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i'!Ir. Jackson. 

Elected 22ud May, Ylr. !\lacEweu on leave. 
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Mr. i\facEweu. 
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1
ne. Oll 1'0Siguatioll of 

;ITr. H. t"-mith. 



RULES AND H.EGULATIONS. 

I. That the �ocietv hP. �t.vleu Tm: HoXGKON'G GENERAL CHAMBER 
OF CO)I:\!ERCF.. 

" 

If. That the object of the Chamber shall be to watch over and protect 
the general interests of Commerce, to collect information on n,ll matters of 
interest to the �fcreantile Community, and to use everv means within it� 
power for the relDOY:tl of evil,;, the redreSS of p;rievances: and the promotiOil 
of the common good; to eommunicntc with Authorities and others thereupon; 
t? fo�·m a codeJ! o� . practice, wher�by tl�e trunsaction of business may be 
stmphfied aud .acthtated; to recctve references, and to arbil :·ate between 
,[isputants-thc det:isions in such reference to be recorded for future guidunce. 

IlL That all Mercantile Firms anrl per80ilS eno·ageJ. or interested in the 
Trade of China shall be eligible for admission as \1embers iu the manner 
hereafter Jescribed, and on payment of :);50 for Firms, and $15 for sinO']e 
individuals for the current year, and a. like Annual Sl1hscription, pa.vable0in 
advance on lst ,January. " 

IV. That candi<lutes for ndmission proposed by one Member and seconded 
hy another shall be elected at the yearly Meeting by a. majority of votes of 
the �fembers then present, or in the interval, by the Committee Rubiect to 

fi ' ) ! ,I / 
eon rmatton at t 1e next ensuing General Meeting. 

V. That voting by Proxy, or Ly Members who8e �nbscriptions are in 
arrear, be not allowetl, and that not more than one Member of the same Firm 
he allowed to vote on the ;;amP ol'casion. 

VI. That in the absence from the Colony of all the Partner� in a Firm, 
their Representative by Power of Attorney i<hall be entitled to vote. 

VII. That any :Member may be expelled from the Chamber on the 
proposition of the Committee communicated to all the Members, and consi
dered at a General :;\electing, provitled. that not fewer than two-thirds of thosP 
present vote for the expulsion. 

VIII. That auy nnmuer of �!embers not less than 10 shall be held to 
constitute a General Meeting callefl in conformity with the rules of the 
Chamber, whether yC\arly ot' �peeial. 

· 

, I�. That �he Business and l:m.uh; of the 
.
Chamber .be man�ged by 11 

Commrttee of Nme Members, cons1stmg of Chmrman, VICe-Chmrmn.n and 
Seven Members, to he elected annually, at the vcn,rlv General MeetinO' of 
the Chamber. Four to form a quorum, and the Chair�an in case of equ�Jity 
ro have the casting Yote in :tddition to his own. · 

X. That the Committee shall meet at least once a month, on such day 
as may be fixeJ for the transaction of business, and at ot.her times when 
Hummoned by the Chairman, or in his absence by the Vice-Chairman. The 
proceedings f:o be laitl on ,,the t�ble for the inspection ?f Members, suhject to 
such regnlattom' as the Commrttee may t!eem expedtent. In cases of the 
non-attendance of the Chairman or Vice-Chairman, a Chairman to be chosen 
by the MemberR present. 

( 9 ) 
XI. That in case of a vacancy in the Committee, it shall be filled up 

pro tempo1·e by the Committee until the next General Meeting; an<l that 
they have the powe1· to appoint a Sub-Committee from their own number for 
any purpose whatever. 

XII. That tt paid Secretary be elected by the Committee, such election 
to be subject to confirmation at the next ensuing Genera.! Meeting. 

XIII. That the Annual General �'l:eeting of the Chamber shall be held 
in the month of February r or as soon thereafter as may be found convenient) 
of each year; and that Special Meetings shall be called by the Chairman, or 
iu his absence by the Vice-Chairman, on the requisition of any Fiv� Members 
of the Chamber, to be helJ within ten da.ys subsequent to the recmpt of such 
requisition. 

XIV. That all important questions affecting the Trade of the Port, and 
its Political or Commercial relations with the Empire of China or with other 
States may be discussed at the Yearly General Meeting or Special General 
Meetit�g for that purpose convenetl, in the manner provided for by Rule XIII. 

XV. That the Committee be empowered to frame By· laws, which shall 
at once come into force, but must he presented for confirmation at the next 
ensnin"' General MeetinO' of the Chamber; anu beiu00' so confirmed, shall be 

0 0 
equally binding with these Rules upon all Members. 

XVI. That the Fnnrls of the Chamber shall be pn,icl into one of the 
Banks under an account to be opened by t.he Committee, and that all Cheques 
shall be signed by the Secretary to the Chamber, countersigned bJ: the 
Chairman or Vice-Chairman, or in their absence hy one of the Committee; 
that all disbursements shall he sanctioned by the Committee at their ordinary 
Meetings, and that an account shall be auditell by two Members of tho 
Chamber and laid before the yearly General Meeting. 

XVII. That a yearly Report of the proceedings be prepared, and, after 
being approved at a General .Meeting, printed ant! circulated. 

XVIII. That the above Rnles be mlled. to or altered only by a majority 
of the Members of the Chambe1' present at a General Meeting, ten days' 
notice having been given of the proposed altemt.ion. 

XIX. That the foregoing; Rules he printed, and an authenticated copy, 
subscribed by each Member on admission, be kept as part of tho records of tho 
Chamber. 

BY-L.A.WS. 

I. The Office shall he open daily from Noon to·l o'clock P.i\t., when 
the Hecretary shall be in attendance, and ready to communicate with any 
Member requiring iuform1Ltion or access to the Records of the Chamber. 
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li. The Secretary shall attend all Meetings (including those of the 

Arbitration Committee, if required), keep a journal of all proceedings, take 
charge of all documents, keep the accounts of the Chamber, collect Statistics, 
prepare Statements of Trade, conduct and keep copies of correspondence, and 
attend to such other duties as may be required by the Committee. 

Ill. All Communications shall be received and answered through the 
Chairman, Vice-Chairman, or Secretary. 

IV. No documents belonging to the Chamber shall be removed during 
Office hours, nor shall any minute of its proceedings be made public without 
an order of the Committee. 

V. Notice of any proposition or business to be laid before the yearly 
General Meeting, or auy Sper.ial Meeting, shall be given to the Secretary at 
least forty-eight hours before the Meeting, who, in the circular calling such 
Meeting, will state the bnsiness or proposition, nnd by whom to be brought 
forward. 

VI. The means to provide a suitable Establishment, and to defray ex
penses in addition to the Snb$criptions fixed by Rule 3, shall be raised i n  the 
following manner :-By the sale of Statements of Trade, by fees on Arbitra
tion and Heferences, Ly fees for certified copies of the Records and other 
Documents in the Archi res of the Chamber, ami by voluntary gifts and con
tributions either in money, maps, books, or anything which may be useful to 
the Institution. 

VII. The Committee shall appoint every year five from their number, 
three of whom in regnlar succession shall be the .Acting Committee, to decide 
on all cases submitted to H1e Arbitration of the Chamber, whose functions 
shall continue so long as any business brought before them during their period 
of service is undecided. 

VIII. The Member� of the Arbitration Committee shall be entitled to a 
Fee of not less than $5, :md not more than $20 each, and the Chamber to a 
Fee (in addition) of not less than $10, and not more than $100, on every case 
submitted to the arb:trn.tion of the Chamber. The amount to be regulated by 
the Arbitration Committee, according to the importfmce of the case and the 
time occupied therein, subject to an appeal to the General Committee, whose 
decision on the amount shall be final. 

IX. The Disputants in an Arbitration case shall be held to guarantee 
the fees jointly and S('verally to the Chamber. 

X. The Arbitration Committee shall appoint its own Chairman and 
confine its functions to ca�cs when its intervention or advice is requested, and 
on no occasion shall it. proceed with any case unless all the parties subscribe 
a Bond making the award a Rule of the Supreme Court. Printed forms of 
such Bonds legally prepared, shall be kept for the information of Members 
who may have occasion to resort to the Chamber for Arbitmtion: and the 
Committee shall not arbitrate upon, nor take any cognizance of, any dispute 
whatever, unless one of the parties interested therein be n. Member of the 
Chamber. 

XI. That in the event of any question as to the constrnction or applica
tion of these By-laws, the Genera.! Committee shall have power to decide 
the same, submitting the matter to the next General Meeting of t.he Chamber 
for its final decision. 

11 
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SCALE OF COMMISSIONS AND BROKERAGES 

adopted by the Hongkong General Cltamber of Cormne1·ce, 

at tiLe half-yearly Meeting lteld on April 30th, 1872. 

COMMISSIONS. 

Purchasing or selling Tea, Raw Silk, and Cotton, ... . ........ 3 per cent. 
, any of above, if as returns for Goods sold, ......... 2! , 
, or selling Opium, ......... ... . .. ........................ 2 , 
, or selling all other Goods and Produce, Ships } 5 

and Real Estate,.............................. " 
, and selling Shares or Stocks, .... ...... . . .... .. ...... 1 , 

Inspecting Tea or Silk, ................................ . . ...... .. . ... 1!. ,, 
Guaranteeing Sales, . ............. ... ... ... · .............. •• ..... .... 2 2 , 

,, Remittances, . .. ........... .. . . .. ........ .......... .. 1 , 
Drawing or endorsin..,. Bills of Exchange, .... .. ...... ............ 1 ,, 

or neaotiati�" Bills of Exchange without recourse,· -t1 , ,, 0 C'l 
Purc?a�ing or realising Bullion. or Bills .of E�change, - .. .... , 
Rem1ttmg the Proceeds of Bullton or Bdls of Exchange, ... -z , 
Paying and receiving Money in Current Account, .......... . .  1 , 

, Ship's Disbursements, . ............. ... .................... 2t ,, 
Collecting Freight, .. .... ............. .... .. ... " . .  · .. ...... . · .. ...... �"!!" " 
Obtainina Freight or Charter, . . . ...... ... ..... .. . ..... ... ......... <> , , c , , and collecting same Freight, ... 6 , 
Adjusting Insurance Claims on Amount Recovered, ... ...... ... 2! , 
Effect.ing Insurance, on the Insured Amount, .................. ! , 
Prosecuting or defending successfully Claims, either at Law} " 

. D " or by Arbitration, ......................................... .. 

Prosecuting or defending unsuccessfully, . ........ ............... 2i ,, 
Managing Estates and collecting Rents, . . ................... ·• .. 5 , 
Transhipping and forwarding Jewellery, and Bullion, ...... ... i , 
Forwarding or transhipping Cargo, . ..... ....... ............ ...... 1 ,, 
Transhipping or forwarding Opium, .. .... ...... . ..... ........... . $2 per c�1e�t. 
Goods withdrawn or re-shipped, . .................. . .............. � Commtsston. 
Granting Letters of Credit, . ............ .. .......... ......... . . .... 1 per cent. 
For doina ship's business when no inward or outward Com-l 20 cents per 

mis�ion is earned, . ...... .............. ... . ........ ·- .... ...... J Register ton. 

The conversion into HonO'kona currency of sterling freight inward to Hong
kong, payable in Ho�gko�g, shall, unless otherwise stipulated, be made 
at the rate for Bank Bills on London payable on rlemand; nnd the rate 
rulina at the close of a mail shall be the rate applicable to such purpose c 
during the subsequent week. 

BROKERAGES. 

Bills and Bnllion ................... : .............. � per cent. 
Produce and General Merchandise, . . .. ...... '' ,, 
Fire Arms, . ....... ..... ..... . ........... .......... 1 � " 
For negotiating and completing Charters l 1 and procuring Freight, ................ . • f , 

Payable Ly Seller. 
, 
" " 

, by Ship. 



�- r� , ----------------�------------�r-----------------------�-------
I I 

1 1 

( 12 ) 
TARIFF OF BROKERAGES 

To be c!targed to Buyer and Selle1·, 

ADOPTED BY 

THE STOCKBROKERS' AtiSOCIATION O F  HONGKONG, 

20th January, 1901. 
--------··-· - - - - - -·- ---·-· -------------

BANKS-
China & Japan, Ltd., ordinary...  25c. 1 

Do. deferred ... $1.00 1 
Hongkong & Shanghai. . . . . .......  50c. 
National Bank of China, Ltd.... 50c. 

Do. Founders' .. . $1.00 1 

LOANS & DEBENTURES-

l'riiNINO-

('harbunnages .. . ... .... . . . . . . ..... $1.25t . 
Jelebu .. ............... .... ......... lOc. 
Olivers .. . .. . . .  . . . . . . . . .  . . . . ........  10c. 
Punjom ordinary ..  .. .. .. .... ... . . .  lOc. 

Do. preference . . .... .........  5c. 
R.a.ubs... . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  20c. 

Chinese Loan '86 E . . . . . . . . . . . . .  1 I �liSCELLANEOUS--

H.K. & Kowloon Whn.r£ 5� % I 
H.K. High-Level Tramways • .  )- � 0/0 1 
Humphreys' Estates ....... . . . ..  I 
China Provident L. & M. Co. ) 

INSURANCES-
Canton . . . . .  ... . . .  .. .. • .. .. . .  . . . . . .  . 50c. , 
China. Fil-e.........  .. .. . .. . .  . .  . .. . .. . 50c. • 

China Traders' .. ..... .. . .  . . . . . .  ... 50c. 
Hongkong Fire .... .... . . . . . . . . . ....  $1.00 , 
North China . . . . . . . . . ... . .. ... . . . . . .  $1.00 
Straits Marine . .... . .  . . .  . . .  . .  . .  . .. . 25c. , 
Union ........ ..... . . ...... . ........  50c. Yangtsze ......... . . . . . . . . . ......... 50c. 

LAND & BUILDI.NG
H.K. Land Investment 
Kowloon Land Investment.. . . . .  
Humphreys' Estate . . . . . . . . . . . .  . . 
West Point Building ... . . . . . . . .  . 

STEAMSHIP CoMPaNIEs--

50c. 
25c. 
15c. 
50c. l 

China Mutuals . .. .. . . . .  .. . .  .. . .  . . . 50c. ; 
China & Manila .. .. . .  ... . .  . .  . .  . .  . 50�. 
Douglas S.S. Co. . .. . . . . . .  .... . . . .  . 50c. I 
Hongkong, Canton, & 1\'Iacao . .. 25c. : 
Indo-China S. Navigation .. . . . .  50c. 
Star Ferry.. . . . . . . . .. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  10c. I 
Shell T1·ansports ... .. . . . . . . . . . . . .. $5.00 

Amoy Dock Co., Ltd. . .  . .  . . . . .  . .  . 15c. 
Bell's Asbestos .. ..............  . . .  . .  15c. 
Camp bell, Moo re & Co. .... . . .  .. 10c. 
Carmichael & Co., Ltd. ..... . . . .  25c. 
China Borneo ....  . ..  .. ...  .... . .. .. 25c. 
China Providents ... ....  . .  • . .  .. .. .  . 15c. 
China ::-lugar ... . .......  .... ..... .... 50c. 
Dairy Farm ..... . . . ..... . . . . . . . ....  lOc. 
Ewo Cotton Mills.... . . .. . . . . ......  50c. 
Femvick & Co., Geo. . . .  .... . . . . .  25c. 
Green Island Cement .. .. . .  .... . .  25c. 
Hunglwng & l hina Bakery ...  50c. 
Hongkong & <.:hina Gas .. . .  .. .. . 50c. 
H'kong Cotton Spg. W. &D. Co. 50c. 
Hongkong Electric . . . . .. . . . .... . .  lOc. 
Hongkong Hotel .. . . . .  . . . . . . .  . . . . .  50c. 
Hongkong H.-L. Tramways . . .  50c. 
Hongkong Ice . .. .. .  . .. . . .  . .  . .  . . .  . .  60c. 
Hongkong & K. Wharf & G. ... GOc. 
Bongkong Rope .. . . . . . . . . . . . .  . . .. 50c. 
Bongkung & W'poa. Dock . .... 50c. 
International Cotton Mills...... 50c. 
Laou Kung Mow Cotton Mills... 5<k. 
Luzon Sugar... . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . . . .  60c. 
Soy Chee Cotton Spinning Co. $2.50 
United Asbestos Oriental Agency. lOc. 
Wanchai Warehouse & Storage 50c. 
Watkins, Limited . ........ . . . . .. l5c. 

MINING-- ! Watson & Co., A. S. . . . . .... . . . .  16". 
Queen Mines.. . . .. . .. . .  . .. . . . . . .. . 5c. * ' Yah Luong Cotton Spinning Co. 60c. 

All Stocks, M:arket Value $ 1  and under, as follows :-
$1 and not under 50 cents . . . . . ................  lO cents per Share. 
under 50 cents but not under 25 cents.. . . . .  5 cents per Share. 
under 25 cents . . .  ...... .. ... ........... . . . .  . .. 2� cents per Share. N.B.-On all stnck•1 on which the brokcrai:C Is fixed at GO rents t>er •hare by the above list, und tbe 
market mlue of whiel• falls below $20 per share, the brokerage will be 26 cents pcnhare, 
below 810 pc1· shore, the brokcr•gc will be 15 crnt.s 1>cr shore; and if the �lock drops 
nn<lcr $6 per share, only 10 cents per share brokerage will be charg�d. 

On nll stocks, on which the brokcrn.cce is fixed at \!5 cents t>cr share by the above list, nnd the 
murket value of wl1ich falls below $10 per sbure the brol(Cra;;e will be 15 cents per 
shure ; nnd If the Stock falls below $5 per share, the brokerage will be 10 cents per share 
only. 

• It the price reaches SlA per share, the Brokeroge will be 10 cents per share. t lf $600 and over, the Brokerage will be $2.60 per sllarc. 
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MISUTES of the Yearly General Meetir19 of the HoNOKONG 

G!!:NERAL CHAMBER OF Co.MMimcg, held on Monday, the 
11th Jlm·ch, 1901, at 3 p.m. , fm· the purpose of recewzng 

the Report of the Committee and passzn,q the Ser.retary's 

Accounts for the .�ear endiny the 31st December, 1900. 

Present: 

Hon. R. M. GRAY (Chairman), Hon. J. J. KEsWICK (Vice

Chairman),  M t-. A. HAUPT, Sit· THO�!AS JACKSON, Kut., Messrs. D. H .. LAw, 

R. J.;. RJCHARDSON, N. A. SIEBS, C. S. SHARP, (Committee), Hon. J .  

TaunBURN (ex officio member of Committee), R .  C .  WILcox (Secretary), 

F. MAITLANU, H KNRY BmKETT, A. !<'DiKE, G. H. MEDHURST, A. MIWRER, 

D. M. MosEs, G. W. F. PLAYJ.'AIR, H. M .  MEHTA, GEo. L. TOMLIN, J. C. 

BERGANDAHL, R SHEWAN, A. J. RAnroND, G. DE CHAMPEAux, J. A. 

MACKAY, L. BERINDOAGUF., MunnAY STEWAn:r, A. SHELTON HooPER, 
ED . RoBlNSON, E. w. RUTTER, anu T. F. HoUGH. 

The SECRETAHY hal'ing rend the notice convening the meeting, 

The CHAIRMAN said-Before proceeding to bnsinetls I will first, with 

your permission, coufirm the minutes of the last auuual meeting and the 

special meet.ing of the same Jay, and also of the special general meeting of 
18th June last. 

This was accordingly done. 

The CHAlllMAN then said-Gentlemen : Conformably with our usual 

custom, I propu:>e, with your pel'lnis� iou , to take the Committee's Report 

and Secretary's Accounts for the year 1900 as read. Before proccediug to 

rcmnrk upon the business matters which have occupied the attention of the 

Chamber during that year, I must. dwell for a moment on the loss which has 

been sustained not only by the whole British un tiou, but also by all those 

whose interests aro in auy way bound 11p with Grcut Britain, in the death of 
, our beloved Queen, whose influence fur good has uoen n ble::;sing to the nation 

for 64 years. We ha vc mourned her loss most siucerely and, feeling confident 

that they were giving expression to the unspoken wish of the wholo 
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commercial community, your Commitlee made the suggestion to the Govern
ment t�at the day fix:ed for Her Majesty's funeral should be observed as a 

day of general mourning, all public offices beiug closed, and busines1:1 
suspended. This was adopt.ed and the complete sn�pension of bu�iness and 
universal mourning fitly marked the affection and esteem in which om· late 
Queen was regarded by the entire population. 

Our report, you will have no
_ticed, deals with many subjects, but so far 

as matters affecting the internal tra.de with China is concerned it is almost a 
blank. The troubles in North China, which will render memorable the 
closing year of the past century iu the history of foreign relations with the 
Celestial Empire, caused a practical suspension of the diplomntic intercourse 
with the Chinese Government, which has fled to Hsiaufu, the distant capital 
of Shensi. Upon the dreadful massacres and outrages on Europeans, which 
culminated in the historic siege and heroic defence of the Legations at 
Peking, I need not enlarge ; the details of that anxious time are too well 
known, too fresh in your recollection, to require recnpitulation. N<•thing 
more monstrous than the attack on the Legations in Peking is recorded in 
modern history. It is a matter for thankfulness that the movement agai�st 
foreigners inaugurated in the North did not spread through the central and 
southern provinces, where the viceroys have displayed coolness and discretion, 
and have saved the situation. But although we may congratulate ourselves 
that the anti-foreign movement was confined to the northern provinces and 
was not a national uprising, still the condition of the southern provinces 
leaves much to be desired, and no room for doubt exists that the country in 
the Canton Delta is a very hotbed of piracy and blackmailin�, which, in spite 
of certain fallacious reasoning to the contrary, cannot but act prejudicially npon 
trade, and which it should be the object of the Canton Government to put a 
stop to without further delay. It is satisfactory to reflect that the suggestion 
put forward by certain Powers for the withdrawal of the Allietl Troops from 
Peking in August last was not CaiTied out, and that the powers have presented 
a united frout in their determination to insist upon the punishment of the 
guilty officials. Protracted and wearisome negotiations have now apparently 
resulted in the reluctant acceptance by the Chinese Government of the terms 
formulated by the Foreign Ministers, and it is understood that the Emperor 
and Court intend shortly to return to Peking, where it is to be hoped 
they will in future be free from the evil influence which has poisoned their 
councils during recent years. When it comes to actual settlement, there is  
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reason to hope that the terms will include the arrangement of all outstanding 
questions, claims and grievances, the removal of illegal duties on imports, the 
the abolition of injurious monopolies, and cessation from the continual 
harassment of tmde by squeezing mandarins. Foremost among these we 
look to and must press for the abolition of lekin and the vnrious exactions 
levied on foreign goods 1�fter leaving t-he Treaty Port. What we have 
sp�cially to contend for is the imposition of one duty on landing which will 
frank the goods to any portion of the interior. Another change required, and 
we trust the Foreign Ministers will insist upon this, is the abolition of the 
tlual sy;;tem of customs which has for so mnny years had a baneful effect upon 
the riverine trade. The Imperial Maritime Customs should be entrusted 
with the collection of all customs duties, and a proportion of the revenue 
received, in the rat,io of their individual trade, should be paid over to the 
various provincial governments to compensate them for the change. All 
this is a matter of arrangement, and if carried out would result in a gain to 
both the Imperial and the Provincial Exchequers by saving a vast amount 
of leakage and wastefnl collection, while it would at the same time, by 
regulating the taxation on the merchandise, lead tn a large development of 
trade in both imports nnd exports. [Applause.] 

You will observe that during the year a good many subjects of local 
importance have come up and have been dealt with by the Committee. 
Among these may be mentioned the Amendment of the Banl<ruptcy Ordi
nance, which was recommended and adopted. Also the registration of the 
partners in Chinese firms, which your Committee advocated concurrently, 
with the result that the Governor has appointed a committee to con�ider the 
advisability of introducing a Bill into the Legislative Council for the purpose. 
Mr. RoBER1' SHEWAN has been appointed a member of this committee, as 
representative of the Chamber, and it is intended to thoroughly thresh out the 
subject. There can be no doubt that the measure is required for the 
prevention of fraud, ancl its introduction will, I trust, be greeted with 
satisfaction by the bulk of the Chinese trading community. An influential 
petition in favour of such registmtion was presented by Chine�e merchants 
and traders here to the Registrar-General in 1882, and the reasons for that 
action obtain still. It will no doubt be one of the dut.ies of the Committee 
to ascertain the views of the Chinese on the question at the present time. 

A proposal for the creation of a monopoly for the collection of ashes in 
the harbour which was submitted to the CommHtee by the Government 
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seemed to them a rather retrogade step, and calculated to aggravate the eviJs 

it was hoped it would abolish, and I believe that the Govemment have 

recognised the cogency of the arguments of the Chamber on this subject 
and abandoned the idea. 

An opinion was also ashed by Government as to the desirability of 

improving the lights at the approaches to the barbonr hy the substitution of 

the Cnpe D' Aguilttr for the Green Isluml light, and that of Green Island for 

the one displayed on Cape Collimon. The Committee strongly approved 
the project, but went somewhat further aml suggested that both lights should 
be of an occulting or flnsh ,lescription insteml of merely fixed lights, which 
have ou occasions been mistaken for ship's lights. It is nnuerstood tha.t the 
question has heen referred home for ex pert opinion, but. the fact remains that 
nothing has yet been done, which forms another example of bow a useful 
me:tsnre can be neeJicssly delayed. 

A suggestion having been offered by Mr. MARSHALJ, for the better control 
of the Chinese masters and engineers of steam-launches by adopting a system 
of continuom; record certificate:;, the question was brought to the notice of 
the Government, who appointed a Committee in October last. to investigate 
it.. Messrs. ll'lARSHALL and LAW represented the Chamber thereon, �he 
result being that a record is now kept in the Harbour Office setting forth the 
dates of each en)!agement and discharge of each certificated nati vc master or 
engineer, together with the reason for discharge allll all complaints and 
churges against him, toget.ber with any punishments inflicted by the Harbour 
:Master or Marine Magistrate. This mettsure wus urgently needed to establish 
a check on disd1at·gell ami worthless men from obtaiuing immediate employ
ment after being dismissed for neglect, dishonesty, or incompetency. 

Quarantine restrictions have again subjected the shipping trade to a 
very serious loss, which loss, mving t.o the annual recrudescence of the plague, 
appears likely to prove a permanent impost of a most. oppressive character. 
The establishment in this Port of a Fumigating and Disinfecting Bureau has 
been made the occasion of an effort to secure sotue relaxation from the Gov
ernment of the Straits Settlements of the restrictions imposed ou the 
Chinese passenger-traffic with the ports of that colony. 

In referring to the Fonrth Congress of the Chambers of Commerce of 
the Empire, held in London in June last, at which a great vr,riety of 
interesting question� of immense importance to the tmde of the Brit.i�h 
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Empire were discussed, our cordial thanks for his effectual ad,'ocacy are due 
to Sir THOMAS JACKSON, who most efficiently represented this Chamber, and 
took charge of all the resolutions proposed by the Chamber, Mr. WHITEHEAD 

being unable to reach London in time to fulfil the part which he had been 
good enough to undertake. [Hear, hear, aml applause.] In connection with 
the subjects that were discussed at the congress, it is gratifying to learn that 
the much vexed question of the reduction of cable rates has made some 
substantial progress, the companies, yielding to the pressure of public opinion, 
having decided to gradnally reduce the tariff from 4s. 9d. to 2s. 6d. pe1' word, 

snbject to the standard traffic being maintained. This is a step in the 1·ight 
direction, however influenced, and it will probably result in any temporary 
loss being fully made good by an increased traffic. 

Other subjects of interest dealt with in the report hardly require a 
lengthy reference. The contract between the British Imperial Government 
and the Canadian Pacific Rail way Company for carrying the Canadian Mails 
has, after negotiations, been renewed for five years. [Hear, hear.] Further 
correspondence has been carried on with the Government with regard to the 
Eastern Mail subsidy, with what result we have yet to learn, also with the 
Colonial Office with reference to the Canadian Preferential Tariff, and with 
the Amoy Chamber and the British :Minister at Tokyo on the subject of the 
discriminating duty Jevierl on tea in Formo�a, with a view to diverting the 

trade from its accnst.omed channel, through Amoy and Hongkong, to Japanese 
ports. 

At our last annual meeting Mr. HrmBERT SMITH was elected to fill the 
vacancy in the Legislative Council caused by Mr. WarTKH&AD's absence ort 
leave, but he rcsigne:l in the conr,;e of two months, when the Chamber 
elected Mr . •  J. THURBL"RN, who st.ill l'PpreJ=;cnts n:;, pel!lling the return of 

Mr. WHITEII&AD. 

There have been few changes in the Committee since its election. 
Mr. HERB�:nT �liiTH was replaced by Mr. D. R. LAw, and �Ir. H. M. BE\TIS 
by Sir THOMAS JACKSO:-f on his retnm from England. You will have to 
elect a new Committee to-day. Several of the present members do not seck 
re-election, amongst whom I may meution Mr. D. H. LAw, :mtl myself, as I 

am leaving the colony next week. 

In regard to the Secretaryship, I have ouly to tell yoa that the work of 
the Chamhm· has been carried through with the same care and ene!·gy tlmt 
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we have become accustomed to from Mr. WILCOX for some years, and I do 
not think that I can say anything higher in his praise than that. [Applause.] 

You will observe from the report that we have lost five members by 
resignation during the past year, three of whom have left or are leaving the 
colony, and we have gained three members, so the roll is being fairly 
maintained. 

Our financial position has continued to improve, and since the report 
was drawn up a further sum of one thousand dollars has been added to the 
reserve fund, which now reaches the respectable figure of $14,000. [Hear, 
hear, and npplanse.J 

In taking my leave of this Chamber of Commerce, while congratulating 
the members upon its Yitnlity, I may venture to express the opinion that, so 
long as it does not tmvel out of its own sphere of watching over and 
protecting commercial interests, it will continue to be a valuable body for the 
Government of Hongkong to consult, and abo be capable of exercising much 
influence for good ou behalf of all foreign commercial interests in China. It 
has become apparent that all Governments recognize more clea.rly every year 
what an important factor commerce is in the affairs of nn.tions, and while 
doing so are more inclined to listen to the opinions and views of those 
engn.geu in it. I clo not recollect, gentlemen, any other point requiring 
r3mark from me now, bur., before proposing the adoption of the report and 
accounts, the Committee ,,.ill he glnd to hear any questiouR or observations 
which members may desire to mnke. [Applause.] 

After a pause, the CHAIRMAN said-There being no observations, I beg 
to propose the adoption of the report and accounts. 

Mr. SHEWAN :-Gentlemen, it giyes me very great pleasure cordially to 
second the adoption of the report of the Committee and the Secretary's 
accounts. I am glad to see from the report, that you have resisted what I 
may call some attempts at grandmotherly legislation which would, I think, 
have been detrimental to trade aud hurtful to the business of this colony. 
On the other hand I am rather sorry to see that you appear to have agreed 
with the objections of the Postmaster-General to the Imperial penny postal 
rate-objections which, in spite of his pathetic lament over the loss of some 
$19,000, seem to me to be rather small-minded. Your representatiYe at the 
Congress of Chambers of Commerce in London was Sir THOltAS JACKSON, 

and it goes without saying that that part of the work was well done. [Hear, 
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hear.] The amendment to the Bankruptcy Ordinance will no doubt prove 
very valuable, but I was rather amusetl when I read it ami saw its use of the 
term " partners." 1 wondered if the Committee bad the same opinion as 
myself when I attended the first sitting of the Commission to which you did 
me the honour to nominate me a,; to the registration of Chinese firms. I 
supposed then that the word " partner" was clearly understood, bnt I fount! 
to my surprise that the legal profession, I suppose to enhance the valne of 
their services, have not yet made np their minds as to what constitutes a 
partner in a firm. It is ordinarily understood that when a man puts money 
in a firm and receives a share of the profits in retnm he is a partner. To be 
told that this does not make a ma11 a partner is a little puzzling. Only 
lawyers should use terms which they cannot define and which only lead to 
further litigation and to the general bedevilment of our time, temper, and 
money. It is no use crying over spilt milk, I suppose, but I cannot help 
feeling that the Committee might have protesteLl much more strongly than 
they have done against the way in which the interests of this colony are 
being injured by what I cannot help calling the selfishness of the naval and 
military authorities. [Hear, hear.] I cannot believe that there was any 
reason why our fine Praya should have been spoilt and the cast cut off from 
the west by a dock which is being built i n  the very heart of the town. Our 
naval and military establishments occupy some of the most valuable sites in 
a crowded district. Even to-day a great economy could be effected by 

�their transfer, bag and baggage, to the other side of the harbour. I suppose 
there must be a new system of tactics. It certainly is new to me that the 
defenders of a city should hide themselves in the middle of the city. Hitherto 
they have generally been on the outskirts to meet their enemy. [Hear, hear. J 
In other respects, gentlemen, I thiuk the Committee have earned our thanks. 
The year's record is one of work very well done. Politically, we know the 
Chamber can do but little. We live in a Crown colony, and are governed Ly 
officials who have so often to fill other acting appointments that they have 
lit.tle opportunity to take any interest in what they have to do, aull who 
distrust tbeir own laws so much that they have a protector of Chinese 
amongst their number, though what the Chinese have to be specially proteeted 
against in a British colony I have not �een able to understand. [Laughter 
and applause.] There was a time when an Euglish stntesman could proudly 
declare that wherever an Englishman went the strong arm ttnd the watchful 
eye of England were above him, but tempm·a mutantw· et ltomines, and to-

� ' 
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day we poor mElrchants in China feel that while the watchful eye can see no 

further than Afric's golden sands, we have been thumped on the head by 

"the mailed fist" of Germany, aml kicked in another part of our anatomy by 

the hobnailed boot of America. [Laug�ter.J Before I sit down I would 

like to pay a tribute of respect to our departing Chairman. It is the fashion 

in Hongkoug to give testimonials to every one who goes away, but Mr. 

GRAY has earned some testimonial in some shape or form. He has worked 

hard, and taken a deep and sincere interest in the work of the Chamber 

during the past five years in which he has occupied the chair. I think we 

all owe him a great debt of gratitude for the time which, busy man though 

he is, he has given us so freely. [Applause.] There is nothing more for me 

to say except that we must all aim at getting a better representation on the 

Government of the colony. We must H.gitate, agitate, agitate, until we 

realize the ideal of government of the people, by the people, and for the 

people. [Applause.] 

The CHAIR:.\lAN!:-I beg to thank Mr. SHEWAN very cordially for his 

kind words. It is very gratifying indeed to find one's work appreciated. 

The work has been a pleasure to me, but dtcr all 1 have been only the 

mouth-piece of the Committee, assisted greatly as 1 have been by the help 

of the Secretary, in having the services of whom l congratulate the Chamber 
thoroughly. [Applause.] 

The re�olution wu� carried nnauimously. 
• 

The Cn.HlniAN :-The confirmation of the li�t of new members is the 

next business before us. I beg to propose that the election of the following 

uew members be confirmed :-

The Hongkong Rope Manufacturing Company, Limited. 

The Green Island Cement Company, Limited. 

Messrs. W atkins, Limited. 

The motion was seconded and carried. 

Mr. HouGH :-Is it in order to propose new members without giving 

giving notice ? 
The CHAIRMA� :-I think there is no objection to the proposal of new 

members at this meeting. 

Mr. HouGH :-Then I beg to propose Messrs. PuNCUARD, LowTHER 

& Co. as member of this Chamber. 
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Mr. SHEW AN :-1 beg to second that proposition. 

The CHAIRMAN put the motion to the meeting, and on a show of hnntls 

declared it to be carried unanimously. 

The CHAIRMAN :-The next busine11:;, gentlemen, is the election of a new 

General Committee. A ballot· will be taken and you are requested to fill 111 

the names on the papers which will be handed round to you. 

The voting paper� were then passed round the meet.ing, :Lml on their 
being collected Messrs. MosEs and PLAYFAIR acted as scrutineers. 

The CHAIRMAN then announced the following as the result of the bal

lot :-Sir THoMAS JACKSON, Chairman, Mr. C. S. SH.A.RP, Vice-Chairman, 

Messrs. A. HAUPT, Hon. J. J. KESWICK, A. M. MARSIIALL, vV. PoATE/�R. 
L. RICHAimSoN, N. A. Sums, and H. E. ToMKINS, members of the Com-

mittee. 

This concluded the business of the meeting. 
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Report of the Geneml Committee of tlte HoNGKONG GENI-:RAL 
CHAMBER oF COMMERCE .fo1• the Yem· ending 31st December, 
1900, fo1' presentation to the J1embers at the Annual .fleeting, 

to be held on Monday, the 1 1th Ma1·ch, 1901, at 3.00 p.m. 

Owing to the troubles in North China, which led to a suspension, for 

some time, of diplomatic relations with the Chinese Government, and which 

cannot be fully resumed until a settlement has been arrived at for the murders 

and hostilities of the past year, several questions of commercial interest, which 

have long engaged the attention of your Committee, have perforce been post

poned. Many matters of importance to trade have, however, come under their 

notice, and received their careful consideration, with good effect in most cases, 

especially in local questions, the Colonial Government having shown a willing

uess to meet the views of the Chamber thereon. 

Tari:fl' Revision in China. 

The contingent probability that the Revision of the Tariff would either 

be included in or follow the settlement of the terms of peace between China 

and the Treaty Powers, induced your Committee to address a communication 

in December last to the British Minister at Peking, reminding him of the 

promise of his predecessor (Sir CLAUDE MACDONALD) that no change in the 

Tariff would take place without previous consultation with the Chambers of 

Commerce at Hongkoug and Shanghai. To this a reply was promptly received 

from Sir ERNEBT SATOW to the effect that he would be glad to receive an 

expression of this Chamber's views at an early date, although it was probable 

the revision of the Tariff would not come under immediate consideration. 

(Appendix A.) 
' 

The Crisis in . China. 

In August last a report having been circulated by Reuter that it had been 

proposed by certain Powers to withdraw the Allied Troops from Peking 

before the punishment of the guilty officials bad been secured or a stable 

Government re-established, this Chamber despatched a telegram to the Lon

(lon Chamber of Commerce strongly deprecating such action and asking it to 
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bring the matter to the notice of the Foreign Office, following up the telegram 
with a letter enlarging on the evils that would follow such a step. The Chair
man of the East India and China Trade Section of the London Chamber 
(Mr. W. KEswrcK, M.P.) lost no time in forwarding a. copy of the telegram 
to Lord SALISBURY, and vigorously supported the protest. To what extent 
this representation, with others of similar tenor, influenced the British Govern
ment, your Committee of course have no means of knowing, but it is none the 
less satisfactory to note that the suggestion for the withdrawal of the Troops 
was without effect, and they still remain on guard in the Chinese Capital 
pending settlement of the terms of peace and the re-establishment in that city 
of orderly rule. (Appendix B.) 

The Canadian Pacific Mail Contract. 

An expression of opinion as to the desirability of the renewal of the 
contract between the British Government and the Canadian Pacific Railway 
Company for the carriage of mails from Hongkong by way of the Pacific and 
V a.ncouver at its expiry in May next, your Committee, at its meeting on the 
18th April, passed a resolution in favour of the renewal of the contract, if 
possible with an accelerated and fortnightly service. It is ><atisfactory now 
to learn that the contrn.ct with the Company has been renewedh y the Imperial 

Government for a period of five years. (Appendix C.) 

The Shipment of Japanese so-called Safety Matches. 

Two cases of fire on board steamers having occurred in the harbour 
through the spontaneous combustion of so-called safety matches made in 
Japan, the Acting Harbour Master submitted to the Government the advis
ability of declaring these matches dangerous goods and restricting the carriage 
of them to vessels not carrying more than twenty passengers. The suggestion 
was referred to the Chamber, and your Committee, after consideration, in view 
of the interference with trade involved, deprecated this action nntil represen
tations had been made to the manufacturers with a vie,,. to exercising more 
e arl! in the production of the matches. This was done through communica
tions to the various Chambers of Commerce in Japan, and no further com
plaints appear to have been made of the goods as dangerous. (Appendix D.) 

Delay in Forwarding Mails to Manila. 

Postal grievances, though not wholly abolished, have been less conspicu
ous dnrin� the past year. In April last a complaint was made by the Ma-
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nila Chamber of Commerce of unnecessary delays in the forwarding of MailR 
on from Hongkoug, and this was promptly transmitted to the Postmaster
General, by whom steps were taken to prevent a recurrence of the grievance, 
with apparently satisfactory results. (Appendix E.) 

The Repression of Piracy on the West River. 

Piracy is still rampant on the West River, and very recently a house
boat containing a party of foreigners from Canton was attacked and several 

of them woumled, while one of their native boatmen was killed, before the 
pirates were driven off. This, too, iu spite of more frequent patrolling by 

guubon.ts of various uationalities. Iu April lnst a sugge�tion from Vice
Admiral Sir EowAitD SEYllOuH. having been submitted to the Chamber for 

the selection of one route between Samshui and the sea by foreign steamers in 
order the more efficiently to •protect it, this suggestion was laid before the 
Steamboat Companies, who selected the one most generally in use, viz., by 

Wangmoon, Sailam and Junctiou Chnnuels and the West River between 
Kongmoon and Samshui, nnd the NaYal Authorities accordingly adopted this 
route. (Appendix F.) 

The Navigation of the ,.Nest River at Lal{-lao. 

A foreign steamer having beeu stoned by the populace nt Lak-lao when 
passing that place, th .. e Viceroy, in reply to repreRentation� on the subject, 

stated that the ri\·er was tortuous and narrow at this point, :wd moreon'r 
crowded with boats, col lisions with which were nuavoidahle if patl:::etl at. ful l 
speed, and he suggested therefore that steamers shonltl, when passiug thi� 
towu, slow down. This suggestion was recommended hy Vice-Admiral 
SEYllOUR and was brought to the uoti\•e of the Steamboat Uomp:wies hy t.he 
Committee. (Appendix G .) 

Proposed Monopoly for the Collection of Ashes. 

The erection in the Colouy of C h i ne,;(' lllOi lOJlOl ies has u l way s ueen 

regarded by thi� Chamber with disnpprovu.l, aud wheu the ( ; o,·ennneut, 

hnving received a tender for the �ole p1·ivilege of colle<:ting ashes from steum 
vessels within the Harbour limits, �ought the opiu ion of your Committee as 
to the desirability of crenLiug such a monopoly, they strongly deprecated its 
(a·eation, and the propo;;nl was dropped. (Append ix H.) 
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The Reduction of Cable Rates. 

The question, which was before the Fourth Congress of Chambers of 
Commerce of the Empire, at its sitting on the 29th June, when a stt·ongly 

worded re�olntion was pas�ed, has now advanced materially owing to the new 

Pacific cable ha,'ing been decided upon and a tender for its construction 
accepted. At the lttst Annual Meeting of the Eastern Exteusion Telegraph 
Company, the Chairman announced t.hat arrangements had been made for the 

gradual reduction of the tariff, subject to the sta.ndarcl traffic being maintained, 

from 4s. 9d. to 2s. 6d. per word. The laying of the new Pacific cable, which 
will, it is expected, be open to tmffic ut. the eud of the present or beginning of 
next year, has no dmtbt lsu·gely influenced this reduction in rates, which will 

prove Yery beneficial to trade in the Far East. (Appendices I & N.) 

The Canadian Preferential Tariff. 

With regard to tlli::; qnestiou, some further r.orresponcleuce has passed 
with the Government, who in ,Tnly last forwarded a letter from the Secretary 
of State for the Colonies calling attent ion t.o Section 1 0  of the Memorandum 

of the Preferential Tariff Hcgnlatious, �tat.ing that this �eemed to him to meet 

the chief point mhed by this Chamber. The Committee, while expressing 
their thank�; for the information thus com·eyed, urged that it brought tbe 

Colony no nearer the desired privilege, and repeated the reqneRt that Hong

kong be placed on the li� t of Colonies eutitled to slmre in the be�1efits of the 
Preferential Tariff levied hy the Dominion Govemment 'on goods manufactured 

from local prorlncts. Tn this no reply has, so far, been received. (Ap

pendix J.) 

Hongkong Harbour Lights. 

The Hougkong Government having had under consideration the advisa
bility of transferring the light formerly exhibited at Cape D'Aguilar to the 
Green !::;laud Lighthonse and the light at present ou Green Island to Cape 
Collin�on, with the view of improving these lights and tlu3reby providing for 
the more efficient light.ing of the approaches to the harbour, in August last 
requested the opinion of the Chamber upon the proposed transfers. The 
Committee, after inquiry and consideration, expressed the opinion that the 
advantages to be gained would greatly outweigh the cost, and added a 

recommendtltion in favour of the substitution of flash or revolving lights for 
the fixed ones hitherto employed in the lighthouses named. The change has 
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110t yet been efl'ected, but it is understood that a recommendation has hcen 

received from Trinity House in favour of the use of occulting lightH, which 

will no doubt be ::;ubstituted for th ose now ill ttse. (Appendix K.) 

Proposed Amen dment of the Bankruptcy Laws. 

In Jnly last a judgment delivered by Hi::; Honour the Chief Justice in 
the Bankruptcy Court of Hongkong, in which it was laid down that, according 
to the provisions of the Bankruptcy Ordin:wce, 11:!9 1 ,  Chinese traders or 
others non-resident in the Colouy, alt hough cu.nying on business therein under 

a firm's name either hy themselve!i or iu co-partnership with others, are 
beyond the reach of that. enactment, made it apparent that the law as it stood 
did not afford that protection to creditors which was intended by its framers. 

The defect was brought to the ntteutiou of the Committee, who received mo:;t 
valuable assistl\llce from the legal profes:siou, and addre::;::;ed the Go,·emment 
with a view to the amendment of the Ordinance, forwarding a draft Bill for 

the purpose, which Bill has beeu pas::;ed by the Legislnti ve Council. 
(Appendix L.) 

Proposed Registration of Partners in Chinese Firms. 

In connection with, and as a corollary to, the Bill for the amendment 
of the Bankruptcy Ordinance, 1891, your Committee made �� strong recom
mendation to the Government in favour of legislation to provide for the 
compulsory registration of the partners in Chinese hongtl or firms trading in 
this Colony. His Excellency the Governor, recognising the. importance of 
the question, has appointed a Committee to consider the advisability of 
introducing a Bill into the Legislative Council for the purpose, ou which one 

member of the Chamber and its Representative in the Council have been 

selected to serve. Efforts were made a qnartor of a ceutmy ago to secme the 

same ohject by legislation, but were abandoned for causes that no longer 
exercise the ,:ame effect. Yoltl' Committee are of opiuiou that a Bill to 
secure registration of partners in Chinese firm� will now meet general 

npprobation, not ouly the British aud Foreign hut al�o the Chinese community. 
(Appendix L.) 

The Eastern Mail Subsidy. 

Further communications ou the question of the Colonial contribution to 

the subsidy paiJ to the P. & 0. S. N. Co. for the Eastern Mail Service luwe 
passed, the Government forwarding to the Chamber on the 30th August 1. 
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copy of correspondence between the Colonial Office all!l the Treasury and of 

a.n award given hy the Enrl of MoRLEY ns Arbitrator upon the qnel'ltions 

which arose as to the proportion of the cost of the service to be borne by the 

Uo,·ernment of Iw.lia. The Chamber were ah;o invited (if they so desired) 

to supplement the remarkf; made iu their letter of the 5th June, 1897. This 

invitation wa� avuiled of by yunr Committee to emphasize and reiterate the 

arguments u�cLl against the mileage basis being adopted to estimate thiH 

Colony's share of the mail �nbsidy and to bring forward certain new 

argnmentl'l developed by eventl'l since their original protest was addressed to 

the Imperial Govemmeut. (Appendix M.) 

Fourth Congress of Chambers of Commerce of the Empire. 

