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COMMITTEE, 1901,
( Elected 11¢th March.)

—_—

Sir THOMAS JACKSON. Kut.. Chairman.

Mz. C. 8. SHARP. Vice-Chairman. Mz. . L. RICHARDSON.
MR. A. HAUPT. Mnr. H. A. RITCHIE.
iloN, J. J. KESWICK. Mr. N. A. SIEBS.

MR, W. POATE, Mr. H. E. TOMEKINR.

Me. R ¢ WILCOX, Sceretary.:

ARBITRATION GOMMITTEE, 1901.

MR. A. HAUPT. | Mz. N. A. SIEBS.
MR. W. POATIL, AMR. H. E. TOMKIN=.
MR. R. T.. RICHARDSON.

CORRESPONDING COMMITTEE, 1901,

SIR THOMAS JACKSON. l Mg. L. A. RITCHIE.
Hox. J. J. KESWICK. Mz, C. 8. SHARP.

LIST OF MEMBERS, 1901.

MEssrs5. ARNHOLD, KARBERG & Co. Messrs, KRUsE & Co.
.. W. S. BAILEY & Co. o LAI HING HONG

7 BANKER & Co. . DOUGLAS LAPRAIK & Co.

o BENJAMIN, KBELLY & POTTS. | MR. G. I LAMMERT.

X F. BLACKHEAD & (0. | MR. L. A. LEVY, (absent.)

- BRADLEY & Co. Messrs, LANE. CRAWEFORD & Co.
Mk. P. BREWIT'T. i LAUTS, WEGENER & Co.
MEsSRS, BUTTERFIELD & SWIRIE. P. LEMAIRE & Co.

MR. B, BYRAMJLEI. = LINSTEAD & BDAVIS.
MEssrs, CALDBECK, MACGREGOR & W. R. LOXLEY & Co.
Co. LUTGENS, EINSTMANN & Co.

A CARLOWITYZ & (Co. & McEWEN. FRICKEL & Co.

i CAWASJEE, PALAXJEE & Co. ¥ McGREGOR BROTHERS &
HonN. . P. CHATER, ¢.M.G. MR. A. 1. MARTY. [gow,
Mz. W. DANBY. Messks, MELCHERS & Co.

MEssrs. 8. J. DAVID & Co. 5 MEYER & Co.
4 DV ACON & HASTINGS. 2 WAL MEYERINK & Co.
DISNNYS & BOWLEY. AMR. J. R. MICHAEL.

& DODWELI: & Co., Lw. Mrsses, MING KEE HON(G.

Mg. C. EWENS. . N. MODY & Co.

Mr. J. J. FRANCIS, r.c. AR, H. N. MODY.

MEessrs. GIBB. LIVINGSTON & (a. Br. J. \W. NOELL.
GILMAN & Co. Mpisses. E. PARANEY & Co.

& GROSSMANN & Ca. 5 H. PRICE & Ce.

MR. D. HASKELL. .. PUNCHARD. LOWTHER & Co.
MEssRS, HOLLIDAY. WIRE & (o. ¥ RADECKER & Co.
MRr, HO FOOK. Mr. E. C. RAY.
MR, HO TUNG. MEessrs. REISS & Co.
MEssrs, HOTZ s'JACOD & (o. Mr. A. H. BENNIE,
5 HUGHES & HOUGII. Messks. REUTER, BR@CKELMANN &
= J. D. HUMPHREYR & SONXN. (Cley
W. G. HUMPHREYS & Co. Mr. EDWARD ROBINSON.
J. B. HUTCHISON & Co. Messes. SANDER, WIELER & Co.
JARDINE, MATHESON & (Co. = DAVID SASSOON, RONS & Co.
JEBSEN & Co. 7 E. D. SASSOON & €o.
o JOHNSON, STOKES & MASTER. . W SHEWAN, TOMES & Co.
Dr. JORDAN. ! i SIEMSSEN & Co.

MEssrs, JOSEPIT & Co. l 4 H. RKOTT & Co.
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i LIST OF MEMBERS — Continued
| I : ‘ OFFICERS OF THE HONGKONG GENERAL CHAMBER OF COMMERGE.
, T3
[t i Mgussrs. SMITH, BELL & Co. MESSES. VI . SMY" From date of Formation in 1861 to 1901,
- RNON & SMY'TH.
L | : (3'1;0 R. STEVENS x (0. . WENDT & Co. ;
i " 1D'\§ ART BROS. . HARRY WICKING & Co. Year, Chairman., Vice- Chairman. Secretary.
i : ME. A. G. STOKES. MR, R. C. WILCOX. = i o
| L g%}rwﬁ}ﬁ‘hcf - Messke. WY SING HONG. 1861 Alexander Percival ......] W. Walkinshaw .. ... .J. Johnson,
| | 2 e ERGO? 1862 James Macandrew ......[ C. W.Muwuray = J. C. Baldwin.
ik | 1863 J. J. Mackenzie ...... DRUINAGCTE .St ] TIPNEE oy J. C. Baldwin.
; | PUBLIC COMPANIES. 1864 | M. B. Gibb .| H. B Lemann... J. C. Baldwin.
§ 1865 | H.B.lemann .. H. B. Gibb J. C. Baldwin.
: . THE BANK OF CHINA AND JAPAN, LIMITED. S W 2000 o
. LE BANQUE DE LINDO-CHINE. 1868 | P. Ryric.......... G.J. Helland ............ J. W. Wood.
: | THE CANADIAN PACIFIC RAILWAY COMPANY. 1869 | W.J. Bryans G.J. Helland ... ...... J. W. Wood.
* | THE CANTOXN INSURANCE OFFICE, LIMITED. igz? ;V RL{cg;vwk {I;lg;ﬁi;nl i 583 I{gmmi
| THE CHARTERED BANK OF INDIA, AUSTRALIA & CHINA. 1872 | P nﬁef:ff Tttt S et o 0 g Reng Azt ing:
:I‘HE CHINA FIRE INSURANCE COMPANY, LIMITED. 1873 P. Ryuie.. 10 AN e o e A. Noel Blakeman,
} TBE CHINA MERCHANTS' STEAM NAVIGATION COMPANY. 1874 P. Ryrie.. .| James Greig... .| A. Noel I;;lakcmzm.
: THE CHINA SUGAR REFINING COMPANY, LIMITED. L o SR e ek o v B Ak
tt THE CHINA TRADERS' INSURANCE COMPANY, LIMITED. o, IBI e e I H Xelion '_ pia b
| THE DEUTSCHE ASIATISCHE BANK, 1878 | W. Keswick .... H. L. Dalrymplc ‘ 1. George.
! THE EAST ASIATIC TRADING €O. (OSTASIATISCHE HANDELS.GESELLS- S48 8 T FEBere -1 HERTA CleORR - L RO
| CHAFT) 1880 v\' Keswick .... [TAHER clSOh e 0 l 5. George.
| PHE GREEN ISLAND CEMENY COMPANY, LIMITES. }ggf’l : BI‘E;(‘)";I%\OH ...... S }I. Iiy“l[)i'llx\mpl(‘ e | ]ﬁ (ézgii?(f
i‘gg ggMBURG-AMHmKA LINIE. 1883 I". B. Johnson ... .......| . Ryrie J E. George.
'HE HONGEONG, CANTON & MACAO STEAM.BOAT COMPANY. LIMITED s LA Ul el Y £ Lyre IT. M. Baily.
THE HONGKONG & CHINA GAS COMPANY, LINITED. ' o li*y‘;f;‘“c“ i 02T St BB e L’;ﬁ{
,I:HE HONGEONG FIRE INSURANCE COMPANY, LIMITED. 1887 P: Ryrie..... A. P. MacEwen H. U.. Jeﬁr'ic;s:.
I'HE HONGEONG & KOWLOON WHARF & GODOWN COMPANY, LIMITE 1888 | P RYIiC...ccouvrerererennn, J. Bell Irvin H. U. Jeftrics.
LIMITED. y g
THE HONGEONG LAND INVESTMENT & AGENCY COMPANY, LIMITED s [ Treftyic,. R B dienperpih.
\ - Hot o0 | K. U1 A P MacEwen ... N son.
$§Ig EI;IO’\\;GRONG ROPE MANUFACTURING COMPANY, LIMITED. o MERILE ool i MG T sy
ONGEONG & SHANGHAL BANKING CORPORATION, 1892 | L. Mackintosh ...........i J.J. Keswick . Adam Lind, Acting.
THE HONGEONG & WHAMPOA DOCE COMPANY, LIMITED. 1893 | J.J. Keswick A G.Wood ... - J. Henderson.
THE IMPERIAL BANK OF CHINA. 4 1894 RIS wigk . ] I I5. Mackintosh F. Henderson.
TILE 1895 . G. Wood ... . McConachi F, Henderson.
igg ?}Iggg:gé'gln BEHEL QP INDIR, DIAITED. 1836 i (A\}lc(."(?r?;lchie. %e:bzss N R G Wit
i DES MESSAGERIES MARITIMEX. 1897 R. M. Gray ... Herbert Smith ............ R. C. Wilcos.
THE MITSUI BUSSAN KAISHA. 1898 TN, JIC ARy | ftodrrbct Herbert Smith ... L. C. Wilcos.
| THE NATIONAL BANK OF CHINA, LIMITED. ggg ﬁ 3:% gxay e A T.\i(I:gona.clll\ie g. E} :ttillcox.
1 n TR\ TAY  ceececiiacee L0k GRIV] G e o ., U, W1lcoxX.
3 b HULIEG N ey KAISH'}' 1901 Sip Thomas Jackson 155 SEB AT S S EIOR R. €. Wileox.
THE PENINSULAR & ORIENTAT STEAM NAVIGATION COMPANT.

| THE SHELL TRANSPORT AND TRADING COMPANY.
THE SPERRY FLOUR COMPANY OF SAN FRANCISCO.
THE STANDARD OIL COMPANY OF NEW YORK.

GHAMBERS REPRESENTATIVES IN LEGISLATIVE GOUNGIL,

THE UNION INSURANCE SOCIETY OF CANTON, LIMITED. L?Z;i;ig Name of Representative. Jlow Elected.
| THE YOKOHAMA SPECIE BANK, LIMITED. i : . . =

e PACIFIC MAIL STRAMSHIP COMPANY. 1884 | Thomas Jack Elected 2 .

T - - » #2 astJacksons il i vt s ected 2nd January.

THI AGENCY %ggén;:{ml‘:g: .]SEAOI&I[I;NPAL STEAMSHIP COMPANY. %229 | .ﬁexanger ;)’allmer Q%ucﬁwen %{ccte(} 2I7thhApri1, M]l;. Jackson ton leave.

: e 887 Alexander Palmer MacEwen ...| Elected 17th September, on retirement: of

) D:&'c:’IDRN EXTENSION, AUSTRALASIA & CHINA TELEGRAPH COMPANY, In, | Mr. Jackson.
I} WATKINS COMPANY. LIMITED. 1888 ' Bendyshe Layton .................. ! Tlected 22ud ) May, Mr. MacEwen on leave.
i 1890 | Thomas Henderson Whiteheadl .| Elected 18th September, on resignation of
‘ . Mr. MacEwen.
, 1294 | Alexander McConachie ..........| Elected 9th June, Mr. Whitehead on leave.
| S WO P ;096 | Thomas Henderson Whitehead .| Re-clected 19th September, on expiry of term.
| 414001 Herberts Smith = ..........c..c.00. ..| Elected 30th April, Mr Whitehead on leave.
f - 1900 | John Thurbiry ] Tilected 18th June. ou resignation of
: | Mr., H. Smith.




RULES AND REGULATIONS.

s

I. That the Society be stvled Tinr HoxgroNG GENERAL CHAMBER
oF COMMERCE.

IT. That the object of the Chamber shall be to watech over and protect
the general interests of Commerce, to collect information on all matters of.
interest to the Mercantile Community, and to use every means within its
power for the removal of evils, the redress of grievances, and the promotion
of the common good ; to communicate with Authorities and others thereupon ;
to form @ code of practice, whereby the transaction of business may be
simplified aud facilitated; to reccive referenccs, and to arbitrate between
disputants—the decisions in such reference to be recorded for future gnidance.

ITI. That all Mercantile Firms and persous engaged or interested in the
‘Trade of China shall be eligible for admission as Members i the manner
hereafter described, and on payment of $50 for Firms, and $15 for single
individuals for the current year, and a like Annual Subseription, pavable in
advance on Ist January.

IV. That candidates for admission proposed by one Member and seconded
by another shall be elected at the yearly Meeting by a majority of votes of
the Members then present, or in the interval, by the Comnittee, subject to
confirmation at the next ensuing General Mceting. %

V. That voting by Proxy, or by Members whose Snbscriptions are in
arrear, be not allowed, and that not more than one Member of the same Firm
be allowed to vote on the same oreasion.

VI. That in the absence from the Colony of all the Partners in a Firm.
their Representative by Power of Attorney shall be entitled to vote.

VII. That any Member may ble expelled from the Chamber on the
proposition of the Committee communicated to all the Members, and consi-
dered at a General Mecting, provided that not fewer than two-thirds of those
present vote for the expulsion.

VIII. That any number of Members not less than 10 shall be Leld to
constitute a General Meeting called in conformity with the rules of the
Chamber, whether yearly or special.

IX. That the Business and Fuuds of the Chamber be managed by a
Committee of Nine Members, consisting of Chairman, Vice-Chairman and
Seven Members, to be elected annually, at the vearly General Meeting of
the Chamber. Four to form a guorum, and the Chairman in case of equality
to have the casting vote in addition to his own.

X. That the Committee shall meet at least once a month, on such day
as may be fixed for the transaction of business, and at other times when
summoned by the Chairman, or in his absence by the Vice-Chairman. The
proceedings to be laid on the table for the inspection of Members, subject to
such regnlations as the Committee may deem expedient. In cases of the
non-attendance of the Chairman or Vice~-Chairman, a Chairman to be chosen
by the Members present.

(9)

XI. That in case of a vacancy in the Committee, it shall be filled up
pro tempore by the Committce until the next General Meeting ; and that
they have the power to appoint a Sub-Committee from their own number for
any purpose whatever.

XII. That a paid Secretary be elected by the Committee, such election
to be subject to confirmation at the next ensuing General Meeting.

XI1I. That the Annual General Meeting of the Chamber shall be.held
in the month of February (or as soon thereafter as may be found con.vement)
of each year; and that Special Meetings shall be c_a!led by the thrman, or
iu his absence by the Vice-Chairman, on the requisition of any Flvfs Members
of the Chamber, to be held within ten days subsequent to the receipt of such
requisition.

XIV. That all important questions affecting the Trade of the l?ort, and
its Political or Commercial relations with the Empire of China 01'.w1th other
States, may be discussed at the Ycarly General Meetipg or Special General
Meeting for thag purpose convened, in the manner provided for by Rule XIIT.

XV. That the Committee be empowered to frame By-laws, which shall
at once come into force, but must be presented for confirmation at the next
ensning General Meeting of the Chamber; and being so confirmed, shall be
equally binding with these Rules upon all Members.

XVI That the Funds of the Chamber shall be paid into one of the
Banks under an account to be opened by the Committee, and that all Cheques
shall be signed by the Secretary to the Chamber, countersigned by the
Chairman or Vice-Chairman, or in their absence by one of the C-ommllttee;
that all disbursements shall be sanctioned by the Committee at their ordinary
Mectings, and that an account shall be audited by two Members of tho
Chamber and laid before the yearly General Meeting.

XVII. That a yearly Report of the proceedings be prepared, and, after
being approved at a General Meeting, printed and circulated.

XVIIL That the above Rules be ad led to or altered only by a majority
of the Members of the Chamber present at a General Meeting, ten days’
notice having been given of the proposed alteration.

XIX. That the foregoing Rules be printed, and an al.lthentica,ted copy,
subseribed by each Member on admission, be kept as part of the records of tho
Chamber.

BY-LAWS.

——p——

I. The Office shall be open daily from Noon to'l o'clock P, when
the Secretary shall be in attendance, and ready to communicate with any
Member requiring information or access to the Records of the Chamber.
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IT. The Secretary shall attend all Meetings (including those of the
Arbitration Committee, if required), keep a journal of all proceedings, take
charge of all documents, keep the accounts of the Chamber, collect Statistics,
prepare Statements of Trade, conduct and keep copies of correspondence, and
attend to such other duties as may be required by the Committee.

I11. All Communications shall be received and answered through the
Chairman, Vice-Chairman, or Secretary.

IV. No documents belonging to the Chamber shall be removed during
Office hours, nor shall any minute of its proceedings be made public without
an order of the Committee.

V. Notice of any proposition or business to be laid before the yearly
General Meeting, or any Special Meeting, shall be given to the Secretary at
least forty-eight hours before the Meeting, who, in the circular calling such
Meeting, will state the bnsiness or proposition, and by whom to be brought
forward.

VI. The means to provide a suitable Establishment, and to defray ex-
penses in addition to the Subscriptions fixed by Rule 3, shall be raised in the
following manner :—By the sale of Statements of Trade, by fees on Arbitra-
tion and References, by foss for certificd copies of the Records and other
Documents in the Archives of the Chamber, and by voluntary gifts and con-
tributions either in money, maps, books, or anything which may be usefvl to
the Institution.

VII. The Committee shall appoint every year five from their number,
three of whom in regnlar succession shall he the Acting Committee, to decide
on all cases submitted to the Arbitration of the Chamber, whose functions
shall continue so long 2s any business brought before them during their period
of service is undecided.

VIII. The Members of the Arbitration Committee shall be entitled to a
Fee of not less than $5, and not more than $20 each, and the Chamber to a
Fee (in addition) of not less than $10, and not more than $100, on every case
submitted to the arbitration of the Chamber. The amount to be regulated by
the Arbitration Commiitee, according to the importance of the case and the
time occupied therein, subject to an appeal to the General Committee, whose
decision on the amount shall be final.

IX. The Disputants in an Arbitration case shall be held to guarantee
the fees jointly and severally to the Chamber.

X. The Arbitration Committee shall appoint its own Chairman and
confine its functions to cascs when its intervention or advice is requested, and
on no occasion shall it procced with any case unless all the parties subscribe
a Bond making the award a Rule of the Supreme Court. Printed forms of
such Bonds legally prepared, shall be kept for the information of Members
who may have occasion to resort to the Chamber for Arbitration: and the
Committee shall not arbitrate upon, nor take any cognizance of, any dispute
whatever, unless one of the parties interested therein be a Member of the
Chamber.

XI. That in the event of any question as to the construction or applica-
tion of these By-laws, the General Committee shall have power to decide
the same, submitting the matter to the next General Meeting of the Chamber
for its final decision.

(11)
SCALE OF COMMISSIONS AND BROKERAGES

adopted by the Hongkong General Chamber of Commerce,
at the half-yearly Meeting held on April 30th, 1872.

COMMISSIONS.

Purchasing or selling Tea, Raw Silk, and Cotton, ............ 3 per cent.
b any of above, if as returns for Goods sold,......... 2% -
Y, @7 =Rz (a6 6000000 coan00 060000000 RG 000004 2 5

D or selling all other Goods and Produce, Ships }

and Real Estate,....eecco0etiaiaeceioniansans o2
4 and selling Shares or Stocks,eicieieiieieneiineaanans 1 1
Inspecting Tea or Silk, 00 I06E000000IE00A00600RABBNC THCOA00ECE00G 1 L
Gruaranteeing Sales, «.coccivniiiiiciiiiiiaciniiinciiniineaienn2s
S Remitiances )R te st Jos. it st e 1 .
Drawing or endorsing Bills of E\change, doa00 o Eabaaacl | 1

p or neootlatnw Bills of Exchange wnthout recourse,. T
Purchasing or realising Ballion or Bills of Exchange, ....... % 5
Remitting the Proceeds of Bullion or Bills of Exchange, ... § ,
Paying and receiving Money in Current Account, ............ 1 "

»»  Ship’s Disbursements, .....ccoeeeeeriinieieieneeincnnanen. 21 -
@ollectingsFreight; ..o sl it .. .00 R e, . Qa0 A
Obtaining Freight or Charter, ...coccue0et gomionn oo 8 I

5 and collectmg same Frelght .6 &

Ad)ustmg Insurance Claims on Amount Recovered,.....ceu,...2% -
Effecting Insurance, on the Insured Amount, «ccoveeenrnennnsns % "
Prosecuting or defending successfully Claims, eitherat Law

@7 (7 AV IRAW I Baoent -cetho00ant0aBnenI0Basaa0 JaniBonond g
Prosecuting or defending unsuccessfully, «...ccccvvueennnnennen. 2% ,,
Managing Estates and collecting Rents,.......ccceununineianen. 5 @
Transhipping and forwarding Jewellery, and Bullion,......... 1 -
Forwarding or transhipping Cargo,........c..coicuuee 0EOE0BBbooh 1k
Transhipping or forwarding Opium, .....ccccecuuven. 0655000000000 $2 per chest
Goods withdrawn or re-shipped ................... e e % Commission.
Granting Letters of Credit, 0050600690 1 per cent.
For doing ship’s business When no lnward or outward Com- { 20 cents per

TR ) GRTBES b onannon000000000000 000 00000000065 00G00Ga0 J Register ton.

The conversion into Hongkong currency of sterling freight inward to Hong-
kong, payable in Hongkong, shall, unless otherwise stipulated, be made
at the rate for Bank Bills on London payable on demand; and the rate
ruling at the close of a mail shall be the rate applicable to such purpose
during the subsegquent week.

BROKERAGES.
Bills and Bullion... gk Boao 5000 050 ﬂ per cent. Payable by Seller.
Produce and General Merchandlse, ......... 5 5 a
BTEPANIMNE] . .o . eiecoeeatsnensersnaonnirannssce 1 - o T
For negotiating and completmg Charters | ;
and procuring Freight,....cceovuuvenenee ! 2 2 prashins
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TARIFF OF BROKERAGES

To be clarged to Buyer and Seller,

ADOPTED BY
THE STOCKBROKERS' ASSOCIATION OF HONGKONG,
20th Januvary, 1901.

Bangs—
China & Japan, Ltd.,ordinary... 25c.
Do. deferred bl 00
Hongkong & Shanghai......... . 50c.
National Bank of China, Ltd.... 50c.
Do. Founders’...$1.00

LoanNs & DEBENTURES—
Chinese Loan 86 E. ............ 1
H.K. & Kowloon Wharf 5} o/,
H.K. High-Level Tramways . . L 39,
Humphreys Estates ............ |
China Provident L. & M. Co. }

INSURANCES—
CANTONIE s g et - - SRR 8. 50 Y
GIANAPIIIG o ye bessearvesuss’s o sehime IHO0C,

China Traders’ ......cc.cconuenene. 50c.
Hongkong' Fide..........cc.cecuee.. $1.00
INCTE I e e e s e $1.00
Straits Maxine ....ceeoeeeiveeenees 26c.
o | 1o Food g CrodioonG 50c.
VRO | o iatog bt o 50c.

Lanp & BuiLsine—
H.K. Land Investment ......... 50c.

Kowloon Land Investment...... 25¢.
Humphreys’ Estate ... ........... 15c.
West Point Building ............ 50c.

STEANSEIP COMPANIES—

China Mutuals . 50c.
China & Manila 50¢.
Douglas 8.S. Co. ... 50c.

Hongkong, Canton, & "Macao... 25c.

Indo-Chma. S. Navigation ...... 50c.

Star Ferry......... e e I 10c.

Shell T2ransports veseeeeneeerennen $5.00
MINING—

@OneenpMinest. ., n L e 16c¥

| MiNING—
Charbonnages ........ ey bl 251’ Y
Jelebu .........
L1V T L o e o e e ale 100.

Punjom ordinary ........e. .c.ce. 106
Do. preference .........cceee. 5.

RaubsMeit e e ol s 20¢
MISCELLANEOUS—
Amoy Dock Co., Ltd. ............ 15¢.
Bell’s Asbestos ........ e e Ta e K 16¢.
Campbell, Moore & Co. ......... 10c.
Carmichael & Co., Ltd. ......... 25¢.
GhinadBornegme st i o vl 2 IOt
China Providents .c.....ccvueer ... 15c.
China Sugar ....ecveeeseeenrenenne « 50c.
10N g7 ] V). £ phprmt o eadongo- 10c.
Ewo Cotton Mills............ S T D UC)
Fenwick & Co., Geo. ............ 25c.
Green Island Cement . w........ 25¢.
Hongkong &  hina Bakery ... 50c.
Honokona’ & China Gas .. 50c.
H’konGCottonSpt7 Ww. &D "Co. 50c.
Hongkong Electric ..... T 10¢.
Hongkong 20343} s goauosandin 50c.
Hongkong H.-L. Tramways ... 50c.
HangkongRlcelin: e, st res ore 50c.
Honfrkona’ & K. Wharf & G.... 50c.
Honakona IE rocsmancnoooon “sapalc,
Honokono & W’poa. Dock ..... 50c.

International Cotton Mills...... 50c.
Laou Kung Mow Cotton Mills... 50e.
Luzon Suo'a.r ....................... 50c.
Soy Chee Cotton Spmnmrr Co. §2.50
United Asbestos Oriental Agency. 10Qc.
Wanchai Warehouse & Storaue 50c.

Watkins, Limited ....... Aol 15¢.
Watson & Co., A. S. ..coeneee.es 15-.

Yah Loong Cotton Spinning Co. 50c.

All Stocks, Market Value $1 and under, as follows:—
81 and not under 50 cents......... oo 10 cents per Share.
under 50 cents but notunder 25 cents...... 5 cents per Share.

under 25 cents ......... ..

........................ % cents per Share.

N.B.~O0n all stocks, on which the brokerage is fixed at 50 cents per shaxc by the above list, und the
market value of which falls below &2U per share, the brokerage will be 25 cents per sharey
below £10 pei share, the brokerege whl be 15 cents per shaves and if the stock drops
uncler $5 per share, only 10 ceuts per share brokerage will be charged.

On all stocks, on which the brokerage is fixed at 25 eents per gltare by the above list, and the
market valne of which falls below &10 per share the brokerage will be 16 cents per
share; and if the stock falls below $5 pex share, the brekerage will be 10 cents per share

only.

* ]fthe price reaches $13 per share, the Brokerage will be 10 cents per share.
¢ If 3600 and over, the Brokerage will be 2.50 per sliarc,

A

MINUTES of the Yewly General Meeting of the HoNaKONG
GENERAL CHAMBER oF CoMMURCE, held on Monday, the
11th March, 1901, at 3 p.m., fur the purpose of receiving
the Report ef the Committee and passing the Secretary’s
Accounts jor the year ending the 31st Becember, 1900.

Present:

Hon. R. M. Gray (Chairman), Houn, J. J. Keswick (Vice-
Chairman), Mr. A. HavpT, Sir THoMAS JacksoN, Knt., Messrs. D. R, Law,
R. L. Ricuarpson, N. A. Siess, C. S. Suarp, (Committee), Hon. J.
THURBURN (ex officio member of Committee), R. C. WiLcox (Secretary),
F. MaiTLaNp, HeNry BicgETT, A. FIiXKE, G. H. MEDHURST, A. MEURER,
D. M. Mosks, G. W. F. PLayrair, H. M. MxaTA, GEo. L. TonLIN, J. C.
BERGANDARL, R. SHEWAN, A. J. RavyoNDp, G. pDE CHAMPEAUX, J. A.
Mackay, L. BERINDOAGUE, MURrAY STEWART, A. SHELTON HOOPER,
Ep. RoBinsown, E. W. RurTer, and T. F. Houeu.

The SecrETARY having read the otice convening the mecting,

The CHAIRMAN said—DBefore proceeding to business I will first, with
your permission, coufirm the minutes of the last anuual meeting and the
special meeting of the same day, and also of the special general meeting of
18th June last.

This was accordingly dove.

The CeamMan then said—Gentlemen : Conformably with our usual
custom, I propose, with your permission, to take the Committee’s Report
and Secretary’s Accounts for the year 1900 as read. Before procceding to
remark upon the business matters which have occupied the attention of the
Chamber during that year, I must dwell for a momeut on the loss which has
been sustained not only by the whole British nation, but also by zll those
whose interests arce in any way bound up with Great Britain, in the death of

" our beloved Quean, whose influence for good has boen a blessing to the nation

for 64 years. We have mourned her loss most sincerely and, feeling confident
that they were giving expression to thc uunspoken wish of the whole
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commercial community, your Committee made the suggestion to the Govern-
ment tyat the day fixed for Her Majesty’s funeral should be observed as o
day of general mourning, all public offices being closed, and business
suspended. This was adopted and the complete suspension of business and
universal mourning fitly marked the affection and esteem in which our late

Queen was regarded by the entire population.

Our report, you will have noticed, deals with many subjects, but so far
as matters affecting the internal trade with China is concerned it is almost a
blank. The troubles in North China, which will render memoruable the
closing year of the past century iu the history of foreign relations with the
Celestial Empire, caused a practical suspension of the diplomatic intercourse
with the Chinese Government, which has fled to Hsianfu, the distant capital
of Shensi. Upon the dreadful massacres and outrages on Europeans, which
culminated in the historic siege and heroic defence of the Legations at
Peking, T need not enlarge ; the details of that anxious time are too well
known, too fresh in your recollection, to require recapitulation. Nothing
more monstrous than the attack on the Legations in Peking is recorded in
modern history. It is a matter for thankfulness that the movement against
foreigners inaugurated in the North did not spread through the central and
southern provinees, where the viceroys have displayed coolness and discretion,
and have saved the situation. But although we may congratulate ourselves
that the anti-foreign movement was confined to the northern provinces and
was not a national uprising, still the condition of the southern provinces
leaves much to be desired, and no room for doubt exists that the country in
the Canton Delta is a very hotbed of piracy and blackmailing, which, in spite
of certain fallacious reasoning to the contrary, cannot but act prejudicially npon
trade, and which it should be the object of the Canton Government to put a
stop to without further delay. It is satisfactory to reflect that the suggestion
put forward by certain Powers for the withdrawal of the Allied Troops from
Peking in August last was not carried out, and that the powers have presented
a united front in their determination to insist upon the punishment of the
guilty officials. Protracted and wearisome negotiations have now apparently
resulted in the reluctant acceptance by the Chinese Government of the terms
formulated by the Foreign Ministers, and it is understood that the Emperor
and Court intend shortly to return to Peking, where it is to be hoped

they will in future be free from the evil influence which has poisomed their

councils during recent years. When it comes to actual settlement, there is
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reason to hope that the terms will include the arrangement of all outstanding
questions, claims and grievances, the removal of illegal duties on imports, the
the abolition of injurious monopolies, and cessation from the continual
harassment of trade by squeezing mandarins. Foremost among these we
look to and must press for the abolition of fekin and the various exactions
levied on foreign goods ufter leaving the Treaty Port. What we have
specially to contend for is the imposition of one duty on landing which will
frank the goods to any portion of the interior. Another change required, and
we trust the Foreign Ministers will insist upon this, is the abolition of the
dual system of customs which has for so many years had a baneful effect upon
the riverine trade. The Imperial Maritime Customs should be entrusted
with the collection of all customs duties, and a proportion of the revenue
received, in the ratio of their individual trade, should be paid over to the
various provincial governments to compensate them for the change. All
this is a matter of arrangement, and if carried out would result in a gain to
hoth the Imperial and the Provincial Exchequers by saving a vast amount
of leakage and wastefnl collection, while it would at the same time, by
regulating the taxation on the merchandise, lead tn a large development of
trade in both imports and exports. [Applause.]

You will observe that during the year a good many subjects of local
importance have come up and have been dealt with by the Committee.
Among these may be mentioned the Amendment of the Bankruptey Ordi-
nance, which was recommended and adopted. Also the registration of the
partners in Chinese flrms, which your Committee advocated concurrently,
with the result that the Governor has appointed a committee to consider the
advisability of introducing a Bill into the legislative Counecil for the purpose.
Mr. RoBERT SHEWAN has been appointed a member of this committee, as
representative of the Chamber, and it is intended to thoroughly thresh out the
subject. There can be no doubt that the measure is required for the
prevention of fraud, and its introduction will, I trust, be greeted with
satisfaction by the bulk of the Chinese trading community. An influential
petition in favour of such registration was presented by Chinese merchants
and traders here to the Registrar-General in 1882, and the reasons for that
action obtain still. It will no doubt be one of the duties of the Committee

to ascertain the views of the Chinese on the question at the present time.

A proposal for the creation of a monopoly for the collection of ashes in

the harbour which was submitted to the Committee by the Government
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seemed to them a rather retrogade step, and caleulated to aggravate the evils
it was hoped it would abolish, and I believe that the Government have

recoguised the cogency of the arguments of the Chamber on this subject

and abandoned the idea.

An opinion was also asked by Government as to the desirability of
improving the lights at the approaches to the harbour by the substitution of
the Cape D’Aguilar for the Green Island light, and that of Green Island for
the one displayed on Cape Collinson. The Committee strongly approved
the project, but went somewhat further and suggested that both lights should
De of an occuliing or flash Jescription instead of merely fixed lights, which
have ou occasions been mistaken for ship’s lights. Tt is nnderstood that the
question has been referred home for expert opinion, but: the fact remains that
notling has yet been done, which forms another example of how a useful

mensure can be neediessly delayed.

A suggestion having been offered by Mr. MarsuaLL for the better control
of the Chinese masters and engineers of steam-launches by adopting a system
of continuous record certificates, the question was brought to the notice of
the Government, who appointed a Committee in October last. to investigate
it. Messrs. MarsuaLL and Law represented the Chamber thereon, the
result being that a record is now kept in the Harbour Office setting forth the
dates of each engagement and discharge of each certificated native master or
engineer, together with the reason for discharge and all complaints and
charges against him, togetber with any punishments inflicted by the Harbour
Master or Marine Magistrate. This meusure was urgently needed to establish
a check on discharged and worthless men from obtaiuing immediate employ-

ment after being dismissed for neglect, dishonesty, or incompetency.

Quarantine restrictions have again subjected the shipping trade to a
very serious loss, which loss, owing to the annual recrudescence of the plague,
appears likely to prove a permanent impost of a most oppressive character.
The establishment in this Port of a Fumigating and Disinfecting Bureau has
been made the occasion of an effort to secure sonie relaxation from the Gov-
ernment of the Straits Settlements of the restrictions imposed on the

Chinese passenger-traffic with the ports of that colony.

In referring to the Fourth Congress of the Chambers of Commerce of
the Empire, held in London in June last, at which a great variety of

interesting questions of immense importance to the trade of the British
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Empire were discussed, our cordial thanks for his effectnal advocacy are due
to Sir THOoMAS JacKksoN, who most efficiently represented this Chamber, and
took charge of all the resolutions proposed by the Chamber, Mr. WHITEIEAD
being unable to reach London in time to fulfil the part which he had been
good enough to undertake. [Hear, hear, and applause.] In connection with
the subjects that were discussed at the congress, it is gratifying to learn that
the much vexed gquestion of the reduction of cable rates has made some
substantial progress, the companies, yielding to the pressure of public opinion,
having decided to gradnally reduce the tariff from 4s. 9d. to 2s. 6d. per word,
subject to the standard traffic being maintained. This is a step in the right
direction, however influenced, and it will probably result in any temporary
loss being fully made good by an increased traffic.

Other subjects of interest dealt with in the report hardly require a
lengthy reference. The contract between the British Imperial Government
and the Canadian Pacific Railway Company for carrying the Canadian Mails
has, after negotiations, been renewed for five years. [Hear, hear.] Further -
correspondence has been carried on with the Government with regard to the
Eastern Mail subsidy, with what result we have yet to learn, also with the
Colonial Office with reference to the Canadian Preferential Tariff, and with
the Amoy Chamber and the British Minister at Tokyo on the subject of the
diseriminating duty levied on tea in Formosa, with a view to diverting the
trade from its acenstomed channel, through Amoy and Hongkong, to Japanese
ports.

At our last annual meeting Mr. HerBERT SMITH was elected to fill the
vacancy in the Legislative Council caused by Mr. WHITEIEAD’S absence on
leave, but he resigne:d in the course of two months, when the Chamber
elected Mr. J. Trugrsury, who still represents ns, pending the return of
Mr. WHITEIIRAD.

There have Leen few changes in the Committee since its clection.
Mr. HerBERT S)yITH was replaced by Mr. D. R. Law, and Mr, . M. Bevi1s
by Sir THOMAS JackSoN on his retnrn from England. You will have to
elect a new Committee to-day. Scveral of the present members do not seck
re-election, amongst whom I may mention Mr. D. R. Law, and myself, as I

am leaving the colony next week.

In regard to the Secretaryship, I have ouly to tell you that the work of

tlre Chamber has been carried through with the same care and energy that
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we have become accustomed to from Mr. WiLcox for some years, and I do
not think that I can say anything higher in his praise than that. [Applause.]

You will observe from the report that we have lost five members by
resignation during the past year, three of whom have left or are leaving the
colony, and we have gained three members, so the roll is being fairly

maintained.

Onr financial position has continued to improve, and since the report
was drawn up a further sum of one thousand dollars has been added to the
reserve fund, which now reaches the respectable figure of $14,000. [Hear,

hear, and applanse.]

In taking my leave of this Chamber of Commerce, while congratulating
the members npon its vitality, I may venture to express the opinion that, so
long as it does not travel out of its own sphere of watching over and
protecting commercial interests, it will continue to be a valuable body for the
Government of Hongkong to consult, and also be capable of exercising much
infiuence for good ou behalf of all foreign commercial interests in China. It
has become apparent that all Governments recognize more clearly every year
what an important factor commerce is in the affairs of nations, and while
doing so are more inclined to listen to the opinions and views of those
engaged in it. I do not recollect, gentlemen, any other point requiring
remark from me now, but, before proposing the adoption of the report and
accounts, the Committee will be glad to hear any questions or observations

which members may desire to make. [Applause.]

After a pause, the CHAIRMAN said—There being no observations, I beg

to propose the adoption of the report and accounts.

Mr. SHEWAN :—Gentlemen, it gives me very great pleasure cordially to
second the adoption of the report of the Committee and the Secretary’s
acconnts. I am glad to see from the report, that you have resisted what I
may call some attempts at grandmotherly legislation which would, I think,
have been detrimental to trade and hurtful to the business of this colony.
On the other hand I am rather sorry to see that you appear to have agreed
with the objections of the Postmaster-General to the Imperial penny postal
rate—objections which, in spite of his pathetic lament over the loss of some
$19,000, seem to me to be rather small-minded, Your representative at the
Congress of Chambers of Commerce in London was Sir THO>MAS JACKSON,

and it goes without saying that that part of the work was well done. [Hear,

i
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hear.] The amendment to the Bankruptey Ordinance will no doubt prove
very valuable, but I was rather amused when I read it and saw its use of the
term “partners.” 1 wondered if the Committee had the same opinion as
myself when I attended the first sitting of the Commission to which you did
me the honour to nominate me as to the registration of Chinese firms. I
supposed then that the word “partner” was clearly understood, bnt I found
to my surprise that the legal profession, I suppose to enhance the value of
their services, have not yet made np their minds as to what constitutes a
partner in a firm, It is ordinarily understood that when a man puts money
in a firm and receives a share of the profits in retnrn he is a partner. To be
told that this does not make a man u partner is a little puzzling. Ouly
lawyers should use terms which they cannot define and which only lead to
further litigation and to the general bedevilment of our time, temper, and
money. It is no use erying over spilt milk, I suppose, but I cannot help
feeling that the Committee might have proteste. much more strongly than
they have done against the way in which the interests of this colony are
being injured by what I cannot help calling the seltishness of the naval and
military authorities. [Hear, hear.] I cannot believe that there was any
reason why our fine Praya should have been spoilt and the cast cut off from
the west by a dock which is being built in the very heart of the town. Our
naval and military establishments occupy some of the most valuable sites in
a crowded district. Even to-day a great economy could be effected by
stheir transfer, bag and baggage, to the other side of the harbour. I suppose
there must be a new system of tactics. It certainly is new to me that the
defenders of a city should hide themselves in the middle of the city. Hitherto
they have generally been on the outskirts to meet their enemy. {Hear, hear.]
In other respects, gentlemen, I think the Committee have earned our thanks.
The year’s record is one of work very well done. Politically, we know the
Chamber can do but little. We live in a Crown colony, and are governed by
officials who have so often to fill other acting appointments that they have
little opportunity to take any interest in what they have to do, anl who
distrust their own laws so much that they have a protector of Chinese
amongst their number, though what the Chinese have to be specially protected
against in a British colony I have not been able to understand. [Laughter
and applause.] There was a time when an Euglish statesman could proudly
declare that wherever an Englishman went the strong arm and the watchful
eye of England werc above him, but tempora mutantur et homines, and to-
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day we poor merchants in China feel that while the watehful eye can see no
further than Afric’s golden sands, we have been thumped on the head by
“the mailed fist” of Germany, and kicked in another part of our anatomy by
the hobunailed boot of America. [Laughter.] Before I sit down I would
like to pay a tribute of respect to our departing Chairman. It is the fashion
in Hongkong to give testimonials to every one who goes away, but Mr.
GRrAY has earned some testimonial in some shape or form. He has worked
hard, and taken a deep and sincere interest in the work of the Chamber
during the past five years in which he has occupied the chair. T think we
all owe him a great debt of gratitude for the time which, busy man though
he is, he hasgiven us so freely. [Applause.] There is nothing more for me
to say except that we must all aim at getting a better representation on the
Government of the colony. We must agitate, agitate, agitate, unéil we
realize the ideal of government of the people, by the people, and for the
people. [Applause.]

The CrarMAN:—I beg to thank Mr. SHEWAN very cordially for his
kind words. Itis very gratifying indeed to find one’s work appreciated.
The work has been a pleasure to me, but after all I have been only the
mouth-piece of the Committee, assisted greatly as I have been by the help
of the Secretary, in having the services of whom I congratulate the Chamber
thoroughly. [Applause.]

The resolution was carried nnanimously.

The CuairyaN :(—The confirmation of the list of new members is the
next business before us. I beg to propose that the election of the following

new members be confirmed :—

The Hongkong Rope Manufacturing Company, Limited.
The Green Island Cement Company, Limited.
Messrs. Watkins, Limited.
The motion was seconded and carried.
Mr. HoveH:—Is it in order to propose new members without giving
giving notice ?

The CrAIRMAN :—1I think there is no objection to the proposal of new
members at this meeting.

Mr. HoueH :—Then I beg to propose Messrs. PuNCUARD, LOWTHER

& Co. as member of this Chamber.

(2)
Mr. SHEwAN :—1 beg to second that proposition.

The CHAIRMAN put the motion to the meeting, and on a show of hands

declared it to be carried unanimously.

The CrarrMAN :~The next business, gentlemen, is the election of a new
General Committee. A ballot will be taken and you are requested to fill in
the names on the papers which will be handed round to you.

The voting papers were then passed round the meeting, aud on their

being collected Messrs. MosEs and PLAYFAIR acted as scrutineers.

