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A

RULES AND REGULATIONS,
—— il ——
ol. That the Society be styled Tur HoNeKoNG (GENERAL CHAMBER

oy COMMERCE.
«

IL. That the objeet of the Chamber shall be to watch over and proteet
the general interests of Commerce, to collect information on all matters of
interest to the Mercantile Community, and to use every means within its
power for the removal of evils, the redress of grievances, and the promotiou
of the common good; to communieate with Authorities and others thereupon;
to form a code of practice, whereby the trausaction of business may be
simplifiel and facilitated ; to receive references, aud to urbitrate between
disputants—the decisions in such reference to be recorded for future guidance.

-

III. That all Mercantile Firms and persons engaged or interested in the
Trade of China shall be eligible for admission as Members in the manner
hereafter described, and on payment of $50 for Firms, and $15 for single
individuals for the eurrent year, and a like Anmual Subseription, payable in
advance on 1st January. 3 '

IV. That candidates for admission proposed by one Member and seconded
by another shall be clected at the yearly Meeting by a majority of votes of
the Members then present, or in the interval, by the Committee, subject to
confirmation at the next ensuing General Meeting.

V. That voting by Proxy, or by Members whose Subscriptions are in

arrear, be not allowed, and that not more than one Member of the same Firm
~ be allowed to vote on the same occasion.

VL That in the absence from the Colony of all the Partners in a Firm,
their Representative by Power of Attoruey shall be entitled to vote.

VIL. That any Member may be expelled from the Chamber on the
proposition of the Committee communieated to all the Members, and consi-
dered at n General Meeting, provided that not fewer than two-thirds of those
present vote for the expulsion.

VIII. That any number of Members not less than 10 shall be held to
constitute n. General Meeting called in conformity with the rules of the
Chamber, whether vearly or special.

IX. That the Business and Funds of the Chamber be managed by a
Committee of Nine Members, eonsisting of Chairman, Vice-Chairman aml
Seven Members, to be elected annually, at the yearly General Meeting of
the Chamber. Four to form a quorum, and the Chairman in case of equality
to have the casting vote in addition to his own.

X. That the Committee shall meer at least once a month, on such day
as may be fixed for the transaction of husiness, and at other fimes when
summoned by the Chairman, or in his absence by the Vice-Chairman. The
proceedings (1 be Inidl on the table for the inspection of Members, subject to

.:.gu,c,_h regulations as the Committee may deem expedient, In cases of the
‘non-attendance of the Chairman or Vice-Chairman, a Chairman to be ehosen
by the Members present.
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X1I. That in cage of a vacancy in the Committec, it shall be filled up
pro tempore by the Committee until the wext General Meeting: and that 1
they have the power to appoint a Sub-Committee from their own number for =
any purpose whatever.

XII. That a paid Secretary he elected by the Committee, such election
to be subject to confirmation at the next eusuing General Meeting. ;

@

XIII. That the Annual General Meeting of the Chamber shall be held i o

in the month of Fehruary (or as soon thereafter ax may be found convenient)
of each year; and that Special Meetings shall be called by the Chairman, or
in hig absence by the Vice-Chairman, on the requisition of any Five Members
of the Chamber, to be held within ten days subsequent to the receipt of such
requisition.

XIV. That all important questions affecting the Trade of the Port, and
its Political or Commercial relations with the Empire of China or with other
States, may be discussed at the Yearly General Meeting or Special Gieneral
Meeting for that purpose convened, in the manner provided for by Rule XTIL.

X V. That the Committee be empowered to frame By-laws, which shall
at ouce come into force, but must be presented for confirmation at the next
ensuing General Meeting of the Chamber; and being so confirmed, shall be
equally binding with these Rules upon all Members.

X VI, That the Funds of the Chamber shall be paid into one of the
Banks under an account to be opened by the Committee, and that all Cheques
shall be signed by the Secretary to the Chamber, countersigned by the ;
Chairman or Viee-Chairman, ov in their absence by one of the Committee;
that all dishursements shall be sanctioned by the Committee af their ordinary
Meetings, and that an account shall be audited by two Members of the
Chamber and laid before the yearly General Meeting.

XVII. That a yearly Report of the proceedings, be prepared, and, after
heing approved at a General Meeting, printed and cireulated.

X VIIL. That the above Rules bé added to or altered only by a majority
of the Members of the Chamber present at a General Meeting, ten days’
notice having been given of the proposed alteration.

XIX. That the foregoing Rules be printed, and an authenticated cnpy,.
subseribed by each Member on admission, be kept as part of the records of the
Chamber.

BY-LAWS.

1. The Office shall be open daily from Noon to 1 o'clock P, when
the Secretary shall be in attendance, and ready to communicate with any
Member requiring information or aceess to the Records of the Chamber.

II. The Secretary shall attend atl Meetings (ineluding those of the
_Arbitration Committee, if required), keep a journal of all proceedings, take
charge of all documents, keep the accounts of the Chamber, collect St?ttistivs,
prepare Statements of Trade, conduct and keep copies of correspondence, and
attend to snch other duties as may be required by the Committee. ’

) rr 5
_,III. Alri' (;on|mn.nueutmns shall be received and answered through the
Chairman, Vice-Chairman, or Secretary. 3

L. No documents belonging to the Chamber shall be removed during
‘Office hours, nor shall any minute of its proceedings be mule public without
an order of the Committee.

V. Notice of any proposition or business to be luid before the yearly
General Meeting, or any Special Meeting, shall he given to the Secretary ut,
least forty-eight hours hefore the Meeting, who, in the circular calling snch
Meeting, will state the business or proposition, and by whom to be brought
forward. E

V1. The means to provide a suitable Iistablishment, and to defray ex-
penses in addition to the Subseriptions fixed by Rule 3, shall be 1aised in the
following manner:—DBy the sale of Statements of Trade, hy fees on Arbitra-
tion and References, by fees for ceriified copies of the Records and other
Documents in the Archives of the Chamber, and by voluntary gifts and con-
tributions either in money, maps, hooks, or anything which may be useful to
the Institation. 2 A

- VII. The Committee shall appoint every year five from their number,
three of whom in regular succession shall be the Acting Committee, to decide
on all cases submitted to the Arbitration of the Chamber, whose functions
shall continue so long as any business bronght before them during their period
of serviee is undecided. ; :

VIII. The Members of the Arbitration Commitiee shall he entitled to o
Fee of not less than $3, and not more thau $20 each, and the Chamber to a
Fee (in addition) of not less that %10, and not move than $100, on every case
submitted to the arbitration of the Chamber. 'Fhe amount to be regulated by
the Arbitration Committee, according to the importance of the case and the
time occupied therein, subject to an appeal to the General Committee, whose
decision on the amount shall be final,

IXU;{, Disputants in an Arbitcation case shall be held to guarantce
the fees jointly and severally to the Chamber.

- X. The Arbitration Committee shall appoint its own Chaivman and
confine its funections to eases when its intervention or advice is requested, and
on no oceasion shall it proceed with any case unless all the parties subscribe
a Bond making the award & Rule of the Supreme Court. Printed forms of
such Bonds legally prepared, shall be kept for the information of Members
who may have occasion to resort to the Chamber for Avbitration: and the
Qomlnxttee shall not arbitrate upon, nor take any cognizance of, any dispute
whatever, unless one of the parties interested therein e a Member of the
Chamber.

Lot .'.-_X-I.- That in the event of any question as to the construetion or applica-
tion of these By-Laws, the General Committee shall have power to decide

ﬂll,ﬂ-_aﬁ.me.‘}! submitting the matter to the next General Meeting of the Chamber
for its final decision.
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SCALE OF COMMISSIONS AND BROKERAGE.

ndopted by the Honghong General Chamber of Commerce,
at the half-yearly Meeting held on April 30th, 1 872.

COMMISSIONS.
Purchasing or selling Tea, Raw Silk, and Cotton, ...ccveeennes 3 per cent.
a5 any of above, if as returns for Goods sold,.ceeeeraenss 2% ot
5 or selling Opinm, ...... e B

or selling all other Goods and Produce, Ships [
ail Roal FState, . ceesseius-vonsaserossssvnsnras
and selling Shares or Stocks, o ccovaeinsieeieerieiane

3
3

13 1
Inspecting Tea or Silk, R e e St ]
(tuaranteeing Sales, e e e P e K T T

1

T
o Remittances, .ooieseesressas 5
sDrawing or endorsing Bills of Exchange, «u..ue.ioreieeasaierenns 1 iy
o or negociating Bills of Exchange without recourse,. + =
Purchaging or realising Bullion or Bills of Exchange, «........ % .
Remitting the Proceeds of Bullion or Bills of Exchange,oeeee 5 5
Paying and receiving Money in Current AcCCOUnt, . .vveesnsssse 5
»  Ship’s Dishursements, L ek x
Collecting Freight, . e L R LR L SRR e T
Obtaining Freight or Charter, T e e e T, o
A and collecting same Freight,...6 5

33 3
Adjusting Insurance Claims on Amount Recovered,.oermraesens2d 5
Effecting Insurance, on the Insured Amount, ...o.oovvieserneees 1
Proseeuiing or defending successfully Claims, either at Law L5
ov by Arbitration, e T T )|
Prosecuting or defending unsuccessfully, . R e Y A
Managing Lstates and collecting et N e
Transhipping and forwarding Jewellery, and Bullion, ..o.e.o. - T
Forwarding or transhipping Cargo, S
‘Cranshipping or forwarding Opium, R e e
Goods withdrawn or re-shipped, e reiresiaiiisussaciann. ..& Commission.
Granting Letters of Credif, «ovivveaieciriieiisreereaiies e .1 per cent.
For doing ship’s business when no inward or outward Com- | 20 ecents per
PASEEIOM 181 CATHEH, srensseseessunbessssssatsssannessnssansnesss . ROgIStOr tou.
The conversion into Hongkong currency of sterling freight inward to Hong-
koug, payable in Hongkong, shall, unless otherwise stipulated, be made
at the rate for Bank Bills on London payable on demand: and the rate
vuling at the close of a mail shall be the rate applicable to such purpose
dwring the subsequent week.

3

33

BROKERAGES.
Bills and Bullion, «...cevervosersseracesnsresasss & per cet. Payable hy Seller.
Produce & General Merchandise, «ovevessies ; % o 5 5
E“il‘e Arms, T F T T TR TR TR 1 sy : s . 22
For negociating and completing Charters hi
and proeuring Freight, ..coeereieiinias 1 % 4 Dl

Shares 4 per cent. on the amount of -
money changing hands in the trans- - Payable by both sides.

0
actlml, D Ty e R P AR AR A

MINUTES of the Yearly General Meeting of the Hongrong
(teNERAL CHAMBER oF CoMMERCE, held on the 9th March,
- 1888, for the purpose of receiving the Report of the Committee

3 and passing the Secretary’s Accounts for the year ending 31st

December, 1887.

DPresent:—

77 The Homnourable P. Ryrie (Chairman), Honourable A. P. MacEwseN
{Vi‘te-(fhairm&n), Honourable J. Brrr-Irvine, Messrs. H. Horprus,
E. Macrintoss, W. H. Forees, T. Jackson, Sr. C. MicHAELSEN '
(_Cdmmitbee), Honourable C. P. Cratir, Messrs. H. L. DALRYMPLE,
.1' S. Moses, D. Girries, G. Suase, F. T. P. Foster, E. W Rurres,
E. A. Soromon, E. R. Beririos, G. de Cmampravx, E. L. Woobin,
A. McConacuig, H. Crawrorp, B, Layron, L. MuxpEL, O. BacurAcH,
L. Pozsnecker, Ho Amer, Leg Sive, F. Dopwerr, T. H. WHITEHREAD,
Dovaras Jonzs, R, M. Gray, J. TuursurN, N. P. Duarna, D. MuscHER-
sxE and H. U. Jerrrizs (Secretary).

THE MINUTES.

The minutes of the last annual meeting and of the meetings held since
were taken as read and were confirmed.

The Cuatrman—Gentlemen, the first business of the day is the presen-
tation of the report of the old Committee. This report has been issued
some time and most of you have had an opportunity of reading it, and as
has been customary at these meetings, I propose to take it as read.
With your permission I have a few remarks to make in reference to this
report. First, with reference to the Opium Bill, 1887. This Bill has been
qarefnlly dealt with by your Committee, as you will see by the repért and
the somewhat voluminous correspondence in Appendix A. Your Com-
:’i_x-i_t:tee strongly objected to some clauses of the first draft Bill submitted,
mainly on the ground of its interference with the retail opium trade of the
Colony. A proposal came from the opium merchants which was accepted
by the Government for the sale of balls of opium, and the Bill was passed.

From ?iflgj.t Ilearn from gentlemen largely engaged in the opium trade
the Bxllls not working to their satisfaction, and it may be necessary for
the Government to alter this Ordinance hereafter. Moreover, I am
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informed that the smuggling of prepared opium from this Colony is greater
than ever. Status and privileges granted to foreign mail steamers.—1I think
you will admit that your Committee have done their duty to the general
body of steamer-owners in this, but unfortunately the absence of the
Chamber’s Counsel, who was instructed to draw the petition to the Seeretary
of State, has occasioned a delay; but I hope this will be remedied shortly.
Returning unstamped correspondence. —T need say little as to this except that
the action of the Postmaster-General was deprecated by all the commercial
communities in China. Communication with H.B.M.s Minister at Peling.—
This matter has been set to rights, T am glad to say, I said so much about
it at last meeting that I may pass on. Movements of American Mail
Steamers.—This unfortunately was not a successful effort, and you will see
the reasons assigned by your Committee, and it will be for you to judge if
they are well founded. Cargo boats.—These regulations were much needed
as the irregular demands made by the cargo boats were @ great evil.
Silver yen.—You will see that your Committee are not in favour of the
proposal to make ther a legal currency. Inthe meantime they pass freely
in all the smaller transactions in the Colony. Duration of voyages.—You
will see that your Committee have failed in changing the antiquated notions
of the Executive on this subject. Registration of Imports and Exports—
This matter will come on for discussion later, and I shall therefore refrain
from any remarks at this stage. Quarantine—No further progress has
been made with regard to this subject. Stamp fees on Bills of Exchange.~
The arrangements made with the Bank managers in the Colony, as you
will see, are on a satisfactory basis. Mail Services vid Canadian and Pacific
route~You will see what is said with regard to the Canadian and
Pacific route. You will see the Committee in this instance have rather
changed their views. At first they thought it would be no benefit to the
commerce in this part of the world, but on reconsideration we arrived at a
different conclusion. At the same time it is stated that the opposition
was withdrawn on the understanding that the Colony should not to be
called upon for any further contribution to the postal subsidy. Rates for
storage of opium.—This is & matter which particularly concerns the mer-
chants in opium. You will see that your Committee declined to take any
action in the matter. Legislative Council.—You will see that Mr. MAcEwEN
was unanimously elected on the retirement of Mr. Jackson. The Telegraph
Convention.—You will see that the Committee supported the Shanghai
Chamber of Commerce in their protest against the Convention between the
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Telegraph Companies and the Chinese Government. If we believe some
reports, the effect has been that this Convention will not be carried out.
I have seen this denied in other quarters, but we are unable at present to
give you any information.  British Trade Dollar.—This is a question that
has heen before the Chamber and the Chamber in Singapore on many
_occasions, and I think now it is a matter that is definitely shelve(i.
Breakwater on Kellett's Bank. As you will see, the subject of the construe-
tion of a breakwater there has been before the Committee, but they deem it
desirable that all correspondence connected with this matter should, in the
meantime, be treated confidentially. Accounts—The accounts have bee1;
andited by Messrs. TauvreurN and Rurrer. They showed a balance on the
31st December to the credit of the Chamber of $574.65, exclusive of a
deposit of $5,000 with the Honglkong and Shanghai Bank at 5 per cent.
interest. You have the accounts before you, and T think ta,king all the
circumstances into consideration they are satisfactory. This, the Secretary
informs me, is the first year that the Chamber’s prices current have been 1
financial success as far as the Chamber is concerned. I have nothing
more to say but to move the adoption of the report and accounts as presented
to yon.

Mr. Berinzos—I don’t know whether I am in order, but referring to

your remarks regarding this Opium Bill, I see it is in contemplation to move
the Gtovernment to repeal it or amend it.

The CrarrMan—I did not pledge the Chamber to that.

] = Isimply put
it as my opinion that it would have to be amended. o

Mr. Berizros—I would suggest to the Chamber that some action be
taken by the Chamber either in the way of writing to the Glovernment or
f'equesting their delegate in Council to move the Government to give
instructions to the Police not to encourage the Opium Farmer in ha,ra.ssi;:
and obstructing the trade in opium. I mention this because I understanfl
that when this Bill was discussed in Council, the Government assured our
present Chairman and the opponents of that Bill that they would always
make the Bill work easily among the Chinese. From what has trans irgd
recently that assurance has not been fulfilled. There was a case the opthE'
Qay which is probably known to members here which came up befor::-
the Court. There are two ways of administering a law. One is to mete it
out wi?h mercy and the other is to mete it out with severity. From what
transpired the other day it seems the Magistrate here did not exercise his
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prerogative of mercy. The outside he should have done under the
circumstances would have been to have allowed the man to go with a caution
that he should not do the same in future. To make the matter clear
to the meeting I will state the facts as briefly as possible. A Chinese
merchant bought some thirty-two chests of Bengal opium, paid for it, and

obtained a permit to export it. He put the opium on board cargo boats

and took them with him to the opium hulk helonging to the Imperial
Chinese Maritime Customs moored in the vicinity of this harbour. The
opinm was passed and examined and he was on his way back to export it
under that permit by several junks to ports on the mainland. While
coming in as it were from foreign waters into Hongkong waters, at the
sinstigation of the Farmer he was pounced upon by the police and told that
be had infringed the law. Now, sir, the law is silent on that point. He
got the permit to export the opium. He was obliged to take the opium
to the hulk to get it examined and was on his way back to put it on board
the junks, which, as you know, always lie in the harbour. He had no
option. Well, this man was hauled up, taken before the Magistrate, his
opium taken to the Police Court and stored in the yard, in consequence
of which he lost the market at the port of destination for which it was
intended, some of the junks sailing away without it, and lost the interest
on his money. The opium was kept at the Police Court, he was hauled
up before the Magistrate, convicted, fined, and you may say branded as a
criminal. T think it was a most severe way of treating any man. If any
of us had been placed in that position I am sure the town would have been
ringing with it. There would have been a howl of indignation over it,
and the papers would have taken the matter up and dilated on the subject.
But unfortunately as it wasa Chinaman the matter was allowed to slide
and no notice was taken of it. Now sir, I maintain that some aection
should be taken in the meantime, before anything else is done, so that the
traders in that article may be protected, may be safe-guarded against
things of that kind. T think it isa great hardship, and we should try to
remedy it immediately.

The CuarryMaN—If there are no other remarks to be made, will some
gentleman second the adoption of the report and accounts?

Myr. Woonin seconded.

Carried nem con.

F
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The CrarrMan—The next business is the election of the new Committee.
The Committee, as you are aware, consists of nine members including the
Chairman, Vice-Chairman, and seven others. For your information I may
give you the names of the old Committee, which consisted of myself,
Mz, MacEweN, Vice-Chairman, who does not desire re-election as he is
_ going home shortly, Mr. Berr-IrviNe, Mr. Horrrus, Mr. Darsy, who has
Jeft the Colony, Mr. Macxintoss, Mr. Forses, Mr. Jacksoxn, and Mr.
MICHAELSEN.

A ballot was then taken with the result that the following were elected,
the names being placed in seniority aeccording to the number of votes
obtained :—Messrs. MAcrInTOoSH, RYRIE, ForBES, Jackson, BerL-IrvinG,
Horrrvs, Layrox, MicHAELSEN, and GrAY.

The CrarrMaN-~The only other business hefore the meeting is toelect
the Chairman and Viece-Chairman.

Mr. DarrympLE proposed that Honourable P. Ryrir be elected
* Chairman, and Hounourable J. Berrn-Irving Viee-Chairman.

Mr. Berivios seconded.
Carried unanimously.

The CaarrMaAN—Gentlemen, that closes the business of the meeting.

L




Report of the Commitiee of the HoNGkoNG GENLERAL UHAMBER
or ComMercE for the Year ending 31st December, 1887,
presented to the Members at the Annuwal Meeting held on
Friday, the 9th March, 1888.

The Committee beg to submit to the Members of the Chamber, the
following Report of their proceedings during the period under notice i—

Opium Bill (Hongkong) 1887.

»  Inpursuance with the provisions of the Additional Article to the Chefoo
Agreement, a Special Commission met in Hongkong in June, 1886, for the
purpose of arriving at a basis of Agreement for regulating the trade of this
Colony in Raw Opium; and the Agreement was signed by the Commissioners
on the 11th September of that year.

The attention of the CChamber was directed, in January last, to the fact
that the Additional Clause under the Chefoo Agreement would come into
force on the lst February, and your Committee were requested to obtain
reliable information (1) with regard to the duty on Opium imported into
China, previous to and after that date, and (2) whether Opium imported
before the 1st February could be re-exported, after that date, from one port
in China to another, without paying additional duty. A telegram was
forwarded to H. B. M.’s Minister at Peking, through His Excellency the
Officer Administering the Government here, to the above effect, and a reply
was promptly received stating that all Opium exported after the 1st
February must pay the Convention Lekin of 80 Taels per 100 Catties over
and above the 80 Taels duty already paid = Taels 110, otherwise it would
be subject to a penalty of Taels 300, without privileges of Convention.
Early in February, the Local Government forwarded to the Chamber
communications from H. B. M.’s Consul at Canton, announcing the inten-
tion of the Chinese Authorities to simultaneously collect, on and after st
February, the Lekin (provincial dues) and the export duty on Opium,
to be levied as arranged at the Stations outside of Hongkong.

The Memorandum of Agreement arrived at by the Commission for the
regulation of the trade of the Colony in Raw Opium was approved of by
the Imperial Government, who sanctioned the introduction of a Draft
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Ordinance based upon its terms. On the publication of this Draft Ordi-
nance it was found that Sections ITI and IV prohibited the export and
import of Raw Opium in less quantities than one chest, a measnre which
not only inflicted a blow upon the principal business of the wholesale
merchants of the Colony, but at the same time struck at the root of the

. retail trade which absorbs a large portion of the drug landed in Hongkong.

Subsequent to the first reading of the Bill in Council, on the 18th March,
petitions were presented on behalf of the Importers and wholesale Merchants
and of the Chinese Opium Merchants and traders, remonstrating against
the restrictions sought to be imposed by the Bill as at first published, and
which, if retained, would seriously interfere with trade, as the established

custom of examining, testing, and repacking Malwa, Persian and Turkish e

drug would not be allowed.

The matter received the immediate consideration of your Committee,
who forwarded a resolution to His Excellency the Governor, expressing
the opinion that no Bill which limited the trade in Opium to whole chests
would prove satisfactory, and urging the postponement of the second read-
ing for one calendar month, to afford the public time to understand and
diseuss the whole question preparatory to submitting a new Bill free from
the objectional features of the first draft. The grounds taken up by your
Committee in opposing hasty legislation in this matter had been endorsed
by all those interested in the question. Proposals were subsequently
forwarded to His Excellency the Governor, by the Chamber, on behalf of
the Opinm Merchants, suggesting certain modifications. In the amended
Draft of the Bill which came up for a second reading on the 23rd May the
prohibition of dealing in guantities less than One Chest, intended for
Export, was removed, special licences being provided by the Ordinance
for such transactions, and the power of examination was transferred
from the Opium Farmer to the Superintendent of Imports and Exports.
The Ordinance was passed into law, with these amendwents, onthe 27th
May. (Appendix 4.)

Status and Privileges of Men-of-War granted to Subsidised
Foreign Mail Steamers at British Colonial Ports.

This injj crtant subject was taken up by the Committee early in the
year. After being fully discussed by the Legislative Couneil, it was decided
to seek the co-operation of the Chambers of Commerce of the principal
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British Colonies and Dependencies throughout the world. This course has
necessitated considerable delay and it is only recently that a sufficient
number of replies have been received to warrant this Chamber taking action.
The opinions received are practically unanimous in condemning the system
of granting Man-of-War Status to Foreign Mail Steamers. The Committee

have placed the documents with their Counsel to daw a petition for .

simultaneous presentation to Her Britanuic Majesty’s Government, which
will receive the unanimous support of those Chambers that have given
their adhesion to the opinion espressed by the Committee. (Appendix B.)

Returning of Unstamped Correspondence.

The new regulations of the Post Office bearing on this question
received the attention of your Committee, and the hardship was at once
rectified by the Local Government, on the Chamber’s representations.
(Appendix B.)

Communication with H. B. M.’s Minister at Peking.

Tt will be in the recollection of the members of the Chamber that,
at the last Annual General Meeting, attention was called to the request
of Her Majesty’s Chargé d’Affaires at Peking that, when the Chamber had
occasion to address H.B.M.s Representative in Peking, communications
should be forwarded through the Local Government, no reason was assigned
for discontinuing the long established practice of holding direct communica-
tion, Your Committee therefore addressed a remonstrance to the Home
Government and the reply, from Her Majesty’s Principal Secretary of
State for Foreign Affairs, will no doubt be read with safisfaction for it
clearly terminates a grievance which the Chamber has laboured under for
some time. (Appendix C.)

Movements of the American Mail Steamers of the Pacific
Mail Steam-ship Company, and of the Occidental
and Oriental Steam-ship Company.

In May last, the Government addressed a letter to the Chamber for-
warding copy of a communication conveying a request from the Postmaster
General that the Chamber would represent to the Agent of the Pacific Mail
and Occidental and Oriental Steamship Companies the inconvenience
arising from the despatch of the steamers of those Companies on the days
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fized for the departures of the subsidised European Mails, and to ask
whether new arrangements could be made to avoid those coincidences.
This correspondence was duly discussed and after considering the points
raised by the Postmaster General, your Committee expressed regret at not
being able to find reasonable grounds for preferring the request of the Post

~ Office Department, especially as it appeared to them that the real canse

of grievance arose from the absence of the necessary facilities on the part
of the Post Office to meet the exigencies of the public service. (Appendix
D.)

Regulations for the Licensing, Management and Control
of Boats and Boatmen.

The draft regulations, under the new act, for the licensing, manage-
ment and control of Boats and Boatmen was received from Government,
who requested an expression of the views of the Chamber on its provisions.

In their reply to the reference made to them, your Committee recom-
mended certain additions and modifications in the details of working, as
regards Cargo Boats and Cargo Boatmen, which in their opinion seemed
‘desirable. (Appendixz E.)

Offer of the Japanese Government to Coin Silver Yen.

. ']:he Local Government desired an expression of the views of the
Chamber respecting an offer of the Japanese Government to coin Silver
Yen for this Colony. Your Committee, after a full discussion of the
question, objected to the adoption of the scheme to recognize the Yen as
the legal currency of the Colony, because that coin is not current in the
Canton Province which absorbs large remittances from this, and very great

inconvenience would result from the recognition of the Yen as a legal coin

as it would not be available for circulation in that district. (Appendix F.)

Duration of Voyages of Steamers carryi
_ ying Passengers
between Hongkong and the Australian Colonies.

f The Schedule for the duration of passages between Hongkong and
the Australian Colonies fixed by the Colonial Government which was first
-guestioned by the Chamber in 1883, when the Committee obtained some
:amnll. @nt_msiens, was again mooted by the Chamber in Junelast. On this
©occasion the Committee regret success has not attended their efforts, for the

€
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same antiquated scale that obtained before the great improvement in the
speed of the steam vessels now trading between this Port and Australasia,
was considered by the Colonial Government to be applicable to the present
time. We thus have the anomaly of a voyage which is accomplished
regularly in ten days, on an average, being classified as a 30 days’ passage,
involving all the expense and annoyance to the ship owning community
that the Emigration laws which govern the schedule require. It is to be
regretted that the Government, in Legislative Counecil, should have vetoed
the appointment of a Commission to inquire into the subject, which was
proposed by the Representative of the Chamber. The Government views
would have then been clearly ascertained instead of the unsatisfactory state
in which the question is now left. Any objections that might have been
raised by the authorities, it is felt, would have either been dissipated, or
provisions made of a less stringent character which would have amply safe-
guarded the interest of passengers,

The Committee leave this question as a legacy to their successors.
(Appendiz G.)

Registration of Imports and Exports.

After full consideration of this subject your Committee, in June last,
brought to the attention of the Local Government the desirability of
providing some form of Legislation to ensure the Registration of the Im-
ports and Exports of the Colony, and suggested that the Draft of a Bill aud
the Rules under it might be prepared and submitted to the Chamber, with
a view of affording the members an opportunity of offering recommendation
on points of detail. In their reply, the Government forwarded a minute
by the Acting Attorney Genmeral, on this subject, enumerating certain
restrictions which would be necessary to make the proposed Ordinance
efficacious and asked for an expression of the views of the Chamber thereon.
As will be seen on reference to the correspondence, your Committee could
discover no objection such as would, in their opinion, override the benefits
likely to result from the projecied measure which there are reasons to
believe is receiving the favorable attention of the Government. (Appendix
H)

Quarantine.

As no appeal has been made to the Chamber during the past year,
your Committee have not dealt directly with 1his subject, but on reference
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to the correspondence it will be seen that attention was drawn to the
publication of a statement attributed to Sir Josepr FAYRER, bearing on the
question of Quarantine in connection with the Indian Government, which
your Committee have taken steps to verify. (Appendix I.)

Stamp Fees on Bills of Exchange.

It was brought to the notice of your Committee that an innovation
was established in July, 1886, whereby the Banks of the Colony threw
upon the mercantile community the whole expense of providing stamps on
all Bills of Exchange, whether bought or sold. After representation to
the various Bank Managers, it is the pleasing duty of your Committee to

‘report that a scheme was drawn up and agreed to, very much on the lines

of those that previously prevailed, whereby the tax of providing stamps is
equitably apportioned between buyers and sellers. (Appendix J.)

Mail Service vig Canadian and Pacific Routes.

A special meeting of the Committee was held on the 27th June last, to
consider a letter from the Agents of the Canadian Pacific Railway with
regard to the desirability of establishing a Mail service, between Hongkong
and Vancouver, to alternate with the existing P. & 0. service vid Suez, and
requesting that the Home Government might be placed in possession of the
Chamber’s views before the 30th day of June, on which date the subject
was to come up for discussion in Parliament. The members are aware that
when the subject of the new contract for the Eastern Mail service was
referred to the Chamber in June 1886, it was then decided that the proposed
Canadian route was practically useless so far as Hongkong was concerned.
On reconsideration of the question, one year later, your Committee
éOusidgred that & subsidiary special service vid Pacific and Canadian routes,
would be advantageous to the mercantile public and was especially desirable
on Political grounds, provided this Colony was not called upon to contribute
to the proposed undertaking. A Resolution to this effect was passed, the
Agents of the Canadian Pacific Railway were duly advised and the contents
were telegraphed to H.M.'s Chancellor of the Exchequer. (Appendix K.)

Rates charged by the Imperial Chinese Maritime
Customs for the storage of Opium.

_,rl.?fepreﬁentaﬁons were made to the Chamber by Merchants largely
interested in the Opium trade, regarding the high rates which the Chinese

-
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Customs were charging for the storage of Opium in their bonded warehouses
at Foochow and Amoy, and the Chamber was requested to intervene in
this matter with a view to secure some rebate from the tax. From in-
formation which your Committee received on the subject they were all but
unanimous in deciding that, it was inexpedient for the Chamber to take any
action supporting the communication that had been addressed to them.
(Appendix L.)

Legislative Council.

The Local Government notified the Chamber, in September last, that
Mr. T. Jacesox had resigned his seat as the Chamber’s Representative

"upon the Legislative Council and requested the Chawber to nominate

another Member to fill his place. For this purpose a Special General
Meeting of the Chamber was held on the 17th SBeptember, when the Vice-
Chairman Mr. A. P. MacEwex, who had previously represented the
Chamber as Acting Member, was again unanimously elected as their
permanent nominee. (Appendix M.)

Alleged Contemplated Convention between the Foreign
Telegraph Companies and the Chinese Government.

The Shanghai General Chamber of Commerce forwarded copy of a
letter addressed by that Chamber, to the Doyen of the Diplomatic Body
in Peking, protesting against the alleged contemplated convention between
the existing European Telegraph Companies and the Chinese Government,
and invited the co-operation of the Chamber to support their communica-
tion. The reply of your Committee to this representation was fo the effect
that, they concurred with the views held by the Shanghai Chamber, that
every effort should he made to oppose any attempt, direct or indirect, to
increase the burdens on trade, and the attention of Her Britannic Majesty’s
Representative at Peking was invited to a Resolution expressing the views
of your Committee and urging that His Excellency would use his influence
to check the consummation of a scheme, which, if carried into effect, would
prove detrimental to the interests of the Mercantile Communities in the
Far East. (Appendix N.)

