterling fr~ight_inward to Houg
kong pavable in HongkonO', Hhall, unless otherwise strpulated, be made 
at th~ rate for Bank Bills 0~1 London payable on .demand; and the rate 
ruliug at the clo;;e of a mail ,;hall he the rate applicable to such purpose 
•lnring the subsequent week. 

BH.O KERAG E S. 

B 1. .l. per cent Payable by Seller. Bills and ul1on, ............................... ~ " 
Produce & General Merchandise, .... ........ t ,, " " 
Fire Arms, ...................... .. .............. · 1 , " " 
For negociatin.g and completing Charters } 1 , , by Ship. 

and procuring Freight, ............... • 
Shares :f per cent. on the amount of} . 

mo~1ey changing hands in the trans- P ayable by both stdes. 
act1on, ..........•. .. ..........•...•....... 

1l1INUTES of the Yearly General Meeting of t!te HoNGKONG 

GENERAL CHAMBF.H OF CoMMERCE, held on the 9th Jfarch, 
. 1888, for tlze purpose of 1·eceivin,q t!te Report of the Committee 

and passing the Secretary'.s Accounts for t!te year &ndl.ng 31st 
December, 1887. 

P1·esent:-

The Honourable P. RYRIE (Chairman), Honourable A. P. Ma.cEwEN 

(Vice-Chairman), Honourable J'. BELL-lRVING, Messrs. H. HoPPius, 

E . Ma.cKINTOSH, W . H. FoRBEs, T. Ja.cKsoN, ST. C. MrcHAELSEN' 

(Committee), Honourable C. P. CHATER, Messrs. H. L. I!ALRYMPLE, 

J . S. MosEs, D. GILLIES, G. SHARP, F . T. P. FosTER, E. W. RuTTER, 

E . A. SoLOMON, E. R. BELILios, G . de CHAMPEAux, E . L. WooniN, 

A. McCoNACHIE, H . CRAWFORD, B. fJAYTON, L. MENDEL, 0. BAcHRACH, 

L . PoEBNECKER, Ho AMEI, LEE SING, F. DoDWELL, T. H. WHITEHEAD, 

DouGLAS JoNEs, R. M. GRAY, J. THURBURN, N. P. DHALLA, D. MuNcHER
J!E and H . U. JEFFRIES (Secretary). 

THE MINUTES. 

The minutes of the last annual meeting and of the meetings held since 
were taken as read and were confirmed. 

The CHAIRMAN-Gentlemen, the first business of the day is the presen

tation of the report of the old Committee. This report has been issued 

some time and most of you have had an opportunity of reading it, and as 

has been customa1·y at these meetings, I propose to take it as read. 

With your permission I have a few remarks to make in reference to this 

report. First, with reference to the Opium Bill, 1887. This Bill has been 

carefully dealt with by your Committee, as you will see by the report and 

the somewhat voluminous correspondence in Appendix A. Your Com

mittee strongly objected to some clauses of the first draft Bill submitted, 

mainly on the ground of its interference with the 1·etail opium trade of the 

Colony. A proposal came from the opium merchants which was accepted 

by the Government for the sale of balls of opium, and the Bill was passed. 

From what I learn from gentlemen largely engaged in the opium trade 

the Bill is not working to their s.atisfaction, and it may be necessary for 

the Government to alter this Ordinance hereafter. Moreover, I am 

. ' 
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informed that the &muggliug of prepared opium from this Colony is greater 
than evet·. Status and privileges granted to foreign mail steamers.-! think 
you will admit that your Committee have done their duty to the general 

body of steamer-owners in this, but unfortunately the absence of the 

Chamber's Counsel, who was instructed to draw the petition to the SecNtary 
of State, has occasioned a delay ; but I hope this will be remedied shortly. 
Returning unstamped correspondence. -I need say little as to this except that 

the action of the Postmaster-General was deprecated by all the commercial 

communities in China. Cmnmunication with H.B.M.'s Minister at Peldng.
This matter has been set to rights, I am glad to say, I said so much about 

it at last meeting that I may pass on. Movements of Ame1·ican Mail 
r .s'teanners.-This unfortunately was not a successful effort, and you will see 

the reason" assigned by your Committee, audit will be for you to judge if 
they are well founded. Cargo boats.-These regulations were much needed 

as the irreguutr demands made by the cargo boats were a great evil. 
Sil!ver yen.-You will see that your Committee are not in favour of the 

proposal to make theJV, a legal currency. In the meantime they pass freely 

in all the smaller transactions in the Colony. Duratim~ of V01jages.-You 
will see that your Committee have failed in changing the antiquated notions 

of the Executive on this subject. Registration of Imports and Exports.
This matter will come on for discussion later, and I shall thet•efore refrain 
from any remarks at this stage. Quarantine.-No further progress has 

been made with regard to this subject. Stmnp fees on Bills of Exchange.

The arrangements made with the Bank managers in the Colony, as you 
will see, are on a satisfactory basis. Mail Services viii Canadian and Pacific 
route.-You will see what 1s said with regard to the Canadian and 
Pacific route. You will see the Committee in this insta.nce have rather 
changed their "l'icws. At first they thought it would be no benefit to the 
commerce in this part of the world, but on reconsideration we arrived at a 
different conclusion. At the same time it is stated that the opposition 

was withdrawn on the understanding that the Colony should not to be 
called upon for any further contribution to the postal subsidy. Rates fm· 

storage of opiwn~.-This is a matte1· which particularly concerns the mer

chants in opium. You will see that your Committee declined to take any 
action in the matter. Legislative Cou,1cil.- You will see that Mr. MAcEWEN 

was unanimously elected on the retirement of Mr. JAcKsoN. The Telegmph 
Oonvention.-You will see that the Qommittee supported the Shanghai 

Chamber of Commerce in their protest against the ConventiQU between the 
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Telegraph Companies and the Chinese Government. If we believe some 
reports, the effect has been that this Convention will not be carried out. 

I have seen this denied in other quarters, but we are unable a.t present to 
give you any information. British Trade Dolla1·.-This is a question that 
has been before the Chamber and the Chamber in Singapore on many 

, occasions, and I think now it is a matter that is definitely shelved. 

Breakwater on Kellett's Bank. As you will see, the subject of the construc
tion of a breakwater there has ueeu before the Committee, but they deem it 
desirable that all correspondence connected with this matter should, in the 

meantime, be treated confidentially. Accow~ts-The accounts have been 
audited by Messrs. THURBU~N and RuTTER. They showed a balance on the 

31st December to the ct·edit of the Chamber of $574.65, exclusive of a , 
deposit of $5,000 with the Hongkong and Shanghai Bank at 5 per cent. 

interest. You have the accounts before you, and I think taking all the 

circumstances into consideration they are satisfactory. This, the Secretarv 
informs me, is the first year that the Chamber's price~ current have been :\ 
financial success as far as the Chamber is concerned. I have nothing 

more to say but to move the adoption of the report n.nd accounts as presented 

to you. 

Mr. BELILIOs-I don't know whether I am in order, but referring to 
your remarks regarding this Opium Bill, I see it is in contemplation to move 
the Government to repeal it or amend it. 

The OaAtRliU.N- 1 did not pledge the Chamber to that. I simply put 
it as my opinion that it would have to be amended. 

Mr. BELILios-I would suggest to the Chamber that some action be 

taken by the Chamber either in the way of writing to the Government or 

~·equesti~g their dele~ate in Council to move the Government to giye 
mstruct10ns ~o the Pohce ~ot to encourage the Opium Farmer in harassing 
and obstructmg the trade m opium. I mention this because I understand 
that when this Bill was discussed in Council, the Government assured our 

present Cha~rman and t~e opponents of that Bill that they would always 
make the BtU work eas1ly among the Chinese. From what has transpired 

recently that assurance has noL been fulfilled. There was a case the other 
day which is probably known to members here which came up before 
the Court. There are two ways of administering a law. One is to mete it 

out wi~h mercy and the other is to mete it out with severity. F1·om what 
transp1red the other day it seems the Magistrate here did not exercise his 

~--'--------------------------------------~~---r----------------~----------------------~-----
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prerogative of mercy. The outside he should have done under the 
,~ircumstances would have been to have allowed the man to go with a caution 

that he should not do the same in future. To make the matter clear 
to the n1eeting I will state the facts as briefly as possible. A Chinese 
merchant bought some thirty-two chests of Bengal opium, paid for it, oa.nd 

obtained a permit to export it. He put the opium on board cargo boats 
and took them with him to the opium hulk belonging to the Imperial 
Chinese Maritime Customs moored in the vicinity of this harbour. The 
opium was passed and examined and he wa.s on his way back to export it 

under that permit by several junks to ports on the mainland. While 
coming in as it were from foreign waters into Hongkong waters, at the 

•instigation of the Farmer he was pounced upon by the police and' told that 
he had infringed the law. Now, sir, the law is silent on that point. Hn 
got the pe~mit to export the opium. He was obliged to take the opium 
to the hulk to get it examined and was on his way back to put it on hoard 

the junks, which, as you know, always lie in the harbour. He had no 
option. Well, this man was hauled up, taken before the Magistrate, his 

opium taken to the Police Court and stored in the yard, in consequence 
of which he lost the ma.rkl>t at the port of destination for which it was 

intended, some of the junb sailing away without it, and lost the interest 
on his money. The opium was kept at the Police Court, he was hauled 

up before the Magistrate, convicted, fined, and you may say branded as a 
criminal. I think it was a. most severe way of treating any man. If any 

of us had been placed in that position I am sure the town would have been 
ringing with it. There would have been a howl of indignation over it, 
and the papers would have taken the matter up and dilated on the subject. 

Bnt unfortunately as it was a Chinaman the matter was allowed to slide 
a.nd no notice was taken of it. Now si1·, I maintain that some action 
should be taken in the meantime, before anything else is done, so that the 

t1·aders m that article ma.y be protectE:d, may be safe-guarded against 
things of that kind. I think it is a great hardship, and we should try to 

remedy it immediately. 

The CHAIR!>IAN-If there are no other remarks to l>e made, will some 

gentleman second the adoption of t.lw report and accounts? 

Mr. WooDIN seconded. 

Carried nem con. 
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The CHAIRMAN- The next business is the election of the new Committee. 
The Committee, as you are aware, consists of uine members including the 
Chairman, Vice-Chairman, and seven others. For your information I may 

give you the names of the old Committee, which consisted of myself, 
Mr. MAcEwEN, Vice-Chairman·, who does not desire re-election as he is 

. going home shortly, Mr. BELL-IRVING, Mr. HoPPrus, Mr. DARBY, who has 

left the Colony, Mr. MACKINToSH, Mr. FoRBEs, Mr. JAcxsoN, and Mr. 

MtcHAELSEN. 

A ballot was then taken with the result that the following were elected, 
the names being placed in seniority according to the number of votes 

obtained:-Messrs. MACKINTOSH, RYRIE, FoRBES, JAcxsoN, BELL·lRVING, 
HoPPius, LAYToN, MicHAELSEN, and GaAY. 

The CHAIRMAN-The only other business before the meeting is to elect 
the Chairman and Vice-Chairman. 

Mr. DALRYMPLE proposed that Honourable P . RYRIE he elected 

Chairman, and Honourable J. BELL-lRVING Vice-Chairman. 

Mr. BELILros seconded. 

Carried unanimously. 

'l'he CHAIRMAN-Gentlemen, that closet! the business of the meeting. 

... 

., 



Report of the Comm-ittee of the HoNGKO~G GENI·;RAL CHAMBEH 

OF CoMMERCE for the Year ending 31st December, 1887, 
presented to tit; Members at t!te Annual ilfeeting held .on 
Friday, the 9th Jlfarclt, 1888. 

The Committee beg to submit to the Members of the Chamber, the 
following Report of their proceedings during the period under notice:-

Opium Bill (Hongkong) 1887. 

" In pursuance with the provisions of the Additional Article to the Chefoo 
Agreement, a Special Commission met in Hongkong in June, 1886, for the 
purpose of arriving at a basis of Agreement for regulating the tt·ade of this 
Colony in Raw Opium; and the Agreement was signed by the Commissioners 

on the 11th September of that year. 

The attention of the Chamber was directed, in January last, to the fact 
that the Additional Clause under the Chefoo Agreement would come into 
force on the 1st February, and your Committee we1·e requested to obtain 
reliable information (1) with regard to the duty on Opium imported into 
China previous to and after that date, and (2) whether Opium imported 
before the 1st February could be re-exported, after that date, from one port 
in China to another, without paying additional duty. A telegram was 
forwarded to H. B. M.'s Minister at Peking, through His Excellency the 
Officer Administering the Government here, to the above effect, and a reply 
was promptly received stating that all Opium exported after the 1st 
February must pay the Convention Lekin of 80 Taels per lOO Catties over 
and above the 30 Taels duty already paid= Taels llO, otherwise it would 
be_ subject to a penalty of Taels 300, without privileges of Convention. 
Early in February, the Local Government forwarded to the Chamber 
communications from H. B. M.'s Consul at Canton, announcing the inten
tion of the Chinese Authorities to simultaneously collect, on and after 1st 
Februa1•y, the Lekin (provincial dues) and the export duty on Opium, 
to be levied as arranged at the Stations outside of Hongkong. 

The Memorandum of Agreement arrived at by the Commission for the 
regulation of the trade of the Colony in Raw Opium was approved of by 
the Imperial Government, who sanctioned the introduction of a Draft 
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Ordinance based upon its terms. On the publication of this Draft Ordi
nance it was found that Sections III and IV prohibited the export and 
import of Raw Opium in less quantities than one chest, a measure which 
not only inflicted a blow upon the principal business of the wholesale 
merchants of the Colony, but at the same time struck at the root of the 
retail trade which absorbs a large portion of the drug landed in Hongkong. 
Subsequent to the first reading of the Bill in Council, on the 18th March, 
petitions were presented on behalf of the Importers and wholesale Me1·chants 
and of the Chinese Opium Merchants and traders, remonstrating against 
the restrictions sought to be imposed by the Bill as at first published, and 
which, if retained, would seriously interfere with trade, as the established 
custom of examining, testing, and re packing Malwa, Persian and Turkish " 

drug would not be allowed. 

The matter received the immediate consideration of your Committee, 
who forwarded a resolution to His Excellency the Governor, expressing 
the opinion that no Bill which limited the trade in Opium to whole chests 
would prove satisfactory, and urging the postponement of the second read
ing for one calendar month, to afford the public time to unde1·stand and 
discuss the whole question preparatory to submitting a new Bill free from 
the objectional features of the first draft. The grounds taken up by your 
Committee in opposing hasty legislation in this matter had been endorsed 
hy all those interested in the question. Proposals were subsequently 
forwarded to His Excellency the Governor, by the Chamber, on behalf of 
the Opium Merchants, suggesting certain modifications. In the amended 
Draft of the Bill which came up for a second reading on the 23rd May the 
prohibition of dealing in quantities less than One Chest, intended for 
Export, was removed, special licences being provided by the Ordinance 
tor such transactions, and the power of examination was transferred 
from the Opium Farmer to the Superintendent of Imports and Exports. 
The Ordinance was passed into law, with these amendments, on the 27th 
May. (Appendix A.) 

Status and Privileges of Men-of-War granted to Subsidised 
Foreign Mail Steamers at British Colonial Ports. 

This inq 01'tant subject was taken up by the Committee early in the 
year. After being fully discussed by the Legislative Council, it was decided 
to seek the co-operation of the Cha-mbers of Commerce of tbe p1·incipal 
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British Colonies and Dependencies throughout the world. This course has 
necessitated considerable delay and it is only recently that a sufficient 
number of replies have been received to warrant this Chamber taking action. 
The opinions received ar-e practically unanimous in condemning the system 
of granting Man-of-War Status to Foreign Mail Steame1·s. The Committee 
have placed the documents with their Counsel to dt-aw a petition for 
simultaneous pre!>entation to Her Britannic Majesty's Government, which 
will receive the unanimous support of those Chambers that have given 
their adhesion to the opinion expressed by the Committee. (Appendix B.) 

Returning of Unstamped Correspondence. 

The new regulations of the Post Office hearing on this question 
received the attention of your Committee, and the hardship was at once 
rectified by the Local Government, on the Chamber's representations. 

(Appendix B.) 

Communication with H. B. M.'s Minister at Peking. 

It will be in the recollection of the members of the Chamber that, 
at the last Annual General Meeting, attention was called to the request 
of Her Majesty's Charge d'Affaires at Peking that, when the Chamber had 
occasion to address H.B.M.'s Representative in Peking, communications 
should be forwarded through the Local Government, no reason was assigned 
for discontinuing the long established practice of holding direct communica
tion. Your Committee therefore. addressed a remonstrance to the Home 
Government and the reply, from Her Majesty's Principal Secretary of 
State for Foreign Affairs, will no doubt be read with satisfaction for it 
clearly terminates a grievance which the Chamber has laboured under for 

some time. (Appendix 0.) 

Movements of the American Mail Steamers ofthe Pacific 
Mail Steam-ship Company, and of the Occidental 

and Oriental Steam-ship Company. 

In May last, the Government addressed a letter to the Chamber fox
warding copy of a communication conveying a request from the Postmaster 
General that the Chamber would represent to the Agent of the Pacific Mail 
and Occidenta.l and Oriental Steamship Companies the inconvenience 
arising from the despatch of the steamers of those Companies on the days 

, r 
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fixed for the departures of the subsidised European Mails, and to ask 
whether new arrangements could be made to avoicl those coincidences. 
This correspondence was duly discussed and after considering the points 
raised by the Postmaster General, your Committee expressed regret a.t not 
being able to find reasonable grounds for preferring the request of the Post 
Office Department, especially as it appeared to them that the real cause 
of grievance arose from the absence of the necessary facilities on the part 
of the Post Office to meet the exigencies of the public service. (Appendix 
D.) 

Regulations for the Licensing, Management and Control 
of Boats and Boatmen. 

The draft regulations, under the new act, for the licensing, manage
ment and control of Boats and Boatmen was received from Government 
who requested an expression of the views of the Chamber on its provisions: 

In their reply to the reference made to them, your Committee recom
mended certain additions and modifications in the details of working, as 
regards Cargo Boats and Cargo Boatmen, which in their opinion seemed 
desirable. (Appendix E.) 

Offer of the Japanese Government to Coin Silver Yen. 

The Local Government desired an expression of the views of the 
Chamber respecting an offer of the Japanese Government to coin Silver 
Yen for this Colony. Your Committee, after a full discussion of the 
question, objected to the adoption of the scheme to recognize the Yen as 
the legal currency of the Colony, because that coin is not current in the 
?a.nton ~rovince which absorbs large remittances from this, and very great 
mc~nvemence would result from the recognition of the Yen as a legal coin 
as It would not be ava~lable for circulation in that district. (Appendix F.) 

Duration ofVoyages of Steamers carrying Passengers 
between Hongkong and the Australian Colonies. 

The Schedule for the duration of passages between Hongkong and 
the Australian Colonies fixed by the Colonial Govemment which was first 
questioned by the Chamber in 1883, when the Committee obtained some 
small. concessions, was again mooted by the Chamber in June last. On this 
occasiOn the Committee regret success has not attended their efforts, for the 
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same antiquated scale that obtained before the great improvement in the 
speed of the steam vessels now trading between this Port and Australasia, 
was considered by the Colonial Government to be applicable to the present 
time. We thus have the anomaly of a voyage which is accomplished 
regularly in ten days, on an average, being classified as a 30 days' passage, 
involving all the expense and annoyance to the ship owning community 
that the Emigration laws which govern the schedule require. It is to be 
regretted that the Government, in Legislative Council, should have vetoed 
the appointment of a Commission to inquire into the subject, which was 
proposed by the Rep1·esentative of the Chamber. The Government views 
would have then been dearly ascertained instead of the unsatisfactory state 
in which the question is now left.. Any objecl;ions that might have been 
raised by the authorities, it is felt, would have either been dissipated, or 
provisions made of ~~less stringent character which would have amply safe

guarded the interest of passengers. 
The Committee leave this question as a legacy to their successors. 

(Appendix G.) 

Registration of Imports and Exports. 

After full consideration of this subject your Committee, in June la.st, 
brought to the attention of the Local Government the desirability of 
providing some fo1·m of Legislation to ensure the Registration of the Im
ports and Exports of the Colony, and suggested that the Draft of a Bill aud 
the Rules under it might be prepared and submitted to the Chamber, with 
a view of affm·ding the members an opportunity of offering recommendation 

011 points of detail. In their reply, the Government forwarded a minute 
by the Acting Attorney General, on this subject, enumerating certain 
restrictions whi<"h wonld be necessary to make the proposed Ordinance 
efficacious and nsked for an expression ofthe views of the Chamber thereon. 
As will be seen on reference to the correspondence, your Committee could 
discover no o1Jjection such as would, in their opinion, override the benefits 
likely to result from the projected measure which there are reasons to 
believe is receiving the favorable attention of the Government. (Appendix 

H.) 

Quarantine. 

As no appeal has been made to th e Chamber during the past year, 
your Committee have not dealt directly with this subject, but on reference 

, r 
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to the correspondence it will be seen that attention was drawn to the 
publication of a statement attributed to Sir J OSEPH F A.YRER, beadng on the 
question of Quarantine in connection with the Indian Government, which 
yout· Committee have taken steps to verify. (Appendix I.) 

Stamp Fees on Bills of Exchange. 

It was brought to the notice of your Committee that an innovation 
was established in July, 1886, whereby the Banks of the Colony threw 
upon the mercantile community the whole expense of providing stamps on 
all Bills of Exchange, whether bought or sold. After representation to 
the va.~ious Bank Managers, it is the pleasing duty of you1· Committee to 
report that a scheme was drawn up and agreed to, very much oti the lines * 
of those that previously prevailed, whereby the tax of providing stamps is 
equitably apportioned between buyers and sellers. (Appendix J.) 

Mail Service via. Canadian and Pacific Routes. 

A special meeting of the Committee was held on the 27th June last, to 
consider a letter from the Agents of the Canadian Pacific Railway with 
regard to the desirability of establishing a Mail service, between Hongkong 
and Vancouver, to alternate with the existing P. & 0. service via Suez, and 
requesting that the Home Government might be placed in possession of the 
Chamber's views before the 30th day of June, on which date the subject 
was to come up for discussion in Parliament. The members are aware that 
when the subject of the new contract for the Eastern Mail service was 
referred to the Chamber in June 1886, it was then decided that the proposed 
Canadian route was practically useless so far as Hongkong was concerned. 
On reconsideration of the question, one year later, your Committee 
considered that a subsidiary special service via Pacific and Canadian routes, 
would be advantageous to the mercantile public and was especially desirable 
on Political grounds, provided this Colony was not called upon to contribute 
to the proposed undertaking. A Resolution to this effect was passed, the 
Agents of the Canadian Pacific Railway were duly advised and the contents 
were telegraphed to H.M.'s Chancellor of the Exchequer. (Appendix K .) 

Rates charged by the Imperial Chinese Maritime 
Customs for the storage of Opium. 

Representations were made to the Chamber by Merchants largely 
interested in the Opium trade, regarding the high rates which the Chinese 

I' 
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Customs were charging for the storage of Opium in their bonded warehouses 
at Foochow and A:moy, and the Chamber was requested to intervene iu 
this matter with a view to secure some rebate from the tax. From in
formation which your Committee received on the subject they were all but 
unanimous in deciding that, it was inexpedient for the Chamber to take any 
action suppo1·ting the communication that had been addressQd to them. 

(Appendix L.) 

Legislative Council. 

The Local Government notified the Chamber, in September last, that 
Mr. '1'. J A.CKSON had resigned his seat as the Chamber's Rept·esentative 

' upon the Legislative Council and requested the Chamber to nominate 
another Member to fill his place. For this purpose a Special General 
Meeting of the Chamber \Vas held on the 17th September, when the Vice
Chairman Mr. A. P. MA.cEwEN, who had previously represented the 
Chamber as Acting Member, was again unanimously elected as their 

permanent nominee. (Appendix M.) 

Alleged Contemplated Convention between the Foreign 
Telegraph Companies and the Chinese Government. 

The Shanghai General Chamber of Commerce forwarded copy of a 
letter addressed by that Chamber, to the Doyen of the Diplomatic Body 
in Peking, protesting against the alleged contemplated convention between 
the existing European Telegraph Companies and the Chinese Government, 
and invited the co-operation of the Chamber to support their communica
tion. The reply of your Committee to this representation was to the effect 
that, they concurred with the views held by the Shanghai Chamber, that 
every effort slJimld he made to oppose any attempt, direct or indirect, to 
increase the bmdens on trade, and the attention of Her Britannic Majesty's 
Representative at Peking was invited to a Resolution expressing the views 
of your Committee and urging that His Excellency would use his influence 
to check the consummation of a scbomo, which, if carried into effect, would 
prove detrimental to the interests of the Mercantile Communities in the 

Far East. (Appendix N.) 

British Trade Dollar. 

A letter, dated 20th December, 1887, was received from the Singapore 
Chamber of Commerce, forwarding a ~aper laid before the Legislative 
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Council of the Straits Settlements, containing a lengthy correspondence 
embra.eing the views of the Lords of the Treasury, the Secretary of State 
for the Colonies and the Master of the Mint, together with a letter from 
the Directors of the Chartered Bank of India, Australia and China, ex
pressing opinions adverse to this project. The difficulties \vhich have 
attended the attempt to introduce a new coinage for use in the British 
Colonies in the East have been so great, and the opinions of parties 
consulted so divergent, the Singapore Chamber announces its intention to 
abandon all further attempts to obtain legislation on the subject. (Ap-
pendix 0.) • 

Proposed Light on the Gap Rock. 

The Chairman, in his remarks on this subject which appeared in the 
Report for last year, expressed the confident belief that, consequent on the 
representations offered by the Chamber, the difficulties which had hitherto 
stood in the way of the undertaking would be removed and that the 
requisite authority to commence work would be sho1·tly sanctioned. These 
expectations, so far, have not been realized but your Committee are aware 
that the matter is now engaging the active attention of the Government 
and trust that no further delay will take pla.ee. 

Par.tial Blockade of the Western Entrance to the Harbour. 

The subject of the construction of a Breakwater on Kellett's Bank, as 
a. protective measure in case of War, so as to partially block the Western 
Entrance of the Harbour has again been brought befo1·e the Cha,mber by 
the Local Government, who, in view of the present position of the question, 
Mem it desirable that all conespondence connected with this matter should, 
for the present, be treated confidentially. 

Miscellaneous. 

One Arbitration case was submitted for the decision of the Committee, 
under the rules of the Chamber, framed for that purpose. 

On the 1st February the Local Government communicated copy of a 
lett-er and cHdosure from the Acting Consul for France, calling attention 
to the necessity for all vessels, ·proceeding to Saigon, to be supplied with 
Bills of Heal'th. 

• 
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The Local Government forwarded, for the information of the Chamber, 
the prospectus of the Adelaide Jubilee I nternational Exhibition, and copy 
of a notice respecting the proposed Paris Universal Exhibition, 1889. 

At the request of Admiral Sir R. VESEY HA.liULTON, K.O.B., full 
statistics were furnished by the Chamber respecting the Trade and Trade 
Routes between China and the Australasian Colonies. 

On the lOth March, the Chamber received from the Local Government 
copy of a letter from Her Britannic Majesty's Minister at Peking, giving 
cover to translation of a Memorial published in the Peking Gazette, 6th 
February, 1887-which will be found in Appendix P.-on the subject of 

· the removal of the prohibition that has hitherto existed on the export of 
Iron from the Kwangtung and Kwangsi Provinces. 

Your Committee have had submitted to them by the Local Government 
Mr. BouRNE's interesting report-Parts I and II-on his journey in South 
Western China, from which it appears that he travelled through a portion 
of the country visited by Mr. Moss in 1869 under the auspices of this 

Chamber. 

A letter of the 5th September was received from the Consul for 
France, forwarding a chart of the Lower Mouth of the River Loire giving 
details, in extenso, of the approaches to the Port of St. Nazaire with statistics 
relative to the Docks and Ship Building Yards established at that place. 

A copy of the Journal Officiel de la, Oochin-Ohine Franr;aise has been 
received containing the Tarif Douanier de L'Indo-Chine Franl(lloise. 

Finance. 

The accounts have been audited by Messrs. JoHN THURBURN and E. 
w. RUTTER. 

The balance at credit of the Chamber on 31st December, 1887, amounted 
to $574.65, exclusive of $5,000 on deposit with the Hongkong and Sha1ighai 
Banking Corporation at 5 per cent. interest. 

The usual statistics of Trade, together·with the Annual Reports of the 
Postmaster General and of the Harbour Master are appended. 
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A. 

I-foNl<KONl;, ,'!.jfJ, .lanuar!J. 1887. 

Sm,-The additional clause of the Chefoo Convention comes into force · 

on the 1st February proximo and a question of the gravest importance to 
Opium Merchants has ariseu iu connection with the same. 

It seems impossible to obtain any reliable local information upon the 

point, and we therefore beg the Chamber of Commeree to wire through the 
Government to H . E. the British Minister n.t Peking so that we may obtain 

a perfectly reliable answer to the question at issue, which is the following:- • 

Opium imported into China by Foreigners before the First of February 
p<~ys the Imperial Customs dues of Taels Thirty per Picul as customary. 

Will such Opium stand upon the same.footiug in every respect as Opium 
imported after the first of ]'ebruary, and upon which Imperial dues of Taels 

one hundred and ten will have been paid under the new Convention. Also 
can such Opium imported before the first February be 1·emoved after the 
first February from one part of China to another without paying any addi
tional duty. 

We shall feel greatly obliged if the Chamber of Commerce will give this 
matter their immediate attention so that it may be wired through the 
Government to-day, and as the matter is of very great importance to us, 
we should like the Government to ask for an immediate reply. 

We shall be happy to bear all the expenses connected with telegraphing. 
We are, Dear Sir, 

Yours obediently, 

DA VID SASSOON, SONS & Co. 
E . D. SASSOON & Co. 

To tile Secretary of tlte CHAMBER OF ColiiMERCE, HoNuKONG. 

HONGIWNG GENEHAL CUAMllER OF COMJ\IERCE, 

HONGKONG, 25tft January, 1887. 

Sm,-The change in the Opium Duties, which takes place on the first 
of February next, very deeply concerns two of the Members of this Chamber, 
and they have requested that His Excellency the Officer Administering the 

Government, should forward a Telegram, as per enclosed, to Her Britannic 
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Majesty's Minister at Peking, and the Chamber respectfully request that 

His Excellency will be pleased to give effect to same without delay, and in 
view of the urgency of the matter to ask for the favor of a prompt reply. 

The cost of said telegram, when as<.:ertained, will be forwarded to you 

by the Chamber.- ! have, &c., 
P. RYRIE, Clur,innan. 

The Hon. F. STEWART, LL.D., Acting Colonial Srcretm'!J. 

TELEGRAM. 

Opium imported into China by Foreigners before first February pttys 

Imperial Customs dues thirty taels pet· picul as customary will such Opium 
' stand upon same footing every respect as Opium imported after first -Feb

ruary and upon which Imperial dues One Hunch·ed and Ten taels will have 

been paid under new Convention also can such Opium imported before first 
.February be removetl after first Febt'llary from one p.trt of China or port 

in China to another without paying any additional duty. 

HoxGKONG GE~EuAL CnA~IHER o.F CoMllERCE, 

1-IOXGIWNG, 25t/t Janumy, 1887. 

GENTLEMEN,- ! have to acknowledge the receipt of your letter of this 

date, stating that a question of the utmost importance to Opium Merchants 
has arisen in connection with the coming into force of the additional clause 
of the Chefoo Couventiou, on the 1st proximo, upon which you are Uilahle 

to obtain reliable information, and requesting that the Chamber would for
ward to His Excellency the Administrator, a Telegram, embodied in your 
favor under reply, for transmission to Her Britannic Majesty's Minister rtt 

Peking, coupled with the request to be favored with an immediate reply. 
I beg to inform you that a letter has been addressed to His Excellency 

the Officer Administering the Government, agreeably to your request, and 
for your information I annex copy of the telegram handed to the Govem

ment for transmission to H . B. M.'s Minister, Peking, and when the cost of 

same is ascertained you shall be duly advised.-! have, &c., 

H . U. JEFFRIES, Acting Secretary. 

Messrs. DAVID SA.ssooN, SoNs & Co., 

, E. D. SAssooN & Co., 

HoNGKONG. 

No.l15. 

[ 5 J 
CoLo:"'IAL SEcnETARY's OFFICE, 

Ho:"'GKO~u, 26tlt January, 1887. 

SIR,- 1 mn directed by His Excellency the Officer Administering the 
Government to inform you that the Telegram on the question of the change 

of Duties on Opium, forwarded in your letter of yesterday, has been duly 

transmitted to-Her Britannic Majesty's Minister at Peking. 
The cost of the Telegram is Seventy-three Dollars and eight cents.-

I have, &c., 
FREDERICK STEW ART, Acting Col<mial Sec1·etm·y. 

The Hon. P . RYRIE, 
Chairman, HoNGKONG GENERAL CHAMBER OF COMMERCE. 

Ho:"'GKO:"'G GENERAL CJIA)lllER 01' Co~IMERCE, 

HoNuKONn, :?7t!t Janum'!h 1887. 

• 

GENTLEMEN,-Adverting to my letter of the 25th instant, I have now 

to acquaint you that the Chamber is in re~eipt of a communication from the 

Acting Colonial Secretary stating that the Government have despatched the 
Telegram, on the question of the change of Duties on Opium, to Her 
Britannic Majesty's Minister at Peking, and that the cost of said Telegram 

was Seventy-three Dollars and eight cents ( $73.08 ).-I have, &c., 

H. U. JEFFRIES, Acting 8ec1·eta1·y. 

Messrs. DAVID SAssooN, SoNs & Co., 
, E. D. SAssooN & Co., 

HoNG KONG. 

Ho~GKOXt:, :?8th January, 188'7. 

DEAR Sm,-We beg to enclose you our Compradore Order for $73.08 
being cost of telegram forwarded to Peking through the Government, ancl we 
shall feel greatly obliged by your sending us the reply, w ben it arrives, with 

.tll the expedition possible.-We are, &c., 

DA VID SASSOON, SONS & Co. 

H. U. JEFFRIEs, EsQ., 
Acting Sec?·eta1·y, HoNGKONG GENERAL CHA:\IBI!:R OF Coi\IMERCE. 

No. 127. CoLOXL\L SECUET.-I.ItY's OFFICE, 

I-Io~GKONG, 28th Januai'!J, 188"1. 

Sm,-Inreply to your letter of the 25th instant, requesting that the 

telegram rega1·ding Opium Duties enclosed therein should he forwarded to 
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Her Britaunic Majesty's Minister at Peking, I have the honour, by t'lirec

tion. of the Officer Administering the Government, to transmit, for your 
information, a copy of a telegram in reply, which His Excellency has 

received from Sir JoHN WA"SHAM.- l have, &c., 

FREDERICK STEW ART, Acting Colonial Sec1·etcwy. 

The Hon. P. RYRIE, 

Ohai1·man, HoNGIWNG GENERAL CHAMBER OF CoMMERCE. 

TELEGRAM. 

PEKING, 27tft January, 1887. 

Govei'nO'I·, HoNGKONG. 

Your telegram of 25th yes if it has paid convention lekin of eighty 

taels otherwise it will be liable to special lekin of three hundred taels 

without privileges of convention duty paid opium can be re-exported to 
another port after first February but will be subject there to either con
vention or special Iekin and in latter case without privileges of conventiou 
Opium going from treaty ports to places in interior after first Februa1.·y will 

on payment of convention lckin enjoy privileges of convention but not 
otherwise the special lekiu above referred to will be imposed after first 
February for the purpose of preventing attempts at evasion of the tax. 

WALSHAM. 

HoNGKONG GEXERAL CHAMBER oF ColiDXERCE, 
1-IONGKONG, 28tlt J anua1'ff, 1887. 

GENTLEMEN,- ! beg to transmit to you the annexed Telegram, for
wat·ded to the Chamber by the Acting Colonial Secretary, which His 

Excellency the Officer Administering the Government has received from 
Sir JOHN WALSHAM, Her Britannic Majesty' s Ministe1· at P ekiug, in reply 

to the Telegram from this Chamber regarding the Opium DutiPs.-I have, &c., 

H. U. JEFFRIES, Acting SeC'I·etm-y. 

Me_ssrs. D.a.vm SAssooN, SoNs & Co., 

, E. D. SAssooN & Co., 

Ho:::.GKONG, 
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TELEGRAM. 
PEKING, 27t1t Janumy, 1887. 