The CrAiRMAN then announced the following as the result of the bai-
lot :—Sir THoMAS JACKsON, Chairman, Mr. C. S. SHARP, Vice-Chairman,
Messrs. A. Haver, Hon. J. J. Keswick, A. M. Marsuarr, W. Poarg,'R.
L. Ricaarpson, N. A. Sigss, and H. E. ToMrINS, members of the Com-

mittee.

This concluded the business of the meeting.
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Report of the Qeneral Committee of the HoNGrONG GENERAL
CuHAMBER oF COMMERCE for the Year ending 31st December,
1900, for presentation to the Members at the Annual Heeting,
to be held on Monday, the 11th March, 1901, at 3.00 p.m.

Owing to the troubles in North China, which led to a suspension, for
some time, of diplomatic relations with the Chinese Government, and which
cannot be fully resumed until a settlement has been arrived at for the murders
and hostilities of the past year, several questions of commercial interest, which
have long engaged the attention of your Committee, have perforce been post-
poned. Many matters of importance to trade have, however, come under their
notice, and received their careful consideration, with good effect in most cases,
especially in local questions, the Colonial Government having shown a willing-
uess to meet the views of the Chamber thereon.

Tariff Revision in China.

The contingent probability that the Revision of the Tariff would either
be included in or follow the settlement of the terms of peace between China
and the Treaty Powers, induced yonr Committee to address a communication
in December last to the British Minister at Peking, reminding him of the
promise of his predecessor (Sir CLAUDE MacpoNaLD) that no change in the
Tariff would take place without previous consultation with the Chambers of
Commerce at Hongkong and Shanghai. To this a reply was promptly received
from Sir Ernesr SaTew to the effect that he would be glad to receive an
expression of this Chamber’s views at an early date, although it was probable
the revision of the Tariff would not come under immediate consideration.
(Appendix A.)

The Crisis in China.

In August last a report having been circulated by Reuter that it had been
proposed by certain Powers to withdraw the Allied Troops from Peking
before the punishment of the guilty officials had been secured or a stable
Government re-established, this Chamber despatched a telegram to the Lon-
don Chamber of Commerce strongly deprecating such action and asking it to
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bring the matter to the notice of the Foreign Office, following up the telegram
with a letter enlarging on the evils that would follow snch a step. The Chair-
man of the East India and China Trade Section of the London Chamber
(Mr. W. Keswick, M.P.) lost no time in forwarding a copy of the telegram
to Lord SAL1sBURY, and vigorously supported the protest. To what extent
this representation, with others of similar tenor, influenced the British Govern-
ment, your Committee of course have no means of knowing, but it is none the
less satisfactory to note that the suggestion for the withdrawal of the Troops
was without effect, and they still remain on guard in the Chinese Capital
pending settlement of the terms of peace and the re-establishment in that city
of orderly rule. (Appendix B:)

The Canadian Pacific Mail Contract.

An expression of opinion as to the desirability of the renewal of the
contract between the British Government and the Canadian Pacific Railway
Company for the carriage of mails from Hongkong by way of the Pacific and
Vancouver at its expiry in May next, your Committee, at its meeting on the
18th April, passed a resolution in favour of the renewal of the contract, if
possible with an accelerated and fortnightly service. It is satisfactory now
to learn that the contract with the Company has been renewedb y the Tmperial

Government for a period of five years. (Appendix C.)

The Shipment of Japanese so-called Safety Matches.

Two cases of fire on board steamers having occurred in the harbour
through the spontaneous combustion of so-called safety matches made in
Japan, the Acting Harbour Master submitted to the Government the advis-
ability of declaring these matches dangerous goods and restricting the carriage
of them to vessels not carrying more than twenty passengers. ‘L'he suggestion
was referred to the Chamber, and your Committee, after consideratien, in view
of the interference with trade involved, deprecated this action until represen-
tations had been made to the manufacturers with a view to exereising more
card in the production of the matches. This was done through cemmunica-
tions to the various Chambers of Commerce in Japan, and no further com-

plaints appear to have been made of the goods as dangerous. (Appendix D.)

Delay in Forwarding Mails to Manila,

Postal grievances, though not wholly abolished, have been less conspici-

ous during the past year. In April last a complaint was made by the Ma-
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nila Chamber of Commerce of mnnecessary delays in the forwarding of Mails
on from Hongkong, and this was promptly transmitted to the Postmaster-
General, by whom steps were taken to prevent a recurrence of the grievance,

with apparently satisfactory results, (Appendix E.)

The Repression of Piracy on the West River.

Piracy is still rampant on the West. River, and very recently a house-
boat containing a party of foreigners from Canton was attacked and several
of them wounded, while one of their native boatmen was killed, before the
pirates were driven off. ‘Lhis, too, in spite of more frequent patrolling Ly
guunbonts of various nationalities. In April last a suggestion from Vice-
Admiral Sir I'swarp SEvaovk having been submitted to the Chamber for
the selection of oneroute between Samshui and the sea by foreign steamers in
order the more efficiently to'protect it, this suggestion waslaid before the
Steamboat Companies, who selected the one most generally in use, viz., by
Wangmoon, Sailam and Junction Chunuels aud the West River between
Kongmoon and Samshui, and the Naval Authorities sceordingly adopted this
route. (Appendix F.)

The Navigation of the West River at Lalc-lao.

A foreign steamer having been stoned by the populace at Lak-lao when
passing that place, the Viceroy, in reply to representations on the subject,
stated that the river was tortuous and narrow at this point. and moreover
crowded with boats, collisions with which were unavoidable if passed at full
speed, and he suggested therefore that stenmers should, when passing this
town, slow down. This suggestion was recommended by Vice-Admiral
SEYMOUR and was brought to the notice of the Steamboat Companies by the
Committee. (Appendix (3.)

Proposed Monopoly for the Collection of Ashes.

The erection in the Colony of Chinese mouopolies has alwayvs been
regarded by this Chamber with disapproval, and when the Govermnent,
having received a tender for the sole privilege of collecting ashes from steam

vessels within the Harbour limits, songht the opinion of your Committee as

to the desirability of creating such a monopoly, they strongly deprecated its
ereation, and the proposal was dropped. (Appendix H.)
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The Reduction of Cable Rates.

The question, which was before the Fourth Congress of Chambers of
Commerce of the Empire, at its sitting on the 29th June, when a strongly
worded resolution was passed, has now advanced materially owing to the new
Pacific cable having been decided upon and a tender for its construction
accepted. At the last Annmual Meeting of the Eastern Extension Telegraph
Company, the Chairman announced that arrangements had been made for the
gradual reduction of the tariff, subject to the stundarcl traffic being maintained,
from 4s. 9d. to 2s. 6d. per word. The laying ot the new Pacific cable, which
will, it is expected, be open to traffic at the end of the present or beginning of
next vear, has no donbt largely influenced this reduction in rates, which will

prove very beneficial to trade in the Fur Fast. (Appendices T & N.)

The Canadian Preferential Tariff.

With regard to this question, some further correspondence has passed
with the Government, who in July last forwarded a letter from the Secretary
of State for the Colonies calling attention to Section 10 of the Memorandum
of the Preferential Tariff Regulations, stating that this xeemed to him to meet
the chief point raised by this Chamber. The Committee, while expressing
their thavks for the information thus conveyed, urged that it breught the
Colony no nearer the desired privilege, and repeated the request that Hong-
kong be placed on the lizst of Colonies entitled to share in the benefits of the
Preferential Tariff levied hy the Dominion Government on goods manufactured
from local prodncts. To this no reply has, so far, been received. (Ap-

pendix J.)
Hongkong Harbour Lights.

The Hougkong Government having had under consideration the advisa-
bility of transferring the light formerly exhibited at Cape D’Aguilar to the
Green Island Lighthouse and the light at present ou Green Island to Cape
Collinson, with the view of improving these lights and thereby providing for
the more efficient lighting of the approaches to the harbour, in August last
requested the opinion of the Chamber upon the proposed trausfers. The
Committee, after inquiry and consideration, expressed the opinion that the
advantages to be gained would greatly outweigh the cost, and added a
recommendation in favour of the substitution of flash or revolving lights for

the fixed oues hitherto employed in the lighthouses named. The change has
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not yet been eftected, but it is understood that a recommendation has heen
received from Trinity House in favour of the use of occulting lights, which
will no doubt be substituted for those now in use. (Appendix K.)

Proposed Amendment of the Bankruptecy Laws.

In July last a judgment delivered by His Ionour the Chiet Justice in
the Bankruptcy Court of Hongkong, in which it was laid down that, according
to the provisions of the Bunkruptey Ordinance, 1891, Chinese traders or
others non-resident in the Colony, although carrying on business therein under
a firm's name either by themselves or in co-partuership with others, are
beyond the reach of that enactiment, made it apparent that the law as it stood
did not afford that protection to creditors which was intended by its framers.
The defect was brought to the uttention of the Commitiee, who received most
valuable assistince from the legal profession, and addressed the GGovernment
with a view to the amendment of the Ordinance, forwarding a draft Bill for
the purpose, which Iill has been passed by the Legislative Council.
(Appendix L.)

Proposed Registration of Partners in Chinese Firms.

In conmection with, and as a corollary to, the Bill for the amendment
of the Bankruptcy Ordinance, 1891, your Committee made a strong recom-
mendation to the Government in favour of legislation to provide for the
compulsory registration of the partners in Chinese hongs or firms trading in
this Colony. His Excellency the Governor, recognising the importance of
the question, has appointed a Committee to consider the advisability of
introducing « Bill into the Legislative Council for the purpose, on which one
member of the Chamber and its Representative in the Council have been
selected to serve. Lfforts were made a qnarter of a century ago to secure the
same object by legislation, but were abandoned for causes that no longer
exercise the same effect. Yowr Committee are of opiniou that a Bill to
secure registration of partners in Chinese firms will now meet general
approbation, not ouly the British and FForeign but also the Chinese community.
(Appendix L.)

The Eastern Mail Subsidy.

Further communications ou the question of the Colonial contribution to
the subsidy paid to the P. & O. 8. N. Co. for the Eastern Mail Service have

passed, the Government forwarding to the Chamber on the 30th August

'
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copy of correspondence between the Colonial Oftice and the Treasury and of
an award given by the Ilarl of MoKLEY as Arbitrator upon the questions
which arose as to the proportion of the cost of the service to be borne by the
(tovernment of India. The Chamber were also invited (if they so desired)
to supplement the remarks made in their letter of the 5th June, 1897. This
invitation was availed of by your Committee to emphasize and reiterate the
arguments used against the mileage basis being adopted to estimate this
Colony’s share of the mail subsidy and to hring forward certain new
argnments developed by events since their original protest was addressed to

the Imperial Government. (Appendix M.)
Fourth Congress of Chambers of Commerce of the Empire.

This Congress, which was held ou the 26th to 29th June, 1900, and
proved a great success, was attended by the Chamber’s Delegate, Sir THoMAs
Jacxsoxn, Knt., who moved and spoke at length upon the Chamber’s resolu-
tion on the Chinese Inland Waters Navigation Regulations on the 26th,
moved the resolution in favour of a re-survey of Ilastern Seas by the British
surveying vessels on the 29th, and seconded the resolution moved by Sir
I50WARD SAss00N in favour of a reduction in cable rates. ‘The hearty thanks
of the Chamber are due to Sir THoMas Jackson for the readiness with
which he stepped into the breach and took charge of the two resolutions which
were to have been moved by the Hon. T. H. Wrnrtenean (who was prevented
by unavoidable circumstances from being present at the Cougress), and for
the efficient manuer in which he advocated the questions dealt with.
(Appendix N.)

The Re-Survey of Eastern Seas.

The resolution moved by Sirv THostAs JacksoN in the Fourth Congress
of Chambers of Commerce of the Iimpire at its sitting on the 29th Juue,
was subsequently conveyed-to the Marquess of SAI.ISBURY in a letter signed
by the President and Secretary of the Congress, and a copy of the reply
thereto was transmitted to this Chamber under date of 31st August. The
resolntion had been referred by the Foreign Office to the Lords Commissioners
of the Admiralty, who returned a rather indignant reply, declaring that for
sixty years vessels had been sent to the Ilastern Seas to make surveys, that
the greater portions of these seas had been charted, that the main routes

through the China Sea and along the China Coast are now as confidently
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navigated as any part of the world, and that the Congress mnst have been
misinformed as to the knowledge of these seas possessed by the Admiralty,
which though not perfect is still so far advanced that no re-survey of main
routes is necessary. The Secretary of the Congress therefore requested to be
supplied with some fnrther mformation on the subject in order that he
might communicate with the Foreign Office, This was done as promptly as
possible, and a list of uncharted dangers discovered in these seas during the

past seven years was forwarded with the Chamber’s reply. (Appendix O.)

The better Control of Native Masters and
Engineers of Steam-launches.

Recent legislation having made the owners of steam-launches in Hong-
kong respousible for acts of piracy committed by their craft, no matter
whether the crews are implicated in the act or not, and the masters and
engineers having shown themselves but little amenable to control, the
Chamber was during last October asked to address the Government on the
question of the advisability of adopting a system of continuous record
certificates, the result being that the Governor appointed a Committee to
consider the matter, two members representing the Chamber (Messrs. A. M.
MagrsHALL and D. R, Law) being included thereon. 'The Committee, having
investigated the question, recommende: in their report that « record be kept
in the Harbour Office setting forth the dates of each engagement and
discharge of each certificated Jaunch master and engineer, together with reason
of discharge and all complaints and charges against him and punishments
awarded by the Marine Magistrate or Harbour Master, such record te be open

to inspection by launch owners or their representatives. (Appendix P.)

Quarantine Restrictions.

The Colony of Hongkong again suffered heavy losses last year by reason
of the quarantine imposed at Siugapore and other places against arrivals
from Hongkong. Although the plague had long ceased to be epidemic, the
restrictions were not relaxed until November last, after ten clear days without
a case of plague had elapsed, notwithstanding the appeals made by this

Chamber to the Government to issuc a clean bill of health for the port.

(Appendix Q.)
The Publication of Quarantine Regulations.

In January, 1901, several vessels arriving here from Singapore were
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heavily fined for technical breaches of quarantine relgulations, in omitting
to hoist the yellow Hag before entering the harbour limits, the masters
pleading ignorance of the fact that quarantine had been imposed at this port
on vessels arriving from Singapore. Representations were made to the
Government praying that greater publicity than the pages of the Government
Guazette afford might be given to these notifications, and asking that printed

notices might be sent on board each steamer at Singapore. (Appendix R.)

Amoy and the Formosa Tea Trade.

Further correspondence on the question of the discriminating duty levied
in Formosa on tea if shipped otherwise than to a Japanese port has passed
between the Amoy and Ilongkong Chambers of Commerce with the British
Minister in Japan, but so far without any beneficial etfect. Sir ErNEst
SATow takes np the position that the British Minister can only intervene on
behalf of the tea shipped to Great Britaiu, the Colonies and India; that
destined for the United States he cousiders an American interest. The
position assumed by the Amoy Chamber is that the trade having been created
by and being in the hands of British merchants, that trade is a British

interest, no matter where the merchant’s constituents reside. (Appendix S.)
The Revised French Customs Tariff and Colonial Produce.

Certain changes in the IFrench Tariff, which were originally intended as
an act of reprisal against Brazil, were submitted by the Colonial Office through
the local Government to this Chamber, but your Committee could not see
that the changes made would to any extent affect imports or exports here,
and therefore had no snggestions to offer. It has, however, been suggested
by the Secretary of State for the Colonies to the Foreign Office that as
French products are admitted free to this port, exceptionally favourable
treatment should be accorded in Irance and French Iudo-China to goods

imported there from Hongkong. (Appendix U.)

Scheme for the Improvement of the Navigation
of the Yangtsze.

When passing through the Colony in September last, Sir Joun Lister
KAvE, Bart., submitted to the Committee his scheme for the improvement
of the navigation of the Upper Yangtsze, by creating v Conservancy Board

with powers to remove obstructions in the rapids, &ec., to control the

traffic, to provide a fleet of fast launches for towing junks, and to levy
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a toll to secure interest on outlay. The Committee, after examination of
the scheme, as set forth in his petition to the 'Tsung-li Yamen, while unable
to offer an opinion on the details, returned a reply to the effect that the
removal of the existing obstructions to the navigation of the Yangtsze would

prove of advantage to trade geuerally. (Appendix W.)

Suggested British Commercial Combination.

With reference to the above changes in the Irench Tariff, which will
operate prejudicially against produce raised in India and some of the British
Colonies, « proposal has been received from the United Planters’ Associa-
tion of Southern Indin to join in a movement for a commercial combination
of Great Britain, her Colonies and India against the world by a system of
differential duties which wounld afford some protection to British grown
products and manufactures. The Committee could not see their way to join
in such a movement and replied to that eftect. (Appendix X.)

~

The death of Queen Victoria.

The deeply lamented death of Her Most Gracious Majesty Queen
Vicroria, which took place on the 22nd Jammary, plunged the Colony into
profound gloom, and your Committee, feeling that the occasion of this
illustrious sovereign’s funeral should be observed as one of nuationul mourning,
addressed « letter to the Governmeut suggesting that the Public Offices should
be closed and ull husiness suspended. This course was adopted most fully,
and there was such a complete snspension of business as had never been
witnessed in the Colony since its foundation. (Appendix Y.)

Proposed Registration of Servants in Hongkong.

A proposal made by the Honourable the Captain Superintendent of Police
to the Government to re-enact the provisions of Ordinance 7 of 1866 relating
to the registration of domestic servants, together with suggestions to attach
4 photograph of the holder to the certificate and to deposit one in the
register, with penalties for non-observance both to employers and servauts,
has been submitted to yonr Committee for an opinion as to the advisability
of re-enacting the Ordinance. The Committee considered the matter at their
meeting in February, and arrived at the unanimous conclusion that the project
was inadvisable and probably impracticable. (Appendix % 1.)




(32)

Sundry Correspondence.

Cr
ls 678.26

Correspondence dealing with the Appointment of British Commercial

Agents abroad and Certificates of Origin of Goods imported into Japan will

be found in Appendices V and Z.

The Chamber’s Representative on the Legislative Coundcil.

Mr. HErBERT S311TH, who on the departure on leave of the Hon. T. H.
WHITEHEAD last April was appointed to fill the vacancy on the Legislative

Sesemaanpanays

Couneil, having resigned the seat in June, the Chamber were then again ET

invited by the Officer Administering the Government to select another E

member, aud at a special general meeting held on the 18th of that mdnth 'i-’-

nominated Mr. J. THURBURN, of the Mercantile Bank of India. Mr. ':

TrHURBURN has since represented the Chamber in Couneil, and will continue to £ 5
do so until the retnrn of Mr. WHITEHEEAD. (Appendix T). q:‘f‘

The General Committee.

B

The chauges in the personnel of the Committee have been fewer than

uasnal. Mr. HERBERT S»rTH resigned his seat on leaving the Colony in-June,

: last, and Mr. D. R. Law was invited to fill his place. Mr. H. M. Bevis, who -
J! 'll left here in October last, was replaced by Sir THo3rAs JAcKsoN on his return
.)II ! from Kngland.
. ” i Members. l. %
| l | During the year five resignations have been received from Members, viz., ] i

i THE YuENy Far Hovd, Mr. W. F. WExsvoNn, Messrs. HARTIGAN, STEDMAN \
[ aud RENNIE, U. NErvEGNa & Co. and Mr. Jas. McKie. The following
| have been admitted to membership, subject to confirmation at the annual
meeting :—THE HoNGxoNG RoPE MANUFACTURING CoMPANY, Limited, the
GREEN IsLaNp CedeNt Courany, Limited, Messrs. WaTwiins & Co., L.

’| (T
’ I Finance.
!

|| ’ The accounts for the year ended 31st December, 1900, have been
il audited by Messrs. J. Y. V. VErNoxN and MurrRAY STEWART. The balance
| at credit of the Clamher, after transferring $2,000 to Reserve Fund, was
i) $674.06. The Reserve Fund stood at $13,000, of which $11,000 is on deposit

, in the Hongkong aud Shanghai Bank, and $2,000 is invested in Deben-

Tup Hoxgrone GENERAL CHAMBER oF COMMERCE 18 AGCOUNT CURRENT WITH THE SECRETARY.

Dr.

i l accruing interest, and now stauds at $3,730.27.

,, . tures. The Pinnacle Rock Fund has again been further increased by the
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Tariff Revision in China.

HoxGkKoNG GENBRAL CRAMBER OF COMMIERCE,
Honexkong, 22nd February, 1900.

Sie,—A rumour is being persistently circulated here to the effect that
the negotiations with the Chinese Government in reference to the revision
of the Tariff are being pushed on rapidly.

As the details of the new Tariff with Japan were, most unfortunately
for this Colony, not submitted to the Chambers of Commerce here and in
the Far East generally until after the new Treaty was signed, the Com.
mittee naturally feel anxious lest a similar course should be pursued in the
case of China. They therefore most earnestly hope that, before any ar-
rangement is come to with the Government of Peking, they will be afforded
an opportunity to express their opinion on the Tariff proposals, and they
would further like to be informed whether it is correct that negotiatious
on the subject have been commenced.—I have, &c.,

R. M. GRAY, Cbhairman.

Sir Cravpe M. MacvoNaLp, k.¢.M.G., H.B.M.’s Minister iu China.
&)

Prxine, 6th March, 1900.

Sie,—1I beg to acknowledge your letter of 22nd February. In reply
I beg to state that there is no truth in the rumour that negotiations with
the Chinese Government in reference to a revision of the Tariff are being
pushed on rapidly.

The Chinese Government has approached Her Majesty’s Government
on the subject of a revision and has received a reply to the effect that Her
Majesty’s Government have no objections to considerthe matter. Nothing
further has been done.

As stated in my letter of 29th May, 1896, to Mr. CaaTTERTON WILCOX,
no change of tariff is at all likely to take place without previous consulta-
tion with the parties most interested, more especially the Chambers of
Commerce of Honglkoug and Shanghai, whose views will receive full and
careful attention.—I am, &c.,

CLAUDE M. MACDONALD.

R. M. Gray, Esq., Chairmau of the HoNGRONG GENERAL CHAMBER OF
ComuMERCE, Hongkong.
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HoNGrEONG GENERAL CHAMBEK OF COMMENCE,
HoxGrONG, 18th December, 1900.

Sir,—The statements recently made in the public press, to the effect
that negotiations with China for the conclusion of peace will shortly be
commenced, and the probable contingency that the revision of the Chinese
Tariff may be included in the settlement, have induced the Committee of
this Chamber to approach you on the subject.

In February last, a rumour having been persistently circulated that
the revision of the Chinese 'Tariff was being rapidly pushed on, this Cham-
ber addressed a communication to your esteemed predecessor, Sir CrAUDE
M. MacpoNaLD, expressitg the hope that, before any settlement was
arrived at, the Chambers of Commerce in the Far East would be afforded
an opportunity of expressing their opinion on the Tariff proposals, and
stating that they would like to be informed whether it was true that the
negotiations on the subject had been commenced. His Excellency was good
enough, in his prompt reply, to say that there was no truth in the rumour
that negotiations were being pushed on rapidly, though it was true that
the Chinese Government had approached Her Majesty’s Government on
the subject, and that the latter had replied that they had no objection to
consider the matter. He added that no change of Tariff was “at all likely
to take place without previous consultation with the parties most interested,
more especially the Chambers of Commerce of Honglkong and Shanghai,
whose views would receive full and careful attention.”

The Committee make no doubt that there will be a continuity of
policy in this as in other matters in the Legation, but they consider it
advisable to address your Ezcellency on this important question, so that it
can by no possibility escape attention, as was the case when the new Tariff
with Japan was concluded, with results most disastrous to the trade iu
refined sugar between that country and Hongkong.

Any revision of the Chinese Tariff would of course affect, in a most
mowentous manner, tho trade of this Colony, and that must be our reason
for troubling you with this despatch at a period when I am sure your Excel-

lency must have unusual demands on your time and attention.—I have, &c.,
R. M. GRAY, Chairman.

His Exceliency Sir Eryxsr M. Sarow, x.cx.c.,, H.BM.s Minister io
China,

[5]
A
PExINg, 15th January, 1901,
Sir,—I beg to acknowledge the receipt of your letter of the 18th
ultimo, and to state, in reply, that I shall be glad to receive an expres-
sion of the views of the Hongkong Chamber of ommerce at an early

date.
The matter of revising the Tariff will, however, probably not come

under immediate consideration.—I am, &c.,
ERNEST SATOW.

R. M. Gray, Esq, Chairman of the HoneroNs GENERAL CHAMBER OF
CommEerce, Hongkong.

The Crisis in China.
15, QUEEN'S Roap CENTRAL,
Ho~nekong, 3rd September, 1900,

Dear Sir,—Representing Caldbeck, Macgregor & Company (Mem-
bers of the Hongkong Chamber of Commerce), I should like to know if
the Chamber propose to take any steps, protesting or otherwise, with regard
to the proposition put forward by Russia and the United States as por
Reuter’s Telegram of Ist September (No. 395). Personally I think the
Chamber* should protest vigorously against the evacuation of Peking at
the present timne.—I have, &c.,

E. W. MITCHELL.

To the Hon. R. M. GraAY, Chairman, HoxekoNt CHaMBER OF COMMERCE.

Cmina AssociatioNn (HoNGRONG Branch),
Hownckong, 5th September, 1900.

Dear Sir,—At a Committee Meeting held yesterday it was decided
toaddress your Chamber with the view of ascertaining whether or not
the Committee would be inclined to co-operate with this Association in
protesting against t he suggested withdrawal from Peking, a course which
if persisted in would, in the opinion of my Committee, prove equally fatal
to British prestige and British commercial interests in China.

A suggestion was made that your Chamber and this Association might
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act jointly in the direction of calling a public meeting, or sending a strongly
worded protest to the Foreign Office, and I shall feel obliged if you will
kindly inform me whether or not, either of these suggestions meets with
the approval of your Committee.—I am, &c.,

F. HENDERSON, Hon. Secretary.

To R. CuarrerToN Wircox, Esq., Secretary, GENERAL CHAMBER o1° CoM-
MERCE, Hongkong.

HoNGEONG GENERAL CHAMBER OF COMMERCE,
Hoxcxoxg, 6th September, 1500.

Bear Sir,—I beg to acknowledge receipt of your favour of yesterday’s
date desiring to know whether my Committee would be inclined to co-
operate with the China Association in protesting against the suggested with-
drawal of the Allied Forces from Peking.

In reply, I am instructed to say that the Committee, while thanking
you for the courtesy of your proposition, have decided, in view of the
cosmopolitan character of the Chamber, to act independently in the matter,
more especially as they are addressing the Government through the London
Chamber of Commerce.—I am, &ec.,

R. CHATTERTON WILC@X, Secretary.

F. HenprrsoN, Esq., Hon. Secretary, China Association, Hongkong.

HoNuKONG GENERAL CHAMBER OF COMMERCE,
Ho~xgkoONG, 6th September, 1900.

Sir,—1 have the honour to announce, for the information of His
Excellency the Governor, that this Chamber has to-day despatched to the
London Chamber of Commerce the following telegram :—

¢ Chamber of Commerce, London.

“Please communicite Foreign Office as follows:—Hongkong
Chamber Commerce earnestly advocates maintaining Allied Forces
Peking until proper Government established and guilty ofiicials
punished. Earlier withdrawal most disastrous foreign prestige

throughout China. Chairman.”” —I have, &c.,
R. CHATTERTON WILCOX, Secretary.

Hon, Actixé COLONIAL SECRETARY.

s
B

Honaxone GENERAL CHAMBER OF COMMRRCE,
Hongkong, Tth September, 1900.

Sie,—Yesterday, under instructions from my Committee, I despatched
to your Chamber the following message by wire: —

¢ Chamber of Commerce, London.

“ Please communicate Foreign Office as follows:—Hongkong
Chamber of Commerce earnestly advocates maintaining Allied Forces
Peking until proper Government established and guilty officials
punished. Earlier withdrawal most disastrous foreign prestige
throughout China.

Chairman.”

The Committee are in hopes that the East India and China Section
of your Chamber will lend a cordial support to this representation, which
has been despatched in consequence of continuous public telegrams stating
that some of the Powers contemplated ending the campaign with the relief
of the Ministers and Peking residents.

The proposal, which it appears was first mooted by Russia, for the
Allied Forces to evacunate Peking before any satisfaction has been obtained
or reparation offered for the loss of life entailed through the action of the
Chinese Government in divecting the efforts of the Boxers to secure the
extermination of all the Foreigners in China, seems to my Committee
likely to be fraught with the most disastrous consequences if adopted.

[t would be regarded by the Chinese of every rank as a confession of
Western wealkness and of the superiority of Chinese arms, and anti-foreign
literature inciting to remewed violence and insults would quickly be in
circulation throughout the eighteen Provinces, where, under any cir-
cumstances, the most garbled accounts will be given by the officials.

It is the conviction of the Foreign residents in China that the present
crisis has been brought on by the deliberate mala jides of the Empress
Dowager and her creatures, and unless a blow be now dealt at those in high
places, auﬂ a demonstration be made of the strength and determination of
the Allied Powers, there will soon be a fresh and more formidable, because
better organised, effort made to sweep foreigners from the Chinese Empire.

Trusting that your Chamber will represent this well considered con-
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clusion to the Noble Tord the Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs.—
I am, &ec.,
R. CHATTERTON WILCOX, Secretary.

K. B. MurRaY, Esq., Secretary, LoNpon CHAMBER OF COMMERCE.

HoNckONG GENERAL CEAMBER OF COMMERCE,
Hoxnckong, 10th September, 1900.

Dear Sir,—Iam directed to acknowledge receipt of your letter of the
3rd instant, asking whether this Chamber proposed to take any steps in
reference to the proposed evacuation of Pcking by the Allied Forces, and
to state, in reply, that on the 6th instant, a telegram was despatched to
the London Chamber of Commerce asking them to communicate a message
to the Foreign Office, earncstly advocating maintenance of Allied Forces
in Peking until the establishment of a proper Government and punishment
of the guilty officials. The opinion was expressed that earlier withdrawal
would prove most disastrous to foreign prestige throughout China.

A letter confirming the telegram, and expressing the views of the
Chamber at greater leugth, was despatched by the mail this morning.—
I am, &c.,

R. CHATTERTON WILCOX, Secretary.

E. W. MircrELL, Esq.

LonpoN UHAMBER OF COMMERCE,
Bororrr Howse, Eastcaear, Lonpon, E.C.,
11th September, 1900.

Dear Sir,—I duly received your cable of the 6th instant, which T at
once communicated to the officers of the Chamber and to the Chairman of
the Bast India and China Trade Section, with the result that the commu-
nication, of which I enclose a copy, was immediately addressed to tbe
Foreign Office.

Trusting that this will meet with the approval of the Hongkong
Chamber.—Yours, &c.,

KENRIC B. MURRAY, Secretary.

The Secretary, CeamBrr or Cernkrce, Honglkong.
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(Enclosure)
London, Gth September, 1900.

My Lord,—1 hiave the honour to append a copy of a very important:
telegram despatched from Hongkong and received here to-day.

The expression of the view of the Hongkong Chamber of Commerce
on the disastrous effect upon our relations with China which would result
from the withdrawal from Peking of the Allied Forces before an adequate
and satisfactory settlement of the grave equestions at issue with that
Empire had been obtained, is deserving your Lordship’s most carnest con-
sideration. The message conveys the opinion of commercial men fully
acquainted with the character of the Chinese, with the problems that have

to be solved, and who represent interests of vast magnitude.—I am, &c,,

WirLian Keswick, (a.p.), Chairman
of the East India and China Trade

Scction of the London Chamber Commerce,

The Most Noble the Marquess of Salisbury, K.G., Secretary of State for
Toreign Affairs, Foreign Office, S.W.

HoveroNGg GENERAL CiaMiER o CoyERer,
IToxcroxe, 24th October, 1900,

Dear Sir,—I beg leave to acknowledge receipt of your favour of the
11th nltimo, enclosing copy of the letter forwarded by the East India and
China Scction of your Chamber to the Foreign Oftice covering copy of the
telegram sent by this Chamber on the 6th idem protesting against the
proposed evacuation of Peking by the Allied Forces before punishment of
the instigators of the outrages and massacres had been sccured. In doing
s0, I am instructed to ask you to convey to the Committee of the BEast
[ndiz and China Trade Section the thanks of this Chamber for the prompt
and effective means adopted to Lring their views to the attention of Her
Majesty’s Government.—T am, &e.,

R. CHATTERTON WILCOX, Secretary.

Kexrie B, Muriray, Esq., Seeretary, Loxpox Crayxerr or COMMERCE.
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Contract for Carriage of Mails by way of the Paciflc
and Vancouver, B.C.

Honcroxa, 10th April, 1900.

Dear Sir,—In view of the expiry, in May, 1901, of the contract at
present in effect with H.B.M.’s Government for the Carriage of Mails from
Hongkong, by way of the Pacific and Vancouver, B.C., I would ask if you
could arrange for the passing of a resolution by your Chamber urging the
desirability of renewing the Contract in question. Such a resolution on the
part of your Chamber would, I feel sure, carry much weight with the
British Government when negotiations are opened in connection with the
maitt.ter.

I need haidly point out that, upon political grounds, the maintenance
of the service is all-important, forming, as it does, an essentially British
route throughout and capable of being used in any manner that cir.
cumstances may demand ; and, further, I would call your particular atten-
tion to the great regularity with which the service has been carried on by
the Canadian Pacific Railway Company, during the past nine years—the
period during which the existing contract has been running-—and also to
the rapid transit given to the mails.

Your Chamber may consider it desirable to go further than suggest
merely a renewal of the contiact by recommending the institution of a
more frequent service— say fortnightly throughout the year, at a propor-
tionate increase in the subsidy payable by the Government. Any such
suggestions in this or in other directions will, I am sure, meet with the
attention they deserve at the hauds of the Government.

‘When the question of Mail subsidy first came up in connection with
this Company’s Mail route your Committee very kindly took up the matter
and urged upon the Government the desirability of instituting the service,
and a reference to the Report of vour Committee for the year ending 31st
December, 1887, will shew what transpired. Your present Committee will,
doubtless, see their way to following up the representations, then made, at
the present time.

In conclusion, I would mention that a resolution has been passed at
the Annual Meeting of the Foreign Chamber of Commerce at Yokohama,
a copy of which is attached hereto, for your information. Resolutions to
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the same effect are in course of being passed at various other Ports in
China and Japan.—I am, &ec.,

D. W. CRADDOCI, Acting General Ageot.
R. CuArrerron WiLcox, LEsq., Secretary, GENERAL Cuazsmer or Cod-
MERCE, Hongkong.

Copy of Resolution passed tnaniniously aé Annual Meeting of Foreign
Chamber of Commerce, Y okohwma, 29¢h Marel, 1900.

That in view of the quick Trans-Pacific Mail Service viA Vancouver,
so efficiently carried out by the Canadian Pacific Railway Coempany’s
steamers, it is desirable, in the epinion of this Chamber, that the present
Mail Contract with H.B.M.’s Government should be renewed, and further,
that it is clesirable that additional steamers should be secured to arrange
tor a fortnightly service throughout the year, if possible, with a propor-
tionate increase in the muil subsidy, as the continuance and extension of
this service is of increasing importance in the general interests of trade.

Average Meino.
Honghkong and ¥ okohama to London.

Hongkong. Yokohama.

Canadian Pacific Railway Co. ............ 36 days 25 days.
ENSCODines WV TR R L TR R 4 DIk o
North German Lloyc (Vid Naples) ......29 ,, ()
M. M. Co. (Via Marseilles).................. Sl 415
IRPCROT(BrIndisi) .. .. .ot oeeeesiuns e e Sl 41

Hoxcxong GeExeEran Cuavper o COMMERCE,
Hoxcroxe, 20th April, 1900.

Dear Sir,—I have to acknowledge receipt, on the 10th instant, of
vour letter of that date calling attention to the expiry of your Company’s
contract with the Im perial Grovernment to carry the Mails from Hongliong
to Canadu, in May, 1901, and asking if the Chamber could express an
opinion in favour of the rencwal by the Government of such contract.

The question was duly considered by the Committee, and at thei
meeting on the 18th instant, the following resolution was unanimously
adopted : —
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“That in the opinion of this Chamber it is desirable the

contract betwecn Her Majesty’s Government and the Canadian

Pacific Railway Company for the carriage of mails from Hong-

kong, vid the Pacific and Vancouver, which will expire in May,

1961, should be renewed, if possible with an accelerated and
fortnightly service.”—I am, &ec.,

R. CHATTERTON WI1LCOX, Sccretary.
D. W. Crabvocis, Esq., Acting General Ageut, Canadian Pacific Railway
Company.

Hoxckoxe GeneraL CHAMBER oF COMMERCE,
HonGroNG, 24th April, 1900.

Sir,—I have the honour to transmit, for the information of His
Excellency the Officer Administering the Government, copy in triplicate of
a resolution passed unanimously by the General Committee at their
meeting on the 18th instant, on the subject of the renewal of the subsidy
paid by Her Majesty’s Government to the Canadian Pacific Railwvay Com-
pany for carrying the mails from Hongkong viA Vancouver. The Com.
mittee will be glad if His Excellency will be good enough to forward a
copy of this resolution to the Right Honourable the Secretary of State for
the Colonies.—I have, &ec.,

R. CHATTERTON WILCOX, Sceretary.

To Hon. F. 1. May, cone., Acting Colonial Sceretary.

No. 1224. CoronsiaL SECRETARY'S OFFICE.
HoNeroNg, 10th July, 1900.
Sin,—With refercnce to your letter of the 24th April, I am directed
to inform you that His Excellency the Officer Administering the Govern-
ment duly forwarded to the Secretary of State a copy of the resolution
therein contained, and that -His Excellency the Governor has received a
reply ‘to the effect that the question of renewing the contract: with the
Canadian Pacific Railway for the carriage of mails from Hongkong vid

the Pacific and Vancouver is now under consideration.—I have, &c.,
F. H. MAY, Acting Colonial Secretary.

The Secretary, CHAMBER oF COMMERCE.
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HoNekONG GENErAL CHAMBER or COMMERCE,
Honcrong, 14th May, 1900.

Deas Six,—The question of the renewal of the contract between
H.B.M.’s Government and the Canadian Pacific Railvay Company for the
carriage of the mails from Hongkong to Canada having been duly con-
sidered by the Committee of this Chamber at their meetiug on the 18th
ultimo, the following resolution was passed unanimously :—

“That in the opinion of this Chamber it is desirable the
contract between Her Majesty’s Government and the Canadian
Pacific Railway Company for the carriage of mails from Hong-
kong vid the Pacific and Vancouver, which will expire in May,
1901, should be renewed, if possible with an accelerated and
fortnightly service.”—I am, &c.,

R. CHATTERTON WILCOX, Secretary.
To KrNric B. Murray, Esq., Secrctary, LonpoNx CuaMprr or Cod-
MERCE.

Ho~NckoxGg GeNERAL CHAMBER or COMMERCE,
Honcxong, 14th May, 1900.

Sir,—The attention of my Committee having been called to the fact
that the contract of the Canadian Pacific Railway Cewmpany to carry the
Mails from Hongkong to Canada will expire in May, 1901, with a request
that they would express an opinion in favour of the renewal by the Im-
perial Government of such contract, the matter was considered at their
meeting on the 18th ultimo, when the following resolution was unanimously
adopted : —

“That in the opinion of this Chamber it is desirable the
contract hetween Her Majesty’s Government and the Canadian
Pacific Railway Company for the carriage of mails from Hong-
lzong vii the Pacific and Vancouver, which will expire in May,
1901, should be renewed, if possible with an accelerated and
fortnightly service.”—I am, &c.,

R. CHATTERTON WILCOX, Sccretary.

The Secretary, Cuamser or CoMMERCE, Montreal.
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Bororrs House, Kasreurap, Loypos, I.C,
Loxvon, 18th June, 1900.
Lionglong Mail Contract Resolution.
Drar Sir,—I have to acknowledge, with thanks, reccipt of your
letter of the 14th May last, which I will duly bring before the members of

the Bast India and China, the Canadian, and the Postal Committees of this
Chamber at their next meetings.

I will inform you of any «ction which may be talken on this subject
by the Chamber.—Yours, &ec.,

KENIRRIC B. MURRAY, Scererary.
R. Cuarrerroy WiLcox, Isy., Secretary, GENeRAL CHAMBER or Coat-

smerce, Hongkong.

LA CuaMsrRe DE CoMMERCE DU Drstrict DE MONTREAL,
MoxrTgEAL, 4th September, 1900.
Dean Sir,—Your letter and resolution referring to the renewal of
the contract in May, 1901, for the carriage of the mails between Honglong

and Canada has been referred to one of our permanent committees for
report.—I am, &ec.,

JOS. HAYNES, Sceretary.

To the Seeretary ol the Hoxcrone GENERAL CHanpir or COMMBEKCE.

La Cusaypre pe COMMERCE pG DisTRICT DE MONTREAL,
MoNTREAL, 27th October, 1900.

Drar Sir,—Referring to your favour of the 14th of May last, I have
the honour to be directed by the Board to transmit to you a copyof a
Resolution adopted unanimously by your Chamber concerning the rencwal,
in May, 1901, of the contract for the carriage of mails from Hongkong wid
the Pacitic and Vancouver.—1 remain, &,

JOS. HAYNES, Scerelary.

To the Secretarv of the HoncroNG CHAMBER orF COMMERCE.
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The Chamber of Commerce of the District of' Montreal.
‘ CouxciL’s MEETING,
WEDNESDAY, the 17th October, 1900.
L. E. Georrrion, President, in the chair,
The following resolution was unanimously adopted :—

¢« Resolved that—In the opinion of this Chamber, the present opportu-
nity of the renewal (in May, 1901) of the contract between tHer Majesty’s
Government and the Canadian Paeific Railway for the carriage of mails
from Hongkong vii the Pacific and Vancouver, should be seized to ask, in
the intercst of the Dominion of Canada and the British Empirc at large,
for additional facilities, both in frequency of departures (increased number
of trips at all seasons) and acceleration of service.”

JOS. HAYNES, Secretary.

Honerone GENERAL CMAMBER OF COMMERCE,
Hoxaxkoxe, 3rd December, 1900.

Deawr Sir,-I beg to acknowledge receipt of your favour of the 27th
@ctober transmitting copy of a resolution unanimously adopted by your
Chamber concerning the renewal, in May, 1901, of the contract for the
carriage of mails from Honglkong vid the Pacific and Vancouver.

My Committee are glad to learn that your Chamber advocate both an
inereased number of trips and acceleration of service.—I am, &e.,

R. CHATTERTON WILCOX, Sceretary.

The Sceretary, CaayMBeEr 0F CoMMERCE, Montreal.

No. 414. CoLoNIAL SECrRETARY’s OFFICE,
Honcerove, 25th February, 1901.

