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Lessons In Finance

Mizuho Corporate Bank opens students’ eyes to the intricacies of the financial sector
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« uccess in the classroom is the
springboard to success in the
real world,” my old teacher

would often say, but exactly but what

does the real world mean for Hong Kong
students?

Twenty-three fifth form students

from St. Stephen’s Girls’ Col-

lege found the answer to that and other
questions during their visit at Mizuho
Corporate Bank on January 17, as part
of the Business-Schools Partnership
Programme, organized by the Chamber.

“I have never seen anything like this
before,” student Crystal Kwan exclaimed
after viewing the dealing room. “Plac-

By Eric Chan

ing the transactions seems so easy and
the amount of money involved is heart
stopping!”

Mizuho Corporate Bank is a major
player in financial markets worldwide.
This year is the fourth consecutive
year that the bank has participated in
the Business School Partnership Pro-

The Bulletin spoke with four students participating in the BSP to see what they got out of the programme
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Beyond theory
oooo

Sally Tam

“The Business-School
Partnership Programme
gave us a chance to obtain
useful knowledge outside of
the classroom. I found the
concept of growing money
with money fascinating, and
I hope to learn more about
that in the future.”
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Case studies
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Crystal Kwan

“Some of the project finance
related concepts presented
during the executive talk
were confusing for our
current education level, so
it would have been nice to
perhaps see a few examples
and case studies to illustrate
complex subjects.”
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Job interview
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Queenie Wong

“I think the greatest
challenge for me when I
start work will be my lack
of interview experience,
but practical workshops
like this will help boost my
confidence levels.”
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Communication skills
o000

Lillian Tsang

“In addition to performing
well at school, as students,
we also need to polish

our analytical as well as
communication skills in
order to succeed in the real
world”
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gramme to give Hong Kong students a
rare insight into the cogs of the financial
sector.

Shinji Taniguchi, General Manager, of
the bank, explained to students the con-
cept of project finance, the bank’s opera-
tions as well as corporate culture, while
Maggie Cheung, Joint General Manager,
concluded the executive sharing session
with some valuable advice. She encour-
aged students to be proactive and always
ask questions to satisfy their curiosity
and hunger for knowledge. “Those who
have the aptitude to question will grow
and learn faster than those who don’t,”
she said.

After learning more about the bank
from Betty Chung, Senior Manager,
Credit Department, East Asia Division
of Mizuho Corporate Bank, students
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were given a guided tour of the bank’s
office. They were mesmerized by the
dealing room as they were given detailed
demonstrations on how dealers trade.

“We never learned anything about
the banking industry in school, so the
visit gave us a clearer idea of the indus-
try before we step out in the real world,”
said student Queenie Wong. “I will
definitely take part any other Business-
School Partnership activates in future if
I get the chance.”

After seeing the daily operations of the
bank in action, students rounded off the
day with candid discussions with young
officers working at the bank, and how
they felt about their career in finance.
The visit was the first of three activities
planned to give students first-hand expe-
rience of life in the corporate world. ¥&
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