Govei'1W1', HoNGKONG. 

Your telegram of 25th yes if it has paid convention lekin of eighty 

taels otherwise it will be liable to speciallekin of three hundred taels witlJ
out privileges of convention duty paid· Opium can be re-exported to another 

port after first February but will be subject there to either convention or 

special le kin ancl in latter case without privileges of convention Opium going 
from treaty ports to places in interior after first February will on payment 
of convention lekin enjoy privileges of convention but not otherwise the 

special lekin above referred to will be imposed after first February for the 

purpose of preventing attempts at evasion of the tax. 

WALSHAM. 

HoNGKONG GENERAl. CHAMBER OJ;' CollmEncE, 

HoNGRONG, 29t!t January, 1887. 

Sm,-I have the honour to acknowledge the receipt of your letters Nos. 

115 ancl 127 of the 26th and 28th instant, the former stating that His 

Excellency the Officer Administering the Govemment, had transmitted to 
Her Britannic Majesty's Minister at Peking, the Telegram forwarded iu 
the Chamber's letter of the 25th current, and the latter enclosing copy of a 

Telegra.m, in reply, from Sir JoHN W ALSHAJ\1. 
I am desired by the Committee to tender their best thanks to His 

Excellency for the prompt attention he has given to the request of the 
Chamber, and I beg to enclose, herewith, cheque No. 779047 on the Hong

kong and Shanghai Banking Corporation, payable to your order, for $73.08, 

cost of the Telegram to Peking. 
Should any sum be debited to this Government by the Minister a.t 

Peking, for cost of his Telegram in reply, this Chamber will be prepared to 

reimburse the same.-! have, &c., 

P. RYRIE, Olutirman. 

The Hon. F. STEW ART, LL.D., .Acting Ool()nial Se&retary. 

N(). 160. CoLONJAI. SEcnJo;1'ARY's O~o·l'·xcE, 

HoNGKONG, 1st Februmy, 1887. 

SxR,-1 am directed by His Excellency the Officer Administm·ing the 
Government to transmit to you, for the information of the Chn.mber of 
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Commet·ce, the annexed copy of a letter and its enclosure, from Her Britan

nic Majesty's Consul at Canton, respecting the proposed enfbrcement, from 
this date, of the additional clause to the Chefoo Convention.-! have, &c., 

FREDERICK STEW ART, Acting Colonial Sec1·eta1·y. 

H. U. JEFFRIES, Esq., 
Acting Secretary, HoNGKONG GENERAL CHAMBER OF co~IMERCE. 

(Copy.) 

l'olo. 8. 

H . B. M .'s CoNSULATE, 

CANTON, 29th Januwy, 1887. 

Sm,-1 have the honom· to enclose, for the information of His Excel

lency the Acting Governor, translation of a lettet' which I have received 
·from the Superintendent of Customs at this Port in regard to the proposed 
enforcement of the additional article to the Chefoo Convention from the 

1st proximo.-I have, &c., 
CHAL. ALABASTER, Consul_ 

The Hon. F. SrEWART, LL.D., Acting Colonial Sem·eta1·y, HoNGKONG. 

(Copy.) 

THE SuPERINTENDENT Ok' CusToMs AT CANTON TO HER MAJESTY's CoNSUL. 

29tlt Janumy, 1887. 

Sm,-With regard to the simultaneous collection of Duty and Likin on 

Opium, I have the honour to inform you that some time ago I received from 
His Excellency the H ereditary Marquis TstNG a Despatch enclosing a copy 
of a Memorial which he had presented to the Throne. The Despatch stated 

that, in obedience to Imperial commands, His Excellency had, after care

ful discussion, agreed with the British Foreign Office that a total of Taels 
110 on every hundred catties of Opium should be paid as Duty and Likin at 

the time of import. 
On the 15th instant I received a t elegram from the Tsung-li Yamen 

to the effect that the TJikin Stations in the provinces would cease to collect 
Likin on Opium on the 31st of January, 1887, and that the whole business 

would devolve on the Foreign Customs on the 1st of February ; tha.t, as it 
would be impossible to send Customs Officers in t ime to the six stations 

near Hongkong and Macao, the Duty and Likin would, for the time being, 

be collected according to the new scale of Taels 110 by the Officers in 
charge of the said Customs and Stations, and that the Customs would 

commence the simultaneous collection on the 1st of April. 
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On receipt of this telegram I issued, in conjunction with His Excel
lency the Viceroy, a proclamation for the infol'luatiou and guidance of 
Chinese and Foreign merchants as well as circular instructions, and I now 

heg to send you the above for your information, and to request that you 
will instruct merchants in the sense thereof.- ! have, &c., 

TSf:NG JUN, Sttpe1·intenclent of Customs. 

IIol\GKmw GENEUAI~ CHA:UBEI: OF Co)niERCE, 

HoNGKO~G, .?ud F1•bnwry, 1887. 

Sm,-I have the honour to acknowledge the receipt of your letter No. 

160 of yesterday's date, and on behalf of the Committee I thank you for your ., 
courtesy, in forwarding for the information of the 1\fembcrs of the CLamber, 
copy of a letter, with its enclosure, from Her Britannic Majesty's Consul at 

Canton respecting the proposed enforcement, from the 1st instant, of the 

additional article to the Chefoo Convention.- ! have, &c., 

H. U. J:EFFRIES, Acting Sec1·eta1'1J. 

The Hon. F. STEWAR'l', LL.D., Acting Colonial Sec1·eta1·y. 

/l:o. 184. CoLoNIAL SECRETARY's OFFICE, 

HoxGKONG, 4tft Feb1·urt1'!f, 1887. 

SIR,-I am directed by His Excellency the Officer Administering the 
Govemment to transmit to you, for the information of the Chamber of 

Commerce, the annexed copy of a Notification issued by the Commissioner 
of Customs at Canton respecting the simultaneous collection of Likin and 

Duty on Opium.-I have, &c., 

FREDERICK STEW ART, Acting Colonial Sem·eta?'1J. 

H. U. JEFFRIEs, Esq., 
Acting Sec,·eta1·y, HoNGKONG GENERAL CHAlllBER OF CoMMERCE. 

CUSTOM~ NOTIFICATION No. 57. 

In obedience to au Imperial Edict authorizing the simultaneous col 

lection of Duty and Likin on Opium from the 1st February, 1887, by the 
Treaty Port Custom Houses, in accordance with the additional article sign eel 

at London the 18th July, 1885, and appended to the agreement between 
China and Great Britain signed at Chefoo the 13th September, U:!76. 
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Notice is hereby given: 

1st. That on and after the 1st February Foreign Opium arriving 
is to pay Tariff Import Duty (Tls. 30) and Treaty Li~in 

(Tls. 80) simultaneously at the Custom House. 

2nd. That consignees may at once obtain delivery, if they at once 

pay. 
3rd. That consignees not desiring to pay at once are to deposit 

their Opium in the Customs bonded godown situated behind 

the Offices of Messrs. DEACON & Co. on Shamien. 

4th. That Opium once deposited in bond cannot be removed till 

after payment. 

5th. That after payment the Customs will issue as many Certifi
cates as owners may require, and will also affix a Customs 

Stamp or label on each ball or cal;:e, in proof of payment, and 

to prevent the levy of additional charges. 

6th. That owners leav~ng Opium in bond must insure their own 

Opium. 

7th. That for Opium already arrived, Duty paid, and taken deli
very of, but which has not yet paid Likin, owners from 1s.t 
February to 31st July, may pay the Treaty Likin (Tls. 80) to 

the Custom House, when Certificates will be issued and labels 

affixed as above (vide 5th). 

8th. That from the 1st February to the 31st July if Opium is. 
removed from any godown. without having thus (7th) paid 

Treatv Likin or is found in circulation without the Customs 
h~bel, .it will be subjected to Special Likin at the rate of Tls. 

300 per 100 catties, and that after the 31st July any such 

Opium will be confiscated. 

Hereafter Opium may not be landed in the harbour of Canton unless 

covered by a Customs Permit, in accordance 'vit;h the terms of the Treaties 

(Brit. Treaty Art. XX.XlXc.) 

Consignees should state on their applications, whether they desh·e to 

take delivery at once, or store their Oi'ium. 

FRANCIS W. WHITE, Commtissioner of (Justoms. 

CusTOl\I HousE, CANTON, 31st January, 188'7. 

[ 11 ] 

HoNGKONG· GENI•:I(AL Cu.umEit Ol!' CoM~lERCE, 

HoNGKONu, ,)tit .Fe01'11W'!J, 1887. 

Sn~,-I have the honour to acknowledge the receipt of your despatch 

No. 184, of the 4th instant, covering copy of a Notification issued by the 
Commissionet· of Customs at Canton respecting the simultaneous collection 
of Likin and Duty on Opium, and to thank you, on behalf of t he Committee 

of the Chamber, for the courtesy of your inforrnatiou.-I have, &c., 

H. U. JEFFH.IES, Acting Secreta1·y. 

The Hon. F. STEWART, LL.D., Acting Colonial Sec1·elm·y. 

J\"o. 2/U. CoLONIAL SECRBTARY'::5 On'ICE, 

!IoNGKONt>, 11th Feb1·uary, 1887 . .., 

SIR,- I am directed by His E xcellency the Officer Admini&tering the 

Government to transmit to you, for the information of the Chamber of 

Commerce, the annexed copy of a letter and its enclosure from Her Britan
nic Majesty's Consul at Canton respecting the increase of the Likin on 

Opium levied by the stations outside of Hongkong.-I have, &c., 

FREDERICK STEW ART, Acting Oolonio.l Sec1·eta1-y. 

H. U. JEFFRIES, Esq., 
Acting Sec·reta?·y, HoNGKONG GENERAL CHAMBER OF CoMMERCE. 

H. B. M.'s Cons·ul, Cw,~ton, to the Acting Colonial Sec1·etm·y, Honglwng. 

(Copy.) H. B. M.'s CoNSULATE, 

No. 14. CANTOX, 9t!t .Feb1·uary, 1887. 

Sm,- I have the honour to enclor,e for the information of His Excel

lency the Acting Governor, a proclamation issued by the Viceroy and Hoppo 
with regard to the increase of the Lekin levied by the Stations outside 

Hongkong on Opium. 
His Excellency will observe that the stations are not simply preventive 

stations established to prevent smuggling out of China into Hongkong, 
but that they collect there Likin, i.e., provincial dues, (as the duties collected 

hy the Customs are Imperial Dues) on cargo leaving Hongkong with a view 

probably of being subsequently imported into China, but before it actually 
is so: in other words, that they are stations for the collection of export 
duties on Merchandise carried out of the Colony.- ! have, &c., 

CHAL. ALABASTER, Consul. 

The Hon. F. ST.EWART, LL.D. Acting Colonial S etYreta?·y. 
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Joint Proclamation by the Vice1'oy c~nc~ Superintenclent of Customs. 

(Copy.) 

Translatiou. 

With reference to the simultaneous collection of Duty and Likin on 

Foreign Opium, we received on the 15th January a telegram from the 
Tsungli Yamen stating that the Provincial Likin Offices would cease to 
collect Duty anu Likin on foreign Opium on the 3lstof January and that the 

whole business would devolve on the Foreign Customs on the 1st of F eb

ruary; that, as it would be impossible to send Customs' Officers in time to 
the six stations near Hongkong and Macao, the officers in charge of the 

· said Customs and Stations would for the time being collect Duty and Likin 
according to the new scale ofTaels 11.0 per hundred cn.tties, and the Customs 

would cany out the simultaneous collection from the 1st of April. 

Having received the above, we duly issue this joint proclamation for 

the information of Chinese and ]'oreign merchants and people. 

In future, when you import foreign Opium you will, if it passes the 

Foreign Customs, simultaneously pay Duty and Likin to the amount of Taeh 
110 on every hundred catties in accordance with the new 1·egulations, from 

the 1st of February. If it passes the native Custom-houses, you will, in 
accordance with the old regulations, continue for the time being to pay both 

Duty and Likin, and the amount will be a total of Taels 110 per hundretl 
catties. F11om the 1st of April the simultaneous collection will be carried 

-out by the Customs. 

You must make payment at once, let there not be the last delay, cloulJt 

or indecision. Such as disobey will be punished. 

.January 31st, 1887. 

A Special Proclamation. 

Translated by ALEX. HOSIE. 

Ho~GIWNG GENERAL CHA~IBER OI;' CoMMERCE, 

HoNc KONG, 14th February, 1887. 

Sm,- I have the honour to acknowledge the receipt of your letter No. 
224 of -the 11th instant, forwarding copy of a communication and its en

closure from Her Britannic Majesty's Consul at Canton respecting the in-
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crease of the Likiu on Opium levied by the stations outside of Hongkong, 
and on behalf of the Committee of the Chamber I thank you for the 

courtesy of your information.-! have, &c., 

H. U. JEFFRIES, Acting Secretary. 

The Hon. F . STEWART, LL.D., Acting Colonial Sect·etary. 

No. 865. COLONIAL SECRETARY'S OFI;'ICE, 
HoNGKONG, 15tlt Mm·ch, 1887. 

Sm,-I am directed by His Excellency the Officer Administering the 
Government to transmit to you, for the information of the Chamber of 

Commerce, the annexed copy of a letter from Her Britannic Majesty's 
Minister at Peking respecting the offer made in the concluding paragraph • 

of your letter of the 29th January last to reimburse to the Government the 
cost of the telegram sent by Sir JOHN W ALSHAJ\1 on the 2 '7th J a.nuary on 

the question of Opium Duties.-I have, &c., 

FREDERICK STEW ART, A cting Colonial Secretary. 

H. U. JEFFRIES, Esq., 
Acting Secretary, HONGKONG GENERAL CIIAliBER OF co~IMERCE. 

(Copy.) PEKING, 3rclll-£arclt, 1887. 

Sm,-I have the honour to acknowledge the receipt of Your Excel
lency's letter of January 31st last, and shall feel much obliged if you will be 
so good as to convey my best thanks to the Hongkong Chambe1· of Commerce 

for their offer to reimburse to this Legation the cost of my telegram to 

Your Excellency of the 2'7th of January, relative to the Chinese regula
tions for Opium which had been imported before the 1st ultimo and had 
paid duty; under the circumstances of the case I feel justified in charging 

the amount to public funds.-1 have, &c., 

JOHN W ALSHAM. 
His Excellency 

THE OFFICER ADMINISTERING THE GOVERNMENT OF HONGKONG. 

HoNGKONG GENERAL CHAMBER OF CoMMERCE, 

HONGKONG, 17tlt Marclt , 1887. 

DEAR Sms,-I am requested to transmit to you the annexed copy of a. 

letter from Her Britannic Majesty's Minister at Peking forwarded to the 

Chamber by the Acting Colonial Secretary, respecting the offer to reim-
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burse to the Government the cost of Sir JoHN WALSHA.M's telegram in 
reply to the Chamber's message of 25th January on the question of Opium 

Duties.-! have, &c., 
H. U. JEFFRIES, Secretary. 

Messrs. DAVID SASSOON, SoNs & Co., HoNGKONG. 

HoNGKONG GENERAL CHAMBER OF Co:miERCE, 

Ho~GKONG, 21st Llfarclt, 1887. 

Sm,-I am directed by the Committee of this Qhambet• to acknowledge, 

with thanks, the receipt of your letter No. 365 of the 15th instant, covet·
ing copy of a letter from Her Britannic Majesty's Minister at Peking 

·' which states there will be no charge for cost of the telegram despatched by 
His Ex:cellency on the 27th January relative to the question of Opium 

Duties, and the concerned have been duly advised to that effect.-! have, 

&c., 
H. U. JEFFRIES, Sec,·eta7'1J· 

The Hon. F. STEWART, LL.D., Acti1lg Colonial Sec1·etm·y. 

35, QuEEN's RoAn, 

HONGKONG, 281·d 1J1m·ch, 1887. 

DEAR SrR,-We are asked by Messrs. DAviD S.A.ssooN, SoNs & Co. to 
forward to you the enclosed letter, dated to-day, from themselves to you 

on the subject of the proposed Opium bill. 
The Petition the1·ein referred to shall follow,_:_Yours, &c., 

WOTTON & DEACON. 

H. U. JEFFRIES, Esq. 

HoNGKONG, .?81·d Ma1·ch, 1887. 

Re TuE 0PIU~I BILL. 

Sm, 

1.-0n behalf of ourselves and the other wholesale Opium Merchants 

of this Colony we beg leave to bring this matter before you for the in

fot·mat.ion of the Chamber of Commerce. 
2.-0n Friday, the 18th instant, this Bill, which is entitled" An Ordi

nance for the better regulation of the trade in Opium," was brought into 
the Legislative Council and read a first time, and in the orc1inary course 

would, we believe, be read a second time on Friday next, the 25th instant. 
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This Bill was prepared in accordance with the arrangement arrived at 

between the Honourable JAMES RusSELL, Sir RoBERT HART and SHAo 
T..1.o TAI, Joint Commissioners for China, and Mr. BYRON BRENAN, Her 

:Majesty's Consul at Tientsin, a.nd was made in pursuance of Article 7 
Section 3 of the Agreement between Great Britain and China, signed at 
Chefoo on the 13th September, 1876, and of Section 9 of the Additional 

Article to the said At:rreement, signed at London on the 18th July, 1885. 
By the arrangement in question it will be seen that Mr. RussELL on behalf 

of the Government of the Colony, undertook to submit this Bill to the 
Legislative Council, but very properly he did not undertake that it should 

be passed into law. 
3.-Apart from the actual clauses of the Bill in question, the sole • 

object of such a proposed measure is, <tnd can only be, to check or put an 
end t.o smuggling Opium into China. We think that the Bill in question goes 
far beyond this object, and that if passed would not only inflict great injury 

upon the Importers of the drug and the wholesale and retail dealers here, 
but would inflict a blow upon the ludo-China Opium trade and the com
merce and prosperity of the Colony, possibly ending in driving the whole
sale Opium Merchants to the Treaty Ports. 

4.-In proof of this we would refer to Sections 3 and 4 wherein th~ 
possession of aQy quantity of Opium less than a single chest is prohibited, 
thus at once destroying the retail trade in the drug, and with it the prin
cipal business of the wholesale merchants. 

5.-But it may be said that an Ordinance of a similar nature exists at 
Singapore. To this we answer that the circumstances of that Colony are 
totally different to those of Hongkong. There the supply of drug im
ported and retained in the Colony is mainly if not wholly for consumption 

by the Chinese residents. Singapore has an Opium Fn1·mer as we have 
here, his monopoly extending to the whole of the drug consumed there. 
Here, over and above the extensive trade carried on by foreign vessels to 

the Treaty Ports, there is an extensive and legitimate business in the crude 

drug carried on by junks to and from the smaller towns and villages in the 
se!t board of Southern China, most of the consignments being in quantities 
less than a chest, but amounting in the aggregate to a large figure. No 

such trade exists at Singapore. 
6.-Anot!ler objectionable feature in the Bill in question is tho extl-a

ordinary and extensive po"'ers given by it t{) the Opium Farmer, whose 
legitimate connection with the subject we wholly fail to see. -That person 
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has ll.h·eady a monopoly for the manufacture and sale of prepared opium 

within the Colony. His privilege is amply protected by Ordinance No. 1 
of 1884, and save as is thereby provided he should have no control over the 

raw material. 

7.-Under the proposed Ordinance, he is ~m powered five times in each 
month not only to demand frnm every Merchant iu the Colony an account 
lUHl description in writing of his stock of Opium on hand, but also by 

himself or his servants to enter into and inspect his stock, and in this res

pect the Bill is not merely permissive, for by Section 16 he is liable to a 

penalty of ~500 if he neglects to perform these odious and vexatious duties. 
Such large and inquisitorial powers should not be conferred upon him. 

The Opium Farmer is a capitalist and a merchant. If he failed either by 

himself or his agents, taking advantage of the knowledge acquired by these 
visits of inspection, to carry out opium speculations to the set•ious detri
ment of the Met·chauts of the Colony, he would differ from any specimen 

of trader that the world has yet seen. 

8.-There are other vexatious clauses in the proposed Bill which would 
also tend to harrass the Merchants, which however we need not now refer 

to, as we think we have already brought forward sufficient objections to 

the proposed 01·dinance to satisfy the Chamber of Commerce that the Bill 
now before the Legislative Council requires careful consideration and very 

considerable modifications. For such purposes it is necessary to have the 
second 1·eading postponed and sufficient time given to the Chamber and the 

public to discuss and thrash out the whole matter. 

We enclose herewith a copy of a Petition we have presented to the 

Legislative Council on the subject, and have the honour to remain.

Yours, &c., 
DA VID SASSOON, ::iONS & Co. 

To H. U. JEFFRIES, Esq., 
Sec1·etmy of tlte HoNG KONG CHAMBER OF CmrMERCE. 

To His Excellency THE PRESIDENT, and the HoNO'CRABLE MEUUERS of the 

LEGISLATIVE CoUNCIL of HoNGKO~G. 

The humble Petition of SHELLU.I EZEKIEL SHELLIM, of the firm 
of David Sassoon, Sons & Co., JACOB SILAS MosEs, of the firm of E. 

D. SAssooN & Co., RuTTON.TEE DADABHOY TATA, of the firm of Tata 
& Co., MA.ncus DAVID EzEKIEL, of the firm of Abraham, Ezekiel & 
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Oo., MAHOMEDBHOY KHETSEY, of the firm of Tharia Topan, JAFFER

BHOY KHETSEY, of the firm of Jairazbhoy Peerbhoy & Co., and Hon
MUSJEE MEHERWANJEE 1\'lEHTA, of the firm of Framjee Hormusjee & 

Co., all of Victoria in the Colony of Hongkong, for and on behalf of 
the Opium Importers and wholesale Opium Merchants of the said 
Colony. 

SHEWETH, 
That at a recent meeting of the Opium Importers and wholesale Opium 

Merchants of this Colony, held for the purpose of considering the Bill uow 
oefore your Honourable Council entitled "An Ordimtnce for the better 

regulation of the trade in Opium" it was inte1· alict resolved that the saicl 
Bill, if passed in its present form, would prejudicially affect their trade, ., 

and that your Petitioners should be appointed a Committee to take such 
measures as they might consider advisable to bring their complaints before 
your Honourable Council. 

That while fully recognizing the necessity of carrying out the object 

aimed at by the said Bill, namely the prevention of Opium smuggling into 
China, and while sympathizing with its spirit, your Petitioners submit that 
the means by which it is proposed to effectuate such object; would inflict 

serious injury upon the Opium trade, and especially on the aforesaid 

Opium Importers and wholesale and Retail Opium Dealers, and prove a 
hlow to the general commerce and prosperity of this Colony. 

That your Petitioners believe that the ends intended to be accomplished 

by the said Bill could be attained by other and less objectionable means, 

and that. your Petitioners are prepared to co-operate with your Honourable 
Council and the Executive in attaining the desired object. 

That inasmuch as the Bill affects private interests, and wns only 

brought in and read a first time on Prida,y, the 18th instant, it is desirable 
t.o postpone the second reading thereof so as to enable the persons who are 

more immediately interested, as well a-s the general public, to acquaint 
themselves with its scope and object. 

Your Petitioners therefore humbly pray 

1.- That the second reading of the saicl Bill may be post

poued until such day as yom Honourable Council may under the 
circumstanees deem meet. 

2.--That your Petitioners mav be heard bv Counsel at the bar . . 
of your Honourable Council as to their objections to the said Bill 
in its present form. 



. · 
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3.-That the said Bill may be so amended ot· modified as to 

remove the objections of your Petitioners, or that it may be with

drawn and a fresh Bill introduced such as the necessity of the 

case requires. 

And your P etitioners will ever pray, &c. 

Hongkong, 22nd March, 1887. 

S. E. SHELLDl. 

J. S. MOSES. 

R. D. TATA. 
:\f. D. EZEKIEL. 

11. KHETSEY. 

J. KHETSEY. 

H. M. MEHT.\ . 

HoxGKONG GENERAL CnAMBER oF ColtMEnn;, 

HoNGKONG, 24t!t Marclt, 1887. 

DEAR SxRs,-I have for acknowledgment your note of yesterday's date, 

enclosing a letter from Messrs. DAvlD SassooN, SoNs & Oo., also copy of a. 
Petition from said Firm and others addressed to the TJegislative Council, 

relating to the proposed Opium Bill now under the consideration of the 

Government. 
In reply, I beg to inform you that, this matter will be submitted to the 

Committee of this Chamber, as requested.-! am, &c., 

H. U. JEFFRIES, Sem·eta1·y. 

Messrs. WoTTON & DEACON, HoNGKONG. 

T-IoNGKONG UENERAL CHAliiBER O~' CoMliiERn:, 

HoNGKONG, 29tlt Mm·ch, 1887. 

SIR,-I am direct ed by the Committee of this Chamber, to inform you 

that a Special Meeting of the Committee was beld to-clay, to consider the 

provisions of the Opium Bill now before the Legislative Council. 
The question before the meeting having been fully discussed, and various 

views expressed as to the object of the proposed measure it was unanimously 

resolved;- · 
That this Committee after listening to the arguments of those 

interested in the Opium Trade of this Colony, Lelieve that no 

Bill that limits the trade in Opium Lo whole chests will be safe 
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or satisf1tctory, and that no modifications eau render the pre

sent Bill acceptable while it contains that provision, and the 

Committee further think that if adequate time were given 

they could in concert with th~ parties interested lay before the 

Council a Bill which would afford ample protection to the 

Chinese Government and in no way injure the trade of the 

port, and they are unanimously of opinion that a further post

ponement of the debate on the second reading for at least one 

calendar month is imperatively necessary to enable the public 

to understand thoroughly the scope and objects of the pro

posed measur& and to discuss the whole question preparatory 

to submitting a new Bill free ft·om the objectionable features 

of the present one." 

The Committee beg to submit this matter for the consideration of His 

Excellency the Officer Administering the Govemment, and in view of the 

importance of the question, respectfully urge that His Excellency will give 

it his early atteution.-I have, &c., 
H. U. JEFFRIES, Se~>reta111. 

'l'he Hon. F. STEWART, L~.D., Acting Colonial Sec1·eta?·y. 

~Vo. 447. CoLONIAL SEcRETARY's OFFICE, 
HONGKONG, 1st April, 1887. 

SIR,-I have the honour, by direction of His Excellency the Acting 

Governor, to acknowledge the receipt of your letter of the 29th ultimo, and 

to state that the matter is receiving His Excellency's attention.-! have, &c., 
FREDERICK STEW ART, Acting Colonial Sec?·etm·y. 

H. U. JEFFRIES, Esq., 

Se(}l'etaMJ, HoNGKONG GENERAL CHA!I1BER OF OollntERCE. 

ScHEME PROPOSED BY 'fUE UNDERSIGNED nm ALLOWING EXPORT OF 

RAW OPIUli IN Ql.'AN'l'ITU:S LESS THAN ONE CHEST. 

1. Retail sale and export of rn.w opium in quantities less than one 

chest will be confined to persons licensed by Government at a nominal f ee, 

tbe said licensees to enter into bonds of at least $5,000 each to comply with 

certain conditions. 

(a.) That no opium unless samples not exceeding 2 taels (duly 

certified by the Importer) shall Le admitted into his premises 

or be under his control except what he obt.tins in registered 

chests. 

~ 

• 
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(b.) That he will not part with any opium until he has received a 
permit of removal from a Government Officer and receipt 
from the master of junk or other vessel by which the opium 

is to be exported which receipt may he made on the official 

removal permit, and must be retained by the licensee. 

(c.) That the said licensee will make up and endorse on every parcel 

the quantity and kind of opium, and his own name and that 
of vendee, and that be shall <tttach a certificate of sale whicb 
will not be valid for more tlian 3 days including da.y of issue. 

(cl.) That be will permit ·a search for deficiencies and deliver official 

removal permits when Government official may require, anJ 
be liable to penalty and forfeiture of licence in case of defi

ciency. 

2. That with a view to prevent the said opiums being in any W<ty 

re-landed and re-imported to the detriment of the Prepu,red Opium Farm 
the Government Official cba1·ged with the duty of granting permits 

of t•emoval, shall a.t once wire to the officer in charge of I. M. Customs 
at Kowloon, the quantity, quality, marks and numbers of the opium sbip
l)ed by each vessel with name of vessel and number if any, and the 11ame 

of the vendor of the 011ium and the Customs Officer will report all short. 

arrivals. 

3. Government official may in his absolute discretion refuse permit for 

shipment by any vessel. 

4. Masters of vessels not clearing for a port of China and having 

opium on bo:~rd will have it placed on their manifests and undertake that 

it shall not be re-landed. 

The CommitLee of Chamber of Commerce and dealers in Opium Im

port and Export recommend this scheme as one which will be satisfactory 
to them, and will at the same time protect the Opium Farm and meet other 

objects which H. M.'s Government have in view. 

C. P . CRATER. 

JOHN J. FRANCIS, 

of Counsel fo r C!tinese Dealers. 

Approved by ··· WM. H. BRERETON, 

of Counsel for tlte Impo1·ting and Wholesale 
Opium J.lferclwnts. 
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I am directed to signify, on behalf of the Committee of the Hong

kong General Chamber of Commerce that, as the dealers in Opium have 

expressed themselves willing to accept the conditions herein, the Committee 
have no objections to offer. 

H. U. JEF.FRIES, 
Sec,·etm·!J to tile Clwmbe1·. 

Hongkong, 4th April, 1887. 

No. 790. COLO~IAL SECRETARY'S 01-'UCE, 

HoNGROXG, 21st llfa!J, 1887. 

Sm,-With reference to the proposals in connection with the Opium 

Bill now before the Legislative Council, forwarded by you on the 4th ulti- • 

mo, I am directecl by His Excellency the Officer Administering the Govern
ment to acquaint you, for the information of the Chamber of Commerce, 
that a telegram has been received from the Secretary of State for the Co

lonies approving of the same; and that the amended Bill will be brought 
before the Legislative Council on Monday the 23rd instant at 4 p.m. In 
the meantime, I am to transmit to you some printed copies of the Bill, for 

the consideration of the Chamber.-! have, &c., 

FHEDERICK STEW ART, Actin_q Colonial Sccretmy. 

H. F. JEI·'FRIE,:, Esq., Secretm·!f, 

IJoxGIW:'\G GENERAL CnumEn OF Co;~niERc:E. 

IIoNGK<,~w G E XEIUL CH.urmm or> CmiMEitCE, 

liO NG KONG, 21st ll.fay , 1887. 

DEAR Sms,-I am directed to inform you that this Chamber has been 
ttdvised to-day that, the proposals in connection with the Opium Bill now 

before the Legislative Council, submitteJ. by the Chamber on the 4th ultimo, 
lHl>O been approved by the Secretary of State for the Colonies and that the 
amended Bill will be brought before the Legislative Council, on Monday, 
the 23rd instant, at 4 p.m. 

I am also instructed to transmit to you some printecl copies of the Bill 
(4) for your consideration.- ! remain, &c., 

Messrs. D.n 'JD 1".1.::;soox, Soxs & Co., 

, E. D. :-;A s sooN & Co., 
HONGKOXr;. 

H. l ' .• TEFFHI1~ 8, /3ec,·etmy. 
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Ho~GKO~G GENERAL Cn.nmER oF Co::mi&uc•~, 

HoNGKOXG, 25th May, 1887. 

Sm,-1 have the honou1· to own t•eceipt of your letter No. 790, of 21st 

instant, stating that the Secretary of St<~te for the Colonies had approved 

the proposals, submitted by the Chamber, iu connection with the Opium 

Bill now before the Legislative Council, and I am directed to t eude1· yon 

the thanks of the Committee for your courtesy in forwarding, for their in

fornmtiou, copies of the Amended Bill.- I have, &c., 

H. U. JEFFRIES, Sec1·etary. 

The Hon. F . STEWART, LL.D., Acting Colonial Secretary. 

CLn~tL·uction. 

Int erpl'Ctl\· 
ti.on. 

fu,pc,rt of 
Opi um I ('""" 
tlutl\ <..no ch., ,.t. 
pa'<•hibit rd. 

@ \V. G. CAMERON. 

No. 22 o~' 1887. 

An Ordinance enacted by the Governor of Hong
kong, with the advice of the Legislative Council 
thereof, for the better regulating of the trade 
in Opium. 

[27th May, 1887.] 

W HEREAS it is expedient to regulate and control 
the movement of Raw Opium within the Colony 

and the waters thereof : Be it enacted by the Governor of 
Hongkong, wi th the advice of the L egislative Council
thereof, as follows :-

1. This Ord innuce aml the Opium Ordinance of 1884, 
hereinafter called the principal Ordinance, shall be constrnell · 
together as one Ordinance to be called Til e Opium Ordi
nances 1884 and 1887. 

2. Opium in this Ordinance mean~ raw, crude, or nu
preparell Opium. 

Chest of Opium menus the package, with the opium 
therein, !';ll<:h a8 is wmnlly imported hy merchants 
in the Colony. 

S!tip in this Ordinance and iu the principal Ordinance 
shall he construed so as to include any stenm
ve~~el, jnuk, Loat, Hampnn, or any kind of craft 
n"ed for convey:mce of persons or thing~ by wnter. 

3. No person shall brin~ into the Colony or the waters 
chereof, ot· receh·e therein Opium iu quantities less thau 
oue chest i"O brought into the Colony or it:; waters. 
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4. It shall he lawful for the Colonial Treasurer on snch 
terms ami conditions as may be approved hy the Governor 
in Council, to grant licences for the sale of Opium intended 
for export in qnantit.ies less t.lmu one chest, mul no person 
except the holders of such licences shall he permitted to 
sell or barter within the Colony or its waters Opium in 
quantities less than one chest. The purchase, sale or 
barter of quantities less than one hall of Bengal Opin~ or 
three catties of Malwa, Persian, or Tmki~h Opinm is hereby 
forbi•lden. 

5. It shall be the duty of holders of licences to attach 
to all parcels of Opium sold by them in quantities less than 
one chest, a certificate in the following form:-

Date, 188 . 

No. 

Sold this day to 

balls Bengal, ~attics )lahm or 

to be exported by him to 

per ship . 

This certificate shall not be valid n.fter noon of the 
Chop. 

6. No person except the Opium Fanner or the licensed 
retail dealers shall have in his pos~ession or muler his 
custody or cont rol Opium in quantities less than one chest 
without a cer tificate of purchase from n Licensee except be 
can show to the ~atisfnction of a Magistrate:-

(a.) That the said Opium is covered bv a cetiificatc 
of one of the Licensees. · 

(b.) That he h as received it nudcr an official export 
permit. Provided always that it shall be in the 
absolut-e discretion of the officer char"'ed with 
0 • 0 t:"o 
ISsmng export permits to grant or whithold the 
same, and that thi ti section shall not apply to 
samples not exceeding two taels covered by a 
certificate of the importe r. 

7. It sh~ll be the duty of the Licensees to keep n Regis ter 
of the particulars of purchase und sale in such form as the 
Govemor may from time to time order. 