Str,—I have the honour to transmit for the information of vour
Committee the enclosed copy of a despatch from the Secretary of State
for the Cnlonies respecting the renewal of subsidy to the Canadian

Pacific Railway Company for the Mail service »id@ Vancouver.-—I have,
&c.,

J. H. STEWART LOCKHART, Colonial Secretary.

The Secretary to the CHaMsER OF ('OMMERCE.
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Downing Street,
13th January, 1901.
Sir,—With reference to my despatch No. 172 of the 8th June last,
I have the honour to state, for your information, that-Her Majesty’s
Government have now agreed to the renewal of the subsidy to the Ca-
nadian Pacific Railway Company for the Mail serviee to Japan and

Honglkong vi¢ Vancouver for a further period of five years.—I have,
&e.,

J. CHAMBERLAIN,

Governor Sir Hemry A, Blake, G.C.M.G.,
&e ) &C., &e.

D
The Shipment of Japanese so-called Safety Matches.

No. 572. CoLoNIAL SECRETARY'S OFFICE,
Honeroxg, 5th April, 1900.

Sir,—I am directed to transmit to you for the consideration of the
Chamber of Clommerce the enclosed copy of aletter from the Acting
Harbour Master on the subject of the desirability of declaring under section
15 of the new Merchant Shipping Consolidation Ordinance when it comes
into force, safety matchcs of Japanese manufacture to be dangerous
goods.—I have, &c.,

F. H. MAY, Acting Colonial Secretary.

The Secretary, CnaMoER or CeMMERCE.

Harbonr Department,

No. 135. Hongkong, 3rd April, 1900.

Sir,—1 have the hononr to make the following recommendation.—
Thero having been, during the last six months, two cases of fire on board
steamers in this port due to part of the general cargo consisting of Jap-
anese (so-called) safety matches, I submit the advisability of declaring
such matches to be ¢ dangerous goods * under Section 12 of Ordinance 26
of 1891 and Section 15 of The Merchant Shipping Consolidation Ordi-
nance 1899.
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The second case occurred this morning, apparently through sponta-
neous combustion. It was fortunately discovered while the Acting Senior
Boarding Officer was inspecting Emigrants on board, otherwise, had the
vessel (the steam-ship Chwnshan) got to sea before the discovery of the
fire, a panic among the 800 emigrants would have been inevitable, and
great loss of life and property have probably ensued.

I am aware that there is much to be said on both sides of the question,
but these matches appear to be distinctly dangerous, and hence some
restriction becomes necessary.

The trade in these matches forms so infinitesimal a portion of the total
trade of the port that I imagine it will scarcely be a hardship to the ship-
pers to restrict the carriage of them to such ships as do not carry more
than 20 passengers, as provided for in the 1899 Ordinance Section 15
S.S. 5.—I have, &c.,

B. Tavyror, Acting Harbonr Master.

The Honourabhle the Acting Colonial Secretary.

HoxaroNs GENEZRAL ({HAMBER oF (CodMERCE,
Honckong, 20th April, 1900.

Sir,—Y beg to acknowledge receipt of your letter (No. 572) of the
oth instant transmitting for the consideration of this Chamler a sugges-
tion by the Acting Harbour Master on the question of the desirability of
declaring under Section 15 of the new Meychant Shipping Ordinance,
when it comes into force, safety matches of Japanese manufacture to be
dangerous goods.

In reply I am directed to say the Committee deprecate action in this
matter at present, considering that the proposal is based on the ccenrrence
of only two cases of comhustion and those of comparatively recent date,
whereas the proposal suggested wonld certaiuly divert an important trade
from its accustomed channel. This Chamber i the meantiwe is hringing
the matter to the attention of the Chambers of Commerce of Kobe and
Yolkohama, suggesting to them to urge npon those concerned the necessity
of observing more care in the manufacture of these safety matches.—I have,
&e.,

R. CHATTERTON WILCOX, Scerctary.

To Hon. F. 1. Mav, c.M.0., Acting Colonial Secretary.



[ 18]
D

HonokoNg GENERAL CiaMBER OoF COMMERCE,
Hongrong, 21st April, 1900.

S1r,—In consequence of two recent cases of fire on board steamers iu
this port, due to part of general cargo, consisting of Japanese sc-called
safety matches, a suggestion has been made to the Colonial Government
which has been submitted to this Chamber, viz.,, that under the provisions
of the new Shipping Ordinance, these matches should be declared danger-
ous goods.

This Chamber has, in reply, deprecated immediate action in this
direction as it would ten:d to obstruct trade and hecause such disasters
have not been frequent in the past. The Committee, however, wish to
express the opinion that Japanese manufacturers would further their own
interests, and obviate interference here, by paying greater attention to the
absolute safety of these matches from spontaneous ignition.—I am, &ec.,

R. CHATTERTON WILCOX, Sccretary.
The Sceretary, Hioo & Osaka GrNieraL CHAMBER or CoM MERCE.
[ Similar letters were addressed to the Yohohama Chamber and the

Kobe ( Native) Chamber.]

Yokonama ForelGN CuAMBER oF COMMERCE,
Yokonama, Srd May, 1900.

S1z,—1I have to acknowledge your letter of the 21st ultimo, ve Japanese
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As Kobe is the centre of the Export Match Trade the subject is one
of particular importance and every means will be used by our Chamber to
bring your complaint to the notice of Exporters and Manufacturers. I have
forwarded a copy of your letter to the Kobe Chamber of Commerce (Ja-
panese).—I am, &c.,

C. W. WURROCK, Secretary.
R. CuarrerroNn WiLcox, Heq., Secretary, Henerone Gexeral CrAwM-

BER oF CoMMERck.

KoBE CHaMBER OF COMMERCE:,
KosEg, Jarax, 17th May, 1900,

Dear Sir,—I have received your letter dated 2lst ultimo. As to
the ignition of the safety matches, a warning has been immediately given
to the Matches Manufacturers Guild. The manufacturers, having no
experience of the spontaneous ignition of matches, were only taking special
care in mizing the materials; but greater care will be taken hereafter for
emergencies probable to be caused by the mode of transportation or other
circumstances. They proposed to me to express to you their hearty thanls
for your kind intimation. From time to time warnings will be given them ;
for, if matches come to be recognised as a dangerous goods under the new
Shipping Ordinance, it would be a great obstruction to trade. Wishing
your continual favour.—I am, &ec.,

T. KIMURA, Secretary.

matches, and to say that the match-making industry is almost wholly con-

i ' fined to Osaka and district. =~ That being the case, the matter could prob-

I ably be taken up with better effect if the Hyogo and Osaka Chamber was
}"1 - informed of the dangerous nature of these so-called Safety Matches. Your

‘ AR 1 | letter, however, will be duly laid before the Committee of this Chamber, =

with the probability of the Yokohama and Tokyo Japanese Chambers be- Delay in forwarding on Mails for Manila.

: ing requested to take up the subject.—I am, &ec.,

! J. E. BEALE, Secretary.

J| 'I'he Secretary, Hevokona GunrArL, CHAMBER oF COMMERGCE.
|

The Secretary, HoNGKONG CHAMBER OF COMMERCE.

ManinA Caaneer or CoMMERCE,
Anioaaur, No. 8,
Manrra, 7th April, 1000.

Hioco any Osaxa GENErAL CHAMBER OF COMMERCE,
Hroco, 4th May, 1900.

Dear Sir,—TI beg to acknowledge receipt of your favour of 21st April.

il T Sir,—At a meeting of the Committee of the Manila Chamber of Coin-

werce held yesterday, [ was instructed to address a letter to you with the
request that you would kindly draw the attention of the Postmaster Ge-
neral at your Port to what seems on this side the unuccessury delay
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experienced here recently in the receipt of European Mails from Hougkong.

In order to make the matter clear to you, I enclose a Memorandum
regarding the most recent cases complained of and would ask you to lay
same before the Postuaster, in the hope that he will in future see that the
Manila Maiis are, when possible, put on board of steamers leaving Hong-
kong direct for Manila.

Thanking you in anticipation.—TI am, &c.,

R. CALDER SMITH, Secretary.

R. C. WiLcex, Esq., Secretary, the CHAMBER or CoMMERCE,

Hongkong.

Memeorandum re Mails.

The London Mail of 16th February arrived in Hongkong on 17th March,
and delivery was begun at 12.50.

It arrived here per Diamante, vii Amoy, on 29th March.

If it had been sent direct per Sungkiang, it would have arrived on 25th
March.

The London Mail of 28rd February arrived in Honglkong on 26th March,
and delivery was begun at 10 a.m.

It arrived here on 4th April, apparently by the U. S. transport
Neuwarle, whereas had it been sent by Fuiami Marv it would have arrived
on Ist instant.

Hoxahona GENERAL CHAMBER OF COMMERCE,
Hoxexrone, 21st April, 1900.

Sir,—A cowmmunication has been received by this Chamber from the
Manila Chamber of Commerce drawing attention to the unnecessary delay
experienced there lately in the receipt of European Mails from Hougkong.
In illustration of the grievance under which they are labouring, the Manila
Chamber forward a memorandum giving the most recent cases of such
delay (copy of which is eunclosed}, and exzpress the hope that you will in
future, when possible, put the mails on board of steamers leaving here for
Manila direct.

Feeling sure that these representations will meet with favourable con-
sideration.—I have, &c.,

R. CHATIERTON WILCOX, Secretary.
To E. C. LEwis, Esq.. Acting Postmaster General.
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Registered No. G. 53. Ge~ERAL Post OFfrick,

Henckong, 21st April, 1900.
Sie,—I have the honour to acknowledge the receipt of your letter of
this day’s date, 7¢ delay in receipt in Manila of European Mails forwarded
by this office.
The matter had already been brought to my notice, and I lost no time

in issuing such instructions as will prevent a recurrence of the cause of the
complaint.—TI am, &c.,

E. CORNEWALL LEWIS, Acting Postmaster (ieneral.

R. CHarterToN WiLcox, Esq., Secretary, HoNcxoNa CHAMBER oF
{/OMMERCE.

HonekoNe GENERAL CHANBER oF COMMERCE,
Honckong, 24th April, 1900.

Sigr,~-I beg to acknowledge receipt of your letter of the 7th instant
drawing attention to the late arrival of European mails forwarded on from
this port to Manila, and enclosing a memo. showing how in two instances
this occurred.

In response to your appeal, a letter was on the 2Ist instant addressed
tothe Acting Postmaster Gteneral, pointing out the grievance under which
Manila laboured and suggesting that the mails should be sent, in future,
when possible, by steamers leaving direct. I enclose copy of the reply
received, which I hope you will deem satisfactory.—I am, &c.,

R. CHAT'TERTON WILCOX, Secretary.

. CALDER Sumitn, Esy., Secretary, MaNI1La CHAMBER oF COMMERCE.

ManiLa CHaAnBER oF COMMERCE,
ANLoaGUE, No. 8,
Maxiva, 4th May, 1900.

Siz,—Your favor of 24th ultimo is duly to hand and I beg to thank you
in name of the Manila Chamber of Commerce for same and for the satis-
factory result of your application to the Postmaster regarding Mails for
this port.

If at any time I can be of the slightest assistance to you, it will give




[ 22 ]
E

me great pleasure to put my services at your disposal.—I am, &e.,
R. CALDER SMITH, Secretary.
IR. CaarrertoN WiLcox, Esq, Secretary, HoNngkoNG GENERAL CHAM-

BER oF Commrkce, Hongkong.

xE
The Repression of Piracy on the West River.

CoroN1AL SECRETARY's OFFICE,
Honaxkong, th April, 1900.

Sir,—I am directed to transmit to you for the information of the
Chamber the enclosed extract from a despatch from Vice-Admiral Sir
Edward Seymour, suggesting that with a view to the better prevention of
piracies, merchant-vessels should use one route only between Samshui and
the sea, which would be specially protected by gunboats, aud proposing
one such route. I have to request information as to whether the Chamber
of Commerce approves of this route or can suggest a better one,

Iam to request you to send me a reply at the earliest possible
moment, as it is desired to take immediate action on the Vice-Admiral’s
proposal.—I have, &c.,

F. H. MAY, Acting Colonial Secretary.

‘'he Acting' Secretary, CHAMBER OF COMMERCE.

Eatract from Vice-Admiral E. H. Seymour’s letter dated 3rd April, 1900.

« For the prevention of such things in future one plan which seeis to
me advisable is to make it publicly known that efforts will be made to
protect one route only between Samshui and the sea. Which this route
should be may be difficult to decide, but I should suggest the West River
by Campbell Island, Kum-chuk, Chan-lin Island and the Broadway to
Macao, as the easiest to patrol and protect, but there may be good reason

to prefer another one.”

AoNGekoNG GENERAL CHAMBER oF COMMERCE,
Honakona, 20th April, 1900.

Str,—I beg to own receipt of your letter (No. 568) dated 5th instant,
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enclosing extract from a despatch from Vice-Admiral Sir Edward Seymour
suggesting that, with a view to the better prevention of piracies, merchant
vessels should use one route only between Samshui and the sea, which
would be specially protected by gunboats, and proposing such route.

I am instructed to say that the proposal is receiving careful attention,
but time is required to obtain full information as to the most desirable
route. A reply will, however, be forwarded as soon as possible.—I have,
&c.,

R. CHATTERTON WIICOX, Secretary.

Hon. F. H. May, c.m.a., Acting Colonial Secretary.

- Horxakona, 24th April, 1900.

Desr Sir,—With reference to H. E. Admiral Seymour’s suggestion
that the ¢ Broadway ” should be patrolled by the war vessels employed in
the protection of the merchant shipping trading on the West River, we
have made enquiries of the Masters of our steamers on the run, and they
all recommend that instead of the “ Broadway * the following route should
be protected for preference, as being the one more generally in use, viz.,
Wangmoon, Sailam and Junction Channels, and the West River between
Kongmoon and Samshui,

We understand that this is also the opinion of the Naval Officers in
command of the vessels on the River.—We are, &c.,

BUTTERFIELD & SWIRE.

R. CuarTerTON WiLcox, Esq., Secretary, HonackoNg CHAMRER OF
CoMMERCE.

HoNokoNe GENERAL CHAMBER OF (OMMERCE,
Hongkoxa, 26th April, 1900.

Str,—Adverting to my letter of the 20th instant with reference to
Admiral Seymour’s suggestions that one route only should be used by
merchant steamers from Samshui to the sea, and in which he indicates
the « Broadway ”” as the most desirable, I am now in a position to give
the reference to those principally concerned.

All the Masters of steamers engaged in the navigation of the river are
l;lna.nimous in recommending that, instead of the “Broadway,” the follow-
11g route, which is more generally in use, should be patrolled by the war
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vessels, viz., Wangmoon, Sailam, and Junction Channels and the West
River between Kongmoou and Samshui.—1I have, &c.,
R. CHATTERTON WILCOX, Secrctary.

Hon. . H. May, c.m.c.., Acting Colonial Secretary.

No. 794. CoLONIAL SECRETARY'S OFFICE,
Honcxong, 4th May, 1900.

DEear Sir,—With reference to your letter of the 26th ultimo, sug-
gesting a route to be patrolled by Her Majesty’s Ships with a view to the
better protection of trade on the West River, I am directed to inform you
that the Naval Authorities have given directions for the patrol of the route
mentioned in your letter, namely from Samshui to the sea by Wangmoon,
Sailam and Junction Chanuels, and the West River between Samshui and
Kongmoon.—I have, &e.,

F. H. MAY, Acting Colonial Secretary.

The Secretary to the CitamBEr OF COMMERCE.

Gr
The Navigation of the West River at Lak-lao.

(loLoN1AL St:CRETARY'S OFFICE,
Hoxarong, oth June, 1900.

Sir,—I am directed to transwmit to you for the information of the
Chamber of Commerce the enclosed translation of portion of a report con-
tained in a despatch from His Excellency the Viceroy of Kwang Tung,
dated 14th April, together with a copy of a letter relating thereto from His
Exccllency the Vice-Admiral.

I am to request you to be good enough to use your influence with the
masters of British steamers and launches to induce them to slow down
when approaching and passing Lak-lao.—-I bave, &c.,

F. H. MAY, Acting Colonial Secretary.

The Jecretary, the CuaMnir or CoMMERCE.

[ 25 ]
G

T4th April, 1600.
( Extract.)

«“ With respect to the stoning of the steamer Lung-Kong by people at
Lak-lao, I find that the river at Lak-lao is in my district and is tortuous
and narrow and that the current ruus swiftly. When steamers arrived at
this place they were formerly obliged to go slowly ; if they did not, col-
lisions with small boats were inevitable and people and the shopmen living
on the two banks of the river, when they see steamers coming too fast,
throw stones to make them go slowly. They do this, it is quite evident, to
prevent collisions with small boats. Lung-Kong is a place within my
jurisdiction, and the steamer in question, although it flies a foreign flag, is
run by people of this district. Lung-Kong is very close to Lak-lao, and
the owners of the steamer must necessarily know the circumstances of the
place. As the steamer did not slow down it seems difficult specially to
blame the village people for throwing stones. I have already ordered the
elders and gentry of the place to put a stop to the stone-throwing, but
several tens of thousands of merchants and people live there and I am
afraid it will prove difficult to point out who throw the stones and put
stop to it.

“I request that a despatch may be written to the Consul to issue
instructions to the captains of steamers hereafter when they arrive at Link-
lao that they must slow down and proceed at a moderate pace so that col-
lisions with small boats may be avoided.”

H.BALS. Centurion,
Weihaiwei, 12th May, 1900.
Sir,—~With reference to a despateh from His Excelleuey the Viceroy
of Kwang Tung, dated 14th April, a copy of which has been forwarded to
me by the Commodore, on the subject of recent attacks on steam-launches
on the West River, I have the honour to inforin your Excellency that I
quite concur in the suggestion therein that steamers should Le obliged to
go slowly when they arrive at Lak.lao, so that collisiong with small boats
may be avoided. The river or creek there is tortuous and very narrow and

it is certainly dangerous to boats and native traffic for steamers to pass

through at high speed.

2.—I would suggest to vonr Escellency that notice shounld be given to
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all British steamers or steamboats plying in those waters that they are
always to slow down when approaching and passing Lak-lao, and that His
Excellency Li should be informed that such notice has been given.—I
have, &c.,

E. H. Seymour, Vice-Admiral.

His Excellency Major-General W, J. Gascoigne, ¢.M.a., Administering the
Government, Hongkong.

HoNokoNG GENERAL CHAMBER oF CednMERCE,
Ho~nakena, 8th June, 1900.

Sir,—1I beg to acknowledge receipt of your letter of the 5th instant,
(No. 993), enclosing translation of a portion of a report contained in a
despatch from His Excellency the Viceroy of the Two Kwang, dated 14th
April, together with copy of a letter relating thereto from His Excellency
Vice-Admiral Seymour, and requesting the Chamber to use its influence
with the masters of British steamers to induce them to slow down when
approaching and passing Lak-luo on the West River.

The matter has been considered by the Committee, who have authorised
communication with the Companies engaged in the navigation of the river,
who have been supplied with copies of the correspondence and requested
to bring it to the attention of the commanders of their steamers, who will
no doubt, in future, observe the precaution.—I have, &ec.,

R. CHATTERTON WILCOX, Secretary.

The Hon. Acting Cor.owiaL SECRETARY.

HongkonG GENERAL CHAMBER oF COMMERCE,
Honagkong, 7th June, 1900.

DEAr Sirs,—I beg to enclose herewith copy of a letter received from
the Colonial Government, together with enclosures, on the subject of the
navigation of a certain creek of the West River, at a place called Lak-lao,
recently the scene of a hostile demonstration against a foreign steamer,
caused, it is alleged, by steamers passing too rapidly in a narrow and
tortuous channel and thereby colliding with native craft. His Excellency
the Viceroy now requests, and Vice-Admiral Sir E, Seymour concurs in
the request, that foreign steamers passing Lak-lao will, in future, slow

down at that point in order to avoid the chance of a collision with th -
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native vesscls. Will you, therefore, kindly make known this request to the
commanders of your steamers navigating the West River?—I am, &ec,,

R. CHATTERTON WILCOX, Secretary.
Messrs. JARDINE, Mardeson & Co., General Managers, Indo-China 8.
N. Co., Ld.

[Similar letters were addressed to the China Navigation Company, the
H. C. and M. Steamboat Compang, and Messrs. Banker & Co.]

HonakonG, CanTon & Macao 3teamsoar Coxmpany, LIMITED,
Honekoxnag, Sth June, 1900.

‘Dear Sie,—I beg to acknowledge with thanks your letter of the 7th
instant with accompanying copy of correspondence anent the necessity for
steamers to slow down when passing Lak-lao on the West River, of wlich
due note is taken.—I am, &c,,

THO : ARNOLD, Secretary.
R. C. WiLcox, Ess., Secretary, HoNokoNG GENERAL CHAMBER oOF
CoMMERCE.

Hongxong, 8th June, 1900.

Dear Sir,—We beg to acknowledge receipt of, and thank you for,
your letter of yesterday’s date re the navigation of the West River.

We shall notify the captains of our steamers accordingly.—We are,
&c.,

BANKER & Co.

R. CsarTERTON WiLcox, Bsq., Secretary, Honokene CHaMBER or Coxr-

MERCE.

Hoxgxoxg, 9th June, 1900.

DEar Siz,—We beg to acknowledge receipt of your letter of 7th
instant with enclosures relating to the stoning by Natives of British
steamers at Lak-lao. As this is a place on the Canton-Wuchow route we
have passed on your letter to Mr, Arnold of the Hongkong, Canton, and
Macao Steamboat Co., who has control of our steamers in the trade, and
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who will reply to you direct.—We are, &c.,
BUTTERFIELD & SWIRE.
R. CuarTerron Wircox, Escp., Secretary, Honakone CHAMBER oF Cod-

MERCI.

HongkoNg, Cantox & Macao STeEsMBoar ComMPANY, Liairep,
HongEong, l3th‘Jnne, 1900.

Dear Sir,—Your letter of the 7th instant and its enclosures have
been perused by Captain Lossins of the Loong Kiang, the only one of
our steamers which passes Lak-lao.

Captain Lossins emphatically denies ever having steamed through the
narrow waters at full speed, and ever having been in collision with native
boats. He states that he only drives just fast enough to keep steerage
way on his ship. Chinese launches, on the other hand, Captain Lossins
informs me, invariably steam through the narrow waters at full speed and
are frequently having collisions.—I am, &c.,

THO: ARNOLD, Secretary.

R. CuarrerroNn WiLcox, Esq., Secretary, HongkoNGg GENERAL CHAM-
BER OF COMMERCE.

=L
Preposed Monopoly for the Collection of Ashes.

CorontAL SECRETARY’s OFFICE,
Hoxggoxng, 6th May, 1000.

Str,—1I am directed to acquaint you for the information of the Cham-
ber of Commerce that a tender has been received by Government for the
gole privilege of collecting ashes from Steam Vessels within the Harbour
Limits. The ashes so collected would be shifted at specified places and
the valueless refuse deposited on authorised spots on the foreshore.

It is anticipated that if the collection of such ashes were entrusted to
a contractor the dumping into the Harbour of the considerable quantities
of valueless ashes, which thero is good reason to believe at present takes

place, would be obviated.
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From a Police point of view it is expected that the change would also
be an improvement, as evidence is not wanting that under existing con-
ditions the collectors of ashes who prowl round the shipping spend much
of their time in thieving.

I enclose copy of the Regulations under which such a Monopoly would,
if instituted, be enforced and regulated, and I am to add that the con-
tractor would be required to give substantial security for the performance
of his contract and for the honesty of his employees.

I am to request that the Chamber of Commerce will favour the Gov-
ernment with their opinion upon the desirability or otherwise of creating
such a Monopoly.—1I have, &c.,

5 F. H. MAY, Acting Colonial Secretary.
The Secretary, CuaMBER oF COMMERCE.

HoxsKoNg GENERAL CHAMBER OoF COMMERCE,
Hoxcekone, 19th May, 1900.

S1r,—I have the honour to acknowledge receipt of your letter of the
5th instant (No. 800) informing this Chamber that a tender had been
received by the Government for the sole privilege of collecting ashes from
steam vessels within the harbour limits, and requesting their opinion upon
the desirability or otherwise of creating such a monopoly.

2.—This question has had the prompt consideration of the Committee,
who, as the result of careful inquiry and deliberation, feel bound to record
an opinion adverse to the proposal.

3.—At first blush the project appears free from serious objection and
calcnlated to obviate in some degree an admitted evil, namely, the dumping
of ashes into the harbour, thereby causing the foreshore to silt up. The
objections to the creation of a new monopoly to be worked by Chinese are,
however, not far to seek, and greatly outweigh any benefits which might
accrue therefrom, The Committee are opposed on general grounds to the
principle of farms, but these are accentuated by the manner in which such
privileges are worked by the Chinesc. It is only necessary to refer to the
working of the Conservancy contract to illustrate the evils arising from
these monopolies. This contract is sub-let to such a degree that complaints
‘B¢ constant of the abuses arising from the defanlt of the contractors.

There is no guarantee that these evils would not be repeated in the case of
20 Ashes contract.
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4,—There is a datger that, either from want of visits or inability to
see the signals, especially from steam launches, considerable delay in the
movementsofshipping might attend the establishment of an Ash Monopoly,
or that steamers would be compelled to carry their ashes out to sea through
inability to wait for the arrival of the ash boats.

5.—While it is probable that petty theft prevails under existing con-
ditions, it is more than doubtful whether this might not be succeeded, on
the event of a monopoly being granted, by an organised system of bribery,
and a greater evil be thus inaugurated.

6.—The p'resent system is of course far from perfect, but it has not
given rise to any very serious complaint, and if the Police desire to obtain
better control over the ash-collecting boats, my Committee respectfully
suggest this might be done as readily by licensing the boats as by creating
a privileged monopoly.

7.—The greatly enhanced value of the ashes is causing a wholesome
competition for the right to collect them, which ought to serve as a gua-
rantee both against dumping and against misconduct by petty theft if the
boats are licensed.

8.—Apart from other objections to the proposal, the Committee
eurnestly deprecate the establishment of Chinese monopolies, on the
ground that they invariably lead to a serious increase in state-created
crime, greatly augmenting the work of the Police, and because, though
perhaps indirectly, they constitute a burden on legitimate trade.—I have,
&ec.,

R. CHATTERTON WILCOX, Secretary.

Hon. Actineg COLONIAL SECRETARY.

P.8.—The copy of the draft Regulations and conditions of the pro-
posed Monopoly is returned herewith, as requested.

I

Proposed Reduction in Cable Rates.

Tue CHAMBER OF CoMMERCE oF SAN FraxcIsco,
San Irancisco, 29th March, 1900.

Dear Sir,—Referring again to the subject of cable rates to China, I
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have the pleasure of stating that since ours of the 28th of December last,
a reply was received from the Western Union Telegraph Company with
correspondence with their London Branch ; copies of these documents I
now enclose, from which you will see that there is a good prospect of a
reduclion, which was much needed, in the rates to the * Far East.”
Thanking you for having called our attention to this matter, I beg to
remain.— Yours, &c.,
E. SCOT'T, Secretary.
R. CaaTrerToN WiLcox, Esq., Secretary, Hoxerone GENERAL CHaM-
BER OF CommEeRce, Hongkong, China.

Western Union Telegraph Company,
San Francisco, Cal., 14th March, 1900,

Dear Sir,—I beg to advise you that the resolution adopted by the
Chamber of Commerce on December 12th, 1899, concerning rates on cable-
crams betiveen San Francisco and points in China, was by our represent.-
ative in London handed to the Eastern Telegraph Company, which is our
connection for points in the Far East; and I now have the pleasure of
bandiug to you two letters received from him under the dates of February
13th and 17th, forwarding replies from the Eastern Telegraph Company
and the Eastern Estension Australasia and China Telegraph Company, in
one of which it is stated that the Eastern Extension Company in conjunc-
tion with the Eastern Telegraph Company, had already submitted to Her
British Majesty’s Government, proposals for a general reduction of tariff’s,
before the memorial of the San Francisco Chamber of Commerce was
received.

While this is a matter in which we have no voice, I am advised that
our representative in London will urge attention to it, and we shall be glad
if we can be instrumental in bringing about the desired reduction in the
tariffs charged heyond London.—Yours, &c.,

Frank JanEs, Superintendent.

E. Scott, Esq., Secretary, Chamber of Commerce, San Francisco.

Western Union Telegraph Company,
262, Gresham House, @1d Broad Street,
London, 13th February, 1900,

Dear Sir,—I beg to acknowledge the receipt of your letter of the
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29th ultimo, enclosing minute of a Resolution passed by the Chamber of
Commerce of San Francisco, on the subject of telegraph rates between that
City and China, and to inform you that in compliance with your instruc-
tions we have sent the minute to the Eastern Company with a copy of
your above mentioned letter,

I now beg to hand you original letter from the Eastern Company
acknowledging receipt of both documents, and T remain, &ec.,

G. von CHAUVIN,
Thos. F. Clark, Esq., Vice-President, Western Union Telegraph Company,
New York City, U. S. A.

The Eastern Telegraph Company, Limited,
London, 9th Febraary, 1900.

Dear Sir,—I am instructed to acknowledge receipt with thanks of
your letter of the 8th instant forwarding to the Managing Director of this
Company copy of a letter which you have received from the Head Office of
the Western Union Telegraph Company in New York and a Minute of a
Resolution adopted at & meeting of the Board of Trustees of the Chamber
of Commerce of San Francisco, dated 12th December.—Yours, &c.,

, Secretary.

G. von Chanvin, Ilsq., Western Union Telegraph Company, Gresham
House, Old Broad Street, Iu.(.

Western Union Telegraph Company,
252, Gresham House, Old Broad Street,
London, 17th February, 1900,

Dear Sir,—With fnrther reference to your letter of the 29th ultimo,
I now beg to hand you original letter from the Basiern IExtension Austra-
lasia and China Telegraph Company, Limited, stating that the minute of
the Resolution passed by the San Francisco Chambier of Commerce on the
subject of rates to China was submitted to its Board of Directors on the

14th instant.

The Company further states, for the information of the San Francisco
Chamber of Commerce, that in conjunction with the Eastern Telegraph -
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Company it had already submitted to Her Majesty’s Government proposals
for a general reduction of tariffs.—I remain, &ec.,
G. voN CHAUVIN.
Thos, F. Clark, Esq., Vice-President, The Western Union Telegraph
Company, 193, Broadway, New York City, U. 8. A.

The Eastern Extension, Australasia, and China Telezraph
Company, Limited,
London, 14th February, 1900.

Dear Sir,—Your letter of the 8th instant, addressed to Mr.J. Deni-
son_Pender, enclosing copy of a letter from the Head Office of your Com-
pany with Resolution of the San Francisco Chamber of Commerce on the
subject of the telegraph charges between that City and China was duly
received and submitted to the Board of Directors of this Company at its
Meeting to-day.

In reply I am directed to inform you for the information of the San
Francisco Chamber of Commerce, that this Company, in conjunction with
the Bastern Telegraph Company, had already submitted to Her Majesty’s
Government proposals for a general reduction of tariffs.—Yours, &ec.,

H. HEessk, Manager.

G. von Chanvin, Esq., The Western Fnion Telegraph Company.

¥
The Canadian Preferential Tariff.

CoO1.ONIAL SECRIETARY'S OFFICE,
Ho~cxoNg, 26th Jnly, 1900.

No. 1362.

Sig,—With reference to the Colonial Secretary’s letter No. 169 of the
380th of January, I am directed to transmit to vou for the information of
the Chamber of Commerce the enclosed copy of adesl)aﬁch from the Secretary
of State forr the Colonies together with copy of Section 10 of the memo-
randum therein referred to.— I have, &ec.,

F. H. MAY, Acting Colonial Secretary.

4 N
Phe Seeretary to the CHAMBER oF COMMERCE.
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Downing Street,
15th June, 1900.

Sir,—Tn reply to your despatch No. 87 of the 2nd of February last, I
have the honour to transmit to you for your information an extract from a
Report of the Committee of the Privy Council of Canada, together with
a Memorandum of the Preferential Tariff Regulations.

2. I desire to call your special attention to Section 10 of the Memo-
randum, which seems to meet the chief point raised in the Memorial of
the Hongkong Chamber of Commerce, enclosed in your despatch under
acknowledgment.—1I have, &c.,

J. CHAMBERLAIN.

Governor Sir Henry A. Blake, ¢.c.v.q.,

§e., Se., &e.

Extract,

“No goodsshall be deemed to be imuported as direct from any particular
place or country unless they shall have been there laden on board the vessel
importing them into Canada: provided, however, that goods boné& fide ex-
ported to Canada from any country but passingin transitu throaghanother
country may be deemed to be imported direct from such first mentioned
country, if the goods Liave been consigned to the importer in Canada for
through transportation from such first mentioned country and provided
that the goods shall not be permitted to remain in such intermediate

country forany purpose (other than for their transit).”

Honexkong GENERAL CHAMBER oF (COMMERCE,
Honaxona, 11th August, 1900.

S1r,—1I beg leave to acknowledge receipt of your letter of the 28th
ultimo (No. 1362) adverting to previous correspondence on the subject of
the Canadian Preferential Tariff, and enclosing copy of a despatch from
the Secretary of State for the Colonies, together with copy of Section 10
of the memorandum therein referred to.

While thanking the Right Honourable the Secretary of State for the
informatiory thus conveyed, my Committes do not see that it brings this
Colony much nearer to the desired privilege, and they therefore now beg
that His Excellency the Governor will forward their request that Hong~
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kong be placed upon the list of Colonies entitled to share in the benefits
of the Preferential Tariff levied by the Dominion Government on goods
manufactured from local products.—I have, &c.,

R. CHATTERTON WILCOX, Scerctary.

Honourable ActiNng COLONIAL SECRETARY.

=
Hongkong Harbour Lights.

—

No. 1895. CoroN1AL SECRETARY’S OFFICE,
Hoxwcixexg, Ist August, 1900.

Sig,—I am directed to inform you that this Giovernment has had
uader its consideration the question of the advisability of transferring the
Cape D’Aguilar Light to Green Island, and the Light at present on Green
Island to Cape Collinson, with the view of improving the Green Island
and Cape Collinson Lights and thereby rendering the approaches to the
harbour safer for shipping. The transfer of the D’Aguilar Light is
estimated to cost $5,600, and according to a rough estimate by the Director
of Public Works the transfer of the Green Island Light might cost about
$7,000.

The Government will be glad to receive the opinion of the Chamber
upon the proposed transfers, and as to whether the considerable expendi-
ture involved in the scheme would be justified by the advantages gained.
—I have, &c.,

F. H. MAY, Acting Colonial Secretary.

The Secretary to the CHAMBER 0r COMMERCE.

Hoxexoxa, Tth August, 1900.

Dear S1r,—In reply to your letter of 3rd instant regarding the
D’Aguilar, Green Island and Cape Collinson Lights, we are of opinion that
the change proposed by the Government would be a good one and worth
the expense iuvolved.

We should also like to suggest, for the consideration of the Govern-
ment, that the Fog Signal at Waglan should be a gun fired at regular
intervals, say every minute, instead of, as at present, a gun fired only on a




[ 36 ]

steamer’s whistle being heard.—We are, &c.,
BUTTERFIELD & SWIRLE.
R. CuarrerTon Wincox, Isq., Secretary, HoNgKovG GENERAL CHAMBER
orF CosyMERCE, Present.

Hoxgroxe GENERAL CiuaMBer oF COMMERCE,
Hoxgioxs, 10th August, 1900.

Sir,—I have the honour to acknowledge receipt of your letter of the
1st instant (No. 1395} announcing that the Government has had under its
consideration tbe question of the advisability of transferring the Cape
D’Aguilar light to Green Island and the light at present on Green Island
to Cape Collinson with a view to improving both lights and rendering the
approaches to the harbour safer for shipping, and asking the opinion of
this Chamber upon the proposed transfers, as to whether the expenditure
involved would be justified by the advantages to be gained.

. The Committee have carefully considered the question after obtaining
the opinion of experts, and. they are quite satisfied that the advantages to
be secured would greatly outweigh the cost. They are further of opinion
that this outlay might be judiciously increased in making provision for the
substitution of revolving or flash-lights on Green Island and Cape Collin-
son, since the present fixed lights are not always distinguishable from the
lights on junks, especially in thick weather, always prrovided that the cost
for the same is not cxcessive.

It has also been suggested to the Committee that, as an aid to ship-
Ping eutering from the eastward, the fog signal at Waglan should be fired
at regular intervals, say every minute, instead of, as at present, only on a
steamer’s whistle being heard.—TI have, &c.,

R. CHHATTERTON WILCOX, Sceretary.
How. F. H. Marx, C.M.G., Acting Colonial Secretary.

I
Proposed Amendment of the Bankruptcy Ordinance.

Howvgiione GENERAL CHAMBER OF COMMERCE,
Hoxexroxg, 31st October, 1900.

S1r, —Recent proceedings in the Bankruptcy Court, and more espe-

cially a judgment delivered on the 9th July last by His Honour Chief
Justice Sir John Carrington in the case Kung Hing Shing Ilce ez parte
Albert Ah Wee, in which it was laid down that, according to the provi.
sions of the Bankruptey Ordinance of 1891, Chinese traders or others non-
resident in the Colony, although carrying on business therein under a
firm’s name either by themselves or in co-partnership with others, are
beyond the reach of that enactment, have made it apparent that the law
ag it stands does not afford that protection to creditors which was intended
when it was frawmed. I am therefore instructed to request you to be good
enough to bring the question to the attention of His Excellency the Governor
with a view to secure amendment of the Ordinance referred to.

2.—The result of the case above quoted has convinced all those engaged
in commerce in this Colony that it is practically useless for a creditor to
institute bankruptcy proceedings against a Chinese firm, since, if it should
subsequently appear thatany one member of that firmx is domiciled in
China, and bas not ordinarily resided in Hongkong within a year of the
presentation of the bankruptcy petition, such proceedings could be annulled.
The Chinese custom of carrying on business under some fancy name, and
of the firm consisting of a large number of partners, many of whom wmay
be resident in China, and placing the conduct of the concern in the hands
of a manager or of a partner possessing only a small pecuniary interest
therein, is well known, and the evils arising from such custom have long
lieen felt and acknowledged alike by British and foreign merchants and by
the Chinese themselves.

3.—The Committee, in asking the Government to amend the Bank-
ruptey Ordinance of 1891, do so in the full assurance that they reflect the
views and give expression to the wishes of the entire mercantile community,
the legal profession, and the Judges administering the law. In order to
facilitate the end in view, and to indicate the direction they think such
amendment should take, the Committee beg respectfully to submit the
draft of a short amending Bill (enclosed) for the consideration of the
Goverument,

4.—In forwarding this draft Bill, which the Cowmittee believe will
have a most salutary effect in helping to reduce the number of fraudulent
bankruptcies, they are not so optimistic as to expect that it will act as a
complete check on all fraud of the kind. ‘i'v securc this it will be necessary
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the establish a system for the compulsory registration of the individual
members of Chinese firms or hongs trading in this Colony.

5.—This is no new question, nor is it a novel panacea for commercial
ills. The advisability of the creation of such a system was considered so
far back as 1874, when a Bill entitled the Victoria Registration Ordinance
was drafted for the purpose, but did not become law. The question was
again urged upon the then Government in 1877 by this Chamber, but with-
out effect, the reply returned, on the 28th August, 1878, stating that it
would be ¢ very inexpedient to carry out such registration” ; no reason for
the alleged inexpedience, however, being offered. Again, in April, 1891,
when considering the draft of the present Bankruptcy Amendment Or-
dinance, the Committee of the Chamber of Comnierce expressed a strong
opinion that, to render the measure more completely applicable to local
requirements, it should be preceded or supplemented by a Bill for the com-

pulsory registration of the partners in Chinese firm#, and added that

without such registration as an adjunct the proposed new Bankruptcy
Ordinance would lose much in usefulness. How thoroughly this prevision
has been fulfilled, the records of the Supreme Court can readily de-

monstrate.

6.—No real hardship would be entailed on the Chinese by the passage
of such a measure. European and American houses trading here or in the
Treaty Ports of China voluntarily announce to the public, by means of
circulars and by advertisements in the newspapers, the names of the
individual partnersin their firms, and of all changes in such partnerships,
at considerable expense, and certain Chinese firms have voluntarily followed
the example. It is not too much to ask, if the mass of the Chinese are averse
to such methods, that they should register their partnerships with the
Registrar-General. As a proof that the Chinese themselves are not likely
to entertain any objection to such & system, I would remind the Govern-
ment that in 1882 a petition very numerously signed by Chinese traders
was presented to the Registrar-General praying that hongs or shops be
required “ to register and to appoint a fixed date within which all shops are
to send in without delay the real names and surnames of their masters.”
This was really only a proposal to put into practice here a custom of trade
observed among themselves in China, and as a means of identification and
a precautionary measure against fraud could not excite hostility among
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reasonable persons.

7.—The creation of such a system would of course entail some trouble,
and it would probably necessitate the employment of one or two additional
clerks. It might also require the dissociation of the two oftices of Colonial
Secretary and Registrar-General ; but as this is very desirable for other
reasons—the worlk of the former having greatly increased within the last
three years—the Committee trust that such a consideration would not be
allowed to weigh in a matter of so much importance to the trade of the
Colony.

8.—'Trusting that His Excellency the Governor will agree with the
Committee that the time has arrived when an earnest attempt should be
made to grapple with a question so seriously affecting the conduct of
business and the administration of justice in the Colony—in proof whereof
I need only cite the fact that four recent bankruptcy cases heard in the
Supreme Court could have been settled in fewer hours than they took days
to hear,—1I have, &c.,

R. CHATTERTON WILCOX, Secretary.

Hon. CoLONIAL SECRETARY.

A BILL
ENTITLED
An Ordinance to amend the Bankruptcy Ordinance, 1891.
Be it enacted by the Governor of Hongkong, with the
advice and consent of the Legislative Council thereof, as
follows :—
1, This Ordinance may be cited as the Bankruptey Ord- Short Title.
inance 1891 Amendment Ordinance, 1900.
2. The following provisions shall have effect in the case of
a firm carrying on business in the Colony, whether such firm
consists of two or more persons being partners or of any person
carrying on business under a partnership name, that is to say,—
(1) A creditor of the firm shall be entitled to present a
bankruptey petition against the firm and a receiving
order may be made against the firm in respect of an
act of bankruptcy committed in reference to ihe busi-
ness of the firm by any partner of the firm, or by the
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person carrying on business as aforesaid, or by any R Hoxexoxg GENERAL CHAMBER or COMMERCE,
person having the control or management of the busi- : HoxGronG, 27th Deecember, 1900.

ness of the firm;

DEar Sir,—As the question of the registration of partners in Chinese
(2) It shall be sufficient that a receiving order against the E - 3 !