This Congress, which was held ou the 26th to 29th June, 1900, :md 

provecl a great success, was attended by the Chamber's Delegate, Sir THoMAS 
JACKSON, Knt., who moved and spoke at length upon the Chamber's resolu

tion on tho Chinel:>e Iulaud Waters Navigation Regnlatious on the 26th, 

moved the rel'lolution in favour of a re-survey of Eastern Seas by the British 

surveying vessels ou the 29th, and seconded the resolution moved by Sir 

]<}ow ARD SAS SOON in favour of a reduction in cable rates. The hearty thankti 

of the Chamber are due to Sir THO)!At> J ACKSON for the readiness with 

which he �tepped into the breach and took charge of the two resolutious which 

were to have been moved by the Hon. T. H. w·HITEHEAll (who was prevented 

hy unavoidable circnm;;tauces from being present at the Cougress ), and for 

the efiicieut numuer iu which he advocated the questions dealt with. 

(Appendix 1\.) 
The Re-Sm•vey of Eastern Seas. 

The resolution moved by i:iit· THo)tAl:> JACK:';ON in the Fourth Congress 

of Chambers of Commerce of the Empire at its sitting on the 29th June, 

was subsequently conveyed- to the Marquess of SAJ.ISBUl�Y in a letter signed 

by the President aud Secretary of the Congress, ancl a copy of the reply 

thereto w1�s transmitted to this Chnmber maler date of 3 1 st August. The 

resolution had been referred by the Foreigrt Office to the Lords Commissioners 

of the Admiralty, who returned a rather indignant reply, declariug that for 

sixty years vessels had been sent to the Eastem Seas to make surveys, that 

the greater portions of these seas had been charted, that the main routes 

through the China Sea. and along the China Coast are now as confidently 

• 
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navigated tts any part of the world, and that the Congress must have been 

misinformed as to the knowledge of these seas possessed by the Admiralty, 

which though not perfect i� still so far advanced tlmt no re-survey of main 

routes is necessary. The Secretary of the Congre:;s therefore requested to be 

supplied with :;ome further information ou the subject in order that he 

might communicate with the Foreign Office. This was done a:; promptly as 

possible, and a list of uncharted dangers discovered in these seas during the 

past seven years was forwarded with the Chamber's reply. (Appendix 0.) 

The better Control of Native Masters and 

Engineers of Steam-launches. 

Recent legislation having made the owner� of steam-htnuches in Hong

kong responsible for acts of piracy committed by their craft, no matter 

whether the crew,; arc implicated in the act or not, and the masters and 

engineers having shown themselves but little amenable to control, the 

Chamber was during lust October asked to address the Government on the 

question of the advisability of adopting a system of continuous record 

certificates, the result being that the Governor appointed a Committee to 

consider the matter, two members representing the Chamber (Messrs. A. M. 

MARSHAL!. and D. R. LAw) being included thereon. The Committee, having 

investigated the question, recommendeLl in tlleir report that tt record be kept 

in the Harbour Office setting forth the dates of each engagement and 

discharge of each certificn,ted lt�unch master tmd engineer, together with reason 

of discharge and all complaint� aud charges against him :tnd punislm1ents 

:Lwarded by the Marine Magi:;trate or Harbour Master, such record to be open 

to inspection by launch owner,; or their representatives. (Appemlix P.) 

Quarantine Restrictions. 

The Colony of Hongkong ngaiu suffered heavy losses last yea.r by reason 

of the quarantine imposed n,t Siugapore and other places against arrivals 

from Hongkong. Although the plague had long ceased to be epidemic, the 

restrictions were not relaxed nutil November lnst, after ten clear days without 

a cn,se of plague had elapsed, notwithstanding the appeals mnde by thi� 

Chamber to the Government to issue a clean bill of health for the port. 

(Appendix Q.) 

The Publication of Quarantine Regulations. 

In January, 1901, several vessels arriving here from Singapore were 
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heavily fined for technical breaches of quarantine regulations, in omitting 

to hoist the yellow flag before entering the harbour limits, the masters 

pleading ignorance of the fact that quarantine had been imposed at this port 

on vessels arriving from �ingapore. Representations were made to the 

Government praying that greater publicity than the pages of the Gover-nment 

Gazette afford might be given to these notifications, and asking thM printed 

notices might be sent ou board each sletuner at Singnpore. (Appendix R.) 

Amoy and the Formosa Tea Trade. 

Further correspondence on the question of the discriminating duty leYied 

in Formosa on tea if shipped ot.herwise than to a J1tpanese port has passed 

between the Amoy and H011gkong Chambers of Commerce with tl1e British 

Minister in Japan, but so far without nny beneficial effect. Sir ErtNEsT 
SATOW takes np the position that the British Minister can only intervene on 

behalf of the tea shipped to Great Britniu, the Colonies and India ; that 

destined for the United States he cousiders au American interest. The 

position assumed by the Amoy Chamber is t.bat the trade having been created 

by and being in the hands of British merchants, that trade is a British 

interest, no matter where the merchant's constituents reside. (Appendix S.) 

The Revised French Customs Tariff and Colonial Produce. 

Certnin changes in the French Tariff, which were originally intended as 

an act of reprisnl against Brazil, were submitted by the Colonial Office through 

the local Government to this Chamber, bnt yo11r Committee conld not see 

that the changes made would to auy extent affect imports or exports here, 
and therefore had no 1mggestions to offer. It has, however, been suggested 

by the Secretary of Stnte for the Colouies to the .Foreign Office that as 

}'rench products are admitted free to this port, exceptionally favourable 

treatment should be accorded in France nnd French ludo-China to goods 

imported there from Hongkong. (Appendix U.) 

Scheme for the Improvement of the Navigation 

of the Yangtsze. 

When passing through the Colony in September lust., Sir JonN LisTEU 
KAYE, Bart., submitted to the Committee his scheme for the improvement 

of the nn,·ig:ttion of the Upper Yangtsze, by creating 11. Conservancy Board 

with powers to remove obstructions in the rapids, &c., to control the 

traffic, to provide a fleet of fast launches for towing junks, and to levy 
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a toll to secure interest on outlay. The Committee, after examination of 

the scheme, as set forth in his petition to the Tsung-li Y amen, while unable 

to offer an opinion on the details, returned a reply to the effect that the 

removal of the existing obstructions to the navigation of the Y angtsze would 

prove of advantage to trade geuerally. (Appendix W.) 

Suggested British Commercial Combination. 

With reference to the :tbove changes in the French Tarifr, which will 

opernte prejudicially against produce raised in India and some of t.he British 

Colonies, lt proposal has been receh·ed from the United Planters' Associa

tion of Southern Inditt to join in a mo,·ement for n commercial combination 

of Great Britain, her Colonies and India against the world by a system of 

differential duties which would afford some protection to Briti�h grown 

products and manufactures. The Committee could not see their way to join 

in such a movement and replied to that effect. (Appendix X.) 
.. 

The death of Queen Victoria. 

The deeply lamented death of Her Most Gracious Majesty Queen 

VICTOHJA, which took place on the 22nd January, plunged the Colony into 

profound gloom, and your Committee, feeling that the occasion of this 

illustrious sovereign's funeral should be obserYed as one of natimml mourning, 

addressed a letter to the GoYernmeut suggesting that the Public Offices should 

be closed and ttll husines11 suspended. This course was adopted most fully, 

and there was such n complete snspeut�ion of business as had neYer been 
witnessed in the Colony since its foundntion. (Appendix Y.) 

Proposed Registration of Servants in Hongkong. 

A proposal made by the Honourable the Captain Superintendent of Police 
to the Government to re-enact the provisions of Ordinance 7 of 1866 relating 

to the registration of domestic servants, together with suggestions to attach 
lt photograph of the holder to the certificate and to deposit one in the 

register, with penalties for non-observance both to employers and servant!", 
has been submitted to yonr Committee for an opinion as to the advisability 
of re-enacting the Ordinance. The Committee considered the matter at their 
meeting in Febrnary, and arrived at the unanimous conclusion that the project 
was inadvisable and probably impracticable. (Appendix Z 1 .) 
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Sundry Correspondence. 

Correspondence dealing with the Appointment of British Commercial 

Agents abroad and Certificates of Origin of Goods imported into ,Japan will 

he fonnd in Appendices V and Z. 

The Chamber's Representative on the Legislative Council. 

Mr. HERBERT Sln'rH, who on the departure on leave of the Hon. T. H. 

w·HTTEHEAD last April was appointed to fill the vacancy on the Legislative 

Council, having resigned the seat in Jnne, the Chamber were then again 

indted by the Officer Administering the Government to select another 

member, aud at a special general meeting held on the 1 8th of that month 

nominated Mr. J. THURBURN, of the Mercantile Bank of India. Mr. 

THURBUHN has since represented the Chamber in Council, and will continue to 

do so nntil the retnrn of Mr. "WHITEHEAD. (Appendix T). 

The General Committee. 

The chauges in the personnel of the Committee have been fewer t.lum 
nsnal. Mr. HEUHERT Slti'rH resigned his seat on leaving the Colony in.June, 

last, and Mr. D. R. LAw wa11 invited to fill his place. Mr. H. M. BEVIS, who 

left here in October last, was replaced hy Sir THOlfAS .T ACKSON on his return 

from England. 

Members. 

During the year five resignations have been received from Members, viz., 

THE Y-cEN FAT Hu�w, 11r. \Y . .F. WENYON, Messrs. HARTIG-AN, STEDMAN 

ami RENNrE, U. NEIWEGNA & Co. and Mr. JAs. McKm. The following 

have been admitted to membership, snbject to confirmation nt the annual 

meeting :-THE IIoNGIWNI' H.orE MAJWI<'ACTURINH COlll'ANY, Limited, the 

GREEN JALAND CEllENT CoMPANY, Limited, Messrs. vYATJUNS & Co., L(l. 

Finance. 

The accounts for the year ended :n st Decem.her, 1900, have been 

audited by Messrs. J. Y. V. VERNON aml MuuRAY STEW ART. The bal:mce 

nt credit of the Cl1nmher, after transferring $2,000 to Heserve Fund, was 

$674.06. The Heserve Fnnd stood nt $1 3,000, of which $ 1 1 ,000 is on deposit 

in the Hongkong aud Shanghai Bank, and $2,000 is invested in Deben

tures. The Pinnacle Rock .Fund has again been further increased by the 

accruing intereat, and now stu-uds at $3,730.27. 

• 
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Tari:tf Revision in China. 

Hos GKOM<7 GENk:R."-L CHAMBER OF Co�umnoE, 

HoNGKONO, 22nu February, 1900. 

Sm,-A rumou1· is being persistently circulated here to the effect that 
the negotiations with the Chinese Government in reference to the revision 

of the Tariff are being pushed on rapidly. 
As the details of the new Tariff with Japan were, most unfortunately 

for this Colony, not submitted to the Chambers of Commerce here and in 

the Far East generally until after the new Treaty wa!' signed, the Com
mittee naturally feel anxious letit a similar course should be pursued in the 
case of Uhina. They therefore most eamestly hope that, before any ar
rangement is come to with the Government of Peking, they will be afforded 

an opportunity to express their opinion on the Tariff proposals, and they 

would further like to be informed whether it is correct that negotiaLious 

011 the subject have been commenced.-! have, &c., 

R. M. GRAY, Chairman. 

Sir CLJ.UDE l\1. MACDONALD, K.C.M.G., H.B.M.'i:l Minister iu China. 

J->EKING, 6t.h March, 1900. 

Sxn.,-1 beg to acknowledge your letter of 22nd February. In reply 

I beg to state that there is no truth in the rumour that negotiations with 

the Chinese Government in reference to a revision of the Tariff o.re being 
pushed on rapidly. 

The Chinese Government has approached Her Majesty's Government 
on the subject of a revision and has received a reply to the effect t.hat Her 
Majesty's Government have no objections to consider the matter. Nothing 
further has been done. 

As stated in my letter of 29th May, 1896, to Mr. CHA'rTERTON WxLcox, 

no ch�nge of tariff is at all likely to take place without previous consulta

tion with the parties most interested, more especially the Chambers of 

Commerce of Hougkoug and Shanghai, whose views will 1·eceive full and 
careful atteution,-,.I am, &c., 

CLAUDE M. MACDONALD. 

R. M. GRAY, Esq., Chairman of the HoNGl(ONG GENERAL CHAMBER OJ' 

CoMMERcg, Hongkong. 
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HONGKONG GENEltAL CHAMBE!t OF COliDIEltCE, 

HONGKONG, 18th December, 1900. 

SIR,-The statements recently made in the public press, to the effect 
that negotiatious wi th  China for the conclusion of peace will shortly be 
commenced, n.nd the probable contingency that the revision of the Chinese 
Tariff may tJe included in the settlement, have induced the Committee of 
this Chamber to approach you on the subject. 

In February last, a rumour having been persistently circulated that 
the revision of the Chinese •rariff was being rapidly pushed on, this Cham
ber addressed a communication to your esteemed predecessor, Sir CLA.UDE 

M. MacDONALD, expressing the hope that, before any settlement was 
arrived at, the Chambers of Commerce in the Far East would be afforded 
an opportunity of expressing their opinion on the Tariff proposals, and 
stating that they would like to be informed whether it was true that the 
negotiations on the subject had been commenced. His Excellency was good 
enough, in his prompt reply, to say that there was no truth in the rumour 
that negotiations were being pushed on rapidly, though it was true that 
the Chinese Government had approached Her Majesty's Government on • 

the subject, and that the latter had replied that they had no objection to 
consider the matter. He added that no change of Tariff \Vas " at all likely 
to take place without previous consultation with the parties most interested, 
mo1·e especially the Chambers of Commerce of Hongkong and Shanghai, 
whose views would receive full and careful attention." 

The Con1miUee make no doubt that there will be a continuity of 
policy in this as in other matters in the Legation, but they consider it 
advisable to address your Excellency on this important question, so that it 
can by no possibility escape attention, as was the case when the new Tariff 
with Japan was concluded, with results most disastrous to the trade iu 
refined sugar between that country and Hongkong. 

Any revision of the Chinese Tariff would of course affect, in a most 
momentous manner, tho trade of this Colony, and that must be our reason 
for troubling you with this despatch at a period when I am sure your Excel
lency must have unusual demands on your time and attl.\ntion.-1 have, &c., 

R. M. GRAY, Chairman. 
His Excellency Sir EmntST .M. SATOw, K.c.;u.G., H.B.M.'s Minister in 

China. 
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PEKING, 1 5th January, 1901. 

Sm,-I beg to acknowledge the receipt of your letter of the 18th 
ultimo, and to state, in reply, that I shall be glad to receive an expres
sion of the views of the Hongkong Cha.mbe1· of Commerce at an early 
date. 

The matter of revising the Tariff will, however, probably not come 
under immediate consideration.-! a.m, &c., 

ERNEST SATOW .  

R .  M. GRAY, Esq., Chairman of the HoNo:troNG: GENERAL CHAMBER OF 

CoMMERCE, Hongkong. 

The Crisis in China. 

15, QuEEN's ROAD CENTRAL, 

HoNGKONG, 3rd September, 1900. 

DEA.R Sm,-Representing Caldbeck, Macgregor & Company (Mem
bers of the Hongkong Chamber of Commerce), I should like to know if 
the Chamber propose to take any steps, protesting or otherwise, with regard 
to the proposition put forward by RuAsia and the United States as per 
Reuter's Telegram of 1st September (No. 395). Personally I think the 
Chambet· should protest vigorou�:�ly against the evacuation of Peking at 
the present time.-! have, &c., 

E. W. MITCHELL. 

To the Hon. R. M. GRAY, Chairman, HoNGKONG CHAMBER OF CO)UIERCE. 

CHINA AssociATION (HoNGKONG BnANCH), 

HoNGKONG, 5th September, 1900. 

DEAR Sm,-At a. Committee Meeting held yesterday it was decided 
to address your Chamber with the view of ascertaining whether or not 
the Committee would be inclined to co-operate with this Association in 
protesting against tbe suggested withdrawal from Peking, a course which 
if persisted in would, in the opinion of my Committee, prove equally fatal 
to British p1·estige and British commercial interests in China. 

A suggestion was made that your Chamber and this Association might 
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act jointly in the direction of calling a public meeting, or sending a strongly 
worded protest to the Foreign Office, and I shall feel obliged if you will 
kindly inform me whether or not, either of these suggestions meets wit.h 
the approval of your Committee.-! am, &c., 

F. HENDERSON, Hon. Secretary. 

To R. CHATTERTON WILCOX, Esq., Secretary, GENERAL CnAliBER 0],' CoM
MERCE, Hongkong. 

HONGKONG GENERAL CHA.\IBER OF co�BIEUCK, 
1-IONGKONG, 6th September, 1900. 

DEAR SIR,-1 beg to acknowledge receipt of your favour of yesterday's 
date desiring to know whether my Committee would be inclined to co
operate with the China Association in prote�;ting against the suggested with
drawal of the Allied Forces from Peking. 

In reply, I am instructed to say that the Committee, while thanking 
you for the courtesy of your proposition, have decided, in view of the 
cosmopolitan character of the Chamber, to act independently in the matter, 
more especially as they are addressing the Government through the London 
Chamber of Commerce.-! am, &c., 

H. CHATTEH.TON WILCOX, Secretary. 

F. 1-IEND��RSON, Esq., Hon. Secretary, China Association, Hongkong. 

HoN<rKONG GENERAL CHAMBER OF COllMERCE, 

HoNGKONG, 6th September, 19f)O. 

SIR,-I have the honour to announce, for the information of His 
Excellency the Governor, that this Chamber has to-day despatched to the 
London Chamber of Commerce the following telegram :-

" Chamber of Commerce, London. 
" Please communiet�te Foreign Office as follows : -Hongkong 

Chamber Commerce earnestly advocates maintaining Allied Forces 
Peking until proper Government established anJ. guilty officials 
punished. Earlier withdrawal most disastrous foreign prestige 
throughout China. Chairrna11." -I have, &c., 

R. OHATTERTON WILCOX, Secretary. 

Hon. Acrn!G CoLONIAL SECRETARY. 
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HoNGKONG GENERAL CHAMBER oF CoMMERCE, 

HoNGKONG, 7th September, 1 900. 

SI&,-Yesterday, under instructions from my Committee, I despatched 
to your Chamber the following message by wire :-

" Chamber of Commerce, London. 

" Please communicate Foreign Office as follows :-Hongkong 
Chamber of Commerce earnesbly advocates maintaining Allied Forces 
Peking until proper Government established and guilty officials 
punished. Earlier withdrawal most disastrous foreign prestige 
throughout China. 

Chairman." 

The Committee are in hopes that the East India and China Section 
of your Chamber will lend a cordial suppol't to this representation, which 
has been despatched in consequence of continuous public telegrams stating 
that some of the Powers contemplated ending the campaign with the relief 
of the Ministers and Peking residents. 

The proposal, which it appears was first mooted by Russia, for the 
Allied Forces to evacuate Peking before any satisfaction has been obtained 
or reparation offered for the loss of life entailed through the action of the 
Chinese Government in directing the efforts of the Boxers to secure the 
extermination of all the Foreigners in China, seems to my Committee 
likely to be fraught with the most disastrous consequences if adopted. 

It would be regarded by the Chinese of every rank as a confession of 
Western weakness and of the superiority of Chinese arms, and anti-foreign 
literature inciting to renewed violence and insults would quickly be in 
circulation throughout the eighteen Provinces, where, under any cir
cumstances, the most garbled accounts will be given by the officials. 

It is the conviction of the Foreign residents in China
· 

that the present 
crisis has been brought on by the ueliberate ma.la fides of the Empress 
Dowager and her creatures, and unless a blow be now dealt at those in high 
places, aud a demonstration be made of the stt·ength and determination of 
the Allied Powers, there will soon be a fresh and more formidable, because 
better organised, effort made to sweep foreigners from the Chinese Empire. 

Trusting that your Chamber will represent this well considered con-
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elusion to the Noble Lord the Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs.

! am, &c., 

R. CHATTERT ON WILCOX, Secretary. 

K. B. MuRRAT, Esq., Secretary, LoNDON CrrAMBER OF CoMliiERCE. 

HoNGKONG GENERAL CrrAMBEI� oF CoMMERCE, 

HoNGKONG, lOth September, 1900. 

DEAR Sm,-1 am directed to acknowledge receipt of your letter of the 

3rd instant, asking whether this Chamber proposed to take any steps in 

reference to the proposed evacuation of Poking by the Allied 
. 
Forces, and 

to state, in reply, that on the 6th instant, a telegram was despatched to 

the London Chamber of Commerce asking them to communicate a message 

to the Foreign Office, earnestly advocating maintenance of Allied Forces 

in Peking until the establishment of a proper Government and punishment 

of the guilty officials. The opinion was expressed that earlier withdt•awal 

would prove most disastrous to foreign prestige throughout Chiua. 

A letter confirming the telegram, and expressing the views of the 

Chamber at greater leugt.h, was despatched by the mail this morning.-

! am, &c., 

E. W. MtTCHELL, Esq. 
R. C H ATTERTON WILCOX, Secretary. 

LONDON UHAMBER OF 001\l:\lERCE, 

BoTOLPH HousE, EASTCHEAP, LoNDON, E.C., 
1 1 th September, 1900. 

DEAR SIR,-! duly received yout· cable of the 6th instant, which I at 

once communicated to the (\fficers of the Chamber and to the Chairman of 

the East India anJ China Trade Section, with t.he result that the commu

nica.tion, of which I enclose a copy, was immediately addi·essed to t.be 

Foreign Office. 

Trusting that this will meet with the app1·oval of the Hongkong 

Cham her.-Yours, &c., 

KENRIC B. M URRAY, Secretary. 

The Secretary, C HAMBER OP CmmERC��, Hongkong. 
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London, 6th September, 1 900. 

My Lord,-1 lmve the honour to append a copy of a very important. 

telegram despatched from Hongkong and received here to-day. 

The expression of the view of the Hongkong Chamber of Commerce 

on the disastrous effect upon our relations with China which would result 

from the withdrawal frow Peking of the Allied Forces before an adequate 

anJ. satisfactory settlement of the grave questions at issue with that 

Empire had been obtained, is deserving your Lordship's most earnest con

sideration. The message conveys the opinion of commercial men fully 

acquainted with the chn.racter of the Chinese, with the problems tha.t h1we 

to be solved, !tnd who represent interests of vast magnitude.-! am, &c., 

Wn.LIAM KESWICK, c�r.P.), Chairman 

of the East Imlia aml China Trade 

Section of the Lon1lon Chamber Commerce. 

The Most Xoble t.he Marqness of Salishnry, K.G., Secretary of State for 

Forei!!" Affairs, Foreign Office, S. W. 

H o!:II<:KONG G�o:NEHAI. CnAMI:ER Ol' Co,nrEIH":E, 

IIoxGKONI�, 24th October, I 800. 

DEAR SIR,-I beg leave to acknowledge receipt of yom favour of the 

11th nlt.imo, enclosing copy of the letter forwarded by the East India an t1 
China Section of your Cham bcr to the Foreign Office covering copy of the 

telegram sent by this Chamber on the 6th idem protesting against the 

proposed evacuation of Peking by the Allied Forces before punishment of 

t.he instigators of the outrages antl mnssa.cres bad been secured. In doino 

so, I am instructed to ask you to com·ry to '
the Committee of th e Ea�� 

India ��nd Chim\ Trat1e Section the t.ba.nb of t.his Chamber for the prompt 
and effective means adopted to Lring their views to the attention of Her 
Majesty's Govemment.-I am, &c., 

R. CHATTE!1TO:\' \VILCOX:, �eeretnry. 

KF.�Rr•·  R. 11rJR I',A'", E ,. t r c· c , l"q., ,,ecre :try, ,OND<Il\ .TLUli:ER OF O�DTElt< JE.  
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contract for Carriage of Mails by way of the Paciftc 

and Vancouver, B.C. 

HoNc:KON<:, lOth Apri l ,  1 900. 

DEAI� Sm,-In view of the expiry, in May, 1901, of the contract at 

present in effect with H. B.M.'s Government for the Oaniage of Mails from 

Hongkong, by way of the Pa.cific and Vancouver, B.C., I would ask if you 

could arrange for the passing of a resolution by your Chamber urging the 

desirability of renewing the Contract in question. Such a resolution on tho 

]•art of yom Chamber would, I feel sure, carry much weight with the 

British Govcrnm<!nt \\'hl'n negotiations are opened i n  connection with the 

mn.t.ter. 

I need ba·rdly point out that, upon political grounds, the maintenance 

of the service is all-important, forming, as it does, an essentially Bt·itish 

route throughout and capable of being used in any manner that cir

cumstances may demand ; and, further, I would call your particular atten

t ion to the great regularity \Vith which the service has beeu carried on by 

the Ca.nalliau Pacific Rail way Com pany, tlming the past nine years-the 

period during which t be existing contr<tct has been running-and also to 

the rapid transit gi\'en tt> the mails. 

Your Chamber may consider it desirable to go fmther than suggest 

met;ely n. renewal of the contract by recommending the institution of ·� 

more frequent service- say fortnightly throughout the year, at a propor

tionate increase in the subsidy payable by the Government. Any such 

suggestions in this or in other directions will, I am sure, meet with the 

attention they deserve at the bauds of the Government. 

·when the question of Mail subsidy first came up in connection with 

this Company's Mail route your Committee very kindly took up the matter 

and urged upon the Government the rlesirability of instituting the service, 

and a reference to the Report of .vonr Comm ittee for the year ending 3 1 st 

December, 1887, will shew what transpired. Your present Committee will, 

doubtless, see their way to following up the representations, then made, at 

the present time. 

In conclusion, I would mention that a resolution has been passed at 

the Annual Meeting of the Foreign Chamber of Commet·ce at Yokohama, 

·� copy of which is attached hereto, for your information. Resolutions to 
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the same effect are i n  course of being passed n.t various vther Ports in 

China and Japa.n.-I am, &c., 

1 > .  W. C H A DDOCK, Aeting General .-\ g-out. 
H. CHA'I"l'lmTOX \Y iLCOX, ERq., �eerC:-tary, GENEHAL C H .\�JBEH v F  Co)l

llEHCE, Hougkong. 

Copy of Re sol utiou passed ttuaninwusly al • ..J.unurd Jleeting of Frn·cign 
Cltambel' of Commerce, Y okohmua, 29th 1\fareh, 1 !:100. 

'l"bat i n  view of the quick 'l'rans-Pacific Mail Service vit1 Vaneouver, 

so efficiently carried out by the Canadian P}tcific R!�ilway Company's 

steamers, it is desirable, in the opinion of this Chamber, tb:�t the present 

Ma.il Contract with H.B.M.'s Government should be renewed, and further, 

that it is clesiraLle that additional steamers should be secured to an·aug11 
for a fortnightly senice throughout the year, if possible, with a propor

tionate increase in the nu�il subsidy, as the continuance and extension of 
this service is of increasing importance in the general interests of t.mue. 

Ave1·age Memo. 
Honglwny and Yokohama to London. 

Hongkoug. 
Canadian Pacific Railway Co. . .  . . . . . . . . . .  36 days 

' Frisco Lines . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  42 , 
North German Lloycl (Via N1�ples) . . . . . .  29 , 
M. M. Co. (Via Marscilles) . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  31 , 
P. & 0. (Brindisi) . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 31 , 

Yokohama. 
25 days. 

:�1 " 
40 " 
41 

41 
" 
" 

HoN<;J\O::>G GENEHAJ. C u .\:lliiEit or Co)Dl �:m; :·:, 

fiOIW J\O,:>;G , 20th .April, 1900. 

DEAR SIR,-I ha.vd to acknowledge receipt, on the lOth instant, o[ 

your letter of that dt�te ca.lling attention to the expiry of your Company's 

contra.d with the Im perial Govcmment t.o carry the Mails from Hongl;ong 

to Cauatht, in Ma.y, lVO l ,  and asking if the Chamber couhl cxprCst:i �Lu 

opinion i n  favour of the renewal by the Government of such tontmct. 
The question was duly cou siuercd by the Committee, aml at their 

meeting on the 18th instant, the following resolution was unanimou�ly 
adopted :-
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" 'rhat in the opinion of this Chamber it is desirable the 

contract between Her Majesty's Government and the Canadian 

P.tcific Railway Company fot· the carriage of mails from Hong

J;onb, v i;( i!.J..: P.lcific and Vancouvet·, which will expire i n  May, 

I% I ,  should be renewed, if possible w it.h an accelerated and 

fortnightly service."-! n,m, &c., 

H. CHATTEH.TOl\ WlLCOX, Secretary . 

D. \V. CRAUHOCI;:, E:;q., Acting Genemi Ageu t,  Can:tui1tn Pacifie Railway 

Company. 

Ho�GKONG GEN�:HAL CHAllllEit OP Co:ummc�;, 

HoNGKON\7, 24th April, 1900. 

Sm,-I have the honour to transmit,· for the information of His 

Excellency the Officer Administering the Government, copy in triplicate of 

a resolution passed unanimously by the General Committee at their 

meeting on the 18th instant, on the subject of the renewal of the subsidy 

paid by Her Majesty's Government to the Canadian Pacific Railway Com

pany for carrying the mails from Hongkong via Vancouver. The Com

mittee will be glad if His Excellency will be good enough to forwaru a 

copy of this resolution to the Right Honourable the Secretary of State for 
the Colonies.-I have, &c., 

H. CHATTERTON WILCOX, Secretary. 
To llou. F. 11 . .M.\ Y, C.)J.G., Actiug Colonial Secretary. 

�u. li:24. CoJ.ONJ.AL SECRETAUY':s Ol•'.FIGE. 

HoNGKONc;, lOth J11ly, l900. 

Sm,·-With reference to your letter of the 24th April, I am directed 

to inform you that His Excellency the Officer Administering the Govern

ment duly forwarded to the Secretary of State a copy of the resolution 

therein cont<1ineu, and that ·His Excelleucy the Governor has received a 

reply · to the effect that the question of renewing the contract. with the 

Canadian Pacific Railway fot· the carriage of mails from Hongkong via 

the Pacific and Vancouver is now under consideration.-I have, &c., 

F. H. 1IA Y, Acting Colouial Secretary. 

The Secretary, CHA)IBER O�>' Co�mur.ncE. 
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HoN\TIWNG GENERAL CH.ui.B�;R uF ColLUEUCE, 

1-IONGKONG, 14th �lay, H JOO. 
DEAR SIR,-The question of the renewal of the contract between 

H.B.M.'s Government and the Ca.nadiau Pacific llailway Company for the 

carriage of the mails from Hongkong to Canada having been duly con

sidered by the Committee of this Chamber at their meetiug on the 18th 

ultimo, the following resolution was passed unanimously :-

" That i n  the opinion of this Chamber it is desirable the 

contract between Her Majesty's Government and the Canadian 

Pacific Railway Compn,ny for the carriage of mails from Hong

kong vif( the Pacific and Vancouver, which will expire in Ma,y, 

1901, should be renewed, if possible with an accelerated and 

fortnightly service." :_I am, &c., 

R CHATTERTON WILCOX, Secretary. 
To KENRJC B. MuRRAY, Esq., Secrctnry, LoNDON CuA)IBE!t O F Co)I· 

MERCE. 

1-IONI<KOl\<r GENEHAL CHAMBER OF CO;\BIElWE, 

HONGKONG, 14th May, 1900. 

SIR,-The attention of my Committee having been called to the fact 

that the contract of the Canadian Pacific Railway Company to carry the 

Mails from Hongkong to Canada will expire in May, 1901, with a request 

that they would express an opinion in favour of the renewal by the Im

perial Government of such contract, the matter was considered at their 

meeting on the 18th ultimo, when the following resolution was unanimously 

adopted :-

" That in the opinion of this Chamber it is desirable the 

contract between Her Majest.y's Government and the Canadiau 

Pacific Railway Company for the carriage of mails from Hong

lwng via the Pacific and Vn,nconver, which will expire in May, 

1901, should be renewed, if possible with an accelerated and 

fortnightly service."-I am, &c., 

R. CHATTERTON WILCOX, Secretary. 

The Secretary, CHAMBER OF CoMMERCE, Montrcnl. 
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BoTOLPH Ho�;sE, EAtiTOHEAP, Lo:�mo;-;, E.C., 

LoNDON, 18th June, 1900. 

llonglwng Jl1nil Cnntmct Hesolutiou. 

DEAR Sm,-I have to acknowledge, with thanks, receipt of your 

letter of the 14th May last, which I will duly bring before the members of 

the East India and China, the Canadian, and the Postal Committees of this 

Chamber at thei1· nex.t meetings. 

I will inform you of any <tetion which may be taken on this subject 

by the Cbam ber.-Yoms, &c., 

KENl{lC 13. M U H H A Y ,  �ecrctary. 

R CHATTEitTON ·WILCox, Es!h �ceretary, GEN�:RAL CHAJIBER OF ColL

Jt�:RcE, Hougkoug. 

LA Cu.\JIIIRE J>E ColDIERCE Du DISTRICT DE i.\loNTUEAI-, 
.Mo�nmi:AL, 4th September, 1!:100. 

DEAlt Sm,-Your letter and resolution referring to the renewal of 

the contract in l\lfay, 1901, for the carriage of the mails between Hongkong 

and Canada has been referred to one of our pe1·manent committees for 

report.-! am, &c., 

.JO�. llAY.NEI:', Sccrclary. 

To the �eeretary of the Hoxc. I\ONU l-i EI\EH.\1, CuAllllEJ� oF Coll.III::HcE. 

LA CuA:UllRE 1n: CoJDIEReE oL: Dli:iTIUUT DE MoNTREAL, 

MoNTRJo;AL, 27th October, 1 900. 

DEAR Sm,-Refening to your favour of the 14th of May last, I have 

the honom to be directed by the Board to transmit to you a copy of a 

Resolution adopted unanimously by your Chamber concerning the renewal, 

in l\by, l!Jl)l, of the contmct for the cani<tgc of mails from Hongkong -vid
thc Pacific and Vancouver.-! remain, &c., 

JO::i. HAYNE::i, :Secretary. 

To the Secretar,v of the HoNGKONU CHA�IBER OF Co�mERCE. 
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Tile Chamber ,l Commer{'(' of tlw Distt·ict of Mrmtt·eal. 

CouxcrL'� MEETING, 

WEI>NESDA Y, the 1 7th Octoher, 1900. 
L. E. GEOl<'FRION, President, in the cha,ir. 

The following resolution was unanimously adopted :-

" Resolved that-In tbe opinion of this Chamber, the present opportu

nity of the renewal (in May, 1901) of the contract between Rer Majesty's 

Govemment and the Canadian P<teific Railway for tbe caniage of mails 

from Hongkong via the Pacific and Vancouver, should be seized to ask, in 

the interest of the Do m inion of Canaua and the British Empire at large, 

for a.Llditional facilities, both in frequency of uepartures (increased number 

of trips at all seasons) and acceleration of service." 

.JO S . HA YNES, 1-lecretary. 

HoNGKON<"< GE:\'ERAL CJrAMBEH OF CmnrETWE, 

HoNGKO:\'G, ::lnl DeeemLer, 1 900 . 

DEAR Sm,-I beg to acknowledge receipt of your favour of the 27th 

October trm1smitting copy of a resolution unanimously adoptell hy you1· 

Chamber concerning the renewal, in May, 1901, of the contract for the 

carriage of mails f1·om Hongkong via the Pacific and Vancouver. 

My Committee are glad to learn tha.t your Chamber advocate both an 

increased number of trips and acceleration of service.-! am, &e., 

R. CHATTERTON W I LCO:X, Sccre1ary. 
The Scer<'tary, CnA J!BEH OF CO)!lUEIWE, Montreal. 

No. 414. CoLONIAL SECRETARY's OFFICE, 

HoNGKONG, 25th Februa1·y, 1901. 

Sm,-I have the honour to transmit for the information of your 

Committee the enclosed copy of a despatch from the Secretnry of St:tte 

for the Colonies respecting the renewal of subsidy to the Canadian 

Pacific Railway Company for the Mail service via Vancouver.--! ha.ve, 
&c., 

J. H. STEW ART LOCKHART, Colonia.l Secretary. 

ThP Secretal'J to the CHAMBER OF CoMl\IERCE. 
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Downing Street, 

13th January, 1901. 

Sir,-With reference to my despatch No. 1 72 of the 8th June last, 

I have the honour to state, for your information, that · Her Majesty's 

Government have now agreed to t.he renewal of the subsidy to the Ca

nadian Pacific Railway Company for the Mail service to Japan and 

Hongkong virt Vancouver for a further period of five years.-I httve, 

&c., 

J. CHAMBERLAIN. 

Governor Sir Henry A. Blake, G.C.M.G., 

&c , &c., &r.. 

D 
The Shipment of Japanese so-called Safety Matches . .  

No. 572. Cor.oNUL SECRETARY's OFFICE, 

1-IONGKONG, 5th April, 1 900. 

Sm,-1 a.m directed to transmit to you for the consideration of the 

Chamber of <1ommerce the enclosed copy of a letter from the Acting 

Harbour Master on the subject of the desirability of declaring under section 

15 of the new Merchant Shipping Consolidation Ordin:1nce when it comes 

into force, safety matches of Japanese manufacture to be chtugcrous 

goods.-I have, &c., 

F. H. MAY, Acting Colonial Secret.rrry. 

The Secretary, Cn AMilER OF ColDIERCE. 

No. 1 ::\.'i. 

Harhonr Department, 

Hong"kong, 31'll April, 1900. 

Sir,-1 h!tvc the honom to mrt.kt> the following recommcndation.

Thero having been, during tho last six  months, two cases of fire on board 

stea.mers i n  this port due to part of the genet·al cargo consisting of Jap

anese (so-called) safety matches, I submit the advisability of declaring 

suuh matches to be " dangerous goods " under Section 12 of Ordinance 26 
of 1891 and Section 15 of The Merchant Shippin� Consolidation Ordi

nan,:e 1899. 
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The second case occurred this moming, apparently through sponta
neous combustion. It was fortunately discovered while the Acting Senior 

Boarding Officer was inspecting Emigrants on board, otherwise, had the 

vessel (the steam-ship Oltwnshan) got to sea before the discovery of the 

fire, a panic among the 800 emigrants would have been inevitable, and 

great loss of life and prope1·ty have prob1tbly ensued. 

I am aware that there is much to be said on both sides of the question ,  

but these matches appear t o  be distinctly dangerous, and hence some 
restriction becomes necessary. 

The trade in these matches forms so infinitesimal a portion of the total 

trade of the port that I imagine it will scarcely he a hardship to tho ship

pers to restrict t.he carriage of them to such ships as do not carry more 

than 20 passengers, as provided for in the 1899 Ordinance Section 15 

S.S. 5.-I have, &c., 

B. TAYLOR, Acting· Harbonr .Master. 

The Honourable the Aeting Colonial Secretary. 

HoxGKONG GENF.RAL C H A M BER or-· Co:\<IMERCE, 

HoNGKOKG, 20th April, liJOO. 

Sm,-l beg to acknowledge receipt of JOUl' letter (No. 572) of the 

5th instant transmitting fot· the consideration of this Chamber n sugges
tion by the Acting Harbour Master on the question of the desirability of 

declaring under Sect.ion 15 of the new Me1·chant Shipping O rdinance, 

when it comes into force, safety matches of Ja.panese manufacture to be 

dangerous goods. 

In reply I am direct�d to say the Corn mit.tee deprecate action in this 

matter !l.t present, ('Ons·idering that. t.ha proposal is based on the t'Ccnrrence 
of only two cases of comhustion and those o[ com paratively recent date, 

whereas the proposl\l suggested wonlcl certaiul_v divert a.n important tmlle 

from its accustomed <:lumnel. 'l'his Chamber in the m eantime is bring-ing 
the matter t.o the nttention of the Chambers of Commerce of Kobe am1 

Yokohama, suggesting to them to urge npon those concerned the necessity 
of observing more care in the manufacture of these s:1fety matches.-I h:wo, 
&c., 

R. CHA'l'TEBTON WILCOX, Secretary. 

'l'o Hon. F. H. MAY, c.M.o., Acting; Colonial Secretary. 
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HoNOKONG GENERAL C H AM m:R OF CoMMERCE, 

HoNGKONG, �1st April, HJOO. 

Sm,-In consequence of two recent cases of fire on board steamers iu 

this port, due to part of general cargo, consisting of Japanese SCI-ca.lled 

safety matches, a suggestion has been made to the Colonial Government 

which has been submitted to this Chamber, viz., that under the provisions 

of the new Shipping Ordinance, these matches should be declared danger

ous goods. 

This Chamber has, in reply, deprecated immediate action in this 

direction as it would ten:i to obstruct trade and because such disasters 

h:we not been frequent in the past. The Committee, howevet·, wish to 

express the opinion that Japanese manufacturers would further their own 

interests, and obviate interference het·e, by payiug greater attention to the 

absolute safety of these matches from spontaneous ignition.-! am, &c., 

R. C HA'lvfER'l'ON W IJ,UOX, Secret�ry. 

The Secretary, HtOGO & OsAKA GF.)'H:RAI. CHAMBER OF CoM �H�RCJE. 

[Similar letters 1t•e,·e add1·essed to t/w Yolwlwma Cltarnber and the 

Kobe ( Native) Clwmbn·.] 

YnKOHAMA FoREIGN CHAMBER oF CoMMERCF., 

YoKOHAMA, 3rd l\IAY, 1!)00. 

Sm,-I have to acknowledge your letter of the 21st ultimo, l'e Japanese 

matches, and to say th!\t the match-making industry is almost wholly con

fined to Osaka and district. That being the case, the matter could prob

ably be taken up with bAtter effect if the Hyogo and Osaka Chamber was 

informed of the dangerous nature of these so-calle� Safety Matches. Your 

letter, however, will be duly laid before the Committee of this Chamber, 

with the p1·obability of the Yokohama and Tokyo Japanese Chambers be

ing requested to take up the subject.-! am, &c., 

J. E. BEAL E, SecretnrJ. 

'l'he Secretary, HoNOKONO GEN�:RAL CHAMBER OF CoMMERCE. 

HwGo AND OsAKA GENERAL CHA�mER oF CoMMERCE, 

Hwoo, 4th May, 1900. 

DEAR SIR,-I beg to acknowledge receipt of your favour of 21st April. 
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As Kobe is the centre of the Export Match Trade the subject is one 

of particular importance and every means will be used by our Chamber to 

bring your complaint to the uotice of Exporters and 1\fanufactm·ers. I have 

forwarded a c<>py of your letter to the Kobe Chamber of Commerce (Ja

panese).-! am, &c., 

C. W. WUHROCK, Secretary. 

H.. CnATTER'l'ON Wu,cox, Esq., i:iecretary, HoNGKON<: GENERAL CHAM

BER oP CoMMEl�CE. 

KonE CHA:�<JBElt ul·' C<)MMERCJ::, 

KosE, JAPAN, 1 7th May. liJUO. 
DEAR Sm,-I have received your lettor dated 21st ultimo. As to 

the igniLiou of the safety matches, a warning has been immediately given 

to the Ma.tches Manufacturers Guild. The manufacturers, having no 

experience of the spouta.ne0us ignition of matches, were only taking special 

care in mixing the materials ; but greater care will Le taken hereafter for 

emergencies probable to be causerl by the mode of transportation or other 

circumstances. They proposed to me to express to you their hearty thanl;s 

for your kind intimation. Ft•om time to time warnings will be given them ; 

for, if matches come to be recognised as a dangerous goods under the new 

Shipping Ordinance, it would be a great obstruction to trade. Wishing 

your continual favour.-I am, &c., 

'1'. KIMUHA, Secretary. 

The Secretary, HoNGKONG CuuJUER OF CoMMERCE. 

Delay in forwarding on Mails for Manila. 

MANII.A CHAM BEit OI' Co�DfEncE, 

ANLOAOUE, 1\o. 8, 

MANILA, 7th April, HJOO. 
Sm,-At a meeting of the Committee of the Manila Chamber of Com

merce held yesterday, I wafl instructed to address �\ letter to you with the 

request that you woulll kindly draw the attention of the Postmaster Ge

neral at your Port to what seems on this side the unuccessm·y delay 
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experienced here recent.ly in the receipt. of European M:ails from Hongkong. 

In 01·de1· to make the matter clear to you, I enclose a Memorandum 

reg:nding the most recent cases complaineu of and would ask you to lay 

same before the Posl:mtSte:-, in the hope t.hat he will i n  future see that the 

Manila Mails are, when possible, put on board of steamers leaving Hong

kong di?·ect for Manila. 

Thanking you in anticipation.-·! am, &c., 

H.. C.<\..LDER SMITH, s:cretary. 

R. C. Wu.cox, Esq., Secretary, the CHAM BER OF CoMMERCE, 

Hong·kong·. 

Mem01·andum 1·e .Mails. 

Tlze London Mail of 16th Feb·ruary arrived in  Hongkong on 1 7th March, 

and uelivcry was begun at 12.50. 

It arrived here per Diamante, via Amoy, on 29th March. 

If it had been sent direct per Sungkiang, it would have arrived on 25th 

March. 

The London Mail of23?·d Februa?-y arrived in Hongkong on 26th March, 

nnd delivery was begun at 10 a.m. 

It arrived here on 4th April, apparently Ly the U. S. transport 

Ne·wa7·l•, whereas had it Leen sent by Futam.i Mant it would have anive<l 

on 1st inst<�.nt. 

IloNO KONG U l>NEnAL CHAMBER oF CoMM ERC E , 

HoxoKONG, 21st April, 1 000. 

Sm,-A communication has been received by this Chamber from the 

Mitnila Chamber of Commerce drawing attention to the unnecessary delay 

experienced there lately in the receipt of European Mails from Hougkong. 

In illust.ration of the grievance under which they are labouring, the 1\fanila 

ChamLer forward a memoraudum giving the rnost recent cases of such 

delay (copy of which is euclosed,l, and express the hope that you will in  

future, when possible, put the mails on board of steamers leaving here for 

Manila direct .• 

Feeling sure that these representations will meet with favourable con

sideration.-I have, &c., 

R. CHA'f'l'ERTQN WILCOX; Secretary. 

To E. C. LEwrs, Esq.; Acting· Postmaster General. 

Registered No. G. 55. 
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G EN Er:AL PosT OFFICE, 

HoNGKONG, 21st April, 1900. 

Sm,-I have the honour to acknowledge the receipt of your letter of 

this day's date, ?'e delay in receipt in Manila of European Mails forwarded 

by this office. 

The matter had already been brought to my notice, and I lost no time 

in issuing such instructions as will prevent a recurrence of the cause of the 

complaint.-! am, &c., 

E. CORNEWALL LEWIS, Acting Postmaster General. 

R. CHATTERTON WILcox, Esq., Secretary, HoNGKONG CHAM BER OF 
·COMMEltCE. 

HoNoKoNo GENERAL CHAMBER oF CoMMEUcB, 

HoNOKONG, 24th April, HJOO. 

SIR,--1 beg to acknowledge receipt of your letter of the 7t.h instant 

drawing attentiou to the late arrival of Europeau mails forwarded on from 

this port to Manila, and enclosing a memo. showing how in two instances 

this occurred. 

In response to your appeal, a letter was on the 2 1 st instant addressed 

lo the Acting Postmaster Geneml, pointing out the grievance under which 

Manila laboured and suggesting that the mails should be sent, in future, 

when possible, by steamers leaving direct. I enclose copy of the reply 

received, which I hope you will deem satisfactory.-! am, &c., 

R. CH A'l"l'ERTON WILCOX, Secretary. 

H. CALllER S:.\nTu, Bsth Secretary, MANI LA CHA�IBER OP CoM:.\IJ:;RCE. 

iUANI LA CHAMBER OP CoMME RCE, 

ANLOAGUE, No. 8, 

MANILA, 4th l\lay, 1900. 

Sm,-Your favor of 24th ultimo is duly to hand and I beg to thank you 
in name of the :Manila Chamber of Commerce for same and for the satis
factory result of your application to the Postmaster regarding Mails for 
this port. 

If at any time I can be of the slightest assistance to you, it will give 
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me great pleasure to put my services at your disposal.-! am, &c., 

R. C ALDER SMI'l'H, Secretary. 

1L CHAT'l'ERTON WrLCox, Esq., Secretary, HoNGKONG GENERAL CHAM

mm OF CoMMBHCE, Hong-kong·. 

The Repression of Piracy on the West River. 