British Trade Dollar.

A letter, dated 20th December, 1887, was received from the Singapore
Chamber of Commerce, forwarding a Paper laid before the Legislative
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Council of the Straits Settlements, containing a lengthy correspondence
embracing the views of the Lords of the Treasury, the Secretary of State
for the Colonies and the Master of the Mint, together with a letter from
the Directors of the Chartered Bank of India, Australia and China, ex-
pressing opinions adverse to this project. The difficulties which have
attended the attempt to introduce a mnew coinage for use in the British
Qolonies in the East have been so great, and the opinions of parties
consulted so divergent, the Singapore Chamber announces its intention to
abandon all further aftempts to obtain legislation on the subject. (Ap-
pendix 0.) -

Proposed Light on the Gap Rock,

The Chairman, in his remarks on this subject which appeared in the
‘Report for last year, expressed the confident belief that, consequent on the
representations offered by the Chamber, the difficulties which had hitherto
stood in the way of the undertaking would be removed and that the
requisite authority to commence work would be shortly sanctioned. These
.expecta.tions, so far, have not been realized but your Committee are aware
that the matter is now engaging the active attention of the Government
and trust that no further delay will take place.

Partial Blockade of the Western Entrance to the Harbour.

The subject of the construction of a Breakwater on Kellett’s Bank, as
a protective measure in case of War, so as to partially block the Western
Entrance of the Harbour has again been brought before the Chamber by
the Local Government, who, in view of the present position of the question,
deem it desirable that all correspondence connected with this matter should,
for the present, be treated confidentially.

Miscellaneous.

One Arbitration case was submitted for the decision of the Committee,
‘under the rules of the Chamber, framed for that purpose.

On the 1st February the Local Government communicated copy of a

letter and ciiclosure from the Acting Consul for France, calling attention

0 the necessity for all vessels, proceeding to Saigon, to be supplied with
‘Bills of Health.
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The Local Government forwarded, for the information of the Chamber,
the prospectus of the Adelaide Jubilee International Exhibition, and copy
of a notice respecting the proposed Paris Universal Exhibition, 1889.

At the request of Admiral Sir R, Vesey Hammron, K.C.B., full
statistics were furnished by the Chamber respecting the Trade and Trade
Routes between China and the Australasian Colonies. .

On the 10th March, the Chamber received from the Local Government
copy of a letter from Her Britannic Majesty’s Minister at Peking, giving
cover to translation of a Memorial published in the Peking Gazette, 6th
February, 1887—which will be found in Appendix P.—on the subject of

“the removal of the prohibition that has hitherto existed on the export of
Iron from the Kwangtung and Kwangsi Provinces.

Your Committee have had submitted to them by the Liocal Government
Mr. Bour~E's interesting report—Parts I and II—on his journey in South
Western China, from which it appears that he travelled through a portion
of the country visited by Mr. Moss in 1869 under the auspices of this
Chamber.

A letter of the 5th September was received from the Consul for
France, forwarding a chart of the Lower Mouth of the River Loire giving
details, in extenso, of the approaches to the Port of St. Nazaire with statistics
relative to the Docks and Ship Building Yards established at that place.

A copy of the Journal Officiel de law Cochin-Chine Frangaise has been
received containing the Tarif Douanier de L'Indo-Chine Frangaise.

Finance,

The accounts have been audited by Messrs. Jouy THURBURN and E.
W. Rurrer.

The balanee at eredit of the Chamber on 81st December, 1887, amounted
to $574.65, exclusive of $5,000 on deposit with the Hongkong and Shanghai
Banking Corporation at 5 per cent. interest.

The usual statistics of Trade, together with the Annual Reports of the
Postmaster Greneral and of the Harbour Master are appended.

Cr.
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By Balance brought down,
DEPENDENCY AT CREDIT .—

By Fixed Deposit with Hongkong & Shanghai Banking } 5,000.00
,000.

Corporation, 8b6 Ofn....cvcriesivassasseiiessoss wonspansacios

H. U. JEFFRIES,
Secretary.

K & 0. E.
Hongkong, 31st December. 1887.

: } Auditors.

JOIN THURBURN
E. W. RUTTER,

Examined and found correct,
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i.‘ 5 Sin,—The additional elanse of the Chefoo Convention comes into force
._I' on the 1st February proximo and a question of the gravest importance to

i L Opium Merchants has arisen in connection with the same.

ue T Tt seems impossible to obtuin any reliable local information upon the

A.

Honcgona, 25th Jannary, 1887,
22

point, and we therefore beg the Chamber of Commerce to wire through the
Government to H. E. the British Minister at Peking so that we may obtain
a perfectly reliable answer to the question at issue, which is the following:— *
v Opium imported into China by Foreigners hefore the Fivst of February
*ﬂ pays the Imperial Customs dues of Taels Thirty per Picul as customary.
- Will such Opium stand apon the same footing in every respect as Opium
e go.rﬁed_a.ft-er the first of February, and upon which Imperial dues of Taels .

‘one hundred and ten will have been paid under the new Convention. Also

1 such Opium imported before the first February be removed after the
ebruary from one part of China to another without paying any addi-
1al duty.
We shall feel greatly obliged if the Chamber of Commerce will give this
matter their immediate attention so that it may be wired through the
ent to-day, and as the matter is of very great importance to us,
like the Government to ask for an immediate reply.
We shall be happy to bear all the expenses connected with telegraphing.
We are, Dear Sir,
Yours obediently,

DAVID SASSOON, SONS & Co.
E. D. SASSOON & Co.

Secretary of the Cuamuer or CouMMERCE, HONGEONG.

HoNeroxG GENERAL CHAMBER 0F COMMERCE,
Hoxexrong, 25th January, 1887.

—The change in the Opium Duties, which takes place on the first

uary next, very deeply concerns two of the Members of this Chamber,

they have requested that His Excellency the Officer Administering the

rnment, should forward a Telegram, as per enclosed, to Her Britannic
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Majesty’s Minister at Peking, and the Chamber respectfully request that

His Excellency will be pleased to give effect to same without delay, and in

view of the urgency of the matter to ask for the favor of a prompt reply.
The cost of said telegram, when ascertained, will be forwarded to you

by the Chamber.—T have, &c.,
P. RYRIE, Choirman.

The Hon. F. Stewarr, LL.D., Acting Colonial Sceretary.

TELEGRAM.

Opium imported into China by Forcigners before first February pays
. Imperial Customs dues thirty taels per picul as customary will sueh Opium
stand upon same footing every respect as Opimmn imported after first Feb-
ruary and upon which Tmperial dues One Hundred and Ten taels will have
been paid under new Convention also can such Opium imported before first
February be removed after first February from one part of China or port

in China to another without paying any additional duty.

HovcroNG GENERAL CaMBeR oF COMMERCE,
HoxgroNG, 25th Janvary, 1887.

GentnEMeN,—I have to acknowledge the receipt of your letter of this
date, stating that a question of the utmost importance to Opium Merchants
has arisen in connection with the coming into force of the additional clanse
of the Chefoo Convention, on the st proximo, upon which you are unable
to obtain reliable information, and requesting that the Chamber would for-
ward to His Excellency the Administrator, a Telegram, embodied in your
favor under reply, for transmission to Her Britannic Majesty’s Minister at
Peking, coupled with the request to be favored with an immediate reply.

I beg to inform you that a letter has been addressed to His Excellency
the Officer Administering the Giovernment, agreeably to your request, and
for your information I annex copy of the telegram handed to the Govern-
ment for transmission to H. B. M.’s Minister, Peking, and when the cost of
same is ascertained you shall be duly advised.—I have, &c.,

H. U. JEFFRIES, Acting Secretary.

Messrs. Davip Sassoow, Soxs & Co.,
» E.D. Bassoon & Co,,

HoxaeroNG.

¥

A
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No. 115. CoLoNIAL SECRETARY’S OFFICE,
HoxGroxa, 26th January, 1887.
Sir,—I am directed by His Excellency the Officer Administering the
Government to inform you that the Telegram on the question of the change
of Duties on Opium, forwarded in your letter of yesterday, has been duly
trangmitted to Her Britannic Majesty’s Minister at Peking.
The cost of the Telegram is Beventy-three Dollars and eight cents.—
1 have, &c.,
. FrepErIcE StEWART, Acting Colonial Secvetary.
The Hon. P. RyriE,
Chairman, HoNeEoNG GENERAL CHAMBER oF COMMERCE.

Hoxerone GENERAL CHAMBER 0F COMMERCE,

Hoxcrox, 2¢th January, 1887,
GeNTLEMEN,—Adverting to my letter of the 25th instant, T have now
10 acquaint you that the Chamber is in receipt of a communication from the
Acting Colonial Secretary stating that the Government have despatched the
‘Telegram, on the question of the change of Duties on Opium, to Her
‘Britannic Majesty’s Minister at Peking, and that the cost of said Telegram
was Seventy-three Dollars and eight cents (£73.08).—I have, &e.,
H. U. JEFFRIES, Acting Secrefary.
‘Messrs. Davip Sassoox, Soxs & Co.,
» K. D. Bassoox & Co.,
Honeroxe.

Hoxaroxe, 28th Junwary, 1887.

DEear S81r,—We beg to enclose you our Compradore Order for $73.08
being cost of telegram forwarded to Peking through the Government, and we
sh&ﬂ feel greatly obliged by yoursending us the reply, when it arrives, with
all the expedition possible.—We are, &c.,

e DAVID SASSOON, SONS & Co.
H. U. Jerrrizs, Esq.,
Acting Secretary, HoneEoNe GENERAL CHAMBER 0F COMMERCE.

No. 127, CoroxisL SEcRETARY'S OFFICE,
. HoxcroxG, 28th Janvary, 1887,
Sir,—In reply to your letter of the 25th instant, requesting that the

telegram regarding Opium Duties enclosed therein should be forwarded to
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Her Britannic Majesty’s Minister at Peking, T have the honour, by direc-
tion of the Officer Administering the Government, to transmit, for your
information, a copy of a telegram in reply, which His Excellency has
received from Sir Joun Wausuam.—I have, &e., '

FREDERICK STEWART, Acting Colonial Secietary.
The Hon. P. RyrIE,

Chairman, Hoxcxone GENERAL CHAMBER oF COMMERCE.

——

TELEGRAM.
PEKING, 27th January, 1887,

Governor, HONGEONG.

Your telegram of 25th yes if it has paid convention lekin of eighty
taels otherwise it will be liable to special lekin of threc hundred taels
without privileges of convention duty paid opium can be re-exported to
another port after first February but will be subject there to either con-
vention or special lekin and in latter case without privileges of convention
Opium going from treaty ports to places in interior after first February will
on payment of convention lekin enjoy privileges of convention but not
otherwise the special lekin above referred to will be imposed after first
February for the purpose of preventing attempts at evasion of the tax.

WALSHAM,

.

HoNekoNG GENERAL CHAMBER OF COMMERCE,
HoxgroNeg, 28th January, 1887.
GextLEMEN,—I beg to transmit to you the annexed Telegram, for-
warded to the (Chamber by the Acting Colonial Secretary, which His
Excellency the Officer Administering the Government has received from
Sir Jorxy Warsaam, Her Britannic Majesty’s Minister at Peking, in reply
tothe Telegrawm fromthis Chamber regarding the Opium Duties.—I have, &c.,

H. U. JEFFRIES, Acting Secretary.

Messrs. Davip Bassoon, Sons & Co.,
4,  E.D. Sassoow & Co.,

Hoxarong,

[7]
TELEGRAM.
PERING, 272k January, 1887,
Governor, HONGEONG.

Your telegram of 2bth yes if it has paid convention lekin of eighty
taels otherwise it will be liable to special lekin of three hundred taels with-
out privileges of convention duty paid Opium can be re-exported to another
port after first February but will be subject there to either convention or
special lekin and in latter case without privileges of convention Opium going
from treaty ports to places in interior after first February will on payment
of convention lekin enjoy privileges of convention but not otherwise the
special lekin above referred to will be imposed after first February for the
purpose of preventing attempts at evasion of the tax. .

WALSHAM.

Hoxekone GENERAL CHAMBER oF COMMERCE,
Hoxcrong, 29¢h January, 1887.

8ir,—IL have the honour to acknowledge the receipt of your letters Nos.
115 and 127 of the 26th and 28th instant, the former stating that His
Excellency the Officer Administering the Government, had transmitted to
Her Britannic Majesty’s Minister at Peking, the Telegram forwarded in
the Chamber’s letter of the 25th current, and the latter enclosing copy of a
Telegram, in reply, from Sir Joax WarsaAM.

T am desired by the Committee to tender their best thanks to His
Excellency for the prompt attention he has given to the request of the
Chamber, and I beg to enclose, herewith, cheque No. 779047 on the Hong-
kong and Shanghai Banking Corporation, payable to your order, for $73.08,
cost of the Telegram to Peking.

Should any sum be debited to this Government by the Minister at
Peking, for cost of his Telegram in reply, this Chamber will be prepared to
reimburse the same.—I have, &e.,

P. RYRIE, Chairman.

The Hon, F. Stewarr, LL.D., Acting Colonial Secretary.

Mo 160. CoOLONIAL SECRETARY'S OFFICE,

Hoxcxoxa, 1st February, 1887.

S1r,—1I am directed by His Excellency the Officer Administering the
Government to transmit to you, for the information of the Chamber of
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Commeree, the annexed copy of aletéer and its enclosure, from Her Britan-

nic Majesty’s Consul at Canton, respecting the proposed enforcement, from
this date, of the additional clause to the Chefoo Convention.—I have, &ec.,

FREDERICK STEWART, Acting Colonial Secretary.

H. U. Jerrrizs, Hsq.,
Acting Secretary, Honerxone GENERAL CHAMBER 0F COMMERCE.

( Copy.) H. B. M.’s CONSULATE,
No. 8. A CanToN, 29th January, 1887.
Sir,—I have the honour to enclose, for the information of His Excel-
leney the Acting Grovernor, translation of a letter which I have received

“from the Superintendent of Customs at this Port in regard to the proposed

enforcement of the additional article to the Chefoo Convention from the
1st proximo.—I have, &c,, .
CHAL. ALABASTER, Consul.

The Hon. F. Stewart, LL.D., Acting Colonial Seeretary, HoNGRONG.

( Copy.)
THE SUGPERINTENDENT OF Customs AT Canron o HEr MaJEsTY’s CoNSUL.
20th January, 1887.

Str,—With regard to the simultaneous collection of Duty and Likin on
Opium, I have the honour to inform you that some time ago I received from
His Excellency the Hereditary Marquis Tsine a Despateh enclosing a copy
of a Memorial which he had presented to the Throne. The Despatch stated
that, in obedience to Imperial commands, His Excellency had, after care-
ful discussion, agreed with the British Foreign Office that a total of Taels
110 on every hundred catties of Opium should be paid as Duty and Likin at
the time of import.

On the 15th instant I received a telegram from the Tsung-li Yamén
to the effect that the Tikin Stations in the provinces would cease to collect
Likin on Opium on the 31st of January, 1887, and that the whole business
would devolve on the Foreign Customs on the 1st of February; that, as it
would he impossible to send Customs Officers in time to the six stations
near Hongkong and Macao, the Duty and Likin would, for the time being,
be collected according fo the new scale of Taels 110 by the Officers in
charge of the said Customs and Stations, and that the Customs would
commence the simultaneous collection on the 1st of April.
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On receipt of this telegram I issued, in conjunction with His Excel-
lency the Vieeroy, a proclamation for the information and guidance of
Chinese and Foreign merchants as well as circular instructions, and I now
beg to send you the above for your information, and to request that you
will instruct merchants in the sense thereof.—TI have, &c.,

TSENG JUN, Superintendent of Customs.
IloxcroNG GENERAL CnaMBeEr OF COMMERCE,
HoxGroNG, 2nd Februwary, 1887.

‘Srr,—1I have the honour to acknowledge the receipt of your letter No.
160 of yesterday’s date, and on behalf of the Committee I thank you for your £
courtesy, in forwarding for the information of the Members of the Chamber,
copy of a letter, with its enclosure, from Her Britannic Majesty’s Consul at
{;‘_ggﬁ_ton_ respecting the proposed enforcement, from the 1st instant, of the
additional article to the Chefoo Convention.—TI have, &ec.,

H. U. JEFFRIES, Acting Secvetary.
The Hon. F. Sreware, LL.D., Acting Colonial Secretary.

No. 184. CoLoNTAL SECRETARY'S OFFICE,

Hoxcrona, 4th February, 1887.

Sir,—I am directed by His Excellency the Officer Administering the
‘Government to transmit to you, for the information of the Chamber of
‘Commerce, the annexed copy of a Notification issued by the Commissioner
stoms at Canton respecting the simultaneous collection of Likin and
uty on Opium,—I have, &c.,

FREDERICK STEWART, Acting Colonial Secretary.

H. U. Jerrrizs, Esq.,
Acting Secretary, Hongkong GENERAL CHAMBER oF COMMERCE.

—

CUSTOMS NOTIFICATION No. 57.

In obedience to an Imperial Edict authorizing the simultaneous col
£ Duty and Likin on Opium from the 1st February, 1887, by the
ty Port Custom Houses, in accordance with the additional article signed
ondon the 18th July, 1885, and appended to the agreement between
a and Great Britain signed at Chefoo the 13th September, 1876.
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Notice is hereby given:
1st. That on and after the st February Forexo'n Opium arriving
is to pay Tariff Import Duty (Tls. 30) and Treaty Likin
(Tls. 80) simultaneously at the Custom House.
9nd. That consignees may at onee obtain delivery, if they at once
pay.
3rd. That consiguees not desiring to pay at once are to deposit
their Opium in the Customs bonded godown situated behind
the Offices of Messrs. DEacon & Co. on Shamien.
4th. That Opium once deposited in bond cannot be removed till
after payment. :
5th. That after payment the Customs will issue as many Certifi-
cates as owners may require, and will also affix a Custowms
Stamp or label on each ball or cake, in proof of payment, and
to prevent the levy of additional charges.
6th. That owners leaving Opium in bond must insure their own
Opiom.
7¢h, That for Opium already arrived, Duty paid, and taken deli-
very of, but which has not yet paid Likin, owners from Ist
February to 31st July, may pay the Treaty Likin (Tls. 80) to
the Custom House, when Certificates will be issued and labels
affized as above (vide 5th).
8th. That from the 1st February to the 8lst July if Opium is
removed from any godown without having thus (7th) paid
Treaty Likin or is found in civculation without the Customs
label, it will be subjected to Special Likin at the rate of Tls.
300 per 100 catties, and that after the S1st July any such
Opium will be confiscated. '

Hereafter Opium may not be landed in the harbour of Canton unless
covered by a Customs Permit, in accordance with the terms of the Treaties
(Brit. Treaty Art. XXX1Xe,)

Consignees should state on their applications, whether they desire to
take delivery at once, or store their Opinm.

FRANCIS W. WHITE, Commissioner of Customs.

Custon Housg, Cantoy, 31st January, 1887.
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Hoxgxone GENERAL CiAMBER oF (OMMERCE,
HoxcroNG, 6th February, 1887.

Sir,—1I have the honour to acknowlodge the receipt of your despatch

‘No. 184, of the 4th instant, covering copy of a Notification issued by the

Commissioner of Customs at Canton respecting the simultaneous collection

of Likin and Duty on Opium,and to thank you, on behalf of the Committee
of the Chamber, for the courtesy of your information.—I have, &e., .
H. U. JERFRIES, Acting Secretary.

The Hon. F. STEWART, LT.D., Acting Colonial Secretary.

COLONIAL SECRETARY's OFFICE,
IloncroONG, 11th February, 1887.

53»224

Sig,—1I am directed by His Excellency the Officer Administering the
Government to transmit to you, for the information of the Chamber of
‘Commerce, the annexed copy of a letter and its enclosure from Her Britan-
nic Majesty’s Consul at Canton respecting the increase of the Likin on
‘Opium levied by the stations outside of Hongkong.—1 have, &c.,

FREDERICK STEWART, Acting Coloninl Secrelary.
‘H. U. Jerrries, Esq.,
Acting Secretary, Honagone GENERAL CHAMBER 0F CoMMERCE,

e o

H. B. M.s Consul, Canton, lo the Acting Colonial Secretary, Hongkong.
(Copy.) H. B. M.’s CONSULATE,
No. 14. Canrox, 9tk February, 1887.

Sir,—1I have the honour to enclose for the information of His Excel-

lency the Acting Governor, a proclamation issued by the Viceroy and Hoppo

“with regard to the increase of the Lekin levied by the Stations outside

: _‘fme_l_gkong on Opium.

His Excellaucy will observe that the stations are not simply preventive

.....

h..ﬂia@.they collect there Likin, 1.e., provincial dues, (as the duties collected
h?:ﬂustoms are ITmperial Dues) on cargo leaving Hongkong with a view
y of being subsequently imported into China, but before it actually

- 18 80: in other words, that they are stations for the collection of export

duties on Merchandise carried out of the Colony.—1I have, &c.,
CHAL. ALABASTER, Consul.
1. B, Srewarr, LL.D. Acting Colonial Secretary.
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Jolut Proclamation by the Viceroy and Superintendent of Customs.

(Copy.)
Translation.

With reference to the simultaneous collection of Duty and Likin on
Foreign Opium, we received on the 15th January a telegram from the
Tsungli Yamén stating that the Provincial Likin Offices would cease to
collect Duty and Likin on foreign Opium on the 31stof January and that the
whole business would devolve on the Foreign Customs on the 1st of Feb-
ruary; that, as it would be impossible to send Customs’ Officers in time to
the six stations near Hongkong and Macao, the officers in charge of the

. said Customs and Stations would for the time being collect Duty and Likin

according to the new scale of Taels 110 per hundred catties, and the Customs
would carry out the simultaneous collection from the 1st of April.

Having received the above, we duly issue this joint proclamation for
the information of Chinese and Foreign merchants and people.

In future, when you import foreign Opium you will, if it passes the
Foreign Customs, simultaneously pay Duty and Likin to the amount of Taels
110 on every hundred catties in accordance with the new regulations, from
the 1st of February. If it passes the native Custom-houses, you will, in
accordance with the old regulations, continue for the time being to pay hoth
Duty and Likin, and the amount will be a total of Taels 110 per hundred
catties. From the 1st of April the simultaneous collection will be carried
out by the Customs.

You must make pagment at once, let there not be the last delay, doubt
or indecision. Such as disobey will be punished.

A Special Proclamation.

January 31st, 1887.
Translated by ALEX. HOSIE.

HoxekoNe GENERAL CHAMBER OF COMMERCE,
HoxcRONG, 14th February, 1887,

Sre,—I have the honour to acknowledge the receipt of your letter No.
9924, of the 11th instant, forwarding copy of a communication and its en-
closure from Her Britannic Majesty’s Consul ut Canton respecting the in-

No. 365.
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crease of the Likin on Opium levied by the stations outside of Hongkong,
and on behalf of the Committee of the Chamber I thank you for the
courtesy of your information.—I have, &e.,

H. U. JEFFRIES, Acting Secretary.
‘The Hon. ¥. StEwarr, LL.D., Aecting Colonial Secretary.

CoLoNIAL SECRETARY'S OFFICE,
Honeroxg, I5th March, 1887.

Sir,—I am directed by His Excellency the Officer Administering the
Government to transmit fo you, for the information of the Chamber of
Commerce, the annexed copy of a letter from Her Britannic Majesty's
‘Minister at Peking respecting the offer made in the concluding paragraph =
of your letter of the 29th January last to reimburse to the Government the
cost of the telegram sent by Sir Jomy Warsmanm on the 27th January on
the question of Opium Duties.—I have, &c.,

FREDERICK STEWART, Acting Colonial Secretary.

H. U. Jerrrigs, Esq.,
Acting Secretary, Hovcrong GENERAL CHAMBER oF COMMERCE.

(Copy.)

Sir,—1I have the honour to acknowledge the receipt of Your Escel-
lency’s letter of January 81st last, and shall feel much obliged if you will be
:5_;éagocd as to convey my best thanks to the Hongkong Chamber of Commerce
for their offer to reimburse to this Legation the cost of my telegram to
Your Excellency of the 27th of January, relative to the Chinese regula-
tions for Opium which had been imported before the 1sb ultimo and had
paid duty; under the circumstances of the case I feel justified in charging
‘the amount to public funds.—I have, &e.,

PrrING, 3rd March, 1887.

JOHN WALSHAM.

~ His Excellency

THE OFFICER ADMINISTERING THE (GOVERNMENT OF HONGEONG.

HoneKoNG GENERAL CHAMBER OF COMMERCE,
Hoxcrone, I7th March, 1887.

Dear S:rs,—I am requested to transmit to you the annexed copy of a

.  letter from Her Britannic Majesty’s Minister at Peking forwarded to the
- Chamber by the Acting Colonial Secretary, respecting the offer to reim-
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burse to the Government the cost of Sir Jomny Warnsmam's telegram in j

reply to the Chamber’s message of 25th January on the question of Opium
Duties.—I have, &c.,
H. U. JEFFRIES, Secretary.

Messrs. Davip Sassoon, Soxs & Co., HongRONG.
HoxgroNG GENERAL CHAMBER OF COMMERCE,
HoxckoNG, 21st March, 1887.

81r,—I am directed by the Committee of this Chamber to acknowledge,

with thanks, the receipt of your letter No. 365 of the 15th instant, cover-
ing copy of a letter from Her Britannic Majesty’s Minister at Peking

* which states there will be no charge for cost of the telegram despatched by

His Excellency on the 27th January relative to the question of Opium
Duties, and the concerned have been duly advised to that effect.—I have,

&e.,
H. U. JEFFRIES, Secretary.

The Hon. F. Stewart, LL.D., Aeting Colonial Secretary.

35, QueeEN’s Roab,
HoneroNG, 23rd March, 1887.

DeAr Sir,—We are asked by Messrs. Davip SAssoow, Soxs & Co. to
forward to you the enclosed letter, dated to-day, from themselves to you
on the subject of the proposed Opium bill.

The Petition therein referred to shall follow.—Yours, &ec.,

WOTTON & DEACON.

H. U. Jerrrizs, Esq.

Honcroxe, 23rd March, 1887.
Ie Toe Oprum BiLr.
SIR,
1.—On behalf of ourselves and the other wholesale Opium Merchants
of this Colony we beg leave to bring this matter before you for the in-
formation of the Chamber of Commerce.
2.—On Friday, the 18th instant, this Bill, which is entitled “An Ordi-
nance for the better regulation of the trade in Opiﬁm,” was brought into
the Legislative Council and read a first time, and in the ordinary course
would, we believe, be read a second time on Friday nest, the 25th instant.

et .
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- legitimate connection with the subject we wholly fail to see. That person
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This Bill was prepared in accordance with the arrangement arrived at

between the Honourable James Russern, Sir Roserr Harv and Smao
Tao Tar, Joint Commissioners for China, and Mr. Byron BrEnaN, Her
Majesty’s Consul at Tientsin, and was made in pursuance of Article 7
Section 3 of the Agreement hetween Great Britain and China, signed at
Chefoo on the 13th September, 1876, and of Section 9 of the Additional
Article to the said Agreement, signed at London on the 18th July, 1885.
By the arrangement in question it will be seen that Mr. RusseLr on behalf
of the Government of the Colony, undertook to submit this Bill to the

Tegislative Council, but very properly he did not undertake that it should

be passed into law.

3.—Apart from the actual clauses of the Bill in question, the sole
object of such a proposed measure is, and can only be, to check or put an
end to smuggling Opium into China. We think that the Bill in question goes
far beyond this object, and that if passed would not only inflict great injury
upon the Importers of the drug and the wholesale and retail dealers here,
but would inflict a blow upon the Indo-China Opium trade and the com-
‘meree and prosperity of the Colony, possibly ending in driving the whole-
sale Opium Merchants to the Treaty Ports.

4,—1In proof of this we would vefer to Sections 8 and 4 wherein the
‘possession of any quantity of Opium less than a single chest is prohibited,
‘thus at once destroying the retail trade in the drug, and with it the prin-
::.ci:l;a'.l business of the wholesale merchants.

5.—But it may be said that an Ordinance of a similar nature exists at
Singapore. To this we answer that the circumstances of that Colony are
totally different to those of Hongkong. There the supply of drug im-

3 ported and retained in the Colony is mainly if not wholly for consumption

by the Chinese residents. Singapore has an Opium Farmer as we have
here, his monopoly extending to the whole of the drug consumed there.
Here, over and above the extensive trade carried on by foreign vessels to
the Treaty Ports, there is an extensive and legitimate business in the crude
drug carried on by junks to and from the smaller towns and villages in the

~ sea board of Southern China, most of the consignments being in quantities

less than a chest, but amounting in the aggregate to a large figure. No
such trade exists at Singapore.

gy 6. —Anotlier objectionable feature in the Bill in guestion is the extra-
ordinary and extensive powers given by it to the Opium Farmer, whose
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has already a monopoly for the manufacture and sale of prepared opium
within the Colony. His privilege is amply protected by Ordinance No. 1
of 1884, and save as is thereby provided he should have no control over the
raw material.

7.—Under the proposed Ordinance, he is empowered five times in each
month not only to demand from every Merchant in the Colony an account
and description in writing of his stock of Opium on hand, but also by
Limself or his servants to enter into and inspect his stock, and in this res-
pect the Bill is not merely permissive, for by Section 16 he is liable to a
penalty of $500 if he neglects to perform these odious and vexatious duties.
Such large and inquisitorial powers should not be conferred upon him,
The Opium Farmer is a capitalist and a merchant. If he failed either by
himself or his agents, taking advantage of the knowledge acquired by these
visits of inspection, to carry out opium speculations to the serious detri-
ment of the Merchants of the Colony, he would differ from any specimen
of trader that the world has yet seen.

8.—There are other vexatious clauses in the proposed Bill which would
also tend to harrass the Merchants, which however we need not now refer
to, as we think we have already brought forward sufficient objections to
the proposed Ordinance to satisfy the Chamber of Commerce that the Bill
now before the Legislative Council requires careful consideration and very
considerable modifications. For such purposes it is necessary to have the
second reading postponed and sufficient time given to the Chamber and the
public to disecuss and thrash out the whole matter.

We enclose herewith a copy of a Petition we have presented to the
Legislative Council on the subject, and have the honour to remain.—

Yours, &e.,
DAVID SASSOON, SONS & Co.

To H. U. Jerrries, Esq.,
Secretary of the HoNGEONG CIAMBER OF COMMERCE.

To His Excellency Tae PRESIDENT, aud the HoNoURABLE MEMBERS of the
LecisLative CounciL of HoNGKONG.

The humble Petition of Surrrim Ezexier Smenniy, of the firm
of David Sassoon, Sons & Co., Jacos Siras Mosss, of the firm of E.
D. Sassoox & Co., Rurronsee Dapapmoy Tara, of the firm of Tata
& Co., Marcus Davip Ezexrer, of the firm of Abraham, Ezekiel &
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Co., ManomepsHoY Kuersey, of the firm of Tharia Topan, JAFrER-

BE0Y KuErsgy, of the firm of Jairazbhoy Peerbhoy & Co., and Hox-

uUSIEE MEHERWANIEE MEnTA, of the firm of Framjee Hormusjee &

Co., all of Victoria in the Colony of Hongkong, for and on behalf of

the Opium Importers and wholesale Opium Merchants of the said

Jolony.,
SHEWETH,

That at a recent meeting of the Opium Importers and wholesale Opium
‘Mexchants of this Colony, Leld for the purpose of considering the Bill now
‘Lefore your Honourable Council entitled # An Ordinance for the better
yegulation of the trade in Opium™ it was nter alic resolved that the said
Bill, if passed in its present form, would prejudicially affect their trade, =
‘and that your Pefitioners should be appointed a Committee to take such
‘measures as they might consider advisable to bring their complaints hefore
~your Honourable Council,

That while fully recognizing the necessity of carrying out the object
fiﬁi_i_@d at by the said Bill, namely the prevention of Opium smuggling into
‘China, and while sympathizing with its spirit, your Petitioners submit that
‘the means by which it is proposed to effectuate such object wo.uld inflict
serious injury upon the Opium trade, and especially on the aforesaid
‘Opium Importers and wholesale and Retail Opium Dealers, and prove a
hlow to the general commerce and prosperity of this Colony.