9
at the request of the Chamber, will you oblige the Committee Ly forward-

i , : =8 liongs or firms is now under consideration by the Government of this Colony !
firm be made in the firm’s name, without mentioning i

the names of the partners, and such receiving order . by il . "
p ) 5 ing for examination a copy of a Bill which it was proposed some few years

shall affect the joint and separate property of all the . ; e M o
J : .l. property ; ] ago to intrroduce in the Straits Settlements, but which, for some reason un-

partners, «andthe like provisions shall apply in respect 4
known to me, was not passed into law.

of an adjudication of bankruptey; and

The Committee will also he glad to learn from you what were the reasons

(3) The jurisdiction of the Supreme Court to male a ; : : .
which led to the withdrawal of what certainly seemed to he a most useful

receiving order or an adjudication of bankruptey I
against the firm shall not be affected by the fact, if it
be so, that all or any of the partners of th%e firm o1 the

measure.-—I am, &c.,

R. CHATTERTON WILCOX, Secretary.

To Arex. J. Loy, Esq., Secrctary, SINGAPORE CHAMBER OF COMMERCE.

person carrying on business as aforesaid are or is not

British subjects or a British subject or are or is not

domiciled in the Colony. CaampEr OF Col IERCE,

Repeal of 3. Section 6 (1) (@) of the Bankruptey Ordinance, 1891, is SINGAPORE, ith Jamary, 1901.
;’;T’;".wgtgls?b hereby repealed and the following enactment is substituted : Dear Sir,—I have to acknowledge the receipt of your letter of 27th
1891, I Stendrt o raorens ultimo asking for copy of Bill introduced here some few years ago for
(d) The debtor is domiciled in the Colony or, within a year registration of partnerslxips in Chinese firms.
| before the date of the presentation of the petition, has _ 2. All this Chamber’ correspondence on the question is given in
'II} ordinarily resided or had a dwelling-house or place Aunual Reports for 1892, 1893, 1894 (see copy of Bill at page 18a), 1895
. of business in the Colony. and 1896 (the repriut referred to at page 75 is of the correspondence for
r | Saving of 4. Except so far as they are altered by this Ordinance, the 1892/5).
| sfslllg!ll'l(l)&ll?e provisions of the Bankruptcy Ordinance, 1891, shall apply to 3. I send yon a copy of Sub-Committee’s Report 189:, as it is not
}1 g;ltlllllr\xﬁgzcy proceedings in Bankruptey against firms. printed in the Reports ; to these I would refer youfor further information.
:I ! ﬁ%{q’gﬁ_ﬂ 20 | If any of them are awanting please let me know and I will if possible

| send you copies.—Yours, &o.,

ALEX. J GUNN, Secretary.

CoroNtar SECReTARY’s OFFICE . )
| 2 » N 4 (0) ) R. Ciarrewrox Wircox, Esq., Secretary, HonekoNe GENERAT, Criii-
il HoxaroNG, 9th Novewber, 1900. ISR GOtk vcar. Honekon

MR g MMERCE, gkong.

. ] 81r,—I am directed to acknowledge the receipt of your letter of the

8ist October, and to inform you that the subjects with which it deals are Report of the Committee appointed Ly the Chamher of Commeree to

examine and report upon the Draft of Bill for the Registration of
S Partnerships and Firms.

engaging the attention of the Government.—I have, &c.,
J. H. STEWART LOCKHART, Colonial Secretary.

The Secretary, CHAMBER or COMMERCE.

Herewith we nand the draft Ordinance for the Registration  of
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Partnerships and Firms as amended by us, and we heg to draw attention to
our having, throughout the Ordinance, made the alterations necessary to
bring Malacea within the scope of the Act. We think the inclusion of
Malacen is necessary as many Chinese firms in Singapore have branches or
agencies at that port.

In clause 2, after the words “any name ' on the 5th line of the original
draft we suggest the addition of the words “style or chop ™

Clause 3.—We suggest the words beginning in the 4th line * upon any
premises which are assessed by the Mnnicipal Commissioners ou an annnal
vitlue of six humdred dollais or upwards ” be omitted.

We are of opinion that the words we recommend to he struck out
would, if allowed to stand, render the Act almost worthless, for the reason
that rents paid by Chinese firms generally, and the class of liouses occupied
are no indications whatever of the magnitude of the business carrvied on hy
them. As a matter of fact a great number of Chinese firms enjoying large
credit occupy houses at much lower rentals.

Clanse 4 Section (1) Sub-seetion (¢).—Instead of the words “and
agencics of the fim in the Colony ” at the end of this snb-seetion, we
sigrgest the insertion of the words ¢ whether carried on under that designa-
tion or as agencies 7, 4

Scetion  (2).—At the end of this section we propose the addition of
“all sueh registrations shall be duly notified in the Government Gazette’
We are of opinion that the usefulness of the Act will be greatly increased if
this snggestion is carried out.

Clause 8, Section (1).—At the end of this section also we propose the
addition “and advertise the same in the Government Gazette.”

In reference to the proposed pnblication in the Government Gazette of
registrations under this Act and all alterations subsequently mude in registered
partnershipg, we think that therc would be a consequent large increase in
the demand for the Guzette, angmenting the revenve derived therefrom.

Clause 9, Scction (2).—We suggest there be added “or to any liability
incurred Ly a person who trading in co-partnership with any other person
or persons has held out or represented to the ereditor that he is trading alone

and not in co-partnership with any other person or persons.”
We think this addition would be useful in detecting and preventing

fraud.

- The Secretary to the Caaseer o CoMMERCE.
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We have so far dealt with such particular scctions of the Act as we
considered required altering and amending. YWe have carefully considered
all the other clauses in the (overnment dralt measure, and consider them
acceptable without alteration.

As regards the fees leviable under the Ordinance we would urge upon
the Government, that they Le made on a scale not larger than enough to
cover the cost of efficiently working the Act. In no case should the
Government seek to thereby tax the Commerciad Commuuity for revenue
purposes. We have wdvocated that all registrations be duly published in
the Government Gazette, and we may add that it an arrangement can be
come to whereby a supplemeut of the Gazette can be published quarteily,
containing all registrations and chavges made during the quarter, we beliove
there would be a demand by the Mercantile Community for these issucs.

In conclusion, we would state that we havo founl less alteration
vecessury in the Governmeut draft measure than was expected from a
cursory perusal of the same, and we are strongly of opinion that the Act as
now amended would prove u workable one, and be of great benefit to the
Mercantile Cotnmunity.

G. 5. Mugrkay.
Jdno. F. Craie.
W. H. Frizecl.
J. M. Arvrinsox.
. Karz.
wnl several others.
Singapore, 5th April, 1894.

CoroxiaL Secretany’s Orrice,
Hox~cxoNG, 18th January, 1901,

Suz,—With reference to your lester of the 31st @ctober last, I am

- directed to inform you that His Excelleney the Governor has determined to

appoint a Committee to consider the advisability of mtroducing a Bill for
the Registration of Partners in Chinese Firms, and 1 am to request that the
Chamber of Commerce will kiudly seleet one of its Members to serve on this

Committee.—1I have, &e.,

J. H. STEWART LOCKHART, Colonial Secretary.
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HoNGxoNG GENERAL CHAMBER o1Ff COMMERCE,
HonGxone, Ist February, 1901

Dear Sig,—I have to acknowledge receipt of your letter of the 5th
ultimo, replying to my inquiries in connectiou with the Singapore Bill for
the Registration of Partnerships in Chinese Firms, and enclosing copy of
the report of the Sub-Committee of your Chamber appointed in 1894 to
examine and report upon the draft of that Bill.

The information forwarded will materially assist this Chamber and be
of great use to the Committee about to be appointed by IHis Excellency
Governor Sir Heury Blake to consider the advisability of introducing a Bill
tor the Registration of Partners in Chinese Firms in this Colony, and, on
behalf of my Committee, I beg to thank you for the trouble you have taken
in the mauer.—I am, &e.,

R. CHATTERTON WILCOX, Secretary.
ALEX. J. Gu~N, Esq., Secretary, SINGAPURE CHAMBER OF COMMERCE.
HoxcxoNG GENERAL CHAMBER OF COMMERCE,
Honerong, 6th February, 1901.

Siz,—In reply to your letter (No. 133) of the 18th ultimo, announcing
that His Excellency the Governor proposed to appoint a Committce to con-
sider the advisability of introducing a Bill for the registration of partners in
Chinuse Firms, and inviting the Chamber to nominate one of its Members
to scrve thercon, 1 am directed to submit the name of Mr. Robert Shewan to
His Iixeclleney.

I have to apologise for the deluy in replying to this letter, which was
caused by the lamented death of the Jate Queen diverting attention for the
time from other matters.—1 have, &c.,

R. CITATTERTON WILCOX, Sccretary.
llon. J. 1. Stewart Lockuarr, ¢.are, Colonial Secretary.
No. 308. CoLoNIAL SECRETARY’s OrpFICE,
Honcrong, 9th February, 1901.

Sir,—Iu reply to vour letter of the 6th instant, I am directed to inform
you that His Excellency the Governor has been pleased to appoint Mr.
Shewau to be member of the Committee which is to consider the advisability
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of introducing a Bill for the Registration of Partners in Chinese Firms.—I

have, &e.,
J. . STEWART L@CKHART, Colouial Secretary.

The SECRETARY, CHAMBER 0¥ COMMERCE.

I
f The Eastern Mail Subsidy.

COLONIAL SECRETARY’S OFFICE,
Hoxeronag, 30th August, 1900.

Sir,—With reference Lo your letter of the 5th June, 1897, regarding the

question of the Colonial contribution to the subsidy for the Lastern Mail

Service, I am directed to transmit for the information of the Chamber the

enclosed copy of correspondence between the Colonial Office and the
Treasury, and a copy of an award which was given by the Earl of Morley

as Arbitrator upon the questions which arose as to the proportion of the cost

of the Service to be borne by the Government of India.

2. T am to request you fo be good enough to lay these papers before the

Chamber at an eurly date in order that they may, if they desire, supplement

- the remarks made in your letter above mentioned.—1 have, &c.,
i . H. MAY, Acting Colonial Sceretary.

The Secrctary, CHanper or COMMERCE.

Downing Strect,
19th December, 1898.

Sir,—I am directed by Mr. Sceretary Chamberlain to acknowledge the
receipt of your letter No. 16834/98 of the 18th ultimo, respecting the appor-
tionment of the cost of the Eastern Mail Service, and to request that you

1 . . v
- will move the Lords Commissioners of the Treasury to cause this Depart-

] o qQ o .
ment to he furnished with the accounts whicl, as stated in paragraph 2 of

- your letter, the Postmaster-General has been requested to furnish, as soou as

they are ready.—I am, &c.,
C. P. Lucas.

he Secretary to The Treasury.




Treasury Chambers,
18th Juno, 1900.

Sir,—In reply to Mr. Lucas’s letter of the 3rd April last, respecting
the contributions to he made by Ceylon, the Straits Settiements, and Hong-
kong towards the cost of the Ilastern Mail Service, I am directed by the
Lords Commissioners of Her Majesty’s Treasury to say for the information
of Mr. Secretary Chamberlaiu that they are only now in a position to give
an auswer to his request for the accounts promised in theletter from this Depurt-
ment of the 18th November, 1898. The delay which has occurred has been
due to the scttlement of questions raised by the India Office as to the proper
interpretation to be placed upou various passages of Lord Morley’s award,
and it has Leen necessary to refer some points again to his Lordship.

Lord Morley has now given his decision upon the points submitted te
him, and his decision has been accepted by the Secretary of State for India
in Couneil.

Amoungst other things it has been decided that the Mails of the year
1901, the roiddle year of the coutract, should be taken as the basis upon
which the cost and earnings of the service should be apportioned between
this country and India, aud My Lords propose, if the Secretary of State
should sec uo objection, to adopt the same course as regards the contributions
of Ceylou, the Straits Settlements, and Hongkong. If this course be follow-
ed the accounts cannot he furnished till after the figures of 1901 have leen
taken, and My Lords propose that in the meantime the contrihutions now
made by these Colonies should be regarded as provisional and subject to ad-
justmeut in accordance with the results shown by the account to be taken
next year,

I'he account will, My Lords anticipate, show that the contributions now
paid by the Colonics arc cousiderably less than the amounts properly due
trom them under the award, and will require to be increased accordingly.—
I am, &e.,

E W. HamLron.

The Under Secretary of State, Colonial Office.

Downing Street,
13th July, 1900.

Sir,—I am directed;by Mr. Sceretary Chamberlain to acknowledge the
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receipt of your letter 9732/1900 of 18th uitimo relative to the basis upon

which the cost and earnings of the Eastern Mail Service should be appor-
tioned so far as the Colonies of Ceylon, the Straits Settlements, and Hong-

kOﬂg are concerned.

2. I am to request you to inform the Lords Commissioners of Her

o

Majesty’s Treasury that their letter will be referred to the Governments of

A9
the three Eastern Colonies for consideration, and I am to state that with the

information at present before him, Mr. Chamberlain is unable to express any

_opinion as to acceptance of Lord Morley’s award as a basis for the culenla-

tion of the future contribution of these Colonies or as to the proposals in the

penultimate paragraph of your letter.”
3. Iam at the same time to enclose copv of a further despatch from the

Officer Administering the Government of the Straits Settlemecuts on the

snbject and to enquire what answer their Lordships wonld wish to be return-

ed toit.—I am, &c.,

C. P. Lucas.

The Secretary to The T'reasury.

31, Prince’s Gardens, S.W.,
November 8th, 1898.

My Lords,-—-In aceordance with the request contained in your Lord-

ship’s letter of July 20th, I have engquired into the questions at issue hetween
the Postmaster-General and the Secratary of State for India as to the pro-

portion of the Eastern Mail Service to be charged to the Government of

-

India.
2. The case of the Post Office and the case of the Indian Government,

“which were forwarded to me on July 27th, are annexed to this award.

3. Ihave had several interviews with Mr. .J.dJ. Cardin, c.B., representing
le Post Office, and Mr. H. H. Kiseh, the Postmaster-General of Bengal,
who have argued the cases of their respective Governments hefore me.

4. Since Lord Halifax’s award in 1876 circumst.ances have considerably
ghgal, and on the occasion of each snbsequent contract the Indian Gov-
ernment has raised questions of importance which have never heen definitely
ettled.  During the two eontracts from 1880 to the present time the Indian
nfribution to the Mail Service has been fixed by a series of compromises,

etails of which are given in the two cases. It was therefore necessary
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for me to go very fully into the principles which have regulated the appor-
tionment of the cost of the service between the two countries.

5. On the conclusion of a new contract with the Peninsular and Oviental
Company for the conveyance of the Eastern Mails and Australian Mails for
seven years from February lst, 1898, the Post Office made the following
proposals : —

(a). That of the total subsidy of £330,000, £85,000 should be regarded
as applicable to the Australian service, leaving £245,000 to he taken as the
eost of the Indian and Eastern Serviee.

(b). That each country should retain its own collection of postage, as
they have done since 1891.

(¢)- That the cost of each of the seven sections into which the Mail
route is divided, shonld be ascertained by dividing the subsidy in proportion
to the annual mileage of each section. That one half the cost of the Section
should be charged to the United Kingdom, the other half should be paid by
India and the various Colonies interested in proportion to the number of
letters sent and received by them. The United Kingdom paying for any
letters which it exchanges with other countries.

That the incidenta) expenses should be divided in the same proportions
as the cost of the service, and that the amounts received for sea-postage on
foreign mails should be divided between the contributing countries in the
proportion which each bears of the cost of the service. Iu its main principles,
this is the mode in which the apportionment has been hitherto adjusted.

8. The Indian Government objects to these proposals on the following
grounds :—

(a). That the amount (£85,000) appropriated to the Australian service
is too small,

(6). That India shonld not be charged with any portion of the loss
acerning on the sections between Colombo and Shanghai.

(¢). That, if each administration retains its postal collection, the share
of the subsily charged to India is ton large having regard to the fact that
the Mails from England to India are far heavier than the Mails from Indis
to England.

"The discrepancy between the homeward and outward mails or traffic in

letters is not very great, but England sens to India ahout six times as many

Newspapers, Circulars, &c., as she receives. 2
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The following tigures for the year 1896-7 were given to me i—

From the United Kingdom. From India and Aden,
Letters and Posteards tbs. 96,000 tbs. 83,800
Newspapers, Circulars, &e. 1,561,200 259,400

The result, it is argued, is that the United Kingdom makes more use of
the service than India, and also that the United Kingdom has the advantage
of the larger collection of postage, whereas India has to bear the expense of
distributing the heavier Mails.

7. To meet this case, the Indian Government suggests that a new prin-
ciple should he adopted, viz. :—that the Postal Union rules should be applied
to the sea-transit, as if it were provided by a foreign Government, and that
Postal Union rates should be charged on all Mails to the sending country.

As au alternative scheme it is stated in the Indian Case (Page xiii) that
¢ India would be prepared to return to the arrangement for the pooling of
postage and sea-postage which was in force from 1837 to 1891.”

8. The Post Office on the other hand states that, if the principles of
JLord Halifax’s settlement are re-opened, there are various claims which eau
be equitably raised against India which have not been thus far pressed, e.g.—

(a). The cost of extra speed on the Bombay line.

(). The cost of seu-sortiug (£7,500) which, it is alleged, was establish-
ed at the instance and for the benefit of India.

9. After a careful consideration of the two cases, and of the arguments
used in support of them, I have arrived at the following conclusions : —

(@). That, as regards the Australian service, the mrangement proposed
by the Rost Office should be adopted during the eontinuance of the con-
tract and that £85,000 shonld be appropriatel to that service. When the
preserit contract expires, it appears to me that it wonld be desirable to enter
into s€parate contracts for the two services.

(b). That, as regards the sections betwecn Colombo and Shanghai,
India should not continue to be made liable for any loss which may be in-
curred on these sections, but that she should pay transit rates for any nse
she may make of this portion of the Mail route. The receipts from~ such
transit rates being credited to the sections.

(€). That the postage coliected in the two countries, and the receipts

from other administrations for land and sea transit on Mails sent over the

line should be pooled, and the balance of the united collections, after deduct-
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ing the cost of continental transit and rates pnid to other countries, should
be equally divided.

(2). Tbat, subject to the above mentioned conditions, the apportion-
ment with the principles laid down in paragraphs 23 and 24 of the Post:
Office with this exception, that the Indian Government should bear the whole
cxpense of sea-sorting on the Bombay line which by Article 35 of the con-
tract is fixed at £7,500. Under this article, the Postmaster-General may
give notice to the Company that he no longer requires provision to be made
for sca-sorting and may dednet £7,500 from the subsidy. I understand that
he would be willing to give this notice if the Indian Government desires
him to do so.

(e). That an acconnt should be prepared by the Imperial Post Office
and andited by the India ORice, and that the amounts thus ascertained shall
be payable by the contributing countries to the end of the contract.—I have,
&e.,

MORLEY.

The Lords Commissioners of Her Majesty’s Treasury.

1TongKONG GENERAL CuHaAMBER OF COMMERCE,
HoxeKoxG, 11th September, 1900.

Stt,—I have the honour to acknowledge receipt of your letter of the
30th ultimo (No. 1685) transmitting for the information of thiy Chamber
copy of correspondence between the Colonial Office and the Treasury on the
question of the colouiul contribution to the subsidy for the IZastern Mail
Servire and copy of an award given by the Earlof Morley as arbitrator upon
the questions which srose as to the proportion of the cost of the service to
be borne by the Government of India and asking whether this Chamber
desires to supplement the remarks made on the subject in their letter of the
Sth Junce, 1897.

This correspondence has received the attention of my Committee, who
instruct me to say that they simply wish to reiterate and emphasise the
remarks made iu the letter above alluded to. They protest now as then
most emphatically against a mileage basis being adopted to estimate the
proportion of this Colouy’s share of the mail subsidy ; and they would point
out that, since that. letter was written, Imperial interests north of Hongkong

have largely developed, not alone by the growth of British trade in China
but also by the acquisition of the port of Weihaiwei.

The arguments used in paragraph 6 of the letter have since Leen
strengthened by the fact that the German mail steamers now run fortnightly
instead of monthly as formerly aud that the Nippon Yusen Kaish maintain
a regular service to London, zid Marseilles.

The inclusion of Hongkong among. those Coloniss compelled to adopt
the penny postal rute within the Empire—a step taken by the Imperial
Government in spite of the representations of the local Postmaster-General
that it would be a loss to tho Colonial Treasury—has had the effect of re-
ducing the revenue of the Post Office Department, which, in 1899, showed
a decline of §19,270 on the previous year, mainly due to loss on sale of
postage stamps. This furnishes another strong argument why this Colony
should not be called upon to make good the losses on correspondence passing
through it to the Chinese Treaty Ports. .

Sincerely trustiug that the Imperial Government may be induced to
adopt a more equitable und reasonable basis than that of mileage in calculat-
ing the Colony’s contribution to the Postal subsidy.—I have, &c.,

R. CHATTERTON WILCOX, Secretary.
Hon. AcTiNG COLONIAL SECRETARTY.

NI

Fourth Congress of Chambers of Commerce of the
Empire.
THE INCORPORATED CHAMBER 0F COMMERCE 0k Liverroor,
B 10, ExcBANGE BuiLpings,
Liverroor, May 3rd, 1900.

DEAR SiR,—I am directed to transmit, for the information of your

mmmber, the annexed copy of Resolutions to be moved by this Chamber at

tbe Fourth Congress of Chambers of Commerce of the Empire, to be held in
London on the 26th of June next, on the subjects of—

(1) Sugar Bounties.

(2) Tmperial Telegraphic Communication.

T e e S w——

e




[ 52 ]

(3) The Metric System.

(4) Commercial Education.

(5) Income Tax in the Australian Colonies.

(6) Chiua Trade, Resources, and Railways.

(7) Trade with Porto Rico, Cuba, and the Philippine Islands.

I am to ask that your Chamber will kindly support these Resolutions
at the Congress, and, at the same time, I have, on behalf of the Launcashire
Sugar Industry, specially to ask for support to the Resolution on the Sugar
Bounties Question.

I enclose copy of a reprint from an important speech on the subject of
the Bounties in question made by Sir Nevile Lubbock, at the Meeting of the
Association of Chambers of Commerce held in March last.—1 am, &e.,

THOMAS H. BARKER, Secretary.

The Secretary, CEAMBER OF COMMERCE, Hongkong.

HoNGKONG GENERAL CHAMBER OF COMMERCE,
HonNexonG, 25th June, 1900.

DEAR Sir,—I have to acknowledge, with thanks, receipt of your
cireular letter of the 3rd May transmitting for the information of this Cham-
ber, copy of a series of Resolutions to be submitted by your Chamber at the
Congress of Chambers of Commerce of the Empire about to be held in
London.

The Resolutions have been laid before my Committee, but they were
received too late for despateh to this Chamber’s delegates (Sir Thomas Jack-
gon and the Honourable T. H. Whitehead), but I have little doubt that the
Resolution on Sugar Bounties will receive their cordial support, more especially
since the Sugar Refineries of this Colony are similarly affected by the

Bounties granted by European States to beet sugar.—I am, &e.,

R. CHATTERTON WILCOX, Secretary.

Thes. H. BARKER, Hsq., Secretary, LivERroor CEAMBER O COMMERCE.

CHARTERED BANK or INDIs, AUSTRALIA AND CHINa,
THREADNEEDLE STREET,
Lownpon, E. C., 13th July, 1900.
Dear Sir,—I very sincerely regret to report that unavoidable untoward
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circumstances prevented my arriving in this country in time (I did not reach

~ London until the evening of Saturday, 7th inst.) to attend the meeting of the

Fourth Congress of the Chambers of the Empire, held in London on 26th to 29th
ultimo, and propose the Resolutions entrusted to me as one of the Chamber’s
delegates, bearing on the reduction of telegraph rates and fresh marine
surveys in Eastern Seas, and to support the Cbamber’s other Resolution in
connection with the opening of the inland waters of China to steam naviga-
tion. DBusiness detained me after my departure from Hongkong on 14th
April last, at Shanghai, Tientsiu, and Peking, and feariug that I might not
arrive in time to attend the Congress, I despatched the following telegrams
to the Chartered Bank in London :—

From Vladivostock on 17th May, 1900 :—

“ Please advise Kenric Murray (Secretary) London Chamber of Com-
merce and Congress, detained Tientsin, Peking, by press of business ; will
most likely arrive too late to attend meeting Congress. I will telegraph from
Moscow reasons supporting Hongkong Chamber’s Resolutions.”

From Irkutsk on 15th June, 1900 :—

“Refer telegram from Vladivostock on 17th May, please acvise Con-
gress Chambers and Thomas Jackson : telegraph subventions create mono-
poly, enable companies impose excessive onerous rates Europe Asia. Com-
panies’ aggregate undivulged earnings conclusive proof and justify demand
for reasonable tariff. Latterly Imperieuse discovered uncharted rock Amoy
Harbour, Bonaventure struck uncharted rock off Corea, Namoa total loss off
uncharted rock Haitau Straits, Chingtu grounded off uncharted shoal North
Australia, frequent discovery uncharted dangers, increasing steamers tonnage,
ete. Lastern Seas require resurvey. Trade impossible until complete tariff
under Chinese inland water navigation definitely negotiated and collection
thereof guaranteed by formation separate branch foreign customs, Urge this
and demand new workable rules in the interests of domestic and consequent
increase of foreigu trade.”

From Penza on 22nd June, 1900 :—

“Irkntsk telegram of 15th June, please read telegraph subventions,
concessions, privileges, &c., create monopoly ; opening Chinese inland water-

‘Ways concession completeiy worthless, refer Consul Hosie’s Wuchow 1899
report.”
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And from Moscow, on 25th June, 1900 :—

« Greatly regret too late attend meeting Congress. Inform Kenric

Murray and Sir Thomas Jackson. Please telegraph whether Irkutsk Penza

telegrams understood.”

On 29th ultimo I received at St. Petersburg a reply from the Chartered

Bank, London, intimating that my telegram had been received in an intel-
ligible form and that the China speech had been well received.

I again beg to express my great regret at having been unavoidably

prevented from attending the Congress as one of the Hongkong Chamber’s
Delegates. I endeavoured to do all that was possible under the unfortunate

circumstances.—I am, &c.,

T. H. WHITEHEAD.

R. CuatTerTON WiLcex, Esq., Secretary, HoNGEONG GENERAL CHAM-

BER oF CoMMERCE, Hongkong.

HoNGKONG GENERAL CHAMBER OF COMMERCE,

HoNGEONG, 22nd August, 1900.

Dear Siz,—I beg to acknowledge receipt of your letter of the 13th

umstances prevented your

ultimo, expressing your regret that unforeseen cire
Congress of Chambers of

arrival in England in time to attend the Fourth
Commerce of the Empire, held in London on 26th-29th June, and giving
copies of the telegrams you despatched respectively from Vladivostock,
Irkutsk, Penza and Moscow, announcing probable inability to be present,

and summarising your arguments in favour of the Resolutions you had agreed,

as one of the Delegates for this Chamber, to propose.

I am instructed by the Committee to say, in reply, that they fully
desire they know you had to fulfil the duty you
fforts you made to carry it out, so far as

appreciate the earnest
undertook, and thank you for the e
was possible, under the conditions.—I am, &c.,

R. CHATTERTON WILCOX, Secretary.

Hon. T. H, WHITEHEAD, London.
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EXTRACTS FROM OFFICTAL REPORT OF THE PROCEEDINGS AT THE
Fourte CoNGRESS OF CHAMBERS OF COMMERCE :—

26TR JUNE,

British Interests in the Far East.

Sir TeoMas JacksoN (Hongkong General Chamber of Commerce) : My
President and Gentlemen,—~The Resolution which I have been aske;d t(;
move, is a very important one, perhaps very much more important than you
may at first be inclined to think, having regard, as it has, to the waterwa
of China. It is as follows :— ‘ *

“That the manner in which the Inland Waters Navigation Regulations
have been interpreted hy the Officials of the Chinese Government being such
as to render the right to run steamers on the West River, and other Inland
Watfers, an almost valueless concession, the Secretary of State for Foreign
Affairs be asked to open special negotiations with the Chinese Governmegnt
in order to obtain a construction of these regulations more in accordance with
the terms of the original agreement.”

If China were like other countries, traversed by railroads, and with good
roads, this Resolution might not, perhaps, have the importance that it hags at
present ; but, considering that there are almost no railroads in Cbina, what
there are being' in the extreme North, and considering that roads px,'o erl
80 called, do not exist in the Chinese Empire, it stands to reason’ tlm,tp thﬁ
very' utmost ought to he made of the fine natural waterways of the countr
Until within the last two years we were only able to send steamers to tlf,e.
trea.ty ports, and very few there ; but two years ago Sir Clande Macdonald
achieved what was then considered both by the House of Commons, by ti
British Trading Companies in China, and by every person connec,tedywit]:
::;1:;;;::1 tize;:t tr'iumph in g'etting permission to navigate the inland
. . mpire. I wasin Hongkong at the time, and we were all
overjoyed when this great step in advance had been made. But time went

on i
» and nothing was done. We heard that regulations for the traffic were

bein i
g drawn up, and in the course of time those regulations were

forthcomi T
ming. They were, however, of the most extraordinary kind. It was

& regul i i i
ww: ar question of taking hack with your left Land what you gave away
your right. I will cite & case in point. "To go from one treaty port to
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another you had one steamer, but if yon went to auy of the inland waters you
would require another steamer. Thus, going say from Canton to Wuchow,
you would have a steamer that would be under the Imperial Maritime
Customs, but if you went beyond Wuchow or deviated in any way from the
route to one of the ports of call, us they are called, you would require another
steamer and to be nuder another licence. The curse of the whole thing is
the dual system of Customs obtaining in China, and until they are removed
it will be absolntely impossible to have either this or the general trade of the
country on a sound basis. The Imperial Maritime Customs are solely taken
up with the treaty ports. The Inland Cnstoms do everything else. 1t would
be the very greatest blessing that commerce could possibly have if the native
Customs were absorbed in the Imperial Maritime Customs as at present
administered under Sir Robert Hart. As I may be led to speak too strongly
about the regulations in connection with the waterways, with your permis-
sion I will read two short letters addressed to Her Majesty’s Chargé
d’ Aff aires at Peking, by Mr, Mausfield, Iler Britannic Majesty’s Consul at
Canton. The first letter is dated Jnne 10th, 1899, when we were in the
middle of all onr disgust at the turn affairs had taken. He says :—* Sir,—~
Referring to the remarks coutained in my despatch No. 16 of the 11th April
on the prayer of the Shipping Compunies for ¢ the rescinding of the Inspector-
General’s decision that the infer-treaty-port steamers shall not also be re-
gistered for inland navigation,” I have now the honour to report that about
s week ago the Inland Water licences of the S.S. Lungshan and
Lungkiang, two British vessels plying under West River certificates bstween
Canton and Wuchow, vi% San.shui, were withdrawn, to thoir very consider-
able loss. Two days later a British-owned launck, plying under Inland
Water Steam Navigation Regulutions between Canton and Shining on the
West River, was informed by the Customs that she ecould not call in
at the treaty port of Samshui, which she passes en route. This is the logical
converse of the ruling of the Inspector-General with regard to the Lung
steamers, but I venture to suggest that it is its reductio ad absurdum. A
British vessel running on a certain line under certain regulations passes a
number of ports. One of these happens to have been opened by Treaty, and
this one she is debarred from entering. 'This is not a case where any loss of

national revenue is involved, and it is conceded here that the liberty hitherto

enjoyed had not led to any abuses. It appearsto me that the West River .
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Regulations, while remaining in force for steamers running to and from Hong-
kong, might very well he abolished for steamers confined to Chinese inlanc:l
waters. The Inland Waters Regulations with very slight modifications conld
be adapted to the whole trade, premising always that the disabilities caused
by the present reading of the Regulations be removed. The remarks in
Consul Hosie’s report on the trade of Wuchow under the heading ¢ Taxation
of Domestic Trade’ are very much to the point.” I will alsoD read Ayon a
second letter, dated July 7Tth, 1899, which gives the opinion of Consnl
Mansfield even more strongly. It isas follows :—¢ Sir,—In my despatch
No. 27 of the 10th ultimo, I had the honour to rep(;rt that the I. M
Customs had prohibited launches plying wmnder the Steam Na\'iuatim;
Inland Regulations from calling at treaty ports em 7oute. ThisD pro-
hibition has now been extended to apply to Kougmoon, Kum Chnk, Shin
Hing, and Tak Hing, mentioved as ¢ places of call’ in the West River ;Qe“n-
lations. Ihave entered a strong protest against this ruling, as being in dichc
contravention of Regulation 1, which says that steamers ‘may ;'oceed to
and fre at will under the Regulutions, but they must not proceed to places
out of the Chinese territory.” (The italics are wine.) The result of this
action, which I can ouly characterize as arbitrary, is that steamers, under
West River certificate, cannot call now, having had their Inland ’W:Lters
licences withdrawn, anywhere bnt at open ports and places of calf, and
steamers with the Inlaud Waters licence, thongh they may puss tll)ese pluces
may not enter them. The whole traffic is therefore split u~p into two servicea,
and two steamers running over the same grounl are reqgnired to do the \\n'»x;};
olt' one. Under such ciretunstances, I have uo hLesitation in saying that the
Steam Navigation Tnland Regulations are absolufely valneless, I am
powerless locally as the Commissioner of Customs smtves that he i3 ncri‘rw
under instructions from Peking.” Tho<u letters of Mr. Consnl Mrmsf%cl:
ac‘l;l:);is;:.nctll)t Il;:;\: }z:ei:::;ilzlzfictzl by‘ ll‘zwiug to deal with two seis of
at the present day to do away with this
:}::;f:onl(l 'set‘of Customs, bat I do hope that after this upheaval which we are
I s i o e et T
g se trarde has doubled within the last

ten years, and iths i i
SO0 years, and, notwithstanding that, we hear of the Government beino hard
o haz

- up for a . W0 .
ﬂf 4 money, her financial position not being very good, and so on ; but if
‘the Chine 3 i ' :
ese (Government got even a fair share of the total t

axes which are
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received as Inland Revenue, I do not think that any country in Europe would
be in a Letter financial position than China. There is another thing we must
Lear in mind, namely, that under this dual system there is a constant compe-
tition going on between the native shipper and the foreign shipper. The
foreign shipowner is constantly complaining that the native Customs are
holding out inducements to send cargo by native ecraft which on its merits
would have gone by foreign vessels. I believe there is o good deal in this.
The Inspector-General of Customs, however, denies it : but I am sure so
long as this dual system remains we cannot have any satisfaction. I may be
asked : «Then, if such is the case why put forward a Resolution of this
kinl?” I say we can do something to ameliorate the position, but we caunot
have anything absolutely satisfactory so loug as this dual system remuins.
1 think it would be quite possihle for all steamers to be allowed to call at all
the open ports of call, but at present they eau only carry passengers to the
non-treaty ports. This would open up another question. One of the curses
of the China trade at the present time is the piracy on the inland waters.
If foreign steamcrs were allowed to go at will to all the ports of those inland
waterways, it would do more to check piracy than if there were half-a-dozeu
ships of war constantly patrolling them. In the present state of things
pirates nip out of every creek and waterway and attack ordinary trading
vessels manned by half-a-dozen or eight coolies, in most instances unarmed ;
hut they wonld think twice before attacking foreign steamers, which they
would find well-manned and well-armed. I can only hope, as I have said
before, that when these troubles in the North blow over, as they assuredly
will, one of the very first reforms demanded will be that this dual system of
Chinese Customs be done away with. I havge very great pleasure in pro-
posing this Resolution.

Mr. Hesry F. Hinsert (Blackburn Chamber) :—Ihave very greatplea-
sure, as representing a Chamber which is probably more affected by the state of
trade in China than any other Chamber in the United Kingdom, in seconding
this Resolution. It is of the utmost importance to my Chambher and the thou-
sands who are employed by its members, that the inland navigation of the
Chinese rivers should be good and secure. At the present moment, China
is the largest market for cotton goods we possess outside India, when you take

into consideration the fact that we ouly touch the very ftinge of the country.

You may le certain that, at any rate for Lancaushire, good times are in

- theinfluence of, or into the hands of Russia, aud have done nothing to tighten
(=]
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f;tore, when the comntry cau Le opened up. The matter has been exhaust-
1vel-y treated Ly the proposer, and as the time of this Congress is \:alll-uLlo
I will content myself with simply seconding the Resolution.c ‘
Rev. C. Poxyrz Sanprrsox (Worcester Chamber) :—I most earnestl

hope that the Resolution jnst proposed by Sir Thomas Jackson willa b)e:
carried. The total foreign import and export trade of China is about
70,000,0007., and of that the British Iimpire has over 42,000,000(., or ;)ve1'
sixty per cent., s0 that we haveon the plainest aud simplest gronll(l; of com-
mel'f:ial expediency and commercial labour, every right to insist that the
navigation on the water-ways of China should be put on a right aud proper
footing, leaving out of aceount the simple common measure of humanity with
regard to piracy to which Sir Thomas Jackson has referred. When the
representative from Blackburn said that we had touched but the fringe of the
commerce of China, he said what is a commonplace to everyone who knows
anything about that country ; and when he said that good times were in store
for Lancashire and Yorkshire he spoke in the spirit of » prophet, a prophet
of an optimistic kind, a prophet whose vaticinatious there is little prohability
will ever be fulfilled. TFor, Sir, we have come now to the parting of th‘e
ways. If we have amongst us backbone enough, if we have umoonfrst us
clear sight euough to carry out measures such at that which Sir Tl?omas
thcksou has proposed, such a measwre as that and other measures of a like
kind will most certainly give us so firm a grip on China that we can never
be ejected from it, and it will give to the Chinese people themselves a men-
sure of prosperity and peace such as for many generatious they ha:re not
enjoyed. But, Sir, what is the use of trifling with a little measure, for after
all it is but a little measure such as this, and shutting our e:zes to’ the fact
that we can neither do that nor anything else of the kind u’nless we have a
clear policy in the Far East, and unless we know whether we mean to stand
f:r whether we mean to go back, and whether we believe that it is for our
mterest, or it is our duty to maintain our hold upon the Yangtsze, or whether
We think it is better that onr interests and our commercial ene:'(ries should
cease with the frontier of Burma? For, Sir, if we stand and lozk as hag
been our habit for some time, we shall stand and look at what is lmjppeninv
and we shall see it take place, but we shall have no influence on the evenr,sc;

Q y 3
nd when we have allowed the whole of the North of China to pass under
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our own grasp or increase our own influence in the South, then, Sir, we shall
find that the whole of our commercial fabric which generations of merchants
have built up in the South will wither at a touch at the bidding of the
Statesmen of the North. (“Time” and “ question™.) Ithank you, gentle-
men, for that reminder. Without auy doubt I was being carried a little
away from myself; but it does secem a dreadful pity that we should staud
still and let such a spiendid opening for trade and such an enormous opening
for beueficinl British influence slide away from us, and we ourselyves do
nothing to maintain our hold upon it or to exercise our rights.

Mr. GrorGE RonerTsown (St. John, New Brunswick, Board of Trade) :
I would like to say one word in support of the Resolution. It may seem
strange to this Congress or to some members of this Congress, that Canada
should e particularly interested in this Resolution, but it is not au uneom-
mon thing in the City that I have the honour to represent for members of
its Board of Trade there to bear, ¢ All aboard for Hongkong ”—-3,00@ miles
across Canada and then across the ocean. The last speaker, if I understood
Lim, seemed to have the same opinion that the Empire was going to give up
—what shall I say ?—onc of the greatest interests of tbe Empire. (“Yes.”)
Well, it is my opinion that Britain will hold her own—(Cheers)—as she
always has done, and the Empire will hold its own. (Cheers.) The first
pioneers of that wonderful trade and that wonderful people sprang from the
licart of this Empire, and I have uo doubt that the Empire and the sons of
the Empire will be found ready and willing and determined to Lold their
own, never mind what may turn up in China. (Cheers.) M. Presideut, I
have nothing more to say, but this simple word for Canada, that we are
interested in th¥s question in our great Dominion, and doubtless Her Majesty’s
(tovernment recognizes the importance of this Resolution with respect to the
developmeut of the Chinese trade, and will give due consideration to what
1 believe will be the unanimous endorsement of this Congress. /

Tlie Resolution was carried unanimously.
29TH JUNE.

1The Re-survey of Lastern Seas.

Sir Tromas JacksoN (Hongkong Chamber): The motion that I have

to move will not occupy your time more than a few minutes. 1t is,—
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“That in consequeuce of the rapid increase in the numbers, tonnage, and

speed of steamers employed in the trade, and the frequent discovery in some
tracks of sunken roeks not recorded on existing charts, the facts should be
brought to the notice of Her Majesty’s Government that it is necessary to
have made, with as little delay as possible, a thorough resurvey of the navi-
gable chanirels and coast lines in Eastern Seas.”
Having had a long experience in China, I can fully lear testimony to
the excellent work done by the navy in surveying, but it is worthy of note
that the shipping engaged in the Eastern Seas is probably now four times as
valuable as it was twenty years ago, and that cousequently additional surveys
are required. I am fully alive to the fact that Her Hajesty’s ships are at
present very fully occupied in Eastern waters, and that this is not perhaps
the proper time to bring forward a Resolution of this kind. However, I join
one of the speakers who said that these troubles will not last very long in
China, and that I hope when they are ever the British Admiralty will give
their attention to a resurvey of the Eastern Seas. I may add in this con.
nection, that on the principle of Providence helping those that help themselves,
the Hongkong Chamber has got a fund together of some 3,000 dollars. This
fund is available to give gratuities to fishermen or native pilots who can
report ou known dangersto cither Her Majesty’s Consul or to the flagship
on the station. This plan has been tried and found to work excellently.
Very frequently we have been brought into touch with dangers that survey-
ing vessels would hardly ever recognize. I am sure we all recognize the
importance of this motion, and I have only to commend it to the meetiug for
it to be carried yuanimously. .

Mr. J. WarzoN, M.P. (Barnsley Chamber) : May I beallowed to second
this because of my expericnce of the absolute neglect of the Iutelligence
Department of this country as regards the preparation of proper charts where
British trade is conducted, especially on the rivers of China? I could not,
in my trip of 1,600 miles up the Yangtsze River, get a British chart that was
any intelligible guide whatever for the navigation of the river, and I had,
fortuuately, given to me a new chart that had just been completed by the
Jesuit Fathers, a survey of the whole of the great Yangtsze River, and by
the aid of that chart I safely navigated 1,600 miles up theriver and 1,600
miles back. Butitis not creditable to us. @ur (rade on the Yangtsze is

enourmous, and the trade of France is practically nil, and it ought not to be
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that they should be so far ahead of us in the preparation of charts. @n the
West River, practically the same state of affairs exists. The British chart
had been made in 1861 aud very little altered since then. The result was
that both in going np the river and in coming back, because of our absolute
want of knowledge of the channels, I had the pleasure, on one occasion, of
being ashore for twenty-four hours, and on another occasion for eight or
nine hours. I think this practical experience shows how much needed is the
preparation of new charts. 1 sccond the Resolution proposed by Sir Thomas
Jackson.
The Resolution was put and carried unanimously.
Imperial Telegraphic Communications.

Major-General Twicie, (Vancouver, B.C., Board of Trade) moved the
following Resolution :—

«That this Congress desires to call special attention to the necessity of
completing the All-British Pacific Cable, not only on commercial grounds,
but in the interests of the Imperial security.”