CoLONIAL SECRE'l'ARY's OFFICE, 

HoNGKON G, 5th April, liJOO. 
Sm,-I am directed to transmit to you for the information of the 

Chamber the enclosed extract from a despatch from Vice-Admiral Sir 

Edward Seymour, suggesting that with a view to the better prevention of 

piracies, merchant-vessels should use one route only between Samshui and 

the sea, which would be specially protected by gunboats, aud proposing 

one such route. I have to request information as to whether the Chamber 

of Commerce approves of this route or can suggest a better one. 

I am to request you to send me a reply at the earliest possible 

moment, as it is desired to take immediate action on the Vice-Admiral's 

proposal.--! have, &c., 
F. H. MAY, Acting Colonial Secretary. 

The Acting· Secretary, C HAMl:IER OF CoMlllERCE. 

Ext1·actyrom Vice-Admi1·al E. H. Seymou1·'s lettel' dated 81·d AtH·il, 1900. 

" For thtl prevention of such things in future one plan which seems to 

me advisable is to make it publicly known that efforts will be made to 

protect one route only between Samshui and the sea. Which this route 

should be may be difficult to decide, but I should suggest the West River 

by Campbell Island, Kum-chuk, Chan-lin Island and the "Broadway to 

:M:acao, as the easiest t.o patrol and protect, but there may be good reason 

to prefer another one." 

HoNGKONO GENERAL CHAMBE R oF CoMMERCE, 

HoNaKoNo, 20th April, HlOO. 
Sm,-I beg to own receipt of your letter (No. 568) dated 5th instant, 
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enclosing extract from a despnteh from Vice-Admiral Sir Edward Seymour 

suggesting that, with a view to the better prevention of piracies, merchant 
vessels should use one route only between Samshui and the sea, which 
would be specially protected by gunboats, and proposing such route. 

I am instructed to say that the proposal is receiving careful attention, 

but time is required to obtain full information as to the most desirable 
route. A reply will, however, be forwarded as soon as possible.-! have, 

&c., 

R. C HATTERTON WILCOX, Secret�r'y. 

Hon. F. H. MAY, C.M.o., Acting Colonial Secretary. 

HoNGKONG, 24th April, 1900. 
DEAR SIR,-With reference to H. E. Admira.l Seymour's su.,aestion t>t> 

that the " Broadway " should be patrolled by the war vessels employed in 
the protection of the merchant shipping tra.ding on the West River, we 
have made enquiries of the �sters of our steamers on the run, alld they 
all recommend tbat instead qf the " Broadway " the following route should 

be protected for preference, as being the one more generally in use, viz., 
Wangmoon, Sailam and Junction Channels, and the West River between 
Kongmoon and Samshui. 

We understand that this is also the opinion of the Naval Officers m 

command of the vessels on the River.-We are, &c., 

BUT'l'ERFIELD & BWJHE. 

lL 0HATTERTON WrLcox, Esq ., Secretary, HoNGKONG CHAJIIRER oF 

COMMEIWR. 

HoNGKONG GENERAL CHAMBRR oF \�OliiMERCE, 

HoNGKONG, 26th April, 1900. 
Sm,-Adverting to my letter of the 20th instant with reference to 

Admiral Seymour's suggestions that one route only should be used by 
merchant steamers from Samshui to the sea, and in which he indicates 
the " Broadway " as the most desirable, I a.m now i n  a position to give 
the reference to those principally concerned. 

All the Masters of steamers engaged in the navigation of the t·iver are �nanimous in recommending that, instead of the " Broadway," the follow
mg route, which is more generally in use, sbonld be patrolled by the war 
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vessels, viz., Wangmoon, Sailam, and Junction Channels ::md the West 

River between Kongmoou and Samshui.-I have, &c., 

R. C HATTERTON WILCOX, Secrctar.v. 

Hon. I<'. H. �lAY, c.M.n., Acting· Colonial Secretary. 

No. 794. CoLoNIAL SEcnETAnv's OFFrcE, 

HoNOKo Na, 4th May, 1900. 

DEAR SIR,-With reference to your letter of tbe 26th ultimo, sug

gesting a route to be patrolled by Her Majesty's Ships with a view to the 

better protection of trade on the West River, I am directed to inform you 

t.bat tbc Naval Authorities have given directions for the patrol of the route 

mentioned in your letter, namely from Samshui to the sea by Wangmoon, 

Sailam and Junction Chauuels, and the West River between Samshui and 

Kongmoon.-I b:we, &c., 

F. H. MAY, Acting Colonial Secretary. 

The Secretary to the C u ni.BEil OF CoMMF.RCE. 

G 
The Navigation of the West River at Lak-la.o. 

CoLONIAL s�:CRE'l'ARY's OFFICE, 

Ho:'fOKONG, fith J una, 1900. 

Sm,-I am directed to transmit to you for the information of the 

Chamber of Commerce the encloseu translation of portion of a report con

t::•ined in a uespatch from His Excellency the Viceroy of Kwnng Tung, 

datt>tl 14th April, together with :� copy of a letter relating thereto from His 

Excellency thl:l Vice-Aumiral. 
I am to request you to be good enough to use jour influence with the 

masters of British steamers and launches to ind nee them to slow down 

when approaching and passin:z Lak-lao.--I have, &c., 

F. H. MAY, Acting· Colonin.J Secretary. 
'fhe :::ecretary, the CHAMnEn Ol·' CoM�IEHCE. 
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( Extmcl.) 
1 4t.h April , 1 900. 

" With respect to the stoning of the steamer Lung-Kong by people at 

TJak-lao, I find that the rivet· at Lak-lao is in my district and is tortuous 

and nanow and that the current runs swiftly. When steamet·s arrived at 

this place they were formerly obliged to go slowly ; if they did not, col

lisions with small boats wet·e inevitable and people an d  the shopmen living 

on the two banks of the river, when they see steamers coming too fast, 

throw stones to make them go t>lowly. They do this, it is quite evident, to 

prevent collisions with small boats. Luog-Kong is a place within my 

jurisdiction, and the steamer i n  question, although it flies a foreign flag, is 
run by people of this district. Lung-Kong is very close to Lak-lao, and 

the owners of the steamet· must necessarily know the circumstances of the 

place. As the steamer did not slow down it seems difficult specially to 

blame tht> village people for throwing stones. I have already ordet·ed the 

elders and gentry of the place to put a stop to the stone-throwing, hut 

several tens of thousands of merchants aml people live there lmd I am 

afraid it will prove difficult to point out who throw the stones and put u. 

sto}l to it. 

"I request that a despatch m;ty be wt·itten to the Consul to issue 
instructions to the captains of steamers hereafter when they arri"e at Lak

lao that they must slow down and proceed at a modet·ate pace so that col

lisions with small boats may be avoided." 

H.B.M.S. Centu1·ion1 
Weihaiwei, 1 2th i\Iny, H JOO. 

Sir,-With reference to a despatch from His Excelleucy the Viceroy 
of Kwa.ng Tung, elated 14th April, a c,1py of which has been fot'W!�rded to 

me by the Com modore, on the subject of recent attacks on steam-launches 
on the West River, I have the honour to inform yout· Excellency that I 

quite concur in the suggestion therein tb:tt steamers should be obligecl to 

go slowly when they anive at L:tk-lao, so that collision� with sm:\ll uoats 
may be avoided. The river or creek there is tortuous and very nano1v and 
it is certainly dangerous to boa.ts and na.tive traffic for steamers to pass 
through at high sp�ed. 

2.-I would suggest to your Excellency that notice should be given to 
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all British steamers or steamboats plying in those waters that they are 
always to slow down when approaching and passing Lak-lao, and that His 

Excellency Li should be informed that such notice has been given.-! 

have, &c., 

E .  H. SEYMOuR, Vice-Aclmiral. 

His Excellency Major-General W. J. Gascoig-ne, c.�r.o., Administering· the 

Government, Hongkong-. 

HoNGKONO GENERAL CHAMBER oF Co�mERCE, 

HoNGKONu, 8th June, 1900. 

Sm,-I beg to acknowledge receipt of your letter of the 5th instant, 

(No. 993), enclosing translation of a portion of a report contained in a 

despatch from His Excellency the Viceroy of the Two Kwang, dated 14th 

April, together with copy of a letter relating thereto from His Excellency 

Vice-Admiral Seymour, and requesting the Chamber to use its influence 
with the masters of British steamers to induce them to slow <lown when 

approaching and passing Lak-hw on the West River. 

The matter has uee11 considered by the Committee, who l1ave authorised 

communication with the Companies engaged in the navigation of the river, 
who have been supplied with copies of the correspondence and r�quested 

to bring it to the attention of the commanders of their steamers, who will 
no donht, in future, observe the precaution.-! have, &c., 

R. CHA'l'TERTON WI LCOX, Secretary. 

The Hon. Acting Cor.ONLAL SECRETARY. 

HoNGKONG GENERAL CHAMBER oF CoMMERCE, 

HoNGKONG, 7th June, 1900. 

DEAR SIRs,-1 beg to enclose herewith copy of a letter received from 
the Colonial Government, together with enclosures, on the t!Ubject of the 
navigation of a certain creek of the West River, at a place called Lak-lao, 

1·ecently the scene of a hostile demonstration against a foreig n  steamer, 

caused, it is alleged, by steamers passing too rapidly in a narrow and 

tortuous channel and thereby colliding with native craft. His Excellency 

the Viceroy now requests, and Vice-Admiral Sir E. Seymour concurs in 
the request, that foreign steamers passing Lak-lao will, in future, slow 

down at that point in order to avoid the chance of a collision with th · 
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native vessels. Will you, therefore, kindly make known this request to the 

commanders of your steamers navigating the West River ?-I am, &c., 

R. OHA.TTER'fON WILCOX, Secretary. 

.Messrs. JARDINE, MA'l'HESON & Co., General Manag·ers, Indo-Ohina S. 

N. Co., Ld. 
. 

[Similar letters were addressE>d to the China Navigation Company, the 

I:l. C. and M. Steamboat CornpaD:f, and Messrs. Banker & Co.J 

HoNGKONG, CANTON & MACAO .3TEAMBOA1' CoMPANY, LIMITED, 

HoNoKONG, !;th June, HlOO. 
DEAR Sm,-I beg to acknowledge \Vitb thanks your lettet· of the 7th 

instant with accompanying copy of correspondence anent the necessity for 
steamers to slow down when passing Lak-hto on the West River, of wl.ich 

due note is taken.-! am, &c., 

THO : ARNOLD, Secretary. 

R. C. WJLcox, Esq., Sec1·etary, HoNGKONG GENERAL CHAMBElt oY 

CoMMERCE. 

HoNGKONG, 8th J une, 1900. 

DEAR SIR,-We beg to ackno\vledge receipt of, and thank you for, 

your letter of yesterday's date re the navigation of the West River. 

We shall notify the captains of our steamers accordingly.-We are, 
&c., 

BANKER & Co. 

R. CHATTERTON WrLcox, Bs(h i:5ecret.ary, HoNGKONG CH.BI BBit Ol' Co�r
• 

MERCE. 

HorwKoNu, Oth June, lUOO. 
DEAR Sm,-vVe beg to acknowledge receipt of your letter of 7th 

instant with enclosures relatiug to the stoning by Natives of British 

steamers at Lak-lao. As this is a place on the Canton-Wuchow route we 
have passed on your letter to Mr. Arnold of the Hongkong, Canton, n.nu 
Ma.ca.o Steamboat Co., who has control of our steamers in the trade, and / 
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who will reply to you direct.-We are, &c., 

BU'l"l'ERFIELD & SWIRE. 

R. GHA1'TERTON WrLcox, Est}-, Secl"ctnry, HoNGKONG CHAMBER OF Col\1-

M K HCJ;. 

HoNGKONG, CANTO:>� & iVIACAO STEAliiB•)A'r CoMPANY, I,rMJTED, 

HoNGKONO, 13thJnne, 1900. 
DEAR Sm,-Your letter of the 7th instant and its enclosures have 

been pet·used by Captain Lossins of the Loong Kiang, th� only one of 
our steamers which passes Lak-lao. 

Captain Lossins emphatically denies ever having steamed through the 
narrow waters at full speed, and ever having been in collision with native 
boa.ts. He states that he only drives j ust fast enough to keep steerage 
way on his ship. Chinese launches, on the other hand, Ca1)tain f,ossins 
informs me, invariably steam through the narrow waters at full speed and 
are frequently having collisions.-! am, &c., 

THO : ARNOLD, Secretai'Y· 
H. CHA'J'TER'fON vVrr.cox, Esq., :Secretary, HONGKONG GENERAL CHAM

BER OF CoMMERCE. 

Proposed Monopoly for the Collection of Ashes. 

CoLONIAL SECRE'fARY's O:r'FICE, 

Ho.NGKONG, 5th M:ay, 1!)00. 

Sm,-I am directed to acquaint you for the information of the Cham

ber of Commerce that a tender has bP.en received by Government for the 
sole privilege of collecting ashes from Steam Vessels within the Harbour 
Limits. The ashes so collected would be shifted at specified places and 
the valueless refuse deposited on authorised spots on the foreshore. 

It is anticipated that if the collection of such ashes wet·e entrusted to 
a contractor the dumping into the Harbour of the considerable quantities 
of valueless ashes, which there is good reason to believe at present takes 
place, would be obviated. 
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From a Police point of vie\v it is expected that the change would also 
be an improvement, as evidence is not wanting that under existing con
ditions the collectOI'S of f\shes who prowl round the shipping spend much 
of their time in thieving. 

I enclose copy of the Regula.tions under which such a Monopoly would, 
if instituted, be enforced and regulated, and I am to add that the con
tractor would be required to give substantial security for the performancu 
of his contract and for the honesty of his employees. 

I am to request that the Chamber of Commerce will favour the Gov
ernment with their opinion upon the desirability or otherwise of creating 
such a Monopoly.-! have, &c., 

F. H. MAY, Acting Colonial Secretary. 
The Secretary, CHAMBEH OF CoM.MERCE. 

HoNUKO:'l"G GENERAL CHAMBER oF CoMMERCE, 

HoNOKoNo, 1 9th May, 1900. 

Sm,-I have the honour to acknowledge receipt of your letter of the 
5th instant (No. 800) informing this Chamber that a tender bad been 
received by the Government for the sole privilege of collecting ashes from 
steam vessels within the harbour limits, and requesting their opinion upon 
the desirability or otherwise of creating such a monopoly. 

2.-This question has bad the prompt consideration of the Committee, 
who, as the result of careful inquiry and deliberation, feel bound to reconl 
au opinion adverse to the proposal . 

3.-At first blush the project appears f1·ee from serious objection and 
calculated to obviate in some degree an admitted evil, namely, the dumping 
of ashes into the harbour, thereby causing the foreshore to silt np. The 
objections to the creation of a new monopoly to be worked by Chinese are, 
however, not far to seek, and greatly outweigh any benefits which might 
accrue therefrom. The Committee are opposed on general grounds to the 
principle of farms, but these are accentuated by the manner in which such 
privileges are worked by the Chinese. It is ouly necessary to refer to the 
working of the Conservancy contract to illustrate t.hc evils arising from 
these monopolies. This contract is sub-let to such a. degree that complaints 
are constant of the abuses arisi ng from the default of the contractors. 
There is no guarantee that these evil;; would not be repeated in the case of 
an Ashes contra.ct. 
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4.-There is a dat�ger that, either from want of visits or inability to 
see the signals, especially from steam launches, considerable delay in the 
movements 9f shipping might attend the establishment of an Ash Monopoly, 

or that steamers would be compelled to carry their ashes out to sea through 
inability to wait for the arrival of the ash boats. 

5.-While it is probable that petty theft prevails under existing con
ditions, it is mot·e than doubtful whether this might not be succeeded, on 
the event of a monopoly being granteu, by an organised system of bribery, 
and a greater evil he thus inaugurated. 

6.-The present system is of course far from perfect, but it has not 
given rise to any very serious complaint, and if the Police dP-sire to obtain 
better control over the ash-collecting boats, my Committee respectfully 

suggest this might .be done as readily by licensing the boats as by creating 
a privileged monopoly. 

7.- The greatly enhanced value of the ashes is causing a wholesome 
competition for the right to collect them, which ought to serve as a gua

rantee both against dumping and against misconduct by petty theft if the 

boats are licensed. 

8.-Apart from other objections to the proposal, the Committee 
e:nnestly deprecate the establishment of Chinese monopolies, on the 
ground that they invariably lead to a serious increase in abate-created 
crime, greatly augmenting the wm·k of the Police, and because, though 
perhaps indirectly, they constitute a burden on legitimate trade.-! have, 
&c., 

R. C HAT'l'ER'l'ON WILCOX, Secretary. 

Hon. AcTING CoLON IAL SEcRETARY. 

P.S.-The copy of the dt·aft Regulations u,ml conditions of the pro
posed Monopoly is returned herewith, as requested. 

Proposed Reduction in Cable Rates. 

'l'HE CHAMBER OF CoMMERCE oF BAN FRANCisco, 

SAN FRANCISco, 29th March, H lOO. 
DEaR SIR,-Referring again to the subject of cable rates to China, � 
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have the pleasure of stating that since ours of the 28th of December last, 
a reply was received from the Western Union Telegraph Company with 

correspondence with their London Branch ; copies of these documents I 

now enclose, · from which you will see that there is a good prospect of a 

reducLion, which was much needed, in the rates to the " Far East." 
Thanking you for having called our attention to this matter, I beg to 
remain.-Yours, &c., 

E. SC01'T, Secretary. 
R. CHATTERTON WILcox, E�q., Secretary, HoNGKONG GENERAl, CHAM

BER OF COJ.IU-TERCE, Hongkong, China. 

Western Union Telegraph Company, 
San Francisco, Cal., 14th March, 1900. 

Dear Sir,-I beg to �tdvise you that the resolution adopted by the 
Chamber of Commerce on December 12th, 1899, concerning rates on cable
grams bet\veen San Francisco and points in China, was by our represent
ative in London banded to the Eastern Telegraph Company, which is our 

connection for points in the Far East ; and I now have the pleasure of 
handing to you two letters received from him under the dates of February 
13th and 1 7th, forwarding replies from the Eastern Telegraph Company 
and the Eastern Extension Australasia and China Telegt•aph Company, in 
one of which it is stated that the Eastern Extension Company in conjunc
tion with the Eastern Telegraph Company, had already submitted to Her 
British Majesty's Government, proposals for a general reduction of tariffs, 
before the memorial of the San Fmncisco Chamber of Commerce was 
received. 

While this is a matter in which we have no voice, I am advised that 
our representative in London will urge attention to it-, and we shall be glad 
if we can be instrumental in bringing about the desired reduction in the 
tariffs charged heyond London.-Yours, &c., 

}' RANK JANEs, Superintendent. 

E. Scott, Esq., Secretary, Chamber of Commerce, San Francisco. 

Western Union Telegraph Company, 

252, Gresham House, Old Broad Street, 
London, 13th Februnry, 1900. 

Dear Sir,-! beg to acknowledge the receipt of your letter of the 
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29th ultimo, enclosing minute of a Resolution passed by the Chamber of 

Commerce of San Francisco, on the subject of telegraph rates between that 

City and China, and to inform you thn.t in compliance with ,vour instruc

tions we have sent the minute to the Eastern Company with a copy of 

your above mentioned letter. 

I now beg to hand you original letter from the Eastern Company 

acknowledging receipt of both documents, and I remain, &c., 

G. VON CHAUVIN. 

Thos. F. Clark, Esq., Vice-President, Western Union Telegraph Company, 

New York City, U. S. A. 

The Eastern Telegraph Company, Limited, 

London, 9th Fehrnary, 1900. 

Dear Sit·,-I am instructed to acknowledge rec{\ipt with thanks of 

your letter of the 8th instant forwarding to the Managing Director of this 

Company copy of a letter which you have received from the He:\d Office of 

the ·western Union Telegraph Company in New York and a Minute of a 

Resolution t�dopted at a meeting of the Board of Trustees of the Chamber 

of Commerce of San Francisco, dated 12th December.-Yours, &c., 

----, Secretary. 

G .  von Chanvin, Esq., Western Union Telegmph Company, Gresham 

House, Old Broad Street., E.C. 

Western Union Telegraph Company, 

252, Gresham House, Old BroaJ Street, 

London, 1 ith February, 1900. 

Dear Sir,-With fnrther reference to your letter of the 29th ultimo, 

I now beg to hand you original letter from the Eastem Extension Austra

lasia. and China Telegraph Ce>mpa.ny, Limiteu, stating that t.he minute of 

the Resolution passed by the San Fra.ncisco Chaml1er of Commerce on the 

subject of rates to China was submitted to its Board of Directors on t.he 

14th instant. 

The Company further states, for the information of the San Francisco 

Chamber of Commerce, that in conjunction with the Eastern Telegraph 
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Company it had already submitted to Het• Majesty's Government proposals 
for a general reduction of tariffs.-! remain, &c., 

G. VON CHAU\'IN. 

Thos. F. Clark, . Esq., Vice-President, The Western Union Telegraph 

Company, 195, Broadway, New York C ity, U. �- A. 

The Eastern Extension, Australasia, and China Telei!;ra.ph 

Compa.ny, Limited, 

London, 14th February, 1900. 

Dear Sir,-Your letter of the 8th instant, addressed to Mr. J. Deni

son_ Pender, enclosing copy of a lettE>r from the Head Office of your Com

pany with Resolution of the San Francisco Chamber of Commerce on the 
subject of the telegmph charges between that City and China was duly 

received and submitted to the Board of Directors of this Company a t  its 
Meeting to-day. 

In reply I am directed to inform you for the information of the San 
Francisco Oh!twber of Commerce, that this Company, in conjunction with 
the Eastern Telegraph Company, had already submitted to Her Majesty's 
Government proposals for a general reduction of tariffs.-� Yours, &c., 

H. HEss•:, l\'lannger. 

G . . \'on Chanvin, E�q., The 'Vestern Fniou Telegraph Company. 

No. 1362. 

-.7 
The Canadian Preferential Tariff. 

Cor.oNIAL SECRI<:TAitY's OFFicE, 
HoN(;KoNn, 2Gth ,Jnly, 1 900. 

Sm,-With reference to the Colonial Secretary 's letter Nu. 1 69 of the 
30th of January, I am directed to tmnsmit to you for the information of 
the Chamber of Commerce the enclose•] copy of a despatch from the Secretary 
of State fot· t.he Oe>lonies together with copy of Section 10 of the memo-

randum therein referred to.- I have, &c., 

F. I-I. :MAY, Acting Colonial Secretary. 

The Seereta.ry to the CHAMBM: OF Co)tMEIWE. 
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Downing Street, 

15th June, 1900. 

Sir,-Iu reply to your despatch No. 3'7 of the 2nd of February last, I 
have the honour to transmit to you for your information an extract from a 
Report of the Committee of the Privy Council of Cann.da, together with 
a Memorandum of the Preferential Tariff Regulations. 

2. I desire t.o call your special attention to Section 10 of the Memo
randum, which seems to meet the chief point raised in the Memorial of 
the Hongkong Chamber of Commerce, enclosed in your despatch under 

acknowledgment.-! have, &c., 

Governor Sir Henry A. Blake, G.c.�.G., 

4-c ., ,)·c., �·c. 

Extmct. 

J. CHAMBERLAIN. 

" No goods shall be deemed to be imported as direct from any particular 
place or country unless they shall have been there laden on board the vessel 
importing them into Canada:  provided, however, that goods bona fide ex
ported to Ca.nada from any country but passing in transitu through another 
country may be deemed to be imported direct from such first mentioned 
country, if the goods lw.ve been consigned to the importer in Canada for 
through transportation from such first mentioned country and provided 
that the goods shall not be permitted to remain in such intermediate 
country for any purpose (other than for their transit)." 

HoNGKONG GENERAL CHAMBER oF CoMMERCE, 

HoNoKo:•w, 1 1th Aug·ust, 1900. 

Sm,-I beg leave to acknowledge receipt of your letter of the 28th 
ultimo (No. 1362) adverting to previous correspondence on the subject of 
the Canadian Preferential Tariff, and enclosing copy of a despatch from 
the Secretary of State for the Colonies, together with copy of Section 10 

of the mt>morandum therein referred to. 
While thanking the Right Honomable the Secretary of State for the 

informatiol\ thus conveyed, my Committee do not see that it brings this 
Colony much nearer to the desired privilege, and they therefore now beg 
that. His Excellency the Governor will forward their request that Hong·· 
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koug be placed upon the list of Colonies entitled to share in the benefits 
of the Pt·efeiential 'l'a.riff levied by the Dominion Government 011 aoods " 
ma.nu-fa.ctut·ed from local products.-! have, &c., 

R. C H ATTE�I'O .lv 'vJr.COX, ' n n • - Secretary. 
Honourable AcTING CoLONIAL i:liWRE'l'ARY. 

No. 1395. 

Hong·kong Harbour Lights. 
CoLoNIAL SECRI"''AUY's OF:ncE, 

Ho:\'GKONG, I st August, 1900. 

Sm,-I am directed to inform you that this Government ha.s had 
undet· its consideration the question of the a.dvisa.bility of transferriug the 
C1\pe D'Aguilar Light to Green Island; !tnd the Light at present on Green 
Island to Cape Collinson, with the view of improving the Green Island 
and Cape Colli11son Lights and thereby rendering the approaches to the 
harbour safer for shipping. The transfer of the D' Aguilar Light is 
estimated to cost $5,600; and acc01·ding to a rough estimate by the Director 
of Public Works the transfer of the Green Island Light might cost about 
$7,000. 

The Government \Vill be glad to receive the opinion of the Chamber 
upon the proposed transfers, and as to whether the considerable expendi
ture involved in the scheme would be justified by the advantages gained. 
-I have, &c., 

.F. H. MAY, Acting Colonial Secretary. 

The Secretary to the CHA�BER OF CoMMI!:RCE. 

HoNGKONG, 7th August, 1900. 

DEAR SIR,-In reply to your letter o£ 3rd instant regardiu"' the 
D' Aguilar, Green Island and Cape Collinson Ughts, we are of opinio� that 
tho change proposed by the Government would be a good one antl wo1·th 
the expense involved. 

We should also like to suggest, for the considemtion of the Govern�ent, that the Fog Signal at Waglan should be a gun fired at regular 
mtervals, say every minute, instead o£, as at present, a gun fired only on a 



[ 06 ] 
steamer's whistle being hen.rd.-·we are, &c., 

BUTTEHFIELD & S\YIRE. 

R. CnATTEUTON WILCOX, Esq., Secretary, HONGKO�W GENEltAJ. CauiBER 
OF CO)DI ERCE, Present. 

HO.\'G KO!\G GE.\'Jo:IUL CnA:UBEJt OF Colni:&RCE, 

HoNGKO.\'H, lOth Augu�t, 1900. 

Sm,-I have the honour to acknowledge receipt of your letter of the 

1st instant (No. 1395) announcing t.hat the Government has ha,{l u nde1· its 

cousidcrat.ion tbe question of the advisability of transferring the Cape 

D'Aguilar light to Green Island and the light at present on Green Island 

to Cape Collinson with a view to improving both lights and rendering the 

approaches to the harbour safer for shipping, and asking the opinion of 

this Chamber upon the proposed transfers, as to whether the expenditure 

involved would be j ustified by the adva.ntages to be gained. 

. The Committee have carefully consiilered the question after obtaining 

the opinion of experts, a.ncl they are quite satisfied that the advantages to 

be secured would greatly outweigh the cost. They are further of opinion 

that this outlay might be judiciously increased in making provision for the 

substitution of revolving or flash-lights on Green Island and Cape Collin

I!On, since the present fixed lighLs are not always distinguishable from the 

lights on junks, especia.lly iu thick \veather, always p1·ovided that the cost 

for the same is not excessive. 

It has also been suggested to the Committee that, as an aid to ship

J.liug eutering from the eastward, the fog signal at Wa.glan should be fired 

n.t regular intervals, say every minute, instead of, as at present, only on a 

steamer's whistle being heat·d.-I have, &c., 

R. CIIATTERTON W I LCOX, Secretary. 

Ilou. F. H .  :\lAY, C.�LG., Actiug Colonial Secretary. 

L 
Proposed Amendment of the Bankruptcy Ordinance. 

HoNGIWN<• G I�NEHAL CnAMBEJ� OF CoMMERCE, 

HoN<:rKONG, 31st October, 1900. 

SIR, -Recent proceedings in the Bankruptcy Court, and more espe_-
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cially a j udgment delivarecl on the 9th July last by His Honour Chief 

Justice Sir John Carrington in the case Kung Hing Shing Kce ex parte 

Albert Ah Wee, iu which it was htid down that, according to the provi
sions of-the Bankruptcy Ordinance of 189 1 ,  Chinese traders or others non

resident in the Colony, although carrying on business therein under <t 

firm's name eithet· by themselves or in co-partnership with others, are 
beyond the reach of that enactment, have made it apparent that the law 

as it stands does not afford that protection t,o creditors which was intended 
when it was framed. I am therefore instructed to request you to be good 

enough to bring the question to the attention of His Excellency the Governor 

with a view to �>ecnre amendment of the Ordinance referred to. 

2.-The result of the case above quoted has convinced all those engaged 

in commerce in this Colony that it is practically useless for a creditor to 

institute bankruptcy proceedings against a Chinese firm, since, if it should 

subsequently appear that any one member of that firm is domiciled in 

China, and has not ordinarily resided i n  Hongkong within a year of the 

presentation of the bankruptcy petiLiou, such proceedings could be annulled. 

The Chinese custom of carrying on business under some fancy name, and 

of the firm consisting of a large nu m her of partners, many of whom way 

be resident in China, and placing the conduct of the concern in the hands 

of a manager or of a partner possessing only a small pecuniary interest 

therein, is well known, and the evils arising from such custom have long 

been felt n.nd acknowledged alike by B1·itish and fot·eign merchants and by 

the Chinese themselves. 

3.-The Committee, in asking the Government to amend the Bank

ruptcy 01·dinance of 1891, do so in the full assurance that they reflec� the 

views and give expression to the wishes of the entire mercantile community, 

the legal profession, and the Judges administeriug the law. In order to 

facilitate the end in view, and to indicate the direction they think such 

amendment should take, the Committee beg respectfully to submit the 

dmft of a short amending Bill (enclosed) for the consideration of the 

Goverument. 

4. -In forwarding this draft Bill, which the Committee believe will 

have a most salutary effect in helping to reduce the n u mber of fraudulent 
bankruptcies, they are not so optimistic as to expect that it will act as a 

complete check on all fraud of the kind. 'l'v secure this it will be necessary 
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the e�tablish a system for the compulsory registration of the individual 

members of Chinese firms or hongs trading in this Colony. 

5.-This is no new question, nor is it a novel panacea for commercial 

ills. The advisability of the creation of such a system was considered so 
far back as 18'74, when a Bill entitled the Vi()toria Registration Ordinance 
was drafted for the purpose, but did not become la.w. 'rhe question was 
again urged upon the then Government in 18'7'7 by this Chamber, but with
out effect, the reply retumed, on the 28th August, 18'78, stating that it 
would be " very inexpedient to carry out such registration " ; no reason for 
the alleged ioexpedience, however, being offered. Again, in April, 1891, 
when considering the draft of the present Bankruptcy Amendment Or
dinance, the Committee of the Chamber of Commerce expressed a strong 
opinion that, to render the measure more completely applicable to local 
requirements, it should be preceded or supplemented by a. Bill for the com
pulsory registration of the partners in Chinese firm!!, and added that . 
without such registration as an adjunct the proposed new Bankruptcy 
Ordinance would lose much in usefulness. How thoroughly this prevision 
has been fulfilled, the records of the Supreme Court can readily de
monstrate. 

6.-No real hardship would be entailed on the Chinese by the passage 
of such a measure. European and American houses trading here or in the 
Treaty Ports of China voluntarily announce to the public, by means of 
circula1·s and by advertisements in the newspapers, the names of the 
individual partners in their firms, and of all changes in such partnerships, 
at considerable expense, and certain Chinese firms have voluntarily followed 
the oxample. It is not too much to ask, if the mass of the Chinese are averse 
to such methods, that they should register their partnerships wHh the 
Registrar-General. As a proof that the Chinese themselves are not likely 
to entel'tain any objection to such a system, I would remind the Govern

ment that in 1882 a petition very numerously signed by Chinese traders 
'vas presented to the Registrar-General praying that hongs or shops be 
required " to register and to appoint a fixed date within which all shops are 
to send i n  without delay the real names and surnames of their masters." 
This was really only a proposal to put into practice here a custom of trade 
observed among themselves in China, and as a means of identification and 

a precautionary measure against fraud could not excite hostility among 

reasonable persons. 
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7.-The creation of such a system would of course entail some trouble, 
and it would probabl.v necessitate the employment of one or two additional 
clerks. If might also require the dissociation of the two offices of Colonia.l 
Secretary and Registrar-General ; but as this is very desirable for other 
reasons-the work of the former having greatly increased within the last 
three years-the Committee trust that such a considera.tion would not be 
allowed to weigh in a matter of so much importance to the trade of the 
Colony. 

8.-'Prusting that His Excellency the Governor will agree with the 
Committee that the time has arrived when an earnest attempt should be 
made to grapple with a question so seriously affecting the co.nduct of 
business and the administration of justice in the Colony-in proof whereof 
I need only cite the fact that four recent bankruptcy cases heard in the 
Supreme Court could have been settled in fewer hours than they took days 
to hea.r,-I have, &c., 

R. C H A.TTERTON WILCOX, Secretary. 

Hon. COLONIAL SEcrmTARY. 

A B I L L  
ENTITLED 

An Ordinance to amend the Bankruptcy Ordinance, 1891. 
Be it enacted by the Governor of Hongkong, with the 

advice and consent of the Legislative Council thereof, as 
follows :-

1. This Ordinance may be cited as the Bankruptcy Ord- Short Title. 
inance 1891 Amendment Ordinance, 1 900. 

2. The following provisions shall have effect i n  the case of 
a firm carrying on business in the Colony, whether such firm 
consists of two or more persons being partners or of any person 
carrying on business under a partnership name, that is to say,-

(1) A creditor of the firm shall be entitled to present a 
bankruptcy petition against the fhm and a receiving 
order may be made against the firm in respect of an 
act of bankruptcy committed in reference to the busi
ness of the firm by any partner of the firm, or hy the 
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person carrying on business as aforesaid, or by any 
person having the control or management of the busi
ness of the firm ; 

(2) It shall be sufficient that a receiving order against the 
firm be made in the firm's name, without mentioning 
the names of the partners, and such receiving order 
shall affect the joint and separate property of all the 
partners, !md the like provisions shall apply in respect 
of an adjuJication of bankruptcy ; and 

(3) The jurisdiction of the Supreme Court to make a 
receiving order or an adjudication of bankruptcy 
n,aaiust the firm shall not be affected by the fact, if it , 
be so, that all or any of the partners of th� firm Ol' the 
person carrying on business as aforesaid are or is not 
British subjects or a British subject or are or is not 
domiciled in the Colony. 

3. Section 6 (1) (d) of the Bankruptcy Ordinance, 1891, is 
hereby repealed and t.he following enactment is substituted 
instead thereof :--

(d) The debtor is domiciled in the Colony or, within a year 
before the date of the presentation of the petition, has 
ordinarily resided or had a dwelling-house or place 
of business in the Colony. 

4. Except so far as they are altered by this Ordinance, the 
provisions of the Bankruptcy Ordinance, 1891, shall apply to 
proceedings in Ba,nkruptcy against firms. 

CoLONT.\L S r.ciU:TAHY's 0FI•'JCE, 

IloNGKONU, 9th �ovember, 1900. 

Sm,--I am directed to acknowledge t.he Ieceipt of your letter of tl1e 

31st October, and to inform you thn.t the subjects with which it deals are 

en"'<t"ill" the n.ttention of the Government.-! have, &c., :? Oj 0 
J. H. STEW ART LOCKHAHT, Colonial Secretary. 

The Secretary, CHAmmR O l•' Co�li\IERC�:. 
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1-loNGIWNH GENERAL CnA�InF.R OF Co.IIMERCE, 

HoNGRONG, 27th DeccmLer, 1900. 

DEAR Sm,-As the question of the registmtion of partners in Chinese 
hongs or fii·ms is now under consideration by the Government of t.bis Colony, 
at the request of the Chamber, will you oblige the Committee !,y forwanl· 
ing for examination a copy of a Bill which it was proposecl �ome few years 
ago to intt·oduce i n  the Stl'lt.its Settlements, but which, for some reason un
known t.o me, was not passed into law. 

The Committee will also he glad to learn from you what were the reasons 
which led to the withdrawal of what certainly seemed to he a most useful 
measure.--1 am, &c., 

R. CHATTERTON WILCOX, Secretary. 

To ALEX . •  J. Uuxx, Esq., Secretary, SING.\PORE CHA)lBER OF Co)D!ERCE, 

CHAMBER OF Co�D!ERCE, 

SINGAPORE, iith ,J nu nary, 1901 . 

DEAR Sm,-1 have to acknowledge the receipt of yonr letter of 27th 
ultimo asking for copy of Bill introtlncetl here some few yearR ago for 
regist.rat.ion of partnerships in Chinese firms. ' . 2. All thi� Chamber',; correspondence on the question 1;; given 111 
Annual Reports for 1 892, 1 891l, 1 894 (see copy of Rill at pa.g-e 1 8a), lH9.'5 
nnd 1896 (the reprint. referred to at. pttge ';'.) is of the c:orre�pondeuce for 
1 892,'5). 

3. I send yon a copy of Sub-Committee's Report 1 89-1, as it is not 
printecl in the Reports ; to these I wo11hl refer you for fnrther information. 

If nny of them are awant.ing plca'e let me know and I will if possible 
�end you eopies.-·Yonn;, &!'., 

ALEX . •  T GUNX, Secretary. 

f<. CnA'I'n�H:roN \Vo.cox, Esq., Secretn.ry, HoNGIHl:-<G GENERAl. Cn.ur
BF.R OF CO)D!El{C'E, Hong-kong. 

Report of the Committee appointed hy the Cbarnhcr of Commeree to 
examine and report upon the Draft of Bill for the Reg'h<tmtion of 
Partnerships and Firms. 

Herewith we hnnd tl)(' dmft Or(linnncr for the Rrgi�tration of 
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Partnerships allll Fi rms us ament.led by us, and we beg to draw n.ttention to 

our having, throughout the Ordinance, made the alterations necessary to 

bring M11lacca within the scope of the Act. We think the inclusion of 

Malacca i� necessary as mmty Chinese firms in Si ngapore have branches or 

agenci es at that port. 

In c l:tusc 2, after the words " any name " on the 5th line of the original 

tlraft we suggeHt the athlition of the words " style or chop ". 

Cl:tu�e a.-We suggest the words beginning in the 4th line " upon any 

premises which are assessed by the �\1 nnicipal Comrnissionet·� on an annual 

ntlne of six hmH.!ret.l dol lars ot· npwart.ls " he omitted. 

We are of opin ion that the wonls we recommend to he struck out 

woultl, if al lowed to r;tand, render the Act almost worthle�s, for the reason 

thnt ren t� paid by Chinese firm;; generally! and the class of houses occupiell 

arc no ind!cntions whate\·er of the magnitude of the business cnrricd on hy 

them. As a matter of fact a greM n u mber of Chinese firm11 enjoying large 

credit occupy houses nt mnch lower rentals. 

Clause ·1 Section ( I )  ::in b - �ecrion ( c).-lnstcad of the words " and 

agenric� llf the ihm in the Colony " at the end of this snb-section, we 

sng-gc�t the insertion of the won!;; " w  !tether cmTie<l on nmlPr that tlesigna· 

t ion or :ts agencie� ". 

Hcction C2).-At t he end of th is section we propm;e the addition of 
" all such registrations shall lJe tlnly 11otificd in the Oot·emmmt Gazette." 

We are of opiu ion that the nsefnl ne�<ii of the Act  will he grcat.ly incrensc•l if  

this suggestion is carried out. 
Claus e 8, Section ( 1 ).-At the end of this section also we propose the 

nddition " and at.l verti�e the snme in the Got·emment Uazette." 

In referenec to the proposed pnblicn.tion in the Govemment Gazette of 

registrations under this Act and all  alternt ions subsequently 1on.de in registered 
partnerships, we think that there would be a eouseqneut lnrge increase in 

the demand for the (;azefte, augmenting the revenve derived therefrom. 

Cl:tuse 9, Section (2).-W e  suggest there be added " or to any liabi l ity 

incurred by tt person who trading in co-partnP,r!�hip with any other person 

or persons hns held out or represented to the creditor that he is trn.t.ling alone 

and not in co-partnership with any other person or persons." 

We think this :uldition would he useful in det;cting an(l preventing 

frn1ul. 
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We have so far de{tlt with such particu lar sections of the Act ns we 
considered required altering aull amending. YVc have careful ly considered 
all the other clauses in the Govemment draft measure, �tud consider them 
acceptable without n.!tcru.tion. 

As regtmb the fees lev iable unJer the Onlinancc we would urge upuu 
the Government, that they he m.tde on :� scale not larger tlmn enough to 
cO\·er the cost of efficien tly work i ng the Act. In no ease shouhl the 
Govemmeut seek to thereby tax the Commercia<! Community for revenue 
purposes. W c have ml vocat.etl that :l.!l regi�tmtious he July publbhcd in 
the Govcrnme1tt Gazette, and we ma.y ::uld that if an arrangement t.::tn he 
come to whereby a supplcmcut of the Gazette can be publ isholl quarterly, 
containing a.ll registrations and change:; made tlnring tile quarter, we bel ie 1• 0 
there woult.l be a tlemnnd by the Mercantile Community for these issues. 

In conclusion, we would state tlmt we llavo fonllll les::; ltltemtiou 
necessu.ry in the Govemmeut t.lra.ft measure than was expected from a 
cursory perusal of the �ame, aud we :ue strougly of opinion that the Aet as 
now amendet.l wouhl pro ve a workable one, anti i>e of great benefit to the 
Mercnutile Community. 

Siugn.porc, 5th April , 1894.. 

G. s. �fURHAY. 

JNo. F. CRAIG. 

W. H. FRIZELL. 

.]. M. ALLlNSON. 

H. KATZ. 

:tllll several other�. 

CoLoxtAL ::;Eettt:TAitY's OFFICE, 
HoNGKONG, 18th January, J 9Q 1 .  

l-i r n,-With reference to your letter o f  the 31st Oct.ober las t, 1 mn 
directed to inform you tLu.t His E xce!lency the Govemor has determined to 
appoint a Committee to consider the ad vi sauility of introducing a Bit! for 
the Hegi�tratiou of Partners in Chinese .Firms, and 1 am to requccit that the 
Chamber of Commerce wi ll kiut.lly select one of its Member;:� to sen·e on thi:; 
Committee.-! have, &c., 

J. H. STEW AHT LOCKHAH.T, C'olouial .<;ecrctary. 
The �ecretary to the CHA�rB&R OJ,' CoM�IERCE. 
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HONGKONG GENERAL CHAM RER 01•' C Ol\L\IERCl, , 

HoNGKONG, 1st February, 1901. 

DEAR H t H,-1 have to acknowledge receipt of your letter of the 5th 

ult imo, replying tD my inrptirics in c01mectiou with the �iugapore Bill for 

the Hegistrat ion of Partnersh ips iu Chinese Firms, and enclo�;i ng copy of 

the report of the ::inb-Committee of your Chamber appointed in 1894 to 

examine aml report upon the draft of that Bi 11. 

The information forwunlcd will materially assist this Chamber and he 
of great use to the Committee about to be appointed by His Excellency 

Govamor Sir Heury Blake to consider the advisability of introduciug n Bill 

for the Registration of Partners in Chinese Firms in this Colony, nnd, on 

belmlf of my Committee, I beg to thank you for the trouble you bnvc taken 

in the matter.-! am, &c., 

R. C H ATTERTON WILCOX, Secreto.ry. 

ALEX. J. GusN, Esq., :;ecretary, t'INGAPuRE CHAliBER 0],' Co:miERCE. 

HoNGKO:-<G GENERAl. CHAMBER OF Co::-.nn:RCE, 

HoNGKONG, 6lh February , 1901 . 

Sm,-Iu reply to yom letter (No. 1 33) of the l 8 t.b ultimo, announcing 

tlmt His Excellency tlle Governor proposed to appoint a Committee to con

si<ler the advi :mhility of introducing a ilill for the registration of partners in 

Chinl)se J<'irmR, and inviting the Chamber to nominate one of its Member� 

to �ene thercon, I am Lli rectetl to submit t.he name of �fr. Robert Shewan to 

His Excellency. 

I have to apologise for the deltLy in replying to this letter, which was 

c:�used by the lamented death of the late (,J_ueen di vertiug attention for the 

t.ime from other ruat tcrs.-1 have, &c., 

R. C HATTERTO.N WILCOX, �ecretary. 

llon. J .  ll. Sn: WART LoCKllART, c.)LG., Colonial Secretary. 

:i\o. 30t). CoLONIAL SEcnETARY's On'ICE, 

HoNGKONG, 9th February, 1 9 0 1 .  

Sm,-In reply t o  your letter o f  the 6th instant, I a m  directed to inform 

you that His E xcellency the Governor has been pleased to appoint Mr. 

Sbewau to be member of the Committee which is to consider the advisability 
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of introducing a Bill for the Hegistra.tion of PartneJ'S in Chinese Firms.-1 
have, &c., 

J.  H. STEW ART LOCKHART, Colouial i;ecretm·y. 

The ::jEcitl!:'l'Attr, CHAM UF.R OF CmtMERCE. 

The Eastern Mail Subsidy. 

CoLONIAl. SECRETARY'S o�'FICE, 

HoNGKONG, 30th August, 1900. 

SIR,-With reference to your letter of the 5th June, 1897, regarding the 
question of the Colonial contribution to the subsidy for the Eastern Mail 
Service, I am d irected to transmit for the information of the Chamber the 
enclosed copy of correspondence between the Colonial Office and the 
Treo.sury, and a copy of an award which was given by the Earl of Morley 
as Arbitrator upon the questions which arose ns to the proportion of the cost 
of the Service to be borne by the Govf;lrnment of lndiu. 

2. I am to request you to be good enough to Jay these papers before the 
Clmmber at au early date in order that they may, if they desire, supplement 
the remarks m:ule in your letter above mentioued.-1 have, &c., 

F. H. MAY, Acting Colonial �ccrctary. 

The Secrctnry, CHA:I! Lli::H o r  CoM�n:acE. 

Downing Street, 

19th December, 1898. 

Sir,-1 am direcl.ed by Mr. �tlcrelary Chamberlain to acknowledge tho 
receipt of your letter Ko. 16834{98 of the 18th ultimo, respecting the appor
tionment of the cost of the Eastern :Mail Service, and to request that you 
will move the Lords Commissioners of the Treasmy to cause this Depart
ment to he furn ished with the accounts which, a� stated in paragraph 2 of 
your letter, the Postmaster-General has been requested to fmnisb, us soou as 
�hey are ready.-! am, &c., 

c. P. LUCAS. 
The Secretary to The Treasury. 
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Treasury Cluunbers, 

1 8th J uno, 1900. 

�ir,-ln reply to �1r. Lucas's letter of the 3nl April last, respecting 

the contributions to he made by Ceylon, the Straits Settlements, anLl Hong

kono- towards the cost of the Eastern .Niail Service, I am directed by the 0 . 
Lords Commis:sioners of Her Majesty':; Treasury to say for the iufo1·mation 

of l\Ir. Secretary Chamberlaiu that they are only now in a position to give 

an nuswer to his request for the accounts promised in the letter from this DE>ptut

ment of the l tlth November, 1898. The delay wh icll has occurred ha� been 

due to the settlement of questions raised by the India Office ns to the proper 

interpretation to be placed upon various passage� of Lord .Morlcy's award, 

und it has Leen necessary to refer some points again to his Lordship. 

Lord Morley hall uow given his decision upon the points submitted t8 

him, und hi:> decision ha,; been accepted Ly the Secretary of Stn,te for India 

in Council. 

Amongst other thiugs it has been decided that the Mails of the year 

1901, the roiddle year of the coutract, should be taken as the basis upon 
which the cost and earnings of the service should be apportioned between 

thi3 country and India, and My Lords propose, if the Secretary of Stnte 

should sec uo objeetion, to adopt the same course a8 regards the contributions 

of Ceylou, the Straits Settlements, and Hongkong. If thi s  course be follow· 

ed the accounts cannot he furnished till after the figureo of 1901 have been 

takcu, and )..ly Lord$ propose that in the meantime tile contrihntions now 

made hy these Colonies should be regarded a:; provisional aml subject to ad

jnstmeut i n  acconlnnce with the re:mlts shown by the account to be taken 

next year. 