8. Any person offending against the provisions of sections 
8, 4 and 6 shall, on conviction before a Magistrate, he liahle 
t.o. a fine not exceeding one thousand dollars aiHl the for
fe~ture of the Opium or in default imprisonment with or 
wcthouthat:d labour for a period not exceeding three months, 
or tl~e Mngtstrate may order a period of imprisonment with 
o: Without hard la?onr. in lieu of a portion of the fine, pro
vtded the whole Impnsonment do not exceed six mouths ; 

SI\ le of o,,inm 
in quR.ntiti t>-. 
~~~s thnn oJw. 
chf'st . 

Sllle ctrt iJl. ... 
cnt\:~ gr!lu.te(l 
by liC\'lW!I"~. 

W)HI.t l lt'I'IWI L:S 
tna)' baTe
OplUm ln 
ilunntltl~.
l~e:~ thr.u Ollf' 

c}l(!"t· 

Ut!gi11t er tn 
be kept hy 
Uct'U~ee.<l; . 

• 
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a nd notwit\u;tanding the penalty for the breach of comii
tions to which licensees are subject, it shall be lawful for a 
Ma(J'istrate to impose on a Licensee a penalty not exceeding 
five

0 
hnndreLl dollars for a breach of any such conditions in 

ca~e it may not he deemed ad vi,.:ablc to proceed for tlie full 
penalty under the licensee's bond. 

9. Every person import ing into the Colony any Opium 
shall forthwith report the same to an Officer to be appointed 
by the Governor to Le named the Snperitttendent of Imports 
and Exports, hereinafter called the Superintendent, giving 
the number of chests, and shall, before landing such Opium 
or any part thereof, ;;end or cause to be sent to such 
~uperintcndcnt a requisition in the form of Shetlule A 
giving the pm·ticnlars therein required, whereupon the 
Superintendent shall fmnish a permit in the form of 
Schedule B authorising the Opium to be landed and stored, 
and such permit shall be exhibited to the Opium Farmer or 
his Agent and shall be s igned by him or hi:; Agent and 
shall not be used or acted upon until it is ,;o signed. 

10. Every person moving Opium for exportation in 
chests shall, before doing so, ~enti to the Superintendent a 
requisition in f01m of Schedule C furnishing the particulars 
therein required, whereupon the Superintendent shall grant 
an export permit in the form of Schedule D authorising the 
said Opium to be exported. The owner or shipper shall 
cause such permit to be exhibited to the Opium Farmer or 
his Agent, and such permit shall be signed by him or his 
Agent, and shall not be used or acted upon until it is so 
signed. 

11. Every person mm·ing a nhest or chests of Opium 
from one place to another within the Colony or transhipping 
such ehest or chests within the waters thereof shall before 
doing so, fnrnish to the Superintendent a requi~;ition pro
perly filled up in the form of Schedule E, whereupon the 
Superintendent shall furnish a permit in the fmm of 
Schedule Ji' authorising the transhipment or removal of 
the said Opium, whieh permit shall be exhibited to the 
Opium Farmer or his Agent, nml shall be s ig ned by .hiJ? 
or his agent, and shall not be n~ctl or acted upon until 1t 
hus hceu so s igned. 

12. In the event of the arrival nt or departure from the 
Colony of any steamer carrying Opium when the Sl~per?n
tcndent's Office is closed or may be closed before apphcatwn 
for n permit can be made, it shall be lawful for the Agent of 
snt'h :<teamer to land or ship any Opium without a permit, 
and to deliver any Opium so landed to the owner or con
si.,nces thereof, or to keep the same in his own custody, bnt 
t<d' soon thereafter as the Superintendent's Office is openetl 
the ~aid Agent shall apply for the necessary permit, amt 
furni>•h the particulars reqlti~ite. 
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13. Any person offending against or not complying with 
any of the provisions of seetions 9 , 10, 11, 12 shall be liable 
on conviction to a penalty not exceeding fh·e hundred 
dollars, and any Opium imported or exported or stored or 
moved or attempted to be imported or exported or stored 
or moved contrary to tht') provisions of the fore"'Oitw sec-
tions shall be seized and may be forfeited. 

0 0 

14: Every importer of Opium shall keep a Register 
~uewing t he nnmber of chests imported by him aml how 
and to whom it was disposed of. Marks rmd GoYernment 
numbers in the case of the Bcngaidrug shall he given, and such 
other m.arks ?r numbers in the ~ase of other ~orts of Opium 
a~ f.he Supen utendeut may reqmre to be placed npon it. 

E~ery o!fence for non-c?mpliauee with the requirements 
of th1s sectwn shall be ptuushable with a fine not exceeding 
fi ''e hmidred dollars. 

15. No junk or other Chinese craft, whe ther licensed or 
not, shall leave her anchorage, unless the safety of the 
vessel (through stress of weather) shall render in necessary 
between the hours of 6 r .11r. and 6 A.~r. from October t~ 
March inclusive, nor between the hours of 7 P.::lr. and 5 A.lll. 

from. ~pril to Septcmb~r inclusive, under a penalty, on 
conv1ctwn before two Stipendiary Magistrates, not exceed
ing five hundred dollars, or the forfeiture of junk and cargo. 

Special. Permits or Night Clearances hitherto grantable 
under Ordmance 8 of 1879, section 38, sub-sect ions 8 and 9 
shall be no longer allowed, except in the case of Hongkong 
specially lieeused fishing boats. 

16. On the coming into operation of this Ordinance 
e ,·ery ~erson _ha.viug in his possession, custody, or controi 
any Opm~ w1thm the Colony or its waters shall furnish to 
the Rupermtendent an account of all such Opium, and in 
case of chests t he numbers and marks on such ches ts 
and the ~uperin tendent or his deputy shall Le nt libcrt; 
at any tune, and as often as he shall think fit to demand 
in w11it_ing from every person having any 01;ium in his 
possesst_on, custody, er COI.Itrol, an account in writing of 
tl~e Opmm so held at t.he ttme of such demantl, and iu case 
of chests the . marks and numbers, and the said Superin
tendent or lus . deputy shall be nt liberty at any time, to 
enter the premises where such Opium is, atu! to inspect 
t~e same, and auy person refusing to give such account, or 
'~lt~out reasonable .cause shewn to permit. such entry, or 
g~v1~1g a f1tlse or mcorrect account shall be liable, on cou
~lCttou? ~o a penalty not exceeding five hundred dollars, 
tn nddtt;on to any other penalt_r which mny be recoveraLle 
under the terms and conditions of section 1 of this Ordinance. 

_17. ~ any Opi.um is found, on search ::mtltoriscd under 
~~~~ Otdmanc~, to h~ve been imported contrary to the pro

lSlons of this Onhnance, or to be missing from the place 
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in which it was stored on importation, or from the place 
where, according to the permit~, it ought to be found stored, 
the person in whose posse~sion such Opium so imported 
mnv be found, or in whose name such Opium so missing 
sh~ll have been so stored, shall be liable, on conviction, to 
a penalty not exceediug five htindred dollars for every 
chest of Opium which shall be found to have been so im
ported, or to he so missing. 

18. If the Opium Farmer shall neglect or refuse, or shttll 
without sufficient cause unreasonably delay to do any of the 
acts or things herein before. provided and required to he 
done by him, he shall be liable to a peualty for each such 
offence not exceeding five hundred dollars. 

19. Every person who shall under the provisions of this 
Ordinance make any applicatiou, or supply any particular~. 
Return, or Account, or other written Statement required 
by this Ordinance to be made or supplied, shall sign the 
same himself, unless he be absent from the Colony or 
unable, from sickness, to attend to business, in which 
case the same may be signed by his Agent for him ; and 
if any such application, particular~, Return, Account, or 
other Statement shall be false or inconect, either in whole 
or in part, to the knowledge of the person so making or 
supplying the same, whether the same be signed by himself 
or by his Agent, such person shall, in every case not 
otherwise provided for by this Ordinance, be liable on 
conviction to a penalty not exceeding one thousand 
dollars for the first offence, and two thousand for every 
subsequent offence : and such Agent shall also and in 
like mauner if offending be liable to penalties of the like 
a-mount. 

20. Any Justice of the Peace may, by his waJTaut 
directed to any Police Officer, not under the rank of a Ser
geant, empower him by day or by night to enter and search 
any dwelling house, shop, or other building or place, or any 
ship not being a man-of-war or ship having such status, 
lying or being within the waters of the Colony, in any 
case in which it shall appear to such J nstice of the Peace, 
upon the oath of any person, that there is good and sufficient. 
cause to believe tlmt in any such dwelling house, shop, or 
other building or place, or on board any such ship is con
cealed or deposited any Opium subject to forfeiture under 
this Ordinance, or as to which an offence has been com
mitted against any of the provisions of this Ordinance, and 
to take possession of any sneh Opium fonnd to be concealed, 
or deposited therein, and of the ship in which the same mn.y 
be found, and to arrest nml take any person, or per~;ons 
being in such dwelling house, shop, or other building, or 
place, or on board any such ship, in whol:ie possession, 
custody, or control any such Opium may be found, or 
whom the said Officer may have goo1l and sufficient reason 
to suspect to have concealed or deposited therein or there-
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. abonts any such Opium, and any Officer to whom such 
warrant shall he directed may, in ca~e of obstruction or 
re:;istance, break open any ontcr or inner doors of such 
dwell_ing house, shoJ?• or other building, or place, and enter 
therem.to, aucl forcrbly enter such ship, and every part 
thereof, ami remove by force any obstruction to such enttT 
~earch, seizure, and r~moval as aforesaid, and may detal~ 
every person found m such ~llace until the said place shall 
hanl been searched, and all rnformations to be laid and all 
warrants to be issued, an1l all arrests and Reizures to be 
made under this Ordinance, may be had or done on a ~1111• 
day as well as on any other day. 

2~. Excise Officers dnly appqinted under the principal 
Ordtnance shall be deemed ta be Excise Officers for the 
purpose~ of this O~dit~~~~ce, aJ?-d shall have the like powers, 
1ln_ttes, n~ht:; and liabthtie:; wtth _reference to Opium under 
tins Ordmance as they have wtth reference to prepared 
Opium under the principal Ordinance. 

22. It shall be lawful for any Police or Excise Officer 
to arrest without warmnt any person within the Colony 
whom he reasonably ::m~pects to be conveyin<>" or to have 
concealed on his person any Opium in contrave~tion of the 
requirements of rhiR Ordinance and to take him before a 
Mu.gistrate to be dealt with according to law. 

2~. It shall be ~awful for auy Inspector of Police or au 
ExCJse Officer, havmg reasonable <>"round for believinrr that 
~here is Opin~n iu any ship :vi thin "'the waters of the Colony 
m .contrave~1t10n of .the provtsions of this Ordinance (such 
sh1p not bemg a shtp of war ot· vessel havitw such status) to 
proceed ~vithout wa:t·ant on board such shiJ~, ami search for 
such Opmm, and se1ze any so found, and it shall be lawful 
fo!· such Inspcc!or to take the Opium so found, toge ther 
wtth the person lll whose custody, pos~ession or control it is 
found, before a ~Iagistmte, to be dealt with according to law. 

24. This. Ordill!mce s~all come into operation 011 a day 
to be proclmmed by the Governor. 

Passed the Le<>"i~lnth·c Council of Hongkoug, thi:; 27th 
1lny of May, IR8{ 

AuATHoox SETH, 

f.'ln·k of li11111cil. 

As;;ented to by His Excellency the Officer At! ministering 
tht• Govcmment•, the 27th da\' of 1fav 1 uu .. • J, UOj. 

F RE I>BHWK i-iTEWAUT, 

Acti11g Cfllonial &rretm•y. 
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SCHEDULE8. 

(A.) 
Bill of Pm·ticulal·~. 

To the Superintendent of I mport~ :<nd Exports, 
Hongkong, 

Sir, . 
Please issue a permit to land f•·om the 'd11ch 

arrived on chests of Opinm, numbered and 
marked as below. 

To be landed on at wharf 
and stored at (godown or shop or house), ---, 

Impo1't('1'. 

Date, 18 

(B .) 
P1'1"mit.to Land. 

is authorised 
to land from the 
numbers and marks as noted below and 
same in the (godown, shop or house) of 

chests of Opium with 
is authorised to store the 

at --- , 
Superintendent. 

Date .. 18 

(C.) 
Ap]Jlication to E.rpm·t. 

To the :-luperintcndent of Imports and Exports. 
Sir, 

Please issue :< permit to cxpot·t by 
chests of Opium, munbe1·ed and marked as 

below, on the day of 18 , 
to destin::~tion the said Opium havin g been 
purchased by me from in whose (godown, house 
o)' shop) it is now stored (or the s11,me heing now stored in my 
godown, shop or house) at 
or sold by me to who is desiron~ of exporting it. 

Date, 18 

(D.) 
Pe1•mit to E:rport. 

is authorised to export by 
to chests of 

Opium, mru:kcd and numbered nR b~iow, on the 
having been purchased by the Exporter from 
and now stored in 
situated at 
and sold to 
who is required to export in terms of this permit. 

s 
~ Date, 18 

' S>tJJC1'intcndcnt. 
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(E.) 

Application to 1Wnot't'. 

To the Snpcrintendent of Imports and Export~. 
Sir, 

Please iss11e :< permit for the removal of 
Opium, numbered and marked as below, from 
from the custody and in the possc,sion of G. H. 
possession of J.K. 

Time of removal. 

chests of (Malwa) 
and 

to the custody or 

Orv7U'1' of Sltipper o1· 
Pu1'clta8e1'. 

Date, IS 

(F .) 

Rt.·mot·al Pl'1'mit. 

A. B. is autho1ised to move 
marked and numbered as below, from 

chests of (llenat·es) Opium , 

and fro1n the custody or possession of G.H. to the custody or posses· 

s rj " ·a 
" 0 
~ "' ~ 

~ 

"' .~ 
0 

, si on of J. K. 
2 
~ 

A 
Hongkong, 

0 
0 

"" 
---, 

Srtp1!1'intendent. 

18 

B. 
HoNGKONG GENERAL CHA~IBER OJ<' CmLUERCE, 

HoNGI{QNG, i24tlt Mm·c!t, 1887. 

Sm,- I have the honour to inform you that, at a Special Meeting of 
the Committee of this Chaml)er, held yesterday, the Ordi.nances now before 
the Legislative Council which were published in the Gazette of the 12th 

instant, relating to the Status of the French and German Mail Steamers 

within the Ports of the Colony of Hongkong, were fully discussed, and the 

following resolution was passed:-
Resolved-" That in the opinion of this Committee the pmctice of 

giving the status of Ships of War to subsidised mercantile 
vessels of Foreign Governments is bad and should at once be 

abolished. That if it be desirable to give special exemptions 
in favour of Foreign lines of steamers touching at this Port 
for the conveyance of criminals or other passengers of their 

respective nationalities, this can Le accomplished in some 

ot !.er manner than by the system nmv in force." 
The attention· of the Committee was also called to the great incon

venience and annoyance causecl to the mercantile community, 1trising from 
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the regulations recently put in force by the Post Office Dt>partment direct

ing that all correspondence which, through inadvertence, may not have 
been stamped, shall be returned to the senders, !tnd it was unanimously. _ 

Resolved-" That in the opinion of this Committee the Postal regula
tions which permit the authorities of this Colony to return to 
the senders letters that may be unstamped, is a gt·eat hard
ship upon the community in Hongkong, China and Japan, 
and should be rescinded. The Committee would suggest as 

an alternative that letters posted unpaid should be charged 

double the usual rate of postage on delivery." 
The Committee venture to submit, for the favourable consideration of 

H is Excellency the Officer Administering the Govemmeut, the foregoing 
resolutions, and to request that he may be pleasecl to give them his early 

atteutiou.-I have, &c., 

H. U. JEFFRIES, Secretm·y. 

The !ton. I!'. STEWART, LL.D., Acting Colonial Secretary. 

No. 612. CoLONIAL SECRETARY's OFFICE, 

HONGKONG, 80tlt April, 1887. 

SIR,-With reference to your letter of the 24th ultimo, I am directed 

by His Excellency the Officer Administering the Government to acquaint 
vou for the information of the Chamber of Commerce, that copies of the . ' 
R esolutions of the Chamber regarding the Ordinances respecting the status 
of the French and German Mail Steamers have been forwarded for the 

t:unsitleration of the Secretary of State for the Colonies. 
As regards the Resolution respecting the return of unstamped corres

pondence, I am directed to state that the notice referred to by you, has 
heeu amended, in the form annexed, and that it will be published in to

night's Gazette. In connection with this latter question, I am to transmit 
to you the annexed copy of a letter from the Postmaster General, and to 
state that the reason fot· its not being forwarded to you sooner was that it 

was considered that the question was settled. The Postmaster General, 

however, now desires that the letter may be recorded by the Chamber.-! 

lmve, &c., 

FREDERJCK STEWART, Actin,q Colonial Secretary. 

H. l'. JEFFRIES, Esq., 
Secretary, HoNGKONG GENEUAT. CHAMlH:It OF CoMl\IERCE. 
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GOVERN11ENT NOTIFICATION.-No. 173. 

The following P ost Office Notice is published for general information. 

By Command, 

FHEDERICK STEW ART, Acting Colonial Secretar.IJ. 

Colonial Secretary':i Office, Hongkong, 30th April, 1887. 

POST OFFICE NOTICE. 

The notice of January 20th as to the non-delivet·y of nnpaid local cor
respondence is cancelled. 

On and after the 1st May deficient postage on local correspondence 

will be dottbled. 
ALFRED LI~:iTER, Postmastf'1' Geneml. 

General Post Office, Hongkong, 29th April, 1887. 

(Copy.) 

Xo.J8. 

The Postrnaste1• Gene1·al to Hon. Acting Colonial 8ecreia'I'!J. 

GENERAL PosT OFFICE, 

HoxGKOXG, 2Gtlt lllarcll, 1887. 

SIR,-His Excellency the Officer Administering the Government 
having expressed his intention of refening to this Department the letter of 

the Chamber of Commerce dn.ted the 24th instant, on the subject of the 

prepayment of Coast correspondence, I anticipate the arrival of the papers, 
which are, it is believed, with the Acting Attorney General on another 
question, to make the following remarks, which I venture to request may 

he submitted to the Chamber. 
2. The resolution of the Chamber as published in the daily paper:>, is 

as follows:-
" 'rhat in the opinion of this Committee the postal regulations 

which permit the authorities of this Colony to retum to the 

senders letters that may be unstamped are a great hardsbi]:> 

upon the community in Hongkong, China, and Japan, and 
should be rescinded. The Committee would suggest as an 
alternative that letters posted unpaid should be charged double 

the usual rate of postage on delivery." 
3. The cort·rHponclence laid on the table at the Legislati"e Council 

yesterday, a col'Y of which is enclosed, and the remarks Your Excellency 

was good enough to allow to Le made on the subject, will, it is hoped, have 
deared up this subject to a considerable extent. 
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4. Before going further, an endeavour may lJe made to simplify matters 

by correcting two errors, into one of which the Chamber of Commerce ha,s 

fallen, whilst it probably shares in the other with a la~·ge part of the public 

here:-
(i.) The rule as to prepayment has not been applied to correspon

dence from Japan. 

(ii.) It has never been the custom here to double local postage. 

International postage is doubled when collected from the 

addressee of the correspondence, but on local matter only the 

sum deficient has hitherto been collected. 

5. The suggestion of the Chamber as to the collection of doubie postage 

Joes not meet the case. There are a large number of people at the Coalilt 

Ports, chiefly persons in subordinate positions, who very much prefer that 

theit· postage should be charged to :~ . mercantile house in Hongkong than 
that. they should pay it themselves. They would regard the trebling or 

quadrupling of the postage with complete indifference. 

6. Besides the delay caused by the transit through the Post Office of 

masses of unpaid correspondence, an unpaid letter is exposed to theft by 

the Chinese employes of this Office for the sake of collecting the unpaid 

postage and not accounting for it. Such letters have to be watched as if 

they were money or valuables. A Chinese postman steals an unpaid letter, 

in the hope that it may not be for a boxholder. If, on examining it at his 

leisure, he fiuds that it is, so that he cannot obtain the postage, he destroys 

it. To pnt it again into circulation would l('n.d to enquiry and be dangerous. 
The more the sum to be collected is increaseu, the greater this risk becomes. 

7. Prepayment of letter s has long been the rule of the civilized world. 

An unpaid letter is a thing fifty years behind its time. 

8. Nowhere else than in China, it may be supposed, would persons 

throw letters on b01u·d a steamer without any sort of precaution, ancl imn.

gine that they would arrive at destination. In some cases not content with 

doing this where only a single voyage is involved, seullers seem to think 

that an unpaid letter, flung on board the first steamer that is going, is to be 

looked aftct· through two or three transhipments, and to arrive safely at its 

atlaress, though that may be -at a Port where there is no Post Office to col

lect. the amount due. 

9. 'The London Post Office will not deliver in London a letter which is 

incompletely addressed, although the addressee may be perfectly well known. 
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A letter despatched from here with only the n.ddress 

JYiessrs. BARING BROTHERs, 

LONDON, 

would come bctck by return mail m<~rked lnsl~tficiently addTessed. It is to be 

supposed thn.t the Officers of the London Post Office do not know where 

BARING BRO'l'HERS are to be found ? Certainly they know, but, not con

sidering the Department called upon to keerJ a brae staff doino· nothino· 
b 0 ~ 

hut look up names in the Directory they consider the enforcement of the 

rule of complete addresse~ of more importance than the delivery of that 

]Jarticular letter, and they send it back 10,000 miles to China. 

10. As has been elsewhere stated, however, the difficulty is practically 

at an end, and, so long as the rnle of prepayment is generally observed, 

this Department will be able to make (in fact has made) arrangements for 

the delivery of chance !otters which, by accident or inadvertence, may be 

despatched without stamps. 'rhis Department cannot recommend, however, 

1lhat anyone should be allowed to resume the practice of habitually for
warding unpaid correspondence. 

11. It may be objected that loose letters on board a steamer, if stamped, 

are apt to be stolen for the sake of the stamps. This objection may be met 

by stating that there is no objection to the cancellation of such ::;tamps by 

the sender so long as their generally clean appearance is preserved.-I have, 

&c., 
A. LIS'rER, Postmaster Geneml. 

CuAJIBEH oF ColDH:RCE, 

SINGAPORE, 6tlt Moy, 1887. 

DEAR SIR,-I observe from the Hongkong newspapers that your 

Chamber is stated to have in contemplation the making a communication 

to the Chambers of neighbouring British Colonie;:, on the question of 

granting to French and German subsidised l\hil steamers the status and 

privileges of Men-of-war at British Colonial Ports. Shonld such be the 

case, I beg leave to point out to you that the present would he a fitting 

time to do so, as fa.r as regards this Colony, because a Bill to confer these 

advantages on German Mail steamers is now before the Legislative 
Council.-! a.m, &c., 

_ALEX. GENTLE, Secretary. 

1'1te Secretm'!J, GENERAL CH.urBim OF Co)IMERc£, HoNGKONG. 
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Ho:-:GIW:-<G G ENEHAL CHA)!BER OF C<nomn<:I·:, 

1-JON<iKONt:, 20th )Jn.y, 1887. 

Sm,-By the desire of the Committee of this Chamber, I 1un requestt:u 

to bring to your notice certain concessions which are granted, by the G•.>

vernment of this Colony, in favour of some Foreign Mercantile lil!es of 
Mail steamm·s which are highly subsidised by their respective Govermneuts. 

To make the matter clear it is perhaps necessary t.o seek the origin of 

these concessions. In virtue of a Postal Convention made with France on 

26th September, 1856, the French Mail steamers of the Messageries Mari
times which commenced running to China in 1862, arc entitled to the 

" Status of Ships of War" in this Colony, a,ml, it is believed, in all British 

Colonies and dependencies throughout the worlcl where they may touch. 
This " Status" confers upon the vessel certain privileges, amongst which 

a1·e the following:-
(a.) Freedom from search in British Ports, unless sanctioned by the 

resident representative of the Government to which the vessel 

belongs. 
(b.) Non-liability for arrest in a British Port at the instance of any 

civil suit that may be brought against the vessel. 
(c.) Non-application of the habeas co?pt~s in the case of any passengers 

they may cany. 
When the French Mail Company commenced 1·unning in these waters, 

they possessed no special local legislation in their favour, it was not until 
the year 1880 that an Ordinance was passed, copy of which is appended, 

granting their vessels the "Status of Men-of-war." The privileges above 
noted were taken advantage of by the French )fail Company, leading on 
one occasion to a conflict with the local authorities that threatened con 

siderable unpleasantness. However, on remonstrances being made by the 
Imperial Government the irregularities referred to have not been repeated, 

guarantees, it is said, having been given covering similar future cases. 
This Ordinance continued to be passed annually t.ill last year, when the 
German Mail1ine, a mercantile undertaking also highly subsidised by its 

Government, sought for, and obtained, the same concessions hitherto con
ferred upon the French Mail steamers. The German Government, it is 

understood, has no Postal Convention with Great Britain, similar to the 

French Convention of 1856, but it has sought to obtain the 1wivileges of 

"Men-of-war Status" under the Treaty of Paris of (1881) which regulates 
Postal matters between the various nations of the world, and has been the 
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means of establishing what is commonly known as the Postal Union, the 

l'ltles of which are revised eve1·y five years. This treaty does not con<:ede 
the "Men-of-war Status" to any nation ; it is only in virtue of the special 
Convention of 1856, above referred to, that France is thus favoured. On 

the starting of the German Mail line to China certain armn"'ements were 

entered into by the Home Government, by which; it is beli:ved, the Ger
man line were given the s~me privileges that had been previously granted 
to the French Company only, and the Local Government of this Oolonv 
were instructed to frame an Ordinance giving the German Company simil;r 

C01Jcessious. The Bill was passed for OlHl year, and on its expiry on the 
1st September last; the Government proposed to renew the Ordinance to 

both Companies so long as the Postal Convention entered into under the 

Treaty of 1881 between England and other Nations, applied to this Colony. 
The Committee of this Chamber thereupon, after fully discussing the 
ll)atter, passed the following resolution :-

"That in the opinion of this Committee, the practice of ,.ivin"' 
the Status of Ships of War t.o subsidised mercantile vessels of F~rei,.: 
Governments is bad, and should at once be abolished. That if it ~e 
desirable to give special exemptions in favour of foreign lines of 
steamers touching at this Por~, for the conveyance of criminals or 
other passengers of their respective nationalities, this can be accom

plished in some other manner than by the system now in force." 
This resolution was transmitted to the Local Government. A debate en

sued on the Ordinance being submitted when the views of the Chamber 
were strongly enunciated. It was apparent the Local Gover~ment were 

powerless to refuse to pass an Ordinance that was giving effect to an 
arrangement already settled by the Imperial Government. The Bill was 

passed for a term of one year only, expiring on the 1st September, 1888. 
In the course of the discussion it was determined to invoke the aid of the 

V!ni~u~ British Dependencies throughout the world, to which alien steamers 
Kub!ndtsed by Forei()'n Govet·tlm t t · d d t · · . o en s m e , o umte m a strong represen-
tatiOn to tbe Imperial Government to abolish all preferentialle<rislation 
favourin"' such ves el Th C' · · " o s s. e ·ommtttee of th1s Chamber are unaware of 
the r 1 t'h · egu a tons t at may bmd your community in these matters but 
should · h · ' . you VIew t e case 111 the same light as this Chamber, we hope that 
you Will aid us in efl'ecting a change iu the Law, and even should your 
regulations be dissimilar to ours, your support will greatly help us in the 

furtherance of the objects to be attained. It is admitted that alien Gov-
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ernmt>nts should have jm·iscliction over their own criminals passing 

throuah British waters when conveved in ships of their respective nation-
o • 

alities, but- beyoncl this no further concessions should be given. In the 
case of the German Mail steamers, it is suggested that the concessions 

regarding criminals is the only privilege sought for, in which case a short. 
Bill to that effect can relt3ily attain this special object. If, on the other 
hand, it is alleged tha.t no other privileges are really accorded, under the 

present Ordinance, than the immunity of aliens f1·om being called upon to 
produce their criminals in British Colonies, the Chamber urge that legis

lation should be definitely confined to that object and no other. But they 
believe that, apart from the real auvantages conferred by the ample Ordi

nance now in force, a prestige is given to aliens over British shipiling, 
which, in these days of strong competition a.nd bounty-fed trade, should 
not exist, particularly when granted by a country that vaunts its free trade 

policy to the world. The concession of lesset· advantages, (similar to thos.e 
given by us to Foreigners,) to British Mail steamers that may trade to the 
Ports of the Colonial possessions of Foreign countries, is not an induce

ment that should influence us to give more than we receive. The fact that 

these Foreign subsidised steamers cany Mails, and we should thereby bt> 

induced to facilitate their despatch, o~ght to have no weight, when our 
own British Mail Packets, notably the Peninsular and Oriental Steam-ship 

Company, obtain no snch privileges even in British waters. 
A copy of this communication 'vill be forwarded to each of the follow-

ing Chmnbers of Commerce;
Calcutta, 

Bombay, 
Madras, 
Colombo, 

Penaug, 

Sydney, 
Brisbane, 

Dunediu, 
Mauritius, 

Rangoon, 
:M:ouhnain, 

Kul'l'achee, 

S~ngapore, 

Aden, 
Melbourne, 

Auckland, 
Cape Town. 

On receipt of their replies you will again be communicated with, and 
it is suggested that a simultaneous joint :Memodal be add1·essed to H.B.l\L's 

Secretary of Sta.te for Foreign Affail·s, urging that all regulations granting 
"the Status of Men-of-War" in British waters, whether cOJ~iorred under 

Postal Conventions, Postal Treaties, or guarantees given Ly Foreign 
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Countries to the Imperial Government, be rescinded, and that i1i li(lu 
thereof instructions be given to the various Colonies and Dependencies of 
Great Britain to pass Ordinances, having special reference to Griminals 

carried by Mail steamers of Foreign Countries, and detained on board in 
British waters by the authority of son;e authorised tribunal, that these 
vessels may, under such circumstances, be ft·ee from the opemtion of the 

law of habeas c01pus only.-! have, &c., 

A. P . McEWEN, Vice-Chai1'1nan. 

1'o the Clwirman of the 

----· CHAlJBER OF CO)DIERCE, 

~0. 6 OF 1880. 

An Ordinance enacted by the Governor of Hongkong, with the advice of 
the Legislative Council thereof, entitleJ,- " An Ordinance to make 

temporary provision for securing the status of French Mail Steamers 

within the Ports of the Colony of Hongkong." 

[31st August, 1880.] 

BE it enacted by the Govemor of Hmwkon••, with the advice of the 
Legi~lative Council thereof. as follow,;:~ ., 

1. The Steam Packets of the Compagnie des )Iessageries Maritimes, em
ployed by t~e French Post OJ?ce in carrying Mails to and from this Colony, 
~ball, when m the ports of tlns Colony, be considered and treated as vessels 
of war, and shall be entitled to all the rights, privileges ancl immnnities of 
vessels of war, and shall not for any cause be diverted from their special 
r!uties, or be liable to seizure or detention by m·dcr of any Court or Jud"'<"· 

II. ~ ot.hing contained in this Ordinance, nnd no rights or pri \"il~"'es 
hereby granted, shall affect the rights of Her i\laje~ty the Queen, Her Hclr;; 
nr Successors. 

Ill. This Ordinance shall continue in force, unti l the Firilt day of ficp· 
tember, A.D. 1881, inclusive. 

~taius of 
~t(l~~gerifl..s 
Maritimes 
ktenluCrl!. 

Saving right~ 
o£ Crown. 

E.z:piry of 
Or<Hntme.. 

HoNGKONG GENERAL CHAliBF.R oF CmnJERCE, 

HONGIWNG, 21st 11-lay, 18Si. 

DEAR Sm,-I have to acknowledge the receipt of your favour of the 

6th instant, calling attention to the fact that a Bill is now before the Legis
lative Council of the Straits Settlements relating to the question of grant
ing to the stettmers of the French and German 1\fail lines, the Status and 
privileges of M,·u-of-war, when in British Ports. . 

At a recent n1eeting of the Committee of this Chamber, it was decided 
to address a letter on this subje'ct to the Chambers of Commerce at the 
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British Colonial and Indian Ports, inviting their co-operation in presenting 
a memorial to the Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs, urging a modifi
cation of the present law wb.ich, it is believed, grants to alien steamers 

certain privileges not enjoyed by vessels under the British flag. 

In furtherance of this object, I am directed to transmit to you the 
enclosed letter bearing on this question, and the Committee hope that the 

representations therein made may receive due consideration and substantial 

support from your Chamber.-! am, &c., 

H. U. JEFFRIES, Secretary. 

Tlte Sec1·ctary, CHA)IBER OF COMMERCE, SINGAPORE. 

HoNGKONG GENERAL CHAMBER OF Co~rMERCE, 

l-IONGIWNG, Jst June, 1887. 

SIR,-Adverting to the Chamber's letter of 24th March last and to 
your despatch No. 612 dated 30th April, I have now the honor to forward 

to you, for the information of His Excellency the Officer Administering the 

Government, copy of a letter addressed by this Chamber to the Chambers 
of Commerce at the British Colonial and Indian Ports, relating to the 

question of granting to French and German Mail steamers the "Status and 

privileges of Men-of-war."-! have, &c., 

H. U. JEFFRIES, Scc1·ctary. 

The Hon. F . STEWART, LL.D., Acting Colonial Sec'retary. 

No. 840. CoLONIAL ~ECRI<:TARY's On'ICg, 

HONfHWNG, 2nd June, 1887. 

SIR,-I have the honour, by direction of the Governor, to acknowledge, 

with His Excellency's thanks, the receipt of your letter of the 1st 

instant., forwarding a copy of a letter addressed by th e Chamber of Com
merce to the Chambers of Commerce at the British Colonial and Indian 

Ports, relating to the question of granting to French and German :M:aii 

Steamers the "Status and privileges of Men-of-war."- 1 have, &c., 

.FHEDERICK HTEWART, Actin,q Colonial Sccretmy. 

H. u. JI·:n'Rm~. E~(l, 

Secretary, Ho:.GKONG GENEnAL GHAmmR OF CoMMERCE. 
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From Singaporr Clwmber. 

SDIGAI'OHE, 9tlt June, 1887. 

DEAR SIR,-Your lettel· of date 21st Ma.y, together with the printed 

Circular J.1etter of d(l.te 20th May, on this subject has received the careful 

consideration of my Committee. 
In reply I am to inform you, that this Chamber entirely agrees with 

and endorses the views expressed in the Circular letter and is pl·epared to 

1
mpport and co-operate with your Chamber in a joint Memorial to the 
Secreta1·y of State, on the lines indicated in the recent resolution of your 
Chamber and in the last paragraph of your Circular letter . ..:_ I am, &c., 

ALEX. GENTLE, Secretary. 

The Secreta1"!f, 
HoNGKONG GENERAL Cn.A:\IBER OP Co~on:ncE, HoxGKO!\G. 

From Rangoon Cl/(/mber. 

RANGOON, 17tlt June, 1887. 

SIR,-! am directed to acknowledge receipt of your Circular letter of 
20th ultimo asking the assistance of this Chamber in getting the practice 

of giving the Status of Ships of War to subsidised mercantile vessels of 

Foreign Governments abolished. 
In reply I am directed to inform you that this Chamber entirely con

curs in the views expt·essed in your letter now under reply, and is prepared 

to join in sending a joint Memorial to H.B.M.'s Secretary of State for 

Foreign Affairs, to try and effect this end. - I have, &c., 

J. STUART, Secretm·y. 

To the Secretmy, HoNG KONG GEN ERAL CHAlWER OF ColiMERCE. 

From Colombo Cllnmber. 

CoLO:nno, 18tlt June, 1887. 

SIR,-1 am in receipt of your circular letter of 20th May, 1887, upon 

the subject of the" Status of Ships of War" accorded to certain vessels of 

Foreign countries. 
In reply I have to state tb:tt the Chamber of Commerce of Ceylon is 

in entire accord with the views expressed in your letter as those of the 
Hongkong Geueral Chamber of Commerce and that this Chamber will be 

prep.ared to join in a Memorial of the nature indicated in the concluding 

paragraph of your letter. 
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It would appear that the course of legislation in the two Colonies has 

been very similar. Bills have been introduced into the Ceylon Legislature 

under instruction from the Imperial Government. They have been uni
formly opposed by the representatives of the Mercantile community and 
other Unofficial members, who have advanced arguments identical with 

those contained in your letter. The bills have, however, on each occasion 

been carriecl by the official majority. 
I enclose for your information copies of the Ordinances now in force, 

here viz., Nos. 9 and 10 of 1886.-I have, &c., 
HENRY BOIS, Cltairmau. 

A. P. McE"·Ec;, Esq., 
Trice-Chairman, HoNGKONG GE:-<ERAT. 0HA:IIBER Ok' Co~UIERCE. 

Ordinance enacted by the Govemor of Oeylon, with the advice 
and consent of the Leg·islative Council thereof. 

No. 0.-1886. 
An Ordinance to maize tempom1-y provision (oT secU7·ing 

t!te Status of F7·enclt Mail Steamers wit/tin tlte 
Ports of this Colony. 

