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RULES AND REG.ULATIONS. 
>osc (: 

• l. That 1lw Suciety hp :4yled TnE llox•:KOX<: t h:xEHAI. CHA�lBER 
OF ( ' o)DIEJII'E . 

• 
JJ. That the ohjeet of the Clmml,er �hall he to \Y:ttdt .,,·t·r and protect 

tlH· )?;Cill'rHl i111 ere .-;t:; of Commerce, to colle<:l infunnatio1 1 u11 all matters of 
iutnre�r to the ).Ien:antile Comrmmit1·, and to n�e c1·er·y mean,; within it:< P'"'1�� for the re mnntl of <)l'il", the re<f;·c;;� of grie,·all<.,es, ;uul the promotion 
of the •·omrnort goo<l; tu r·nmmnnicatc with Antluwities arul others thereupon ; 
to form a code of practice, where!Jy the trausactiou of hlJ�illO>'S may Ue 
Himp]itieJ :t!I.J faeilitntetl; to nlcei ve references, 1\IHJ to aruitratc ]Jetween 
disputants-the dcdsiou,: iu �nch refcreun• to he rt�C'or·ded for fntnre guidance. 

Ill. Tlr at :tll .Mcrcanl ile Firms and persous engaged or inlercsted iu the 
Tt·adc of China shall he eligiulc for admission a:; �leml.Jers in the manner 
hereafter ,Jescribed, :tnd on payment of $.10 for l!'il·ms, aud $1.) for single 
iudi l'idnals for the current year, and a like: Annual Suh,.:criptiou, payable iu 
:�<lntn<·e on l,.:t .Jan11ary. 

I\'. Thai earulidates for admission prop<JI'c<.l hy one ::IIcmuer aud secotu.letl 
uy rllwtlter ;:hall he eledetl at the yearly )Jccting hy a majority of votes of 
1he :\!ember>< then pre8ent, or in the interval, hy the• Commillec>, ,:nbject to 
<·o�olinnation at tlw next ensuing General Meeting. 

V. Thnt Ynting by Proxy, or by :MemhPr� wlw�e �IIL6eription� are in 
arrear, be not allowed, und llrn t not mo re t.!tau ouc ::\I ember of the ;:nme Finn 
be allo\\'c<l t.o vote on the samt• oceasiou. 

VI. That in the absence from the Colouy of all the 1->artncnr in n Firm, 
their Hepre�enta.til·e uy Power of Attonwy Rlmll he entitled tu Yote. 

VI f. That nny ::IIemhet· may be expelled froHt the Clwmher on I he· 
1u·opr�'i1iou of tl.w Committee eommunicated to all the Member", nrid eon»i
dere<l ai n (ietteml ::lfectiug, pnn·ided that. 11<>1 fewc•r than two-third,; of thn:<e 
prc>,.:eu t \'otc for the expnlsioll. 

Ylll. Thnt anv number of �Iemhers not le,;:; than 10 ;,hall he held to 
<·ou:<titute n Gener:{') lHeetiug elllled in eonformil_,. will1 1he rule� of the 
l'hamhcr, whethe r yearly or :opeciul. 

I X. That the Hu�incs� am1 Fnno::; of the C:hnmber be uraJJagcd hy n 
C<.llJJH i tl•�e of ?\ill(' .:llember,.., cousistiug of ChniJma11, Vice-Chairman nucl 
Sc,· m l ::\lember,.., to he e lected auuunlly, at the yt;arly G m 1 era i )h•t:tiHg of 
llH· Chnnher Fc,lll' to form a tptornm, and the l'hainnr\11 iil ('ll�(' or ('ql!ldity 

.
to ha,.,, tl:c> <':t�tiug Yote in addition to hiK own. 

X. That the Committee shall meet at least oueo a moutl1, ou �ueh duy 
Hs muy he fixe<! for the trausnetion of bm>iJJess, nuJ at other times when 
Sl11lllll()lled ln· the Chairman, or in his ahSC'll('(l uy tlto Vice-Chainnau. Thu 
proeecdiugs to he l;titl on the tahle for lhe iuspection of .:.\Icrnbers, �mbjc('t to 
su

�
ch regulat i<>ll� as tbo Commit tee may dE:lem expedient. lu ease� of 1hn 

non-ntlendauce of the Chairman or \'i<"e-('hainnau, a Chai rman to he clw,;en 
hy the :M (•m her:< prescu t. 

. . . 
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X I. That in ease of a ':tl'ancy in the Committuc, it ,.;hall J,e liil<'tl up 

J>ro tempore by the Committ<>c until the nrx:t (�cneral )lectin�; antl that 
they have the power tu appoint a Snh-l'()mtuirte<' fmm their ow11 ntunlll'r fot· 
auy purpo!<e whatc,·er. 

XII. That a paid Set:retar.'· he elt•det l !ty th1• CouHnittc!•, :melt dct•tio,t 
to ltc snbjeet to t�ot�finnatiou nr the nox:t cu�ning: <.:eueral :\h-eting. 

XIII. That tlu· :\nuttal (iencml }feetiu� of the Chmnbt•t: "hall\r lll'ld 
in thu month of Fchruary (or a>< ,.;tHlll thorenfter a" may he found eottn•uieut) 
o[ each year; nnJ. that Spll<'ial .\1eetin:r� �hall ltc t·alletl "·'· the l'hairm�111 , or 
i n  hi� ah:;ence h�· thl• Viei!-C'lwirmnu, on tlH• n•tpti"ition of any Fin! :\IPmher" 
of the Chmnhcr, to ltc held within ten tla .''" """"l't[lteltt to the re!·Pipt of sut•h 
requi"ition. 

X.l\'. Tlmt all imp11rlaut 'lllc"tion" nfl"cetitt)!; th1• Trade of tlw Port. and 
it:- l'olitit·:d or l'umtucn:ial rPlatinn,; with rhc E111pin• of l'hiua or with vtltt•r 
State", may be di�cu�,.;c1l at I he 1 early U tHtcral }footing or SpPt·ial ( �t'll!'l"ll I 
)leering for that p urpo�c eoa,·mlCLI, in th<' tllalliH't: pro,·i·l�·d for lty Hult• X I I I. , 

X\'. That the Committee he empowei·cLl to fnmw B.,· -law�, whit'h :.111111 
at once come into force, hut mu.�t be pn·�onted for t•onlinnatiou at tll1' uext 
eu�uiug Gcueml .Mct>tiii�J; of the Chamber; a11tl heiug- ;m t'nnfirmetl. �hall IH• 
cqti;dl.r hinding with the:<e Huh•:< upon all }lemlwr�. 

X \'I. That th(• Fuud::; of the Chamber :;hall l>t' pai•l iuro out· of tlw 
B:111k.� under au aecouut to Ill' opened by tho l'onnnitlt'!', and that alll'hl't)liP:< 
>!hall lw �iguetl hy the S•!Crl'lar_y to the Ch:unher, c·tHtntcr:<ignl'll hy tlw 
Chairman or \Ticc-Chairmon, or in their nb.<('llt'(' i>Y OIIC or th!� Committee: 
thnt all t!i,.,Jnu:;ement� "hall he :<:llll'flOitml lty t!H• c::mmitt1•e nt their Ort!inan· 
)[eetiug:;, and that nu :H'Cilllltt :-:hnll be a"u.iitt>•l hy two :\lemhers of th.<· 
Chamber a111l l:ti1l before the yo:n·ly Ueneml :\l eetit:g. 

XVII . That a .n�arl_y Hepnrt of th�· prol·eetliugs, he• prepan•tl, antl, aftl'r 
hl'iug a.ppro,·ed at a (<mwral :\.f(•Ctiug-, printed and t•ireulatetl. 

X \'III. That the altoYe Hule>' be atl•Jed to or altl'red only by a tuajorir�· 
of the }!embers of the Chamber present at a Ueueral :\iecting:. tt·tt day:;" 
uoti<'O hadng hcen g-h·cn of the propo:<(•tl alt<!r:ttiou. 

XIX. That the furegoiug I: nit!>' be priuted, :111d au autheutit·ate<l !'opy, 
,.;ub:scrihed by mwh :\f('mhcr on :ulmi:-::iou, h(• kt•pt a :' part of tll£' rrt·onl,.; nf the 
Chamber. 

---��···15ij' 

I. The OIHee �hall i>l' open daily from ?\oon to I o'1·lock P.�t., when 
the �ccrctat·y �hnll l•e in !ltt!"tHlauee, nud rell!l,'" to commnnicatP w ith an�· 
.;\Iemhcr rcquiriug information or arcc�� to the lh·eonl:< of the Chmnltrr. 

J • • • 

• 

, ' 
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Il. The Secretary shall attend all Meotinas (includina those of the 

Arbitration Committee, if required), keep a jom·n�t l  of all pr�ceedings, take 
charge of all documents, keep the accounts of the Chaml,er, collect Statistics, 
prepare Stn�ments of -r:•·ade, conduct and keep copie" of con:espoudence, and 
attend to suc11 other dnt1es as may be required by the Committee. 

• Ill. A.ll Communications shall be recei,·eJ. and answei·ed tlnou.,.h the 
Chairman, Vice-Chairman, or Secretary. 

0 

I\�. No tlocuments belo�giug to :he Chamber shall be removed during 
Office hour�, nor shnll any mmute of 1ts proceedin":s he ma<le public without 
an order of the Committee. 

0 

• Y. Notice of any proposition or busine,;s to be laid before the yeal'ly 
General Me�ting, or any Special Meeting, shall be given to the Secretary at 
least . forty-�1ght homs be� ore the :Vleeti�g.' who, in the circular calling such 
Meetmg, wtll �>tatc the bnsmess or pmpos1twu, aml by whom to be brought 
forward. 

V�. The. �
ne:"ns to �ro,·id� a. suitable Establi:;hment, and to defray ex-} peuses 111 adJ.Jtion to the �nbscnptwm; fixed h1• Rule 3, shall be raised in the 

following manner:-By the sale of f::ltatcments' of Tmdt!, ln· fee� on Arbitra
tion and References, by fees for certified cupie� of the IiecorJ.s ntul other 
D.ocm_nents _ iu th� Archi,·es of the Chamber, :mJ. h_y mluntnry gifts and eon-
tnhutwus mther m money, map�, hooks, or :mvthilw which may be useful to 
the ln;;titntion. · ""' 

VII. The Committee !<hall appoint every year live ft·om theb· number 
three of whom in regular :;uccession shall be 'tl;e A.etin<T Committee to decid� 
on all cnses submitted to the Arbitration of the Cha�ber whose

' 
fnuctions 

shall continue so long as any bnsine�s hrouaht before them ;lnrin.,. their period 
of service is undecided. 

"' 0 

VIII. The )!embers of the Arbitration Cnmtuittee �hall he entitled to n 
Fee of n:>t le�H than $5, all(! not more titan $�0 eaeh, and the Chamber to a 
Fee (_in audition) of ;wt �ess that $10, mtd not mo�·e than 8100, on evel'y case 

• �ubtnttt�d to
. 

t.he at•bJtt:atwu of the Chamber. The amount to be regulated by 
t�1e Arlntmtwn Commttt.ec, ncco)'(ling to the imp<)rtancc of the case anJ. the 
t1m� ?ceupieJ. therein, subject to an nppe�J to the General Committee, whose 
tlectsion on the nmount shall be final. 

IX. The Disputants in an Arbitration case shall be held to guarantee 
the fees jointly nnd sevemlly to the Chamber. 

·x. The Arbitration Committee shall appoint its own Chairman ·ltlld 
•:nnfine its f_nnctions �o cases "'hc�l its intervention or adYice is requested, and 
<lll no occas1?n shall tt proceed w1th :tny case nnles;; a.ll the par·ties stTUscrihc 
a Bo11tl makmg the award n Rule of thE' Supreme Comt. :PrinteJ. forms of 
,.;neh Bomb legally prepared, ;;hall be kept for the information of .Members 
who may have oceasion to resort to the Chamber for Arbitration: and the 
Committee shall not arbitrate upon, uor take any cognizance of, any dispnt.e 
whatc�·m·, unless ono of the parties interested therein he a :\fember of the 
Chmnher . 
•. 

XI, That in the event of any question as to the comtrnction or applica
tl{>ll. of these l3�-�aws, the General Committee ;;hall have power to decide 
the same, snbmtttmg the matter to the next General Meeting of the Chamber 
for it� finnl decision. 

... 
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SCALE OF COMMISSIONS AND BROKERAGES 

adopted by the Ilonglwug Gene1·al Clwmbe1· of Commerce, 
at tlle.lw(f-.1Jem·ly Jfeeting !teld on April 30th, 1872. 

CO:aE\IISSIONS. 
Purcha�iug or selling Tea, Haw Silk, am! Cott.on, . . . . . . ....... 3 per cent. 

, any of above, if as returns for Goods sold, ............ 2-t , 
,, C)l" sel1ing Opinm, . ....................................... 2 ,, n 

, or selling all otl!cr Goods and Produce, Ships 1,5 and Real Estate, ............................... J 
, and selling �hares or �tocks, ........ .. . . ............. 1 

Inspecting Tea or Silk, .............................................. 1 
Guaranteeing Sales, ........................................ . . . . . ...... 2t 

, Remittances, . . .... .............. . . ... ... .. . ... . . . ..... 1 
Dmwing or endorsing Bill>; of Exchange , . . .... ...... .... ........ 1 

, or negociating- Bill;; of Exchange without. recour,;e,. t 
Purchasiug or re..'l.lising Bullion or llills of Exchange, .. ... ":· f 
Remitting the Proceeds of Bnllion or Bills of Exchange,...... 2 
Paying and receiving Money in Current. Account, . ...... . . .... 1 

, Ship's Disbm�ements, ....................................... 2-! 
Collecting Freight, ............................... ; .. . . .  · · ............. 2t 
Obtaining Freight or Charter, ....................................... 5 

, , or , and collecting same Freight, ... 6 
Adjusting Insurance Claims on Amount. Recovered, ............ 2! 
Effecting Insurance, on the Insured Amount, . .................. i 
Prosecuting or .def�nlling successfully Claims, either at Law l_ 5 

or bv Arlntratwu, ............................................. J 
Prosecuting- or tlefcJHling nnsncccssfully, . ........................ 2l\ 
Managing Estates and collecting Hcnts, ........................... 5 

" 
" 

" 
, 
" 

, 

" 
;, 

Transhipping and forwarding ,Jewellery, and Bullion, . .... .... i 
Forwarding or transhipping Cargo, . .... .. ...... .......... ........ 1 , 
Transhipping or forwarding Opium, .............................. $2 per che�t. 
Goods withdmwn or re-sl•ipped, ......... ... ......... ... .... ........ ! Commission. 
Granting Letters of Credit, .. . ........................... ....... ..... 1 per cent. 
For doing ship's business when no inward or outward Com- l20 cents per 

mission is earn et!, ............................................. J Hcgister ton. 
The conversion into Hongkong currency of sterling freight inward to Hong

kong, payable in Hongkong, shall, unless otherwise stipnlated, be made 
at the rate for Bank Bills on London payable on demand; and the rate 
ruling at the clo:;e of a mail shall be the rate applicahle to such purpose 
tlt�ng the subsequent week. 

BROKERAGES. 
Bills and Bullion, .............. : ................ f per cent. Payable by Seller. 
Produce & General Merchand1se, .. . .. .. . .. .. 2 ,, , ,, 
Fire Arms, ....................................... 1 ,, ,, ,r 
For negociating and completing Charters t 1 by Ship. and procuring Freight, . .. .. . . .. . .  . . ... " " 
Shares i per cent. on the amount of 

:�foe!, ��������.�.��.�.�� .. t.l�� .. ������ Payable by both sides. 

• 

• 

' 

• 

MINUTES of the Yearly Geneml Meetin,q of the HoNGKONG 
GENERAL CHAMBER OF CoMMERCE, held on the 20th .l1 arch, 
1890, for the pU?puse of ·receiving the Report of the Committee 
(lnd passing the Secretary's Accounts .fi.17' the .1Jear ending 31st 
Decembe·r, 1889. 

P1;86ent :-

The Honourable P. RY&IE (Chairman), Honourable A. P. MAcEWEN, 

Honoura.ble J. J. KESWICK, Messrs. B. LA.YTON, L. PoESNEflKER, H. 
HorPxus, R. M. GRAY, W. H. FoRBEs, J. J. FRANCis, Q.C., E. MAcKIN TosH , 
C. J. HmsT, ST. C. MICHAELSEN, H. W. DicK, G. E. NoBLE, G. de 
CHAMPEAUX, G. S. CoxoN, T. WHITEHEAD, and F. H ENDERSON (Secretary). 

THE MINUTES. 

The SECRETARY having read the notice convening the meeting. 
The CHA.I&:MAN proposed the minutes of the last meeting be confirmed. 

It has not been the custom to read these minutes. There is a copy here 
which has been taken from a faithful report and I presume you will · 

sanction them. 
Mr. HoPPIUS seconded. 
The motion was canietl. 
The CHA.I&MAN-Messrs. HEWETT & Co. have joined the Chamber and 

their election requires your confirmation. 
Mr. IJAYTON proposeu that the election be confirmed. 
Mr. MICHAELSEN seconded, and the motion was carried unanimously. 
Honourable A. P. MacEwEN proposed Mr. G. STEWART as a member. 
Mr. NoBLE seconded and Mr. STEWA&T was elected. 
On the motion of Honourable A. P. MAcEwEN seconded by Mr. GRAY, 

Mr. W. G. B&oDIE was elected a member. 

The CHAIRMAN-Gentlemen, I have now to lay the report of the 
Comn1ittee before you. As you are well aware it has been published in the 

newsJJapers some time ago so that everyone has bad an opportunity 
of forming an opinion upon it and whether auy additions or alterations 
should be made. If any gentleman present has any alteration or addition 
to suggest. the time has now come to do so. The report has already been 
published, but of course it is not finally passed until the opinion of the 
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members is taken upon it. The matters '1'1 hi eh your Committee have dealt 
with this year Lavo not been so numerous as those in previous years. 
However; sur:h as they have been, I think I eau say your Committee have 
devoted every attention to them. I will now just go over shortly t!Je 
different matters which l1ave occupied the attention of the Chamber during 
the year. StatuB a'l!d Priv ileges of Men-oj�wm· granted to S1tbsiclised Po1'eig,;: 
Mail Steamers at B1-iHsh Colonial Po1'ts.-You will see by the report tha.t these 
terminate on the 30th April next. I think if the matter bad beeu duly 
considered, the �tatus and pt·ivileges of men-of-war would never have heen 
granted to these ships, or if granted they would have been granted in a 
modified form. But somehow or other this small Ordinance has been 

brought before the Council every year-I don't think the Ordinance is 
more than ten l ines-- and pa-sseu. The matter was never brought before 
the Cbamher of Commerce till within the last few years. How injurious 
th0se p owers might lJecome in their exercise has apparently now lJeen 
considered and when tLe German mail steamers got their privilege, it w�ts 

accompanieu by a rider from the Secretary of State, which pledged them 
not to interfere with the powers or the laws of this Colony in any way. 
This shows that the Government at home have begun to think that perhaps 

• they have made a mistake in giving the full powers and privileges of a 
man-of-war to mail stmtmers. Now that they have l0oked further into the 
matter, and seen how detrimental the granting of these privileges may 
prove, and in consequence of the line nearly all the Chambers of Commerce 
took on the matter, they are to be withdrawn. Prouably if the Government 
had thought whttt the consequences of the granting of these privileges 
would b�, only a port.iou of the privileges of men-of-war would have been 
eonfened. There eau be no question that those who suggested the Ordi
nance at home and the Officials of this Colony who drafted it and put it 
before the Council, did not consider what large powers they were giving to 
thes'l steamers. s�wvey of the Coast of Ch;na.-This matter was dealt with 
in our previous re1Jort. With regard to it I am now informed by the 
Admiral that the subject has been re-considered, and I suppose Imperial 
interests now are not so much affected by stationing one of Her Majesty's 
vessels on the coast of China as they were before. Not only do I hear that 
one ship is to be stationed on the coast but another is to be sent out, 
so that it evidently seems that the authorities now think that it is an 
advantage to keep up the survey of the coast. Pinnacle Roclc Fund.-Tbis 

has certainly been rather P. disappointing matter after the exertions mad� 

• 
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in getting the fund togethe1·. As you will see, what has been done has been 
duly ;Lppreciated by the Hydrographic Department at Whitehall. Fees to 
Special Jm·o1·s.-Tbis has been a vexed question fot· a long time, and I am 
bound to say that I do not think that the Governor, when he replied as he 
did to the Chamber, took the matter fully into his consideration. The 
Chief Justice in his report is against it. I think it a pity that the powers 
that ueiOClid not accede to the reqnest of this Chamber. Non-Fulfilment of 
Contmcts.-'rhis has occupied the attention of the Ch<tmber a great dea-l, 
hut i� is evidently surr,mnJetl by so many difficulties that fot· the present 
nothing ca.u he done with regard to it. Strl1'rn- Warnings.-The insufficiency 
of storm-warnings has occupied the attention of the Executive, !tnd a 

Commission has the matter now in band. There is no doubt the present 
system is very unsatisfactory, but I think now we may look to everything 
being put right with regard to this matter. Revision of the Chinese Emigm
tion Act.-This I think is a \'ery serious matter. The complaints of owners 
and agents of steamers have been numerous with regard to this Act, and 

uutil there is r, radical change in the way emigration business is carl'ied 011 

in this Colony there will Le grievances. This Chamber has represented 
the matter to the Govemment and has suggested the establishmeut of an 

emigration dep:utment distinct from the Harbour Master's office, which 
would be a very great improvement. I think we are all of opinion that 
the way in which emigration is carried on now is very unsatisfactory. I do 
not say that the Harbour Master's Department have been remiss in their 
duties, but I do think that sufficient attention to detail has not been given, 

· and that steamships should not bo hampered iu any way by their regulations. 
An intelligent gentleman who will devote his entire attention to the Emi
gration Department is much needed. Sunda.y Observance in the Hm·b01tr.

'rhis matter has been before us for some time and now the Secretary of 
St;tte has taken it up. The Secretary of StaJe may be a very powerful 
Official, but I alii afraid he will have to introduce drastic measures with 
regard to this matter to make them of any avail in Hongkong. Direct 
Ca.ble Communication bet·ween Hong!.:ong nncl Singapo1·e.-Thi;; is not the fit·st 
time that this matter has been hcfore the Chamber. We have a gentleman 
present who has taken cleep interest in it from time to time, and perhaps 

<0 
he may have something more to Sl1Y about it. Captain'sLienfo1' Disbu1·se-
�nents in P1·iority to Mortgagees.-·This is a matter in which a decision has been 
rl!cently come to at home, and we ea.n only hope that in this Colony we 
may not have many cases of the kind. Opium Snwggling on board the Rive't 
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Steamers to Oanton.-Here again is a very important matter, but so far no 
progress has been made with it. .A.n Ordinance was promised months ago. 

which was to meet the objections raised as to the carrying out of the 

present Ordinance, with reganl to the searching of vessels and the persons 

of people of J'espectable character. I do not know what are the reasons fo,t· 

the delay in bringing it forward. I have spoken over and over again to 

the la.te Acting Attorney General and hi!3 reply was that there wereccertain 

matters which made the delay necessary in regard to the promised Ordinance. 

Rates of Postage between England and the East.-This is another impqrtant 

matter. Mr. HENNIKER HEATON has commuuica.ted with our respe�ted 
Secret:wy, and I think the matter should receive the attention of the powers 
at home. It seems to m e  a.usurd that the rates by the French lmd German 
steamers should be j ust one half of those by t.he English steamers. The 

reduction of these rates is, I think, a mattor we shoulcl :tdvoe<Ltc and we 
may be sure of getting the assistance of Mr. H ENNIKER H EA.TON. The 

China Association.-This has only been formecl a very short time, bnt there 

is no doubt that it will prove a very usefu 1 association I think . I think as 

the subscription is very sumll, some subscription should come from this 
Colony. Light on the Gap Rock.--This is a subject which one of the 
members present has interested himself in a good deal. Tha.t the Gap 

Rock is the proper place for the light to be on is, I thiuk, the opinion of 

everybody except Sir RoBERT HA&T's Inspector of light houses. This matter 

was first bronched by one of the Admirals at a dinner given to Sir RICHARD 
MACDONNELL but unfortunately a report of thnt dinner never saw the light, 

by some mistake of the Committee, otherwise, no doubt, this light on the · 

Gap Rock would have engaged the attention of this Chambet· at· a much 

earlier date than it did. Licensing Share Brolre�·s.--This is another matter 

of great importance to a number of gentlemen in this Colony engaged in 

share-brokiug, and they are desirous that it should be dealt with. Then 

comes in the question as to the rules and regulations. Some are of opinion 
that t.be Govemment should make these. \Ye are not of t.ltnt opinion, and 
we suggest that the brokers should solve the matter by forming themselves 

into an association. I am informed t.hat after seeing this repo1't they have 
again become active in the matter, and purpose waiting on the Government 
with a view of learning what is the Lest course for them to adopt. There 

is no doubt they could frame their owu regulations and get means to en
fol'Ce them, though there might be difficulties on account of the different 

nationalities of the brokers and other matters. Alleged Contemplated Oonven-

!I 
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tion between lhe Tr,legmph fJompanies and the Chinese Govenunent.-·This is a 
mt�.tter which, as you are aware, uot only this Chamber but the Shanghai 
Chaml.Jcr aml other fJhambers have taken great interest iu. At one time 
we hear tha.t the convention has been ratified, at another tha.t it has nqt 
'�'!Oil ratified. From the information this Chamber has in its possession 
there is no doubt that so far it has not been ratified. A conference hn.s 

beeu a� j>ointed to take place in Paris in May, when the matter will be 

brought up by the representatives of t.he cahle companies. Let us hope 

tha� �ny convention which will tend to keep up the high tariff here will be 

strongly optwsecl hy the entire community. I do not think there is any

thing else f'or me to roma.rk on and I now propose that this meeting do 

adopt the report furnishe:l by their Committee 1md the accounts attached 
thereto. 

Mr. PoES.NEUKER sccunded. 

Carried unanimously . 

The CHAIRMAN-I omitted to ask, before putting the resolutiou to 

the meeting, whether :tuy gentleman had any remarks to make, but it is 

not too late no w. 

HonouraLle A. P. t.iAcEwEN-Perhaps it may be of interest to the 

Chamber of Commerce to know, in reference to the Observatory and the 

storm-warnings, that the Governor appointed a Commi�sion to enquire 
into the work of the Observatory. That Commission has sat and has taken 

an immense amount. of evidence, and I am glad to say that they have now 

· completed their labours. Doubtless the result will shortly be in t.he hands 

of the Govemment and of course I shall ask that the report be laid on 
the table and so communicated to the Chamber. It would be premature 

for me to say what conclusion the Commission has come to, but I may go 

so far as to say that a vast improvement will immediately be noticeable in 
the working of that impo1 taut institution. (Appln.usl'). 

The CHAIRMAN-The next business is to appoint a Committee for the 

ensuing year. 

Mr. FltANCIS proposed that the present Committee should be re-elected. 

Mr. HoPPIUS thought it would be desirable to have Mr. MAcEwEN on 

the Committee and to do that they must appoint a new Committee. 

On the motion of Mr. KESWICK a ballot was taken with the result that 

the following gentlemen were elected on the Committee :-Honourable P. 

· -

• 
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RYRIE, Honourable A. P. MAcEwEN, Honourable J. J. KEsww�, Messrs. 

E. MACKIXTOSH, W. H. FoRBES, R. M. GRAY, H. HoPPius, ST. C. MICHAELSEN, 

and G. E. NoBLE. 
Honourable P. RYRIE-The .next business is the election of a Chairman 

and Vice-Chairman. 
On the motion of Honomable A. P. MAcEwEN, seconded ·by Mr. 

WHITEHEAD, the votes were taken by ballot, with the result that Mt� 1\IJA.c
KINTOSH was elected Chairman and Honourable A. P. 1'IAcEwEN Vice

Chairman. 
Mr. MACKINTOSH--GenUemeu, I thank you for the honour you have 

bestowed upon me and I hope to merit your confidence. 
Honourable A. P. MacEwEN-I think Lefore we separate, we should 

offer a hearty vote of thanks for the great interest JHr. RYRIE has always 
taken in the Chamber and the work be has done for it. I am sure be will 
he glad of a rest this year, aucl I think the Chamber is to be congratulated 
on the dection of Mr. MACKINTOSH as Chairman. I heg to propose a vote 

of thanks to !\fr. RYRIE. 
1\'I r. Fo&nEs seconded, and the vote was carried with loud applause. 
The CHAIRMAN-I appreciate the remarks that have fallen from Mr. 

1\'IAcEwEN. I do feel perhaps tl1at a younger man than myself should be 
head of the Chamber of Commerce. I have had my da,y. I have worked 

for many years ;�s Chairman and Vice-Chairman of this Chamber, aml as 
Mr. MAcEwEN says I shall be glad of a little rest. I may add that I do 

not think a bettet· selection could have been made t..ha,n Mr. MACKINTOSH. 
The meeting then closed. 

• 

Report of the Committee of tlte HoNGKOXG GEXEHAL CHAMBER 
oF Co�nnmcE, ju1· the Ye({l· ending 81st /Jecemlm·, 1889, 

• 

presented to t!te Jlfembers at the Annual .l! atin!J, held on 

�Juf1'.�day, the 20th .l!arc!t, 189U. 

The Committee beg to submit to the Chamber the following Report 

of their proceedings dUt·ing the period under notice. 

Status and Privileges of Men-of-war granted to Subsidised 

Foreign Mail Steamers at B1•itish Colonial Ports. 

Her Majesty's Secret!w_v of State for the Colonies having intimated 

that the Postal Conventions entered into between Great Bl'itain, and 
France and Germany will terminate on 30th April, 1890, the extraordinary 

privileges granted to Foreign Mail Steamers in ·British Colonial Waters 
will in consequence also terminate on that date. It is satisfactory to be 
able to assume that the united action of this and other Chambers, at home 

and abroad, has been mainly instrumental m bringing about this desired 

change. (Appendix A.) 

Survey of the Coast of China. 

The withdrawal of H.B.M.'s surveying vessel Ramble1· and the conse

quent interruption to a su1·vey, which had in part been very effectively 

carried out, has been the subject of somewhat lengthy correspondence 

between the Chamber and the Nav:al Authorities. In discussing the 
question the Committee gave due prominence to the magnitnde of the 

interests involved in the trade with China, and persistently urged the 

pressing necessity for an early resumption of the survey. These arguments 

were met with the eomewhat uneatisfactory rejoinder " that it is not consi

dered compatible with other Imperial interests that one of Her Majesty's 

Vesselfl should be permanently stationed on the Coast of China." The 
Committee, however, arc pleased to learn that these opinions have, appareut 
lyJ been subsequently modified a s  they have been given to understand that 
a surveying vessel is already under orders for the China Station. (Appen

dices B. & 0.) 

• 
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Pinnacle Rock Fund. 

'l'his fund organised by the Ch<tmber· for the purpose of rewarding 
fishermen and others offering inform11tion <tS to the position of obstmctions 
to navigation along the Coast has been •\ugmented by a fmthet· subscription 
of $250, and with the addition ef interest now stands at $2,245. The 

absence of a surveying vessel has prevented its application to the p1lfposes 
for which it was intended, and for the present the fund remains in abeyance. · 

Though only one Pinnacle lwck was discovered through inform�tion 
supplied during the latter part of the Ramblel"s st.ay on the Coast her 

Oaptain, Commander MooRE, was confident that snch a system of rewards 
if persevered in would prove very fruitful of goou results. The Hydrogra
phic Department at Whitehall specially marked its appreciation of the 
action of the Chamber by tendering tha.nks for what had been done. 
(Appendices B. & 0.) 

Fees to Special Jurors. 

The question of remuneration to Special Jurors has ag•�in claimed the 
attention of the Committee and been the subject of further correspondence 
with the Government. The proposal of a daily fee of $10, in cases prolong
ed beyond one day, was advanced rather with the idea that it might u11de1· 
certain circumstances tend to deter lit.igrtnts from claiming the services of 
Special Jurors in unimportant cases, than that it would in all instances be 
an adequate remuneration to Special Jurors. His Excellency the Governor 
when replying to the Chamber regretted· his inauility to meet. their views in 

regard to fees, but stated that be had given instructions for the preparation 
of an amending Ordinance to the effect, that uo Special Jury is to be sum
moned unless the Judge is satisfied the case will probably present such 
difficuities as to render a Special Jury desirable. (A ppend'ix D.) 

Non-Fulfilment of Contracts. 

·with tbl'. view of, if possible, finding some remedy for the present un
satisfactory position of the Import trade as regards Contracts the Chamber 
was induced to issue to Importers the anneY.ed Circular. The existe)lce of 
the evil complained . of was freely admitted, but the Circular evoked little 
or no response from Importers, nor were any remedies suggested. U nd

,
er 

these circumstances the Chamber has not moved further iu the matter. 
(Appendix E.) 
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Storm-·warnings. 

The desimuility of the earli�st publication of all available infot·mation 
regarding the prob<tble course of typhoons forming in this neighbourhood, 
or at greater dista,nces, was broaght to the notice of tbe Government. 
i'he suggestio11 was very f,tvourably entertained by His Excellency the 
Goverl)or, and the Chambe;· infot·meti th<tt he was about t;tking steps to 
give due publicity to all obtainable information. The working of the 
Observatory in all its br,Lnches has since been refened to a. Special Com
mission at whose ha.11ds storm-w1trnings will no don M receive full consider
ration. (Appendix F.) 

Revision of the Chinese Emig·ration Act. 

Papers drawn up by a Special Commission containina su(}'gestions as 0 .., 
to the revision of the Chinese Emigration Act were laid before the Chamber 
for the considera.tion of the Committee. The Committee suggested the 
establishment of an Emigration Department distinct from the Harbour 
Mastel"s Office, ltncl a somewhat less complicated system of supervising 
the shipmP.nt of emigrants, pointing out that, in their opinion, if hampered 
with vexatious conditions the tt·affic would be driven into other channels to 
the detriment of the tmde of Hongkong. (Appendix G.) 

Sunday Observance in Hongkong Harbour. 
The Secretary of State fo�· the Colonies has invited the assistance of 

merchants and othet·s to take voluntary act.ion for the purpose of stopping 
unnecessary labour in the harbour 'on Sundays. The subject has already 
been brought to the notice of the Chambor, but the same difficulty is still 
experienced by the Committee in suggesting any scheme admitting of -genet·al and equitable application calculated to bring about the ends aimed at. (Appendix H·) 

Direct Cable Communication between Hongkong· 

and Singapore. 
The question of telegraphic communication with Singapore has again 

been submitted to the Chamber and though the suggested connecting of a Cable • with British North Borneo has somewhat ch imged the aspect of atfait·s the Committee saw no reason to alter the opinions already expressed 
which deprecated any appropriation of Colonial funds in support of a 
}>roject the extJense of which they considered Ollght to devolve on the Imperial Government. (Appendix I.) 
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Captain's Lien for Disbursements in 

Priority to Mortgagees. 

A case i11volving the above question was urought to the notice of this 
Chamber by the Lvnuon Chamuer. 1'he c1tse, which is interesting i n  its 
progressive stages, was th:tt of the S. S. Sam tried before Mr. J u�tice BuTT 
who hekl that the Master ltnd a maritime lieu on the vessel in priorit.y to 
the mortgagees, and gave j udgment in his favour. Mt·. Justice BuTT's · 

decision wa.s upheld uy the Comt of Appei.!.l, hut when the case was after
wards carriell to the House of Lords the judgment of the Court of Appeal 
was reverse(l. The difficulties certain to have :Hisen through this decision 
have subsequently been obviated by the passing of an Act on 26th August, 
1 889, to amend the Shipping Act of 1 85-! . The amending Act confers upon 
the Masttll' :t maritime lien for disbursements properly ma.de by him. 
(Appendix J.) 

Opium Smuggling on board the River Steamers to 

Canton. 

The representatives of the two Steamer Companies have addressed the 
Chamber on the auove subject, and the difficulties which more part icularly 

these two Companies labour under owing to the aLuses which have arisen 
out of the working of t.he Opium Ordinance are fully explained in the 
annexed correspondence, and reports of trials. The facilities for smuggling 
it gives to those for whose benefit the Ordinance was originally framed, 
and the evils likely to arise from the unconditional return of all confiscated 
Opium to the Farmer are also referred to. 'rhe almost nurestricted power 
of seareh which the Ordiuauce confers admits of general application, anfl. 
carried ont as it often is in an arbitrary manner by persons ill-fitted to 

be entrush•d with such powers is becoming a menace to the integrity of 
Hongkong as . a perfectly free Port. An amending Ordinance is in course 
of preparation which will doubtless deal with these vexed questions. 
(Appendix K.) 

Rates of Postage between England and the East. 

The matter of Postal charges has again had the attention of the Com
mittee and has formed the subject of further correspondence wi�h the 
London and other Chambers. The reduction of rates to t.he East and 
elsewhere finds a persistently warm auvocate iu :M:r. J. HENNIKER HEATO:N, 

M.P., who, when recently in Hongkong, referred io his intention 'of 
continuing the agitation on the re-opening of Parliament. (Appendix L.) 
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The China Association 

W as inaugurated in Londou this year having for its primary oujects 
the advancement of commerci1tl interests in China, Hongkong, and Japan, 
and as stated in the "Objects, Rules and Regulations," to represent, express, 
anu give ofl'e<:t to the opinions of the British mercantile community in theit· 
politic:tl a.nd commercial relations with the Chinese i.l.nd Jap<tnese. •ro 
promote aud protect the tmdc, commert�?, shipping, ancl ma.nnfactures of 
the U uited 1\:ingdom, India, and the Colonies with, a.nd in, China, Hong
kong': anu Japan. The Committ.ee are hopeful that the Associ1ttion will 
become in the future a valuahle coadjutot·, increasiug as it will the oppor
tunities of uni�y i n  actiou, in agitatin;; questions affecting t.m1le relations 
between Great Britain aml the East. (A ppcudix :M.) 

Lig·ht on the Gap Rock. 

In reply to t.he qu<.'stiou put h.v the Honourable A. P. 1\fAcEwEN, the 
Cha.muet·'s Reprt>sentat.ive in Council, on 13th February lr.st., " What 
progress is being made with the Gap Rock Light House ? ' ' the Honourable 
S. BnowN, S�rreyor General, stated : -" the preparation for the material 
fot· the tower and Light-keeper's house is progre;;sing satisfactorily. All 
arrangements have ucen completeu (including the preparation of tbe 
necessary pl��;nt., &c.) for lOIIIIIlcncing and pushing on the work at th e Gap 
Rock as soon as t.he weather permits." The question of n Light House 
Board was also advanced, and in reference to which His Excellency tbe 
Governor remarked :-- ·" The r!.mtter bas eo tee upon u: c too sudLleuly, and I 
have therefore n

_
ot corisiderd it suffi<'ienlly as yd. '.L'he gentleman who 

proposed it, I don't think I need hav·� auy hesit . .:tf.iuu in saying, is Mr. 
MAcEwEN, and be will harLlly expect me to give a fin:tl opinion ou it 110w. 
Suffice it to say I have no <t pri01i obj·�ction to it. I conceive its first 
object is to see that Light House money is clevotetl to I.ight houses." 
(Appendix M.) 

I.icensing· Share Brokers . 

The granting of Licences to Brokers is suggesteil iu the annexed letter 
from. the Colonial Secreta.ry, and the opinion of the Chamber asked as to 
the advisability of such a comse. The Committee are of Ot•inion that a 

system of licensing would be desirable bnt do not suggest a.ny Government 
control over share transactions, as they consiller th1tt. legislative measures 
could not he made applicalJle to thP. many ramifications cf general shnrc 
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business. Though tentative efforts towards organis:ttiou have, apparently, 
been so far unsuccessful t.he difficulty will probal.Jly lJe solveJ by t.ho 
Brokers becoming a law unto themselves nml framing regulations on lines 
simila1· to those in force on the- London Stock Exchange. (Appendix N.) 

Alleged Contemplated Convention between the Telegraph 

Companies and the Chinese Government. 

'fhe progress of the ��llcgell Conveutiou has been carefully wat.ch�tl by 
the Committee during the past two years and at no time have their efforts 
towat·ds offering opposition to a compact detrimental to commerl'ial interests 
generally and which h<ts, apparently, for its object a. long monopoly atul 
the maintenance of a high tariff been relaxed. How fat· the Con t'ercnce 
has been successful in accomplishing the ends aimed at is still a mattet· 
of uncertainty, but the Committee have quite recently leamed on good 
a.uthorit�· that as yet no Convention Lt:�s been nctnally ratified. (Appen
dix 0.) 

Conespondence having reference to the undernoted 
Subjects is annexed hereto. 
Burma-chinese Frontier. 

(Appendix P.) 

Consular Invoices. 

(Appendix Q.) 

Fee and Commissions on vessels under G:meral 

A verag·e, &c. 

(Appendix R.) 

New Zealand Exhibition. 

(Appendix 8.) 

Public Holidays in India. 

(Appendix T.) 

( 23 ) 
Legislative Council. 

The Honoura.ble A. P: MAcEwEN, whose leave of absence had been 
extendeJ to November, t·esmncd his se<�t at the Council, which during his 
absence from the Colony was oceupie,t by Mr. B. LAYTON. (Appendix U.) 

Committee. 

The Hououraule J. BELL-lRVING aud Mr. N. A. SxEns retired from 
the Committee 011 their leaving the Colony, 1�nd were succeeded u_v the 
HontJnra.ble J. J. KEsWICK, and Mr. H. HoPPIUS. 

Members. 

Dm iug the past year Messrs. WoTTON & DEACON, and Messrs. The 
Borneo Company, Limited, resigned, and the names of Messrs. SToLTERFOHr 

& HmsT, ana :Messrs. ·w. HEWETT & Co., have been added to the list of 
Members. 

Finance. 

'l'be Accouuts havo been audited by Mr. H. A. HERBERT and :Mr. C. F. 

UoWBAND, :Mr. J. T�ur.BURN and Mr. E. w. RuTTER having uotb left the 

Colony. 
The balance at credit of the Chamber on 31st December amountt;t1 to 

S226.2l exclusive of �5,250, ou fixed deposit, and 82,245 at credit of 
" Pinnacle Rock Fund," also on fixed deposit, both amounts being in the 
hands of the Hot,gkong and Shaughai Banking Corporation, and hearin� 
interest at 5 pet· cent. per annnm. 
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Iil89. 
Jan. 

to 
Dec. 

'fHE HONGKO:>O C1ENERAL C'HAMBER OF COMMERCE IN ACCOUNT CUH!!El'T IYITH 'J'HJ; :-;ECRJ·:'l'Al�Y. Cr. 

To Rent, u monthR, at s.;o per month, . . . . .. . . . 
,. Scc1·etn.ry·� Salary, !J months, . . . . . . . .. . . .. . . . . . 
, Clerk's Ralary, .. . . . . . . . . .. . . . .  . . 