The account will, 11y Lords anticipate, sllow that the contribution::; now 

paid by the Colonic:> are cousidernLly less than the amounts properly due 

from them under the aw:ml, ami will require to be increased accordingly.

I am, &c., 

E. w. HAMILTON. 
The U nder Secretary of �tate, Colonial Office. 

Downing Street, 
13th July, 1900. 

Sir,-! am directcd;by Mr. SccreLary Chamberlain to acknowleuge �be 
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receipt of your letter 9i32fl900 of 1 8th ultimo relative to the basis upon 

which the cost and earnings of the Eastern Mail Service should be appor

tioned so far as the Colonies of Ccylon, the Straits Settlements, nnd Hong

kong are concerned. 

2. I am to request yon to inform the Lords Commissioner;; of Her 

Majesty':; Treasury that their letter will be referred to the Go,•ernments of 

t,he three Eastem Colonies fOJ� consitlenttion, and I am to Rtate that with the 

information at present before him, Mr. Chamberlain i8 un ab le to express nny 

opinion as to acceptance of Lord Morley's award as a basis for the calcula

tion of the future contribntiou of these Colonies or as to the proposals i n  the 

penultimate paragraph of yom letter: 
3. I am at the same time to enclose copy of a further despatch from the 

Officer Administering the Government of the StJ:aits Rettlemcuts on the 

snbject a.nd t.o enquire wha.t answer their Lor<lf'hipQ woul•l wish to he retnm

ed to it.-I am, &c., 

The Sccret:uy to The Treasury. 
c. P. LUCAB. 

3 1 ,  Prince's Gardens, 8.\Y., 

November 8th, 1 R98. 

My Lordl',--In nccOl'llnnce with the rertnest cont.ninerl in your LOJ·r1-

ship's letter of ,Jnly 20th, I have enqnirctl into the question� at is;;ne between 

the Postmaster-General and the Secretary of State for India as to the pro

portion of the Eastern Mail Serdce to be charged to the Government of 

India. 

2. The case of the Post Office and the case of the lmlil\11 Government, 
which were forwarded to me on July 27t.h, are annexed to this award. 

3. I ha\•e had several interviews with Mr. ,J. J. Card in, C. B., representing 
the Post Office, nnd Mr. H. H. Kisch, the Postmaster-Geneml of Bengal, 
who have argued f.he cases of thei r respective Governments before me. 

4. Since Lord Halifax's nwanl in 1876 circurnst.auces h:we considembly 

changed, and on the occasion of each snbseqnent contract the Indian Gov
t>rnment has raised question<> of importance whieb have never been definitely 
settled. During the two contracts from 1880 to the present time the Inuian 
eontribut.ion to the Mail Service bus been fixed by a series of compromises, 
the tl�>tails of whi<'h nre given in tbe two caRes. I t  was therefor� necesRary 
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for me to go very fully into the principles which have regulated the appor

tionment of the cost of the service between the two countries. 

;). On the conclusion of a new contrnct with the Peninsular and Oriental 

Company for the conveyance of the Eastern Mails ami Australian Mails for 

se\'en years fl'Om February 1 st, 1 898, the Post Office ma<le the following 

proposals : -

(a). That of the total subsidy of £330,000, £%,000 should be reganled 

as applicable to the Anstmlian service, leadng £245,000 to he taken as the 

eost of the lntlian and Eastern Serviee. 

(b). That each country r<houlJ retn,in its own collection of postage, as 
they have done since 1891. 

(c). That the cost of each of the seven sections into which the Mail 

route is divitled, shonltl he ascertaineJ by diviuing the subsidy in proportion 

to the annual mileage of each section. That one half the cost of the Section 

shouhl be charged to the United King<lom, the other half should be paid by 

India and the various Colonies interestetl in proportion to the number of 

letters sent and received by them .  The Unitetl Kingdom paying for any 

letters which it exchanges with other countries. 

That the inddentnl expenses shouhl he divide<! in the same proport-ions 

as the cost of the service, and that the amounts received for sea-postage on 

foreign mails should be tli videJ between the contributing countries i n  the 

proportion which eacd1 hears of the cost of tll(� service. In its m:tin principles, 

this is the mode in which the apportionment has been hitherto adjusted. 

(1. The Indian Government objects to these proposals on the fol lowing 

grounds :-

(a). That t.he amount (£H5,000) appropriated to the Australian service 

is too small. 

(b). Thnt India shonlll not he charged with any portion of the logs 

:teeming on the sections between Colombo nntl Shanghai. 

(c). That, if each administrntion retains its po:>tal collection, the share 

of the suhsi,ly charged to Indin, is ton large having !·eganl to the fact that. 

the Mails from Englantl to lmlia are far he:wier than the Mails from India 

to England. 

The tl iscrepnncy between the homeward and ont.wru·tl nmils or traffic in 

letters is not very great, but England sen•1s to India nhont six times ns m:wy 

New�paper�, Circular:;, &c., as she receive�. 
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The following figures for the year 1896-i were given to me :-

From the United Kingdom. From India and Aden. 
Letters and Postcards lbs. 96,000 lbs. 83,800 

Newspapers, Circulars, &c. 1,561,200 259,400 
The result, it is nrgned, is that the Unit.ed Kingdom makes more use of 

the service than India, and also that the United Kingdom has the advantage 

of the larger collection of postage, whereas India has to bear the expense of 

distributing the heavier Mails. 

7. To meet this case, the Indian Government suggests that a new prin
ciple should he adopted, viz. :-that the Postal Union rules should be t�pplied 

to the �ea-transit, as if it were provided by a foreign Government, ant! that 
Postal Union mte:> should he charged on all Mails to the sending country. 

As au alteruative scheme it is stated in the Indian Case (Page xiii) that 

" India would be prepared to return to the arrangement for the pooling of 

postage and sea-postage which was in force from 1857 to 1 89 1 ." 

8. The Post Office on the other hand states that, if the principles of 
Lord Halifax's settlement are re-opened, there are various claims which eau 

be equitably raised against India which have not been thus far pressetl, e.g.
( a). The cost of extra speed on the Bombay line. 

(b). The co�t of sea-sorting (£7,ii00) which, it is alleged, was establish� 

cd at the instance and for the benefit of India. 

9. After a cnrefnl conoitleration of the two cases, aml of the arguments 

nsml in support of them, 1 have arrived at the following conclusions :-

(a). That, ns regards the Australian service, the arrangement proposed 
hy t,he Post Office should be adopted d uring the eontinmmce of the con
tract and that £tl5,000 should be appropriated to that :-;ervico. When the 
present contract expires, it appears to me tbllt it wonld be desirable to enter 

into separate contract� for the two services. 

(b). That,- as regards the sections between Colombo and Shanghai, 
India should not continue to be made liable for any loss which may be in
c1ured on these sections, but that she should pay transit rates for any nse 
�:�he mo.y make of this portion of the ,\lail route. The receipts from such 
t.ransit rates being credited to t,he sections. 

(e) . That the postage coliected in the two countries, and the receipts 
from other administrations for lan<l au<l sea transit on Mails sent over the 
line should be pooled, and the balance of the united collections, after deduct-
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ing tbe cost of continenlal transit and rates pn.id to other countries, should 

he eqnnlly di vided. 

(d). Tu at, subject to the above mentioned C(lllditions, the apportion• 

ment with tbe principles laid down in pn.mgraphs 23 and 24 of t.he Post. 

Office with this exception, thn.t the Indian Government should bear the whole 

expense of sea-sorting on t.he Bombay lino which by .Article 35 of the con

trnct is fixed nt £7,500. Under this article, tbe Postmaster-General may 

gh·e notice to the Company that be no longer requires provision to be made 

for scn-Rorting and may <le•lnct £7,500 from the subsidy. I understand that 

he would be willing to gh·e this notice if the Indian Government desires 

him t.o do �o. 
(e). That. an account should he prepared by the Imperial .Post Office 

and uuditetl hy I he India Office, and lhnt the amounts thus ascertained shall 

be pr�yahlc hy the contribnt.iug countries t.o t.he enrl of t.hc contract.-! have, 

&c., 
:Monu:Y. 

The Lor<lS CommisRioners of Her M ajesty's Treasury. 

I IONGKONH GENERAL CHAMBER OF COMMERCE, 

1-IONGKONG, 1 1 th !-ieptemuer, 1900. 

Sm,-I have the honour to :tcknowleugc receipt of your letter of the 

30th ultimo (No. 16!:!5) transmilting for the information of thi� Chamber 

copy of correspondence between the Colonial Office and the Treasury on the 

question of the colouiul contribution to the subsidy for the Eastern Mail 

Servit!e and copy of an award given by the Earl of :\! orley as arbitrator upon 

the questions which arose as to the proportion of the cost of t.he service to 

be borne by the Government of India and asking whether this Chamber 

desires to supplement the remarks macle on the subject in their letter of the 

5th June, 1897. 

This correspondence has received the attention of my Committee, who 

instruct. me to say that they simply wish to reiterate aml emphasise t.be 

remarks maJe in the letter ahove alluded to. They protest now a:� then 

most emphatically against a mileage basis being adopted to estimate the 

proportion of this Colouy's share of the mail subsidy ; and they would point 

out that, since that. letter was written, Imperial interests north of Hongkon.g 
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have largely uevelopell, not alone by the growth of British trado in China 
but also hy the acquisition of the port of Weihaiw�i. 

The arguments used in par:wranh 6 of the Jette1· '- · ' \'C � · 1 " r u.. . .;nwo Jean �trengthcneu by the fact that the German mail �:;teamers now mu fortnightly 
mstead of monthly as formerly and thnt the Nippor) Y115011 T.- ·rsl · t · 
a regular service to London, via Marseilles. 

n.a 111 mam run 

The inclusion of Hongkong among those Colonies compelled to adopt 
the penny postal rute within t.he Ernpire-n �teo tal·en by tl 1 · I 

. • 
, ' te mpena 

Government m Rprte of the representations of the local Postmaster-Geneml 
that it would he a loss to t.ho Colonial Treasury-has bad the effect of re
ducing the revenue of the Post Office Depal'tment, which, in Hl99, showed 
a decline of $19,270 on tho previous yeur, mainly due to loss on snle of 
postage stamps. This furnishes another strong argument why thi�:; Colony 
should not be called upon to rn:tke good the losses on correspon•lence passing 
through it to the Chinese Treaty Ports. 

Sincerely · trustiug that the Imperial Government may be induced to 
adopt a more equitable und reasonable basis than that of mileage in calculat

ing the Colony's contribution to the Postal subsidy.-! have, &c., 

R. CH.ATTERTON WILCOX, Secretary. 

Hon . .Acl'INO CoLoNIAL SECRETA.nY. 

N 
Fourth Congress of Chambers of Commerce of the 

Empire. 

THE INcoRPOltATED Cn:urnER o:.,' CoMMERCE 0�, LivEJwooL , 

B 10, ExcHANGE BuiLDING� ' 
LIVERPOOL, May 3rd, 1900. 

DEAR SIR,-1 am directell to transmit, for the information of your 
Chamber, the annexed copy of Resolutions to be moved by this Chamber at 
the Fourth Congress of Chambers of Commerce of the Empit·e, to be held in 
London on the 26th of June next, on the subjects of-

( 1 )  Sugar Bounties. 
(2) Imperial Telegraphic Communication. 
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(S) The Metric Syst�m. 

(4) Commercial Education. 

(5) Income Tax in the Australian Colonies. 

(6) Chiua Trade, Resources, and Hailways. 

(i) Tra,!e with Porto Rico, Cuba, and the Philippine !�lands. 

I am to ask that your Chamber will kindly support these Resolutions 

at the Congress, and, nt the same time, I have, ou behalf of the Lancashire 

Sugar Industry, specially to ask for support to the Rc�olution on the Sugar 

Bounties Question. 
I enclose copy o£ a reprint from a n  important speech on the subject of 

the Bounties in question made by Sir Nevile Lubhock, at the Meeting of the 

Association of Chambers of Commerce held in March last.-I am, &c., 

THOMAS H. BARKER, Secretary. 

The Secretary, CHAMBER OF CoMiUERCE, Hongkong. 

HoNGKONG GENERAL CHA�IBER OF CoMMERCE, 

HONG KONG, 25th June, ] 900. 

DEAR Sm,-I have to acknowledge, with thanks, receipt of your 

circular letter of the 3rd May transmitting for the information of this Cham

ber, copy of a series of Resolutions to be submitted by your Chamber at the 

Congress of Chambers of Commerce of the Empire about to be held in 

London. 
The Resolutions have been laid before my Committee, but they were 

received too late for despatch to this Chamber's delegates (Sir Thomas Jack

son and the Honourable T. H. Whitehead), but I have little doubt that the 

Resolution on Sugar Bounties will receive their cordial support, more especially 

since the Sugar Refineries of this Colony ure similarly affectell by the 

Bounties granted by Europe1m States to beet sugnr.-1 am, &c., 

R CHATTEl-nON WILCOX, Secretary. 

Tuos. H. BARKER, Esq., Secretary, LIVERPoOL CHAMBER O�' Col\!MERCE. 

CHARTERED BANK oF INDIA, AusTRALIA AND CHINA, 

THREADNEEDLE STREET, 

LoNDON, E. C., 13th July, 1900. 

DEAR Stn,-I very sincerely regret to report that unavoidable untoward 
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circumstances prevented my arriving in this country in time (I did not reach 
London until the evening of Saturday, 7th inst.) to attend the meeting of the 
Fourth Congress of the Chambers of the Empire, held in London on 26th to 29th 
ultimo, and propose the Resolutions entrusted to me as one of the Chamber's 
delegates, bearing on the reduction of telegraph rates and fresh marine 
surveys in Eastern Seas, and to support the Chamber':; other Resolution in 
connection with t-he opening of the inland waters of China to steam naviga
tion. Bu�iness detained me after my departure from Hongkong on 14th 
April last, at Shanghai, Tientsiu, and Peking, and feariug that I might not 
arrive in time to attend the Congress, I despatched the following telegrams 
to the Chartered Bank in London :-

From Vladivostock on 17th May, 1900 :-
" Please advise Kenric Murray (Secretary) London Chamber of Com

merce and Congress, detained Tientsin, Peking, by press of business ; will 
most likely arrive too late to attend meeting Congress. . I will telegraph from 
Moscow reasons supporting Hongkong Chamber's Hesolutions." 

From Irkutsk on 15th June, 1900 :-

" Refer telegram from Vladivostock on 17th May, please allvise Con· 
gress Chambers and Thomas Jackson : telegraph subventions create mono
poly, enable companies impose excessive onerous rates Europe Asia. Com
panies' aggregate undivulged earnings conclusive proof and justify demand 
for reasonable tariff. Latterly lmperieuse discovered uncharted rock Amoy 
Harbour, Bonaventure struck uncharted rock oft' C01·ea, Namoa total loss off 
uncharted rock Haitau Struits, Chingtu grounded off uncharted shoal North 
Australia, frequent discovery uncharted dangers, increasing steamers tonnage, 
etc. Eastern Sea:; require resurvey. Trade impossible until complete tariff 
under Chinese inland water navigation definitely negotiated and collection 
thereof guaranteed by formation separate branch foreign customs. Urge this 
a.nd demand new workable rules in the interests of domestic and consequent 
increase of foreigu trade." 

From Penza on 22nd June, 1900 :-
'' Irkntsk telegram of 1.5th June, please read telegraph subventions, 

concessions, privileges, &c., create monopoly ; opening Chinese inland water
ways concession completeiy worthless, refe.r Consul Hosie'.o Wuchow 1899 
report." 
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And from Moscow, on 25th June, 1900 :-

" Greatly regret too late attend meeting Con�ress. Inform Kenric 

Murray and Sir Thomas Jackson. Please telegraph whether Irkutsk Penza 

telegrams understood." 

On 29th ultimo I received at St. Petersburg a reply from the Chartered 

L ·' · t" t' ,., that my telecrram hutl been received in an intel-
Bank onuon, m 1ma mb "' 

ligibl: form and that the China speech had been well received. 

I again beg to express my great regret at having been unavoidably 

prevented from attending the Congress as one of the Hongkong Chamber's 

I endeavoured to do all that was possible under the unfortunate 
Delegates. 
circumstances.-! am, &c., 

T. H. WHITEHEAD. 

R. CHATTERTON WILCOX, Esq., Secretary, HoNGKONG GENERAL CsAlf
BER oF CoMMERCE, Hongkong. 

HoNGKONG GENERAL CHAMBER oF CoMMERCE, 

HoNGKONG, 22nd August, 1900. 

DEAR Sm,-I beg to acknowledge receipt of your letter of the 13th 

ultimo, expressing your regret that unforeseen circumstances prevented your 

· 1 · Enaland in time to attend the Fourth Congress of Chambers of 
arnva m b • •  

Commerce of the Empire, held in London on 26th-29th June, an� gtVlllg 

copies of the telegrams you despatched respective�y f��m VladlVO�tock, 

lrkutsk, Penza and �loscow, announcing probable mab1hty to be p1 esent, 

and snmmarising your arguments in favour of the Resolutions you had agreed, 

as one of the Delegates for this Chamber, to propose. 

I am instructed by the Committee to say, i n  reply, that they fully 

· t the earnest desire they know you had to fulfil the duty you 
a.pprema e 

f 
undertook, and thank you for the efforts you made to carry it out, so ar as 

was possible, under the conditions.-I am, &c., 

R. CHATTERTON WILCOX, Secretary. 

Hon. T. H. WHITEHEAD, London. 
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EXTRACTS FRO:&l 0l<'FICIAL REPOHT Of THE PROCEEDINGS AT THk 
FouRTH CoNGRESS OF CHAMBERS OF ColltMERCE :-

26TH JUNE. 

B1·itislt Interests in tile Far East. 

Sir THo�rAs JACKSON (Hongkong General Chamber of Commerce) : Mr. 
President and Gentlemen,-The Resolution which I have been asked to 
move, is a \Tery important one, perhaps very much more important than you 
may at first be inclined to think, having regard, as it has, to the waterways 
of China. It is as follows :-

" That the manner in which the Inland Waters Navigation Regulations 
have been interpreted hy the Officials of the Chinese Government being such 
as to render the right to run steamers on the W el5t River, and other Inland 
Waters, an almost valueless concession, the Secretary of State for Foreign 
Affairs be asked to open special negotiations with the Chinese Government 
in order to obtain a construction of these regulations more in accorllance with 
the terms of the original agreement." 
If China were like other countries, traversed by railroads, and with good 
ronds, this Resolution might not, perhaps, have the importance that it has at 
present ; but, considering that there are almost no railroads in CbimL, what 
there are being· in the extreme North, and considering that roads, properly 
so called, do not exist in the Chinese Empire, it stands to reason that the 
very utmost ought to he made of tb.e fine natural waterways of the country. 
Until within the last two years we were only able to send steamers to the 
treaty ports, and very few there ; but two years ago Sir Clande Macdonald 
achieved what was then con�idered both by the House of Commons, by the 
British Trading Companies in China, and by every person connected with 
tmde, a very great triumph in getting permission to navigate the inland 
waterways of the Empire. I was in Hongkong at the time, and we were all 
overjoyed when this great step in advance had been made. But time went 
on, and nothing was done. We heard that regulations for the traffic were 
being drawn up, and in the comse of time those regulations were 
forthcoming. They were, however, of the most extraordinary kind. It was 
a regular question of taking hack with your left hand what you gnve away Wi(b your right. I will cite a case in point . . To go from one treaty port to 
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another you had one steamer, but if yon went to any of the inland wn,ters yon 

would require another steamer. Thus, going say from Canton to Wuchow, 

you would have a steamer that would be under the Imperial l\faritime 

Customs, but if you went beyond Wuchow or deviated in any way from the 

route to one of the ports of call, ns they are called, you would require another 

stenmer and to he nuder another licence. The curse of the whole thing is 

the clual svstem of Customs obtaining in China, and until they are 1·emoved 

it will be �bsolntely impossible to have either this or Lhe general trade of the 

country on n sound basis. The Imperial Maritime Customs are solely taken 

np with the treaty ports. The Inland Cnst.oms do everything olRe. It woulJ 

be the very greatest blessing thf\t commerce could possibly have if the native 

Customs were absorbed in the Imperial Maritime Cnst.oms as at pres<Jnt 

administered under Sir Robert Hart. As i may be le<l to speak too strongly 

about the regulations in connection with the waterways, with your permis

sion I will read two short letters addressed to Her l\Iajesty'R Chm·ge 

d' Atfai1·es at Peking, by Mr. Mansfield, llcr Britannic Mnjesty's Consul ut 

Canton. The first letter is dated Jnne lOth, 1 899, when we were in the 

mhldle of all onr disgust at the turn affairs had taken. Ho says :--" Sir,-

Referriug to the remarks contained in my olespat.ch No. l ti  of the 1 1 th April 

on the prayer of the �hipping Companies for ' the rescinding of the 1 nspector

General's decision that the inter-treaty-port steamers shall not also be re

gistered for inland navigation,' I have now the honour to report thnt about 

a week ago the Inland Water licences of the S.S.  Luugshan and 

Ltwgkiang, two British vessels plying under West River certificates between 

Canton and Wuchow, t"ia San.shui, were withdrawn, to thoir very consider

able los8• Two days Inter a British-owned launch, plying lUHler Inland 

Water Steam Navigation Regnl:ttion$ between Canton and Shining on the 

West Hiver, was informed by the Customs that she coulll not call in 

at the treaty port of Samshui, which she passes en 1·oute. This is the logical 

converse of the ruling of the Inspector-General with regard to the Lung 

steamers, but I venture to suggest that it  is its Teductin ad absunlum. A 

Brhish vessel running on n certain line under certain regulations passes a 

number of ports. One of these happens to have ueen opened by Treaty, and 

this one she is debarred from entering. This is not a ease where any loss of 

national revenue is involved, and i t  is conceded here thnt the liberty hitherto 

enjoyed had not led to any abuses. It appears to me that the West River . 
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Regulations, while remait1ing in force for steamer� running to and from Hong
kong, might very well he abolished fot' steamers confined to Chinese inland. 
waters. The Inland WaterR Regnln.tions with very slight modifications conhl 
be adapted to the whole trade, premising always that the disabilities caused 
by the present rending of the Regulations he removed. The remarks in 
Consul Hosie's report on the trade of \V nchow under the he:uling ' Taxation 
of Domestic T:rnde ' are very much to the point .. " I will also read yon a 
second letter, dated July 7th, ltl99, which gives the opinion of Consnl 
Mansfield even more strongly. It is as follows :-" Sir,-Jn my de�patch 
No. 2i of the lOth ultimo, I had the honom to report that the I. M .  
Customs hnd prohibited launches plying nnder the Steam N1wigation 
Inland Uegnlations from calling at treaty ports en 1'oute. This pro
hibition has now been extended to apply to Kongmoon, Knm Chnk, Shin 
Hing, and Tak I-Iiug, mentioned as ' places of cal l '  in the We�t Hiver He"'n-,., 
lations. I ha,·e entered a strong protest again�t this rnling, as being in direct. 
contravention of Regulation l, which says that steamers ' may proceed to 
and fro at will under the Reguln.tions, but they must not proceed. to places 
out of the Chinese tenHory.' (The italics are mine.) The result of this 
1\Ction, which I can only characterize as arbitrary, is that steamers, uudor 
West River certificate, cannot call now, having had their Inland Wnters 
licences withdrawn, anywhet·e bnt at open ports and places of ca.ll, and 
steamers with the lnlaud Water.� licence, though they may p:tss the:;e places, 
may not entet· them. The whole traffic is therefore split up into two �m·dce�, 
und two steamer� running over the same groun·.l are reqniretl to do the w•n·k 
of one. Un<ler· such circtun:<tance�, I h:tYe 110 hesitation in s:tyin_g that the 
Stenm Navigation Inland ·Re,gnlations are absolutely ndncleiis. I am 
powerless locallj' as the Commis:>ioner of Custom:; state� that he is nct.irw "' under instruct.ions from Peking.'' Tho"C letter� of .Mr. Con�nl Mansficld 
show exnctly how the tra1le is affecte.l hy llavi t\g to ,lcal with two �e�s o f  
Customs. I t  may be impossible a t  t.IJC pre�ont Llay to do away with thi� 
�econd set of Cm<toms, hnt I do hope thnt after this nphea.val which wn are 
now suffering from in China, first and foremost this snbiect of the ln lnntl 
Customs of China will  be taek!etl. Chinese trade lms doubled within the last 
ten years, and, notwithstanding that, we he:lr of the GoYernment. being hard 
up for money, her financial position not being very good, and so on ; 

'
bnt if 

the C hinese Govemment got even a fair share of the total taxes which are 
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received as Inland Revenue, I do not think that any country in Europe would 

be in a better financial position tbau China. There is another thing we must 

beur in mind, namely, tllat under this dual system there iH n. constant compe

tition going on between the native shipper and the foreign shipper. The 

forei"'n shipowner is constantly complaining that the native Customs are 

hold�n"' out inducements to send cargo by native craft which on its merits 

would
o 

have gone by foreign vessels. I belieYe there is 11 good deal in this. 

The Inspector-General of Customs, howcvet·, denies it ; but I ttm sure so 

long ns this dual f:ystem remains we cannot have any !mtisfnction. I may be 

asked : " Then, if such is the c:tse why put forward a Resolution of th is 

kin<l ? " I say we can do something to amelior:tte the position, but we oan
.
uot 

hnve anything absolutely satisfactory so lou� as this dual system rem:uns. 

1 think it would be quite possihle for all steamers to be allowed to call nt all 

the open ports of cn\1, but at present they eau only carry passenger!:' to the 

non-treaty ports. This would open up another question. One of the curses 

of the China trade at the present time is t.he piracy on the inland waters. 

If forei"'n steamers were allowed to go at will to all the ports of those inlanrl 

waten1.:ys, i t would do more t.o check piracy than if there wore half-
.
ll-tl�zeu 

ships of war constantly patrolling them. In the prc�ent st�te of tlu�tg:; 

pirntes nip out of every creek and waterway and attack ordmary tradmg 

vessels manned by half-a-dozen or eight coolies, in most instances umnmed ; 

hnt they wonld think twice before nttHcking foreign steamers, which they 

11 1 I Only hope as I have said 
would find well-manned antl we -armel . can ' 

before, tlmt when these troubles in the North blow over, as they assnredly 

will, one of the very first reforms demanded will be that t.his dual sys
.
tem of 

Chinese Customs be done away with. I ha'-:1} very great pleasure lD pro-

posing this Resolution. 

Mr. HENRY F. Htnl3ERT (Blackburn Chamber) :-lbave very great plea-

sure, as representing a Cbnmher which is probably more affected by the stat� of 

trade in China 1.han any other Chnmbor i n the United Kingdom, in secondmg 

tllis Resolution. It is of tbe utmost importance to my Ohamher and the thou

sands who are employed by its members, that tbe inland navigation of �he 

Chinese rivers should be good and secure. At the present moment, Chma 

is the largest market for cotton goods we po�sess outside Indio, when you take 

into consideration the fuct that we only touch tbe very ftinge of the countr�. 

y011 may be certain that, at any rate for Lancanshire, good times are �� 
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,;tore, when the country eau be opened up. Tile matter has been exhaust
ively treated by the proposet·, an<l ns the time of £.his Congress is Yaluable 

I will content myself with simply seeontling the Resolution. 
Rev. C. Ponnz SANtn:nsoN (Worcester Chamuer) :-I most earnestly 

hope that the Resolut.ion jnst p,.npused !Jy l:iir Thomas Jackson will be 
carrieu. The total foreign import and export trade of China is about 
70,000,000l., and of that the British Empire has over 42,000,000l., or over 
sixty per cent., su that we havo 011 the plainest au<l simplest gronuds of eom-

mercial expediency and commercial labour, every right to insist that the 

navigation on the water-ways of China should be pttt on a right atal proper 
footing, leaving out of account the simple common measme of humanity with 
regard to piracy to which Sit· Tilomas Jackson has referred. When tilo 
representative from Blackbum said that we had touched out tile fringe of tile 

commerce of China, he snitl what is a commonplace to everyone who knows 
anything about that country ; and w hen he said that good times were in store 

for Lancashire ami Yorkshire he spoke in the spirit of a prophet, 1\ prophet 
of an optimistic kind, u prophet whose vaticinatious there is little prohahilit.y 
will ever be fulfilled. .For; Sir, we have come now to the parting of the 

ways. If we have amongst us backbone enough, if we have amongst us 
clear sight euough to carry out measures such at that which Sir Thomas 
Jackson has proposed, such a measuxe as thR.t and other measures of a like 

kind will most certainly give us so firm a grip on China that we can ne\'er 
be ejected from it, und it will give to the Chinese people t hemselveB n mea
sure of prosperity and peace such as for many generations they have not 
enjoyed. But, �ir, what is the use of trifling with a little measure, for nfter 

all it is but a little measure such as this, and shutting our �es to the fact 
that we can neither do that nor anything else of tbe kind unless we ha,·e a 
clear policy in the Fur East, and unless we know whether we mean to stand 
or whether we mean to go back, and whether we believe that it is for our 
interest, or it  is our duty to maintain our hold upon the Yangtsze, or whether 
we think it is better that onr interests and our commercial energies should 
cease with the frontier of Burma ? For, Sir, if we stand and look, as has 
been our habit for some time, we shall stand and look at what is happening 
antl we shall see it take place, but we shall have no influence on the events ; 
and when we have allowed the whole of the North of China to pass under 
the influence of, or into the llauds of Russia, aud have done nothin(}' to ti"hten 0 0 
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our own grasp or increase om own influence in tlle t:)outb, then, t;ir, we shall 

find that the whole of our commercial f:tbric which generations of merchants 

have hnilt up in the i:iouth will wither ni a touch at the bidding of the 

Statesmen of the :North. (" Time " and " question ".) I tlumk you, gentle

men, for th:�t remimler. Without any doubt I w:�s being carried a little 

away from my�elf ; but it does seem a dreadful pity that we �hould �taud 

st.ill and let such a splendid opening for trade anti such :m enormous opening 

for beuefici:tl British influence slide :tway from us, and we ourselves do 

nothing to maintain our hold upon it or to exercise our rights. 

Mr. GEORGE RoBimTsON (St. ,John, New Brunswick, Board of Trade) : 

I would like to say one word in support of the Resolution. It may seem 

strange to this Congress or to some members of this Congress, that Canada 

should be particularly interested in this Resolution, but it is not ttu nneom

mon thing in the City that I have the honour to represent for members of 

its B oanl of Trade there to bear, " All aboard for Hongkong "--3,000 miles 

across Canada and then across the ocean. The last speaker, if I understood 

him, seemed to have the same opinion that the Empire wns going to give up 

? f l ' t t f tb E 
. 

(" Y , ") -what shall I say . -one o t te greatest m eres s o e m1,ure. es. 

Well, it is my opinion that Britain will Lwld het· own-(Cheers)-1�s she 

always has done, aUtl the Empire will hold its own. (Cheers.) The first 

pioneers of that wonderful tmde and tbat wonderful people sprang from the 

heart of this Empire, and I have uo doubt that the Empire a111l the sons .of 

the Empire will be found ready and willing and determined to bold their 

own, never mind what may turn up in China. (Cheers.) :Mr. Presiueut, I 

have notbing· more to Ray, but this simple word for Canada, that we are 

interested in th'l'l; que�tion in our great Dominion, and doubtless Her Mnjesty's 

G overnmc1tt recognizes the importance of thi,; Resolution with respect to the 

dcveiopmeut of the Chinese trade, and will gh'e due consideration to what 

I belieYe will be the unanimous endorsement of this Congress. ' 

The Hesolution was ct�rrieLl unanimously. 

29TH JuNE. 

The Re-sul'vey of Eastern Seas. 
i:iir Tuol\IAS JACKSON (Hongkong Chamber) : The motion thnt I have 

to move will not occupy your time. more than a few minutes. It is,-

[ 6 1  ] 
N 

" That in consequence of the rapid increase in the numbers, tonnage, nllll 

speed of steamers employeLl in the trade, anJ the fl'equeu t  discovery in some 

tracks of sunken roeks not recorded on existing charts, the facts should be 

bl'ought to the notice of Her Majesty\: Government that it is necessary to 

have made, with as little delay as possible, a thorough resurvey of the navi

gable chmmels and coast lines in Eastern �em;." 

Having had a long experience in China, I can fully bear testimony to 

the excellent work done hy the navy in surveying, Lut it is worthy of note 

that the shipping engaged in the Eastem Seas is probably now four times as 

va.luaLle as it was twenty years ago, aml that cousequen tly additional surveys 

are required. I am fully alive to the fact that Her Hajesty's ships are at 

present very fully occupied in Eastern waters, and that. this is not perhaps 

the proper time to bring forward a Resolution of this kind. However, I join 

oue of the speakers who said that these troubles will not last very long in 

China, and that I hope when they are O\'er the British Admiralty will give 

their attention to a resurvey of the Eastern Seas. I may add in this con

nection, that on the principle of Providence helping those that help themselves, 

the Hongkong Chamber ha� got a fund together of some 3,000 dollars. This 

fund is available to give gratuities to fishermen or native pilots who can 

report ou known dangers to either Her .Majesty's Consul or to the flagship 

on the station. This plan bus been tried aml found to work excellently. 

Very frequent.ly we have been brought into touch with danger;; that survey

ing vessels would hardly ever recognize. I am sure we all recognize the 

importance of this motion, and I have only to commend it to the meetiug for 

it to Le carried nuanimously. • 

�fr. J. W ALTON, :M.P. (Uarnsley ChamLer) : :Ma.y I be allowed to second 

this because of my experience of the absolute neglect of the Iutelligence 

Department of this country as regards the preparation of proper charts where 

British trade is conducted, especially on the rivers of China ? I could not, 

iu my trip of 1,600 miles up the Yangttize Hiver, get a British chart that was 

any intelligible guide whatever for the navigation of the river, ant! I had, 

fortuuately, given to me a new chart that lmd just been completed by the 

Jesuit Fathers, a . Rurvey of the whole of the great Yangtsze River, and hy 

the aid of that chart I safely navigated 1,600 miles up the river and 1,600 

miles back. But it is not creditable to us. Our trade on the Yangtsze i;; 

enounnous, emu the trade of Fr3uee is practically nil, and it ought not to be 
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that they should be so far ahead of us in the preparation of charts. On the 

West River, practically the same state of affairs exists. The British chart 

bad been made i n  1861 aud very little altered since then. The result was 

that both in going np the river and in coming back, beca.use of our absolute 

want of knowleuge of the channeb, I had the pleasure, on one occasion, of 

being ashore for twenty-four hours, and on another occasion for eight or 

11ine hours. I think this practical experience shows how much needed is the 

preparation of new charts. 1 second the Hesolution proposed by Sir T homas 

Jackson. 

The Hesolution was put and carricd unanimously. 

Imperial Telcg1'aphic Communications. 

Major-Geueml TwiG<.m, (Vancouver, B.C., Board of Trade) moved the 

following Resolution :-

,, That this Congres::; desires to call �pecial attention to the uecessity of 

completing the AII-British Pacific Cable, not only on commercial grounds, 

but i n  the interests of the Imperial security." 

He said :-1 need hardly emphasize the supreme importance of tele

graphic communication in snch a scattered Empire as ours, both for commercial 

reasons and for defence. In connection with the question of a cable between 

Vancouver and Australia, Sir Charles Dilke stated i n  the House of Commons 

that the failure of this scheme would be a national calamity. It is very easy 

to conceive how it would be the cause of national calamity in case of war 

with any great nations who are tlependent on a certaii1 Eastern telegraph 

line-a line which would be very subject to interruption in time of war. 

The land portion of the cable now p�oposed as an aduitional cable past!es 

through our own territory, Canada, from end to enu. The only means that 

I can see of defending cable communications from interruption, is by m�tlti

p lication of different routes. Any cable communication is subject to inter

ruption, and it appears to me the greatest security will be obtained by 

increasing the number of routes, and that these routes should run through 

our own territory. I will confine myself simply to asking you, gentlemen, 

to endorse this Resolution unanimonsly. I may observe that Lord Selbornc 

in his speech referred to this subject, and, as far as I can discover, the matter 

has been taken up by the GoYernment, which is a cause of great satisfaction. 

I think the passing of the Resolution will gi'e a lift in that particulai· direc-

tion. (Cheers.) 

r 
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Mr. WILLlAM 1i'{ OOI> (Canterbury, N.Z., Chamber) : I beg to second that. 
Mr. J. E. TINNJ.<; (Georgctown Chamber) : I understood that I was to 

speak on a Resolut.ion to be proposed by Sir Edward Sassoon, but if he sees 
his way to in any way join the two Hesolutions, my remarks solely refer to 
the West Indian cables. It is the desire of Demerara t.o see the Jamaica 
cable extended to St. Lucia, on British territory. There is a gap between 
Jn.maica and St. Lncia. At present we nre moving large bodies of troops to 
the latter island, which is to be our chief military depot in the West Indies. 
As the ·west Indian Pn.nama cable runs though foreign territory, we might 
at nny time be left for days, or even for weeks, without any communication 
with our troops in St. Lucia. Therefore, on military "'l'Otmds I nrae that • 0 ' b . 
this new cable should be laid. 

Dr. G. R. PARK IN (Toronto Board of Trade) : Might I ask a question with 
regard to these Resolutions ? At present we have three Hesolutions on the 
snbject. Sir Edward Sassoon has agreed with the Ottaw� Board to incor
porate their Hesolution in his in order t.hat the whole matter may be discussed, 
and if G eneral Twigge will waive his Hcsolntion, we shall shortly have oue 
of the most important matters put before us in a definite shape, which we 
couiLI deal with. 

Mr • • T. MACFAULANE (Ottawa Board of Trade) : With regtml to the Re
solution down to be moved by the Ottawa Board of Trade and mnrkctl ''not 
to be moved " I am in receipt of a communication from Sir Sandfonl 
Fleming, who is also a delegate from the O ttawa Bonrd of Trade (bnt he is 
unable to be present), i n  which he very strongly urg-es the ncceptn.nce of a 
Resolution bearing on this subject of the cables. I am sorry he was not 
aware, when he wrote his letter, that a. member of the Government, our 
Honorary President, wonld make a speech on the subject, and make a st.ate
ment with regard to the strong action taken by the Governmeut regmding 
the cable. Therefore I do not know that it is wise, and it might bo Jis
courteous, for ns to pass a positive Resolution on the subject, and so I coincide 
with the suggestion that our Resolution should not. be moved, provitletl thnt 
sections 2 nnd 3 be added to the Liverpool Chamber of Commerce Retiolntion, 
only subst.itutiilg the word '' Congress " for the word " Board " in these two 
questions. 

Sir E. A. SASSOON, Bart., M.P. (Folkestone Chamber) : You have just 
heard from t.he ln.st two speakers that in view of the limitation of time, and 
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in order to consult the convenience of the Congresr:, it has been decided to 

n.malgn.matc all the Resolutions bearing directly on the question of cable 

communications of the Empire, to r.oncentrat.e om forces npon one single 

Resolution, and if I have the authority of the Congress to do so, the Resolu

tion which I have the honour to move on behalf of the Liverpool Chamber 

of Commerce will then read as it stnnds, with the addition of numbers 2 �md 

3 of the Ottawa Board of Trade Resolution-a Resolution which stands in 

Mr. Tinne's name. Long as these combined Resolutions have become, I 

should like to ask your permission, Sir, and the authority of the Congress, to 

move a Rider, because the Congress are aware that since the Liverpool Re

solution was put down certain event� httve transpired. I wi ll, with your 

permission, now read the Rider and take your judgmmit upon it. The Rider 

is to nrge upon the Government the i .nportance of instituting n searching 

investigation by the Departmental Committee, promised by the Government, 

into both the shortcomings nn<l the merits of a private system of cables, and 

consequently into the desirability or otherwise of adopting such a conrse of 

policy in the futn1·e a� would lead to the ultimate expropriation of private 

cables, aml w the establishment of State-owned cables throughout the Em

pire, and to report thereon at the earliest opportunity, snch report to be ac

cessible to the pnblic. I tuink, gentlemen, you will see the extreme necessi

ty of having this Rider, becan�e even a Unionist Government requires to he 

watched, 11.nd :tlthough I was instrumental in obt,ainiug a promise from the 

Government in the House of Commons some four or five weeks hack to 

institute a Departmental inquiry, I am not Yery easy in my mind as to the 

terms of reference aml as to the composition of the Commission. I would 

therefore like to he nrmed with your authority in jogging the G overnmcnt 

n.ncl in keeping them np to the mark. I think I shall be best consulting 

your Yiews if I do not go over the same gronntl which I have traversed in 

the conr><e of my speeches both in the North anti in the South of England 

during the last twelve months, culminating in the very full debate which we 

had ia the House of Commons some three or four weeks ht1ck. My intention 

now is to go through t.he points that ha,·e been raised in the conuter-blast 

that was issued hy the Eastern Telegraph anti Associated Comptwies, 

pointing out, as they h11.ve, the points where we were mistaken. The first 

thing to which they make reference is the question of tariffs, and they seek 

to defend their position by assuming, for the pmpost's of their calcnlation, a 
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standanl or unit of lOO nautical miles as being the average traversed by a 
word in Grent Bt·itn.in for the sum of �d. per word. They go on instituting 
that comparison ; but, gent Ienten, you will agree, that for such a comparison 
to be useful a great deal depends upon the correctness of the standard chosen. 
I am not at all preparerl to accept beforehand, and without proof, this con
venient unit of lOO nautical miles ; because if it turns out, as it might con
ceivably do, that the average traversecl is nearer 200 than 100 miles, the 
whole of these figures which they have placml before the public will become 
vitiated. It is obviously misleading to compare a land line system, with its 
numerous charges consequent upon the many obscure hamlets and vilhtgc9 
where the Post Office have to keep branches for public convenience, with a 
cable system which, in the majority of instances, lands their cables in the 
very henrt of large towns an1\ centres of business. The Congress will see 
how eminently misleading such a comparison must be. It would be almo,;t 
as misleading if I told yon that in France a Frenchman can send a word to the 
farthest confines of Tunis iu . Algerin for td. per wor,l, a distance im·olving 

400 mil�s of land lines and 530 miles of cable; or if I told you that a Russian 
can send one. word to Vlndivost.ock, n distance of 4,300 nanti�al mile5, for 4d., 

equal to a penny n word for I ,000 nautical miles, which the forei<rn Govern-o 

ments charge tueir subject�, as against the 5s. which the Ea�tern Company 
charge us, aud expects us t.o be thankfnl for. The ncx t point is that wc are 
told, with regar1l to the lml i<Ln ami Joint Pnr�e arrangement, that tlwre is no 
mystery, ami that the whole thing is as plain as a pike-staff. In the t1ame 
of common sense, when I made my req nest to the U nder-Secretarv of State 

for Foreign Affair;; last August, asking that the documents upon
. 
which this 

Joint Purse arrangement was bas�d shonlLl he made publ ic, why were 
those documents refused ? They were r<3fnsed becan,;e :\ir. Brodrick 
said that he eonltl not Ji n1lge that <locnment witbont the con seat of 
the other coutmcting party, nml thnt consent has uot been forthcoming, 
rtlthongh a whole year has passed ; so it il:; nonsense to say that there 
is no mystery about it. No doubt, as far li.S the public are concerned, 

the matter must remain shroutlc,l in mystery until the whole of -the instru
ments upon which this arrangement is based are made pnblic. What we do 
know from the Indian Blue Book is this, that for the last twenty-one years 
preceding 189 1 ,  a sum of no less than £ 1 ,884,000 wa� paid into the Joint 
Pnrse, nnd India only drew from that purse £ 1 , 7 74,000, leaving a net loss 
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to Imlia of £140,000. The next point. I wish to remnrk on is tltat Mr. 

Twisntlay, of the India Office, in criticizing the lecture which I delivered 

before the Society of Arts, in which I took exception to the appointment of 

the Australian Message Fund, so.id that I am quite mistaken in thinking that 

that is prejudicial to Indian Revenue, because Indian Telegraph Revenue 

has increased since 1891 by something like £10,000. I beg leave to remnrk 

to Mr. Twisaclay that in the year 1891 a substantial redtlction of 50 per cent. 

was made on the Australian messages, and that therefot·e the very large 

volume of business consequent upon the lowering of the rate, hall to be 

cnrried along the Indian land lines in order to get t.o Europe ; so thnt, but 

for this Joint Purse arrangement, my contention is that. the Indin.u profit 

would ha,·e been consitlerahly larger, at all events it would have been larger 

by the La.lance which the Indian Telegraph Department paid over to the 

Eastern nm1 the Associated Companies. The next point is, that the Eastern 

Company allege that no reuuction can be conveniently made until the Inter

na.tionnl Telegrn.ph Con,·ention iR sitting--

The CHAIRMAN : In view of the decision which has been come Jo with 

regttrtl to the length of time allotted to cncb !ipeaker, I have to inform you, 

Sir E·lward, thtlt your time is up. 

Sir Enw ARD SASSOON : With regard to that intimation, Sir, I should 

like to say that my friend Sir Thomas Jackson, who is going to secon!l the 

Resolution, has promisec1 to formally second it, so that I may have another 

ten minutes for my speech, if I have your permission. 

The CHAIRMAN : I do not think that would be fair to the other speakers, 

110 I must ask you to bring your remarks to n. close. 

Sir EDWARD SASSOON : Then, Sir, I sbhll take the opportunity of publish

ing the points I wish to hriug out in a pamphlet. I think it right where 

cable companies, who are now at direct issue with the public, have issued 

their pamphlets broadcnst, that it i s  only fair that the Imperial Telegraph 

Committee of the House of Commons should equally have their counter-blast 

in the same way. 
Mr. JAMES ScOTT (Toronto Board of Trade) : The urgency nnd the 

great importance of this matter lead me to say that the time of the Congress 

for the next ten minutes will be well served by listening to the completion of 

the statements to he made by Sir Edward Sassoou. (Hear, hear.) I do not 

think we shall be doing ourselves justice if we do not allow Sir Edward 

,. 
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Sassoou to complete hi:; �tutementti. (Cheerti.) 
On the question being put'fr·om the Chair, it was agreed that ::;ir Ell ward 

Sassoon should continue his remarks. 
· 

Sir EDW.ARlJ SASSOON : I am very much obliged to Mr. �cott for havinu 
taken up the cudgels ou my behalf. I have taken a great deal of trouble i: 
elucidating the figures that have been giveu by the A�socin.ted Telegraph 
Company, but I quite under:ltnml how impatient people do get just when the 
luncheon interval is coming on. There is one point which I consiucr, and I 
think you will consider, of great importance in this counter-blast, and that i�, 
that they have given :m estimate for the constructi�n of a new cable to India, 
and they make out, that upon the basis of l s. per word which we are advo
cating, the income would only be one per cent. to anybody who started :L 
new cable upon the requisite capital. The capital which they give i:; g 
millions for a new cable to 1lll1ia. I accept that. They put their workia� 
expenses at £7 5,000. I equally accept that. Their out-payments work out 
at something like 1/7 per cent. of the total eamings. That I accept. The 
number of paying words that the cable can curry, they work out to be i1-

. Th 1 
:! 

p�r mmute. at I a so accept ; but the sting i s  in the tail, because they 
wrll not allow the cable to work more than fourteen hours a day ; uor do 
they allow for its being duplex. There seems no reason, gentlemen, why 
such a large amount of capital should be allowed to lie fallow for ten hours 
a day out of twenty-four-(hear, hear)-nor that the cable should not be 
duplex, because that means doubling the traffic-it means 96 per cent. more 
traffic than a simplex cable. Coming to my figures-and they are perfectly 
�vorkable and reasonable-there would be something like 8 millions of pay
mg worus per year. That on the basis of Is. means £241,000 clear profit, 
o� 1 6

. 
per c�nt . . That is rather a far cry from the one per cent. which they 

gtve m therr esttmate ; so I think you will agree with the necessitv for cau
tiou, ami the unwisdom of swallowing wholesale all those statist�cs which 
the company semls out for public consumption, evidently thinking the public 
mul!t be very credible anu gullible. ThtLt is the point to which I wish to 
refer, because I consider it vitiates and emasculates the whole of the counter
blast which is issuell by the cable companies. By my figures I am perfectly 
prepared to stand. (Cl1eers.) 