ARTHUR GoRooN, 

W HEREAS by article 5 of the Postal Convention concluded between 
Great Britain and France on the 24th of September, 1856, it was 

provided that when the steam packets employed by the F rench Post Office 
are subsidised by the French Government, they shall be considered and 
treated as vessels of war in all British ports: And whereas it is necessary, 
in. order to give effed to the said article of the said Convention, that the 
steam packets of the Compagnie des :Messagerics Maritimes sh all, when in 
t he ports of this Colony, have the privileges of vessels of war: Be it enacted 
by the Governor of Ceylon, by and with the advice and consent of the 
1 .cgislativc Council thereof, as follows :-

1. 'fhe steam packets of the Compagnic d<.>s Messageries Maritime.~ em
ployed by the F r<'nch Post Office in carrying mails to and from this Colony 
and subsidiY.ed by the French Government, shall, when in the ports of this 
Colony, be considered and treated as vcss<.'ls of war, and shall be entitled 
to all the right~, privileges, and immunitics of vessels of war, and shall not 
for any eau~e he diverted from their special duties, or be liable to seizure 
"1· <letention by order of any court or judge. 

2. Nothing contained in this Ordinance, nnd no rights or privileges h ereby 
g ranted, shall nffect the rights of Her :\1ajcsty the Queen, Her heirs, or suc
cessors. 

3. This Ot•tlinance shall take effect as from the 30th da v of June last 
past, and shall continue in operation until tliC 31st day of De.cember, 18117, 
or the close of the next session of the Legislative Council, whichever shall 
last happen. 

Pas~cd in Conncil the Twenty-seventh day of October, One thousand 
Eight hundred and Eighty·six. 

H. C. P. BELT,, 
Acting Clerk to the Council. 

Assented to \>y His:Excelleney the Governor'the First day of November, 
One thousand Eight hundred and Eighty-six. 

• 

l':ECIL C. SMITH, 
Colonial Secretary . 

Preamble. 

Statu• of 
Meuagcrie!'l: 
Mo:rlUulclli 
stean1era. 

S:t.Tiug right• 
o!Crown. 

Ordinance enacted by the Governor of Ccylon, with the advice 
and consent of the Legislative Uonncil thereof. 

l\ o. W.-l88G. 
An Ordinance to mahe temporary proL'isionfor seru7'ing tlte 

· Status of Ge1·man J1fail Steamers within the 
P01·ts of tlzis Colon.IJ. 

ARTHUi t GoRDON, 
'lXTH~;RI!)A8. Her ;\hjesty·~ Govcmmcnt has cnte.red into an engage
l 'f mentwttb the Impct•tal German Govemment tbat the privile"es 

!llentioned in mticlc 5 of tbe Postal Convention concluded between Gr~at 
Britain and Frnnce on the 2Hh of :o;,!ptemher, lSiiG sball be extended •o 
long as the S.'\id Convention shall be in force, to tb~ steam packets of the 
Nordcleutscher Lloyd. employed by the German Post Office and subsidized 
hy the Germau. Government: And whereas. it is necessary, in order to give 
effect to the satd engagement, that the satd steam packets sha ll, when in 
the ports of this Colony, have the privileges of vessels of war: Be it enacted 
hy the Governor of Ceylon, by and with the advice and consent of tbe 
Jftlg-islative Council thereof, as follows:-

1. ';he stem~ l!acke~ ?f the ~orddcntscher ·Lloy.<l, employed by the Ger
man 1 ost Office m eauym g matls to and from thts Colony and subsidized 
by t~1e German Government, Hhnll, when in the ports of this Colon.y, be 
considered and treated as vessels of war, and sh:~ll be entitled to all the 
rights, pri;rileges, and im~unitie? of v~s,els of war, and shall not for any 
cause be dLVertecl from thell' speCial dutws, or be liable to seizure or deten
tion by order of any court or judge. 

2. Nothing contained i1~ this Orclinance1 and no rights or privileges hereby 
granted, sball affect the r tghts of Her i\IaJesty the Qlteen, Her heirs, or suc
cessors. 

:~. This Ordinance shall continue in force until tile 31st December 1887 
or the close of the next session of the Legislative Council, whiehcve;· sh~.ti 
last happen. 

Passed in Council the 'fwen.ty·sevcnth day of October, One thousand 
Eight hundred and Eighty-six. 

H. C. P. BELL. 
. . , A cti11,g Clt·r/, to tlw CtJUncil. 

Assented to by Hts Excellency the Governor the First day of Novembe1· 

One thousan.d Eight hundred and Eighty-six. ' 
CECIL C. S~Ul'H 

Coltmial &c1•eta;·y. 

F'7'0m Ku7'1'rtc!trr CltambrT. 

Prcnmblo. 

SL'\t•te of 
Norddeut, e}·ca· 
Lloya 
stcnm~rs. 

S:wiug right:i 
of Crown. 

CotnniL•nce
ment. 

KI;RRACHEE, 4t!t July, 1887. 

DEAR SIR,-! am in l'eceipt of your Circular letter dated 20th Mav, 

regarding certain concessions granted by the Government of your Colo~v 
to some Foreign Mercantile lines of Mail Steamers. · 

I am dit·ected l1y my Committee to say, that so far as the case has been 

stated, you have the symrJathies of this Chamber. The Committee however, 
<lo not see their way at present to assist in the matter, but when a joint 
representation is determined upon, this Chamber would be glad to adcl its 

support to any movement to oppose the granting of special advanta.,es to 

Foreign Subsidised Mercantile Steamers over British Steamers.-I au7, &c., 

T!te.Chairman, 
HAIU~Y \Y. BHOOCK, Secrrtarlf· 

HoNGKONG GENERAL CHAMBEu OF CmmERcE, HoNGKONG. 
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From 1Vodras Ckamber. 

MADRAS, lltlt July, 1887. 

DEAR Sm,-I beg to acknowledge receipt of your letter of the 20th 

May, requesting the co-operation of this Chamber, together with those of 
.sixteen other Chambers of Commerce, in a simultaneous Joint Memorial tn 

the Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs, urging that all regulations gra.ut
ing to Foreign Mail Steamers "the Stat1u; of Men-of-wm·," in British waters, 

be rescinded and that only Mail steamers canyiug c1·iminals be free from 

the operation of the law of" Habeas Gm1ms." 
In reply I beg to inform you that the action of your Chamber in thif; 

matter has the full approval of this Chamber, and that this Chamber is 

prepared to sign the Memorial whenever it is f01·warded.-I am, &c., 

S. B.. TURNBULL, Ghainnan. 

To A. P. l\IcEwEN, Esq., Vice-Ohai1·man, 
CHA.l\IBER OF co~IMEHCE, IIONGKO~G. 

From Bengal Clwmbe1·. 
CALCUTTA, 18th July, 1887. 

Sm,-The Committee of this ChamLer having considered your Circular 

of 20th May, 1887, on the question of tbe Status of vessf'ls of War granted 
to the steamers of the MessagEries Maritirnes, referred the matter to the 
Port Officer, Calcutta, 1y whom they are informed that ill Calcutta. "the 

vessels of the Messageries Marit imes or other Foreign trading vessels are 
treated like any other trading vessels so far as this Office is aware, and lmve 

no excevtional privileges."- ! am, &c., 

S. E. J. BRAITH, Semtcwy. 

To A. P. McEwEN, Esq., Vice-Chairman, 
HoNGKONG GENERAL CHAMBER OF CoMMERCE. 

From ])unedin Clwmber. 
DuNEDIN, 18th August, 1887. 

Sm,-I have the honour to aclm<.wlHlge the receipt of your Cir<:ular 

of the 20th May referring to conceu:l 1;s granted to mbsidizecl Foreign 

Mercantile Lines of steamers by your Government. 
In l'eply thereto, I am instructed by the Committt:e of this C~amber 

to state that, whilst agreeing with you that the privileges such as tbostl 
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grautfld to the Mcssa0,~eries Maritimes Stettmers at Hon"'konv are verv un- · 0 0 • 

desimble, as there at·e no Foreign subsidized M<\i.l Steamers coming t o any 
Port in this Colony they do not see their way to t<tke any action in the 

matter at present.-! have, &c., 

D. HARRIS HASTINGS, Secretary. 

A. P. McEwEN, Esq., Vice-Ohainnan, 

HoNGKONG GENERAL CHA?riBER OF CoMMERCE. 

From ]Jfelbourne Clwmbc1·. 

MELBOURNE, 22nd August, 1887. 

Sm,-I have the honour by desire of the President and Committee of 

this Chamber, to acknowledge receipt of your Circular letter of the 20th 
May last on the subject of the Postal Convention between the Home 
Government and France of 24th September, 1856, which has been supp.osed 

to confer on the French Mail Steamers the Status of Ships of 1N at· in the 

ports of all British Colonies and Dependencies. 

My Committee sympathise fully with the view taken of this question 

by your Chamber. They were aware that no claim to such exceptional 
privileges had been actually set up by any Foreign Mail Steamers visiting 
this port although some privileges bad been sought on one or two occasions 

in a manner which appeared to imply that the Company could claim them 

as a right, but after receipt of your communication I was directed to call 
the attention of our Commissioner of Tmde and Customs to the matter and 
on looking up copy ~f the Convention above referred to it was deemed 

atlvrsable to have an official ruling upon the question by the Law Officers 
of the Crown and a record of their decision. Accordingly the Attomey 
General was asked to furnish the Minister of Customs with his interpreta

tion of the law on the subject. A copy of that Hon. Gentleman's" opinion" 
has been fumished to this Committee and I have now the pleasure to enclose 
>~ame to you. From this yon will see that no claim to special privileges on 

the part of foreign subsidized Mail Steamers is or will be recognized at the 

ports of this Colony.- ! have, &c., 

P. COWDEROY, SeC'l·etcwy. 

The. Hon. A. P. McEw.EN, Vice-Ohai1·owu, 

HoNGKO~G GENERA.L CHAIIIBEH OF Cor.rMERCE. 
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OPINION OF ATTORNEY GENERAL. 

Reclaim of French and Genwm Mail Ships to Stahts of Men-of-war. 

" In my opinion the claim of the Messageries Maritimcs cannot be sus

tained undm· the Convetition, a copy of which is forwarded." 
"Thon"'h the wordinc:1 of the Convention is loose, its plain purp•1rt. 

~ 0 

is to provide for the Motil service Lctween the United Kingd0m 
of Great Bt·itain and Irelaml as it is more than once expressed 

and France, and with regard to Ft·ance, Algeria is specified to 
be embraced in the contract showing that all colonies of t.Jt,, 

contracting powers were not intended to be included." 
"Probably the Colonies wE>re left out as then of no consequence, 

and it might be well to represent to the Colonial Office the 

importance of the Imperial Government not agreeing to any 
Postal Conventions that would have the effect of giving to any 

Foreign Mercantile lines the rig_ht to claim in these Colonies 
the importan t advantages belonging to Ships of War to the 

serious disadvantage of our own ships." 
H. J. WRIXON. 

15th August, 1887. 

F1·om J>enang Chamber. 
PE!\"A!w, .z:h·d August, 1887. 

SrR,--Referring to your Circular llated 20th May last, asking for this 

Chamber's support to your resolution, to memorialize the Imperial Govern
ment, to abolish the law, or alter the sa.me with regard to the special con

. rcssions to Foreign Mail Steamers, I am instructed to send you the words 

of a resolution pa.ssed by this Uhambct' at a general meeting. 
"That this Chamber resolve to support the Hongkong ChambP-r 

of Commerc::: in their Memorial to the Imperial Government 
with reference to the Status of Foreign Mail steamers in these 

wttters, and that a copy of this resolution be sent to th•~ 

Hollgk)ng Chamber of f'ommerce."-1 have, &c., 

W. AVER, Sec1·etary. 

Tlt!J Chairman, CHAWH:R OF C03DlEttcr:, HoNGKOXO. 

From Sydnry C!tamber. 
SYDNEY, 11th October, 1887. 

DEAR Sm -Refel'l'inc:1 to your Circular of 20th May lP.>t relative to 
, 0 • 

certain concessions which are granted by the Go ternment' of your Colony 
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in favom of Foreign Mercantile lines of Mttil sten.mers which are highly 

subsidized by their respective Govel'llments, I have to apologise for delay 
in replying thet·eto, such aelay having been occasionetl by the difficulty ex

perienced in endeavouring to obtain official replies from our Government. 
After some considerable trouble our Chait·man, the Hon. S. A. JoSEPH, 

M.L.C., has been enabled to go thoroughly into the subject, and on his 
report to the Committee I am instructed to reply. 

1st. That any right that is accorded the French line of Mail steamers, 
is purely of a reciprocal character, British Mail ~teamers receiving the same 
privilege iu French Ports and dependencies. 

2nd. That none of the clifficnlties or unpleasantness referredto in yom 

Circular have ever occurred in Australasit\-all claims, &c. having been 
settled amicably and with considerably less ft·iction than is ordinarily ex
perienced with British Merchant lines of steamers or sailing vessels. 

3rd. That so long as "equal rights " are g1·anted to British l\Iail 
Steamers in the ports of the t·espective Governments subsidizing Foreign 
Mercantile lines of Mail stea.mers, this Chamber is unwilling to join in the 

proposed Memorial to the Imperial Government to alter the existing regu

lations.-! am, &c., 

HE~RY CHAS. ~llTCHELL, Secretmy. 

The Secretary, CHA3IBER OF CmotEJte};, HoxmwNG. 

CHA3IBER OF CollniERCE, 

SINGAPORE, 13t!t D ecember·, 1887. 

Status of F~reign )Jail StcanuT.~ in B1·itish Ports . 

DEAR SIR,-Referring to your Cit·cuhw and letter of 20th and :.>I st 

May last on this suhject and to my reply of 9th June, I should he obliged 
if you would inform me if any progress ba.s been made with the proposed 

joint Memorial to the Secretary of St-ate embollying the views expressed 
in the last paragraph of your Circular letter. 

I beg to direct the attention of your Committee to the fact, that against. 
the remonstrctnce of the majority of the unofficial members of the Straits 
Settlements Legislative Council, two Ordinances ha.ve recently been passed 

bere, in identical terms, conferring on the German and French Mail Lines 
the Status n.nd privileges of Men-of-war, in this Colony, and that unlike 
the former On1in<mces of similar purport they are no longer annual Ordi

nances, but continue during the existence of the Convention made with 
the French Government in 18.56. The subjoined extract from the memo. of 

• 
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Objects :md Reasons attacheu to one of these Ordinances, shows the views 

eutertainecl by the Government of this Colony of the probable continuance 

of these privileges.-1 am, &c., 
ALEX. GENTLE, Sccrctm·y . 

The Secretary, HoNGKONG GE:-<BRAL CHA)IBER OF CmniEHCE. 

(Copy.) 

Memorandum of Objects and Reasons. 

This Bill ha.s been introduced at the instance of the Secretary of State 

for Foreign Affairs with the object of giving the force of law so far as re

gards this Colony to the Ft·eoch Postal Convention of 1856. Hitherto a 

similar Act has been passed at shot·t intervals in the expectation that the 

Convention would shortly be determined or be replaced by another. 
It appeat•s, ho\vever, that there is no immediate likelihood of the Con

vention being determined, and it is therefore considered desirable to avoid 

the necessity of these frequent renewals by enacting once for all a.n Ordi

nance to continue as long as the Convention endures. 

J . W . BONSER, Attm·ney Geneml, S .S. 

ATTORNEY GEXERAL'S CHACIIBERS, 

SINGAPORE, 7th Novembel', 1887. 

HoNuKoNG GENERAL CHAMBER oF ColmERCE, 

HoNGKON'G, 18th Janum·y, 1888. 

Sm,-I have to acknowledge the receipt of your letter dated 13th ulti

mo, advising that Ordinances have been passed by the Straits Settlements 

J,egisln.tive Council conferring on the steamers of the German and French 

Mail lines the Status and privileges of Men-of-war within the waters of 
your Colony, and asking what progress has been made, by this Chamber, 
with the proposed joint Memorial on this subject to be forwarded to the 

Imperial Governrnt>nt. 
In reply, I am to acquaint you tha.t ueavoidable delay has arisen in 

consequence of non-receipt of replies from several of the Chambers of 
Commerce to whom the Ch·cnlar Letter of 20th May was addressed, and I 
am to add that the matter will receive the earliest attention possiblc.-I 

have, &c., 
H. U. ,JEFFRIES, Secretary. 

T!te S -:cretary .. SI!WAPOI:E Cn.•DIBEn OF Co)niEUCE. 
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c. 

HoNm(ONG GENEHAL CIIA)IBER o~· CO)lliERCE, 

IfONGKo;'W , 31st Jlf(ircft, 1887. 

SIR,-1 have the honour to enclose a letter in triplicate, addressed to 

Her Majesty's Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs, relating to the ques

tion of direct communication betwe~n the Chamber and Her Majesty's 
Representative at Peking, and to request that His Excellency the Admi

nistrator will be good enough to forward the same by the outgoing mail.-

1 have, &c., 

P. HYRIE, C!tairmau. 

!Ion. F. STEWART, LL.D., Acting Colonial Secretary. 

IIONGKONG GENJ<:J.tAL CHA)JHER OF co~mERCE , 

HoNmWNu, 31st )/tucll, 1887. 

MY LoRD MARQUEss,- By desire of the Committee of the HonO'kono· 
" b 

General Chamber of Commerce, I have the honour to inform you that, at the 
Annual General Meeting of the Chamber, attention \Vas called to the re
quest. of Her Maj esty's Charge d' Afft~ires at Peking conveyed iu his letter 

of 25th February, 1886, to the effect tbat this Chamber;-
"Will be good enough in future to address any communication to Her 

Majesty's Representative in Peking, respecting the Commercial interests of 

Hongkong, through the regular channel of the Government of the Colonv·" . ' 
when it was resolved that the Committee of the Chamber be instructed to 
address the Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs in reference to this sub7 

ject. 
In respectfully submitting this question for the consideration of your 

Lordship, I have the honor to express the opi11ion of the Committee thM, 
the practical effect of this change is very prejudicial to the interests of the 

mercantile community, for the Committee ·believe that by granting direct 
communication with Her Britannic Majesty's Government the interest of 

merchants are best served. 
The letter before queted, assigned no reason for this departure from 

the estaiJlished practice of holding direct communication with Her J\Lt

jesty's :Minister at Peking, which had been in force for many years. 
The Comlll it tee venture to express their opinion that should the change 

have arisen from a desire on the part of Her Britannic Majesty's Govem_ 

ment to refer to the I.ocal Government of this Colony the various subjeds 

.. 
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which the Chamber may from time to time communicate to Her Britannic 

Majesty's Representa.tive at Peking, such opinions could have been readily 

and promptly obtaiuecl from the Local Goverument; for the Chamuer have 
been in the habit of handing them copies of all letters they have addressed 

to Peking, and should Your Lordship think fit to restore the privilege and 

honout· this Chamber has so long enjoyed, the custom will be continued. 
The Committee venture respectfully to express their hope that Your 

Lordship will be pleased to favourably consider their representations ; aucl 

further that yon may be pleasecl to rescind the present instructions.-! 

have, &c., 
P. RYIUE, Cltainnan. 

The Most Honoumble THE M.ARQlJESS OF !-:\ALISHt;RY, K.G., &c., &e., 

H.B.M.'s Principrd k'-.'ecrctm·y of State for Fm•eign A,ffairs, London. 

lYo. 1086. CoLOXIAJ. s~:CRETAUY'S OFFICE, 

HoNGKONG, 15tlt July, 1887. 

Sm,-With reference to your letter of 3rd March last., to Her Majesty's 

Principal Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs, I have the honour, by 

direction of His Excellency the Officer Administering the Government, to 

inform you that a despatch has been received from the Secretary of State 

for the Colonies, stating that there is no objection to the Chamber addres

sing communications affecting the Commercial interests of Hongkong 

direct to Her Majesty's Minister at P eking, provided that copies of all 

such communications are at the same time handed to the Colonial Govern-

ment for the information of the Governor, as proposed in your letter. 
I am to aucl that, when IJord STANLEY felt it necessary to object to 

this practice, he understood that the Governor was not always informed of 

snch representations.-! have, &c., 
FHEDEHICK ~TEWAH'l', Acting Coloui,tl Secretary. 

The Honourable P. HYmE, 
Clwirman, Ho:\l i i,O:-il; GE:\ERAL C'H .UIBEH oF Co)DtEIWE. 

IloNiiKONC< GENERAL CHA)IBER OF Co)DIERCE, 

H oN<iKO)!n, 18t!t July, 1887. 

Sm,-I have the honour to acknowledge the receipt and, on behalf of 

the Committee of the Chamber, thank you for your Letter No. 1086, of the 

15th instant, advising that His Excellency the· Officer Administering th<.' 
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Government had received a despatch from the Sem·etarv of State for th 
( ' 1 • • • e ,OtOmes, m answer to the Chamber's letter of 31 t M h 1 . s arc ast to the effect 
that there IS uo objection to the Chamber correspondino direct with H . 
M . t ' M' . o ei 

aJeS Y s tmster at Peking on questions affecting the Co · 1 • mmerCia m-
terests of the Colony, provided that copies of the correspondence are for
warded to the Colonial Government, for the information of the Governor. 
-I have, &c., 

P. H YRIE, C!tairman. 

The Hon. F. Sn: \\"A I{'l'J LL.O., Acting Colonial S ecretary. 

D. 
1\'o. 648 . . COLO~IAL SECRETAIW's o~'FICE, 

. HOYGKONG, 9tft Jlfay, 1887. 

Sr_n,-I am d.rrected by the Officer Administering· the Government to 
transmit to you, for the consideration of the Cl t . f c tamuer o ommerce the 
annexed copy of a letter from the Postmaster General sno·o·estino· a 1 ' ' h d . ' • DD o C lUnge 
m t e ay of departm·e of the steamers of the Pacific Mail Steam-shi•) Com-

pany, and t~e Occidental and Oriental Steam N avig-o.tion Company; 
1 

and to 

state that H1s Excellency would he much obli~>·ecl 1'f tlte Cl 1 Id o 10.111 Jer won 
str.o~gly support Mr. LrSTER's recommendation, in case it concurs in his 

opm10n as to the g·reat inconvenience caused at present to the puhlic.-I 
have, &c., 

FREDERICK STEW ART, Acting Colonial Secretary. 
H. U. JEk'I<'RIES, E sq., 8ecretm·y, 

Copy. 

_.'lly'o. 26. 

HoNGKoNG UE:>ERAL CnA~IHER OF C01DIERCE. 

The Postmaster General to Acting Colonial Secretary. 

GE~ERAL PosT On·IcF., 

HoNGKONG, 6tlt JIIay, 1887. 

to ' Sm:~I have the h~~olU' t~ sug-g·est that a communication be addressed 
t:he Aoent of the Pactfic l\Iml and Occidentnl and Oriental Steam N avi

go.tton Companies r equesting- him to take into consideration the o·reat an l 
needless · · · · o ' c mcouventence mflrcted on the public here by the constant despatch 

o~ the steamers of the two Compa.nies on the davs fixed for the de a ·t , 
ot the M ·1 fi " p 1 mes 

. at s or Euro.pe. I venture to recommend that l\fr. HARl\IAN h 
asked to hrino· the b · t d 1 . e o su .JeC nn t>r t te nottee of l_tis directors with if possible 
a favourable representation from himself: ' ' ' 
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I would also recommend that the matter be referred to the Chamber of 

Commerce, which may see its way to supporting the views expressed below. 

It cannot sttrelY be absolute!\· nnavoitln.l>le that nearly each alternate 

voyag·e of these tra~s -Pacific Ste~mers should be timed so as to coincide 

exactly with the departure of a F rench or E ng·lish :Mail ft·om Hong·koug·. 

Still less would it seem nec(>,;sury that, when the two lines vi:'l. Suez alt er 

their clay of departure, the two American lines should immediately altPt' 

theirs to the same day. Yet this is what has taken place. 'I'h e )fails for 

Europe left on Tuesday all throng·h the winter, the American :.\fails frr

quently left on Tnescla.r too; the mn.ii ch~y has now lwen altered to Thursday, 

and on the very fi rst Thursllay fixed for an English }Iuil, an American :\ln.il 

~teamer is despatched also. 
It has not unfrequcntly happened that the day on which this must 

inconvenient concurrence of outward l\lu.ils has taken place has also been 

the day on which the French )lail from Europe arrived. h can hardly be 

expected that postal work can be carried on, by a limited staff, in an over

crowdEd building·, with anything· like the proper amount of care and exacti-

tude under such circumstances. 

The despatch of the America,n packet on the same clay us the packet for 

Enrope deprives the business community here of the advantage of having· a 

Supplementary )Inil made up on board till the last moment as this Office is 

unable to detach an Oflicer to perform that duty. 

The inconvenience to mercantile hou~es chiefly consis~s in having· to 

writ,e for two Mails at the same time, but there is a larg·e class of people, 

whose intPreMs this Office has to consider, who, instead of sending· to the 

Post Office, as merchants and most residents do, come themselves, either be

cause they have no ~ervants, or none that they can trust, Ot' because t1ley 

happen to be passing, and prefer to attend to their business personally. 

This class consists of ship-captains, their wives and·families, sea-faring· 

people g·enerally, residents who keep but very small establishments, police

men and soldiers, and their wives, travellers passing· through and others. All 

these persons, coming to the P ost Offirr on a day when the America~ mail 

is leaving·, find it neady unapproachable. Every window is besieg·ed hy 

Chinese, buying· stamps, and posting· tl1eir tetters, and whilst the soldier or 

sailor can elbow his way throug·h the crowd, the soldier's or pJlicemen' s wife, 

or the occasional lady who makes enquiries at the Post Office personally, 

finds it almost impossible to get what she want:< . No org'anization will 
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remedy this in the existing· building·, and with tiw present st1tff, for tlwre is 

no room to establish separate approaches tot· Em·ul)eans, and no officer, to 

attend to them if there were room. 

A simpler remedy would he that the two American CompaniPs should 

select some day of departure which is not the day fixed for the departure of 

th!> mail for Europe.-I havP, &c , 

A . LI~TER, Postmaster General. 

The Hon. FREDERtCK STEWART, LLD., 
Acting Colonial Secretary. 

Hu~GKO:-i'G GENERAL CrrAlrtiErt OF COlDlEHCE, 

HoNGKO NG, 30tlt J1Iay, 1887. 

SrR,-Your despatch No. 643, of the 9th May, and its enclosme, was 

fully discussed at a meeting of the Committee held on the 20th instant, 

and I am desired to state, for the information of His E xcellency the Officer 

Administering the Government that, while the Committee appreciate and 

regret the incquvenience caused by the occasional depart me of the Europen.n 

and American mails on the same day, they are of opinion that, it would be a 

matter not only of some diffi~ulty but also of much delicacy for the Cham

ber to lend its influence in preferring the request of the Postmaster 

General, to the effect that the companies running steamers to America 

should be asked to alter their schedules so as not to interfere with the dates 

fixed for the sailing of the European mails. 

The Committee bear in mind that, tl.te companies which cany the 

American mails a1·e not subsidised, and it 1s evident from information 

within their knowledge that, not only the arrangements for the desptttch of 

their steamers were made entirely inespective of the movements of the 

subsidised European mail lines, but that pecur,iary loss would be incnrrecl 

by a change in their dates of sailing. 

On reference to the Companies published schedules, it a.ppears that 

from the lOth August, 1886, to 1st June, 1887, a period of about ten 

months, the departures from here were:-

39 to Europe against 28 to America, of which only 12 were coincident. 

Regarded by the light of the main prin~iple that the Post Office was 

organized for the Public, the Committee is of opinion that, the true remedy 

for the insufficiency of the Postal department complained of by Mr. LIST ER 



!I 

I I 

I 

. I 

I, 

[ 52 J 

must originate with the PosL Office, as it appears from his letter of 6th 
May that there are not the necessa1·y facilities at command to meet the 

exigencies of the Public service. 
For these reasons, I am requested by the Committee to say that, 

after a careful review of the question, they find it impractbable to advocate 

the views expressed by the Postmaster General.-1 have, &c., 

If. U .. JEFFRIEH, Sec1·etary. 

The Hon. F. ~TEWAR'I\ LL.D., Acting Coloni([l Sec1·etary. 

No. 789. 

E. 
CoLOXIAL SECitETARY's OFFICE, 

HoxGIWNG, 16th M~y, 1887. 

Sm,- I am directed by the Officer Administering the Government to 

transmit to you, f01· the consideration of the Ch\tmber of Commerce, the 
annexed draft Regulations for the Licensing, Management, and Control of 

Boats and Boatmen; and to state that His Excellency would be much 
obliged if the Chamber would be good enough to favour the Government 

with their opinion thereon.-I have, &c., 

FHEDERICK STEW .ART, Acting Colonial Secretary. 

H. U. JEFFRIES, Esq., 
Secreta7'!J, HoNGKONG GENERAL CHA}IBEH OF Co)mERCE. 

HONGIWNG GENEHAL CHAMBER OF COI\UIERCE, 

HONGKO:'<G, 80tft Jlfay, 1887. 

Siu,-I have the honour to acknowledg·e the receipt of your despatch 

No. 739 of the lGth instant, submitting· to this Chamber for an expression 

of opinion thereon, copy of Draft reg·ulations for the Licensing·, Manag·ement, 

and Control of Boats and Boatmen. 
'fhe subject was discussed at a recent meeting of the Committee, and 

they would respectfully sug·g·est, for the consideration of His Excellency the 

Officer Administering· the Government, the following· additions and altera

tions, in the details of working·,· as rega1·Lls Cargo Boats and Cargo Boatmen, 

which practical experience shows to be desirable. 
Section G.-After the word Department to add "or employer of 

said boat." 

1~------~--~----
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Section 8.-To speci(y in each class of boat the "breadth, depth, 
and dead weig-ht capacity." 

Section 9.-To add the following- clause : "the head boatman when 

hiring his boat shall receive from the employer a certificate 

(Form C.), showing- his eng·ag·ement and he shall produce thi~ 

certificate if called upon hy any subsequent applicant fot· hiring·; 

the certificate in no case shall bear an older d~te than three 

days prior to the w.mld be hirers application." 

Section 10.-Inasmuch as the work of loadiuo· and dischar,,.ino· is 
"' 0 0 

frequently carried on at night, it is advisable to alter the 

phrase "pet• day of 12 hours" to read as follows: "per working· 
day or nig·ht of 12 hours." 

s . 1° I . ectwn ...,,- lavmg· reg·ard to the nature of trade at this port, it is 

desirable to insert a clause in the licence statino· the number 
0 

of able bodi~d men applicable to the working· and handling of 

Cargo, in each boat of each class, that shall be carried bv the 
respective boats. .. 

Section I G.-J'hat the licence ticket should spec if)" to which class 

the boat belongs, giving· full details, length .• breadth, depth, 
dead weig·ht capacity and number of crew and have printed 

npon it in Eng·lish and Chinese the scale offares.-I have, &c., 

H. U. JEFFRIES, Secretary. 

The Hon. F. STEWART, LL.D., Arting Colonial Secretm·y. 

This is to certify that 

Form C. 

have hired Cargo Boat No. 

(Address of Hirer.) 
Hnng·kong·, 188 

It is sug·g·ested that the Government migh~ supply these certificates free 
of cost, with the license. 

.Yo. 108 7. CoLONIAl - SECRETARY's OFFICE, 

HoNGKOXG, Ctlt July, 1887. 

SIR,-Refeniug to the correspondence which has passed between the 

:~hamber and this Office on the subject of the Lic'3nsing, Management, and 
-ontrol of Boats and Boatmen, and especially to the question of the cleacl 

.. 
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weight capacity of Cargo Boats, I have tbe honour, hy direction of the 
Officer Administering the Government, to inform you that, as the length 

and capacity cannot convenie11tly go together, it has heen proposed to leave 
·out the length of the boat, aud insert the capacity only in the Regulations, 

as follows:-
1st Class Boat, 800 piculs capacity and over, ..................... $20 
2nd Class Boat, between 450 and 800 piculs capacity, ...... . .... . 10 

3rd Class Boat, between 100 and 450 piculs capacity,............ 5 

4th Class B·oat, under 100 piculs capacity, .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. 3 
If this does not meet the views of the Chamber, His Excellency would 

be obliged by your drafting a scale, and forwarding it to me for his consi

deration.-! have, &c., 
FREDERICK STEWART, Acting Colonial Secretm·y. 

H. e. JEFFRms, E:>q., 
Scc1·e.trl1'!J, Ho~GKO~G GENERAL CJ£AJ£nER OF CmDIERCE. 

HONGKONG GENERAL CHA)IBER OF CO)DrERCE, 

IIONGKONG, 16th July, 1887. 

Sm,-I have submitted to the Committee of this Chamber, your letter 

No. 1037, dated the 6th instant, referring to th1} subject of the Licensing, 
Management, and Control of Boats and Boatmen, intimating that as the 

length and capacity of the Cargo Boats cannot conveniently go together, 

it is proposed to insert the capacity only in the new Regulations, and at 
the same time submitting for the consideration of the Chamber, a table 

indicating the licence fees to be charged. 
In reply, the Committee request me to say that, they do not consider 

it. essential to insert the length of the Bc.at in the Regulations, and I am 

desired to take this opportunity of suggesting, for the approval of His 
Excellency the Administrator, the annexed Table, in place of that proposed 

in your despatch under reply.- I h:we, &c., 
H. LT .• TEFFRIES, Secretm'!J· 

The Hou. F. Sn:WAHT, LL.D., Acting Colonial Secretar.IJ. 

PROPOSED TABLE. 
1st Class Bou.t, above 800 piculs capacity, ....................... . .. . $20 
2nd Class Boat, above 450 a:nd under 800 piculs capacity, .... .. 10 
3rd Class Boat, above 100 and nnd~r 450 piculs capacity, . . . . . . 5 

4th Class Boat, under 100 piculs capacity, . .. .. . .. .. . .. .. .. . 3 

No. 767. 
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F. 
COJ.ONIAL SEcHETARY's 0PFICE, 

HONGKONG, 19t/t J1:fa,1J, 1887. 

Sm,-I am directed by the Officer Administering· the Government to 

transmit to you f(lr the consideration of the Hong-kong· General Chamber of 

Commerce, the annexed copies of correspondence respecting- an offer of the 

,Japanese Government to coin Silver Yen fur this Colony at a charge of one 

per cent, and to state that His Excellency would be glad to be favom·erl 

with the views of the Chamber on the stlbject.-I havE>, &c., 

FREDERICK STEW ART, Acting Colonial Secretary . 

H. U. JEFFRIES, Esq., 
Secretary, HoxGKONG GENERAL CHA)!BER OF Co1DIERCE. 

H. Llf.'s .Miuiste1·, Japan, to H. E. t!tc Officer Administering the 

Government. 

Toiuo, L11a!J 7tlt, 1 887. 

Sm,-1 have the honour to inform Your Excellency that I received some 

t.hl~·s ago, a 110te fi·om the Vice Minister of Foreig·n Affairs, stating that, in 

view of enquiries which had been made of the J apauese Consul at Hongkong

hy certain parties in that Colony, he thong·ht it rig-ht to let me know that 

the ,Japanese Government would g·ladly undertake to coin ns manv Yen as 
might be required at a charg·e of one per cent, if it suited the .Colonial 

novernmeut to declare the Yen legal currency in Hong·kong·. 
I shall be glad to know what views Your Excellency entertains on this 

subject, nnd meanwhile I heg· to enclose herewith, copy of the Despatch and • 

1ts enclosures in which I have reported the matter to the Secretary of State. 

- I have, &c., 
F. R PLUNKETT. 

E:~ Excelle11CJ Major-General CA::IIERON, C.ll., Hongkong. 

No. 116. T01no, J11ay 4th, 188'1. 