.. Servant'" \V ages . . . . . . .  . 
, Amlitors· Fers, 1 Sl-IK. 
n Printing Circular�, &c.� 

.. Pinnacle Hock . . . . . . .  . 
Le�' Dcpi"itcd in lfli-iH, 

, Interest on $1 ,!.1(10 n.t ,; 0/0 

Fixed Deposited re-paid, . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . . .  .. 
,, 1 2  Months' Interest on 'amc at ,; 0/0 . . . . .  . .  

. .  Rcnter·s· Politi,al Telegrams, . .. . . . .. . . . . . . . .  . . 
,. Printing and Cii·culating same, 

, Snhscri ptions to Nc•.•Rpapers, . .  , Afhertising, 
, Telegrams, . . . .. . . .  .. 
}' Po..:ta.g-e atHl Receipt Rtan1ps, 

and PettieR, . . . . . . . . . .  . 
Ralanec to ::\ew .\cconnt . .  

DIWE�DENCIEK AT DE13I'1' :-

$ �00.00 -�-- -- ! 1 f;8!J. By Balance �-·rom I:Pt Mconn

�� :�=:-:�." . . . . . .  1,12ii.OO I , Subscriptions of JllcmLeJ'l'. ll-\11!1, . . . . . . . . . .  . 

;ilJO.OO .]nn. ., 1-'nles of CiJ·culn.rs including- l'o,inge�.-!lfi.OO I I to �·r<Jm 1st Oct. to :J 1st Dec., I KH8, $ :JZO.Ii4 j 
4-0.00 Del'. , lstJm1. toill ltb Sept . , I S�\1. l,lo;4.70 I !l2fi.BO ------- • S3,287.RO 

2,1 ,;O.Oll 
1,\lUO.IIO 

:?:;o.oo 
Uii.OO 

3-ii;.OO 

, Subs<'ription' to l'olitkn.l 'l'elcgmm,, . . . . . . 
.. Pinnndc H�tck . . .. . . . . . . .. . . . .. . . . . . . . . . . . . .  . · Lcs>< l lepositc<l in 1R8H. 

,. Interest on $1 ,!lOO at :; 0/0 

$ l .!l!ll l.tlll 

1 .+7:>.34 
+,oli' • .  2u 

:!,liiO.OO 
l .!lllli.OO 

2GO.OO 
!Jj.(lll 

,;,ooo.oo 
250.00 

i\,ZiiO.IIO 
Re-dcp<;sitcd with !Iongkong & S'hai l. ��o�::; 

Baukrn!l Corporatwn, . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . I · 

3,f.OO.OO 
120.00 

85.91> 
30.48 

1 52.84 

:{.720.00 

!58.27 ,, 
427 .!;:1 

$1 3,02!l.H5 
2:!1l.2l 

, I 2 Jllvlltl •s' I ntc1·e�t on Hame nt :; 0i0 .. . . . . , _  2r.0.00 

,, I ntere�t .m C'urrrnt A<'count, . . . .. . . . . . . . · . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. 

$ H2.�1 

7,480.:.-! 

345.00 

ii.250.00 . 
37.7! 

s l 1R.2�f..Ofi I s I lil,2:,s.nr, 

I i 

By Balanc<' brought dowu . $ 226.21 
SeeJ·ctary '� Sala�·y, .. .. . . . . . . . .. . . . .  ; .. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . .  $ 375.00 

E. <J· 0. E. 

DEPENDENCIES AT CRE DI'r :-
l•'or Circular"' for Quarter ending ;n�t Dec., 1 88!! . . . . . . . .  $ 285.24-

and Politi,:tl TelegramH, 1889, . . . . . .  . . . .  .. 46.21 

$ 331.45 

By Fixed Depo�it with
. 
f!ougkong nnd Shanghai Banking } $:.,250.00 Corporation. at " /0 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  . . . .  . . .. . .. . . · -

" P I N NACLE ROf!K" FUND:-
R�· Fixer� Derosit w!tb Ho,;t�koug and �hanghai } �2•24;;,oo J:lnnkmg COl'pomtJOn. nt n /0 . . . .. . . . . . . . . .  . . . .  . . . . .  • • 

==-

l longkong, 31st December, 18�9. 
F. IniNDERSON. 

&cretl11'Y· 
Examined and found conect. 

H . A. HERBERT } 
C. F . ROWRA ND: A 11diton 
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A. 
TnE Lo::>oox CHAl!BER OI>' Co:u:uERCE, I�conPORATED, 

BoTOLPH HousE, EAHTCHEAP, 

Loxuo�, E.C . , .January llt!t, 1889. 

DEAR Srn,-In reply to your communication, enclosing copy of a 
� 

petition to Her Most Gracious Majesty the Queen from the Bankers, Mer-

eb:wts, Traders aucl others constituting the Hongkong Ch:unber of Com

merce, I have to i nform you that the memorial in question was under the 

consideration of the East India and China Trade Se�tion of this Chamber 

at it.s 1:-t.�t meeting. As a result of its suggest ions, the I1ondon Chambet· 

forwat·ded a lett�::r to Lord KNUTSFORD, Her Majesty-'s Secretary of State 

for the Colonies, (copy of which is enclosed) snpporting the representa
tions of your Chamber.-Your!'! fctithfully, 

KENRIC B. MUlWA¥, Sec1·etary. 

1'1te ,'·ecrefai'!J, 

GENgnAL CuA:unF.n OF CoMMF.RCI'., HmiGKOX<�. 

( Cop!J.) 

THE LONDON CHAMllEU 01� COMMERCE, INCORPORATED, 

BOTOLPH HOUSE, EASTCHEAP, 

LONDON, E.C., December 22nd, 1888. 

MY LonD,-'l'be East India and China Tmde Sect.ion of this Chamber 

bad, at its last rueeting, under consideration, a copy of a petition of the 

tuerchauts, trader;; and others of the ChambP.r of Commerce of the British 

Colony at Hongkong, urging that Her M:�.jesty shonld be graciously pleased 

to disallow the OrJina.nces passed by the Legisla.tive Council at Honglrong, 
under which, privileges and immunities a.re granted to French and German 

M.�il steamers which British Mail steamers do not equally eujoy. 
My Committee cannot bnt consider that the concession of such privi

le;;es to forcigu vessels, w Lose G ovcmments lnvc no bnsitatiou in apply i ng 
duties, bounties, and every other kind of artificial restraint and interference 

with the trade of this country, is hardly the best mea.ns of facilitati ug th� 

development of British trade, either at home or abroad. 
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My Committee would therefore beg to support the representations of 
the Hongkong Chamber of Commerce, and to respectfully urge your 
Lordship, as business men long and fully acquainted with the interests of 
British trade in the East, to give the fullest possible and most favourable 
eonsideration to the above representations of the Hongkong Chmnber of 

Commerce.-! have, &c., 

KENRIC B. MURRA Y, Secretdry. 

'The Rt. Hon. Lord KNUTSFURD, G.C.M.G., 
· Sec1·etaw ��( .':t'tate for tlte Colonies. 

IlONG.KONG GENERAL CUAMBb:R OF COMMERCI,, 

liONGKONG, 27th February, 1889. 

DEAR Sm,-I lmve the pleasure to acknowledge the receipt of your 
esteemed favour of 11th January, handing copy of a letter addressed by 
your Chambel' t.o the !Ught Honourable Lord KNUTSFORD, G.C.M.G., 
Secretary of State for the Colonies, having reference to the Status and 

privileges granted to the subsidised Mail steamers of other nations, while 

in British Colonial Ports. 
I am desired by my Committee to thank you for the above document, 

and also to state that they fully appreciate your valna.ble assistance m 

attempting to bring about the withdrawa.l of regula.tions so calculated to 

prejudicially affect British interesls.-I am, &c., 

F. HEN DERSON, Secretai'!J. 

KI(NJnC B. MuRRAY, Esq., 
Secretary, CHA�Il3ER OF co�n!ERCE, LONDON. 

H o-sGKoNG GENERAI. CnBrnER M' C'o)nir-:ncE, 

IloNGKON<:, .'J'!tlt March, 1889 . 

DEAR Sm,- I am i n  receipt of your valued commuuication of 12th 

Fe'Lru<Lry giving cover to copies of your Memorial in support of this 
Chamber's Petition to Her Majesty praying for the withdrawal of the 

above privileges and also Proof Report of the East India and China Section 
of your Chamber. 

L 
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A. 
I a.m directed hy my Committee to thank you for these documents, 

and to inform you that they very highly appt·ecia.te the action you have 
taken. 

My Committee are pleased to notice, ft·om your Report, that the 
question of these privileges had been engaging the attention of Her 
Majesty',; Government.-! am, &c., 

• F. UENDERSON, Secretw:1f· 

TumrAR H. BARKtm, E�q., Secretary. 

TuE JxcOHPUitATED Ca.omER OF Co)DH:ltCE, LIVERPOOL. 

COLONIAl. SECRETAltY's OFFICE, 

HoN<UWNG, 15t!t June, 1889. 

Sm,-Iu reference to the letter from this depa.rtment No. 1,424 of the 
1st Ocl?ber last, and to previous correspondence, I am directed by His 
Excellency tbe Governor to· acqnaiut you, for the iuforma.tion of the 
0hamber of Commerce, that His Excellency is in receipt of a despatch from 
the Ser:retary of State for the Colonies stating that Her Majesty's Govern
ment have given to the French Govemment notice to determine the Postal 
Convention with France of the 2 !th of September, 1856, at the expiration 
of one year ft·om the 30th of April last. 

I enclose a printed copy of the correspondence with the Secretary of 

State in connection with this subject.--I ha.ve, &c., 

Fl�E'DI:•�RICir ,L_'"I'V""AR1', rt l . l S ·" . "- " ""' n  uo maa ecretm'.1J· 
Hon. P. RnuE, 

Cltai-l•man, THE HOXGKOXG GEXERAI. CHAMBER OF Co)BIERCE. _ 

HOXGKOXG GENERAL CHA�IBEH 0�' COJDIERCE. 

HoNGKONG, 19t!t June, 1889. 

Sm,-I have the honolll' to acknowledge receipt of your esteemed 
communication of 15th instant informing the Chamber that a despatch had 
been received from the Secretary of State for the Col onies stating that 
Her M11jesty's Govct•nment had notified the Government of France that 
t be Postal Convention of 24th September, 1856 will determine ab the ex
piration of one year from 30th April last. 

-
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A. 

I beg to request that you will have the goodness to convey to His 

Excellency the Governor the thanks of the Committee of the Chambet· fot· 

his courtesy in affording them the above infot·matiou, and also to in.fonn 

His Excellency, that they very fully appreciate the valuable assistance 

received at his hands in their enueavours, which fortunately have provetl 

successful, to bring about a withdra.wal of the extra vagaut privileges 

granted to Foreign Mail Steamers in British Colonial Ports.-! have� &c., 

P. RYRIE, C!taii"IJwn. 

Hon. F. STEWART, LL.D., Colonial Sec1•etary. 

HoNGKOXG G ENERAL CHAMBER OF Co)UIF.ItcJ:, 

HONGKOXG, 1st A ugust, 1889. 

DEAR SIR,-I have been put in possession of your circular letter of 

13th May having reference to the withdrawal of certain privileges to Foreign 

Mail steamers in British Colonial Waters, for which I beg to thank you. 

It is gratifying to know that the united action on the part of the 

various Chambers has pt·oved successful, and that these peculiar privileges 

will not extend beyond the 30th of April next.-! rem:�in, &c., 

F. HENDERSON, Sec1·etaTy. 

K..:NRIC B. MuRRAY Esq., 

Secretary, THE Lo!\uox CITAMllEH OF CoMMERCE, LoNDON. 

B. & C. 
HoNGKONG GENERAL CHAMHEn o.F Co�IMERCE, 

HmmiWNG, l# �Afm·ch, 1889. 

Sm,-Tbis Chamber has on sevcml occasious had the pleasure of a.J

�lJ·c.-�;iHg your predecessor Commodore MAXWELL iu reference to the �nrvey 

of the Coast of China, and more particularly with regard to a Fund, which 

the Chamber was instrumental in organising, to reward (with the assistance 

of Officers of H. 1\-1. Navy) Fishermen or others who may make known the 

position of Pinnacle Rocks or other dangers to navign.tion in Chinese Waters. 

f 

-
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The Sun·ey of rho Chinc,;o Coast i:; an 0pcra.tion in which the Chambe1• 
uaturally takes a deop interest. null it notices with mur:l.1 re�I'Ot the with
drawal of II.M.S. Rambler from the Survey and 1 am d irected uv mv Com-. . . 
mittce to state that thc_v shall feel extremely oblige<! if you can favom rheu1 
with any in�ormat iou as to the appointment of another of Her "Jfajesty's 
Vessel to sncceed tl1e Ramble1·, and when such an appointmeut. may probahly 
take ulace. 

Awaiting the fn ,·onr of your reply.-! h�n·e, &r., 

F. HE�DERSON, . Secretary. 

Commodore E. ,J. Cnun<:H, R.N., 

I-L\I.S. nctor Emanuel. 

H. M. l;. " VICTOR El!ANUEL," 

HoNGii:ONG, 4tlt 11/arclt, 1 889. 

Hm,-1 am .Jirectc<l by the Commodore to acknowledge the receipt of 

your letter of the ht in�tnnt nut! to iuform you that l1e has �nhmittcd i t  to 

the CommanJcr-iu-Chicf.-1 h ave, &c., 

GEORGE W. WHILLIEH, Secrr.tm·y. 

" A l.ACRI'fY," AT SHANGH A I ,  

12t!t il1m·eh, 1889. 

Sm, -Iu reply to your letter of the lilt iustnnt, adtlrcssed to Commodore 

CHURCH, I lul\·e the houour to ncqun int yon thnt I have no information with 

regard to 1 h c  uppoiutmcut ()f ouc uf Her �lajc�ty',; �hips to sue•·ced tl•o 
Rambler i n  the work of �11 1'\"0)'illg on the Chiua Coast, :ulll ha,·c forwartlerl 

yom· letter to the Lord:; Conuni�sioners of the A<lmimlty.-I l • a.ve, &c., 

KOWELL SALMON, Vice-Admit•al. 
F. HE�DERSoN, Esq., 

Sl'ct·etmy, HONG RO�G GENERAL CH.A)IBER Ol·' CO)DIERCE. 
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COMl'AGNIF: llE5 :i.VIF.SSAG I>IUES MARITIMES, 

HoNGKOXG, 1 7tlt April, 1889. 

� I ·e ly to your letter of the 8th ,Jammrv la,; t I have the pleasure .:.m , - n 1 p • 
. . 

· f that I l1ave been anthorizcLl bv the head office of tlus Com-to 111 0\'1\1 VO\l , , • 

pany to c;ntributc for a sum of $;2;)0 to the fn111l misetl 1? the Hongkong 

G l Cl '- f Commerce for rcwar(litw Chinc�e smlors or fishermen encm 1amuer o o 
for the LlisCO\'cry of piuuacle rocks in China Sea. 

I have in consequence the pleasnrc to enclo,;c Compmtlore order for the 
f h. 1 I 011ltl feel much ohlil7cd hv ymu· sig-ning the enclosed above sum or w te l w o • 

receipt in Llnplicnte.-I remain, &c., 
G. vE CH A�IPEAUX, Agrnt. 

The Srcreta17J, 
HoNGKONC. G�:NERAL CHAlmER 01' Co:\DIEIW<:. 

HYDROGRAI'ItlC DET'ARTMENT, AomRALTY, S. V\'. 
18th Apt·il, 1889. 

Sm,-I have been informed by Commander VI'. U. l\[oonE, R.N., late 

of H.M.S. Rrtmblet·, that the Chamber of Commerce of Hongkong has most 

I . , · ·'e 1 a 511m of money to be devoted to rewards for fishermen aenerous y p1u '1u L ' "' 
1 · ' f rnmtion learlill" to the Ji�Co\·en· and marking On the chart!" w 1o may g1ve m o "' . .  

. . 
of nnlmown rocks. Permit me, as the head of 1.110 hydrograplnc service of 

I .A. l  · lt to te1uler m\· warm npr)l'ecintion of this dficient aid to tho t 1c L nurn .y, • • 
• 

work in which the surveying ships arc employed. I much regret that cir-

cumstances should, for the present, prevent any use being- matle of it, but 1 
· h tl t before J01w a.nothet· ves,;el will he avnilnl •le to procoed with nm m opes m o 

the su\'\·ey of the intricate Coast of China, o.long which so many ,·aluahle 

British ships pass.-! am, &c., 

W . •  J. L. \VHARTON, llydt•ogmplter. 

T!te Srcretary, 

CnAMBER oF Co�DIERCE, HoNGKONG. 

HoNGKONG G£ �ERAI. CHA�IBER OF Co)£MERCE, 

Ho:sGIWXG, 15tlt .Junr, 1889. 

Sm,-I a� directed to acknowledge, with thanks, the receipt of yo�u· 

eoteemed favour of 18th April, and fmther to state that the Committee of 

this Chamber are-much pleased- to leai·n thnt their action in · raisiug a Fund 
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to rew:tl'll Fishermen or others for iuformnt.iun as to Pinnacle Hocks nnd 
other dangers to na d gation are appreciated, hut it is with much regret they 
learn that there is uo immctliate prospect of any of Her ·Majesty's vessels 
being commissioucd for the purpose of cou tinuing the survey of the Const of 

-China so efficiently commenced and part ial ly earried towards completion by 
Her Majest-:y's �hip Ramble�·, in commmul of Commander W. UsuonNE 
:MooT•.E.-I am, &c., 

F. HENDERSON, 8ec1·etary. 

Capt. W)! . •  J. L. WnAHTON, R.N., F.H.B., Hydroy1'aplte1·, 

Hi'DROGHAl'lllC DBl'ARTMENT, WHITEHALL, LONDON, s.w. 

" biPERIImSE," AT YOKOHAMA, 

5t!t .July, 1889. 

Sm,---With reference to your lett.er of the 1st of March last, addressed 

to Commodore CHURCH, on the subject tlf the Survey of t.he Coast of China, 
the Lords Commissioners of the Admiralty inform me, and I have the 
honour to request you will communicate the same to the Chamber, that in 
arrangiug the distribution of Her Majesty's Surveying Ships, the require

ments in connection wiih the Survey of the Chinese Coast are fully con
sidered, but that thei1· Lordships arc unable to undertake to keep a vessel 
permanent-ly on that Coast, to the neglect of other Imperial interests.-! 

have, &c., 

NOWELL S.A.L�ION, Vice-Arlmi1·al. 

F. HENDERSON, Esq., 

Secretary, HoxGKONG G E� ERAL CnA)IHER OF Co:mrEHCE. 

. HoNGKOXG GENEitAL CnArunER OI-' Co!lnmncE, 

Ho:'\nJ\o:\(;, ,'!ml Srptembcr, 188D. 

Sm,-1 have the hm1our to ackuowledgc receipt of your esteemed com
municntion of 5th July, and nm directed by the Committee of this Chamber 

to tender you their thanks for the information contained therein. 

The Committee notice that it is not considered compatible wit.h other 
Imperiul Interests that one of Her Majesty's Surveying vessels should be 

permanently stationed on the Coast of Chiua. They ca.nnot but regret to 
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B. & C. 

learu that the Lords Commissioucrs of the Atlmiralty hold that opinion, and 

they have now the honour to request that you will tlo them the favour of 

submittin"' to theil· Lordships, for their favourable consideration, the sub-o • 

stance of the followi ng remarks. 

The efficient surve_y of the Coast of China i� a qne�Lion i n  which this 

Chamber, as a representative Merca.ntile body, is natmally deeply in terested, 
while fully alive to the many all important interests t h a t  elsewhere cdl for 

the sen·ices of Her l\bjesty's vessels, and without in auy way wishing to 

q uestion the pressing claim" that exist in ot.hcr direction�, the Commitf.ee 

beg most respectfully to submit thltt the interests invoh·cd in the trade with 

China are of sufficient magnitutlc to merit favoumhlc considerntion nt. the 

hands of their Lordships. 
Were it necessary to i mpres5 upon their L0rJs!tips the important and 

progre�sive nature of the trade, their attention might he tlrawu to the follow

ing extract from the Harbour Master·';; Hcport of the trade of Hongkong for 

the past year which states :-

" The total trade of Hongkong for the year IH8.8 is represented by 

63,967 vessels, measuring 12,996,396 tou�. (Th is is an adntnce of 174 

vessels and 357,702 tons on the average for the prc,·ion,; 3 yenrH, :111d is 359 

vessels more, but 28,9:39 tons less than in 1887). 

This vast amount of t.r:rdc is apportione1l as follows :
-

British , . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  . .  

Foreign, . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . .. . . 
.Jnnkf:' in Foreign Tratlc, 

Junks in Loeal Tmtle, 

Total, . . . . . . . . . . . .  . . 

--.L\-'u-17-tb-el_·. 
_ __ 

T<
_

o1_zs_.· __ l Pe�:__ 
5 , 1 2 1  
2,460 

47,567 

6,4H,343 
2,532,334 
3,703,707 

or 49 
or 19 
Cl' 29 

or 2 

The Committee are perfectly cognizant. of the fact tllllt the bunlcn of 

eonduct.ing a systematic survey of the Coast of China has so far devolvell 
almost entirely on the ships of Her Majesty's Navy, entniling large expen

diture, of both labour and money, nnd they, cannot too strongly express theie 

. 

r 
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h igh appreciat iou of the \'Cl')' ntlnahlc :>erviecs rendered !ty the F(,1ing Fislt, 
Rumbler, and other of Her Majesty's ,·esscls involving arduo11� tluties alike 
on Officer� and men, often carded out nntler diffienlt and tr.ving rircnm
� tlln<'cs . 

The Commi ttee desire to bring t.o the notice of tlu:�ir Lortlships that, 
at:Ling on a snggestion made b)· Commauder Moon�<: of II.M.S. Humbler, 
t hey were instrumental in obtaiuiug �Ui.JHcrip tious to a Fund from wh ich to 
rewar·d, with the assistance of Officers of H.1L Navy, Fishermen ami others 
gil'ing informntio11 rcgartling t h e  positiou of Pinnacle Rocks and other dan
gers to navigation in Chinese Warer:s. This fund which was :wailed of to 
a small exteu: , and promisetl to he protlucti,·e of gooJ rc�ults cannot, iu the 
:r hscncc of a :mnreying vessel, be applied to the purposes for· which it was 
rai�ed. 

Emboltlened by the gr·E>at amount of cousitlcration which the requirc
meut� of the China Stat.iou ha\'e already receh·etl from their Lordships, the 
Committee of this Chamber venture to express n hope tbnt their I.ordsh ips . . 
may see fit to direct the resumption of a survey, which so far as it has gone, 
has been carried ont with extreme care, and the completion of which would 
he of incalculable benefit to !<h ippi ng i ntere;;ts i n  general. 

The Committee trust that their ''iews, as hereiu expre�sed, may meet 
with your appro\'a.I, and lo!>king to yonr connection, past and present, with 
the Ch ina Station and the interest yon have evinced i n  all matters relating 
thereto, they venture to hope that yon may be able to endorse their op inions. 
Further that you may be pleased to a H'onl them that assistance, which your 
position makes so powerful, in their eudeavours to impress npon their Lord
�hips the magnitude of the intere:;ts involved, aud the pressing necessity for 
the completion of a survey so efficiently begnu nml par·tially canie(l out.-
1 have, &c., 

F. HENDERSON, Secretary. 

\'ice-Admiral Sir NowELL l-iALMOX, V.C., K.C.B., 

Commander-in- Ckifj, ��·c., �·c., <$·c., 

H.M.S. lmperieuse. 
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SliANGHAI GENERAL CHAMBER OF COllliERCE, 

SHANGHAI, 14t/t ,<.,'eptember, 1889. 

SIR,-lt has been brought to the notice of the Committee of this 
Chamber that the withdrawal of H.M.S. Ramble1· from the station has put 
a stop to the surveying operations hy ships of H.B.M.'s Navy before the 
survey of the Coasts of the China Seas has been thoroughly carried out. 

'1'he Committee who have already been in correspondence with you o u  
this subject would be glad to know if your Chamber have taken any steps 
to obtain a continuance of the surveys by representations to ii.B.M.'s Gov
ernment as to the advisability of finishing the work which has not yet 
been completed, and if so this Chamber will be pleased to second your 
endeavours by any means in their power.-I am, &c., 

A. G. WOOD, Cllairmrm. 

Hon. P. RYmE , 
Cllainnan, HONGKONG GENEUAI. CliAMBEn OI<' Co�mEncE. 

(Copy.) 1IoNl7KONG GENERAL CHAMBER 01·· CoMMERCE, 

HoNGlW!'Io, 24th September, 1889. 

SJR,-1 beg to acknowledge receipt of your esteemed communication 
of 14th instant having reference to the withdrawo.l from the China Station 
of H.B.M.'s survey ing vessel Ramble1·. 

The survey of the Coast of China is a matter in which this Cham1er 
naturally takes a deep interest. It hal:l for some time been the subject o f  
correspondence between the Ch1tmber and the Naval Authorities i n  China, 
and I have much pleasure in handing you the enclosed copy of a letter re
cently received from the Commander-in-Chief, Sir NowELL SALMON, and 
also of the Cha;1bei·'s reply to same, urging the importm1cc of a speedy 
renewal of the survey, and asking his support to the views of the Chamber, 
and his assistance in placing these views before the Lord Commissioners of 
the Navy, for their fttvourable consideration. Copies of the correspondence 
will be forwarded to the London Chamber of Commerce. 

I am directed by the Committee to thank you fo1· the offer of assist
ance contained in your favom under 1·eply, and further to state that it will 

l' 
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ltfford them much pleasure to avail themselves of same should further steps 
become necessary to convince their Lordships of the pressing necessity fc•r 
a continuance of the survey.-I am, &c., 

F. HENDERSO:K, Secretary. 

A. G. Woon, Esq., 

� Chairman, SHANGHAI GENERAL CH..\)fBER OF COMMERC1E. 

" lMPERIEUs�
:
," AT YoKOHA)tA, 

26tlt September, 1889. 

Sm,-I have the honour t" ncknowledgc the receipt of yonr letter of the 
2nd instant, and hog yon will inform the Hongkong General Cb�mber of 

Commerce, that I will forward, with mnch pleasure, their views, for the 
fa vonrable consideration of the LorJs Commissioner;; of the .AJmiralty ; but 
hefore tloiug so, in order to complete the statement made in your letter res
pecting the fnntl to rewnr,l fishermen gi \·iug information as to the position of 

pinnacle rocks, &c., I should feel ohligcd if you would supply me with a 

report of the nnmber of pinnacle rock� �o discovereLl, and the number of ships 

which have struck on nnknowtl rocks during the past five years. 

There is no reason why the fact of not having a surveyi ng vessel on the 

Station should i nterfere with the administration of the fund, as, should pin

nn.cle rocks he reported, any of Her M ajcsty's Ships under my command are 
a� fully capable of fixing tbcir position accmately.-1 have, &c., 

.NOWELL SALMON, Vice-Admiral. 

T!te Sec,·et.ary, 

HoNoKoxo GENF.RAL CnA)IBEu oF COM31ERCE, Ho:::wKONG. 

HONGKONG GENEUAL CHAMBER OJo' C03IMERCE, 

liONUKONG, 26tlt Septembe1·, 1 889. 

DEAR Sm,-The withdrawal of H.B.M's �nrveying Vessel Rrnnble1· 

from the China Station and the consequent interruption fo the Survey of the 
<.'on t h f · · · s as ot somettme been the subJect of correspoudencc between this 
Chamber antl the Naval .Authorities in China. As the quest iO !l i. :;  ouc of 

-
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widespread iuterest I beg to hanu you herein (:opy of a letter receutly 
received from Vice Admiral Sir NowEJ.L SAL)lO!'I, Commander-in-Chief, an•l 
nlso thb Chamber's reply to same, and I have much pleasure in asking your 

attention t.o the eonteuts of these letters. 
The I.onl Commi8sioners of the Admiralty have, through the Com

mander-in-Chief, expressed the opinion that they ditl not consider it compat
ible with other Imperial Interests that one of H. B.M's Surveying V�ssels 
shonltl be pf.lrmanently stationed on the Coast of China-and from th:tt 
opinion the Chamber have \·entnred to dissent. 

While highly appreeiatiug the very valuable services already renderPd 
by H.ll.'M's Vessels all hut entir�ly unnided, nud without wishing to nnduly 
advance the clnims of those conncctml with the China Trade, the Chamher 
consider ihe iutere8ts in volved of snffident magnitmle to justify its action in 
endeavouring to impress upon their Lonlships the pressing ncce�:sity �or the 
early rc;;umption of the Survey of the Coast. 

If the opinions of this Chamber-as expres�ctl in the accompanying 
correspoudence-meet with yom approval and you should see fit to in any way 
support these views I uee(l scarcely add that an�' such nssistauce will be vt·J�Y 
fully apprPciated.-1 remain, &e., 

F. HE:KDERSON, �"'euetary. 

KENRrc B. MuRRAY, Esq., 
Ser.retm·y, LONDON CrrAMBER Oli' CO)DlF.RCE. 

II oNGKONG GENERAL CnA�JBEH oF CoMMERCE, · 

l!ONGKONG, 20tlt :Not•ember, 1889. 

Sm,-I have the honour to neknowledgc receipt of your communication 
of 26th September, and I am dircded to tender you the thanks of the Chamber 
for �>ame. 

Iu reply to your request that before communicating the views of the 
Chamber, with n•gard to the continuance of the �nney of the Coast of China, 
to the Lord Commis:;ioners of the Atlmimlt.y, you :-;houlu like to be furnishe(l 
with in formation as to the Pinnacle Hocks discovered, aml the number of 
vessels that have struck on .unknown Rocks during the past five years, I mn 

instructed to stn,te that the Chamber would gladly Jmye complied with your 
request, but unfortunately the records in its possession do not contain the 
particular i.nformation asked for. 

T 
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So far as the Chamber is aware during the comparatively short time 
that any attempt was made to utilise the Pinnacle Rock Fuml, only one Rock 
was discovered. The circumstances are detailed in the accompanying copy 
of a letter from Commander MooRE to the Chairman, to which letter the 
Chamber beg leave to call your attention. 

Without entering into details, o1· the exact figures representing thG 
numbeJ" of vessels which have struck on unknown rocks during the past fhe 
years it may safely be assumed that the casualties have been numerous enough 
to conclusively prove the existence of many hidden dangers in Chinese 
waters, the exact position of which it is very desirable should be ascertained. 

The Pinnacle Rock Fund, having for its object the rewarding of Fisher
men and others giving valuable information was, as the Chamber has already 
had the pleasure of pointing ont, raised at the suggestion of Commander 
MooRE while in commantl of Her Britmmie Majesty's Surveying Vessel 
Rambler. His correspomlence shew.; that he anticipated good results from 
such a system of rewards, and the Chamber think the single discovery made 
is, under the circumstances, sufficient evidence that a more extended applica
tion of the Fund would quickly established its usefulness. The Chamber 
still hold to the opinion, and submits it for your reconsideration, that the 
Fund would be better distributed by the Officers of n Run·eyiug ship, who 
while slowly cruh;ing become known (together with their ship) to the Fisher
men nlong the Coast, than hy Officers of other of Her Britn.unic Majesty's 
Vessels not similarly engaged. The question is one, however, which may 
safely be left to the di�cretion of those who may be good enough to undertake 
the distribution of the Fund. The Chamber though fully appreciative of the 
benefite likely to arise from rewards judiciously made do not look upon the 
Fund as anything more than a useful adjunct to the survey. 

The point which the Chamber would again desire to bring prominently 
to yonr uotice is the urgent necessity fo!· a f!umpletell snrvcy. You are so 
fully cognizant of the position tlwt it is unneces�ary to again refer to the 
extent of the i nterests involved, or to adduce fresh argnments with the view 

of attempting to still further impress upon you the opinions already adYanced 
by the Chamber. 

In conclusion the Chamber beg to reiterate the request already made 
that you will he goo..l enough to lay their views before the Lord Commis-

�·���1:1�'���--------------------���-------------------------�--� 
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sioner� of the Atlmimlty ami al,:o tua.t you m�y be plca:;cd to bring to the 

notice of their Lordships the Ycry strong cln.ims the trade with China has 

for fa \'Oilrn.hle consideration n.t their Ul\llUS.-1 have, &c., 

F. HENDEH�ON, Secretm·y. 

Vice-Atlmiral Sir Nmn:u. SAL)!ON, V.C., K.C.B., 
Commander-in- Chief, 8rc., �-c., �-c., 

H.M.S. lmpb·icuse. 

" ALACRITY," AT HoxGKONG, 

20t!t :llarc!t, 1890. 

Sm,-With reference to _vonr letter of the 20th No•01nbcr last, and previous 
correspondence, on the ,.:nbject of the employment of one of Her ).:lajesty',: 

Hnn·oy ing ves;;els on the Coast of China, the Lords Commissioners of thr 

Admiralty inform me th:tt I-I.;\LS. Ramblt•r hus been onlrred to ret.nm to the 

China Station to resume her sun·eying dut ies, lntt, a,: 1 eommnuicated to you 

i11 my letter of the 5th July last, M. 278, the r�quirements of the service will 

not admit of the contiunous empl0yment of a sn r\·eying ,·cs:;:el in the China 

Rcns.-I have, &c., 
NOWELL SALMO:lli, Vice-Admiral. 

}'. H E :\DERSON, ERq., 

Secretary, HoxGKO!W GENERAl. CHA)IBER oF Co)DlEUCE. 

HONGKONG GEN��RAL CnAl\IBElt OI<' CoMMERCE, 

HoNGKONG, 27t!t N01:ember, 1889. 

Sm,-1 had the pleasure of addressing you on 26th September last. 

with reference to the interruption to the Sm·vey of tile Coast of C!tina, by 

the withdrawal of the H.M. Surveying Vessel Rambler, and at the same 

time of asking your attention to the correspondonce that had 1mssed between 

the Knval Authorities and this Chamber on the subject. 

I now beg to hand yon herein further correspondence to wbich I beg 

reference. The extent of the interests involvetl i11 the Trade with China, 

and the positive necessity that the Coast should be properly surveyed are 

too apparent to require comment. It is true that so far the bunlen of carry-

. 
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ing on the survey has all but 'entirely devolved upon the ships of He1� 

Majesty's Navy, but the preponderance of the British Trade is such as to 

almost justify the buruen being thrown exclusively on British Cruisers. 

Nothing definite has transpired with reference to the suggested Con

vention between the Telegraph Companies and the Chinese Government 

referred to i n  my letter of 30th ultimo. The question remn.ins in abeyance, 

but the Chinese, apparently iufluenced by pressure from without, seem 

inclined to hesitate before committing themselves further.-! am, &c., 

F. HENDERS9N, Secretm-y. 
KENRIC B. Mt!RRAY, Esq., 

Secrctm·y, LO?>DON CnAMBF.R OF CoMMERCE. 

D. 
FEES TO SPECIAL JURORS. 

Fees to Special Jurv1·s. 

HoNGKONG GENERAL CHAMBER m· CoMMERCE, 

HoxGIWNG, 1st J1fm·ch, 1889. 

Sm,-Begging reference to this Chamber's communication of 30th 
April, 1887, having reference to the above subject, and to your reply of 8th 
May, No. 583, in which you were pleased to state 

" I  am di1·ected by the Governor to acquaint you, for the 

information of tbe Chamber, that their representations will have 

His Excelleucy's best consideration, and that a decision will be 

arrived at on the subject, after information has been obtained as to 

the experience gained i n  India, Ceylon, and the Straits Settle

ments." 

I now beg to inform you that I am directed by my Committee to state 

that should His Excellency the Governor have arrived at a decision i n  the 

matter of Fees to Special Jurors, they shall esteem it a favour if you will 

be good enough to communicate to them the decision arrived at.-I have, &c., 

F. HENDERSON, Secreta,·y. 

Hon. F. STEWART ,  LL.D., Colonial Secretary. 

• 
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Hor>GI\ONG GF.JSEHAL CHA)lllER OF co�DIERCK, 
HoJSG KO:.-G, 19t!t June, 1889. 

StR,-The Committee of this Chamber has twice bad the honour of 
nudressing you on the subject of Fees to Special J nrors, first on 30th April, 
1 887, and again on l st March bst. 

'fbe former of these letters stated at some length the objections 
entertained by tl1e Committee to what they considered the disproportion 
between tiw remuneration paid and tbe somewhat one1·ous nature of the 
services requit·edof Special Jurors, the latter requested that if His Excellency 
the Governor ha-d arrived at any decision with reference to these Fees that 
the result of his deliberations might bo communicateJ to the Chamber. 

As these letters aro still unnn�wered weightier matters ha,ve uo doubt 
occupied the attention of His Excellency, but the question having stood 
over so long I now venture to take the liberty of suggesting that, it be taken 
into eonsideration, and that His Excellency at an early date may he pleased 
to favour this Chamber with a definite reply.-I have, &c., 

P. RYIUE, Chairman. 
llou. F. Sn:wART, LL.D., Colonia( Secretal",l/· 

�No. rJ8G. CoLONIAL :;;ECltETAin's o�·FICE, 

HoNGKONG, 26tlt June, 1 889. 

SIR,-With reference to your letter of the 1st March last and to 
subsequent correspondence on the subject of remuneration to Special Jurors, 
I am directed hy the Governor to inform you that, having at your suggestion 
made enquiries from the Governments of Iudi:�, Ceylon, and the Straits 
Settlements, His Excellency finds that, in India and t"he St.raits Settlements, 
11 0 fees at all are paid to Jurors, and that in Ceylon such fees a.re of much 
smaller amount than those complained of here. 

While the Governor is fully sensible that even the fees which are fis:ed 
l>v law here, do not, in some cases, compe11sate for the time expended on 

the dut.v performed, His Excellency regrets that, after much consideration, 
he does not see his way to proposing their increase.-:I have, &c., 

FREDERICK STEW ART, Colonial 8ecretaty. 

The Honourable P. RYRtE, 

Clwit•man, HoNGKONG G,ENEHAJ. CHAMBER OF Co�mERCE. 

L 1 9 J 
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Ho:>�G KO:-<G G :�xERAL C n,umER 01·· COlDIERC I·:, 

Ho:-<GK0.\'{1, 9th August, 1889. 

SIR,-Tho Committee direct me to aclmowledgo receipt of your lctte1• 
of the 26th June, in which th�y regt·et to lea.m that after a consiLlera.ble 
bpse of time since they first referred the matter to His Excellencj', the 
Gover!1ment do not see their way to accede to the request of the ComUJ it tee .  
No reasons are given, but a reforeDl\e to India, as  to the practice operating 
i n  that d�pendency, is stn.ted to confirm the system prevailing in tbis 
Colony. 

The Committ.ee do not consider the analogy of Indian Custom has 
anything to do with the question here. Apart fi'Om other consiclemtions 
that m:ty be urged against such a contention, t.he ()ommittee would refer to 
the enormous dispa1·ity i n  number:� of the ch�ss from which .speci<\1 jurors 
;�re drawn in India. compared with Hongkong. In one place the tax on tile 
commet·cial community is light, while in the othet· it is a positive burden. 

The Committee would most strongly urgeth:tt their application is almost 
without the pale of the Government to refuf!e. It is not in the nature of a 
public tax in which the ·Government might rightly be heard, but rather has 
the character of a voluntary anangement between the public themselves 
wb•) seek to adjust the inequalities of the Special Jury fees. If the pro
posed payment to specia.l jm·ors, at p.er diem, instead of per case, formed 
an obstacle to litigants the Government would have some ground in public 
iulerests for refusing the application. But as the proposition is based on 
the strictest eqnity---:-it is not a hindrance to Suitors <tnd its increased in
cidence is always commensurate with the importance of the issues to be 
decided-the Committee would again urge a reconsideration of the question, 
and the pa..'lsing of a short hill to permit the change which is unanimously 
·losired by the Special Jurors, aud is not, it appears, opposed by the rest of 
the community whose voice would certainlv have been raised ere this aaainst • 0 the proposition had they felt impending ·hardship from the change.-I 
ha\'O, &c., 

F. HENDEHSOK, Secn: tllr!J. 

lion. F. S"fE\YART, LL.D., Colonial ,')'eCI'clary. 

• 
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Cor.oxrAr. S:Jo:C RETARY' s O FFICE, 

Hoxm.:o:xG, 13th August, 1889. 

Sr&,-I a. m directed hy the Govemor to ackuowldge the receipt of 
your leLtct· of the 9�h instant, in which the Committee of the Hongkoug 
General Chamber of Commeree urge 1t reconsideratiou of the question, 
raised by them in their letter of tbe 30th of April, 1888, as 

'
to an increase 

of the allowance made to Special Jurors, !tnd in  reply I am to say that His 
Excellency sees nothing in your letter which in  any way modifies his view 
1�s to the inexpediency of <tltering the la.w in the direction desired. 

The reasons for the Gon'rnor's decision (on the absence of which the 
Committee make comment) His Excellency had thought would be suffi
ciently obdous to preclude the necessity of giving them. 

The duty of serving on Juries lms, from time immemorial, been re
garded as an obligation attaching t.o British eitizeuship, for the fulfilment 
<�f which payment was not contemplated lly the Common Law. Such pay

ment is, llJOreover, no� now granted in Enghwd, nor, as he believes, in 
most of the Colonies ; nor does His Excellency see any peculiarit.y in the 

circumstances of Hongkong, which justifies an exception from the general 
rule. 

Special Jurors have, however, by a local la.w of the Colony been 
hitherto allowed a fee of Ten dollars for each case in which they serve, 
Common Jurors on the other band be in� allowed nothing, though it must 
be supposed that in  at least some cases they, relatively to their means, lose 
fully as much as Special Jurors by the performance of this duty. 

As inclusion in the list or Special Jurors exempts from service on 

Common Juries, and is therefore a privilege which is not unfrequently 
solicited, i� would seem that payment, if made to only one of the two 
classes, should be nmde rather to Common Jurors ; and yet application is 
now made. which, if granteu, would increase wllat His Excellency reganls 
as the undue preference in favour of Special Jurors already C'xisting. For 

the reason above indicated, His. Excellency is of opinion that if there \vere 
lo be auy change in  the Jaw, it should be one abolishing fees to Jurors 
altogether. 

His Excellency observes tha� the Committee regard their application 

as " almost without the pale of the Government to refuse " (1) " because it 
is based on the strictest equity," (2) because it does not involve a charge 

---- - . 
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upon the whole community, but only upon litigants," (3)-Lecause " th� 
Specia.l Jurors are unanimously in its bvonr," (J,) bec<tuse " the silence of 

the rest of the community must be taken a.s approval of the application." 

His Excellency is nnahlo to concm in this view. For reasons giveu 
above be regards the proposal, instead of being equitable, as wrong in 
principle and as increa,sing an ineqmtlity already existing. Moreover, 
bt:mring in mind that litigants are b_v no mean!> wholly confined to the class 
of Special Jurors, be does not consider it his duty to f1tvonr what would 

practically be a tax on a portion of the communi�y, because there is Stl.id to 

be una.nimity in its fn.vom· on the par� of those who alone benefit by it ; 
nor does he feel himself bound. to accord an application because none but 

the very few interesteCl happen to havo exprest�ed their opinion on it, and 
this especially since the decision of the Government rendered any adverse 

expression unnecessary. 