A DELEGATE : I should like to support this He:;olution, because in 
Canada we feel a most passionate and intense interest in the question of the 



., 

Pacific Cable. 
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Sir THOMAS JAcKSON (Hongkong Chamber) : I shall not take up your 

time ut all, as I know several others are waiting to speak on the question, but 

surely fifty years hence those who are then living will look back with 

astonishment at the fact, that in the year 1 900 a telegram to Hongkong 

cost 5s. 6d. a word, while at the same time one could be sent to Vladivo

stock for 4d. per word. I beg to second the Resolution. 

Sir FREDERICK YouNG (Hon. Vice-President) : I rise to heartily sym

pathize with and support the Resolution which has been moved by the 

Vancouvet· Board of Trade. We have taken a very active part in this 

question for some length of time. Only a few months ago the British 

Empire League had a meeting at the Central Committee Room of the 

House of Commons, at which the Duke of Devonshire took the chair, and 

a Resolution was pas.scd unanimously in favour of this very object. I took 

an active part in regard to that matter. We are very much disappointed 

indeed that from some cause or other this important question has been 

allowed to sleep, and we most heartily wish that no time should be lost 

in urging our Government to tlLke steps with the Colonial Governments, 

for the purpose of carrying out this very great nat.ional question to a 

satisfactory conclusion. 

Mr. B. PLUMMER (Newcastle Chamber) :-I wish to refer to the fact 

that the Chamber of Commerce of Newcastle, England, which I have the 

honour of representing, has long held very strongly with the opinion that 

it is most desirable that postal and telegraph routes should, as far as pos

sible, go entirely through the British Empire. I bad the honour of sub

miitincr the Resolution to the last Congress in the exact words of the one 
0 

that stands in the name of Newcastle at the present time, and which is now 

merged into the general Resolution which has been proposed by Sit· 

Edward Sassoon. I have also had the privilege of moving �esohitions in 

in the same sense at the Associated Chambers of Commerce. I moved one 

at Belfast last ,autumn, and upon that was based a memorial to Mr. 

Chamberlain, strongly urging, and expressing regret in the delay of, the 

completion of the negotiations with respect to the Pacific C!�ble, and strongly 

urging that the o1·iginal proposal of contributing towards the scheme th� 

sum of £25,000 a yea1· should be set aside in favour of contributing a 

lump sum of money, and making the cable Imperial property. I have very 
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great pleasure in supporting the Resolution as it has been proposed. 

Dr. G. H. PARKIN (Toronto Board of Trade) : I regret to find that Sir 
Edwll.rd Bassoon has taken more tl1e line of criticism of the details of 
the Eastern Extension Company than in presenting the all-important 
Imperial question which is involved in the general Resolution which has 
been presentl:ld. What is the position ? It has been written in words of fire 
during the last few months all over the world-the question that where you 
have a ring of nat.ions going round the world uniting for common action 
on great national purposes, it has become a supreme necessity of our 
national life that we should in the easiest, most ready, and instant manner 
be in communication with every part. Look at the condition of our cables 
on the Coast of Africa during the war ! At the very critical time we found 
that these cables were not arranged sufficiently to carry out the work that 
was required. Look at the tremendous interests which would be involved 
if we were engaged in a war, if we had no cables by tll(;)ans of which wo 
could communicate with our Colonies. The only point of safety is by 
having an all-round British route going across Canada. (Cheers.) We 
have cables across the Atlantic and across North America and to South 
Africa, and if you only complete the Pacific cable, you have the means of 
instant communication around the whole world. What can be mor(;) im
portant than that ? But w bat are we al,l wot·king for ?  We have just passed 
a Resolution with regard to the commercial relations between the Mothet· 
Country and the Colonies, and the effects of them. Why, to-day there is a 
thousand pounds spent in telegraphing bet1veen Australia and tho Mother 
Country alone, and that is what facilitates tho amazing interchange of 
communications that goes on. There is scarcely a thing that happens but 
what it is communicated to you. A ship goes down and a report is sent 
immediately to you, and the next day the news has been circulated broad
cast. What is the use of our Imperial forces, and making all our military 
arrangements, unless we have what ·is the most important matter of all, 
viz., the extreme mobility which is given to the Imperi�l forces by cable 
communications, and the instant means of communication with every part 
of the world r I say the most crying wrong that goes on to-day in an all
world-round Empire such as ours where people for reasons of avocation, 
and business and military reasons, and_individnal reasons, desire to be in 
instant touch with each other-the greatest wroug and the greatest scourg6 

����._�------�--------------------�·���- ��---= ----�--�--------------------�
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that I lmow of to-da.y is the fact that the Eastern Extension Company has 

been able for the last ten years to 1·esist us without allowing us even u.u 

bearing. (Cheers.) Therefore, I say, this great Conference will strengthen 

the bands of those who are working with regard to this question. Before 

sitting down, I want to say a word or two with regard to what Lord Sol

borne said. In making his opening speech he said that the contracts were 

already out for the cables. We have been trying for that for the last seven 

years. We met in a Conference with Jelegates from all parts of the world, 

and it was agreed that the thing must be done at once, but to this day the 

Eastem Extension Company has stood as a permanent barrier in the way. 

Why it is done, and what is the cause of the state of things which prevails 

in London we do not know, but we know that we have run against it as 

against a rock, and t.hat to-day we are paying about three times as much 

as it is necessary to pay for the communication that goes on between the 

different parts of the world. Let us bold clollely to what Lord Selborne 

has said ; be has stat-ed publicly and clearly tbat contracts are now being 

called for. If the suggestion is adopted, enormous a.dvant<1ges will accrue. 

We can cut the rate to Australia at once by one-half, and the enormous 

consequent advantages will soon make our British people approve of it. 
You m ust let it be known that you are not going to have inter-communica

tion either for military purposes or business purposes interfered with 

by tl1e wants of any Company, however high tbe dividends they pay, 

however much they may wate1· their stock, or however much social influence 

they may command in the centre of the Empire. (Cheers.) 

The CHAIRMAN : I will now put the Resolution as follows :-

" That this Congress desires to call special attention to the necessity 

of completing the All-British Pacific Cable, not only on commercial grounds, 

but in the interests of the Imperial security." 

" That this Congress recommends that support should be given to the 

action which the Imperial Telegraph Committee of the House of Commons 

is taking with the view of placing the important matter of electrical com

munication between the U nit<!d Kingdom, India, and tbe British .Colonies 

and Dependencies on a footing commensurate with present conditions of 

Inter-Imperial and Colonial relations." 

" That copies of this Resolution be addressee] to the Prime Minister, 

the First Lord of the Treasury, the Chancello1' of the Exchequet·, the 

r 
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Secretary of State for India, the Secretary of State for the Colonies, the Postmaster-General, and the Govemors of the self-governing Colonies, urging that every reasonable opportunity may be given in Parliament for discussion of the position of the Telegraph Companies in relation to the Government, with a view to an immediate and satisfactory solution being found for the very se1·ious grievances under which the Commercial n.nd Industrial Communities of the Empire have been labouring for a long time past." 

" That in view of the great object to be attained, this Congress is strongly of the opinion that it would be wise policy to make full provision for ultimate State ownership in any arrangements hereafter malle to lay cables, by privnte Companies, between British possessions in any part of the globe." 
" That this Congress recommends that the principle of State ownership be especially provided for in the cable proposed to be laid hy a private Comp'l.ny between South Africa u.nd Australia." 
" That this Congress urges upon Her Majesty's Government the importance of instituting a searching investigation by the Departmental Committee, promised by the Government, into both the shortcomings and the merits of a private system of cables, and consequently into the desirability or otherwise of adopting such a course or policy in the fnttll'e as would lead to the ultimate expropriation of private cables, and the establishment of Stat.e owned cables throughout the Empire, anJ to report thereon at the earliest opportunity, such report to be accessible to the public." 

The Resolution was put and unanimously agreed to. 

0 
The Re-Survey of Eastern Seas. 

THE LoNDON CaA:UBER OF ComrERCE, 
Botolph Hou!le, Eastcheap, 

LONDON, E. C., 3 1 st August, 1900. 
Fow·th Cong1•ess of Ohambe1·s of Commerce of t!te Empi1·e, June, 1900. D�:An. Sm,-Sir Thomns Jo.ckson, the delegate from your Chamber, 

----------�-------------------- ---- -- �� ---- -- -� 



[ 72 ] 
0 

moved a Resolution in regard to the necessity for the re-survey of �he 

dangerous channels and coast-lines in Eastern Seas, and which ResolutiOn 

was duly carried o.nd forwardeu to the Foreign Office. 

1 enclose herewith copy of our letter to the Foreign Office and the 

Premier's reply. Perhaps you can let me have some further in:ormation on 

the subject in order t.hu.t I clm again communicate with the Foretgn Office.-

Yours, &c., 

KENRIC B. MURRAY, Secretary. 

The SECRETARY, HoNGKONG CHAMBER oF CoMMERCE. 

Fourth Congress of Chambers of Commerce, 

London, 26th July, 1900. 

Your Lordship,-We have the honour to transmit to you the fol

lowina Resolution on the subject of the necessity for a re-survey of the 
0 

1. · th E t Seas which Resolution 
tlangerous channels and coast- mes m e as ern ' 

wns unanimously passed by the above Congress :-

" That in consequence of the rn.pid i ncrease in the numbers, tonnage, 

and speed of steamers employed in the trade, and the fre:n�ut 

1. · sotne tracks of sunken rocks not recorded on extstmg 
t ISCOVery 111 , · 

charts, the facts should be hronght to the notiee of Her Mnjesty's 

Government that it is necessary to have made, with as little delay 

us possible, a thorough re-survey of the navigable chnunels ami 

coast-li nes itt Eastem Seas." 

In view of the fact that Her Majesty's Navy is now so fully occupied 

in Eastern waters, the present i;; not thought to be an opportune moment for 

mnkina further remarks upon the resolution. 

.; e are, however, requested to respectfully urge the importance of the 

matter in the interests of British shipping, ant! to expres;; the hope that 

when the present troubles in the Far East arc over the mutter may not be 

lost sight of by Her Majest.y's Government.-We are, &c., 

ALBERT G. SANDE!>tAN, President. 

KENRIC B. MunRAY, Secretary. 

The Most. Noble the Marquess of So.lisbnry. 
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Foreign Office, 

Lomlon, Angnst 28th, 1 900. 

Sir,-I nrn direct.ed by t he .Marquess of Sal isbury to i1iform you that 

your letter of the 28th nlt.imo, call ing attention to the necessity for tL re

�nrvey of the nn\'igahle channels anti c:->ast-lines in Eastern Seas, was referred 

to the I.ords Commissioner:< of the A1lmimlt.y. 

Their Lonlshi ps state that for upward" of sixt.y yenrs the Admiralty 

have sent vessels to survey the Eastem Sea;;, and nnder their directions the 

main routes from the Indian Or.can, through the China Sea to Japan, ns well 

a� n great part of the coa;;ts of China, Palawan bland, Borneo, Siam, the 

Maluy Peninsnla., &c., have been charted. They state fnrt.her that the main 

routes through the China Sea anti along the China Coast nre now as con

fitlent.ly nu1·igate,J as nny part of the wor l d, and that the Congress of the 

Chambers of Commerce must have been milliuformed regarding the state of 

the knowletlge of the Eastern Seas at present possessed by the Admiralty

knowledge which, though uot perfer.t, is still �o far advanced that no general 

re-survey of main routes is at all uece��ILI'.y. 

Their Lot·tl�hips ad(! that from the past record of the work executed by 

their onlet·s in Eastern W nterf', the C:onl!ress may feel smc that the import

ance of the t.mn:ie in !he�c w:tter� i� not hy any means o1·erlooketl by them. 

-I am, &e., 

The Secret:u·y, Fllnrlh Cnagrcs�> of 

Cluunhet·� nf Cnmmr.r1�P nf the Empire. 

F. H. Vu.I,mns. 

Hox(; J;:oxG G J,:'< KRAI. CHA)fHlo:R OF CmDIE::lCE, 

IloxGKON'n. 2,Hh Oet ol•er, 1 900. 

DEAR �u:, - I  am in recei pt of yonr letter of the 3 1 s t  Angust enclosing 

copy of your letter to the For.:ig!t Olliee.o f  the 20th ,July transmitting the 

wsolntion movetl by Sir Thnnms ,Jae k�ou in t·eganl to t.he nece�sity for the 

re-survey of tlte mwig:thle chaunels and coast-lines in Eastern Seas and the 

reply thereto, t!lttecl 28th Angnst, fot· which I am directed to express the 

ohlign.tions of thi� Chamber. 

In reply to your reqnest . for some further informatiou on the subject, I 

ht>g lea\·t: to enrlo�e. 011 a sepamtP memorandum, a list of certain of the 

........ ��--�------------��-----------------1 
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disasters t.hat have occurred and the hiLltlen dangers involuntarily discovered 

during the past ten years, from which I think i t  will he apparent that there 

is still room for further research by the surveying vessels in these seas. 

While urging that much remains to be done· to endeavour to make the 

routes followed by shipping safe from sudden disaster, my Committee wi;;;h 

to record their high appreciation of the magnificent work tlone by 1hc 

snrveying yessel� of Her Majesty's Fleet, to the immense value of }Vhieh 

constant testimony is heing borne. The commander� of the nnmcron� 

transports from Inllia have exprcssell their admiration of the general accnracy 

of the charts and their snrpriso at the excellent manner iu whieh the Coast 

of China is now lighted and bouycd, the eret!it for the latter, of conrsc, 

being tine to the well mu.nngetl Light Dopnrtmeut. of; the Chinese Im

perial Maritime customs. At. the same time. there Cftll he nn tlonl•t that, 

while so much has been :lccomplishetl, there still remains sonw \'et·y import

nnt wot·k for the survey ing ships t.o tlo. The fnct. tll!lt two of !Tor Nfajesty's 

crni,;ers have quite n�cently been placed in �erions tlangor-the Im.periru.�e 

hy tonching on n. rock in Amny harbour, and the Hona�·e11l11re hy gronnding 

on another at the ent1·atwe to Korniloff llay, iu Cor en.-is ,;nflieient warrant 

for energetic continnanc�o of thf' efforts to di!:WO\'Pr the �t.ill nnknown •!anger� 

in Enst.em Seas. 

Jt. should not. he forgotten, moreover, tlmt the tonmt�e of vessel,.; in 

these w:tters ha� incrensccl enormon�ly of lu.te ycmrs, antl that. the heaten 

tracks are not u.lwu.ys followetl. The navigat.ion by sea-going ve�sels i,.;, t.oo, 
ca!'l"iOll on much closer to the coast than formerly, and the China coast is 
noted fnr pinnnele rocks, which tlangers nre ,·nr;· cliffienlt. to tli�coyer.-I mn, 

&e., 
H. C H ATTERT O K  W I LCOX, Sllrretary. 

KBNR!C B. MUl�RAY, Esq., Secretary , 

LoNDON CHHIBBR OJ.' Co\DIERCE. 

( E11closure.) 

List of Unelwrte1·ed Danyers discot•m·erl dm·inl! past set•en Yea1·s. 

12th June, 1893.-A rock with 4 fathoms on it at low watet· discovet·ed 

in the channel between Waglan and Sunking Islands, ju1;t outside Hong-

kong. 
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29th A
.
ugust, 1893.-A 1·ocky patch of 6 to 10 bthoms, lying midway 

between Hattan and Turnabout Islands, reported. 

20th March, 1 894.-Shoal JHtt.cb, having from 6t to 7 fathoms fine 
sand, in Shanghai District, ht.t 32° 18' 3011 N Ion" }99° 27' E t d 1 

. . 
· ., ,. �.., ., repor e · JY 

.Bnttsh steamer Feil·ung. Aclmiralt.Y chart shows ft•oru 18 to 20 fathoms. 

26th December, 1894.-British steamer Taisanr1 reported having 

touclled some danger with Cha[Jel Island be·�rin a S ·�7° E t · ]" t t ' , • v • 1 ue, t 1s an . 
4i miles, where Admiralty chart No. 1,760 shows between 10 antl 1 1  
fathoms. 
. 

1 7th September, 1897. ·-H.ocky patch n.bout two-thirds of a cttLle long 

m N.E. by E. and S.vV. by S. dire<:tion, by about one-third of a cable wide 

and hn.ving two pinnacles nea.r its middle on which there is a depth of not 
more tha.n 3 feet of low watet• of spring tides, discovered south of mid

channel in �ialow-chow Pa.ss. 
6th March, 1898.-Rock with a depth on it of 10 feet 1 1  inches at low 

water, discovered in Amoy harbour. 

28th April, 1898.-Rocky patch a.bout half a cable long in a N. to S. 
direction by about ! of a cable wide and having two pinnacles, about 30 

yards apa.rt, near its centre on which there i s  n ot a depth of more than 4 

feet at low w·ater of spring tides, discovered iu Cow's Horn Pass, near 
northern entrance to Haitan Straits and named the Namoa Rock. (The 

steamer Namoa st1·uck o n  this then unchartered danger on 3rd October, 

1807, and became a total wreck.) 

14th February, 1899.-A rock was discovered by S. M. S. Kaism· iu 
in Samsah Bay, lat. 26° 37' 42" N. and long. 1 1 9° 46' 38" E., on which there 

is only :t depth of about 3� metres at low water, where Admiralty ch<�rt 

No. 1
�988 shows a tlepth of 10 fathoms. (This danger was in July 

followmg marked by a black conical buoy.) 

I Oth April, 1899.-Tbe master of Lhe s.s. Ghingtu reported to have 

grounded on this date ou an unchartered shoal off North coast of AustruJia, 

approxituate hearings being lat. 10° 47' S., long. 132° 33' E., Cape Croker 

bearing S. 18° E., clist.ant about eleven miles. 

1st to 8th July, 1 899.-H.M.S. Bonaventw·e grounded on an unseen 

rock at entrance to Korniloff Bay on the coast of Cote<l. 

21st October, 1899.-Two rocks discovered southward of Namoa Island, 
coast of China, having 18 feet of water of spring tides. They have been 

1 
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uamed respectively Tamsui Rock and Kaipan Rock. 

l lth June, 1 900.-The mastet· of the s.s. I{we,ilin revorted that his 

ship struck tot tom at 4.50 n.m. oil 4th June with East Point Namoa Isla,uu 

bearing N. true and Three Chimney Bluff bea1·ing S. 70" W. true, the 

vessel then dmwing at the point of contact (bilge keel) about 14 feet. 

Admiralty chart No. 1,957 shows at this place 14 fathoms water. 

l A  notice to mariners, issued l Oth August, announces, however, that 

this iocality was carefully t�Ounded ancl swept with weight lines and no 

obstruction found, the least depth obtained being 12 fathoms.) 

Proposal for better Control of Masters, &c., of Steam 

Launches. 

PEXIN:;ULAH & ORmNTAL t:iTEA�t NAVWATI0N Co., 

HoNGKONG, 1 5th October, l900. 
DEA& Sx&,-With reference to the attached memorandum, which I 

have been asked to place before the Committee of the Chamber, I pt•oposc 

at the next meeting to suggest that the Govemment be approached with a 

view to the adoption of a system of " c_ontinuous record certificates " for the 

masters and engineers of steam launches holding certificates of competency 

from the Ha-rbour Department, such certificates to be a rccoru of sc1·vice 

from the time the certificates of competency were issued: they sboulu 

specify place of t.il'th and other particulars of family, &c., every change of 

employment and character given by each employer, as well as reason for 

leaving: a photograph should accompany the certificate, also a uescription 

of the man, and, if necessary, these latter should be renewed from time to 

time. 
All endorsements on the certificate should be made by the Harbour 

Master, and a duplicate copy should be kept for future reference at the 

Harbour Department. 

If the same system could be extcudcu to em bra.cc all firemen and :mil-

ors, so much the bettet·, but even if it h> confined to masters and engineers 

it will be some kind of protection to the launch owners, who are apparently 

in futut•e to be responsible for any acts of piracy committed by their 
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launches, uo nu\tter whether the crew are impli�;ated or not. 
Perhaps you will be so l•ind as to ask permission of the Chairma,n tu 

circulate this letter amongst the Committee, so that members may come to 
the meeting prepared to make <LilY amendments that occur to them.
! am, &c., 

TuE SECRETAHr, lloNI<KoNu GENEHAL 

CuA1IBER oF Co:�BumcE. 

( Enclosuni,) 

.A.. :M. MARSHALL. 

N1nv LAUNCH OmHNA�CE. 

The Government will h:we power to compel launch coxswaim; to 
deposit $1,000 security, n.nd although they mtty not exercise this power 
with regard to Eul'Opeau owned launches, it is unlikely that they will 
refrain from doing it, sooner or later. 

In that event we shall have no alternative but to find the security 
ourselves, because the coxswains could not as a rule find $100 security, 
much less $1,000. 

The evil lies in the fact that these men (whu come of the fishermen 
class) are not sufficiently under control. Having no family village like 
other Chinese, they cannot be so e:�sily traceJ through frienJs or relatives. 
Consequently they are coxswains one day, pirates the next, and fishermen 
the next, and the police would find it difficult to get a man they wanted. 

Su that vresuming the Government compel the owner to deposit 
Sl,OOO (for that is what it really amounts to) it simply means that if <L 
coxswain turns pirate, the owner of the la,uncb uot only runs a risk of 
losing his launch, but $1,000 as well. Under existing arrangements, the 
owner, be he European or Chinese, has absolutely no power over the men. 

The demand fot· their services is ao gre1\t that they never want for 
employment; and their wages are so high llmt they can afford to be idle 
for months. 'fhe coxswain ca.n smash up the launch, the engiueer can ruin 
the engines, and the only redress is to have their certific<ttes suspemlecl, 
which means they take a holiday ancl get auothcr billet as soon as they get 
back. In fact, I h<tve beard that it is possible for a. mnn, whose certificate 
has been suspended,, to go to the Harbour Office and get another certificate, 
owing to there being no efficient system of identification. 
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W'bat is wanted is u. "Continuous Record Cet·titicate," such as that 
which I believe is being introduced by the Board of Trade at home for 
seamen, whereby a man's career can be traced from start to finish. 

Every chauge of employment, every offence committed by the ma.n, 
should be endorsed by the Harbou1· Master (not the employer) on the 
certificate. 

Employers should ue given the opportunity of having instances of 
neglect endorsed on the certificate. The photo. should be changed once a 
year. A full description of t.he man (such as that given to soldiers) should 
be stated on the certificate so that he eau be effectually idehtified. 

A record of the endorsement should be kept by the Police so th<�t the 
man cannot destroy evidences of his identity. Further it should be illegal 
to employ any man, coxswain, engineer, fireman or sailor, without such 
certificate, and without the employment being first recorded on the back. 

EDwARII OsBORNE. 

HuNGKoNG GBNERAL CHAMBER oF CoMMEHCB, 

HoNGKONG, 2-!th October, 1900. 

Sm,-I have the houout• to inform you that, at Monday's meeting of 
the General Committee of this Chamber, the following resolution was 
unanimously adopted :-

" That the Government be approached by the Committee of the 

Chamber of Commerce with a view to adoption of a system of 
'continuous record certificates' for the masters and engineers of 
steam la.uucbes holding certificates of competency from the 
Harbour Department., such certificates to be a record of service 
from the time the certificates of competency were issued." 

'l'he ne�d for more effective control over these men than is at present 
possessed by launch owners, has been gradually forced on their notice l.Jy 
the ease with which they secure fresh employment after dischat·ge for 
misconduct or gross carelessness, it heiug, under existing circumstances, a 

simple matter to obtain a. new post within a week after discharge. If the 
certificates issued to them were continuous, such lapse being duly recorded 
therein and change of employment registered, some guarantee for their 
good conduct aud efficiency would be provided. 

Another consideration, and that of no little importance, is the growing 
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frequency of seizures of steam-launches for piratical purposes and the 
consequent necessity for having persons in charge whose antecedents are 
well known and who are not likely to be in collusion with pirates. 

The Committee hope, therefore, that His Excellencv the Governor 
will join with them in recognising that steam-launch o�ners are not at 
present sufficiently proteeted against liability to loss and disaster through 
the action of t.hP. persons in chat•ge of these vessels, and that. some effective 
measures should he taken to bring them under propet· supervision and 
control. If the continuous record system could be extended to the sa.ilors 
employetl on the steam-la.unches, a still uetter guarantee for the safety of 
those craft would be gained. 

'l'he Hat·bour Master and the Captain Superintendent of Police would, 
it is believed, find little difficulty in working out the details of such a 
system, which should, of course, as at present, pt•ovide for the attachment 
nf a photograph of the holder to each cet·tificate, to be renewed as often as 
mn.y l>e deemed necessary for put•poscs of identification.-! have, &c., 

R. CHATTRRTOiS' W f LCOX, �ecretary. 

Ilos. CoLONIAL SBcRET \Rl'. 

CoLONIAL SEcrtwr .utr's OPt�rcE, 
HoNGKONG, iWth Oetoher, 1 900. 

Sm,-1 am directed to acknowledge the receipt of your letter of t.be 
24th instant, fonvarding a resolution by the Chamber regarding a system 
of continuous record certificates for the masters and engineers of stea.m
launches, and to state that this matter has 11.lread v been enon.oin•� the ... r, 0 � 
attention of this Government. 

A further communication will he addressed to you in due comse.
I ha.'l'e, &c., 

,J. H. 8TEWART LOCKHART, 

Colonial F::ecretary. 
�ECRETARY, CHA)lRER OF COlBlERCE. 

CoLONIAL SEcRETARY's 0FFIC�, 

HoNGKONG, 13th November, 1900. 

Sm,-In continuation of my lettet· (No. l ,987) of the 26th ultimo, I 
am dit·ccter1 to inform you t.hat the Government is desirous of being 

1 
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supplied with the fullest information ou the subject of the proposed system 
of continuous record certificates for the masters anc1 engineers of steam
launches, before c::>ming to a decision as to wbethel· the system should be 
adopted. For this purpose it is proposed to a.ppoint a Committee t o  
consid�r the subject a n d  report thereon to the Govemment. If the 

Chamber o f  Commerce will be good enough to nominate two of its 

Members, His Excellency the G·overnor will he pleased to appoint two 
Officers of the Government--the Captain Superintendent of Police and the 
Acting Harbour Master-to join them on the proposed Committee. If the 
suggestion meets with the approval of the Chamber, I am to request you 
to fnrnisb at yonr convenience t.he !Htm�s of the gentlemen nomimtted.-
I have, &c., 

The SECRETAHY, 

• T. H. STEW ART LOCK HART, 

Colonial Secrer.ary. 

CnAMBEn 01<' Cmna:nc:E, Hongkong. 

HoNGKONG G1�NERAL CHA�IHER Ol,' Co:\Dn:Rc��. 

HONGIWNG, HHh November, 1900. 

Sm,-I beg leave to acknowledge receipt of your letter of the 13th 

instant, in reference to the proposed system of continuous l'ecord 

certificates for the masters and engineers of steatn-htunches, stating that it 
is proposed to appoint a Committee to consider the subject and report to 

the Government an(l asking this Chamber to ·nominate two of its Members 
to serve thereon. 

In reply, I <tm instructed by the Committee to submit the munes of 
Messrs. A. M. Marshall ancl D. R. Law for the approval of His Excellency 

the Governor, those gentlemen having signified their readiness to serve o n  
such Committee.-! have, &c., 

R. CH ATTERTOi\ WILCOX, Secretary. 
Hon. Cor.o�JAL SF.cRwr.\RY. 

C'm.ONIAJ. �ECRETARY's OFFICE, 

HoNmwxn, 20th Nm·emher, HJOO. 
Sm,-With reference to your letter of the 16th instttnt, anc1 previous 

corrrspondencc, I am directed to inform you that His Excellency the 
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Governor has been pleased to appoint Messrs. A. M. Marshall and D. R 
I,ttw to be members of a Committee to consider the proposed system of 
continuous-record certificates. 

The Captain Supet·intendent of P,1lice and Acting Harbom· Master 
have been requested to place themselves in communication wit.h those 
gentlemen without delay.-1 ha.ve, &c., 

.T. H. STEWAHT LOCKH AHT, Colonial �e('retnrr. 

He port of Committee on Cantimwns Serrice Rf'cords jin· C!tinesf' 

;lfasters and Enr�ineers 1!( St('(nll Lau11ehes . 

It was unanimously resolved th<tt the follQwiug recommendations be 
made:-

1 .  '!'hat evet·y launch owner shall report to the Harhonr Master the 
nttmc of, and number of t.he certificate held h;v, every launch master and 
engineer enga.ged by him, within 48 hours of sueh engngement . 

2. That. every launch owner shall report to the Harbonr Master the 
name of, an cl B'llll Ler of certificate held hy, every !an nch maslt>r and 
engineer clischat•gecl by him, giving the reason for such disdmrge, wit.bin 
48 honrs of such di�cbr,rgc. 

o. 'rhn.t every launch ma.stet• ttttLl engineer, holding a. certificatt>, shall , 
1 1 11 engagement, procluco snch ccrtifieate to t h e  Harbonr Master, and shtLll 
pa.y a fee of fift.y cents for registration. 

4. Tllat every launch mastl'r ltlld rn:;ineer. sha\1, on discha.rgl', n!port 
such discharge to the Harbom Mttster wit.hin 48 hout·s of such d isch:trge , 
producing l:is certificate. 

5. '!'hat a record he kept in the HtHbonr M:tst.er's Office, setting forth 
the dates of each eng<tgeltlent awl discb:u-ge of e'tch certificated Lutneh 
master ttnd engineer, also, the reason of his dischargP, anu all complaints 
and charges ag(tinst him, a.nd the punishments awarded by the :!\Iarine or 
other Magistrnte or the Harhonr M aster. 

This record to be open to inspection by launch owners or their 
rep1·esentatives. 

A fee of fifty cents to he charged for registration of engngement. 

-1 
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It was pointed out by the Acting Harbour Master that this scheme 

would involve an increase in the clerica.l staff at the Harbour Office . 

Q 
Quarantine Restrictions. 

IIONG-Kmw Gr-NEHAI. Cn.unmrt oF Co�!M KRCE, 
Iloxl;KONG, 12th l:ieptemher, 1900. 

SIR,-I am instructed by my Committee to ask you to be good enough 

to brin"' t.!J the notice of His Excellency the Governor the fMt that tbe 
0 1' Bubonic Plague is no longer epidemic in the Colony,-t.he few spm·a( 1c 

cases are decreasing-and to beg that he will, as soon as practicable, give 

instructions for the issue of n. clean bill of health to t.he port, t.o the end · 

that the modified quarantine r�strictions still imposed by Singapot·e an1l 

other places against it may he removed.-! have, &c., 

H. CILATTERTON WILCOX, Secretary. 

Hon.  F. H. M.u, c.1rJ;., Acting Colonial Secretary. 

Cor.oNIAL SECRE'rARY's OFFICE, 

HONGKONG, I 4t.h SepternbeJ·, 1900. 

SIR,--1 am directed to acknowledge the receipt of your letter of the 

12th instant, and t.o inform you that the Medical Officer of Health will 

issue a clean bill of health to the port as soon as seven consecntive days 

have passed without the occurrence of a case of plague, this being the 

usual practice.-! have, &c., 

F. H. MAY, Act .. Colonial Secreta1·y. 

The SECRETARY TO THE CHA:UUEit oF CoMMERCE. 

HoNGKONG GENERAL CH. Umlm OF CmnmncE, 

HoNGKONG, 24th October, 1 900. 

SIR,-Atlverting to my letter of the 12th ultimo on the subject of 

granting a clean bill of health to this port, I am instructed by my 

Committee to again bring the question to the consideration of the 

Government. 

.... 
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It is now considerably more thlt.n a month since the plague ceased to 

be epidemic, but isolated sp01·adic cases continue to occur, at intervals, and 
it seems possible that if the practice hitherto ruling be insisted upon, viz., 
that seven consecutive day� pass without a case of plague occurring, the 
date when the port can be declared free from infection may be indefinitely 
post.poned. 

The Committee are given to understantl that Swatow ba3 Leen 
declared by the Straits Govern ment free from infection, though it is quite 
possible that sporadic ca,ses lllay still occur there. May it not be fairly 
concluded that a port is only infected when a disease is epidemic there ? 

Will you ue good cnou;;h to bring to the attention of His Excellency 

the Governor the enormous loss tha.t these quarantine restrictions, which 
the Committee respectfully submit are now quite unnecessary, are causing 
to ship-owners anti merchants as well as to trade generally, ;md ask him to, 
if possible, ta.ke steps to bring about their cessation ?-I have, &c., 

R. C H .ATTERTON WILGOX, Secretal'Y· 
Hon. CoLONIAl. �k:C!tET.on:. 

UoLONIAL SEcHETARY's 0l'Jo'ICE, 
HoNGKONG, 7th Kovember, 1900. 

SIR,-In reply to your letter of the 24th ultimo, I am directed to 

inform you that the Government fully sympathises with the views of 

the Chamber regarding the loss ca.used to Merchants and Shipowners 
by a rigid adherence to the terms of the Venice Convention, by which 
ten days (not seven, as stated in your letter) must elapse without the 
occurrence of a case of plague before clean bills of health can be issued to 
this port. I am to iufot·m you, however, that this Government has been 
legally advised that as the Colony has joined the Convention it must 
adhere without reserve to all its terms. The Colony was urgeu by the 
Secretary of St:1.tc for the Colonies and by the unanimous recommendation 
of the Sanitary Board to enter into the number of those who were partieii' 
to the Tt·eaty, and any failure to observe its rcstrietions would probably 
meet with disapproval. 

2. I am glad, however, to · inform you that the Goverument has just 
been informed that teu dear days have now elapsed without a co.se of 
plague, and His Excellency has ordet·ed clean bills of health to be issued to 

...... 
--------------------��----�-------------- -- --- -- ---�-- �-- -- -- -- -- --1 
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the port at once.--;1 have, &c., 

J. H. STEW ART LOCKHA!H.T, 

Colonial Secretary. 

The Secretary to the l' u.uli:J:l: oF Cu�DIEltt:E. 

The Publication of Quarantine Regulations. 

HoNmWN!;, 1 4tb January, 1 90 1 .  
D S Y ·e d )u' tless aw·tre that sevcml steamers which 

EAl� IR - OU U.l ! U < ' 

have lately an:iveu from Singapore have heen fined in smns varyiu
.
g from 

$25 to $250 for neglecting to ho1st the yellow flag and to pr�ceed
. 

du
:
er.t to 

l t. 1 ora"e as required Ly a Government NohficatlOn tssued 
t 10 qnaran me a.nc 1 " · 

• • • 

on the 28th November last. We believe we are uorreot 111 saymg that
.
th1s 

Notification was published only iu the Government Gazette, and to tlus IS 

to be attrihutell the fact of its escaping general attention, as shown by the 

cases of unintentional infringement, to which we have refcl'red. 
. 

'Ve feel that heavy fines inflicted under such circumstltnces constttutc 

1 · a11d we bes[Jeak therefore the good offices of the 
lL very rea gnevance, . . . . . 
Cha.mber in representing to the Go;ernmcnt the desJrabihty

. 
of giving 

gre<�ler publicity to . notices of sud1 an important nature. Tl.11s c�uld Le 

tlone either by special intimation through ihc Cham bet• or by advertisement 

· f the loc·•l newspal)Crs which are more generally read than 
111 one or more o " 

tbe Government G<\zette.-We are, &c., 

JARDINE, MATHESON & Co., General Mana.gers, 

I11uo-China Steam Na.vigation Co., Ld. 

BUT'fERFIELD & SWIRE, Agents, 

China Na.vigation Co., Ld. 

A. M. MARSHALL, AcLiug Superintemhmt, 

P. & 0. S. N. Co. 

BRADLEY & Co., Agents, Shan Steamers. 

R. CtiATT�:rnox WILcox, Esq., l;ccretnry, GEx�:RAL UuA�IBEI� Ol•' UoM

�IERc�:. 

...... 
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HoNGKONG Gr•:N�mAL CHA�mER OE UolmEnCE, 

HoNGKONG, 22nd Jannnry, 190 1 .  
Sm,-Tbe cases o f  certain steamers recently fined b y  the Police 

Magistrate fot• neglecting to hoist the yellow tlag and to proceed 'direct to 

to the quarantine anchorage as required by a Government Notificatiou 

issued on the 28th November last, have received the attention of my 

Committee, who feel persuaded that the infringem�nt of the law was not 

only unintentional but was also clue to no default of the commanders of 

the respective vessels. It is evident that a fine can only properly be imposed 

when it is clear that the mastet· of a Vel.'sel has wilfully disregarded the 

Government Regulations, and ignorance could hardly be pleaded had 
reasonable publicity been given to those l'egulations. But in practice what 

really takes placer A steamer anives at Singapore aucl in UHHlY instances 

stays there only long enough to coal and then proceeds on ber voyage. If 

the consignee is aware of the quamntine imposed be will inform the master, 

who of course will a.Lide thereby. But what is the position of the master 

who has no consignee and no agents ? It is manifest that tbt·ough no fault 

of his own be will be fined by the Magistrate in Hongkoug for not hoisting 

the yellow flag and proceeding to the quat·anLine anchorage. To expose a 

mastel' and his owners to fine under such circumstances seems to the 

Committee both vexatious and unjust. They are also of opinion that. 

considering the special circumstances under which the fines :�bove referred 

to were inflicted, they have good grountl for asking His Excellency the 

Govemor to eithet· remit them altogether or reduce them to a nominal 

amount. 

At the same time, Lelieving that it is far from the desire of the 

Government to augment the number of State created offences, the 

Committee beg respectfully to suggest that greater publicity should in 

future be given to such im porta ut notifications than the mere publication 

thereof in the pages of the " Gove1·nmtmt Gazette," which has a. very 

limited circulation. Notice might Le inserted in the local daily papers, and 
the Harbour Authorities at Singapot'fl should be requested to inform 

masiet·s of vessels bound for this port of all qu::�.rantine regulations against 

vessels leaving that Colony. That migh t  readily be done by handing them 

printed slips containing any new quarantine regulations.-! have, &c., 

H. CHATTEl{'fON vVILCOX, Secretary. 

Hon. CoLONIAL SECRJ,;TARY. 

1 



I 
1 1 ' ' 

\ !  
I !  I 

No. 263. 

[ 86 J 

R 
Cor"oNIAL SEeR�: TAttY's 0FFrm;, 

HoNGKONG, 4th Febnuwy, 1901. 

SIR,-In reply to your letter of the 22nd ultimo, respecting the 

publicati�n of the quar(l.ntine regulations in Hongkong, I am directed to 

inform you that, in view of the fact that a telegram was sent on the 28th 

Novel!lber to the Colonial Secretary of the Straits Settlements, to the 

effect that Singapore bad been declared an infected port and that all 

vessels arriving here from that port must go into quarantine anchorage, 

and that a notification was duly published in the Gazette, a C')PY of wllich 

is regula.rly sent to the Cllarnber of Commerce,
_ 

His Excellency the 

Governor cannot consider that the notict given was insufficient. 

I am to add that it would appear to be one of the first duties of those 

connected with shipping to make themselves acquainted with the 

Government publications in the authot·ized Gazettc.-I have, &c., 

J. H. STEWART LOCKHA.RT, Colonial Secreta1·y. 

The Secretary, CHAMBER OF Co1tDIEHCE. 

lloNGKONG GENERAL CnA:UBElt OF CmBJ.ER(;E, 

HoNGKONG, 9th February, 1 90 1 .  

Sm,-Sevcral steamers recently arriving from Singapore having been 

lleavily fineu by the Police Magistrate for neglecting to hoist the yellow 

flag on arrival and proceeding <lirect to the quarantine anchorage through 

ignorance of the fact that Singapore had been declared an infected port 

by the Hongkong Government, my Committee woulu be glad to learn 

ftoom you what publicity was given at your port to the notification sent to 

the Colonial Secretary of the St1·aits Settlements on the 28th November 

bst. 

The masters of the va.1·ious vessels fined for breach of the quarantine 

regulations ple(l.ded that it was an involuntary offence, inasmuch as they 

had received no intimation at Singapore that the port bad been declal'Cd 

infected by Hongkong. If this be the case, it seems to my Committee most 

uurcasvnable to hold nmsters responsible fot• contravention of regulations 

the existence of which was unknown to them. 

The Committee will be glad, therefore, if your Committee can see 

their way to assist them with the above information, and would be further 

indebted if your Chamber could induce the Government of the Straits 
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Settlements to instruct the Harbour Authorities at Singapore to keep 
masters of 

,
vessels leaving port informed of any new quat·antine regulations 

that may affect them.-I am, &c., 

R OHATTERTON WILCOX, Secretary. 

ALEx. ,J. Gu��. Esq., Sc<�retary, Sr�GAPORF. CnA :\!RitR OI•' Co:u�umctc. 

HoNGKONG GI�N�:R.u. Cu.umElt OF Co)mERCE, 

HoNGKONG, 1 1 th February, 1901. 

Sm,-I beg leave to acknowledge receipt of your letter (No. 263) of 

the 4th instant, replying to this Oha.mber's representatiom; regarding the 

publication of quarantine regulations in Hongkong, to the effect that His 

Excellency the Governor cn.nnot consider that the notice given was 

insufficient. 

While admitting that the notification was duly published m the 

Government Gazette, the Committee still mn.iutain that such publication 

would not necessarily reach the master of a steamer passing through 

Singapore on his way to Hongkong. It is a common practice for steamers 

to call at. Singapo1·e for a few hours only in order to coal, and unless there 

is a carefully organised system observed in Singapore to inform shipmasters 

of any regulations that may affect them, it is certain tbitt ma.ny must go to 

sea in ignorance of them. When quarantine is imposed in Hongkong o n  

vessels arriving from Singapore there i s  no doubt the Hongkong agents as 

a rule wire the f(l.ct to the agents iu Singapore, who, in tum, inform. the 

masters of vessels consigned to them; but some steamers bound for this 

port and China passing through Singapore have no ageut.s or consignees 

there, especially those canyiug coal from Cardiff, and these are liable to 

fine on arrival here. The reasoua.b}e course would seem to he that the 

Harbour Master in Singapore should send a pl'inted notification of 
quarantine here on bo.�rd each stcamer.-I have, &c., 

R. CHATTERTO.N WILCOX, Secretm'''· 

Hon. CoLONIAl. SECRETARY. 

No. 32:\. Cor.oNur. SEcrn:TAHY's OFFICE, 

liONGKONG, 1 1 th Fehrunry, 190 1 .  

SIR,-In continuation o f  m y  letter of the 4th instant, I am directed to 

forward for the information of your Committee the enclosed copy of a 



" I I 
I !  I 1 1 ' I 

\ I  

1 1  

[ 88 J 
R 

letter from the Acting Colonial Secretary of the Str:tits Settlements da.ted 

the 28th ultimo.-I have, &c., 

J. H. STEW A.RT LOCK HART, Coloni11.l Secretary. 

The SF.crn:TARY, T m: CII.\)tRF.R OF CO)D!ER.CK. 

Colonial Secrettwy's OfflCe, 

Singapore, 28th .Jnnn:wy, 1901. 

Sir -The att.ention of the Officer Administering the Govet·nment 

hnvinrr 
'
been drll.wn to !1.11 ttccotmt of the trial of the Captn.in of the �.S. 

"' 
9 1 · t t fo · breach of the Quamutme 

"Kmnsang" at Hougkong on the t I uls an ' r ' 
. . tb t th defendant alle<>'ed that 

Rules of that port, from wbtch 1t appe ars a e "' 

he hn.d 110 knowledge of the fact that the auth(>rities of H
.
ongkong bad 

. I d' ·ected by H1s Honour to 
declared Sinrrapore an mfecled port, am u 

o 
f h 28th November 

inform you that Oil the receipt of your telegram o t e 

h t' t h bv the Government of 
last notifyin g  this Government of t e ac 10n a '  n • 

. . 

Hon•rlwn"' immediate steps were t<tken to publish the tnformatiOn on the 
"" "'' 'fi t' t the same 

29th NovemlJer last, in the local newsp!\pers, n. uott ea lOll o 

'ttl tile G·,•zette issued on the f�Jllowing <lay.-1 have, &c., 
effect appearing • 

W. EoERTON, Acting Colonial Secret:\.l'y, 

Straits Settlements. 

The Hnnolll'r\hlP The Cnlonin.l Secrflt.:ny, Il ongkon :;!. 

s 
· 
Amoy and the Formosa Tea Trade. 

A�wY GENRRAL CHAMBER OF CoMMERCE, 

A�toY, 20t.h April, 1900. 

S I beo· leave to enclose copy of n. letter tlatecl ,'ltb instaut, 
IR,- o ' ' H . Ma.' estv's Minister at Tolno, on 

addressed to Sir E. Sa.tow, K.C.M.<t., er ) . . 

the subject of Tea Duties i n  Formosa. . . 

'rhe Chamber will be grateful to you if you can take any actlon m 

support (lt its representations.-· I
 am, &c., 

FRA.NCIS CA.SS, Chairn�an. 

R. M. GRAY, Esq., Chairman, 

llo;o<oKONr. GENF.RAL CHAMllER OF Cmun;RCL 

...... 

[ �9 J 

s 
Amoy Geneml Cha.mber of Commerce, 

Amoy, 5th April , 1900. 

Your ExeellencJ,-This Chamber begs to acknowledge receipt of yout· 

despatch <la.ted 18th Decemi•et· last, the contents of which have received 

carefnl consideration, ·�ud it has been resolved to again address you on the 

subject of export duties on teas shipped from Formosa. 

The complaint which this Chamber makes is that the Japanese 

Government since the Srd August last, despite the protests of shippers in 

Formosa, h!\s leviml an<l continues to levy a discriminating duty on 'reas 

shipped from Fot·mosa in the following W<ty :-

1. If shippec.l ?•itZ Japa.n for the Uuited States and Em·,)pe a. levy callP.cl 

a " Harbont• Ta.x" of Yen LOO per picul is made. This te•t can then Le 

exported from .Japa.n without further pn.ymeut of duty. 

2. If sh ipped to the United States and Europe vi,i, a.uy port in China 

or via Hongkong o1· elsewhere, other tlmn Japa.n, an export duty of Yen 

1 .60 pet· picul is levied. 

If r;hippc•i via Hongkong n.ncl Jrtpan fot• the Unite<l States and Europe 

the duty of Yen 1.60 is still charged. 'rhus lMking the duty clearly one 

on a. particuh\r route. 

It is true, a.s you point out, that. the difference is Lut 60 sen per picul ,  

but the Chamber submits that the a.ctLu\1 amount is not so much the point 

as the principle involved, which if allowed to pass uncomuated, len.ves no 

safeguard Lha.t the difference ma.y ll(lt he accentull ted unt.il British 

shipping a.nd the choice of the Suez route are handicapped out of existence. 

British merchants in Amoy are vitally i uteresteu in the Formosa tea 

tmde, it hav ing been developed uy them from absolutely uothin� under 

the Chinese sovereignty of thP. Island. Hitherto Amoy has been the em .  

porium o f  Fonnos<\ ttlas, whence they are shipped to the United States and 

Europe, and to Java <tnd t.he Straits, noue bei ng consuu1ed in J<tpan alHt 

pract.icn.lly uone in Chin<t eit.bet·. Amoy is t.be neMest p<>rt to Fot·mos;t 

available for oceau steamers, antl th>� m1tives euga�t!ll in the tmd� rne all 

from Amoy. vVith th�se adv;tnlit.�t's Amoy merch!tnts might natnmlly 

look to m<tintaiuin�; their position, pt·ovided equal export duties are levied 

on shipments from Fornto&n. no matter what the destiu:�tion may he. 

In the statement. above presented to you there is a clt>ar case of injus

tice to Hri•,ish merchants, whose tra1e, after some 30 yen.rs of building up, is 

threatened by means of diseriminating dnties in favour of a particulat· route. 
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With the near approach of the tea season your kind assistance is 

ur"'ently asked to the end that the JapanestJ Government mtty be induced :> , 
to remove the discriminating element in these duties.-I have, &c., 

FRaNCIS CAss, Chairman. 