MY LoRD,- I have the honour to enclose herewith copy of a note in 

which the Vie~\ lllini~ter for Foreig·n Affair,; informs me that in case the 

Government of Hong·kong· m·e disposetl to recog-nize the Japanese Silver 

Yen as leg-al lender in t!Jat Cololi)', the Japanese Government will gladly 

nudertake the work of coining- such Silver Yen to the extent required at a 

charge of one per cent. 
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I also transmit copy of the reply which I addressed to Mr. Ao1n, stating· 

that I should lose no time in bringing this proposal to the notice of Your 

Lordship, and of the Governor of H ong·kong. 
In my Despatch No. 26 of the 19th of January, I called Your Lord

ship's attention to the g-reat exportation, which was then taking· place, of 

silver Yen; and to the dangers which I thoug-ht might be caused to Japan 

by such a continuous drain of silver. This exportation has now temporarily 

ceased i1'1 consequence of the opening· of the tea season. 
· I have had occasion more than once to speak on this subject with 

Count I To. His Excellency ha.; always maintained that no dang·et• could 

arise to Japan, as long· as the importaLion of silver bullion from abroad 

did not fall below the exportation of the coine'i silvm·, and that so far from 

objecting· to the exportation of silver Yen for use in the Straits Settle

ments, or in the Treaty Ports of China, he would be glad to see the silver 

Yen adopted there, and acquire the position hitherto held in the Far East 

by the l\1 exican Dollar. 

I have no doubt that the note, copy of which I am now submitting· to 

Your IJordship has been written with the above object, and I await Your 

Lordship's instructions, before expressing· an opinion on the subject. 

The chief objection I have heard raised to the adoption elsewhere of the 

silver Yen as current coin, is the fact that the Japanese have at present only 

one mint, namely at Osaka, and that in case of sudden financial pressure, 

they mig-ht find it difficult to coin sufficient Yen fot• the use of Japan itself, 

without mentionino· the other countries which under such circumstances, 
0 

wonlcl be dependciit upon it.- I have, &c., 

TnE MARQUIS OF SALISBURY, K.G., &c. 

F. R. PLUNKETT. 

H. B. M.'s LEGATIO!'>, 

ToKIO, 2nd Jllay, 1887. 

DEAR ~In. AoKr,-1 beg· to acknowledge the receipt of Your Excel

lency's note of the 30th ultimo in which you inform me that, in case the 

<Jovemmcnt of Hongkong, in connexion with the movement set on foot in 

that Colony and Sing·apot·e, to revise 1 he local currency, are disposed to 

recog·nize the Japanese Silver Yen as legal tender in those Colonies, the 

Imperial Govel'lliHent of Japan would gladly under.take the work of coining 
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such ::iilver Yen, to thr extent required by the llong·kong- Government at a 
charg-e of one per cent. 

r ;;hail lose 110 tillle in bring-ing· this proposal to the notice of the 

l\farqui~ of Salisbury, aud of the Go~·ernor of Hong·kong-, anJ shall not fail 

to communicate to you at once the answer which I may receive on this 
snbject.-I remain, &c., 

F . R PLUNKETT. 
His Ex.celleney, ~u1zo AoKJ. 

Mr DEAR Sm FRAKCis, 

FOREIGN OFFICE, 

ToKio, Ap1·il JOtlz, 1887. 

Sm,-I have received a communication ft·om H. I. Majesty's Consul at 

Hong·kong·, to the effect that a plan is being· coutemplatell there for intro

ducing- a certain improvement on the cmrency of Hong-kong- and Singapore, 

and that leading- members of the Hung·kong- community, in answer to 

(Inquiries made unofficially by the Consul, have intimated that they would 

he quite willing· to adopt the Japanese Silver Yen, if it :should receive the 
official recog-nition of the Hongkong- Government. 

Having· referred the matter to the proper authority of my Government, 

I have now the honour to acquaint you that, in case the Government of 

Hong·kong· should decide to recog-nize the Japanese Silver Yen as the leg·al 

currency, the Imperial Government would g·ludly undertake the work of 

coining the Yen at the charg·e of J pet cent, feeling amply able to supply 

whatever amount may be needed. I hope you will be so g·ood as to com

municate the proposal of the Imperial Government to the favourable consi

deration of the proper authority of the Hong·kong· Government, and to assist 

in bringing· the matter into a successful cunsummation.-1 remain, &c., 

~UIZO AOKI. 

HoNGKONG GENERAL CHAMBER OF Co:mrERCI~, 

HoNGKONG, 31st JJ[· ay, 1887. 

Sra,-I have the honour, by direction of the Committee, to reply to 

your despatch No. 767, dated 19th May, forwarding· for the consideration and 

opinion of the Chamber; copies of corre~ponclence respecting· an offer of the 

.Japanese Government to coin Sih·er Yen for this Colony at a chnrg·e of one 
p1•r cent. 
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'l'he subject was fully considered at a meeting- of the Committee held on 

the 20th instant and I am desired to state, for the information of His Excel

lency the Officer Admi~istering· the Government that, the Chamber cam10t 

recommend the adoption of the Silver Yen in Hong-kong, chiefly for the 

reason that it is not current among-st the Chinese in the Canton province. 

During· the Export season, larg·e shipments of coin have to be made from 

Hong·kong· to Canton in payment for Silk and other produce, and it is obvious 

that g·reat inconvenience would result if a coinag·e was established here which 

is not available for shipment to the port of Canto.n.-I have, &c., 

II . U. JEFFRIES, Secretm·y. 

The Hon. F. STEWART, LL.D., Acting Colonial Secretm·y. 

G. 

HoNGKONG GENERAL CHAMBER oF CoMlltERCE, 

HoNGKONG, 1st June, 1887. 

Sm,~I am desired by the Committee of the Chamber of Commerce, to 

bring· again to your notice the hardship thnt shipping·, trading· between this 

port and the Australian Colonies and carrying· pusseng·ers, is subjected to, 

owing to the application of obsolete reg·ulations passed in 187!3 applying· to 

trade of the present day. According· to a schedule dated March 1872, the 

voyages hence to Sydney and Melbourne are classified as exceeding- 30 days 

which entail upon the shipowners tfte expense ofprovisioning and supplying 

their vessels with medicines and other necessarietl, in excess of what is really 

necessary for the actual time occupied by the voyng·e. Shipping· so em

vloyed is also suhjected to r egulations which are not applicable to vessels 

running· on equally distant routes, elsewhere. 
The average passag·e of the steam vessel~ now engag·ed in the trade to 

Sydney does not exceed 22 days, and to Melbourne ~4 days. Further, in 

event of a breakdown bPtween H ong·kong· and Sydney after Port Darwin is 

reached-ten dnYs run from Honu·kon'!·-Ports are within cnll every two or . ~ ~ 

rhree days whence all necessaries could he obtained. 
The schPdul e in r1uestiou obvion~l.Y requires remorlr·lling· as reg·ards the 

iollowing· Australian Ports. 
Port Darwin 10 days from Hongkong·. 

Thursday Island 13 days ft·om Hongkong·. 
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Cook town 1± dnys fwm !I ong·kong·. 

Townsville 15 days ti-om Hong·kong·. 

Brisbane 17 days ti·om Hong-kong·. 

all of which are clussifieJ a.; ex:ceeding- ao days and entailing the uisadvant

ag·e referred to. 

The Committee uddt·cssetl the Government on this question in their 

letter of 4 th October, 1883, wltPU some modifications were made, since then 

the trade has increased so larg-ely that they deem it is now imperative to 

seek the full reorg·anisatiou of the schedule that the case dernauds.-I have 
' &c., . 

A. P. MAcEW E~, Vice- Chairman. 

'L'he Hon. F. STEWART, LL.D., Acting Colonial Sccrrtar/1· 

No. 888. CoLONIAL :-iEcrmTARY' s OFFICE, 

HoNGKoNn, 11th June, 1887. 

Sm,- In reply to your letter of the 1st instant, regarding- the duration 

of the voyag·es of steamers carrying passeng-ers to Australia, T have the 

honour, by direction of the Officer Administering the Government, to inf(wm 

you that, in calculating· the probable length of a voyag-e, the Government 

has to make allowance for a break-down of the machinery or other accidents 

of the sea; and it would incur a g-rave responsibility, if it permitted Emi

gra-nt ships to leave thi$ Port with provisions and medicines sufficient only 

for the voyage a ship actually makes, when there is no accident. 

2. Before, however, this' mutter can oe finallv settled I am " , to point 

g·iven hy 

This will 

out that the discrepancy in the length of the various voyag·es as 

you, and as g iven hy the Harbour Master, requires consideration. 

appear from the following· tabular statement :-

Lengtlt qf' voya,qe, as ,qiven by 
Chamber qf Comme1·ce, to 

Len,qt!t of' vo.?Ja,qe, under Proclama-
tion uf 5tlt Janum'!h 1884, to 

Port Darwin, ... .. ........... 1 0 days. Port Darwin, .. ............. 15 days. 
Thursday I sland, ............ 13 , 

} Qu"n•lond, . ............... 21 
Cooktown, .... . .... . . .......... 14 , 
•rownsville, .................. Hi , , 
Brisbane, . ...... .. ........... . 17 , 
Sf·dney, ....................... . 22 ,, Sydney, ... . ................ . 31 

" 11 clbourne, ...... ... . ........ 24 , Melboume~ . .... ............. 32 
" 
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3. I am to add that His Excellency would be g·lad to have the observa

tions of the Chamber on this discrepancy.-! have, &c., 

FREDERJCK STEW AHT, Acting Colonial See1·etm·y. 

The Hon. A. P. :McEwEN, Vice-Chairman, 
HoNGKO;o;-G GENERAL CnA:UBER oF CmnlERCE. 

HoNGKONG GENERAL CnA~lBER oF Co::..rMERcf:, 

HoNGIWNG, 24t!t June, 1887. 

SrR -I am directed bv the Committee of this Chambet· to acknowlcdu:e 
' v ~ 

receipt of your letter of the 11th instant, :i'l o. 888, bearing- on the subject of 

the duration of the voyages of steamers carrying passengers from this Co-

lony to Australian Ports. 
In reply, I am tD state that, the discrepancy which you point out, 

between the leng·th of the various voyag·es given by the H arbour Master, 

under the authority of the Proclamation of 5th January, 1885, and the 

schedule which the Chamber submitted to you on the l st instant, is one of 

the main features to which my Committee desired to direct attention. 

The schedule of the Chan~ber is based on the actual leug·th of time 

taken, by the regular lines engag·ed in the trade, to accomplish those 

voyages and can be verified, if necessary, whereas the Government duration 

of the voyages is estimated on a vessel's speed not exceeding seven nautical 

miles per hour. To reduce vessels which are capable and do perform eleven 

knots per hour, to one dead level of seven knots is an uncalled for burden 

to place upon a trade which has very larg·ely developed within the last few 

years, and promises to increase owing to the improved class of conveyances 

that have been placed upon the route. 
The Committee are npt unmindful of the necessity to provide for delays, 

owino- to accidents when framino· a time schedule for these voyages, but 
0 ' 0 

they think the nature of the voyag·es should be considered when making· 

such provisions. 
It is only with a full knowlerlg·e of tl1e actual routes taken by vessels 

eno·ao·e'l in the traffic that an intellig·ent scheme can be framed to avoid. the 
t> 0 

loose grouping· ·of Ports (us in the ir.~:unce of Queen~l:> nd, in the prr~eut 
Government schedule, which are many miles apart) su u,; to form an eqnit

able estimate of the duration of Australian voyages suited to the preseut 

needs. 

• 
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The route to Sydney and )lelbourne, which may be regarded as the 

Australian termini, is invariably via Port Darwin and Torres Straits inside 

the Barrier Reefs. · 'l'he Committee are satisfied that a fair average passage 

to Port Darwin from Hong·kong is about ten days, and should any accident 

happen to vessels on this section of the route, the steamer would be in the 

track of the China-Anstralian lines running· between Port Darwin and 

Hongkong, which leave each of those ports at least every nine days, so that, 

at the outside, it is reasonable to assume a disabled ship could be relieved 

within five days, her Sydney and .Melbourne emigTants would be pt·ovisioned 
say for 24 to 25 days which would amply supply all wants until Port Darwin 

was reached. The route then lies to Thursday Island three days distant 

from Port Darwin, should any accident occur on this section the remedies 

applicable to the Hong·kong·-Port Darwin route would be available. Torres 

Straits and inside the Barrier Reefs are then entered, and until just North of 

Brisbane say 17 days distant from Hongkong·, or 4 days fi·om Thursday 

Island, the coast is never out of sight, the vessels are in smooth water and 

should a breakdown occur the coast is studdecl with various ports which 

could be reached by the ships boats in a short time, let alone the continual 

coastal traffic of local and other steamers, apart fi·om the Australian-Ohina 

lines which could be counted upon to g·ive relief; if required. From Brisbane 

to Sydney about 4 clays, and Sydney to l\lelbourne 2 days, similar assistance 

to that noted in the foregoing· could be relied upon. 

Thus it will be seen that excepting the long' sea stretch from Hong·kong· 

to Port Darwin, ten days, the route to Sydney and Melbourne via Torres 

Straits is more than ordinarily safeguarded. Should accidents occur hence 

to Port Darwin, there are certain probabilities of assistance, apart fi·om the 

fact that the steamers are on the first port of their voyage and are amply 

provisioned for the whole voyage. 

'l'here are three other alternative routes to Sydney and Melbourne, 

from Hongkong :-

(a .) Via Singapore, Port Darwin, and Torres Straits, this is ana

logous to the more direct route hence vill. Port Darwin and 

Ton·es Straits dwelt ou in tl1 e foreg·oing remarks, therefore 

th<~re is no need to rreapitnlate. 

(b.) Direct to Sydney or l\lelboume via Turres Straits not touchi1w ' ,., 
at Port Darwin ; this route is seldom taken. The sea stretch 

' 
ten days, hence to 'l'hmsday Island is the only variety to the 
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voyag-e already described. But on this route the Ports of 

Borneo help to minimise the dang·er of accidents happening· 

in the early part of the voyag·e. 

Direct to Sydney or .Melbourne outside the Reefs. This 

voyug·e the Committee consider should be carefi.tlly safeguarded 

as the chances of assistance, in the event of trouble arising·, 

are remote. 

The Committee venture to sug·gest a schedule of duration of voyag·es 

which they think, while amply protecting· the Govemment from all respon

sibility in event of accidents will meet the requirements of trade and not 

unduly burden those eng·ag·ed in a business which is very valuable to this 

Colony's interests.-! have, &c., 

H. U. ,JEFFRIES, Secretm·y. 

'l'he Hon. F. STEWART, LL.D., Acting Colonial Sec1·eta1',1J· 

PROPOSED SCHEDULE. 

I Hon,qlwng! 
Ilonglwng ·~ia 

Honglwng Singapm·e, 

I 
Port Dm·mm, Po·rt Dar1vin, outSide 

vi{), and Barrier Reef. 
Ton·es Straits. Ton·es Stmits. 

Port Darwin, ........... 13 days. 17 days. ... 
Thursday Island, ...... 1G " 

20 
" 

... 
I Cooktown, .. ............. 17 

" 
::n " 

... 
Townsville, . ............ 18 " 

2!3 
" 

... 
Brisbane, ··············· 20 " 

24 " 
~5 days. 

28 30 S{'dney, .................. 2.f " " " 25 ~9 3'2 
~ elbourne, ............. " " " 

·-·- - -- -~ -- - -

No. 1052. CoLONIAL SECRETARY's OFFICE, 

HONG KONG, 9th. July 1887. 

Sm,-Referring- to your letter of the 24th ultimo, and to previous 

corre~pondence, on the subject of the duration of the voyages of steamers 

carrying· passengers from thiR Colony to Australian Ports, I have the honour, 

hy direction of His Excellency, to inform yon that~ after fnll consideration, 
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the Govemor in Council does not think it consistent with the welfare of the 

passeng·ers to chaug-e the scale laid down by the Proclamation of the uth 

January, 1884.-I have, &c., 

FREDERICK STEW ART, Acting Colonial Secretary. 

H. U. JEFFRIEs, Esq., 

Secrf!tw·y, HONGI<ONG GI~NERAL CHA~InER OF CollMERCE. 

HoNGKONG GENERAL CJTA)IBER OF CoMMERCE, 

HoNGKONG, 16tlt August, 1887. 

SIR,-The Committee of the Chamber of Commerce direct me to ack

nowledg·e the receipt of your letter No. 1052 of the 9th ultimo, reg·arding· 

the duration of the voyages of steamers cart·ying passengers from this Colony 

to Australian Ports, and in reply to state that, it was unanimously decided 

at the monthly meeting· of the Committee held yesterday to refer the matte1· 

to H. B. ~f.'s Secretary of State for the Colonies, but before doing· so, in 

order. that the Committee may be able to present a complete oase, they 

would respectfully request that His Excellr.ncy the Officer Administering~ 

the Government will be so g·ood as to point out in what way the sug·g·estions 

offered by the Chamber in its letter of 24th June last, are not consistent 

with the welfare of the passeng·ers.-I have, &c., 

H. U. JEF.FRIES, Secretm·y. 

The Hou. F. STEWAltT, LL.D., Acting Colonial Secretctry. 

No. 1286. CoLONIAL SECRETARY's O:to' FJCE, 

HoNGI<ONG, 2(h·d August, 1887. 

S1R,-In reply to your letter of the 16th instant, in which you state 

that the question of the duration of the voyag-es of steamers cm·t·ying- pas

;o.:eng·ers from this Colony to Australian Ports will be referred to the Secre

tary of State, and in w!Jich you enquire in what way the sug·g·estions offered 

hy the Chamber in its letter of the 24th June last, are not consistent with 

the welfi.we of the passeng·ers, I have the honour, by direction of His Excel

lency the Acting· Governor, to infm·m you that, ' if the Chamber's sug-g-es

tions were carried out, the owners and ag·ents of vessels would be reliev~t! 

uf the nPcessity of providing medical atteudance, woper sleeping· accommo

dation, and tlH' ns1wl kintl nntl qu:lutit)' of food.-J have, &c., 

FHEDEHICK STEW AHT, Acting ()olonial Secretary. 

H. U. JF.FFRIES, Esq., Secretary, 

HoNGlWNG GENEHAL CIIA3IBER oF CoM;\lERCE. 
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H 
H oNGKONG GENEHAL CnA~IBER m· Co)IMERCE, 

HoxGKONG, 1st J une, 1887. 

Sm,-I am requested by the Chamber to bring- to the notice of Govern

ment the gTeat necessity that exists for providing· some form of leg·islation 

to ensure, in the absence of a Custom House, the Reg-istration of the Imports 

and Exports of the Colony, nnd the Committee feel that the importance of 

the measure to those interested in the trade of Hong·kong- will be accepted 

as gufficient cause for their sug·gesting· this subject for the consideration of 

Government. 

'l'he Committee desire me to say that, an Ordinance dealing· with the 

entry and clearance of g·oods is now in force in the neighbouring· free Port 

of Sing·apore, the chief points of which are that, the Governor in Council 
has ·power to make, vary, and revoke all regulations for the Reg·istration of 

all g·oods landed, shipped or transhipped in that Colony; it provides that 
the Reg·ulations (under the Ordinance) shall be published in the Governrnent 
Gazette, and it imposes a penalty for each breach of the Reg-ulations. 

U nde1· the Reg·ulations, written declarations according· to prescribed 

forms, are required to be made within a fixed period to the Registrar of 

lmports and Exports g·iving· details of all inward and outward carg·oes, and 

the onus of making these returns is thrown upon the Importer and Exporter. 

In the opinion of the Committee, a similar scheme would be pt'!lcticable 

here and as it is eminently one to be initiated by the Government, I am 

desired to respectfully request that, the Draft of a Bill and the Rules under 

it may be prepAred and submitted to the Chamber, in order to afford the 

Members an opportunity of offering sug·gestions on points of detail.-! have, 

&c., 
A. P. MAcEWEN, Vice-Cltairman. 

The Hon. F. STE,VART, LL.D., A cting Colonial Secretary. 

No. 86(]. COLONIAL S ECRETARY'S OFFICE, 

IIoNGKONG, 7t!t June, 1887. 

Sm,-I have the honour, by direction of His Excellency the Acting· 

Governor, to acknowledg·e the receipt of your lettel' of the 1st instant, 

respecting· the nece~si ty of providing· some form of leg·islation to ensure the 
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reg·istration of the Imports antl Exports of the Colony; and to state that the 

mutter is receiving- the attention of the Government.-! have, &c., 

FREDERICK STEW ART, Acting Colonial Secretary. 

The Hon. A. P. McEwEx, Vice-Citainnan, 

HONGJWNG GENERAL CHAMBER OF CO)IMERCE. 

No. 1028. CoLONIAL SECRETARY's OI•' FICE, 

HON<>KONG, 2nd July, 1887. 

S1n,-Adverting· to the letter of the 1st June last fut•m the Vice-Chair

man regarding· the necessity of providing· some form of legislation to ensure 

the Registration of Imports and Exports, I have the honour to enclose, for 
the consideration and observations of the Chamber, a minute by the Acting· 

Attorney General on this subject.-! have, &c., 

FREDERICK ~TE\\; ART, Actiug Colonial Secretw:y. 

The Hon. P. RYRIE, Cltairmau, 

HoNGKONf: GENlmAL CIIAliBER OF CoMMERCE. 

(Copy.) 

JJ!inute by the Acting Attorney General. 

It would be easy to draft an Ordinance on the lines of the Sing·apore 
Legislation but before doing· so, I would submit some difficulties which occur 

to me. 
Incorrect statistics would be worse t.han no statistics at all, and there

tore if an Ordinance is passed it should be made as efficncious as possible. 

The Ordinance would enact :-

1. That certain returns or statements should be furnished by the im-

porters. 

2. Penalty for not furnishing· returns. 
3. Penalty for fumishing· false returns and here the difficulty arises. 

How is the Superintendent of Impot·ts and Exports to ascertain whether 

tbe returns are correct or not : 
Sbould he have po1ver to require the person furnishing the return to 

swear to the tt·uth of it or should he have powet· to inspect, or to require tlw 
production by the Importer of such invoices or documents as he shoulrl 

deem n~;cessary! 

.. 
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An Ordinance enacting· merely a penalty for not fnrnishing· returns, or 

for furnishing· false returns, would practically be useless without some 

power of control ot• inspection. Would the ~Iercantile community approve 

of this? Coulrl not the Chamber of Commerce try what could be done on 

the voluntary system. 

If they asked all Importers to furnish to Government certain returns, 

Government would no doubt promise to make up the necessary statements. 

If the system is to be compulsory it should be made efficacious. 

Is there any use requiring returns to be furnished if we -have no mean~ 

of checking- them ant! if fil.Jse returns may be sent in with impunity. 

30th June, 1887.· 

E. J. ACKROYD. 

HoNGKONG GENERAL CHAliBER OJ<' CoMMERcE; 

H oNGIWNG, 16tlt July, 1887. 

81 n,-I have the honour to acknowledge the receipt of your letter No. 

1023, of the ::!ud instant; with its enclosure, and to state, in reply, for the 

information of His Excellency the Officer Administering the Governuwut, 

that in the opinion of the Committee, there is no serious obstacle, in the 

minute of the Attorney General, to providing some form of legislation to 

ensure the Rcg·istration of Imports and Exports of this Colony. 

If the Committee are rig·htly informed, the Customs in Great Bri tain 

are dependent on the bona fides of those who make declarations for the entry 

and delivery of goods; they have the power to inflict penalties in the case 

of wilful misrepref>elltation, and the same system should apply here. The 

Committee think the 8uperintendent oflmports and Exports should have the 

power not only to order the production of d,ocuments but also to inspect the 

~·oods; at the same time inasmuch as un dnty is leviable in Hongkong the 

incentive to make a false Lleclaration is to a ~rea.t extent done away wit h. 

- I havr, &c., 

P. RYRIE, Chairman. 

The Hon. F. S·l'EWART, Acting Colonial 8ec1·etary. 
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I. 
HoNGKONG GENERAL CHAMBER OF Co~ntEIWE, 

HoNVKONG, 1st June, 1887. 

Sm,-The Committee of this Chamber has recently had its attentiou 

drawn to an article which appears in Whitaker's Almanack tor the current 

year, page 439, and entitled " Epidemics," from which the followino· is an 

extrnct :-
0 

"As a set-offto these startling· facts Sir JosEPH FAYRER stated 

that in the case of cholera, the theory that it was a commu

nicable disease was now explo!led, and that the Indian Gov

ernment had discontinued all quarantine restrictions and 

relie~ s~lely on sanitary measures such as care in di~tary, 
venttlatwn, and the avoidance of all extremes of heat, cold, or 
excessive exertion." 

The vexed question of Quarantine has been the subject of a lenothv 

c~rrespondence ~etw~en this Government and the Chamber, and ; a;~1 
~trected _by t_ny Comnn.ttee to say that, they will feel. much obliged for any 

mformatwn It may be m yom· power to thrnish them with a view to ascer

taining if the above quoted statement is correct.-I have "-' 1...\.-C ., 

H. U. JEFFRIES S ec1·etary. 

Tlte Secreta1·y, B ENGAL CnAMHER M ' CO)UIEHCE, CALCGTTA.' 

BENGAL CHA)lBER OF CO:\U1ERCE, 

CALCUTTA, 11th JVovembC7·, 1887. 

Sm,-l\Iy Committee desit•e me to rep!.)' to your letter of 1st June 

and to explain that the delay has arisen in consequence of enquiries made to 

the Government of India and Bengal. 

I now beg· to hand you copies of communications, noted below.-Yours, 
&c., 

S. E. J. BLACK, Sec1·etary. 
To H. U. JE~'FRIES, Esq., 

Secreta1·y, HoNGKONG GENERAL CHA~mEn OF Co;mrERCE. 

Mr. J. P. HEWETTS letter No 2°3 of 0 6th June 1887 1 · R 1 . · ~ ~ , , enc osmg· eso u 
t10n No. 205 of lst N ovemlm·, 1877. -

Captain. STIFFE, Port Officer, Calcutta, K o. 3i21 of 13th September, 

1887, enclosmg corrected Quarantine Rules for Port of Calcutta. 
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True Copy. No. 228. 

From ,J. P. HEwi<:TT, E sq., 

Oificiatin,q Fnde1·-Sec1·etm·y to the Gove1·nment of India. 

To the Sccretrtry to tlte 
BENGAL CHAMBER OF CO)DIERCE, C ALCU'fTA. 

RIMLA, tlte 26tlt July, 1887. 

Ho~IE D EPARTJIIEN-r i:;ANITARY, · 

Sm,-In reply to your letter dated the 4th instant I am directed to 

forward a copy of Home Department Resolution No. 205 dated the 1st No
vember, 1877, reg-arding· the measures to be adopted on the outbreak of 

cholera. It is understood that these are the orders of the Government of 

India to which your letter under acknowledg·mont refers.-! have, &c., 

J. P. llEWETT, 

Officiating Unde1·-Secretary to tlte Govemrnent of India. 

T1·ue Copy. No. 205. 

Extract from t!te Proceedings of tiLe Government of India in tlte Home 

Department (Sanitm·y), twda date S imla 1st .N01~embn·, 1877. 

Read the unde-rmentioned correspondence on the question of land CjUa

rantine as a protection ag·ainst Cholera in India. 

To the Commissioner and Super intendent of the Umballa Division No. 

:337, dated 4th October, 1876, appointing him President of a Committee to 

consider the above question, und specifying· the point;; upon which a repot·t 

is required. 

From the Commissioner and Superintendent of the Umballa Divi~ion 
No. 2o9-!r dated lOth October, 1876, submitting· the report called for. 

Head also. 
Military Department endorsement No. 281 dated 11th July, 1877, for 

warding· copy of a letter to the Quarter-Master General of the Army, sam:

t ioning· revised rules to be <Jbserved on t' tc outbreak of cholera or smnll~ p•lX 

in cantonments. 

G. 0 . C. in C. No. 177, dated 30th July , 1877, publi1>hiug· the revi<ed 

rules. 

[ G9 J 
ltESOLUTION. 

Now that the ab9ve rules have been defini tely settled, the attention of 

rhe Local Government.~ and Administrations is invited to ·the g·eneral prin

ciples which oug·ht to be observed in dealing with outbreaks of cholera or 

small-pox among· the civil population. 

:!. The report of the Land Quarantine Commit tee shows that whatevet• 

benefit may theoretically be anticipated from such quarantine, the 

system has proved impracticable ; and rule 78 Of the revised rules 

prohibits the establishment or enforcement by Commanding· Officers 

against the public at large or nny section thereof of any land 

quarantine or any restrictions in the nature of quarantine as 

against cholera in particular which are not equally applicable at 

all times to the control of vagrant classes of people having no legi

timate ground for claiming· admission within cantonment limits. 

The same principles ahould be followed by all civil officers. ' It 

may, however, be remarked that thoug·h the forced removal of 

residents of a place attacked with cholera to a cholera hospital is 

deprecated seeing that infection is already among· the population, 

discretion may be used in isolating pilgrims or other travellers 

found sick of cholera or smnil-pox in serais, on encamping· g·ronuds 

or elsewhere in the neighbourhood of towns and stations. 

a. Improvement in the sanitary condition oftowns and villug·es is the 

best safeg·uard against chol era, especially improvement of the 

water-supply, the drainag·e, the conservancy and the habitations. 

I t should be impressed upon the people that these matters require 

constant and careful attention, and that such attention should he 

redoubled if cholera threatens. And just as all such improvements 

are tu be encomag·ed and aided as far as possible, so, on the other 

hand, all insanitary conditions are to be avoided. In this point 

of view large g·athering-s of people when cholera threatens are at

tended with g'l'eat dang·er. Under such circumstances fairs arc 

liable to form foci whence epidemics radiate over a wide extent of 

country and become the cause of deo.th to thousands who have n!)t 

at tended the fair. It must be remembered that fairs generally 

entail overcro-wding and are often associated with privation and 

fatigue to travellers c?ming from a distance, all which circun!

stances are favourable to disease. When cholera threatens or is 
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actually present in the part of the province, where any fair is 

about to be held, the inhabitants of all districts from which the 

people generally cong·reg·ate should be warned of the g·reat risk 

they incur: if the disease is sevet•e or threatens to be so, then the 

fait• should he actually prohibited. The conservancy of fairs 

should at all times receive g·reat attention, and more particularly 

when cholera symptoms prevail. 

Order.-Ordered that this Resolution with copy of the papers read be 

forwarded to Local Governments and Administrations for information and 

"'ttidance and to the Military Department for information. 
l:l , • 

(True Extract) 

S . E. ,J. BLACK, Secretary. 

True Copy. No. 3721. 
From THE PoR'l' O:t<'FICER o~· CALCUTTA. 

To tlte Sec1·etm·y to tlte 
CHAMBER oF Co~niERCE. 

CALCUTTA PORT 0FI?ICE, 

The 13t!t September, 1887. 

QUARANTINE. 

Sm,-In compliance with the request contained in your letter of 13th 

instant, I have the honour to forward a copy of the Quarantine rules with 

corrections for the port of Calcutta and to stat e that they are not in opera

tion unless specially declared to be so. 'rhere are also medical inspection rules 

( copy attached) which are always in force.-! have, &c., 

ARTHUR W. STIFFE, Captain I. .iJI. Port Office,·, Calcutta. 

T1'1te Copy. 
Cm·rected Quamntine Rules .{u1· tlte Port of Calcutta. 

In exercise of the power conferred by Act I of 1880, the following· rules, 

for quarantine [ ag·ainst plag·ue,* yellow fever, and typhus or other fatal epi

demics not ordinarily prevalent in India] have been made by the Lieutenant

Governor of Bengal with the previous sanction of the Governor-General in 

'" Pnrticular disease qttnrantincd to be entered here. 
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Ootmcil. They will take effect from the in the port of Calcutta:-

I . The Commander of every vessel, including· buggalows or other 

native craft, arriving from a poi·t where plague yellow fever, or 

some fatal epidemic not ordinarily prevalent among Indian popnla
tions, prevails, shall on arrival at the Sandheads, hoist the yellow 

flag, and indicate by signal the port from which she hus come, and 

shall keep such flag· and signal flying· until 1;ermitted to take it 
down as hereinafter provided. 

IT. Such Commander shall not, without having· first obtained permission 

as hereinafter provided, allow any communication with the shore 

or with any other vessel or boat excepting· only with the boat 

supplying· the pilot :j: from the pilot brig·, and in that case commu

nication shall be limited to t·eceiving on board the pilot his leads

man, servant, and baggage. l'l.B. :j: Pilotag·e is compulsory ?Or 
all vessels over lOO tons. 

Ill. The pilot shall not take such vessel higher up the river than 

Diamond Harbour, but shall anchor it there until the Health Officer 

of the port has visited it and ascertained by enqui1·y whether any 

person on board is then suffering·, or has during the voyage suffered 

fi·om such disease as aforesaid; and if such officer be satisfied by 

enquiry that 110 such case has occurred, he shall, by writing undet• 

has hand, to be delivered to the Commander, permit such vessel to 

haul down the yellow flag and proceed upwards to the port, and to 

hold free communication with the shot·e and with other vessels and 
boats in port. 

IV. If the Health Officer shall h~ve reason to believe that any such 

case has occurred, he shall tlirect the Commander to detain the 

vessel at the quarantine anchorag-e at Diamond Harbour for the 

space of 15 days from the day of arrival there, or from the date of 

the occurrence of the latest case of illness, and shall further direct 

the Commander to prohibit, tluring· the said 15 clays, all communi

cation except such as is hereinafter provided for between such 

vessel and the shore, or other vessels or boats in the harbour. The 

Health Officer may further direct the removal of so many of the 

passengers and crew as may not be suffering· ft·om sickness, and 

whose services may not be required on board the ship.J to such 
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particular spots as may from time to time ue fixed upon by the 
local Government as places of quarantine, there to remain for a 

space of 15 days, or, in the event of the occurrence of a case of 

sickness, for a space of 15 days from the date ofthe occurrence of 

the last case. The Health Officer may permit the pilot, with his 

leadsrnan a~d servants, to leave the vessel at any time after such 

precautionary disinfection of their persons and baggag·e as he may 

think necessary or may direct that they remain in quarantine 

along· with the passeng·ers and crew. 

V. Any mails or carg·o which mny be broug·ht by any vessel so arriving· 

shall be landed under such precautions as may be deemed necessary 

by the Health Officer to prevent the spread of disease. 

V I. It will be the duty of the Port Officer to facilitate the conveyance 

to the vessel in quarantine of all supplies of provisions, stores, and 

other articles required by those on board. These supplies should 

be placed on the boats of the vessel, to be subsequently removed 

by members of her crew. 

('!'rue ex tract.) 

S. E. J. BLACK, Sec1·etary. 

HoNGKONG GENERAL CHAliiBER OF CoMMERCE, 

HoNGKONG, 13th January, 1888. 

SIR,-I am instructed by the Committee to acknowledge the receipt 

of your letter dated 11th November ~ast, and to thank you for the trouble 
you have taken to procure, for this Chamber, copies of the corrected 

quarantine Rules, for the Port of Calcutta, and of the proceeding·s connected 

therewith. 
My Committee, however, beg· to again refer you to this Chamber's 

letter of 1st June-Copy enclosed-and I flm requested to ask whether you 

eau inform them if there is any authority for the publication of the statement 

therein quoted and attributed to Sir J OSEPH FAYRER, bearing· on the question 

of Quarantine.-! have, &c., 

H. U. JEFFRIES, Sccretm·y. 

TAe Secrel(11'y, BENGAL CnA~lRER OF CoM111ERCE, CALCUTTA. 
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J . 
HoxGKOYG GE:-<ERAL CnA~IBEit ot•' Co~BH:RCE, 

Ho:-<GKO~G, 22nd June, 1887. 

DEAR SrR,-The attention of the Committee of this Chamber has been 
directed to the co.nsideration of the present agt·eement, entered into bv the 

local Banks on the lOth June, 188(), in re the Stamp Fees on Bills ofExch~no·o, 
I M 

and am requested to transmit to you copy of a resolution unanimously 

adopted, at a meeting- of the Committee held on the 17th instant, 

Resolved-" That in the opinion of the Committee, the sellers of 

Bills of Exchange sh•1ll in all cases pay fo r Bill 
Stamps on their drafts, save with Bank Drafts for 

sums under $:3,000 in one Bill, when the lmver shall 
pay." " 

aud the Committee will feel oblig·ed if you will be g·ood enough tu take· the 

earliest opportunity of placi'ug· this matter Lefore the Manacrers of the 
0 

different Banks for their immediate consideration, when it is hoped that the 

modificutions sugg-ested by the Committee will lead to a re,·ision of the 
existing regulation.-I am, &c., 

H. U. JEFFIUE~, Secretm·y. 

J . THURBURN, Esq., lJ.Janteger, 

CHARTERED MERCANTILJ<: BA~K oF INDIA , Lo~mo:o.- & CHINA. 

l\lEMO. 

liONGKONG, 10!/1 J une, 1886. 