He said :—1 need hardly emphasize the supreme importance of tele-
graphic communication in snch a scattered Empire as ours, both for commercial
reasons and for defence. In connection with the question of a cable hetween
Vancouver and Australia, Sir Charles Dilke stated in the House of Commons
that the failure of this scheme would be a national calamity. It is veryeasy
to conceive how it would be the cause of national calamity in case of war
with any great nations who ave dependent on a certain Eastern telegraph
line—a line which would be very subject to interruption in time of war.
The land portion of the cable now pfoposed as an additional cable passes
through our own territory, Canada, from end to end. The only means that
T can see of defending cable communications from interruption, is by multi-
plication of different routes. Any cable communication is subject to inter-
ruption, and it appears to me the greatest security will be obtained by
increasing the number of routes, and that these routes should run through
our own territory. I will confine myself simply to asking you, gentlemen,
to endorse this Resolution unanimously. I may observe that Lord Selborne
in his speech referred to this subject, and, as far as I can discover, the matter
has been taken up by the Government, which is a cause of great satisfaction.

I think the passing of the Resolution will give a lift in that particulafl' direc-

tion. (Cheers.)
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Mr. WiLLiaM Woob (Canterbury, N.Z., Chamber) : T beg to sccond that.

Mr. J. E. Tinxe (Georgetown Chamber) : I understood that I was to
speak on a Resolution to be proposed by Sir Edward Sassoon, but if Le sees
his way to in any way join the two Resolutions, my remarks solely refer to
the West Indian cables. It is the desire of Demerara to see the Jamaica
cable extended to St. Lucia, on British territory. There is a gap between
Jamaica and St. Lucia. At present we are moving large bodies of troops to
the latter island, which is to be our chief military depdt in the West Indies.
As the West Indian Panama cable runs though foreign territory, we might
at any time be left for days, or even for weeks, without any communication
with our troops in St. Lucia. Therefore, on military grounds, I urge that
this new cable should be laid.

Dr. G. R. ParxiN (Toronto Board of Trade) : Might I ask a question with
regard to these Resolutions ? At present we have three Resolutions on the
subject. Sir Edward Sassoon has agreed with the Ottawa Board to incor-
porate their Resolution in his in order that the whole matter may be discussed,
and if General Twigge will waive his Resolntion, we shall shortly have oue
of the most important matters put before us in a definite shape, which we
could deal with.

Mr. J. Macrarrane (Ottawa Board of Trade) : With regard to the Re-
golution down to be moved by the Ottawa Board of Trade and marked “not
to be moved” I am in receipt of a communication from Sir Sandford
Fleming, who is also a delegate from the Ottawa Board of Trade (bnt he is
unable to be present), in which he very strongly urges the acceptaince of a
Resolution bearing on this subject of the cables. I am sorry he was not
aware, when lhe wrote his letter, that a member of the Government, our
Honorary President, wonld make a speech on the subject, and make a state-
fent with regard to the strong action taken by the Governmeut regarding
the cable. Therefore I do not know that it is wise, and it might bo dis-
courteous, for ns topass a positive Resolution on the subject, and so I coincide
with the suggestion that our Resolution should not. be moved, provided that
sections 2 and 3 be added to the Liverpool Chamber of Commerce Resolution,
only substituting the word ** Congress ™ for the word “ Board ” in these two
questions.

Sir E. A. Sassoon, Bart., M.P. (Folkestone Chamber) : You have just

heard from the last two speakers that in view of the limitation of time, and
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in order to consult the convenience of the Congress, it has been decided to

amalgamate all the Resolutions bearing directly on the question of cable
communications of the Empire, to concentrate our forces npon one single

Resolution, and if I have the authority of the Congress to do so, the Resolu-
tion which I have the Lonour to move on behalf of the Liverpool Chamber
of Commerece will then read as it stands, with the addition of numbers 2 and

3 of the Ottawa Board of Trade Resolution—a Resolution which stands in

Mr. Tinne’s name. Long as these combined Resolutions have become, I
should like to ask your permission, Sir, and the authority of the Congress, to
move a Rider, because the Congress are aware that since the Liverpool Re-
solution was put down certain events have transpired. 1 will, with your
permission, now read the Rider and take your judgment upon it. The Rider
is to urge upon the Government the importance of instituting a searching
investigation by the Departmental Committee, promised by the Government,

into both the shortcomings and the merits of a private system of cables, and

consequently into the desirability or otherwise of adopting such a course of
policy in the future as would lead to the ultimate expropriation of private
cables, and ro the establishment of State-owned cables throughout the Em-
pire, and to report thereon at the earliest opportunity, snch report to be ac-
cessible to the public. I think, gentlemen, you will see the extreme necessi-
ty of having this Rider, because even a Unionist Government requires to he
watched, and although I was instrumental in obtaining a promise from the
Government in the House of Commons some four or five weeks hack to
institute a Departmental inquiry, I am not very easy in my mind as to the
terms of reference and as to the composition of the Commission. I would
therefore like to be armed with your authority in jogging the Government
and in keeping them npto the mark. I think I shall be best consulting
your views if I do not go over the same gronnd which I have traversed in
the course of my speeches both in the North and in the South of England
during the last twelve months, culminating in the very fuil debate which we
had in the House of Commons some three or four weeks back. My intention
now is to go through the points that hasve been raised in the conuter-blast
that was issued by the Kastern Telegraph and Associated Companies,
pointing out, as they have, the points where we were mistaken. The first
thing to which they make reference is the question of tariffs, and they seek

to defend their position by assuming, for the purposes of their calenlation, a
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standu'r‘.l or unit ('af '100 nautical miles as being the average traversed by a
word in Gre'at Britain for the sum of . per word. They go on instituting
that comparison; but, gentlenten, you will agree, that for such a comparison
to be useful a great deal depends upon the correctness of the standard chosen.
I :m'1 not at all prepared to accept beforehand, and without proof, this con-
venient unit of 100 nautical miles ; because if it tnrns out, as it might con-
ceivably do, that the average traversed is nearer 200 than 100 miles, the
whole of these figures which they have placed before the public will become
vitiated. Tt is obviously misleading to compare a land line system, with its
numerous charges consequent upon the many obscure hamlets and villages
where the Post Office have to keep branches for public convenience, with a
cable system which, in the majority of instances, lands their cables in the
very heart of large towns and centres of business. The Congress will see
how eminently misleading such a comparison must be. It would be almost
as misleading if I told you that in France a Frenchman ean send a word to the
farthest confines of Tunis iu Algeria for £d. per word, a distance involving
400 miles of land lines and 530 miles of cable; orif I told you that a Russian
can send one word to Vladivostock, o distance of 4,300 nautical miles, for 4d.,
equal to a penny a word for 1,000 nautical miles, which the foreign Govern-
ments charge their subjects, as against the 5s. which the Eastern Company

charge us, aud expects us to be thankful for. The next point is that we m:e
toll, with regard to the Indian aud Joint Purse arrangement, that there is no
mystery, and that the whole thing is as plain as a pike-staff. In the name
of common sense, when I wade my request to the Under-Secretary of State
for Foreign Affairs last August, asking that the documents upon which this
Joint Purse arrangement was bas%(l should be made public, why were

those documents refused ? They were refused becanse Mr. DBrodrick

said that he conld not divulge that document witbout the consent of
the other contracting party, and that consent has uot been forthcoming,
althongh a whole year has passed; so it is nonsense to say that there
is no mystery about it. No doubt, as far as the public are coucerned,
the matter must remain shrouded in mystery until the whole of the instru-

ments upon which this arrangement is based are made public. What we do

know from the Indian Blue Book is this, that for the last twenty-one years

preceding 1891, a sum of no less than £1,884,000 was paid into the Joint

Purge, and India only drew from that purse £1,774,000, leaving a net loss

—

|
|
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to India of £140,000. The next point. I wish to remark on is that Mr.
Twisaday, of the India Office, in criticizing the lecture which I delivered
before the Society of Arts, in which I took exception to the appointment of
the Australian Message Fund, said that T am quite mistaken in thinking that
that is prejudicial to Indian Revenue, because Indian Telegraph Revenue
has increased since 1891 by something like £10,000. I beg leave to remark
to Mr, Twisaday that in the year 1891 a substantial reduction of 50 per cent.
was made on the Australian messages, and that therefore the very large
volume of business consequent upon the lowering of the rate, had to be
carried along the Indian land lines in order to get to Europe ; so that, but
for this Joint Purse arrangement, my contention is that the Indian profit
would have been considerably larger, at all events it would have been larger
by the balance which the Indian Telegraph Department paid over to the
Eastern and the Associated Companies. The next point is, that the Eastern
Company allege fthat no reduction can be conveniently made until the Inter-

national Telegraph Convention is sitting

The CrairMAYN : In view of the decision which has been come fo with
regard to the length of time allotted to cach speaker, I have to inform you,
Sir Edward, that your time is up.

Sir EpwARD Sassoon: With regard to that intimation, Sir, I should
like to say that my friend Sir Thomas Jackson, who is going to second the
Resolution, has promised to formally second it, so that I may have another
ten minutes for my speech, if I have your permission.

The CrAIRMAN ¢ I do not think that would be fair to the other speakers,
so I must ask you to bring your remarks to a. close.

Sir EpwarD Sassoon : Then, Sir, Ishalltake the opportunity of publish-
ing the points I wish to bring out in a pamphlet. I think it right where

cable companies, who are now at direct issue with the public, have issued

their pamphlets broadeast, that itis only fair that the Imperial Telegraph
Committee of the House of Commons should equally have their counter-blast

in the same way.
Mr. Jaxes Scort (Toronto Board of Trade): The urgency and the

great importance of this matter lead me to say that the time of the Congress
forthe next ten minutes will be well served by listening to the completion of

the statements to be made by Sir Edward Sassoou. (Hear, hear.) I do not '
think we shall be doing ourselves justice if we do not allow Sir Edward
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Sassoou to complete his statements. (Cheers.)

Ou the question being put from the Chair, it was agreed that Sir Iidward
Sassoon should continue his remarks. A

Sir EDwarD Sassoon: Iam very much obligedto Mr. Scott for having
taken up the cudgels ou my behalf. I have taken a great deal of trouble i::
elucidating the figures that have been given by the Associated Telegraph
Company, but I quite understand how impaticnt people do get just wh:n tlhe
luncheon interval is coming on. There is one point which I consider, and I
think you will consider, of greatimportance in this counter-blast, and ’thac is
that they Lave given uu estimate for the construction of a new cable to Indi;
and they make out, that upon the basis of 1s. per word which we are advo-,
cating, the income would only be one per cent. to anybody who started :
new cable upon the requisite capital. The capital which they give is 1%
millions for a new cable to India. T accept that. They put the?r workin;
expenses at £75,000. I equally accept that. Their out-payments work oubt
at something like 17 per cent. of the total earnings. That I accept. The
number of paying words that the cable can carry, they work out to be 7%
per minute. That I also accept; but the sting is in the tail, because the;
will not allow the cable to work more than fourteen hours a day; wor do

h y o f 1 elnl3 .[ reas t 1, W
b g (l R y
the 'lll()w or its uple hele seems no rea Oll, gen lemel s V ll

- such a large amount of capital should be allowed to lie fallow for ten hours

a day out of twenty-four—(hear, hear)—nor that the cable should not be
duplex, because that means doubling the traffic—it means 96 per cent. more
traflic than a simplex cable. Comingtomy figures—and they are perfectly
workable and reasonable—there would be something like 8 millions of pay-
ing words per year. That on the basis of 1s. means £241,000 clear profit
or 16 per cent. That is rather a far cry from the one per cent. which the):
give in their estimate; so I think you will agree with the necessity for cau-
tion, and the unwisdom of swallowing wholesale all those statistics which
the company sends out for public consumption, evidently thinking the public
must be very credible and gullible. That is the point to which I wish to
refer, because I consider it vitiates and emasculates the whole of the counter-
blast which is issued by the cable companies. By my figures I am perfectly
prepared to stand. (Cheers.)

A DeireGate: I should like to support this Resolution, because in

Canada we feel a most passionate and intense interest in the question of the




_
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Pacific Cable.

Sir Tronas Jackson (Hongkong Chamber) : I shall not take up your
timeatall,as I know several othersare waiting to speak on the question, but
surely fifty years hence those who are then living will look back with
astonishment at the fact, that in the year 1900 a telegram to Honglkong
cost 5s. 6d. a word, while at the same time one could be sent to Vladivo-
stock for 4d. per word. I beg to second the Resolution.

Sir Preperick Young (Hon, Vice-President): I riseto heartily sym-
pathize with and support the Resolution which has been moved by the
Vancouver Board of Trade. We have taken a very active part in this
question for some length of time. Only a few months ago the British
Empire League had a meeting at the Central Committee Room of the
House of Commons, at which the Duke of Devonshire took the chair, and
a Resolution was passed unanimously in favour of this very object. I took
an active part in regard to that matter. We are very much disappointed
indeed that from some cause or other this important question has been
allowed to sleep, and we most heartily wish that no time should be lost
in urging our Government to tuke steps with the Colonial Governments,
for the purpose of carrying out this very great national gquestion to a
satisfactory conclusion.

Mr. B. Prunner (Newcastle Chamber) :—I wish to refer to the fact
that the Chamber of Commerce of Newcastle, England, which I have the
honour of representing, has long held very strongly with the opinion that
it is most desirable that postal and telegraph routes should, as far as pos-
sible, go entirely through the British Ewpire. I bad the honour of sub-
mitting the Resolution to the last Congress in the exact words of the one
that stands in the name of Newcastle at the present time, and which is now
merged into the general Resolution which has been proposed by Sin
Edward Sassoon. I have also had the privilege of moving Resolutions in
in the same sense at the Associated Chambers of Commerce. I moved one
at Belfast last autumn, and upon that was based a memorial to Mr.
Chamberlain, strongly urging, and expressing regret in the delay of, the
completion of the negotiations with respect to the Pacific cable, and strongly
urging that the original proposal of contributing towards the scheme the
sum of £25,000 a year should be set aside in favour of contributing a
lump sum of money, and making the cable Imperial property. I have very
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great pleasure in supporting the Resolution as it has been proposed.

Dr. G. H. Parrin (Toronto Board of Trade) : I regret to find that Sir
Edward Sassoon has taken more the line of criticism of the details of
the Eastern Extension Company than in presenting the all-important
Imperial question which is involved in the general Resolution which has
been presented. What is the position ? It has been written in words of fire
during the last few months all over the world—the question that where you
have a ring of nations goinground the world uniting for common action
on great national purposes, it has become a supreme necessity of our
national life that we ghould in the easiest, most ready, and instant manner
be in communication with every part. Look at the condition of our cables
on the Coast of Africa during the war! At the very critical time we found
that these cables were not arranged sufficiently to carry out the work that
was required. Look at the tremendous interests which would be involved
if we were engaged in a war, if we had no cables by means of which we
could communicate with our Colonies. The only point of safety is by
having an all-round British route going across Canada. (Cheers.) We
have cables across the Atlantic and across North America and to South
Africa, and if you only complete the Pacific cable, you have the means of
instant communication around the whole world. What can be more im-
portant than that ? But wbat are we all working for ? We have just passed
a Resolution with regard to the commercial relations between the Mother
Country and the Colonies, and the effects of them. Why, to-day there isa
thousand pounds spent in telegraphing betiveen Australia and the Mother
Country alone, and that is what facilitates tho amazing interchange of
communications that goes on. There is scarcely a thing that happens but
what it is communicated to you. A ship goes down and a report is sent
immediately to you, and the next day the news has been circulated broad-
cast. What is the use of our Imperial forces, and making all our military
arrangements, unless we have what is the most important matter of all,
viz., the extreme mobility which is given to the Imperial forces by cable
communications, and the instant means of communication with every part
of the world? I say the most crying wrong that goes on to-day in an all-
world-round Empire such as ours where people for reasons of avocation,
and business and military reasons, and individual reasons, desire to be in
instant touch with each other—the greatest wrongand the greatest scourge
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that I know of to-day is the fact that the Eastern Extension Company has
been able for the last ten years to resist us without allowing us even an
hearing. (Chcers.) Therefore, Isay, thisgreat Conference will strengthen
the bands of those who are working with regard to this question. Before
sitting down, I want to say a word or two with regard to what Lord Sel-
borne said. In making his opening speech he said that the contracts were
already out for the cables. We have been trying for that for the last seven
years. We met in a Conference with delegates from all parts of the world,
and it was agreed that the thing must be done at once, but to this day the
Bastern Extension Company has stood as a permanent barrier in the way.
Why it is done, and what is the cause of the state of things which prevails
in London we do not know, but we know that we have run against it as
against a rock, and that to-day we are paying about three times as much
as it is necessary to pay for the communication that goes on between the
different parts of the world. Let us bold closely to what Lord Selborne
has said; he has stated publicly and clearly that contracts are now being
called for. If the suggestion is adopted, enormous advantages will accrue.
‘We can cut the rate to Australia at once by one-half, and the enormous
consequent advantages will soon make our British people approve of it.
Youmust let it be known that you are not going to have inter-communica-
tion either for military purposes or business purposes interfered with
by the wants of any Company, however high the dividends they pay,
however much they may water their stock, or however much social influence
they may command in the centre of the Empire. (Cheers.)

The Cuairman: I will now put the Resolution as follows :—

“That this Congress desires to call special attention to the necessity
of completing the All.British Pacific Cable, not only on commercial grounds,
but in the intcrests of the Imperial security.”

¢ That this Congress recommends that support should be given to the
action which the Imperial Telegraph Committee of the House of Commons
is taking with the view of placing the important matter of electrical com-
munication between the United Kingdom, India, and the British Colonies
and Dependencies on a footing commensurate with present conditions of

Inter-Imperial and Colonial relations.”

“ That copies of this Resolution be addressed to the Prime Minister,

the First Lord of the Treasury, the Chancellor of the Exchequer, the
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Secretary of State for India, the Secretary of State for the Colonies, the
Postmaster-General, and the Governors of the self-governing Colo:ﬁes
u.rging that every reasonable opportunity may be given in Pa.rria,ment fo;
discussion of the position of the Telegraph Companies in relation to the
Government, with a view to an immediate and satisfactory solution being
found for the very serious grievances under which the Commercial and
Indtu’s:trial Communities of the Empire have been labouring for a long time
past.

“That in view of the great object to be attained, this Congress i
strongly of the opinion that it would be wise policy to make full p:ovision
for ultimate State ownership in any arrangements hereafter made to lay
cables, by private Companies, between British possessions in any part of
the globe.”

“That this Congress recommends that the principle of State ownership
be especially provided for in the cable proposed to be laid by a private
Company between South Africa and Australia.”

“That this Congress urges upon Her Majesty’s Government the im.
portan.ce of instituting a searching investigation by the Departmental
Committee, promised by the Government, into hoth the shortcomings and
t}?e. merits of a private system of cables, and consequently into the lzlesira.-
bility or otherwise of adopting such a course or policy in the future as
would lead to the ultimate expropriation of private cables, and the
establishment of State owned cables throughout the Empire, anzl to report
thc:ﬁor:, at the earliest opportunity, such report to be accessible to the
public.

The Resolution was put and unanimously agreed to.

O

The Re-Survey of Eastern Seas.

THe LoNpoN CHAMBER er CoMyERCrE,
Botolph House, Eastcheap,

Lowpon, E. C., 81st August, 1900.
Fourth Congress of Chambers of Commerce of the Empire, J une, 1900

Dear Sir,—Sir Thomas Jackson, the dlelegate from yonr Chnmber,
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moved a Resolution in regard to the necessity for the re-survey of c.he
dangerous channels and coast-lines in Eastern Seas, and which Resolution
was duly carried and forwarded to the Foreign Office.

I enclose herewith copy of our letter to the Foreign Office and the
Premier’s reply. Perhaps you can let me have some further inf'ormation on
the subject in order that I ean again communicate with the Foreign Office.—

Yours, &e.,
KENRIC B. MURRAY, Secretary.

The SECRETARY, HONGKONG CHAMBER OF COMMERCE.

Fourth Congress of Chambers of Commerce,

Londoxn, 26th July, 1900.

Your Lordship,—We have the honour to transmit to you the fol-
lowing Resolution on the subject of the necessity for a re-survey of t.he
dangerous chanuels and coast-lines in the Eastern Seas, which Resolution
was unanimously passed by the above Congress i—

«That in consequence of the rapid increase in the numbers, tonnage,
and speed of steamers employed in the trade, and the fre(}u-eut
discovery in some tracks of sunken rocks not recorded on ex.lstm’g
¢harts, the facts should be bronght to the notice of Her Majesty’s
Government that it is necessary to have made, with as little delay
as possible, a thorough re-survey of the navigable chaunels and
coast-lines in Eastern Seas.”

In view of the fact that Her Majesty’s Navy is now so fully occupied
in Eastern waters, the present is not thought to be an opportune moment for
making further remarks upon the resolution.

We are, however, requested to respectfully urge the importance of the
matter in the interests of British shipping, and to express the hope that
when the present troubles in the Far East are over the matter may not be
lost sight of by Her Majesty’s Government.—We are, &c.,

ALBERT G. SaANDEMAN, President.

Kenric B. Murray, Secretary.

The Most Noble the Marquess of Salisbury.
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Foreign Office,
Londlon, Angust 28th, 1900.

Sir,—I aun directed by the Marquess of Salisbury to inform you that
your letter of the 28th nltimo, calling attention to the necessity for a re-
snrvey of the navigable channels and eoast-lines in Eastern Seas, was referred
tothe Lords Commissioners: of the Admiralty.

Their Lordships state that for upwards of sixty years the Admiralty
have sent vessels to survey the Eastern Seas, and under their directions the
main routes from the Indian Ocean, through the China Sea to Japan, as well
as a great part of the coasts of China, Palawan Island, Borneo, Siam, the
Malay Peninsula, &c., have been charted.  They state further that the main
routes through the China Sea and along the China Coast are now as con-
fidently navigated as any part of the world, and that the Congress of the
Chambers of Commerce must have been misinformed regarding the state of
the knowledge of the Eastern Seas at present possessed by the Admiralty—
knowledge whicl, though not perfect, is still so far advanced that no general
re-survey of main routes is at all necessary.

Their Lordships add that from the past rccord of the work executed by
their orders in Eastern Waters, the Congress may feel sure that the import-

ance of the trafficin these waters is not hy any means overlooked by them.
—J1 am, &c.,

F. H. VILLIERs,
The Secretary, Fonrth Congress of
Chammbers of Commeree of the Fanpire.

Hoxekove GENkRAL CraMBER OF COMMERCE,
ITexcKkONG, 2:5ih Octoler, 1900.

DEAR Sir,—TI am in receipt of your letter of the 31st August enciosing
copy of your letter to the For:ign Office.of the 20th July transmitting the
resolntion moved by Sir Thomas Juacksou in regard to the necessity for the
re-survey of the nuvigable channels and coast-lines in Eastern Seas and the
reply thereto, dated 28th Angust, for whieh I am directed to express the

obligations of this Chamber.

In reply to vour request.for some further informatiou on the subjeet, I

heg leave to enclose, en a separate memorandum, a list of certain of the
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disasters that have oceurred and the hiclden dangers involuntarily diseovered
during the past ten years, ¢rom which I think it will he apparent that there
is still room for further research by the surveying vessels in these seas.

While urging that much remains to be done- to endeavour to make the
voutes followed by shipping safe from sudden disaster, my Committee wixh
to record their high appreciation of the magniticent work done Ly the
surveying vessels of Her Majesty’s Fleet, to the immense value of which
constant testimony is heing Dborne. The commanders of the namerons
transports from India have expressed their admiration of the general necuracy
of the charts and their snrprisc at the excellent manner in which the Coast
of China is now lighted and bouyed, the credit for the latter, of course,
being due to the well managed Light Department of, the C'hinese In-
perial Maritime customs. At the same time, there ean be no doulit that,
while so much has been accomplished, there still remains some very import-
ant work for the surveying ships to do. The fact, that two of er Majesty’s
crnisers have quite recently been placed in serious danger—the Fmpériense
hy touching on a rock in Amoy harbour, and the Bonaventure hy grounding
on another at the entrance to Korniloff Bay, in Corca—is suthicient warrant
for energetic continuance of the efforts to diseover the still imknown dangers
in Eastern Seas.

It should not he forgotten, moreover, that the tonnage of vessels in
these waters has increased enormonsly of late years, and that the heaten
tracks are not always followed. The navigation by sea-going vessels iz, too,
carried on much closer to the coast than formerly, and the China coast is
noted for pinnacle rocks, which dangersare very difficult to \liscover.—I am,
&e.,

R. CHATTERTON WILCOX, Secretary.
Kenric B. Murray, Esq., Secretary,
Lonpox CHAMBER or COMMERCE.

( Enclosure. )

List of Unchartered Danyers discovered during past seven Years.

12th June, 1893.—A rock with 4 fathoms on it at low watet discovered

in the channel between Waglan and Sunking Islands, just outside Hong-

kong.

Al
o)

9
...9(',11‘ August, 1893.—A rocky patch of 6 to 10 fathoms, lying midway
between Haitan and Turnabout Islands, reported. “
2f)th March, 1894.—Shoal patch, having from 6% to 7 fathoms fine
sand, in Shanghai District, lat, 32° 18'80"” N., long. 122° 27" E., reported by
3 - . 1L4 o [-
British steamer Feilung, Admiralty chart shows from 18 to 20 fathoms,
26th December, 1894.—British steamer Taisang reported having
| pt o
touched some danger with Chapel Istand bearing S. 67° E. true, distant

5 3 . b :
4% miles, where Admiralty chart No. 1,760 shows between 10 and 11
fathoms.

17th September, 1897.—Rocky patch about two-thirds of a cable long

. . . 1
in N.E. Py E.and S.W. by S. direction, by about one-third of a cable wide
and having two pinnacles near its middle on which there is a depth of not
more than 3 feet of low water of spring tides, discovered south of mid-
channel in Malow-chow Pass.

6th March, 1898.—Rock with a depth on it of 10 feet 11 inches at low
water, discovered in Amoy harbour.

. 2?1;11 April, 1898.—Rocky patch about half a cable long in a N, to S.
direction by about § of a cable wide and having two pinnacles, about 30
yards apart, near its centre on which there is not a depth of more than 4
feet at low water of spring tides, discovered iz Cow’s Horn Pass, near
vorthern entrance to Haitan Straits and named the Namoa Rock. (The
steamer Namoa stiuck on this then unchartered danger on 3rd October
1897, and became a total wreck.) ’

; 14th February, 1899.—A rock was discovered by S, M. S. Kaiser in
g Samsah Bay, lat. 26° 37' 42" N. and long. 119° 46' 88" E., on which there
is only a depth of about 31 metresat low water, where Admiralty chart
No. 1,988 shows a depth of 10 fathoms. (This danger was in July
following marked by a black conical buoy.)

10th April, 1899.—The master of the s.s. Chingtu reported to have
grounded on this date ou an unchartered shoal off North coast of Australia
approximate bearings being lat. 10° 47’ 8., long. 132° 83" E., Cape Croke;
bearing S. 18° B, clistant about eleven miles,

1st to 8th July, 1899.—H.M.S. DBenaventure grounded on an unseen
rock at entrance to Korniloff Bay on the coast of Corea.

21st October, 1899.—Two rocks discovered southward of Namoa Island,
coast of China, having 18 feet of water of spring tides. They have been
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named respectively Tamsui Rock and Kaipan Rock.

11th June, 1900.—The master of the s.s. Kweilin reported that his
ship struck bottom at 4.50 a.m. ob 4th June with East Point Namoa Island
bearing N. true and Three Chimney Bluff bearing S. 70° W. true, the
vessel then drawing at the point of contact (bilge keel) about 14 feet.
Admiralty chart No. 1,957 shows at this place 14 fathoms water.

(A notice to mariners, issued 10th August, announces, however, that
this iocality was carefully sounded and swept with weight lines and no
obstruction found, the least depth obtained being 12 fathoms.)

r

Proposal for better Control of Masters, &c., of Steam
Launches.

PENINSULAR & ORIENTAL SiEAM NAVIGATION Co.,
HongxoxG, 15th @ctober, 1900.

Drag Sig,—With reference to the attached memorandum, which I
have been asked to place before the Committee of the Chamber, I propose
at the next meeting to suggest that the Government be approached with «
view to the adoption of a system of “continuous record certificates” for the
masters and engineers of steam launches holding certificates of competency
from the Harbour Department, such certificates to be a record of service
from the time the certificates of competency were issued: they sbould
specify place of Lirth and other particulars of family, &c., every change of
employment and character given by each employer, as well as reasi)n 'for
leaving: a photograph should accompany the certificate, also a description
of the man, and, if necessary, these latter should be renewed from time to
time.

All endorsements on the certificate should be made by the Harbour
Master, and a duplicate copy should be kept for future reference at the
Harbour Department.

If the same system could be extended to embrace all firemen and sail-
ors, so much the better, but even if it is confined to masters and enginecrs
it will be some kind of protection to the launch owners, who are apparently
in futwre to be responsible for any acts of piracy committed by their
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launches, uo matter whether the crew are implicated or not.

Perhaps you will be so lrind as to ask permission of the Chairman to
circulate thisletter amongst the Committee, so that members may come to
the meeting prepared to malke wny amendments that occur to them.—
I am, &e.,

A. M. MARSHALL.
Tue SecRETARY, HHoNGEONG GEXNERAL
CHAMBER OF COMMERCE.

(Jnclosure.)
NEW LAUNCH @RDINANCE.

The Government will have power to compel launch coxswaius to
deposit $1,000 security, and although they may not exercise this power
with regard to European owned launches, it is unlikely that they will
refrain from doing it, sooner or later,

In that event we shall have no alternative but to find the security
ourselves, because the coxswains could not as a rule find $100 security,
much less $1,000. -

The evil lies in the fact that these men (who come of the fishermen
class) are not sufficiently under control. Having no family village like
other Chinese, they cannot be so eusily traced through friends or relatives.
Consequently they are coxswains one day, pirates the next, and fishermen
the next, and the police would find it difficult to get a man they wanted.

Su that presuming the Government compel the owner to deposit
$1,000 (for that is what it really amounts to) it simply means that if
coxswain turns pirate, the owner of the launch unot only runs a risk of
losing his launch, but $1,000 as well. Under existing arrangements, the
owner, be he European or Chinese, has absolutely no power over the men.

The demand for their services is go great thatthey never want for
employment; and their wages are so high that they can afford to be idle
for months. The coxswain can smash up the launch, the engineer can ruin
the engines, and the only redress is to have their certificates suspended,
which means they take a holiday and get auothcr billet as soon as they get

“back. In fact, I have heard that it is possible for & man, whose certificate
has been suspended, to go to the Harbour Office and get another certificate,
owing to there being no efficient system of identification.
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What is wanted is a “Continuous Record Certificate,” such as that
which I believe is being introduced by the Board of Trade at home for
seamen, whereby a man’s career can be traced from start to finish.

BEvery chauge of employment, every offence committed by the man,
should be endorsed by the Harbour Master (not the employer) on the
certificate.

Employers should be given the opportunity of having instances of
neglect endorsed on the certificate. The photo. should be changed once a
year. A full description of the man (such as that given to soldiers) should
be stated on the certificate so that he can be effectually ideutified.

A record of the endorsement should be kept by the Police so that the
man cannot destroy evidences of his identity. Further it should be illegal
to employ any man, coxswain, engineer, fireman or sailor, without such
certificate, and without the employment being first recorded on the back.

Epwarp OsBORNE.

Hovgroxe GENERAL CHAMBER OF COMMERCE,
Hongroxe, 24th October, 1900.

Sir,—I have the honour to inform you that, at Monday’s meeting of
the General Committee of this Chamber, the following resolution was
unanimously adopted ;—

“That the Government be approached by the Committee of the
Chamber of Commerce with a view to aduption of a system of
‘continuous record certificates’ for the masters and engineers of
steam launches holding certificates of competency from the
Harbour Department, such certificates to be a record of service
from the time the certificates of competency were issued.”

The need for more cffective control over these men than is at present
possessed by launch owners, has been gradually forced on their notice Ly
the ease with which they sccure fresh employment after discharge for
misconduct or gross carelessness, it being, under existing circumstances, a
simple matter to obtain a new post within a week after discharge. If the
certificates issued to them were continuous, such lapse being duly recorded
therein and change of employment registered, some guarantee for their
good conduct and efficiency would be provided.

Another consideration, and that of no little importance, is the growing
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frequency of seizures of steam-launches for piratical purposes and the
consequent necessity for having persons in charge whose antecedents are
well known and who are not likely to be in collusion with pirates.

The Committee hope, therefore, that His Bixcellency the Governor
will join with themn in recognising that steam-launch owners are not at
present sufficiently protected against liability to loss and disaster through
the action of the persons in charge of these vessels, and that some effective
measures should be taken to bring them nnder properr supervision and
control.  If the continuous record system could be extended to the sailors
employed on the steam-launches, a still better guarantee for the safety of
those craft would be gained.

The Havbour Master and the Captain Superintendent of Police would,
it i believed, find little difficulty iu working out the details of such a
system, which should, of course, as at present, provide for the attachment
of a photograph of the holder to each certificate, to be renewed as often as
may be deemed necessary for purposes of identification.—1I have, &e.,

R. CHATTERTON WILCOX, Sceretary.

ITox, COoLONIAL SECRETARY.

Coroxiar SeEcrerary’s OFLsICE,
Honarone, 26th Oectober, 1900.

SIe,—I am directed to acknowledge the receipt of your letter of the
24th instant, forwarding a resolution by the Chamber regarding a system
of continuous record certificates for the masters and engineers of steam-
launches, and to state that this matter has already been engaging the
attention of this Government.

A further communication will be addressed to you in due course,.—
I have, &ec.,

J. H. STEWART LOCKHART,
Colonial Secretary.
SECRETARY, CHAMBER o COMMERCE.

CorLoNiAL SECRETARY’S OFFICR,
Ho~cerong, 13th November, 1900.
Sir,—In continuation of my letterr {No. 1,987) of the 26th ultimo, I
am directed to inform you that the Government is desirous of being
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supplied with the fullest information ou the subject of the proposed system
of continuous record certificates for the masters and engineers of steam-
launches, before coming to a decision as to whether the system should be
adopted. TFor this purpose it is proposed to appoint a Committee to
consider the suhject and report thereon to the Government. If the
Chamber of Commerce will be good enough to nominate two of its
Members, His Excellency the Governor will be pleased to appoint two
Officers of the Government—-the Captain Superintendent of Police and the
Acting Harbour Master—to join them on the proposed Committee. If the
suggestion meets with the approval of the Chamber, I am to request you
to fnrnish at yonr convenience t.he names of the gentlemen nominated.—
I bave, &ec.,
J. H. STEWART LOCKHART,

Colonial Secretary.

‘The SECRETARY,
CuamsEr or Coyoierce, Hongkong.

HovoxoNg GENERAL CHAMBER or COMMERCE,
Hoxacikong, 16th November, 1900.

Str,—I beg leave to acknowledge receipt of your letter of the 15th

instant, in reference to the proposed system of continuous record

certificates for the masters and engineers of steam-launches, stating that it

is proposed to appoint a Committee to consider the subject and report to
the Government and asking this Chamber to nominate two of its Members

to serve thereon.

In reply, I am instructed by the Committee to submit the names of
Messrs. A. M. Marshall and D. R. Law for the approval of His Excellency
the Governor, those gentlemen having signified their readiness to serve on

such Clommittee.—1 have, &ec.,
R. CHATTERTON WILCOX, Sccretary.

Hon. COLONIAL SECRET.ARY.

(C'01.ON1A1, SECRETARY’S @FFICE,
HoncicoNg, 20th November, 1900.

Str,— With reference to your letter of the 16th instant, and previous
correspondence, I am directed to inform you that His Excellency the
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Governor has been pleased to appoint Messis. A, M. Marshall and D. R.
Law to be members of a Committee to consider the proposed system of
continuous-record certificates.

The Captain Superintendent of Police and Acting Harbour Master
have been requested to place themselves in communication with those
gentlemen without delay,—T have, &ec.,

J.H. STEWART LOCKHART, Colonial Secretary.

The Seeretary to the Cusyper or CouMercr.

Report of Commitiee on Continmons Service Records for Chinese
Masters and Engineers of Stewm Launches.

It was unanimously resolved that the following recommendations be
made: —

1. T'hat every launch owner shall report to the Harhour Master the
nitme of, and number of the certificate held by, every launch waster and
engineer engaged by him, within 48 hours of such encagement.

2. That every launch owner shall report to the Harbonr Master the
name of, and number of certificate held by, every lannch master and
engineer discharged by him, giving the reason for such discharge, wit hin
48 honrs of such discharge.

W

8. That every launch master and engineer, holding a certificate, shall,
on engagenient, produce such certificate to the Harbowr Master, and shall
pay a fee of fifty cents fov registration.

4. That every launch master aud engineer shall, on discharge, report
such discharge to the Harbonr Master within 48 howrs of sueh d ischarge,
producing kis certificate, '

5. That a record he kept in the Harbonr Master’s Offive, setting forth
the dates of each engagement and discharge of each certificated launch
master «nd engineer, also, the reason of his discharge, and all complaints
and charges against him, and the punishments awarded Ly the Mariue ov
other Magistrate or the Harbonr Master.

This record fo be open to inspection by launch owners or their
representatives.

A fee of fifty cents to be charged for registration of engagement.
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Tt was pointed out by the Acting Harbour Master that this scheme
would involve an increase in the clerical staff at the Harbour Office.

R |
Quarantine Restrictions.

[ToxGkONG GENERAL CiaMBER 0F COMMERCE.
[TovckoNG, 12th September, 1300.

Srr,—I am instructed by my Committee to ask you to be good enough
to bring to the notice of His Excellency the Governor the fact that the
Bubonic Plague is no longer epidemic in the Colony,—the few sporadic
cases are decreasing—and to beg that he will, as soon as practicable, give
instructions for the issue of a clean bill of health to the port, to the end -
that the modified quarantine restrictions still imposed by Singapore and
other places against it may he removed.—I bave, &e.,

R. CIIATTERTON WILCOX, Secrefary.

Hon. F. . May, ¢, Acting Colonial Seeretary.

Cor.oNIAL SECRETARY'S OFFICE,
Hoxcrone, 14th September, 1900.
Str,--T am directed to acknowledge the receipt of your letter of the

12th instant, and to inform you that the Medical Officer of Health will
issue a clean Dbill of bealth to the port as soon as seven consecntive days
bave passed without the occarrcnce of a case of plague, this heing the
usual practice.»—I bave, &c.,

F. H. MAY, Act. Colonial Secretary.

The SEcrRETARY TO TBE CHAMBER oF COMMERCE.

Hongkong GENERAL CuaMBER OF COMMERCE,
HonekoNG, 24th October, 1900.
Str,—Adlverting to my letter of the 12th ultimo on the subject of

granting a clean Dbill of bealth to this port, I am instructed by my
Committee to again bring the question to the consideration of the

Government.
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It is now considerably more thin a month since the plague ceased to
be epidemic, but isolated sporadic cases continue to occur, at intervals, and
it seews possible that if the practice hitherto ruling be insisted upon, viz.,
that seven consecutive days pass without a case of plague occurring, the
date when the port can he declared free from infection may be indefinitely
post.poned.

The Committee are given to understand thal Swatow has been
declared by the Straits Governwent free from infection, though it is quite
possible that sporadic cases may still occur there. May it not be fairly
concluded that a port is only infected when a discase is epidemic there ?

Will you Le good cnouyh to bring to the attention of His Excellency
the Governor the enormous loss that these quarantine restrictions, which
the Committee respectfully submitare now quite unnecessary, are causing
to ship-owners and merchants as well as to trade generally, and ask him to,
if possible, take steps to bring about their cessation f—I have, &e.,

R. CHATTERTON WILCOYX, Secretary.

Hon. COLONIAL SECKETARY.

COLONIAL SECRETARY’S OFILICE,
Honexona, 7th November, 1900.

Srr,—In reply to your letter of the 24th ultimo, I am directed to
inform you that the (Hovernment fully sympathises with the views of
the Chamber regarding the loss caused to Merchants and Shipowners
by a rigid adberence to the terms of the Venice Convention, by which
ten days (not seven, as stated in your letter) must clapse without the
occurrence of a case of plague before clean bills of health can be issued to
thisport. I am to inform you, however, that this Government has been
legally advised that as the Celony has joined the Convention it must
adbere without reserve to all its terms. The Colony was urged by the
Secretary of Statc fur the Colonies and by the unanimous recommendition
of the Sanitary Board to enter into the number of those who were parties
to the Treaty, and any failure to obsetve its restrictions would probally
meet with disapproval.

2. I am glad, however, to’inform you that the Government has just
been informed that ten clear days bave now elapsed without a case of
plague, and His Ezcellency has ordered clean bills of health to be issued to
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the port at once.—I have, &c.,
J. H. STEWART LOCKHART,
Colonial Secretary.

The Secretary to the Creaunii or COMMERCE.

R

The Publication of Quarantine Regulations.
Honckong, 14th Junuary, 1901.

DA Sir,—You are doubtless aware that several steamers which
u 1)

have lately arrived from Singapore have Deen fined in smns varyiug from

895 to $250 for neglecting to hoist the yellow flag and to proceed direct to

the quarantine anchorage as required by a Government Notiﬁc:,ation issue'd
on the 28th November last. We believe we are correct in saying that thfs
Notification was published only in the Government Gazetle, and to this is
to be attributed] the fact of its escaping general attention, as shown by the
cases of unintentional infringement, to which we have referred.
We feel that heavy fines inflicted under such circumstances constitute
a very real grievance, and we bespeak therefore the good offices o‘f f,he
Chamber in representing to the Government the desirability. of giving
greater publicity to notices of such an important nature. This could be
done either by special intimation through the Chamber or by advertiscment
in one or more of the local newspapers which are more generally read than
tbe Government Gazette.— We are, &c.,
JARDINE, MATHESON & Co, General Managers,
T1.do-China Steam Navigation Co., Ld.
BUTTERFIELD & SWIRE, Ageuts,
China Navigation Co., Ld.
A. M. MARSHALL, Acting Superintendcut,
P, & O. S. N. Ce.
BRADLEY & Co., Agents, Shan Steamers.

r ~ ' s kT e AN [} 2 [} }I-
R. CuarrerroNy Wincox, Esq., Secretary, GexpraL Crayser or Co

MERCE.
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HencxoNe GrNERAL CHAMBER OE COMMERCE,
Hoxgxroxng, 22nd January, 1901.

Sie,—The cases of certain steamers recently fined by the Police
Magistrate for neglecting to hoist the ysllow flag and to proceed direct to
to the quarantine anchorage as required by 2 Goveroment Notification
issued on the 28th November last, have received the attention of my
Committee, who feel persnaded that the infringement of the law was not
only unintentional but was also due to no default of the commanders of
the respective vessels. It isevidentthatafinecan only properly be imposed
when it is clear that the master of a vessel has wilfully disregarded the
Government Regulations, and ignorance could hardly be pleaded bhad
reasonable publicity been given to those regulations. But in practice what
really takes place? A steamer arrives at Singapore aud in wany instances
stays there only long enough to coal and then proceeds on ber voyage. If
the consignee is aware of the quarantine imposed he will inform the master,
who of course will abide thereby. But what is the position of the mauster
who has no consignee and no agents? It is manifest that through no fault
of his own he will be fined by the Magistrate in Hongkong for not hoisting
the yellow flag and proceeding to the quarantine anchorage. To expose a
master and his owners to fine under such circumstances seems to the
Committee both vexatious and unjust. They are also of opinion that.
considering the special circumstances under which the fines above referred
to were inflicted, they have good ground for asking His Excellency the
Governor to either remit them altogether or reduce them to a nominal
amount.