His Excellency Sir Ernest Satow, x.c.M.G., Her Majesty's Envoy Extraor

dinary and Ministet· Plenipotentiary, Tokyo. 

HoNGKOXG GENERAl, CHAMBER oF Co::�mERcE, 

HONGIWNG, 28th April, 1900. 

SIR,-Referring to previous correspondence on the question of the 

imposition by the Formosan Government of a disct·imina.ting duty on teas 

shipped from Formosa to the United States or Europe, via Chinese ports 

or Honakon.,. this Ch!tmber is in receipt of a fmtber commnnication from 0 t':l' 
the Amoy Cha�mber of Commerce stating that this duty is still h�ing levied, 

in spite of protests on the subject. 

I am, therefore, instructed to submit to your Excellency that the 

principle of imposing a va�iable duty on different routes is a distinct in

fringetnent of paragraph 2 of Article VIII of the Treat.y of 1894, which 

provides for the perfect equality of tre(ttment of articles of export, what

ever the route or place of destination, ar.d to express the llope that you will 

be able to induce the Japanese Government to relinquish the attempt to 

divert the export of Fom10san teas from the channel it has for so ma.ny 

years tttken, and which has proved most convenient to those enga.ged in 

the trade.-1 have, &c., 

H. M .  G HAY, Chairman. 
To His Excellency Sit· E. SATOW, K.c.M.G. , 

H.B.M.'s MinistE-r Plenipotentiary, Tokyo. 

HoXGI\.ONG GENEIUI. CuA�mER OF co�rmmcE, 

HoNGIWNG, :30th April, 1900. 

SIR -I have the honom· to forward herewitl1, for the information of ' 

His Excellency the Officet· Administering the Government, copy in dupli-

cate of a despatch ttdclressed to H. E. Sir Ernest Satow, H. B.M.'s Minister 

Plenipotentin.ry in Japa.n, on the subject of the disct·iminating duty imposed 

h.v t.he Formosan Government on the export of teas shipped from FMmosa 

..... 
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to the United States or Europe, vi(Z Chinese ports or Hongkong.- I have, 

&c., 

H .  CH ATTERTON WILOOX, Secretnt·_y. 

To Honoumble I<'. H. i.\Ll..Y, c.M.G., AcnNG CoLONIAL SECRE'raRY. 

CoLONiar, SECRETARY's OFFICE, 

HoNOKONG, Gth 1\Iay, H)UO. 

SIR,-I am directed to acknowledge the receipt of your letter of the 
:30th ultimo, enclosing copy of a letter to Her Britannic :Majesty's Mini stet· 

in Japan, on the subject of the disc1·iminating duty imposed by the Forrno

sa.n Goverumeut on teas shipped to foreign ports, <tu cl to inform you that. 

a copy of your enclosure has been forwarded to the Secretary ·of State for 

the Colonies.-! have, &c., 

F. H. MAY, Actiug Colouifd Secretary. 

The SECRETARY, CrummH oF CO)IMERCE. 

HoNl�KONG GENERAL CH.DJUER OF Co:miEHCE, 

HoNGKONG, 7th Mny, 1900 . 

SIR, -In tl113 press of work ou the eve of out• annual meeting, I inad

vertently omitted to acknowledge receipt of yout· esteemed letter of the 

20th ultimo, enclosing copy of a despatch addressed to H.B.M.'s Minister 

in Japan o n  the subject of tea duties i n  Formosa. 

I now beg to enclose herewith copy of a letter addressed by this 

Chamber to H. E. Sit• Emest Satow in support of your Chamber's repre

sentations, which my Committee trust may help to forward t h e  object in 

view.-1 am, &c., 

H. UHATTEHTOI\ WILCOX, ::;ccretary. 

J. J. DuNNE, Esq. , Secretary, 

AMoY CHAMBER oF CoMMERCE. 

BRITISH L�;GATION, 

ToKYo, 8th May, lDOO. 

SIR,-1 have to ackuowledge the receipt of your letter of the 28th 

ultimo, addressed to Sir Ernest Satow, in further reference to the question 

of the discriminating export duties charged i n  Formosa ou teas exported 
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·vici Clllinese ports ftnu Hongkong. 

In l'eply I lH�g leave to inforul you that the t!Ut'Stiou is still unuer dis-

cussion between Her Majesty's Gonrnment and the Government of Japan, 

and that before his del'arture on leave of a.bsence, Sir Ernest Satow ad

dressed a further coll)munication to the Japanese Minister for Foreign 

Affairs on the subject, to which there has not yet Leen time to receive a 

reply. 
I may adu tllat Sir Erne�t Sitlow informeu the Chairman of the Amoy 

ChamlJel' of Commerce in this sense on the 18th ultimo.-! have, &c., 
J. B. WHITEHEAD. 

'l'he Chairman, 
Hmw.Hi.ON.G CHalllBER oF CoMMERCE. 

A11roY GENERA-L CHAMBER oF CoMliiERCE, 

AMoY, 4th June, 1900. 

Sm,-I beg to acknowledge receipt of your esteemed letter of 7th 

ultimo, enclosing copy of a despat.eh addressea by your Chamber to 

H.B.M.'s Minister in Tokyo, in connection with tea duties in Formosa, and 

the Chamber begs to th<tnk you for the support you have given it in its 

representations o n  this snbjt>et. · 

I now Leg to hand you herewith a copy of a despatch received by this 

Chamber from H. E. Sir Ernest Satow, and a copy of the Chamber's reply 

to the same.-I r�m, &.c. ,  
J. P. WINGA'rE, Seeretary. 

R. C. '\VxLcox, Esq., Secretary, 
Ilo�uKoNG GE�El:AL C:�t A�IllEL: oF Co:�Dn: m;E. 

[Enclosures.] 
Briti8h Legation, 

'J'okyo, 1 8th April, 1900. 

Sir,-1 Leg lo aekuowleJge receipt of your lctler of 5th instant, with 

reference to the export Juties on tea. shippeJ from Formosa, auJ to state 

to you, in reply, that the question is still untlcr tliscussion Letween Her 

Majesty's Government and that of Japan, auu that I am unable to give 

you 11ny more definite answer at the present moment. I should be glad to 

]mow whether, i n  the applications to the Tamsui Customs for export per-
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mits for Formosa tea, it is described as being i:ihippeu to A.moy simply, or 
to Gt·eat Britain or a British Colony, as the ease 111ay be, vitZ Amov. I 
would suggest that, if the latter wordiug were adopted,' the fa.ct of differ
ential treatment would be more ap[ntrent. You will of course understam1 
that it is only on behalf of tea, the ultimate destination of which is Great 
Britain, the Crown Colonies, or such of the Colonies enumerated in Article 
XIX. of tbe Treaty of 1894 as have adhered thereto, that Her Majesty's 
Government would be in a position to make representations to the Japa
nese Government, the tea destined to the United States being an American 
interest.--I have, &c., 

Frnncis Oass, Esq., Chairman, 
Amoy Chamber of Commerce. 

ERN EST SA TOW. 

Amoy General Chamber of Commerce, 
Amoy, 30th May, 1900. 

Yom· Excellency,--1 htwe the honour to acknowledge receipt of your 
uesp<ttch of 18th April. 

In ro!Jly to you1· inqniry as to whether, in the applications to tbe 
Tttmsui Customs for export penuits for l!'ormo�a tea, it is desl•riLed as 
being shipped to Amoy simply or to Great Britain or a British Colony, the 
Chamber slates that it has every reason to believe that the m ajority of thl> 
application s  on outward cargo, whieh suffers from the differential tax, are 
made for Amoy andjor Hongkong, its ultimate destination not being des
cribed. As a matter of faet the ultimate destination is oftentimes only 
decided in Amoy or Hongkong. The cargo finds its way ultimately to 
Great Britain, Straits Settlements, the Colonies, the United States, the 
Continent of Europe, China and Japan, and 80 per cent. or more is han
dled by British merchants, no matter what its final destination may be. 
'l'he trade route established in the year 1858, when Flll'mosa ports were 
opened to Foreign trade, was for shipment of Forlllosa produce to foreign 
countries vid, Amoy and/ or Hougkoug. An immense amount. of B1·itish 
capital has been sunk iu establishing that. route and it is a di:ffereuti!�l tax 
against it that tbiOJ Chambe1· feels it most justly, complains of as being 
unjust and distinctly contrary to Treaty. The Chamber feels that British 
me1·chants should be allowed to choose their own route of sbi pment with-
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out having to pay an extra t.a.x fot· so doing. To comiJel them to ship vi.� 

Japan, in order to avail themselves of a rcuuced duty if they Jo so, seems 

to Le a grave injustice and is so regarded by the other Chambers in China. 

-I have, &c., 
FRANCIS CABS, Chairmn.n. 

His Excellency Sir El'llcst St�tow, K.c.nt.o., 

H.B.M.'s Envoy Extraordinary & Minister 

Plenipotentia.ry, Tokyo. 

T 
Nomination of Member to Legislative Council. 

[No. 44/G.] GovERNMENT HousE, 

HoNGKONG, 8th June, 1900. 

SIR,-With reforeuce to my letter No. 23/G. of the 17th April, 1 have 

the honour to inform you that owing to the resignation of Mr. Hcrbert 

Smith there is again a tempomry va.cancy on the Legislative Council which 

should be filled by au unofficial member representing the interests of the 

Chamber of Commerce, !tnd to request you to call a. meeting of the Cham

ber for the purpose of selecting a candidate for the vacan t seat and submit

ting his name for my approval.-1 have, &c., 

W. J. GASCOIGNE, Major-General , 

Administering the Government. 

·The Chairman, CHAMBER oF CoMMERCE. 

H o:olf: KON<< GENERAL CHAlli.IER o F  ColDli:: HC E, 
H oNGIWNG, l l th June, 1900. 

Sm,-I have the honour to acknowledge receipt of your letter 

(No. 44jG.) of the 8th inst<tnt, informing this Chamber that, owing to the 
resignation of Mr. Hcrbert Smith, there is again a temporary vacancy o n  

the IJegislative Council, and requesting that a meeting o f  the Chamber 

should be convened for the purpose of selecting a ea ndidate for the vacant 

seat. 

Your Excellency's letter has been laid before the Committee, who iu 
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response thereto have called a special meeting of the Members for the 
purpose on Monday, the 18th instant, and t-he result of which will be 
promptly communicatcJ.-I have, &c., 

R. O H ATTERTON WILOOX S t , • ecre :w_r. 
His Excellency Major-Geneml GAscorG NE, c,l\I,G., 

Administering the Government. 

HOXGKONG GENERAl. CIIAliBER OF CO)DIERCE, 

HoNGKONG, 18th J nne, 1900. 

SIR,-I have the honour to announce, for the informat-ion of His 
Excellency the Officet· Administel'ing the Government, that at a Special 
General Meeting of the Chambet·, hel•l n.t 3 o'clock p.m. to-day, Mr. John 
Thurlmrn, of the Mercantile Bank of rndin, Ltd., was elected, by 52 votes 
to 28 recorded for Mt·. Francis, Q.C., as the Chamber's nominee for t-he 
seat at the Legislative Council rendered vacant by the resignation of Mr. 
Herbert Smith . 

In connection wit-h the above nomination I bell' to band you the 

following papers :-
" 

1.-A copy of the notice convening the meeting. 

2.-A list of the members present. 

3.-The names of the candidates and those of their proposers n.nd 

seconders. 

I ha\·e, &c., 

R. CIIATTEirt'ON WILCOX, St>cretnr,·. 

The Hon. AcTING Cor.ONIAL SECRETARY. 

Names of Candidates an<l of thei1• P.roposel'.� and Seco1ule'I·�.
Hon. R. M. GRAY yroposed-
Mr. C. Vv. DrcKSON seconcled-

Mr. J. 'rHu&BURN. 

Mr. G. W. Pr.AYFAIR ,p1·oposecl

Mt·. D. R. CRAWFORD seconclecl-
Mr . .T, J. Fr.ANcrs, Q.C. 

-
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J. THURBURN 

J. J. FRANCIS 

[ 96 ] 
T 

Votes. 

52 
28 

Majority fot· J. THURBURN 24 

[No. 1 101.] CoLONIAL s�cCRETARY'S 0J<'FICE, 

HONGKONG� 19th June, 1 900. 

S1�,-I am directed by the Officer Admi�istering the Government to 

acknowledge the receipt of yout· letter of the 18th instant stating that at a 

meeting held on that day the Chamber of Commerce bad selected Mr. 

John Thurburn to be theit· temporary representative on the Legislative 

Council, and I am directed to inform you that His Excellency has been 

pleased to appoint Mt•. Thurbmn provisionally and subjecL to Her Ma

jesty's pleasure to be an Un-officia.l Member of the Legislative Council, 

dnriu<7 the absence on }e,�ve of the Honourable T. H .  Whitehead,:_! h:\ve, "' 
&c., 

F. H. �1A Y, Act. Col. Secretary. ' 
The SECRETARY, CHAMBER OF Co)D!ERCE. 

Nomination of Rep1•esentative to the Legislative Council. 

A special general meeting of the Hongkong General Chamber of 

Commerce was held in the Chamber Rooms, OiLy Hall, on Monday after

noon, the 18th June, to nominate a member of the Chamber to take the 

place of the Hon. Herbert Smith on the Legislative Council during the 

absence on leave from the Colony of the Hon. T. H. Whitehead. The Hon. 

R. M .  Gray occupied the ch;Lir, and tbere were present. :-Messrs. H. M. 

Bevis, A. lhupt, A. l'l'I. Marshttll, R. I,. Richardsou, 0. S. Sharp, N. A. 

Siebs (Committee),  R. C. Wilcox (Secretary), R. Lemke, W .  S .  Bailey, 

G. H. Potts, P. Brewitt, D. R. Law, B. Byramjec, P. Saehse, D. Setna, 

Hon. C. P. Ohaiet·, c.Jir.G., Messrs. W. Danby, E. Shellim, V. H. Deacon, 

G. H. Meuhurst, J. J. Francis, Q.c., H. W. Slade, D. Haskell, J. A. Mackay, 

Ho Fook, Ho Tung, J. Hindekoper, T. F. Hongb, W. G. Humphreys, W. 

M .  \Vatson, C. W. Dickson, H. J. G edge, P. Jordan, J.  H. Lewis, G. P. 

Lammert, D. R. Ct•fl.wford, 0. Wegener, F. Mnithtnd, J. M. Beattie, G. 
Atzeuroth, E .  H .  Hinds, Jas. McKie, A. R. Marty, Cha.n Kwai Oheong, 

... 
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F. Arjanee, H. N. Mody, H. Prict', H. Koek, E. C. Ray, A. H. Rennie, R. 
Fuhrmann, E. Robinson, R. Bccker, D. lVI. Moses, A .  J. Raymond, E. H. 

Melbye, G. 0. Moxon, G. R. St'lvens, Jr., G. Stewart, M. Mehta, \.Voug 
Fook, W. Melchers, J. C. Bergendahl, L. Berindoagtw, D. \V. Craddock, 
W. J. Gresson, T. E. Sansom, G. L. Toml in, W. Cruickshank, H. P. 
Wad�1an, H. Schottlacnder, G. T. Veitch, A. 3�elton Hoope1·, D. Gillit>s, 
J. Thurbum, G. de Chan1peaux, G. W. F. Playfai1·, L. Suidter, W. G. 
Saunders, S. Choh, and C. L. Got·ham. 

The Secretary having read the notice convenin" the meetinr. U 01 

The Chairman said it wu.s hardly two months since the m embers of 
the Cbamber were C<�lled together to nolllinate a gentlem:Ln to fill the 
vacaucy ou the I,cgi�lative Council caused by Mr. \'Vhitehcad's departure 
for home on leave, when t.hey unanimously sl'lectec1 l\11-. Herbert Smith. 
That gentleman bad since quite u nexpectedly resigned tbe seat, much to 
their regret, and left f,>r England, and now they wrt·e called upon to elect 

anotber representative. Aftt•r reading the lettet· from His Excellencv 
the Officer Administering the Government, askinJ · tlmt a meeting ;f 

the Chamber should be callt>d to fill up the vacancy, the Clu�iJ:ma.n· 
continued :-I now have to propose as representative for this Clmm
ber in the Legislative Council, during the absence of Mt. \'Vhitehe,tll 
Mt·. John 'rburbmn,- (appl<wse)-Manager of the �'Icrcant.ile Bank o� 
Indi:t, anJ I feel that it is not necessary for me to say m<we thau a few 
won�s on his behalf. Mr. Thurbnm hns beeu in his present position h•>re 
fot· over twenty yc:trs and is well kuown to you ,tiJ. He has ta.ken J>ttrt. in 
nn·ions commissions instit.nted l.oy the Govcrnlllent, an1l has ot herwise 
shown his interest in puLlic m::ttll'fS on various oecasi\lns. He will, I :tm 
sure, spea.k out antl to the poiut iu Conncil, when he sees the nocessitv of 
doing so. l\'Iy long experienea on the Committee of thi� Chamber, a.ml the 
inter�st I have taken in its pruceedin;:l'il I think ent.iLle me to n.u expression 

of opinion·-which is, tba.t the present �tatus an(l influt•nce of this Cham

ber are due to its proceedings ha.ving been tlireeted alto�ether by respon

sible men eng-aged in commerce. I am strongly of opinion tha.t the pbin 
unvarnished tale of :\ commet·cial man will do more to furtuer your inter
ests in the Legislative Council than n.ny a.mount o£ rhet.orie, and I, there

fore, have now much pleasn•·e in pr�posmg, as your represent11tive for the 

time being in the Legislative Co11ncil, Mr. John Thurburn. (Applnuse.) 



r· 

11 

i I I 

I I 1 1 , I I I ' I 
I 

· i  i 

l 

' 
I I I 
I 

[ 98 ] 

T 
Mt·. C. W. Dickson, in seconding, said he endorsed all the remarks 

made by the Chairman in reference to Mr. Thurburn. Fl'om the position 

Mr. Thurburn had occupied in the Colony for many years, he was sure be 

was well aware of the requirements of the community and he cotJsidered 

him well fitted in every wn,y to act. as the represe11tative of the Cbam ber on 

the LegislA.tive Council. (Applause.) 

Mt·. G. W. F. Playfair said:-I beg to propose that Mt·. J. J. 

Francis, Q.c., be elected to represent this Chamber on the Legislative 

Council. For more years than most of us have resided here Mt·. Fra.ncis 

has beeu closely identified with every public question in this Colony and 

is eminently fitted to expt·ess the views of the Chambet·. Your represen

tative shonld be one who has not only a thorough grasp of our local poli

tics but should also be one who cau clearly and forcibly give expt·ession to 

his views. In Mr. Frnncis the Chamber would have oue whose na.tmal 
eloquence and acquired logical tmiuing peculiarly fit bim for the position 

fot· which I have the honou1· to solicit, your votes. With the extremely 

limited popular representation which is vouchsafed to this Colony it is all 

the more important that the Chamber's representat.ive should be the best 

mn.n to be g<>t i n  the Colony. He should be strong, thorongh, honest, and 

earnest in his solicitude for the public weal. He should give hearty sup

port n.nd encouragement to the Government in all their efforts for the 

amelioration of the social and commet·cial conditions of this Colony aud 

should equally and fearlessly re()ord his dissent should any n.ctiou be taken 

contrary to the views of the community, and finally that he should be 

quick-wit.tec.l, tactful, eloquent. All tbeso qual ities, gentlemen, I know 

you will find in Mr. Ft·ancis or I should not ask you, as I do now, to record 

your votes in his favour. (Applause.) 

Mr. D. R Crawford, in seconding, said he bad known Mr. Francis 

ever since he came into the Colony, and that was a few months after be 

arrived himself. He had watched his career since that time. They 

wanted a man who could speak his mind forcibly, ancl because many of 

them t�ought they wanted a little fighting blood on the Council he had 

much pleasure in seconding Mr. Francis. 

The Chairm::m :-Has any other gentleman any candidate to propose ? 

If not, we will at once proceed to ballot. 

Mr. Fmncis asked leave to say a few words hefore the ballot. Thay 
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were there to elect a representative iu place of Mr. Herbert Smith, whose 
abseuce they all regretted very much. If this appointment was an Louour, 
he asked them to confer that honour upon hiw, notwitbstandiug w1at his 
good friend the editor of the China Mail said iu his Saturday's issue, n.ud 
however gmclgingly that gentlema.n admitted that he bad done some service 
in the Colony ; if there were duties and reRponsibilities, uot merely honour 
attached to the occup11.tion of the post, he (Mr. Francis) placed himself 
confidently in their hands. (Applause.) · Mr. Fra.ncis then proceeded to 
det.ail his various qualifications for the honourable position. He tlicl not 
agt·ee with all that the Chairman bad sa.id anent Mr. Thurblll"n. He did 
not know if ever Mr. Tlturburn had taken part in any public question, 01• 

had spoken at any public meeting. He might be ever.vthing that Mr. 

Gray stated he was, huL the JUain question fot· the Chamber was to appoint 

a. man who would represent the public opinion of the Colony on que>stions 

connected with finu.nce, with the policy in China, witb the policy of the 

Government in Hongkong, with local interests and in connection with 

legislation. 

The ballot papers were then distributed, and on the votes being 

counted the Chairman read out the result as follows :-

Mr. THURBURN. . .  52 

Mr. FR.A.Ncrs . 28. 
He, therefore, declared Mr. Thurburn duly elected. 

Mr. Thurburn in acknowledging the compliment, said : -Gentlemen, 

I have now only to thank you for the honour which you have done me in 

electing me as the representative of the Chamber on the Legislative Couil

cil. I have only got to say that I shall look after the interests of the 

Chamber to the Lest of my ability. I can do no more. I haYe uothing 
more to say. (Applause.) 

'fhe Chairman :-'fhat termiuateR the proceeuings. 

u 
The French Customs Tariff and Colonial Products. 

[ �o. 908.J CoLONIAL �ECltETAHY':; o�-FI(.;E, 
HONGKONG, 22ud May, 1900. 

Sm,-I am directed to transmit for the information of the CharuLer 
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the eucloscd copy of a Circular Despatch from the Secretary of State for the 

Colonies covering correspondGt}(;e regarding clmuges in the Freneh Customs 

Tariff, and to enquire whether tile Olmmuer desires to nt:tkc ::my remarl>s 

un the subject. -: I lmve, &t�., 

F. II. �1 .-\. Y, Acting Colonial �ecretnt·y . 

The �ecretary, Tu£ CHA)JllElt 01' co�DlER(;E. 

Circu lar. Dowu iug �trect , 

27th March, 1 900. 

Sir,-I have the honou r to tmusmit to you copies of letters from Lhc 

For()ign 01lice regarding certain changes in the Fnmch Customs Tariff and 

the concessions which the French Goverument a.re prepareil ultimately to 
make in exehange for the equivalent admntages to be given tu French 

products ; ani! I lmve to request that you will carefully consider these pro

posals aud inform me whether you wish any represeu ta.tions to be made to 

the French Government on behalf of the Colony under your govemm ent .-

I have, &c., 

J. CHAMBERLAIN. 
The Officer Administering the Government of Hongkong. 

Foreign Oflicc, 

l!,ebruary 5�11, HJOO. 

Sir,-! mu directed by the Marquclss of Salisuury to tmnsmit to you 

a copy of a. verual commu nication made uy the French Ambassador on the 

31st ultimo, respecting a proposeLl change in the French Customs Ta.riff in 

the case of Coffee, Cocoa and other simil<tr Colonial products aud the con

cessions which the French Government are prepared to make under the 

new law in favour of Brit.ish Colonial prodn.cts, <"tu d  subsequen tly in a 

more definitive manner in exchange for equivalent advantages for certain 

]'rem;h products. 

I am to request that Lord Salisbury may be favoured with the obser-

vations of the Secretary of State for the Colonies, on these proposals.-! 

am, &c , 

MaRTIN GossELIN. 

The Under Secretary of State, Colonial Office. 
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D'apre� ltt loi do11aniere net.uellemcut eu viguenr en fmnce, 1111 c<.:rt.ain 
uomhre de pro;! nits qualifies de " J>curees colonialc� de con,:omma�iou " (uo
tammcnt le cafe, �e cuca.o, le,; epice�, &e.) tiont uuiformement taxes, (plCIIO ([HO :;oit leur provenance, �an� i'aire de distinctiou <.:ntrc le tarif geueml et le 
tarif minimum. 

Cette loi va etre tuodifiee ut il y aura pour ces denree� colouialcs u n  ' 
tarif tninimnm qui ,;em le tarif ael'llellemcnt eu vigucur, et uu tarif general 
qui sern de lOO pour I 00 plus elcYe. 

l\Inis aux terms dn projet tic loi, le ponYoir execu tif rccoit, pour uue pe
riodc de 2 IIUH, la facu )te tl'aCt:Ol't\()1' de �a. SCUIC autorife, )e IJeueficc UC:i t:LXCS 
minimn. 

En raitiou <les important� iuterets tlu commerce britanuiqne couccrnaut 
ces denrees culoni.dc,; le GouYememcut frmu;ais lni ucconlera immcdiatcrnent 
le lH�Ilcfice Ue cette disposition provisoirc. 

Il est eu outre pret a coueetler cct uvantage a titre definitif oi le 
Gouvernement augbi est dispose i'L offrir eu cchunge de8 avnntuges equivalents 
pour certa.ins prodnits fran��ais il. determinet-. 

3 1  Janvier, 1900. 

The Under :::iecretary of .State for .Foreign All'nirs prc�cnt:; hi:; compl i
meu t.s tu the Uu,lcr !Secretary of .Sta te for tlte Colouic:;, aud i �  directed bv 
the Seeretary of �irate for Foreign Alfnin; to trausmit to h im, tu Le laid b:
fure the i:)ecretary of State for the Colonic�, the accompanying p:tper, noted 
iu the margin, re�pecting the Frcuch Cu�toms Tariff. 

Copies have ueen �cut to the Board of Tnllle, lntlia Office nud Treasury. 
Foreign Otlice, March 2JHI, 1900. 

LOl modifiant le tarif general tles donaHes (Deurees coluuialcti de con-
sommntion). 

Le Scnat et l:t Chambre des deputes out auopt.c. 

Le Presitlent (le la Repnulique promulgnc la loi tlont la tencnr suit : 
Art. 1 or.-Lc taulean A annexe a la loi tlu 11 janvier, 1892, est mudific 

comme il suit : 



Numeros du 
tarif. 

\)6 

!18 
!l9 

100 
101 
102 
1oa 

104 

w;; 
106 
!Oi 
108 

DtSsignation. 
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Unite. 

·-� . ) cm :fcves et pellicules . . .  L(.'S 100 kilogr. Ca.lt: . . . . .  • l tornific ou moulu . . . . . .  -l contenant plus de 55p. 
, 100 cle cacao . . . . . . . .  . Uhocolat.... contennnt 55p: 100 de 

cacno ou moms .. . . .  . 
Poivrc .. ....... . . . ... . . . . . . . . . . ... ..... . . . .. 
Piment . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . ....... . . .. . .  
Amomcs et carclamomes . . . . . . . . . ... .  . .  

Canncllc . . . .. .......... ... . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . .  . 
Cassia lignea . . . .. . . . . . . . . . . . . . .' . . . . . . . . . . . 
Muscmles l <:n coques.: .. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 

l �nns coq ne� ..............  . 'lacis .. . . .. . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . .. . . . · · · · · ·  . . . . .  ·· 

Girotlc . .. . . . . . .. . . . . . ... .. . . . . .. . .. .... . . . 

Vll.llillc . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . . . . . .. . . . .. . . . .. . .. . . 

The . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  . 

Tar if 

genera� I minimum. 

:-lUO " I 156 
400 .. I , 
!lOO , 150 , 

200 " 
400 . , 
400 " 
400 " 
·lOO ,. 

102 25 
208 " 
208 " 
208 " 
20:-l ,. 

400 " 
400 11 
600 11 

600 " 
·100 

2ll8 " I 208 , 

t�oo , 1 
400 " 

312 " 
312 ,. :!liS " 
H6 , 
2US , 

Art. 2.-Lcs c.lroits a percevoir S ill' le:; produits J'originc colouialc re
pris au table:ttl E �ont cu.lculcs d'apres la tarif metropolitain miuimum. 

Art. 3.-Lcs droits appl icables aux cafes importes en Algerie sout fixes 
comme iL suit : 
---------------- ---------�------�-----------

Designation. Unitti. 

Caf<i en fevcs et pellicules . .. . .  .•. .. . . .  .. . .  . .  .. . . .  . .. . .  . . Lcs 100 Id!. Cafe torrefiti ou moulu ...... . . . . . .... . .. . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . .  . 

Tar if 

general. minimum. 

300 " 
-lOO , 

31 20 

Le:; denrees colouinles nyant acqnitte des h�XCti specia les en Algerio on 

aux colonies sont passiblcs, 1i. l 'ontree en Frnncc, cles droit:; <lu tarif genc
.
ral, 

tiOus la deduction de la taxe speciale deja payee. 

Art. 4.-Lo benefice tin tm·if minimum est resen'e aux produits ac

compt�gues de justifications Ll'origine, dans les comlitious fixees pttr !'adminis

tration lies dounnes. 

D !Sl'OSI'f IONS T!tANSlTOJitES. 

Art. 5.-Los •lenrces v isees a !'artic le 1 er, provcnant de pays soumis au 

t.ari£ general et qui n'auraient pas cle declarces pour In COlJSomnmtion avant 

la promulgation de la prcseute loi, seront atlmises nu benefice du tarif mini-
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mum, lors de leur mise en consommatiou, si lenr embarquemout on lenr prise 
en charge dans les ent.repdts fmn'rai� out en lien a nne dnt.e nntA!I'iem ·e an 24 
janvicr, 1900. 

Art. 6.-I.e Gouvernement est nutorise, pendant deux aus, a conferer 
provisoirement p:w tlecret le benefice du tnrif minimum mentionne a l 'm·ticle l er anx pays actuellemen t sou m is nu tnri f general. La dnree de cette con
cession ne pomm excedE'r deux fillS : •• partir de la promnlgation de In preseute 
loi. 

La presente loi, lieliberee ot. ntloptee par le Sennt. et pa.r la. Chamlwe cles 
tlcpuh�s, HCr:t execntee comme loi tie !'Etnt. 

Fait h Paris, le 24 fenier, 1 900. 

EM!LF. LOUIIE'l', 

Pa.r le President de !a Republiquc. 

Le ministre du commerce, de l'indnstric, 
cle� po!4t.es et cles telcgraphes, 

A. MILLERAND. 
I,e ministre des finances, 

.J. CAILT.AUX. 
Le ministJ·e cles colonies, 

DECRAIS. 

Le ministre Jos nffaircs etmngere�', 
DEI.CASSJi:. 

The Uudet· Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs presents his com
pliments to the Undet· Secretary of St11.te for the Colonies, and is directed 
by the SeCJ·etary of St.atc for Foreign Aff11.irs to transmit to him to be 
laid before �he Secretary of State fot· tbe Colonies the accompanying p11.per, 
noted in the margin, respecting the importlttion of British Colonial produce 
into France. 

Copies have been sent to the Board of Trade, India Office, and Trea
sury. 

Foreign Office,
' 

March 8tb, 1900. 

(No. 50.) 

Commercial. Paris, March 1st, 1900. 
ll'fy Lord,-With reference to Your TJordship's despatch No. 25 
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Oommerci1�l ofthe 7th ultimo, I lmve the honour to transmit herewith a table, 

showing, according to the latest available French sbttistics, the quan t.ities 

of the various Colonial 
'
produce imported into France from the United 

Kingdom and British Possessions, which would be affected by the new 

]'reuch Customs Tariff, of which a copy was enclos':ld in my despatch No. 

46 Commercial of the 26th nltimo.-I have, &c., 

EnMUND MoNSON. 
The Marquess of Salisbury, K.G. 

Table showing the quantities of Colonial produce impotted into Francl'. 

from the, United Kingdom and British Possessions during the yea.t• 1 898. 

Coffee . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  from the T:nited Kingdom . . .  G'i7,198 kilos. 

. , . . . . . .  . . .  . . .  . . .  . .  . . . . . .  , British India . . . . . .  6,89:3,280 , 

, . . . . . . . . � . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  . 

Cocoa . . . .. ... . . . . . . . . . . . . ..... . 

" . . . . . . . . . . .. . . � . .. . . . . .  . 

Pepper � . . . . . . . . . -. ... . . . . . . . .. . 

" . . . . . . .. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  � . 

Allspice . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  . 

" . . . . . . . . . . . . � . . . . . . . . . .  . 

. , · · · · · · · · ·  . . .. . . . . . . . . . .  . 

Amomnm and C:mlamom .. . 

Cinnamon . . . . . . . . .  · . . . . . . .  · . .  . 
" · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · ·  

" 

" 

., 

., 

, 

, . 

West Indies . . . . . .  1 , 1 49,834 , 

United Kingdom. . . 876 ,, 

West Indies . . . . . . . . .  5,1 35,868 , 
lTnitell Kiagdom . . .  i,G45 
British India . . . . . .  I,567,i41 
United Kingdom. . .  1 , 140 

East Africa . . . . . ...  . l,G05 

West lnllies . . . . . . . .  . 24,7 1 7  

Unitell Kingdom . . . 3,973 

Unite1l King,]om . .  . 2,021 

Bl'itish India 37,220 

" 

., 

,. 

., 

.. 

" 

Cnssin Lignea . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . . .  . .  Brit.i�!• Imlia 9,0().1 " 

Nntme� and Mace . . . . . . . . .  ( �tnti Rtic� not given) . 

Cloves . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . from t.Lc United Kingdom . . .  

· · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · ·  

V nnilin · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · ·  

,, · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · ·  

Tea . . . . . . . ..... .. . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . 

,, · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · ·  

BRITISH EMBASSY, PARIS, 
1st Ma.rch, 1900. 

Africa . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 

United King1lom . . . 

,, Afriet� . . . ... . . . . . . .  . 

Unitcll King<lom . .  . 

British ln1li>t . . . . .  . 

HO " 
1,7g;) . .  

�,44:1 
1 ,3Hl  ., 

! 7.'),.'j.')8 " 
174,951 " 
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HoNGKONG GENERAL 0HAliBER OF Co)nmnoE, 

HoNGKONG, 28th June, 1 900. 
Sm.,-I beg to acknowledge receipt of your let.t.e1· of the 22n1l ultimo, 

(No. 908) transmitting for the information of this Ohn.mber copy of a cit·
cnlar despatch ft·om the Right Hououmble the Secretary of State for the 
Colonies covering correspondence relating to projected changes in the 
French Customs T<triff and inquiring whether the Chamber desit·es to offer 
a.ny remarks on the subject. 

In reply, I am instructed to say that the matter has recei\'ed the at
tention of my Committee, who, while thanking the Government fot· the 
opportunity offered, do not consider that the changes would much affect 
articles of import here, and they have, therefore, no suggestions to make 
with regard to t.he proposed changes in the tariff.-! have, &c., 

R. CHATTERTON WILCOX, Secretary. 
Hon. Ac·rrNG Cor.oNIAJ. Hv.cRRTARY • 

[No. 301.] CoLO)ofiAL SECRETARY's OFFICE, 
liONGKONG, 9th February, 1901.. 

Sm,-In continuation of my letter No. 908 of the 22ncl Ma.y, 1900, I 
:tm directed to transmit for the information of your Committee the en
closed copy of n circular despatch ft·om the Secretary of State for the 
Colonies, covering an extract ft•om a lt�tter of the Colonial Office, to the 
l<'oreign Office dated 4th December, 1900.-I hltve, &c., 

J. II. STEW ART LOCK HAHT, Colonial Secreta��·. 
The Secretary to the CH.UIBER OF Co�mEROF.. 

Downing Street, 
2Htb December, 1900 . 

Sir,-With reference to your despatch No. 3 1 6  of the 5th Jnly la.o;t., 
I hnve t.he honour to tmnsmit to yon for your information the paper not.ed 
in the subjoined schedule.-1 have, &c., 

J. CHAl\tnEnLAI X ,  

The Officer A(lministering the Government of Hongkong. 
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ExTRACT FROM A r.ETTER FROM CoLONIAL 0Jo'FlCE TO THE 

FoREIGN OF.-rcE, DATF.D 4TH DECElmER, 1 900. 

The ports of the Straits Settlements and Hongkong are free, and 
French products therefore al.ready receive, on admission to these Colonies, 
the maximum advantage obtainable : I a. m to suggest, therefore, for the 
consideration of the Marquess of LansdowM, that it might be represented 
to the French Government that on these gronnds exceptionally favourable 
treatment should be accorded to all exports from the Colonies in question 
both in France ancl in French Indo-China. 

HO!'fGKONG GENERAl, C HAliBER OF COllMERCE, 

HONOKONG, l4 t.h February, 1901.  

Srn.,-1 have the honour to aclmowledgt� receipt of your letter (No. 301) 

of the 9th inst.ant transmitting, for the information of this Chambm·, copy 

of a circular despatch from the Secretary of State for the Colonies, covering 

an extract from a letter addressed to the Foreign Office, dated 4tb Decem-

ber last. 
Iu reply, I am instructed to beg tbat His Excellency the Governor will 

be good enough to convey t.he thanks of tlJe Committee to the Right 

Honourable the Secret<tl'Y of State for the Colonies for his efforts to obtain 

except.ionally favourable treatment for exports from this Colony both to 

France and French ludo-China in considerat.ion of tile products of those 

countries being, as they are, admitted here free of all duty .-I ilave, &c., 

R. CHATTERTON WILOOX, Secretary. 

To Hon. CoLONIAL SECRETARY. 

V 
The Appointment of British Commercial Agents. 

[No. 1 426.] CoLONIAL SECRETARY's On·rc1;:, 

HoNGKON<�, August 8th, 1 900. 

SIR,-1 am directed to transmit to you for the information of the 
Chamber of Commerce the enclosed copy of a Circular Despatch from the 
Secretary of State for the Colonies attaching a Memorandum from the 
Foreign Office respecting the appointment of certain British Commercial 

Agents.-! have, &c., 
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F. H. MAY, Act. Cui. Secretary. 

The Secretary, CHAMBEU oF Co)UIERCJ::. 

Downing Street, 

l5til June, 1900. 

Sir,-! have tile honour to tra.usmit to you for general information, 
�he accompa�ying copy of a Memorandum from the Foreign Office respect
tng the appomtment of Briti�h Commercial Agents in Russia Sw't 1 d 
th U · . 

, 1 zer an , 
e mted States, a.nd Central America, for an experimental period of two 

year�, and the fees to be clli\J"ged by Her Majesty's Diplomatic Missions i n  
c�ns1derat�on o f  services rendered b y  Commercial Agents in  making inqui

nes fot· pr1vate firms. -I luwe, &c., 

The Officer Administering the 

Government of Hougkong. 

J. Cu.\MBERLArx. 

THE Secretary of St-ate for Foreign Affairs has appointed Mr. Henry 
Arth�w Cooke, Mr. John C. Milligan, Mr. Seymour Bell, and Mr. E. H. 
Melv1lle to be British Commercial Agents in Russia Switzerland th 
U · d 

' ' e 
n�te States, and Central America respectively, for a� experimental 

perwd of two years. 

Mr. Cooke's Address is:-
Malo-Znamenski per 

House Mishin 2, 

Moscow. 

'rbe head-quarters of the othet· Commercial Agents have been fixed a.t 

Zurich, Chicago, and Guatemala. 
The business of the .Agents will consist in watching and 1·eportino on �he commerce, industries, and products of special districts, and in an:wer

mg inquiries, on commercial subjects. 

. 
Individual firms applying for information will have to pay the pre

scnbed fees as hereaftet• stated. 

Communications intended for the Commercial Agents may be add1·esseu 

to Her Majesty's Ambassador a.t St. Petersburg or Washington, or Her 
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Maje!lty 's Minister at Berne or Guatemala, 3.S the case may require, in 

order tbat the p1·oper fee may be assessed aucl levied before the desired 

inquiry is proceeded with. 

Simple inquiries ca.n he addressed direcL to the Commercial Agent, 

accorupanie.l by t.be fee of 5s. 

The following is the scale of fees to be charged by Her Majesty's 
Diplomatic Missions in consideration of services rendered by Commercial 

Agents in making inquiries for private firms :-

.£ 8. <l. 
:For ordinary inquiries 
l!, or inquiries involving 

trades or individuals 

0 5 0 

reports as to 

. . . 1 

For extended inquiries at the discre
tion of the Ambassador or Minister 
not in any case to exceed three 

l 0 

.£ 8. d • 

months . . . 2 2 0 to 5 5 0 

If journeys are undertaken the fees will be-

.£ 8. d. 

1. For Agent's services per day 1 1 0 

2. For Agent's services for every 

broken day 

3. Suusistence per night 

() 10 () 

1 1 0 

lugether with actual expenses of locomotion. 

All fees above 5s. 3.1'6 to be prepaid. 

The method employed for levying the fees will be as follows: -

In case of an inquiry addressed to the Agent which can be answered 

forthwith, and for which the lowest fee would be charged, he eau reply at 
O IH:e requesting that the sum of 5s. may be sent to the Embassy or lJega

tion. He will transmit to the Mission lists of inquiries so answere<l i n  

order that the payments may b e  checked, and demanded i f  not already 

made. 

If the fee has been sent with the inquiry be will remit it to the 

Embassy or Mission. 
In cases of inqui ries for which fees of l l. ls. and upwards •�re to be 

charged, the Agent will forward the information to the Mission for trans

mission thence in exchange for the fees which lll<l.J, according to cireum· \ 
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stances, bo required before the answer is giveu. 

In cases requiring research or a journey the Agent will report to the 

Ambassador 01· Minister, who will decide whether au offer should be made 

to procure the information, and, if so, on what terms ; or whether it should 

be stated that the informati,)n conuot be procured. 

Foreign Office, May, 1900. 

Scheme fm· Improvement of Navigation of the Yangtsze. 

lu September last, Sir John Lister Kaye, when passing through 

Hongkong, submitted his scheme (published below) for the improvement 

of the navigation of the River Yangtsze, more especially the upper branch, 

which will, he contends, open up the rich province of Szechuen, with its 

40,000,000 inhabitants, to the foreign trade of the world, to the Chamber 

of Commerce. On the ground that the foreign trade of China would thus 

be im mensely increased, and must therefore materially affect and augment 

the trade of the Colony of Hongkong, Sir John Lister Kaye asked the 

Chamber of Commerce to address to him a letter of <\pprova.l and support 

of his plans, if they felt they could do so, his intention being to submit 

such letter to the Secretary of State for the Colonies. 
The following are copies of his petition to the Tsung-li Yamen, ancl of 

his sebeme for the improvement of the navigation of the river Yangtsze :-

PETITION 

TO BE PRESENTED TO THE TSUNG-LI YAliiEN WITH REGARD TO THE 

IMPROVEMEN'f OF THE NAVIGATION OF THE YANGTSZE RIVER. 

(T1·anslaf:ion). 
PETlTIONEl� BRITISH MERCHANT JOHN LISTER KA.YE, A BARONET. 

Petitions to form a Company to mise capital for the purpose of under
taking the improvement of the navigation of the Uppe1· Yantsze River, 
from Ichang to Suchau-fu, to convenience tra.de auJ incrQase l'evenue. 

It is found that the Ya.ugtsze Gorges lying blltween the provinces of 
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Szechuan and Hupeh from Chungking to Ichang, extending for a tlistance 

of over a thousand li, abounds with cliff!! and precipices of the most inac

cessible character and the river is filled with boulders, narrow channels and 

swift currents from rapids everywhere; in sum mer, with full flood, ships 

become uncontrollable, in winter with low water, ships become total wrecks 

at the least touch of the rocks. The estimates annually of casualties 

amount to considerably over a thousand vessels, over several tens of thou

sands of lives are lost, and over several tens of millions of taels in value of 

merchandise are lost. Since the opening o£ Chungking as a tradh1g port, 

the three steam navigation companies represented by the China Merchants, 

Messrs. Jardine, Matheson and Co. (lndo-Uhina), and Messrs. Butterfield 

& Swire (The China Navigation) make a practice of selecting the stronger 

vessels that contain the more valuable cargoes and insure them for pre

miums. This has proved to be a great boon to, and is appreciated by, 

traders, but, the three Companies are chary in insuring, as the risks are too 

great. 'rraders gauge their profits and losses by comparing the annual 

number of casualties. No ship can make ten successive trips without 

\vrecking. 

Recently a landslip occurred in the district of Yung Yang iu the 

Prefectlll'e of Kweichow, and formed an obstruction in the rivet·, commonly 

known as the New Sintan, which has been the cause of innumerable ship

wrecks. This rapid has been repeatedly improved by the Local Authorities 

with the object of reducing the force of the cuneut, but their measures 

have had to be abandoned owing to insufficiency of funds. 

These rapids are the greatest obstruction and are feared by all. 

'fhe only proper way is to form :� Company by which a large capital 

may be subscribed for undertaking the improvement of the navigation of 

the Yangtsze Gorges. The removal of the existing obstruction will lead to 

the free and safe communication of tra.de and augmentation of Revenue 

receipts. 

The Petition is herewith humbly submitted to your HonoUl'able Yamen, 

and Petitioner prays that it may be referred to the local Hi�h Authorities 

to examine and repo1·t upon and find if the casa is actually as Petitioner · 

has laid forth before the Yt�men in Ol'der that your Honourable Yameu 

may memorialize to the Throne for an Imperial Edict sanctioning the pro-

posed undertaking. 
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Petitioner's Proposals. 

Article 1. Petitioner John Lister Kaye prays that permission shall be 

grl1nted him by the Yamen to survey that part of the Upper Yangtsze 

River lying between Ichang and Suchau-fu (west of Chungking), for the 
object of investigating the nature of the rocks, rapids, gorgt>1:1, and other 

obstructions to navigation which exist along the route. His Engineer will 

estimate the cost of improvements needed for navigation. 

For instance, the recent formation of the new Sintan Rapid has defied 

the attempts of the Local Authorities for its impt•ovement which have re

peatedly proved abortive and unsuccessful. An immediate survey is, there

fore, most desirable. 

2. Petitionet· prays that the Local High Authorities sb<tll be asked to 

report upon investigations based on Petitioner's de!!cription and if found 

coned the Imperial sanction shall be memorialized for empowering your 

Honourable Yamen to give pe1•mission to Petitionet· to sign a contract and 

raise capita.l to undertake these engineering works in order to incr€'ase 

Revenne, promote trade, alleviate distress and pacify discontent, and it is 

petitioned that the engineering works that will extend from lch�ng t.o 

Suchau-fu shall be given to Petitioner to solely complete and manage for 

tho period of sixLy years. 

3. The in teres� paid on the capital shall be drawn from a " Toll." 

All ships, boats and j unks that pass up along the River from Ichang to 

Chungking shall pay irrespectively a "  Toll " of Twelve and-a-half Haikwan 

'Iaels per ton. The "Toll" to commence to be imposed on
. 
the day a free 

channel is available for ships to pass. With respect to the ships, boats 

and junks that pass down along the River from Chungking to Ichang, Pe

titionet· is willing that no " Toll " shall be imposed and that they shall pass 

free of impositions of any kiud for the object of promoting the carrying 

trade of native produce in the provinces of Szechuan, Hupeh, Yunnan and 

Shensi, and thus foster commerce. As a further precaution, it is petitioned 

t.bat instructions shall be given to the Imperial Customs to collect the Toll 

for Petitioner which shall be paid over to Petitioner quarterly. The salaries 

and expense of the extt·a officials necessary shall be provided for by Peti

tioner. The period during which Petitioner shall receive this " Toll" shall 

be limited to sixty years. After the sixty years the Imperial Government 

shall receive the " Toll." 
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4. When the works are commenced the " trackers " at present employed 

in the junk trade, ancl other unemployed, shall be employed on the works, 

and when the works are completed and a free channel is effected, these 

men shall be distributed in the works along the route, so that not only 

will thore be no fear of throwing people out of employment hut new means 

of livelihood shall lJe created in all parts. 