1 That your Petitioners believe that the ends intended to be accomplished
by the said Bill could be attained by other and less objectionable means,
‘and that your Petitioners are prepared to co-operate with your Honourable
Cﬂﬂnul and the Executive in attaining the desired object.
. That inasmuch as the Bill affects private interests, and was only
Drought in and read a first time on Friday, the 18th instant, it is desirable
to postpone the second reading thereof so as to enable the persons who are
more immediately interested, as well as the general public, to acquaint
‘themselves with its scope and object.
Your Petitioners therefore humbly pray
L—That the second reading of the said Bill may be post-
‘poned until such day as your Honourable Council may under the
circumstances deem meet.
2.~-That your Petitioncrs may be heard by Counsel at the bar

o of your Honourable Couneil as to their objections to the said Bill

in its present form.
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9.—That the said Bill may be so amended or modified as to
remove the objections of your Petitioners, or that it may be with-
Avawn and a fresh Bill introduced such as the necessity of the
case requires.
And your Petitioners will ever pray, &c.
S. E. SHELLIM,
J. 8. MOSES .
R. D. TATA.
M. D. EZEKIEL.
M. KHETSEY.
J. KHETSEY.
H. M. MEHTA.

Hongkong, 22nd March, 1887.

HoxagonG GENERAL CHAMBER OF COMMERCE,
Hoxcrkona, 24th March, 1887.

Drar Strs,—I have for acknowledgment your note of yesterday’s date, -
enclosing a letter from Messrs. Davip Sassoon, Sons & Co., also copy of a
Petition from said Firm and others addressed to the Legislative Council,
relating to the proposed Opium Bill now under the consideration of the
Government. ‘
~ Inreply, I beg to inform you that, this matter will be submitted to the
Committee of this Chamber, as requested.—I aw, &o.,

H. U. JEFFRIES, Seeretary.

Messrs. Worton & Deacon, Hovaxona.

e et

llongroNG (ENERAL CHAMBER 0 COMMERCE,
HonckoNG, 29th March, 1887.

S1x,—1I am directed by the Committee of this Chamber, to inform you
that a Special Meeting of the Committee was held to-day, to consider the
provisions of the Opium Bill now before the Legislative Council.

. The question before the meeting having been fully discussed, and various
views expressed as to the object of the proposed measure it was unanimously
resolved ;— - _

That this Committee after listening to the arguments of thosc
interested in the Opium Trade of this Colony, believe that no
Bill that limits the trade in Opium to whole chests will be safe
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or satisfactory, and that no modifications can render the pre-
sent Bill acceptable while it contains that provision, and the
Committee further think that if adequate time were given
they could in concert with the parties interested lay before the
Council a Bill which wounld afford ample protection to the
Chinese Government and in no way injure the trade of the
port, and they ave unanimously of opinion that a further post-
ponement of the debate on the second reading for at least one
calendar month is imperatively necessary to enable the public
to understand thoroughly the scope and objects of the pro-
posed measure and to discuss the whole question preparatory
to submitting a new Bill free from the objectionable features
of the present one.”

The Committee beg to submit this matter for the consideration of His

Excellency the Officer Administering the Government, and in view of the
~ importance of the question, respectfully urge that His Excellency will give

it his early attention.—I have, &c.,
H. U. JEFFRIES, Secretary.
The Hon. ¥, Stewart, LL.D., Acting Coloninl Secretary.

B 427 COLONIAL SECRETARY'S OFFICE,

Howexonea, 1st April, 1887.
Sir,—1I have the honour, by direction of His Excellency the Acting

- Governor, to acknowledge the receipt of your letter of the 29th ultimo, and

to state that the matter is receiving His Hxeellency’s attention.—I have, &c.,
FREDERICK STEWART, Acting Colonial Secretary.

9 " H. U. Jerrries, Esq.,

Secretary, HoNeEONG GENERAL CHAMBER OF COMMERCE.

'SCHEME PROPOSED BY THE UNDERSIGNED FOR ALLOWING EXPoORT OF
Raw OrIuM IN QUANTITIES LESS THAN ONE CHEST.
1. Retail sale and export of raw opium in quantities less than one
st will be confined to persons licensed by Giovernment at a nominal fee,
said licensees to enter into bonds of at least $5,000 each to comply with

certain conditions.

(2.) That no opium unless samples not exceeding 2 taels (duly
certified by the Importer) shall be admitted into his premises.
or be under his control except what he obtains in registered
chests.
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(b.) That he will not part with any opium until he has received a
permit of removal from a Government Officer and receipt
from the master of junk or other vessel by which the opium
is to be exported which receipt may bhe made on the official
removal permit, and must be retained by the licensee.

(¢.) That the said licensee will make up and endorse on every parcel
the quantity and kind of opium, and his own name and that
of vendee, and that he shall attach a certificate of sale which
will not be valid for more than 3 days including day of issue.

(d.) That he will permit a search for deficiencies and deliver official
removal permits when Government official may require, and
be liable to penalty and forfeiture of licence in case of defi-
ciency.

2. That with a view to prevent the said opiums being in any way
ve-landed and re-imported to the detriment of the Prepared Opium Farmn
the Government Official charged with the duty of granting permits
of removal, shall at once wire to the officer in charge of I. M. Customs
at Kowloon, the quantity, quality, marks and numbers of the opium ship-
ped by each vessel with name of vessel and number if any, and the name
of the vendor of the opium and the Customs Officer will report all short
arrivals.

3. Government official may in his absolute discretion refuse permit for
shipment by any vessel.

4. Masters of vessels not clearing for a port of China and having
opium on board will have it placed on their manifests and undertake that
it shall not be re-landed.

The Committee of Chamber of Commerce and dealers in Opium Tm-
port and Export recommend this scheme as one which will be satisfactory
to them, and will at the same time protect the Opium Farm and meet other
objects which H. M.’s Government have in view.

C. P. CHATER,

JOHN J. FRANCIS,
of Counsel for Chinese Dealers.

Wa. H. BRERETON,

of Counsel for the Importing and Wholesale
Opiwin Merchants.

Approved by ...
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I am directed to signify, on behalf of the Committee of the Hong-
kong General Chamber of Commerce that, as the dealers in Opium have
‘expressed themselves willing to accept the conditions herein, the Committee
:'I_';‘éaie no objections to offer. :

H. U. JEFFRIES,
: Secretary to the Chamber.
Hongkong, 4th April, 1887,

No. 780, CoroNIAL SECRETARY'S OFKICE,

Hoxeroxe, 21st May, 1887.

: Sir,—With reference to the proposals in connection with the Opinm
Bill now before the Legislative Council, forwarded by you on the 4th ulti- *
‘mo, I am directed by His Excellency the Officer Administering the Govern-
‘ment to acquaint you, for the information of the Chamber of (‘ommerce,
‘that a telegram has been received from the Secretary of State for the Co-
lonies approving of the same; and that the amended Bill will be brought
hefore the Legislative Council on Monday the 23rd instant at 4 p.m. In
- the meantime, I am to transmit to you some printed copies of the Bill, for
- the consideration of the Chamber.—I have, &c.,

. FREDERICK STEWART, Acting Colonial Sccretary.

- H. U. Jerrries, Esq., Seeretary,

IHoxeroxe GENERAL Cnavper or (COMMERCE.

Hoxagkone GeENErAL CHaMper oF COMMERCE,
Hoxerong, 21st May, 1887,

- Dmar Sirs,—T am directed to inform you that this Chamber has been
- advised to-day that, the proposals in connection with the Opium Bill now

- hefore the Legislative Council, submitted by the Chamber onthe 4th ultimo,
~ have been approved by the Secretary of State for the Colonies and that the
) - ameuded Bill will be brought before the Legislative Conneil, on Monday,
- the 23vd instant, at 4 p.u.
L am also instructed to transmit to you some printed copies of the Bill
for your consideration.—I remain, &e.,

H, U. JLFIRIES, Seerefury.

3 Messrs. Daviv Sass00x, Soxs & Co.,
»  E. D. Sassoox & Co.,
HoxgEroxa.
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Hoxakoxe GENERAL CHaMBerR OF COMMERCE,
Hoxexoxe, 25th May, 1887.

Srr,—I have the honour to own receipt of your letter No. 790, of 21st
instant, stating that the Secretary of State for the Colonies had approved
the proposals, submitted by the Chamber, in connection with the Opium
Bill now before the Legislative Council, and I am directed to tender you
the thanks of the Committee for your courtesy in forwarding, for their in-
formation, copies of the Amended Bill.—I have, &ec.,

H. U. JEFERIES, Secretary.

The How. F. Stewant, LL.D., deting Colonial Secretary.

r—

@ W. G. CAMERON.

No. 22 or 1887.

An Ordinance enacted by the Governor of Hong-
kong, with the advice of the Legislative Council
thereof, for the better regulating of the trade

in Opium.

[27th May, 1887.]

HEREAS it is expedient to regulate and control

the movement of Raw Opium within the Colony

and the waters thereof: Be it enacted by the Governor of

Hongkong, with the advice of the Legislative Council
thereof, as follows :—

1. This Ordinance and the Opium Ordinance of 1884,
hereinafter ealled the principal Ordinance, shall be construed:
together as one Ordinance to be called The Opium Ordi-
nances 1884 and 1887.

2. Opium in this Ordinance means raw, crude, or nn-
prepared Opium. :

Chest of Opium means the package, with the opium
therein, such as is usually imported by merchants

in the Colony.

Ship in this Ordinance and in the principal Ordinance
shall be construed so as to include any steam-
vessel, junk, boat, sampan, or any kind of craft
used for conveyance of persons or things by water.

Cen-truction,

Taterpreta-
tiom

it 3, No person shall bring iuto the Colony or the waters
i thereof, or receive therein Opium in quantities less than

than ¢no chest

UL one chest so brought into the Colouy or its waters.
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4. It shall be lawful for the Colonial Treasurer on such
‘terms and conditions as may be approved hy the Governor
in Council, to grant licences for the sale of Opium intended
for export in quantities less than one chest, and no person
except the holders of such licences shall be permitted to
‘sell or barter within the Colony or its waters Opium in
quantities less than one chest. The purchase, sale, or
b - barter of quantities less than one ball of Bengal Opium or
three catties of Malwa, Persian, or Turkish Opium is hereby
) forhidden.

5. It shall be th(? duty of holders of licences to attach
1o all parcels of Opium sold by them in quantities less than
one chest, a certificate in the following form :—

Date, 188
No.
Sold this day to
halls Bengal:
to be exported by him to
"_I)‘er.‘shiB
‘This certificate shall not be valid after noon of the

catties Malwa or

Chop.

6. No person except the Opium Farmer or the licensed
retail dealers shall have in his possession or under his
‘custody or control Opium in quantities less than one chest
withont a eertificate of purchase from a Licensee except he
“can show to the satisfaction of a Magistrate :—

(a.) That the said Opium is covered by a certificate
i of one of the Licensees.

(b.) That he has received it under an officinl export
permit. Provided always that it shall be in the
absolute diseretion of the officer charged with
issuing export permits to grant or whithold the
same, and that this section shall not apply to
samples not excecding two taels covered by a
certificate of the importer,

E '¢. It shallbe the duty of the Licensees to kecp a Register
of the particulars of purchase and sale in such form as the
Governor may from time to time order.

8.

~Any person offending against the provisions of sections

d 6 shall, on conviction before a Magistrate, be liable
ﬁ'ﬁﬁe not exceeding one thousand dollars and the for-
ure of the Opium or in default imprisonment with or
ou har_il tabour for a period not exceeding three months,
1¢ Magistrate may order a period of imprisoument with
vithout hard labour in lieu of a portion of the fine, pro-
d the whole imprisonment do not exceed six mouths ;

Sale of Opinm
in quantities
Less than one
chest.

Sale certifia
cates grantecd
by liconsees,

What pereans
may linze
Opium in
guantities
Tess than one
chest.

Reginter 1o
be kept by
Hicensees.

Tenalties.
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and notwithstanding the penalty for the breach of condi-
tiong to which licenseos are subjeet, it shall be lawful for a
Magistrate to impose on a Licensee a penalty not execceding
five hundred dollars for a breach of any such conditions in
cage it may not be deemed adyizable to proceed for the full
penalty under the licensee’s bond.

9. Every person importing into the Colony any Opiom
shall forthwith report the same to an Officer to be appointed
by the Governor to be named the Superintendent of Imports
and Exports, hereinafter called the Superintendent, giving
the number of chests, and shall, before landing such Opium
or any part thereof, send or cause fo be sent to such
Superintendent a requisition in the form of Shedule A4
giving the particulars therein required, whereupon the
Superintendent shall furnish a permit in the form of
Schedule B authorising the Opium to be landed and stored,
and such permit shall be exhibited to the Opium Farmer or
his Agent and shall be signed by him or his Agent and
shall not he used or acted upon until it is so signed.

10. Every person moving Opium for exportation in
chests shall, before doing so, send to the Superintendent a
requisition in form of Schedule € furnishing the particulars
therein required, whereupon the Superintendent shall grant
an export permit in the form of Schedule D authorising the
said Opium to be exported, The owner or shipper shall
cause such permit to be exhibited to the Opium Farmer or
his Agent, and such permit shall be signed by him or his
Agent, and shall not be used or acted upon until it is so
signed.

11. Every person moving a chest or chests of Opium
from one place to another within the Colony or transhipping
such chest or chests within the waters thereof shall hefore
doing so, furnish to the Superintendent a requisition pro-
perly filled up in the form of Schedule £, whereupon the
Superintendent shall furnish a permit in the form of
Schedule F authorising the transhipment or removal of
the said Opinm, which permit shall be exhibited to the
Opium Farmer or his Agent, and shall be signed by him
or his agent, and shall not be used or acted upon until it
has been so signed.

12. In the event of the arrival at or departure from the
Colouy of any steamer carrying Opium when the Superin-
tendent’s Office is closed or may be closed before application
for a permit ean be made, it shall be lawful for the Agent of
such steamer to land or ship any Opium without a permit,
and to deliver any Opium so landed to the owner or con-
signces thereof, or to keep the same in his own custody, but
<o soon thereafter as the Superintendent’s Office is opened
the said Agent shall apply for the necessary permit, and
furnish the particulars requisite.
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13. Any person offending against or not complying with
any of tI}e provisions of sections 9, 10, 11, 12 zhall be liable
on conviction to a penalty not excceding five hundred
dollars, and any Opium imported or exported or stored or
moved or attempted to be imported or exported or stored
or moved contrary to the provisions of the foregoing sec-
tions shall be seized and may be forfeited. §a.

14. Every importer of Opium shall keep a Register
shiewing the number of chests imported by him and how
and to whom it was disposed of.  Marks and Government
numbers in the case of the Bengal drug shall be given, and such
other marks or numbers in the case of other sorts of Opium
as the Superintendent may require to be pluced upon it.

f-fi;ery nﬁenc;a fl({i' non-compliance with the reguirements
of this section shall be punishabie with a fine not exeeedin
five hundred dollars. 5

15. No junk or other Chinese eraft, whether licensed or
‘not, shall leave her anchorage, unless the safety of the
wvessel (through stress of weather) shall render in necessary
between the hours of 6 v and 6 At from October to
'Mareh'mc}usive, nor between the hours of 7 p.3r. and 5 a.m.
from April to September inclusive, under a penalty, on
conviction hefore two Stipendiary Magistrates, not exc;,ed-

~ ing five hundred dollars, or the forfeiturc of junk and cargo.

Special Permits or Night Clearances hitherto grantable
under Ordinance 8 of 1879, section 88, suh-section% 8 and 9
;ﬁ_hnll_ be no longer allowed, except in the case of Hongkong
specially licensed fishing boats.

16 On the coming into operation of this Ordinance,
every person having in his possession, custody, or control
‘auy Opium within the Colony or its waters shall furnish to
‘the Superintendent an account of all such Opium, and in
case of chests the numbers and marks. on suel; chests

d the Superintendent or his deputy shall be at Iibeft);
at any _.time, and as often as he shall think fit, to demand
writing from every person having any Opinm in his
ession, custody, or eontrol, an account in writing of
the ___Op‘mm" 50 held at the time of such demand, and in “Case
of chests the marks and numbers, and the said Superin-
tendent or his deputy shall be at liberty at any time, to
ml::_‘.el“-_t_he premises where such Opium is, and to ins;;ect
¢ same, and any person refusing to give such account, or
thout reasonable couse shewn to permit such erv, or
ing a false or incorrect account shall be liable, 01{::011-
ction, to a penalty not excceding five hundred dollars,
B dition to any other penalty which may be recoverable
under the terms and conditions of section 4 of this Ordinance.

. rﬁf any Opilum isb found, on search authorised under
rdinance, to have been imported f

= Prdinonco, to ha _contrary to the pro-
- visions of this Ordinance, or to be missing from the p}l)a.ce
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in which it was stored on importation, or from the place
where, according to the permits, it ought to be found stored,
the person in whose possession sueh Opinm so imported
may be found, or in wlhose name such Opium s0 missing
chall have been so stored, shall be liable, on conviction, to
a penalty not exceeding five indred dollars for every
chest of Opium which shall be found to have been so im-
ported, or to be so missing.

18. If the Opium Farmer shall neglect or refuse, or shull
without sufficient canse unreasonably delay to do any of the
acts or things hereinbefore .provided and required to be
done by him, he shall be liable to a penalty for each such
offence not exceeding five hundred dollars.

19. Every person who shall under the provisions of this
Ordinance make any application, or supply any particulars,
Return, or Account, or other written Statement required
by this Ordinance to be made or supplied, shall sign the
same himself, unless he be absent from the Colony or
unable, from sickness, to attend to business, in which
case the same may be signed by his Agent for him; and
if any such application, particulars, Return, Account, or
other Statement shall be false or incorrect, cither in whole
or in part, to the knowledge of the person so making or
supplying the same, whether the same be signed by himself
or by his Agent, such person shall, in every case not
otherwise provided for by this Ordinance, be liable on
conviction to a penalty not exceeding one thousand
dollars for the first offence, and two thousand for every
subsequent offence: and such Agent shall also and in
like manner if offending be liable to penalties of the like
amount, :

90. Any Justice of the Peace may, by his warrant
directed to any Police Officer, not under the rank of a Ser-
geant, empower him by day or by night to enter and search
any dwelling house, shop, or other building or place, or any
ship not being a man-of-war or ship having such status,
lying or being within the waters of the Colony, in any
case in which it shall appear to such Justice of the Peace,
upon the oath of any person, that there is good and suficient
cause to believe that in any such dwelling house, shop, or
other building or place, or on board any such ship is con-
cenled or deposited any Opium subject to forfeiture under
this Ordinance, or as to which an offence has been com-
mitted against any of the provisions of this Ordinance, and
to take possession of any such Opium found to be concealed,
or deposited therein, and of the ship in which the same may
be found, and to arrest aud take any persom, Or persons
being in such dwelling house, shop, or other building, or
place, or on board any such ship, in whose possession,
custody, or control any such Opium may be found, or
whom the said Officer may have good and sufficient reason
to suspect to have concealed or deposited therein or there-
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,abouts any such Opiam, and any Officer to whom such
warrant shall be directed may, in case of obstruction or
resistance, break open any outer or inner doors of such
dwelling house, shop, or other building, or place, and enter
thereinto, and forcibly enter such ship, and every part
thereof_, -ax}d remove by force any obstruetion to such entry
search, seizure, and removal as aforesaid, and may deta:u;
every person found in such place until the said place shall
have been searched, aud all informations to be laid and all
warrants to be issued, and all arrests and seizures to be
made under this Ordinance, may be had or done on a Sun-
day as well as on any other day. .

921. Execise Officers duly appointed under the prinei
(Qrdinance shall be deamedyt-o}é]c' Execise Oﬂicersp?;:'e I%)I?é
purposes of this Ordinance, and shall have the like powers
duties, rights and liabilities with reference to Opium uude;
this Ordinance as they have with reference to prepared
Opium under the prineipal Ordinance.

~ 22, It shall be lawful for any Police or Excise Officer
to arrest without warrant any person within the Colony
whom he reasonably suspeets to be conveying or to have
concealed on his person any Opium in contravention of the
Tequirements of this Ordinance and to take him before a
Magistrate to be dealt with acecording to law,

_ 23. It shall be lawful for any Inspector of Police or an
Excise Officer, having reasonable ground for believing that
there is Opinm in any ship within the waters of the Colony
in contravention of the provisions of this Ordinance (such
ship not being a ship of war or vessel having such status) to
proceed without warrant on hoard such ship, and search for
gu,eh Opium, and seize any so found, and it shall be lawful
for such Inspector to take the Opium so found, together
with the person in whose custody, possession or control it is
found, before a Magistrate, to be dealt with according to law.

4. This Ordinance shall come into operation on a day
to be proclaimed by the Governor.

Passed the Legislative Council of olong, this 27
ot ey a5 uncil of Hongkong, this 27th

ARATHOON SETH,
Clevk of Couneil.

Assented to by His Lxcellency the Offi i
i il r the Officer Ad ter
the Government, the 27th day ni‘ May, 1887. el

FREDERICK STEWART,
Acting Colonial Seevetary.
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SCHEDULES. ()
Application to remove. s

| (A

‘ Bill of Particulars. To the Superintendent of Imports and Exports.

; Sir,
the S intendent of Imports and Exports S L ; )
To the Superintendent o P I'Hrm’gknnﬂ', _ Pleasc issue a permit for the removal of chests of (Malwa)
: r Sir 5 Opium, numbered and marked as below, from and
‘ ' Please issue a permit to land from the which from the eustody and in the possession of G.H. to the custody or
| arrived on chests of Opiuim, numbered and possession of J.K. ‘
iy marked ag below, Time of removal.
| ‘1 To be landed on ab whartf ——
il and stored at (zodown or shop or house), Owener of Shipper or
L y Purchaser,
il Tmporéer, Date, 18
[ ; Date, Fag 2 .
I ; F. g
I oo (B) (F.) g &
i = - G AT = =~
I ' i lé Peymitto Land. Removal Permit. 2 |3
I g g l - s A.B. is authorised to move chests of (Benares) Opinm, 2 &
- i = ﬁ 1.8 {toland from the chests of Opium with marked and numbered as below, from = |
i = é, numbers and marks as noted below and is autboriscd fo store the and from the custody or possession of G.H. to the custody or posses- ‘
il et same in the (godown, shop or house) of Sion of J.K. =
i | o B at x o S
i S e ) (=3 Superintendent. & >
;||‘ _::’ g £ Superintendent. Hongkong, 18
2 & Date, 18

B.

Hoxexoneg GENERAL CHAMBER oF COMMERCE,
Hoxeroxag, 24th March, 1887.

i ()

il | “ = Application to Brport,

il To the Superintendent of Imports and Exports.
I Sir,

l Please issue a permit to export by 81r,—1I have the honour to inform you that, at a Special Meeting of

. L ! chests of Opiam, numbered and marked as ) X
= (i below, on the day of o okt Jommittee of this Chamber, held yesterday, the Ordinances now before
11 S to destination the saic inm havin cn o S s | <
' - purchased by me from S whospe (gﬂdmm,ghouse gislative Council which were published in the Gazefle of the 12th

or shop) it is now stored (or the same being now stored in my
godown, shop or house) at y
or sold by me to who is desirous of exporting it.

'_“ﬁi;,; relating to the Status of the French and German Mail Steamers

the Ports of the Colony of Hongkong, were fully discussed, and the

ng resolution was passed:—

Resolved—* That in the opinion of this Committee the practice of
giving the status of Ships of War to subsidised mereantile
vessels of Foreign Governments is bad and should at once be

Date, 18

5 @>.)

I| i ® £ Permit to Export, X Ry - i :
| - i§ T S R g abolished. That if it be desirable to give special exemptions
it I g to chests of g g 1 i i 2 -
| 53, 5 }2 Opium, marked and numbered as belo, ot the E = _m.fa,vo_ur of Foreign lines of steamers touching at this Port
i || i }i ha;mg_ beetn pgr_chased by the Exporter from SR for the conveyance of criminals or other passengers of their
| =) and now stored in 8 . . e ‘ - "
it ‘ = g BRI & respective nationalities, this can be accomplished in some
i © and sold to = & ey .
| ;"‘ . § % who i required to export in terms of this permit. = ] otl:cr manner than by the system now in foree.”
IR 3 g g 3 attention of the Commi ' . ceat i A
i 8 £ S henTont é Bt the Committee was also -caglled to t'he great incon
. 2 8 Date, 18 i ce and annoyance caused to the mercantile community, arising from
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the regulations recently put in force by the Post Office Department direct-
ing that all correspondence which, through inadvertence, may mnot have
been stamped, shall be returned to the senders, and it was unanimously.
Resolved—* That in the opinion of this Committee the Postal regula-
tions which permit the authorities of this Colony to return to
the senders letters that may be unstamped, is a great hard-
ship upon the community in Hongkong, China and Japan,
and should be rescinded. The Committee would suggest as
an alternative that letters posted unpaid should be charged
double the usnal rate of postage on delivery.”
The Committee venture to submit, for the favourable consideration of

His Excellency the Officer Administering the Government, the foregoing

resolutions, and to request that he may be pleased to give them his early
attention.—I have, &c.,

H._ U. JEFFRIES, Secretary.
The Hon. F. Stewart, LL.D., decting Colonial Secretary.

—

No. 612, COLONIAL SECRETARY'S OFFICE,

HoNGkoNG, 80th April, 1887,

S1r,—With reference to your letter of the 24th ultimo, T am directed
by His Excellency the Officer Administering the Government to acquaint
vou, for the information of the Chamber of Commerce, that copies of the
Resolutions of the Chamber regarding the Ordinances respecting the status
of the French and German Mail Steamers have been forwarded for the
consideration of the Secretary of State for the Colonies.

As regards the Resolation respecting the return of unstamped corres-
pondence, T am directed to state that the notice referred to by you, has
been amended, in the form annexed, and that it will be published in to-
night’s Gazefte. In connection with this latter question, T am to transmit
to you the annexed copy of a letter from the Postmaster General, and to
state that the reason for its not being forwarded to you sooner was that it
was considered that the question was settled. The Postmaster Greneral,
however, now desires that the letter may be recorded by the Chamber.—I
have, &e., :

FREDERICK STEWART, Acting Colonial Secretury.
H. U. Jereries, Esq., i
Secretary, Hongkoxe GENERAT Cuamprr or COMMERCE.
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GOVERNMENT NOTIFICATION.—No, 173,
The following Post Office Notice is published for general information.

By Command,
FREDERICK STEWART, Acting Colonial Secretary.
Colonial Seeretary's Office, Hongkong, 30th April, 1887.

POST OFFICE NOTICE.
| 'The notice of January 20th as to the non-delivery of unpaid local cor-
respondence is cauncelled.
On and after the 1st May deficient postage on loeal correspondence
will be dotbled.
ALFRED LISTER, Postmaster General.
General Post Office, Honglkong, 29th April, 1887.

The Postmaster General to Hon. Acting Colonial Secretary.

~ (Copy.) GeviraL Post Orrics,
No. 18. HoxeKONG, 26th March, 1887.
Sir,—His Esxcellency the Officer Administering the Government
having expressed his intention of referring to this Department the letter of
~ the Chamber of Commerce dated the 24th instant, on the subject of the
- prepayment of Coast correspondence, I anticipate the arrival of the papers,
which ave, it is believed, with the Acting Attorney General on another
§ g 1estion, to make the following remarks, which I venture to request may
~ be submitted to the Chamber.
2. The resolution of the Chamber as published in the daily papers, is
as follows:—

l

Al

“That in the opinion of this Committee the postal regulations
which permit the authorities of this Colony to return to the
senders letters that may be unstamped are a great hardship
upon the community in Hongkong, China, and Japan, and
should be rescinded. The Committee would suggest as an
alternative that letters posted unpaid should be charged double
the usual rate of postage on delivery.”

3. The correspondence laid on the table at the Legislative Council
7, @ copy of which is enclosed, and the remarks Your Excellency
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4, Before going further, an endeavour may be made to simplify matters
by correcting two errors, into one of which the Chamber of Commerce has
fallen, whilst it probably shares in the other with a large part of the public
here:— :

(i.) The rule as to prepayment has not been applied to correspon-
dence from Japan,

(ii.) It has never been the custom here to double local postage.
International postage is doubled when collected from the
addressee of the correspondence, but on local matter only the
suni deficient has hitherto been collected.

5. The suggestion of the Chamber as to the collection of double postage
Joes not mect the case. There are a large number of people at the Coast
Ports, chiefly persons in subordinate positious, who very much prefer that
their postage should be charged to a- mercantile house in Hongkong than
that they should pay it themselves, They would regard the trebling or
quadrupling of the postage with complete indifference,

6. Besides the delay caused by the transit through the Post Office of
masses of unpaid correspondence, an unpaid letter is exposed to theft by
the Chinese employés of this Office for the sake of collecting the unpaid
postage and not accounting for it. Such letters have to be watched as if
they were money or valuables. A Chinese postman steals an unpaid letter,
in the hopo that it may not be for a bozholder. If, on examining it at his
leisure, he finds that it is, so that he cannot obtain the postage, he destroys
it. To put it again into civeulation would lead to enquiry and be dangerous.
The more the sum to be collected ié increased, the greater this risk becomes,

7. Prepayment of letters has long been the rule of the civilized world.
An unpaid letter is a thing fitty years behind its time.

8. Nowhere else than in China, it may be supposed, would persons
throw letters on board a steamer without any sort of precaution, and ima-
wvine that they would arrive at destination. In some cases not content with
doing this where only a single voyage is involved, senders seem to think
that an unpaid letter, flung on board the first steamer that is going, is to be
looked after through two or three transhipments, and to arrive safely at its
address, though that may be at a Port where there is no Post Office to col-

lect the amount due,

9. The Tondon Post Office will not deliver in London a letter which is
incompletely addressed, although the addressee may be perfectly well known.
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- A letter despatched from here with only the address

‘Messrs. Barineg BroTrERS,

Lowpon,

would come back by return mail mavked Insufliciently addressed. Tt is to be
§“.911§$'9d that the Officers of the London Post Office do not know where
BarinG BroruErs are to be found ?  Certainly they know, but, not con-
sidering the Department called upon to keep a large staff doing nothing
but look up names in the Directory they consider the enforcement of the
rule of complete addresses of more importance than the delivery of that
particular letter, and they send it back 10,000 miles to China. )

10. As has been elsewhere stated, however, the difficulty is practically
- at an end, and, so long as the rule of prepayment is generally observeti,
~ this Department will be able to make (in fact has made) arrangements for
' ﬁ_ghg;d'glivery of chance letters which, by accident or inadvertence, may be
; %I spatched without stamps. This Department cannot recommend, howevef,
- that anyone should be allowed to resume the practice of habitually for-
warding uzpaid correspondence.
] 11 It may be objected that loose letters on board a steamer, if stamped,
- are apt to be stolen for the sake of the stamps. This objection may be met
hy stating that there is no objection to the cancellation of such stamps by
ender so long as their generally clean appearance is preserved.—I have,

A. LISTER, Postmaster General,

Cuauser oF COMMERCE,
SINGATORE, 6th My, 1887,

- Dear Sir,—1I observe from the Hongkong newspapers that your

er is stated to have in contemplation the making a communication

Chambers of neighbouring British Colonies, on the question of
2 to Ere'n_ch and German subsidised Mail steamners the status and
ivileges of Men-of-war at British Colonial Ports. Should such be the
leave to point out to you that the present would be a fitting
: 50, as far as regards this Colony, because a Bill Lo confer these
8 on German Mail steamers is now before the Legislative
—I am, &e.,

ALEX, GENTLE, Seecretary.

Secretary, GENERAL CHaMBER OF CoMMERCE, HONGEONG.
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Hoxcrong GENEraL CHAMBER OF COMMERCE,
HoxcroNG, 20th May, 1887.

S1r,—By the desire of the Committee of this Chamber, I am requested
to bring to your notice certain concessions which ave granted, by the Go-
vernment of this Colony, in favour of some Foreign Mercantile lines of
Mail steamers which are highly subsidised by their respective Governments.

To make the matter clear it is perhaps necessary to seck the origin of
these concessions. In virtue of a Postal Convention made with France on
926th September, 1856, the French Mail steamers of the Messageries Maxi-
times which commenced running to China in 1862, are entitled to the
« Status of Ships of War” in this Colony, and, it is believed, in all British
Colonies and dependencies throughout the world where they may touch.
This ¢ Status” eonfers upon the vessel certain privileges, amongst which

are the following:(— .

(a.) Freedom from search in British Ports, unless sanctioned by the
resident representative of the Government to which the vessel
belongs.

(b.) Non-liability for arvest in a British Port at the instance of any
civil suit that may be brought against the vessel.