At the same time, believing that it is far from the desire of the
Government to augment the number of State created offences, the
Committee beg respectfully to suggest that greater publicity should in
future be given to such importaut notifications than the mere publication
thereof in the pages of the “Government Gazette,” which has a very
limited circulation. Notice might be inserted in the local daily papers, and
the Harbour Authorities at Singapore should be requested to inform
masters of vessels bound for this port of all quarantine regulations against
vessels leaving that Colony. That might readily be done by handing them
printed slips containing any new quarantine regulations.—I have, &c.,

R. CHATTERTON WILCOX, Secretary.

Hon. COLONIAL SECRETARY.
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No. 263. COLONIAL SECRETARY'S OFFICE,
11oNGEONG, 4th February, 1901.

Ste,—In reply to your letter of the 22nd ultimo, respecting the
publication of the quarantine regulations in Honglkong, I am directed to
inform you that, in view of the fact that a telegram was sent on the 28th
Novewber to the Colonial Secretary of the Straits Settlements, to the
effect that Singapore had been declared an infected port and that all
vessels arriving here from that port must go into quarantine anchorage,
and that a notification was duly published in the Gazette, a eopy of which
is regularly sent to the Chamber of Commerce, His Excellency the
Governor cannot consider that the notice given was insufficient.

I am to add that it would appear to be one of the first duties of those
connected with shipping to wmake themselves acquainted with the
Government publications in the authorized Gazettc.—I have, &c.,

J. . STEWART LOCKHART, Colonial Secretary.

"The Secretary, CHAMBER OF COMMERCE.

HongkONG GENERAL CraysEr eF COMMERCE,
HoxckoNG, 9th February, 1901.

S1r,—Sevcral steamers recently arriving from Singapore having been
Leavily fined by the Police Magistrate for neglecting to hoist the yellow
flag on arrival and proceeding direct to the quarantine anchorage through
ignorance of the fact that Singapore had been declared an infected port
by the Honglkong Governwent, my Committee would be glad to learn
from you what publicity was given at your port to the notification sent to
the Colonial Secretary of the Straits Settlements on the 28th November
last. :
The masters of the various vessels fined for breach of the quarantine
regulations pleaded that it was an involuntary ofence, inasmuch as they
had received no intimation at Singapore that the port bad been declared
infected by Honglkong. If this be the case, it seems to my Committce most
unrcasonable to hold masters responsible for contravention of regulations

the existence of which was unknown to them.

The Committee will be glad, therefore, if your Comuiittee can see
their way to assist them with the above information, and would be further
indebted if your Chamber could induce the Government of the Straits
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Settlements to instruct the Harbour Authorities at Singapore to keep
masters of vessels leaving port informed of any new quarantine regulations
that may affect them.—1I am, &ec.,

R. CHATTERTON WILCOX, Secretary.
Arex. J. Guxx, Esq, Secretary, SiNGAPORE CuaMsER or COMMERCE.

Hoxexoxe GENERAL CiraMBiEr or COMMERCE,
Hongxoxg, 11th February, 1901.

Sir,—I beg leave to acknowledge receipt of your letter (No. 263) of
the 4th instant, replying to this Chamber’s representations regarding the
publication of quarantine regulations in Honglong, to the effect that His
Excellency the Governor cannot consider that the notice given was
insufficient.

While admitting that the notification was duly published in the
Government Gazette, the Committee still maintain that such publication
would not necessarily reach the master of a steamer passing through
Singapore on his way to Hongkong. It is a common practice for steamers
to call at Singapore for a few hours only in order to coal, and unless there
is a carefully organised system observed in Singapore to inform shipmasters
of any regulations that may affect them, it is certain tbat many must go to
sea in ignorance of them. When quarantine is imposed in Hongkeng on
vessels arriving from Singapore there is no doubt the Hongkong agents as
a rule wire the fact to the agents m Singapore, who, in turn, inform the
masters of vessels consigned to them; but some steamers bound for this
port and China passing through Singapore have no agents or consignees
there, especially those carrying coal from Cardiff, and these are liable to
fine on arrival here. The reasonable course would seem to he that the
Harbour Master in Singapore should send a printed notification of
quarantine here on board each steamer.—1I have, &c.,

R. CHATTERTON WILCOX, Secretarv.
Hon. Cor.oNIAL SECRETARY.

No. 323. Co1.0N1AL SECRETARY’S OFFICE,
IHoNGrONG, 11th February, 1901.
Sie,—In continuation of my letter of the 4th instant, I am directed to
torward for the information of your Committee the enclosed copy of a
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letter from the Acting Colonial Secretary o

the 28th ultimo.—I have, &c., .
} J. H. STEWART LOCKHART, Colonial Secretary.

£ the Straits Settlements dated

b L4 > ) 1 .‘ 5 ‘E-
The SEereTsRy, Titk CIIAMBER OF COMMERC

Colonial Secretary’s @ffice,
Singapore, 28th Janunary, 1901

Sir,—The attention of the Officer Administering the Government
be ww i aptai .S.
having been drawn to au account of the trial of the Captain of the S

o] i ¥ "eq f tl]b Quﬁrﬂ-ntine
K 2 ) f"konﬂ on h(‘! 9 h 1ns ﬂd‘lt, fol l)l e'l,ch (0]
& ’l(/"nsd’ng ab HO“-‘} { t I3 t 2 ‘

2ules of that port, from which it appears that tbe. flefenda.n : &
e had no knowledge of the fact that the authorities of H.ong ong -mt
declared Singapore an infected port, I am directed by His I—g)nom]be(:.
inform you that on the receipt of your telegram of the 28th - ov:::t "
last notifying this Government of the action taken by tPe GOVEI.I'IID

were taken to publish the information on the

skong, immediate steps
R jon to the same

99th November last, in the local newspapers, & notificat "
offect appearing in the Gazette issued on the following day.—I have, &c.,
W. Eaerton, Acting Colonial Secretary,

Straits Settlements.

The Honourahle The Colonial Secretary, ITongkong.

S

-Amoy and the Fermosa Tea Trade.

AmoY GENERAL CHAMBER OF COMMERCE,
Amoy, 20th April, 1900.

Str,—I beg leave to enclose copy
addressed to Sir E, Satow, K.C.M.G.,
the subject of Tea Duties in Formosa.

The (hamber will be grateful to you
support of its representations.— I am, &c,

FRANC!S CASS, Chairman.
R. M. Gray, Esq, Chairman,

HoxakoNc GENERAL CuaMiER of COMMERCE.

of u letter dated Sth instant,
Her Majesty’s Minister at Tolio, on

if you can take any action in
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Amoy General Chamber of Commerce,
Amoy, 5th April, 1900.

Your Excellency,—This Chamber begs to acknowledge receipt of your
despateh dated 18th December last, the contents of which have reccived
carefnl consideration, and it has Ueen resolved to again address you on the
subject of export duties on teas shipped from Formosa.

The complaint whieh this Chamber makes is that the Japanese

 Government since the 3rd August last, despite the protests of shippers in

Formosa, has levied and continues to levy a discriminating duty on ‘Teas
shipped from Formosa in the following way:—

1. 1f shipped #id Japan for the United States and Earope a levy called
a “Harbonr Tax” of Yeun 1.00 per picul is made. This tea can then DLe
exported from Japan without further paymeut of duty.

2, If shipped to the United States and Europe »id any port in China
or vid Honglkong or elsewhere, other than Japan, an export duty of Yen
1.60 per picul is levied.

If shipped vid Hongkong and Japan for the Uniterd States asd Europe
the duty of Yen 1.60 is still charged. ‘Thus making the duty clearly one
on a particular route.

It is true, as you point out, that the difference is but 60 sea per picul,
but the Chamber submits that the actaal amount is not so much the point
as the principle involved, which if allowed to pass uncombated, leaves no
safeguard that the ditference may not be accentuated wuetil British
shipping and the choice of the Suez route are handicapped out of existence.

Buritish merchants in Amoy are vitally interested in the Formosa tea
trade, it having been developed by them from absoluteiy nothing under
the Chinese sovereignty of the Island. Hitherto Amoy has heeu the em-
porinm of Formosa teas, whence they are shipped to the United Stutes and
Europe, aud to Java and the Straits, noue being consumed in Japan and
practically wone in Chiny either, Amoy is the nearest port to Fovmosa
available for ocean steamers, and thn natives enguged in the trad: are all
from Amoy. With these advantazes Amoy merchants might naturally
look to maintaining their position, provided equal export duties are levied
on shipments from Forniosa no matter what the destiuation may be.

In the statement above presented to you there is a clear case of injus-
ticeto British merchants, whose trade, after some 30 years of building up, is
threatened hy means of discriminating daties in favour of a particular route,
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With the near approach of the tea season your kind assistance is
urgently asked, to the end that the Japanese Government may be induced
to remove the discriminating element in these duties.—I have, &ec.,

Francis Cass, Chairman.

His Excellency Sir BErnest Satow, x.c.um.a., Her Majesty’s Envoy Extraor-
dinary and Minister Plenipotentiary, Tokyo.

HeonoxoxG GENERAL, CHAMBER OF COMMERCE,
Ho~Ncronea, 28th April, 1900,

Sir,—Referring to previous correspondence on the question of the
imposition by the Formosan Government of a discriminating duty on teas
shipped from Formosa to the United States or BEurope, id Chinese ports
or Hongkong, this Chamber is in receipt of a furtber communication from
the Amoy Chamber of Commerce stating that this duty is still heing levied,
in spite of protests on the subject.

I am, therefore, instructed to submit to your Excellency that the
principle of imposing a variable duty on different routes is a distinct in-
fringement of paragraph 2 of Article VIIL of the Treaty of 1894, which
provides for the perfect equality of treatment of articles of export, what-
ever the route or place of destination, atd to express the hope that you will
be alble to induce the Japanese Government to relinquish the attempt to
divert the export of Formosan teas from the channel it has for so many
years talen, and which has proved most convenicnt to those engaged in
the trade.—I have, &c.,

R. M. GRAY, Chairmau.

To His Excellency Sir E. Sarow, k.c.M.6.,
H.B.M.’s Minister Plenipotentiary, Tokyo.

HoxeroNG GENEraL CuaMeer or CoyMItRCE,
Hongxonag, 30th April, 1900.

Sir,—1I have the honour to forward herewith, for the information of
His Excellency the Officeir Administering the Government, copy in dupli-
cate of a despatech addressed to H. E. Sir Ernest Satow, H.B.M.’s Minister
Plenipotentiary in Japan, on the subject of the discriminating duty imposed
by the Formosan Government on the esport of teas shipped from Formosa

[Ty
S
to the United States or Bucope, vict Chinese ports or Hongkong.— I have,
&e.,
R. CHATTERTON WILCOX, Secretary.

To Honourable F. H. Ay, c.».6., Actiné COLONIAL SECRELARY.

Coroniar, SecreTARY's OFFICE,
Hoxcxong, Hth May, 1900,
Sir,—I am directed to acknowledge the receipt of your letter of the
30th ultimo, enclosing copy of a letter to Her Britannic Majesty’s Minister
in Japan, on the subject of the discriminating duty imposed by the Formo-
san Government on teas shipped to foreign ports, and to inform you that.
a copy of your enclosure has been forwarded to the Secretnry‘of State for
the Colonies.—1 have, &c.,
I'. H. MAY, Aecting Colonial Seerctary.

The SECRETARY, CuaMBEK OF COMMERCE.

HoNGKONG GENERAL CHAMBER o1 COMMERCE,
Honerong, 7th May, 1900.

Sir,—In the press of work on the eve of ow* annual meeting, I inad-
vertently omitted to acknowledge receipt of your esteemed letter of the
20th ultimo, enclosing copy of a despatch addressed to H.B.M.’s Minister
in Japan on the subject of tea duties in Formosa.

I now beg to enclose herewith copy of a letter addressed by tbis
Chamber to H. E. Sir Ernest Satow in support of your Chamber’s repre-
sentations, which my Comimittee trust may help to forward the object in
view.—I am, &c.,

R CHATTERTON WILCOX, Sceretary.
J. J. DuxnnE, Esq., Secretary,
Amoy CHAMBER oF COMMERCE.

Bririsy LuiGATION,
Toxvyo, 8th May, 1900.
Sig,—I have to acknowledge the rcceipt of your letter of the 28th
ultimo, addressed to Sir Ernest Satow, in further reference to the question

of the discriminating export duties charged in Formosa on teas exported
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vié Chinese ports and Honglong.

In reply I Leg leave to inform you that the yuestiou is still under dis-
cussion between Her Majesty’s Government and the Government of Japan,
and that before his departure on leave of absence, Sir Ernest Satow ad-
dressed a further communication to the Japanese Minister for Foreign
Affairs on the subject, to which there bas not yet been time to receive a
reply.

I may add that Sir Ernest Satow informed the Chairman of the Amoy
(‘hamler of Commerce in this sense on the 18th ultimo.—1I bave, &c.,

J. B. WHITEHEAD.

The Chairman,
Hoxeione CHaMBER oF COMMERCE.

Aoy GENERAL CHAMBER oF COMMERCE,
Amoy, 4th June, 1900.

Str,—I beg to acknowledge receipt of your esteemed letter of 7th
ultimo, enclosing copy of a despatch addressed Ly your Chamber to
H.B.M.’s Minister in Tokyo, in connection with tea duties in Formosa, and
the Chamber begs to thank you for the support you have given it in its
representations on this snbject. -

I now beg to hand you herewith a copy of a despatch received by this
Chamber from H. E. Sir Ernest Satow, and a copy of the Chamber’s reply
to the same.—T1 am, &c,

J. P. WINGATE, Secretary.

R. C. Wircox, Esq., Secretary,
[ToxGroNG GENERAL Caayurr or COMMERCE.

[ Enclosures.)
British Legation,
Tokyo, 18th April, 1900.
Sir,—I Leg to acknowledge receipt of your letter of 5th instant, with
reference to the csport duties on tea shipped from Formosa, aud to state
to you, in reply, that the question is still under discussion between Her
Majesty’s Government and that of Japan, and that T am unable to give
you any more definite answer at the present moment. I should be glad to
linow whether, in the applications to the Tamsui Customs for export per-
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mits for Formosa tea, it is described as being shipped to Amoy simply, or

to Great Britain or a British Colony, as the case way Le, vid Amoy. I

would suggest that, if the latter wording were adopted, the fact of differ-
ential treatment would be more apparent. You will of course understand
that it is only on behalf of tea, the ultimate destination of which is Great
Britain, the Crown Colonies, or such of the Colonies enumerated in Article
XIX. of the Treaty of 1894 as have adhered thereto, that Her Majesty’s
Government would Dbe in a position to make representations to the Japa-
nese Government, the tea destined to the United States being an American
interest.—I have, &c.,
ErRNEST SATOW.
Francis Cass, Esq., Chairman,
Amoy Chamber of Commerce.

Amoy General Chamber of Commerce,
. Amoy, 30th May, 1900.

Yourr Excellency,-—I Lave the honour to acknowledge receipt of your
despatch of 18th April.

In reply to your ingniry as to whether, in the applications to the
Tamsui Customs for export permits for Formosa tea, it is described as
being shipped to Amoy simply or to Great Britain or a British Colony, the
Chawmber states that it has every reason to believe that the majority of the
applications on outward cargo, which suffers from the differential tax, are
made for Amoy and/or Hongkong, its ultimate destination not being des-
cribed. Asa matter of fact the ultimate destination is oftentimes only
decided in Amoy or Hongkong. The cargo finds its way ultimately to
Great Britain, Straits Settlements, the Colonies, the United States, the
Continent of Europe, China and Japan, and 80 per cent. or more is han-
dled by British merchants, no matter what its final destination may De.
The trade route established in the year 1858, when Formosa ports were
opened to Foreigntrade, was for shipment of Formosa produce to foreign
countries vi¢ Amoy and /or Hongkong. An immense amount of Buritish
capital has been sunk in establishing that, reute and it is a differential tax
against it that this Chamber feels it most justly, complains of as being
unjust and distinetly contrary to Treaty. The Chamber feels that British
nerchants should be allowed to choose their own route of shipment with.
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out having to pay an cstra tax for so doing. To compel them to ship vid
Japan, in ordor to avail themselves of a reduced duty if they do so, sevws
to Le a grave injustice and is so regarded by the other Chambers in China.

—I have, &c.,
Francis Cass, Chairman.

His Excellency Sir Ernest Sitbow, K.C.M.G.,
H.B.M.’s Envoy Extraordinary & Minister
Plenipotentiary, Tokyo.

=
Nomination of Member to Legislative Council.

[No. 44/G.] GoverNMENT HoOUSE,
Y HoneroNag, 8th June, 1900.

Str,— With refercnce to my letter No. 28/G. of the 17th April, I bave
the honour to inform you that owing to the resignation of Mr. Herbert
Smith there is again a temporary vacancy on the Legislative Council which
should Le filled by an unofficial member representing the interests of the
Chamber of Commerce, and to request you to call a meeting of the Cham-
ber for the purpose of selecting a candidate for the vacant seat and submit-
ting his name for my approval.—I have, &c.,

W. J. GASCOIGNE, Major-General,
Administering the Government.

The Chairman, CHaMBER oF COMMERCE.

Hoxukoxe GENERAL CHAMBER oF COMMERCE,
Hongicong, 11th Juue, 1900.

Sir,—I have the honour to acknowledge receipt of your letter
(No. 44/(}.) of the 8th instant, informing this Chamber that, owing to the
resignation of Mr. Herbert Swith, there is again a temporary vacancy on
the Legislative Council, and requesting that a meeting of the Chamber
should be convened for the purpose of selecting a candidate for the vacant

seat.
Your Excellency’s letter has been laid before the Committee, who in
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response thereto bave called a special meeting of the Members for the
purpose on Monday, the 18th instant, and the result of which will he
promptly comwunicated. —I have, &e.,

R. CHATTERTON WILCOX, Secretary.

His Excellency Major-Geuneral Gascorang, ¢,1.6.,
Administering the Government.

Hox¢xkoNG GENERAL Crrayisr oF COMMERCY,
IHonGroNG, 18th June, 1900.

Sir,—I have the honour to announce, for the information of His
Excellency the Officerr Administering the Government, that at a Special
General Meeting of the Chamber, heli at 3 o’clock p.m. to-day, Mr. John
Thurburn, of the Mercantile Bank of India, Ltd., was elected, by 52 votes
to 28 recorded for Mi. Francis, Q.C., as the Chamber’s nominee for the
seat at the Legislative Council rendered vacant by the resignation of Mr.
Herbert Smith.

In connection with the above nomination I beg to hand you the
following papers:—

1.~ A copy of the notice convening the meeting.
2.—A list of the members present.
38.—The names of the candidates and those of their proposers and

seconders.
I have, &ec.,

R. CITATTERTON WILCOX, Secretary.

The Hon. ActiNneg CorONIAL SECRETARY.

Names of Candidates and of their Proposers and Seconders.—

Hon. R. M. Gray proposed —

Mr. C. W. Dickson seconded— .
Mr. J. THURBURN.

Mr. G. W. PLAYFAIR. proposed—

M. D, R. CrawForDp seconded—
Mr. T. J. Francrs, Q.C.
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Result of Ballot:— Votes.
J. THURBURN ... 52
J. J. Francis ... .2 3

Majority forr J. THURBURN 24

[No.1101.] COLONIAL SECRETARY'S OFFICE,
Hoxcroxg? 19th June, 1900.
SIB:,—I am directed Ly the Officer Administering the Government to
acknowledge the receipt of your letter of the 18th instant stating that at a
meeting held on that day the Chamber of Commerce had select.e(l 1&.11'.
John Thurburn to Le their temporary representative on the Legislative
Council, and I am directed to inform you that His Excellency has been
pleased to appoint Mr. Thurburn provisionally and subje?cb t-o Her Mfl_
jesty’s pleasure to be an Un-official Member of the Leglslatlvg Council,
during the absence on leave of the Honourable T. H. Whitehead.-—T have,
&c.,
F. H. MAY, Act. Col. Secretary.

The StcreTARY, CHAMBER OF COMMERCE.

Nomination of Representative to the Legislative Council.

A special general meeting of the Hongkong General Chamber of
Commerce was held in the Chamber Rooms, City Hall, on Monday after-
noon, the 18th June, to nominate a member of the Chamber to take the
place of the Hon. Herbert Smith on the Legislative Council doring the
absence on leave from the Colony of the Hon. T. H. Whitehead., The Hon.
R. M. Gray occupied the chair, and there were present.:—Messvs. H. M.
Bevis, A. Haupt, A. ML Marshall, R. I. Richardson, C. S. Sharp, N.’ A.
Siebs (Committee), R. C. Wilcox (Secretary), R. Lemke, W. S. Bailey,
G. H. Potts, P. Brewitt, D. R. Law, B. Byramjec, P. Sachse, D. Setna,
Hon. C. P. Chater, c.p.c., Messrs. W. Danby, E. Shellim, V. H. Deacon,
&. H. Medhurst, J. J. Francis, q.c., H. W. Slade, D. Haskell, J. A. Mackay,
Ho Fook, Ho Tung, J. Hindekoper, T. F. Hongh, W. G. Humphreys, Ww.
M. Watson, C. W. Dickson, H. J. Gedge, P. Jordan, J. H. Gewis, G. P.
Lammert, D. R. Crawford, O. Wegener, F. Maitland, J. M. Beattie, G.
Atzenroth, E. H. Hinds, Jas. McKie, A. R. Marty, Chan Kwai Cheong,
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F. Arjanee, H. N. Mody, H. Price, H. Kock, E. C. Ray, A. H. Rennie, R.
Fubrmann, E. Robinson, R. Becker, D. M. Moses, A. J. Raymond, E. H.
Melbye, G. C. Mozxon, G. R. Stevens, Jr., G. Stewart, M. Mehta, Woug
Fook, W. Melchers, J. C. Bergendahl, .. Berindoague, D. W. Craddock,
W. J. Gresson, T. E. Sansom, G. L. Tomlin, W. Cruickshank, H. P.
Wadman, H. Schottlaender, G. T. Veiteh, A. Shelton Hooper, D. Gillies,
J. Thurburn, G. de Champeaux, G. W. F. Playfair, L. Suidter, W. G.
Saunders, S. Chol, and C. L. Gorham.

The Secretary having read the notice convening the meeting,

The Chairman said it was hardly two months since the members of
the Chamber were called together to nominate a gentleman to fill the
vacauncy on the Lagislative Council caused by Mr. Whitehcad’s departure
for home on leave, when they unanimously selected My. Herbert Smith.
That gentleman had since quite unexpectedly resigned the seat, much to
their regret, and left for England, and now they were called upon to elect
another representative. After reading the letter from His Excellency
the Officer Administering the Government, asking that a meeting of
the Chamber should be called to fill up the vacancy, the Chairman
continued:—I now have to propose as representative for this Cham-
Ler in the Legislative Council, during the absence of Mr. Whitehead,
My. Jobhn Thurburn,—(applause}—Manager of the Mercantile Bank of
India, and I feel that it is not necessary for me to say more than a few
words on his behalf. Mr. Thurbnrs has beeu in his present position here
for over twenty yeurs and is well kvown to you all.  He has taken part in
varions commissious institated Ly the Government, and has otherwise
shown his interest in public matters on various occasions. He will, T am
sure, speak out and to the poiut in Conneil, when he sees the nocessity of
doing so. My long experience on the Commitice of this Chamber, and the
interest I havetaken in its proceedings I think entitle me to au expression
of opinion—which is, that the present status and influence of this Cham-
ber are due to its proceedings having been directed altogether by respon-
sible men engaged in commerce. I am strongly ef opinion that the plain
unvarnished tale of & commercial man will do wore to further your inter-
ests in the Legislative Couneil than any csmount of rhetoric, and I, there-
fore, have now much pleasnre in préposing, as your representative for the
time being in the Tegislative Couneil; Mr. John Thurbura. (Applause.)
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Mr. C. W. Dickson, in seconding, said he endorsed all the remarks
made by the Chairman in reference to Mr. Thurburn. From the position
Mr. Thurburn had occupied in the Colony for many years, he was sure he
was well aware of the requirements of the community and he considered
bim well fitted in every way to act as the representative of the Chamber on

the Legislative Council. (Applause.)

Mr. G. W. F. Playfair said:—I beg to propose that Mr. J. J.
Francis, q.c., be elected to represent this Chamber on the Legislative
Council. For more years than most of us have resided here Mi. Francis
bas beeu closely identified with every public question in this Colony and
is eminently fitted to express the views of the Chamber. Your represeu-
tative shonld be one who has not only a thorough grasp of our local poli-
ties but should also be one who cau clearly and forcibly give expression to
bis views. In Mr. Francis the Chamber would bave one whose natural
eloquence and acquired logical training peculiarly fit him for the position
for which I have the honoux to solicit your votes. With the extremely
limited popular representation which is vouchsafed to this Colony it is all
the more important that the Chamber’s representative should be the best
man to be got in the Colony. He should be strong, thorough, honest, and
earnest in his solicitude for the public weal. He should give bearty sup-
port and encouragewent to the Government in all their efforts for the
amelioration of the social and commercial conditions of this Colony and
should equally and fearlessly record his dissent should any actiou be taken
contrary to the views of the community, and finally that he should be
quick-witted, tactful, eloquent. All tbese qualities, gentlemen, I know
you will find in Mr. Francis or I should unot ask you, as I do now, to record
your votes in bis favour. (Applause.)

Mr. D. R. Crawford, in seconding, said be had known Mr. Francis
ever since he came into the Colony, and that was a few montbs after he
arrived bimself. He had watched his career since that time. They
wanted a wan who could speak bis mind forcibly, and. because many of
them thought they wanted a little fighting blood on the Council be had
much pleasure in seconding Mr. Franeis.

The Chairman:—Has any other gentleman any candidate to propose ?
If not, we will at once proceed to ballot.

Mr. Francis asked leave to say a few words hefore the ballot. They
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were there to elect a representative in place of Mr. Herbert Smith, whose
absence they all regretted very mueh. If thisappointment was an houour,
he asked them to confer that honour upon bim, notwithstanding what bhis
good friend the editor of the China Mail said in his Saturday’s issue, aud
however grudgingly that gentleman admitted that he had done some service
in the Colony; if there were duties and responsibilities, uot merely honour
attached to the occupation of the post, he (Mr. Francis) placed himself
confidently in their hands. (Applause.) - Mr. Francis then proceeded to
detail bis various qualifications for the honourable position. He did not
agree with all that the Chairman bad said anent Mv. Thurburn. He did
not know if ever Mr. Thurburn bad taken part iv any public question, or
bad spoken at any public meeting. He wmight be everytbing that M.
Gray stated he was, butl the wain question for the Chamber was to appoint
a man who would represent the public opiniou of the Colony on questions
connected with finunce, with the policy in China, with the policy of the
Government in Hongkong, with local iuterests and in connection with
legislation.

The ballot papers were then distributed, and on the votes being
counted the Chairman read out the result as follows:—

Mr. THURBURN... ... e B2
Mr. Francrs v - 28

He, therefore, declared Mr. Thurburn duly elected.

Mr. Thurburn in acknowledging the compliment, said : —Gentlemen,
I have now only to thank you for the honour which you have done me in
electing me as the representative of the Chamber on the Legislative Coun-
cil. T bave only got to say that I shall look after the interests of the
Chamber to the Lest of my ability. I can do no more. T have nothing
more to say. (Applause.)

The Chairman:—That terminates the proceedings.

U
The French Customs Tariff and Colonial Products.
[No. 908.] CeroxiaL Brcrrrany’s Orrice,
HoNGKONG, 22nd May, 1900,

Sir,—I am directed to transmit for the information of the Chamber
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the euclosed copy of a Cireular Despatel from the Secretary of State for the
Colonies covering correspondence regarding changes in the French Customs
Tariff, and to enquire whether tise Chamber desires to muke any remarks
ou the subject. —I bave, &,
. I, I MAY, Acting Coloniul Secretary.

The Sceretary, Tue Cusayvper 017 COMMERCE.

Circular. I Downing Street,

27th March, 1900,

Sir,—I have the honour to trausmit to you copies of letters from the

Forsign Olfice regarding certain changes in the French Customs Tariff and
the concessions which the French Government are prepared ultimately to
make in exchange for the equivalent advautages to be given to French
products; and I have to request that you will earefully consider these pro-
posals and inform me whether gou wish any represeutations to be made to
the French Government on behalf of the Colony under your government.—
I have, &ec.,

J. CHAMBERLAIN.

The Ofiicer Administering the Government of Hongkong.

Foreign Oflice,
February 5th, 1900.

Sir,—I am directed by the Marquess of Salisbury to transmit to you
a copy of a verbul communication made by the French Ambassador on the
3lst ultimo, respecting a proposed change in the French Customs Tariff in
the case of Coffee, Cocoa and other similar Colonial products aud the con-
cessions which the French Government are prepared to make under the
new law in favour of British Colonial prodncts, and subsequently in a
more definitive manner in exchange for equivalent advantages for certain
French products.

I am to request that Lord Salisbury may be favoured with the obser-
vatious of the Secretary of State for the Colonies, on these proposals.—I
am, &c,

MARTIN (OSSELIN.

The Under Secretary of State, Colonial Office.
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? gand b 1 . .‘: " - "

D’apres la loi dounnitre actucllement en viguen en Frauce, un cortain
nomhre de prolnits qualifiés de ** Denrées coloniales de consommution™ (no-
tamment le café, le eacno, les épices, &e.) sont unitormement taxés, quelle
(e soit leur provenance, suus inire de distinction cutre le tarit gbubral ot le
tarif minimum.

b l A I .

Cette loi va Ctre modifide vt il y aura pour ces deurdes colouiales, un
tarif minimom qui sera le tarif actuellement en vigueur, et un tarit gbuéral
qui sera de 100 pour 100 plus élevé.

Mais aux terms du projet de loi, le pouvoir exéeutit recoit, pour une pé-
viode de 2 ans, la fuculté Jaccorder de si scule autorité, le hénéfice dess taxes
minima.

Fh ot o & stant< intéréts , i {

Lu raisou des importants intéréts du commerce britannigne coucernaut
ces denrées coloniales le Gonvernement frangais Ini accordera immédiatement
le béuncfice de cotte disposition provisoire.

Il est en outre prét & couedler cet avantage 4 titre defnitif si le
Gouvernement anglui est disposé & offrir en ¢change des avantages équivalents
pour certains prodnits {rangais 3 déterminer.

31 Janvier, 1900.

The Under Secretary of State for Foreign Aflairs presents biss ecowpli-
ments to the Under Secerctary ol State for the Colonies, and is direeted by
the Seerctary of State for Foreign Alfairs to trausmit to him, to be laid hc:-
fore the Seeretary of State for the Colonies, the accompanying puper, noted
iu {he margin, respecting the Freuch Customs Tarift,

Copies have been seut to the Board of Trade, India Otfice and Treusury.

Foreign Oftice, March 2nd, 1900.

LOI modifiant le tarif général des donanes (Dewrées coloniales de con-
sommation).
Le Scuut et la Chambre des députds out adopté.
s T ) .
Le Président de la République promuigne la loi dont la teneur suit :

Art. 1.—Le tablean A annexé & la loi du 11 janvier, 1892, est modifié
comme il suit




Tarif
Numéros du
tarif.

Désignation. Unité.

général. | minimum.

96 | Cafe ”m{cu feves ct pellicules...  Les 100 kilogr.| 300 , ‘ 15‘0 W

torréfié ou moulu ...... — 400 , X
contenant plus de 55p. ’
9 o) L 100 de cacao ...... — 300 150 ,,
0% ocolab-..? ¢otenant 55p. 100 de !
{ Cacao ou moins ...... —_ 200 ,, | 102 25
ORI B 01 VI C M Same s & a, e e  Tas oy —_ 400 ., | 208 .
100 [[Pimemt . .oiieee iee. 8 100 ,, 2 (ST

400 208 .,
100 ,, 208 .
100 ,, 208 ,,
400 ,, | 208 ,,
600 312

101 | Amomcs et cardamomes
PR G TITIC] | GRS S
103 | Cassia lignea .......

’ cn cogues.....
104 | Muscades j[srms coques ..

DAL SIS

RS AR R e e e o ok 600NN RO 2/
106 | Givofle . ~1|00 o i'l'g -
107 | Vauille . 800 ,, | ! 2
0SS heFatne 400 ,, 208 R

Art. 2.—Les droits & percevoir sur les produits d’origine coloniale re-
pris au tubleau E sont caleulés d’aprés la tarif métropolitain minimum.

Art. 3.—Les droits applicables aux cafés importés en Algérie sout fixés
comme il suit :

Tarif
Dénignation. Unité.
général. | minimum.
Café en feves et pellicules . ...... e e e .| Les 100 il I(l)g ” 31 20
Café torréfié ou moull cu.eeeierieieeereerennnnecniennnns — @ A1

w ’ L - ’ Y
Les deunrées coloniales ayant acynitté des taxes spéeiales cu Algéric on
. 7 mEndn
aux colonies sont passibles, & I'entrée en France, des droits du tarif gend al,
; A ;
sous la déduction de la taxe spéeiale déja payce.
Art. 4.—Lec benéfice du tarif minimum est réservé aux produits ac-
Y e o 15,
compagnds de justifications d’origine, dans les conditions fixées par I'adminis
(=}
tration des douanes.
DisrosrrioNs TRANSITOIRES.
Art. 5.—Les denrdes visées d Particle 1%, provenant de pays soumis au

tarif géndral et gui n’auraient pas été déelardes pour la consommation avaut

la promulgation de la présente loi, seront admises au bénéfice du tarif mini-
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mum, lors de leur mise en consommation,

si lenr embarguement on leur prise
en charge dans les entrepéts frangais ont en lien

4 une date antérienre an 24
janvier, 1900,

Art. 6.—Le Gouvernement est autorisé, pendant deux ans, & conférer

provisoirement par déeret le bénéfice du tarif minimum mentionné

I aux pays actuellement soumis au tarif générl. L

a Particle
a durée de cette con-
cession ne ponrra excéder deux ans i partir de la promnlgation de la présente
loi.

La présente loi, délibérée ot adoptie par le Sénar et par
députés, sera exécutés comme loi de I'Eta.

Fait & Paris, le 24 tévrier, 1900,

In Chambre des

EMiLE Louner,
Par le Président de la République.
L.e ministre du commerc'e, de Pindnstrie,
des postes et iles télégraphes,
A. MILLERAND,
Le ministre des finances,
J. CarLravx.,
Le miinistre des enlonies,
Decrais.
Le ministre des affaires étrangéres,
DEIL.CassE.

The Under Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs presents his com-
pliments to the Under Secretary of State for the Colonies, and is directed
by the Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs to transmit to him to be
laid before the Secretary of State for the Colonies the accompanying paper,
noted in the margin, respecting the importation of British Colonial produce
mto France.

Copies have been sent to the Board of Trade, India Office, and Trea-
sury.

Foreign Office, Maxch 8th, 1900.

(No. 50.)

Commercial. Paris, March 1st, 1900,
My Lord,—With reference to Your Lordship’s despatch No. 25
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Jommercial ofthe 7th ultimo, I have the honour to transmit herewith a table,
showing, according to the latest available French statistics, the quantities
of the various Colonial producs imported into France from the United
Kingdom and Dritish Possessions, which would be affected by the new
French Customs Tariff, of which a copy was enclosed in my despatch No,
46 Commercial of the 26th nltimo.—1T have, &e.,

Epmunp Monsonw.

The Marquess of Salisbury, K.G.

Table showing the quantities of Colouial produce imported into France.
from the United Kingdom and British Possessions daring the veay 1898.

CoTicof RV e mia il ... ..from the United Kingdom... 677,198 kilos.
....................... i British India ......6,893,280 ,,
k L b o SR P - West Indies ...... 1,149,834 ,,
Co:oa oA o gdOL A eeese 4 United Kingdom... 876 .
....... OCE O TRD0) = West Indies..s.....5,135,868 ,,
Pe;)’per S L R ALY vo o United Kingdom... 7,645 .
A Ao s , British India ...... 1,567,741
Al;spice ........................ o Thnited Kingdom... 1,140
..... LI RIS IR [Bakp PA fricat. s at. s 1,605 .,
:: e e A I i West Indies......... 24,717
Amomnm and Cardamom... . nited Kingdowm... 3,973 .,
(G TTTEMITYEIRY ot o a0 866 cono ot A United Kingdom... 2,021
..................... - British India ...... 37,220 .,
Cassitm Lignea .c...... ) - British India ... 9,004

Nmmeg and Mace ......... (statisties not given).

(CUOVCRS lac Eiees it coae s v s from the United Kingdom... 80 ,,
.............. 3 /2SRRI aobic b a00a0c 1073 S R
Vg;l'lilin, ...... sl s o aera AL = United Kingdom... RIVEEI
........................ - B NBPL T e 3T oobos 1,381,
l‘e:'l." .« United Kingdom... 173,538
oy oI DA bR R R I S British Indin ...... 174,951 ,,

Brrrisu Empeassy, Paris,
1st Mareh, 1500,
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HovekeNc GENERAL CHAMBER or CoMMERCE,
Hovexena, 28th June, 1900.

Ste,—1I beg to acknowledge receipt of your lefter of the 22nd ultimo,
(No. 908) transmitting for the information of this Chamber copy of a cir--
enlar despatch from the Right Houourable the Secretary of State for the
Colonies covering correspondence relating to projected changes in the
French Customs Tariff and inquiring whether the Chamber desires to offer
any remarks on the subject.

In reply, I am instructed to say that the matter has received the at-
tention of my Committee, who, while thanking the Government for the
opportunity offered, do not consider that the changes would much affect
articles of import here, and they have, therefore, no suggestions to make
with regard to the proposed changes in the tariff.—I have, &c.,

R. CHATTERTON WILCOX, Secretary.

Hon, Acring COLONIAT SECRETARY.

[No. 301.] CoLoNIAL SECRETARY’S OFricE,
; Ievciexa, 9th February, 1901.
S1z,—In continuation of my letter No. 908 of the 22nd May, 1900, I
am directed to transmit for the information of your Committce the en-
closed copy of a circular despatch from the Sceretary of State for the
Colonies, covering an extract from a letter of the Colonial Office, to the
Foreign Office dated 4th December, 1900.—1 have, &e.,

J. II. STEWART LOCKHART, Celouial Sceretary,
The Secretary to the CraMBER 0F COMMBRCE.

Downing Street,
28th Dcecember, 1900,
Sir,—~With reference to your despatch No. 316 of the 5th Jdnly last,
I have the honour to transmit to yon for your information the paper noted
in the subjoined schedule.—I have, &e.,
J. CHAMBERLAIN,

The Officer Admivistering the Government of Hongkong.
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EXTRACT FROM A LETTER FROM COLONIAL @¥FICE TO THY
ForeieN OFrICE, DATED 4TH DECEMBER, 1900,

The ports of the Straits Settlements and Hongkong are free, and
French products therefore already receive, on admission to these Colonies,
the maximum advantage obtainable: I am to suggest, therefore, for the
consideration of the Marquess of Lansdowne, that it might be represented
to the French Government that on these gronnds exceptionally favourable
treatment should be accorded to all esports from the Colonies in question
both in France and in French Indo-China.

HoxakoNe GENERAL CHAMBER or COMMERCE,
Hovaxoxe, 14ih February, 1901.

Srr,—I have the honour to acknowledge receipt of your letter (No. 301)
of the 9th instant transmitting, for the information of this Chamber, copy
of a circular despatch from the Secretary of State for the Colonies, covering
an extract from a letter addressed to the Foreign Office, dated 4th Decem-
ber last. .

fu reply, I am instructed to beg that His Excellency the Governor .\vxll
be good enough to convey the thanks of the Committee to the ngl']t
Honourable the Secretary of State for the Colonies for his efforts to obtain
exceptionally favourable treatmeunt for exports from this Colony both to
France and French ITudo-China in consideration of the products of those
countries being, as they are, admitted here free of all duty.—I have, &c.,

R. CHATTERTON WILCOX, Secretary.

To Hon. COLONIAL SECRETARY.

v
The Appointment of British Commercial Agents.

CoLONIAL SECRETARY’s Orricn,

[No. 1426.]
HoxcgoNG, August §th, 1900.

Sir,—I am directed to transmit to you for the information of the
Chamber of Commerce the enclosed copy of a Circular Despatch from the
Secretary of State for the Colonies attaching a Memorandum from the
Foreign Office respecting the appointment of certain British Coramercial
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Agents.—I have, &c.,
F. 0. MAY, Act. Col. Secretary.

The Seerctary, CHaMBER 0r COM3ERCE.

Downing Street,
15th June, 1900.

Sir,—I have the honour to transmit to you for general information,
the accompanying copy of a Memorandum from the Foreign Office respect-
ing the appointment of British Commercial Agents in Russia, Switzerland,
the United States, and Central America, for an experimental period of two
years, and the fees to be charged by Her Majesty’s Diplomatic Missionsin
consideration of services rendered by Commercial Agents in making inqui-
ries for private firms. —I have, &c.,

J. CILAMBERLAIN.

The Oficer Administcering the

Government of Houglkong.

Tue Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs has appointed Mr. Hem'y
Arthur Cooke, Mr. John C. Milligan, Mr. Seymour Bell, and Mr. E. H.
Melville to be British Commercial Agents in Russia, Switzerland, the
United States, and Central America respectively, for an experimental
period of two years.

Mr. Cooke’s Address is:—
Malo-Znamenski per
House Mishin 2,
Moscow.

The head-quarters of the otheir Commercial Agents have been fixed at
Zurich, Chicago, and Guatemala.

The business of the Agents will consist in watching and reporting on
the commerce, industries, and products of special districts, and in answer-
ing inquiries, on commercial subjects.

Individual firms applying for information will have to pay the pre-
scribed fees as hereafter stated.

Communications intended for the Commercial Agents may be addressed
to Her Majesty’s Ambassador at St. Petersburg or Washington, or Her
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Majesty’s Minister at Berne er (tuatemala, as the case may require, in
order tbat the proper fee may bc assessed and levied before the desired
inquiry is proceeded with.

Simple inquiries can be addressed direct to the Commercial Agent,
accompanied by the fee of 5s.

The following is the scale of fees to be charged by Her Majesty’s
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stances, be required before the answer is given.

In cases requiring research or a journey the Agent will report to the
Ambassador or Minister, whe will decide whether au offer should be made
to procure the information, and, it so, on what terms; or whether it should

be stated that the informatisn connot be procured.
Foreign Office, May, 1900. 1

i
h" Diplomatic Missions in consideration of services rendered by Commercial

Agents in making inquiries for private firms:— ) ; )
il AHARr el L s
Yor ordinary inquiries ... ... .0 5 0 AT

For inquiries involving reports as to

l | trades or individuals ... ... .. 1 1 0 Scheme for Improvement of Navigation of the Yangtsze.