15. The freight on piece goods (inch1cling insurance and repa.cking 

at Ichang) from Shanghai to Chungking now amounts to Tls. 45.4.0. 

If Petitione-r's plans are authorised and realised, then it would be 

possible for ships to pass freely from Shanghai to Chungking an d mer

chants would be saved
. 

the exptlnse of repacking at Ichang, which costs . 
Tls. 4.3.0 pal' ton. 

In this manner the cost of transport incl1�sive of the " Toll" would be 

1·educed to Tls. 41.1.0 and in future possibly the actual freight charge be

t.ween Shanghai and Chungking may be reduced. 

6. All financial risks of the undertaking shall entirely and wholly de

volve on Petitioner ; the Government is free from any responsibility of 

any kind, but it is petitioned, as a special favour and in order to lighten 

the financial burden of the undertaking, that permission shall be granted 

to Petitioner that all material and machinery required for the engineering 

works shall be exempted from all Impel'ial Govemment taxation, whether 

in transit or locally. 

7. These great engineering works will require large capital. Petition

er begs to be given pm·mission to raise capita.l from all parts and the 

finding of money will empower him to undertake all that the Imperial Edict 

sanctions such as :-the improvements to the rivet·, the receipt of the "Toll" 

during the sixty years, and the sole management of the works during the 

same pet·iod, etc. 

8. The raising of the capital, the survey, and the date of the commence

ment of the work, shall ��ll :tnd sevcra.lly take place within ei�ht months 

after the signing· of the contract authorised by Imperial E<lict. 

9 .  It is considered necessary to help merchants in the transportation of 

goods from Ichaug to Chungking an<l Suchan-fn and from Suchau-fn to Chung

king and thus to Shanghai as much as possible, therefore Petitioner begs that 

he may hnYe permission to constrnct Commercial Railways at any place, and 

to any place from Ichn.ng to Suchau-fn by wn.y of Chungking on the North 
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or on the South Bank of the Yangt.sze River ; the object is that i n  the tmns
port of goous from Ichang to Chungki ng ana Suchan-fn and from Snchau-fu 
by way of Chungking to Ichang the rapidity of transport by the Railway can 
be used when required, and within the limit of 150 (one hundred and fifty) li  
of each end and of ench side of any railways constructed or n.bont to he con
structed, no other railwny shall be permitted to be constructed, unless a 
previous agreement has been come to between the oth()r parties and this 
Company. 

10. These Railways shall he constrnctcd by the Company at their own 
expense ; as to receipts nnd expenses and losses of the Company, the C hinese 
Government shall be wholly irrespousihle . 

. 
1 1 .  The lands acquired by the Company for the purpose of constructing 

rtulways, go<lowns, works, &c., shall be bought and p:till for by the Compn:1y 
at local m11.1"lcet prices, the owners of such lmuls shall not intentionally rai!;e 
prices or raise Fengshni n.s an objection, or otherwise rn ise ob;;trnetions, n.nd 
it. is requested that the High Provincial Atlt.horities slm.ll  instrnct the local 
officials to assist the Company in this matter and protect it:< interests. But 
if temples, graves, are met with n.nd their remo,·al is  imprncticahlc, then the 
Company muRt uot employ undue rneam; to effeet t.hi;;, in deference to pnhlic 
sentiment. 

12. The materi:t.lf', mnchinery, etr! . •  nee<le:l for the Hailw:ws shnll be 
exempt from t:txn t inn of all kinds. 

• 

1 3. Now the cost of these Railway;; will be very great, ami will require 
large capitnl, and i t  is only future profits that can ind uce ill\'estment of capi
tal, and the degree of profit.� wo cannot a.t pre�ent asr,crtllin. If a. !en• of 
twenty-five per cent. ou nett profit� be imposed hy the Chinese Go,·el'lll;wnt, 
the Company's limited resource� render this impmctic:thle, therefore it is pro
po�ed to pay n.n amonnt on the commenccrnent of the works snhseqnent to 
the promulgation of the Imperial Decree sanc tioning t.his Petition, atHl it i:-s 
requested thnt. this levy of twenty-fi ,.e per cent. shall be exempted, hut the 
Company shall further pay a lev.v of three per cent. on nett profi ts from their 

l�ailways to the Chinese Government. 

The Company is further willing to pay to the Go,'crnment. a contrilnnion 

of se,·en lnmdrerl t housand Tnel� a� a sot off ngninst : 

I 'l'l1e Ill'. · • f · · I " 1' ll" 1 • . J\'11ege o ll11J>Ming t lC o on s nps, bo:tts and jnuk� 

as!'cnding the Yangt�zo River between Ichang an• I Chnnkgiug-. 
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2. The exemption of the levy of 25% on nett profits earned from 

the Hnilwnys. 

This snm shall be pnid in Kuping t)UlTency to the Government on the 

commencement of the worb, whic:h wil l take p lace after the finnl survey 

and subscqnent to the Promulgation of the I mperio.! Decree sanctioning this 

Pe tition. 

1 4. A term of n inety-nine years reckoning from the date of the com

mencement of works of each of the Railways to be constructed �hall he 

granted to the Company to h1we management. of each antl all of these Rail

wayH in each case, und when the stipuhlted time is up the Railwny:� at each 

seonrate date, lauds, mach inery, stock ami all other works anti effect.s shall 

be
. 

wholly an11 entirely given n p  to the Chine:>e Government as Official or 

Government Property . 
1 5. As it will be necessary to have business relation� with the loco.! 

offieinls in carrying ont these imp :)rt:tnt river work� and ra.i lways, the Com

pany will employ a Chine�c �fonaget· and As�i;;tants, whose snlurieR wi l l he 

paid by the Company. 

16.  It is reqneste<l t hat tue 'l' sn ng-l i Yamen will memol'iali?.e for Impe

rial Sanc:tion to this Petit.ion and tue appen<letl clauses anti that when t.he 

Imperinl Sa.nct.io11 is ohtaine•l not.ice of the same mny he eommnnicatetl hy 

the Tsun"'-li Yamcn to H. B. :M.'s Minister at l'ek ing. The final Cont.rnet "' 
shall then he signed allll sealet.l in Chinese and Engli!>h in five identic copies, 

of which one shall be retniued by the THtmg-li Yamen, one by H .  B. J.Vl.'s 

Minister, one hy the \'iceroy of Szechnn.n, one by t:hc Viceroy at W nchang 

a.nd one by the Company ; mul the English version shall he considered n.s tho 

original. 

17. Labout· Fund Clause.-From the " Toll " of Tweh·e and-a-hn.lf 

Taels (Haikwan) per ton, there will be one-half Tnel or 5 mace per ton set 

aside for the purpose of the Labour Relief Fund, all employed upon these 

works, whether employees or otherwise who mny fall sick, or, having per

formed their work o.ntl the work is completed, aml the Company require them 

no lon;er or are too old ami weak to work any longer, &c., shall be relieved, 
0 

aft�r due consideration, aml further, men who have served their time shal l be 

superannuated antl free hosp itals and free medicines shall be institntecl and 

dispensed . 
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All the abo,·e-mentioueol plan� Hhn.ll be carefully considered :�n<l a set of 

regulation,; tlmwn np ; it i;; mo�t ueces�m·y ; anti nneh expend iture shall be 

tlrnwn from the abo,-e-mentioued fund. 

Trustees slw.ll he appoiuted to ,;ee tlmt the nwuey is properly appl ie:l 

t�nd the poor real ly benefit by it.  

Sir John Lister Kaye's Suggestions for the Improve

ment of the Navigation of the Yangtsze River between 

Ichang and Chungking ; and the Explanation ofthe System 

proposed to be carried out. 

I M P ROVEM E�T OF THE �A VIGATIO� OF T i l E  YA�GTSZE 

RI VER BETWEE� lCHANG AND CliUNGKlNG AND T H E  

EXPL.ANATIO� O F  T H E  SYSTE.M PIWPOSED T U  B E  

CAHRJE D  OUT. 

1. The freight uharges (vide Black burn Report pp. 87 & 88) are from 

t\hanghai to Chungkiug-

Per uale of 50 pieces say 400 tbs. each Tls. 9-0-!:1 

including insurance to Iehaug and re-packing at 

Ichang, therefore per ton of 2,000 lbs. . . .Tis. 45 4 0 

l'er bale of Indian Yaru of 400 'lhs. Tls. 7-3-2 inclutling 

insumuce to lchang antl re-packing at Ichang, 
therefore per ton of 2,000 tb;;. . .. Tl:;. 36 5 0 

and i t  takes, under the present conditions of transport. ,;ervice, at least 30 

days to transport the gootls from lcbaug t.o Chungk iug . 
2. It is propo�etl to improve t.be navigatiou .of the Upper Yangtszc 

l{.iver, by a :>cries of euginecring work,; ;  Ly a sy;;tem of buoying the river ; 

by a system of powerful steamers anu ::�team-launches ; by a stationary ch:du 

service with an auxiliary steam power for hauling. ; and by a complete tele

graph system, having, say,
. 
thirty stu.tious o\·er the 360 m ile� between Icho.ng 

and Cbungkiug, which wil l be the cent.ml stntions for the permaneut location 

of the steam-lnunches, tue " tying-np " place� for the junks at night, autl wil l 

also be the vnrions centres for a large ntuuber of tbe " trnckel'l:;," on wbom 

the U pper Yangtszc Con,;ervancy will  have the tir�t ClLll by an armngement 

which will provide for the payment of a smal l  retaining fee, to be pn.iu to 

�----------------------------------------------j--�------------------------------------��--��--�-� . J 
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them anuual ly. To the alJove :system, it is poss ible there may lJe adtleJ, if  

considereJ t�tlvisalJle by a commi�sion of experts, a :subsidiary rnilway in 

certain places along the north or south lJauk of the river. 

This suggested milwny perhaps wonlJ only be used for the trausport of 

goods :�t tinw.; of the year wllCn the transport hy the euti rc water route nmy 
be considered to be les� ndvnntageou�. 

:l. A \'a;;t. (lifference will thus be effected iu the t.ltl.u:sport :;en·ice of the 

U pper Yaugtsze Rh·cr, for, as wil l be explained below, it is hoped that it 

w il l IJe possible to arrange that cargo shall be deli vered at the port of 

Chungking even by junk eigld days after it leaves l cb11ng, iustead of iu 

about thirty days, as at present prevails ; it is also hoped that, if the follow

ing plans are cnnied out in their eu tirety, the merchnuts of Shanghai will  be 

:saved uu amouut, estimated, as shown below, at nbout £ 1 6 0,000 ver nnuum, 
on merchandise sh ipped direct from Shaughai to Chnugking. 

4. Now, the plan under which the whole system will be worked will be 

that in the jh·st place, the whole of the surveyed portiou, viz., from Icbaug 

to Chun"'kinl1' will be divided into seven districtB of works, under seven se-
o o •  

parate sets of engineers and contractors, for the principal works are seven in 

numher :-

1.  Hsin-tan mpiJ. 

i. Tung-yaug-tau mpid. 

3. Miao-�hi-tzu-tun rapid. 

4. Hsiu-lnn-tan rapid. 

5. Kweichon ; rock and shinglu bank. 

G. Faug-tu ; sunken rocks and reefs. 

1 .  ]{ weichon-fu ; large rock ( ti2). 

Thus the whole work will lJe divided up in to �cYen grcflt districts, which will 

be treated simultnneonsly, and w ill thus cause the works to be all proceeded 

with nt the snme time, and finished quii!kly. 

The minor works, amounting to 22S ;;ellamle works, will be d ivided ns 

they fflll within the se\·en districts, and will be dealt w i th by the same engi

neers and contractors above referred to. 

6. I n  the second place, the whole of the river between Idmng and 

Chuugkiug w ill be buoyed, aml soundings will be taken. The state of the 

river tften will be such that the p lan to be carried out can be commenced. 

1. The whole distnnce (360 miles) will be patrolled by powerful steam-
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launches, of a speed power up to 20 kuo'ts ; these lauuches will  each patrol 

u district of, :my, 12 mi les tmch, so that i n  nll there would be 30 launches. 

8. These launches being of a great power, \I ill be utilised to- " tow " 

junks over the whole distauca if ueces:st\t'Y where the mpit!s exist or over 

part of the distance, and thus the journey by junk ,;houltl be accomplished in 

the eigltt days above-mentione,J. The reason why it is estimated that the 
distance eau be accomplished in eiyht days oy the towing of j uuks by launch

es, is that one may estimate that one can armuge the progress of the junks 
up the river duriug twelve hour;; in each day , on an average, at a rate of four 
knots an hom·, including the change:; from one launch district to another. 
Thus it is estimated that 48 m iles per llicm will  IJe :tccomplishet!, and the 360 
miles will  be accomplished iu eigltt day8. 

9. There at'e two reasous why it is consitloreJ atlvis1lble to have a 
ilystem of probably thi t'ty steam-hmnches over the whole 360 miles. It is  
considered ndvisnble to have the " towage " system continuous ; so, for 

inst-ance, No. 1 launch will take a certain number of junks at Ichnng, and. 

will " tow " them ovet· its district of twelve miles, in, say, three hours. As 

the speed of the launches will  be up to 20 knots, it is not unreasonable to 

estimate that No. 1 !:much will be ilt position again at lchang, within four 

hours of lcavin:; that place, and will thus accomplish the twelve miles (its 

district) three times d uring the day, taking its quota of junks ou ench of the 

four journeys. 

10.  The motive power would thus practically IJe a continuous service 

over the whole 360 miles . There i� no tlou bt that mauy disasters in rivers 
of swift current troubled with rapitls anll cauu·acts, are due to lack of means 
of speedy i nformation to stations whence help can be summoned. 

1 1 .  It h; proposed to have thirty stations between Ichang atul Chung
king ; where will be the tying-up ;;tntiom; for junks and steamers at uight:s, 
and the definite stuud iug stations as it were, for the steam-launche:>. 

12. It is proposed that a complete telegraph system shall run the whole 
distance from Icl.mug to Suclmn-fn, for the sole service of the Upper Yang
tllze Conservancy ; the telegraph stations will be located at the t-ying-up 
st:ttious above mentioned. 

13. It is proposed to et·cct barracks for the " trackers ": (this poiut 
will be dealt with umler the head of " trackers ") at these stations, so t.hat 
the service system shall be complete iu al l  its details. 
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14. It is now proposed to deal witl1 the subject from the point. of view 

as to how i t  may affect the three industrial divisions of those intere:;tetl i u  

the tratle o f  the Yan�tsze H. i  ver-

1. Merchants. 

2. J unk-ownen;. 

3. Trackers. 
Nh:ucuAX'£6. 

1.5. The improvement qf dte navigation of the Yangtsze River will  

affect beneficiallv the merchants to a greater degree than any of the other 

· 
t t

• 
1 ,,1'tlt the t1·aus1>ort trat le of t.he Yangtsze River. lt i:; 

mteres s eonnec et ' · 

not too much to sav that one m:ty, with safety, enumerate as many as four 

distinct benefit:; wh ich will directly anti indirectly arise from the great water

way being placeu in a proper state of mwigation :-

1. Seen ri ty of tt·t�nsport. 

2. Rapidity of transport. 

3. The opening up of the immense possibilities of traJe with a 

conntry coutaiuing from 40,000,000 to 50,000,000 of inhabit-

ant,;. 

4. The saving to the merchants of Shanghai of a,; much as about 

£180,000 per ��tmum, in the transport of merchandise from 

Shanghui to Chungking. . 
16. Now, the following figures, taken fro�� the Maritime Cu:;totus 

Reports for 1897, sl.iow the amount:> antl value of cotton goods (shirtings

grey, plain) imported iuto Shanghai, Icban� nud Chungking, and the value 

of the goods per piece at eacl.i city. 

Cotton Gootls (sh irtings : grey, plain,) importeJ into Shanghai in 189i: 

4,019,499 pieces, valne ,Hkn. Tls. 1 1 ,344,068. The value per piece works 

ont to l.Je Th;. 2.2.& per piece. 

Into lclmng 454,660 piece:> were imported of a value of Hkn . Th;. 

1,227,582. This works out at �� vnlue of per piece, Tls. 2.i. 
Into Cl.inngking 458,394 pieces were imported of a value of Hkn. Tl�. 

1, 145,985. This works out ut :t value of Tls. 2.5.4 per picc,e. 

The above figures, taken ft·om the Maritime Customs Reports for 1 S9i, 
tihow that the freights have to be addeu to these figures before one can 

arrive at the actual cost tmd therefore value of the cotton piece goods in 

Chungking. 
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17. Now I propose to deal with the subject of the transport of the 

trade between Shanghai nth! Chungk iug, as it. at present el>:ists, under five 

heads, and to endeavour to show how and in what manner I propose to improve 

the transport conditions for tije Shanghai merchants :-

1 .  The tntde (imports) of Chnugking i n  the year 1S97 and i t.s 

value. The trade (exports) of Chungking for 1897 and its 
vain e. 

2. Estimated shipping tonuage which canietl the goods from Shang
hai to Chungking, and carried the exports from Chungking. 

3. The estimated tons of goods carried by the estimated tons of 
shipping. 

4. Tho cost of carrying the trnde from Shanghai to Ch ungking. 

.5. How and in whn.t manner I propose to improve the transport 
condition of the trade uetween Shanghai and Chungking. 

1 8. Dealing first witb " heat! No. I .'' :-The Mnl'itime Customs l{eports 
for 1897 show that the imports t.o the port. of Chungking were £ 1 ,776,586. 
The exports from the port of Chungking were £1,069,0 17. This, howevet·, 
must not he considered as the totnl amount of Trade Ex ports and Import,; 
of the port of Chungking. On pnge 29 of Mr. Consu l  Bourne's report to 
the Marquess of Salisbury, recch·eu at the Foreign Office, Ml\rch 21 st, 1 898, 
occurs the following : " There are no returns to �onsult, unt 1 will l'isk n n  
" estimate of the Exports from the whole provin�e of Rzcch'nan to the 
" Eastel'll provinces at £3,300,000 :-

" Opium . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . ... . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  .£ 1,800,000 
'' Salt . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  ,, . . . . . . . . . . . 

" Drugs . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . : . . . . 

" �ilk . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  . .  

" V\'ax, tobacco, sugar, musk, wool, skins, 

" hides, feathers, bristle�. and ot.her ex-

" ports . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  

300,000 

400,000 

200,000 

600,000 

£3,300,000 

" Of the Imports taken in return, cotton nucl cotton goods, I estimate 



[ 120 ] 

w 
" to account for no less than £2,400,000 value :·

" Raw cotton (200,000 bales) 

" Native piece goods, home spun (300,000 

" bales) . . .  . . , 

'' Indian Yarn 

" Lancashire Cottons 

£ 500,000 

1,000,000 

600,000 

300,000 

£2,400,000 " 

I 

Head No. 2.-The Cust-oms Reports for 1897 show, p. 73 unuer the 

paragraph " Shipping," that the tot1\l number of chartered junks which 

entered and cleared :�t the port of Chungking was 2,31 1 ,  and that 10,951 

Likin junks were reportc(l as having passed the barrier below Chungking, 

therefore a total of 13,262 jnnks. The chartered junks showed a total 

tonnage of 68,444 tons, or an average of rather oyer 80 tons per junk, and 

I am informed that the Likin jnnks can be taken at the same average ton

nage. Thus a total tonnage of 396,974 tons of shippin'g imported into 

Chungking, aml exported from Cbnngking, was the trade of that port in 1 897. 

Head 1.Vo. 3.-Now. in order to estimate the number of tons of car�o 

which the · 13,262 jnnks , of a registered tonnage of, say, 396,974 tons of 

shipping, carriecl, it would he fair to ostimnte that they carried about 22 tons 

of ca1'.QO eac!t., say, 2!H ,764 tons of eargo, equal to n valnP- of £8.4 .. 5 per ton 

of goods imported into Chnugk iug. 
' 

Head No. 4.-Now, in ot·dei· to estimate the cost a.t which the trade 

was carried, viz., sa.y, £2,400,000 \\'Orth of goods from Shanghai to Chung

king, I propose to take an :werage between t.he cost of transport of one ton 

of piece goods us per the Blackhnrn Report, freight Shanghai to Chungk ing, 

(p.p. 87 & 88) iuclnding insuraucc and re-packiug at lchang, Tls. 45.4.0 

and the freight charge, i ncluding in�urnnce anJ re-paekagc at. Ichang, of 

one ton of yarn, vi?.., Tls. 36 . •  ).0. 

The a verage between the two pricei" would he Tla. 40.9.5 per ton. 

Now, the 29l,i64 tons of curgo are curriecl at an avemge estimMed 

freight charge of Tls. '10.9.5 (including insurance anll re-packing n.t Ichanj!) 

from Shanghai to Chnngking, so wonlcl he earriell for T ls. I a,947 ,i4.'5. 

Hr.ad No . .5.-The oxpc11sc:; of transport for the Sluwghai mcrchn.n ts 

wonlcl lw reduced. in r.n.sef' where re-parking n.t Ichaug hn<; heen nef!essury. 
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by Tls. 4.3.0 per ton (t,ide Blnckburn Report, page 87, for cost of re-paekino 
ut Ichang) equal, on 291,764 tons of aootls to about Tls 1 9 · 4  ·s· b 0 o ' . ,-<> ,.-> <>, or n out. 
£180,000 per annum, thus reducing· the trnnsport chnrge on £2,400,000 
worth of goo•ls from Tl;:. 13,947,74.5 to Tls. 1 2,69:l, lfl0, which, in addition 
to t�� re(lnction of cost thus effected, U'ill include the " Toll," which by the 
Petltton would amount to 12-� Hnikwan Taels per ton ou all ships, boats 
and junks which pass up tho Yt\ngtsze Rhrer from Ichang to Chnngking. 

It is believed that Inter it wi l1 be possible to rednce t.he actual freight 

charges between Shangh;\i n.nd Chungking. 

19. The mnnuer in which it  is proposed to e:Hry out this  improvement 
is  as follows : by the construction of a fleet of powerful stell.mers for service 

between Shanghai aml Chnngking. It. is considered most desirable that, in 

view of the a.lmost certain development and increll.se of the tmtle conditions 

of the whole of the Yrmgtsze Valley by t.he proposed improvement of the 

navigation of the Yangt:>ze Ri,·cr and as a necessary part of t.hc improvement 

of the navigation system, that. a fleet of powerful Menmers ;;hall be cou

st.rncted which shall be ready to convey the t.rnde of the Y angtszc direct 

from Shanghai to Chungking, n.ml from Chungking t() Shanghai, and it if' 

hoped that the const.rnction of this proposed fleet will inclnce o
-
t:her corpora

tions and shipping firms also t;o o,;tahli�h steamers plying direct between 
Shanghai and Chnngking. In Ol'ller t·o bring the jnnk trade to noderstanrl 
that freights must be lowcrecl the " ohjcct. lesson " of the steamers wit.h thei r 
lowered freight charge,;, anll their through transport will be prnct ieal :IJ'!.l;ll-
ments beyond discussion. But, a� explained in p•traaJ'n illl " an 1 1 '·] . ' ' '...., " o • ( lllll Cl' t 10 
hCl\�ing " Junk-Owner� ", it will he �ccn r.hat, by t h� junk-owner ]11wing 
mottve power o\•eJ' at least pat·t of the journey offered him, o1• rdl, if conRi
dercd neces::<�try , hetwcen Iclmng anJ Chungking, his profits wi ll hP <>'rcntPr 
over the new system than hy th11,t which prevai l:; :\1. present. 

"' 
·�·he 6t.camers will he complef.ell uft.et· the great. engineeriug w01·ks, t lH! 

�onncllng", arH� the buoying ,;ystem luwe clefinecl c lea,rly what kiml of �teamer, 
- - · " >�ue H! J a  to t H '  of what capacrt,v. anti of whnt JlOWPI' wnnl•l hi' the mo' t 1 fi · 1 1 

Rerv iet'. 

JUNK-OWNERS. 

20. The J· un k-ownl:H' may n I l 
• 

1 a 'e nnr et· present arrangements, sn.v, as 
many as four JOUrneys from Ichang a.ncl Chungking in the yea.r, occul;yinrover t.he complete jom·nc.v, viz., from Icha.n� to Chttnrr],- '111rr 

0 
� ,.. ..,, l oarling at 
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Chungking, and the return journey from Chungking to Ichang, as much 

as fifty days. His expenses are now great ; the wages of the crew, wupan 

men, and " trackers ", and the expenses of the fifty days of food for the 

above. 
21. Under the improved plan, he will have to pay the " Toll " of 121 

Haikwan Taels per ton ; on the other band, his expenses will be reduced 

by the fact that the motive power will be supplied ft·ee of cost to the junk

owner by the steam-launches ; be will thus be able to do away with the 

expenses of the " trackers " and part of his crew ancl the fact that the 

duration of the complete journey from Ichang to Ubnngking and retnrn 

will be t.hirty days at the most, instead of fifty days, will again save the 

junk-owner expense. Moreover, us many of the " tro.ckers " will be in Hw 
rmploy of the Upper Yangtsze River Conservancy, that corporation will Le 

able to allow the junk-owners to employ them, free of cost, when it is 

considered that the current may be too strong, and the free board of t.he 

junk too small and tbn.t. there will be a risk of swamping the junk if it were 

forced by t.be powerful h1.unches up against the strong current. The 

" trackers " wo�ld in such cases be used, and after the rn.pid or ca.taract. 

were passecl the junk would again he att.achecl to t.be li:l.unch and would 

continue its course more rapidly. 

22. Thus the profit of the junk-owner, owing to the reduction in his 

expenses of transport, will remain very much the same as formerly, not

withstanding the apparent change in the payment ; moreover, with the 

natural expansion of trade, the journeys of the junk-owner would amount 

to at least six per annum, instead of only (a.t most) four, as is the case 

under the present conditions. Therefore he would make a la1·ge-�· p1·o.fit in 

the year's business. 

THE TRACKERS. 

23. It appears that there are nhont 20,000 men who earn t heir living 

by the business of " tracking " the junks up the rapids and cataracts. In 

tbe carrying out of the complete system as shown in the foregoing pages, 

it is intended to primarily retain the services of as many as possible of these 

men, by the payment to tbem of a small retaining fee, so that the Upper 

Yaogtsze Conservancy might have a first call on them for the necessary 

amount of work which there may still be for tb�m to do, notwithstanding 

the altered conditions of transport. 
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24. In addition to the fee, and the work fouud for them, the men 
would be employed on the 235 sets of wot·ks, and it is estimated that with 
the advent of security to navigation, the same conditions will prevail in the 
Uppet· Yangtsze as prevailed in the Lower Yangtsze, where, with the 
advent of steam, the jnuk traffic, as distributor of freight and me1·chandise, 
increased to a vet•y great extent. 

25. In this Illanner, the "trackers " will find an extra means of liveli
hood, aucl with the opening up of the river traffic other industries will be 
without doubt, developed, which will bring fresh requirements for labou; 
into the market. 

FINANCE. 

26. With regard to the finance, the. Petition al"l'anges that the Peti
tioner shall receive l 2i Haikwan Taels per ton ou all ships, boats and 
junks which pass up the river between Ichang and Chungking. 

27. In estimating the Revenue to be received from the " Toll " it 
is suggested to take 300,000 tons as an average on which the charge would 
be made. The Revenue, thet·efore, would amount, at this estimate, to 
about .£535,714 per annum. 

28. It is almost impossible to estimate with accuracy, at the pt·esent 
time, the exact cost of the works completed, but it is roughly estimated at 
about .£3,000,000. 

29. It would not be advisable to estimate that one could issue 5 per 
cent. Bonds secured ou the " Toll " at a higher rate than 90, so it would 
be necessary to issue, say, .£3,400,000 at 90, producing .£3,060,000. 

30. The interest at 5 per ceut. on .£3,400,000 plus ! per cent. sinking 
fund (after ten years), to redeem in 50 years (for t.he right to impose the 
" Toll" will be for 60 years) would amount to .£187,000 per annum. 

31. Now, in estimating the up-keep of the Upper Yangtsze Conser
vancy works, one must remember that the average cost of up-keep of 1 7  
of the great canals o f  Great Britain i s  69 per cent. o f  the receipts, which 
would amount, in the case of the Upper Yaugtsze River, to .£369,842 pe1• 
annum, but as the works are not continuous, although they extend over a 
great distance (viz., 360 miles) it is estimateJ that .£346,714 per annum 
(the baltmce between iuterest and sinking fund payment and the n.mount 
of the estimated revenue from the " Toll," viz., .£535,714 per annum) will 
be ample to meet the expenses of up.keep. 
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;�2. Comparative cost pm· ton )_JeJ· mile of the "Toll " of the Suez Ccmal 

and the Uppe1· Yangtsze River Consm·vancy.-The " Toll " charged pet· ton 

iu the Suez Canal is 8i- over a uista.nce of 94 miles; the charge is the 

s;:t,rne, viz., 8. '- pPr ton for the return journey ; therefore the charge for the 

180 miles amount to 16/- per ton, equal to 1\i per ton per mile. 

Now, in the proposed " Toll " of £1-1 5- l l t per ton on all ships, boats 

a11c1 junks which pass up the river from Ichang to Chungking, viz., up the 

river (360 miles). there is no charge for the return journey from Chung

l;;ing to Icbaug, notwithstanding tha.t the water-way will have been equally 

improved for navigation dotvn stream as for navigation up stream. The 

charge, therefore, of 35/llt per ton for 720 miles amounts to 2� farthings 

per ton per mile, Ol' about half the charge pet· ton per mile of the Suez Canal. 

But in excess of this ccmcs the important feature that the Upper 

Yangtsze Conservancy will provide mot.ive power for the 13,000 junks 

(vide Maritime Customs Report) which ply between Ichang and Chung

king, passing up the river j1·ee of cost by hauling them, if desired, by 

powerful steam-launeltes over the whole distance of 360 miles between 

Ichang and Chungking. 

H oNGKUNl; GE:o�ERAL CH.-DWElt or CO).LUElWE, 

HoNGKONG, 1st October, 1 900. 

Sm,-I ••m. instructed by my Oouuui�tee to thank you for affording 

them the opportunity of perusing the documents explaining your scheme 

for iUlproviug the navigation of the Upper Ya.ugtsze. Concerning the 

uetails of the scheme, the Committee must decliue to otier any opinion ; 

but it seems indisputable tha.t the removal of t.he existing obstructions to 

the navigation of the Yang�sze River would prove of adva11tage to t1·ade 

generally.-! am, &c., 

To Sir JoHN Ltsnu KAn:, Bt\rt.. 
B.. M .  GRAY, Cbairmau. 

16, BoLTON HTREET, 

LONDON, W., 26th November, 1900. 

Sm,-1 beg to n.cknowledge your letter da.ted 1st October, 1900, and 

shall be much obliged if you will 'kindly thank the Committee of the Hong

kong Geneml Chamber of Commerce for their kind letter to me with re-
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gm·d to the Improvemtlnt of the Navigation of th , y . 
I h 1 

. . 
e angtsze RJver. 

s al be obhgeu If you will inform the Committee that I a 
be a.ble to announce to them that Mr B . f 

m glad to 

d • h . 
. ER TIE m ormed me last 1N ed 

ay t at the Foreign Office has written hy last Frida , . . 
oes-

SATOW to enquire if the Cilinesc will a"'ree to my 
p ;

.
:
.

mall t
i
o Su· EaNEST 

R. l\1. GHAY, Esq., Chairman , 

MERCE, Hougkoug. 

o e 1 wn.- am, &c., 
JOHN LISTER KA YE. 

HoNuKoN<·< , . gENERAL CuAMBKR OF Cou-

X 
British-g·rown Products and the Revl·sed French Tariff'. 

UNITED PLA:o�-rr.ns' AssociATIOX o�· c . • oOI.;TUl.;R!\ I:o�DJA, 

MADUA.S, 1 1 th N' ovem ber, 1 900. 

DEaR Sm,-At tile Aunual Meeting of this A . t' 
August, 1900, the followina Resolution was . l

ssocta lOll on 8th 

" Th . . 
o uuammous y adopted ·-

at constdermg the critical condition of the t d 
. 

. 

t . h. 
ea an coffee Indus 

rJes, t IS Association do communicate with the I d'· T 
-

· t · h 

n Ian ea As so 
Cla wn, t e Ceylon Planters' Association the I d' Oh 

-

C 
' 11 tan ambers of 

ommerce and the leadin"' firms of , h 
. . o mete ants and brokers . 

te1ested m tea and coffee &c · tl . 
m-

, ., m ns country and in En.,.l d 
aucl her Colonies, with !L view to ascert . . h '-

o an , 

. f . 
ammg w etuer a movement 

m avour ot a commercial combination of Great B ' t . 

C 1 · , I · . 
n .am and her 

o ontes auu ndta agaiUst the world (wh. ·h ld b 
f d'ff · 1 d 

w wou Y a system 
o J et·eutia uties afford some protection to Bt·'t' h 
d d 

I IS -"'rOIV!l pro 

. 
uct.s au

. 
manufactures) would receive support." 

o • 

This resolutiOn may be said to have resulted eh' fi .  
revision of the French Tariff . . d . 

te y from the recent 

. 
' m 1 ega.r to 1mports of r d f . 

alw.) India, and the Bt•itish Colonies and Depe d . 
p o uce rom (mtel' 

I 
n euCles. you are d t.t 

ess aware that the French Parl'·:t t 
ouu • 

'' men , as a.u act of rcpris<\l a' . t B . 
voted recently a law doublinoo tile dut' e ff 

gams razll, 

f 
o 1 s on eo ee tea and sp' . 

rom countl'ies not havin"' Treaties f C 
, , 

. 
Ices imported 

. . "' o ommerce \nth Fran 
enJOJIU"' Most Favoured N t' T 

ce, or not 

B . . " a IOU ren.tment, amou,.,. which ar I di 
rttlsh Colonies and Dependencies (with til � 

e n a, the 

F h d 
e exceptiOn of Canada) Th 

renc an Brazilians have made up their . . 1 b 
' · e 

qunu e '  ut the French Tariff 

_,_._ --
.... 

�================--�����- --�----------------��----�r 
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law, which was really directed agtLinst Bt·azil, still subsists. There appears 

to be reasonable ground for hope that it will not be put intn force, but if 

it should, the consequence would be, to use the words of the Economist, 
that the prohibitory tariff for Colonial produce would only be applied to 

countries, British Colonies among others, for which it was not intended. 

Although it is possible that the Fl'euch Government may be induced 
to reconsider the action referred to, yet 'vha.t has beon already done serves 
as an unm istakable warning of the gmve risk to which British Trade is at 

present 6Xposed, and the burdens it may at any time be called upon to 
bear. 

It is felt that there is a strong and growing feeling in England <Lnd 
her Dependencies and Colonies in favout· of what may be termed a.n Im

perial Fiscal Federation for the protection of British interests as against 

those of the rest of the world. The Association is desirous of eliciting 
your vie1vs on the subject., to co-operate for the purpose of submitting 
memorials to the Home Government and ot.ber Governments concerned, 

and would be glad of your advice as to the precise form such memorials 
should take. 

If you have already made any move in the direction indicated, a copy 
of your proceedings would be welcome.-! am, &c., 

H. PERCIV AL HODGSON, Chairman. 

The PRESIDENT, 

GENEUAL CHAMBt:i( o�· co�oumct:, HONGKONu. 

H ONGRONG GENE RAL CHA)!UER OF Co:.\IMERCE, 
HoNGKONG, 9t.h January, 190 1 .  

DEAlt �IR,-1 beg leave to acknowledge receipt o f  your letter dated 

1 1 th November bst, enclosing copy of �� resolution passed at the last annual 

meeting of yonr Association to ascertain whether a movement in favour of a 

commercial combination of Great Britain ami her Colonies nnu India agnin>'t. 
the world, by a sytitern of differential duties, to afford some protection of 
British-grown products and manufactures, would receive support. 

Yom letter was lnid before the Committee of this Chamber at its last 

meeting nnd considered, but they could not see their way to join in such a 
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movement as that proposed. -I am, &c., 

R. M. GRAY, Chairman. 
H. PERCIVAL HODGSON, Esq ., 

UNITEn PLANTERS' AssociATION o�<· RouTHERN INDIA . 

V 
Certificates of Origin in Japan. 

JAPANESE CoNSULATE, 

HONGKONG, 29th December, 1 900. 

DEAR StR,-1 beg to inform you, for the information of the Members, 
thut the copy of invoice hitherto required to he filed at this Consulate by an 
11pplicsm t for a certificate of origin of goods to he imported to Japan, will  not 
he required on and after the 1st of January next, but, on the other hand, the 
shippers are requested to provide the forms of the cert.i11cate at their own 
expense, ns this office shall not hereafter issue the Hame gmtis ns it used to 
be.-I am, &c., 

M. KATO, C on sul for Japan . 

THE FiECRE1'ARY, HONGKONG GENERAL CHAiUBEU OF co�numcE. 

HoNGKONG GE NERAL CHAMBER oF Co:u:uERcE, 

HoNGKONG, 31st December, 1900. 

DEAR Sm,-I beg to acknowledge receipt of your letter of the 29th 
instant, announcing that on and after the lst January next, applicants for a 
certifi�atc of origin of goods t.o be imported into Japan will not he required 
to file n · copy of invoice, hut that shippers are requested to provide the 
forms of ccrt.ificate at theit• own cost, as they will not he suppl ied gratui
tously at the Consulate as heretofore.-! um, &c., 

R. C HATTERTON WILCOX, Secretary. 

M. KATO, Esq., Consnl for ,Japan. 
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The Death of the late Queen Victoria. 

HoNGKONG GENERAL CHAMBER OJ.' Co)IMERCE, 

HoNGKONG, 29th January, 1901. 

Sm,-As the occasion of the funeral of Her late Most Gracious 

Mo.jesty Queen Victoria will be one of national mourning, my Committee 

beg respectfully to suggest, for the considerntion of His Excellency the 

Govern01·, that Satnrdn.y next, the 2nd 'February, be >'O observed in this 

Colony. Also that the Public O ffices he closed and busi ness suspended on 

that day out of respect for the memory of our much ln.mented Sovereign. 

HoN. CoLONIAL SECRETAI{Y. 

No. 217.  

I hnve, &c., 

R. C HATTERTON WILCOX, Secretary. 

Cor,ONIA L SECRETARY's Or-neE, 

HoNGKONG, 30th January, 1901. 

S1n,-In reply ty your letter of the 29th instant, I am directed to 

inform you that His Excellency the Governor hn.s directed thut the 2nd 

proximo should he observe(l a� n day of pnhlic� mourniug and all public 

offices be closed.-1 have, &c., 

J. H. STEVYART L00KHART, Colonial Secretary. 

The SECRETARY, CH AMBF.R oF COlDIERCE. 

:Xo. 256. 

Z 1  
Registration of Servants. 

CoLONIAL St:cttETARY's OFFICE, 

HoNGKOSG, 4th February, 19() 1 .  

�IR,-·l nm directc<l to transmit to you the cnelosed copies of a letter 

lttldresseu to me hy. the Honoumble Captain Superintendent of Police, atHl to 
request that you will  kiudly oht,ain t.he opinion of your Committee on 1 hi� 

subject with a Yiew to Kh·ing Rome ind ication, if possible, of the general 

opinion of the Colouy on the que;;t.ion of the registrntiou of scn•ant.s. 

2. I am also to inqnire whether, in the opinion of the Commi ttce, i t  
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would. be de�irable to re-enact. the section 7 of 1866 which dealt with registra
tion of sen-aut�, aml at the snmc time 10 draw attention to the fact that if 
legislation of that kind were re-enacted, it would be necessary to make the 
penalties for non-observance applicable to employers ns well n.s to employed, 
:\nd to enforce sttch penalties equally against both. 

3. It would appear from scctionr-J 2B and 32 of the Ordinance mentioned 

(X o. 7 of 1866) thn.t this wns done hy that Ordinance, but I underf't:.tnd the 
law wns not long oiJserved and was eventually repealed hy Onlinance 15  of 
1 888�-I have, &e., 

,J. H. STEW ART LOCKHART, Colonial Secretary. 

The SECttET,IRY to TnE Guu.rnEit oF Co:mrERCE. 

Police Office, 

Hongkoug, 6th December, 1900. 

Sir,-I h:we t.lw honour again to recommend thu.t the provisions of Ordi
nance No. 7 of 1866 relating to the regist.mtion of sen•auts he re-enacted with 

the addition of a prodsion to the effect thn.t sen•ants must. when applying 
for regi�tration supply two photographs of thP.mselves, one to be filed in the 

register, atHl the ot lter to be nttnchell to the certificate of registration. 

I addressed you on this suhject in my letter No. 200 of the 18th ,July, 

1�94, again in m�· nnnnal report for that yenr, nnd for the third time in my 

lett.cr No. 333 of the 2Sth September, 1897. 

Since the latter date difficulties with servants have greatly increased, 

anti within the lfn;t  1 0  tln.ys r hnvo received three appeal! ; for :t'!si;:tancc.-

1 have, &e., 
F. H. MAY, Captain Snperintendcut of Police. 

The Honoumble The Colonial Secretary . 

HoNGKo:sG GENERAL CHAMBER OF Co�niY.HCE, 

HONGKONG, 18th February, 1901. 

Sm,-1 have the honou r to acknow ledge receipt of your letter (No. 256) 

of the 4th instAttH transmitting copy of a letter from the Honournble Cnptaiu 

�nperintendeut of Police on the suhject of the registration of �ervantH, 

suggesting the re-enactment of certain provisions of Ordinance No. 7 of 1 866, 
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the attachment of photogmpus of servnnLs to the certificates, nncl the 

making rcgistmtion compulsory on employer�. 

Th<' qnest.ion hns been carefully consi<iered by the Committee, who 

unanimously came to the conclusion that the enactment of a Registrution 

Ordinance as proposed would bo inadvisable aml probably impracticable.

[ have, &c., 

R. CHATT ERTON WILCOX� Seeretar.v. 

The Hon. THE Cor.ONIAL s �;CRF.TARY . 

F O R T N I G H T L Y  

C TJ R R J� N T  Q TT O T J\ T J O N S  

FOR THE YEAR 1900. 
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QUOTATIONti. 

On London 
Bank, 4 months' 
sight. 

------------- ----
I 

Fortnight ending tith January,. ........ . 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 
Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 
Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

do. 19th January, ........ . 

llo. 2nd February, ...... 

,Io. 16th February, ....... 

<lo. 2nd !lla.l"ch, ........... . 

do. 16Lh Mnrch, . ........ . 

llo. 30th March . . . ..... .. . 

do. 13th April, .......... .. 

do. 27th Ap1;1, ........... . 
uo. 11th )fay, . . . . ........ . 
do. 25th l\'Iay, .... . . .. . ..  . . 
do. 8th ,Tunc, ............ .. 

llo. 22nd June, ........... . 

do. lith July, .............. . 
do. 20th July, . . ..... ..... . 

do. 3rd August, ... . . . . ..  . 

do. 

do. 

uo. 

uo. 
do. 

do. 

do. 

do. 

do. 

do. 

17t.h August, 

31st August, 

14th September, .....  . 

28th September, ..... . 

12th October, ....... .. 

26th October, ........ . 
9th November, ..... . 

23th November, .... . . 

7th December, ...... . 

21st December, .... .. 

ljllt 

lfllH 

] 1111 

1/11� 

lfllH 
ljll-h� 

lfllH 

lfllH 

ljll·l-�· 

1/llt�-

1/llH 

lfll-Ji 

1/llH 

2/0� 

2/10 

2/11 

2/1-{iJ 
2/1� 

Private 
'felegmphic Uredit�, 

Transfer. 4 months' 
sight. 

Docu
mentary, 
4 months" sight. 

---- ------ -----

1/11;} 

1/llf.r 
lfl l k 
1 }11-f.; 

1/11� 

1/lli 

1/11 ·1 . . 
ljl l ff 

1!11-f,; 

1/11-fio 

1/1 1 !  

2il) 

2 Ob 

z;o+.; 
:!jO{{ 

2/l � 
2jl 

2/1� 

2/1-r\; 

1/11¥.; 

l il l� 
ljll � 
l ;ll� 

1/11� 

till* 

1;11-! 
1 ,"11� 

1 ·11* 

1/tl � 
z:ort. 

2jl-,� 

211{� 

2f1yt 

2/lH 

2/1� 

2/0A 

lfll+i 

:!.'0 

2j(! 

2{0 

2/U 

z;o 

2;0 

2/lT\ 

211-i, 

'2,'1 .� 

2/1-H 
2/l .V . . .. 
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BULLION QUOTATIONS DURING THE YEAR 1900. 

On 
Ji'rrmcc. 

4 montlt
.
s' 

sight. 

-- --1 
On .Bombay, 

Demaud. 

Ou 
L:nlcutta. 
Demnnrl. 

T 
llur f-:iln:r. t',,·cee. 

Cl eau Mexican Uollnr�. 
Gold Gold Bars, Lcnf, US lOO touch. touch. 

·· ---- ---- - --- - -- ---- --- --- ----pt;•tael 11m' ta•!l 
Ji'cs, !l.o}J._,· u · 1 ' 121 u · I1!A 10' d. pin n 1 <�L nl n/. ' � .... ..,,.. ,. . � • 70 • "" 'tO pm. ::li >to pm. S5!?.20 $5il.80 

Fcs. 2.52 Rs· 144� 10�-

L1'cs. 2.53 .Rs- 1-15�· lt�;- 1 45�· }() l 
·R:+ Hii 

Fe � . 2.60� -R;;- 1·16-} .;n ... l·lG-} 101 

Fcs. !l.50t ;&. Hu 
J:t'es. 2.50� -:R,;- l41i 
l<'cs. 2.50} -R,;. 146� 
Fcs. 2.50� ·Rs- 14.6{ 

Fcs. 2.50� .Ro;;- 146'} 

Fcs. 2.50� -Rs- 1-!6'} 
Fes. 2 .50� Us- Hli� 
l."cs. :!.50} -R;;.. 1+7 

Fcs. 2.55 l(s- l ·l!l� 

li'cs. 2.iHi l�· I GO� 
l!'cs. 2.5f< .fu;. 1,; 1} 

l!'cs. 2.5!> -Ros- 151 � 

l!'cs. �.61} -Hs- 152': 

Fcs. 2.G;;} .u... tr,;, 

Fe.>. :!.66 Us- 155} 
lo'cs. :!.70 .Rt;. 159 

Pes. 2M ltt;. 151} 

Fcs. 2.69�- Rr:;- liir; 

Fcs. :!.6G H.s- 1 54} 

-Hs 1-lfi 10� 

:.Rt; · HG;} 10} 

-Rs· 146} 10� 

·Us 1{7 10� 

Hs- 1 1 !1} 10} 

.Jl8- 1 ou�· 1 1  

·Rs 1 o l �- 11-,', 

.J{:;. 151 � 11 ,', 
-R,;- l ii2i! 1 1  

l�;; 1 ;3,) 1 1  

-Hot- 155 10� 

.Jt,;. ] �5� ltl�· 
Rs- 1u!J j10:\ 

R& 156i 10� 

l(s 157�· 10� 

n ... 158 10'1 

·Hs- l:l:l.} 1 1  

" 

" 

" 

" 

,. 

., 

9} 

()� 
9.1 

9 }  
9� 

!l{· 

fJ 

Ill 
1(1 

](I 

10 

9� 

9 1 ·I 

" 

" 

., 

:!' I 

2-} 

•)I 
� .  

1 •).1 -· 

�:: I I ;, ! 

I iJ1 ' � I ·> :: : O) l 
i 2� 
! :!� 

1 2� j 1 {-t 

2-: 

2' ·• 

2 

,. 

$51.90 S53.3u 

$51.95 $53.30 

$5 l .fiO $53.20 

$51.85 $53.1 f, 
s� 1.so $53.2o 

$51 .70 So3.L(I 

$51.65 $53.0.5 

$51.60 $63.00 
$51.50 $52.90 

$51.55 $ii3.00 

$'>1 .65 

I $ii1.70 

�:11.95 
I 
1 so2.1o 
I . • ·.'o l.20 

S53.lu 

$53.1!; 

$i>3 .. 10 
S53.5U 

$5�.'i0 
$nU.IJO $52.:l5 

I $:o.uo 
I >)t>U.OO 
I S·i9.!JO 
' !5-111.65 

�52.00 

�:il.30 

� 18.90 $50.6(1 

$48.80 
I 

I 
)54!l.i:(0 

?;4�.5:; 

I $ 1! i.(;j 
$19.90 
$50.00 
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THE IIAHBOUR �1;\ �TER':-: HEPOln'. 