His Excellency further observes with smprise that the Committee 
regat·tl the case of India (whe1·e it appears that Special Jurors at·e not paid) 
as having no analogy with that of Hongkong on the ground of " the enor
mous disparity in the nnmbm· o.f the class from which Special Jurors are 

drawn in India compared ,qith Hongkong," and because for this reason 

" in India the tax on the commercial community is light while in Hong
kong it is a positive bmden." 

His Excellency presumes that the Committee have statistics to justify 
the st.atemont as to this enormous disparity, Lut in their absence he should 

have been inclined to question its existence, and to believe that the number 
of Special Jurors in India (like that of Europeans) bears a much lower 

and not higher proportion to �he total population than it does iu Hong
kong. In any case the duty devolving upon Specia.l Jurors in Hougkong, 

though no doubt a " positive burden," can scarcely be regarded as an 
exceptional hardship, seeing that i� on the avemge involves to each Jmor 

service only once in eighteen months. 

But however this may be, His Excellency is especially surprised that 
the Committee should now repudiate the existence of any analogy in the 
case of India, inasmuch as it was at their own suggestion (contained in 

their letter of 30th April, 1888) that he made enquiries as to the Imlinn 
practice. 
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While much regretting that he is unable to grant an application 
which is urged with so much persistency by a body containing nmuy de
servedly iufluential me>mbers of the Community, His E xcellen cy is at. t.hf! 
same time glad to remember that there always has been, and to hope that 
there always will be, co_mplete acconl bet1veen his views and theirs as to 
al l  matters of real i mportance to t!Je Colony .-1 have, &t::. ,  

FHEDERICK STEW ART, Colonial Sec1·etm·y. 

The Hon. P n r :o; �o:A� HnuE, 

CIICtirman, Ho:-mKOXG GE�H:RAL CHA)!BER OF CO)D!ERCE. 

liONGKO:>:G, 15th August, 1889. 

Sm,-I thiuk I should address .''on with reference to tbe question flf 

remnnemtiou to Special ,J tll'OI'S, as well to cl_cnr up :L misapprehension regard
ing it, a:-! to point out the Wl'ong analog_\' that has been drawn by t.be Go,·
ernment from certain iuformatiou said to hn1·e been receh·ed from lndia. In 
tho reply from the Govcrnment to the Chamber the inference arrived n.t from 
what is alleged to be the practice in India is evid<"ntly drawn either from 
iuformatiou not sufficiently recei,·cd owing possibly to a misapprehension of 
t he que�tion at the source of inquir.v, or, as appears to me to he more prolmlde 
from the equh·ocal nntnre, i neYitnhlc under a misapprehension of the informa
l ion cOJl\'eyed to the Go,·emment here. For iu the High Comts of the 
priucipal Presidency Towns of India, those who haYe any knowledge of the 
Indian Iligh Courts know full well that, the jury either Special or Commou 

is cmpanncled for criminal nnd criminal cases only, and there has not been :. 
single iustance in which a jury eiti!Cl' Specin l or Common is empr.nueletl iu 

civil cases, hoYreYer 1·ast nucJ im portnut. their issues may be. In fact for ci 1·il 
cases it is the ve.ry learned aud able judges who preside are the judges of lnw 
ns well r.s facts, and in cases where queRtions of n�scsgmeut are i m·ol;ed, it 

is they :ual they alone who fulfil the nilc of asses!"ors, am] no extraneous a itl 
is prc��etl into service. l:io it will  be self-evident that if J·ef{;rence be made 
for n u: tmeration t o jurors irre�pccth·c of the nature of cases in which they 
nre ea Het! in India, the reply d10nltl be that no rtmuncratiyn is paid, but if · 
this reply is applied to civil cases, its cquhocation in a case where distinction 

i R especially necessary comes out promilJCntly, and there can hardly be any 
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analogy inasmuch as, as �� matter of fact, no juries are at all empanueled in 

civil cases in any of the High Courts of the Chief Pre;;idency towns of India. 
The jurors no mistake bave public duties to perform ant! Sm GEOR\>E 

PruLLIPPO once so lectured n Special jury here which started the question 

of remuner.atiun after they bad been for four days consecutively nt a case for 

recovery of the amount of a Fire Policy by some Chinese shop-keepers from 

Messrs. PusTAU & Co., but when cases either inevitably from. their very 
nature or inordinately from the inefficient mastery thereof by lawyers are 

protracted to unconscionable lengths, I submit, it could never be gainsaid 
thnt the jury in civil cases where the issues iuvol \'ed affect mainly the parties 
concerned and not. as in criminal cases the public generally, should, if at all, 

be adequately remunerated. I therefore tleem it tluc to the body of Special 
jurors in this . Colony to bring the fact of the analogy from wrong da.tn to 
your notice in view of further representation to the Government by the 
Chamber in the light of the facts above stated.-! bnve, &c., 

H. M. MEI-ITA. 
T!te Secretm·y, 

IloxnKox,; (;£:-;J,;tU.L Cu.nwER tW Co:mmncE. 

HoNGKONo G EN? RA L CnA)IBER oF CQ)D£EHCE, 

HOI\GKOXG, 1 7th August, 1889. 

Sx&,-If agreeable to His Excellency the Governor my Committee 
will feel greatly obliged if you will be good enough to sanction their 
obtaining ft:om the Registrar of the Supreme Court the following 
information having reference to the duties of Special Jurors. During the 
past five years, 

How many Special Jury cases have there been, 
The duratiou of each trial, 

How many of them were Criminal cases, 
The nature of the Civil cases, the amounts involved, 
How many Chinese cases (i.e. plaintiffs and defenda, nts) were 

there requiring Special Jul'ies. 
Were the remainder European cn.ses ? If not particularise.-! have, &c., 

F. HENDERSON, Secreta1"1J. 
Hon. F. STEWART, LL.D., Colonial Secl'etary. 

1 
��-�� .JI�I�==��-��-��------------�------��- ---------------------------------1 



I 

I " I 

I 

_.J_j_.l'-=�1!.. I --

[ 2 -1 1 
D. 

Cor.O !-l t A L  SB< 'RETAHY's 0Fncv., 

Utl!I:<;KO�<; ,  2Gtlt August, 1889. 

SIR _ With reference to your lelter of the 1 7th instant, I am 
- a'b R' E lle cy the Governor to transmit to von, for the use d n·ccte y JS xce u . 

of the Ch�mber of Commerce, the information asked for therein respecting 

the duties of Special Jurors.-I have, &c., 

FREDERICK STEW ART, Colonial Secretcwy. 
F. TTE�I>ERi\0�, E�q., 

,S'ecretrwy, HosG I·W�W GEXEHAL C tt.ot BI·:t: O F  Co�DIEIWE. 

The Rc()'istrar's return shows that from the 19th August, 1884, to the 

19th Angus:. 1889, the number of Special Jury rase� t.ried in the Supreme 

C t 25 d the tl.tne occupied 59 da.vs. N me of the cases wero our .  was , an • 

· · 1 
· 15 days and 16 civil occnpvin<Y 44 days. In ninn of crnnma. , occupymg , . o 

. the ci\·il cases occupying 21 days, all the parties were Europea.ns ; m two 
they were Chinese; four were between Europeans aml Chinese ; aud one 
between Koreans and Europeans. One of the cases was to \'MY a decree 
and the amount involved in the others was �237,lfi0. 

IloNGKO�W GENERAL CIIAMHElt OF co�DIEHC�:. 
Hose; KO�G, 201ft .NoL·ember, 18�9-

SIR -I have the lJOnour to acknowledge receipt of your valued com

. t
: 

f 13th August No '> 187 on the snbJ"cct of Fees to Speci:�.l mtnllca 10n o , · .,, , 
J mors and I am directed to state th1Lt t.he Committee regret His Excellency 
the Governor still sees no reason to comply with their request. 

The Committee ha.ve to thank His Excellency for so fully giving 
reasons for this refusal but a careful considE:ration of the above despatch 
leacls them to infer that he may have been under some misapprehension as 
to their contention as no attempts l.lave been made to separate the services 

of Jurors in Criminal, from civil cases. In criminal cases the British 
Government demands the services of its citizens without remuneration 
but in Civil Suits the State recognises the services of Special Jurors 
rendered to individuals and sanctions the payment of a Fee of One Guinea, 

and in the event of a prolonged trial this fee is, with the consent of the 
suitors, paid per cliem. 

------ - . 
L 
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From the annexed Returns obligingly furnished to the Chamber, it 
appears during five yen.rs ending 19th August last, twenty-five cases were 
tried IJy Special Jurors, uine being criminal the remaining sixtePn (one 
of which was " to -vary a decree" )  being civiL The amounts at issue were 
$65,000 to $150,000 and the cases occupied thirty-four d1Lys. These 
Returns further show thn.t the cases involving the larger amounts most 
occupied the time of the Juror�-;, a fact which the Committee thinks is 

somewhat conclusive evidence of the eqnity of the suggested daily fee. 

His Excellency and the Committee seem equally to have been under 
a misapprehension as to the practice prevailing in India. From informa
tion recently received, which the Committee believe is reliable, they learn 
that iu the Presidency Courts uo Jurors are employed i n  civil cases at all, 
whatever the magnitude of the issue iuvolvecl. The Judges sitting alone as 
Judge and Jury are the sole arbiters of facts and law. 

The Committee in persistently urging their contention do not touch 
in the adequacy of the Fee, for even if their pravet· be adopted the remu-' . 
neration, in the majority of cases, would by no means represent the loss 
sustained by the enforced attfmdance of Special Jurors. 

The Committee are strongly of opinion that the substitution of a daily 
fee would in many instances deter litigants from claiming the services of 
Special Jurors i n  cases of compamti vely minor importance n.ncl not en
volving questions requiring special invest.igntion. 

As an alternative to the "scheme proposed by the Com1ll ittee (though 
they s�oulcl much prefer its adoption) they would suggest that scope should 
he given to the presiding Judges to sanction, witl.l the approval of the 
litigants, the payment of Jt'ees to Special Jurors of $10 per diem in all 
cases where the duration of trials exceeds one day.-I have, &c., 

F. HE:NDERSO:N, Sccrf'ta''Y· 
Hou. A. Lrsn:n, Acting Colonial Secretarfi 

No. f?,908. CoLONIAL SE<:nE'l'AHY';; OFFICE, 

HoxuKo::-�a, 21st December, 1889. 
Sm,-His Excellency the Govern or has bad under careful considera

tion your further letter of November 20th on the subject of remuneration 
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to Speeial Jurors. After giving the matter his fullest ILttentiou, His Ex6el
lency eau only regret his inability to meet the wishes of the Cham her of 
Commerce on this question. 

'rlJC Chamber seems to be of opinion that the services . of Special 

Jurors have sometimes been claimed '' in cases of eo m pamtively minor 

" importance, n:Jt involving questions requiring special investigation." 

\Vhilsi; unahle to discover :wy i n stance of this, H is Excellency, with the 
object of pt·ccluuing all ground for such a complaint in the future, has 
thought it expedient to give instructions for the prepamtion of a short 

amen ding Ordinance to the effect that no Special Jmy is to be summoned 
unless the Judge is satisfied beforehand tl1at the ca.se will probably present 

such difficultie;;; as to t·encler a Special Jury clesimble.-I have, &c., 

A. Ll�TER, Acliug Colonial Secreln!'y. 

F. Ih::'iDEHs<•N, Esq. 

Secretmy, Ilo:'it:KOXG G E�ER.U. CIIHIHEH or Co)DtER\' E . 

Eo 
THE lMPOHT TRADE OF HO.XGKO�G. 

The following cirenlar has heen issned, nuder the auspices of the Hong

konO' Chmnhcr of Commerce, to importers with the Yicw of hrin�ing about 0 
some joint nl'tion in the matter complained of :-

CIRC'GI.AR. 

The attention of the Committee of this Chamber has Lecu called to tlw 

presen t unsatisfactory po�ition of the Import Trade of Hongkong as reg:ml:-< 

contract�, with the view of inducing them to Hndertnke >'Ot�H' initiator_,. 

measures toward� bringing about a remedy. 

The Committee a"snme that the evil complained of, t)mnely the frequent 

lax, or entire nou-fulfilmcnt of contracts by many Chinese dcalerK- i s  genc

ralh· a·.lmitted, and the que:'!tion :<eems to them to he one of sufficient i ntQI'CHI· 

nml importance to justify its being brought to
. 
the notice of Importer8, with 

the object of ascertai ning whetller some attempt at joint action, would ot· 

would not, meet with their approval. 
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The tlifficult ies that, shmd in the way of those who arc endeavouriu g  to 
hring about joint action nre apparent enough to the Committee, but these 
may po�sibly prove to be not instumonntable-evon whe re so many interests, 

allll so me of them perhaps of a diverging natnre, are invol ved-and the Com
mit tot! will feel oblige<! if those interesteJ wil l  be good enough to signify 
t h eir approval, or disapprov1tl of some step� bei ng taken. 

It is proposed, tlmt if Importers generally are found desirous of some 
:wtion being taken. to hold a me3ting for the publi c  discussion of the question, 

aud meanwhile the Committee will gladly receive proposa ls or suggestions 
in any way calcnlnted to further the ends nimed at. 

P. RYRIE, Clwh·man. 

Hongkon,q (leneral Clwm:;er of Commerce. 

HoNGKO:><G GgNERAL CHA1IBER OF CmnrF:RCE, 

HONGKONG, 9tlt August, 1889. 

Sm,-I am directed by the Committee of this Chamber to ask you to be 
good enough to bring to the notice of His Excellency the Governor, for his 
f<Lvourable consideration, the desirability of the earliest publication of all 
1wailable information regarding the probable course of Typhoons formi ng 

anywhere in the neighbourhood, or at greater distances. 
The pressing necessity for full and prompt publication of information 

bearing on the probable movements of Typhoous must already be so appa
rent· to His Excellency that it seems entirely unnecessary on the part of my 
Committee to adduce any arguments whatever with the view of more deeply 
impressing upon him the vital importa.nce to a Community largely interest
ed iu Shipping, of early notice of the movements of such destructive 
visitants . 

My Committee are aware that it has bee14 customary in the past to 
give some publicity to such information, but so far as they know it has not 
l oeen attempted systematically, and they now venture to suggest that His 
Excelleucy will be good enough to give instruct.ions that all information 
reaehing any of the Departments be at once made public. 
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I am further instructed to sto.te that, should His Excellency see fit to 

commun icate such information to the Chamber, the Committee would gladly 
undertake to nistribute it, if such an arrangement would m any way 

facilihtte its prompt publication. 

My Committee beg me to suggest tho.t, should it meet with the 

��pproval of the Government, the Cho.mber will gladly circulate the intd

ligence, by ' Express,' or other�ise, at their expense, on receipt of the actual 

transcript of telegrn.ms or other information directly it reaches my hands. 

The near approach of the Typhoon season makes the present time 

peculiarly appropriate to bring to the notice of His Excellency a subject 

n.ffecting the interests of not only ship-owners, but also the entire com

munity, and my Committee trust their suggestions may meet with a favour

able reception .-! have, &c., 

F. HE:l\DERSO�, Sec1•etary. 

The Hun. F. STEWA1n, LL.D., Colonial Sccrelaty. 

CoLONIAL SEctn;TARY's OFFICE, 
lioN<mO:sG, P.4tlt August, 1889. 

SIR,-With reference to your letter of the 9th inst::wt, on the subject 

of weather telegrams, I am dirC\cte!l by the Governor to acquaint you, for 
the information of the Chamber of Commerce, that he has given strict 

inst.rnctions for the immedio.t.e transmission to the Chamber of Commerce 
of :\11 such telegrams received, whether from the Observatory or elsewhere. 

His Excellency fully concurs with the Chamber of Commerce in their 

view as to the extreme importance of obtaining and publishing the best a.ud 
earl iest information with respect to typhoons ; and he is by no means 
satisfied either with the nature of the information now given or with th� 

promptlH:ss of its supply to the public. 

His Excellency is n.ow making enquiries with a view to substantial 

iml'rovcments i n  these respects, which be JS determined, if possible, to 
effect. ; �md though this might possibly involve a somewhat large expend
iture, he does not doubt that the importance of the object to be gained will 
furnish its complete j ustification. 

-- ---- -

, 

L 
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His Excellency hopes to be shortly in a position to make a further 

communication to you on this subject .-! have, &c., 

FREDERICK S'rEW ART, Colonial Secreta1·y. 
1'. lfENI>ERSo:s, Esq ., Sec1·etm·y, 

lloNGKo �w G �:xERAL CHA�mEn oF Co)BIE RCE. 

HoNGKO:sG GENEBAL CHAmn:n oF CO)DfERCI>, 

l-IONGKONG, 80tlt August, 1889. 

Sm,-I have the honour to acknowledge t·eceipt of your valued com

munic<tl.ion of 24th Au3ust, and I am directed to request that you will be 

_
good enough to convey the th<tuks of the Cornmitte� to His Excellency the 

Goyernor for his courtesy in so promptly acceding to tbeit· request that 

the Ch:\mber might be supplied from the different Departments with all 

information calculated to serve !\8 Storm-w:wnings. 
The Committee learn with much pleasme that His Ex..::ellency agrees 

with them as to the importance of such information and ths.t he has 

determined to effect, if possible, snbsto.ntial i mprovements i n  existing 

arrangements. 
The thanks of the Committee are also due for His Excellency's pro

mised further communications touching this important matter.-! have, &c., 

F . . IIENDERSON, Secretary. 
Hon. F. STEWAUT, LL.D., Colonial Secrctmy. 

Ho�GKONG, 24th Septembe?",- 1889. 

Sm,-l u auswer to your request for an expression of opinion with 
rl'ganl to storm-warnings for this port from a seunnn's poi n t of view, I 

respectfully beg to lay the followiug suggestions before the Chamber of 

C'ommerc� for their eonsitleratiou . 

1t wou!J be lle�imble to make arnmgements with the Spanish Authori

tie, in Manila nud also with the Imperial Chinese :Ninri time Customs to 

t<'legraph from their RtatiO!IS in the north of Luzon and from Sont.h Capo 

Fm·mosa re,;pocti ,·ely the bearing of the centre of al l typhoons that pMs i n to 
1 ht! China Sea either to the north of Lnzon t:ia the Basbr.e and other chan-

11''1�, and al�o of tho�e wh ich pass over the Philippi nes further south, to tbe 
< t ovomment of !hi� Colony. 
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A gla nce at the chart will  show thn,t it is almo:lt a certainty that. one or 

both of these po ints will be inclndetl in the storm area of any typhoon 

coming ill from the Pacific, r:nd tbn.t both tho above montio!1ed points nre 

f:wourahly sitnateLl for obtaining cross bearings of a storm passing across the 

Chiun Sea, or for tlutt mutter before it has entered it. 

These bearings conld be telegrn.phed to Ilongkong before the Colony 

itself had come ,dthin the infl nence of the storm winds and when once 

within this iuftnencc the Hkilled obserYer here deduces the bearing nn<l u ses 

it with those a lready rcceh·cd so that a storm when once past the Bashees 

would he tracked in its progress ncrnss the China Sea by bearings taken 

from three different place� and the public made aware from time to time of 

the npproximn.te position of the centre, the course i t  was tmvelling on, and 

its  rnte of progres!'ion . 

If this plan '"ere adopted in>pro,·ements in the detn.ils would no doubt 

:mggest themselve:< from t ime to time. The great Ya!ne of the Pratns Sbonl 

as an observing station cannot fail to be known to tht: Chamber, but I take 

it the time has not. come for auythiug to he done in the way of utilising it. 
The above gin's in ontline whnt the practical needs of the Colony are 

at the present moment, and us time goes on, the scope of the pbn can b� 

exter.ded if need 1c. The details would hnYe to be arranged by the l1igh 

authorities of the ,·(uious l'owers concerned, and there �eems no reason to 

doubt that all would tltke n.n enlightened and comprehensive view of the 
mut ter.-! have, &c., 

G. C. ANDERSON, .ftfCt1ine SU1·veyor. 

FrLLAHTON HE::o�nEHSON, Esq., Sccretw·y, 

HoxGl{ONG CHAMnF.R OP Co)niERCE. 

G. 
HOXGKONC:, 27tfl June, 1 889. 

SIR,-I am deputed by the body of Licensed Passltge Brokers to hn.nd 

you the enclosed copy of correspondence recently exchanged between them 
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and the Government, on questions therein set forth, as it is probable the 
Chamber may be referred to in the matter, for which reason it is thought 

d�sira.ble that members should be familiar with the facts.-! have, &c., 

H. SHEPP ARD. 

F. HENDERSON, Esq., Secrcta1''!J, 
Ho�GKONG GENERAL CHAMBER OF CoM)IERCE. 

(Copy.) 
No. 69M. 

HARBOUR DEPART:UENT, 

HoNGKONG, 1st June, 1889. 

SIR,-l beg to give you notice that for the future the law will be 
enforced as regards Contract Passage Tickets, and that the tickets must 
therefore be si{jne(l by the Passage Broker, and m addition, must be 
stamped with his sP.al or trade mark, otherwise they cannot be accepted by 
the Emigration Officer.- I have, &c., 

To 

H .  }fURRAY R CMSEY, Emigratiou Office�·, �·c. 

CniiN KrNG Poo, Esq. 

JoHN A. MosELY, Esq. 

C. L. GormA)I, Esq. 

GEo. H. WATT, Esq. 

M. BEART, Esq. 

E. SHELLT:U, Esq. 

H. SHEPPARD, Esq. 

HONGKONG, 1 7tlt Juue, 1 889. 

Sin,-We, the undersigned Licensed Passage Brokers of this Colony, 

have the honour to reply to your circular communication of the 1st instant, 

wherein you inform us that the law will be enforced, in that we shall i n  
future b e  required t o  " sign under our hand and stamp \Vith our 

��c���====�==���==�======�==����----------------�·��--�·-h--�.--------------------�----------------------------------� 
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respectiYe seals or trade marks," all Contract Passage Tickets. You have 
also verb�Uy informed us that out' presence at the Harbour Office during 
the official examination of the passengers is !�bsulnte necessary. 

It is clear that under sections :.ll and· 33 of the " Consolidated 
Ordinance of 1889" we are required to sign and to attend the examina
tion of the passengers before the Emigration Officer, but we would 
point to the increase i n  emigration dUl'ing the past 32 years since the 
sections in question were framed. There are now perha.ps frequently as 
many passenger� going to the Straits in one week as went in a whole 
twelve ·month in earlier years, and we <tsk that, if the letter of the law now 
compels the order issned, an amendment be passed as speedily as possible. 
that shall afford us some relief from the useless sacrifice of time entailed, 
and yet fasten upon us 1vith equal e,ffect the several obligations of the con
tract, from which it is not our purpose by any means to escape. 

Granted that the form of procedure as directed in sections 33 were 
vracticable when treating with the very limited number of Chinese pas
sen, ... ers dnrin" the years immediately followil�g the passing of this Ordi-" 0 
nauce, it is patent that it would be impracticable i n  the present day. We 
would therefore respectfully submit that, as the natlll'e of the htw is such 
as to compel its accommodation to circumstances in one respect, its undue 
pressure upon Passage Brokers may be so modified as to meet the ex
igencies of the situation until an amendment can be passed, and that we 
shall uot be compelled, as a hard and fast rule, to attend throughout the 
examimttions of emigrants at the Harbour Office; an examim�tion in 
which we have no voice whatever. 

We woulJ petition that, in this particular, the matter be left at your 
discretion, and that where we have occasion to ask you to be allowed to 

absent ourselves for shtll't periods from the Harbour Office during the 
examinations, in order to attend to other 11ecessary business in connection 
with the despatl}h of emigrant vessels, you be allowed power to grant !'uch 
request. You will note that we always leave reliable men to guard the 
i nterests of the business, and hold ourselves ready to appear in person at a 

few minutes notice. 

Regarding the signing by hand, we would submit that the practice of 
the past thirt.y years, namely, affixing the true and perfect impression of 

-- . 
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out· signatures by means of a chop or stamp, possesses a distinct advanta,.e 0 {)ver the autograph signature iu this particular branch of business. It 
makes every signature <�like, and consequently, the slightest vm·iation 
would rendet· a forget·y at once liable to detection. . Whereas, with a�tual 
signatures, the. varieties necessarily occurring in the tiring process of sign
ing, say, 700 or 800 tiekets, as will frequently be the case for one steamer, 
would render it as difficult to deny a falsification as to recognise a true 
autograph .  Some of us already have, and those who have not eau procure 
without delay, steel impressed stamps as trade marks, and we beg that this 
impress on the contmct tickets may be ttccepted as a counterproof. of our 
obligation, and will admit of the Government again sanctioning the use of 
our signature " chop." 

We trust for a favourable consideration of this petition, and we would 
mention, that, as the mercantile firms we serve are concerned in our desire 
to av,id waste of time, we are forwarding a copy of this correspo�dence to 
the Chamber of Commerce that the Chamber, if referred to on the subject. 
may be aware of the facts.-We have, &c., 

Captain R M c RRAY R U )ISEY, R.N., 

GEO. H. WATT. 

�1. BEAHT. 
CHUN KING POO. 
ED. SHELLIM. 
H. SHEPPARD. 
C. L. GORHA�I. 

Licensed Passage B1·ohe1·s. 

Emigration Officer, <Jc., <tc., Ilongkoug. 

(Copy.) 

No. 78)I . HARBOUR DEPART:UENT, 

HoNGKONG, 20tlt June, 1889. 

GENTLEMEN,-! am in receipt of your joint letter elated 1 7th instant, 
Qn the subject of your signing Contract Passage Tickets, and attending 
personally at this Offi�!c during the examination of intending Emigrants. 

---·-
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I note that you desir.e,-lst, " relief from the useless sacrifice of time 

entailed "  in attending the examination at the Harbour Office ; and 2nd, 

that the Government will again sanction the use of your signature " Chop." 

In reply, I can only express my regret at my inability to accede to 

your requests, since it is quite beyond my power to authorise any deviation 

from the provisions of the htw as it at prest'nt stands.-! have, &c., 

B. :NIURRAY R U M t;EY, Emig1·ation Officer, �·c. 
GEo. I-I . WATT, Esq., 

& Others LiccnseLl Passage llrokers. 

IIONGKONG, 22nd June, 1889. 
I 

Sm,-vVe have the honour to refer to the following order issued by 

the Emigration Officer, under date of the 1st instant, viz.:-

" I  beg to give you notice that for the future the law will be 
" enforced as regards Contract Passage Tickets, and that the 

'' tickets must therefore be signed by t.he Pa.ssage Broker, and in 

" addition, must be stamped with his seal or trade mark, other

" wise they cannot be accepted by the Emigration Officer." 

Consequent upon this, we have addressed Capt. RUMSEY pointing out 

the hardships, which for no useful purpose, the order imposes upon us, but 

he has informed us in reply that he eau afford us no relief, and we are, 

therefore, compelled to bring the matter to your notice, with the view of 

having it laid before th� Government. We understand that the order is 

required uncler sections 31 and 33 of " The Chinese Emigratio n Consoli. 

dation Ordinance, 1889," and for vurposes of reference we cite these 

sections, viz. : --

Sec. 31 .-" Every passage broker who shall or may receive money 

" from any person, for or in respe<.:t of a passage in any 

" Chinese passenger ship, shall give to every such person 

" a  contract ticket, under the hand of such passage broker, 

" and stampec1 with h is seal or trade mark,-ea.ch ticket to 
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" be printerl in " plain ;tnd le;5ible t.yp�, according to the 

" form i u the St:he·lule H. hereto, and to be accompani e·l 

" with a tr.tnsbttion thereof in the Chinese lantiuage." 

s�c. 33.-" On every occ:t'3ion of t. b 2  delivery to any passenger of such 

" contr.t:!t ticket a3 aforeaaiJ, t.he p:t�s;tge broker who shall 

" lmvc l;)ng.tgell t0 pr·)Vitle such passenger with a p::tss:t:;e 

" shall attentl with him ab the offi�e of the Em igrat ion 

" Officer, in whos;; presence the contract tick•. t shall  bl) 
" <lclivered to such pas.>enger, and who shall l;)xplain t o  him 
" the 'true intent 1\.nrl meaning of such contmct." 

while to appreciate cle'l.rly their mcaniug an'l object, and their bearing on 

our services in connection with the working of t.he Ordinance it is perhaps 

just as well to cite the form of " Contract P;v;;sage 'l' it:kl;)t " for which said 

Ordinance m'akes provisi.HlS as follows : -

" I  hbreby cng1tge that the Chinese named at foot hereof shall 

" be provided with a pnssa�e to, and shall be buclctl at the port 

" of in , in the ship or vessel 

" called the " ", with not less them 72 cubic feet 

" aud 12 superficial feet for berth accotnmodation (or iu case of 

" ships under section 46, .54 cubic feet and 9 superficial feet), a.;1d 

" shall be victualled according to Schedule A to " The Chinese 
" P��ossengers Act, 1855," annexed, during the voyage, and the term 

" of detention A.t any pla.:>e before its determination, for the sum 

" of doll11rs, and I hereby acknowledge to have received 

" the sum of dollars in full payment." 

It is abunJ.u1tly clear that the object of the sections in question is to 

fasten upon the passage-broke1·, with no manner of escapl:', the obligation of 

the " Contract l'assa.ge Ticket," and, as the practice of the past thirty years 

t:annot be s:�id to have ever frustt·ated this object we ask for a reversion 

thereto si nce the order in question is entailing on our part a terrible aml 

(we would add with all due 1·espect) a purposeless waste of time. ·we do 

not pretend for a moment to express an opinion one way o1· t.hll oth e r as to 

whether or not the altered circllmstances of 1889 as compared with 1 8i)5 
(the date to which thc>se sections owe their origin) a1·e such as to entitle 
the GoverniiHmt to exercise any discretion in administering the law as it 

fl .<IIIo...... ��.,�====�====�==��----------��----��----------------�1 
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stands hut we merely point to the fact that the pressing nature of the 
altered ci1·cumstanees has been felt and acted upon by the Goveniment 
where they themselves are concerned, for their practice of having the 
emigrants brought before the �.<;migration Officer in a body on a. given date 
after the issue of the contract passage tickets is as manisfest-though 
harmless-a departure from the strict letter of the Ordinance. as was our 
affixing our signatures by means of an impressed sta,mp (the custom for 
years past) or our going about other business after presenting the passengers 
once auJ for all for examination, and this being so, we merely ask that tbe 
same clemency which in Jeftlrence to circumstances. the Government can 
extend to their own servants and the work of their departments be equally 
exercised in our favour and in the interests of the mercantile firms we serve 
which interest-s are none the less matt>rial. As the Ordinance itself is now 
before the Council we beg leave to remn.rk that the occasion is opportune 
to amend it in this particular anJ in a manner that shall just as effectually 
fasten upon 118 the obligations of the " Contract Passage Ticket" from 
which wE>, by no means, wish to escape. 

It would appear, however, that the motive of the order is a precaution 
against kidnapping ;  but, we contend tht�t, on closer examination, it will be 
seen that it was never intended (as it would he alike impossible) to attain 
ai;V such end tbrouoh the meJium of the passage-broker whose positiou • 0 
and services have perhaps never ueen more clearly defined than when a 
recent Governor speaking in Council upon the Emigration OrJinance 
referred to it as " the means whereby the GovernroP.nt guarantee the con
veyance to the travelling public" or wor<ls to that effect. The Police can 
alone he looked to in the suppression of lddnapping or "the pursuit of its 
culprits and we beg leave to state that their efforts would alike be wasted 

at the examination before the Emigration Officer though their services 
woulJ be usejttl in the extreme at and a.fter the cxaminntion on board steamer 
where i t  is plain that the victim of nny kidna.ppers m?tst be produced, 
howew!;· successfully he may have Leen impersonated up to that stage of 
the proceedings. "\Ve woulu not presume to question the interpretation of 
t.hc sedions of the Ordinance cited, only as mentioned they owe their origin 
to t !te very first em igratiou Ordinance passecl in the Colony (we believe i n  
1 855 o r  1857) and it has been quite conspicuous in the cases o f  l.:idnapping, 
or alleged kidnapping recently before the Police Court that the ·Magistrate 
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was not at all clear as to the fnnct.ion of the passage-broker, confounding 
him (most unfhtteringly) with what might be ·called n. " coolie procnrer " 
and we regret to think that sozne such misconception exists even in higher 
governmental departments. 

In conclusion we beg leave to 1t<ld tbat hiJnapping where it occurs is 
due to no impel"fection of the Ordinance itself whieb works perfectly in all 
points where Europeans alone rn·e concerned in conforming t,l its provisions. 
A proper means of sa.feguaz·ding the emigrant while ap['lying the Orui
nance is alone wanting to render ki dnapping undet• it an impossibility and 
in t.his matter we are ready to assist the Government with such suggestions 
as onr intimate association with the working of th� Oz·dinance may qualify 
us to make. Our own interests and symp<ttbies in t Le matter at'E:' one with 
the Government, a.s mtLy be equally sairl of the import:z.nt mercantile firms 
we serve. With these remarks we respectfnlly beg you t.o bring this our 
petit.ion before His Excclleucy the Govemor and trusting for its favorable 
consideration. -"\Ve have, &c., 

Hon. F. STEWART, LL.D., Colonial Srcretflr!J. 

C. L. GOHHAM. 

l\f. HEART. 

CHUN IG NU POO. 
I I. S IIEPP ARD. 

GEO. H. WATT. 

E. SIIELLIM. 

/,icenserl Passagr Brolte1·s. 

Ho�GKOXG, 24th Jtme, 1889. 

S1R,-Wc have the hononr to refer to a letter atldressed to you under 
date of the 22nd instant, by Messz·s. Go&HA.M, W A. TT, SHELLIM, CHUN KING 
Poo, BEART, and SHEPPARD, the Licensed Passage Brokers of Hongkong, copy of which we have seen ;  and, as it seems to us to make a very reason
alJle request we beg to aecora it our support a.ncl commend their Petition to the special notice and consideration of the Government. 

As the employers of the brokers in question we look to them lo at.tcnJ, on om behalf, to the mnny requirement s and details of the Chinese ( l it 
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Emi<Yration Ordinance-apart from the mere issue of the Contract Passage 0 
Tickets-and we are moreover equally (lesirons with thorn that they should 
avoid any unnecessary waste of time.-We have, &c., 

,JARDINE, 1-lATHESON & Co., 
Gnll'ral .lfa nagr?·s, Indo- Cltina 

Steam l."at·igativn Co., 
Agents, ' Glen ' lAne Stl'amer.<, 

Jut•a AgHnCff Co., Ld., 
a n(l otlte·rs. 

For t!te Anst1·o- llungm·ian Lloyds 
Neam Xavigation Go., 

0. B.�CIIRACH . 
E. L. WoODIN, 

Supn·intcndent, P. <5· 0. V.•. 
p.p. Dot:GLAS LAPRAIK & Co., 

T. E. DAYIE!'o, 
Oene1·al J'lJanagrrs, 

Dou.glas, .-J. 1Y. (o. , Ld. 
CHAS. D. HAR)JAX, 

Agm�t, Pacific Jl/ail 8. S. �o ... nnrl 
Occidmtal ,S· t:·riental S. •'· Go. 

DAVID SAssoox, Soxs & Co., 
Agents, Apca?' Lint•. 

BuTTERFIELD & SwiRF., 
Agents, Ocea-n iSteam-sltip Cu., 

China Navigation ('o., /.d. 
LuN SmxG Ox, 

Chartt·1"C1". 
SoY Snw, 

Clw rteret·. 
Gmn, LIVlNGSTON & Co., 

Agents, ' lien ' and •Gibb ' J, iluw 
Steame1"S, and ot !u·rH. 

CAHLOWITZ & Co., 
Agl'lltR tif tltr Xat'i!ta:ioni 

Gencrali Ita/iana. 

Sn:m:st�N & Co., 
A gf'ltts, Dt•?tf.�che JJampfschlff· 

Rhedc1·ic. 
A n :s- H o Ln, K.umERG & Co., 

· Agt·nt�, Ch ina Sltippm·s iliuhwl 
S. ,\� ro. ,  Ld. 

'Eot:Atw ScnELLUAs:-; & Co., 
Agent.,, SundrY. Lines of Stcr!llll"?'S. 

H e�,;ELJ, & Co., 
At1rnts, ' Cnion ' Line Steamcr8, . E. q· A. 8.8. Co., Ltl., 
Cliilw ,S· Jl/11nila s.S. Co., J.d., 

and vthrr�. 
GEo. H. STEV�;N� & Co. 
A u.u i ::'0 :-1, BELL & Co., 

Aq<·lllB, C a nadian Pacific .:.:.s. Ct• .. ·, Sh i1·e' Li111·, ' Odlatly ' Liw•, 
and otlu:1·s. 

Scolfis!t 0· icntrtl :::.team-ship Co., 
Gt·:O. T. HOPKlNS, [ Ld., 

Agent. 
Tu!'\G KEE & Co., 

Clta1·tcn1'8. 
WtxG KEE & Co., 

Clta rtn·erR. 
Hol' K�:E & C'o., 

('ha rft'1'l"I"S. 
Au Yox, 

Clta?·tt•!'f1". 
YL'E:-1 FAT HoxG, 

p. Cmx HENG. 

IIoa. F. �TEWART, LL.D., Colouial Secretary. 

HoNG KONG G ENimAL C' H A)!BEH o:F Co>DIEncv., 

lJONG K O :\G, 27t/t .June, 1889. 

Sm,-I beg to acknowledge receipt of your favonr of this date gi1·ing 
cover tc) copies of correspondence betwneu the Emigration Officer and the 
Li:cnseJ Passage Brokers of liongkong in regard to r.?cent enforcement 

f 1 t. s wLich hn.ve for years-allllarentlv-been in abeyance. I shall c rc•gn.a. wn u • 
. b;tw u l'Jch pleasure in laying the correspondence before the Comwtttee of 

this Clmmber.-I have, &c., 
F. IIENDERSO�, Sec1·etary. 

H. SnEI'PARD, Esq. 

" 
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IloN<;KoNn, 23rd Septembe1·, 1889. 

SIR,-I have the honour to inform you that on the 22nd of July last 
His E:.celloncy was plea�ed to •�ppoint Mr. L.HTON,

' 
C<tptain RuMSEY, pr. 

Ho ILu and myself to be a Committee " for the purpose of formulating 
suggestions for the revision of the �xistiug htw relating to Chinese emigra
t.ion and for the better suppression of emigration abuses." 

2. Aftqr collecting cvnsidern.ble i nformation, and discussing at length 
the nature of the various offences, and the remedies proposed for thern, 
the Uommittee at the sugge�;tion of 1\Ir. IJa YTON, and with the approval of 
Government, have agreed that no satisfactory decision can be arrived at 
until an expression of opinion has been obta.ined from those most interested 
in the matter, i.e. ,  the werr.bers of the Chamber of Commerce; and I h<tve 
tbrefore to transmit to you the papers mentioned below and to ask that 
you will submit them to your Chamber and r�quest the members to con
sider the various points raised thereiu and oblige the Committee with an 
expression of their view� thereon at as early a date as possible.-I have, &c., 

N. G. MITCHELL-INNES. 

The Secretary, CnA1IBEH Ok' Co�n.tEUCE. 

HONG K ONG GENERAL C'H.UIBER OF CO>DIERCE, 

I-IO)WKoxn, 25tlt Novembe1·, 1889. 

Sm,-I have the pleasure to 1·eturn you, herewith, documents markep 
A to G having reference to the Revision of the Chinese Emigration Act, 
and beg to thank you on behalf of the Committee for the_ nse of same. 

As owing to the absence of the Hon. J. J. KEswrcx, and from other 
causes, no opportunity has yet occuned of discussing the subject at a Board 
Meeting I am asked to state that if agreeable to His E xcellency the Gov
cruor the Committee will feel much obliged if they may again be allowed 
the use of the papers now returned to admit of �he further consideration 
of t·he important question to which these refet·.-I have, &c., 

F. HENDERSON, Sec1·etary. 

Hon. N. G. MncnEn-INNEs, 

Acting Registrar Geneml. 

� .... � �����====�============����--------------�. �--- -�--��------------------------------------� 



[ 40 ] 

G. 

Hox<:Koxn G E :-o EIUL C'tt,uii:�:R t w  Co)DIEHCE, 
I! ox<: 1\. oxn, 2-"h•d Jmwary, 1890. 

Sm,-Reverting tv your communication of 23rd September and to the. 
various docuu1ents to which it gave cover having r.�fcrence to the proposed 

Revision of the Cbin�se E migration Act, and forw!l.n1ed to me for the con

sideration of the Committee of this Cl11ttnbe1·, I have now the honour to

advise you, fur the iufonua.tivn of His Excelleuey the Governer, that.-

The Committee after careful ueliuemtion una.niul(lusly agreeu tha.t 
the propos;\ls su ggested by the Government Commission, which en
quireu into the subject, are too cuml.Jersome to be adoptetl, and even if 
adopted would not tl.wroughly erauicate the evils complained of. That in 

the colllluct of such an enormous exoJns as aunually occUI'8 from this IJOrt

having uue regard to the difficulties which surround the uealings of Chi

nese in tltis business, for it is almost solely in na.t.ive hauds,-it is nea.rly 

impossil•le to prevent the oceasional deportation of coolies against their 

will, Lnt the genuine cases are believed. t.o be very few. Seeing also that 

the E migration almost solely takes place to British Colonies where the 

liberty of t-he Native is amply safeguardetl, the L1wdship can be redressed 

on proper representations being made. Elaborate machinery such as is 
suggested in the Cowmission's Report would not only be costly which 

woulll pres:nmably fall on the ship-owner, but it would, in addition, tend 

to restrict the Emigration from this port., for if Chinese, or others, found 

their operations w<'re trammelled by such expensive methods t.hey would 

seek for other sources of supply. The t.reat.y Ports of Swatow and Amoy 

which ah'eady largely contribute to the Emigration from Sonthem China, 
would receive ;tu accession of business. Those port::; being under Consular 

j urisdiction would permit the flow of Chinese, by ''essels othet· than British, 
u n der far less stringent r<'gnlat.ions than this Government would impose. 