(¢.) Non-application of the habeas corpus in the case of any passengers
they may carry.

When the French Mail Company commenced running in these waters,
they possessed no special local logislation in their favour, it was not until
the year 1880 that an Ordinance was passed, copy of which is appended,
granting their vessels the * Status of Men-of-war.” The privileges above
noted were taken advantage of by the French Mail Company, leading on
one occasion to a conflict with the local authorities that threatened con-
siderable unpleasantness. However, on remonstrances being made by the
Tmperial Government the irregularities referred to have not been repeated,
guarantees, it is said, having been given ecovering similar future cases.

This Ordinance continued to be passed annually till last year, when the
German Mail line, a mercantile undertaking also highly subsidised by its
Government, sought for, and obtained, {he same concessions hitherto con-
ferred upon the Fremch Mail steamers. The German Government, it is
understood, has no Postal Convention with Great Britain, gimilar to the
French Convention of 1856, but it has sought to obtain the privileges of
« Men-of-war Status” under the Treaty of Paris of (1881) which regulates
Postal matters between the various nations of the world, and has been the
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‘means of establishing what is ecommonly known as the Postal Union, the
rules of which are revised every five years, This treaty does not con’cede
. ‘the “Men-of-war Status” to any nation; it is only in virtue of the special
' Convention of 1856, above referred to, that Fra,n(;e is thus favoured. On
the starfing of the German Mail line to China certain a,m'a.nf'ements. were
entered into by the Homoe Government, by which, it is beli:ved, the Ger-
man line were given the same privileges that had been previously granted
to t‘_hg French Company only, and the Local Government of this Colony
were instructed to frame an Ordinance giving the German Company simila:r
concessions. The Bill was passed for one year, and on its expiry on the
r 1st :Se_.ph_ember last, the Government proposed to remew the Ordinauce to
i hoth .Compa.nies o0 long as the Postal Convention entered into under the
- Treaty of 1881 between England and other Nations, appliéd to this Colon
The Committee of this Chamber thereupon, after fully discussing 1‘.151;
matter, passed the following resolution :—
“That-in the opinion of this Committee, the practice of giving
- the Status of Ships of War to subsidised mercantile vessels of Foreign
; Go?emments is bad, and should at once be abolished. That if it be
'flaesga,ble to give special exemptions in favour of foreign lines of
steamers touching at this Port, for the conveyance of criminals or
other passengers of their respective nationalities, thig can be accom
a jglishled in some other manner than by the system now in force.” :
113118 resolution was transmitted to the Loeal Government. A del;a.te en-
- sued on the Ordinance being submitted when the views of the Chamber
?ya:g:atrongly enunciated. It was apparent the Local Government were
gIpeY rless to refuse to pass an Ordinance that was giving effect to an
arrangement already settled by the Imperial Government. B'Z[‘I:ue Bill was
B gg:?.ssed for a term of one year only, expiring on the 1st September, 1888
. Inthe course of the discussion it was determined to invoke the aidiof th(;
mnous British Dependencies throughout the world, to which alien steamers
1 Mbﬁldlsed by Foreign Governments traded, to unite in a strong represen-
iﬁ L o the .Imperial Government to abolish all preferentia.lulefrisla,tion
: ng s?ch vessels. The Committee of this Chamber are un:,wa.re of
E’ghwms;;ztﬁ:i :tat ma.y‘r bind your community in these matters, but
Qiew e case in the same light as this Chamber, we hope that
0 will aid us in effecting & change in the Taw, and even should yblﬁ*
: ;ls be dissimilar to ours, your support will greatly Lelp us in the
ance of the objects to be attained. It is admitted that alien Gov-
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crnments should have jurisdiction over their own criminals passing
through British waters when conveyed in ships of their respective nation-
alities, but beyond this no further concessions should be given. In the
case of the Gterman Mail steamers, it is suggested that the conecessions
regarding criminals is the only privilege sought for, in which case a short
Bill to that effect can readily attain this special object. If, on the other
hand, it is alleged that no other privileges are really accorded, under the
present Ordinance, than the immunity of aliens from heing called upon to
produce their criminals in British Colonies, the Chamber urge that legis-
lation should be definitely confined to that object and no other. But they
believe that, apart from the real advantages conferred by the ample Ordi-
nance now in foree, a prestige is given to aliens over British shipping,
which, in these days of strong competition and bounty-fed trade, should
not exist, particularly when granted by a country that vaunts its free trade
policy to the world. The concession of lesser advantages, (similar to those

aiven by us to Foreigners,) to British Mail steamers that may trade to the
Ports of the Colonial possessions of Foreign countries, is not an induce-

ment that should influence us to give more than we receive. The fact that
these Foreign subsidised steamers carry Mails, and we should thereby be

induced to facilitate their despatch, ought to have no weight, when onr

own British Mail Packets, notably the Peninsular and Oriental Steam-ship

Company, obtain no snch privileges even in British waters.
A copy of this communication will be forwarded to each of the follow-

ing Chambers of Commerce;— _ :
Rangoon,

Calcutta,

Bombay, Moulmain,
Madras, Kurrachee,
Colombo, Singapore,
Penang, Aden,
Syduey, Melbourne,
Brisbaue, Auckland,
Dunedin, Cape Town,
Mauritius,

On receipt of their replies you will again be communicated with, and
it is suggested that a simultancous joint Memorial be addressed to H.B.M.’s
Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs, urging that all regulations granting
“the Status of Men-of-War” in British waters, whether conferred under
Postal Conventions, Postal Treaties, or guarautees given by Foreign
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Countries to the Imperial Government, be rescinded, and that in lieu

thereof instruetions be given to the various Colonies and Dependencies of

Great Britain to pass Ordinances, having special reference to ecriminals

carried by Mail steamers of Foreign Countries, and detained on board in

British waters by the authority of some authorised tribunal, that these

1 vessels may, under such circumstances, be free from the operation of the
Tlaw of habeas corpus only.—TI have, &e.,

- A. P. McEWEN, Vice-Chairman.
To the Chairinan of the
-CuaMBER 0F COMMERCE,

No. 6 or 1880.

L An Ordinance enacted by the Governor of Hongkong, with the advice of
the Legislative Council thereof, entitled,—*An Ordinance to make
temporary provision for securing the status of French Mail Steamers
within the Ports of the Colony of Hongkong.”

[31st August, 1880.]

v  E it enacted by the Governor of Hongkong, wi i

it enact 1€ ith the advice of the

- ] g,e% slative Council thereof. as follows:— s Al

1. The Steam Packets of the Compagnie des Messageries Maritimes, em-

oyed by the French Post Office in carrying Mails to and from this C{‘;ionv, mf%:’f"eﬁ
l, when in the ports of this Colony, be considered and treated as vessels  wummons

war;_-and shall be entitled to all the rights, privileges and immunities of

s of war, and shall not for any cause be diverted from their special

1t] esw_m;;)'c- liable to segzure ar detention by order of any Court or Judge.

_ LL Nothing contained in this Ordinance, and no rights or privileges ing ri

herebhy _g_rant_ed, shall affect the rights of Her M ajesty theaneen, i[er Hgirs otcram

£

CESSOTS,
s II. This Ordinance shall continue in force, until the First d i
-3 tember, A.D. 1881, inclusive. : Nt Stdimance.

-

HoxekoNG GENERAL CHAMBER oF COMMERCE,
Honerong, 21st May, 1887.

-D.Egg Sir,—I have to acknowledge the receipt of your favour of the

stant, calling attention to the fact thata Bill is now before the Legis-

ouncil of the Straits Settlements relating to the question of grant-
he steamers of the French and German Mail lines, the Status and

rivileges of Mon-of-war, when in British Ports, :

Lt a recent meeting of the Committee of this Chamber, it was decided

ddress a letter on this subjéet to the Chambers of Commerce at the
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British Colonial and Indian Ports, inviting their co-operation in presenting
a memorial to the Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs, urging a modifi-
cation of the present law which, it is helieved, grants to alien steamers
certain privileges not enjoyed by vessels under the British flag.

In furtherance of this object, I am directed to transmit to you the
enclosed letter bearing on this question, and the Committee hope that the
representations therein made may receive due consideration and substantial
support from your Chamber.—I am, &e.,

H. U. JEFFRIES, Secretary.

The Secretary, CuaMBER oF COMMERCE, SINGAPORE.

HoxckoNG GENERAL CHAMBER OF COMMERCE,
HongroNG, st June, 1887.

Sir,—Adverting to the Chamber’s letter of 24th March last and to
your despatch No. 612 dated 30th April, I have now the honor to forward
to you, for the information of His Excellency the Officer Administering the
Government, copy of a letter addressed by this Chamber to the Chambers
of Commerce at the British Colonial and Indian Ports, relating to the
question of granting to French and German Mail steamers the * Status and
privileges of Men-of-war.”—I have, &e.,

H. U. JEFFRIES, Secretary.
The Hon. F. Stewart, LL.D., Acting Colonial Secretary.

No. 840. CoLoNIsL SEcrRETARY's OrFiCE,
HoNGKONG, 2nd June, 1887,

Sir,—I have the honour, by dircction of the Governor, to acknowledge,
with His Excellency’s thanks, the receipt of your letter of the 1lst
instant, forwarding a copy of a letter addressed by the Chamber of Com-
merce to the (hambers of Commeree at the British Colonial and Indian
Ports, relating to the question of granting to French and German Mail
Steamers the * Status and privileges of Men-of-war.”—I have, &c.,

FREDERICK STEWART, Acting Colonial Secretary.

H. U. dJurrrims, sy,
Secretary, 11oNGRoNG GENERAL CHAMBER OF COMMERCE.
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From Singapore Chamber.
SiNcArore, 9th June, 1887,
Dear Sir,—Your letter of date 21st May, together with the printed
Cireular Tetter of date 20th May, on this subject has received the eareful
consideration of my Commiftee.
' In reply I am to inform you, that this Chamber entirely agrees with
and endorses the views expressed in the Circular letter and is prepared to

support and co-operate with your Chamber in a joint Memorial to the
- Secretary of State, on the lines indicated in the recent resolution of your
Chamber and in the last paragraph of your Circular letter. ~T am, &e.,

ALEX. GENTLE, Secretary.

The Seeretary,
‘HoNeKONG GENERAL CHA\IBLR or Coyyuerer, HoNGRONG.

e

From Rangoon Chamber,

Raxeoon, 17th June, 1887.
Sir,—1I am directed to acknowledge receipt of your Circular letter of
~ 90th ultimo asking the assistance of this Chamber in getting the practice
iving the Status of Ships of War to subsidised mercantile vessels of
ign Governments abolished.
In reply I am directed to inform you that this Chamber entirely con-
- in the views expressed in your letter now under reply, and is prepared
in in sending a joint Memorial to H.B.M.s Secretary of State for
1 Affairs, to try and effect this end.—I have, &c.,
_ J. STUART, Secretary.

To the Secretary, HoNkoNG GENERAL CHAMBER OF COMMERCE.

e

From Colombo Chamber.
CovroMro, 18th June, 1887.

81r,—1I am in receipt of your circular letter of 20th May, 1887, upon
ject of the “ Status of Ships of War” accorded to certain vessels of
countries. '

reply I have to state that the Chamber of Commerce of Ceylon is
accord with the views expressed in your letter as those of the
@ General Chamber of Commerce and that this Chamber will be
0 join in a Memorial of the nature indicated in the concluding
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Tt would appear that the course of legislation in the two Colonies has
been very similar. Bills have been introduced into the Ceylon Legislature
under instruction from the Imperial Government. They have been uni-
formly opposed by the representatives of the Mercantile community and
other Unofficial members, who have advanced arguments identical with
those contained in your letter. The bills have, however, on each occasion
been carried by the official majority.

I enclose for your information copies of the Ordinances now in force,
here viz., Nos. 9 and 10 of 1886.—I have, &c.,

HENRY BOIS, Chairman.
A. P. McEwEN, Esq.,
Vice-Chairman, HoNGkoNg GENERAL CHAMBER OF COMMERCE.

—

Ordinance enacted by the Governor of Ceylon, with the advice
and consent of the Legislative Council thereof.
No. 9.—1886.

An Ordinance to make temporary provision for securing
the Status of French Mail Steamers within the
Ports of this Colony.

ArtHur GORDON,

‘W‘HEBEAS by article 5 of the Postal Convention concluded between Ereambie.
Great Britain and France on the 24th of September, 1856, it was

provided that when the steam packets employed by the French Post Office

are subsidised by the French Government, they shall be considered and

treated as vossels of war in all British ports: And whereas it is necessary,

in order 1o give effect to the said article of the said Convention, that the

steam packets of the Compagnie des Messagerics Maritimes shall, when in

the ports of this Colony, have the privileges of vessels of war: Be it enacted

by the Governor of Ceylon, by and with the advice and consent of the

Legislative Council thereof, as follows:—

1. The steam packets of the Compagnic des Messageries Maritimes em- SHLED
ployed by the French Post Office in carrying mails to and from this Colony Marlimes.
and subsidized by the French Government, shall, when in the ports of this Sletiugis,
Colony, be considered and treated as wessels of war, and shall be entitled
to all the rights, privileges, and immunities of vessels of war, and shall not
for any cause he diverted from their special duties, ov be liable to seizure
or detention by order of any court or judge.

2. Nothing ¢ontained in this Ordinance, and no rights or privilegeshereby  Sawing rights
eranted, shall affect the rights of Her Majesty the Queen, Her heirs, or suc- ghlic
CesSOIs.

3, This Ovdinance shall take effect as from the 30th day of June last  Expiryof
past, and shall continue in operation until the 31sb day of December, 1887, Ofciiin b
or the close of the next session of the Legislative Couneil, whichever shall
last happen.

Passed in Council the Twenty-seventh day of October, One thousand
Eight hundred and Eighty-six. :

H. C. P. BELL,

Acting Clerk to the Council.

Assented to by His:Ixeellency the Governorthe First day of November,
One thousand liight hundred and Eighty-six.
CECIL C. SMITH,

Colonial Secretary.

‘7 e
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Ordinance enacted by the Governor of Ceylon, with the advice
and consent of the Legislative Council thereof.
No. 10.—1886.
An Ordinance to make temporary provision for sceuring the
- Status of German Mail Steamers within the
Ports of this Colony.
Artauk GORDON,
: HEREAS Her Majesty's Government has entered into an engage-
ment with the Imperial German Government that the privileges
: tioned in article 5 of the Postal Convention concluded between Great
Britain and France on the 24th of Scptember, 1856, shall be extended, S0
1 as the said Convention shall be in force, to the steam packets of the
Norddeutscher Lloyd. employed by the German Post Office and subsidized
by the Germau Government: And whereas it is necessary, in order to give
effect to the said engagement, that the said steam packets shall, when in
‘the ports of this Colony, bave the privileges of vessels of war: Be it enacted
by the Governor of Ceylon, by and with the advice and consent of the
Liegislative Council thereof, as follows :—

1. The steamn packets of the Norddeutscher Lloyd, employed by the Ger-
man Post Office in carrying mails to and from this Colony and subsidized
by the German Government, shall, when in the ports of this Colony, be
eonsidered _a-nd treated as vessels of war, and shall be entitled to all the
rights, pr_iylleges, and immunities of vessels of war, and shall not for any

_cause be diverted from their special duties, or be liable to seizure or deten-
on by order of any court or judge.

2. Nothing contained in this Ordinance, and no rights or privileges hereb,
granted, shall affect the rights of Her E\‘Iafesty the Queen, Her heizi-s, or suc{
cosors.
This Ordinance shall continue in force until tbe 31st Decomber, 1887,
e close of the next session of the Legislative Council, whichever shall

AL :
se{{).in Couneil the Twenty-seventh day of October, One thousand

~ Eight hundred and Eighty-six.

i H. G’ P. BELL,

__ Aeting Clerk to the Couneil.

- Assented to by His Iixcellency the Governor the First day of N ¢

s thousand Eight hundred and Eighty-six, ARk A

CECIL €. SMITH,
Colenial Seeretary.

From Kurrachee Chamber.

FPreamble.

Statns of
Nerddeutscl er
Lloy:

steamers,

Saving rights
of Crown.

Commience-
ment.

KurracHEE, 44 July, 1887,
‘Dear Srr,—I am in receipt of your Cireular letter dated 20th May,

some Foreign Mercantile lines of Mail Steamers.

regarding certain coucessions granted by the Government of your Colony

I am directed by my Committee to say, that so far as the case has been

Chairman,

‘Hoverone GENERAL CHAMBER or ComMerce, [loNGRONG.

ee their way at present to assist in the matter, but when a joint
' f;iitio_n is determined upon, this Chamber would be glad to add its
port to any movement to oppose the granting of special advantages to
gn Subsidised Mercantile Steamers over British Steamers.—I am, &e.,

HARRY W. BROOCK, Secretury.
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. From Madras Chamber.
Mapras, 11th July, 1887.

Dear Sir,—1I beg to acknowledge receipt of your letter of the 20th
May, requesting the co-operation of this Chamber, together with those of

sisteen other Chambers of Commerce, in a simultaneous J oint Memorial to

the Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs, urging that all regulations grant-
ing to Foreign Mail Steamers “the Status of Men-of-war,” in British waters,
be reseinded and that only Mail steamers carrying criminals be free fromn
the operation of the law of * Habeas Corpus.”

Tn reply I beg to inform you that the action of your Chamber in this

_ matter has the full approval of this Chamber, and that this Chamber is

prepared to sign the Memorial whenever it is forwarded.—I am, &e.,
8. R. TURNBULL, Chairman.

To A. P. McEweN, Esq., Vice-Chairman,
Cuamprr oF COMMERCE, HONGRONG.
From Bengal Chamber.
CaLcuTTa, 18th July, 1887.

S1r,—The Committee of this Chamber having considered your Civeular
of 20th May, 1887, on the question of the Status of vessels of War granted
40 the steamers of the Messageries Maritimes, referred the matter to the
Port Officer, Caleutta, by whom they are informed that in Calcutta “the

I
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granted to the Messageries Maritimes Steamers at Honglkony are very un-

desirable, as there are no Foreign subsidized Mail Steamers coming to any
Port in this Colony they do not see their way to take any action in the
matter at present.—I have, &ec.,

D. HARRIS HASTINGS, Secretary.
A. P. McEwey, Esq., Vice-Chairman,
Hongrkong GeENERAL CHAMBER 0oF COMMERCE.

From Melbourue Chamber.
MELBOURNE, 22nd August, 1887.

- S1r,—I have the honour by desire of the President and Committee of
this Chamber, to acknowledge receipt of your Circular letter of the 20th
:‘M;a_y last on the subject of the Postal Convention between the Home
Government and France of 24th September, 1856, which has been supposed
to confer on the French Mail Steamers the Status of Ships of War in the

- ports of all British Colonies and Dependencies.

: My Committee sympathise fully with the view taken of this question
by your Chamber. They were aware that no claim to such exceptional

;;i%:_rdegg‘s.ha.d been actually set up by any Foreign Mail Steamers visiting
~ this port although some privileges had been sought on one or two occasions

a manner which appeared to imply that the Company could claim them

right, but after receipt of your communication I was directed to call

I I vessels of the Messageries Maritimes or other Foreign trading vessels are :
the attention of our Commissioner of Trade and Customs to the matter and

w “ treated like any other trading vessels so far as this Office is aware, and have
iy no exceptional privileges.”—1I am, &c.,

T S. T. J. BRAITH, Secretary.

_ z'ﬂ'"f_%‘cg‘;')“-l{ing- up copy of the Convention above referred to it was deemed
‘advisable to have an official ruling upon the question by the Law Officers

Accordingly the Attorney
_ eneral was asked to furnish the Minister of Customs with his interpreta- |
: f'ftffirm of the law on the subject. A copy of that Hon, Gentleman’s “opinion” |
- bas been furnished to this Committee and T have now the pleasure to enclose
e t;t? you. From this you will see that no claim to special privileges on
¢ part of foreign subsidized Mail Steamers is or will be recognized at the
s of this Colony.—I have, &ec., '

| To A. P. McEwen, Esq., Vice-Chairman,
I HongroNe GENERAL CHAMBER OF COMMERCE.

e

I From Dunedin Chamber.
DuUNEDIN, 13th August, 1887,

1 S1x,—1I have the honour to acknowledge the receipt of your Circular
bl of the 20th May referring to concess tus granted to subsidized Foreien
Mercantile Lines of steamers by your Government.

In veply thereto, I am instructed by the Committee of this C‘hamberf
to state that, whilst agreeing with you that the privileges such as those

P. COWDEROY, Secrefary.

lon. A, P. McEwEex, Vice-Chairman,

Honekoye GENERAL CHAMBER OF COMMERCE.
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Opinron oF ATToRNEY GENERAL.
Reclaim of French and German Mail Ships to Status of Men-of-war.
“In my opinion the claim of the Messageries Maritimes cannot be sus-
tained under the Convention, a copy of which is forwarded.”

“Though the wording of the Convention is loose, its plain purport.
is to provide for the Mail service between the United Kingdom
of Great Britain and Ireland as it is move than once expressed
and France, and with regard to France, Algeria is specified to
be embraced in the contract showing that all colonies of the
contracting powers were not intended to be included.”

«Probably the Colonies were left out as then of no consequence,
and it might be well to represent to the Colonial Office the
importance of the Imperial Government not agreeing to any
Postal Conventions that would have the effect of giving fo any
Foreign Mercantile lines the right to claim in these Colonies
the important advantages belonging to Ships of ‘War to the
serious disadvantage of our own ships.”

H. J. WRIXON.

15th August, 1887.

From Penang Chamber.
PENANG, 23rd August, 1887.

Sir,—-Referring to your Circular dated 20th May last, asking for this
Shamber’s support to your resolution, to memorialize the Imperial Govern-
ment, to abolish the law, or alter the sume with regard to the special con-

" cessions to Foreign Mail Steamers, I am instructed to send you the words

of a resolution passed by this Chamber at a general meeting.

«Phat this Chamber resolve to support the Hongkong Chamber
of Commercs in their Memorial to the Imperial Government
with refevence to the Status of Foreign Mail steamers in these
waters, and that a copy of this resolution be sent to the
I—qulo'kanr Chamber of Commerce.”—1I have, &c.,

W. AVER, Secr etary.

The Chairman, CaHAMBER OF COMMERCE, HoNGKONG.

From Sydncy Chamber,
SypNEY, 11th October, 1887,

Dear Sir,—Referring to your Circular of 20th May last relative to
certain concessions which are granted by the Gosernment of your Colony
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in favour of Foreign Mercantile lines of Mail steamers which are highly
subsidized by their respective Governments, I have to apologise for delay
in replying thereto, such delay having heen occasioned by the &ifﬁculty ex-
__1")'e'rieneed in endeavouring to obtain official replies from our Government.
After some considerable trouble our Chairman, the Hon. 8. A, Josrru,
: M.L.C., has been enabled to go thoroughly into the subject, and on his
~ report to the Committee T am instructed to veply.
1st. That any right that is accorded the French line of Mail steamers,
is pq;‘ely of a reciprocal character, British Mail steamers receiving the same
p vilege in French Ports and dependencies.
2nd. That none of the difficulties or unpleasantness referred to in your
Circular have ever oceurred in Australasia—all claims, &c. having been
settled amicably and with considerably less friction than is ordinarily ex-
- perienced with British Merchant lines of steamers or sailing vessels. |
8rd. That so long as “equal rights” are gvanted to British Mail
St,ea.mers in the ports of the respective Governments subsidizing Foreign
- Mercantile lines of Mail steamers, this Chamber is unwilling to join in the
‘ij;pmposed Memorial to the Imperial Government to alter the existing regu-
y ;Llaj;tfii}iig..——l am, &c.,
. HENRY CHAS. MITCHELL, Secretary.
-~ The Seeretary, Cunavser or Connercer, HoNGRONG.

CitaMseEr 0F COMMERCE,
SixcArore, 13th December, 1887.
Status of queign Mail Steamers in British Ports.
: _;DEAR Sir,—Referring to your Cireular and letter of 20th ‘and 21st
; May last on this subject and to my reply of 9th June, I should be obliged
u would inform me if any progress has been made with the proposed

int Memorial to the Secretary of State embodying the views expressed
_ in the last paragraph of your Circular letter.

I beg to direct the attention of your Committee to the fact, that against.
- the remonstrance of the majority of the unofficial members of the Straits
sttlements Legislative Council, two Ordinances have recently heen passed

atus and privileges of Men-of-war, in this Colony, and that unlike
ormer Ordinances of similar purport they are no longer annual Ordi-

ch Government in 1856. The subjoined extract from the memo. of
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Objects and Reasons attached to one of these Ordinances, shows the views
entertained by the Government of this Colony of the probable continuance
of these privileges.—I am, &c.,
ALEX, GENTLE, Secretary.
The Seeretary, HoNGKONG GENERAL CHAMBER OF COoMMERCE.
( Copy-)
Memorandum of Qbjects und Reasons.

This Bill has been introduced at the instance of the Secretary of State
for Foreign Affairs with the object of giving the force of law so far as ve-
gards th_is G'olouy to the French Postal Convention of 1856. Hitherto a
gimilar Act has been passed at short intervals in the espectation that the
(onvention would shortly be determined or be replaced by another.

It appears, however, that there is no immediate likelihood of the Con-
vention being determined, and it is therefore considered desirable to avoid
the necessity of these frequent renewals by enacting once for all an Ordi-
nance to continue as long as the Convention endures.

J. W. BONSER, Attorney General, S.8.

ATTORNEY (GENERAL'S CHAMBERS,
SINGAPORE, 7th November, 1887.

Hoxerong GrNERAL CHAMBER OF COMMERCE,
Hoxcroxa, 13th Junwory, 1888,

Str,—I have to acknowledge the receipt of your letter dated 13th ulti-
mo, advising that Ordinances have been passed by the Straits Settlements
Tiegislative Council conferring on the steamers of the German and French
Mail Tines the Status and privileges of Men-of-war within the waters of
your Colony, and asking what progress has been made, by this Chamber,
with the proposed joint Memorial on this subject to be forwarded to the
Imperial Government.

In reply, I am to acquaint you that uravoidable delay has arisen in
consequence of non-receipt of replies from several of the Chambers of
Commerce to whom the Civeular Letter of 20th May was addressed, and I
am to add that the matter will receive the earliest attention possible.—I
have, &e.,

H. U. JEFFRIES, Secretury.
The Seeretary, SINGAPORE Cuaxeer oF COMMERCE.
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. HonagoNs GENERAL CHAMBER oF COMMERCE,
Honcxoxe, 81st Mareh, 1887,

Sir,—I have the honour to enclose a letter in triplicate, addressed to
Her Majesty's Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs, relating to the ques-
': -f;_i_on of direct communication betwegn the Chamber and Her Majesty’s
@present&tive at Peking, and to request that His Excellency the Admi-
nistrator will be good enough to forward the same by the outgoing mail.-—
I have, &c.,
3 P. RYRIE, Chairman.
' Hon. F. Stewarr, LL.D., Acting Colonicl Seeretary.

HoxekoNG GENERAL CHAMBER o COMMERCE,
HoxnGroNG, 31st March, 1887.

My Lorp Marquess,—By desire of the Commirttee of the Hongkong
‘General Chamber of Commerce, I have the honour to inform you that, at the
Annual General Meeting of the Chamber, attention was called to the re-
quest of Her Majesty’s Chargé d’Affaires at Peking conveyed in his letter
of 25th February, 1886, to the effect that this Chamber;—

" «Will be good enough in future to address any communication to Her
ﬁ}i@jésty’s Representative in Peking, respecting the Commercial interests of
: Hongkong, through the regular channel of the Government of the Colony;”
when it was resolved that the Committee of the Chamber be instructed to
ress the Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs in reference to this sub-
joct
In respectfully submitting this question for the consideration of your
m"'d’_s_h-ip, I have the honor to express the opinion of the Committee that,
‘the practical effect of this change is very prejudicial to the interests of the
- mereantile community, for the Committee -believe that by granting direct
| ‘communication with Her Britannic Majesty’s Government the interest of
~ merchants are best served.
/ The letter before queted, assigned no reason for this departure frum
- the established practice of holding direct communication with Her Ma-

- jesty’s Minister at Peking, which had been in force for many years.
‘The Comnittee venture to express their opinion that should the changu
~ have arisen from a desire on the part of Her Britannic Majesty’s Goveru.
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which the Chamber may from time to time communicate to Her Britannic
Majesty’s Representative at Peking, such opinions could have been readily
and promptly obtained from the Local Government; for the Chamber have
been in the habit of handing them copies of all letters they have addresscd
to Peking, and should Your Lordship think fit to restore the privilege and
honour this Chamber has so long enjoyed, the custom will be continued.

The Committee venture respectfully to express their hope that Your
Lordship will be pleased to favourably consider their representations ; and
further that you may be pleased to rescind the present instructions.—I
have, &c.,

. RYRIE, Chairman.

The Most Honourable Txe MARQUESS OF SALISBURY, K.G., &e., &,
H.B.Ms Principal Secrctary of State for Foreign Affairs, London.

No., 1086. COLONIAT SECRETARY'S OPFICE,
HoxGEONG, 15th July, 1887.

Sir,—With reference to your letter of Srd March last, to Her Majesty’s
Principal Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs, T have the honour, by
divection of His Excellency the Officer Administering the Government, to
inform you that a despatch has been received from the Secretary of State
for the Colonies, stating that there is no objection to the Chamber addres-
sing communications affecting the Commercial interests of Hongkong
divect to Her Majesty’s Minister at Peking, provided that copies of all
such communications are at the same time handed to the Colonial Govern-
wment for the information of the Governor, as proposed in your letter.

I am to add that, when Lord Sranrey felt it necessary to object to
this practice, he understood that the Governor was not always informed of
such representations.—I have, &c.,

FREDERICK STEWART, Acting Colonial Secretary.
The Honourable P. Ryrir, :
Chairman, HoxaKONG GENERAL CHAMBER OF COMMERCE.

IloxckoNG GENERAL (HAMBER 0 COMMERCE,
Honcroxe, 18th July, 1887.
Sir,—1 have the honour to acknowledge the receipt and, on behalf of
the Committee of the Chamber, thank you for your Letter No. 1086, of the
15th instant, advising that His Excellency the Officer Administering the

~ DNo. 643. .
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government had received a despatch from the Secretary of State for the
Colonies, in answer to the Chamber’s letter of 31st March last to the effect
that there is no objection to the Chamber corresponding direct with Her
Maj‘esty’s Minister at Peking on questions affecting the Commercial in

terests of the Clolony, provided that copies of the correspondence are f;r-
-wayrded to the Colonial Government, for the information of the Governo '-
—T have, &c., &

P. RYRIE, Chairman.

i b ; :
The Hon. F. Stewarr, LL.D., Adcting Colonial Secretury.

D.

CoLoNIAL SEcRETARY's OFFICE,
Hoxcxoxe, 9th May, 1887.

. .SI‘R,—*_I am directed by the Officer Administering the Government to

transmit to you, for the consideration of the Chamber of Commerce, the

- annexed copy of a letter from the Postmaster General, suggesting a change
Ly

 the day of departure of the steamers of the Pacific Mail Steam-shin Com
TH SSbhn

e ad e : e

3 11 Vy;,thn ;1.9 Occidental and Oriental Steam Navigation Company; and to
is?ata-; at His Excellency would e much obliged if the Chamber would
~ strongly support Mr. LISTER’s recommendation, in case it concurs in his

ion as to the great inconvenience caused at present to the publie.—I
, &c., 2

| FREDERICK STEWART, Acting Colonial Secretary.
JEFERIES, Esq., Secretary,

Hoxaxoxeg (GENERAL CHAMBER oF COMMERCE,

The Postmaster General to Acting Colonial Secretary

i GENERAL Postr Orricr,
'jS;IB,-;—-I have the lionour to sucwoest tl HUNGKON?, ﬁ?h <

_ g 1at & communication be addressed
ti ?mpanies.requesting him to take into consideration the great and
is&:%ncnuvemeuce inflicted on the public here by the constant despateh
.-mers. of the two Companies on the days fixed for the departures
g_dg for Burope. I venture to recommend that Mr. Harman 'h;a
4 g the subject under the notice of his directors with. if possibl
ourable representation from himself, ’ i e
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I would also recommend that the matter
hich may see its way to supporting the views expressed below.
Jle that nearly each alternate

be veferred to the Chamber of

Commerce, W

It cannot surely be absolutely unavoida!
voyage of these trans-Pacific Steamers should he timed so as to coin
exactly with the departure of a French or English Mail from Hongkony.
il less would it seem necessary that, when the two lines vifl Suez alter
their day of departure, the two American lines should immediately alter
theirs to the same day. Yet this is what has taken place. The Mails for
Burope left on Tuesday all through the winter, the American Mails fre-
quently left on Tuesday too; the mail day has now heen altered to Thursday,
and on the very first Thursday fixed for an English Mail, an American Mail

cide

steamer is despatched also.