HARBOUR DEPARTME:\'T, 
Ho:s-oKONG, 16th ldarc/1, 1901. 

Sm,-I have the honour to forwn.rll the Annual Report for this 
Department for the yen.r ending 31st December, 1900. 

SHIPPING. 
1. The total tonnage entering and clearing during the year 1900 

amounted to 18,445,134 tons, being an increase, compared with 1 899, of 

!343,825 tons. 
There were 41 ,223 arrivals of 9,228,762 to11s, and 41 ,23� departures of 

9,216,372 tons. 
Of British Ocean-going tonnage, 2,841,936 tons entered, 2,821,410 

tons cleared. 
Of River Steame1·s ( British) 1,'746,674 tons entered, a,nd 1,745,1 78 

tons cleared ; making a grn.nd total of British tonnage of 9,155, 198 tom; 

entering and clen.ring. 
Of Foreign Ocean-going tonnage, 2,425,086 tons entered, and 2,425,3 1 1  

tons cleared. 
Of Foreign River Steamers, 8,286 tons entered, and 8,286 tons clear

ed ; making a graml total of Foreign tonnagP of 4,866,969 tons entering 

n.nd clearing. 
Of Junks in Foreign Tt·ade, 1,604,632 tons entered, and 1,620,224 

tons cleared. 
Of Junks iu  Local Trade, G02, 148 tons entered, and 595,963 ton!! 

cleared. 

Thus-

British Occan-goin� toHnn.J:{l• t·epre;;eutcJ 30.i %· 

RiVP.I' 
Foreign Ocean-g-oing-

, Rh· or 

.Junk (Foreign TraAie) 

, (Local Trade) 

" 

., 

" 

., 

., 

19.0 %· 
•)6 3 i. .J •' a ·  

0.1 %· 

17.4 i.· 

6.5 i.· 

2. Five thousand three hundred and ninety .five ( 5,395) steamers, 78 
�R.iling vessels and 1.7,732 junks in Foreign Trade entered during the yen.r, 
giving a dn.ily avet;age o£ 63.6 as against 76.9 in 1 899. 

For European constructed vessels the daily average eut.ry would be 
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H.H9 against 14·.91 in 1899, :md, of the vessels entering 68.77 were British. 

3. A comparison between the years 1899 and 1900 is shewn i n  the 

following .table :-· 

Comparatirr. 8/iippiny llrlu7'11 for the .Vea1·s 1899 and 1900. 

I 1.8\J!.l. \ 1900. \ lNCm:ASF.. I DECREASE. 

<:;bips. l Tonnage. \ sbi ps.fronnage. l �- ��� �� �� 
llritish, . .  :-.. -.. -. .  -.. -.. -1 7,-tos i --;:72o,oin l-;,;:,1 1 ;  !J,l;J;i.1�s I 103 -t�o,1s2 . . .  . .. 
foreign, .... .. . .. . .. 3,Hl7 J ·h7l2,l3l 3,4�_\l. 4,866,9h9 [ . . . 1:>4,838 68 .. . 
J 'l,��s i�l l•'orcign l 4il,067 -�·" :l,fi9H, 1St \ :li.-1-:!.i ! :J,22-t;fl56 ! . . . . .. . . I !l.•H2 -17 1  ,32� 1 Htdc, . . .. . . . . . I ; , : 1 

Total.. . .. .. ii a , n12 ! 1 ·i,lHH,Rat !41l,ll6ii . t;,u;-,oza j w31 -:s5,ozo 

I 
n,no '47I,il:?R 

r k . 1 l •1- :_,_ 11..... ·+-+ I I · llll -s Ill ,oca t 3'' (j"" : •u·- <J78 3(; 0'11 I l!JS 1 1 1 1· il -l'lti 2:'10 133 Trade, . . . . . . . . . f 

I 
_ ,  h)H • • '! ,. 1 ' · 1 ' · ' ' · '  • • ' ' • • •  • • •  

U r:1.nct Totn.l.. . . ;:627jl;,j,;t,;;09��� -�;;H� R,fiH9 1 815.lo3 9,;-JO 471 ,32� 

:-l'J-:TT . . . .. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . j . . . \ a -ta,szr, G, 17 1  

I ncluding ·l,!liS Consel'\•n.ncy :tntl Du�t Boat.s men�ming 108,83-1 ton�. 
·J· ln<'luding 12,826 Conservancy and Uust Boats mea�nring :!16,:100 tons. 

t Including I ;1,724 Conl'crvnncy n.nrl Unst Boat� mea�;nrin g ·UiO, l!J(; t()D�. 

4·. Por vessels nnder the British flag this table shews an incrnas.e of 103 

ships measuring 430,182 tons, but when taking into account the decrease 

in River Trade under this flag, viz., 111 Yessols of 58,31 7  tons, the actual 

increase to Ocean-going trade would be 214 ships of 488,499 tons. The 

falling off in River Trade may be wholly ascribed to the steamers 8amslmi, 

lVuchow, Hoi Tong and Ku•ai Lmn, being sold and off the nm. 

Of the increase mentionecl above the chief factors <tre :-(i) The turn

in<Y over of manv of the China Merchants' steamers to British colours. tJ -
(ii) The fact of n. greater pcrcenta.go of tramp steamers calling than he1·e-

tofore ( principally carrying coal ). ( iii ) The increased size of many of the 

liners on home routes. And ( iv) The fact of some of the coasters callinf! 

at the port more frequently than they did last year. 

For vessels unde1· Foreign flags there is a numerical decrease of 68 

shown but with an increased tonnage of 154,838 tons, the falling off i n  
' . 

vessels is ascribed to the turning over of a port.ion of the China Merchants' 

fleet to the British flag, also further augmented by a falling off in vesself: 

nnder the United States, Japanese and Norwegian colours. The .increase 
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in tonnage is explained by the greatly increased size of many of the Ger
man steamers also to the Scottish Oriental Steamship Company tuming 
over to German colours, which has considerably augmented the tonnage 
under this flag. Vessels under French colours have a.lso helped to enhance 
the increase, which is explained by their making more trips than were 
made last year. 

5. The a.ctual number of ships of European coustmction ( exclusive 
of River Steamers ) entering the -port during the year 1900, was 709-

being 363 British and 346 Foreign. 

These 709 vessels entered 3,440 times antl gave a total tonnage of 
5,267,022 tons. In 1899, 603 vessels 

.
entered 3,361 times a.ncl g::.•e an ag

gregate tonnage of 4,940,218 tons. 

Thus 106 more vessels entered 79 more times and gave a total tonnage 
increased by 326,804 toul!'. 

:-;TEAMERS. 

Ships. I No. of Times I 
Entered. : Total Tonua.gc. 

1 .I I ________ _ 

I 899. j l9oo. J 1s99. j 190o. j 1899. 

Flag. 

Britis�1, . . . . .. . . . . . . . . . . . .  , 289 j -;32 1 1 ,65� !� ,759 , 2,��7,92� 
Austrtan, . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . 1 1  18 1 21 41 l l ,l9o 
Belgian, .. . . .. . . . . . . . . .  3 j 3 1  4 4 I 4,574 
Chinese, . . . .. . . . . . . . . . .  18 1G 191 99 J 248,809 
Danish, . ... .. .. . .  .. . . . .  7 1 6 1 1  8 23,560 
Dutch, . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  1 .) j 2 13 1 2,470 
.French, . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. 20 19 1 221 232 21 8,669 
German, . . .  . . . . . . . . . . . .  78 107 632 656 826,27•5 
Ha"'·niian, . . . . . .  . . . . . .. . 1 2 4,596 
Italian, . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  () 3 15 1 3  2G,7 10 
Japanese, . .. . . . . . . . . . . .. 68 8 H  330 I 314 671,817 
Norwegian, . . . . . . . . . . . . 1 25 21 1 25 1 10 1 17,220 
Portuguese, . . . . . . . . . . .. 1 2 2 3 1  1 38 1,672 

1900. 

2,792,9i3 
102,727 

5,963 
12H,479 
17,7H9 
22,846 

229,954 
9.52,870 

19,7!-32 
649,28l:S 
122,859 
5,856 

24,799 Russian, . . . . . . . . . . . . ... 3 1 1  
6
4 1 1 2  4,889 

Spanish, . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  , 1 1 ll,5l6 
Swedish, . . . . . . . . . . . .... I 1 6 5,934 
United States, . . . . . . . .. . 1 17 1 2  48 53 80,493 ?.7,206 
No Flag, . . . .. . . . . . . . .. . . . .  j 4 1  . . .  . 4 . . . 593 

Total, . . . . . . .. .  , 550 ��� 3,303 i 3,3;1 4,864,385 �169,918 
I ' I 
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SAI.L f N G  VES�ELS. 

Ships. 
\ :No. of Times I 

En tered. 
Total Tonnage. 

• I I I 

�----1---

-------
\ ��fl. 1 900. \_!_�9:: 1900. 

B 
. . 1 . ?3 31 27 40 nt1s 1,  . . .

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1 - <:  ?. \  
German, . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . ' v � 5 

. . 
Italian, . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  , 1 

linited States, . . . . . . . . . ! :H 
Danish, . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . . . .  

; 

French, . . . .. . . . . . . . . . . . 

1 

�;) �;j 

2 

� 

27 

., ,, 

I I 

1899. 1900. 

29,558 48,963 

9,241 6,303 

794 I 720 

:l6,240 39,056 

891i 

R37 

5 1 5  .J apanese . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  · I ,� . 1 I 
1 . . .  . a 1 5  n orwcg-mn. . .  . . . . . . . . . . i . .  · j " · \ 

Totol, . . . • • . • • •  ;--:;1--;;!-:;l-;1-7��-- 97,104 

6. The 363 British ships cnrrie<l 2,667 British Officers and 15 Foreign 

Officers, as follows :-

British . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 2,667 

Danish . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 

German . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  . 

Unit�d Stn.�s . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 

3 

4 

8 

'rota\ . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 2,682 

1l'he proportion of Foreign Officers was, therefore, 0.55 per cent., com

prising 3 nationalities-a decrease of 0.63 per cent. with a.u increase of 

shivs. 

[ lil\-J J 
The 346 Foreign Ships canied 2,291 Officers, of whom ::!74 wen! 

British, borne as follows:-

In Japanese 

, Chinese 

, German 

ships . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 133 

" . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 60 

" . . . . . . ... . . . . . . . . . . . .  �9 

" Uuited States " . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 19 
l l  Dutch " . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  8 

" French " · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · ·  () 

" l{.ussiau " . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . " 

" Portuguese " · · · · · · · · · · · · · · ·  
·' ,) 

Total. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 27.t· 

The proporbiou of British Officers in Foreign ships w as, thcrc[urL·, 
1 1 .9 per cent. distributed ltmong 8 · nationalities. A decrease of 3 .7 per 

cent. on 18U�, with an increase of 55 ships. 

U f  tliu ercw;; of British vcs:;eb-
1 8.·:! % were Briti�h. 
I " %  ,o) • " 

1)0.3 % " Asiatic:-:. 
Or tilt: crew:-: ol' Forci�H vessel:'-

l .l) % were Hriti�h. 
:!�.9 % , Other Enruvc;tn�. 

69.3 % " A;:ia.tie�. 

1'his shows a slight fa.lliug off of Asiatics with a cot·rcsponding Ill

crease in the proportion of Europeans. 

At the same time there is an increase iu the percentage of " Other 
Europeans " cmployeu in British ships, an<l a slight f:tlling off of Bl'itish 
sea.mcu employed iu Poreigu vessels. 
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Tl�ADE. 

i. The principal fet\tnres to be remarked as to the tro.de of the port for 

the ycn.r 1 900 two :-

(i) A grca,t increase in Sug:�r Imports u.mountiog to 76.6 %· 

(ii) A great iocre:tsc iu Timber showing 74.2 %· 

(iii) A great il1creatJe in Flour representing 66.1 % · 

(iv) A great increase in Coal Imports amouut.ing to 65.7 %· 

(v) A large iucrc:v;c in Hemp representing 60.7 %· 

( Yi) Bulk Oil is almost at tt standstill compared with Lu.st year ; 

hut Cnse Oil shows a decline of 1 0,609 tons. 

( di) The Rice Trade which reached its culminntiog voint last year, 

ha:; fallen hn.ck by 98,801 tons and may now be 8aid t.o he 

al its norm:tl condition. 

'rhe net increase in Imports reported nmouuts to 422,71 '7 tons. 

In Esports there is n. decrease of '70,666 tons. 

'.rho '.rrausit cargo shows nu increase of 186,046 tons. 

Tho foregoing information reg:1rding Trado statistics must be to.keu 

as :t rough o.pproximation only. 

8. 'l'hc total Import 'rrade of the port for 1900 amounts to 23,205 

vessels of 8,626,61 4  tons carrying 6,342,138 tons of cargo of which 

4,198,389 tons were discharged at Hongkong. This does not include 

tonnage, number or cargo of Local Trade Junks. 
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CouNTr:Y. SmPs. 

ULASS l. 

Cnnacla, • . . . • . • . . .  . •  . . . .  . . . .  . .  . .  • •  . . .. 20 
Continent of Europe 136 
G 

' . . . . . . . . . .  . .  

M
rca� �ritaiu, . . . . . . .. .  . . . . . . . . . . . .  1 75 a�ntlns, . . .  . . •  .. . . . . . . . . . . . .• . . . . . . 1 

Umted States, . . . . . .  . • . .  .. . . . . . . . . .  1 4 3  

CLASS II. 

Aw�trnlia and :New Zealand . . .  
India and Stmits Settlements, . 
Japan, . • . .  ; . . .. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 
�J�W(l, and Inclinu Archipelago, . .  . 
North nud South Pacifitc 
Rus · · · ' · •· · · · ·  

sw. 111 Asm, . . . . . . . • . . . . . . . . . . . . .  

CLASS l l l. 

.North Borneo, • . . . . • . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  

�oas� of Chiun, . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  . 

Coclnn-Chiuu, . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  . 

Formosa, . . . . .. . .. . . . . . . . . . ... . .. . . . 

Philippine Island:;, . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  . 

I�n.ioau aud Gulf of Tonkiu, . .  . 

::i1am, • • • . . . • • . • . . . . . • . . •  , . . . . . . . . . . .  . .  

Macno, . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . lCiaochow, . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  . 

---
475 

---

45 
1 2 1  
4 1 4  
186 

1 
6 

773 
---

1 7  
1 , 1 7� 

1 56 
1 13 
183 
3 5 1  
1 5 4  

39 
1 

Ton:>. 
I CAUUO. 

1 -----:-----
!Disclmrged. In Transit. 

-- 1 ---
1 I ' 

3��:��f ,i 
470,437 

828 I 
357,075 ' 

32,303 
1 00,352 
297,515 

300 
275,442 

------
1,266,534 

78,0 1 �  
229,597 
920,4;13 
243,04� 

4i 
9,8i8 

1,481,010 

25,4.42 
1 ,567,47H 

178,964 
93,i54 

2 1 7,572 
:ao,M1s 
1 53,03.) 

8,791 

i 705,91 2  
' 

25,132 

l 146,718 
!:190,356 
274,346 

I 8 
I 8,520 11,345,080 

1�
17,4��--

, 
I 283,94.2 

I' 3 l l ,242 
26,769 

I 106,85-1 
1 :H5,636 1 243,013 

381,839 
5 1 1,853 

;)9,4.07 

953,099 

29,334 
90,352 

287,846 
48,501 

1,000 

457,033 

685,047 
3,000 

8,200 
3 1 ,940 

3,030 

3,623 I 
I 2,40() 800 

---- -------i"'---------1 -------- --

2,192 2,519,478 1 ,355,724 733,617  
CLASS IV. - ----1 ----·1----

lUver l;tenmers,-Cnutou, 
Macao anti West River, . . . • . •  2,033 1 ,754,960 1 97,606 

----·,-------1 ·------1-------
CL.\.SS Y. 

Junks in Forei"'u Tra·' " 1 .. 732 1 6 0 u._, • • • • •' • • • I '  , 04,632 594,067 

TOTAL, . . . . . . . . . . . .  23,205 ,8,626,614 4,198,389 2,1 43,749 
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Similarly, the Export Trade for 1900 was represented by 23,160 

vessels of 8,620,409 tons cat;rying 2,836,905 tons of cargo, and shipping 
489,456 tons of Bunker Coal. 

,CAIWO. 
CouNTRY. SHrr>s. ToNs. 

----.-TB'u-n'k�e-r -Shipped. Coal. 

CLASS I. 

Canada, ... . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  21 ii5,229 11 ��:g�� 
Continent of Europe, .. . . . . . . . . . . SI 234,726 

. 1 1 8,451 Grent Britain, . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 8l 271•455 
1,292 Mauritius, . . . . . . . . . . . . " . . . . . .  " . . . " i �:!i l 600 

25,750 
2,925 
1,100 

400 Natal, . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  
I 1,616 2,460 �outh America, · . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  · " ·  

3 - ",680 S 1 1  " oJ.86 7 "7 200, 1 u i) United tates, . . . . . . . . . .... . . . . . . . . 1--u-1.-�-'-u--l-----l---:--
CLA::iS IJ.  

Australia and New Zealand, · · · 

Ind it� n.nd Straits Settlements, 
;rapau, ........ . . . . . . . . . ... . . . . . . . . . .  . 
Jaya and Indian Arclupelago, 
Russia in Asia, . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  . . 

CLASS III. 

Xorth Borneo, . . . . . . . . . . · . . . . . . . .  . . 
Coast of Chiua, . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  · . . · . .  

Cochiu-China, . . . . . . . . . . . . . · . . . . . . · 

Forn1osa, . . . . . . . · · · . . . . . · · · . . . . . .  · · · 

Philippine Islands, ...... ·�··· . .  . .  
Hainrm and Gulf of Ton kw, · · · 

Siam, . . . .. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  
l{iaochow, . . . . . . .. ... . . . . . . . . . . · · · · . .  

Macao, . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  . . 
"Veihaiwei, . . . . . .. . . . . . . . . . . · . . · . .  . . 

CLASS V. 

302 853,068 

.JJ 76,387 
201 416,969 
392

1 
834,696 

49 71,957 
26 39,741 

'709J 1 ,439,750 

17 26,325 
I,o�2 2, 1 16,568 

152 ] 79,278 
10 9,718 

1 55 1 92,916 
370 . 289,588 

86 92,461 
14  36,857 
38 7,051 
2 3,141 ---, 

2,426 2,953,903 

,Junks in Foreign Trade, . . . . . . · . . 17,693 1 ,620,224 

I 
410,948 1 33,855 

I 
I 
I 
I 

I ! 
I 

I 
I 
I I 

-------:-------�------
ToTAL, . . . . . . . . . . . .  23,160 ,8,620,409 

. -2----�--
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Comparing this with 1899, we find that the Import Trade has increased, 

the inct·ease being general among all the classes. 
The Transit cargo has also increased in classes I and III but in class II a falling off of 97,550 tons is shown. 
In Exports, although the tonnage cleared has increased by 57,282 tons, 

yet the number of vessels is less by 4,802 a.ncl the Export cn.rgo bnf! 
diminished by 77,892 tons. 

9. During the year, 10,940 vessels of European construction of 
14,022,167 tons (Net Register) carried 8,170,757 tons of cargo as follows :-

Import Cargo . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  3,604,322 
Export , . . . ... . . . . . . ... . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  1 ,933,2SO 
Transit , . . . . . . . .. . .. . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . . . .. . . .. . .. . . .  2,143,749 
Bunker Coal shipped . . . . . . ... . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  489,456 

8,170,757 

The total number of tons carried was, therefore, 58.3 per cent. of the 
total registered tonnage, or 74.5 per cent.. exclusive of River Steamers, and 
was apportioned as follows :-

Imports-

British Ships, . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 2,030,697 
Foreign do., . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1,573,625 

Exports-

British Ships, .. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  1 , 188,608 
Foreign do., . .  . . . .  . .  . . . .  . . .  . .  . . . .  . . .  744,622 

Transit-

British Ships, . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . 1,139,173 
Foreign do., . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1 ,004,576 

Bunker Coal

British Ships, 
Foreign do., •• 0 • � • • • • • • • • • 0 • • • • • • • • •  

274,681 

214,775 

3,604,822 

1,933,230 

2,143,749 

489,456 

Grand Total, . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 8,170,757 
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Trade of tlw Port of Honghon,q for. tltc Year ending 31st December, 1900. 
--

TONS. 
I 

No. of 
Discharged. Shipped. In Transit. Bunker Coal 

�hips. Shipped. 

-- --- --- --- ·- --- ------ -- ----

British, . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  3,58·1 1 ,843,267 1 ,076,002 1,13!1,1 73 249,u83 

ti'orcign, ...... .............. ....... 3,293 1,563,449 732,885 l,004,ii76 21 4,02-! 

River Steamers (British), ..... .  3,927 187,430 1 12,606 . . . 25,098 

Do. (Foreign), . . .  • 136 10,17(j l l ,7lH . .. 751 

-- -- ---- ------

'l'otnl, .... . . . . . . . .  10,940 3,604,322 1 ,933,230 2,143,749 489,456 

--- --- ----- ----- ---- ----

Jnnks in Foreign Trade, ...... ;15,425 :i94,0G7 !!03,675 ... . . .  

-- -- - -- ---- ----- - ---

Total, . .. . . . ... ... 46,36� 4,198,389 2,836,905 2,143,749 489,456 

------- - ---- -- -- -- ---- -- -- ------

r nnks in Local Tmdc, . . . ...... 26,091 16-J ,015 :!0,354 . .. .. . 

-- -- ---- ----

2,143,749 1 Grand Total, ......... 82,456 -1,362,40•! 2,867,259 489,456 

IMPORTS. 

Et'ltt)J'EAX CO.liSTRUCTEI) VE:>SEJ..�. 

I Passengers 
I Uarrkd. 

Tot.al. Registered 
Tonnngc. 

- ------

4,308,025 ;;,663,341) 

3,514,!!34 -l,840,a97 

3�5,134 ll,501,S52 

!!2,664 16,&72 ---1--
8,170,757 I H,U22,167 

___ ! _____ 

1 ,497,742 3,224,856 

--- -

9,668,499 17.247,023 

--- ---

1!11 ,369 l ,Hl8,lll 

-- - --- -- ---

9,862,868 18,44.1>,133 

315,63·1 

18·1,642 

1 ,253,378 

1,753,654-

113,09.) 

1,866,749 

164,330 

2,031,079 

---� -----

Steamer,;, . · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · 

Hiver Steamer� . . . . . . . . .. . . .  / 

Sailing Vessels, . . . . . . . . . . . .  I 
ToW, I 

-- --

J m portcd ton><, . . . . . .  I 

I 8�l�l. 1900. 
-

Xo. I Totlnngc. I __ xo. __ / Tonnage. 

i 
P>,3o3 I -1,864,38.) I :3,.'!62 / 5,1 69,9 1 8  
2,(}S3

1 
] , i ��,:: .: I 

2,033 1 ,7�4,960 
78 / 97,104 I -:i8 I I V, tJ 

· --

Increase. 

No. 

.-)9 
. . .  

20 

-
tronu:�g-:�. 

31).),.333 
I . . .  I 

Decrease. 

No. 

. . .  

;)() I 

Tonnage. 
- - --

. . . 

25,.-mt 

.j,·lH 

2 1 , 2 i l  I . . . i 
<>,7�0.769 1 5,473 r-;:;21 ,982 1 79 1�6.804 1 50 25,.'59 

- - -___ _,_ ___ _ 
--- ------ --

Nett, . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  . . 29 301,213 

:), I t!  I ,riO.i :1,604,322 

..., 

.... � � 
1..-J 

..-, 

...... 

+-
<:.:• 

L...J 



As follows 
Articles. 1 8!19. I 

Beans, . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  . 8, 1 1 0  
Bones, . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  . l,HOO 
Coal, . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  1 
Cotton Yurn and Cotton, . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  . .  

Flour, . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 

GH7,.i57 
34,4i0 

101,939 
Hemp, . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  . 
1Cerosine, (bulk), . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  . 

32,�68 
6 1,027 

, (case), . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  . .  

Liquid Fuel, . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  . 
H0,.388 

Lead, . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  . 
Opium, . . . . . . . .  , . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  . 

I>itch, . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  . 

6,-!6!:< ' 
t') -... -. , l l iJ  
. . . 

Rattan, . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  . 3,998 I 
Rice, . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  . . 
Sandalwood, . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  . .  

S,ulphur, . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  . 

Sugar, . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 
Tea, . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  . 

Timber, . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  . 

General, . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  

ii 1 ,830 
1 ,282 

506 I 
1 8a, 1 62 

6,:l87 
6 1, 1 10 

1,135,828 I 
I ----

Total, . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  . 3, 1 8 1 ,605 
Tru.usit, . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  . 1 ,957,703 

Grnnd Total, . . . . . . .  . . 5,1 39,308 I I 

1 900. 

560 . . . 
1 ,0-15,312 

Hl ,993 
1 5 4, 1 1 1  

54,105 
64,732 
69,979 

2,759 
2,350 
3, 1 9·1 

. . .  

10,204 
673,029 

3,8 1 1  
22 

238,86:1 
6,393 

82,:1 1 1  
1 , 1 72,024 

3,604,322 
2,1 43,749 -
5,74R,071 

I 
I 
I 

I I 
' 
I 

Increase. 

:158�255 

52, I 72 
21,237 

3,705 

2,759 
4 19 

6,206 

2,.529 

I .)5,701 
1 06 

26,266 

Decrease. 

7,560 
1 ,800 

. . .  

l4,-17i 
. .  

. . 

. .  

1 0,609 
. . .  

4·, l l 8  

DH,flOI 
. .  
484 

I 2 1 ,201 

1 560,556 i 1 37,839 I 186,046 
I 

746,602 137,839 

i\ctt, . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  . .  608,763 

---- -- .. _ Exi•otns. 
1 899. I 1 900. 

_:N_:r_o_. ---,1---.r-o,-11-ut_g_e-. -� �o. ·-. --

�tCl�JIICJ'», • . . . . . . • . . . . . . .  • . . . 3,319 / 4,H61,012 3,363 
�niling Ycsscls, . . . . . . . . . . . .  67 ; 74,102 i4 

Tounage. 

5,154,215 
1,753,464 

9::?,506 

UiYer Steamct·.s,. . . . . . . . . . . .  2,08;i 1,781,264 / 2,030 

Tutal,.. . . . . . . .  .5,4Gll �,716,378 / --;,4.6i-/ 'i,ooo�; --
·-

- _ ,  

Ex portcd tou� . . . . . . .  . 2,003,8HG 

Net t, . . . . . . . . . . . . / 
l ,9J3,230 

II 
I 

-· -· _ _ _,__ __ _ 

Increase. 
---

Decrease. 

No. No. 11 Tonuagc. ! --:- . - �!);203 �---
��mgc. 

' · • •  i . . .  : 1 1  1 1 8,4.04 ! 
� 3 1 1 ,607

-1 
G 1- 2S3�07 ;-

5.3 

55 

I 27,800 ' I I 

I 
27,800 

Strs. �unkcr Co:J Str: � unk e r Coal. -·-· -.':\tcfiniCH·.s, . . . . . . .  · . . . . . .  · · · · · a,aw 
Rir<'l' Steamers, . . . . . . . . . . . . / 2,085 

___ , r------
4.67,664 3,3G3 4:63,607 

Strs. 
���nkcr Coal./ St.�

-
� Buuko. CoW. 

44 . . . . . .  4,0.57 26,20'i 2,030 

Total, . . . . . . . . . /�404 ··- 493,R'i1 5,il!.l3 

:.?.:>,849 

11�9,4,;G . 

�3,) 358 

-�
·
� -·---1 ------

� - /  · --_ I _ 
Nett, . . . . . . . . . . . .  / 

I 
.. . I . . .  I 1 1  

tlti 4,4 15 

4,4 1 5 

,.--, 
....... ...... 
- · 

'---' 

,--, 
,_ � 
- ·  

'--' 
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RlVER TRADE. 

Impm·ts, Expm·ts and Passengers. 

Yeur. Imports. Exports. Passenger:;. 

-·- --- 1 
189H, . .. . . ... . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . 184,177 1 3 1 ,362 1,095,266 

197,606 1 900, . . . . . .. . . . . . . .... . . . . . . . , 
I 

1 24,34:1 1,253,37H 

!MPO:RTS. 

]'orcigu trade, 

Local trade, 

Jnnk;;. 
17,732 measuring 

18,018 " 

1,604,632 tous. 

602,148 " 

•rotal, . . . . . .  35,750 " 2,206,780 " 

Imported 758,082 tons as under :-

Tea, ... . .. . . . .. . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . .. . . . . . . . .  . 

Oil, ... . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . .  . 

2,597 tons. 

884 " 

Rice, . . . ... .. . . . . .. . . . . . .. . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . 
Swine (22,727), . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 

" 1,539 

1,345 " 

Earth and Stoues, . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  l28,868 , 

General, . .. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  622,849 , 

'l'otal, . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  758,082 " 

EXPORT�:!. 

J·nnks. 

Foreign 'rrade, 
Local Trade, 

1 7,693 

18,073 

measuring 
" 

1,620,224 tons. 

595,963 ,, 

Total, . . . .. . . . .  35,766 " 2,216,187 " 

Expo1·tecl 934,029 tons as under :-
Kerosine (1,313,452 cases), . . . . . . .. . . . . . . .  46,909 tous. 

Rice and Paddy, . .. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . .  395,824 , 
Earth and Stones, . . . . . . . . . ... ... . . . . . . . . . . .. . . .  57,464 , 
General, . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 433,832 , 

•rotal, ... . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  934,029 " 

[ 1 4�) ] 
LO. P A::iSENGEH::i. 

1 89!). 1900. I In creu�o. Docrc:tHc. I 
�----

- ---- -- --

llri tish V e::�scls, Arrival�, 1 39,621 1 55,889 16,268 .. . 

Do., Departures, . . . .  · 105,701 ; 1 06,360 659 . . . 

53,38.'5 9,027 . . .  

:315,6:14 25,954 

Emigmnt'•······ i
--

44,358 !:----- l--..:.,_--I----
Total, . . . . . . . . 

1_
����

680 ! - - - -- -- !---
_ 

Do., 

. .. 

:Nett, . . . . ... .. . . . 25,954 

I I 
77,214 ! 9ii,6,16 18,432 

57,517 I .j8,738 

16,717 
I 

! 30,258 

Total, . . . . . . . .  . 

;)3,194 
__ ___:_ __ _ I 

H.ivcr Sleamcr:<, Arrivab, . . . . . . .  558,028 ()39,589 I l:l l,561 

Do., Departm·c::;, . . . 537,238 \ 6 13,789 : 76,551 

Total, . . . . . . . . . 1,095,266 1 1 ,253,378 i1.5s,ll2 : 
____ ..:__ ____ !---- ---

1 
.Nett, . . . . . . . . . . . .  ; 1 58,1 12 

--- - ----------- --.. --,---�--.,.!.__ __ I 
,Junks, Foreign Trade, Arrinll:<,! �3,239 56,072 

i Dcparturc:;,l __ so,859 
__ 

5_7_,0_2_3_ : ---- ! 
Tot:tl , . . . . . . . . . J 1 64,098 _I 

Do., 

I 1 13,095 

I 
I ' 

.Kett, . . . . . . . . . . . .  , 

27,167 

23,836 

51,003 

51 ,00;) 



[ 1 50 J 
PASSENGERS,- Coutinued. 

I 
1899. 1900. j Iucrease. Decrease. --- ---1- - --- · 

Total Arriva ls, . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . � tl58, 102 1 947,196 89,094 . . . 

nrcs, . . . . . . . . . . . • . . . . . .  : 7 8 1 ,315 835,910 54,595 . . . Do. Depart 

Total, . . . .. . . . . . . . \ 1 ,639,41 7  1 ,783,106 1 43,689 . . .  
Total Emigra 

I 

nts, . . . ...... . . . . . . . . .  \ 6 1 ,075 83,643 22,568 . . . 

I 
1,700,492 I 1,866,7 49 166,257 Total, . . . . . . . . . . . .  l . . . 

- - --

Nett, .. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 

vals and Dep., . . . . . . 1 l 
76,787 1 1 1 ,286 . . .  . . . Diii. of Arri 

rants, . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . .  6 1 ,075 83,643 . . . .. . 
' I 

Emig 
' 

+ 15,712 +. 27,643 ' . . . or - . . . I Hemaiuder+ 

-

Nett, . . . . . . . . . . . . , i 
,Junks, Local Trallc, Arrivah;,  . . .  49 9"1 ··· I • .... , f) 80,958 37,985 

Do., Departures, 42, 1 1 7  I 83,372 41,255 

Total, . . . . . . . . . .  . . s.5,o9o �164,330 I 79,240 

1----

Kctt, . . . . . . . . . . . .  l 79,240 
I 

REVENUE. 

11. The total Revenue collected by the Harbour Department during 
the year was $246,039.12 being an increase of $55,483,62 ou the previous 
year. 

1 .  Light Dues, . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . � 55,379.38 

2. Licences and Internal Revenue, . . . . . . .. . 47,419.30 

3. Fees of Court and Office, . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 143,240.44 

Total, . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  �246,039.12 

[ ] :i l  ] 
STEAM LAUNCHES. 

12. On the 31st December, there were 179 Steam TJauncbes employed 
iu the Harbour ; of these 95 were licensed for the conveyance of passengers, 
84 were privately owned, 15 were the property of the Colonial Government, 
and 6 belonged to the Imperial Governn1ent, in cba1·ge of the Military 
Authorities . 

Three Mastets' Certificates were suspended for three mouths, five for 
two mouths, five for one month, and three masters were cautioned. One 
Engineer's Certificate was suspended for three months. 

EMIGRATION, 

13. Eighty-three thousand six hundred and forty-tht·ee (83,643) Emi
grants left Hongkong for various places <luring the year ; of these, 53,385 
were carried by British sh ips and 30,258 by Foreign ships ; 121,322 were 
reported as having been brought to Bongkong from places to whic.h they 
had emigrated, and of these, 92,870 were hrongbt in British ships anrl 
28,452 by Foreign ships. 

Returns Nos. XVIII and XIX will give the details of this branch of 
the Department. 

REGISTRY OF SHTPPING. 

14. During the year, 6 ships were registered under the provisions of 
the Imperial Act, and 9 cert-ificates were cancelled. 

MARINE MAGISTRATE'!; COURT. 

15. Forty-two cases were heard i n  the Marine Magistt·ate's Court, re
fusal of duty and absence from shi p without leave were the principal 
offences. 

ExAMINATION oF MASTERS, MATES AND ENGINEERS. 

(Under Section 15 of 01·dinance No. 26 of 1891.) 
1 6. The following table will show the number of Candidates examined 



r 

[ 1 !l:i J 
for Ce1·tificates of Competency, distinguishing those who were successful 

and those who failed :-

tirade. Pnssed. Failed. 

----------·-------- 1 -- - --- ------
�{aster, . .. . . . . . . . . . . .  . , . .. . .. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . ... . .  1 lD 1 

First �late, . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
. 

2:s 1 l 
Only 1-Iatc . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . .. . . .. . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . 1 . .  • 1 . .  . 

' l i\1 '
t ! ;{ i 1 Secont £ a .c . . . . . . . . . . . . . . • . . . . . · · · . . . . . . . .  · · · .. · · . . . . · j 

j 1------ ------1 ' 
4· a Total, . . . . . . . . .. .. . . . . . . 

1 ___ " __ 1 ____ _ 

" ' . ! 'J'"' i ;) l• u·st Class En "tncer, . . . .. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  · .. · 1 - '  
• d Cl  E\' . I 45 ' '>4 Secon ass • ngmeer, . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . · · ·  . . . . . . ! • • j -

'fotol, . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . �--7;-�---2D-. --
MaRINE CoURTS. 

( TTndcr ,','cction 13 of (),·dinancc j\lo. 2fi 1891.) 

17. The following Court has been held during the year :--

On the 22nd November, inquiry respecting the circumstances connected 

with the fonndering of the British Steam Dredger Canton Rive-1', Official 

No. 102,002 of Waterford, in the Hongkong Harbour on the morning of 

the lOth November, 1900. Nobody was blamed for the casualty. 

SuNDAY CaRGo-WORKING. 

( 01•dinancc No. (} o. f 1891. )  

18. During the year, 419 permits were issued, under the provisions of 

the Ordinance. Of these, 88 were not availed of owing to its being found 

unnecessary for the ship to work cargo on the Sunday, and the feo paid for 

the permit was refunclecl in each case, ancl 55 permits were issued, free of 

charge, to Mail Steamers. 

The revenne collected under this heading was ::$43,550 ; this was 

�21,725 more than in 1899. 

'rhe Revenue collected each year since the Ordinance came into force 
is as follows :-

1892, . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  8 4,800 

189:3,. . . . .  . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  . . . . . .  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . l,noo 
1894, . . . . . . . . . . . . . . ' . . . . . . . . ' . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . 13,3/!l 
1895, . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  1 1,600 

l89G, . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  7,575 

189 7' . . ' ' . . . . .  ' ' ' . . . . . . . . . . .  ' ' . .  ' ' . . . . . .  ' ' . . . . . ' . . 11 ,850 

1898,' .. ' . '  ' . . ' . ' . .  ' ' . . . .  ' . .  ' . . . . . . . . . . . . ' . '  . .  ' . . . 25,921) 

' 1899, . . . . . . . . . . .  ' . . . . .  ' . .. . . . . . .  ' .  ' .. ' .. ' . . . . . .  ' . '  21,82 i 

1900, . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 4R,550 

19. Eighteen thousand five hnndreu aucl twenty-three (18,523) Sen,mdn 

were shipped, aucl 22,089 dischu,rged, at the Mercantile l\iu,rine Office and 

on bou,rd ships during the year. 

'fwo hundred and thirty-two (232) "Distressed Seamen" were received 

tlnring the year. Of these, 51 \Vere sent to the Unit')d Kingdom, 2 to 

Singapore, 1 to Colombo, 14 to Calcutta,, l to :Melbourne, 12 to Sydney, 3 

to Ta.ku, 7 obtained employment on shore, 4 wont to Manila, 2 to Calcutta,, 

1 tG Bombay, I to Shanghai, 1 to Canton, 2 joined Chinese Cnstoms, 1 

b.t.ken charge of by Naval autho1•ities, 2 disn,ppeared, 3 died, 3 remained at 

the Government Civil Hospital, 2 ab Sailors' Home, a.nd l Hl ohtnincd c·m

ployment. 

Four thousn,ml one huudt·etl anu ninety-eight Dollars n.nd RevcnLy-five 
Cents ($4,198.75) woro oxpenclecl by the Harbour Master on beba.lf of the 

Board of Trade in the relief of these dist.ressed Seamen, an\l �213.01· by the 

Oolony. 

'MARIN'B SuRVEYOR's Sun-DBPA l�TMF.N'r. 

20. Return No. XXIII shows the work performed during the ycM· by 
this branch of the Harbour Department, and in forwarding this, I wish 

once more to draw attention to the nndermanuing of this sub-department.. 

In December, 1900, the engagement of a temporary Second Assistant 

Government Marine Surveyor was sn,nctioned, a.nd this officer 1s �till 

' 

I 



employed n.s such, rendering most va.lua.ble n.ssista.uce, thereby enabling the 

work to be promptly done and nvoiding the detention of shipping. The 

tonnage of vessels surveyed during the year 1900 was 327,286, an increase 

of. 40,512 over 1899. 

Dmiug the snme period, the number of licensed passenger stea.m 

launches surveyed has increased from 134 in 1899 to 187 in 1900 ; 

while the number of boilers built under the superintendence of the 

Government Marine Surveyor has increased from 62 to 73. This being so, 

I considet· it essential that the temporary a.1ipointment ahove mentioned he 

made permanent. 

I may perhaps uo permitted to quote the following significant figures, 

in continuance of Cn.ptn.in J�ulltSEY's report for 1899, in which he comparos 

the work done in IJiverpool, n,nd in tl1is port, hy the Surve.vor's Depm't. 

ment. 

In I,ivcrpool in the year 1898, vessels aggregating 1,105,000 gross tons, 

were surveyed by a staff of eleven, while in Hongkoug during the same 

period 324,610 gross tons were surveyed by a staff of two, this giving 

100,454 tons per surveyor at. the former port to 162,305 tous per surveyor 

n.t. thn ln.tter. 

The rctums for six months dm·iug l900, show that in Hongkong the 

steamers surveyed aggrcgu.ted 1 81,4.85 gross tons, while i n  LiTerpool 

;350,000 tons wero surveyed during the same period, giving in Hongkoug 

over 90,000 tons per surveyor as n.gainst some 50,000 odd tens in Liverpool. 

The revenue derived, from the work of this Sub-department, by the 

Colony, has increased ft·om $10,055.87 in 1890 to ::n5,036.59 in 1900. 

This revenue does not show the actual work performed, n.s all Gov

ernment work such as survey n.nd reports on Pumping Stations, DisinfectorR, 

Stea.m. Ron.d Roller, Stone Crusher, Dredger, Pontoon Crane and Govern

ment Launches do not appear. In one Government Department ::tlone, viz., 

the Water Police, launches have increased from 3 to 7. These launches 

are surveyed twice a. year and take up a. considerable amonnt of timo n.nd 

:1ttention of this Snb-dopartment. 

[ l.� ;j J 
LIGHTHOUSES. 

�1. The amount of Light Dues collected \Vas as follows :-

- -- ---- ----.---��---

Class of Ves�els. R::tte I : per ton. 
No. of 
Ships. I 'l'onnagc. /Total Fees 

1 collectctl. 
I �--

Ocean V cssel:;, . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  . .  1 ecuL 

Ster�m Launchc�, . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  : ., 
River Steamer;; (night Louts), . . .  ! J· , 
LauncheK plying oxclusively to · 

l\Iacao and West River, by j night, . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  ; ·J ,, 

;),142 
14.9 

1 ,021:> 

2JO 

•>,:?6-l,H:l-1 
.i,tl0:2 

7�t>, i .)(j 

l:?,il:2 

River Sten.tners (day boars), . . . .  : Free 

Lanuchc� plyiug cxclusi\-oly tu 

1,005 I �)66,:W4 I 

:Macao and West River, by 
liU.�', . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  . Free :!3,-JJ7 I 

:-; •. (', 
62.649.3·1 

MWZ 
:?,629.4:� 

·l:!.J-1 

----:----- ----
Tow.l, . . . . . . . . . . . . . · · ! 

---- --- --- ----------

'retegraphic and telephonic communication ha� IJeeu kept up with tbP 
Ua.p Rock aud Cape D'Aguilar during the year. Prom the f01·mer station 
V57 vessels have been reported as passing, and in adllition 200 messages 
were receivetl and 3,512 sent, inolutliug the daily weather report for the 
Observatory. 

.Prom Cape D'A.�uiiar, 1,49}.1 vessels were reported, n,nd m a�1dition 
1,826 message!! wet·e sent and 11 received. 

Sixty-five hours ancl 50 minutes of fog were reported ft·om Gap l�ocl> 
during the year, and the fog signal gun was fired 410 times. Ou three 
occasions the fortnightly reli<:f could not be effected owing to the l'ono-h se:t. - 0 

On December 25th, a telephone cable was successfully Jaid to Wa.-rlau "· 0 
Island in readiness for use when this lighthouse is takeu over. 
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GovBRNMENT GuNI>OWDER DEPo·.r. 

22. During the year 1900 there has been stored in the Government 

Gunpowder Depot, Stonecntters' Island:-

IN f C I Ap!Sl·oximate o. o ases. Weight. 

l lbs. 

(}unpowuer, privately owned, . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  , :!1,1D9 445,815 

Do., Govcrument owned, . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . ; 31<1 42,560 

Cartridge�, privately owucll, . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1 i 5,645 1 ,283,827 

Du., G-ovorwneut owned, . . . . . . . . . . . . . . ..  . . ;)K 16,7·10 

Explosive Compounds, privately owned, . . . . . . . . .  : 491 26,177 

Do., Government ownetl, 
I 

Toto.!, . . . ...... . . . . .  . I 27,647 1,815,119 

During the same period there has been <lelivered out of the Depot :-

For !::ialc in the Colony :-

l<unpowdcr, privately owned, 

UartriJges, do., 

Explosive Compoumb, privately owned, . . . . . .  

For Export :-

l�llli)JOWder, privately owuotl. 

Cartridge�. do., . . . . .. . . .. . . . . . ... , 

v f C ! Approximate ... , n. o ases. w·eight. 

I 
I tb�. 

1 1,649 249,570 

1 ,262 

9i 17,.'>88 

I i 
,;o r 1 1:!,02;) 

1,561 1 412,909 

Explosive Compounds, privately owned, . . _ . . . . : 22 i 
_

1,589 1---·--
Total, ..... .... . . . . . . j 15,192 I 1,049,715 

------------------------------

[ 1.!)7 J 
On the 31st December, 1900, there remained as follows :-

· - - ---- - - -----
v . ' Approximate J.� O. ol Ca�eo. ! Weight. 

-----· -- ' ------

Gunpowder, privately owncJ, . . . . . . . .. . . . . . . . . . .  . . H,S8!J 
;)12 

2,822 

lbs. 
184,220 

42,240 
:W3,884 

15,620 
[ 8,000 

Do., Govcmment owned, . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . 
Cartridges, prin.tely owneu, .. ... . .... . ..... . .. . . . .. 

Do., Government owned, .. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  . 
Explosive Compounds, privately owncu, . . . . . . .  . . 

Do., Government owned, . .  . 

----�----
Total,. . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  1 2,4-!fl ' 663,96r 

l 
GENERAL. 

33. 'rhe present Harbour Office, originally placed. in a most unsuitable 

position (the view of the Harbour to the westward of North-west being 

cut off by buildings), will shortly be entirely built in. 
It is therefore to be hoped that work will shortly be commenced ou 

this much needed new building, and pushed forward rapidly, otherwise the 

efficiency of this Department will  be seriously impaired, by the impos
sibility of seeing any part of the Harbour from the Office. 

T he staff of the Department is still of the same strength as it was 26 

years ago (if I except the temporary addition of a third 1\!farine Surveyor). 

During this time the nett register tonnage passing through their hands 

has appr,�ximately doubled. There is, however, every prospect of the 

clerical st.1.ff being increased by one in the near future, which will be or 

groat assistance in coping with the ever increasing work. 

During the ypar, one new Harbom Station has been opened :�t 'l'ai Po, 

in the New Territory. 

hrPORTS AND EXPORTS (OPIUl\1) o�'FJC�. 
24. The H.eturu shows that during the year the amount of Opium 

reported was as follows :-

JS!J!J. 
dwBta. 

.Imported . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  41 ,690 
Exported . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  40,524 
Through Cargo report- t 1 7 346 c•l but not landed . . .  J ' 

woo. 
cltest.,<. 

43,256l! 
38,721� 

1 7,557� 

/JWI'OUSI!, IJn:rwsc. 
rliut.<. (•hr�t.,. 
1,566-& 

I ,S02i 
:l l lt 
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Fomtoeu thousauu six hundred aud forty-four permits were issuell 

from this Office during the yea.r, being a. decrease of 656 ns compared with 

1899. 

A uaily memo. of exports to Chinese ports was during the year 
supplied to the Commissioner of Imperial Ma1·itime Customs, and a daily 
memo. of expo1·ts to Macao was supplied to the Supedntendent of Raw 
Opium Department of Macao. 

Sul·prise visits were paid to 81 godowns during the ymtr. 

I have the honour to be, 

Sir, 

Your obedient Servant, 

BASIL TAYLO&, 

Acting Hm·bom• Master, �·c. 

Tho Honourable J. H. STEWA&'.r LocKHA.ItT, c,l\I.G., 
Colonial Sec1·eta?'Y, 

<S·c., 

NftAt>UU & Co., Print&r•, .G & �7, Dce Vreux Rou4, Hongkon;;. 