The result 'being that not only would this port suffer a loss of the trade, 

bnt the British fl<tg would also be supplemented by those oC other nations 

u1 these waters. Inciden �ally it may 'be mentioned that, at the present 

moment, Emigration is pet•mitted from S\'mtow to the Dutch Straits Set
tlements by vessels other than British, while coolies for the Settlement of 

British North Blll'neo are not allowed to depart from Swatow in ships :flying 

the British flag. The trade is of great value to Hongkoug, n.nd its extent 

may be gathered from the fees collected for passing emigrants only which 

0 
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amounted to, in 1888, $26,472. An improvement in the p1·esent svstem of' 
conducting emigration is doubtless needed and the Committe� would 
.strongly urge that any amendments should be fra.med wit.h a view to 
simplify, as much as possible, the methods of working. To this end and 
expres�ng their views generally they believe the best system would be to 
organise an independent department to control this br�nch of the Colony's 
tt·ade. The head should be an Official, with a thorough knowledge of the 
Chinese langua.ge and the post should be amply remunerated to ensure in 
all respects a very reliable man. Under him should be a second with 
similar qualifications. The remainder of the staff could be adjusted as the 
needs of the office demanded. The present system of a preliminary 
examination on shore should be abolished. All coolies should be passed on 
board the vessels which shoultl be compelled to sail immediately after the 
inspection. The inspection should in all cases be performed by the Head 
of the Department or l1is second ; the vessel being carefully surrounded bv water police whi�e the inspection lasts and until she sails, to prevent co1;_ 
taet with outsiders. The Officer could, on passing the passengers, who 
would file before him, make it clearly understood to each, where the vessel 
wa.s going, and ascertain if they then objected to go there or to accept the 
employment they we1·e engaged fot-. They should in such case be informed 
they were free, at once, to· leave. The objectionists could be there and 
then collected, talwn ashore and their cases thoroughly i nvestigated, pun
ishment if necessary inflicted on those who had forced the emigrant o n  
board. N o  Chinese but the actual E migrants should be permitted o n  the 
vessel during the " Passing." Such a syst<>m is found to answer in Swato\v 
'vhere Her Britannic Majesty's Consul performs the functions above indi
c��d. Should any unwilling emigrants escape the scrutiny of this inspec
tion, the further examination at the British Ports of destinatiou and the 
ability of the coolie to further represent his cas� to the Authorities there 
is a final precaution against malpractices. Other details would sugges� 
themselves in framing an Ordinance on this simple pri1iciple, which would 
get at t·Le actual men to �scertain their real wishes uncoerced by any kid
nappers. These details, the Committee recommend should be submitted to the Chamber that they might prevent the introduction of such absur� 

dities ns exist iu the present Ordinance whereby it is compulsory upon the 
Passenger Broker to sign with his own hand each ticket that he issues and 



[ .J.2 J 
G. 

compels his attenu!l.ll(!t\ at the " Shore " ex�uuin�ttlon of the Emigrn.ots, 
though he hn,s no power to ta.ke any pn.rt in the proceeJiug. He is only a 

silent spectator. 

'rhe principle of a separate Department for Emigration work forces, 
itself upon the Committee as absolut�:Jly necessary. The t rade hm; long 
grown beyon <l the power of the Harbou1· Master's Department to pay that 
clue attention to supervision wl1ich its proportions now demand. The cost 
of such a Department should be Jcfrayed from t.be Emigration fees now 
levied and which for 1888 amounted to $'26,47 2 , as already stated, this sum 
would be more than ample to cover the cost. of the n�w Department. The 

Committee deprecate i\DY additional levy of fees ou this branch of trade for 
they consider that all taxation than c::tn l1e " ear markeJ " for the payment 
of particular official services for the proper regulation of any branch of 
tmde, shoul<l not be merged in the general revenues of the Colony, hul 
applied specifically to the purposes for which they are raised. Thus undue 
taxation of Commerce is n.voided 1md the freedom of the Po�·t mainh\ined.-
1 have, &c., 

F. IIE�DEHSON, Sw·etm·y. 

Hon. K. G. :MncH�:u.-h:NES, 
Acting Registrm· Ge11cral. 

�Yo. !J,810. 

H .. 
CoLoNIAL SECRETAtn's 0FFICR, 

llo�<:KONG, 6th December, 1889. 

Sm,-I am dit·ectel by the Governor to inform you that His 
Excellency is in receipt of a clespatch from the R ight Honourable the 
Secretary of State for the Colonies requesting him to invite t.he Merchants, 
Dock Com pn.uies, and others to take voluntary ttction for the purpose of 
sto pping unnecessary work in t.he Harbom· of t.his Colony on Sundays. 

His Excellency" 
would be gln.cl if the Chamber over which you preside 

would take action towards this very clesimblc end .::-I La.ve, &c., 
F. H. MAY, 

for t!te A cting Colonial Secretary. 

The Hon. P. HYRIE, 
. Cltairman, IIoxGKONG GENERAL Cn,urBim 01' CO)DrEJtCE. 
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Ho:wKONG GEXEltAJ. CHA)lBER OF co�DIERCE, 
liQNGKONG, lOth December, 1889. 

Sm,-I am directed hy the Chairman, the Honourable PHINEAS RYRIE, 

to aek�owledge receipt of your esteemed communicatio n  of Gth i nstant, 
and to state that he shall be happy to bring the sni.Jject therein referred to 

- -the Stoppage of unnecessary work iu the Hubonr of this Colony on 
Sundays-agair: to the notice of the Committee, for fur�her considemti on . 
I ha\'e, &c., 

F. IIENDERSON, Sccrctm·.'l·  

I l <>ll . A. LISTF.n, Acting Colonial .S'crretm·y. 

liONGKON<T GENERAL C HA:U B El� OF co�nn ;nc�:. 

IIO:-<GKO�G, 16tlt December, 1889. 

Sm,--Reverting to your letter of 6th instant (which I have aircady 
had the pleasure of acknowledging) having reference to a despatch from 
the .Right Honoura.ble the Secretary of State foi· the Colonies i nviting 
Merchants and others to take voluntary actiou for the purpose of stopping 
unnecessary work in the Harbom of tllis Colony on Sundays, I Lave uow 
the honour of informing you that your lettet· has l1ad the careful considera
tion of the Committee. 

'l'hc question of Sunday labour has-as you are awa.re-been the 
Subject of a Correspondence in which the Committee while expressing 
sympathy with the movement regretted that the peculiar circumstances under 
which trade is comlucted seemed to render the suppression of Sunday labour 
in the Harbout· almost impossible-even though the majority of those 
interested in shipping business are unfavourably disposed towards such 
lahonr. 

'rhe Committee though individually opposed to unnecessary Sunday 
labour arc unable, as a representative body, to suggest any scheme 
admitting of equitable and general application calculated to bring about 
the ends aimed at.--1 lutve, &c., 

F. HENDERSON, Scct·etw·y. 

Hon. A. LISTEn, Acting Colonial Secretm·y . 
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Tilt: EASTERN Exn:x,;ro� At:STUAI.ASJA AND CmxA 

TEJ.F.GitAl'Il COll l'.\!'IY, LDIITED. 

,. 'TE.I.EI:I' ·' PH Co:uP .\ Xl" O F  CoPF:NIIAGJ.:x. TJIE (; HEAT �� ORTII E !lX - , _, 

HtiNGIWxt; STATI O!'< , .l!arr.h 21.�1, 1889. 

SIR,-I observe from the recently published report of the Cba.mucr 
that Lhe question of a Direct Cable between Singapore and Hougkong has 

been under consideration, and I shall be very glad , if agrebble to the 

Committee, tu meet them aud give any explanation of the matter that 

may be desired, as there may be some points upon which I may be aula 

to offer further information.-! am, &c., 

'" ALTEH. JUDD, 1l/'anager in Cliinfl, 

Eastcm Extension A ustmlasia �· Clliua Tclcg1·aplz Compa11y, ],imitcd. 

FrLL.·\ItTO:o; Ih:NTJERSON, Esq., Secretary, 

I IoxGli:ox•: G ENF.RAI. CnA:unErt o�· Co1DIERCE. 

HoNGKONG, 81·d Ap1·il, 1889. 

Mr. JuDD by appointment. appeared before the Committee of t he 

Chamber, ana referring to the recent-ly p�blished Report of the Chamber 

re()'aruing tl:e propo:Jed Diree:t Cable to Singapore, stated :-,., 

Acf?(((rial Calculation. 

']1/iat ti.Je actuarial calculation of the Revenue 11 ecessary to providt! for 

Interest, Depreci<ttion, Rq•n.it s aml Renewals for· such :L cnble was £30,000 

per anunm for 20 years. 

lSSG, Company takes ;} 1·isk. 

That 111 1 885 and 1 886 when the question was first mooted, the 

Eastern Extensio n Company , although their exist.ing cables were, and are, 

amply sufficient for the traffic , ngreed in view of the �t rategic a.nd political 

advantages of the proposed cable, to take i of the nsk, and to ask only 

f b 'd r· £90 000 llCr annum from t.be Governments interested, Ol' :1 SU SI y 0 "' , < 

viz., Great Britain, Hongkoug, and Singapore. 

1888, Company tal.·es !- risk. 

That in 188S further representations having been made to the 

Company, the Directors deci<led to further n.id tbe project
. 

by ta.�ing .'�nlf 
t.he risk and declared themselves prepared to lay t.he cable m cons1dcrauon 

of a subsidy of £1 5,000 per annum. 
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Cable cut in Wa1'. 

That as to the question of the cable being cut m time of ,V,u·, it 1s 
practicable to do so neM the lauding en<ls, but i n  tl.Iat case it coulJ be 
easily rapaired, and it is not probable tbat hostile cruisers wllnld be 
penmtnently allowed to remain at such close quarters. 

'rhe cable may be gmpplcd in deep water, but not so easily, aud 
unless the hostile cruisers had comma.nJ. of the se::t.s, the c;tble could be 
repai1·ed uy the Company's stea mers under convoy. 

In any case the Dit·eet cable would not be cut until war was dec·lared, 
tlu•rdore up to the last mom.:Jnt the Governments of Hongkong and 
Sin:;apore would l1e in cons btnt C'Jillmunic<�.tion with each other and 
Home, enabling all arrangements ancl combinations to be m nLle b_v a line 
;th!lolutely free from all possibility of Foreign control, which Is not th� 
r:ase with th(' existing line. 

Altemative routes. 

That as to alternative rout-es there are only two probaule ot· even 
pussiblo. 

I. By a. Pa.cifie cable to Canada, or the Un ited States. 1'his is so far 
as we can sec or judge not at all likely to be established for man.v ye<1t's. 'rhe objections being great length, deep W1ttm·, and a stormy Ocean, all 
of which render the mainceuance of the cable very difficult, uncert<tin, and 
·�xpeusive. 

II. By Chinese line!l. Such a. route would in our opznwn be neither 
rdiahle nor quick, and many ycat·s must elapse before it could be depended 
upon in troublous times. 

It would certainly not be free from Foreign Control. 

N01·th B01'neo. 

1.'ltat it might possibly be arranged that the proposed new cable 
shunld touch at Nodh Borneo, thus giving direct communication with a 
ll1Jillltry 111 which Hougkong has a large and increasing interest, m <llldition to tbe before mentioned strategic advantages. 

W. JUDD. 
liONGKONG, 6tlt April, 1889. 
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Coi.O!\IAL SECHETAUY's 0FFICIC. 

HoNGKOr.-G, 12th Ap1·il, 1889. 

SIR,-Advertiug to previous correspondence, I u.m directed by His 

Excello?Jicy the Governor to transmit to you, for the ct>nsideration of the 

C ham\..er of Commerce, the enclosed cop.v of a letter from the l\hnager iu 

Ch imt of tbe E:�stern Extension Australasi<> a.nd Chin11 Telegraph Com

}:'!lny, Limited, tmd the Great N orthf:rn Telegmph Company of Copenhagen, 

on the subject of a proposed cli1·ect telegraphic colllmunication with Singa

pore, and to state tLat the offer now made differs from the prev ious one 

inasmuch as having all the advantages offered by th e latter, it inclu�les 

also that of communication with an isla.nd of rapidly growing importance, 

i n whicb Hongkong is likely to have special interest. 
I am to add that His Excellency Admira.l Sir Nowrn.L SAr.llfoN has, 

since the date of the last correspo11l1ence with the Chamber, impressed o u  

the Governor the grea.t importance o f  a second line of communication with 

Singapore, being of opinion that, even if the line were cut after a clecla.rn.t1on 
of war, the passage over it. of tt single message to the effect' th1�t war was 

imminent, might he wort.h to this Colony more tha n t.he whole of <my 
sul•sicly that has ever hetln asked. 

Sir N owE!.L SALMo:. is 11.lso of opinion t.hat in case of war the line viti 
Borneo would be of �<pccial va.lue as heing near the route of the t rade 

between Oh ina and Australia . . 

Under the circumstances His Excellcnt!y the Govemor would be 

glad tn receive the views of the Cha1�1bet· on Mr. J UDJJ's communication,

! have, &c. , 

FHEDER ICK STEWAHT, Colonial 8ec1·etary, 

To the Secreta?'!/, 

I IosG KOXG (-t EXEl�A L C u .DrHEit OF Co)DIEitCE. 

IloxGKOxG, 6tlt April, I 889. 

SIR,-I h ave the honor to state the following for the information 
of His Excellency the Governor :-

It will be w ithin His Excellency's recollection that iu 1885, 1886, and 
1883, the ques,tion of a cable from Hongkong to Singapore, not touching 

on Foreign territory was considered hy this Goveru_ment, without however 

any definite decision being taken . 

r 
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I am now instmeted by tuy Directors to inform His Excellency that 

the Authorities of British North Borneo have addt•essec1 them with a view 
to the extension of our system to that place by means of a c:tble from 
Singapore to British North Borneo, touch ing en 1'atde at Labuan :tnd 
S.Hawak. 

Should this arrangement be canied out, an opportunity would be 
afforded, by continuing the new cable from North Bomeo to Hongkong, 
of giving this colony direct communication with that rapidly developing 
country, and n.t the same time providing that alternative route to Singapore, 
touching only on British tenitory, which has been so generally recognizeu 
as politically anJ stmt.ogically importa.nt. 

I would point out that the existing cables are amply sufficient to cany 
a considerable increase of I be present traffic, and as the additional traffic 
due to the establishment of tbe proposed new cable woulJ be entirely in
significant in prorortion t.o the large outlay, my Directors instruct me to 
Rtate that the extension eoulc1 only be canied out in consideration of the 
undertaking being subsidised hy the Go1•ernments intet·csted. 

I would mention thnt the subsidies named in my letter of April 14th, 1 888, were for a duration of 20 years, that being the period upon which all 
om· actuarial calculations are based, and I am now instructed to enquir6 
whethe: the Government of Hongkong would be disposed to grant a subsidy 
for 20 years for this pm·pose, and if so, of what amount. 

As I gather that one of the objections taken by the Chamber of 
Commerce to out· former proposals was that the advttnt�ges were purely 
political, I would now beg t.o poiut out that the present proposition, if 
mwried into effect, would subserve both political and comme1:cial interest.
! have, &c., 

W AJJTER JUDD, .fllanager in Clzirw, 
Eastern Extension Australasia and C!tinrt '" 1 1 n l d " 1 e egrrtpn vo., J • 

'l'he Hou. F. �TEWAin, LL.D., Colonial $'ecretary. 

HoNGKo:sG GExERAL CHAUBER Ob' CouMERCE, 
HoxGrw:.o, J 7tlt April, 1889. 

Sm,-I l1ave the honour to acknowledge receipt of your commuui�ation
. 
of 12th iust.ant� h��udi ng copy of a letter from Mr. Junn, Manager 

m Chma of the_ Ettstern Extension Australasia and China Telegraph 

,, .... � ����110�:::::=������-------------------�- ·��-�- -------------------------------------------
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Com pany, being in continun.tion of previous correspondence having refer

ence to a cable between Hongkong and Singapore, an� pointing out that 

i n  the event of the Cable being laid it would now, i n  all probability, be 

made to connect with British North Borneo. 

I am directed by my Committee to express their extreme obligation to 

His Excellency the Governor fot· his comtesy in forwarding to t.hem a 

copy of Mt·. Junn's letter, and to state that the question to which it refers 

will receive their earliest considen\tion.-I have, &e., 

F. I I.E:NDERSON, Secretary. 

I lou. F. STE\Lo\RT, LL.D., Colonial Secrrta,·y. 

lloxnKo:ow l> �; .s 1::11.u. Cu . .uwEit oF Co)DrEHCE, 
l l  <)X<> IW :q:, lltlt Jfrq;, 1 R89. 

SIR,-On the 1 7th April I hau the hono ur to acknowledge receipt of 

your communication of 12th idem handing copy of n. letter from Mr. 

\V ALTER Juon, Mana.g·er in China of the Eastern Extension Australasia and 

China Telegraph · Company, being in <:ontinua.tion of preYious correspond

ence from that gentlemftn and having reference to a proposed specia,\ cable 
between this Colony and Sing<tpore. 

Since the d<tte of my letter, as above, the subject of telegraphic com

munication with Singapore has ngain received cn.reful consideration at the 

hanus of the Committee of this Cbam her, and I am directed to st-ate for the 

information of His Excelleucy the Governor that though circumstances have 

somewhat
-
altered since the 31st July, 1 888, when they had last the pleasure 

of addressing you on the St\me suhjed, they do not consider the changes 

u.re in themselves of sufficient im portance to uecessitate any modification 

of the v iews then expressed. 

The suggested connection of the ]•roposed calJle with the promising 

territory which British North Borneo has now become is no doubt a factor 

of "'�ry consiclcrable comm�rcinJ imporlancr., hu t the Committee are not of 

opinion that it in any way lessens the obligation attaching to the Imperial 
Government to do all in its power to increase the effectiveness of two such 

im }'ortant coaling stations as Singapore anu Hon gkong. 

L 4 9 J 
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These views are strengthe ned by the fact that the Home authorities 

readily a.dmit the nece�sity for complete effectiveness at Eastern coalin<> , 
stations ann the Committee of this Cba.mbet· therefore still dept:ecate the 

appropriation of any portion of the Colony's revenue to suLsidising :� 

special cable,-I have, &c., 

F. I IE�DEHSO);, Sccretm·y. 

Hon. F. STEWART, LL.D., Colonial Secrctwy. 

fl...,.. 
S.S. SA RA, QUEsTION OF MARITHIE LIEN AS 

REGA:lWS )fA!-:lTER AND �\I OHTG-AGEE. 

CuA�BI::rt OF Co:.numc£, 

�INGAPORE, 2Gtlt July, 1889. 

DEAlt S m,-My Comm it tee dc:sirc to draw the special attention of your 
Chamber to the recen t. tlccisiou of the House of Lords, in the case of rho 
S.S. Sara as reporloLl in the London Times of 28th �Tny last, a tlccisiou 

which in 1t great measure al ter� the po.<ition of �hip agents to the owners of 

:steam Ycssels, i n  �o far n� it dcpri ,·e� the Llraft of the }fu::;tcr on tlie owner, 

for neeeH!'<ary di;;bnr�crncnd of the prefereutilll lieu on the Yetiscl, which i t  

ha� been h i  the!'to supposed to po:;:;cs8. 

I beg to forward n eopy of n let ter which this Cl1ambcr has addressed 

to the Lom.lou Cbnmoer of Commerce on the Buhject. }'fy Committee 
wonltl be gln<l to len!'n if yolll' Chamoer is disposed to take action ou similar 

lines in thi� moHt important mnt.tcr.-Yonrs &e., 
ALEX. GENTLE, Sec,·etmy. 

T!tr Secretary, 

lloNGKON<I GE�F.HAL CuA :.IUim OF Co:UMERCE, HnsGJ\OXG. 

(Copy.) 
CHAMBER OI' Co:1.DIERCF., 

Sl�GAPORE, 237·d July, 1889. 

DEAR Sm,-Thc attention of this Chamber has been drawn to the 

recen t decision of t he House of Lords i n  the case of the steam-Rhip Sm·a, a;; 

reported i n the London Times of :!8th May last, re\·ersing the jntlgmcnt er 
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the AdmiraltY Court ami Court of Appeal anti upsetting the principle which 

has hith erto �overncd commercial usage, supported b)· not n fevr dcci�;ious 

1,f the Admiralty Court, that the "l\ia;;ter of :� Yessol hns a. maritime lien on 

the ship for nece�sary dii:ibmsemEmts, in priority to a morlga.gee. 

The judgmen t has attmeted so mltch attention in mercantile circles and 

it� practical effects are so obvious that it mu;;t be qui te unnecessMy to 
1!iscuss them here ; but I am d irected to invite your consideration to the 
imp!>rtant bearing which this now i nterpretation of commercial law has on a 

. Colony like tlmt of Singapore-one of the chief coating stations in the world 
-a port of call for ve�sels of every class--where n othiug is more common 

than for steamers to be con le<l aut! victmded on the. credit solely of tlte 

l\fa,;ters' draft. The effect of the recent aeeision will be that steamers will 

hecomo liable, i n  many iasta�ICe . . ;  whet\l the owner:; arc of no great repntc, to 

he <letainctl in port p:)lltiing p:t.):m )IlL of thc.dishnr.>em:mts incurred, inv<>lving 

hat·as�ing delay, the ntising of delicat::J qnc:>tio:t-; as to the· credit of owners 
anti othenvise exp >sin� those who �n;>ply the necessaries, without which the 
,·c�sel could· n.,t. procc3tl , to ri.;ks whieh they canuot in fairness he e x pected 

to II!Hierl!�kc. 
M.\· Committee des i re to place thl:'m;;l•h•cJ in  communication witl1 yont· 

Chamber ,,u thi;> i.mp:ll·tant subject mul to join � 1 any efforts that. mny be 
mmle at home to bring commere i al usage in thi;; re�pcct under the protcetiou 

of the law, or fai ling thi,;, t:J promote l;llch a ehange in the law as nmy he 

required to make the �h ip a real securi ty for necc�sary disbur�ements. 
I :�m to add that thi.; Chamber hns addressed the Ch:tmber>< of Com

merl�� of Tiongkong and Pen:wg, with a vie"' to ]'oii!t action in this ni ost 
i mportant matter.-I am, &e., 

ALEX. GENTLE, ScC7·etm :IJ. 
To the Sec1·cta?·y, 

LONDO:» CIU.l'>IBEI� OF CmiMI::UCE, J.oxooN. 

HoxGKO�G G;mEIL\L CHAlillEH OF ('o)D!EUC£, 
Ho:-;GKO:»<�, lOt!t August, 1889. 

S u t,-1 have the pi<Jaon!·c to own re ecip : of your est:::cmcJ fa Yours (t wo) 
of 26th ultimo, and beg to thank y Jn for copy of your letter to the London 

Chamber regarding the decision of the Honse of Lords iu appeal 1·e the 

steamer Sm·a. 
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The question invoh·eu in their Lordships' decision is ou3 of very consi<l
emble interest., and I shall have mnch pleasure in bringing it to the uotico 
of the Committc:.J, ami also of ngaiu addres:;ing you l:�ter 011.-I romain , &c., 

F. HENDERSOX, Secretary. 
A ucx. GENTLE, Esq ., Sccretw·y, 

CnA)IUER Ol' Co;u)n;nc��. StNGAPOHE. 

HoNGKONG GENERAL CnAliiiEH OF Cmnn:Rc£, 

IION<;KONG, 8tlt October, 1889. 

D..:Art Su:,--1 ha1·o the pleasure to baud you, herein,  copy of a letter to 
!he Se!'rctary of the Lomlou Chamber of th is date, having reference to the 
nl.H>Ye case, which, yon will uoticc, on ly confirms the well founded opin ions 
to which you gave expression in your letter of 26th July, also nd•lre:ssed to 
the London Ch�mber. In these Y icws the Committee of thi;; Cb:imbet· 
t�nt irely concur. 

The Committee has reaaon to bclie\·e that steps have alt·catly been taken 
in Lomlon which may perhaps render any fnrthcr action in t.hc part of 
Foreign Chambers nuneces:;nry. 

i'llwuld further action, howc1·er, become neces�ary later 011 this ('hnmber 
wi l l  gladly join with you in any endeavours to bring about a chnnge.
f :nn, &e., 

F. HENDEHSON, 8ec1·etm·y. 
ALEx. GENTLE, Esq., Sccretm·y, 

CHAMBER oF Co:mx�Rc�:, SINGAPORE. 

HoNGKONG GENERAr. CHA.)tcER O¥ COlDrERCE, 

Ho�GKONG, 8t!t October, 1889. 

DEAR S m,-This Chamber has been favoured with copy of a letter of 
23n.l July addrcs�ed to yon by the Singapore Chamber and hnving reference 
to the dicision of the House of Lords in the abo1·e case, ruling that the 
Master had no Maritime lien on the Sh ip for . necessary disbursements, in 

priority to a Mortgagee. 

This Chamber fully concurs in the opinions expressed by the Singapore 

Chamber as to the difficulties certain to arise out of the above dicision, and 

the hindrance to shipping business generaliy involved therein. 
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The :thove ucci�iou, upsetting as it does, what has long been a snppose1l 

wel l-cstn.blishc1l fact in law, has natural ly attracted considerable attention, 

and it is nndcrstootl thn.t a movement hns alrc:ttly been started iu EuglanJ 

w ith the view of bringing about a change which may perhaps rcnucr any 

further :wtion iu rhc part of Foreign Chambers unnecessary.-! am, &c., 

F. IIE�DEH�W�, Sec1·etm·y. 

I{ l�NRIC B. l\lunRAY, E�q., Sec1·eta1·y, 

CHAM BEH OF co�nmRCE , LONDQ:)I. 

CHAllHER o•· CO)DIERCE, 

SJ:)IGAPOHE, 1 8th October, 1880. 

D <..! I l e•r t:J acknowlcd"c receipt of yonr letter of 8th instant , F.AR nUt,- J n ' o ·. 

_ , · C 'tree [1�ye .. cad with interest the enclosed copy of yonr letter anu tny .ommt · � • 
, . .  

to the London Chamber of Commerce I'C the Sara decmon. 
lufol'lnatiou has rear.hed this Chnmher, :�nd will no donht reach you iu 

. J .· . 1 Act entitled-" An Act to tunend the ,l/crcl/(/111 Juc eonrse, , hat an mpe1 1.1 ' 
,. ,. , · · .dr.f 18-5:1: awl the Acts ammtding tlte same,'' w:\s passed on 2oth •-:<tltJlpwg .. . .  , , 

. . . 
l . 1 r -� ·t :\iaritime l ieu upon the :\faster for lhsbnr:;c-Augu�t last, w ue 1 con c1 • · 

.. . . . . 
I · 1 1 · 1 on acC< " I IJt of the ship and Jor lmblhtlc.-; pro-menl� proper y mn<lc 'Y 1111 ' " 

perly incurred by him on account of t he ship. 
. , . . . . 1 . · 1 "C nre therefore once more 111  .1ccoHI ou tlns Tbe law am eo1nme1 c m  usa.,. ' ' 

poiut.-Yonrs, &!' ., 

AL�X. GENTLE, Secretar!J· 

lloxGKO�<• G�-:x i::RAL CHA)IUEH oF ColDIEHcB, 
Ho�GKO:SG, 30th Octobe1·, 1880. 

S I h the Pleasure to own receipt of vour esteemed favour DEAR I R,- ave " 
. . _, 1 " t thank von for the informr.tion conYcyed therei n of 18th mstaut, :mu 1e., o •· J 

• 
l l c· L·  · ,,  Act h• ts lleen passed i n  .August, confernng upo n thnt nu amem e< o IJ>Plllo ' 

. . . 
.,. f . . 1 " 1\ Iat·itime lien for 1lisburscmeuts m pnonty to t h<: rho .uaster o a ve:;�e " 1' 

Mortgagees.  
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lt is satisfactory to know that what was long supposed to be n well
est.nhlishcd fact is now· by Imperial enaetment a ·law of the. land, anc.l that 

a threatene<l hindrance to shipping bu.;ines;; has been :t\'Crted.-1 remain, &c., 

F. HENDEHSON, Sec1·etw·y. 
A L E X .  GE:STT.l>:, Esq., Scc1·ctary, 

CnA)lBEit m? ColntERcr;, SrNGA PORE. 

From " Cltina Mail." 

20tlt September, 1 880. 
The . decision of the House of Lords iu the ca�e of the steamer Sm·a is 

o t pecul iar i ntcrcHt, up�etting as it does what \Tas long �llpJ:Oscd to be a well
t'�lahlisheu fact, that the Mastc:'r had a marit-ime l ien 011 t.he vessel for disburse
ments, in priority to the Mortgagee$. Briefly stated the cnse is this : Captain 
lJAK im of the S.S. Sara, wll ile ou a Yoyage from the Rh·er Plate to 
Autwerp, called at tit. Vincent for tile purpose of coaling, alHl nudcr instruc
t ions from his muunging owners, allll, i n  the usual conrse of business, drew 
upon them for cost. of coal nnu ord inary port charges, which bill on pre�en
tn t ion was d is honoured, and payment refused . The steamer was mortgaged to HAMJLT01\ and another (Appellants), from whom Capta in BAKER (Rcs
vondeut. ) sought to recover the amount of his bill (with interest) for di sburseme nts. The case was tried before Mr. JusTICE llUTT, who held that tbe 
Master ( Hespoudent) bad a marit.ime lien on the vessel, for the disburscmen ts, 
in priorit-y to the �lortgn.gees (Appellants), and gave j udgment iu his favour. 
Mr . •  J usTIC E BuTT's judgment was afterwards upheld by the Court of 
Appeal, consisting of tue .\laster of the Rolls (Lord Esn RE) ami Lord Justices 
Lr�mLEY and LOPES. In the House of I,onls, before the Lord Chancellor, 
Lord W aTSON, IIIHI Lord MACNAGIITON, the judgment of the Court of Appeal 
wa� reversed, w ith cost!>. 

::lEE.. 
Ot•'J<'Jm; OF THE HoNGKONG, CANTON & MAcAo STEA)I-HOAT Co., L))., 

H ONGKONG, 5t!t October, 1889. 
DEAR SIR,-We beg to enclose for the perusal of your Chamber, six co--pies of a pamphlet we have had printed detailing fully the hardship and 
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difficulties with which our tra,cle is smrounded in the ruuning of riv�t· 

ste<tmers between this Port and Canton owing to the oppressive legislat.ion 
of this Colony. 

\Ve need not en large here upon the case which is so fully set forth in 

the printed matter h erewith, but we do hope that we may r<.>�eive the aid of 
your Chamber's support to help us in redressing the trammels to which om· 

tratlo is subjected.-'\Ve remain, &c., 

Tuo�. ARNOLD, Secretm·y, 

Jlonylwn_q, Canlrnl � ilfrtcao Steam-boat Co., f.d. 

BUTTERFIELD & S WIRE, Agents, 

Cltina Narigation Company, L imited. 

FuLLA HTO� .. HEXIJEI!So�, E�<q., 

Secretary, IJo:>G KONC GENERAL C.u.urn�:H OF ('(norERCE. 

Con·espomlcuce rf the Hon.1kong, Crmlon and Jllacao Stram- /Jont CollljJany, 

Limited, and t!IC C/dn(l lYII'I'igati(JII Compauy, J.imited, with t/,e llouy

lwng Um·cntment, upon tlte sv/Jjcct of .�·muyglin,q by t!tr H:t·rJ· 
,'- temuc1·s to Crulfou. 

Ho:w KO!W, 22nd .'-.'rpt('mbrr, 188/\. 

1-i i n,-\V c ueg to direct th(• nttentiou of Hi:; Exee!leury t h e  Gon:rnor 

to the working of the Opium Onlinanccs of the Colony so fur us t h ey :d'fed 
our uur<iucss of ;;hi p-owner:; nm ning a regular ::crdcc of Stt·am-bout�< h(;t '''ft n 

thi" port and Cnutou. 
For some time pn:;t we ha Ye founcl n great i ncrease of :;mnggling l·y onr 

steamers into Canton of prepared Op ium. 

This prepared Opium, we l.HtvC not the slighte!;t hcf'itatiou in sta t inl£. i s  
the property of the Opium Fanner, ami that he suborns o m  �atiYe employ{cs 

on the vessels, to a,;�i�t him in running the drug into China without payment 

of dnty. 

It is im11ossihlc in these Yessels, for the pe1·sunnl'l mo"t of them iu t he 
pay of the Opium Fut mer, to i ustitn.te a search that shnll lead to the di�co

Yery of th e �rnnggle(l drug . When we men tion that the ve�seb are frcqnent!_v 

f 
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i n  the hand� o f  a sc ien ti fic �;earch party from the Chinese Customs for several 

hour", aml thnt they f:til to detect the presence of the Opium, wliiclt tltry 
!moll' to bP on boanl, you will rea.cl ily under:>tnnd the difficulties that beset m. 

The frequent coutmYcntions of the Cbine�e Cm;toms regitlatious !Jnl'e 

e;wsctl the Cns l oms to become very severe npou u�, and they 11ow threaten to 

line us he,tv i ly for each hreuch tltnt occnrs, while, if  the ;:rnuggling continue, 

w:J should not uc smpriscd if an attempt were made t o  withdraw the pri vi

lege we enjoy in nmn ing lhese H.il·er �:i:eamcr�, which would most seriotu;ly 

eripple onr trade. 

The i·emedy i� not t•:t!>y to find. If it could ue i nsi :;tetl upon that the 

Opium Farmer ear-mnrkctl each package of prepared Opium that left. his 

control anti kept a register tbereof so that the recipient could h� trncetl, and 
that t he Farmer's re:sponsibility in respect of this Opium did not cease till i t. 

paid duty ut the Chinese Custom�, the relief we desi re might ue obtained . 1 t 

is quite possible fot· the »Jlpposed intermedi!try to destroy the identity of the 

pncbge after it left the Fanner's premiRcs which wouhl render the precaut.ion 

of ear-marking the package nugatory. 

It seem:; to u :;, therefore, the only met hod of really meeting t h e difficulty 

wonld be to make t h e  Fanner resptmsible for ull the consequences of smuggled 

Opinm that i� seized b.v the Cl1i nese Customs. Such a conrse may appear 

drast ie, but we feel cert�tiu he hns the pOITer r.ncl eould tnke �nch precautions 

n �  would make tbe liability merely nominal. 

We pass over the loss of freight that we sustain t.hrongll this iiliei t 

tmffie, for we do not ohtni n n ccut on the cnr:·iagc of the drug. 

A nother point to which we desire to d irect nttent.ion is the system 

adopted by the Opium Farmer on nrrival of each HiYcr Steamer from Cant.on . 

A posse of his native setTnnts invade our private wharves ant! stenmers, nod 
insist upon searching the baggage, etc. of the passengers as they land. This 

netion is so contrary to the trnditions of a. " free port " that ·we are 1oth to 

believe it  meets the sanction of the Government. 

On reference to the Ortlinnnce 1 of 188·1, Section 27, i t is lawfulfm· au 

In.<pector of Police, /l(tt·ing 1·easonoblc g1·ouud for bclieYiug tbnt there is 
boiled or prepared Opium in any ship within the waters of the Colony to 
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1:\ke the action which Jai l_v occurs on uou nl uur steamers, but the Officct· to 

l1e employed is an Inspector of Police, nnt the Farmer'� native runners, nntl 

l10 mu,;t have a '' t·easonn.ule belief." 

This '' belief" can hal\lly l>e " reas·Jnaule " when it is applied to, say, 

1000 to 1500 pa�s e ngers pet· diem . 
OrJinnnce 22 of 1 887, Section 20, perm its of similar search ou boanl 

Yessel:;, uut the Officer IUtBt uc n ot llllll�r the rank of a Scrgc�nt for the 

search for 1'ftW Opium . 

�o that nnless we have mi:>interpreto!l 'the powers of the Opium Farmer, 

hi:i action hitherto ha� ueen ultra l'il'(•s. On the other haml, should be be 

wit hin his rights we wou ld s11ggest lhat 1t remc,ly be fonud to limit the in

convenience to which passengers by the Can too S teamers arc suhjeetcd.-W o 

haYe, &(·. 
'l'uo:;. A H XOLD, Secretar,IJ, 

floll:?liong, Canton and llfaeao FtefiJn

hoat Compauy, Limited. 

BUTTEHFIELD & SWIHE. 

,·/gents, China 1Yarigation Compan/J, T. d. 

The Hou . F. STEWA!!T, M. A., LL.l>., 
('olonial Scactm·y. 

IloxnKONG, 28rd Octo!Jer, 1888. 

S 1R,-A� bearing upon the joiu t letter adtlresset! to yon by the Hong
koug and :i\Iaeao Steam-boat Compa.ny ami ou rseh·es on the 22nd t:eptember 
l a�t, on the t li ffieulrie� .we eneonn ter from the  smuggliug of Opium by our 

ri,·et· steamer trat!iug to Canton, w i t.h which we believe t.ho Opium Farmer 
i:< intimately conuectcJ, w� beg to brin� to .'·our notice the following incident. 

On the 19th instant, n.t ahout i . l. 5  1'.�! ., the 'Chief Officer of the J/anl/011' 

Jetectcd one of the 1'tew�tnls of the vc�sJ! "-i tit t ;yo tias of Opinm in �me of the 

first-clas� state-rooms, which he was ahont to secret. The Ch ief Officer took 
po,.:�e� �ion of the Opium pending the nrri nd o� thc Captai n, who was al>sent , 
for in,:tmctio!IS . � n h se 1 mm tly , a!>:m t fUlO l'. �t . . ;.he watchmaa of the :-:temne1· 
(liseoYerc:l another tin which wu" also handed the Chief Officer. At 1 1  P.�r., 

n man 11nmed Au.I Dux who rcpresentell hims<:!lf to be an Excise Officer and 
prodnce(l a Gcneml 'FVm·1·ant, No. 28, not a Sper.ijic JVarrant, for the 

" 
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,.:eizure of rhis Qpinm ; called 011 boar.! and demandell tb:tt the tltl'ee tins 

:<hould he delivered to him ou behalf of the Opium Farmer. The three tins 
of Opium were handed to him. 

It  cannot he traccJ accurn.tely whether the implicated stewanl, 011 the 

Opium l.Jeiug taken from him, proceeded at once to give notice to the Opium 
Fanner of what had occurred, but i t  is knowu he left the vessel quickly. 
There catt be no shadow of a doubt that he at once informed his employer 

of the occmTenec hence the visit of t.he Excise Officer who demanded, not to 
:.:carch the ve:-sel if  he had that power, hut that tlte tln·ee tins tahen posset

sinn of b.1J the Cliief O.[jice1· sltoukl he restored to him, shewi 11g he was n <: 

l'nrately i nformed of what hod actually hlken place. 

The co11nimnce, if not the actual implieatiou, of the Opinm Farmer j,.; 
plai nl_,. in(licated iu thi� cnse, and w� will be glod if the Governmen t  wi l l  
direct sncb �teps he takeu as shall preveut our being subjeetell to the recur
rence of these initia tory net,; of smuggling, which as you are fully a ware, nre 
fraught with mo:;t serious consequcHces to the steamer at Caaton.-\Ve hnn·, 

&c. 

B U TTERFIELD & S\VIRE, 

Agents, C!tina J.Vavigation Company, Limited. 

The Hon. F. Sn:wART, :!\LA., LL.D., 

Colonial Sec1·etwy. 

.No. 1,!526. CoLO�IAL SECRETARY's Ol!FICE, 

HoxGKO:-tG, .Z4t!t October, J.888. 

Sm,-In reply tu the joint letter from yourself and t he Agont.s of tbe 
China Na\"igation Company, Limitell, dated 22nd u ltimo ou the question l'f 
pr�p:1red Opium smuggled into Canton by the river �teamcrs, 1 ba'"e tl!e 
honour, by d irection of i.be Governor, to state that the suggestion that the 
Opium Farmer should be held responsible, if possible, for all prepared Opium 
found on the Canton titeamers, nutil i t  paitl duty to th e Canton Customs, is 
i mpracticable, and wou ld be also recoguisiug n. principle which cunn•}t I e 
llt!Cctled to. The dealers i n  ' piece-gootl8 might equally be held responsil olc  
for their payment of duty nil  along the Ch iuese Coast ; aw l, as Opium :s  
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l>mnggled from Macno and other place,; jn6t a,; much as fron1 Hongkoug, His 

Excellency is of opinion that such �� cour:;e as Ll.w.t suggested liy you would 

he mauife:tly unjust to the Opinm .Farmer.-! have, &c., 

FHEDERICK STEWART, 

Colonial 8ec1·etary. 

T .  Ar�NOLU, Es<h Secrctm·y, 

Ho�GKoNn, CANTOX ANI> M.H":AO STE.HlHOAT Co)J PANY, Lnnn:n. 

.:..Vo. 1 ,563. CoLO N IA L  S£CI1ETAHY's OFF ICE, 

1-IoNOIWNG, 81·d N01:ember, 1888. 

G- ,. E l E'' -Atl re•·t'111,-,. tt• \·our letter of the 231\1 ultimo, re�pccting-
E:>: r L • l ., , • . ,., • 

the recent seizure of Opium 011 boanl tlto. S. S. Jlan.!ww, I am directed by 

the Governor .to inform yon that Hi:; Excelleuc.\· i8 :uhi>�ed tha.t the law 

· 
tl t tl e E' xcise Offieer into whose po:s,;e.-:>ion the Opium w;ts giYeu 

req m res 1a . 1 • • · 

should hold it subject to aJjutlication hy n 1Iagi 8tmte. 

Ilis Excelleucy is further atlvi�ed that i t  woul<l be '"ell if the China 

Hteam Navigation Company were represente I when tho ca>�e is ln·ought up 

for adjudication ut the Magi,;traey, to see that the fa.cts �fated i n  your lct te1· 
ure brough t before the �Iagi�tmte.-I h1\\·e, &c., 

1\'Iessrs. BuTTEL{FI KLD & �\\'111£, 

FHEDEIUCK STEW A HT, 
Colonial Scc1·etory. 

Agents, C /1ina Steam ;\'m:igrttiou Compa11y, l. imited. 

OFFICE oF TJn: lloNGKo\·G, CAxTox & JfACAo 

�TEA�t-r.OAT Co1!l,A:-<Y, LnBTED. 

llCllWKOXn, 24th Septnnbrr, 1889. 

Sm,-Referring to onr joint lette1· to you of th e 22ml Septemhcr last 

year nn•l t o :t Ictt<r n;l.Jrc�:ts•Jtl to yon by ;\Ic�sr�. 11uTTEI1FIELll & � \\-mE ou 

the 23rd October !aF-t, uoth deal ing with the :<uhject of tho smHggling of 

Opium on the river Hte:uuer� plying hct.wccn Hongkong nml Cantou ; we 

have now the honour to forwanl for the consiJcmtion of Hi>� Excellency th� 

,, 
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Govcruor, reports, uut from recent uumhers of the Daily l'ress of two cases 
tried in the Police Court, oue uefore the IIououra.hle 1Ir. WODEHOUSE, C.M.G., 

an,l the other uefore 1h. Hom:-.:-so!l.', i llustrative of the same suhjeet a.nd ph a:<u 
of the snhject, to which we htst yenr took leave to <:al l Ilis Excelleucy':; 

.attention. 

In our j oint letter of 22ml �eptemher we meutionctl the then q u i t o  

rcceu t increase i u  tlw u nmbcr of the 1\ttempts to Rrrlllgglc prcpar�tl Opium to  

Canton by the river steamer:>. \\re stated, unhcsit:\tingly, thnt from the in

formation i n  our pos�ession, we were sati�ficd that t h e  licensed Opium Furmcr 
was the pl'i.ucipal offcn!ler. We pointed out the grave difficult ies we hatl ' i u 

defending ourJSelv-e,; against these attempts, nnd the risk of heayy loss ( e1·eu 
of confiscation of our �;teamers) that we rnu iu Cn.nton from the g•·owing 

irritatiou of the Chinese authorities nt this great i ncrease in smuggl ing. We 

suggested some possihle remedies aml asked for the eonsiderntiou nud p ro

tc::tion of the Government. 