Lt has not unfrequently happened that the day on which this most
inconvenient concurrence of outward Mails has taken place has also been
the day on which the French Mail from Europe arvived. It can hardly be

expected that postal work can be carried on, by a limited staff, in an over-

crowded building, with anything like the proper awount of care and exacti-
tude under such circumstances.
The despatch of the American packet on the same day as the packet for

the business community heve of the advantage of having «

Hurope deprives
moment as this Office is

Supplementary Mail made up on board till the last
unable to detach an Officer to perform that duty.
The inconvenience to mercantile houses chiefly consists in having to
write for two Mails at the same time, but there is a large class of people,
whose interests this Office has to consider, who, instead of sending to the

Post Office, as merchants and most residents do, come themselves, either be-

cause they have 1o servants, or none that they can trust, or because they

happen to be passing, and prefer to attend to their husiness personally.

This class consists of ship-captains, their wives and families, sea-faring
people generally, residents who keep but very small establishments, police-
men and soldiers, and their wives, travellers passing through and othiers. All
coming to the Post Office on a day when the American mail
LEvery window is besieged by
‘and whilst the soldier or

these persons,
is leaving, find it mearly unapproachable.
Chinese, buying stamps, and posting their letters,
sailor can elbow his way through the crowd, the soldier’s or policemen’s wite,
or the occasional lady who makes enquiries at the Post Office personally,
finds it almost impossible to get what she wants. No organization will
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remedy this in the existing building, and with the present staff, for theve is
no room to establish separate approaches for Europeans, and no officers to
attend to thew if there were room.

A simpler remedy would be that the two American Companies should
select some day of departure which is not the day fixed for the departure of
the mail for Europe.—I have, &c , '

A. LISTER, Postmuster General.

The Hon. FrEDpERICK STEWART, LL.D.,
Acting Colonial Secretary.

HoxcgoNg GENERAL COoaMBER or COMMERCE,
Hoxcrong, 30th May, 1887.

Sir,—Your despatch No. 643, of the 9th May, and its enclosure, was
fully discussed at a meeting of the Committee held on the 20th instant
and I am desired to state, for the information of His Excellency the Ofﬁce;
Administering the Government that, while the Committee appreciate and
eoret the inconvenience caused by the occasional departure of the European

-.-.America,n mails on the same day, they are of opinion that, it would be a
~ matter not only of soms difficulty but also of much delicacy for the Cham-
: ber to lend its influence in preferring the request of the Postmaster

- General, to the effect that the companies running steamers to America
. g};gqld be asked to alter their schedules so as not to interfere with the dates
fixed for the sailing of the European mails.

The Committee bear in mind that, the companies which carry the
erican mails are not subsidised, and it is evident from information

~ within their knowledge that, not only the arrangements for the despatch of

 their steamers were made entirely irrespective of the movements of the

sidised European mail lines, but that pecuniary loss would be incurred
by a change in their dates of sailing.

B On refqrence to the Companies published schedules, it appears that
%ﬁn‘m. the 10th August, 1886, to Ist June, 1887, a period of about ten
nths, the departures from here were:—

89 to Europe against 28 to America, of which only 12 were coincident.

Regarded by the light of the main principle that the Post Office was
anized for the Publie, the Committee is of opinion that, the true remedy
¢ insufficiency of the Postal department complained of by Mr. Lister
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must originate with the Post Office, as it appears from his letter of 6th
May that there are not the necessary facilities at command to meet the
exigencies of the Public service.

For these reasons, I am requested by the Committee to say that,
after a careful review of the question, they find it impracticable to advocate
the views expressed by the Postmaster General.—I have, &c.,

1. U. JEFEFRIES, Seceretary.
The Hon. F. Stewart, LL.D., Aeting Colonial Secretary.

E.

CoLONIAL SECRETARY'S OFFICE,
Hoxckoxg, 16th May, 1887.

No. 739.

Sir,—I am directed by the Officer Administering the Government to
transmit to you, for the consideration of the Chamber of Commerce, the
annesed draft Regulations for the Licensing, Management, and Control of
Boats and Boatmen ; and to state that His Excellency would be much
obliged if the Chamber would be good enough to fayour the Government
with their opinion thereon.—I have, &c.,

FREDERICK STEWART, Acting Colonial Secretary.

H. U. Jerrries, Esq.,
Secretary, HoNGKONG GENERAL CHAMBER OF COMMERCE.

Honcroxe GENERAL CHAMBER OF COMMERCE,
HoNGKONG, 80tk May, 1887.

S1r,—I have the honour to acknowledge the receipt of your despatch
No. 739 of the 16th instant, submitting to this Chamber for an expression
of opinion thereon, copy of Drait regulations for the Licensing, Management,
and Control of Boats and Boatmen.

The subject was discussed at a recent meeting of the Committee, and
they would respectfully suggest, for the consideration of His Excellency the
Officer Administering the Government, the following additions and altera-
tions, in the details of working, as regaids Cargo Boats and Cargo Boatmen,
which practical experience shows to be desirable.

Section G.—After the word Department to add “or employer of

said boat.”
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To specify in each class of boat the “Dreadth, depth,
and dead weight capacity.”

Section 8.—

Section 9.—To add the following clause: “the head hoatman when
hiring his Loat shall receive from the employer a certificate
(Form C.), showing his engagement and he shall produce this
certificate if called upon by any subsequent applicant for hiring;
the certificate in no case shall bear an older date than three
days prior to the wounld he hirers application.”

Section 10.—Inasmuch as the work of loading and discharging is
frequently carried on at night, it is advisable to alter the
phrase “per day of 12 hours ” to read as follows : “per working
day or night of 12 hours.”

Section 12.—Having regard to the nature of trade at this port, it is
desirable to insert a clause in the licence stating the number
pf‘ able bodied men applicable to the working and handling of
Cargo, in gach boat of each class, that shall be carried by the
respective boats.

Section 16.—That the licence ticket should specify to which class
the boat belongs, giving full details, length, breadth, depth,
dead weight capacity and number of crew and have printed
upon it in English and Chinese the seale of fares.—I have, &e.,

H. U. JEFFRIES, Secretary.
%i’he Hon. F. Srewarr, LL.D., Acting Colonial Secretary.

Form C.

have hired Cargo Boat No.
(Address of Hirer.)

" This is to certify that

Hongkong, 188

It is suggested that the Government might supply these certificates free
~of cost, with the license.

COLONTAL SECRETARY's OFFICE,
Honexroxe, 6th July, 1887.

Sir,—Referring to the correspondence which has passed between the




—
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weight capacity of Cargo Boats, I have the honour, by direction of the

Officer Administering the Government, to inform you that, as the length

and capacity cannot conveniently go together, it has heen proposed to leave

- out the length of the boat, and insert the capacity ouly in the Regulations,

as follows:—

1st Class Boat, 800 piculs capacity and over, .................o. 520
and Class Boat, between 450 and 800 piculs Capagibe, SR s 10
3rd Class Boat, between 100 and 450 piculs capacity, ........... 5
4th Class Boat, under 100 piculs capacity, .......cccooiion 3

. 1f this does not meet the views of the Chamber, His Excellency would
be obliged by your drafting a scale, and forwarding it to me for his consi-

devation.—I have, &c.,
FREDERICK STEWART, Acting Colonial Seerctary.

H. U. Jerrrics, Esq.,
y (]
Sceretary, HoNGEONG GENERAL CyAMBER OF COMMERCE.

HoxgkoxG GENERAL CHAMBER 0F COMMERCE,
Honcxoxg, 16th July, 1887. :

S1r,—1I have submitted to the Clommittee of this Chamber, your letter
No. 1037, dated the 6th instant, referring to the subject of the Licensing,
Management, and Control of Boats and Boatmen, intimating that as the
length and capacity of the Cargo Boats cannot conveniently go together,
it is proposed to insert the capacity only in the new Regulations, and at
the same time submitting for the consideration of the Chamber, a table
indicating the licence fees to be charged.

In reply, the Committee request me to say that, they do not consider
it ossential to insert the length of the Boat in the Regulations, and I am
desired to take this opportunity of suggesting, for the approval of His
Excellency the Administrator, the annexed Table, in place of that proposed
in your despatch under reply.—T have, &e., . ' g
II. U. JEFFRIES, Seeretary.
The Hon, ¥. Stewart, LL.D., deting Colonial Seerctary.

———t

PROPOSED TABLE.

1st (lass Boat, above 800 piculs capaciby,......cccovneeiiieinn 520
9nd (lass Boat, above 450 and under 800 piculs capacity,...... 10
3rd Class Boat, above 100 and under 450 piculs capacity, ...... 5

3

4th (lass Boat, under 100 piculs capacity, ..........coociennienen
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No. 767. ('01.ONTAL SECRETARY'S OFFICE,
HoNakoxG, 19¢h May, 1887.
Sir,—I am directed Dy the Officer Administering the Government to
transmit to you for the consideration of the Hongkong General Chamber of

Commerce, the annexed copies of correspondence respecting an offer of the
Japanese Government to coin Silver Yen for this Colony at a charge of one
- per cent, and to state that His Excellency would be glad to be favoured
~ with the views of the Chamber on the subject.—I have, &e.,

FREDERICK STLEWART, dcting Coloniul Secretary.

H. U. Jerrris, Esq.,
Secretary, Hoxexoxe GENERAL CHAMBER o1 COMMERCE.

-

H. M.’s Minister, Japan, to H, E. the Officer Administering the

Government.

Toxio, May 7th, 1887.
Str,—1I have the honour to inform Your Excellency that I received some
S 40, 8 note from the Vice Minister of Foreign Affairs, stating that, in
ew of enquiries which had been made of the Japanese Consul at Hongkong
ertain parties in that Colony, he thought it right to let me know that
¢ Japanese Government would gladly undertake to coin as many Yen as

e required at a charge of one per cent, it it suited the Colonial
ment to declare the Yen legal currency in Hongkong.

I shall be glad to know what views Your Excellency entertains on this
ject, and meanwhile T beg to enclose herewith, copy of the Despatch and
enclosures in which I have reported the matter to the Secretary of State.

' have, &c.,
: E. R, PLENKETT.

- Iiix Excellency Major-General Canerox, C.13., Hongkong.

Toxio, May 4th, 1887.

: Lorn,—I have the honour to enclose herewith copy‘of.a note in
ch the Vice Minigter for Foreign Affairs informs me that in case the
vermment of Hongkong are disposed to recognize the Japanese Silver
legal tender in that Colony, the Japanese Government will gladly
ke the work of coining such Silver Yen to the extent required at 2

of one per cent.
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T also transmit copy of the reply which I addressed to Mr. Aok, stating
that I sheuld lose no time in bringing this proposal to the notice of Your
Lordship, and of the Governor of Hongkong.

In my Despatch No. 26 of the 19¢h of January, I called Your Lovd-
ship’s attention to the great exportation, which was then taking place, of
silver Yen; and to the dangers which I thought might be caused to Japan
by such a continuous drain of silver. This exportation has now temporarily
ceased in consequence of the opening of the tea season.

-T have had occasion more than once to speak on this subject with
Count Ivo. His Excellency has always maintained that no danger could
arise to Japan, as long as the importation of silver bullion from abroad
did not fall helow the exportation of the coined silver, and that so far from
objecting to the exportation of silver Yen for use in the Straits Settle-
ments, or in the Treaty Ports of China, he would be glad to see the silver
Yen adopted there, and acquire the position hitherto held in the Far East
by the Mexican Dollar,

I have no doubt that the note, copy of which I am now submitting to
Your Lordship has been written with the above object, and I await Your
Lordship’s instructions, hefore expressing an opinion on the subject,

The chief objection I have heard raised to the adoption elsewhere of the
silver Yen as current coin, is the fact that the Japanese have at present only
one mint, namely at Osaka, and that in case of sudden financial pressure,
they might find it difficult to coin sufficient Yen for the use of Japan itself,
without mentioning' the other countries which under such circumstances,

would be dependent upon it.—I have, &e.,

F. R. PLUNKETT.

Tue Marquis or Savissury, K.G., &c.

H. B. M.s LEGATION,
Tok1o, 2rd May, 1887.

Dear Mn. Aoki,—I beg to acknowledge the receipt of Your Excel-
lency’s note of the 80th ultimo in which you inform me that, in case the
Gzovernment of Hongkong, in connexion with the movement set on foot in
that Colony and Singapore, to revise the local currency, are disposed to
recognize the Japanese Silver Yen as legal tender in those Colonies, the

Imperial Government of Japan would gladly undertake the work of coining

() §
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such Silver Yen, to the extent required by the Hongkong Government at a
charge of one per cent.

shall lose no time in bringing this proposal to the notice of the
Marquis of Salishury, and of the Governor of Honglkong, and shall not fail
to communicate to you at once the answer which I may receive on this
subject.—I remain, &c.,

s E. R. PLUNKETTY.
His Excellency, Suizo Aoki.

Foreien Orrick,

: Toxio, April 30¢h, 1887,
My Dear Siz Fraxcrs,

Si,—I have received a communication from H., I, Majesty’s Consul at
Tongkong, to the effect that a plan is being countemplated there for intro-
lucing a certain improvement on the currency of Hongkong and Singapore,
~and that leading members of the Hongkong community, in answer to
nquiries made unofficially by the Consul, have intimated that they would
b g te wﬂlmg to adopﬁ the J: apanese Silver Yen, if it should receive the

.Havmg referred the mattel to the proper authority of my ({overnment,
I have now tle honour to acquaint you that, in case the Government of
ongkong should decide to recognize the Japanese Silver Yen as the legal
ncy, the Imperial Government would gladly undertake the work of
g the Yen at the charge of 1 per cent, feeling amply able to supply
hatever amount may be needed. I hope you will be so good as to com-
icate the proposal of the Imperial Government to-the favourable consi-
ion of the proper authority of the Hongkong Government, and to assist
oringing the matter into a successful consummation.—I remain, &c.,

SUIZO AOKI.

HonekoNe GENERAL CHAMBER oF COMMERCE,
Hoxaxong, 31st May, 1887,
R,—I have the honour, by direction of the Committee, to reply to
atch No. 767, dated 19th May, forwarding for the consideration and
ion of the Chamber; copies of correspondence respecting an offer of the
anese Government to coin Silver Yen for this Colony at a charge of one
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Cooktown 14 days from IHonglkong:,
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The subject was fully considered at a meeting of the Committee held on
the 20th instant and I am desired to state, for the information of His Exeel-
lency the Officer Administering the Government that, the Chamber cannot
recommend the adoption of the Silver Yen in Hongkong, chiefly for the
<on that it is not current amongst the Chinese in the Canton province.

During the Export season, large shipments of coin have to be made from
Hongkong to Canton in payment for Silk and other produce, and it is obvious
that great inconvenience would result if a coinage was established here which
is not available for shipment to the port of (anton.—1I have, &c.,

11. U. JEFFRIES, Secretary.

Townsville 15 days from Hongkong.

Brisbane 17 days from Hongkong. .
all of which ave classifield us exceeding 80 days and entailing the disadvant-
b age referred to.

The Committec addressed the Government on this question in their
letter of 4th October, 1883, when some modifications were made, since then
the trade has increased so largely that they deem it is now imperative to
seek the full reorganisation of the schedule that the case demands.—I have,

i,

A. P. MacEWEN, Fice-Chairman.

The Hon. F. StEwart, LL.D., Acting Colonial Secretary. “The Hon. F, Stewarr, LL.D., Aeting Colonial Secretua
by [ Se vy

N No 3
No. 888. CoroNrAL SecreETary's Orvics,

| H G C C Honcxrona, 11th June, 1887,
|
(Ml ‘ ONGKON; ENERAL : j?!BERJZZ? OMMERCE, S1r,—In reply to your letter of the 1st instant, regarding the duration
ONGKONG, Ist June : o T ‘ . a
: ! - of the voyages of steamers carrying passengers to Australia, T have the

S1r,—I am desired by the Committee of the Chamber of Commeree, to
bring again to your notice the hardship that shipping, trading between this
port and the Australian Colonies and carrying passengers, is subjected to,
owing to the application of obsolete regulations passed in 1872 aﬁplying to
trade of the present day. According to a schedule dated March 1872, the
voyages hence to Sydney and Melbourne are classified as exceeding 30 days
which entail upon the shipowners the expense of provisioning and supplying r 9. Before, however, this matter can be finally settled, I am to Dot
x t that the discrepancy in the length of the various voyages as given by

nour, by direction of the Officer Administering the Government, to inform
at, in calculating the probable length of a voyage, the Government
as to make allowance for a break-down of the machinery or other acei.dents
the sea; and it would incur a grave responsibility, if it permitted Emi-
ant, ships to leave this Port with provisions and medicines sufficient only

S

voyage a ship actually makes, when there is no accident.

' <heir vessels with medicines and other necessaries, in excess of what is really
necessary for the actual time occupied by the voyage. Shipping so em-
ployed is also subjected to regulations which are not applicable to vessels

' ‘Ii ronning on equn.lljr distant routes, elsewhere.

o i U} ; The average passage of the steam vessels now engaged in the trade to

: L } Sydney does not exceed 22 days, and to Melbourne 24 days. Further, in

ovent of a breakdown between Hongkong and Sydrney after Port Darwin is

reached—ten days run from Hongkong—Ports are within call every two or

1, and as given by the Harbour Master, requires consideration. This will
ear from the following tabular statement :—

 Length of voyage, as given by Len i
Liength o z [ gth of voyage, under Proclama-
Chamber of Commerce, to tion of Sth a;wary, 1884, to :

t Darwin 10 days. | Port i
e N T

thiree dnys whence all necessaries could be obtained. I
yrevsssersarcstsnnsens 3

| I-,‘ 4
‘|!i! The schedule in question obviously requires remodrling ns regards the G e 1T Queensland, o tasss.. T ‘
Il T : ) S T
1 following Australian Ports. € treernnns SEGERAY 1

Port Darwin 10 days from Hongkong. o ) %’%&%ﬂeb vt |
% 3] Dulne,n---u--vu--.u.a.;, 5

Thursday Island 13 days from Hongkong.
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3. T am to add that His Excellency would be glad to have the observi-
tions of the Chamber on this discrepancy.—1 have, &e., :
FREDERICK STEWART, Acting Colonial Secretary.

The Hon. A. P. McEwEex, Vice-Chairman,
HoncroNG GENERAL CIIAMBER OF COMMERCE.

e

HoxckoNG GENERAL CHAMBER OF COMMERCE,
HoNGRONG, 24th June, 1887.

S1r,—I am directed by the Committee of this Chamber to acknowledge
receipt of your letter of the 11th instant, No. 888, hearing on the subject of
the duration of the voyages of steamers carrying passengers from this Co-
lony to Australian Ports.

In reply, I am to state that, the discrepancy which you point out,
between the length of the various voyages given by the Harbour Master,
under the authority of the Proclamation of 5th January, 1885, and the
schedule which the Chamber submitted to you on the Ist instant, is one of
the main features to which my Committee desired to direct attention.

"he schedule of the Chamber is based on the actual length of time
taken, by the regular lines engaged in the trade, to accomplish those
if necessary, whereas the Government duration

voyages and can be verified,
speed not exceeding seven nautical

of the voyages is estimated on a vessel’s
miles per hour. To reduce vessels which are eapable and do perform eleven
knots per hour, to one dead level ot seven knots is an uncalled for burden

to place upon a trade which has very largely developed within the last few

years, and promises to increase owing to the improved class of conveyances
that have been placed upon the route. ]

The Committee are not unmindful of the necessity to provide for delays,
owing to accidents, when framing a time schedule for these voyages, but
they think the nature of the voyages should be considered when making

such provisions,

1t is only with a full knowledge of the actual routes taken by vessels
engaged in the traffic that an intelligent scheme can be framed to avoid-the
loose grouping of Ports (as in the irsiance of Queenslind, in the preseut
Government schedule, which are many miles apart) sv s to form an equit-
able estimate of the duration of Australian voyages suited to the present

needs.
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| T'he route to Sydney and Melbourne, which may be regarded as the
Australian termini, is invariably vid Port Darwin and Torres Straits inside
the Barrier Reefs. - The Committee are satisfied that a fair average passage
o Port Darwin from Hongkong is about ten days, and should a;y accide?n
happen to vessels on this section of the route, the steamer would be in the
track of the China-Australian lines running between Port Darwin and
Hongkong, which leave each of those ports at least every nine days, so that
::a't.:the outside, it is reasonable to assume a disabled ship could be relievec{
within five days, her Sydney and Melbourne emigrants would be provisioned
say for 24 to 25 days which would amply supply all wants until Port Darwin
was reached. 'The route then lies to Thursday Island three days distant
- from Port Darwin, should any accident occur on this section the remedies

- %ipgﬁmhle to the Hongkong—Port Darwin route would be available. Torres
: ?:‘Stmits and inside the Barrier Reefs are then entered, and until just North of
: :B"risb_ane say 17 days distant from Hongkong, or 4 days from Thursday
sland, the coast is never out of sight, tlie vessels are in smooth water and
ould a breakdown occur the coast is studded with various ports which

could be reached by the ships boats in a short time, let alone the continual
:Zf:ﬁﬁstal traffic of local and other steamers, apart from the Australian—China
{ :If']fﬂ?BSé'WlliBh could be counted upon to give relief, if required. From Brishane
- to Sydney about 4 days, and Sydney to Melbourne 2 days, similar assistance
hat noted in the foregoing could be relied upon.

- Thus it will be seen that excepting the long: sea stretch from Hongkong

- to Port Darwin, ten days, the route to Sydney and Melbourne vid Torres

_.ﬁt}mits is more than ordinarily safeguarded. Should accidents occur hence

g@ Port Darwin, there are certain probabilities of assistance, apart from the
 fact 71’1‘_&t the steamers are on the first port of their voyage and are amply
provisioned for the whole voyage.

There are three other alternative routes to Sydney and Melbourne
from Hongkong - — i

(a.) Via Singapore, Port Darwin, and Torres Straits, this is ana-
logous to the more direct route hence vit Port Darwin and
Torres Straits dwelt ou in the foregoing remar \
there is no need to recapitulate. ey

(#.) Lirect to Sydney or Melbourne vi Torres Straits, not touching
at Port Darwin; this route is seldom taken. The sea streteh
ten days, hence to Thursday Tsland is the only variety to th;
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voyage already described. But on this route the Ports of
Borneo help to minimise the danger of accidents happening
in the early part of the voyage.

(c.) Direct to Sydney or Melbourne owutside the Reefs. This
voyage the Committee consider should be carefully safeguarded
as the chances of assistance, in the event of trouble arising,
are remote.

The Committee venture to suggest a schedule of duration of voyages
which they think, while amply protecting the Government from all respon-
sibility in event of accidents will meet the requirements of trade and not
unduly Durden those engaged in a business which is very valuable to this
Colony’s interests.—I have, &e.,

H. U. JEFFRIES, Secretary.

The Hon. F. Stewart, LL.D., Acting Colonial Secretary.

PROPOSED SCHEDULE.

i Honghong vid

Hongiong, Singapore, Honglong

i Port Darwiny | pyt” Darmin, outside

' vid and Barvier Reef.

Dorres SIS | Foeps Straits.

i
Port Darwin, ....eeeees 13 days. 17 days. .
Thursday Island, ...... 16 S0RE |
CooktoWn, covnesurereraes L, 2% o |
Townsville, « ceevseansass] -~ 18 5 S o
Brishane, .cessssserssee S0S 24 25 days. |
s 'dney, TrevenerreananEREn 2‘1‘. 1y 28 3] 39} 7 I
Melbourne, «..eiveerncer 25 SLHRS S Bre o .‘

No., 1052. CoLONIAL SECRETARY'S OFriCcE,
HonGxoNG, 9th July 1887.

Stn,—Referring to your letter of the 2dth ultimo, and to previous

correspondence, on the subject of the duration of the voyages of steamers

carrying passengers from this Colony to Australian Ports, I'have the honour,
by direction of His Tixcellency, to inform you that, after full consideration,

[63]

the Governor in Council does not think it consistent with the welfare of the
passengers to change the scale laid down by the Proclamation of the 5th
January, 1884.—I have, &e.,
FREDERICK STEWART, Actiny Colonial Secretary.
H. U. JErFrIES, Esq.,
Secretary, HoNekoNG GENERAL CHAMBER oF COMMERCE.

Hoxekong GENERAL CiAMBER oF COMMERCE,
Hoxerowg, 16th August, 1887.
S1r,—The Committee of the Chamber of Commerce direct me to ack-
nowledge the receipt of your letter No. 1052 of the 9th ultimo, regarding
the duration of the voyages of steamers carrying passengers from this Colony
to Australian Ports, and in reply to state that, it was unanimously decided
at the monthly meeting of the Committee Lield yesterday to refer the matter
to H. B. M.’s Secretary of State for the Colonies, but before doing so, in
order that the Committee may be able to present a complete case, they
would respectfully request that His Excellency the Officer Administering
Government will be so good as to point out in what way the suggestions
~ offered by the Chamber in its letter of 24th June last, are not consistent
th the welfare of the passengers.—I have, &c.,
- H. U. JEFFRIES, Secretary.
Hon. E. Stewanr, LL.D., Acting Colonial Secretary.

CoLoNIAL SECRETARY'S OFFICE,
_ HonekoNG, 23rd August, 1887.
Sir,—In reply to your letter of the 16th instant, in which you state

at the question of the duration of the voyages of steamers carrying pas-
sengers from this Colony to Australian Ports will be referred to the Secre-
tary of State, and in which you enquire in what way the suggestions offered

* the Chamber in its letter of the 24th June last, are not consistent with
e welfare of the passengers, T have the honour, by direction of [is Excel-

v the Acting Governor, to inform vou that, if the Chamber’s sngges-

s were carried out, the owners and agents of vessels would be relieved

ssity of providing medical attendance, proper sleeping accommo-

wnd the nsnal kind and quantity of food.—T lave, &c.,
FREDERICK STEWART, Acting Colonial Secretary.

. JErrRIES, Esq., Secretary,

HonGkONG GENERAL CHAMBER oF COMMERCE.
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HoveroNG GENERAL CuaMBER 0F COMMERCE,
HONGRONG, Ist June, 1887.

S1r,—I am requested by the Chamber to bring to the notice of Govern-
ment the great necessity that exists for providing some form of legislation
to ensure, in the absence of a Custom Iouse, the Registration of the Imports
and Exports of the Colony, and the Committee feel that the importance of
the measure to those interested in the trade of Honglkong will be accepted
as sufficient cause for their suggesting this subject for the consideration of
Government.

'he Committee desire me to say that, an Ordinance dealing with the
entry and clearance of goods is now in force in the neighbouring free Port
of Singapore, the chief points of which are that, the Governor in Council
has power to make, vary, and revoke all regulations for the Registration of
all goods landed, shipped or transhipped in that Colony ; it provides that
the Regulations (under the Ordinance) shall be published in the Government
Glazette, and it imposes a penalty for each breach of the Regulations.

Under the Regulations, written declarations according to prescribed
forms, are required to be made within a fixed period to the Registrar of
Imports and Exports giving details of all inward and outward cargoes, and
the onus of making these returns is thrown upon the Importer and Exporter.

In the opinion of the Committee, a similar scheme would be practicable
liere and as it is eminently one to be initiated by the Government, I am
desired to respectfully request that, the Draft of a Bill and the Rules under
it may be prepared and submitted to the Chamber, in order to atford the

Members an opportunity of offering suggestions on points of detail.—I have,

&e.,
A, P. MacEWEN, FVice-Chairman.

The Hon, F. Stewart, LL.D., Acting Colonial Secretary.

CoLONIAL SECRETARY’S OFFICE,
IToNGKONG, 7¢h June, I1887.

No, 866.

Str,—1I have the honour, by direction of His Excellency the Acting
CGtovernor, to acknowledge the receipt of your letter of the 1stinstant,
respecting the necessity of providing some form of legislation to ensure the
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vegistration of the Imports and Exports of the Colony; and to state that the
matter ig receiving the attention of the Government, —I have, &e.,
FREDERICK STEWART, Acting Colonial Secretary.

“Lhe Hon. A. P. McEwEx, Vice-Chairman,
3 Honcront GENERAL CHAMBER 0oF COMMERCE.

No. 1023. COLONIAL SECRETARY’S OFFICE,

Horerong, 2nd July, 1887.
Sir,—Adverting to the letter of the 1st June last form the Vice-Chair-
~ man regarding the necessity of providing some form of legislation to ensure
the Registration of Imports and Exports, T have the honour to enclose, for
the consideration and observations of the Chamber, a minute by the Acting
Attorney General on this subject.—1I have, &e.,

FREDERICK STEWART, Acting Colonial Sﬂ-rcm;y.

'he Hon. P. Rygrix, Chairman,
HonckoNG GENERAL CitaMBER oF COMMERCE.

PY-)
Minute by the Acting Attorney General.

It would be easy to draft an Ordinance on the lines of the Singapore
ion but before doing so, I would submit some difficulties which oceur

Incorrect statistics would be worse than no statistics at all, and there-

fan Ordinance is passed it should be made as efficacious as possible.
The Ordinance would enact :—

1. That certain returns or statements should be furnished by the im-
-porters. ’

2. Penalty for not furnishing returns.

8. Penalty for furnishing false returns and here the difliculty arises.

"  How is the Superintendent of Imports and Exports to ascertain whether

the returns are correct or not:

Should he have power to require the person furnishing the return to

the truth of it or should he Lave power to inspect, or to require the

ction by the Importer of such invoices or documents as he should
em necessary ! -
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An Ordinance enacting merely a penalty for not furnishing returns, or
for furnishing false returns, would practically be useless wit‘hout some
power of control or inspection. Would the Mercantile community approve
of this? Could not the Chamber of Commerce try what could be done on
the voluntary system.

If they asked all Importers to furnish to Giovernment certain returns,
Government would no doubt promise to make up the necessary statements.

If the system is to be compulsory it should be made efficacious.

Is there any use requiring returns to he furnished if we have no means
of checking them and if false returns may be sent in with impunity.

E. J. ACKROYD.
" 30th June, 1887

HoNGEONG GENERAL CHAMBER oF COMMERCE,
HoxGEoNG, 16tk July, 1887.

Si,—I have the honour to acknowledge the receipt of your letter No.
1028, of the 2nd instant, with its enclosure, and to state, in reply, for the
information of His Esxcellency the Officer Administering the Government,
that in the opinion of the Committee, there is no serious obstacle, in the
minute of the Attorney General, to providing some form of legislation to
ensure the Registration of Imports and Exports of this Colony.

If the Committee are rightly informed, the Customs in Great Britain
are dependent on the bond fides of those who make declarations for the entry
and delivery of goods ; they have the power to inflict penalties in the case
of wilful misreﬁreseutation, and the same system should apply here. The
Committee think the Superintendent of Imports and Exports should have the
power not only to order the production of documents butalso to inspect the
goods; at the same time inasmuch as no duty is leviable in Hongkong the
incentive to make a false declaration is to a great extent done away with.
—1 Lave, &e.,

P. RYRIE, Chairmain.

I‘ e Hon, F. Stewagr, Acting Colonial Secretarys
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Hovxerong GENERAL CHAMBER or COMMERCE,
Hoxncxone, Ist June, 1887.

Sir,—The Committee of this Clhamber has recently had its attention
drawn to an article which appears in Whitaker's Almanack for the current
year, page 439, and entitled “ Epidemics,” from which the following is an
extract ;— . .

“As & set-off to these startling facts Sir Joseru Fayrer stated
that in the case of cholera, the theory that it was a commu-
nicable disease was now exploded, and that the Indian Gov-
ernment had discontinued all quarantine restrictions, and
relied solely on sanitary measures such as care in dietary,
ventilation, and the avoidance of all extremes of heat, cold, or
excessive exertion.” »

The vexed question of Quarantine Las been the subject of a lengthy
correspondence between this Government and the Chamber, and I am
directed by my Committee to say that, they will feel much obliged for any
information it may be in your power to furnish them with a view to ascer-
- taining if the above quoted statement is correct.—I have, &e.,

H. U. JEFFRIES, Secretary.
e Secretary, BENGAL CHAMBER 0F COMMERCE, CALCUTTA.

o

Bengar CrAMBER oF COMMERCE,
Carcurra, 11th November, 1887.

Sir,—My Committee desire me to reply to your letter of 1st June
“and to explain that the delay has arisen in consequence of enquiries made to
Government of India and Bengal.