(il For extended inquiries at the discre-

tion of the Ambassador or Minister
not in any case to exceed three

0N D SERE SoR eI, ST 2 B2 Sl O Rt 0 SO B G I O
If journeys are undertaken the fees will be—
£ & d
1 For Agent’s services per day 1 1 0

2. For Agent’s services for every
brokenday ... .. .. .0 10 6
3. Sulisistence per night bl ol
together with actual expenses of locomotion.

All fecs above 5s. are to be prepaid.

The method smployed for levying the fees will be as follows: —

In case of an inquiry addressed to the Agent which can be answered
forthwith, and for which the lowest fee would be charged, he can reply at
once requesting that the sum of 5s. may be seunt to the Embassy or Tega-
tion. He will transmit to the Mission lists of inquiries so answered in
order that the paymeuts may bo checked, and demanded if not already
made.

If the fee has been sent with the inquiry he will remit it to the
Embassy or Mission.

In cases of inquirics for which fees of 11. Is. and upwards are to be
charged, the Agent will forward the information to the Mission for trans-

mission thence in cxchange for the fees which may, according to circum-

Iu September last, Sir John Lister Kaye, when passing through
Hongkong, submitted his scheme (published below) for the improvement
of the navigation of the River Yangtsze, more especially the upper branch,
which will, he contends, open up the rich province of Szechuen, with its
40,000,000 inhabitants, to the foreign trade of the world, to the Chamber
of Commerce. On the ground that the foreign trade of China would thus
be immensely increased, and must therefore materially affect and augment
the trade of the Colony of Hongkong, Sir John Lister Kaye asked the
Chamber of Commerce to address to him a letter of approval and support
of his plans, if they felt they could do so, his intention being to submit
such letter to the Secretary of State for the Colonies.

The following are copies of his petition to the Tsung-li Yamen, and of
his scheme for the improvement of the navigation of the river Yangtsze:—

PETITION

TO BE PRESENTED TO THE TSUNG-LI YAMEN WITH REGARD TO THE
IMPROVEMENT OF THE NAVIGATION OF THE YANGTSZE RIVER.

(Translation ).

PETITIONER BRITISH MERCHANT JOHN LISTER EAYE, A BARONET.
Petitions to form a Company to raise capital for the purpose of under-
taking the improvewent of the navigation of the Upper Yantsze River,
from Ichang to Suchau-fu, to convenience trade and increase revenuc,
It is found that the Yaugtsze Gorges lying between the provinces of




[ 110 ]
w

Szechuan and Hupeh from Chungking to Ichang, extending for a distance
of over a thousand li, abounds with cliffs and precipices of the most inac-
cessible character and the river is filled with boulders, narrow channels and
swift currents from rapids everywhere; in summer, with full flood, ships
become uncontrollable, in winter with low water, ships become total wrecks
at the least touch of the rocks. The estimates annually of casualties
amount to considerably over a thousand vessels, over several tens of thou-
sands of lives are lost, and over several tens of millions of taels in value of
merchandise are lost. Since the opening of Chungking as a trading port,
the three steam navigation companies represented by the China Merchants,
Messrs. Jardine, Matheson and Co. (Indo-China), and Messrs. Butterfield
& Swire (The China Navigation) make a practice of selecting the stronger
vessels that contain the more valuable cargoes and insure them for pre-
miums. This has proved to be a great boon to, and is appreciated by,
traders, but, the three Companies are chary in insuring, as the risksare too
great. Traders gauge their profits and losses by comparing the annual
number of casualties. No ship can make ten successive trips without
wrecking.

Recently a landslip occurred in the district of Yung Yang in the
Prefecture of Kweichow, and formed an obstruction in the river, commonly
known as the New Sintan, which has been the cause of innumerable ship-
wrecks. This rapid has been repeatedly improved by the Local Authorities
with the object of reducing the force of the curreut, but their measures
have had to be abandoned owing to insufficiency of funds.

These rapids are the greatest obstruction and are feared by all.

"The only proper way is to form @ Company by which a large capital
may be subscribed for undertaking the improvement of the navigation of
the Yangtsze Gorges. The removal of the existing obstruction will lead to
the free and safe communication of trade and augmentation of Revenue
receipts,

The Petition is herewith humbly submitted to your Honourable Yamen,
and Petitioner prays that it may be referred to the local High Authorities

to examine and report upon and find if the casa is actually as Petitioner

has laid forth before the Yamen in ovder that your Honourable Yameu
may memorialize to the Throne for an Imperial Edict sanctioning the pro-

posed undertaking.

g
w

Petitioner's Proposals.

Article 1. Petitioner John Lister Kaye prays that permission shall be
granted him by the Yamen to survey that part of the Upper Yangtsze
River lying between Ichang and Suchau-fu (west of Chungking), for the
object of investigating the nature of the rocks, rapids, gorges, and other
obstructions to navigation which exist along the route. His Engineer will
estimate the cost of improvements needed for navigation.

For instance, the recent formation of the new Sintan Rapid has defied
the attempts of the Tiocal Authorities for its improvement which have re-
peatedly proved abortive and unsuccessful. An immediate survey is, there-
fore, most desirable,

2. Petitioner prays that the Liocal High Authorities shall be asked to
report upon investigations based on Petitioner’s description and if found
correct the Imperial sanction shall be memorialized for empowering your
Honourable Yamen to give permission to Petitioner to sign a contract and
raise capital to undertake these engineering works in order to increase
Revenne, promote trade, alleviate distress and pacify discontent, and it is
petitioned that the engineering works that will extend from Ichang to
Suchau-fu shall be given to Petitioner to solely complete and manage for
the period of sixty years.

8. The interest paid on the capital shall be drawn from a ‘Toll.”
All ghips, boats and junks that pass up along the River from Ichang to
Chunglking shall pay irrespectively a ¢ Toll”’ of Twelve and-a-half Haikwan
Taels per ton. The “Toll” to commence to be imposed on the day a free
channel is available for ships to pass. With respect to the ships, boats
and junks that pass down along the River from Chungking to Ichang, Pe-
titioner is willing that no “Toll” shall be imposed and that they shall pass
free of impositions of any kind for the object of promoting the carrying
trade of native produce in the provinces of Szechuan, Hupeh, Yunnan and
Shensi, and thus foster commerce. As a further precaution, it is petitioned
that instructions shall be given to the Imperial Customs to collect the Toll
for Petitioner which shall be paid over to Petitioner quarterly. The salaries
and expense of the exti-a officials necessary shall be provided for by Peti-
tioner. The period during which Petitioner shall receive this ¢ Toll”* shall
be limited to sixty years. After the sixty years the Imperial Government
shall receive the “Toll.”
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4. When the works are commenced the  trackers” at present employed
in the junk trade, and other unemployed, shall be employed on the works,
and when the works are completed and a free channel is effected, these
men shall be distributed in the works along the route, so that not only
will there be no fear of throwing people out of employment but new means
of livelihood shall Le created in all parts.

5. The freight on piece goods (inclading insurance and repacking
at Ichang) from Shanghai to Chungking now amounts to Tls. 45.4.0.

If Petitioner’s plans are authorised and realised, then it would be
possible for ships to pass freely from Shanghai to Chungking and mer-
chants would be saved the expense of repacking at Ichang, which costs
Tls. 4.3.0 per ton.

In this manner the cost of transport inclusive of the Toll” would be
reduced to Tls. 41.1.0 and in future possibly the actual freight charge be-
tween Shanghai and Chungking may be reduced.

6. All financial risks of the undertakiug shall entirely and wholly de-
volve on Petitioner; the Government is free from any responsibility of
any kind, but it is petitioned, as a special favour and in order to lighten
the financial burden of the undertaking, that permission shall be granted
to Petitioner that all material and machinery required for the engineering
works shall be exempted from all Tmperial Government taxation, whether
in transit or locally.

7. These great engineering works will require large capital. Petition-
er begs to be given per'mission to raise capital from all parts .a.nd t.he
finding of money will empower him to undertake all that the Imperial Edict
sanctionssuch as:—the improvements to the river, the receipt of the “Toll”
during the sizty years, and the sole management of the works during the
same peviod, ete.

8. The raising of the capital, the survey, and the date of the commence-
ment of the work, shall all and severally take place within eight months
after the signing of the confract authorised by Imperial Ediet.

9. It is considered necessary to help merchants in the transportation of
goods from Ichaug to Chungking and Suchan-fn and from Suchau-fn to Chung-
king and thus to Shanghai as much as possible, therefore Petitioner begs that

he may have permission to construct Commercial Railways at any place, and
orth

-

to any place from Ichang to Suchau-fn by way of Chungking on the N

[ 113 ]
W

or on the South Bank of the Yangtsze River; the object is that in the trans-
port of goods from Ichang to Chungking and Suchan-fn and from Snchau-fu
by way of Chungking to Ichang the rapidity of transport by the Railway can
be used when required, and within the limit of 150 (one hundred and fifty) li
of each end and of each side of any railways constructed or abont to he con-
structed, no other railway shall be permitted to be constructed, unless a
previous agreement has been come to between the other parties and this
Company.

10. These Railways shall be constructed by the Company at their own
expense; as to receipts and expenses and losses of the Company, the Chinese
Government shall be wholly irrespousible.

11. The lands acquired by the Company for the purpose of constructing
railways, godowns, works, &c., shall be bought and pauid for by the Company
at local marleet prices, the owners of such lands shall not intentionally raise
prices or raise Fengshni as an objection, or otherwise raise obstrnetions, and
it is requested that the High Provincial Authorities shall instrnet the loeal
officials to assist the Company in this matter and protect its interests. But
it temples, graves, are met with and their removal is impracticable, then the
Company must not employ undue means to effeet this, in deference to public
sentiment,

12. The materials, machinery, cte.. needed for the Railways shall be
exempt from taxation of all kinds,

13. Now the cost of these Railways will be very great, and will require
large capital, and it is only future profits that can induee investment of capi-
tal, and the degree of profits we cannot at present ascertain. If a. levy of
twenty-five per cent. on nett profirs be imposed by the Chincse (fovernment,
the Company’s limited resources render this impracticable, thercfore it is pro-
posed to pay an amonnt on the commencement of the works snbseqnent to
the promulgation of the Imperial Decree sanctioning this Petition, and it is
requested that. this levy of twenty-five per cent. shall be exempted, but the
Company shall further paya levy of threc per eent. on nett profits from their
Railways to the Chinese Government.

The Company is further willing to pay to the Government a contribittion
of seven hundred thousand Taels as a sct off against : 5
1. The priviiege of imposing the “Toll” on ships, boats and junks

ascending the Yangtsze River between Ichang anid Chnnkging.
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All the above-mentiousd plans shall be carefully considered and a set of
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2. The exemption of the levy of 25/ on mnett profits earned from
the Railways. regulations drawn np; it is most necessary ; and sneh expenditure shall be

5 : drawn from the above-mentioned fund.
This sum shall be paid in Kaping currency to the Government on the ::

. . Trustees shall he appointed to sec that the money is properly applie:l
commencement of the works, which will take place after the final survey Pl YHSRRLORETLYAS DD

and subsequent to the Promulgation of the Imperiat Decree sanctioning this

and the poor really benetit by it.

——p.

| Petition.

Sir John Lister Kaye's Suggestions for the Improve-
ment of the Navigation of the Yangtsze River between
Ichang and Chuugking; and the Explanation ofthe System
proposed to be carried out.

[ 14. A term of ninety-ninc years reckoning from the date of the com-
mencement of works of each of the Railways to be constructed shall be

q ! ail-
|\ granted to the Company to have management of each and ull of these Ra
I
]
|

ways in each case, and when the stipulated time is np the Railways at each

semarate date, lands, machinery, stock and all other works and effeets shall IMPROVEMENT OF THE NAVIGATION OF THE YANGTSZE

RIVER BETWEEN ICHANG AND CHUNGKING AND THI _
EXPLANATION OF THE SYSTEM PROPOSED TO BE fl

be whoily and eutirely given np to the Chinese Grovernment as Official or

T g e it -

|
I Government Property.

15. As it will be necessary to have business relations with the lecal
officials in carrying ount these important river works and railways, the Com-
pany will employ u Chiuese Manager and Assistants, whose salaries will be
paid by the Company.

16. It is requested that the Tsung-li Yamen will memovialize for Impe-
rial Sanction to this Petition sud the appended clanses and that when the
Imperial Sanction is obtained notice of the same may lhe commnnicated by
the T'sung-li Yamen to H. B. M.’s Minister at P’eking. The final Contract
ghall then be signed and sealed in Chinese and Knglish in five identic copies,
of which one shall be retained by the Tsnng-li Yamen, one by I1. B. M.s
Minister, one by the Viceroy of Szechuun, one by the Viceroy at Wuachang
and oue by the Compuny ; and the English version shall be considered as the
original.

17. Labour Fund Clause—From the “Loll” of Twelve and-a-half
Taels (Haikwan) per ton, there will be one-half ‘Cael or 5 mace per ton set
aside for the purpose of the Lubour Reliet Fund, all employed upon these

works, whether employees or otherwise who may fall sick, or, having per-

CARRIED OUT.

I. Tho freight charges (vide Blackburn Report pp. 87 & 88) are from
Shanghai to Chungking—
Per bale of 50 picees say 400 tbs, each Tls. 9-0-8
including insurance to Ichang and re-packing at
Ichang, therefore per ton of 2,000 ibs. ...Tls. 45 4 0
Per bale of Indian Yarn of 400 bs. Tls. 7-3-2 incluling
insurance to Ichang and re-packing at Ichang,
therefore per ton of 2,000 tbs. ..Tls. 86 5 0
and it takes, under the present conditions of transport service, at least 30
days to transport the goods from Ichang to Chungking.

2. It is proposed to improve the navigation of the Upper Yangtsze
River, by a series of engineering works; by a system of buoying the river ;
by a system of powerful steamers and steam-launches; by a stationary chain
service with an auxiliary steam power for hauling.; and by a complete tele-

graph system, having, say,‘thirty stations over the 360 miles between Ichung

formed their work and the work is completed, snd the Company require them

no longer or are oo old and weak to work any longer, &c., shall be relieved,

|

L]

and Chungking, which will be the central stations for the permancut location E
of the steam-launches, the “tying-up” places for the junks at night, and will &
i

also Le the varions ceutres for a large number of the *trackers,” on whom

| ufter due consideration, and further, men who have served their time shall be

superannuated and free hospitals and free medicines shall be institnted and

dispensed.

the Upper Yangtsze Conservancy will have the first eall by an arrangement
which will provide for the payment of & small retaining fee, to be paid to
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them anuually.  To the above system, it is possible therc may be added, if
considered advisable by a commission of experts, a subsidiary railway in
certain places along the north or south bauk of the river.

This suggested railway perhaps wonld only be used for the trausport of
woods at times of the year when the transport by the eutire water route may
be considered to be less advantageous.

3. A vast difference will thus be effected iu the trausport service of the
Upper Yaugtsze River, for, as will be explained below, it is hoped that it
will be possible to arrange that cargo shall Le delivered at the port of
Chungking even by junk eight days after it leaves lchang, iustead of in
about thirty days, as at present prevails: it is also hoped that, if the follow-
ing plans are carried out in their eutirety, the merchauts of Shanghai will be
saved au amount, estimated, as shown below, at about £150,000 per anuum,
on merchandise shipped direct from Shaughai to Chnugking.

4. Now, the plan under which the whole system will be worked will be
that in the firs¢ place, the whole of the surveyed portiou, viz., from Ichaug
to Chungking, will be divided into seven districts of works, under seven se-

parate sets of engineers and contractors, for the principal works are seven in

number :—

1. Hsin-tan rapid.

i~

Tung-yaug-tan rapid.
. Miao-Shi-tzu-tan rapid.

woco

Hsiu-lun-tan rapid.
ICweichon ; rock and shingle bank.

o @

Faug-tu ; sunken rocks and reefs.
Kweichou-fu ; large rock (82).
Thus the whole work will be divided up into seven great districts, which will

be treated simultaneonsly, and will thus cause the works to Le all proceeded

{

with at the same time, and finished quickly.

The minor works, amounting to 228 separate works, will be divided as

they fall within the seven districts, and will be dealt with by the same engi-

necrs and contractors above referred to.
6. In the second place, the whole of the river Letween Ichang and

dind s . f ¢
Chuugkiug will be buoyed, and soundings will be taken. The state of the

river then will be such that the plan to be carried out can be commenced.
7. The whole distance (360 miles) will be patrolled by powerful steam-

F )
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launches, of a speed power up to 20 kuots : these lauuches will each patrol
a district of, say, 12 miles each, so that in all there would be 30 launches.

8. These launches being of a great power, will be utilised to ““tow”
junks over the whole distauce if uccessary where the rapids exist or over
part of the distance, and thus the journey by junk should Le accomplished in
the eight days above-mentioned. The reason why it is estimated that the
distance can be accomplished in eiyht days by the towing of junks by lanuch-
cs, is that one may estimate that one can arrange the progress of the junks
up the river during twelve hours in each day, on an average, at a rate of four
knots an howr, including the changes from one launch district to another,
Thus it is estimated that 4& miles per diem will be accomplished, and the 360
miles will be accomplished in eig/it days.

9. There ure two reusous why it is considered advisable to have a
system of probably thirty steam-lnunches over the whole 360 miles. It is

’ system continuous ; so, for

considered advisable to have the *towage’
instance, No. 1 launch will take a certain number of junks at Ichaag, and
will “tow ” them over its district of twelve miles, in, say, three hours. As
the speed of the launches will be up to 20 knots, it is not unreasonable to
estimate that No. 1 lauuch will be in positien again at Lchang, within four
hours of leaving that place, and will thus accomplish the twelve miles (its
district) three times during the day, taking its quota of junks ou each of the
four journeys.

10. The motive power would thus practically be a coutinuous service
over the whole 360 miles. There is no doubt that mauny disasters in rivers
of swift current troubled with rapids and cataracts, are due to lack of means
of speedy information to stations whence Lelp can be summoned.

1. Tt is proposed to have thirty stations Letween Ichang and Chung-
king ; where will be the tying-up stations for junks and steamers at uights,
and the detinite standing stations as it were, for the steam-launches.

12, It is proposed that a complete telegraph system shall run the whole
distance from Ichang to Suchau-fu, for the sole service of the Upper Yang-
tsze Conservancy ; the telegraph stations will be located at the tying-up
stutious above mentioned.

13, It is proposed to ercct barracks for the *trackers’: (this poiut
will be dealt with under the head of ¢ truckers ”) at these stations, so that
the service system shall be complete in all its details.
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14. It is now proposed to deal with the subject from the point of view
as to how it may affect the three industrial divisions of those interested in
the trade of the Yangtsze River—

1. Merchants.
2. Junk-owners.
3. Trackers.
MEXCHANTS,
15. The improvement of the navigation of the Yangtsze River will

affect beneficially the merchants to a greater degree than any of the other
interests eomnected with the trausport trade of the Yangtsze River. 1t is
not too much to sav that one may, with safety, enumerate as many as four
distinet benefit \vl;icll will directly and indircetly arisc from the great water-
way being placed in a proper state of navigation :—

1. Security of transport.

2. Rapidity of transport.

3. The opening up of the immense possibilities of trade with a
country coutaining from 40,000,000 to 50,000,000 of inhabit-
ants.

4. The saving to the merchants of Shanghai of as much as about
£180,000 per annum, in the transport of merchandise from
Shanghai to Chungking.

16. Now, the following figures, tuken frm_g the Maritime Custoins
Reports for 1897, show the amounts and value of cotton goods (shirtings—
grey, plain) imported into Shanghai, Ichang and Chuugking, and the value
of the goods per piece at each city.

Cotton Goods (shirtings : grey, plain,) imported into Shanghai in 1897:
4,019,499 picces, value Hkn. Tls. 11,344,068. The value per piece works
ont to Lie Tls. 2.2.5 per piece.

Into Ichang 454,660 pieces were imported of a value of Hkn. Tls.
1,227,682. This works out at a value of per picce, Tls. 2.7,

Into Chungking 458,394 pieces were imported of a value of Hkn. Tls.
1,145,985. This works out at & value of Tls. 2.5.4 per piece.

The above figures, takeu frowm the Maritime Customs Reports for 1897,
show that the freights Lave te be added to these figures before one can
arrive at the actual cost and therefore value of the cotton piece goods in

Chungking.
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17. Now I propose to deal with the subject of the transport of the

.

wrade between Shanghai and Chungking, as it at present exists, under five
heads, and to endeavour to show how and in what manner I propose to improve
the transport conditions for thhe Shanghai merchants :—

1. The trade (imports) of Chungking in the year 1897 and its
value. The trade (exports) of Chungking for 1897 and its
valne.

2. Estimated shipping tonuage which earried the goods from Shang-
hai to Chungking, and carried the exports from Chungking.

3. The estimated tons of goods carried by the estimated tons of
shipping.

4. The cost of carrying the trade from Shanghai to Chungking.

5. How and in what manner I propose to improve the transport
condition of the trade hetween Shanghai and Chungking.

18. Dealing first with “head No. 1.”:—The Maritime Customs Reports
for 1897 show that the imports to the port of Chungking were £1,776,586.
The exports from the port of Chungking were £1,069,017.  This, however,
must not be cousidered as the total amount of L'rade Fx ports and Tmportys
of the port of Chungking. On page 29 of Mr. Consul Bourne’s report to
the Marquess of Salishury, reccivel at the TForeign Otfice, March 21st, 1898,
occurs the following : “There are no returns to consult, but I will risk an
“estimate of the Exports from the whole province of Szech’nan to the
“ Eastern provinces at £3,300,000 :—

OQrT Ty oo B e riaeb bt o P e e e veeeen. £1,800,000
{5 L b (el DA ol s £ b T
“Drugs «.oven..... ek S20 A vereeeeeee 400,000
I ey N TP e A E 5 A PR R T

“ Wax, tobacco, sugar, musk, wool, skins,
“hides, feathers, bristles. and other ex-

ST Sabc 5500 o afioaa 2800 x Do 00 4p cerreenee 600,000

£3,300,000

——

“Of the Tmports taken in return, cotton and cotton goods, I estimate
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“ to account for no less than £2,400,000 value :—

« Raw cotton (200,000 bales) “ea ... £ 500,000

“Native piece goods, home spun (300,000 7
“bales) ... - £ 1,000,000

“Indian Yarn T =2 e 600,000

« Lancashire Cottons 300,000

£2,400,000”

Head No. 2.—The Castoms Reports for 1897 show, p. 73 under the
paragraph ¢ Shipping,” that the total number of chartered junks which
entered and cleared af the port of Chungking was 2,311, and that 10,951
Likin junks were reported as having passed the barrier below Chungking,
therefore a total of 13,262 junks. The chartered junks showed a total
tonnage of 68,444 tons, or an average of rather over 30 tons per junk, and
I am informed that the Likin junks can be taken at the same average ton-
nage. Thus a total tonnage of 396,974 tons of shipping imported into
Chungking, and exported from Chungking, was the trade of that port in 1897,

Head No. 3.—Now. in order to estimate the number of tons of eargo
which the 13,262 junks, of a registered tonnage of, say, 396,974 tons of
shipping, carried, it wonld be fair to ostimate that they carried about 22 fons
of cargo cach, say, 291,764 tons of cargo, equal to a valne of £8.4.5 per ton
of goods imported into Chnngkil}g.

Head No. 4.—Now, in ordei to estimate the cost at which the trade
was carried, viz., say, £2,400,000 worth of goods from Shanghai to Chung-
king, I propose to take an average between the cost of transport of one ton
of piece goods as per the Blackhurn Report, freight Shanghai to Chungking,

(p.p- 87 & 88) including insurance and re-packing ot Iehang, Tls. 45.4.0
and the freight charge, including insurance and re-package at Ichang, of
one ton of yarn, viz, Tls. 36.5.0.

The average between the two prices wonld be Tls. 40.9.5 per ton.

Now, the 291,764 tons of cargo are carried at an average estimated
freight charge of Tls. 40.9.5 (including insurance and re-packing at Iehang)
from Shanghai to Clumgking, so wonkl he carried for Tls. 13,947,745

Head No. 5.—The expenscs of trangport for the Shanghai merchants

wonld be reduced. in cases where re-packing at Tchang has heen necessary.
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by Tls. 4.3.0 per ton (vide Blackburn Report, page 87, for cost of re-packing
at Ichang) equal, on 291,764 tons of goods, to about Tls. 1,254,583, or about.
£180,000 per annum, thus reducing' the transport charge on £2,400,000
worth of goods from Tls. 13,947,745 to Tls. 12,693,160, whicly, in addition
to the reduction of cost thus etfected, will include the “T'oll” which by the
Petition would amount to 12} Haikwan Taels per ton ou all ships, boats
and junks which pass up the Yangtsze River from Iehang to Chnngking.
It is believed that later it will be possible to rednee the actual freight
charges between Shanghai and Chungking.

19. The manuer in which it is proposed to earry out this improvement
is as follows : by the construction of a fleet of powerful steamers for service
between Shanghai and Chungking. It is considered most desirable that, in
view of the almost certain development and increase of the trade conditions
of the whole of the Yangtsze Valley by the proposed improvement of the
navigation of the Yangtsze River and as a necessary part of the improvement
of the navigation system, that a feet of powerful steamers shall be con-
stracted which shall be ready to convey the trade of the Yangtsze direct
from Shanghai to Chungking, and from Chungking to Shanghai, and it is
hoped that the constraction of this proposed fleet will induce other corpora-
tions and shipping firms also fo establish steamers plying direct between
Shanghai and Chnngking. In order to bring the jnnk trade te uaderstand
that freights must be lowered the “ohject lesson ”” of the steamers with their
lowered freight charges, and their through transport will be practical argu-
ments beyoud discussion. But, as explained in paragraph 8 and mnder t'hc
beading ““Junk-Owners ™, it will e scen that, by the junk-owner having
motive power over at least part of the journcy offercd him, or all, if consi-
dercd necessary, between Ichang and Chungking, his profits will he greater
over the new system than by that which prevails at present. 7

The steawers will he completed after the great engineering waorks, the
sonndings, and the huoying system have defined clearly what kind of stcamer,
of what capacity. and of what power wonld be the most beneficial fo the
service.

Jonk-OwNBRS,

20. The jank-owner may make under present arrangements, say, as
many as four journeys from Ichang and OChungking in the year, occupying
over the complete jonrnev, viz, from Ichang to Chungk'mg loading at
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Chungking, and the return journey from Chungking to Ichang, as much
as fifty days. His expenses are now great; the wages of the crew, wupan
men, and ¢ trackers ”, and the expenses of the fifty days of food for the
above.

91. Under the improved plan, he will have to pay the *Toll » of 121
Haikwan Taels per ton; on the other band, his expenses will be reduced
by the fact that the motive power will be supplied free of cost to the junk-
owner by the steam-launches; he will thus be able to do away with the
expenses of the “trackers” and part of his crew ancl the fact that the
duration of the complete journey from Ichang to Cbnngking and return
will be thirty days at the most, instead of fifty days, will again save the
junk-owner espense. Moreover, as many of the «trackers” will be in the
cmploy of the Upper Yangtsze River Conservancy, that corporation will be
able to allow the junk-owners to employ them, free of cost, when it is
considercd that the current may be too strong, and the free board of the
junk too small and that there will be a risk of swamping the junk if it were
forced by tbe powerful launches up against the strong current. The
¢ trackers "’ would in such cases be used, and after the rapid or cataract
were passed the junk would again be attached to the launch and would
continue its course more rapidly.

9292. Thus the profit of the junk-owner, owing to the reduction in his
expenses of transport, will remain very much the same as formerly, not-
withstanding the apparent change in the payment; moreover, with the
natural expansion of trade, the journeys of the junk-owner would amount
to at least six per annum, instead of only (at most) four, as is the case
under the present conditions. Therefore he would make a larger profit in
the ycar’s business.

TrE TRACKERS,

23. It appears that there are ahout 20,000 men who earn their living
by the business of “ tracking ” the junks up the rapids and cataracts. In
the carrying out of the complete system as shown in the foregoing pages,
it is intended to primarily retain the services of as many as possible of these
men, by the payment to them of a small retaining fee, so that the Upper
Yangtsze Conservancy might bave a first call on them for the necessary
amount of work which there may still be for them to do, notwithstanding

the altered conditions of transport.
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24. In addition to the fee, and the work found for them, the men
would be cmployed on the 235 sets of wor'ks, and it is estimated that with
the advent of security to navigation, the same conditions will prevail in the
Upper Yangtsze as prevailed in the Lower Yangtsze, where, with the
advent of steam, the jnuk traffic, as distributor of freight and merchandise,
increased to a very great extent.

25. In this manner, the “trackers’ will find an extva neans of liveli-
hood, and with the opening up of the river traflic other industries will be,
without doubt, developed, which will bring fresh requiremnents for labour
into the market.

Finance.

26. With regard to the finance, the Petition arranges that the Peti-
tioner shall receive 124 Haikwan Taels per ton ou all ships, boats and
junks which pass up the river between Ichang and Chungking.

27. In estimating the Revenue to be received trom the “Toll” ii
is suggested to take 300,000 tons as an average on which the charge would
be made. The Revenue, therefore, would amount, at this estimate, to
about £535,714 per annum.

28. It is almost impossible to estimate with accuracy, at the prresent

time, the exact cost of the works completed, but it is roughly estimated at
about £3,000,000.

29. It would not be advisable to estimate that one could issue 5 per
cent. Bonds secured on the “ Toll® at a higher rate than 90, so it would
be necessary to issue, say, £3,400,000 at 90, producing £3,060,000.

30. The interest at & per ceut. on £3,400,000 plus % per cent. sinking
fund (after ten years), to redeem in 50 years (for the right to impose the
“Toll” will be for 60 years) would amount to £187,000 per annum.

3l. Now, in estimating the up.keep of the Upper Yangtsze Conser-
vancy works, one must remember that the average cost of up-keep of 17
of the great canals of Great Britain is 69 per cent. of the reccipts, which
would amount, in the case of the Upper Yaugtsze River, to £369,842 per
annum, but as the works are not continuous, although they extend over a
great distance (viz., 360 miles) it is estimated that £346,714 per annum
(the balance between interest and sinking fund payment and the amount
of the estimated revenue from the ¢ Toll,” viz., £535,714 per annum) will
be ample to meet the expenses of up-keep.
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32, Comparative cost per ton per mile of the “Toll” of the Suez Canal
and the Upper Yangtsze River Conservancy.—The “Toll” charged per ton
in the Suez Canal is 8/- over a distance of 94 miles; the charge is the
sawe, viz., 8 - per ton for the return journey ; therefore the charge for the
180 miles amount to 16/- per ton, equal to 45 per ton per mile.

Now, in the proposed «moll” of £1-15-117 per ton on all ships, boats
and junks which pass up the river from Ichang to Chungking, viz., up the
river (360 miles), there is no charge for the return journey from Chung-

ug, notwithstanding that the water-way will have been equally
avigation up stream. The

lzing to Icha
eam as for n

improved for navigation down str
charge, therefore, of 35/11} per ton for 720 miles amounts to 23 farthings

about half the charge per ton per mile of the Suez Canal.

But in excess of this ccmes the important feature that the Upper
Yangtsze Conservancy will provide motive power for the 13,000 junks
(vide Maritime Customs Report) which ply between Icbang and Chung-
king, passing up the river free of cost by bauling them, if desired, by
launelies over the whole distance of 360 miles between

per ton per mile, or

powerful steam-
Ichang and Chungking.

HoxcroNG: GENERAL Ciaaper oF COMMERCE,

Honckone, 1st October, 19C0.

punittee to thank you for atfording

SIR,—1 an, instructed by my Co
your scheme

them the opportunity of perusing the documents explaining
1g the navigation of the Upper Yangtsze. Concerning the
the Committec must decline to otfer any opinion;

the removal of the existing obstructions to
age to trade

for improvit
details of the scheme,

but it seems indisputable that

the navigation of the Yangtsze River would prove of advaut

genera.lly.-l am, &c.,
R. M. GRAY, Chairmau.

To Sir Joun Listir Kave, Bart.

16, BoLTON STREET,
Loxvon, W., 26th November, 1900.

—1 beg to acknowledgo your letter dated 1st October, 1900, and
y thank the Committee of the Hong-

for their kind letter to me with re-

S1r,
shall be much obliged if you will kindl

kong General Chamber of Commerce
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gard to the Impvovement of the Navigation of the Yangtsze River

be n,lfles I:'.Znarzocilt:ll(lzie;] itth§u will inform the Committe: that T am. glad to

e o them that I.Vh'. BerTIiE informed me last Wednes-

S:Tow ; O.l e1{',rn Office .hus written by last Friday’s mail to Sir ErNE

o enquire if the Chinesc will agree to my Petition.—I am, &c i
?) B

JOHN LISTER KAYE

o i L.

R. M. Gray, Esq.,, Chairman, HoNGRONG GENERAL ChAMBEI c
i sk or Con-

MERCE, Hengkong.

x
British-grown Products and the Revised French Tariff.

UN me Bl T .
1TED PLANTERS' ASSOCIATION OF SOUTIIERN INDIia
NDI1a,
Mabras, 11th November, 1900.

DEear Sir,—At the Aunual Meeting i iati
August, 1900, the following Resolutioie::: uiintiiuissofllatwn b n
“That considering the critical condition of the teayaandozzeﬁd —
t}'ie?, this Association do communicate with the Indian ';‘e vyl
clation, the Ceylon Planters’ Association, the Indian Chaeai)A:s 3
Commercta and the leading firms of merchants and br:lli ?ls'Of
terested in tea and coffee, &c., in this country and in E mls g
f_‘“d her Colonies, with a view to ascertaining whether a1 PR
in fav‘our of a commercial combination of Gcl,'eat. Britaiunove(;nent
Colo.mes and India against the world (which would b :n !
of differential duties afford some protection to British-zrmsys%m
. iuct.sland manufactures) would receive support.” T PR
is resolution may be said to haver iefly
re'vision of the French Tariff in regard tolf[ili)lct)i(tlsc:;eii):mm ¥ re?ent
alie) India, and the British Colonies and Dependeuciels ;ce A
less aware that the French Parliament, as an act of repri’sa.l a;:i::: %Oub't.
Z:;;;d recentllly a law doupling the euties on eoffee, tea, and spices iml)::t.zég
: .countl ies not having Treaties of Commerce with France, or
g?;:il]:lgci[oojt Favzured Nation. Tr'en.tment, amoug which are I;ld(;; :](:(t;
g 11e's 'fu.1 Dependencies (with tlie exception of Canada). ,Th
nch and Brazilians have made up their quarrel, but the French Tari;'

—— e W T
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law, which was really directed aguinst Brail, still subsists. There appears
to be reasonable ground for hope that it will not be put intn force, but if
it should, the consequence would e, to use the words of the Economist,
that the probibitory tariff for Colonial produce would only be applied to
countries, British Colonies amotig others, tor which it was not intended.

Although it is possible that the French Government may be induced
to reconsider the action referved to, yet what has been already done serves
as an unmistakable warning of the grave risk to which British Trade is at
present exposed, and the burdens it may at any time be called upon to
bear.

It is felt that theve is a strong and growing feeling in England and
her Dependeuncies and Colonies in favour of what may be termed an Iin-
perial Fiscal Federation for the protection of British interests as against
those of the rest of the world. The Association is desirous of eliciting
your views on the subject, to co-operate for the purpose of submitting
memovials to the Home Government and cther Governments concerned,
and would be glad of your advice asto the precise form such memorials
should take. .

If you have already made any move in the direction indicated, a copy
of your proceedings would be welcome.—I am, &c.,

H. PERCIVAL HODGSON, Chairman.

The PRESIDENT,
GENERAL CHaMBER o CoMMERCE, HONGKONG.

HoxngrkoNg GENERAL CnaMsexr oF COMMERCE,
Honexoxg, 9th January, 1901.

DEar SIrR,—1 beg leave to ackunowledge receipt of your letter dated
11th November last, enclosing copy of u resolution passed at the last annual
meeting of your Association to ascertain whether a movement in favour of a
commercial combination of Great Britain aud her Colonies and India against
the world, by a system of differential duties, to afford some protection of

British-grown products and wanufactures, would receive support.

Your letter was laid bLefore the Committee of this Chamber at its last

meeting and considered, but they could not see their way to join in such a

FTa ]
X

movement as that proposed. —I am, &e.,
R. M. GRAY, Chairman.
1. PercivarL Hobesox, Esq.,

UNITED PLANTERS' ASSOCIATION OF SOUTHERN INDIA.

D A
Certiflcates of Origin in Japan.

JAPANESE CONSULATE,
Hongrong, 29th December, 1900.
DEAR Srr,—I beg to inform you, for the information of the Members,
that the copy of invoice hitherto required to be filed at this Consulate by an
applicant for a certificate of origin of goods to be imported to Japan, will not
be required on and after the 1st of January next, but, on the other hand, the
shippers are requested to provide the forms of the certificate at their own
expense, as this office shall not hereafter issue the same gratis as it vsed to
be.—1I am, &e.,
M. KATO, Consul for Japan.
THE SECRETARY, HONGKONG GENERAL CHAMBER oF COMMERCE.

HoNngroNG GENERAL CHAMBER of COMMERCE,
HonGxong, 31st December, 1900.

DeEar Sir,—I beg to acknowledge receipt of yonr letter of the 29th
instaut, announcing that on and after the Ist January next, applicants for a
certificate of origin of goods to be imported into Japan will not be required
to file a copy of invoice, but that shippers are resuested to provide the
forms of certificate at theic own cost, as they will not be supplied gratui-
tously at the Consulate as heretofore.—I am, &c.,

R. CHATTERTON WILCOX, Secretary.
M. Karo, Esq., Consnl for Japan.
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The Death of the late Queen Victoria.

HonekoNe GENERAL CHAMBER oF COJMMERCE,
HoNGKONG, 29th January, 1901,

Sir,—As the occasion of the funeral of Her late Most Gracious
Majesty Queen Victoria will be one of national mourning, my Committee
beg respectfully to suggest, for the consideration of His Excellency the
Governor, that Saturday uext, the 2nd February, be o observed in this
Colony. Also that the Public Offices be closed and business suspended on
that day out of respect for the memory of our mueh lamented Sovereign.

I have, &e.,

R. CHATTERTON WILCOX, Secretary.

Hoxn. COLONIAL SECRETARY.

No. 217, Cor.oNLAL SECRETARY'S OFFICE,
Hongroxg, 30th January, 1901.
Sik,—In reply ty your letter of the 29th instant, I am directed to
inform you that His Excellency the Goveruor has divected that the 2und
proximo should be observel as a day of public mourning and all publie
offices be closed.—1 have, &e.,
J. H. STEWART LOCKHARTY, Colonial Secretary.

The SrcrETARY, CHAMBER 0F COMMERCE.

2 1
Registration of Servants.

No. 256. Cor.oN1sL SECRETARY's OFFICE,
Honcxong, 4th February, 1901,

Sir,—1 am directed to transmit to you the cnclosed copics of a letter

addressed to me by, the Honouruble Captain Superintendent of Police, aud to

request that you will kindly obtain the opiniou of your Committee on thix

subject with a view to giving some indication, if possible, of the general

opinion of the Colony on the question of the registration of servants.

2, I am also fo ingnire whether, in the opinion of the Commitree, it
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would be desirable to re-enact the seetion 7 of 1866 which dealt with registra-
tion of servauts, and at the same time 1o draw attention to the fact that if
legislation of that kind were re-enacted, it would be necessary to make the
penalties for non-observance applicable to employers as well n.x to employed,
and to enforce such penalties equally against both.

3. It would appear from scctions 28 and 32 of the Ordinsnce mentioned
{(No. 7 of 1866) that this was done hy that Ordinance, but I understand the

law was not long observed and was eventually repealed hy Ordinance 15 of
1888.——1 have, &c.,

J. H. STEWART LOCKHART, Colonial Secretury.

The SECRETARY to THE CuHaMBER oF CoMMERCE.

Police Office,
Hongkong, 6th December, 1900.

Sir,—I have the honour again to recommend thut the provisions of Ordi-
nance No. 7 of 1866 reluating to the registration of servauts be re-enacted with
the addition of a provision to the effect that servants must. when applying
for regisiration supply two photographs of themselves, one to be filed in the
register, and the other o be attached to the certificate of registration.

I addressed you on this subject in my letter No. 200 of the 18th July,
1894, again in my annual report for that year, and for the third time in my
letter No. 333 of the 23th September, 1897,

Since the latter date difliculties with servants have greatly increased,
an:d within the last 10 davs I havo received three appeals for assiztance.—
I have, &e.,

F. H. May, Captain Snperintendeut of Police.
'The Honourable The Colonial Seeretary.

HoNgkoNG GENERAL CBAMBEK or COMMERCE,
HoxegoNG, 18th February, 1901.
Sir,—1 have the honour to acknowledge receipt of your letter (No. 256)
of the 4th instant transmitting copy of a letter from the Honourable Captain
Superintendent of Police on the subject of the registration of servants,

suggesting the re-enactment of certain provisions of Ordinance No. 7 of 1866
(=t=} pe] ]
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the attachment of photogruphs of servants 1o the certificates, and the
making registration compulsory on employers.

The: guestion has been carefully considered by the Committee, who
unanimously caine to the conclusion that the enactment of a Registration
Ordinance as proposed would be inadvisable and probably impracticable.— ‘
I have, &e., ' |

R. CHATTERTON WILCOX, Seecratary.

The Hon. THr COLONIAL SECRETARY.

FORTNIGHTLY |

CURRENT QUOTATIONS

FOR THE YEAR 1900.
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FORTNIGHTLY CURRENT EXCHANGE AND

On London Private Docu-
Bank, [Telegraphic Credits, . mentary.
QUOTATIONS. £ months' | Transfer. | 4 months’ | 4 months
sight. sig ht. sight,
Forfniglht ending 5th JANUAYT jee-cereees 1113 1j11 11143 2/04%
Do. do. 19th January,......... 1/1133 Y15 20 2/04
Do. do. 2nd February, ...... 1117 111} 2045 2/045
Do. Jo. 16th February, ....... UlL§ 1115 11y 11l
Do. do. 2nd Marcly..eeeeeeeens| 1113 1115 1ilg 20
Do. do. 16T March, ...eeecee  LILEE 111% 1113 2/0
Do. do. 30th March, . eeee /1R 111§ 1,112 20
Do. do. 13tk April, .ceeeuneeee. L1y 111 111 2{0
Il Do. do.  27th April, eseeeecen]  L1LEE g 1112 20
] Do. do. 11th May, ceecoeeen]  L1E 1113 1,112 2.0
Do. | PRI e oot YRS 1tlg; 111 20
Do. do.  8thJune,....ccesnee. | L1 11175 111E 20
Do. do. 2204 Jung, eeeceeeeven| LU 1115 1117 2.0
Do. do.  Gth JNIF,eeereerereeee| 210 1113 204, 20y,
Do. do.  20th JULy, coveeeevenes|  20% 2/0 205 2,04,
Do. do. 3rd August, ......... . 2047 208 2003 1
Do. do. 17th August, sesseeess| 203 2i0,% 205 21018
Do, do. 3lst August, weeowss| 203 205 20} L4
Do. do. 14th September,......| Lk 2,01} 2/14% 2/14%
Do. do. 28th September,......] 2{la 204 2114 214,
Do. do. 12th October, wrv.nee] 2113 2032 2112 211
Do.  do. 26th October,.........| 2/1fs 2413 21133 2134
9th November, ......
23th November,...... 3
7th December, .......
21st Decembcy, .....
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BULLION QUOTATIONS DURING THE YEAR 1900.