Ju Me�.'lr::.<. BUTTERFJELD & SwmE's letter of the 23nl October they 

reported a case in w h ich prepared Opium f0tmd by the Officers of the lla11/ww, 

on umtr<l of that vessel, was claimed within an hour or two by the Opium 

Farmer, under the provision,; of S('ction 2 of the Opium Ordinance of li -!8·.1. 

To uei thcr of these lett.ers did we receil·e any sntisfactory reply : to the 
fir:<t meutioued the nuswer wa::.<, that ono of om propo�ed remedies wa;: illl

pmcticaule ; to the other that we hat! better attend at the Police Court a!ld 

get the matte•· i nvestigated. 
'\<Ve ha vc now the honour to cnll yom :tttention seriously to the s tate of 

affairs. Prepared Opium is heing cou:;tnntly smuggled hence to Cantou hy 

our M@mers : onr Officers tlo their best to check it : we employ R!l c x 

Ctu;toms Officer aml staff of six mcu as a private prc,·ent iYe servitc ; we 
instantly dismiss from our staff any man against whom there is  e\·en n sha<low 

of �uspicion ; anti all without effect, because the Opium Farmc1· antl I.is 

BxciHe Officers, who ought to be our Jlrotection, arc themselves the smuggle rs 
or in league with them. 

C onsitler first that it i� uusolutcly and uuueuiably the Farmer's intHOH 

that n;:; much ns possible should Le smuggled . He has no trade with C h i na. 

in prepared Opium m•lcss it is so introduced : the more that can he pa.'i!. eu 

into China the more he is calletl on to supply nutl the greater his prvfit1'. 
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. a a d in the traffic, it i,; nnreasona.ble to suppose th�t J.:YeU if not actl\·ely enoaoc 

fi 1 t that he actively assists lll . 't llnt we arc cou ' en he will act1vely oppose 1 • 

• 
F' ·t 00 one has ever beard of b I . If ami ht,; officers. tr8 , tbe smuggl ing y lllnse . 

0 
. . rr ont of Hon"'kong, so thnt. h . ffi " of prepared p111m gom� o nny seizure uy LS 0 cet" 

. 1 1, here . the smallest portion . I l ·ects or lll boats am e �ew . 
. 

it passes freely ut t Je s I 
. · • l emorsclcssly. Secondly :  If t. b . 11 !tt in howeYer, IS seiZ<:'l r attempted to ue ' o  !l 

. . 
this harbour ou i ts way to . . f d Oil UO!ITd :wy stcamel Ill , prepared Opmm IS oun 

, . • . the llerformance of their duty : . l b the vessel s officel" m . 
. 

L'hinn, i t  is SCIZCL y 

I . , fli<-ers claim it . the Opi um I f!  , 1 s of i t at once ; 11" 0 � ' the Opinm F armer lenr 
I . tl existi n a Government under-

. 
I l M• "i�trate and Ulll et Je . . o llcclnred forfcttel 'Y a 'lo . , 

. 
to him so that there is no 't . entirely gl'l'en up , \' a vith the Farmer, I IS 

. 
stant �n

h

,., '

. t

. 

the Farmer or those i nterested in the smngglmg. loss ett et 0 

f ... I ROJIINSON o;: 
. 

1 . with tried be ore 1' r. Th� first of the t wo eacieR sent �lete 

,·[ ' 
I . AX our preventive officer · 

i · conclnst ve. l\ r. ;Ol. · ' the 18th and 19th mstan t s . 

b t on hoard the }lonam for 
. 

that Opium w:\S t.o e pn here had in format toll . ' • 

. t• l 
. 

f . and "'n.\'e it to the C:�ptui n '  ' '  He searched for lt; OIIIH t . , ,  o Conve.''ance to van ton. 

1 0 ium Farmer 
. 

. . 
• . , \:Vithiu an hour of t he occurrence, t IC p who secured lt m a locker. 

n boartl bllt of the seizure 
. 

t of the oriainal con\'eynnec 0 ' himself lw:l llOIICe, uo o 
. Ch' f E ·ci�c Officer went on' board, not 

. d Officers an•l h1s te x · hy the Captam an ' • 

l . d the tleliverv t,p him of that 
. 

0 . "enemlly hnt t.o l emil.ll • to search for P111111 "' ' 

. . I eked 1111 \Ve retained :Mr. 
. 

llv knowin" where lt Wlh o . specific Opunn, netua · 0 

1 d the Ma"istmte . • . · ·t at the investigation of t. le case, an "' FRANC!!', Q..C., to .I�SI� 
. 

, t where that Opium came from . l' 1 to hear onr evulenec a, o 
'.  

prnct1cally dcc l llel 
. . . He held Captain LEFAVOUR " tl qnestton hefote hun. a" irrelevant to 10 • 

, 1 1 . 0 1 uO'Ird of his steamer and 
. 

f I 0• i 1!11 although fo nn u 'Y um I • 

• 

po3sessiOU o t •e ,l I ' 

I . I t inYol vc the steamer m the l d •r circumstances l tat nng I brought t Jcrc un � 

. 94 t' 
• w•Ls coufiscat.cll, and althongh . 

1 .r 1 The Opmm, � 111"• • · 
• 

greatest nsks, nn 11" .u · 

1 tl 0 C>pi nm Farmer a�serted m l t al·e ·tny on er, I . the Magistrate refu::tet o m � ' 

" Court that he " would get it, anyhow. open ' 

1 l t' bv �fr. Lorax, aud by three Ch inese, We forw;tnl you ( cc ara IOns • 

. 
h' 0 ium came, . 1 will ><how conclu::Ively "·hence t IS P mos t carefully tttkcn, 1\'htc I • 

• 
I 't • cmn·cvf'd from a liccnsetl l bt · ·onr muul t 1flt 1 wn, · • . J "houltl lcai'C no l ou l:t :; 

. 
.Ill -

0 . m Farmer's protectwn. dealer and was under t.he pm 

d' tl affect us hut it shows, l l . 1 does not tree Y ' ' The second case we l:t.lll ) 01 

0 · It 

· 

· · ·eO'ard to raw pmm. t. exactlv the same tnct:cs I n  I o' in active opem wn, • ' 

lJ 
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prore:; the Opium F:umer to he the biggest. smuggler of t.hose engaged i n the traffic, both of raw and prepared Opium, or that he is i n  kague with those who arc. 

Now, we complni'u t hat. the st rict supernsum ll'hich the Export aud Import Office should exercise over the Opium Farmer is not exercised. lie is not culled upou, as he ought to he, to render n stric t necouut at short and irregu lar intcrmls of the raw Opium he has purchascll, anti of the prepnr�d Opium he has sold. IJc erndes the Law, by allowing others, for a consideration to prepare Opium in his uoiling houses. He should be forbidden to boil 11t Kowloon, n plncc which from its situat ion is a mo�t suitahle smuggling depOt. J le hnhitnally vioiatcs the provisions of the Ordi uauce, or covers the violation through ot her,_., uy breaking up cLests of Opium on pal try excuses. If the Opium Ordinances were strictly euforced by the Government's Officers against him, as he i:; al lowed to enforce them against the pu blic, there wonhl be l ittle cause of complaint from tbe Chinese Go,·ernmeut, hut the most serious defect is the provision in the Ordinance or in the lliHlerstnndiug, that entitles him to nil the prepared Opinm seized and condemned. 
\'' e 1lemand, for oni· ncces�ary protection, a rbauge in tl1c I.A�w in tu is respect ;  that no Opium raw or prepare(], which iu the opiuiou of the .Mag-i<tmte was being moved with tlte pmpose of bciug smuggled into China, l;hall be adjudged or I'Cstorell to the Opium Farmer ot· l1i:> offieers on any prctcucc. I .. et it be either destroycJ, or gi,·eu, say, to ns if seizc1l on board our vcssc!F, to compen�nte for the great, ant! in a fr�ec port, nnneccssary expense we :tl'.) put to nod the risks we run. 

If this change in the Law he mn<k, it will not of com�e take away t·he in•l ucement. to the Opium I<'armer to :smuggle, or conni ve nt smuggling Lut it will eert.aiuly r<Jnde1· i t  less safe, and le><s profitable to l1im ttll(l others. \Ve again nsk that t!Je very serious consideration of the Govemn1c:lt le given to t!Jis complaint for the au11oynnce:> awl risk:; that are forced on u:;, I;,;· no action of our own, have become intolerable. Ou t�e one band the Colonial Government by it-s euactments causos ns to be ameuaule to pains nnd peualtios fur offences ngainst its Laws, iu the iuf1·nction of which we are tmwiiling purties, and fm"t.her tie our hnuds, by rcstoriug to thol:lc really guilty, i h e  impounded Opium. The result ueiug, an encou rngcmeut i s  given t o  t h !  �111uggle1·s to renew their attempts against your Law�. 
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On the other hand, the Chinese Anti.oritie;;; insist 11pon hohliug the !:hip 

nml owners re!<ponsi ble for ull breaches of their regulation!'. Thus, between 

the two Government:-;, at ench end of the steamers' route, we n.re compelled 

to suffer innocently from uo fanlt of onr own. 

W e  .;end lt copy of this letter nnd of the papers snbmitte1l herewith to 

the Commissioner of Customs at Knwloon, Mr. :\foRGAN, for the inform:ttiou 

nf the Chinc!'e Govcrnmeu t. 

vYe nre also aJ1lressing the Higbt Honourable the Secretary of State fot· 

t he Colouies direct on the snbjcct.�W·c hnvc, &c. 

Tn,)s. A HNOLD, 

Secretary nf the flonglwng, Cautrm and Marao 

Stram-bortt Company, Limited. 

BFTTEHFIELD & SWIIm, 

Ageuts of tht? China Navigation Company, {,imitecl. 

The Huu. TilE CoJ.oXIAI .  S EnU: T A in", IIoxrmn�w. 

An. 2,4-5f!. 

IJma;KoXG, 80tlt September, 1889. 

t>w,-I am directcll loy the Gnvemnr to inform yon that the joi ut letter 

signed hy .'·ont·sclf and Me:<sr>'. HuTn: Rl!'IJo:L n ANO Swmr., 1lnted the 24th 

iustaut, �· ith it;; enclo�urcs, regar•liug certain ncrious of the Opium Fn.rmcr, 

wati t o-tluy tluly !�ill before Hi� Ex eclle tH'Y . 

I mn to stttte that your representntions nppear to estnhlish n. ca�e fm 

redress, anll that the exeeetliugly difficu l t que;;tion a:; to the mo•lc i!l which 

this c:w be affonlctl, i,; rcccidng Ili,; ExcclleH<'y',; cm·efnl attention.- ! han1, 

&c. 

I•'. ll. i.\'IA Y, 
!lcli11ff Assistant Colouial Secretary. 

T. AmWLD, Esq., Secretary, 

HoNm.:o�G, CA�TON AND Jl..\CAO R TI:: A�r-noA T CO)ll'AKY, LnnTED, 

�·r.., �-c., 

,, 
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On••c�> OF Tln: Ho�cKoNo, CANTo:-r & MAc Ao �-rKur-noAT CoMrAN!, ·Ln. 

IIONI':K?XG, .'Jnrl October , 1889. 

Sm,- A., further illnstratiug the evils complaincu o f  in my letter of the 
�-tth ultimo, I beg to bring to the notice of His E xcellellcy the Go,·ernor an 
inCit!ent which OCCII ITC!l last CYCU ing. 

At 8.30 P.)t. the Compauy's chief l'rcn3n tin: Ott1ccr, Mr. J. H. Loo.u;, 

ohserYed n. licensctl �ampna (No. 2,844) alongside the Mcn.m�r Honam. A 
1111111 in the sampau, who w:t-; idcntifie:l as n firem•Ln recently tlischnrJe<l frnm 
the Compauy':s :-;en·icc for being conc�mod iu smuggling, was nhont to pus,; n 

paekagc on heart! the steamer to some member of the crew. "Yhen the 
occnpn.nts of the ,;nmp:m ooscrve • l our pre,·ontinJ nffic;.·r they at once pullet! 
n way from the steam or to the Prayn \V all, a few ynnl� tli:;tn.nt. 

In the meantime .iYh. LOGAN had ;;cut for EnropCflll Police Conf:table 
:Ko. �� who took the Opium ( 1 4  Tin�) found iu the �n.mpan ami the man wh() 
ha•l i t i n  charge to tl te Police Stn.tion. On the wn.y to the Station, the pm'ty 
was joiueJ by nu Excise Officer who atatcu that he had been sent by the 
Opium Farmer to look after the drug. 

At the Statim• the Acting Inspector wn.s unahle to take nuy charge a-s 

the Opium was covered by a permit from th� Fanner in favour of the ;}fin 

Yur.n lic�ensetl Opium shop. The tius were therefore restored t.o the would

he smnggler, who will doubtlcsa, encouraged by success, continue his  efforts 
to pnss them on bonrd one or other of om· st.eamcr:-; until he manages to elude 
the vigllance of tl1e Company's Offi�ers.- I have, &c., 

THOS. ARNOLD, 
Secretary, The Ilonglwng, Canton and ilfaca� 

Steam-boat Company, Limited. 

F. H .  i.\'IAY, Esq., Acting Assistant Colonial Secretm·y. 

HoNGKONG GENERAL Cn.urBER oF CoMMERCE, 

HoNGIWNG, 12t!t October, 1889. 

DEAn. SIRs,-! have to thank you for your esteemed favour of 5th 

instant, and Pamphlet, both having reference to the vexed question of 
Stnugglirtg on bo��ord the River Steamers. 
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I had yesterda. y the pleasure of placing these before the Committee, 
when the question was fully discussed and as a preliminary measure the 
Hon. PHINEAS RYRIE was·asked to bring the matter before the Legislative 
Council, <\nd in a form that would admit of open discussion, prominence 
to he given to the quest.ion ,  was there any understanding with the Opium 
Farmer that all confiscated drug was to be delivered up to him.-1 am, &c., 

F. HENDERSON, Secretm·y. 
T. ARNOLD, Esq., Sec1·etar.1J, 

Hongkong, Canton lS· .ftfacao· Steam-boat Co., Ld. 

Messrs. BUT'fERJ.'IELD & ::iWIRE, Age11ts, 

C!tina .Navigation Company, Limited. 

From tlur " Citina )fail." 

ll O:SGJW�w, 27t!t Novembc1·, 1889. 

'i\fr. H YRJE.-Your Excellency, l have to mo,·e pnrs11ant. to not ice-Thn t. 
the Exccuti\·e be rcqnesletl to lay ou the tahle the cxi,;ling agreemeut w i l i t  
t h e  Opium Farmer :t111l nll  pnpen; relating thereto . 1 think �fr. MAcE w �-::-: 
will sccoud the mo t i ou . 1. uelieYe it will be nppnrcut from the wonlin_g of 
the mot ion wltnt i t s oujcet.;; are. It COlllCd from the two Steamboat C'out
pnuie�, who \\·ish to he placet! in a proper po:>it.ion wit.lt rcgani to the Opi i i ltl 
Ortl iunnce. A! present tho_y are really tlaitc in the dark as to the powers t l to 
Opium Fanner ha�. Ho cluim,; ccrtaiti powers, ami these arc afterwards 
disputctl hy the Police :;\Iagistmtc, :wtl alt.oget.hcr the question seem, to Le i u  
a very dt.u!.tful position i n  the menntimc. Smug�li ng goes on to n Y cry 
large cxtcut, aml the Chinese Imperial Cust:.nns are compla.ining of i t ; tlH·y 
suf.l'cr in the fir�t. i m;tancc, but then they fnil back on rhe Steambont Com
panies nUll make them the scapegoats of the mistlcmcauours of those who 
smuggle opiufll from this port to C:wtou. The Stcmnhont Compauics Ita,·c 
done everything in their power ; they have a special detectiYc in their ::;ervico 
with a staff of Chinese detectives under him, and they do all in their power, 
Lnt :-till  the smugglers manage to pa�s opium ou llonrtl the steamers, nntl tl:o 
companies arc of opiuion that regulations might be made to check it, to a 
ecrtain extent at least. I dou't think there will ever b<' any regulations that 
will stop it Ctltirely. In one case we had the other duy, where twenty-four 
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tins of pt'<Jparetl opium wur<J s:Jiz3d ou bo�rcl one of the stc:lm(lrS, the m:1tter 

C<lll13 hcfore the Police Court, anu the Stc:tmboat Companies distinctly traced 

this opium to one of t.hc licensed opinm shop�. They traced it without a 

t!ouht whatever, nnd there must be something done to prevent the po!'si hle 

ri�ks incnrrcol b�r putting- opium on bou.r,l the steamers in what are cal led 

' hide.;.' 1 think mytielf i t  should be mmlc a crim inal offence in anyone who 

ean be fonnJ b have put. opinm on hoard any of the steamers i n  t�t i s way, 

an<l  thrtt woul(l perhap$ help to stop tha evil. At. any rate the m tt.ter has 

koeu eonsitlcre:l hy · the Steamboat Companies, by the Imperial Marit ime 

('nstoms ami the Chamh::.-r of Commerce, ami they have decidotl that as a 

preliminary ste-p we should :1sk yonr Excellency to lay on the table the 

papers I have uow requested by my motion. I daresay yonr Excellency knows 

from communicatimH; from other qunrters that there ha� beeu a gootl deal of 

;;muggling, anti 1 think the only thing that c•mt he done is to devise some 

means which will to n great extent put a stop to the praeti <:e. It is cons 

tantly getting the steamers into trouble and they haYe nothing to tlo with it. 

The Steamboat Compan ies do their u tmost to stop it. but the l:�w as i t  now 

s t ands renders futile nny exertions they may make. 

:Mr. M.-�.cEw Bs.-1 hog to second the motiou. 

His Excellency.-! n.m quite willing to lay on the table the exi sti ng 

ngrc�meut "·itb the Opium Farmer, because, iu fact, i t  has already been 

pnhlishe<l. If it has bc:Ju overlooked that it  wa� puLlh;hcd it. may be useful 

to t:�y i t  ou the table ngain so that i t  may be printed and that copies may. be 

handed to those who nrc interested i n  the matter. I don't exo.ctly u ntler

stnml, howe,·er, what kind of paper5 conncctctl with the opium contmct the 

Hon. member refers to, and I don't see how any such papers can throw any 

further light on the eontmct than the contract does in i t s  own terms. It was 

pnblishel for some weeks-that is, the form of the contract-before it wa' 

entered into, gi dug due notice to everybody concerned, an!l it was only 

entered into after it had met with due consideration. Of course it is some

what late in the day now to ta.ke i t  up, the contract having been concluded, 

and if we were about to alter its terms now of conrse that could only be done 

under very large compensation. At the same time the Hon. member asks 

for correspondence, and I don't see, as I said before, how that correspondence 

can throw further light on the contract than the contract itself gives. As to 
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giving np the confidential cmTospO!lUence which tool• place prev iously and 

which led the Uo1·cmor in Council to iuclutle in the contmct those terms 

which were tmusual and which were intro1l uccd for the 1·ery purpose whieh 

the Jlon. memllcr has in view, to prc,·ent orium smuggliug to China, of conr�c 

I could not do i;, occan,.:e mo5t of it is confiuential nnll is written to tbc 

G overnment by people who l'ertniuly woultl not desire their umnes to he nwde 

pnhl ie. 1 don't �cc that any n.tlvautnge wonld be gained hy it n.t any rate, 
becan�;e the rcstdt is there, P.ither good or J .a1l, an1l if it is bad it i s  open to 

attack. Therefore I don't see that the corre�pomlencn wou ld help in any wny. 
If the Hon. member woqld doscl'ibc to me furthm· either hy letter or in au 

interview what corre!!pollllence he means, of course if it is of a k iud that is 

not confidential and if it would n,;sist hi::; case I would be most happy to gi ,·c 

i t, hut I cnu't see whnt cone�pondence we hnvc that could possibly as�i�t 

him. The Hon. member knows perfectly wull that this sithject has given lliC 

u. large ttmonnt of anx iety . I mn quite aware there are grounds for cmu

plaiu t, and se!'ionH gronllll,; of complaint from the point of ,·icw of t.hc lion. 
memhct· atul of rhe Govor111nout nho. I thiuk he 11'11:'! matlc aware lntel_v 

t hat we haxc uow uudcr c•,u�illuation au Ordiunnce intended to meet the ,·cry 

ohject which the .IIou. mc:nurr 1lesire�, and 1 thin k  that if that !'honhl Le in 

nuy way found wnuting i t  will be time then, when the Ordiuancc c-ome:< up 
for t:ousidcrntiou, for the lion. member to propose the ucees�ary amendment". 

Beyond t hat. I rc.1.lly don't �cc at th is mc;meut that nuything mom eau he 
done. I J,elicYC rl 1e Onlinanec is tptite ready, and probably next week we 

shall have the fir�t rc:uling ; :uul if  the Hon. mcmher is net Rati;�tietl his 

remedy is rlo,;c at ham!. Beyoud t.hat I dou' t sec t hat I can do anything 

further to-dny t.han to reqne:>t that the coutrnc:t with the Opium Farmer he 
laitl on the tohle. 

�Ir. Hn:m,::__l shall oe cptite satisfied with that, after what your Ex
C!lllcuc:y hns said. 

The A<Jtipg Colonial £ecretary.-I havt) now to lay on the tnhlc the 

form of cot)tl'Mt with �he Opium F11rme1' as passe<l, l}nll in doing so I �:�boulu 

jn:;� like to expl;:tiu one poi11t allndetl to by the Hon. member. He said the 

opilun i 11 1 he rece11t ou:;e refel'ret\ to w&s traced to a licensed opi11111 ,;hop. 

:Now, ilB n IUMter of fact these opimp shops exist for th� purpose of sel ling 
opium to auybOt\.1' who a.pplitJS for it, q,ud opium is soltl hy them just as openly 
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and as freely as tobacco or spirits nrc sold in licensed shops in England . 

Thet·e is no th ing to preveut the Hou. member or myself or any body else 

hnying as mnch opium there as we like, to t.nke it to Macao or Canton or 
anywhere else that we may choose. Prepared opinm is freely soltl hy these 
shops, ttnd they exist for no other pmposc hut to sell it to any person who 
may happen t.o want it. Therefore the fact that it was tmce1l to a l icensed 
shop lloes not menu anything ; if it hat! been traced t.o an unlicen�ed opinm 

shop that. wonld be a different matter. 

L. 
EASTERN POSTAL RATES. 

Trm Lo�mox C n .umr-:rt OF Co3nrc:IU:I::, lNCORPOrtATED, 

BOTULPII Ilt>L'SE, EASTCHEAI', LONDO:\', E.C., 
6tlt September, 1889. 

D�:.u� Sm,-I arn in receipt of yonrs of ls t August nnd am pleased to 

share yom· gratification thnt un ited action of the various Chambers has proved 

�uccessful in abi'Ogating the privileges of foreign mnil steamers in Eastem 
Water�. I tl'll�t thn.t this cxpe1·ioncc of the value of imited action will euable 

ns to eo-opemtc oftener anti on other matters of mutual interest. 

I enclose a circular ::sho wing what we ha,·c doue in regard to Ea::storu 

Postal Hate�, bnt although my plans were cnrcfully laid to raise a debate in 

Parliament i n  regar(l to the same when the Postal Butlget should come under 

discussion, they were defeated owing to the snddcn and unexpected with
llrn.wnl of the Ti the::; Bill whicl1 bronght on the c!_iscussiou of the Postal Bud

get in the small hours of the morning when it was i mpossible to bring Mem
l>crs of Parliament together i n  any nnmbers. Next sessio_n however I hope 

to take measnres early ami at least to make the Pos t  Office feel that it,; nc
tiou is Ull(ler survei l lance and tlmt we shall continue to annoy the Adminis

tmtiou at e1·et·y step aurl every opportun ity until we get the rates reduced . 

I trust therefore you will be good enough to communicate with the other 

Eastem Chambers on this subject and to continne to agitate acti vely from 

your sicle both through the press and by official communications of all kinds. 
l nm, &c., 

KENRlC B. MURRAY, Secretary. 

F. H&NDERSO.:., Esq., Secretary, 

Ho.:.GKONG C n A �tBER OF co�BtERCt�. 
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Tm;: LONJ)ON CHA)IUER ot> CO)D!EHCE ( INCORPORATED, ) 

BoTOLJ'n Hous�-:, EAHTCHEAI', E.C., 
1 7tlt A ugust. 1889. 

Sm,-Roferriuo- t.o my circular letter of the 7th D.:!cember last., relating � . . 
to a proposed Deputn.tion to the Chancellor of the Exchc :pter, and forwarding 
copies of eorresp:mdence with Eastem Chambers of Commerce (reprint eu
closecl J, and also with the l'oRtrnaster-General, on the subject of tlw high 
rate.> of postage levied on Britisb compared with Foreign letters, I now beg 
to advise you that, i n  lien of the Deputation, tlte qncstion of tltcse rates will 

be mised in tile House of Commons, on consideration of the Postal Esti

mates-. 

In view of the uucertainty of t.be date wheu the Postal Estimates wil l  
come u p  for discussion, I venture to remind you of the leading features of 
this question, iu the hope that you will be able to be pre:;ent and urge the 
reduction of the ra.tes. 

A t  the present moment British letters sent to the Rnst are chargctl po�t
age at the rate of 5d. per hnlf-cuuce whether sent by British or Foreign l\:lail 
vessels. The ehnrge OH letterH dcspntched from Continental competitors to 
the same J estinatjons is, in tbc majority of instaucci', ouly 2�d. per luolf-ouuce 
whether conveyed by British or Foreign il·iail Ve:;sels . 

.As an iust�1.ucc of the anomalous po!:'itiou of the British Po;:;tal Service 
i n  the East, it ha s l1CCH 1ulmitted as a fact thnt n t. Shanghai i t  is po�sible to 
send letters through the l'reuch and German Po�t Offices to the United 
IGngtlom hy the :mbsidised P. & 0. Mail steal)lcrs at a lower rate thnn whcu 

sent t.hrough the British Post Office in that city. 
It is m;ged on the pn.rt of the Post Offiee thn t the preseut cost of eaningo 

for mnil mnt ter-e vcn with the 5d. per half-ounce mte-is heavier than the 
receipts. Yet, conctHTentl_v with this Ios�, the Department, unJer the Postal 
Uniou, COUYeys lettcrH of Competili \·.e Contineut:tl trnllcrs Oil rny ment of 

14u. per half-ounce out of the 2�tl. rnte. From this it appears that British 
correspondents nre cn!Jed. upon not on ly to subsidise vessels for the carriage 
of their own letter�, bnt n!so to hear the burden of expenditure entniJed by 
the low rate for their competitors' letters. 

It. is also contended that a reduction of the po::;tal ;;m·phtf'1 by de'l"oting 
a pMt of it t o  lowering the rate!", would entail new taxation. But, in con-

V 
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neetion with the new mail coutmct for the Eastern service, a saving of 
£95,000 was effected without any reduction ensuing in the postal rate� for 
India antl the East, it beiu� understood th!tt this savin<f was dc votetl to 0 

lowering the Australasian rates. Further, i t  woul<l be nafair to eaU upon 
the �upporter,; of re<lnced rates to suggeot what should be done to repair auy 
breach in the surplus, since the present po sition has ueen reached t.hroucrh 0 
the Trcn.sury relying upon the Post. Office a� a rc venne-protluciug Depart-
ment, to the detriment of the customers of the Post O ffice, 1tntl it is for tlw 
Treasury to decide whrtt should be the new departure. 

On these fncts, mlll others which will donbtless have reached you, I ·am 
desired hy my Counci l tn express the eamest hope that it may be possible 
for you to attcml in the I Ionsa when t.he Postal Estimates are reached, a1hl 
to speak in support of a reduction in the mtos to the E1tst-a reform which 
hns been unanimously urged by the Association of Cbaml!ers of Commerce 
of the Unite•l Kingdom, by the East India and China Trade Section of this 
Chamber, and almost the ent.ire commercial community o� Imlia, the Chinese 
aml other for Eastern ports.-I nm, &c., 

KENRIC B. M U HRAY, Sect·etary. 

Ho:wrwxo GENERAr. Cn.oiBER OF Co;mrERCE, 

HoxGKOXG , 14tlt Octobe1·, 1889. 

DEAR SIR,- -! have much pleasure in forwarding to you at the request 
of Jir. Mu RRAY, Secretary of the London Chamber, the enclosed copy of his 
letter of 6th September having reference to the Eastern Postal Rate8, and to 
the inten t.ion of his Chamber to again bring the subject forward on the re
opening of Pnrliameut. 

The question has already been brough t  to the notice of this Chamber 
by Mr. MuRRAY, and I venture to ask your attention to the correspondence 
relating thereto published in the Report for 1888.-I am, &c., 

F. liE�DERSON, Secretary. 

.A. G. WooD, Esq., 

Clwirman, GENERAL CIIA)l8F.R OF co�mERCE, SHANGHAI. 

, 
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HoNG l<ONG GENERAL CuA)lBKR OF Colnn:Rc�:, 

HoNGKONG, JOtlL October, 1 889. 
DEAR Sm,-1 have the .Pleasure to nckuowlcdge receipt of your esteemed 

favvur of 6th September, and beg to thank you for the various interesting 

items contained therein. 
I am ouliged for the information given n:> regards yonr intended action 

in t he matter of Eastern Postal Rateo, and have had much plensme i n  com
municating same to the other Chambers.-! remain, &c., 

F. HEN DERSON, Secretwy. 

KENRIC B. MuRRAY, Esq., 
Secrclm"!J, CHA)IBEJt OI•' CO)Jl!ERCE, LONDON. 

IloNGIWNG GENERAL CHAMBER o�o· CoMMERCE, 

HoNGRONO, 30tlt December, 1889. 
DEAR Sm,-1 had last this pleasure on lOth instaut and now beg to 

hand you the enclosed copy of a letter from Mr. HENNIKER HEATON to this 

Chnmber 011 the subject of reduced Postal Charges to China and the Ea�t. 

The subject h; one which has alrendy occupied much of your attention, and 
if the letter has uot nppcarcd in the Public Priuts prior to receipt of tl.lis you 
will no doubt read it with con!lidomble interest. 

It is now reported that the Ccnveution between the Chiuese Govern
ment and the Telegraph Companies has, contrary to general expectatiou, 
been really wtilied. The terms have not been made public but it is under

stood that a leugtby monopoly will be established, and high rates mnin

tained.-1 remaiu, &c., 

F. IIENDEHSON, Secretary. 

KENlUC B. :Nit:mtAY, Et:q., 

SeN·ctco·y, Lo� I>ON CIIAMBEH OF CoMMERCE. 

To the Cltai1'111an and Membe1·s of t!te 

HONGKONG CHAMBER 01•' COMMERCE 
GENTLEMEN,-Throngh the conrtcsy of your Chairman and Secretary I 

have been furnished with copies of yonr correspoudence on the que�tion of 

the reduction of Postal rates between Euglaml allll the Continent on the 
one hand, allll India, China and the East generally on the other. 
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I rejoice to find that. you lmve not hesitnted to comlemn the present 

high rates of postngc, particularly i u  the face of the fact that the letwr rate 
from France, Germany, �tllll Russia is 2&d. to Hougkong, while it is 5tL 
from the United Kingtlom. Considering the magnitude of onr interest i n  
India, the Straits Settlements, and China, i t  would hardly have been sur

prising if the liiffer0nce bad heen the other w1iy, an1l onr English rate half 
the Contincutal rn.te. The fact wM brought forcibly home to me the other 
day when my little boy nt �cbool in Germany sent me IL Jotter the 
postage ou which was less than 2�d. to Hougkoug, and my little daughter in 
London had to pay 5d. ont of her pocket money for her letter also adliressetl 

to Hongkong. In order to strengthen your hands in continuing the agitation 
for the removal of this scandal, I ven ture to place before you the following 
,·iews of the positiou : 

In the first place I desire to point out to you that up to the year 1858 
the whole charge for the Packet service was bome by the Admiralty. This 

department, in the interest of England, found it necessnry to keep up swift 
and regular mail eommnnieatiou between England the \V est Iudies, an<l 
between E ngla nd anti the East Indies. A commission snt in 1856, and 

brought up a report  that it wns preposterous to charge the Post Office with 
the whole cost of these seJTices, because they were established to support 1w 

auxiliary naval power, and to uphold the commercial supremacy of England. 

on the seas. The West Indian packets, for instance, were establishetl at a cost 
of £240,000 a year, though the utmost return that was expect.ed from letters 

was £4,000 a year. Therefore, to assume that those packets were really es
tablished for Post Office purposes is to charge tlie Government with the most 

!lbsurd ext.raYagauce. The same argument applied to India. Lord Mo);
TEAGLE, wl�o was then Chancellor of the Exchequer, certainly endorsed the 
eoneluding words of the report, ' thnt as it was obvious that tpese packets 
Jo po!ltal work, it was only fair that th':l Post Office should debit itself with a 
charge just equnl to the Ocean Postage received. Why this obviously fair 
arrangement was departed from I cannot conceive. 

Ho weYer, the arrangements bei llJ in force, let ns now look at out· ac
counts of receipt nnd expendit.nre on the whole packet service of England, 
irre8pective of lines that pny and lines thut tlo not pay. 

The Postmaster Generttl of England has informed me that t.he total ex-



I I 
1 1 I 

[ 72 J 
L. 

}1cnJ.itnre amount:; to £641,0;)0, and the toLal receipts :�mount to £76-.1:,000. 

Yon will therefore sec that independent of the fact that the surplus Post 

Office revenue of Great Britain am:->nnts to .£3,.10:>,000 annually on the Packet 

service, there i� :� surplus amply snfficieut to enable the Postmaster General 

of Englantl to rcolnce the pe>stage to tha Continent.:\[ rates on letters to India, 

China and .hpan. 

The next thing to be considet·etl is om trade and social relations. The 

tens of millions of money recei ,.c,.l by Englallll from her colonies atHI India 

ought to be a sufficiently stmng intluccment to the a11thorities to reduce the 

postal rate;;, because, as I have often pointed ont, lettct·s should be regardetl 

ns a hu:>bamlman would seed. One know;; that on their being scattered the 

lett.cr:> wi l l  yield a harvest of tratlc and good feeling throughout the worltl. 

Cheap post:tgc means enormously inc1·cas:l.l hnsiucss awl improved social 

relations. That this is  the view of titc Fr,mch ant! Genn'l.n Governments i:; 

abundan t ly testifietl by the lil,eml suhvcntion:; they are making to steamship 

companies of t.heir respective couutrie�. 

France, with a few poky colonies, has voted this year 26,050,000 francs, 

or £ 1 ,020,000, for her mail steamship sul!l·entions, while England, with 

whole Continents for colonies ::tnd depentlencics, has only voted £6-.1:1 ,000. 

To Australia, I think £ 160,000 has been voted l>y the French Government 

for a splendid line of steamships, though the postage 1·ec:eipts only mnonnt 

to a few thousn.mls n. year, while England recei1res £:216,000 a year for 

postage receipts to and from that Continent. Germany is also making great 

strides in enconra.giug :5hip lmildiug. 
It is perfectly well known that the ohject of these foreign steamship 

subvention::; :MHI low mtcs of postage is to cnt ont firitish trade with Britisll 

pos:>ession:;_ It may Le said that in cunseqncnce of the enormous sum of 

mouey pair! for the mail serl"icc to lntlin anti the Eltst, the English Govern

ment cannot n.ffortl to retlnce the ('Ost o f  postage, and they are determilietl to 

look upon the matter as a bnsiness tran saction, though the authorities admit 

that on the tot,nl paekct anti foreign mail sen-icc there i,; n profit. 

I am prcrnred t o  pro,·c tltal c1·en o: 1 thi� gronutl thc,jr po><ition is  11!1-

tenahle. If it is a purely bu�i nes� trausaction I a�scl't tuat we cnn convey 

the m1ils for the British Governmeut f'or fifty thonsaml a year les� thn.n they 

!WC ll ">W raying ! The Brit i�h Go\·cmmcnt know this perfectly well, itud 
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they will not daro to defe!td tha statem:mt th:tt it is to be l0oketl upo:1 n.s n. 

business t mnsaction. Though the pt·oposition is outrageous, I merely hint 

tllat I could get the Germans to gi ,-e us a mail service to Bomb:ty Hml China, 

as tiley offered to do for Anstmlia, for half the mouey now paid. I nbo 
merely hint that the establishment of a national line of mail steamer� ft·om 

England to Hhangbai nllll ,J npan, with hmnchcs of fast mail boats from Adou 

to Bombay nnd from Colombo to Australia, would ensure a better mail serviee 

n,t a saving of £1 00,000 a year on the total now paid. Of course I only 

-stat.e this to show that the sooner the British Government act� consistently 

n,nd only charges the Post Office with a fair proportion of the cost, tlle soone1· 

the wrong will be remedied. 

When i t  was suggested that speed and regularity was requi red, I replied 

the true way to save time and obtaiu speed was to subsidise tlle telegraph, 

and I would, for the sum HOW paid fot· mail services, undertake to telegr,tph 

the content!:' of the letters gratis. 

From O\'ery point. of Yiew facts prove that cheap postage must be con

ceded. England cmniot pretend that the service is a business transaction, 

.and judgiitg by the preparntious uow being mmle by foreign powers, it i s  

quite clear that immediate steps must b e  taken t o  establish a first-class weekly 
service between Jnpa.1 and Englanu hy the 1'. & 0. Company, or some other 

company; with the rates of post11ge rcdnced if we wish to hold our own i n  

the China seas. 

In re-arranging our mail con t ract,; between England, India, China, and 
Australia, the fact should never be lost sight of that the contracts are for a 
fixed sum irrespective of the quantity of letters and new;;papcrs, and so long 

.as the P. & 0. Company get a fair subsidy they do not cn.re whether they catTy 
lOO or 1 ,000 letters. No additional charge is made. Somethiug has bee11 

said about no increase of correspondence with the East ns a reason for re
ducing the postage. A more easily refuted statement has rarely Lccu put 
forward. I 11111 assured by the courteous Acting Postmaster General of Sin
gapore that that there is an enormous i ncrease of eorrespoutlence with Em·ope, 
.and that twice withi11 the past six m:mth� has the reeonl been exceeded. 
:From the able report of the Hon. H. O'BRIEN, PoMma;;ter Geueral, I leam 
t<hat nearly a quarter of a million more letters were received at the Singaporo 
Office last year, 1888, than in 1887. 
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In conclusion I beg to express my admiration nt the evidence afforded 
me of the wealth, civi\isa.tion, null marvellous resources eYcrywhcre apparent 

in this part. of the worlu.-I remain, &c., 

J. HENNIKER IJEATON. 

S. S. Kaism·-I-Hind, 

Hongkong Harbour, December 4th , 1889. 

HoKGKONG GEXERAL CrrAMRER OF co�D!ERCE, 

HosGI<OXG, 31st December, 1889. 

DEAlt Sm,-I n.m directed by the Clminnnn of this Chamhet· to tender 

to you, on behalf of tho Committee, his thanks for your letter of 4th De

cember hadng reference to Postal charges. Your letter has been read witlt 

much interest, n.ud the Committee trust your long continne1l efforts in the 

cause of cheap pustag-as m:ty ho �peedily crowlle11 wi.th success . 

I nm further tlirectcll to state that it will afford the Committee mnch 

pleasure if they (•:tn at. any time he of sen·ice to you.-I remain, &c.,  

F. IIE�DERSON, Secretul'!J· 
• T. HExX!Kt:R HEATON, Esq., M.P., 

CAHJ,TON Cu;n, LoNnox. 

CmNA A !:>s OC I A T IOx, 1 22, LEA DE:-iHALL STREET. E.C., 

31st October, 1889. 

DEAR Sra,-You are no doubt aware t.ha.t an Association has been 

formeu in Londo n  for the purpose of promoting intercourse between gentle. 

men connected with China.: Hongkong and Japan, :�.ucl of representing 

and O"ivinO' effect to the or1inions of the British Me1·cant.ile community in 
" "' 

those countries. 
From the copy of the Rules and Regulations which I have the pleasure 

to enclose, you will perceive that a strong Committee, embracing represent
atives of these seveml commuaities, has been formec1, antl I am desiret1 t o  
assure you o f  the willingness o f  the Association to co-operate with yom 

Cham1ct· in furthering the objects set forth, whenever it seems likely that 

its influence can be usefully exerted. 
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A� that influence must necessarily be more or less comruensur11.te with 
the extent of membersh ip, I would ask you to bring the existence and 
objects of the ..6-ssociation t.o the knowledge of your Chamber with a view 
to induce gentlemen to become member<>. 

Membership is necessarily confined to British subjects for the reason 
that, if it became neeessary to a.ddress the Foreign Office, the latter would 
natura.lly decline to recognise other than an exelusively British Association. 

But as the interests of all nationalities i n  the Fa,r E:tst are nearly similar, 
this will scll.rcely diminish its represeutf�tive character. -I am, &c., 

W. KESWJCK, Clwimum. 
Tlte ('hairmcm, CHAllBER Of! C01D!Eltc�:, IloxuKo:-<r. . 

O BJECTS 01<' T H E  C H IN A ASSOCIATION. 

I. 

To r:�prc�eat, express, anti gi1•c effect to the opinion of the British 

:Mercantile Community in their politica l aUt! commercial relations with the 

Chinese alltl Jnpaucse . 
II. 

To promote anLl protcet the tratie, commerce, shipping anti mauufactur·es 

of the Uni toti Kingtiom, Intiia anti the Colonies with and in China, Hong

kong, ami Ja pa.n. 

lll. 

To cousilcr all questious couuected wi th such trade, commerce, ship

ping, a.nu manufactures. 

I \', 
To promote or oppose legislative and other measures affecting such trade, 

rommerco, shipping, and manufactures. To collect statistics and other in

formation relating to such trade, commerce, shipping, ami manufacture�. 

V. 
To estabii;;IJ , undertake, supcriutcnd, administer and contribute to ar11· 

rharitable or benevolent fund from whence ma.y bo made uonations or adva�
c<·s to dc�erYing persons who mny be or may haYe been engaged in the 
China and Japan trade, or connected with any person enga.ged therein, and 
to contribute to or otherwise assist any charitnble or benevolent institution 
or underta.ki ngs. 
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VI. 

To provide facilities for socin.l intercourst> between the Members of the 

Association ;  and ho!tl periodical assemblage� of :t social ki nd, with a Yi_cw 

to t.he promotion aud cultivation of friendly feelings amongst Member� of 

the As�ociation. 
VII. 

To do all such things as mn.y he cond nciYe to the exteu�ion of trade, 

commerce, or manufactures, or incidental to the nttainmeut of the aboYC 

objects. 