. T now beg to hand you copies of communications, noted below.—Yours,
&e.,

s S. E. J. BLACK, Secretary.

o H. U. Jerrries, Esq., :
Secretary, HoNGEONG GENERAL CHAMBER OF COMMERCE.

Mr. J. P. HEweTs letter No. 223 of 26th June, 1887, enclosing Resolu.

. 206 of 1st November, 1877. -

ptain ST1FFE, Port Officer, Calcutta, No. 3721 of 13th September,

nclosing corrected Quarantine Rules for Port of Caleutta.
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True Copy.  No. 223.
From J. P. HEwerr, Esq.,
0 ﬁcz’atin'q Under-Secretary to the Government of India.

To the Secretary to the
BrnGaL CHAMBER OF COMMERCE, CALCUTTA.
SinLA, the 26th July, 1887.

HouME DEPARTMENT SANITARY,

Sir,—In reply to your letter dated the 4th instant I am directed to
torward a copy of Home Department Resolution No. 205 dated the 1st No-
vember, 1877, regarding the measures to be adopted on the outbreak of

cholera. It is understood that these are the orders of the Government of
India to which your letter under acknowledgment refers.—I have, &c.,
J. . IIEWETT,

Officinting Under-Secretary to the Government of India.

—— e

True Copy.  No. 205.

Extract from the Proccedings of the Government of India in the Home
Department ( Sanitary ), wnder date Simla 1st November, 1877.

Read the undermentioned correspondence on the question of land qua-
rantine as a protection against Cholera in India.

T'o the Commissioner and Superintendent of the TUmballa Division No.
337, dated 4th October, 1876, appointing Lim President of a Committee to
consider the above question, und spec{f_}'ing the points upon which a report
is required.

From the Commissioner and Superintendent of the Umballa Division
No. 9391 dated 10th October, 1876, submitting the report called for.

Rex;d also,

Military Department endorsement No. 291 dated 11th July, 1877, for-

of o letter to the Quarter-Master General of the Army, sanc-

warding copy
t'1c outbreak of cholera or small-pox

tioning revised rules to be observed on
in cantonments.
G. 0. C.in C, No. 177, dated 30th July, 1877, publishing the revized

rules.
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RESOLUTION.

Now that the above rules have been definitely settled, the attention of
the Local Governments and Administrations is invited to the general prin-
ciples which ought to be observed in dealing with outbreaks of cholera or
small-pox among the civil population.

2. The report of the Land Quarantine Committee shows that whatever
benefit may theoretically be anticipated from sueh quarantine, the
system lias proved impracticable ; and rule 78 of the revised rules
prolibits the establishment or enforcement by Commanding Officers
against the public at large or any section thereof of any land
quarantine or any restrictions in the nuture of quarantine as
against cholera in particular which are not equally applicable at
all times to the control of vagrant classes of people having no legi-
timate ground for claiming.admissiou within cantonment limits.
The same principles should he followed by all eivil officers. ke
may, however, be remarked that though the forced removal of
residents of a place attacked with cholera to a cholera hospital is
deprecated seeing that infection is already among the population,
discretion may be used in isolating pilgrims or other travellers
found sick of cholera or smail-pox in serais, on encamping grounds
or elsewhere in the neighhourhood of towns and stations.

3. Improvement in the sanitary condition of towns and villages is the
best safeguard against cholera, especially improvement of the
water-supply, the drainage, the conservancy and the habitations.
It should be impressed upon the people that these matters require
constant and careful attention, and that such attention should he
redoubled if cholera threatens. And justas all such improvements
are tu be encouraged and aided as far as possible, so, on the other
hand, all insanitary conditions are to be avoided. In this point
of view large gatherings of people when cholera threatens are at-
tended with great danger. Under such circumstances fairs are
liable to form foci whence epidemics radiate over a wide extent of
country and become the cause of death to thousands who have not

- attended the fair. It must De remembered that fairs generally
- entail vvercrowding and are often associated with privation and
fatigue to travellers coming from a distance, all which circum-
stances are favourable to disease. When cholera threatens or is
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about to be held, the inhabitants of all districts from which the
people generally congregate should be warned of the great risk
they incur: if the disease is severe or threatens to be so, then the
fair should be actually prohibited. The conservancy of fairs
it} ‘ should at all times receive great attention, and more particularly

when cholera symptoms prevail.

—_—

Order.—Ordered that this Resolution with copy of the papers read be
forwarded to Local Governments and Administrations for information and
guidance, and to the Military Department for information.

I . (True Extract)
S. E. J. BLACK, Secretary.

‘ True Copy. No. 3721.
' 7 : From TuE Port OFFICER OF CALCUTTA.

il To the Secretary to the
|1k CuauBer OF COMMERCE.
Carcurra Port OFFICE,
The 13th September, 1887,
QUARANTINE.

Str,—In compliance with the request contained in your letter of 13th
instant, [ have the honour to forward a copy of the Quarantine rules with
corrections for the port of Calcutta and to state that they are not in opera-
tion unless specially declared tobe so. 'There are also medical inspection rules
1 (copy attached) which are always in force.—I have, &e.,

i ARTHUR W. STIFFE, Captain I. M. Port Officer, Calcutta.

s

True Copy.
Corrected Quarantine Rules for the Port of Calcutta.

In exercise of the power conferred by Act I of 1880, the following rules,
for quarantine [ against plague,* yellow fever, and typlus or other fatal epi-
demics not ordinarily prevalent in India] have been made by the Lientenant-
Governor of Bengal with the previous sanction of the Governor-General in

e

# Particular disease quarantined to be entered here,
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actually present in the part of the province, where any fair is - Council. They will take effect from the in the port of Calcutia:—

I. The Commander of every vessel, including buggalows or other

native craft, arriving from a port where plague yellow fever, or
some fatal epidemic not ordinarily prevalent among Indian popula-
tions, prevails, shall on arrival at the Sandheads, hoist the yellow
tlag, and indicate by signal the port from which she hus come, and
shall keep such flag and signal flying until permitted to take it
down as hereinafter provided.

11, Such Commander shall not, without having first obtained permission

as hereinafter provided, allow any communication with the shore
or with any other vessel or boat excepting only with the hoat
supplying the pilot  from the pilot brig, and in that case commu-
nication shall be limited to receiving on board the pilot his leads-
man, servant, and baggage. N.B.} Pilotage is compulsory or
all vessels over 100 tons.

III. The pilot shall not take such vessel higher up the river than

IV.

Diamond Harbour, but shall anchor it there until the Health Officer
of the port has visited it and uscert&ined‘by enquiry whether any
person on board is then suffering, or has during the voyage suffered
from such disease as aforesaid; and if such officer be satisfied by
enquiry that uo such case has oceurred, he shall, by writing under
has hand, to he delivered to the Commander, permit such vessel to
haul down the yellow flag and proceed upwards to the port, and to
hold free communication with the shore and with other vessels and
boats in port.

If the Health Officer shall have reason to believe that any such
case has occurred, he shall direct the Commander to detain the
vessel at the quarantine anchorage at Diamond Harbour for the
space of 15 days from the day of arvival there, or from the date of
the occurrence of the latest case of illness, and shall further direct

the Commander to prohibit, during the said 156 days, all communi-

cation except such as is hereinafter provided fur between such
vessel and the shore, or other vessels or boats in the harbour. The
Health Officer may further direct the removal of so many of the
passengers and crew as may not be suffering from sickness, aud
whose services may not be required on board the ship, to such
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Hoxekoxe GENERAL CHAMBER oF COMMERCE,
Hoxeroxe, 22nd June, 1887,

particular spots as may from time to time be fised upon by the
local Government as places of quarantine, there to remain for &
space of 15 days, or, in the event of the occurrence of a case of
sickness, for o space of 15 days from the date of the occurrence of
<he last case. The Health Officer may permit the pilot, with his
it lendsman and servants, to leave the vessel at any time after such

i precautionary disinfection of their persons and baggage as he may

think necessary or may direct that they remain in quarantine

I along with the passengers and crew. *

V. Any mails or cargo which may be brought by any vessel so arriving
shall be landed under such precautions as may be deemed necessary
by the Health Officer to prevent the spread of disease.

VI. It will be the duty of the Port. Officer to facilitate the conveyance

| y to the vessel in quarantine of all supplies of provisions, stores, and

| other articles required by those on board. These supplies should
be placed on the boats of the vessel, to be subsequently removed

by members of her crew.

L4

3 Deag SIR,-—_I‘he attention of the Committee of this Chiamber has been
Qirecbed to the consideration of the present agreement, entered into by the
~ local Banks on the 10th June, 1886, in re the Stamp Fees on Bills of Exah.;mwe;
and I am requested to transmit to you copy of a resolution unnnimouzly
- adopted, at a meeting of the Committee held on the 17th instant, .
Resolved—“That in the opinion of the Committee, the sellers of
Bills of Exchange shall in all cases pay for Bill
Stamps on their drafts, save with Bank Drafts for
sums under $3,000 in one Bill, when the buyer shall
poy-~
' ﬂgd“the- Committee will feel obliged if you will be good enough to take’the
1 ;i'es}:' opportunity of placing this matter before the Managers of the
d fa:nana.-Banks for their immediate consideration, when it is hoped that the
- modifications suggested by the Committee will lead to a revision of the
 existing regulation.—I am, &e.,

(I'rue extract.)

X L ; K, : 3 v ”
S. E. J. BLACK, Secretary _ H. U. JEFFRIES, Secretary.
Taursury, Esq., Manager,

CHARTERED MERCANTILE BANK or INpIa, Lonnox & Crina,

— .

HoxeroNG (ENERAL CHAMBER OF COMMERCE,

HoneroxG, 13th January, 1888.

S1r,—I am instructed by the Committee to acknowledge the receipt MEMO.

i of your letter dated 11th November last, and to thank you for the trouble
il ‘ you have taken to procure, for this Chamber, copies of the corrected
1 quarantine Rules, for the Port of Caleutta, and of the proceedings connected
' therewith.

I My Committee, however, beg to again refer you to this Chamber’s
1! e letter of 1st June—Copy enclosed—and I am requested to ask whether you
| “ ean inform them if there is any authority for the publication of the statement
therein quoted and attributed to Sir Joserh FAYRER, bearing on the question
il of Quarantine.—I have, &c.,
3 H. U. JEFFRIES, Sccretary.

IonegroONG, 10¢h June, 1886,
@p and after 1st July next, the cost of Stamps on all drafts issued by
undersigned Banks will have to be paid for by the purchasers.

CHARTERED MERCANTILE BANk or Inpia, Loxvon & CHixa,
Hoxcrona, 29th June, 1887,
AR S1r,—I have to acknowledge receipt of your favor of 22nd instant
1g me that the Committee of the Chamber ave of opinion that .
“the sellers of Bills of Exchange shall in all cases pay for Bill
£ Stu_mps on their Drafts save with Bank Dmfts' for sums
““under $3,000 in one bill, when the huyer shall pay,”

The Secretary, BENGAL CraMpER oF CoMMERCE, CALCUTTA.
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and requesting me to place the matter before the Managers of the different
Banks with the view of having the agreement entered into by them on 10th
June, 1886, altered in accordance therewith.

In reply I have the pleasure to inform you that the Managers of the
Banks are unanimous in agreeing with the resolution of the Chamber; and
have decided to cancel the agreement of 10th June, 1886.

The Managers of the Banks wish, however, to take advantage of this
opportunity to re-adjust the telegraphic charges which they now make for
wire payments.

While not wishing to make any profit out of telegraphic charges, we
are of opinion that the present scale is too low, being less than at other
ports in the East, and is not well defined. We have accordingly agreed
that on and after 1st August, Stamps on Bills of Exchange, except Bank
Drafts for sums under $3,000, shall be paid by the sellers, and that the
following seale of charges for wire-transfers shall be adopted, viz. :—

The buyer to pay the cost of telegrams for 'sums under

4 5,000
Rs. 50,000
Tls. 20,000
$ 25,000
The Banks to charge in all cases for three words, and when the payee's
name and address is not registered, the actual cost of message.—1 am, &c.,

JOHN THURBURN, Manager.

H. U. Jerrries, Esq., Secretary,
HongkonG GENERAL CHAMBER OF (OMMERCE.

Hoxekone GENERAL CHAMBER OF COMMERCE,
HonaEONG, I5th July, 1887.

Diar Str,—Tn acknowledging the receipt of your letter of the 29th
ultimo, I am desired by the Committee of the Chamber to express their
thanks for the readiness which the Banks have shewn in accepting the sug-
gestions of the Chamber—conveyed in its letter of 22nd June—with regard
to Stamp Fees on Bills of Exchange. 3

On the other hand, the Committee learn with regret that the Banks

have thought it expedient to adopt 2 new scale of charges for wire-transters,

as indicated in the letter'under reply, and after a careful consideration of
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the subject, the Committee beg to suggest, as an alternative to the Banks
-p;oposition that, the buyer shall pay the actual cost of wiring sums under
I'en 'Thousand Dollars; and I am desired to ask if there is any pecessity to
state the various currencies, inasmucl as the DBanks are gafd in Dollars
‘which is the standard.
As the question is one of special interest to the Mercantile community

‘the Committee confidently hope that the Banks will see their way not tr;
‘entorce their proposed new scale of charges, on the 1st proximo.—I ;a,m, &e.,

- ; H. U. JEFFRIES, Secretary.
J. Tuvrsury, Esq., Manager,
CHARTERED MERcANTILE BANK oF InpIa, LoNxpoN & CHINA,

HoNGEONG.

CHARTERED MERCANTILE Baxk or Inpis, Loxpon & CHINA,
Hoxexona, 19th July, 1887. -
D'Egn Sir,—I am in receipt of your letter of 15th instant, replying to
j‘fi’?'iﬁe- of 20th ultimo, in which you advise me that the Committee othhe
Chamber suggest that the Banks should not carry out the new scale of
- charges for wire-transfers which my letter of 20th ultimo advised you
~ they had decided on doing, on and after 1st August next, and also asking
“if there is any necessity to state the various currencies, inasmuch
“as the Danks are paid in dollars which is the standard.”
In reply I have to state that the Chamber do not point out in what
y the scale of charges adopted by the Ranks is unfair to the Mercantile
ommunity.

; The Banks consider that the cost of telegrams being so muckL greater
~ than the Stamp duty on Bills of Exchange, the amount on which they have
hitherto paid for cost of telegrams is too low, and that the amouits now
reed on are by no means excessive.

They have carefully considered the question, and have decided to adhere
fkithe scale of charges already advised you, except as regards the various
cur eqpies_, whiely, in deference to the Chamber’s suggestion, they will alter
the buyers to pay cost of telegrams on sums under $25,000.”—1I am, &e.,

JOHN THURBURN, Manager.

U. JEFFRIES, Esq., Secretary,
Honekong GENERAL CHAMBER OF (COMMERCE.
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HoNGKONG, 25th June, 1887.

Sir,—We have this morning received o telegram from the Canadian
Pacific Railway, requesting us to solicit from the Chamber of Commeree?, an
expression of opinion to the effect that it is very desirable to arrange for
Mail Service, vif the Canadian and Pacific routes, to alternate with the exist-
il ing P. & 0. Service, and as the subject is to be brought up in the House of
il Commons on the 30th instant, this Company is very desirous that the Home
Govermuent, should be put in possession of the Chamber’s views, by tele-
gram, before that date. .

We may wmention that opinions of the several Chambers at the leading
neighbouring ports are being solicited to be Lkewise transmitted in time for
above debate.

~ We beg that you will place this matter before the Committee, and re-

questing the favour of an early reply.—We are, &c.,

! 5 ADAMSON, BELL & Co., Agents, Canadian Pacific Railway.

H. U. JerrriEs, Esq., Secretary,
HoncEONG GENERAL CHAMBER OF COMMERCE.

HoncroNe GENERAL CHAMBER OF COMMERCE,
HoNGKONG, 27th June, 1887,

Dear Sims,—I have to acknowledge, on behalf of the Committee of
this Chamber, your letter of the 20th instant, stating that you have been
requested to obtain from the Chamber an expression of its opinion with re-
h fer;nce to the proposal to arrange for a Mail Service, vidl the Ca_nadian and
JI | Pacific routes, to alternate with the existing P. & 0. service,

In reply, I um desired to inform you that the subject was considered at
a Special Committee Meeting held this day, and I am directed to furnish
for the information of your Company, with a copy of the following

you,

‘ resolution which was passed by a majority :—

| ‘ Resolved—On the suppositicn that the speed of the Mails ne
greatly accelerated, and on Poliical grounds, thix

Chamber now approves of a Fortnightly Mail service

vih Canada and provided that no increase is made
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on this Colony’s contribution to the Postal Union.”
—I1 am, &e.,

; - H. U. JEFFRIES, Secretary.
Messrs. Apamsox, BELL & Co., 4gents,

CaNaniax Pacirrc Ratrway.

Hoxnckoxe, 29th June, 1887.

S1r,—We have to acknowledge your favor of 27th instant, regarding
the proposed Mail Service vii Canadian and Pacific routes, embodying the
resolution of the Special Committee for which we are obliged.

)

We have also to tender to the Committee our best thanks for hearing
us pe'rs’onally on the matter—We are, &ec.,

ADAMSON, BELL & Co., Agents, Canadian Pacific Line.

- H. U. JerrriES, Esq., Secretary,
Hoxokone GENERAL CAMBER oF COMMERGE.

IHoxeroNe GENERAL CHAMBER.oF COMMERCE,
Hoxcxong, 13th July, 1887.

Sr,—1 have the honour to inform you that, this Chamber was asked
an expression of ifs opinion in re the proposed Mail Service between this
olony and Europe, vift the Canadian and Pacific routes, to alternate with
he existing P. & 0. Service.

The subject was fully discussed at a recent Special Meeting of the
ittee of the Chamber when it was decided (1) that the Canadian route
might prove desirable on Political grounds; (2) that an additional fast Mail
rvice would no deubt be of advantage to the Mercantile public.

Understanding that the question was to be hrought up in the House of
mmons on the 30th June, I sent you, on the 28th ultimo, by desire of the
nittee, and at the request of the Agents of the Canadian Pacific Rail-

y the following telegram:—

- Chancellor Exchequer, London.
On supposition epeed Mails greatly accelerated, and on Political
grounds, this Chamber now approves fortnightly service
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vié Canada, provided no increase this Colony’s contribu-
tion Postal Union:
RYRIE, Chairinan,

Hoxexone CHAMBER 0F COMMERCE.

and I now beg to confirm the same.—I have, &e.
’. RYRIE, Chairman.

The Right Honourable G. J. GOSCHEN,
. M. Chancellor of the Exchequer, Whitehall, London.

L.
HoxeKONG, 26th July, 1887.

S1r,—We beg respectfully to draw the attention of the Chamber of
Commerce to the excessive rate charged by the Imperial Chinese Customs
for the storage of Opium in the new bonded warehouses at Foochow and
Amoy, under the new regulations regarding Opium which have recently
come‘iuto force, and we crave the assistance of the Chamber to do away
with what can only be considered as an additional tax on the Opium trade
of n grave nature, and one which was in no way contemplated by the British
Government when the Chefoo Convention was ratified.

The charge imposed is 5 candareens per chest per day, which is the
equivalent of $2.32 per chest per mensem.

As we are now compelled to store our Opium in bonded warehouses,
whether it suits us or not, we are of opinion that the Chinese Customs Au-
thorities cannot force us to pay godown rent at all, but we would not wish
to take any advantage of this to our own profit, were we only charged a fair
rate for storage, such as we are in the habit of paying, in that case we
should not complain, but the present impost of 5 candareens per day can
only be regarded as a ez on the trade levied in the form of storage fees by
the Imperial Chinese Customs.

We trust therefore that your Chamber may see fit to submit our views
to H.B. Majesty’s Minister at Pekin to the following effect, and to crave his
assistance on our behalf in this important matter :—

1. This tax was never originally contemplated when the Chefoo Con-

vention was ratified and should not therefore be enforced.
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2. That we are perfectly willling to rent or build suitable Godowns for
the purpose of storing our Opium at Foochow and Amoy, such
Godowns to be approved of by the Imperial Chinese Customs and
' to be considered as bonded warehouses and under their control.

We would also point out that the present bonded godowns in Foochow
are too small and quite unsuited to the requirements of the trade, and it
would be a great convenience to the merchants concerned if they were
permitted to hire or erect other and more spacious buildings. It would he
more in accordance with the requirements of the trade, if each merchant
could have his own bonded godown, should he wish it, as it is embarrassing
to the merchant to conclude his transactions with the Chinese in a public
warehouse in the presence of opposition merchants in the same trade, and
‘we would ask you to bring this point very strongly to the notice of the
British Minister and to ask him to do his utmost to get separate godowns

~ sanctioned.

b Should we be forced to pay storage to the Imperial Chinese Customs,
- we submit that the equivalent of about One Cent per chest per day would be
~ a fair charge and one that we should not object to.

In conclusion we must draw the attention of the Chamber of Commerce
the very important fact that, in Shanghai the Opium Hulks belonging to
- Foreign merchants are now considered as bonded warehouses and the Iin-
 perial Chinese Customs do not receive any storage fees on Opium stored
therein.—We have, &e.,

) DAVID SASSOON, SONS & Co.
E. D. SASSOON & Co.

. Jerrrixs, Esq.,

Secretary, to the CuHaAMBER or CoMMERCE, HONGKONG.

.

Hongroxne GENERAL CHAMBER oF COMMERCE,
Hoxexrone, 16th August, 1887,

 Dnar Sirs,—Your letter of the 26th July, protesting against the
ssive sum charged by the Imperial Chinese Customs for the storage of
at the Ports of Foochow and Amoy under the new regulations which
ecently come into force, was laid before the Committee of the Chamber
the monthly meeting held yesterday, and T am desired to acquaint that it
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was decided to transmit a copy of your letter to Her Britannic Majesty’s
Minister at Peking, at the same time recommending that His Excellency
will take the matter into his serious consideration.—I am, &e.,

H. U. JEFFRIES, Secretary.

Messrs. Davip Sassoow, Soxs & Co.,
» E.D. Sassoon & Co., Hongkong.

Honckone GENERAL CHAMBER oF COMMERCE,
Hoxcrone, 20th August, 1887,

DuaAn Sirs,—Referring to the Chamber’s letter of the 16th instant, I
shall feel much obliged if you will inform me what charge is made in
Shanghai for storing one chest of Opium for the term of one month, and,
provided that your Representatives have exchanged letters with the English
Consulate, or Customs Authorities, at the Ports of Foochow and Amoy, with
reference to the sum charged by the Imperial Maritime Customs for the
storage of Opium, that you will be good enough to furnish me with copies
of all the correspondence for the information of the Committee of the Cham-
ber.—I have, &c.,

H. U. JEFFRIES, Secretary.
Messrs. Davip Sassoon, Soxs & Co.,
» E. D. Sassoon & Co., Hongkong.

HoneroxG, 22rd August, 1887,

Drar Sir,—We have to acknowledge receipt of your favour of the
20th instant, contents of which have our attention.

In accordance with your request we beg to enclose you copies of cer-
tain letters that have passed between the Opium merchants of Foochow and
the Imperial Commissioner of Customs at that port.

With regard to the storage of Opium in Shtmghai, we lLave to point
out to you that our Opium is stored in our own Hulks which obviates the
necessity of any change for storage, but in any case this would not bear
upon the question at issue, inasmuch as the cost of keeping up our Opium
Hulk is very great, much more so than that of keeping up a godown.—We
are, &c.,

- DAVID SASSOON, SONS & Co.
H. U. Jerrrizrs, Ksq., Seeretary,
CiAMBER OF COMMERCE.
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HovxokoNg GENERAL CHAMBER orF (lOMMERCE,
Hoxcxone, 18th September, 1887,

Dear Sins,—Adverting to the correspondence which has passed be-
tween your goodselves and this Cliamber, besaring on the alleged burden-
some rent levied upon Opium by the Tmperial Chinese Maritime Customs,
L am now desired by the Committee of the Chamber to acquaint you that,
;l.f?ﬁ_)z-"e d_esp;r.tching copy of your letter of the 26th July to Her Britannic

.' Ma]eﬁy’s Minister at Peking, as was intimated to vou wonld he done in the
E ;'Q_trnmber’s letter of 16th ultimo, it was decided to ascertain, as bearine on
the question, what is the customary charge for rent in the private O:ium
Hulks at Shanghai.

"The result of these enquiries shews that the Chinese Customs charges
for storage on Opium in Foochow are not dissimilar to those levied 'b); inde-
[pendent owners of storage accommodation in Shanghai.

Under thesa circumstances the Committee regret they do not see their
way to endorse the application you have made to the Chau_ibe_r ; and failing
» do so, they do not deem it compatible with their position to simply for-
ard your letter of remonstrance without some remarks which might be in-
~ terpreted as prejudicial to your case.—I am, &c.,

- P. RYRIE, Chairman.
~ Messrs. Davip Sassoow, Sons & Co.,
» E. D. Sassoox & Co., Hongkong.

| Hoxerowe, 20th September, 1887,

\ Dear S1r,—We have to acknowledge receipt of your favour of the
tant regarding the letter addressed by us to the Chamber of Com-
| ”me-‘nbou't- the exorbitant charges of the Imperial Chinese Customs for the
~ storage of Opium in their bonded godowns in Foochow and Amoy.

We much regret the decision arrived at by the Chamber, after the en-
made as to the rate of storage changed by foreigners, on Opium
) ‘private Hulks in Shanghai,

- Permit us to point out to you, that although the result of your en-
lries may be substantially correct, the rate charged by foreigners for
in their private Hulks in Shanghai, does not,in our opinion, bear at
the question at issue, and we must respect fully express our surpris

it this matter should have had any weight with the Committee of the
hamber.
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An Opium Iulk in Shanghai costs originally some $30,000 to $40,000,
and our monthly expenses for keeping up and working the same amount to
no less a sum than $1,000 to $1,200 without counting the annual deprecia-
tion in the value of the Hulk, cost of Insurance, and interest in the cost of
the Hulk.

A suitable godown could be rented in Foochow for some $900 per
annum, and we must also mention that many of the Opium merchants in
Foochow have their own Opium Godowns there, which are now rendered
useless.

The Custom of the Opium trade in Shanghai is that the Chinese pur-
chaser pays the storage fees, a foreign merchant not having a Hulk of his
own, places his drug on hoard of some other merchant’s hulk wnd does not
pay any storage at all.

In the face of these facts we again respectfully crave the intervention
of the Chamber in this very important matter to all concerned in the Opium
trade,—We are, &c.,

DAVID SASSOON, SONS & Co.
E. D. SASSOON & Co.

To the Hon. P. RYriE, Chairman of the
" HonokoNG GENErAL CHaAMEER OF COMMERCE.

HonGrone GENERAL CHAMBER oF COMMERCE,
HoNcKONG, I4th October, 1887,

Dear Sins,—I am divected by the Chairman of the Chamber to
acknowledge the receipt of your letter dated the 20th ultimo, making further
representations regarding the charges of the Imperial Chinese Customs for
the storage of Opium in their bonded godowns in Foochow and Amoy.

In reply, I am to state that, the subject wvas again discussed at the

monthly meeting of the Committee held yesterday, when it was decided that

the Committee ses no reason to alter the opinion expressed in their letter to
you of the 13th September last.—I have, &c.,
11. U. JEFIRIES, Secretary.

Messrs. Davip Sassooxn, Soxs & Co.,
E. D. Sassoox & Co., Hongkong.

”
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COLONIAL SECRETARY'S OFFICE,
Hoxckoxe, 7th September, 1887.
, Bir,—Referring to letter No. 1878 of the 20th December, 1883, from
this Office, I have the honour, by direction of His Lxcellency the Officer
Administering the Government, to inform you that Mr. T. JAGKSON, the
Un-official Member of the Legislative Council, who was appointed on the
nomination of the Chamber of Commerce, has resigned his seat, and T am
to request that the Chamber will nominate another Member to fill his place.
The same course should be pursued as in the case of previous nomina-
tions.—I have, &e.,
FREDERICK STEWART, Acting Colonial Secretary.
The Hon. P. Ryrig, Chairman,
Ho~NcroNG GENERAL CHAMBER OF COMMERCE.

No. 1382,

HoneroNe GENERAL CHAMBER OF COMMERCE,
HoxckoNne, 9th September, 1887.

- Sir,—I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your letter No.
7 1382 of the 7th instant, announcing that Mr. T. Jackson, Un-official
_ @@mber of the Legislative Council, who was appointed on the nomination
. of this Chamber, has resigned his seat, and requesting the Chamber to
- nominate another Member to fill his place.
; Inreply, I beg to state for the information of His Excellency the
- Officer Administering the Government, that a Special General Meeting of
hamber will be held on Saturday, the 17th instant, for the purpose of
o) inating one of its Members for election to the Legislative Council, and
- the result of the meeting shall be promptly communicated to you,—I have,
B P. RYRIE, Chairman.
g’ Hon. F. Stewart, LL.D., deting Colonial Secretary.

r

Ho~xgrONG GENERAL CHAMBER OF COMMERCE,
Honerong, 17th September, 1887.

: §Sln,wAdvexjting~ to my letter of the 9th instant, I have the honor to
te, for the information of His Excellency the Officer Administering the
ment, that at a Special General Meeting of the Members of this
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Chamber held to-day, at 12 o’clock Noon, Mr. A. P. MacEwEN, Partuer in
the firm of Messrs. HoLLipay, WisE & Co. was selected as their nominee
for a seat at the Legislative Council of this Colony, to fill the place of Mr.

T. JacksoN, i
As requested in vour letter No. 1382 of the 7th instant, T now hand

rou.
" 1. A copy of the Notice convening the meeting.
9 A list of the Members present at the meeting.
3. The name of the Candidate with the names of his pro]mser and
seconder.—I have, &c.,
P. RYRIE, Q’Imii'muu.

The Hon. F. StEwart, LL.D., Aeting Colonial Secretary.

List of Members present at the Special General Meeting of the Hong-
kong General Chamber of Commerce held on the 17th September, 1887.

Present. Hon. P. RymiE. Messrs, K. CHAMPEATX.

Messrs. W, H. F. Darsy. 0. BacHRACH.

1. MACKINTOSH, R. M. Gray.

W. H. Forges. A. McCoNACHIE,
G. T. Hopkixs. L.. MENDEL.

S. E. SuELLIv. Doucras JONES.
J. S. MosEs. F. T. P, FosTER.
J. J. Francis. D. (1LLIES.

E. R. BEL1L1OS. W. G. BRODIE.
V. H. DeAcox. Hon. C. P. CHATER.

H. CRAWEFORD. .
H. U. JEEFRIES, Secretary.

List of Candidates proposed at a Special General Meeting of the Houg-
kong General Chamber of Commerce held on the 17th September, 1887, to
nominate a Member to the Legislative Council, to fill the place of Mr. T.
JACKSON. i
A. P. MscEwex, Esq.

Proposed by Hon. P. Ryzik, and seconded by Mr. J. J. Francis.
H. U. JEFFRIES, Seccretury.
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No. 1450, COLONIAL SECRETARY'S OFFICE,
Honckoxg, 19th September, 188%.

Sir,—With reference to your letter of the 17th instant, I am directed
by the Officer Administering the Government to acquaint you, for the
information of the Chamber, that His Excellency will have great pleasure
in appointing provisionally, and subject to Her Majesty’s pleasure, Mr.
ArexaNpEr Panmir MacEwewn to be an Un-official Member of the
Legislative Council.—I have, d&e.,

FREDERICK STEWART, dcting Coloniul Secrctary.
H. U. JerrriES, Esq., Secretary,
R HoNgkoNe GENERAL CHAMBER oF (OMMERCE.

N.

No. 745, Suancual GENERAL CHAMBER OF COMMERCE,
SHANGHAL, 22nd November, 1887,

]

Sir,—I have the honour to hand you herewith copy of a letter from
this Chamber to the Doyen of the Diplomatic Body at Peking, ou the
subject of the alleged Convention between the existing Cable Companies, and
the Chinese Government.

I shall be glad if your Chamber will aid us with their support, in
objecting to an arrangement which if carried out would be prejudicial to
the interests of the Mercantile community of China.—I have, &c.,

: E. H. LAVERS, Chairman.
To the Chairnan,

Hoxckoxg GENERAL CHAMBER oF ComMERCE, HONGKONG.

Copy. SHANGHAI GENERAL CHAMBER oF COMMERCE,
SuANGHAL Isé November, 1887.