On and after 1st July next, the cost of Stamps on all drafts issued by 

the undersig-ned Banks will have to be paid for by the purchaser!'. 

CHARTERED M ERCAXTILE BANK o~· INDIA, LoNDON & CHINA, 

HONGKONG1 .'29th J une, 1887. 

DEAR SIR,-! have to acknowledge receipt of yom tiwor of:22nd instant 

informing me that the Committee of the Chamber are of opinion that 

" the sellers of Bills of Exchaug·e shall in all cases pay for Bill 

"Stamps on their Drafts save with Bank Drafts for sums 
"under $3,000 in one bill, when the buyer shall pay," 



. I 
I I 

1 1 

I 
I 
I 

I 
I I 
I I 

! 

[ 74 ] 

and requesting me to place the matter before the ;\Ianagers of the different 

Banks with the view of having the agreement entered into by them on lOth 

June, 1880, altered in accordance therewith . 
In reply I have the pleasUI'e to inform you that the jfanag·ers of the 

Banks are unanimous in ag·reeing with the resolution of the Chamber; and 

have decided to cancel the ag·reement of lOth June, 1886. 
'rhe hlanag·ers of the Banks wish, however, to take advantag·e of this 

opportunity to t•e-adjnst the telegraphic charg·es which they now make fot· 

wire payments. 
While not wishing· to make any profit out of telegraphic char~;es, WH 

are of opinion that the present scale iH roo low, being· less than at othr>r 
ports in the East, and is not well defined. We have accordingly agreed 

that on and after 1st Augnst, Stamps on Bills of Exch:mg·e, except Bank 

Drafts for sums under $3,000, shall be paid by the sellers, and that the 

follo'wing scale of charges for wir~·transfers shall be adopted, v-iz. :-

The buyer to pay the cost of telegrams for 'sums under 

£ 5,000 

Rs. 50,000 

Tls. 20,000 

$ 25,000 

The Banks to ehurg·e in all cases fiJr thret> words, and when the payee's 

name and address is not reg·isteretl, the actual cost of message.-! am, &c., 

,JOHN THURBURN, ManagPr. 

H. U. JEFFRu:s, Esq., Secretary, 
IIONGK O:-<G GENERAL CHA3IBER m · Cmr~rERCE. 

HoxGI<ONG GENERAL CHAliiBEI~ 01•' CollMERCE, 

HoNGKONG, 1.5tlt July, 1887. 

DEAH Sm,-T n acknowledging· the receipt of your letter of the 29th 

ultimo, I am desired by the Committee of the Chamber to express th<·ir 

thanks fin· the readiness which the Dunl<,; lwve shewn in accepting· the :"ug·

gestions of the Chamber- conveyed in its letter of 22nd June-with regard 

to Stamp Pees on Uills of Exchang·e. • 
On the other hand) the Committee learn with regret that the Bunks 

have thought it expedient to adopt a new scale of charges for wire-transfer", 

.as indicated in the letter·under reply, and after a careful consideration of 
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the subject., the Committee beg· to sugg·est, as an alternative to the Uanks 

proposition that, the buyer shall pay the actual cost of wiring sums under 

'l'en Thousand Dollars; and I :u11 desired to ask if there is any necessity to 

state the various currenci(•s, inasmuch as the Uanks are paid in Dollars 

which is the standard. 

As the question is oue of special interest to the Mercantile community, 

the Committee confidently hope that the Banks will see their way not to 

entorce their proposed new scale of charg·es, on the lst proximo.- I ~m, &c., 

H. U. JEFFRIES, &c1·eta1y. 

J. THCRBURN, Esq., lJlanager, 

CHARTERED MERCANTILE BANK OF INDIA, LONDON & CHINA, 

HONG KONG. 

CHARTERED MEHCA!o!TILE BANK OF INDIA, LoNDON & CaiN~, 

HoNGKONG, 19tlt July, 1887. 

DEAR Sm,-I am in receipt of yout• letter of 15th instant, replying· to 

mine of 29th ultimo, in which you advise me that the Committee of the 

Chamber sug·gest that the Banks should not carry out the new scale of 

charges for wire-transfers which my letter of 29th ultimo advised you 

they had decided on doing·, on and after 1st August next, and also asking 

"if there is auy necessity to state the vat•ious cmreucies, inasmuch 

"as the Banks are paid in dollars which is the standard.'' 

In reply I have to state · that the Chamber do not point out in what 

way the scale of charg·es adopted by the Banks is unfair to the Mercantile 

community. 
The Banks consider that the cost of telegrams being· so much greater 

than the Stamp duty on Bills of Exchange, the amount on which they have 

hitherto paid for cost of telegnms is too low, and that the amounts nol\' 

agreed on are by no means excessive. 

'Fhey have carefully considered the question, and have decided to adhere 

to the scale of charges already advised you, except as regards the various 

currencies, which, in deference to the Chamber's sug·g·estion, they will alter 

to ((the buyers to pay cost of telegrams on sums under $25,000."-I am, &c., 

JOHN THURBURN, JUanage1·. 

H. U. JEFFRIES, E sq., Becretmy, 

HoNGKONG GE!o!ERAL CHuiBER OF Co~tMERCE. 
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K. 
IIONGKONG, 25tft June, 1887. 

Sm,-We have this morning· received a telegram from the Canadian 

Pacific Railway, requesting us to solicit from the Chamber of Commerce an 

expression of opinion to the effect that it is very desirable to arrange for a 

::\fail Service, via the Canadian and Pacific routes, to alternate with the exist

ing P. & 0. Service, and as the su~ject is to he brou11;ht up in the House of 

Commons on the 30th instant, this Company is very desirous that the Home 

Government, sl10uld be put in possession of the Chamber's views, by tele-

gram, before that date. 

We may mention that opinions of the several Chambers at the leading; 

neio·hbourino- ports m·e beino· solicited to be likewise transmitted in time tor 
,., 0 0 

above debate. 
We beg that you will place this matter befiwe the Committee, and re-

q nesting· the favom• of an early reply.-We are, &c., 

ADAMSON, BELL & Co., Agents, Canadian Pacific Rail1vay. 

H. U. JEFFRIES, Esq., 8ec1·etm·y, 

HoNGKONG GENERAL CHAMBER OJ.' Co~DIERCE. 

H ONGKONG GEN~:RAL CHAMBER OF CoMMERCE, 

HONGKONG, 27t/t June, 1887. 

DEAR SIRs,-I have to acknowledg·e, on behalf of the Committee of 

this Chamber, your letter of the 2oth instant, stating· that you have been 

r equested to obtain from t.he Chamber an expression of its opinion with re

ference to the proposal to arrang·e for a Mail Service, vift the Canadian and 

Pacific routes, to altemate with the existing· P. & 0 . service. · 

In reply, I am desi1•ed to inform you that the subject was considered at 

a Special Committee ~Ieeting held this day, and 1 am directed to fill'ni ~h 
you, for the information of your Company, with a copy of the following· 

resolution which was passed hy a majority :~ 

Resolved- - '' On the supposit ic. 11 that the speed of the l\Iails iJP 

gTeatly accelerated, and on Pohttcal grounds, thi~ 

Chamber now approves of a Fortnig htly .\Jail serricB 

v ift Canada and provided that no increase is made 
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on this Colony's contribution to the Postal Union." 

-1 am, &c., 

Il. U. JEFFRIES, Secretary. 

l\Iessrs. ADA~rsox, BELL & Co., Agents, 

CANAJHAN PACIFIC RAILWAY. 

J-lONGKONG; 29t/t June, 1887. 

Sm,-We have to acknowledge your tiwor of 27th instant, reg·arding· 

the proposed l\iail Service vit'l Canadian and Pacific routes, embodying- the 

J'esolution of tl1e Special Committee for which we m·e obliged. 

We have also to tende1· to the Committee om best thanks tor hearing· 

us personally on the m~tter.-We are, &c., 

ADAMSON, BELL & Co., Ageuts, Canadian Pacific Line. 

H. U. J EFFRIES, Esq., Secrelm'!J, 

HoNGIWNG GniERAL CHA)!BER oF CO)IMElWE. 

IIOXGKONG GENERAL CHAMBER -OF CO)IMEl{CJ.: , 

HoxGKONG, 13tlt July, 1887. 

Sm,-1 have the honom to inform you that, this Chamber was asked 

tin· an expression of its opinion in re t.he proposed Mail Service between this 

Colony and Europe, via the Canadian and Pacific routes, to alternate with 

the existing· P. & 0. Service. 

The subject was fitlly discussed at .a recent Special :Meeting of the 

Committee of the Chamber when it was decided (I) that the Canadian route 

might prov·e desirable on Political gTounds; (2) that an additional fast :Mail 

service would no doitbt be of advantag·e to the :Mercantile public. 

Understanding· that the qu('stion was to lJe brought np in the House of 

Commons on the 30th June, I sent you, on the ::Sth ultimo, l.Jy desire of the 

Committee, and at the request of the Ag·ents of the Canadian Pacific Rail

way the following telegTam:-

" Chancellor Exchequer, London. 

On supposition speed Mails g-reatly accelerated, and on Politic tll 

grounds, this Chamber now a})proves fortnightly service 
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via Canada, provided no increase this Colony's contrilm

tion Postal Union. 

RYRlE, Cltai1·man, 

1-IoNGKONG CHAMBER o~· Co~tMER~E. 

and I now beg· to confirm the same.-! have, &c. 

P. HYRIE, Chairman. 

The Right Honourable G .• J. GoscHEN, 
H. M. Chancellor of the Exchequer, Whitehnll, London. 

L . 
HONGKONG, 26t/t July, 1887. 

SIR,-We beg respectfully to draw the attention of the Chamber of 

Commerce to the excessive rate charg·ed by the Imperial Chinese Customs 

for the storage of Opium in the new bonded warehouses at Foochow and 

Amoy, under the new regulations regarding· Opium which have recently 

come into force, and we crave the assistance of the Chamber to do away 

with what can only be considered as an additional tax on the Opium trade 

of a g·rave nature, and one which was in no way contemplated by the British 

Govel'llment when the Chefoo Convention was ratified. 
The charg·e imposed is 5 candareens per chest per day, which is the 

equivalent of $2.32 per chest per mensem. 
As we are now compelled to store our Opium in bonded warehouses, 

whether it suits us or not, we are of opinion that the Chinese Customs Au

thorities cannot force us to pay g·odown rent at all, but we would not wish 

to take any advantage of this to om· own profit, were we only charg·ed a fait· 

rate for storage, such as we are in the habit of paying·, in that case we 

should not complain, but the present impost of 5 candareens per day can 

only be regarded us a tax on tlte tmde levied in the form of stm·ag·e fees by 

the Imperial Chinese Customs. 
We trust therefore that your Chamber may see fit to submit om· views 

to H.B. l\l~jesty's Minister at Pekin tu the following effect, and to crave his 

assistance on our behalf in this important mntter :-
1. This tax was ne''er originally contemplated when the Chefoo Con

vention was ratified and slwuid not therefore be enforced. 
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2. That we are perfectly willling· to rent or build suitable Godowns fot• 

the purpose of storing· our Opium at Foochow and Amoy, such 

Godowns to be .approved of by the Imperial Chinese Customs and 

to be considered as bonded warehouses and under their control. 

We would also point out that the present bonded g·odowns in Foochow 

are too small and quite unsuited to the t·equirements of the trade, and it 

would be a g·reat convenience to the merchants concerned if they were 

permitted to hire or et·ect other and more spacious buildings. It would he 

more in accordance with the requirements of the trade, if each merchnnt 

could have his own bondecl g·orlown, should he wish it, as it is embarrassing· 

to the merc~ant to conclude his transactiQns with the Chinese in a public 

warehouse in the pt·esence of opposition merchants in the same ti·ade, and 

we would ask yon to bring this point very strongly to the notice of the 

British Minister and to ask him to do his utmost to g·et separate g·odowns 

sanctioned. , 

Should we be forced to pay storage to the Imperial Chinese Custom,;, 

we submit that the equivalent of about One Cent per chPst per day would be 

a fair charg·e and one that we should not object to. 

In conclusion we must draw the attention of the Clmmber of Commerce 

to the very importnnt fact that, in Shang·hai the Opiu~ Hulks belonging· to 

Foreig·n merchants at·e now considered as bonded warehouses and the Im

perial Chinese Customs do not receive any storage fees on Opium stored 

therein.-vVe have, &c., 

H. D. JEFFRIES, Esq., 

DAVID l;ASSOON, SONS & Co. 

E. D. SASSOON & Co. 

Sec1·etm·y, to the 0HA)!HER Ol<' CoMMERCE, HONGKONG. 

HONGKONG GENERAL CHA)lllEH Ol<' COM;".IERCE, 

HoNGKONG, 16tlt August, 1887. 

DBAR Sms,- Your letter of the 26th July, protesting· against the 

excessive sum rharg·ed by the Imperial Chinese Customs :fi>l' the storng·e of 

Opium at the Ports of :Foochow and Amoy under the new regulations which 

have recently come into force, was laid before the Committee of the Chamber 

at the monthly meeting· held yesterday, and I am desired t{) acquaint tlmt it 
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was decided to transmit a copy of your letter to Her Britannic Majesty'~ 

1\:Iinister at Peking, at the same time recommending· that His Excellency 

will take the mattet· into his serious consideration.-I am, &c., 

H. U. JEFFRIES, 8ec1·etmy. 

Messrs. DAvm SASSOON, So!-I'S & Co., 

, E. D. SAssooN & Co., Hongkong. 

HoNGKONG GENERAL CHAMBER OF Co3HIERCE, 

HONGKONG, 20th August, 1887. 

DEAR SIRs -Referrino· to the Chambel"s letter of the 16th instant, I 
' 0 

shall feel much obliged if you will inform me what charg·e )s made in 

Shanghai for storing one chest of Opium for the term of one month, and, 

provided that your Representatives have exchang·ed letters with the Eng·lish 

Consulate, or Customs Authorities, at the Ports of Foochow and Amoy, with 

reference to the sum charg·ed by the Imperial l\Iaritime Customs for the 

storage of Opium, that you will be g·ood enoug·h to furnish me with copies 

of all the correspondence for the information of the Committee of the Cham

bet·.-I have, &c., 
H. U. JEFFRIES, Sec1·eta1'!f· 

Messrs. DAVID SASSOON, SoN:> & Co., 

, E . D. SASSOON & Co., Hongkong. 

HoNGKONG, 22nd August, 1887. 

DEAR Sm,-We have to acknowledg·e receipt of your favour of the 

20th instant, contents of which have our attention. 

In accordance with your request we beg to enclose you copies of cer

tain letters that have passed between the Opium merchants of Foochow and 

the Imperial CommiBsioner of Customs at that port. 
With regard to the storage of Opium in Shang·hai, we have to point 

out to you that our Opium is storetl in om· own Hulks which obviates the 

necessity of any chang·e for storag·e, but in any case this would not bear 

upon the question at issue, inasmuch as the cost of keeping· up our Opium 

Hulk is very g-reat, much more so than that of keeping up a g·odown.-We' 

are, &c., 
DA VID SASSOON, SONS & Oo. 

H. U. JEFFRIES, Esq., Secreta?'!!• 
CnAMBER oF CoM:\IERCE. 

r 
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HONGTWNG GENERAL CHAMBER OF CO)fMERCE, 

HoNGKONG, 18tlt Septembe1·, 1887. 

D&AR Sms,-Adverting· to t.he correspondence which has passed be

tween your gootlselves and this C:tamber, bem·ing- on the alleg·ed !mt·tlen

some rent levied upon Opium by the Imperial Chinese Maritime Customs, 

I am now desired by the Committee of th'~ Chambet· to actpt'lia t you that, 

befon~ despatching· copy of your letter of the 26th .July to Het· Britannic 

Mn:je4y's Minister at Peking, as was intimatetl to you wonld he done in the 

Chamber's letter of lGth ultimo, it was decided to asce1·tain, as bearing on 

the question, what is the customary cha1·g·e for rent in the private Opium 
Hulks at S~anghai. 

The result of these enquiries shews that the Chinese Customs charg·es 

for storag·e on Opium in Foochow are not dissimilar to those levied by inde
pendent owners of storag·e accommodation in Shanghai. 

Under these circumstances the Committee regret they do not see their 

way to endorse the application you have made to the Chamber ; and failing· 

to do so, they do not deem it compatible with their position to simply for

ward your letter of remonstrance without some remarks which might be in
terpreted as prejudicial to your case.-I am, &c., 

P . RYRIE, Cl1airman. 
Messrs. DAVID SASSOON, SoNS & Co., 

, E. D. SASSOON & Co., Hongkong. 

HONGKONG, 20tlt September, 1887. 

DEAR Sm,-We have to ncknowledge receipt of your favour of the 

13th instant regarding the letter addressed by us to the Chnmber of Com

merce about the exorbitant charg-es of the Imperial Chinese Customs for the 

storage of Opium in their bonded godowns in Foochow and Amoy. 

We much reg-ret the decision arl'ived at by the Chnmber, after the en

quiries made as to the rnte of storag·e chang·ed by foreigners, on Opium 
st{)red in private Hulks in Shang·hai. 

Permit us to point out to you, that nlthough the result of your en

quiries may be substantinlly correct, the rate charg·ed by foreigners for 

storage in their private Hulks in Shang·hai, does not, in our opinion, benr at 

all upon the question at issue, and we must respectfully express our surpris 

that this matter should have had any weight with the Committee of the 
Chamber. 
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An Opium Hulk in Shang·hai costs orig·ina.lly some $30,000 to $40,000, 

and our monthly expenses fot• keeping up and working the same amount to 

no less a sum than $1 ,000 to $1,200 without counting the annual deprecia

tion in the value of the Hulk, cost of T nsurance, and interest in tl1e cost of 

the Hulk. 
A suitable g·odown could be rented iu Foochow for some $900 per 

annum, and \ve must also mention that many of the Opium merchants in 

Foochow have their own Opium Godowns there, which are now rendered 

useless. 
The Custom of the Opium tratle in Shanghai . is tlmc the Chinese pur

chaser pays the storage fees, a foreign merchant not having a ,Hulk of his 
own, places his drug on board of some other merchant's .h.ulk rmd does not 

pay any .~toraue at all. 
In the face of these facts we again respectfitlly crave the intervention 

of the Chamber in this very important matter to all concerned in the Opium 

trade.-We are, &c., 

DAVID SASSOON, SONS & Co. 

E. D. SASSOON & Co. 

To the Hon. P . RYRIE, Cltairman oftlte 
HoNGKONG GENERAL CHAMBER OF Co~JMERCE. 

IIONGKONG GENERAl. CHAMBER OF COMMERCE, 

HoNGKONG, 14th Octohe1·, 1887. 

DEAR S_IRs,- 1 am directed by the Cho.irmnn of the Cho.mber to 

acknowledge the receipt of your letter dated the 20th ultimo, making further 

representations regarding· the charg·es of the Imperial Chinese Customs tor 

the storage of Opium in their bonded godowns in Foochow and Amoy. 
In reply, 1 am to state that, the subjec t was again discussed at the 

monthly meeting· of the Committee held yesterday, when it was decided that 

the Commit tee see no reason to alter the opinion expressed in their letter to 

you of the 13th September la.st.- I hnvt>, &c., 

II. U. JEFI' RIES, Secretm·y . 

Messrs. DAVID SASSOON, SoNs & Co., 
, E. D. SAssooN & Co., Hongkoug. 

Nn. 1882. 
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M. 
CoLONIAL SEcRETARY's OFFICE, 

HoNGKmw, 7tlt September, 1887. 

Sm,-Reterring to letter No. 1878 of the 20th December, 188<3, from 

this Office, I have the honour, by direction of His Excellency the Officer 

Administering the Government, to inform you that Mr. T. JACKSON the 

'Fn-ullicial l\Iember of the Leg·islative Council, who was appointed 0 ;1 the 

nomination of the Chamber of Commerce, has resigned his seat, and I am 

to request that the Chamber will nominate another l.Vlember to fill his place. 

The same course should be pursued as in the case of previous nomina

tions.-! have, &c., 

FREDERICK STEW ART, Acting Colonial See1·etary. 

The Hon. P . RYRIE, Cltai1·man, 

HONGKONG GENERAL CHAJUBER OF COlfMERCE. 

HoNGKONG GENERAL CHAMBER OF OoMllmRcE, 

HoNGKONG, 9th Septemhe1·, 1887. 

Sm,-1 have the honor to acknowledg·e the receipt of your letter No. 

1382 of the 7th instant, announcing that Mr. T. JACKSON, Un-official 

Member of the Legislative Council, who was appointed on the nomination 

of this Chamber, has resigned his seat, and requesting the Chamber to 

nominate another Member to fill his place. 

In reply, I beg to state for the information of His Excellency the 

Officet· Administering· the Government, that o. Special General Meeting of 

the Chamber will be held on Saturday, the 17th instant, for the purpose of 

nominating one of its Members for election to the Legislative Council, and 

the result of the meeting shall be promptly communicated to you,-I have, 
&c., 

P. RYRIE, Chairman. 
The Hon. F. STEWART, LL.D., Acting Colonial Secreta1y. 

HoNGKONG GENERAL CHAliiBER oF ColllliiERCE , 
HONGKONG, 17th September, 1887. 

Sm,-Adverting to my letter of the 9th instant, I have the honor to 

s~ate, for the information of His Excellency the Office1· Administering the 

bovernment, that at a Special General :Meeting· of the Members of this 
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()IJamber heltl to-day, at 12 o'clock Noon, Mr. A. P. l\IAcEWEN, Partner in 

the firm of )lcssrs. HoLLIDAY, WisE & Co. was selected as their nominee 

for a seat at the Legislative Council of this Colony, to fill the place of )k 

'1'. J ACKSON. 

you. 

As requested in yon~· letter ~o. 1:~82 0f the 7th inst:mt, I now hand 

1. A copy of the ~otice convening the meeting·. 

~- A list of the Members present at the meeting. 

:3. 'l'he name of the Candidate with the names of his proposer and 

seconder.-! have, &c., 
P. RYHIE, Clwinnan. 

The Hou . . F. STEWART, LL.D., Acting Colonial Secretary. 

Li~t of Members present at the Special General Meeting of the Hon~
kong General Chamber of Commerce held on the 17th September, 1887. 

Present. Hon. P. RYRIE. Messrs. E. CiuMPEAUX. 

Messrs. W. H. F. DARBY. 0. BACHRACH. 

E. MACKINTOSH. H. NL GRAY. 

W. H. Fonm:s. A. McCo!-!ACHIE. 

G. T. HOPKINS. L. MENDEL. 

s. E. ~H~LLDI. 
J. S. MosEs. 

J. J. FnANCIS. 

E. R. BELILlOS. 

V. H. DEACON . 

H. CRAWFORD. 

DovoLAS J oNEs. 

F . 1'. P. FosTER. 

D. Gu.LIES. 

W. G. BRODIE. 

Hon. C. P. CHATER. 

H. U. JEFFHII<:S, Sw·etw·y. 

List of Candidates proposed at a Special General Meeting of the Hong

koncr General Chamber of Commerce held on the 17th September, 1R87, to 
>:> 

nominate lt :\I ember to the Lep;i~ latiYe Coun~il, to fill the place of ::\1 r. T . 

,J ..\Cl{ SON. 
A. P. 1Lv: EwE~, E sq. 

Proposed by Hon. P. Hnm·:. and seconded by Mr. J. J. FnANCIS. 

H. "C. JEFFRIE~, Scc1'etarg. 
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.Vo. 1450. CoLONIAL SECRETARY's 0r-'I:'l9E, 

HoNGKO~G, 19th September, 1887. 

Sm,-With reference to your letter of the 17th instant, I am directed 

by the Officer Administering· the Government to acquaint you, for the 

information pf the Chamb~r, that His Excellency will have great pleasure 

in appointing· provisionally, and su~ject to Her M(\jesty's pleasure, l\Ir. 

ALEXANDER P .HMBR l\IAcEwEN to be an Un-official 1Iember of the 

Leg·islatiye Council.-! have, &c., 

FREDEIUCK STEW ART, Acting Colonial Sec1't!larg. 

H. U. J EFFRTES, Es1h Sem·etary, 

.1..Y<J. 74.;. 

liONGKO!'iG GENEHAL CHA)!BER oF CmnrERCE. 

N. 
:;HA:s'GH.-\.1 GENEtiAL CHA)IllER OF co~DIEUCE, 

1-:iHANGRAI, 22nd JYovembe1·, 1887. 

Sm,-I have the honour to hand you herewith copy of a letter from 

this Chambet· to the Doyen of the Diplomatic Body at Peking, on the 

subject of the alleged Convention between the existing Cable Companies, and 

the Chinese Go,·ernment. 

I shall be glad if your Chamber will aid us with their support, in 

objecting to an arrangement which if carried out would be prejudicial to 

the interests of the Mercantile community of China.-! have, &c., 

E. H. LAVERS, Cltaimum. 

To the Clwirnan, . 

Copy. 

HoNGKOXG GENERAL CHA;\IBER OF CmDIElWE, Hox<>KONG. 

SHANGHAI GENERAl. CHA)IllER .oF CoMMEncE, 

SHANGHAI, 1st November, 1887. 

SIR,-The attention of the Committee of this Chamber has been drawn 

to announcements in the Local Press to the effect that a Convention is in 

progress between the existing European Telegraph Companies and the 

Obinese Aut horities which in their opinion if carried out will seriously 

affect the Mercantile communities at the various Treaty Ports and although 

the Chamber is not in possession of any official information on the subject 
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there is good reason to believe that there is sufficient ground for the state

ments to warrant our addressing you on the matter and asking you to bring 

it to the notice of your colleagues befo1·e matters have reached their 

maturity. 

It is understood that the Convention in its essence is a mutual agree

ment between the Foreign Telegt·a.ph Companies and the Chinese that there 

:shall be no lowering of rates between this and Europe and th1s in itself is 

an interference with the freedom of trade which should not be under the 

coercine control of any one Company or Syndicate of Companies. 

Further than this it must be pointed out that if this Convention come 

into force it will be a precedent applying to all Chinese lines and the hopes 

of the establishment of a new and cheaper route by the South and through 

Burmah will have to be abandoned. 

It is not at present necessary to go into details as to the treatment 

whicn the East has received from the Telegraph Companies in former years 

but one notable instance may oe mentioned viz. the adoption of the word 

system, which while affecting to be a boon to the public was in reality in

creasing the cost of each word by 60 % as the Telegraph agents previously 

did the work for $1.20 whereas the Telegraph lines undet· the new arrange

ments charged $2.00 and it appears that to give the existing Companies the 

power by a coalition to prevent a reversion to the lower rates which com

petition might bring about, is a step which should be very gravely con

sidered affecting as it does the whole of the foreign Community in the 

East. 

In these days the use of the Telegraph has become a necessity in all 

business operations and the present charges are a very heavy tax, while 

much of the business which under the old regime would allow of the use of 

lines has now to be abandoned as the cost is greater than the operation eau 

bear. 

i shall be glad therefore if you will use your influence to prevent the 

ca.rqing out of any such arrangement which the Chamber is of opinion 

would prove a serious obst.:1.cle to trade and an injury to the Foreign Com

munities generally.-! have, &c., 

E. H. LA VERS, Chairman. 

Hi~ Excellency M. VON BRANDT, 

H. L G. J}f.'s Envoy E :vtrMrdinary and 1~Iinister Plenipotentiary 

and Doyen of the Diplomatic Body, Peking. 
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HoxGKONG GE:-<ERAL CHA)IBER oF CoMMERCE, . 

HoNGRONG, 9th Decembe1·, 1887. 

SrR,-I have the honour to ackuowledg·e the receipt of your letter 

dated the 22nd ultimo, inviting this Chamber's co-operation in support 

of the communication addressed hy the Shanghai General Chamber of 

Commerce to the Doyen of the Diplomatic Body at Peking, with reference 

to the alleged contemplated Convention between the existing Foreign Tele

g·raph Companies and the Chinese Government. 

The Committee of this Chamber have fully considered the observations 

pnt forward in your letter, aud are cle:u·ly of' opinion that an earnest pro

test should pe made against the carrying out of any such combination which 

is likely to prove injurious to commerce in the East, and in reply to you!." 

letter, I am desired to furnish yon with the following· copy of a resolution 

unanimously passed at a meeting· of the Committee held on the 3rd instant, 

to consider this subject,-
, 

Resolved,-" That this Committee view with considerable alarm the 

rumoured neg·otiations that are said to be pending, for the com

bined working· of the several l<'oreig·n Telegraph lines with th~ 

Chinese Telegraph Service, the o~ject being· to prev.ent the healthy 

competition between these various undertakings which is ver,y 

essential to commerce, more particularly as the arrangement, 

should it come into force, will form a most stringent monopoly. 

For the rig·ht of landing· Cables on Chinese territory being· within 

the control of the Government of China, the rig·ht will be exercised 

to prevent the competition of any opposing enterprise, which, unde1· 

ordinary circumstances, probably would be started to neutralize 

the effects of what mig·ht be termed a simple monopoly. 'fhat this 

Committee respectfully urg·e upon Her Britannic 1\f~j esty's .Mi

nister at Peking·, the necessity that exists to prevent, by every 

possible means that may lie in his power, the consmnmatiou of a 

Convention that is said to be pending." 

I may add that n copy·of the above resolution will be forwarded to Her 

Bvitannic Majesty's Minister at Peking· and to the Executive of this Colony. 

-I have, &c., 
P. RYRJE, Chairman. 

E. H. LA \'Ens, Esq., Chairman, 

:-iHANGHAl GENERAl. CHAMBER OF CO:Ill\IERCE. 
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llONGKO)(G GENERAL CHA)WER OF CO)DIERCE, 

HoNGKONG, JOt!t December, 1887. 

SIR,-Adver·ting to yom letter dated the l:ith July last, and by direc

tion of the Committee of this Chamber, I have the honour to fot•wm·d, for 

the infor·mation of' His Excellency the Governor, copy of this Chamber's 

letter of the 9th instant addr·essed to H .B.M.'s Minister at Peking· on the 

!>u~j ect of the allep;ed contemplated Convention between the existiug Ca bl~ 

Companies and the Chinese Government.-! have, &c., 

H. U. JEI<'FRIES, See1·etm·y. 

The Hon. F. STEWART, LL.D., Colonial Secretm·y. 

HoxnKOXG GENERAL CHAMBER OF CoMliERCE, 

HoNG KONG, 9tlt Decembe1·, 1887. 

Srn,-The Shang·hai General Chamber of nommerce, has forwarded to 

this Chamber, copy of n. communication addressed to the Doyen of the Di

plomatic Body at Peking·, relating· to an allege<l contemplated Convention 

het'ween the Chinese Government and the existing Foreig·n Teleg·raph Com

panies, a matter which it is hardly necessary to remind Your Excellency is 

of vital importance to the mercantile communities in the Far· East. 

Althoug·h the terms of the proposed Convention have not been made 

public, there are grounds for apprehending· that the operation of the new 

armug·ement would be attended with i~jurious results and especially would 

press very seriously on the Commercial public who are the largest contri

butors to teleg·raphic traffic. 'rhm·eforc, in the opinion of the Committee of 

this Chamber any attempt, direct or indirect, to increase the burdens on 

t rade should be met with the strongest remonstrance, and I am desired by 

the Committee, who now avail themselves of the renewed privilege gt·:.mted 

the Chamber of corresponding· direct with Her Britannic M3:jesty's Repre

sentative at Peking·, to invite your earnest attention to the resolution passed 

at a recent meeting· held to consider this subject, and the Committee res

pectfully urge that Your Excellency may be pleased to exert your powerful 

influence to check the consummation of a scheme embraeing restrictions 

detrimental to the g·eneral public. 

The following· resolution was passed unanimously,-

Resolved,-" That this Committee view with consider·ahle alarm the 

rumoured neg·otintions that are said to he pending, for the corn-

....... 

[ k!) ] 

hined working· of tlH' ~everal Pot·cign T(•le~-raph lines with the 

Chinese Telegraph 8Prvice, the object lwitw to [>l'f' Vf·nt the heal tin· 
0 . 

competition between these various nndertakini-! ~ which is ver~· 

essential to commtn·ce, morp f1ill'ticularh· ns tiH' nnarw etuPnt, 
1"l 

should it come in to force, will form a most string·('ut mouopol:r. 

For the right of l:wrling· Cables on Chi tt·'~" tPnit.ory being· within 

the ooutrol of tlw Government of China, tht· rig-ht. will he ex.Pt·c i~ed 

to prevent the compt:>tition ofan.1· opposin~· H nterpt· i~P. which, nndt-t· 

ordinal"\' circumstaneN;; proh.lhl.'· would l>P . star i Pd to nputra liz<~ 
th(' t•fl'ects of what might, he trrmPtl a si mplP monopol.1·. That thi~ 

( '•:unnitteP respectfully urg·,, npon Her Bl'i tannio· :\[~jPsty's ~\li

nistet· at. Peking·, th:• neecssity that. exists to prevent, hy t' l'ery 

possible means that. may lie in his powet•, t.he consummation of a 

Convention that is Ha id to he penfli ng·." 
• 

P . RYR1E, Clwinnau. 

ltlis Excellency ~i r JOHN W ALSUAlf, 

H .R. :t/.'s ilfittister, Pf'llin,q. 

]\'o. 1.944. CoL<>NIAI. !-iECRETAHY';; OFFICE, 

HoxGKONn, 20tft D ecem!Je,·. 1887. 

::lm,-I have the honour, hy direction of His Excellency the Governor, 

tu aoknowledg·e the receipt of your letter of the LOth instant forwarding- a 

cop~· of thP Chamber's letter ot' the 9th instant addressed to H f'r Britannic 

l\Iujesty's Mini>"ter at Peking on the subject of tbr alleg·ed contemplatc>d 

Convention between the rxisting Cable Compani P-s and the Chinese Govern

ment.-! have, &c., 

I!'HEDERICK STEW ART. Colonial Serreta1"/l· 

H. V. ,JEFFRIES, Esq., S ec1·etm·y, 

No. 7.50. 

HONGKO!I'() GENERAL CHAMB ER OF co~ll\[ER('E. 

~HANGHAI GENEI{AL CHAllBEl~ OF UOl!MERCJo:, 

SHANGHAI, 20t!t D erembt•,·, 1887. 

::lm,- I have the honour to acknowledg·e the receipt of yom communi

cation of 9th instant advising· this Chamber· of the steps which have been 

taken by your Committee with reference to the proposed Convention between 

the TelegTaph Companies and the Chinese Governnwut. I beg- to thank 
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you for the promptness with which ~-oH havr Pndors!'d this CIJ::tmlwt·'s virws 

· with reg·::tr<l to tltP probabie PtfPct of such an art•ang·ement, and tlte mE'an>< 

you havr taken to conV<'_,. you t' opinion to rlw }liuisteriul Body nt PE'king. 

--l haVI', &c., 
E. H . LAYERS, Clwirnum. 

The Hnn. P. Hn:n:. Cl/(/irmrtu, 

.. Yo. 7/)r;, 

!lox<: 1' 41:\'1, (;EX E BA I. ('If.\ ~rtl EH <) F t'O~Dl I-: RCE. 

:--;lf\XI:H .\1 GE:s'ERAL CII.UIBEit OF co~DIEI!t'E, 

SHAN(HIAI, 2-nd Fehrum·y, 1888. 

Sm,- 1 have the honour to ha nu you for the information of your 

Chamber, copy of the repl_v from His Excellency 1YI. voN BRANDT, to the 

communication fl'Om this Chamber of 21st November last, relative to the 

rm~oured Telegraph Convention. 

As it ill now un<lerstood that the subjeet. of the cunespondence will not 

he proceeded with, there is no necessity to refer to it further. 'fhanking 

you for the assistance rendered by your < ~hamber iu endorsing the views 

e xprE'ssed by this botly.- I have, &c., 

E. H. LA YEHS, Chrtirm(m. 

lion. PmxE.\ 1': ·HY!oE, Clwinmd1, 

GENERAL CHA)IBEit oF Go,nmR<.:E, HoNGKONG. 

( Cop,1;.) PEKJN<. , 5t!t .Janum·y, 1888. 