IIoxGKONG GEXERAL CHA�IBER OF CoMMEncE, 

Ho:-<OKONG, llt!t Drcemher, 1889. 

DuR Sm,-I am pleased to have the opportunity of acknowledging 

receipt of your esteemed letter of ·31st October, aml I trust this may pro;e 

to be the beginning of a correspondence mutually agreea]jle and advanta-

geous. 

It wil l afford me much pleasure, either by endeavoming to swell the 

list of members, or av<tiling of any other opportunities that may occur of 

doing all in my power to promote the objects your Association has iu view. 

I fully appreciate the daily increasing value of co-operative n.ction , 

and I venture to hope that many occasions may arise, when the Associat ion 

which you represent and this Cbamuer, may be able to tal'e common action 

in measures calculated to advance the interests of those connected with the 

trade of China. 
Thanking you for copy of Rules and Regulations duly to baud-· 

I am, &c., 

P. RYHIE, Chairman. 

vVM. KESWICK, Esq., Chairman, Cm:lfA AssociATION, Loxoox. 

F1·om tlte " Cltina 11-fuil," 18tlt December, 1 889: · 

T H E  GAl' ROCK LIGHTHOUSE AND LIGHT DUES. 

His Excellency-The only item of hnHiuess i� the first re:uling of n H i l l  

entitled An Ordinance to amend the Merchant Sh ipping Con:<olidn.tion Onli

nunce, 1879. You are aware, gentlemen, that considemule expendi ture lu1s 

for some time been going on in the purcha�e of a ve;,�cl aJHl in the pn rchn�c 
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of other th ings connected with the Gap Rock Lighthouse. When that 

undertaking was tirst taken iu hn.otl there was an nn<lerstnnding which 

received the unn.nimous. :tplWol·n. l of t he un-official members that a special 

tonnage rate should he levied to pay for that ligh thouse. Now the Ordi

uances of the Colouy refer only to lighthouses in the Colony ami ouly cuablc 

tonnn.ge <lues to be raised on them. I am given to umlerstantl thn.t. it would 

be illegal to le I".)' any mte for a ligb thou se situate,] on Chinc:;e terri tory, as 

the Gap Hock l ighthouse is, witlwut n �pcrial Ordinance. For that mason i t  

ha,; been necessary to brillg iu  ilti� amending Ordinance i n  order tl:mr we may 
con11nencc to le1·.v the rate at. the beginning of the new year, provi�ion for 

which is made in the estimure.-. I regret that b)· a n  oYOI"sight the snmc 
amount was pnt in the estimntef< aR was put d011·n for la:;t year, 1 � cent. 1 
do not think it wi l l  be necessur�· to !ev.v that. 1 thiuk t he ontside that w i ll 
be le,·ied will he l cent in::<tend of I �- Tbe Council authorised a rate uf J .� 
rent to be levied, but I think we might well try the one ceut. If thn.t. turns 
out not to he enough it may he inereased . I think myself it will be sufficient, 

�till I think "·e ongbt to begin a t  once. Of comse it mnst be remembered 

that a lower mte wi l l  spread over a larger number of years. I wish in thi� 

mutter to lea,·e myself in the hand;; of member� as to how many year,; i t  

:-lwnld be spread o\·er. I thin k that the l ight will cost us more than we imn

giued, and t hat pcrhnps would be rt reason to levy the whole amount while 

we are comparatively pro,;pe•·ous. However I think 1 cent will be snfficien t, 

hut I do not absolutely pledge my:;elf to that. At ull events I want some 

measure to enable me to levy anything and, that is the reason I beg you to 

pn�H the fir�t re1uli ng of this Bill to-day. 

The Colonial Secretary-In the absence of the Attomey General, I Le" 
• b 

to move tlle fi1·st rend ing of a Bill to amend the Merchant Sh ipping Con solida-

tion Ordiuance, 18i9. 
Mr. 'MAcEwEx-Tuo di,;cussion generally takes place on the second 

reading of Bills, but in n matter of this kind it would be satisfactory to kno w 

the length of time it is intended to levy this i ucrease, because, if I recollect 

<'llrt"<:'etl_,,, it wn� nn!lcrsf.00<l tha t  the tax would only be levied i n  order to pn.y 

for the actual cost of the l ighthon�e und then be withdrnwn. h thn.t t'lJC 

Hlldertak ing- ? 
His Excel!cncy-:Most distinctly. The cent wilt not mise $30,000, and 
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I think' we will be 1·ery lncky if we got off for ;i: l 20,000. l t  will  be enlled 

the Gap Hock lighthouse mte, ntH! i t. will  i uvolvc the specinl �:wctiou of tit� 
LegishLth·e Council, atl'i it will  nnturn lly cense wh'Cn the Gnp Hock l ig-h t

house is paid off. As it is very inconvenieu t  to levy for a broken period of 

the vcar 1 think unless there i� strong reasou to the cont.rary, i t  would be � ' ' .._, 
athioable to have a meeting again before the 1 st of ,January to pa�s thi� Bill.  

If you prefer ll meeting at n. Inter date I am qnite willing to agree to thnt.  

However, as the Council hn.:< already practically agreed to this matter, there 

may be no objection to su:>pen<l the Stnmliug Orders and pass the Bill thro11g-h 

all the sta.ges to-d:ty. 

This was agreed to, and the ::;tandiug Orders were :suspended. 

The Colonial Sccretnry - I ueg to mo1·e the second reading of the Rill. 

I may perhaps explai n  to my lion. friend thllt I sa w the poiut to which hi� 

remurks tended. Although the light is  not yet in existence the expeuse ha,; 

already commencct!. l i e  is probably not aware that the Colony has �>pout 

very large sums in preparing work� ami in the acquisition of a tug for scrl"it•c 

at t.he H ock, awd of eour�e this expenditu re will go on all the year antl unti l 

the light hon�e i s  completed. 

Hi� Excellenc.v-1 think as a mutter of fact the Hou. Colonial Secretary 

mistakes Mr. :i\lad�wen's qneqion. \Vhnt he a�ked wa� whct.her tbi:< rate 

wo11ltl be levied after the lighthon�e i�  fini �hetl. That is what I nnder�tautl 

yo11 (Mr. MacEweu) ro mcnn. 

}fr. MACEWEN :mid that was what he asked. 

His Exeolloacy-You rcfen·od uot to the beginning but to the cud. 

}fr. )·L \cE WEN-I undcr:>tall(} the increase is mer<'ly. !eYied t o  pay oft 

the lil!ht. As soon n� it is paid off the tax will  be withdrawn. I nudcrst,:ual 

thnt is the intcntiou of the Government. 

The secc;ml rcadiug was pa!'sed nml the Couucil went into committee. 

)lr. HnHE-I think it  woultl be well to have Mr. :i\IAcEwr:::-.:'s qnc � tio u 

and the reply given to i t  uoted down very particulnrly, bcean�c I rccoll<.;<'t 

when the first lighthouse was proceeded with here there was an undenlt!mdiug 

that when the l ighthouse wa� paid off either the rate would Le eonsidernbly 

reduced or withdmwn altogether. That 111 1derstitndiug was not rarried out 

and it  had been a snlJject of complaiut. 11any people here thiuk that light

houses were never intenued to form a �ource of re,·e nuc t o  this Colony. 

) 
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They have hceu u;;ed a!' a source of revenne since rheir co:>t was paid off. 

Therefore, I think i n  thi,; case it ought to he not.ed dowu th:tt there is a 

di stinct Rgreement tlwt wheu thi ,.: lighthouse i s  paid off there shonld he n o  

more due:; levied for the light, that tllo r.1t.o i ,;  for this special obj<•ct .  

The Colonial ::;ccrebtry-liiLI'e they ucen paitl ofi ? 

l\Ir. Rn_o E-Thc old lighthouses were paitl off long ago. 

The Colonial Scerctary-I am not prepared to say that they luwe uot, 
hu t I do not kuow that they bavc. 

His Excellency-Of course thi::; will be recorded, nud I think it will be 
jnst as well to mention in th(:J minntes thnt )fr. �L\CEI\·Ex chew attentiou t o  
the matter, anti that I said that tit is ext.ra rate was intended by me to he 
d istinc t ly a paymcut for the G:tp Hock lighthonsc :wd nothing else. Of 
course, wheu :M r. H nu �:: talks or a pi'Omi�e, 1 must say it is absolntoly im
possible for me to hint! my �.;m•eessor ahout anything. All I ca.n sny is thn: 
I have not the � l igh test iutentiou to apply the rnte for any other pnrpose. 
If a necessity arose for doing so I should come to thi� Board and inform it  
of the fact. By some curious armngement in this Culony-1 do · not quite 
understand why it should he-tbi� leY_ring of rates h; placed in tht: hand� of 
the GoYernor in Council. It would be a mnch Letter plan if for every rate 
levied the G(wcrnor hntl to come to the Legi�lative Council for it.  At this 
moment I can say po�itively there is  not the sligh te;;t intention on my part 
to apply the rate for auy other pmpo�o than the Gap Hock lighthouse. If 
I am hero, unless WC were i u fiunncinl strnits, which is not likely, I shonl(l 
not. do tltat without gettiug the n5scnt of the Lcgislati>e Council. 

Mr. �IAcEw E �-While we are on the snhject of lightR may 1 nllu.tc to 
the matter of the D'.Aguiln.r l igh t. I ha1·o no donbt yon arc :Lwnre thnt i t  
bas for many years been considered not altogether a good light for the 
approach to the island for ships coming from the i\orth, and there was con
siderahll( dif<cus�ion some years ngo with reference to a light on the island of 
V!'aglan. 1 am not aware whether any further uegotiations h:wo taken plnce 
with t·eftlrcnc(' t<l that. The Colony ha�, tha11ks to the ahle manner in which 
your ExcellctH'Y conduct.ed the uegotintio1.�, got pcrmiHsion :for a light o n  
G:tp Rock, and I hope we may be equally sucecsflfnl in gettiug thiF; vt'ry 
neecss:uy light on \Vaglnn. 
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I i ,·cu to nnder�tand His Excellenn·-I may answer n t ou<:e. was g · 

last year that, in c�n� iderat ion of our ha,· ing undertaken the work of the 

(�ap Rock light, the Imperial Customs wonld undertake the lighthouse on 

"·aglan. In fact I went out i n  a Chiuese ves�el to inspect the �itc with the 

immediate ohject of begin ning n·orlc W hether n.ny fmther steps have heou 
taken I do not know. I had the strongest imprcs� ion it was contemplntml 
to lJeg in at once. bnt I have uevcr hcnnl any th ing more of the matter and 

have seen no 0,· ideu ce of the work bei ng started. A:; far as I am aware 

they ha,·o ,!etennined to erect that li�hthouse. Pradieally tile two light
] 1o

�
lses were obtaiue.l at the same time. 

The Colonial �ecrctary -i �hould like to poi u t out that this l ight n·i l l  

alw:JYS he a n  expcnsh·e on.e. \\'c ha ,·e to keep a steam tender and the 
ex pe.n><c will alway.< b:! great as comp.trccl with lighthoHtiCo here, so that in 
gi'"ing thi� pledge that the rate slml l not he used for auy other pmpo�e i t  

must a lwa.'· :; L e  borne i u  miud t he eonf<idcrab!e cxtnt expen�c i n  connecriou 

with this lighthouse�. 

;.\fr. HnuE-Do not the Ch incso pa.'· for the upkeep � 

The Colonial Scerctal·y-l'lo. 

)"!r. Rn�IE-You already luwc 1t eonsitll•rahlc credit balance arisi ng ont 

of the profit .voH make i n  light due�. 

His Execlleney-Thi� is  loo king a good deal i n  the futnrc. At the 
present momcut, suppo�e I le'")' l cent iustead of J.t cent>' it  will take certa inly 

four yean:, l su:<pcct. Of com,;c we hn nl no mcall>i of c :-;tima t iug jnst now 
what it wi l l  aettm!ly cos t . There is, for example, a heavy charge for insu
ring the F'omP. It. i,:  10 per ccHt . ,  is it  not ? 

The Snr,·cyor GenE-mi-lt i:-; nhont 1 0  per cent. 

! l i s  Excellency-In Yariou� ways it  i,: going to co:;t more rlluu we ex
pected . I do uot think thnt thi,: cent will p.t�· off the actual cost of constnrction 

under fonr year�. Then it will rcma i u to b:! considerecl whether the amonnt 

for th(' ligl;ts without this will ptt.v the cost of the maintenance oF th;t. light
house a� well n.s the others. It will be a matter for the Council to consirler. 

-;\lr. Hrna;-The old l igh t� m·J alr<•ady pni <l for, :t" i� well  known to 
enlry one. Some of the leatl ing re pr J :'entn.ti l·es of the steamer tra!Hc were 

i n  commnulcntion with the Go\'Crnmcnt-;�t any mtc the Chamber of Com
meree-n.n:l I recollect distinctl y .it wa• arrnngctl that a certain fund was to 
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be �ut aside for p!lying these lightlwusC's ami that the light tines were to be 
red ueeu . .:.\ly colleague in Council at the t ime, .:.\'lr. WHITALL, spoke ..-cry 
strongly on that poin t. Every culightencl country is retlucing its l ight 
dues. lu Ameril·a-untl a better lighted coa:>t than the American coa�t 
there does uot exiKt-no dues arc charged. I eau give it from my recollection 
that tho�e who arc largely interested in shipping feel strongly with regard to 
these dues. Al tlwugb they arc on ly cent a tou the people who have a grco.t 
llllHly s teamers find it a he:n·y chnrge. 

His Execlleney -The Hou. member spc:Lks with some warmth. The 
matter was not raised in my time antl my attention was uevcr directed to it . 

In fact it was enti l·ely new to me that t.ounage dues had more than paid for 

what they arc intended. l am only so1T.Y that this matter came up at this 
time of t he year. 1t woultl hn.vo been well perhaps had the matter heen 

brought to my uot ice before wo hall the estim:Ltcs for the year. The Hon. 
member is wmng ;,o fn r, at all e vents for thi s year·, for we haYe spent pro
bably three or fom times wha.t we ha,·e got from lighthouses. 

Mr. HnuE-1 am referri ng t.o old lights. 

His Excellcney-W hen I say three or four times, I am only guessing , 

hut I am certain a gre:tt den! more has been Rpent on this Gap Hock l igh t

honsc al ready . 
The Bill  was read n th ird time ami passed, and the Council adjourned 

t.o next year. 

No. 132. 

N'. 
Cor.OXIAL s�:CRETARY's O},'FICE, 

HoNGKONG, 27tlt Jauuary, 1890. 

Sm,-I am tlirocteu by the Go,·emor to iHform you that His Excellency 
has under contempla:ion a measme for the licensing of brokers--not for the 

purpo�e of rai;; ing the revenue, but �imply as n. security for. the Co11duct of 
those who act in that capacity. 

His E xcellency wou ld prefer that. t h e  t!E>si r·ell object were gn ined by an 
org::.nisa tiou nmor.g the bmkcr� thcm,.;ell·es similar to that of Lhe Engl ish 
H toek Exelumge, bnt n:> the movement i n  thn.t tlirect�on which b�gnn some
time ago, appear� t o  hr.ve ecn�etl, and n� it i:; n:oreover prol•nble that in this 
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Colony any s uch org,tnh:u.tion would, in an_,. ca�e, haYc to be nidetl by a 

:�p:Jcia.l Law, he i:� tlispo�etl to t.hink that rc�ort ::.l.10uhl be lmtl to legislation. 

Thoug-h the subject is not one specinl ly affectiug the Chamber of Com

merce, the G o vemor does not donbt that it i" one which i nterests them, and 

trusts therefore tllat you v.-ill  IHI\'C tlw gootlnes:; to bring the matter to the 

uotice of the Chamber over whieb yon prc:;iuc with a view to furnishing the 

Goverumem with ;:nggestions which the business relations of the Chamber 

with uroker:< of good standing, will rcudcr or great pmctieal ,·aluc, (l)  a� 

regards tbe geueral question of liccnec, 11lltl (2) if  a l icence ue de ;;irablc, as 

to the condition,; on which it shonl,l ue obtainable, :-;uch as the amount of 

the fee to uc imposed, the secmity to be gi rcu, &c .-I ha Ye, &c., 

F. FLE,IING, C'nln11ial Secrctf!r!J. 
Hon. P. H Ylll E, Clmirmrw, 

Hosra-.o:q; GESEI:At. Cn AJIBEH OF CO)DI E RC�: . 

HoxGKOXG G 1:sERAT. CnA�IUKR OF CoJD!ERCE, 
I IO:-<G KOJ\G, 1st illarcli, 1890. 

Sm,-I have the honour t.o acknowledge receipt of your valued corn- . 

m unication of 27th January h•wing reference to a propos:tl from His 

Excellency tbe Governor for l i censing Brokers (presumably Sharebrokers), 

and requesting an e xpression of opinion from the Chamber as to the advisa

bility of such a mea.sure. 

As His Excellency j ustly remat·ks the suuject is not one that specially 

affects the Chamber, still the Committee are ple?.sed to be allowed the 

opportunity of referring to a matter which is of somewhat general interest. 

'rhey think a Fee such as has been suggestell migbt be imposed with 

an vantage on perhaps somewhat similar terms to those gmnted to Passenger 

Brokers, anJ · Auctioneers. The imJUedi<tte result of le;yiug a 'l'ax would 

probably he to consider�tbly thin the already overcrowded rank of the 

profession, aul:l woulcl ue a step in th e  llirection of organisation . The 

Committee would strongly deprecate :tny ·movement on the part of the 

Govcmm•:l) t t owards Cll •l e:tvonri nf; to iutcrf.�re wiLl! or cuntrul the conJud 

of private bnsine.>s su ch <<S shareb roking e1•en if legislative emtctment could 

be made suffil!iently elastic, of which they are ;cry doubtful, to accomm<•date 

itself to the very varied requirements of such transactions. 

,, 
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Though so far the attempts at organisation have apparently been 

unsucc,;ssfnl, the Comm ittee think the 11ecessity of becoming somewhat of 

a. corporate uody will force itself upon the more prominent sharebrokers 

and that some arrangement will ultimately be arrivell at by which business 

in Hongkong will be conducted under rules simila.r to the self-imposed 

regulations of the London Stock Exchange.-I have, &c., 

F. HENDERSON, Secretary. 
Hon. \V. lVI. DEANE, �I.A . , 

Actiny Colonial Sec1·eta1·y. 

o. 
TELEGRAM. 

CuAliBER Co�DIERCE 

to 

�ir .JOHN \YAL�HA 3I, PEKIS(;. 

15t!t Ortobc1·, 1889. 

Strongly protest :tgainst rumoured convention Lctween telegraph Corn. 
panics and Chinese Go,•cnnnent See Chambers Despatch ninth December 

eighty seven. 

T E LEGHAM. 

HOKGKONG, 15tlt Octobe1', 1889. 

HosGKONG CHAMBER 

to 
SuA�GII A I CHA)IBER. 

Have wired 'V ..u.SHAM Strongly protest against rumoured convention 

between t-elegraph Companies and Chinese Government See Chambers 

despatch nintu December eigbt.f seven. 

lioNGKOKG GENERAL CHAMBER o�· Co:�ntEncE, 

HO:-iGKONG, 15th Uc(ober, 1889. 

DEAR SIR,-Instructed by my Committee I to-day telegraphed you a. 
follows :-

" Hn,ve wired \V ALSUAM strongly protest against rumoured cons 

" vention between telegraph Companies and Chinese Govern

" ment..Sce Chambers despatch ninth December eighty seven." 

and h ope the message reached you in a n  intelligible form. 
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The report that uegoti!!.tions have been renewed between the Telegraph 
Companies and the Chinese Government with t-he view of carrying out the 
convention unsuccessfully attempted in 1887 renders prompt action in the 
part of the mercantile community necessary to p.rotect themselves against 
Lhe hurtful monopoly that would of necessity follow the ratification of a.uy 
agt·eemeut .between the Government ��1\d the Companies. Action seems all 
the more imperative as it is reported, and probn.bly correctly, that Her 
Britauic Mnjesty's Minister at Peki.ng is preparell to support the Russian 
Minister in his cnJcavours to back up the Convention. 

As the opinions of your Chamber, as reganls the convention are not 

l ikely to have materially changed since 1 887 I tloubt not you will be ready 

to commence again the joint agitation which was then, apparently success-

ful. 

I shall again have the pleasure of aJdressing you later on as the 
question dcvelopes itself, meanwhile.-! remain, &c. 

:F. HENDERSON, Secretary. 

A. G. '\V ooll, Eflrh Chairman, 

GE!'IERAJ. CHAMBER OF COll)lERC£, SIJA:-!OHAl. 

IloxGKONG G �:NEltAI. CHAliRim OF Co:uliERCE, 

HoNOKONG, 18tlt October, 1889. 

SIR,-This Uhamber had the houour of forwarding to Your Excellency 
on 1 5th instant the following telegram, 

" Strongly protest r..gainst rumoured convention Letween Telegraph 
" Companies and Chiuesc Government see Chambers uespatch 
"ninth December eighty-seven." 

Since the despatch Cif the above message n. report has come to hand 
<mthoritatively stating that the rumoureJ convention, having for its object 
a combined monop oly of telegraphic bu::liness in Cbimt, bas l.Jeen ratified .

. 
Under these circumstances it is unnecessary to recapitulate the argu

ments already n.Jduced by this Cb�Lntbcr against a .combination which 
cannot but. prove cletrimenhtl to Con1merce. 

I) 
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As Your Excellency was fully apprizeu of the unfn.vourable opinions 
eutcrtaine1 by this and ot-her Chamber;: repr<'senting Commercial interests 
iu China towa:r,ls the proposetl convention doubtless it was not allowed. to 
reach a successful issue without protest on your part.-I have, &c., 

Sir Jon s w· ALSJLUI , Rnrt., 
F. HEXDEHSON, Secl'rtary. 

HE:t BRITAN!'1IC 11A.JF.STY's �lnnsn;It IX Cur:><A, PEKDW. 

Ho�nKONG G E!'1ERAT. CHAMBER oF Co)numo:, 

IIo:w moNG, 18th Octo!Jer, 1889. 

SIR,-.A.uvettiug to yoar letter date1l Lhe 15th July, 1887, and by 
direction of the Committee of this Ch;�mber, I have the honour to forwa.ru, 
for the inform<ttion of His Excellency the G.mm10r, copy of this Chamber's 
lcttet· of the 18th instant aiJressed to Her Bt·ita.nnic; Majesty's Miuistet· u.t 
Peking on the subject of the t·eported ra.tific;�tion of the convention between 

the existing Cable Companies and the Chinese Government.-! have, &c., 

F. IIENDERSO:N, Secretary. 

Hon. A. LISTER, Acting Colonial Secretary. 

TELEGRAM. 

To " CHA:'IUIER OF CoM:UERCE, HoNGKONG. 

Your telegram of fifLeenth I am unable to entertain protest which I 

believe based on erroneous information anJ relates at all events to a matter 
still under consideration of foreign Govemmeuts whose absolute right to 
independent action cannot possibly be questioned this right is general and 
impartial in its application not only to the special interests of the Chamber 
but also to many other equally iu1portant interests." 

19th October. 
WALSHAM. 

HONGKONG GENERAL CHA:UBER 01<' COliMERCE, 

HoNGKONG, 21st October, 1889. 

SIR,-Begging reference to my letter of 18th instant I have now tho 
honour to hand you, for the information of His Excellency the Governor · 

the annexed copy of a telegram received from Her Britannic Majesty's 
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:Minister <\t Pel,ing in reply to a message from this Chamber protesting 
against a rumoured Convention between the TelHgraph Companies an1l 
the Chinese Govemment, having for its object ?. monopoly of telegraph 
business i n  China.-! have, &c., 

F. HENDERSON, Secretary. 

Hon. A .  LJSTER, Acting Colonial Sec1·etmy. 

SHANGUAI GE:sErtAL CJLHIHE H oF Co�mERCE, 

SnANHllAI, 18tlt October, 1889. 

SIR,-1 am requested by the CommitttlC of this Chamber to aclmow
ledge receipt of your talegram of the 15th October, of which I enclose our 
reading on the subject of the rumoured new Chinese Telegraph Convention, 
viz.:-" Have wit·ed W AT,SHAM strongly protest against rumoured conven
tion between Telegraph Companies and Chinese Govemment see · Chambers 
despatch ninth December eighty-seven," and to inform you t.hat they ltavo 
at once telegraphed the Doyen of the Diplomatic Body at Peking in the 
following tet·rus :-" Shanghai, 16th October, 1 889. Minister DENllY 
Doyen, Diplomatic Body, Peking, may this Chamber ask for information 
about position of Telegm.ph Convention, this Chamber desires to protest 
stt·ongly against its adoption if that likely to ha.ppen, Hougkong Chamber 
has telegraphed British Minister also protesting strongly against." 

The Committee will be glau to know tbe result of your efforts and will 
let you lmow iu due course the response to their enquiries.-I have, &c., 

G t:O. R. COR� ER, �'rcl'elm'!t· 

F. 1-h::..' Wlm:<oN, Esq., 

Secrrla1·y, HoNGl\.ONG Gt::sEHAI. Cn,DIBEH OF Cmon:ncE, IIoxGKONG. 

Tt·anslation of Code �Message frn·wcwdcd by 

Messrs. JARDINE, MATHESON & Co. 

To \Vn.LIAM KF. SWICK, Esq., LoNDON. 

Chamber of Con1merce at Hougkong at Shangh:ti forwarded protest 
to our Minister in China against Telegraph Companies attempting coerce 
Chinese Govemruent into Telegraph Convention. Our Minister in China 
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will not entertain protest at the request of Hongkong Chami)et· of Com
merce will you ask London Chamber of Commerce move Ministet· for 
Foreign A:lbirs give instructions to our Minister in China take steps protect 
Bt·itish interest. Convention ratified equivalent to costly telegrams fot· 
fourteen years. 

Hongkong, 28th October, 1889. 

• TELEGRA)f. 
To c�I.UIIIER Co:mmucE, �IIAXGHAI. 

Have wired London CJhamlJcr get foreign office instruct W ALSHA.M 
<>!Jpose conv�ntion. 

27th October, 1889 .
. 

llo:-;<;KONG G};NEHAL CnAmmR O.F CoJDfEUCE, 

HoxG KO;o;G, .'28t!t Octubrr, 1889. 

DEAR S1a,-I have the pleasure to acknowledge rec�iptof your esteemed 
favom· of 18th instant, and beg to thank you fin· copies of telegrams con
tained therein having reference to threatened Convention between Tele-
graph Companies and Chinese Government. 

• 
To keep you advised of to the movements of this Chamber towards 

opposiug the above Convention I yesterday wired. I have wired London 
Chamber get :Foreign Office instruct Walsham oppose couvention. 

I beg to enclose herein copy of the London message in full-it was 
sent to Mr. WILLIAM KESWICK who will place himself in communication 
with the London Chamber. I further enclose copy of Sir JOHN W ALSH.AM's 

reply to this Ch::t.mber protesting against the Convention, and from the 
tenor of same it may be safely assumed that no voluntary assistance will 
�Je forthcoming at his hands.--I have, &c., 

F. IIE.N DERSO:N, Sect·etm·!J. 

(7 r.o. H. Col�!\' ER, E�q ., 

::·rcretary, 0 t·::XERAL CnA�I BER oF CO)DJERCt:: , t\nAxt;JIAI. 
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SHAXGHAI GEXEHAJ, CHAMmm OF Co:miERCE, 
SHAN<;HAI, 251ft Octobcl', 1889. 

DEAR Sm,-I am instructed to acknowledge receipt of your two letters 
of 14th and 15th October, the former on the subject of Eastern Postal 

Rates and covering copy of a letter from the Sec1·ctary of the London 

Chamber of Commerce reporting the steps that have Leen taken in the 

matter, and the btter aJvising the despatch of your telegram of 15th Oc

tober, with reference to the rumoured Chines.e Telegraph Convention the 
recei pt of which has already been acknowledged with a report of the steps 

taken by the Chamber with the view of endorsing the protest of your body 
with the Ministerial party at Peking . I enclose a copy of Minister DENBY's 

reply, and thanking you for your information.-! have, &c., 

GKo. H .  CORXER, Sec1·etary. 
F. liEXOEn.sox, Es<j . ,  

Secretary, Hox<; KO:-IG GENERAL C11 A)Il3ER Of' COll)fERCE, IION<HUJXG. 

TELEG H .\M. 

PEKIX<;, 1 7tf, Octouf'r, 1889. 

To 
Chamber of Commcn'o Slmuglmi . 

I have cirenlated your telegmm for the information of my colleague:; 

understand Telegreph Con\·ention not yet mtifie,l a� 1Iinbtcr of the U nitecl 

�·itatcs ha ,.e a�kecl Yamen to- await protest. 

DEXBY. 

Ho�mWI<W GEXEitAL Cn.urmm OF C03DIERCE, 

Ho:-<GKOXG, 30th Octobe1·, 1 889. 

DEAR Sm,-Tho Committee of this Chamber had the pleasure of for

warding to you on 27th instant, through Mr. WILLIAl\1 KsswicK, of 
Messrs. JARDINE, lVIA'l'HESON & Co., now in London, the enclosed telegn::m 

having referenee to a: threatened Convention between the Great N ortuern, 

and Eastern Extension Austrai:tsia. and China Telegraph Companies and 

the Chinese Government, the object of the Uonvention being to secure a 
monopoly of telegmphic lmsine3s in Cl:ina, and a continnance of ihe p1·e
sent high tarif mtes. 

0 
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The question is re<tlly one of great public interest and the Committee 
felt j ustified in asking your assistance, which it is certain you will willingly 
accord, iu an endeavour to prevent the completion of negotiations which, if 

successfnl, would prove detrimental not only to resiclent merchants but 
also to all others clirectly or indirectly connected with the trade of China. 

In explanation of the request that you would be good enough to move 

the Minister of Foreign Affairs to cause Sir JoHN vVAL�H..I.M to oppose the 

ratificaion of the telegraph convention, it  may be stated, that this Chamber 

telegraphed to the Minister in Peking protesting against the proposed 

agreement. 

The Chamber telegraphed Her Britannic Majesty's Minister at Peking 
.as follows :-

Ht�·ongly protest against rnmonrec.l. Convention between Telcgmph Com

panies and Chinese Go,·ernment, see Chambers despatch Ninth December 

Eighty-seYen. 

To which Sir JoHN WALSHAM replied :-

" Chamber of Commerce Hougkong 

Your telegram of fifteen I am unable to entertain protest which I t,e] ieve 
basec.l. on erroneous information and relates at all events to a matter still under 

consideration of foreign Governments whose absolute right to iudepentlen t 

action cannot possibly be questioned this right is general aml impartial in il,.; 

application uot only tu the special interest:; of the Chamber but also to many 

11ther equally important interests." 

The Bl'itish Minister.the Chamber assumes, is imperfectly informed of 

the facts, or he would not have committed himself to the above opinion. 

As a matter of fact the Chamber is under the impression that the 

Chinese Government are anxious to escape from some promise, the exaet 
nature of which is not known to the Chamber, made about three years a�o 

by a h·ovincial Officer, that the then suggested Convention would be 

officially entered into. 

The Chamber has reason for supposing that the Chinese Govemment 

ever since have been anxiously trying to escape from obligations hastily 
entered into, and which on more d:iiberate consideration they discovere:l 

'� ouid Le detrimental to their own interests. 
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The negotiations have been pending since 1887, uut the efforts of this 
and the Shanghai Ch�tmber (backed by public opinion in China) have been 
so far successful as to, at least, delay the ratification. The Telegraph Com
panies h�tve la.tely made strenuous efforts to bring fresh pressure to bear 
upon the Chinese Government, anll this calls for renewed endeavours on 

the part of t.bose interested in opposing t.he Convention. 
The action of the two Chambers is fully detailed in the accom

panying report of this Chamber for 1887, to which the Committee beg to 
ask your kind attention. 

The circumstances have not materially aHered since 1887, with the 
exception that the Telegraph Companies have now obtained the advocacy 
of Mr. CouMA.NY, the Russian Minister ; whose natiomds would obtain a 
distinct advantage u nder the contemplated Conventiou, and the Chinese 
Government ha�e con siderably extended their Jund lines. The extension 
of these lines Lrings them to within reasonaLle distance of the froutier of 
Imlia making an early connection with the Indian system of telegra.phs lt 

perhaps not improbable contingency. This would establish an additional 
link between Chinn, and Europe, and make it all the more desira.lJle that 
the former Country should be left free to avail of the increased facilities for 
intercourse with the outside world. 

The enclosed letter signed " Equity " pttblished in the N. C. Daily 

Netvs very fully and fairly depicts the present position, and the Committee 
beg to request. your kind attention to same, as they consider any further 
statement of facts 011 their part would only lead to wearisome repetition.-
1 am, &c., 

F. liE�DEHSON, f:'ecretary. 

KENRIC B. l\lnw.n, E�q., 

SccN•taq;, Lo:snuN CuA�JBE.n OF Co:IDIERCE. 

SHANGHAI G ENEIUL CHA"IBER OF CO)l.MERCE, 

SHANGHAI, 5tlt ll·ot'embe1·, 1889. 

DEAR SIR,-1 have to acknowledge your letter of 28th Octobe1', with 
reference to the Chinese Telegraph Convention accompanied by copies of 
1\Iinistl'l' VVALSHAl\1'8 reply to the Hongkong Chamber's telegram and of 
that to M:r. \\. KEswiCK for colllmm�ication to the London Chamber of 
Commerce. Your telegram of 27th OctoLer, was duly received and !aid 
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before Committee, when the question of this Chamber's also wiring to the 
I.0ndon ChamLer of Commerce was discussed by them and it was decided 
that having phtced the matter in the hands of the Mmisters at Peking it 
was bettet· to await their reply which has not yet come to band before 
tal,ing any further steps. 

With thanks for your informat.ion. -I am, &c., 

GEo. R. CORNER, Secretary. 

F. IlENDERSON, Esq., Becretw:IJ., 

Ho:-lGKoxu GE:s-ERAL CnA�IUER o�· ComiERCE, HoNGKoxa. 

TELEGRAM. 

HONGKONG CHA)!HER OF COM::UEitCE. 

to 

His Excellency M. VON BnANDT Doyen, Diplomatic Corp Peking 
Hongkong Chamber is taking steps through I.ondon Chamber in re

ference to Telegraph Convention can the diplomatic authorities courteously 
inform this Chamber what the present position is. 

30th November, 1889. 

· HoNGKONG GEN�mAL CHAlrBER OF Co�BIERCE, 

HoNGKONG, 2nd December, 1889. 

Sr&,-I have the honour to acknowledge receipt of Your Ex-cellency's 
telegram of 1st instant in answer to this Chamber's message requesting to 
be informed as to the present position of the rumoured Convention 
between the Chinese Government and the 'l'elegrapb Companies. 

Having been in communication with the London Chamber with the 
view of taking joint action in opposing the Convention, and asked to obtain 
information as to how far negotiations bad been carried this Chamber was 
induced to apply to Your Excellency for the information sought for. 

I am directed to offer Your Excellency the thanks of the Chamber for 
the information so promptly and courteously tendered that, as fat· as per
sonally known Convention not yet ratified by Yamen. 
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The Chamber will be pleased if it may be allowed to disburse the cost 

of the telegram which it has now the pleasure of ac
.
knowledging.-1 hn.ve, 

&c., 
F. IIENDERSON, Sec1·ctm71· 

His Excellency :M:. \'ON B RANDT Doyen, 

.Diplomatic Co1'p, Pekiag. 

TELEG RA.l\1. 

IIoxG KOXG, 3rd December, 1889. 

To W. KESWICK, Esq., 
cjo Messrs. ,L-\RDINE, M ATJH :so x & Co., Lo�mox. 

Chamber of Commerce after due enquiry have reallon to believe the 

Telegraph Convention has not yet been ratified. 

HONGKOXG GENERAL CJLDIBER OF CO)l.ii.I ERCE , 

HoxGKONG, 1 Ot!t Drcember, 1889. 

DEAR Sm,-I had last t.his pleasure o� 30th October and now beg to 

ask your attention to the sul>joiued telegram fonva.rded to Mr. WrLLIAJ\I 

KEswrcK and h:wing reference to the threatened Convention between the 
Chinese Government and the Tdegra.ph Companies. The information that 

the Convention had not l>een ratified was received from a member of tbe 

Diplomatic Body in Peking, and so f!tr as tbis Chamber is aware negotia. 

tions are still in abeyance. 

Mr. HENNICKER HEATON returned to England by last mail armed 

with rec�ntly acquired facts
. regarding Postal arrangements in the East, 

and prepared to renew the crusade against dear Postages in the re-opening 

of Parliamcnt.-1 have, &c., 

F. HENDERSO:N, Secretmy. 

K�:NRIC B .  Mt:HRAr, Esq., 

Sec1·etary, LoxDON CHAllllER OF Co:u�a:nc�. 

�HANGHAI GmmnA I. CI.J..UlBER OF Co;)DlER<:E, 

SIUNGH.u, 14tll Februll?·y, 1890. 

Stn,-� I am de,;il·�;d by the C ommi t t ee of this C hamber to hand yon the 

enclosed copy of n. letter to the Secretary of the China .Associltt.i on Oil t he 

:;ubject of the pt oposcd Ch inesc Telegraph Coll\·en t ion, it being repol'l<.d ou 
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reliable au thori ty tbat this Cou ,·en tion is stii! Hnm.tifieu and that tue parties 
i nterested arc unab le to com :J to an uu,Jerstandi ng under whicu circmnsta.nce�< 
the Committee deem it at!dsaLie to continne their effort:; to prevent the 
comp!cti :>n of an armagement prejmlicial to th� in terests of the trading 
community in Ch inn.-I nm, &c., 

GEO. R CORXER, Secretar.IJ. 

Hun. P. RYRm, Chai1·man, 

GExEtUL C u umEt� OF Co�I.IIERc:·:, Ho�mKoxr.. 

SHA!\GIIAI GENii: ItA L CH All BER ()lo' CIHDIEI!CE, 

SIIA:>�f:l! AI, 11th Febntary, 1890. 

Sm,-The attenti on of this Chamber ltas lwcn d irecte1l to persistent 

rumonrci of a pr::>poseJ C:mven tion between the cxistiug Telegraph Companies 

and the Cuiue�e .Anthorities having for it;; object the maintcnn.uce of the 

pt·escnt tolegrapl.t!c rate.> chargeJ for ln ossages to Eni·ope and virtually giving 

to these Companies tbe mouop:>ly of all telegraph ic communication betweeu 

Foreign Countries anli China. 

Applicat ion was m!l.de in the fir:;t. instance to the Doyen of the �Iinisterial 

Body at Pekiug in November 1 887, wh en the rumour firtit gained ground uut 

uo satisfactory reply was received nnd the ma tter remained in abeynuce until 

1\-Iarch 1888, when the rumonr recnl'l'et! and in acconlance wit.h the suggestion 

c0ntaincd in the Doyen':; D0spatch the Chairman of this Chamber wrote 

un-ofticially to His Excellency asking as to the truth of the rumours, who 

repl icu, tltaf he was not sufficiently informed of the point reached in the 

uegotiatious between the Chin ese Authorities and the amalg••mated Cable 

Companies to be ahle to gi ve reliable information on the subject. 

The rumour was again repeated in October, lust year, when tJJe Cham

ber ndtlre:>scJ the then Doyen of the Diplomat.ie Body, Colonel D �;�BY, at 

Pe}<ing on 
"
the ;;nbject and received for reply that the Chamber's communica

tion bnd been laid before the Ministers but that he hat! not been authorised 

hy them to take any action in the matter. 

The Committee of tbiR Chamber, from reliable information, have now 

very good re.'l.son to bel ieve that ow i ng to the protests thnt hnve been made· 

by some of the Foreign Ministers at Pek ing to the Tsnngli Ynmen, the rat! 

fication of t.he Con vention with the the two Telegraphic Companies has not 
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been made by the Cbiuese Govemment, n.nJ that the negvt.iaLions for the pre

sent are suspended, though it is not unlikely they may be resumed. 

The Comm ittee therefore deem this an opportune time to again do all i n  

t hch· power to prevent any snch monopoly being establi�hed, a s  the.V" consiller 

it would be most detrimental to all commercial interests couuectcd with 

China. With this enJ in view 1 nm rcqnc:>tc:l to by these facts
. 
before the 

China A��ocir.tion trusting that they will u�c nuy means that may occnr to 

tllem as the most suitable, to assi�t the Chamber in their emleavour to pre

vent the ratification by the Chinese Government of the Con vention with the 

Telegmphic Companiell.-1 have, &c., 

J. G. P U H DON', Clwi1·mau. 

H .  S. G u NI>RY, Esq., Honora1·y Secreta1·y, 

CHINA AssociATION, Lo�mox. 

P. 
j\ o. 298. "CoLONIAL DECUETARY'S 0FI<'ICE, 

Ho�G KOX(<, 4tlt Ma1·ck, 1889. 

SIR,-With reference to the letter from this Department of the 29th 

of Novembet·, No. 1 ,696, I ttm directed by His Excellency. tile Gcvcrnor to 

i nforr:::c vou that he is in receipt of a despatch from the Secretary of State 

for the Colonies, in which Lord KNUTSFORD states that the recommenda

tion of the Chamber over which you preside, with reference to the appoint

ment of Mr. A. R. CoLQ,UHOUN to be o ne of the Commissioners for the 

delimitation of the Bmmo-Chinese Frontier, has heen communicated to 

the Secretary of'State for Iudia.-I have, &c., 

F. 11. 111 A Y ,  per Colonial ,.,'ecretary. 

The Honomable P. RYRIE, 

C!tairman, H oxGKONG G E!\ERAT. CHA>IJIElt Ol' CO)BIRrtCE. 

Qo 
TELEGRAM. 

HONGKONG GENERAL CnAMHEH O.F CoM3lERCE, 

Ho:wm.O!'W, 18t!t .dp1·il, 1889. 

DEAR Sm,-·1 was yesterJay afternoon put in possession of your 

telt>gram reading. 

" Send copy petition consular invoices KE!L Secretary," I am somewhat 
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at a. loss to understand to what this messn.ge refers as so far as I can 

discover the attention of this Chambet· has never been directed to the 

subject of Consular Invoices-presumably for America. Should further 

research prove that I am in error I shall be happy to again addre�s you on 

the subject.-I am, &c., 

F. HE�DERSON, Secretm·y. 
0. KmL, Esq., 

Secretary, CH AM BE R OF Co.lBIEnm:, YOKOHAMA. 

Y OKOI:IA)IA G �:NERAL CHA:UBER OF Co>omRCE, 

YoKOHA)IA, 26tlt Ap1·il, 1880. 

DEAR S !R,--On the 17th instant, several of our members t.old me that 

your Ctutmber had sont a Memorial to Washington regarding the vexr.

tions and trouLles cause<l by the necessity of having to make Consular 

Invoices, &c., &c., and suggested that I might get a copy of your address 

for circulation here with a view to do a similar thing on our part. 

As I was just on the point of lca.viug Yokohama for a week's trip iu 
the interior I had to make matters short n.nd telegraphed you my request 

to seml me a copy. 