Fl‘ﬂ.cl)llét‘. L P n On liar
emonths’ | T | Do, | S
Fes. 2511 Bs 1445 | Rs 1441 |10} 9% pm. |
Fes. 2.62 | Rs 141} | Rs- 144 (10}
Fes. 233 | Rs 1453 | Re 1458 |10}
Fes. 250 | Rs- 145 | R+ 45 |10

Fes. 2.303| Rs 1464 | Re. Li6d (10!
Fes. 2.504| Ra. 146 | Rs 146 (10§
Fos. 2508 | Rs. 146 | Rs 146 |10§
Fes. 2.50%| Rs: 146% | Rs 146} |10k
Fes. 2505 | Rs- 146} | Rs 146} |102
Fes. 2.50%| Re 1465 | ‘Re 1463 101 .
Fes. 2505 Rs 1467 | Rs- 1467 (108 .,
Fes. 2,508 Bs- 1465 | Rs- 1463 (103 o,
Kes, 2503 Re 147 | Rs: 147|104
Fes. 2.55 | Re 1405 | Rs- 1193 (103,
Fes. 256 | Ra 150 | Rs- 1504 |11

Fes. 2.6% | Ree DU | Rs 151 |11}
Fes. 230 | Rs 1513 | Rs 1513 |11}
Fes. 2.613| Rs 1523 | Rs 152% (11
Fes. 265 | Re 155 | Bs 155 |11

es. 2.655| R 155 | Rs 135 [1ug
Tes 266 | Re 1555 | Re- 155L |10}
¥es. 270 | Re 159 | Re. 109 [jlO}
Fes, 2675 Re 1567 | Rs- 1561 |10
Fes. 2.69 | Rs- 1575 | Rs 1571 10§
Fcs. 2.60)| Rs 158 | Rs 158 [10%
Fes. 2.66 | Rs 1543 | Rs 1345 |11,

Nyeec.

94 % pm.

0l
8
8

8%

Mexican | Z4e™
L Allssg (S
pertusl

24 o4 pm. | $52.20
28 o 851.90
8% ., |$51.95
2k 5 |[s51.90
i $51.85
23 $51.80
2% #51.70
3 u [s51.65
23 $51.60
23 $51.50
3 r $51.55
21 $51.65
23 $a1.70
Hi $51.95
I'5 $52.10
35 872120
3% §50.80
i $50.60
24 350.00
2] $149.90
24 1 349,65
113 518,90
) $48.80
21 1 $18.80
2 §48.55
9 SHE.65

Gold
Leaf,
100
touch.

per tacl
$53.80
$63.30
$53.30
$53.20
§53.15
$53.20
Sad.1u
$53.05
$63.00
$52.90
$53.00
$53.16
$53.15
$53.40
$53.50

§52.70

%60.60)
550.25
250.25
$49.90

§50.00
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THE HARBOUR MASTER'S REPORT.

No. 134.
HArRBOUR DEPARTMENT,

Hovexkoxe, 15th March, 1901.

Sir,—I have the honour to forward the Annual Report for this
Department for the year ending 31st December, 1900.

SurprING.

1. The total tonnage entering and clearing during the year 1900
amouunted to 18,445,134 tons, being an increase, compared with 1899, of
343,825 tons.

There were 41,223 arrivals of 9,228,762 tons, and 41,233 departures of
9,216,372 tons,

Of British Ocean-going tonnage, 2,841,936 tons entered, 2,821,410
tons cleared.

Of River Steamers (British) 1,746,674 tous entercd, and 1,745,178
tons clearcd ; making a grand total of British tonnage of 9,155,198 tous
entering and clearing.

Of Foreign Ocean-going tonnage, 2,425,086 tons entered, and 2,425,311
tons cleared.

Of Foreign River Steamers, 8,286 tons entered, and 8,286 tons clear-
cd; making a grand total of Foreign tonnage of 4,866,969 tons entering
and clearing.

Of Junks in Foreign Trade, 1,604,632 tons entercd, and 1,620,224
tons cleared.

Of Junks in T.ocal ‘Trade, 602,148 tons entered, and 595,963 tons
cleared.

Thus—
British Ocecan-going townase represeured 30.7 J.
.+  River v ,. 19.0 7.
Foreign Ocean-groing o e 26.3 7.
. River —~ 2 0.1 4.
Junk (Foreign Trade) .. e 17.4 9.
5. chal Trade) & & 6.5 .

2. Five thousand three hundred and ninety-five (5,395) steamers, 78
suiling vessels and 17,732 junks in Foreign Trade entered during the year,
giving a daily average of 63.6 as against 76.9 in 1899.

For European constructed vessels the daily average entry would be

e
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14.99 against 14.91 in 1899, and, of the vessels entering 68.77 were British.

3. A comparison between the years 1899 and 1900 is shewn in the

following table:—

Comparative Shippiny Return for the Years 1899 and 1900.

I 18990, 1900. ~ INCREASE, I DECREASE.

hllll)$1 Tonnage. | Ships. | 1:muﬂ|,c Ships. ]'l'ounagv

5‘!![’3 Tonnage.

Toll, 91350081 103] 430182 .
l‘orelgn YN 3{‘)7] },All,lSI 3,424 4._866,9691 I'lml,SSS, 68 o
J“‘?‘“""‘ 1'””"’“1 15,067 | 5,696,184 354251 3226856 .. | .. ns42| 471,328
tEracloTpsae e i i : |

1
|
|
i
-
British,.. .| 7.408| 9725016 \
|

I:r 3665 - 1,.247,023] 0,710 | 471,328

: i |
ypnie i T“’“"‘I} 32,635 ‘iG"‘nSlst'!l 11031111'3,43(; 230,133

|
Total......\55,972 1 15,133,331

ficadese st ?

eand Total.. i‘;b 627 t 18,101, ] 4-{’!,]1‘}{ \ 3,080 815,153 | 9,710 471,328

Vet e e | R LG 4 e

Inclading 4,18 Conservancy and Dust BDoats measuring 108,834 tons.
+ Including 12,826 Conscrvancy and Dust Boats measnring 316,300 tons.
¥ Including 13,724 Conservancy and Dust Boats measuring 460,196 teus.

4. For vessels under the British flag this table shews an incroase of 103
ships measuring 430,182 tons, but when taking into account the decrease
in River Trade under this flag, viz., 111 vessels of 58, 317 tons, the actual
increase to Ocean-going trade would be 214 ships of 488,499 tons. The
falling off in River Trade may be wholly ascribed to the steamers Samshui,
Wuchow, Hoi Tong and Kwai Lunt, being sold and off' the run.

Of the increase mentioned above the chief factors are:—(i) The turn-
ing over of many of the China Merchants’ steamers to British colours.
(ii) The fact of a greater percentage of tiamp steamers calling than here-
tofore (principally carrying coal). (iii) The increased size of many of the
liners on home routes. And (iv) The fact of some of the coasters calling
at the port more frequently than they did last year.

For vessels under Foreign flags therc is a numerical decrease of 68
shewn, but with an increased tonnage of 154,838 tons, the falling off in
vessels is ascribed to the turning over of a port.ion of the China Merchants’
fleet to the British flag, also further augmented by a falling off in vessels
under the United States, Japanese and Norwegian colours. The increasc
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in tonnage is explained by the greatly increased size of many of the Ger-
man steamers also to the Scottish Oriental Steamship Company turning
over to German colours, which has considerably augmented the tonnage
under this flag. Vessels under French colours have also helped to enhance
the increase, which is esplained by their making more trips than were
made last year.

5. The actual number of ships of European construction (cxelusive
of River Steamers) entering the port during the year 1900, was 709—
being 363 British and 346 Foreign.

These 709 vessels entered 3,440 times and gave a total tonnage of
5,267,022 tous. In 1899, 603 vessels entered 3,36l times and gave an ag-
gregate tonnage of 4,940,218 tons. :

Thus 106 more vessels entered 79 more times and gave a total tonnage
increased by 326,804 tons.

STEAMERS.
ke No. of Times f H—,
Fing Ships. g | I'otal Tonnage.
1899. | 1900. | 1899. | 1900. | 1599. 1900.

{ "-"_-__ 1=hon [
British,..................j 289 1 332 {1,654 11,759 2,557,920 | 2,792,973
AuStrian, ...ooeeeens e i sl B ol LS 71,195 102,727
Bolgian, .ooooocoeenea 8 ‘ R e B B 4,574 5,963
@hinesey 1ot coeeeebeases 18 16 TOIEIINO9 248,809 128,479
IDanishy r.eoe ntesess iny 6 11 | 8 23,560 17,789
Fioiih! et L - o S R T 2,470 22,846
French,...... ale e s % 20 | 19 221 | 232 218,669 229,954
BTy cooooddatanee 78 | 107 632 | 656G | 826,275 952,870
Hawaiian,...... a0 500k S 2 .. [ 4,596
1T b¥T ono000a0ma00a608 6 | SRR MRS 26,710 19,7432
BIAPANEEEC, o catntonsss 68 83 330 314 671,817 (649,28
Norwegian, . c 25 21 | 125 l 110 ‘ 117,220 122,859
Portuguese, .......... x 2 | 2 311 38| 1,672 5,856
Russian, .ececceeeeneoes 3| 11 4. 12| 4,889 24,799
Spanigh, .........ee.el. TR S| Gl . 3,516
Swedish, «..cecunnt ‘ | 1k i 6 5,934
United Sta.tes, 600000 17 12 1 48 53 80,493 87,206
) MDY ooctianesoeaeod e o | dhlf 1 e 4 393

: | i

ot it 550 | 643 3,303 | 3,362 I 4,864,385 | 5,169,918
| ‘ !
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SAILING VESSELS,

| g eglinds
" ~ Ships hol:‘:::fe?;g.‘e” Total Tonnage.
Flag. |
% 1899, | 1900. l 1899. | 1900. 1899. 1900.
er i - 2w l_' a2 3 —T
BBl o A Ao L oos| a1l 2r| 40| 20558 48,968
Goerman, .eoieveienn..s | 5 5 5 3 9,241 6,303
Tk g e e gkl 1 P 794 720
United States, «v.ooeeeei 24 25| 25 27 36,240 39,056
D coa fooctrmadgnundt. S 2| ... 2 893
[Baein @iy < onaaotooosonoos 2 - 3 I 337
JAPANCEC, oveeiriennens ST 1 Il ald
Norsvegian. «ceeveeeees ik 1 gt Ii [ 315
il poncgsat ¢33 . 66 ; 53 78 ! 75,833 97,104
! y !

6. The 363 British ships carried 2,667 British Officers and 15 Foreign

Officers, as follows:—

VAR Y e b e, Tl s o 35006 akdod acodotn 2,667
TORERTIR 55 sorano i oo Aaaions BeE s 100 o4 3
Germnny, . $9 s e B et 30 Sl 4
Tt St tos SN S el s

Total...............2,682

The proportion of Foreign Officers was, therefore, 0.65 per cent., com-

prising 3 nationalities—a decrease of 0.63 per cent. with an increase of

ships.

[ t39 ]

The 348 Foreign Ships carried 2,291 Officers, of whom 274 were

British, borne as follows:—

In Japaunese IS Loty s oafte o0 133
,» Chinese T Ry 60
» German e T 39
s United Statess i b et s 19
,» Duteh Y ol S
» French e B0 oo cp et
,», Russiau A T h e Ao W [
» Portuguese T e 3

TR e s o 274

The proportion of British Officers in Foreign ships was, therefore,
11.9 per cent. distributed among 8- nationalities. A decrease of 3.7 per
cent. on 1899, with an increase of 65 ships.

Or the crews of British vessels—
18.4 9 were British.
139 . Other Europeans.
) 2 9 TS s T
80.3 9 . Asiasics.
OF the crews ol Foreign vessels—
oAl Tt i, B2ty
1.8 % were Britizh.
2899 ., Other Buropeans,
693 7 ., Asiatics

This shows a slight falling off of Asiaties with a corresponding in-
crease in the proportion of Europeans.

At the samo tiwe there is an increase in the percentage of “ Other
Buropeans” employed in British ships, and a slight falling oft' of Pritish
seamen cmployed in Foreign vessels.

——— el g 5 e e
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TrADE. Lol .
¢
7. The principal features to be remarked as to the trade of the port for S ¥k i CARGO.
the year 1900 are :— : (JOLfﬂ‘l.\. Siips.|  Tons. i
- - EDisclm,rged. In Transit.
(i) A great increase in Sugar Imports amounting to 76.6 7. I
Crass L i
(i) A great incrense in Timber showing 74.2 7. . BESTY A b e i 5 ot ;
i e Eur;).;(-; ............... 2 97,533 | 32,303
Chofniatob e, ey A5 B0 s UGB RISt
(i) A great increuse in Flour representing 66.1 7. MAUTHUS, evorensserensereonserens “13 ’337 | 297,515 | 511,853
United States, «.oooveeenes 143 | 357 S e
...... 37,075 . 275,442 | 359,407
iv) A great increase in Coal Tmports amounting to 63.7 7. 175 ==
(iv) Ay p & 7 o 475 11,266,534 | 705,912 | 953,099
(v) A large increase in Hem representing 60.7 7. Australia and New Zealand, ... 45| 78,012 05
= P 3 / India and Straits Settlomeu’ts SR f)‘l)g’gglﬁ - 20’132 29,334
dapan, ... ST ’ 4;4 53()’4-13 ' égg"ls 90,352
(vi) Bulk Oilis almost at & standstill compared with lust ycar; clféwn.land I",di‘m Al‘°1§ipﬂlﬂgo,--~ 186 243,’0:13 274’3;:2 23?3,22?)?
Lut Case Oil shows a decline of 10,609 tons. orth aud South Pacific, ....... 1 47 | e &
Russia in Asig,.cecenee.... 6 - o
......... 9,878 | 8,520 1,000
(vii) The Rice Trade which renched its culminatiog point last year . 773 [1,481,010 iI],,345 080 137.03¢
Las fallen back by 98,801 tons and may now be said 10 be : Crass 1L : : : e
at its normal condition. - [
North Borneo, ..c.oveeeeiennnn. &7 25 | 3= 46
BORaE O Chilth, st it sivmnt ot 1,178 1553’335 Bt
Cochin-Ching, «..ocoveennennes 156 ,1"'8’9" | 733’942 685,047
The net increase in Imports reported amounts to 422,717 tons. Formosu, ....... T O 1?3 é3’-§* | 5;1’242 3,000
Phi.lippinc Islands, 183 0]7’:;33 “6’7§9
A Dt en LIATS, IR0 S0 215, 1, 55606 ] 31540
AN e e r0.666 tons T T g 5 =2'035 | aya
In Exports there is a decrease of 70,666 tons. Maca.’o, 133 103,93«; | 243,015 3:030
11 ROCHOMNGE = - o et e s hs 1 3 e e ‘ oy
623 | 800 2,400

2,192 (2,519,478 (1,355,724 733,617

"The PUrausit cargo shows an increase of 186,046 tons.
Crass IV.

The foregoing information regarding Trado statistics must be taleu lhﬁr ot West River
acao anl West River, ......[ 2,033 (1,754,960 197,606

as a rough approximation onls.

Crass V.,

T{Ne \ + for :

frade of the port for 1900 amounts to 23,2.05 BN, i Fotemniaie st . 7732 1 604 632 y b

ons of cargo of which 7 poseeneene[17,782 11,604,632 | 594,067
This does mot include

- TOTAL.curenev0.-(23,205 (8,626,614 (4,198,389 | 2,143,749

8. The total Import
626,614 tons carrying 6,342,138 t

vessels of 8,
4,198,389 tons were discharged at Honglkong.

tonnage, number or cargo of Local Trade Junks.




Similarly, the Export Trade for 1900 was represented by 23,160
vessels of 8,620,409 tons carrying 2,836,905 tons of cargo, and shipping

489,456 tons of Bunker Coal.
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l Carco.
b S | Tons.
COGNTRY. SHIPS - B
Shipped. Coal.
Crass 1.
(Chradly; caotonaagps ettt Bonbbboos 21 356,229 16,957 o
Conihent LIk R ne e for . S| 284726 71053 | 25750
Great Britain, ........oiiieeennl 31 | 271,455 ! 118,451 92,925
N TR aonnoode booadooaeeditostes 2 1,811 1,292 1,100
IR, Bitoodonhamso BeRoiion bbo Saei] % },é{é | X gg(()) 400
Soutlh America, .....ooevenenen. L 1616 | 2460
W NITCES t1) COSNm e 115 | 286,757 | 200,135 3,680
302 | 853,068 | 410,948 33,855
Crass II. :
i NewW 7 : . 28,929 7,735
Australia and New Zealand, ... 41 76,387 ‘ 28,02 it
ia and Straits Settl ts, .| 201 | 416,969 | 233,757 ;3-,46(2
AL S S o Y o : 24g:g(1}g 32,075
Java and Indian Archipelago, . 49 71,957 | 18, 0 3,
g o € f AR i 39,741 : 12,050 4181
709 1,439,750 | 579,257 | 131,457
Crass III. !

N i § 3,866 6,885
North BOrneo, ......cocevvereeren.s 17 26,325 .1,86(_) P
C(?:tstlof (O, 500 ot oaaaOBEL 1,582 12,116,568 401,185 161,052
Cochin-China, .......ccocoveuinne. 152 | 179,278 -":4,584. 30,018
HOrmosa, .. -.-sattbod s, r.  NINE 10 9,718 | 42,266 i 830
Philippine Islands, weewesseeere| 135 | 192,916 | 180,097 .32,42.:
Hainan and Gulf of Tonkiu, .../ 370 | 289,588 | 88,3§9 ;0,3.. :
Slamremerrrm s ot o s 36 92,461 42.670 ...2,()7::1
ICROUR AT oy B0 L hay LR 14 | 36,857 1464 3,895
Macaom:r. vmmrrsrermras s 38 7,051 1,617 .
Weihaiwei, ...... 0a00900E 00800000 2 3,141 600 550

Crass 1V. 2,426 (2,953,903 | 818,718 | 298,450
River Steamers,—Canton . . 5
lMu.t.:ao and “”eﬂt Rivel‘: ceenal 2,080 (1,758,464 124,307 25,694
Crass V.
Junks in Foreign Trade, «........ 17,693 (1,620,224 903,675
e AT 23,160 i8,620,409 2,836,905 | 489,456
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Cowparing this with 1899, we find that the [ mport Trade has increased,
the inc1'ease being general among all the classes.

The Transit cargo has also increased in classes I and III but in class
IT a falling off of 97,550 tons is shown.

In Exports, although the tonnage cleared has increased by 57,282 tons,
yet the number of vessels is less by 4,802

and the Export cargo has
diminished by 77,892 tons.

9. During the year, 10,940 vessels of European construction of
14,022,167 tons (Net Register) carried 8,170,757 tons of cargo as follows:—

ITmport*Cargo.»3.. B0 % W0 W 3,604,322
Exportgh £ B 30 e 1,933,230
TrauRtt &0 - fofies ol ee el 2,143,749
Bunker Coal shipped................................ 489,456

8,170,757

The total number of tons carried was, therefore, 58.3 per cent. of the

total registered tonnage, or 74.5 per cent. exclusive of River Steamers, and
was apportioned as follows:—

Imports—
BritishEShipsh TS s i . 2,030,697
INSTRHT Gy’ 13n0scba0nionb Baube i 1,573,625
————— 3,604,322
Exzports—

British Ships, Sriteceriaiiieienienenn] ;188,608
ordionydo. (he £ sl 744,622

— 1,933,230
Transit—

British Ships, 300 GoB 30000 5006 oaco IO )

TForeign do., ..................... ... 1,004,576
————— 2,143,749

Bunker Coal—

British Ships, ........................ 274,681
Foreign do.,

........................ 214,775
489,456

Grand¥Pota] e, S rnses 8,170,757

—_—




Trade of the Port of Hlongkong for the Year ending 31st December, 1900.

ToNs.
I Passengers
3 Carried.
No. of o ha Mennes | Bunk » Coal " Registered
Ships. Discharged.| Shipped. | In Transit. Shipped. Total. | Tgllm A,
BT LISTUN SN, oo oot 3,58+ 1,843,267 1,076,002 1,139,173 249.583 4.3018,025 3,663,346 315,631
Foreign, ....... W b 3,293 1,563,449 732,885 1,004,576 214,024 3,514,934 -4,840,597 184,642
River Steamers (British),...... 3,927 187,430 112,606 25,098 325,134 3,501,852 1,253,378
Dao, (Foreign), ..., 136 10,176 11,737 751 22,664 16,572
Total,eerneennens| 10,940 3,604,322 1,933,230 2,143,749 489,456 8,170,757 14,022,167 1,753,654
Junks in Foreign Trade, ......| 33,425 594,067 903,675 . 1,497,742 3,224,856 113,09
Totalyeee.uueenn| 46,365 4,198,389 2,836,905 2,143,749 489,456 9,668,499 17.247,023 1,866,749
Junks in Local Trade, ......... 26,091 164,015 20,354 o 101,369 1,108,111 164,330
Grand Total,......... 82,456 1362404 | 2,867,259 | 2,143,749 489,456 | 9,862,868 | 18,445,133 | 2,031,079
Imrorrs.
Eeroreay CoNSTRUCTED Visseis,
1894 ; S e
. ge. Increase. Decrease.
I No. T()Illl‘l(ré‘_ N “-’ . { IS =
| aee. No. To N ar =T
_ _‘[ S e -—_Ei No. | Tonnage. o Tonnage.
L G C L e | 32.30: sy ISy ' - fo A
| 2,303 4,864,38.3 3,362 5,169,918 59 Sy | i
River Steamers 9 e R
el 2088 | 1,780,551 | 2,033 1,754,960 ! ) sarie
Sailing Vessels, .... l -q o ‘ ! et 28,:2%)
‘ ’ 7 (5,833 T8 97,104 20 ppeoen !
=h= l | e
. [
Total,....... 35,444 G.720.56 =
renan 0 ;l'--o,fbg 0473 70 -
kL 4 ] e s 0,021,982 79 326,804 50 25,591
DN G U P e __I A=
s teess 29 30]"_)13 h 1- =y
Inipor 3 : =4 — s r A
mported 1on; ,, 3,181,605 3,604,322

[ #71 ]
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As follows —

Articles, 1849, 1900. ! Increase. Decrease.
L 4d BIS) P e b | —
560 | 7,560
geans, ............................................................. ?,é (l) 8 - :.)6 ' i 1 :800
o o o R N e N 65757 | LOBBI2 | 85863 oy
T A W = 33 ' s
Cttsxarn Stenwn a7l Gatliainaodooammdo08006600000a0006 6000056000 lgt,éég ]éj,?fl)? | 52. .1.79 .,“ 7
\ v 5000000080085008005000 900 G000 6004060610000 0000000 0000000300 i ) -
E?:glﬁ ................. . 32.968 54105 | 21,287 o
L A et T o TN e SO W 8
Kerosine, (bulk), «...ocovnniiiiniieiiiiiininn.. 28,(2)‘.; é gg,ggg | 3.,.7'05 Ty
Lo {case), ; , 2:759 } o
TRl TRDE), remcaososeotoomtoasncioocnoagannatosBemensas d8006a i 28 | i
Lelf,d, ...................................................... s i i o o
Opium, ........ 002 0GNO00EIBBOIBAN0ONC0BYBABFIETONKOBANGRNGH0G? 2. ; | ¥
1 ERAIT § dotoodtgob st taatios Tt A cro e e, . : e
...................... 98 10,204 | 6,206 o
%;:Btgan, ...................................... 7"?’230 673’029 ," o kol =
ICCy ccescccecesosssssesnescsssocnsoosstssscsssscsscssssnssnssnsessss i ,. A i ¥
Sand’al\vood, ...................................................... 1 ,égg 3,8‘}; | 2,529 ol
R e S T S R 234,863 555701
TR R R N 6,287 6,393 106
PETT T i o R g W g ¥ | 61,110 82311 21,201
(3 a¥illooce dbnaodnnon dooamngs sshodBoaHiaNNRROTS SAAHFDRATOEE 1,135,828 1,172,024 26,266
A oI T e 3,181,605 3,604,322 560,556 137,839
TLANSIE, 2overeveererrenans 1,957,703 2,143,749 186,046
Grand ‘Total,......... 5,139,308 f 5,748,071 746,602 137,839
L J e ’\ett, ......... s anaaee 608,763 e
= dssasdh ol SUSPE Exrvours.
| 1899. T;)g—‘_ D e el T
;———-—___.____[ L Tnerense. [ Dasrnd
- No. Tounage, N = ‘—_:_'_"_,————-—— —_—
i ______L ’, o. 5 —I‘cjxixlaie____l\o. Tonnage, 'ﬂ No. ( Tonnago,
Stesuners, e % —— 'l k. Ao R
Seedieditencnnianged 9,3]9 ‘1861 0]2 | 33 L | —_—
iil\le'l bt(’mmm B 2085 | g 781,264 Vo Ogg 3)7133 2(1“7 44 | 293903 ? o
sahing Vessols, ..., ... o 74,102 t ) g K 55 b
|- Sy L s ~,006 17 if 18,404 | AL
Fotal,......... 3461 | 6716 378 P e N
oo B = | u,‘.’d)a ;000,185 . Gl s 311,607 j 55 f 97,800
- | 5 = = — — - = =
Nett,....... el 6 | 283807 ' )
Exported tous,. ... 9.003.896 | J = — S aE—
£k Y ...j 2,009,896 J 1,933,230 ; '_l'-l-_-:
1[ Strs, ’D:mken (,_.:.;.,1_[_ g-, s MR 7 T e —_——
C‘ t 3
A e i Strs. | Bunker Coal.|  Sgps, Bunker Coal.| Strs, Buuker Coal.
ST et el NS 3.3]¢ R i R I —_—a
e | MO AGTG6t | 233l gesger | g 1057
vver Steamers, ............ 2,085 96,907 9,030 - s
e = 23,849 . 3
o b 4 0 358
| — - ]
'1‘0“1,!, ......... 5,404 4()3 8- = .I — .
3 N (1 oy S93 A |
["‘“"—' : £ el I < f 2 2il 1,415
PTG I e
e MR L TR
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RIVER TRADL. 10. PASSENGERS.

Lmnports, Exports and Passengers.

r ’ 1899, 1900. sreasc. | Doereaso.
Yeur. Tmponts. Exports. | Passengers. [ Inerease. [Deereuse
- . e . 1 -
B British Vesscls, Arrivals, ........ 139,621 155,889 | 16,268
T ey, O, e 184,177 131,862 1,095,266 i =L S ’
- Do. Departares, ..... 103,701 106,360 659
1900, vvrvveeertererereseee. 197,606 124,343 1,253,378 ’ g BRI L °
N e i i e R Do,  Emigrants,......| 44,368 | 93,385 | 9,027
Iurorts. } ! )
1 MPORTS | Tasle o 989,680 | 315,684 | 25,954
| Junls. 1 '
| Ic‘oreigu trade, 17,732 nleasuring 1,604,632 tons. T e e Y T Rk ras| o
el rade) 18,018 r 602,148 ,, NV o sotcomg non 25,954
j i
Total,......35,750 » 2,206,780 ,, Foreign Vessels, Avrivals, ...... TT,214 L 95,646 | 18,432
Tmported 758,082 tons as under :— Do,  Departures, ... 37,517 | 38,788 | 1,221
. 2,597 tons. ) '
g?lah..................................... :884‘ Do., Lmigmubs, . 16,717 ; 30,258 13,541
9 e¥ecsciecsace b icoser s aaa s san ade bR i
e e ek U IR | . Total,.s.veeves 151,448 | 184,642 | 33,194
Swine (22,727), ........................ 1,3455 2 i I =
Earth and Stones,..........o..ccoen.e. 128,868 ,, B e R S L 133,194
(BYBTe T )H berombecandt 000 00maic Saaade 622,849
| |
UMD by 06 005 pegusadon oo 758,082 , River Steamers, Arrivals, . .o...e 558,028 , 639,589 ' 81,561
i A - Do, Departures, ...| 337,288 . 613,789 | 76,551
ExporTs. ! - {
Tl Total,eeeres...| 1,005,266 [ 1,253,378 | 158,112 |
Foreign Trade, 17,698 measuring 1,620,224 tons. o
Local Trade, 18,073 » 595,963 Xetiyl. oy 158,112 .
1l Total.........35,766 » 2,216,187 R M ;
e ——— —_— Junks, Foreign Trade, Arrivals,t 83,239 56,072 27,167
Exported 934,029.tons as under:— Do., Depzu'turOS,i 80,859 SED2g 10 L, 23,836 |
Kerosine (1,318,452 cases), ......c...c... 46,909 tons. I ' !
| . Rice and Paddy, ..........cccocev e ..395,824 Totslyeeenn.... i 164,098 113,095 ... 51,008
. Earth and Stones, .........ccoceiviiivviens 57,464 —_ |~ —
CXETEF oo e oomeaoesoor e 00000 oames 433,832 ,, INGE I S——— a5 51,003

...................... 934,029

—_—
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PASSENGERS,—Continued.

1899. 1900. Increase. |[Decreage.
Total Arrivals, seeeseeesreeeeeenn, | 858,102 | 947,196 | 89,094
Do. Departures,.coeeesseseesecees 781,315 835,910 | 54,595
Totaleerereeeere.| 1,639,417 | 1,783,106 | 143,689
Total Bmigrants, -....... el 61,075 | 83,643 | 22,568
“Rorile i 1,700,492 | 1,866,749 | 166,257
N oaaa00moc0d
I 1 [
Difl. of Airivals and Dep., ««.ee. 76,787 111,286
Emigrants, ....ecceoienne 61,075 83,643
Remaiuder+-or— + 15,712 |+, 27,643 |
Nett m arsrarssn) ;
| ]
Junks, Local Trade, Arrivals, ... 42,973 80,958 i 37,985
Do., Departures, | 42,117 = $3,372 | 41,255
Total,eeueeens weo| 83080 | 164,830 | 79.240
|
AAioooonoocohno { 79,240
REVENUE.

11. The total Revenue collected by thc Harbour Department during
the year was $246,039.12 being an increase of $65,483,62 on thc previous
year.

(1T 7 I HP) 1 6 S e e S 363 3 £/ 3O
2. Licences and Internal Revenue, ......... 47,419.30
3. Fees of Court and Office, .................. 143,240.44

[ 15l ]
StEAM LAUNCHES.

12. On the 31st December, there were 179 Steam Launches employed
in the Harbour ; of these 95 were licensed for the conveyance of passengers,
84 were privately owned, 15 were the property of the Colonial Government,

and 6 belonged to the Imperial Government, in charge of the Military
Authorities.

Three Masters’ Certificates were suspended for three mouths, five for
two months, five for one month, and three masters were cautioned. One
Engineer’s Certificate was suspended for three montbhs.

EMIgrATION,

3. Eighty-three thousand six hundred and forty-three (83,643) Emi-
grants left Hongkong for various places duving the year; of these, 53,385
were carried by British ships and 30,258 by Foreign ships; 121,322 were
reported as having been brought to Hongkong from places to which they
had emigrated, and of these, 92,870 were hrought in British ships anrl
28,452 by Foreign ships.

Returns Nos, XVIIIT and XIX will give the details of this branch of
the Department.

REcIisTRY oF SHIPPING.

14. During the year, 6 ships were registered under the provisions of
the Imperial Act, and 9 certificates were cancelled.

MARINE MaGISTRATE'S CoURT.
15. Forty-two cases were heard in the Marine Magistrate’s Court, re-

fusal of duty and absence from ship without leave were the principal
offences.

ExamMINATION oF MastErs, MATES AND EncINEERS.
( Under Section 15 of Ordinance No. 26 of 1891.)

16. The following table will show the number of Candidates examined

= —
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for Certificates of Competency, distinguishing those who were successful

and those who failed :—

Grade. | Passed. Failed.
- | s
MASLEL; « eeveneenrnoirsssasnsansireasiosssiemasniaactans gf) }
TFrSt NEE, <veeseenessnesasessaransare opses satsunnsaven bl it e
Only Matey cevereresrenenncnnorasnaneneeiieccanseeearas! : .
5 ; 3 [ 1
SCCONA MAEC. .evnentntirmniiorsnnivenanirssutonss ; 3 |
| I
! .
I 0 conaosofsomead 15 [ 3
\ § :
!—-—-—-———-v
5 M L oy | 3
TFirst Class Engineer, .o.eseeceerseieniiiiiianen. o 27 _‘ g
Second Class Tngineer,ceiievesc.en. QGIIODRTE ] 435 24
|
k |
B S Bt dob s hoo 72 29

f

MariNe CoURrTs.

(Tnder Scetion 18 of Ordinance No. 26 1891.)

17. The following Court has been held during the year:—-

On the 22nd November, inquiry respecting the circumstances connected
with the foundering of the British Steam Dredger Canfon Kiver, Official
No. 102,002 of Waterford, in the Hongkong Harbour on the morning of
the 10th November, 1900, Nobody was blamed for the casualty.

Sunpay Cargo-WOREKING.

( Ordinance No. G of 1891.)

18. During the year, 419 permits were issued, under the provisions of
the Ordinance. Of these, 88 were not availed of owing to its being found
unnecessary for the ship to work cargo on the Sunday, and the fee paid for
the permit was refunded. in éach case, and 55 permits were issued, free of

charge, to Mail Steamers.

The revenue collected under this heading was 343,550 ; this was
821,725 more than in 1899.
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The Revenue collected each year since the Ordinance came into force
is as follows :—

1892, 150 1t e st W A | B U Gy

1893gkas ., 4, 7, S e e el At 7,900
V10T o e A e b o M il A
180 5. e s L7 G PGPS, B TaR el A B 11,600
ABOGIE, b oo ritng o o ol e e 7,575
] 7 i o) 13 o e e T gt SRR T ! 11,850
B e oo Pl L e 25,925
BT8O0 NN — e A eI ORI 21,825
IOUE), s menrs s o et A0S ik o I T R £ 4:3,550)
STAMEN.

19. Eighteen thousand five hundred and twenty-three (18,523) Seamen
were shipped, and 22,089 discharged, at the Mercantile Marine Office and
on board ships during the year.

"f'wo hundred and thirty-two (232) “Distressed Seamen” were received
during the year. Of these, 51 were sent to the United Kingdom, 2 to
Singapore, 1 to Colombo, 14 to Calcutta, 1 to Melbourne, 12 to Sydney, 3
to Taku, 7 obtained employment on shore, 4 went to Manila, 2 to Calcuttz,
1 toe Bombay, 1 to Shanghai, 1 to Canton, 2 joined Chinese Custows, 1
taken charge of by Naval authorities, 2 disappeared, 3 died, 3 remained at
the Grovernment Civit Hospital, 2 at Sailors’ Home, and 119 obtaived em-
ployment. .

Pour thousand one hundred and ninety-eight Bollars and Seventy-five
Cents (34,198.75) were espended by the Harbour Master on bebalf of the
Board of Trade in the relief of these distressed Seamen, and 3215.04. by the

Jolony.

Marine SurvEYOR’s Sun-DrrarTyniNT,

20. Return No. XXIII shows the work performed during the vear by
this branch of the Harbour Department, and in forwarding this, T wish
once more to draw attention to the undermanning of this sub-department.
In December, 1900, the engagement of a temporary Second Assistant
Government Marine Surveyor was sanctioned, and this officer is still
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employed as such, rendeving most valuable assistauce, thereby enabling the
work to be promptly done and avoiding the detention of shipping. The
tonnage of vessels surveyed during the year 1900 was 327,286, an increase
of 40,512 over 1899.

Duriug the sawe period, the number of licensed passenger steam
faunches surveyed has increased from 134 in 1899 to 187 in 1900 ;
while the number of hoilers built under the snperintendence of the
Government Marine Surveyor has increased from €2 to 73. This being so,
I consider it essential that the temporarv appointment above mentioned be
made permanent.

I may perhaps be permitted to quote the following significant figures,
in continuance of Captain Runisey’s report for 1899, in which he compares
the work done in Liverpool, and in this port, by the Surveyor’s Depart-
ment.

In Liverpool in the yvear 1898, vessels aggregating 1,105,000 gross tons,
were surveyed by a staft of eleven, while in Honglkong during the same
period 324,610 gross tons were surveyed by a staff of two, this giving
100,454 tons per surveyor at the former port to 162,305 tous per surveyor
at the latter.

The returns for six months durivg 1900, show that iz Honglkong the
steamers surveyed aggregated 181,485 gross tons, while in Liverpool
550,000 tons wero surveyed during the same period, giving in Hongkong
over 90,000 tons per surveyor as against some 50,000 odd tons in Liverpool.

The reveunne derived, from the work of this Sub-department, by the
Colony, has increased from $10,055.87 in 1890 to .’515,036.5%n 1900.

This revenue does not show the actual work performed, as all Gov-
ernment work such assurvey and reports on Pumping Stations, Disinfectors,
Steam Rond Roller, Stone Crusher, Dredger, Pontoon Crane and Govern-
ment Launches do not appear. In one Government Department alone, viz.,
the Water Police, launches have increased from 3 to 7. These launches
are surveyed twice a year and take up a considerable amount of time and
attention of this Snb-department.

[ Lao _]
LicsTHROUSES.

21, The amount ot Light Dues collected was as tollows : —

by ~ Rate | No.of ' |Fotal Fees
Class of Vessels. ) TONBA 00 i
¢ : . per ton. | Ships. | ROl | collected.
| | ' .
b (ol
QOcean Vessels, ooveninninn, e Leent | Sab42 | 5,264,931 52.649.51
Steam Launches, «.v.eeven.. R o 149 | 3,802 58502
River Steamers (night boats)y.... & t,028 TYR. 76 2,629.4%
Lauuches plying oxclusively to -
Macao and West River, by |
T { U R N 250 12,712 42,51
River Stemuers (day boats), ..... Ifree 1,005 966,281
Launehes plying exclusivoly to
Macao and West River, by
k% Goonotedke baos 0 T e I Free 455 23,157
i |
) 1
AL oo o0 aonct B od | 9,837 | 7,061,565 1 93,379.48

Telegraphic and tclephonic communication has been kept up with the
Gap Rock and Cape D’Aguilar during the year. 1'rom the former station
057 vessels have been reported as passing, and in addition 200 messages
were received and 3,512 sent, including the daily weather report for the
Observatory.

From Cape D’Aguilar, 1,499 vessels were reported, and in addition
1,826 messages werc sent and 11 received.

Sixty-five hours and 50 minutes of fog were rcported from GGap Rock
during the year, and the fog signal gun was fired 410 times. On three
occasions the fortnightly relict could not be effected owing to the rough sea.

On December 25th, a telephone cable was successfully Jaid fo Waglan
Island in readiness for use when this lighthouse is taken vver.




[156]

GovERNMENT GUNIOWDER DErol.

22. During the year 1900 there has been stored in the Government

Gunpowder Depdt, Stonecutters’ Island:—
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»
————————

On the 31st December, 1900, there remained as follows:—

No. of Cases. AP\%;";Efltc
1bs.
Gunpowder, privately owned, ..ooviiiiiiinnnn. 21,139 445,815
Do., Govcroment ownedye.vee.eereennnenes | 314 42,560
Cartridges, privately owned,..co.vvevivenininnnn. : 5,645 1,283,827
Do., (Goverument owned, ..oveeeeveniaiase. a4 16,740
Explosive Compounds, privately owned,......... 491 26,177
Do., Government owned, .-.l .-

Totalyeierscrorsians 27,647 1,815,119

|

During the sawme period therc has been delivered out of the Depdt :—

No.of Cases, | ARproximure

|

; ; ths.

For Sale in the Colony :— | ‘
Counpowder, privately owned, ..ovovsisrsenseass 11,649 249,570
Cartridges, do, 1,262 367,034
Iixplosive Compounds, privately owned,...... 97 6,588

For Exyport : !
Gunpowder, privately ownod, oo, 601 | 12,025
Cartridges, do., 000 2 ] KOO0 1,561 412,909
lixplosive Compounds, privately owned,...... ‘ 22 1,589
1,049,715

c e (... Approximate
1\0. of C&..eb- ' \Veigbt.
|
Tos.
Gunpowder, privately owned, ...oevieinenians 5,889 184,220
Do., Government owned, coeeensenen. 512 42,240
Cartridges, privately 0wned,.eecescesessecensonennns 2,822 103,884
Do., Governmeut owned, .......... s a3 15,620
Explosive Compeunds, privately owned,......... 572 18,000
Do., Government owned, ... .
|
THel A b A 12,448 663,967
GENERAL.

33. The present Harbour Office, originally placed in a most unsuitable
position (the view of the Harbour to the westward of North-west being
cut oft by buildings), will shortly be cntirely built in.

It is therefore to be hoped that work will shortly be commenced on
this much needed new building, and pushed forward rapidly, otherwise the
cficiency of this Department will be seriously impaired, by the impos-
sibility of seeing any part of the Harbour from the Office.

T he staff of the Department is still of the same strength as it was 26
years ago {if I except the temporary addition of a third Marine Surveyor).
During this time the nett register tonnage passing through their hands
has approzimately doubled. There is, however, cvery prospect of the
clerical staft being increased by one in the near future, which will be of
great assistance in coping with the ever increasing worlk.

During the ycar, one new Harbour Station has been opened at T'ai Po,
in the New Territory.

Imrorrs AND Exporrs (Orivar) Orrick.

24, The Return shows that during the vear the amount of Opium

reported was as follows:— '

1899, 1800.  leerease. Decreuse.

chests.  cheste.  chests.  chests,
Imported..coooinne, e 41,690 43,2565 1,066 ...
Exported ..iceieenn... 40,624 88,7215 1,802}

Through Cargo report- | o ozzm] 1
ed but notalanded...j SR AR 9E:
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Fourteen thousand six hundred and forty-four permits were issued
from this Office during the year, being a decrease of 656 as compared with
1899. .

A Qaily wemo. of exports to Chinese purts was during the year
supplied to the Comwissioner of Imperial Maritime Customs, and a daily
memo. of exports to Macao was supplied to the Superintendent of Raw
Opium Department of Macao.

Surprise visits were paid to 8l godowns during the yeir.

I have the honour to be,
Sir,
Your obedient Servant,

Basi, TazvLog,
Acting Harbour Master, &c.

Tho Honourable J. H. StEwar LoCKHART, C.M.G.,
Colonial Secretary,
§e.

§e., ge.

Noxona & Co., Printerss 46 & 47, Des Veeux Rouds Honglong,