SIR,- -1 h ave the honour to acknowledge the receipt of your lettvr 

dated November ::!bt, rPferring to the newspaper rumours on the subject 

of a Convention 111 pmgress between the existing European Telegr~tpb 

Compa nies a.nd the ( ~ hi nese Authorities as well a s to the apprehen~iou-: 

created Jw t he m amoncr tire members of the Chambe r of Commerce. . "' 
My colleagues a nd myself fully appreciate and share the wish expressed 

by the Chamber of Commerce that no monopoly oftelegraphic ·communica 

tion between China. and Europe or America should be created and tha t the 

tariff should be as low ~ts consistent with existing vested interests, but we 

regret that the Chamber should have adduced in support of their views 

more than one statement which by being far from exact, takes away from 

the value which under other circumstances an expression of the opinion of 

the Chamber would possess. 

........ 
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1\1y colleagues a.ud myself are alHo or opinion tbltt it "·,mid have 

facilibttPrlmatters in t his insbLIH:e a nd wonlu n ndouhtetlly t1o so i n fut ur e 

if the Chnmher instead of acting upon rumours w ~' L;lcl t;1ke the trouble t,~ 
a~k for inforumtion, i nformnlly, t hroug h t la'ir ('hairnHw , ll'hPrc it wns most 

likel_,. to get it; the universal courtesy with which the l'ha lllhtlr of Com

nH~rc,e has always heen met by the Foreigu Reprt'~<' ntatives ' ' ould seem to 

indicate such a proceeding not only as the most arlmutag•~ou s, but al:-;o ·as 

iiH' mm:t natnml one.- I have, &c. , 

.i\1. ,-. BHA~ f>T. 

E. ll. LA \"ERS, E~~i .. ('/wirmrtn t~( t!u· 

.. 

0. 

Proposed Britislt Trade Dollar. 

GH.umim OF Go~DIER('E, 

StNI:.H'OHF., 20t/, lh'cember, 1R87. 

DEAH Srn,-Heferring· to the correspondence which took place in June 

of this y<"ar bE'tween thr Hong·kon~· and Sing·aporE' Chambers of Commerce 

ou this subject: I now heg to forward, under spparate co,rer, fot· the inform

ation of yonr Chamhet·, a tew copies of a paper laid 1JeforP thE' Leg-islative 

l'otwcil of this Colony , which eonveys the views of the Lord~ of the 

Trrnsnry, the Secretm·y of Rtat<' tin· t hE' Colonies, t he :\Iustet· of the Royal 

Jlin t and of t he Directors of the Chart ered B ank of Iuclia Australia a nd 

China on t he proposal~ which emanated from thi~ Chamber. 

In fiwe of the decidedly ad verse opinion expressed by all tl1 •s<• au thori

tir~ . it Sl:'rms nsrless to pursue the mat ter fnrther.-I have , &c., 

ALEX. GENTLE, SecN' fm'!J. 

T/1(• sl'/'1't'tary, HON"OKONG GgN ERAL CHAMBER Ol•' ColBIERCE . 

HoN GK<>NG GENERAL CHAMBEH OF Cmnm ncE , 

HoNGKONo, 18tlt .Jamun:11, 1888. 

;)m,-I have for ncknowledg-ment )'om· lr tter of tl1e 20th nltirno, an d 

m r!'ply I am requested hy my Committee to thank you for your courtesy 

in f(n·warding·, for the information of the Members of this Chamber, copies 

of a paper laid before the Leg-islative Council of the Straits Settlements~ 
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coutniuinw tlw viPws of thl) Lords of the Treasury, the :-5ecretat•y of State 
" and other~, in rt1 t.hc pl'Oposed British 'l'rad" Dollar, and advising· that it ~~ 

not tl H~ intPntion of, our Chamher to take' fnrther action in this matter, in 

conseqm•ncP of tlw t~1lverse views held b:· the Home Authorities npou t his 

(jltt'stiou .- 1 lnlVl' . .\:r., 
II. U .• JEFF!HES, 81'crl'lary. 

P. 

Copy. (Tran~lation.) 

Removal t!f' prohibition ou Ea:porl of'lrou from thP Canton P1·ovince 

"}'filing Gazette" 1l1.8. Gth Pt!bruary, 1887. 

Chang Chic-tung, Governor-General and Acting Governor of K wang

tung, presents a memorial humbly praying that as an act of kindness to 

mercha.nt:s and others His Majesty will remove the existing prohibitions 

relating to iron. 

The memorialist has received a report from Wang Yu-tsao, ~;alt Com

missioner for l{wantung and Kuangsi, and Krto Ch'ung-chi, Financial 

Commissioner for Kwangtnng, in which they state that the export by sea 

of iron and ttrticles made of iron has been forbidden throughout the count.ry 

with the olJject of preventing the furnishing of supplies to pirates. But, 

they continue, now tl:mt the maritime restrictions have been removed, the 

general condition of a.f\'airs is very different from what it was formerly. 

Every year foreign steel and iron are imported from abroad to the amount 

of some tens of millions of c1ttties, guns, fire-arms, and other articles are 

bought by the million; and several millions of taels are spent in making 

payment for the same. The altogether one-sided character of thi:; trade is 

eminently unfair. Of late years great attention has been paid to mining 

affairs throughout the countl·y and the two chief staples are coal and iron. 

Canton iron is of unusual fineness and excellence, but the market for it is 

limited. Should any one wish to convey it to the coast ports for sale, he is 

hampered first by the cost of land transpo1·t and then by the illegality of 

shipm&nt by sea. The result is that foreign iron penetrates every where 

.. 
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and all the profit falls to its ~hare. Now that the Canton Board of mines 

is stimulating the energic~ of the people in the direction of m in in:; , the two 

Commissioners conceive it their duty to pray that the Memorialist will 

represent to His Majesty the advisability of removing tbe prohibition 

against the export by sea of iron and articles made of iron, the said goods 

paying, as is required by law, duty and likin at the port of shipment. 

The )lemorialist would obsPl'V<' that in Kwangtung· and Knaug-si, iron 

has long· been produced in l!lrg·c tptantities, hut the consumption of it is 

restricted by it~ rnnfinerneut to a nart·ow area. ~ ot only does foreig-n iron 

penetrate everywhere, causiug- a serious drain in the wealth of tlw country, 

but there is•an illicit trade, which cannot he entirely prevented, in the sm

·plnl' ~tncks of the local iron. Tltm: there ts merely one more obstacle' 

tlt r ull'u iu the way of the development of mining·, and one more sonrcr. nf 

profit lost to the merchants and manufi:tcturers. 

The :Memorialist would humbly recall the fact that, in the last mouth 

of the 9th year of His Majesty's reig·n, when he held the post of Governor 

of Shansi, in conjunction with Li Hung·-chang·, Minister Superintendent of 

Trade for the Northern Ports, he requested His Majesty to sanction the 

removal of the prohibition on the export of Shansi iron from Tit>ntsin by sea, 

which retlnest was n,pproved by Decree, aud according·ly Slmnsi it•o tt has 

now for several years been exported from Tientsin by sea to the three )Jan

churian p_rovince.~. The case of Kwangtung· and Kurmg-si is similar to tl!:tt 

of Sbansi. Moreover ut the present moment step:; are beiug- taken to <l!•

velop the mincml resom'Ct's of K waugtuug·, Ull!l it is in the inter, :-;t of private 

trade that the Commi~sioner:' reques t tlmt the precedent ma_v be f'l>llo,Yed hy 

rPmoving- the prohibition ag-ainst Pxportat.ion. 

Accordingly the :Memorialist would humbly pray that 111 order to 

encourage mining· enterprise and atl'ord profits to persons HJ trade His 

Maje~ty may be pleased to permit iron and articles of iron to he exportP1l 

hy sea for sale from Kwangtung- and Knang·si. 

'l'he )Jemorialist is addressing· the Boards of Revenue and Works ou 

this subject. J .. i Ping--heng-, Governo1· of Kuang·si, joins in the memorial. 

'11he Governorship of K wang'tung- is held by the Memorialist himself. 

Therefore a third name cannot be affixed. Re-script :-Let it be as 1'1'

quested. The Board concerned will take note . 
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T ranslated by 'l'. L. Th' r.LtH ' K . 

1\nTE.-I r apprttr:< fi·otu tlu• Cn,;tom:< Hetu t·u s that, .-;o tar u ~ tltP t rade 

in foreig·n Vfl"~ds i~ t'Ollt'o'l'JH'tl, the rt•mnval of tltP prohibit ion on tltl' ~>xport 

fi·om 'l'ien tsiu ha-: htltl ll (J Ptl't>et in CTo•at ing an tron export trndl'. Xo iron 

ot• irou war" wa-: PXpor!Ptl t ltroug·h tlt•' Forl'ig·n C:nstom~ f!'ollt ' l'il'n tsin in 

11::!8:), whilP a :<mnll tiltantit~· of nativt' imn-wtll'•' allll a lar)!.'<'l' a mott nt of 

foreig·n iron wa-; imported. 

T. L B ULJ,OCK. 
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MONTHLY SALES COMPILED BY CHAMBER OF 

llE~CHIPTION OF (lQOD~. 
h ;:::· I 
g E ~ ~ 
;=iS \ "' 5.. 

-------------------- ..:; __ ... __ ~ _.::._ 
COTTON YARN . 

:RO~IBAY.-:\o,; . 10@ 20.<., ........ ., .............. bale~ 

.EN<H.JSH,-No•. lH@ :! !.•:· ..................... .. 

No:;. :!M@ 32.~.. .... ..... ..... ......... .. 

No<. i!S@ ±2.<., .... .............. ...... , 

COTTON PIECE GOODS. 

GREY :-iHIRTINHti,-1i tb~., . .. ......... .... ...... .. piece• 

i ttJ~ ..................... .... .. 

8.± tll~ ........ . .... ..... ..... : .. 

9@ lOtb>.. ... . .. .. .... ..... .. 

WHITE f;RIRTINGS, 54 @ 56 reed. ... .. . ... .. . .. . ., 

;;s@ Ho , . ......... ... .. ,. 

64@ 61i .. .. ..... ....... . 

Book-fold~ <1.: Fine, ....... .. 

T- Cr.OTHS,--6 tlls. ( 32 in.), Ordinary,... ... .... .. 

7 tlls . (112 in.), Ordinary... .. ...... .. 

{} tlls. (112 in.), l\iexiean,. .. .. . .. .. .. 

7 tlls. (32 in.), .Mexicans. .. .. . .. .. , 

8@ 8.4 oz. (116 in.), ............... , 

Dtur.r.s.-Englioll, ±0 yarcls, 13;1 @ 14 Ius.. .. . , 

FANCY COTTONS. 

TURKEY HED SRIRTI~<GS,-2.4 @ 3 tlls., ..... . pieces 

BROCADJ::::;, - Dyed, ............. · · ........... · ... ... .. 

DAMASKS, . .. ........... .... ........ .. .................. " 

L'RINTZES,-Assortecl, ....... . .... ........... ·.. .. .. " 

YELVETS,-Blaek, 22 in ............... : .......... ... yard~ . 

YELVETJ;ENS,-18 in.. ......... ... .. .. ... .... . ...... " 

HANDKERCRIF.FS, Imitation Silk, ...... .. ....... dozen 

il,li20 

!1!3 

3,200 

2,700 

40,150 

5.350 

7,1;50 

68.836 

3,478 

3.r,oo 

50,200 

24,7±8 

1,500 

3,400 

1,500 

l ,ll:W l 
I ,16± 

152 

191; 

il.aio 

34,200 

4,±50 

18,569 

l 

3,850 

30,925 

8,9()0 

525 

880 

850 

168 

1,700 

la! 

2fi 

l ,fiOO 

4,200 

l8,400 

5,750 

840 

ll7.:ll)l 

13il 

70 

till 

5,590 

19,200 

3,400 

150 

21 ,090 

2,:-!60 11 , 7 50 

7,000 

9,000 

2.130 

1,280 

500 

48 

96 

14,37() 

8,817 

2,61(1 

200 

120 

r 
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COMMERCE DURING THE YEAR 1887. 

1 
- --- --

'rob\] 

for 1 1'.~7 . 

--- ---- ----· ·--- -·-- -----.. ---------
:!,lt.IJ 2,8iiii 2.10.') 

I in 1.3H l,(ili6 

1:17 llil I ,1151 

I ti .i lGO 85 

l.HOll 2,000 

G,!OtJ ·!,850 

ti,2ii0 <15,650 38,250 

~.tiOO 4,500 12,700 

2,800 

9,000 

4,():j0 

H,240 47,644 

2.025 3,500 

6.1!00 22,980 

1,550 

2,000 

6,250 

27,160 

9,819 

22,450 

1 ,02~ 

377 

(),900 

9,450 

2,650 

3,500 

26,400 

1,500 

13,650 

2,000 :i,250 18,878 21,050 

1,530 i\85 

3,000 5,880 

lOO 3,950 300 

250 

1,408 

199 

7!! 

350 

3,000 

900 

2,250 

12,500 

254 

1.2!!9 

1.862 

1U5 

145 

4,000 

23,280 

1,600 

750 

1,420 

400 

20,990 

4,005 

3,150 34,250 

2, i2il 

1,320 

4il8 

600 

1,750 

l!2,100 

3,750 

3,250 

1 ,000 

27,380 

1,000 

9,225 

18,250 

1.3771 

-lso I 
I 

1 H.i : 

199 

!!,:.WO 

4,200 

20,800 

1,000 

6,350 

250 

35,300 

4,120 

9,550 

1,400 11 ,150 19,900 33,000 

1,230 5,250 2,265 1,050 

2,450 1,680 3,540 

300 1,450 

200 4:>0 300 83,000 30 

20,400 

600 

1,000 

60 

600 18,000 

999 

1,680 

6,200 400 

2:t,or; I 

10,-128 

2,ti4H 

i,i\!)0 

5,0,290 

270,7110 

50,6ii0 

l4,9ii0 

13,064 

26,240 

i139.·i70 

8,·t8:~ 

50,{03 

1,500 

233,07.> 

164,1!\3 

21,021) 

22,<!10 

8,450 

1,750 

84,688 

73,070 

7,599 
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MONTHLY SALES COMPILED BY CH AMBER OF COMMERCE DU RING THE YEAR 1887,-(C'outiuued). 

----- .I ·---· 

~ 
;;; .8 3 ;.-. 

.:;) 

§ ea ..Q - ::: Total 
l>ESC'R ll'TI.O::\ OF ( i()()l)~. ~ :::: ....: .; 'I; .§ 5 = ~ :::: 

~ ;:: ~- § et ~ "' ;:; 

~ 
-.; ~ 

"a ;:s :::.. ::: "' for H~~7. 

~ ~ .-. ,.., ..., -:: 
., 

0 ~ ~ .,_ 

- - - ----- --- -·------- - --------- - - - --- - ----- --- ---- --- --- --- -----
WOOLLENS. 

i":PA>;It;H ~TRIPE,;,-:-;nndr~· ehop;. . ..... . .... picee:--. lila 984 :loll ilGO 1 ,.-.oo 40S ·Uili 

Ot.~I'UHlll . . ..... .. .. . . . .. ... . 4~0 4RO 1:!0 ;! ~(I 4RO u o (l()() ()()() 900 ii-10 .H O 5,2~0 

HAB l'l'. ){ED1D1 •'< BUO..I.ll ( 'L0 "1' 11:> . . . . ..• ••• . • 1\12 348 708 :l8S 22i :-18() fi ll 2.20!) 

Lo~<~ ELL,;,-!'!'nde t , ··············· . ............ 2,60\1 1 ,800 ... :2.600 200 200 2.300 !!,70(1 . 
Ao:.<urterl, .... ... .. .... .... .... .. .. ... 20 211 84.0 1.820 B,260 300 l.ll)O 7.31i0 

( tAlll..R'l'~: ......... . - . .. .......... .... .. .... ... ...... 2.820 2,100 590 100 121 1,910 ii20 !l70 2,740 1,770 2.<HO Hi. IS I 

LASTIXGS.-30 yards, 31 in .. A•>'ortcd, ......... :!00 300 lOO 1,780 2,320 2+0 220 !l:!O 790 5-1.0 7,4W 

0RLEANS,-l'lain ..... .. ....... .. .. ..... .. ... ......... 

BI-ANKE'rs.-1-1 {a: 1:! tl•~ .. .. .... .... ................. puir:< :-110 170 (120 ~..-.u 120 560 1 .600 1,225 a,45o 

RAW COTTON. 

Bo:un.\ y .K KUIUt.o\CHI::E . .... .... .. ............ ... .. bale~ 1.171 700 l) iiO ti ()O l)fiO 1,575 1,850 500 400 1,140 680 350 10,a2n 

liE:\(B.L '"' RA~WOON, .......... .. ··· ············ .. :l.aoo 3.000 2,100 :l.f>1Kl :!.200 4,600 4,700 6,900 4,700 3,100 2,500 2.500 42,100 

SHANGHAI, T t:NGCHOW. <X "l'II.XGPO ............. iiO :!00 ;!i',O 300 1,600 500 ·2,90() 

1\IADIIAS ........ . . .. .. ........ .. ..................... .. . . ., 10 60 70 

METALS. 

IRON,--Nail Hod, ......... .. ..... ..... . ........ .... .. piculs :HO 1,680 9,240 :J,a•;o 6,720 11 ,760 5,440 1,680 9,240 15,100 65,060 

Squnre, Flat Round Hnr, ··············· plcull l ,toO 420 Ei~O 1,496 850 { pcls. 4,506 
tOU8 11:. ton~ llii 

Swedish Bar, .. .. ........ ......... .... .. ... 
~40 840 

Small Round ,Rod, .................... .. .. 8! 0 lHO 

l Hoop, ................. ....... .. .. .. ............ Cdll . 1,000 1,200 420 { pcls. 2,620 
1o. 1,000 bdls. 1,000 

\Vire, ....... .. ......... . . ...................... CAlk!. 60 919 360 24 ~()() plcul" 3\0) 
144 { pcls. 2,027 

cnk• 200 cnsks 310 

Old Wire Rope, ............ .. ...... ........ p1culo 1,<00 500 J.:!UO 390 710 500 470 { pcls. 5 ,170 
~ons 2:; tons 2ii 

LEAD, L. B . .$· Co. anrl llole Cl10p, ....... ..... tons p1cula 3,110 plcul1 !:CO pieula&,u n 4,750 '1.202 plculs 7,G10 5,940 picull2,770 9,182 11,390 9,820 ton- 2,i05 ~ pcls. 64,714 
tons ( 00 too• 60 toDI 1~ 

ton~< :,0 tons 17~ , tons il,515 

YELLOW METAL,-Muntz, 16 @ 28 oz., ...... cases 40 175 

f { f 
( 485 

i Vivian·s, 16@ 28 oz., .... ,. " 
258 ll7 123 100 426 40 35 459 710 l 120 4,046 

Elliots, 16 @ 28 oz., ..... . boxes 148 100 290 420 

CO!lPOSlTlON NAILS, , .... . ......... ... ............. piculs 22 22 

t· 

lo.i.. J 
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MONTHLY SALES COMPILED BY CHAMBER OF 

I>ES('Hil'TTO~ OP U OO! l:'. 

METALS,- ( i•nti111ml. 

,JAPAN ( 'OPI'EH,--SJ ah~, ... . .. .. .. . . . . . . . . . .... . !Jiru], 

'l'ile~, . .. .. .. .. . .. .... . ... .... .. 

TIN . .. . . ...... . .. . . 

TIN l'L A'I' Ii>i ... . . .. .. . ....... . .. ... .. . ....... ... . . .... hox c.-

~·r .EEIJ, . • . • . • . . . . . • . . . . . . . . . . • •••... -.•.•.. .. . ... .. . . . ... ensc-s 

SUNDRIES & COALS. 

QUIC.-i:::HLVEll, . • . . . . . . . . . . • ... . . . • ... . . . .•.•. . . ... . fia~k.-

'VINDOW nLA~S. · · · ~· ·· · · · · · · · · · ·· · ··- " · . .. .. .... 1wxes. 

K~;HOt;l~NE OIL . .. . .. ... . .. ....... ..... . . ](} gallon ea"c' 

( 'OAL:--: .~canlitL . . . .. .... . .. . . . . . . . .... .. . .. . ... .. !on ,; 

Au,;tralian ...... .... ....... . ............. . .. ,. 

.Ja p;m, Tifkasima. (Large) , .. . ... ... . . 

(Dust), . . . . . . . . . . 

CHI N A, INDIA & STRAITS PRODUCE. 

HI CF.,- Saigou, . .. . ... . . .. . . . ..... ... . .. . . . . .. . . .. .. . . picnls 

Japan, ..... . ... .... .. . . .... ... ... .. ..... . .. . 

Sia.m , .•. . . . ... . . ..• . .. .. . . .. .......... . . ..... . . ,: 

SUGAR,-Whit e & Brown (Canton, Hoibow, l 
and !'hili ppines, . . .. ....... . .. .... f ,. 

SUGAR CANDY, . ........ . ... . ... ..... . .. .... . ........ . 

CAMPHOR,-Formosa, . . . .... .. ... .... .. ... .... .. ... . " 
Japan, .... ............. .. ..... .. .. .... . " 

l'EPPER,-~Vbite, .. ...... .................. . ........ . 

Black, 

SALTPETRE, . . . ............. ... .................... ... bags 

S.A.NDALWOOD,-Sydney, .. . .. . .... . .. ... .... ....... piculs 

West Australian, ....... .. .... .. ,, 

.100 

.)(I 1.i30 

1 ,1!10 l ,il!JO 

1.00 0 G.500 1,~00 1.1110 

lii.OOO 3G,OOU 

1,400 

ti ,SOll 

850 

1,000 l,UOO 

:U50 :?.] <)( ) 

~(){) 700 1.1)1111 

700 J .I lUll 

·123,500 538,900 t)il l ,:)I.JO 

!i,900 .;,600 3,100 

300 bag s i OO bng;~; l,l~J 
200 lJkts. 2,300 hkt'~-. J ,300 

picu ls 4!'JO picu l s .'J80 pchl . 600 picu l"' !!00 
t ubs 1,200 t u bs 300 tubs fiOO tub ~ iC.O 

3,500 

200 

50 

2,560 

190 

3,500 

240 

1.200 

I -

• 
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COMMERCE DURING THE YEAR 1887,-(Coutinued). 

-.,.-----:------.-- -. --------- - --

-,- Tot a~ -
:::;' fot' l :--: '- 7. 

·.r:. 
--- ---- ------- - ----------- - -------

1 ,50U , l_SUil 

J.OO!l 

1,2ii0 500 

l.SGO H.BOO 

:zu,noo 

(i, :j()(j 2,-140 

7.285 ii.iiOO 

\1,1!011 .i.800 

1-l,iiOO 

150 :WO 

1,000 

2.100 

li.OUO 

2,500 

} 
<!J iOO 

2.500 

200 3,100 

1,ili)() l,i)l)() 

10.930 

.J-. 100 

~ .ooo \) ,500 

·1-!8,200 609,000 182,000 257,200 11 77,700 2il8.9011 

;{,370 

40 

50 

2,976 

7,ii00 

900 

120 

530 

4,337 

4,250 

6i>O 

335 

155 

2,000 

il,WO 18,-ltiO 

100 tubs 300 

so 
330 

f> ,Oi6 

120 

350 

UJO 

10i; 

tons 165 

-1.400 

30 

575 

4,712 

280 

~()f) 

IUO() 

a,7no 

1,HOO 

~ .IilO 

1, 7(10_ 

~> I)() 

~uo 

:!,700 

J ,OO!l 7 , !)f)l ) 

2,(;00 J tlk~ . 1.<>.1150 
l pcl~. l.fJOO 

H,GOO ~ .;.:3 1 i0 

9,450 9!-I.!J\Jl) 

i3.000 :.! l.il W 

2,0110 il7,2:l:i 

4,50(1 11.000 { 
1 i .IIOO 

:l!l.:?nll 

I iKIJOO I Sfi.llOO 

2.i00 

bttglil 200 

50 

200 

3,905 

fiOO 

hA.gS 700 
bkts. 1,500 

20 

100 

1l.978 

1,800 

4.157.70(1 

{
bags 
bkts. 

J pcls. 
t tubs 

l' pcls. 
tons 

8,100 
9 ,600 
1.7011 
·iloo 
!1,(13() 
7.M!J · 

2,'ii0 

41.854 

2.ll''' 
t )IJO 

IG5 



J' f1' I 
-

\ ' 
[ 102 J [ 103 J 

' \ 

FORTNIGHTLY CURRENT QUOTATIONS DURING THE YEAR 1887. 

- - - --- ---- - - - - - ---· -
On r.ondon, L' l'i \' ll ll' Docn- On ., . Hold {:ol<l I Tt>lc-

Bank, Cr~dih. mcntary . l i'rance, On On Clean Bnr.-, Leaf. (!I'H phi<· 
QUOTATION~. -~ month~ -le month:< 1 month~ ~ month~ Homhay , Unk n tta . Bar Si lver. :-:.y<'CP. ) f<-xican !)8 lOO Trnu ... 

si~bt . ~i~bt . :-:igbt. ,;ig-ht. llemand. Dcmrnul. llollar,. 
touch . tone h . f'('J'. 

- - ---------------- - - ---------- - -- --- ----- ------ - --- - --- -- - --- - ·---- - - -----~---

For tnip:ut , cn<img 3ni .]:ll l\1 :11"~'· ••.•••• a ·~~ a {1 i!f{ ~ F<"<. U!l Rs 223~ R,; 2:.!31 9 J%prem. !li% pr!'m. ~% prm. ~30.20 ::;:n .t o :3 ili: 

l l>u., d o. lith .):unmry . ...... . a { ~ :3P :~.f.) F"<'~. {.:\1 ,U,;. 2:.!3 Hs 1!23 v:: R" ' .. .. s:3o.J o $31.10 B·l 
' ,, , . .. <' " • 

1)11 .. <lo. 3l't .lnuuary, .. .... . B .~f ~ H·-l~ a{~ fi'<'"· <l.:l!l Hs 220~ -Its :.!20 '1 H~ .. .. f\"' .. .. 7 .. $30.30 $31.30 a;!~ 

\ 

• " " 
u .... do. Hth f'!'bnmry, ······ a;:n 3 3~ 3-l Fe~. {.23 .Us 220~ l Rs :no~ U! R:f .. 1. ,. s ao.so M l.llo a aJ 

" 
., " " 

., 

I d o. 28th Fchmarr. 3.B~ a .al a:q )"(':;. { .1 i .n, 220J -R;;. :!2(J~ 91 Rl 1 S3LG.~ :! ~~· ' 
Do., . ~ .. .. " 

.. , I .. 
" " " •'"- ·"· 

' 11:n li'<·s. •1.07 
Do., do. 14th Mm-d1, .... ..... ::1· 2~ 3,"2 ~ I I,; :!20! .«.; 22llf !!~ .. ~~ I ,. :-;31.55 $32.50 H11 :1 

I 
q , . ,. ,. 

Do,, do. 28th -~{arch, ······ ··· 3/lt 3J2 A 3 2+ F<"•. +.0.) -Us· 220~ -·~- :l:!O~ !J~ .. 8~ 1' ::;31.85 $32.80 :111 ~ , . ,. • 
Do .. rlo. 11th April, ..... . ...... Hfl f a11t 3; 1 ~ Fe~ . a.96 n,. 221~ Rt> :l2q ~l~ 

" 
,. S ·l < 4 .. .. 1" • .. SHI.95 ~32.90 :i(l·: 

' 1)\). , <lo. 21st April, .......... . . 3flJ H/1 ~ 3-1 ~- .Fe<. 3.9i Rs- :!21) Rs- 2:!0 9~ s~ 1-:· $31.95 $32.90 :1 Ll~ 
j 

.. . , .. ., .. 
" 

1)(1,. do. 4th "Mny ............ . Hfl t 3 '1 'I 3,1 ~ Fcs. 3.9<'\ .us- :!22~ l{,; 22:.!~ 10 .. 8~ 1 ' .. .. $31.90 $32.8.; 3. I 

l 
. ,. 

" " I 

D(• .. do. 18th l\Iay, . . ...... . .. .. 311~ az :-1:2~ l•'cs. 4.00 -R& 222~ n, ~~2~ 10 S.i O .. I $3J .80 $3:!.75 3 1-' ' .. .. ,, .. ., , I 

Do .. do. l~t .Tnne, ... .. ....... 3:1t 3 ~ ~ 3! 1 ~ Fcs. 3.96 fu,. 221l It;;- :.!2 1~ 10! ,. ., 9~ .. .. 1' • .. ,. >i31.85 S32.80 3 I 

Do., do. 15th Jnne, ........ .... 3_il ~ 3-2 a;z~ Fcs. 3.99 Rt;. 2:11~ .n,. t2H 1 0~ !!k q .. $32.15 $3:UO a 1 ,! 

I 
,. 

" 
., 

" 
, . 

Do., do. 29th .Tnne, ............ 3.·2~ 3, 2~ 3(2~ Fes. 4.0n R& 2:.!3{ R& :?2:{~ l O" 9 ,. 1 .. ~32.15 $33.10 3 1:: 
" " 

,. n " 

I Do., do. 13th .July, . ........ .. ,. 3'1! 312 32 Fes. 4.01 ~ .. 223f !M:;. 223f 10 .. R~ 7 .. $32.10 $33.05 3 I~ ,. 
" " " 

,. 

Do .. d o. 27th .July . .... ......... ;l i2 3 •) I 312-: Ft's. 4.01 U& 223~ Rs- 223~ 10 ~~ :1 832.05 $33 .00 ;I_ I ~ . -· .. , . .. .. .. ,. .. 

Do., do. lOth Aup:n~t, . ........ aJZ:t atz ~ 112~ ~'c~. 4.0H -R& 222~ Rt;. 2:!2~ 10 
" t ~ ii~- .. ~ .. .. $31.95 $32.95 11·11 

I n o .. do. 2+th Angu~t . .... .. . . . a12t !-\ :'~~ az:: Fcs. 4.0H -R& 222~ ·R& 222~ 10 S·;! ~ " 
$31.90 $S2.8rj :n 

" 
, " " 

I Do., rlo. 8th September, . ... 3;2j~ 3 2~ 3.'1 Fes. 4.10 .Jts. 222! Rs· 222! 1 0~ St 1 S31.65 $32.GO 3 :!-l 
" " " " ';! " " 

Do., do. 22nd ~eptember, .... 1lj2 ~ 3 '2~ a_ z~ Fcs. 4.10 Rt;. 2U -R& 224 lOt " " 
S T .. ,. 

" ~ " 
,. $31.55 $32.50 3 ·) 

\ Do., do. lOth Odohcr, ... .' .. . .. 3i2~ 3,2f :~ ·3 Fcs . <1.12 R& 22~· :fu;. 225;j- 9-k ,. 
" 8~ " " ! ., ., $31.55 $32.f0 :~ 2! 

JJo., do. 24th October .... ... ... 3!2~ a ~1 3 •) ·' 
~ - u Fe~. 4.08 -R& 224! -R& 224~ 9~ " " 8! " " t ,, " 

$31.50 $32..15 il,' I~ 

Do., do. 7th N"uYembcr ....... a 11~ a ·2~ il, :!~ Fe.<. 4.03 Rs· 224~ R!J. 224! l Ot " " 
9 

" " ; " " $31.85 $32.80 a . I ~ 

l>u., d o. :.!l;.t N<•VCl\lbcr, ..... . 31lt 3 '•). . -. 3 ·~1 Fe~ . 4.03 R&- 223t Rs- 223~ 10 
" 

,, Si ,. ., ! " .. $31.90 $32.85 il_l,: 

Uo., d o. iith Dt·remher .. ..... ll/1 ~ ·3'2 H;!~ Fcs. 4.02 Rs- 222~ R& 222~ 9~ 8~ ~ .. $31.95 $32.!10 :~ l l :f . 
" 

., 
" 

,. " 
Do .. do. 19th Decem her, ...... 3f2k '~: '2~ 3 2~ Fe~. 4.0ii & 221 ·ll& 221 9: ,, 

" 8~ " " 6~ " 
,. $32.05 $33.00 3 1* 

- ---

j 

. ....... 
~' 
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TH.bl POSTjyiASTER GENERAL'S REPOR'l' . 

----
GENEit AL Pos·r OFFICI>, 

HoNGKOYG, Jonnary 3J·cl, 1888. 

Sm,- I have the honour to report on the British P ostal Service in 

Hongkong and China !luring 1887. 
2. There is not much to record, nor indeed, as far as Houg kong is 

concerned, can there be mu~:h in the way of progress to record until the 

Department ceases to be cramped by a. wholly inadequate building. Th•· 

limits of development of the service in the existing structure have been 
~ 

fully reached, nor C<tn any marked improvement of organisation be expected 

until room i:; provided for <t larger staff and more extended operations. 

E conomy of space has been carried so far in the Hongkong Post Office 

that ~any modification of detail which necessitates a shelf, a small table, 

or indeed any place to put anything, has become all but impossible. If 

the space required is more than a few feet, such a modification is quite 

impossible. 
3. H ow little the staff of the Post Office has grown with the growing 

necessities of the service may be seen from the following statement of 

the Honglcong portion _ of the staff of this Department, in 1875 when the 

present writer took charge of it, and in 1887, respectively;-

1875. 

Hongkong Sta.fJ' only. 

1 P ostmaster General. 

1 Assistant do. 

1 Accountant. 

1 Money Order Clerk. 

2 Marine Officers. 
2 Chinese Assistants for Marine Officers. 

6 Clerks. 

o Senior Chinese. 

6 Postmen. 

8 Coolies. 

4 Boatmen. 

35. Total salaries 820,400. 
= 

.. 

l 
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1887. 

Honglcong 8tc~(t" only. 

1 Postmaster General. 
1 Assistant do. 

1 Accountant. 

2 Money Order Clerks. 

3 Marine Officers. 

2 Chinese Assistants for Marine Officers. 
7 Clerks. 

3 Senior Chinese. 

7 Postmen. 

6 Coolies. 
4 Boatmen. 

--
37. Total salaries $22,740. 

---

. 
,, 

4. It appears from the above that during twelve yeat·s there has been 

a.n increu.se in the Staff of two persons, and in the annual expenditm·e of 

82,340, or not quite $200 a month. This increase is more than accounted 

for .b! the extra money order clerk, by a clerk for parcels, and by the 

a.dditlOnal Marine Officer. This latter appoint.ment was necessitated, not 

b~ an increase in the w01·k, but because it was found to be, in conjunction 

With the travelling and constant change of climate, too severe for only two 

officers. Two Marine Officers died at their posts. Even with three, one of 

whom is always doing three months shore dutv, the strain on health i s 
very perceptible. 

5. This slight inct·ease in the personnel of the Department . obtained, 

as is a lways the case, with the greatest difficulty, has been nothi~g like 

sufficient to keep pace with the growing wants of the community. Nearly 

stagnant from 1865 to 1875, this Colony in the latter year took a fresh 

departure, and has been increasing steadily eve1· since. Steamer traffic 

grows evm·y year, new Ports ha-ve been opened in our neighbourhood, new 

mail lines have been established. The French Packets, which in 1875 

brought ten or twelve half-empty bags of correspondence, now bring from 

ninety to a hundred full ones, our largest inward mail in fact, which, un

fortunately, necessarily arrives unsorted. In 1875 we had Money Order 

relations only with the United Kingdom, and the duties were attended to 

hy a clerk who was expected to perform his fnll share of ordinary Postal 

. ...... 
---------------------------------~- -~--------------------------------_j 
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work as well. Now we exchange Money Ord~rs with nearly all the world, 
and the duties are discharged, with daily increasing difficulty, only by the 
continuous attention of two clerks, who have to be detached from all other 

duties. Parcel Post has been introduced within the last two years, and, 
whilst it is most useful and successful, it forms a serious addition to the 

general work of the Ofnce, and to the daily demand for more space. The 
total number of letters, papers, &c., passing through the Hougkong Post 

Office in 1875 probably fell short of 900,000. The total for 1887 is esti
mated at 2,200,000. The work of the Department is only got through, and 
that with extreme pressure and difficulty, by long and severe hours of duty, 

by excessively hard w01·k, and by the superior officers joining in manual 

labour which, in most other places, would be performed by men at twenty

five shillings a ;veek. 