I trust you will uot fin<l it inconvenient to grant thill request and send 

me the desired copy, which no doubt will incite the members of tl1is Chamber 

to act in a similar manner. 

Always ready for reciprocity.-! remain, &c., 

0. KEIL, ,�·ecrela17J. 
T!te Secretm·y, 

CHA)IBER oF Co.:.mEnc�>, HoNGKONG. 

R.. 
FEES .AND COl\11\IISSIONS C HARGEABLE TO SHIPS IN 

DJ STRESS AND ON DAMAGED C.ARGOES. 

CnAi\Il.IER OF Co::IDIERCE, SINGAPORE, 

20tl! Fcbrum·.1;, 1 889. 

D:-:An Sn:,-I Leg I O  forward n copy of a Circular letter or date I ith 

December last adurc,;�cd by 1he Committee of Lloy<ls t o  thi,; Cha mber, and 

uo doubt to lhe other Cham bers nt British ColnniC>s, complaiuing of the high 
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rntes for ships busiue.<:; s:tnctioneLI by many Chambers of Commerce ami 

proposing a greatly retlnced scale. 

The matter set!rus to my Committea to ba one itt which joint actiou, or 

at least an inter-change of views, on the part of the Chambers of Commerce 

in the East is to ho desired, so that, if any change is made, it may be ou 
�ome principle clearly defined and generally accepted ami a1lhered to. 

I am, therefore, to invite yon to inform my Committee, whether iu yonr 
opi

�
1ion there i:; tu1y ground for the complaint made in the letter a copy of 

which I enclo:;c and if your Chamber is disposed to make any change i n  the 
direction indicated.-! h:n·e, &c., 

ALEX. GENT LE, Sec1·etary. 

To the Secretmy, 

CHAMBER ot•' Co3nmncE, HoNGKO:«G. 

IToN<<KO:-IG G �-:xr.nAL C'uA�mER o�· Co:.on :ncE, 
Ho�w twxo, 25t!t April, 1 889. 

DEAR ::-im,-1 ba,·e the pleasmo to acknowledge receipt of your esteemed 
favour of :20th Febrnnry handiug cop,v of a Circular Letter from the Com
mittee of I.lo,,·,l having refet·enco to Fees an1l Commi;;sion� chargeahl� to 

ships in distres;-;, nnd on <lamnge1l goods-for which tbe Committee desire nw 

to thank yon-n ropy of the docnment had alrendy reached this C hamber 

direct. 

I deinyed repl,ring to aho,·c f1tvOtll' expecting to have been able b�· wait

ing to place before yon somethi11g npproaching a general expression of opinion 

regarding the change� sugg-ested h�· Lloy<b Committee, but though these 

have been hronght to the notice of l nsmatH:� Companies and others interestCll 
the question bas apparently attrnct.cd little attention ami s o  far the Cha.mber 

has not receh·ed any commnnicntirJUS on the s nbject.  
Under these eirenmsbnees the Committee regret that they do not, at 

present, sec thei t· way to move in the mn.ll<'r, hut shou!tl occasion arise later 

on calling for action on their part, they \\'i l l  very gladly avail themselves of 
it, and also of any opportunity thnt permits of their again having the plensnre 
of corre�ponc1in,\! "·ith you on tl1c snbject.-I have, &c., 

F. HENDERSOX, Sec1·etw·y. 

Tlze Secretm·y, 

CHA�I P.EI� ov l'O)IMEIWF., Stx�urouE. 
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LLOYD's 1 7tlt December, 1888. 

SIH, -1 am instructed uy the Committee of Lloyd'� to iuform you that 

eomplaints have been mmlc to them of certain fees charged in �ome British 
Colonies under the sanction of the C hambers of Commerce of those colonies. 

I am iu couseqneuce directed to beg that you will be so good as to point out 

to the Committee of the Chamber of Commerce in Hongkong that t he large 
i ncrease i n  tiJO tonunge of vcs�cls has within late years caused a correspond

ing increase in the size U:ud ,·alne of cargoes, allll that rates of commissions 

levied on the basis of the val nes of cargoes, wbich were reasonable i n  former 

days, when smnll sai l ing ve:;sels were chiefly employe.!, would rise to un

reasonable sums at the preseut time when cargoes are of compamtively enor· 

mous value. 

.:\Iy Committee would also wish to remind you, that on account of the 
extension of telegraph ic communication throughou t the world, agents ran 
relieve themseh·es of considcmblc re�ponsibility hy requesting instructions 

by telegrn.ph, and tltat this greatly reduced responsibility should Le taken 

into consideration in estimating remuneration . 

11y Committee would therefore Yenture to suggest to the Committee of 

your Clmmber of Commerce that in case commissions sanctioned by that 

!Jolly h ave uot been revised within the last few years, it might be desirable to 

allow the same to be considered anu my Committee consider with regard to 

commi�sions on disbursemenls, the charges should now be as follows :-

(a.) ·when a bauker's or other approved credit is  provided, 1 per 

cent. 

(b.) \Vhen funds are found by the Agent, and t h e  amount is drawn 

for without recourse t.o bot tomry, 2·� per cent. 

They would also wish to bring UJHler the notice of yom Chamber of 
Commerce the scale of fees which nftcr mnture consideration has heen adopted 

by the Committee of Lloyd's as a basis for charges to be made by Lloyd's 
Agent:;, which appears to my Committee might be reasonably adopted by 
yonr Chamber of CommC'rcr..-I am, &r., 

II. �L IIOZIER, Scc1·eta''!l· 

The Secrefal',fJ, 

CIIA)IllER OF co�DJ !;:HCE, IIo:)WKO.:\G. 
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.A.g�nt.s' Fees not 
to exceed. 

Europe. 
Beyond 
Europe. 

£ s. d. £ s. u.  
1.  For attending �urYey and valuation of gootls, if 

under £:200 i n  YahJC, incluui ng grnnting certifi-

cate and attesting documen ts, . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  : · · ·  1 0 2 2 0 

2. For attending smvey and valutttion of good�, i f  
£200 o r  upward" in value, for every dny'� at
tend:mcc during which the valuation o r survey 

continues, including gr-anting certificates aud 

attesting documents, . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 2 2 0 

3. For attending sale of goods, if the purchase money 
is under £200, . . . .  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1 0 

4. For attending the sale of goods, if the pmc haso 
money i� £200 or upwards, for e,·ery day dming 

which the sale continues, . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  2 2 0 

5. For �npplyi ng bottomry, respondentia, or nrbttra-

tiou form, .. . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  0 1 0  6 

6. For at tc�ting bottomry, respondcnti11, each copy, . . .  0 1 0  6 
7. For certi ficate of rep:>rt relating to the cond ition of 

u ship, her mnchi ncry, or equipment, or nny 
portion thereof, or to tbe ·condition or stowage 
of her cargo, or any portion thereof, or relating 

t.o the sale of a tlam�tged hull, or Iter cat·go, or 

any portion thereof, iu atlclitiou to expenses, if 
any, . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  . .  

8 .  For fil ing u request for SlllTey and is:>ning order of 

0 

sun·ey, . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  0 1 0  6 

9. For making out and registering a. copy of any do-

cmnent, if not exceccl!ng 1 00 words, . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  0 1 0  () 

10. For making out and rcgi�teri ng a copy of any 
dceurneat, if exceed ing 1 00 words, fo{· C\'Cry 

ntlditioual lOJ wod�, o1· fraction tllcreof, . . . . . . . . .  0 2 6 

:3 3 0 

2 2 0 

3 3 0 

0 10 6 

0 10 6 

0 

1 0 

0 1 0  6 

0 2 6 
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IIo:-<O KONG G!•:NERAL CHA�IBER OF co�DH:RCE, 
FoNGKO:-<G, 9th J1fay, 1 889. 

DEAR Sm,-The Committee of this Chamber are desirous of obtaining 

some general expres5ion of opinion regard ing certain changes in the Scale of 

Commissions and Fee�, chargeable at Brif.ish Colonial Ports, to vessels in 

distress and on DamageLI Goolls suggested in the accompanying Circular Letter 
from the S:Jcrcla.ry of Lloyds, nut[ I shall fuel greatly ohligcd if you can make 

it convenient t•J take the matter into consideration and favonr me with a 

reply ex pressing your ,·ie\Ys. 

Tile question is interesting alike to sh ippers and Insurers, nnd tho Com

mittee propo>c to tlirect enquiry in LoLl! •lircctions. 

The expression of your opiuiou, for which I venture to ask, will be 

\'ahmble as th�tt of a local u nderwriter. -! mn, &c., 
F. HENDERSON, Secretary. 

W. J. SAV:-<DF.RS, Esq., .Actin,q S'ec1·etar.1J, 

U:-<Iox L'lstmANCE .SociETY' OF CA:-<Tox, Lnur ED. 
Similar let ters to-North China In�umnce Company. 

China Trader:;' Imnu·unce Company. 
Canton Iusurance O r!ice, Limited. 

Yangtszc lnsnmnce Association. 

u�xo:-� INSURANCE SOCIETY 01•' CAN TON, LrmTED, 

Ih:.\ u O n·' ICE, H oxGKONG, 13t!t ill ay, 1889. 

D E .\a S 1 !:,-I h:we the pleasure to acknowledge the receipt of your 

letter ·tlate•l the u inth In�tnnt asking for my views as to the reduction in the 
fees charge,! for eommi�sion on dbbursemcnts suggested by the circulnr letter 

tlate<l the I 'i! h D..:cembm·, 18S8, from the Committee of Lloyds. 

It wouhl s.:cm that from the point of view of underwriters all rednctious 

of fees ure to i..� recommended, provid:!d the fee is  not reduced to such a point 

that good .A.gculs would b; un willi ng to nnlertakc the servicea required at 
the rem,memtion pr:J\·iJed. The reductio:� submitted is, as I understand, 
that th':l Commi:;.-;ion charge.tLie fo:· making disbnrs;m�nts, when a. banker's 
or app!·o,·ed cre .!it is pro,•idetl, be fixe:! at 1 p3r cent. instead of 2� per cent., 

anti I , d . .wu l d think that in such cnse3 Agent» wonlc! usually be wil ling to 
prol'ide fund,; a l  the lower Commi��inu.  

'l 
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Hcgnrding the scale of fees fixed for Lloyds Agents, the basis seems n 

fair one but the services mentioned not such as would. be often requireLI in 

the case of this port.-I have, &c., 

W. J. �AUNDERS, Acting Sec1·eta1·!J· 
T!tc Secretm·y, 

HoNGKOXG GENERAL CnA.MBER OF Co�mEncE. 

Y ANGTSZE INSURANCE AssoCIATION, LnnTED, 

l-IONGKONG AGENCY, 25tlt ftfay, 1889. 

DEAl� Sm,-w·e are in receipt of your favour J.ated the 9th instant ask

ing us for our view::; regarJ.ing certain changes in the scale of commissions 

auJ. fees charged. at British Colonial Ports to vessels in J.istress and on 

damaged goods ; auJ. in reply would stnte that we consiJ.er the scale of 

charges suggested. by �Ir.  H. M. Hozn:n, Secretary of LloyJ.'s, to be very 

fair, and by no means unreasonable, and we quite agree with him that the 

large incrense in the tonnage of vessels, the more valuable cargoes and the 

extension of telegraphic communication all tend to a large reduction and 

rel'ision in the scale of charges and we do not see why the tarif of charges 

suggested by him should not be adopted.-w·e remain, &c., 

RUSSELL & Co., Ageuts. 

F. HENDERSON, Esq., Secreta1·y, 

HoNGKONG GENEUAL CriA:\UmR OF co�IMERCE, HoNGKONG. 

CHINA TRADERS' INSURANCE C0..\11'_\NY, LniiTED, 

HoNGKONG, 25th lllay, 1889. 

DEAR Sm,-I am iu receipt of your favom of 9th instant enclosing copy 

of a communication receiTed by you from the �ccretary of Lloyds regarding 

the scale of commiRsion and fees chn.rged at this port in connection with 

damaged goods and vessels in distress, and asking for an expression of my 

views therecn. 

The charges now sanctioned by your Chamber were drawn up many 

years ago, I believe when sailing vessels composed the principal
.
portion of 

the shippi ng which visited the port, and, with the Secretary of Lloyd�, I am 

of opinion it woultl he an advantage to nil parties if your tarif were revised 

ami hronght in conformity with the present conditions of traue. 
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The Commission on dis bursemen ts suggested by the Secretary of Lloyds 

auJ. the fees allowed to Lloyd's Agents, mentioned in the same letter, I con

sider fair and equitable.-! am, &c., 

W. H. RAY, Secret01y. 

F. HENDERSON, Esq., Secretm·y, 

HoNGKONG CnA)lm:n OF co�OfERCE. 

NonTn CmNA INSURANCE CoMPANY, LnliTI::D, 

HoNGKONG, 27tlt May, 1889. 

DEAR Sm,-Having now considered your letter date(! 9th May enclos

ing a Circular letter from the Secretary of Lloyds, I am iu a position to 

reply to i t .  

Commissions on Disbursements.-Refening to the scale of commis�ions 

adopted by the Chamber which appears on Page 205 of the Hongkong 

Directory for thiR year, I ohserYe that the mte allowed for " Paying nnd 

receivh1g money in Cnrrent A<,:count " is 1 per eeut., and it seems only 

reasonable that the Commission on Di sbursements "·hen n Banker's or other 

approved crc:lit is prodded should be the s:lme. The rate for paying ship's 

disbursements appear� in the same scrde a� 2� per cent. and iH probably 

intonded to apply to cases where the Agent finds the funds aud draws for 

the amount. 

A ;;light. ameudmont in the wording of the Chamber's present sen,le i� 

therefore ail that app-:nrs to be necessary if the recommendation of Lloyd's 

Committee is approveLI . 

Agents' Fees.-I am strongly opposed to the aLloption of a.ny such 

scale which bus eviJ.cutly been urnwn up by persons nnacquainted witu the 

Cl!stoms of this port. 

A far more serious question, howc,·cr, than either of those alluded to 

above is thn.t of the " Agency " fee for attending to the business of Yesselb 

under average, which in 8eve rn l recent cases has appeared to me ont of 

proportion to the amount of trouble incmTeLI. It  would of P.onrse lie impos

sible to draw up auy scale for such fc�s, bnt if the Committee are taking the 

whole snhjcct into consideration, 1 think it is a point which might well be 
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brought. to their noti ce with the view of som::! provision heiug lllatle for the 

re-op:!ning of the '' Agency " fee un,!er app�10l to the Committee of the 

Chamber, or some other competent tribunal, when Fllllcrwriters Ol' other 

p�trties interested consider the charge made to be cxcessh·e.-1 am, &c., 

B. C. T. G RAY, Actiug A!fertt. 

F uLI.AltTOX IIENDERHox, EsQ., .�'ecretor.IJ, 

HoxGKOX<r G EXERAL CHA�ICEJ< OF CO)DrERCE. 

CANTOS Ixst:;RAXCE 0 FI•'ICE, LnuTr.r>, 
Hosm;:oxG, 28th Nay, 1889. 

DEAH Sw,-\Ve nrcl ir1 receipt of your favour of the 9 t h  ins tant, en<:lo�

ing a Circular Lcttm· from the Seeret.nry of Lloytls sngge;;t.iug certain 

changes in the Scale t>f Commis�ions allll Fees chargeable :tt Briti�h Coloni�tl 

Ports, to vessels in distress aud on damaged goods and the same has hat! our 

attention. 

In reply we beg t.o state that with regard to Commissious on Disburse

tHents, as the pre�ent i:'cale of Fees sanctioned by your Cl11tmbcr is ideutical 

with that suggested b:· the Secretary of Lloyd s, no rcvi::;ion is cnllctl fm·. 
Ag<>nts' Fees as at prc�cnt charged iu thi�  Colo11y being somewhat lcs;,; 

than thoJSe suggested, and in om opiuiou quite high enough, we sec no neces

sity for alterntiou.-vV e arc, &e., 

J ARDI�E, �IATHESO� & Co., 

General .Agents, Canton Insurance Office, [d. 

F. HEKDERsox, E,;q ., ,'-'ecrctary, 

HoxGIWNG G:cNF.R.AL CH.A�JUER OF Cmtl!BHCE. 

HoNGKOKG GExERaL CIIAllBE Jt OF ColDtEI:CE, 
HoNOKONG, 28tlt June, i889. 

�11!,-l mui't apologi!'e for thif' very tlut!y acknowledgment of your 

esteemed favom of 17th December. The delay 111 replyieg has in some 

measure been with the hope of arrh·ing nt somethiug like the collective 

opinion of those interested, regarding the changes suggested in above favour, 

in certain Fees and Commissions charged in British Colonial Ports on Goods 

anu Hhip's Disbursements, but the subject has uttmetet! little attention out

side the represen t.atives of the different: Iusumncc Companie", who seem t o  

Le all pretty well agreed as to the equity of the proposed alterations. 

• 

-
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The r:tte of Commi�siou on Ship' s Disbmsements as approved by this 

Chambct· \\'hen fumls are provided uy the Agents is the >�ame as proposcu by 

you 2 �  per cent. uut. there is 110 provision in the tarif fixing the rate when 

fund,; a;·e provided Ly means of Bank or other appro\·ed Cre:lits. It was 

suggested Ht a recent J.\Icetiug of the Commit tee of the Cl.Jamber that a fair 

commis>liou I!Ht!cr tile latter circumstance� would be 1 � per cent., but that was 

mert•ly >'ngg:csti ,·e as altemtioos in the t:wif can only ue sanctioned at a Geu

eml �tcetiug of lllcmber:s. 

The remuneration b A�cuts attending- to the business of vessels under 

:Hemge ocensimmlly gi ,-es rise to ,Jiscnssion between pa.rties interested, !Jut 

that gencr:dly ar:ses wheu the sm·viccs rendered are, or supposed to be, of an 

exceptional ! lature, anti where fixeu rules Lccomc �omcwhat tlifficnlt of np� 

plicatiou.-1 have, &c·. , 

F. HEXDERSON, Secretary. 

H. M . HozrER, Esq., ,')'cc1·etary, 

LI.OYIIS, LONDO::o<. 

HoXGKOXG Gr:xERAL CHA)IBER m> CO)DJERCE, 

lf OXGKONc;, ]3th Jul.IJ, 188.9, 

DEAR Sw,-A�king reference to my let ter of 2iith April, I now beg to 

hnn�l you hf'rein copy of tlr i:i Chamber's reply to 1-Ir. H oztER, �ecrctary, 

Lloyds lett!'r of 1 7 t h  Decl•mbcr, propo:;ing changes m eertain Fees and. 

Commi:�sion;: charged i r o  Briti�h C'oloninl Ports. 

You will notice from my l etter that Lhc tliscnssiou of the question mised 

ha:> not made Ycry mnch progress here. 'l'he Commissioas in ord.inary dis

bursements, approved of hy this Chamber, are much the same as those 

suggested Ly :\lr. IIoztER, aud scarcely stallll in need of revision. 

The remunerntion due to Ageuts attending to the business of vessels 

under :werage not unfreqnently gives rise to discussion, but this point Mr. 

HozJER does uot make prominent.-! am, &c., 

F. HENDERSON, Secretary. 

Tlte. Srcr('f<ay, CIIA:\IUER OF CO:\IMERCE, SnWAPORE. 
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Cn.umER o�· Go)tMERCE, 

SINGAPORE, 26tlt July, 1889. 

DEAR Sm,-1 beg to own receipt of your letter of 13th i nst:mt., with 

inelosure, relative to the question of Commissions recently raisctl hy Lloyds. 

The subject is still under the cousidemtion of my Committee who are also 

in correspondence with Bomlmy on the matter.-! am, &e , 

Au:x. GENTLE, Seaetary. 

T!te Secretary, 

HONGKO:SG GENERAL CH.UJI:H:R OF CO)BIERCB, HONGKONG. 

LLOYU's, 25t!t October, 1 889. 

DEAR SIR,-f am directe.l to express to yon the ue:st thauks. of the 

Committee of Lloyd':s for your letter of the 28th ,Jnne in reply to mi ne of the 

1 7th December npon the �nhjed of the fees charged under the sanctiou of 

the Chan�her of Commerce, and ohnll he very gla1l to hear from yon in dnc 

course the decision which may be arri ved at by a general meeting of your 

members. 

I may add that nwions Chambers of Commerce with whom my Com

mittee ha:ve heen in communication with regard to this matter have adopted 

the scale of fees which I 1·entured to submit for your consideration in my 

previous letter.-! am, &c., 

H. M. HOZJER, Secretw·y. 

Tl!e Secretary, 

HoxGKONG GF.:XERAr. CnAm:ER OF CO)DIEHcE, Ho:\GKO:-\G. 

No. 700. 

s. 
COLOXIAT. SE<.:l: I<: 'I'ARY',; O r·Ttn:, 

HONGKO:><r. , 4th Mrty, 1889. 

SIR,-I am ,Jirectd hy His Rx<:cl lency the G uYemor to transmit  to you, 

for the considemtion of tlte Chamber of Comm<)rce, the an nexed copy of a 

" 
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letter and its enclosures respecting an Exhibition to be held i n  New Zealand 

i n  No1·emLer next, and to enquire whether the Chamher is disposed to take 

any part in it.-I ha1·e, &c., 

FREDERICK STEW ART, Colonial Sec1·cta1·!f· 

F. liENDERsox, Esq., Secrelm'!J, 

Hoxmw�G G �:NEHAL CnA�UIER OF CmiMEncK, 

&c., &c., &c. 

DuNEDIN, 22ud ilia1·c!t, 1889. 

· �m,-! I.Ja,-e the honour by request of the Executive Commissioner to 

i nform yon that :L New Zealand and South Seas Exhibition will Le helu here 

extending from the 26t.h November, 1889 t.o the end of April, 1 890, to the 

:success of which support iu the �!.tape of exhibits is resl'ectfnlly requested. 

t'hould you care to :;enJ any from Hongkoug it will be necessary tilat 

the freight be paid on tuem to Dnncdiu but on anival they will be lauded 

free of duty and space "·ill  Le g i 1·cn to t.hem. 

EncloseLl you will  find a few copies of the prospectus of tue Exhibitiou 

and form� of application� for space for exh�bit�, in wbi'!h doP-uments full in

formation i,; given. 

By post I send yon a newspaper giving an account of the ceremony two 

d>ty� ago of la_ving the foniH.lat.ion stone. 

Should you desire auyoue here to look after such cxllibits as you send 

it will give m� gre:1t ple:tl;l!r.3 if you will a,·ail yourself of my se rvices whic:b 

arc at your t!isposnl.-1 han•, &c., 

. J. C . .\IACKENZIK 

T/w l!oJwm·able, 

T H E  COI.OX!AL SECRBT�RY, HoNGIWNG . 

HoxGKO!'\'G GENERAL CuAMBEn OF Co1DIERCE, 

HoNGKONG, 8tlt May, 1889. 

�m,-1 hnYe the honour to acknowledge receipt of your Yalned commu

nication of 4th :llnr handing various pupers having reference to an Exhi

hitioll to he held in Xew Zcnlnntl (l ming the present year, and enquiring if 

thi� Chamber "'O\lld he dispo�ed to take any part i n  it. 
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I am diree!ed by my Committee to rq ues t _ron t·o convey to I l i� Excel

lency the Governor their tlmttk:> for his ex treme conrtel:!.V in pl:wing lhe�c 

document� before the Chamber, an.l to state in rC>ply to the a bo1·c ettqn i ry 

that while fully nppreriuting the gcneml nsefnlncs:; of such Exhihitioo:<, all)' 

active participation in the mo1·emt:nt appear;< !o them to b,� nlmo�t heyuml 

the scope of this Chamber\ oper.ttions.-1 lt:wc, &r., 
F. r i E � DERSOX, Scl'rctm·y. 

lion. F. STEWART, LL.D., Colonial Sf'cretnry. 

BENGAL C:HAll!BER OF COillil.IERCE. 

CALCUTTA, 27th Decembe1·, 1889. 
Oi1•cula1· No. 214-'89. 

ME�ro :-The following is circulated by order of the Committee for the 

infol'mation of ll'femhers of tl1e Chamber. 
S. E. J. CLAitKE, Secrcta1·y. 

HOLIDAYS. 

BENGAL. 

Holidays under tho Indian Negotiable Instruments Act; XXVI of 188 1 .  

[ E.ctmct j1-om page 1010 of Pa1·t I. of the " Oalc1ttta Gazette " 

of Decembc1· 1 1th, 1 889.] 
N OT.IFICATION. 

The 9th December, 1889.-Unuar section 25 of Act XXVI of 1881 

entitled " 'rhe Negotiable Iust.nnnents Act, 1 881," the Lieutenant-Governor 

hereby declares the following days to be public holidays Juri ng the year 

1S90 :-
25th January . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Sripnnchami. 

6th March . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Dolej atra. 

5th Apl'il . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . E!l;;tur Saturday. 
12th , . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  Chaitsankra.uti . 

24th May . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  Empregs' Birth<'ln.y. 
29th , . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  Dnsltal�:Ha. 

" 
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7th August . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  Jamnashtami. 
13th October . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . !l'l:abalaya. 
18th, 20th to 25th and 27th to 29th October . . . Durga ;�nd Lukhi 

Pujahs. 
l l  th and 12th November . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  Kali Pujah. 
20th and 21st , . .. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  Jagadhatri Pujah. 
24th, 26th and 27th December . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  The day preceding 

and two days fol
lowing Christmas 
Day. 

Sundays, New Year's Day, Good Friday , and Christmas Day are public 

holidays under the Act. 

H. J. S. COTTON, Ojf'y. Sec-y. to the Govt. of Bengal. 

HoLIDAYs UNDER CHARTER-PARTIES AND SHIPPING ORDERS. 

With reference to the above N oti:fication, the Committee of the Bengal 
Chamber of Commerce, empowered in that behalf by the Resolution passed 
at a Special General Meeting of the Chamber, held on 5th December, 1888,.. 
do hereby declare that the holidays specifif'd below shall be the holidays 

during the year 1890, recognised by the Chamber uuder Shipping Orders 
and Charter Parties as holidays according to the custom of the Port:-

Holiday. Date. 

��w Year's 
_
Day, . ... . . . . .. . . . . . . Wednesday, 1st January, 1890,. 

Snpanclwm1, . .  .... ... . . .  . . . . . . . . .  Saturday, 25th ,. ,. 
Good Friday, ....... ......... ... .  Friday, 4th April, 11:!90, . . . . . . . . . .  .. 
Empress' Birthday, ... . . . . . . . .  Saturday, 24th May, 1890, .. .. .. .. . 
Durga Pujah, 20th, 21st and 

2llrd October, .. . .  . . . .  .. . . . .  . Monday, Tuesday and Thursday, 
Lukbi Pujalt, . . .. . . ... .. ... . . . . . . . Monday, 27th October, 1890, . ...  . . 
Kali Pujah, . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. .. . .. .  Wednesday, 12th Novembcr, l890, 
Jagarlhatl'i Pnjab, . . . . . .  . . . . . ... Friday, 21st November, 1890, . . . .  
Chrikbna�, . . . . . . . .. . .. . . . ... . . ; . . .  'fbursday and Friday, 25th nnd 

26th December, 1890, . . . . .. . . .  

All Sundays are Holidays. 

:M:A.HOMEDAN HOLIDAYS. 

�umber of days to be 
observed liS holidnvs. 

1 day. 
• 

1 day. 
1 cllly. 
1 day. 

3 days. 
l d;ty. 
1 day. 
1 day. 

2 days. 

'l'lte followi ng Notification affecting public offices appeared nt page 
1062 of Part I. of the Oalc1ttta. Gazette of Decembe1· 25th, 188 9 : 

NOTIFICATION. 

The 2-1-th Decembe1·, 1889.-It is hereby notified for general information 
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that on the following Mahomed<tn holid<Lys during the year 1890 all public 
offices u.nd Revenue and Magisterial Courts in Bengal, with the exception 

of the offices of Collector of Customs, Shipping Master, the Registrar of 

Assurances, Calcutta, the Collector of Stamp Revenue, Calcutta, the 
Stamping Department of the Office of the Superintendent of Stamps, Cal

cutta, and the Salt Rowannah and Opium Sale Departments of the Board 

of Revenue, shall be closed : -

Eed-ul-fitr, which falls on the 2 1 st May, or, if the moon be not visible 

on the 20th May, on the 22ud May. 
Eed-uz-zoha, which falls on the 28th July, or, if the moon be not 

visible on the 18th July, on the 29th July. 

Mohurrum, the last two .days of which fall on the 'Wth and 27th 
August, or, if the moon be visible on the 16th August, on the 
25th and 26th August. 

Fatiab-doaz-dahuru, which fu.lls on the 27th October, or, if the moon 

be not visible on the 15th October, on the 28th October. 

H. J. S. COTTON, OfJfl. Secy. to the Govt. of Bengal. 

BOMBAY. 

PuBLIC HoLIDAYS FC'R THE YEAR 1890. 

Sanctioned by Government under Section 25 of Act XXVI. of 1881, 

entitled t.he " Negotiable Instruments Act, 1881 " :-

�ew Year . . .. . . . . . . . . . . .  2nd Janua.ry . . . ... . . . . . . . .. .. .  Thurtitl>�y . . . . .. . .. . . . . . .. . . . . . .. . . . . I Day. 
Holi, . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . . . .  6th 1\la.rch, . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . .. Thursday . . .. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . .  l ., 
Jamshedi Xaoroz . . .  21st. March ... . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  l•'riday . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . . . . . . . .  1 , . 
Uamnnvami . . . . . . . . . . . .  29th Uarch . . . . . . .. . . . . . . . . . . .. . Snturdny . . . .. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  1 , 
�1\Ster . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . . . . . 5th and 7th April ..... . ... . . .  Saturday and Monday ...... . . .  2 Days. 
Quel!n's Birthday .....  24th May· . . . ......... , . . . . . . . . .  Saturday . . . . . . . . . . . . . . ..........  I llay. 
Cocoanut llny, . . . . . . . .. 31st July, . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . . . . . .  Thursday .. ... . . . . .. . . ... .  : ....... I ., 
Gokul Ashtami. . .. . . . . . 8th August . ......... . .... . ... Friday . . .. .... . ... . .. . . . . . .. . .. . . ... I , 
Moburrum . . . . . .. . . . . ... 27th August . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  Wednesday . .. .. . . . .. . .... . . . . . . . . .  1 , 

Parsi Ncw Year . . • . . • .  16th and 17th September . • .  1'uesda.y and Wednesday . . .... 2 Day�. 
Ganesh Chnturthi . .. 18th September . . ... . .. ... . .. Thursday . . . . . . . . . . . . .. .... . . . . . .  1 Day. 
Dussem . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  23rd October . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  Thursday . . . . . . . . . .............. . 1 , 
Dewali . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  12th and 13th November . . .  Wednesday nnd Thursday . . .  2 Days. 

Chri8hnns . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  24th and 26th December . . .  Wednesday and Friday . . . . . .  2 , 

New Yenr . .. .. . .... ... . . 3lst Dcccmbet· . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  Wc�nesday .. . . . . . ... . .. . . ... ... . . .  1 Day. 

Note.-GOOD-FRIDAY, CHRISTMAS DAY AND NEW YEAR'S DAY 

are holidays under the Negotiable Instruments Act. 

[ l Ofl ] 
T. 

HOLIDAYS UNDER CHARTER-PARTIES 

FoR THE YEA& 1890. 

. I n  accordance with the Resolntion passed at a General Meotin"' of 

the Cha.mbet· of Cominerco, held on the 22ud July, 1 881, the Commi�tee 
of the Chambet· beg to inform the Public that the following days have 

been fixed by them to be holidays under Charter-Parties for the year 

1890:-
1\e,:· Year· . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  1st and 2nd .fnrlllary . . . . . . Wcdnc•tlay & Thursday ... 2 Dayh. RoiL . .. . .. . .. .. . . . . .. ... ... . . . . . . 6th Mttrch . . . . . . ... . . . .. .. .'J'l..tursda1· 1 0 r . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . .. . . . . .  rw. �aster . . . . .. . .. . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . +lh April . . . . . . . .. . .. . .. . . . ... l<'rid·•y . . . .  .. I 

· 

�ueen·� Birthday . . . . . . . . . . . .  2-ltb May . . . .. . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . . Saturtlay . . . .  
·.·.·.·:::::::.'.'.'.'.'.'.'1 

" 
Cocoanut Dn�· . .. . . . . . . . . . . . . ;list July . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . .. .' 1'hursda'' 1 U k I !\ h . J . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  . .  o ·u ' s tamt . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 8th August . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. F riday . . . . 1 Mohnrrum . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . .  :!71h August . . . .

.
. . . . . . . .  : . . . . .  Wednesdn; . . . . . .

.
. . . . . . . . . .. 

! 
l'at·si .New Year's Day . . . . . .  l71h September . . . . . . . . . . . . .  Wednesday ::::::::::::::::::1 Dussera . .. . . . ... . .. . . . . . . .. .. . . 23rd October . . . . .. . . . . . . . . . .  'l'bursday I 
D I' 

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  ., .c':" 1 . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . . . . . . .  12th and Ultb November,.Wednc�day & Thursday . . . 2 Days. C.hrrAtm�s . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 24th and 2iitb December,. Wednesday & ThursdAy . . . 2 . ,  

By order of the Committee ' 

JOHN MARSHALL, Secretm·y. 
BoMBaY CHAMBER OF COMMERCE, 

21st December, 1889. 

MADRAS. 

The following arc the holidays which have been fixed by the Madras 

Chamber of Commerce for the year 1890 :-

COMMERCIAL HOLIDAYS, 1890. 

M ElllORANDUllf. 

Pongul, 1 day-Monday the 13th January. 
Easter, 4 days-Friclay to Tuesday, 4th to 8th April, both days m-

elusive. 

Queen's Birthday, I day-Saturday 24th May. 

Whitsuntide, 2 days --Monday and Tuesday, 26th and 27th May. 

Avani Avutum, I day-Thursday, 31st July. 
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T. 
Ma.balaya Amavassay, 1 day- 1 3th October. 
Dusserab, 1 day-Wednesday, the �2nd October. 
Prince of Wales' Birthday, 1 day-Monday, lOth November. 
Deepavali, l da.y-Tuesday, the 1 1th November. 
Christmas, 5 days-Thursday, 25th December to •ruesday the 30th 

Decernloer. 
New Year, 3 days-Thursday to Saturday, lst. to 3rd January, 1891, 

both days inclusive. 

CHARLES LA WSON. Sec1·etmy, 

MADRAS CHAMBER OF Contl\J ERCE, 

20th Decembe·r, 1 889. 

.No. 813. 

u. 
CoLONIAL �ECHETARY's On·rcE, 

H oNGKoN<;, 28th llfrq;, zssv. 

Sm,-I am directeu by the Governor to inform you that, on the aprli
cation of J\IIr. A. P. MAcEwE�, His Excellency has been pleased to extend, 
until November

. 
next, the leave of absence gnLuted to him as a Member of 

the Legislative Oouncil.-1 have, &c.,  

FREDERICK �TEWART, Colonial Secrctar.tl· 

F. HExo�: a soN , Esq., 

Sccrztm·y, H o NGKOXG C.JENERAJ. CHA)IRER OJo' Co;�nn:JtcE . 

.. 

I) 
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lVION THLY SALES 

CO)fl'Il.ED BY 

OH1-\.MBER OF COMMERCE, 

DURING THE YEAR 1889. 
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MONTHLY SALES COMPILED BY CHAMBER OF 

JJ!�:-iCRil'TTON OF GOOD-'. 

------ --- --- - - - --- --- ---

COTTON YARN. 
BOJIBAY,-�os. 10 @ 20s., . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . . . .  � . . baleR 

ENGLISH,-�o�. l H @ 21.<., .. . . . . . .. . . . . . .. . . . . . . . . ., 

No'. 2B @ :�2.•., . . . . . .... . . . . . . . . . . . .  . . 

Ne .-. !IS @ i:!8., . . .. . .  ..... . ... . . . . . . . . . ,. 
COTTON PIECE GOODS. 

GREY �HJRTlNG!';,-6 lts., . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . .  pieces 

; To� .. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  . 

!>.4 Its., . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  . 

ll @ 10 Its., . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . 
WHITE SHtRTTNGS, !ii @ i\6 recd . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . 

i\S @ GO ,. 

li-! @ Mi , 
!look-folds & Fine, . . . . . . . .  . 

T-CLOTHS,--6 tb". (:�2 in.), Orclinary, . . . . . . . . .  . 

7 1tJ�. (32 in.), Ordimwy, . . . . . . . . .  . 

li lt". (32 in.), Mexicans, . . . . . . . . . 

7 1ts. (32 in.), Mexican� • . . . . . . . . .  

8 @ 8.4 oz. , (ilfi in.), . . . . . .. . .. . . . . . 
DRILL�,_-English, �0 yard�. lll� @ H Its., . .  . 

FANCY COTTONS. 

" 

TURKBY Him SHin'I'INW=>.-2.4 @ il tb�., . . . . . . piece,; 

BUOCADES, -D.l•Nl, . . .  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . . . . . . 

DAJIASKS, . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . .  . 

CHINTZES,-A>sOJ-ted, . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . .. . . . . . 
VF.LVETS,-Blnck, 22 in . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 

VF.T.VETEENS,-18 in .. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . 

HANDKERCHIF.FR, Imitation Rilk, . . . . . . . .. . . . . . . do7.en 

7,:J77 

!133 

·ISO 

G21 

2,800 

5,2.)0 

1 ,182 1 ·l,!.l:!ii 

iRi 

I
[ :!Si 

2 1 0  2M 

17� 401 

H,20U +Oll 

1 .37(J 

ii8,H20 17,100 J :;,890 

-1-,250 BOO 7!'i0 

7,223 6,0{)0 5,2i0 

4i.} 

7 
lii} 

9,360 

ii,lOO 
5Uil 

2,750 

t>2.il20 2�,200 48.5!l:i 37,250 

HO 600 

l ,3!'i0 900 2,000 37:> 

300 

47,7G5 1 4,800 26,17il 9,1ii0 

27,620 !).120 7,570 12,720 

!;25 315 1,800 1 5 (1 

1 ,240 

200 

60 150 

1 ,400 

80 1 3,800 

2.1inli 

!10 

190 

2,21 1 

200 

1,296 

1 ,000 
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COMMERCE DURING THE YEAR 1889. 

---··--

:0:. � � 
- --

i'i,<l44 
!120 

1 0  

Gii 

. . .  

. . .  

·1,200 

U<OO 
. . . 

. . . 

1 .200 

!l,JOO 

. . . 

. . . 

. . .  

5,87ii 

ii, f>(iO 

220 

J .!j!IU 
. . . 

. . .  

. . . 

1,:!60 

. . . 

:!,400 

- ·-·-

� ; 
.., 

----

6,054 

:m; 
5 

.jO 

. . . 

. . . 
3,200 

:!,(lii() 
. . . 

.. . 

1,100 

21,150 

. . . 

. . . 
H,150 

4,600 

1,395 

225 

1 ,400 

! , 700 

. . .  

. . .  

iiiO 
. . . 

. . .  

- ·--

� 3 
.., 

---· 

4,322 

HI() 
. . . 

150 

. . . 

. . . 

1 1 ,810 

2,000 

. . . 

. . . 

1,550 

16,850 

. . .  

900 

. . . 

10,375 

3,900 

:lOO 

1,011 

ilOO 

. . . 

. . . 

. . .  

. . .  

. . . 

-- -------;:: --

,.. ., <> 
.., ...: ..c 

...; 8 " 8 "' . 
"' 11 .0 "' tJJ c > 
;:I A ..., 0 Q <.) � 'L 0 z 

--- ---- --- ---

3,470 2,5·:13 6,703 2,912 

130 100 24.0 i););) 

. . . 10 70 329 

1 60 35 ·132 3fl5 

. . . . . . . . .  . . . 

. . . 280 1,050 8,200 

12,540 16,650 22,050 16,080 

G,5SO 2,000 1,500 6,700 

. . .  . . .  . . .  2,25u 

. . .  . . .  . . . . . . 

1,950 250 250 3,250 

16,900 16,120 9,241 25,860 

.. . . . .  . . . 400 

. . .  . . .  . . .  . . .  

. . . . . . . . . . . . 

22,475 1 3,870 23,:385 111,300 

16,560 12,560 18,840 25,9{0 

1,680 470 75 285 

450 1 ,600 2,130 4,21ii 

liOO . . . lOO 1.350 

"' . . . . . . . . . 

. . .  . .  . 250 90 

690 500 . . . 120 

230 170 120 . . . 

1 ,400 1 ,000 . . .  . . . 

� 
"' ..c Total § Q for 1889. 
"' � 

---

1 .703 50,790 

799 ii,491 

ii 1,360 

., 
,, 2,550 

. . . ;>,400 

5,310 27,030 

40,420 228,220 

7,250 56,350 

. . . 1t,050 

. . .  0,075 

4,800 35,593 

34,2ii0 :126,836 

. . . 1 , 410 

3,000 r-',525 

. . . 3,+50 

2il,1177 2 1 5,04i) 

1 2,1i00 1 511,485 

1 .42·> i,4 75 

1 1 ,200 ·ll ,iO<i 
. . . i.l Oli 

. . . . . . 

. . . :Ho 

H90 3,930 

2,252 4,258 

. . . 10,411 
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MONTHLY SALES COMPILED BY 

�-
m·;scRI PTION 01•' OOODS. « 

"' � 
.., 

--- --- ------· --- -- ---

WOOLLENS. 

SPANISH :-;TRIP�;s,-Sun<lry chops, . . . . . . . . . . . .  piece� 

GNman, . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . . 
HAlllT, M£DIUM ,x flitOAD CLOTHS, . . . . . . . . . . . .  

LON<J ELLR.-Ucntian�, 

A�sortcd, 

· · · · · · · · · · · · · ·  · · · · · · · · · · · · 

·· · · · · · · · · · · · · ·  . . . . . . . . . . 

0AMLE1'S,-A�sortcrl, . : . . . . . . . . . . .. .. . . . . . . . . . . . 

LASTINGS.-110 ynrds, 31 in., Asxortcd, . . . . . . . . .  

OnLE.ANs,-Plain, . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . .. . . . . . . ... . . . . . . . . .  

BLANK�:'l'S.-8 @ 12 tbg., . . . . . . . . . . .. ... . .. . . . .. . . . . pairs 

RAW COTTON. 

BOMBAY & KURRACH£E, . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  bales 

BENGAL, HA�GOON & DACCA, . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  " 

SHANGHAI, JAPANESE, 'l'UNGCHOW & NINGPO, , 

MADRAS, . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . . . .. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  

METALS. 

lRO�,- -NAil llod, . . . . . . .. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . ... . .. . . .. . piculs 

fl'lunre, Flat Ronnd Bar, . . . . .  · · · · · · · · · 

S\'redi�h Bar, . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .... .... . . . .. 

Small Round Rod, . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .........  

Hoop, . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  

Wire, . . . . . .. . . . . .. . .. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . . . . . 
Old Wire Rope, . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . ... . . . . . .  