Sir,—The attention of the Committee of this Chamber has been drawn
to announcements in the Local Press to the effect that a Convention is in
progress between the existing Buropean Telegraph Companies and the
Chinese Authorities which in their opinion if carried out will seriously

: affect the Mercantile communities at the various Treaty Ports and although

the Chamber is not in possession of any official information on the subject
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there is good reason to believe that there is sufficient ground for the state-
ments to warrant our addressing you on the matter and asking you to bring
it to the notice of your colleagues before matters have reached their
maturity.

It is understood that the Convention in its essence is a mutual agree-
ment between the Foreign Telegraph Companies and the Chinese that there
shall be no lowering of rates between this and Europe and this in itself is
an interference with the freedom of trade which should not be under the
coercine control of any one Company or Syndicate of Companies.

Further than this it must be pointed out that if this Convention come
into force it will be a precedent applying to all Chinese lines and the hopes
of the establishment of a new and cheaper route by the South and through
Burmah will have to be abandoned.

It is not at present necessary to go into details as to the treatment
which the East has received from the Telograph Companies in former years
but one notable instance may be mentioned viz. the adoption of the word
system, which while affecting to be a boon to the public was in reality in-
creasing the cost of each word by 60 °f, as the Telegraph agents previously
did the work for $1.20 wheveas the Telegraph lines under the new arrange-
ments charged $2.00 and it appears that to give the existing Companies the
power by a coalition to prevent a reversion to the lower rates which com.-
petition might bring about, is a step which should be very gravely con-
sidered affecting as it does the whole of the foreign Community in the
East.

In these days the use of the Telegraph has become a necessity in all
business operations and the present charges are a very heavy tax, while
much of the business which under the old regime would allow of the use of
lines has now to be abandoned as the cost is greater than the operation can
bear.

I shall be glad therefore if you will use your influence to prevent the
carrying out of any such arrangement which the Chamber is of opinion
would prove a serious obstacle to trade and an injury to the Foreign Com-
munities generally.—I have, &c.,

E. H. LAVERS, Chairman.
His Excellency M. voN BrANDT,
H. I. G. M5 Envoy Brtraordinary and Minister Plenipotentiary
and Doyen of the Diplomatic Body, Peking.
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Hoxckoxe GENERAL CHAMEBER oF COMMERCE, .
Hoxeroxg, 9th December, 1887,

Sir,—I have the honour to acknowledge the receipt of your letter
dated the 22nd ultimo, inviting this Chamber’s co-operation in support
of the communication addressed by the Shanghai General Chamber of
Commerce to the Doyen of the Diplomatic Body at Peking, with reference
to the alleged contemplated Convention between the existing Foreign Tele-
graph Companies and the Chinese Government.

The Committee of this Chamber have fully considered the observations
put forward in your letter, aud are clearly of opinion that an earnest pro-
test should be made against the carrying out of any such combination which
is likely to prove injurious to commerce in the East, and in reply to your
letter, I am desired to furnish you with the following copy of a resolution
unanimously passed at o meeting of the Committee held on the 3rd instant,
to consider this subject,— '

Resolved,—*“That this Committee view with considerable alarm the

rumoured negotiations that are said to be pending, for the com-
bined working of the several Foreign Telegraph lines with the
Chinese Telegraph Service, the object being to prevent the healthy
competition between these various undertakings whicl is very
essential fo commerce, more particularly as the arrangement,
should it come into force, will form a most stringent monopoly.
For the right of landing Cables on Chinese territory being within
the control of the Government of China, the right will e exercised
to prevent the competition of any opposing enterprise, which, under
ordinary circumstances, probably would be started to neutralize
the effects of what might be termed a simple monopoly. That this
Committee respectfully urge upon Her Britannic Majesty’s Mi-
nister at Peking, the necessity that exists to prevent, by every
possible means that may lie in his power, the consummation of a
Convention that is said to be pending.”

I may add that a copy-of the above resolution will be forwarded to Her
Britannic Majesty’s Minister at Peking and to the Executive of this Colony.
—1I have, &c., .

P. RYRIE, Chairman.
E. H. Lavers, Esq., Chairman,
SHANGHAT GENERAL CHAMBER or COMMERCE.
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HoxGkoNG GENERAL CHAMBER OF COMMERCE,
HoxncronG, 10th December, 1887,

Str,—Adverting to vour letter dated the 15th July last, and by direc-
tion of the Committeé of this Chamber, I have the honour to forward, for
the information of His Excellency the Governor, copy of this Chamber's
letter of the 9th instant addvessed to H.B.M.s Minister at Peking on the
subject of the alleged contemplated Convention between the existing Cable
Companies and the Chinese Government.—I have, &ec.,

H. U. JEFFRIES, Secretary.

The Hon. F. StEwart, LL.D., Colonial Secretary.

[

- Hox¢koNG GENERAL CHAMBER oF COMMERCE,

‘S1r,—The Shanghai General Chamber of ( lommerce, has forwarded to
this Chamber, copy of a communication addressed to the Doyen of the Di-
plomatic Body at Peking, relating to an alleged contemplated Convention
letween the Chinese Government and the existing Foreign Telegraph Com-
panies, 2 matter which it is hardly necessary to remind Your Excellency is
of vital importance to the mercantile communities in the Far East.

Although the terms of the proposed Convention have not been made
public, there are grounds for apprehending that the operation of the new
arrangement would be attended with injurious results and especially would
press very seriously on the Commercial public who are the largest contri-
hutors to telegraphic trafic. Therefore, in the opinion of the Comumittee of
this Chamber any attempt, direct or indirect, to increase the burdens on
trade should be met with the strongest remonstrance, and I am desired by

‘;“\ the Committee, who now avail themselves of the renewed privilege granted

the Chamber of corresponding direct with Her Britannic Majesty’s Repre-
sentative at Peking, to invite your earnest attention to the resolution passed
at o recent meeting held to consider this subject, and the Committee res-
pectfully urge that Your Excellency may be pleased to exert your powerful
influence to check the consummation of a scheme embracing restrictions

| detrimental to the general public.

I The following resolution was passed unanimously,—
Resolved,—¢That this Committee view with considerable alarm the

rumoured negotiations that are said to be pending, for the com-

[59]

bined working' of the several Foreign Telegraph lines with the

Chinese Telegraph Sevvice, the object being to prevent the Lealthy

competition between these varions undertakings which is very
essential to commerce, more particularly as the arcangement,
should it come into force, will form a most stringent monopoly.
For the right of landing Cables on Chinw e territory heing within
the control of the Government of China, the right will he excreised
to prevent the competition of any opposing enterprise, whicl, under
ordinary circumstances; probably would be staried to neutralize
the effects of what might be termed a simple monopoly.  That this
Committee respectfully urge npon Her Britannic Majesty’s Mi-
nister at Peking, the necessity thar exists to prevent, by every
possible means that may lie in his power, the consummation of a
Convention that is said to he pending.” :
P. RYRIE, G .
His Excellency Sir Joun Warsmaa,
H.B.M’s Minister, Pehing.

0. 1944, CoLoNIAL SECRETARY's OFrIcE,
i Hoxcrong, 20th December, 1887,
S1r,—I have the honour, by direction of His Excellency the Governor,
to acknowledge the receipt of your letter of the L0th instant forwarding a
copy of the Chamber’s letter of the Uth instant addressed to Her Britannic
Majesty’s Minister at Peking on the subject of the alleged contemplated
Convention between the existing Cable Companies and the Chinese Govern-
ment.—I have, &e.,
FREDERICK STEWART., Colonial Secretury.
H. U. JerFRIES, Bsq., Secretury,
HongroxtG GENEraL CHAMBER oF COMMERCE.

No. 750. SHANGHAI GENERAL CHAMBER OF COMMERCE,
' SHANGHAI, 20tk December, 1887,

S1r,—I have the honour to acknowledze the receipt of your communi-

~ cation of 9th instant advising this Chamber of the steps which have heen

cen by your Committee with reference to the proposed Convention between
Telegraph Companies and the Chinese Government. I beg to thank
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you for the promptness with which you have endorsed this Chamber’s views

- with regard to the probable effect of such an arrangement, and the means

you lave taken to convey your opinion to the Ministerial Body at Peking.
—1 llaVﬂ, \\‘TC., )
E. H. LAVERS, Chairman.
The Hon. P. Ryrie, Chairman,
Hoxciose Gexerat Cuaaser o COMMERCE.

No. 750, Spaxcuar GeNEraL CHanper oF COMMERCE,

SUANGHAT, 2nd February, 1888.

Sir,—1 have the honour to hand you for the information of your
Chawmber, copy of the reply from His Excellency M. von Braxpr, to the
communication from this Chamber of 21st November la‘st_, relative to the
1:u1pom"ed Telegraph Cenvention.

As it is now undevstood that the subject of the correspondence will not;
be proceeded with, there is no necessity to refer to it further. Thanking
you for the assistance rendered by your Chamber in endorsing the views
expressed by thig body.—I have, &c.,

. H. LAVERS, Chairman.

Lion. Praxess Ryrin, Chairmad,
Gryeral CHAMBER 0P COMMERCE, _I‘IONG-K()NG.

( Copy.) PrkiNG, 5th Juuwary, 1888,

Sir,--1 have the honour to acknowledge the receipt of your letter
dated November 21st, referring to the newspaper rumours on the subject
of a Convention in progress between the existing European Telegraph
Companies and the (‘hinese Authorities as well as to the apprehensions
oreated by them among the members of the Chamber of Commerce.

My colleagues and myself fully appreciate and share the wish expressed
by the Chamber of Commerce that no monopoly of telegraphic-communica-

tion between China and Europe or America should be created and that the

tariff shonld he as low as consistent with existing vested interests, but we
regret that the Chamber should have adduced in support of their views
more than one statement which by being far from exact, takes away from
the value which under other circumstances an expression of the opinion of
the Chamber would possess.
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My colleagues and myselt are also of opmion that it would have
tacilitated matters in this instance and wounld undoubtedly do so in fature,
if the Chamber instead of acting apon rumours wonld take the trouble to
ask for information, informally, through their Chairman, where it was most
likely to get it; the universal courtesy with which the Cbamber of Com-
merce has always been met by the Foreign Representatives would seem to
indicate such a proceeding not only as the most advantageous, but also-as
the most natwal one.—1 have, &c.,

M. v. BRANDT.
. H. LAVERS, Esq., Chairman of the

) ; bl v or .
g SHANGHAL G ENaraL CHaypeEr or Couneros,

0.
Proposed British Trade Dollar,
CHAMBER or COMMERCE,
SINGAPORR, 208k December, 1887,

. Dear Sir,—Referring to the correspondence which took place in June
of this year between the Hongkong and Singapore Chambers of Commerce
on this subject, T now beg to forward, under separate cover, for the inform-
ation of your Chamber, a few copies of a paper laid before the Leoislative
] :Eﬂuncﬂ of this Colony, which conveys the views of tle Lord: of the

- Treasury, the Secretary of State tor the Colonies, the Master of the Roval
‘;Mi‘nf; and of the Directors of the Chartered Bani of India Australia f;nd
China on the proposals which emanated from this Chamber,

. In face of the decidedly adverse opinion expressed by all thse authori-
ties, it seems useless to pursue the matter further.—I liave, &e.,
ALEX. GENTLE, Secretary.

A . ’ s ” ;
The Seeretary, Hoxaroxe GRNERAL CHAMBER oF COMMEROE,

Hoxerong GENERAL CHAMBER or COMMERCE,
HoxaroNe, I3th January, 1888,
S1r,—I have for acknowledgment your letter of the 20th ultimo, and
Iy T am requested by my Committee to thank you for your courtesy
arding, for the information of the Members of this Chamber, copies
a paper laid before the Legislative Council of the Straits Settlements,
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containing the views of the Lords of the Treasury, the Secretary of State
and others, in re the proposed British Trade Dollar, and advising that it is
not the intention of your Cliamber fo take further action in thismatter, in
consequence of the adverse views Leld by the Home Authorities upou this
questiou.——l have, &c.,

; II. U. JEFERIES, Seccretary.

; i - x Al -
The Secrefary, SINGAPORE CHAMBER OF COMMERCE.

P.
Copy. (T ranstation.}
Removal of prolibition on Export of Iron from the Canton FProvince
« Poking Guzette” M.S. Gth February. 1887.

e

Chang Chic-tung, Governor-General and Acting Governor of Kwang-
tung, presents a memorial humbly praying that as an act of kindness to
merchants and others His Majesty will remove the existing prohibitions
relating to iron. -

The memorialist has received a report from Wang Yu-tsao, salt (‘oni-
nissioner for Kwantung and Kuangsi, and Kao Chung-chi, Financial
Commissioner for Kwang.tung, in which they state that the export by sea
of i1'§n and articles made of ivon has been forbidden throughout the country
with the object of preventing the furnishing of supplies to pirates. But,
now that the maritime restrictions have been removed, the
general condition of affaivs is very different from what iﬁi’was formerly.
Every year foreign steel and iron are imported from abroad to the amount
of some tens of millions of catties, guns, fire-arms, and other articles are
bought by the million; and several millions of taels are spgut.‘in making
The altogether one-sided character of this trade 1s

they continae,

payment for the same. : £
eminently unfair. Of late years great attention has been paid to mining
affairs throughout the country and the two chief staples are coal and iron.

Canton iron is of unusual fineness and oxcellence, hut the market for it is
limited, Should any one wish to convey it to the coast ports for sale, he is
hampered first by the cost of land transport and then by the illegality of

shipment by sea. The result is that foreign iron penetrates every where

~quested. e Board concerned will take note.
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and all the profit falls to its share. Now that the Canton Board of mines
is stimulating the energies of the people in the direction of mining, the two
Commissioners conceive it their duty to pray that the Memorialist will
represent to His Majesty the advisability of removing the probibition
against the export by sea of iron and articles made of iron, the said goods
paying, as is required by law, duty and likin at the port of shipment.

The Memorialist would observe that in Kwangtung and Kuaugsi, irou
has long been produced in lorge quantities, hut the consumption of it is
restricted by its confinement to a narrow area. Not only does foreign iron
penetrate everywhere, causing a serious drain in the wealth of the country,
but there issan illicit trade, which cannot be entirely prevented, in the sur-
plus stocks of the local ivon. 'Thus there is merely one more obstacle
thrown in the way of the development of mining, and one more source of

profit lost to the merchants and manufacturers. :

Tlhie Memorialist would lumbly recall the fact that, in the last mouth
of the 9th year of His Majesty’s rveign, when he held the post of Governor
of Shzm-si', in conjunction with Li Hung-chang, Minister Superintendent of
‘I'rade for the Northern Ports, he requested llis Majesty to sanction the
removal of the prohibition on the export of Shansi iron from Tientsin by sea,
‘which request was approved by Decree, and accordingly Shansi iron has
‘now for several years been exported from Tientsin by sea to the three Man-
churian provinees. The case of Kwangtung and Kuangsi is similar to that
of Shansi. Moreover at the present moment steps are being taken to de-
velop the mineral resources of Kwangtung, and it is in the intercst of private
trade that the Cormnissioners request that the precedent may be followed by

removing tlie prohibition against exportation.

Accordingly the Memorialist would humbly pray that in order to
encourage mining enterprise and attord profits to persons in trade His
ajesty may be pleased to permit iron and articles of iron to be exported
sea for sale from Kwangtung and Kuangsi.

The Memorialist is addressing the Boards of Revenue and Works ou
this subject. Li Ping-heng, Governor of Kuangsi, joins in the memorial.
he Governorship of Kwangtung is held by the Memorialist himself.
herefore a third name cannot be affixed. Re-seript:—Let it be as re-
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Translated by ‘L. L. BULLOCK,

Nors.—Itappears from the Customs Returns that, so far as the trade
in foreign vessels is concerned, the removal of the prohibition on the export
from Tientsin has had no effect in creating an iron export trade. No iron
Or iron ware was expoi'trud through the Foreign Customs trom Tientsin in
1885, while a small quantity of native ivon-ware and a larger amount of
foreign ivon was imported.

I'. L. BULLOCK.
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- MONTHLY SALHKS
CHAMBER OF COMMERCE,

- DURING THE YEAR 1887.
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MONTHLY SALES COMPILED BY CHAMBER OF

58 @ 60
6t @ 66 ..

7tbs. (32 in.), Ordinary. ......
6 ths. (82 in.), Mexicans, .....
7 ths. (32 in.), Mexicans, .....

FANCY COTTONS.

Book-folds & Fine.......

T-OLOTHR—-6 1hs. (82 in.), Ordinary, ......-

8 @ 84 0% (3BLEY, eeereenee
DriLis. —English, 40 yards, 133 @ 14 Ibs.,

FURKEY RED SHIRTINGS,—2.4 @ 31hs, ...

BROCADES, —Dyed, . voerrens LT

DAMASES, wvvusereesesiisnnarinsmrmsinimssssnasarnreaes .
CH!:{TZEs,a—'Assorted, .............................. i3
T VR S PR s e s TR vards,
VELVETEENS,—18 N4 ot i iiann s e -
HANDKERCHIALS, Imitation Silk, ... eers.d0zen

e 7,550
e T 68.836

Sew 3y 3,478

P, 3.500 3,850

Sonk o 50,2001 30,925

wen 6 24,748 8,960

e 1,500 525
pieces 3,400 880

e 1,500 850

168

840
27.361

2,360

7,000
9,000

2,

1

130

280

: DESCRIPTION OF GOODS. % é .; -
. 2
GOTTON YARN. |
BOMBAY,—Nog. 10/@ 208], iosiiiiiuvatin... hales 3,620 10200 1,700 B30
EXGLISH,—Nos. 16 @ 215 cooiinnnereneniiiiins 943 1,164 320 133
N8, 28 @ 3250 covinenne v 483 162 1ok 70
Nos. 38 @ 425, veree Ty R T 603 195 25 60
COTTON PIECE GOODS. :
GREY SHIRTINGS,—U1hs, . coonniiiiiiniiniinnn pieces 3.200 3.575 1,600
T i A e | o 9,700| 5400] 4200|5590
A e s T o 40,150 | 34,200 | 18,400 | 19,200
I bt s oy 5350| 4450| 5,950| 3400
250 -

150
21,090

11,750
14,370
§.817

2,610

200

120

b

COMMERCE DURING THE YEAR 1887.

it
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|

|
|

= = = = 7 S i = =
LICO| 2,855 21051 1024 1408 12991 92723 1.377 22,061
i ST S e 37T 359 1.862| 1,820 430 10,428
137 3] 1,051 199 105 135 2,649
15 : 160 85 214 79 145 438 199 2,390
L600 | 2,000 4,000 6007 9,200 25,775
H2300 6,100 4850 6,900 850 5,000 1,750 4,200 50,290
6,230 | 35630( 88,250| 9450| 3,000| 23280| 22.100| 20,800 2;0,73(i
L6001 4500/ 12,700 2,650 900| 1,600 3,750| 1,000 50,650
2,800 1,550 730 3,250( 6,350 14,950
9,000 2,000 64| 1,420 13,064
4,050 6,250| 3,500 2,250 400| 1,000 250 26,240
6,240 47,644 27,16’0_ 26,400 [ 12,500 20,990| 27,380 35,300 339.470
= 4,006| 1,000 8,183
20251 3,500 9,819) 254 92951 4,120 50,403
1,500 1,500
6300 | 22980 22450| 13,650 3,150| 34,250 18,250| 9,550 233,075
2000 5250( 18878| 21,050| 1,400 11,150 19,900 33,000 164,153
995 (1,530 5851  1,230( 5,250 2,265 1,050 21,020
3,000] 5,880 2450 1,680 8,540 22,310
1001 3,950 300 300 1,450 8,450
250 1,000 1,750
200 450 300| 83,000 30 600 60 84,688
5366 600 | 18000 ... 20,400 1,680 73,071:)
2 999 u 400 7,599

6,200
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MONTHLY SALES COMPILED BY CHAMBER OF

COMPOSITION NAILS, . sucussnnssesenrnseeresecanes-piculs

- B
DESCRIPTION OF GOODS. é % g =
WOOLLENS.
SPANISH STRIPES,—Sundry chops, ..........picces
GRTIIATL, <o iasian YT e 480 480 120
HABIE. MEDIUM & BROAD CLOTHS. oo - 192
- LONG BLLS—S8earlet, i et g 26000 1800} ... ) .
A RO T HE T e s ol ons T wac e iasd 20 20
CAMBEETE =il R R TR 1 Y 5 2820 2,100 590 100
- LasTles,—S() yards, 31 in., Assorted,...... o 200 300 100
- OrLEANS,—DPlain........ e R TR o
: BLANKETS,—8 @ 12 1hs. v o RS 310 E 170 620 S50
RAW COTTON.
- BOMBAY & KURRACHEE, ....cooveerar mesnenseen:bALES 1.171 700 650 660
¥ BEXGAL & BANGOON, - cciovines oo cnieiiniinnasas o 33001  3.000( 2,100 2500
SHAXNGHAIL TUNGCHOW. s. NIXGPO, weee cnivrans 1 50 200 \ 2500
MADRAS, +1eveeseruesnninairanyraeseaasrmnsasnantainessne 1 10
METALS.
TRON. -~ NALL H00, 42 2essirrararenmeessnnnsnianseres ICHIS 340 1,650 9,240
Square, Flat Ronnd Bar, ..o o n“}';‘;hlm 420
- —u Swvedish BAY, «icvinrinirrrrsicnsansas cveee 3y o
Small Round Rod, ..oocivimenniiiiniiens n b " 80| ...
- Hoop,vvesiinnnes vl L il v o ne i v gﬁ;:. {:% s
Wit e - Tt o e c0ISS 10 0¥ 360 24
01a Wire ROPe, . .oovneecerciiisanmariciss {olg":lﬂ !-ﬂgg 500
L.EAD, L. B. J‘ Co. and Hole Chop, ........ ....tons g‘l':‘;h 3{53 E;ﬂ:l' o gzﬁl“{g 4,750
YELLOW METAL,—Muntz, 16 @ 28 oz.,......cases 40 175 =
Vivian's, 16 @ 28 0Z.,eeevre 1 258 117 123
’ Elliots, 16 @ 28 0Zy......boxes | ... 148] .

y
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COMMERCE DURING THE YEAR 1887,—( Coutinned).

E

: . 2 a E -é E ':5, Total-

z E E é’ ’}? g 75' é Eor_lSﬂJ.
- 664 984 A60 360 1,500 408 4,276
210 480 240 660 GOU 900 540 340 5,280
348 708  ass| 20|  ase G0 2,200
- 2,600 2000 200 2300 . 9,700
840 1820 3200  300] 1100 7,360
121 1910 520  or0| 2740 1770] 2540 16.181
1780 2320| 240| 220 90| 790|  seo 7,410

:
12(0) 560 1,600 1,225 5,455
60| 1575 1.850]  s00]  400| 1140| eso| 330 10,326
2200| 4,600| 4700| 6900] 4700| 3100 2300 2500 42,100
300{ 1,600] 500 2,900
60| .. 2 70
60| 6720] 11,760| 5440 1680 9,240 15,100 65,060
o) P 1,496 850| . {gf}]i i
840 - 840
e 840
1200 ... cls, 2,020
2001 [pieais S0 Y {E"dil: ‘83?
casks 250 144 {caska 310
1200 390 10| 00| 470 {E:;’; e
5202 |nienol| 5,940 vegiea)  9182| 11.390| 9,820 |uns,705 | {PEIS 08T
il 45|y
00| 426 10 35(% 430] 710 120 1,046
: 100/ ) 200| 420
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MONTHLY SALES COMPILED BY CHAMBER OF

y Ee
DESCRIPTION OF GOODS. g é g -
= 2 = =
METALS,— Continued,
T A RGO B[] R |1 1T 200
AR s e s
b RNl e 5
PINGIRTATIEN, s e oot tiie b s AT hoxes a0 1,730 125
STEEL, R (- CaSes 2
SUNDRIES & COALS.
ORI TV B R B it o damiresont s TSR 450 3?3‘]1‘13.1.% 13100 1,390
WINDOW (REASR: +onerieeeseensienins L e, boxes | 1.000]  6500]  1,800] 1100
K ROSENIOTL S e S 10 gallon cases | 15.000| 86,000
ey AR et e e tons 1400  1,000| 1,000
AUStAlAT e venens e e o 6,800  2u450] 2800 2100
Japan, Tdkasima, (Large), ...... ..o 4 500 7000 1000
GOSN 00| 1.000
CHINA, INDIA & STRAITS PRODUCE.
TRt TN AL s o oo SR e e G piculs |3
B e S L D U 423,500 538,900
SUGA#,— Vhite & Brown _("(;-‘m_;ton, Hoihow, | \ 850  6900] 5600|8100
and Philippines;......occvvienes | ! :
SULARICARDE T asemmeeseiet et S Cosclieh ool s 8 0 il LT 0
CAMPHOR,—FOrmoss, . overenvonenes A e s
TR o R ) g}!g;;l!!'g-’,g Ty S
DERRER,—WHIEC, oo o 2000 ..
240
1,200
West Anstraliaf,...ceesssnens

\
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COMMERCE DURING THE YEAR 1887,—(Continued).

- A , Z § :;: = ?1 Total
E - é & +§q 2 g § for IRST,
= &5 = - 72 = i =
s Bt
200 200
1500 | 61,800 150 200 2000 31000 51001 8,700 15,655
vooo|  soo| 1,000 ' 3,750 1,000 250
»
1,250]  s00] 2100 1850 13 : 2,600 | § fiks: 53.050
: Ok e A501 15000 18000 zgooff B
1,860  3.300] 2600 600 2000 3,600 95,360
20,000 10,930 8610 9,450 99.990
6,500 2,440 6.000 ; 3,000 * 21340
7285 5500|2500 4,100 L7600 2,000 37,235
9,0001 5,800 w 17.000
1 2500 4,000 9500] 43000 11.000( "
3,500 2,500 ’ | ' e 39.200
+48,200 | 609.000 | 182,000( 257,200 | 377,700 | 238.900| 178,000 | 186.000 4,157,700
3370 75000 4250( 3700| 18480 r400] 2700 3,300 63,530
B e il mine e = e 20 g G 00
3 900 650 100w 300 2 fpels. 1,700
_ _ - gt A i
rubs 1,200 | pieuls 500 [ pienls 1,100 [ piculs 400 | pienls 00 piculs pleuls 200  pleuls 5,030
S e E B R e R
40 120 335 50 120 30 20 945
50 530 155 330 350 575 200 100 2,770
2,976 4,337 2000| 5076 4110] 4712 3.905| 2978 41,854
=0 105 280 R 1,300 2,185
. . |tousies| ... goo| ... [|Ipels. 600
tons 165
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FORTNIGHTLY CURRENT QUOTATIONS DURING THE YEAR 1887.
On London,| Private Docu- _ On ° s = Gold | Gold | Tele- |
QUOTATIONS. s ot | Aot | monthd | 4o
sight. sight. sight. sight. Demand., | Demand. Dollars. Geldn | Koy Fi
Formignt, ending  3rd Januy, o 34 3 342 Fes. 4.29 Re 2230 | Rs 2231 | 93 ghprem.| 9396 prem.| 96 prm. | $30.20 | $31.20 [ 33§
Do, do.  L7fh Jannary, -..... B4] 347 305 Fes. 431 Rat sosi e onn il e TligR Cn e e (R B01105 [FSa1ST OIS T
Do, do.  3lst January, ... 343 Bl 343 Fes, 4.29 Re 220% | Bs 220F | 97 . . [8F ., . F o [$30:307IS3 130NN Bt
E Do, do.  14th February, ... 334 335 34 Fes. 423 Rs 2208 hRe 2203 | 93, , [®2 . . | . . |$3060[83160( 334
Do, do.  2Bth February, ... 334 33 33 Fos, 417 Ra 2201 | Re 2201 | 95 o T R I Y S
. Do., do.  T4th March, «-.o..... 3128 324 3124 Ies. .07 : (2B g L T o R 1] 33'1.55 832,650 | 313
Do, do.  28th Mareh, .....oed|  3[1% 3i24 32 Fes, 405 sri ope I by I e e e [ R RE ] R R
Do, do. 1L April, oo 31 31y 312 Fes. 3.96 “Re 2213 | BRs 2213 | 92, . |8E. . |13. . |$31.95[§3290| 0%
o Do, do, 215t ApHL, wccveinins i1y 34 3% Fes. 3.97 Re 2200 |\ Rs 2200 || 9% .. o ISy o |3E . o |831:95)§32:901 01 - '
Dopiee  ion AthIMays ... i 313 31 ELTE R Fes, 3.98 B R 2223 | Re 2223 (10 L, . |8F . 0 |03 . L [ $B1.90°) 832,851 * 311
c Do.. do.  1Bth Mag,.coceeeeens 1% 32 324 Fes. 4.00 ‘ | Re222f | Re 2221 |10 ., 870, 1 ., [$3180088255| 81 »
Do, . do. Mlst Jung; .ooeeeaes 3i1L 3 31 Fes. 3.96 B o0 [ Reiz a0 L fer . e [ S [SHTRENESE2E0 | VB
Do, dor LBEH FUNe; - ceranasas] - Fi1G 32 . 32} Fes. 3.99 : zesony [RRs2aalion ke SR o S S32TH IS B0 S
- Do, o, 20th Jane, ceeoeeeins 321 /24 3i2} Fes. 4.05 Be 2231 | BRe 2231 0%, . 9 . . |1 L o 83205 $33a00) 3ilf
i Do., Aty AGE A et o 0 B 312 32 Fes. 4.01 Rs 2231 | Re 2231 (10 ,. . |83 . 1. .. 8321011838705 2/
Do, o 2gtniduly;s el 312 324 312} Fes. 4.01 Re 2233 | Rs 2232 |10 . ., [|8F . . . . |$3205|833.00( 31}
: Do., Ao, 10th August, ...oee|  B[21 3/21 3/2} Fes. 4.03 Rs 2223 | Re 2223 (10 ,, . 8% . . | §. . [$8195)|88295 1Y :
= Do.. do.  24th Aungust. ... 32k 32 324 Fes. 4.08 Rs 2221 | Re 2223 (10 , . |83, . b . |s8190|s8285] a2 |
: Do., do.  8th September, ... 32§ 327 33 Fes. 4.10 Be 2221 | Re 2221|103, ., 8%, . | 3. . [$31.65(83260| 32
R Do., do. 22ndSeptember, ....| 312} 3123 32§ Fes. 4.10 Rs 224 | BRs 22¢ (103, . (82, . | 3., . [$31.55]83250]| 32
Do., do.  10th October,... ... 3123 82% 33 Fes. 412 Rs 225) | Rs- 225} | 9% . . |84, , | 4. . [83L55|83240] 32}
Do, do.  24th October,........ J 824 3/24 324 | Fes. 4.08 Re 2241 |95y o |83, o | 80 o |e8150|83245] 813 |
Do,  do. 7th November....| #1% 3124 324 | Fes 403 Re 2244 (104, o |9 » o | 3, . |$31.85|83280( 3ap |
Do, do. 21st November,.....| 3% 32} 3:21 Fes. 4.03 Re 2233 (10 .. . [8%. . | 4., . |$31.90|83285| 31} '
Do., do.  5th December.....of  3/1% 1312 324 Fes. 4.02 Re 2222 | 9%, . |8 . . 1., o, |$31.905|g3200| 34 . [
Do, do.  19th Decembery...... 3/24 B2 32} Fes. 4.05 Re 221 |93, ., [82,. . |64, . [$3205|sss00]| 318 ‘
|
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THE POSTMASTER GENERAL'S REPORT.

Generar. Posr Orrice,
Honaxrowa, Janvary Srd, 1888.
Srr,—1 have the hounour to report on the British Postal Service in

Hongkong and China during 1887.
9. There is not much to record, nor indeed, as far as Hougkong is

concerned, can there be much in the way of progress to record until the

Department ceases to be cramped by a wholly inadequate Euﬂﬁing. The
lim:it_s of development of the service in the exis.tiqg-structure: have been
fully reached, nor can any marked improvement of orgauisation be expected
until room is provided for a larger staff and more extended operations.
Fconomy of space has been carried so far in the Hongkong Post Office
thatany modification of detail which necessitates a shelf, a small table,
or i-nde:ad any place to put anything, has become all but impossible. If
the spacé-requifed is more than a few feet, such a modification is quite
impossible.

3. How little the staft of the Post Office has grown with the growing
necesgitios of the service may be seen from the following statement of
the Honglong portion of the staff of this Department, in 1875 when the

present writer took charge of it, and in 1887, vespectively ;—

1875.
Honglkong Staff only.
1 Postmaster Gemneral.
1 Assistant do.
1 Accountant.
1 Money Order Clerk.
2 Marine Officers.
2 (Chinese Assistants for Marine Officers.
6 Clerks.
3 Senior Chinese.
6 Postmen.
8 (loolies.