6. But it is when the Chinese Staff of the Office is considered that it 

is se'!ln how completely inadequate is the provision of hands, in comparison 

with the work t.o be done. In the Local or Municipal Post Office of 

Shanghai, which undertakes nothing but the reception and distrib.utiou of 
local correspondence, and of that exchanged by steamer with certam Ports 
immediately corresponding with Shanghai, the work is carried on by the 

foll~wing Chinese staff under the superintendence of two Europeans:-

3 Senior Chinese. 

17 Postmen and Coolies. 
2 Rickshaw Coolies. 

4 Boatmen. 

26 

The Municipal Post Office at Shanghai is one of seven Post Offices by 

which the correspondence of that Settlement ie dealt with, and it is 
furnished with twenty-si:t Chinese. The Hongkong Post Office does the 
whole of the Postal work of Hongkong, inward, outward, and local; pre

pat·es and passes Qn the mails for all China and Japa~; acts as a cen:re 
between those countries and the Straits, India, America and Australia; 
sorts both the English and French mails for Shanghai; and is furnished 

with twenty Chinese. The amount of correspondence passing thro~gh 
Shanghai may be taken, with fair accuracy, to be about half of that passmg 

through Hongkong. The whole Postal work of Shanghai is performed by 

\' [ lOi J 

13 Europeans a.nd 48 Chinese, that of Hongkoug by 17 Europeans and 20 
Chinese. Mot·eover the only two really heavy mails for Shanghai are sorted 
in Hongkong. 

7. The Municipal Post Office at Shanghai eR-n, naturally, establish 

hourly deliveries, and effect them with great regularity and satisfaction 
to the public. The H ongkong Post Office effects with difficulty three 
deliveries a day, with an extra delivery after dark when necessary ; and, 

when there is a rush of either inward or outward mail work, delivery has to 
be suspended altogether, the services of the postmen who should go out 
with correspondence being indispensable indoors. 

8. The, directions in which the organisation of the Hongkong Office 
should now be developed are these:-

(a.) The improvement of local delivery. 

(b.) The collection of correspondence from steamers, and a quicker 

lauding of contract mails, by means of a steam-launch 
belonging to the Department. 

(c.) An enforcement of the monopoly of the Post Office with 

regard to outward correspondence, more particularl.v 
Chinese. 

The third of these has been waiting for time and opportunity, but the othet· 

two are absolutely dependent on the provision of a larger building. Local 

delivery cannot be improved without a Chinese staff at least double of what 
we have at present. There is not room in this building for a single addi
tional Chinese. Instead of adding to the existing overcrowding, it should 

be abat ed. And it is worse than useless to collect correspon.~..! nce from 
steamers unless there are the means of delivering it at least as q uicldy as 
the steamer agents can deliver it themselves. Similarly, this Department 

could not work a steam-launch to advantage without two Europeans to 
relieve each other in the duty of boarding vessels on arrival. They would 

have to live on the premises, for which no ingenuity could arrange in the 
present· building. I n fact almost every attempt to improve the service in 
any way is blocked by the same condition, more 1'00'11L 

9. To fully develope the internal Postal service of this Colony there 
will be needed ere long four small sub-offices, viz., one at the east and one 
at the west end of the town, one at Kowloon and one at the Peak. Pillar 

boxes will also have to be established at convenient spots on the routes 
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leading to these suburbs. All this would pay its own expenses and more, 

but it is useless to attempt it without a sufficient central staff to r eceive 

and distribute the correspondence. 

10. International Statistics, to regulate the payments for sea n.nJ 

territorial conveyance of mails during tb1·ee years were taken during the 

first twenty-eight days of November, and, so far as is known up to this 

date, with regularity and success. 

ll . The date at which this Report has to be sent in makes it impos

sible to detail the Revenue of the Department for 1887, which will not bP 

definitely ascertained for some months to come. Probably, however, 

there will be some improvement on the Revenue for 1886, w~ich was as 

follows;-

Gross Revenue, 188G, ... ... . ... . ........ .. .. . .... ...... .... .............. $134,734.72 

ShaN of United Kingdom, ... .. ............... ... . . ..... . ....... ... ...... $78,379.82 

Share of ot.her countries, 

Conveyance of Mails, .... .... .. .... . ... .... .. .. . .. .... .. .... . ... .. ...... . 

7,8fi5.91 

6,973.12 

33,1 86.4!1 

8,37!1.38 
Working expenses, .. . .. . 

Balance, ........ . .. . ..... ... . 

$134,734.72 

12. We have ceased to expect a profit on the working of the Post 

Office. That there IS still a balance to the good is mainly due to tlw 

P arcel Post. During the year the following parcels have been dealt with 

(not including local parcels, of which no separate account is kept.) 

Inwa1·d. Outwa1·d. Total. 

By P. & 0. Packet, .... .. ...... 5,J95 3,831 9,026 

By German Packet, ... ... . .. . .. 215 166 381 
-- -- --

5,410 3,H97 9,407 
------ --- -

13. The largest Parcel Mail was that despatched on November 8th, 

the Christmas Mail, by which 329 parcels, weighing 63llb. net were for

warded. The next la1·gest was that despatched on November 22nd, the 

New Year Mail, by which 265 parcels, weighing 487lb. net were for

warded. The largest inward Parcel Mail consisted of 408 parcels, weighing 

892lb. 

n 

[ lOD J 
14. Two parcels werd confiscated tn London, one fot· containing re

prints of books copyright in the Uniteu Kingdom, the other for cont~1ining 
cigars which it was attempted tu smuggle under a false declaration. The 

cigars were addressed to a b<ly, probabl.v to divert suspicion of the rPal 
nature of the contents of the parcel. 

15. The exchange of Parcels with the Continent by German Packet is 

steadily though slowly inc!·easi!!;. At ii!·st ou!,\· four or fivP. rn.rr'Pls wm·e 

sent or received by each mail, now the average is about twenty. A box 
containing eight parcels was lost in the Ode-r. 

16. The reduction of postage on coast and local parcels effected some 

time since has been the means of attracting a considerable business in the 

transmissWn of such parcels, which are now carried at five cents a pound 
including Registration. 

17. It is hoped ere long to have Parcel Post anangements in force 

with the pxincipal Austt·alian Colonies. The Victorian Government, wlaich, 

as controll ing the P. & 0. line from Melbourne t.o Colombo, is the fit·st. to 

be consulted, has accepted the proposals of this Office, and it is hoped that 

the system may be at work within two or three months. An exchange of 

parcels hy the direct Torres Straits steamers was proposed to Queensland, 

but the internal legislation of that Colony does not permit of its adoption. 

18. A direct exchange of Parcels with Can~ula vi;'\. Vancouver has also 

been proposed. The Canadian Post Office replied that when the mail serviee 

between Vancouver and Hongkong has been pnt on a permane11t. footin g 
the question will be considered. 

19. It has been shown m paragraph 12 that exclusive of local ex

changes, 9,407 parcels passed through this Office in the course of the year. 

Although the contents of many of these wet•e of considerable intrinsie 
value, no parcel has been lost, nor has any local parcel been lost.* The 

reason is not far to seek. Although parcels are not technically considered 

as Registered Articles, yet practically and to all intents and purposes, they 

<we Registered. Persons who talk "the stuff that makes one sad and 

almost sick," as to how they never register their letters, "it o., J.,. "Pl'""'> tu 

call attention to them," would do well to consider the fact that upwards of 

nine thousand parcels, often containing such objects as watches, rings, 

bracelets, &c., with the contents and value marked on them, have been tt·aus

mitted safely under Registration during the year, whilst it is believed that ' 

'" Eleven Registered Letters are believed to have been destroyed by an explosion on 
board the Ftwmosa on December 26th. 

' l 

. ......... ' 

~------~----------------~------~ ----~--------------------------------~ 
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nearly overy letter containing such objects and posted without Registra

tion has been stolen, not necessarily here, nor even necessarily in the Postal 

service, but still stolen, son1ewhere. 
20. If it were as possible to prPveut the sending of unregistered money 

letters through the Post as it is to prevent the sending of umegistered 

parcels, lettet· stealing would disappear. It is kept up and pet•petuated by 
the persons referred to iu the last paragraph, who not only do wrong 
themst>lves, but also persuade others to do so. If only money lt•tters were 
stolen, the senders might well be left to roap the consequences of their 

own carelessness, but unfortunately the letters of innocent people are 

stolen on the chance or on the supposition that they contain money. 
21. It may be questioned whether the detective measures taken by 

many Postal Administrations in the way of sending test letters and laying 
other traps for Post Office thieves do not do more harm than good. Every 

time<-a letter-carrier is convicted, the public begin to think that now, at 
last, they may send money letters with safety. They are soon undeceived. 
So far at least as Post Offices where the subordinates are Chinese are con

cerned, it will NEVER be safe to send money or valuables through the Post 

unregistered, and it is believed to be at once the kindest and the justest 

course to avoid any useless show of an attempt to make it so. Such 
attempts only foster a disastrous illusion, and intensify the evil they are 

intended to cure. To countenance the promiscuous sending of money 

letters, and yet attempt to put down thefts by detective measures, i~ like 
planting a noxious weed, and then snipping at it with scissors. Tbe public 
have it in theit· power to cut the weed at the root by ceasing to send un

registered money letters. It is believed that the refusal of this Department 
to make any enquiry into alleged cases of theft of unregistered money 
letters has reduced that class of correspondence very considerably. If 

these remarks should deter one additional person f rom sending money in 

unregistered covers they will not have failed of theh· object. And, if they 

do uot deter him, the loss of his money very speedily will. 
22. As it appeared doubtful whether the direct route vift Aden for 

col'l'espondence for the South African Colonies was working as satisfactorily 

as formerly, experiments were made by the despatch of test covers, as to 

the real time occupied in transit. The result was as follows:-

Via London. 
To Cape Colony, . . . ... . .. . .. . .. ... . . . ... ... .. 50 days. 

To Natal, ... ... .. ... . ............... . ........... 57 days. 

Via Aden. 
76 days. 
69 days. 

• 
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Correspondence for these Colonies is therefore now forwarded ex
-clusively hy way of .London. 

23. In :view of the inconvenience caused by the departures of the 
steamers of the Pacific 1\fail Company and Occident<tl and Oriental Steam

ship Company on the same days as the Mails for Europe, the two Com
panies promised that they would, in arranging their Schedule for the pre

sent year, do all in their power consistently with the rules they have found 
it necessary to observe, to avoid a repetition of this conflict of dates. The 
good offices of the Companies have been so far successful that, in their 

Time Table for the first half of this year, the~e are only two coincidences. 

24. It would be very desiro.ble if the occasional despatch of the 
German PJ.cket on the same day as the French Packet could also be 
avoided. It deprives the public of much of the advantage of a supple

mental opportunity to be obliged to make use of it within a few hours or 
not at all . . 

25. The outward French Packets now remain here only twenty-four 
hours, an arrangement causing a severe strain on the strength of this 

Office,* which has only a few hours of daylight to get the whole mail for 
Shanghai sorted and packed, amidst the numerous distractions always 
arising from the recent arrival of a contract mail. On one occasion the 

newspaper portion of the Shanghai mail was unavoidably sent up unsorted. 

That was on August 4th, a day on which three Contract Mail Packets left 
this Colony, and two were expected to arrive. Fortunately one arrival did 
not take place till the following morning. 

26. It is feared that, under the new P. and 0. contract, the stay of 
the outward Packet here will also be only twenty-four hours. 

27. If the sorting of mails for Shanghai is to be continued under those 

circumstances, some reinforcement of the staff will be inevitable, but this 
is a subject which can be well considered when the question of the sur
render or otherwise of om· Post Offices in China to the Chinese Govern

ment is settled. No decision on this point has yet been arrived at by the 
Imperial Government. 

28. It will be necessary to make provision for a re-organisation of the 
Amoy Post Office in case we retain the control of it. It is impossible to 

-continue worldng it much longer in its present under-manned condition. 
--------------------------------------------

"'. On ~hl:is1mas day the cler~s in charge of the Shanghai mail were at work from 2 
P.M. till m1dmght, and were repmrcd at 7 the next morning for the ordinary work of the 
<>ffice. · 

I 

. ' 

. ........ 
----~---------------------------- ~----~-----------------------------J 
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'rhe duties of the Posta.l Agent at Amoy depend upon the incessant and 
constantlv increasi11g steamer traffic of that Port, and hRve been much 
added to by the establishment of direct steam communication between 

Amoy and Manila, and hetwecn Amoy and Batavia. 
~teamers leave Amoy on the Rverage every three days. 

For Manila alone 
The Po:;tal Agent 

has, during the past year, collected and accounted for Revenue to the 
amount of $9,403.60. He has sold $7,837 worth of stamps. He has des-

paLclleU 5,~53 RtJ~ls t,-t \~ l I.c~~v~·;; W~i -~~ rcc~1.'rnd 4,831, making- a total of 

10,184 Registered articles, ev~ry one of which needed individual attention 
and necessitated several entries in books, &c. This gives an average of 

28 Registries each day, including Sundays, but sometimes as many as 125 
Registered Articles will be despatched to Manila by one steiuner. The 

Agent has dealt with 325 parcels, and has sold P ostal Notes to the amount 
of $1,312. He has dealt, without any assistance except that of two Chi
nese·· who cannot read English, with over 200,000 art.icles o.f ordina1·y 

col·respondence, say 550 per day, Sundays includecl. His Office is the 
point of distribution for Ta.msui, Kelung, Ta.iwanfoo, and 'l'akao, the 

service of which places involves much correspondence and attention to 
detail. It can scarcely be thought that S40 a month is a sufficient salary 

to pay a gentleman, who has other duties to attend to, for the amount of 

work, responsibility, watchfulness, and care, involved in keeping up such 

an Office as is described above. ~ll through the year, we have been con
tinually on the verge of a deadlock at Amoy eaused by the not unnatural 

reluctance 0f officers of t.he Consular service to undertake a post the work 

of which is out of proportion to the pay. Only by the good offices of 
H . M . Consul in prevailing on members of his staff to take the duties as a 

personal favour to himself has such lt deadlock been prevented. If the 

Amoy Office continues to be worked from Hongkong it is hoped that i ts 

complete reorganisation will be allowed. 
29. Arrangements were made, during t he year under report, to induce 

a more general prepayment of the correspondence which it is the custom 

to send here b.v steamers outside the mails. The measures taken were 
necessarily of a stringent kind, hut it was intended to relax them as soon 
aR the end in view was attained. This was accomplished before the setting 

in of the inevit'l.lJ!e outcry, which had been all along foreseen by this 

Department ; and the sending of unpaid letters on board stea.mers was 
practically put a stop to, aml less stringent rules introduced, before any 

complaint was made. This Office, at any rate, is no longer periodically 

o I 
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flooded with 'd nupm correspondence, nor will the wholesale t ·a . . 
of SUCh t 'd ' Ic USUJISSIOn 

m par COI'respondeuce throu"'h the Post Le all d t b -o owe o e resume d. 

I have the honour to be 
' 

Sir, 

Your obedient Servant 
' 

A. LISTER, 

Postmaster Genera 1. 

The Hon. F R.EDERICK STEWAR·r, 

Colonial Secretary. 

~·c., ~·c., 

THE HARBOUR MASTER'S REPORT. 

HARBOUR. DEPARTllfENT 
' 

HONGKONG, 10th F eb1-ua1y, 18S8. 

Sr&,- I have the honour to forward the foil . A l · owmg nnua Returns for 
thrs Department for the year ending 31st Decembel', 1887. 

2. This being the last Annual Return it will be my d t t I 
th G I u Y o ma i:e to 

e overnruent, trust it will not be thou"ht out of pl t . 
f 

o ace o grve a short 
account o t he progress in Ship})ill" &c the C l h d . h o • ., o ony as ma e smce I 
ave held the Offices o,f Harbour Master, Marine Magistrate Em. . t . 

and Custom's Offic I . , ' Igia IOn 
er. was m the first instance, \vhile serving in the 

Royal Navy, temporarily em_ployed by the Colony from the 17th March to 
26th November, 1860; and m March 1861 I wa th . . d ' ' s, on e res1gna.t10n of 
my pre ecessor, permanently appointed to this Department. 

1 

I 

~--------------------------------------------------------------------------- ·-~~--.. ------------------------------------------------------------------------~~ 
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3. The Department when -I took charge consisted of the Harbour 

Master, three Clerks, and one Bmu-ding Officer, the annual tonnage of thfl 

Pot·t, exclusive of Junks, averaged about 878,135 tons, and the numbet· of 

foreign built ships entering the Port daily was about 5. 

4. The returns accompanying this report show the progress the Colony 

has made. 

Twenty-seven years ago ~teamers were the exception, and sailing-ships 

the rule, and previous to 1856, Junks went in and out of Harbour unno
ticed. The average tonnage of :t steamer then was ·very little over on<~ 
thousand tons, whereas now it is no uncommon thing to see three or fom· 

steam-ships in Port at one time each me<\suring from 3 to 4,000 tons a.ml 

upwards. 

' 5. The Regulations for the control of the Harbour had been in force 

since the Colony was created. My attention was soon drawn to this, and 

to the absence of, any means of providing for payment of fees for register
ing ships under the Merchant Shipping Acts, any Marine Court. to 

enquire into casualties at sea, any regulations for cargo-boats, and any 
board to grant Cm'tificatos of Competency to Masters and Mates in the 

Mercantile Marine. On these matters being brought to the notice of the 

Government, the following Ordinances, affecting these great interests, were 

framed and became law:-

No. 10 of 1860, regulating fees under Merchant Shipping Act, 

1854. 

No. 11 of 1860, to constitute Marine Courts of Enquiry. 

No. ].') of 1860, to regulate Cargo-boats. 

No. 17 of 1860, to constitute a board of examination for Masters 

and Mates. 

No. 1 of 1862, to regulate and control the Harbour. 

6. Previous to 1866 Piracy in Colonial and neighbouring waters was 

of common occurrence, antl Shau-ki-wan bore a very bad name as the 
centre where Junks fitted out for t•iratical pU1·pos.-. ~ . Its close proximity 

to the Lyeemun Pass enabled Masters of heavily m<wned and armed J nnks 

to follow vessels that had been ascertained to have opium, or other vain

able cargo, on board. These were too frequently come up with and 

.. 

• 

• 
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attacked at night, stink- pot.s and arms of all descriptions beino- freely 
use~. Shortly after Goveruor Sir RICHARD MAcDoNNELL's an~val hi.s 

n~t!Ce was attracted to the unenviable character Hongkong bore as a 

Pirate resort, and he introduced Ordinance (j of 1866, which brought all 

Junks under the supervision of this Dep:u-tment, which was considerably 
HH:r~ased to meet the requirements of the Ordinance. Harbour Master's 
Statwns were c~·eated at Shau-ki-wan, Stauley, and Aberdeen (now supple

I~e.n~ed by Statwns at Yau-ma-ti and Hung-hom) so as to bring all Junks 
VIsitmg these waters under close inspection, and no Junks have since been 

allow~d t~ leave or enter the waters of the Colony with(lut undergoing an 
exauunatwn by Inspectors appointed for the purpose. Ordinauee '7 of 

186~ compelled the registration of all Chinese householders, and the two 

Ordmances as~i~ted by Gunboats which the Senior Naval Officer kept 
constantly crmzmg had the desired effect, and Hongkong soon ceased to 

be a resort. for Pirates, and that trade (if it may be so called) came m an 

ei~J. Isolated acts of Piracy are still reported, but they are uot attended 
With the slaughter and burning that existed in Hongkong's earlier days. 

. 7. In 18~'7 Messrs. LANDSTEIN & Co., were permitted to keep a hulk 
oft Yau-m1t·ti, clear of all shipping, for the storage of Gunpowder. At 

1:15 P.M: of the 1'7tb January, 186'7, a vessel was lying alongside the hulk 
dtschargmg Gunpowder when an explosion took place and the two vessels 
and people on Loard were destroyed. A Gunpowder Ordinance (No. 4 of 

1~6'7! was at once passed bringing the storage of all private Gunpowder 
withm the control of the Government, with a result that has proved satis
factory. 

. 8. In. 1867, the increasing shipping of the Colony brought the ques
twn of Lighthouses prominently before the Government. Reports were 

made and with the assistance of the late Staff Commander REED, a Naval 

Survey(lr in command of H.M.S. Rifleman, the Islet of W agl~n at the 
Eastern approach to the Harbour, Green Island at the Western entrance, 
<tnc1 the Gap rock to mark the Southern approach to the Colony were 

recomm.ended as the most favourable sit<-s for Lighthouses. Difficulties 

were raised then, and they apparently continue, by the Chinese Govern

~nent as to th~ Colony erecting such buildings on Chinese Territory, and 
It was ~ot until after much loss of time and a great deal of correspondence 

~h~t t~Is. Government was compelled to built Lighthouses within its own 
JUnsdlCtion, and Cape cl' Aguilar, Cape Collinson, and Green Island Light-
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houses were erected under the p1·ovisions of Ordinance 17 of 1873, and lit 

for the first time on the 18th April, 1875. The concession, or letting of 
'Vaglan and Gap rock at a nominal rent to this Colony, together with 
Green Island, would have made the lighting of the approaches to Hong

kong complete. At present such is not the case, and all apparently owing 
to a sentimental feeling on the part of the Chinese Government, for most 

certainly neither Waglan nor Gap rock are of any value except as sites for 

LighthouRes. 

9. Ordinance 1 of 1874 brought the survey of unseaworthy ships 

under the control of the Govemment. 

10. In 1875, an explosion and loss of life on board a stea:m-lauuch in 
the Harbour caused an Ordinance to be brought into force for the regula
tion of steam ferry boats, of which there are now 42 licensed. The Masters 
and Engineers of these boats undergo an examination at this Office, the 
boa~s are thoroughly examined every six months, and no fnrther accident 

has occurred. 

11. Till 1876, steamers plying between Hongkong, Canton and Macao 

were under no regulation whatever, and they at times carried as many 
passengers as could be crammed into them. These vessels are now, as 

indeed are all vessels carrying more than 12 passengers, under stringent 
regulations as to the number of passengers they can convey, the condition 
of boilers and engines is ascertained and it is stated on the ship's certifi
cates in what parts of the ships and how many passengers can be carriP.d. 

12. The Shipping Ordinances passed previous to 1879 were consoli

dated hy Ordinance 8 of 1879, and in framing this Ordinance advantage 
was taken to introduce regulations for the Survey of ships carrying more · 

than 12 passeugers, ft'r the appointment of practical Marine Surveyors to 
conduct the surveys for the examinations of Engineers as to their qualifi

cations, for the carriage of dangerous goods, for holding Courts of Sui'Vey, 
for regulating medicines and medicltl stores, and other smaller details were 

introduced to meet the requirements of the ~ime. 

13. The following table from 1861 to 1887 inclusive, will at once show 

the yeady increase of the arrivals of vessels at this Port. Where it has 
been possible to separate sailing-ships from steat~.(·rs and Junks I have 

done so, and the result will show a very satisfactory statement of the 

Colony's progress:-

., 
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14. The Emigration laws of the Colony were not in a very satisfactor.v 

condition in 1~61. Besides the Imperial Chinese Passenger's Act, 1855. 

Ordinances 11 of 1857 and 6 of 1859 were in force and others were added, 

which for convenience were consolidated by Ordinance 5 of 1874-, and since 

then additional Ordinances for the protection of Chinese Emigrants have 

been brought into force, but these call for no special remark. 

15. I will now bring to the notice of the Government a statement of 

the Shipping, Emigration, &c.: in 1887 as compared with 1886. 

SHIPPING. 
·l 

16. 'fhe grand total of all vesselM including Junks arriving here m 

1887 is 27,559 vessels measuring 6,401,837 tons, or an increase of 377 

vessP.ls ancl 77,673 tons on the previous year, making a daily average 

al'l'ival of 75.5 vessels measuring about 232 tons each ; and of this very 

large trade 53.6 per cent. is under the British flag. 

17. The following paragraphs refer to the trade in vessels of foreign 

construction, the Junk trade being dealt with separately under its proper 

heading. 

18. During t he year under review 3,890 ships propelled by steam 

measuring 4,4o8,302 tons, and 188 sailing vessels measuring 139,612 tons 

arrived, being a decrease of 73 steam-shipf;, but an increase of 108,396 tons 

showing the additiomtl capacity of steamers of the present day. 

19. There i,; a decrease on t.he whole of 100 sailing-ships measuring 

71,778 tons, the decrease being principally in British bottoms. Sailing

vessels under foreign flags are now lOO per cent. in excess of the same class 

of \·essels carrying the British flag. 

Of the above mentioned 3,890 steam-ships entering the Port, 2,873 are 

Brit ish, and the remaining 1,017 are foreign owned, or a difference of 182.5 

per cent. in favour of British ships. 

20. The nationality of the various steam-vessels arriving at this Port 

come in the following order :-

7 \ 
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I Average 
Number. Tons. , tonnage of 

I----I----! each vessel. 

British, . .. .... ......... .............. .. .... ..... . 
German, .......... ............ .................. .. 
Chinese, ... ... . ....... ........ .......... . ....... .. 
}french, ... ................... .. ................ .. 
Danish, ............ . ......... ... ... .. .... .. . ... .. 
Dutch, .... .... ...... .. ...... .............. ........ . 
Norwegian, .................. ..... ...... .. ...... .. 
Spanish, ........................................ .. 
United State!<, ....................... .. ....... . 
Italian, . ~ ... .... .. .. .. .......... ... . .......... .. 
Austrian, ...................................... .. 
Russian, .... .... ............ ..................... , 
.T apanese, . . ............. . . ... ....... ............ . 
Belgian, .~ ........ ............ ... . ...... ... . .... .. 

2,873 
.140 
140 
lOO 
63 
44 
37 
29 
20 
14 
13 
11 

5 
1 

3,388, 123 
467,775 
180,795 
160,765 

28,.'521 
58,941 
44,610 
16,178 
47,626 
21,520 
27,421 
19,J26 
5,743 

.'558 
I 

1,179 
866 

1,291 
1,607 

453 
1,339 
1,206 

558 
2,381 
1,323 
2,109 
1,793 
1,149 

558 • 

21. The vessels under the French, Dutch, United States, Italian, and 

Austrian flags are few in number but of large capacity some are subsidized 
by their respective Govemments. The Russian ships belong to the so

called Volunteer fleet a.nd pass through with Troops, Prisoners, free Emi
grants, and Stores. The British ships vat·y very much m size thereby 
reducing their average e<"tpa.city, and the same may be said of German 

ships. 

22. There is a decrease in tonnage under the following flags: Ame

rica.n 51,783 tons, Austrian 17,093 tons, French 12,852 tons, and an in
crease under the British flag of 62,141 tons, Norwegian 28,984 tons. 

Under other flags the incren.se or deet·ease is too unimportant for special 

notice. 

23. Of the Countries with which this trade is conducted: In B1·itish 
vessels there is an increase with British Columbia of 12,446 tons, Java and 

adjacent I slands 18,783 tons, Macao 38,710 tons, Hainan 9,532 tons and 

Siam 22,863 tons; there is a decrease of 26,068 tons with Coast of China 

and Formosa, and of 20,937 tons to Coehin-Cbina. 

" • / 24. In F01·eign bottoms there 1s an increase with Coast of China and 

Formosa of 10,934 tons, I ndia and Singapore, &c. 16,00fl tons, Japan 

•• • 

• 
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I 

"' 
75,851 tons, Ha.inan 10,058 tons, Russia in. Asia 16,065 tons and Siam 

35,254 tons; the decrease is with Australia 20,644 tons, Cochin-China 

56,570 tons, Europe 19,728 tons, Great Britain 19,561 tons, Macao 24,988 

tons and the United States of America 10,447 tons. 

JUNXS. 

25. The trade in Junks from the Coast of China and Fot·mosa show:· 

an increase of 691 vessels measuring 62,875 tons, but the trade from Macao 

in this class of vessel shows a decrease of 141 vessels and 21,820 tons . 

There is also a decrease of 620 vessels and 16,603 tons in the carrying 

trade between Victoria and the Villages in the I sland and Yau-~a-ti. 

STEAM-LAUNCHES. 

26. Of these vessels there are 42 licensed to carry passengers, 43 pri-

' vate ,boats, 10 Local Government boats and 7 belonging to the W a.r De

partment. These boats add much to the active appearance of the Harbour, 

and on one occasion, unde1· the following circumstances, gave a practical 

illustration of their usefulness beyond their ordinary employment. The 

Pacific Mail Steam-ship Company S.S. City of Peking ( 3,129 tons), while 

passing through the shipping on her way to her buoy, collided with the 

Messageries Maritimes S.S. Saghalien (2,444 tons) striking her on her 

broadside damaging her below the water line. A large number of launches 

voluntarily seized bold of the latter ship and towed her until she grounded 

in shallow water off the Cosmopolitan Docks, probably saving the vessel 

from sinking in 8 or 9 fathoms of water. 

The licensed launches are gradually driving the small Junks out of 

the carrying trade with the Villages. 

EMIGRATION. 

. l 
... 

• 
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INCREASE. 

i ADULTS. -r-~~~-~~=- -
~-Male. I Female. - ~ Male. 1 Female. 

-.~-~ ~-.a-i t-~--s-· e_t_tl_e_m_e_n_t-~,-.-.. --.-.. -. -.. -.. -. -.. -.. -.-.. -. .I 7, 431 : I ,27 61 
129 

H I ~ ,hn Fntneiseo, .......................... . 4,713 I 222 

A n:;tr11li:m Colonies . • ....... ...... ....... 1 3,299 
I 

I 4 
I 

Honolulu, ..... ... .......... . .......... . . · [ 

British Coh'unbia, ...................... .. 

921 31 
' 

I Ill I 
I ... 

:n j 

3 

United States of Ameriea ''in l l 
British C I b' ·I o mn m, . ......... ........ 1 168 

l\fanritins, .................. .. ..... . ..... .. 34 I ... j 
------- -------~:-------

Increase, ................... 1 16,677 1,533 

I 
DECREASE. 

ADULT~ . • 

1 

311 I 
i 

147 

CHILDREN. 
DESTINATION . 

I 1- --------- - -

i Male. Female. Male. Female. --- -,--
Bangkok, .. . ... .. .. . . ... . ......... .. ... i 247 

DT T" ! I 1, lll101"1 ............................. 'I 29 I 
3 2 i 

. .. . .. . .. 
l\faurit ins, ........ . ... . ...... . . ... ....... .. ! .. . ... 9 ... 

I 

Australia, .................... , ........ .. . 1 
I 

. .. . .. 1 

1----1---1------
3 Decrease, ................... / 

Increase, ................... ! 16,677 1,533 311 147 

l-----1----1----1--·--

276 li 3 

luet·ease, . .. ........ . .. . ... . 1 16,401 1,530 300 144 

I 

27. Of the whole number of Emigrants leaving in 1887 (82,897) there 

is an increase on the previous year of 16,401 Male adults, 1,530 F emale 

adults, 300 Male children and 144 Female children, this increase being 
,l> • 

~ I . ~~-----~~---~~---~---~--
Total Increase, ........ . . .. 18,375. 

I divided as follows :-

I I 

• -. ,. 
• • 

L-;~----------------~------~-------------------------------------------·---~-- • 

. ., 
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28. With so extensive an Emigration, it is scarcely possible to prevent 

abuses, but it is satisfactory to know that they are in a very small proportion. 

.. 
l 

29. ·women and children under 12 years of age have to provide two 

photogr.tphs each, one is kept on record at this Office, and the other re- • 

mains in the possession of the Emigrant, so that on arrival at their desti
nation there can be no question as to their identity, should, after the 

vessel has sailed, any one appear at this Office and complain that a relative 
has been improperly taken away. With male adults it is more difficult f ') 

deal, and they are a good deal left to their own 1·esources. They are aJ 

however questioned as to their desire to leave the Colony, and if their 
replies are in the affil'mative there can be no reason why they should not 

exel'cise their rights and p1·oceed on their voyage. If any emib-rants leave 
here against their will it is entirely due to themselves for not stating the 
truth when questioned at the Harbour Office in the first place, and again 

when questioned and medically examined on boanl the ship by which they 

are to proceed. 
REGISTRY OF SHIPPING. 

30. Four vessels were t•egistered during the year, and nine Certificates 

of Registry were cancelled. 
:MARINE MAGISTRATE's CouRT. 

31. Ninety cases were heal'd in the :Marine Magistrate's Court during 

the year. 
ExAMINATIONS FOR THE PosTs oF MasTERs, :MATES AND ENGINEERS, 

UNDER SEcTION 15 oF ORDINANCE No. 8 oF 1879. 

;32. The following Table will show the nun1ber of Candidates who 

passed, and who failed in obtaining Certificates of Competency: -

GRADE. p ASSE-l>. 
FAILED. 

Masters,.... ............... . .......... ........... . . .. ......... 22 
First Matef', . . . . .. .. .. . .. . .. .. . . .. . .. .. . .. .. . .. . .. . .. .. .• . .. . 10 
Only Mates, ..... .. ....................................... .. . 

5 
3 
I l 

--1\ Second Mate:;, . .. . . .. .. . .. . .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. . .. .. . • .. .. .. . . 3 
9 , . 

35 

5 ·I • t 

10 I 

u ~ 
• . ,., 

- --- - 1·- -
First Class Engineers, . .. .. .. .• .. . .. .. .. .. .. .. . .. . .. . .. .. . . 14 
Sooond Cla.' Enginoo>''• ............. .. ... .. .............. ~~-

,, 
' 

·\ 
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... 
MARINE CouRTS, UNDER SECTION 13 oF ORDINANCE No. 8 OF 1879 

33. The following Courts have been held during the year:- . 

1. On the 30th June, 1887.-Inquiry as to the loss of the British 
Steam-ship Benledi, Official No. 65,767 of Leith, on the 

" Boat Rocks " to the South West of the Lam mocks Island 
Lighthouse, on the 18th June, 1887. The Master's (JaMES 

LA wsoN Rmnocu) Certificate of Competency was returned 
to him . In this case the Harbour Master (President of the 

Court) disagreed with the Finding, and under Sub-section 

5,. Section 13, Ordinance 8 of 1879, reported to the Governor 
h1s reason for dissent therefrom. 

2. On the 22nd Nov~~ber, 1887.-Inquit·y as to the burning and 
loss of the British Steam-ship Wah Ye?'·ng, Official No. 

8~,834 of Hougkong, near Chuen Pee Point, in the Canton 
~lver, on the 15th November, 1887, resulting in great loss o( 
hfe. The Master's (JoHANNES H. A. WITT) Certificate 'Jf 

Competency was suspended for three months. 

3. On ~h.e 28th November, 18!:!7.-Inquiry as to the loss of the 
British Steam-ship Killarney, Official No. 65,876 of Dublin 

which was ru~ down and sunk by the British Steam-shil: 

~n~~ade'r, Offimal No. 63,856 of Glasgow, in Iloilo Bay, Phi
hppme Islands, on the 14th Noveniber, 1887. The Master 

of the Killa?"ney's (JAMES O'NEILL) Certificate of Compe

tency was returned to him. 

4. On ~~e 22nd Decemuer, 1887.-Inquiry as to the loss of the 
British Steam-ship Lonte, Official No. 62,297 of Leith, on 

the East Coast of Hainan, on the 3rd December 1887 
resulting in loss of life. The only surviving Officet:s so fa; 

as can be ascertained being the Second Mate and the Third 
Engineer. No blame was attached to the Master (WtLLIAJoi 

HuNTER) or any of the Officers. 

SEAMEN. 

. 34. 9,45~ Seamen were shipped at the Shipping Office during the year, 

,tn~. ~0,378 discharged, t~is discrepancy is owing to Consuls l'epresentiug 
fonetgn flags not applymg as hitherto for permits to ship Seamen OI 
boa.rd thei t' I • . . r respec lVe vessels, consequently no record of such shippinO' 
~~~~ e 
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MARINE SuRvEYOR's SuB-DEPARTMENT. 

35. I append a return of the work performed by the Surveyors, since 

Mr. BREWER's first appointment. 

I have the honour to be, 

Sir, 

Your ~ost obedient Servant, 

H. G. THOMSETT, R.N., 
Harbour ]}[aster, o/c. 

'!'he Honourable F. STEWART, LL.D., 

r • 

Colonial Sec1·etary, 

~·c., .'$c., ~·c. 
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