LEAD, L. B. <5· Co. a-nd Jlolc Cltop, · · · · · · · · · · · · 

" 

Y£LLOW .M ETAJ.,-'Mnntz, 1 6 @ 28 oz., .. . . .. cascs 

Vh·ian·�. H i  @ 28 01.., . . . ... .. 

Rlliots, 16 @ 28 oz., . . . . . . " 

COMPOSITION NAILS, . .. . . . . . . . .. . . . .. ....... . . . . . . .  picttls 

300 

48 

1 ,0:20 

2.810 

700 

HH 
2,100 

1 ,300 

f!,400 

1 ,000 

CMU (i30 

27,610 

t M 
I 

CHAMBER OF 

b " .d "' ..6 � ·a. � <> 
:;.;. � < 

--- · --- ---

2!ll 240 

120 14-l 
. . .  

.. 

GtlO RO 411 

:!,62(1 :l.i'IO 4,4�t) 

!GO �20 20 

!10 

il7:J 266 !26 

3,200 3,600 2,300 

700 a nO 400 

il,780 2,000 
2,980 

1 ,8-!0 

2, 100 bdlo. 1,000 840 

420 

700 280 

4,020 111,180 2,0lti 

20 :18 226 

[ 1 1 5  ] 
COMMERCE DURING THE YE A.R 1889,-Coutinued. 

;.; t ;.; <> 
..; 

.0 ..: .0 "' 
E .0 Total "' � E a �. .; � ::s $ § 1:1! "' Q) for 1889. " ::; "' Q. � "' 

� ., "' z Q) 
...., ...., < m 0 � 

--- -- --- --- ---- --- --- --- ----

120 720 840 

180 240 294 120 120 1 ,734 
48 41 48 HH 

20 20 

60 uOO lOO l,:l40 5,300 1 ,360 10,400 

50 70 290 160 1 , 0 1 0  970 1,320 330 16,820 

20 560 260 280 ;;oo 45 3,36 r. 

500 220 400 1,120 

1!0 500 (i60 

-102 27 253 276 19 1 30 2,405 

3,ll00 1,260 1 ,500 800 913 3,::!50 545 3,400 26,258 

200 220 250 80 660 420 200 350 5,130 

840 1 ,680 6,280 4,000 3,360 30,3-!0 

::lOO 1,200 840 6,320 

1,008 2,848 

420 1,260 1,680 840 rl .. 7,140 
belt.. 2,000 

·120 800 1,640 

200 
{ peu. 200 

CRib, 630 

240 715 720 750 ::!,40/i 

3,1 90 8,348 2,520 100 2,770 20,940 32,286 1 1 6,980 

369 765 538 41!4 ll1!5 635 1 1 2  H,5fi7 
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MONTHLY SALES COMPILED BY CHAMBER OF 

---------------- -------;-

DESCRIPTIO� OF GOODf'. 

--- --- --- --- --- --- ---· ---- ----

METALS,- Continued. 
JAPAN COPPER,-Slabs, . . . . . . ... . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . . !Jiculs 

Tiles, . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  . 

TIN, . . . . . . . . . . : . . .. . . . . . .. . . .. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. ... .. .  slabs 50 

TIN-PLATES, , . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . . .. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . .  boxes &00 1,(J00 350 150 

STEEL, . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  cnse> 
boxeit 1,500 .,. ... :.00 
cases 300 bo• !J70 

�UNDRIES & COALS. 

QUICK!!ILVJ.,;R, . ...... . . . . . . .. .. .. . . . . . . . . . . .. .. . . . .  flask� 100 

WINDOW GLASS, . . . . . .. . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . boxes 2,000 1.000 500 600 

KEROSENE OU., . . . .. . . . . . . . ... . . . .. . . . . .  10-gallon ca�es 1 20,000 GO,OOO 1Ga.OOO 

COALS,-Oardiff, . . . .. .. . . . .. . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . . . . . . . tollS 900 

Australian. . .  ... .. . . . . .. . .  . . . . .  . . . .  .. .  .. . ... ., r.oo 2,100 450 5,000 

Cbeckutzen, . . .. . . .... . . . . . .. . . . . . . . . . . .  . .  

Japan, Takasima, (Large & Dust), . . . , -1,000 3,000 1,000 13,000 

CHIN A, INDIA & STRAITS PRODUCE. 

RIOE,-Saigon, Japan, and Siam, . . . . . . .. .. . . . . . pieuls 99,�00 1 10,000 154,500 88,UOO 
� UGAR,--White & Br

_
own (S!Jekluug. Swatow, l ,. nnd H01bow, . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. .. . . . . . f 

SUGAR CANDY, .... . .. . . . . . ... .. . . . . . .. . . .... . . . . . . . . .  bags 

" Amoy, . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . . . . . baskets 

UAJ\IPHOR,-Formosa, (packed), . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . . piculs 

Japan, . . . . . . . . . ......... . . . . . . . . . . .. .  . . 

I'EPPEU,-,Vbite, . . . . . . . . . .  , ., . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . ... . , 

Bl:u:k, . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .... . .  .. 

SA.l.TPETRE, . . . . . . . . . . . . . ... . . . . . . . . . . . . . . ... . . . . . . . .. bags 

SANDALWOOD,-Sydney, . . . . . .. . . . . . . . . . . . ... . .. . . . Jliculs 

• 

\\'est A ustrnlian,. . .. .. . .... .. .  . , 

:2,300 1 ,400 1 ,600 iiOO 

150 300 

170 500 �00 

t>icull 800 ))teute 400 pch. GOO plcula 76 
tubs 400 tubs 160 �ubs 400 tub" tOO 

20 

2,900 

30 

600 

500 

75 150 

2,000 

800 . 

• 
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COMMERCE DURING THE YEAR 1889,- Coutinued. 
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. . . 

.. . 

:iOO 

. . . 

1 ,000 

·12,000 

4,-100 

10,000 

. .. 

46,000 

. . . 

. . .  

li50 

.;oo 

hO%t'" 200 
Cl.�f'' 100 

GOO 

. . . 

.. . 

. . .  

25 

. . . 

--

"' 

§ 
,..., ----

. . . 

. . . 

. . .  

1 ,000 

. . . 

. . . 

. . . 

. . .  

. . . 

2,000 

. . . 

17,000 

li'i5,900 

3.300 

pc!�. ·!50 

. . . 

boxo$ 200 

350 

80 
. . . 

3,237 

. . . 

1,140 

-··-- - -

...; "' 
" �. 

-; 
!;>G � >-., - --- ---

. . . . . . 

. . . 720 
1500 350 

. . .  . . . 

. . .  . . . 

li\0 ftMb 300 }liculs 400 

500 2,500 

. . . . . . 

. . . . . . 

o,2r.o 1 7,1300 

. . .  . .  . 

9,000 7,000 

6 1 ,300 109,800 

1 ,97/i 720 

300 50 

200 300 

Cl\'l eR 130 . . . tnbs :.0 

300 plculs 200 
tub& 100 

. . .  80 

. . . -10 

. . . . . . 

. . .  . . . 

. . .  . . .  

,.: 
- - - - -

"' ..; ..; 
.::> ,_: $ "' 
a .::> Total $ E s "' "' 'A .E "' for > <:.> 1889. 
;}5 <:.> c "' 0 z Cl --- --- --- --- --- --

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 

. . . . . . . . . . . . 7:10 
1 ,000 1,080 430 •180 3,S9U 

. . . 700 300 1,700 5,700 

i;OO . . .  . . .  1 cases 1 ,SOO 
. .  . l boxes 2,070 

{ flasks r.oo 
. . . . . . . . . .. . pcls. 400 

.. . . . . 2,980 . . . l l ,080 

79,000 1 7,000 16,000 . . . 499,000 

300 2,000 . . . 14 7,Gl-l 

1 1 ,000 6,000 5,000 1 ,200 66,000 

. . .  1 ,505 . .  . 800 2,3013 

!1,000 8,000 20,000 20,000 1 57.000 

77,800 164,000 85,000 184,000 1 ,289,800· 

76,910 4,500 4,000 4,600 101 ,805 

. . .  31)0 700 . . . 
{ bags 2,450 

piculs 450 

. . .  200 600 . . . 3,270 

boxes 70 250 
{ pclll. 250, boxc.& 

. . . . . . 470, e aM: s 230 & 
tnbw. tJO 

tubs :250 plcule 1:.0 tubs 21i5 tubs 150 
j pcls. 3,-17.5 

tubs 300 ( tubs 2,20ii 

48 . . . . . .  . . .  483 

. . . 170 450 . . .  1,260 

. . .  . . .  . . . .. . lUBi 

. . . . . . 572 . . . fiHi 

. . . . . . . . . . . . 2,Ho 
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FORTNIGHTLY CURRENT QUOTATIONS 

QUOTATION!'. 
On London 

Bank, Telegraphic 
4 months' Transfer. 

sight. 

Fortnight, ending lst Jmmary, . . . . . .  . 

Do., 

Do., 

Do., 

Do., 

Do., 

Do., 

Do., 

Do., 

Do., 

Do., 

Do., 

Do., 

Do., 

Do., 

Do., 

Do., 

Dn., 

Do., 

Do., 

Do., 

Do., 

Do., 

Do., 

Do., 

Do., 

do. l i>th .January, . . . . . .  . 

do. 2!tth January, . . . . .. . 
do. 12th February, . . . . . .  

do. 26th February, ..... 

do. 1 2th M arch , 

do. 26th March, 

do. 9th April, . . . .. . . . .  . 

do. 23rd April, ... . . . . . . .  . 

do. 3rd May, . . . . .. . . . . .  . 

do. 17th May, . . . . . . . . .  . . 

tlo. 31st May , . . . . . . . . . . .  ..  

do. 14th .Tune, . . . . . . . . . .  . 

do. 28th .Tune, . . . . . . . . . . . 

do. 12th July, . . . . . . . . . . .  . . 

do. 26th July, . . . .  : .. . . .. . 

do. 9th August, . . . . . . . . .  

do. 23rd August, . . . . . . . . . 

do. lOth l'leptcmber, . . .  . 

do. 24th September, . . .  . 

3/0! 

3/0� 

3 ,'0� 

3il 

do. 8th October, . . . . . .. . . 3/1� a 3/1�-

do. 22nd October,... . . . . . .  3/1� 

do. 5th November, . . . . . .  3/2� 
do. 19th November, . . . . . . 3/21 

do. 3�;d December, . . . . . .  3/3� 

do. 17th December, ......  3/3 

3!0t 

2flli 

2/llt 

2fll� 

2fllj 

2 1 1;} 

3}0� 

3/:!� 

3/2� 

Private 
Credits, 

+ mouths' 
sight. 

3/1 � 

3/l:l-

3j! 

a;o� 

ilfO� 

3jl 

3jl 

B/2 

3/2� 

3i3f 

Doeu
mentarr. 
1 month�' 

�igbt. 

3/1� 

3;'0�-

3 1:1-

3/3� 

IJ 

• 
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DURING THE YEAR 1889. 

On 
France. 

4 months' 
sight. 

On 
Bombay, 
Demand. 

On 
Calcutta, 
Demand. 

Bar 
Silver. Sycec. 

Cl eau 
:\Iexican 
Dollars. 

Gold 
Bars. 

!IS . 
touch. 

Gold 
Leaf, 
100 

touch. 
----- ------ ------ ----· ·--- ----- -- - "7"" ----

Fcs. il.9ii ·Rs 2:l3� .fu;. :l23i 10i% pm. 9 % pm. 1i % pm. �32.!!5 $33.!111 
Fes. 3.94 Rs- 222 Rs 222 10 8�- � '  · �  

Fcs. 3.92 Rs- 220� R& 220� 10 , , 8� 

Fe�. 3.90 R& 220 -&;;. 220 9! , , 8f 

�:- ,, ,, $32.80 $3B.8U 

1t , ,. $3H.li) $3-tlO 

� , " $33.30 $34.2.; 
Fe". 3.8!1 R& 220 R& 220 10 , , Si , , � $33.-!.; f;34.·10 
Fes. :l.8H .Rt;. 2lWf -Rs- 2201- 10 , , St , , 1� , , 833.55 $34.50 
Fcs. 3.8i.l Rs- 22Uf Hs- 220f 10 .. 8� " " lf " " $83.30 $34.45 
Fcs. 11.85 R& 220� Us- 220! . 9i , , "St , , l � , ,, $31Ui0 $3-U>;; 
.Fcs. :!.85 RH- 221�- -Rs- 221t 9;} ,, , 8! , ,, 2il , .  , S33.ii5 $3-l.oO 
Fcs. 3.88 -Rs- 222� Rs- 222� 10 , , 8� , , 2! , , $33 . .'i0 $34.-:!5 
Fcs. B.!Jl -Rs- 224 

Fcs. 3.87 

9t " ., 
9� " • .  

9 
9 

" �' 

" ,, 

1! ,. 

2 

$33.2ii $3J.21) 

$il3.1ij $34.10 
Fcs. 3 .88 R& 225! R& 225;! 10 , , 9§ , , 2� $33.0::> $3l.OO 
Fcs. 3.92 Rs- 227 R& 227 9� , , 9D 1� , �32.!1:; $33.90 
Fcs. 3.92 R& 226 Rs- 226 9� , .. St l! , , $32.!!0 $3fl.S5 
Fcs. 3.91 Rs- 225 R& 225 9� , , 8� , , Ik , ., $:�2.9.1 $3:1.90 
Fes. B.!JJ -Rs- 225 9� " ., 8� 1} ,. ,. �32.fl:i $:l:l.!1\) 
Fcs. 3.90 Rs- 225 R& 225 9! , , 8! , lf , , .<;:l3.0.1 83-I.Oo 
Fcs. 3.94 -R& 225 Rs- 225 9t , , 8� q :S:Jil.O,i :i:H.IlO 
li'es. 3.94 Rs- 225� -Rs- 225� 9� , , Sk , , I� , ,. $32.!J,I $1lfl.90 
Fcs. B.!JG ·Rs- 226 Rs- 226 9� ., '� ��2 ·�: / s�:Lso 

S•l2.r,., s .l.� . r.n 8� ,, " 2� ,� . .  

Fcti. -!.07 -Us- 22Rt -Rs- 228! 9;} , , ill , , 1! ,. , ::;:{1.1 ,; $il:l.l o 

Fcs. +.11 Rs- 230 R& 230 

n� 22!! R.o;. 22!! 

Fcs. 4.1i.l -Rs- 228! 9� ., ., 81 ·• 

l� " , $:-ll .i5 $a2./0 
1� . .  " $31 .6ii $3:!.1i:l 

I� " " 
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THE ACTING POST M AST�R GENE RAL'S RE PORT. 

GENERAL PosT OFFICE, 

HoNGKONG, February 6th, 1890. 

Sm,-1 ha.ve the honour to forward herewith a Report on the work 

of this Department dming 1889, prep!wed by Mr . . 'I'ltAVERS, who w:\s in 

charge of the Department during that year. 

2. Having been absent from the Post Office throughout the whole 

period uurler report, I am not in a position to add anything tu the fa.cts 

submitted by Mr. TRAVERS. I W;)Uld ask permission, however, to mge 

upon the Government the importance of his representations as to the 

necessity for a new building. The existing premises were apparently 

as closely packed as possible when I left for Europe in 1888, but they are 

even worse now. The bad air which pervades the whole building, and 

which no doubt arises mainly from the shockingly overcrowded servants' 

quarters attached, makes service here a severe triil.l to all except those 

in the most robust health, w bilst the facilities with which the public might 

1·easonably expect to be provided are seriously curtailed from the waut of 

the smallest margin in the way of room. Several importftnt improvements 

are standing over, as they have been for years, from mere lack of space. 

3. The site for the new building should, I think, be that at present 

occupied, with the sites of the Supreme Comt and Land Office. I trust 

that the mistake will uot be made of cutti1;g down the accommodation 

provided to what will just, and only just, suffice for the service as it is. It 

would he well worth while to include several suites of extra rooms, and to 

let them as offices. As, in the c0urse of years, they came to be required, 

the tenants could be got rid of and tbe rooms gmdually converted to 

Government purposes. 

4. It gives me much pleasure to testify to the ability with which the 

work of the Department has been ca.n-ied on by Mr. TRAVEitS during my 

long absence, and to the state of effil:icncy in whil:h I fim1 it  on my returr... 

I know from past experience how heavy a task is imposed on any one who • 

attempts to conduct this Department as the onl.v English officer in it. The 

mere strain on endurance and physical strength in this exhausting climate 

• 

[ 1 21 ] 

is often very severe, aud Mr. TRaVERS is to be coucrratulated on havino-o "' 
(I fear at some sacrifice of health) conducted the Department alone for 
eighteen months without occasion for serious complaint of anv kind. 

I have the honour to be, 

Sir, 

Your most obedient Servant, 

A. LISTER, 

Postnur.sfm· Geneml. 
The Honourable F. FLEMING, C.M.G., 

Colonial Secretary, 
&c., &c., &c., 

GENERAL PosT OFFICE, 

HoNGKONG, 31st January, 1890. 

Sm,-I have the honour to report on the British Postal Set·vice in 

Hongkong and China during the year 1889. 

2. The date on which this report has to be sent in makes it impossible 

to detail the Revenue of the Department for 1889, which will not Le 

definitely ascertained for some months to come. 

The Revenue for 1888 was as follows :-

Gross �even ue 1888, . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 8148,106.89 

Deficit, . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  1 6,345.81 

$164,452.70 

Share of United Kingdom, . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  : . . . . . . .  $40,782.26 

Contribution towards P. & 0. subsidy,* . . . . . . . . . 69,041.09 

Share of other Co�mtries, . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 5,502.91 

Conveyance of Mails, . . .  . . . . . .  . . .  . . .  . .. . . .  .. . .  . . . .  6,718.30 

·working Expenses, . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 36,408. 1 4  

$1G4,45:Z.70 

3. Approximate St!ttistics for the year 188fl are appended. 

· show a general increase of correspondence. 

* 1 � years at ;1!6,000 a year. 

'fhey 
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4. A Steam-Launch has been provided, and by its means the lil,nding 

and delivery of mails has ueen accelerated. It has also enabled me to 

establish lL Kowloon delivery which, judging by the �rowing requirements 

of that phce, apper�red to me necessary. At the same time a Harbour 

delivery was introduced. 

5. I am gh�d to see that at last the necessity for a new Pc·st Office has 

been recognised, but I would venture to suggest that a n10re suitable site 

than North Barracks be selected. It appears to me that the Post Office 

should be so;newhere in the vicinity of Podder's Wharf, which is not. only 

centt·al bnt the most convenient spot so far as the general public are 

concerned. In my last report I remarked very stt·ongly on the question of 

accommodation, and now that a new building has heeu, I hope, Jocided 

upon, I would urge that the work be put in hand with as little delay as 

possible. Rough plans of the rooms more essentially necessary, showing 

their best anaugement and grouping, have been prepared in this 

Department. 

6. In May last the French Government conscnte•l to our. request to 

allow Mat·ine Officers to travel on the Messageries Maritillles Packets with 

a view of sorting the French :JYiailR, and all arrangements to carry out this 

Service were completed iu June, but a difficulty then arose from the fMt that 

the Agents des Postes were without. authority to hand the mail over to our 

Officers before anival in Hongkoug. · The matter was again referred to the 

French Post Office, but up to the present time no reply has been received, 

though a settlement of the question in the direction desired may be 

expected very shortly. The Colony is much indebted to the Vicomte de 

BEZAURE, French ConsulA for the warm interest he has taken in this 

Scheme and for his constant efforts to bring it to a successful issue. 

7. In March last the Postmaster General (Hon. ALFRE D  T�ISTEI�) 

during his a.bsencc on leave worked out the details of a scheme for Local 

Delivery, and recommended that a certl\in sum be placeL1 on the Estima.tes 

of this yen.r to defray the expenses in connection with it. 'rhis was done, 

and if it is approved by the home Authorities* along felt want. will be supplied. 

By Local Delivery must be understood the distribution, not only of 

correspondence originating iu the Colony, but also of that which is 

* Approval has now been recei�ed, 1 1.3.�10. 

t I 
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constantly arrivin<Y by Local Steamers from Ch' J M 'I o ma, apan, am a the 
Strn.itil, &r. The Colony will receive the following advantages :-

' 

(a) In 
.
the town r�gular deliveries of Local Correspondence quite 
1ndependent of either the aniv<tl or depn,rtut·e of Contract 
Mails. These deliveries will take place every ltour from 
8.30 .A..M. to !:! P . llf. 

(b) In the Snbmhs there will be three deliveries each day. 

(c) All local correspondence will be delivered exactly as addressed. 

8. It was suggested to me during the JE'a.t· by several members of 
this ( 'u�mu nit.v that it woul(l be a great conven ienee to the public if 
s ometh ll1g conld be done to notify as early as possible the arrival of 
stealllet·�, so lhat mails could he sP-nt for n• once I a 1' 1 1 d 

• • 
, • u • , ccorc mg y p ace a 

not1ce board ttt a conspicuous place outside tl.te Offi f th' d ce o1· IS purpose, an 
endea.�onred to obtain the em·liest notice of the arrival of st.eftmers. This 
system, however, 1loes llt•t work n.t all satisfactorily. 'l'he launch men of 

this Deprwtment, engaged in other duties, frequently fail to report arrivals 
and tlle consequence is that the mails Me kept on board until it i� 
convcuient for

.
the Agent or Captain to la.nd them, which is very oiten 

hou�·s after ar�·tval. Tue nnly way really to meet the difficult.v would be by 
efficient electnc communication with Officers stationed at the Eastern and 
·western entrances to t.he Ha:·bour. 

9. In my Report for 1888 I r�commendecl that the Salaries of our 
Postal Agents should b<:> raised to such sums in dollars as will fairly 
reJJres�nt the aruo

.
unt of .£100 per annum, the original pay of the lru·ger 

A�enc1es, 
.
or £50 m the case of the smaller Offices. I am glad to see that 

H1s Excellency the Governor has, subject to the approval of the Secretary 
of State for the Colonies, decided upo11 this increase. 

:o. Nothing further has been done, so far as I know, with regat·d to 
hancltng over our Agencies in China to the Customs, and it, seems only too 

p robable that th�y will continue in the bands of the Assista.nts at the 
Cohsulates for some time to come. This is much to be regret.ted, as it 
perpetuates a crippled and make-shift service which can never by a 

dT 
' '11Y 

1 tgence or c�re on the part of the Officers employed, develope int.o a 

l'�'<'lwrly 
.
ur�amsed Pusbtl System. I am bounu to say, however, that, bad 

as the ex1stmg org<tnisation is (and I hope this year will see it a litt.le better) 
the Agents at the por�� have done the Lest work possible under existing 
cil'cnmsta.nces. 
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1 1 .  Anangements were made in May last for the exchange of parcels 

between this Colony and Cochin-Cuina, c��.roboclia, Tongking and Anuam. 

12. The uumher of Parcels receiveu am1 dospatchell <lut·ing the year 
is as follows :-

Imvarcl. 

By P. & 0. Packet, . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 8,203 
By German Pn.cket, . . . . . . . .  . . . . . . .  . . . 1 74 

TotaL . . . . . . . . . .  8,377 . 

0'1lf1Va1"d. 

4,529 
267 

4,796 

'l'otal. 

12,732 
441 

13,173 

The total number despatched and received in 1888 was 10,593. There 

is therefore an increase of 2,580. 

13. By the Christmas Mail horn Europe we received 527 parcels, and Ly 

the New Year's Mail 576. These are the heaviest mails that have yet come 

under my notice. 

14. Money Orders may now be exchanged with France and Algeri(L 

through the medium of the Imperial Post Office. 

15.  The Peak Delivery has proved, as I expected., a great convenience 

to the public. The number of letters despatched and received is 3,711 and 

288 1·espectively. I must again record my thanks to themanagex of the High 

Level Tramway Com1Jany for allowil1g our postmen to travel free. 

16. Among the many instances of fraudulent enclosures in newspapers 

&r.., the following may be mentioned : -

Mrs.-----, China posted a. newspaper prepaid a.s a single 

paper, but containing a dozen silk haudkexchiefs. 

Mr.-----, China addressed a newspaper to a lady, containiug 

six pairs of gloves and three letters. 

These were duly forwarded, letter rate being chargee}, and I have no 

doubt the addressees would much rather they bad not been sent. 
Unfortunately the senders could not be discovexed. 

17. Several Parcels falsely declared were confiscated by the Customs 

Authorities. 

18. 'rh e  late Compradoxe CHING Ts1JN, after 23 yeax.s service, retired 

on pension. I cannot speak too highly of his services. 

) 

J 

. I 

• 
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19.  In conclusion I bave to express my tbanks to all the Officers 

employed in this Department for the very ea:c·e t · "" I n manner m which the.'" 
have performed their duties. 

I have the honour to be, 
Sir, 

Your obedient Servant, 

AR'fHUR K. TRA YERS, 
Assistant Postmaste1• Gene1·al. 

The Honourn.blc A. JJISTER, 
Postmasle1· Generul, 

&c., &c., &c. 

THE HARBOUR .MASTER'S REPOR'r. 

\ 

No. 106. HARBOUR DEPARTMENT, 
HoNGKONG, 8th Mm·ch, 1890 . 

Sr&,-I hrwe the honour to forwat·d the follow1"n" A 1 
• 

0 nnua Returns for 
t.lns Department for the year ending 3 1 st December, 1889. 

SHIPPING. 
2. The Sbipvin" Retums show 30 777 A1• .· 1 "tl 

, . 
o , t tva s w1 t a tonnage of 

6,371 ,087 tons, and 30,611 Departures of 6 301 604 t k" ' , ons, m a ·mg a grand 
total of 6 1 ,388 vesRels and 1 2,672,691 tons . 

3. The following statement shows how this amount of shipping is 
apportioned :-

- -- ·-;--·----------
Ships. Tonnage. 

!!:;:.�:�)!;, . : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : :  . . . . . . . . . . . . J u:.tks in Foreign Tr:ul<•, . . . . . . . · : : : : : : : : : : : 

5,2 1 2  6,fi00,869 
2,376 2,4il , l:?l  

45,;")61) 3,4 1 1 ,33 1 

53,156 12,389,321 
.Tuuk!-' in Local Trndr . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 8,232 28:3,370 

Grand Total, 61,388 12,6i2,69l 

l 
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4. IJompared with 1888, there has been au iucrease of Brit ish touuago 

amounting to 26,526 tons, al)d a decrease of foreign tonnage of 6 1 ,2 l a  tons. 
There has

-
also been a decrease in the Junk trade of 289,0 1 8  tons. 

5. Compared with the average of the past 3 year;;, there is a decrease 

under the British flaa of 416 ships and 1 67,053 tons, of Foreign ships, there '"' 
is an increase of 53,510 tom;. 

6. The general trade as represented by the amount of shipping from 

and to the various countries does not show on the whole any very marked 

alteration. Cochin
.
-China, Siam, and the Gulf of Tonqnin show a falling 

off while the Coast of Chiua and Formosa (in British Ships) and India and 

Singapore slww the chief i ucrea.sc. There is however' a considera.ble falling 

off in the Junk trade between Hongkong and Coast of China and Formosa .. 
7. The trade with Great Britain and Continent of Europe does not 

differ materially from that of 1 888. 

8. 3,669 steamers, 1 5 1  sailing vessels and 26,957 Junks arrived during 
the year, giving an average of over 84 vessels daily arriving in the Waters 

of the Colony. Of the steamers, over 69 per cent. were British and of · 

0 " 0  
. " 

these, more than 5 per cent. were cean gomg. 

STE.U(-LA. UN CHES. 

9. On the 3 1 st December, there were 101 Steam-launches in the 
Harbour, of these, 50 were licensed for the conveyance of passengers, 41 

were privately owned, 10 were the property of the Colonial Government. 

There ""ere, in addition, 6 launcb<ls, the property of the \Var Department. 

EMIGIU.TION. 

10. There has been a falling off iu the number of Chinese leaving the 

Colony for Ports other than those in China or J<tpan. One cause of this 

falliua off is said to he a reduction in the rate of wages paid to coolies i n  " 
the Straits Settlements. I am inclined to the belief, however, that the 

principal cause is that the Coolie Brokers or " Catchers " who go iuto the 

interior to procure emigrants, are not just now as successful as they have 

been hitherto in securing clients. The fact of fraudulent practices on··the 

part of these " Catchers " has Lecome known in the interior, and the Man

darins have consequently put a check on the people, who are already rat.het· 

chary of }llacing themselves in the bands of the " Catchers." 'fhis is not 
". 

an unmixed benefit. On the onfl hand, the number of coolies who are • 

cajoled into emigrating is 1·educed, but on the other hand, those on whom 

no clecept.ion is being practised a1·e distrustful and thus deterred from going. 

.... 

. ..... 

I '  
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1 1 .  )u my Aunu:tl Report for 1 888 I alluded to the abuses connected 

with Chinese Emig1·ation, I have since bad no cause to alter the opinion 
which I then expressed. An nbu!le which I did not therein refer to was 

-.Lhat of "  impersonation "  at the ex<tminatiou before the Emigration Officer. 
'fhis is sometimes detected at the final examination on board, when the 
coolie, having plucked up courage, declares that he does not want to go, 
::wd it is t ben discoverP.d that although he has a " contract ticke t "  which 
has been passed lJy the Emigration Officer, he himself has never been 
subject to exn.rnination. It also frequently occurs that coolies are found 
ou board the vessel with tickuts similar in all respects to those issued Ly 
the Passenger Broker, but which have not received the Emigration Officer's 
stamp, thus shewing that the holders of these tickets have never been 
exa.mined as to their willinguess to emigrate. Enquiry as to the origin of 
these tickets is always unsuccessful, the coolie has always received it from 
" a  friend " who, he cannot or will uot give up. 

12. During 1 889, direct emigration to Deli (or Medan) in Sumat.ra 
W<ts introduced, previous to this, it u:;ed to be done through Singapore. 
The first ship that left here direct was the China with 27 2 emigrauts. 
When somewhere

. 
neat· Singapore, there was a revolt of the coolies and the 

Captain was forced to take tha vessel into Singapore. The reason given 
for the outbreak was that, the coolies were told at Hongkong that they 
were going to Singapore, and they did not want to go any whet·e else. A 
similar incident occurred on board the S.S. !Gel later on in the vear and . ' 
there has been one more case reported i n  1890. 'fhP.se " outbreaks" are to 

my mind easily accouute<l for, I am of opinion that they are brought about 

by the Chinese Brokers at Singapore, who desire to re-establish what wa: 
to them a lucrative business, and i n  order to accomplish this they endeavour 

to bring dit·ect emigration into disrepute. They ha.ve their emissaries o u  

hon.rd the ship, and thes� succeed i u  stiriug u p  the coolies to revolt by 

teliing them that they are being deceived. 

· ·>l 3. Whn.tcver safeguards are adopted for the protect.iou of the omi•rmt· . � 
iug Chin,·se coolies, it will I thiuk always be possible for them to be to 

some extent. circumvented uy the wily and unscrupulous Chinese Brokers. 

I think, however, that if the propolled system of Licensed Boarding Houses, 

· and an Emigration Wharf is established, u severe blow will be dealt to 

• these rascals, an cl I have hope that wl.Jen the system is adopted, we shall 

heat· little n.hout l't:(tl Emigration abuses. 
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REGISTRY OF SHIP PIN G. 

14. During the year, six vessels of 1 ,694 tons were regio.tered under 
the pro\'isions of The Menhant Shipp ing Acl, 18-'i4, and senm Certificates 

of Registry were ea,melled. Retmn No. XVIII •r. shows the rcmaimlcr o: 
the work <lone in t.his Braneh. 

MARINE 1\IAOII:!TRil.. TE's < 'ounT. 
15. Fifty-three cases were heard in this Conrt during t.he year. 

Refusal of uuty ( 1 7), and Assa,ult ( 1 1 )  were tl.w prineipal ott'ences in the 
case of ships, <tncl Throwing Balla.st i nto the Hnrbom (H), am1 1�eavin� 
without Cleat·anr.e (6) in the case of Junks. 

ExAMINATIONS FOR ·rHE Poli'.C OF MASTERS, MATES AND ENGINEERS 

UNDER SECTION 1 5  OF ORDINA NCE No. 8 oF 1 87!1. 

16. The following ta.ble wiH sbew the numlH:r of candidates c�amined 
for Certificates of Competency, tlistinguishiu� those who were sueecssful, 

and those who failed : -

I I P A>'SIW. 

:Ma�trr�, . . . . . . . . .  . . .  . . .  . . .  . . . .  . .  . . . . . .  . . . .  . .  . .  .. . .  . . . . .  : 2.') 

FAJI.EI>. 

Fi rst �late><, . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . ; 29 

Only 1\1.ntcs, . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . · . . · . · . . · . . . 21 I 1 Secouu 1\-I:tt('s, . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  : i---m- j--3 -
First CIMs Eoo-inccr�, . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1 1 1 -· 

� . 

�econd Clas,.: Eng-ineer:', . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1 2� 3 . -
1----;;--· - -�--

MARINE CouRTS U NDE R  SECTION 1 3  OF 0RD1NANCE No. 8 OF 1879. 

1 7. The following Courts hn.viug he('tl hel<l during the y<'a r : - · 

l .  On the 5th :F'obruary, 1 889, :� M:�rine Court sitting as n. Court 

of surrey to inquire into the seawor�binP�s or otherwise · of 
the British Steamship Pasiy, Official No. 58,335 of H ongkong. 

'I' he vessd was found to IJe s �·awort hy . 

2. On thl' 26th April, I88H. Inquiry as to the stranding of the 
British Steamship Afghan, Official No. 78,572 of Rochester, ' 

* �cc Jlongl�t'llff (;,.I'M'IIIIII:n f Ga�·ettc of 1890, pag-e G02. 

I 
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on N. E. Head of Lenm Island, on the morning of 12th April, 
1889. l'he Master's (THOMAS GoLDING) Certificate of Com
petency was returned to him. 

:). On tbe 18th June, 1889. Inquiry respecting certa.in charges 
of misconduct brought agRiust DAvm LoNGWILL, First Mate 

of f.he British Barqne Sir William Wallar:e, Official No. 53,245 
of Newcastle, N.S.W., uy TIMOTHY RICH ARD BROWN, Master 
('f the said ship. The First Mate's Certificate of Competency 
was returned to him. 

4·. On the 15th Angust, 1 889. Inquiry as to the loss of the 
British Steamship AUnacraig, Official No. 84.,361 of Aberdeen, 
on a reef off Paragna, on the morning of the 14th July, 1889. 

The Master's (WILr.IAM BuYERS) Certificate of Competency 
was returned to him. 

5. On the 9th September, 1889. Inquiry respecting certain 
charges of miscon<luct brought against AT.EXANDER Cox, 
First Mate of the British Barque Manna Lod, Official No. 
72,640 of Maitland, Nova. Scotia, by IJEWIS ELLIS, able 
seaman of the said ship. The First Mate's Certificate of 
Competeney was suspended for two years. 

6. On the 16th September, 1889. Inquiry respecting certain 
charges of misconduct brought a,gainst CLEMENT YouNG, 
First Mate of the British Barque Omega, Official No. 63,881 

of Shanghai, by A&THUR VERE BaowN, 1\-[aster of the saicl 
ship. 'l'he First Mate's Certifica.te of Competency was re
turned to him. 

7. On the 12th November, 1889. Inquiry as to the loss of the 
British Barque Ifattie E. Tapley, Official No. 83,663 of 
Sydney, N.S.W., on the N.E. extreme of. Chek Wan in the 
Smnonn . Group, on the night of the 1st Novembm·, 1 889. 

The Master's (RoBER'r S. MALCOM) Certifien.te of Competen1·y 
was returned to him. 

8. On the 14th December, 1889. Inquiry as to the loss of the 
Bl'itish Ship Nylglta!t, Official No. 80,617 of Yannouth, Nova 

Scotia, on the Prabts Sl10al, on the evening of the 25th 
Novembet·, 1889. 'fhe Master' s (WA'l'SON BAKER BuTLER) 

Certificate of Competency was returned to him. 
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SEAMEN. 

18. 9,822 seam en were shipped and 10,069 were discharged at the 

Shipping Office ancl on LoarLl ships during the y<'ar. 

19. 238 distressed seamen were receiveLl du rin� the year. Of theo�, 

44 were sent to United Kingdom, 2 1  WCJ'O sent elsewhere anll 173 obbi netl 
employment.. i)�·,390.40 were expendcLl l 1y the B(l[LI'd (>f Tmde in the relief 
of these men aucl ::-223. 1 3  b�· this Colony. 

MARINE Su ltVEYOlt's SuB- DEl'AitTMEN'r. 

20. Return No. XXIII '� shows a conLiuued incrca�c in the work of this 
Dep:n·tment. 1 , 1 27 visits W•!rc mrrtle hy the G()\'CI'Illllent l\hrinc Sm·veyor 
to vessels under snne.'. 

LIGJfTKOUSES. 

21 .  The three Lightho use Stations have been mr.:.int.aine<1 as usual 

during the year. In :M:ay, an alte ration w:ts made in the nature of the 

Green Islan{l. Lig1Jt, the red shades were cli�) •Cnsetl with, ltnd a bright light. 

is now exhi bitc J all rtll\ lHl except ov�::r the Kcllctt's B:tnk .  A l ight. vessel 

has also been kepi up on Kcllett's Bani;: to nutrk the spot where eight 

.Junks la.den with ston•!s have been flunk as an experiment with lhe ohjeet 

of finding out i f  t.he obstruction t.b us eausetl w ill resnlt in a " silting up " 

011 the Bank . I do uot anticipatE: much result from the Pxperitnl•nt. 

22. Some little difficulty has been experienced with the Chinese St.aff 

of the Lighthouses. After ueing trained to their work of watth-keeping 

in the lantern, they freq uently find the duty too irksome and lahJrious, 

and leave1 with or w ith out permission, as moHt convenient. to themselves. 

A new man bts then to be obtai ne<l and his training taken in band, and 

with a t�mperature in the la.ntem of 83° as it often is in the Summer nights 

the duty of training t.hese men, whieb falls on the Enropea.n T.igbt-keepcr, 

is a very trying onP.-, seeing that ho has his own wntch to ];eel• besides . 

Notwithstanding this, tho lil!hts have been efficiently maintained. I pro

pose, howe\'cr, recommending that :• h....tter class of Chinese shall in fm" .. .-e 

be obtained for the posts of Light-keepers, lhese to receive higher rates of 
wages than at present, an<l to give security for the proper performance of 

their duty, and ent<:ring into n.n agr�<:ment tu serve for <1 certain l t:ngth of 

t ime. 

* See Hol/t, k-111{/ Gnrl?'.l llll'llt Oa:etft• of 18fl0, page .;)  i. 
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BoKBARA RocKs. 

28. During the past year, axperimcnts ba.vc been macle l.Jy the Royal 
Engineer''• with the object of determining the pt·acticabilit,v or otherwise of 

blasting a portion of t.he Bokham Rocks, so as to obtain a minimum depth 

over the Rocks of .5 fathoms. These experiments hav<! shewu that · Without 
speci<tl appliances the opera.tion C<tnnot be sueccssfully carried o ut. The 
mattl-r is, however, still receiving attention. 

GovERNMENT GuNPoWDEI� DgP(lT.  

24. Duri ng the year thP.re has been stored in the Government Magazine 
at Stone Cutter�;�' Islarul. 

l � u. of l'a>il'"• 1, 
: &!•. j---- _I 

Gunvu\l'll<'r, l'rinttely owued, . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1 8,200 1 
,. (Ju\'CI"IIIlH;:Il t OWIICtl, . . . . . . ' " " ' i ()02 

l'arr r id)!'(_'"• Pri\'lttelv owned, . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  499 
(• . I I ) ,'HJ " rln-ermncnt 0\\'11('1 ' . .  . .  . .  . . . .  . . .  >0 

, • 
1 1. l'n nttel y own <:tl , . . . . . . . . . . . .  . . . 1 ,H:3o \. OIU}Jillllll :' ' 

Approximatt• 
Weight, 

tbs. 

44H,370 
63,200 

106,23:? 
1 5, 1 !30 

90,9..J J 
Explo�i \'\.' l . 11 

., Uovcruuwrot owucd, . . . . . . . . . . . .  , � i.50 

'1' t I 
�----:;)--:;:---)0 --::,-:-(,-;:-) o n ,  . . . . . . j ... ,·h o t .... i), )�, 

On the 3l�;�t Del!ember, 1 889, there remained as uncler:-

X o. of l'a,;t·�, 
&('. 

() unpowt!(·r, Privatuly owned, . . . . . . . . .  . . .  . . .  4,1:H9 
, H�venu{lcll t owneJ, . . . . . . . . . . . . j 6iJ:? Cart ridge.,;, \1'1 \'lltely owned, . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. 1 299 

,. (.,o;Yt'l'lllllCilt 0'1\'IICrl, . . . . . . . . . . . . .  ] )(j 

A pproximnt<' 
\o\" e ight, 

tb�. 

98,8 1 0  
6�.200 
3.'5,739 
l i,OOO 

E� plo,;i ,-e l r• . 1 1 I 1 C I J 
nntte ,. OWIICt , . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  707 oG,�:):? P·'l1jl0lJllt ;.:. ., 

(� 0 . I I t I 
---- __ ", 1 ______ ... , " 0 -"l \ cl'l l lCII OWilCl , . . . . . . . . . . . . :1 u 

Total, . . . . . .  (i,6 1 2  1 25:?,331 

�5. 'l'hc condition of the Magazine is not such as might be Jesirccl. 
For several years, whJte.r.nts have be�n at work iu the rafters of tbc roof, 
anol although their tlepred<ttions ha.ve from ti111c t o  time l1een rest J rd the 
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pests themselves have not been got rid of. 'l'hc eastern onler wa.Jl is' 

cracked owing apparently to th e suhsi.lcnce of the fon tHla.tion. The wha.rf 

also is iu a state bordering on the " unsafe." 

'rhe subject also of excluding the public from the precints "f the Ma

gazine is one which, I submit, should receive consi<lenttion. At prese11t, 

this is the only portion of Stone Cutters' Isla.nJ whe re the public can laitd 

without special " Permit " and when it is considered with whltt. care such 

like premises are generally guarded, tLe omission in this case seems to call 

for remark. 

IMPORTS AND ExPoR•rs (OPIUM) OFFICE. 

26. The Return shows that during the year the amount of opium 

reported was as follows:--

Imported, . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 67 ,4�9f � ,11 chests. 
Exported, . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 61 ,808:i ·i ?. " 
Through cargo reported but uot lauded, . . . 12,306� " 

19,327 Permits were issued and a. dttily memo. of exports wa.s sent to 
the Kowloon Customs Office. 

I have the honom to be, 

Sir, 

Your most obedient Servant, 

The Honou'rable W. M. DEANE, 

R. :M.uRRAY RuMSEY, Ret. Com., R.N., 
ITa rln>111' .1/axtn, .�·,•. 

Acting Cnloni<tl .�·c1·dary. 
J·c .. • i'(•., �(' . 
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