4 Boatmeu.
35, Total salaries $20,400.
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1887.
Hong-kong Stagt only.
5 k. L Postmaster General.
1 Assistant do.
1 Accountant.
2 Money Order Clerks.
8 Marine Officers.
2 Chinese Assistants for Marine Officers,
7 Clerks.
3 Senior Chinese.
) 7 Postmen.
& Coolies.
4 Boatmen. g

——

37. Total salavies $22,740. &

4. It appears from the above that during twelve vears there has been
an increase in the Staff of two persons, and in the annual expenditure of
$2 340, or not quite $200 a month. This increase is more than aceounted

- for by the extra money order clerk, by a clerk for parcels, and by the
‘additional Marine Officer. This Iatter appointment was necessitated, not
by an increase in the work, but because it was found to be, in conjunction

~ with the travelling and constant change of climate, too severe for only two
officers, Two Marine Officers died at their posts. Even with three, one of

‘whom is always doing three months shore duty, the strain on health is

very perceptible.
5. This slight increase in the personmel of the Department. vbtained,

- as is always the case, with the greatest difficulty, has been nothing like

sufficient to keep pace with the growing wants of the community. Nearly

- stagnant from 1865 to 1875, this Colony in the latter year took a fresh

- departure, and has been increasing steadily ever since. Steamer traffic

- grows every year, new Ports have been opened in our neighbourhood, new

~ mail lines have been established. The French Packets, which in 1875

brought ten or twelve half-empty bags of correspondence, now bring from
ninety to a hundred full ones, our largest inward mail in fact, which, un-

: nately, necessarily arrives unsorted. In 1875 we had Money Order

relations only with the United Kingdom, and the duties were attended to

- by a clerk who was expected to perform his full share of ordinary Postal
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work as well. Now we exchange Money Orders with nearly all the world,
and the duties are discharged, with daily increasing difficulty, only by the
continuous attention of two clerks, who have to be detached from all other
duties. Parcel Post has been introduced within the last two years, and,
whilst it is most useful and successful, it forms a serious addition to the
general work of the Office, and to the daily demand for more space. The
total number of letters, papers, &c., passing through the Hongkong Post
Office in 1875 probably fell short of 900,000, The total for 1887 is esti-
mated at 2,200,000, The work of the Department is only got through, and
that with extreme pressure and difficulty, by long and severe hours of duty,
by escessively hard work, and by the superior officers joining in manual
labour which, in most other places, would be performed by mex at twenty-
five shillings a weel.

6. But it is when the Chinese Staff of the Office is considered that it
is séon how completely inadequate is the provision of hands, in comparison
with the work to be done. In the Tocal or Municipal Post Office of
Shanghai, which undertakes nothing but the reception and distribution of
local correspondence, and of that exchanged by steamer with certain Ports
immediately corresponding with Shanghai, the work is carried on by the
following Chinese staff under the superintendence of two Buropeans:—

4 Senior Chinese.

17 Postmen and Coolies.
2 Rickshaw Coolies.

4 Boatmen.

26

e

The Municipal Post Office at Shanghai is one of seven Post Offices by
which the correspondence of that Settlement ie dealt with, and it is
furnished with fwenty-siz Chinese. The Honglkong Post Office does the
whole of the Postal work of Hongkong, inward, outward, and local; pre-
pares and passes on the mails for all China and Japan; acts as a centre
between those countries and the Straits, India, America and Australia;
sorts both the English and French mails for Shanghai; and is furnished
with fwenty Chinese. The amount of correspondence passing through

Shanghai may be taken, with fair accuracy, to be about half of that passing

through Hongkong. The whole Postal work of Shanghai is performed by
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13 Europeans and 48 Chinese, that of Houngkong by 17 Europeans and 20
Chinese. Moreover the only two really heavy mails for Shanchai are sorted
in Hongkong.

7. The Municipal Post Office at Shanghai can, naturally, establish
hourly deliveries, and effect them with great regularity and satisfaction
to the public. The Hongkong Post Office effects with difficulty three
deliveries a day, with an extra delivery after dark when necessary; and,
when there is a rash of either inward or outward mail work, delivery has to
be suspended altogether, the services of the postmen who should go out
with correspondence being indispensable indoors.

8. The directions in which the organisation of the Hongkong Office
should now be developed are these:—

3

(a.) The improvement of local delivery.

(b.) The collection of correspondence from steamers, and a quicker
landing of contract mails, by means of a steam-launch
belonging to the Department.

(¢.) An enforcement of the monopoly of the Post Office with
rggard to outward correspondence, more particularly
Chinese.

The third of these has been waiting for time and opportunity, but the other
two are absolutely dependent on the provision of a larger building. Local
delivery cannot be improved without a Chinese staff at least double of what
we have at present. There is not room in this building for a single addi-
tional Chinese. Instead of adding to the existing overcrowding, it should
be abated. And it is worse than useless to collect corregpondnce from
steamers unless there are the means of delivering it at least as quickly as
the steamer agents can deliver it themselves, Similarly, this Department
could not work a steam-launch to advantage without two Europeans to
relieve each other in the duty of boarding vessels on arrival. They would

- have to live on the premises, for which no ingenuity could arrange in the

present-building. In fact almost every attempt to improve the service in
any way is blocked by the same condition, more room.

9. To fully develope the internal Postal service of this Colony there

- will be needed ere long four small sub-offices, viz., one at the east and one

at the west end of the town, one at Kowloon and one at the Peak. Pillar

- hoxes will also have to be established at convenient spots on the routes
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leading to these suburbs. All this would pay its own expenses and more,
but it is useless to attempt it without a sufficient central staff to receive
and distribute the correspondence.

10. International Statistics, to regulate the payments for sea and
territorial conveyanee of mails during three years were taken during the
first twenty-eight days of November, and, so far as is known up to this
date, with regularity and success.

11. The date at which this Report has to be sent in makes it impos-
sible to detail the Revenue of the Department for 1887, which will not be
definitely ascertained for some months to come. Prdba,bly, however,
there will be some improvement on the Revenue for 1886, which was as
follows ;—

Gross Revenue, 1886,.... .. e B S %134,734.7?7‘%
Shais of-United Kingdom, welee. o Stisd i il i '378,379.82
SHREe OF OLNCT CONBT RIS, e ) 7,865.91
Conveyance of Mails, ............... iy | iy e e 6,973.12
Working expenses, ... ............. ... R S 33,13_6;49
Balance, ........... e it e ot A e e e 8,379.38

$134,734.72

12. We have ceased to expeet a profit on the working of the Post
Office. That there is still a balance to the good is mainly due to the
Parcel Post. During the year the following parcels have been dealt with
(not including local parcels, of which no separate account is kept.)

! Tnaward, Outward. Total,

By P. & O. Packet, ............ 5,195 3,881 9,026
By German Packet,............ 215 166 381
5,410 3,997 9,407

13. The largest Parcel Mail was that despatched on November 8th,
the Christmas Mail, by which 829 parcels, weighing 631 1b. net were for-
warded. The next largest was that despatched on November 22ud, the
New Year Mail, by which 265 parcels, weighing 487 Ib. net were for-
warded. Thelargest inward Parcel Mail consisted of 408 parcels, weighing
8921b.
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14. Two parcels were confiscated in London, one for containing re-
prints of books copyright in the United Kingdom, the other for containing
cigars which it was attempted to smuggle under a false declaration. The
cigars were addressed to a lady, probably to divert suspicion of the real
nature of the contents of the parcel.

15. The exchange of Parcels with the Continent by German Packet is
steadily though slowly increasing. At fivst onle four or five narcels were
sent or received by each mail, now the average is about twenty. A box
containing eight parcels was lost in the Oder.

16. The reduction of postage on coast and local parcels effected some
tims gince has been the means of attracting a considerable business in the
transmission of such parcels, which are now carried at five cents a pound
including Registration.

17. Tt is hoped ere long to have Parcel Post arrangements in force
with the principal Australian Colonies. The Victorian Government, which,
as controlling the P. & O. line from Melbourne to Colombo, is the first to
be consulted, has accepted the proposals of this Office, and it is hoped that
the system may be at work within two or three months. An exchange of
parcels by the direct Torres Straits steamers was proposed to Queensland,
but the internal legislation of that Colony does not permit of its adoption.

18. A direct exchange of Parcels with Canada vii Vancouver has also
been proposed. The Canadian Post Office replied that when the mail service
between Vancouver and Hongkong has heen put on a permanent footing
the question will be considered.

19. It has been shown in paragraph 12 that exclusive of local ex-
changes, 9,407 parcels passed through this Office in the course of the year.
Although the contents of wany of these were of considerable intrinsic
value, no parcel has been lost, nor has any local parcel been lost.®* The
reason is not far to seek. Although parcels are nor technically considered
as Registered Articles, yet practically and to all intents and purposes, they
are Registered. Persons who talk ““the stuff that makes one sad and

almost sick,” as to how they never register their letters, it only sarvas fo

call attention to them,” would do well to consider the fact that upwards of
nine thousand parcels, often containing such objects as watches, rings,
bracelets, &c., with the contents and value marked on them, have been trans.
mitted safely under Registration during the year, whilst it is believed that

* Eleven Registered Letters are helieved to have been destroyed by an explosion on

~ hoard the Fbrmosa on December 26th,
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nearly every letter containing such objects and posted without Registra-
tion has heen stolen, not necessarily here, nor even necessarily in the Postal
service, but still stolen, somewhere.

20. If it were as possible to prevent the sending of unregistered money
letters through the Post as it is to prevent the sending of unregistered
parcels, letter stealing would disappear. It is kept up and perpetuated by
the persons referred to in the last paragraph, who not only do wrong
themselves, but also persuade others to do so. If onlymoney letbers we;.:e
stolen, the senders might well be left to reap the consequences of their
own carelessness, but unfortunately the letters of innocent people are
stolen on the chance or on the supposition that they contain money.

21. It may be questioned whether the detective measures taken -by
many Postal Administrations in the way of sending test ‘.lettie'rs and laying
other traps for Post Office thieves do not do more harm than good. Every
timesa letter-carrier is convicted, the public begin to think that nof‘w, at
last, they may send money letters with safety. They are soon undeceived.
So far at least as Post Offices where the subordinates are Chinese are con-
cerned, it will NEvER be safe to send money or valuables through thf.a Post
unregistered, and it is believed to be at once the kindest and the justest
course to avoid any useless show of an attempt to make it -so. Such
attempts only foster a disastrous illusion, and intensify the evil they are
intended to cure. To countenance the promiscuous sending of SO
letters, and yet attempt to put down thefts by detective measures, i§ Izk.e
planting a noxious weed, and then snipping at it with scissors. The public
have it in their power to cut the weed at the root by ceasing to send un-
registered money letters. It is believed that the refusal of this Department
to make any enquiry into alleged cases of theft of unregistered money
letters has reduced that class of correspondence very considerably. If
these remarks should deter one additional person from sending money in
unregistered covers they will not have failed of their object. And, if they
do not deter him, the loss of his money very speedily will.

92, As it appeared doubtful whether the direct route vii Aden t:or
correspondence for the South African Colonies was working as sa.tisfa.ctorxl_y
as formerly, experiments were made by the despatch of test covers, as to
the real time occupied in transit. The result was as follows :—

' Via London, Via Aden.

Po Cape Colony, i iresmnian. 50 days. 76 days.

SR s e e 57 days. 69 days.

b B

Correspondence for these Colonies is therefore now forwarded es-
clusively hy way of London.

23. Tn view of the inconvenience caused by the departures of the
steamers of the Pacific Mail Company and Oceidental and Oriental Steam-
ship Company on the same days as the Mails for Turope, the two Com-
panies promised that they would, in arranging their Schedule for the pre-
sent year, do all in their power consistently with the rules they have found
it necessary to observe, to avoid a repetition of this conflict of dates. The
good offices of the Companies have been so far successful that, in their
Time Table for the first half of this year, there are only two coincidences.

24. Tt would be very desirable if the occasional despatch of the
German Packet on the same day as the French Packet could also be
avoided. It deprives the public of much of the advantage of a supple-
mental opportunity to be obliged to make use of it within a few hours or
not at all, | :

25. The ontward French Packets now remain here only twenty-four
hours, an arrangement causing a severe strain on the strength of this
Office,* which has only a few hours of daylight to get the whole mail for
Shanghai sorted and packed, amidst the numerous distractions always
arising from the recent arrival of a contract mail. On one occasion the
newspaper portion of the Shanghai mail was unavoidably sent up unsorted.
That was on August 4th, a day on which three Contract Mail Packets left
this Colony, and two were expected to arrive. Fortunately one arrival did
not take place till the following morning. )

26. It is feared that, under the new P.and O. contract, the stay of
the outward Packet here will also be only twenty-four hours.

27. If the sorting of mails for Shanghai is to be continued under those
circumstances, some reinforcement of the staff will be inevitable, but this
is a subject which can be well considered when the question of the sur-
render or otherwise of our Post Offices in China to the Chinese Govern-
ment is settled. No decision on this point has yet been arrived at by the
TImperial Government,

28. It will be necessary to make provision for a re-organisation of the
Amoy Post Office in case we retain the control of it. It is impossible to

- continue working it much longer in its present under-manned condition.

* On Christmas day the clerks in charge of the Shanghai mail were at work from 2
P.M. till midnight, and were repaired at 7 the next morning for the ordinary work of the

~ Office.
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The duties of the Postal Agent at Amoy depend upon the incessant and
constantly increasing steamer traffic of that Port, and have been much
added to by the establishment of direct steam communication between

Amoy and Manila, and between Amoy and Batavia. For Manila alone
steamers leave Amoy on the average every three days. The Postal Agent ;

has, during the past year, collected and accounted for Revenue to the
amount of $9,403.60. He has sold 87,837 worth of stamps. He has des-
pateed 8,995 Degisteicl Lellos and reocived 4,831, makine a total of
10,184 Registered avticles, every one of which needed individual atteution
and necessitated several entries in books, &c. This gives an average of
28 Registrics each day, including Sundays, but sometimes as many as 125
Registered Articles will be despatched to Manila by one steimer. The
Agent has dealt with 325 parcels, and has sold Postal Notes to the amount
of §1,312. He has dealt, without any assistance except that of two Chi-
neses who cannot read English, with over 200,000 arficles of ordinary
correspondence, say 550 per day, Sundays included. His Office is the
point of distribution for Tamsui, Kelung, Taiwanfoo, and Takao, the
service of which places involves much correspondence and attention to
detail. It can scarcely be thought that $40 a month is a sufficient salary
to pay a gentleman, who has other duties to attend to, for the amount of
work, responsibility, watchfulness, and care, involved in keeping up such
an Office as is described above, All through the year, we have been con-
tinually on the verge of a deadlock at Amoy caused by the not unnatural
reluctance of officers of the Consular service to undertake a post the work
of which is out of proportion to the pay. Only by the good offices of
H. M, Consul in prevailing on members of his staff to take the duties as a

personal favour to himself has such a deadlock heen prevented. If the

Amoy Office continues to be worked from Hongkong it is hoped that its
complete reorganisation will be allowed.

99, Arrangements were made, during the year under report, to induce
a more general prepayment of the correspondence which it is the custom
to send here by steamers outside the mails. The measures taken were
necessarily of a stringent kind, but it was intended to relax them as soon
as the end in view was attained. This was accomplished before the setting
in of the inevitable outery, which had been all along foreseen by this
Department; and the sending of unpaid letters on board stewmers was
practically put a stop to, and less stringent rules introduced, before any
complaint was made. This Office, at any rate, is no longer periodically

]

! iﬁgvb held the Offices of Harbour Master,
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flooded with unpaid correspondence,

: nor will the wholesale transmissi
of such unpaid correspondence s ission

T have the honour to be,
Sir,
Your obedient Servant,
A. Lister,
Postmaster General,
The Hon. Fgmnmnrcx Srewarr,
; Colonial Secretary.

ge., &c., &e.

THE HARBOUR MASTER’S REPORT.

Harsour DerarTment,
Honckona, 104 February, 1888.

. S1r,—I have the honour to forward the following Annual Returns for
this Department for the year ending 31st December, 1887,

4 ..2. This being the last Annual Return it will be my duty to make to

Tfhe Government, I trust it will not be thought out of place to give a short

account of the progress in Shipping, &c., the Colony has made sineé I
i , Marine Magistrate, Emigrati

.. 36 i : , ra gration

d Custom’s Officer. I was in the first instance, while serving in the

Navy, temporarily employed by the C '
. yed by the Colony from the 17th M
th November, 1860; and in March, 1861, T was, e

on the resignation of

- my predecessor, permanently appointed to this Department,

h the Post be allowed to be resumed.




[ 114 ]

3. The Department when-I took charge consisted of the Harbour
Master, three Clerks, and one Boarding Officer, the annual tonnage of the
Port, exclusive of Junks, averaged about 878,135 tons, and the number of
foreign built ships entering the Port daily was about 5.

4. The returns accompanying this report show the progress the Colony

has made.

Twenty-seven years ago steamers were the exception, and sailing-ships
the rule, and previous to 1856, Junks went in and out of Harbour unno-
ticed. The average tonnage of a steamer then was very little over one
thousand Lons, whereas now it is no uncommon thing to see three or four
steam-ships in Port at one time each measuring from 3 to 4,000 tons and

upwards.

“ 5. The Regulations for the control of the Harbour had been in force

e the Colony was created. My attention was soon drawn to this, and

sine
s for register-

to the absence of, any means of providing for payment of fee
ing ships under the Merchant Shipping Acts, any Marine Court to
enquire into cagualties at sea, any regulations for cargo-boats, and any
board to grant Certificates of Competency to Masters and Mates in the
Mercantile Marine. On these matters being brought to the notice of the
Government, the following Ordinances, affecting these great interests, were

framed and became law:—

No. 10 of 1860, regulating fees under Merchant Shipping Act,
1854,

No. 11 of 1860, to constitute Marine Courts of Enquiry.

No. 15 of 1860, to regulate Cargo-hoats.
No. 17 of 1860, to constitute a board of examination for Masters
and Mates.

No. 1 of 1862, to regulate and control the Harbour.

6. Previous to 1866 Piracy in Colonial and neighbouring waters was
of common oceurrence, and Shau-ki-wan bore a very bad name as the
centre where Junks fitted out for piratical purposes. Its close proximity
to the Lyeemun Pass enabled Masters of heavily mauned and armed Junks
t0 follow vessels that had been ascertained to have opium, or other vali-
able cargo, on board. These were too frequently come up with and

2 [ 115 ]

attacked at night, stink-pots and arms of all descriptions being freel
uged. Short'ly after Governor Sir Ricmarp M:ACDONNELL’S) amivall ;V
n(?tice was attracted to the unenviable character Hongkong bore as 1:
Pirate resort, and he infroduced Ovdinance 6 of 1866, WhiCI:bl‘OuO‘ht afl
..]'un!;s under the supervision of this Department, which was consid:r%bl
1n(:1‘:?a.sed to meet the requirements of the Ordinance. Harbour Mas;er’z-
Stations were created at Shau-ki-wan, Stanley, and Aberdeen (now supple
u‘fe-nted by Stations at Yau-ma-ti and Hung-hom) so as to bring all J uplk~
visiting these waters under close inspection, and no Junks hm‘eé’since blees
ﬂllow..ed to leave or enter the waters of the Colony without undergoin 'ulz
exz1i1111nat1011 by Inspectors appointed for the p;n'pose. Ordinance g; (of
18()(?‘ compelled the registration of all Chinese householders, and the two
Ordinances assisted by Gunboats which the Senior Navaf Officer kept
constantly ernizing had the desired effect, and Honglkong soon ceased fo
be a resort.for Pirates, and that trade (if it may be so called) came to an
er}d. Isolated acts of Piracy are still reported, but they are not attended
with the slaughter and burning that existed in Hongkon-g’s earlier days.

' 7. In 1867 Messrs. LanpsteiN & Co., were permitted to keep a hulk
off Yau.ma.ti, clear of all shipping, for the storage of Gunpowder. A;
;;15]113.1\1.‘ of the 17th January, 1867, a \fessel was lying alongside the hulk

charging Gunpowder when an explosion took place and the two vessels
and people on board were destroyed. A Gunpowder Ordinance (No. 4 of
186}17) was at once passed bringing the storage of all private Gunpowder
;; 1;(:; .the control of the Government, with a result that has proved satis-

: 8. In 1867, the increasing shipping of the Colony brought the ques
tion of Lighthouses prominently before the Governn;ent. Reports qwer-
made and with the assistance of the late Staff Commander Rexp, a Navaj
Surveyor in command of H.M.S. Riffeman, the Islet of Wagl;n at the
Eastern approach to the Harbour, Green Island at the Western entrance
and the Gap rock to mark the Southern approachio the Colon we!'e:
1'ecomm.endec1 as the most favourable sites for Lighthouses. Diﬁi};ultii;s
were raised then, and they apparently continue, by the Chinese Govern
‘ment as to the Colony erecting such buildings on Chinese Territory and:
it was not until after much loss of time and a great deal of correspond,.ence
?ha..t t‘]‘1is Government was compelled to built Lighthouses within its own
jurisdiction, and Cape d’Aguilar, Cape Collinson, and Green Island Light-
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14. The Emigration laws of the Colony were not in a very satisfactory

condition in 1861. Besides the Imperial Chinese Passenger’s Act, 1855.
Ordinances 11 of 1857 and 6 of 1859 were in force and others were added,
which for convenience were consolidated by Ordinance 5 of 1874, and since
then additional Ordinances for the protection of Chinese Emigrants have
been brought into force, but these call for no special remark.

15. I will now bring to the notice of the Grovernment a statement of
the Shipping, Fmigration, &e.: in 1887 as compared with 1886.

SHIPPING.

¥

16. The grand total of all vessels including Junks arriving here in
1887 is 27,559 Vessels measuring 6,401,837 tons, or an increase of 377
vessels and 77,673 tons on the previous year, making a daily average
arrival of 75.5 vessels measuring about 232 tons each ; and of this very
large trade 53.6 per cent. is under the British flag.

17. The following paragraphs refer to the trade in vessels of foreign
construction, the Junk trade being dealt with separately under its proper

headi’ng.

18. During the ye.:i,r under review 3,890 ships propelled by steam
measuring 4,468,302 tons, and 188 sailing vessels measuring 139,612 tons
arrived, being a decrease of 78 steam-ships, but an increase of 108,396 tons

showing the additional capacity of steamers of the present day.

19. There is a decrease on the whole of 100 sailing-ships mea»suring‘

71,778 tons, the decrease being principally in British bottoms. Sailing-
vessels under foreign flags are now 100 per cent. in excess of the same class

of vessels carrying the British flag.

Of the above mentioned 3,890 steam-ships entering the Port, 2,878 are
British, and the remaining 1,017 are foreign owned, or a difference of 182.5

per cent. in favour of British ships.

20, The nationality of the various steam.vessels arriving at this Port

come in the following order :—

g

o

&
9 [ 1197]
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|
| Average
Number.| Tons. | tonnage of
-each vessel.
British, i i i sssre v 2,873 | 3,388,128 1,179
(rOTINAN, <rssrerananessittssesnlannvasseassevyaubeyl 540 467,775 866
Chineen Lt R it RO 180,795 1,291
e G e e Ve s s vanaan raova N OO 160,765 1,607
Danish, ciievesvressrseserissssssnresanssigiscnss 63 28,5621 453
BRI e o o OO O e 44 58,941 1,339
NOrwegian,aresesassesrrasireirstanisiicasicnien 37 44,610 1,206
SPANISH, eressensmssntnsrnnsaninssanssissassneses 29 16,178 558
TImited SEALEs, Jiitensas varesssancaorassnersaes 20 47,626 2,381
I i T A R P R S DR 14 21,520 1,323
AUSITIAN, . reiirrininririeinneririin siee 13 27,421 2,109
Russian, «coevviense e R e A il 19,726 1,793
JAPRIESS, » raresnnarsnimamintonssssrnarssusvasses 5 5,743 1,149
Belptan, <ooserini ol 1 538 558

21. The vessels under the French, Dutch, United States, Italian, and
Austrian flags are few in number but of large capacity some are subsidized
by their respective Goovernments. The Russian ships belong to the so-
called Volunteer fleet and pass through with Troops, Prisoners, free Emi-
orants, and Stores. The British ships vary very much in size thereby
reducing their average capacity, and the sa.me'n:m.y he said of German
ships.

22, Theve is a decrease in tonnage under the following flags: Ame-
rican 51,783 tons, Austrian 17,093 tons, French 12,852 tons, and an in-
crease under the British flag of 62,141 tons, Norwegian 28,984 tous.
Under other flags the inerease or decrease is too unimportant for special
notice,

23. Of the Countries with which this trade is conducted: In British
vessels there is an increase with British Columbia of 12,446 tons, Java and
adjacent Islands 18,783 tons, Macao 38,710 tons, Hainan 9,532 tons and
Siam 22,863 tons; there is a decrease of 26,068 tons with Coast of China
and Formosa, and of 20,937 tons to Cochin-China.

¢ y { 24, In Foreign bottoms there is an increase with Coast of China and
o

rmosa of 10,934 tons, India and Singapore, &c. 16,003 tons, Japan

%
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75,851 tons, Hainan 10,058 tons, Russia in_Asia 16,065 tons and Siam :I: y INCREASI
35,254 tons; the decrease is with Australia 20,644 tons, Cochin-China - E :
. 56,570 tons, Europe 19,728 tons, Great Britain 19,561 tons, Macao 24,988 3 ' 3 e Apurys. CHILDREN.
tons and the United States of America 10,447 tons. e Fe_male.‘ i .
WS + . Y Straits Settlements, c.c.ovveeioiiis o] o 3] l 1,276 206 | 129
95. The trade in Junks from the Coast of China and Formosa show: B Tatitioon, 4.0 e Bl T 1 i o e .
an increase of 691 vessels measuring 62,875 tons, but the trade from Macao ' '
5 I : _ in this class of vessel shows a decrease of 141 vessels and 21,820 tons. Australian Coloniesveevesivcsoen 3299 2 i
There is also a decrease of 620 vessels and 16,603 tons in the carrying Honolulu, wveeiiniiiiiiiiiiinn 921 31 31 13
trade between Victoria and the Villages in the Island and 'Ya,u-ﬁna-ti. : . British Colfrm‘bia_, ............. it 111 3
. d L i ot i W o 1.
- 26. OF these vessels there are 42 licensed to carry passeuge;s, 43 pri- ‘ y Munritius, ’ 34 - y o
; Ry , vate boats, 10 Local Government boats and 7 belonging to the War De- T _ s
5 _. % partment. These boats add much to the active appearance of the Harbour, s o B e o 4 i = £
and on one oceasion, under the following circumstances, gave a practical | i ; ' ¢
: illustration of their usefulness beyond their ordiqa.ry employment. The - DECREASE, >
Pacific Mail Steam.ship Company S.8. City of Peking (8,129 tons), while ' .
passing through Ithe shipping on her way to her buoy, collided with the 1+ 8 Wi it _ : Apurts. * CHILDREN.
Messageries Maritimes S.8. Saghalien (2,444 tons) striking her on her { & o
broadside damaging her below the water line. A large number of launches | Male. | Female, | Male. | Female.
voluntarily seized hold of the latter ship and towed her until she grounded ; Haikons s REndminl 1 e 50 5 : ’
in shallow water off the Cosmopolitan Docks, probably saving the vessel T o1 =
from sinking in 8 or 9 fathoms of water. ' s !
Mauritins, ....... S e SO 00 | 2 o 9 by
The licensed launches are gradually driving the small Junks out of o : i
the carrying trade with the Villages. ' A A S TR TR T 1
EMIGRATION. DECTERIE, - - e nnesrarsmnernnn 276 3 11 3
27. OF the whole number of Emigrants leaving in 1887 (82,897) there Increase, «oooerennenn. v 16,677 | 1,583 311 147 '
is an increase on the previous year of 16,401 Male adults, 1,530 Female
adults, 300 Male children and 144 Female children, this increase being L ¥ locremte onenns |
. T

divided as follows:— Total Increase,.evessen.n.

4
.,

¥

L
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98, With so extensive an Emigration, it is scarcely possible to prevent
abuses, but it is satisfactory to know that they are ina very small proportion.

99. Women and children under 12 years of age have to provide two
photographs each, one is kept on record at this Office, and the other re-
mains in the possession of the Emigrant, so that on arrival at their desti-
nation there can be no question as to their identity, should, after the
vessel has sailed, any one appear at this Office and complain that 2 relative

has been improperly taken away. With male adults it is more difficult 1>

deal, and they are a good deal left to their own resources. They are a.l
however questioned as to their desire to leave the Colony, and if their
replies are in the affirmative there can be no reason why they should not
exercise their rights and proceed on their voyage. If any emigrants leave
here against their will it is entirely due to themselves for not stating the
truth when questioned at the Harbour Office inthe first place, and again
when questioned and medically examined on board the ship by which they
are to proceed.
REGISTRY OF SHIPPING.
30. Four vessels were registered during the year,and nine Certificates
of Registry were cancelled.
Magine Magrstrate’'s CouRT.
31. Ninety cases were heard in the Marine Magistrate’s Court during
the year, h
EXAMINATIONS FOR THE Posrs oF MasTers, MarTES AND ENGINEERS,
uxpER SEcrion 15 o ORDINANCE No. 8 or 1879.

39, The following Table will show the number of Candidates who
passed, and who failed in obtaining Certificates of Competency:—

e

i S TR e e

PAssED. FAILED.

(GRADE.

L

teasraravaaeres 22

Thaisess e sesyLee vapEanEe

MAasters, . oesvees

.q.‘f.

3

First Mates, . ooceseesncnssannnenereeies e RS 10
Only Mates, e R T e O AL
oot MILEED, vissinsanasyssssutaprnessastisnissensinstats 3

‘ 35
First Class Engineers, . coo.cossrecercrncnessssnnacsreerss 14
Seocond Class Engineers, «cesvsesrveaesceranunnnanarersases : 13

\ 27
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Mariye Courrs, UNDER Suerion 13 or Orpinance No. 8 or 1879
33, The following Courts have been held during the year:—

1. On the 30th June, 1887.—Inquiry as to the loss of the British
Steam-ship Benledi, Official No. 65,767 of Leith, on the
«Boat Rocks” to the South West of the Lammocks Tsland
Lighthouse, on the 18th June, 1887. The Master’s (James
Lawson Rippocu) Certificate of Competency was returned
to him). 14 this ciso the Hatbour Master (Président of the
Court) disagreed with the Finding, and under Sub-section
5, Section 18, Ordinance 8 of 1879, reported to the Governor

‘ his reason for dissent therefrom,

2. On the 22nd November, 1887.—Inquiry as to the burning and

loss of the British Steam-ship Wak Yeung, Official No.

88,834 of Hongkong, near Chuen Pee Point, in the Canton

I?iver, on the 15th November, 1887, resulting in great loss of
life. The Master's (Joumannes H. A, Wrrr) Certificate of
Competency was suspended for three months. &

3. On the 28th November, 1887.—Inquiry as to the loss of the
British Steam-ship Killarney, Official No. 65,876 of Dublin
which was run down and sunk by the British Stea,m-.shili
C’msad:er, Official No. 63,856 of Glasgow, in Tloilo Bay, Phi-
lippine Islands, on the 14th November, 1887. The B;ast-ér
of the Killurney's (James O’Nuirn) Certificate of Compe-
tency was returned to him.

4. On the 22nd December, 1887.—Inquiry as to the loss of the
British Steam-ship Lorne, Official No. 62,297 of Teith, on
the East Coast of Hainan, on the 8rd December, 1'5’387
resulting in loss of life. The only surviving Officers so fa.:-
as can be ascertained being the Second Mate and the Third
Engineer. No blame was attached to the Master (Winrianm
Hux~rER) or any of the Officers.

SEAMEN,

34, 9,458 Seamen were shipped at the Shipping Office during the year
and 1‘0,3?8 discharged, this discrepancy is owing to Consuls Zrepresejtiun,‘
forveign flags not applying as hitherto for permits to.s}:ip Sea,inen c:l °
board their respective vessels, consequently no record of such shipping

~ .an now be kept.

b
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MArINE SURVEYOR'S SUB-DEPARTMENT.

35, Lappend a return of the work performed hy the Slirveyérss i
Mr. Brewer's first appointment.

2 : I have the honour to be,
Sir, 5
Your most obedient Servant,
H. ¢. Tuomserr, R.N.,
Harbour Master, &c.
The Honourable F. SteEWwART, LL.D., a

Colonial Secretary,

&e., de.,
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